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 By Francis Kajubi

T
anzania is one of the top 
ten ecological organic ag-
ricultural (EOA) products 
producers in the world, However, more collective eforts by the public and private sectors are still needed to ensure that over 60 percent of the population consumes organic products by 2025.

To achieve the mission, the government and the private sector ought to come together and make sure that ecological organic agriculture guarantees food security, links the industrialization motive to the livelihood improvement of the people.
 In a move to promote organic agriculture in the country, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Tanzania and French Embassy have organized a National Ecological Organic Agriculture Conference to be held in Dodoma later this month to, among other things, reveal how organic agriculture can ensure food security and safety.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam over the weekend, FAO’s Representative to the country, Fred Kafeero said that the agro ecology conference is aimed at creating awareness of the concept and its advantages to policymakers and development partners.
“The conference aims to exhibit and exchange best cases on how EOA is at the core of sustainable development through its multidimensional impact that include food security, nutrition and safety,” Kafeero said. 

“It also seek to link initiatives that support scaling up agro ecosystems for increased productivity, in quality and quantity, while ensuring resilience and sustainability for achieving food security, poverty reduction and enhancing a green and resilient economy,” he noted.
The French Ambassador to 
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BUSINESS Dodoma due to host ecological organic agriculture conference - FAO, Embassy

DIVERSIFICATION 

Total Tanzania CEO pledges better 
products and services to consumers 

 By Guardian Reporter

TOTAL Tanzania will continue to provide not only the best quality fuels with Excellium and lubricants, but also superior services to its customers.
The company’s Managing Director, Jean Francois Schoepp said in Dar es Salaam on Friday during the launch of a top customer service week that Total observes the week annually because it wants to be closer to customers.

“We want to get an opportunity to listen to them, to hear from them and it’s also an opportunity for us to improve our products and services,” Schoepp said while noting that during the week, the company staf locked to its network of service station to ofer quality services to customers.
“Total customer week focuses on customer centricity where we see our customers at the center of our attention; it is an opportunity for all our staf to meet our customers and set a good platform for Total to promote 

its best quality fuel the Total Excellium and lubricants,” he added.
Total Tanzania’s Network Director, Marieme Sow said during the week they wish to make sure they demonstrate how to handle customers throughout the year by talking to them and get their valuable feedback on what they want.

“Once again as Total, we demonstrate how we can be innovative and it has been a pleasure discussing with our customers as they visited our stations and got a chance to be services by our employees and management teams,” Sow said.
Total Tanzania Limited is a petroleum market and service company, incorporated in Tanzania since 1969. Total business focuses on the marketing, supply and service of petroleum products, HFO and lubricants, which are marketed through its general trade, service stations and specialty departments within its organization.

ASSURANCE 

Tanzania, Frédéric Clavier 
seconded the FAO chief ’s 
observation by saying that 
agriculture and biodiversity 
preservation are key issues 
of interest to the French 
government’s agenda on 
climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. 

“To demonstrate this 
ambition, France supports 
a project with a grant of U$1 

million dubbed ‘Preservation 
of biodiversity and support 
to smallholder farmers 
towards an agro ecological 
transition’ which involves 
6,000 smallholder farmers, 
269 farmers’ groups and 
eight farmers’ associations 
beneitting from the projects 
based in Mtwara region,” 
Clavier said.

According to the FiBL 

survey 2019, the United 
States and the European 
Union stands as main 
destinations for the world’s 
certiied organic products 
from Africa and Asia.

The FiBL survey states 
that global organic market 
reached 92.1 billion euros 
by February 2019 (from 
data collected since 2017) 
whereby 69.8 million 

Total Tanzania managing director Jean Francois Schoepp refuels a customer’s 
Bajaj in Dar es Salaam during the launch of Customer Service Week on Friday.

FAO Representative to Tanzania, Fred Kafeero. 

hectares worldwide are 
under organic agricultural 
management and Africa has 
only 2.1 million hectares.

According to the survey, 
Tanzania and Uganda are 
the only countries from 
the EAC region with the 
largest number of organic 
producers in the world.

Uganda took the second 
position in the list with 
210,352 producers of 
organic products behind 
the India with 835,000. 
Tanzania is the sixth with 
148,610 producers. The 
other countries are Mexico, 
Ethiopia, Philippines, Peru, 
Turkey, Italy and Paraguay. 
The survey states that there 
were 41 million hectares 
of wild collection and 
beekeeping areas during the 
period under review.

FiBL asserts that in 
Uganda, fruits are a large 
component of organic 
exports. In particular, organic 
producers in Uganda grow 
apples, bananas, pineapple 
and passion fruit for markets 
in Europe. Demand is high 
for these exotic products, 
and processors in Uganda 
add value by drying and 
packaging them ready for 
retail sale.

In Tanzania, organic 
cocoa and green grams 
are advantageous crops. 
Organic cocoa production 
is concentrated mainly 
in one district of Kyela 
where several large trading 
companies are based. 

Organic green grams are 
produced as a secondary 
crop by most of the nation’s 
cotton farmers based in 
Shinyanga, with easy access 
to the northern borders.
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By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

USING a process known as the Sterile 
Insect Technique (SIT) – developed 
decades ago to target crop-eating insects 
in the United States – UN researchers 
have spent the last 10 years adapting it to 
mosquitoes.

Working with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) tropical diseases 
programme, they have now drawn up 
guidelines for nations wanting to tackle 
disease outbreaks transmitted by the 
winged insects.

“Some countries have already started 
like Italy, Greece and Mauritius, and others 
are on the point of taking it up, for example 
the United States, France and Brazil,” said 
Jeremy Bouyer, medical entomologist 
at the Division of Nuclear Techniques in 
Food and Agriculture, a joint International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) / Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) initiative.

“We already have evidence that SIT 

By Guardian Reporter, Morogoro

THE government yesterday unveiled the 2020-
2025 National Research Agenda for Livestock, 
Fisheries and Marine Life billed to transform the 
sub-sectors.

Speaking at the launch of the plan at the Mazimbu 
Campus of the Sokoine University of Agriculture 
(SUA in Morogoro region, the Minister for Livestock 
and Fisheries Luhaga Mpina said the programme 
is meant to unearth and streamline researches 
conducted by experts over the years and which 
remain in cupboards.

The ministry seeks to introduce them for 
official use so as to spur a revolution in economic 
development.

The sub-sectoral agenda will instill fresh impetus 

for researchers as opposed to the practice in 
the past when their research results used to be 
ignored, he stated.

The minister directed the Tanzania Livestock 
Research Institute (TALIRI) and the Tanzania 
Fisheries Research Institute (TAFIRI) to reform so 
as to conduct research that would bring positive 
results in the livestock and fisheries sectors.

He said the reason for coming up with the 
agendas stemmed from the realization that the 
former agendas failed to utilize the research 
results needed to spur reforms in the vital 
productive sub-sectors.

The former agenda for livestock and fisheries 
researches did not have the formula for their 

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Namanga

LIVESTOCK keepers in Longido District, Arusha 
Region, will from early next year have an expanded 
market for their animals following the construction 
of a state-of-the-art slaughterhouse at Namanga 
Township near the border with Kenya.

The facility described as one of the largest 
abattoirs in East Africa is set for opening next April.

The Deputy Minister for Industry and Trade, 
Stella Manyanya (pictured), paid a visit to the project 
over the weekend and lauded the ongoing efforts. 
“The factory will provide direct employment to 300 
Tanzanians,” she said, noting that the management 
has also figured that 2000 other people will benefit 
from indirect employment linked to the abattoir.

The abattoir being constructed near the Kenya-
Tanzania border in Longido District is expected 
to be completed in March and inaugurated the 
following month.

Speaking about the plant, the officer in-charge of 
the project, Ambrose Mwangonela, stated here that TURN TO PAGE 2

Malaria, Dengue battle takes 
up UN steriliSation technique

buyers from neighboring countries.
The Longido District Commissioner, James 

Mwaisumbe, pointed out that the abattoir stands 
strategically within the cattle precinct, with 
Maasai pastoralists living and keeping livestock in 
the zone.

Livestock keepers in the Northern Zone often 
sell their cattle in neighboring Kenya after taking 
the cattle there using bush footpaths or ’panya’ 
routes.

“The Maasai in Longido, Monduli and 
Ngorongoro District will no longer have to trek 
long distance riding their cattle to markets as 
a major livestock market will be right at their 
doorstep,” the DC enthused.

The Longido meat processing factory is also 
expected to generate revenues amounting to over 
1 billion/- per year, he said.

Baraka Solomon, a cattle trader who usually 
supplies livestock to the International Cattle 
Auction, laments that dealers face cumbersome 
bureaucracy in securing control numbers that 
enable them to pay for relevant permits.

 “Sometimes we are told to apply for control 
numbers through websites. This regulation does 
not take into account the fact that the animals are 
found in remote areas where there is no internet 

Ministry queries
cooperatives on
cashew purchase, 
picks probe team
The minister gave an example of Coast Region in 
Sangasanga Amcos that cheated by showing it had 
collected 218,000 kgs while in reality it had delivered 
212,000 kgs
By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government has now admitted that there 
were irregularities in its buying of cashewnuts 
from farmers in the 2018/19 season, forming a 
probe team to unearth what went wrong.

Agriculture minister Japhet Hasunga said here 
yesterday that he has formed a probe team of 
five people to verify the buying processes and 
payments made after it came to light that there 
were numerous irregularities. 

Hasunga also directed the Controller and 
Auditor General (CAG) to look into the 53.2bn/- TURN TO PAGE 2
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Govt unveils new research plan 
to transform livestock, fisheries

The agenda  will instill fresh 
impetus for researchers, as 
opposed to the practice in the 
past when their research results 
were ignored
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that had remained in the suspended Cashewnut 
Development Fund, money that was earmarked 
for building three cashewnut processing 
factories, including warehouses.

Addressing a press conference, the minister 
said the government purchased the crop through 
the Cereals and Other Crops Board but it has 
come to light that irregularities including fake 
payments, fictitious weights and non-existent 
farmers were prevalent.

He urged farmers who are still to be paid to 
submit their claims to the probe team, saying the 

Longido herders to skip ‘panya’ 
routes as giant abattoir goes up 

is able to reduce the density of 
mosquitoes very significantly and now 
we must prove that it will also impact 
the transmission of the disease.”

Describing the Sterile Insect 
Technique as an insect birth control 
method, Bouyer explained that it 
involves releasing sterile males that 
will out-compete the wild males in the 
field and they will induce sterility in the 
females so that their eggs will not hatch 
, thus controlling the next generation.

If this is done for long enough, “you 
will be able to reduce, and in some 
cases, eliminate the target population,” 
he asserted.

Working with the WHO tropical 
diseases programme, Bouyer’s team 
developed guidelines for nations 
wanting to tackle disease outbreaks 
transmitted by mosquitoes.

Highlighting progress in automating 
and upscaling the mass production 
of sterile mosquito populations, 
which can be released from a drone 
in their hundreds of thousands 
over communities, he stated: “The 
important bottlenecks which were 
sex sorting and drone release are now 
solved so we are ready for pilot testing.”

 Dengue, along with other diseases 
transmitted by mosquitoes - malaria, 
Zika, chikungunya and yellow fever 
– account for about 17 per cent of 

Livestock and Fisheries minister Luhaga Mpina cuts a ribbon at the Morogoro-based Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA) yesterday to 
inaugurate the 2020-2025 national agenda on the development of livestock, fisheries and aquatic organisms. With him (from-L) are deputy 
minister Abdallah Ulega, Morogoro regional commissioner Loata ole Sanare and SUA vice chancellor Prof Raphael Chibunda. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

the slaughterhouse being built at the cost of 11bn/- 
will be able to handle 2000 goats and 500 cattle per 
day and process the meat for added value, packaging 
and export.

The abattoir, run by Eliya Overseas Co will also, 
make use of leftovers from the meat being processed 
to manufacture other animal feeds for dogs, cats, 
fish, poultry and swans, along with cattle, he said.

The slaughterhouse is strategically placed next 
to the Eworendeke International Livestock Market 
where cattle, goats, sheep and other animals from 
all over Tanzania are auctioned. The market attract 
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team will work in partnership with a ministerial 
committee formed to verify the crop and whose 
task formally ends by January 15.

He said the funds issued by the government for 
the task – over 700bn/- was a lot of money hence 
the need to ensure it reached the farmers.

“We must verify the names from primary to 
secondary cooperatives and those that went to the 
payrolls for payment by TADB. This will be done by 
working in conjunction with the Cereals and Other 
Crops Board to check those names that went to 
the bank, including the money that is recorded to 
have been paid to the bank, whether it all went to 
farmers’ accounts.”

The probe team will also look into whether 
there was dirty business in the transactions, he 
declared, noting that the ministry discovered that 
some cooperatives, even though the defense and 
security committees verified them, had fraudulent 
payments especially on whether the farmers who 
were paid were genuine.

The minister gave an example of Coast Region 
in Sangasanga Amcos that cheated by showing it 
had collected 218,000 kgs while in reality it had 
delivered 212,000 kgs.

The coop also cheated in saying the cashew nuts 
collected was of Grade 1 quality while 244 kgs were 
of inferior quality. There were fictitious payments 
to nonexistent people who were not farmers, with 
a total of 222.3m/- being paid to the ghost farmers, 
he stated.

“This irregularity is in respect of only one 
cooperative, but we have also faced with similar 
situations in Tandahimba. If it was not for the 
trustworthiness of people who were verifying 
around 1.6bn/- would have been paid fraudulently,” 
the minister declared.

He said some cooperative officials in collaboration 
with others used fictitious names for effecting 
payments, and to ensure there is no repetition, 
the next buying season the government will verify 
the names from the cooperatives, how much each 
farmer is to be paid from the kilograms of the crops 
he has sold so as to know they are not ghost farmers.

If there is any farmer who is yet to be paid for his 
crop, then his name must be known and why he is 
yet to be paid. Up to the end of the season 222,561.2 
tons of raw cashew crop was collected valued at 
723.8bn/-, he specified.

 “The cashew nuts were of different grades; for 
Grade One 204,476.1 tons valued at 674.71/- was 
collected, but for Grade 218,084.9 tons valued at 
47.7bn/- was collected.”

The crop that has already been paid for was 

217,786 tons valued at 707.8bn/-.
“We have already paid for this crop but there are 

several issues that have come up, -- first some of 
the farmers are yet to be paid and the aim of the 
government is to pay all of them,” he said.

During their last meeting with President John 
Magufuli, regional commissioners for Mtwara, 
Lindi, Ruvuma and Coast regions were asked how 
much money was still demanded by farmers. 
Everyone stated his amount and the total came to 
40bn/-, whereupon the president sanctioned that 
the money be issued for payment to farmers.

Special audit by CAG
In December 2016 the government suspended 

the Cashew Nut Development Fund and 53.2bn/- 
that was in the fund’s account was earmarked for 
the construction of three cashew nuts processing 
factories and warehouses, the minister recalled.

He said another use of the fund money was to 
develop the crop but the Cashewnuts Board put the 
money to other uses.

What surprised the ministry was that when the 
cashew nuts auction was in progress those who 
ordered gunny bags said the government owes 
them money for distributing bags for the 2017/18 
season.

“There is a firm demanding 7bn/-, another one 
5bn/- and they said they had already distributed 
the bags while the procedure was that the buyer 
buys the crop and pays for the bags. The question 
is why they are demanding the money now,” he 
elaborated.

“When the ministry asked for an explanation 
from the board they provided some detailed 
expenditure for the money that had remained in 
the fund – 53.2bn/- and out of which they spent 
28.1bn/- to buy inputs, but worse still they said they 
spent 12.2bn/- to buy gunny bags. Now the question 
is if the money was used to pay for the bags, why is 
there a new demand,” he quizzed.

“There is money that was issued to pay for past 
bank loans to cooperatives – Tanecu was paid 
1.87bn/-, Koecu 2.12bn/- instead of being put to 
the construction of cashew nuts processing plants 
and warehouses. And worse, as the board was 
supervising the exercise it paid out 638.9m/- to 
board executives, some cash used to pay for sitting 
allowances for stakeholders – a total of nearly 1bn/- 
to organize the sittings.”

What goes on in the current season
Since the start of open auctions for cashew nuts 

the exercise is going on well and the number of 
buyers is big while the prices also go up due to the 
crop’s large demand, the minister added.

FROM PAGE 1

identification, enlistment and utilization, 
especially researched from Masters and PhD 
students, he stated.

 He said: “It does not make sense – the 
researches by students in higher learning 
institutions are papers when they complete 
their studies and get pass marks to end up 
in cupboards. Today every degree holder 
will have to prepare a policy brief that will 
enable users, including the government to 
make changes or preparing policies and laws 
thereof.”

Since the research agendas on livestock 
and fisheries did not have procedures in 
putting up regulations that would ensure 
research implementation, research agendas 
that are announced put up regulations 
that act as guidance in supervision and 
accountability of the concerned, he stated.

Former research agendas did not have 
a system to integrate other livestock and 
fisheries researchers hence everyone did 
his research in his own way, a situation that 
made one issue being researched upon 
by more than one person and without a 
coordinating platform.

The agendas just unveiled abide by the 
needs of national priorities, widening the 
scope of research as well as conducting 
research that provides answers to the 
nation’s needs. He mentioned these needs 
as relating to enhancing production of 
beef, dairy products, fish, hides and skins, 
livestock fodder, preserving grazing areas 
and stemming land use conflicts.

Traditionally, when teaching curricula are 
established they are not researched upon 
from time to time, resulting in having lessons 
that are not really needed in the job market. 
Similarly it is unclear where students who 

graduate end up as there is no monitoring 
system, he said.

Even though conflicts increase between 
herders and other users of land, resulting in 
the many challenges brought by the conflicts, 
this area was not incorporated in the former 
research agendas, the minister noted.

He said other crosscutting issues such 
zoonotic diseases, bearing in mind 60 
percent of non-communicable diseases 
come from animal products.

To stem this situation research is needed 
on fodder, grazing areas and animal feed, he 
said, noting further that sustainable fishing 
in natural waters was also not found in 
former research agendas.

The ministry will continue to cooperate 
with other stakeholders to ensure that the 
results of researches made reach those who 
need them in time so as to benefit them and 
the nation in general, he added. 

FROM PAGE 1

coverage and local residents hardly   own 
smart phones,” he complained.

Tanzania ranks third in Africa after Ethiopia 
and Sudan in numbers of livestock as the 
country has 21.3 million cattle, 15.2 million 
goats, 6.4 million sheep and 1.6 million pigs, 
with 98 percent of these being local breeds 
belonging to nomadic pastoralists, kept mainly 
under the traditional grazing system.

The National Livestock Population Census 
of 2014 showed that Arusha region tops 
the country’s bill with a total of 5.8 million 
domestic fauna, with 1,373,839 cattle, 1,497,361 
goats, 1,138,852 sheep, 20,580 pigs and 
1,673,702 chicken. Tanzania has 31 regions.

In Arusha, it is Ngorongoro District which 
boasts the largest number of livestock. The 
scantly populated precinct is overwhelmed 
with 640,000 livestock, mostly cattle 
and accounts for 35 percent of the cattle 
population  in the region.

Traditional pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists produce an estimated 1.65 billion 
litres of milk, equivalent to 70 percent of 
total dairy production, valued at 701bn/-. The 
milk sub-sector reportedly provides direct 
employment to more than 2.2 million people 
countrywide.

Statistics show that Tanzania has the second 
largest livestock population on the African 
continent after Ethiopia, boasting of 32.5 
million heads of cattle, 18.8 million goats and 
5.3 million sheep.

FROM PAGE 1

Longido herders to skip panya 
routes as giant abattoir goes up 

all deaths from infectious diseases 
globally, according to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

The agency is expecting 110 countries 
to report dengue cases this year.

On average, WHO registers three 
million cases every year, but they may 
reach four million in 2019, it said.

Florence Fouque, team leader of the 
UN-sponsored TDR, the Programme 
for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases, said that it would likely 
take around four years before it is 
known whether the pilot tests have 
been successful in reducing disease 
transmission.

“Sometimes very low population of 
mosquito can still transmit disease, so 

what we have to measure is the impact 
on the people, and this is what we want 
to do because it has never been done 
until now,” she said.

“Two major species of mosquitoes 
… are transmitting several diseases, 
which are viruses, including dengue, 
zika, chikungunya, yellow fever; but it is 
only about two species, Aedes aegypti 
and Aedes albopictus.”

If successful, the potential health 
benefits could be enormous, said 
Raman Velayudhan, Coordinator, from 
the WHO Department of Neglected 
Tropical Diseases (NTDs).

Of the current dengue epidemic, 
he said: “Many countries in the world 
have reported an increase, and we 
have reports from Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Philippines, and a few African countries 

and almost 10 other Latin American 
countries, dengue has continued to 
increase.”

Highlighting the safety of the 
irradiation technique, Bouyer insisted 
that no test tube manufactured genes 
– known as transgenes – were being 
inserted into mosquitoes.

“The mutations we are creating 
with this system are random, so we 
are not transgenic. We are not putting 
transgenes into the mosquitoes and 
they are occurring naturally in the 
population,” he said. “It’s just that we 
have enough mutations to create full 
sterility in what we release. But there 
is no particular concern with what 
we release; the mosquitoes are not 
radioactive, they are just irradiated and 
thus sterilized.”

FROM PAGE 1

Malaria, dengue battle takes up UN sterilization technique

Government queries cooperatives on
cashew purchases, picks probe team

Govt unveils new research plan to transform livestock, fisheries

Ubungo district commissioner Kisare Makori (2nd-L) and NMB Bank Plc head of consumer banking Omari Mtiga unveil a plaque in Dar es 
Salaam at the weekend when gracing the launch of the bank’s Mbezi Louis branch. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Mufindi

THE Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Tourism, Constantine 
Kanyasu, has expressed gratitude to the people of Finland for their 
support to Tanzania’s forest sector.

Speaking here on Thursday last week during the launch of Participatory 
Plantation Forestry Programme (PFP) Phase II  at Mafinga Town in 
Mufindi District, Iringa Region.

He said since the 1970s, Finland has been Tanzania’s key partner in 
implementing sustainable forest management efforts for the benefit of 
Tanzanians and the world at large.

 “I thank the Finnish taxpayers for their support in management of our 
forests and for ensuring that the sector makes significant contribution 
to the conservation of environment and the nation as a whole,” Kanyasu 
said.

 He mentioned the a few things that Finnish government have helped 
Tanzania  in the fields of higher education for our experts; Research; 
Developing the current Forest Policy, Program and supporting its 
implementation.  

“As I speak, the Finnish government is funding the implementation 
of our other Forest and Value Chain Development (FORVAC) project, 
implemented by the Ministry in the ten districts of Tanga, Dodoma, 
Lindi and Ruvuma. I would like to acknowledge that the Forestry 
Sector would not be as it is today without the support of the Finnish 
people,” he said. 

He added that the National Forest Policy of 1998, is the 
among other things, has directed the participation of citizens 
in planting and managing forests to ensure that the Forestry 
Industry contributes more to the individual and the nation’s 
overall income.

In addition, the Policy emphasized creating a conducive environment 
for the private sector and especially small-scale farmers to engage in 
commercial forestry activities.

Deputy minister hails Finland 
for supporting  forest industry
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By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

MORE than 1360 young people, from eight 
mainland regions of Tanzania, have so far 
been empowered with entrepreneurship 
skills, issued by a government agency, 
targeting to make them more self-reliant 
and industrious in a bid to create self-
employment. 

The training sessions are being conducted 
under the five-year youth skills reinforcement 
programme which commenced in 2016 and 
targeting to reach out to over 4.4 million 
young people, when it finally climaxes in the 
year 2021. 

A total of 168 young people have just 
underwent the training in Arusha, and 

among these there were 22 physically 
challenged individuals. The Arusha training 
was conducted for nine days and officially 
closed by the deputy minister, in the 
Prime Minister’s office (Labor, Youth and 
Employment), Anthony Mavunde.

 “The government has been setting aside 
council budgets to empower women, youth 
and the disabled, but it has come to light that, 
the target groups have not been benefiting 
much, that is why the National Assembly is 
now coming up with special Act to oversee 
the funds’ disbursement,” said Mavunde.

Executed under the National Citizen 
Empowerment Council the training, with 
only two years to go before the program 
folds up, has so far managed to benefit nearly 

1400 young people from eight mainland 
regions on entrepreneurship skills through 
sessions that aim to make them employers 
instead of seeking employment.

 “We want to have youths that provide 
employment to other school leavers, not the 
ones who tarmac to seek jobs that usually 
don’t come easily,” Mavunde maintained.

More than 50 percent of the country’s 
population (currently at 55 million) is made 
up of youth and children under the age of 18.

Training coordinator from the National 
Citizen Empowerment Council, Florah 
Kajela said they had recruited trainees 
from four districts of Arusha, including the 
City (Arusha-Urban), Arumeru, Monduli 
and Arusha-Rural, adding the program 

had placed emphasis on handicapped 
youth who need support than their well-off 
counterparts.

She did not explain when the remaining 
four districts of Longido, Karatu and 
Ngorongoro are going to benefit from 
another round of the youth training. 

The Arusha Regional Administrative 
Secretary (RAS), Richard Kwitega explained 
that the training sessions that took nine days 
covered topics on customer care, capital 
management and opportunity realizations, 
adding that the training went on smoothly.

On their part the trainees admitted that 
the training sessions were useful but many 
of them were being constrained by lack of 
initial capitals for starting their investments.

Govt to empower 4.5 million youth with 
entrepreneurship skills for self-reliance

Tanzania Breweries Ltd CEO Philip Redman (R) with East Africa Television (EATV) presenter Deogratius Kithama late last week moments after EATV and East Africa 
Radio interviewed the former on a business promotion campaign programme. Photo courtesy of EATV

By Guardian Correspondent, Rufiji

THE National Environmental 
Management Council (NEMC) is 
satisfied by the progress work on the 
Julius Nyerere Hydro Power Project on 
Rufiji River including the adherence to 
the Environment Impact Assessment 
(EIA) which has seen no destruction 
to the environment due to the ongoing 
construction work.

NEMC director general Dr. Samuel 
Gwamaka revealed this at the weekend 
when he visited the project site 
during which he witnessed the main 
contractors – JV Arab Contractors and 
Elsewedy Electric supervision project 
work as well as ensuring conserving 
the environment.

DR Gwamaka said: “This project, 
upon completion will generate 2115 
MW of power, the country’s biggest 
hydro power project hence there is 
a need to make a close follow-up to 
ensure the work does not harm the 
environment.” 

He said NEMC has opened up a 

special zone near the project site for 
making follow-up on environment 
conservation due to the increase of 
human activities.

He said the project will alleviate 
power shortage in the country and 
even export power to neighbouring 
countries, and called on all 
stakeholders to ensure the project is 
completed without any noticeable 
impact to the environment inside the 
Nyerere National Park. 

He said the completion of the project 
will spur the increase of tourists in the 
country due to the existence of the 
project including the infrastructure 
that will be built, all of which stand to 
drive the country’s economic growth. 

He said NEMC will continue to give 
education as well as the best way 
to conserve the environment to the 
workers in the project and local people 
in the environs.

Visit of NEMC Managing Director to 
the project site is part of the Council’s 
efforts to oversee environmental 
conservation.

NEMC satisfied with environment 
conservation initiatives at Nyerere 
hydropower project on Rufiji river
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By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE government has vowed to 
continue improving teaching and learning 
environment in higher learning institutions 
for the country to realize its industrialisation 
agenda.

Deputy Minister for Industry and Trade, 
Engineer Stella Manyanya made the remarks 
over the weekend when speaking at the 54th 
graduation ceremony of College of Business 
Education (CBE), where 2,439 were conferred 
with certificates, diploma, degree and 
master’s degree.

Eng Manyanya said: “The fifth-phase 
government is determined to ensure the 
industrialisation drive is realised and that’s 
why we’re investing heavily in education to 
get as many experts as possible.”

She however called on responsible 
authorities to stop from diverting the money 
allocated for expansion of the higher learning 
institutions into other activities as doing so 
is to derail government’s efforts to bolster 
education in the country.

“Despite hefty investment in higher 
learning institutions, but we came to realize 
that there is a problem somewhere because 
not all funds that were allocated to the 
universities reach the right destination. 

We’ve started working on it and everything 
will be okay,” she said.

She however lauded CBE staff and 
management for the achievement they 
had recorded since the establishment of 
the college 54 years ago, adding that the 
government is aware of lack of suitable 
infrastructure that face  its higher learning 
institutions including CBE.

 “I also congratulate you for the good 
development of construction of hostel in Dar 
es Salaam and Dodoma Campus where World 
Bank is involved for the purpose of “Public 
Private Partnership” (PPP), I visited the place 
and witnessed that everything is going as   
planned.  I commend you for these efforts,” 
said Manyanya.

Eng Manyanya also commended the CBE 
management for good supervision of the 
college funds something which enabled the 
college to get clean certificate from the office 
of Controller and Auditor General (CAG).

She said CBE also got clean certificate of 
public procurement that they were awarded 
by Public Procurement Regulatory Authority 
(PPRA) which enabled the college to emerge 
number two for achieving clean certificates 
of public procurement.

Deputy minister said she is happy that CBE 
has improved in universities ranking position 

By Getrude Mbago, Karatu

HADZABE community at Mikocheni 
village in Karatu district, Arusha region has 
embarked on modern beekeeping projects 
something which will improve their 
income and also preserve environment to 
reduce the effects of climate change.

With support from the Tanzania Social 
Action Fund (TASAF), the community 
have installed over 150 modern bee hives 
in one of the forests in the village.

Speaking to journalists who visited 
the project during the weekend, the 
community commended the government 
through TASAF for capacitating the group 
with essential skills, knowledge, funds and 
equipment to achieve the goal.

Simon Mafie, village executive officer 
said that bringing the project to the 
Hadzabe community is a great step and 
will bring relief to the community which 
is now grappling with climate change 
impacts.

According to him, apart from providing 
the community food, the project will help 
improve their lives by earning income 
after seeking bee products like honey and 
wax.

He said the project worth 25m/- benefits 
over 100 Hadza poor people thus enabling 
them live a relieved life.

Another beneficiary Debora Israel said 
that the community especially women 
have received the project with huge joy as 
it is going to transform lives of the hunters.

Rafael Safari, project secretary at the 
village said that experts went to train 
the community on modern bee keeping 
to enable them harvest more honey and 
earn extra income.

“We expect to start harvesting honey 
in January next year, we hope that we are 
going to earn a lot of money as one hive 
produce not less that 10kg of honey…So 
we really commend Tasaf for bringing this 
project in our village,” he said.

He said TASAF had also promised to 
continue monitoring and supporting the 
community to ensure that the project 
brings positive impact for the community’s 
development.

For her part, Resteli Hayuma, Tasaf 
coordinator in Karatu said the project 
included imparting awareness and 
modern beekeeping husbandry skills for 
productivity improvement.

“We also sensitize and train  the 
community in entrepreneurship 
and business development skills for 
empowerment of marketing beekeeping 
products and provision of 150 modern 
beehives and other beekeeping materials 
to the community through their formed 

Beekeeping projects revitalise Mikocheni Hadzabe community

Govt to bolster learning conditions at varsities, govt vows

Kigoma regional commissioner Brig Gen (rtd) Emmanuel Maganga (R) verifies the biometric re-registration of a cell phone line shortly after 
inaugurating a Tigo kiosk at Lubengela in Kigoma Region yesterday. He is with the mobile phone service provider’s Lake Zone director, Uthmaan 
Madati. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

from being number 53 to 15 within 
the period of five years.

CBE Rector, Prof Emanuel Mjema, 
said the college continues with its 
mission to sharpen its academicians 
for further studies at the level of 
master’s degrees and PhDs by using 
college internal funds.

Prof Mjema said despite all efforts 
by the college to develop carriers 
of its staff, currently they have only 
16 academicians with PhDs and 
among 178 lecturers they have, the 
college has managed to send 44 for 
PhD studies and six out of them for 
masters degree.

Prof Mjema applauded the 
government for regular employment 
opportunities for lecturers at the 
college adding that according to the 
number of students the college has, 
they need to increase the number 
of lecturers to 240 from the current 
178 they have.

Prof Mjema congratulated 
government for paying salaries of 
the college staff something that 
enable the college to run its daily 
activities smoothly adding that their 
core business at the college is to 
teach, to do research and provide 
academic consultancies.

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein says his 
government will continue to hold elders in high esteem by 
improving social and economic services to enable them 
live happily and peacefully.

Dr Shein said this yesterday at different occasions at 
Amani CCM Hall in Zanzibar West Region when speaking 
to elders from the party’s Zanzibar Urban District.  

He said the Zanzibar Revolutionary Government 
(SMZ) is preparing a law for the elders’ upkeep including 
regulations that would see giving identity cards to them.

He added that SMZ will continue to make deliberate 
efforts to ensure all elders are listed for community 
pension payment every month even to those elders who 
don’t have birth certificates.

He explained that his government is also in the process 
of establishing special social pension programme as laid 
down b y the party’s election manifesto and that he will 
ensure he will supervises the programme before he leaves 
office.

Dr Shein, who is also CCM’s Vice Chairman for Zanzibar 
said there was a need for the elders to explain the youths 
the importance of holding the elders in high esteem due 
to their great accomplishment for the country. 

He said SMZ values efforts by the elders they took 
during the struggle for independence of Tanganyika 
through Afro Shirazi Party (ASP) and Tanganyika African 
National Union (TANU) — the fore bearers of CCM, and 
added that the elders were the ones who built Zanzibar 
after liberating it.

He also used the occasion to congratulate the elders 
who fought for the country which enabled it to make huge 
development strides

Dr Shein was moved by the elders’ statement read at the 
meeting and said that all promises made by the party will 
be implemented step by step.

He said it was important at this time to maintain the 
obtaining peace and unity in the country as well as taking 
steps to strengthen the party.

He said victory for the party in election is a foregone 
conclusion since it was a directive from the party’s 
Constitution as laid down in its objectives, and added 
that since the party is liked by the majority, then it was 
important for whatever has been planned by the party is 
implemented.

He added that victory for the party was essential for 
the continuation of the Union between Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar initiated by Mwalimu Julius Nyerere and Abeid 
Amaniu Karume. 

He said since the January 12 Revolution Zanzibar has 
changed a lot and will continue to change due to good 
work by the party and its leaders.

SMZ will continue to hold elders
in high esteem, affirms Dr Shein

groups,” she said.
The Hadza, or Hadzabe, are an indigenous ethnic group 

in north-central Tanzania, living around Lake Eyasi in the 
central Rift Valley and in the neighboring Serengeti Plateau. 
Genetically, the Hadza are not closely related to any other 
people.

They are considered one of the last hunter-gatherer tribes 
in Africa with approximately 1,300 tribe members. Their 
native homeland includes the Eyasi Valley and nearby hills. 

The Hadza remain an important study focus for 
anthropologists, as they represent a modern link to ways of 
human existence and survival largely abandoned by most of 
humanity.

Hadza people survive by hunting their food with hand-
made bows and arrows and foraging for edible plants. The 
Hadza diet is primarily plant-based but also consists of meat, 
fat, and honey. They create temporary shelters of dried grass 
and branches, and they own few possessions.
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

T
HE declaration on the 
elimination of violence 
against women was 
adopted without vote  by 

the United Nations General Assembly 
in its resolution in December 1993. 
Contained within it is the recognition 
of  the urgent need for the universal 
application to women of the rights 
and principles with regard to equality, 
security, liberty, integrity and dignity 
of all human beings. The resolution is 
often seen as complementary to, and 
a strengthening of, the work of the 
convention on the elimination of all 
forms of discrimination against women  
and vienna declaration and programme 
of action. It recalls and embodies the 
same rights and principles as those 
enshrined in such instruments as the 
universal declaration of human rights 
and   provides the most widely used 
definition of violence against women.  
As a consequence of the resolution, 
in 1999, the General Assembly, led 
by the representative from the 
Dominican Republic, designated 25 
November as the International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women. 

The international recognition that 
women have a right to a life free from 
violence is a recent one. Historically, 
their struggles with violence, and with 
the impunity that often protects the 
perpetrators, is linked with their fight 
to overcome discrimination. Since 
its founding the United Nations has 
concerned itself with the advancement 
of women’s rights,  but did not 
specifically target the high rates of 
female targeted violence until 1993. 
One of the aims of the resolution was to 
overturn the prevailing governmental 
stance that violence against women 
was a private, domestic matter not 
requiring state intervention. To mark 
International Women’s Day on 8 March 

1993, General Secretary, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, issued a statement 
in preparation of the declaration 
explicitly outlining the UN’s role in the  
promotion  and  protection of women’s 
rights.

Violence against women and girls is 
a hidden global crisis which knows no 
boundaries of geography or culture. 
But, marginalized women, such as poor 
women and girls, are most likely to 
experience it, most often at the hands 
of their husbands or partners.

Violence against women and girls 
takes many different forms, including 
domestic violence, sexual assault and 
harassment, child, early and forced 
marriage, sex trafficking, so called 
‘honour’ crimes and female genital 
mutilation. It is rooted in the gender 
inequality that women face throughout 
their lives from childhood through to 
old age.

Many perpetrators believe that 
violence toward women and girls is 
normal or appropriate behaviour, 
supported by society. They feel that 
they can commit violence without 
disapproval.

It is one of the most widespread 
violations of human rights and has 
long-term devastating effects on the 
lives of women, their communities and 
wider society. It is time to say ‘enough 
is enough’. We want violence against 
women to end.

Each year, the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against 
Women marks the start of 16 days 
of activism against gender-based 
violence.  Human rights organisations 
such as Centre for Women’s Global 
Leadership,  Unifem, Women Won’t 
Wait, Women for a Change, Women’s 
Aid, and other groups join together to 
speak out against gender violence and 
to promote the rights and principles of 
the declaration.

Violence against women still one of the 
most prevalent human rights violations 

By Kaleyesus Bekele 

T
HE International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
is a UN specialized agency that 
regulates the global aviation 

industry. Ethiopia is one of the founding 
members of ICAO. Headquartered 
in Montreal Canada, ICAO provides 
capacity building programs for 
African civil aviation authorities. The 
organization is striving to ensure safe air 
transport and environmental protection 
regulations all over the world. Through 
its regional offices the organization 
is closely working with African civil 
aviation authorities. Currently, ICAO is 
marking its 75th anniversary. Kaleyesus 
Bekele of The Reporter talked to Barry 
Kashambo, Regional Director ICAO East 
and Southern Africa Office. Excerpts:

The Reporter: As ICAO celebrates its 
75th anniversary, how do you describe 
the contribution of the organization to 
the development of air transport?

Barry Kashambo: The signing of 
the Convention to International Civil 
Aviation in Chicago, in 1944, ushered 
in an era of an organized civil air 
transport system of uniform application 
of standards and recommended 
practices (ICAO SARPs), to which the 
air transport has continued to thrive as 
the fastest, most organized and safest 
mode of transport. It’s significant and 
worthwhile to mention that Ethiopia 
was one of the few States that pioneer 
signatories to the convention in 1944. 
The uniform application of rules and 
requirements has allowed connection 
of people and cities and transportation 
of goods and cargo for commercial and 
humanitarian/peace keeping purposes. 
Aviation remains to be the single most 
important mode of transport for the 
tourism sector and has enormously 
contributed to trade and agriculture 
especially the export of high value 
and perishable products. In a nutshell, 
aviation has and is increasingly making 
significant contribution to national 
economic and social development.

What type of assistance has ICAO 
been providing to African countries in 
the areas of capacity building?

Africa as a continent has faced 
challenges in capacity building and 
investment in expensive aviation 
related infrastructure. Over the 
decades, ICAO has provided assistance, 
support and guidance to states through 
technical cooperation/assistance 
or training. Through its Technical 
Cooperation Bureau, Global Aviation 
Training and Regional offices, ICAO 
continues to promote, undertake and 
monitor capacity building initiatives 
and program aimed at not only 
increasing the capability to comply 
with ICAO SARPs but also to address 

the biggest challenge of inadequate 
qualified technical personnel/experts 
in aviation. Africa is not unique in this 
deficiency and ICAO through dedicated 
Comprehensive Regional Programs for 
safety and Security/Facilitation (AFI 
Plan and AFI SECFAL Plans) amongst 
others has given priority to capacity 
building at national and continent level. 
Significant progress has been posted 
since inception of the in the programs.

Though Africa has made a significant 
progress in terms of aviation safety 
in the last few years safety remains a 
concern in the African aviation industry. 
What are the tangible results that have 
been noted in ensuring safety in Africa? 
How is ICAO helping African nations to 
address safety issues?

As I mentioned above, significant 
progress has been made in the area of 
aviation safety and this is evidenced by 
the increase and steady improvement 
in the performance of states after 
ICAO Safety Audits. Furthermore, the 
significant drop in accident rates is 
indicative of improved safety levels. In 
fact, Africa posted two years consecutive 
years of non-fatal accidents in 2016 and 
2017. 

It’s, therefore, true that aviation safety 
has, is and will continue to steadily 
improve. ICAO is committed to enhance 
and implement programs that will 
support member states and industry 
efforts to sustain the momentum of the 
achievements posted so far. Despite the 
recent unfortunate accident involving 
ET 302, the effective implementation 
of oversight systems of Ethiopia is well 
above the global average and is set to 
improve in the audit scheduled for 
2020.

Through ICAO continuous technical 

cooperation/assistance program and 
no country left behind initiatives 
progress has been made in the Effective 
implementation of ICAO SARPs and 
Resolution of 20 Significant Safety 
Concern in the region. ICAO has taken 
several actions for Establishment 
and Strengthening of Regional Safety 
Oversight Organizations (RSOO) in 
Africa.

Shortage of aviation professionals 
like ATCs and inspectors is a challenge 
in Africa. How is ICAO in collaboration 
with AFCAC addressing this issue?

The lack of adequately trained aviation 
professional is the single most challenge 
in Africa. This has been compounded 
by the slow attraction of youth into the 
industry and the expensive training 
and long carrier progression path 
of aviation. Aviation is competing 
with new entrants into employment 
arena such as telecommunication 
companies. However, together with 
AFCAC, ICAO has a continental flag 
ship programs to train, expose and 
engage young aviation professionals. 
Such programs include the Human 
Resources Development Fund (HRDF) 
endorsed by the African Union and 
the ICAO New generation Aviation 
Program (NGAP). In collaboration with 
Aviation Training Organizations and 
the Association of African Aviation 
Training Organizations (AATO) based 
in Addis Ababa at the kind hosting 
of Ethiopia, ICAO under the auspices 
of Global Aviation Training assesses 
and evaluates training programs for 
quality, relevance and content including 
physical infrastructure for acceptance 
and compliance with standards and 
minimum requirements. ATOs that 
meet the requirements are awarded 

TRAINAIR PLUS status and Ethiopian 
Airways Aviation Academy is one of 
those existing globally. Despite the 
recent increase in TRAINAIR Plus ATOs 
in Africa, more are needed to meet 
the demand and replacement of aging 
aviation professionals.

Environment is one of the debatable 
issues in the global aviation industry. And 
currently, ICAO is working vigorously 
on environmental regulations. Can you 
elaborate that effort?

The Aviation sector remains to be 
the pioneer of all sectors to establish 
and institute a global sustainable 
mechanism to reduce Carbon dioxide 
(CO2), emissions that lead to global 
warming and address the challenge 
of climate change. As champions of 
market-based measures, the 39th ICAO 
Assembly endorsed the landmark 
Carbon Offsetting and Reduction 
scheme for International Aviation 
(CORSIA) and related resolutions. 
Consequently in 2018, the Council 
approved the provisions of new Annex 
16 Volume IV to the Chicago convention 
being standards and recommended 
practices for CORSIA. In the same vain, 
the Environment Training Manual 
Volume IV, also referred to as ICAO Doc 
9501, reflects the guidance material for 
the implementation of CORSIA. ICAO 
has taken several actions to ensure that 
the No Country Left Behind (NCLB) 
initiative is incorporated in the regional 
environmental activities. States are 
assisted through the establishment of 
Buddy Partnerships on State Action 
Plans (SAPs), CORSIA or on Sustainable 
Aviation Fuels (SAFs) and the 
establishment of the Action, Capacity-
building and Training on CORSIA (ACT-
CORSIA) initiative.

ICAO’s endeavour in ensuring aviation safety

Taifa Stars win an uplift but it 
should not alter team alertness

S
OCCER fans in Dar es Salaam 
who thronged the National 
Stadium to see the Taifa Stars 
encounter with Equatorial 

Guinea were elated by the last minute 
second goal that ended the tension and 
moaning after the regular 90 minutes 
ended at one all score line.  As a matter 
of fact the match was a pain for around 
two thirds of the game as the visitors 
took the lead in 15 minutes through 
Pedro Obiang, and it wasn’t before 
the 68th minute, 23 minutes after the 
resumption of play, that midfielder 
Simon Msuva equalized. All that time 
Taifa Stars fans were speechless or 
groaning, knowing that if the score 
reached 0-2 all would be lost.

Nothing was in actual fact lost 
except perhaps the patience with 
observers and analysts, and they 
would have had much more to say 
had the score remained stuck at one 
all. It was the visiting side that had 
some problems with the equalizer 
as it came out of muscled play at the 
goalmouth, and techniques that are 
definitely fair as the referee did not 
signal a foul and a penalty. The goal 
and plenty of the play inside had 
hallmarks of a rather rough game, 
tackling and marking, which isn’t 
surprising but not really elegant.

At the end of the game it was clear 
that Taifa Stars had a definite advantage 
in their next matches, and especially 
one with the visitors at Malabo, where 
the coach Sebastian Migne intends to 
be really mean with Taifa Stars when 
they pay a return visit. And as results in 
competitions at the end of last season 
and the start of this championship 

season show, when a team is in definite 
advantage it tends to slacken in the 
next encounter - and that provides a 
fillip for the presumed underdogs to go 
for the killing. That is an issue when the 
side goes to Malabo, and even before 
that, they may slacken against well 
drilled Libya.

The last group match for the Libyans 
was an encounter with much fancied 
Tunisia, with Libyans playing in Tunisia 
as home ground owing to unfinished 
political upheaval back home. The fact 
that Tunisia 4-1 does not imply that 
Libya are a pushover, as those days are 
over, and noticeably Libya also made it 
to the Africa Cup of Nations past finals 
in Egypt, so they are force to reckon 
with. It thus implies that Taifa Stars 
should not bask in the praise for the 
hard fighting in the National Stadium 
event, prepare for more.

These worries aside, it is evidently 
right for Taifa Stars fans and the 
country at large to marvel at our ability 
to teach some soccer lessons to visitors, 
not only here but also at times in their 
own backyards, as with Kenya and 
Sudan. Much less than our chronic fear 
of Egyptian sides, these two national 
sides used to throw bits of mud at 
our side to come back home early in 
continental tournaments, but lately 
we have had a few moments of both 
fun and something close to glory. We 
are not yet in the Africa Cup of Nations 
quarter finals potential side seemingly, 
while others have gone all the way to 
the top and down again to become 
another struggling side like Zambia, 
Mali, Congo DRC, Sudan, Kenya and 
others. Such is soccer.
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Rise in violence against children in Zanzibar irks Tamwa
 By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Media Women 
Association (TAMWA), Zanzibar 
has expressed concerns over the 
increasing violence against children, 
citing a recently media reported case 
of 10-year-old girl who was raped and 
molested to death as the worst case in 
Isles.

Tamwa-Zanzibar is one of the leading 
non-governmental associations which 
advocates for child rights in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago.

According to acting director of 
TAMWA-Zanzibar, Asha Abdi Makame, 
unfortunately the child parents did 
not take him to hospital earlier and 
when she reached hospital her case 
was critical and the doctor identified 

the course of death as injuries in 
her reproduction organs that were 
completely damaged.

“Tamwa-Zanzibar is perturbed by 
that incident that a young girl has been 
abused to death due to unprecedented 
violence. We are hoping that relevant 
authority should take relevant actions 
for following up the case and present 
it to legal instrument for justice to pre-
vail,” Abdi says.

She says that media reports reveal 
that almost every day children are mo-
lested by being raped or sodomized in 
Unguja and Pemba and leaving us in 
an-incredulity as “we wonder why and 
what happened to our communities.”

Early October, this year in Mwanakw-
erekwe Unguja West B district, parents 
filed a case to report on one man (45) 

who was being molested more than 10 
children (boys and girls) after showing 
them pornographic videos.

The case was reported to a police 
station; unfortunately until today no 
action has been taken. Another inci-
dent happened in Konde, Pemba North 
region whereas more than five pupils 
were humiliated (sexual abused) by 
Konde Primary School teacher, the 
culprit is out on bail and the case is 
proceeding however it is only one pu-
pil and his parents who were willing to 
present evidence.

From January to October this year, 
Abdi says TAMWA Zanzibar has record-
ed 116 cases of violence against women 
and children especially about rape, 
sodomy, gang rape, beating, arson, ab-
duction, indecent assault and wife and 

children abandonment. 
“Among them 57 are rape cases that 

happened to children from age 2 to 17, 
among them 11 cases are defilement 
whereas an accused person commits at 
least 10 to 20 children.” 

Citing examples, Abdi says in Bopwe, 
Wete, North Pemba at least 20 children 
were concealed to be defiled by a per-
son who live near madrasa where the 
children attended and he used to call 
them and persuade them to go inside 
where he will show them a magical 
rabbit. When the incident revealed, the 
suspect fled and is nowhere to be seen. 

In its follow up, she says TAMWA 
Zanzibar found that there are many 
cases that suspects are children under 
the age of 18 who commit child abuse, 
but those children who are against the 

law are not given jailed sentence rather 
substitute penalties such as fine and 
parole (to do community work) which 
are not help in habit alteration.

“TAMWA advises that children who 
are against the law especially who com-
mitted sexual offense should be given 
punishment that would make them re-
gret to commit such a crime and if nec-
essary to be sent to juvenile jails.”

She adds: “Another frustrating fac-
tor is when a case is brought to court 
while evidence is already compro-
mised, what is written in the indict-
ment form is different from the original 
case, for example parents reported a 
case of their girl who has been raped, 
but when a file is read in court, the case 
presented is abduction.

“This problem of violence against 

children cannot be alleviated if society 
does not fully participate in the fight 
against it by reporting, giving evidence 
and monitoring the case as well as set-
ting aside culture of secrecy since the 
guy who defiles your child does not de-
serve compassion.”

Abdi further advises members of the 
community to preserve evidence and 
make sure that they have a copy of PF 3 
because it will help them in court as an 
exhibit no 1 and make sure that they are 
making follow-up of their cases. “When 
feeling that their cases have been stuck 
somewhere they should report the in-
cident to higher hierarchy of police or 
to Director of Public Prosecutor. We 
expect that by such measures the com-
plaints of law enforcers purposely de-
stroy evidence will be reduced.”
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Zantel trade marketing specialist Haji Said Khatibu (R) presents a ‘SMARTA’ smartphone to Charles Samweli, one of the weekly 
winners of a radio quiz run by the company in Zanzibar. The ceremony was held at a Zantel shop at Vuga at the weekend. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent   

By Guardian Correspondent,  Ka-

hama

AN agricultural company—Petrobe-
na East Africa has promised to pur-
chase 250,000 kilogrames of tobacco 
from Ngolo Agricultural Marketing 
Co-operative Society (NAMCOS) in a 
bid to support government efforts to-
wards  achieving middle income.

Speaking to journalists yesterday 
in Kahama, the firm’s managing di-
rector, Peter Kumalilwa, said here 
over the weekend that his company 
would continue to support efforts by 
the government to improve  living 
standards  of farmers through reli-
able market of their harvests.

“Our aim is to make sure that farm-
ers are benefiting from their agricul-
tural activities, we distributed ferti-
lisers to them and we feel obliged to 
purchase their produce,” Kumalilwa 
said.

Apart from promising farmers 

that the company would find market 
to their produce next season, 
Kumalilwa said that Petrobena 
would purchase 250,000 kilograms 
of tobacco or even more depending 
on the quality.

“There is a challenge in finding 
market for tobacco, we promise 
to find market for this cash crop 
next year and to start with we will 
purchase 250,000 kilograms of 
tobacco this season or even more 
depending on the quality,” he said.

Petrobena is a sole distributor of 
Yara fertilizers and other farm inputs.

For his part, the Kahama 
Cooperative Society Chairperson, 
Emmanuel

Peter thanked Petrobena for its 
efforts aimed at supporting farmers 
to overcome economic hardships.

“We thank you Petrobena a lot for 
your efforts to connect farmers with 
market opportunities and assurance 
of farm inputs including fertilisers, 

the time has come for patriotic 
companies like  you to help farmers 
understand better ways of farming,” 
he said.

Peter request Tobacco Board to 
issue more tobacco purchasing 
permits to buyers to shun shortage 
of buyers as was the case in previous 
seasons.

Godfrey Mkunga, a tobacco farm-
er pointed out that the coming of 
Petrobena has brought new hope to 
tobacco farmers after several years 
of lack of market.

“The coming of Petrobena is a 
blessing to us, this gives us an assure 
of executing our plans and other de-
velopment activities,” he said.

The Kahama Tobacco Regional 
Manager, Albert Chale apart from 
thanking Petrobena, he called on ex-
tension officers to reach out to farm-
ers and shun the tendency of locking 
themselves in offices.

 

Agro firm promises to buy 250 
tonnes of tobacco from Namcos
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If you believe you are a 
citizen of the world...

 By James Wan 

W
h a t ’ s 
remarkable 
today is 
not that 

identities are becoming 
more luid and borderless, 
but that they ever became 
ixed and bordered. As 
a member of an ethnic 
minority in the UK, I’m 
frequently asked: “Where 
are you from?” It’s a question 
I’ve been asked so many 
times that I often wish I had 
a quick and simple answer. 
In fact, sometimes I consider 
just saying “China” to save 
time. But I know that would 
be dishonest, and so I ind 
myself telling the same story 
again and again.

“Well, I was born and raised 
here in the UK,” I begin. I like 
to pause here as if I’m done 
for just a second - you’d be 
surprised at how much you 
can read about someone 
else’s inner thoughts by 
observing how fast they 
blink - before continuing. 
“But my family is from... 
Mauritius! That’s where my 
parents were born, where 
my grandparents built their 
lives, and where dozens of 
my aunts and uncles and 
cousins now live.”

 At this point, I like to 
explain something about 
Mauritius. Its history, its 
location, the fact it’s no, not 
Malaysia. sooner or later, 
though, an pall of awkward 
silence forces me to 
continue: “But, if you go back 
a few more generations, my 
ancestors are from China”.

At this point, people 
inally exhale and say that’s 
what they thought all along. 
They ask me whether I cook 
Chinese food (yes), whether 
I speak the language (food 
words, toilet words, a few 
semi-racist slurs), and how 
often I “go back” (huh?).

Regardless of the way in 
which I tell my own story 
or the emphasis I put on it, I 
tend to become the friendly 
Chinese guy they met that 
weekend. Instinctively, 

this doesn’t feel right, but 
I’ve never been sure why. 
I’ve never been sure if I’m 
really British, Mauritian or 
Chinese. If I’m more Asian, 
African or European. If I’m 
any, none, or all of the above.

There are of course 
countless people who, 
like me, cannot say where 
they’re from with a word or 
two, but must tell a whole 
story of movement, of 
chance encounters between 
diferent communities, 
and of intermarriage 
and intermixing across 
generations. Moreover, 
according to much 
contemporary debate, the 
number of these global 
misits is fast growing. 
People today are moving 
and intermarrying like never 
before, we’re told, and that 
in this ever more globalised 
world, identity is becoming 
more complex and luid. 
The Lupitas, Keanus and 
Meghans of the world are 
becoming the norm rather 
than the exception.

For some observers, 
particularly on the right, 
this is a source of moral 
panic. They worry about 
whether these individuals 
can ever truly integrate and 
if their allegiances won’t 
be divided. These fears 
were well captured by the 
then British Prime Minister 
Theresa May in 2016 when 
she crudely declared: “If you 
believe you are a citizen of 
the world, you are a citizen 
of nowhere”. For others, 
it is merely an interesting 
phenomenon. Academics 
and researchers do 
ethnographies of second and 
third-generation migrants, 
diferent diasporas, and 
coin new terms such as 
“cultural chameleons”, 
“global nomads” and “third-
culture kids” to describe 
new and strange individuals 
with complex identities 
and multi-chaptered 
biographies.

Two false premises
These perspectives 

may have some value, but 

hope they will tell us who 
we really are and where 
we’re really from. But what 
does this mean when the 
histories of our ancestors 
and identities are ones of 
continuous movement and 
change? It is like trying to 
trace a glass of water to its 
past life as a cloud above 
the Andes or an iceberg in 
the Atlantic and saying that, 
when all is said and done, 
that is what it really is.

Citizens of nowhere
Recognising these false 

premises forces us to recast 
the question. It shows us our 
identities are not inherited 
and obvious, but must be 
created and given meaning. 
They are not natural and 
self-evident, but need to be 
socially-constructed and are 
deeply political.

This immediately begs 
certain questions. If all 
identities - and the lines 
they inevitably draw 
across people - are socially-
constructed, by whom are 
they constructed by and to 
what ends? If all the most 
meaningful identities are 
political, whose politics 
do they relect? These 
are questions we must 
continuously be asking.

For instance, when 
destitute migrants are 
painted as alien and 
dangerous in contrast to 
good and honest (if equally 
poor) natives, who wins and 
loses from this division of 
identity along nationalist 
lines? When we’re told 
the world is facing a clash 
of civilisations based on 
incompatible cultures and 
religions, which similarities 
are given supremacy in this 
worldview and which are 
rendered invisible? When 
voters are told their ethnicity 
is truly what deines them 
and this should be their only 
consideration when casting 
their ballot, whose interests 
beneit from this narrative 
and whose sufer?

These categories, such 
as race and nationality, 
do matter of course. They 

capture some crucially 
important things we have 
in common. But what else 
are we and what other 
commonalities are missed 
when we draw lines in 
these ways? Which of the 
other ininite number of 
similarities - from height and 
age, occupation and political 
views, to sporting loyalties 
and musical tastes - could 
we build identities around 
as well as or instead?

If we could erase 
everyone’s sense of identity 
by clicking our ingers and 
start again from scratch, 
what would emerge? Would 
we quickly return to a world 
divided, irst and foremost, 
into syrians, swedes and 
senegalese; into Buddhists, 
Janes and sikhs; into Arabs 
and East Asians and whites? 
Or would we end up with 
something else?

Might we end up with 
a world divided into, say: 
those challenging the status 
quo and those protecting it; 
those who grow food and 
those who eat it; those with 
pasts and those with futures; 
those allowed to move and 
those shackled to where 
they are? Might we decide 
that our closest similarities 
with others don’t derive 
from living within the same 
national borders (a category 
that lumps together beggars 
and billionaires), but from 
occupying equivalent 
positions in the same global 
system? Might we consider 
our shared biological 
histories to be less important 
than our parallel if distant 
experiences of climate 
change in the present?

This thought experiment 
is impossible to answer, 
but we may be closer to an 
answer than ever before. 
Though transnational 
identities or international 
solidarities are nothing new, 
today’s technology allows 
us to notice commonalities 
across vast distances in 
a way we never could 
previously.

many are also based 
on fundamentally false 
premises. They take as 
given certain questionable 
assumptions and, in 
doing so, limit our 
understanding of what 
identity is in the irst 
place.

The irst false premise 
is that these questions 
are new. Reading the 
literature, one might 
think globalisation and 
migration are recent 
trends that only began 
after the second World 
War and have been 
soaring since the 1970s. 
On the one hand, this 
is true. Migration is 
new. That’s to say, the 
framing and use of the 
terminology of “migrants” 
is relatively recent. The 
irst recorded use of the 
term “migrant” was used 
to refer to birds and it 
was only really in the 
20th century that it was 
popularly used to refer 
to - mostly non-white - 
people.

In that sense, migration 
is a new phenomenon. 
However, the thing it 
describes is anything 

but. From our ancient 
ancestors, to the Greeks 
and Romans and Bantus 
and Mongols and Western 
imperialists, human 
history has been one of 
continuous movement. 
We have sometimes 
happened to cross rivers, 
or mountain ranges, or 
seas on our journeys as 
well as - more recently - 
lines that deine the edge 
of one entity we call the 
nation and the beginning 
of another.

It is not a curiosity that 
humankind covers the 
globe, that Africans were 
part of the Roman Empire 
as it expanded into 
England, or that two of the 
world’s oldest mosques, 
built for Arab Muslims, 
are in China. In Africa in 
particular, continuous 
movement was the norm. 
Before colonialism, 
Achille Mbembe 
writes, “circulation was 
fundamental... mobility 
was the motor of any kind 
of social or economic or 
political transformation.”

The second false 
premise is that identity is 
ixed according to certain 

essential categories. We 
often think of ourselves 
as if we’re the readouts 
of a census form in which 
we’ve been forced to tick 
boxes that deine us along 
supposedly foundational 
lines such as race and 
nationality. That’s we 
struggle to comprehend 
those who it into either 
several or none of the 
pre-deined categories or 
see them as strange and 
exotic.

Looked at through a 
historical lens, however, 
this way of seeing identity 
is quaint and parochial. 
To begin with, our 
contemporary ideas of 
race and the nation-state - 
arguably our two primary 
categories of identity 
today - are not even two 
hundred years old, a 
brief blink in the scope of 
human history. How was 
identity deined before? 
Who were we before we 
had nations and race?

Well, in pre-colonial 
Africa, a world of 
continuous movement, 
identity was also 
continuously moving. 
It was contingent and 

contextual rather than 
innate and rigid. As 
historian Terrence 
Ranger writes: “Most 
Africans moved in and 
out of multiple identities, 
deining themselves at 
one moment subject 
to this chief, at another 
moment as a member 
of that cult, at another 
moment as part of this 
clan, and at yet another 
moment as an initiate in 
that professional guild.”

From this perspective, 
what is novel about 
today is not that some 
people’s identities are 
becoming transnational 
and post-racial, but that 
they became nationalised 
and racialised in the irst 
place. It is less remarkable 
that some people’s 
identities are becoming 
luid and borderless 
than the fact that - in 
just this last heartbeat of 
human civilisation - they 
suddenly became ixed 
and bordered.

We often treat identity 
like it’s an objective fact 
that can be discovered. 
We trace our family trees 
and take DNA tests in the 

The South Af-
rican National 
Roads Agency 
Limited (Sanral) 
on Friday 
launched a 
draft transfor-
mation policy 
that seeks to 
have a “snow-
ball effect” 
on the larger 
South African 
construction 
industry, says 
CEO Skhumbu-
zo Macozoma.

 By  Wayne Duvenage   

sANRAL is a state-owned 
entity, which means that its 
assets and all that it does 
are owned by the people of 
south Africa, the same peo-
ple who will have to bail it 
out when it gets into debt 
it cannot service. so when 
sanral CEO skhumbuzo 
Macozoma lashes out at 
OUTA for raising concerns 
about another R7bn loan, 
we should be worried about 
why they are so sensitive to 
civil society’s request for 
greater transparency. 

since its inception in 
1998, sanral has emerged 
as a formidable state entity 
that builds and maintains 
world-class roads for south 
Africa. There can be no 
doubt that sanral has great 
engineers and south Africa 
needs this organisation to 
survive. However, its success 
has been trashed through 
blind arrogance and the loss 
of purpose to serve in the 
best interests of the people, 
instead of political masters 
or foreign-based toll service 
providers. 

When public institutions 
fail to be accountable and 
transparent on matters of 
public interest, they give rise 
to civil activism and come 
under greater scrutiny by 
tax-paying citizens, who 
have every right to ask itting 
questions and demand hon-
est answers. 

OUTA was birthed as a 
result of sanral’s lawed and 
dubious decision to intro-
duce an electronic tolling 
scheme that had all the hall-
marks of failure, long before 
it was launched in Decem-
ber 2013. sanral’s e-toll woes 

When seeking transparency touches a nerve, it’s time to dig deeper

were further exacerbated by its 
lack of transparency and regular 
misleading information plied by 
its leadership as they tried to co-
erce and threaten the public to 
comply with their irrational and 
grossly overpriced scheme. 

Extremely concerning to the 
public was the discovery that 
sanral had allowed the construc-
tion industry to deliberately or 
ignorantly pull the wool over 
their eyes, leading to a massively 
overpriced upgrade of the 187km 
Gauteng freeway project at R18-
billion. 

OUTA and economists believe 
the cost should have been sub-
stantively lower, with OUTA’s 
informed estimates placing the 
right price for the project be-
tween R9-billion and R10-billion, 
around half of what sanral paid. 
This alone gives the public every 
right to be angry and defy san-
ral’s “user-(over)-pays” scheme. 

More worrying, though, was 
the discovery that sanral had 
told the public that the Austrian 
based Electronic Toll Collection 
(ETC) company had won the 

ive-year tender to manage the 
toll “operation services” portion 
at a fee of R4.73-billion, when 
in fact the contract that sanral 
signed with ETC in september 
2011 relects that igure at R8.2-
billion. What did sanral expect 
the public’s reaction to be when 
it discovered this gross abuse of 
their hard-earned money, which 
still remains unexplained? 

When sanral’s CEO says OUTA 
should be held accountable for 
driving an “illegal” civil disobe-
dience campaign to boycott the 
overpriced and irrational toll 
and road construction project, 
I say bring it on. We’re sick and 
tired of being treated like sub-
jects and minions whom sanral 
expects to keep quiet and pay 
up. It’s time for sanral’s leader-
ship to be introspective of the 
real reasons why they are in their 
current mess, instead of blaming 
their critics for their demise. 

And on the matter of whether 
society’s civil disobedience 
campaign is “illegal” – as Mr 
Macozoma claims – we need 
to remind him that the e-toll 

test case (that his organisation 
has spent millions of rand of 
taxpayers’ money to summons 
several thousand e-toll 
defaulters) is where the legality 
of the scheme will be tested. It 
is however unfortunate that his 
organisation chose to halt the 
legal test case in March 2019, 
demonstrating that sanral does 
not take this matter seriously. 

What Mr skhumbuzo appears 
to overlook is that it matters irst 
and foremost that sanral con-
ducts itself in a manner beitting 
of our constitutional rights for 
meaningful public consultation 
and participation in these high-
impact decisions. It matters that 
he also explains in great detail 
the 75% diference between the 
tendered toll operation services 
costs and that which was relect-
ed in the ETC contract. It matters 
also that sanral explains why 
they expect society to pay e-toll 
administration fees that equate 
to 61% of the cost to inance 
the freeway upgrade, when the 
world average is around 10%. 

Yes, we are angry and will 
continue to drive a civil action 
campaign to bring the world’s 
most expensive, ineicient and 
grossly irrational scheme to a 
halt. We do so in the quest to 
see an improved alternative 
funding solution to the impasse 
and, more importantly, we 
trust that in future, decisions of 
this magnitude will be carried 
out more carefully, with better 
research and substantive public 
engagement to include the 
interests of the people at the core 
of the plan. 

Mr skhumbuzo does himself 
no favours when he implies that 
OUTA is not qualiied to raise 
questions about another R7-
billion being added to sanral’s 
existing R47-billion debt pile, es-
pecially when sanral states that 

“The [R7-billion] funds from 
the NDB [New Development 
Bank] will enable sanral to 
bring forward much-needed 
improvements to toll road 
infrastructure across the 
country which were delayed 
because of the declining in-
come for the Gauteng Free-
way Improvement Project.” 

This implies that toll rev-
enues from Gauteng’s Phase 
1 upgrade were to be used to 
fund toll road infrastructure 
in other parts of the coun-
try. Where is the “user-pays” 
principle in that statement, 
we ask, and if indeed the R7-
billion loan is to be used as 
upfront inancing of “new” 
toll road projects, which 
new or existing roads can 
we expect to be declared as 
tolled roads? 

The greater the lack of 
transparency, the louder so-
ciety will rightfully demand 
answers and the more they 
will push back. The con-
sequential diiculties that 
arise from heightened civil 
courage, emanates from 
sanral’s ongoing ignorance 
(maybe even deliberate ig-
norance?) or its inability to 
be introspective. 

There are a number of 
self-inlicted reasons that 
drive the public to defy your 
so-called e-toll laws, sanral, 
and they’re not all related to 
OUTA’s action. Go igure, it’s 
not rocket science.

 The south African Nation-
al Roads Agency sOC Ltd or 
sANRAL is a south African 
parastatal responsible for 
the management, mainte-
nance and development of 
south Africa’s proclaimed 
National Road network 
which includes many (but 
not all) National (“N”) and 

some Provincial (“R”) route 
segments.  

sANRAL was created by 
The south African National 
Roads Agency Limited and 
National Roads Act, 1998 as 
a corporatized successor 
to the south African Roads 
Board, which was part of the 
Department of Transport.  
It was registered as a public 
limited company on 19 May 
1998.  

In 2011, sANRAL became 
the target of popular resent-
ment   as tolling was about 
to commence on many of 
sANRAL’s freeways in Gaut-
eng, in order to inance their 
soon to be completed ex-
pansions, as part of the irst 
phase of the Gauteng Free-
way Improvement Project . 
The GFIP was instituted to 
deal with the severe traic 
congestion in Gauteng’s free-
ways  . 

Governance

sANRAL’s only sharehold-
er is the state, represented 
by the Minister of Transport.  
The agency is governed by 
an eight-member Board of 
Directors. Five voting mem-
bers  – the chairperson and 
four others – are appointed 
by the Minister of Transport 
for a term of three years. 
Two government oicials 
are non-voting members, 
one from the Department 
of Transport and nominated 
by the Minister of Transport, 
and the other from the Na-
tional Treasury and nomi-
nated by the Minister of Fi-
nance. The Chief Executive 
Oicer, who is appointed by 
the Minister of Transport on 
the recommendation of the 
Board, is ex oicio a non-
voting member of the Board.  

Operations

As of 2009 sANRAL had 
178 employees.  They are di-
vided between the head of-
ice and four regional oices: 
Northern Region (Gauteng, 
North West, Limpopo and 
Mpumalanga); Western Re-
gion (Western Cape and 
Northern Cape); Eastern 
Region (Free state and Kwa-
Zulu-Natal); and southern 
Region (Eastern Cape).  In 
2009 the agency managed 
a total of 16,170 kilometres 
of roads,  and by 2014, more 
than 22,000 kilometers.  

sANRAL’s operations are 
divided into two broad cat-
egories, namely toll roads, 
which are self-funding, and 
non-toll roads, which are 
funded by transfers from the 
Department of Transport. In 
2014 toll roads constituted 
14 per cent (c. 3,000  km) 
of its responsibilities, and 
non-toll roads 86 per cent (c. 
19,000 km). 

some toll roads are con-
cessions, privately funded 
and managed with supervi-
sion from sANRAL; these in-
clude the Platinum Highway 
(N1/N4), the Maputo Cor-
ridor (N4) and the N3 Toll 
Concession. Other toll roads 
are owned and operated di-
rectly by sANRAL; these in-
clude the Huguenot Tunnel, 
the Tsitsikamma Toll Road, 
the N2 tolls on the KwaZulu-
Natal coast, and the N1 tolls 
in the Free state and Lim-
popo. It also owns and oper-
ates toll roads which are not 
National Routes (but are Pro-
vincial Routes), with an ex-
ample being the Brandford 
Toll Plaza on the R30/R730/
R34 ZR Mahabane Highway 
north of Bloemfontein.



 By Francis Kajubi

T
anzania is one of the top 
ten ecological organic ag-
ricultural (EOA) products 
producers in the world, 

However, more collective efforts by 
the public and private sectors are still 
needed to ensure that over 60 percent 
of the population consumes organic 
products by 2025.

To achieve the mission, the 
government and the private 
sector ought to come together and 
make sure that ecological organic 
agriculture guarantees food security, 
links the industrialization motive to 
the livelihood improvement of the 
people.

 In a move to promote organic 
agriculture in the country, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) in Tanzania 
and French Embassy have organized 
a National Ecological Organic 
Agriculture Conference to be held in 
Dodoma later this month to, among 
other things, reveal how organic 
agriculture can ensure food security 
and safety.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam over the 
weekend, FAO’s Representative to the 
country, Fred Kafeero said that the 
agro ecology conference is aimed at 
creating awareness of the concept 
and its advantages to policymakers 
and development partners.

“The conference aims to exhibit and 
exchange best cases on how EOA is at 
the core of sustainable development 
through its multidimensional impact 
that include food security, nutrition 
and safety,” Kafeero said. 

“It also seek to link initiatives that 
support scaling up agro ecosystems 
for increased productivity, in 
quality and quantity, while ensuring 
resilience and sustainability for 
achieving food security, poverty 
reduction and enhancing a green and 
resilient economy,” he noted.

The French Ambassador to 
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BUSINESS Dodoma due to host ecological organic 
agriculture conference - FAO, Embassy

DIVERSIFICATION 

Total Tanzania CEO pledges better 
products and services to consumers 

 By Guardian Reporter

TOTAL Tanzania will continue to 
provide not only the best quality fuels 
with Excellium and lubricants, but also 
superior services to its customers.

The company’s Managing Director, 
Jean Francois Schoepp said in Dar es 
Salaam on Friday during the launch of 
a top customer service week that Total 
observes the week annually because it 
wants to be closer to customers.

“We want to get an opportunity 
to listen to them, to hear from them 
and it’s also an opportunity for us to 
improve our products and services,” 
Schoepp said while noting that during 
the week, the company staff flocked to 
its network of service station to offer 
quality services to customers.

“Total customer week focuses on 
customer centricity where we see 
our customers at the center of our 
attention; it is an opportunity for all 
our staff to meet our customers and set 
a good platform for Total to promote 

its best quality fuel the Total Excellium 
and lubricants,” he added.

Total Tanzania’s Network Director, 
Marieme Sow said during the 
week they wish to make sure they 
demonstrate how to handle customers 
throughout the year by talking to them 
and get their valuable feedback on 
what they want.

“Once again as Total, we demonstrate 
how we can be innovative and it has 
been a pleasure discussing with our 
customers as they visited our stations 
and got a chance to be services by our 
employees and management teams,” 
Sow said.

Total Tanzania Limited is a 
petroleum market and service 
company, incorporated in Tanzania 
since 1969. Total business focuses on 
the marketing, supply and service 
of petroleum products, HFO and 
lubricants, which are marketed 
through its general trade, service 
stations and specialty departments 
within its organization.

ASSURANCE 

Tanzania, Frédéric Clavier 
seconded the FAO chief ’s 
observation by saying that 
agriculture and biodiversity 
preservation are key issues 
of interest to the French 
government’s agenda on 
climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. 

“To demonstrate this 
ambition, France supports 
a project with a grant of U$1 

million dubbed ‘Preservation 
of biodiversity and support 
to smallholder farmers 
towards an agro ecological 
transition’ which involves 
6,000 smallholder farmers, 
269 farmers’ groups and 
eight farmers’ associations 
benefitting from the projects 
based in Mtwara region,” 
Clavier said.

According to the FiBL 

survey 2019, the United 
States and the European 
Union stands as main 
destinations for the world’s 
certified organic products 
from Africa and Asia.

The FiBL survey states 
that global organic market 
reached 92.1 billion euros 
by February 2019 (from 
data collected since 2017) 
whereby 69.8 million 

Total Tanzania managing director Jean Francois Schoepp refuels a customer’s 
Bajaj in Dar es Salaam during the launch of Customer Service Week on Friday.

FAO Representative to Tanzania, Fred Kafeero. 

hectares worldwide are 
under organic agricultural 
management and Africa has 
only 2.1 million hectares.

According to the survey, 
Tanzania and Uganda are 
the only countries from 
the EAC region with the 
largest number of organic 
producers in the world.

Uganda took the second 
position in the list with 
210,352 producers of 
organic products behind 
the India with 835,000. 
Tanzania is the sixth with 
148,610 producers. The 
other countries are Mexico, 
Ethiopia, Philippines, Peru, 
Turkey, Italy and Paraguay. 
The survey states that there 
were 41 million hectares 
of wild collection and 
beekeeping areas during the 
period under review.

FiBL asserts that in 
Uganda, fruits are a large 
component of organic 
exports. In particular, organic 
producers in Uganda grow 
apples, bananas, pineapple 
and passion fruit for markets 
in Europe. Demand is high 
for these exotic products, 
and processors in Uganda 
add value by drying and 
packaging them ready for 
retail sale.

In Tanzania, organic 
cocoa and green grams 
are advantageous crops. 
Organic cocoa production 
is concentrated mainly 
in one district of Kyela 
where several large trading 
companies are based. 

Organic green grams are 
produced as a secondary 
crop by most of the nation’s 
cotton farmers based in 
Shinyanga, with easy access 
to the northern borders.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Bank opens branch at site in Dar suburb 
set to grow into upcountry bus terminal

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   
 
MONDAY  18 Nov

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55      Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:55    Habari za saa
11:00 Jagina rpt
11:30 Kamal Mr Tanzania 2019 rpt
11:55    Habari za saa
12:00    Al Jazeera
12:30 Jungu kuu rpt
12:55    Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Sanaa na wasanii rpt
13:55    Habari za saa
14:00    Sanaa na wasanii rpt
14:15 Series rpt: The Slingshot
14:55    Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi rpt
18:30 Kesho leo 
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Insta Bet 
22:15 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00    Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 CNN International

TUESDAY 19 Nov

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
09:55     Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30    Shamsham za pwani
10:55    Habari za saa   
11:00    Shamsham za pwani
11:30 Kamal Mr Tanzania rpt 
11:55    Habari za saa
12:00    Al Jazeera   
12:30 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55    Habari za saa
13:00 Uchumi na biashara
13:30    Shamba lulu rpt
13:55    Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55    Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 The great queen Seonduk
18:55 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00    Tanzania yetu
21:30 Chetu ni chetu
22:15 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00    Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

WEDNESDAY 20 Nov 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55      Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:30    Korean drama: The great 

Queen Seondok
10:55    Habari za saa
11:00    Korean drama: The great 

Queen Seondok
11:30    Jungu kuu rpt
12:00    Al Jazeera
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
13:00    Dakika 45
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mizengwe
18:30 Igizo: Pigo la moyo 
19:00 Ijue Sheria
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe? 
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40 Ripoti Maaum
22:15 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00    Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera  
2:00 CNN International

THURSDAY  21 Nov

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55      Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30    Igizo rpt: Utelezi
10:55    Habari za saa
11:00    Igizo rpt: Utelezi
11:15 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Ripoti 

Maalum
11:55    Habari za saa
12:00    Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55    Habari za saa
13:00    Shangweka rpt  
13:30 Tanzania yetu
13:55    Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55    Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jagina rpt
19:00	 Usairi	wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
00:00 The Base
01:30 CNN International 
  
FRIDAY 22 Nov

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 

7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      Habari za saa
09:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Isidingo
9:55      Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:30    Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55    Habari za saa
11:00    Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:30				 Usairi	wako
11:55    Habari za saa
12:00    Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55    Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55    Habari za saa
14:00   Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55    Habari za saa  
15:00 Meza huru –live
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15    Mizengwe rpt
18:30 Shamba lulu 
19:00 Uchumi na biashara
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima joto
23:00 Habari 
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

SATURDAY  23 Nov

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Mjue Zaidi rpt
10:45	 Usairi	wako	rpt
11:15 Shamba lulu rpt
11:45 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
15:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
15:15 Igizo: Utelezi 
16:00 Kamal Mr Tanzania 2019 rpt 
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jungu kuu
19:00 Sanaa na wasanii
19:30 Kamal Mr Tanzania 2019 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Shangweka
21:30 Kesho leo
22:00 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00 Isidingo rpt  
01:30 CNN International 
 
SUNDAY 24 Nov 

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:45 Aibu Yako
11:50 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt  
12:50 Bongo Movie rpt: Nipende 

Monalisa
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45 Igizo rpt : Utelezi

17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Mizengwe rpt
18:45    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Kamal Mr Tanzania 2019 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Biko
21:10 Mizengwe  
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: Identity card
00:30 Series rpt: The Slingshot
  
  

  CAPITAL 
   
Mon  18 Nov

06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00  Series rpt: Godwin
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza Huru rpt
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Godwin
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues 19 Nov 

06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Godwin
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Godwin
20:45 Telenovela: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 20 Nov

06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital 

Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa? 
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Godwin 
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza Huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series:  Godwin
20:45  Telenovela: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa? 
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  21 Nov

06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa? 
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Godwin
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Godwin
20:45  Telenovela: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 22 Nov

06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa? 
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Godwin
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  Meza Huru
19:00  Drive it
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa? 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat  23 Nov

08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usairi	wako	rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie:Madea’s family re-

union
23:00 Grapes of Justice rpt
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  24 Nov

08:00 CNN International
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea 
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Godwin

 By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to extend banking services 

to fast growing Mbezi Louis suburb of 

Dar es Salaam where a modern upcoun-

try bus terminal is under construction, 

NMB Bank Plc has opened a new branch.

The bank’s Head of Consumer Bank-

ing, Omari Mtiga said during the 

branch’s opening ceremony during the 

weekend that the decision to invest in 

the outlet followed feedback from the 

public and the area’s booming econom-

ic activities.

“We realized that Mbezi is growing 

fast yet its people are still being served 

by our branches at Ubungo, Sinza, Mlim-

ani City and University of Dar es Salaam 

which are very far. We made a quick de-

cision to invest in this new branch right 

here,” Mtiga said. He pointed out that 

by opening the new branch, the bank 

reduced 15 kilometres of unnecessary 

travel of its customers who sought bank-

ing services at the above mentioned 

branches.

Gracing the event, Ubungo District 

Commissioner, Kisare Makori said bank-

ing services are an important product 

to the public as they help speed up 

economic growth. “NMB’s decision to 

open a new branch here will increase 

the number of people who make use 

of banking services, which currently, 

stands at less than 20 percent,” Makori 

said.

He pointed out that as per findings of 

Finscope 2017 report which put the per-

centage of adult Tanzanians who have 

access to banking services at about 16 

per cent, investing in physical branches 

is inevitable.

The Ubungo DC congratulated NMB 

management for coming up with vari-

ous digital innovations, including an 

innovation that allows NMB customers 

to open an account through a mobile 

phone at the comfort of their fingertips.

“Recently, you also came up with a 

product that is deliberately designed 

to help operators of motorcycle taxis. 

This is a step in the right direction,” he 

added. The new branch brings the total 

number of NMB’s countrywide outlets 

to 224.

 By Guardian Reporter

STUDENTS have been challenged to study 

hard and acquire knowledge and skills that 

qualifies them to compete globally for em-

ployment or ownership of businesses.

NIC Bank Tanzania Limited’s Managing 

Director, Margaret Karume said in Dar es Sa-

laam last week when addressing students of 

Loyola Secondary School that they should 

focus on the global market while undertak-

ing their studies.

Karume who was chief guest at the 21st 

graduation ceremony of Loyola School’s 

form four students, congratulated them for 

successfully completing their ordinary level 

education while urging them to aim even 

higher.

“In this era of globalization and rapid de-

velopment of science and technology, you 

should all be prepared to advance to the 

next level of education knowing that edu-

cation is a continuous process that’s geared 

towards preparing you for a bright future, 

whether in formal or self-employment,” the 

NIC boss said.

She pointed out that education is a life-

long process aimed to mould and prepare 

students not only to get employed but also 

self-employ themselves. Karume urged the 

graduating students to not only rely on their 

teachers in the learning process but also be 

self-driven with an interest to read books of 

all types.

She cherished Loyola’s history of produc-

ing quality students who have become high-

ly professional people serving the country 

in various positions. “This school has a great 

history of producing experts such as doc-

tors, engineers, academician and specialists 

in various fields,” the NIC Bank Managing 

Director added while donating 100 mat-

tresses to the Dar es Salaam based school.

“As a bank, we are committed to making 

a positive contribution to the community 

in which we operate hence the decision to 

support quality education as part of our 

corporate social responsibility,” she noted.

 Loyola’s Headmaster, Father Obwando 

Meyo expressed confidence that all the 

graduands will pass their examinations 

with high marks to proceed to form five at 

advanced level of education prior to head-

ing to universities and colleges.

“This group of students is highly competi-

tive and we only hope for the best in the per-

formance,” Fr Meyo said. Loyola is a Jesuit, 

English medium secondary school with 50 

percent of the students coming from me-

dium and low-income families, most of who 

receive grants from non-government organ-

izations to finance their studies.

COUNSELLING 

NIC director urges students to 
prepare for global competition  

NIC Bank Tanzania Limited’s managing director Margaret Karume addresses journalists at a past 
event. 

EXPANSION 

NMB’s head of consumer banking, Omari Mtiga.

By Guardian Reporter

A campaign aimed at building entre-

preneurial capacity of food vendors 

also known as ‘Mama lishe’ has been 

launched in Dar es Salaam by Bingwa 

Laboratories Limited, producer of Emi-

na products.

Speaking to reporters during the 

launching of the campaign which will 

also involve awards, over the weekend, 

Emina products Ambassador, Miriam 

Lukindo said the company’s aim is to 

provide entrepreneurship skills to food 

vendors so that they can work profes-

sionally. Lukindo said she believes that 

the campaign will help food vendors 

get the respect that they deserve at their 

work places and also graduate them into 

food vending companies.

“Food vendors famous known as 

‘Mama and baba lishes’ employ many 

people at their work places hence we 

cannot underestimate their contribu-

tion to the economy,” Lukindo said not-

ing that Bingwa’s management decided 

to equip the group with entrepreneur-

ship skills and also provide them with 

working facilities.

She said through Emina Wapishi 

Award, the company targets to recog-

nize and boost the contribution that the 

food vendors do to the society economi-

cally and health wise. “As we all know 

cleanness is healthy and that is why we 

say there is no cleanness without Emina 

Health,” she added saying the campaign 

which started in Dar es Salaam, will 

later cover Arusha, Dodoma, Kiliman-

jaro, Mbeya and Mwanza during the first 

phase and then will spread all over the 

country later.

Secretary of Dar es Salaam Food Ven-

dors, Ahmed Lujaja commended Bingwa 

Laboratories for the initiative to recog-

nize and award them because not insti-

tution or individual ever thought of em-

powering them as an important group 

in the community. “We thank Bingwa 

Laboratories for this good thing because 

it will help address some of our challeng-

es,” Lujaja said.

Bingwa Laboratories Director, Emma-

nuel Mwambete said during the cam-

paign, they will involve food vendors 

associations in all regions and visit their 

work places to find-out challenges that 

they face so as to assist them with train-

ing but also facilities

“Through this campaign we hope to 

achieve a lot because after training them 

in entrepreneurial skills, we will give 

them working facilities. Our visits will be 

abrupt so that we get the reality of their 

working environment through which we 

will get winners of the Emina Wapishi 

Award,” Mwambete said. 

SUPPORT 

Firm target to build capacity of ‘Mama lishes’

 CAPE TOWN

Even with the 5G era al-

ready upon us, investment 

in 4G/LTE networks is still 

vitally important for opera-

tors in sub-Saharan Africa 

and must remain a core fo-

cus of network construction 

for the immediate future. 

This is according to David 

Chen, Vice-President, Hua-

wei Southern Africa.

“Currently, the mobile 

broadband penetration 

rate in Africa is only 47%, 

while 4G penetration rate is 

merely 10%,” Chen said. “In-

sufficient coverage causes 

LTE users to fall back to the 

2G or 3G networks, resulting 

in significant decline in user 

experience. It also leads to 

congestion on the 2G and 

3G networks and makes it 

difficult to release spectrum 

used by 2G and 3G.”

Chen said that LTE and 

5G complement each other 

and are evolving in paral-

lel. In the next few years, 5G 

will mainly be used in more 

industrial communications. 

LTE will remain the primary 

choice for global mobile 

communications through 

2025. It will form the basic 

layer of national networks, 

especially when it comes to 

the mobile broadband ac-

cess.

ADVICE 

Why African mobile networks must invest in 4G
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WASHINGTON 

In chilling detail, ousted US Ambas-
sador to the Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch 
described to Trump impeachment in-
vestigators Friday how she felt threat-
ened upon learning that President 
Donald Trump had promised Ukraine’s 
leader she was “going to go through 
some things.”

Trump was unwilling to stay silent 
during Yovanovitch’s testimony, focus-
ing even greater national attention on 
the House hearing by becoming a par-
ticipant. He tweeted fresh criticism of 
her, saying that things “turned bad” eve-
rywhere she served before he fired her 
— a comment that quickly was displayed 
on a video screen in the hearing room.

Rather than distract from the career 
diplomat’s testimony, Trump’s inter-
ference could provide more evidence 
against him in the probe. Democrat 
Adam Schiff, chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee, said Trump’s 
attacks were intimidation, “part of a 
pattern to obstruct justice.” Others said 
they could be part of an article of im-
peachment.

The former ambassador was testi-
fying on the second day of public im-
peachment hearings, just the fourth 
time in American history that the House 
of Representatives has launched such 
proceedings. The investigation centers 
on whether Trump’s push for Ukrain-
ian officials to investigate his political 
rivals amounted to an abuse of power, 
a charge he and Republicans vigorously 
deny.

Yovanovitch, asked about the poten-

tial effect of a presidential threat on oth-
er officials or witnesses, replied, “Well, 
it’s very intimidating.”

When she saw in print what the 
president had said about her, she said, 
a friend told her all the color drained 
from her face. She was “shocked, ap-
palled, devastated” at what was happen-
ing after a distinguished 30-year career 
in the US Foreign Service.

Unabashed, Trump said when asked 
about it later: “I have the right to speak. I 
have freedom of speech.”

But not all Republicans thought it was 
wise. Rep Liz Cheney of Wyoming said 
Trump’s live tweeting at the ambassa-
dor was wrong. She said, “I don’t think 
the president should have done that.”

More hearings are coming, with back-
to-back sessions next week and lawmak-
ers interviewing new witnesses behind 
closed doors.

Yovanovitch, a career diplomat who 
served for decades under both Republi-
can and Democratic presidents and was 
first appointed by Ronald Reagan, was 
pushed from her post in Kyiv earlier this 
year amid intense criticism from Trump 
allies.

During a long day of testimony, she re-
layed her striking story of being “knee-
capped,” recalled from Kyiv by Trump 
in a swiftly developing series of events 
that sounded alarms about a White 
House shadow foreign policy.

She described a “smear campaign” 
against her by Trump’s personal lawyer, 
Rudy Giuliani, and others, including the 
president’s son, Donald Trump Jr, before 
her firing.

The daughter of immigrants who fled 

Ousted ambassador 
‘shocked’ at Trump, 
he assails her anew

the former Soviet Union and Nazi Germany, her 
career included three tours as an ambassador to 
some of the world’s tougher postings, before arriv-
ing in Ukraine in 2016. She was forced out last May.

In particular, Yovanovitch described Giuliani, 
Trump’s lawyer, as leading what William Taylor, 
now the top diplomat in Ukraine who testified 
earlier in the inquiry, called an “irregular channel” 
outside the diplomatic mainstream of US-Ukraine 
relations.

“These events should concern everyone in this 
room,” Yovanovitch testified in opening remarks.

She said her sudden removal had played into the 
hands of “shady interests the world over” with dan-
gerous intentions toward the United States. They 
have learned, she said, “how little it takes to remove 
an American ambassador who does not give them 
what they want.”

After Trump’s tweets pulled attention away from 
her, Schiff read the president’s comments aloud, 
said that “as we sit here testifying, the president is 
attacking you on Twitter,” and asked if that was a 
tactic to intimidate.

“I can’t speak to what the president is trying to 
do, but I think the effect is to be intimidated,” she 
said.

Said Schiff, “Well, I want to let you know, Ambas-
sador, that some of us here take witness intimida-
tion very, very seriously.”

In a closed-door session later Friday, the panel 
heard from David Holmes, a State Department of-
ficial in Kyiv who overheard Trump asking about 
investigations into his political rivals the day af-
ter Trump’s July 25 phone conversation with new 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy. Holmes 
was at lunch in Kyiv with Gordon Sondland, the 
ambassador to the European Union, when Sond-
land called Trump. The conversation was loud 

enough to be overheard.
Rep Ted Lieu, D-Calif., said two other people 

heard the call as well and there were four people at 
the lunch. The Associated Press has already iden-
tified one of the other people who heard the call 
as Suriya Jayanti, a foreign service officer based in 
Kyiv.

In Trump’s phone call with Zelenskiy the previ-
ous day, he asked for a “favor,” according to an ac-
count provided by the White House. He wanted 
an investigation of Democrats and 2020 rival Joe 
Biden. Later it was revealed that the administration 
was withholding military aid from Ukraine at the 
time.

Democrats are relying on the testimony of offi-
cials close to the Ukraine matter to make their case 
as they consider whether the president’s behavior 
was impeachable.

Yovanovitch provides a key element, Schiff said, 
as someone whom Trump and Giuliani wanted out 
of the way to make room for others more favorable 
to their interests in Ukraine, an energy-rich coun-
try that has long struggled with corruption.

It became clear, he said, “President Trump want-
ed her gone.”

The top Republican on the panel, Rep. Devin 
Nunes of California, bemoaned the hearings as a 
“daylong TV spectacle.”

Republicans complained that the ambassador, 
like other witnesses, can offer only hearsay testi-
mony and only knows of Trump’s actions second-
hand. They note that Yovanovitch had left her posi-
tion before the July phone call.

Nunes also pressed to hear from the still anony-
mous government whistleblower who first alerted 
officials about Trump’s phone call with Ukraine 
that is in question. “These hearings should not be 
occurring at all,” he said.

SINCE the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) 70 years ago, China 
has maintained sound social security 
and stability while developing into the 
world’s second largest economy, receiv-
ing high appraisal from the international 
community.

There are many reasons for such long-
term social security and stability of Chi-
na, and the country’s efforts to guarantee 
and improve people’s livelihood are a 
major contributor.

The fourth plenary session of the 19th 
Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) requested the party 
to adhere to the vision of making devel-
opment people-centered, and continu-
ously guarantee and improve people’s 
livelihoods and improve people’s wellbe-
ing so as to achieve common prosperity 

for everyone.
When people embrace common 

prosperity, live and work in content and 
security and share the achievements of 
reform and development, the practices 
threatening social security, such as vio-
lent crimes, would be largely reduced.

Since the founding of the PRC, espe-
cially the implementation of the reform 
and opening-up policy, the CPC, leading 
the Chinese people, has blazed a devel-
opment path that suits China’s actual 
conditions. It created and developed so-
cialism with Chinese characteristics, 
transforming China from a country of 
basic survival to a world development 
miracle.

The implementation of the rural 
household responsibility contract sys-
tem has substantially motivated farmers 

and improved the efficiency of agricul-
tural production. It has not only helped 
produce sufficient food for the world’s 
most populous country, but also largely 
reduced the labor force needed per unit 
of farmland, freeing many farmers from 
the arduous agricultural work.

With the in-depth development of the 
reform and opening-up, China started re-
forming the operation and management 
system of state owned enterprises (SOEs). 
Meanwhile, it steadfastly promoted the 
non-public sector of its economy, pro-
moting the transition of its economy sys-
tem from the highly-centralized planned 
economy towards the vital and energetic 
socialist market economy. Thanks to 
the transition, China witnessed huge in-
crease in social productivity and rapid 
upgrade of industrial structure.

The upgraded industrial structure 
brought changes to employment distri-
bution, which freed labor force from ru-
ral regions for new job opportunities. As 
a result, the number and ratio of people 
working in secondary and tertiary indus-
tries surged. 

This has exerted profound impact on 
China’s efforts to safeguard social secu-
rity and stability, advanced urbanization, 
and optimized social structure.

Besides, by making universal the nine-
year compulsory education and expand-
ing enrollment of universities, China has 
both trained a larger number of high-
quality talents, and nurtured a huge 
educated group. They enjoy more job 
opportunities with higher income, and 
effectively contribute to the expansion of 
the middle-income group.

The optimization of industrial struc-
ture and constant social development 
enable everyone to have the opportu-
nity to acquire higher income through 
employment. In addition, the smoother 
social mobility also guarantees broad 
development opportunities for all mem-
bers of the society and the continuous 
expansion of the middle-income group, 
laying a solid foundation for social secu-
rity and stability.  

China adheres to ensuring and im-
proving living standards along with its 
development. It has successfully pro-
moted reform of its social security sys-
tem, building a social security system 
that covers the most people in the world, 
including endowment insurance, medi-
cal insurance and basic living allowance.

The basic endowment insurance cov-

ers over 900 million people, and the 
medical insurance 1.3 billion people. The 
social security system ensures that all 
the country’s people enjoy their rights 
to medical and old-age care during social 
transition, and reduced the income gap. 
It increased people’s sense of happiness 
and security, contributing to social order 
and stability.

Development is the CPC’s top prior-
ity in governance, and reform injects 
strong power into China’s development. 
China will take full advantage of its basic 
socialist economic system, and adhere 
to people-centered development and re-
form and opening-up, so as to meet the 
people’s increasing needs for a better life, 
promote well-rounded human develop-
ment and achieve common prosperity 
for everyone.                     People’s Daily

China’s reform, development achievements shared by all people

SHANGHAI

THE fourth meeting of the 
World Media Summit (WMS) pre-
sidium will be held in Shanghai 
today, with the participation of 
senior executives of 13 media or-
ganizations from 11 countries, ac-
cording to the WMS secretariat.

Cai Mingzhao (pictured), ex-
ecutive president of the WMS and 
president of Xinhua News Agency, 

will preside over the meeting. 
Senior executives of the Agence 
France-Presse (AFP), Al Jazeera 
Media Network, the Associated 
Press, BBC, Kyodo News, Naspers 
South Africa, Reuters, Folha de S. 
Paulo Press Group of Brazil, In-
ternational News Agency and Ra-
dio Sputnik, TASS Russian News 
Agency, the Hindu Group, Xinhua 
and ANSA will attend the meeting. 
With a theme of “New Era, New Media and New Vision,” the del-

egates will discuss topics ranging 
from the opportunities and chal-
lenges that media faces in an era 
of all-media and the WMS in a new 
decade.

Delegates will also discuss and 
decide on issues related to the 
host of the fourth WMS in 2020.  
The WMS was co-initiated by nine 
media organizations with global 
influences, including Xinhua, 
News Corporation, the Associated 

Press, Reuters, TASS Russian News 
Agency, Kyodo News, and BBC. 

The first WMS was held in Bei-
jing from Oct. 8 to 10 in 2009. 
Organized by Xinhua, more than 
170 media leaders from across the 
world attended the event, which 
issued a joint statement. 

The second WMS was held in 
Moscow in 2012. The third sum-
mit was held in the Qatari capital 
of Doha in 2016.                  Xinhua

Meeting of World Media Summit presidium to be held in Shanghai

Louisiana’s Democratic 
governor wins re-election 
in Republican-leaning state

WASHINGTON

LOUISIANA Governor 
John Bel Edwards, a con-
servative Democrat, won 
a second term in office on 
Saturday, defeating a Re-
publican opponent who 
had closely aligned him-
self with U.S. President 
Donald Trump.

The outcome is widely 
seen as the latest ba-
rometer on the value of 
Trump’s endorsement for 
Republican candidates 
ahead the 2020 elections.

Edwards (pictured), an observant Roman Catholic who 
opposes abortion, won a run-off election by a 51% to 49% 
margin over Eddie Rispone, a construction entrepreneur 
described by Trump as “pro-family, pro-life, pro-Second 
Amendment and 100 percent pro-America.”

Edwards is the Deep South’s only Democratic governor, 
and campaigned on his state’s strengthening economy.

In a Tweet early on Saturday morning, Trump urged 
Louisiana voters to vote for Rispone, saying he will lower 
their taxes and the cost of auto insurance, which is the 
highest in the United States, while protecting their gun 
rights.

“He will be a great governor!” Trump wrote in an earlier 
Tweet.

Other recent elections have offered mixed readings.
In Kentucky’s gubernatorial election, Democratic chal-

lenger Andy Beshear defeated Republican Governor Matt 
Bevin despite the president’s full-throated Bevin endorse-
ment. In Mississippi earlier this month, Republicans easily 
kept control of the statehouse, thanks in part to Trump’s 
support.

In a victory speech to supporters, Edwards said he had 
spoken to Rispone by phone.

“We both agreed that the time for campaigning is over 
and now our shared love for Louisiana is always more im-
portant than the partisan differences that sometimes di-
vide us,” Edward said.

In conceding the election, Rispone said he was disap-
pointed in the result.

“We have nothing to be ashamed of,” he told supporters.
Rispone thanked Trump for campaigning for him in the 

state.
“He (Trump) came down here three times specifically to 

try to help us,” he said, to cheers from the crowd.
Louisiana has enjoyed a net increase of 21,000 jobs 

under Edward’s watch, while the unemployment rate 
dropped from 6% to 4%.

“You didn’t just vote for me; you voted for four more 
years of putting Louisiana first,” he told supporters.

Rispone had depicted himself as a political outsider with 
business acumen who is setting his sights on rewriting the 
state constitution in order to reform the state’s tax code.

Edwards topped Rispone by a large margin in a six-can-
didate primary last month, but failed to secure the 50 per-
cent needed to win a second term outright.

        Agencies

COLOMBO 

SRI LANKA’S Elections Chief 
Mahinda Deshapriya yesterday 
afternoon confirmed that oppo-
sition candidate Gotabaya Raja-
paksa had won the presidential 
elections.

Addressing the media shortly 
after releasing the final results, 
Deshapriya said Rajapaksa 
gained a higher percentage of 
votes than his opponents in the 
presidential polls, which con-
cluded on Saturday.

“Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa (pic-

tured) who contested from the 
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, 
under the lotus bus symbol has 
won the elections and will be the 
next president of Sri Lanka,” De-
shapriya said.

Rajapaksa gained over 6.9 mil-
lion or 52.25 percent of the votes, 
defeating Sajith Premadasa from 
the ruling party, who gained over 
5.5 million or 41.99 percent of the 
votes.

Rajapaksa’s party said in a 
statement that he will be sworn 
in as president on Monday morn-
ing in Anuradhapura, a city about 

200 km from the capital Colom-
bo.

In a statement, Premadasa 
congratulated Rajapaksa for his 
victory at the polls, and said he 
would be stepping down as the 
deputy leader of the United Na-
tional Party, which is the largest 
party in the ruling United Nation-
al Front government.

“At the conclusion of a hard 
fought and spirited election cam-
paign, it is my privilege to honor 
the decision of the people and 
congratulate Mr. Gotabaya Raja-
paksa on his election as the sev-

enth President of Sri Lanka,” Pre-
madasa said in a statement.

“I express my heartfelt grati-
tude to all of our citizens who 
voted for me, in all corners of the 
island (country),” he added.

Premadasa said the polls con-
ducted on Saturday was the most 
peaceful in history and appealed 
to Rajapaksa, as the new presi-
dent of Sri Lanka, to strengthen 
and protect the the democratic 
institutions and values that ena-
bled Rajapaksa’s success as the 
Sri Lanka’s 7th president.

              Xinhua

Sri Lankan opposition candidate Rajapaksa wins presidential polls

Former US Ambassador to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch

MOSCOW

RUSSIA will hand over Ukrainian warships, which were 
seized last year in the Kerch Strait, on November 18, the 
Federal Security Service’s Border Service in Crimea told 
TASS.

“In line with the agreements reached with Ukraine, 
three Ukrainian vessels - the Yany Kapu tugboat and small 
armored artillery boats Berdyansk and Nikopol - are being 
towed from the Kerch port to an agreed area of handover 
to the Ukrainian side, which will take place on November 
18,” the press service said in a statement.

On November 25, 2018, three Ukrainian warships, en 
route from Odessa to Mariupol, illegally crossed Russia’s 
state border, entered Russia’s territorial waters in the 
Kerch Strait and started performing dangerous maneu-
vers. 

Despite the repeated warnings and demands to stop, 
the Ukrainian vessels continued their way, forcing Russia 
to use weapons. All three Ukrainian ships were detained in 
the Black Sea, along with 24 Ukrainian sailors.

On September 7, Moscow and Kiev carried out a “35 for 
35” exchange of detainees, which included the 24 Ukrain-
ian sailors detained in the Kerch Strait.          Agencies

Russia to hand over Ukrainian 
vessels on November 18, FSB says
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SACABA, Bolivia 

BOLIVIA’S political crisis 
turned deadly after security 
forces opened fire on supporters 
of Evo Morales in a central town, 
killing at least five people, injuring 
dozens and threatening the inter-
im government’s efforts to restore 
stability following the resignation 
of the former president in an elec-
tion dispute.

Most of the dead and injured 
on Friday in Sacaba near the city 
of Cochabamba suffered bullet 
wounds, Guadalberto Lara, direc-
tor of the town’s Mexico Hospital, 
told The Associated Press. He 
called it the worst violence he’s 
seen in his 30-year career.

Angry demonstrators and rela-
tives of the victims gathered at 
the site of the shootings, chanting: 
“Civil war, now!”

Morales (pictured), who was 
granted asylum in Mexico after 
his resignation Sunday, said on 
Twitter that a “massacre” had oc-
curred and he described Bolivia’s 
government led by interim Presi-
dent Jeanine Áñez as a dictator-
ship.

“Now they are killing our broth-
ers in Sacaba, Cochabamba,” he 

said in another tweet.
Protesters said police fired 

when demonstrators, includ-
ing many coca leaf growers who 
backed Bolivia’s first indigenous 
president, tried to cross a military 
checkpoint. Emeterio Colque Sán-
chez, a 23-year-old university stu-
dent, said he saw the dead bodies 
of several protesters and about 
two-dozen people rushed to hos-
pitals, many covered in blood.

Earlier in the day, Áñez said 
Morales would face possible le-
gal charges for election fraud if 
he returns home from Mexico 
City, even as the ousted leader 
contended he is still president 
since the country’s legislature has 
not yet approved his resignation. 
Bolivia’s interim leader also said 
Morales would not be allowed to 
participate in new presidential 
elections meant to heal the An-
dean nation’s political standoff.

Morales stepped down on Sun-
day following nationwide pro-
tests over suspected vote-rigging 
in an Oct. 20 election in which 
he claimed to have won a fourth 
term in office. An Organization of 
American States audit of the vote 
found widespread irregularities. 
Morales has denied there was 

fraud.
Families of the victims held a 

candlelight vigil late Friday in Sa-
caba.

Bolivia’s Ombudsman’s Office 
said it regretted the deaths during 
the joint police-military operation 
and called on the interim govern-
ment to investigate if the security 
forces had acted within the consti-
tution and international protocols 
on human rights.

“We express our alarm and con-
cern over the result of an attempt 
to stop a demonstration by coca 
leaf growers from entering the 

city of Cochabamba,” it said.
Presidency Minister Jerjes Jus-

tiniano told reporters in La Paz 
that five people had been killed 
and an estimated 22 were injured. 
Lara, the hospital director, said 
that 75 people were injured.

Justiniano called for a dialogue 
with all parties involved in the 
conflict. “What we’ve been able to 
determine through preliminary 
information is that they used mili-
tary weapons,” he said.

On Thursday, Morales told The 
AP in Mexico that while he had 
submitted his resignation, it was 
never accepted by Congress. “I 
can say that I’m still president,” he 
said.

Morales said he left because of 
military pressure — the army chief 
had “suggested” he leave — and 
threats of violence against his 
close collaborators.

Áñez dismissed the explana-
tion.

“Evo Morales went on his own; 
nobody kicked him out,” she said 
at a news conference.

“He knows he has accounts 
pending with justice. He can 
return but he has to answer to 
justice for electoral fraud,” she 
added.

Bolivia’s growing crisis turns 
deadly as 5 killed in clash

HONG KONG

 WHEN Hong Kong was shrouded in 
black terror, some Western politicians 
deliberately turned a blind eye to the 
violence of the rioters, and pointed 
fingers at the police and the govern-
ment in an act that showed their hy-
pocrisy and double-standards.

Earlier this week, British Minis-
ter for Asia and the Pacific Heather 
Wheeler threatened that the govern-
ment would introduce human rights 
legislation allowing it to impose sanc-
tions against people who commit seri-
ous human rights violations or abuses. 

The remarks were believed to target 
principal officials from the govern-
ment of China’s Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR) and 
senior Hong Kong police officers.It is 
ridiculous that she used the term “hu-
man rights” here without addressing 
the real human rights crisis in Hong 
Kong.

When searching for a definition 
of human rights, such notions as the 
right to life, freedom of opinion and 
the right to work and education would 
be paramount. 

But such rights are becoming non-
existent in Hong Kong because of the 
rioter’s atrocities.

When 70-year-old cleaner Lo was 
killed while standing facing some 
brick-flinging rioters, who could pro-
tect the right to life of this innocent se-
nior worker who did not even appear 
to be talking with the black-clad thugs?

When Yiu, a taxi driver, was beaten 
up for proclaiming to be a Chinese na-
tional until his face was a bloody mess 
with his eyes badly bruised and swol-
len, did any foreign politicians like 
Ms. Wheeler call for safeguarding his 
freedom of opinion?When rioters van-
dalized shops, blocked roads, set fire 
to mass transit railway (MTR) stations 

and torched the trains, turned uni-
versities into strongholds and forced 
classes to be suspended, why did not 
Ms. Wheeler cry for the right to work 
and education of the general public?

Some U.S. politicians, meanwhile, 
are even more absurd.The U.S. House 
of Representatives passed the so-
called Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act of 2019, while the sen-
ate is speeding up the process of pass-
ing that act.

U.S. senator Marco Rubio, who pro-
posed the bill, claimed that the move 
was to send a message of support to 
“Hongkongers in their struggle.

”Does it mean that the United States, 
if the country could be represented by 
him at all, stands with those who, cov-
ering their faces with masks, walked 
away after all the vandalizing, torch-
ing and dishing out heinous physical 
attacks and beatings on other human 
lives without being punished?

Do they stand with rioters who 
poured suspected flammable liquid on 
a 57-year-old man who held a different 
political view and set fire to him? Do 
they stand with them when their vic-
tim was in a critical condition at hos-
pital with second-degree burns on 50 
percent of his body?

Do they stand with rioters who have 
brought Hong Kong’s economy into 
the abyss? Unemployment rate of the 
consumption- and tourism-related 
segment in Hong Kong increased fur-
ther to 4.9 percent during July-Sep-
tember period. I

t means that many people have lost 
their jobs and it would be hard for 
their families to make ends meet in a 
place where the living cost is not low.
But some U.S. politicians did nothing 
to punish, or even condemn the riot-
ers. 

On the contrary, Nancy Pelosi, 
speaker of the U.S. House of Repre-

Western politicians adding fuel to flames of violence in Hong Kong

sentatives, called the demonstrations 
“a beautiful sight to behold.”Do they 
really want such a “beautiful sight” to 
behold in their own country?

Their ill-intended support of the 
rioters could only be seen as encour-
agement, so that violence in Hong 
Kong would continue and escalate, 
and more innocent people would fall 

THE recently concluded 
second China International 
Import Expo (CIIE) caught the 
attention of the whole world. 
While demonstrating China’s 
resolve to expand opening-up, 
the event, which boasted larger 
scale, broader participation 
and greater popularity than 
the first one held last year, has 
vividly reflected the enormous 
strength and vitality of Chinese 
economy.

The participating countries, 
regions, international organi-
zations, and exhibitors at the 
second CIIE all outnumbered 
that of the first CIIE. 

The number of Fortune 
Global 500 enterprises and 
industry leaders at the second 
CIIE exceeded 250, while more 
than 500,000 professional 
Chinese and foreign buyers 
and visitors were attracted to 

the event, with the number of 
overseas buyers leaping from 
around 3,600 last year to more 
than 7,000 this year.

It is China’s institutional 
strength and effective gover-
nance that have guaranteed the 
good performance and great 
potential of the country’s eco-
nomic development.

The country has created mi-
raculous rapid economic devel-
opment and enjoyed long-term 
social stability over the past 70 
years since the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China. It 
has stood up, grown rich and 
become strong.

None of these achieve-
ments would have come true 
if the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) and the Chinese 
people had not established the 
socialist system and constantly 
enhanced and improved the 

country’s national governance 
system and capacity.

As it is often said in China, 
“Success in reality is the best 
theory, and no abstract doc-
trine can compete with it.” The 
long-term peace and stability in 
China is the best testimony to 
the institutional advantage of 
China, and the source of China’s 
confidence in its system.

To establish a country, one 
should never overlook the 
importance of system. Institu-
tional strength is the greatest 
advantage of a country.

During the fourth plenary 
session of the 19th CPC Central 
Committee, the CPC summa-
rized the notable strengths of 
China’s state and governance 
systems in 13 aspects, aiming 
to foster stronger confidence 
of the entire Party and Chinese 
people of all ethnic groups in 

the country’s socialist system, 
and bring into full play the 
strengths of the country’s state 
and governance systems.

The CPC members have 
drawn lessons from history, 
grasped the current situation, 
understood theories and imple-
mented them, and made the 
right decision regarding what 
to be removed and what to be 
established.

They made the political 
declaration on upholding and 
developing socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics in the new 
era, ushering in a new period of 
national governance.

Of all the political parties, 
countries, and peoples in the 
world today, none have as much 
cause to be confident as the 
CPC, the People’s Republic of 
China, and the Chinese people, 
Xi, also general secretary of the 

CPC Central Committee said 
in a speech marking the 95th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the CPC.

The state and governance 
systems of a country are deter-
mined by its history, cultural 
traditions, and level of econom-
ic development. 

The system of a country can 
only be the most reliable and 
effective one when it is rooted 
in and developed according 
to the actual conditions of the 
country.

The most important criterion 
for judging whether a social sys-
tem is scientific and advanced 
is to see if it suits the actual 
conditions of the country, deliv-
ers positive effects, and is sup-
ported by the people.

The reason why the system of 
socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics is feasible, full of 

vitality, and highly efficient is 
that it has been developed ac-
cording to the social conditions 
of China.

The confidence of the nearly 
1.4 billion Chinese people in 
their social system results from 
their love for the country’s vast 
territory covering more than 9.6 
million square kilometers, their 
willingness to carry forward 
the well-established civiliza-
tion with a history of over 
5,000 years, and their sense of 
national identity that has been 
deeply rooted in their hearts.

Reform has played an impor-
tant role in the self-improve-
ment of China’s socialist system. 
The reform and opening-up 
policy implemented in China 
over 40 years ago has power-
fully and constantly driven the 
country’s state and governance 
systems towards maturity while 

abolishing flaws in relevant 
systems and mechanisms.

In particular, since the 18th 
National Congress of the CPC, 
China has rolled out measures 
to comprehensively deepen 
reforms, which has fully re-
flected the great capacity of the 
country’s state and governance 
systems to improve itself1.

It is exactly because of the 
country’s efforts to stick to 
its development path while 
pursuing self-improvement 
and its capability to combine 
its steadfastness in following 
principles while maintaining 
flexibility that China has been 
able to constantly push forward 
with institutional innovations 
according to its actual condi-
tions and improve the system of 
socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics.

  People’s Daily

Long-term peace and stability demonstrates strength of socialist system

FOOTBALL has promoted the friend-
ship between people in China and Bra-
zil. During the meeting with Brazilian 
President Jair Messias Bolsonaro on Oct. 
25, Chinese President Xi Jinping said the 
two countries need to enhance people-
to-people exchanges, especially in the 
areas of football and traditional Chinese 
medicine.

President Xi has repeatedly stressed 
China-Brazil cooperation in sports, es-
pecially in football, which helped guide 
nongovernmental exchanges between 
the two countries, said vice-chairman of 
the China- Brazil Football Communica-
tion Center.

In July 2019, 14 teenagers from east Chi-
na’s Zhejiang province went to Brazil for 
the first China-Brazil football cultural ex-
change camp. At the camp, these football 
players, aged from 12 to 17, were trained 
by professional coaches and played soc-
cer games with their Brazilian counter-
parts. They also visited some football 
museums and iconic football players in 
Brazil.

“It is really nice to see them practice 
and make progress on the football field. 
They even talked with their Brazilian 
teammates in Portuguese,” said Marco 
Aurelio, a Brazilian football coach at 
the camp. Aurelio established a close 
friendship with these teen football play-
ers from China that he didn’t even want 
to say goodbye to them after the one-
month-long camp.

In recent years, the BRICS countries 
have hosted a number of international 
sports events, such as the Beijing 2008 
Summer Olympics, the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup in South Africa, the 2014 FIFA World 
Cup in Brazil, the Rio de Janeiro 2016 
Summer Olympics and the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup in Russia, and in 2022, Beijing 
will host the Winter Olympics, said Decio 
dos Santos Brasil, an official in charge of 
sports affairs at the Ministry of Citizen-
ship, Brazil.  People’s Daily

Sports bring China 

and Brazil closer

WORLD NEWS

victim to it.
On Thursday, Chinese President Xi 

Jinping made it clear that the most 
pressing task for Hong Kong at present 
is to bring the violence and chaos to 
an end and restore order. 

It is also the common wish of mil-
lions of civilians in Hong Kong.If 
Western politicians really want Hong 

BRASILIA

RUSSIA has fulfilled the tasks 
that it set for the military opera-
tion in Syria, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin told reporters af-
ter the BRICS summit.

“When it comes to Russia’s 
own interests, they lay first and 
foremost in preventing many 
trained and prepared militants 
with combat experience from in-
filtrating Russian territory. In this 
sense, we cannot say that we re-
solved 100% of tasks, but in gen-
eral we did. We have fulfilled the 
task that we had set for ourselves 
in Syria,” Putin  (pictured) said.

After Syrian border guards 
were stationed at the Syrian-
Turkish border, more informa-
tion became available on who 
stays in camps, he added. “We 
know that there are hundreds 
of militants who came from Rus-
sia, several thousand from CIS 
[Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States] countries. And how 
many were destroyed? Not less 
than that, maybe even more,” he 
stressed.

Putin reminded that after Rus-
sia started actively supporting 
the legitimate government in 
Damascus, 90% of the country’s 
territory was liberated from ter-
rorists. 

“Not only liberated, but also 
returned under the control of 
the legitimate government. We 
have achieved what we had set 

out to do,” he noted.
The Russian leader added that 

the US government and Presi-
dent Donald Trump have also 
contributed to the fight against 
terrrorism in Syria, but unbiased 
observers will be able to recog-
nize Russia’s role in this process. 
“When it comes to the US contri-
bution to the fight against terror-
ism in Syria, they did contribute. 
We should recognize that, as 
well as the contribution made by 
President Trump. 

However, before Russia came 
and took active part in this, the 
international coalition did not 
achieve any significant results in 
several years,” he said.

Political process in Syria
Russian President Vladimir 

Putin has said that he hopes that 
the process of political settle-
ment in Syria will help improve 
relations between the country’s 
government and opposition.

“I really hope that in the 
course of the political process in 
Geneva, in the course of working 

on amending or adopting a new 
Syrian constitution, the situation 
will improve, and the relations 
between the government and 
opposition will be established, 
and significant new solutions 
will be found to improve the 
situation in the country in gen-
eral,” he said. The Russian leader 
also said he hopes that political 
dialogue will help “fully restore 
Syria’s territorial integrity.”

He added that he remains in 
close contact with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
“I know that he has concerns 
about several organizations, but 
we agreed in our last telephone 
conversation that, considering 
the level of our cooperation, the 
Turkish side will promptly and 
routinely share their concerns 
about different situations in the 
zone that is most worrisome for 
Turkey, with Russian colleagues. 
If we really see that there are 
violations there, we are ready to 
react,” Putin said.

US military presence in Syria
Moscow does not consider 

US military presence in Syria 
as legitimate, Putin stressed. 
“There are questions about the 
eastern bank of the Euphrates 
river, where militants are still 
operating, and where there is 
still foreign military presence, 
including US presence. I have 
said many times that we don’t 
consider their presence there as 
legitimate,” Putin said. 

Russia fulfilled its tasks for operation in Syria — Putin

Kong to continue to move forward 
and flourish again in the future, they 
should immediately stop supporting 
rioters, both verbally and materially, 
and help restore peace to this place, 
where many American, European and 
other foreign people also enjoyed liv-
ing and working.

   Xinhua

A black-clad protester tries out a large catapult at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong yesterday



  

18  Monday 18 November 2019 

Dar schools awarded in COPA 
Coca-Cola’s recycling campaign

Minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, Harrison Mwakyembe, receives samples of the 2020 Kilimanjaro Marathon medals from the Kilimanjaro Premium 
Lager Brand Manager, Pamela Kikuli, during the race’s official launch in Dar es Salaam recently. The brand has been sponsoring the event for 18 years in a row. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

 BY GUARDIAN REPORTER

T
HE Coca-Cola System in 
Tanzania, through one 
of its bottling partners, 
Coca-Cola Kwanza, has 

awarded winning schools and stu-
dents in Dar es Salaam that collected 
the most plastics in the COPA Coca-
Cola recycle and win competition.

In line with this year’s theme, the 
COPA Coca-Cola tournament was 
more than football in all participat-
ing schools across Africa. It sought 
to impact behaviour change by in-
troducing plastic collection as part 
of educating them on the impor-
tance of a cleaner environment by 
taking care of plastics disposal. 

In Tanzania, at least 880,835 ki-
lograms of PET was collected, the 
highest collection of the campaign 
across East and Central Africa.   Ki-
hesa Secondary School of Iringa re-
gion achieved the highest number 
of PET collection and won a pitch 
refurbishment in their respective 
institution. 

For Dar es Salaam, three schools, 
namely Kisarawe II Secondary 
School of Kigamboni District, Kam-
bangwa Secondary School of Kinon-
doni District and Mikwambe Sec-
ondary School of Temeke District, 
did well.

The students from these schools 
collected 7,052kgs, 6,279kgs and 
3,110kgs respectively during the 
campaign and each school was re-
warded with 32 pieces of COPA jer-
seys and two balls.

Three students from each of the 
winning schools were rewarded 

MINNEAPOLIS

UNDERMANNED and playing for the second 

consecutive night, the Houston Rockets still 

had plenty of reason to be confident.

“I would think it would give you confidence,” 

coach Mike D’Antoni said. “You’re playing 

with a bazooka out there.”

A bazooka named James Harden.

Harden unloaded Saturday night, scoring 

49 points on a whopping 41 shots from the 

field to lead the short-handed Rockets to 

their seventh straight victory, 125-105 over 

the Minnesota Timberwolves.

With Russell Westbrook resting and several 

key contributors injured, the Rockets needed 

Harden to shoulder an even bigger scoring 

load than usual. The 41 attempts are the 

most in his career, and the most in the NBA 

this season, surpassing the 37 Golden State’s 

D’Angelo Russell took in an overtime loss Nov. 

8 in the same building in Minnesota.

“It was a collective effort,” Harden said. 

“We’ve got six, seven guys out. So it could 

have been an easy game, where we just 

chalked it up and got ready for next game. We 

wanted to come here and win this game, and 

we showed it.”

Harden made 16 of the 41 shots, going 8 for 

22 from 3-point range. He was 9 of 11 on free 

throws.

“He scored (49) on 41 shots,” Timberwolves 

forward Robert Covington said. “That’s what 

we want. But it’s just the other guys hurt us. 

We followed the game plan with him.”

Ben McLemore scored 20 points. Undrafted 

rookie Chris Clemons scored a career-high 

19 off the bench for the Rockets, who broke 

open the game with a 9-0 run in the fourth 

quarter. Austin Rivers also scored 19 points.

In addition to Westbrook, the Rockets 

were without center Clint Capela, guards 

Eric Gordon and Gerald Green, and forward 

Danuel House Jr. And they were playing the 

second game of a back-to-back following 

Friday night’s win over Indiana in Houston.

“There was a lot of heart,” D’Antoni said. “I 

think that’s what we’re more excited about, 

just the heart and the effort and what went 

into playing a back-to-back. That’s a character 

win.”

Karl-Anthony Towns had 27 points and 15 

rebounds for the Timberwolves, who also 

were short-handed. Andrew Wiggins missed 

his second consecutive game for personal 

reasons.

Jake Layman made his first start of the 

season for Minnesota and scored a season-

high 21 points. Covington had 17 points.

“I’m a no-excuse person,” Timberwolves 

coach Ryan Saunders said. “Who’s on the 

court is on the court. But we have to do more 

things to make teams like that uncomfortable. 

James Harden is a heck of a player. He’s one of 

the best scorers you’ll ever see. And he took 

41 shots. I thought we made him work for 

some of them. But some of them, we didn’t.”

Harden scored 18 of his 30 first-half points 

in the first quarter. It was his highest-scoring 

first quarter of the season. Harden took 17 of 

his team’s first 25 shots. He and the Rockets 

led by two at halftime despite trailing by as 

many as 11.

“We can’t take any game for granted,” 

Harden said. “We showed that tonight. I think 

the first half we gave up too many points. 

Second half we locked back in. They barely 

got over 100 points. That’s pretty much the 

goal every single game. Guys didn’t look 

around. We manned up and got a win.”

AP

Harden scores 49 points, Rockets 
beat Timberwolves 125-105

Kigamboni District Administrative Secretary, Rahel Mhando (2nd R) hands over a tablet and a kit to Kisarawe II 
Secondary Schools’ student, Calvin Kalumuna, during a function which took place in Dar es Salaam last weekend. 
The student had collected 21,578 plastic bottles for the plastic bottles collection campaign, known as ‘Rejesha na 
Ushinde’, which is conducted by Coca-Cola Company in the COPA-UMISSETA competition, finishing third in the 
region. Also in the picture is Coca-Cola Kwanza Director of Sales and Marketing, Josephine Msalilwa (R),and Coca-
Cola Tanzania’s official, Pamela Lugenge. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT

Grin White football team’s players (in green kits) take on youths that are taking part in a junior training program 
conducted by Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) in a match, which was held at Laureate International 
School’s venue at Mbezi Beach, Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

with tablets and smart watches 
for championing the campaign 
in their schools while three 
teachers from each school 
walked away with a laptop, bag 
and Coca-Cola T-shirt.

Speaking during the cer-
emony, Josephine Msalilwa, 
Coca-Cola Kwanza Marketing 
and Sales Director, urged and 
encouraged students and Tan-
zanians at large to continue 
participating in recycling cam-
paigns and activities to reduce 
waste and create a cleaner and 
healthier environment. 

“Recycling not only protects 
the earth’s natural resources 
but also helps to promote a 
better quality of life for ev-
eryone. As a company we saw 

it fit to mobilize students par-
ticipating in COPA Coca-Cola 
to start recycling from a young 
age so as to instill true behav-
iour change in them for life,” 
she said.

She added: “As a bottling 
partner of The Coca-Cola 
Company, we recognize the 
importance of spearheading 
initiatives like these and this is 
the reason why we introduced 
a beach clean-up campaign, 
known as ‘Mchanga Pekee’, to 
ensure our beaches are well 
kept and free from waste”

The introduction of the re-
cycling initiative is a bid to 
strengthen the fight against 
waste pollution in the country.  
The Coca-Cola Company and 

its bottling partners are work-
ing to spearhead initiatives to 
collect and recycle PET bottles 
and packaging. The partner-
ships will create a favourable 
environment for the invest-
ment of additional capital in 
the PET sector in both produc-
tion and recycling.

The Coca-Cola Company ear-
ly this year announced a global 
goal to help collect and recycle 
the equivalent of 100% of its 
packaging by 2030. To achieve 
this, the Coca-Cola system is 
working with local communi-
ties, industry partners, cus-
tomers, and consumers to help 
address such issues like pack-
aging waste and marine debris.

BY GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT

THE Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager Marathon season is here 

again as it continues getting 

better and bigger, with Tanzania 

Breweries Limited (TBL), 

through its Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager brand, consistently being 

the main sponsor.

This is the 18th edition of the 

race and Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager has maintained this 

sponsorship right from 2003 

when the race’s first edition 

was held with participants only 

doing 5km as a way of having fun 

as friends and colleagues.

This has however over the 

years grown into the biggest 

athletics event attracting more 

than 11,000 participants so far 

from more than 56 countries all 

over the world hence not just 

promoting athletics but tourism 

and boosting businesses.

The Kilimanjaro Marathon has 

no doubt due to its magnitude 

attracted many other sponsors 

in the past but, among them, 

only Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 

has featured in all the 18 editions 

as the main sponsor.

The brand has through its 

innovative marketing ideas given 

the marathon a special push all 

through hence creating a lot of 

excitement before and during 

the event that is normally held 

in Moshi either towards end of 

February or early March when 

all roads lead to Moshi.

Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 

has something to be proud about 

because the event is named after 

the highest mountain in Africa, 

which also happens to be the 

name of the main sponsor.

The 2020 edition of the 

Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 

Marathon has already been 

launched officially and the vibe 

is already on as participants 

gear up for yet another exciting 

season.

The Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager Brand Manager, Pamela 

Kikuli,noted this is among 

sponsorships that the brand has 

upheld for a long time because 

of the magnitude of the event 

which keeps growing every year.

“It is an event of its kind where 

runners get to run on the slopes 

of Mt. Kilimanjaro as they enjoy 

the beautiful scenes in Moshi not 

forgetting the great taste of their 

number one beer, which is the 

official beer for the marathon,” 

she disclosed.

According to the Brand 

Manager, they have all this 

time invested a lot of funds 

in the marathon, not just to 

promote sales but also to 

create employment through 

advertising, promotion and 

other marketing activities.

“This season will also be 

beneficial to businesspeople, 

not for Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager alone, but also companies 

in the food, accommodation, 

communication and transport 

sectors, as well as other 

businesses,” she noted. 

According to Pamela, they 

will also use the Kilimanjaro 

Marathon to promote the new 

Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 

bottle that was launched in June 

this year, showcasing a new label 

with an African pattern because 

Kilimanjaro premium Lager 

takes pride in flying the Tanzania 

flag higher.

Pamela urged other corporates 

out there to invest in the event 

and they can be sure of great 

results in terms of marketing 

their products and services 

due to the number of people   

involved in the event.

“There are more than 11,000 

participants but an equal 

number or more of spectators 

who go to cheer and feel the 

good ambiance along the route 

as they watch their loved ones 

running,” she noted.

“Local athletes are among 

things that Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager is out to support,  as we 

want more and more Tanzanians 

to win the prizes offered by the 

sponsors we have come up with 

incentives to make Tanzanians 

train harder so they can win the 

top prizes andget the bonuses 

from Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager.”

She disclosed for the 2020 

edition, apart from the prize 

money, the sponsors will be 

giving out 1.5m/- to the fist 

Tanzanian male athlete and 

a similar amount to the first 

Tanzanian female athlete.

“This is aimed at giving them 

extra motivation and ensuring 

that as a country we do well,” she 

noted.

She pointed out the event 

would not have been successful 

without support from other 

sponsors who include TIGO-21 

km, Grand Malt-5km, Kilimanjaro 

Water, TPC Limited, Simba 

Cement, Barclays Bank and the 

official suppliers who include 

Kibo Palace Hotel, Keys Hotel, 

GardaWorld Security, Precision 

Air, CMC Automobiles.

Pamela also appealed 

to participants to register 

on time through www.

kilimanjaromarathon or 

Tigopesa *149*20# to assure 

themselves of racing numbers 

before they sell out.

“The organizers have put in 

place an early discounting period 

where participants will pay a bit 

less but the offer only runs up 

to mid-January so participants 

must really take advantage of 

this and register in plenty as 

it will also give the organizers 

ample time to plan well for the 

race,” she disclosed.

The Kilimanjaro Premium 

Lager Marathon Local Race 

Director, John Bayo, hailed the 

brand for its consistency and 

determination to take athletics 

to greater heights.

“An even of such magnitude 

requires such a serious and 

committed sponsors there is a 

lot of planning to do and al this 

requires funds,” he noted.

According to Bayo, the best 

that Tanzanians can do to repay 

Kilimanjaro Premium Lager is by 

winning the top prizes in plenty 

and also consuming the beers 

after the race.

Next year’s race will take 

place at the Moshi Cooperatives 

University on March 1, 2020 and 

will play host to a IAAF route 

measured 42km Marathon, a 

21km Half Marathon and a 5km 

Fun run.

The event is organized by Wild 

Frontiers and locally coordinated 

by Executive Solutions Limited.

Company marks 18 years of marathon  sponsorship 

LONDON

ROGER Federer has one of the world’s best 

overheads so when he botched two smashes 

on his way to dropping serve in the second 

game of his ATP Finals semi-final against 

Stefanos Tsitsipas on Saturday he knew it 

might be a rough day. 

So it proved as the 20-times Grand Slam 

champion went down 6-3 6-4 to the 21-year-

old Greek who has taken the tournament by 

storm on his debut appearance. 

While Tsitsipas, in Federer’s words, was “as 

hard as nails”, the Swiss great converted only 

one of the 12 break points as his hopes of a 

seventh title at the season-ender fell flat. 

“I think getting broken with missing two 

smashes in one game, that hasn’t happened 

in a long, long time or ever,” the 38-year-old 

told reporters. “So that was tough. 

“That’s not something you can train or 

practise for. That’s tough, just feet were not 

quite there yet, still not quite getting used to 

the high one and all that stuff.” 

Although failing to scale the heights he 

achieved on Thursday when beating Novak 

Djokovic, Federer did not play badly. 

Had he taken his chances it could have 

been different and the ninth game of the first 

set, a thrilling 13-minute baseline battle in 

which Federer saved six set points before the 

aggressive Tsitsipas finally sealed the set, was 

crucial. 

Federer did respond after being broken 

early in the second set, but Tsitsipas refused 

to take a backward step as he claimed a 

second win of the year over Federer. 

BIG THREE 

Tsitsipas’s victory meant the last of the big 

three of Federer, Djokovic and Rafael Nadal 

were out of the exclusive year-ender. 

With the other semi-final between 

defending champion Alexander Zverev, 22, 

and 26-year-old Dominic Thiem, it is perhaps 

another signal that the old guard are under 

attack like never before. Or perhaps not. 

“I just think they have proven their point 

this year by qualifying for the ATP Finals, and 

also now at least one of them making it to the 

finals and maybe also Sascha again repeating 

what he did last year,” Federer said. 

REUTERS

Federer rues bad start as ATP 
Finals hopes are dashed
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 By Tim Vickery, SouTh Ameri-

cA correSpondenT 

NEXT time the two 
meet will be in CONME-
BOL World Cup qualifica-
tion, the most competitive 
campaign on the planet. 
And so it is Argentina who 
will set off with a spring 
in their stride on the long 
road from Riyadh to Qatar, 
and Brazil who have much 
to think about after los-
ing 1-0 in Saudi Arabia to 
a goal from Lionel Messi, 
returning to international 
football after a three-
month suspension.

Messi’s time with his 
national team has been 
blighted by the tendency 
of the defence to self-de-
struct. It did not take long 
for that to happen again, 
as Juan Foyth was caught 
in possession in his own 
area, and Leandro Pare-
des tripped Gabriel Jesus. 
It was a clear penalty but 
Gabriel Jesus rolled the 
subsequent spot kick wide 
of the post.

Argentina’s defence did 
not self-destruct again on 
this day and there are two 
simple explanations why.

The first is that the 
pre-match talk of Messi 
plus two centre-forwards 
proved to be just that -- 
talk. In the Copa America, 
that formation obviously 
left the team front-loaded. 
With both Lautaro Mar-
tinez and Sergio Aguero 
up front, Argentina were 
open to the counter-attack 
and their lack of defensive 
pace was easily exposed.

This time, Aguero stayed 
on the bench, while Lu-
cas Ocampo came in and 
operated on the right of 
midfield. Argentina strung 
two banks of four across 
the field, and Brazil had 
so much trouble breaking 
them down that keeper 
Esteban Andrada did not 
have a single shot to save, 
and scarcely an alarm.

Then there is Brazil’s 
worrying lack of recent 
attacking efficiency. Since 
winning the Copa America 
in July they have not won 
in five games, their worst 
run in 28 years. They have 
drawn with Colombia, Sen-
egal and Nigeria and gone 
down to Peru and now to 
Argentina. To make mat-
ters worse, in the last four 
games they have managed 
just two goals! At present, 
there are serious question 
marks over the architec-
ture of the team.

Roberto Firmino has be-
come the centre-forward 
-- but is proving thorough-

ly unable to reproduce 
his stunning club form. At 
Liverpool he is surround-
ed with pace and move-
ment, while with Brazil he 
can be left sadly isolated. 
At club level, Mohamed 
Salah and Sadio Mane 
burst beyond him and get 
close to him, with the full-
backs supplying attacking 
width. Brazil, meanwhile, 
have been holding the 
full-backs deeper, looking 
for the wingers to supply 
the width and not moving 
the ball in and around Fir-
mino quick enough.

Coach Tite shuffled the 
pack on Friday, starting 
Lucas Paqueta in attack-
ing midfield in place of 
Phillippe Coutinho. The 
AC Milan youngster got off 
to a nervous start, twice 
losing the ball dangerous-
ly close to goal. He then 
tried to get into the pen-
alty area in support of Fir-
mino, but the moves never 
flowed, and he gave way to 
Coutinho at the interval.

In the second half, 
Coutinho went wide right, 
with Gabriel Jesus looking 
to support Firmino. Then 
on came Richarlison to 
play up front, with Firmi-
no dropping behind him. 
And for the last few min-
utes, big Wesley Moraes 
came on to operate as a 
genuine target man, with 
debutant Rodrygo wide on 
one flank, Richarlison on 
the other and Firmino and 
Coutinho centrally.

Nothing worked. The 
team appeared to have lit-
tle faith in its own power 
of recovery, as there was 
much more desperation 
than science in their at-
tempts to draw level, and 
they did not deserve an 
equaliser. Tite might be 
praying for the return of 
Neymar, while being con-
cerned at the fitness of 
his main attacking star. He 
will also be concerned that 
this is Brazil’s fifth straight 
game without keeping a 
clean sheet.

Argentina took the lead 
soon after Brazil’s missed 
penalty, Messi breaking 
down the right and getting 
goal side of left-back Alex 
Sandro, another who is 
currently going through a 
bad patch with the nation-
al team. Messi was caught 
from behind, went down 
and the referee pointed 
to the spot. The Barcelona 
ace’s shot was saved by 
Alisson but Messi followed 
up to turn home the re-
bound.  

Messi decisive but Argentina, 
Brazil are works in progress

Euro 2020 takes shape as Netherlands, Germany and Croatia qualify 

Germany’s Toni kroos scores his side’s 4th goal during the euro 2020 group c qualifying soccer match 
between Germany and Belarus in moenchengladbach, Germany, Saturday, nov. 16, 2019. (Ap photo)

 pAriS

THE Netherlands, 
Germany and World Cup 
finalists Croatia expanded 
a list of big hitters to qualify 
for Euro 2020 on Saturday 
as the trio booked their 
places at next summer’s 
finals.

Austria also made it 
through to the multi-host 
tournament, which kicks 
off in Rome on June 12, 
with 16 sides now ensured 
of a spot at the 24-team 
event and only four places 
remaining from the main 
qualifying route.

They join other big 
names such like world 
champions France, Spain, 
Italy and England, with 
European champions 
Portugal one win away 
from qualification.

Ronald Koeman’s resur-
gent Dutch needed a point 
to qualify for their first ma-

jor tournament since com-
ing third at the 2014 World 
Cup and got what they 
needed in a scrappy goal-
less draw with Northern 
Ireland in Belfast.

“It means a lot for us as 
players. Hopefully it means 
so much to the Dutch peo-
ple,” Liverpool defender 
Van Dijk said.

However they were far 
from the flamboyant outfit 
that has so often thrilled 
in Group C, and survived 
a huge scare when Steven 
Davis smashed a first-half 
penalty high over the bar.

The Dutch dominated 
possession and stopped 
the hosts from having a 
single shot on target but 
failed to create much 
themselves.

Davis’ spot-kick blunder 
left Michael O’Neill’s side 
third and hoping for a way 
into the tournament via 
the playoffs.

- Germany join the Dutch 
- The draw allowed fierce 
rivals Germany to move top 
in the group as Toni Kroos 
hit a brace in a simple 
4-0 win over Belarus in 
Moenchengladbach which 
saw them qualify for the 
Euros for the 13th time in 
a row.

A deft back-heeled goal 
from defender Matth-
ias Ginter just before the 
break and impressive fin-
ishing by Leon Goretzka 
and Kroos gave the Ger-
mans a comfortable three-
goal lead early in the sec-
ond half.

Captain Manuel Neuer 
produced a superb save 
to keep out Belarus strik-
er Igor Stasevich’s pen-
alty before Kroos dribbled 
through the defence to 
claim his second goal sev-
en minutes from time and 
make sure of a routine win.

“Overall we did well, 

but at the moment I don’t 
include us among the fa-
vourites for the European 
title,” said Kroos, echo-
ing coach Joachim Loew’s 
comments from earlier in 
the week.

A win over Northern Ire-

land in Frankfurt on Tues-
day will guarantee Loew’s 
new-look side first place.

Croatia survived a scare 
to secure their place in the 
Euros after coming from 
behind beat Slovakia 3-1 in 
Rijeka.

The World Cup runners 
up needed just a point to 
ensure qualification from 
Group E but Robert Boze-
nik stunned the home 
crowd when he tapped 
the away side ahead in the 
32nd minute.

However it was one-way 
traffic in the second half 
and Croatia’s qualification 
was never in doubt once 
Nikola Vlasic drilled home 
the leveller.

Bruno Petkovic headed 
the hosts in front and Ivan 
Perisic sealed the three 
points with a thumping fin-
ish with 16 minutes left.

“We were trying to stay 
calm in the dressing room 
at half-time, we were sure 
that our quality would 
prevail. We kept attacking, 
creating chances, and the 
goals came,” said Petkovic.

- Wales with fighting 
chance -

That win gives Wales a 
fighting chance of qualify-
ing after their 2-0 victory 
over Azerbaijan earlier on 
Saturday.

Ryan Giggs’ side stay 
third thanks to first-half 
headed goals from Kieffer 
Moore and Harry Wilson 

and Slovakia losing against 
the Croats.

They are just one point 
behind second-placed 
Hungary, who travel to Car-
diff on the final day for a 
winner-takes-all clash.

“It’s massive for us to get 
the three points and now 
we go again Tuesday,” said 
Moore. “We came here for 
the three points and we 
got them -- now it’s all guns 
blazing towards Tuesday.”

Austria booked their 
place with a 2-1 win over 
North Macedonia that kept 
third-placed Slovenia at 
bay despite their 1-0 tri-
umph over Latvia.

They are second in 
Group G behind Poland, 
who had already qualified 
going into this round of 
games but maintained a 
three-point lead at the top 
of the group thanks to a 2-1 
win at Israel.

 AFP



 

chose to start batting, given they 
scored 178 runs for the loss of five 
wickets in 20 overs.

Impressive batting displays 
by opener Ivan Ismail was 
instrumental in Caravans’ ability 
to record the huge score, given 

the talented player notched 84 
runs, which consisted of five 
fours and as many sixes.

His impressive showing at the 
crease, eventually, won him man 
of the match prize. 

Mohamed Omary, who opened 
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Caravans wallop Gymkhana in 
DRCC Caravans T20 Cup

 By Guardian Reporter

C
A R A V A N S ’ 
c r i c k e t e r s 
w a l l o p e d 
Gymkhana by 41 

runs when the two sides 
met in this season’s DRCC 
Caravans T20 tournament 
in Dar es Salaam on 
Saturday.

Caravans made no 
secret of their intention to 
amass an imposing total in 
the Group A’s clash, once 
they won the toss and 

Senior national football team, Taifa Stars, midfielder Farid Mussa (R), dribbles past Equatorial Guinea defenders in the 2021 Africa Cup of Nations’ qualifiers’ clash, which 
was played at the National Stadium in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA
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Morogoro school set to promote tourist attractions Kenya outits 60 teams for 
Arusha youth soccer tourney
 By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

WHILE Tanzania as the host country has lined up 
12 soccer teams so far for this year’s installment of a   
youth  soccer competition,  known  as ‘Chipkizi Cup,’ its 
immediate neighbour, Kenya, already has 60 teams on 
standby.

Rwanda is dispatching two youth soccer teams for the 
tournament, whereas Uganda is expected to outfits 10 
teams. 

The annual event which clocks its 10th Anniversary this 
year is scheduled for Arusha from December 10.

The Rwandan teams that have so far confirmed to come 
to Tanzania for the ‘Chipkizi Cup 2019’ include, ‘Right to 
Play’ and ‘Saint Vincent Palloti Real Soccer Academy,’ 
according to the event coordinator, Alfred Itaeli, Kenya 
and Uganda have not yet named theirs.

Organizers say that 120 football teams made up of over 
2000 young soccer players, mostly pupils and students 
are expected to take part in the 2019 installment of the 
East Africa soccer tourney.

Running under the Arusha-based, sporting talent 
recruiting and promotional institution of Future 
Stars Academy (FSA), the East African Youth Football 
Tournament, is going to bring to Arusha teams from, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Zambia, Burundi and Zanzibar 
Isles, as well as the host Tanzania mainland.

Tanzania’s teams include hosts, Future Stars Academy 
team, Upendo Friends Schools, Arusha Soccer Center, 
Arusha Youth Development, UWC (former International 
School of Moshi), Tanzanite, New Vision and Arusha 
Meru International, all based in Arusha.

Dodoma brings the Fountain Gate team, Dar es Salaam 
will enter Azam FC and Magnet Academy, Singida comes 
with Singida United, Kilimanjaro comes with Black Rhinos 
from Moshi and Zanzibar once again brings into the fold 
the last year’s defending champions, JKU.

Kenya will bring over 60 youth teams, making the 
country have the highest entry yet, while Uganda will 
outfit nearly 10 clubs for the Arusha Chipkizi Cup. 
Tanzania is still registering more teams in addition to the 
confirmed 12.

To be staged at the Tanganyika Game Trackers (TGT) 
grounds from December 10 to 15 this year, the Chipkizi 
Cup marks its 10th anniversary in 2019 after its premier 
in 2009. Registration ends on November 15 2019.

The Director of Future Stars, Alfred Itaeli, stated here 
that for the last 10 years, the Chipkizi Cup tournament 
has produced a number of promising youth footballers, 
including those that have managed to feature in 
international soccer events outside the country.

Chipkizi Cup, the East Africa Youth Football 
Championship, is usually a tourney for young and mostly 
upcoming players aged between 9 and 20 years of age and 
these usually fall under the pupils and students brackets.

Zakayo Mjema, the Arusha Regional Football Association 
(ARFA) secretary general, commented about the Chikizi 
Cup, saying that this year all national soccer leaders and 
officials in the country will attend the competition to see 
for themselves, how the youths play.

He was however concerned that it is usually other 
countries that get to field more teams and most players 
even though Tanzania is the one that always host these 
tourneys.

According to ARFA officials, from next year, the Tanzania 
Football Federation will slot the Chipkizi Cup into the TFF 
calendars so that they may now be recognized as part of 
official country tourneys.

Kenya shone in the 2018 instalment of the Chipkizi Cup, 
topping the Under-13 category for both male and female 
teams. Zanzibar managed to top the Under-20 slots.

 By Correspondent Michael 
Sikapundwa, Morogoro

MOROGORO has 
expressed desire to boost 
promotion of the region’s 
tourist sites, given plans 
for construction of an 
information center for 
tourism are in place.

Regional Education 
Officer, Joyce Baravuga, 
disclosed the center will be 
constructed at Msamvu B 
Primary School.

She noted the decision is 
in line with the five years’ 
strategic plans Morogoro 
had set to promote its 
tourist sites.

“The Regional Education 
Office decided to use 
undeveloped 10 acres that 
Msamvu B Primary School 
owns, this will also help us 
curb crime at the school,” 
she noted.

 of 23 computer sets 
worth 12m/- owned by 
the school were recently 
stolen by thieves, who 
are said to lurk around 
the woods located on the 
school’s plot.

“The school experiences 
insecurity, robbers are 
hiding in the woods at the 
plot.”

Joyce pointed out 
the center will after 
completion facilitate 
availability of  details on 
attractions available at 
Selous, Mikumi and Ruaha 
national parks.

She said according to 
National Information 
and Communication 
Technology (ICT) policy, 
electronic services can be 

Caravans’ batsman, Ivan Ismail, puts his skills to show when his squad locked 
horns with Shree Kutchi Leva in the previous edition of the DRCC Caravans T20 
competition in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO; COURTESY OF NIKHIL PUJARA

the innings with Ismail, also 
had no mercy for Gymkhana 
bowlers, blasting 42 runs, which 
included two fours.

There was also meaningful 
contribution with the bat from 
Jitin Singh and Sreejith Kumar 
that notched 20 runs and 15 
runs respectively.

Abhik Patwa was Gymkhana’s 
only bowler with impressive 
spell, given he took four wickets 
for 26 runs in four overs.

Needing 179 runs to win, 
Gymkhana started the chase 
in an impressive fashion, given 
opening batsmen Yakesh 
Patel and Patwa forged a solid 
partnership, posting 50 runs 
and 25 runs respectively.

Patel, who ended as the side’s 
top run getter, blasted five sixes 
during his spell at the crease, 
Patwa’s score included two 
fours and as many sixes.

Vishal Patel, batting at number 
three, improved Gymkhana’s 
chase with his 45 runs that 
consisted of a boundary and 
four sixes.

They experienced batting 
collapse after Patel’s dismissal, 
frustrating their efforts to 
realize successful chase in the 
process.

Yash Hirwania led Caravans’ 

bowling onslaught, finishing 
his spell with four wickets, 
conceding one run in four overs.

He was ably assisted by Jitin 
Singh and Gokul Das, who 
ended their respective spells 
with two wickets apiece.

Singh leaked 23 runs in four 
overs, Das leaked 16 runs in four 
overs 

It was a second win in a row 
for Caravans, the competition’s 
defending champions, given 
they opened their campaign 
with 123-run rout of Union 
Sports Club. 

Caravans Club has organized 
the competition under the 
supervision of Dar es Salaam 
Regional Cricket Committee 
(DRCC), aiming at developing 
the sport at the domestic level.

The competition’s sponsors 
include Petrofuel, Alliance 
Insurance, Grand Restaurant, 
Colourflex, RAS Logistics and 
SBC through Pepsi brand. 

This year’s tournament has 
brought together 10 teams that 
have been placed in two groups.

Group A has been made up 
of Union, Caravans, Gymkhana, 
Aga Khan SC and Team 10. 
Group B outfits include Aces, 
Shree Kutchi Leva, GP, Estim 
and Saint Gobain.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

put to use to facilitate provision of 
social and economic services such 
as tourism, education and others. 

“Availability of e-content in ICT 
products and services is important 
in order to meet national 
development goals,” she added.

Msamvu B Primary School‘s 

head, Elidad Matthew Ikomba, 
promised the school’s pupils will 
be exposed to knowledge on tourist 
attractions in a bid to improve the 
pupils’ skills in various subjects 
through e-content materials.

“It is my hope the pupils will 
be ambassadors for the region’s 

tourist attractions particularly 
Selous and Mikumi national 
parks,” Ikomba noted.

“Besides, after completion of 
Standard Seven, it will be easy for 
them to easily develop technical 
skills at a secondary school, which 
will soon be constructed here.”

Ikomba pointed out construction 
of buildings at the undeveloped 
acres will hopefully significantly 
improve security of the school’s 
properties.

Ikomba said the theft of the 
computer sets happened due to 
inadequate security at the school.


