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Tanzania, Korea agree on $2.5bn loans, EPA

SEVEN MONTHS LATER, BRIDGE STILL KAPUT... It has been all quiet more than half a year since Kwa Ndee Bridge (pictured) fell apart
and this section of the road linking Dar des Salaam’s Madale Mwisho and Msumi suburbs was rendered impassable. Even the authori-
ties expected - or supposed - to work on the issue or merely comment on it are said to have remained tight-lipped to date.

By Salome Kitomari, Seoul

ANZANIA and South

I Korea have signed

a framework agree-

ment enabling concessional

loans from the Economic

Development Coopera-

tion Fund (EDCF) valued at
$2.5bn across five years.

President Samia Suluhu
Hassan and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol,
witnessed the signing of the
Korea-Tanzania EDCF pact
for 2024-2028 here over the
weekend.

President Samia is on an
official visit to Korea at the
invitation of President Yoon,
with the two heads of state
holding official talks at the
Yongsan Presidential Office.

They witnessed the sign-
ing of other agreements aim-
ing to bolster cooperation in
critical minerals and the blue
economy, alongside sign-
ing a joint statement on the
launch of negotiations for an
economic partnership agree-
ment (EPA).

The envisaged EPA will
elevate Tanzania-Korea eco-
nomic ties to a strategic re-
lationship, boosting partner-

ship in trade, investment,
transport and industry.

President Samia welcomed
the decision of the Korean
government to double the
EDCF facility’s resources to
Tanzania, urging enhanced
cooperation with Korea in
the blue economy and the
development of natural gas.

Cooperation was  also
sought for the creative in-
dustry particularly film and
arts, while seeking leeway
on Tanzania to supply labour
to Korean industry via the
employment permit system
(EPS) used in South Korea.

A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) on stra-
tegic minerals was similarly
signed, enhancing Tanzania-
Korea cooperation on geo-
logical surveys, mining in-
vestments and ‘beneficiation’
of critical minerals such as
nickel, lithium and graphite,
the presidential communi-
cations directorate said in a
statement.

The two countries set up
diplomatic ties in 1992, while
the president’s visit is the sec-
ond, coming 26 years after
the late President Benjamin
Mkapa visited the country in

1998.

An EPA agreement envis-
aged will enable the two
countries to elevate ties to a
strategic level in the conduct
of industry and transporta-
tion investments, the state-
ment indicated.

The agreement aims to
widen economic coopera-
tion, with Tanzania becom-
ing the third in Africa opting
for talks leading to an eco-
nomic cooperation agree-
ment with Korea, after Mo-
rocco and Kenya.

Preliminary EPA docu-
ments signed yesterday in-
clude cooperation in the blue
economy as relates to fishing
areas, seafood processing
industries, construction of
fishing ports, technology and
research on marine issues, it
elaborated.

Tanzanians will benefit
from obtaining direct and
other paying avenues help-
ing to accelerate the growth
of the sector, it said.

Tanzanian’s Minerals
ministry and South Korea’s
Trade, Industry
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TAWA seizes 91 BoT circular cuts interbank
guns, arresting customers' transfer charges

2,304 poachers

By Guardian Reporter

IN the past ten months the government has
seized a total of 91 firearms and 276 bullets,
arrested 2,304 suspects for various offences
in forests managed by the Tanzania Wildlife
Management Authority (TAWA).

Angellah Kairuki, the Natural Resources
and Tourism minister, made this observation
in the National Assembly on Friday when ta-
bling budget estimates for the 2024/25 finan-
cial year.

Efforts injected by the government to fight
poaching had prevented a range of criminal
incidents targeting wildlife and livestock, as
the agency heightened security in various
game reserves with patrols and other meas-
ures.

Up to late April a total of 11,593 patrols were
conducted, being 80 percent of the target of
conducting 14,487 patrols, she said, noting

TURN TO Page2

By Guardian Reporter

CUSTOMERS in banks and
financial institutions are be-
ing relieved from exorbitant
tariffs for interbank trans-
fers through retail platforms
and channels, with new in-
dicative charges issued by
the Bank of Tanzania (BoT).

Dr Sauda Msemo, the
deputy governor for finan-
cial stability and deepening,
issued indicative charges in
the circular referenced as
LB.178/179/01/69 dated April
22, 2024 and came into ef-

fect on May 1.

Posted on the BoT web-
site on Friday, it was issued
pursuant to Section 56 (3)
of the National Payment Sys-
tems Act 2015, addressing all
banks and financial institu-
tions, the BoT official stated
in the circular.

The move follows com-
plaints of high charges being
imposed on customers for
transferring funds from one
bank to another through re-
tail platforms and channels,
it said.

This tended to increase

the burden on consumers of
these services, the circular
noted, highlighting that fees
and commissions are major
sources of non-funded in-
comes among commercial
banks and other financial
institutions.

He said that BoT has set
limits to charges for inter-
bank transfer through re-
tail platforms for specified
transfer amounts, with zero
charges to the end user or
recipient for incoming trans
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Manyara sets aside Im ha in
carbon trading EAC hub bid

By Correspondent Marc
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MANYARA Region au-
thorities are working to cre-
ate a major hub for carbon
trading in the East African
Community zone, setting
aside upwards of one mil-
lion hectares of forest land,
with more clusters likely to
be added.

Michael Gwandu, the re-
gional forest officer, said

here at the weekend that
600,000 hectares of wil-
derness will remain undis-
turbed for conservation and
carbon trading, located in
the vast Simanjiro District.

“In association with vil-
lage authorities, we have
also reserved 200,000 hec-
tares in Kiteto District, while
Mbulu, Babati and Hanang’
districts hold 200,000 hec-
tares,” he said.

The demarcated forests

are mapped within gazet-
ted village lands, some with
customary title deeds, with
even larger reserved areas
yet to be included in the bill,
he said.

“We intend to make Man-
yara the hub of carbon
trading in East Africa,” said
Gwandu, he stated, noting
that the region has a low
population density of 43
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BoT circular cuts interbank
customers’ transter charges

FROM PAGE 1

fer.

For outgoing transfer, custom-
ers are supposed to pay between
0/- and 500/- for transfer volumes
between 1/- and 50,000/-, 0/- with
1,500/- charges applying for trans-
fers of values between 500,000/-
and 5my/-, the circular specified,
indicating 0/- to 2,000/- charges
for transferring values set at 5m/-
to 20m/-.

Banks and financial institutions
need to comply with the
indicative charges for
interbank electronic

fund transfer (ETF) and
interbank instant transfers
through retail platforms
and channels, the circular
demanded.

Back in November, BoT
issued a circular to Tanzania
Interbank Settlement
System (TISS) participants
on revised fees and charges,
involving consultation with
stakeholders.

It was part of the initiatives
aimed at reducing costs

of effecting electronic
payments, promoting
digital payments adoption
and reducing direct cash
settlements.

The schedule for new TISS
fees and charges came

into effect from January

1, where TISS participants’
customer transactions
processing charges were

set at O/- to 2,000/~ for
payments with a value from
1/- to 10m/-, charging O/- to
5,000/- for payments with
a value above 10m/- and
more than 50m/- and 0/-
to 10,000/- for payments
valued at more than 50m/-.
The East Africa Payments
System (EAPS) alternatively
provides for customer
transaction processing
charges are 0/- to 10,000/-
regardless of the value of
the transaction and zero
charge to the end user for
incoming payments.

BoT set out interbank
transfer penalties of
200,000/- each non-
delivery versus payment
cancellation, rejected
settlement on real time and
rejected queued transactions

at the final cut-off time due to
insufficient funds.

Payments batch rejection pen-
alty fees for interbank payments
system participants with insuffi-
cient funds was set at Im/-, while
penalty for auto-conversion of
intraday loan facility (ILF) to Lom-
bard was set at 5m/-.

Failure to credit the benefi-
ciary account within two hours
of credit being paid into a bank
or financial institution for onward
transfer is subjected to 1m/- pen-
alty, with failure to effect TISS
participant’s payment within the
stipulated time is also subjected
to Im/- penalty.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa is briefed on the activities of women entrepreneurs supported by the National Economic Empowerment Council. It was
shortly after he had launched the council’s centre at Karumwa in Nyang'’hwale District, Geita Region, yesterday. Right is NEEC executive secretary Beng'i

Issa.

Manyara sets aside im ha in carbon trading EAC hub bid
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people per square kilometre. The
2022 Census report indicates the
presence of 1.9m people spread
across 50.9m hectares of land, he
pointed out.

It is a situation that places Man-
yara in the forefront of reducing
carbon dioxide in the country, with
a plausible regional impact, he said,

noting that various organizations
and agencies have indicated will-
ingness in carbon trading contracts
with a number of villages.

“We have been receiving offers
from as far as Australia and Singa-
pore,” he said, elaborating that Car-
bon (T) has already started operat-
ing in the region.

Net Zero Africa, The Nature Con-
servancy (TNC); The Nature Resto-

ration Company (TNRC) and Soil
for Future are firms that have been
sending carbon trading proposals,
he stated.

Manyara Region has designated
2.3m hectares for livestock graz-
ing and farming even as it endorses
1m hectares for forest conservation
with carbon trading in mind, he fur-
ther noted

The region has charted three dis-

tinct agro-ecological zones, where
nearly 1.5m hectares of land is suit-
able for crop production, with close
to 80 per cent of the region’s popula-
tion anchored in livestock keeping.

The region has on the other hand
earmarked 2,518 hectares for crop
processing, minerals industry and
other development projects, he
added.

‘Ramaphosa
will stay as
president’

PRETORIA

IF you're a betting person, put your money on
South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa remain-
ing in office - despite the catastrophic loss of sup-
port his governing ANC suffered in the election.

In his address to the media, ANC secretary-
general Fikile Mbalula emphatically stated that
Ramaphosa will not step down.

“That is not going to happen,” he said at the
weekend.

Mbalula’s views are significant - he is one of the
most influential leaders, and power-brokers, in
the party.

And he promised that the ANC will step up its
efforts to renew itself, otherwise “we’re gone”.

That’s an endorsement of Ramaphosa’s efforts
to tackle corruption in the party - and the govern-
ment.

He also made it clear that in talks to form a coa-
lition government, the ANC will not yield to de-
mands for Ramaphosa to step down.

That probably rules out a coalition with former
President Jacob Zuma’s new party, which wants
Mr Ramaphosa to be removed from office.

Meanwhile, there were some fears in the heart-
land of ex-President Jacob Zuma that violence
could break out if the electoral commission an-
nounces the results as planned later today.

Zuma’s newly formed MK party has done phe-
nomenally well nationally, but especially in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal province - where the results say it has
taken 45 percent of the votes for the provincial
legislature.

Zuma has complained of electoral irregularities,
believing that the MK got a higher share of the poll.
He wants the announcement postponed.

In light of this, Jeen, 60, was worried about the
possible reaction coming from Zuma’s supporters
if the electoral commission goes ahead.

“I hope there’s still going to be peace and not
chaos here in Durban,” she said.

Jeen is reminded of the 2021 riots sparked fol-
lowing the handing down of a prison sentence for
Zuma.

“We pray that it doesn’t happen because we
have been through it before”.

Anele Hlamini, 26, works in hospitality. She’ll be
following the results with her family.

“I'll have a glass of Merlot will I'll be watching the
results with my parents,” she said.

Hlamini is part of a high number of voters in this
region who have withdrawn their support of the
ANC.

“Enough is enough, I don’t want the ANC to win.
I voted for them for as long as I can remember but
they’ve been just so disappointing.”

Kahama district commissioner Mboni Mhita (C) pictured yesterday inspecting a dormitory for special needs students at Busungo
Secondary School at Segese in Msalala District Council as head of the district’s defence and security committee on a routine tour.

Tanzania, Korea agree

on $2.5bn credits, EPA

FROM PAGE 1

and Energy ministry signed
an MoU for cooperation in
strategic minerals.

“Tanzania and South
Korea will cooperate in re-
search, investment, mining
and building capacity to in-
crease the value of strategic
minerals in Tanzania,” the
statement noted, citing the
minerals as nickel, lithium
and graphite.

President Samia will also be
awarded an honorary doctor-
ate in aviation management
from the Korea Aerospace
University (KAU) in recogni-
tion of her transformative
actions, policy interventions
and pragmatic leadership
that have improved the coun-
try’s aviation sector, the di-

rectorate earlier stated.

South Korea, the 13th larg-
est economy globally, is open-
ing new source markets for
critical minerals in the wake
of the Covid-19 pandemic
plus regional tensions imped-
ing optimal conduct of raw
materials trade with China,
Japan and Russia.

Critical ~minerals are
sought after to remove the
use of fossil fuels as part of
efforts to reach the world’s
goal of removing carbon
dioxide by 50 percent with
renewable energy, thus wide
ranging manufacturing of
batteries and Africa increas-
ingly being a vital source, ex-
perts say.

With Korea’s biggest mar-
kets being Europe and the
United States, sourcing raw

materials from China would
frustrate access to those mar-
kets, meanwhile as the issue
also serves to elevate Korean
ties with Tanzania to a higher
level, compared to other Afri-
can countries.

Tanzania is among seven
countries with special Ko-
rean ties, alongside Rwanda,
Ghana, Mozambique, Sen-
egal, Ethiopia and Uganda,
while Tanzania is second af-
ter Egypt in obtaining Korean
project aid and loans after
Egypt, with $1.6bn annually,
ahead of Tanzania at $1.3bn,
the statement affirmed

Aid received during 2014-
2020 was pegged at $733m,
directed to facility expansion
at the Muhimbili National
Hospital, the Malagarasi
Bridge, the National Identity

Projectand Zanzibar irriga-
tion project.

The government signed $
1bn worth of project loans
for the 2021 to 2025 period,
targeting digital land survey-
ing for as digital plot data
project. A digital technology
college and the construction
of the Miguni Zanzibar Hos-
pital with 600 beds, are also
listed.

There is also a $230m pro-
ject to rebuild Muhimbili
National Hospital (MNH) to
house apartments stretching
t0 2030, an international con-
ference centre in Zanzibar,
the Bagamoyo Fishing Port
and the modern Tanzania
Institute of Rail Technology
(TIRT), with an additional
$2.5bn slated to be issued, it
added.

TAWA
selzes

91 guns,
arrests
2,304
poachers

FROM PAGE 1

that 41,294 livestock were impounded af-
ter being found in protected areas.

A total of 2,056 traps installed to catch
specific animals were detected and de-
stroyed, she said, pointing out that the
number of trapped elephants dying from
the devices was cut from six deaths dur-
ing fiscal 2022/23 to three deaths by April
2024.

TAWA rehabilitated 764.5km of roads in
Kizigo and Selous game reserves and built
a rhino monitoring shed at Maswa Game
Reserve, she said, elaborating that TAWA
bought 10 motorcycles to strengthen pa-
trols, while training 458 rangers.

TAWA participated in various interna-
tional exhibitions and forums to raise
awareness and market attractions it man-
ages, registering an increase of tourists in
those areas to 157,725 tourists by late April,
from 139,749 tourists recorded during fis-
cal 2022/23, she stated.

In efforts to heighten protection of wild-
life on the Ngorongoro Conservation Area,
the management conducted 251 patrols
enabling arrest of 339 poaching suspects,
while 16,683 livestock, one firearm with
four magazines and 28 elephant tusks
were seized.

The NCAA has placed beacons to pre-
vent human-wildlife conflicts and sought
to cut possibility of fire incidents by clear-
ing boundaries stretching to 116 kilom-
eters, she stated.

Collaboration with the Tanzania Peo-
ple’s Defence Forces (TPDF) enabled im-
provement on chilli bombs to heighten
control of elephants from invading settle-
ments and farms, she further noted.

The cool bombs were researched by
Mzinga Corporation and the Tanzania
Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI) and
will be directed to villages facing intrusion
challenges in 20 districts countrywide, she
added.
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FAC launches free
online professional
tourism courses o
heighten capacity

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

TOURISM practitioners in the East Africa can
now enhance their skills and expertise through
a comprehensive suite of professional courses
following the launch of EAC Online Tourism Capacity
Development Programme.

The courses, developed in collaboration with
the European Union and the German Development
Cooperation Agency (GIZ) aim to elevate professional
standards and skill sets across the region’s tourism
industry.

The programme was officially launched at the
weekend during a virtual session led by Andrea Aguer
Ariik Malueth, EAC Deputy Secretary General for
Infrastructure, Productive, Social and Political Sectors.

Malueth reaffirmed EAC’s commitment to upscale
skills across tourism sector in the region, targeting
MSMEs, youth, women and local communities.

He said that EAC Online Tourism Capacity
Development Programme is part of the LIFTED
programme, co-funded by the European Union and
Germany Cooperation and implemented jointly by GIZ
and the EAC Secretariat.

“This initiative builds on our efforts during the
COVID-19 pandemic to support the resumption of
tourism services. Together, we can redefine tourism for
the benefit of all EAC citizens and future generations,”
he said.

He hailed participation of tourism stakeholders in the
session and encouraged them to enrol and share this
opportunity in their networks.

Representing the EU delegation to Tanzania, Martino
Vinci, congratulated the Malueth for championing this
initiative and reaffirmed Team Europe’s commitment
to further supporting the community’s efforts to
regional tourism market through the ‘Leveraging
Integration Frameworks for Trade in Services and
CSOs (LIFTED) programme which seeks to increase
service liberalisation and exports to the regional and
continental levels as well as promoting bilateral trade
with the EU.

Marius Weist, GIZ Tourism Component Lead,
reflected on Germany’s long-time partnership and
collaboration with EAC in tourism sector, including the
recent development and launch of Visit East Africa -
Feel the Vibe Brand.

Finance Minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (in green tie) makes remarks at the 44th Meeting of the Council of Ministers for Trade, Industry, Finance and Investment of the East
African Community in Arusha city on Saturday.

Stakeholders for young children to
be taught environmental education

By Guardian Reporter, Kilombero

ENVIRONMENTAL stakehold-
ers have underscored the need
to impart environmental con-
servation knowledge amongst
school children so as to instil a
sense of responsibility towards
the environment and promote
sustainability.

They argue that such educa-
tion may promote critical and
creative thinking skills and in-
spire young learners to engage
in environmental conservation
activities within their communi-
ties.

In a recent interview with
members of the Journalists
Environmental Association of
Tanzania (JET) at her office in
Kilombero District, Mororgoro

Region, Theodora Aloyce, Chief
Conservator at the Uduzungwa
Mountains National Park, said
it is important to educate chil-
dren on environmental issues
to ensure they become respon-
sible future environmentalists.
Journalists visited the Nyerere
Selous-Udzungwa wildlife corri-
dor to see restoration progress
under the United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID) Tuhifadhi Maliasili pro-
ject—a five-year activity (2021
- 2026) that aims to address
threats to biodiversity, animal
movement as well as enhance
habitat connectivity and sup-
port community livelihoods.
The 13 kilometers long el-
ephant corridor passes through
three villages namely Kanyeja,

Sole and Mang'ula A.

“When children know the im-
portance of trees, they will not
cut them as they grow older.
Communities need to care for
the environment and forests as
we also depend on the environ-
ment to survive,” said Aloyce,
adding that despite some chal-
lenges, villagers surrounding
the park have a positive think-
ing about conservation and take
part in activities such as tree
planting.

She said they work closely
with stakeholders, including
Reforest Africa, Community
Forest Conservation Network of
Tanzania (MJUMITA), Associazi-
one Mazingira and Southern
Tanzania Elephant Programme
(STEP) in protecting the park

whereas a number of initiatives
are being taken to establish new
tourist attractions such as rec-
reation centre, game driving
and the ongoing construction of
a one kilometre canopy which
will be the longest in East Africa.

Peter Nyiti, Community En-
gagement and Training Man-
ager at Reforest Africa, said with
the support from USAID Tubhifa-
dhi Maliasili project, they have
developed a training manual
that is used to train pupils and
villagers on conservation issues.

Nyiti said the support helps in
a number of activities towards
restoration of the Nyerere-
Selous-Uduzungwa  corridor
whereas villagers are engaged
in seed collection, storage, ger-
mination and nursery manage-

ment.

“We have been planting indig-
enous trees along the wildlife
corridor; we have so far trained
villagers in six villages namely
Mang'ula A, Sole and Kanyenja
which are within the corridor as
well as Magombera, Katurukila
and Msolwa Station that are
outside the corridor,” he said,
noting the target was to plant
50,000 trees by end of this
month and they had planted
17,000 trees by March.

He linked the delay in achiev-
ing the target with the just-end-
ed El-Nino rains because most
of the areas within the corridor
were underwater. There are 27
species of indigenous trees used
in the restoration process, he
said.

Natural Resources and Tourism minister Angellah Kairuki (5th-L) in talks at the Kilimanjaro International Airport on Saturday with
a visiting 11-member US Congress delegation on cooperation between Tanzania and the US including on conservation, the thrust
mainly on the war on poaching.

Project worth 20bn- set to end water woes in Monduli

He said the contract has his tour of five regions aimed
been signed, adding that the at inspecting development
contractor is now mobilising projects and strengthening the
pipes for implementation of party.
the project. The party’s Secretary for Po-

During the meeting, Dr litical and International Affairs
Nchimbi gave room for resi- Rabia Abdallah said there is
dents to air their grievanc- need for collaboration among
es where water challenge partyand government leaders.
emerged frequently. Monduli Member of Parlia-

Dr Nchimbi then called min- ment Fred Lowassa said de-
ister Awesso to address the spite being given the privilege
matter so that residents could to host a military training col-
hear from him. lege, people in the area lack

In response, Awesso said the  grazing land.
project will be co-implement- “The government has given
ed with another water project Monduli the respect to host
for 14 villages in Monduli, say- one of the best military train-
ing this will address the chal- ing colleges in Africa but it has
lenge completely. come with its effects as it has

Dr Nchimbi continues with taken most of our land,” he

said.

While finalising his tour Sat-
urday of Manyara Region on
Saturday, Dr Nchimbi called
upon CCM members country-
wide not to elect leaders but
those who can deliver in the
coming local government polls
and next year’s General Elec-
tion.

Speaking to regional party
leaders in Babati District, Dr
Nchimbi said electing weak
leaders can lead to collapse of
the party and the government
as a whole.

“I am here to emphasise that
leadership is not about trying
but dedicating to serve the
people,” he said.

By Henry Mwangonde, Monduli

THE government is in the
final preparations to imple-
ment a 20bn/- water project
in Monduli District, Arusha Re-
gion, which is expected to end
a 200,000 litres water deficit
facing residents.

Minister for Water Jumaa
Awesso made the assurance
yesterday during a rally by rul-
ling CCM Secretary General Dr
Emanuel Nchimbi at Makuyuni
area in the district.

Awesso said water needs
in Monduli District stands at
300,000 litres but the area
water and sanitation agency
Muwasa is able to produce and
supply 100,000 litres only.

Campaigners want stricter
laws to lower tobacco use

By Getrude Mbago

TOBACCO control cam-
paigners have urged the gov-
ernment to come up with a
stronger law to curb harm-
ful consumption of tobacco
products and protect public
health.

The campaigners argue
that lack of stronger laws as
well as high taxation on to-
bacco products continue to
allow harmful consumption
of tobacco products, some-
thing which reverses the ef-
forts invested in controlling
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs).

They made the call on
Thursday when debating on
a live programme Malum-
bano ya Hoja’ aired by ITV,
emphasising that it is impor-
tant for the country to have
a strict law in line with the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) Framework Conven-
tion on Tobacco Control
(FCTC).

Lutgard Kagaruki, Execu-
tive Director of Tanzania
Tobacco Control Forum
(TTCF), said experts have
confirmed that tobacco kills
half of all users, something
which calls for immediate
action to ensure that Tanza-
nians are protected from the
disaster.

She said that despite sig-
nificant progress in reducing
tobacco use, the emergence
of e-cigarettes and other to-
bacco products presents a
threat to youth and tobacco
control.

“If we do not make efforts
to control tobacco consump-

tion, NCDs including cancer,
heart, and liver diseases will
continue to surge,” she said.

She noted that the coun-
try ratified the FCTC in April
2007, but implementation
of the treaty has been weak
and obligations under the
treaty are not reflected in
the current tobacco control
legislation with consequent
increase tobacco use instead
of decreasing.

Kagaruki said Tanzania
is among some countries
without a comprehensive
tobacco control law in line
with  WHO FCTC, adding
that neighbouring countries
like Uganda and Kenya have
already taken steps to fight
harmful consumption of to-
bacco products.

Prof Francis Furia, paedia-
trician at the Muhimbili Na-
tional Hospital (MNH), said
that many users of tobacco
products, including ciga-
rettes, end up being addicted
and later become patients
who need medical support.

He said tobacco has a
number of negative impacts
on human health, adding
that staying in an area where
people smoke shisha for one
hour is equal to smoking 100
pieces of cigarettes.

“We have seen many peo-
ple losing their lives due to
pneumonia and this affects
both children and adults, we
really need to heighten ef-
forts to protect children from
cigarette smoke because the
impacts are many,” he said.

Prof Furia said many com-
panies now shift to electron-
ic cigarettes which attract

and turn many youth into
nicotine addicts.

Anna Henga, Executive Di-
rector of Legal and Human
Rights Centre (LHRC), called
for strict taxation on tobacco
products as a measure to-
wards protecting children
from the harmful influences
of the tobacco industry.

According to her, raising
tax on tobacco products will
help reduce production and
supply of the products in the
country to protect the coun-
try’s population.

“This includes clearly hav-
ing a ban on tobacco adver-
tisement, promotion and
sponsorship; enforced ban
on misleading packaging and
strict adherence to enforce-
ment of graphic health warn-
ings on all cigarette packs, as
well as increased taxes on to-
bacco products to reduce af-
fordability among children,”
she said.

Japhari Mtoro, Drug In-
spector at the Tanzania Med-
icines and Medical Devices
Authority (TMDA), said that
the country has laws that
prevent tobacco use and
that people have to adhere
to them.

He said the law prohibits
children from using tobacco
products or being exposed
to places where tobacco is
used.

He said TMDA has invested
in public awareness to en-
sure that there is no violation
of the law and also conducts
inspections in various areas,
including public places to
ensure that people are pro-
tected from tobacco.
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By Getrude Mbago

THE government has ap-
pealed for collective efforts from
stakeholders to increase public
awareness about cancer and sup-
port treatment costs to ease the bur-
den for people battling the disease.

Dr Omary Ubuguyu, Assistant
Director and Head of Non-Commu-
nicable Diseases at the Ministry of
Health, made the call in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday, emphasizing that
the government alone cannot suc-
ceed without support from different
stakeholders.

He said it is important for stake-
holders to sit and see how they can
chip in and support anti-cancer
campaigns to reach more people
in both rural and urban areas with

Mobhare Matinyi (L), Director of Information Services in the Information, Communications and Information Technology ministry also serving as Chief
Government Spokesman, pictured in Dar es Salaam at the weekend presenting an honorary award to Richard Mabala in recognition of the latter’s
contribution to the enhancement of freedom of expression in Tanzania. The award was from the Tanzania Chapter of the Media Institute in Southern
Africa-Tanzania (MISA-Tan). Others similarly feted were Maxence Melo, Ndimara Tegabwage, Ally Masoud, Prof Issa Shivji, Salma Said and Jenerali

Ulimwengu.

Govt to put up innovation, skills
development desks countrywide

comprehensive diagnosis and treat-
ment services.

“The major challenge that we
have is that many people are still
unaware of the challenge and those
who know it have fear of seeking
medical check-up. This is why we
see it important to heighten efforts
by engaging the private sector to
ensure that Tanzanians are reached
with education to enable them
make the right decision about their
health,” he said.

Dr Ubuguyu was speaking dur-
ing commemoration of the National
Cancer Survivors Day coordinated

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo,
Tanga

THE government is set to set up
innovation and skills development
units in all districts to support
young talented Tanzanians and
spur economic growth.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa
said this here at the weekend when
he graced the climax of this year’s
National Week of Education, Skills
and Innovation organised by the
Ministry of Education, Science and
Technology for one week.

The envisaged facility is project-
ed to play crucial role in hosting
and marketing the country’s valu-
able technologies and innovations,
according to the premier.

He said that Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (Regional Administration and
Local Government) will ensure that
all districts and councils across the
country establish skills and innova-
tion desks (SNDs) to promote crea-
tivity among young people.

“The government is working to
see innovation and skills develop-
ment at the fore of our country’s
education system in order to ac-
celerate economic development,”
he said.

He gave 25th July next year as the
deadline for all districts and coun-
cils to put up SNDs and directed
heads of primary and secondary
schools in the country to develop
and implement strategies to iden-
tify and assist pupils with innova-
tive talents.

“Innovation and skills develop-
ment is an important vehicle which
can help the country achieve its de-
velopment vision,” he said.

In efforts to spur performance
of education sector in the country,
the premier said the government is
working to open Vocational Educa-
tion and Training Authority (VETA)
colleges in all regions across the
country as well as other technical
colleges.

“We want to give our talented
youth opportunities to be men-
tored and shaped professionally
in order to lessen the challenge of
unemployment and boost national
economy,” he said.

He encouraged stakeholders
from the private sector to invest
heavily in establishment of voca-

tional colleges as well as running
key programmes to help promote
innovation and creativity.

The 2024 National Week of Edu-
cation, Skills, and Innovation was
observed at national level at Pop-
atlal Secondary School grounds in
Tanga Region and attracted various
exhibitors from public and private
sectors.

In her remarks, Tanga Regional
Commissioner Dr Batilda Burian
thanked the government for allow-
ing the region to host the week.

“We are very happy for the op-
portunity to host this important
event for three consecutive years,”
she said, adding that the weeklong
event plays crucial role to stimulate
the economy of the region.

by Shujaa Cancer Foundation and
various stakeholders to discuss
challenges and joint initiatives to
support the fight against cancer.

He noted that reports show that
Tanzania develops about 42,000
new cancer patients every year but
only 38 percent come out early to
seek medical services.

“We need to increase efforts to en-
courage early diagnosis because de-
tecting cancer early improves sur-
vival, lowers morbidity and reduces
the cost of care. Unfortunately, the
majority of patients seek health ser-
vices when they are at an advanced
stage,” he said.

He said the government has in-
vested heavily to ensure that the
Ocean Road Cancer Institute (ORCI)
provides quality services to those

FAC minister commit to decrease
non-tarift barriers to boost trade

By Guardian Correspondent,
Arusha

MINISTERS in charge of
trade, industry, finance and
investment in East African
Community (EAC) have
agreed to continue improv-
ing business environment
in the bloc by starting with
the removal of non-tariff
barriers.

The agreement was
reached at the weekend
during the 44th Meeting of
the Council of Ministers for
Trade, Industry, Finance
and Investment (SCTIFI) of
the East African Commu-
nity held at the headquar-
ters of the community in
Arusha.

They also agreed to facili-
tate transportation of goods
across the borders and to
strengthen performance of
infrastructure to support
business, including the One
Stop Border Post (OSBP).

Ministers also agreed on
the proposals for various
levels of customs duties
to be used in the financial
year 2024/25 to stimulate
economic growth of the
member countries.

Finance Minister Dr
Mwigulu Nchemba said

that the step has been
reached as implementation
of the instructions given by
the heads of states of the
East African Community to
executives and leaders at
ministerial level to improve
business environment and
remove commercial obsta-
cles in the community.

He mentioned the areas
where improvements were
made in the meeting as in-
cluding the agreement on
the levels of road tolls for
member countries from
$16 to $10. He said another
area is the agreement on
the implementation of the
strategy of single customs
territory, especially on the
part of Tanzania and Kenya
where Tanzania has already
started its implementation.

Dr Nchemba said Ken-
ya has promised to start
passing Tanzanian goods
through the system of a sin-
gle customs empire imme-
diately and have customs
authorities to facilitate in-
spections before the load
starts to leave so that goods
do not stop at the border.

He said the move will
help remove congestion,
inconvenience and loss of
income for the government
and exporters of goods be-

tween Tanzania and Kenya.

“In Tanzania, we have
been facing the problem
of traffic congestion in our
borders of Namanga, Sirari,
Holili and Hororo. This has
been contributed to by the
absence of KRA (Kenya Rev-
enue Authority) officers on
the Tanzanian side to work
on documents before vehi-
cles carrying gods reach the
border. Implementation of
this promise will help solve
this problem that has been
bothering us for a long
time,” he said.

The meeting of ministers
was preceded by a meeting
at the level of experts held
from 27 to 29 May and that
of permanent secretaries
held on 30 May.

The Tanzanian delega-
tion at the meeting includ-
ed Dr Nchemba who also
led the Tanzanian del-
egation, Shariff Ali Shariff,
Minister of State in the Of-
fice of the President deal-
ing with Labour, Economy
and Investment - Zanzibar,
Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs and East African
Cooperation dealing with
East African affairs Stephen
Byabato and Deputy Minis-
ter for Industry and Trade
Exaud Kigahe.

Cyprian
Luhemeja (R),
Permanent
Secretary in the
Prime Min-
ister’s Office
(Labour, Youth,
Employment
and Persons
with Disability),
takes partin an
environmental
hygiene drive at
Geita Region’s
Chato Refer-

ral Hospital on
Friday.

Govt appeals for
stakeholders’
support in fight
against cancer

referred from various parts of the
country which include chemothera-
py, radiation therapy and palliative
care.

He said new cancer centres are
expected to be constructed in
Mbeya and Mtwara regions to fur-
ther strengthen zonal services for
cancer patients as well as diagnosis.

Dr Julius Mwaiselage, ORCI Ex-
ecutive Director, said the institute is
this month expected to commence
a special service to diagnose cancer
at an early stage following the instal-
lation of a modern machine called
Positron Emission Tomography/
Computed Tomography and cyclo-
tron (PET/CT).

Worth 18.2bn/-, the equipment
will help save billions of shillings
that is spent annually by patients
seeking cancer service abroad, he
said.

He said PET scan can locate ab-
normal activity and it is more sen-
sitive to tumour cell motion than
other imaging tests, providing more
detailed information about incipi-
ent cancers.

Gloria Kida, chief executive of-
ficer of Shujaa Cancer Foundation
said the aim of commemorating Na-
tional Cancer Survivors Day is to cel-
ebrate those who have been cured
as well as those who are battling the
disease.

She said it is important for fami-
lies and society in general to value
and take good care of cancer pa-
tients and stop discriminating
against them as this affects their
journey of battling the disease.

Herieth Njoka, a student at the
University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM)
and one of the cancer survivors,
urged the government to invest in
cancer treatment which includes re-
liefs to enable patients receive qual-
ity care at affordable costs.

She said cancer can affect anyone
in society regardless of age, saying
efforts should be made to support
all groups in the society.

Njoka encouraged Tanzanians
to develop a culture of conducting
regular check-ups even if they feel
fit because diagnosing cancer early
improves survival rates.

ACT applauds Samia for major development projects in Pemba

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE Opposition ACT-Wazal-
endo has hailed President Samia
Suluhu Hassan for her efforts to
enable Zanzibar secure funding
for implementation of a euros
457 million strategic project
which involves construction of
roads and a modern airport in
Pemba.

Ismail Jussa Ladhu, ACT-Wa-
zalendo Vice Chairman (Zanzi-

bar) made the remarks yester-
day when addressing a rally at
Geji Bububu grounds in Urban
West Region, Unguja.

He said the projects earlier
failed due to some dishonest
leaders who thwarted the ef-
forts but President Samia’s gov-
ernment decided to guarantee
the loan from the UK.

He said the strategic project
aims to construct the Mkoani-
Chakechake road, Pemba Air-

up Pemba.

people.
ACT-Wazalendo

port, Tunguu-Makunduchi road
as well as Fumba-Kisauni road
with major objective of opening

Speaking on privatisation of
port in Zanzibar, Ladhu said that
since the port was handed over
to investors from France, no
improvement of services which
have see with production costs
continuing to hike thus affecting

National

Chairman and Zanzibar First
Vice President Othman Masoud
Othman said that the party will
act deal with all leaders who
are accused of misuse of public
funds if it takes over power in
2025.

ACT-Wazalendo has em-
barked on public rallies as part
of its strategy to visit 50 constit-
uencies in the isles door-to-door
to identify and register mem-
bers and keep their records.
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BULYANHULU GOLD MINE LIMITED BULYANHULU GOLD MINE LIMITED

Requests the submission of Expressions of Interest from qualifying parties Requests the submission of Expressions of Interest from qualifying parties
wanting to participate in the below services at Bulyanhulu Gold Mine wanting to participate in the below services at Bulyanhulu Gold Mine
Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Limited (BGML) is a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation. Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Site is

located 45km south of Lake Victoria, in the Kahama District of Shinyanga Region, northern Tanzania. There are road accesses to
the mine from Mwanza, 127km to the northeast and from the town of Kahama, 84km to the south.

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Limited (BGML) is a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation. Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Site is
located 45km south of Lake Victoria, in the Kahama District of Shinyanga Region, northern Tanzania. There are road accesses to
the mine from Mwanza, 127km to the northeast and from the town of Kahama, 84km to the south.

BGML, therefore, invites "Expressions of Interest” from reputable, experienced and certified companies interested in
pre-qualifying for inclusion in a tender process for the provision of the below goods/service packages.

Description of

BGML, therefore, invites "Expressions of Interest" from reputable, experienced and certified companies interested in
pre-qualifying for inclusion in a tender process for the provision of the below goods/service packages.

Description of

No. Reference no. won:)/r%‘:::c:o be Pre-Qualification Criteria No. | Reference no. work/goods to be Pre-Qualification Criteria
1 BUL-24-05-02 Explosives . The contractor shall be able to hold 3 months stocks required procured
1 BUL-24-05-03 Supply and Assemble of . The contractor shall be able to hold 3 months stocks

Supply and Management for supply and maintenance onsite. A
e Supplying, transporting, and handling of explosives as per Hydraulic Hoses and
Barrick safety standards and complying with Tanzanian Fittings

regulations.

required onsite.
. Supplying, transporting, and handling of hydraulic hose as
per OEM safety standards.

e Offering explosive products and solutions that optimize . Offering hydraulic hose that capable for the period advice by
efficiency in operations. the OEM.
*  Supplying high-quality explosive products backed by rigorous e The hydraulic hoses should be abrasion resistance, the lay

testing, quality assurance processes, and ongoing technical
support to ensure consistent performance and reliability in
diverse operating conditions.

. Be able to submit firm and fixed prices for each year.

. Be able to manage stock and monthly bill BGML based on
consumption and repairs completed.

. The suppliers stock system should be capable to interface

ability and flexibility of the hose and ultimately the bending
radius hose.

. Hydraulic hoses should be resistance to the atmospheric
temperature.

. The maximum amount of pressure that the hose can safely
withstand without any risk of bursting or leaking.

with SAP for stock monitoring and ordering purposes. . Supplying high-quality of hydraulic hoses flexible or rigid
. Be able to provide conduct technical training to BGML staff. enough to meet the applications requirements.
. Be able to provide a clear breakdown of cost contributors for . Be able to submit firm and fixed prices for each year.

each of the rates quoted, supported by a robust escalation e Be able to manage stock and monthly bill BGML based on

mechanism. consumption and repairs completed.

° Able to comply with Barrick's Safety standards and e The suppliers stock system should be capable to interface
management systems. . . . . with SAP for stock monitoring and ordering purposes.
. Able to install, operate, test and maintain all the equipment in

. Be able to provide a clear breakdown of cost contributors
for each of the rates quoted, supported by a robust
escalation mechanism.

. Able to comply with Barrick's Safety standards and

management systems.

Available to commence as soon as possible.

good workable condition in accordance with good practice.

. Provide technical advice and support regarding explosive
selection, application, storage, handling, and safety
procedures to ensure optimal performance and compliance
with regulatory standards.

. Available to commence as soon as possible. .

The above Services/goods are intended to be awarded through a competitive tendering process in which a restricted number of
suitable pre-qualified and experienced contractors shall be invited to receive the tender documents. Please submit an
“Expression of Interest” on your company’s letterhead referencing the work package reference number should your company
qualify as per the pre-qualification criteria together with the following additional information and/or documentation:
«  Full company profile.
« Company registration documents i.e., Certificate of incorporation, Tax Clearance Certificate, etc.
« Applicable certification, accreditation, and affiliated registration
Approved Local Content Plan or acknowledgment of submission from the Mining Commissioner
«  BRELA detailed search certificate indicating Tanzanian ownership percentage to determine classification as an
Indigenous Tanzanian Company as per the Local Content Regulation, 2018.

The above Services/goods are intended to be awarded through a competitive tendering process in which a restricted number of
suitable pre-qualified and experienced contractors shall be invited to receive the tender documents. Please submit an
“Expression of Interest” on your company’s letterhead referencing the work package reference number should your company
qualify as per the pre-qualification criteria together with the following additional information and/or documentation:

«  Full company profile.

« Company registration documents i.e., Certificate of incorporation, Tax Clearance Certificate, etc.

« Applicable certification, accreditation, and affiliated registration

« Approved Local Content Plan or acknowledgment of submission from the Mining Commissioner

+  BRELA detailed search certificate indicating Tanzanian ownership percentage to determine classification as an

Indigenous Tanzanian Company as per the Local Content Regulation, 2018.

Kindly send your response by email to bulytender@barrick.com by latest 1800hrs on the 10" June 2024.

Any responses received after this date shall not be considered. Kindly send your response by email to bulytender@barrick.com by latest 1800hrs on the 10t June 2024.

— . . . Any responses received after this date shall not b nsidered.
Please quote the above Reference number and description on your Expression of interest submission. yresponses receive € ate shalinot be co ered

Please quote the above Reference number and description on your Expression of interest submission.

If you do not hear from us in 21 days after the deadline date, please consider your EOl unsuccessful. If you do not hear from us in 21days after the deadline date, please consider your EOl unsuccessful.

Pre-qualification of any company submitting an “Expression of Interest” shall be at the sole discretion of BGML. Pre-qualification of any company submitting an “Expression of Interest” shall be at the sole discretion of BGML.

For and on behalf of BULYANHULU GOLD MINE LIMITED R AR LD LS i
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Morocco raises awareness
on dangers of forest fires
with summer approaching

RABAT

THE Sakina forest on the outskirts of
Kenitra (45 kilometres north of Rabat) is
popular with picnicking families, enjoy-
ing an afternoon barbecue shaded from
the summer sun by trees.

The 150 hectares park regularly at-
tracts between 5,000 to 10,000 visitors
per day, with the majority bringing a
meal to cook in the open air.

The fires are a source of worry for park
ranger Ahmed Araba.

“The first problem we face in this ur-
ban park is fire, especially during the
summer season. We have a problem with
the first time visitors who bring their raw
food here to cook it. When they arrive
at the park, they dig holes and light fires
and this is one of the dangers that threat-
en the tree,” he said at the weekend.

The National Agency for Water and
Forestry (ANEF) is promoting fire safety
awareness to park visitors.

Moroccan forests are extremely flam-
mable during the summer season be-
cause of the increase in temperatures,
the reduction in air humidity and the
onset of dry and hot winds.

Just one moment of human careless-
ness could start a blaze that could de-
stroy large areas of forests.

So, firefighters, park rangers and ANEF
staff members are speaking to visitors
and handing out leaflets on preventing
forest fires. And the message seems to be
getting through.

Visitor Said Tawil said that lighting a
fire near the trunk of a tree is danger-
ous. “If T visit another forest and meet
someone lighting a fire next to a tree,
I will advise him not to do it so that he
will not harm the tree and himself. We
have to protect the forest because it’s our
mother, “he said.

Another visitor Youssef El Guerch
chooses not to cook food on day trips
like this.

“To avoid the danger of forests fires, I
avoid bringing with me any flammable
matter such as charcoal or gas canisters.
I avoid all problems by bringing ready-
made food from my house.”

According to the National Agency for
Water and Forestry, 466 fires were re-
corded in 2023, affecting 6,426 hectares,
while the area burnt in the previous year
reached 22,760 hectares.

JKCI lab given
ISO certificate

The first problem
we face in this
urban park is fire,
especially during
the summer
season

Climate expert Mostafa Salah Ben-
ramel, chairman of an environmental
NGO called Minarets Ecological Associa-
tion for Climate and Development, said
that extreme weather attributed to the El
Nifio phenomenon is a factor in the re-
cent dry weather in the region.

“There is El Nifilo phenomenon that
contributes to raising temperatures dur-
ing all seasons and also the reduction in
rainfall that makes plants very dry. The
smallest spark resulting from human ac-
tivity ignites fires with catastrophic con-
sequences,” he said.

El Nifio is a natural, temporary and oc-
casional warming of part of the Pacific
that shifts global weather patterns, and
studies say that as the world warms, they
may get stronger. The National Agency
for Water and Forestry (ANEF) say they
have managed to reduce the area af-
fected by wildfires in 2023 by 70 percent
compared to the previous year.

Major Bilal El Yaacoubi, Head of Keni- |
tra Zone for Forestry Development said
technology and experience has helped
reduce the impact of forest fires in Mo-
rocco: “We rely on sophisticated means
and methods to combat forest fires,
among them drones that help us find
exactly the source of the fires on top of
the fleet of Canadair planes. We have the
training as well as the experience gained
from the previous blazes. All these fac-
tors help Morocco to be successful in
fighting fires and reduce the scope of
damaged areas.”

For the year 2024, ANEF has allocated
a total budget of 153 million dirhams for
the prevention and fight against forest
fires.

On top of this budget which finances
a multi-pronged approach to fire pre-
vention, Morocco has expanded its fleet
of specialised Canadair firefighting air-
crafts to seven, with an eighth planned
for arrival next year.

Dodoma Regional Police Commander Theopista Mallya has a word with street locality chairpersons at an valuation meeting of the protection
and security of residents and their property yesterday.

EAC gets modern translation, interpretation gear

By Guardian Reporter, Aru-
sha

THE East African Com-
munity Secretariat has
received state-of-the-art
translation and interpre-

EAC Deputy Secretary
General in charge of cus-
toms, trade and mon-
etary affairs received the
equipment here at the
weekend on behalf of
EAC secretariat. Repre-
senting French Embassy,

Senneheiser
power cable

crophones, 70 Stetho re-
ceptor Sennheiser HDE
2020-DII two Sennheiser
EZL 2020 charging and
transport case and two
suitcase

Speaking during the

she said.

tion in real-time interpre-
tation during meetings.
“This support is a tes-
tament to the continued
and strengthened coop-
eration between EAC and
the French Government,”

embassy’s commitment to
supporting EAC’s efforts
in promoting linguistic
diversity and facilitating
dialogue during meetings.
He underscored the sig-
nificant impact the equip-
ment will have on EAC’s

tation equipment from Luc Blanco, Head of Co- handover ceremony, Ssemuwemba empha- ability to conduct meet-
French government, fa- operation and Cultural Ssemuwemba high-  sized the importance of ings, conferences and
cilitated by the French  Affairs, handed over the lighted the importance breaking language barri- other events in multiple
Embassy in Tanzania. equipment on behalf of of streamlining com- ers to promote inclusivity languages.

This initiative is aimed at ~ French Ambassador. munication in fostering and ensure that all voices The 21st Ordinary Sum-
enhancing multilingual The translation and collaboration and under-  within the EAC are heard mit of the EAC Heads of
communication and co-  interpretation equip- standing among the part- and understood during State adopted French and
operation within the re- ment received includes ner states, noting thatthe  meetings across the re- Kiswahili as official lan-
gion. five Sennheiser SKM equipment will facilitate  gion. guages of the community

Annette Ssemuwemba,

UHF 2020 handheld mi-

By Correspondent Joseph
Mwendapole

THE Jakaya Kikwete Car-
diac Institute (JKCI)’s labo-
ratory has received inter-
national accreditation of
quality standards in provid-
ing diagnostic services for
heart diseases.

International ~ Organiza-
tion for Standardization
(ISO) issued the certificate
recently to JKCI laboratory
with modern machines that
provide more than 86 tests
for diagnosis of various dis-
eases, including heart condi-
tions.

Speaking to journalists in
Dar es Salaam at the week-
end, Executive Director of
JKCI Dr Peter Kisenge said
that the issuance of the cer-
tificate means that diagnosis
given by the laboratory are
internationally trusted and
can be used anywhere in the
world.

Dr Kisenge who is also a
cardiologist said that the
certificate assures safety of
patients who receive heart
treatment services at the in-
stitute.

“We thank the Ministry of
Health for the cooperation

they provide us in making
heart treatment successful
in the country,” he said. “We
have been receiving samples
from hospitals and other
laboratories that do not
perform large-scale tests for
heart diseases and other dis-
eases. I ask those who can-
not conduct tests to bring
samples to JKCI.”

He added: “Our adminis-
trative and testing building
has been completed and
has started to be used. In the
next few days we will open a
large modern laboratory in
that building so that our pa-
tients and stakeholders get
better services.” Emmanuel
Mgao, acting head of the
laboratory, said that before
obtaining the accreditation,
the laboratory was inspect-
ed by the Southern African
Development Community
Accreditation Services (SAD-
CAS) and met the criteria set
internationally for the labo-
ratories.

“This laboratory started
working in 2019. After six
years it has met internation-
al standards. We will ensure
quality of services we pro-
vide so that our patients get
the right and timely treat-
ment”, he said.

multilingual communica-

Blanco reiterated the

on 27th February, 2021.

Education, Science and Technology minister Prof Adolf Mkenda addresses education stakeholders at a meeting held in Tanga city at the weekend. It was called to

discuss progress in the sector.

AtDB projects Atrica’s 2023 economic growth at 3.1 pc

By Special Correspondent, Nai-
robi

AFRICAS average economic
growth in 2023 fell to an es-
timated 3.1 percent, down
from 4.1 percent of the previ-
ous year, as successive shocks
weakened post-pandemic
gains, the African Develop-
ment Bank (AfDB) said in a re-
port released on Thursday.

The report, African Eco-
nomic Outlook 2024, attrib-
uted the decrease to such fac-
tors as persistently high food
and energy prices, weak glob-
al demand weighing down
export performance, climate
change and extreme weather
events on agricultural produc-
tivity and power generation,
and pockets of political insta-
bility and conflict in some Af-
rican countries.

“Despite the continuing
headwinds, 15 countries re-
corded a growth rate of at
least 5 percent in 2023,” the
report said.

It said that although South
Africa, Egypt and Nigeria re-
corded lower economic rates,
more than half of African
countries recorded higher
economic growth rates in
2023 than in 2022, with six of
them -- Burkina Faso, Djibouti,

Eswatini, Libya, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo
and South Sudan -- posting
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth rates of more than 2
percentage points.

Kevin Chika Urama, chief
economist and vice president
of the bank’s Economic Gov-
ernance and Knowledge Man-
agement, said that despite the
global challenges that tested
economies worldwide, the Af-

rican continent is projected to
remain resilient.

He said that GDP growth
for Africa is projected to rise
to 3.7 percent in 2024 and 4.3
percent in 2025, as most of the
effects weighing on growth in
2023 fade away.

The projected rebound in
Africa’s average growth will be
led by East Africa, Southern
Africa, and West Africa, Urama
said.
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Report on rise in number of tourists,
revenue levels welcome news, but...

HE past three years or so

have seen a boom in the

number of foreign na-

tionals visiting our coun-
try - as tourists.

Official figures show the number
as having risen from 922,692 in 2021
to 1,808,205 last year.

Earnings collected from the for-
eign visitors are reported to have
increased by 161 per cent - from
US$1.3 billion in 2021 to US$3.4 bil-
lion during the period, with domes-
tic tourism resulting in 175.3 billion/-
earnings.

This comes to a ‘triple jump’ -
from US46.3 billion/- recorded in
2021, all implying that domestic
tourism is making encouraging
headway in the sector mix.

Going by the Natural Resources
and Tourism minister, the number
of Tanzanians touring our conser-
vation areas rose from 788,933 in
2021 to 1,985,707 in the past year,
with revenues from the tourism
subsector hitting the US$3.4 billion
mark in 2023 from US$2.5 billion a
year earlier.

All this is bright and indicates two
related aspects that don’t come out
clearly in the remarks, the first be-
ing that there is full recovery from
stoppages due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

There is also a surge in travel lo-
cally and from outside, but it is fairly
unclear whether Tanzania now has
a better slot as a tourist destination.

Officials credit this surge in tourist
travel numbers and earnings chiefly
to President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s
efforts in marketing the country’s
tourist attractions through ‘The
Royal Tour’.

There is consensus that the
documentary played a major role
in these successes, with the rise in
numbers of foreign visitors having
been witnessed since that period.

Yet research distinguishes how

things are associated and how one
thing causing the other - and so on.
Indeed, the film is identifiable with
the rise, but it is not enough to pro-
ceed with suggestions that it was
the film that brought a change.

Data show that Tanzania was
ranked 12th in Africa among ‘best
performing destinations’ as per
data compiled by global tourism
agencies from January to December
2023. But even with the sharp in-
crease in tourist visits compared to
the 2019 to 2022 period, the whole
issue of ranking is admittedly rather
unsettling, as just one or two of the
other destinations have attractions
nearly comparable to Tanzania but
they do much better in attracting
tourists.

Tourism authorities and local ex-
perts are yet to dwell on this ques-
tion sufficiently, often proffer fairly
easy marketing or promotional an-
swers with respect to those destina-
tions however well-known.

Some data from different seem to
contrast. For instance, January 2024
saw the World Tourism Barometer
compiled by UN Tourism cite Tan-
zania as ranked 5th in Africa in at-
tracting the biggest number of for-
eign tourists.

It is easier to believe the latter
figure than the previous one, even
though it is not just marketing that
holds back Tanzania from being the
highest puller of foreign tourism.

The newly unfolding Special
Wildlife Investment Concession Ar-
eas (SWICA) project rolled out at the
start of the year earns US$2,773,000
(71bn/-) from fees charged on allo-
cated blocks. It serves as an exam-
ple here. Were some national parks
or key game reserves to be allocated
to investors in like manner, and they
compete, we would have cause to
expect a surge in all categories of
tourism - and concomitant earn-
ings.

SA’s hanging poll results chance
to consider progressive coalition

RELIMINARY results of
last week’s General Elec-
tion in South Africa have
been indicating an incon-
clusive result as the ruling party.

The most recent counts showed
that the ruling African National Con-
gress (ANC) had garnered slightly
less than 42 per cent, with at least
65 per cent of the votes counted.

Announcing those results and giv-
ing them pride of place in the media
was testimony to an impression that
this pattern of results would remain
stable, as more results streamed in.

It was also meanwhile time to
think of the future, of ways to create
a new government, without a clear
ANC majority.

An obvious way to do so appeared
to be the formation of a coalition
government, and that is what is by
and large expected for the country -
though there is thus little likelihood
of consensus on the sort of coalition
to knock into shape.

There are two major contest-
ing ‘philosophies’ in South Africa
- those seeking a sharp turn to the
left, leaving the country a pariah in
global investments and finance, and
those seeking deeper reforms.

For a range of observers, and it is
unclear what the balance is locally
(in South Africa), in the region or
among the country’s various eco-
nomic partners, the all-important
issue is how to find the needed
eight to nine per cent parliamentary
block of seats to form a government.

That is easier said than done, as
deciding a coalition partner is first
and foremost to decide which path
the ANC leadership wants to take at
least in the next five years.

But this is ultimately a battle for
the soul of the ANC itself, if it can
rediscover its 1994 orientation, a

defining image of the giant while
legendary Nelson Mandela was in
office - and generally around.

From the time the veteran of 27
years in apartheid prisons was out
of office, though, disenchantment
over the rainbow philosophy start-
ed approaching the reins of power.

Enter former ANC security chief
Jacob Zuma and he ruled in a fairly
typical post-independence style,
South Africa’s weak links with inter-
national capital sinking ever lower,
as local whites left in large numbers.

The gravity of the situation was
once seen in the country’s parlia-
ment - in late 2021. It was an open-
ing of the budget session of the
legislature, where President Cyril
Ramaphosa was prevented from
starting his speech. Hardliners from
a current supposedly possible coali-
tion partners, Economic Freedom
Party, shouted that ‘there is a mur-
derer in this House’.

The speaker meant former VP
Frederick de Klerk, President Man-
dela’s partner in ending apartheid,
and this illustrated how far the
country had moved from the rain-
bow ideal.

Most South Africa watchers are of
the view that, if the country’s lead-
ership is genuinely determined to
take the great country forward, it
is upon this ideal that it should rely
and thus form a coalition with the
Democratic Alliance.

They say this help it check mili-
tant leftist excesses or temptations
associated with attempts to tear
the once-mighty ANC into two and
eagerly waiting to be contacted for
coalition demands.

Restoring a rainbow vision will
unlikely prove smooth sailing, the
safest way out possibly being much
more than merely living up to the
demands of the Mandela legacy.
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Cultivating determination and harvesting resilience

By Radheshyam Jadhav and Ranjitha Puskur

ENDER researchers with CGIAR have

studied a project that has given more

than 25,000 Indian women access to

the ‘one-acre model’, designed to give
women the right to grow crops using efficient ag-
ricultural technologies.

According to the researchers, bundling both
technical and social solutions is critical to enable
women to overcome barriers to productive, prof-
itable and resilient livelihoods.

Marked by deficient rains and with just 19.36
per cent of water storage left in dammed reser-
voirs, as of April 1, 2024, the Indian region of Mar-
athwada has itself once again teetering on the
brink of another drought.

The water crisis has reached a critical point,
with several areas in the region receiving drink-
ing water supply only once a week. The situation
is particularly dire in rural areas.

As the water shortage intensifies, the impact on
agriculture is very high. With no water available,
many of the season’s crops are drying up in the
fields.

Crop failures due to drought or unseasonal
rains lead to distress among farming households.
This often culminates in male heads of household
taking their own lives, while many of those who
survive choose to migrate.

“There would be another wave of migration
out of many villages,” predicted Suvarna Chalak,
a farmer from Bhatshirpura village in Dharashiv,
who added that she is not very worried about
what will happen to her and her family.

“We will sustain. No worries. We are prepared
to face the situation,” she said confidently. She
attributed this preparedness to the Women-led
Climate Resilient Farming (WCRF) project, popu-
larly known as the ‘one-acre model’, which has
helped her and many others to build resilience.

The WCRF project, developed by Indian non-
profit organisation Swayam Shikshan Prayog
(SSP) together with women farmers, advocates
the need for women to have cultivation rights and
rights to employ water-efficient, chemical-free
practices for diversified cropping systems.

This is encouraged even if they only have ac-
cess to small plots of land, whether it is one acre
or less. This holistic approach includes soil and
water management, vermicomposting, natural
pest control, livestock management and market
access.

Women are trained in bio-fertiliser and pesti-
cide production, and they are involved in cultiva-
tion decisions.

Structural barriers curtail gender equality

Married when she was still in school, Suvarna
had to abandon her education and take on daily
wage work alongside her husband, as their one-
acre family land failed to provide sufficient suste-
nance. Suvarna’s story is not unique in a region
plagued by recurrent droughts.

Our recent case study of SSP’s WCRF project,
for the CGIAR Gender Equality Initiative’s Work
Package 2 (EMPOWER) put the spotlight on the
oppressive structures that place women farmers
at the lowest rung of the social hierarchy.

The study was led by International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI) and funded by the CGIAR
GENDER Impact Platform

Sowing the change

The study found that initiatives implemented
by SSP encountered obstacles initially. For exam-
ple, women found it challenging to travel to Dhar-

ashiv city to attend training on organic farming.

To address these challenges, SSP established a
network of women within the community to pro-
vide support. This intertwining of social and tech-
nical components was critical to ensure women'’s
access to technology and knowledge.

Community building subsequently became
crucial in convincing families, particularly men,
on the benefits of women’s engagement.

Enabling small and marginal women farmers
to move away from physically demanding daily
wage labour to a diversified farming system was
a critical intervention.

Another social intervention embedded in the
WCRF project was the cultivation of self-assertive-
ness in women farmers.

A majority of interviewees acknowledged that
they had to seek permission from husbands and
in-laws even for trivial matters such as stepping
out of the house to buy vegetables or decisions
about what should be cooked for meals.

Women farmers who had been selected to be
village leaders encouraged other women to join
the SSP network. The training and support net-
work provided by SSP played a pivotal role in dis-
pelling anxiety, instilling confidence and fostering
a sense of empowerment amongst these women.

This, however, was not a one-time effort but
an ongoing process of communication. Without
this continuous engagement, women found it
especially challenging to implement what they
learned in workshops and training sessions and
to gain family support.

While technology alleviated the drudgery in
agriculture and training equipped women with
skills, another vital social intervention played an
important role in establishing women’s rights as
cultivators.

Most of the women faced limitations in obtain-
ing access to farmland to implement the one-acre
model. Men decided what should be cultivated
and didn’'t engage women in decision-making.
They allowed women to sow in the space unused
by men.

Undeterred, women turned to backyards and
borders of farmland, while those without land
collaborated to lease fallow plots for cultivation.

Water-efficient technologies, such as drip ir-
rigation and sprinklers, were elusive for women.
Accordingly, SSP organised training programmes,
with the help of government officials, and intro-
duced women to the new technology promoted
by the government.

Women were also introduced to all the relevant
government-sponsored schemes. Those who
had never before visited government offices and
training centres are now actively engaging with
government programmes.

Reaping resilience and empowerment

Organic food cultivation and agri-allied busi-
nesses enabled women farmers to generate
diverse income streams. This proved invalu-
able, particularly during crop failures induced by
droughts or unseasonal rains.

The ‘one-acre’ model, which is chiefly meant to
bolster agro-ecological resilience, also increased
the economic resilience of these women, leading
to higher adaptive capacities.

Suvarna not only improved her crop yields
but also started saving and investing. She grows
a variety of crops and has diversified her income
through goat and buffalo rearing, a grocery shop
and stationery business.

She actively participates in SSP’s community,
leveraging her newfound confidence to mentor
other women.

Since 2015, SSP has trained approximately
42,700 farmers as part of the WCRF project and
25,803 of these have adopted the one-acre model
on 12,902 acres.

They have reported yield increases ranging
from 10 to 15 per cent. They have also enjoyed a
20 to 30 per cent reduction in expenditure on ag-
riculture inputs and savings in food expenditure
ranging from 35 to 45 per cent.

Furthermore, 83 per cent of adopters have initi-
ated at least one additional farm-based business,
while 13 per cent of adopters have acquired land
titles and 25 per cent have become agri-entrepre-
neurs - that is, innovative individuals pursuing a
new business idea.

No silver bullets, but multi-pronged solu-
tions

Resilience and empowerment processes are
crucial as women farmers grapple with the un-
folding challenges of climate change, coinciding
with the need to increase annual food production
by 60 per cent over the next three decades to sup-
port the growing global population.

A tailored response-bundling multiple inter-
ventions to effectively address the intersecting
barriers is essential.

These bundles integrating both social and tech-
nological components result in a holistic and syn-
ergistic approach.

This ensures that interventions effectively ad-
dress the multifaceted challenges faced by wom-
en farmers, including constraining social and gen-
der norms.

This approach stands as a cornerstone for
fostering empowerment and resilience among
women in agriculture, leading to gender-trans-
formative change and sustainable impact.

CGIAR, formerly known as the Consultative
Group for International Agricultural Research, is
a global partnership that unites international or-
ganisations engaged in research on food security.

Research by the agency is primarily meant to
reduce rural poverty, increase food security, im-
prove human health and nutrition as well as sus-
tainable management of natural resources.

The studies are carried out at 15 centres that
collaborate with partners from national and re-
gional research institutes, civil society organisa-
tions, academia, development organisations, and
the private sector.

The research centres are to be found around
the globe, with most in the Global South and
Vavilov Centres of agricultural crop genetic diver-
sity. The global agency’s funding is provided by
national governments, multilateral funding and
development agencies and leading private foun-
dations.

The agency works to help meet the global tar-
gets laid out in the 17 global Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals with an emphasis on five areas of im-
pact: Nutrition, Health and Food Security; Poverty
Reduction, Livelihoods and Jobs; Gender Equal-
ity, Youth and Social Inclusion; Climate Adapta-
tion and Mitigation; and Environmental Health
and Biodiversity.

CGIAR’s vision is the realisation of a world with
sustainable and resilient food, land and water sys-
tems that deliver diverse, healthy, safe, sufficient
and affordable diets, while ensuring improved
livelihoods and greater social equality within
planetary and regional environmental bounda-
ries.

Its mission is meanwhile to deliver science and
innovation seeking to advance the transforma-
tion of food, land and water systems in times of
a climate crisis.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Board of Directors

you passionate about shaping the future of education in Tanzania? Do you possess the skills and expertise to guide a

dynamic educational institution towards greater success? Genesis Schools Tanzania Limited (GNS) invites visionary leaders to
apply for vacant positions on its Board of Directors, effective from the 1st day of August 2024.

About GNS: Established in 2002 under the laws of Tanzania, GNS is committed to providing quality education to empower the
next generation. With our registered office located at Ali Bin Said Road, Oyster Bay, P.0. Box 3550, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, we
stand as a beacon of educational excellence in the region.

Join a Managed and Passionate Board: At GNS, we believe in effective governance and prudent management. Our Board boasts
amanageable size, ensuring efficient decision-making and impactful leadership. We seek individuals who are driven by integrity,
dedi

icated to GNS's interests, and committed to serving without personal bias.
lifications Needed: We are seeking individuals with specific expertise to complement our Board's composition:

rd's composition:
One member with a PhD or Master's in Law, possessing expertise in legal matters related to educational institutions.
Another member with a PhD or Master's in Education, bringing extensive knowledge of international education, particularly

the Cambridge curriculum.

The third member should be a CPA holder with PhD or Masters in Finance/Accountancy with a background in business
management and leadership, along with experience in school accounting systems, tax, and business laws.
ponsibilities of Board Members: As a member of the GNS Board of Directors, you will play a pivotal role in shaping our

organization's future.

responsibilities include:

Defining our mission and purpose.

Selecting key personnel and providing oversight.

Ensuring financial stability and resource allocation.

Upholding legal and ethical standards.

Engaging in strategic planning and organizational development.
Enhancing our public image and stakeholder relations.
Monitoring and improving our curriculum and services.
Supporting and evaluating the performance of our principal.

erence to Ethical Standards: Board members at GNS are expected to uphold the highest standards of conduct and

accountability, including fulfilling the duty of care, loyalty, and obedience outlined in our Code of Ethics.
Join Us in Transforming Education: If you are ready to make a difference in the lives of students and contribute to the growth of

community, we invite you to apply for a position on the GNS Board of Directors. Together, let's embark on a journey of
cational excellence and innovation.

To apply, please submit your resume and a cover letter detailing your qualifications and motivation to serve on our Board.

lications should be sent to principal@genesisschools.co.tz by Thursday, 30" May 2024.

Join GNS and be a part of a transformative educational journey!
Genesis Schools Tanzania Limited,
Ali Bin Said Road, Oyster Bay,
P.0. Box 3550, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

DARES SALAAM STOCK EXCHANGE PLC

NOTICE OF THE 9™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the 9™ Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Shareholders of the Dar Es Salaam Stock

E

xchange PLC (DSE PLC) will be held on Wednesday 26" June 2023 on a hybrid of both physical attendance at the DSE

Offices, 3" Floor, Kambarage House, Ufukoni Street, Dar-es-Salaam and online through Zoom Video Conferencing at

9

T
1

2.
3.
4

5
6.
7.
8
9

30a.m.

he Agenda for the meeting will be:

Adoption of the Agenda;

Confirmation of the Minutes of the 8th Annual General Meeting of the DSE PLC;

Matters Arising from the 8" Annual General Meeting of the DSE PLC;

To Receive and Adopt:

4.1 The Board's Report for the year ended 31 December 2023;

4.2 The DSE Group Audited Financial Statements and Auditors’ Report for the year ended 315 December 2023;
4.3 Fidelity Fund Audited Financial Statements and Auditors’ Report for the year ended 31t December 2023;

To Approve Proposed Dividend of TZS 145/= per share for the year ended 31st December 2023;
To Ratify Auditors' Fees;

Appointment of External Auditors for the year 2024;

To Approve Directors’ Fees for the year ending 315 December 2024;

Election of Members to the DSE Board of Directors, and

10. Any Other Business.

Notes:

(i

(i

(i

(i

) Shareholders wishing to participate at the meeting online through Zoom Video Conferencing, you are required to
notify the Company Secretary from 19* June 2024 onwards, through telephone no. +255747536696 or the
following email addresses so that you may be availed with a link to the meeting: info@dse.co.tz or
msmniwasa@dse.co.tz

i) Shareholders wishing to attend the meeting physically must come with his/her CDS Account Number and national
identification card.

ii) A Shareholder entitled to attend/participate and vote at the meeting and is unable to attend, can appoint a proxy
to attend and vote in his/her behalf by submitting his/her proxy form to the Company Secretary at the DSE Offices
not later than 14:00 hours on Monday 24t June 2024. In case of corporate body, the proxy must be under its
common seal.

v) Apart from individuals, a Shareholder may appoint his/her Stockbroker, a DSE Non-Executive Director, a
Custodian Bank, a Shares Registrar i.e., CSD & Registry Co. Ltd as his/her proxy. Shareholders are encouraged to
use proxies.

(v) Annual Reports for the year 2023 and copies of the proxy forms will be available at the DSE Offices situated at 3™

Floor, Kambarage House, Ufukoni Street, Dar es Salaam as well as the Licensed Dealing Members of the DSE
(Stockbrokers) effectively from Wednesday 19* June 2024.

(vi) The Register Closing date for determining shareholders entitled to vote will be Friday 21t June 2024.

Mary Stephen Mniwasa
Ag. CEO & Company Secretary
31*May 2024

THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF ZANZIBAR
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR REVIEWING DETAILS DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

SUPERVISION OF ZANZIBAR CENTRAL MEDICAL STORE AGENCY AT DUNGA ZUZE ZANZIBAR.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Government of Zanzibar has set aside funds for the operation of
the Ministry of Health during the financial year 2024 -2025. It is
intended that part of the proceeds of the fund will be used to cover
eligible payment under the contract for Detailed Design,
Construction and Supervision of Zanzibar Central Medical store
Agency at Dunga Zuze Central District of Zanzibar

2.0 OBJECTIVE

Within the framework of this project, the Ministry of Health Zanzibar,
which is an executing agency of the project, is inviting prospective
consultancy firms to conduct soil investigation to the site, review
detail architectural design, structural design, complete service
design, review of bills of quantities, preparation of bidding
document, construction and post-construction supervision. of
Zanzibar Central Medical store Agency. The aim is to assist the
Ministry of Health in designing, supervising and ensuring the
construction works are carried out in accordance to standard
requirements. The consultancy services are required for conducting
a soil investigation, reviewing a detail design and supervise the
construction works including defect liability period (pre and post
contract services for the above mentioned works). Consultant is
supposed to submit proposals for all three (3) phases.

3.0 SCOPE OF WORK
The Consultant for Review detail design and Supervision of Central
medical store is required to perform the following activities:-

PHASE |
Conducting Soil investigation.
«+ Determining soil composition and properties.
« Assessing soil suitability for construction purposes.
« |dentifying any contaminants present in the soil.
« Evaluating soil stability and geotechnical characteristics.
« Providing recommendations for soil remediation, foundation
design, or construction technique.
« To take Soil sampling at distance at interval of 10m and depth
from5to 10m.

Stage 11

Design Stage

3.1 Review the Preliminary and final Design of the Zanzibar Central
Medical Store Agency and administration building approved by
the Client.

3.2 Review the detail design including Architectural, structural,
services and external works.

3.3 Review all necessary structural calculations and detail various
structural components of the buildings using the acceptable
codes of practice in the building design;

3.4 Review Bill of Quantities and confidential engineering cost
estimate.

3.5 Assist the Client in all Tender Administration and award of
contracts.

PHASE I

Supervision Stage

3.6 Consultant will be responsible for Monitoring and Supervision
to commissioning of the Construction works.

3.7 Responsible for conducting all progress meetings.

3.8 Preparation of monthly, quarterly and annual progress reports.

3.9 Responsible for project administration and management.

3.10 Responsible for all Changes and alterations for the interest of
client.

3.11 Responsible for the preparation of Project Completion
Reports.

3.12 Responsible for reviewing of "as built drawings" and
maintenance manuals and give recommendations.

3.13 Administration of the construction contract(s) from
commencement of the works to completion of project
including defects liability period. Conducting regular site
inspections and produce minutes and/or reports thereafter.

(i) Preparing regular financial reports related to project progress.

(ii)  Required to be on site 24hrs inspect and approve materials
delivered to site.

(iii)  Asappropriate instruct the Contractor(s) to sample taking and
carry out tests of materials, components, techniques and
workmanship and examine and approve the conduct and
results of such tests whether on or off site.

(iv) Appropriately inspect the extraction, or fabrication, or
assembly of materials and components to affirm quality of such
materials/workmanship before delivery to site.

(v)  Monitor the progress of the works against the Contractor’s
program and recommend and report to Client.

(vi) Prepare valuations of work carried out and completed and
issue Interim payment Certificates for client’s approval.

(vii) Prepare practical completion certificate(s)and commissioning
of the building and take-over by the Client.

PHASE Il
Defect Liability Period
3.14 Responsible for monitoring the project post-contract Period .

3.15 Responsible for monitoring contractor's attendance of defects.

3.16 Preparation of the Contractors final completion Certificate.
3.17 Responsible for Project Final Account.

4.0 REPORTING REQUIREMENT
The Consultant shall be required to submit at least the following for
the client's approval before proceeding to the next stage.

1. For Soil investigation report.
The report should include but not less than
« Soil composition that describes the types of soil encountered,
including their classification (e.g., sand, silt, clay) and
distribution.
« Contaminants: Identify any contaminants present in the soil and
their concentrations, if applicable.
« Soil properties: Summarize the key physical, chemical, and
mechanical properties of the soil samples, including density,

porosity, pH, moisture content, permeability, shear strength, etc.

« Recommendations: Based on the
recommendations for any

findings,  provide

2)  Inception Report: Summarizing the Consultants work-plan,
state of mobilization, Consultants obligations, and frequency of
reporting, meetings with different stakeholders.

3. Detailed design covering all aspects of design including
architectural drawings showing plans and sections,
engineering and service design, Tender document Bill of
Quantities, specifications and should incorporate all necessary
comments and suggestions provided by stakeholders/client
(five copies for each report).

Upon the client's approval of the above mentioned reports, the
consultant shall prepare and submit softy copy and hard twenty
copies of the same (Final Detailed Design Report, Bill of Quantities
and specification) for tendering purposes.

5.0 STAFFING

The Consultant shall form a team of suitably qualified and
experienced personnel. The Architect/Team leader must in addition
to relevant technical background also have broad based experience
in architectural design of public buildings experience.

Consultant shall submit CVS and Professional registration of all staff

During Supervision Stage Consultants team will be based full time on
site to take charge of day - to day supervision.

The consultant shall have an experience in design and supervision of
similar works

The specialists to be required include:
Phase | (conducting soil investigation.

Staff months
Project Manager/Team Leader 1.5
Design/Structural Engineer 2

Phasell
(Detailed Design, Preparation of Bill of Quantity and specifications.

Staff months
Project Manager/Team Leader 3.0
Design/Structural Engineer 2.5
Electrical Engineer 2.0
Mechanical Engineer/Service Engineer 2.0
Quantity Surveyor 15

Phase Il (Construction Supervision and Defect Liability Period)

Staff months
» Project Manager/Team Leader 2.5
+ Design/Structural Engineer 1.5
+ Resident Engineer 8.0
« Electrical Engineer 2.5
« Mechanical Engineer 1.0
« Quantity Surveyor 4.0
Total staff months for the assignment 34

The required Qualifications of key personnel's are as follows:

+ Project Manager/ Team Leader -

Should have at least Bachelor degree in Architecture / civil engineer/
quantity surveyor with minimum of 10 years of general experience
and five (5) years of specific experience on project management
especially on Medical Ware house /Hospital Designs and Supervision
and should be registered from relevant to board.

« Resident Engineer -

should have at least Bachelor degree in Civil Engineering with at least
10 years' experience in designing and supervision works and should
be registered from relevant to board.

« Design/Structural Engineer

should have at least Bachelor degree in Structural Engineering with
at least 10 years’ experience in designing of building works and
should be registered from relevant to board.

« Electrical Engineer

should have at least Bachelor degree in Electrical Engineering (BSc.
Eng) with a least 5 years' experience in similar nature of the project
and should be registered from relevant to board.

« Quantity surveyor -

Should have at least Bachelor degree in quantity surveyor with at
least 5 years' experience in quantity surveying of building works and
should be registered from relevant to board.

« Mechanical Engineer:

Should have at least Bachelor degree in mechanical/drainage with at
least 5 years' experience in designing of supervision of building
works and should be registered from relevant to board.

All proposed staffs must be able to speak, read and write English.

6.0 TIME SCHEDULE

The Consultant is expected to commence work immediately after
signing the contract. It is envisaged that, the duration of the whole
consultancy package for conducting the soil investigation shall be 2
months, the review design and construction supervision shall be 24
months including 12 months for defect liability period.

7.0 DOCUMENTS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE CONSULTANT.

« Site plan of the site
« Detailed bill of quantity (B.0.0)
« Architectural drawing

8.0 CLIENT'S CONTRIBUTION

» Team from technical experts from health care engineering unit
(HCEU) of the Ministry of health who shall be working as clerk of
work with the consultant during the whole duration of the
assignment.

+ Available relevant information, reports and document for the
proper execution of the assignment.

9.0 SELECTION METHOD
The selection method to be used for this assignment is Quality and
Cost based selection (QCBS)

NB:
Interested Consultants Firm Should Apply through Electronic
Procurement System (www.eproz.go.tz)

DIRECTOR GENERAL
ZANZIBA CENTRAL MEDICAL STORE AGENCY
MARUHUBI
P.0. Box 236
E-mail: info@cms.go.tz.
ZANZIBAR
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Thirsty in paradise: Water crises are currently
growing problem across the Caribbean islands

By Farah Nibbs

N the popular imagination,
the Caribbean is paradise, an
exotic place to escape to. But
behind the images of balmy
beaches and lush hotel grounds lies
a crisis, the likes of which its resi-
dents have never experienced.

Caribbean islands are in a water
crisis, and their governments have
warned that water scarcity may be-
come the new norm.

Within the past five years, every
island in the region has experienced
some sort of water scarcity. For ex-
ample, Trinidad is experiencing its
worst drought in recent memory,
and residents are under water re-
strictions through at least the end
of June 2024, with fines for anyone
who violates the rules.

Dominica, considered the na-
ture island of the Caribbean for its
mountain rain forests, is seeing a
significant decrease in freshwater
resources and increasingly frequent
water shortages. In Grenada, known
as the spice isle, drought has affect-
ed water systems throughout the
island.

Jamaica is also facing water re-
strictions and has had to resort to
water shutoffs in recent years, limit-
ing water availability to a few hours
per day in some areas. St. Vincent
and St. Kitts have had to ration wa-
ter. Barbados has experienced sev-
eral water bans in recent years.

In fact, recent data shows that the
Caribbean is one of the most water-
stressed regions in the world.

I study the intersection of criti-
cal infrastructure and disasters,
particularly in the Caribbean. Safe
water is essential for all human ac-
tivity and public health. That’s why
it is important to understand the
root causes of the water crises and
to find effective, affordable ways to
improve water supply systems.

Changing precipitation patterns

Public water shortages have left people scrambling for alternatives on many of the islands, including Cuba.

and droughts are straining Carib-
bean water supplies, but water de-
mand has also been outstripping
supply for a number of reasons.

Rapid urbanization and in-
dustrialization

The Caribbean is one of the most
rapidly urbanizing regions in the
world. About three-quarters of its
population lives in cities, and that
percentage is rising, adding pres-

sure on public water systems.

At the same time, increased in-
dustrialization and commercializa-
tion of agriculture have degraded
water quality and in some cases en-
croached on sensitive water catch-
ment areas, affecting the soil’s ca-
pacity to retain water.

This competing demand for
limited fresh water has reduced
stream flows and led to water being
drawn down from sensitive sourc-
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UNHCR
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Umniited Mations High Commissioner for Refugees
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) RFP/2024/KAS/SUP/001

SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF LIGHTNING ARRESTORS IN
NYARUGUSU AND NDUTA CAMPS IN KIGOMA REGION

1. Background:

2. Requirement:

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Field Office in
Kasulu invites reputable and qualified companies to submit firm offers for Supply and
Installation of Lightning Arrestors.

TENDER REFERENCE NUMBER

TENDER ITEM DESCRIPTION

RFP/2024/KAS/SUP/001

Supply and Installation of Lightning Arrestors In
Nyarugusu and Nduta Camps in Kigoma Region

3. Eligibility:

in the bidding process.

jacksonw@unhcr.org

Manufacturers, authorized resellers, wholesalers, service providers or traders duly registered
with relevant government authorities, with sound financial basis, relevant experience,
reputed clientele and with knowledge of how to meet UNHCR's needs are invited to participate
Kindly download the tender documents in the below link:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y-FfviBrdb30Q03XJioKINtfEDneA_NDb?usp=sharing

If you fail to access the link, please write to kyoma@unhcr.org and copy ambgua@unhcr.org,

CRUCIAL DATES FOR THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Deadline for receiving requests for clarification

Tuesday, 4™ June 2024 at 23:59 hours EAT

Deadline for confirming participation in site visit

Monday, 3 June 2024 at 17:00 hours EAT

Prebid meeting (Via Teams)

Monday, 18" June 2024 at 11:00 hours EAT

Deadline for submission of offers

Thursday 27" June 2024 17.00 hours EAT

UNHCR tenders are free of charge, no fees are charged to collect the tenders.

es. In Dennery North, a major farm-
ing community in St. Lucia, water
shortages have left residents col-
lecting water from rivers and other
sources for their homes and farms.

Unregulated extraction of
groundwater can also worsen the
problem. Many islands depend on
groundwater.

For example, 90% of water supply
in Barbados comes from ground-
water, while in Jamaica it is 84%.
However, increasing demand and
changes in annual rainfall patterns
are affecting the ability of aquifers
or groundwater to recharge. As a
result, supply isn’t keeping up with
demand. This is a huge problem for
the island of Utila, located off the
coast of Honduras, where the cur-
rent rate of aquifer recharge is only
2.5% annually. For comparison, Bar-
bados has a recharge rate of 15% to
30% of annual rainfall.

Water-intensive tourism
industry

It’s no secret that the Caribbean
is a popular tourist destination, and
tourist economies depend on vast
quantities of water.

Even during water rationing, wa-
ter is diverted to hotels and other
tourist-dependent sites first. That
can leave local residents without
water for hours or days at a time
and facing fines if they violate use
restrictions.

Tourism not only increases the
consumption of water but also the
pollution of water resources. Build-
ing golf courses to attract more

tourists further increases tourism’s
water demand and runoff.

Another problem water systems
face is weak governance that leads
to excessive loss of treated water
before it even reaches the custom-
er.

A well-performing water util-
ity will usually have water losses
- known as nonrevenue water - be-
low 30%. In the Caribbean, the aver-
age nonrevenue water is 46%, with
some as high as 75%.

The reasons range from lack of
appropriate management practices
to metering inaccuracies, leaks and
theft.

Climate change and extreme
weather worsen water insecu-
rity

These troubled water systems
can struggle on good days. Worsen-
ing extreme weather, such as hur-
ricanes and flooding, can damage
infrastructure, leading to long out-
ages and expensive repairs.

The Caribbean is the second-
most disaster-prone region in the
world. The islands face frequent
earthquakes, landslides, devastat-
ing hurricanes and other destruc-
tive storms. As global temperatures
and sea levels rise, the risk of ex-
treme weather and storm surge
causing erosion, flooding and salt-
water contamination increases.

Three months after Hurricane
Maria hit in 2017, well over 14% of
the Caribbean population was still
without potable water. Hurricane
Dorian in 2019 left Grand Bahama

Utility Co. and the country’s Water
and Sewerage Corp. with U$54 mil-
lion in damages. A year after Dorian,
WSC was “still working on restoring
operations to pre-Hurricane Dorian
levels.”

How hybrid rainwater har-
vesting can help

Improving water access in the
Caribbean means working on all of
those challenges. Better governance
and investment can help reduce wa-
ter loss from theft and leaks. Gov-
ernment and social pressure and
educating tourists can help reduce
waste at hotels and resorts.

There are also ways to increase
water supply. One involves being
more strategic about how the is-
lands use a practice the region has
relied on for centuries: rainwater
harvesting.

Rainwater harvesting involves
capturing rainwater, often from
where it runs off rooftops, and stor-
ing it for future use. It can replace
irrigation, or the water can be treat-
ed for household uses.

Right now, rainwater harvesting is
not managed as part of the islands’
centralized water management sys-
tem. Instead, households bear the
cost to finance, build and maintain
their own systems.

Finding technical support can
be difficult, leaving households to
contend with seasonal variations
in water quantity and quality. That
makes risks to drinking water safety
difficult to identify.

If rainwater harvesting were in-
stead combined with central water
systems in a managed hybrid water
model, I believe that could help ex-
pand safe rainwater harvesting and
address water issues in the region.

It’s a relatively new concept, and
integrating decentralized sources
can be complex, including requir-
ing separate pipes, but it has poten-
tial to reduce water stress. Decen-
tralized sources, such as rainwater
harvesting, groundwater or recy-
cled gray water, could serve as back-
up water sources during shortages
or provide water for nonpotable
purposes, such as flushing toilets
or irrigation, to reduce demand for
treated water.

Engineers in Australia are weigh-
ing the potential of hybrid water
systems to help face the challenges
of delivering secure, safe and sus-
tainable water in the future.

Fulfilling a human right in the
islands

The World Health Organization
has declared that access to a suffi-
cient, safe and reliable water supply
is a fundamental human right, and
that to accomplish this, water sup-
pliers have a responsibility to pro-
vide adequate quantities of potable
water.

Hybrid water systems could help
ensure water safety and security for
island communities and improve
the water systems’ resilience amid
the human and environmental pres-
sures facing the Caribbean.

Apartments in Havana, Cuba, store water to provide supplies when the public system isn't operating.
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Motorcycles transform rural
transportation across Zambia

LUSAKA

OTORBIKES

have become

increasingly

popular in
recent years as a means of
transportation in Zambia,
particularly in the coun-
try's rural areas.

One of the reasons for
the growing popularity of
motorcycles in rural Zam-
bia is that they can trans-
port people and goods to
places where roads are ei-
ther inaccessible or non-

existent.
The other reason is af-
fordability. Compared

to traditional motor ve-
hicles, motorcycles are
much more cost-effective
to purchase and maintain.
This makes them a prac-
tical option for people in
villages and small towns
who may not have the fi-
nancial means to invest in
a car or light truck.

"I bought my motorcy-
cle for 20,000 Zambian
kwacha (about 776 U.S.
dollars). One needs not
less than 65,000 kwacha
to buy a good small sec-
ond-hand car,” said Peter
Ngulube, 45, from Chong-

Motorbike riders wait for customers in Lusaka, Zambia.

we District.

Ngulube further ex-
plained that in addition to
being affordable, motor-
cycles offer the advantage
of traveling to hard-to-

reach areas where con-
ventional vehicles may
struggle.

"This makes them an
essential mode of trans-
portation for a farmer

like me who needs to ac-
cess remote markets or
transport goods across
challenging terrain,” he
added.

The impact of motorcy-

cles in rural communities
is evident. For many resi-
dents, motorcycles have
become an integral part
of their daily lives, help-
ing them to access essen-

Maggot farming creates entrepreneurs,
cutting costs for farmers in Zimbabwe

By Jeffrey Moyo, Harare

THREE  years  ago,
43-year-old Bernard Mu-
nondo was an “ordinary”
Zimbabwean teacher at a
local primary school, but
now he has turned mag-
gots into gold. Thanks to
maggot farming, Munon-
do, who has never owned
a home nor driven a car,
now has both. In 2020, a
week’s training on mag-
got farming changed his
world. One of the maggot
farming trainers posted
an advertisement on so-
cial media that lured Mu-
nondo in.

“Discover the Fasci-
nating World of Maggot
Farming! Whether you're
a farmer looking to boost
your livestock’s nutrition
or an entrepreneur seek-
ing a unique venture, this
training is for you! Fee:
USD 30. Don’t miss out on
this opportunity to revo-
lutionize your farming
practices,” reads the ad-
vertisement. This seized
his attention.

Since then, he has not
turned back and mag-
got farming has become
a way of life in a country
with 90 percent unem-
ployment, according to
the Zimbabwe Congress
of Trade Unions (ZCTU).

Instead, Munondo, like
several other maggot en-
trepreneurs, has become
more of an employer after
he set up a maggot plot of
land just a year after he
received training in farm-
ing the worms.

He has not, however,
quit his teaching job,
saying maggot farming,
thanks to his workforce
of 14 people at his plot
outside the Zimbabwean
capital Harare, has be-
come his side job.

In fact, maggot farming,
which involves breeding
and harvesting maggots
for various purposes such
as producing cheap, high-
protein animal feed, com-
posting, and waste man-
agement, has become a
big hit in Zimbabwe.

Many  Zimbabweans,
like Munondo in the

capital, Harare, who are
involved in maggot farm-
ing, are using the maggots
to feed their own home-
grown chickens.

For Munondo, that has
helped cut costs for the
over 800 chickens he
rears in his backyard.

It now costs just USD
3.50 for entrepreneurs
like Munondo to fully
breed one chicken using
maggots, compared to
USD 6.50 using soy-based
feed.

Thanks to maggot farm-
ing, Munondo claimed
he was raking in 70 to 80
dollars a day from sell-
ing maggots alone, which
he said at the end of the
month exceeded the total
he earns from his teach-

ing job.
An average school
teacher in Zimbabwe

earns about USD 200 eve-
ry month after tax deduc-
tions and for many, like
Munondo, maggot farm-
ing has come in handy to
supplement his meagre
earnings from his govern-
ment job.

With garbage going un-
collected for long periods
across Zimbabwe’s towns
and cities, thanks to poor
service delivery by coun-
cil authorities, Munondo
said some residents are
buying maggots to de-
stroy uncollected waste.

“The same maggots that
are feeding my chickens
are being used to get rid
of uncollected waste.”

As maggot farming
gains traction in Zimba-
bwe, even young people
like 23-year-old Jonathan
Pamhare in Harare have
found something to gain
from the maggots.

“I don’t really do mag-
got farming, but I'm in-
terested in them and I
started a training compa-
ny that offers agricultural
training, and among the
trainings is maggot farm-
ing,” Pamhare told IPS.

Well versed in all the
procedures related to
maggot farming, Pam-
hare also said, “It (maggot
farming) is the most prof-
itable business because

your expense is mostly
your time.”

As such, added Pam-
hare, they (the maggots)
feed on just anything rot-
ten that comes within
their reach.

This, Pamhare said, is
cheap, coming more of-
ten than not at zero cost,
with the maggots matur-
ing in a period of about
two weeks.

From his training ven-
ture, Pamhare made his
money, charging between
USD 30 and 40 per head
for all the trainees that he
recruits.

In high-density areas of
Harare like Sunningdale,
five kilometers east of
Harare, thanks to maggot
farming trainers, several
homes boast of rearing
chickens for sale and
feeding them using mag-

gots.

Battling high prices
for chicken feed has be-
come a thing of the past,
as many urban chicken
farmers now switch to
maggots to fatten their
chickens.

But these are no ordi-
nary maggots, according
to many, like Munondo,
who has made a name for
himself as a thriving mag-
got farmer.

Maggots begin as what
Munondo called black
soldier flies—literally gi-
ant black flies—which,
through metamorphosis,
turn into maggots. Pig
farmers have also em-
braced them and are now
feeding their pigs the pro-
tein-rich maggots.

The black soldier flies,
popularly known as BSF
here, have a four-stage life

cycle from egg to larvae to
pupa to adult fly.

The BSF deposit their
eggs near a food source
and after about three to
four days, the flies grow
into larvae that feed on
the waste prior to being
harvested.

There are no latest
official statistics about
maggot farmers in
Zimbabwe, but the
Zimbabwe Organic and
Natural Food Association
has been on record in the
media, claiming that of
late the number of maggot
farmers has been growing.

The reason, said Mu-
nondo, is that maggot
farming is the easiest.

“Maggots don’t require
much land, while they
need neither chemicals
nor lots of water in or-
der to be reared. Just a
small land piece, flies, and
waste, which are the most
crucial components, are
all one requires in order
to kickstart maggot farm-
ing,” said Munondo.

Shaaban Robert
Secondary School

FORM 1 ADMISSION 2025

REGISTRATION FOR

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

Application forms for the Entrance Examination are
available at the school
Tshs.25,000/=, Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. with effect from Monday, 3" June 2024.

office

A student who has completed or is completing
standard VIl and is born on or after January 1Ist, 2011is
eligible to write the Entrance Examination.

The Headmaster
P O Box 736
DARES SALAAM

Tel. No. 2114903 / 2114935
Mobile: 0693 081688
E-mail: info@shaabanrobert.sc.tz

for a fee of

tial services.

Beatrice Mwango, 38, a
homemaker from Kafue
District, testified to the
importance of having ac-
cess to a motorcycle.

"Before my family
bought a motorcycle, it
was a challenge to access
health services, especial-
ly during the rainy sea-
son when the roads be-
came impassable. For my
household, that challenge
has been overcome,"” said
Mwango.

Dalitso Tembo, 29, who
uses his motorcycle as

a taxi in Chibombo Dis-
trict to ferry people and
goods from the inland to
the roadside and back, re-
vealed that having a mo-
torcycle has enabled him
to have a stable source of
income.

He charges halfthe price
of an ordinary taxi, which
has seen more custom-
ers than his peers using
small cars as taxis. "Busi-
ness is good. I am in the
process of buying another
motorcycle that will also
be used as a taxi. I plan to
have at least five motorcy-

wwwwwwwwwwwwww

cles in the next two years
and provide employment
to young people,"” said the
enthusiastic youth.

The rise of motorcycles
as the preferred mode of
transportation among ru-
ral Zambians reflects the
practical need for afford-
able, versatile and acces-
sible transportation. As
these vehicles continue
to play a critical role in
connecting remote com-
munities and promoting
economic opportunities,
their importance will like-
ly grow.

HAVEN OF PEACE ACADEMY

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

PREQUALIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR SUPPLY OF GOODS & SERVICES
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-2025

Haven of Peace Academy (HOPAC)is a faith based educational institution founded
in 1994 for children of missionaries but has evolved into a Christian International
School which has a diverse student population child of missionaries and full-time
Christian service workers; children of expats working in the non-profit and
for-profit sector and children of Tanzanians working in the for-profit and public
sectors. The institution is in Kunduchi at the junction of Salasala Road and
Bagamoyo Road in Kinondoni Municipal in Dar es Salaam.

HOPAC invites qualified and competent suppliers duly registered in Tanzania with
the relevant authorities and have legal authorisation to provide such goods and
services to express their interest not later than 10* June 2024 by e mailing
procurement@hopac.sc.tz with subject “Expression of Interest for Prequalification
of Supplier of Goods & Services for 2024-25 FY”

HOPAC shall send to all prospective suppliers on/before 15th June 2024 a letter
with terms and conditions to be followed to participate in the process.

All request for clarifications and questions strictly relating the exercise should be
directed via e mail only to procurement@hopac.sc.tz

Note: No prices/rates are required at this stage and this invitation does not bind
HOPAC to issue any tender or contract to the vendors expressing their interest.

%22 SANDVIK

SALE OF USED MOTOR VEHICLES

Sandvik Mining and Construction Tanzania
Limited invites bidders for purchase of used
vehicles whose particulars are listed below on
“as-is -where-is “ basis.

NO. |Registration |Make YOM Asset Location
Toyota Packed at residence
1 |T941AUB Feb-
HTAU Landcruiser-VX eb-08 compound- Capri point
Toyota . .
) TTEM0  Lendouiser  Jul0g | orredintheoffic
. Compound
Pick-up
3 TGSIBT0  ToyotaFortuner |Ju-il | rvedintheoffice
Compound

other

related

Interested bidders may view the listed motor
vehicles from their location from 3" June
2024 from 0830 hrs to 1600hrs.

Successful bidder will be responsible for
payment of duties, Value added tax (VAT) and
taxes as established by
Government rules and reqgulation for the
vehicle duties and taxes are fully paid.

Please Submit your Bids indicating the motor
vehicle registration number in the Email
Subject to tenders.tanzania@sandvik.com
not later than 1700hrs on 14" June 2024.
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‘My work found an echo’ ... Acogny leads the dance at her school’s open-air studio. Photograph: Georges Gobet/AFP/Getty Images

The mother of African dance at 80:
Senegal’s Germaine Acogny is most
celebrated dancer, choreographer

By Lliane Loots

FRICAS most celebrated

dancer and choreographer,

Germaine Acogny, turns 80

on 28 May. I have had the
privilege of meeting the Senegalese
artist, learning from her, and
interviewing her as part of my ongoing
research into African contemporary
dance.

This is a hymn to an African woman
who has inspired not only African danc-
ers but a global community of artists to
think differently about who they are,
their bodies, their skin, and indeed the
way they move.

In a continent plagued by legacies
of colonisation, racism and patriarchy,
Acogny has risen up as a female artist
who has defied stereotypes around her
Blackness, her femaleness and her long
tall body, to become one of the world’s
most revered dance makers.

Who is Germaine Acogny?

Born in 1944 in Porto Novo in Benin,
Acogny moved with her family and set-
tled in Senegal as a young girl. She is
often referred to as Africa’s mother of
contemporary dance, because of her
long performing, teaching and choreo-
graphic career.

She has built the legacy of a dance
company, Jant-Bi, and her now globally
recognised school and dance centre in

This article is
more than 3
months old
Interview
‘She’s the
mother of Af-
rican dance’:
the Senegal
sensation
who shook the
world

This article is
more than 3
months old
Alice Kemp-
Habib

She was the
only black
student in her
Paris school,
constantly
criticised for
her ‘big butt
and flat feet'.

Toubab Dialaw, Senegal, called Ecole
des Sables (Place in the Sand).

As a young girl in Dakar, Acogny at-
tended Catholic school. Feeling alienat-
ed from the language, the religion and
the colonial rituals, she took refuge in
sport. This eventually led to her attend-
ing the Simon Siegel School for dance
and sport in Paris in 1962. She set out
to become a physical training teacher.

Encountering western dance for the
first time, and being the only Black (and
African) student in her class, she was
made to feel that she was not “right”
and her shape was “wrong”. Instead of
being defeated, Acogny began to invent
movements that corresponded to her
own body. She told me:

I have taken my flat feet, my big be-
hind and African woman’s hips, my tall
west African body, and made this the
centre.

A meeting with African American
dancer Katherine Dunham, who was
trying to establish a dance school in
Senegal, was the final impetus for
Acogny in her journey to find a dance
language that spoke to her. The Ger-
maine Acogny technique is now cele-
brated as one the first codified systems
for training African urban or contem-
porary dancers.

Acogny has received numerous
awards, among them a Golden Lion
at the Venice Biennale and a Bessie
Award in New York. She has been be-

Senegalese choreographer Germaine Acogny in 2022

stowed with multiple honours from
the governments of both Senegal and
France.

And she continues to tour the world
with her work. While much of the run-
ning of her school now rests on her
son Patrick Acogny, she also continues
to teach and share her dance wisdom

globally.

Contribution to contemporary
dance

Understanding what Acogny has
done for both dance training and per-
formance leads to a reflection on the
nature of contemporary dance. Dif-

ficult to define, contemporary dance
is an open form with the intention to
create new dance languages that en-
gage the “contemporary” (the current
moment).

In Africa this is a rich interplay be-
tween traditional dance forms, Euro-
pean and American modern dance
histories and methodologies, and the
ongoing search for authentic contem-
porary African voices that speak to ide-
as of culture, politics, self and identity.

South African dance writer Adrienne
Sichel notes that this definition could
further include contemporary dance’s
“invention and reinvention of artistic
and cultural forms and functions and
its ability to disrupt, displace, connect
and survive”.

Acogny was one of the first African
dance makers to openly disrupt the
European norm of a white, rail thin,
weightless female dancing body. She
actively sought ways to express her own
Blackness and her own west African
dance rhythms, and indeed her own
gendered journey to finding a voice for
herself. Her work often reflects on her
own history and her embodied under-
standing that women’s bodies are often
the greatest spoils of war, genocide and
patriarchy.

Two great works

With her belief that we carry our his-
tories in our bodies, two of Acogny’s
dance works in particular stand out.

The first is a collaboration with Japa-
nese dance maker Kota Yamakazi in
2004, with a work called Fagaala (Gen-
ocide). It journeys into the horrifying
memory of the Rwandan genocide of
1994. This is a dance storytelling that
offers a connection between the con-
temporary Japanese art form of Butoh
(often called “the dance of death”) and
Acogny’s own unique west African con-
temporary dance style.

In Fagaala, Acogny worked only with
the male Senegalese dancers in her
company and asked them to explore
what it meant to be female and live
through the Rwandan massacres. So,
while the dancers were male, the work
explored female stories. Male danc-
ers had to physically and emotionally
understand - and perform - the conse-
quence of rape and torture, two tactics
of the genocide. This means confront-
ing the horror of men and war.

The second work is the deeply per-
sonal solo that Acogny created and per-
formed in 2015 at the age of 71. Called
Somewhere at the Beginning, this is
Acogny’s journey back into her own
maternal and paternal histories that
criss-cross her dual west African herit-
ages of Benin and Senegal.

She unearths the devastating visceral
effects of colonial Christianity, while at
the same time connecting with the sup-
pressed power of her grandmother’s
Yoruba spirituality. The work is a pal-
impsest of dance, video, text, and the
layering of Black African female histo-
ries as she confronts loss and memory.
Somewhere at the Beginning is signifi-
cant not least for its unique feminist de-
colonial storytelling; it offers the audi-
ence the glorious, unprecedented body
of an older African matriarch dancing
truth to power.

As Acogny turns 80, this is an anthem
of praise to the living legacy of a female
dance maker who has helped shape Af-
rica’s significant contribution to dance
by rethinking bodies, histories and
identity itself.
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Smallholders empowered
to transform dairy sector

By Francis Kajubi

A total of 69,062 dairy farmers
across Tanzania have benefited
from the Tanzania Inclusive Pro-
cessor-Producer Partnership (TI3P)
project dedicated to stimulating
productivity in the dairy sector.

TI3P project addresses bottle-
necks in the dairy value chain to in-
crease incomes and reduce poverty
among smallholder dairy farmers
in line with the sixth phase govern-
ment of extending reasonable sup-
port to the dairy sector.

The support extended to the
69,062 farmers includes extension
services, access to inputs, markets,
and finance for dairy value chain in-
vestments.

Throughout the project 26bn/-
has been disbursed to processors,
farmers, input suppliers, and other
traders in the dairy value chain.

The loans facilitated the establish-
ment of new processing plants, the
expansion and modernization of
existing plants, and the purchase of
1,748 improved heifers.

The project is funded by the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation and
the state-owned agricultural bank
is being implemented in partner-
ship with Heifer International, Land
O’Lakes Venture 37, and Tanager.

So far 738mn/- has been issued as
matching grants to 846 smallholder
farmers, helping to reduce their
financial burden in access to soft
loans.

To enhance milk collection ef-
ficiency and improve milk quality,
the TI3P project supports the in-
stallation of milk collection infra-

structure and the mobilization and
strengthening of Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs).

Since the project inception, 45
FPOs and 888 Dairy Interest Groups
with 20,612 farmers have been
formed and strengthened to con-
duct milk collection and now col-
lectively gather over 15,000 liters of
milk per day.

The project tackles cross-cutting
issues such as gender and nutrition,
which significantly impact the dairy
sector.

Since the project inception, six
processors have participated in En-
terprise Acceleration Interventions,
leading to a 17 percent increase in
utilization of the installed capacity.

In his clarification about the pro-
ject, the agricultural bank’s Manag-
er for Lake Zone Alphonce Mokoki
said the TI3P project focuses on
enhancing milk supply, growth, and
profitability for processors, which
serve as key formal markets for milk
produced by smallholder farmers.

Mokoki revealed that the bank is
in the final stages of establishing
15 milk collection centers in the re-
gions of Kagera, Mara, Mwanza, and
Shinyanga.

“The government in collabora-
tion with the private sector needs to
create an enabling environment by
addressing policy and legal issues
hindering the dairy sector’s devel-
opment,” he said.

Mokoki called upon stakeholders
to collaborate in addressing chal-
lenges in the dairy sub-sector and to
leverage opportunities provided by
the TI3P project.

EQUITY MARKET:

Foreigners record 3.9bn/-
net outflows in two months

By Guardian Reporter

OREIGN investors record-
ed net outflows amount-
ing to 3.9bn/- on the Dar
es Salaam Stock Exchange

than a total turnover of 28.6bn/-
that was recorded during the sec-
ond quarter of last year.

However, local investors domi-
nated the activities after account-
ing 92.05 percent of total value of

Mwanza regional commissioner Said Mtanda (L) hand Prof Zacharia
Masanyiwa chairman of the Tanzania Dairy Board board of trustees, visit

the ongoing Dairy Week exhibition in Mwanza city.

RIYADH/LONDON

OPEC+ has the outline of
a deal to extend a crucial
tranche of its oil supply
cuts into the second half of
the year, delegates said, as
the group continues its ef-
forts to avert a global sur-
plus and shore up prices.

The so-called “vol-
untary” cuts from key
members including Saudi
Arabia and Russia total
roughly 2 million barrels a
day and are set to expire at
the end of June.

Those curbs come in
addition to a group-wide
agreement capping to-
tal crude output at about
39 million barrels a day,

which the alliance is also
discussing extending into
2025, the delegates said,
asking not to be named
because the talks were pri-
vate.

OPEC+ ministers gath-
ered on Sunday for a hy-
brid meeting to decide
oil policy, with some at-
tending in-person talks in
Riyadh and others partici-
pating online.

Traders and analysts
have widely expected the
extension of the group’s
cuts, seeing it as neces-
sary to offset soaring pro-
duction from several of
OPEC+’s rivals — most nota-
bly US shale drillers — and
a fragile economic outlook

in top consumer, China.

While crude prices
briefly soared above $90
a barrel in April as conflict
in the Middle East threat-
ened regional exports,
they’ve since declined.

Brent futures settled at
$81.62 a barrel on May 31, a
drop of 7.1 percent for the
month.

Lower oil prices have
offered some relief to cen-
tral banks grappling with
persistent inflation, but
threaten revenue for pro-
ducers like Saudi Arabia.

The kingdom needs
prices close to $100 a bar-
rel to fund the ambitious
spending plans of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin

(DSE) during the first two months
of the current quarter ended last

week.

The market report shows that

the amount was recorded

they sold shares valued 6.4bn/- of
20.29 per cent of total value of
shares sold, against the purchase of
2.5bn/- of 7.61 percent of total value

of shares bought.

According to the report, a total
turnover of 31bn/- has been record-
ed during the period of two months
of the current quarter, being more

shares bought and 79.58 percent of
total value of shares sold.

Only all share index (DSEI) gained
during the last trading day of last
month, as it closed at 2,066.32
points, an increase of 4.77 points,
following the increase of share
prices of three cross listed compa-
nies and self-listed DSE.

The counters which resulted into
the gain of DSEI at the end of last
month were self-listed DSE, which
its share price increased by 0.99
percent to 2,040/-, East African

after

Breweries Limited’s shares which
appreciated by 0.66 percent to
close at 3,060/-.

Other gainers during the end of
last month were Jubilee Holdings
Limited (JHL) counter, which its
share price increased by 0.27 per-
cent to 3,760/- and KCB Bank coun-
ter, which its share price climbed
by 2.86 percent to 720/-.

Losers were NICO and Tanzania
Portland Cement Company Lim-
ited (TPCC), which their share price
declined by 1.25 percent and 4.65
percent respectively, after closing
at 790/- and 4,100/-.

On annual basis, the market
report shows that the DSE total
market capitalization improved
by 2.1trn/- to 17.2trn/- during the

ended on May 31st, 2024, compared
to 15.1trn/- recorded during the end
of March 31st 2023 due to increase
of share prices for both local and
cross listed companies.

Banks, Finance and Investment
sector was top performer during
the last 12 months, after its index
(BI) closed at 5,227.06 points at the
end of May, from 3,988.02 points re-
corded during the end of May 2023.

On government debt instru-
ments, the report shows during
the first two months of the current
quarter, a face value of 471.66bn/-
and transaction value of 517.3bn/-
were recorded, while in the corpo-
rate bond market a face value of
616.3m/ and transaction value of
552.86m/- were recorded.

Tanzania, Namibia
to enhance food
sector intra-trade

By Shania Lazarus,
Windhoek

The agricultural and
fisheries sector have been
identified as key invest-
ment areas for Tanzania
and Namibia.

During the Tanzania-Na-
mibia business and invest-
ment forum in Windhoek
on Saturday, the two coun-
tries discussed ways to
strengthen their economic
ties.

Tanzanian high commis-
sioner to Namibia Ceasar
Waitara acknowledged the
strong bilateral relation-
ship between the coun-
tries, but noted the lack
of significant economic
growth.

“Namibia and Tanzania
have a good relationship,
but our economic relation-
ship is lagging behind,”
Waitara said.

Cereals and Other Pro-
duce Board of Tanzania
managing director Patrick
Mongella said there are
vast investment opportu-
nities in Tanzania’s agri-
cultural sector.

According to Mongella,
the favourable weather
conditions allow for year-
round farming, making
Tanzania a prime location
for diverse crop produc-
tion.

“All crops can grow
throughout the year be-
cause weather is not a
constraint,” Mongella said.
“We don’t have a true win-
ter or summer, just good
weather,” he said.

He added that Tanza-
nia has an abundance of
underutilised land suit-
able for agricultural pro-
duction, presenting a sig-
nificant opportunity for

Namibian investors ven-
turing into agriculture.

Namibia Investment Pro-
motion and Development
Board (NIPDB) manager
of investment attraction
Selma Namutuwa said the
trade balance between the
two countries has been
skewed.

Namibia imported near-
ly N$60 million worth of
goods from Tanzania in
2023, while exports re-
mained very low at less
than N$20 million.

“The food industry of-
fers significant opportuni-
ties for investment and we
are actively promoting it,”
Namutuwa said.

She identified key im-
ports from Tanzania as
maize, rice, fruits, vegeta-
bles, spices and seafood
like prawns.

Namibia’s current agri-
cultural focus is on dates,
blueberries and grapes.

Additionally, Tanzania is
currently the second-larg-

Tanzania’s High Commissioner to Namibia, Ceasar Waitara

est supplier of livestock to
Namibia.

Namutuwa also men-
tioned the introduction of
the NIPDB Digital Nomad
Visa allowing foreigners
to work in Namibia for six

months.

This initiative further
aims to attract invest-
ment.

“Namibia has access to
a market of over 600 mil-
lion people through agree-
ments like the Southern
African Development
Community Common
Market,” Namutuwa said.

Last year saw a positive
increase in exports be-
tween the two countries.

Namibia primarily ex-
ports fish, beer and ma-
chinery for the mining and

agriculture sectors.

Another potential in-
vestment area identified
is seaweed processing,
where Tanzania has room
for improvement.

NIPDB executive direc-
tor of Investment and Sec-
tor Development Francois
van Schalkwyk empha-
sised the importance of
infrastructure investment.
He envisioned these fo-
rums as stepping stones
for building stronger bilat-
eral relationships.

Discussing key sectors
within the Namibian econ-
omy, Van Schalkwyk high-
lighted oil and gas, and the
green economy, as promis-
ing areas.

He said Namibia aims
not only to extract natural

resources but also to add
value, welcoming invest-
ments focused on process-
ing and value addition.

“Your investments are
welcome to help grow
these upcoming and new
industries,” Van Schalk-
wyk said.

He pointed out the bil-
lions already invested in
the mining industry and
Namibia’s anticipation of
a near-future shift towards
a secondary and tertiary
economy driven by these
developing industries.

Namibia Tourism Board
chief executive Bonnie
Mbidzo advocated for Afri-
ca to emulate the Europe-
an visa regime to facilitate
easier movement between
countries and boost tour-

ism.

“We need to follow Eu-
rope’s example and estab-
lish a single visa that al-
lows travel across Africa,
similar to their system,”
Mbidzo said.

He commended Namib-
ia’s implementation of a
visa-upon-arrival  policy
for many African coun-
tries as a positive step to-
wards promoting tourism
investment.

Mbidzo further said
there is a challenge of lim-
ited airlift connectivity
within Africa, a significant
barrier to tourism growth.

He called on govern-
ments to streamline the
licensing process for po-
tential investors in the
aviation sector.

OPEC+ to extend oil production cuts

Salman, the International
Monetary Fund estimates.

Oil market indicators
have likely impressed the
need for caution on the
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries and
its allies.

The  premium on
prompt Brent contracts —
known to traders as “back-
wardation” — has been
dwindling, suggesting that
world markets are tipping
from scarcity into surplus.

The United States has
become the leading global
oil producer in the mod-
ern oil environment, hold-
ing the top spot followed
by Saudi Arabia and Rus-
sia. Iran, Kuwait, and Iraq

all rank highly in the top
10 oil-producing countries.

Despite efforts to de-
carbonize the  global
economy, oil still remains
one of the world’s most
important resources. It's
also produced by a fairly
limited group of countries,
which can be a source of
economic and political
leverage.

In 2024, analysts fore-
cast that the US will main-
tain its position as the top
oil producer.

According to Macquarie
Group, US oil production
is expected to achieve a re-
cord pace of about 14 mil-
lion barrels per day by the
end of the year.
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Nyanzaga gold project production to start in 2027

By Guardian Reporter

ERSEUS Min-

ing, an Austral-

ian  company,

entered the
Tanzanian mining sec-
tor this year by acquiring
OreCorp and its Nyanzaga
project.

The project is expect-
ed to produce 234,000
ounces of gold annually
for over 10 years, making
it the fourth gold mine in
Africa for Perseus.

Perseus Mining said it
will commence produc-
tion at the Nyanzaga mine
in Q1 2027, its first gold
mine in Tanzania.

In a statement issued
over the weekend, Per-
seus said it fully acquired
OreCorp and will begin
works on the project.
OreCorp used to own the
project.

These works include
publishing the first min-
eral resource and reserve
estimates for Perseus
in the fourth quarter of

Young women trained to participate in Vision 2050

By Francis Kajubi

THE Tanzania Gender Net-
working Programme (TGNP)
has brought together over 50
young women higher learners
from various universities in Dar
es Salaam for a one day dia-
logue on the National Develop-
ment Vision 2050 preparations
for the purpose of sharpening
their understanding to give out
gender responsive recommen-
dations for the new vision.

TGNP also organized the dia-
logue to sensitize the young
elites on the importance of en-
gaging all social groups in the
process of preparing the Vision
2050 for inclusive gender based
micro and macroeconomic de-
velopment.

Rogathe Loakaki, TGNP’s Pro-
gramme Officer for Policy and

Engagement told the higher
learners yesterday in Dar es
Salaam that TGNP would like
to see the government working
on pressing issues for women in
the preparation of an inclusive
national development vision.

She said that the vision
should be prepared in a way
that it aligns with the national
priorities by embracing gender
responsiveness for sustainable
development.

Loakaki called upon the gov-
ernment to effectively engage
stakeholders from various so-
cial groups to shed insights and
perspectives on their areas of
priorities in the preparation of
the vision 2050.

“We urge the government to
identify key gender issues to be
addressed in the new develop-
ment vision, considering the

needs of various social groups
particularly the marginalized
ones,” said Loakaki.

According to her, engagement
of the private sector will help
enhance the alignment of the
new vision with national priori-
ties and agreements to ensure
its effectiveness in addressing
pressing political and socio-
economic issues, as the govern-
ment can’t handle it all alone.

Dolice Alchard, Vice President
of the students’ government at
the National Institute of Trans-
port (NIT) said that as the re-
sult of community sensitization
through public dialogues on
preparations of the vision and
engagement in its implementa-
tion, there will be enhanced un-
derstanding and awareness of
recommendations.

She insisted on the formula-

tion of people centric recom-
mendations towards drafting
of the vision in line with agree-
ments the country has globally
entered and development na-
tional plans.

“ am expecting to see
strengthened collective voice
and mechanism for influencing
gender- responsive vision; I am
expecting more awareness and
advocacy for a participatory
approach towards the develop-
ment of the vision 2050 which
is supposed to be gender-re-
sponsive,” said Alchard.

She asserted that in realizing
the best preparation of gender
inclusive vision the government
needs not only to adopt pro-
posed recommendations, but to
ensure that the proposed issues
are adopted in the final vision
docket.

2024.

There will also be works
aimed at optimizing the
engineering and invest-
ment cost estimates for
the project. A final invest-
ment decision is expected
by the end of the year.

“Perseus is pleased to
have completed the ac-
quisition of the Nyanzaga
gold project through the
takeover of OneCorp Lim-
ited..With the objective
of operating at least four
mines simultaneously,
Perseus is well advanced
towards confirming its
place as a highly profit-
able, well managed, pan-
African gold that consist-
ently creates benefits for
all stakeholders,” said
Perseus CEO, Jeff Quarter-
maine.

Perseus Mining already
operates three gold mines,
all located in West Africa,
including Sissingué and
Yaouré in Cote d’Ivoire
and Edikan in Ghana.

With these three assets,
the company produces

over 500,000 ounces of
gold annually.

Three concurrent work
streams are being imple-
mented, including a Re-
settlement Action Plan,
additional drilling of the
Nyanzaga mineralisation,
and Front-End Engineer-
ing and Design.

The Nyanzaga Gold Pro-
ject’s Mineral Resource
Estimates

consist of a Measured
and Indicated resource of
24.2Mt grading 3.64g/t Au
for 2.8Moz Au and an In-
ferred Resource of 5.8Mt
grading 24g/t Au for
0.5MozAu.

It has a Probable Ore
Reserve Estimatelof
40.1Mt grading 2.01g/t Au
for 2.6Moz Au.

The Nyanzaga Gold Pro-
ject is located in north-
western Tanzania, south
of Lake Victoria within
the Sengerema District of
the Mwanza Region, ap-
proximately 60 kilome-
tres southwest of Mwanza
city.

Initiative to boost

digital learning in
schools launched

We urge the
goyernn:lent
to Identlfy By Guardian Correspond-
!(ey gender ent, Tanga
issues to be
addressed THE government, UNICEF,
in the new and other partners have
development launched the SmartWASOMI
vision, initiative aimed to accelerate
considerins the rollout of digital learning by
the needs providing free internet connec-
of various tivity to schools nationwide.
social groups “This partnership is a major
particul arly step forward for Tanzania. It
aligns with our national vision
the . . of providing digital infrastruc-
mqrsmal'zed ture for every child,” Prime
ones. Minister Kassim Majaliwa said

Ilala district commissioner, Edward Mpogolo (4th R) listens to the Head of Pugu livestock auction, Noel Byamungu (5th R),

during the launch of financial scheme for livestock sub-sector. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

Ilala DC urges financial sector
to support livestock keepers

livestock
farmers, livestock fattening
operators, traders, transport-
ers, and others serving the
crucial economic sector.

By Guardian Reporter

ILALA District Commis-
sioner Edward Mpogolo has
tasked financial institutions
to develop more products
that will help transform the
livestock sector and boost its
contribution to the ecoomy.

DC Mpogolo made the call
over the weekend in Dar es
Salaam’s Pugu Livestock Auc-
tion Market at the launch of
the special financial arrange-
ment for stakeholders in the

celerate the growth of the
livestock industry through
simplified financial services.
It also supports the govern-
ment’s efforts to create an
inclusive economy for all
production groups through
quality financial services.

sector, including

The product aims to ac-

Mpogolo said that most of

stakeholders in the livestock
sector have long lacked bank-
ing services tailored to their
specific needs, leading many
toresort to informal financial
services, which can compro-
mise their safety and funds.
“For example, the Pugu
auction involves an average
daily cash flow of 1bn/-, with
many traders having to carry
large sums of cash, which
is risky for themselves and
their capital. The product
will be a solution to this chal-

lenge, as financial services,
including transactions, will
be available at these auction
locations,” he said.

Mpogolo,
quested the lender to further
assist livestock farmers by
investing in providing finan-
cial education, modern farm-
ing techniques, and market-
ing education, so that they
can benefit more from their
livestock through improved
practices and investments in
the sector.

Elibariki Masuke, the local
bank’s director of retail bank-
ing said the special account
caters to individual livestock
farmers and groups, offering
various benefits such as live-
stock-specific loans.

“For livestock groups or
associations, they also do
not need to worry because
they will have the freedom to
deposit and withdraw their
money anytime, and they
will also get cheque books at
a low cost. All they need to
do is open an account com-
pletely free of charge at our
branches nationwide,” he

said.

Raymond Urassa, bank’s
head of small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), product
and Agriculture, said that it

involves

livestock farmers

of all kinds, including cattle
and poultry, and the step is a
continuation of the bank’s ef-
forts to reach all production
groups, following the launch
of several specialized ser-
vices for farmers, including

health insurance.

Noel Byamungu, the Head
of Pugu Livestock Auction,

however, re-

make

Maziku.

and Iddy Maziku, the Chair-
man of Livestock Traders at
the auction, welcomed the
introduction of the product,
stating that it will be a solu-
tion for stakeholders who
currently have to carry large
amounts of cash due to the
lack of financial services tai-
lored to their needs near the
auction areas.

“The arrival of this product
will greatly help us stake-
holders in the livestock sec-
tor. It is a relief, as we no
longer have to carry cash to
livestock
and other services. All the re-
quired financial services will
now come to us, ensuring
our safety and funds,” said

purchases

during the launch.

“I would like to thank part-
ners for their support in mak-
ing digital content accessible
to children in urban and rural
areas.”

In 2022, Tanzania pledged
to revolutionize education
through digital initiatives at the
Transforming Education Sum-
mit during the UN General As-
sembly.

This commitment is reflected
in the new education curricu-
lum, which embraces digital
literacy among students and
teachers. Further to this effort,
the Government has distribut-
ed 300,000 tablets to schools,
demonstrating its dedication to
advancing digital education.

“We are working closely with
educational authorities, teach-
ers, and local communities to
ensure the successful imple-
mentation of this initiative,”
said Dinesh Balsingh, Manag-
ing Director of a local telecom
company partnering the pro-
ject.

“Our vision for SmartWASO-
MI is rooted in the belief that
education is a fundamental pil-
lar for socio-economic devel-
opment. We are excited about
this project’s potential to trans-
form education in Tanzania,
empowering the next genera-
tion of leaders and innovators.
Together, we can create a more
connected, informed, and em-
powered Tanzania, where eve-
ry student can reach their full
potential.”

The SmartWASOMI initia-

tive will leverage existing and
new digital infrastructure to
provide high-speed internet
connectivity to public second-
ary schools through a national
digital teaching and learning
platform. The pilot phase of
the project has already made
significant strides, reaching 50
secondary schools across Zan-
zibar, Dodoma, and Mbeya. The
digital learning platforms will
deliver audio lessons and pro-
vide teachers and school man-
agement with teaching guides
and content.

“Digital learning is a powerful
tool that can transform educa-
tion in Tanzania especially for
excluded children and commu-
nities. Through the SmartWAS-
OMI public-private partner-
ship initiative the government,
UNICEF and a telecom compa-
ny are collaborating to ensure
that teachers have access to
modern learning methods and
that no student, and no child is
left behind,” said Elke Wisch,
UNICEF Representative to Tan-
zania.

“UNICEF will continue to
work with the Government to
develop an evidence-based
digital learning strategy that
supports the country’s efforts
to provide 2Ist-century educa-
tion.”

The partnership will provide
digital learning tailored to in-
dividual needs, empowering
children to unlock their full
potential and thrive in today’s
economy. It aims to:

Bridge the digital divide by
connecting schools to the inter-
net and providing digital tools
to every young person to ac-
cess educational resources and
opportunities.

Ensure the availability of ac-
cessible learning platforms
to make digital learning sus-
tainable and impactful. This
involves reducing barriers to
digital education content and
zero-rating key platforms like
the Tanzania Institute of Edu-
cation and Shule Direct, ena-
bling access without incurring
data charges.
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Congo allocates $63.9min to
boost digital transformation

KINSHASA

HE Congo’s digital trans-

formation accelera-

tion project, officially

launched in January
2023 and supported by the World
Bank with $100 million in fund-
ing, moves forward with a budget
of 38.7 billion CFA francs ($63.9
million) for FY2024.

On May 28, the Steering Com-
mittee of the Digital Transforma-
tion Acceleration Project (PATN)
approved this budget.

The PATN aims to implement 57
projects in 2024, focusing on pro-
viding high-speed internet access
to public administrations, univer-
sities, secondary schools, and ru-
ral areas.

“The government relies on this
project to achieve its digital trans-
formation objective as outlined in
the 2022-2026 National Develop-
ment Plan (PND).

One of the project’s goals is to
increase access to high-speed in-
ternet for underserved popula-
tions and enhance the public sec-
tor’s ability to benefit from quality
digital services,” stated Fernand
Sosthene Likouka, a member of
the PATN steering committee.

Launched officially in January
2023, the PATN receives backing
from the World Bank. It aligns
with the Congolese government’s
objective to promote equitable
access to digital services for all
citizens, in line with the national
digital transformation strategy
“Congo Digital 2025”. Addition-
ally, the government aims to lev-
erage ICT to foster the country’s
socioeconomic development.

The implementation of the
planned projects for this year is
expected to enhance people’s
access to the internet and digital
services.

According to statistics from the
Post and Electronic Communica-
tions Regulatory Agency (ARPCE),
Congo had 3.4 million internet
subscribers in 2023, with a pen-
etration rate of 59.7 percent. The
country also counted 5.9 million
mobile phone subscribers.

The DRC’s internet penetration
rate stood at 27.2 percent of the
total population at the start of
2024. Kepios analysis indicates
that internet users in the DRC
increased by 902 thousand (+3.3
percent) between January 2023

and January 2024.

DataReportal’s figures show
that there were 6.45 million ac-
tive social media user identities
in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo in January 2024.

The Internet in the DRC began
to change in November 2012.

In Kinshasa, the country’s capi-
tal city, home to 17 million people,
the Internet Provider Association
of the DRC (ISPA-DRC)-funded
by the Internet Society-built its
first IXP: the Kinshasa Internet
Exchange, or KINIX.

Its goal was to connect six local
service providers, and it encour-
aged operators to build fiber ca-
ble networks that improved con-
nectivity in the city. Ten years
later, it reduced the price of Inter-
net transit by 98 percent and in-
creased local Internet traffic from
a few Mbps to close to 80 Gbps.

All of this saved the local Inter-
net Service Providers (ISPs) sub-
stantial costs, reducing the price
of connectivity for users and al-
lowing ISPs to expand their op-
erations and connect even more
people.

Zimbabwe now demanding
reductions on $19.2bn debt

HARARE

ZIMBABWE has asked its
creditors for significant debt
reductions on its $19.2 billion in-
ternal and external debt, citing
Finance Minister Mthuli Ncube
(pictured).

“We will be looking for lots of
haircuts, the removal of penal-
ties,” Ncube said at the African
Development Bank (AfDB) An-
nual Meetings in Nairobi. He did
not specify the extent of the re-
ductions Zimbabwe is request-
ing.

However, he mentioned that
heavy debt hampers the coun-
try’s development needs due to
limited access to international
resources for Zimbabwe’s eco-
nomic recovery.

Zimbabwe has faced a severe
economic crisis since the early
2000s, following land reform
policies under former President
Robert Mugabe. These policies
deteriorated a crucial economic
sector and led to a halt in debt
repayments to international
lenders.

Currently, Zimbabwe owes $13
billion to external creditors and
$6.2 billion to local investors,
according to data presented by
Ncube on May 29 during a debt
arrears clearance meeting.

The country’s external credi-
tors include Paris Club mem-
ber countries, the World Bank,
the European Investment Bank

(EIB), and the AfDB. The five
largest creditors within the Par-
is Club are Germany, France, the
United Kingdom, Japan, and the
United States.

Without international donor
support, Zimbabwe has strug-
gled to secure credit lines and
attract the foreign investments
needed to revive its economy.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has tied the re-
sumption of its financial sup-
port to Zimbabwe to the clear-
ance of the country’s debt
arrears. Zimbabwe has begun
making “symbolic” repayments
to multilateral financial insti-
tutions and Paris Club member
countries.

Mthuli Ncube, a former chief
economist at the AfDB and a PhD
in mathematical finance from
the University of Cambridge, is
the key figure President Emm-
erson Mnangagwa relies on to
restore investor confidence and
stabilize the country’s financial
situation.

By the end of last year Zim-
babwe’s total consolidated debt
amounts to US$17.5 billion. Debt
owed to international creditors
stands at US$14.04 billion, while
domestic debt comes to US$3.4
billion.

Debt owed to bilateral credi-
tors is estimated at US$5.75 bil-
lion, while debt to multilateral
creditors is estimated at US$2.5
billion.
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India stocks, bonds set to gain
over expected Modi’s victory

MUMBAI

INDIAN stocks, bonds and the ru-
pee are poised to climb on Monday
after exit polls indicated a resound-
ing victory for Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s party in general elec-
tions that concluded Saturday.

The polls suggest the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led alliance will clinch
substantially more seats than the
272 required for a majority in the
543-seat lower house of parlia-
ment, with most pollsters predict-
ing the group will win between 350
and 400 seats in total. In 2019, the
alliance won 352. The votes will be
counted on Tuesday.

The predictions are likely to calm
investors rattled by recent stock
market volatility, driven by con-
cerns that the BJP might fall well
short of Modi’s ambitious 400-seat
target due to low voter turnouts
and tight races in several states.
A landslide win would enable the
party to push through policies that
are seen as crucial for boosting
India’s economic growth, which is
already among the world’s fastest.

“There was some skepticism,
with volatility picking up as some
people were getting jittery on the
election outcome. Now it will set-
tle — this is a resounding vote for
continuity,” said Vinit Sambre, who

oversees about $12 billion as head
of equities at DSP Mutual Fund in
Mumbai. “Markets could react posi-
tively on Monday.”

While the final results might dif-
fer from the exit polls, the strength
of the projected victory is expected
to benefit risk assets. Indian equi-
ties reached a record in May, while
the bond markets are near their
highest levels in about a year.

“The suggested size of the major-
ity would allow the government to
continue unabated with its current
policy program,” said Gary Dugan,
chief investment officer at Dalma
Capital Management Ltd. in Dubai.
“We could imagine a 3-5 percent re-
turn from the market on Monday.”

Should the results on June 4 align
with the exit polls, analysts expect
the NSE Nifty 50 Index to reach a
new record. The main gauge slid
nearly 2 percent to 22,531 last week
as foreign investors treaded cau-
tiously ahead of the election out-
come.

These companies are perceived
to benefit from the BJP’s pro-
growth policies and their out-
peformance may extend in case of
a strong election result, the note
said. Engineering giant Larsen &
Toubro Ltd., and power genera-
tors NTPC Ltd. and NHPC Ltd. are
among CLSA’s preferred stocks.
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WHO member states
extend pandemic treaty
talks for another year

GENEVA

MEMBER states of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) agreed on Saturday to
extend the talks over the pandemic agree-
ment for another year, allowing for more
time needed to finalize the landmark
treaty to combat future pandemics and

enhance preparedness.
The Intergovernmental

MOSCOwW

EUROPE is in the middle of
preparations for a war against
Russia as it is increasingly
drawn into the Ukrainian con-
flict, Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban said.

NATO foreign ministers have
not yet agreed to empower the
alliance to play a coordinating
role in providing military sup-
plies and long-term financial as-
sistance to Ukraine, said the al-
liance’s secretary general, Jens
Stoltenberg.

TASS has put together key
events in and around Ukraine
over the past day.

Special operation prog-
ress
The Russian Defense Minis-

Negotiating
Body (INB), which was established in De-
cember 2021 to draft the agreement and

Wrap-up of Ukraine news: West prepares for war, no deal yet for NATO to coordinate support

guide the negotiation process, will con-
tinue its mandate to deliver the agree-
ment by the next World Health Assembly
in 2025, or earlier, if possible, at a special
session of the health assembly in 2024.
“There was a clear consensus amongst
all Member States on the need for a fur-
ther instrument to help the world better
fight a full-blown pandemic,”

chair Precious Matsoso.

This year’s World Health Assembly also
agreed on a package of amendments to

COVID-19 and mpox. AP

another international instrument,
the International Health Regula-
tions (2005) (IHR), introducing
a definition of a pandemic emer-
gency to trigger more effective
international collaboration in re-
sponse to a potential pandemic.
The amendments will bolster
countries’ ability to detect and
respond to future outbreaks and
pandemics by strengthening their
own national capacities, and coor-
dination between member states,

said INB co-

Workers in protective gear lower a coffin of a COVID-19 victim to a grave for burial
at the Cipenjo Cemetery in Bogor, West Java, Indonesia, July 14, 2021. The World
Health Organization says member countries on June 1, 2024 approved a series
of new steps to improve global preparedness for and response to pandemics like

on disease surveillance, informa-
tion sharing and response, said
WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

“Today’s strengthening of the
IHR provides powerful momen-
tum to complete the Pandemic
Agreement, which, once finalized,
can help to prevent a repeat of
the devastation to health, socie-
ties and economies caused by
COVID-19,” the WHO head added.

Strikes with Western weap-
ons

The Kremlin is aware of at-
tempts to strike Russia with
US-made weapons, Kremlin
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
According to the official, “this
speaks volumes about the de-
gree of US involvement in this
conflict.”

The use of Western weapons
for strikes on Russian territory
would prompt a reckless escala-
tion of the situation, said Harald
Vilimsky, a member of the Free-
dom Party of Austria and the
European Parliament.

Prisoner swap

Russia through negotiations
brought back 75 servicemen
that were held prisoner, the De-

try said these events took place
over the past week:

- Forty-five Ukrainian service-
men have surrendered.

- Units of the battlegroup
Center continued advancing
deeper into the enemy’s defens-
es, liberating the settlements of
Arkhangelskoye and Netailovo
in the Donetsk People’s Repub-
lic.

- The battlegroup Dnepr
struck seven Ukrainian bri-
gades.

- Units of the battlegroup
North struck seven enemy bri-
gades and repulsed 20 counter-
attacks.

- The battlegroup South im-
proved its position on the front

line and struck 12 Ukrainian
military formations.

- Units of the battlegroup East
improved their tactical posi-
tions and struck the manpower
and equipment of two Ukrai-
nian brigades, two Ukrainian
National Defense units and a
Ukrainian National Guard bri-
gade.

- The battlegroup West liber-
ated the Berestovoye and Iva-
novka settlements in the Khar-
kov Region.

War preparation in the
West

Europe has entered an in-
termediate stage of prepara-
tions for war against Russia as

it is increasingly drawn into the
armed conflict in Ukraine, Hun-
garian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said on Kossuth radio.
He said he sees more signs ev-
ery week that the EU and NATO
are preparing for military op-
erations.

The NATO leadership pro-
poses to earmark $40 billion
every year for military assis-
tance to Ukraine, but Hungary
will not participate in the effort
unless there is a war in Europe,
said the country’s foreign minis-
ter, Peter Szijjarto.

No deal yet
Foreign ministers from the
North Atlantic Alliance have

not yet reached an agreement
for the bloc to take over the
coordinating role in providing
military supplies and long-term
financial assistance to Ukraine,
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg said.

Swiss conference

China confirmed it will not
take part in the peace confer-
ence on Ukraine in Switzerland,
Reuters reported, citing sourc-
es. According to the report, Bei-
jing turned down the invitation
because of a failure to meet the
conditions it had set for partici-
pation, including the presence
of Russia.

fense Ministry said. In return,
it handed over 75 Ukrainian
prisoners of war. The ministry
said the United Arab Emirates
helped broker the swap deal.

Sanctions

The EU imposed sanctions
on Primorye Region Governor
Oleg Kozhemyako for his pur-
ported role in developing co-
operation between Russia and
North Korea. Restrictions also
targeted nine individuals and
organizations in North Korea,
along with nine individuals and
legal entities in Iran over allega-
tions they helped Russia in the
conflict with Ukraine.

Agencies

AU observers laud South Africa for holding peaceful elections

PM Modi reviews situation of
ongoing heatwave in country and
preparedness for onset of monsoon

NEW DELHI

PRIME Minister Na-
rendra Modi yesterday
chaired a meeting to
review the situation of
the ongoing heatwave in
the country and the pre-
paredness for the onset of
monsoon at his residence
in the national capital.

The Prime Minister was
briefed that as per IMD
forecasts, the heat wave is likely to continue in parts of
Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh.

This year, the monsoon is likely to be normal and
above normal in most parts of the country and below
normal in parts of Peninsular India, the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) stated.

PM Modi has instructed that proper drills for prevent-
ing and handling incidents of fire must be done on a
regular basis.

“Fire audit and electrical safety audit of hospitals and
other public places must be undertaken regularly,” he
instructed.

He also said that regular drills for the maintenance of
firelines in forests and productive utilization of biomass
must be planned.

The Prime Minister was informed about the usefulness
of the “van agni” portal in the timely identification of for-
est fires and their management.

The Principal Secretary to the PM, Cabinet Secretary,
Home Secretary, Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences,
DG NDRF, and Member Secretary, NDMA along with oth-
er senior officials from PMO and concerned Ministries
were also present in the meeting.

With scorching heatwaves gripping several parts of the
country, at least 56 deaths from heatstroke have been
confirmed in multiple states by the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC), sources said on Saturday.

The Southwest Monsoon hit the coast of Kerala and ad-
vanced into parts of northeast India from Thursday, said
the Indian Meteorological Department

This year’s Monsoon onset is two days earlier as the
usual date of the onset is on June 1.

This year, Kerala experienced widespread pre-mon-
soon rains.

In 2023, rainfall over the country as a whole during the
monsoon season (June-September), was 94 per cent of
its long-period average. ANI

Chinese embassy donates
funds to flood-hit school
in Kenya’s informal area

NAIROBI

THE Chinese embassy on Friday donated 5 million Ke-
nyan shillings (about 38,370 U.S. dollars) to the flood-hit
MCEDO Beijing School, which is located in the sprawl-
ing Mathare slums in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi.

Zhang Zhizhong, minister counselor and deputy chief
of mission of the Chinese Embassy in Kenya, said the
funds will be mainly used for the repair and renovation
of the school, which has more than 500 students, as a
result of heavy rainfall and flash floods that affected the
learning institution.

“We are also going to provide new desks, chairs and
other facilities, and every student will also get a new
backpack to restart their study,” Zhang said. According
to Zhang, the Chinese embassy has been supporting the
school’s students for the past 17 years.

Based on the strong friendship between China and
Kenya, the Red Cross Society of China has already pro-
vided 100,000 dollars in cash to help Kenya respond to
humanitarian emergency assistance due to the damage
and displacement caused by heavy rains since mid-

March.

Zhang revealed that two ships carrying rice donated
by the Chinese government are currently en route to
the Kenyan port of Mombasa and scheduled to arrive in
June to help Kenya cope with the effects of the floods.

Elijah Mungai, director of projects coordination and
delivery in the Ministry of Education, said the donation,
which is targeted at disadvantaged children, will give
them hope to remain in school and boost the country’s

ADDIS ABABA outcome statement issued on Friday. The
AU deployed a 65-member high-level
election observers mission to monitor
the integrity of South Africa’s national
and provincial elections, which was led
by former Kenyan President Uhuru Ke-
nyatta.

The mission said its observers vis-
ited 297 voting stations across all prov-

According to the AU, the 2024 gen-
eral elections, the seventh since the end
of apartheid in 1994, occurred amid a
renewed enthusiasm among South Af-
ricans to strengthen their democratic
gains.It said the elections were notably
competitive due to the emergence of sev-
eral new political parties.

Despite the peaceful and credible na-

tion period saw heightened tensions and|
concerns over the potential misuse of so-
cial media for spreading fake news, disin-|
formation and misinformation, which
could incite violence. “Despite the chal-
lenges and tensions, the 2024 elections
were conducted peacefully, demonstrat-|
ing the resilience of South Africa’s demo-
cratic processes,” the AU said. Millions of]

THE African Union Election Observa-
tion Mission (AUEOM) to South Africa’s
2024 national and provincial elections
has disclosed that the elections were
conducted in a peaceful manner despite
a tense political environment.

The elections were “pivotal for the

country’s democratic future and had
implications for political stability within
South Africa and the sub-region,” the
AUEOM said in its preliminary election

peacefully,” the AU mission said.

inces of the country during the election
day.”South Africans freely exercised their
constitutional right to vote and voted

ture of the previous six elections, the
2024 elections were marked by a tense
political environment, intensified by sev-
eral litigations. The AU said the pre-elec-

people went to the polls on Wednesday/
in what was anticipated to be the coun-
try’s most fiercely contested elections|
since the end of apartheid. Xinhua

education sector.

“The gift is a kind gesture, and Kenya will forever be
grateful to China for giving the country’s children the
opportunity to return to school,” Mungai said. Xinhua

Experts urge advancing AU’s role as it embarks on leadership elections

ADDIS ABABA

AS the African Union Commission
(AUC) embarks on the election pro-
cess of its senior leadership, experts
have underscored the crucial need
to advance the transformative role
of the AU in addressing Africa’s exist-
ing and emerging development and
security challenges.

Last week, the AU announced that
the election process of the AUC’s
senior leadership for 20252028
has kicked off with the call for inter-
ested candidates to submit, to their
member states, their interest along
with vision statements on how they
intend to advance the continental

body’s role in Africa’s overall devel-
opment.

It said all the eight senior leader-
ship positions of the AUC are open
for candidates’ submissions guided
by the regional allocation of the
portfolios. The positions include the
AUC chairperson, the deputy chair-
person and the six commissioner
posts, with the elections slated to
take place in February 2025 during
the AU Summit. In a recent inter-
view with Xinhua, Costantinos Bt.
Constantinos, who has served as an
economic advisor to the AU and the
UN Economic Commission for Af-
rica, suggested addressing the root
causes of conflict and insecurity
perils, augmenting Africa’s human

capital, facilitating member states’
efforts in addressing humanitarian
catastrophes unleashed by natural
and man-made calamities, as well
as advancing the realization of flag-
ship continental development aspi-
rations as potential focus areas for
the incoming AUC leadership. “The
incoming leadership will be tested
to alleviate the root causes of inces-
sant conflicts and military coups de-
stabilizing the continent, specifically
in the Sahel, Central Africa, and the
Horn of Africa,” the expert told Xin-
hua.

He said while some African na-
tions are registering “great” eco-
nomic growth, further efforts are
needed to meaningfully uplift the

continent’s human development
index. He further said that the AU
can play a significant contribution in
realizing this continental aspiration.
“Conflicts, coup deetats, poverty and
corruption, which are often driven
by lack of good governance, are the
omnipotent challenges in Africa.

The AU, as a leading continental in-
stitution, needs to further bolster its
role in addressing these obstacles,”
said Costantinos, also a professor of
public policy at Addis Ababa Univer-
sity in Ethiopia.

He said the incoming AUC lead-
ership is also expected to boost the
engagement of highly qualified and
independent academia and the pri-
vate sector that can drive the vision

of a peaceful and developing Africa.
“Such a role of the AUC as a political
hub and think-tank will unleash, ren-
ovate, cultivate and develop Africa’s
rich natural resources through the
energies of the largely unemployed
young population Africa has, and
to project the continent as a foreign
direct investment destination in the
21st century,” he said.

Mohamed Salem Ould Merzoug,
chairperson of the AUC executive
council, also underscored the need
to strengthen the AU institutions to
help the commission fully discharge
its responsibilities and accelerate
Africa’s integration. “The process of
selecting the leadership of the AUC
in 2025 should be defined by pri-

oritizing considerations of cohesion,
equity, rationality, and a spirit of con-
sensus,” said Merzoug, also Maurita-
nia’s minister of foreign affairs.

According to the AU, the February
2025 election process will be based
on the principle of inter-regional
rotation of the commission’s senior
leadership positions.

The Eastern Africa region will
submit candidates for the role of
chairperson, while the Northern Af-
rica region will submit candidates
for the role of deputy chairperson.
The remaining three regions (cen-
tral, southern and western Africa
regions) will submit at least two can-
didates for the six portfolios of com-
missioners.
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Putin, Security Council discuss international
cooperation in fight against terrorism

MOsCow

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin has
discussed strengthening international
cooperation in the fight against terrorism
with the permanent members of the Rus-
sian Security Council.

“We have a number of important issues
today. One of them is the strengthening
of international cooperation in the fight
against terrorism,” the president said at
the beginning of the meeting.

Putin (pictured) added that several
speakers were scheduled to make reports
and handed over the floor to Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov.

The meeting was attended by Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin, Speakers of
both houses of parliament Valentina Mat-
viyenko and Vyacheslav Volodin, Security
Council Deputy Chairman Dmitry Med-
vedev, Presidential Administration Head
Anton Vaino, Security Council Secretary
Sergey Shoigu, Interior Minister Vladi-

mir Kolokoltsev, Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, Federal Security Service Director
Alexander Bortnikov, Russian Foreign In-
telligence Service (SVR) Director Sergey
Naryshkin, Special Russian Presidential
Representative for Environmental Protec-
tion, Ecology and Transport Sergey Iva-
nov, and Kremlin aide Nikolay Patrushev.
Agencies

Xi Story: llluminating the future of every child

BEIJING

IN May 2004, in the suburbs of Nanchong in southwest China’s Sichuan Prov-
ince, then-Party chief of the eastern Zhejiang Province Xi Jinping ceremoniously
deposited a handful of soil onto a cornerstone, marking the inception of a con-
struction project.

This land was subsequently transformed into Zhijiang Primary School through
collaborative efforts and “paired-up assistance” from Zhejiang. The school was
named after a major river in Zhejiang to remember the latter’s help.

Two decades later, Xi, now Chinese president and general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, still cherishes a strong affection
for the school.

Recently, a fifth-grade class from the school wrote a letter to Xi, sharing details
about their studies and daily lives while expressing their gratitude. They quickly
got a reply from the top Chinese leader.

In a letter dated May 30, two days ahead of the International Children’s Day, Xi
said he was delighted to hear that the school is doing very well and the students
are thriving. He encouraged the students to “become the talent capable of shoul-
dering the mission of building a strong country and realizing national rejuvena-
tion.”

The bond between Xi and the pupils serves as a prime example of the benefits
derived from China’s implementation of “paired-up assistance” between its east-
ern and western regions. This practice, first introduced in the 1990s, is a distinc-
tive approach aimed at promoting fair and balanced development across various
sectors, including education.

Xi has always attached great importance to ensuring equal access to quality
education for every child. “Education equity is a crucial cornerstone of social fair-
ness,” he said.

When inspecting the once poverty-stricken hinterland of Daliang Mountains in
Sichuan in 2018, Xi asked in detail about children’s education in the village. “In
terms of education, don’t let children fail at the starting line,” he said.

In 2019, he took a long journey to a remote mountainous place in Chongging,
which had previously been plagued by poverty. The first stop of his visit was a
primary school nestled deep in the mountains.

“No matter how difficult the circumstances, we must not let the children suf-
fer, and no matter how impoverished, we must not deprive them of education,”
Xi said, stressing that efforts must be made to ensure children in impoverished
mountainous regions have access to education and enjoy a joyous childhood.

Xi believes that children’s health and all-round development are no trivial mat-
ter.

In addition to academic scores, he has on many occasions called for greater ef-
forts to build up children’s physical strength through sports and exercise.

He had visited the cafeterias of schools to learn about whether children, par-
ticularly those in impoverished areas, have nutritious and healthy lunches.

Noticing a high rate of nearsightedness among young students, Xi demanded
efforts from the whole society to guarantee a “bright future” for children. “When
the young people are strong, the country will be strong,” he noted.

Despite a very tight schedule every day, Xi has always managed to find time to
talk to children, visit schools, participate in children-focused events, and respond
to letters from the children. His concern for children has been reflected in various
policies and initiatives implemented by the top authorities.

In June 2023, the general offices of the CPC Central Committee and the State
Council jointly issued a guideline on establishing a sound and balanced basic pub-
lic education service system, highlighting consistent financial input to make sure
basic public education covers all.

About two months later, an action plan was released for expanding fine elemen-
tary education resources and improving the quality of elementary education. It
was also written into the government work report delivered at the annual session
of the National People’s Congress in March this year.

China boasts the world’s largest education system and has ascended to the
ranks of upper-middle-level countries in terms of the overall modernization of
education.

While inspecting a school in Beijing last year, Xi said that his generation is work-
ing hard for the goal of building China into a great modern socialist country in all
respects by the middle of this century.

“It will be up to you to carry on the mission in the future,” he told the students.

Xinhua

Children perform dragon dance to greet the upcoming International Children’s Day at a kinder-
garten in Wenling City, east China’s Zhejiang Province, May 30, 2024. Xinhua

Djibouti poised to diversify its economy
amid win-win cooperation with China

DJIBOUTICITY

Djibouti, with its strategic advantage con-
necting Africa to Asia and Europe by sea, is
poised to diversify its economy to become
a regional hub for logistics, finance, tourism
and information and communications tech-
nology (ICT) as cooperation with China in-
jects crucial impetus to the Red Sea nation’s
development ambitions, a senior official has
said.

In a recent interview with Xinhua, Slim
Feriani, chief executive officer (CEO) of the
sovereign wealth fund of Djibouti, said that
as the gateway to Africa, Djibouti is endowed
with significant development potential, and
the country’s drive to become the logistical
hub for the region and beyond “is moving full-
steam ahead.”

“Our biggest advantage is the strategic loca-
tion of the country controlling the entry into
the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea and linking
the African mainland to the Middle East and
beyond,” Feriani told Xinhua.

Djibouti has been consolidating its position
as a regional logistics hub through substantial
development initiatives, including Chinese-
built development projects such as the Do-
raleh Multi-Purpose Port (DMP), the Djibouti
International Free Trade Zone (DIFTZ), and
the 752-km electrified transnational railway
connecting ports in Djibouti to the Ethiopian
capital, Addis Ababa, among others.

“Djibouti provides vital service to land-
locked African countries -- for example,
around 90 percent of Ethiopia’s trade passes
through here. But that is only half the port’s
activities, which are wide-ranging, including
trans-shipment to serve the whole sub-region
in Africa, as well as the Gulf states, Europe and
elsewhere.

So, yes, it is truly the gateway to Africa and
bridge between the region and the Middle
East, a market of over 400 million people,”
the CEO said.

The country, through its development blue-
print Vision 2035, aspires to create an attrac-
tive investment climate across various eco-
nomic sectors, including port development,
logistics, finance, tourism and ICT, with an
overarching goal of diversifying its economy

The file photo, taken on Sept. 20, 2022, shows the Doraleh Multi-Purpose Port, constructed by China State
Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC), in Djibouti City, the capital of Djibouti. Xinhua

beyond from logistics and ports.

Highlighting  Djibouti’s socio-economic
and political stability, albeit its location in the
volatile Horn of Africa region, as an important
economic advantage, Feriani underscored
that the country is fast becoming an attractive
destination to international investors, eventu-
ally fueling its economic diversification aspi-
rations.

Noting the country’s “huge tourism poten-
tials,” Feriani stressed that cooperation with
China and other partners will play a crucial
role in harnessing the country’s aspirations of
becoming a major international tourism des-
tination. “We are investing in wind and solar
energy.

Geothermy and waste-to-energy are other
renewable sources of energy. We are aiming
to become a digital economy hub in the re-
gion. The Djibouti Data Center is among the
first data center facilities in East Africa, with
access to all major international fiber-optic
systems, connecting Europe, the Middle East
and Asia Pacific regions with Africa,” Feriani
said, as he highlighted the country’s ongoing
economic diversification efforts.

Courtesy of its robust cooperation with
China in realizing flagship development proj-

ects over the years, the country’s economic
diversification ambition is further propelling
its win-win cooperation with China and other
development partners.

“In addition to an ambitious program of
expanding our port facilities, in which some
Chinese companies are involved, there are
several other areas of potential cooperation,”
he said.

Acknowledging flagship infrastructure proj-
ects that were realized as part of the country’s
expanding cooperation with China, such as
the DMP, the Ethiopia-Djibouti railway and
the DIFTZ, the CEO said such infrastructure
projects “are playing a very significant part in
our drive to become a logistical hub for the
region and beyond.

This is gaining increasing significance given
the geopolitical tensions in the area and the
imperative to keep vital trade routes open.”
“Cargo volumes passing through Djibouti
have been increasing. For example, they in-
creased by 31 percent in the year to the end of
September 2023.

Chinese investment is playing a key part in
maintaining this trend with China Merchants
Group taking a 23.5 percent stake in the Do-
raleh Multi-Purpose Port,” he said.

Digital technologies contribute to
Great Wall conservation, studies

SPANNING 15 provincial-level re-
gions, the Great Wall is China’s most
colossal cultural heritage structure. In
recent years, regions across the coun-
try have vigorously leveraged digital
technologies to advance the protec-
tion and studies of the Great Wall,
making it accessible for virtual tours.
With great care, this unique and pre-
cious treasure is being meticulously
safeguarded.

At the Research Center for Urban
Big Data Applications, Beijing Univer-
sity of Civil Engineering and Architec-
ture, there are two computers show-
ing the meteorological and vibration
data at eight points along the Great
Wall in real time.

“Monitoring the deformation and
damage of the Great Wall enables
timely detection and assessment of
the extent of wall damage, providing
strong support for protection efforts,”
said Liu Fei, associate professor at the
research center. The monitoring data
can also be used to develop preven-

Photo shows the Juyongguan Great Wall in Changping district, Beijing. (People’s Daily Online/Yang Dong)

tive measures, Liu added.

Over the course of thousands of
years, the Great Wall of China has
been subjected to various factors such
as natural erosion, human activities,
and historical changes, resulting in
significant damage to many sections.

Over the course of thousands of
years, natural erosion, human activi-
ties and historical changes have result-
ed in significant damages to many sec-
tions of the Great Wall. Some parts are
on the verge of collapse, while some
have lost a significant portion of their
ground structure or foundation.

To treat these damages, it is im-
portant to identify the causes. Over
the past four years, Liu and his team
have launched an environmental vi-
bration disaster monitoring project
for the Great Wall in Huairou district
and Changping district of Beijing.
They have also carried out a research-
based restoration project along the
Dazhuangke section of the Great Wall
in Yanging district, collecting digital
information of the section.

Additionally, the team utilized
drone-based oblique photography
technology to capture high-resolution
images along a 352-kilometer stretch
of the Great Wall in Beijing. These im-
ages were used to create orthophoto-

maps and real scene three-dimensional
models, forming a database of the dam-
ages in an approximately 100-kilometer
section of the Great Wall.

By employing deep learning algo-
rithms, the team has developed an intel-
ligent model for identifying damages,
which features an accuracy of over 80
percent.

“More and more technologies are ap-
plied to help the Great Wall Tive longer’,”
said Liu. According to him, his team is
currently working to improve the data-
base, and it is expected that by the end of
this year, aerial monitoring and digital 3D
modeling of the brick and stone sections
of the Great Wall in Beijing will be com-
pleted.

The utilization of digital technologies
strengthens the protection of the Great
Wall, shifting the approach from reactive
rescue efforts to proactive preventive
measures. It has also created more possi-
bilities for visitors to virtually experience
the Great Wall through “cloud tourism.”

The Jinshanling Great Wall, located in
Luanping county, Chengde, north China’s
Hebei province, is a pilot Great Wall na-
tional cultural park. Since 2020, the Jin-
shanling Great Wall has been presenting
its apricot blossom festival online, allow-
ing netizens to appreciate the beauty of its

sceneries.

The hashtag “Virtual Tour of Jinshan-
ling” has attracted over 130 million views
annually for four consecutive years, said
Guo Zhongxing, director of the Jinshan-
ling Great Wall cultural relics protection
center.

A national research center for ancient
mural and earth site conservation engji-
neering technology has been established
in northwest China’s Gansu province
under the joint efforts of the Dunhuang
Academy and other institutes.

This center has mastered a series of key
technologies for the protection of earthen
Great Wall and developed a mature set of
protection theories and technical specifi-
cations, becoming an important technical
support for the preservation of the Great
Wall. Since 2015, Gansu province has
undertaken and initiated a total of 12 re-
search projects at the provincial level and
above in this field.

A team led by professor Zhang Yukun
from the School of Architecture at Tianjin
University initiated a project in late 2018
that involves the use of the latest technolo-
gy as drones to collect “the most complete
possible real-scene three-dimensional
images of the Great Wall”. During the four-
year project, the team collected over 2 mil-
lion real-scene images and established a

three-dimensional database
of the Great Wall of the Ming
Dynasty.

In early 2023, the team
organized an exhibition in
Tianjin Museum showcas-
ing the digital outcomes of
their efforts through immer-
sive multimedia displays, 3D
printed objects, and histori-
cal scene restoration.

“The exhibition aimed to
digitally showcase to the pub-
lic the entire Great Wall in a
realistic and immersive way;”
said Li Zhe, a distinguished
research fellow at the School
of Architecture, Tianjin Uni-
versity.

The resources, unique
remains, and scenic views
along the Tianjin section
of the Great Wall were all
showcased through dynamic
surrounding imagery on five
screens, accompanied by
professional  commentary,
creating an immersive expe-
rience for the public asif they
were “flying over” the Great
Wall, Li explained.

People’s Daily
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Vijana basketball team players during a training session at the Jakaya Kikwete grounds in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Photo: Jumanne Juma
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Chaneta’s annual general meeting
to be held in Arusha next month

By Correspondent Joseph
Mchekadona
HE National Netball
Association  (Chaneta)
annual general meet-
ing (AGM) will be held
next month in Arusha, the associa-
tion has announced.

President of the association De-
votha Marwa said the AGM will be
held on July 30 and its prepara-
tions are going on.

She said the AGM will, among
other things, look at netball de-
velopment in the country, tourna-
ments sponsorship and other re-
lated developments.

“The last time we have an annual
general meeting was in 2022, and

the good news is that this year we
will have our AGM on July 30. Prep-
arations have already being start-
ed. This will be a platform to shape
and define netball in the country,
she said.

Marwa also said the association
will early next month organize a
technical and law review course
in Tabora which is slated from
July 17, umpires and team man-
agers’ course on July 31 in Arusha
and First Division League will take
place for August 1-10 in Arusha.

She said the current leadership
of Chaneta is committed at seeing
that the sport is developing in the
country.

However, at the recent Africa
Zone World Cup Qualifiers which

were held in South Affrica, the net-
ball national team (Taifa Queens)
performed miserably.

The team was in Pool A alongside
Namibia, South Africa, Zimbabwe
and Botswana while Pool B has
Uganda, Malawi, Zambia, Kenya
and Eswatini. They lost all their
games.

Netball analyst Michael Msemak-
weli was then quoted as saying
Taifa Queens performance in the
South African competition was a
clear indication of the level of the
sport in the country.

He predicted that the coun-
try will continue to drop in world
netball rankings, and he attributed
this to neglect proper player transi-
tion process.

“I saw the team playing. They
mainly depend on players who are
beyond their prime. We need more
young and energetic players who
can cope with the pace. My advice
to Chaneta is that they urgently
need to rebuild starting from the
grassroots and concentrating on
identifying and nurturing talent,”
he said.

He also said there is a need for
players to be given enough re-
sources and incentives.

In the past years, the country
have not done well on talent devel-
opment as there are no serious and
well organized youth tournaments
and the country has not been ac-
tively participating in international
youth competitions at all levels.

Kyrie Irving said late in the season that the
Mavs were just getting started. He was right

Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving answers questions during a news conference after the Mavericks defeated
Minnesota Timberwolves in Game 5 of the NBA basketball Western Conference finals, on Thursday, May 30,

2024, in Minneapolis, AP Photo

BY TIM REYNOLDS

KYRIE Irving was not making
a threat, nor was he boasting,
nor was he saying anything that
would be considered outlandish.
It was the final week of the regu-
lar season.

He and the Dallas Mavericks
had just clinched a division title
and Irving was asked to talk about
what it means. He didn’t look
back. He looked ahead.

“We just know that the job isn’'t
finished,” Irving said in Miami
that night. “And we’re just getting
started.”

Turns out, he was right. The
Mavericks — who spent most of
February and March looking des-
tined for the play-in tournament,
a team that was barely better than
a mediocre 26-23 after 49 games
— figured things out just in time,
and a trip to the NBA Finals is
their reward.

Dallas will visit Boston in Game
1 of the NBA Finals on Thursday
night. It’s a matchup of the teams
with the NBA’s two best records
since Feb. 1; Boston has gone 39-9
in that span, Dallas 36-15. Boston
also had the best record in the
league before Feb. 1 (37-11), while

Dallas was only 14th best in that
stretch (26-22).

“It doesn’t happen a lot of times
(where) you go from the lottery to
the finals,” Mavericks coach Jason
Kidd said. “But we truly believe
that we had the pieces.”

year ago, they didn’'t. When
this season started, they didn’t
have all the pieces they needed,
either. But since swinging trades
for Daniel Gafford and P.J. Wash-
ington in February, the Mavericks
have been one of the best teams
in the league — and going 16-2 in
one late stretch of the regular
season only reinforced Irving’s

belief that something good was
happening.

“That’s the type of confidence
that I felt the majority of this
playoffs, just no matter what’s go-
ing on — in the beginning of the
game, middle of the game, before
the game — our words of affirma-
tion and positivity go a long way,”
Irving said.

In the current NBA playoff for-
mat, which goes back to 1984, Dal-
las is only the fifth team seeded
No. 5 in its conference or lower to
make the finals. Miami did it last
year as a No. 8 seed, Miami did
it again in 2020 as a No. 5 seed,
New York did it in 1999 as a No. 8
seed and Houston did it in 1995 as
a No. 6 seed. Of those teams, only
the Rockets went on to win a title.

But this Dallas team has been
playing as well as anybody.

The Mavericks are 11-1 in these
playoffs when they score more
than 100 points. They’ve won five
in a row on the road during this
postseason run, matching their
longest such streak from the reg-
ular season.

They have a player in Irving
who has won the finals before, a
coach in Kidd who won a title as
a player — with Dallas, no less —
and arguably the best player in
this postseason in Luka Doncic,
who is headed to the title series
for the first time.

Irving was right. The Mavs were
just getting started. And now,
they have a chance for the per-
fect finish.

“I think we’ve got a great team,”
Doncic said. “But most impor-
tantly, we’ve got great guys, some
great guys on the team. From
players to coaches, everybody on
the team, we have great guys and
that’s the most important thing.
We stay together and we just play
basketball.”

AP
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Second season of children’s
sports clinic held in Dar

By Guardian Correspondent

THE second season of children’s sports
clinic, aimed to nurture talents and en-
courage parents to save for their chil-
dren, was held in Dar es Salaam over the
weekend.

The initiative is part of the strategy to
promote the sports sector in the country
through talent development and pro-
viding inclusive financial services to all
groups, including children.

To achieve the program, which took
place at the Gymkhana grounds, various
stakeholders were involved, including
parents and their children, who joined
standout players from Simba Sports Club,
such as Shomari Kapombe, Mzamiru Yas-
sin, Ladaki Chasambi, and goalkeeper
Hussein Abel.

Additionally, some players from the
women’s national soccer team (Twiga
Stars), Stumai Abdallah and Fatuma Issa,
were also present.

During the program, the participants
were presented with various prizes, in-
cluding jerseys and balls.

The children had also the opportunity
to participate in various sports programs
under the guidance of successful sports
players in the country, learning different
sports techniques.

Commenting on the program, which
also included financial education for
parents and the importance of saving
for children, as well as prioritizing sports
and children’s talents in upbringing, Ali-
na Kimaryo, the official from the clinic’s
organizers, said that the target group for
the program, expected to take place at
least three times a year, is children aged
six to thirteen, along with their parents
or guardians.

“We believe that a better tomorrow
is prepared today. Through the sports
clinic program, we are preparing a bet-
ter tomorrow for children through their
talents, especially in sports, considering
that sports can be a career. We are also
preparing a better tomorrow for children
by encouraging parents to cultivate a sav-
ings culture for their children,” said Alina.

Yoabu Ndanzi, another official from the
organizers, emphasized that the program

aims to empower parents to recognize
the significance of sports and the tal-
ents their children possess, so they can
respect them and find ways to develop
them.

“We are grateful to see that many par-
ents who have joined us today already
have sufficient understanding of savings,
which is why they have already opened
accounts for their children. We strive to
educate them more about recognizing
the importance of sports and their chil-
dren’s talents considering that sports can
be a career.

“To motivate parents and the chil-
dren themselves, we have brought fa-
mous players from their favorite clubs
participating in the Premier League. We
started with Azam FC players, today we
have brought Simba players, and in the
future, we will bring players from Yanga,
followed by players from other teams as
well,” he said.

The players who participated in the
program praised the organizers for their
efforts in developing soccer in the coun-
try. They were pleased to have the op-
portunity to work with the community,
especially children, as it will greatly help
to encourage them to love the game even
more and make more efforts to achieve
their dreams through sports.

“It has been a great joy for us today,
and for this we congratulate the organiz-
ers for bringing us together with children
whom we were able to play with. We have
taught them a few sports techniques and,
most importantly, we have encouraged
them to continue loving sports while also
focusing on their studies because educa-
tion and sports can definitely go hand in
hand.

“Furthermore, since this program in-
volves parents, we firmly believe that it
will help change their perspectives on
respecting their children’s talents,” said
Simba SC defender Shomari Kapombe.

Some of the participating parents, in-
cluding Tima Mohamed and Khamis Ka-
kolwa, expressed their great interest in
the program, as it encompasses many
important areas beneficial to children,
including sports, financial education and
savings, health, and child upbringing.

Some players from Simba SC, Mzamiru Yassin, Ladaki Chasambi, and goalkeeper Hussein
Abel, greeting some of the children who participated in the children’s sports clinic aimed
at nurturing young talents. The program took place at the Gymkhana grounds in Dar es

Salaam over the weekend.

Hip Hop Asili Festival now
slated for end of this month

By Correspondent Joseph
Mchekadona

THIS year’s edition of Hip Hop Asili
Festival will be held end of this month at
Nafasi Art Gallery in Dar es Salaam, orga-
nizers have disclosed.

Matei Babu, who is one of the organiz-
ers, said the festival will be held for two
days from June 28-29 and more than 50
artists are expected to perform.

This is the fourth time that Hip Hop
Asili Festival is being held and this year’s
event is part of Twende Paris Campaign
and is aimed at motivating young people
to embrace hip hop.

He said the aim is to create a quality
hip hop culture festival which will in-
clude other urban music.

“All preparations for the Twende Par-
is Campaign Games are going on very
well. We will have Hip Hop Asili Festival
at the end of this month. The aim is to
celebrate the hip hop culture as it is rec-
ognized by the United Nations (UN) as an
international youth culture, and also to

celebrate Break-dance which is an ele-
ment of hip hop and now is an Olympic
sport hesaid.

The Twende Paris Campaign was
launched late last year and the event was
graced by Ettien Pellausy, who is the offi-
cer responsible for culture and relations
at the French Embassy in the country.

The Twende Paris Campaign’ is part
of the Paris Olympics legacy, and the
French government agreed to fund
sporting activities which will increase
the hype of the Games and make many
locals embrace and love the Olympics.

To prepare for the campaign, Tanzania
Olympics Committee (TOC) recently or-
ganized a workshop for sports officers
from three regions.

And as part of increasing the hype
of the Paris Olympics, the committee in
conjunction with the Alliance Francaise
de Dar es Salaam organized a fun run,
also the Zanzibar female football U-14
team, Sparks, competed at this year’s edi-
tion of Mondial Pupilles Plomelin Youth
Tournament in France.
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Pass master Kroos
bows out in style as
Champions League
record holder

LONDON

TONI Kroos brought down the curtain on a glori-
ous club career in fitting style as he entered the his-
tory books by winning his sixth Champions League
on Saturday.

Kroos played a key role as Real
drid beat Borussia Dortmund 2-0 at Wembley.

The German, along with teammates Dani Carva-
jal, Nacho and Luka Modric joined Madrid legend
Paco Gento as the most decorated players in Euro-
pean Cup history.

Real boss Carlo Ancelotti said his door remains
open should the 34-year-old have a change of heart
after announcing the shock decision last month
that he will retire after representing his country on
home soil at Euro 2024.

The normally unflappable Kroos had a rare emo-
tive outburst as he punched the air and pointed to
the Madrid club crest when he was replaced by his
long-time comrade Modric with just a few minutes
remaining at Wembley.

“He’s finished at the top. It is not possible to go
out better,” said Ancelotti. “He is a legend of this
club and obviously we all thank him for what he
has done. Not just in his play but his attitude, his
professionalism. He never missed a day in these 10
years. We hope he changes his mind, we are here if
he does.”

Kroos’ Champions League haul ended where it
began, by beating Dortmund at Wembley. He was
a Bayern Munich player when they won the com-
petition at the home of English football in 2013, al-
though injury prevented him from featuring in the
final.

Fresh from helping Germany to win the World
Cup in Brazil, Kroos then joined Madrid in 2014 and
has become part of a generation that has marked a
second era of European domination for the Spanish
giants.

Gento was part of the Madrid side that won the
first five European Cups from 1955 to 1960. Real
have won six Champions Leagues in the past 11 sea-
sons, with Kroos featuring in five of those triumphs.

“I'll miss this,” said Kroos. “Of course I wanted to
say goodbye with this Champions League victory.
The title means an unbelievable amount to me.”

Unsurprisingly, he was at the heart of the action
as Madrid wrestled control away from Dortmund
after a dreadful first half from Ancelotti’s men.

Madrid were fortunate not to trail at half-time
as Karim Adeyemi and Niclas Fuellkrug missed big
chances for Dortmund.

“The first half really wasn’t good from us,” add-
ed Kroos. “Then we got into the game better and
scored the goal. We were fully there and the better
team, but it took a long time until we were the bet-
ter team tonight.”

Kroos began the turn the screw as he completed
the most passes and had the most touches of any-
one on the Wembley turf.

A trademark free-kick that was destined for the
top corner was turned away by Gregor Kobel to
deny him a goodbye goal. But he still had a decisive
part to play as it was from Kroos’ corner that Carva-
jal rose highest to power home the crucial opening
goal.

Vinicius Junior quickly added a second to get the
Madrid party started and allow Kroos a standing
ovation from the travelling thousands from Spain.

More glory could be to come in his swansong af-
ter he ends his international exile to return for Ger-
many at Euro 2024.

Kroos, who had stepped down from international
duty after Germany’s last-16 Euros exit to England
in 2021, has answered the call from manager Julian
Nagelsmann to return for one last major tourna-
ment.

But he has fulfilled his ambition to bow out on his
own terms at the top of the game at club level.

AFP
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Early own-goal gives Ahly 12th
CAF Champions League title

Real Madrid players celebrate with the Champions League trophy after beating Borussia Dortmund at Wembley. Agencies

LONDON
EAL Ma-
drid withstood
a Borussia

Dortmund bar-
rage to win the Cham-
pions League for a 15th
time as Dani Carva-
jal and Vinicius Ju-
nior struck late in a 2-0
win at Wembley on Satur-

day.
Right-back Carvajal
headed in from Toni

Kroos’ corner on 74 min-
utes before Vinicius fired
home to extend the Span-
ish giants’ record as the
most successful club in

Champions League his-
tory.

Madrid have now won
their last nine European
Cup finals and won the
competition six times in
the last 11 seasons.

However, not for the
first time in that run, they
had to rely on some good
fortune as underdogs
Dortmund were left to
bitterly regret not making
the most of their first-half
chances.

Niclas Fuellkrug hit the
post and Karim Adeyemi
failed to convert a one-on-
one with Thibaut Cour-
tois.

Madrid, though, always
seem to find a way in Eu-
rope’s elite competition
and made more history in
London.

“They left us alive with
the game level and in the
second half we started to
play better,” said Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti.

“This squad leaves me
very satisfied because we
don’t always play our best
but we never give up.”

Carvajal, Kroos, Na-
cho and Luka Mo-
dric joined Real legend
Paco Gento as the only
players to win the Euro-
pean Cup six times.

Ancelotti also extended
his record as the most suc-
cessful coach in the com-
petition’s history with his
fifth title.

A record number of
more than 2,500 stewards
were in place at Wembley
with the authorities keen
to avoid a repeat of the
violent scenes that marred
the Euro 2020 final three
years ago when ticketless
fans stormed the turn-
stiles.

But further questions
over the security opera-
tion will be raised as three
pitch invaders were able
to enter the field in the

opening minutes of the
game, with one taking
photos alongside Jude
Bellingham and Vinicius.

The Metropolitan Police
said there had been 53 ar-
rests, including five for
pitch invasions.

- Wasted Dortmund
chances -

Ancelotti said pre-match
he felt “like a lion” after an
afternoon siesta, but his
side were caught napping
for the first 45 minutes as,
roared on by the travelling
thousands from Germany,
Dortmund dominated.

The decision to re-
call Courtois for his first
Champions League ap-
pearance of the season
after a serious knee injury
paid dividends as the Bel-
gian kept his side in the
game.

Dortmund’s best chanc-
es fell to Adeyemi as Car-
vajal could not deal with
the German internation-
al’s pace.

A brilliant pass by Mats
Hummels put Adeyemi
clean through, but he took
a heavy touch under pres-
sure from Courtois and
ran too wide before his
shot was blocked by Car-
vajal.

Fuellkrug’s barrel-chest-
ed physique has made him
a fan favourite in his first
season at Dortmund.

The German interna-
tional striker came closest
to breaking the deadlock
before half-time when his
effort from Ian Maatsen’s
through ball came back off
the inside of the post.

Adeyemi was then de-
nied once more by Cour-
tois from a narrow angle
and Fuellkrug could not
twist his frame to turn in
the rebound.

“We didn’t show the effi-
ciency to score,” said Dort-
mund boss Edin Terzic.

“We were close to tak-
ing the lead but then there
was a momentum shift
where the game turned
around and you see why
they are the champions of
this competition.”

Ancelotti, Nacho and
Modric were keen to
stress on the eve of the
match that Madrid’s habit
of finding a way to get over
the line in the Champions
League was no coinci-
dence.

Having ridden their luck
once more in the first half,
the Spanish champions
found their feet in the sec-
ond period.

Gregor Kobel was final-
ly forced into a save on 48
minutes from Kroos, who
came close to marking
the final game of his club
career with a spectacular
free-kick.

Bellingham was mould-
ed into a world star during
three years at Dortmund
before leaving for Madrid
12 months ago for more
than 100 million euros
($108 million).

The England interna-
tional was inches away
from biting the hand that
used to feed him as he
just could not get a telling
touch on Vinicius’ teasing
Cross.
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Dortmund face
tough challenges
after Champions
League defeat

LONDON

THEY threatened to
shock Real Madrid in
the Champions League
final on Saturday before
succumbing to a bit-
ter 2-0 defeat at Wemb-
ley, but Borussia Dort-
mund face an uncertain
future.

The German underdogs
carved out several chanc-
es in the first half and
had Real on the back foot,
with Niclas Fuellkrug hit-
ting the inside of the post
and Karim Adeyemi trou-
bling the Madrid defence
with his speed.

On another night, with
a little more luck and
perhaps some more com-
posure in front of goal,
Dortmund could have
produced one of the most
unlikely victories in recent
Champions League histo-
ry. But Real, as they have
done so often in this tour-
nament, waited for their
chance and struck, Dani
Carvajal heading in after
74 minutes.

The goal cut Dortmund’s
stubborn resistance
and Vinicius Junior add-
ed a second eight minutes
later to put Madrid on
course for a 15th Champi-
ons League trophy.

The fight and resilience
shown by Dortmund
throughout the run to the
final will give them plenty
to draw from, as will the
performances of Julian
Brandt, Karim Adeyemi

and Gregor Kobel, who
are set to stay.

But the effort should not
obscure the true nature of
the task at hand for a club
who have just finished
fifth in the Bundesliga, a
whopping 27 points be-
hind Bayer Leverkusen,
and are in a period of up-
heaval.

- Terzic to stay -

For a club of Dort-
mund’s resources and his-
tory, there should be no
shame in losing narrowly
to Real Madrid.

Several excellent sides
have also fallen at the final
hurdle against Madrid, in-
cluding the best versions
of Jurgen Klopp’s Liver-
pool and Diego Simeone’s
Atletico Madrid.

Tipped to not even
make it out of a group
featuring Paris Saint-Ger-
main, Newcastle and AC
Milan, Dortmund quali-
fied first.

They made it past Dutch
champions PSV Eind-
hoven, Atletico Madrid
and then PSG and Kyl-
ian Mbappe again in the
semis, before reaching
the final for the third time
in their history.

Backed by a passionate
travelling support, the
winners in 1997 had come
close to giving stalwarts
Marco Reus and Mats
Hummels a chance of re-
demption, 11 years after
they were part of the team
that lost at the same ven-

Marco Reus was left dejected by Dortmund’s defeat in
his last game for the club - his departure is one of the
challenges facing them. Agencies

ue to domestic rivals Bay-
ern Munich.

The deep run means
coach Edin Terzic, who
narrowly escaped the sack
twice after poor showings
in the league this season,

will be backed to contin-
ue, with club CEO Hans-
Joachim Watzke a strong
advocate.

Reus was playing his fi-
nal game for the club and
along with Hummels’ like-
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ly exit, Dortmund are los-
ing a wealth of experience
and class in key positions.

Both players had also
fallen out with Terzic, par-
ticularly Hummels who
criticised the coach’s de-
fensive approach in inter-
views before Saturday’s
match.

Only twice during the
knockout rounds did
Dortmund have more pos-
session than their oppo-
nents -- both times against
Atletico -- with even PSV
seeing more of the ball.

While the approach
worked on the European
stage against teams used
to having more of the ball,
its limitations were clear
in the Bundesliga, where
Dortmund struggled to
break down smaller sides
who sat deep.

Bundesliga win-
ners Bayer Leverkusen
and surprise runners
up Stuttgart, the two
most impressive teams
in Germany this season,
each earned 40 points
more than their previ-
ous campaign thanks to
a pass-heavy, possession-
based approach.

- Financial challenges -
Dortmund, under sport-
ing director Sebastian

Kehl, have also undertak-
en a marked shift in the

way they sign players.
Known as cultiva-
tors of future football
talents such as Erling
Haaland and Jude Bell-
ingham, Dortmund have
shifted towards signing
established stars in recent
seasons as other clubs
have copied their ap-

proach.
The change brought
stability and a long

run in the Champions
League, but for the first
time in a decade there
is no obvious Haaland,
Bellingham, Ousmane
Dembele or Christian Pu-
lisic waiting in the wings
-- which will have finan-
cial implications.
Dortmund, a member-
run club financially reli-
ant on European compe-
titions, will benefit from
their run to the final and
have qualified for the FIFA
Club World Cup, but are
still likely to be deprived
of funds to undertake a
major rebuilding effort .
Dortmund’s  financial
model has relied on in-
come generated from sell-
ing top talents but their
two most exciting young-
sters -- Sancho and Ian
Maatsen -- are on loan
and belong to Manches-
ter United and Chel-
sea respectively.
AFP
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Kelvin John joins
Denmark top flight
team on a free transfer

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi & Agencies

TANZANIAN striker Kelvin Pius John has joined Den-
mark’s Aalborg BK, also referred to as AaB, after his con-
tract expired at KRC Genk.

The 20-year-old striker on Friday moved from Bel-
gium’s KRC Genk to Aalborg BK, who recently secured
promotion back to the 2024/2025 Danish SuperLiga

John, who joined the Belgian side in 2021, moved to
Aaalborg Bk on a free transfer for more game time at the
senior team.

He has mainly appeared for Jong Genk in the second-
best Belgian series, with 41 official matches, four goals,
and eight assists.

He also appeared in one official match for KRC Genk
and has, for the last year, been called to the Tanzania na-
tional senior team.

John is a right-footed player who primarily plays as
a centre-forward and has occupied the position for his
country at the under-17 and under-20 levels.

He is usually playing as a lone striker in a 4-3-3 forma-
tion, although he can also play as a left-winger in the
same formation.

The striker, who signed a contract until June 2028,
joins another player from East Africa, Richard Odada, a
Kenyan international.

“The very first time AaB showed interest, I was deter-
mined to come here. Through my conversations with the
club, I have gotten a good impression of the setup and,
not least, the style of play that the club wants to practice,
and it suits me perfectly,” said John.

Ole Jan Kappmeier, the Aalborg BK Sporting Director,
said John is a breakthrough player who they believe can
develop further in AaB.

“He has speed, is a good dribbler, and is thus strong
one-on-one, and we see him as an exciting addition to
our squad,” added Kappmeier.

SPOR
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By Correspondent Michael
Mwebe

HE Tanzania na-
tional football
team, Taifa Stars,
settled for a goal-

less draw with Indonesia

in an international friend-
ly match yesterday at the

Madya Stadium in Jakarta.

With Young Africans and
Azam FC facing off in later
yesterday’s Federation Cup
final, Taifa Stars under care-
taker coach Hemed ‘Mo-
rocco’ Suleiman had several
players absent for the warm-
up game.

The Yanga players who
missed the game are About-
walib Mshery, Bakari Mwam-
nyeto, Ibrahim Bacca, Nick-
son Kibabage, Mudathir
Yahya and Clement Mzize, in
addition to Azam FC’s Lusajo
Mwaikenda, Pascal Msindo,
Nathaniel Chilambo, Feisal
Salum, Yahya Zayd and Ab-
dulhamis Suleiman.

It came as no surprise
when coach Morocco hand-
ed six players their interna-
tional debut or first starts for
Taifa Stars.

Ali Salim, Lameck Lawi,
Mukrim Issa, Edwin Balua,
Yusuph Kagoma, Miano Dani-
lo and Waziri Junior started
the game.

Himid Mao and Mohamed
Hussein were the only expe-
rienced players in the start-
ing eleven.

Cheered by a passionate
and decent crowd, hosts
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Indonesia held by Taifa Stars in
international friendly tie

Taifa Stars forward Waziri Junior dribbles past Indonesia’s defender during an international friendly match held at the Madya Stadium,
in Jakarta yesterday. Taifa Stars and hosts Indonesia settled for a goalless draw. Photo: Courtesy of TFF

Indonesia dominated the
friendly meant to prepare
both teams for their World
Cup qualifiers but failed to
create clear-cut chances.
Taifa Stars used quick
counterattacks and managed
to breach the Indonesia de-
fence but failed to find the
back of the net confirming
the team’s inability to turn
their chances into goals.
Midway into the second
half, starter Waziri Junior
missed from close range af-
ter shooting straight at the
goalkeeper when he was

through on goal.

That was his final contribu-
tion for the day as Ibrahim
Ahmada took his place a min-
ute later.

Defender Danilo and mid-
fielder Abraham also paved
the way for Laurian Makame
and Ben Starkie as coach
Morocco tried to contain the
increasing pressure from the
hosts.

However, the changes af-
forded Indonesia more room
to press high, in efforts that
saw them come very close
to finding the winner when

they hit the crossbar in the
76th minute.

Tanzania is currently
ranked higher than Indone-
sia in the FIFA World Rank-
ings. Tanzania is in the 119th
place, while Indonesia is
fifteen places behind in the
134th spot in the world rank-
ings.

Taifa Stars are scheduled
to face Zambia in a 2026
World Cup qualifier away
game next week.

In the 2026 FIFA World
Cup qualification, Tanzania
is in CAF group E alongside

Morocco, DR Congo, Zambia,

and Niger.

Eritrea  withdrew  be-
fore the first matches were
played.

Taifa Stars began their
campaign with a 1-0 away
victory over Niger before
falling to a 2-O home defeat
in the hands of group favou-
rites Morocco in November
last year.

As a result, Taifa Stars are
fourth in their group though
tied on points with Morocco,
Zambia and Niger.

Ivan Ismail stars as Pak Stars clobber TCA
Combine in TCA Dar Div A 50 Overs League

By Guardian Corre-
spondent

THE 2024 Dar es Salaam
Cricket (DC) Division A 50
Overs League resumed re-
cently with two thrilling
matches that showcased
the competitive spirit of
the participating teams.

The games took place
at the Dar es Salaam Gym-
khana Club and Leaders
Club grounds, featuring
impressive performances
and narrow victories.

Pak Stars A made a pow-
erful comeback in the
tournament with a com-
manding victory, wallop-
ing the TCA Combine by
209 runs in a tie that took
place at the Dar es Salaam
Gymkhana Club’s ground.

Batting first, the star-
studded Pak Stars A
amassed an imposing total
of 350/7 in the allotted 50
overs.

The opener Ivan Ismail
was the star of the show
for the batting squad, scor-
ing a remarkable century,
having registered 140 runs
off 101 balls.

There was moreover
stellar showing by expe-
rienced cricketers Kashif
Adnan, Mohamed Omary,
Zamoyoni Ramadhan, and
Zafar Khan who ended
with 43 runs, 33 runs, 28
runs, and 25 runs respec-
tively.

In response, TCA Com-
bine struggled against the
experienced Pak Stars A’s
bowling attack and was ul-

timately bowled out for 141
runs in 45.5 overs.

Significant showing with
the bat during the TCA
Combine’s fruitless chase
was showcased by skip-
per Mohamed Simba, who
ended as the top run-get-
ter having posted 58 runs.
Fellow batsman Emmanu-
el Laurent chipped in with
17 runs.

The TCA Combine team
is composed of youthful
cricketers aged below 19
and participants from low-
er divisions, offering them
an opportunity to compete
in the top division.

The clash was a valuable
learning experience for
the TCA Combine cricket-
ers, who showed resilience
and gained invaluable ex-
posure against seasoned
players.

In a closely contested
match pitting Delaware
Upanga SC A vs Caravans
A, the latter emerged victo-
rious in a low-scoring affair
that took place at Leaders
Club ground- beating the
former by two wickets.

Delaware Upanga SC A
were bowled out for 133
runs in 42.3 overs after
they had the chance to
bat first. Caravans A faced
a challenging chase but
managed to secure a nar-
row victory, reaching 134/8
in 33 overs.

The win propelled Cara-
vans A to the top of Group
A, while Delaware Upanga
SC A is now sitting second.

The DC Division A 50

Overs League is set to con-
tinue this weekend, with
teams vying for crucial
points and positions in the
standings.

Fans can look forward
to more exciting matches
as the league progresses,

showcasing top-notch
cricket and intense com-
petition.

Meanwhile, DC Secre-
tary Adil Kassam and Cara-
vans Cricket Club’s CEO
Vipin Abraham discussed
the current state of club
cricket in Dar es Salaam
and the upcoming Cara-
vans T20 Cup in a recent
interview with a domestic
Television station.

Kassam outlined the ef-
forts to complete the DC
Division B 30 Overs tour-
nament, noting that its
winner would secure a

spot in the Caravans T20
Cup.

He mentioned clubs that
make Division A - which
have confirmed to par-
ticipate - as Agan Khan SC,
Aces Club, Lions A, Lions
B, Pak Stars A, Pak Stars B,
Strikers, Delaware Upanga
A, and the host Caravans
Cricket Club.

The 10th team will be
the DC Division B 30 Overs
tournament  champion.
The Caravans T20 Cup has
been scheduled to start on
June 15 and continue un-
til either late July or early
August, depending on the
fixture outcomes.

The Caravans Cricket
Club CEO, Abraham, high-
lighted the club’s annual
commitment to enhance
the competition and over-
all standard of the tourna-

ment.

This year, the club has
the backing of all partici-
pating teams, which are
investing in foreign play-
ers to elevate the tourna-
ment’s quality.

This initiative provides
local talent with the op-
portunity to gain valu-
able experience by play-
ing alongside professional
cricketers.

Abraham also reflected
on the Caravans T20 Cup’s
modest beginnings and its
evolution into the coun-
try’s most prestigious club
cricket tournament.

He emphasized that the
tournament would not be
organized smoothly with-
out the wholehearted sup-
port of sponsors who are
committed to promoting
cricket in Tanzania.

Pak Stars A cricket team’s Ivan Ismail (L) is pictured getting the Player of the Match prize
from match umpire Abdulsamad Ahmed upon the conclusion of the 2024 Dar es Salaam
Cricket (DC) Division A 50 Overs League duel between the outfit and TCA Combine that
took place in the city recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION
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