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13WAtumIshI housIng hAs All unIt tItles FoR DAR, DoDomA pRojectsBy Property Watch Reporter

P ROSPECTIVE property buyers of Watumishi Housing Company Limited’s houses and apartments I Dar es Salaam and Dodoma will immediately get their title deeds and unit trusts once they pay for them.
WHC’s CEO, Dr Fred Msemwa said in Dar es Salaam this week that the state developer which has hundreds of completed housing, apartments and commercial building proper-ties countrywide has no challenge of the docu-ments.

“We have already got unit titles for Bunju, Magomeni and Dodoma and we are process-ing others for Gezaulole,” Dr Msemwa said while acknowledging that banks and other property financiers are struggling to get the documents.
He pointed out that both unit titles and ti-tle deeds take time to process but explained that for WHC, it has been relatively smooth to get the documents which help buyers access mortgage loans from financial institutions.Banks and buyers of single unit houses and apartments have been complaining against delays in processing of title deeds and unit ti-tles by Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development officials which has denied them access to loans.

Whc’s gezaulole houses in Dar es salaam. 

The WHC chief executive conceded that the com-plaints have been around for some time now but acknowledged that progress has been made. “This is not true because both title deeds and unit titles take same time to process and a lot of progress has been made in speeding up the exercise,” he noted.Established in 2013 as a public entity, WHC is a property developer and a licensed fund manager for management of civil servants Real Estate Invest-ment Trust (WHC-REIT). WHC-REIT was licensed by Capital Market and Security Authority in 2015 and became the first fully-fledged REIT to be established in Tanzania and East Africa. 
As a property developer, WHC-REIT is the main implementer of the Tanzania Public Servant Hous-ing Scheme tasked with building of 50,000 housing units in five phases commencing 2014/15 fiscal year. Houses shall be sold under mortgage arrangements, hire purchase/rent to own, progressive payments and upfront cash to public servants, private sector employees and other members of pension funds (PSSSF, NSSF and NHIF) across Tanzania and Dias-pora. 

However, under this scenario, Public servants shall continue to buy houses and shall be given preferential treatment whenever there is a compe-tition for few houses. Investment through REITs is a new concept in Tanzania and yet it provides an immense opportunity for the general public to participate and create personal wealth as well as contribute towards overall economic develop-ment, the WHC said on its website.NAIROBI

CENTuM Real Estate plans to issue a Sh4 billion bond to finance ongoing housing pro-jects, marking its first major borrowing since turning into a cash-generating unit in 2018. The firm, a subsidiary of the Nairobi bourse-listed Centum 

Investment Company , said it is prepared to take as high as Sh6 billion should investors’ appe-tite exceed the targeted sum.
Centum Real Estate manag-ing director Samuel Kariuki said the three-year bond with zero coupon will first be issued as a private placement, but later on introduced at the NSE for trad-

ing. “Proceeds from the bond will be allocated exclusively to the subsidiary’s ongoing afford-able, middle-income and high-end housing projects in Kenya,” said Mr Kariuki.
Centum said the bond is un-dergoing regulatory approvals, with issuance expected in the coming weeks. The bond issu-

ance comes at a time the firm has approved a project pipeline of 4,426 residential units, with the first phase of 2,000 units be-ing either under construction or pre-selling.
Centum Investment Group re-organised its business into pri-vate equity, marketable securi-ties and real estate subsidiaries. 

Centum Real estate is the hold-ing company for Vipingo Devel-opment Limited at the Kenyan Coast, Pearl Marina Estates Lim-ited in uganda, uhuru Heights Limited in Nairobi and Centum Development Kenya Limited.
The company said investors will buy the bond at discounted rate of a three-year Treasury 

bond, plus a market-determined margin, allowing them a return on maturity. “The zero coupon means that for the three years that the bond will be in place, it will not be paying any quarterly or half year interest. The income the investors are making is the discount that the bond will be is-sued at,” said Mr Kariuki.

The bond will be secured by the ongoing projects, with de-posit collections flowing into a sinking fund as an innovative solution to protect bond hold-ers’ money and finance the redemption. “We have a receiv-able of Sh6.8 billion from the sold units, which more than cov-ers the bond redemption value. 

centum ReAl estAte unIt geARs up FoR sh4bn housIng bonD
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Mwinyi Zanzibar president-elect

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

By Guardian Reporters

ZanZibar presidential candidate (CCM) Dr 
Hussein ali Mwinyi was late yesterday declared 
winner of Tuesday’s poll after garnering 380,402 
(or 76.27 per cent) of the 498,786 votes cast.

Long-serving politician Seif Shariff Hamad  of 
alliance for Change and Transparency (aCT-
Wazalendo) meanwhile came second with 99,103 
(or 19.87 per cent) lof the votes cast.

according to the Zanzibar Electoral Commission 
(ZEC), 566,352 people registered for the election - 
so the turnout comes to 88.07 per cent.

Meanwhile, the opposition has lost virtually all 
its strongholds. as we went to press, there was  only 
one report of an opposition parliamentary win - 
for Mtwara rural constituency, where one-time 
cabinet minister Hawa Ghasia lost to a Civic United 
Front (CUF) contestant.

The main opposition Chadema had lost to the 
ruling CCM all the parliamentary constituencies it 
has been holding for years.

Provisional results of Wednesday’s General 
Election released yesterday by national Electoral 
Commission (nEC) returning officers show that 
CCM has made inroads into Chadema strongholds, 
snatching constituencies for long perceived as 
loyal to the opposition.

Constituencies that have gone to the ruling party 
include Moshi Urban, which Chadema won in the 

first multiparty election (in 1995) and defended in 
subsequent elections (2000, 2005, 2010 and 2015).

announcing the results, returning officer 
Michael Mwandezi said CCM candidate Priscus 
Tarimo garnered 31,169 votes, beating raymond 
Mboya (Chadema) who polled 22,555 votes.

Chadema national chairman Freeman Mbowe 
lost his homeground Hai seat he held for the past 
decade. results announced yesterday declared 
Saashisha Mafuwe (CCM) winner after garnering 
89,786 votes against 27,684 for the former MP.

another key constituency snatched from the 
opposition is arusha Urban, held by the opposition 
since the first multiparty election when nCCr-
Mageuzi cadre Makongoro nyerere triumphed.

CCM regained the seat in the next general 
election, and then before Chadema bounced back 
in the 2010 polls. its new MP is former arusha 
regional commissioner Mrisho Gambo.

another big loss for Chadema is Mbeya Urban, 
known for its vibrant youthful militants. The 
constituency massively voted for the youthful, 
rapper-turned-politician Joseph Mbilinyi alias 
Sugu in two consecutive elections, but results 
announced yesterday declared Deputy Speaker Dr 
Tulia ackson Mwansasu the winner after polling 
75,225 votes against Mbilinyi’s 37,591.

CCM also grabbed from Chadema the iringa 
Urban constituency, with Jesca Msambatavangu 
scooping 36,034 against former lawmaker rev 
Peter Msigwa’s 19,331.

rombo constituency is also back in CCM’s hands, 
ousting Joseph Selasini (Chadema) for Prof adolf 
Mkenda – who got 48,122 votes, defeating Patrick 
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By Guardian Reporters

OPPOSiTiOn contenders for the Union and 
Zanzibar presidency posts Tundu Lissu (Chadema) 
and Seif Sharif Hamad (aCT-Wazalendo), respectively, 
have rejected provisional results being announced, 
saying they will not recognise the final outcome.

Speaking separately yesterday, the contenders 
cited the barring of their agents from accessing 
polling centre as the main reason for the objecton. 

addressing a press conference in Dar es Salaam, 
Lissu alleged that the figures being announced by 
the national Electoral Commission (nEC) cannot be 
verified.

“We do not recognise what happened yesterday 
(Wednesday) because it was marred by irregularities 
in all stages,” he said.

“The results that the electoral commission 
continues to announce today are, therefore, 
illegitimate. They do not reflect the true will of the 
millions of Tanzanian people who turned up at 
polling stations.”

Lissu said his party will not accept any results 
from the polls and called on the masses to “take the 
matter in their own hands” by engaging in peaceful 
demonstrations.

Speaking in Zanzibar, Hamad, who was seeking 
for the sixth time to lead the islands, read from the 
same script as Lissu, calling on Zanzibaris to take 
to the streets for peaceful demonstrations for an 
unspecified period of time.

Hamad said the election in the isles ere tampered 
with, charging that his party’s agents were not fully 
allowed into polling stations and even the few who 
were granted permission were harassed.

“Our agents were denied the voters list and when 
they queried why certain people were allowed to vote 
more than once, they were accused of disturbing the 
peace,” he said.

Speaking at the Vuga area aCT-Wazalendo 

...Lissu, Hamad reject 
provisional results

Tundu Lissu, opposition Chadema’s candidate for the Tanzanian Presidency in the just-ended General Election, addresses journalists at Dar 
es Salaam residence yesterday on the poll results until then announced by the National Electoral Commission. He is flanked by his running-
mate, Salum Mwalimu (L), and the party’s Secretary General, John Mnyika. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

headquarters, Hamad said the results for 
parliamentary polls, the Zanzibar House of 
representative and ward councillorship seats were 
cooked by the Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC).

“We are going to demand justice through 
demonstration after it has been denied through 
democratic means. Let’s meet at Michenzani 
(grounds) and start marching,” he announced.

after concluding the press conference, Hamad 
led other aCT-Wazalendo officials in a walk towards 
Michenzani. after half-an-hour, an uproar could be 
heard from Michenzani and Darajani with people 
running in all directions.

apart from the handling of their agents, the 
opposition parties also alleged widespread ballot 
stuffing. nEC chairman Judge (rtd) Semistocles 
Kaijage dismissed these claims, saying they were 
unsubstantiated.   
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T
HErE will doubtless still be 
people out there questioning 
the level of the political 
maturity and seriousness 

of Tanzanians as a nation, doubting 
whether it would have been possible 
for us to have months of non-violent 
General Election campaigns and later 
on polling day itself and thereafter.

Others may have been wondering 
whether indeed we could have 
midwifed simultaneous transparent, 
fair, free and peaceful presidential, 
parliamentary and civic elections 
across our geographically vast country.

This year’s eventful countdown to the 
eagerly awaited and widely observed 
General Election on October 28 will 
surely have proved all these doubting 
Thomas and prophets of doom awfully 
wrong.

There will be those who had predicted 
violence during the campaign period 
and thereafter. However, judging 
by what we have witnessed so far, 
Tanzanians have generally maintained 
the spirit of peace, love, harmony and 
unity which has won them proverbial 
acclaim transcending territorial 

boundaries.
There were also be those who, sad 

to say, will have tried hard to instill 
fear and panic among Tanzanians and 
resident foreign nationals and even 
foreign tourists with regard to what 
those doomsayers saw as the aftermath 
of the General Election campaigns. We 
pray for a sustained continuation of 
total failure of their ill motives.

For years, some of our security agents 
were associated with the creation of 
the impression that it was impossible 
for our people to hold peaceful 
demonstrations or peaceful campaign 
rallies. However, looking at how peace 
has generally blossomed during the 
past two months or so, including on 
polling day and soon thereafter, that 
impression is unfounded.

We, the people of Tanzania, have – 
in our tens of millions –proved to all 
and sundry that we can hold peaceful 
General Election campaigns, provided 
that all parties to the process observe 
the law and generally play by the rules.

There’s no doubt that this will go 
down in history as one of the most 

General Election is gone, 
Tanzania must soldier on
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We are going 
to demand 
justice through 
demonstration 
after it has been 
denied through 
democratic 
means. Let’s meet 
at Michenzani 
(grounds) and start 
marching

nWins 76.27 pc of votes in results issued by Zanzibar Electoral Commission
nUpset mood on Mainland as opposition gets one parliamentary seat so far
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Assenga of Chadema (9,519). Elsewhere, 
in Longido (Arusha), Dr Steven Kiruswa 
(CCM) was declared winner after 
getting 61,885 votes against Pauline 
Laizer (Chadema) who garnered 1,037 
votes.

In Tanga Urban, Ummy Mwalimu 
(CCM) emerged winner with 114,445 
votes, while Mussa Mbarouk(CUF) 
obtained 7,497.

In Kisesa, (Simiyu), Luhaga Mpina 
(CCM) retained his seat with 18,335 
votes against 14,944 for his Chadema 
rival, Francis Kichabi.

In Korogwe Urban constituency, 
Alfred Kimea (CCM) won with 16,969 
votes and the other contestants shared 

the remaining ballots with Winjones 
Clerente (Chadema) polling 2,116 
ballots, Amina Magogo (CUF) 1,497 and 
Bahati Chirwa (ACT-Wazalendo) 304.

In Handeni constituency, Reuben 
Kwagilwa of CCM won with 15,241 
votes against Sonia Magogo (CUF) who 
collected 6,114.

In Nzega Urban, Hussein Bashe 
(CCM) won after scooping 16,082 votes 
against Maria Atonga (Chadema) with 
2,663 votes, Antony Sambali (ACT-
Wazalendo) with 166 and Masoud 
Salumu (CUF) with 162.

In Geita Urban, Constantine Kanyasu 
(CCM) scooped 30,277 votes against 
Upendo Peneza (Chadema) with 17,272, 
Emmanuel Otto (ACT-Wazalendo) 260, 
Francis Mahenge (CCK) 245, Michael 
Peter (CUF) 101 and Wilbert Maganga 
(NCCR-Mageuzi) 50.

For Singida East, Miraji Mtaturu 
(CCM) won by 25,913 votes against 
Hemed Kurungu (Chadema) with 
16,546 while in Singida West, Elibariki 
Kingu (CCM) emerged the winner after 
garneriong 32,450 votes against Hemed 
Ramadhani (Chadema) with 7,650.

In Nkenge (Kagera Region) Innocent 
Kyombo (CCM) won 58,051 votes 
against Magreth Kyai (Chadema) with 
4,803 and Leonard Kabaka (ACT-
Wazalendo) getting 621 votes

In Monduli, Fredrick Lowassa (CCM) 
stacked 78,307 votes against Cecilia 
Ndosi (Chadema) who got 4,637, 
Mwahija Choga (ACT-Wazalendo) 485 
votes and Awamu Kijuu (NRA) 145.

In Kahama Urban (Shinyanga), 
Jumanne Kishimba (CCM) won with 
35,709 votes over Thadeo Asseche 
(Chadema) with 10,740, Idsam 

Mapande (ACT-Wazalendo) 1,094, 
Pastor Hosea Paul (CUF) 420, Ibrahim 
Kwikima (NCCR-Mageuzi) 335 and Zaid 
Muyoba (DP) 74 ballots.

In Kishapu, Boniphace Butondo 
(CCM) scooped 54,864 votes and Idd 
Amri (Chadema) 9,903.

In Mpanda Urban (Katavi), Sebastian 
Kapufi (CCM) polled 24,020 votes 
against Rhoda Kunchela (Chadema) 
with 13,611, Stanslaus Kisesa (ACT-
Wazalendo) 289 and Aron Ndimubenya 
(CUF) 66.

In Mpanda Rural, Selemani Kakoso 

(CCM) emerged the winner with 
35,092 votes, eclipsing Emmanuel 
Lusambo (Chadema) with 5,350, 
Juliana Mwakangwali (ACT-Wazalendo) 
with 2,841 and Mariam Mabuga (NCCR-
Mageuzi) with 237.

In Tarime Rural (Mara Region), 
Mwita Waitara (CCM) won with 35,758 
votes against John Heche (Chadema) 
who got 18,757 and Charles Meera (ACT-
Wazalendo) with 941.

In Tarime Urban, Michael Kembaki 
(CCM) won with 18,235 votes at the 
expense of Esther Matiko (Chadema) 
who collected 10,873, Ryoba Magwi 
(ACT-Wazalendo) 265, Tangori Zacharia 
(CUF) 43; Elias Nyagabona (NCCR-
Mageuzi) 143 and Wambura Chacha 
(SAU) 42 ballots.

FROM PAGE 1

Godfrey Chipungu (C), immediate past councillor for Dodoma’s Nzuguni ward on the opposition Chadema ticket, visibly 
inconsolable shortly after the results of Wednesday’s election showed that he had lost his re-election bid to ruling CCM 
candidate Aloyce Luhenga. Photo Guardian Correspondent

By Special Correspondent

TOURISM companies in the East African 
Community (EAC) bloc are to market the 
region as a single tourism destination as part 
of a recovery plan for the virus-hit industry, 

officials said on Wednesday.
This will involve developing special tour 

packages for the region covering airfare, 
popular attractions, and accommodation at 
reasonable rates, according to Fred Odek, 
the outgoing chairperson of the East Africa 

Collective push planned to 
boost East Africa tourism

Mwinyi Zanzibar president-elect

Riot police officers on patrol outside the Nzuguni ward executive officer’s office in suburban Dodoma yesterday after 
enraged residents swarmed into the area, demanding the release of councillorship election results. Photo: Correspondent 
Ibrahim Joseph

Tourism Platform (EATP), 
a grouping of private 
tourism firms in the 
region.

The EAC is a regional 
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organisation founded in 
1967 that currently has six 
partner states: Burundi, 
Kenya, Rwanda, South 
Sudan, Tanzania, and 
Uganda.

Odek said the plan is 
aimed at addressing the 
challenges brought by the 
COVID-19 crisis and taking 
the tourism industry back 
to the pre-pandemic level.

Tourism in the region 
was badly hit, with the 
sector poised to face 92% 
slowdown in cash flows 
as the pandemic brought 
international travel to a 
grinding halt, according to 
a recent report by the East 
Africa Business Council.

Tourism contributes an 
average of 8.1% to the EAC 
bloc’s GDP, 17.2% to export 
earnings, and accounted 
for 7.1% of employment in 
the region, the report said.

Four of the bloc’s 
members – Rwanda, 
Kenya, Uganda, and 
Tanzania – have earned 
the World Travel and 
Tourism Council’s health 
and safety approval and 
have been designated as 
safe travel destinations.

Tourism contributes 
an average of 8.1% 
to the EAC bloc’s 
GDP, 17.2% to export 
earnings, and 
accounted for 7.1% of 
employment in the 
region, the report 
said.
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By Guardian 

Correspondent, Dodoma

DODOMA City 
residents are required 
to adopt the habit of 
taking their livestock to 
the veterinary laboratory 
in the Central Zone for 
examination whenever 
they become sick.

The call was made by 
the Head of Livestock and 
Fisheries Department 
from Dodoma City 
Council, Gratian Mwesiga 
at the opening of a 
joint meeting involving 
livestock experts and 
Tanzania Veterinary 
Laboratory Agency 
(TVLA) for the Central 
Zone.

Mwesiga said the 
meeting was important 
for the development of 
Dodoma residents as 
the department is in the 
country’s capital city.

He said all diseases 
would first be diagnosed 
before treatment is 
undertaken, and called 
on livestock keepers 
to refuse treatment of 
their animals before 
laboratory examination. 

Mwesiga also called 
on livestock keepers 
and producers of 
animal feed to grab the 
services provided by the 
laboratory to examine 
the quality of the animal 
feed.

“This is important; you 
can make efforts to treat 
all the diseases affecting 
your animals, but if the 
animal feed is of poor 
quality, the animals may 
continue dying.

TVLA Central Zone 
Manager, Dr Japhet 
Nkangaga said among 
other things, the meeting 
aimed to sample various 
strategies.

He said Dodoma City 
is experiencing influx 
of both people and 
livestock, hence livestock 
experts have the 
responsibility to protect 
all animals’ diseases that 
might jump to humans.

He said TVLA was working together 
with the City Council because it has 
the authority in the livestock down to 

wards and streets level. 
He said if an animal is treated 

without following procedures, and the 

human consumes its meat, still there 
will be chemical remains in the animal.

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

IN Zanzibar, CCM bagged all 32 seats in 
Unguja for Isle’s House of Representatives. 
They are Donge where Dr Khalid Salum 
Mohammed garnered 9,696 votes against 
ACT-Wazalendo’s Pavu Juma who polled 501.

Another is Mahonda where Asha 
Abdalla Mussa was declared the winner 
after collecting 9,729 votes against ACT-
Wazalendo’s Juma Hassan who got 1,349 and 
Chadema’s Tajo Khamis Omar who polled 
1,092.

Mtumwa Peya Yussuf was declared 
representative for Bumbwini constituency 
after poling 10,348 votes, beating Zuhura 
Juma of ACT-Wazalendo who got 2,410 votes 
and CUF’s Ali Ameir who polled 169.

In Chaani constituency, Nadir Abdu-latif 
Yussuf was named as the representative-
elect after collecting 10,197 against ACT-

Wazalendo’s Khamis Ali Juma who got 1,055 
votes.

Abdallah Abass was declared winner for 
Nungwi seat after collecting 7,513 votes, 
defeating Chadema’s Khamis Juma Shomar 
who polled 2,378 and CUF’s Juma Simai 
Omar (1,016).

In Tumbatu constituency, CCM’s Haji Omar 
Kheir sailed through unopposed.

In Kijini, Juma Makungu Juma was 
declared the winner after bagging 6,957 
votes, defeating challenger Asha Abdalla 
Ramadhan of CUF who polled 1,826.

Haji Shaaban Wazir was named winner of 
Uzini seat after getting 16,276 votes against 
ACT-Wazalendo’s Hamran Naimu who got 
990 votes.

In Chwaka constituency, Issa Haji Gavu was 
declared the winner after collecting 9,302 
votes against ACT-Wazalendo’s contender 
who polled 1,133.

CCM wins all seats in Unguja for 
Z’bar House of Representatives

Dodoma residents urged to take
sick animals to veterinary labs

Saadani conservation officer Gabriel Genda inspects the canoe said to have been used in ferrying 42 immigrants arrested recently along the Bagamoyo 
stretch of the Indian Ocean shores. Photo: Correspondent Óscar Kasimiri
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE South Korean government plans to 
facilitate and look for various opportunities within 
and outside the country for 1,000 vulnerable 
groups in Dodoma Region.

The groups’ chairman, Christopher Dioniz, 
told reporters here mid this week that the 1,000 
groups would be merged into one group – New 
Development Village that has already been 
registered by Dodoma City Council.   

“The group will be known by that name derived 
from Korean language (Seamaul Undong), which 
also exists in Korea which has benefited a lot of 
people in the poor communities just like those in 
Tanzania,” he said. 

He said through the new group, members 
thereof could pool together efforts to strengthen 
their various economic activities for income 
generation and their economic wellbeing.

“We expect to launch the group in January next 
year since at the moment the country is in the 
midst of election,” he said, adding that the timing 
would also provide some national leaders to 
attend, including the Korean Ambassador. 

He said they have been provided with the 
opportunity from the government of South Korea 

because many vulnerable groups in Dodoma City 
have been doing well in regard to zero interest 
loans provided by Dodoma city Council.

“In the last five years Dodoma city Council 
provided loans amounting to 5.2bn/- for the 
vulnerable groups. 

Story on Page 7

South Korea to facilitate 1,000 
vulnerable groups in Dodoma 

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

BASHART Rehman Butt, Sheikh from Ahmaddiya Islamic 
sect has called upon religious leaders in the country to pray 
for the elected leaders to work together for the development 
of the people.

He said the prayers should also be for the leaders to resolve 
their political and ideological differences so that everyone 
should be committed in the national development.

The cleric told newsmen here on Wednesday at the event 
to mark Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) birth (Maulid).

Bashart said the prayers were essential for the elected 
leaders to enable them remove their differences during the 
election process.

The Ahmaddiya Islamic Organisation also called on 
all Muslims to celebrate Maulid Day by reminding them 
to remember people with disabilities and those in other 
vulnerable groups.  

Bashart said among Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) teachings 
is to remember people with disabilities, hence able Muslims 
should remember them at all times.

Muslims were also called to remember the sick in hospitals, 
prisoners languishing in jails and others in vulnerable 
groups.

He also called on them to abide by Islam teachings 
by implementing them in deeds and avoid hatred and 
disparagement in the community surrounding them. 

He said there were many people in various vulnerable 
groups in the community who were in dire need for 
assistance, hence it was the responsibility for Muslims to 
assist them in remembrance of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Islamic cleric tells 
elected leaders to 
work for national 
development

The group will be known 
by that name derived 
from Korean language 
(Seamaul Undong), 
which also exists 
in Korea which has 
benefited a lot of people 
in the poor communities 
just like those in 
Tanzania

A resident of 
Nzuguni on 
the outskirts 
of Dodoma 
city overcome 
with sadness 
yesterday, 
reportedly 
upon learning 
that her 
parliamentary 
candidate of 
choice had lost 
Wednesday’s 
contest.  Photo: 
Correspondent 
Ibrahim Joseph

 NAIROBI

THE Covid-19 death toll in Kenya has risen to 964 after 14 
patients succumbed to the virus in the last 24 hours, Health 
Cabinet Secretary Mutahi Kagwe said yesterday.

Addressing country officials in charge of health on 
Thursday in Mombasa, Kagwe also announced that 
confirmed cases in the country now stand at 52,612 after 761 
people tested positive, from a sample size of 4,830 people 
who were tested in the last 24 hours. 

He said there has been a spike in the number of positive 
cases, patients in hospitals as well as daily fatalities. “In July 
we were at 13 percent positivity rate but yesterday and today 
we are at 15 percent,” he said.

The CS urged the public to take the first responsibility for 
the containment of the virus. “The first responsibility on 
containment is individuals. We might escalate measures. 
Containment is a matter for all individuals to adhere to. 
Remain disciplined, wear face masks and wash your hands,” 
he stated.

He also challenged officials to mobilise containment 
measures in the counties, underlining that the ministry is 
working with the Ministry of Education in monitoring the 
situation in learning institutions.

“If the trend changes we will take measures in affected 
schools, instead of closing all schools,” he declared.

The CS said that he new cases include 711 Kenyans and 50 
are foreigners. In terms of gender 503 are males and 258 are 
females, the youngest being a one-year old baby while the 
oldest is 92 years old, he added.

More deaths as 
new COVID-19 
cases pile up
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

DODOMA City Council has instructed 
Mohammed Builders, the contractor for the 
18bn/- project of Phase I of the Government City 
Complex project to hand over the project by 
December 30 this year. 

The instruction was given by the Dodoma City 
Director Joseph Mafuru when he and his team 
inspected the progress of the Complex at Mtumba 
area,

“I have come with my management team to 
remind the contractor that according to the 
signed contract, the project is supposed to be 
completed by December 30 this year, fortunately 
they say that was no problem, they will complete 
the project by December 30 this year,” Mafuru 
said.

Mafuru also said the complex has been built 
within the government area at Mtumba.

He added: “The complex was in four phases, 
the first of which was now in the final stages of 
completion and I am informed it is 60 per cent 
complete.”

Mafuru also appealed to businessmen and 
other investors to come up and visit the project 
for the purpose of renting office/business places.

He said the complex will have various areas for 
investment, including business, apartments, big 
shops and financial institutions.

He said the complex will also have a big 
conference hall to hold 500 people.

“The government area in Dodoma expects to 
have many visitors seeking government services, 
diplomats, and other government officials from 
within and outside the country,” Mafuru added.

Damian Merinyo, the engineer from 
Mohammedi Builders said by December 30 this 
year the project will be complete and handed 
over to the City Council, and that from now on 
work will be done day and night.

Hand government’s City 
Complex over by Dec 30, 
director orders contractor 

By Special Correspondent

ALTHOUGH the aquaculture sector in sub-Saharan Africa 
has been projected to grow faster than in any other region of 
the world in the next 10 years, it has shown a worrying slow-
down since 2018 – a trend that must be urgently reversed.

This was the key message delivered by Dr Abebe Haile 
Gabriel, FAO’s Assistant Director-General for Africa, who in-
troduced the FAO’s Regional Review of Aquaculture of Sub 
Saharan Africa, which was delivered via a webinar yesterday.

As Dr Gabriel noted, despite the sector recording an im-
pressive average annual growth rate of 11 percent between 
2000 and 2018, capture fisheries still account for 92 percent 
of the region’s fish and seafood consumption, well below the 
48 percent recorded as the global average, and the region ac-
counts for less than 10 percent of global aquaculture produc-
tion. Moreover, the last two years have not been good for the 
sector.

“Growth has slowed since 2018, mainly due to seaweed 
disease and infections,” he noted, with Africa’s seaweed 
harvests falling from a peak of 200,000 tonnes in 2012 to 
112,000 tonnes in 2018.

Other major limiting factors he highlighted included grow-
ing competition from foreign imports and the difficulty of ac-
cessing affordable loans for aquaculture projects.

“In some countries banks charge up to 35 percent inter-
est for loans, with a very short period for repayment. This 
simple example illustrates how businesses, if not aligned 
to external capital, face insurmountable challenges, which 
means that entrepreneurs often invest in other sectors,” he 
observed.

“There has also been the perception that aquaculture is 
technically complex and capital intensive and many coun-
tries do not have appropriate legislation to ensure the sus-
tained growth of the sector,” added Dr Gabriel.

He went on to summarise his concerns over the decline in 
aquaculture growth since 2018.

“The recent slow-down is very worrying for the sector’s 
future and its potential contribution to food security and nu-
trition, as well as a generation of opportunities for economic 
growth in Africa. The Covid-19 pandemic has further compli-
cated the problem and the restrictive measures introduced 
to contain the spread of the virus have impacted supply 
chains,” urged Dr Gabriel.

He then listed some of the most promising avenues for en-
suring that the sector could be developed.

“Concerted and urgent actions are needed to reverse 
this negative trend. There is a great potential to tap into, to 
promote aquaculture in Africa – the application of science, 
technology, innovation, as well as through improved policy 
frameworks. Sustainable intensification, innovative value 
chains and improved policy and regulatory frameworks are 
essential for realising the potential of aquaculture develop-
ment in Africa,” Dr Gabriel reflected.

“A productive aquaculture sector could help to deliver 
diversified economies and livelihoods beyond land-based 
activities, while contributing to the UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, but African aquaculture needs to attract in-
vestment, really from financial institutions, to support new 
proposals from African development institutions and en-
courage young African entrepreneurs,” he argued.

“FAO continues to be committed to support the efforts of 
these countries and our partners to realise this huge poten-
tial,” concluded Dr Gabriel.

Concerns abound on 
sub-Saharan Africa’s 
aquaculture growth

Jesca Msambatavangu, the ruling CCM’s Iringa Urban parliamentary candidate, celebrates her victory yesterday shortly after being declared 
the winner. She garnered 36,034 votes against the 19,331 the constituency’s former legislator, Rev Peter Msigwa of the opposition Chadema, 
ended up with. Photo: Correspondent Friday Simbaya

There has also been the 
perception that aquaculture 
is technically complex and 
capital intensive and many 
countries do not have 
appropriate legislation 
to ensure the sustained 
growth of the sector

“The government area in Dodoma 
expects to have many visitors seeking 
government services, diplomats, and 
other government officials from within 
and outside the country”
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By Guardian Reporter

A Chinese government official has said his the country is 
trying to reduce reliance on US and Brazil, but African pro-
duction levels are too low to make a real difference.

It is the latest African nation to sign a deal for agricultural 
products with Beijing, which has pledged to expand imports.

China, the world’s biggest importer of soybeans, is open-
ing its market to Tanzania as it seeks to reduce its reliance on 
the United States and Brazil for supplies of the oilseed.

Wu Peng, director of African affairs at China’s foreign min-
istry, said an agreement had been reached on Monday for 
Tanzania to start exporting soybeans to the country.

He said it was in line with Beijing’s pledge to support Afri-
can nations by expanding imports, especially beyond natu-
ral resources – made during the Forum on China-Africa Co-
operation in 2018. “Both China and Africa stand to benefit 
from stronger trade ties,” Wu added.

At present, China’s imports from Africa are dominated 
by natural resources such as crude oil, copper, cobalt, iron 
ore and diamonds, which it buys to meet its industrial and 
manufacturing needs.

In return, Africa imports machinery, electronics and man-
ufactured consumer goods from China.

Tanzania is the latest African nation to sign a deal with Bei-
jing allowing agricultural exports into the country, helping to 
narrow the trade deficit which has been mostly in China’s fa-
vour. Other African countries with such deals include Kenya 
(avocados, tea, coffee and roses), Ethiopia (coffee and soy-
beans), Namibia (beef ), Botswana (beef and by-products), 
South Africa (fruit) and Rwanda (coffee).

There is a sizeable trade gap between Tanzania and China. 
In 2018, China bought goods worth US$393.92 million from 
Tanzania – mainly sesame, sisal, tobacco and cashew nuts, 
according to the China Africa Research Initiative at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Advanced International Stud-
ies. Beijing meanwhile exported goods worth some US$3.59 
billion to Tanzania that year.

Mbelwa Kairuki, Tanzania’s ambassador to China, told 
Beijing-based consultancy Development Reimagined in an 
interview earlier this month that China was ranked fifth on 
Tanzania’s export list and it accounted for 3.9 per cent of the 
country’s total exports.

China is also Tanzania’s top buyer of sesame seeds, ac-
counting for 80 per cent of exports, he said.

“In 2019, we made US$164.5 million from our exports of 
sesame to China alone,” Kairuki was quoted as saying.

China is the world’s biggest importer of soybeans, with 
only about 15 million tonnes produced locally a year. Photo: 
Xinhua

Tanzania’s embassy in Beijing said China’s demand for 
soybeans was estimated at 103 million tonnes per year – 15 
million of which are produced locally with the rest imported.

“Tanzania joins the list of countries that are allowed to 
capitalise on the huge export soybean market,” the embassy 
said of the new deal, adding that it “opens up new opportu-
nities for Tanzanian farmers to find a reliable market for the 
product”. 

Soybeans are a key source of protein for animal feed and 
edible oil in China.

Most are sourced from Brazil, the US and Argentina, and 
in Africa the only other supplier is Ethiopia, which accounts 
for a tiny portion of the imports. Other producers in Africa 
include South Africa, Nigeria and Zambia.

China bought 9.79 million tonnes of the oilseed in Sep-
tember, up 19 per cent from a year earlier, Chinese customs 
data shows. Nearly three-quarters of those imports came 
from Brazil – the biggest producer and exporter of soybeans 
– while the US supplied 12 per cent, according to S&P Global 
Platts. But China is expected to ramp up its soybean imports 
from the US as part of its commitment under a phase one 
trade deal to buy at least US$200 billion more in goods and 
services over two years.

Mark Bohlund, a senior credit research analyst at REDD 
Intelligence, said there were signs that African agricultural 
imports to the Chinese market from countries like Kenya 
and Tanzania were increasing, but they were still at a very 
small scale.

By Special Correspondent

THE study, carried out by an interna-
tional consortium led by the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine 
and the University Of Maryland School 
of Medicine, is the first meta-analysis 
of preventive malaria treatments in 
school-age children.

The team collected data from 11 dif-
ferent clinical trials that tested anti-ma-
larial drugs in 15,000 children, ages 5-15, 
who live in seven different countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Half received pre-
ventive malaria treatment while the oth-
er half either received placebo or were 
not treated as controls.

Preventive drugs were given as often 
as once a month or as rarely as once a 
year, depending on the study. The chil-
dren were monitored for an average of 
43 weeks. Six of the clinical trials looked 
at cognitive function between children 
who received anti-malarial drugs and 
those who did not.

Overall, the team found that preven-
tive treatment against malaria in all ma-
laria transmission situations reduced 
malaria prevalence in school children 

by 46% and subsequent clinical malaria 
cases by 50%.

Preventive treatment offered school 
children uniform protection regard-
less of cessation of transmission – from 
areas where the underlying malaria 
prevalence was greater than 50% and 
less than 10%. Preventive treatment 
also reduced cases of anemia in school 
children by 15% and was associated with 
improved learning in children over 10 
years of age.

It is estimated that 3.4 billion people 
are at risk of malaria worldwide, and 
400,000 die from the disease every 
year, according to the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO). While the WHO rec-
ommends interim preventive treatment 
for pregnant women, infants and young 
children in some malaria-endemic ar-
eas, it has not made recommendations 
for school-age children. This is despite 
growing evidence that the use of these 
preventive mediations prevents infec-
tion.

Dr Matthew Chico, Assistant Professor 
of Public Health at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and sen-
ior author, said: “School-age children in 

malaria-endemic areas in sub-Saharan 
Africa are at significant risk of infection 
and often need to be infected Reservoir 
for human-to-human transmission.

“Our study shows that preventive 
treatment of malaria in school-age chil-
dren reduces the exposure to malaria 
in this age group. Combined with a ma-
laria vaccine and bed nets treated with 
insecticides, a tripartite approach could 
potentially be just the thing to eradicat-
ing malaria. ”

Malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes 
infected with a parasite and remains 
widespread in Africa, Central and South 
America, and Southeast Asia.

Malaria can cause a fever, headache, 
and chills, as well as anemia, as the para-
site destroys red blood cells. Anemia 
can lead to severe fatigue, headaches, 
developmental delays, and poor school 
performance. Malaria can also lead to 
organ failure and, if left untreated, be fa-
tal. Public health campaigns to provide 
antimalarial drugs to school-age chil-
dren can be a way to improve the health 
and well-being of children, as well as re-
ducing the spread of the disease in com-
munities with endemic malaria.

Preventive drugs cut malaria cases in 
half amongst African school children

China to start buying 
Tanzanian soybeans 
to reduce reliance on 
Brazil, United States

Christopher Dioniz, chairman of a Dodoma Region group of youths and women with disabilities, briefs journalists 
yesterday on how the group’s 1,000-plus members will soon land support with which to facilitate the sale of their products 
in Tanzania and outside the country. Photo: Correspondent Paul Mabeja
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T
ANZANIA’S capacity for 
industrial innovation is 
entering a high-status sphere 
of creativity with electric cars 

set to be assembled under a project based 
in Geita Region.

This will be thanks to joint efforts by 
authorities in the region and Geita Gold 
Mine (GGM), a subsidiary of canadian 
gold miner barrick Gold corporation, via 
Twiga Minerals.

There is also the auxiliary role of the 
college of Engineering and Technology 
(coET) of the University of Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM) – as a partner or consulting 
engineers. but it was evident from the 
project’s formal inauguration or mention 
that the Tanzanian government wasn’t a 
solid party to the deal.

It is interesting that Geita regional 
authorities and GGM could think of 
chipping into the electric car market this 
early, before it even becomes fashionable 
in Western countries – and, then, without 
an element of direct competition say 
between US and chinese firms.

Unless there are stakeholders behind 
the partners not being shown in public, 
no element of major motor companies 
in the West or Asia is involved but a local 
consortium, whose premise is the sort 
of surpluses that the miner disposes, 
depending on how far GGM can exercise 
operational autonomy from Twiga 
Minerals or barrick. but that may be a 
different matter.

A presentation on the project was made 
by Geita regional commissioner Robert 
Gabriel, an engineer with a considerable 

profile in how the project came up.
He himself visited UDSM and 

specifically coET to promote the plan, 
and in various internet write-ups on the 
basis of interviews with GGM officials, the 
critical element there is vehicle battery 
manufacturing.

Once the design of that component mas 
well as its costing and integration with 
wider feasibility of a car manufacturing 
project are settled, the rest promises to be 
relatively straightforward.

Ordinarily, this is an area where 
proverbial angels ‘fear to tread’, but a local 
start-up consultancy and a gold miner are 
ready to walk into it.

Hearing of this plan, some Tanzanian 
observers were questioning what was 
happening to Tanzania’s own Nyumbu 
vehicle assembly project, which never 
really took off.

Equally dormant was the vehicle 
assembling project by Swedish giant 
Scania that appears to have been 
overtaken by importing far cheaper 
chinese models.

This is to suggest that precedent isn’t 
really in the local innovators’ favour as to 
the viability of a motor vehicle project in 
Tanzania, but chances are that things may 
have changed, at least technology-wise.

It is too early to consider this (Geita) 
project a done deal, to start seeing 
Tanzania as a rather special newcomer 
to the galaxy of low-middle-income 
economies around the world – even 
being ready to rise to higher status if the 
country can fruitfully move into electric 
car manufacturing.

Electric car manufacturing project 
will take Tanzania to higher status

By Robert Roy Britt

L
EST there were any doubts 
about the White House’s 
coronavirus pandemic 
response plans, President 

Trump’s chief of staff, Mark Meadows, 
made the approach clear over the 
weekend.

The apparent “plan” is to give up on 
prevention efforts and allow the virus 
to spread as much as possible – rip off 
the band-Aid and see what happens.

“We’re not going to control the 
pandemic. We are going to control the 
fact that we get vaccines, therapeutics, 
and other mitigations,” Meadows said 
on Sunday.

Scientists studying the spread of 
the coronavirus say that because 
therapeutics have yet to offer any “cure” 
for covid-19, and given that widespread 
deployment of any successful vaccine 
is months away, the “let ’er rip” strategy 
is a capitulation to the coronavirus 
and a death sentence for 500,000 to 
perhaps 2 million Americans.

Herd mentality
The White House has embraced an 

idea called “natural herd immunity”, 
whereby enough people have been 
infected and supposedly have 
immunity to a disease so that it dies 
out. but some 40per cent to 70 per 
cent of the population would have 
to be infected before herd immunity 
might significantly slow the spread of 
the coronavirus – and that assumes 
infected people developing lasting 
immunity, which is not known.

Along the way, hospitals would 
be inundated – many already are – 
and already exhausted doctors and 
nurses, angry and frustrated by federal 
inaction, will be overwhelmed.

“Proponents of natural herd 
immunity never seem to spend much 
time on this part of it: What happens 
when there are so many covid-19 cases 
in a given community that health care 
has to be rationed? I’ll tell you what 
happens. People die,” says Angela 
Rasmussen, PhD, a virologist at the 
columbia University Mailman School 
of Public Health.

Already the pandemic has killed 
thousands more Americans than the 
official count. Total deaths are fairly 
consistent from year to year but so 
far this year, compared to the past, an 
excess of deaths has been revealed in 
two separate studies.

Only about two-thirds of these excess 
deaths have been attributed officially 
to covid-19. Some of the remainder 
are thought to be covid-19 deaths 
that weren’t counted as such, with the 
rest due to inadequate medical care 
because it was either unavailable or not 
sought for fear of catching the virus.

‘Herd immunity’ a weaponised 
word

Meadow’s comments should come 
as no surprise. After months of White 
House denials over the seriousness 

of the virus, with President Donald 
Trump repeatedly saying that it 
would just disappear or magically go 
away, and amid an outbreak in the 
White House itself and continued 
resistance to simple but effective 
measures like masking up, the nation 
is poised at a precarious moment: the 
rapidly accelerating rise in infections 
nationwide has the nation is on the 
verge of an explosion in infections this 
winter.

Proponents of natural herd immunity 
argue that the most vulnerable people 
in the population can be protected 
while the virus is allowed to circulate 
freely among other people. That’s 
disproved by the fact that deaths are 
rising again in nursing homes.

“I think we can only expect increases 
in introductions into nursing homes,” 
Marc Lipsitch, PhD, a professor of 
epidemiology and director of the 
centre for communicable Disease 
Dynamics at Harvard T.H. chan School 
of Public Health, told journalists at a 
recent press conference.

Scientists say herd immunity is 
meant to refer to effects achieved 
through a successful vaccine. Leading 
scientists view the notion of “natural 
herd immunity” as an immoral 
approach to protecting public health.

Lipsitch says the term confuses more 
than it informs, noting: “People are just 
weaponising the word.”

What should be done?
Scientists and health experts have 

for months been calling for a layered 
approach to pandemic mitigation. The 
layers build in four interdependent 
stages and depend on coherent, 
coordinated communication from 
political leaders and health experts.

One: foremost are behaviours 
everyone can take if encouraged or 
required to do so: masking, avoiding 
large crowds and social distancing, 
creating better ventilation and air 
filtration, and hand-washing.

Two: Only when behaviours have 
slowed the spread can widespread 
testing and contact tracing be effective. 

Scientists say that when outbreaks 
become as widespread as they are now, 
testing struggles to catch up with the 
problem.

Three: Scientists believe that 
pharmaceutical interventions that 
help people survive infections are 
beginning to lower the covid-19 death 
rate. However, Lipsitch points out that 
there are no hard data on this yet. And 
given that the number of daily deaths is 
rising again, it’s clear that no treatment 
is anywhere close to being a cure. There 
are more than 20 treatments being 
studied, and only one, remdesivir, 
has received fDA (US food and Drug 
Authority) approval.

four: Ultimately, hopefully, one or 
more vaccines, if they work well and 
the vast majority of people get them, 
can create what scientists call herd 
immunity and the virus will have few 
places to go.

“What we need to do is make sure that 
we have the proper mitigation factors, 
whether it’s therapies or vaccines or 
treatments, to make sure that people 
don’t die from this,” Meadows said.

In dismissing the behavioural 
precautions and failing to lead an effort 
at sufficient, widespread and rapid 
testing, the administration has set the 
stage for the acceleration of cases we 
see today. This is according to Michael 
Mina, MD, an assistant professor of 
epidemiology at Harvard T.H. chan 
School of Public Health.

“The hope and the expectation for 
a vaccine has effectively paralysed 
effective control of this virus,” Mina 
told a group of reporters on October 23.

An old trope: like the flu
Asked why he said the United States 

will not control the virus, Meadows said: 
“because it is a contagious virus, just 
like the flu.” Indeed, the coronavirus 
is highly contagious. but its effects are 
nothing like those of the flu.

No flu strain has killed more than 
116,000 Americans in 101 years, while 
this coronavirus has already taken 
more than 225,000 lives. And contrary 
to popular depiction, the virus has 

been unusually deadly for younger and 
middle-aged adults, too.

While in raw numbers more older 
people have died from covid-19, the 
percentage increase in deaths is highest 
among people aged from 25 to 44.

“covid-19 is not like Influenza,” 
tweeted Krutika Kuppalli, MD, a clinical 
professor of infectious diseases at 
Stanford University School of Medicine, 
adding: “It is at least 5x deadlier for 
those admitted to the hospital and 
causes long-term side-effects leading to 
morbidity which is yet unclear.”

Already some hospitals in the United 
States are filling up with covid-19 
patients, from Oklahoma to North 
Dakota to Utah, in a repeat of outbreaks 
that affected only a few states earlier 
this year. Infectious disease experts 
say that, more than any other single 
step, ensuring the use of masks for all 
Americans could immediately help 
slow the spread of covid-19.

“It’s high time we pursued a national 
mask mandate,” Scott Gottlieb, MD, 
former head of the US-fDA, writes in a 
new Wall Street Journal op-ed.

“We’re dangerously behind the curve 
in confronting rising covid-19 spread 
across the US. We need to maximise 
steps that are less intrusive now; so that 
we can minimise those that are more 
disruptive later,” he says.

Ryan Radecki, MD, an assistant 
professor of emergency medicine and 
medical informatics at the University 
of Texas McGovern Medical School, 
meanwhile ridiculed the White House 
strategy in a Twitter post, invoking 
John f. Kennedy’s 1962 call to go to the 
moon.

“We choose to not control the 
pandemic… and do the other things, 
because it’s just too hard; because that 
goal would serve to measure the best 
of our energies and skills, because 
that challenge is one that we are not 
willing to accept, one we are willing to 
postpone,” Radecki wrote.

“To say we simply aren’t going 
to try and control covid-19 invites 
catastrophic avoidable suffering,” he 
added.

Giving up on prevention is death sentence 
for hundreds of thousands more Americans

General Election is gone, 
Tanzania must soldier on
memorable elections in our country.

As the political parties wound up their 
campaigns, most only a day to polling 
day, most Tanzania watchers reached 
for comment concurred that Tanzanians 
have shown an enviably high level of 
political maturity and seriousness.

This is not to belittle or ignore the fact 
that a number of intermittent hiccups 
punctuated the run-up to polling day. 
Admittedly, quite a few were witnessed, 
and the process was by no means without 
blemish. We believe, though, that these 
will be handled to satisfaction through the 
relevant processes and mechanisms. 

However, it still would be no 
exaggeration saying that we zealously 
aimed for perfection and have ended not 
very far from the zone of excellence.

We are wide awake to the fact that 
campaigning is but just part of the 
hugely sophisticated and vastly involving 
electoral process. It’s the bridge to the 
ballot box. Easily the most crucial part, 
which could either destroy or build 
the nation, would be this Wednesday – 
October 28 – when over 29 million people 
were expected to cast their votes.

In Africa, we have on several occasions 
witnessed elections triggering or at 
least fuelling despair, anguish and 
pain, often followed by untold though 
largely needless and therefore avoidable 
violence.

Turmoil ensued primarily because 
there were those who felt that their votes 
had been stolen or because the defeated 
side, whether the opposition or the ruling 
party, flatly refused to concede defeat.

We sincerely believe Wednesday’s 
General Election will have stood as 
transparent, free and fair – and therefore 
as credible – as humanly possible. but 
to guarantee this, all parties ought to 
appreciate the fact that this country is 
much bigger and much more important 
than any particular political or other 
institution and any particular individual 
or groups.

Meanwhile, those in charge of managing 
the electoral process – in this particular 
case, the National Electoral commission 
(NEc) and Zanzibar Electoral commission 
(ZEc) – ought to have proved that they 
acted and behaved as fairly and justly as 
demanded by the laws of the land.

Though the extent to which the two 
commissions are free from interference 
may be subject to debate from some 

quarters, the fact is that they are duty 
bound to ensure the holding and delivery 
of a transparent, free and fair General 
Election.

The State, through its security and other 
organs, are always likewise expected 
to appreciate the fact that it is there to 
protect and ensure justice to the nation as 
a whole and not just particular players or 
parties.

In the event of the election living up to 
expectations as free, fair and transparent, 
whichever party must loses should 
readily concede defeat. The words “free”, 
“fair” and “transparent”are often simple 
to pronounce but difficult to implement, 
particularly in our part of the world – 
where the growth of democracy is a 
relatively recent phenomenon – but 
also in what may be termed “mature 
democracies”.

Accordingly, we strongly urge all 
politicians and other stakeholders to 
consider it a moral obligation to refrain 
from uttering inflammatory statements 
– whatever the outcome of Wednesday’s 
voting.

We also appeal to voters to refrain from 
any acts of violence, regardless of the level 
of their desperation or anger – and to our 
law-enforcement agents to act fairly and 
professionally when handling security 
issues during these tense and trying times.

We say this because we are in for 
extremely tense moments and any 
inflammatory utterances can turn highly 
inflammable.

Tanzanians need and deserve 
transparent, free, fair, peaceful and 
therefore credible elections. When voters 
cast their ballots, their voices must be 
heard and heeded – and every vote should 
be counted.

We should therefore let hope conquer 
fear, let justice triumph and, above all, let 
our people decide freely and fairly who 
should be their next President, their next 
lawmaker and their next councillor.

This time around, and as always, voters’ 
voices must be respected and nurtured, 
no matter the outcome of the actual 
voting. It’s only when justice prevails 
that peace blossoms and democracy 
flourishes.

In the circumstances, for us as 
Tanzanians, the ball is squarely in our 
very own court. We are both the players 
and the referees. Let’s move ahead fully 
aware that Tanzania ought to survive and 
thrive well beyond general elections.

From Page 1
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By Correspondent Crispin Gerald
 
PaLM oil  as one of the economic and food plants in the 

country has been cultivated in Kigoma for many years with-
out yielding any remarkable development in the value chain.

Palm oil value chain is underdeveloped and faces several 
confounding constraints which result in low productivity 
from local trees and lack of investment in the industry.

 farmers in Kigoma almost uniformly cultivate low-yield-
ing dura variety oil palm trees that have been spreading 
through natural succession and human exploitation for more 
than 100 years.

 One among the challenges identified to retard back the devel-
opment of the crop, include deteriorating of its quality caused by 
poor methods of postharvest handling employed in the extrac-
tion, processing and storage.

farmers produce fresh fruit bunches (ffBs) and either pro-
cess them on farm by human-powered machines or sell to other 
farmers who process them along with their own fresh bunches.

the recent data shows that agricultural production estimates 
for palm oil in tanzania, vary drastically between 200,000 – 
500,000 metric tonnes.

according to the research conducted by researcher, food sci-
ence and postharvest technology from Mbeya university of Sci-
ence and technology Zaharan Hussein, shows that crude palm 
oil   is highly susceptible to  quality  deterioration  caused by 
unfavourable changes in odour, colour, taste, flavour and aroma. 

 the situation results in postharvest loss of product and farm-
ers’ income due to the lower  portion of a product market, cur-
rently not more than two percent of the national market share.

 “the aim of this study was to investigate factors contributing 
to the quality deterioration of locally processed crude palm oil, 
but also to compare the impact of oil extraction methods; tra-
ditional approach versus semi-mechanized approaches, cou-
pled with or without postharvest handling practices of fruits, 
respectively,” he said.

 But also to establish the most appropriate extraction ap-
proach, packaging and storage life of crude palm oil.

  the researcher said that palm fruits were extracted by 
traditional and semi-mechanized approaches, and packed 
in glass bottles, metal cans and plastic containers and subse-
quently subjected to a storage period of 6 months.

 Indicators of oil quality deterioration which include per-
oxide value (PV), free fatty acid (ffa) and moisture content 
were evaluated with a view of identifying the relative influ-
ence of the extraction approach, packaging type and storage 
duration coupled with their possible interaction in either re-
tarding or improving palm oil quality.

 In his research based upon the ‘Kilimo kwanza research 
projects’ and funded by the Commission for Science and 
technology (COSteCH) initiative of the Ministry of educa-
tion, Science and technology, carried out in Kyela district, 
Mbeya region, revealed that the existing postharvest han-
dling practices of palm fruits accelerate the quality deterio-
ration of crude palm oil.

 “Crude oil from the extraction approach two (semi-mech-
anized approaches) had 91 percent lower free fatty acid, 27 
percent lower and 86 percent lower in comparison to crude 
palm oil from extraction approach I which is traditional,” he 
said.

  Irrespective of extraction approach, the effect of pack-
aging on quality indicators  of crude palm oil showed that 
plastic containers had better storage in comparison to glass 
bottles and metal containers. Increase in quality indicators 
free fatty acid, peroxide  value and moisture content were 
significantly influenced by the increase in storage duration.

  “the research shows that good postharvest handling of 
palm fruits (approach II) should be promoted to reduce the 
quality deterioration of crude palm oil,” adding that, use of 
plastic or dark coloured containers and cool, dark storage 
is recommended for shelf stability or (extended shelf life) of 
crude palm oil during long term storage,” said the researcher.

Highlights
according to Hussein, postharvest handling practices of 

palm fruits accelerate quality deterioration of crude palm oil 
irrespective of the traditional or semi-mechanised method of 
extraction used.

Increase in storage duration, increased the quality dete-
rioration of crude palm oil, as indicated by increased quality 
indicators including free fatty acid (ffa), peroxide value and 
moisture content.  

Plastic or dark-coloured containers and cool, dark storage 
are recommended for the extended shelf life of crude palm 
oil during long-term storage.

Palm tree is a plant that lives for years with no need for re-
planting each year (perennial crop) and the highest oil-pro-
ducing plant, yielding an average of 3.7 to 4.6 tonens of oil per 
hectare per year.

“Nonetheless, palm oil is highly susceptible to both un-
favourable changes in odour, colour, taste, flavour and 
aroma,  deterioration, a problem probably associated 
with both pre-harvest and post-harvest handling of palm 
fruits, as well as poor traditional oil extraction techniques,” 
said Hussein who is also head, department of applied sci-
ences, college of science and technical education    in the 
university.

It has been established that the quality of crude palm oil 
is associated with the method of extraction, packaging and 
storage conditions (Okonkwo et al., 2012).

In tanzania, the crude palm oil  for domestic consump-
tion is processed in traditional mills mainly using non-food 
grade equipment, the process which does not meet stand-
ards for food quality and safety (Mrema, 2010).

“Nonetheless,  limited data is available on the  ef-
fects of the methods of extraction and postharvest handling 
of palm fruit on the quality and storability of crude palm oil 
in tanzania,” said Hussein who is also a lecturer, food science 
and postharvest technology in the university.

 
approach
Preliminary survey on the existing traditional palm oil 

extraction practices was first conducted by way of a limited 
survey and focus group discussion to solicit factors that con-
tribute to palm oil deterioration from farmers.

Palm fruits were extracted by traditional and semi-mecha-
nised approaches respectively to obtain crude palm oil.

In the former approach, fresh fruit bunches of palm were har-
vested and handled on basis of the existing (traditional) palm oil 

Palm oil value chain needs massive investments for boost in productivity
extraction techniques practised by local palm oil 
processors in Kyela District. this was followed by 
the oil extraction process using the traditional ex-
traction method (manual screw press).

In the latter approach, ffB were harvested 
and handled based on the identified appropriate 
harvest and postharvest handling practices and 
processed using the improved or semi-mecha-
nised method of oil extraction (motorized screw 
press).

Crude oil from both extraction approaches I 
and II were packed in glass bottles, metallic cans 
and plastic containers and subsequently subject-
ed to a storage period of 6 months.

Key indicators for quality deterioration of the 
crude oil which include; peroxide value, free 
fatty acid and moisture content, were evaluated 
with a view of identifying the relative influence 
of the extraction approach, packaging type 
and storage duration in either retarding or 
improving palm oil quality.

Findings of the study
the focus group discussion  and the lim-

ited survey revealed the most common post-
harvest practices contributing to the palm oil 
quality deterioration.

  Common harvest and postharvest han-
dling practices versus poor harvesting tech-
niques of fresh fruit bunches (ffB), rough cut-
ting  of fruit bunches into  spikes  and 
loosening or detachment of fruits  from 
spikes, rough transport of bunches from the 
farm, long storage durations of fruit bunches 
(1 to 3 weeks after harvest) before oil extrac-
tion, extraction operations, packaging and 
storage) all contribute to the quality deterio-
ration of palm oil.

Crude oil from the extraction approach 
two had 91 percent lower free fatty acid, 27 
percent lower peroxide value and 86 percent 
lower moisture content in comparison to 
CPO from extraction approach (I).

further results revealed that changes in 
crude oil quality indicators were significantly 
influenced both by type of packaging and 
storage duration.

Conclusion
Crude palm oil from extraction ap-

proach II (improved mechanical extrac-
tion method coupled with appropriate 
postharvest handling of palm fruits) had 
lower quality deterioration compared 

to crude oil from extraction approach I 
(traditional extraction method coupled 
with inappropriate postharvest handling 
of palm fruits).

  Similarly, crude palm oil packed in 
plastic or dark-coloured containers had 
the lowest quality indicators.

  these results highlighted the need 
for good postharvest handling practices 
of palm fruit,    use of suitable packag-
ing containers such as plastic or dark- 
coloured containers and good storage 
environment (dark, dry place) with low 
humidity conditions for long term stor-
ability of CPO.

Potential recommendations
Knowledge of these factors will open 

up new avenues for farmers and palm oil 
processors to improve their extraction 
operations and subsequently improve 
the quality of produced crude palm oil.

Knowledge of proper postharvest han-
dling practices of palm fruits before oil 
extraction will enhance the production 
of good quality oil that could potentially 
increase the product market share both 

at local and international markets.
Good  harvest and  postharvest han-

dling practices of palm fruits before oil 
extraction could be vital for the produc-
tion of a good quality crude palm oil.

adherence to good hygienic practices 
which is one of the major challenges 
for  production of good quality  palm 
oil using local or traditional extraction 
techniques could  also impact the com-
mercial production,  grow the business 
in the district and the country at large.

Knowledge of selection  of  suitable 
packaging containers for long term stor-
age of oil provides opportunities for the 
distribution of good quality products to 
distant local  and international markets 
without compromising the product qual-
ity.

 the findings from this study should 
be disseminated to farmers and palm oil 
processors in other parts of the country 
where large commercial production of 
crude palm oil is being practised, such as 
tanga, tabora and a large part of Kigoma 
region.
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By Gaudensia Mngumi

KILLING of new-born children on various reasons was a 
common practice among many tanzanian communities. the 
murder of the innocent and helpless new born children in 
the country was said to be rampant before the introduction 
of Christianity, which put an end to it.

Wapare communities in Mwanga district in Kilimanjaro re-
gion where I come from the new-born particularly twins, al-
binos, blinds and all others who were natural deformed were 
killed ruthlessly. the practice was connected with the belief 
that those kids will spoil the purity in the community.

the intention was to eliminate them before they reproduce 
the population with decreased biological fitness. for twins’ 
and triplets they were associated with outcasts or unaccepta-
ble people in the societies.

among Wapare communities, women and other entitled 
persons took children to the bush a place called ‘mkumba-
vana’ where kids were kept and left to die. However, some 
were rescued, while several others died. Mkumbavana in Ki-
pare meant a rock of death as it was a place where children 
were taken to die.

In this situation of killing children intentionally, many 
women lived in painful and frightening memories. the bad 
accounts of how they killed their children always bounced 
back. Many cried for their cruelly deeds while others blamed 

Killings that made Pare women live with painful, frightening memories
their society that has made them to live with wounds in their 
hearts while their wombs were constantly in ache and hurt-
ing.

the Guardian had interviewed some elderly Pare women 
living in Dar es Salaam who said they didn’t  witness  the 
ordeal rather they heard their mothers and relatives talking 
about the mkumbavana murders.

the killing is said to cause constant fire in women when 
they remembered dozens of children who were killed by their 
brutal communities which has made many mothers in several 
areas of Wapare communities to suffer invisible pains.

Like other women in the country who suffered violence 
against women and children, they blamed men for those kid’s 
fate, adding that it was men who decided on the eventuality of 
their new born children.

Why are kids killed? Some ‘kokos’ grandmas who by then 
were traditional birth attendants killed kids which were born 
with deformities like extra fingers, cleft lips, cripples, albinos, 
the blinds, twins and many others.

Children with abnormalities or who suffered constant ill-
nesses were not accepted in Wapare tribes, hence were taken 
to the rock while they were asleep and left at the edge of the 
rock to fall down and die alone in the bush.

“Kids were kept in the bush and it was a terrifying moment. 
Some women would go there when the lightning slashed the 
sky some while the rainfall was falling. Sometimes the babies 
were taken to the bush or ‘mkumbava’ area when the winds 
were blowing and blew furiously over them, while there were 
time when the sun hit them hard while the wild animals won-
dered around to eat their tender human flesh, the women 
said,” said Modi Nacharo, former primary school in Lembeni 
area in Kilimanjaro region in early 1950s.

the cruel birth attendants who sometimes in Wapare com-
munities were called   ‘koko’ or ‘valala’ followed up and en-
sured that the deformed were eliminated as soon as possible 
or their parents were told to decide their destiny.

“When kids were born the ‘kokos’ will ask the newborn 
what are you holding, forceful unfolded their tender fist to see 
if they were born with six fingers or anything that will neces-
sitate the immediately start off of their journey to mkumba-
vana,” Says Mode who currently lives in Dar es Salaam.

Some opened up their delicate mouths to inspect their frag-
ile jaws if they found gum poles they would have a story to tell. 
Mamas would be told you have delivered an outcast, look to 
an albino.

the woman narrated that some women asked the birth at-
tendants to let their kids grow; because they never know they 
may grow and become important persons in the community.

In a bid to save the lives of pure and innocent children, some 
‘kokos ‘didn’t kill the kids after births, they told their mothers 
to take them away so that they can’t be seen.

Some mothers said no they can’t kill their babies, they de-
cided to stay and hide them at home, but they faced serious 
sanctions, the communities sanctioned their families’ espe-
cially mothers and their children.

they said sanctions implied that there was no social sup-
port from the family members and the community, people 
lack interests with the families which had hidden the twins or 
any deformed babies.

the stigmatization and sanctions caused fears among wom-
en, they were scared because the neighbours and the entire 
community condemned them and mostly didn’t participate 
in their events.  

the women continue to narrate that this kind of sanctions 
forced women to kill their own babies for example some 
grandpas and their daughter in-laws used water to torture and 
kill their young children who were not taken to mkumbavana.

they hold a kid or baby upside down forced into a wooden 
mortar filled with water to kill them.

Nangena Mguva, is an elderly woman living in Mabibo Dar 
es Salaam, she once heard from her aunt how she lost her 
twins born in 1919 in usangi. She narrates quoting her aunt:

“When the number one twin popped out I felt there were 
still some sharp more pains clutching me. that was a sign 
that there were more works to be done. a little cry from her 
mouth, she knew she was going to deliver another baby-she 
had twins, she cried because she knew her babies will die a 
cruel death. “

“the ‘kokos’ told her not to cry because the babies will die, 
she said no that is nonsensical advice because they will be 
killed … she pushed and the little pink thing came out. finally 
she had delivered twins. the two pink babies were cleaned, 
before the mother realised their sex the two had to undergo 
more inspections to find more reasons that will okay their 
deaths,” says Nangena.

a Germany Catholic Priest fr Baltazar Mactau, became one 
of the few missionaries in Same district who learnt the local 
cultures and customs to put an end to the killing of new born.

although there is no much evidence because the issues 
were not documented, it was said that the priest who was 
serving in Kilomeni Parish which, ordered that any new born 
in the area should be immediately baptized and become the 
property of the church, thus who ever kills that kid who has 
been christened will face the wrath of God.

the orders and the spread of Christianity put to an end to 
the ‘massacre’ of the helpless children in some Wapare com-
munities.

that is why some people in Pare communities believe that; 
mkumbavana is a ‘living curse’ because the blood of the in-
nocent children is crying for vengeance. that alone is a big 
reason for the Pare people to pray and repent for such inter-
generational curses.

Wooden mortars used to torture and kill children. FILE PHOTO

When the number one twin popped 
out I felt there were still some sharp 
more pains clutching me. That was a 
sign that there were more works to 
be done. A little cry from her mouth, 
she knew she was going to deliver 
another baby-she had twins, she 
cried because she knew her babies 
will die a cruel death
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By Special Correspondent

tHe Horn of africa region could experience another round 
of desert locusts’ infestation unless mitigation measures are 
rolled out to avert a potential crisis, a senior official at the 
food and agriculture Organization of the united nations 
(faO) has said.

resilience team leader at faO’s sub-regional Office for east-
ern africa Cyril ferrand said the voracious pests, which have 
been breeding against a backdrop of favorable weather, could 
invade large swathes of the Horn of african region.

“the combination of favorable rains since July in sudan, 
part of ethiopia, part of somalia and Yemen facilitated breed-
ing of a new generation,” ferrand told Xinhua during an in-
terview in nairobi.

“In addition, new swarms arrived and will continue arriv-
ing from Yemen where we have a limited capacity to conduct 
surveillance and control,” he added.

according to ferrand, strong winds that are currently blow-
ing from the northern tip of the Horn of africa to the south 
and bringing back the desert locusts to central-south ethiopia 
and somalia could also land them in Kenya in late or early De-
cember.

He clarified that the pests may not trigger a large-scale hu-
manitarian crisis in the region compared to last year thanks 
to deployment of robust surveillance and control measures.

“the situation is serious but not as bad as it was a year ago. 
furthermore, we have much more capacities deployed in the 
entire region to detect early and treat,” said ferrand.

He said that faO-led aerial and ground operations to com-
bat the desert locusts across the greater Horn of african re-
gion, which commenced early this year, minimized damage 
to crops and pasture.

“after months of intensive control actions in the entire 
region (over 1.1 million hectares treated since January), we 
witnessed a significant recession of desert locust presence 
between March and september,” said ferrand.

He said that timely intervention managed to suppress the 
intensity of desert locusts infestation in Kenya, uganda and 

UN body warns of desert locust outbreak in east Africa

By Special Correspondent, Johannesburg 

VaMa Jele’s heart dropped every time he heard that an-
other migrant miner home from south africa had died from 
tuberculosis (tB) due to skipping treatment under lockdown. 
In just four months, it happened 60 times.

when COVID-19 shut south africa’s mines, workers from 
Jele’s homeland eswatini and other neighbouring nations 
rushed home — disrupting tB care for thousands of miners 
at high risk from the disease due to weakened lungs after 
years working underground.

Jele — secretary general of a migrant mineworkers’ as-
sociation in eswatini — said more lives could now be lost 
to tB as overstretched health care systems prioritise COV-
ID-19.

“there’s such a strong focus on COVID that everyone is 
forgetting about tB and other non-communicable diseas-
es, and this contributes to more deaths,” Jele said by phone 
from the landlocked kingdom, where tB treatment is not 
always available.

Patients who do not consistently take the full course of 
several months’ medication can spread drug-resistant tu-
berculosis, which is tB that is resistant to common medi-
cations, according to the world Bank.

Home to the world’s third-largest mining industry, south 
africa draws about 45,000 mineworkers from surround-
ing countries such as Botswana, eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, namibia, and Zimbabwe, making up about 
10 per cent of the workforce.

It is both an economy booster and a tB hotspot due to 
enclosed, dusty working conditions underground, said 
Cleopas sibanda, programme manager for the wits Health 
Consortium, a health research unit in Johannesburg.

there are 2,500-3,000 tB cases reported per 100,000 
mineworkers in southern africa, according to the world 
Bank, a rate 10 times higher than what the world Health 
Organization (wHO) classifies as an epidemic emergency.

“Miners have a three-times higher chance of getting tB 
than the average person,” said sibanda, a doctor.

“those miners that made it home, like many from swazi-
land, may not have access to proper treatment. and all this 
focus on stopping COVID means we could lose more lives to 
tB,” he said.

swaziland is the former name for eswatini, a nation bor-
dered by south africa and Mozambique that is home to 1.2 
million people.

‘More lethal than COVID-19’
the Minerals Council south africa, which represents min-

ing firms, said tB death estimates of miners from other south-
ern african countries during lockdown were not known yet, 
but that mines were doing regular screening for tB and the 
coronavirus.

By mid-October, 190 mining employees had died from 
COVID-19, the council said.

But echoing Jele’s concerns, sibanda said he feared tB suf-
ferers could be overlooked as COVID-19 draws attention and 
funding by governments, charities, and businesses.

“for example, in south africa, government allocated 500 
billion rand ($30.7 billion) to the COVID response in six 
months. HIV and tB usually draw 30 billion rand per year,” 
sibanda told the thomson reuters foundation. “when you 
look at the morbidity of tB and HIV, they are more lethal than 
COVID, yet COVID is getting the lion’s share.”

In south africa, about 19,000 people have died from COV-
ID-19. that compares with 58,000 deaths in the country from 
tB last year, according to the latest wHO data.

according to the wHO’s 2020 Global tuberculosis report, 
43 countries have started using GeneXpert machines — typi-
cally used for rapidly diagnosing tB — for coronavirus testing 
instead.

south sudan, which in turn averted their movements towards 
the sahel region.

ferrand said that robust action on the pests averted loss 
of nearly 1.7 million tons of cereals that were enough to feed 
about 15 million people for an entire year.

“In addition, we protected range land from being devas-
tated, which in turn allows livestock belonging to another five 
million people to graze and produce milk,” said ferrand.

“all together we talk of around 20 million people whose 
livelihoods have been protected in 2020,” he added.

the faO official said that it is possible to minimize the 
negative impacts of the looming desert locusts infestation in 
the region such as loss of food crops and pasture, subject to 
strengthening mitigation measures.

He said that faO supported control operations in ethiopia 
and somalia are expected to prevent the pests from migrating 
south to Kenya.

ferrand said that enhanced surveillance using state-of-the-
art technologies combined with application of eco-friendly 
pesticides is key to averting full-blown desert locust infesta-
tions in the region.

“we must continue the good surveillance of the new breed-
ing generation and treat as early as possible,” said ferrand.

Africa’s miners face new TB threat 
as COVID-19 pandemic disrupts 
treatment - mining association
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BEIJING
a massive second wave of COviD-19 infections has 

prompted european countries to tighten their preventive 
measures, including reimposing lockdowns, to stem the 
spread of the coronavirus.

french President emmanuel macron announced on 
Wednesday evening that france will go into national lock-
down starting from friday.

“the virus is circulating at a speed that not even the 
most pessimistic forecasts had anticipated,” said macron 
in a televised address to the nation. “Like all our neigh-
bors, we are at the same point, overwhelmed by a second 
wave which will undoubtedly be harder and more deadly 
than the first.” 

france on Wednesday recorded 36,437 new COviD-19 
infections, bringing the national tally to 1,235,132 with 
35,785 deaths, according to figures released by french 
Public Health agency.

under the new lockdown, the only authorized out-of-
home trips will be “to go to work, to a medical appoint-
ment, to provide assistance, to go shopping or to take the 
air,” said macron.

the restrictive measures will affect universities, librar-
ies, bars, cafes, restaurants and gyms. Public gatherings 
will be banned, and cultural ceremonies and conferences 
suspended, according to the president.

But unlike the first lockdown, nurseries, primary schools 
and middle schools will remain open, said the president, 
arguing that “our children would not be lastingly deprived 
of education, of contact with the school system.” 

also on Wednesday, Germany announced a partial lock-
down starting from Nov. 2.

Germany registered a daily record high of 14,964 new 
cases over the past 24 hours, taking the national caseload 
to 464,239, the robert Koch institute (rKi), Germany’s dis-
ease control agency, said on Wednesday.

the death toll in the country rose by 85 to 10,183, ac-
cording to the rKi.

under the new round of lockdown, entertainment and 
leisure activities will be largely prohibited throughout 
Germany as bars, restaurants, theaters, operas and con-
cert venues will have to close until the end of November.

German Health minister Jens spahn told the German 
public broadcaster sWr on Wednesday that it is time to 
break the COviD-19 wave now. “When the intensive care 
units are full, it will be too late.”

Priority should be given to keep daycare centers for chil-
dren and schools open and to ensure that the economy 
could continue to operate, which is important to secure 
jobs in Germany, according to spahn. 

european Commission President ursula von der Leyen 
on Wednesday called on the european union (eu) mem-
ber states to shoulder responsibility at all levels to fight 
the second wave of the pandemic.

von der Leyen announced new proposals made by the 
commission to enhance the eu-level coordination to ad-
dress the health crisis, including improving the flow of 
information to allow informed decision-making, estab-
lishing more effective and rapid testing, making full use of 
contact tracing and warning apps across borders, among 
others.

von der Leyen underlined the necessity of wearing a 
mask, good hand hygiene, as well as avoiding crowds and 
indoor spaces lacking good ventilation.

as a special advisor to von der Leyen, Belgian microbi-
ologist Peter Piot acknowledged that the european con-
tainment measures were “relaxed too much” after the first 
wave was largely under control in the summer.

Last week, ireland decided to impose a nationwide lock-
down again due to the resurgence of COviD-19 cases. 

     Xinhua

Soaring 
COVID-19 
cases prompt 
European 
countries 
to reimpose 
lockdowns

European Commission President Ursula Von Der Leyen 
arrives for the EU summit in Brussels, Belgium, on Oct. 15, 
2020. (File photo)
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WAtumIshI housIng hAs All unIt tItles FoR DAR, DoDomA pRojects
By Property Watch Reporter

PROSPECTIVE property buyers of 
Watumishi Housing Company Limited’s 
houses and apartments I Dar es Salaam 
and Dodoma will immediately get their 
title deeds and unit trusts once they pay 

for them.
WHC’s CEO, Dr Fred Msemwa said in Dar 

es Salaam this week that the state developer 
which has hundreds of completed housing, 
apartments and commercial building proper-
ties countrywide has no challenge of the docu-
ments.

“We have already got unit titles for Bunju, 
Magomeni and Dodoma and we are process-
ing others for Gezaulole,” Dr Msemwa said 
while acknowledging that banks and other 
property financiers are struggling to get the 
documents.

He pointed out that both unit titles and ti-
tle deeds take time to process but explained 
that for WHC, it has been relatively smooth to 
get the documents which help buyers access 
mortgage loans from financial institutions.

Banks and buyers of single unit houses and 
apartments have been complaining against 
delays in processing of title deeds and unit ti-
tles by Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human 
Settlements Development officials which has 
denied them access to loans. Whc’s gezaulole houses in Dar es salaam. 

The WHC chief executive conceded that the com-
plaints have been around for some time now but 
acknowledged that progress has been made. “This 
is not true because both title deeds and unit titles 
take same time to process and a lot of progress has 
been made in speeding up the exercise,” he noted.

Established in 2013 as a public entity, WHC is a 
property developer and a licensed fund manager 
for management of civil servants Real Estate Invest-
ment Trust (WHC-REIT). WHC-REIT was licensed by 
Capital Market and Security Authority in 2015 and 
became the first fully-fledged REIT to be established 
in Tanzania and East Africa. 

As a property developer, WHC-REIT is the main 
implementer of the Tanzania Public Servant Hous-
ing Scheme tasked with building of 50,000 housing 
units in five phases commencing 2014/15 fiscal year. 
Houses shall be sold under mortgage arrangements, 
hire purchase/rent to own, progressive payments 
and upfront cash to public servants, private sector 
employees and other members of pension funds 
(PSSSF, NSSF and NHIF) across Tanzania and Dias-
pora. 

However, under this scenario, Public servants 
shall continue to buy houses and shall be given 
preferential treatment whenever there is a compe-
tition for few houses. Investment through REITs 
is a new concept in Tanzania and yet it provides 
an immense opportunity for the general public 
to participate and create personal wealth as well 
as contribute towards overall economic develop-
ment, the WHC said on its website.

NAIROBI

CENTuM Real Estate plans 
to issue a Sh4 billion bond to 
finance ongoing housing pro-
jects, marking its first major 
borrowing since turning into 
a cash-generating unit in 2018. 
The firm, a subsidiary of the 
Nairobi bourse-listed Centum 

Investment Company , said it is 
prepared to take as high as Sh6 
billion should investors’ appe-
tite exceed the targeted sum.

Centum Real Estate manag-
ing director Samuel Kariuki said 
the three-year bond with zero 
coupon will first be issued as a 
private placement, but later on 
introduced at the NSE for trad-

ing. “Proceeds from the bond 
will be allocated exclusively to 
the subsidiary’s ongoing afford-
able, middle-income and high-
end housing projects in Kenya,” 
said Mr Kariuki.

Centum said the bond is un-
dergoing regulatory approvals, 
with issuance expected in the 
coming weeks. The bond issu-

ance comes at a time the firm 
has approved a project pipeline 
of 4,426 residential units, with 
the first phase of 2,000 units be-
ing either under construction or 
pre-selling.

Centum Investment Group re-
organised its business into pri-
vate equity, marketable securi-
ties and real estate subsidiaries. 

Centum Real estate is the hold-
ing company for Vipingo Devel-
opment Limited at the Kenyan 
Coast, Pearl Marina Estates Lim-
ited in uganda, uhuru Heights 
Limited in Nairobi and Centum 
Development Kenya Limited.

The company said investors 
will buy the bond at discounted 
rate of a three-year Treasury 

bond, plus a market-determined 
margin, allowing them a return 
on maturity. “The zero coupon 
means that for the three years 
that the bond will be in place, it 
will not be paying any quarterly 
or half year interest. The income 
the investors are making is the 
discount that the bond will be is-
sued at,” said Mr Kariuki.

The bond will be secured by 
the ongoing projects, with de-
posit collections flowing into a 
sinking fund as an innovative 
solution to protect bond hold-
ers’ money and finance the 
redemption. “We have a receiv-
able of Sh6.8 billion from the 
sold units, which more than cov-
ers the bond redemption value. 

centum ReAl estAte unIt geARs up FoR sh4bn housIng bonD
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Black Rock Mining 
seeking Bank loan 
to sink in Mahenge 
gRaphite pRoject
By Property Watch Reporter

T O mobilise resources needed to invest inMa-
henge Graphite Project in Morogoro Region, 
Black Rock Mining is seeking backing from TIB 
Development Bank for a syndicate loan.

In its quarterly activities report dated September 
2020, the Australian based company said in June it received 
a letter from the TIB Development Bank Limited advising 
that it was undertaking due diligence on its Mahenge 
Graphite Project. 

“The  collaborative  objective  of  TIB  due  diligence  is  
to  determine  its  position  and  appetite  for providing and 
arranging a syndicated loan facility for the development 
of the Mahenge Graphite Project,” the company said in its 
report. 

The report further noted that Black Rock provided TIB 
and its banking partners access to the Mahenge Graphite 
Project data room as well as site access. “Discussions 
and due diligence activities are on-going,” the Australian 
Securities Exchange listed company noted.

Black Rock further added that the TIB  initiative  forms  
part  of its wider project funding strategy of de-risking  the  
finance  process  by matching  potential  financiers  across  
the  capital  structure  to  offset  unique  project  risks. 

“This includes options for performance warranties 
through deferred capital from China Seventh Railway 
Group and Yantai Jinyuan, potential for cornerstone off-
take with the POSCO Group and a strong and visible dem-
onstration of local content with the inclusion of the TIB,” 
the miner stated.

Meanwhile, Black Rock announced in June that it had 
entered into a strategic alliance and development memo-
randum of understanding with the POSCO Group for the 
development of the Mahenge Graphite Project.  

“The MOU was subject to a 90-day due diligence period, 
which included production and testing of SPG (Spherical 
Purified Graphite), and third party technical due diligence 
within their value chain. 

 Subject to POSCO satisfactorily completing their due 
diligence, the parties would negotiate to enter into an 
investment agreement, which anticipates an initial invest-
ment of up to US$10m by way of a subscription for shares 
and/or convertible notes in Black Rock,” the third quarter 
report explained.

The company said due diligence is being conducted 
by POSCO, supported by external subject matter experts, 
including SRK Consulting for  technical  aspects. COVID-19  
related  travel  restrictions  and  logistics  constraints  have 
impacted  the  ability  for POSCO to achieve timely site 
access and delayed sample logistics.  

“As a result, Black Rock agreed with POSCO on a sensible 
revised timeframe for the completion of due diligence 
work, including POSCO board approval which is now 
scheduled to be completed by 20th November 2020,” the 
report noted. 

On relations with the government, Black Rock said, 
“Govt of Tanzania free carry interest agreement formal 
negotiations commenced and a draft framework agree-
ment, as prepared by the Tanzanian Government, was 
received by Black Rock.”

The DFA is being reviewed and the company continues to 
work constructively with the Tanzanian Government and 
is pleased with the progress made to date. Development 
of  the Mahenge  Graphite  Project  will provide  significant  
economic  and  social  benefits  for Tanzania driven  by  
the  creation  of  full-time  jobs,  direct  contribution  to  
the  Tanzanian  economy,  and new  opportunities  for busi-
nesses including ports, rail and power supply. 

a scene at Black Rock Mining’s Mahenge graphite project in Morogoro Region.

PRETORIA 

ThE SA National Roads Agency 
(Sanral) is unable to meet its financing 
obligations and will not generate suffi-
cient cash from its toll portfolio to settle 
operational costs and debt redemptions 
falling due in March and September 
2021. 

This was confirmed in the Medium-
Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS) 
released on Wednesday, which reported 
that Sanral has incurred annual average 
losses of R2.5 billion since 2014/15. It 
said Sanral had used R39 billion of its 
total government guarantee of R37.9 
billion as at March 31, 2020 and over 
the medium term is expected to repay 
R10.7 billion of maturing debt obliga-
tions and R10.8 billion of interest pay-
ments. “Consequently, the first phase 
of the Gauteng Freeway Improvement 
Project (GFIP) has not received periodic 

maintenance, and the second and third 
phases have been delayed.

“Other national toll roads are also 
experiencing financial difficulty, 
because toll tariff increases granted by 
the minister of transport have been 
below what was agreed to in the toll 
concession contracts. This shortfall will 
cost the fiscus an additional R300 mil-
lion in 2020/21,” it said.

Low payment compliance
The MTBPS did not mention e-tolls 

or the impact the low payment compli-
ance rate is having on Sanral’s finances. 
The compliance rate is now below 19%. 
A decision on the future of e-tolls was 
scheduled to be taken by the govern-
ment at the end of 2019 but was post-
poned until the first cabinet meeting 
of 2020.

however, government has not yet 
announced any decision on the con-
troversial scheme, although Ayanda 

Allie Paine, spokesperson for Transport 
Minister Fikile Mbalula, confirmed that 
the government is deliberating about 
the future of e-tolls on the GFIP “as we 
speak.”

In a presentation to the Parliamentary 
Select Committee on Transport this 
month, Sanral revealed that the Auditor-
General had drawn attention in an 
emphasis of matter to “material impair-
ments – trade and other receivables” at 
the agency, related to the recognition of 
expected credit losses (impairment) of 
R10.177 billion.

Of this impairment, R9.831 billion 
relates to the impairment of e-toll 
receivables. Sanral said its funding was 
negatively impacted by the fact that the 
future of e-tolls is still not confirmed, 
resulting in low payment compliance 
that negatively impacts on Sanral’s abil-
ity to finance its toll portfolio in the 
short term.

sanRal is unaBle to Meet 
its financing oBligations
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Investcorp grows Us 
IndUstrIal real estate 
footprInt to Us $2bn

technology

bahraIn 

Bahrain-listed alternative asset manager and 
private equity firm investcorp acquired 32 indus-
trial properties in the Us for more than $280 mil-
lion, growing the company’s real estate portfolio 
to about $2 billion, it said on Monday.

“We are excited to further enhance our robust industrial 
real estate footprint in the Us with the addition of these 
stable, high-quality assets in major logistics markets,” said 
Yusef al Yusef, head of Gulf institutional clients group at 
investcorp.

“the current environment is further accelerating e-com-
merce penetration and the need for more resilient supply 
chains. these latest acquisitions of quality, cash flow-gen-
erating industrial real estate assets align with our strategy.”

investcorp’s real estate holdings in the Us now include 
more than 260 buildings spread across 22 million square 
feet. investcorp, which counts abu dhabi’s Mubadala 
investment Company as its biggest shareholder, has also 
been active in the european real estate sector since 2017, 
with investments worth €800m in the UK, the netherlands, 
Belgium and Germany.

in July, investcorp sold a portfolio of industrial proper-
ties in the Us for more than $200m, with the transaction 
generating “strong returns”. the asset manager also set up 
a new platform last month to invest in Chinese healthcare 
companies.

the latest acquisitions have a diversified tenant base 
across a range of industries, including: healthcare, logistics, 
e-commerce, industrials, telecommunications and food 
services, among others. the company’s real estate portfo-
lio includes a new building fully leased to a Fortune 100 
company. the properties are primarily located in Chicago, 
illinois, and Cleveland, Ohio, which rank as the first and 
11th largest industrial markets in the Us, respectively, 
investcorp said in the statement.

the company has also acquired properties in the Us cit-
ies of Columbus and Cincinnati, Ohio, in the latest round 
of expansion. “industrial, warehouse and logistics real 
estate are among our highest conviction global investment 
themes in today’s landscape,” said Babak sultani, manag-
ing director in the placement and distribution team at 
investcorp. “e-commerce sales are growing at a 15 per cent 
compound annual growth rate, far outpacing industrial 
real estate supply at 1.5 per cent,” Mr sultani added.

“We believe these tailwinds along with greater supply 
chain diversification and on-shoring of goods in the Us due 
to Covid-19 to maintain greater inventory levels, will drive 
greater demand for industrial real estate assets like the 
ones we have assembled across our portfolio.”

investcorp ranked as the second largest international 
buyer and fourth largest international seller of Us real 
estate in 2019, according to real Capital analytics. the 
asset manager ranked as a top-15 overall buyer of Us indus-
trial real estate for 2019, according to the data provider.

saUdI arabIa woos Investors 

UsIng Its Untapped toUrIsm 

ventUres In post-pandemIc era

rIyadh 

SaUdi arabia is wooing foreign investors with 
potential tourism and hospitality ventures, where 
demand still outpaces supply, making it an attrac-
tive investment destination in a post-pandemic 
world, according to the kingdom’s investment min-

ister.
there will be “prime opportunities” available to inves-

tors as the kingdom seeks to “activate” the sector, with 
plans for 500,000 hotel rooms to be built over a decade 
and with airports forecast to handle 100 million passengers 
annually by 2030, Khalid al-Falih, saudi arabia’s invest-
ment minister, said at the Future of hospitality summit on 
tuesday.

“What makes saudi arabia unique as we come post-Cov-
id is no matter how fast global tourism and travel grows, 
saudi arabia has uncapped and unleashed demand and 
we’re going to be under-supplied with assets, hotel rooms, 
infrastructure, airports, logistics,” he said. “there are going 
to be projects and opportunities and they are all going to 
be offered to the private sector.”

the focus on developing the tourism sector is a major 
part of Crown Prince Mohammed bin salman’s Vision 
2030 reform that seeks to diversify the kingdom’s economy 
and reduce its reliance on oil. last month, saudi arabia’s 
tourism development Fund signed an agreement with 
two of the country’s major lenders, riyad Bank and Banque 
saudi Fransi, to finance tourism projects worth up to 160 
billion riyals ($43bn) in the kingdom.

saudi arabia, which opened its doors to foreign tourists 
in september 2019 when it introduced new visas, aims 
for the sector to account for 10 per cent of gross domestic 
product by 2030. Mr al-Falih reiterated saudi arabia’s 
target to host 100 million visitors by 2030, up from 20 
million in 2019. the ministry of investment is working to 
familiarise international investors with saudi arabia’s busi-
ness landscape and regulatory environment, particularly 
in non-oil sectors, he said.

“We have a fantastic record from the aramco invest-
ments to petrochemicals, so investors in that sector — oil 
and gas and petrochemicals — are very comfortable with 
the kingdom, but i think it’s fair to say that it’s less so with 
sectors like tourism or iCt,” the minister said. 

“What we’re trying to do is lay out the business case, 
explain the demand in the market that’s addressable within 
these sectors as well as the regulatory environment,” he 
said.

Foreign investors who do not have exposure in saudi 
arabia may see perceived risk that their local counterparts 
do not, he said. 
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

sIMBA sC midfielder Bernard 
Morrison will miss this season’s 
Vodacom premier League’s game 
between his club and age old ri-
vals, Yanga, which is expected to be 
played in Dar es salaam on Novem-
ber 7.

the tanzania premier League 
Board (tpLB)’s organization and 
supervision Committee said in a 
statement yesterday that Morrison 
has faced a three-match ban for 
an indiscipline act he committed 
when simba faced ruvu shoot-
ing in the domestic top flight duel, 
which took place in the city on 
Monday.

Morrison, the committee dis-
closed, punched ruvu shooting 
defender, Juma Nyoso, during the 
duel which ended with ruvu shoot-
ing winning 1-0.

the simba midfielder will, as 
well, pay 500,000/- in fine in ac-
cordance with article 39 (5) of the 
league’s regulations.

pursuant to the article any player 
who either fights or strikes an op-
ponent before or after the end of 
the match shall be liable to missing 
a minimum of three games and a 
fine not less than 500,000/-.

Article 39 (6) stipulates that 
a player, who is found guilty of 
repeated misconduct, is often 
banned from playing between five 
to 10 games and will have to pay not 
less than 1m/- in fine.

Morrison will start serving his 
ban in simba sC’s game against 
Mwadui FC, which will be played at 
Uhuru stadium in tomorrow.

In the Monday clash, which took 
place at Uhuru stadium, Morrison 
was seen punching Nyoso when 
the game was stopped on the 72nd 
minute due to violence.

the violence was caused by ruvu 
shooting players disputing a pen-
alty awarded to simba when the 
former’s defender renatus Morris 
had fouled the latter’s midfielder 
Luis Miquissone within the penalty 
area.

the committee has as well is-
sued a three-match ban on Nyoso 
and team mate shaban Msala, the 
two players will further have to pay 
500,000/- apiece in fine.

Nyoso faces the ban for deliber-
ately stamping on Morrison, Msala 
was handed the punishment for 
kicking Morrison.

Nyosso and Msala will also start 
serving their bans in ruvu shoot-
ing’s next match against Coastal 
Union.

tanzania prisons’ midfielder 
salum Kimenya has been banned 
for three matches for punching 
Morrison when the former’s outfit 
took on the latter’s squad in a pre-
mier League clash which took place 
in rukwa a fortnight ago.

speaking in Dar es salaam yester-
day, the tpLB Committee’s Chair-
man, steven Mnguto, admitted that 
his committee met and came out 
with the decisions.

He noted: “It is true that we met 
earlier this week (tuesday) and 
made decisions later after they had 
been approved, we went through 
what was the source of the chaos.”

referee shomary Lawi has faced 
a one-year ban for failure to prop-
erly officiate the game between 
prisons and simba.

Lawi is alleged to have failed to 
properly issue decisions on some 
of events, including failing to award 
simba a penalty when Morrison 
was fouled within prisons’ area, 
and opting out of punishing Kimen-
ya for punching Morrison.

Morrison faces three-
match ban in VPL   

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

sIMBA sC has sacked the club’s man-
ager, patrick rweyemamu, and goal-
keepers’ coach, Mwarami Mohamed, 
due to poor results the side recorded in 
recent two games in this season’s Voda-
com premier League.

According to rweyemamu, he had 
a brief meeting with the outfit’s Chief 
Executive officer (CEo), Barbara Gon-
zalez, yesterday afternoon before the 
decision had been reached by the side’s 
leadership.

the league’s defending champions 
suffered defeat in two consecutive 
games in the domestic top flight, drop-
ping six points in the process.

they first lost 1-0 to tanzania prisons 
at Nelson Mandela stadium in rukwa 
two weeks back, in which prisons’ for-
ward samson Mbangula scored the 
goal that separated the two outfits.

simba were again beaten 1-0 by 
Coast region’s ruvu shooting at Uhuru 
stadium in Dar es salaam on Monday, 
striker Fulgence Maganga scored the 
winner for ruvu shooting.

speaking to the Guardian, rwey-
emamu admitted having been sacked 
by simba sC and did not want to issue 
more details on the decision.

“It is true that I have been sacked,”  
rweyemamu said briefly.

When asked to issue the reason for 
the decision, rweyemamu replied: “It 
is true that the manager who helped 

simba sC win the Vodacom premier 
League for three seasons has been 
sacked.”

rweyemamu was not ready to dis-
cuss the matter with simba sC’s secre-
tary general, Arnold Kasehembe.

It has also been reported that the 
club’s other staff, who have been fired, 
are Ally shatry ‘Bob Chico’ and Jacob 
that were in the club’s Information and 
Communication Department.

the two have been fired for what is 
believed to be their closeness to former 
simba sC CEo, senzo Mbatha, who is 
now Yanga’s advisor.

simba sC skipper John Bocco who 
missed the squad’s penalty during the 
match against ruvu shooting had few 
to say. 

speaking yesterday, Bocco said: “We 
are disappointed with the results and 
we are promising to bounce back in the 
remaining matches.”

simba sC will tomorrow come up 
against Mwadui FC at the Uhuru sta-
dium.

sven Vandenbroeck, simba sC head 
coach, admitted that the results are 
extremely disappointing to them and 
he promised to rectify the mistakes in 
their next match.

“our one mistake was utilized well by 
ruvu shooting to score, we are going to 
make an analysis and I promise to do 
the best in our next match,” Vanden-
broeck said.

simba sC parts ways with manager

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

tANZANIAN professional boxer Hassan 
Mwakinyo has began preparations for the World 
Boxing Federation (WBF) Intercontinental super 
Welterweight title defense fight against Jose Carlos 
paz of Argentina to be held at the Next Door Arena 
at Masaki in Dar es salaam on November 13.

Apart from defending the WBF title, Mwakinyo 
will be aiming at winning the International Boxing 
Association (IBA) super Welterweight title in the 
same fight. Mwakinyo has set up camp in Lushoto, 
tanga to prepare for the fight that has been 
organized by the Jackson Group (sports) firm.

Chatta Michael, WBF representative in tanzania, 
said that the federation’s president, Howard 
Goldberg, will oversee the fight.

speaking to the Guardian, Mwakinyo said he is 
now taking part in drills under his coaches aiming 
at doing well in the bout.

“training past the normal rounds helps to gauge 
one’s endurance,’’ he said. ‘’I’m targetting at having 
the same standard from the first round to the 12th 
round,” he disclosed.

He noted Lushoto currently has cold weather, 
which helps him train and physically condition 
himself to keep his fighting pace.

He disclosed: “I will be fighting a boxer who has 
featured in many fights. I have to be serious as I 

Mwakinyo set for IBA Intercontinental Super Welterweight title fight  
up for their respective fights. the 
ocassion, known as ‘Dar Fight Night’, 
has been endorsed by WBF, IBA and the 
tanzania professional Boxing regulatory 
Commission (tpBrC).

the ‘Dar Fight Night’ will showcase 
the best of boxing, with representation 
from five countries, Argentina, Kenya, 
Democratic republic of Congo, 
Zimbabwe and hosts tanzania.

Apart from the main fight, tanzanian 
boxer Abdallah pazi will trade blows 
with Congolese boxer Alex Kabangu in a 
10-round super Middleweight fight.

Former World Boxing Council 
(WBC) Women’s Bantamweight belt 
holder Kenyan Fatuma Zarika will fight 
patience Mastara from Zimbabwe in 
an eight-round international non title 
Bantamweight fight.

tanzanian Zulfa Yusuph Macho will 
fight Zimbabwean Alice Mbewe in a six-
round Flyweight fight.

Zulfa will be featuring in her first 
international bout. the boxer is the 
daughter of former Yanga, simba sC and 
senior national football team ‘taifa stars’ 
midfielder, Yusuph Macho

Tanzanian professional Super Welterweight boxer Hassan Mwakinyo (L), trades punches with 
Democratic Republic of Congo’s Tshibangu Kayembe in a World Boxing Federation (WBF) 
Intercontinental Super Welterweight title fight, which took place in Dar es Salaam recently. 
Mwakinyo won by points.

will be representing my country in the 
bout, all tanzanians want me to win, but 
I have to train hard in order to come out 
with victory.’’ Mwakinyo beat Congolese 
tshibangu Kayembe by points to lift the 
WBF Intercontinental super Welter title 
in a fight, which took place at the Mlimani 

City Hall in Dar es salaam on August 15.
the Jackson Group (sports)’s Managing 

Director, Kelvin twisa, said Mwakinyo 
is not alone in his training camp, given 
all other boxers that will feature in 
supporting bouts, scheduled for the 
day, are also training with him to shape 

Simba SC midfielder Bernard Morrison.
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ABU DHABI

WHEN the Kings XI Punjab met the Rajasthan Roy-
als the first time this season a little over a month back, 
we witnessed one of the games of the tournament, but 
Steven Smith and his men go into Friday’s return fix-
ture in Abu Dhabi knowing nothing less than a win will 
keep their campaign alive. 

Their confidence should be high after a magnificent 
chase against the Mumbai Indians, riding on the back 
of a Ben Stokes century. 

However, unlike their last meeting, which had re-
sulted in the third successive opening defeats for the 
Kings XI, they run into a red-hot side this time that has 
brought up five wins on the bounce after beating the 
Kolkata Knight Riders earlier this week.

While Stokes’ century and Sanju Samson’s return to 
form were huge positives for the Royals in their last 
game, what will worry Smith most is their bowling. 

Already over-dependent on Jofra Archer, the Royals 
have the worst economy (12.40) at the death among all 
teams in this tournament.

Getting their act together with the ball will be cru-
cial against the Kings XI, for whom Chris Gayle’s inclu-
sion has provided the middle order some stability.

That apart, the Kings XI also enjoy the cushion pro-
vided by KL Rahul and Nicholas Pooran on either side 
of Gayle. 

The Kings XI line-up has missed Mayank Agarwal 
through injury in the last couple of matches, and his 
return might see him slot in to open alongside Rahul, 
in which case Mandeep Singh could drop down the 
order and replace Deepak Hooda. 

Their bowling has had a settled look in recent games, 
with Mohammed Shami leading the attack, allowing 
legspinners M Ashwin and Ravi Bishnoi to come on 
when the opposition batsmen are already under a fair 
amount of pressure.

Agarwal (106) and Rahul (69) shared a 183-run open-
ing stand to power the Kings XI to an imposing 223 for 
2, but the Royals’ reply was spearheaded by Smith, 
who smashed 50 off 27 balls as an opener to get some 
momentum going. Samson made a jaw-dropping 85 
from 42, clobbering seven sixes and four fours, but his 
wicket in the 17th over appeared to put the Kings XI 
ahead. 

That’s when Rahul Tewatia, who had limped to 5 off 
13, took the attack to Sheldon Cottrell to complete one 
of the great comebacks in an individual innings, help-
ing the Royals nail the highest successful IPL chase.  
               AGENCIES  

By Guardian Reporter

THE sponsorship for Mainland Tanzania 
Women Premier League by Serengeti Brew-
eries Limited (SBL), via Serengeti Premium 
Lite brand, has revitalized the once low-key 
women soccer in the country, Tanzania 
Women Football Association (TWFA) Chair-
person, Amina Karuma, has said.

Before the popular brand had stepped 
in to boost the league, Amina said, the tour-
nament was facing myriads of challenges, 
most of which were attributed to financial 
constraints.

It was during those difficult times that 
the SBL, through Serengeti Premium Lite 
brand, appeared like a bolt from the blue in 
2018, signing a three-year agreement with 
Tanzania Football Federation (TFF).

The agreement allowed SBL to become 
the sole sponsor of the league and its first 
ever sponsor in the league’s history.

“It was difficult for teams to go and play 
away matches as they could not afford 
transport and accommodation costs. How-
ever, with Serengeti Lite now on board, 
things have changed and the leagues is now 
more active and more women are attracted 
to it,” Amina noted.

She stated she is proud to see women 
soccer make progress, expressing her ap-
preciation to Serengeti Lite for supporting 
the league’s growth that had previously 
been thrown into uncertainty due to lack of 
sponsorship.

She said: “We are very proud with the 
direction in which women soccer is taking, 
we had passed through difficult times but, 
with the generous support from Serengeti 
Lite, we are now making good progress day 
by day.’’

‘’The league is now more competitive 
and vibrant and has rekindled the excite-
ment and enthusiasm almost to the level of 
male soccer”, Amina elaborated.

According to her, the league that cur-
rently features 12 teams is growing from 
strength to strength and if the ongoing spirit 
of commitment is anything to go by, it is des-
tined for better future.

The tournament, popularly known as 
Serengeti Lite Women Premier League 
(SWPL), is seeking to see Tanzania scale 
great heights in women soccer at the inter-
national level with particular keenness on 
registering excellence in the forthcoming 
international tournaments.

Notably, Tanzania is one of a number of 
East Africa nations on the rise in regard to 
women football.

It is one of the first East Africa nations to 
qualify for the Women’s Africa Cup of Na-
tions and more significantly, the country 
won the 2016 CECAFA Women Challenge 
Cup tournament.

Since then, the nation has grown in stat-
ure, launching its first ever top tier national 
women’s league with an official sponsor on 
board. Anitha Msangi, Serengeti Premium 
Lite brand’s Head, stated the brand is proud 
to engage with the women’s premier league.

She noted that the sponsorship has 
played a significant role in empowering 
women to increase their participation and 
performance in the sports sector and in soc-
cer in particular.

She further disclosed that Serengeti Lite 
believes that by giving more visibility to the 
numerous talented women in the sport, it 
can help to raise their profile and the attrac-
tiveness of women’s soccer.  

“Soccer is no longer just a form of enter-
tainment to the fans nor is it just a preserve 
for men only, it is also meant to unite and 
inspire people across the globe. It is also 
a source of steady income to the players,” 
Anitha stated.

According to TWFA, the SWPL is slated to 
kick off in November this year with 12 outfits 
competing for the competition’s trophy.

Mwakinyo set for IBA Intercontinental 
Super Welterweight title fight  

Comprehensive report, page 19

Saida shines as Dar Combine Girls cricket 
team trounce Women Combine cricketers

Inconsistent Rajasthan 
Royals must get past 
red-hot Kings XI 
Punjab to stay alive

SBL sponsorship 
key to vibrancy in 
women league, says 
Amina Karuma    

By Guardian Reporter

DAR Combine Girls cricket 
team have stepped up their 
quest for lifting this season’s 
2020 Women Cricket Premier 
League’s silverware with a 148-
run victory over Women Com-
bine squad in Group A clash 
played in Morogoro early this 
week.

Women Combine team have, 
thus, continued languishing at 
the bottom of Group A follow-
ing the results.

The squad is the only one 
which has yet to come out with 
victory, given it has lost all three 
games it has featured in.

Saida Hamisi put her batting 
prowess to show in the match 
and successfully led the Dar 
Combine Girls to the victory 
that has seen them hold on to 
the top spot in Group A.

They went on to score 182 
runs for two wickets in 20 overs 
after they were presented with 
the opportunity to start batting 
at SUA ground.

After a brief spell by opening 
batter, Kulwa Mayowa, who reg-
isterd 10 runs which included a 
four, fellow opener Saida made 
the Women Combine’s bowlers 
pay for their flaws, executing 
big shots and helping her squad 
post runs.

The experienced batter post-
ed 80 runs not out, nailing nine 
fours, which was ultimatey the 
best innings.

Happiness George boosted 
the squad’s score with her 27 
runs which included three 
fours.

Her dismissal did little to cur-
tail the team’s efforts to set up 
a challenging target for Women 
Combine, given Saida forged a 
third wicket stand with Mwa-
naidi Ibrahim to give their team 
the imposing score.

The equally experienced 
Mwanaidi recorded unbeaten 
31 runs, which included three 
fours, for the dominant Dar 
Combine Girls.

Women Combine team’s Fa-
tuma Mohamed and Sania Ha-

mad ended their bowling spells 
with one wicket apiece.

Scoring 183 runs to win hap-
pened to be a daunting task 
for the mostly inexperienced 
Women Combine team, given 
they lost steam during their 
turn with the bat.

They were disappointingly 
bowled out for 34 runs in 19 
overs, losing the third match in 
a row in the process.

Ashura Juma was ultimately 
the squad’s top run getter with 
paltry eight runs, which includ-
ed a four.

Opening batter Fatuma 
Mwangombe ended three runs 
short of double digit figure as 
their chase got off to a wobbly 
start.

Fellow opener Swaumu Aziz 
had faced an early exit, given 
she was dismissed by Dar Com-
bine Girls’ Mwapwani Ally in 
the first over with the batter 
having managed to post two Fa-
tuma was the only other batter 
who managed to execute a few 
knocks and chipped in with five 

runs.
Saida was equally ruthless 

during her squad’s bowling 
spell, she took three wickets 
and leaked seven runs in two 
overs.

She was ably assisted by 
Mwanaidi and Isabela Mathias 
who took two wickets apiece.

Mwanaidi gave away a run 
and she had three maiden overs 
in her four-over spell, posting 
an economy rate of 0.25.

Isabela gave away seven runs 
in two overs, ending with an 
economy rate of 3.50.

Dar Combine Girls have re-
corded victory three matches 
and suffered loss once to top 
Group A.

Second-placed Simba Queens 
have won two matches and lost 
one, followed by third-placed 
Uluguru Stars, who have re-
corded victory in two matches 
they have participated in.

Arusha Girls have stayed 
fourth with victory in one game 
and three defeats.

Dar Combine girls cricket team pictured shortly before taking part in one of this season’s Women Cricket premier League’s group a matches which took 
place in tanga. photo; CoUrtesY oF tCa
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tanzania Women Football association (tWFa) Chairperson, amina Karuma (C) addresses journalists after the association had been presented with soccer 
equipment by serengeti Breweries Limited (sBL) in Dar es salaam recently. the sBL supports mainland tanzania Women premier League. she has been 
flanked by tanzania Football Federation (tFF) information officer, Clifford ndimbo (r), and sBL official, george mango. photo; CorresponDent
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