
 By Guardian Reporter

THE government has unveiled the 
Fisheries Sector Development Plan that 
includes construction of a fishing port and 
revitalisation of the Tanzania Fisheries 
Corporation (TAFICO).

In his remarks to open a stakeholders’ 
meeting in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
Livestock and Fisheries minister Mashimba 
Ndaki said the new port will serve fishing 
vessels operating in the deep sea.

“The feasibility study for the project has 
already been conducted by the consultant,” 
he said, elaborating that as an exclusive port 
for fishing it will have all the facilities for 
inspecting, sorting, grading, storing as well 
as packing and unpacking fish.  

“There will be facilities for docking and 
repair of the vessels,” he said.

To strengthen TAFICO, the government 
will first review law governing its operations 
and the policy context to bring these aspects 
in line with a commercial focus.

The government is fine-tuning the 
corporation’s business plan to focus on deep 
sea fishing, fish farming and fish processing, 
he said.

“A total of 10 tied projects will be 
implemented under this plan at a cost of 
89.3bn/-“he said, relating to purchasing four 
fishing vessels, setting up fish processing 
plants and aquaculture (fish farming) 
projects. The government will henceforth 
increase its investment in research on 
fisheries resources, beef up security in 

territorial waters, improve training and 
laboratory services, while putting in place a 
business friendly environment.

As part of the plan, the government has 
already secured a 4.2bn/- loan from the 
government of Japan which will be spent 
on construction of a fishing vessel. The cash 
will also be used to put up ice plants at the 
port and ice storage facilities, he said.

 Former Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda 
said at the meeting that the fisheries sector 
is hugely underutilized, appealing for mote 
investments for increased productivity, job 
creation and poverty reduction.

Addressing the National Assembly last 
year, then minister for Livestock and 
Fisheries Development, Luhaga Mpina, said 
the TAFICO business plan would be jointly 
implemented by the government and the 
private sector.

Tabling the ministry’s 66.818bn/- revenue 
and expenditure estimates for the 2020/21 
fiscal year, the minister said fishing vessels 
will also be deployed in inland water bodies.
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Water Minister Jumaa Aweso pictured yesterday emerging after walking through a heavy-duty pipe manufactured by Dar es Salaam-
based Pipes Industries Company Ltd as he continued with his tour of projects attesting to the massive investments Tanzanians have made 
in supporting the country’s water sector. Second right is the firm’s CEO, Nassoro Ali Seif. Photo: Chief Photographer Selemani Mpochi. 

Minister acts on defective Kidatu hydropower station
 By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

ENERGY Minister Dr Medard Kalemani 
has instructed the Tanzania Electric Sup-
ply Co. Ltd (TANESCO) to take disciplinary 
measures against the Kidatu Station Man-
ager and two procurement officers for lax-
ity.

The directive came after it emerged that 
the station’s plant number 2 that used to 
produce 51MW of electricity has been de-
fective and thus idle since September last 
year.

Dr Kalemani issued the instructions on 
Monday after inspecting the power sta-
tion, further directing TANESCO to repair 
the plant within 15 days to make the power 
station return to its original 204MW power 
generating capacity.

 “I have toured the area and found one of 
the four power plants not generating elec-
tricity and when I inquired from experts; 
I was told they were still in the process of 
procuring spare parts.

“There are problems in the procuring 
system here. There are officials who have 

 By Henry Mwangonde

THE Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) 
has issued a number of rules to 

guide telecom companies in issuance 
of data bundles in a move aimed at ad-
dressing grievances aired by consumers 
on costs and quality of services.

TCRA Director General James Kilaba 
said yesterday that the new rules com-
ing into effect on April 2 require service 
providers not to offer bundles without 
approval from the regulator and ensure 
data bundle prices are within indicative 
prices directed by TCRA.

The new rules require service provid-
ers to use simple language in data pro-
vision for ease of customers to grasp, 
while being disallowed from changing 
and twisting terms and conditions of the 
bundles within three month of issuance.

”Service providers will notify user on 
the usage of the bundle upon reaching 
75-percent and 100 percent for voice

New plan eyes fishing 
port, TAFICO revival

TCRA sets new rules for telecom ‘bundles’

 By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

THE government has banned 
district councils from using 
privately registered land surveying 
companies insisting the job should 
be done by land sector employees.
William Lukuvi, the Minister 
for Lands, Housing and Human 
Settlements Development, affirmed 
this position yesterday at a function 
to issue title deeds to residents 
of Kisesa ward in Magu District, 
Mwanza Region.
“Land surveying should now be 
done by land sector employees 
and not private companies. District 
councils are allowed to hire 
surveying technicians from Ardhi 
Institute Morogoro to complete 
their tasks which includes planning 
services,” he said.
He urged employees of the ministry 
to provide all the needed support 
to members of the public seeking to 
acquire title deeds, as they can be 
used as collateral when borrowing 
money from financial institutions.
“You cannot access a bank loan if 
you don’t have a title deed. Bank 
officials would only want to see the 
document despite the fact that you 
have a number of land plots that 
have not been surveyed,” he said.
 District councils need to educate 
people on the importance of 
surveying their land plots, he said, 
noting that village executives can 
sensitize people to contribute 
money for land surveying and 
planning services, as one village 
must collect 8m/- for its land to be 
surveyed.
Assistant Lands Commissioner, Elia 
Kamiyanda said the region has 
received 220m/- for surveying 
3,000 land plots at Wita A, Igudija 
and Kitumba villages in Kisesa 
ward.
 The Acting District Executive 
Director, Merchdes Wema said the 
district has so far identified 2,612 
out of the targeted 3,000 land plots, 
installing beacons on the plots.
About 34 land plots at Ihushi and 
Bujashi villages have purposely 
been allocated for construction of 
small industries, he added. 

Avoid  hiring 
surveying 
companies,
minister 
tells district 
directors
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By Guardian Reporter, Morogoro

THE Tanzania Electric Supply 
Company (Tanesco) is well prepared 
to ensure that it will stimulate chang-
es in rural and urban communities 
through steady supply of power.

Tanesco director general Dr Tito 
Mwinuka said this recently here dur-
ing the meeting with the company’s 
officials and editors from various 
media outlets.

He said that to fulfill its role, the 
state owned power utility is imple-
menting several strategic projects 
which will strengthen power sup-
ply and thus stimulate individual 

income and the country’s develop-
ment.

He said Tanesco is implementing 
several mega projects including the 
Julius Nyerere Power project worth 
6.5tri/- which is expected to generate 
a total of 2115 megawatts.

The DG said as the nation is build-
ing an industrial economy, one of the 
government’s strategies is to ensure 
that electricity projects reach every 
corner of the country.

“We are also implementing the Ru-
sumo power project to generate 87 
megawatts and its implantation has 
reached 76.8 percent. This project 

will spend 263bn/- to its comple-
tion,” he said, noting that the power 
utility firm is also working to imple-
ment  other projects such as Ruhuji 
power project to generate 358 mega-
watts, Rumakali (222MW), Mtwara 
(300MW), Somanga (300MW), Ka-
kono (87MW) and the Malagarasi 
(45MW).

“With all the highlighted projects, 
we expect to boost production of 
power to 5,000 megawatts by 2025. 
We have been also connecting 
households with power at a very low 
cost with some households getting 
the service for free, the major ob-

jective to support the government’s 
efforts which aims to reach all peo-
ple with power services and thus 
stimulate economic development,” 
he added.

Dr Mwinuka said the company is 
also implementing various power 
transmission projects including the 
400Kv Kenya -Tanzania Intercon-
nector, 400Kv Tanzania – Zambia In-
terconnector, 400Kv Julius Nyerere 
to Chalinze and  400kV Kigoma to 
Nyakanazi.

He further said the construction of 
a transmission line to be used in the 
Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) - first 

phase has been completed by 100 
percent.

“The current capacity of the firm 
to produce electricity has reached 
1602.4 megawatts while the actual 
demand stands at 1,180.5 megawatts. 
So you can see that we still have ex-
tra 520.5 megawatts,” he added.

 The situation, according to Dr 
Mwinuka assures the public and 
investors of reliable power thus 
stimulating establishment of several 
investment projects in the country.

He said the firm has so far con-
nected 87 percent of residents in 
rural and urban areas and it is now 

working to ensure that it reaches 
the remaining 10 percent within the 
next five years.

“We are working to fulfill our vi-
sion with support from three-sister 
firms which are the Electrical Trans-
mission and Distribution Construc-
tion and Maintenance Company 
(ETDCO) with a role based on electri-
cal infrastructure construction and 
maintenance; the Tanzania Geother-
mal Development Company Limited 
(TGDC) and the Tanzania Concrete 
Poles Manufacturing Company 
(TCPMC),” he said.

We’re here to serve you with steady power supply, Tanesco director general says

BUSINESS Come and invest in Tanzania’s diverse 
sectors, Prof Mkumbo urges investors 

Sunflower processors 
expect a bumper crop 
in wake of good rains 

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

THE Chairman of the Tanzania 
Sunflower Processors Association 
(TASUPA), Ringo Iringo, has projected 
that the country will experience more 
harvests of sunflower crop this year 
due to sufficient rains.

In an interview with this paper, 
Iringo said the association sees that 
the majority of the farmers will receive 
good harvests compared to last year, 
something which will also transform 
their income.

He said that enough harvest of the 
sunflower crop will also support the 
stable availability of enough sunflower 
cooking oil and other related products 
on the market.

“We have received reports of 
good rains from all major sunflower 
producing regions which are Singida 
, Dodoma , Manyara , Arusha , Tabora 
, Iringa , Njombe , Kigoma , Katavi , 
Rukwa , Morogoro, and Ruvuma,” he 
said.

He said: “The sunflower harvesting 
season is expected to start in May or 
June and this season we project good 
harvest, this is so because of good rains 
in the country and also many farmers 
used high quality certified seeds.”

Iringo said the sunflower sector will 
still register higher growth compared 
to last year despite several adverse 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic in the 
economy.

He further said the country needs 
5000 tonnes of sunflower seeds 

annually, alleging that the Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
and Agriculture Seed Agency (ASA) 
have failed to produce the required 
seeds.

Recently, the Tanzania Agriculture 
Research Institute (TARI) announced 
that it had embarked on the 
implementation of a five-year 
(2020-2025) strategy to increase the 
production of sunflower to spearhead 
the country’s efforts to minimize a 
shortage and importation of edible oil.

According to reports, annually, the 
country imports 365,000 metric tonnes 
of edible oil which cost the government 
at least 443bn/-.

TARI’s National Coordinator for 
Sunflower Research Frank Reuben said 
that the Research institute had already 
developed a road map to produce 45 
tonnes of pre-basic and basic seeds 
to be distributed to different seed 
companies for mass production.

He was quoted to have said that TARI 
would partner with several companies 
and institutions.

They are—Agriculture Seed Agency 
(ASA), BioSustain Tanzania Limited, 
Termar, Ruddi, Agri-Seed Technologies, 
Southern Highland Seed Growers, Lima 
Africa, Inades, Agricpays Tanzania Ltd, 
and registered farmers working with 
Clinton Foundation and World Vision 
Tanzania.

“The companies will be responsible 
for the production of at least 4,500 
tonnes of seeds to be certified by the 
Tanzania Official Seeds Certification 
Institute (TOSCI),” he said.

Bolt boosts driver safety with 
a 12-hour working time limit

 By Guardian Reporter

PROF Kitila Mkumbo, Minister of 
State in the President’s Office (In-
vestment), has called on investors 
from across the globe to come and 

invest in various fields, describing Tanzania as 
the best destination when it comes to invest-
ments in Africa. 

Prof Mkumbo made the call in Dar es Salaam 
last week when speaking at the global investors’ 
meeting aimed at exploring investment 
opportunities in agriculture, infrastructure 
and the industrial sector.

Investors reviewed the win-win 
opportunities which are expected to benefit 
both investors and Tanzanians.

Tanzania as one of the fastest growing 
economies in Sub-Saharan Africa, Tanzania 
remains on investors’ radar, despite the 
economic slowdown.

Prof Mkumbo cited political will, peace, 
enough and fertile land for agriculture, 
labour force and market as among the factors 
that make Tanzania the best investment 
destinations in the continent.

He said Tanzania has a population of nearly 
60million which create market for produced 

goods, citing agriculture, mining and agro-
processing industries as priority areas for 
investment in the country. 

He however said that the government was 
committed to promote the private sector as 
well as resolving any strategic issues that may 
arise.

African Development Bank President, 
Akinwumi Adesina said: “Tanzania is 
burgeoning with value added potential.” 

Dr Adesina called on investors from across 
the globe to take Tanzania as their area of 
priority when they think of investing in Africa.

Thierry Mouanza Dongala, founder of 
Accountable Africa, which hosted the forum, 
said the investors’ forum was a timely event by 
evidence of the deals that were brokered on 
the sidelines of the meeting.

Aymeric Saha, Managing Director at MiDA 
Advisors, which advises some of the largest 
US institutional investors on their investments 
in African infrastructure projects, highlighted 
the hundred billion dollar appetite that foreign 
institutional investors have for sustainable 
infrastructure projects.

Attending investors also stressed the need 
for government support of investment exit’s as 
much as entries.

The agriculture sector received notable 
interest from foreign investors looking to 
partner with Tanzanian smallholders to 
enhance productivity while staying true to 
Tanzania’s valued Non-GMO status.

Peter Schuurs, Co-Founder of reap: “We 
are more than eager to put our hard-earned 
capital to work on Tanzanian soil to meet our 
bottom-line, contributing towards Tanzania’s 
self-sufficiency and the region’s food security, 
in a responsible and sustainable manner.”

Also, present were global black diaspora 
investors who recently moved to Tanzania 
and were looking to repatriate their overseas 
capital to Africa, in general, and Tanzania 
specifically.

Members of the diaspora group remarked 
that it was their duty to put the capital they 
earned in foreign countries to work in Africa 
where it was most needed and could bring the 
most return.

The diaspora said they are actively discussing 
with the Tanzania Investment Center ways 
to facilitate their capital repatriation, which 
represented over $1.9billion in Ghana during 
the global year of return captain.

Thierry Mouanza Dongala, founder of Accountable Africa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

 By Guardian Reporter

BOLT, a leading ride-hailing 
platform in Tanzania, introduced 
a 12-hour per day cap for drivers 
to operate on the application. 

Remy Eseka an official with Bolt 
in  Tanzania, said the working 
time limit is to ensure drivers 
show up for trips energetic and 
rejuvenated and aims to reduce 
road incidents resulting from 
driver fatigue. He said the number 
of hours’ restriction also allows 
drivers to pursue other priorities 
such as family needs, recreational, 
educational, and entrepreneurial 

activities. 
“The safety introduction is a 

commitment to innovating ways 
to improve and enhance our plat-
form not only for passengers but 
for drivers who are an important 
part of our business. Prioritising 
their mental and physical well-
being is crucial to their and pas-
sengers safely,” said Eseka. 

He added, “We trust this resolu-
tion will help reduce not only road 
accidents but also improve the 
interactions between drivers and 
passengers alike.”   ESeka noted 
that the decision means that driv-
ers confirming Bolt orders can 

only stay active for a combined 
period of 12 hours. 

Once the 12 hours have been ex-
hausted, the driver will be restrict-
ed from operating. This will indi-
cate that the driver must take a 
mandatory break to recharge and 
pursue other interests before get-
ting back behind the wheel.  The 
12-hour operational cap applies to 
cars, bajaji and bodaboda drivers.

A research study mentioned 
by Arrive Alive indicated that 20 
percent of road accidents were 
due to fatigue. Simultaneously, 
in Africa, the issue is believed 
to be even more pronounced: 

anecdotal evidence suggested 
that as many as 60 percent of 
road accidents may be due to 
driver tiredness. Drivers who are 
deprived of sufficient breaks are 
exposed to neuro-behavioural 
effects and impairs performance 
of all types of work- physical and 
mental.  

The study suggested that short-
term tips for drivers to follow 
when experiencing problems 
maintaining alertness behind the 
wheel include: park somewhere 
safe and take a 15-20min nap; and 
have a couple of cups of strong 
coffee.
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There are problems 
in the procuring 
system here. There 
are officials who have 
been sleeping on the 
job since September 
last year.

been sleeping on the job since September 
last year. The situation has affected power 
supply to the national grid,” he said.

In the circumstance, Dr Kalemani directed 
the TANESCO Managing Director to take ac-
tion against two procurement officers along-
side the Kidatu Station Manager.

Inspecting the transformer at the station, 
Dr Kalemani was told that one of its units has 
not been 

A total of 10 tied 
projects will be 
implemented under 
this plan at a cost of 
89.3bn/-
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi swears in Othman Masoud Othman (R) as Zanzibar’s First Vice President at State House in Zanzibar yesterday. 
Photo: Zanzibar State House 

Germany’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Regina Hess (L), and Old Moshi cultural tourism coordinator Gabriel Orio pictured yesterday lighting candles at the 
grave of Mangi (Chief) Meli Kiusa bin Rindi Makindara at Kolila in Moshi Rural, Kilimanjaro Region. It was in commemoration of the Chagga hero’s execution 
by German colonialists on March 2, 1900. Photo: Correspondent James Lanka  

bundles and short message ser-
vices (SMS),” the regulator elabo-
rated.

Similarly, service providers are 
required to insert a mobile app 
to help user know the rate of data 
bundle usage by downloading the 
app.

Service providers need to en-
able the user to choose and agree 
to charges on data use and units of 
the selected data, where telecom 
companies provide for selection 
in the menu before a user chooses 
a data or voice bundle to buy.

 “The service provider will not 
be allowed to reduce data speed 
during the use of the purchased 
bundle,” the rules further under-
line.

The new guidelines also direct 
telecom companies not to issue 

three promotions and special of-
fers of different kinds at the same 
time.

TCRA said that from 2018 to 
2021 the average cost for calls 
within one network without sub-
scribing to bundles has dropped 
from 290.27/- per minute to 90.81/-
, a 76percent decrease while inter-
network connection without bun-
dles has dropped by 81percent.

The new rules come from ana-
lysing the cost difference between 
using bundles and not using bun-
dles, where TCRA noticed that 
90-percent of phone use is tied 
to bundles and thus complaints 
come most from this source.

On February 5 TCRA invited 
views from stakeholders on data 
bundle services issued by tele-
com companies, with about 3,278 
views being received by TCRA 
since then, he added.

TCRA sets new rules 
for telecom ‘bundles’
FROM PAGE 1

 KINSHASA

As the Democratic Republic of 
Congo awaits its formal admission 
into the regional bloc, purveyors of 
false news have been spreading mis-
information in the country.

Since Saturday, some politicians 
and prominent bloggers have been 
announcing that Kinshasa has be-
come the seventh member of the 
East African Community (EAC).

Bestine Kazadi, a special adviser of 
President Félix Tshisekedi on inter-
national cooperation and regional 
integration posted online: “DRC’s 
membership in the EAC. For Presi-

dent Félix Tshisekedi, the vision be-
came reality on February 27, 2021. 
The Prime Minister Sama Lukonde 
has to ensure that the country gets 
all the benefits as a member of the 
bloc.”

Some media outlets picked up the 
news and published “its official, the 
21st EAC heads of state Summit has 
just adopted DR Congo’s application 
for membership in the bloc. From 
now on, DRC is a full member of the 
EAC as well as the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
and the Economic Community of 
Central African States (ECCAS).

DRC shares a long border with 

four countries that are members of 
the East African Community. The 
country first applied to join the EAC 
in June 2019. EAC leaders had prom-
ised to respond to Kinshasa’s request 
during its 21st summit last month.

But EAC leaders said they would 
make a final decision at the next 
summit, once the Council of Minis-
ters verifies Kinshasa’s readiness.

In the meantime, the EAC adopted 
French as one of its official languag-
es.

DRC is a member of Common Mar-
ket for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(Comesa), SADC and ECCAS -- the 
Central African bloc.

President Tshisekedi applied for 
membership of the EAC, saying ad-
mission will help break customs 
barriers and increase cross-border 
trade.

Beyond the vision of economic 
integration, for some analysts, DRC’s 
membership in regional or interna-
tional organisations is a sort of vic-
tory for the Congolese leader. Since 
coming to power in January 2019,   
Tshisekedi has shown himself close 
to East African presidents, while his 
predecessor was much closer and 
more open to the SADC.     

AGENCIES

DRC: Politicians, bloggers spread  fake news on admission to EAC

Just four per cent of Covid research relevant to Africa - study
 NAIROBI

Just four per cent of scientific 
research published on COVID-19 
is relevant to Africa despite the 
continent containing close to a 
fifth of humanity, according to an 
analysis published yesterday.

With nearly four million 
confirmed cases across the 
continent, the authors of the study 
said the relative lack of research 
on Africa or authored by Africans 
added to the growing body of 
“evidence of coloniality in global 

health research and decision-
making”.

Researchers analysed more 
than 2,000 peer-reviewed articles 
published in the 10 leading health 
and medical journals between 
January 1 and September 30, 2020.

Just 94 out of 2,196 articles 
studied -- around four percent -- 
contained content related to Africa 
or a specific African country, the 
analysis found.

In the articles relevant t o Africa, 
just 210 out of 619 listed authors 
who were African -- 34 per cent.

That means that two-thirds of 
the authors of COVID-19 research 
related to the continent were non-
African, compared with African 
authors making up three percent of 
the authors of non-Africa-focused 
research.

Africa is home to 17 per cent of 
the world’s population.

The authors of the analysis, 
published in the online journal BMJ 
Global Health, said the results were 
not surprising given how African 
authors have historically been 
under-represented across scientific 

research.
“Health policy is not only 

informed by original research; 
sensible, contextually appropriate 
guidelines, opinions and 
commentary are also essential 
to improving the functioning of 
healthcare systems,” they wrote.

“This is especially true during 
times of surge, when original 
research can be challenging to 
produce in low resource settings, 
like those in Africa.

“African voices and research are 
needed to guide the local pandemic 

response,” they concluded.
The authors called for 

governments to increase research 
funding, particularly into infectious 
diseases, and said that scientific 
journals had a role to play in 
ensuring their studies are more 
representative of the global 
population.

“The time has come that 
authoritative journals need to 
turn to authors and ask where 
local representation is on papers 
describing health systems in regions 
that are not there own,” they wrote.

A separate analysis reinforced 
the findings, looking at research 
linked to African researchers or 
institutions between November 
2019 and August 2020.

It found that African countries 
produced three per cent of 
the global share of COVID-19 
publications during this period.

Almost two thirds of these came 
from just three countries: South 
Africa, Egypt and Nigeria.

AGENCIES

working since September last 
year. He ordered a new plant be 
installed within one month and 
directed that disciplinary steps be 
taken against the plant’s supervi-
sor.

He similarly directed the man-
aging director to make sure that 
repair work on power plants all 
over the country does not take 
more than 10 days.

As for equipment against light-
ning along transmission lines, he 
instructed TANESCO to purchase 

the equipment within 17 days so 
that come rain, come lightning, 
power supply should not be inter-
rupted.

The minister said the holding 
dam has adequate water levels for 
the needed power generation.

During the visit, he was accom-
panied by Managing Director Dr 
Tito Mwinuka, Acting Commis-
sioner for Electricity and Renew-
able Energy - Edward Ishengoma, 
Assistant Commissioner for Elec-
tricity - Innocent Luoga and other 
ministerial officials.

Minister acts on defective 
Kidatu hydropower station
FROM PAGE 1

 HARARE

Zimbabwe’s Vice-President, 
Kembo Mohadi,  has resigned af-
ter he became embroiled in a sex 
scandal involving married wom-
en.

The 71-year-old announced his 
resignation on Monday after an 
online media outlet, Zimlive, pub-
lished recordings of his telephone 
conversations with at least four 
women where he is heard negoti-
ating for sex.

He said he was resigning with 
immediate effect to fight the alle-
gations in court, claiming he was a 
victim of blackmail.

“Following the recurring dis-
information and viralisation of 
my alleged immoral unions, dis-
pensed through awkward hack-
tivism, l am stepping down as the 
vice-president of the Republic 
of Zimbabwe,”   Mohadi said in a 
statement.

“My decision to relinquish the 
vice-president’s post is a way of re-
specting the citizens of this great 
nation and my party comrades, 
some of whom would have been 
affected by the falsehoods and 
character assassination on the 
digital ecosystem…My resignation 
is also necessitated by my desire 

to seek clarity and justice on the 
matter.”

The ex-VP also vowed to “poke 
holes in this strategy from politi-
cal foes.”

The long-serving politician 
claimed his voice was cloned and 
alleged a plot to soil his image.

The audio recordings included 
one where he is heard arranging   
to have sex with a married secu-
rity aide in his office.

The former State Security min-
ister insisted that he was innocent 
and a victim of “information dis-
tortion.”

“I have been going through a 
soul searching pilgrimage and re-
alised that l need the space to deal 
with my problems outside the 
government chair,”  Mohadi said.

Civil society organisations had 
called on   Mohadi to resign, ac-
cusing him of abuse of office.

He was appointed VP three 
years ago after the coup that 
toppled long-time ruler Robert 
Mugabe.

Previously, he had served under 
Mugabe in various security port-
folios since the 1990s.

Zimbabwe’s other VP is Retired 
General Constantino Chiwenga, 
who led the 2017 coup as then 
army commander.   AGENCIES

Zimbabwe’s vice president
resigns amid sex scandal
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By Correspondent 
James Kandoya

CHieF govern-
ment chemist Dr 
Fidelice Mafumiko 
has urged entre-
preneurs to make 
safe use of chemi-
cals used in pro-
ducing domestic 
goods to protect 
people’s health 
and environment.

Dr Mafumiko 
said that when 
opening one-day 
training on safe 
use of chemicals 
to the entrepre-
neurs   that was 
organised by gov-
ernment chemist 
laboratory agency 
(GCla)  in lake 
Zone office. 

 “i’m aware that 
your activities in-
volve the use of 
chemicals caustic 
soda (sodium hy-
droxide), sulphu-
ric acid to make 
soap. all these are 
harmful if used 
or not protected 
properly.  there-
fore, i would like 
to insist on follow-
ing safer ways of 
using chemicals in 

‘safe use of chemicals vital for 
benefit of people, environment’

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Kahama

MoRe than 3,000 resi-
dents of ngara and Kaha-
ma districts are expected 
to be employed by the 
nickel smelting plant to 
be built at Buzwagi Gold 
Mine in Kahama District, 
shinyanga Region.

the nickel smelter is  
expected to be built by 
tembo nickel mining firm 
in ngara District,  Kagera 
Region. 

this was revealed on 
Monday by a team of gov-
ernment experts and the 
investor, tembo nickel 
who visited Kahama Dis-
trict to survey the area 
for the construction of 
the smelter that would be 
mined in ngara District, 
Kagera Region.

Kabanga nickel execu-
tive officer Chris showal-
ter said upon completion 
the smelter will employ 
over 3,000 people, 2,000 
of them from ngara Dis-
trict. 

tanzania Commissioner 
for Mining Prof abdkluka-
rim Mruma who led the 
team of mining experts 
from the Minstry of Min-
erals said the government 
has provided an invest-
ment area at Buzwagi Gold 
Mine to facilitate transport 
of the nickel at the smelter.

shinyanga Regional 
Commissioner Zainab tel-
ack said the government 
has allocated four areas 
for the construction nickel 
smelting plants and what 
remains is for the investor 
to choose one of them.  

General manager of 
Bulyanhulu and Buzwadi 
Gold Mines Benedict Bu-
sunzu praised tembo 
nickel for mining the min-
eral from Kabanga area in 
ngara District in Kagera 
Region and for the de-
cision to construct the 
smelting plant. 

Implementation of one of the 540m/- water projects lined up for Bangata ward in Arumeru District well under way, as witnessed yesterday. 
Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya

Govt, investor: 
nickel smelter 
due to employ 
3000 residents 
of Kahama and 
ngara districts

your daily activities, ”he said.
Dr Mafumiko said the aim of the training was to 

increase awareness on the safe use of chemicals to 
reduce impacts as per the industrial and Consumer 
Chemical act. 

“the training is further aimed at building your ca-
pacities to know the effect of using chemicals, safe 
use of chemicals without affecting your business and 
your health and steps to take during emergencies,” he 
said.

“During training, the entrepreneurs will be trained 
about the industrial and Consumer Chemicals (Man-
agement and Control) aCt [no. 3 oF 2003].

Beatrice Makoko,an entrepreneur from Ukerewe is-
land said that training was useful because it had ad-
ditional skills in dealing with chemicals. 

“i would like to thank GCla for the training and 
called the authority to make it regularly because en-
trepreneurs are a big group that need continuous 
training. 

industrial and Consumer Chemicals (Management 
and Control) act [no. 3 oF 2003] was established by 
the parliament and assented to be law by the presi-
dent in april 05, 2003.

it was established to provide for the management 
and control of the production, importation, transpor-
tation, exportation, storage, dealing, and disposal of 
chemicals and for matters connected therewith.

By Guardian Reporter

tanZania Geothermal Development 
company (tGDC) plans to open up op-
portunities in the use of thermal energy 
for the country’s economic growth.

speaking at the weekend in Morogoro 
at a meeting with senior editors from the 
country’s media, tGDC general manager 
eng Kato Kabaka said the government, 
through his institution continues with 
its strategic projects in the development 
of thermal energy to attain the govern-
ment’s goal to produce 200Mw by 2025.

“Priority projects includes ngozi in 
Mbeya and songwe Regions, Kiejo-Mba-
ka in Mbeya Region, natron in arusha 
Region and luhoi in Coast Region all of 
which aim to produce 200Mw,” he said.

He said in-depth research on geother-
mal energy in the priority projects con-
tinue and as for now, tGDC has begun 
drilling tests for geothermal wells to de-

termine the actual geothermal energy 
reserves under the ground.

“in the circumstances in the coming 
days tGDC plans to enter into agree-
ment with a local contractor to con-
duct drilling tests for shallow wells for 
research purposes at our Kiejo-Mbaka 
project in Busokelo Council, Rungwe 
District, Mbeya Region,” Kabaka said. 

“among sectors that we plan to inte-
grate with in the geothermal energy de-
velopment in the country include the 
energy, agriculture, livestock, industry, 
trade and tourism sectors,” he added. 
He added: “among the opportunities in 
the use of geothermal energy from the 
songwe Region’s project include hatch-
ery for chicken, fish farming, agricul-
ture and tourism business.”

tanzania has over 50 locations that 
have the potential of producing geo-
thermal-powered electricity. the loca-
tions are scartred across Mbeya, arusha, 

Tanzania aims to produce 200mw 
thermal energy by 2025, says TGDC

Dodoma, iringa, Coast, Kilimanjaro, Kagera, 
Katavi, shinyanga, Morogoro, Mwara, Man-
yara, Rukwa, singida, songwe, and tanga 
Region.
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By Guardian Reporter

tHe prestigious ashden awards 
has called for applications from 
africa’s low carbon innovators 
announcing cash grants of up to 
£20,000 for winning organisations 
which will also receive develop-
ment support, networking oppor-
tunities and PR support including 
a broadcast-quality film about their 
work.

the ashden awards highlight 
outstanding climate innovations, 
boosting bright ideas that can be 
scaled up or replicated around the 
world. applicants include busi-
nesses, charities and public sector 
bodies.

ashden Chief executive officer, 
Harriet lamb said: “while too many 
young people face unemployment 
or underemployment, new op-
portunities are opening for jobs in 
building the low carbon economy 
of the future.”

lamb said that renewable energy 
generates more jobs than fossil fu-
els, but people are not being trained 
up with those skills to power the fu-
ture economy.

“this is why the ashden award is 
looking for exciting initiatives train-

ing people in green skills,” she said.
Referring to the new award for 

regenerative agriculture, she said: 
“small scale farmers are the heart 
of the low carbon revolution. they 
grow our food and they often prac-
tice traditional techniques that help 
store carbon and protect the soil – in 
fact the techniques of the future. we 
are looking for those examples that 
can inspire others to follow their 
footsteps.”

Regenerative agriculture is sus-
tainable farming that nourishes soil, 
boosts biodiversity and improves 
water management; said lamb 
adding it could bring enormous 
benefits to the climate, and to 500 
million smallholder farmers around 
the world.

awards relevant to africa with 
include, ashden award for humani-
tarian energy, ashden award for 
cooling in informal settlements, 
ashden award for energy access in-
novation, ashden award for natural 
climate solutions, ashden award for 
energy access skills and the ashden 
award for regenerative agriculture

winners will be announced at 
the international climate summit 
CoP26 being held in Glasgow, scot-
land in november.

ashden awards calls for applications 
from africa’s low-carbon innovators

Saanane Island National Park charting strategies to attract more visitors
By Correspondent Wilhelm 

Mulinda, Mwanza

saanane island national 
Park is planning to improve   
services which include pro-
vision of special traditional 
diets and construction of 
luxury tents to accommodate 
tourists visiting the park.

acting tourism officer at 

the Park, sadick Mohamed  
was   briefing the deputy min-
ister for natural Resources 
and tourism, Mary Masanja 
who visited the part recently.

He said the park is now 
putting in place a number of 
strategies to attract as many 
visitors as possible in a bid 
to boost the tourism industry 
and raise income.

according to him, the plan 

also involves adding differ-
ent species of animals with a 
view to attract more tourists 
to visit the area.

sadick said the strategy 
responds to the call of the 
visitors whom for many years 
have been requesting for im-
provement of services by hav-
ing varieties of attractions. 
“we are working to increase 
the number of animals such 

as chimpanzees provided that 
the ecology supports the ani-
mals to survive,” he said.

the national park is located 
two kilometres south-west of 
Mwanza city centre, lying in 
the Capri point Gulf of lake 
Victoria. Foreign tourists visit-
ing the park also have an op-
portunity to watch local cul-
tural dances of sukuma tribe 
at Bujora located some few 

kilometres from Mwanza city 
centre.

the park is a good place for 
picnicking, panoramic view-
ing of the city and sun rising 
as well as downing includ-
ing filming. sport fishing and 
stone jumping also are con-
ducted in the area including 
boat excursions in the lake.  
tourist attractions available 
at the park include impala, 

zebra, wildebeests, lions, pea-
cocks, more than 70 species of 
birds both aquatic and terres-
trial migrants as well as resi-
dents and lake panoramic 
view. others are revert mon-
keys, lizards lagama, moni-
tor lizards, crocodiles, rock 
hyrax, pythons as well as sea 
otters to mention just a few.

tourism is the largest for-
eign exchange earner since 

2012, contributing an aver-
age of $2 billion annually, 
which is equivalent to 25 per 
cent of all exchange earn-
ings, according to the gov-
ernment data. it also con-
tributes to more than 17 per 
cent of the national Gross 
Domestic Product (GPD) 
and creates more than 1.5 
million jobs, 500,000 of 
which are direct.

By Guardian Correspondent, Hai

tHRee teachers at ngira Primary school in Masama 
east ward in Hai District, Kilimanjaro Region, are forced 
to teach more than 400 pupils in standard one to sev-
en due to serious shortage of teachers.

Following the problem, Hai District executive Direc-
tor, Yohana sintoo, has ordered immediate transfer of 

two teachers from schools with a sufficient number of 
teachers to ngira primary school.

sintoo gave the directive yesterday when responding 
to a question from Masama east ward councilor who 
wanted to know the government plans to allocate more 
teachers at ngira primary school.

the councilor was concerned that with the big num-
ber of pupils the school requires many teachers to be 

able to properly teach all the subjects from standard 
one to seven. He said for better academic performances, 
authorities must ensure a standard pupil-teacher ratio.

“we cannot have over 400 pupils taught by just three 
teachers; with this trend pupils will never achieve their 
targeted academic goals,” said the councilor.

 according to sintoo, the district education officer 
(primary) Christopher wangwe will next week trans-

fer two teachers from other schools to ngira primary 
school. He promised to resolve the shortage of teachers 
at all the schools depending on new employment to be 
done by the government.

“allocation of teachers will now be directed to schools 
with serious shortage,” said the DeD.

Meanwhile, wangwe promised to send three teachers 
to ngira primary school by March 3rd 2021.

ngira Primary school in Masama facing shortage of teachers

By Guardian Correspondent, Longido

the vicious cycle of cross-border cattle smuggling   
in longido District   border has snowballed into a ma-
jor challenge for the authorities which always remains 
on the receiving end.

longido District Commissioner, Frank Mwaisumbe 
has given a seven-day ultimatum to livestock traders 
smuggling cattle into neighboring Kenya through po-
rous borders.

according to an official who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity, cattle smugglers from the district are 
treated as traders once they cross over to Kenya.

“all these smugglers need to do is to offer a bribe  to 
the dishonest officials in longido afterwards they are 
free to sell it to whoever they wish,” he said.

“since there is a huge demand for cattle in Kenya, 
smugglers never lose a single chance to cross over to 
the neighbouring country where they earn easy mon-
ey. the demand and supply chain has to be broken,” 
the official said.

according to officials, tens of thousands of cattle are 
estimated to be smuggled to Kenya annually through 
the porous   border in the district.

longido DC gave the order yesterday during a tour 
at a slaughter factory firm belonging to eliya Food 
overseas ltd. His visit followed reports that most of 
the cattle are smuggled into neighbouring countries 
resulting into a shortage at the factory which is locat-
ed in the district.

He said the government in collaboration with offi-
cials from Kenya will from next week conduct patrols 
at all the livestock markets near borders. He said those 
who will be found conducting the business without 
permits will be punished in accordance with the laws.

Mwaisumbe said he recently held a meeting with his 
Kenyan counterpart from Kajiado to discuss on how 
best they can control livestock smuggling between the 
two countries.

“livestock smuggling affects production at the fac-
tory which has secured markets in arabic countries, 
the investor requires a consistent supply to be able to 
slaughter cattle at its full capacity and meet the mar-
ket demand,” said the District Commissioner noting 
illegal transportation of the domestic animals denies 
the government revenues.

Chairman of livestock traders at the international 
livestock market in longido District, saruni laizer 
said they have been sensitising traders to use the mar-
ket for the government to get revenues.

Cattle smuggling: When 
smugglers become traders

Mpwapwa Police Station commanding officer David Kinyage (R) briefs Home Affairs minister George Simbachawene (L), who toured the station yester-
day. Photo courtesy of Home Affairs ministry

January Msoffe (L), a retired Judge of the Court of Appeal of Tanzania, pictured on Monday making a presentation to 70 resident magistrates attending a seminar organ-
ised by the High Court of Tanzania and conducted by the Lushoto-based Institute of Judicial Administration. Photo: Correspondent Boniface Gideon
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 By Guardian Reporter

tHe tanzania electric 
supply Company limited 
(tanesco) is unveiling 70 
Megawatts of electricity 
to power the first phase of 
the standard gauge railway 
(sGR) set to start operations 
in the coming few months, a 
senior official has said.

sGR power project man-

ager eng albano sembua 
said the actual construction 
of power lines between Dar 
es salaam (Kinyerezi) and 
Morogoro (Kingorwira) was 
completed and the govern-
ment through the power 
utility firm spent 71.1bn/- to 
accomplish the first-phase 
of the project.

tanesco has installed 462 
electric poles from Kinyere-

zi (Dar es salaam) to King-
urowila (Morogoro). 

“what is waiting now is for 
the sGR to take the power 
for their own use,” he said.

Construction of the Dar 
es salaam-Morogoro stretch 
started in January 2019.

the 70Mw would be pro-
vided to the tanzania Rail-
ways Corporation (tRC) 
as soon as the corporation 

gets ready to start run the 
first phase of sGR trains 
between Dar es salaam and 
Morogoro.

addressing senior editors 
and journalists in Morogoro 
over the weekend, Minis-
ter for energy Dr Medard 
Kalemani said the project is 
done by 100 percent. 

He however assured the 
public that the sGR train op-

erations couldn’t be disrupt-
ed in times of power cuts as 
the locomotives will have 
inbuilt power-saving systems 
to keep them charged for not 
less than one hour.

He said: “Firstly, power dis-
ruptions will be reduced but 
secondly, the locomotives 
will run in such a way that 
they are able to keep them-
selves powered for an hour 

to two after power cut. 
tanesco managing Direc-

tor, Dr tito Mwinuka said 
that the line is connected 
with four newly built trac-
tion Power substations (tPs) 
in Pugu, Ruvu, Kidugalo, and 
Kingolwira.

the transmission line, 
which has a capacity of 220 
kV covers a total distance of 
159 kilometers from Kinyere-

zi through Dar es salaam and 
Morogoro, and it will serve 
as a source of power for sGR 
train.

sGR is one of the strategic 
major projects undertaken 
by the fifth-phase govern-
ment, which is devoted to-
wards strengthening railway, 
air, water, and road transport 
infrastructures to provide di-
verse options to its citizens.

Tanesco ready with 70 megawatts for use during first phase of SGR operations

By Guardian Reporter

tHe government has 
stressed the need for con-
tractors implementing 
water projects to procure 
materials including pipes 
from local manufacturers.

“the government in-
sists on transforming the 
country into an industri-
alized nation, we need to 
support our industries 
because their products 
meet the required stand-
ards,” said water Minister 
Juma aweso when speak-
ing during a visit at a Dar 
es salaam-based plastic 
pipes manufacturer—Plas-
co limited on Monday.

the tour was aimed to 
inspect the industry oper-
ations as well as to discuss 
challenges facing local 
plastic manufacturers.

Minister aweso asserted 
that there are no reasons 
for delaying water pro-
jects since most of the 
materials especially pipes 
can be procured locally. 
He underscored the need 
for tanzanians to change 
their mindset against lo-
cally manufactured prod-
ucts as they are of good 
quality.

“i am impressed with 
the technology you ap-
ply in manufacturing the 
pipes. we don’t need to 
continue ordering mate-
rials from abroad. what 
you need is to assure us 
with the production ca-
pacity, timely delivery of 
materials and reasonable 
prices,” he said adding 
there are over 600 water 
projects implemented at 
different places across the 
country.

according to him the 
government is deter-
mined to improve the wa-
ter sector to reach its tar-
get of ensuring 85 percent 
of rural dwellers and 95 
percent of those living in 
urban areas get access to 
clean and safe water.

aweso urged the Rural 
water supply and sanita-
tion and agency (RUwa-
sa) to ensure timely pay-
ment of contractors since 
the government funds the 
projects through the wa-
ter Fund. 

the minister challenged 
local plastic pipes manu-
facturers to consider 
producing pipe fittings 
because they are current-
ly procured outside the 
country. 

He said ordering pipe 
fittings abroad have been 
contributing to delays in 
completing water projects 
since it takes up to five 
months for contractors to 
get them.

Responding, Plasco 
limited Chief operating 
officer, alimiya osman 
said they have already 
started to invest for pro-
duction of the water pipe 
fittings. osman said the 
industry has a capacity to 
convert 28,000 tonnes of 
plastic per year.

He said they have in-
vested over $ 8million for 

Purchase water pipes from 
tanzania firms, minister 
aweso directs contractors 

REPOA ranked as the top think-tank in Tanzania 

Plasco Ltd chief operating officer Alimiya Osman (R) shows Water minister Juma Aweso some of the pipes manufactured by the firm using Weholite 
technology. The pipes can be used in gas distribution, irrigation and water supply projects. Photo: Guardian Photographer

weholite technology used to manufacture 
pipes which can be used in gas, irrigation 
and water projects.

“our pipes can be used for water distribu-
tion, storage and sanitation projects,” said 
osman noting the factory which was estab-
lished in 1993, also exports its products to 
Rwanda, Kenya and Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC).

the factory’s sales and Marketing Manag-
er, edith James informed the minister on the 
various challenges that plastic pipe manu-
facturers face including fear by tanzanians 
to use proven technology in water projects 
the thing that result in higher running costs 
due to frequent maintenance and shorter 
lifetime.

she said delays in Value added tax (Vat) 
exemptions contribute in project delays, 
suggesting for the government to fast-track 
its issuance.

RUwasa Director General, Clement Kive-
gelo said the minister’s decision to organize 
a water stakeholders forum in the coming 
days would help to discuss various challeng-
es facing the sector and enhance good rela-
tions with local water pipe manufacturers. 

“we are glad that the minister is keen to 
closely work and support local manufactur-
ers, his determination to improve the water 
sector will unlock the various challenges 
you currently face,” he noted.

By Getrude Mbago

tHe country’s top think-tank-RePoa has for the 
7th consecutive year been ranked as the top think-
tank in tanzania and among top think tanks in 
sub-saharan africa.

in a report issued recently by the Global Go to 
think tank index (GGti), RePoa has been ranked 
as the 4th leading think tank in sub-saharan af-
rica, up from the 11th position it had maintained 
in 2019 and 2018. 

organized by the think tanks and Civil socie-
ties Programmes (ttCsP), the index’s major aim 
is to acknowledge the important roles that think 
tanks play in informing policy thus accelerating 
development in respective countries. speaking to 

journalists in Dar es salaam yesterday, RePoa’s ex-
ecutive Director, Dr Donald Mmari commended 
ttCsP management for their innovation and ef-
forts to raise the voice of think tanks globally.

according to him, RePoa has been ranked top 
due its quality of research, capacity building initia-
tives and contribution to policy development.

He said RePoa has been in the named top 
number out of more than 612 think tanks in sub-
saharan africa and 92 participating policy-orient-
ed think tanks. He said GGtti is an international 
survey conducted by the ttCsP of the University 
of Pennsylvania. since its inception in 1989, ttCsP 
has focused on collecting data and conducting 
research on think tank trends and the role think 
tanks play as civil society actors in the policymak-

ing process.
according to him, in the report, Botswana insti-

tute for Development Policy analysis (BiDPa) was 
named a “centre of excellency” in the sub-saharan 
region. RePoa 4th possession comes after the 
african Centre for the Constructive Resolution of 
Disputes (aCCoRD) of south africa, Kenya insti-
tute for Public Policy Research and analysis (KiP-
PRa) and the african Center for economic trans-
formation (aCet) of Ghana.

 “it reminds us of our responsibilities and com-
mitments to undertake credible research and ana-
lytical work and to provide knowledge that is rele-
vant for evidence-informed policy making, and to 
contribute to the national capacity development 
for research and policy analysis,” Mmari said.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

tHe government, through Bukoba 
water and sanitation authority (BU-
wasa) and Rural water and sanita-
tion authority (RUwasa) has begun 
implementing a huge water project 
at Kemondo town in Kagera Region.

Kemondo water project is being 
implemented following President 
John Magufuli’s pledge during last 
year’s election campaign in the area.

addressing Kemondo residents 
early this week during her inspec-
tion visit at the project, Deputy wa-
ter Minister Maryprisca Mahundi 
praised both BUwasa and RUwasa 
for fast implementation of the pro-
ject.

“My hope is to see Kemomdo resi-
dents get clean and safe water sup-
ply service as early as possible and 
we have every reason to work day 
and night to complete the project,” 
she stressed.

she said when completed, the 
project using Force account experts 
will serve six wards with 17 villages in 
three phases, the first of which will 

incorporate Kemondo ward with 
two villages where a three million-
litre reservoir will be constructed 
with main water pipe network.

she said 600m/- has already been 
received for the work.

she added that the second phase 
to cost 7m/- will incorporate four 
wards of Maruku, Kanyangereko, 
Bujugo and Katerero, while the last 
phase will incorporate Muhutwe 
ward and will cost 3bn/-. 

while in Missenyi District, Deputy 
water Minister Mahundi inaugurat-
ed Gera water project and called on 
residents to respect water infrastruc-
tures for them to last long.

she also inspected Kyaka-Bunazi 
water project in Missenyi District 
whose construction work was 48 per 
cent complete and when fully op-
erational will serve 65,000 residents 
and will cost 15.1bn/-.

the project is a result of President 
John Magufuli’s directive on July 11 
2019 when he said Kyaka and Bunazi 
residents should get safe and clean 
water supply within a period of not 
more than one year.

BUwasa, RUwasa executing
huge water project at Kemondo

Aweso demands collection of pipes abandoned at Dar-based factory 
By Henry Mwangonde

wateR minister Jumaa 
aweso yesterday issued a sev-
en-day ultimatum for the col-
lection of pipes which have 
been abandoned at a factory 
in Dar es salaam meant for a 
project at Bwiti, tandahimba 
District in Mtwara Region.

the minister made the 
remarks during his tour of 
various water pipes manu-

facturing industries in Dar es 
salaam.

the pipes, which have 
been paid for and abandoned 
at Pipes industries Company 
limited, were supposed to 
be transported to Mtwara 
for the project which is now 
three years under construc-
tion while it was supposed to 
end in a year time.

the minister said he was 
impressed with the perfor-

mance of local industries in 
manufacturing pipes saying 
this was a clear indication 
that water projects were go-
ing to end on time.

the minister said he was 
going to work on debts that 
the government owes pipe 
manufacturing industries 
which was a key issue which 
was raised by the manufac-
tures.

“water sector is a very sen-

sitive area because its an area 
which has no option that is 
the reason the government 
has been working on ensur-
ing that there are no setbacks 
to implementing water pro-
jects,” he said.

the minister said his min-
istry was ready to work with 
the private sector especially 
manufactures to ensure that 
the projects in the country 

are implemented at a fast 
speed.

He added that the water 
sector was going through 
reforms to ensure all the 
remaining projects are im-
plemented on time.

the minister said the 
main challenge currently 
was availability of pumps 
which is an issue which 
can be easily addressed 
because the country has 

industries to manufacture 
pumps.

in his remarks, Chief exec-
utive officer nassor seif said 
they were  ready to work with 
the government to ensure 
tanzania was home to qual-
ity water pipes.

in 2019 president John 
Magufuli ordered the use of 
locally manufactured pipes 
in all government fully fund-
ed projects in a move aimed 

at empowering local indus-
tries as well as saving billions 
of money spent on importa-
tion.

the Head of state made the 
directive when he launched 
Pipe industries limited, a 
High Density Polyethylene 
Pipe (HDPe) Polyvinyl Chlo-
ride (PVC) and Glass fiber re-
inforced Plastic pipes (GRP) 
manufacturing industry 
owned by local investors.

By Guardian Correspondent, Igunga

tHe tanzania Prevention and Combating of Corrup-
tion Bureau (PCCB) has dragged to court a nurse from 
igunga District Hospital wallace Kazili for allegedly so-
liciting bribes amounting to 200,000/-.

Prosecutor of PCCB in igunga District, Mazengo 
Joseph told the court that Kazili (52) was charged for 
committing the offence on october 30, this year.

He said Kazili, a nurse has been prosecuted for so-

liciting bribes amounting to 200,000/- from an igunga 
resident, Kasembe Bundala so as to provide tB medi-
cines to Kasembe’s mother who was admitted at the 
hospital.

Before the igunga Resident Magistrate Court and the 
district’s senior magistrate lydia ilunda, the prosecu-
tor claimed that the suspects committed the offence 
on october 30, 2019 while knowing exactly that it is 
against article 15 (1) of the PCCB act no 11 of 2007.

the suspect however pleaded not guilty and was 

granted bail of 300,000/- waiting for the case which 
has been adjourned to april 28, this year.

the 2019 report by transparency international’s 
(ti) Global Corruption Barometer africa cited tanza-
nia to be among the nations that are excelling in the 
fight against the vice.

according to the report, 71 per cent of the tanzanian 
population thinks their government is doing a good 
job of tackling corruption, with the remaining 23 per 
cent is still in doubt.

since President Magufuli assumed the top seat in 
2015, the nation has been in a concerted war against 
corruption, misconduct of officials who abuse their 
offices and institutions that oppress citizens while in-
fringing their rights.

according to the report, among 35 nations in africa, 
tanzania has taken a lead on how her citizens perceive 
the government’s positive progress in tackling matters 
of corruption, other countries being sierra leone, le-
sotho, nigeria and Ghana.

PCCB drags to court igunga District Hospital nurse for alleged soliciting of  bribes 

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika, Liwale

linDi Region’s assistant Coop-
eratives Registrar edmund Mas-
sawe, has urged cashewnut farmers 
in the region not to lose hope fol-
lowing drop of the crop’s produc-
tion in the last season, and instead 
they take that as an opportunity to 
mobilise themselves anew for the 
coming season.

He also called on them not to 
engage themselves in scapegoat-
ing, they should understand that 
crops’ production is often mired 
with challenges beyond their con-
trol. 

Massawe was speaking at the 
weekend at the liwale Primary Co-
operative Union annual meeting 
after reading of the Union’s report 
for the last season that indicated 
drop in cashew nuts production.

the report was read by the Un-
ion’s Chairman Hassan Mpako 
showing that it expected to col-
lect 3,300 tonnes of the crop in 
2020/21 season, but only 1,700 
tonnes were collected.

“the production drop in the last 
season should be an opportunity 
for farmers to mobilise themselves 
anew and find out where they 
went wrong,” he said.

He said the production drop 
could have been caused by many 
factors, including those within the 
farmers’ capabilities, and added 
that for those needing advice from 
experts, should be referred to 
them.

Liwale cashew 
nuts farmers 
urged not to 
lose hope over 
low production 
last season

Construction of drainage system in progress on the sides of a trunk road in Muleba District, Kagera Region, late last week. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Tanzania Wildlife Management Authority board chairman retired Maj Gen Hamis Semfuko has an audience in Njombe at the weekend with Mpanga 
Kipengere Game Reserve staff, the thrust being on ways to promote wildlife conservation. Photo: Correspondent Grace Mwakalinga
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mvomero

DionGoYa secondary school in 
turiani Division of Mvomero Dis-
trict in Morogoro Region is in need 
of dormitories following three stu-
dents who lost their lives two years 
ago after being washed away by 
water while crossing the Mbulumi 
River.

school headmaster Remmy Mpa-
gama said this yesterday when 
briefing District Commissioner al-
binus Mugonya soon after receiv-
ing various items worth 18.5m/- for 
schools and hospitals from nMB 
Bank.

He said in the 2018 rainy season 
the school lost two children and in 
2020 they lost one child after being 
swept away by water while crossing 
the river, which is close to Digala-
ma village on their way to school.

He also said that two Form two 
students failed to do the exams in 
2020 after failing to cross the flood-
ed river.

according to him, the construc-
tion of dormitories at the school 
will help address challenges facing 
students who live in the villages of 
Digalama and Digoma who walk 
long distances to reach the school. 
“that’s why we’re calling upon ed-
ucation stakeholders to assist the 
school by putting up dormitories, 
which apart from providing secu-

rity to students, will also improve 
education performance,” he said.

He said many of the best per-
forming schools in the district are 
those with dormitories including 
Muscat secondary school hence if 
they get dormitories they will also 
be able to do better.

Commenting on the perfor-
mance at the school, Mpagama said 
the performance has increased 
from 77% in 2019 to 84% in 2020.

He however cited lack of fencing, 
houses for teachers, and shortage 
three classrooms as among chal-
lenges facing the school.

a Form Four shakira Moham-
ed lauded the bank for donating 
chairs and tables, asking the finan-
cial institution to help them with 
dormitories that will help alleviate 
the suffering of their classmates 
who ride long distances to school 
by bicycle. DC Mugonya also com-
mended the bank for supporting 
education development in the dis-
trict, urging other financial institu-
tions to emulate that spirit.

He said the nMB has shown a 
response to various issues in the 
district through their 1 percent of 
their collection every year includ-
ing helping them when they were 
hit by floods in the Mlali Division 
which left residents homeless, and 
now support the school and hospi-
tal facilities.

Diongoya secondary school in need of
dorms, classrooms, teachers’ houses

Helena Amosi, chairperson of Tushirikiane Women Group of Ngulyati village in Bariadi District, pictured yester-
day identifying some of the items they have made with support from the Tanzania Social Action Fund (Tasaf). 
Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu

Government initiates measures to 
increase sunflower oil production
By Correspondent Felix Andrew

tHe Ministry of industry and 
trade through its departments has 
started taking measures aimed at 
increasing production of edible 
sunflower oil in the country.

already the tanzania Bureau of 
standards (tBs), in collaboration 
with Business and Registration li-
cencing agency (BRela) weights 
and Measures agency (wMa) and 
small industries Development or-
ganisation (siDo) have conducted 
a sensitization training on produc-
tion, processing and preserving 
the edible by adhering to stand-
ards and quality packaging.

speaking during the closing of 
the training in Mbeya acting Di-
rector of Quality Control at tBs 
Baraka Mbajije, said that quality 
edible oil should adhere to the ag-
ricultural, processing and health 
procedures.

He said most of the local sun-
flower oil producers have been us-
ing traditional methods which do 
not adhere to quality and safety of 
the edible oil hence affecting the 
health of consumers.

He asked farmers to ensure the 
quality of seeds, good edible oil 
processing and preservation.

For his part the acting Head of 
tBs  southern Highland  Zone 
abel Mwakasonda  asked proces-
sors to follow procedures in certi-
fying quality of their product since 
doing so would enable them to 
secure local and foreign markets  
and protect the health of consum-
ers.

He said that the government rec-
ognizes their contribution in sup-
porting economy of the country.

apart from training, tBs has 
been providing certification ser-
vices for sMes for three years free 
of charge to enable them to grow 

and meet required standards in 
market related issues.

“i urge sMes to use this impor-
tant opportunity which the gov-
ernment has provided so as to in-
crease your income and the nation 
as a whole,” he insisted.

speaking, Marketing officer at 
tBs, Debora Haule said a total of 
972 sunflower stakeholders in irin-
ga, njombe, Mbeya and songwe re-
gions have attended the one week 
training which ended recently.

she said that the training is sus-
tainable and would be conducted 
in all the regions countrywide.

according to her, similar train-
ing have been conducted in Do-
doma, singida, tabora and Kigoma 
regions.

at moment tanzania produces 
not more than 200,000 tonnes of 
edible oil while the actual demand 
stands at between 450,000 to 
600,000 tonnes per annum.

By Guardian Correspondent, Babati

sMall allocation of funds for 
rural road projects received in 
Manyara Region could affect con-
dition of the roads in the region 
that have become menace to 
farmers. 

this is according to Babati 
District taRURa manager, eng 
Muhudi Ramadhani who said only 
773.5m/- was approved for Finan-
cial Year 2020/21.  

He said the money, from the 
Road Fund, is for road repairs.

“Basically, up to February this 
year, taRURa in Babati town re-
ceived 276.6m/- from the Road 
Fund, equivalent to 35.76 per cent 
of the approved budget,” said 
Ramadhani.

He said 14.16 per cent of the 
roads network normally receive 
funds for repairs from the govern-
ment.

 He said due to heavy rains at 
the end of 2019 up to mid-2020 
that caused havoc to road infra-
structures, taRURa asked for 
emergency funds to improve road 
communication between sinai 
and sora. 

 However, he said, the district 
received 215.7m/- for the construc-
tion of a double-cylinder culvert, 
the work which was still going on.

TARURA decries small 
fund allocation for road 
repairs in Manyara Region

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

MaiZe farmers in the country have 
been called upon to practice technol-
ogy farming using modern farming 
equipment and quality seeds to pro-
duce more crops that would increase 
their incomes.

the call was given on Monday this 
week by the agricultural officer from 
seed-Co, semboja elivs at a short 
ceremony to show modern farm-

ing equipment to farmers with large 
farms.

He said modern equipment tech-
nology will cut down a lot of farming 
time of large scale farmers. 

in addition, he said they farmers 
stand to get more income from crops 
using modern farming equipment.

in regard to small farmers, elvis 
said called on them to use measure-
ments including strings and tape 
measurement to increase crops pro-

duction from their farms.
“Many farmers in the country have 

been running behind tractors in the 
farms while cultivating, planting 
seeds as they do so unmindful seeds 
spacing, sometimes even skipping 
areas needed to be planted,” he said.

He further said his firm has pro-
vided training to farmers to cultivate 
a small area to be certain of higher 
crop yields that would increase their 
incomes.

Maize farmers advised to adopt morden farming practices
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Africa needs intelligent approach 
for the diagnosis of crop diseases

S
OuTh Asian countries 
are amongst the larg-
est producers of crops 
with favourable cli-

mate conditions and fertile soil. 
however, traditional agricultural 
mechanisms are in place and in-
adequate. As such effort has been 
put into  to exploit the usage 
of technology. One of the main 
problems being faced by agricul-
ture sector in Africa and other 
developing countries is that crop 
diseases are not diagnosed time-
ly and efficiently. conventional 
methods for disease diagnosis in 
crops lead to less accurate and in-
efficient diagnosis, consequently 
leading to low productivity. 

  An intelligent approach for 
the diagnosis of crop diseases. 
Recently a team of scientists de-
veloped a revolutionary new 
mobile app that uses artificial in-
telligence to accurately diagnose 
crop diseases in the field. 

The team works under the re-
search programme on climate 
change, agriculture and food 
security (cGIAR), Research Pro-
gramme on roots, tubers and ba-
nanas (RTB).

  The system is capable enough 
to communicate to the farmers 
in Africa in their local languages  
and assist them in diagnosing 
diseases in their crops. Agricul-
ture experts in government sec-
tor can get equal benefit from it 
in diagnosis and prevention of 
crops diseases. It takes symptoms 
of the crops as input with a provi-
sion of vague input and generates 
the output in the form of diag-
nosed disease using its inference 

engine.    
cassava like any other food 

crop requires attention if opti-
mum (maximum) yields are to be 
obtained from a unit area. cassa-
va is affected by a number of dis-
eases that prevent farmers from 
getting optimum yields of roots 
from their farms. Some of the dis-
eases are so devastating  (destruc-
tive) that they can give no yield of 
storage roots if not controlled. 

majority of farmers and a large 
number of people in Tanzania be-
lieve cassava is a very hardy crop 
that requires little attention when 
cultivated. A large number of 
people also think that when you 
throw cassava cuttings onto any 
soil in Tanzania you will harvest 
some roots even if no attention is 
given to the plants.

  cassava diseases are caused 
by very tiny living things that 
are so small in size that they 
can not be seen with the naked 
eyes. Living things that are very 
tiny and can not be seen with 
the naked eyes are said to be 
microscopic. These microscopic 
living things causing diseases 
are called pathogens. Patho-
gens that cause diseases in cas-
sava may be viruses, bacteria or 
fungi.

 cassava brown streak disease 
and cassava mosaic disease are 
a threat to the food and income 
security of over 30 million farm-
ers in East and central Africa. 
Likewise, banana is threatened 
by fungal and bacterial diseases 
including the devastating banana 
bunchy top virus, while late blight 
still plagues potato farmers.

Proactive resources management 
essential for skilled human power

IN an era of technological, so-
cial and economic change, skilled 
human power is facing several 
challenges to further develop  the   
key role as provider of high-qual-
ity  data information on econom-
ic, social and environmental phe-
nomena. These include the need 
to meet both current and future 
demands of the users of statistics 
and to develop production pro-
cesses that increase efficiency of 
work and reduce costs.   

Appropriate and skilled human 
resources are essential to ensure 
the production of high quality 
statistics and to implement more 
efficient and effective production 
processes based on new tech-
nologies. Proactive human re-
sources management is essential 
to achieve the  changes  to allow     
meeting  the challenges today 
and in future.

Efforts   have been well under-
going in Tanzania to make the 
content and the organisation of 
education more relevant to the 
diversified needs of the popula-
tion. But, major investments in 
improving the numbers and the 
qualifications of teachers, the 
availability of equipment and stu-
dent achievement have not suffi-
ciently been improved.

Although there has been 
achievements in the increasing 
number of educational infra-
structures, a lot remains to come 
up with improved teaching-learn-
ing processes. If students do not 
acquire significant knowledge 
and skills, the nation will not be 
able to compete within a global 
economy.

It is therefore necessary to shift 
attention to quality concerns 
which translate more directly 
into an improved and a genuine 
learning environment. Of course, 
quality is a crucial challenge at 
higher education level. A higher 
education system demands high‐
quality education and other hu-

man and material resources.
Access to all levels of the edu-

cation system has to increase at 
a rapid rate in line with a sharp 
increases in the number of teach-
ers, schools and institutions in 
the next academic years. how-
ever, the rapid expansion and 
sustainability of higher educa-
tion are currently hot topics. The 
Tanzanian education system had 
displayed a leap in terms of the 
number of students enrolling 
capacity  in higher learning insti-
tutions and in building colleges 
and universities.   With the goal 
of growing further in the next few 
years, there has to be serious im-
plications for the maintenance of 
quality and affordability.

The number of public univer-
sities over the course of the last 
two decades has increased to 
over 34, including private owned 
ones.  hence, the construction 
of the universities is critical in 
achieving targets the country has 
set, and to join ranks with middle 
income countries by 2025.

having such achievements so 
far, the development of higher 
education should be an impor-
tant element in the expansion 
strategy as it can provide a labo-
ratory for innovation and new 
practices and competition that 
could refine standards as well as 
improve access. currently, qual-
ity has also emerged as a deter-
minant issue, in the processes of 
curriculum reform at national 
and institutional levels.

Though government polices 
and regulations vary widely, the 
role of higher education institu-
tions may be seen as a solution 
to quality and creating access 
to limited space and facilities. 
Nowadays, higher education and 
some private institutions have 
begun to develop more expen-
sive study fields, and to conduct 
more researches on system of 
governance in general.

Take directors and managers to task: 
Liquidation is a sideshow in Namibia

By Special Correspondent

ThE elephant is still in the 
room. yet politicians and 
protesters keep shouting at 
the top of their lungs as if the 
liquidation of Air Namibia is 
the main issue.

We can think of no other 
priority to address at Air 
Namibia and all state-owned 
enterprises (SOEs) than the 
lack of accountability by top 
executives and directors. 
Without that, the spirit of Air 
Namibia will be reincarnated 
and its ghost will come back 
to haunt us.

In short, it will be back to 
business as usual.

By accountability (in fact, 
lack thereof ) we are referring 
to willful wrongdoing and 
sheer negligence rather than 
mistakes (even hugely disas-
trous ones) that are accept-
able in the normal course of 
business.

Air Namibia, SmE Bank, 
the Roads contractor com-
pany (Rcc) and the SSc-Avid 
Investment corporation are 
perfect examples.

That Air Namibia has failed 
to make a profit is not the 
punishable issue. What is 
astounding is the fact that 
directors and top managers 
have gotten away with con-
stant mismanagement with-
out being held responsible 
- even where evidence of cor-
ruption was presented.

The latest incident will 
be watched carefully. This 
month, directors committed 
Air Namibia to pay a contro-
versial debt of 9,8 million 
euro (about N$180 million) to 
Belgian company challenge 
Air’s liquidator Anicet Baum.

This is after president hage 
Geingob announced last year 
that Air Namibia would be 

Alas, in hindsight, taking Kapia 
to task was a mere smokescreen. 
The main objective appeared to be 
to eliminate a political opponent in 
the ruling party’s faction fights.

Government leaders, the guard-
ians of state resources, have been 
complicit in the maladministration 
and theft at parastatals.

They have dismally failed in the 
powers they were entrusted with 
- to work in the best interest of Na-
mibian citizens.

Instead, they have rewarded in-
competence and dereliction of duty.

Politicians must address the ac-
countability elephant in the room.

They should not mislead the pub-
lic with the sideshow of liquidation 
and similar band-aid approaches 
to create the impression they are 
cleaning up the governance of state-
owned enterprises.

liquidated. ministers of finance and pub-
lic enterprises reportedly also told Air 
Namibia not to expect any more bailouts 
from tax coffers.

It will be interesting to see whether the 
directors would be pursued for defying 
the shareholders and guarantors, leaving 
Namibian taxpayers to pick up the tab.

Between 2013 and 2015, Air Namibia’s 
workforce nearly doubled from under 
400 to more than 700.

The fortunes of the company wors-
ened as it got even bigger taxpayer bail-
outs. In sharp contrast, the fortunes of 
the directors and managers at the time 
improved: They got paid more or were 
dispatched with golden handshakes.

Similarly at SmE Bank, directors al-
lowed taxpayer funds to be looted.

Together with the Bank of Namibia, 
the directors condoned the failure by 
SmE Bank’s managers to submit finan-
cials for three years.

That negligence has proven costly, 

with more than N$200 million stolen 
through money-laundering charges all 
but to be confirmed in court.

Taxpayers face losses of about N$1 bil-
lion.

At the Rcc, several managers shame-
lessly went into the road construction 
business to compete with their eight-to-
five weekday employer (the Rcc itself ).

In all these cases the incidents were 
publicly exposed. The shareholder rep-
resentatives and guarantors of bailouts 
cannot feign ignorance.

The Social Security commission (SSc) 
is the only case where some sort of ac-
countability seems to have occurred.

Paulus Kapia, a firebrand Swapo youth 
leader, and his fellow directors were 
hauled before the courts for failing in 
their duties as directors of Avid Invest-
ment corporation, which fleeced the 
SSc of N$30 million.

Sadly, SSc directors and managers got 
off scot-free.

 By Special Correspondent

ThE current situation in Ethio-
pia   has dual facets. The first one is 
a harbinger to the rosy future that 
awaits the country, while the sec-
ond one is a specter that augurs ill 
of future days when it comes to the 
furtherance of unity. Analysing the 
two is expected from all.

If the change drive underway 
is invigorated after the obstacles 
erected on the avenue of unity by 
dissidents are averted, a ray of op-
timism will flicker on the country’s 
sky. however, as scenarios to the 
reverse are not barred we must not 
fall prey to complacence.

The intricate situation the coun-
try is in is ascribable to the wrong-
headed policies of dissension the 
unreformed government that was 
in power for close to three decades 
applied. Instead of amplifying the 
nation, Nationalities and peoples 
unity, it was sowing a seed of dis-
cord among them. In so doing, it has 
made them to brush aside the main 
national agenda.

Accordingly, projecting the fa-
çade of a patron it had optimized 
its multifaceted benefit .Watering 
this antipathy for one another to 
pull down roots, it was prolonging 
and solidifying its power. Painting 
a bizarre picture in its mind, it had 
concluded that post-unreformed 

EPRDF Ethiopia will be on the brink 
of collapse.

Though the last nail on the Junta’s 
coffin is being hit prudential meas-
ures are necessary as vestiges of the 
seed of discord sown could have a 
potential to germinate.

The current conflicts, atrocities, 
displacements, pillages and con-
flagrations, here and there, whose 
cause is shrouded in mystery, sub-
stantiate the case in point. It shows 
the heinous have not yet relin-
quished their diabolic dreams.

This Ethiopian year is a historic 
juncture when major events take 
place in this nation. For instance, 
the 6th National election is due to 
be conducted in an unprecedented 

manner.
In a decisive manner the GERD 

will be made to hold 13 billion cubic 
meters.

On the other end of the scale cOV-
ID-19 is still a threat to our country 
as citizens are letting up their guard. 
The laxity begs for a remedial solu-
tion.

Also people’s displacement that 
has not got enduring solutions as 
well as the upswing in the number 
of aid-recipients in Tigray, which 
suffered more the brunt of the 
Junta, are the formidable debacles. 
cautiously and gradually circum-
venting these logjams by peddlers 
of conflicts, we have to translate our 
salient objective into action.

  Zeroing in on common  goals down the road
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By  Julia Janicki  and  Simon Scarr

S
cientists have long suspected that the rate 
of new infectious diseases could accelerate, es-
pecially in developing countries where human 
and animal interaction is increasing.

changes in the environment are driving displaced 
species of animals into new habitats, allowing them to 
mix with other species or potential hosts.

those shifts, combined with greater human interac-
tion with animals as people move deeper into forests, 
increases the chances of a virulent virus jumping spe-
cies.

this kind of spillover, when a pathogen in one spe-
cies could start circulating in another and potentially 
create a new disease – is what appears to have hap-
pened in china with the virus that causes cOViD-19. 
Like many infectious viruses introduced this way, the 
outbreak started with bats.

Zoonotic diseases, those caused by pathogens that 
spread between animals and people, can be prob-
lematic because the human immune system has not 
evolved to fight against this type of invasion.

the reservoir host species often displays no symp-
toms despite carrying the pathogen, as the hosts and 
germs are often well-adapted to each other. However, 
when these pathogens - viruses, bacteria or other dis-
ease-causing microorganisms - jump from animals to 
humans, the effects can be devastating.

Bats were again thrust into the spotlight as they 
were thought to be the original host of the sars-coV-2 
virus that causes cOViD-19. Molecular studies have 
demonstrated that bats are natural reservoirs to many 
other viruses, some of which have already led to dis-
ease outbreaks.

Many deadly viruses in the past have originated 
from bats including the deadly ebola outbreaks in 
Western africa. nipah, also carried by bats, has already 
caused human outbreaks across south and south east 
asia and has “serious epidemic potential”, according 
to global health and infectious disease specialists.

the coronavirus family of viruses also includes 
diseases such as severe acute respiratory syndrome 
(sars) and Middle east respiratory syndrome (Mers). 
scientists have discovered that sars and Mers were 
caused by viruses that originated in bats, with other 
animals serving as intermediate hosts.

Why bats?
Bats are a group of flying mammals, with more than 

1,300 species in 20 families, according to iucn. they 
make up approximately 20% of all mammal species 
and are found all over the world except for the arctic, 
the antarctic and a few oceanic islands.

Bats first appear in the fossil record roughly 50 mil-
lion years ago and represent the third group of flying 

Why bats make such ideal hosts for viruses causing diseases
spans for their body size, which can make it easier for 
viruses to persist as chronic infections are more com-
mon.

sympatry & hibernation
When bat species with large ranges migrate or use 

seasonal roosting sites for hibernation, this increases 
potential exposure to pathogens. Moreover, members 
of some bat species live together in large communities 
with close-quarter colonies in locations such as caves.

Flight
Bats are the only mammals capable of powered 

flight. there is a high energy and metabolic demand 
for flight, leading to elevated body temperatures in 
bats which is similar to the effects of human fever that 
occurs during immune response. this means some vi-
ruses they carry have adapted to be more tolerant to 
higher temperatures, potentially bad news for other 
animals if infected.

Why bats are important
Bats provide many beneficial ecosystem services. 

some bats play important roles such as plant pollina-
tion and seed dispersal. Bats can pollinate more than 
500 species of plants including avocados, bananas, 
dates and mangoes.

in southeast asia, durian, a highly valued crop, can 
be effectively pollinated only by the Dawn Bat. in this 
sense, bats are important economically for people. 
some bats can also play critical roles in spreading 
seeds and regrowing forests.

the insect-eating bats also serve as natural biologi-
cal controls of insects, consuming millions of them at 
night, including some major crop pests.

Conservation
More than 200 bat species (~15%) in 60 countries are 

considered threatened with extinction and more than 
20 are critically endangered. in addition, eight bat spe-
cies have been documented as having gone extinct in 
the recent past. Bat population decline is not a regional 
issue but rather a global one.

there are nearly 250 bat species classified as Data 
Deficient (~19%), a relatively high proportion when 
compared to other mammals in general (~13%) or birds 
(~1%), showing that for many bat species not enough is 
known to even assess their status.

threats such as habitat loss, climate change and the 
wildlife trade are global phenomena leading to mass 
biodiversity loss. for example, tens of thousands of fly-
ing foxes in australia and south asia have died because 
of extreme heat waves.

Bats are also exploited for food or traditional medi-
cine, as around 170 of bat species have been recorded 
to be hunted. Given their larger size, Old World fruit 
bats are disproportionately affected by hunting, with 
roughly half of the species in that family hunted.

                  Agencies

vertebrates in earth’s history, after the flying reptiles called pterosaurs 
and birds. the only other group coming close to harbouring as many vi-
ruses are rodents, the most diverse group of mammals. there are approxi-
mately 2,300 species of rodents in 33 families, making up about 40% of all 
mammals. rodents are believed to harbour more viruses as a group but 
bats harbour more viruses per species.

the diversity of both groups has been seen by scientists as a possible 
mechanism for driving virus diversity, as the greater number of species 
can create more potential niches for viruses.

some bats roost in forests while others in caves. Most bats eat insects 
such as beetles, moths and mosquitoes. some bats eat fruit, nectar, seeds 
and pollen from flowers while others eat small animals such as birds, fish, 
frogs and lizards. a small number of bats consume blood.

the smallest bats are the Kitti’s hog-nosed bat at about 3cm (1.2 inch-
es) and the biggest, known as a flying fox, can grow to around 45cm (18 

BEIJING

F
iVe years ago, at the 70th anniversary of the 
foundation of the united nations, world lead-
ers adopted the ambitious agenda 2030 for 
sustainable Development. the agenda was to 

be accomplished through the achievement of 17 sus-
tainable Development Goals by 2030: eradicating pov-
erty, ending hunger, addressing climate change – just 
to name a few. 

the cOViD-19 pandemic in 2020 suddenly disrupt-
ed advancement toward meeting this goal, in many 
cases rolling back years of progress. the World Bank, 
for example, estimated that cOViD-19 has pushed an 
additional 88 to 115 million people into extreme pov-
erty last year, bringing back the total number of poor 
in the world to the level of 2014-2015.

according to the state of food security and nutri-
tion in the World 2020 report, the pandemic may have 
added between 83 and 132 million people to the total 
number of undernourished in the world in 2020. it is 
as if cOViD-19 had suddenly brought the world back to 
2005, eroding in a few months 15 years of progress in 
food security.

the measures implemented to contain the cOViD-19 
spread (i.e. lockdown and movement restrictions) af-
fected the entire food systems, disrupting production, 
processing, marketing and distribution. rural commu-
nities and smallholder farmers– particularly in devel-
oping countries – were the most affected by the imple-
mentation of such measures; their livelihoods primarily 
depend on agricultural production and sales.

considering that smallholder farmers produce over 
70% of the world’s food needs, the impact of cOViD-19 
on smallholder farmers may possibly have severe re-
percussions on global food security eventually. it is thus 
our joint interest (beside our joint responsibility) to 
support developing countries – and, within developing 
countries, rural communities and smallholder farmers 
– to recover from the pandemic.

international development cooperation is an im-
portant channel for the global community to support 
developing countries. Within this framework, south-
south cooperation – that is to say cooperation among 
developing countries (‘the Global south’), has increas-
ingly emerged as a form of international cooperation 
that complements the traditional north-south coop-
eration. south-south cooperation enables developing 
countries to share with each other knowledge, practical 
experience, development solutions and investment op-
portunities.

south-south cooperation is a particularly suitable 
cooperation modality for developing countries, as 
many developing countries share similar develop-

What role can South-South Cooperation play in post-COVID-19 recovery?

ment pathways, and many experi-
ences, solutions or innovations can 
be relevant or more easily adopted 
in similar contexts.

What role can south-south co-
operation play in supporting de-
veloping countries in their post 
cOViD-19 recovery? an interesting 
example is offered by the south-
south cooperation facility man-
aged by the international fund for 
agricultural Development (ifaD), 
a un multilateral development or-
ganization whose mission is to pro-
mote inclusive rural development 
in developing countries.

the south-south cooperation 
facility at ifaD was established 
three years ago with a contribution 
of us$ 10 million from china to mo-
bilize expertise, knowledge, and re-
sources from the Global south to 
reduce poverty and enhance the 
livelihoods of poor people in rural 
areas.

the facility finances competi-

tively-selected proposals submit-
ted in response to periodic call for 
proposals. since the establishment 
of the facility, 15 proposals for a 
total amount of about us$ 7 mil-
lion have been approved and are 
currently under implementation. 
the proposals promoted coopera-
tion between countries in different 
regions and covered a broad range 
of themes, from value chain initia-
tives among farmer groups and en-
terprises in cambodia, china, Laos 
and Vietnam, to the transfer of sus-
tainable aquaculture technologies 
in Ghana and nigeria – just to name 
a few.

the third call for proposals for 
the facility was launched precisely 
at the time of the cOViD-19 out-
break. Given the magnitude of the 
challenge presented by the pan-
demic, it was decided that the fa-
cility would be used to contribute 
to the global response to cOViD-19. 
the remaining funds of the facility 

were therefore designated to facili-
tate the exchange of approaches, 
solutions, innovations that could 
be of value for developing coun-
tries to build more resilient socie-
ties, and recover from the impacts 
of the pandemic.

considering one of the major 
impact of cOViD-19 was the disrup-
tion of food systems, the facility 
intended to specifically support ru-
ral communities and smallholder 
farmers to cope with situations of 
disrupted access to agricultural 
inputs or labour, or disrupted mar-
kets. 

the facility will support activi-
ties aimed at diversifying income-
generating opportunities, thus 
reducing the dependence on ag-
riculture as main source of live-
lihoods, or facilitating access to 
markets – including through the 
adoption of innovative digital so-
lutions. the proposals submitted 
in response to the third call for 

proposals are currently being ap-
praised, and will be selected soon.

effectively coping with the im-
pact of the pandemic will require 
even greater international coop-
eration. as a complement to tra-
ditional north-south cooperation, 
south-south cooperation is argu-
ably more important today than 
ever. Knowledge about solutions 
to cOViD-induced problems, such 
as food system disruptions, are as 
important as financial support.

across the world, every coun-
try has unique experiences of the 
direct and indirect impact of the 
pandemic, and the experiences of 
developing countries are different 
from those of the Global north, and 
may be more suitable to other de-
veloping countries. Only by learn-
ing from these experiences can 
effective solutions be found, and 
the international community suc-
cessfully deliver the agenda 2030.

   IPS

inches).
studies have shown that bats are 

unique when it comes to hosting 
zoonotic viruses even when com-
pared to rodents, as bats host more 
zoonotic viruses per species than 
rodents do. Here are some factors 
that could potentially aid this.

Longevity
apart from diversity, other traits 

that make bats suitable as virus 
hosts include their size and longev-
ity.

Bats have relatively long life 
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BANGKOK

M
yanmar activists have called on the inter-
national community for help as security 
forces loyal to the military continue their 
draconian sweep against the civil disobedi-

ence campaign that has brought the country to a stand-
still since the feb. 1 coup. the pleas come as analysts, 
commentators and diplomats who know myanmar fear 
that more bloodshed is almost inevitable.

this comes in the wake of the bloodiest day of protests 
on feb. 28 after police and security forces fired live am-
munition into crowds of protestors in yangon, Dawei, 
mandalay, myeik, Bago and Pokokku.

according the united nations human rights office, 18 
people were killed and over 30 wounded. Local rights’ 
groups, however, believe the figure is much higher.

several eye-witnesses have told IPs that police are 
invading houses, breaking down fences, doors and win-
dows – whatever stands in their way – to conduct search-
es and carry out indiscriminate arrests without a war-
rant. soon after the feb. 1 coup, military leaders changed 
the law to allow unrestricted search and arrest, as well as 
indefinite detention.

“It’s a total war zone,” Walter Khun, a myanmar citizen 
and founding partner with financial advisors based in 
yangon, told IPs. “Our associates throughout the country 
are reporting the same: junta troops terrorising civilians.”

Blistering military crackdown
Over the past two days there have been scores of re-

ports of police systematically looting shops and homes, 
stealing food from markets and commandeering posses-
sions from private homes. 

“they’re turning the country into a massive battle-
field,” Zaw naing, a local myanmar businessman, told 
IPs. His statement was echoed by many other sources 
with whom IPs spoke.

Increased troops and police are being deployed across 
myanmar, with convoys of soldiers and sailors being sent 
in as reinforcements to the strategic towns of mandalay, 
mawlamyine, monywar, taunggyi and Dawei.

ruthless police charges with rifles have been filmed 
and posted on facebook. In Kalaymyo – in the sagaing 
region north of mandalay – citizens managed to push 
advancing police with riot shields and a water cannon 
back. skirmishes have also be reported in mandalay and 
elsewhere.

today, mar. 2, the sound of gunfire was heard irregu-
larly throughout the city of yangon. eye-witnesses were 
unable to distinguish whether it was live ammunition or 
rubber bullets.

In sanchuang, in the northern-central part of the city, 
security forces conducted training exercises on the foot-

Myanmar: Protesters plea for international help as analysts fear full military might
lysts expect the army to deploy its full military might 
against the protests before then.

the military have been progressively ratcheting 
up their response – highlighted by sunday’s tragic 
events.

Protests will continue
sa sa vowed the protests would continue despite 

the security forces crackdown.
“We must continue to remind the army that we are 

not giving up, we are not going away, and we will con-
tinue to frustrate their efforts to run the country at 
every turn,” said sa sa.

the protest movement is having a dire effect on the 
junta’s ability to rule. Banks are closed, government 
offices empty and the country’s fuel supplies are 
running dangerously low. Hospitals, universities and 
schools are mostly closed, and most factories have 
also been idle for the last four months.

Myanmar is virtually at a standstill.    
But sa sa insisted the protests must remain non-vi-

olent. “We are a non-violent movement, our weapons 
are our voice, our mobile phones and social media,” 
sa sa said. “It’s the army that are committing crimes.

“these are the ones who facing real criminal charg-
es and international justice at the Hague [at the In-
ternational Court of Justice], they are the ones who 
should be in prison … not our leaders [referring to 
suu Kyi and other nLD leaders] … they must be made 
accountable for their crimes.”

suu Kyi appeared in court on feb. 16 on charges of 
violating import restrictions after walkie-talkies and 
other foreign equipment were found in her villa com-
pound. she and other senior leaders, as well as hu-
man rights activists have been detained under house 
arrest since the coup.

Protests about more than release of Suu Kyi
On the surface the protests seem to be leaderless 

and an expression of aspirations of the young – most 
of the protestors are under the age of 30.

But the civil disobedience movement encompass-
es more than the street campaigners.

While the movement is largely galvanised around 
releasing suu Kyi, and a call for the military to abide 
by the election results of the november polls that saw 
suu Kyi’s nLD convincingly win the majority vote, the 
campaign is much broader.

myanmar’s civil servants — the doctors, nurses and 
health workers who initiated the civil disobedience 
campaign four weeks ago — are still on strike despite 
the junta’s threats and intimidation, according to a 
young doctor heavily involved in the movement in 
mandalay.    IPS

paths with snipers lying on the ground and taking aim 
with their rifles. Videos of the incident flooded facebook 
and other social media outlets. 

security forces have also erected barricades and block-
ades at strategic roads and thoroughfares to prevent the 
protestors fleeing from one part of the city to another. as 
of today, mar. 2, authorities have ordered all of yangon’s 
major shopping centres, including Junction square, Capi-
tal retail myanmar and myanmar Plaza to close indefi-
nitely.

many big supermarkets are also closed. some believe 
this is part of the security forces control and dispersal 
strategy to prevent protestors taking refuge inside shop-
ping complexes when the police charge.

Condemnation not enough – please for international 
intervention

While international condemnation has been swift and 
strong, the protestors are demanding international inter-
vention.

“Protestors are being shot. We are very angry, we are 
very upset,” ma myint, a 30-year-old young communica-
tions graduate from north of yangon, told IPs. “How many 
dead bodies does the un need to act?” she asked after sun-
day’s deaths.

reuters reported that today, mar. 2, that the association 
of southeast asian nations held discussions with the mili-
tary, urging them to release civilian leader aung san suu 
Kyi and leaders from her national League for Democracy 

(nLD).
“the un is watching, the us is watching, the whole world 

is watching but when will they act? We need international 
intervention based on the ‘right to protect,’” young profes-
sional, thiri Kyaw nyo, told IPs. “the must act otherwise 
there will be more bloodshed in the coming weeks.”

Dr sa sa, myanmar’s special envoy to the un – who 
represents the elected mPs — called on the international 
community to bring the authorities to justice for “crimes 
against humanity”.

“It’s time for the international community to act to pro-
tect our innocent, defenceless people who dare to stand 
up to these thugs who now controlling our country,” Dr sa 
sa told IPs in an extensive interview.    

Fears that more bloodshed is inevitable.
analysts, commentators and diplomats fear that more 

bloodshed is almost inevitable.
according to military sources the security forces stand-

ing orders and rules of engagement are to respond if at-
tacked and the use of lethal force is permitted. 

regional military analysts believe the security forces 
have been relatively restrained compared to their past 
practices, including the crushing of the 1988 democratic 
uprising. the fear is the closer it gets to mar. 27, armed 
forces Day – the anniversary celebrations for the military 
— the more they will not tolerate the continued civil diso-
bedience campaign and protests in the street. some ana-

COPENHAGEN 

I
n the tenth century, erik the red, a Viking from 
Iceland, was so impressed with the vegetation 
on another arctic island he had found he called 
it “the green land.” today, it’s Greenland’s rocks 

that are attracting outsiders - superpowers riding a 
green revolution. 

the world’s biggest island has huge resources of 
metals known as ‘rare earths,’ used to create compact, 
super-strong magnets which help power equipment 
such as wind turbines, electric vehicles, combat air-
craft and weapons systems.

the metals are abundant globally, but processing 
them is difficult and dirty - so much so that the united 
states, which used to dominate production, surren-
dered that position to China about 20 years ago.

as Greenland’s ice sheet and glaciers recede, two 
australia-based mining companies - one seeking fund-
ing in the united states, the other part-owned by a 
Chinese state-backed firm - are racing for approval to 
dig into what the u.s. Geological survey (usGs) calls 
the world’s biggest undeveloped deposits of rare earth 
metals.

the contest underscores the polluting side of clean 
energy, as well as how hard it is for the West to break 
free of China in production of a vital resource. rare 
earth metals have many uses, and last year China pro-
duced about 90% of them, according to toronto-based 
consultancy adamas Intelligence. 

as u.s.-China tensions mount, President Joe Biden’s 
administration said last month it will review key u.s. 
supplies, including rare earths, to ensure other coun-
tries cannot weaponise them against the united states.

each Greenland mine would cost about $500 mil-
lion to develop, the companies say. Both plan to send 
mined material away for final processing, an activity 
that is heavily concentrated in China. 

the only rare earth mine now operating in the 
united states – mountain Pass in California – is partly 
owned by a Chinese state-backed company that cur-
rently sends material mined in the u.s. to China for 
processing.

the Greenland sites are less than 16 km (10 miles) 
from each other at the southern tip of the island, near a 
unesCO World Heritage site. Debate on them has trig-
gered a political crisis in the capital of nuuk, forcing a 
general election on the island of 56,000, due in april. 
many Greenlanders, while concerned about pollution, 
feel mining is key to develop their fragile economy. In 
a 2013 poll, just over half said they want raw materials 
to become the country’s main source of income.

the country may ultimately back either project, 
both, or neither, but for those Greenlanders open to 
mining, the two proposals boil down to a choice be-
tween one mine that would not produce radioactive 
material, and another that would.

Mining magnets: Arctic island finds green power can be a curse
foreign economic cooperation in 
accordance with market principles 
and international rules.”

the u.s. state Department said: 
“We encourage our allies and part-
ners to carefully review any invest-
ments... that could give China access 
to critical infrastructure in ways 
that compromise their security or 
allow China to exert undue, adverse 
influence over their domestic econ-
omies.”

Denmark, which handles foreign 
affairs and defence for Greenland, 
has in the past headed off Chinese 
involvement in infrastructure pro-
jects, which government sources 
say was because of security con-
cerns. foreign minister Jeppe Ko-
fod declined to comment on the 
security implications of China’s in-
volvement. But he told reuters that 
Copenhagen’s close ties with the 
united states “should not be seen 
as an obstacle to commercial invest-
ments in Greenland.”

China is a member of the Inter-
national atomic energy agency, so 
it can import uranium from Green-
land. But since the fuel is used in 
nuclear weapons, that would be 
sensitive. Copenhagen, which has 
the final say, declined to comment.

TRUMP’S OFFER
trump’s offer for Greenland 

aimed to help address Chinese 
dominance of rare earth supplies. 
those involved say he was partly fol-
lowing up on talks between u.s. offi-
cials and a privately held company 
called tanbreez mining Greenland 
a/s. tanbreez is the owner of the 
first Greenland site - Kringlerne, or 
Killavaat alannguat in Greenlandic.

the company’s owner, austral-
ian geologist Greg Barnes, told reu-
ters he had met u.s. officials weeks 
before trump made the offer, and 
the company website shows Barnes 
with them and the former u.s. am-
bassador to Denmark on a site visit. 
the usGs confirmed its officials 
had visited the site in 2019; Wash-
ington and a representative for the 
former president declined to com-
ment.

the first mine, a private initiative from an 
australian geologist who has presented it to 
u.s. officials, would not involve nuclear ma-
terial. It has won preliminary environmental 
approval, but it needs cash and a processing 
plan.

the second one has already spent more 
than $100 million preparing to mine, has 
proven processing technology through its 
Chinese partner, and won initial political sup-
port from Greenland’s coalition government. 
But its plans include exporting uranium, a 
nuclear fuel, and it recently ran into strong 
opposition, including from residents of the 
nearby town of narsaq.

“as indigenous people we have lived in har-
mony with nature for many, many years,” said 
mariane Paviasen, an opposition lawmaker 
who lives in the town. “We use these lands to 
hunt and fish.” 

Greenland, a self-governing territory of the 
Kingdom of Denmark, has a gross domestic 
product of around $3 billion - similar to an-
dorra and Burundi. With its people living 
mostly on fishing and grants from Copenha-
gen, its government is keen to attract foreign 
investments.

It does not have an estimate for royalties 
from the first project, but expects around 

1.5 billion Danish crowns ($245 million) each 
year from the Chinese-linked one - equivalent 
to roughly 15% of public spending.

Greenland’s government did not respond 
to requests for comment for this story. act-
ing minister of resources Vittus Qujaukitsoq 
said last month that if Greenlanders suddenly 
decide they don’t want the second project, 
“we’ll make a fool of investors. the credibility 
of the whole country is at stake.”

STRATEGIC RESOURCES
Greenland’s rare earth metals are also a 

chance for america and europe to regain 
control of a strategic resource.

the island’s potential as a source of the raw 
materials needed for renewable energy tech-
nologies gained momentum in 2010, when 
China threatened to cut off its supply of rare 
earth metals to Japan, and tightened quotas 
to international buyers.

Prices for some of the metals have jumped 
in recent months, driven by surging demand 
for electric vehicles as well as concerns that 
Beijing may restrict sales.

Greenland’s position near the eastern flank 
of the united states makes it a sensitive loca-
tion. former u.s. President Donald trump 
offered to buy the island in 2019, and he was 

not the first u.s. president to do so: 
In 1946 Harry s. truman offered 
Denmark $100 million for it. a de-
fence treaty between Denmark and 
the united states dating back to 
1951 gives the u.s. military almost 
unlimited rights there, and Green-
land houses the northernmost u.s. 
military base.

friedbert Pflüger, a senior fel-
low at the atlantic Council think 
tank, says the revenues gener-
ated by a major mine could give 
its owner leverage over policies in 
Greenland, and a strong Chinese 
presence there may pose strategic 
threats.

“the very presence of Chinese 
companies in Greenland could be 
used as justification for China to 
intervene,” said Pflüger, a former 
German politician and ex-deputy 
defence minister. 

China’s foreign ministry said in a 
statement that such comments po-
liticise economic and trade issues 
through “groundless speculation,” 
adding “China has always support-
ed Chinese companies to carry out 

Aerial view of the town of Narsaq in southern Greenland, located 5 km (3.106 miles) from the site of a rare earths mine planned by 
Australian-listed company Greenland Minerals, which some residents have opposed over environmental concerns, in this undated 
September 2020 handout photo. Greenland Minerals .

Protests against military coup in Kayin State, Myanmar on Feb. 9. 
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in  an industrial neighborhood on the outskirts of Bangladesh’s larg-
est city lies a factory with gleaming new equipment imported from Ger-
many, its immaculate hallways lined with hermetically sealed rooms. it 
is operating at just a quarter of its capacity.

it is one of three factories that The associated Press found on three 
continents whose owners say they could start producing hundreds 
of millions of COViD-19 vaccines on short notice if only they had the 
blueprints and technical know-how. But that knowledge belongs to the 
large pharmaceutical companies who produce the first three vaccines 
authorized by countries including Britain, the european Union and the 
U.s. — Pfizer, Moderna and astraZeneca. The factories are all still await-
ing responses.

across africa and southeast asia, governments and aid groups, as 
well as the world Health Organization, are calling on pharmaceutical 
companies to share their patent information more broadly to meet a 
yawning global shortfall in a pandemic that already has claimed over 
2.5 million lives. Pharmaceutical companies that took taxpayer mon-
ey from the U.s. or europe to develop inoculations at unprecedented 
speed say they are negotiating contracts and exclusive licensing deals 
with producers on a case-by-case basis because they need to protect 
their intellectual property and ensure safety.

Critics say this piecemeal approach is just too slow at a time of urgent 
need to stop the virus before it mutates into even deadlier forms. wHO 
called for vaccine manufacturers to share their know-how to “dramati-
cally increase the global supply.”

“if that can be done, then immediately overnight every continent will 
have dozens of companies who would be able to produce these vac-
cines,” said abdul Muktadir, whose incepta plant in Bangladesh already 
makes vaccines against hepatitis, flu, meningitis, rabies, tetanus and 
measles.

all over the world, the supply of coronavirus vaccines is falling far 
short of demand, and the limited amount available is going to rich coun-
tries. nearly 80% of the vaccines so far have been administered in just 
10 countries, according to wHO. More than 210 countries and territories 
with a collective population of 2.5 billion hadn’t received a single shot 
as of last week.

The deal-by-deal approach also means that some poorer countries 
end up paying more for the same vaccine than richer countries. south 
africa, Mexico, Brazil and Uganda all pay different amounts per dose for 
the astraZeneca vaccine — more than governments in the european Un-
ion, according to studies and publicly available documents. astraZen-
eca said the price of the vaccine will differ depending on factors such 
as production costs, where the shots are made and how much countries 
order.

“what we see today is a stampede, a survival of the fittest approach, 
where those with the deepest pockets, with the sharpest elbows are 
grabbing what is there and leaving others to die,” said winnie Byanyi-
ma, executive director of UnaiDs.

in south africa, home to the world’s most worrisome COViD-19 vari-
ant, the Biovac factory has said for weeks that it’s in negotiations with 

Countries call on drug companies
to share Covid vaccine know-how

By Thuletho Zwane

DROUGHTs are the most deadly and 
costly natural disasters in southern africa. 
They affect most people and cause the most 
deaths in the region.

Research shows that the southern africa 
Development Community (saDC) coun-
tries are vulnerable to droughts and other 
extreme natural and human-induced haz-
ards. These hazards and risks affect devel-
opment and remain a concern for socio-
economic and sustainable development.

The world Bank, with support from the 
Cooperation in international waters in af-
rica (Ciwa) together launched the south-
ern african Drought Resilience initiative 
(saDRi) last week. 

saDRi is an initiative that aims to provide 
tools that countries could use to better im-
plement and coordinate drought resilience 
strategies within and across borders and 
sectors. The initiative aims to foster inte-
grated drought risk management across 
the energy-water-food environment and 
help lay foundations for greater resilience 
in southern african countries to the multi-
sectoral influence of drought.

speaking at the launch, world Bank sen-

ior water Resources Management specialist 
anna Cestari said saDC economies are very 
vulnerable to climate change and drought. 
Cestari said these economies are mostly 
highly dependent on natural resources and 
droughts cause ecosystems degradation 
and food insecurity.

Research shows that the southern africa 
Development Community (saDC) coun-
tries are vulnerable to droughts and other 
extreme natural and human-induced haz-
ards “Droughts are felt across borders. Me-
teorological, hydrological and agricultural 
droughts affect landscapes beyond national 
borders. impacts are felt across the econo-
my. Cities run out of water, power genera-
tion declines and rural livelihoods collapse, 
causing widespread food insecurity,” said 
Cestari.

saDRi’s main objectives are to generate 
tools and dialogue for enhancing partner-
ships and capacity across saDC member 
states and to inform future national and 
regional investments in drought related 
activities. This project targets the 16 saDC 
member states and will be implemented 
from september 2020 to October 2022.

world Bank Practice Manager and lead at 
the world Bank’s water engagement in the 

saDC region, Maria sotomayor, said saDRi 
will contribute to change by supporting 
countries, cities and regional bodies to take 
an integrated approach to drought risk 
management that is proactive and coordi-
nated.

“Our vision is a drought resilient saDC re-
gion in which governments, institutions and 
households are able to withstand climate 
change and associated economic shocks 
befitting all citizens,” said sotomayor.

sotomayor opened the saDRi launch 
welcoming saDRi member countries, the 
secretariat and partners. 

she said the drought challenge requires 
a response that is regional and integrated 
across sectors.

 “we need to collectively engage in how 
partners can jointly realise a vision for 
drought resilience in the region, as sup-
ported by the saDRi mission, and doing 
so through identifying opportunities and 
challenges for collaboration. we also need 
to co-develop a participation plan and next 
steps,” said sotomayor.

Research shows that urban droughts 
produce an imbalance of the water supply 
and water demand. This situation is exacer-
bated in water scarce cities. Droughts also 

cause food insecurity and famines, killing 
humans and decimating livestock. 

it is proven that drought can lead to dis-
placement and expansion of crop land, in-
creasing competition with host communi-
ties and ecosystems. an increase in water 
demand and a decline in water reservoir 
levels impacts hydropower production 
and the economy. senior Climate Change 
specialist at the world Bank nathan engle 
spoke of the approach that saDRi will fol-
low. engle said saDRi will use the integrat-
ed drought risk management as a guiding 
framework.

“The three key elements will include 
drought monitoring and early warning 
systems, drought vulnerability and risk as-
sessment, as well as drought preparedness, 
mitigation and response,” said engle.

The world Bank, with support from the 
Cooperation in international waters in af-
rica (Ciwa) together launched the south-
ern african Drought Resilience initiative 
(saDRi) last week

He said saDRi will build the analytical 
and institutional foundations to catalyse 
national and regional investment in inte-
grated drought resilience. adding that the 
drought challenge therefore required a 

response that is regional and integrated 
across sectors. Country representative for 
the international water management insti-
tute’s regional office in southern africa, Dr 
inga Jacobs-Mata, facilitated the discussions 
at the launch. Jacobs-Mata said establishing 
a drought monitoring and early warning 
system is often considered the foundational 
pillar for integrated drought risk manage-
ment.

Jacobs-Mata said the key messages in-
cluded the need for inter-institutional and 
inter-sectoral coordination, the strength-
ening of country capacity in vulnerability 
and impact assessments as well as drought 
monitoring, and the need to strengthen pol-
icy and institutional frameworks.

Jacobs-Mata said partners and saDC 
member countries should think about what 
activities saDRi should prioritise.

“These include whether the world Bank 
and Ciwa should work with saDC mem-
ber states and the secretariat to scale up 
an operational drought monitor and early 
warning system for the region, internation-
al organisation coordination or to develop 
clear priorities for regional and country in-
vestments to boost drought resilience,” said 
Jacobs-Mata.

World Bank launches drought-resilience initiative in support of SADC countries

an unnamed manufacturer with 
no contract to show for it. and 
in Denmark, the Bavarian nordic 
factory has capacity to spare and 
the ability to make more than 200 
million doses but is also waiting 
for word from the producer of a 
licensed coronavirus vaccine.

Governments and health ex-
perts offer two potential solutions 
to the vaccine shortage: One, sup-
ported by wHO, is a patent pool 
modeled after a platform set up 
for HiV, tuberculosis and hepatitis 
treatments for voluntary sharing 
of technology, intellectual proper-
ty and data. But not a single com-
pany has offered to share its data 
or transfer the necessary technol-
ogy.

The other, a proposal to sus-
pend intellectual property rights 
during the pandemic, has been 
blocked in the world Trade Or-
ganization by the United states 
and europe, home to the compa-
nies responsible for creating the 
coronavirus vaccines. That drive 
has the support of at least 119 
countries among the wTO’s 164 
member states, and the african 
Union, but is adamantly opposed 

by vaccine makers.
Pharmaceutical companies say 

instead of lifting iP restrictions, 
rich countries should simply give 
more of the vaccines they have 
to poorer countries through CO-
VaX, the public-private initiative 
wHO helped create for equitable 
vaccine distribution. The organi-
zation and its partners delivered 
its first doses last week — in very 
limited quantities.

But rich countries are not will-
ing to give up what they have. Ur-
sula Von der leyen, head of the 
european Commission, has used 
the phrase “global common good” 
to describe the vaccines. even 
still, the european Union imposed 
export controls on vaccines, giv-
ing countries the power to stop 
shots from leaving their borders 
in some cases.

in comments Monday on her 
first day as director-general of 
the wTO, nigeria’s ngozi Okonjo-
iweala said the time had come to 
shift attention to the vaccination 
needs of the world’s poor.

“we must focus on working with 
companies to open up and license 
more viable manufacturing sites 

now in emerging markets and de-
veloping countries,” she said, ac-
cording to notes from her closed-
door talk with delegates shared 
with The associated Press.

The long-held model in the 
pharmaceutical industry is that 
companies pour in huge amounts 
of money and research in return 
for the right to reap profits from 
their drugs and vaccines. at an 
industry forum last May, Pfizer’s 
CeO albert Bourla described the 
idea of sharing iP rights widely as 
“nonsense” and even “dangerous.” 
astraZeneca’s chief Pascal soriot 
said if intellectual property is not 
protected, “there is no incentive 
for anybody to innovate.”

Thomas Cueni, director general 
of the international Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers, 
called the idea of lifting patent 
protections “a very bad signal to 
the future. you signal that if you 
have a pandemic, your patents are 
not worth anything.”

advocates of sharing vaccine 
blueprints argue that, unlike with 
most drugs, taxpayers paid bil-
lions to develop vaccines that are 
now “global public goods” and 

should be used to end the biggest 
public health emergency in living 
memory.

“People are literally dying be-
cause we cannot agree on intel-
lectual property rights,” said 
Mustaqeem De Gama, a south 
african diplomat who has been 
deeply involved in the wTO dis-
cussions.

Paul Fehlner, the chief legal of-
ficer for biotech company axcella 
and a supporter of the wHO pat-
ent pool board, said governments 
that poured billions of dollars into 
developing vaccines and treat-
ments should have demanded 
more from the companies they 
were financing from the begin-
ning.

“a condition of taking taxpayer 
money is not treating them as 
dupes,” he said.

in an interview with the Journal 
of the american Medical associa-
tion, Dr. anthony Fauci, the lead-
ing pandemic expert in the United 
states, said all options need to be 
on the table, including increasing 
aid, improving production capac-
ity in the developing world and 
working with pharmaceutical 
companies to relax their patents.

“Rich countries, ourselves in-
cluded, have a moral responsibil-
ity when you have a global out-
break like this,” Fauci said. “we’ve 
got to get the entire world vacci-
nated, not just our own country.”

it’s hard to know exactly how 
much more vaccine could be 
made worldwide if intellectual 
property restrictions were lifted, 
because the spare production ca-
pacity of factories has not been 
publicly shared. But suhaib siddi-
qi, former director of chemistry at 
Moderna, said with the blueprint 
and technical advice, a modern 
factory should be able to get vac-
cine production going in at most 
three to four months.

“in my opinion, the vaccine be-
longs to the public,” said siddiqi. 
“any company which has expe-
rience synthesizing molecules 
should be able to do it.”

By Special Correspondent, Brazzaville

inVesTMenT in green stimulus projects would be the most cost-effec-
tive way to revive african economy that has been badly hit by COViD-19 
pandemic and strike a blow against climate change, United nations 
economic Commission for africa (eCa) said in a report published on 
Monday.

Findings of the report titled Building Forward for an african Green 
Recovery showed it was important for economic recovery programs to 
invest in future jobs that would help reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
in coming years, rather than aim for a return to business as usual.

“we thought that as we continue to look at how we get out of this crisis 
(COViD-19), we should begin to see how we also plan for the future. The 
report we are releasing today continues to emphasise the need for sup-
port for the recovery. 

we would like that recovery to be green,” eCa executive secretary, Vera 
songwe, said during a virtual media briefing to release the report ahead 
of the official opening of the Un 7th session of the african Regional Fo-
rum on sustainable Development in Congolese capital city Brazzaville.

“what the report is showing is that, there are actually good stories 

Report eCa says green 
recovery can revive 
virus-hit economies 
in africa in the face of 

to tell in terms of how we grow green but the 
green recovery requires investment and so how 
do we get this investment. we need to find ways 
to mobilise the finance. it’s good business,” 
songwe added.

Results of the report suggest that green pro-
jects such as boosting renewable energy create 
more jobs, deliver higher short-term returns 
and lead to increased long-term cost savings 
relative to traditional stimulus measures.

The report highlights four main pillars for af-
rica’s priority interventions and resource mobi-
lization including infrastructure, food security, 
natural capital, and the african Continental 
Free Trade agreement (afCFTa). 
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T
he demographic impact 
of the coronavirus one 
year after being declared 
a pandemic on 11 March 

2020 has been enormous. the pic-
ture that emerges is one of signifi-
cant consequences on the levels 
and trends of the key components 
of demographic change: mortality, 
fertility and migration.

In terms of mortality, the re-
ported number of Covid-19 deaths 
worldwide is approaching 3 mil-
lion, with nearly 120 million coro-
navirus cases. however, it is widely 
recognized that the reported glob-
al number of Covid-19 deaths is 
an underestimate. In the u.S., for 
example, Covid-19 deaths are esti-
mated to be undercounted by 36 
percent. 

applying the u.S. undercount fig-
ure to the world yields an adjusted 
total number of Covid-19 deaths of 
approximately 4 million. If the ad-
justed number of Covid-19 deaths 
were excess deaths, the number of 
deaths worldwide turns out to be 
about 7 percent higher than the ex-
pected normal annual number.

In the u.S., the country with the 
largest number of Covid-19 deaths, 
it is estimated that fatalities nation-
wide were 20 percent higher than 
normal, amounting to a half mil-
lion excess deaths, from 15 March 
2020 to 30 January 2021. estimat-
ed higher proportions of excess 
deaths, approximately 37 percent, 
have also been reported in england 
and Wales and Spain.

In terms of the distribution of 
Covid-19 deaths, the top ten coun-
tries, whose combined populations 
amount to one-third of the world’s 
population, account for two-thirds 
of all reported deaths (figure 1). 
the u.S., with 4 percent of the 
world’s population, is in the lead 
position with 21 percent of all Cov-
id-19 deaths, or more than a half a 
million fatalities. following the u.S. 
are Brazil, Mexico and India with 
10, 7 and 6 percent, respectively, 
which together amount to approxi-
mately the same number of deaths 
as the u.S. 

the diversity of Covid-19 death 
rates among countries is particu-
larly noteworthy. China and India, 
together representing 36 percent 
of the world’s population, have 
Covid-19 death rates that are small 
fractions of the rates observed in 
the top ten countries. also, the u.S. 
Covid-19 death rate of nearly 1,600 
per 1 million far exceeds the rates 
of australia (35), Canada (579), Ger-
many (842), Israel (625) and Japan 
(62). for most countries with avail-
able data men have higher Covid-19 
case fatality rates than women. 
however, in several countries, such 
as India, Nepal and Vietnam, the 
case fatality rates of women are 
higher than those of men. In ad-
dition to biological factors, social 

Demographic impact of coronavirus pandemic: An overview
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factors may also be playing an important role in sex 
differences in Covid-19 death rates. the risk of severe 
illness and death from Covid-19 increases with age, 
with the elderly being at the highest risk. In the united 
States, for example, about 80 percent of the deaths 
were to those aged 65 years and older. and among 
that older age group, Covid-19 was responsible for 14 
percent of all reported deaths from all causes from 1 
January 2020 to 13 february 2021. u.S. data also indi-
cate that among those aged 75 years and older one in 
twenty infected with Covid-19 dies.

Provisional data for several hard-hit countries are 
finding that the pandemic has resulted in significant 
declines in life expectancy at birth. Data for five prov-
inces of Italy found declines of several years in life ex-
pectancy at birth, with males having greater declines 
than females. those findings represent the largest de-
cline in life expectancy in Italy after the 1918 influenza 
pandemic and the Second World War.

In the united States for the first half of 2020 life ex-
pectancy at birth declined by 1.2 years for males and 
0.9 year for females. Significant differences in life ex-
pectancy decline were also observed among major 
u.S. socio-economic groups (figure 3). the largest de-
cline in life expectancy at birth was 3 years for non-
hispanic black males and the smallest decline was 0.7 
year for non-hispanic white females. 

the coronavirus pandemic has also influenced fertil-
ity in many countries, but in very different ways. Some 
developing countries, including as India, Indonesia, 
the Philippines and uganda, are reporting beginnings 
of a baby boom, believed to be largely due to women 
being unable to access modern contraceptives.

In contrast, many other countries, including China, 
Italy, Germany, france, Spain, the united Kingdom and 
the united States, are facing declines in births pointing 
to a baby bust. In China, for example, it is estimated 
that fewer babies were born in 2020 than in any year 
since 1961, when China experienced mass starvation.

Due to the disruptions, lockdowns and uncertain-
ties caused by the pandemic, couples are increasingly 
deciding to postpone childbearing. and delayed child-
bearing typically leads to lower fertility. In the united 
States, for example, around 300,000 fewer births are 
expected in 2021.

Levels of sexual activity have also fallen. the largest 
declines in sexual activity are reported among those 
with young children and school-age children who are 
not attending schools but are at home.

In their attempts to stem the spread of the corona-

virus, governments worldwide closed their borders, 
issued travel bans, and severely limited migration. 
those steps have been largely ineffective in halting 
coronavirus’ spread across countries and regions.

however, as a result of those travel bans, restrictions 
and lockdowns, migration across international bor-
ders came to a virtual standstill. In a matter of several 
months, the world experienced the biggest and most 
rapid decline in global human mobility in modern 
times.

Many migrant workers were unable to travel in 
search of work and many headed back to their home 
countries. Due to the border closings and travel restric-
tions, however, some migrant workers were stranded 
abroad and unable to return to their home countries.

In addition to migrants, business travelers and tour-
ists, the closing of borders significantly limited the 
entry and processing of refugees and asylum seekers. 
Despite the border restrictions, however, many men, 
women and children have continued to cross inter-
national borders unlawfully without being tested for 
Covid-19, leading to increased risks of coronavirus 
transmission in transit and destination countries.

By mid-2020 the united Nations Network on Migra-
tion and several human rights groups called on gov-
ernments to suspend deportations and involuntary 
transfers. the deportations created health risks not 
only for the migrants, but also for government offi-
cials, health workers and the public in host and origin 
countries. for example, by late april the government 
of Guatemala reported that nearly a fifth of their coro-
navirus cases were linked to deportees from the u.S.

the pandemic has also impacted internal migra-
tion. In many countries, both more developed and less 
developed, the coronavirus has caused a reverse mi-
gration from cities to less populated places and rural 
areas.

With higher effects of the coronavirus closely linked 
to high density urban living combined with prolonged 
urban lockdowns and related restrictions, people are 
reconsidering their decisions regarding place of resi-
dence. In various developing countries, including In-
dia, Kenya, Peru and South africa, many urban dwell-
ers are returning to their rural villages.

One year after the pandemic was officially declared, 
the enormous demographic impact of the coronavi-
rus is becoming increasingly evident as more data are 
compiled and analyzed. While increased mortality is 
perhaps the most striking demographic consequence, 
the coronavirus has also significantly impacted fertil-
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One year after the pandemic was officially declared, the enormous demographic impact of the coronavirus is 
becoming increasingly evident as more data are compiled and analysed. 

ity and migration.
With the availability of vaccines, 

improved public health practices, 
changes in social behavior and the 
prospects of achieving herd im-
munity, the demographic effects 
of the coronavirus appear to be 
slowly abating. the daily numbers 
of reported coronavirus cases and 
Covid-19 deaths are declining, mi-
gration levels and travel are gradu-
ally improving and people are be-
coming more hopeful about the 
near future.

Nevertheless, serious concerns 
about the pandemic lie ahead. One 
concern is the emergence of more 
contagious and possibly more le-
thal variants of the coronavirus. 
Variants of the SarS-CoV-2 corona-
virus first detected in China have 
already been reported in Brazil, 
South africa, the united Kingdom 
and the united States. If these vari-
ants begin to spread widely, anoth-
er spike in cases and deaths may 
occurred in the coming months.

another concern involves the 
formidable challenges in ensur-
ing global availability and access 
to Covid-19 vaccines, especially 
among low-income nations. While 

about 225 million doses of vaccines 
have been administered by the end 
of february, most of them have 
been in high-income countries.

and somewhat ironically, there 
is the concern of large numbers of 
people in various countries around 
the world choosing not to take the 
coronavirus vaccine. Based on 
more than a dozen country surveys 
it is estimated that approximately 
a fifth of people across the world 
would decline getting a Covid-19 
vaccine. high proportions choos-
ing not to be vaccinated threaten 
the goal of achieving herd immuni-
ty and raises the contentious issue 
of deciding on what activities the 
unvaccinated will not be allowed 
to do.

Given these and related con-
cerns, the coronavirus may con-
tinue to have a significant demo-
graphic impact on the world’s 
population in the coming years. 
While numerous things about the 
coronavirus pandemic remain un-
clear, unresolved and puzzling, one 
thing appears certain for the sec-
ond year of the pandemic: many 
more people will have appoint-
ments in Samarra.  IPS
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By Guardian Reporter, Morogoro

THE Tanzania Electric Supply 
Company (Tanesco) is well prepared 
to ensure that it will stimulate chang-
es in rural and urban communities 
through steady supply of power.

Tanesco director general Dr Tito 
Mwinuka said this recently here dur-
ing the meeting with the company’s 
officials and editors from various 
media outlets.

He said that to fulfill its role, the 
state owned power utility is imple-
menting several strategic projects 
which will strengthen power sup-
ply and thus stimulate individual 

income and the country’s develop-
ment.

He said Tanesco is implementing 
several mega projects including the 
Julius Nyerere Power project worth 
6.5tri/- which is expected to generate 
a total of 2115 megawatts.

The DG said as the nation is build-
ing an industrial economy, one of the 
government’s strategies is to ensure 
that electricity projects reach every 
corner of the country.

“We are also implementing the Ru-
sumo power project to generate 87 
megawatts and its implantation has 
reached 76.8 percent. This project 

will spend 263bn/- to its comple-
tion,” he said, noting that the power 
utility firm is also working to imple-
ment  other projects such as Ruhuji 
power project to generate 358 mega-
watts, Rumakali (222MW), Mtwara 
(300MW), Somanga (300MW), Ka-
kono (87MW) and the Malagarasi 
(45MW).

“With all the highlighted projects, 
we expect to boost production of 
power to 5,000 megawatts by 2025. 
We have been also connecting 
households with power at a very low 
cost with some households getting 
the service for free, the major ob-

jective to support the government’s 
efforts which aims to reach all peo-
ple with power services and thus 
stimulate economic development,” 
he added.

Dr Mwinuka said the company is 
also implementing various power 
transmission projects including the 
400Kv Kenya -Tanzania Intercon-
nector, 400Kv Tanzania – Zambia In-
terconnector, 400Kv Julius Nyerere 
to Chalinze and  400kV Kigoma to 
Nyakanazi.

He further said the construction of 
a transmission line to be used in the 
Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) - first 

phase has been completed by 100 
percent.

“The current capacity of the firm 
to produce electricity has reached 
1602.4 megawatts while the actual 
demand stands at 1,180.5 megawatts. 
So you can see that we still have ex-
tra 520.5 megawatts,” he added.

 The situation, according to Dr 
Mwinuka assures the public and 
investors of reliable power thus 
stimulating establishment of several 
investment projects in the country.

He said the firm has so far con-
nected 87 percent of residents in 
rural and urban areas and it is now 

working to ensure that it reaches 
the remaining 10 percent within the 
next five years.

“We are working to fulfill our vi-
sion with support from three-sister 
firms which are the Electrical Trans-
mission and Distribution Construc-
tion and Maintenance Company 
(ETDCO) with a role based on electri-
cal infrastructure construction and 
maintenance; the Tanzania Geother-
mal Development Company Limited 
(TGDC) and the Tanzania Concrete 
Poles Manufacturing Company 
(TCPMC),” he said.

We’re here to serve you with steady power supply, Tanesco director general says

BUSINESS Come and invest in Tanzania’s diverse 
sectors, Prof Mkumbo urges investors 

Sunflower processors 
expect a bumper crop 
in wake of good rains 

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

THE Chairman of the Tanzania 
Sunflower Processors Association 
(TASUPA), Ringo Iringo, has projected 
that the country will experience more 
harvests of sunflower crop this year 
due to sufficient rains.

In an interview with this paper, 
Iringo said the association sees that 
the majority of the farmers will receive 
good harvests compared to last year, 
something which will also transform 
their income.

He said that enough harvest of the 
sunflower crop will also support the 
stable availability of enough sunflower 
cooking oil and other related products 
on the market.

“We have received reports of 
good rains from all major sunflower 
producing regions which are Singida 
, Dodoma , Manyara , Arusha , Tabora 
, Iringa , Njombe , Kigoma , Katavi , 
Rukwa , Morogoro, and Ruvuma,” he 
said.

He said: “The sunflower harvesting 
season is expected to start in May or 
June and this season we project good 
harvest, this is so because of good rains 
in the country and also many farmers 
used high quality certified seeds.”

Iringo said the sunflower sector will 
still register higher growth compared 
to last year despite several adverse 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic in the 
economy.

He further said the country needs 
5000 tonnes of sunflower seeds 

annually, alleging that the Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
and Agriculture Seed Agency (ASA) 
have failed to produce the required 
seeds.

Recently, the Tanzania Agriculture 
Research Institute (TARI) announced 
that it had embarked on the 
implementation of a five-year 
(2020-2025) strategy to increase the 
production of sunflower to spearhead 
the country’s efforts to minimize a 
shortage and importation of edible oil.

According to reports, annually, the 
country imports 365,000 metric tonnes 
of edible oil which cost the government 
at least 443bn/-.

TARI’s National Coordinator for 
Sunflower Research Frank Reuben said 
that the Research institute had already 
developed a road map to produce 45 
tonnes of pre-basic and basic seeds 
to be distributed to different seed 
companies for mass production.

He was quoted to have said that TARI 
would partner with several companies 
and institutions.

They are—Agriculture Seed Agency 
(ASA), BioSustain Tanzania Limited, 
Termar, Ruddi, Agri-Seed Technologies, 
Southern Highland Seed Growers, Lima 
Africa, Inades, Agricpays Tanzania Ltd, 
and registered farmers working with 
Clinton Foundation and World Vision 
Tanzania.

“The companies will be responsible 
for the production of at least 4,500 
tonnes of seeds to be certified by the 
Tanzania Official Seeds Certification 
Institute (TOSCI),” he said.

Bolt boosts driver safety with 
a 12-hour working time limit

 By Guardian Reporter

PROF Kitila Mkumbo, Minister of 
State in the President’s Office (In-
vestment), has called on investors 
from across the globe to come and 

invest in various fields, describing Tanzania as 
the best destination when it comes to invest-
ments in Africa. 

Prof Mkumbo made the call in Dar es Salaam 
last week when speaking at the global investors’ 
meeting aimed at exploring investment 
opportunities in agriculture, infrastructure 
and the industrial sector.

Investors reviewed the win-win 
opportunities which are expected to benefit 
both investors and Tanzanians.

Tanzania as one of the fastest growing 
economies in Sub-Saharan Africa, Tanzania 
remains on investors’ radar, despite the 
economic slowdown.

Prof Mkumbo cited political will, peace, 
enough and fertile land for agriculture, 
labour force and market as among the factors 
that make Tanzania the best investment 
destinations in the continent.

He said Tanzania has a population of nearly 
60million which create market for produced 

goods, citing agriculture, mining and agro-
processing industries as priority areas for 
investment in the country. 

He however said that the government was 
committed to promote the private sector as 
well as resolving any strategic issues that may 
arise.

African Development Bank President, 
Akinwumi Adesina said: “Tanzania is 
burgeoning with value added potential.” 

Dr Adesina called on investors from across 
the globe to take Tanzania as their area of 
priority when they think of investing in Africa.

Thierry Mouanza Dongala, founder of 
Accountable Africa, which hosted the forum, 
said the investors’ forum was a timely event by 
evidence of the deals that were brokered on 
the sidelines of the meeting.

Aymeric Saha, Managing Director at MiDA 
Advisors, which advises some of the largest 
US institutional investors on their investments 
in African infrastructure projects, highlighted 
the hundred billion dollar appetite that foreign 
institutional investors have for sustainable 
infrastructure projects.

Attending investors also stressed the need 
for government support of investment exit’s as 
much as entries.

The agriculture sector received notable 
interest from foreign investors looking to 
partner with Tanzanian smallholders to 
enhance productivity while staying true to 
Tanzania’s valued Non-GMO status.

Peter Schuurs, Co-Founder of reap: “We 
are more than eager to put our hard-earned 
capital to work on Tanzanian soil to meet our 
bottom-line, contributing towards Tanzania’s 
self-sufficiency and the region’s food security, 
in a responsible and sustainable manner.”

Also, present were global black diaspora 
investors who recently moved to Tanzania 
and were looking to repatriate their overseas 
capital to Africa, in general, and Tanzania 
specifically.

Members of the diaspora group remarked 
that it was their duty to put the capital they 
earned in foreign countries to work in Africa 
where it was most needed and could bring the 
most return.

The diaspora said they are actively discussing 
with the Tanzania Investment Center ways 
to facilitate their capital repatriation, which 
represented over $1.9billion in Ghana during 
the global year of return captain.

Thierry Mouanza Dongala, founder of Accountable Africa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

 By Guardian Reporter

BOLT, a leading ride-hailing 
platform in Tanzania, introduced 
a 12-hour per day cap for drivers 
to operate on the application. 

Remy Eseka an official with Bolt 
in  Tanzania, said the working 
time limit is to ensure drivers 
show up for trips energetic and 
rejuvenated and aims to reduce 
road incidents resulting from 
driver fatigue. He said the number 
of hours’ restriction also allows 
drivers to pursue other priorities 
such as family needs, recreational, 
educational, and entrepreneurial 

activities. 
“The safety introduction is a 

commitment to innovating ways 
to improve and enhance our plat-
form not only for passengers but 
for drivers who are an important 
part of our business. Prioritising 
their mental and physical well-
being is crucial to their and pas-
sengers safely,” said Eseka. 

He added, “We trust this resolu-
tion will help reduce not only road 
accidents but also improve the 
interactions between drivers and 
passengers alike.”   ESeka noted 
that the decision means that driv-
ers confirming Bolt orders can 

only stay active for a combined 
period of 12 hours. 

Once the 12 hours have been ex-
hausted, the driver will be restrict-
ed from operating. This will indi-
cate that the driver must take a 
mandatory break to recharge and 
pursue other interests before get-
ting back behind the wheel.  The 
12-hour operational cap applies to 
cars, bajaji and bodaboda drivers.

A research study mentioned 
by Arrive Alive indicated that 20 
percent of road accidents were 
due to fatigue. Simultaneously, 
in Africa, the issue is believed 
to be even more pronounced: 

anecdotal evidence suggested 
that as many as 60 percent of 
road accidents may be due to 
driver tiredness. Drivers who are 
deprived of sufficient breaks are 
exposed to neuro-behavioural 
effects and impairs performance 
of all types of work- physical and 
mental.  

The study suggested that short-
term tips for drivers to follow 
when experiencing problems 
maintaining alertness behind the 
wheel include: park somewhere 
safe and take a 15-20min nap; and 
have a couple of cups of strong 
coffee.
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 LONDON 

VOLVO’s entire car lineup will be fully electric 
by 2030, the Chinese-owned company said on 
Tuesday, joining a growing number of carmakers 
planning to phase out fossil-fuel engines by the 
end of this decade.

“I am totally convinced there will be no 
customers who really want to stay with a 
petrol engine,” Volvo Chief Executive Håkan 
Samuelsson told reporters when asked about 
future demand for electric vehicles. “We are 
convinced that an electric car is more attractive 
for customers.”

The Swedish carmaker said 50 percent of its 
global sales should be fully-electric cars by 2025 
and the other half hybrid models.

Owned by Hangzhou-based Zhejiang Geely 
Holding Group, Volvo will launch a new family of 
electric cars in the next few years, all of which will 
be sold online only. Volvo will unveil its second 
all-electric model, the C40, later on Tuesday.

Samuelsson said Volvo will include wireless 
upgrades and fixes for its new electric models 
- an approach pioneered by electric carmaker 
Tesla Inc. Carmakers are racing to switch to zero-
emission models as they face CO2 emissions 
targets in Europe and China, plus looming bans 
in some countries on fossil fuel vehicles.

Last month, Ford Motor Co said its lineup in 
Europe will be fully electric by 2030, while Tata 
Motors unit Jaguar Land Rover said its luxury 
Jaguar brand will be entirely electric by 2025 and 
the carmaker will launch electric models of its 
entire line-up by 2030.

And last November, luxury carmaker Bentley, 
owned by Germany’s Volkswagen, said its models 
would be all electric by 2030. Electrification is 
expensive for carmakers and as electric vehicles 
have fewer moving parts, auto employment is 
expected to shrink.

Volvo CEO Samuelsson said that industry-
wide, electrification will mostly affect engine 
plants and auto suppliers providing everything 
from oil filters to fuel injectors and spark plugs.

“Those are a lot of jobs of course,” he said. “But 
overall I don’t think there will be a big difference.”

Volvo said it will “radically reduce” the 
complexity of its model line-up and provide 
customers with transparent pricing.

The carmaker’s global network of 2,400 
traditional bricks-and-mortar dealers will remain 
open to service vehicles and to help customers 
make online orders.

So far Volvo has not been affected by a 
pandemic-fueled global semiconductor chip 
shortage that has shuttered a growing number 
of assembly plants, which Samuelsson said 
was thanks to constant communication with 
suppliers.

“So far, knock on wood, we have not had to 
stop any assembly line,” he said. “But it could 
happen any day.”

Volvo to go all 
electric by 2030

African FinTech start-up ImaliPay raises pre-seed funding 

Spanish unions cry foul as Inditex shuts stores
 MADRID

I
NDITEX staff in Spain say they are 
being forced out as the owner of 
fast-fashion brand Zara rolls out 
its plan to shut up to 1,200 stores 

worldwide, despite a company agreement 
with Spanish unions to project jobs.

The world’s biggest clothes retailer is 
closing smaller outlets while expanding 
flagship stores and the Spanish closures 
are the first of up to 700 expected this year 
in Europe, as well as 100 in the Americas 
and 400 elsewhere in the world.

Under a December agreement, seen by 
Reuters, with two Spanish unions, Inditex 
aims to provide all affected staff with new 
vacancies matching their old contracts 
and seniority within 25 km (16 miles) of 
where they used to work. But unions and 
staff say it’s not going to plan.

In an internal report seen by Reuters, 
the UGT union analysed vacancies offered 
by Inditex and found 40% of the new posi-
tions were outside the province where the 
worker in question had worked, in some 
cases on the other side of the country.The 
report said one in four workers offered 
new positions in Spain so far had quit.

“If workers who used to work 40 hours 
are offered 12-hour jobs, hours away, that’s 
not preserving employment,” said Cristina 
Estevez, UGT’s retail representative.

UGT, the second-biggest Spanish union 
within Inditex, signed the deal with the 
company along with the leading syndicate 
CCOO.

An Inditex spokesman said in an email 
to Reuters that it was complying with the 
union agreement and that relocations re-
spected, “all its principles, wording and 
spirit, which is to prioritise the mainte-
nance of jobs”.

The company was offering more than 
one vacancy for every job lost, the spokes-
man said, pointing out that 75 percent of 
workers had been successfully relocated 
so far.

Clothing sales at Inditex and rivals such 
as H&M and Next recovered towards the 
end of last year from record lows when the 
COVID-19 pandemic first struck, boosted 
by online shopping and a quick rebound 
in China.

But the retail industry’s recovery in the 
western world has been frustrated by lock-
downs extending well into 2021 and slow 
vaccine rollouts in some countries.

While most retail jobs lost in the first 
quarter of 2020 in the United States and 
Europe have been reinstated, the number 
of people employed in the sector remains 
well below pre-pandemic levels, according 
to data from Eikon Datastream and Euro-
stat.

In the United States, the shortfall is 

 LAGOS

UNION Bank, one of 
Nigeria’s foremost financial 
institutions, has unveiled 
the 2021 UnionX Innovation 
Challenge, as part of efforts to 
support young start-ups and 
boost innovation in the start-
up ecosystem. 

Tagged ‘a new discovery’, 
the challenge will discover, 
showcase, and support 
eligible entrepreneurs across 
Nigeria with innovative, 
t e c h n o l o g y - f o c u s e d 
Minimum Viable Products 
(MVPs). 

Speaking on the UnionX 
Challenge and Union Bank’s 
focus on innovation, the 
Bank’s Head, Retail Banking 
and Digital, Lola Cardoso said, 

“The UnionX Challenge 
highlights our focus on 
supporting innovation as 
key driver of sustainable 
development and growth 
of Nigeria’s vibrant start-up 
ecosystem, and the society at 
large. Union Bank has a rich 
heritage as a trusted partner 
to generations of Nigerians; 
providing the support they 
need to achieve their goals. 
This Challenge is one of the 

many ways we continue to 
build on this heritage.” 

During the entry period 
which ends on March 14, 
2021, early-stage start-ups 
registered in Nigeria are 
invited to submit innovative 
MVPs with the potential to 
transform society. These 
innovative MVPs should 
focus on sectors including, 
but not limited to Financial 
Technology, E-Commerce, 
Health, Education and 
Agriculture. Entries will be 
submitted on the Union 
Bank website – https://www.
unionbankng.com/unionx-

innovation-challenge.
The top 3 MVPs will 

attract cash prizes totalling 
N4.5million from Union Bank 
in addition to a 2-month 
incubation programme with 
GreenHouse Capital, a leading 
fintech venture capital fund 
collaborating with Union 
Bank on the initiative. 

n addition, the winners 
will leverage Union Bank’s 
network and value chain 
to further develop their 
solutions and scale for 
greater impact. Start-ups will 
be supported with a range of 
services focused on product 

development, distribution 
and business modelling 
geared towards potential 
integration to the Bank. 

The UnionX Challenge is 
the most recent in Union 
Bank’s Innovation Challenge 
series. Through the Centenary 
Innovation Challenge in 
2017, the Campus Innovation 
Challenge in 2018, and the 
2019 Edtech Challenge, 
Union Bank has discovered 
and supported innovative 
start-ups and solutions that 
with the potential to drive 
sustainable impact and 
development in Nigeria.

Union bank to support start-ups 

BUSINESS NEWS

 LAGOS

IMALIPAY, an African-based 
fintech start-up is making waves 
by reshaping the future of work 
in the gig economy. 

The Australian venture capi-
tal firm TEN13 reputed for in-
vesting in top-tier start-ups has 
invested an undisclosed amount 
of pre-seed funding in ImaliPay. 
ImaliPay joins TEN13’s growing 
fintech portfolio; the likes of 
Chipper Cash and Bookipi. 

Other investors included in 
the raise are; Finca Ventures, 
Optimiser Foundation, Mercy-
corps Ventures, Changecom, 

and super angels from Norway, 
Nigeria, UK, and Kenya. The 
primary aim of the investment 
is to expand and accelerate its 
growth and footprint in Kenya, 
Nigeria, and South Africa to be 
the one-stop-shop for gig work-
ers’ financial needs. 

TEN13’s backing of ImaliPay 
follows a recent string of events 
that has elevated the visibility of 
Africa’s Fintech start-up scene. 
“We believe this is a perfect 
opportunity to introduce our 
growing international network 
of investment professionals and 
investors to one of the most ex-
citing emerging Fintech compa-

nies in Africa, ” said TEN13 Man-
aging Partner, Stew Glynn.

The growth in the African gig 
workforce is being propelled by 
the growth in digitisation and 
smartphone penetration. Gig 
workers constitute a significant 
proportion of the economy 
within ImaliPay’s target markets 
and this market segment is ex-
pected to grow rapidly over the 
next decade. 

ImaliPay offers gig workers a 
one-stop-shop of financial ser-
vices such as the ability to seam-
lessly save their income and 
receive in-kind loans through 
a “buy now, pay later” model 

tied to their trade. Bolt drivers 
in Kenya can now request a fuel 
loan and payback after 3-4 days, 
this allows them to get more 
work done and Safeboda riders 
in Nigeria can now buy on cred-
it bike parts, fuel, and smart-
phones to keep their gig moving 
and reduce any downtime.

 Other products to be offered 
off the platform include insur-
ance and investment options to 
foster a safety net for this hard-
working but vulnerable part of 
the population.

ImaliPay was co-founded in 
2020 by Zimbabwean  Tatenda 
Furusa and Nigerian Sanmi Ak-

inmusire who met whilst work-
ing at leading payments com-
pany Cellulant. They believe the 
backing of the start-up by a no-
table venture capital company 
such as TEN13 has tremendous 
benefits. 

“It’s a great opportunity for 
investors to participate in the 
fintech revolution and a fast-
growing segment. Our vision 
at ImaliPay is to advance finan-
cial health and inclusion for gig 
workers who struggle to man-
age and access flexible finan-
cial services that are often only 
available to traditional SMEs”, 
said Furusa.

about 400,000 jobs while in Europe it’s 
nearly 350,000, the data showed.

Inditex said in June it would close 
1,000 to 1,200 of its smaller, less profita-
ble stores worldwide by the end of 2021. 
The pandemic tipped the company into 
a loss for the first time though Inditex 
attributed the closures to strong results 
from its integrated online and in-store 
model.

So far, Inditex has announced the clo-
sure of 114 stores in Spain affecting 986 
jobs, CCOO said, with unions expecting a 
further 186 outlets to shut this year.

The number of vacancies offered so 
far is equivalent to 126 percent of jobs af-
fected, the Inditex spSix Spanish unions 
contacted by Reuters, including CCOO 
and UGT, said the high proportion of of-
fers in different regions for fewer hours 
and more evenings and weekends was 
beyond the scope of what they had ex-
pected.

Some workers said the options offered 
to them would have meant cutting their 
weekly hours from 30 to 40 to below 20, 
with shifts moved to evenings and week-
ends, as shown by documents seen by 
Reuters listing the new vacancies.

“They’re basically inviting us to leave,” 
said one Zara worker in Guadalajara 
near the capital Madrid, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity for fear of reper-
cussions in her career” okesman said.

“The vacancies they offered in our 
store were eight or 16 hours weekly, al-

ways on weekends, or even just Sundays, 
when almost all the staff used to do 20, 
40 hours weekly. They’re laughing at us,” 
she said.

The spokesman for Inditex said it had 
offered workers in Guadalajara the best 
alternatives available in the vicinity.

Under the December agreement, In-
ditex committed to reimburse transport 
costs up to 90 euros a month when re-
location within 25 km was impossible, 
and cover relocation expenses if staff 
had to move house. Otherwise, workers 
could opt to leave, receiving compensa-
tion proportionate to their years with 
the firm.

Some workers in Barcelona were of-
fered vacancies in Santander, a seven-
hour drive away, the UGT union said. The 
CGT union in Madrid, said one worker 
was offered a position in Melilla, an au-
tonomous Spanish city in North Africa.

“These are disguised layoffs,” CGT 
secretary for Zara in Madrid, Anibal 
Maestro, said. “When you propose such 
moves, you’re forcing the workers to 
quit.”

The Inditex spokesman said its agree-
ment with the unions accounted for the 
fact that vacancies further away may be 
attractive to some staff, citing examples 
of five people who had asked to relocate 
long distances.

The fashion retailer, the world’s larg-
est by revenue, expanded its global store 
network by a net 1,942 stores from 2012 

to hit a peak of 7,199. But only 450 stores 
will open between 2020 and 2022, the 
company has said, as it seeks to boost 
the proportion of its online sales to 25 
percent from 14 percent.

Elsewhere in Europe, negotiations 
over closures are still underway, accord-
ing to UNI Global Union, which is over-
seeing the process with national unions 
across the region.

In a videoconference with the com-
pany’s European Works Council (EWC) 
in June, Inditex assured them that staff 
affected by closures would all receive al-
ternative job offers.

“Both parties agree that safeguarding 
work, training staff in order to tackle 
the new functions derived from digital 
transformation and labour organisation 
... constitute the keys in the work plan,” 
Inditex and the EWC said in a joint state-
ment on Dec. 21.

The Inditex spokesman said maintain-
ing employment for existing workers 
was a priority wherever there were clo-
sures. But workers on the ground remain 
fearful, especially those associated with 
unions that did not sign the agreement.

“That agreement was a blank cheque 
for the firm,” said Zara worker and AST 
union member Jose Angel Parejo, adding 
that he feared his 13 years at the compa-
ny would end when his store in central 
Madrid closes this month. “They com-
mitted to an equivalence in quantity of 
vacancies, but not quality.”

People hold flags from Spain’s CGT labour union as they protest outside a Zara clothing store, an Inditex brand, in Madrid, last week. File 
Photo.



 By Isaya Tumaini

F
OREIGN exchange (Forex) is in 
simple termsa process of ex-
changing one currency to anoth-
er currency for various reasons. 

While some people will hold forex in order 
to trade for profit, others may hold such cur-
rencies so that they are able to fund invest-
ments across different countries (multina-
tionals), financing trips to othercountries, 
transacting while in foreign jurisdictionand 
handling other payments. 

In Forex market, currencies are traded 
in pairs where two currencies are involved. 
Forex tradingcan be traced far back tothe 
origination of currencies in the World. The 
forex market is perceived to be the largest, 
most liquid in the world. According to re-
cent report from the Bank of International 
Settlements, forex trading volumes average 
at USD 5.1 trillion per day.

The forex market, just like any other mar-
ket, depends on market forces (demand and 
supply) to price currencies. Market forces 
are significantly affected by Central Bank 
pronouncementson areas such asgovern-
ment policiesover interest rates or inflation 
rates. 

Other market drivers include new infor-
mationon economic outlook and market 

sentimentswhich may arise from market 
reaction to a particular new information. 
The price movements arising from swings 
in demand and supply create opportunities 
in the market and hence attract investors 
and speculators to trade for potential gains.

In the recent years there has been an in-
creased involvement of Tanzanians in the 
forex market space, this article aims at pro-
viding insights on several things one must 
be aware of when involved in forex.

Majority of foreign exchange transactions 
do not take place for the purpose of ex-
changing hard currencies (e.g. exchanging 
currencies at the airport while travelling to 
a foreign country). Most of the transactions 
are based on speculation moves. 

Traders purchase and sell currencies 
based on their anticipation of how the ex-
change rate will behave over a particular 
period.Forex traders usually attempt to buy 
currencies whose values are anticipated to 
increase relative to other currencies and 
tend todispose currencies whose valueis 
anticipated to decrease.

Forex trading may appear simple theo-
retically but in practice it is a very wide con-
cept which entails time and commitment 
to understand how the market works. This 
is mainly because making a margin in this 
sphere requires an ability to make informed 

decisions based on technical analysis to ar-
rive at a conclusion on how a pair of curren-

cies will behave over a particular period.In 
some instances, trader instincts may drive 
huge margins. 

These instincts may be triggered by 
emerging issues which cause imbalance in 
currency supply in one area or location. It 
is very easy to enterthis global largest finan-
cial market; however, it is equally very easy 
to suffer losses and quit in the early stages 
of trading experience. This then builds into 
what is central to forex trading. 

An effective trader must take time to un-
derstand substantially all the key aspects of 
forex trading before he/she officially starts 
trading. Experience iskey and this is dem-
onstrated by presence of various simula-
tion/demo trading platforms which buildup 
even before one officially starts trading. 
Plan your trade, resiliently learn from any 
losses you encounter in the process and use 
them as a platform to rise to a professional 
trader.

In Tanzania, forex trading takes place 
mostly through interbank market space 
and Bureau de changes.In August 2020 the 
Bank of Tanzaniaissueda circular which 
made trading with international forex bro-
kerswho are not registered in Tanzaniail-
legal.The circular also reminded all foreign 
exchange dealers to observe Know Your 
Customer (KYC) procedures in undertaking 

foreign exchange transactions.
This move by the Bank of Tanzania calls 

for retail forex traders to ensure they en-
gage and deal with regulated and lawful 
brokers to avoid inconveniences and non-
compliance. There are internationally reg-
ulated brokers who allow Tanzanians to 
trade in their platforms, however, care must 
be exercised to ensure full compliance with 
local laws and regulations.

The question is how many of the forex 
traders especially self-employed young 
people are aware of risks associated with 
forex business and measures available to 
mitigate them? If you ask me, there is an ob-
vious need to ensure all dealings are done 
intrusted platforms and in themannerthat 
is within existing laws and regulations gov-
erning the market. 

Business and operational risks can be 
widely identified and analysed in many 
ways; at the end of the day,they will attract 
the level of investment commensurate to 
returns that a trader will be looking for. 

 
Isaya Tumaini  (Pictured) is a senior 

ßuditor with KPMG East Africa. The 
views and opinions are those of the au-
thor and do not necessarily represent 
the views and opinions of KPMG.
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12:00 Movie rpt: Funzo 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko 
21:05 Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:14 Bongo Movie: Huba
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin

                
CAPITAL 
 
 Wed 06 Jan
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Itohan
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to 

death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  07 Jan
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30 Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Itohan
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 08Jan
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa

20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to 

death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 09 Jan
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri	wako	rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave 

hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: The Slave 

hunter
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: Street Kings
23:00 Series rpt: Itohan
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 10  Jan
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave 

hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Itohan
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: The Slave 

hunter
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
00:00 Al Jazeera 

Radio one
 
Monday

05.00 AM HALI YA HEWA / KUME-
PAMBAZUKA I

06.00 AM AMKA NA BBC
06.30 AM NIPASHE
06.50  AM  MATANGAZO
07.00 AM NEWS BULLETIN
7:10 AM MATANGAZO
07.15 AM TAARIFA ZA BARABA-

RANI
07.25 AM UDONDOZI WA MAGA-

ZETI
07.40 AM  KUMEPAMBAZUKA II
08.00  AM HABARI NYEPESI

08.10 AM KUMEPAMBAZUKA III
09.00 AM HABARI ZA BIASHARA
09.10 AM MATANGAZO
09.20 AM BRAND TALK
09.30 AM KUMEPAMBAZUKA 

MICHEZO
10.00 AM NEWS BRIEF
10.03 AM DEATH ANNOUNCE-

MENTS
10.10 AM YALIYOMO YAMO
13.00 HRS NEWS BULLETIN
13.10 HRS DEATH ANNOUNCE-

MENTS
13:30 HRS DJ SHOW
16.00 HRS NEWS BRIEF
16.03 HRS DEATH ANNOUNCE-

MENTS
16.30 HRS HOJA YA LEO
18.30 HRS DIRA YA DUNIA BBC
19.30 HRS SPOTI LEO
20.00 HRS NEWS BULLETIN
20.10 HRS  UCHUNGUZI KAMILI
21.00 HRS NEWS BRIEF
21.05 HRS DURU ZETU
22.00 HRS NEWS BULLETIN (24 

HRS)
22.15 HRS AFRO TIZII
23.00 HRS NEWS BRIEF
23.03 HRS AFRO TIZII
01:00-05:00HRS HRS MUZIKI 

MCHANGANYIKO )
 

Capital Radio

 JUMATATU 
05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS HALI HALISI
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-00:00HRS DALA DALA   

 (marudio)
00:00-04:00 HRS LETE RAHA   

 (marudio)
04:00-05:00 HRS SPOTI (marudio)

TUESDAY 
05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-00:00HRS DALA DALA   

 (marudio)
00:00-04:00HRS LETE RAHA   

 (marudio)
04:00-05:00HRS SPOTI (marudio)

WEDNESDAY 
05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-00:00HRS DALA DALA  

 (marudio)
00:00-04:00HRS LETE RAHA   

 (marudio)
04:00-05:00HRS SPOTI(marudio)      

Jack Ma loses title as China’s 
richest person after coming 
under tight Beijing’s scrutiny

 BEIJING

ALIBABA and Ant Group found-
er Jack Ma has lost the title of Chi-
na’s richest man, a list published 
on Tuesday showed, as his peers 
prospered while his empire was 
put under heavy scrutiny by Chi-
nese regulators.

Ma and his family had held the 
top spot for China’s richest in the 
Hurun Global Rich List in 2020 
and 2019 but now trail in fourth 
place behind bottled water mak-
er Nongfu Spring’s Zhong Shan-
shan, Tencent Holding’s Pony Ma 
and e-commerce upstart Pindu-
oduo’s Collin Huang, the latest 
list showed. His fall out of the top 
three comes “after China’s regu-
lators reined in Ant Group and 
Alibaba on anti-trust issues,” the 
Hurun report said.

Ma’s recent woes were triggered 
by an Oct. 23 speech in which he 
blasted China’s regulatory system, 
leading to the suspension of his 
Ant Group’s $37 billion IPO just 
days before the fintech giant’s 
public listing.

Regulators have since tightened 
anti-trust scrutiny on the coun-
try’s tech sector, with Alibaba tak-
ing much of the heat; the market 
regulator launched an official 
anti-trust probe into Alibaba in 
December.

Chinese regulators also began 
to tighten their grip on the fin-
tech sector and have asked Ant to 
fold some of its businesses into a 
financial holding company to be 
regulated like traditional financial 
firms.

Ma, who is not known for shy-
ing away from the limelight, then 
disappeared from the public eye 

for about three months, trigger-
ing frenzied speculation about his 
whereabouts. He re-emerged in 
January with a 50-second video 
appearance.

China’s current richest man, 
Zhong, made his first appearance 
at the top spot with a fortune of 
550 billion yuan ($85 billion), 
largely thanks to the share price 
performances of Nongfu Spring 
and vaccine maker Beijing Wantai 
Biological Pharmacy Enterprise, 
which he also controls.

Tencent’s Ma saw his wealth 
swell 70 percent over the year 
to 480 billion while Pinduoduo’s 
Huang’s fortune grew 283 percent 
to 450 billion yuan, the list said. In 
comparison, the wealth of Ma and 
his family grew 22 percent, to 360 
billion yuan.

Zhang Yiming, founder of Tik-
Tok owner ByteDance, broke into 
the top five rankings among Chi-
nese billionaires in Hurun’s Global 
Rich List for the first time, with an 
estimated personal wealth of $54 
billion.

 LONDON

EUROPEAN shares paused on 
Tuesday as investors sought to 
guess the bond market’s next 
move, while weak German retail 
sales were a stark reminder of 
continued COVID-19 fallout on the 
region’s biggest economy.

Overnight falls in Asian stock-
markets, after a senior Chinese 
official expressed wariness about 
the risk of asset bubbles in foreign 
markets, and a drop in oil prices 
also weighed on sentiment, but 
the dollar was steady, along with 
U.S. Treasuries.

Analysts said a pause was to be 
expected after European shares 
had marked their best day in near-

ly four months on Monday when 
bond markets stabilized from a 
sharp selloff last week.

“We are in the yield waiting 
room to see whether central bank-
ers push back this week on the 
ambivalence we saw last week 
about interest rates,” said Michael 
Hewson, chief market analyst at 
CMC Markets.

“Potentially that was a mistake, 
giving the impression that the U.S. 
did not really care about sharp ris-
es in yields and sending the wrong 
message.”

The pan-European STOXX 600 
share index edged 0.2 percent 
higher, with Paris down, while 
Frankfurt and London eked out 
slim gains.

Shares pause, awaiting 
the next move in bonds

Alibaba Group co-founder and 
executive chairman Jack Ma at 
the World Artificial Intelligence 
Conference (WAIC) in Shanghai, 
China. File Photo.
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The reopening of schools on March 8 in 
england will be a relief to some parents who 
have been juggling working from home and 
home schooling during the national lock-
downs.

Dad-of-two David Lawrence from Durham 
has found home schooling “extremely diffi-
cult “since the start of the first lockdown.

“My wife and myself have both worked 
throughout the pandemic, from home in my 
case, so finding time to balance the need for 
work and taking on the responsibility has 
been an almost impossible task,” he said. 
“The children however have coped well and 
have been in the fortunate position of having 
each other and being close in age which have 
helped any isolation issues.”

But Lawrence said it’s hard to find the time 
to get his children, who are aged 6 and 7, to 
complete their work. 

“The children are at an age where they 
need to be managed through the work and 
cannot just be set away alone to complete 

tasks,” he said. 
he added their school has provided work 

sheets and tasks, but “it ends there”.
“There is then an expectation to complete 

the assigned work by a given date, which in 
our full-time working scenario isn’t always 
practicable,” Lawrence explained, adding 
there is also an expectation to complete a 
set amount every week regardless of circum-
stances.

Lawrence now fears lockdown home 
schooling might affect his children’s educa-
tion, but due to their relatively young age he 
believes “there is opportunity to make up for 
lost time”. 

Like other parents, Lawrence is eager for 
the children to go back to school soon.

A little break
“It will be a welcome break for both par-

ents and the children and hopefully they can 
get back on track quickly. I will also appreci-
ate removing the pressures of home school-
ing,” he said.

Stephanie, 40, lives in west London and 

UK parents welcome 
reopening of schools

UNITED NATIONS

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said the outcome of Monday’s high-level 
pledging conference for Yemen is disap-
pointing.

Pledges announced a total of about 
US$1.7 billion - less than last year’s pledg-
es and US$1 billion less than what was 
pledged at the conference in 2019, said Gu-
terres in a statement.

“Millions of Yemeni children, women 
and men desperately need aid to live. Cut-
ting aid is a death sentence,” he said. “The 
best that can be said about today is that it 
represents a down payment. I thank those 
who did pledge generously, and I ask oth-
ers to consider again what they can do to 
help stave off the worst famine the world 

has seen in decades.” 
At the pledging conference, Guterres 

asked for US$3.85 billion for humanitarian 
operations in Yemen for 2021.

World Food Programme executive Di-
rector David Beasley said on Monday that 
US$1.9 billion is needed to prevent famine 
in Yemen. More money is needed for other 
forms of aid.

The United Nations will continue to 
stand in solidarity with the starving people 
of Yemen, said Guterres in the statement.

In the end, the only path to peace is 
through an immediate, nationwide cease-
fire and a set of confidence-building meas-
ures, followed by an inclusive, Yemeni-led 
political process under UN auspices, and 

s u p p o r t e d 
by the in-
t e r n a t i o n a l 
communit y. 
There is no 
other solu-
tion, he said.

The exact 
amount of 
total pledges 
made on Monday was US$1.67 billion.

Saudi Arabia, which is leading a military 
coalition fighting houthi rebels in Yemen, 
made the largest donation of US$430 mil-
lion, followed by Germany (US$245 mil-
lion), the United Arab emirates (US$230 
million), and the United States (US$191 mil-

lion).
Other big donors include Britain with 

US$123 million and the european Commis-
sion with US$116 million.

Mark Lowcock, the UN undersecretary-
general for humanitarian affairs, who co-
hosted Monday’s pledging conference, 
warned that there will be a bigger famine 
in Yemen unless more funds are secured.

“This does not solve the problem. We are 
disappointed at the outcome. It’s going to 
be impossible with such limited resources 
to prevent a large-scale famine,” he told 
a virtual press briefing after the pledging 
conference. “So we’re gonna have to come 
back to people and ask them for a stronger 
response, before too long.”

Another pledging conference for Yemen 
may have to be convened in a few months 
to raise more money, he said.

“We will not abandon them (the Yem-
enis). We will continue to try and persuade 
the world to come to their aid. We will con-
tinue to do everything we can, through the 
work led by our Special envoy (for Yemen) 
Martin Griffiths, to push for an end to the 
fighting and a cessation of hostilities and 
the beginning of a recovery effort for the 
people of Yemen, because that, ultimately, 
is the only way out of this mire.”

he said the re-engagement of the new 
US administration in the Yemen issue pro-
vides the best opportunity for progress 
in the country, both on peace and the hu-
manitarian situation.

   Agencies

UN chief disappointed at outcome of pledging event for Yemen

 

WASHINGTON

 FBI Director Chris Wray 
will testify to the U.S. Senate 
Judiciary Committee yester-
day about the investigation 
of the deadly attack on the 
Capitol by Donald Trump’s 
supporters and the bureau’s 
efforts to stop right-wing 
extremist violence.

The hearing will mark 
Wray’s first testimony be-
fore Congress since the 
Jan. 6 attack, a failed bid to 
block Congress from certi-
fying President Joe Biden’s 
election victory in Novem-
ber.

The Justice Department 
has charged more than 250 
people on criminal counts 
ranging from conspiracy 
to attacking police and ob-
structing Congress. The ri-
oting led to five deaths. 

At least 18 people associat-
ed with the far-right Proud 
Boys have been charged and 
nine people tied to the anti-
government militia known 
as the Oath Keepers are fac-

ing charges they conspired 
as far back as November to 

storm the Capitol to prevent 
Biden from becoming presi-

dent.
The FBI has not yet arrest-

ed any suspects in the death 
of Capitol Police officer 
Brian Sicknick, or for pipe 
bombs that were discovered 
outside the headquarters of 
both the Republican and 
Democratic national com-
mittees.

The FBI has obtained a 
video that shows a suspect 
spraying bear spray on po-
lice officers, including Sick-
nick, according to a law en-
forcement source familiar 
with the investigation. 

The suspect has not yet 
been identified by name, 
and it is still not clear if the 
bear spray contributed to 
Sicknick’s death.

Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Dick Durbin 
said he spoke directly with 
Wray on how the bureau is 
allocating resources to the 
investigation, and said that 
for far too long, the federal 
government has “turned 
a blind eye” to the threats 
of domestic terrorism by 
white supremacists.

  Agencies

FBI Director Wray to testify before Congress on deadly Capitol assault

has been home schooling her 5 
and 10-year-olds as well as taking 
care of a 6-month-old baby. She 
found it difficult to maintain a 
home-school schedule with her 
children.

“Since they are spending more 
time at home, the responsibility 
of teaching falls onto parents,” 
she said. “It was difficult for us to 
teach the two kids, given that we 
have a 6-month-old baby in the 
house and my husband works 

long hours. We are worried that 
they might fall behind when they 
are back to school.”

While she has struggled dur-
ing the pandemic, she did say 
the experience has brought her 
family closer together which is a 
“silver lining”.

Schools in Scotland began a 
phased return on Monday, with 
the youngest pupils heading 
back to classrooms first.

           Agencies

VIENNA/COPENHAGEN 

AUSTRIA and Denmark, chafing at the slow rollout of 
COVID-19 vaccines in the european Union, have broken 
ranks with Brussels to form an alliance with Israel to produce 
second-generation vaccines against mutations of the corona-
virus. 

The move by the two eU member states comes amid ris-
ing anger over delays in ordering, approving and distributing 
vaccines that have left the 27-member bloc trailing far behind 
Israel’s world-beating vaccination campaign.

Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz said while the prin-
ciple that the eU procures vaccines for member states was 
correct, the european Medicines Agency (eMA) had been too 
slow to approve them and lambasted pharmaceutical compa-
nies’ supply bottlenecks.

“We must therefore prepare for further mutations and 
should no longer be dependent only on the eU for the pro-
duction of second-generation vaccines,” the conservative 
chancellor said in a statement yesterday.

Danish Prime Minister Danish Mette Frederiksen was also 
critical of the eU’s vaccine programme.

“I don’t think it can stand alone, because we need to in-
crease capacity. That is why we are now fortunate to start a 
partnership with Israel,” she told reporters on Monday.

When asked if Denmark and Austria wanted to take unilat-
eral action in obtaining vaccines, Frederiksen said: “You can 
call it that.” 

Kurz and Frederiksen are due to travel to Israel this week to 
see Israel’s rapid vaccine roll-out up close.

SIDE ORDERS
A growing number of eU countries have placed side orders 

for doses of vaccines from Russia and China, even though the 
eMA has yet to rule on whether they are both safe and effec-
tive.

Slovakia on Monday ordered 2 million doses of Russia’s 
Sputnik V vaccine. It expects half to arrive this month as it 
looks to step up vaccinations amid a surge in COVID-19 infec-
tions and deaths.

The neighbouring Czech Republic - currently facing the 
worst COVID-19 outbreak of any eU country - is also consider-
ing ordering Russia’s Sputnik V.

hungary, meanwhile, has taken delivery of a vaccine de-
veloped by China’s Sinopharm, with Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban announcing on Sunday that he had received the shot. 

FIRST MOVERS
Kurz said Austria and Denmark, as members of the First 

Mover Group, would work with Israel on vaccine production 
against mutations of the coronavirus and jointly research 
treatment options.

experts reckon that Austria will have to vaccinate two-
thirds of the population, equivalent to more than 6 million 
people annually, in the coming years, Kurz said.

he said he would inspect pharmaceutical companies with 
domestic production including Pfizer, Novartis. Polymun and 
Boehringer Ingelheim as well as speak to leading scientists 
and physicians on Tuesday.

Germany last month set up a task force to address bottle-
necks in the supply chain of vaccine production and boost lo-
cal manufacturing to protect itself against future pandemics.

     Agencies

Austria and Denmark break ranks with 
EU to produce vaccines with Israel

BERLIN

GeRMANY and europe de-
spite the criticism of Russia are 
interested in cooperating with 
Moscow in the issues of com-
mon security, disarmament 
and arms control, energy, cli-
mate change and pandemics, 
the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany (SPD) said in its pro-
gram for the elections to the 
Bundestag.

“It is absolutely clear that it 
is in the interests of Germany 
and europe to achieve jointly 
with Russia common progress 

in the issues of common secu-
rity, disarmament and arms 
control, as well as in the field of 
climate protection, sustainable 
development, energy and the 
fight against pandemics,” says 
the document published on the 
SPD website.

“Despite all the criticism in 
regard to Russia we are betting 
on readiness for dialogue and 
cooperation. Peace in europe is 
possible not in spite of, but only 
with Russia,” the document 
says. The SPD calls for stepping 
up all contacts through civil 
society and for easing visa re-

quirements for young people.
The party stressed the need 

for devising “a common and co-
ordinated policy of the eU” on 
Russia, which should be based 
on the values and principles 
of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in europe 
(OSCe).

“Russia’s readiness for a con-
structive dialogue is a condi-
tion for reducing tensions,” the 
party said. “This also includes 
the fact that a path to a peace-
ful settlement of the conflict in 
Ukraine and the related lifting 
of sanctions [against Russia] 

largely depends on the Minsk 
agreements’ implementation,” 
the text stresses.

The party also called on 
Russia and the United States 
to launch talks on the issues 
of “verified and full disarma-
ment” with the goal of “finally 
withdrawing and eliminating 
nuclear weapons deployed to 
europe and Germany.”

however, the SPD criticized 
Moscow, saying that “the rela-
tions between europe and Rus-
sia are constantly subject to 
blows.” Among them the party 
named the conflict in eastern 

Ukraine, Crimea’s reunification 
with Russia, a cyber attack on 
the Bundestag (Moscow has 
denied its role on numerous 
occasions) and the incident 
with Alexey Navalny. The party 
claimed that “Russia regularly 
violates international law and 
therefore complicates relations 
with its neighbors.”

The elections to the German 
federal parliament, the Bun-
destag, are scheduled for Sep-
tember 26. The SPD’s party list 
will be led by Federal Minister 
of Finance and Vice Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz.

Germany’s Social Democrats urged constructive dialogue with Russia

         Wednesday  3  March 2021 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson

SINGAPORE

 SOUTheAST Asian nations will be frank in telling Myan-
mar’s ruling military they are appalled by violence in the coun-
try, and the region needs to bring together ousted leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi and the military to find a way out, Singapore’s for-
eign minister said.

Foreign ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASeAN) are due to hold an informal meeting with a 
representative of the Myanmar military later on Tuesday via 
videoconference. 

Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said his 
counterparts in ASeAN would be frank when they meet by 
video call on Tuesday and will tell a representative of Myan-
mar’s military they are appalled by the violence.

 In a television interview late on Monday, Balakrishnan said 
ASeAN would encourage dialogue between Suu Kyi and the 
junta.

“They need to talk, and we need to help bring them togeth-
er,” he said.

ASeAN groups Myanmar, Singapore, the Philippines, Indo-
nesia, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Malaysia, Brunei and Viet-
nam.

The military justified the action saying its complaints of 
fraud in a November election won by Suu Kyi’s party were ig-
nored. The election commission said the vote was fair.

Myanmar’s Senior General Min Aung hlaing, in remarks 
read on state television by a newscaster, said protest leaders 
and “instigators” would be punished and threatened action 
against civil servants refusing to work.  Agencies

Singapore: ASEAN to tell Myanmar 
it is ‘appalled’ by violence

FBI Director Chris Wray



Wednesday  3  March 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               17

A Chinese proverb says that 
a year’s plan starts with spring. 
in China, more than half of 
the grain area is planted in the 
spring, and spring farming con-
cerns the harvests in the follow-
ing two seasons.

At present, spring farming 
and preparation is conducted 
across the country from south 
to north, and multiple measures 
have been rolled out to guaran-
tee agricultural production.

To stabilize grain and soybean 
output and increase corn acre-
age is a major theme of China’s 
spring farming this year. in 2020, 
China will work to ensure the 
planting of over 1.75 billion mu 
(117 million hectares) of grains 
this year, and to consolidate the 
planting area of double crop-
ping rice is a priority in the 
middle and lower reaches of 
the Yangtze River. Besides, the 
country will also ensure that the 
newly added planting areas of 
early season rice in 2020 is not 
reduced this year. Corn acre-
age is expected to be expand-
ed in northeast China, north 
China Plain, southwest China 
and northwest China. soybean 
planting area will be stabilized in 
these regions.

According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
(MARA), the planting areas of 
winter wheat and winter rape-
seed will recover growth this 

year. A total of 335 million mu of 
winter wheat is planted, 3 mil-
lion mu more than that from a 
year ago; 96 million mu of winter 
rapeseed is planted, up around 
4 million mu year on year. The 
growth of winter wheat and 
winter rapeseed in most places 
of China is better than that in 
the last year. The proportion of 
first- and second-class winter 
wheat has reached 88.5 percent, 
1.9 percentages higher year on 
year, laying a solid foundation 
for summer harvest.

sufficient supply of agricultur-
al materials is ensuring smooth 
spring farming and future har-
vests.

in an agricultural coopera-
tive in Xiapanao village, Ankang 

Township, Anxiang County, 
Changde, central China’s hu-
nan Province, 15,000 kilograms 
of seed rice are standing by in 
a warehouse. The seed rice, 
apart from being distributed to 
the 2,000 mu of farmland con-
tracted by the cooperative, will 
also be offered for other nearby 
major growers, serving the pro-
duction in a total of nearly 4,000 
mu of land.

“The recent situation in the 
market indicated that the supply 
of seeds is sufficient this spring, 
and the supply of other agricul-
tural materials is also guaran-
teed,” said Zhou Jianguo, head of 
the cooperative.

As a major grain producer 
of hunan Province, Anxiang 

County is planning to grow 
over 810,000 mu of grains this 
year. To promote large-scale 
production of early season rice, 
the county has established five 
sprout cultivation factories, 
which will be completed at the 
end of March before the start of 
sprout cultivation.

According to MARA, 3.4 bil-
lion kilograms of corn, rice and 
soybean seeds will be offered 
for this year’s spring farming. 
Besides, 20.3 million tons of fer-
tilizers are also expected to be 
provided.

Agricultural machineries are 
also offering effective services 
for spring farming.

Zhongxian County in south-
west China’s Chongqing Mu-
nicipality has been promoting 
subsidizing policies for purchas-
ing agricultural machineries just 
after the spring Festival. The 
municipality has offered a to-
tal subsidy of 72 million yuan 
($11.14 million), and dispatched 
machinists to villages to guide 
the maintenance, testing and 
reconditioning of agricultural 
machineries.

Xu Zongquan is a major grow-
er in Zhongling village, Xinli 
Township of Zhongxian County. 
he runs a professional coop-
erative in the village that offers 
machinery services for nearby 
farmers.

             People’s Daily

China steps up efforts to ensure spring farming

GUSAU

GunMen have freed all 279 girls 
kidnapped from a boarding school 
in northwest nigeria, the governor of 
Zamfara state said yesterday, as one 
of the victims told Reuters how their 
abductors had beaten her and her 
schoolmates with their weapons. 

According to earlier reports, 317 
girls from the Government Girls sci-
ence secondary (GGss) school in the 
town of Jangebe were abducted by an 
armed gang at around 1 am on Friday.

Zamfara state spokesman sulaiman 
Tanau Anka told Reuters that some 
of the missing girls had run into the 
bush at the time of the assault, and the 
number of those kidnapped was 279. 
All had now been freed, Zamfara Gov-
ernor Bello Matawalle said.

Reuters journalists in Zamfara’s 
state capital, Gusau, saw dozens of 
girls in Muslim veils sitting in a hall in a 
state government building. A few par-
ents arrived later, and one father wept 
with joy after seeing his daughter.

Most of the girls appeared to be un-
harmed, but at least a dozen were sent 
to hospital for treatment. The girls 
were mostly barefoot, and several had 
injuries to their feet.

Farida Lawali, 15, told how she and 
the other girls had been taken to a 
forest, with the kidnappers carrying 

those unable to walk.
“They carried the sick ones that 

cannot move. We were walking in the 
stones and thorns,” she said, sitting in 
the government house building, cov-
ered in a light blue veil.

“They started hitting us with guns 
so that we could move,” she added. 
“While they were beating them with 
guns, some of them were crying and 
moving at the same time.”

news of the girls’ release brings 
“overwhelming joy”, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari said. “i am pleased 
that their ordeal has come to a happy 
end without any incident.” 

One father, whose seven daughters 
were among those kidnapped and 
freed, said the incident would not de-
ter him from schooling his children.

“it’s a ploy to deny our girls ... 
from getting the Western education 
in which we are far behind,” Lawal 
Abdullahi told Reuters. “We should 
not succumb to blackmail. My advice 
to government is that they should take 
immediate precautions to stop further 
abductions.”

On Monday, state officials said they 
were in talks with the kidnappers.

schools have become targets for 
mass kidnappings for ransom in 
northern nigeria by armed criminal 
groups, in a trend started by the jihad-
ist group Boko haram, and later its off-

All abducted Nigerian schoolgirls freed by kidnappers

Clergy lead a rare Christian revival in Iraqi town welcoming pope

MOSCOW

RussiA’s Federal Medical Biologi-
cal Agency (FMBA) plans to complete 
phase one clinical trials of the Mir-19 
coronavirus medicine in mid-March, 
the agency’s head Veronika skvort-
sova said at a meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on Monday.

“We received permission to con-
duct clinical trials on December 30. 
All pre-clinical trials are over. Clinical 
trials began soon after the new Year. 
however, since it is a new molecule 
- it’s patented and unparalleled - we 
are conducting phase one trials par-
ticularly carefully because we need 
to prove that it’s safe for humans. 
We will complete phase one by mid-
March. We are about to start working 
with patients and launch phase two,” 
she said.

According to skvortsova, the med-
ication is based on micro-RnA that 
blocks certain parts of the virus RnA. 
“Micro-RnA is completely safe for 
humans, it affects neither the human 
genome nor immunity but is highly 
effective in targeting the virus. ex-
periments on animals showed that 
virus carriage was reduced 10,000-
fold,” she emphasized. “in addition, 
it prevents the most severe forms of 
the disease,” the FMBA chief added.

skvortsova explained that clinical 
trials of the coronavirus vaccine de-
veloped by the Federal Medical Bio-
logical Agency will begin in July. “We 
now have a candidate medication 
and preparations for clinical trials 
are underway. 

We do hope that we will be able to 
launch clinical trials by the second 
half of the year.”

she also said that phase one and 
two trials would be conducted si-
multaneously because it was permit-
ted by vaccine trial protocols.

Russia to complete 
phase one clinical trials 
of Mir-19 coronavirus 
medicine in March

WORLD neWs

WASHINGTON 

 The united states is fo-
cused on “future conduct” 
of saudi Arabia and will ex-
pect Riyadh to improve its 
human rights record, a us 
spokesman said on Monday, 
after Washington imposed 
sanctions on some saudis 
for the killing of journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi but fell short 
of sanctions against saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin salman.

The united states on Fri-
day declassified a report that 
said the crown prince ap-
proved an operation in 2018 
to capture or kill Khashoggi 
and issued some sanctions 
against saudi nationals and 
entities.

Washington’s failure to 
penalize the crown prince 
has been criticized by rights 
groups and others, raising 
questions about accounta-
bility and the Biden adminis-
tration’s pledge to make hu-
man rights a foreign policy 
priority. 

Prince Mohammed, the 
35-year old de facto ruler, 
has denied any involvement 
in Khashoggi’s killing, for 
which eight people were 
jailed in saudi Arabia last 
year, but has said he bears 
ultimate responsibility be-
cause it happened on his 

watch.
“We are very focused on 

future conduct and that is 
part of why we have cast this 
not as a rupture, but as a rec-
alibration,” of us-saudi rela-
tions, us state Department 
spokesman ned Price said at 
a press briefing.

“We are trying to get to the 
systemic issues underlying 
the brutal murder of Jamal 
Khashoggi,” Price said.

The united states wel-
comed the recent release of 
two human rights activists 
in saudi Arabia, Price said, 
but asked Riyadh to do more 
by lifting the travel ban on 
them.

“We are urging saudi Ara-
bia to take additional steps 
– to lift travel bans on those 
released, to commute sen-
tences and resolve cases 
such as those women’s rights 
activists and others,” he said.

White house spokeswom-
an Jen Psaki said on Monday 

that the united states re-
served the right to sanction 
Mohammed bin salman.

Khashoggi, a us resident 
who wrote opinion columns 
for the Washington Post 
critical of the crown prince’s 
policies, was killed and dis-
membered by a team of op-
eratives linked to the prince 
in the kingdom’s consulate 
in istanbul in October 2018.

On Friday, the united 
states singled out the Rapid 
intervention Force, or RiF, a 
unit of the saudi royal guard 
that has engaged in counter 
dissident operations. it also 
issued visa bans on 76 sau-
dis.

Price said he could not 
disclose the names of the 
76 people and declined to 
say whether or not Moham-
med bin salman was among 
them. The united states has 
urged saudi Arabia to dis-
band the RiF, Price added.

  Agencies

After sanctions, US expects S. Arabia to do better on rights

shoot islamic state West Africa Province.
The government has repeatedly denied paying ransoms. But Bu-

hari on Friday urged state governments “to review their policy of 
rewarding bandits with money and vehicles, warning that the poli-
cy might boomerang disastrously”.

The raid in Zamfara state was the second such kidnapping in lit-
tle over a week in the northwest, a region increasingly targeted by 
criminal gangs. 

On saturday, gunmen released 27 teenage boys who were kid-

napped from their school on Feb 17 
in the north-central state of niger.

in 2014, Boko haram abducted 
more than 270 schoolgirls from the 
northeastern town of Chibok, in 
nigeria’s most high profile school 
kidnapping. Around 100 of them 
remain missing.

QARAQOSH

 As islamic state fighters ad-
vanced across northern iraq in 
2014, Mazen shemes’ nine-year-
old son was killed by a mortar. The 
family had to bury him quickly be-
fore fleeing the same night, along 
with thousands of other Christian 
families. 

Five years later the 47-year-old 
farmer returned to the town of 
Qaraqosh, part of a wave of people 
who, supported by church lead-
ers, re-populated its empty streets 
and rebuilt homes left in ruins by 
extremist militants and the fighting 
that ousted them.

“This is our land. We can’t just 
abandon it and leave,” said shemes, 
standing in his garden where young 

CANBERRA

AusTRALiAn police said yes-
terday an investigation into a rape 
allegation against an unidentified 
cabinet minister was closed after 
authorities concluded there was 
insufficient evidence.

several opposition Australian 
lawmakers said late last week they 
had received a letter detailing an 
allegation of rape against a male 
cabinet minister before he entered 

parliament. 
Prime Minister scott Morrison 

said the allegation had been re-
ferred to the Australian Federal 
Police (AFP), although the minister 
had “vigorously rejected” the alle-
gation in a conversation with him.

Yesterday, the AFP said it would 
not investigate as it did not have ju-
risdiction and police in new south 
Wales (nsW) - where the alleged 
crime is reported to have occurred 
in 1988 - also ruled out an investiga-

tion.
“AFP’s role is to liaise and sup-

port and provide whatever advice 
those jurisdictions need in this 
matter,” AFP Commissioner Reece 
Kershaw told Australia’s Channel 9.

nsW Police said they had con-
cluded there was insufficient 
evidence. “nsW Police Force has 
determined the matter is now 
closed,” it said in an e-mail.

it said also the alleged victim did 
not make a formal statement to 

them detailing her account before 
she committed suicide last year.

nsW Police did obtain a “person-
al document” purportedly made by 
the woman, but had been legally 
advised this was insufficient to pro-
ceed with an investigation, it said.

While the ruling means Morrison 
will not have to suspend the min-
ister as directed by parliamentary 
rules, it does little to ease pressure 
on his government.

Three former staff members of 

the ruling Liberal party said last 
month they had been raped by an 
unidentified colleague.

One victim who went public with 
her allegations has made an official 
police complaint.

Morrison’s government said on 
Tuesday it had established an in-
dependent and confidential 24/7 
telephone service for current and 
former parliamentary employees 
to report allegations of improper 
conduct.            Agencies

Australian police close probe into alleged rape by minister

trees are growing.
About half of the Chris-

tian enclave of Qaraqosh 
has come back since is-
lamic state was defeated in 
2017, a rare sign of hope for 
a community devastated by 
iraq’s descent into islamist 
violence after the u.s. inva-
sion in 2003.

iraq’s Christian popula-
tion of 1.5 million some 
20 years ago stands at 
300,000, and many of 
those want to leave be-
cause they see few pros-
pects in a war-torn country 
where shi’ite militias and 
sleeper militant cells still 
pose a threat.

Pope Francis will visit 

the town’s restored Grand 
immaculate Church - iraq’s 
largest - on sunday as part 
of a four-day tour of the 
country designed to boost 
morale and highlight the 
difficulties some Christian 
communities face. 

For the Catholic clergy 
who led the reconstruc-
tion work and helped 
families return to the town 
near Mosul - islamic state’s 
de-facto capital - his trip is 
a source of huge pride.

“We try to do as much 
as we can,” said Father 
Ammar Yako, a local syr-
iac Catholic priest who 
has been supervising the 
renovation of the Grand 

immaculate Church in 
Qaraqosh since 2019. “But 
then, God remains the one 
who decides what will hap-
pen to us.”

REBUILD, REVIVE
Among the first to return 

to the town, the main cen-
tre of hamdaniya district, 
after liberation from islam-
ic state were the clergy.

embedded with secu-
rity forces just after they 
retook Qaraqosh, Father 
Ammar recalled his shock 
at seeing the destruction. 

“Over 2,000 houses 
were burned,” he said. 
Others were torn apart by 
airstrikes against the mili-

tants. There was no water 
or electricity.

The imposing Grand im-
maculate Church had been 
desecrated by the militants 
and ravaged by fire. But 
Father Ammar was thank-
ful that it was, at least, still 
standing. “i started think-
ing that maybe we would 
be able to rebuild it.”

Local church leaders 
from different denomina-
tions devised a plan to en-
courage families to come 
back to the town of 50,000 
people, raising funds 
mainly from foreign Chris-
tian non-governmental or-
ganisations.

“We decided to start 

by rebuilding houses so 
that people would come 
home,” said syriac Catho-
lic Archbishop of Mosul 
Yohanna Petros Mouche, 
adding that churches 
would come next. Father 
Georges Jahola was put in 
charge.

With a team of around 
20, Father Georges started 
to map the city, assess the 
damage and allocate funds 
to support families who 
began to trickle back. Over 
half the damaged homes 
have been restored. 

But reconstruction 
funds have dried up, pre-
venting Father Georges 
from completing the work. 

some 2,000 houses in the town 
remain empty, and church lead-
ers are opposed to the idea of al-
lowing iraqis from other areas to 
move in.

“if we lose our land, we lose 
our identity,” Father Georges 
explained, poring over a map 
showing the Christian enclave of 
Qaraqosh surrounded by land al-
located to other religious groups 
that locals feel could endanger 
their town’s identity.

Father Ammar hopes worship-
pers will soon be able to pray 
again regularly in the Grand im-
maculate Church, a grey and yel-
low stone building with a distinct 
red roof that stands out among the 
surrounding houses.

               Agencies

 A group of girls previously kidnapped from their boarding school in northern Nigeria arrived on March 2, 2021 at the 
Government House in Gusau, Zamfara State upon their release. ( AFP)

Employees of an agricultural material company in Leqing, east China’s 
Zhejiang Province put spring farming materials onto a forklift .File 
photo

Jamal Khashoggi
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Prisons take aim at Yanga in 
Azam Sports Federation Cup 

Luis Miquissone

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

 SIMBA SC winger, Luis Miquissone, 
is adamant he is eyeing a move to Eu-
rope to turn out for one the outfits in 
the continent.

 The Mozambican player has recent-
ly impressed a host of football clubs 
in Africa, thanks to his impressive dis-
palys for Simba SC in this season’s Vod-
acom Premier League and CAF Cham-
pions League.

As Miquissone keeps on sparkling 
with the CAF Champions League’s 
Group A leaders, he concedes his aspi-
ration is to move to Europe.

He has, however, not shut the entry-
way for a possible re-visitation of South 
Africa presently and he confirmed he 
has not got any proper methodology.

He noted: “No clubs in South Africa 
have reached me since I began to prog-
ress admirably.’’

Miquissone had been recruited by 
South Africa’s Mamelodi Sundowns 
before moving to Simba.

‘’I need to look further now, I would 
prefer not to say South African football 
is not acceptable however my aspira-
tion is to move further to Europe,’’ he 
disclosed.

“I had my time in South Africa and 
didn’t do well for different reasons 
however I regard that, I can’t say I will 
not return.’’

“It’s football, it’s about existence and 
on the off chance that they give me 

what I need or give me a chance where 
my agreement states I’m coming there 
to play first-group then no difficult I 
can return.”

Miquissone is accounted for to ac-
quire around R150 000 every month 
with the 21-time Vodacom Premier 
League champions.

The 25-year-old winger has arisen 
as quite possibly the most energiz-
ing abilities on the pitch since join-
ing the Mainland Tanzania Premier 
League’s defending champions after a 
disastrous stretch with Mamelodi Sun-
downs.

The Mozambique winger has pulled 
in interest from CR Belouizdad of Alge-
ria, DR Congo’s TP Mazembe, Al Hilal 
of Sudan, Al Ahly of Egypt and his pre-
vious club Sundowns.

He netted the all-important goal for 
Simba against CAF Champions League 
defending champions in a 1-0 win for 
the former at the Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium in Dar es Salaam.

Simba SC’s information officer, Haji 
Manara, disclosed that Miquissone will 
not be valued away for next to nothing.

“I need to make it clear that Luis is at 
present under agreement with Simba 
and his last offer cannot be short of 
what 1,000,000 euros, that is the last 
offer that Simba will acknowledge for 
the player to leave,” he said.

He said: “The current world spends 
more on euros so his offer can’t be ex-
actly that.”

Simba SC winger 
in pursuit of 
professional 
stint in Europe  

 By Correspondent Ismail Tano

R
UKWA’s Prisons’ assis-
tant coach, Shaban Ka-
zumba, has noted his 
team are keenly looking 

forward to coming up against Yan-
ga in the round of 16 of this season’s 
Azam Sports Federation Cup.

Prisons progressed to the event’s 
round of 16, commanding 3-1 win 
over Sahare All Stars, now based 
in Manyara, in the competition’s 
fourth round tie, which took place 
at Sheikh Amri Abeid Stadium in 
Arusha.

Kazumba had, before his squad’s 
match against Sahare, said that 
when they only knew that they 
would play against Yanga if they 
won, it boosted their morale as they 
wanted to lock horns with them.

“When my players knew we 
would play Yanga, if we would 
emerge victorious, their morale 
increased and now they will meet 
them in the next game,” he dis-
closed.

Kazumba said they want revenge 
after their previous encounter, a 
Premier League fixture, had seen 
them locked to a 1-1 draw.

 By Corresondent Nassir Nchimbi

KARAGWE District Commis-
sioner, Godfrey Mheruka, has 
asked soccer stakeholders and 
Kagera residents to continue 
backing Nyaishozi FC, the Kag-
era league champions who will 
battle it out in the 2021 Regional 
Champions League (RCL).

Nyaishozi have been drawn 
in the event’s Group D and they 
will play matches at Katavi cen-
ter, with the tournament sched-
uled to begin on Thursday.

 Mheruka issued the state-
ment on March 01 when he was 
receiving players’ jerseys and 
money for the team from their 
sponsors, Hlucky Kombucha In-
vestment Company, which pro-
duces Kombucha Ginger drink.

 He disclosed: “I call on all 
Kagera people and stakehold-
ers to continue to contribute to 
our team Nyaishozi, the Kagera 

regional league champions, but 
I also thank Karagwe people liv-
ing in Dar es Salaam and Jambo 
Bukoba, as they continue to 
present their contributions 
through WhatsApp, we have al-
ready received the cash.’’

 Mheruka congratulated 
Hlucky Kombucha Investment 
Company Director, Hamis Ju-
manne, who has been in the 
forefront of volunteering to en-
able the team to smoothly take 
part in the coming showdown.

Jumanne has moreover con-
tributed to various develop-
ment projects in Karagwe Dis-
trict. He was also seen organize 
various concerts to spot and 
promote youths’ sports talents 
in the district.

He said that his company 
has decided to support the 
Nyaishozi FC in a bid to back 
sports promotion in the region.

He has also aimed at suport-

ing efforts by Minister for In-
formation, Culture, Arts and 
Sports, Innocent Bashungwa, 
who is also Member of Parlia-
ment for Karagwe Constituen-
cy, to see to it the constituency 
excels in sports.

Jumanne stated Nyaishozi 
FC represents Karagwe District 
well and the team are now con-
tinuing to represent the region 
well in the RCL.

He moreover assured 
Nyaishozi FC that he will be in 
the forefront of working with 
the people and other sports 
stakeholders to support the 
squad so that it can win in the 
RCL top honour and, in the 
end, represent the distric in 
the national Second Division 
League.

Nyaishozi FC’s assistant 
coach, Jonson Majara, assured 
the people of Karagwe District 
and Kagera that the team are 

already in camp, which is well 
organized in collaboration with 
the technical bench and the 
team’s leadership.

The tactician stated they are 
seeking to make it a point the 
club returns with the RCL’s 
silverware.

He noted the feat will be quite 
interesting because Nyaishozi 
FC belongs to Karagwe District’s 
people, they are keeping on 
dedicating themselves to the 
team.

Assistant Secretary of the 
Kagera Regional Football 
Association, Majaliwa Said, 
thanked the people and all 
soccer stakeholders who 
continue to volunteer and 
support Nyaishozi FC as the 
side is still young.

Said promised to work with 
the team to ensure they emerge 
victorious in the league, which 
kicks off on March 4 in Katavi.

Kagera football outfit eyes success in Regional Champions League

Karagwe District Commissioner, Godfrey Mheruka (R), receives a sum of money from Hlucky Kombucha Investment Company Director, Hamis Jumanne, whose 
firm backs Kagera’s Nyaishozi FC, which will take part in this season’s Regional Champions League (RCL) kicking off in Katavi this week. Standing behind is a 
section of the Karagwe District’s defense and security committee’s members. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 

Prisons

He said he, thus, wants to 
see to it his squad wins the 
round of 16 clash and sail 
through to the quarterfinals.

“We are really eager to 
take on Yanga because they 
play a lot of football, they 
came to our home venue 
and we didn’t beat them, we 
will meet them in the next  
Azam Sports Federation Cup 
match,’’ he said.

Kazumba added that he 
does not see Yanga having 
the quality, which can help 
them get the better of Pris-

ons, given that they have dif-
ferent approach.

“We will beat them by ei-
ther two or three goals,’’ he 
noted.

Yanga advanced to the 
round of 16 after beating First 
Division League side, Ken 
Gold FC of Mbeya, 1-0 in a 
fourth round tie held at Uhu-
ru Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

Yanga’s head coach Cedric 
Kaze said his players need to 
win the Azam Sports Federa-
tion Cup competition’s title 
this season and he will make 

sure they win every game un-
til they qualify for the final.

“We need every trophy, we 
have started with the Mapin-
duzi Cup, we need to contin-
ue to work hard on the field 
for good results,” the coach 
disclosed.

This season’s Azam Sports 
Federation Cup’s quarterfinal 
stage match between Yanga 
and Prisons has been sched-
uled to take place on April 
3-4 at Nelson Mandela Sta-
dium, Sumbawanga.

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

AZAM FC’s management has made it clear 
that the club will this season not come out 
empty handed as it was the case in the pre-
vious season.

The outfit’s message goes directly to this 
season’s Vodacom Premier League and 
Azam Sports Federation Cup’s defending 
champions, Simba.

Simba have also made it clear that they 
need to defend their trophies, which are 
also courted by domestic top flight leaders, 
Yanga.

Azam FC’s information officer, Thabit Za-
karia, said that clinching either one of the 

major titles, or possibly both, is his outfit’s 
main goal for the 2020/21 season.

 He stated: “We have a good team with 
good players who are committed to excel-
ling on the pitch, with the way the competi-
tion goes and the way we get good results 
we will not go empty handed.’’

 “The goal is to see us win either two or 
one of the trophies in the league and the 
Azam Sports Federation. We need to take 
part in club tournaments in Africa and that 
will be fulfilled should fans support us,” he 
said.  Azam FC stays third in the top flight 
with 37 points after 21 matches and the 
squad has made it to the Azam Sports Fed-

eration Cup’s round of 16.
 The side edged Arusha’s Mbuni FC, which 

competes in the First Division League, 1-0 
in the Azam Sports Federation Cup’s fourth 
round clash.

 They will take on Polisi Tanzania Police 
in the showdown’s round of 16 clash at 
Azam Complex.

 Leading Azam FC’s striking force is Prince 
Dube with seven goals in the squad, which 
is led by head coach George Lwandamina.

Dube, within the Azam FC squad, has 
successfully fulfilled his role and he led the 
team to the round of 16 of the Federation 
Cup.

Azam FC still eager to lift Azam Sports Federation Cup trophy
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LEICESTER CITY: 
Keep finding nuggets 
and keep Vardy fit

Leicester’s 2015-16 
Premier League title 
triumph looks more 
miraculous with every 
passing season, but 
manager Brendan 
Rodgers has made the 
Foxes competitive again 
and they are now a 
genuine threat to the 
Big Six. Whether they 
can win the title again is 
debatable, but Leicester 
are a well-run club with 
a proven track record 
of finding top quality 
players for good value, 
so they will always be 
around the top six if 
they can maintain that 
formula.

Back in 2016, 
Leicester’s title success 
was built around 
transfer gems such as 
Jamie Vardy, N’Golo 
Kante and Riyad Mahrez 
and the current team 
is following a similar 
pattern with the likes of 
James Maddison, Wesley 
Fofana and James Justin. 
But to have any hope 
of catching Guardiola’s 
City -- who they beat 
5-2 at the Etihad earlier 
this season -- Leicester 
must unearth more 
stars this summer and 
somehow find a long-
term replacement for 
goal scorer Vardy, at the 
same time as ensuring 
that the 34-year-old can 
stay fit.

 

CHELSEA: Rebuild 
the midfield

Just like United, 
Chelsea have a number 
of holes to plug in their 
squad. Both clubs need 
better quality at centre-
half and centre-forward, 
while manager Thomas 
Tuchel would also 
benefit from big-money 
signings such as Timo 
Werner, Kai Havertz and 
Christian Pulisic growing 
into match-winners.

But the biggest area in 
need of reinforcement at 
Chelsea is the midfield, 
which can no longer 
rely on N’Golo Kante to 
dominate the centre of 
the pitch as he did in 
his first season at the 
club in 2016-17. Jorginho 
and Mateo Kovacic are 
good Premier League 
players without being 
outstanding while Billy 
Gilmour, at 19, still needs 
time to develop into a 
regular starter.

Right now, Chelsea lack 
the power to dominate 
and control games 
from midfield as they 
did when they had the 
likes of Frank Lampard, 
Claude Makelele and 
Michael Essien in their 
prime. Finding a new 
Lampard, Makelele or 
Essien is a tough task, 
but a stronger midfield 
would directly improve 
the defence and attack, 
so Chelsea need to 
unearth a player capable 
of doing just that.

is yet to solve Chelsea’s 
attacking problems 
since he replaced Frank 
Lampard.

 
LIVERPOOL: Get Van 

Dijk fit and press reset
On paper, Liverpool 

are the most likely 
challengers to 

 By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, 
ESPN FC 

THE 2020-21 Premier 
League title race has 
now become a battle 
for second place 
with Manchester City 
stretching their lead at 
the top to 12 points over 
the weekend.

A win at home to 
Wolves on Tuesday 
would take City 15 
points clear of the pack 
and register their 21st 
consecutive victory in 
all competitions, so the 
challenge of closing 
the gap next season is 
already focusing minds 
among rival clubs. And 
if City strike a deal to 
sign Lionel Messi this 
summer, their domestic 
challengers will have an 
even bigger task ahead 
of them in terms of 
beating Pep Guardiola’s 
team to silverware next 
season.

But now is the time 
that plans must be made 
by the Premier League’s 
top clubs to catch and 
overhaul City. They all 
have issues to address 
-- some with bigger 
problems than others 
-- but with this season’s 
title race as good as over, 
what do they need to 
do to make themselves 
strong enough to win the 
league next year?

M A N C H E S T E R 
UNITED: Find a goal 
scorer

Although manager Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer has 
moved United forward 
since he replaced Jose 
Mourinho in December 
2018, there are still 
plenty of areas in 
need of strengthening 
at Old Trafford. If 
money were no object 
then a commanding 
goalkeeper, world-class 
centre-half and prolific 
centre-forward would all 
arrive this summer.

But with finances 
impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it 
may be that United can 
only tick one of those 
boxes. If that’s the case, 
they simply have to put 
all their resources into 
signing a centre-forward 
capable of scoring at 
least 20 league goals a 
season.

Don’t be fooled by 
United’s status as the 
Premier League’s top 
scorers this season. 
Take away the nine 
they scored against 
Southampton and they 
would be fourth in the 
list. The best gauge of 
United’s lack of potency 
is their return of just 
ONE goal in seven league 
games so far against 
Tottenham Hotspur, 
Chelsea, Liverpool, 
Arsenal and Manchester 
City this season -- and 
that was a penalty in a 
6-1 defeat against Spurs.

United have had great 
goal scorers during 
the Premier League 
era including Ruud 
van Nistelrooy, Wayne 
Rooney and Robin van 
Persie. They now need 
to dig deep to fund a 
move for Erling Haaland, 
Harry Kane or, if a swap 
deal with Paul Pogba is 
on the cards, Cristiano 
Ronaldo because their 
current options simply 
don’t deliver when it 
matters.

 JOHANNESBURG

MAMELODI Sundowns owner Dr. Patrice 
Motsepe unveiled his 10-point manifesto for 
the Confederation of African Football (CAF) 
presidency in a press conference on Thursday as 
he looks to succeed Ahmad Ahmad as the head 
of African football and unite the continent in the 
process.

Revealing his plans at the Sandton Convention 
Centre, in Johannesburg, he gave a first glimpse 
of his vision for African football in the presence 
of supporters Danny Jordaan, the president of 
the South Africa Football Association; Dr Phillip 
Chiyangwa, president of the Council of Southern 
Africa Football Associations (COSAFA); Dr Irvin 
Khoza, chairman of South Africa’s Premier Soccer 
League; and South Africa’s sports minister, Nathi 
Mthethwa.

Central to Motsepe’s vision is his desire to 
reunite a continent fractured by the controversies 
and political machinations that overshadowed 
Ahmad’s time at the helm of CAF.

“I love football,” Motsepe said in launching his 
manifesto, setting the tone for a positive vision for 
African football. “I don’t think there is anyone on 
the continent who has lost more money to football 
than me. That’s what this sport means to me. We 
have to win. I want to use sport to unite Africa.

“Those who know [Africa’s] history know that 
we are all one people, these borders are artificial. 
We will succeed and make African football globally 
competitive. The test for me is what the results 
will be in two, three, four years from now.”

Underpinning Motsepe’s manifesto, the 
Sundowns owner outlined his intention to get 
greater exposure -- and therefore greater revenue 
-- for the sport in Africa.

“Football needs to be accessible to all corners of 
Africa,” he said. “Any TV rights companies who will 
give us quality service to achieve that objective 
are welcome to sit with us around a table.

“My No. 1 duty is to football, not to any club or 
any country. We are going to run CAF in a manner 
that is world class. We need honesty and we need 
transparency to build trust, bearing in mind that 
we have to use football to bring people together.”

Motsepe, who has built his reputation as a 
shrewd and ambitious football administrator 
during his tenure with Sundowns, delivered an 
outline of plans to oversee greater investment 
in each African country “through sponsorships, 
private sector and other partners.” He also vowed 
to invest in the continent’s football infrastructure.

In response to the ongoing accusations of 
financial mismanagement, corruption and 
nepotism that have blighted the organisation 
during Ahmad’s tenure, Motsepe shared that he 
planned to “implement and adhere to governance 
and auditing global best practices” while 
overseeing statutory reforms.

He also revealed intentions to partner with 
FIFA and other continental governing bodies, to 
establish Video Assistant Referees (VAR) across 
the continent, and to “protect the integrity [of ]” 
while “professionalizing” Africa’s referees.

Allaying concerns about a broader re-centring 
of African football governance, Motsepe dismissed 
rumours that he was considering moving CAF 
headquarters from Cairo to Johannesburg.

(Agencies)

Motsepe  now outlines CAF 
manifesto to ‘unite Africa’

Pep Guardiola

his credentials beyond 
all doubt, so the Everton 
board and director of 
football Marcel Brands 
must, given Ancelotti 
what he wants this 
summer to take the team 
to the next level.

 
ASTON VILLA: 

Keep Grealish and 
strengthen

Despite battling 
with relegation until 
the final week of last 
season, Aston Villa have 
sustained a push for 
European qualification 
this time around. Villa 
are still a work in 
progress under manager 
Dean Smith and remain 
heavily reliant on the 
creativity of midfielder 
Jack Grealish, so the 
priority is to introduce 
enough new quality 
into the squad to 
convince the England 
international to stay at 
Villa Park.

Nobody expects Villa 
to challenge for the 
title anytime soon, but 
keeping Grealish and 
making improvements 
in all areas could 
certainly help the club 
become a consistent top 
six challenger.

 
ARSENAL: Trust the 

kids -- and be patient
It is now 17 years 

since Arsenal won their 
last title, with Arsene 
Wenger’s Invincibles still 
the only side to win the 
Premier League without 
suffering a single defeat 
in a season.

Arsenal won’t be 
winning the league 
anytime in the 
immediate future, but 
after more than a decade 
of drift at the Emirates, 
there are positive signs in 
the shape of youngsters 
Bukayo Saka, Emile 
Smith Rowe and Gabriel 
Martinelli. Manager 
Mikel Arteta has given 
them the chance to 
shine this season and all 
three have grasped their 
opportunity, but Arteta 
needs time to overhaul 
a squad that still has too 
many under-performing 
senior players.

If Arsenal can keep 
their best young players 
and replace the fading 
stars with similarly 
promising youngsters, 
they can look forward 
to a brighter future. 
But they might be 
approaching the 20th 
anniversary of the 
“Invincibles,” in 2024, 
before they can seriously 
challenge for the title 
again.

What do clubs have to do to catch Man City next season? 

 LONDON

MANCHESTER City manager Pep Guardiola 
has warned his players that anyone believing the 
Premier League title is already won will be axed.

City are 12 points clear at the top with 12 games 
remaining but ahead of Wolves’ visit to the Etihad 
Stadium on Tuesday, Guardiola has warned he 
will be on the look-out for players he thinks are 
taking their foot off the pedal.

“When I feel that everyone is thinking the job 
is done, or how good it is, this guy is not going 
to play,” Guardiola told a news conference on 
Monday.

“I’m so intuitive to know exactly the guys who 
are not ready to continue what we have to do.”

City are on a 20-game winning run and have 
not lost since November but Guardiola insisted 
his players need to get better if they are to remain 
on course for an unprecedented quadruple of 
winning the Premier League title, Champions 
League, FA Cup and Carabao Cup.

“Always we can do better, that is the target,” 
Guardiola added. “Especially in the areas of the 
performance of the individuals we can improve. 
Every player can improve. When every individual 
player can improve, the team will improve.”

City were able to extend their lead at the top of 
the table over the weekend after the rest of the 
top five teams -- Manchester United, Leicester 
City, West Ham United and Chelsea -- all dropped 
points.

West Ham manager David Moyes described 
Guardiola’s team as “the best in Europe” after his 
side lost to City on Saturday.

However, Guardiola is still concerned they 
could collapse.

(Agencies)

Guardiola: I’ll axe players 
who think Prem is won

Manchester City next 
season, but everything 
revolves around Virgil 
van Dijk returning to 
fitness and his place in 
the back four. Liverpool 
simply haven’t been the 
same since the 29-year-
old centre-half suffered a 
cruciate ligament injury 
in October. Van Dijk’s 
absence has affected 
every area of the pitch, 
with the defence losing 
its leader and organiser 
and full-backs Andy 
Robertson and Trent 
Alexander-Arnold being 
exposed defensively.

It has also has 
knock-ons further up 
the pitch, with the 
midfield weakened 
due to manager Jurgen 
Klopp having to use 
Fabinho and/or Jordan 
Henderson as makeshift 
centre-halves. Without 
the drive of those two in 
midfield, Liverpool have 
been unable to dominate 
opponents, and chances 
for their forwards have 
reduced dramatically.

Getting Van Dijk back 
is crucial. Yes, there are 
other areas in need of 
attention, with Liverpool 
needing to find a younger 
version of Henderson, 
but everything revolves 
around Van Dijk. With 
him back in the team, 
Liverpool can challenge 
again.

 

HOTSPUR: Replace 
Lloris and keep Kane

Jose Mourinho will 
hope that Spurs are now 
back on track this season 
after Sunday’s 4-0 win 
against Burnley revived 
prospects of Champions 
League qualification, 
but if the club are to 
challenge for the title 
next season, there is 
plenty of work to be 
done.

The priority, as 
always, will be to 
ensure that centre-

forward Harry Kane 
resists the temptation 
to move elsewhere. 
With Kane, Spurs can 
beat anyone, and his 
partnership with Son 
Heung-min is as potent 
as any in the Premier 
League. Mourinho has 
the quality within his 
squad to sustain a title 
challenge, but he needs 
the likes of midfielder 
Tanguy Ndombele and 
defender Davinson 
Sanchez to develop 
more consistency.

At the back, however, 
the time has come to 
find a replacement for 
captain and goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris. The France 
No. 1 has been among the 
best in the world at times 
during his career, but 
he is no longer in that 
bracket. Spurs would 
be stronger, and more 
capable of sustaining a 
title challenge, with a 
better goalkeeper.

What about the rest? 
This season’s title race 
has been enlivened by 
the likes of West Ham, 
Everton and Aston 
Villa challenging for a 
top-four finish, while 
Arsenal continue to 
under-perform in the 
league as they look 
set to miss out on the 
Champions League 
for a fifth consecutive 
season. But can any of 
those clubs do anything 
over the summer to take 
them to another level 
next season and make 
themselves serious top 
four contenders or even 
higher?

 

WEST HAM UNITED: 
Allow Moyes to build

West Ham are 
exceeding all 
expectations this season, 
with the Hammers 
sitting in fourth position, 
a point clear of Chelsea, 

with 12 games to play. 
The club harbours 
ambitions of becoming 
a force to rival London’s 
traditional big three of 
Chelsea, Arsenal and 
Spurs, but it will need 
a period of growth and 
consistency to achieve 
that goal.

Patience has always 
been in short supply at 
West Ham, though, so 
the club needs to buck 
its own trend and allow 
manager David Moyes 
the time to build solid 
foundations and make 
the team as consistent 
and competitive as the 
Scot made Everton 
during his 11-year spell in 
charge at Goodison Park. 
Keeping Declan Rice and 
Tomas Soucek at the 
club this summer, when 
big-money offers are 
sure to come in, would 
be a big step in the right 
direction.

 
EVERTON: Back 

Ancelotti
Carlo Ancelotti has 

transformed the mood 
at Everton, on and off 
the pitch, since taking 
charge as manager in 
December 2019 and the 
three-time Champions 
League winner has put 
the team on course for 
a top-four finish this 
season.

Last summer, Ancelotti 
pushed the club to 
deliver the transfer 
targets he wanted and 
made sure that James 
Rodriguez, Abdoulaye 
Doucoure and Allan 
were added to his squad. 
All three players have 
made a big contribution 
this season, while 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin, 
Lucas Digne and Michael 
Keane have all improved 
dramatically under 
Ancelotti’s management.

The Italian has proved 
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Kagera Sugar ready for Azam FC in Premier League          

By Correspondent Joseph Mchek-
adona

K
AGERA Sugar Foot-
ball Club’s head 
coach, Mecky Mex-
ime, says his team 

are ready for this afternoon’s 
Vodacom Premier League 
match against Azam FC, to be 
played at Kaitaba Stadium in 
Kagera.

Mexime said they are keen 
on collecting maximum points 
against Azam, who are placed 
third in the league’s standing 
after amassing 37 points from 
21 matches.

The head coach said play-
ing against Azam FC wil not 
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Kagera Sugar. PHOTO: COURTESY OF KAGERA SUGAR

Msuva targets 
to excel in 
2021 CAF CL

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

WYDAD Casablanca’s winger, Tanzanian Simon 
Msuva, has scored his first goal in this season’s CAF 
Champions League’s clash pitting his side against Kai-
zer Chief of South Africa, as the former posted 4-0 
victory last weekend.

After the victory, Msuva said he believed they 
would win the match but he did not expect such a big 
victory due to the quality of Kaizer Chiefs.

He disclosed that the goal he scored would open 
the way for him to score many goals in CAF Champi-
ons League.

He said he would work as hard as he could to score 
as many goals as he believes his team can win the pre-
mier continental tournament at club level, with the 
competition’s previous season’s title being held by 
Egypt’s Al Ahly.

“I really wanted to net in the CAF Champions 
League, my dream has already come true this goal 
has raised my morale and I wanted to score more in 
the tournament, where we meet different types of 
players in terms of their standards,” he said.

“When you prove your worth against highly skilled 
teams and players with high standards, it helps you 
build your confidence, that is why I enjoy this cham-
pionship,” he said.

As a result, Msuva’s team have dropped Tanzania’s 
Simba to third place in the overall standings of the 
teams with the best results after the second round of 
the Champions League.

Simba, despite having six points, now occupy third 
place in the overall standings consisting of 16 teams, 
behind Wydad and Mamelodi Sundowns of South Af-
rica, the first two have the best goal difference.

Wydad Casablanca Wydad Casablanca are cur-
rently placed second in Morocco’s Botola Pro league 
with 18 points after taking part in seven mathes with 
a game in hand.

They are level on points with league leaders Raja 
Casablanca who sit on top of the table with 18 points 
with many goals scored ahead of Wydad.

 Wydad Athletic Club commonly known as WAC or 
simply as Wydad, also called The Reds is a Moroccan 
sports club based in Casablanca, Morocco.

 Wydad AC is considered to be one of the best and 
most successful football teams in Africa, the most 
popular club in Morocco.

 Msuva is the top scorer with 45 goals in the history 
of foreign players who played in Botola Pro League.

 He joined the Reds of Morocco from the league’s 
other outfit Difaâ El Jadida where he netted 43 goals 
in 90 outings, the winger already has two goals under 
his sleeves for Wydad.

 Msuva, who started his career with Tanzania’s 
Azam FC, served the club for 2010/11 season, taking 
part in 35 matches and scoring 11 goals, before mov-
ing to Moro United where he played for one season, 
again scoring 15 goals in 37 games.

 Later on in 2012 he joined Yanga and he six years 
at the club. He took part in 94 games and netted 43 
goals.

 Msuva has made 61 Appearance with senior na-
tional soccer squad, Taifa Stars, since his debut in 
2012, and he has managed to score important 13 goals 
for the squad.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Tembo Warriors storm into TCA T20 Super League final 
By Guardian Reporter

TEMBO Warriors cricketers 
have made it to this season’s Tan-
zania Cricket Association (TCA) 
Reliance T20 Super League’s 
final with comprehensive nine-
wicket victory over Serengeti Gi-
ants in the last four clash, which 
took place in Dar es Salaam last 
weekend.

The semi-final’s eventual win-
ners were set to lock horns with 
Ngorongoro Titans in the final 
the same weekend, given the Ti-
tans posted a six-wicket victory 
over Kilimanjaro Aces in the first 
of the last four stage’s fixtures.

In the second of the last 
four clashes, Serengeti Giants 
notched 105 runs for the loss of 
six wickets in 20 overs after they 
had batted first.

Gifted all-rounder Ejaz Aziz, 
who had opened the team’s in-
nings, ended two runs short of a 
half century and played a pivotal 
role in seeing to it they record an 
imposing total.

He notched four fours in his in-
nings, putting his aggressiveness 
with the bat to show.

He was so far the most impres-
sive player during Serengeti Gi-
ants’ turn with the bat, with fel-
low players failing to live up to 
expectations.

The club’s quest for posting a 
much better score faced a blow 
the first few overs, considering 
Aziz’s fellow opener, Jumanne 
Mohamed, lasted a few overs 
with nine runs to his name. 

A section of the squad’s reli-
able players, deployed as top 
order batsmen, were sent back 
the pavilion in quick succession 
to further weaken the team’s re-
solve.

Left handed batsman, Seif 
Khalifa, ended a run short dou-
ble digit score, with his effort to 
make his presence count having 
been brought to a halt by Tembo 

be easy for Kagera Sugar but they are 
prepared for the assignment.

Kagera Sugar are placed 12th in the 
domestic top flight after posting 24 
points.

“We are looking forward to our game 
against Azam FC. They are a good side 
ladden with talented and experienced 
players, buut we will play our game as 
the aim is to collect maximum points,” 
he said.

In Kagera Sugar’s previous three 
games in the Premier League, the 
team had mixed fortunes.

They draw 3-3 with league leaders 

Yanga at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam, they later lost 3-0 to Ki-
nondoni Municipal Council (KMC) FC.

Kagera Sugar went on to book a 
place in the Azam Sports Federation 
Cup (ASFC)’s round of 16, posting 2-0 
victory over Dar es Salaam’s Eagles 
Stars in the event’s fourth round clash.

Azam FC’s information officer, 
Thabit Zacharia, stated they know 
how Kagera Sugar play and they are 
prepared for the match.

“But obviously the fact that they are 
at home gives them a boost, but we 
are well prepared for the encounter as 

Tembo Warriors cricket outfit’s all-rounder, Ivan Ismail (R), receives man of the 
match present from Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA)’s Chairman, Premji 
Pindoria, upon the completion of the side’s 2021 TCA Reliance T20 Super 
League’s last four encounter with Serengeti Giants, held in Dar es Salaam last 
weekend. Tembo Warriors won by nine wickets. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TCA

the aim is to collect all the maximum 
points,’’ he said.

In other matches today, Mwadui FC 
that is anchoring the league table with 
15 points from 21 fixtures host the 
country representatives in this sea-
son’s CAF Confederation Cup’s group 
stage, Namungo FC.

Namungo sith 14th with 21 points 
from 16 fixtures they have taken part 
in.

The other game today will involve 
Premier League’s new entrants, Ihefu 
FC, which will host fellow top flight 
debutants, Gwambina FC, at High-
lands Park Stadium in Mbarali.

The two teams have 20 points 
apiece, but Gwambina FC, positioned 
15th, has taken part in 19 outings, 
while the hosts have played 21 and are 
positioned 16th.

Ihefu FC, positioned in the top flight 
relegation zone, will be hoping for the 
win so as to increase the team’s chanc-
es of remaining in the elite league.

The Coast Region’s Mabatini venue 
will host a match between the sixth 
and seventh placed teams, Ruvu 
Shooting and Dodoma Jiji FC.

Both teams have played 21 games 
and they have 31 points, only that the 
hosts have a superior goal difference.

Coastal Union will tomorrow host 
Yanga at Mkwakwani Stadium in Tan-
ga, Mtibwa Sugar welcome Biashara 
United.

In the day’s other ties, Polisi Tanza-
nia will host KMC FC and they will as 
well be a clash pitting Tanzania Pris-
ons against Mbeya City FC at Sokoine 
Stadium.

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TEN Tanzania wheelchair tennis players are ex-
pected to represent the country in the coming Nai-
robi Open Championship slated for the end of May, 
Tanzania Wheelchair Tennis Association disclosed 
yesterday.

Riziki Salum who doubles as the team’s head coach 
and the association’s secretary general, said the play-
ers are attending intensive training sessions ahead of 
the Kenya Open which is the biggest event on Kenya 
tennis calendar.

Salum could not mention the players who will 
make the trip, saying the technical panel will an-
nounce them soon.

He said the three-day tournament is sheduled for 
May 26-28 in Nairobi and the team is expected to de-
part for Kenya on May 23. The contingent will consist 
of six boys, four girls and two officials.

“The players are now attending non-residential 
training at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC) as it 
has been the case in the previous tournaments, our 
target is to perform well at the event,” he said.

He, however, appealed to well-wishers to help the 
association secure 4.6m/- which will be used for 
helping the side’s trip, accommodation and other 
expenses.

The Nairobi Open Championship always attracts 
many players from Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Ethiopia, Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC), Burundi and hosts, Kenya.

Tanzania’s wheelchair tennis team have in the past 
competed at BNP Paribas World Team Cup in Turkey 
and Italy.

BNP Paribas World Team Cup is the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation (ITF) flagship tournament 
for wheelchair tennis. Teams compete at the event 
through qualification at zonal level.

Wheelchair tennis 
players to take part 
in Nairobi Open 
Championship

Warriors’ Jatin Darji, who caught 
the performer from ‘s Alhaj 
Sadick bowling.

Youthful all-rounder, Salmini 
Yusuph, deployed as middle or-
der batsman, chipped in with 19 
runs not out, which included a 
four.

Experienced Tembo Warriors’ 
player, Vishal Patel, and Suraj 
Pala ended with two wickets 
apiece.

Pala gave away 14 runs in four 
overs, Patel gave away 28 runs in 
four overs.

Tembo Warriors, led talented 
all-rounder Ivan Ismail, com-
fortably got down to successful 
chase, posting 110 runs for one 
wicket in 13.5 overs.

Ismail put his no nonsense 
quality to show, blasting 66 runs 
not out to catapult Tembo War-
riors to victory.

They had a good start to the 
innings, given opening batsman 
Jatin Darji scored 28 runs.

Much as the experienced play-
er’s presence at the crease was 
brought to an end by Serengeti 
Giants’ Mohamed, Tembo War-
riors’ depth in batting gave them 
an edge.

Ismail ferociously cracked 
balls to push the squad’s total 
and he set up a solid partnership 
with Issa Kikasi to make certain 
of the side’s triumph. Kikasi 
scored six runs not out.

The semi-final, dubbed ‘ 
Eliminator’, involved teams 
which ended third and fourth 
in the TCA Reliance T20 Super 
League’s group stage.

Reliance Insurance are main 
sponsors for the tournament, 
which is organized by the na-
tional cricket governing body in 
a bid to boost cricket promotion 
at the domestic level.

The showdown’s co-sponsors 
are Sayona Drinks Ltd, Unity 
Computers, Sterling, Pepsi, Ha-
rab Motors and G1 Security.
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