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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

LOCAL horticultural commodities exported abroad have been endorsed by Global Good Agricultural Practice (GLOBAL G.A.P) to guarantee their quality and compliance with interna-tional market benchmarks.
Tanzania Horticulture Association (TAHA) which represents a multi-million dollar horticultural industry has been accredited by GLOBAL G.A.P as ‘Licensed Farm Assurer Company,’ and thus ofering a ray of hope to mil-lions of vegetable and fruits produc-ers who meet international safety standards.

GLOBAL G.A.P. Chief Operations Oicer, Markus Phillip said this week that TAHA has been listed on their website as farm assurer. “We also accepted Eric Mwesigwa to be the representative of Farm Assurer with GLOBALG.A.P” wrote Philipp to TAHA, adding that the association’s oicer responsible for standards and food safety will assist coordination of activities.
Experts said the GLOBAL G.A.P’s en-dorsement is a trust for TAHA to carry out the most prevalent certiications means to open up doors for millions of Tanzanian exporters, as the asso-ciation will build conidence in inter-

national markets.
“The beneits of having GLOBAL G.A.P. certiication include access to new business opportunities, espe-cially in the European market that consumes 80 percent of Tanzania’s horticultural produce, and the ability to earn higher incomes through price increases for the certiied products,” said TAHA Groups CEO, Jacqueline Mkindi.

Currently, the industry earns the economy over $700 million annu-ally has over 2.5 million smallholder and large scale commercial farmers. With an annual growth rate of 12 per-cent, the industry has turned into the growth driver for the entire agricul-tural sector with an average growth rate of 4 per cent only. 
TAHA’s being the world’s standards certiication agency means that, it strategically suited to ofer services to farmers and exporter on implement-ing of GLOBAL G.A.P standard at pri-mary production sites.

“This accreditation takes not only TAHA on the international limelight but also the horticultural industry and the country as a whole” Mkindi explained.
Farm Assurer Company means an independent; GLOBALG.A.P trained and approved entity that provides 

Horticultural 
body earns 
global standards 
certification for 
commodities  

TAHA Group’s CEO, Jacqueline Mkindi receives the GLOBALG.A.P License from the body’s representative, Eric Mwesigwa at her office in Arusha on Monday. Photo: courtesy of TAHA. 

EXCELLENCE 

LONDON 

CASH-STRAPPED nations in southern Africa want to end a ban on selling ivory and lift restric-tions on elephant hunting, a decision that has not gone down well with environmentalists.Global environmental forum the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) will soon meet in Sri Lanka. Five countries, Zimbabwe, Botswa-na, South Africa, Namibia and Angola, plan to lobby for the end of an embargo on ivory sales.Some of these countries have already begun work-arounds for CITES restrictions. Botswana announced last week it will begin licensing el-ephant hunts, in spite of ierce resistance from environmental groups.
“This is an ethical issue involving the killing 

of wild animals for fun,” says Will Travers, presi-dent of wildlife organisation Born Free. “Trophy hunting is not welfare friendly, it targets speciic animals according to their perceived value as trophies, ignoring their contribution as mem-bers of their communities.”
Others however, contend that limited hunt-ing will not damage Botswana’s overall elephant population, assumed to be around 160,000 ani-mals. “You are going to hear a lot of misinforma-tion about this - especially around this being a threat to elephant populations,” Dani Rabaiotti an environmental scientist at the Institute of Zoology at the Zoological Society of London. “Botswana is home to around one-third of the world’s remaining population of elephants. That happened despite hunting being legal until 2014.”

Zimbabwe, which is sufering severe cash shortages, is leading the charge. In May, Zimba-bwe Tourism Minister Prisca Mupfumira said through state media that the country had sold around 100 elephants over the past six years, mostly to China, and raised $2.7 million.The announcement caused a torrent of out-rage among environmentalists and animal lovers. “Shame on Zimbabwe,” says Dr Paula Kahumbu, an elephant expert and chief execu-tive of Kenya-based environmental organisation WildlifeDirect. Kenyan herds have been ravaged by poachers, and the country wants the restric-tions on trade in elephant products to remain.The CITES ban was put in place in 1989, in re-sponse to elephant herds being decimated by poachers wanting their tusks. At the upcoming CITES gathering, the topic will pit southern Afri-

can states against many northern countries that want the ban to remain.
Currently, most African countries are listed as Appendix I, meaning no trade in elephant products. Just four – South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Botswana are Appendix II, which allows limited trade such as live animal sales. These countries now want to have their restric-tions lifted completely and resume sales of ivory.“They are pitching for a big ight,” Dr Kahum-bu says. “Kenya and her friends want to transfer all elephants to Appendix I, which will send a clear message: no ivory trade for anyone.” The southern bloc is equally determined to get its way. These countries complain that they are be-ing penalised for their successful environmental management.

“Zimbabwe has 84,000 elephants, but it’s car-

GREED 

Africa’s elephants too lucrative an asset for some nations to protect

PRETORIA 
SOUTH African President Cyril Ramaphosa has signed into law a carbon tax to cut emissions in the continent’s worst polluter.

The tax, a rare step for an emerging economy, will be levied from June 1 on greenhouse gases from fuel combustion and industrial processes and emissions, the treasury said on Monday, drawing cautious praise from environmentalists. “Climate change represents one of the biggest challenges facing humankind, and the primary objective of the carbon tax is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in a sustainable, cost-efective and aford-able manner,” the treasury said in a state-ment.
The tax was irst planned in 2010, but has been delayed due to opposition in a country struggling with low growth and unemployment at nearly 28 percent. “President Cyril Ramaphosa has com-municated the urgent need for action around the climate crisis,” WWF said in 

a statement, describing it as a landmark moment for South Africa.
“While there is still much to be done for the tax to become more efective, we rec-ognise this is a signiicant irst step.” The ministry said the tax was part of South Africa’s eforts to meet the global climate change agreement negotiated in Paris in 2015.

Set at 120 rand ($8.30) per tonne of carbon dioxide, the tax will be largely of-set by allowances to lower it to an efec-tive rate of between six and 46 rand per tonne in the irst three years. South Africa – which relies largely on coal for its energy supply – is the 14th largest polluter in the world and the largest in Africa, according to Greenpeace.
“We deinitely welcome this. It is very, very overdue,” said Melisse Steele, sen-ior campaign manager at Greenpeace. “It is a major step, but Greenpeace has expressed our concern that we don’t think that the carbon tax will be efective enough and the tax level is inadequate.” 

Coal-hungry South Africa introduces carbon tax

RESTRICTION 

A herd of elephants leaves a drinking spot in the Mababe area, Botswana

expertise to help producers implement good agri-cultural practices. With irst-hand knowledge about its system and the latest industry developments, it makes the standard easier to understand and help simplify audit preparations. 
GLOBAL G.A.P. today is the world’s leading farm assurance program, translating consumer require-ments into good agricultural practice in a rapidly growing list of countries – currently more than 135.“One of the biggest impediments of Tanzania farmers’ accessing regional as well as international markets has been, as it is now, lack of compliance capacity with international quality and market standards” the TAHA Group CEO noted.TAHA as a GLOBAL G.A.P. Farm Assurer will now be better positioned to ofer services to farmers and exporters alike on how to better forge systems at 

farms that will enable their certiication and even-tually secure export markets. 
“TAHA therefore is up and willing to continue to serve the industry and assist farmers implement the standards so as to enable export competitive-ness,” Mkindi added.

TAHA’s Standards and Food safety Coordinator, Eric Mwesigwa, said this increased food production and horticultural trade calls for higher implemen-tation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures both domestically as well as internationally.Tanzania through the ratiied SPS Agreement is mandated to comply with phytosanitary measure that ensures exporters comply with regulatory standards. “These standards act as a code of con-duct in ensuring that food produced and consumed is safe and in line with basic principles of hygiene 

and health,” Mwesigwa explained.Indeed, standards and food quality represent a challenge for every producer and exporter who has to cope with in order to access national, regional and international markets.
TAHA’s chief development Manager, Anthony Chamanga said that the change in consumer’s at-titudes has considerably been inluenced by cer-tain incidents related to food safety, which clearly showed that more attention should be paid to food safety.

“Diferent actors should work together on this is-sue, from food producers --primary and inal, con-sumer associations, international organizations, big retailers to the state” Chamanga implored while ap-plauding the GLOBAL G.A,P certiication by TAHA.

rying capacity is 55,000,” Nick Mangwana, infor-mation secretary for the government of Zimba-bwe said. “Humans and elephants are living in conlict.” More than 200 people in Zimbabwe have been killed by elephants over the past ive years, as elephant herds grow and humans en-croach on their land.
Meanwhile, Zimbabwe’s stockpile of ivory grows: like the other regional countries with large parks, tusks are harvested from animals who die of natural causes. “Our ivory stockpile is worth over $300 million, which we can’t sell because countries without elephants are telling those with them what to do with their animals,” Mr Mangwana says.

Kenya’s approach has been very diferent. In 2016, the country burned 105 tonnes of ivory in a spectacular bonire in front of the world’s media. The tusks were from at least 6,000 el-ephants that had died in various Kenyan parks. The bonire took with it $100m in potential in-come, plus 5 per cent of global ivory stocks.In 2008 however, CITES allowed a limited series of auctions that allowed ivory to be sold to accredited traders, who were mostly from China and Japan. According to CITES data, 102 tonnes of ivory were sold to raise around $15m for conservation. The average price paid was $157 per kilogram, which contrasts sharply with the black-market rate at the time of $750-850, CITES said.
Authorising another auction or even lifting the trade ban entirely will be a tough sell in 2019, when the public still remembers the kill-ing of Cecil the lion in a Zimbabwe game park four years ago. Besides, CITES itself still sees elephants Africa-wide as deeply vulnerable to poaching. “Illegal killing of African elephants for ivory remains a signiicant threat to elephant populations in most of the range states,” says CITES Secretary-General Ivonne Higuero. More elephants are still dying at the hands of poach-ers than natural deaths.

In total, the African elephant population has fallen from an estimated 12 million a century ago to some 400,000. As the human population grew over the last hundred years, these remain-ing animals are losing territory, Ms Higuero said. “The human population of Africa has grown tenfold, from 125 million to 1.225 [billion], creat-ing competition for land with elephants.”Yet countries with large herds are demanding more control over elephant population size and the right to hunt them.

         Page 13

National Pg 4
Youth to embrace self employment

National Pg 6
Political  process in riparian states

National Pg 3
34 died in serial killings

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government plans to employ 44,800 
new workers in the 2019/20 financial 
year to end existing shortages in different 
sectors, the Deputy Minister of State in the 
President’s Office (Public Service and Good 
Governance), Dr Mary Mwanjelwa has 
declared.

She told the legislature yesterday that 
the offer of jobs will not be based on   
work experience of those recruited, with 
the government having abandoned that 
requirement, raising it only in relation to 
those already employed.

The deputy minister was responding 
to a supplementary question by Special 

Govt set to employ 44,800 
graduates next fiscal year

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

TANZANIA is poised to become the first country 
in the East Africa region, the fourth in the continent 
and the 70th in the world having reliable sources 
of electricity following completion of the 2115 MW 
Rufiji hydro-power project, the government has 
declared.

The Minister for Energy, Dr Medard Kalemani 
told the National Assembly here yesterday that the 
project set to be completed in 2022 will enable the 
country to ensure reliable power at a low cost.

Tabling the 2019/20 ministerial budget estimates, 
he said the nation has made major strides in power 
supply following implementation of strategic 
projects.

TURN TO PAGE 2

One of the successes was having 300 MW 
surplus of electricity per day in 2018/19 
compared to a 100 MW shortage in the 2015/16 
fiscal year, he said.

“Our nation has started having an average of 
MV 300 surplus of electricity per day compared 
to the way it was in the past,” he said, noting that 
through the projects, all villages in the country 
will soon have power connection.

He said that in the 2019/20 fiscal year, the 
ministry will continue implementing various 
projects including increased power production 
aimed at having 10,000MW by 2025.

Dr Kalemani noted that installed capacity in 
power production rose to 1,601.90MW in 2018/19 

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

TANZANIA and other members of African, 
Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) bloc want ongoing 
negotiations on future engagement with the 
European Union (EU) extended further for their 
interests to be catered for.

The Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and East 
African Cooperation, Dr Damas Ndumbaro told 
reporters here yesterday that ACP countries want 
more time so that their interests are well take care TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT John Magufuli yesterday invited 
Namibia’s meat processing giant Meatco to come 
and invest in Tanzania, citing the large number of 
livestock in the country as an advantage.

A statement released yesterday by the Directorate 
of Presidential Communications said the Head of 
State extended the invitation yesterday during a 
visit to the company’s head offices in Windhoek.

The statement noted that the company’ acting 
managing director Jannie Breytenbach told the 
president that the factory employs 650 workers 
and has the capacity to process 630 cattle per day.

“President Magufuli invited Meatco to come and 
invest in Tanzania as it has the second highest 
number of livestock in Africa,” the statement reads 
in part.

Tanzania has about 30.5 million cattle, 18.8 million 
goats, and 5.3 million sheep. Other livestock include 

“President Magufuli invited Meat-
co to come and invest in Tanza-
nia as it has the second highest 
number of livestock in Africa,” the 
statement reads in part

JPM visits Namibia, taps 
meat group investment

of in a future engagement.
The current ACP-EU agreement, known as the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement expires next 
February.

Briefing reporters on the 109th Session of the 
ACP Council of Ministers and the 44th Session 
of the ACP-EC Council of Ministers which took 
place last week in Brussels, Dr Ndumbaro said 
ACP countries stated that the new agreement 
must serve the interests of the bloc in terms of 

ACP interests need EU 
negotiations extended

Tanzania leads in reliable, 
low cost power sources

Seats MP Aida Khenan (Chadema) who 
demanded what the government was 
doing to help employ youths graduating 
each year.

She said that over 800,000 young 
Tanzanians graduate from higher learning 
institutions annually but only 40,000 get 
employed, with the rest left to wander in 
the streets.

“What is the government doing to help 
this big number of trained youths who are 
locked out in the job market?” she asked, 
also seeking to know if the government 
was able to employ university graduates 
who meet employment criteria.

In response, the deputy minister noted 
that every Tanzanian has a right to be 
employed but the government cannot 
employ all those who complete studies. 
Thus those locked out should seek 
openings elsewhere or take up income 
generating activities.

In the 2018/19 financial year, the 
government employed over 40,600 new 
recruits, 500 of them being teachers, she 
said, elaborating that this exercise will be 

One of the successes was 
having 300 MW surplus of 
electricity per day in 2018/19 
compared to a 100 MW 
shortage in the 2015/16 fiscal 
year, he said

A long queue of lorries close on the weighing bridge along Mandela Road at Kurasini in Dar es Salaam. Most companies having offices nearby complain of inconveniences from the road facility 
as witnessed yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala 



2  Wednesday 29 May 2019 

.NEWS  

economic development though fair 
trade.

The bloc also maintained that 
the future agreement should be 
independent from other agreements 
that are still on the negotiating table 
including Economic Partnership 
Agreements (EPAs), he said

”Because we need detailed 
discussions with deep consideration 
of the interest of ACP countries 
including Tanzania, we said we are 
ready to continue with the negotiations 
beyond the scheduled time,” said Dr 
Ndumbaro.

A number of challenges in the 
current ACP-EU agreement were 
discussed in the meeting and 
resolved. They include lack of speed 
in implementation of various agreed 
development programmes, low level 
of business among ACP countries and 
emergence of non-tariff barriers on 
ACP goods entering EU, he elaborated.

The objective was to discuss specific 
needs and priorities of the ACP region, 

while exploring how to best address 
them in the future ACP-EU agreement,, 
he stated.

Negotiations on a new ACP-EU 
Partnership were launched in New 
York last   September on the margins of 
the United Nations General Assembly.

The two first series of talks that have 
taken place mainly focused on the 
common foundation at ACP-EU level 
which entails the values and principles 
that bring the EU and ACP countries 
together.

The talks also touched on strategic 
priority areas that the two sides intend 
to prospectively work on together, 
where the EU put forward an envisaged 
structure of the future agreement 
that includes a common foundation 
and specific, action-oriented regional 
pillars, to focus on each region’s needs. 

Through the future partnership, EU 
and ACP countries seek closer political 
cooperation on the world stage. 
Together, the ACP-EU represents more 
than half of all UN member countries 
and unites over 1.5 billion people. 

ACP interests need EU 
negotiations extended
FROM PAGE 1

compared to 1,517.47MW in 2017/18, 
representing a 5.6 percent increase.

On the national demand for electricity, 
he said there is demand for 1,116.58MW 
currently compared to 1,051.27MW in 
2017/19, being 6.2 percent more,  with 
production increasing from 7,114 GWh  
(gigawatt hours) in 2017 to 7,374 GWh  in 
2018.

He said by 2015, the country was able to 
produce 1,204MW of electricity compared 
to 1,601.90MW in 2018.

The 2019/20 budget is aimed at 
implementing government plans to 
produce enough reliable electricity 
affordable to all people, the minister 
emphasized.

He asked the legislature to approve Sh 
2,142.7bn for the 2019/20 financial year 
whereby Sh 2,116.4bn or 98.8 percent is 
for the development budget, of which Sh 
1,956.3bn is from internal sources and Sh 
160,082m is from foreign sources.

An estimated Sh 26,339.3m or 1.2 percent 
of total estimates is for recurrent needs 
while Sh 15,025.8m is meant for other uses 
and Sh 11,313.4m meant for salaries.

Tabling the views of the parliamentary 
committee on Energy and Minerals, 
Dunstan Kitandula (Mkinga, CCM) said 
the committee was concerned by the 
low disbursement of development funds, 
urging the government to release funds as 
approved by the House.

He said his team was also saddened 
by the shortage of equipment in Rural 
Electrification Agency (REA) projects, 
saying the trend has slowed power 
connections in many villages.

Kitandula said the government should 
increase REA projects since many villagers 
are yet to be reached by the power project.

The Shadow Minister for Energy, John 
Mnyika (Kibamba, Chadema), tabling the 
opposition camp’s views on the estimates, 
observed that the government owes 
contractors a lot of money, derailing many 
projects.

“The opposition camp calls on 
the government to constantly hold 
meetings with contractors on electricity 
projects, especially REA to listen to their 
challenges,” he emphasized.

FROM PAGE 1

1.9 million pigs, 38.2 million local 
chickens and 36.6 million improved 
chickens. The livestock sector involves 
about 50 percent of the population, 
about 4.6 million households whose 
incomes depend also on livestock 
rearing.

Two months ago, the government 
launched the Tanzania Livestock Master 
Plan meant to address challenges 
facing the sector to enable realization 
of the Tanzania Development Vision 
(TDV) 2025. 

A key TDV goal is that by year 2025 
there should be a livestock sector, which 
to a large extent shall be commercially 
run, modern and sustainable using 
improved and highly productive 
livestock to ensure food security, 
improved income for households 
and the nation while conserving the 
environment.

Before visiting the meat processing 

plant, President Magufuli paid a visit 
to the Heroes Acre graveyard where 
Namibia’s freedom fighters are laid to 
rest outside the capital, where he laid a 
wreath of flowers.

“It is where Namibia’s liberation 
struggle heroes, some of whom were 
trained at Kongwa Camp in Tanzania 
are buried. Others are officials of 
SWAPO, the party that liberated the 
country whose offices during the 
struggle were located in Dar es Salaam 
as well as freedom fighters who were 
based in Namibia,” the statement 
affirmed.

President Magufuli was accompanied 
to the site by host President Hage 
Geingob.

The Head of State also conversed 
with Namibia’s retired president 
Hifikepunye Pohamba before leaving 
for Zimbabwe on an official visit upon 
invitation by President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, it added.

FROM PAGE 1

JPM visits Namibia, taps 
meat group investment

Tanzania leads 
in reliable, low 
cost power 
sources

sustained and widened in the coming 
financial year.

The government has remained the 
leading employer for a long time, 
with jobs being offered depending on 

the demand for human resources in 
various ministerial departments and 
agencies and in relation to available 
budget funds.

On account of vast social and 
economic changes, the government set 
up a secretariat to handle employment 

matters, where the accent is on its being 
free and transparent, she told MPs.

“All those who pass interviews 
qualify for employment and are posted 
to various sectors as per the demand,” 
the deputy minister intoned.

Jenista Mhagama, the Minister of 

State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Policy, Parliamentary Affairs, Labour, 
Employment, Youth and the Disabled) 
informed the legislature that the 
government has established an 
internship programme to enable new 
graduates get work exposure.

FROM PAGE 1

Govt set to employ 44,800 graduates next fiscal year

The Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Investment) Angellah Kairuki (C) briefs journalists moments after opening the public forum: ‘Public-Private 
Working Together: Ideas on Private Sector-led Initiatives’ organised by Tanzania Private Sector Foundation (TPSF) in collaboration with World Bank in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday. Others are TPSF chairperson Salum Shamte (R) and World Bank Country Director for Tanzania, Burundi, Malawi and Somalia, Bella Bird. Photo: John 
Badi

President John Magufuli paying respects at the Namibia Heroes’ Acre shortly after wreath laying yesterday. Presi-
dent Magufuli is in Namibia for official visit. Photo: State House

WINDHOEK

NAMIBIA translocated six 
elephants to a tourism game park in 
Kinshasa, capital of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Namibia’s Port 
Authorities (Namport) said Tuesday.

Namport in a statement said this is 
the first time a consignment of such 
magnitude involving adult elephants 
leaving the country and will definitely 

not be the last as this was a trial run 
to guarantee that future exportations 
are conducted smoothly.

The entire operation was 
done via the port of Walvis Bay 
and lasted over 20 hours and 
required approximately 50 
personnel members from various 
stakeholders, the statement added.

Late last year, a consignment of 205 
animals was also transported from 

Walvis Bay to the same tourism game 
park in Kinshasa.

Wildlife Vets Namibia’s Ulf 
Tubbesing said that the animals 
which were released into strictly non-
hunting reserves, are faring very well 
and have reproduced significantly.

Meanwhile, Namibia intends to ship 
another consignment of elephants to 
DRC in the coming month of June, 
Namport added.

By Special Correspondent, Addis Ababa

PEACE and security experts, 
gathered under the African Union (AU) 
umbrella, expressed “deep concern” 
over increasing external interference 
on Africa’s peace and security 
landscape.

They expressed growing concern 
regarding an increasing external 
interference on Africa’s peace and 
security setting during the recently held 
first-ever joint consultative meeting 
between the Peace and Security 
Council of the AU and the Regional 
Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention, 
Management and Resolution (RECs/
RMs), the AU said in a statement issued 
on Tuesday.

The participants “expressed deep 
concern over increasing external 
interference on Africa’s peace and 
security landscape, which poses the 
risk of undermining African efforts 
and initiatives,” the joint communique 
read.

The increasing external interference 
on Africa’s peace and security 
landscape, in addition to creating 
the risk of undermining African 
efforts and initiatives, also resulted 
in “consequences of delaying the 
resolution of crises and conflicts 
in the continent, causing severe 
consequences on African people,” 
according to the AU.

They also stressed “the need for 
redoubled efforts to effectively 
mobilize adequate funding from 
within the continent for peace and 
security efforts, with a view to reducing 
dependency on external sources of 
funding, as well as to facilitate effective 
implementation of African solutions to 
peace and security challenges facing 
the continent.”

The continental joint consultative 
meeting also expressed “deep concern 
over the fact that while the AU and the 

RECs/RMs continue to deploy efforts 
towards finding durable solutions 
to the existing crises and conflicts 
in different parts of the continent, 
new threats are emerging, with some 
of them mutually reinforcing each 
other, such as terrorism, transnational 
organized crime, and drug trafficking.”

According to the AU, the participants 
have also agreed “to work out joint 
modalities to address the issue of 
sustainable funding of peace support 
operations in Africa, in order to ensure 
and promote rapidity, efficiency 
and effectiveness of peace support 
operations.”

Noting the increasing external 
influence, the African peace and 
security experts also called for the 
operationalization of “modalities 
for undertaking early responses to 
looming crisis and expediting action to 
resolve and mitigate blown out crises 
and conflicts,” the statement read.

Amid growing risks of undermining 
African efforts and initiatives due 
to mounting external interference, 
the joint high-level meeting also 
“emphasized the imperative of the PSC 
to continue and enhance its provision 
of political guidance and strategic 
coordination of actions of the APSA 
stakeholders.”

Promoting an inclusive and 
transparent approach, so as to facilitate 
effective and efficient synergies in the 
promotion of peace and security in 
Africa, was also said to be vital to the 
betterment of Africa’s stability.

They further underscored the 
importance of scaling up conflict 
prevention efforts at both the regional 
and continental levels, in particular 
by focusing on engagement with the 
member states concerned and regional 
blocs in order to create opportunities 
for preventing looming crisis or 
speedily resolving a blown out conflict, 
it was noted.

AU urges internal solutions 
for peace, security issues

Namibia translocates 6 elephants 
to tourism game park in DRC
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By Guardian Correspondent, 
Dodoma

NATIONAL Council for 
Technical Education (NACTE) has 
opened registration for degree  
and diploma courses at the same 
time announcing the suspension 
of registration of community 
health students for the year 
2018/19 academic year.

The move comes after a 
directive by the Ministry of Health, 
Community Development, 
Gender, Elderly and Children 
which said there will be no 
admission of such students for 
this year until further notice.

Speaking at a press 
conference, the head of 
admission department at 
Nacte Twaha Twaha said the 
norm has been that all health 
courses are administered by 
the ministry, saying they had 
received directives that there 
should be no registration for the 
profession.

Earlier, the director of quality 
assurance and evaluation for 
the council Dr Geofrey Oleke 
said the council has also opened 
registration for all certificate 
and diploma courses except for 
teaching.

“Registration has officially 

opened today and will continue 
until September,2 for all the 
colleges that offer such courses,” 
he said.

He said those who are 
seeking to study health courses 
should request direct through 
the colleges or through 
institutional panels of the 
respective colleges.

He called upon those with the 
qualities to be keen in registering 
so that they are selected to study 
courses of their choice.

In 2016, NACTE launched the 
Central Admission System (CAS) 
to control the use of forged 
certificates, reduce costs incurred 

by applicants during enrolment 
and avoid the possibility of 
enrolling one student in more 
than two institutions.

It was also aimed at helping the 
government to have correct data 
on the exact number of students 
who have requested to join 
different training institutions as 
well as easily identify institutions 
which are recognized by the 
government.

It is used in applying 
and coordinating training 
programmes ranging from 
certificate, diploma and bachelor 
degrees for all academic 
institutions under Nacte.

The representative of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), Fred Kafeero, officially opens a 
workshop on leveraging small and medium rice millers for rural transformation and investment in the rice sector in Africa 
that is being held in Dar es Salaam and attended by nine African countries. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE Government of Japan through 
its Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries is supporting the Coalition for 
African Rice Development countries, 
and specifically Kenya, Tanzania 
and Senegal to develop efficient and 
inclusive rice value chains for rural 
transformation. 

The project on ‘Development of 
efficient and inclusive rice value chains 
in selected African countries, which is 
implemented with technical support of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) and the 
Africa Rice Center, aims to provide 
guidance for public sector policy 
making and private sector investment 
for rice value chains in Africa. 

While officially opening an Africa 
Regional  workshop involving private 
and public sector officials from 
Tanzania, Kenya, Senegal, Uganda, 
Cameroon, Benin, Mali, Nigeria and 
Ivory Coast, the FAO Representative 
in Tanzania, Fred Kafeero, highlighted 
the importance of rice in ensuring food 
security and employment.

“Rice is the world’s most important 
staple food and will continue to be so 
in the coming decades.A staple for 
some four billion people worldwide, 
rice provides twenty seven percent of 

the calories in low- and middle-income 
countries,” he said adding: “Small and 
medium agri-food companies also offer 
young women and men local jobs so 
that they can remain close to the rural 
family network, instead of migrating to 
overcrowded cities.”

Kafeero underlined the role of 
small and medium sized millers, who 
constitute an important source of local 
supply and service provision for rice 
farmers

He added that they usually have 
extensive knowledge of local agro-

resources and supply patterns. He 
called for additional investment in 
SMEs to make them an important 
source of innovation in the food 
sector.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam at the same 
regional workshop on ‘Leveraging 
small and medium rice millers for 
rural transformation and investment 
in the rice sector in Africa’, FAO’s 
Agribusiness Officer Siobhan Kelly, said 
that the project aims to improve the 
understanding of the key role that the 
rice subsector plays in the economy. 

Kelly also stated that the results of 
the workshop will lead to guidance 
on policy, legal and investment 
frameworks needed to upgrade the 
role of SMEs in linking smallholders 
to rice value chains in Tanzania and 
across the CARD countries. 

According to  Sonja Barwitzki, FAO’s 
Agribusiness Development Consultant, 
the aim of the project is to improve 
the understanding on the role of rice 
millers in rural transformation, in 
particular on smallholder farmers’ 
linkages, employment generation, rice 

commercialization, rice value chain 
upgrading, food safety and nutrition.

The Executive Director of the Rice 
Council of Tanzania, Winnie Bashagi, 
noted that the workshop was also 
timely and relevant to Tanzania since 
it was going to build understanding on 
the role and needs of rice millers in the 
country alongside their counterparts in 
Africa to accelerate rural acceleration 
in our countries. 

For his part, the Representative of 
Africa Rice with its headquarters in 
Ivory Coast, West Africa Dr. Aminou 
Arouna said that the project, among 
other things, goes miles away to support 
effective and efficient transformation 
of subsistence rice farming to business 
and improve rice value chain in the 
continent.

FAO, Japan support three African nations to 
develop efficient, inclusive rice value chains 

NACTE conducts registration for degree and diploma courses

By Henry Mwangonde

OVER 5,000 school girls from across 
the country are expected to benefit 
from this year’s campaign to distribute 
sanitary pads by East Africa Television 
(EATV) and East Africa Radio

The campaign dubbed ‘Namthamini’ 
which started last year saw more than 
500 girls get sanitary pads to be used 
for a period of one year  is aimed at 
improving girl child education and 
menstrual hygiene through Free 
Sanitary Pad.

“This is a continuation of the 
campaign which started in 2017, it was 
a result of the challenges that girls face 
in their endeavor to seek education as 
stipulated in various data ranging from 
absenteeism drop and out,” said Nasser 
Kingu head of programming at EATV.

For this year, the campaign started 
yesterday and it is strategically 
conducted this month towards this 
year’s world Menstrual Day which is 
commemorated every May,28.

In his remarks, Deogratious Kitama a 
Producer with EAVT said the  campaign 
is aimed at rescuing girls from the 
challenges that they encounter in their 
journey to pursue education.

According to him, data shows that 

girls miss three to five school days to 
challenges associated with menstrual 
period. One girl also drops school due 
to pregnancies.

One can support the campaign by 
depositing money into a CRDB Bank 
account with the name Namthamini 
numbered 0150431938200, or buy 
sanitary pads then bring them to EATV 
offices located at Mikocheni industrial 
area.

In Tanzania most girls in rural 
primary schools who have reached 
puberty do not use appropriate 
sanitary wear during their monthly 
menstrual. They use local pads, i.e. 
rags, raw cotton and maize cobs. Due 
to lack of lack of water in most rural 
schools, washing of re-usable pads 
poses a serious challenge.

There are rural school girls who have 
not even seen a sanitary pad. Girl pupils 
either use inappropriate materials to 
manage menstrual flow or/and opt to 
stay at home and not attend school 
during the 3-4 days of their menses.

If they attend school without 

proper sanitary wear, many girls 
soil their uniforms and may suffer 
psychologically due to shame and 
embarrassment.

It is believed that Poor Menstrual 
Hygiene Management (MHM) can 
contribute to poor performance and 
completion rates among girl pupils and 
exposes them to health risks.

Stakeholders are working to find 
the best way to reach out to rural 
women with safe sanitary pads after 
reports that some are using traditional 
products having serious implications 
on their health.

Currently there is a problem in 
transporting the products  from centres 
of origin to remote areas most of them 
are imported hence  pass through 
many hands namely middlemen, 
wholesalers and retailers who hike the 
price to 30_percent before reaching the 
final consumers.

Data shows that about 84-percent of 
school girls  in Tanzania use materials 
such as soil, dung, feathers and corn 
cobs during menstrual.

5,000 school girls countrywide
to benefit from sanitary pads

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

AT LEAST 34 people died in serial killings in Zanzibar 
between June 2016 and June 2017, deputy minister for Home 
Affairs, Hamad Masauni told the House yesterday.

He said following the government analysis, it was 
established that 29 were killed on theft and robbery 
allegations, one was killed on accusations superstition 
beliefs, two others on love affairs while   three others on land 
conflicts.

The minister told theNational Assembly  that 33 people 
had been arrested in relation to 36 death cases while 33 
cases had been filed in courts and are at different levels.

The deputy minister said while responding to a question 
from Welezo MP,Saada Mkuya Salum (CCM) who had said 
that there had been many cases of killings in Zanzibar. “There 
are many reported cases of killings, mainly due to revenge 
on those killed for theft and other cases, has the government 
carried out analysis on the deaths and causes?” she asked.

She also wanted to know the number of people with cases 
related to the killings and how many had been convicted for 
murder following the recent killings in Zanzibar.

The deputy minister acknowledged that there    cases of 
killings  were on the rise in Zanzibar, including those which 
involved members of the public who take the law into their 
hands.

However, he said such actions are against the law and that 
the government is taking serious measures to completely 
curb the vice.

Meanwhile, the government plans to build a four storey 
building of  residential houses   for police officers who were 
affected since the colonial  era. The deputy minister for 
Home Affairs said, the buildings are ten per cent of the total 
demand for houses for police officers in the area.

He said the government will build 12 residential houses for 
police officers at Kusini Unguja region, adding that through  
the cooperation with other stakeholders, it has started to 
build a police station at Dunga area.

By Guardian Reporter

A FIVE-DAY East African 
Community (EAC) sectoral 
council on trade, industry, 
finance and investment (SCTIFI) 
meeting has kicked off at the 
EAC headquarters in Arusha, it 
has been announced.

A statement released 
yesterday by EAC’s Corporate 
Communications and Public 
Affairs department said the 
SCTIFI meeting started on 
Monday with the session of 
senior officials which runs until 
today and will be followed by 
the coordination committee 
(session of permanent/
principal/under secretaries) 
tomorrow and the ministers 

session on Friday.
 “Among the items on the 

agenda of the SCTIFI Meeting 
are: Consideration of the status 
of implementation of the 
previous directives/decisions of 
SCTIFI held in November 2018; 
Consideration of outstanding 
matters arising from the Pre-
budget meeting of May 2018; 
Report of the Committee 
on Customs, and; Report of 
the Sectoral Committee on 
Trade,” said Head of Corporate 
Communications and Public 
Affairs department Owora 
Othieno in the statement.

Other items to be discussed, 
according to the statement 
are: Report of the East African 
Standards Committee (EASC) 
and East African Accreditation 
Board (EAAB); Report of the 
Committee on Investment; 
Report on EAC Competition 
Authority Activities, and; Any 
other business.

EAC is a regional 
intergovernmental organisation 
of five Partner States, 
comprising Burundi, Kenya, 
Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda, 
with its headquarters in Arusha, 
Tanzania.

34 people died in serial
killings in Zanzibar

EAC meeting on trade, industry, 
finance and investment kicks off



4  Wednesday 29 May 2019 

NEWS  

By Guardian Reporter

THE Africa Tourism Association 
(ATA) is set to host World Tourism 
Conference in July this year in South 
Africa.

According to a statement issued 
yesterday by ATA, the World 
Tourism Conference will be held in 
Johannesburg, South Africa on July 
22 – 26, 2019, and will highlight the 
opportunities tourism can bring to 
African economies.

In less than 15 years Africa’s travel and 
hospitality sectors have quadrupled 
in size, and according to the World 
Tourism Organization, remains 
one of the world’s fastest-growing 
tourist destinations, second only to 
Southeast Asia. The sector’s growth 
presents enormous opportunities 
and represents 8.5% of the continent’s 
GDP and contributes to 6.7% of total 
employment.

The conference, hosted by ATA in 
partnership with South Africa Tourism, 
will focus on innovative business 
models, best practices, creative 
industries, and strategic partnerships 
growing the tourism sector. The 
Conference will bring together 
government leaders, international 
investors, industry stakeholders, and 
travel professionals from across the 
globe and recognise the countries 
and businesses leading the way 
insustainabletourism.  Programming 
throughout the conference has been 
designed to encourage discussions 
around tourism as a platform for 
resiliency, an engine for economic 
growth and job creation.

This year ATA has partnered with 

Jacobs Media Group ( JMG) through the 
Global Travel and Tourism Resilience 
Council.  The Resilience Council, 
formerly the ITCMS, is deeply engaged 
in providing thought leadership for 
the travel and tourism sector in every 
corner of the globe.  

JMG is honoured to join ATA in 
their annual travel and tourism trade 
initiatives taking place this year in 
Johannesburg.  

Aside from being a glorious travel 
destination, South Africa copes with 
challenges derived from societal issues, 
yet the country is always striving to find 
new ways to address and manage the 
unique concerns of both country and 
continent.  Taking place on the 24th, 
the day will focus on recovery and 
resilience initiatives, the critical nature 
of crisis communications and planning 
for, during and after a crisis to ensure 
resiliency in the travel and tourism 
sector.

The decision to host this year’s 
conference in South Africa was an 
easy one; South Africa’s infrastructure 
combined with magnificent scenic 
beauty, cultural diversity and 
reputation for delivering value-for-
money experiences, have made it one 
of the world’s fastest growing tourism 
destinations. 

According to the World Travel & 
Tourism Council’s (WTTC) 2018 annual 
review of economic impact, South 
Africa’s 1.5 million jobs and ZAR 425.8 
billion contribution to the economy 
was the largest of any African nation. 
South Africa is among the top 15 long-
haul business events destinations 
globally and is the premier business 
events destination in Africa.

ATA to host World Tourism 
Conference in July in SA

Namibia calls on Tanzania to make joint efforts to fight poverty

By Special Correspondent, Windhoek 

NAMIBIAN President, Hage Geingob has called on Tan-
zania to work with his country to improve the livelihood 
of the people of both countries.

 Speaking at a meeting with visiting President of Tan-
zania John Magufuli, Hage Geingob said that Namibia and 
Tanzania face the same developmental challenges such as 
poverty and unemployment.

“The onus is on us to redouble our efforts in working to-
wards a goal of eradicating poverty, sustainable develop-
ment and maintaining peace and stability. I am confident 
that our getting together will yield tangible results, as we 
seek to transform and grow our economies and deepen 
our bilateral cooperation,” Hage Geingob said.

The two countries will also discuss partnerships in ag-
riculture and tourism. “It is essential for our countries to 
share experiences in these vital sectors and to aim at rep-
licating the success stories in other sectors,” he said.

Geingob further encouraged the countries to build a 
partnership for growth and development, emphasizing 
on the key issues such as agro-processing, value-addition 
of minerals, manufacturing and logistics. He requested his 
Tanzanian counterpart, John Magufuli to organize a Joint 
Commission of Cooperation which was last held between 
the two countries in 1999.

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

POLICE in Arusha yesterday arrested 
two suspects allegedly in connection 
with transporting khat weighing 
140 kilogrames from Kenya  into the 
country against the country’s laws.

Arusha Regional Police Commander, 
Jonathan Shana told reporters here 
that the suspects were arrested when 
transporting the drug, which was 
loaded in eight jerrycanes.

He named them as Philipo Mungasi 
Lairumbe and Nguruma Nairishoo 
residents of Lengijave village Arumeru 
district in Arusha region.

He said the suspects were arrested 
on Tuesday at around 10 am at Sakina 

area in Arusha aboard motorcycles 
carrying jerry canes loaded with khat.

The RPC said police on patrol 
suspected the jerrycanes and stopped 
the suspects and on searching them 
only to realize that they were carrying 
Khat.

“They have now come up with new 
ways to transport the drugs in which 
they buy jerry canes and cut them open 
and then insert the drugs as if they are 
carrying water or liquid products to 

cheat law enforcers,” he said.
He added that upon interrogation  the 

suspects said they had been involved in 
the business of transporting the drug 
several times  on promise to receive 
80,000/- in cash for transporting it 
from Namanga to Arusha via porous 
routes.

The Regional police chief said the 
suspects will appear in court after 
investigations are complete and that 
efforts to bring on board the owners 

are underway.
In July last year, police arrested an 

ambulance driver after it emerged he 
was carrying a hefty load of the leafy 
narcotic khat.  

Khat is a red-stemmed, green-leafed 
plant that has a mildly amphetamine-
like effect when chewed.

In many parts of East Africa the 
chewing of khat is an often abused.  

Tanzania is one of the rare nations in 
the region in which it is banned.

Police arrest two suspects 
allegedly transporting khat

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

MINISTER for Defence and 
National Services, Dr Hussein 
Mwinyi has called on those who 
completed national service train-
ings and not employed in the se-
curity forces to seek self employ-
ment since they have gained life 
skills.

He said over 20,000 young peo-
ple complete  the training annu-
ally but the national forces cannot 
employ all of them, leaving many 
of the already trained young men 
and women jobless.

“After getting training on vari-
ous skills, among them life skills, 
those not employed by the nation-
al security forces should establish 
self employment activities rather 
than relying on the government 
for employment,” said the minis-
ter.

The minister made the remarks 
in response to a supplementary 
question by Special Seats MP, An-
gelina Malembeka (CCM) who had 
wanted to know when the govern-
ment would employ youths that 
completed nationals service train-
ings and not employed in  any of 
the forces in the country.

Earlier, in the basic question, 
the lawmaker had wanted to 
know the number of young men 

and women from Kaskazini A and 
Kaskazini B districts in Zanzibar  
wh had have been recruited to the 
national service since 2015.

“What is the distribution ra-
tio of youths joining the national 
services from every district in the 
country?” she posed.

Minister Mwinyi in response 
stated some 1000 youths were 
recruited in the past three years  
whereby 300 were recruited to 
the national service in 2015/16 
and 2016/17, 220 being men and 
80 women every year for the two 
years.

He noted that the number in-
creased to 400 in 2017/18 with 
men being 280 and 120 women, 
adding that in the 2019/20, Zanzi-
bar has been allocated 500 posi-
tions.

Mwinyi explained that the dis-
tribution of those joining national 
service on voluntary basis from 
every region in the country de-
pend on the population, educa-
tion and gender, among other cri-
teria set by the  head of National 
Service.

He also noted that the distri-
bution up to district levels  was 
coordinated by the regional au-
thorities after the National Service 
head had outlined the number 
youths in every region.

Youth urged to embrace 
self employment

Mpanda District 
Commissioner 
Lilian Matinga 
cuts a ribbon to 
officially launch 
upgraded Tigo 
site from 3G to 
4G in Mpanda 
yesterday. 
Looking on (R) 
is Tigo regional 
sales manager 
for south zone, 
Francis Ndada. 
Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE African solar PV market 
could grow to as much as 30 GW by 
2030, according to a new report on 
the potential of 10 key countries by 
the German Solar Association (BSW-
Solar) and the Becquerel Institute, in 
cooperation with Intersolar Europe.

The Solarize Africa Market Report 
points to an enormous amount of 
potential across the continent that 
has yet to be exploited, based on 
research focusing on South Africa, 
Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria, Ghana, Al-
geria, Ethiopia, Angola, Namibia and 
Tanzania. More than 1 GW of solar 
capacity was installed throughout 
Africa in 2018, according to statistics 
from both BSW-Solar and the Inter-
national Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA), bringing cumulative instal-
lations for the entire continent to 
slightly more than 5 GW by the end 
of 2018.

“The solar potential in Africa is 
large, as is Africa’s energy demand, 
and we are optimistic about many of 
the markets we analyzed,” says Da-
vid Wedepohl, managing director of 
BSW-Solar. “We estimate we would 
need about 2,000 TWh solar PV to 
fully decarbonize the energy con-
sumption on the continent by 2040.”

The report notes that total PV in-
stallations in Africa account for only 

about 1% of the world’s cumulative 
installed capacity. The researchers 
say that investment opportunities 
vary throughout the continent based 
on a range of factors, including polit-
ical stability, solar radiation and the 
receptiveness of different markets to 
foreign investors.

However, many countries will 
need to upgrade and expand aging 
and underdeveloped grid infrastruc-
ture in order to facilitate significant 
PV development, the researchers 
say.

“In only partially electrified coun-
tries, off-grid solar and storage pow-
er solutions can sometimes enable 
a lower-cost electrification than the 
expansion of electricity grids,” says 
Gaëtan Masson, managing director 
of the Becquerel Institute.

African nations could install 
30 GW by 2030: BSW-Solar

We estimate 
we would need 
about 2,000 
TWh solar PV to 
fully decarbon-
ize the energy 
consumption on 
the continent by 
2040



Wednesday 29 May 2019                                                  5

NEWS  

Global medical 
tourism market to 
reach at US$143,461 
million by 2025

Mussa Khamis Twalib a suspect allegedly kidnapped  Dar es Salaam prominent businessman 
Mohamed Dewji is under police escort before he appeared at Kisutu Resident Magistrate court 
yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

JERUSALEM

TWENTY years ago, a 
baby girl, Balkis, was taken 
to Israel to undergo critical 
surgery. Balkis had been 
born with a severe congeni-
tal heart defect, and in her 
native Zanzibar she could 
not receive the proper 
treatment.

However, only a couple 
of years before, in 1995, an 
Israeli non-profit organiza-
tion, Save a Child’s Heart, 
had been established pre-
cisely with the mission 
of providing high-quality 
medical care for children 
from developing countries

Balkis was therefore 
flown to Israel and hos-
pitalized at the Wolfson 
Medical center in Ho-
lon. After the surgery, she 
made a full recovery and 
returned to Zanzibar. But 
when her daughter Fatma, 
now one-year-old, was 
diagnosed with the same 
heart defect, once again 
the doctors in Zanzibar 
could not help and Save a 
Child’s Heart offered their 
assistance.

Fatma was the 5,000th 
patient who underwent 
a life-saving procedure at 
the hands of the organiza-
tion’s doctors, the NGO an-
nounced on Wednesday.

“I never thought I would 
make the journey from Af-
rica to Israel again,” Balkis 
said, according to a state-
ment released by Save a 
Child’s Heart. “I already 
owe my life to this incred-
ible NGO and now that they 
have saved my baby, I owe 
them my happiness as well. 
We are going back to Zanzi-
bar soon, but a piece of our 
hearts will always stay in 
Israel.”

Save a Child’s Heart has 
treated children from 59 
countries, including more 
than 2,500 Palestinian pa-
tients from the West Bank 
and Gaza. All patients are 
treated free of cost.

“There is nothing more 
gratifying than being part 
of saving a life,” Lior Sasson, 
the organization’s lead sur-

Save a child’s heart performs
its 5,000th life-saving surgery

By Guardian Reporter

The global medical tourism market was valued at $53,768 
million in 2017, and is estimated to reach at $143,461 million 
by 2025, registering a CAGR of 12.9% from 2018 to 2025.

Organised travel across international borders to avail 
medical treatment of some form, which may or may not be 
available in the travellers’ home country is defined as medi-
cal tourism. 

Medical tourists travel abroad for the maintenance, en-
hancement, or restoration of their health through affordable 
healthcare facilities & treatments available in other coun-
tries, which are comparatively expensive in their own coun-
try. Medical tourists travel to receive medical treatments 
such as dental treatment, neurological treatment, cardiovas-
cular treatment, and others.

The report segments the market into treatment type and 
region. Based on treatment type, the market is segmented 
into dental treatment, cosmetic treatment, cardiovascular 
treatment, orthopedic treatment, neurological treatment, 
cancer treatment, fertility treatment, and other treatments. 

Based on region, the medical tourism market is studied 
across North America (U.S., Canada, and Mexico), Europe 
(the UK, Germany, France, Italy, Spain, and rest of Europe), 
Asia-Pacific (India, China, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Thailand, South Korea, Taiwan, and, rest of Asia-Pacific), and 
LAMEA (Brazil, Venezuela, Costa Rica, UAE, South Africa, 
and rest of LAMEA).

The study provides an in-depth analysis of the market 
along with the current trends and future estimations to elu-
cidate the imminent investment pockets.

It offers a quantitative analysis from 2017 to 2025, which 
is expected to enable the stakeholders to capitalize on the 
prevailing market opportunities.

A comprehensive analysis of all the geographical regions is 
provided to determine the existing opportunities.

The profiles and growth strategies of the key players are 
thoroughly analyzed to understand the competitive outlook 
of the global market.

geon, said. “To be able to put 
aside politics and help a hu-
man being in need—a child 
is the miracle the doctors at 
Save a Child’s Heart perform 
every day.”

Patients are flown to Is-
rael accompanied by family 
members, and they remain 
at the Save a Child’s Heart 
children’s home for all the 
time needed for recovery. 

Currently, the house hosts 
more than 30 children from 
Tanzania, Ethiopia, Zambia, 
Kenya, Uganda, Iraq, Gaza 
and the West Bank.

In 2016, the organization 
made headlines all over the 
world after saving the life of 
an Afghani one-year-old af-
ter a relative of the baby, an 
English teacher, had turned 
to social media for help and 

had found it from a retired 
US State Department official 
living in Haifa.

In 2018 Save a Child’s 
Heart won the prestigious 
UN Population Award.

The organization is 
currently building an in-
ternational pediatric car-
diac center at the Wolfson 
Medical Center, where it is 
based. 

By Correspondent James Kandoya, 

Handeni

TANZANIA Education Network 
(TENMENT) has unveiled three 
strategies to improve the quality 
of education including increasing 
awareness to the community on the 
right of education.

Speaking at the Global Action 
Week for Education (GAWE) 2019 
commemorated at Chanika primary 
school grounds in Handeni District, 
representative of the TENMET 
Clement Maganga said others were 
the emphasis to the government to 
reconsider the less prioritized groups 
including disabled people.

GAWE is a flagship event for the Civil 
Society Education movement, and has 
been running successfully since 2003 
in the country.

This year, the  commemoration are 
organized by the organized by the 
(TENMENT) in collaboration with the 
Handeni District Council  and kicks 
off from May 27th to 31st with a theme 
“My Education My Right”,  noting 
that theme can have specific focus 
depending on Tanzania context where 
it has been contextualized to “Quality 
Education”.

He said the other strategy to ensure 
the availability of infrastructure 
including classrooms, equipments and 
training to the teachers.

Furthermore, to    emphasize and 
remind the government and non-actors 
work responsibly on matter related to 
education and implementation of the 
goal number 4 and 5 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals(SDGs).

“Tanga region was selected due to 
the fact that it has many public schools 
compared to any region in the country, 
in turn signified that a good number 
of students have access to education 
which perpetuates enforcement of 

education as the right,” he said.
For his part, Handeni District 

Commissioner Godwin Gondwe said 
his district had registered a remarkably 
success in the school performance 
that’s why it was marked to host the 
celebration.

He said in the year 2016 the 
performance for standard seven was 
62 percent while in the year 2017 
increased to 73 percent and in 2018 
was 81percent.

Gondwe added that in form four, 
the performance was 76.2 percent in 
2016 while in 2017 it increased up to 
78.1perecnt. 

“It is for these reasons, TEN/MET 
chose Handeni District as a control 
district in promoting rights to 
education to raise public awareness 
on claiming rights to education and a 
modeling district to others to ensure 
promotion of education as the rights,” 
he said.

Earlier, when launching the GAWE 
2019, the Tanga Regional Commissioner 
Martin Shigela reaffirmed the 
government commitment to continue 
improving the working condition of the 
teachers to improve the quality of the 
education in primary and secondary 
schools.

He said Tanzania, like other African 
countries was at a critical point in 
ensuring delivery of the Education 
2030 Agenda, adding that 2019 was an  
important year for education.

Citing his region, he said it receives 
almost 1.1bn/- every month, to improve 
the quality of education for its 
secondary’s and primary schools.

He directed the District Executive 
Directors (DED) to ensure that they 
create conducive environment that 
can attract teachers to work.

“The government will continue to 
improve working condition including 
building of classrooms, houses and 
upgrading them,” he said.

Network unveils strategies
to improve quality education

The study provides an in-depth analysis of 
the market along with the current trends 
and future estimations to elucidate the 
imminent investment pockets.
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By Guardian Reporter

THE newly appointed Executive 
Director of the Nile Basin Initiative 
(NBI) Prof Seifeldin Hamad Abdalla has 
vowed to fast-track the stalled political 
process between Nile Basin countries.

Prof Seifeldin, who took office 
effective April 8, this year also implored 
the need to re-engagement of Egypt 
and Eritrea to ensure the Nile Basin 
family in the first order and then move 
forward on the political process.

“I want to focus on the commitment 
of the countries to NBI and also find a 
way forward regarding the stalemate on 
the re-engagement of Egypt and attain 
full membership and the engagement 
of Eritrea.

 In order for citizens to reap the 
benefits of the technical track, the 
political track is very important in 
setting a solid foundation for the 
technical track. What we are doing 
on the technical track can only be 
translated as investment benefit on 
the ground for the Member States if we 
ensure that NBI is one Nile – one family 
– and moving together,” he said.

Prof. Seifeldin, fondly known as 
Prof. Seif, made major contributions 
to initiating and preparing agreements 
that have enhanced cooperation 
among the Nile (and IGAD) countries, 
preventing conflicts and/or reducing 
tension and hence improving the future 
economic and political collaboration 
between millions of people in the 
region.

 His greatest successes were “The 
Declaration of Principles on Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD)” 
between Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan, 
signed by the respective Heads of State 
in Khartoum on March 23, 2015.

Second is the “November 5, 2012, 
Addis Agreement” signed between 
the same three countries, which led to 
the unfreezing of Sudan activities and 
resumption of full participation in the 
Nile Basin Initiative. Third is the “IGAD 
Water Resources Policy of 2015” signed 
by the eight countries of IGAD, which 
paved the way for future cooperation 
and enhanced peace and security 
in the IGAD region; and last but not 
least, “Negotiating the Transboundary 
Arab Water Agreement”, among other 

initiatives. This is in addition to the 
preparation of policies, strategies and 
planning for the Nile and other water 
resources in The Sudan.

He joins the Secretariat during 
‘The Year of the Nile Basin’ declared 
so by the Nile Council of Ministers. 
His many years of experience in 
the water sector, coupled with his 
association with NBI as a member of 
the governance body, will no doubt 
contribute to achieving the objectives 
of the declaration under the motto: 
‘Putting Water at the heart of Regional 
Transformation.’

A man of many hats, Prof. Seifeldin, 
who attained higher education in 
Holland, Italy and a doctorate degree 
from Utah University, USA in 1997, has 
also taught and supervised many BSc, 
MSC, and PhD programmes at different 
universities and strategic academic 
institutions both within and outside 
The Sudan. This is in addition to 
authoring more than 100 publications 
about water resources.

He is a very active member in the NGO 
arena: Chair of The Sudan “International 
Hydrological Programme (IHP)”, and 
“Global Water Partnership (GWP)”, 
member of the Board of the Sudan 
Engineers Union, Sudan Engineering 
Council and Chair of the Arab Water 
Committee.

Prof Seifeldin who  will lead the NBI 
Secretariat for the next two years also 
received a number of Honour Awards, 
notable among them: Decoration 
Honour and Medal of El-Nilain (First 
Order), received in recognition of the 
great noble service and achievements 
for the country, by the President of 
the Republic in 2017; Distinguished 
Alumni Award of 2016 from UNESCO-
IHE Delft in recognition of outstanding 
and significant achievements in water 
development; Medal and Certificate for 
Honour and Excellence in Education 
(1996) provided by Utah State University 
and the Honour Society Phi Kappa Phi, 
USA.

Secretariat has welcomed a 
new Executive Director, Prof 
SeifeldinHamad Abdalla, 2019. He 
brings to the organisation decades of 
deep experience and proven record of 
success as an engineer, a manager and 
a researcher.

Iringa RC orders reassignment of
secondary teachers to primary schools
By Friday Simbaya, Iringa

IN an unprecedented move, Iringa 
Regional Commissioner Ally Hapi 
has ordered that secondary school 
teachers in overstaffed institutions in 
the region be reassigned to primary 
schools that are understaffed.

Speaking yesterday at the special full 
council meeting convened to address 
the recent report by the Controller 
and Auditor General (CAG) that raised 
several audit queries, the RC said the 
only way to address the imbalance is to 
reassign the excess secondary teachers 
to primary schools.

Hapi said there are more than 100 
teachers teaching art subjects in 
secondary schools in the region who 
should now be transferred to primary 
schools that are also in need of more 
than 100 teachers.

RC Hapi said that in primary schools 
there is a shortage of 105 teachers in 
various schools so he has asked for the 
education sector to quickly move more 
teachers from secondary schools and 
to be sent to primary schools where 
there is a deficit.

He instructed Iringa Municipal 
Council to start transferring the 
teachers to their new work stations 

with immediate effect. The order 
comes despite the fact that ordinary 
level secondary schools (form one to 
four) are holders of diploma while their 
primary counterparts hold certificates.

At the same time, the Iringa Regional 
Commissioner Ally Hapi commended 
the Iringa Municipal Council for 
obtaining a disqualified/clean auditing 
opinion of the Auditor General (CAG).

RC Hapi also congratulated the Iringa 
Municipal Council for implementing 
various well-managed projects that 
made them to obtain a clean CAG 
document, but also requested them to 
answer the various opinions raised by 

the Auditor General (CAG).
For his part, Iringa Municipal 

Council Mayor Alex Kimbe said that for 
consecutive three year obtaining clean 
audit report since 2015 to date through 
Public finance rules and regulations for 
the financial year.

 “The Chief Auditor-General in CAG 
has compiled a clean audit report for 
and use of Public Finance for Iringa 
Municipal Council, after conducting 
inspections and satisfied with the use 
of procedures, regulations and public 
finance principles for the financial year 
ending June 30, 2018, ”said the Mayor 
Kimbe.

NBI vows to drive stalled political 
process between riparian states

By Special Correspondent, Kampala

VIRTUAL University of Uganda 
(VUU), Sub-Saharan Africa’s first private 
online-only university and a vanguard 
in the technological revolution in 
university education, has kicked off 
a campaign to raise USD 1 million in 
scholarships and bursaries for masters 
and postgraduate students in Africa.

The backdrop of this initiative 
according to the university is the reality 
that many parents and self-sponsored 
students face when they attempt to 
attain education — the lack of adequate 
funds to meet their educational needs 
and tuition requirements, even for 
postgraduate students; the aspiring 
business and community leaders of 
tomorrow.

The campaign was launched by 
the night’s Guest of Honor, Dr Patrick 
Bitature, Member Board of Trustees of 
VUU, on 23rd May 2019 at the Square in 
Industrial Area in Kampala.

In his address, Dr Bitature thanked 
the founders of Virtual University of 
Uganda and the Management for the 
Elimu Scholarship Fund initiative and 
for bringing affordable and quality 
education in Africa which has created 
tremendous impact in the social 
transformation of students not only in 
Africa but across the world.

“I encourage you to associate 
with VUU so that you may create a 
difference, through consistency and 
commitment to the job at 100% and 
not in piecemeal,” Dr Bitature urged 
guests, adding that, “Wealth is nothing 
without purpose.”

“Giving must create an impact that 
lasts and causes positive fundamental 
change, in the short, medium and long-
term across different spheres of life,” 
he further explained.

The Elimu Scholarship Fund was 
started in early 2018 to offer masters and 
postgraduate education sponsorships 
to needy students that have a passion 
to learn, advance their careers and 
impact their communities. The fund 
has so far provided scholarships to 
over 76 students from across Africa.

Dr Ham-Mukasa Mulira, Chairman 
Council, VUU and former Minister of 
ICT and Senior Presidential Advisor on 
ICT thanked the University’s current 
partners and sponsors for the support 
rendered so far.

He reminded guests that those who 
receive a quality education may take 
that fact for granted, but there are 
millions of parents or students across 
Uganda and Africa that couldn’t afford 
a decent education.

“It is a sad reality and we have a 
responsibility to identify and indeed 
play a role in changing this state of 
affairs,” said Dr. Mulira adding that, 
“All of us here should be pleased to 
see that we can, indeed, play a role 
in shaping the future of our nation 
and continent especially because 
we are now well-positioned to make 
a difference in the lives of many 
students and the youth.

“We can do this through supporting 
education opportunities and impactful 
giving – thanks to the conducive 
learning environment we have today 
through virtual learning,” Dr Mulira 
remarked.

Speaking at the same event, the 
University’s Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Everd Maniple told guests that the 
University is aiming to raise USD 
1 million (approx. 3.8 billion) to 
help meet the educational needs of 
thousands of Africans.

“As Sub-Saharan Africa’s first online-
only university, we are cognizant 
of the fact that many postgraduate 
students are constrained by financial 
barriers that hinder their ambitious 
higher-learning education aspirations 
weakening the growth of competent 
professionals in the long run,” he said, 
adding, “That is why we established 
the Elimu Sponsorship Fund, to help 
address this challenge for higher-
learning education for students in 
Africa.”  He added that “The process of 
awarding scholarships, however, has 
shown that there are many students 
with great and genuine financial need. 
Unfortunately, the university on its 
own can only do so much.”

Virtual University targets USD 1 million 
for higher education scholarships

Head of communication and relations of Vodacom Tanzania PLC, Jacquiline Materu (L) talks with innovation winners of Hackathon sponsored by Vodacom Tanzania 
Foundation through the ‘Instant  Schools’ project during the Innovation Week held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The winners who were awarded laptops each are 
from (R) Essa Mohamedali, John Alfred and Kelvin Boya from University of Dar es Salaam. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

THE Commerce Ministry and Indian 
High Commissions and Embassies 
of eleven African countries arranged 
an interaction over Digital Video 
Conference (DVC) over two days, on 
3rd and 6th May 2019, with the Indian 
business community in Africa. 

The interactions with Indian 
Diaspora were held in Tanzania, 
Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, and Mauritius, 
Nigeria, Mozambique, Ghana, South 
Africa, Botswana, and Madagascar. 

This initiative was held in order to 
build an effective engagement with the 
Indian Diaspora in Africa in order to 
further deepen and strengthen India-
Africa trade ties.

The DVC was attended by over 
400 members of Indian business 

community in 11 African countries.
This initiative of the Commerce 

Ministry emphasizes the need for a 
multipronged strategy for further 
enhancing trade and investment 
ties between the two regions. 
Commerce Ministry recognizes that 
for formulating an effective export 
strategy it is imperative to engage the 
Indian business community in Africa 
for mutual gain for both sides as 
trade relations between the people of 
same origin instill greater confidence 
amongst trade partners.

The major issues highlighted by the 
Indian Business Community in these 
11 countries are improving the Line of 
Credit system and developing a facility 
for an affordable and competitive 
funding, setting up of Indian Banks/
financial institutions in Africa, 

enhanced buyers’ Credit facility for 
promotion of trade between the two 
regions, reviewing and liberalizing 
visa policies from both sides and the 
need for direct flights between the 
India and African countries. Others 
are exploring the possibility of rupee 
trade to address the issue of shortage of 
dollars in region, creation of common 
database of buyer-suppliers in the two 
regions for facilitating matchmaking 
for enhancement of bilateral trade, 
development of a robust trade dispute 
settlement mechanism, more frequent 
and structured country/sector specific 
trade exhibitions in Africa and 
establishment of country chapters of 
FICCI or CII in Africa

India’s total trade with the African 
region during 2017-18 was USD 62.69 
billion (8.15% of India’s total trade with 

the World). India’s share of exports to 
African countries as a percentage of 
India’s total exports to the world was 
of the order of 8.21% in 2017-18.  Africa 
region’s share in India’s total imports 
from the World accounted for 8.12% in 
2017-18.

African countries present immense 
opportunities for India with the 
world’s largest land mass, 54 countries, 
a population growing to be almost 
equivalent to that of India, huge mineral 
resources, oil wealth, a youthful 
population, falling poverty levels and 
increasing consumption patterns.

Thus, Africa has a huge demand for 
new business models for market entry, 
stable market access, entrepreneurship 
and investments in transport, telecom, 
tourism, financial services, real estate 
and construction.

Engaging Indian Diaspora in Africa to strengthen India-Africa trade ties

Kenyan High 
Commissioner 
to Tanzania, 
Dan Kazungu 
(R) looks 
keenly at 
the Second 
Counselor 
of the High 
Commissioner, 
Rose Mugo 
(C) during 
the biometric 
registration 
exercise in 
Dar es Salaam 
yesterday.
Photo: 
Guardian 
Correspondent
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Role of orphanages should uplift the
 socio-economic status of orphans 

H
ISTORICALLY, an 
orphanage was a 
residential institution, 
or group home, devoted 

to the care of orphans and other 
children who were separated from 
their biological families. Examples of 
what would cause a child to be placed 
in orphanages are when the biological 
parents were deceased, the biological 
family was abusive to the child, there 
was substance abuse or mental illness 
in the biological home that was 
detrimental to the child, or the parents 
had to leave to work elsewhere and 
were unable or unwilling to take the 
child. The role of legal responsibility for 
the support of children whose parent(s) 
have died or are otherwise unable to 
provide care differs internationally. 

Worldwide, residential institutions 
like orphanages can often be 
detrimental to the psychological 
development of affected children. 
In countries where orphanages are 
no longer in use, the long-term care 
of unwarded children by the state 
has been transitioned to a domestic 
environment, with an emphasis on 
replicating a family home. Many of these 
countries, such as the United States, 
utilize a system of monetary stipends 
paid to foster parents to incentivise 
and subsidise the care of state wards 
in private homes. A distinction must 
be made between foster care and 
adoption, as adoption would remove 
the child from the care of the state and 
transfer the legal responsibility for 
that child’s care to the adoptive parent 
completely and irrevocably, whereas in 
the case of foster care, the child would 
remain a ward of the state with the 
foster parent acting only as caregiver. 

Worldwide, residential institutions 
like orphanages can often be 
detrimental to the psychological 
development of affected children. 
In countries where orphanages are 
no longer in use, the long-term care 
of unwarded children by the state 
has been transitioned to a domestic 
environment, with an emphasis on 
replicating a family home. Many of these 

countries, such as the United States, 
utilize a system of monetary stipends 
paid to foster parents to incentivize 
and subsidize the care of state wards 
in private homes. A distinction must 
be made between foster care and 
adoption, as adoption would remove 
the child from the care of the state and 
transfer the legal responsibility for 
that child’s care to the adoptive parent 
completely and irrevocably, whereas in 
the case of foster care, the child would 
remain a ward of the state with the 
foster parent acting only as caregiver. 

Most children who live in orphanages 
are not orphans; four out of five 
children in orphanages have at least 
one living parent and most having 
some extended family. This neglects 
a population of children who need 
alternative care either due to abuse 
or parents who are unable to care for 
their child because of poverty, mental, 
or physical issues. 

A few large international charities 
continue to fund orphanages, but most 
are still commonly founded by smaller 
charities and religious groups.. 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has 
warned owners of orphanage centres 
to observe existing regulations in 
registering children and avoid using 
the underprivileged for personal gain.

The premier underscored the need 
for social welfare officers to be involved 
in the process of registering children so 
as to ensure that only those eligible for 
assistance are kept at the centres.

 Children staying at orphanage 
centres have similar rights with those 
staying with their parents. Separating 
them from their parents should not 
be a reason for them being raised 
in ways contrary to our traditional 
norms. Orphans deserve respect and 
protection against violence.

Tanzania has an estimated 24,067 
children staying at 140 orphanage 
centres operated by individuals and 
institutions. The premier said further 
that the government through the 
Ministry of Health has been facilitating 
various social services to children at 
orphanage centres.

By Victor Oladokun

A
S a 10 year-old boy 
newly arrived in Lagos, 
Nigeria from Liverpool, 
England, I recall having a 

conversation with myself. At the time, 
I instinctively understood that if I was 
to be able to function properly in the 
future, being able to proficiently speak 
my father’s language - Yoruba - was 
going to be inevitable. Trying hard to 
amend or rid myself of a half London 
and half Liverpool accent, I would 
listen intently to how the language 
was spoken around me and repeat 
what I heard, or what I thought I had 
heard, in my head. I was not always 
successful since what would come out 
of my mouth many times caused fits of 
laughter among friends. 

Yoruba is a tonal language. Some 
three-letter words pronounced 
wrongly or with the accent on the 
wrong syllable, can get you in a whole 
lot of trouble.

I am indebted to the Canadian Jesuit/
Catholic Boarding School I attended 
in Ondo - St. Joseph’s College. At the 
time, the boarding high school was 
well known for its academic rigor and 
discipline. But one thing in particular 
that I’ve come to really appreciate over 
the years, was the mandatory learning 
of the Yoruba language during the first 
two years of a five-year study. Also, 
while Mass was in Latin and English, 
the music had a generous sprinkling 
of uplifting Yoruba hymns backed by 
traditional drums. 

As I look back, I owe my love of 
the Yoruba language and indeed for 
Nigeria, to this linguistic and cultural 
exposure.

Which is one of the reasons why 
I never cease to be amazed many 
upwardly mobile and not-too-
upwardly mobile Nigerian and African 
elite, when it comes to transferring a 
knowledge of indigenous languages to 
their children. 

In the case of my fellow Yoruba, 
it is not unusual to be regaled with 
pride about how their children only 
speak English and not Yoruba. With 
an affected Yoruba-English accent 
denoting social class, this is how the 
laissez fair commentary goes - “Ehhh 
... so mo pe awon omo aiye isiyin, won 
o gbo Yoruba mo. Oyinbo nikan ni won 
gbo.”

The proud revelation and linguistic 
snobbery is typically followed up with 
a little logic as to why this is the case.

Indeed languages do become 
endangered for multiple reasons, 
including -

1.  Unprecedented urban mobility 
and migration, in which children grow 
up in places where the language is 
either not generally spoke or where it 
is no longer taught in the community.

2. Inter-ethnic marriages and 
relationships.

3. A tech-driven world that is 
dominated by less than a dozen global 
languages. Consequently, social media, 
TV and digital programs, children’s 
programs, computer games, mobile 
apps and news content do not favor 
indigenous languages.

4. Dislocation of populations due to 
military or political conflict.

5. Economic migration that ends 
up leaving the older and elderly 
speakers of a language behind in rural 
communities.  Since a language cannot 
live without children speakers, and as 
elderly rural speakers of the language 
die out, so too is it that languages 
cannot survive, and inevitably die.

This is the dilemma that has befallen 
the Yoruba language and countless 
African and indigenous languages 
globally.

Language is all-encompassing. It is 
not just a means of communicating. It 
is also a repository of values, customs, 
culture, and history. In short, it is the 
embodiment of who a people are. 

Therefore, the loss or extinction 
of a language is simply not simply an 
inability to speak in a way and manner 
that is generally understood. It is the 
loss of identity - linguistically, culturally, 

psychologically, and historically. 
According to ‘Atlas of Languages in 

Danger of Disappearing,’ published 
by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
and (UNESCO), today, there are an 
estimated 7,000 languages spoken 
worldwide. Half of the world’s total 
population speaks only eight of the 
most common. Also, more than 3,000 
languages are said to be spoken by 
fewer than 10,000 people each. 

So what can we do about it? Fold 
our arms? Bemoan our fate and the 
seemingly unstoppable collision with 
the train called ‘globalization’? Or do we 
take stock, recognize what is at stake, 
turn adversity into opportunity, and 
innovatively add value to a tremendous 
resource that we own?

1. For starters, our policy makers 
could go back to the drawing boards 
and, once again, make the instruction 
of indigenous languages compulsory 
from kindergarten through high 
school.

2. Family and community members 
could and should play collective roles 
as custodians of national languages. 
The only dilemma is that in the 21st 
century, many younger and older 
adults are linguistically challenged 
themselves, and as such are also in 
need of tutoring and learning. 

3. Growing up in Lagos, one of my 
most favorite TV programs was the 
live broadcast of the extemporaneous 
National High School Debates. I can 
still hear the opening music ringing in 

my ears. 
Fast forward to 2019, policy makers, 

content producers, advertisers, and 
the private and public sector, could 
team up to create regionally televised 
elementary and high school debates 
in indigenous languages. To motivate 
the younger generation, awards should 
include generous academic prizes and 
scholarships, regional and national 
mentions in full-page newspaper 
adverts, and include opportunities to 
meet with and be honored by leading 
public and private sector leaders.

4. Business and tech savvy 
entrepreneurs have an unprecedented 
opportunity to create indigenous 
language podcasts and apps with 
valuable and creative content. I for one 
would love to support the creation of 
an award for the best digital content 
in an indigenous African language, 
be it a children’s animation program, 
computer game, podcast, etc.

5. Finally, each one of us can daily 
brush up on our own language skills 
and do so with exceptional pride. For 
too long, we have bought into the trope 
that ‘local’ is bad or not ‘sexy’ at all. 

Every African language is a 
repository of oral history and collective 
values. Proficiency therefore provides 
speakers with an intuitive sense of who 
they are, where they have come from, 
who they potentially can be, and where 
they are going.

 
Dr Victor Oladokun is Director 

of Communication and External 
Relations, African Development Bank

Saving our languages is preserving our future

W
ORLD No Tobacco Day 
(WNTD) is observed 
around the world every 
year on 31 May. It is 

intended to encourage a 24-hour period 
of abstinence from all forms of tobacco 
consumption around the globe. The day 
is further intended to draw attention to 
the widespread prevalence of tobacco 
use and to negative health effects, 
which currently lead to more than 7 
million deaths each year worldwide, 
including 890,000 of which are the 
result of non-smokers being exposed 
to second-hand smoke.[1] The member 
states of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) created World No Tobacco 
Day in 1987. In the past twenty one 
years, the day has been met with both 
enthusiasm and resistance around the 
globe from governments, public health 
organizations, smokers, growers, and 
the tobacco industry. 

Historically, in America the tobacco 
industry has funded state initiatives 
that provide resources to help smokers 
quit smoking as per the Master 
Settlement Agreement regulated by the 
U.S. government. For example, Phillip 
Morris USA operates a website that acts 
as a guide for those who choose to quit 
smoking. 

World No Tobacco Days have not 
induced a positive vocal response from 
the tobacco industry. For example, 
a memo made publicly available 
through the Tobacco Archives 
website was sent out to executives 
of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
in preparation for the third annual 
World No Tobacco Day,[25] which had 
the theme of “Childhood and Youth 
Without Tobacco”. The memo includes 
a warning about the upcoming day, a 
document that explains the arguments 
they anticipate the WHO making, and 

an explanation of how the company 
should respond to these claims. For 
example, in response to the anticipated 
argument that their advertisements 
target children, the company’s 
response includes arguments that 
claim their advertisements are targeted 
towards adults by using adult models, 
and that advertisements lack the power 
to influence what people will actually 
purchase.

 In Uganda, since the World No 
Tobacco Day is the one day that the 
media is obligated to publicize tobacco 
control issues, the British American 
Tobacco company uses the eve of the 
day to administer counter-publicity. 
In 2001, their strategy included events 
such as a visit with the President of 
the International Tobacco Growers 
Association. 

Unlike the tobacco industry, some 
major pharmaceutical companies 
do publicly support WNTD. For 
example, Pfizer was a large sponsor 
for many WNTD events in the United 
Arab Emirates in 2008. At the time, 
Pfizer was preparing to release its 
drug Chantix (Varenicline) into the 
Middle Eastern market. The drug was 
“designed to activate the nicotinic 
receptor to reduce both the severity 
of the smoker’s craving and the 
withdrawal symptoms from nicotine.” 

Many tobacco growers feel that 
anti-tobacco efforts by organizations 
such as the WHO jeopardize their 
rights. For example, the International 
Tobacco Growers Association (ITGA) 
argues that poor farmers in Africa may 
suffer the consequences if WHO anti-
tobacco movements succeed. They 
also argue that these efforts may gang 
up on manufacturers of tobacco and 
be an attack on the industry, therefore 
hurting the growers. 

We should learn more about the
health effects of smoking tobacco  
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By Correspondent Gerald 
Kitabu

S
INGIDA district now 
stands a better chance 
to improve nutrition, 
gender and food secu-

rity than any other time follow-
ing a comprehensive capacity 
building project that has so far 
trained a good number of farm-
ers from 20 villages and recruit-
ed peer educators who are now 
playing a key role of  mentor 
farmers.

Through Singida Nutri-
tion and Agro-ecology Project 
(SNAP) the mentor farmers have 
worked hard to establish them-
selves in better agroecological 
methods and now have filled 
the gap of shortage of agro-ex-
tension officers by teaching the 
farmers and cultivating the next 
generation. 

They also carry out monthly 
home visits to teach their fellow 
farmers about healthy infant 
and young child feeding prac-
tices and gender. 

Speaking at the learning event 
on the project held in Singida 
district recently, Singida District 
Agricultural, Irrigation and Co-
operative Officer (DAICO) Abel 
Mngale said that the trained 
mentor farmers have helped 
much to empower fellow farm-
ers. 

“We have been implementing 
this project for a period of three 
years. In our district we have 
shortage of extension officers 
but through mentor farmers, we 
are now sure that we shall reach 
many villages that are not in the 
project.  I commend Action Aid 
Tanzania and partners  for this 
initiative of empowering our 
farmers, he said.

The last employment of exten-
sion officers was in 2012, since 
then there have never been new 
employment saying the mentor 

farmers will transmit the knowl-
edge to other 64 villages that are 
not in the project.

Explained how they were 
chosen, Mngale explained that 
the mentor farmers were cho-
sen by the farmers themselves, 
they were trusted and the farm-
ers are confident in them and 
are ready to listen and cooper-
ate with them.

The farmers have been taught 
on how to prepare proper nutri-
tious food without loss of some 
food nutrients. Through SNAP, 
the farmers have also been edu-
cated on the importance of pre-
paring nutritious food.

In fact there is a change of 
mindset among the farmers as 
many are now involved in agroe-
cology methods, mixed farming 
and intercropping . In the past 
forexample, the legumes were 
used as cash crops but through 
the project  have changed the 
farmers who are now growing 
and consuming the legumes for 
proteins.

Commenting on the project, 
the farmers commended efforts 
taken by SNAP through Action 
Aid Tanzania and partners say-
ing it had a significant impact on 
nutrition, gender and food secu-
rity in their respective areas.

According to Edward John 
from Maghojoa village, SNAP 
has addressed  nutrition and 
gender issues through trainings 
and exposure visit which was 
held in Malawi a couple of years 
ago. 

The participating households 
received assorted varieties of 
legume seed to plant up to a 
quarter-acre, choosing from a 
basket of legume options to suit 
their needs including pigeon-
pea, cowpea, groundnuts,  and 
soybeans.

“We have received several 
training in Singida, some of the 

achievements are to participate 
in Nanenane shows at Nzuguni 
grounds in Dodoma where we 
received the trophy after emerg-
ing the winners. 

Pili Shabani from Ntondo vil-
lage explained that many farm-
ers had no knowledge on agro-
ecology methods, nutrition and 
gender but after the interven-
tion, this knowledge has spread 
to many communities.

“Dietary diversity in many 
households and communities 
has improved especially among 
children, mothers and fathers. 
Many farmers are now confi-
dent of getting nutrition and 
ensuring food security due to 
introduction of intercropping 
system. The project has also 
addressed gender issues in the 
sense that male domination and 
women inferiority are gradually 
disappearing, she said.

“Women have been empow-
ered, they are now participating 
fully in meetings and decision 
making at household level and 
at the village level. They are 
now having access to land use 
and ownership. They now know 

By Special Correspondent

I
N the field of international 
development, there is a 
particular form of collabo-
ration whereby interna-

tional NGOs partner with local 
civil society organizations to 
give them funding and technical 
support. The idea behind it is 
that local organizations should 
be getting international donor 
support, but are unable to man-
age these funds themselves. In-
ternational partners are there-
fore drafted in to build local 
partners’ capacity.

In principle, there is great 
potential for this kind of ar-
rangement. But unfortunately, 
the current structures and 
systems through which these 
partnerships are conducted 
tend to benefit international 
NGOs while letting down local 
ones. How else could we explain 
how decades of these capacity-
strengthening projects have had 
little or no results?

Four problems
From counterproductive at-

titudes to the outright stealing 
of ideas, here are four particular 
challenges in the existing ways 
in which international NGOs 
partner with local ones in order 
to “help” them.

Firstly, many staff in INGOs 
have damaging negative at-
titudes towards their local 
partners and believe they are 
superior because they hold the 
funding. It is difficult to find 
partnerships between interna-
tional and local organizations 
that demonstrate the equal re-
spect that is warranted. Interna-
tional partners are always quick 
to take credit for the successes 
of their local partners, yet ready 
to put all the blame on those 
same partners when there are 
failures.

Secondly, INGOs frequently 
focus on donor compliance - i.e. 
conforming to all the relevant 

standards and policies - over ac-
tual impact. Compliance is im-
portant, of course, but not more 
important than the positive 
intended impact of the work in 
the first place.

If an international partner is 
receiving funding from a donor, 
which it then awards as a sub-
grant to a local organization, it 
should understand that some 
of the value it adds is on tak-
ing on some responsibility and 
mitigating risk. Otherwise, what 
is the role of the intermediary 
NGO? Why wouldn’t the donor 
directly fund the local civil so-
ciety organization? Yet I have 
seen INGOs make their partners 
go through levels of financial 
scrutiny such as monthly au-
dits that they wouldn’t be able 
to handle themselves. It often 
looks to me as if some interna-
tional staff impose burdensome 
requirements on local organiza-
tions in order to reinforce their 
own sense of value in the fund-
ing chain rather than to ensure a 
positive impact.

Thirdly, INGOs often presume 
that all their partners should 
look like them - i.e. follow a 
Western model or structure. 
But civil society organizations 
should look and sound differ-
ent! A social movement, youth 
association, union, women’s co-
operative or coalition won’t all 
look the same and may not be 
structured like a Western NGO, 
but that doesn’t devalue their 
impact. At its foundation, civil 
society is supposed to be a way 
of organizing people in society. 
This means that many groups 
aren’t and perhaps shouldn’t be 
formal organizations with the 
associated structures. Yet many 
INGOs continue to want to 
“NGOise civil society” without 
understanding the harm they 
are doing in the process.

Finally, the blunder that is 
perhaps most frustrating is 
when INGOs end up competing 
with their local counterparts. 

Instead of building up civil soci-
ety, they intrude on their space. 
I have witnessed INGOs shame-
lessly copy the ideas of local 
organizations and use their 
own considerable resources to 
duplicate and upstage others’ 
efforts. They usually miss the 
mark, however, because they 
lack the local connection and 
understanding.

Three remedies
The good news is that it is 

not difficult to start remedying 
some of these ills.

To begin with, 360-degree 
feedback surveys can allow 
both international and local 
partners to evaluate their re-
lationship and suggest ways 

their right like the right to vote and to 
be voted for, she said.   

Joseph Sengasenga from MVIWATA 
urged the farmers to embrace agro-
ecology methods for them to protect 
biodiversity and the environment say-
ing that will increase crop production 
especially at this time when the coun-
try and central zone in particular face 
the challenge of climate change.

He said agroecology has the poten-
tial to contribute to increased food 
diversity and nutrition for the family. 
Effective use of botanicals has the po-
tential of reducing production cost like 
the use of industrial chemicals for con-
trolling plant pests.

The representative from Cornell Uni-
versity, Prof. Rachel Bezner Kerr com-
mended the farmers for capacity build-
ing and for doing their own research 
urging them to transmit the knowledge 
to other farmers for greater impact.

 “We are happy that the farmers are 
linking agro ecological methods, nutri-
tion and gender issues. Alongside you 
have seen changing in intercropping, 
mixed farming, that will help to im-
prove the soil and biodiversity to con-
serve the environment,” she said.

She called for the government, Singi-
da district council and other stakehold-

ers to work together and support to 
scale up the achievements registered 
in the project to all the farmers in the 
country. 

The support could be helping the 
farmers to serve local and indigenous 
seeds to have much of biodiversity in 
their crops to be able to grow and eat 
but to be able to reuse for the next ag-
ricultural season.

Commenting on the project, a rep-
resentative from Nelson Mandela 
University Haikael Martin thanked 
the farmers and the district council 
for close cooperation and for work-
ing hard to realize the objective of the 
project. She said the cooperation has 
led to increased production, ensured 
food security, improved nutrition, 
gender and education on agroecology 
in the project areas.

“As Nelson Mandela University we 
are very happy for your participation 
and for the results and achievements 
recorded in the course of implement-
ing this project, she said.

The representative from Mcnight 
Foundation Prudence Kaijage said 
the McKnight Foundation is a philan-
thropic organization based in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, in the US. 

He said one of the areas where the 

philanthropic Foundation works is to 
support smallholder farmers in many 
countries so that they could improve 
production.

“They don’t want to see smallholder 
farmers have problems, and nowa-
days the foundation has realized that 
climate change and pollution are 
other challenges facing the world, so, 
they are also working to address these 
problems, he said.

“You have impressed us, we don’t 
want to make you dependency but 
we have chosen Singida as a centre of 
research for this zone, these activities 
will continue and we shall scale up the 
efforts and achievements registered 
by SNAP, he added.

Singida District Executive Director 
Rashid Mandoa explained that since 
2016, the district has benefited a lot 
from the project. The district is proud 
of the knowledge received in the 20 
villages. For us, the work is now sim-
ple, we promise that we shall make 
sure that this knowledge spreads in all 
84 villages in the district.  

“This was a collaborative project 
between the farmers, the district of-
ficials and donors, we have gained a 
lot of benefits from the three years’ 
project. We have benefited from food 
security at household level, nutrition 
and nutritious food preparation, in-
creased productivity, the use of local 
pesticides and education on agroecol-
ogy, he added.

The Executive Director promised to 
make use of the mentor farmers say-
ing the district will set aside the budg-
et to scale up the activities and results 
of the SNAP project. 

Livelihoods manager for Action Aid 
Tanzania, Elas Mtinda said that SNAP 
aimed at aimed at testing if participa-
tory, ecological peer farmer educa-
tion intervention can be effective in 
improving legume production, food 
security, and infant and young child 
feeding and it has proved to be effec-
tive.

He said SNAP has shown positive 
changes in agroecological practices, 
food security, dietary diversity and 
gender relations. The government and 
other actors should support the agro-
ecology farming.

SNAP project was implemented by 
Action Aid and partners namely Cor-
nell University, Nelson Mandela Uni-
versity, Singida District Council, Ilonga 
Agriculture Research centre under 
funding from McKnight Foundation.  

to improve. This can help check that 
INGOs’ policies are actually being im-
plemented and ensure their staff have 
positive supportive attitudes. Addition-
ally, holding regular dialogues between 
the partners can build understanding 
and help INGOs support their local 
partners in their journey to influence 
change. International donors also have 
a role to play. They should ensure they 
are working with INGOs that are fully 
implementing good policies and ap-
proaches to their local partnerships. 
Donors should have their own poli-
cies on supporting civil society such as 
Norad’s Support to Civil Society Guid-
ing Principles. There should also be an 
increased effort to support more local 
civil society organizations directly.

Finally, local organizations must try to 
stand firm to their mission and princi-

ples and avoid being confused by those 
allocating funding. It is important they 
move away from over-dependence on 
donor funding, which is not sustain-
able and can distort their identity over 
time. Local civil society organizations 
shouldn’t rush to share their ideas with 
INGOs unless they have a long-term part-
nership and good relationship based on 
mutual trust and respect. Their ideas 
and contextual knowledge are a big part 
of their value and they shouldn’t always 
give them away for free.

In recent years, we have seen a global 
awakening as citizens push back against 
the shrinking of civic space. Internation-
al donors and NGOs have attempted to 
empower these efforts with their sup-
port to local organizations, but there 
needs to be an urgent rethink from all 
three of these actors on how this im-
portant work is being conducted. Above 
are just a few suggestions for how we 
can work with genuine solidarity and 
correct some of the bad practices that 
are currently holding us all back from a 
more just and peaceful world.

Ed.’s Note: Michelle D’Arcy has spent 
over 15 years working for various INGOs 
in East Africa, largely in South Sudan 
focusing on strengthening and support-
ing the capacities of the local church 
and civil society actors. The article first 
appeared on African Arguments. The 
views 

  Meanwhile,  Bjørn Lomborg reports 
that Earlier this month, the UK parlia-
ment declared that the planet is fac-
ing a “climate emergency,” making the 
United Kingdom the first country to do 
so after cities like Los Angeles, London, 
Vancouver, and Basel. It’s a move that 
sums up all that is wrong with climate 
policy: politicians are making grandiose, 
fear-mongering declarations that are di-
vorced from economic reality, as well 
as from what will fix the problem they 
claim to be addressing.

Political rhetoric is cheap, but drastic 
cuts in carbon dioxide emissions remain 
prohibitively expensive and technologi-
cally challenging. After all, emissions 
cuts have been promised (and mostly 
not delivered) since the “Earth Summit” 
in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

Cutting CO2 emissions to net zero by 
2050 or much sooner is the ambitious 

goal being pushed by environmental 
protesters like Extinction Rebellion 
and endorsed by politicians around the 
world, including several US presidential 
candidates. These protesters and politi-
cians get a lot of attention, but their pro-
posals would incur far higher costs than 
almost any electorate is willing to pay.

Although opinion polls show that 
people care about climate change 
and want to spend a relatively modest 
amount to fix it, they want more spent 
on education, health, job opportunities, 
and social support. Most Americans, for 
example, are willing to pay up to USD 
200 per year to fight climate change; 
in China, the amount is about USD 30. 
Britons are unwilling to cut their driv-
ing, flying, and meat consumption sig-
nificantly in order to combat climate 
change. And although the German gov-
ernment prioritizes climate action so 
highly that it convened a “climate cabi-
net,” just one-third of Germans support 
a controversial proposed tax to reduce 
global warming.

The gulf between politicians and citi-
zens is most apparent in France. The 
government vowed to cut CO2 emis-
sions sharply by 2050 - but, embarrass-
ingly, this has turned into an empty 
promise, with almost no meaningful 
measures enacted under President 
Emmanuel Macron. That’s because the 
“Yellow Vest” protest movement took to 
the streets to push back against the gov-
ernment’s fuel price surcharges, which 
disproportionately hit car-dependent 
people in rural areas.

France is not alone in neglecting its 
lofty promises. Recent analysis shows 
that of the 185 countries that have rati-
fied the 2015 Paris climate agreement, 
just 17 - including Algeria and Samoa 
- are actually meeting their commit-
ments. Achieving net-zero emissions 
wouldn’t just cost a little more than 
people are willing to pay, but an order 
of magnitude more. The main economic 
models assessing the European Union’s 
plan to reduce emissions by “merely” 80 
percent by 2050, for example, estimate 
average annual costs of at least USD 1.4 
trillion. And Mexico’s relatively unam-
bitious pledge to cut its emissions by 
50 percent by 2050 will likely cost 7-15 
percent of GDP.

 Farmers being 
briefed on how 
Singida Nutrition 
and Agro-
ecology Project 
(SNAP) works 
at the exhibition 
which was part 
of the learning 
event about the 
project in Singida 
district recent-
ly. Photo by 
Correspondent  
Gerald Kitabu

There is great 
potential for 
international 
non-governmen-
tal organisations 
(INGOs) to sup-
port local civil 
society, but this 
is not being real-
ized 

 Why the government, other actors 
should support agro- ecology farming 

When international 
NGOs try to ‘help’ 
local ones and fail
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Does sending money to family members in 
Africa, create a culture of dependency?

doubling school enrolment. Chil-
dren from remittance families, es-
pecially girls, register higher school 
attendance, enrolment rates and ad-
ditional years in school.

remittances substantially reduce 
the probability of child labor partici-
pation.”

SDG 5
“Women migrant workers now 

comprise half of all remittance send-
ers: 100 million in total.

remittances transform the eco-
nomic role of women both on the 
sending side and receiving end 
through inancial independence and 
better employment opportunities.

While women remit approximate-
ly the same amount as men, women 
tend to send a higher proportion of 
their income regularly and consist-
ently, even though they generally 
earn less than men.”

SDG 6
“to create social capital and pool 

funds to address local needs, mi-
grants and/or their families often 
organize themselves into neighbor-
hood organizations in their com-
munities or through Hometown as-
sociations (Htas) abroad.”

SDG 7
“remittances have a positive im-

pact on family assets and overall 
quality of life when invested in hous-
ing, and they are more likely to be 
used for home improvements than 
for home purchases.

afordable solutions for poor 
households and their communities 
are already available, including ei-
cient cooking devices and clean en-
ergy solutions.

Local community projects may 
apply clean energy technologies, 
particularly relevant in remote rural 
areas lacking access to electricity.”

SDG 8
“as remittance families increase 

their purchase capacity and change 
their consumption patterns, they 
can do so by meeting individual 
needs and aspirations within the 
ecological limits of the planet.”

SDG 9
“Migration is increasingly be-

coming a consequence of climate 
change. remittances and diaspora 
investment play a crucial role in 
mitigating its negative impacts and 
helping cope with income shortages 
due to weather-related shocks.

remittances enable the adoption 
of more sustainable crops and non-
farm activities.

SDG 9
“Money held by remittance-receiv-

ing families and migrants’ savings 
in host countries improve inancial 
resources available to the general 
economy. this capital can be maxi-
mized when coupled with inancial

SDG 10
“reducing the cost of remittance 

transfers can substantially increase 
disposable income for remittance-
receiving families.

By reducing average costs to 3 per 
cent globally, remittance families 
would save an additional us$20 bil-
lion annually.

Conclusion
to end on a positive note, one of 

the key and most important roles 
of remittances, in my view, is their 
signiicant and powerful contri-
bution to ight positively against 
poverty. remittances are essential 
to the economic development es-
pecially, when part of these funds 
contributes, to support the building 
of human capital while allowing to 
pay expenditure for education and 
training for the young people of fam-
ily members. therefore, in certain 
countries, remittances can contrib-
ute to the accumulation of human 
capital, and then to the growth of 
total factor productivity of the local 
economy (Chami and alii, 2008).

Moreover, when these funds are 
deposited in inancial institutions 
whether local or intentional in terms 
of savings, this will imply a signii-
cant increase and raise the inancial 
resources of inancial institutions. 
Hence, it will encourage institutions 
to expand their performance by 
granting more credits to companies 
in their markets for short or long 
term loans. Importantly, when the 
family members of diaspora african 
encountered diiculties of credit 
rationing, the remittances enable 
them to get out of these diiculties 
and can inance their needs for con-
sumption or their capital expendi-
tures.

there is a need for Liberian writ-
ers to conduct research to help the 
public, have substantial literature 
and data indicating that remittances 
are often spent on essential con-
sumption, investment in physical 
and human capital, and expendi-
tures that improve welfare and pro-
ductivity, including health, educa-
tion, information and technology.

remittances thus far, according 
to research, create a culture of de-
pendency in the receiving country, 
lowering labor force participation, 
promoting conspicuous consump-
tion, and slowing economic growth. 
the Liberian Government needs 
to set up program that will develop 
strategies on how to understand the 
impact of remittances and to be able 
to formulate speciic policy meas-
ures that will enable the nation to 
get the greatest beneit from these 
monetary inlows. remittances in 
themselves, should serve as a tem-
porary accommodation and not a 
permanent solution to family mem-
bers inancial problems.

 africa is the world’s second larg-
est and second most-populous con-

By Edmund Zar-Zar Bargblor

r
eMIttanCe’ is per-
ceived as  funding that 
is sent or transferred 
to another party usu-

ally abroad. remittances can 
be sent to another country via 
a wire transfer, mail, draft, or 
check. remittances can be used 
for any type of payment such as 
an invoice, but it’s typically used 
to pay family members back in a 
person’s home country. 

Very often remittances create 
a culture of dependency, where 
family members who receive 
remittances are not really in-
terested in working. their ba-
sic needs are covered and they 
do not need to look for work. 
this is a phenomenon that is 
extremely painful for most afri-
cans in the diaspora.

another phenomenon that 
has been observed in some 
places is that remittances in-
crease local market prices and 
exchange rates in the country 
receiving the remittances. this 
is a huge disadvantage for locals 
that do not beneit from remit-
tances.

In Liberia, and perhaps other 
african countries, remittances 
are spent mostly on consump-
tion rather than investment, 
on ceremonies and luxuries 
rather than essentials. foster-
ing agricultural activities are 
often ignored. Liberia, with her 
rich farming soil, most often 
the soil is not fully utilized. It is 
even sad, family members from 
the diaspora go through nega-
tive experiences whenever they 
visit Liberia.

Most often upon their arrival 
into Monrovia, they will be re-
sponsible to buy food items, 
such as rice, pepper, greens, 
palm oil, water, etc. How can a 
“stranger” provide food for the 
“host relatives”? this is against 
the practices of our forefathers.

In the interior counties, the 
situation is even worst. the 
interior areas in Liberia have 
rich soil for agricultural pur-
poses. However, due to some 
unknown reasons, our people 
are not pursuing this endeavor. 
every weekday there are lines 
upon lines of people at Western 
unions or Money Gram centers, 
waiting for handouts from rela-
tives in the diaspora.

those of us in the diaspora 
need to encourage our people 
to go into farming or engaging 
vocational skills, instead of sit-
ting around doing nothing. this 
is not in the best interest of our 
individual economic progress. 
the Liberian Government, irre-
spective of who is the president, 
doesn’t have the resources to 
employ every citizen.

Government, nevertheless, 
has the responsibility to pro-
vide the basic services for its 
population - meaning, setting 
up vocational training centers, 
the building of farms to market 
roads, connecting towns and 
villages through assessable road 
networks, etc. to improve agri-
cultural activities, villages and 
towns in the interiors of Liberia 
need to be connected. Perhaps 
the superintendents in the vari-
ous counties need to foster and 
enhance agricultural activities.

the World Bank’s report of 
2012, relevant to global remit-
tances, pointed out that Libe-
rians in the Diaspora out-beat 
per GDP other africans living 
abroad by “remitting $378 mil-
lion in 2012, an increase of $18 
million from 2011 remittance of 
$360 million, a more than 31% of 
global remittances and third of 
Liberia’s GDP in 2012” (the new 
dispensation, 6 february 2013).

the ‘usD explorer’ also, pro-
vided its statistical information 
relevant to the remittances re-
ceived by Liberia during the pe-
riod of 2011 through 2015. Libe-
ria accordingly, received $360 
million in 2011, $516 million in 
2012, $383 million in 2013, $495 
million in 2014, and $693 mil-

lion in 2015 as remittances from 
other countries.

these statistics demonstrate 
and show that Liberia, as a na-
tion, has beneited economi-
cally from its nationals in the 
diaspora.

some strategies put in place 
by the united nations

In 2015, the united nations 
issued a call to action to eradi-
cate global poverty, reduce eco-
nomic inequality and place the 
world on a more sustainable 
pathway: the 2030 agenda for 
sustainable Development.

this comprehensive under-
taking airms the need to reach 
17 speciic sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (sDGs) and propos-
es several ways to mobilize the 
additional resources required 
to realize this ambitious - but 
achievable - agenda; of these, 
sDG 10 speciically refers to safe 
migration.

the united nations have out-
lined some of the sustainable 
Development Goals (sDGs) and 
proposes several ways to mobi-
lize the additional resources.

SDG 1
“remittances represent up to 

60 per cent of recipients’ fami-
lies on average and typically 
more than double a family’s dis-
posable income and help deal 
with uncertainty, allowing them 
to build assets.”

SDG 2
“In rural communities, half of 

remittances are spent on agri-
culture-related expenses.

additional income increases 
receiving households’ demand 
for food, which increases do-
mestic food production and 
improves nutrition, particularly 
among children and the elderly.

Investment of migrants’ in-
come in agricultural activities 
creates employment opportuni-
ties.”

SDG 3
“remittances invested in 

health care - access to medicine, 
preventive care and health in-
surance products - improve the 
health and well-being of recipi-
ent families.

Infants born into remittance 
families have a higher birth-
weight and are less likely to die 
during their irst year.”

SDG 4
“One of the main reasons mi-

grants send money home is to 
ensure access to better educa-
tion for their children.

remittance-receiving house-
holds have demonstrably bet-
ter educational participation 
than non-recipients, and invest 
about one tenth of their income 
educating their children.

remittances lead to almost 

tinent, being behind asia in both 
categories. at about 30.3 million 
km2 (11.7 million square miles) in-
cluding adjacent islands, it covers 
6 per cent of earth’s total surface 
area and 20 per cent of its land 
area. With 1.2 billion people as of 
2016, it accounts for about 16 per 
cent of the world’s human popula-
tion. the continent is surrounded 
by the Mediterranean sea to the 
north, the Isthmus of suez and 
the red sea to the northeast, the 
Indian Ocean to the southeast and 
the atlantic Ocean to the west. the 
continent includes Madagascar and 
various archipelagos. It contains 54 
fully recognised sovereign states 
(countries), nine territories and 
two de facto independent states 
with limited or no recognition. the 
majority of the continent and its 
countries are in the northern Hem-
isphere, with a substantial portion 
and number of countries in the 
southern Hemisphere. 

africa’s average population is 
the youngest amongst all the conti-
nents; the median age in 2012 was 
19.7, when the worldwide median 
age was 30.4. algeria is africa’s larg-
est country by area, and nigeria is 
its largest by population. africa, 
particularly central eastern africa, 
is widely accepted as the place of 
origin of humans and the Homini-
dae clade (great apes), as evidenced 
by the discovery of the earliest 
hominids and their ancestors as 
well as later ones that have been 
dated to around 7 million years ago, 
including sahelanthropus tchaden-
sis, australopithecus africanus, a. 
afarensis, Homo erectus, H. habilis 
and H. ergaster—the earliest Homo 
sapiens (modern human), found 
in ethiopia, date to circa 200,000 
years ago. africa straddles the 
equator and encompasses numer-
ous climate areas; it is the only con-
tinent to stretch from the northern 
temperate to southern temperate 
zones. 

africa hosts a large diversity of 
ethnicities, cultures and languages. 
In the late 19th century, european 
countries colonised almost all of 
africa; most present states in af-
rica originated from a process of 
decolonisation in the 20th century. 
african nations cooperate through 
the establishment of the african 
union, which is headquartered in 
addis ababa. 

Etymology
afri was a Latin name used to 

refer to the inhabitants of then-
known northern africa to the west 
of the nile river, and in its widest 
sense referred to all lands south of 
the Mediterranean (ancient Libya). 
this name seems to have originally 
referred to a native Libyan tribe, 
an ancestor of modern Berbers. 
the name had usually been con-
nected with the Phoenician word 
�afar meaning “dust”,but a 1981 hy-
pothesis[ has asserted that it stems 
from the Berber word ifri (plural 
ifran) meaning “cave”, in reference 
to cave dwellers.  the same word 
may be found in the name of the 
Banu Ifran from algeria and trip-
olitania, a Berber tribe originally 
from Yafran (also known as Ifrane) 
in northwestern Libya. 

under roman rule, Carthage be-
came the capital of the province it 
then named africa Proconsularis, 
following its defeat of the Carthag-
inians in the third Punic War in 146 
BC, which also included the coastal 
part of modern Libya. the Latin 
suix -ica can sometimes be used to 
denote a land (e.g., in Celtica from 
Celtae, as used by Julius Caesar). 

the later Muslim region of Ifri-
qiya, following its conquest of the 
Byzantine (eastern roman) em-
pire’s exarchatus africae, also pre-
served a form of the name. 

according to the romans, africa 
lay to the west of egypt, while “asia” 
was used to refer to anatolia and 
lands to the east. 

a deinite line was drawn be-
tween the two continents by the 
geographer Ptolemy (85–165 aD), 
indicating alexandria along the 
Prime Meridian and making the 
isthmus of suez and the red sea the 
boundary between asia and africa. 

as europeans came to understand 
the real extent of the continent, the 
idea of “africa” expanded with their 
knowledge. 

Other etymological hypotheses 
have been postulated for the an-
cient name “africa”: 

•	 The	 1st-century	 Jewish	
historian flavius Josephus (ant. 
1.15) asserted that it was named 
for epher, grandson of abraham 
according to Gen. 25:4, whose de-
scendants, he claimed, had invaded 
Libya.

•	 Isidore	 of	 Seville	 in	 his	
7th-century etymologiae XIV.5.2. 
suggests “africa comes from the 
Latin aprica, meaning “sunny”.

•	 Massey,	in	1881,	stated	that	
africa is derived from the egyptian 
af-rui-ka, meaning “to turn toward 
the opening of the Ka.” the Ka is 
the energetic double of every per-
son and the “opening of the Ka” re-
fers to a womb or birthplace. africa 
would be, for the egyptians, “the 
birthplace.”[ 

•	 Michèle	Fruyt	in	1976	pro-
posed linking the Latin word with 
africus “south wind”, which would 
be of umbrian origin and mean 
originally “rainy wind”.

•	 Robert	 R.	 Stieglitz	 of	 Rut-
gers university in 1984 proposed: 
“the name africa, derived from the 
Latin aphir-ic-a, is cognate to He-
brew Ophir.” 

•	 Ibn	 Khallikan	 and	 some	
other historians claim that the 
name of africa came from a Him-
yarite king called afrikin ibn Kais 
ibn saii also called “afrikus son of 
abrahah” who subdued Ifriqiya. 

•	 Prehistory

•	 Africa	 is	 considered	 by	
most paleoanthropologists to be 
the oldest inhabited territory on 
earth, with the human species orig-
inating from the continent. During 
the mid-20th century, anthropolo-
gists discovered many fossils and 
evidence of human occupation 
perhaps as early as 7 million years 
ago (BP=before present). fossil re-
mains of several species of early 
apelike humans thought to have 
evolved into modern man, such as 
australopithecus afarensis (radio-
metrically dated to approximately 
3.9–3.0 million years BP, Paranthro-
pus boisei (c. 2.3–1.4  million years 
BP) and Homo ergaster (c. 1.9 mil-
lion–600,000 years BP) have been 
discovered. 

•	 After	 the	 evolution	 of	
Homo sapiens sapiens approxi-
mately 150,000 to 100,000 years 
BP in africa, the continent was 
mainly populated by groups of 
hunter-gatherers. these irst mod-
ern humans left africa and popu-
lated the rest of the globe during 
the Out of africa II migration dated 
to approximately 50,000 years BP, 
exiting the continent either across 
Bab-el-Mandeb over the red sea, 
the strait of Gibraltar in Morocco, 
or the Isthmus of suez in egypt. 

•	 Other	migrations	of	mod-
ern humans within the african con-
tinent have been dated to that time, 
with evidence of early human set-
tlement found in southern africa, 
southeast africa, north africa, and 
the sahara. 

•	 The	size	of	the	Sahara	has	
historically been extremely varia-
ble, with its area rapidly luctuating 
and at times disappearing depend-
ing on global climatic conditions. at 
the end of the Ice ages, estimated to 
have been around 10,500 BC, the 
sahara had again become a green 
fertile valley, and its african popu-
lations returned from the interior 
and coastal highlands in sub-saha-
ran africa, with rock art paintings 
depicting a fertile sahara and large 
populations discovered in tassili 
n’ajjer dating back perhaps 10 mil-
lennia. However, the warming and 
drying climate meant that by 5000 
BC, the sahara region was becom-
ing increasingly dry and hostile. 
around 3500 BC, due to a tilt in 
the earth’s orbit, the sahara experi-
enced a period of rapid desertiica-
tion. the population trekked out of 
the sahara region towards the nile 
Valley below the second Cataract 
where they made permanent or 
semi-permanent settlements. 
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WHO recognises ‘burn-out’ as medical condition
GEVEVA

THE World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has for the first time 
recognised “burn-out” in its In-
ternational Classification of Dis-
eases (ICD), which is widely used 
as a benchmark for diagnosis and 
health insurers.

The decision, reached during 
the World Health Assembly in Ge-
neva, which wraps up on Tuesday, 
could help put to rest decades of 
debate among experts over how 
to define burn-out, and whether 
it should be considered a medi-
cal condition. In the latest update 
of its catalogue of diseases and 

injuries around the world, WHO 
defines burn-out as “a syndrome 
conceptualized as resulting from 
chronic workplace stress that has 
not been successfully managed.”

It said the syndrome was char-
acterized by three dimensions: “1) 
feelings of energy depletion or ex-
haustion; 2) increased mental dis-

tance from one’s job, or feelings of 
negativism or cynicism related to 
one’s job; and 3) reduced profes-
sional efficacy.” “Burn-out refers 
specifically to phenomena in the 
occupational context and should 
not be applied to describe expe-
riences in other areas of life,” ac-
cording to the classification.

The updated ICD list, dubbed 
ICD-11, was drafted last year fol-
lowing recommendations from 
health experts around the world, 
and was approved on Saturday.

“This is the first time” burnout 
has been included in the classi-
fication, WHO spokesman Tarik 
Jasarevic told reporters.

The ICD-11, which is to take ef-
fect in January 2022, contains 
several other additions, includ-
ing classification of “compulsive 
sexual behaviour” as a mental 
disorder, although it stops short 
of lumping the condition together 
with addictive behaviours.

It does however for the first 

time recognize video gaming as 
an addiction, listing it alongside 
gambling and drugs like cocaine.

The updated list removes 
transgenderism from its list of 
mental disorders meanwhile, list-
ing it instead under the chapter 
on “conditions related to sexual 
health.”

By Ishan Kukreti

PRAKASH Kashwan is an associate pro-
fessor in the Political Science department 
at the University of Connecticut, United 
States. 

His research, scholarship, and teaching 
focuses on climate justice, global climate 
governance, international and environ-
mental policy and politics, and political 
economy of development. He speaks to 
Ishan Kukreti on his work, Democracy in 
the Woods: Environmental Conservation 
and Social Justice in India, Tanzania, and 
Mexico. Excerpts:

How did the idea of Democracy in the 
Woods take shape? Why compare three 
countries that are so different from one 
another?

This book has its roots in my doctoral 
research that analysed the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA); specifically, the policy debates 
and implementation challenges about the 
relationship between community forest 
rights and household land rights. This was 
an extremely exciting project that allowed 
me to bring together disparate theories.

However, in developing the dissertation 
into a book in the year 2012, I wanted to 
focus on bigger questions of how the inter-
national and national political economy 
processes and structures shape the rela-
tionship between environmental conser-
vation and social justice.

The questions of forestland contesta-
tions are highly salient in India, Tanzania, 
and Mexico, though each of them differ 
significantly in the large political econom-
ic factors that shape the political and poli-
cy processes that are central to the book’s 
argument.  

Could you summarise the book’s 
main argument for our readers?

The main argument is that the relation-
ship between conservation and social jus-
tice, which also intimately mirrors the re-
lationship between the environment and 
development, is contingent on how social 
groups with competing interests in the en-
vironment are represented in the political 

and policy process.
Through a systematic comparative 

analysis, Democracy in the Woods shows 
that political and policy processes in these 
three countries more or less inclusive, be-
cause of the following factors:

The balance of political and economic 
power that different social groups enjoy

The types of political imperatives that 
policymakers encounter

The ways in which the state functions at 
national and subnational levels.

My analysis of the Mexican case and 
the specific instances of success in In-
dia, specifically in the first decade of the 
twenty-first century, show that the radical 
potential of socially just environmental 
conservation efforts takes root in the in-
terstices of mass politics and formal insti-
tutional politics.

An important goal of the book is to 
bridge the longstanding chasm between 
policy scholars who think of policymaking 
as a techno-managerial process and sev-
eral types of ‘critical scholarships’, which 
emphasise the social and cultural aspects 
of nature-society interface.

While recognising that each of those as-
pects matters, Democracy in the Woods 
develops a framework to investigate the 
ways in which political and policy pro-
cesses determine whether and how myr-
iad contestations over the environment 

‘Indigenous people have been effective 

 stewards of biodiversity globally’

By Correspondent Kenneth Simbaya

GENDER inequality is a major 
obstacle to socio-economic and 
political development of people.  

Many studies have shown that 
gender inequality is one of the 
underlying causes of low pro-
ductivity as it does, among other 
things, hamper the participation 
of at least half of the country’s 
population.

The reality of women and girls 
in Tanzania is that they remain 
vulnerable, marginalized group 
that is yet to enjoy equality in sta-
tus and access to services and re-
sources with male counterparts. 
Women are found at the bottom 
rung of poverty, of illiteracy, of 
landlessness, and are concentrat-
ed in rural areas where services 
and facilities are scarce. 

TGNP’s five-year project 
(2019-2023) Women’s Voice and 
Leadership-Tanzania, Shule Di-
rect’s Ndoto Hub and Women 
Fund Tanzania’s PAMOJA Wom-
en’s Voice and Leadership all 
launched at the Pre Event, are 
projects which are expected to 
play a key role in challenging the 
status quo so as to achieve gen-
der equality as earlier demanded 
by Rusimbi. Thanks to Global 
Affair Canada’s support for this 
partnership for girls and women, 
this investment will surely power 
progress for all. When women 
win everyone wins.

According to Mary Rusimbi, Ex-
ecutive Director and Co-Founder 
of Women Fund Tanzania (WFT), 
to achieve gender equality we 

need to challenge the status quo 
and traditions that discriminate 
against women and girls. 

She said, even though there 
is no quick and easy solution to 
eliminating barriers to gender 
equality, however there is a strat-
egy that has proven to be very 
effective and that is gender main-
streaming.

Rusimbi said that gender main-
streaming is about integrating 
gender equality perspectives 
into all areas of policies and strat-
egies.

“Gender mainstreaming will, 
ensure that women and girls, 
including those most marginal-
ized, are able to participate fully 
in public life, are free from vio-
lence, and have equal access to 
education, economic opportu-
nity, and health care, something 
which will release the brake to 
economic prosperity, as well as 
political stability and security,”  
Rusimbi said, adding:

 “Equal distribution of power 
and influence, will enable men 
and women to have the same 
rights and opportunities to par-
ticipate and benefit from Tanza-
nia’s industrialization vision.”

The good news is that Tanza-
nia has realized that, investing in 
gender equality and specifically 
in women and girls is one of the 
smartest investment, hence the 
government has come up with 
The National Strategy for Gender 
Development (NSGD).

The NSGD is a step forward 
among other things towards 
laying foundation in promoting 

gender equality and equity in the 
country.  It is one of the efforts 
in implementing the Platform 
for Action and the Fourth World 
Conference on Women (Beijing 
Conference).

Elimination of tax on sanitary 
towels, and abolition of school 
fees from primary to secondary 
school, is a powerful testimony 
that the government is commit-
ted to addressing barriers to girls 
empowerment, because only 
girls menstruate.

Some of the girls during men-
struation period don’t go to 
school due to various reason in-
cluding lack of proper hygienic 
environment like availability of 
water, rooms for changing their 
towers and disposing them, 
leave alone not being able to 
buy the towels due to high price. 
They miss between 4-5 days per 
month.

According to a Netherlands 
Development Organization SNV 
and HakiElimu (using Basic Ed-
ucation Statistics in Tanzania-
BEST 2015 data), about 700,000-

750,000 standard six and seven 
girls miss between 40-50 learn-
ing sessions out of the 290 
schooling days per year, while 
their counterparts boys continue 
with lessons.   

Abolition of taxes on sanitary 
towers means that the price will 
go down, and girls will be able 
to attend classes on equal foot-
ing as their counterparts boys. 
On school fees this speaks vol-
umes, most families particularly 
the poor in rural areas as well as 
the urban poor, before abolition 
of schools had tough choices be-
tween sending a boy child or a 
girl child to school. As usual girls 
were in most cases the victims.   

 “We cannot attain our ambi-
tion of being an industrial mid-in-
come country nor can Tanzania 
realize its goal of transforming 
human lives as stated in its Na-
tional Development Vision 2025 
when women who are more than 
half of the total population are 
left behind. It is in view of that, 
the Five Year Development Plan 
II has prioritized women eco-

nomic empowerment for the 
purpose of realizing inclusive 
growth and sustainable devel-
opment,” said Julius Mbilinyi, 
Director of the Gender Division 
at The Ministry of Health Com-
munity Development Gender, El-
derly and Children (MoHCDGEC) 
when officiating the opening ses-
sion of the Pre Event. 

It was inspiring to hear from 
Mbilinyi that, the government in 
collaboration with private sec-
tor, civil society organizations 
and development partners have 
developed the second Financial 
Inclusion Framework which 
takes into account gender issues 
including formation of the Na-
tional Financial Inclusion Wom-
en Affairs Committee, a commit-
tee which according to Mbilinyi 
will facilitate identification of the 
gender gaps and design interven-
tions and their implementation 
for bridging the gender gaps in 
realm of access to financial ser-
vices. Women are more affected 
by this gap (access to financial 
resources) than men.

The government according 
to Mbilinyi, has amended the 
Local Government Financial 
Act in 2018, with the intent of 
strengthen women, youth and 
people with disability access to 
soft loans, the government has 
now made the contribution of 10 
percent of the LGA’s own source 
revenue legal and has waved in-
terest on loans provided under 
this scheme. Before making it 
legal, it was at the discretion of 
LGAs to earmark the funds or not 

but now it is legally binding LGAs 
to earmark the funds. 

According to Lilian Liundi 
TGNP Executive Director, TGNP’s 
Women’s Voice and Leadership-
Tanzania, project will support 
women’s growth socially, politi-
cally so as to continue bringing 
positive changes in the country.

“The project plans to nurture 
greater women’s leadership 
capacities and participation 
through enhanced leadership 
capacity, technical skills, and 
knowledge regarding docu-
mentation, political educa-
tion, analysis and strategizing 
among women’s rights activists 
and their organizations. It also 
seeks to increase the quality of 
women leaders through capacity 
strengthening, mentorship and 
support, and building capacity 
of individuals and organizations 
to work on Gender Based Vio-
lence,” Liundi said.

Ndoto Hub project will tar-
gets young women between the 
ages of 19 – 30 years’ old who 
seek to improve their economic 
and social welfare. Most of these 
women, according to Tulinagwe 
Mwampanga Shule Direct Man-
ager, make over 65% of the in-
formal sector in Tanzania. Their 
activities since they are unregis-
tered and most are home based, 
are often hard to organize, sup-
port and grow, unless driven with 
a bottom - up approach through 
networks and highly contextual 
support programs. 

At Ndoto Hub, Tulinagwe fur-
ther said, they run 10 weeks 

themed cohorts covering a range 
of themes including Agribusi-
ness, Climate Change and Recy-
cling, Renewable Energy, Food 
Processing, Manufacturing, Life-
style, ICT and Media.

The five-year project PAMOJA 
Women’s Voice and Leadership 
by WFT, according to Carlo Man-
go, WFT Head of Programs, aims 
at support women’s rights or-
ganizations (WROs) in Tanzania 
by supporting them to improve 
their collaboration and collec-
tive social action, enhance their 
performance through enhanced 
programming and to strengthen 
their viability to advance gender 
equality and promote women’s 
and girls’ rights.

“This is borne by the fact that 
strong WROs are a prerequisite 
for a strong and vibrant wom-
en’s rights movement capable of 
mobilizing the voice, visibility, 
and collective organizing power 
of women so as to change the 
norms, institutions, policies and 
practices that perpetuate in-
equality, both in the public and 
private arenas,” said Carlo Man-
go, the Head of Programs at WFT.

Last week, The High Commis-
sion of Canada in Tanzania, in 
collaboration with TGNP, WFT, 
Ndoto Hub, organized a pre-
event in the countdown to Wom-
en Deliver Conference 2019, that 
kicks of on 3rd of June through 
6th of June in Vancouver Canada, 
invited stakeholders to discuss 
How to Ensure Women Can Fully 
Contribute to and Benefit from 
Tanzania’s Industrialization.

Gender equality a prerequisite for sustainable development

Casual workers removing sand from a wide range of road surface along Nyerere road at Gold Star area in Dar es Salaam  yesterday. Photo: Selemani 
Mpochi 

and social justice are framed, translated into 
specific policy proposals in the legislature, and 
implemented with varying degrees of sabotage 
and success. 

In this book, you have talked about differ-
ent colonial experiences shaping the forest 
policies of nations differently. Why do you 
think these countries continue to harbour 
more or less the same colonial policies and 
attitudes even after independence? 

In a small way, this book seeks to challenge 
the over-generalisation of the argument about 
colonial hangover. Chapter 2 in the book engag-
es carefully with the colonial history in each of 
these countries and maps out the differences in 
the long-term effects on them.

Mexico’s forest policy is not colonial or neoco-
lonial, while India’s forest policy, other than the 
FRA, is decisively neocolonial. Even Tanzania’s 
forest policies and laws offer stronger rights to 
local residents, though in practice, Tanzania’s 

forestry sector remains heavily controlled by 
the forestry and wildlife agencies — more than 
38 per cent of the total land there is designated 
as national parks or wildlife reserves.

Coming back to India’s case, the fact that our 
forest policy remains colonial is not because 
of some unavoidable path dependence, but 
because it serves the interests of our heavily 
bloated forest bureaucracy and the advocates 
of exclusionary conservation, who benefit from 
the status quo. 

You also talk about Mexico’s community 
forest regime, and how it is more equitable 
than the other case studies in your book. 
Could you elaborate on how it is different — 
in essence and practice — from India’s under 
FRA?  

There are two big differences. The first one is 
related to the autonomy of forest management 
powers that are vested in the hands of com-
munity groups. While this is a complex topic, 

it manifests in the allocation of timber rights — 
In Mexico, community forestry is synonymous 
with timber rights, while in India, even forest 
rights activists do not talk of timber rights.

While the Mexican community forestry pro-
gramme has its own challenges, the debates and 
discussions there are at a very different level al-
together. 

The second difference, which I believe I am 
the first one to bring up in a comparative con-
text, is the ‘territorial authority’ that undergirds 
the differences in the power and authority that 
forestry agencies enjoy.

In India, and large parts of Asia and Africa, 
forestry agencies enjoy territorial authority, 
that is, they “own” the lands designated as state 
forestlands. On the other hand, because of the 
differences of colonial history and land redistri-
butions following the peasant revolution of the 
first decade of the twentieth century in Mexico, 
local communities enjoy legal ownership of 
nearly 70 per cent of Mexico’s forestland.
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Globalisation as an extension of capitalism: 

The case of the developing world

Within a parallel universe: Monsters of the dark web

  By Jonathan K. Weedor

 

G
LOBALIZATION is con-
ventionally defined as the 
integration of National 
economies into the Interna-

tional economy through trade, foreign 
direct investment, capital flows, and 
the spread of technology. However, in 
reality, globalization is not new. It is 
the innate drive of capitalism to search 
for new markets in order to maximize 
profit both geographically and techno-
logically.

It is a trade system characterized 
by the free movement of skilled labor 
and goods enhanced by lower tariffs 
as international trade is the exchange 
of capital, goods and services across 
international borders or territories. 
Trade generates incredible wealth, and 
links the lives of everyone on the plan-
et. However, millions of people in the 
developing world are losing because 
rules controlling trade heavily favor 
Northern Nations that set the rules.

The prevailing trade system repre-
sents a major contradiction in relation 
to Dani Rodrik’s observation in his clas-
sic “ONE ECONOMICS, MANY RECIPES 
(2007, p.213), that the first substantive 
paragraph of the agreement estab-
lishing the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) states, “Raising the standards 
of living , ensuring full employment 
and a large effective demand, and ex-
panding the production of goods and 
services, while allowing for the optimal 
use of the world resources in accord-
ance with the objective of sustainable 
development , seeking both to protect 
and preserve the environment and to 
enhance the means for doing so in a 
manner consistent with the respective 
needs and concerns, at different levels 
of economic development.”

Moreover, Rodrik further observed 
that “it is clear from this preamble 
that the WTO’s framers placed priority 
on raising standards of living and on 
sustainable development. Expanding 
trade was viewed as a means towards 
that end, rather than an end in itself.” 
As earlier indicated, the reality is far 
inconsistent with the foregoing stated 
objective of the WTO. Rather than 
development being the lens through 
which trade is perceived, trade is the 
lens through which development is 
perceived. In other words, integration 
into the world economy through trade 
liberalization is a prerequisite, and not 
an outcome of economic growth.

Developing Nations are being pres-
sured to open their markets notwith-
standing the fact that countries dis-
mantle trade restrictions only as they 
get richer. Today’s rich countries, with 
very few exceptions, embarked on 
modern economic growth behind pro-
tective barriers, but are now waving the 
flag of free trade. There are numerous 
means through which the economic 
growth of developing countries are be-
ing retarded through trade:

1. REGIONAL TRADE AGREE-

MENTS (RTA) - between equal part-
ners, RTAs can be beneficial to both but 
between a rich and poor economy, the 

rich economy always benefits the most. 
A regional free trade agreement re-
moves all barriers to trade and foreign 
Investment, meaning that poor econo-
mies are not allowed to use import 
tariffs to protect their infant industries 
or their farmers from a flood of cheap 
imports. A Free trade agreement also 
includes additional rules on invest-
ment that pose potential threat to poor 
people access to public services. The 
United States and the European Union 
are pressing ahead with this piecemeal 
approach to trade;

2. LABOR RIGHTS - Globalization 
and trade have drawn millions of work-
ers including women in developing 
countries into paid work. Their labor is 
contributing to the rising profit of Mul-
tinational Corporations. But workers 
are systematically being denied their 
fair share of the benefits from their 
labor. Companies demands for faster, 
more flexible, and cheaper production 
in their supply chains are undermin-
ing the very labor standards that they 
claim to be promoting. Workers includ-
ing women and their families, pay the 
price. Many face insecure contracts, in-
tense production pressure, and intimi-
dation in the work place. Government 
in developing countries, competing to 
attract investment and boost exports, 
too often exacerbate the problem. In-
stead of strengthening protection for 
labor rights, they have simply traded 
them away. As Marx observed in the 
Communist Maunifesto (1844, p.21) 
“the Worker need not necessarily gain 
when the Capitalist does, but he neces-
sarily loses when the latter loses.”

3. FORCED LIBERALIZATION - mil-
lions of poor farmers in developing 

  By Jan Lundius

HUMAN existence includes dreams, 
thoughts, ideas, music, stories, reli-
gion, and other immaterial “things”. 
They constitute an important part of 
our habitat, i.e. the dwelling place of 
any living organism, consisting of both 
organic and inorganic surroundings. 
I learned this when I many years ago 
found myself among the undulating 
heights of Cordillera Central, which 
rise diagonally across the island of 
Hispaniola, shared by Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic.

After days of hard work in fields and 
garden plots, peasants of the Cordil-
lera gathered on the porches of their 
bright-painted houses, or ramshackle 
huts, to chat and play dominoes with 
their neighbours. While they, around 
kerosene lamps, joined friends and 
families, stories were told about 
dreams and another sphere, quite dif-
ferent from our everyday existence. 
On an occasion like that, Julian Ramos, 
a patriarch more than a hundred years 
old, told me:

People from your part of the world 
do not understand that a man like 
me lives in two worlds. I move be-
tween them like someone who walks 
through sunshine and shadows. I work 
and toil in one world close to another 
one that consists of dreams, music and 
tales; things I cannot see and touch. It 
is the dwelling place of gods, saints, 

and miracles. Listen to the dog howl-
ing out there in the dark. I tell you, that 
is not just a dog.

Oh no, it is a human being who 
turned himself into a dog. The but-
terfly you saw in your room last night, 
that was no butterfly, it was your be-
loved who dreamt about you and her 
dream turned her into a butterfly.

The fireflies over there are no in-
sects, they are the souls of dead an-
cestors. All around us are things and 
creatures we do not know, which we 
cannot see, cannot understand. Up in 
the air, in the earth down below us, in 
the springs, the caves and the trees, 
live the mysteries, the luas. What we 
assume to be our world is only a tiny 
fraction of something else, something 
much, much bigger. I know this since 
I am an old man. Life is a tough and 
hard teacher and the longer we are 
forced to encounter him, the more we 
learn.

Remembering Julian Ramos´s 
words I realize that a man like me and 
“people from my part of the world”, 
actually live in two worlds as well. A 
sphere of dreams and vodú deities was 
part of Julian Ramos´s and his neigh-
bours´ habitat, a realm that actually 
is present in the minds of people all 
around the world and probably has 
been there ever since Homo Sapiens 
developed. However, “westernized” 
human beings have for the last thirty 

years, or so, also become used to 
live with or even within another 
habitat, the artificially created, 
but yet real Cyberspace,1 which 
affects our lives to an even high-
er degree than Julian Ramos´s 
“spiritual realm”.

Cyberspace´s enormous digi-
tal world is a dream world, an 
unregulated and uncontrolled 
domain. However, contrary to 
Julian Ramos´s spiritual sphere 
it has been created by machines.

Cyberspace exists and is acces-
sible to individuals from all over 
the world. A place both beyond 

and within everyday life. We en-
ter Cyberspace to interact with 
others; exchange ideas, share 
information, provide social sup-
port, conduct business, gamble 
for money and play games, make 
contact with future spouses, cre-
ate artistic media, discuss politics 
and direct, create and influence a 
wide range of actions in real life. 
Cyberspace is used and misused 
for money transactions, pur-
chasing goods and product pro-
motion. It benefits technology 
strategists, security profession-
als, entrepreneurs, government, 

military - and industrial leaders, 
as well as fanatics and criminals.

As the dream world, Cyber-
space is a make-believe environ-
ment, visited by cybernauts who 
may appear to be real, but do 
not exist in reality.2 In 2017, the 
Scottish writer Andrew O´Hagan 
wrote a book in which he de-
cribed how he created a fictive 
character who through the Inter-
net gained a life of his own.3 He 
called him Ronald Pinn and re-
ceived a Facebook account in the 
name of his invented character; 
complete with a profile, interests, 
and hundreds of fake friends.4 
Soon Ronald Pinn gained real 
“friends” as well, contacts ena-
bling him to enter a vast market 
place.

O´Hagan became obsessed 
with his own creation - his Frank-
enstein monster and while being 
a novelist O´Hagan experienced 
how the character he had creat-
ed began to control him. William 
Faulkner once said:

It begins with a character, usu-
ally, and once he stands up on his 
feet and begins to move, all I can 
do is trot along behind him with 
a paper and pencil trying to keep 
up long enough to put down 
what he says and does.5

Tellers of tales, people who like 

Julian Ramos, are able to enter 
spiritual spheres where they do 
not only meet gods and angels 
but also encounter monsters. 
O’Hagan created his own Mr. 
Hyde, a dangerous doppelgänger. 

He made Ronald Pinn into 
a young drug addict, political 
extremist, and gun fetishist. In 
Pinn´s name, O´Hagan rented 
an actual apartment and through 
the web he purchased white 
heroin, arriving in vacuum packs 
costing £ 39. He also bought bun-
dles of counterfeit money that 
was easily accepted in various 
London stores.

For his web purchases the 
fake Ronald Pinn used cyber-
currency, bitcoins, and as long 
as he paid he was welcome eve-
rywhere in Cyberspace, his real 
identity was never checked. Ron-
ald Pinn could have been a mer-
cenary, a terrorist, a psychopath 
- no one cared. 

He bought false identity docu-
ments, as well as several weap-
ons, which arrived in parts to the 
apartment of a non-existent Ron-
ald Pinn.

The so called Dark Web is a 
criminal´s paradise made real. 
O´Hagan found that it is a place 
governed by “an anti-authoritar-
ian madness. 

countries cannot earn a living 
because of cheap, often dumped, 
food imports. Rich countries 
have long used the IMF and the 
World Bank, and aggressive bilat-
eral trade deals, to push open the 
door of poor countries markets to 
a flood of cheap products. Moreo-
ver, rich countries are currently 
planning to use the binding rules 
of the WTO to kick down the trade 
door of developing countries alto-
gether;

4. MARKET ACCESS - IF Africa, 
East Asia, and Latin America each 
increased, their share of world ex-
ports by just one percent, the re-
sulting gains could lift about 120 
million people out of poverty. Rich 
countries, despite the free trade 
flag being waved by them, limit 
and control poor countries share 
of the world market by charging 
high taxes on imported goods. As 
a result, many poor countries can 
only afford to export raw materi-
als, which give far lower returns 
than finished products. For exam-
ple, the rich countries buy cheap 
Cotton and Cocoa and turns them 
into finished goods in the form of 
clothes and chocolate, and re - sell 
them to the developing countries 
at very high prices, reaping mas-
sive profits. At the same time, 
poor countries are threatened 
with having loans withheld unless 
they open their markets to rich 
countries’ exports;

5. DUMPING: The countries of 
the North tell the countries of the 
South to get rid of subsidies but 
continue to spend US$1 billion a 

day subsidizing its own farmers. 
Towards this end, the countries of 
the north dump their subsidized 
products on countries of the 
South, driving down the price of 
local products, with devastating 
effects on the local economy. This 
very unbalanced playing field has 
made many poor farmers across 
the developing world even poor-
er, or forced them out of farming 
completely.

Dani Rodrik (2007, p.217) also 
asked “what do the facts really 
show relative to trade liberaliza-
tion, growth, and poverty allevia-
tion? He answered by illustrating 
the cases of Vietnam and Haiti.” 
Vietnam engages in state trading, 
maintains import monopolies, re-
tains quantitative restrictions and 
high tariffs in the range of 30 - 50% 
on imports of agricultural and 
industrial products, and is not a 
member of the WTO. Haiti, a WTO 
member, slashed import tariffs 
to a maximum of 15%, removed 
all quantitative restrictions, and 
earned a rare commendation 
from the U.S. States Development, 
“There are few significant barriers 
to U.S. exports.”

According to Rodrik, Vietnam, 
which since the mid - 1980s has 
followed Chinese style gradual-
ism and a two-track reform pro-
gram, has been a phenomenonal 
success, achieving not only high 
growth and poverty reduction, 
and has also at a rapid rate, inte-
grated into the world economy 
despite its barriers to trade. As for 
Haiti, the economy has stagnated, 
suffered deteriorating social indi-
cators, and made little progress 
integrating into the world econo-
my even though the country un-
dertook a comprehensive trade 
liberalization in 1994 - 1995. The 
foregoing is evidence that integra-
tion into the world economy is an 
outcome, and not a pre - requisite 
of economic growth. Therefore, 
pressuring developing countries 
to liberalize trade is an imperialist 
policy that must be discouraged. 
Rather, the founding agreement 
of the world trade regime, the 
WTO, that placed human pro-
gress at the core of its objective 
should be prioritized and con-
cretized. In this regard, the WTO 
must emphasize development as 
its cardinal objective.

B. THE EVOLUTION OF CAPI-

TALISM

The late Walter Rodney in his 
Book “HOW EUROPE UNDER 
DEVELOPED AFRICA,” provided 
a succinct narrative of the evolu-
tion of capitalism: “from earliest 

times, man found it convenient 
and necessary to come together 
in groups for the sake of survival 
and to hunt. Thereafter came the 
period of Communalism, where 
property was collectively owned, 
work was done in common, and 
the goods (the product of Labor) 
was equally shared.

That period was succeeded by 
slavery, caused by the extension 
of the domineering elements 
within the family and by groups 
being physically overwhelmed by 
others. Slaves executed varieties 
of tasks but their main duty in pre 
- Capitalist Europe was the pro-
duction of food. The next stage 
was Feudalism, where agriculture 
remained the principal means of 
making livelihood, but the land 
which was necessary for that pur-
pose was owned by the few, and 
they took the greatest share or the 
surplus of labor.

The workers on the land (now 
called Serfs) were no longer the 
personal property of masters as 
was the case during slavery, but 
were tied to the land of a partic-
ular manor or estate owned by 
a Feudal lord. When the Manor 
changed hands, the Serfs had to 
remain there to produce food for 
the new Feudal lord, keeping the 
bare minimum themselves. Then 
came Capitalism, under which 
the greatest wealth in the society 
was produced not in agriculture 
but by machines in factories and 
in mines.” Like the preceding 
phase of Feudalism, Capitalism 
was and is still characterized by 
the concentration in a few hands 
of the ownership of the means of 
producing wealth and by the un-
equal distribution of the surplus 
of human labor.

At its inception, the few who 
dominated this mode of produc-
tion were the bourgeoisie who 
originated in the Merchants and 
Craftsmen of the Feudal epoch, 
who rose to be Industrialists and 
Financiers. The Serfs were de-
clared free to leave the land and 
go in search of employment in 
newly established capitalist en-
terprises. Their labor became a 
commodity - something to be sold 
and bought.

As indicated above, capital-
ism is an evolution of Feudalism. 
Karl Marx, an astute student of 
capitalism, observed in the Com-
munist manifesto (1844, p.19) that 
“wages are determined through 
the antagonistic struggle between 
capitalists and workers. Victory 
goes necessarily to the Capitalist 
because the Capitalist can sur-
vive longer without the workers 

than can the workers without the 
capitalist. Combination among 
Capitalists is customary and ef-
fective; workers’ combination 
is prohibited and painful in its 
consequences. Besides, the land-
owner and the capitalist can aug-
ment their revenue with the fruits 
of industry; the worker neither 
has ground rent nor interest on 
capital to supplement his indus-
trial income. Hence, the intensity 
of competition among the work-
ers.” Therefore, there should be 
nothing amazing about capital-
ism being the exploitation of the 
weak by the powerful, for that is 
what the capitalist system entails. 
Imperialism or the domination 
of the weaker countries by the 
powerful countries is merely the 
usual tendency of capitalism, the 
only difference being that the ex-
ploitations that occurred daily in 
the factories across the capitalist 
world are exported beyond bor-
ders or territories.

Many decades ago, Marx ques-
tioned the exploitative tendency 
of capitalism, a tendency which 
model is found in every labor con-
tract that is signed. The worker is 
not usually contracted for his or 
her work but for his or her time. 
Once the worker gets to work, 
the owner or Manager endeav-
ors to extract more labor from 
the worker than the amount for 
which he or she is paid. This ex-
traction of excess labor is the ba-
sis of surplus or what is refer to as 
profit. Marx described the system 
of extraction as exploitation. It is 
obvious therefore, that globaliza-
tion as a dimension of capitalism 
is embedded with exploitation. 
Consequently, it would be naïve 
or utopia on the part of any devel-
oping country to believe that glo-
balization is the path to progress.

C. STRUCTURAL ADJUST-

MENT PROGRAM (SAP)

The structural adjustment pro-
gram (SAP) was unveiled in the 
1980s by the Reagan Administra-
tion to “deal” with the developing 
world debt crisis. That was a crisis 
caused by the said Administra-
tion’s unprecedented increase of 
interest rate as a core of its Mon-
etarist policy, aimed at controlling 
US inflation. The SAP consisted of 
two permanent pillars: (1) Reduc-
tion of Government’s role in the 
economy through privatization 
and de - regulation, termination 
of subsidies for key social sectors 
such as education, health, and ag-
riculture couple with devaluation 
of the currency, trade liberaliza-
tion, etc., and (2) Democratization 
of the developing world charac-
terized by the conduct of regular 
elections. My discussion in the 
preceding pages has to some ex-
tend been focus on the SAP’s first 
pillar. My focus, in the subsequent 
pages, is on the second pillar: 
Western Democracy.
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By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

LOCAL horticultural commodities 
exported abroad have been endorsed 
by Global Good Agricultural Practice 
(GLOBAL G.A.P) to guarantee their 
quality and compliance with interna-
tional market benchmarks.

Tanzania Horticulture Association 
(TAHA) which represents a multi-
million dollar horticultural industry 
has been accredited by GLOBAL G.A.P 
as ‘Licensed Farm Assurer Company,’ 
and thus offering a ray of hope to mil-
lions of vegetable and fruits produc-
ers who meet international safety 
standards.

GLOBAL G.A.P. Chief Operations 
Officer, Markus Phillip said this 
week that TAHA has been listed on 
their website as farm assurer. “We 
also accepted Eric Mwesigwa to be 
the representative of Farm Assurer 
with GLOBALG.A.P” wrote Philipp to 
TAHA, adding that the association’s 
officer responsible for standards and 
food safety will assist coordination of 
activities.

Experts said the GLOBAL G.A.P’s en-
dorsement is a trust for TAHA to carry 
out the most prevalent certifications 
means to open up doors for millions 
of Tanzanian exporters, as the asso-
ciation will build confidence in inter-

national markets.
“The benefits of having GLOBAL 

G.A.P. certification include access to 
new business opportunities, espe-
cially in the European market that 
consumes 80 percent of Tanzania’s 
horticultural produce, and the ability 
to earn higher incomes through price 
increases for the certified products,” 
said TAHA Groups CEO, Jacqueline 
Mkindi.

Currently, the industry earns the 
economy over $700 million annu-
ally has over 2.5 million smallholder 
and large scale commercial farmers. 
With an annual growth rate of 12 per-
cent, the industry has turned into the 
growth driver for the entire agricul-
tural sector with an average growth 
rate of 4 per cent only. 

TAHA’s being the world’s standards 
certification agency means that, it 
strategically suited to offer services to 
farmers and exporter on implement-
ing of GLOBAL G.A.P standard at pri-
mary production sites.

“This accreditation takes not only 
TAHA on the international limelight 
but also the horticultural industry 
and the country as a whole” Mkindi 
explained.

Farm Assurer Company means an 
independent; GLOBALG.A.P trained 
and approved entity that provides 

Horticultural 
body earns 
global standards 
certification for 
commodities  

TAHA Group’s CEO, Jacqueline Mkindi receives the GLOBALG.A.P License from the body’s representative, Eric Mwesigwa at her office in Arusha on Monday. Photo: courtesy of TAHA. 

EXCELLENCE 

LONDON 

CASH-STRAPPED nations in southern Africa 
want to end a ban on selling ivory and lift restric-
tions on elephant hunting, a decision that has 
not gone down well with environmentalists.

Global environmental forum the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) will soon meet 
in Sri Lanka. Five countries, Zimbabwe, Botswa-
na, South Africa, Namibia and Angola, plan to 
lobby for the end of an embargo on ivory sales.

Some of these countries have already begun 
work-arounds for CITES restrictions. Botswana 
announced last week it will begin licensing el-
ephant hunts, in spite of fierce resistance from 
environmental groups.

“This is an ethical issue involving the killing 

of wild animals for fun,” says Will Travers, presi-
dent of wildlife organisation Born Free. “Trophy 
hunting is not welfare friendly, it targets specific 
animals according to their perceived value as 
trophies, ignoring their contribution as mem-
bers of their communities.”

Others however, contend that limited hunt-
ing will not damage Botswana’s overall elephant 
population, assumed to be around 160,000 ani-
mals. “You are going to hear a lot of misinforma-
tion about this - especially around this being a 
threat to elephant populations,” Dani Rabaiotti 
an environmental scientist at the Institute of 
Zoology at the Zoological Society of London. 
“Botswana is home to around one-third of the 
world’s remaining population of elephants. 
That happened despite hunting being legal until 
2014.”

Zimbabwe, which is suffering severe cash 
shortages, is leading the charge. In May, Zimba-
bwe Tourism Minister Prisca Mupfumira said 
through state media that the country had sold 
around 100 elephants over the past six years, 
mostly to China, and raised $2.7 million.

The announcement caused a torrent of out-
rage among environmentalists and animal 
lovers. “Shame on Zimbabwe,” says Dr Paula 
Kahumbu, an elephant expert and chief execu-
tive of Kenya-based environmental organisation 
WildlifeDirect. Kenyan herds have been ravaged 
by poachers, and the country wants the restric-
tions on trade in elephant products to remain.

The CITES ban was put in place in 1989, in re-
sponse to elephant herds being decimated by 
poachers wanting their tusks. At the upcoming 
CITES gathering, the topic will pit southern Afri-

can states against many northern countries that 
want the ban to remain.

Currently, most African countries are listed 
as Appendix I, meaning no trade in elephant 
products. Just four – South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and Botswana are Appendix II, which 
allows limited trade such as live animal sales. 
These countries now want to have their restric-
tions lifted completely and resume sales of ivory.

“They are pitching for a big fight,” Dr Kahum-
bu says. “Kenya and her friends want to transfer 
all elephants to Appendix I, which will send a 
clear message: no ivory trade for anyone.” The 
southern bloc is equally determined to get its 
way. These countries complain that they are be-
ing penalised for their successful environmental 
management.

“Zimbabwe has 84,000 elephants, but it’s car-

GREED 

Africa’s elephants too lucrative an asset for some nations to protect

PRETORIA 

SOUTH African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa has signed into law a carbon 
tax to cut emissions in the continent’s 
worst polluter.

The tax, a rare step for an emerging 
economy, will be levied from June 1 on 
greenhouse gases from fuel combustion 
and industrial processes and emissions, 
the treasury said on Monday, drawing 
cautious praise from environmentalists. 
“Climate change represents one of the 
biggest challenges facing humankind, 
and the primary objective of the carbon 
tax is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
in a sustainable, cost-effective and afford-
able manner,” the treasury said in a state-
ment.

The tax was first planned in 2010, but 
has been delayed due to opposition in a 
country struggling with low growth and 
unemployment at nearly 28 percent. 
“President Cyril Ramaphosa has com-
municated the urgent need for action 
around the climate crisis,” WWF said in 

a statement, describing it as a landmark 
moment for South Africa.

“While there is still much to be done for 
the tax to become more effective, we rec-
ognise this is a significant first step.” The 
ministry said the tax was part of South 
Africa’s efforts to meet the global climate 
change agreement negotiated in Paris in 
2015.

Set at 120 rand ($8.30) per tonne of 
carbon dioxide, the tax will be largely off-
set by allowances to lower it to an effec-
tive rate of between six and 46 rand per 
tonne in the first three years. South Africa 
– which relies largely on coal for its energy 
supply – is the 14th largest polluter in the 
world and the largest in Africa, according 
to Greenpeace.

“We definitely welcome this. It is very, 
very overdue,” said Melisse Steele, sen-
ior campaign manager at Greenpeace. 
“It is a major step, but Greenpeace has 
expressed our concern that we don’t 
think that the carbon tax will be effective 
enough and the tax level is inadequate.” 

Coal-hungry South Africa 
introduces carbon tax

RESTRICTION 

A herd of elephants leaves a drinking spot in the Mababe area, Botswana

expertise to help producers implement good agri-
cultural practices. With first-hand knowledge about 
its system and the latest industry developments, it 
makes the standard easier to understand and help 
simplify audit preparations. 

GLOBAL G.A.P. today is the world’s leading farm 
assurance program, translating consumer require-
ments into good agricultural practice in a rapidly 
growing list of countries – currently more than 135.

“One of the biggest impediments of Tanzania 
farmers’ accessing regional as well as international 
markets has been, as it is now, lack of compliance 
capacity with international quality and market 
standards” the TAHA Group CEO noted.

TAHA as a GLOBAL G.A.P. Farm Assurer will now 
be better positioned to offer services to farmers and 
exporters alike on how to better forge systems at 

farms that will enable their certification and even-
tually secure export markets. 

“TAHA therefore is up and willing to continue to 
serve the industry and assist farmers implement 
the standards so as to enable export competitive-
ness,” Mkindi added.

TAHA’s Standards and Food safety Coordinator, 
Eric Mwesigwa, said this increased food production 
and horticultural trade calls for higher implemen-
tation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures both 
domestically as well as internationally.

Tanzania through the ratified SPS Agreement is 
mandated to comply with phytosanitary measure 
that ensures exporters comply with regulatory 
standards. “These standards act as a code of con-
duct in ensuring that food produced and consumed 
is safe and in line with basic principles of hygiene 

and health,” Mwesigwa explained.
Indeed, standards and food quality represent a 

challenge for every producer and exporter who has 
to cope with in order to access national, regional 
and international markets.

TAHA’s chief development Manager, Anthony 
Chamanga said that the change in consumer’s at-
titudes has considerably been influenced by cer-
tain incidents related to food safety, which clearly 
showed that more attention should be paid to food 
safety.

“Different actors should work together on this is-
sue, from food producers --primary and final, con-
sumer associations, international organizations, big 
retailers to the state” Chamanga implored while ap-
plauding the GLOBAL G.A,P certification by TAHA.

rying capacity is 55,000,” Nick Mangwana, infor-
mation secretary for the government of Zimba-
bwe said. “Humans and elephants are living in 
conflict.” More than 200 people in Zimbabwe 
have been killed by elephants over the past five 
years, as elephant herds grow and humans en-
croach on their land.

Meanwhile, Zimbabwe’s stockpile of ivory 
grows: like the other regional countries with 
large parks, tusks are harvested from animals 
who die of natural causes. “Our ivory stockpile 
is worth over $300 million, which we can’t sell 
because countries without elephants are telling 
those with them what to do with their animals,” 
Mr Mangwana says.

Kenya’s approach has been very different. In 
2016, the country burned 105 tonnes of ivory 
in a spectacular bonfire in front of the world’s 
media. The tusks were from at least 6,000 el-
ephants that had died in various Kenyan parks. 
The bonfire took with it $100m in potential in-
come, plus 5 per cent of global ivory stocks.

In 2008 however, CITES allowed a limited 
series of auctions that allowed ivory to be sold 
to accredited traders, who were mostly from 
China and Japan. According to CITES data, 102 
tonnes of ivory were sold to raise around $15m 
for conservation. The average price paid was 
$157 per kilogram, which contrasts sharply with 
the black-market rate at the time of $750-850, 
CITES said.

Authorising another auction or even lifting 
the trade ban entirely will be a tough sell in 
2019, when the public still remembers the kill-
ing of Cecil the lion in a Zimbabwe game park 
four years ago. Besides, CITES itself still sees 
elephants Africa-wide as deeply vulnerable to 
poaching. “Illegal killing of African elephants 
for ivory remains a significant threat to elephant 
populations in most of the range states,” says 
CITES Secretary-General Ivonne Higuero. More 
elephants are still dying at the hands of poach-
ers than natural deaths.

In total, the African elephant population has 
fallen from an estimated 12 million a century 
ago to some 400,000. As the human population 
grew over the last hundred years, these remain-
ing animals are losing territory, Ms Higuero said. 
“The human population of Africa has grown 
tenfold, from 125 million to 1.225 [billion], creat-
ing competition for land with elephants.”

Yet countries with large herds are demanding 
more control over elephant population size and 
the right to hunt them.
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By Guardian Reporter

As mobile phone service 
companies ight to rollout the 
fourth generation (4G) commu-
nication network, Rukwa and 
Katavi regions have become the 
latest beneiciaries thanks to 
Tigo Tanzania Limited.

speaking at the launch of an 
upgraded Tigo network site, 
Mpanda District Commission-
er, Lilian Matinga commended 
Tigo’s management for the mile-
stone achievement noting that 
the upgraded site will propel 
the socio-economic develop-
ment of residents in her district.

“On behalf of the people of 
Mpanda, i would like to thank 
Tigo for the job well done. in-

deed, this upgraded site that 
we have launched today will fa-
cilitate trade, tourism, and the 
agricultural activities that we 
do here in Mpanda at greater 
pace,” Matinga said. 

brieing the DC earlier, Tigo’s 
Regional sales Manager for 
south Zone, Francis ndada re-
iterated that upgrading the net-
work site from 3G to 4G means 
that customers in Mpanda will 
now have faster and easier ac-
cess to communication services.

“Our priority is to ensure 
that our customers get access 
to modern and state of the art 
technology through 4G infra-
structure. 

it is worth mentioning that, 
4G technology has increased ac-

cessibility to mobile broadband, 
opening the rural communities 
to previously elusive services 
such as e-commerce, e-health, 
e-education and e-government, 
eventually transforming the 
way people learn and do busi-
ness,” ndada said.

in addition, Tigo customers 
in Mpanda town will also get ac-
cess to a special ofer on various 
products including airtime and 
bundles once they switch to 4G 
communication.

He said the upgraded 4G site 
launched cements the telco’s 
commitment to support the 
national iCT policy and govern-
ment’s industrialization agenda 
by investing in network expan-
sion and improvement to en-

able the entire country experi-
ence rapid communication by 
digital connectivity.

The Mpanda town site is 
the third upgraded site to be 
launched after Kilolo in iringa 
and bariadi in simiyu regions. 

A total of 52 new and re-
vamped Tigo network sites 
will be launched countrywide 
throughout this campaign this 
year.

Mobile phones firm takes fourth generation 
network to Rukwa, Katavi regions

PROGRESS 

President Uhuru Kenyatta (gesturing) with top government officials at Embakasi Inland Container Terminal.

Uhuru orders clearance of cargo 
pile-up at Embakasi depot

DIRECTIVE 

NAIROBI 

sMALL-sCALe importers have been allowed 
to collect their containers seized at the inland 
Container Depot (iCD) in embakasi after Presi-
dent uhuru Kenyatta toured the facility Monday 
morning.

Peter Masinde, iCD head, said the traders had 
been permitted collect their cargo immediately. 
“we have allowed the collection of sMe consign-
ments to start immediately. The traders will be 
granted amnesty,” he said.

Mr Masinde made the comments shortly after 
President Kenyatta made an impromptu visit to 
the facility and ordered regulatory agencies to 
clear cargo pileup within three weeks. 

The President also directed that the contain-
ers should be cleared within four days in future. 
Complaints by traders prompted the President’s 
visit. The goods had been coniscated at the fa-
cility in the ongoing crackdown on counterfeits 
and tax cheats.

On Monday, President Kenyatta faulted the 
consolidators for contributing to the delays 
of containers at the iCD. He said only genuine 
consolidators gazetted after the vetting process 
would be allowed to work with the traders.

“There are people who engage in consolida-
tion. They bring goods in containers, claiming 
they are in transit while their real motive is to 
evade paying tax. That is not right and we will 
not allow it,” he said.

The President, who toured the iCD for the sec-
ond time in a span of two days, assured small-
scale traders that their goods would be cleared 
on time once they adhere to the laid down pro-
cedures. “Many times our traders operate with-
out knowledge of the government procedures 
and we would like all boardroom decisions dis-
seminated to the traders,” he said.

The Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) has been 
blamed for delays in clearing cargo at the Mom-
basa port and the inland depot in nairobi. There 
are claims the situation has been compounded 
by the KRA staf said to be on a go-slow to pro-
test what they perceive as harassment of their 
colleagues.

The delays are also due to staf changes at the 
KRA following the interdiction of 75 oicials 
linked to illegal cargo clearance and irregular 
issuance of tax compliance certiicates. Trans-
port players said the internal staf changes are 
negatively afecting the movement of cargo at 
the port and iCD.

MAPUTO

MOZAMbique’s public debt portfolio is 

evolving into a higher-risk scenario, with faster 

payments and higher interest rates, the coun-

try’s ministry of finance announced on Thurs-

day in a tax risk report.

“The debt portfolio is rapidly changing to a 

higher risk scenario, with lower maturity (four 

years) and higher interest rates (18%),” the doc-

ument said.

The 34-page report reviewed the main risks 

to the economic evolution of the country, even 

before cyclones idai and Kenneth killed hun-

dreds of people in the central and northern 

areas of the country, aggravating the economic 

data and forecasts of this report from Decem-

ber and published on Thursday.

“The public debt, including guarantees, pre-

sents a growth trajectory above the recom-

mended sustainability indicators for low-in-

come countries,” the document said, which 

showed that” in the last four years, this has 

risen from 94.9% of GDP [gross domestic 

product] in 2015 to 127.2% in 2016, 101% in 

2017 and 107% in 2018� and that the cost of 

supporting debt has grown four times.

“in the last three years the debt service – 

interest and amortisation – grew from 3.6% 

to 12.6% of GDP between 2015 and 2018,” the 

executive added, explaining that “the signifi-

cant drop in the debt ratio compared to GDP 

between 2016 and 2017 corresponded to the 

combined effect of exchange depreciation 

of the metical and the overestimation of the 

debt stock that year, which had the imple-

mentation of the project of the enH (Coral 

project), which was postponed for subse-

quent years.”

These data, the ministry of finance said, set 

up “a risk that requires constant monitoring 

in 2019,” alerting, lastly, to the “concentra-

tion of payments in specific periods which 

can pressure the public treasury” in this and 

the next year.

CRISIS 

Mozambique: Public debt ‘is evolving into higher-risk scenario’

DR Congo’s Telecommunications Minister Emery Okundji

KINSHASA 

VODACOM’s unit in the 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo will lose the right 

to provide 2G services 

this week unless it re-

news a disputed license, 

according to a govern-

ment order.

The directive threat-

ens to disconnect some 

of Vodacom Congo’s 11.8 

million customers who’ve 

yet to switch to 3G and 

4G, or live in remote are-

as not yet covered by the 

faster data services. Jo-

hannesburg-based Voda-

com owns 51% of Congo’s 

biggest mobile operator, 

which generated about 

6% of total revenue of 

R86.bn last year.

Congo’s government 

wants Vodacom to re-

apply for a 20-year 2G 

license originally given 

to the company in 1998 

because an “irregular 

extension” was granted 

in 2015, Telecommuni-

cations Minister emery 

Okundji said in an order 

dated April 29 seen by 

bloomberg. Vodacom 

lost the right to ofer 2G 

services in January 2018, 

Okundji said, giving the 

irm a one-month “grace 

period” to renew the per-

mit.

Vodacom is engaging 

with the authorities “in 

an attempt to resolve this 

unfortunate situation,” 

spokesman byron Ken-

nedy said in a statement 

sent by text message.

Vodacom Congo “vig-

orously refutes all allega-

tions of fraud” in obtain-

ing its license extension 

from former Telecommu-

nications Minister Thom-

as Luhaka in 2015, accord-

ing to a May 16 statement 

posted on the company’s 

Facebook page. The pro-

cess of extending the 

license conformed with 

all laws and regulations 

in place at the time, in-

cluding a single payment 

equivalent to 25% of the 

value of the license - or 

$16.3 million - to Congo’s 

Treasury, it said.

Government deci-

sions outlawing license 

extensions and outlining 

renewal procedures “on 

which the fraud allega-

tions are based” were 

adopted in 2016 and 2017, 

according to the state-

ment. “Legal orthodoxy 

requires that these new 

rules and procedures 

cannot apply retroactive-

ly,” the company said. Lu-

haka didn’t answer calls 

and text messages seek-

ing comment.

Other frequencies

Okundji said the $16.3 

million payment made 

by Vodacom related to 

additional frequencies 

obtained from the Con-

golese authorities in De-

cember 2015, rather than 

an authorization to con-

tinue operating 2G ser-

vices. unless the company 

takes steps to “regularise 

the renewal of the 2G li-

cense” within one month, 

the frequency spectrum 

will be returned to the 

state and then auctioned 

to a new buyer, he said in 

the directive.

Vodacom Congo will 

continue to operate 3G 

and 4G telephony servic-

es if it loses its 2G rights, 

Okundji’s chief of staf, 

LOGGERHEADS 

Vodacom permit dispute threatens 
to disconnect DR Congo clients

Tigo Managing Director, Simon Karikari is championing rolling out 4G communication technology countrywide. File 
photo. 

John Aluku, said by text message on Monday. 

Vodacom Congo became the irst company in 

Congo to launch commercial 4G services in 

May 2018. The cost of renewing a 2G license is 

$65 million, according to the ministry.

Okundji has been contesting Vodacom 

Congo’s 2G license extension since 2017, when 

he became telecommunications minister, ac-

cording to the ministerial order. in March, he 

established a commission made up of mem-

bers of the telecommunications and inance 

ministries to “reconcile the parties’ points of 

view,” the ministerial directive said. 

Vital Kamerhe, chief of staf to President Fe-

lix Tshisekedi, instructed the tax authorities 

on April 8 to “ind a suitable solution” after 

Vodacom took the matter to the presidency, it 

said. The decision to formally withdraw Voda-

com Congo’s decade-long extension on April 

29 was motivated by unsuccessful negotia-

tions under the commission and the compa-

ny’s failure to act on Okundji’s instructions to 

renew the license, according to the minister’s 

order.

Our priority is to 
ensure that our 
customers get 
access to modern 
and state of the art 
technology through 
4G infrastructure
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Global GDP could take a $600bn hit in 2021 due to US-China trade war
BEIJING 

THE US-China trade war has entered a dangerous 

new phase. Tariffs are up and there is the threat of 

more to come. 

A quick fix is still possible, with Presidents Donald 

Trump and Xi Jinping set to meet at the G-20 summit 

in June. But at this point, it looks more likely that the 

trade war will be long, messy – and expensive.

Bloomberg economists Dan Hanson and Tom Orlik 

have mapped out the main scenarios. Their headline 

conclusion: if tariffs expand to cover all US-China 

trade, and markets slump in response, global GDP will 

take a $600 billion hit in 2021, the year of peak impact.

On May 10, the US took tariff rates on $250bn of Chi-

nese exports to 25 per cent. Retaliation was swift, with 

China raising tariffs on certain US goods in a range 

from 5 per cent to 25 per cent. Two years out, Bloomb-

erg Economics’ modelling suggests that output in Chi-

na and US would be lower by 0.5 per cent and 0.2 per 

cent respectively, relative to a no-trade-war scenario. 

Global output would also come down a notch.

Scenario 1: current tariff levels

What happens if tariffs increase?

The US has threatened 25 per cent tariffs on all Chi-
Containers sit in Qingdao, Shandong province, China. Donald Trump has taken the trade war with China to a 
whole new level, with additional tariffs on US$200 billion in Chinese goods.

PESSIMISM  

S AT U R D AY  2 5  M a y 

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

8 : 0 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u  

1 0 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i  r p t

11 : 0 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

11 : 3 0    U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 2 : 0 0  M a p i s h i

1 2 : 3 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )  

1 4 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  K i v u k o

1 5 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  E l i n i n y o

1 5 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  M i z e n g w e

1 6 : 0 0  I g i z o  r p t :  K i m y a  M i l e l e

1 6 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  r p t  

1 7 : 0 0  S h a m s h a m  z a  P w a n i  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o :  E l i n i n y o 

1 9 : 0 0  S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i

1 9 : 3 0  J u n g u  K u u  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  I g i z o :  K i m y a  M i l e l e

2 1 : 3 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

2 2 : 0 0  M o j a  b e t

2 2 : 1 5  I s i d i n g o  r p t   

0 1 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

 

S U N D AY 2 6  M a y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

8 : 0 0  A l  j a z e e r a

0 9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 0 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o   

11 : 4 5  A i b u  Ya k o

11 : 5 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o 
r p t   

1 2 : 5 0  B o n g o  M o v i e  r p t :  L o n e l y 
H e a r t  2

1 4 : 0 0  Ta m a s h a  l a  M i c h e z o 

1 5 : 0 0  M w a n g a z a  

1 6 : 0 0  K o r e a n  d r a m a :  T h e  g r e a t 
q u e e n  S e o n d u k

1 6 : 4 5  M j u e  z a i d i

1 7 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  c h a  k i k r i s t o

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 4 5    M a t u k i o  y a  w i k i

1 9 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  M i z e n g w e   

2 1 : 0 0  B o n g o  M o v i e :  M a i s h a  

2 2 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )

M O N D AY  2 7  M a y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    I g i z o :  E l i n i n y o

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0  K i m y a  M i l e l e

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  J u n g u  k u u  r p t

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0    Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0    M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 0  A i b u  y a k o  r p t

1 8 : 1 5    M a p i s h i  r p t

1 8 : 3 0  K e s h o  L e o

1 9 : 0 0  A f y a  y a  J a m i i   

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  D a k i k a  4 5 

2 2 : 0 0  M o j a  B e t

2 2 : 1 0  Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s t i n o )

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0    T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

0 2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T U E S D AY 2 8  M a y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    S h a m s h a m  z a  p w a n i

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a   

11 : 0 0    S h a m s h a m  z a  p w a n i

11 : 2 5    I g i z o :  M t e g o

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a   

1 2 : 3 0  A f y a  y a  j a m i i  r p t

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

1 3 : 3 0    K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  r p t  :  T F D A

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s t i n o ) 
r p t : 

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e 

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  T h e  g r e a t  q u e e n  S e o n d u k

1 9 : 0 0  J a r i d a  l a  w a n a w a k e

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0    Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

2 1 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m :  C h e t u  n i 
c h e t u

2 2 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s t i n o )

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

W E D N E S D AY 2 9  M a y  

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    K o r e a n :  T h e  G r e a t  q u e e n 
S e o n d u k 

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0    K o r e a n : T h e  G r e a t  q u e e n -
S e o n d u k

11 : 1 5    J a g i n a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0    J a r i d a  l a  w a n a w a k e  r p t

1 3 : 0 0    D a k i k a  4 5

1 4 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o ) : 

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u 

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u 

1 8 : 1 5    M i z e n g w e  r p t  

1 8 : 3 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 9 : 0 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m :  T F D A 

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  A i b u  Ya k o !  H a t a 
w e w e ?  

2 1 : 1 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  :  Ta n e s c o

2 1 : 4 0  K e s h o  l e o

2 2 : 1 5  Te l e n o v e l a :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s t i n o ) 

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a   

2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T H U R S D AY  3 0  M a y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    I g i z o :  K i v u k o

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0    I g i z o :  K i v u k o

11 : 1 5  U o n g o z i

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  j a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0    S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i 

1 3 : 3 0  Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  J a g i n a

1 9 : 0 0  U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  M a l u m b a n o  y a  h o j a

2 3 : 0 0  H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

  

F R I D AY 3 1  M a y

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0      I s i d i n g o

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0    H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

11 : 3 0    U s a f i r i  w a k o

11 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  r p t :  Ta n e s c o

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  J a g i n a  r p t

1 3 : 3 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0    C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 4 : 1 5    Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y 
( D e s t i n o ) 

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u

1 6 : 3 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 7 : 0 0    T h e  B a s e

1 7 : 3 0  I b a d a  y a  k i i s l a m u

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5    I g i z o :  M i z e n g w e

1 8 : 3 0  S h a m b a  l u l u

1 9 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  K i p i m a  j o t o

2 3 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

  

S AT U R D AY  0 1  J u n e 

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

8 : 0 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u  

1 0 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i  r p t

11 : 0 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

11 : 3 0    U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 2 : 0 0  M a p i s h i

1 2 : 3 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )  

1 4 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  K i v u k o

1 5 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  E l i n i n y o

1 5 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  M i z e n g w e

1 6 : 0 0  I g i z o  r p t :  K i m y a  M i l e l e

1 6 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  r p t  

1 7 : 0 0  S h a m s h a m  z a  P w a n i  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o :  E l i n i n y o 

1 9 : 0 0  S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i

1 9 : 3 0  J u n g u  K u u  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  I g i z o :  K i m y a  M i l e l e

2 1 : 3 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

2 2 : 0 0  M o j a  b e t

2 2 : 1 5  I s i d i n g o  r p t   

0 1 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

 

S U N D AY 0 2  J u n e

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

8 : 0 0  A l  j a z e e r a

0 9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 0 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o   

11 : 4 5  A i b u  Ya k o

11 : 5 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o 
r p t   

1 2 : 5 0  B o n g o  M o v i e  r p t :  M a i s h a

1 4 : 0 0  Ta m a s h a  l a  M i c h e z o 

1 5 : 0 0  M w a n g a z a  

1 6 : 0 0  K o r e a n  d r a m a :  T h e  g r e a t 
q u e e n  S e o n d u k

1 6 : 4 5  M j u e  z a i d i

1 7 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  c h a  k i k r i s t o

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 4 5    M a t u k i o  y a  w i k i

1 9 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  M i z e n g w e   

2 1 : 0 0  B o n g o  M o v i e :  M a i s h a  2

2 2 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :  D e s t i n y  ( D e s -
t i n o )

nese imports if a quick deal can’t 

be achieved. Such a move would 

surely be answered. “If you want to 

talk, the door is open; if you want 

to fight, we’ll fight to the end,” said 

a Chinese TV anchor, capturing the 

mood in Beijing.

Plugging in 25 per cent tariffs on 

all bilateral trade, the model shows 

output declines of 0.8 per cent, 0.5 

per cent and 0.5 per cent for China, 

the US and the world in mid-2021.

Scenario 2: escalation to 25% 

tariffs on all bilateral trade

Financial markets are already 

wobbling with each new trade-war 

headline, and China’s stock market 

in particular has seen a spate of 

sharp daily moves. Even so, equi-

ties in both China and the US are 

up on the year, suggesting inves-

tors are still betting a deal will be 

done. If they are wrong, and heavy-

weights like Apple get slapped with 

tariffs, that raises the possibility of 

Elon Musk made 
more in 2018 than 65 
top CEOs combined, 
according to a report

COMPENSATION 

NEW YORK 

CEOs make a lot of mon-
ey, but Elon Musk blew his 
competition out of the wa-
ter in 2018, according to a 
new study by The New York 
Times. 

The study, done with the 
executive compensation 
consultancy Equilar, looked 
at compensation for CEOs 
at 200 large publicly-traded 
companies last year.

According to the report, 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk was 
awarded nearly $2.3 billion 
last year, largely in the form 
of stock options. The next-
highest CEO on the list, 
Discovery’s David M. Zaslav, 
made $129 million.

That is such a giant dis-
parity that the Times had to 
“add an extra dimension” to 
their chart showing pay for 
top CEOs. 

While the other 199 ex-
ecutives on the list are 
represented by a standard 
bar chart, Musk’s haul is il-
lustrated with a two-dimen-
sional rectangle.

To put that into perspec-
tive, the left column on the 
chart below shows Musk’s 
reported total 2018 com-
pensation from Tesla, while 
the stack of bars making up 
the right column show the 
total sum of the next 65 ex-
ecutives on the Times’ list:

Musk’s compensation 
package from Tesla is un-
common among top execu-
tives. 

Approved by Tesla’s 
board in March 2018, the 
package awards options to 
Musk if Tesla hits specific 
market capitalization mile-
stones over a decade.

Several commentators at 
the time noted the unusual 
nature of the compensation 
package. 

Business Insider’s Troy 
Wolverton pointed out 
that Musk already controls 

a large amount of Tesla’s 
stock, and so he already has 
strong incentives to boost 
the company’s market cap.

Tesla disputed this char-
acterisation of Musk’s com-
pensation. 

In a statement to Busi-
ness Insider, a company 
spokesperson wrote: “Elon 
actually earned $0 in total 
compensation from Tesla 
in 2018, and any reporting 
otherwise is incorrect and 
misleading. 

Unlike other CEOs, Elon 
receives no salary, no cash 
bonuses, and no equity that 
simply vests by the passage 
of time. 

His only compensation 
is a completely at-risk per-
formance award that was 
specifically designed with 
ambitious milestones, such 
as doubling Tesla’s current 
market capitalization from 
approximately $40 billion 
to $100 billion. 

As a result, Elon’s entire 
compensation is directly 
tied to the long-term suc-
cess of Tesla and its share-
holders, and none of the 
equity from his 2018 perfor-
mance package has vested.”

Musk’s reported outsized 
compensation coincided 
with a tumultuous year for 
him and the company. In an 
article accompanying the 
CEO pay study, The Times 
observed that Tesla had 
issues with scaling up pro-
duction of their cars. 

Further, a tweet from 
Musk last August suggest-
ing that he had “funding se-
cured” to take the company 
private led to a SEC inves-
tigation and ongoing legal 
battle.

Tesla’s stock price whip-
sawed throughout 2018, 
eventually ending up about 
4% over the year. 

In 2019, the stock has de-
clined dramatically as the 
company’s woes continue. 

a sharp correction.

Mr Hanson and Mr Orlik’s night-

mare scenario adds a 10 per cent 

equity market drop to the across-

the-board 25 per cent tariffs. In 

that case, 

China, US and world GDP would 

be 0.9 per cent, 0.7 per cent and 

0.6 per cent lower in mid-2021. In 

this situation, the equity market 

drop acts as a further headwind to 

consumption and investment, com-

pounding the impact.

Scenario 3: tariff escalation 

plus equity market shock

The fallout from any of these sce-

narios would spread well beyond 

the US and China, the world’s two 

biggest economies. 

With China the biggest potential 

loser from the trade war, the yuan 

– already overvalued according to 

Powell’s model –stands out, along 

with the Thai baht and Canadian 

dollar.
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LONDON 

FOREIGN Secretary Jeremy Hunt 
said it would be “political suicide” for 
Britain to pursue a no-deal Brexit, be-
coming the most senior figure vying to 
succeed Prime Minister Theresa May to 
rule it out and drawing a battleline with 
rival contenders.

Hunt’s remarks put him at odds with 
most other candidates including the 
frontrunner, Hunt’s predecessor as for-
eign secretary, Boris Johnson, who has 
said Britain should quit the EU with or 
without a deal by the end of October.

May has announced plans to step 
down after repeatedly failing to secure 
parliament’s approval for her deal to 
leave the EU, setting up a contest in her 
ruling Conservative party to succeed 
her in the coming weeks.

That contest could determine how or 
even whether Britain leaves the EU, or 

whether it would face a new national 
election with its major political parties 
divided and shaken by Brexit.

Pitching himself in contrast to John-
son and others who insist leaving the 
EU without a deal must remain on the 
table, Hunt said any such move would 
be blocked by lawmakers andtrigger a 
national election.

“Trying to deliver no deal through a 
general election is not a solution; it is 
political suicide,” Hunt wrote in Tues-
day’s Daily Telegraph. “A different deal 
is, therefore, the only solution – and 
what I will pursue if I am leader.”

Change the exit agreement
Under the party’s rules for picking 

a new leader, Conservative lawmakers 
will select a short list of candidates and 
put them to the party’s members for 
a vote. The party is deeply split over 
Brexit. Many of its lawmakers oppose 

Britain’s Hunt 
says pursuing 
no-deal Brexit 
‘political suicide’

a no-deal exit, which businesses say would be 
catastrophic, while party activists are widely seen 
as more willing to support leaving with no agree-
ment. The Conservative Party had a disastrous 
showing in European elections at the weekend, 
losing most of its support to a new Brexit Party, 
which topped the poll while calling for a swift no-
deal exit from the EU.

Other parties that want to halt Brexit altogether 
also surged in the vote, leaving little space in the 
middle for Britain’s two main traditional parties, 
the Conservatives and Labour, both of which had 
campaigned in favour of a compromise.

Labour has since edged closer to a position that 
would make it possible to call off Brexit, saying a 
public vote - either a new national election or sec-
ond referendum - is the way to reunite the coun-
try. Several of its senior figures have called on its 
leadership to go further and openly call for a new 
referendum in which the party would campaign 
to stay in the EU.

Britain voted in a 2016 referendum to leave the 
EU, but has failed in the intervening years to come 
to agreement on its future relationship with the 

bloc.
Although Hunt voted to remain in the European 

Union in the 2016 Brexit referendum, he now says 
he now believes no deal is better than no Brexit. 
But he said parliament would pass laws to stop a 
government willingly leaving the EU with no deal.

“The only solution to the extremely difficult 
situation we’re in... is to change the Withdrawal 
Agreement,” Hunt told BBC radio.

The European Union says the withdrawal agree-
ment it reached with May is final and cannot be 
renegotiated.

Many Brexit supporters in Britain oppose it 
because of a “backstop” that requires Britain to 
adopt some EU rules indefinitely unless an un-
specified future arrangement is found to keep the 
land border in Ireland open.

Hunt said he would seek to take Britain out of 
the customs union while “respecting legitimate 
concerns” around the Irish border. The EU want-
ed to resolve Brexit, so could be open to renego-
tiation of the backstop, which could be aided by 
the formation of a new negotiating team, he said.

                        Agencies

ISTANBUL

AMID the spiralling tensions in the 
Gulf caused by the U.S. sanctions and 
sabre-rattling against Iran, many Turk-
ish analysts and citizens said the U.S. 
imperialist and interventionist policies 
are largely blamed for the turmoil and 
instability in the Middle East region.

The recent steps taken by the U.S. 
government under President Donald 
Trump against Iran have raised the 
specter of another conflict in the highly 
volatile region. Such steps included the 
continued U.S. military buildup and the 
restoration of crippling sanctions on 
Iran, which led to a military standoff in 

the Gulf.
Citing an Iranian threat, Washington 

just decided to send 1,500 additional 
troops to the Middle East, in addition 
to the deployment of an aircraft carrier 
strike group, bombers and anti-missile 
systems.

“In my opinion, you cannot explain 
anything in this region without us-
ing the term ‘imperialism.’ When I say 
imperialism, of course, we should un-
derstand (it’s) the U.S. imperialism,” 
Baris Doster, a Turkish academic and 
columnist, told Xinhua in an interview.

The United States keeps destabiliz-
ing the Middle East out of some needs 
and important benefits, which include 

satisfying the security needs of Israel 
as well as Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
Arab nations, securing energy resourc-
es, isolating Iran, creating a Kurdish 
state, as well as curbing China, Russia 
and other emerging powers, Doster 
pointed out.

Doster noted that Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya and Syria are still reeling from 
the invasions and interference by the 
United States and its allies, which have 
left hundreds of thousands of civilians 
killed and many more displaced or flee-
ing to Europe and neighboring states.

Despite the rising tensions, Doster 
did not foresee a U.S. military attack 
on Iran, as the Islamic republic has 

“strong” diplomacy, army, economy 
and nation.

“So you cannot compare Iran with 
Iraq, or with Syria, or with Afghani-
stan,” the Turkish academic explained.

He suggested Turkey and other coun-
tries, which have been under pressure 
from the “U.S. imperialism,” continue 
to import Iranian oil despite the U.S. 
total ban, citing that if these countries 
“can get together and behave,” they 
could stop the U.S. adventurism in this 
region.

Commenting on the U.S. plan to roll 
out so-called “Deal of the Century” to 
settle the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
Doster is not optimistic about the U.S. 

peacemaking endeavor.
“Because Israel has been supported 

by the U.S., and I do not think the U.S., 
as an imperialist country and as a 
country which is not from this region, 
can create peace and stability in this 
region,” he noted.

“If peace comes here ... it will not 
come in the hands of the U.S.,” he add-
ed.

Doster predicted that peace would 
not return to the Middle East region in 
the next decade mainly because of the 
competition for the control of its ener-
gy resources, which is complicated by 
the ethnic and sectarian conflicts as old 
as decades.

The United States has also been using 
sanctions as a tool to arm-twist Turkey 
to kowtow to Washington in economic 
and political fields.

In order to pressure Turkey to free a 
detained U.S. pastor last year and can-
cel the purchase of Russia-made S-400 
air defense systems, the Trump admin-
istration hiked tariffs on Turkish steel 
and other products, while threatening 
to stop delivery of the advanced F-35 
fighters.

The U.S. sanctions and threats are 
largely blamed for the deterioration of 
the Turkish economy, which has wit-
nessed the sharp depreciation of its 
currency since last year. Agencies

US imperialist, interventionist policies blamed for Mideast turmoil as US-Iran standoff escalates

NEW YORK

CHINA’S remarkable develop-
ment during the past decades has 
been done in a fair, reasonable 
way, and the United States should 
stop making China a “scapegoat” 
for its own problems of inequal-
ity, said a world-renowned U.S. 
expert.

“China has been playing by 
Western rules for the past 40 
years, gradually catching up the 
way that America’s Asian allies did 
in the past,” Jeffrey David Sachs, a 
senior UN advisor and director of 
the Center for Sustainable Devel-
opment at the New York-based 
Columbia University, wrote in an 
article published on CNN’s web-
site over the weekend.

But now the United States is try-
ing to stop China’s development 
by “changing the rules of interna-
tional trade abruptly and unilater-
ally,” which could “prove to be dis-
astrous for both the United States 
and the entire world,” noted the 
economics professor.

Titled “China is not the source 
of our economic problems -- cor-
porate greed is,” the article sum-
marizes China’s contemporary 
and modern history dating back 
to the 19th century, which Sachs 
said was dominated by “geopoliti-
cal setbacks and related econom-
ic failures.”

What China has done is merely 
trying to make up for its “lost 
time,” wrote Sachs, adding that “it 
is not doing anything particularly 
unusual for a country that is play-
ing catch up.”

More importantly, the sustaina-
ble-development expert elaborat-
ed, to blame China for the loss of 
domestic jobs in the United States 
simply ignored the huge benefits 
brought by bilateral trade.

“To accuse China of unfairness 
in this is wrong -- plenty of Ameri-
can companies have reaped the 
benefits of manufacturing in 
China or exporting goods there,” 
noted Sachs, adding that U.S. con-
sumers enjoy higher living stand-
ards as a result of China’s low-cost 

and increasingly high-quality 
products.

“A trade war with China won’t 
solve our economic problems,” 
he continued. Instead, the United 
States should let its own people 
“share the benefits of economic 
growth” in a way that “the win-
ners who benefit compensate the 
losers.”

It was not the first time that 
Sachs expressed such views. At a 
seminar jointly held by the China 

General Chamber of Commerce 
USA and the Standard Chartered 
Bank earlier this month in New 
York, Sachs, as a guest speaker, 
lauded China’s “catching up” in 
the past 40 years as the “fastest 
economic development in the his-
tory of the world,” which is based 
on “good economics” and some-
thing that the world should be 
happy about.

Accusing China of having 
“cheated its way” to rapid growth 

is “simply false” and a completely 
uneducated understanding of 
China’s development, the expert 
noted at the seminar. “China is ef-
fectively catching up, and it’s do-
ing it in a smart way, and it’s doing 
it in a normal way and it’s doing it 
in a peaceful rule-based way.”

The rhetoric of labeling China 
as an “enemy” of the United States 
got heated up recently, partly 
through some columns on several 
domestic publications by some 
writers who “probably have never 
been to China,” he continued in 
the speech.

Such a view is dangerous and 
should be resisted to prevent the 
general public from getting mis-
led, he stressed, adding that the 
U.S.-China bilateral ties cannot 
afford serious miscalculation as 
the two largest economies have a 
“decisive influence” on the future 
of the world.

“This is a very important time 
for China-U.S. relations, and we 
had better get this right,” Sachs 
said.              Xinhua

Renowned American scholar urges US to stop scapegoating China

Russia to rearm Soviet 
coastal defence system in 
Crimea with new missiles

MOSCOW

THE Research and Production Association of Machine-
Building (part of Tactical Missiles Corporation) has car-
ried out work to restore the Soviet underground coastal 
defense missile system ‘Utyos’ in Crimea and is consid-
ering rearming it with new missiles, Company CEO and 
Chief Designer Alexander Leonov told TASS yesterday.

“Now the point at issue is the possible rearming of this 
system with new types of missiles,” the chief executive 
said, replying to the corresponding question.

The company started restoring the Utyos underground 
coastal defense system in 2014 and “carried out uneasy 
work but, nonetheless, fulfilled the assigned task success-
fully and on time,” Leonov stressed.

“The successful launches after the repair and restora-
tion works showed that the system was ready to defend 
its sector of the Crimean coast,” the chief executive said.

The Utyos is a formidable weapon that can strike en-
emy surface forces at a range of up to 300km, he noted. 
“Cruisers, frigates, amphibious assault ships and missile 
boats - one missile will be enough to incapacitate any 
ship,” Leonov stressed.

The Utyos underground coastal defense missile system 
was built in Crimea during the Soviet period. It is armed 
with P-35 anti-ship missiles. 

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the di-
vision of the Black Sea Fleet, the Utyos turned out to be 
on the territory of Ukraine and during this period one 
battalion of this system fell into disuse while the second 
battalion was deactivated. The work to restore the system 
began after Crimea’s reintegration with Russia. Agencies

NAIROBI

THE first session of 
the UN-Habitat Assembly 
opened Monday in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi 
as participants gather to 
discuss ways of improv-
ing quality of life in cities 
and communities amid the 
rapid global urbanization.

The assembly, the 
world’s highest-level de-
cision-making body on 
sustainable human settle-
ments and urbanization, 
has “innovation for a bet-
ter quality of life in cities 
and communities” as its 
theme for its first session. 
It runs through May 31 and 
is expected to be attended 
by over 3,000 delegates, 
including four heads of 
state, over 40 ministers 
and high-level representa-
tives from 116 countries.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony on Monday, UN-
Habitat Executive Director 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, 
said that 70 percent of the 
world’s population is pro-
jected to live in urban ar-
eas by 2050, and this may 
pose challenges for some 
nations in providing basic 
services such as housing, 
transport, energy, em-
ployment, education, and 
health care.

She warned that the in-
creasing urbanization may 
also give rise to new devel-
opment problems, includ-
ing extreme poverty, social 
inequality, slum, gender-
based discrimination, hu-
manitarian crisis, climate 
change, high unemploy-
ment, among others.

“For this reason, I appeal 
strongly to position sus-
tainable urbanization at 
the center of development 
priorities, implement new 

urban agenda, strengthen 
the urban governance 
structure and institutions 
and adopt integrated sus-
tainable urban develop-
ment policies,” she told 
her audience.

“We need sustainable 
urbanization to ensure 
successful and long-term 
development. Therefore, 
understanding the trend 
in urbanization and how it 
will likely unfold is crucial 
for the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development,” 
she added.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said in a 
video message delivered to 
the assembly that the first 
session of the UN-Habitat 
Assembly seeks to discuss 
ways of improving quality 
of life in cities and commu-
nities.

He said that well-
planned and managed cit-
ies will lead to inclusive 
growth, sustainable and 
low-emission develop-
ment, while rapid and un-
planned urbanization gen-
erates severe problems, 
including pollution, crime, 
inequality, disease, vulner-
ability, disaster, lack of af-
fordable housing, among 
others.

He, however, said that 
the urbanization also pre-
sented “great opportuni-
ties” in that globally, 60 
percent of the urban infra-
structure needed by 2030 
is yet to be built.

At Monday’s opening 
ceremony, Martha Delga-
do Peralta, the Mexico gov-
ernment’s undersecretary 
for multilateral affairs and 
human rights, was elected 
to be president of the first 
session of the UN-Habitat 
Assembly.             Xinhua

UN holds first habitat 
assembly to address global 
urbanisation challenges

Britain’s Foreign Secretary Jeremy

JERUSALEM

PRIME Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu was quick to declare him-
self winner of last month’s Israeli 
election, but he now has until 
yesterday to appease an erstwhile 
ally, form a government and avoid 
a possible rematch.

The man at the center of the 
crisis in Netanyahu’s coalition-
building, former Defense Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman, is sticking to 
his guns in a stalemate over mili-

tary draft exemptions for Jewish 
seminary students.

The brinkmanship six weeks 
after the April 9 election poses 
another challenge to the decade-
long reign of the right-wing leader 
some Israelis have hailed as “King 
Bibi” and deepens political un-
certainty in a country riven with 
division.

Barring a breakthrough, Israel 
could hold a new election, with 
parliament already making initial 
moves toward a fresh poll and leg-

islators proposing September for 
the national vote.

Without the support of Lieber-
man’s far-right Yisrael Beitenu 
party, which has five seats in the 
120-member Knesset, Netanyahu 

cannot put together a majority 
government led by his Likud par-
ty. Under a deadline mandated 
by law, he has until 2100 GMT on 
Wednesday to announce a new 
administration.

Political commentators were 
hedging their bets.

“Netanyahu is a wounded ani-
mal. The man is fighting for his 
life, and we shouldn’t make light 
of his abilities,” columnist Yossi 
Verter wrote in the left-wing 
Haaretz daily on Tuesday.

Rivals had already smelled 
blood in the water when Israel’s 
attorney general said in February 
he intends to charge Netanyahu 
in three graft cases. Netanyahu 
has denied any wrongdoing, say-
ing he is the victim of a political 
witch-hunt.

But in the closely contested 
April election, Netanyahu - 
dubbed “crime minister” by his 
opponents - appeared on course 
for a fifth term as head of a right-
wing bloc.           Agencies

Netanyahu could face election rematch after ballot he said he won
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BLANTYRE

INCUMBENT President Peter Muth-
arika has been declared winner of the 
tightly contested presidential election 
while the opposition political parties 
claimed there were irregularities in 
the election.

Mutharika won with 38.57 percent 
of the votes against his closest rival 
Lazarus Chakwera, the country’s main 
opposition leader of the Malawi Con-
gress Party (MCP) who gained 35.41 
percent of the votes. Vice-President 
Saulos Chilima was third with 20.24 
percent of the votes.

Mutharika, 78, recorded a slight in-
crease in the number of votes won 
from 36.4 percent he got in 2014.

However, the elections were also 
tight in the parliamentary race with 
the governing Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP) winning 62 seats in the 
193-seat parliament while the main 
opposition party got 55 seats, with in-
dependents also getting 55 seats.

The United Transformation Move-
ment (UTM) of Vice-President Saulos 
Chilima only managed a paltry four 
parliamentary seats with three small 
political parties sharing 16 seats.

Initially, there were 10 presidential 
candidates but three were disqualified 
for various reasons, according to the 
electoral body.

The Malawi Electoral Commission 
(MEC) declared Mutharika winner for 
his second and last term in office after 
a high court threw out an injunction 
filed by the main opposition party on 
Saturday demanding that announce-
ment of election results for the presi-
dential election be suspended due to 
irregularities in some districts.

The party had also demanded for a 
vote recount.

The suspension of the announce-
ment of the results caused tension in 
the country with reports of violence 
mainly in the main opposition party 
strongholds. A number of people were 
arrested in the process, according to 
the police.

Rodney Jose, Inspector-General of 
the Police warned during a press brief-
ing on Monday that the police will 
not allow electoral-related violence 
and that investigations have been 
launched against the main opposition 
leader who had earlier issued a state-
ment that there will be bloodshed if 
he was not declared winner of the 
election.

The opposition political parties had 
raised complaints ranging from num-
ber of registered in some polling sta-
tions and the number of votes cast not 
tallying, the use of correction fluid to 
change results and the issue of some 
presiding officers going away with re-
sult sheets.

The electoral body acknowledged 
that it received a total of 147 com-
plaints from political parties but noted 
that all the complaints were resolved 
and was confident that the announced 
results reflect the will of voters.

“The commission has thoroughly 
reviewed all the complaints that were 
lodged for the presidential election 
and we declare the presidential elec-
tions to be free and fair and these re-
sults are the true reflection of the will 
of the people of Malawi,” Justice Jane 
Ansah said during a press briefing at 
the National Tallying Center.

She said the electoral body did eve-
rything possible to ensure that the 
election was transparency, credible 
and free and that all the issues raised 
by stakeholders were duly attended to.

According to her, the credibility of 
the election were attested by interna-
tional observers who commended the 
electoral body on the way it conduct-
ed the elections.

In their preliminary statements, 
the international observers, which 
include the Commonwealth Electoral 
Observer Mission, the European Un-
ion (EU) Electoral Observer Mission 
and the African Union (AU) Electoral 
Observer Mission all expressed delight 
over the manner the elections were 
managed despite a few challenges.

   Xinhua

KABUL, Afghanistan 

ATTACKS on schools in Afghanistan 
tripled in 2018, compared to the year 
before, in part because militants tar-
geted schools that were used as polling 
stations in the country’s October parlia-
mentary elections, the United Nations 
children’s agency said yesterday.

According to UNICEF, the number of 
attacks on schools went from 68 in 2017 
to 192 in 2018 — the first time attacks on 
schools had increased since 2015. The 
agency said one of the reasons for the 
spike was that schools were used as 
voter registration and polling centers 
in the elections.

UNICEF also said that Afghanistan’s 
conflict and deteriorating security 
situation left more than 1,000 schools 
closed last year and that half a million 
children were denied their right to edu-
cation.

“Education is under fire in Afghani-
stan,” said Henrietta Fore, UNICEF’s 
executive director. “The senseless at-
tacks on schools; the killing, injury and 
abduction of teachers; and the threats 
against education are destroying the 
hopes and dreams of an entire genera-
tion of children.”

 An estimated 3.7 million children be-
tween 7 and 17 years of age — nearly half 
of all school-aged children — are out of 
school in Afghanistan, UNICEF said.

Both the Taliban and the Islamic 
State group have targeted schools and 
education facilities across Afghanistan 
in the past. When they ruled the coun-
try, the Taliban — notorious for their 
repression of women — denied girls the 
right to education.

Last year’s October parliamentary 
elections were marred by violence and 
chaos, with 56 civilians killed, as well as 
at least 11 Afghan security forces. Also, 
more than 339 people were wounded 

in nearly 200 attacks on election day 
across the country — including many 
on polling centers. The voting took 
place against the backdrop of near-
daily attacks by the Taliban, who have 
seized about half the country and have 
repeatedly refused offers to negotiate 
with the Kabul government, even as 
they hold talks with the US.

    And just two months before the elec-
tions, an Islamic State suicide bomber 
killed 35 high school graduates in a 
Shi’ite neighborhood of Kabul as they 
sat for their university entrance exams. 
The dead were all teenagers.

In Tuesday’s press release, UNICEF 
added that worsening insecurity, high 
rates of poverty and persistent discrim-
ination against girls caused the rate of 
out-of-school children to increase last 
year for the first time since 2002.

“Girls account for 60% of children 
not in education,” it added.

Girls’ education is still frowned upon 
in much of the conservative Muslim 
country, and is banned in the steadily 
expanding areas controlled by the Tali-
ban, now estimated to hold sway over 
half the country.

 The UN agency said it was working 
with the government and other part-
ners to provide informal and acceler-
ated community-based education, in-
cluding running classes in community 
buildings and homes to help to reduce 
the risk of insecurity on the way to 
school.

UNICEF also called for an end to all 
attacks on schools and urged all war-
ring parties in Afghanistan to protect 
education during armed conflict.

   Agencies

UN agency: Attacks on schools 
in Afghanistan tripled in 2018

STAHLSTOWN

THE U.S. government’s latest 
move to blacklist Huawei has 
forced the Chinese telecom gi-
ant’s business partners in the 
United States to brace for mount-
ing uncertainty.

Among them is LHTC Broad-
band, a telecom company fo-
cused on the rural area of the U.S. 
state of Pennsylvania. It offers tel-
ephone, TV and Internet services 
to 7,000 rural locations, of which 
1,600 are served with Huawei 

gear.

“WE STILL HAVEN’T SEEN 
ANY PROOF”

What has perplexed LHTC CEO 
James Kail is that he has never 
seen an issue of security threat 
in Huawei equipment -- not only 
in the past few months in which 
such accusations have been heat-
ed up by the U.S. government, but 
also throughout the last five years 
of partnership with Huawei.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
on May 15 declared a national 

emergency over what he called 
threats to U.S. technologies. The 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
on the same day put Huawei and 
its affiliates on a blacklist, mean-
ing the sale and transfer of U.S. 
technologies to Huawei must be 
approved by the federal govern-
ment.

“We haven’t had any issue with 
the equipment itself, and on top 
of that, the pricing was very com-
petitive,” Kail told Xinhua, recall-
ing that it was a prudent business 
decision for LHTC to choose Hua-

wei as a supplier five years ago.
As of the end of 2018, 90 per-

cent of LHTC’s fiber-deploying 
project using Huawei solutions 
has completed, and the remain-
ing 10 percent is expected to fin-
ish by 2020.

“It’s been five years and we still 
haven’t seen any proof (of secu-
rity threats),” Kail said.

That said, the ban could deal a 
severe blow to LHTC, which has 
only 65 employees. To take out 
all the Huawei equipment, Kail 
said, “will be obviously a signifi-

cant hardship for a small com-
pany like us.”

A COSTLY & PROBLEMATIC 
BAN

According to Kail’s estimates, it 
will take LHTC about one year to 
completely replace the existing 
Huawei equipment if the com-
pany focuses solely on that. The 
cost is expected to total 400,000 
to 500,000 U.S. dollars, he add-
ed.

Apart from the replacement 
cost, what also concerns Kail is a 

potential sudden suspension of 
Huawei’s technical support once 
the restriction kicks in.

The Commerce Department 
last week granted a 90-day win-
dow for U.S. mobile phone com-
panies and broadband providers 
tied to Huawei “to make other ar-
rangements.”

“If we weren’t able to have any 
technical support for upgrades 
because Huawei was shut off, 
that would be another problem,” 
Kail said. He added that LHTC is 
closely monitoring the situation 

because of its investment in Hua-
wei and “the potential significant 
impact on our company.”

Noting that it has been a good 
partnership over the last five 
years that LHTC had with Hua-
wei, Kail said Huawei has been 
“very responsive” when prob-
lems occur.

In South Canaan town, a 
five-hour drive to the north-
east of Stahlstown, about 1,000 
residents are using LHTC ser-
vices supported solely by Huawei 
equipment.         Xinhua

No threat, only good partnership -- Huawei in eyes of US rural telecom carrier

CAPE TOWN

SOUTH African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa has signed into law the 
Carbon Tax Act (CTA) as a fresh bid to 
combat climate change, the National 
Treasury said on Monday.

The CTA, which comes into effect 
from June 1 this year, is designed to re-
duce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
in a sustainable, cost effective and af-
fordable manner, the Treasury said.

The Act gives effect to the polluter-
pays-principle for large emitters and 
helps to ensure that firms and con-
sumers take the negative adverse 
costs into account in their future pro-
duction, consumption and investment 
decisions, according to the Treasury.

Under the Act, firms are incentivized 
toward adopting cleaner technologies 
over the next decade and beyond.

The carbon tax will initially only 
apply to scope 1 emitters in the first 
phase. The first phase will be from 
June 1, 2019 to December 31, 2022, and 
the second phase from 2023 to 2030.

The design of the carbon tax also 
provides significant tax-free emission 
allowances ranging from 60 percent 
to 95 percent in the first phase.

A review of the impact of the tax 
will be conducted before the second 
phase, after at least three years of im-
plementation of the tax, and will take 
into account the progress made to re-
duce GHG emissions in line with South 
Africa’s NDC (Nationally Determined 
Contributions) commitments.

“Climate change represents one of 
the biggest challenges facing human 
kind,” the Treasury said.

South Africa has been criticized for 
its over dependence on coal.

Its climate target is not in line with 
the Paris Agreement due to the coun-
try’s heavy dependence on coal, ac-
cording to a G20 climate action report 
released late last year.

The report laments the country’s 
failure to introduce policies aimed at 
phasing out coal, as many other G20 
countries have done, as well as its de-
cision to build new coal power plants 
until 2024.

South Africa has the G20’s highest 
emissions intensity in the power sec-
tor due to its extensive reliance on 
coal for electricity generation, accord-
ing to Andrew Marquard of the Energy 
Research Center at the University of 
Cape Town.              Xinhua

South African 
president signs 
Carbon Tax 
Act into law to 
combat climate 
change

Mutharika declared winner 
of tight presidential election

GENEVA

PEOPLE in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK) are forced 
to pay bribes to officials to survive 
in their isolated country, where cor-
ruption is “endemic” and repression 
rife, the UN human rights office said 
yesterday in a report that Pyongyang 
dismissed as politically motivated. 

According to the report, officials 
extorted money from a population 
struggling to make ends meet, threat-
ening them with detention and pros-
ecution - particularly those working 
in the informal economy.

The DPRK rejected the report, say-
ing it was “politically motivated for 
sinister purposes”. 

“Such reports are nothing more 
than fabrication ... as they are always 
based on the so-called testimonies 
of ‘defectors’ who provide fabricated 
information to earn their living or are 

compelled to do so under duress or 
enticement,” its Geneva mission said 
in a statement to Reuters. 

The DPRK blames the dire humani-
tarian situation on UN sanctions im-
posed for its nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs since 2006. But, 
according to the report, the military 
receives priority funding amid “eco-
nomic mismanagement”. 

“I am concerned that the constant 
focus on the nuclear issue continues 
to divert attention from the terrible 
state of human rights for many mil-
lions of North Koreans,” Michelle 
Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, said in a statement. 

“The rights to food, health, shelter, 
work, freedom of movement and lib-
erty are universal and inalienable, but 
in North Korea they depend primarily 
on the ability of individuals to bribe 
State officials,” she said. 

The DPRK is also referred to as 

North Korea.
Four in 10 people in the DPRK, or 

10.1 million people, are chronically 
short of food and further cuts to al-
ready minimal rations are expected 
after the worst harvest in a decade, 
according to a UN assessment earlier 
this month. 

 “The threat of arrest, detention and 
prosecution provide State officials 
with a powerful means of extorting 
money from a population struggling 
to survive,” the UN rights office report 
reads. 

CASH OR CIGARETTES 
Bribery is “an everyday feature of 

people’s struggle to make ends meet”, 
reads the report, entitled “The price is 
rights”. It denounced what it called a 
“vicious cycle of deprivation, corrup-
tion and repression”. 

It is based on 214 interviews with 
DPRK “escapees”, mainly from the 

northeastern provinces of Ryanggang 
and North Hamgyong, bordering Chi-
na. They were the first to be cut from 
the public distribution system that 
collapsed in 1994, leading to a famine 
estimated to have killed up to 1 mil-
lion, according to the report. 

“As my father still had to work at a 
state firm that could no longer afford 
giving rations, we survived by sell-
ing taffy and liquor my mom made,” 
Ju Chan-yang, a 29-year-old defector, 
told a news conference hosted by the 
UN rights office in Seoul on Tuesday. 

Ju, who defected to the South in 
2011, said she also made a living by 
selling banned products from the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) and the US 
in the underground economy. Some-
times she had to bribe authorities. 

“If you get caught and don’t have 
bribes to pay, you could get executed, 
just like my relatives,” she said. 

   Agencies

People in DPRK survive by paying bribes - UN report

Justice Jane Ansah (C), chairperson of the electoral body, announces the results of the 
presidential election in Blantyre, Malawi, on Monday. Malawi’s incumbent President 
Peter Mutharika was on Monday declared winner of presidential election after polling 
38.57 percent of the votes, according to final official figures released by the electoral 
body. (Xinhua)

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN state borders should 
become more convenient for or-
dinary travelers but at the same 
time better protected from ter-
rorism and other threats, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin said in a 
congratulatory speech on the Bor-
der Guard Day, aired yesterday by 
the Rossiya-24 TV channel.

“Today, special requirements 
have been laid for the border 
guards service. Russia’s border is 
the world’s longest, and must be 
safely protected along its entire 
perimeter,” he said. “We should 
respond toughly to attempts by 

Russian borders should be more convenient for travelers, but safe from terrorists — Putin

international terrorists, smugglers 
and transnational crime groups to 
infiltrate our territory; detect and 
eliminate drug trafficking and ille-
gal migration channels. 

To that end, we need to use all our 
potential, including mobile and spe-
cial-purpose groups,” the Russian 
president said.

“It is important to develop border 
infrastructure and employ new-gen-
eration equipment which multiplies 
the efficiency of border protection,” 
he continued.

“At the same time, we should 
continue creating convenient infra-
structure for law-obedient civilians 
at our border crossings, to promote 
the development of integration pro-
cesses, as well as economic and hu-
manitarian ties on the Eurasian con-
tinent,” the Russian leader added.

The Border Guards Day is cel-
ebrated in Russia annually on May 
28. On that day in 1918, the Bolshe-
vik government has officially estab-
lished its border service. Agencies

In this April 5, 2017 photo, Afghan students attend school classes in an open air primary 
school on the outskirts of Kabul. (AP)

KAWASAKI 

A MAN carrying a knife in each hand 
and screaming “I will kill you!” attacked 
a group of schoolgirls and adults as he 
walked toward a school bus parked at 
a bus stop just outside Tokyo yesterday, 
killing two and injuring 16 before killing 
himself, officials said.

Most of the victims were elementary 
school girls who were lined up at a bus 
stop near Noborito Park in the city of 
Kawasaki when a man in his 50s began 
slashing them with knives. City officials, 
quoting police, said the suspect was cap-

tured but died from a self-inflicted cut to 
the neck.

Witnesses described a hellish scene: 
children and adults falling to the ground, 
some with their shirts soaked with blood; 
dozens of children running and scream-
ing for help, with their school bags and 
books scattered on the ground.

“I heard a scream so I stopped and 
turned around to see what happened. 
It was not a normal tone of voice,” said 
Yasuko Atsukata, adding that she then 
saw one person collapse, and then an-
other one. 

   Agencies

Knife-wielding man attacks 
schoolgirls in Japan, killing 2
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LOS ANGELES

DISNEY’s live-action “Aladdin” is flying 
high with an estimated $105 million in North 
America during the four-day Memorial Day 
holiday weekend. 

It’s the sixth-highest Memorial Day 
weekend total ever, topping the 2011 mark 
of $103.4 million for “The Hangover Part II.” 
The top total came in 2007, when “Pirates of 
the Caribbean: At World’s End” took in $139 
million in its first four days. “Aladdin” is also 
dominating moviegoing internationally with 
$121 million in 56 markets. 

“Aladdin” has outperformed Disney’s pre-
opening domestic projections, which were in 
the $75 million to $85 million range, taking in 
$86.1 million in its first three days. The reboot 
of the original 1992 animated movie — which 
generated $502 million in worldwide box 
office — stars Mena Massoud as Aladdin, Will 
Smith as the Genie, Naomi Scott as Jasmine 
and Marwan Kenzari as Jafar. Guy Ritchie 
directed “Aladdin,” produced by Dan Lin and 
Jonathan Eirich. 

Comscore’s PostTrak general audience 
survey found that 67% of patrons said they 
would “definitely recommend” the film to 
their friends. Notably, 39% said their affection 
for the original was their primary reason 
for seeing the film, a high percentage that 
reflects moviegoers’ love for the “Aladdin” 
brand and the characters in the film. 

“A very strong 22% said they would see the 
film again in theatres — much higher than 
the norm of 14%,” noted Paul Dergarabedian, 
Comscore’s senior media analyst. 

Comscore estimated that total domestic 
business for the four-day weekend was $226 
million. That was about $1.8 million shy of 
the total for the same frame last year, when 
“Solo: A Star Wars Story” launched with $103 
million. The top Memorial Day weekend 
took place in 2013 when “Fast and Furious 6” 

launched and North American moviegoing 
totaled $314 million for the four days. 

“A very solid Memorial Day weekend 
was led by the bigger-than-expected 
performance of Disney’s ‘Aladdin’ conjured 
up huge numbers of moviegoers looking 
for the perfect family-friendly treat over the 
extended holiday weekend,” he said. 

Sony’s launch of horror-thriller 
“Brightburn” should pull in about $9 million 
for the holiday weekend to finish fifth and 
United Artists-Annapurna’s teen comedy 
“Booksmart” will open in sixth at around $8 
million. Both were positioned as counter-
programmers to “Aladdin” and finished 
slightly below forecasts. 

Lionsgate’s second session of “John Wick: 
Chapter 3” should be runner-up with $30.5 
million following its surprisingly strong 
opening of $56.8 million. The actioner will 
wind up the holiday weekend with $107 
million domestically. 

Disney’s fifth frame of “Avengers: Endgame” 
will finish third in the $22 million range, 
increasing its haul to about $803 million 
domestically by the end of Memorial Day. 
“Endgame” trails only “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” in domestic gross, with the space 
saga having grossed $936 million. 

Warner Bros.’ third weekend of “Pokemon 
Detective Pikachu” will follow in fourth with 
about $17 million. The family adventure will 
finish the weekend at the $120 million mark 
in North America. 

Overall moviegoing for 2019 has hit $4.34 
billion as of Sunday, down 10% from the same 
point last year. The lag is due to a dismal 
performance during the first two months of 
this year. 

“Aladdin” is the third biggest launch of 2019, 
following the record-setting $357 million for 
“Avengers: Endgame” and $153 million for 
“Captain Marvel.”

               REUTERS

 

     

By  Correpondent Lloyd Elipokea

HERE on the home front, things have quietened down 
considerably on the domestic football patch following what can 
most fittingly be described as a landmark season in which our 
clubs and the Taifa Stars experienced a truly dramatic upturn 
in our fortunes.

Indeed, on the club football side of things, it was quite a 
heavenly and thrilling ride to observe all of the ups and downs 
of Simba SC as they pulled back many times from teetering 
dangerously on the edge of the precipice to slay seemingly 
countless giants en route to progressing to the quarterfinals of 
the CAF Champions League.

It should be noted here that the CAF Champions League can 
be termed most rightly as the ‘Holy Grail’ of continental club 
football.

However, without wishing to take anything away from Simba 
SC’s herculean labors this season in African club football’s most 
prized trophy, there can surely be no iota of doubt whatsoever 
regarding the biggest story in domestic football this season.

Yep, you guessed it. The football story which looms extremely 
large over our sports scene was doubtlessly the Taifa Stars’ 
heroic qualification for this year’s AFCON Finals in Egypt.

Indeed, this hugely admirable feat was such a historic 
milestone in our country’s rich football lore as it marked the first 
time that the Taifa Stars had qualified for the prestigious AFCON 
Finals since 1980.

Let us try to pick up lessons from 
FIFA Women’s, U-20 World Cups       

Phew! Indeed, merely the mention of the 
memories themselves of the gargantuan 
football developments just recounted are 
enough for this writer to be whisked away back 
to the recent past when millions of us had our 
hearts in our mouths wondering frighteningly 
if another chance to qualify for the continent’s 
premier tournament, the AFCON Finals, would 
sadly go a-begging.

Thankfully though, that was not the case 
as the Taifa Stars made certain of their 
involvement in this year’s AFCON Finals by 
hammering the Uganda Cranes 3-0 in the final 
and decisive tie of the AFCON Finals qualifiers.

Nonetheless, now that a peaceful lull has 
arisen on the domestic football landscape, it 
would serve us well if we could endeavor to 
keep our eyes and ears open so as to pick up 
any valuable lessons from the Women’s and 
ongoing FIFA U-20 World Cups.

Indeed, chief among some of the lessons 
which are there for the taking is the ability of 
football teams to remain calm and assured 
while they are on the receiving end of intensive 
pressure and dangerous attacking  forays.

Another lesson which should be eagerly 
reached for by not just our national team 

but our crème de la crème of domestic club 
football as well is the ever-constant reminder 
that a match lasts for ninety minutes.

Interestingly, this works both ways. Indeed, if 
for example, Mtibwa Sugar were trailing 4-0 in 
a league game at half-time, then it would be up 
to them to firstly nullify the deficit and then go 
about the task of winning the match outright.

Similarly, if by halftime, Yanga SC were 4-1 up 
against ASEC Mimosas in a CAF Cup tie, then 
it would be incumbent upon the Jangwani 
Streetbehemoths not to drop their guards and 
to recall, of course, that with the whole second 
half still left to play, a lot can happen in 45 
minutes.

I would like to hastily emphasize the fact 
that there are indisputably many, many more 
helpful lessons which our football stakeholders 
can draw from the ongoing showpiece event in 
order to quicken the pace of our biggest clubs 
as they strive relentlessly every season to make 
an impact on the world football map.

Today’s commentary was, after all, only 
intended to hopefully remind the football 
powers that-be that a lot can be gained from 
being on the sidelines of coveted tournaments 
like the U-20 and Women’s World Cups.

Kilimanjaro Queens players attend training in Bujumbura, Burundi to shape up for the CECAFA Senior Women Challenge Cup, which was played in the country recently.Box Office: ‘Aladdin’ taking flight 
with $105 million in North America

PARIS

SERENA Williams says Nike has learned 
from its mistake after the sporstwear giant 
changed its policy having faced criticism for 
freezing sponsorship payments to several 
pregnant athletes. 

Nike said on Friday that it would waive 
performance-pay reductions for 12 months 
for athletes who have a baby and said it could 
do more. 

Sponsorship agreements with athletes 
typically include clauses that reduce 
payments if they do not reach performance-
based targets. 

“I understand that Nike has been really 
lately supporting women a lot, and it started 
with making a statement with me, and they 
said they want to make a change,” Williams 
told reporters after she overcame a wobbly 
start to beat Russia’s Vitalia Diatchenko 2-6 
6-1 6-0 in the French Open first round. 

“They want to support women that want to 
have families and that want to be moms. I’m 
glad that statement was made, and I know 
that therefore and going forward, they’re 
doing better. 

“That’s what it’s about. It’s about learning 
from mistakes and doing better,” added 

Williams, one of Nike’s leading athletes. 
The New York Times reported that 

Williams’s sponsorship deal was kept intact 
during her pregnancy which, according to 
the 23-times Grand Slam singles champion, 
was already proof of their support of 
pregnant women. 

“I feel like as time goes on, as technology 
changes and as, you know, the world changes, 
people realise that we have to change our 
policies,” the American added. 

“We have to look at old policies and change 
them. And I think that Nike wanted to do 
that, and they started doing that. 

“And so I think they made a really bold 
statement by doing that with me, and I think 
they’re going to — I know, actually, that they’re 
going to continue to make that statement.” 

SHAKY START 
Williams is no stranger to making 

statements and on Monday she entered Court 
Philippe Chatrier wearing an outfit marked 
with four French words: Mere, Championne, 
Reine, Deesse (Mother, Champion, Queen, 
Goddess). 

It was her arm that did the talking, however, 
after a shaky start. 

Nike learned from their pregnancy 
mistake, says Serena Williams 

Cast members Naomi Scott and Will Smith attend the premiere of “Aladdin” at El Capitan theatre in Los 
Angeles, California, U.S. May 21, 2019.

LOS ANGELES

AMERICAN boxing great Sugar Ray 
Leonard says that while the sport may 
not be the national obsession it was 
during his prime, it is still healthy, an 
assertion disputed by longtime rival-
turned-friend Roberto Duran. 

In a joint interview to promote a 
new film on the Panamanian’s career, 
entitled “I Am Duran”, the former 
enemies traded barbs - and laughs 
- about the state of the sport as well 
as the nature of their historic battles 
which captivated the sporting world 
in the 1980s. 

“Boxing is not dead like some say 
it is,” said Leonard, who lost his WBC 
Welterweight title to Duran in the 
“Brawl in Montreal” in 1980 before 
winning it back in an infamous 
rematch later that same year. 

“But the sport itself has to fix itself. 
Don’t just say you’re the best - show 
the people or the fans that you are the 
best by fighting the best and let them 
be the judge,” he told Reuters. 

Duran, 67, made it clear he did not 
think much of the current crop of 
fighters. 

“No respect,” he said through an 
interpreter when asked about the 
personalities who populate the ring 
today, such as heavyweight world 
champion Anthony Joshua and WBC 
heavyweight titleholder Deontay 
Wilder. 

“We were born in the time period of 
the real fighters,” he said. 

“If you compare today’s boxers to 
the boxers like us from back in those 
days, these guys would have never 
won.” 

Duran, who fought his way out 
of poverty to become an icon in his 
native Panama, said he did, however, 
like Mexican Saul “Canelo” Alvarez, 
who currently holds three of the four 
middleweight titles. 

“I admire the Mexican kid who 
obviously is doing very well. I always 

think that Americans are the ones 
making the big bucks here in this 
sport,” he said. 

“However, we have Canelo now. 
He’s not only a Mexican but he’s also 
a Latino who’s doing really well and 
making a lot of money.” 

‘WHO HIT THE HARDEST?’ 
Leonard said Duran, whose 

relentless, aggressive fighting style 
and punishing punches earned him 
an astounding 103-16 career record, is 
among the best he ever faced. 

“People ask me that all the time, who 
hit you the hardest?” Leonard said. 

“And a lot of times I say Roberto 
Duran because Duran hit me so hard 
— and so many times in so many illegal 
places — that it felt like a few people 
in the ring,” he said, flashing his 
trademark smile. 

“He was so quick and so elusive. Just 
an amazing, amazing champion.” 

Leonard, who won 36 and drew 
one of his 40 fights, said he lost the 
first meeting with Duran, a 15-round 
unanimous decision, in part because 
he chose to stand toe to toe with Duran 
instead of relying on his superior 
speed. 

Leonard has said he wanted to hurt 
Duran after he made disparaging 
remarks about Leonard’s wife in the 
lead up to the fight, the only fight 
Leonard said he ever went into angry. 

The two would face off in a rematch 
later that year in a fight dubbed “No 
Mas” after Duran shocked the world 
by quitting midway through the eighth 
round. 

Leonard successfully changed 
his tactics in the rematch, moving 
constantly and taunting Duran in ways 

that unnerved the champion. 
Duran said he was forced to stop 

fighting due to overwhelming muscle 
pain that he said was connected to the 
rapid weight loss he went through to 
make the weight for the rematch. 

Duran, who is known for his acerbic 
wit and love of a good time, had packed 
on the pounds while celebrating his 
win over Leonard. 

But time heals all wounds and 
Leonard says he is happy to call him 
a friend, even if it took some getting 
used to. 

“It seems so surreal when I see him 
because the first thing I want to do is 
do this,” said Leonard, putting up his 
fists. 

“But in all sincerity, I love this guy. 
This guy made me the fighter I am 
today.” 

              REUTERS

Sugar Ray says boxing not dead, rival Duran not so sure 
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MADRID

SOARING demand for a place to 
sleep in Madrid over the weekend 
of the Champions League final be-
tween two English clubs has sent 
prices rocketing to levels some fans 
say are so high authorities should 
step in. 

Prices listed have jumped for sim-
ple bunk beds in hostels as well as 
luxury suites as Liverpool and Tot-
tenham Hotspur face off on June 1 
in the Champion’s League, with the 
first all-England final in more than 
a decade prompting a stampede of 
fan demand. 

“It is time to stop cashing in on fan 
loyalty. We’re calling for consumer 
protection measures to halt prices 
being forced up exponentially, and 
to stop the practice of repricing ex-
isting deals,” Joe Blott, chairman of 
the Spirit of Shankly unofficial Liver-
pool fan club. 

At one end of the spectrum, the 
five-star hotel VP Plaza Espana is 
offering a presidential suite with 
butler service and use of a fleet of 
luxury cars for 30,000 euros, more 
than 10 times the price for the room 
alone. It includes VIP access to the 

stadium. 
“There are certain periods in the 

year in Madrid that prices rise sig-
nificantly because there is a lot of 
demand, and this is one of those 
moments,” said the hotel’s market-
ing manager Laura Granados. 

Many fans understood that high 
demand and limited supply would 
mean hiked bed costs, said Katrina 
Law from the Tottenham Hotspur 
Supporters’ Trust, but she also 
called for some consumer rights 
protection. 

“Football fans are being exploit-
ed,” Law said. 

Booking websites, and even some 
hostel websites, showed prices go-
ing up to hundreds of euros for a 
simple bunk bed. 

But some of the price hikes were 
due to booking systems collapsing 
due to huge demand, said Manuel 
Rodriguez, the manager of the Open 
Hostel Madrid near the central Plaza 
del Rey. 

Travel website Booking.com, and 
the hostel’s own website, listed a 
single bunk bed in a four-bed fe-
male dormitory room at that hostel 
for 500 euros ($560), a Reuters re-
porter saw.            REUTERS 

Madrid Champions League 
rush: fans slam price rises

United may wait 5 years 
for title challenge - Neville

LONDON

FORMER Manchester United cap-
tain Gary Neville is prepared to wait 
for his old club to challenge for top 
trophies as long as Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer returns the right “principles” to 
Old Trafford.

United have not won the Premier 
League title since Sir Alex Ferguson 
retired in 2013, but Neville said he is 
happy to wait five years for another 
one as long as Solskjaer can get the 
club back on track by playing the 
right style of football and promoting 
young players to the first team.

“As long as the principles are right, 
play good football, bring the right 
players through, try and win as best 
you can, don’t give in, good attitude; 
for me I can wait for two, three, four, 
five years for the club to be success-
ful -- it isn’t a problem for me,” Neville 
said. “I lived through 20 years as a fan 
when I was growing up where the 
club wasn’t successful.

“I’m not in a rush I just want to see 
the right things happen and with Ole 
here as a coach there’s an opportu-
nity for that to happen.”

Solskjaer is set to embark on a 
summer overhaul of his squad which 
could include as many as five new 
signings. Sources have told ESPN 
FC that young British players like 
Swansea winger Daniel James, New-
castle midfielder Sean Longstaff and 
Crystal Palace full-back Aaron Wan-
Bissaka are all on the list of potential 
targets and Neville has backed the 
Norwegian’s strategy after Jose Mour-
inho’s preference of spending heavily 

on more experienced stars.
“The club have always signed 

young, emerging British talent and I 
don’t think that should change,” Nev-
ille said. “It would seem to me that 
the club would like to go back down 
that route. “I’m encouraged by the 
fact the club are giving opportunities 
to young players, even in these times 
because for me that’s something 
that’s part of Manchester United’s his-
tory -- it’s what Manchester United is.

“You just have to sign the right play-
ers and give them the platform to 
perform and the belief and opportu-
nity. I’m not in a rush with Manches-
ter United, I don’t have to see them be 
successful in the next 10 minutes.”

After finishing sixth last season, 
United are facing a critical transfer 
window as they look to return to the 
Champions League in 12 months’ 
time. It is also a vital summer for Sol-
skjaer, who has come under pressure 
following a run of results to end the 
campaign which included eights de-
feats from the final 12 games.

The 46-year-old, who signed a 
three-year contract in March, got 
a warm reception from the 61,000 
fans who turned up at Old Trafford 
to watch the Treble reunion game on 
Sunday and Neville has backed his 
former teammate as the right man 
for the job.

“People are a lot happier because 
they’ve got somebody at the helm 
who they know will love the club, 
and they know he will always think of 
the club in the right way,” Neville said. 
“This summer obviously is a big one.

  (AGENCIES)

Neymar stripped of Brazil 
national team captaincy

 RIO DE JANEIRO

BRAZILIAN star Neymar has lost 
his national team’s captaincy for 
this summer’s Copa America to 
veteran Dani Alves.

Brazil’s football confederation, 
CBF, said in a statement Monday 
that the 36-year-old defender 
-- also a teammate of Neymar’s 
with Paris Saint-Germain -- will 
start wearing the armband in the 
friendly against Qatar on June 5 in 
Brasilia.

The 27-year-old Neymar has 
been Brazil’s captain since its elim-
ination in the World Cup quar-
terfinals against Belgium in 2018. 
Marcelo was the captain for that 
tournament, during which Dani 
Alves was injured.

The CBF said Brazil coach Tite 
informed Neymar of his decision 
on Saturday, the day the PSG strik-
er arrived at the national team’s 
training ground outside Rio de Ja-
neiro.

Tite’s decision comes after Ney-
mar’s altercation with a fan at the 

French Cup final on April 27 and 
a Champions League suspension 
for insulting a match official after 
PSG’s defeat to Manchester United.

Tite said last week that he 
planned to speak to Neymar about 
his behavior.

“Neymar made a mistake, which 
was his fault,” Tite said. “I will 
speak with Neymar about it. I will 
speak with him about manners. I 
will speak with Neymar as the Bra-
zil coach, but also as a human be-
ing. It will be about manners and 
principles.

“The most important thing is to 
have an exchange with Neymar, as 
I did with Douglas Costa (when the 
Juventus player was involved in a 
spitting incident). Any problems 
regarding a player’s behavior will 
be treated as a matter of educa-
tion.”

The Copa America will be played 
in Brazil between June 14 and July 
7. Brazil are in Group A with Boliv-
ia, Venezuela and Peru.

  (AGENCIES)

BAKU

WHEN Chelsea meet Arsenal in the Europa 
League final on the shores of the Caspian Sea 
today, it might be coach Maurizio Sarri’s last 
match in charge despite what appears as a 
solid first year at Stamford Bridge. 

Under the Italian, Chelsea have qualified 
for the Champions League next season and 
reached the final of the domestic League Cup 
before losing in a penalty shootout against 
Manchester City. 

By contrast Arsenal, under Unai Emery in 
his first season in London, missed out on the 
four Champions League spots on offer in the 
Premier League after a late slump in form. 

The Gunners must now beat their city rivals 
in the Olympic Stadium in Azerbaijan’s capital 
Baku to squeeze into Europe’s premier com-
petition.  Yet it is Sarri who seems to be on the 
shakier ground, not least because of Chelsea’s 
record of hiring and firing managers – a dozen, 
including interim coaches, have come and 
gone since Russian oligarch Roman Abramov-
ich bought the club in 2003. 

Arsenal, by contrast, gave former manager 
Arsene Wenger 22 years in the job before he 
made way for Emery. 

Furthermore, Chelsea’s third-place in the 
Premier league table might look impressive, 
but they finished 25 points behind runners-up 
Liverpool and were thankful that Tottenham 
Hotspur and Manchester United, along with 
Arsenal, stumbled badly. 

Some Chelsea fans have been very direct in 
their criticisms of Sarri’s tactics and have made 
it clear to the club’s hierarchy who they would 
prefer in the dugout next season by chanting 
the name of former midfield hero Frank Lam-
pard.  In his first season as a coach, Lampard 
has steered Derby County to Monday’s sec-
ond-tier playoff final against Aston Villa for a 
place in the Premier League. 

‘ARE THEY HAPPY WITH ME?’ 
Sarri, who has been linked with the vacant 

coach’s position at Juventus, acknowledged 
the uncertainty surrounding his future in the 
run-up to the trip to Baku. 

“I have to speak with my club after the final. 
I want to know if they are happy with me or 
not,” he said.  “I think we had a good season 
with a lot of problems, of course. We lost two 
or three matches very badly but we had a good 
season in the end.” 

Sarri appeared to be on the ropes in Febru-

ary when Chelsea were thrashed 6-0 in the 
Premier League by Manchester City, not long 
after a 4-0 drubbing by Bournemouth. 

But Chelsea stabilised while Arsenal went 
on a miserable run of form late in the season, 
costing them the chance of leap-frogging bitter 
rivals Spurs into fourth place. 

Arsenal’s strike force of Pierre-Emerick Au-
bameyang and Alexandre Lacazette will fancy 
their chances against Chelsea’s often shaky 
defence, which will be missing the injured 
Toni Rudiger.  Defensive midfielder N’Golo 
Kante is expected to be fit for selection after a 
hamstring injury but England’s Ruben Loftus-
Cheek and Callum Hudson-Odoi are out of 
Chelsea contention with Achilles tendon inju-
ries. 

The Gunners’ back line proved to be their 
own weak link during their domestic season, 
giving Eden Hazard a chance to shine on what 
many Chelsea fans fear will be his last appear-
ance for the Blues. He is expected to move to 
Real Madrid in the summer. 

Arsenal will also suffer from the absence of 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan who decided not to travel 
to Baku because of concerns over his safety 

in Azerbaijan, which has a long-running and 
sometimes bloody dispute with Mkhitaryan’s 
native Armenia. 

The absence of Mkhitaryan has added to 
the resentment among Arsenal fans at the 
prospect of a 5,000-mile round trip to the 
Caucasus for a match against another London 
team. UEFA has defended the decision, saying 
it chose the venue two years ago. 

The final gives Emery a chance to win the 
Europa League for a fourth time having led Se-
villa to glory in the competition for three years 
in a row between 2014 and 2016. By contrast, 
Sarri has yet to win a major title as a coach. 

Meanwhile, Eden Hazard has said that victo-
ry in Wednesday’s Europa League final against 
Arsenal would be a fitting way to bring the cur-
tains down on his Chelsea career. 

The Belgian international, who is a target 
for Real Madrid, will enter the final year of his 
Chelsea contract next season and has refused 
to sign an extension, meaning the London club 
could lose him for free if they do not sell him 
this year.  “That would be good, that would be 
a nice last trophy,” Hazard told reporters on 
Monday. “If it is my last game, I hope to bring 

the trophy.”  “It is a European competition, so 
for me, for the club, for the manager, for the 
fans, it is something important. 

“When you play a final, it does not matter 
whether it is the Champions League, Europa 
League or League Cup, you just want to win, 
you just want to bring the trophy home and 
celebrate that.” 

Hazard has won two Premier League titles, 
one FA Cup, one League Cup as well as the Eu-
ropa League since joining Chelsea from Lille in 
2012.  He scored 16 goals and created another 
15 in the Premier League this season as Chel-
sea finished third in the table and said he was 
fully focused on the final despite the specula-
tion over his future. 

“At the moment, nothing has happened, 
so I can’t say anything. It’s in the hands of the 
clubs,” he said. “But I can put it aside. I have 
done it during a full season right now, and I 
have played reasonably well. 

“So I stay in that mode: just thinking about 
football. After the final, we will see what hap-
pens.” 

   REUTERS

Sarri on shaky ground as Chelsea 
challenge Arsenal for European glory 

Arsenal’s key to winning Europa League: BFFs Lacazette and Aubameyang 

By Julien Laurens, ESPN France writer 

THE pair had been rivals for many years. First 
competing for the Ligue 1 Golden Boot award, but 
also for a few seasons as part of one of the biggest 
derbies in French football, Lyon vs. Saint-Etienne. 
It was Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang vs. Alexandre 
Lacazette or Lacazette vs. Aubameyang. 

Opponents first and foremost, but also nice to 
each other when together off the pitch.

“There has always been a lot of respect between 
us,” Lacazette said.

After all those years of playing against each other, 
they are finally playing for each other at Arsenal -- 
and they are a large reason why the Gunners are 
preparing for the Europa League final in Baku on 
Wednesday night. 

This season, Unai Emery has found the right way 
to make them perform up front together. At the 
start of the campaign, the manager was keen for 
the Gabon international to play wide on the left, 
with the Frenchman on his own up front. Little by 
little, Emery has worked things out to find the right 
tactical structure that allows them to line up next to 
each other in and around the box.

Emery’s 3-4-1-2 formation became really efficient 
at the turn of the year. Since Jan. 1, Lacazette has 
11 goals and five assists in all competitions, with 
16 goals and four assists for Aubameyang over the 
same span.  In total, they have 50 goals in all com-
petitions between them. When Arsenal faced their 
toughest opponents -- Napoli in the quarterfinals 
and Valencia in the semifinals -- the duo virtually 
knocked both sides out by themselves.

“It was just a matter of time. They clicked as soon 
as they met in the dressing room 19 months ago. 
They get on so well together in their social lives that 
it was just a matter of time before it spilled over 
onto the pitch,” Laurent Koscielny, the club’s cap-
tain who has seen the partnership blossoms, told 
ESPN.

The off-field element is crucial to their partner-
ship, as well. Being around those two is a joy. You 
can hear them laugh from afar at each other’s jokes 
... or at each other’s expense. They are always plan-
ning things or cracking jokes. 

Their amusing celebration at Mestalla against Va-
lencia during the Europa League semifinal second 
leg was prepared before the match. The atmos-
phere was hot in the stadium and they could not 
wait to cool it down with a goal. 

So once they scored, they pretended to be chilly 
on the pitch like if they had put the air con on!

 Maurizio Sarri

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

“They are always laughing,” said Mat-
teo Guendouzi, a midfielder they’ve both 
taken under their wings. “You can see 
how natural their relationship is. They 
are great friends off the pitch and un-
derstand each other so well on the pitch. 
They complement each other well.”

Lacazette is the one who likes drop-
ping deeper and taking part in the build-
up play. He has all the attributes to be a 

second striker. Aubameyang likes to run 
in behind, playing on the shoulder of the 
last defender.

At 27, Lacazette is a bit younger (Au-
bameyang will turn 30 next month), and 
Lacazette also is a bit shorter (5-foot-7 
versus 6-foot-1), but he can do things with 
the ball that Aubameyang can’t. 

They now find each other on the pitch 
with their eyes virtually closed, as we 

saw against Valencia. Of Lacazette’s 11 
this season in all competitions, five have 
been for his strike partner. Going the 
other way, Aubameyang has set up three 
goals for his best friend at Arsenal.

Their rapport extends to social media 
too: Most of Aubameyang’s recent posts 
on Instagram contain Lacazette! Al-
though they don’t mix too much of their 
private lives, they are inseparable when-
ever they’re on Arsenal duty. They’re 
never far from each other on the plane, 
at the hotel or in the dressing room.

“It’s like they are two brothers,” Guen-
douzi said. 

“They are perfect for each other. They 
tease people a lot, they are always in 
good spirits and they bring so much to 
the team with their attitude. They also 
deliver on the pitch, as well.”

With Wednesday’s Europa League fi-
nal, the pair are one step from greatness 
and achieving something that some of 
the greatest strike partnerships in Arse-
nal history, like Thierry Henry and Den-
nis Bergkamp, failed to do: bring back a 
European trophy to North London.

“It has been too long since 1994,” said 
Lacazette, referencing the year Arsenal 
won their last -- and only -- major trophy 
outside England. “We want it to be our 
turn now, and we both want to help the 
team [get there].”

Arsenal’s strike duo have forged a superb partnership after playing head-to-head for so long 
in France. It’s the reason why the Gunners will fancy winning the Europa League too.  (Agencies)
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Azam FC clobbers Yanga     
By Guardian Reporter

AZAM FC has ended this season’s Mainland 
Premier League impressively after cruising to a 
2-0 win over Yanga at the National Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday. 

Center back Daniel Amoah put Azam FC 1-0 
up on the 43rd minute, making the most of a 
goalmouth melee. They led by the lone goal at 
the end of the period.

Midfielder Mudathir Yahya made it 2-0 for 
Azam FC on the 50th minute, dribbling past 
two of the opponents’ defenders and slotting in 
from within the box.

Yanga goalkeeper Ramadhan Kabwili made 
a crucial save on the 61st minute, frustrating 
Azam striker Donald Ngoma that had been re-
leased within the area.

Keeper Razak Abalora had to parry away an 
in swinging cross from the left side on the 70th 
minute to foil an attempt by Yanga to reduce the 
deficit.

Yanga had earlier wasted a good opportunity 
as forward Amissi Tambwe whipped in a cross, 
only to see fellow striker fail to get on the end 
of the assist and left Azam defenders easily frus-
trate the move.

The Azam keeper again made a good save 
on the 76th minute, punching Yanga defend-
er Mwinyi Haji’s low cross from the left side. 
Whipped

Tambwe shot over from within the box two 
minutes later, wasting a good assist by Kelvin 
Yondani.  

The striker then executed a weak left foot 
shot from close range that hardly troubled Aba-
lora.

Yanga central defender Abdallah Haji went 
for a timely challenge to frustrate Azam forward 
Aubrey Chirwa that had raced into the former’s 
box six min from the final whistle.

Azam defenders stood firm to foil their op-

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Azam FC midfielder, Iddi Kipagwile (L), attempts to get the better of Yanga midfielder, Kamusoko, in a recent Mainland Premier  League duel, which 
took place in Dar es Salaam.

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA soccer fans seeking to travel to 
Egypt to watch the senior national team, Tai-
fa Stars, battle out in group stage matches of 
the Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) finals next 
month should book their tickets now to avoid 
last minute commotion.

Travel Link Limited’s manager, Ephraim 
Mtuya, said after the Tanzania Football Feder-
ation (TFF) had appointed the firm as official 
travel agents for the country’s AFCON entou-
rage travel arrangements, they are now focus-
ing on logistics.

“We have three packages which include 
a return air-ticket, hotel room and entrance 
to football pitches where matches will be 
played,” Mtuya noted.

“There are limited places available so we 
urge soccer lovers who want to go to Egypt to 
book now for their places.”

The three packages start from U$ 1,014 for 

those wishing to watch a single group stage 
match, U$ 1,170 for two group stage matches 
and U$ 1,300 for 10 days when Taifa Stars will 

finish their group stage three matches.
Mtuya said the company is not responsible 

for organizing Taifa Stars travel arrangements 

as TFF and Ministry of Information, Culture, 
Arts and Sports are handling the task.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam last week, Minis-
ter for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, 
Harrison Mwakyembe, urged soccer fans to 
raise money and travel to Egypt to cheer the 
national team which last qualified to AFCON 
finals over three decades ago.

“For those who can afford, I urge them to 
travel to Egypt and cheer up our boys who 
I am sure will perform wonders this time 
around,” Mwakyembe said.

The minister maintained that Emmanuel 
Amunike’s charges will play hearts out to 
shock the football world.

Taifa Stars are in Group C of the showpiece 
with Algeria, Senegal and East African rivals 
Kenya.

The Tanzania side are due to start their 
campaign with Senegal on June 23 and then 
battle Kenya in their second group game four 
days later before facing Algeria on July 1.

Company urges soccer fans heading for AFCON finals to book space  

ponents’ attacks during the closing stages 
of the match, as the latter sought to end the 
match with respectable results. 

It in the end became a sweet revenge for 
Azam given the squad suffered 1-0 defeat to 
Yanga in the league’s opening phase game, 
which took place at the Uhuru Stadium in 
the city. 

Champions Simba settled for a 0-0 draw 
with Mtibwa Sugar at the latter’s venue Jam-
huri  in Morogoro the same day.

It was an end to end affair in both peri-

ods, in which the squads launched several 
attacks but were let down by poor finishing.

The rest of the league’s matches took 
place across the country the same day, with 
six clubs fighting to maintain their place in 
the next season’s league.

Stand United have joined bottom-placed 
African Lyon of Dar es Salaam to demotion 
to Firs Division League (FDL), given the for-
mer lost 2-0 to Dar es Salaam’s JKT Tanza-
nia in the city.

The loss saw the Shinyanga squad end 

in the 19th position, which leaves them facing 
automatic relegation to the second tier. Kagera 
Sugar and Mwadui FC will play in the play-offs 
with FDL clubs, Geita Gold FC and Pamba, 
who excelled in the other play offs that in-
volved other clubs in the competition.

Mbeya’s Prisons, Alliance FC, JKT Tanzania, 
Mbao FC, Ruvu Shooting, Singida United and 
Biashara United have escaped relegation as 
they, with the exception of Mbao FC who drew 
1-1 with Kagera Sugar, won their respective last 
duels in the day.

Castle Lager Brand Ambassador, Ivo Mapunda, speaks to Four Ways and Girls Queens soccer teams’ players in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The squads are 
preparing for the forthcoming Africa’s biggest 5-a-side tournament, which is to be held in the city. PHOTO: GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT

DURBAN

ESWATINI forward Fe-
lix Badenhorst became 
the joint leading goal-
scorer in the history of 
the COSAFA Cup on Mon-
day, but could not guide 
his side to victory as they 
played to a 2-2 draw with 
Comoros Islands at the 
King Zwelithini Stadium.

Badenhorst scored his 
eighth goal in the CO-
SAFA Cup to draw level 
with Zimbabwe legend 
Peter Ndlovu, and also 
struck the post in what 
ultimately proved a frus-
trating evening.

Eswatini have now 
completed their two 
pool matches and have 
two points to show for 
their efforts. It means vic-
tory for either Mauritius 
or Comoros in the final 
pool match on Wednes-
day will see them top the 
group.

Sabelo Ndzinisa netted 
the opener for Eswatini 
on Monday, while Boina 
Bacar Raidou and Yous-
souf Ibroihim found the 
back of the net for Co-
moros in another lively 
encounter in this year’s 
competition.

Ndzinisa had an excel-
lent chance to break the 
deadlock inside two min-
utes when he had a free 
header at the back post, 
but the man in the dis-
tinctive rugby skullcap 
could only steer the ball 
wide.

Comoros were given 
another warning shortly 
afterwards when the usu-
ally accurate Felix Baden-
horst headed beyond the 
far post when he had the 
whole goal to aim at from 

another free header.
The islanders were 

offering little going for-
ward, but did create a 
headed chance for Fasoi-
ha Goula Soilihi, but his 
effort was weak  and easy 
for Eswatini goalkeeper 
Sandanezwe Mathabela.   

The deadlock was bro-
ken on 32 minutes as 
Ndzinisa picked up a su-
perb cross-field ball and 
worked his way into the 
box before blasting into 
the back of the net.

Eswatini looked in to-
tal control at the time, 
but allowed Comoros 
to find an equaliser as 
Raidou picked up the ball 
30-yards from goal and 
rifled in a superb long-
range effort.

Eswatini were back 
in front five minutes 
into the second period 
as their chief goal scor-
ing threat Badenhorst 
smashed the ball home 
from just inside the box 
for his record-equaling 
goal. 

But again the side 
could not hold onto the 
lead and within three 
minutes Comoros were 
level again, a neat turn 
and shot in the box from 
Youssouf Ibroihim was 
too much for Mathabela.

Badenhorst headed 
wide shortly afterwards, 
and later smashed the 
ball against the post with 
a low drive that easily 
beat the goalkeeper.   

The non-stop action 
continues on Tuesday 
with two matches in 
Group B, including a 
crunch clash between 
Namibia and Malawi 
(kick-off 17h30 local; 
15h30 GMT).  

Comoros post draw with 

Eswatini in COSAFA Cup

Officials from Travel Link Company and Ministry of Information, Culture, Arts and Sports speak to the 
press during the unveiling of the Dar es Salaam-based company as official 2019 AFCON agent in the city 
last week. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TRAVEL LINK


