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BUSINESS

By Francis Kajubi

SHORTFALLS in management of procurement of state cars by Govern-ment Procurement Services Agency (GPSA) led to loss of 2.5bn/- in 2019/20 fiscal year, Controller and Auditor General Charles Kichere has said.
The CAG said in the Performance Audit Report on Management of Bulk Procurement of Government Vehicles and Distribution of Fuel as imple-mented by GPSA that the loss was due to weakness in the course of business negotiation processes.

The CAG said GPSA was also weak in conducting bulk procurement of vehicles directly from manufacturers hence occasioning the loss through third party services.
“Despite the fact that GPSA secured a discount of four percent for the procured vehicles, the discount did not apply while it procured vehicles throughout the year. As a result of the termination of the discount, GPSA didn’t save 2.5bn/- out of 468 pro-cured vehicles worth 67.3bn/-,” stated the report.

For the last four years covering 2016/17 to 2019/20, GPSA procured 

963 vehicles worth 197bn/- from sev-en agents and dealers, contrary to the requirements of circular No.3 of 2014 which wanted the agency to procure motor vehicles on behalf of procuring entities directly from manufacturers. The CAG also noted that despite the fact that GPSA had negotiated prices with vehicles suppliers, vehicles were procured at a price higher than the negotiated price. The reason behind this was that GPSA did not review the framework contract which was valid for only one year starting from De-cember 2017 to December 2018. .
“As a result, procuring entities and GPSA lost the opportunity to save a significant amount of money for a number of vehicles procured be-tween 2017/18 and 2019/20,” the CAG explained while saying that GPSA had limited bargaining power to negotiate prices of vehicles with manufacturers due to the fact that the market for mo-tor vehicle is characterized by lack of competition. Despite the loss caused, GPSA imposed a service charge of one percent on any motor vehicle’s price that procuring entities ordered con-trary to the requirements of Public Procurement Act of 2011.

Procurements:
CAG says loss of 
2.5bn/- on cars 
in fiscal 2019/20 
was due to laxity

CAG Charles Kichere. 

Censure 

“As a result, for the last four fi-nancial years, GPSA collected a total of 2.47bn/- as motor vehicles’ service charge from procuring entities, contrary to the require-ment of Section 105(2) (j) of Public Procurement Act of 2011 that man-dates the same task to the Minister of Finance and Planning,” the CAG 

noted. In addition, the audit found out that the system for managing and distribution of fuel did not pro-vide best price for procuring enti-ties as expected. Despite the fact that, GPSA does not incur other business costs such as corporate tax and staff salaries unlike oil mar-keting companies, it sold fuel at the 

maximum Ewura’s indicative retail prices as OMCs. 
The CAG among other things, recommend establishment of a web-based fuel management sys-tem which will easily manage and control supply of fuel and deny any loopholes for mismanagement of the product to reach non-intended 

users.
“Design a monitoring framework that will be employed to monitor the progress made by GPSA in bulk procurement of vehicles that will enable the Ministry to have real time information and intervene for improvement timely,” the CAG concluded.
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By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
yesterday presented the PMO’s budget 
estimates for the 2021/2022, anchored 
in the fight against corruption, 
reinforced combating of drug trafficking 

and systematic application of Kiswahili 
in courts across the country.

In setting out PMO expenditure 
priorities in the next financial year, 
the premier emphasised the need to 
strengthen sector strategies intended 
to transform the livelihoods of TURN TO PAGE 2

Tanzanians and achieve the country’s 
industrialization drive.

He said that in the next fiscal year, 
emphasis will be placed on stimulating an 
industrial and inclusive economy; fighting 
corruption and embezzlement of public 
funds, strengthening good governance; 
improving revenue collections and 
delivery of social services.

The National Assembly was asked to 
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ATCL: Govt pays for 3 new planes

Skin factories: Ministry 
proposes sharp tax cuts

TURN TO PAGE 2

The government must not 
only think of higher medical 
care budgets but rather focus 
on preventive measures to 
rescue people from exposure to 
diseases

By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

THE government has finalized payment 
for three new aircraft which are expected 
to arrive in the country in the next financial 
year, it has been confirmed.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa made 
this observation in the National Assembly 
yesterday while presenting budget estimates 
for his office for the 2021/22 fiscal year.

The planes now expected are two Airbus 
A220-300 and a Dash 8-Q400 De-Havilland, 
which the premier said were needed to 
further boost the Air Tanzania Corporation 
(ATCL) fleet and the country’s economic 
growth through a vibrant aviation sector.

The new acquisitions come at a time 
when there are calls from some quarters 
for caution on the revival of ATCL which 
has suffered losses running into billions of 
shillings for five consecutive years.

“The government will in the forthcoming 
fiscal year invest heavily in the rehabilitation 
and expansion of airports so as to facilitate 
smooth operations and growth of the 
aviation sector,” the premier affirmed, 
noting that the arrival of the new airplanes 
bring the number of planes procured by the 
government to 12.

He hailed ATCL for commencing flights 
to Guangzhou, a major commercial hub in 
China, something that will spur investment, 
increase tourist arrivals and attract 
investors not only in the aviation industry 
but in manufacturing, thus propelling the 
country’s industrialisation goal.

Majaliwa underlined that Air Tanzania 

‘Renegotiating Bagamoyo 
port project terms feasible’

By Correspondent James Kandoya

POLICY shift is evident at the Ministry 
of Livestock and Fisheries as it is seeking 
a 50 per cent tax cut on imported leather 
processing machines as part of efforts to 
rescue large parts of 98 per cent of skins 
that go to waste due to poor quality.

Speaking to The Guardian in an interview 
yesterday, minister Mashimba Ndaki said 
the ministry has already reached out to the 
Treasury to slash the specific taxes by half 
to enable more Tanzanians to set up skin 
processing factories.

“There are few such machines in the 
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PM sets priorities in 100bn/- office budget

By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

FRESH talks are on the cards with investors for the 
proposed Bagamoyo Port project, Parliament was told 
yesterday.

Winding up debate on the 114.8trn/- third Five Year 
Development Plan (FYDP-III) the Minister of State in the 
Prime Minister’s Officer (Investment) Geoffrey Mwambe 
said the government is willing to proceed with the 
project if contentious terms are altered.

“If they are able to change some of the conditions, 
we are ready to move on with implementation of the 
project,” he said.

This means the ball is now in the court of China 
Merchants Holdings, the Far East company that was 

country due to tax added costs. Iit is our 
hope that by cutting taxes by half many 
people will afford the machines and 
improve quality in the skin sub-sector,” 
he said, expressing the hope that the 
proposal will be examined and included 
in tax proposals during the ongoing 
parliamentary budget session.

The livestock sector is predominantly 
made of smallholder keepers and 
pastoralists, overly subsistent in character 
and lacking access to modernised inputs, 
professional services as well as adequate 
information on opportunities in the sector 
and produce markets.

.Anna Malongo (25), a shoe maker in 
Nkunhungu suburb of Dodoma said that 
high pricing of the machines compels 
fabric makers to use manual types of tools 
that consume more energy and time to 
make a product, underlining that with 
more skin processing plants shoe makers 
would do a better business and cut prices 
of shoes.

Local leather dealers say that leather 
tanning and processing machines cost is 

slated to construct the port and adjoining infrastructure, 
he said, hinting that if the parties meet and reach an 
agreement this time round, the multi-billion project 
would result in the largest deep-water port in Africa.

The project was initially agreed upon in 2013, the year 
that Chinese President Xi Jinping took office and visited 
Tanzania as his first itinerary in Africa, but the terms of 
the agreement remained a point of contention in high 
government circles and were completely rejected by 
fifth phase President John Magufuli.

In June 2019 the president suspended the project 
and opted for expansion of three other ports on the 
seashore, namely Dar es Salaam, Tanga and Mtwara.

Responding to MPs debating the development plan, 
the Minister of State in the President’s Office (Regional 
Administration and Local Governments) Ummy 
Mwalimu said that the government will continue 
pursuing several strategies to improve the provision of 
services in education and health sectors.

There is at present a deficit of one million desks 
in primary and secondary schools countrywide, 
she stated, affirming that in the next fiscal year the 

594,998
Job opportunities had 
been created during 
the fifth phase, with 
314,057 openings 
in the public sector 
and 280,941 job 
opportunities created 
in the private sector

nCombating corruption, drug trafficking, 
elevating Kiswahili as key components

This means ATCL has 
been piling up losses 
since the government 
started pumping 
billions of shillings 
into its revival in 
2016 with new 
operating systems, 
staff and a fleet of 
brand new aircraft



2 	 Wednesday 14 April 2021

NATIONAL.NEWS  

is one of the government’s flagship 
infrastructure development projects, 
with the purpose of making the country 
a regional air transport hub. The move to 
procure new planes will undercut debate 
on the future of the national carrier in the 
wake of a CAG annual report focusing on 
losses.

Last week, the Speaker of the National 
Assembly underscored the need for MPs 
to be bold and advise the government on 
proper measures to take on ATCL in view 
of its having made losses amounting to 
billions of shillings, welcoming lawmakers 
to debate the tabled new five year national 
development plan.

The Speaker particularly wanted MPs 
to discuss whether it is wise to continue 
purchasing airplanes or suspend the 
exercise in view of the losses incurred.

“The CAG report has revealed massive 
loss in ATCL, so we should think if we 

should continue purchasing more planes 
or stop and strengthen operations of planes 
already purchased,” he declared.

The latest audit report by the Controller 
and Auditor General released in Dodoma 
last week shows that the government had 
until June 2020 spent a total of 1.028 trn/- 
on purchasing eight aircraft lent to ATCL. 
However, the national carrier had recorded 
a cumulative loss of 153.542bn/- in the past 
five years with 60.246bn/- suffered in the 
2019/20 financial year alone.

“This means ATCL has been piling 
up losses since the government started 
pumping billions of shillings into its revival 
in 2016 with new operating systems, staff 
and a fleet of brand new aircraft,” MPs 
stated..

A cross-section of experts told The 
Guardian in an interview last week that 
ATCL was hastily revived in 2016 without 
a proper business plan which must be put 
in place before the national carrier receives 
any further investments.

FROM PAGE 1

ATCL: Govt pays for three new planes 

about 80m/- per unit, with traders blaming 
taxes on importing such units, meanwhile 
as low investment in value addition prunes 
earnings substantially by exporting raw 
hides and skins.

Tanzania is the second in livestock 
numbers in Africa, accounting for 11 per 
cent of African cattle population, while the 
contribution of the leather sector to GDP is 
statistically minimal, experts say.

Critics say low public financing in budget 
allocation is the problem, but others 
point at low capitalisation of the sector, 
anchored in traditional livestock keeping 
on communal lands hindering credit 
flows to build factories or acquire modern 
technology.

Last year, the government launched the 
Tanzania Livestock Master Plan (TLMP) to 
address major challenges facing the sector 
as part of the Tanzania Development Vision 
(TDV) towards 2025, projecting a livestock 
sector that is commercially run, modern 
and sustainable.

It is expected to be using improved and 
highly productive livestock to ensure food 
security, improved income for households 
and the nation while conserving the 
environment, all of which is inconsistent 
with current grazing land occupancy and 
rearing structures..

However, the trend setting Analysis of 
Public Financing on the Livestock Sector, a 
study by civil society organizations, shows 
that for the last six fiscal years, Tanzanian 
national budget has been increasing at 
consistently high rates, and thus its capacity 
to finance various sectors.

It rose by 15bn/- in the fiscal year 2012/13 
and over 31bn/- in fiscal 2017/18, where the 
total budget doubled from fiscal 2012/13 
to fiscal 2017/18, while public agricultural 
sector financing did not exceed seven 
percent.

Government commitment to the 
Maputo and Malabo declarations implies 
it adheres to 10 percent national budget 
allocation to the agriculture sector to 
attain annual 6 percent sector net growth, 
CSOs emphasise
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Skin factories: Ministry proposes sharp tax cuts

government will purchase 700,000 desks 
to curb the gap and improve the learning 
and teaching environment.

The government is also  examining 
measures to extend special incentives for 
teachers and medical staff countrywide in 
rural areas, to encourage them to deliver 
best in classes and health centres, she said.

Dr Dorothy Gwajima, the Minister for 
Health, said that the government will table 
a bill on Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 
in the current session.

 “We are finalising the draft and will table 
it in this session,” she said, elaborating 
that it aims at further strengthening the 
provision of health services by ensuring 
that every Tanzanian has access to quality 
and affordable medical services.

 Prof Kitila Mkumbo, the Minister for 
Industry and Trade said the government 
is working to come up with a business 
facilitation law so as to stimulate trade and 

investment in the country.
 Earlier, while debating the bill, MPs urged 

the government to ensure that the strategic 
plan priorities are  fully implemented to 
attain intended goals.

Cesilia Paresso (Special Seats, Chadema) 
urged the government to ensure to form 
a specialised team to drum up awareness 
countrywide to change people’s mindsets 
on healthy life styles so as to fight chronic 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs).

The government must not only think of 
higher medical care budgets but rather 
focus on preventive measures to rescue 
people from exposure to diseases.

Increasing awareness on NCDs and 
associated risk factors, promoting healthy 
lifestyles and community involvement, 
with individuals taking responsibility for 
own health was the best path, she stated.

 Jaffar Chege (Rorya) advised the 
government to invest heavily in land 
surveying and planning to add its value and 
increase revenue collection from it.
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‘Renegotiating Bagamoyo port project terms feasible’

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa heads for the podium in the National Assembly in Dodoma city yesterday ready to table his 
Office’s Budget estimates for financial year 2021/2022. Photo: PMO

approve 116.78bn/- out of which 
93.30bn/- is for recurrent and 23.48bn/- 
for development expenditure

The premier also requested MPs 
to approve 128.87bn/- for Parliament 
Office, of which 121.86bn/- is for 
recurrent expenditure and 6.99bn/- for 
development needs.

Next fiscal year’s budget plan focuses 
on attaining the Third Five-Year 
Development Plan (2021/2026), directed 
at promoting industrialisation agenda 
so as to boost the country’s economy, he 
stated.

“Our focus is to ensure that we invest 
heavily to stimulate a competitive 
and inclusive economy which entails 
improving the trade and business 
environment to attract investments, 
strengthen production in factories and 
delivery of social services,” he said.

In implementing the next budget, 
PMO will heighten supervision to ensure 

that priorities aimed at improving 
the country’s economy, stability, 
establishing industries and improving 
the country’s investment environment 
are assured, he stated.

PMO targets to invest heavily in 
improving social services that directly 
touch the lives of ordinary people, with 
such sectors as water, electricity, health, 
education and transport expected to 
undergo structural alterations to be 
more accessible to the majority of the 
people, he stated.

On July 1 the government will 
embark on the implementation of the 
114.8trillion/- Five Year Development 
Plan (FYDP-III), bent on stimulating a 
competitive and inclusive economy in 
line with the 2025 Vision.

The development plan’s overall goal 
is to see the country’s economy growing 
by 8.0 percent annually by 2026, he 
said, noting that the plan aims to further 
strengthen cooperation with the private 

sector to   facilitate creation of millions 
jobs needed n the medium term.

Experts say the plan seeks to 
transform the economy from a low 
productivity agricultural economy 
to an industrialised model based on 
modernization of the agricultural sector.

The premier outlined achievements 
of the fifth phase in this financial 
year, citing higher employment, high 
economic growth, wider economic 
empowerment, stability in defence and 
security, judiciary reforms, improved 
international relations and other areas.

As of February 2021, a total of 594,998 
job opportunities had been created 
during the fifth phase, with 314,057 
openings in the public sector and 
280,941 job opportunities created in the 
private sector, he stated.

From July 2020 to February 2021, the 
government arrested 5,374 suspected 
drug dealers, impounding 67.2 kilos of 
heroin and 1.96kgs of cocaine, he added.
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Benjamin Mkapa Foundation CEO Dr Ellen Mkondya-Senkoro (L) leads other staff in donating blood in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday as part of the commemoration of the foundation’s 15th anniversary. Right is Neema Selemani, an assistant nursing 
officer with the National Blood Transfusion Service. Photo: Guardian Photographer

By Getrude Mbago

THE Parliamentary Committee 
on HIV/ AIDS has disclosed that 
congestion in the country’s cells 
and prisons is fuelling the spread 
of tuberculosis (TB) infections.  

According to the committee, the 
situation calls for an immediate 
and strong strategy by the 
government so as to address it and 
rescue heaths of prisoners and 
detainees in the country.

Reading the committee’s 
comments yesterday in the House, 
chairman Fatuma Toufiq said 
that the government should also 
strengthen testing and medical 
services so as to fight TB in prisons.

He was presenting on the 
parliamentary committee 
yesterday in the House on the 
budget estimates for the Prime 
Minister’s office for the 2021/22 
fiscal year. “The government 
should take immediate and serious 
measure on this, prisoners’ health 
should be prioritized by ensuring 
that they stay safe and have access 
to health services,” she said.

According to the government 
data, the country’s prison facilities 
are still overcrowded by thousands 
despite various measures by 
the government to reduce the 
numbers.

Home Affairs Deputy Minister 

Khamis Chilo told the National 
Assembly last week that until 
March 30 this year, there were 
a total of 33,473 inmates in the 
country’s jails out of which some 
16,735 were prisoners and 16,738 
remandees while the country’s 
prisons accommodation capacity 
is 29,902.

This translates into excess 
population of 3,671 prisoners and 
remandees.

Chilo said that the government is 
aware of overcrowding in prisons 
and cells and it has been taking 
various measures to address 
the problem which include 
constructing more prisons as 
well as involving criminal justice 
agencies to fast-track listening of 
trials and cases.

In the same vein, Taofiq said 
that the committee has found that 
distance to treatment centres had 
contributed to the majority of HIV/
TB patients to fail to adhere to their 
doses. “So the government should 
think on bringing the services 
closer to people,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Parliamentary 
Committee on Good Governance 
and Local Government, called 
on the government through the 

Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) 
to accelerate the completion of the 
‘National Investment Guideline’ 
which will provide right direction 
on investment issues.

Humphrey Polepole, the 
committee’s chairman said that the 
guideline should be also uploaded 
online so as to enable investors 
be aware of the conditions and 
key things to consider in their 
investment plans.

The Parliamentary Committee 
on Constitution and Legal Affairs 
said its analysis had found that 
budget of the Prime Minister’s 
Office for the 2021/22 fiscal year 
has fallen by almost half because 
the government has reduced 
dependency on foreign budget 
support which have largely been 
not provided on time and thus 
delaying the implementation of 
plans. “We (the committee) had 
advised the Prime Minister’s office 
to reduce dependency on foreign 
funding in implementing its budget 
plans but rather strengthen efforts 
by creating new sources of local 
collections including increasing 
revenue collection capacity, ”said 
Najma Giga Vice Chairman of the 
Committee.

‘Congestion in country’s prisons
fuelling spread of tuberculosis’

By Guardian Correspondent, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr 
Hussein Mwinyi has revoked the 
appointment of three heads of 
special units after it emerged that 
there were ghost workers in their 
departments who occasioned huge 
losses of public funds. 

Those whose appointments had 
been revoked include the head 
of department of corrections Ali 
Abdallah Ali, head of National 
Service Department ( JKU) Col Ali 
Mtumweni Hamad and the head of 
the Anti-Smuggling Unit (KMKM) 
Hassan Mussa Mzee.

In his statement to the media 
yesterday, Dr Mwinyi said following 
reports of ghost workers in the 
departments, he formed a probe 
team to verify the number of 
employees and the scales of salaries 
paid to all units.

He said the report of the probe 
team said there were 381 people 
who were being paid salaries 
without being in   employment.  

Dr Mwinyi said the money was 
being received for the entire period 
they were in the units, adding that 
what came to light was when the 
probe team started work – as some 
of the units including JKU started 

to embark on the processes to 
formalize the existence of the said 
workers. 

He said at one time some officers 
were nabbed from a privately 
owned house clad military uniforms 
and had their photograph taken 
to prove that they were officially 
employed. Dr Mwinyi said in his 
statement that it has been found 
out that over 2.23bn/- was lost for 
paying ghost workers.

He said the probe team also 
verified the payment of allowances 
in the units and found out that in 
December last year alone the money 
paid as allowance was 304,135,939/-, 
equivalent to 1.82bn/- for the period 
of six months beginning in July last 
year.

He said the probe team went 
further and found out that there 
were workers who had already 
retired but were still receiving 
salaries. He said there were 12 
retirees in the Special SMZ units 
who continued to receive salaries 
after retiring.

President Mwinyi explained 
that the situation was caused by 
senior accounting officers in the 
Special SMZ units for negligence, 
intentionally or not, but in the 
process, he said, the government 

suffered a loss of 44,610,280/-.
However, Dr Mwinyi said two 

among the retirees were called by 
the probe team for interrogation 
and later they agreed to return the 
money which is a total of 10,766,560/-
, the money which was paid to the 
government consolidated fund.

He said when an officer is 
dismissed from government 
employment his salary had to stop 
immediately, but the probe team 
discovered that the accountants 
of the Special SMZ units and other 
salary posting officials delay the 
process deliberately so as to use the 
money for their own use.

He also said the probe team 
discovered that in regard to JKU a 
total of 771 personnel were deducted 
money for food allowances without 
staying in camps and the money 
found it way in the pockets of a few 
people. He said 539,700,000/- was 
misappropriated in this way in the 
period of ten months beginning in 
March 2020.

Dr Mwinyi said the probe team 
did a very good job in uprooting 
weaknesses in accounting and 
ordered legal steps taken against all 
accounting officers involved, some 
of who, he said had already been 
suspended.

Mwinyi sacks top officials over fraud
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

TANZANIA Teachers Union (TTU) 
has vehemently opposed the proposed 
Tanzania Teachers’ Professional Board, 
terming it a replica of Teachers Service 
Commission(TSC) and an additional 
burden to teachers.

Addressing a press conference here 
yesterday TTU president, Leah Ulaya said 
formation of the board is a burden to 
teachers who shall be required to pay a 
minimum of 50,000 as registration, licence 
and annual fees to run it.

She added that teachers with grievances 
shall also be required to pay arbitration fee 
and teachers shall have to attend annual 
seminars and training at their own cost. 
Any teacher who fails to attend refresher 
course or seminar shall have professional 
licence nullified.

The president noted that most of the 
functions on the envisioned board are 
similar to those of the current Teachers 
Service Commission(TSC), thus duplication 
of organs that regulate teachers.

“TTU has maintained its stance on 
the formation of the Tanzania Teachers’ 
Professional Board which in its totality is a 
burden to teachers. “she said.

Ulaya noted that in 2019, TTU was invited 
to give views on the establishment of the 
board of which it rejected the idea after 
reading the Tanzania Teachers Professional 
Board Act 2018, which provides for the 
establishment of the board.

She said TTU leaders were again on 
12th April,2021 invited by the Clerk 
to the National Assembly to meet the 
parliamentary Subsidiary Legislations 
Committee and discuss the regulations on 
the establishment of the board.

However, she explained that TTU 
supports strengthening of TSC and not 
establishment of the board and the 
government insists on the creation of it, the 
union shall be forced to react unexpectedly.

Similar sentiments were echoed by the 
union’s vice-president, Dinah Mathamani 
who argued will be based at a certain place, 
forcing teachers to travel far distance to get 
service unlike TSC which has roots up to 
district level.

She wondered why teachers cannot have 
commission just like it is with the judiciary. 
“Let the government have trust in teachers 
for they are well trained and professionally 
qualified” she said.

General Secretary, Deus Seif noted that 
teachers are at this time of the year busy, 
some preparing students for national 
examinations and others working hard to 
improve performance, hence no need to 
destabilize them.

The late President John Magufuli passed 
the Tanzania Teachers’ Professional Act 
2018 in September,2018, with the aim, 
among others, to see the formation of the 
board.

It is also to deal with registration 
of teachers, regulation of standards, 
professional conducts and to provide for 
other related matters.

Other duties of the board include to 
advise the minister on matters pertaining 
to the teaching profession, establish and 
maintain the register of professional 
teachers.

It is also expected to establish and 
promote the teaching professional 
standards, promote and regulate continuing 
professional development for teachers.

Others are to inquire into complaint, 
charge or allegation of improper conduct 
against any registered teacher under the 
Act, formulate and enforce a comprehensive 
code of professional conduct and ethics of 
the teaching profession

It is to undertake and commission 
appropriate research into teaching and 
matters related to the teaching profession, 
issue certificates of registration or licenses 
for teachers.

The Board shall have powers to caution, 
censure, suspend from practice or erase 
from the Register of any professional 
teacher who has been convicted of a 
criminal offence and sentenced for a period 
of not less than six months.

Who fails to observe conditions for 
registration, has done anything that 
has lowered the esteem and integrity 
of the teaching profession in relation 
to professional ethics and standards as 
determined by the board has breached 
professional conduct.  

TTU faults formation of state 
Teachers’ Professional Board

Denmark’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Mette Norgaard Dissing-Spandet (L), and Legal Services Facility CEO Lulu Ng’wanakilala 
sign a one-year US$2.4 million (about 5.6 billion/-) agreement in additional funding for 2021 in support of the implementation 
of LSF’s access to justice programme. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE Legal Services Facility (LSF) and 
the Danish embassy, DANIDA in Tanzania 
have signed a one-year agreement of 
5.6bn (US$2.4million) as an additional 
funding for this year   to support the 
implementation of LSF’s access to justice 
programme.

LSF has received the additional grant 
in order to increase access to justice 
for Tanzanians. The programme aims 
at improving the legal empowerment 
environment, by building and 
strengthening capacity of organizations 
providing legal aid- and paralegal services 
to vulnerable groups in the communities, 
especially women and children.

The access to justice program aims 
at building a sustainable foundation 
for legal aid services in Tanzania by 
reviewing various discriminative 
systems, policies, and laws that hinder 
the social welfare and development of 
women and children in the communities 
with the view of improving access to 
justice systems in the country at all levels. 

The program aligns with the 
Sustainable Development Goals 2030 
number 5 and 16 on gender equality 
and empowerment for women and 
promotion of access to justice for all. 
In addition, the program aligns to the 
Tanzania Development Vision 2025, 

which recognizes the need to strive 
towards creating a sound mechanism for 
peace and good governance, of which a 
main attribute is sustainable access to 
justice system.

Speaking during the signing event, 
the Danish Ambassador to Tanzania, 
Mette Nørgaard Dissing-Spandet said 
that Denmark has decided to commit 
additional funds to LSF in order to 
ensure access to justice in Tanzania is 
upheld. “LSF and the Danish Embassy 
have been trusted partners for almost 
10 years. LSF has been doing a great job 
showing important results in access to 
justice within land disputes, matrimonial 
disputes, inheritance, child maintenance, 
and gender-based violence practices. 
Especially for women and children – a 
Danish priority.  I believe, this support 
will help improving formal and informal 
justice systems including paralegal 
services, which help facilitate timely 
access to justice”.

“I believe that this support will facilitate 
better policies and laws that protect all 
Tanzanians. This funding is part of our 
focus on ensuring that all communities 
in Tanzania benefits from a legal system 
providing true rule of law that respects 
everyone regardless of age or gender,” 
said Ambassador Mette Nørgaard 
Dissing-Spandet.

LSF’s Chief Executive Officer, Lulu 

Ng’wanakilala said: “This funding will 
continue to facilitate access to free legal 
aid and paralegal services for those who 
need it the most across the country 
through more than 4000 paralegals. 
We are very grateful to the Danish 
Embassy for their continued support in 
the implementation of our key program 
countrywide. For almost 10 years now, 
Denmark has been instrumental in 
ensuring that our program benefits all 
citizens, especially women and children”.

She further highlighted the results 
from last year: “In 2020, LSF managed 
to provide legal aid services to almost 
100.000 individuals in different parts of 
Tanzania and Zanzibar, where more than 
half (60 percent) were women. Out of all 
the reported cases to paralegals, almost 
60 percent were resolved. LSF has also 
provided legal education to more than 6 
million people across the country”, she 
told the Danish Ambassador during the 
signing event.

The additional funds come on top 
of 10 years of support with approx. 
TZS 65 Billion (USD 28 Million) as well 
as an extra election grant on TZS 720 
million (USD 311,471) to facilitate 31 LSF 
grantee organizations accredited by 
National Election Commission (NEC) to 
conduct voter’s education and election 
observation for the 2020 General 
election.

Denmark supports access by LSF to 
justice programme across Tanzania

PROPERTIES LTD
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By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

TANZANIA imports over 
300,000 tonnes of sugar every 
year to cater for the country’s 
demand which is about 485,000 
tonnes, the House was informed 
yesterday.

Deputy minister for Industry 
and Trade Exaud Kigahe said 
this when responding to a 
question by Irene Ndyamkama 
(Special Seats) who sought to 
know the government’s plan to 
facilitate investment in sugarcane 
production so as to improve sugar 
production in the country.

In her basic question, the 
legislator wanted to know the 
government plan to support 
construction of sugar factories 
in Kalambo and Nkasi as well as 
facilitate growers to engage in 
production of quality sugarcane.

Responding, the deputy 
minister said that the government 
has been taking durable measures 
so as to boost production of sugar 
in the country which include 
encouraging locals and foreigner 
investors to increase production 
and invest in large sugarcane 
plantations.

He said that due to insufficient 
local production, the government 
has been permitting import of 
over 300,000 tonnes of sugar 
every year so as to cater home and 
industrial demand.

“The country’s current 
production of sugar stands at 
320,000 tonnes per year while 
the actual demand is 485,000 
tonnes, so we have a gap of 

165,000 tonnes of sugar for home 
consumption and 145,000 tonnes 
of the sweetener for industrial 
use,” Kigahe explained.

The deputy minister further 
said: “We will continue investing 
in new projects including 
construction of big and small 
factories so as to boost production 
of sugar in the country, we 
have been doing this in close 
cooperation with the private 
sector.”

He said that the Tanzania Sugar 
Board (TSB) had also conducted 
a study to identify potential areas 
which are favourable for the 
production of sugarcane in the 
various parts in the country.

“As per the investment guideline 
book, Rukwa Region has set aside 
20 and 15.6 hactares in Kalambo 
and Nkasi districts respectively 
which are potential for sugarcane 
production,” the deputy minister 
added.

He said that the government 
will continue to implement 
various strategies so as to attract 
more investors in establishing 
sugarcane plantations and sugar 
production in the country.

Tanzania imports 
over 300,000 tons 
of sugar each year 
to meet domestic 
demand, MPs told

TPB Bank Plc communication and marketing manager Grace Majige (2nd-R) and the bank’s Pemba Island branch manager, Shomary Rimisho 
(C), present over 2.6m/- worth of building materials to Mavugwa Primary School headteacher Fadhii Hamad Suleiman (L) on Monday. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

FARM For the Future, the 
Iringa-based commercial farm 
producing seed maize, sunflower, 
and commercial maize is relishing 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 
tenacity to restore investor trust 
and has committed to further 
invest in Tanzania.

The Farm For the Future 
chairman, Osmund Ueland said 
in a statement yesterday that 
in line with the President’s call, 
his company is actively looking 
for investors locally and in the 
European market to expand its 
equity.

“Our plan is to invest 2.2 
million US dollars in high-value 
crops specifically seed maize 
and macadamia and associated 
irrigation systems that will 

guarantee our ability to grow 
sustainably and profitably,” he 
said.

Farm For the Future will be 
the first in Tanzania to grow 
macadamia on a large scale 
commercial investment while 
giving a large number of farmers 
opportunities to lift themselves 
out of poverty through 
participation in the value chain.

Ueland said macadamia nuts 
attract a premium price in 
international markets and would 
offer an important source of 
income for producers and foreign 
exchange earnings for the country. 
He added that it would support a 
string of other actors in the value 
chain from input suppliers to 
processors.

Ueland said the vast majority of 
the US$1.2million invested in the 

FFF so far has come from Europe 
and he would like to see local 
investors taking advantage of such 
an opportunity to invest in these 
highly profitable commodities.

“I would like to see at least 10 
percent investment coming from 
Tanzanians,” he said.

Ueland is relishing the 
support from the government 
especially the Iringa Regional 
Commissioner Iringa’s office 
which launched the Iringa 
Investment Guide recently.

“The government pledge and 
efforts in welcoming foreign 
investors are very encouraging. 
This gives us confidence and 
it is one of the best ways the 
government can support us at a 
time when we are scaling up our 
operations,” he said.

He said the Iringa Investment 

Guide serves as a blueprint 
for facilitating investments 
and contributing towards 
the attainment of Tanzania’s 
industrialization dream.

Macadamia remains a niche 
product for its superior health 
benefits as well as natural 
cosmetics while they are also 
consumed as premium snacks 
and used as ingredients in cookies 
and ice cream.

With the farm’s investment in 
irrigation and high-value crops, 
the number of permanent and 
casual workers will more than 
double from today. The number 
of out-growers will follow and the 
farm will become a strong motor 
in community development.

Commercial farming and 
training in the same arena is the 
very unique model at FFF.

Farm For the Future relishes President Samia’s promise

Rev Jonas Singo (C), development director of the Tanzania’s Eastern and Central Province of the Seventh Day Adventist Church (SDA), briefs 
journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the church’s planned fundraiser for the construction of Mzizima Centre of Influence in the city. He is 
flanked by Rev Charles Mjema (L) of the Mzizima SDA Church and the Project Chairman Josiah Mrimi. Services to be offered at the facility will 
include training young people on fighting unemployment, poverty and disease as well as counselling them on drug abuse and crime. Photo: John 
Badi

By Getrude Mbago, Dodoma

THE government has directed 
the State Mining Corporation 
(STAMICO) and Tanzania Electric 
Supply Company (TANESCO) to 
work harder to find funds so as to 
resume the 200Megawatts Kiwira 
Coal Mine project.

The operations at the coal 
mine in Kiwira were shut down 
in 2012 and all the workers were 
laid off.

Deputy Minister for energy 
Prof Shukrani Manya made the 
directive yesterday in the House 
during the question and answers 
session.

He was responding to a 
supplementary question by Kyela 
MP, Ally Mlaghila who demanded 
for the government statement on 

the stagnated project.
Prof Manya said that the 

government has been working 
hard to ensure that it reopen 
the Kiwira Coal Mine that once 
offered immense opportunities 
and benefits to residents in 
Mbeya.

He said the government was 
also arranging payments to the 
893 former employees, the arrears 
which reaches 1.02bn/-.

“All former employees with 
the Kiwira Coal Mine will be paid 
their dues and the government 
through the ministry of Finance 
and Planning has already assessed 

the debts before start issuing the 
payments,” he said.

In his basic question the 
lawmaker queried on the fate 
of the coal mine that its closure 
had denied them immense 
opportunities and benefits.

He also queried on when the 
government will pay arrears to 
all the hundreds of workers who 
were laid off following closure of 
the mine.

The deputy minister assured 
the lawmaker and all workers 
that no one will be left behind 
once the payment exercise 
commences.

“We inherited the debts from 
the former investors of the coal 
mine, but I assure you that all will 
be paid,” he stressed.

The Minister added that 
currently some legal procedures 
between STAMICO and TANESCO 
are progressing since the coal 
mine is one of the priority projects 
for implementation.

“A team of experts from 
TANESCO and STAMICO has 
visited the project site and 
the rehabilitation of some 
infrastructures at the mine are 
ongoing so as to commence 
operations,” Prof Manya added.

Stamico, Tanesco urged to work harder  
for ‘revival’ of Kiwira coal mine project

By Guardian Reporter

SEVENTH-day Adventist 
Churches in the Eastern and 
Central Province of Tanzania 
(ECT) is building a center of 
influence in Dar es Salaam in a new 
drive to address unemployment 
among the youth. 

Briefing journalists in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday, SDA Eastern 
and Central Province of Tanzania 
Development Director Rev. Jonas 
Singo said that the facility dubbed 
‘Mzizima Center of Influence’ will 
be built in the central business 
district (CBD).

He said that the idea came 
after realizing that youth 
unemployment is soaring high in 
urban areas of the country, with 
Dar es Salaam leading by 28.8 
percent with the largest number 
of the victims being young girls.

In making the project a reality, 
Rev. Singo said that Mzizima SDA 
is running a fundraising initiative 
for the first phase which aims to 
raise 800m/- which will cover the 
cost of land purchase and initial 
construction expenses.

According to him, the project 
aims at reducing unemployment 
and poverty among youth 
by providing training on 
entrepreneurship skills, life skills 
and economic opportunities 
available in various places within 
and outside the country.

“The center will go further at 
providing education on financial 
issues such as savings, proper use 
of technology and the internet in 
innovating business opportunities 
and finding markets at local and 
foreign levels,” he said.

“According to various studies, 
unemployment in this era of 
technology and globalization has 
led to an increase in crime, drug 
use, accidental pregnancies, non-
communicable diseases and an 
increase in sexually transmitted 

diseases among youths in the 
country,” he said.

The center will work on 
counselling against drug abuse 
and crime by providing training 
on the responsibilities, human 
rights and offer necessary support 
for overcoming drug addiction.

In the health sector, the center 
will provide practical training on 
nutrition and food preparation, 
education and counseling on 
infectious diseases such as HIV 
and other sexually transmitted 
diseases and tuberculosis, caused 
by an inappropriate lifestyle. The 
center will also have a community 
exercise center that will provide 
practical training on proper 
exercise practice for health.

“The center will have a modern 
community library with friendly 
environments and a wide range 
of books for the youth and the 
community at large for self-
education, inspired by changing 
attitudes and approaches to the 
community in relation to various 
issues for the better wellbeing. 
The center will also provide 
outreach services to the youths.”

SDA Church putting up 
centre in Dar to address 
youth unemployment

The center 
will go further 
at providing 
education on 
financial issues 
such as savings, 
proper use of 
technology and 
the internet in 
innovating business 
opportunities and 
finding markets at 
local and foreign 
levels

“We will continue 
investing in new projects 
including construction 
of big and small factories 
so as to boost production 
of sugar in the country, 
we have been doing this 
in close cooperation with 
the private sector.”
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Eric Alterman And Carlos Lozado 

T
rump is hardly the 
first serial liar in the 
White House. But 
his deceptions are 

different.”Do you regret at all, 
all the lying you’ve done to the 
American people?” When a 
HuffPost reporter posed that 
query to former President Trump 
last year, Trump briefly asked 
for clarification, then, without 
answering -- or showing much 
concern -- moved to a different 
question.

Trump’s deceit, with all its 
variety and compulsiveness, is a 
shocking element of his time in 
office, shocking in its regularity 
and in its seeming lack of political 
consequences. The Washington 
Post has catalogued more than 
20,000 Trump falsehoods, and 
multiple volumes with ominous 
titles such as “The Death of Truth” 
and “Gaslighting America” have 
chronicled the phenomenon. 
CNN even ran a special report 
with Watergate undertones: “All 
the President’s Lies.”

So, to gaze upon the extended 
dance mix of mendacity that is the 
Trump presidency and counter 
but all presidents lie would seem 
the high point of whataboutism, 
an indefensible deflection of a 
practice that is corrosive to public 
trust and democracy. Except that, 
well, all presidents do lie.

In “Lying in State,” Eric 
Alterman, an English professor 
at Brooklyn College and media 
columnist for the Nation, surveys 
the history of presidential 
falsehood from Washington 
to Trump and finds plenty of 
misinformation, disinformation, 
bald-faced lying and plain 
nonsense past presidents have 
lied mainly for reasons of national 
security or to justify ideological 
or expansionist ambitions, he 
writes, and they showed some 
shame when caught. In Trump, 
however, the public encountered 
a president “who was an 
unapologetic, pathological liar 
and did not care who knew it,” a 
president who lied about his own 
biography, his election results, his 
policies, his wealth, his infidelities, 
even his golf game.

Trump’s lies may surpass those 
of previous presidents in numbers 
and shamelessness, but he still 
owes much to his predecessors. 
Past presidential falsehood has 
conditioned the public and the 
news media to expect, accept 
and in some cases enable White 
House duplicity, Alterman 
argues. Trump, he explains, “is 
the Frankenstein monster of 
a political system that has not 
merely tolerated lies from our 
leaders but has come to demand 
them.” This book is an attack on 
Trump specifically, but also a 
broader critique of a press that 
Alterman sees as complicit, and 

of past presidents whose legacies 
give Oval Office dishonesty an 
aggregate force.

Alterman dwells on President 
Andrew Jackson, whose 
Indian removal policy was 
predicated on the falsehood 
that outlying territories were 
largely unpopulated or that their 
inhabitants were less than fully 
human. While Alterman notes 
that most of the beliefs Jackson 
and his supporters held about 
the Native American population 
“would not have been judged 
lies by their contemporaries,” 
he stresses that Jackson was 
frequently duplicitous about 
the details of the policy itself, 
such as his insistence that the 
relocation from tribal lands was 
voluntary. And he highlights how 
the one-term James Polk vastly 
exaggerated the security threats 
posed by Mexico to launch the 
Mexican-American War.

Soon, continental expansionism 
came to be seen less as a policy 
choice than as a divinely ordained 
national imperative -- and 
dishonesty a minor transgression 
required to achieve it. “Lying 
on behalf of a successful war of 
expansion, however aggressively 
pursued, came to be viewed as 
an expression of ‘leadership,’ “ 
Alterman writes. “In this young, 
self-confident nation, results were 
what counted.”

Presidents would lie for more 
self-serving reasons -- Woodrow 
Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt and 
John F. Kennedy constantly 
misled voters about their health, 
Alterman reminds -- but much of 
the presidential lying in the 20th 
century centered on matters of 
war. Wilson created the nation’s 
first propaganda agency to drum 
up support for World War I. Harry 
Truman described Hiroshima 
as a military base, even though 
90 percent of those killed in the 
bombing were civilians. Dwight 
Eisenhower’s administration 
lied about the prospects of 
a communist takeover in 
Guatemala to justify support for 
a coup, Alterman writes, and the 
president himself even created “a 
fully fictional account” of the coup 
in his subsequent memoir. (There 
should be a special punishment 
for bound, hardcover lies.) And, 
of course, Ike was caught in his 
“most personally painful lie,” 
Alterman writes, when he insisted 
that an American U-2 spy plane 
shot down by the Soviets was just 
a weather research aircraft -- only 
for the Soviets to reveal evidence 
(including the surviving pilot) that 
it was indeed on an espionage 
mission.

But to Alterman, not all lies 
are created equal, nor are they 

equally harmful. FDR prepared for 
America’s entry into World War II 
even while publicly insisting that 
he wouldn’t, a decision Alterman 
deems “awfully perspicacious.” 
Lyndon Johnson’s lies during 
the Vietnam War, by contrast, 
“poisoned not only his presidency 
and his war but American political 
life itself.” LBJ and his top aides 
“felt compelled to lie virtually 
every time” they discussed the 
war, claiming progress when 
none existed, until the distance 
between spin and reality became 
unbearable. Journalists employed 
a memorable phrase to describe 
the president’s lies without 
calling him a liar. The Johnson 
administration, they explained, 
suffered from a “credibility gap.”

Such euphemisms get to the 
heart of Alterman’s media critique. 
Journalists give government 
officials a wide berth on matters 
of national security, “lest they 
appear unpatriotic, or somehow 
find themselves responsible for 
undermining the nation’s safety,” 
he writes. They also tend to 
show inordinate respect for the 
office of the presidency, even if 
that respect declined with the 
Nixon White House, where lying, 
Alterman recalls, “was standard 
operating procedure.” 

But worst of all, in his estimation, 
is the “ideology of journalistic 
objectivity,” which supposedly 
dictates that every issue has two 
sides and that both must be aired, 
even if one is untrue. A growing 
conservative media establishment 
has long taken advantage of this 
practice, promoting the lies of 
favored politicians and accusing 
thin-skinned journalists of liberal 
bias should they dare point them 
out.

This working-the-refs strategy 
became prevalent in the 1980s, 
Alterman writes (he calls it 
“the primary legacy” of Ronald 
Reagan’s presidency, with its 
incessant lies about the Iran-
contra scandal). But it was in the 
Obama years that Republicans 
realized “they would rarely pay 
a price” for lying about President 
Barack Obama, whether his 
policies, his politics or even his 
birth. Which brings us, inevitably, 
to Trump.

Trump has lied not just about 
his predecessor’s origins and 
legitimacy, but also about his 
own initiatives (“it would be 
difficult to identify a single policy 
of the Trump White House that 
was not in some way based on 
a lie,” Alterman asserts) and 
about his origin story as a self-
made businessman. Wed to 
the ideology of objectivity, the 
author complains, the press 
has “normalized” Trump’s lies. 

“They were so intent on insisting 
they were not in a fight with the 
president that they were failing 
to inform the public of just how 
serious a threat he posed to its 
freedoms.”

It is by now a widely held 
criticism -- normalizing Trump is 
the mortal sin of our time. Yet one 
should not forget how the same 
news media has remade the Trump 
story through major revelations. 
The most eviscerating attack 
on the president’s businessman 
narrative came through a New 
York Times investigation of his 
family’s finances, for instance, 
while The Washington Post 
dismantled Trump’s pretensions 
to philanthropic generosity. And 
multiple news organizations 
have tackled what Alterman 
calls Trump’s most successful 
lies, “those told in the service 
of hiding his 2016 presidential 
campaign’s exploitation of 
Russian interference on his 
behalf.” Journalists hardly need 
declare themselves members 
of the resistance to produce 
reporting that reveals the threats 
this president poses.

Journalistically, truth is 
not simply a declaration 
of unassailable facts but a 
painstaking process of inquiry. 
Journalism’s practices and 
principles merit ongoing scrutiny 
and rethinking; merely dismissing 
them as pernicious ideologies 
does not go far enough. Even so, 
Alterman’s survey is instructive, 
showing how, in Trump’s 
dishonesty, there is both a 
stunning break and a cumulative 
continuity. Alterman also offers 
the most incisive answer I’ve 
read to a running debate of this 
era: when journalists should call 
Trump’s falsehoods actual lies.

Some news organizations 
are quite free with the word 
“lie,” whereas others use it only 
sparingly. Some say the term 
requires knowledge of a person’s 
individual intent and mind-set. “I 
am less interested in intent than 
responsibility,” Alterman writes. A 
lie occurs whenever the president 
or someone authorized to speak 
for him purposely misleads 
the public, and a misstatement 
revealed as false becomes a lie 
when not promptly corrected. “If 
it was the president’s professional 
responsibility to know the truth 
about something and he did not 
bother to learn it, or he and his 
subordinates purposely avoided 
sharing information in order to 
establish ‘plausible deniability,’ I 
still call it a lie,” Alterman writes.

Under this most reasonable 
yardstick, all the president’s lies 
add up, even if the president’s 
regrets never do.

Lying in state: Why presidents  
lie and why Trump was worse

Sunflower oil producers see 
brighter days - this is why... 

W
ith an annual 
output of around 
350,000 tonnes 
of sunflower 

oilseeds, corresponding to about 
90,000 tonnes of oil, Tanzania 
is one of the top ten sunflower 
oilseed producers in the world. 
Sunflowers are grown all over the 
country, mostly by small-scale 
farmers.

The sunflower has many 
meanings across the world. 
Different cultures believe it means 
anything from positivity and 
strength to admiration and loyalty. 
In Chinese culture, sunflowers are 
said to mean good luck and lasting 
happiness which is why they are 
often given at graduations and at 
the start of a new business.

With an annual output of around 
350,000 tonness of sunflower 
oilseeds, corresponding to about 
90,000 tonnes of oil, Tanzania 
is one of the top ten sunflower 
oilseed producers in the world. 
Sunflowers are grown all over the 
country, mostly by small-scale 
farmers. 

Therefore the development 
of the sunflower oil sector has 
a great potential for improving 
livelihoods and the welfare of 
relatively poorer households.

The Dodoma Region in the 
country’s central zone is a major 
producer, accounting for over 20 
per cent of national production. 
About half of the region’s farmers 
are engaged in sunflower oil 
production, but few small-scale 
producers have realised the full 
potential of this sector, either 
in terms of improved quality 
or higher volumes. Among 
the factors contributing to low 
productivity and quality are 

inadequate machinery and 
limited or no access to value-
added services and markets.  Since 
2012, the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation 
(UNIDO), in collaboration with 
Tanzania’s Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, has been working 
to upgrade and modernise the 
country’s agro-industry and 
improve the competitiveness of 
locally processed goods, including 
sunflower oil, on national and 
international markets.

Within the framework of 
the industrial upgrading and 
modernisation project, a team 
consisting of UNIDO international 
experts and trained national 
consultants have provided 
enterprises with diagnostics 
services and assistance with 
implementing upgrading plans.

Micro- and small-scale oil 
producers in Dodoma were 
advised to form a cluster, invest 
in common facilities to store, 
clean and refine sunflower seeds, 
and to take joint marketing 
actions in order to enhance the 
productivity and competitiveness 
of their businesses. To this end, 
the project is currently helping 
relocate processors operating in 
residential areas to the Chamwino 
industrial park.

The project has also enabled 
producers to access affordable 
technology for sunflower oil 
refining. Recently, UNIDO teamed 
up with the country’s Vocational 
Education Training Authority 
(VETA) to help small businesses 
acquire modern machinery for 
refining and processing products. 
This has helped increase the 
competitiveness of the products 
and lead to a rise in incomes.

C
ontrary to the 
situation in other parts 
of the world where the 
number of poor people 

has declined, Nigeria and other 
sub-Saharan African countries 
currently account for half of the 
global poor. That is the verdict 
of the World Bank in a recent 
report which states that for the 
last several decades, East Asia 
and Pacific, South Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa have accounted 
for some 95 per cent of global 
poverty. However, according to 
the bank in its policy research note 
entitled ‘Ending Extreme Poverty 
and Sharing Prosperity: Progress 
and Policies’, the composition of 
poverty across the three regions 
has shifted dramatically.

“In 1990, East Asia accounted 
for half of the global poor, 
whereas some 15 per cent lived 
in sub-Saharan Africa; by 2015 
forecasts, this is almost exactly 
reversed: sub-Saharan Africa 
accounts for half of the global 
poor, with some 12 per cent living 
in East Asia. Poverty is declining 
in all regions but it is becoming 
deeper and more entrenched in 
countries that are either conflict-
ridden or overly dependent on 
commodity exports. The growing 
concentration of global poverty 
in sub-Saharan Africa is of great 
concern”, said the World Bank in 
the report.

That poverty has become an 
ever-present situation in sub-
Saharan Africa should be of great 
concern to our leaders most of 
whom are used to mouthing the 
cliché that we have no business 
being poor. However, what most 
of them fail to understand is that 
poverty goes beyond the shortage 
of common things such as food, 
clothing, shelter and safe drinking 
water, all of which determine 
the quality of life. It is inclusive 
of educational attainment and 

gender inequality, for example. 
But in the instant case, we are 
even talking about people for 
whom food is a challenge.

According to most findings, 
poverty in sub-Saharan Africa 
can largely be attributed to the 
region’s venality and impuissant 
economic and social policies. 
Others assert that the region’s 
economic woes lie in the lack 
of well-structured institutions. 
However, poverty in sub-Saharan 
Africa could be traceable to a 
number of factors like lack of 
democracy, poor management 
of resource and revenues, high 
level of corruption, weak rule of 
law, and lack of infrastructure. 
Other factors which can also be 
both causes and after-effects 
of poverty are overpopulation, 
crime, war, discrimination, poor 
access to affordable health care, 
malnutrition, diseases such as 
malaria and HIV/AIDS, which 
overwhelmingly afflict poor sub-
Saharan African countries.

The inability of governments 
to control or effectively manage 
things like erosion, desertification 
and overgrazing, geographic 
factors such as access to fertile 
land, fresh water, minerals, energy, 
and other natural resources 
have continued to contribute 
to the expanding poverty in the 
sub-continent. Yet those living 
in poverty, experts say, suffer 
lower life expectancy as millions 
of people die every year due to 
lower access to quality healthcare 
induced by poverty.

It is therefore time for leaders 
in sub-Saharan Africa to muster 
the political will to deal with 
poverty which can be eradicated 
if they promote economic growth, 
women empowerment, good 
governance and access to health 
care rather than depending on 
development aid from developed 
countries. 

Tackling poverty in sub-Saharan Africa
is of vital importance to the continent
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A Special Correspondent had an exclusive inter-
view recently in Dar es Salaam with Olumuyiwa 
Aladejana, Country Manager with Sahara Tanzania 
Limited – itself a subsidiary of the energy conglomer-
ate Sahara Group. The STL executive provides insights 
on Tanzania’s growing prominence in Africa’s energy 
sector, the need for the continent to adopt and imple-
ment uniform petroleum products standards to shore 
up competitiveness, and the company’s commitment 
to contributing to the growth and development of the 
energy sector in the country. Excerpts:

Q.: How would you describe the impact of the en-
ergy sector on Tanzania’s economy?

The importance of the energy sector in the Tanzanian 
economy cannot be overemphasized. Tanzania is strate-
gically positioned and seen as the gateway to other East 
African/Central African and even some Southern African 
countries. Therefore, the energy requirements of those 
countries are dependent on Tanzania – and this has at-
tracted substantial investment in the country’s energy 
sector. This portends much more potential for the energy 
sector to drive economic growth and development in the 
country.

How long has Sahara been operating in Tanzania and 
what have been some of your major milestones during 
the period?

Since the commencement of our Tanzania operations 
in 2015, Sahara Tanzania has expanded its infrastructure 

‘Tanzania’s oil and gas sector vital in Africa’s industrialisation’
Sahara Tanzania is an affiliate of Sahara Group, one of 

the foremost energy conglomerates in Africa that con-
tinue to promote the cause of clean energy globally. Draw-
ing from this inspiration from our parent organisation, we 
continue to promote access to cleaner fuels – this, with a 
view to providing a healthier option for the Tanzanian 
people and economy.

We have committed to the construction of two liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) tanks with a total capacity of 6,000 
cbm. This is a very courageous step and indeed a brave 
move, considering due to the current market realities.

We have also taken our campaign for the use of cleaner 
energy into our daily operational activities as we use eco-
friendly operational cars with lower carbon emission. We 
are continually seeking platforms through advocacy and 
collaboration to lend our weight to the cause of promoting 
the use of cleaner fuels. This is a campaign Sahara Tanza-
nia is 100 per cent committed to because we know that we 
have an obligation to secure our planet for the present and 
future generations.

How long have you been resident in Tanzania and 
what key lessons have your learned in the process of 
immersing yourself into how the business communi-
ty operates in Tanzania?

I have been in Tanzania for two years now and it has 
been an insightful journey. The Tanzanian people are 
very welcoming and hospitable, and the same goes for the 
market. The energy market is welcoming, while the gov-
ernment has put in place policies that continue to drive 
growth in the sector in a sustainable manner.

The Tanzanian market further lends credence to the 
fact that Sahara’s commitment to innovation, consistency, 
determination, integrity, good corporate citizenship and 
customer-focused business solutions remains central to 
Sahara Group’s success across Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Middle East. 

How has Sahara Tanzania fared in seeking to pro-
mote human capital development in Tanzania?

Sahara places a huge premium on transformational hu-
man capital policy that facilitates hitch-free learning and 
development opportunities for employees across-the-
board. Accordingly, we encourage continuous learning 
and keep our employees nimble and agile through pro-
grammes that empower them to take on take on challeng-
es innovatively and adapt to constantly changing business 
terrains to promote productivity. We have seen our people 
grow phenomenally both professionally and in their per-
sonal lives, and this has contributed to the successes we 
continue to record in Tanzania.

Sahara Tanzania’s parent organisation, Sahara 
Group is this year celebrating 25 years of operations 
as a leading energy conglomerate. How has your affili-
ation with the conglomerate influenced your opera-
tions in the country?

Firstly, we are hugely proud of this massive achievement 
which has been quite phenomenal for an organisation that 
began business as a trading company. Sahara Tanzania’s 
affiliation to Sahara Group has given us the foundation to 
excel in the Tanzanian market, as we enjoy seamless ac-
cess to the knowledge, experience and ethical disposition 
of the foremost energy conglomerate.

We have been able to harness this knowledge as well as 
take advantage of the wealth of experience, and are ap-
plying these to our operations in Tanzania to achieve our 
objectives – in line with the demands of the uniqueness of 
the Tanzanian market.

How long have you been with Sahara and what 
would you cite as the driving force behind the org-
nanisation’s success these past 25 years?

I have been with Sahara for seven amazing years and, 
during the period I have been here I can easily attribute 
the success of the organisation to the desire to do more 
and do it better. This is even as we are constantly pioneer-
ing ideas and remain innovative with the application of 
new technology in our daily activities. Sahara’s business 
model is focused on sustainability, and this is one of the 
key elements in our success.

How can the energy sector in Africa enhance capac-
ity within the continent and make the sector more 
competitive in global markets?

Africa continues to play a major role in the global energy 
market, but it needs to do more in the aspect of shoring up 
intra-African transactions to grow our capacity and com-
petitiveness. African countries need to harmonise their 
product specifications, as this will in turn facilitate an easy 
flow of products across all the continent’s regions and thus 
make them more competitive. 

As the East African region develops, the energy sector 
in Tanzania will continue to grow and flourish. We believe 
that, with greater collaboration in the region as is already 
witnessed, huge growth will be witnessed.

We believe that the Tanzanian energy market will con-
tinue to thrive and become quite competitive on the con-
tinental stage and beyond. I am eagerly looking forward to 
a future of enhanced capacity and competitiveness on the 
continent, driven by intra-African investment across the 
energy value chain.

 
What level of interaction have you had with the cul-

ture, food and people of Tanzania?
I am fond of exploring and trying out new things, and it 

is safe to say that I have settled into Tanzania. The people 
are very welcoming, helpful and willing to help. There’s an 
impressive communal culture that is I find especially inter-
esting and worth emulating. This cuts across the different 
parts of Tanzania – right from Dar es Salaam and onwards 
to the Lake Victoria zone regions. With the plentiful and 
hugely popular items on typically Tanzanian menus such 
as ‘ugali’ with ‘mbuzi makange’ and ‘ugali’ with ‘kisamvu’, 
I have my appetite fully satisfied – and all set to continue 
striving to serve and develop the oil and gas sector not 
only in Tanzania with Sahara but across Africa and well 
beyond.

from ten loading arms and four storage tanks with a com-
bined storage capacity of 36million litres to 20 loading 
arms with eight storage tanks, with a combined capacity of 
72million litres. This has spurred economic development 
in Tanzania through enhanced availability of petroleum 
products.

The company has an ongoing expansion project aimed 
at increasing its storage capacity further to store more au-
tomotive gas oil (AGO), premium motor spirit (PMS) and 
JET A1. The project is expected to make Sahara Tanzania 
one of the largest storage terminals in the country, provid-
ing an avenue for increasing employment opportunities 
and economic growth in the country.

It is also important to note that our terminal is auto-
mated as part of our corporate drive for technological 
innovation and enhancing access to clean energy in Tan-
zania itself, Rwanda, Zambia, Malawi, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

Sahara’s market share growth in the region in general 
and in Tanzania in particular is remarkable, as we serve 
companies even in Rwanda, Zambia, Malawi, and Congo. 
We are proud of the progress we have registered thus far 
and we look forward to doing much more in Tanzania to 
bring energy to the lives of the good people of this unique 
nation.

Sahara Tanzania is equally delighted at the opportunity 
to support the nation’s Vision 2025 as a leading player in 
the oil and gas sector contributing significantly to eco-
nomic growth and development in Tanzania.

We are fully committed to contributing to the achieve-

ment of this noble target through our operations in the 
energy sector and interventions by way of sustainable de-
velopment projects in Tanzania. We commend the govern-
ment’s robust policies and firmly believe that the country 
is on course to achieving the target and we will continue to 
collaborate with all stakeholders in this regard.

There has been so much conversation around clean 
energy globally. How is Sahara Tanzania promoting 
this in Tanzania?
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By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Media Women’s As-
sociation (TAMWA) Executive Di-
rector Rose Reuben has said that 
it’s high time the community had 
a mindset change iand saw that a 
woman’s leadership position is not 
a fortune but is a right.

She made the remarks Dar es 
Salaam, during a three-day train-
ing for 30 journalists from various 
media outlets in Tanzania aimed at 
empowering journalists on gender 
issues and the importance of lead-
ership for women.

Rose (pictured) said women in 
the community still do not seem 
to be the right people to be leaders 
and that’s why President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan in power.

“That’s why there are people who 
are still in surprise because they 

aren’t aware that a woman can be a 
leader at any post,” she said.

Due to that notion, Rose said that 
journalists are responsible to en-
sure that the community changes 
its mindset and views a woman that 
can be a leader at any post.

She said that since journalists 
have a greater voice than other peo-
ple or institutions then they should 
make good use of the opportunities 
they have to change the Tanzanian 
society on women leadership.

UN Women Representative for 

Tanzania, Hodan Addou vowed 
that her organisation will continue 
to work with TAMWA on both sides 
with the aim of bringing about 
equality in society.

Addou said: “I believe that equal-
ity needs to be there if we’re to build 
a strong nation that brings on board 
all people without one side of the 
gender being seen as stronger and 
the other weaker.”

Unesco program manager Infor-
mation and Communication unit, 
Nancy Kaizilege media practition-
ers have a responsibility to get more 
women’s voices through their daily 
reports knowing that women are 
people who need to be heard more.

She also urged the journalists not 
to stop raising their voices on issues 
of humiliation in various fields in-
cluding political where so far there 
have been various reports of abuse 
of women through politics.

Tamwa calls for public to change
mindset on women in leadership 

By Guardian Reporter, Kilombero

AS sugar factories across the country go on hiatus for 
the mandatory annual maintenance, Kilombero Sugar 
Company Limited (KSCL) has concluded the 2020/2021 
season with an outstanding record by crushing a total of 
1,409,995 tonnes of cane.

The amount is about 290,000 tonnes more compared 
to the previous season. Out of crushed cane, 48 percent 
was sourced from small-scale cane growers within the 
Kilombero valley.

By contrast, the company crushed 1,120,059 tonnes of 
cane in the 2019/2020 season.

Last season’s performance was affected by heavy rains 
that started in October 2019 causing floods in the cane 
fields, the company’s low level bridge and poor infra-
structure which hindered supply of cane to the factories.

During the 2020/2021 season which just concluded, 
KSCL—the country’s largest sugar producer, produced 
a total of 123,167.5398 tonnes of sugar, which was close 
to the original target of sugar production for the season 
which was 127,871 tons.

 “This is the first time our factories were able to crush 
that huge amount of cane in one season. The last time 
that we came closer to this figure was in 2014 where we 
crushed 1,356,549 tonnes,” said Joseph Rugaimukamu, 
KSCL Head of Corporate Affairs.

  Rugaimukamu attributed the success of the record-
breaking cane crush to the dry season and delayed sea-
son closure.

  He further explained that, despite having crushed 
more cane than ever, the quantity of sugar produced 
doesn’t correspond with the amount of cane crushed 
due to low quality and low sucrose content from most of 
the cane that was carried over from the previous season.

  “Although we haven’t reached our target for sugar 
production this season, we are pleased that we were 
able to crush even more cane from out growers and re-
duce carry over cane for next season. 

This will put us in a better position to begin the season 
with quality cane, and hopefully more sugar,” he added.

  For next season, which is expected to commence in 
May this year, the sugar Company is projecting to pro-
duce 125,096 tonnes of sugar.

 Meanwhile, KSCL Management is working hard to fi-
nalize acquisition of approvals from shareholders to im-
plement the much-anticipated expansion project of the 
sugar factory.

  Upon expansion, KSCL will have capacity to more 
than double both its sugar production and cane crush-
ing capacity, and ultimately cater to the national sugar 
gap.

  During his visit at KSCL in February this year, Min-
ister for Agriculture Prof Adolf Mkenda said the coun-

Kilombero Sugar ends season with record-breaking performance

try  is importing 40,000 
metric tonnes of sugar from 
outside.   He said from next 
year the government has no 
plan to issue import permits 

instead it will work out the 
challenges including attract-
ing more small, and medium 
factories that can produce 
between five to ten metric 

tonnes of sugar to bridge the 
sugar gap but also create com-
petition for the traditional fac-
tories that want to monopo-
lize sugarcanes markets.
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W
ith the two ex-
tremes of global 
hunger and obesity 
on the increase, a 

new report suggests a radical re-
set for food and nutrition to en-
sure the long-term sustainability 
of livelihoods and the environ-
ment.

According to a new Barilla 
Center for Food & Nutrition Foun-
dation (BCFN) report, 690 million 
people globally lack sufficient 
food. COVID-19 has worsened 
these conditions, and it’s pro-
jected that between 83 and 132 
million more people will join the 
ranks of the undernourished be-
cause of interrupted livelihoods 
caused by the pandemic.

A BCFN report, “A one health 
approach to food – The Double 
Pyramid connecting food culture, 
health and climate”, raises con-
cerns that in some African coun-
tries, the consumption of cheap 
sources of high-quality protein, 
vitamins, and minerals – such as 
eggs – remains low. The report 
will be launched on Wednesday, 
April 14, 2021.

The Double Pyramid combines 
a health and climate pyramid 
that “serves as a guideline for 
daily food choices in enhancing 
people’s awareness and enrich-
ing their knowledge about the 
impacts of food choices to en-
courage dietary patterns that are 
healthy for humans and more 
sustainable for the planet.”

According to aid agencies, 
the model will resonate with 
the needs of perennially food 
stressed countries in the Global 
South, where climate change and 
food security have affected the 
livelihoods of millions who have 
only one meal a day.

“The African Double Pyramid 
attempts to illustrate that it is 
possible to respect local tradi-
tions and preferences while rec-

ommending a frequency with 
which foods should be consumed 
to promote improved health and 
a low impact on the environ-
ment,” says the report.

The experimental African Dou-
ble Pyramid covered five coun-
tries – Nigeria, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, South Africa, 
Tanzania, and Ethiopia. Research-
ers noted that while the African 
continent was diverse, “generally, 
some common traits can also be 
found, such as the single-course 
meal based on a starchy ingredi-
ent.”

But as Marta Antonelli, the 
Barilla Foundation’s head of re-
search, told IPS, food politics 
have become a matter of different 
strokes for different folks.

“Different areas of the world 
have different priorities to look 
at. The principles of a sustainable 
and healthy diet can be applied 
in all contexts and inform a new 
approach towards food,” she said.

“Today, food systems fail to pro-
vide adequate and equitable food 
for all and pose an unsustain-
able burden on the environment. 
Health and the environment need 
to be considered together when 
addressing food systems, which 
are an extremely powerful lever-
age to improve both,” Antonelli.

The report comes when the 
Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) says more than 3 billion 
people worldwide cannot afford a 
healthy diet. This is a paradox the 
Barilla Foundation has tackled in 
its past reports where it showed 
malnutrition in all of its forms – 
undernutrition, micronutrient 
deficiencies and overweight/obe-
sity was increasing. Its Global Nu-
trition Report showed that 88% of 
countries face a serious burden of 
either two or three forms of mal-
nutrition, namely undernutrition, 
micronutrient deficiency or over-
weight or obesity. Recent find-
ings include that child and adult 
obesity have increased in almost 

all countries, burdening already 
struggling global health care sys-
tems.

Still, some African countries 
present immediate challenges 
to meeting the Double Pyramid 
model.

In a news release dated March 
29, the World Food Programme’s 
Zimbabwe country director 
Francesca Erdelmann said more 
than 2.4 million people in urban 
areas struggled to meet their ba-
sic food needs.

“Reduced access to nutritious 
food has resulted in negative im-
pacts for many. Families will find 
it difficult to put food on the ta-
ble. The fortunate ones will skip 
meals while those without will 
have to go to bed with an empty 
stomach,” Erdelmann said, add-
ing that “for the most vulnerable 
people, hunger will have a lasting 
effect on their lives.”

The Barilla report notes that 
healthy diets’ affordability is 
“compromised especially in low- 
and middle-income countries” 
while also calling for the reduc-
tion in the cost of nutritious 
foods. It also calls for a reorien-
tation of agriculture priorities 
towards more nutrition-sensitive 
food and agricultural production.

The call could prove difficult 
for African countries that include 
Zimbabwe, where agriculture 
remains underfunded. The gov-
ernment has long struggled to 
convince smaller holders to plant 
more nutritious and drought-re-
sistant crop varieties.

“Our children do not like food 
prepared with small grains. They 
are used to maize meal. That is 
why we continue growing maize,” 
Fanyana Jamela, a smallholder in 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second-
largest city, told IPS.

Nathan Hayes, a senior Africa 
analyst at the Economist Intelli-
gence Unit, says more needs to be 
done if countries, such as Zimba-

New report calls for improved eating habits in world of extremes

Barilla Center for Food & Nutrition Foundation (BCFN) has pioneered the food pyramid, which recommends 
both nutritious and good food for the planet. In its latest report, it makes recommendations for Africa.  (File 
photo)

bwe, are to meet the recommen-
dations of international agencies 
regarding food and nutrition.

“Over the long-term, Zimbabwe 
must increase the volumes of do-
mestic food production and im-
prove the distribution of food to 
improve food availability and to 
allow Zimbabweans to meet their 

nutritional needs,” Hayes told IPS.
“Even with a good harvest this 

year, food insecurity will remain 
significant in Zimbabwe, and the 
country is a long way from achiev-
ing agricultural self-sufficiency,” 
he said.

Among other policy recom-
mendations to promote the Dou-

ble Pyramid’s success, the Bar-
illa report says there is a need to 
“promote training and education 
programs to support smallholder 
farmers to grow sustainably and 
access markets for nutritious 
food,” which was found lacking in 
many countries surveyed for the 
report. IPS
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By Francis Kajubi

SHORTFALLS in management of 
procurement of state cars by Govern-
ment Procurement Services Agency 
(GPSA) led to loss of 2.5bn/- in 2019/20 
fiscal year, Controller and Auditor 
General Charles Kichere has said.

The CAG said in the Performance 
Audit Report on Management of Bulk 
Procurement of Government Vehicles 
and Distribution of Fuel as imple-
mented by GPSA that the loss was due 
to weakness in the course of business 
negotiation processes.

The CAG said GPSA was also weak 
in conducting bulk procurement of 
vehicles directly from manufacturers 
hence occasioning the loss through 
third party services.

“Despite the fact that GPSA secured 
a discount of four percent for the 
procured vehicles, the discount did 
not apply while it procured vehicles 
throughout the year. As a result of the 
termination of the discount, GPSA 
didn’t save 2.5bn/- out of 468 pro-
cured vehicles worth 67.3bn/-,” stated 
the report.

For the last four years covering 
2016/17 to 2019/20, GPSA procured 

963 vehicles worth 197bn/- from sev-
en agents and dealers, contrary to the 
requirements of circular No.3 of 2014 
which wanted the agency to procure 
motor vehicles on behalf of procuring 
entities directly from manufacturers. 

The CAG also noted that despite the 
fact that GPSA had negotiated prices 
with vehicles suppliers, vehicles were 
procured at a price higher than the 
negotiated price. The reason behind 
this was that GPSA did not review the 
framework contract which was valid 
for only one year starting from De-
cember 2017 to December 2018. .

“As a result, procuring entities and 
GPSA lost the opportunity to save 
a significant amount of money for 
a number of vehicles procured be-
tween 2017/18 and 2019/20,” the CAG 
explained while saying that GPSA had 
limited bargaining power to negotiate 
prices of vehicles with manufacturers 
due to the fact that the market for mo-
tor vehicle is characterized by lack of 
competition. Despite the loss caused, 
GPSA imposed a service charge of one 
percent on any motor vehicle’s price 
that procuring entities ordered con-
trary to the requirements of Public 
Procurement Act of 2011.

Procurements:
CAG says loss of 
2.5bn/- on cars 
in fiscal 2019/20 
was due to laxity

CAG Charles Kichere. 

Censure 

“As a result, for the last four fi-
nancial years, GPSA collected a 
total of 2.47bn/- as motor vehicles’ 
service charge from procuring 
entities, contrary to the require-
ment of Section 105(2) (j) of Public 
Procurement Act of 2011 that man-
dates the same task to the Minister 
of Finance and Planning,” the CAG 

noted. In addition, the audit found 
out that the system for managing 
and distribution of fuel did not pro-
vide best price for procuring enti-
ties as expected. Despite the fact 
that, GPSA does not incur other 
business costs such as corporate 
tax and staff salaries unlike oil mar-
keting companies, it sold fuel at the 

maximum Ewura’s indicative retail 
prices as OMCs. 

The CAG among other things, 
recommend establishment of a 
web-based fuel management sys-
tem which will easily manage and 
control supply of fuel and deny any 
loopholes for mismanagement of 
the product to reach non-intended 

users.
“Design a monitoring framework 

that will be employed to monitor 
the progress made by GPSA in bulk 
procurement of vehicles that will 
enable the Ministry to have real 
time information and intervene 
for improvement timely,” the 
CAG concluded.
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By Guardian Reporter

AIRTEL Money subscribers will 
share 1.8bn/- in profits accrued dur-
ing the last quarter of 2020 (Octo-
ber to December) as the telecom-
munications company posted good 
results during the period.

Airtel Tanzania’s Director for 
Airtel Money, Isack Nchunda said 
in Dar es Salaam this week that the 
money which comes from profits 
made through transactions done 
on the mobile money platform, will 
be paid as interest to subscribers.

“Airtel Money is now paying in-
terest on quarterly basis and for 
last 2020 quarter, a total of 1.8bn/- 
will be distributed to all custom-
ers and agents who transacted on 
the platform,” Nchunda said add-
ing that the telco has been shar-
ing profits with its customers and 

agents since 2015. 
The interest money that each 

agent or subscriber gets is depend-
ent on the amount of balance one 
has on Airtel Money account on 
daily basis during the period under 
review. “We urge customers to con-
tinue using Airtel Money platform 
to pay for bills, buy goods and ser-
vices easily,” he noted.

Seconding his boss, Airtel Tan-
zania’s Public Relations Manager, 
Jackson Mmbando said starting to-
day, every Airtel Money subscriber 
will receive their payment as ‘divi-
dend’ through their mobile phone 
wallets.

“Airtel Money agents will also re-
ceive their interests through their 
mobile phone accounts as usual 
and would therefore, like to call 
on them to continue providing the 
best service to our customers coun-

Airtel Money to pay 1.8 billion/- as 
quarterly ‘dividend’ to subscribers

JOHANNESBURG 

The legalisation of the private 
and commercial use of cannabis 
forms part of the country’s plan to 
revive its ailing economy which has 
been further battered by Covid-19. 
Decriminalising cannabis has previ-
ously been touted by Finance Minis-
ter Tito Mboweni as one of the ways 
the country could plug in the hole 
in dwindling tax revenues.

Once legalised, South Africa will 
join other countries such as Austral-
ia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Finland, Germany, Greece, 
Israel and Italy which all have legal-
ised the medical use of cannabis.

Medical use only
Use of cannabis in South Africa is 

regulated by the Medicine and Re-
lated Substances Act, the Drugs and 
Trafficking Act and various other in-
ternational laws prohibiting the use 
of the substance.

The draft cannabis master plan, 
seen by Moneyweb, foresees the 
Cannabis for Private Purposes Bill 
(which is currently before the Na-
tional Assembly) to be made into 
law by 2023. The bill gives effect to 
the Constitutional Court judgment 
which was handed down in 2018. 
The apex court ruled that adults 
may use, cultivate and possess can-
nabis in private for their consump-
tion and any prohibition of canna-
bis for private use limits the rights 
to individual privacy.

Cannabis bill to be law by 2023 in South Africa
Progressive 

JOHANNESBURG 

MTN Group values its mobile-
money arm at about $5 billion and 
will consider a listing of the division, 
joining African wireless carriers try-
ing to monetise a service that is par-
ticularly popular on the continent. 
The move comes after Mastercard 
and TPG Holdings invested $300 
million in Airtel Africa’s mobile-
money business at a $2.65 billion 
value.

“With similar valuations to that 
of Airtel, our valuation would sit at 
R75 billion, or about $5 billion,” said 
MTN chief executive officer Ralph 
Mupita. “No decision has been 
made as yet, but listing will be an 
option considered if that will be the 
best approach to unlock value.”

Johannesburg-listed MTN has pre-
viously said it was looking to spin 
off its entire fintech business, which 
includes mobile money. That has 
been valued by Nedbank Group at 
R87 billion, according to a March 26 
note, adding the process could take 
as much as a year. MTN shares trad-
ed 1.7% higher at the close in South 
Africa’s commercial capital, and 
have gained 48% in the year to date.

Mobile money, where users store 
and manage cash in an account 
linked to a mobile phone, is one 
of the fastest-growing sources of 
income for wireless-network com-
panies operating in sub-Saharan 
Africa, such as MTN and Vodafone 
Group-controlled Vodacom Group 
and Safaricom.

The region, which struggles with 
limited banking infrastructure, has 
more mobile-money accounts than 
anywhere else in the world, with 
about 548 million at the end of 
2020, or 54% of all customers, ac-
cording to the GSMA, the global in-
dustry group.

Safaricom, based in Nairobi, is 
the largest mobile-money provider 
in the region through its M-Pesa 
service. Potential exists for further 
growth, with the two most-popu-
lous countries, Nigeria and Ethiopia, 
yet to roll out of the service. MTN’s 
valuation was reported earlier by 
the Financial Times.

MTN valuing 
mobile-money 
arm at R75bn, 
considers IPO

Airtel Tanzania’s director of Airtel Money,  Isaack Nchunda (L), addresses journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday when announcing 
payment of 1.8bn/- ‘dividend’ to subscribers. He is with Airtel Tanzania’s public relations manager, Jackson Mmbando. Photo courtesy 
of Airtel

Divesture 

The master plan sets out various 
deadlines for the gradual imple-
mentation of the legal use of can-
nabis in South Africa including the 
legislative, agricultural and com-
mercial requirements. By 2023, the 
country ought to have declared 
hemp as an agricultural crop, made 
amendments to the Drugs and Drug 
Trafficking Act, and developed a 

new policy and legislation for the 
commercialisation of cannabis.

This will be overseen by an ex-
ecutive oversight committee (com-
prising manufacturers, farmer as-
sociations and various government 
departments including Trade, In-
dustry and Competition, Justice and 
Correctional Services, and Agricul-
ture, Land Reform and Rural Devel-

opment), task teams and provincial 
cannabis committees.

Big market
The cannabis industry in the 

country is estimated to be worth 
R27 billion by 2023 according to the 
Cannabis Development Council of 
South Africa. Globally, the industry 
is estimated to be worth $30 billion, 
increasing to $100 billion by 2030.

SA Finance minister Tito Mboweni

Expansion 
the fastest growing mobile 
money platform as per the 
latest TCRA report,” he add-
ed while stressing that the 
telco will continue to invest 
in affordable and innova-
tive solution for its clients 
and the general public.

Among other things, Air-
tel Money allows customers 
to send, receive and with-
draw money when using 
the platform’s application 
free of charge while also 
benefitting from instant un-
secured Airtel Timiza loans 
to cater for their short-term 
emergency needs.

The platform has also 
been integrated with more 
than 400 businesses (Airtel 
Money branch) and over 40 
banks for easy payment so-
lutions model and instant 
cash transfer activities. 
Customers can also make 
government payments for 
utilities, fines and fees as it 
is integrated with Govern-
ment Electronic Payment 
Gateway.

trywide in the coming quarter to con-
tinue enjoying handsome quarterly 
payments,” Mmbando said.

He said Airtel Tanzania through its 
popular mobile money platform is 
committed to offer the most affordable 

mobile money services to businesses 
and individuals in the market. “Cur-
rently, Airtel Money is also ranked as 

The draft plan, citing research 
from Interpol, says South Africa 
is the fourth-largest producer of 
dagga in the world with 3.5 million 
users. Most of the users of the sub-
stance do it for recreational purposes 
although “medicinal marijuana is 
gaining traction both within the medi-
cal fraternity and with the general 
population.”

Since the Constitutional Court 
ruling, the small scale farmers have 
raised concerns that private use and 
cultivation of cannabis will lead to 
massive profit losses brought on by 
the decrease in the number of buyers. 
Once decriminalised, there is also a 
risk that small scale farmers lose out 
on business to big corporations that 
have the financial and structural mus-
cle to weed out smaller players.

“It will be important for [the] gov-
ernment to use competition laws to 
deal with this challenge to create an 
inclusive cannabis industry. Legalising 
cannabis will open opportunities to all 
interested stakeholders, including big 
business,” the draft plan says. Farmers 
also face challenges related to the un-
regulated supply of seeds because the 
substance is an illegal commodity.

“Seed is currently obtained via in-
formal markets and networks. This 
creates a regulatory challenge in that it 
is virtually impossible for [the] gov-
ernment to regulate and guarantee 
the quality of seed that is traded. 
The farmers are therefore at risk of 
being sold poor quality seed with 
low germination percentages,” the 
plan reads.

By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to enable its customers 
communicate cheaply and recite 
Islamic teachings online during the 
holy month of Ramadhan, Zantel 
has announced major price cuts 
for its services covering all aspects 
including voice, text messaging and 
internet.

Head of Zantel in Zanzibar, Mo-
hammed Mussa and Brand Manager, 
Rukia Mtingwa said in Zaznibar yes-
terday that the offer gives customers 
extreme freedom to communicate 
at affordable tariffs with additional 
Islamic contents that will help them 
navigate the Ramadhan which is 
marked largely by fasting.

 “At the onset of the month of 
spiritual cleansing and fasting, Zan-
tel wishes the Muslim community 
a Ramadhan Mubarak. We under-
stand that Ramadhan is a period to 
build good relationships with fam-
ily and friends that is why we intro-
duced this offer to keep customers 
connected with their loved ones,” 
Mussa said.

He said the offer provides the 
Muslim community and general 
public, with a variety of Islamic 
content that is relevant to the holy 
month of Ramadhan such prayers, 
Iftar and Quran phrases.  “We under-
stand that internet is also important 
during this session as many might 
need to live stream, learn online and 
share different information about 
Ramadhan,” he added.

Commenting on the offer, Brand 
Manager of Zantel in Zanzibar, Rukia 
Mtingwa explained that the offer 
targets all pre-paid subscribers who 
will purchase enhanced daily, week-
ly and monthly packages.

“This offer is one of its kind and it 
provides our customers with high 
value services at affordable rates. 
Customers who will buy daily pack-
age worth 1,000/- and weekly bun-
dle of 2,000/- or a monthly pack 
of 10,000/- will get Zantel to other 
networks minutes, SMS bundles and 
free Islamic content,” Mtingwa said. 

“This offer will also give five 
prayers alert in all the prayer tim-
ings from salat Fajr, Dhuhur, Asr, 

Zantel declares major 
price cuts to grace holy 
month of Ramadhan 

Offer 

Zantel’s brand manager for Zanzibar, Rukia Mtingwa, speaks during the launch of a Ramadhan offer for the mobile phone 
service  provider at a media briefing held in Zanzibar yesterday. Left is Zantel’s head in Zanzibar, Mohmmed Mussa. Photo 
courtesy of Zantel

Maghrib and IshaaIftar and Suhr alerts will come in 
form of a phone call and daily Quran phrases based on 
the day of the holy month,” she noted.

Recently, Zantel unveiled Pasua Anga Ki Zantel 4G 

campaign which among other things, empowers people 
to go beyond limits by educating them on the proper use 
of 4G internet for socio-economic benefits.
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LONDON

 U.S. infectious disease official Antho-
ny Fauci said AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine had good efficacy, but safety 
concerns needed to be straightened out 
and it might not be needed for Ameri-
cans because of supplies of other shots. 

“I think that the AstraZeneca vaccine 
from a standpoint of efficacy is a good 
vaccine, and if the safety issue gets 
straightened out in the European Union 
... the efficacy of that vaccine is really 
quite good,” he told BBC radio on Tues-
day.

“Whether or not we ever use AZ is un-
clear but it looks right now at this point 
in time that we will not need it. It’s not a 
negative indictment of AZ, it is just pos-

sible that given the supply that we have 
from other companies that we may not 
need to use an AZ vaccine.”

As the United States loosens its COV-
ID-19 restrictions, Fauci also said there 
was a “really risky situation” when bars 
and restaurants were reopening in 
some places where the use of masks was 
not being enforced. 

He said the vaccine rollout would 
blunt “a real explosion of a surge” but it 
would not stop a moderate increase in 
cases.

“This is not a time to prematurely de-
clare victory because we have such a 
successful rollout,” he said.

The AstraZeneca vaccine is being 
investigated by European regulators 
over concerns about rare cases of blood 

‘AstraZeneca shot is 
good if safety issues 
can be overcome’

Diplomat slams CNN for palming off TV clip of 
Ukrainian tanks as Russia ‘readying’ for war

By Prime Sarmiento and Jan Yu-
mul in Hong Kong

Western media’s one-sided 
reports on China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region are 
prompting suspicions of an “or-
chestrated attack”, internation-
al relations experts and peace 
activists said, blaming the mis-
reporting for stoking anti-China 
sentiments in some parts of the 
world. 

By leveling accusations of 
forced labor and genocide in 
Xinjiang without offering any 
hard evidence, the big media 
appears to have taken on the 
task of furthering the interests 
of Western powers, the observ-
ers said. 

“When the mainstream me-
dia has pumped out an almost 
uniform position on Xinjiang …
with virtually no content that 
offers a different perspective or 
nuance, it’s hard to believe this 
is not an orchestrated attack,” 
said Sameena Rahman, a Los 
Angeles-based peace activist 
and member of the Act Now 
to Stop War and End Racism 
Coalition, or ANSWER, protest 
group.

Rahman said the Western 
media’s reporting of Xinjiang 
is not only one-sided but also 
has a “clear agenda of further-
ing the interests of the United 

States and other governments 
against China”.

“These Western interests in-
clude balkanizing China, pro-
moting civil unrest through 
separatist sentiments and dis-
rupting China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative which passes through 
Xinjiang to the Global South,” 
she said.

Dina Yulianti Sulaeman, di-
rector of the Indonesia Center 
for Middle East Studies, said 
the allegations against Xinjiang 
are part of an “economic war” 
being waged by the US against 
China.

Early this year, the admin-
istration of then-US president 
Donald Trump banned the im-
port of cotton, as well as related 
products, from Xinjiang over al-
legations of forced labor in the 
industry. China has repeatedly 
refuted those accusations, not-
ing that cotton production in 
Xinjiang is highly mechanized 
and does not require a large 
number of cotton pickers.

Rahman said no one has 
found any hard evidence of 
forced labor in Xinjiang.

Mustafa Izzuddin, visiting 
professor at the international 
relations department of the Is-
lamic University of Indonesia, 
a private university located in 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia, ques-
tioned the calls for boycott 

against Xinjiang cotton.
“Boycotts could result in a 

loss of jobs and a slowdown in 
the provincial economy of Xin-
jiang,” he said.

Dina Yulianti Sulaeman cited 
US President Joe Biden’s re-
marks at a press briefing last 
month as indicative of the cur-
rent mindset among policy-
makers in Washington.

On March 25, Biden, in his 
first news conference since 
taking office in January, told re-
porters at the White House that 
“China has an overall goal ... to 
become the leading country in 
the world, the wealthiest coun-
try in the world, and the most 
powerful country in the world. 
That’s not going to happen on 
my watch because the United 
States is going to continue to 
grow.” 

“I think the US only uses the 
issue of Xinjiang Muslims to in-
crease anti-Chinese sentiment 
in the world,” Dina said, noting 
that the US has never been “a 
defender of Muslims and has 
even dropped bombs on (Mus-
lim-majority) countries”.

“Why does the US, which over 
the past 20 years has dropped 
at least 326,000 bombs and 
missiles on countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa 
region, mostly Muslim-majority 
countries, suddenly become 

the defender of Muslims in Xin-
jiang?” she said.

Dina cited Washington’s “dis-
information” campaign against 
Syria and how that campaign 
had provoked Muslim youth 
worldwide to join jihadist 
groups, as they felt there was a 
“massacre against Sunni-Mus-
lims”.

Rene Pattiradjawane, chair-
man of the Indonesia-based 
Center for Chinese Studies and 
associate fellow at The Habibie 
Center in Jakarta, said the boy-
cott of Xinjiang cotton will not 
resolve anything as “history 
tells us any sanction will cer-
tainly create other sanctions”.

Also, he questioned the al-
legations of genocide on the 
Uygurs. “I don’t believe (that 
there is) genocide in Xinjiang 
since any kind of genocide will 
be very difficult to conceal,” he 
said. Rahman of ANSWER said 
the Western media need to do 
fact-checking before publishing 
reports on “genocide” in Xinji-
ang.

“One only needs to look at 
the statistical data to see that 
the population in (Xinjiang), 
and among Uygur people, is not 
only growing, but is growing at 
a disproportionately faster pace 
(than that) in the rest of China,” 
she said. The Uygur population 
in Xinjiang has been growing 

steadily for the past few years. 
From 2010 to 2018, the Uygur 
population in Xinjiang rose 
from 10.17 million to 12.72 mil-
lion, Xinhua News Agency has 
pointed out in a report.  Also, 
the growth rate of the Uygur 
population — 25 percent — was 
higher than the 13.99 percent 
growth rate recorded by the to-
tal Xinjiang population during 
the same period. Rahman said 
reports on the alleged genocide 
in Xinjiang “trivialize the histor-
ical issue of genocide”.

“The US government and the 
media are trying to invoke the 
images of the Nazi genocide 
against Jewish people and the 
death camps and apply that la-
bel falsely to China. I’m actually 
disgusted,” she said.

Meanwhile, the United States 
itself has a long history of forced 
labor and slavery, Rahman said, 
pointing out that the US uses 
prison labor, in some cases, to 
pick cotton.

The activist cited the exam-
ple of the Louisiana State Peni-
tentiary which paid its inmates 
“abysmal wages” to pick cotton.

“They (prisoners) were paid 
4 US cents an hour in 2016,” 
she said, noting that the rate 
is significantly lower than the 
US$7.25 per hour minimum 
wage that has been enforced in 
the US since 2009.       Xinhua

Reports on Xinjiang suspected as plotted anti-China attack

clots. It has not yet been approved in 
the United States.

European regulators have found 
possible links between the shot, 
which has been given to tens of mil-
lions of people, and blood clots but 
they have reaffirmed the vaccine’s im-
portance in protecting people against 
COVID-19.

More than a dozen countries have 
at one time suspended use of the vac-
cine, but most have resumed, with 
some, including France, the Nether-

lands and Germany, recommending a 
minimum age.

Officials in Britain, where the vac-
cine was first approved, have advised 
that those aged under 30 should be 
offered an alternative.

AstraZeneca’s vaccine is by far the 
cheapest and most high-volume shot 
launched so far, and has none of the 
extreme refrigeration requirements 
of some others, making it the planned 
mainstay of many inoculation pro-
grammes.

On March 30, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) reported on 
the joint WHO-China study of CO-
VID-19 origins in Geneva, Switzer-
land, and released a report: WHO-
convened Global Study of Origins 
of SARS-CoV-2: China Part. The re-
port said that the lab-leak theory is 
“extremely unlikely.”

A joint study was conducted 
from 14 January to 10 February 
2021 in the city of Wuhan, China. 
The joint international team com-
prised 17 Chinese and 17 interna-
tional experts from other coun-
tries. 

They made studies in the areas of 
the following three parts, epidemi-
ology, animals and environment, 

and the molecular epidemiology 
and bioinformatics.

The 120-page document, com-
posed after the team’s 28-day field 
study in Wuhan, the capital city of 
China’s Hubei Province earlier this 
year, shed light on the likeliness of 
different pathways for the origins 
of COVID-19. 

They concluded that it’s a “likely 
to very likely pathway” for the vi-
rus to infect humans through an 
intermediate host, while introduc-
tion of the virus through a labo-
ratory incident was “extremely 
unlikely.” And in between, direct 
zoonotic spillover is considered 
to be a possible-to-likely pathway, 
while cold food chain products are 

a possible pathway.
The report also mentioned that 

“some of the suspected positive 
samples were detected even ear-
lier than the first case in Wuhan, 
suggesting the possibility of missed 
circulation in other countries,”  
adding that “Nonetheless, it is im-
portant to investigate these poten-
tial early events.”

The report also raised recom-
mendations for further study 
from the joint international team, 
including continuing to develop 
an integrated global database, se-
quencing early cases or samples 
collected in future SARS-CoV-
2-global tracing studies, establish-
ing a global expert group to sup-

port joint traceability research on 
the suspected origin of the epi-
demic, and analyzing the different 
role of the cold chain in the pos-
sible introduction of the virus in 
a market and the possible spread 
within a market following the in-
troduction of the virus in a market 
by an infected human. 

A Member State Briefing on the 
report of the international team 
studying the origins of SARS-CoV-2 
is held on the same day. Peter K. 
Ben Embarek, leader of the inter-
national team of experts to Wuhan, 
introduced the field work and re-
search results of the team, extend-
ing the team’s collective sincere 
thanks to Wuhan locals for their 

cooperation during their research.
Liang Wannian, leader of the 

Chinese team of experts, said that 
the report is the joint efforts of Chi-
nese and foreign experts. 

He emphasized that the team 
adhered to scientific method in the 
research cooperation based on evi-
dence. It is part of the global trac-
ing study. All the conclusions and 
recommendations of the report 
are based on a global perspective, 
and future research will not be lim-
ited to a certain region. 

Chen Xu, head of the Chinese 
Mission to the United Nations in 
Geneva, said that the international 
experts from China and the WHO 
had demonstrated a scientific and 

open spirit and the Chinese gov-
ernment at all levels had provided 
necessary assistance for their work 
in Wuhan, which fully reflected the 
open, transparent and responsible 
attitude of China, and was highly 
appreciated by experts from both 
sides. 

The traceability research is a sci-
entific work that should be carried 
out by global scientists. It is also a 
global task. 

The China-WHO joint research 
will play a good role in promoting 
traceability in other countries and 
regions around the world, and pro-
vide positive and useful guidance 
for better understanding the virus.

		  People’s Daily

MOSCOW

Russian Foreign Min-
istry Spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova has castigated 
CNN’s ploy to spread dis-
information about Russia’s 
alleged preparations for 
war with Ukraine by point-
ing to the footage featuring 
Ukrainian tanks in the TV channel’s report which was pur-
ported to be ‘Russian’. 

“Dear CNN TV channel and its friendly staff, we under-
stand that you have no time for fact-checking. You are so 
deeply absorbed in the ideological struggle in the name of 
the triumph of liberalism, but not to the same extent when 
you palm off Ukrainian tanks at a Ukrainian railway station 
against the background of Ukrainian rail cars as Russia’s 
preparations for war,” she wrote on her Facebook page.

In her post, the diplomat provided a snippet from CNN’s 
video footage of allegedly Russian armored vehicles being 
pulled up to the Ukrainian border.

Given this, Zakharova recommended that CNN corre-
spondents in Moscow “take their minds off participating 
in Russia’s public life and devote a little more time to their 
profession.” “Because this is just inappropriate,” she insist-
ed. 					     Agencies

WHO report on the joint WHO-China study of COVID-19 origins published

HONG KONG

 In Hong Kong, few ex-
patriates know the global 
financial hub better than 
British barrister Grenville 
Cross.

A career prosecutor, 
Cross started working in 
Hong Kong in 1978 and 
served as Hong Kong’s first Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) after its return to the motherland. He witnessed how 
Hong Kong maintained judiciary independence and made 
headway in democracy since 1997 and also experienced 
the disturbances caused by anti-China forces.

Cross stood out against Western slanders on Hong Kong. 
“As a false narrative is being spread, that is being done in 
order to try to harm Hong Kong, which I won’t sit back and 
tolerate,” he told Xinhua in an interview.

CRITICISM FOR CRITICISM’S SAKE
“This is mindless criticism, which is criticism for criti-

cism’s sake and takes no account of the actual situation,” 
Cross said when talking about recent false allegations from 
the West against the improvement to Hong Kong’s electoral 
system.

Cross pointed out that the move to improve the electoral 
system has become “obviously necessary,” as Hong Kong 
has been recovering from the social unrest in 2019 and bat-
tling plots of anti-China forces to take control of the gover-
nance of Hong Kong through electoral loopholes.

Those activities would be “intolerable in any country, in 
any part of the world” and the people involved “can have 
no role in Hong Kong’s governance,” he said.

“Patriots administering Hong Kong” is hardly uncom-
mon, he said. “This is the case in countries around the 
world. People have to have the best interests of their coun-
try at heart. Otherwise, there’s no future for them in demo-
cratic politics. And so why should Hong Kong be any differ-
ent?” he said.

As to foreign interference, Cross believes that by jeopar-
dizing Hong Kong’s stability and prosperity and undermin-
ing “one country, two systems,” external forces attempted 
to contain China’s development. “This is why they’ve ad-
opted all sorts of measures to try and harm Hong Kong.”

“It’s very important, I think, for people like me, instead 
of hiding under the table, which many people do, to speak 
out, let the world know what is actually going on here,” he 
said.

HUGE STRIDES IN DEMOCRATIZATION
As a prosecutor working in Hong Kong under both the 

British colonial rule and “one country, two systems,” Cross 
said “huge strides have been made” in democratization 
since China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over 
Hong Kong in 1997.

“In 1984, when the Sino-British Joint Declaration was 
signed, there was no democracy at all in Hong Kong,” Cross 
said, citing that there were only official members and unof-
ficial members appointed by the governor of Hong Kong in 
the local legislature. 

“That all changed radically after 1997 and the process 
of gradual democratization under the Basic Law was em-
barked upon.”                                                                           Xinhua

British barrister disputes false 
allegations against Hong Kong

Anthony Fauci

BRUSSELS

European politicians, com-
panies and trade unions on 
Tuesday called on the United 
States to slash its greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 50 
percent this decade, adding 
to mounting pressure on the 
Biden administration ahead of 
a climate summit next week.

The world’s biggest econ-

omy is expected to unveil its 
emissions-cutting target at a 
US-hosted virtual gathering of 
global leaders on April 22 - a 
move that could spur other 
large emitters to make the steep 
emissions cuts needed to avoid 
catastrophic climate change. 

“We, European political de-
cision makers, CEOs, business 
organisations, trade unions 
and think tanks, call the United 

S t a t e s 
to fulfil 
its ambi-
tions by 
adopting 
a climate 
goal of reducing by at least 
50 percent GHG emissions by 
2030 compared to 2005 levels,” 
107 European signatories said 
in a joint statement.

Signatories included around 

20 EU lawmakers and 50 chief 
executives, including Unilever’s 
Alan Jope, H&M’s Helena Helm-
ersson plus Matt Brittin, head of 
Google’s EMEA Business & Op-
erations.

They called for greater trans-
atlantic cooperation as the EU 
pursues its own plan to elimi-
nate net emissions by 2050 and 
cut them at least 55 percent by 
2030, from 1990 levels - com-

mitments that have so far out-
stripped the ambition of other 
large economies.

Hitting those goals will re-
quire mammoth investments 
in renewable energy, carbon-
cutting industrial technologies 
and zero-emission transport.by 
2030, from 1990 levels - com-
mitments that have so far out-
stripped the ambition of other 
large economies.       Agencies

European CEOs, lawmakers push Biden to hike climate target
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TOKYO
 Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga said yes-

terday that his government has decided to discharge 
contaminated radioactive wastewater in Fukushima 
Prefecture into the sea amid domestic and interna-
tional opposition.

Suga made the announcement after convening a 
meeting of relevant ministers to formalize plans to re-
lease the radioactive water accumulated at the plant 
into the Pacific Ocean.Struck by a magnitude-9.0 earth-
quake and ensuing tsunami that hit Japan’s northeast 
on March 11, 2011, the No. 1-3 reactors at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear plant suffered core meltdowns.

The plant has been generating massive amount of 
radiation-tainted water since the accident happened 
as it needs water to cool the reactors.

 The plant’s operator Tokyo Electric Power Compa-
ny Holdings Inc. said it will take around two years for 
the release to start.

The water, according to reports, has been treated us-
ing an advanced liquid processing system, or ALPS, to 
remove most contaminants. 

However, things like tritium, a radioactive byprod-
uct of nuclear reactors, are hard to filter out.The plant 
has been struggling to store the contaminated water in 
tanks at the facility where more than 1.25 million tons 
of contaminated water are currently stored in huge 
tanks, and the space is expected to reach capacity next 
year. 					     Xinhua

BEIJING

 Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said here Monday that China will stick to solidarity 
and mutual assistance and join hands with other coun-
tries to eventually defeat the COVID-19 pandemic.

Wang made the remarks at the special event of the 
Foreign Ministry to present Hubei Province to the 
world, with the theme -- Heroic Hubei: Reborn for New 
Glories.

The anti-epidemic efforts in Hubei is an epitome of 
China’s anti-epidemic efforts and a display of Chinese 
spirit and strength, Wang said.

Noting that April 8 marked the first anniversary of the 
COVID-19 lockdown lifting in Wuhan, Wang said as the 
first place to report the epidemic and the first to control 
it, the first anniversary of ending the lockdown in Wu-
han is commemorated and celebrated by the Chinese 
people and attracts a lot of attention all over the world.

Hubei and provincial capital Wuhan had been the 
frontline and main battlefield in the fight against the 
epidemic, and people there had not only made great 
sacrifices for China to overcome the epidemic, but 
also made important contributions to the global fight 
against COVID-19, Wang said.

After the epidemic was brought under control, he 
said, the people in Hubei immediately embarked on a 
new journey of restoring economic and social develop-
ment, and achieved fruitful results in promoting post-
epidemic recovery as well as stable economic and social 
development.

“It is expected that economic growth will reach more 
than 10 percent in Hubei this year,” Wang added.

In the fight against the epidemic in Hubei and Wuhan, 
China received support and help from many countries, 
he said, adding that after the pandemic spread globally, 
China also extended a helping hand to other nations.

“This unprecedented epidemic has made us realize 
deeply that the world is indeed a community with a 
shared future,” he said.

Noting that the COVID-19 pandemic is still spreading 
globally and the global economy is still facing the risk 
of recession, Wang called on countries to join hands to-
gether and combat “vaccine nationalism”.

Wand said that China has provided anti-epidemic 
materials to more than 160 countries and international 
organizations around the world so far and is providing 
urgently needed vaccines to more than 100 countries 

China to join hands with other 
countries to defeat pandemic

Japan moves to dump radioactive waste 
water into sea amid domestic, int’l outcry

“Now who can imagine this place 
was full of waste residues and dis-
carded materials from iron and steel 
company,” said Kong Chao, head of 
the greening department of Hebei 
Xinjin Iron & Steel Co., Ltd., refer-
ring to an ecological park in Wu’an, a 
county-level city under Handan city, 
north China’s Hebei province.

The site of the ecological park cov-
ering an area of more than 500 mu 
(about 33.33 hectares) was originally 
idle ground and barren mountains. 
In 2018, Hebei Xinjin Iron & Steel 
Co., Ltd. started to tame and land-
scape mountains, build cofferdams 
and farmland, and gradually created 
the ecological park featuring idyllic 
scenery and sea of flowers.

“The 100-meter-long passage was 
built with waste steel tubes from our 
company; the source of the water 
system for the aquatic plant garden 
is treated industrial wastewater; and 
the fruits and vegetables in the eco-
logical park can be supplied to the 
canteens of our company. We have 
realized organic cyclic utilization of 
resources in various links of our com-
pany,” Kong said.  

As one of the old industrial bases of 
China, Handan city has seen its num-
ber of mines exceed 3,000 for a time. 
Long-term and high-intensity mining 
activities have caused many problems 
for the city, including land occupation 
by steel slag and ground surface sub-
sidence.

Since 2016, Handan city has un-
swervingly promoted management 
and ecological restoration of mines, 
and has so far closed 240 solid mines 
and restored ecology in 250 mines.

The city’s endeavor to advance 
transformation through environmen-
tal protection has boosted improve-
ment and upgrading of traditional 
industries.

In June 2019, Handan’s iron and steel 
industry and coking industry took the 
lead in Hebei province in completing 
organized ultra-low emission trans-
formation, and the transformation of 
other industries, including cement in-
dustry and ceramics industry, was all 
completed by the end of 2019.

Last year, the number of good air 
quality days in Handan increased sig-
nificantly.

“In the past, there were large pits 
everywhere in this area, and those 
mountains of waste rocks smelled 

very bad. Now the dirty and disor-
derly diggings have become a scenic 
spot,” said Li Shuang’an, a worker who 
prunes plants for Jiulongshan scenic 
spot in Wu’an.

Thanks to an ecological restoration 
project kicked off in 2019, abandoned 
mines were replaced by lucid waters 
and lush mountains, and the newly 
created Jiulongshan ecological resto-
ration park built on the sites of those 
mines has not only attracted numer-
ous visitors from all over the country, 
but provided jobs for residents in a 
nearby village named Kangdong vil-
lage. Li is right one of the villagers who 
found jobs in the scenic spot.

During the National Day and Mid-
autumn Festival holiday last year, the 
scenic spot received 50,000 to 60,000 
tourists every day.

In Fengfeng Mining Area in Handan, 
many residents in Zhangjialou village, 
Pengcheng township of the area, have 
benefited from the development of 
cultural tourism ahead of others.

As many young people went out to 
bigger cities to work, old residences 
and buildings in Zhangjialou village 
gradually decayed and were left unat-
tended. After the situation attracted 
the attention of Zhao Lichun, a local 
scholar in the cultural field, Zhao 
suggested to the local government 
that the old village should get pro-
tection.

Zhao proposed that the protec-
tion for Zhangjialou village, which 

has the typical features of that of tra-
ditional villages in northern China 
where many people made a living 
in the parceling industry, should not 
only focus on old buildings, but also 
the well-established kiln culture.

The unique culture heritage has 
attracted many artists to the vil-
lage. While preserving the original 
charm of the old village, these artists 
have established studios and exhibi-
tion rooms in the old residences of 
Zhangjialou village, and local villag-
ers have started to run various busi-
nesses, such as tea shop, ceramics 
store, and homestay hotels, injecting 
vitality into the old village.

Today, the village sees an endless 
stream of visitors coming to see and 
feel the charm of the ancient village. 
The number of visitors to Zhangji-
alou village reaches 300,000 per-
son-times a year, bringing the village 
more than 3 million yuan ($456,300) 
in tourism revenue.

Hebei’s efforts to prioritize eco-
logical protection and green devel-
opment have been proven success-
ful. Such efforts have enabled the 
province to advance ecological res-
toration, improvement in rural resi-
dents’ living environment, and con-
struction of tourism infrastructure 
in a well-coordinated manner, and 
facilitate the boom in cultural tour-
ism and other emerging industries.

	
		   People’s Daily

North China’s Hebei province brings better life to citizens 
by promoting green transformation of traditional mines

DUBAI

Iran’s top diplomat 
said yesterday that an 
attack on its Natanz 
nuclear facility which it 
blames on Israel was a 
“very bad gamble” that 
would strengthen Tehran’s hand in talks to revive a 
2015 nuclear deal with major powers.

Tehran has said an explosion on Sunday at its key 
nuclear site was an act of sabotage by arch-foe Israel 
and vowed revenge for an attack that appeared to 
be latest episode in a long-running covert war. Israel, 
which the Islamic Republic does not recognise, has not 
formally commented on the incident. 

“Israel played a very bad gamble if it thought that the 
attack will weaken Iran’s hand in the nuclear talks,” 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif told 
a joint news conference with his Russian counterpart 
in Tehran.

“On the contrary, it will strengthen our position.”
Iran and the global powers held what they described 

as constructive talks last week to salvage the 2015 nu-
clear accord, which Israel fiercely opposed.

Former US president Donald Trump abandoned 
the deal, which lifted economic sanctions on Iran in 
return for curbs to its nuclear program. He reimposed 
US sanctions, prompting Iran in turn to violate the ac-
cord’s atomic limits.

 US President Joe Biden has said Tehran must re-
sume full compliance with restrictions on its nuclear 
activity under the deal before Washington can rejoin 
the pact. Iran and remaining parties to the deal will re-
sume talks in Vienna today.

Washington has suggested that it might be willing to 
ease some sanctions on Iran beyond those whose re-
moval was mandated by the original nuclear deal. But 
Iran insists that all sanctions should be lifted at once.

“The United States should know that neither sanc-
tions nor sabotage will give them the means to negoti-
ate, and that they will only make the situation more 
difficult for them,” Zarif said.

The White House said on Monday the United States 
was not involved in Sunday’s attack and had no com-
ment on speculation about the cause of the incident.

“Sunday’s sabotage occurred in a power cable duct 
leading to the centrifuge machines. This was not an ex-
ternal attack and the location of the sabotage has been 
clearly determined,” Iranian government spokesman 
Ali Rabiei was quoted by state media as saying.

Iran’s Zarif: Israel made ‘very 
bad gamble’ in Natanz sabotage

MOSCOW

Russia considers as threats in the 
field of international information se-
curity the use of IT capabilities by ter-
rorists and extremists, undermining 
sovereignty, monopolizing and restricting access to ad-
vanced cyber technologies, according to the foundations 
of the state policy in the sphere of international informa-
tion security approved by Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin. 

“The key threats to international information security 
are <...> the use by individual states of technological domi-
nance in the global information space to monopolize the 
market of information and communication technologies, 
to restrict access of other states to advanced information 
and communication technologies, as well as to strengthen 
their technological dependence on the states dominating 
in the sphere of information technologies and informa-
tion inequality,” the document says.

Among major threats to international information se-
curity is the use of cyber technologies in the military and 
political and other fields with the goal of undermining 
sovereignty and violating territorial integrity of states and 
carrying out other steps obstructing international peace, 
security and stability. 

Besides, other key threats in this field include using cy-
ber technologies for terrorism, extremism and criminal 
goals, for meddling in domestic affairs of sovereign states 
as well as for carrying out hacker attacks on information 
resources of states, including against critical information 
infrastructure. 			                  Agencies

Putin views restricting access to 
advanced technologies as cyber threat

and international organizations.
China will continue to make its efforts to maintain the sta-

bility of the global anti-epidemic materials supply chain and 
provide support to countries in need, he said.

“China will stick to solidarity and mutual assistance and 
join hands with other countries to eventually defeat the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” Wang said.

China will adhere to opening-up and cooperation, and 
work with other countries to promote the recovery of the 
world economy, he said. “China, which continues to open 
wider to the outside world, will further deepen mutually 

beneficial cooperation with other countries and 
inject more impetus into the recovery of the global 
economy,” Wang said.

Noting that China will uphold multilateralism, 
Wang said the country will hold high the banner 
of a community with a shared future for humanity, 
adhere to the principle of extensive consultation, 
joint contribution and shared benefits, safeguard 
the international order based on the UN Charter, 
and improve the global governance system. 

				             Xinhua

 
By Otiato Opali 

COVID-19 vaccines remain out of reach for most Af-
ricans, with the continent accounting for less than 2 
percent of the doses given out worldwide, data from 
the World Health Organization shows.

The WHO data indicates that 45 African countries 
have received vaccines, with 43 of them having be-
gun carrying out the jabs. Almost 13 million of the 
31.6 million doses delivered so far have been admin-
istered. And just 10 countries have received 93 per-
cent of the continent’s supplied doses in an uneven 
rollout.

Most of the African countries that have received 
supplies gained them only in the past five weeks, in 
small quantities.

“Although progress is being made, many African 
countries have barely moved beyond the starting 
line,” Matshidiso Moeti, the WHO Regional Director 
for Africa, said on Friday.

“Limited stocks and supply bottlenecks are putting 
COVID-19 vaccines out of reach of many people in 
this region. Fair access to vaccines must be a reality if 
we are to collectively make a dent on this pandemic.”

She said Africa is playing catchup with vaccina-
tions, and the gap with wealthier regions is widening.

“While we acknowledge the immense burden 
placed by the global demand for vaccines, inequity 
can only worsen scarcity,” Moeti said. “More than a 
billion Africans remain on the margins of this histor-
ic march to overcome the pandemic.” 

According to the WHO, programs to train health-
care workers and the prelisting of people in prior-
ity groups have helped some Africans countries 
to quickly reach a large proportion of the targeted 
groups.

The 10 countries that have vaccinated the most 
have used at least 65 percent of their supplies.

The vaccine rollout in some countries has been 
hampered by operational and financial hurdles or 
logistical difficulties.

The WHO said it is supporting countries to tackle 
the challenges by reinforcing planning and coordina-
tion, advocating more financial resources as well as 
setting up communications strategies to counter so-
called vaccine hesitancy and misinformation.

Africa struggles with 2% 
of world’s vaccine doses

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi speaks at a special event of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to present 
Hubei Province to the world, in Beijing on Monday. (Xinhua)

A man receives a dose of the Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine at the Jabra Hospital for Emergency and Injuries in 
Sudan’s capital Khartoum on March 9, 2021. (AFP)

Photo shows part of an ecological park built by Hebei Xinjin Iron & Steel Co., Ltd. 
in Wu’an, a county-level city under Handan city, north China’s Hebei province. 
(File Photo)
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

IN the at times unrewarding and 
inspirationally glorious history of 
Africa’s showings at the Olympic 
Games, it is rather striking to note 
that the continent has often failed 
to triumphantly claim medals in 
the martial arts-cum-sports on 
the grandest and most exalted 
sporting stage of all.

Indeed, despite that bold 
statement, there are always 
exceptions to the rule in such 
circumstances.

That notwithstanding though, 
it is nonetheless still fair to assert 
that the continent’s mighty haul of 
medals in Olympic Games history 
has been chiefly drawn from 
boxing, athletics, football and now 
and then, the long jump.

These reminiscences give rise 
to a sobering question hovering in 
the air, which is, why has it proven 

to be frustratingly beyond the 
grasp of African administrators to 
successfully steer the continent’s 
sportsmen and sportswomen 
towards the longed-for glory-land 
of medal-winning displays in 
the martial arts-cum-sports like 
Karate, and Judo among others at 
the Olympic Games?

Indeed, one reason for our 
deeply dissatisfying record in 
the martial arts at the Olympics 
could be that such sports have 
been tellingly neglected in terms 
of investment across the vast 
expanse of the continent.

In this, the Information Age, 
countries the world over have 
recognized that sports is today a 
thriving, dynamic and flourishing 
industry, which can also be 
hugely financially rewarding for 
sportsmen and sportswomen.

Naturally, given the weighty 

importance attached to sports 
these days, it is doubtlessly 
unsurprising that competition 
across the extensive spectrum of 
various sports has dramatically 
intensified.

Hence, as per the new status 
quo, the continent would do 
well to bear in mind that greater 
investment in the martial arts is 
indisputably not a fool’s errand 
but actually, it could potentially 
turn out to be one of the most 
sagacious measures ever 
undertaken by Africa’s stewards of 
sports, which could enormously 
increase the likelihood of the 
continent bagging more medals 
at the prestigious Olympic Games.

Let us now segue neatly to 
ponder upon President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan’s call to sports 
administrators in which she urged 
them to address the hindrances 

which are impeding domestic 
sports, adding that such remedial 
measures are sorely needed as 
the domestic sports sector offers 
promising employment prospects 
for our country’s youth.

Indeed, this writer couldn’t 
agree more with our honorable 
President’s insightful remarks.

It is hoped then that domestic 
sports administrators will heed 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 
remarks and hopefully, we can 
now expect the adoption of swift 
moves to positively impact upon 
various nagging headaches like 
the need for wider inclusion of 
people with disabilities (PWAs) 
in sports and the realization of 
the long sought-after goal of the 
provision of greater funds for 
women’s sports among other 
urgent and pressing sporting 
concerns.

Africa must invest more 
in the martial arts    

Confederation of African Football (CAF) president, Patrice Motsepe.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

FOR the first time in its 64-year history, the 
Confederation of African Football (CAF), the 
continent’s administrative body for the sport, 
has an Anglophone president.

Patrice Motsepe, a 59-year-old South 
African businessman and former lawyer, was 
elected unopposed to be come CAF’s eighth 
president on March 12 in Rabat, Morocco, in 
a FIFA-brokered deal (CAF is one of the six 
confederations which make up FIFA, football’s 
world governing body).

Motsepe is highly respected for his decades 
of work transforming South Africa’s mining 
sector into a more equitable space, becoming 
Africa’s first Black billionaire in the process.

Now, he faces the herculean task of 
transforming African football into a more 
level playing field, and addressing some of 
the challenges plaguing Caf since its previous 
president, Ahmad Ahmad, took charge in four 
years ago.

Motsepe’s March 12 election lacked the 
drama of his predecessor’s four years ago.

In 2017, Ahmad had uprooted CAF’s longest-
serving president, Issa Hayatou, who had ruled 
the confederation with an iron fist for 29 years.

This time, other contenders for the top 
job— Jacques Anouma of Ivory Coast, Senegal’s 
Augustin Senghor, and Ahmed Yahya of 
Mauritania— withdrew their candidacies 
to pave the way for Motsepe’s win, with 
encouragement from FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino.

Motsepe has been entrusted with lifting the 
sports body from its current shambolic state of 
affairs.

He will have to do it with five vice presidents, 
and FIFA’s oversight.

“The expectations are quite high, given 
the qualities that Motsepe will bring to the 
position,” seasoned football analyst Chuka 
Onwumechili said.

He noted: ‘’His business success ‘is quite 
important, because at least he does not depend 
on his position at CAF to become wealthy.”

The mess Motsepe is inheriting
Ahmad became the leader of African football 

in the wake of a global corruption crisis that 
had engulfed the sport since 2015.

Promising financial transparency and 
accountability, he was supposed to herald a 
new dawn for CAF. That dawn quickly turned 
to dusk.

The challenges facing the organization 
were exemplified during the final of the 2018- 
2019 CAF Champion’s League, Africa’s elite 
football club competition, held at Tunisia’s 
Stade Olympique de Radès in June 2019.

Sixty thousand football fans watched 
in dismay as the game between Tunisia’s 
Espérance de Tunis and Morocco’s Wydad 
Casablanca was abandoned due to a row 
between the finalists.

With just one hour left in play, the match 
was halted when Wydad protested that a 
video assistant referee was unavailable to 
judge a rejected goal. 

Ahmad was seen on the field discussing the 
contention with match officials for over 30 
minutes.

The CAF ultimately decided to hand over 
the trophy to Espérance Tunis, but later 
asked the outfit to hand back the trophy and 
medals, and demanded the two teams replay 
the final.

In response, ES Tunis filed a complaint to 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (the highest 
judicial body for global sport disputes), 
which annulled the CAF decision.

So, ES Tunis were handed the trophy for 
the second time.

This was not the first time in the elite 
competition’s 55 years that a final had been 
interrupted.

And it certainly was not the first time 
Ahmad’s shortcomings as leader of the soccer 
federation would be exposed.

Motsepe should uplift football 
administration in Africa      

sports
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s female professional boxer, Zulfa Macho, emerged victori-
ous in her first professional title fight, defeating compatriot, Halima Vun-
jabei, by points in Dar es Salaam last weekend.

Zulfa won the bout in the 10th round to be crowned Universal Box-
ing Organization (UBO) Female World Super Flyweight champion after a 
wonderful performance at Ubungo Plaza in the city on Sunday.

In a rematch of what was both boxers pro debut more than seven years 
ago, won by Zulfa by majority decision, she again out-scored local rival 
Halima Vunjabei.

This time, with much higher stakes, it was more conclusive and unani-
mous.

The high-paced fight saw Zulfa, who after their first encounter didn’t 
fight again until making a comeback last summer, simply showcase im-
pressive showing.

She was able to slug it out successfully with Halima, and befuddle the 
latter with quick combinations from the outside when the former chose.

Switch-hitting, jabbing and countering with accuracy, Zulfa was a notch 
above the otherwise game and determined Halima, so after ten heated 
rounds it was just a matter of how wide the scores would be in her favor.

Judge Sakwe Mtulya and Liu Shaojie both scored the fight 97-93 in fa-
vour of Zulfa, while judge Pembe Ndava had it one round closer at 96-94 
also in favour of Zulfa.

At only 25 years, the sky appears to be the limit for Zulfa, nicknamed 
‘Zulu The Conqueror’, who improved her professional record to 5-0 (0).

Halima (26 years), a former World Boxing Federation (WBF) world 
title-challenger at Light Flyweight, drops to 9-6-1 (5) but she has plenty of 
time to come again.

The fight, nicknamed ‘Queen of the Ring’, promoted by PeakTime Me-
dia, was televised live on ITV Tanzania and Global TVOnline.

Organized by Peaktime Media under Selemani Semunyu, it is the first 
time women have fought for the belt.

Speaking after winning the title, Zulfa stated she is currently looking 
for the biggest boxers as she is tired of beating Halima Vunjabei.

“I am grateful for the support of all my fans, family and my coach, but 
at the moment I am no longer Halima’s status, I am tired of beating her,” 
she stated.

In contrast to the other bout, there was another preliminary bouts 
where Sarafina Julius beat Mwanne Haji from Mbeya by points, Edna Kay-
age beat Maimuna Hashim by K.O in the first round in a four-round bout.

Tanzanian boxer, Abdallah Luanjo, defeated Italian Gianluca Franco 
by K.O, in the fourth round in a 10-round preliminary bout on the night of 
‘Queen of the Ring’ between Zulfa Macho and Halima.

Despite the Italian’s fitness in the first three rounds, Luanjo’s fourth 
round heavy punches made his opponent submit.

Another intense men’s fight, George Bonabucha won by K.O against 
Chiddi Mbishi in the second round.

Ismail Galiatano emerged victorious through K.O against Nassoro Mad-
imbo in the fifth round of an eight-round bout, while Charles Tondo won 
by  K.O against Sunday Kiwale in the fifth round.

Others are Lolen Japhet beating Hamisi Suleiman by points and Rama-
dhani Iddi hit Fadhili Chamile

Others are Jesca Mfinanga who beat Lulu Kayage by points While Leila 
Yazidu defeated Happy Daudi.

Fatuma Yazidu defeated Dorothea Muhoza, while Zawadi Kutaka de-
feated Martha Kimaro, all winning by points in four-round fights.

Klinsmann:  Haaland’s future 
decision is about risk calculation 
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Simba SC aims to close in 
on Yanga in 2020/21 VPL    

Boxer Zulfa Macho wins UBO 
Female World Super Flyweight title

TCA Women clobber 
Dar Commbine 
in Kazim Nasser 
Memorial League    

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC’s hectic fixture sched-
ule for April continues when they 
play their third of seven games this 
month, a Vodacom Premier League 
(VPL) clash at home to Mtibwa Sugar.

The match will take place at the 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam at 7pm tonight. 

The VPL defending champions, 
who are third on the table, have an 
opportunity to close the gap to the 
top of the league to two points with 
four games in hand after leaders 
Yanga could only manage another 
frustrating draw against Kinondoni 
Municipal Council (KMC) FC in the 
city on Saturday.

Simba SC comes into this game on 
the back of a 1-0 away loss to Al Ahly 
in a CAF Champions League’s Group 
A game played in Cairo, Egypt on Fri-
day.

Simba SC players participate in training in Dar es Salaam recently to shape up for the Vodacom Premier League and 
CAF Champions League fixtures. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

The TCA Women outfit’s all-rounder, Mwanaidi Ibrahim, put solid performance and catapulted the 
team to victory over Dar Combine in this season’s Dar es Salaam Cricket (DC) Kazim Nasser Memo-
rial League (KNML)’s Division C match, which took place in Dar es Salaam last weekend.

Both Simba and Al Ahly had already confirmed their spot in the CAF 
Champions League quarterfinals, rendering the results irrelevant.

That defeat was a first in 14 games in all competitions for Simba and just 
their fourth loss of the campaign since losing to FC Platinum in the CAF 
Champions League preliminary round late last year.

Simba’s head coach Didier Gomes da Rosa said they are now shifting 
focus to the league as they seek to win their fourth title in a row.

He disclosed: “After the first target of reaching the quarterfinals of the 
Champions League was achieved, we need to keep pushing to achieve 
other goals set for the season. We are back in the hunt for the league title 
so we have to win all matches  to be assured of retaining the crown.’’

He stated: “We are preparing for all matches, both at home and away. 
We are ready to do well and achieve our targets.’’

Meanwhile, Mtibwa Sugar are struggling in the relegation zone after 
winning only one of their last eight league outings.

They are still without a head coach after the resignation of Burundian 
Thierry Hitimana over what he cited as interference and poor relation-
ship with his assistant Vincent Barnabas.

In 21 previous games between the teams, Mtibwa Sugar have won only 
twice, while there have been six draws and 13 wins for Simba.

The last time Mtibwa Sugar clashed with Simba, the former were able 
to hold the defending champions to a 1-1 draw at Jamhuri Stadium in Mo-
rogoro.

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Cricket Association 
(TCA) Women side picked their first 
win in this season’s  Dar es Salaam 
Cricket (DC) Kazim Nasser Memorial 
League (KNML)’s Division C, com-
manding an emphatic 27-run victory 
over Dar Combine team in Dar es Sa-
laam last weekend.

The TCA Women outfit went in to 
bat first in the tie, which took place at 
University of Dares Salaam ground, 
registering 101 runs for the loss of 
eight wickets in 20 overs.

Experienced all-rounder Mwa-
naidi Ibrahim had the best innings 
when the team took the crease, given 
she recorded 30 runs which consist-
ed four fours.

She was by far the batter with 
meaningful contribution, with 
the outfit’s up-and-coming player, 
Neema Justine, chipping in with 
good showing against the largely 
inexprienced Dar Combine young-
sters.

After facing an early blow follow-
ing opener Nasra Hamza’s early dis-
missal, fellow opener Neema show-
cased her resilience and scored 19 
runs.

Nasra was two runs short of two-
digit score during her short stint, 
clearing the boundary once.

They thereafter experienced a 
drawback, as one of the team’s key 
batters, Irene Ramadhan, also had a 
short spell as she was four runs short 
of two-digit figure.

Skipper Mwanaidi then took the 
crease to help TCA Women team 
stay in control, once the side had 
endured Monica Paschal’s early exit, 
as the former scored the 30 runs, 
which included four fours.

In Monica’s short spell in the in-
nings, she scored one run before she 
was dismissed by Dar Combine’s Ab-
dulqadir Jivajee.

The TCA Women side’s experi-
enced all-rounder, Saida Hamisi, de-
ployed as middle order batter, ended 
three runs short of two-digit figure.

Dar Combine’s bowlers Juma Adi-
nani and Jivajee ended with two 
wickets apiece, seeking to furstrate 
TCA Women side’s efforts to end 
their innings with an imposing total.

Adinani gave away 20 runs in four 
overs whereas Jivajee gave away nine 
runs in four overs.

The youthful Dar Combine crick-
eters found the going tough during 
the chase, managing 74 runs, drop-
ping two wickets in 20 overs.

Spirited batting by Dar Combine’s 
openers, Ayaan Ashik Shariff and Ab-
dallah Hassani, had the team show-
ing an encouraging start to the chase.

Hassani was their eventual top 
run getter, given he scored 32 runs, 
whereas fellow opener Shariff ended 
with bat in hand, posting 27 runs not 
out.

They were dealt a blow as top or-
der batsman, Jivajee, deployed at 
number three, was sent back to the 
pavilion early with two runs to his 
name.

Givin Abdallah formed solid stand 
with Shariff, with the former posting 
three runs not out.

Their efforts nevertheless hardly 
helped their outfit get down to suc-
cessful chase.

The DC organizes the annual tour-
nament under the auspices of Tanza-
nia Cricket Association (TCA) with a 
view to boosting the game’s promo-
tion in the country.

Harab Motors Company, Shamsu 
Pharamacy, and Swepac Imports 
International are the tournament’s 
sponsors.
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