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Police vow to eradicate 
crime in Lake Victoria
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government has identified corrupt 
practices relating to the promotion of 
teachers and directed the Teachers Service 
Commission (TSC) to clear the matter 
urgently. 

Gerald Mweli, the permanent secretary 
in the President’s Office (Regional 
Administration and Local Governments) 
(PO-RALG) directed that an assessment be 
conducted as to the number of teachers 
qualified for promotion and how the matter 
was handled.

He was addressing senior officials of 

the PO-RALG Department of Education 
present at an opening ceremony for a 
teacher training seminar here yesterday.

He castigated the demand for 50,000/- 
in bribes extorted from teachers so that 
their names are listed for promotion. 
“What I want to see is justice being meted 
out,” he stated.

He described bribery as an enemy of 
justice that should not be entertained, 
urging them to send names of qualified 
teachers for promotion consideration. 

“I beseech you to put aside bribes in 
teachers’ promotions,” he implored, 
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By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

CLIMATE shocks, mainly the rapid rise of 
Lake Tanganyika, caused unprecedented 
internal migration in Burundi in recent 
years, a global NGO says.

Save the Children, a UK-based charity 
says that floods, storms and landslides 
led to a new displacement crisis in the 
region where at least 103,305 people were 
dislodged due to effects of climate change.

In a statement released over the 
weekend, it said that Burundi is among the 
20 countries most vulnerable to climate 
change. It has the most people living along 
the shores of Lake Tanganyika among the 
four countries bordering it, it stated.  

Bernard Sindayihebura, an environment 
management professor at the University of 
Burundi, said that the 

lake — Africa’s second-largest — rose 
to 776.4 metres above sea level in April 
compared to the normal average of 772.7 
metres, due to storms, flooding and 
landslides.  

Numerous homes and farms were 
inundated as a result, with hundreds of 

families being displaced. In a survey early 
this month, those interviewed said they 
have no hope of returning home because 
their land had been lost to the swollen lake.

Communities in three other lakeside 
stated of Tanzania, Zambia and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo were also 
affected as during the past two years, 
persistent heavy rain and floods, landslides 
and strong winds raised Lake Tanganyika 
to overwhelm a portion of inhabitants near 
its banks.

“People described waking up at night to 
find their homes and farms swallowed by 
the lake. Entire fields of crops were wiped 
out,” the agency affirmed.

Over 90 per cent of the country’s 
population lives in rural areas and depend 
on agriculture and livestock, with small 
landholdings, double- or triple-cropped 
plots are mostly rainfed, farmed by hand, 
and produce little or no marketed surplus. 

The country faces the burden of impacts 
of global emissions and is poorly adapted 
to climate change (ranked 171 out of 181 
countries in the 2015 Notre Dame Global 
Adaptation Index). 

Burundi has one of the highest 

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
yesterday refused to inaugurate the 
Tanzania Electric Supply Company’s 
(TANESCO) Kyerwa District office complex 
in Kagera Region; saying construction costs 
thereof were too huge compared to the 
buildings.

 “If I unveil the cornerstone for the 
complex I would be legalising that other 
buildings be constructed at similar costs. 
I cannot do that; the cost is huge compare 
to the buildings. Supervise your building 
needs using the force account system,” he 
said.

The premier was continuing with his 
inspection tour of the region, pointing out 
that the small hut of a guard is supposed to 
have cost 7m/- to build. “How many bricks 

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

THE Police Force has said that it is 
determined to eradicate criminal activities in 
Lake Victoria to enable fishermen to engage 
in their activities peacefully. 

The pledge was made here yesterday by 
Commissioner of Police Liberatus Sabas, the 
head of operations and training at police 
headquarters, at a task force meeting with 
regional police commanders, regional CID 
officers, officers commanding districts 
(OCDs), fisheries officers and representatives 
of fishermen, and others.

The stakeholders came from Mwanza, 
Geita, Kagera, Simiyu and Mara regions while 
Tarime/Rorya district was represented as a 
special police zone. The key issue was how to 
eradicate criminal activities in the lake, which 
disrupt fishing and public security. 

Commissioner Sabas said criminal 
incidents have gone down in Lake Victoria, 
but they need to be completely eradicated to 
enable the people conduct their businesses 
without fear all the time.

The task force meeting was convened 
to lay the basis for reinforced operations 
across all regions bordering the lake as well 
as particular strategies for trouble spots. The 
police will make sure they work together 
with other stakeholders to collect all relevant 
information on crime so as to deal with the 
culprits.

Host RPC Ramadhan Ng’anzi said 

Freeman Aikaeli Mbowe, embattled national Chairman of the opposition Chadema, pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday displaying 
the widely read book: ‘The Power of Positive Thinking’ while being led to court in connection with the economic sabotage and 
terror-related charges he is facing. Photo:  Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Govt decries corruption 
in teachers’ promotions

100,000 lose 
homes as lake
banks collapse

HIV 
FIGHT

EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS

Page 3

Page 6

UN 
OPPORTUNITIES

Page 5

I beseech you to put 
aside bribes in teachers’ 
promotions

The world seems 
to have forgotten 
Burundi, and yet it’s 
bearing the brunt 
of global climate 
change, with children 
the most affected



2 	 Tuesday 21 September 2021

NEWS  

fertility rates in the world and 
its children have been uniquely 
affected by the crisis, the agency 
underlined. Displacement camps 
are overrun with children, with 
Gatumba camp, harbouring 3,000 
flood-displaced people, having over 
80 per cent of residents as children.

Children have to wade through 
floodwaters to reach school and are 
exposed to illnesses such as cholera 
and malaria, on the basis of remarks 
by Maggie Korde, Save the Children’s 
country director for Rwanda and 
Burundi:

The world seems to have forgotten 

Burundi, and yet it’s bearing the 
brunt of global climate change, 
with children the most affected, she 
stated. 

The United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs says that lack of funds has 
direct consequences on the planned 
assistance, also negatively impacted 
by living conditions of the most 
vulnerable populations.

Save the Children called on the 
international community to urgently 
fund Burundi’s humanitarian crisis, 
with focus on ensuring child-centred 
investments and helping poorer 
countries manage unavoidable 
impacts.

FROM PAGE 1

100,000 lose homes 
as lake banks collapse

were involved, if it is not sheer 
embezzlement of funds? I will not 
inaugurate the office and the plaque 
written with my name should be 
removed. The government is serious 
in the supervision of its projects,” he 
declared.

The complex cost 483.42m/- 
while the guard’s hut cost 7.03m/-
, the fence is quoted to have 
cost 94.2m/-, the administrative 
building 253.8m/- and equipment 
store cost 51.55m/-.

He said the government builds 
huge building complexes for health 

centres that include reception, 
laboratory, operation theatre, 
maternity wards, doctor’s quarters 
and mortuary for not more than 
500m/-, and TANESCO shows a 
single building and wall, plus minor 
auxiliary structures, for nearly the 
same cost.

He directed TANESCO officials 
to make sure that in their other 
projects the cost should go in 
tandem with the type and number 
of buildings.

Nathanasias Nangali, a senior 
official from headquarters who read 
the construction report said the 

project begun on September 11, 2018 
and completed February 8, 2020 at a 
cost of 483.4m/-, citing 

RK Investments as contractor, 
under Tanesco supervision.  

“TANESCO continues to use its 
experts to supervise and implement 
various projects including the 
construction of its offices in regions, 
districts and power substations,” he 
specified. 

As for power supply in the district, 
he said out of 99 villages there 70 are 
connected and the remaining 29 will 
be connected through the ongoing 
REA Phase II Round 2 programme.

Earlier, the premier inspected a 
tin smelting project operated by 
African Top Minerals in the district 
and used the occasion to assure the 
investor that the government will 
continue to support them.

Company director Hassan Ibar 
said the project cost 4bn/- and is 
intended to strengthen the minerals 
sector in general by adding value 
to the minerals for the world 
market, thanking the government 
for its efforts in recognizing the 
firm‘s contribution in tin mining. 
The company is now recognized 
internationally, he added. 

FROM PAGE 1

PM tells off Tanesco over costs of offices

security in the lake concerns all 
stakeholders, underlining that crime 
wasn’t discriminatory and anyone 
can be subjected to violence crime, 
so all sections of society need to be 
involved.

Bakari Kadabi, chairman of 

the Tanzania Fishermen’s Union 
(TAFU), told reporters that crime is 
entrenched in islands scattered in 
the lake. 

Many criminals escape to the 
islands to hide and continue to 
operate, in which case a conjoined 
operation is needed to eradicate 
their presence in the zone, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Police vow to eradicate 
crime in Lake Victoria

insisting that there was no reason 
for one to be humiliated at work 
for an officer carrying out dutiful 
obligations, emphasizing that the 
government will not tolerate such 
corrupt practices. 

All those who violate work 
ethics will be dealt with severely, 
he asserted, while admitting that 
there were so many teachers who 
are entitled for promotion. They 
should be promoted to enable them 
to work hard to enhance efficiency 
in the country’s education sector, he 

emphasised.
For his part, TSC executive 

secretary Paulina Mkwama said 
seminar participants come from the 
Central Zone regions of Dodoma, 
Iringa, Singida and Manyara, noting 
that the training was geared to 
enabling the commission to execute 
its responsibilities professionally 
when handling teachers’ issues.

Earlier, TSC chairperson 
Willy Mbogo called on seminar 
participants to be attentive to what 
was being said so as to improve their 
performance.

FROM PAGE 1

Govt decries corruption 
in teachers’ promotions

Chumbi C village chairman Muhidin Mtopa (C) briefs Livestock and Fisheries deputy minister Abdallah Ulega (R, foreground) at the weekend when the 
latter toured an area in Rufiji District which the government has set aside as pastureland, while some portions have since been turned into residential 
areas and rice farms. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa, who is on a tour of Kagera Region, pictured yesterday ordering that tiles used in the construction of Karagwe District 
Hospital’s maternity ward floor be removed and replaced. This followed confirmation that they were of substandard quality. Photo: PMO

By Amos Alipio, TUDARCo

THE number of internet users in 
Tanzania has tremendously gone 
up from 3.6 million in 2005 to 29.2 
million as of June, this year, a senior 
government official has said.

Deputy Permanent Secretary for 
the Ministry of Communications, 
Information and Technology 
(ICT), Dr. Jim Yonazi made the 
revelation recently in Dar es 
Salaam when speaking at the 1st 
International Conference on Digital 
transformation, themed;  “Towards 
Digital Transformation in Education 
and Research”.  

Organized by the Tanzania 
Education and Research Network 
(TERNET), the conference 
brought on board academicians, 
researchers and innovators 
from Tanzania and International 
Stakeholders to share the 
knowledge in ICT industry, and 
Digital Transformation.

Dr Yonazi reiterated government’s 
commitment to support the 
IT sector adding that Tanzania 

National ICT backbone will connect 
and reach every district in Tanzania 
by the year 2025.

“In order to bring about digital 
and economic transformation, 
Tanzania needs to have experts to 
manage, develop, plan, and utilise 
ICT for development,” he said.

ICT consultant from Research 
Network for Uganda, Dr Tusu 
Tusubira who virtually participated 
in the conference said in developing 
countries context, digital 
transformation needs to specifically 
focus on higher education by 
harnessing the internet of things, 
artificial intelligence and open 
research in order for Africa to get in 
the forefront in the fifth industrial 
revolution.

Tusubira added that many 
African countries still face countless 
connectivity challenges and 
called upon African governments 
including Tanzania to take the same 
direction taken by Kenya and South 
Africa to ensure every student at 
higher learning institution owns a 
laptop.

‘Internet users reached 29.2
million as of June, this year’

KIGALI

A Rwandan court on Monday 
sentenced Paul Rusesabagina, a one-
time hotel manager portrayed as a 
hero in a Hollywood film about the 
1994 genocide, to 25 years in prison 
after he was convicted of terror-
related charges.

Rusesabagina, 67, who was 
feted around the world after being 
portrayed by actor Don Cheadle in 
the film “Hotel Rwanda,” is a vocal 
critic of President Paul Kagame. He 
has denied all charges and said he 
was kidnapped from Dubai this year 
to be put on trial. His supporters 
called the trial a sham, and proof 
of Kagame’s ruthless treatment of 
political opponents.

Prosecutors have sought a life 

sentence for Rusesabagina on 
nine charges, including terrorism, 
arson, taking hostages and forming 
an armed rebel group which he 
directed from abroad.

Rusesabagina has 
acknowledged his membership 
of the Rwanda Movement for 
Democratic Change (MRCD); a 
group opposed to Kagame’s rule, 
but denied responsibility for 
violence carried out by its armed 
wing, the National Liberation 
Front (FLN).

Other defendants tried with 
him include Callixte Nsabimana, 
popularly known as Sankara, who 

was a spokesman for the FLN and 
told the court Rusesabagina was not 
a member of the armed wing. The 
judges said the two groups were 
indistinguishable, referring to them 
as the MRCD-FLN.

“Rusesabagina is guilty of being 
a member of a terror group and 
participating in terror activities,” 
Judge Beatrice Mukamurenzi said. 
“His act of terrorism led to death.”

She said it was his first conviction, 
so he did not receive a life sentence, 
but that he could not get a lesser 
sentence because he boycotted the 
trial.

Nsabimana received 20 years.

Rwandan court finds ‘Hotel Rwanda’ 
film hero guilty of terrorism charges

CAPE TOWN

A swarm of bees has killed 63 
endangered African penguins on a 
beach outside Cape Town.

The birds were found dead on 
Friday on the beach at Boulders, a 
popular tourist destination south of 
Cape Town.

They were part of a colony of 
African penguins (Spheniscus 
demersus) living in a nature reserve, 
which are considered endangered, 
according to the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Red List.

The area is a national park and 
the Cape honey bees are part of the 
ecosystem.

“After tests, we found bee stings 
around the penguins’ eyes,” David 

Roberts, a clinical veterinarian 
and part of the Southern African 
Foundation for the Conservation of 
Coastal Birds, said on Sunday.

“This is a very rare occurrence. We 
do not expect it to happen often, it’s 
a fluke. There were also dead bees 
on the scene.”

The South African National 
Parks said the birds were taken to 
the foundation for post-mortem – 
which showed all the penguins had 
multiple bee stings – and samples 
sent for disease and toxicology 
testing.

“There were no external physical 
injuries found on any of the birds,” a 

parks statement said.
Some of the animals were 

found with 20 or more bee stings, 
spokeswoman for the South African 
Nature Conservation Authority 
SANParks Lauren Howard-Clayton, 
told the news agency on Monday.

Subsequent tests for toxins or 
pathogens were inconclusive.

Authorities are now searching for 
the hive to find out what may have 
triggered the bee attack, Howard-
Clayton said.

The penguins, also known as 
Cape, black-footed or jackass 
penguins breed in South Africa and 
neighbouring Namibia.

Bees kill dozens of penguins 
facing threat in South Africa



Tuesday 21 September 2021      	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    3

NATIONAL.NEWS  

21
64

69
00

1

21
64

55
80

1

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

AS the nation joins the rest of the 
world in marking the International 
Day of Peace, the public has been 
advised to advocate for peace as it is 
a key to all socio-economic activities 
as well as wellbeing.

The call was made here yesterday 
by United Nations Information 
Centre (UNIC) Information Officer, 
Stella Vuzo underscoring the need 
for maintaining and creating peace 
saying without it, the country will 
not be a better place to live.

She was speaking towards today’s 
climax of the International Day of 
Peace which will be celebrated in 
Dodoma and the Minister of State 
in the Vice President’s Office, Union 
affairs and Environment, Selemani 
Jafo will be the chief guest.

Vuzo said UN Resident 
Coordinator, Zlatan Milisic will 
attend the climax at the Institute of 
Rural Development Planning where 
there will be a debate on a number 
of issues pertaining to peace.

The debate will be in line with this 
year’s theme, “Recovering Better for 
an Equitable and Sustainable World” 
which among others will discuss 
and deliberate on the best options 
as the public begin to heal from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“It is important to think creatively 
and collectively about how to help 
everyone recover better, build 
resilience, and transform our world 
into one that is more equal, more 
just, equitable, inclusive, sustainable, 
and healthier,” said Vuzo.

On his part, secretary of organising 
committee, Joseph Malekela among 
the activities in commemoration 
of the International Day of Peace 
that there will be awareness 
programmes for Viwandani, Kikuyu 
and Chinangali secondary schools 
on the importance of spearheading 
peace in the country.

Also, since climate change has an 

adverse impact on the environment, 
they will also educate the youngsters 
on the need to protect and keep the 
environment safe.

Religious leaders who were part 
of the stakeholders attending the 
press conference pledged to keep 
on insisting on the need to maintain 
peace among their believers as it is a 
key to each and every aspect of their 
lives.

Also gender based violence among 
women, persons with disabilities, 
youth and children are among the 
areas which need special attention 
as they are avenues which deny 
peace to many.

A number of speakers have 
been lined up for today’s 
commemorations from different 
walks of life and they will tell their 
stories, sharing their tangible 
learning and ideas drawn from their 
experiences in the fields of peace 
building, education, health, climate 
change, dance and music.

Sorayya Shareef (C), head of Vodacom Tanzania Plc’s organisation effectiveness department, awards a certificate in Dar es Salaam at the weekend to 
one of the students who attended the firm’s dLab programme. The aim was to sensitise girl students in the country to embrace Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) subjects. Left is Mahadia Tunga, dLab’s (Tanzania Data Lab) director of data science, research and capacity 
development. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

PARLIAMENTARY HIV/Aids, TB 
Narcotics, and Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs) Committee has 
called on parents and guardians in 
the country to rear their children 
responsibly for them to avoid being 
infected with HIV/Aids. 

It has also called on them to shun 
drug abuse as the habit destroys 
the country’s labour force as well as 
incurring it great expenses for their 
treatment. 

The call was made at the weekend 

by the Committee’s Chairperson, 
Fatma Hassan Tawfiq during a 
joint dinner that brought together 
panel members, parents and staff of 
Paradise Mission Pre- and Primary 
School in Mbalizi Town. 

She said as for now girls in 15 to 
24-year age bracket were in great 
danger of being infected with HIV, 
hence there was every reason for 
the group to be educated on the 
disease’s prevention.

“Mbeya Region is among regions 
with very high HIV/Aids prevalence, 
hence we have seen that we should 

join you parents in this event to 
discuss the nagging issue,” she said.

She called upon Tanzanians to 
go to health centres for medical 
examinations and that those found 
with HIV infections should register 
with ARVs treatment programmes.

However, she praised Mission 
Pre and Primary School officials 
for enabling them meet with the 
parents, saying the practice helps in 
better upbringing of children.

For his part, the school’s director, 
Ndele Mwaselela thanked the 

committee for providing education 
to the parents, claiming that as for 
now, children’s upbringing was 
important due to technological 
changes.

He said to ensure children at the 
school receive better upbringing, 
they have hired special staff to 
escort the children to their homes 
safely during holidays.

He said collaboration with 
parents and guardians in children’s 
upbringing was important, hence 
they decided to have the joint dinner 
event.

Tanzanians called upon to 
crusade for peace ahead of 
International Day of Peace 

Bunge panel urges parents to 
protect children against HIV 

It is important 
to think 
creatively and 
collectively 
about how to 
help everyone 
recover better, 
build resilience, 
and transform 
our world into 
one that is more 
equal, more 
just, equitable, 
inclusive, 
sustainable, 
and healthier
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

AMREF Health Africa Tanzania 
has pledged continued cooperation 
with the government in the fight 
against tuberculosis (TB) and 
provision of reproductive health 
services.

The organisation through its 
USAID Afya Shirikishi project, 
funded by the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) Tanzania, is implementing 
a project which aims to increase 
access to and improve TB services 
and reproductive health services at 
the community level.

The assurance was made here by 
head of programmes, Amref Health 
Africa Tanzania, Dr Aisa Muya while 
speaking at the launch of ‘Tanzania 
Stop TB Partnership’, a programme 
aim at ending the diseases in the 
country.

She applauded the government 
for the efforts aimed at improving 
provision of health services in the 
country as well as dealing with 
both communicable and non-
communicable diseases.

Speaking about the launch of 
the programme, Dr Muya said 
“Tuberculosis is one of the world’s 
top infectious killer today, it is 
airborne and can affect any one of us 
thus today’s launch is a milestone”.

The event was also attended by 
parliamentary TB caucus. Speaker 
of the National Assembly, Job Ndugai 
who was the chief guest at the launch 
observed that the efforts of various 
stakeholders who work with the 
government are important because 
Tanzania is among 30 countries 
with high TB burden worldwide.

According to speaker Ndugai, 
it is reported that globally, 
approximately there are 70 TB 
related deaths daily, translating to 
three deaths every hour.

“This coordination and 
partnership will contribute to 
reduce number of people with 
TB disease left undiagnosed and 

untreated each year,” said Ndugai.
He said collaboration between the 

Stop TB chapter and Parliamentary 
TB caucus will not only increase 
political will, but also enhance 
accountability on domestic 
resources for TB in Tanzania.

Stop TB Tanzania board 
chairperson, Dr Peter Bujari noted 
that the struggles to eradicate TB is 
everyone  battle, more now where 
co-infection of TB and COVID -19 can 
be even deadly and so the impact is 
far worse than expected.

“It is therefore, imperative that 
all key partners come together to 
plan, assess comparative advantage 
of each partners to build national 
movement that will ensure that all 
those at TB risk are tested and those 
infected are put on treatment,” said 
the board chair.

AMREF Health Africa Tanzania 
through the USAID Afya Shirikishi 
project aims to increase access 
to and improve TB services and 
reproductive health services at the 
community level.

Project areas include Dar es 
Salaam, Geita, Katavi, Kigoma, 
Mwanza, Pwani, Rukwa, and 
Songwe.

It is working in collaboration with 
ministry of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children, Zanzibar Ministry of Health 
and President’s Office Regional 
Authority and Local Government, 
and Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology (MOEST).

Members of the National Service from the Mgambo camp at Kabuku salute Handeni district commissioner Siriel Nchembe at a passing-out ceremony held 
at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Hamida Kamchala

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBARIS have been called 
upon to grab opportunities provided 
by the United Nations (UN) for their 
benefit.

The call was made here yesterday 
by an expert from UN affairs, 
Penina Nguma as she spoke to 
reporters after providing training 
to Zanzibar universities students on 
opportunities provided by the UN 
via volunteer programmes.

She said they have decided to 
provide the training to Zanzibar’s 
universities students so that when 
they graduate they can grab job 

opportunities provided by the world 
body for income generation. 

She said UN, through its 
United Nations Volunteers (UNV) 
programme is in the process of 
looking for qualified Zanzibar’s 
youth who can join in the volunteer 
programme in and outside Zanzibar. 

He said when many youth are told 
about volunteering they become 
slow to accept thinking volunteering 
means one works for free, but 
they are unaware that they can get 
experience and opportunities in 
doing so. “As for now in Zanzibar we 
have provided education to students 
at State University of Zanzibar (SUZA) 

and Zanzibar University (ZDU), but 
also we expect to continue doing so 
to other universities,” she said. 

For his part, the students 
government president at SUZA, 
Suleyum Abdallah Ali said the 
education provided by the UN will 
assist in grabbing opportunities it 
provide because Zanzibar youth’s 
participation in the programme was 
minimal due to ignorance.

“It is a good training because 
when one hears about volunteering 
he/she thinks there is no profit, but 
volunteering in the world body 
will create a good environment in 
obtaining employment,” he said.

He advised university graduates 
not to just sit at home; instead 
they should provide service to the 
community, saying volunteering 
means creating a good environment 
for employment. 

UN Resident Representative, 
Christian Mwamanga said the 
process looks for youth in various 
cadres including an expert in online 
international affairs.

He called on the youth who will 
get opportunities in the UN to make 
sure they open up online accounts 
in which they should provide their 
personal details, and should be 
open at all time for communication.

AMREF pledges support 
in war on TB in Tanzania

Z’bar youth urged to grab opportunities at UN

This coordination 
and partnership 
will contribute to 
reduce number 
of people with 
TB disease left 
undiagnosed and 
untreated each year
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By Guardian Correspondent, Iringa

A TOTAL of 770 youth and children 
from very poor families in 16 villages of 
Luhunga, Mdabulo and Ihanu wards, in 
Mufindi District, Iringa Region stand to 
benefit from Youth Agency Mufindi (YAM) 
project for economic advancement.

The project has also assisted about 51 
orphans whose parents died of HIV/Aids 
and are now housed at a special centre 

at Igoda Village in Luhunga Ward where 
they are provided with various assistance 
including education.

Submitting his report at the weekend 
at a YAM meeting, YAM Project manager 
Danford Mkumba said the project will 
also assist in providing various trainings 
to enable the youth advance themselves 
economically.

He said the project is under Foxes 
Community and Wildlife Conservation 

Trust (FCWCT) 
sponsored by 
Deaconess Foundation 
from Finland and 
administered by 
Mufindi District 
Council.   He said the 
projects runs for four 
years beginning this 
year and has already 
mobilised 160 members 
from 16 villages from 
the three wards in 
Mufindi District.

He said aside from 
the members there will 
be a project team from 
both Tanzania and 
Finland, a facilitation 
team from the office 
of Mufindi executive 
director and village 
executives from the 16 
villages.

He said the aim of 
the project is to involve 
the youth including 
those with disabilities 
in the official 
employment system 
and entrepreneurship 
for gainful economic 
activities in their areas.

He said another 
aim is to encourage 
the youth to shun bad 
habits and discourage 
them from migration 
to urban centres to do 
domestic work.

The chairman of the 
Tanzania Psychological 
Services Association 
Dr Heriel Mfangavo 
said due the huge 
size of the problem in 
Mufindi District, they 
have come up with the 
YAM Project to assist 
the communities in 
Mufindi district that 
have been affected 
by psychological 
challenges.

770 Mufindi youth to benefit from YAM project

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

TANZANIA Union of Government and 
Health Employees (TUGHE) has called on the 
government to provide frequent statements 
on how it deals with the issue of workers’ 
claims, especially teachers to enable them 
raise work spirit for achievement in their 
profession as well as to reduce workers 
conflicts at workplaces.

TUGHE Secretary General, Hery Mkunda 
made the call here at the weekend during 
TUGHE and Tanzania Teachers Union (TTU) 
at a joint meeting.

He said the main problem lies with 
the Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology by not issuing timely statements, 
thereby causing complaints among workers 
with claims against the ministry.

Mkunda said at times workers submit their 
complaints early, but if not worked upon on 
time, they start being worried and thereafter 
spend a lot of time pursuing their problems 

instead of working.
Some members at the meeting said if the 

government would provide timely statements 
on workers’ problems, it would assist in raising 
workers’ spirit. 

Benedict Raymond, one of the members 
said the meeting should make sure all conflicts 
are resolved and all workers perform their 
duties to serve the nation.

Responding to the complaints; 
Education, Science and Technology 
deputy permanent secretary Prof James 
Mdoe called on workers to be patient as 
the government continues to deal with 
their claims. 

Prof Mdoe admitted there are various claims 
from workers, saying they were still dealing 
with them, many of which have reached 
various stages of implementation, and that 
statements will be provided as soon as they 
were finalized, and called on them to continue 
providing service in accordance to work 
guidelines. 

By Correspondent Theresia Victor

STUDENTS in higher learning 
institutions have been urged to 
make use of online learning systems 
to boost their understanding of 
issues but also gain knowledge apart 
from classrooms.

The call was made by Rector 
for Water Institute Dr Adam Kiria 
during a ceremony to receive an 
e-learning and Alumni Portal system 
from Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ).

He said apart from improving 
students’ skills, e-learning also helps 
students to create and communicate 
new ideas that are important in their 
studies and life as well.

“In this digital era, the education 
sector are undergoing massive 
transformation, students and 
universities across the world are 
not relying on the age-old and 
uni-dimensional, chalk and board 
methods of learning anymore,” he 
said.

He added that the online learning 
system offers an innovative and 

flexible means to support and 
enable quality learning and teaching 
which also compliments the existing 
physical teaching and learning, Kiria 
added.

He further added that as students 
are able to access learning materials 
and lessons prepared for each 
subject  online, upload assignments 
and participate in online sessions 
they have a wider ground  to grow 
in all aspects that are beneficial; 
socially and economically .

GIZ has also handed over the 
alumni portal system which will 
help the institute to have a reliable 
alumni database with current 
information, their career status 
report and also support alumni 
careers by connecting them to 
careers, education and business 
opportunities available in the water 
sector.  

 “More than 80 percent of students 
who graduated here have already 
been registered in the portal and are 
able to view different opportunities 
that are available  and use them 
accordingly,” said Kiria.

For his part, GIZ Programme 
Manager Conrad Thombasen the 
organization has partnered with 
the government through the Water 
Ministry in an effort to improve 
water services in the country.

For his part, Steven Kahimbi, a 
second year student from Water 
institute said that students should 
make use of the portal by registering 
so they can stay connected 
and be able to exploit different 
opportunities that are available 
according to their profession.

TUGHE appeals for prompt 
response to workers’ claims

Make good use of online learning systems,
students in higher learning institutions told

More than 80 percent 
of students who 
graduated here 
have already been 
registered in the 
portal and are able 
to view different 
opportunities that 
are available  and use 
them accordingly

JATU Plc general manager Mohamed Issa Simbano has a word at Uhuru Park grounds in Moshi District at the weekend with farmers 
who visited the ongoing farming exhibition the firm has organised under the theme: ‘Harvesting Week: Start with One Hectare’. The 
thrust is on sensitising smallholder farmers on ways to boost farm productivity on small pieces of land. Photo: Correspondent James 
Lanka
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By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, 

Mufindi

THE implementation of a national 
sanitization campaign has led to an 
80-percent increase in the number 
of households with improved toilets 
in Iringa Region.

Iringa Regional Medical Officer 
Khadija Haruni said this here over 
the weekend while inaugurating 
the upgrade of toilets from open-pit 
latrines to closed pit latrines at Mtili 
‘A’ Primary School in Ikongosi Ward, 
Mufindi District.

 She said that the campaign has 
helped improve sanitation in the 
region saying before the region had 
17- percent of households with better 
toilets, but currently, the region has 
more than 80 percent of households 
with better toilets.

“I urge the school administration 
to develop a system to manage 
the cleanliness of these toilets in 
collaboration with the school’s 
sanitation club that is” SWASH “of 
the school and eventually the toilets 
can last,” said Khadija.

She said Mufindi district is one 
of the model districts in Iringa 
Region with no households that 
have no toilets at all, due to the 
implementation of a national 
sanitation campaign.

In 2011, as part of the Water Sector 
Development Programme (WSDP), 
the government launched the NSC, 
aiming to stimulate demand for and 
improve the supply of sanitation 
nationally with the overall goal of 
delivering health and education 
improvements.

The campaign has two phases. 
The first phase (2011-2015) focused 
on improving sanitation and 
hygiene conditions in households 
and schools in rural Tanzania.

The second phase (2016-2020) 
centered on improving these 
conditions in urban areas, in public 
spaces such as hospitals and health 

care facilities, as well continuing 
to support rural and school WASH 
(SWASH) improvements.

He said the school, which was 
established in 1975, has a total 
of more than 350 students, so 
improving the toilets in the school 
will help improve sanitation and 
ultimately reduce epidemics.

Mufindi District Acting Education 
Officer Labrey Urassa thanked 
stakeholders through LIXIL for 
supporting the government’s efforts 
to provide modern toilet facilities 
that will help improve sanitation for 
schools.

For his part, LIXIL Manager Justin 
Mbowe said that pit latrines provide 
an affordable solution to sanitation, 
especially to communities without 
access to sewage systems.

He pointed out that children can 
easily fall in, there is high risk of 
contact to faeces with flies flying in 
and out of the pit latrine, and bad 
odour becomes a challenge with 
constant use.

Mbowe elaborated that in 
collaboration with UNICEF and 
ministry of Health, LIXIL converted 
open pit latrines into closed pit 
latrines using smart toilets (SATO) 
toilet pans at Mtili ‘A’ Primary School 
in Mufindi.

Gladius Ndyetabura (L), head teacher of Dar es Salaam’s St Anne Marie Academy, personally ensures that all his guests – students’ parents – have a taste 
of a special cake for gracing the school’s 17th graduation ceremony held at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Alima Nkwong, HMC

THE government has been 
advised to enact laws which 
create an enabling environment 
for participation of human rights 
defenders and citizens in elections 
and other democratic processes.

Speaking at the function to 
commemorate the international 
day of democracy, the Tanzania 
Human Rights Defenders Coalition 
(THRDC) National Coordinator 
Onesmo Olengurumwa noted that 
the presence of laws that invade 
freedom of expression, access 
of information and freedom of 
participation are challenging and 
deterring citizens from enjoying 
democracy in the country.

“We have witnessed some 
political parties being allowed to 
hold political rallies while others 
are banned from conducting the 

same,” he stated, mentioning that 
in the 2020 elections, political 
parties complained about the lack of 
participatory elections due to lack of 
adherence to democratic principles.

He therefore urged Tanzania as a 
member state of the United Nations 
and the African Union to make 
certain that democratic principles 
and good governance are upheld.

Olengurumwa stressed that there 
are still a lot of grievances from the 
people and human rights defenders 
at various levels of democratic 
processes and good governance 
adding that THRDC has been closely 
following up on the participation 
of human rights defenders to make 

sure that they fully participate in 
democratic processes.

“There has been an outcry that the 
results of the 2020 general election 
did not reflect a multi-party system 
in a democratic country, citizens 
rely on representation that reflects 
political systems,” he intoned 
thus insisting that Tanzanian 
citizens rely on representation that 
reflects that democracy urging 
that all democratic processes be 
participatory.

He also cautioned the government 
to closely observe principles of 
democracy including inclusive 
citizen participation, freedom of 
assembly and access to information.

“Human rights are the foundation 
of democracy and the development 
of any nation and for any nation to 
prosper, the fundamentals of human 
rights must be respected in order to 
achieve sustainable development,” 
he emphasized.

It should be noted that the 
day was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
2007 as a reminder for all nations 
to understand the importance 
in upholding and supporting 
principles of democracy. This 
year’s celebration is captioned 
“Strengthening democratic 
resilience in the face of crises”.

Number of households using 
improved toilets in Iringa up 
by 80 per cent, reports RMO

Government advised to come 
up with pro-democracy laws 

I urge the school 
administration to 
develop a system 
to manage the 
cleanliness of 
these toilets in 
collaboration with the 
school’s sanitation 
club that is” SWASH 
“of the school and 
eventually the toilets 
can last
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At The News
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W
ORLD Peace Day, 
also known as the 
International Day 
of Peace, is an event 

sanctioned by the United Nations 
General Assembly and observed 
each September 21.

The Day is dedicated world peace, 
including the cessation of war and 
violence, which has always looked 
achievable but this remains all but a 
mirage.

Too bad, experience shows that 
nations all over the world will gladly 
walk into war and destruction rather 
than “risk losing face or dignity” by 
buying the political compromise 
option.

There is something in popular 
management called a ‘win-win’ 
situation, which few of those who 
spend time in strategic studies or 
political analysis will admit really 
exists at the level of competitive 
politics or where economic interests 
are at issue.

All ‘win-win’ situations usually 
involve secondary matters where 
nothing is really contested, which 
often stalls progress or at times even 
leads to outbreaks of violence.

UN write-ups show a whole 
series of ceremonies linked to the 
commemoration of World Peace 
Day, with some countries devoted 
to observing it more than others on 
account of history.

For instance, Japan suffered 
untold destruction in 1945 made 
possible by an atomic bomb and has 
for decades anchored its institutions 
in a peaceful outlook in global order.

But this situation is under threat 
from newly emerging competition 
in the Far Eastern seas and nuclear 
weapons proliferation in the Korean 
Peninsula.

The US is still providing a nuclear 
umbrella in the zone, otherwise 

Japan would likely be rapidly scaling 
up its nuclear preparedness.

There is something that the UN 
calls the ‘culture of peace initiative’, 
but it hard to say at what point 
nations will durably choose a culture 
of peace and to what extent.

No country avowedly wants war 
– and even the most deliberate 
aggressors during World War II had 
grievances as to the right to living 
room, or uniting different peoples.

Hard-won peace in South Sudan 
is now breaking down owing to 
factional fighting in the ranks 
of the weaker party in the unity 
government, while Somalia is 
bogged down in president vs prime 
minister contests – amid a guerrilla 
war.

Following insurgency-induced 
problems in parts of Mozambique, 
there is a new agenda by the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) for security 
there.

Meanwhile, Tanzania’s own 
participation in peace building 
efforts in Democratic Republic of 
Congo and the Sudan have proven 
of monumental use and relevance.

There is a rather similar 
scenario with respect to the IGAD 
intervention in war-ravaged Somalia, 
while the recent US departure from 
Afghanistan is a reminder of the 
futility of some invasions or wars.

Tanzania has every reason to 
cherish the much happier times 
it has enjoyed over the decades 
relative to many other countries, 
including just across its borders.

The cases we have touched on 
show that breaking up a nation is 
much easier than building it, as a 
tiny spark can trigger an inferno – no 
matter the status of that nation and 
hence the need to treasure the unity, 
peace and security we boast.

T
OP government officials 
making visits to districts 
across the country time 
and time again find it 

hard bridging popular expectations 
by the citizenry and the reality – or 
what is achievable.

The case of crop purchasing 
either by government agencies or 
by private buyers provides a ready 
scenario.

One intense theme over the 
past few years in relation to agro-
sector development is the building 
of processing factories so that 
smallholder farmers find a ready 
and reliable market.

The snag is that world market 
prices for all crops, just like metals, 
finished commodities, clothing or 
electronics, keep fluctuating tend to 
decline yearly.

When prices for instance of coffee 
or maize rise, the reason is that there 
is frost (for coffee, say, in Brazil, the 
world’s perennial top producer) or 
there is drought in neighbouring 
countries – and so we in Tanzania 
sell maize plentifully.

When things are normal for all 
crops in most countries, prices fall 
to the bottom for local producers, 
meanwhile as the government asks 
the farmers to dutifully stick to their 
appointed task in the agro-sector on 
the basis of national expectations. 
Images of this situation were 
visible when Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa was assuring investors 
that the government is committed 
to protecting them and facilitating 
smooth investments in the country.

The assurance had different 
aspects of resonance, depending on 
the nature of the issue. For instance, 
there can be problems of permits 
issued by government officials, 
where it is perhaps charges by 
district councils which are at issue.

During his Ngara visit, the 

PM declared after inspecting a 
coffee processing factory that the 
government would not tolerate 
officials bent on oppressing 
investors.

Still, if one were to ask those 
officials, perhaps they would say that 
it is factory operators who either 
oppress peasants by offering low 
prices or don’t take up corporate 
social responsibility intensely 
enough One reason investors are 
likely to continue facing problems 
is that there are sharply contrasting 
agencies at work in agro-sector 
transactions or facilitation, often 
with divergent interests and ability 
to turn events in their favour.

The government may indeed be 
making the most it can to reassure 
investors against bureaucracy, but 
the result is that its popularity could 
still risk taking a dip.

Bureaucratic happiness is tied 
with effectiveness in ensuring that 
investors toe the line of regulatory 
agencies, district councils, etc., and 
this may not work to satisfaction.

These pressures could pull down 
agro-sector performance: coffee 
production is low in many districts 
because when prices are low for two 
years running, some farmers find no 
option but to turn to better-priced 
horticultural and other products.

Smallholders need higher prices 
to survive, while global markets 
compete by lowering prices. 
Investors must meanwhile deal 
with marketing cooperatives, and 
capacity utilisation stalls.

The Ngara factory the PM has been 
to can process an annual 28,000 
tonnes of coffee, but the district has 
a mere 1,000 tonnes and the price is 
too low for the farmers’ comfort, so 
production won’t rise.

It’s some form of vicious cycle 
deliberate and relentless efforts 
must be made to break.

International Day of Peace: A dream 
no one can say is closer to realisation

Despite good news, coffee 
investors facing problems

By Samuel Danzon-Chambaud

I
N a sense, Covid-19 could be 
the perfect story to automate. 
As the virus spread across 
the world at the beginning 

of 2020, governments and health 
authorities made a considerable 
amount of open-source data 
available to the public, such as 
the number of deaths, patients in 
intensive care units, and seven-day 
incidence rates.

This type of well-arranged data, 
which can fit into narratives that 
can be created in advance, lays the 
groundwork for a recent journalistic 
development known as “automated 
journalism”, a computational 
process that creates automated 
pieces of news without any human 
intervention – except for the initial 
programming.

Automated journalism generally 
implies the use of algorithms that 
fetch information on external or 
internal datasets, and then fill in the 
blanks left on templates that have 
been pre-written.

This process, which can be 
compared to the word game Mad 
Libs, constitutes a basic application 
of Natural Language Generation 
(NLG), a computer technique 
that has been around for several 
decades in domains such as weather 
forecasts, sports and financial 
results.

NLG made a leap into journalism 
and was more widely discussed 
in the first half of the 2010s as The 
Los Angeles Times used automated 
text to report on homicides and 
earthquake alerts.

The Associated Press meanwhile 
partnered with the firm Automated 
Insights to automate stories on 
corporate earnings.

Numerous media organisations 
including major ones like Le Monde, 
The Washington Post and the BBC 
have subsequently adopted, or 
experimented, with automated 
journalism.

In-house, outsourced or third-
party

Proponents of automated 
journalism typically develop their 
technology in-house, outsource it to 
an external content provider such 
as Syllabs in France and Narrativa 
in Spain and in the United States, 
or use third-party solutions so 
that journalists can design their 
own automated news, as it is made 
possible through Automated 
Insights’ Wordsmith and Arria NLG 
Studio.

Automated news can then be 
published simultaneously at massive 
scale or used as first drafts to assist 

journalists with their own writing.
In my report for the Tow Centre, 

I documented the experiences of 
nine media organisations that have 
used automated news for reporting 
on Covid-19.

I found that most organisations 
used such news to provide a 
statistical overview of the spread 
of the coronavirus, through user-
facing interfaces and new media 
products.

For instance, Swiss media 
company Tamedia and The 
Times (UK) featured national and 
international dashboards that 
summarised the latest Covid-19 data 
with automated text, along with 
a great many automated or semi-
automated graphics.

I also found that some 
organisations deployed new forms 
of newsroom workflows, where 
journalists contributed to the 
creation of automated news or 
worked directly with them.

At the British news agency 
RADAR, a new form of workflow 
where journalists are involved all 
the way into the process of setting 
up automated news – from finding 
storylines in newly published 
datasets to authoring templates using 
a third-party tool – demonstrated to 
be robust enough to handle the data 
deluge that followed the spread of 
the coronavirus.

At the Finnish newspaper 
Helsingin Sanomat, an algorithm 
set up by the data team fetched new 
Covid-19 numbers on a governmental 
API so as to generate short pieces of 
text that were sent to Slack to inform 
reporters. They could then decide 
to publish these as-is or tweak them 
before publication.

Challenges of relying on 
external datasets

In my report, I also illustrated 
some of the challenges that 
newsrooms faced when using 
automated news to cover Covid-19. 
Overall, these demonstrated the 
difficulties associated with having to 
rely on external datasets.

This was most notably the case 
with newsrooms trying to get data 
from several levels of government.

In Canada, a journalist-developer 
at the Canadian Press said that it 
was hard to get Covid-19 data from 
multiple governments.

“They all put it up in a different 
fashion; they put it up at different 
times,” he said.

In the UK, The Times grappled 
with the same lack of cohesive 
efforts. “England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland all publish 
it in different ways,” said a data 
and interactive journalist at the 

newspaper, adding that this made 
comparisons between regions even 
more difficult.

In Norway, the news agency NTB 
faced an even bigger challenge. 
“Every Norwegian municipality has 
a different way of providing the data 
on their own pages. So it’s like 356 
municipalities, and they have 356 
different ways of sharing the data,” 
said a chief development officer at 
NTB.

Another challenge of relying 
on external datasets to automate 
Covid-19 stories had to do with 
erroneous data and sudden changes 
of format.

First, data published by health 
and governmental bodies could 
prove to be inaccurate. “Sometimes 
the data have been wrong and 
they’re not corrected,” said an editor 
at NTB. This could be even more 
problematic when it concerned the 
number of patients who have died 
from the virus.

Second, sudden changes of 
format were also considered to be 
a major obstacle in automating the 
coverage of the virus. For instance, 
the data team at Helsingin Sanomat 
experienced difficulties with some 
data being released in an HTML 
table format.

A data journalist explained that 
the table’s structure kept changing 
all the time, for instance when the 
number of patients hospitalised was 
being moved from one column to 
another, making it very hard to use 
for automated news.

Finally, releasing data too soon or 
too late also came into consideration 
when working with external datasets 
to generate automated news on the 
spread of the disease.

Some media organisations 
occasionally reported a lag in 
releasing data on the pandemic, 
resulting in numbers accumulating 
over a few days before being 
published all at once with more up-
to-date data.

“In today’s numbers, they might 
publish some deaths for a week ago,” 
said an editor at RADAR, cautioning 
that reporters then needed to 
be extra careful when reporting 
differences between each of these 
dates.

On the other side of the coin, 
news organisations could also 
get the latest Covid-19 numbers 
before any official announcement, 
while connecting to an API service 
set up by governments or health 
authorities.

“Sometimes we have actually 
managed to kind of beat, so to speak, 
the local health sources on their 
own news,” said a managing editor 
at Omni, a Swedish news service 
that used an automated dashboard 

connected to these kinds of sources.

Adopting a computational 
mindset

To overcome the challenges of 
having to rely on external datasets 
to cover Covid-19 with automated 
news, media practitioners with a 
strong computing background at 
some of the organisations that I’ve 
studied developed ad hoc solutions 
to work around those.

To deal with data being released 
in various time zones, the Canadian 
Press set up an advanced shared 
spreadsheet system that involved 
the participation of journalists in all 
Canadian provinces and territories.

The Times and Helsingin 
Sanomat meanwhile developed an 
alert system to work around tight 
deadlines and sudden changes of 
format.

All in all, these ad hoc solutions 
demonstrate the importance for 
media practitioners being able 
to solve problems by applying 
computing skills, a form of 
knowledge commonly known 
as computational thinking or 
computational journalism in a 
newsroom setting.

This type of mindset has given 
journalists a considerable edge in 
deploying automated news quickly 
and efficiently in the midst of a 
global pandemic, but may also fuel 
ideas for the next iteration of these 
products.

Although the template-based 
approaches are sometimes 
criticised for being too formulaic 
and less enjoyable to read than 
human-written news, they can 
at least be tweaked to achieve 
editorial goals.

The more media practitioners 
engage with this tinkering of 
automated news systems, the more 
they develop their programmatic 
skills and thus reinforce their ability 
to exert control and have a say 
over the computational turn that 
journalism is taking.

This project, which is meant to 
support high-integrity, independent 
journalism that serves democracy, 
has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme 
under a Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
grant agreement.

•	 A dispatch by the Poynter 
Institute, a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organisation. Samuel Danzon-
Chambaud is a researcher with 
Dublin City University’s Institute 
for Future Media and Journalism. 
He investigates the impacts of 
automated journalism on media 
practitioners.

News organisations use automated news to cover Covid-19
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By Alize le Roux 

W
ith rapidly rising 
temperatures due 
to climate change, 
South Africa’s grow-

ing urban areas are a ticking time 
bomb. The building materials 
used in cities absorb and trap 
heat, contributing to the poten-
tially deadly Urban Heat Island ef-
fect. And while heatwaves are less 
dramatic than hurricanes, floods 
and wildfires, they pose a signifi-
cant threat to health and life.

Council for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research (CSIR) studies 
on South African cities estimate 
that the urban heat island effect 
can increase temperatures by 3°C 
to 10°C compared to a city’s hin-
terland. Those most at risk are the 
poor, elderly and young, people 
living in informal dwellings with-
out proper insulation and ventila-
tion, those reliant on public trans-
port, and communities without 
access to green spaces and water.

Heatwaves are a global phe-
nomenon, and in the past four 
decades the International Dis-
aster Database has recorded 196 
heat-related disasters. However, 
African statistics on heat emer-
gencies are scarce — only eight of 
the 196 events came from the con-
tinent, and one was from South 
Africa. 

Officially, just 11 fatalities have 
been attributed to severe heat 
in South Africa. Yet researchers 
studying excess deaths through 
temperature correlations found 
a very high mortality burden as-
sociated with warmer weather. 
Nearly 30,000 deaths in the coun-
try were directly attributable to 
increased temperatures from 
1997 to 2013, pointing to severe 
underreporting. 

While long-term and climate 
change adaptation plans acknowl-
edge heat as a significant threat to 
South Africa, this isn’t reflected in 
city preparedness or emergency 
response plans. Risk assessments 
are based on historical records, 
and if these are missing, they be-
come almost invisible to disaster 
managers. 

The CSIR’s 2019 Green Book 
created a heat-stress matrix that 
highlights the cities most at risk. 
This is based on a projected rise 
in very hot days (days above 35°C) 
combined with increases in heat-
wave days (unusually high tem-
peratures for three or more con-
secutive days). 

Heat-stress settlement risk in 
2050 

The CSIR research shows that 
454 cities and towns primarily 
located towards the northwest, 
northern and central highlands 
face severe heat stress by 2050. 
The most significant risk will be in 
Upington and Kimberley (North-
ern Cape), Mahikeng (North 
West), Bloemfontein and Botsha-
belo (Free State), Lephalale and 
Musina (Limpopo) and Mbomb-
ela (Mpumalanga). In addition 
to more heatwaves and very hot 
days, these cities are all growing 
and expanding. 

The building inventory created 
by GeoTerraImage shows that 
nearly half a million people live in 
188,212 informal dwellings within 
these eight high-risk cities. All of 
them face a growing but immi-
nent threat of increased morbid-
ity and mortality. 

Many of these at-risk cities and 
municipalities are utterly un-
prepared. All spheres of govern-
ment should undertake disaster 
risk reduction, and the Disaster 
Management Act makes risk as-
sessments compulsory. But these 
evaluations seldom translate into 
good practice. And although heat-
related hazards are mentioned in 
many local disaster management 
plans, a lack of historical data 
means few consider heatwaves 
a prevalent disaster. As a result, 
contingency plans are lacking.

The worst is yet to come, and 
the next couple of decades will 
bring more heat stress as tem-
peratures rise and heatwaves 
increase in magnitude and fre-
quency. Projections show that 
heat-related deaths among the 
elderly in South Africa can climb 
from a baseline of two deaths per 
100,000 to as many as 20 to 50 
deaths per 100,000 by 2050. 

Europe’s deadly 2003 heat-
wave cost 72,000 lives, with 
France alone losing nearly 
20,000 people in under three 
weeks. Temperatures rose to re-
cord-breaking levels of 43°C. This 
tested Europe’s climate change 
readiness and found it wanting. 
Now South Africa finds itself in 
a similar situation — unprepared 
and risking a significant loss of 
life.

After the disaster, France put 
in place a series of responses to 
avoid future devastation. A na-
tional heatwave plan was drawn 
up, and a comprehensive emer-
gency plan was adopted that 
would kick into action with early 
warnings issued by their health 
watch system.

Emergency responses included 

school closures, labour restric-
tions between certain hours and 
parks opening for extended pe-
riods. Databases of vulnerable 
people were drawn up, cooling 
rooms opened, and awareness 
campaigns were run. Shade and 
showers were provided at home-
less shelters, water was placed 
in public spaces and on trans-
port routes, and temporary spray 
parks were created.

Longer-term climate adaptation 
steps were taken to make France 
more resilient in future. Cities 
started rolling out green roofs, 
increasing vegetation coverage, 
restoring ecosystems, protect-
ing water provision services and 
changing construction regula-
tions for better insulation and 
ventilation. 

These plans were tested in 2016 
and again in 2019 when France ex-
perienced two back-to-back heat-
waves that set all-time records. 
Mortality rates were significantly 
lower, even despite thermome-
ters showing highs of 46°C. 

South Africa can learn from 
countries like France even if our 
circumstances are different. Many 
of the steps taken there are not 
suited to a water-scarce, electrici-
ty-constrained and unequal coun-
try such as South Africa. 

As urbanisation continues, 
building adaptive capacity into 
the design of settlements will be 
vital for saving lives. Worthwhile 
initiatives such as C40’s climate 
action plans are seeing cities such 
as Cape Town, Ekurhuleni, Ethik-
wini, Tshwane and Johannesburg 
pledge to build urban resilience. 
But South Africa needs to urgent-
ly pass the draft Climate Change 
Bill and implement the National 
Climate Change Adaptation Strat-
egy.

Decisive mitigation actions 
worldwide will protect against 
future losses from heatwaves. 
However good disaster manage-
ment plans and responses are 
needed to safeguard cities within 
the next few years. Municipalities 
must conduct a heat risk assess-
ment and put in place heatwave 
contingency plans for high-risk 
settlements. 

Good communication channels 
are needed between early warn-
ing systems and local govern-
ments to enable timely responses. 
To avoid losing many more lives, 
at-risk cities have to be prepared 
and proactive, using the struc-
tures put in place by the Disaster 
Management Act. 

DM

Potential for SA cities to suffer urban heat 
island effect an increasingly deadly threat

 Midday heat in Khayelitsha, Cape Town. Nearly 30,000 deaths in South africa were directly attributable to 
increased temperatures from 1997 to 2013, pointing to severe underreporting. (Photo: EPA/NIC BOTHMA)
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BEIJING

I
n the face of multiple pressing challenges and 
growing uncertainties across the globe, the 
20-year-old Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), the world's largest and most populous re-

gional institution, has both the responsibility and the 
capacity to play a more constructive role in enhancing 
regional security and pursuing common development.

As leaders of the SCO members -- China, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and 
Pakistan -- convene via video link on Friday, all eyes 
are on them to see how they will take the good oppor-
tunity to better coordinate and pool their endeavors 
to tide over the trying times and draw a blueprint for 
a shared future. Under the guidance of the Shanghai 
Spirit, a bedrock principle of the bloc, the SCO coun-
tries have rendered each other respect and support, 
forging a new type of international relations featuring 
mutual respect and win-win cooperation. 

After two decades of growth, the organization, now 
with eight full members, four observer countries and 
six dialogue partners, has become not only a strong 
pillar of regional peace and security, but also a major 
platform to promote cooperation and exchanges on 
the vast Eurasian landmass. Its members have been 
joining forces to fight against the "three evil forces" of 
terrorism, separatism and extremism, bolster trade 
and economic growth, and advance people-to-people 
ties.

In 2020, the combined economic size of the SCO 
countries reached 18.4 trillion U.S. dollars, an 11-fold 
increase since its founding, while intra-SCO trade 
jumped eight times to 6.2 trillion dollars over the same 
period. People-to-people exchanges have also main-
tained strong momentum. 

Back in 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
number of visits between China and other SCO mem-
bers exceeded 7 million, 3.5 times as many as in 2001. 

When the contagious disease broke out in many 
parts of the world, the SCO members have demonstrat-
ed a spirit of solidarity. They have helped each other 
to control the spread of the coronavirus and safeguard 
public health, and taken a clear stance against political 
manipulation of the pandemic.

The 20-year landmark is a new starting point. The 
organization, which covers three-fifths of the Eurasian 
continent, nearly half of the world's population, and 

Plea for stronger partnership amid growing global uncertainties
over 20 percent of the global gross do-
mestic product, is looking to work more 
closely and earnestly to enhance its 
"three pillars," or the three major coop-
eration areas of security, economy and 
people-to-people exchanges. 

The SCO members need to maintain 
close coordination and forge a stronger 
partnership to safeguard the region's 
peace and stability, which is also the pri-
mary purpose of the organization.

As for the Afghanistan issue, the SCO 
needs to build consensus and work to-
gether with other groups such as the 
Collective Security Treaty Organization 
to prevent a resurgence of terrorism, 
promote reconciliation, help recon-
struct the war-torn country, and make 
sure that the country will not fall into 
chaos once again.

 Another pressing task for the or-
ganization is to step up cooperation in 
public health governance. Its members 
have to accelerate vaccine distribution 
and make vaccines more accessible, and 
strengthen coordination to facilitate the 
cross-border movements of both people 
and goods in an orderly and safe man-
ner.

The difficult moment calls for more 
support and efforts in keeping the global 
industrial chains running smoothly and 
building a more open, equitable and in-
clusive world economy. 

To revitalize the hard-hit economy 
in the throes of a still-raging pandemic, 
the SCO members should firmly stick to 
multilateralism and openness, facilitate 
trade and investment, and boost con-
nectivity and integration in the region. 

The Belt and Road Initiative has of-
fered a unique chance for the SCO coun-
tries to synergize their respective de-
velopment plans, tap further into their 
huge potential and rev up practical co-
operation.

Last but not the least, it is necessary 
to increase people-to-people exchanges 

Rescuers pull villagers from flood waters in Xingyang city in China’s Henan Province.

Fundamental changes needed at UN summit to tackle global food insecurity
BRIGHTON, UK,

C
OVID-19 has exposed numerous fractures in 
global food systems that leave millions at risk 
of food insecurity. Like the numerous political 
failures in dealing with COVID, the repercus-

sions of food system failings are experienced by rich 
and poor countries alike, with the poorest and most 
marginalised paying the greatest price.

To be clear, while the numbers of those who are un-
dernourished remain shamefully high, this is a food 
crisis that is not just about hunger or famine. There is 
also a silent and growing crisis of an estimated 38.9 mil-
lion children worldwide affected by overweight and in 
too many cases, these children grow into adults facing 
unhealthy eating and chronic diseases associated with 
obesity (diabetes, heart disease and some cancers etc.).

Alongside these dual burdens of malnutrition, there 
is a third crisis – climate change – which the food and 
agriculture is a major contributor to as well as being 
vulnerable to its impacts, and therefore further threat-
ening food security.

The United Nations (UN) Food Systems Summit on 
23 September 2021 was conceived (in the jargon of 
the UN) to develop equitable, healthy and sustainable 
responses to ensure that “no one is left behind” as we 
“build back better” from COVID-19.

Forty one thousand people have taken part in Sum-
mit dialogues but the process has been marred by 
continual criticism, particularly for its inadequate at-
tention to human rights, the sovereignty of indigenous 
peoples over their own food systems, and worker 
rights across the food system.

More than anything, criticism of the Summit has 

by the COVID pandemic.
What we have seen ahead of 

this week’s Summit is a lot of “nu-
tri-washing” and thousands of 
proposals reflecting the voices of 
well-nourished people and little (if 
any) proposals for putting an end 
to hunger and other forms of mal-
nourishment as a political priority 
by governments around the world.

The final speech by UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres could be 
a turning point to change this, but 
not if he chooses to paper over the 
sensitivities when addressing con-
tentious issues, as UN leaders are 
wont to do.

If you haven’t yet, get involved, 
even after the Summit on 23rd 
September. This battle will rage on 
including in your own country as it 
faces up to these multiple food and 
climate crises and as policy mak-
ers face numerous influences over 
policy directions in response.

All future UN processes should 
be governed by a simple set of 
rules set by the precedent of past 
UN organisations and international 
summits where conflicts of inter-
est have been taken seriously. This 
will set the standard for national 
debates across the world, which is 
where the real work begins.

heft and role that the SCO rises to 
the occasion, forges an even closer 
community with a shared future, 
and makes more contributions to 
the region and the world at large. 

and enhance mutual understanding with-
in the organization, as flourishing people-
to-people exchanges have consolidated 
public support for the SCO's growth, and 
will continue to play a key role in its all-
round cooperation. 

Twenty years ago, in the Chinese city of 

Shanghai, the six founding members an-
nounced the creation of the SCO, ushering 
in a new era that countries in the region 
are jointly pursuing security, develop-
ment and prosperity.

 Today, as the world is going through 
an era of profound changes, it befits its 

focused on its inclusion of ‘Big Food’, in-
cluding names such as PepsiCo who were 
invited to ‘fireside chats’ as part of the Pre-
Summit in Rome.

Of course, food companies are an essen-
tial part of the food system. Indeed, had 
the Summit engaged first in a root cause 
analysis of the problems that have con-
tributed to the syndemic (synergistic epi-
demic) – of undernutrition, obesity and 
climate change – all issues the Summit 
portends to address – corporate concen-
tration, negligence and unbridled power 
would have been identified as the prima-
ry cause of policy inertia.

There is no doubt that corporations will 
need to radically transform as part of the 
changes advocated by the Summit. But 
they won’t do that on their own and they 
certainly won’t do that as part of cosy fire-
side chats.

Yes, this will take dialogue, but the re-
cord on this to date is poor. In many global 
and national spaces, rather than be “part 
of the conversation”, there is widely docu-
mented academic evidence of big food 
companies trying to shape the outcomes 
in their interest: towards voluntary meas-
ures and empty promises, away from the 
regulation (such as front of packet labels) 
and taxation (such as soda taxes) which 
have been shown to be most effective in 
minimising the damage from unhealthy, 

highly and ultraprocessed foods.
Discussion of such issues, alongside 

such products’ environmental impacts, 
have been minimised as part of the Sum-
mit process. Was that to avoid Big Food’s’ 
discomfort at discussing the most un-
healthy and unsustainable foods?

UN organisations and their staff are well 
aware of such issues but have been pres-
sured to “come to the table” with com-
panies they know are more interested in 
driving shareholder value than contribut-
ing to sustainability and public health.

Such companies have a history of un-
ethical marketing of unhealthy foods to 
children, or persuading poor mothers not 
to breastfeed. Fortunately, there are con-
flict of interest rules and protocols that 
exist to protect the day to day work of UN 
organisations so that they can fulfil their 
public mandate without such unethical 
interference.

As part of our own contribution to the 
Summit planning and to help it overcome 
such criticisms, two of us led an ad-hoc 
committee focused on the Summit’s own 
‘principles of engagement’. We also wrote 
to the UN Secretary General and the Sum-
mit leadership to suggest that the Summit 
simply follow the UN’s own conflict of in-
terest rules and be transparent about who 
was involved in shaping Summit process-
es and why.

Our letter was initially signed by 100 in-

dividuals and international organisations 
across five continents, ranging from di-
etary disease activists in Ghana to organi-
sations such as Save the Children and re-
searchers at the International Food Policy 
Research Institute.

The UN’s own Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Food was an early support-
er and 40 additional signatories were 
added recently when we re-opened the 
letter due to popular demand, including 
the American Heart Association and a 
co-author of this opinion article, the ex-
Director of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (now Director General of 
Brazil’s Zero Hunger Institute).

But from the leadership of the summit 
itself, nothing in reply.

You may ask who cares about these UN 
summits, really? We do and everyone else 
should too. Such summits set the scene 
for national action, they define future 
funding patterns for UN and bilateral aid 
organisations, they spawn decades of de-
bate on the issues raised, and, if not well 
conceived, they provide nice sounding 
cover for the status-quo.

Behind the multiple fights that have 
raged in the privileged world of these 
global debates, there are real issues that 
will play out in multiple ways in every 
country faced with the global food and 
climate emergencies and the inequities 
that caused them, made all the more raw 

A photo taken on Aug 24, 2021 shows the main venue of the 2021 Smart China Expo in Southwest China's Chongqing municipal-
ity. 
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Ardhi Institute Tabora (ARI-
TA) has made a number of trans-
formations aimed at producing 
competent technicians and assis-
tants, who can render competitive 
services, hence contribute to the 
country’s industrialization agenda.

The Tabora-based originated 
from an in-house training of map 
draughtsmanship which was con-
ducted by the Ministry of Lands 
since 1955. From July 1964, the 
course was formalised and was 
conducted for six months duration. 
Lack of sufficient room to conduct 
the course and the growing need 
for more technicians in the Lands 
sector as a result of more land offic-
es being opened at the district level 
compelled the Ministry to expand 
the training. This resulted in the 
transfer of the training to Tabora in 
1979.

It evolved from a single class of 
on job training to an institution of 
excellence where the nation de-
pends on its output of competent 
technicians and assistants. These 
are at the forefront in rendering 

services and products in land-relat-
ed matters.

Since its inception, ARITA has 
made a number of strides includ-
ing increasing the number of stu-
dents with the aim of addressing 
the shortage of land experts in the 
country in tandem with improv-
ing its teaching and learning envi-
ronment.

Eleven years ago, the institute 
set an ambitious ten-year plan 
(2010-2020), which increased 
the number of students from 146 
in the academic year 2009/2010 
to 1,414 in the academic year 
2020/2021.

In an interview, ARITA acting 
Principal Donald Rweramila says 
that since 1979, the institute has 
been increasing student enroll-
ment based on existing infrastruc-
ture.

"To us this is a big achievement 
and we're on track," Rweramila 
says, adding that in 2009, the then 
Ministry of Lands, Housing and 
Human Settlements Development 
came up with a comprehensive 
ten-year plan aimed at expanding 
the institute by increasing infra-

ARITA in drive to massively 
contribute to Tanzania’s 
industrialization agenda

By Guardian Reporter 

A TOTAL of 6,500 youth 
from 20 countries in Africa 
are expected to meet in the 
5th East African Youth Leader-
ship Summit aimed at, among 
other things, crafting respons-
es to Africa’s rapidly growing 
population. 

The forum is jointly organ-
ised by the East African Com-
munity (EAC) in collaboration 
with the MS Training Centre 
for Development Cooperation 
and is expected to take place 

from the 8th to 12th Novem-
ber, 2021.  

Since 2017, the two organi-
sations and other partners 
through their youth engage-
ment initiatives – the EAC 
Youth Ambassadors Platform 
and YouLead Africa – Africa 
Youth Leadership Program 
respectively have jointly con-
vened the annual YouLead 
Summit.

The climax event is now 
East Africa’s largest and most 
diverse forum of young lead-

ers bringing together men-
tors, government policy mak-
ers, development partners, 
private sector and academia. 
It also involves the media and 
civil society.  

The summit will be held 
under “The Future of Africa: 
Creating Jobs, Feeding, and 
Housing the World’s Young-
est Continent” as a hybrid 
event with several speakers 
and a limited audience at the 
EAC Headquarters in Arusha, 
in compliance with COVID-19 
guidelines, and beamed vir-

tually to thousands of partici-
pants. 

The summit is convening for 
the 5th edition and will high-
light the importance of collab-
orative efforts to boost invest-
ment and trade for Africa’s 
burgeoning youth population.  

The summit’s co-conveners 
are former president Jakaya 
Kikwete, who is also You-
Lead’s Patron, and Dr Peter 
Mathuki, the EAC Secretary-
General and the East African 
Business Council, the region’s 
apex private-sector apex or-

ganization.
It is expected that the sum-

mit will also feature other 
Heads of State, eminent lead-
ers, government representa-
tives and private sector rep-
resentatives from across the 
region.

 “I invite all East Africans 
and friends of East Africa to 
the YouLead Summit 2021. 
This year’s theme resonates 
well with the six leading UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals,” said Dr. Mathuki in a 
video message.  

6,500 youth to meet in Arusha for the 5th East African Youth Leadership 

cian certificate, and ordinary diploma on 
land-related fields.

According to the principal, the institute has 
successfully developed to improve all curric-
ula in accordance with the National Council 
for Technical Education (NACTE) system so 
that the awards presented by Ardhi Institute 
Tabora have national and international qual-
ity standards.

“The institute has successfully obtained 
registration (REG/EOS/010) and accredi-
tation from NACTE to provide Land Sec-
tor training at the certificate and diploma 
level, he says, stressing: “Eligible diploma 
graduates are eligible to enroll in under-
graduate studies at any university in and 
outside the country that offers land-relat-
ed courses."

The institute has also increased enroll-
ment year after year, for instance from 182 
students in the 2011/2012 academic year to 
1,011 students for the 2018/2019 academic 
year.

It has also improved the water supply 
system for the use of boarding students 
by building a 200,000 litres underground 
storage tank.

The institute has also improved the elec-
trical system by installing three-phase 
electricity and installing transformers 
within the campus to meet the growing 
power demand. "We've purchased a large 
generator capable of serving the entire 
campus during a power outage."

Offering basic technician certificate in 
LMV & R, technician certificate in LMV & 
R, diploma in LMV & R, and basic techni-
cian certificate in cartography, ARITA has 
also started building an ultra-modern li-

brary with the capacity of accommodating 
360 students and 50 computers at once.

Rweramila says that the college has been 
able to connect to the National ICT broad-
band backbone, so online services for staff 
and students have been improved;

Due to the large increase in the num-
ber of students, ARITA has started reno-
vating one of its buildings, which in the 
2010-2020 master plan in order to provide 
health care at the dispensary level.

“The college has succeeded in establish-
ing a Student Admission System which has 
been developed and established by Ardhi 
University - Dar es Salaam. This partici-
patory system helps to facilitate student 
enrollment, maintain accurate student re-
cords, announce examination results and 
control the payment of tuition fees for stu-
dents."

He says: “We’re also renovating various 
infrastructure including staff offices, class-
rooms, student dormitories, and furniture 
purchases. We’ve introduced new courses 
such as Geographical Information System 
(GIS) and Environmental Management. 
These courses are especially important in 
the huge industrial investments, the coun-
try is investing in. That’s why we’re saying 
our transformation is meant to contribute 
to the country’s industrialization agenda.”

ARITA provides long-term training in the 
fields of mapping; land management, valu-
ation and registration; arts, design and 
publishing, and other land-related fields. 
It also conducts practical research in the 
fields of the land sector; provides profes-
sional advice aimed at solving various 
challenges in land issues in the country.

ARITA acting principal, Donald Rweramila speaks at 
one of functions held at the institute recently.

By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

THE Tanzania National Roads 
Agency (Tanroads) has called on 
the government to venture into the 
Weholite technology, which has 
proved to be effective, affordable, 
and makes roads durable.

Tanroads Coast regional man-
ager Eng. Upendo Mshana made 
the call over the weekend when she 
inspected the Visegese pilot project 
in Kisarawe District.

“We have received this technol-
ogy and see how effective it is to 
our pilot project, therefore we 
would like to advise the govern-
ment to increase budget so that we 
can adopt this technology in most 
of our roads, as it is easy and uses 
a short period of times,” she said, 
adding that the technology can be 
installed in all weather conditions.

Eng. Mshana also highlighted 
that though the Weholite technol-

ogy is expensive compared to the 
concrete culverts its affordability 
comes from time and durability.

“We spent 85m/- when install-
ing three Weholite technologies at 
Visegese Bridge, but it was at the 
peak of the raining season with 
floods and we managed and also 
spent one week to finish it and re-
turn communications,” she empha-
sized.

For his part, Director of the 
Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads 
Agency (TARURA) Kibaha, Abdul 
Digaga said the agency has started 
using the technology in some of its 
projects insisting that this time the 
government set aside more funds 
for its roads.

Digaga also said that the technol-
ogy is effective for emergency pur-
poses in rural areas because of its 
quick installation and flexibility to 
withstand high loads.

“We are planning to set funds in 

our projects so that we can be able 
to use this technology in our cul-
verts and other projects especially 
in highly emergency needs,” he 
stressed, adding: “We’re now look-
ing at how we can include the min-
istry and experts in order to adopt 
Weholite in our projects.”

“TARURA believes that in fighting 
against various disasters like floods 
it is a must to have solutions like 
this technology because concrete 
culverts are expensive compared 
to Weholite technology,” he stated

He gave an example that Weholite 
culverts are 30 percent less com-
pared to concrete culverts whereby 
the completion of a structure is 
constructed for 100m/-, then it can 
be completed with only 70m/- by 
using Weholite technology.

Plasco Ltd chief operating of-
ficer, Alimiya Osman said Weholite 
technology is an alternative for 
concrete culverts in roads and rail-

ways culverts construction because 
it is lightweight, tolerant to ground 
movement and easy to handle.

“The world is changing and 
hence we should change by adopt-
ing the latest technologies because 
it saves time and money,” he en-
couraged, adding that while using 
concrete culverts, there is a need 
to complete some processes for it 
to be installed but Weholite doesn’t 
need time to dry compared to con-
crete which uses cement.

Osman underscored that a con-
tractor can spend from 3 to 4 weeks 
in putting concrete culverts, some-
thing which needs money and time 
but with Weholite a contractor can 
save time and money by taking only 
a day or even a week to finish the 
project.

He mentioned that during disas-
ters where communications are de-
stroyed and special and economic 
activities stop, Weholite can be the 

best solution in restoring those ac-
tivities.

“As a company, we are incredibly 
proud to think that we can contrib-
ute to a better Tanzania, by helping 
to build our nation on world-class 
infrastructure such as Weholite,” 
he intoned.

Plasco Limited Weholite tech-
nology expert, Simon Thomas de-
scribed the technology as flexible, 
superior hydraulic design and 
properties, also with good chemi-
cal and abrasion resistance with 
ranges of ring stiffness.

“The technology has been suc-
cessfully used and adopted into 
national standards across coun-
tries such as the United Kingdom, 
USA, Sweden and Finland,” he 
asserted, insisting that the Weho-
lite systems are well known for 
introducing efficiency and best 
value to projects, especially when 
compared to traditional methods 

of construction such as concrete 
pipes and boxes.

Opening the one-day semi-
nar held in Kibaha town, Gaspar 
Ojoro representing the Director 
of Roads at the Ministry of Works 
said the Weholite technology is 
environmental friendly because 
it uses plastics which are wasted 
hence recycled and used to manu-
facture plastic culverts.

The seminar organized by Plas-
co Limited with the aim of dis-
cussing the adoption and inclu-
sion of Weholite HDPE structured 
wall pipe technology into the de-
sign manuals for road infrastruc-
ture was attended by the manag-
ers and engineers of TARURA and 
TANROADS from the 26 regions.

Ojoro also said that due to cli-
mate change, Weholite technolo-
gy is good for emergency response 
therefore should be applied in 
various regions in the country.

Tanroads urges govt to switch to new culverts technology

structure, adding facilities that brought an increase in 
the number of students from 146 in 2009/10 to 1,414 in 
2020/2021.

“The government’s target is to ensure enroll 1,500 
students per academic year and we’re working hard to 
meet this target,” he stresses.

According to him, since the college was established 
from 1979 to 2017 it has managed to produce a total of 
3,303 graduates in basic technician certificate, techni-

By Guardian Correspondent

CHEVRON Brands International and AFAL Manu-
facturing Limited (AML) of the Tristar Group have 
signed a long-term license agreement encompass-
ing production, distribution, and marketing of lu-
bricants in Tanzania, Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) mainly to 
strengthen its already growing presence in East Af-
rica.

Caltex branded lubricants have been available in 
East African countries since 2013 through a distribu-
tor agreement with Africa Fuels & Lubricants Ltd 
(AFAL), also of the Tristar Group.

The mutual trust and satisfaction from this suc-
cessful collaboration was a major factor in the reali-
zation of the long-term license agreement. 

Under the new scope, Chevron will provide its 
world leading technology, and AML will blend, 
market, and distribute Caltex branded lubri-
cants through its extensive network to Caltex’

The relationship seeks to leverage the synergy 
of strong brand strength and AML’s extensive 
market reach to successfully carve out a share 
in the competitive East Africa lubricants market.

 “Chevron has a history in East Africa spanning 
seven decades and we have collaborated with 
AFAL since 2013. Over the last eight years, our 
relationship with AFAL has grown from strength 
to strength and we are excited to begin a new 
chapter with AML, which will take the Caltex 
brand across Eastern Africa,” General Manager 
for Middle East and Africa Fuels and Lubricants 
Douglas Rankine said in a statement released to 
the media over the weekend in Dar es Salaam.

“The new agreement also includes lubricants 
blending options for future expansion,” he add-
ed.

“Both parties worked through the pandemic to 
deliver the agreement, reflecting an enhanced rela-
tionship based on trust, integrity and performance,” 
he explained.

The success of this license agreement and the 
growing demand for lubricants in the region were 
major factors in building further the relationship be-
tween the Tristar Group and Chevron, and will real-
ize entry into Tanzania as a new market for AML.

New agreement strengthens lubricants’ 
growth and presence in Tanzania
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BEIJING

I
n the bloody drone 
strike on what the 
U.S. military claimed 
"suspected suicide 

bombers" in Afghanistan 
late August, 10 members of 
one family, including a two-
year-old girl, were killed. All 
of them were innocent civil-
ians.

However, when U.S. media 
raised doubts with evidenc-
es suggesting the targeted 
vehicle contained no ex-
plosives and the family had 
no connection to terrorist 
groups, a spokesperson for 
the U.S. Ministry of Defense 
understated the attack, say-
ing "not aware of any plans 
to put investigators on the 

ground." The remarks are a 
typical reflection of Wash-
ington's disregard for life. 
For centuries, the United 
States has been obsessed 
with aggressive wars. Its 
endless military actions 
have seriously violated hu-
man rights and caused tre-
mendous humanitarian 
disasters across the world, 
and made the country the 
biggest saboteur of global 
peace and stability.

As U.S. historian Paul At-
wood put it, "War is the 
American way of life." Since 
its independence on July 4, 
1776, in more than 240 years, 
the United States was not at 
war for merely 16 years. Its 
path towards global domi-
nance was built on wars, 

slavery and slaughters. After 
the end of World War II, the 
United States has launched 
a series of wars in foreign 
lands and brought about 
conflicts and chaos in many 
places of the world, leaving 
horrific civilian casualties 
and property damage. Take 
the Iraq War as an example. 
Amid global oppositions, 
Washington invaded the oil-
rich country in 2003 with 
allegations that the country 
possessed weapons of mass 
destruction, although there 
was no concrete evidence.

According to Brown Uni-
versity's Watson Institute 
for International and Public 
Affairs, between 184,382 and 
207,156 Iraqi civilians were 
directly killed in war-relat-

ed violence in the country. 
The invaders also deployed 
such weapons as depleted 
uranium bombs and white-
phosphorus bombs during 
the war, which has posed 
a grave threat to local en-
vironment and the public 
health. According to the 
Iraqi authorities, prior to 
the First Gulf War in 1991, 
the rate of cancer cases in 
Iraq was 40 out of 100,000 
people, while by 2005, the 
figure had soared to at least 
1,600 out of 100,000.

A study by the Smithsoni-
an Magazine in 2019 showed 
that the U.S.-launched 
wars and military opera-
tions under the pretext of 
"anti-terrorism" after the 
9/11 attacks have "spread 

to more than 40 percent 
of the world's countries." 
Over 929,000 people were 
killed in the violence of the 
post-9/11 wars in Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria, 
Yemen and elsewhere, with 
38 million people displaced 
in the past two decades, 
showed September data by 
the Costs of War project of 
Brown University. 

"Endless campaigns 
abroad unleash a host of 
political forces -- milita-
rism, secrecy, enhanced 
executive authority, xeno-
phobia, faux patriotism, 
demagoguery, etc," wrote 
Stephen M. Walt, a profes-
sor of international rela-
tions at Harvard University, 
in an earlier piece on For-

eign Policy magazine.
The United States is not 

only a notorious war crim-
inal, but also the "dirty 
hands" that messed other 
countries up. In his book 
"America's Deadliest Ex-
port: Democracy," U.S. writ-
er William Blum pointed 
out that the United States 
has tried to overthrow 
more than 50 foreign gov-
ernments since the end of 
World War II, interfered in 
elections in at least 30 na-
tions, and attempted to as-
sassinate over 50 foreign 
leaders. Cuba's Granma 
daily has reported that in 
the last 20 years, U.S. insti-
tutions including the Agen-
cy for International Devel-
opment and the National 

Endowment for Democ-
racy have allocated about 
250 million U.S. dollars to 
finance destabilizing and 
subversive activities in the 
island country.

A countless number of 
facts have proved that the 
United States is the real 
disruptor of international 
rules and the world order, 
the source of growing un-
certainties across the world, 
as well as the major stum-
bling block in the pursuit of 
peace and development. If 
the United States continues 
to be addicted to hegemony 
and the law of the jungle, it 
will be drifting toward an-
tithesis of peace-loving peo-
ple and countries, and be 
left behind by the times

'US a disruptor of global peace in every sense'

DOMINICA

D
ubbed ‘the People’s 
Summit, the United 
Nations Food Systems 
Summit (UNFSS) hopes 

to put the world back on a path 
to achieve the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals by 2030, through 
food systems overhauling. From 
the tempered to the extremely 
optimistic, experts in various food 
system sectors share their expec-
tations of transformation.

The world has been lagging 
on ambitious climate, biodiver-
sity and sustainable development 
goals, but the UNFSS is hoping that 
commitments to transform global 
food systems will get the world 
back on track to meeting the Sus-
tainable Development Goals by 
2030.

The inaugural UNFSS will take 
place virtually during the UN Gen-
eral Assembly High-Level Week, 
under the leadership of UN Secre-
tary-General António Guterres.

If Women Farmers were Politi-
cians, the World Would be Fed, 
says Danielle Nierenberg

Barilla Foundation Report High-
lights Need for Food Companies to 
Align with Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals

Q&A: Why the World ‘Can’t Af-
ford to Wait’ for Transparent, Eq-
uitable Food Systems

It promises to bring together 
the public and private sectors, 
non-governmental organisations, 
farmers groups, indigenous lead-
ers, youth representatives and re-
searchers to outline a clear path to 
ensure that the world’s food pro-
duction and distribution are safe, 
healthy, sustainable and equitable.

Learning from the lessons of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the summit 
also hopes to make food produc-
tion and distribution more resil-
ient to vulnerabilities, stress and 
shocks.

Experts in sustainability and 
various food system sectors have 
been speaking about their expec-

Food experts optimistic on global food systems transformation
tations and hopes for a summit 
that is built on solutions to some 
of the world’s most pressing issues 
such as land degradation, inequal-
ity, rising hunger, and obesity.

Panellists at a Barilla Center for 
Food and Nutrition (BCFN) ‘Fix-
ing the Business of Food’ webinar 
held on September 16, 2021, were 
asked how optimistic they were, 
on a scale of 1 to 10, of real food 
systems transformation in the 
next 12 months, triggered by the 
private sector.

“I am going to give a full 10,” said 
Viktoria de Bourbon de Parme, 
Head of Food Processing at the 
World Benchmarking Alliance. “I 
am super optimistic,” she added. 
“I think we are there. Momentum 
is there, and it is going to happen.”

Executive Director of Food and 
Nature at the World Business 
Council for Sustainable Develop-
ment Diane Holdorf is similarly 
optimistic.

“I would say an 8 out of 10, but 
I do have to preface this by saying 
that systems change is complex. 
With individual leading compa-
nies demonstrating what is pos-
sible and bringing others along, 
we are going to see for sure actual 
system changes,” she said.

Not all experts are optimistic 
that the UNFSS will bring about 
the urgent changes required for 
food systems transformation.

IPS spoke with Million Belay, the 
Alliance for Food Sovereignty in 
Africa (AFSA) head, about his ex-
pectations for the summit.

Belay, who is also an advisory 
board member for BCFN and a 
food systems researcher, said that 
he and alliance members disagree 
with the summit’s agenda and 
structure. The alliance represents 
farmers, pastoralists, hunter/gath-
erers, faith-based organisations, 
indigenous peoples and women’s 
groups,

“The pre-summit has happened 
in Rome. During that presummit, 
we had our own summit, organ-
ised by civil society mechanisms, 
and it was clear that farmers, fish-
erfolk, indigenous people, local 

groups, and women’s organisations were all 
saying no, the UNFFS summit does not repre-
sent us. There is no reason to be part of that,” 
Belay said.

Belay believes that the Committee on World 
Food Security (CFS) should have been respon-
sible for organising the Summit.

“This is a space where the civil society in 
general and the civil society mechanism and 
governments come together to negotiate about 
food-related issues, so the agenda should have 
been set there,” he said, adding that, “the UNF-
SS has set up a scientific body as part of the 
structure, but we already have a scientific body 
in the CFS, that is called the High-Level Panel 
of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition. It is 
a scientific body, and you can say that we need 
to beef up this body, but they have established 
a totally different scientific body.”

While expectations from the summit differ, 

the experts are unanimous in their view that 
the world is in urgent need of radical change 
in how food is grown, sold and distributed to 
tackle food insecurity, land degradation and 
rising poverty. “(The Summit) is one step on 
a very, very long journey. Perhaps more than 
ever, as the UN General Assembly opens, we 
feel the weight and burdens of non-sustaina-
bility in the world,” said Jeffrey Sachs, Director 
of the Center for Sustainable Development at 
Columbia University.

Sachs says the transformation to sustainable 
development will demand deep energy and fis-
cal policy change.

With land-use accounting for about 30 per-
cent of all greenhouse gas emissions and ensu-
ing issues like deforestation and loss of habitat, 
he is calling for fundamental change in land-
use policies across the globe, adding that cur-
rent, unsustainable use is a ‘massive contribu-

tor to crises the board.’
Another aspect of the complex global food 

system that requires urgent attention is the 
need for healthy diets.

“About half the world does not have a healthy 
diet. Of the 8 billion people on the planet, 
roughly 1 billion live in extreme hunger. Anoth-
er 2 billion live with one or more micronutrient 
deficiencies, anaemia, vitamin deficiencies or 
omega-three fatty acid deficiencies, which are 
absolutely debilitating for health. Another bil-
lion people are obese,” Sachs said.

This week’s UNFSS hopes to get commit-
ments from governments, the private sector, 
farmers and indigenous groups to work to-
gether and change global food production and 
consumption.

By tackling the food crisis, organisers hope 
to address the climate, biodiversity, and hun-
ger crises.
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PARIS 

Finance provided and mobilised by de-
veloped countries to help poor countries 
tackle climate change rose 2 per cent annu-
ally in 2019 to $79.6 billion but is expected 
to fall short of the target of $100bn by 2020, 
according to a report from the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD). The data has yet to be 
calculated for 2020.

“Climate finance continued to grow 
in 2019 but developed countries remain 
$20bn short of meeting the 2020 goal of 
mobilising $100bn,” OECD secretary gen-
eral Mathias Cormann said on Friday. “The 
limited progress in overall climate finance 
volumes between 2018 and 2019 is dis-
appointing, particularly ahead of Cop26. 
While appropriately verified data for 2020 
will not be available until early next year, 
it is clear that climate finance will remain 
well short of its target,” Mr Cormann said.

The report comes as UN chief Antonio 

Guterres urged developed countries to 
do more to help poor countries fight the 
adverse effects of the climate change and 
make the upcoming Cop26 conference a 
success. The UN Cop26 conference in Glas-
gow, Scotland, in November aims to bring 
much more ambitious climate action and 
mobilise funds from participants around 
the globe to tackle climate change.

“More needs to be done. We know that 
donor countries recognise this, with Can-
ada and Germany now taking forward a 
delivery plan for mobilising the additional 
finance required to reach the $100bn a 
year goal,” Mr Cormann added.

Asia has been the main beneficiary of 
climate finance over 2016 to 2019 period, 
receiving 43 per cent of the total on aver-
age, followed by Africa on 26 per cent and 
the Americas at 17 per cent, according to 
OECD data.

Climate finance for Least Developed 
Countries rose strongly in 2019, up 27 per 
cent compared to the previous year, but 

Climate finance by rich countries surges 2pc in 2019 but set to miss $100bn target

By Smart Money Reporter

A 
record 130,000 residents of Coast Region have 
defective limbs emanating from accidents but 
also natural disabilities hence companies 
should back government efforts to provide 

them with artificial limbs.
Coast Regional Commissioner, Abubakari Kunenge said 

last week during a ceremony where Kamal Group donat-
ed 100 artificial limbs to assist maimed people, that many 
of the victims need donations because they cannot afford 
to buy them.

He said people in the region lack the means to buy such 
gadgets because they don’t work as a culture of laziness is 
prevalent. “The problem is that most of our people in this 
region are quite unproductive. They don’t love working,” 
he said while urging them to change their attitude and 
seize employment opportunity created by investors such 
as Kamal’s Group’s cashew nut processing plant.

Kunenge who presented the artificial limbs to rep-
resentatives of the beneficiaries, commended Kamal 
Group’s management and owners for the donations 
which have reached over 1,000 people in the past seven 
years.

He urged residents of the industries dominated region 
to get jobs because there are hundreds of factories need-
ing labour saying a lot more mega projects will soon be 
implemented in the region. “Lets get jobs and earn in-
come to live better,” the RC urged the residents.

Under Kamal Group’s cashew nuts processing project 
which has so far attracted over 100 Tanzanians, they will 
be given space at its industrial park in Bagamoyo district 
where they will operate small scale cashew nut process-
ing plants.

Earlier, Baganoyo District Commissioner, Zainabu Issa 
said her district is home to a total of 145 industries with 
Kamal Industrial Park offering another opportunity for 
the area to flourish economically.

Through its subsidiary, Kamal Agro Limited, the city-
based conglomerate has come up with an ambitious pro-
ject that will see hundreds of Tanzanians becoming ac-

Coast RC calls on corporations to back donation of artificial limbs as thousands in need

Nigeria’s Dangote in talks with 
traders for oil refinery finding

LAGOS 

Africa’s richest man Aliko 
Dangote is in talks with some 
of the world’s biggest oil trad-
ers to help finance his mega re-
finery project outside of Nige-
ria’s commercial centre Lagos, 
sources with knowledge of the 
matter said, although his com-
pany denied the discussions. 

The 650,000 barrel-per-day 
refinery, once complete, will 
be the continent’s largest plant 
and redraw major trade flows 
of crude and fuel in the Atlan-
tic basin. Despite being Africa’s 
biggest oil producer and export-
er, the country depends almost 
entirely on fuel imports after 
allowing its significant refining 
capacity, 445,000 barrels-per-
day, to become dilapidated over 
several decades. Many past and 
current Nigerian officials, in-
cluding President Muhammadu 

Buhari, have announced plans 
to refurbish them, but political 
will has been lacking.

The Natural Resources Gov-
ernance Institute, a non-profit 
policy think tank, has previ-
ously pointed to the moribund 
refineries as a key focus of oil 
corruption and waste in the 
country. Hit by economic con-
sequences of the Covid-19 pan-
demic and soaring construction 
costs, Dangote needs a cash in-
jection.

Nigeria’s state oil firm NNPC 
has agreed to buy a 20% stake 
in the refinery for about $2.8bn, 
but Dangote is looking for out-
side cash. NNPC’s head Mele 
Kyari said a process was ongo-
ing to raise $1bn with Afrex-
imbank to fund part of its stake 
purchase.

The billionaire has held talks 
as recently as a month ago with 
executives from the world’s top 
two oil traders - Trafigura and 

Vitol, three sources with direct 
knowledge of the matter said. 
Dangote’s management denied 
the talks.

“The company is not in any 
talks with the aforementioned 
oil traders to seek a loan to fi-
nance our project,” the manage-
ment of Dangote Industries Ltd 
said in a statement. Trafigura 
and Vitol declined to comment.

Two separate sources with 
direct knowledge of the mat-
ter said the option of raising 
another $500m from a trade 
house or consortium was be-
ing explored. The details of a 
potential loan from a trading 
firm have not been finalised but 
the trader could receive a long-
term contract to supply crude 
and receive cargoes of refined 
products as repayment.

The refinery has been delayed 
by several years and the cost 
has ballooned to $19bn from 
Dangote’s earlier estimates of 

Kamal Group has investments in a number 
of industries in the country with prominence 
in steel manufacturing. Apart from the artificial 
limbs project, Kamal has also been feeding over 
3,500 children at Chanika and Nzasa Primary 
Schools in Dar es Salaam for the past seven 
years.

Aliko Dangote, founder and chief executive of the Dangote Group. 

Kamal Group’s managing director, Sameer Gupta speaks at an event where the company donated 100 artificial limbs to maimed people in Bagamoyo last weekend. Others are: the group’s 
human resources manager, Emma Mwenda (C) and board member who is also retired permanent secretary in the Ministry of Industry and Trade, Dr Adelhelm Meru. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent.

tive participants in their country’s industrialisation 
agenda. According to the group’s Managing Director, 
Sameer Gupta the company has been donating the 
artificial limbs through its Peoples’ Empowerment 
Foundation (PEF). Gupta said through the PEF, Ka-
mal Group seeks to empower people with disabilities 
so they can go about their various income-generat-

ing activities with much ease.
“Economic opportunities for people with disabili-

ties are limited due to many reasons. Through these 
prosthetic limbs project, we are playing a key role 
of empowering people with disabilities so they can 
easily be mobile hence engage in income-generating 
activities,” he said.

funding for Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) fell back to 2017 levels, after 
an increase in 2018.

“SIDS face specific challenges in ac-
cessing climate finance. The interna-
tional community needs to consider 
financing for climate that is appropriate 
for the challenges that SIDS face, less 
fragmented, easier to access, predict-
able and long-term,” the OECD report 
said.

Public climate finance from devel-
oped countries accounted for the lion’s 
share of the 2019 figure, amounting to 
$62.9bn, while government-backed ex-
port credits reached $2.6bn. The rest, 
about $14bn, came from private invest-
ment mobilised by public mechanisms.

The public grant financing jumped 30 
per cent year-on-year to reach $16.7bn in 
2019, after having remained stable dur-
ing the three previous years, according to 
the data. The volume of public loans, on 
the other hand fell by 5 per cent in 2019.

The report also shows more than half 
of total climate finance targeted eco-
nomic infrastructure, mostly energy and 
transport, with much of the remainder 
going to agriculture and social infrastruc-
ture – notably water and sanitation.

“It is more urgent than ever that de-
veloped countries step up their efforts 
to deliver finance for climate action in 
developing countries, particularly to 
support poor and vulnerable countries 
to build resilience against the growing 
impacts of climate change,” Mr Cormann 
said. The EU this week committed more 
climate funds for developing countries 
and urged the US to step up, according to 
Reuters.

US President Joe Biden in April com-
mitted to double US public climate fi-
nance by 2024, compared to average 
levels during former president Barack 
Obama’s administration. Experts and 
campaigners are urging the world’s big-
gest economy to do more.OECD secretary general Mathias Cormann. 

$12-14bn. Construction was also 
delayed due to Covid-19 outbreaks 
among workers at the site and de-
lays getting materials, two more 
sources said.

Many industry sources do not 
expect any products before the 
second half of next year. Swiss trad-
ers like Vitol, along with Nigerian 
firms, have cashed-in for years in 
gasoline-short Nigeria by supply-
ing mega tenders and being part of 
lucrative crude-for-fuel swap deals 
for over a decade.

Getting a hold of Dangote’s fuel 
will give the trader a stranglehold 
on a key set of new oil flows. Ni-
geria’s new oil bill, approved last 
month after nearly 20 years of po-
litical wrangling, has added fuel-
import licence requirements that 
experts fear will give Dangote an 
effective monopoly.

Under the new laws, the regula-
tor will prioritise local refiners for 
import licences and volumes would 
be based on production capacity 
or market share. While Nigeria will 
remain open in theory to interna-
tional trading houses, a partner-
ship with Dangote would be the 
only way to guarantee a foothold in 
Africa’s biggest economy.
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Taha Group chief basking in East 
African prestigious award success
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NAIROBI 

Travellers from Kenya will now 
be allowed into the United Kingdom 
from next week after Britain revised 
its Covid-19 travel list in a fresh boost 
for tourism, which is currently in its 
peak season. The UK moved Kenya 
from its Red List to Amber along with 
seven other countries –Egypt, Turkey, 
Pakistan, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Oman, 
and Bangladesh.

Travellers arriving in the UK from 
countries on the Red List are denied 
entry while returning Britons must 
submit to 10 days of mandatory 
quarantine in hotels. UK nationals 
are barred from travelling to those 
countries. 

Kenya was placed in the Red List in 
April following the spread of the highly 
contagious Covid-19 Delta variant 
in the country, dealing a blow to the 
tourism sector.

The revision, announced by British 
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps on 
Friday, offers a boost to the Kenyan 
hospitality industry, whose tourism 
season traditionally peaks from July 
to September, coinciding with the 
country’s dry season and the world-
renowned migration of wildebeest 
and zebra through Maasai Mara Game 
Reserve. Kenya is a popular tourism 

destination for Britons, with the UK 
ranking fourth for the fourth largest 
arrivals through the Jomo Kenyatta 
International Airport in 2019.

After the announcement, British 
High Commissioner to Kenya, Ms Jane 
Marriott, said: “Kenya is off the red list. 
I know how this has been difficult but 
our Kenya-UK partnership remains 
strong. Thank you, the Government 
of Kenya, for working closely with us 
over the past few months. The fight 
against Covid-19 is still not over, from 
vaccines to genomic sequencing – we 
will continue to work together to beat 
the pandemic.” The UK has segmented 
countries into green, amber and red 
lists, each carrying different degrees of 
restrictions for arrivals back to Britain.

People coming from Amber List 
countries quarantine for 10 days at 
home or place of stay and have to 
provide evidence of three negative 
Covid tests -- one before returning to 
the UK, one on day two and another 
on day eight.

People coming from Green List 
countries do not have to quarantine 
and have to provide evidence of two 
negative Covid tests -- one before 
returning to the UK and one on day 
two. The move to the Amber list will 
take effect from 4am on Wednesday, 
September 22.

Big relief as UK removes 
Kenya from travel ban list

By Smart Money Reporter

A
N award bestowed to Taha 
Group’s subsidiary company, 
Taha Fresh Handling Lim-
ited by East Africa Maritime 

Awards is a reflection of the investment 
made and dominance in the region.

Taha Group CEO, Jacqueline Mkindi 
said last week when commenting on 
the achievement made by Taha Fresh 
which scooped the prestigious East 
Africa Maritime Awards (EAMA) for 
facilitating the multi-million-dollar 
horticultural exports.

Dr Mkindi said Taha Fresh’s crowning 
as the best clearing and forwarding 
agent in Tanzania, at the second 
annual EAMA conference held in 
Mombasa, Kenya is a clear reflection 
of the appreciation that the regional 
institution has on the Taha Group’s 
subsidiary.

“This award is an indication that 
we are a trusted partner in the 
logistics industry in the EA region but 
also highlights our recognition for 
innovation in response to the market 
and customers needs,” he affirmed.

Organized in partnerships with the 
Shippers Council of Eastern Africa 
(SCEA), East African Business Council 
(EABC), Kenya Maritime Authority 
(KMA), Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) 
and Kenya Trade Network Agency 

(KenTrade), EAMA recognizes 
and celebrates companies across 
the trading bloc which are 
operating at the highest level of 
business performance.

“We are proud to be writing 
new chapters about what our 
future looks like and thank God 
for this incredible achievement. 
My earnest appreciations go to 
our customers, hardworking 
staff and supporters,” the Taha 
Group CEO added.

Backing his boss, Taha Fresh’s 
General Manager, Amani Temu 
said the cargo handling and 
logistic firm has been playing a 
critical role in absorbing costly 
and time-consuming cross-
border non-tariff barriers to 
export horticulture produces 
overseas.

“Taha Fresh Limited offers 
a wide range of handling of 
horticultural products both for 
exports and imports through 
clearing and forwarding securely 
using refrigerated trucks for 
perishables to sea ports of both 
Dar es Salaam and Mombasa,” 
Temu said.

The firm emerged winner in a 
cutthroat competition brought 
by the companies from across 
the region in the maritime 

sector, comprising shipping, ports, 
services, engineering and leisure 
marine industries with operations 
in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.  

Temu said Taha Fresh is slowly 
but steadily becoming a leading 
horticulture and logistics specialist 
firm which designs solutions 
for the country’s nearly U$800 
million worth industry. Taha 
Group invested in strengthening 
the industry’s logistics services 
by creating the local company as 
part of its commitment to reduce 
transport costs for horticultural 
growers and exporters in Tanzania.

Founded in 2008, the Taha 
Group’s subsidiary already a 
member of the World Cargo 
Alliance network. The WCA is the 
world’s most powerful grouping 
of independent freight forwarders 
with more than 6,473 members in 
789 cities and ports worldwide.

Taha Fresh is therefore part 
of 6,473 freight forwarders who 
are present in over 190 countries 
worldwide. The firm is also a 
member of the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) and 
International Federation of Freight 
Forwarders Association (FIATA).

Taha Fresh Handling Limited’s official Henry Nnko (L) shows a certificate of recognition while his colleague, Godfrey Maina displays a tro-
phy given after being named East Africa Maritime Awards best clearing and forwarding company in Tanzania last week. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent. 

LONDON 

The shipping industry urged 
the UK to back its “moon-shot” $5 
billion research and development 
fund on Thursday, which aims 
to get ocean going zero-emission 
ships in the water by 2030 and 
help the sector achieve net zero by 
2050.

While the British government 
called for net zero global ship-
ping emissions by 2050 earlier 
this week, the UK has yet to back 
a proposal to fund the research 
and development of alternative 
zero-carbon fuels and propulsion 
systems to ensure that target is 
achievable, according to the Inter-
national Chamber of Shipping.

Simon Bennett, deputy secre-
tary general at the ICS, said the 
UK government needs to be asked 
“why they are not publicly sup-
porting” the industry proposal, be-
fore the country hosts the Cop26 
environment summit in Novem-
ber.

“At the moment, the UK has not 
had its name on that paper, despite 
being asked repeatedly to put its 
name on it. Why is that?”, Mr Ben-
nett said, at a seminar ICS hosted 
to tie in with London International 
Shipping Week.

“Net zero is plausible, but it’s 
only plausible if governments in 
co-operation with the industry, do 
what is required in order to make 
it happen. And that includes ap-
proving this research fund so that 
we can accelerate the technology.”

To date, the $5bn R&D fund has 
been backed by 10 countries, in-
cluding Japan, Malta, Nigeria, Sin-
gapore, Switzerland and Denmark. 
While international regulations 
require the global shipping indus-
try to cut its emissions by 50 per 
cent compared with 2008 levels, 
the UK Chamber of Shipping said 
at the start of the week it wants the 
International Maritime Organisa-
tion to double this target and com-
mit to net zero emissions by the 
middle of the century.

Shipping industry urges UK to back $5bn 
R&D fund and meet net zero challenge

From -L: Britain’s chancellor of the exchequer Rishi Sunak, transport secretary Grant Shapps, 
Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, group chairman and chief executive of DP World, and Rashid 
Abdulla, chief executive of DP World’s Europe & Russia region, at the Thames Freeport launch 
event.

British high commissioner to Kenya, Jane Marriott. 

ADDIS ABABA

The Ethiopian government has finally released a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for the partial privatisation of state-owned operator Ethio Telecom. 
The government wants to sell a 40% stake in the company in a move that 
is widely considered an effort to make the telco more competitive.

The aim of the RFP is to invite proposals from interested parties who, 
according to authorities, “can add value to the company by bringing in 
the best practices in terms of operations, infrastructure management and 
next generation technological capabilities.”

The government wants to tap into the potential of the country’s 
telecommunications industry and believes Ethiopia’s fast-growing 
economy, its youthful population and its low tele-density are key reasons 
to attract private investment. According to the RFP, Ethio Telecom’s 
robust telecommunication infrastructure coupled with a strong financial 
performance will offer significant competitive to any investor.

Ethiopia’s Ministry of Finance stated: “This RFP is open to all interested 
parties and not limited to those companies who indicated their interest 
by submitting an Expression of Interest.” The government also plans 
to sell a 5% stake in the company to local investors via an initial public 
offering (IPO). The government will retain a 55% controlling share in the 
company.

In June this year, Deputy Director of Public Enterprises Holding and 
Administration Agency Zinabu Yirga said, “The government wants to 
make sure that the state-owned enterprises become competitive and 
productive and therefore, 40% of Ethio Telecom will be sold to a foreign 
operator.”

Kenya’s Safaricom, part of a consortium of operators including 
Vodafone, Vodacom, the UK’s CDC Group and Japan’s Sumitomo Corp 
is set to launch operations in Ethiopia next year after being awarded 
an operating licence and compete with Ethio Telecom that has been 
providing telecommunication services in the country as a monopoly. 
Currently, Ethio Telecom has over 53 million mobile phone subscribers.

Ethiopia Telecom 
is moved closer to 
being privatised

“Taking action now allows us to lead 
the charge on this global shift, creating 
highly skilled jobs for British workers 
and shaping the landscape for what clean 
shipping and trade will look like for fu-
ture generations,” UK Transport Secre-
tary Grant Shapps said earlier this week.

The government said it was pushing for 
absolute zero emissions, which means no 
offsetting and no carbon emissions, a sig-
nificant increase in ambition for the sec-
tor, which is currently accountable for 3 
per cent of global emissions.

The UK’s backing of a 2050 net zero 
target for international shipping, which 
transports about $14 trillion worth of 
goods every year, must be agreed through 
the IMO, the UN’s regulatory body on 
shipping.

This week, Mr Shapps also highlighted 
his ambition to have zero-emission ves-

sels entering into commercial service by 
2025. Mr Bennett said the industry has 
accepted the challenge to meet the IMO’s 
target of halving emissions by 2050.

However, “The problem at the mo-
ment is that the technology readiness 
levels are simply not mature enough,” 
he said.  “There’s always announcements 
about exciting new developments with 
zero carbon ships, but realistically, it’s 
very hard to see how we’re going to have 
thousands of zero carbon ships appear by 
2030, which given the 25-year lifespan of 
ships is going to be necessary if we are go-
ing to have a realistic chance of meeting 
that 2050 target,” he said. Guy Platten, 
secretary general of the ICS, said decar-
bonisation is top of the agenda for every 
single shipping company, with the indus-
try understanding the need to “compro-
mise” and to do so quickly.
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President Samia’s participation in ‘Royal Tour’ 
documentary set to rejuvenate tourism industry 
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By Geoffrey Tusiime, TUDARCo

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu 
Hassan embarked on an ambitious 
international tourism promotion 
drive after recording a documentary 
dubbed ‘Royal Tour’ that will showcase 
Tanzania’s unique tourist attractions 
to the world.

The Royal Tour will offer a unique 
opportunity for the country to revamp 
its tourism industry and tap into more 
foreign markets. Tanzania offers a 
wider tourism ‘buffet’ since it has more 
varieties of attractions compared to its 
East Africa Community counterparts.

President Samia becomes the 
second sitting EAC head of state to 
take part in the prestigious tour and 
travel television series after Rwandan 
President Paul Kagame did the same 
in 2018, a show that was also hosted 
by Peter Greenberg, a celebrated CBS 
news travel editor. Rwanda capitalized 
on the Royal Tour to market its tourist 
potentials and later started ‘Visit 
Rwanda’ partnerships with foreign 
clubs such as Arsenal and Paris Saint 
Germaine. The tour no doubt paid 
back tremendously in recent years.

Recording of the footage for 
Tanzania’s much-awaited Royal Tour 
documentary that is expected to 
premiere in the United States starting 
August 28, 2021 in Zanzibar where the 
president had gone on an official visit. 
Apart from shooting some scenes in 
Zanzibar, President Samia also toured 
other unique tourist attractions such 
as Bagamoyo and Serengeti National 
Park.

By coincidence, the Royal Tour 
comes at a time when President Samia 
has been named among 100 most 
influential women in Africa. Hopefully, 
this will give the tour more mileage 

Swiss-financed ActionAid-implemented project changing women’s lives in 
By Beatrice Philemon

A Swiss Agency for Development 
Cooperation backed project being 
implemented by ActionAid Tanzania is 
changing lives of smallholder women 
farmers in Mbozi district of Songwe region.

The SDC’s National Project Manager, 
Samwely Mkwatwa said recently that the 
U$800,000 (over 1.6bn/-) project has trained 
and equipped the women with knowledge 
and skills in agro-ecology farming hence 
weaning them from artificial inputs modern 
farming.

Mkwatwa said the smallholder women 
farmers are now using modern agro-ecology 
farming methods, access extension officers 
while accessing agro-inputs which boost 
quality and quantity of their farm produce 

“We have also been working with the 
government in this project which can be 
spread to other parts of the country because 
there are many women farmers in rural 
areas who cannot afford to purchase inputs 
such hybrid seeds, fertilizers and the like,” 
he said.

The SDC Manager further explained that 
since 2019, the Swiss agency donated the 
money to ActionAid Tanzania to implement 
Phase 11 of the project that will be completed 
in 2023. In Phase I, the agency donated 
U$500,000 in 2016 for the implementation 
of Public Resources Management in Health 
and Agriculture in Southern Africa.

The Project is being implemented by 
ActionAid Tanzania in collaboration with 
a not for profit organization called MIICO 
which is based in Mbeya. “We are working 
with smallholder women farmers at ward 
and district level,” he said.

Among other things, the project seeks 
to improve public service delivery in 
agriculture sector (food security), and 
health (HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive 
health and rights) by strengthening the 
oversight and social accountability roles 
of five target groups in Southern Africa 
Development Community region.

Specifically, the five year project also 
targets relevant parliamentary committees, 

government departments and agencies, 
issue-based civil society organisation and 
smallholder farmer organisations but also 
the media for dissemination of information.

One of the beneficiaries of the project 
from Mbozi district is Maria Munduwi, a 
mother of two who lives at Itaka Village.

In an interview, Munduwi said she has 
received training in how to use modern 
agro-inputs, make traditional pesticides and 
manures from some indigenous species of 
plants to improve soil fertility and prevent 
pests that attack crops.

She and her peers were also trained in 
leadership, gender equality, environmental 
and health principles, budget analysis, 
public expenditure tracking, organic 
farming, agro-forestry and the importance 
of women participation in hamlet and 
villages meetings.

Through the knowledge gained from 
MIICO and ActionAid Tanzania trainers, 
Munduwi has been able to engaged in 
agro-ecological farming for sunflower 
and groundnuts using indigenous seeds, 
traditional pesticides, local organic manure 
that are safe to both people and the 
environment.

“To start with in 2020/21farming season, 
I managed to cultivated a quarter acre of 
sunflower intercropping with groundnuts in 
my farm using indigenous seeds, traditional 
pesticides and managed to harvest two 
sacks which made 30 jerry cans of edible oil 
for both domestic and commercial use,” she 
said.

Through the training, Munduwi revealed 
that she has reduced farming cost to zero 
during the 2020/21 season hence made a 
savings of 192,000/- used to buy industrial 
made inputs such as fertilizers and hybrid 
seeds.

She said before receiving training from the 
project, she used to buy DAP for 60,000/- 
UREA 54,000/-, pay casual workers 58,000/- 
and planting 20,000/- per acre which is very 
expensive to many smallholder farmers.

Agro-ecological farming which uses 
natural inputs helps reduce farming cost; 
protect people’s health and the environment 

after its premier.
Encouraging news of the coronavirus vaccines 

admission in the country also boosts hopes of 
the recovery of the tourism sector in the country 
and globally but the sector is expected to remain 
in survival mode until the end of 2021.

Tourism continues to be one of the sectors 
hardest hit by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic as 
it has recorded a sharp decline in foreign arrivals 
in 2020 thanks to lockdowns being imposed by 
governments to contain the virus. This in turn 
has also slowed down the growth development 
product.

According to the latest World Bank report 
titled, ‘Transforming Tourism: Toward a 
Sustainable, Resilient, and Inclusive Sector,’ 
tourism activities fell sharply in 2020 causing job 
losses as businesses closed down especially in 
the hospitality industry.

Consequently various service providers in 
Tanzania’s tourism and hospitality value chain, 
including hoteliers, taxi drivers who shuttle 
tourists from the airport to hotels and porters 
among others are already feeling the pinch.

The WB report highlighted tourism as central 
to the country’s economy, livelihoods and 
poverty reduction, particularly for women, who 
make up 72 percent of all workers in the tourism 
sector. “The economic system around tourism 
has grown in value over the years and in 2019 

was the largest foreign exchange earner, the 
second largest contributor to GDP and the third 
largest contributor to employment, ‘’ the report 
noted.

“Tourism offers countries like Tanzania which 
has abundant natural and cultural endowments, 
access to lucrative foreign markets,” according 
to Shaun Mann, the World Bank Senior Private 
Sector Development Specialist and co-author of 
the Tanzania Economic Update.

The semi autonomous island of Zanzibar has 
also witnessed its economy is also struggling with 
reports indicating that it has severely impacted 
on GDP growth, slowing down to an estimated 1.3 
percent.

Tanzania still faces an uphill task in promoting 
its full tourism potential but with the Royal Tour 
as a benchmark, the tourism sector players 
should come up with long-term strategies to 
ensure sustainable recovery of the tourism 
industry so as to attract new foreign and 
domestic investments.

Revamping Tanzania’s tourism sector should 
go hand in hand in addressing the long-term 
challenges of the sector if it is to record positive 
results in the future. Special focus should be 
put on reducing red tape and improving the 
investment climate, market diversification 
and tourism players should come up with 
new business models under the Public Private 
Partnerships model.

Now that President Samia has taken an 
impressive action to bolster the sector, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Tourism should 
embark on building a resilient and sustainable 
tourism sector by implementing an aggressive 
‘Visit Tanzania’ global marketing campaign to 
increase international tourists numbers. This 
campaign should ensure that the tourists get 
unmatched services at competitive prices.

The author is based in Dar es Salaam and 
can be reached through: geoffnangai@gmail.
com / 0758897538.

Salt firms sue Kilifi over ‘illegal’ cess
NAIROBI 

Four large scale salt producers in the country have chal-
lenged a demand for cess for salt by the county government of 
Kilifi without a supporting legal framework.

They claim that the county, government through its Finance 
Bill 2018, proposed to increase cess on salt from Sh60 to Sh200 
per tonne and further issued a verbal demand for payment for 
the salt extracted and transported from salt mines. The com-
panies, which have also sued the County Assembly of Kilifi and 
the Attorney-General are Krystaline Salt, Ken Salt, Malindi Salt 
Works and Kurawa Industries, all based in Kilifi.

In their petition filed at the High Court in Malindi, they want 
an order stopping the county government from levying of cess 
for salt. According to the companies, the increment of cess fee 
affects the cost of extraction, processing, packaging, transpor-
tation and exportation of the salt, which in turn has adverse 
financial impact on the national government.

“There exists no such constitutional or statutory foundation 
for the levying of cess on salt extraction. Despite the illegal and 
unconstitutional collection, the county government has never 
channelled any money collected in form of cess back to the 
salt industry,” argue the companies. The firms, in their suit pa-
pers, claim that the respondents do not provide any service to 
them that would warrant to charge cess on salt.

They also argue that they not only contribute towards gener-
ating revenue for the national government through salt expor-
tation, but continue to engage in corporate social responsibil-
ity projects within the county.

The companies further argue that the salt industry is being 
forced to deal with extortion coupled with operations that 
are labour intensive with high cost of maintaining plants and 
equipment due to heavy corrosion arising from the proximity 
to sea water. They argue that the salt industry employs over 
7,000 people with an estimated 70,000 community members 
and traders among other stakeholders depending on it for live-
lihood.

“The tax burden imposed on the petitioners is a ploy to 
coerce them to pay the county government and the county 
assembly money that is not due and owing,” argues the peti-
tioners. The salt firms also accuse the county government of 
demanding land rates based on various rates prescribed in the 
county’s valuation roll and payable to the (county’s) revenue 
fund.

Krystaline Salt, Ken Salt, Malindi Salt Works and Kurawa In-
dustries further say that over the years, the rates have risen 
over 1,000 per cent. “For the respondents to pass a law increas-
ing the rates with an excess of four per cent of unimproved 
site value, an approval is required from the Cabinet Secretary, 
which has never been sought,” argue the companies.

The companies said that the formulation process of the draft 
valuation roll was done without their involvement or consul-
tation yet the county government continues to demand land 
rates from them and other rate payers.

The Swiss backed agro-ecological farming project’s focal person at Mbozi District Council, Peter 
Ndalakwa, shows a smallholder farmer how to prevent pests that destroy crops in farms.

invest in small businesses easily. 
We are so far satisfied with what 
has been achieved in Mbozi 
district,” Mdindile said. She noted 
that district officials have also 
increased the agriculture budget 
from 2.5 percent to 12.5 percent 
to support extension services and 
boost agro-ecology cultivation.

The project’s Focal Person at 
Mbozi District Council, Peter 
Ndalakwa said this year, they 
have allocated over 265.9m/- to 
the agriculture budget with main 
focus on agro-ecology farming 
which is largely being practices by 
women’s groups.

“We are also investing in 
improvement of extension 
services to boost agro-ecological  
farming by training more 
extension officers,  soil testing, 
produce traditional seedlings  
and other related activities for 
2021/22 season,” Ndalakwa said 
while adding that another 64m/- 
has been allocated to support for 
irrigation farming.  

Commenting on the project, 
MIICO Executive Director, 
Catheline Mulaga said the 
organization has been working 
in the Agriculture sector with 
focus in three advocacy areas that 
includes; allocation of extension 
officers, quality extension services 
provided meeting and addressing 
women’s issues and experiment on 
alternative means of agriculture 
production for sustainability. 

“Apart from training the 
farmers, MIICO also support the 
women through market linkages 
so that they are able to sell their 
produce directly to processors,” 
Mulaga said while noting that they 
also equip them with agribusiness 
skills.

while helping farmers reduce costs.“As 
smallholder farmers, we are requesting the 
government to invest in this type of farming 
by allocating enough budget to support its 
adoption by the majority of smallholder 
farmers,” Munduwi urged.

Backing Munduwi’s observation, Project 
Officer, Gloria Mdindile said agro-ecological 
farming has become so popular among 
smallholder women farmers and that so 
far 52 women’s groups comprising of 1,560 
members in five villages of Mbozi district are 

engaging in the environmentally friendly 
farming.

She said the women have also been able 
to access funding to invent in their projects 
and so far six groups have been able to get 
16m/- credit from Mbozi District Council 
funds allocated to women for investment 
in income generating projects.

“The beneficiaries have also established 
village community banks which enable 
members to save and access credit to 

Workers at a salt mine in Kenya’s coastal region. 

GENEVA 
An initiative has been 

launched by Vodafone Group 
and the UN’s International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU), to address the global 
digital divide. It aims to give an 
additional 3.4 billion people 
the ability to access and use the 
internet through a smartphone 
by 2030.

In a statement, Vodafone 

says with mobile broadband 
(4G) networks now covering 
82% of the population of low- 
and middle-income countries 
(LMICs), the mobile usage gap is 
six times larger than the mobile 
coverage gap.

In line with the Broadband 
Commission Global Targets 
2025 on affordability and 
connectivity, the new working 
group will identify policy, 

commercial and circular-
economy interventions to 
increase smartphone access.

Co-chaired by Vodafone 
Group CEO Nick Read and ITU 
secretary-general Houlin Zhao, 
the group’s launch partners 
also include the Alliance for 
Affordable Internet, the GSM 
Association, government of 
Ghana, Safaricom, Smart Africa, 
Vodacom Group and the World 

Wide Web Foundation.
Vodafone notes mobile 

accounts for 86% of connections 
to the internet in LMICs, 
emphasising the importance of 
mobile in addressing this issue. 
However, billions of people 
continue to use “dumb” feature 
phones, without an internet 
connection, and the 2G market 
continues to grow, it says.

Vital connectivity

Global initiative to give 3.4bn access to smartphones
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WORLD
NYC returns to hosting UN week 
as New Yorkers fear virus spike

US regulators set to allow 3rd 
Pfizer shot for elderly this week

HONG KONG

THE successful holding of the 2021 
Election Committee’s subsector ordinary 
elections in the Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region (HKSAR) marked a 
major step in Hong Kong’s democratic de-
velopment with its own characteristics, 
the Liaison Office of the Central People’s 
Government in the HKSAR said yesterday 
morning.

The Election Committee elections were 
held on Sunday, in which 1,448 new mem-
bers were elected.

The elections fully implemented the 
principle of “patriots administering Hong 
Kong” and demonstrated the advantages 
of Hong Kong’s new electoral system, the 
office said in a statement while extending 
congratulations to the successful hold-
ing of the elections, which were the first 
major elections in Hong Kong after it re-
turned to stability from chaos.

The HKSAR government organized 
the elections in strict accordance with 
the law, and the entire election process, 
including voter registration, candidate 
nomination, campaigning, vote casting 
and ballot counting, was conducted in a 
fair, just and open manner, the office said.

The candidates put forward their elec-

tion platforms to reflect the demands of 
their industries, resolve economic and 
livelihood problems, promote social 
progress and Hong Kong’s integration 
into the national development, and had 
in-depth exchanges and interactions with 
the general public, the office said, adding 
that they shouldered the responsibility of 
speaking for voters and making sugges-
tions for Hong Kong.

Registered voters actively participated 
in the elections, exercised their voting 
rights in accordance with the law, and ex-

pressed the public will by casting the bal-
lots, which demonstrated their recogni-
tion to and support for the new electoral 
system, the office said. 

The newly elected members of the 
Election Committee come from all walks 
of life in Hong Kong and are broadly rep-
resentative, reflecting the advantage of 
balanced participation of the new elec-
toral system, the office said.

The new members include HKSAR dep-
uties to the National People’s Congress, 
HKSAR members of the National Com-

Election Committee elections major step in Hong Kong’s democratic development - liaison office of central gov’t

WASHINGTON

A sharply shrunk right-wing 
rally on Saturday was held peace-
fully before the long fencing of U.S. 
Capitol amid high police alert and 
tight media presence, crying out 
over the treatment of Jan. 6 Capitol 
rioters.

Just a crowd of not many people 
gathered at noon time in a small 
park with the Capitol in clear view, 
far less than the number that au-
thorities had estimated. Prior to 
the event, the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security reportedly ex-

pected about 700 protesters would 
show up.

During the “Justice for J6” rally 
lasting about 90 minutes, dozens 
of law enforcement officers, wear-
ing riot gear, stood straight be-
tween protesters and the security 
fencing surrounding the Capitol. 
Many more police officers and ve-
hicles were seen on closed roads 
near the Capitol in preparation for 
any violence. 

Police Chief Robert Contee told 
NBC News that stepped-up police 
presence might have kept the num-
ber of rally attendees lower.

“It’s very small, you know, they 
didn’t advertise this on social media 
the way they did on Jan. 6. A lot of 
people are saying they don’t come to 
this,” Frank Higgins, a local tech ana-
lyst, told Xinhua outside the rally.

Barbara Kerns, a Virginia house-
wife in her fifties, told Xinhua that 
she came to the rally because she 
believed those Jan. 6 Capitol rioters 
“were not violent people” and didn’t 
get their due process. She also said 
she believed the 2020 U.S. presiden-
tial election had been stolen, just 
as former President Donald Trump 
claimed. 

“It’s not an insurrection. It was 
a protest going out of hand. That’s 
about it. I’m here in support of those 
people’s rights,” another protester 
wearing Batman costumes, told Xi-
nhua. He only gave the name of Bat-
man.

The 2020 presidential election was 
“absolutely stolen” by the Democratic 
Party, he claimed, adding that elec-
tion fraud is the top issue he is con-
cerned about most for this country.

“I am glad that very few protesters 
showed up, but I want to make sure 
I’m here to stand physically to show 
my opposition to the Jan. 6 insurrec-

tion,” Pam, a counter-protester hold-
ing a banner that reads “Lies aren’t 
equal to free speech”, told Xinhua. 

The middle-aged woman, who 
only gave her first name, called Jan. 6 
Capitol rioters “traitors” and said she 
was very angry about what had hap-
pened that day.

“It’s going to be a very long time to 
overcome” the current bitter political 
division in the country, Higgins said. 
There is probably a way forward for 
the United States to become better 
but “50% of the country will not fol-
low that way,” said Higgins. 

NBC News reported that Capitol 

Police arrested a man with a knife 
for a weapons violation less than one 
hour before the rally began.

More than 600 people have been 
arrested since the Jan. 6 Capitol at-
tack, over 50 of whom have pleaded 
guilty to federal crimes, according to 
media reports.

A mob of Trump supporters 
breached the Capitol on Jan. 6 in 
an attempt to stop Congress from 
certifying the 2020 election results 
for President Joe Biden. The riot, 
later deemed an insurrection, left 
five dead, including a Capitol Po-
lice officer.  Xinhua

LONDON

US regulators are expected to authorize a third booster 
shot of the Pfizer Inc/BioNTech SE COVID-19 vaccine for 
older and some high-risk Americans early this week in time 
for the government to roll them out by on Friday as hoped.

The Food and Drug Administration is expected to give the 
nod to the shots for at least this group in the days ahead of 
a meeting of advisers to the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention scheduled for Wednesday afternoon. 

The CDC panel will discuss more precise recommenda-
tions for how the shots will be administered.

On Friday, an FDA advisory committee voted to recom-
mend emergency authorization of the additional Pfizer 
shots for Americans 65 and older and those at high risk of 
severe illness.

The panel had earlier decided against recommending 
broader approval, saying there was not enough evidence to 
support broad use, and that they wanted to see more safety 
data, especially concerning the risk of heart inflammation in 
younger people after vaccination. 

The FDA is not bound to follow the panel’s recommenda-
tion but usually does.

The agency could revisit the booster shots for a broader 
authorization in the future. Top FDA members have been 
split on the necessity of the boosters, with interim head Ja-
net Woodcock backing them and some of the agency’s top 
scientists arguing they are not needed yet.

Despite the narrowed scope of the proposed authoriza-
tion, the panel’s recommendation would cover most Ameri-
cans who got their shots in the earliest stages of the US vac-
cination campaign and whose immunity may be waning.

Norman Baylor, chief executive of Biologics Consulting 
and former director of FDA’s Office of Vaccines Research 
and Review, said the decision gives FDA additional time to 
understand what data is required to approve booster shots 
broadly.

Health officials signaled they expect boosters will ulti-
mately be recommended for a broad swath of the popula-
tion, but advised Americans not to seek booster doses until 
they have the nod from the FDA.

The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Africa 
reached 8,146,310 as of Sunday afternoon, the Africa Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) said.

The Africa CDC, the specialized healthcare agency of the 
African Union, in its continental COVID-19 dashboard indi-
cated that the death toll from the pandemic across the con-
tinent stands at 206,179.

     Agencies

Right-wing rally near US Capitol shrinks amid high police 

BOXING star Manny Pac-
quiao said on Sunday he will 
run for president of the Philip-
pines next year, after railing 
against corruption in govern-
ment.

Pacquiao accepted the nomi-
nation of his political allies dur-
ing the national assembly of the 
faction he leads in the ruling 
PDP-Laban Party, days after a ri-
val faction nominated Duterte’s 
long-time aide, Senator Christo-
pher “Bong” Go, as its presiden-
tial candidate.

That faction nominated 
Duterte for vice president, a 
move that critics called a cyni-

cal ploy by Duterte to retain 
power.

Go declined the nomination, 
but the rift between the Pac-
quiao and Duterte factions has 
escalated.

“I am a fighter, and I will al-
ways be a fighter inside and 
outside the ring,” Pacquiao, 
42, a senator, said in a live-
streamed speech during the 
assembly. “I am accepting your 
nomination as candidate for 
president of the Republic of the 
Philippines.”  Pacquiao’s faction 
has not expressed support for 
Duterte’s vice-presidential bid. 
Duterte is prohibited by the 

constitution from running for 
a second six-year term as presi-
dent.

One of the greatest boxers 
of all time and the only man 
to hold world titles in eight dif-
ferent divisions, Pacquiao was 

mum about his 26-year profes-
sional career. Despite his popu-
larity, Pacquiao trails the front-
runners in opinion polls that 
have been topped consistently 
by Duterte’s daughter, Sara 
Duterte-Carpio.

In July, Pacquiao was voted 
out as PDP-Laban leader, weeks 
after challenging Duterte over 
his record on fighting corrup-
tion, but his ouster was rejected 
by his faction.

Pacquiao, once a close ally of 
Duterte, had said more than 10 
billion pesos (US$200 million) 
in pandemic aid intended for 
poor families was unaccounted 

for, adding this was just one dis-
covery in his planned corrup-
tion investigation.

His anti-corruption cru-
sade comes as the Senate has 
opened an investigation into 
alleged overpricing of medical 
supplies and equipment pur-
chased under the government’s 
pandemic response program.

Duterte challenged Pacquiao 
to name corrupt government 
offices to prove that the boxer 
was not just politicking ahead 
of the election.

Pacquiao countered by warn-
ing of jail for corrupt govern-
ment officials: “Your time is up!”

Boxer Manny Pacquiao to run for Philippine president in 2022

ST. PETERSBURG

THE latest elections in 
Russia were organized on 
the supreme level, and, 
from this point of view, 
Western countries have 
something to learn from 
Russia, a European Par-
liament member from 
France, Jean-Lin Laca-
pelle, said after monitor-
ing the elections in Russia’s second largest city of St. Pe-
tersburg.

“I note with satisfaction that the organization was at the 
supreme level,” Lacapelle said, summing up the results of 
his three-day observation of voting at various polling sta-
tions in St. Petersburg. “There are even some things that 
the West should learn from you.”

“I would like to particularly note measures taken to en-
sure the participation of persons with limited mobility: at-
home vote was available, as well as various technologies 
allowing them to cast their ballot directly at the polling 
station. I think that this is something we can learn from.”

The head of the delegation of foreign observers, Europe-
an Parliament member Thierry Mariani, said that security 
measures at polling stations in Russia are becoming more 
and more serious.

“For example, there are cameras everywhere now. Very 
often, no such security measures are taken in other states. 
For example, we have no cameras in France,” he said.

“We noted that, regretfully, the turnout was not high, but 
this tendency can be observed everywhere,” Mariani said.

Mariani stressed that he and his colleagues arrived to 
Russia in their personal capacity, not as members of the 
European Parliament.

French senator Stephane Ravier, in turn, said he saw “a 
truly democratic electoral process” in St. Petersburg.

European Parliament member Herve Juvin said the 
group of foreign observers visited about two dozens of 
polling stations and met with representatives of various 
political parties.

“I would like to note that <…> I saw no violations with 
my own eyes at the polling stations that we visited, and 
received no reports about them,” he said.

French observers believe West has 
something to learn from Russian elections

UNITED NATIONS

A scaled-back United Nations Gener-
al Assembly is returning to Manhattan 
this week after going completely vir-
tual last year, but fears about a possi-
ble spike in COVID-19 cases are making 
people in the host city less enthusiastic 
about the annual diplomatic gathering. 

New Yorkers, aware of the extra traf-
fic and maze of street closures prompt-
ed by hosting more than 100 world 
leaders and their entourages, might 
normally embrace the economic boost 
provided by the event, more than 18 
months after the pandemic prompted 
the city’s shutdown. 

But this year’s UNGA won’t be an eco-
nomic lifeline, and the delta variant is 
still raging.  

“My biggest concern is what happens 
outside the UN complex,” City Council 
member Mark Levine said in an inter-
view. “This gathering is famous for all 
the side meetings in hotels, bars, cafes, 
and restaurants. Many of these happen 
without regular screenings, where New 
Yorkers will be exposed.”

This isn’t exactly the mega-event 
New Yorkers have grown accustomed 

to. While 10,000 delegates typically 
descended on Manhattan in a normal, 
pre-COVID-19 year, Vijay Dandapani, 
president of the Hotel Association of 
New York City, says about 1,000 are 
expected this time. Countries have 
agreed to limit their delegations to sev-
en people inside the UN building and 
side events will be mostly virtual. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio pressed the UN 
to “help us protect the progress we’ve 
made” fighting the pandemic. Penny 
Abeywardena, the city’s International 
Affairs Commissioner, wrote a letter 
to the UN General Assembly president 
noting that under New York rules, proof 
of vaccination should be required for 
entering UN headquarters. The presi-
dent of the General Assembly, Abdulla 
Shahid, responded that he would work 
to ensure that happens.

But some leaders, such as Brazil’s Jair 
Bolsonaro, aren’t vaccinated, and the 
UN has not signaled it intends to stop 
them from coming in. Instead, UN Chief 
Antonio Guterres told Bloomberg in an 
interview that an honor system will be 
used, meaning diplomats who swipe 
into the building are attesting to having 
been vaccinated. 

“The number of unvaccinated people 
that will be there will be very limited,” 
he said. “All the UN staff supporting 
the General Assembly is vaccinated,” 
he added, noting that so far the UN has 
never been a super-spreader for the vi-
rus due to strict measures in place on 
masks and social distancing.

Either way, the city is providing addi-
tional support for UN delegates, such as 
testing and vaccination on site.

“As the host city, New York City is ex-
cited to provide pop-up testing and vac-
cination at the UN General Assembly,” 
Abeywardena said in written comments 
to Bloomberg. “As a national and global 
leader in embracing the vaccine, New 
York City encourages all attendees of 
the General Assembly to get vaccinated 
to protect not only the participants of 
this gathering, but the people of New 
York City as well.”

The Biden administration is also try-
ing to keep the in-person aspect of the 

meeting modest. Last month, the 
US Mission to the United Nations 
encouraged countries to scale 
back attendance plans and send 
pre-recorded videos instead to 
avoid the risk of a “superspreader 
event.” 

Yet many world leaders are still 
en route. Among those expected 
to attend are UK Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, India’s 
Narendra Modi and Bolsonaro, 
who has derided the use of masks. 
US President Joe Biden arrives 
Monday evening and is expected 
to depart Tuesday after giving his 
speech from the UN podium. 

“For a lot of leaders, it’s an op-
portunity to show that interna-
tional cooperation matters,” said 
Richard Gowan, UN director at 
the Crisis Group. “It’s also, simply, 
quite fun to come to New York.” 

mittee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative 
Conference and members of 
the Legislative Council of the 
HKSAR. Academicians, uni-
versity presidents, business 
leaders, professionals, and 
ordinary laborers such as 
fishermen, farmers, drivers, 
tour guides and workers are 
also included.

Representatives of mem-
bers of area committees, dis-
trict fire safety committees, 
district fight crime commit-
tees, grassroots associations, 
small- and medium-sized 
enterprises, and associations 
of Hong Kong residents in 
the mainland are included 
in the Election Committee 
for the first time, which fully 
demonstrates that the new 
electoral system effectively 
represents the interests of all 
sectors of Hong Kong society, 
while safeguarding the inter-
ests of the country and Hong 
Kong’s overall interests, the 
office said. 

                                Xinhua

Staff members work at a counting station in Hong Kong, south China, on Sunday. Xinhua

This Sept 29, 2020, UN handout photo shows Kokou Kpayedo, Permanent Representative 
of Togo to the United Nations, as he addresses the general debate of the 75th session of 
the United Nations General Assembly, in New York. AFP
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OTTAWA

CANADA’S 44th national election yesterday will not 
only decide whether Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
Liberal Party receives a third mandate, but could deter-
mine whether fissures that emerged during the 36-day 
campaign become a social reality across the country.

Trudeau’s Liberal Party and the Erin O’Toole-led Con-
servative Party have been locked in a dead heat and 
have been bouncing back and forth in the lead position, 
with each claiming between 30-percent and 32-percent 
support in public polling. 

A win for either would result in a minority govern-
ment -- and for the governing Liberal Party, not the ma-
jority Trudeau sought when he called the snap election 
on Aug. 15. 

The Liberals have the advantage for a win on Monday 
based on the slight edge of support the party is register-
ing in Ontario, Canada’s most populous province, which 
has the most seats -- 121 -- out of the 338 that comprise 
the House of Commons. 

But it could be a Pyrrhic victory in light of polling that 
forecasts the Liberals to drop from the 157 seats they 
won in the last federal election in 2019, and went on to 
form a minority government. To form a majority gov-
ernment, the Liberals would need to win 170 seats.

Nipping at the Liberals’ heels for the progressive vote 
are the left-of-center New Democrats, led by Jagmeet 
Singh, the first non-white leader of a Canadian national 
party, who are polling around 20 percent and are ex-
pected to add seats to the 24 they won nearly two years 
ago.  

At the opposite end of the political spectrum is the 
rise of the far-right populist People’s Party of Canada 
(PPC) led by former Conservative cabinet minister Max-

Upcoming Canadian election to decide whether 
Trudeau’s Liberal Party will have third mandate

CHINA’S small home appliance mar-
ket witnessed rapid growth in the first 
half of this year, registering a total of 
25 billion yuan (about $3.87 billion) of 
retail sales and 119 million in unit sales.

In particular, home-cleaning appli-
ances continued to maintain robust 
growth momentum, scoring a market 
size of 13.6 billion yuan that rose 40.2 
percent year on year.

A woman surnamed Yin in Haidian 
district of Beijing recently bought a floor 
scrubber, which can easily make a floor 
covered with cat hair and sauce as clean 
as a new pin.

“Cleaning, a once tedious and labori-
ous chore, becomes so much easier and 
simpler. After it’s done, the floor scrub-
ber can clean itself automatically. All I 
have to do is simply press a button,” Yin 
told People’s Daily.

Such conveniences are made pos-
sible by smart technologies. Because of 
a built-in AI chip, Tineco Floor One se-
ries, floor cleaners developed by Tineco 
Intelligent Technology Co., Ltd., a com-
pany specializing in the development 
of high-end smart home appliances, 
can “sense” how dirty the floor is and 
automatically decide the intensity of 
the cleaning task, said Leng Ling, chief 
executive officer of the company.

According to Leng, the company 
saw its sales revenue grow by 817 per-
cent year on year during the first six 
months of this year, and sold more 
than 140,000 units of Floor One smart 
floor cleaners during this year’s “618” 
( June 18) online shopping festival.

With the in-depth integration of AI 
technologies into the industry, smart 
home appliances are enjoying increas-
ing popularity with Chinese people. 
Such products as smart door lock, 
floor-cleaning robot, and smart rice 
cooker have significantly improved the 
quality of people’s life.

More and more consumers, who en-
joyed the convenience brought by their 
first smart product, have started to try 
more types of intelligent products, 
said Chen Bo, deputy general manager 
of the ecological chain department 
of Chinese tech giant Xiaomi, adding 
that building a smart ecosystem has 
become a new driving force for faster 
development of small home appliance 
industry.

Market segments of small home 
appliances are embracing explosive 
growth and seeing a trend toward di-
versified products, according to Dai 
Xiaoxia, deputy head of the consumer 
goods industry research institute of the 
think tank of China Center for Informa-

Erdogan’s visit to Russia being 
prepared, says Kremlin

ime Bernier and which had no House 
seats at the dissolution of parliament 
but whose popularity has eclipsed the 
Green Party of Canada, which had two 
members of parliament. 

Anti-vaxxers, many of them PPC 
supporters, have doggedly pursued 
Trudeau on the campaign trail in of-
tentimes violent protests against his 
government’s promotion of Canadians 
getting fully vaccinated as the fourth 
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic grabs 
hold of parts of the country.

They likely will not vanish once the 
election is over, and will continue their 
opposition to what they perceive to be 
Canadian governments -- at all levels 

-- unduly interfering with their right to 
choose, creating a division with the ma-
jority of Canadians who have willingly 
received both doses of a vaccine. 

His government’s management of 
the pandemic was the issue for which 
Trudeau decided to send Canadians 
back to the polls two years earlier than 
they would otherwise have voted un-
der a fixed-election date law. 

In so doing, Canada’s 23rd prime 
minister sought to highlight his lead-
ership -- a point picked up by former 
U.S. President Barack Obama and the 
former U.S. First Lady Hillary Clinton, 
both Democrats, in their Twitter en-
dorsements of Trudeau last week.

By Bloomberg

CHRISTIAN Demo-
crat Armin Laschet was 
put on the defensive in 
Germany’s third elec-
tion debate as his two 
main rivals for the chan-
cellery presented them-
selves as natural governing partners after Angela 
Merkel (pictured) departs. 

In a 90-minute debate that was one of the last op-
portunities for Laschet to spark his flagging cam-
paign, frontrunner Olaf Scholz of the Social Demo-
crats and Green candidate Annalena Baerbock at 
times joined forces. Scholz made it clear that his 
party favors forming a coalition with the Greens after 
the Sept 26 election. 

“I think that most voters, after all these years, want 
the Union to go into opposition,” Scholz said, refer-
ring to Merkel’s Christian Democratic Union-led bloc. 
Baerbock agreed. 

Scholz was ranked the winner in two previous tele-
vised debates and 42 percent of viewers in a Forsa 
poll after Sunday’s face-off said he also won this one, 
compared with 27 percent for Laschet and 25 per-
cent for Baerbock.

The SPD under Scholz has staged an unprecedent-
ed reversal in the last two months, moving from a 
distant third behind Merkel’s bloc and the Greens 
to first place, as Laschet has failed to gain traction 
among voters. In a fragmented political environ-
ment, a Scholz victory wouldn’t guarantee him the 
chancellorship, since Merkel’s successor will likely 
have to forge an agreement between three parties. 

Laschet was back-footed from the beginning of the 
debate, with more than half of it focusing on wealth 
disparity and climate, issues that the SPD and Green 
candidates were able to dominate.

 With Scholz scheduled to testify to a Bundestag 
committee on Monday on a raid at his Finance Min-
istry, the format meant that Laschet was unable to 
open a clear line of attack on the issue. 

Merkel’s bloc has attacked Scholz for his response 
to the Sept 9 raid, conducted by prosecutors inves-
tigating a money-laundering watchdog within his 
ministry only two weeks before the vote. The topic 
was addressed briefly, with Baerbock demanding 
that Scholz come clean with lawmakers on the com-
mittee.

Viewers were treated to a policy-heavy debate with 
Laschet and Baerbock engaging in spirited attacks 
and Scholz sticking to a matter-of-fact delivery.

Laschet, after sustaining a grilling from Baerbock, 
gained traction on the issue of domestic security, a 
policy area he’s been touting for the last week. He 
drew a distinction on refugees, saying those who 
break the law must leave the country. 

“If somebody is a criminal, he should be deport-
ed,” said Laschet, who has backed Merkel’s decision 
not to close Germany’s borders to asylum seekers. 

             Agencies

Merkel’s would-be heir on 
defensive as rivals eye alliance

PYONGYANG

THE Foreign Ministry of 
the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea (DPRK) yes-
terday criticized the United 
States for transferring the 
technology of building nu-
clear-powered submarines 
to Australia, according to the 
official Korean Central News 
Agency. 

The KCNA quoted the 
chief of the Foreign News 
Section of the Department 
of Press and Information of 
the Foreign Ministry as say-
ing that the US decision was 
“extremely undesirable and 
dangerous acts which will 
upset the strategic balance 
in the Asia-Pacific region and 
trigger off a chain of nuclear 
arms race.”

The unnamed official not -
ed that the White House deci-
sion “amounts to a stand that 
any country can spread nu-
clear technology if it is in its 
interests, and this shows that 
the US is the chief culprit top-
pling the international nucle-
ar non-proliferation system.”

The official further point -
ed out that “the US double-
dealing attitude getting all 

the more pronounced after 
the emergence of the new 
administration erodes the 
universally-accepted inter-
national norm and order and 
seriously threatens the world 
peace and stability.”

“We are closely looking 
into the background of the 
US recent decision and its 
prospect and will certainly 
take a corresponding coun-

teraction in case it has even 
a little adverse impact on the 
security of our country,” the 
official added.

Under the new security 
partnership unveiled on 
Wednesday among Australia, 
Britain and the United States, 
known as AUKUS, Australia 
will build nuclear-powered 
submarines with US and Brit-
ish technology. Agencies

DPRK slams US decision to shift submarine tech to Australia

tion Industry Development (CCID) 
under the country’s Ministry of In-
dustry and Information Technol-
ogy.

Against the backdrop of diver-
sifying consumption needs and 
growing number of young con-
sumers, intelligentization and per-
sonalization become a driver for 
the development of small home 
appliance industry, Dai pointed 
out, adding that families in less 
developed cities are showing in-
creasing consumption demand 
for smart home appliances.

Livestreaming has also contrib-
uted to the rising sales of the in-
dustry. According to an executive 
of Ecovacs Robotics, a leading ser-
vice robot maker in China, most 
of the offline experience stores of 
the company promote products 
through livestreaming.

During this year’s June 18 online 
shopping festival, the company’s 
store located in a shopping mall in 
Shanghai received more than 60 
percent of its orders from viewers 
of its livestreaming sales promo-
tion, said the executive.

Small home appliance brands’ 
increased investment in the on-
line market and their increasingly 
mature sales approach featur-
ing coordinated development of 
online and offline business have 
played an important role in the 
continuous growth of the market, 
suggests a report released recent-
ly by the CCID.

“Small home appliances are 
cheaper and have greater diver-
sity, shorter life cycle, and more 
attributes of consumer goods, 
compared to traditional large ones. 
Meanwhile, their attractive appear-
ances, rich functions, and impor-

tant roles in people’s social life suit 
young consumers’ taste for person-
alized and exquisite products,” said 
an executive of the e-commerce 
division of Chinese online video-
sharing platform Douyin.

What attracts small home appli-
ance enterprises to short video and 
livestreaming platforms is their ap-
peal to young people, according to 
the executive.

Small home appliance enter-
prises are generally optimistic 
about their products’ prospects in 
China. They believe that industrial 
structure optimization, increase in 
people’s income, and continuous 
upgrade of consumption, among 
other factors, will bring new 
growth points to the industry in 
the long run.

“More consumers will enjoy the 
convenience brought by various 
kinds of small home appliances 
and show more consumption de-
sires,” said an executive in charge 
of the smart small appliance divi-
sion of Chinese home appliance 
giant Midea Group.

The customer resources and 
products accumulated during the 
expansion stage of companies will 
translate into huge demand for 
new products, thus driving con-
stant upgrading of products and 
improvement in services, the ex-
ecutive added.

“There is still a gap between the 
small home appliances ownership 
per household in China and that in 
developed countries,” said Leng, 
who believes the trend of con-
sumption upgrading in China will 
generate tremendous opportuni-
ties to the small home appliance 
market.

  People’s Daily

However, there was not 
unanimity on the progressive 
side of American politics. In-
dependent U.S. Senator and 
former Democratic presi-
dential candidate Bernie 
Sanders tweeted his support 
for Singh and his party “that 
stood up for working people 
in the pandemic.” 

Meanwhile, Francois Le-
gault, the premier of Cana-
da’s French-speaking prov-
ince of Quebec, has said that 
he would prefer to see the 
Conservatives form a minori-
ty government since O’Toole 
has signaled that he would 
not interfere with Quebec’s 
provincial jurisdiction over 
health and immigration is-
sues. 

It will be up to Canadians 
to decide what form of gov-
ernment they will have fol-
lowing Monday’s vote. But it 
could take days before the 
final results are in since Elec-
tions Canada sent out more 
than 1 million special ballot 
voting kits -- many of them 
for voters opting to mail in 
their ballots -- and counting 
them will not begin with full 
force until today.  Xinhua

MOSCOW

A VISIT by Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan to Russia for 
talks with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is 
being prepared, Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov said yesterday.

“Indeed, a working 
visit by Turkish President Erdogan (pictured) to the 
Russian Federation is being prepared,” the Russian 
presidential spokesman confirmed.

As the Kremlin spokesman specified, “the agenda 
[of the talks] will be very broad, beginning with bilat-
eral relations and these are very versatile ties and the 
presidents always have something to talk about in this 
context.”

“Of course, Syria and other regional conflicts will be 
discussed,” Peskov said.

The news agency Reuters reported last week citing 
sources that Erdogan would arrive in the Black Sea re-
sort of Sochi in September to discuss the situation in 
Syria, in particular, in the northwestern Idlib region.

Erdogan also stated in late August that in the course 
of his upcoming visit to Russia he was going to discuss 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin the details of 
purchasing the second regiment set of S-400 anti-air-
craft missile systems.

Small home appliance market flourishes in China

Small appliances are made at a factory in Ningbo, east China’s Zhejiang prov-
ince, Aug. 20. File photo

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

ALGIERS

ALGERIA on Sunday held the funeral in the capital 
Algiers for former President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who 
died on Friday night at age 84.

Bouteflika was buried Sunday afternoon at the 
Square of the Martyrs in the cemetery of El-Alia where 
several former presidents were buried. Algerian Presi-
dent Abdelmadjid Tebboune, 

Prime Minister Aymene Benabderrahmane, parlia-
ment leaders, army leaders, government members, 
as well as Bouteflika’s family members attended the 
funeral. 

Tebboune on Saturday ordered flags to be flown at 
half-mast throughout the country for three days in 
honor of Bouteflika. Bouteflika became the Algerian 
foreign minister in 1963. 

He participated in the presidential election in 1999 
and scored an overwhelming victory. 

Algeria holds funeral for late 
ex-president Bouteflika
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea 

IT has to be admitted boldly and ecstat-
ically that the inaugural Women’s Sports 
Festival, which wrapped up last week-
end, was a bona fide peach of an idea.

Indeed, apart from celebrating wom-
en’s sports in the country, the festival also 
served to highlight the oft underreported 
realm of domestic women’s sports.

The hope, though, is that women’s 
sports will not suddenly become the 
cynosure of everyone’s attention only 
when the women’s sports festival is being 
staged.

If we carelessly allow that to happen, it 
would amount to a deeply grave mistake.

Lest we forget, there are still many vex-
ing concerns that bedevil women’s sports 
on the home patch that have yet to be 
sufficiently tackled.

A few of these malaises include un-
equal pay, the gross lack of promotion, 
and the sadly titanic difficulties of secur-
ing sponsorship.

Unmistakably, the aforesaid hindranc-
es are issues that require constant at-
tention, and they should not just be put 
under the spotlight when the hour of the 
women’s sports festival has dawned.

That being said, there can be no oppos-
ing the incontrovertible truism that the 
women’s sports festival was a genuine 
masterstroke of an idea.

One can only hope that the festival 
paves the way for the obstacles impeding 
women’s sports to receive greater atten-
tion than has already been the case.

Let us now turn our focus to the Taifa 
Stars who are on cloud nine after climb-
ing three places up in the FIFA World 
Rankings.

Indeed, before their recent ascension, 
the Stars were stuck in 135th place but jol-
lily, they are now a tad more comfortably 
placed in the 132nd position.

But, before we begin popping the 
champagne and oohing as well as aahing 
over the Stars’ recent accomplishment, a 
cautionary note should be sounded.

Women’s sports festival 
a smashing idea    

The SGA Security Managing Director, Eric Sambu (R) with other sponsors during the launch of the 2021 NMB 
Marathon in Dar es Salaam recently. The SGA Security is one of the sponsors of this event that aims at raising 
funds for the treatment of women with Fistula at CCBRT Hospital. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

By Guardian Reporter

THE SGA Security, one of the leading 
security companies in Tanzania, has 
expressed its continued commitment 
to support sports in the country.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam, the 
SGA Security Managing Director, Eric 
Sambu, said the company will this 
coming Saturday sponsor the NMB 
Marathon 2021, which aims at raising 
funds to have women with fistula 
treated at CCBRT.

“SGA believes sports go a long way in 
forming a healthy society and basis for 
national development,” he said.

He said that SGA was supporting the 
NMB Marathon 2021 as part of their CSR 
program adding that the company has 
set at least one percent of its turnover 
to societal causes.

Meanwhile, he said SGA Security also 
sponsored the 2021 Tanzanite Women 
Sports Festival held at the Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam, in an 
event that brought together over 5,000 
sportswomen in the country.

The event was organized by the 
Ministry of Arts, Culture, and Sports to 
foster women’s sports, as directed by 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan.

The SGA Security provided security 
throughout the event and emergency 
services, with ambulances, rapid 
response vehicles, and fire engines.

Sambu explained that SGA Security 
will also next month sponsor the NBC 
Capital City Marathon in Dodoma, 

Simba Queens SC’s player (L), dribbles past Tanzania’s U-20 women football squad’s 
defender as the sides faced off in a match which was part of activities for commemorating the 
Women’s Sports Festival, which took place in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO: TFF

sports

which will be the second year running.
He also noted that the security firm is also the sponsor 

of the Great African Cycling event.
The cycling event that traverses four EAC member 

states began in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania on August 1, 2021, 
then crossed to Kenya via Tanga, heading to Mombasa, 
Nairobi, Kampala, Kigali, Bujumbura, and Dodoma.

The event is set to cover 6,000 kilometers and takes 
55 days, with the penultimate stage being the EAC 
headquarters in Arusha, on September 25, 2021.

The SGA seeks to align with the event’s theme of having 
one EAC, bridging the trade barriers, and bring East 
Africans together to live harmoniously as one people 
with one destiny.

On football, he said SGA Security also supports 
grass-root academies with the provision of sports kits, 
safety, and health tips. It sponsors Magnet Youth Sports 
Organisation, the academy that is producing youngsters 
that are undergoing trials in European academies now.

Among them include Baraka Seif, who was in Ajax 
Amsterdam, while others are at Celta Vigo in Spain and 
Leicester FC in England.

“We are proud to be associated with Magnet and it 
pleases us to see results of our partnership”, Sambu 
added.

He explained that these partnerships are part of 
the leading security firm’s celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of their operations in East Africa.

SGA Security has a fleet of over 800 vehicles across 
the region, covers on average 12,000 kilometers daily 
to support trade in East Africa. “In every shilling being 
physically handled in East Africa, about 80 cents came 
via SGA Cash in Transit”, he added.

SGA Security is the largest security services provider 
in East Africa, employing over 19,000 employees 
distributed across EAC member states. It covers a wide 
range of security services including Cash-in-Transit, 
guarding, alarm response, courier, and electronic 
security solutions.

Indeed, despite our ob-
vious elation, it has to be 
borne in mind that climb-
ing three places up in the 
World Rankings is not such 
a remarkable feat that justi-
fies us all waxing lyrically 
about it.

Granted, it is a worthy 
achievement. However, 
perhaps what would taste 
sweeter is if we were able 
to outperform and outplay 
Benin in our forthcoming 
World Cup qualifier and 
that needs to be kept up-
permost in our minds.

Moving on, I have often 
excoriated and put the 
Tanzania Tennis Associa-
tion (TTA) under fire for its 

woeful failure to cater to the needs of adult tennis players 
on the home front.

This criticism has also been echoed by other figures in 
local tennis, such as adult tennis 

players themselves.
Nevertheless, if the recent Masika tennis competition 

in Arusha is anything to go by, it would appear that our 
trenchant criticisms are falling on deaf ears.

Sadly, the Masika tournament featured many categories 
ranging from U-6 up to U-16 but what was conspicuously 
absent was any category for players exceeding 18 years of 
age.

Indeed, harnessing and grooming the talents of the next 
generation is an exercise that should never be sidelined, 
and bluntly put, this should be obvious to all concerned.

However, the million-dollar question left hovering in the 
air is this, if we continue to blindly put our faith in youth 
tennis alone, what happens then when these youngsters 
grow up?

That is the nagging question which the TTA has thus far 
catastrophically failed to answer.

Security company reaffirms 
commitment in sports sponsorship         

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Hockey Association 
(THA) has stepped up efforts to 
develop hockey at the domestic level 
as the body is organizing a coaching 
course, which is taking place in Tanga. 

Kaushik Doshi, THA secretary-
general, said that they had been 
allowed to hold a level 1 hockey 
coaching course by International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), through 
Tanzania Olympic Committee (TOC).

About 28 participants are taking part 
in the ongoing coaching course, which 
started in the region on September 15 
and will end on September 24.

The participants of both genders 
come from Tanga, Arusha, Dar es 
Salaam, Lindi, Mwanza, and Zanzibar.

They are Jackson Tairo, Joseph 
Steven, Alice Ongoro, Leah Shan, 
Zuwena Hassan, Andalwisye Kibona, 
Baraka Mpala, Nickson Dawson, and 
Stanley Ndelimbi.

Ally Nshoro, Davin Onenchan, Amos 
Nghambala, Kelvin Mwakidesi, Haji 
Selemani, Faki Mwalimu, Haji Amour, 
Elizabeth Daniel, and Rosemary 
Uwandameno also attend the course.

Hafidh Haji, Yusuf Yusuf, Sultan 
Issa, Elieza Mwankemwa, Edfonce 
Msemwa, Abubakar Hassan, Issa 
Mohamed, Adam Mohamed, Iddi Iddi, 
and Omar Mataka complete the list.

Doshi noted the course is conducted 

Hockey association hosts coaching course in Tanga     

Tanga Regional Commissioner, Adam Malima (seated 3rd R), poses for a photo with Tanzania Olympic Committee (TOC) officials, and 
their Tanzania Hockey Association (THA) counterparts when he graced the opening ceremony of a hockey coaching course in Tanga last 
week. The course is taking place in the region, gearing towards developing the game domestically. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

by International Hockey Federation (FIH) Coach 
Educator, Egyptian Maggid Abu Talib.

According to the THA official, the course was 
officially opened by the chief guest, Tanga Regional 
Commissioner, Adam Malima.

The Regional Commissioner asked the course 
participants to double the number of coaches in their 
respective areas and start dreaming big from now 
onwards so that they can implement their dreams.

Malima further asked THA to organize a regional 
hockey tournament for both genders, to be held in 
Tanga next year, hinting that he will sponsor the event.

He further asked the association to step up efforts to 
spread hockey to all parts of the country.

He conceded hockey promotion is a challenging 
task in the absence of the sport’s equipment.

During the course’s opening ceremony, TOC 
secretary-general, Filbert Bayi, said that hockey was 
the only team sport that represented the country in 
Moscow Olympics in 1980.

He further said that TOC had assisted THA in 2017 
through the Olympic Solidarity Development program.

The committee spent nearly 55m/- for various 
development hockey activities and projects.

About 1664 students of both genders took part in the 
hockey development program.

He further said that the course was supposed to be 
held last year but it was postponed to this year due to 
the COVID-19 outbreak which is ravaging the world.

The TOC official also thanked the chief guest, 
Malima, for gracing the occasion.

Henry Tandau, the TOC vice-chairman, was one of 
the committee’s officials who were in attendance.

Abraham Sykes, THA’s Chairman, thanked TOC, 
International Olympic Committee (IOC), and FIH for 
facilitating the course.

He appreciated the 
bodies for allocating the 
coaching course to THA 
at the right time.

According to him, 
the training will 
tremendously help to 
boost the standard of 
hockey coaches and 
their knowledge shall be 
upgraded accordingly.

He further stressed 
that if import duties are 
to be removed on sports 
equipment, then it will be 
easy for THA to spread 
the game to other parts 
of the country.

The course conductor, 
Maggid Abu Talib, also 
thanked TOC and IHF for 
allowing him to come to 
Tanzania and take charge 
of the course.

He asked all 
participants to start 
planning from now so 
that one day the country 
can fulfil its dream of 
going to the Olympic 
Games.

He further said that 
to achieve anything 
requires strategic 
planning and hard work 
to yield results.

By Guardian Reporter

A sport betting brand, known as ‘10bet Africa’, 
has finally been launched in Africa, with a 
commitment to support football growth on the 
entire landmass.

These big words have already got a backup 
with even bigger actions, as the global brand will 
be sponsoring six football teams/clubs from six 
different countries in Africa.

The 10bet Africa will sponsor the outfits in a 
partnership agreement that will run for three 
years, with the company serving as the official 
betting partner.

The partnership clubs that will enjoy these 
endorsements are Dodoma Jiji FC of Tanzania, 
Talanta FC of Kenya, Enyimba FC of Nigeria, 
Aduana Stars of Ghana, Red Arrows of Zambia, 
and Daring Club Motema Pembe Football Club of 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

The outfits will work with 10bet Africa to 
establish and solidify their presence in Africa.

The 10bet Africa’s Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), Arthur Perry, said: “We are thrilled to 
have formed these partnerships to support and 
contribute to the football industry in Africa.’’

Perry noted: ‘’It’s a major step towards 
achieving our the main goal, which is making 
football fans happier all around the globe.’’

‘’But enriching today’s football in Africa is 
only the beginning. The 10bet already began 
investing in African’s football of the tomorrow by 
supporting grassroots football.’’

‘’It goes without saying that there is prodigious 
and arguably unmatched talent in the football 
industry in Africa.’’

Perry revealed: ‘’Thousands of young talents 

who don’t reach their potential due to limited 
coaching or facilities. 10bet has started to equip 
these youngsters with professional coaching 
and even various sports kits to grassroots teams, 
where the future talent of major teams lies.’’

Parallel to team partnership, Perry pointed 
out, the company is specializing in bringing 
exciting experiences to football fans.

According to Perry, the passion and love 
for fans to their teams and players are key to 
10bet Africa, so the planned initiatives and 
engagement with fans is something that Africa’s 
sports landscape has never met before.

He disclosed: “This is just the start, partnering 
with football clubs is a strategic inception focused 
on knowledge sharing and experience exchange 
through capacity building.’’

‘’It is an ongoing initiative as there are more 
opportunities not only in the online betting 
industry but also in developing football in 
Africa, taking note of iconic talents from Africa 
representing other countries, the likes of Samuel 
Chukwueze of Nigeria and Mbwana Samatta of 
Tanzania. These partnerships are truly a game-
changer.”

Sports betting firm to 
sponsor six outfits in Africa

This is just the start, partnering with 
football clubs is a strategic inception 
focused on knowledge sharing and 
experience exchange through capacity 
building
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		 By James Olley, Senior Writer, ESPN FC

THOMAS Tuchel is not one of 
Chelsea’s most expensive signings, 
but he showed in Sunday’s 3-0 Pre-
mier League win at Tottenham that 
he is rapidly becoming one of the 
club’s best.

The leap in stamina required 
from Champions League winners 
to Premier League title contenders 
requires precisely the sort of mana-
gerial acumen Tuchel delivered to 
turn a tight game into a comfortable 
win.

Of course, it helps when a player 
with the calibre of N’Golo Kante is at 
your disposal off the bench as a half-
time substitute with the game goal-
less, but Tuchel sensed an opportu-
nity by taking off Mason Mount and 
adjusting his 3-4-2-1 system in an in-
tervention from which Spurs never 
recovered. 

Few Chelsea managers have em-
braced the game’s ruthless culture 
like Tuchel. After a brutal sacking at 
Paris Saint-Germain last year -- on 
Christmas Eve, no less -- he is acute-
ly aware of the nature at clubs built 
remorselessly for success. As such, 
the 48-year-old has the enthusiasm 
of someone not interested in wait-
ing to win, shunning talk of longev-
ity to revel in the here and now.

Against Tottenham, he came, he 
saw, he substituted. Tuchel spent 
much of the first half on his feet in 
the visitors’ technical area, visibly 
frustrated at poor decision-making 
in the final third. Some of the scram-
bled thinking was due to Totten-
ham’s relentless early press, which 
harassed Chelsea’s back three and 
central midfield duo into mistakes 
that encouraged a raucous home 
crowd.

Mount was a particular focus 
of Tuchel’s ire, notably midway 
through the opening period when 
checking back to retain possession 
rather than risking a drive forward 
to maintain a counter-attack. This 
followed an earlier instance when 
delaying his pass to Romelu Lukaku 
blunted another breakaway.

It was, nevertheless, a surprise 
that Mount was replaced at the 
interval, even if it marked the 
second successive weekend on 
which Tuchel has made a half-time 
change following Saul Niguez’s 
dreadful debut against Aston Villa. 
Perhaps, though, most important 
was the message he sent.

“It seemed we changed the sys-
tem but we just played it with more 
belief, more energy, more qual-
ity, sharper,” Tuchel said. “It was 
simply too sloppy and not sharp 
enough in the first half. We relied 
too much on our skillful play in 
the first half. We forgot to bring the 
right attitude and energy to this 
game.

“This had to change and, well, if 
you have N’Golo on the bench and 
you want to step up in these parts 
of the game, it’s the best player to 

bring on because he is unique and 
can change any momentum,” the 
Chelsea manager continued.

“So the change appeared to be, 
in terms of characteristics, a bit 
more defensive but we wanted to 
improve our compactness, ball 
wins, and spirit as a team.” The im-
pact was almost immediate. The 
reshuffle in midfield saw Kante op-
erate slightly deeper than Mount, 
giving Chelsea a better chance of 
escaping the Tottenham press. 
Within four minutes of the second 
period beginning, the away side 
was ahead.

Marcus Alonso had just had 
a brilliant volley tipped over by 
Spurs goalkeeper Hugo Lloris, but 
the left wing-back’s subsequent 
corner found an unmarked Thiago 
Silva to plant a header into the net. 
It was the standout moment in an-
other fine display by the Brazilian 
defender, who turns 37 next week.

Chelsea were frustrated in their 
pursuit of Sevilla’s Jules Kounde 
over the summer, opting not to 
pay the centre-back’s €80 million 
release clause despite Kurt Zouma 
joining West Ham, but that deci-
sion can be vindicated by their 
remaining defenders excelling as 
Silva did here, defying a mismatch 
in pace with Son Heung-Min Son 
through exquisite positioning and 
commanding a reasonably high de-
fensive line.

Kante, meanwhile, is hardly re-
nowned for his goal scoring -- his 
strike, which took a wicked deflec-
tion off Eric Dier, was only his 12th 
goal in more than 200 appearanc-
es for Chelsea -- but the space he 
was afforded to line up his shot was 
further evidence of how Tuchel’s 
tweak, with Mateo Kovacic, shifted 
slightly to the left, scrambled the 
home side.

Two goals in eight minutes end-
ed the game as a contest. Spurs 
manager Nuno Espirito Santo had 
been brave in his team selection 
and Spurs began with tremendous 
energy despite a Thursday trip to 
Rennes, but Kepa Arrizabalaga, 
deputising in goal for the absent 
Edouard Mendy, was not truly test-
ed and Nuno then failed to react as 
the game changed around him.

Mitigation can be found in his 
limited options and the risks he 
took in sending out a patched-up 
Dier and two of the three players 
who spent the week training in 
Croatia after breaching regulations 
to play in South American World 
Cup qualifying, Cristian Romero 
and Giovani Lo Celso.

This was only Nuno’s eighth 
game in charge, something he 
hinted at after the game when cit-
ing “a lack of time for us to work 
together,” but while such compari-
sons should be riddled with caveats, 
Tuchel won six, drew two and kept 
five clean sheets in the same period, 
while also implementing a clear 
shift in ideology.

Chelsea benefit from Tuchel’s 
tweak to display title credentials

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

LONDON

OLE Gunnar Solskjaer refused to 
answer questions about Manches-
ter United’s title hopes following 
their victory over West Ham in-
stead joking about the turnaround 
in mood at Old Trafford following 
defeat in the Champions League 
to Young Boys.

Solskjaer was on the end of 
heavy criticism for his role in the 
2-1 defeat in Switzerland on Tues-
day only for a 2-1 win at the Lon-
don Stadium on Sunday - - thanks 
in part to Jesse Lingard’s last-gasp 
winner and an even later pen-
alty save from David De Gea - - to 
prompt questions about the Pre-
mier League title. 

“You’re not gonna get me on 
that one now,” Solskjaer said. “It’s 
five games into the season. I was 
probably down and out and lost 
my job yesterday. That’s the way it 
is at Man United.

“We deserved three points 
[against West Ham]. It’s a hard 
place to come, here. Hopefully 
these points can make a differ-
ence. Let’s see [about the title] 
when we get towards April and 
May.”

Despite watching Lingard score 
in the 89th minute and De Gea 

save Mark Noble’s penalty in stop-
page time, Solskjaer wasn’t com-
pletely happy.

United went a goal behind 
thanks to Said Benrahma’s deflect-
ed effort before Cristiano Ronaldo 
scored his fourth goal in three 
games to equalise, and the Nor-
wegian was critical of his team’s 
defending.

“We have to defend better,” Sol-
skjaer said. “We have to make it 
harder to break us down. For their 
goal the structure was wrong for 
whatever reason and we’ll have to 
work on it.”

United play West Ham again on 
Wednesday when their Carabao 
Cup campaign kicks off at Old 
Trafford.

Match-winner Lingard, who 
spent the second half of last sea-
son on loan at the London Sta-
dium, is set to start with Solskjaer 
expected to make a host of chang-
es.

“Jesse was quite clear he wants 
to fight for his place and be part 
of a Man United team that is going 
places,” Solskjaer added.

“I can’t speak for Jesse now but 
he’s really contributing. He’ll play 
on Wednesday as I’ll make a few 
changes.”

(Agencies)

Solskjaer mocks Man Utd sack claims after win

Why PSG and Premier League clubs are set to dominate the Champions League 
By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

Barcelona’s decline is no surprise, it’s 
their new reality (PICHA: Joan Laporta - 
Ronald Koeman)

By Sid Lowe, ESPN Spain writer
“IT is what it is. We are who we are.” 

Gerard Pique wasn’t wrong, but that 
didn’t make it right. In the final minutes 
of Barcelona’s opening Champions 
League match, the fans were having a 
whale of a time. From the south stand 
came laughter. Every time the ball was 
passed, there was another cheer. But it 
had nothing to do with what was hap-
pening on the pitch: they’d found a ball 
of their own to play with. It was better 
that way.

Out on the pitch Barcelona were los-
ing 3-0, defeated on the opening night 
of the Champions League for the first 
time. The club that had gone 38 con-
secutive European games unbeaten at 
the Camp Nou was about to lose three 
in a row -- from one record to another. 
They’d not managed a shot on target all 
night. That had never happened before, 
either. They had let in three goals, you 
couldn’t help thinking, because their 
opponents didn’t really need them to 
let in any more.

Yet this was not a sudden collapse, 
still less a one-off. It was not that much 
of a surprise, either. Their opponents 
were Bayern Munich, a genuinely good 
side. The last time they had met, only 
13 months before, but a lifetime ago, 
Bayern had put eight past them and 
since then, Barcelona had lost all three 
of forwards who started that game: first 
Luis Suarez, then Lionel Messi and then 
Antoine Griezmann. On Tuesday night, 
Ansu Fati was injured, and Ousmane 
Dembele, and Sergio Aguero and Mar-
tin Braithwaite. 

Standing at the side of the pitch at 
the end, Pique said there were “I don’t 
know, four or five” kids out there. There 
were three 18-year-olds and a 17-year-
old on the pitch. This, he said, is just the 
way it is. “Frankly,” he said, “we’re not 
among the favourites.”

When asked about his captain’s 
words, the coach Ronald Koeman 
agreed. There is a “gap” between Bar-
celona and teams like Bayern, they said. 
And few could disagree. Just look at the 
team sheets. The front cover of one Cat-
alan newspaper ran with “Sad reality.” 
It is what it is.

There was an acceptance of that re-
ality, which may have been part of the 
problem. There was resignation, not 
rebellion. Not just after the game, but 
before it too. Even during it. For 20 min-
utes or so Barcelona had played quite 
well, they had resisted. It might not 
have been much, but it was something. 
It was noisy at the Camp Nou and you 
could almost sense supporters looking 
around and thinking: Well, this isn’t so 
bad. And then it was.

Writing in AS, Santi Gimenez recalled 
Mike Tyson’s famous line about how 
everyone has a plan until you punch 
them in the mouth. In recent years, the 
ease with which Barcelona have col-
lapsed when they’ve been hit is alarm-
ing -- there’s a deep mental trauma to 
the way they lost 4-0 at Anfield in 2019 
-- but just as important this time is that 
the plan appeared to be to just try and 
get through it somehow, maybe fear-
ing a trauma far worse. To continue 
the metaphor, it’s as if a smalltown 
flyweight, standing there before Iron 
Mike, decided to hide in the corner 
of the ring, cover his face and hope to 
avoid getting punched in the mouth, 
counting the seconds until the bell.

Which, of course, they couldn’t do. 
And if Bayern didn’t pound away at 
them until they knocked them through 
the ropes and onto the judges’ table be-
low, cartoon birdies circling their heads, 
it was because, well, what for? Once the 
first punch had landed, with defender 
Eric Garcia backing off and Thomas 
Muller’s shot deflecting in, it was done. 
But still Barcelona stayed there, hang-
ing on. As if to say, “Well, we lost, but 
at least it wasn’t 8-2. At least we can still 
walk out of here, live to fight another 
day.” It’s like they knew they couldn’t 
win and the only question was about 
how they would lose or, somehow, hold 
on for a point. Like there were some 
defeats that wouldn’t matter. And, actu-
ally, maybe that’s true, but that’s where 
the debate lies, and some of the frustra-
tion too.

“It is what it is” is a line that was forev-
er held against former Barca manager 
Ernesto Valverde after that chastening 
defeat at Liverpool -- mostly by people 
who clearly didn’t understand it right. 
(And one day, it might be worth revis-
iting Valverde and the two successful 
seasons sandwiched between three 

Joan Laporta - 							       Ronald Koeman

exactly? Laporta asks for trust for those 
running the club, but not the manager. 
He asks for patience, but “indignant” 
isn’t a word that invites it. His clear, pub-
lic disconnect with Koeman mitigates 
against it.

“Indignant” is not really a word that 
fits with a situation you foresaw, either. 
Unless, of course, it is Koeman doing 
this you foresaw, your mistrust of him 
confirmed. Fix...that? It’s already public 
knowledge that Laporta wants Koe-
man to play a certain way, which is not 
this way. That for all that the structural 
problems are a reality, for all that the 
squad is unquestionably weaker than it 
was, for all that Bayern are a huge side 
and better than us, reality -- our reality 
-- needn’t be this.

The very fact that such doubts are 
there makes coming through this 
harder -- certainly coming through it 
together. As one sporting director puts 
it, there are two types of managers: 
weak and strong. And once the players 
know he is weak, he is finished. There is 
a hint of a threat to his manager in the 
video, a very public reproach. More to 
the point, there’s been more than a hint 
of a threat in previous briefings, stories 
immediately following meetings with 
media. Koeman has called him out on 
those, the whole thing increasingly 
open.

There have been reports that Lapor-
ta will give Koeman three more games 
-- such ultimatums always seem absurd 
-- which means he might as well give 
him none. Which, put bluntly, many 
would welcome. But your manager is 
your manager until he’s not.

Laporta does not believe in Koeman, 
and Koeman does not trust Laporta. In 
the summer, Laporta publicly admit-
ted that he would keep Koeman only 
if he couldn’t come up with something 
better. He couldn’t. Koeman is still in 
the job because of the cost -- €12m that 
Barcelona don’t have -- of kicking him 
out of it. Better if Koeman goes, but he 
won’t: This is the job he always wanted 
even like this, one that deep down he 
knows he probably wouldn’t have got 
in different circumstances.

And so here they are, stuck in a mar-
riage of convenience that, like so much 
else at Barcelona, has become deeply 
inconvenient. But then, like so much 
else at Barcelona, it is what it is.

unsuccessful seasons, a lid kept on a 
coming crisis.)

Back then, the Spanish set phrase “es 
lo que hay” was not used as an expres-
sion of inferiority or acceptance of the 
inevitable. This time, while still a set 
phrase, it was. This is the just the way 
it is. Everyone knows that, but you’re 
not supposed to accept it. Or are you? 
Barcelona can’t be a small team. Or can 
they? Must they? Is it what they are?

Everyone knows about the club’s 
debt (almost €1.4 billion). They are 
aware of the reasons for this summer’s 
emergency measures, even if they 
might question which measures were 
needed and how they were applied. 
Most fans welcome the fact that some-
thing is actually being done and are 
realistic enough to know that it affects 
the team, their expectations altered 
accordingly. You can’t not notice that 
Messi went, either -- for all that things 
might have been handled differently, 
Messi’s exit is the ultimate expression of 
the crisis, the ultimate punishment for 
the economic failures of the Bartomeu 
regime.

You also can’t have failed to notice 
how old some of those players are now, 
and how old they look. You can’t have 
failed to notice how young the others 
are. These kids in whom hope is depos-
ited. Jordi Alba’s flaws are nothing new; 
you know that if Sergio Busquets gets 
turned, there’s a problem. You know 
that Samuel Umtiti, sadly, just doesn’t 
have the knees now even if he does still 
have the contract. You heard Sergi Rob-
erto get whistled as if he was the biggest 
problem you have. And you know he’s 
not the solution either.

You know you signed and sold Em-
erson, that you couldn’t sell the people 
you really wanted to sell. You know 
there is a reason why those players that 
did come arrived as free agents and on 
small contracts, and why none of them 
are Erling Haaland. You know about the 
injuries. You will have heard Koeman 
say that there were literally no more 
forwards available; you might even 
agree, even after Yusuf Demir came on. 
You might have agreed with him saying 
that last season was a transitional year. 
Although, transition towards what? 
And, what does that make this season? 
And how long does it take, and how far 
does it go?

If you’re of an optimistic or realistic 

mind, you may be in favour of patience, 
even while that’s a virtue for which 
clubs this size don’t usually have the 
time. When Koeman says the team “will 
look totally different in four weeks,” or 
when Pique says “I’m convinced we 
will end up competing,” you might be 
on the same page as them. You may 
have been one of those excited by the 
introduction of Gavi, Demir and Balde, 
or the emergence of Nico. You probably 
do like Ronald Araujo, and you may 
believe in Garcia. You might like Riqui 
Puig, even if the manager doesn’t. You 
must be excited by Pedri.

But none of that makes it easy to 
watch, even if you agreed with the 
tactical approach for now. And, more 
importantly, none of that makes it an 
easy process to work through. Because 
if you have to be patient, you have to be 
patient. If there is belief, you have to be-
lieve. Everyone has to, which is not easy. 
Because if, on Tuesday night against 
Bayern, there was a certain acceptance 
of reality, there is a difference between 
accepting and embracing. And if Koe-
man and Pique said it is what it is, the 
president who has to oversee the pro-
cess can’t or won’t. He also isn’t at all 
sure that the man in charge should.

While they were trying to put the 
defeat in context or a dose of reality, 
the following day, club president Joan 
Laporta published a 30-second video 
in which he said that this was a “sce-
nario that we always anticipated.” Yet 
he also said that he was “indignant and 
disappointed.” He asked for patience 
twice and support/trust three times 
and vowed: “We will fix this.”

Most fans welcome Laporta’s will-
ingness to communicate, explain the 
situation and be open about the crisis; 
they certainly welcome the feeling that 
he is trying to actually take action, but 
it is a curious video: short yet repetitive, 
pleading, lacking the charisma that nor-
mally defines Laporta. It also changes 
everything. By its very existence, things 
are different now. If this is reality, if your 
team is unbeaten in the league and if 
you really genuinely want patience, 
how does a video like this really help?

Javier Tebas recently accused Barce-
lona of being mentally held hostage by 
Florentino Perez, the Madrid president; 
there’s actually a bit of a hostage vibe 
about this video. There is little by the 
way of explanation, including: fix what 



By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s Premier League outfit, Mtibwa Sugar FC has said it 
will unveil its head coach tomorrow.

Mtibwa Sugar FC information officer, Thobias Kifaru, said seven 
local coaches and 70 foreign coaches applied for the post, but he 
kept a tight lid on identities.

Kifaru (pictured) said the coach was supposed to be in the country 
on Saturday, but could not make it as he was supposed to undergo 
the COVID-19 test before arriving in the country.

The Mtibwa Sugar official stated: ‘’The process was very intensive 
and tiresome, we had seven local and 70 foreign coaches who ap-
plied for the post.’’

‘’We are happy that we have found a coach, we believe he will be of 
great importance to the club’s dreams and visions,” he said.    

However, there are indications that former Azam FC and Simba 
SC head coach, Cameroonian Joseph Omog, is favourite for the post. 

Mtibwa Sugar is looking for a highly qualified individual with a 
Pro-Licence and a degree in sports management.  

The requirements put local coaches out of the race as none has 
such qualifications.

Former Yanga head coach, Cedrick Kaze, recently disclosed that 
he had also handed in his application for the Morogoro-based out-
fit’s head coach post.

Kifaru said the club expects the new head coach to have vast 
knowledge on how to develop coaches and also introduce modern 
ways of coaching into their system.

Additionally, the coach should have a clear strategic plan for the 
development of football. Kifaru said they would cast the net wider.

“We felt that we did not do enough research around the world to 
attract a wide pool of applicants. We will also approach UEFA and 
various football associations in Europe so that we can get the right 
person,” Kifaru said.

The Mtibwa Sugar’s head coach post has fallen vacant after Bu-
rundian tactician, Thierry Hitimana, who was about to sign for the 
Morogoro-based side, signed for Simba SC.

Barcelona’s decline is no 
surprise, it’s their new reality

Yanga were denied three 
penalties against Rivers 
United FC, says Bumbuli 

Mtibwa Sugar to introduce 
new head coach tomorrow    

Simba SC confirms squad 
numbers for 2021/22 
season campaign

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

 TANZANIA’s Young Africans SC 
information officer, Hassan Bumbuli, 
has questioned some of the officiat-
ing after his side was beaten by Ni-
geria’s Rivers United FC in a 2021/22 
CAF Champions League preliminary 
round’s return leg match played in 
Port Harcourt on Sunday.

The Tanzanian representatives, 
alias Yanga, bowed out of the com-
petition after losing 1-0 in the second 
leg of the first preliminary round on 
Sunday evening.

Substitute, Uche Onwuasonaya, 
netted the winning goal for Rivers 
United FC men nine minutes from 
time.

Yanga lost 1-0 in the reverse at 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam to tumble out on a 2-0 aggre-
gate score.

Bumbuli believes Yanga should 
have been given up to three penal-

Tanzania’s Yanga player, Mukoko Tonombe (R), dribbles past Nigeria’s Rivers United FC player when the sides locked 
horns in this season’s CAF Champions League preliminary round’s return leg, which took place in Port Harcourt on Sun-
day. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

Mali midfielder, Sadio Kanoute, 
will take over the number 13 shirt 
previously worn by midfielder 
Said Ndemla who has been sent 
to Mtibwa Sugar on loan.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

St. Anne Marie Academy’s students, who have graduated from the school, perform some of Bongo Flava songs during the 17th graduation cer-
emony that was held at the school premises at Mbezi Kimara kwa Msuguri in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

ties in the first half.
He was left furious with deci-

sions made by the match officials.
Bumbuli revealed: “We could 

have killed the game very early but 
the officiating was biased against 
us especially in the first half where 
we had like three clear penalties 
that were denied.’’

‘’That is water under the bridge. 
We have gained valuable experi-
ence.”

Speaking after the team arrived 
in Dar es Salaam, Bumbuli also 
slammed their hosts, claiming that 
they had a fixed agenda.

Bumbuli disclosed: “We have 
learned vital lessons in such games 
especially concerning COVID-19, 
our counterparts came with a mal-
ice agenda. They could not prove 
the COVID-19 results.”

Four Yanga players were said to 
have tested positive to COVID-19 
barely one hour before kick-off.

The move was contested by the 
club officials as dirty tricks aimed 
to distract them from focusing on 
the game.

In the first leg, Rivers United FC 
accused Yanga of employing dirty 
tricks when six members of the 
former were said to have tested 
positive to COVID-19 barely two 
hours before kick-off at the Benja-
min Mkapa Stadium.

After falling short of their expec-
tations, Yanga will now seek re-
demption in the domestic league 
scene on Saturday when they take 
on age-old rivals Simba SC in the 
Community Shield.

The tie serves as the curtain-rais-
er to the 2021/22 Mainland Tanza-
nia Premier League season.

Yanga will open their league 
campaign with a tricky fixture on 
the road against Kagera Sugar.
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By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC has confirmed the 
outfit’s squad numbers for the 
2021/22 season. Coach Didier 
Gomes da Rosa’s squad has all 
mostly kept the squad numbers 
from the 2020/21 campaign.

The Msimbazi Street-based 
club has confirmed four changes 
to their squad numbers for the 
2021/22 season ahead of the Com-
munity Shield match against age-
old rivals, Young Africans SC, pop-
ularly known as Yanga.

New arrival, Pape Ousmane 
Sakho, has taken jersey number 17 
which was left behind by Clatous 
Chama, who left the club at the 
end of last season.

Chama was sold to Morocco’s RB 
Berkane after three successful sea-
sons with Simba SC.

New winger, Peter Banda, takes 
over Luis Miquissone’s number 11 
shirt with the Mozambican’s move 
to Egypt’s Al Ahly.

That’s a lot of pressure on the 
young man who was on loan at 
Sheriff in Europe before signing 
for Simba on a long-term deal.

Congolese center-back, Henock 
Inonga Baka, will wear a jersey 
number 29 shirt after his arrival. 
The number 9 shirt remains va-
cant. 

Mali midfielder, Sadio Kanoute, 
will take over the number 13 shirt 
previously worn by midfielder 
Said Ndemla who has been sent to 
Mtibwa Sugar on loan.

Defender, Israel Mwenda, will 
wear jersey number 5, and recent-
ly signed goalkeeper, Jeremiah Ki-
subi, will don 32.

Following his move from Kagera 
Sugar, forward, Yusuph Mhilu, has 
been allocated jersey number 27, 
and fellow striker, Dennis Kibu, 
who has been signed from Mbeya 
City FC, given jersey number 38.

The remaining members of the 
squad will retain the numbers pre-
viously held during the 2021/22 
season.

A full list of squad numbers can 
be seen below:

1. Ally Salim, 2. Gadiel Michael, 
3. Bernard Morrison, 4. Taddeo 
Lwanga, 5. Israel Mwenda, 6. Pas-
cal Wawa, 7. Kope Mugalu, 8. Larry 
Bwalya, 10. Ibrahim Ajibu, 11. Peter 
Banda.

12. Shomari Kapombe, 13. Sadio 
Kanoute, 14. Meddie Kagere15, Mo-
hamed Hussein, 16. Joash Onyan-
go, 17. Ousmane Sakho, 18. Erasto 
Nyoni, 19. Yassin Mzamiru, 20. 
Jonas Mkude, 21. Jimmyson Mwa-
nuke.

22. John Bocco, 23. Duncan Nyo-
ni, 24. Hassan Dilunga, 25. Abduls-
wamad Kassim, 26. Kennedy Juma, 
27. Yusuph Mhilu, 28 Aishi Manula, 
29. Henock Baka, 30. Benno Kako-
lanya, 31. Ahmed Teru, 32. Jeremi-
ah Kisubia and 38. Dennis Kibu.
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