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Mainland vice chairman Tundu Lissu and 
northern zone chairman Godbless Lema. 

Others include officials Peter Lazaro, 
Sheikh Omari Fakhi, Revocatus Mlay, 
Paulo Musisi, Shabani Kinde, Abubakar 
Mugalu, Emmanuel Ntobi, Sylvester Satu, 
Rachel Mlondela, Mary Nungi and Bakari 
Salum. 

He said the police force was implement-
ing strategies to prevent unrest and en-
sure peace in the city, urging city residents 
not to engage with “criminal groups,” as 
such actions will have legal consequences.

John Mrema, the party’s director of pro-
tocol, communication and external affairs, 
said in a statement that eight leaders, se-
curity guards and staff at party headquar-
ters, along with over 40 members, were 
detained. 

Others that the zonal police chief did 
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By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

T
he Tanzania Investment 
Centre (TIC) is actively 
promoting foreign invest-
ment in the nation’s fin-

tech startups, which play a vital role 
in addressing financial challenges 
and fostering economic develop-
ment.

At the recent PesaTech networking 
event and Demo Day held in Dar es 
Salaam, TIC’s Director of Research 
and Information Systems Leopard 
Shayo, underscored the significance 
of supporting local innovators, par-
ticularly the youth, who are essential 
in creating innovative solutions.

Shayo emphasized that many 
fintech innovators in Tanzania are 
young and possess a strong spirit of 
creativity and quick thinking. 

he urged investors to support 
these emerging talents by investing 
in technology. “Our youth are skilled 
and brimming with innovative ideas; 
attracting investors in this field can 
significantly contribute to our eco-
nomic growth,” he stated.

The TIC is making concerted ef-
forts to create a favorable invest-
ment climate, ensuring that foreign 
investors, especially newcomers, can 
navigate the market with ease. Shayo 
mentioned TIC’s initiatives to con-
nect startups with international part-

Tanzania boosts foreign investment in fintech startups

By Guardian Reporter

LIfezOne Metals Limited in partnership with BhP have announced the commence-ment of the project financing process for the Kabanga nickel Project in Tanzania, which the government owns 16 percent share.
Lifezone Chief executive Officer, Chris Showalter announced yesterday in a state-ment that the company has received a Let-ter of Interest from the US International Development finance Corporation (DfC) that expressed DfC’s interest in considering the Project for loans as part of the Project’s financing package.

Showalter also commented: “The initia-tion of the project financing process with Societe Generale is a crucial next step in securing the funding required for Kabanga, and is yet another indicator of the strategic importance of the Project to our global part-ners. With DfC’s interest in supporting Ka-banga, the US government clearly recogniz-es the critical role that sustainable mineral development in Africa plays in the global energy transition. Today’s announcement reinforces this vision and again highlights the strong relationship between the United States and Tanzania.”
DfC is America’s development finance in-stitution. It partners with the private sector to finance solutions to the most critical chal-lenges facing the developing world today across sectors including energy, infrastruc-ture, healthcare, agriculture, and financial services. 

DfC investments adhere to high stand-ards and respect the environment, human rights, and worker rights.
Minister of Minerals, Anthony Mavunde, welcomed the news, saying: “The Kabanga nickel Project is a model example of the Government of Tanzania’s commitment to fostering sustainable development and economic growth for the benefit of Tanza-nia and Tanzanians. We are delighted with the announcement that DfC has signed a Letter of Interest for project finance of Ka-banga. Building on the 2023 visit to Tanza-nia by Vice President harris, DfC’s action shows that Tanzania and the United States continue to develop a strong economic partnership founded on a shared vision for sustainable development and we are look-ing forward to further developing our rela-tionship to pursue our common goals.”

Mavunde said this project will not only boost the country’s economy regionally and nationally, but also position Tanzania as a leading international player in the global nickel market, contributing significantly to 

Lifezone initiates project financing for Kabanga nickel project 

ners, highlighting the need for investments that nurture local fintech expertise.
“We have the human resources and skills necessary for innovation. By attracting in-vestors, we can cultivate a workforce that will enhance our economic landscape,” he noted. 

he urged universities to prioritize tech-nology and innovation, suggesting that uti-lizing tech hubs and online resources could further empower youth to compete in the fintech sector globally.
Shayo praised PesaTech Accelerator for its role in supporting young innovators who address local challenges through technol-ogy, particularly in finance. he highlighted the transformative impact of fintech on the economy, noting its potential to enhance financial ecosystems and promote inclusiv-ity. for instance, fintech solutions can help farmers’ access funds, enabling them to invest in modern tools and hire labor, thus improving their productivity.

“fintech also facilitates quicker access to capital for SMes, provides online account-ing tools, and streamlines payment process-es, allowing them to scale operations more effectively,” he added.
Ivana Damjanov, UnCDf’s country lead for Tanzania, emphasized fintech’s critical role in promoting financial inclusion and called for more partnerships to bolster these initiatives. She described PesaTech not just as an accelerator but as a vital play-er in Tanzania’s broader transformation vi-sion.

Damjanov noted the success of the current fin-tech cohort, which features a significant number of female-led startups and has expanded its geo-graphical reach to five regions: Mbeya, Dodoma, Dar es Salaam, Morogoro, and Arusha. This pro-gress reflects growing awareness and interest in fintech across the country, as well as an increase in female entrepreneurship within the sector.With support from nMB Bank, many applicants accessed capital and engaged in valuable dia-logues with various bank departments, fostering effective collaborations. “The future of fintech in Tanzania looks promising, and PesaTech will con-tinue to nurture the next generation of fintech en-trepreneurs,” she affirmed.

Tian zhang, UnCDf’s project manager, shared insights into the PesaTech Accelerator’s evolution, detailing the extensive training, mentoring, and fi-nancial support provided to participants, ranging from $5,000 to $15,000 per startup.
edger Masatu, UnCDf Innovations Analyst, stressed the goal of empowering fintech entre-preneurs to tackle various challenges through in-novative solutions that assist financial institutions in reaching diverse sectors like agriculture, educa-tion, health, and transportation.

he highlighted successful startups such as hashtech Tanzania, which utilizes IoT and elec-tronic ticketing to combat fraud via the Mysafari app; Swahilies, which offers digital management 

the global energy transition.
Scott nathan, Chief executive Officer of DfC added: “DfC is helping to advance the global energy transition through projects that drive sustainable development and eco-nomic growth. The Kabanga nickel Project represents a significant opportunity to ad-vance responsible mineral development in Tanzania, diversifying critical supply chains and fostering economic resilience in the re-gion.”

The DfC loan application would initiate a comprehensive review process; this follows Lifezone’s August 27, 2024 announcement that DfC would be evaluating political risk insurance coverage for future investments in Kabanga.
Kabanga is one of the world’s largest and highest-grade undeveloped nickel sulfide deposits. By utilizing Lifezone’s hydromet technology, the project is expected to signifi-cantly reduce emissions compared to tradi-tional smelting methods.

Kabanga is supported by the Partnership of Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGI), which is a values-driven, high-impact, and transparent infrastructure partnership that was created to meet the enormous infrastructure needs of low- and middle-income countries and to support the United States’ and its allies’ economic and national 

security interests. 
Kabanga is also recognized as a project within the Minerals Security Partnership, a collaboration of 14 countries and the eU to catalyze public and private investment in responsible critical minerals supply chains globally.

Also, Societe Generale has been appoint-ed as the lead financial advisor to Kabanga nickel Limited, a subsidiary of Lifezone that is managed by Lifezone and in which BhP has a 17 percent interest.
Lenaig Trenaux, Global head of Batteries, Mining and Industries, Societe Generale, commented: “Societe Generale supports its clients in the energy transition, through dedicated solutions, and a commitment to contribute to sustainable finance. We are very pleased to be working jointly with Life-zone Metals and BhP to deliver the Kabanga nickel Project, aiming to foster development in Tanzania and feed the energy transition with a large volume of low carbon critical mineral.”

Societe Generale brings world-leading expertise in large-scale debt financing for mining projects globally. In cooperation with BhP, Lifezone and Societe Generale will look to optimize Kabanga’s capital struc-ture through a combination of multi-source project-level debt and equity.

tools for SMes; and MeDPACK, which 
enhances the procurement and dis-
tribution of medical supplies through 
advanced financial technologies.

“Our mission is to ensure that every 
Tanzanian benefits from digital and 
economic inclusion, as these fintech 
solutions improve accessibility, secu-
rity, and efficiency, ultimately driving 
economic growth across sectors,” Ma-
satu stated.

Joshua Silayo, managing director 
of Anza entrepreneurs, emphasized 
that robust partnerships among en-
trepreneurs, investors, and stake-
holders are crucial for developing a 
sustainable fintech ecosystem in Tan-
zania. 

he explained that the selection 
process for the ten fintech startups 
began last year with 70 applicants, ul-
timately narrowing down to the cho-
sen few who each received $5,000 to 
address identified gaps in the fintech 
landscape.

“The selection process took eleven 
months, during which we provided 
comprehensive training in finance, 
technology, and entrepreneurship, 
while also connecting startups with 
stakeholders,” Silayo noted.

furthermore, the selected startups 
had the opportunity to visit Kenya, 
where they engaged with key players 
in the fintech industry at the Africa 
Technology Summit.

Village secures forest land rights 
after 20-year boundary dispute

By Correspondent Beatrice Philemon

A 
total of 2,500 villagers from 
Lusane village in Tunguli 
ward, Kilindi District, Tanga 
Region, now have legal rights to the Oloilili Village land forest. 

This development comes as the long-standing 20-year boundary dispute be-tween Lusane and Kitingi villages has finally been resolved, paving the way for the establishment of Community-Based forest Management (CBfM).
Speaking at the 24th Annual General Meeting of the Tanzania Community for-est Conservation network (MJUMITA) held in Morogoro, Lusane village chair-man, Isaya Paramisa, expressed his grati-tude to MJUMITA and the Tanzania forest Conservation Group (TfCG). 

he commended the groups for their efforts in resolving the conflict and fa-cilitating discussions with village lead-ers, religious elders, party officials, ward councilors, district authorities, and lands officers from Kilindi district.
“We are deeply thankful to MJUMITA and TfCG for helping us engage with all stakeholders, from religious and tradi-tional leaders to government officials. Their efforts have helped us finally re-solve a conflict that has persisted since 1997,” Paramisa stated.

As a result of the resolution, Lusane vil-lage has allocated 1,225 hectares of land to address community needs. Beacons have been installed to clearly mark the bounda-ries between the two villages, and Lusane now has a formal village land use plan. This plan allocates land for various pur-poses, including livestock keeping, agri-culture, water sources, sustainable timber harvesting, and most notably, the estab-lishment of a Village Land forest Reserve under the CBfM framework.
The establishment of the forest reserve is expected to promote sustainable for-est management, provide income for vil-lage development projects, protect wa-ter sources, and combat deforestation, which is a significant contributor to cli-mate change.

Paramisa praised MJUMITA and TfCG for training 14 members of the Village Land Use Management Committee on land use planning. 
This training empowered the village to successfully implement its land use 

plans. Additionally, members of the Village natural Resources Committee (VnRC) received training on forest man-agement techniques, including the use of Global Positioning System (GPS) tech-nology to designate specific plots for sus-tainable timber harvesting.
“Thanks to the support of Peter Ibra-him and Simon Lugazo from TfCG and MJUMITA, we were able to overcome this challenge and establish a village land for-est reserve. Without their assistance, this would not have been possible,” Paramisa said.

he explained that earlier this year, a team of conservation experts from MJU-MITA and TfCG visited Lusane village to educate the residents on land use plan-ning. During the visit, the villagers shared that they had been unable to create land use plans due to the unresolved boundary conflict with Kitingi village. following this discussion, MJUMITA and TfCG committed to helping resolve the issue.
Over a series of meetings with village councils, traditional elders, and religious leaders from both villages, the root of the conflict, a 2,450-hectare area in Kwedi-boko, was identified. This area, home to a primary school and bordering a protected forest, had been the focus of the dispute.After careful assessment by land experts, it was agreed that the land would be divid-ed equally, with each village receiving 1,225 hectares. Both villages accepted this pro-posal, putting an end to the two-decade-long dispute.

Peter Ibrahim, a project officer at TfCG, announced that Lusane villagers will soon begin benefiting from the Oloilili Village land forest reserve. Indigenous tree species suitable for sustainable timber harvesting have already been identified, and forest assessments are ongoing to determine the full potential for timber extraction.
napoleon Mlowe, natural Resource Of-ficer for handeni District Council, empha-sized that designating village land as forest reserves is crucial for preventing defor-estation and mitigating the effects of ille-gal activities that have damaged forests in many parts of the country.

This workshop was organized by MJU-MITA with support from the African Visionary fund, Maliasili: Investing in People for nature, and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

Page 13

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporters 

POLICE yesterday contained protests 
by members of the opposition Chade-
ma in various areas of Dar es Salaam, 
which at some point resulted in con-
frontations. 

SACP Jumanne Muliro, the Dar es Sa-
laam special police zone commander, 

told journalists that 14 party leaders 
and members had been arrested for 
defying a police ban on demonstrations 
issued on September 12.

He said that recent statements from 
Chadema leaders suggested potential 
unrest and instilled fear among the 
public, listing those arrested as includ-
ing party chairman Freeman Mbowe, TURN TO PAGE 2

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

STAKEHOLDERS in the livestock sec-
tor are taking stock of achievements in 
the livestock master plan rolled out in 
2017, ahead of the launch of a new five-
year plan for the sector.

Abdallah Ulega (pictured), the Live-
stock and Fisheries minister, officiated 
at the opening of a meeting bringing 
together development partners, the 
private sector, civil society and the me-
dia, where he asked the participants to 
critically discuss what to improve in the 
2022/23-2026/27 plan.

The Livestock Sector Transforma-
tion Plan (LSTP) is expected to build 

Livestock sector 
stakeholders sit
consult to ahead 
of strategic plan

TURN TO PAGE 2

Police curb Chadema 
protests, detaining 14

‘Mandatory travel insurance
could help rival destinations’

Songea Airport ready
for nonstop operations
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By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

COMPETING destinations like Mauritius 
and the Seychelles, lacking mandatory health 
insurance policy usable within Zanzibar, may 
start becoming more attractive to potential 
visitors.

Ephata Nanyaro, the Tanzania Local Tour 
Operators (TLTO) public relations officer, said 
in a statement yesterday that the formally ap-
proved mandatory travel insurance, contains 
seeds of destruction in the local tourism indus-
try.

The statement comes up as more tourism 
sector operators raise caution to the Zanzibar 
authorities on the formal start of the $44 man-
datory travel insurance requirement set to kick 
off on Tuesday next week.

An explicit insurance policy will be required 
for all foreign tourists visiting Zanzibar in ad-
dition to the Tanzania e-Visa, which he said 
would have a negative impact on both travel-
lers and local tourism businesses.

It potentially alters the appeal of Zanzibar 
as a vacation destination, he said, noting that 
Zanzibar has traditionally been seen as an af-

fordable option for travellers seeking beautiful 
beaches and rich culture.

However, the new cost of mandatory travel 
insurance may deter budget tourists, especially 
those who have become more cautious about 
spending in the post-pandemic period, he as-
serted.

Zanzibar technocrats are seemingly unaware 
that foreign travellers already have travel insur-
ance usually tied with credit cards or as em-
ployer benefits, he said, noting that having to 
purchase additional local insurance may frus-
trate many of them.

Perceptions that Zanzibar regulations are 
overly burdensome will come up, affecting the 
island’s reputation as a hassle-free travel op-
tion, he asserted, noting his experience as tour 
guide and tour operator.

Tourists often prefer insurance plans that 
cater to their specific needs, such as coverage 
for adventurous activities or pre-existing medi-
cal conditions, he pointed out, underlining that 
by mandating a particular insurance policy, 
Zanzibar risks alienating those who value the 
freedom to choose coverage tailored to their 
unique circumstances.

Zanzibar’s tourism industry, which relies on 
both budget and luxury travellers may strug-
gle as the new insurance requirement raises 
overall travel costs, This will touch off a decline 
in tourist numbers and revenue for local busi-
nesses, he specified, elaborating that increased 
costs and hassle associated with mandatory in-
surance may lead to a reduction in bookings for 

 “Repeat visitors in 
particular might 

reconsider their travel 
plans if they feel 

constrained by the new 
insurance requirement, 

opting instead for 
locations with fewer 

restrictions” 

Opposition Chadema national Chairman Freeman Mbowe shows the victory 
sign from inside a police car in Dar es Salaam yesterday morning shortly af-
ter he was arrested apparently in connection with alleged participation in a 
banned protest march. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Page 19

DAVIDS PROUD SIMBA 
STUCK WITH ITS GAME PLAN 

TO BEAT AL AHLI TRIPOLI 

MAN CITY AND ARSENAL 
LOOK READY TO GO THE 

DISTANCE AGAIN IN 
PREMIER LEAGUE AFTER 

2-2 DRAW 

Page 20

SPORTS  

By Getrude Mbago

SONGEA Airport is poised to begin 
around-the-clock operations following 
the completion of a 40.87bn/- rehabilita-
tion and expansion project.

Abdul Mombokaleo, the Tanzania 
Airports Authority (TAA) director gen-
eral, made this observation when brief-
ing President Samia Suluhu Hassan on 
the airport expansion project, with the 

project expected to unlock economic 
opportunities for local investors in Ru-
vuma Region.

The airport’s runway has undergone 
significant rehabilitation, increasing in 
length from 1,625 meters to 1,860 me-
ters, with its width expanded from 23 
meters to 30 meters, which stakehold-
ers say meets specifications of the In-
ternational Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO).

This will ensure that 
Zanzibar remains an 
appealing destination 
in a competitive market

Samia wants leveraging cultural assets for tourism
Mohamed Besta, the Tanzania National 

Roads Agency (Tanroads) chief execu-
tive officer, said that an apron has been 
enlarged to accommodate four Q400 air-
craft and three light aircraft, with renova-
tions to the passenger terminal nearing 
completion.

The TAA executive affirmed that the 
project improves available opportunities 
in Ruvuma Region, while the agency plans 

Mbowe family members, 
reporters arrested, later released 
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to operate the airport in a manner 
similar to Songwe and Arusha air-
ports.

“We expect considerable rise in 
passenger traffic through Songea 
Airport,” he stated, while Works 
minister Innocent Bashungwa said 
that renovation has enabled Air 
Tanzania Co. Ltd (ATCL) to schedule 
flights to Songea three times a week.

President Samia was on the first 
day of a six-day working visit to Ru-
vuma Region, to inspect develop-
ment projects, visit historical sites 
and engage with local communities.

At her first rally, the president 
emphasized the need for tourism 
stakeholders to invest in innovative 
strategies to transform the coun-
try’s rich culture into viable busi-
ness opportunities.

By leveraging cultural assets 
stakeholders can enhance tourism 
and contribute to economic growth, 
she said, wrapping up the third na-
tional cultural festival at MajiMaji 
Stadium in Songea municipality 
yesterday.

President Samia underscored the 
vital role of culture in the nation’s 
livelihood, urging its protection and 
promotion to raise global aware-
ness.

“We must view our culture 
through a commercial lens, pro-
mote it and leverage it to generate 
income. Our traditional products 
and innovations, if harnessed effec-
tively, can significantly transform 
local economies,” she stated. The 
National Arts Council (BASATA) and 
other relevant authorities to ensure 
effective oversight of the cultural 
sector to achieve the goals.

She further stressed the impor-
tance of aligning development with 
local customs and traditions, as 
straying from or undermining the 
traditions could lead to societal re-
gression.

“Embracing what is not ours is 
akin to slavery. We must invest our 
efforts in promoting what we pos-
sess to attract visitors and foster de-
velopment,” she said.

She said that the government is 
rekindling efforts of founder presi-
dent Julius Nyerere who devoted 
much energy to protect culture. 
The festivals set to be held in every 
region aim to develop, promote and 
protect Tanzanian culture and tra-
ditions, she stated.

Theo government intends to set 
up 100 Kiswahili teaching centres in 
various countries, part of a broader 
initiative to market the language 
globally.

“Given its growing international 
significance, these centres will help 
the Diaspora learn and teach others 
about our language and culture,” 
she said, similarly raising the stony 
issue of moral decay.

She said the problem is first locat-
ed at the family level, urging parents 
to closely monitor their children’s 
behaviour as the rapid advance-
ment of technology was challenging 
our culture and customs.

The Ministry of Culture, Arts and 
Sports needs to collaborate with 
stakeholders in developing recom-
mendations to combat moral decay, 
she said, to which the minister,

Dr Damas Ndumbaro said the 
government will persist in invest-
ing in the sector, affirming that it is 
currently experiencing a 17 percent 
growth rate.

“President Samia has shown great 
commitment to promoting this sec-
tor, allocating substantial funds to 
support projects, including loans 
for artists,” he declared, highlight-
ing the festival’s emphasis on em-
bracing President Samia’s 4Rs phi-
losophy of reconciliation, resilience, 
reform and rebuilding.

This is essential for addressing 
contemporary social, political and 
economic challenges, he added.

Songea Airport ready
for nonstop operations
FROM PAGE 1

President Samia Suluhu Hassan pictured at Songea Airport yesterday shortly after jetting in at the start of a working tour of Ruvuma Region. Photo: State 
House

tour operators, travel agencies and 
airlines promoting Zanzibar.

 “Repeat visitors in particular 
might reconsider their travel plans 
if they feel constrained by the new 
insurance requirement, opting in-
stead for locations with fewer re-

strictions,” he stated.
Local businesses will face new 

operational hurdles as they adapt 
to the mandatory insurance policy, 
in educating clients about the new 
requirements and ensuring compli-
ance as it will demand additional 
resources, thus higher operational 
costs.

Managing customer dissatis-
faction regarding the insurance 
mandate could further strain local 
providers, as mandatory travel in-
surance for visitors to Zanzibar is 
supposedly intended to enhance 
traveller safety.

Yet its financial implications may 
deter visitors and complicate opera-

tions for local tourism businesses, 
in which case the Tanzania Local 
Tour Operators needs to advocate 
for a balanced approach that pro-
tects both tourists and the local 
tourism economy. This will ensure 
that Zanzibar remains an appealing 
destination in a competitive market, 
the statement added

‘Mandatory travel insurance could help rival destinations’
FROM PAGE 1

on the successes of earlier plans 
to strengthen breeding and ani-
mal health programmes, he said, 
elaborating that LSPT provides sec-
tor actors with evidence on where 
to invest in the livestock sector 
to achieve national development 
goals.

It is also designed to meet re-
gional and global commitments 
such as the Comprehensive African 
Agriculture Development Program 
(CAADP) and the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).

The original plan was launched 
in 2017 as a collaborative develop-
ment plan between the govern-
ment, the private sector and non-
governmental organizations, to 

identify and strengthen priority 
livestock value chains and produc-
tion systems, he said.

“Its goal was to translate national 
livestock sector priorities into re-
alistic and achievable time-bound 
targets and objectives guiding sec-
toral investment decisions,” he 
specified.

Stressing the vital role of the live-
stock sector, he acknowledged the 
development partners and the pri-
vate sector in developing the sector 
and improving livelihoods.

The government has a regula-
tory role in a sector dominated 
by private players, with govern-
ment ranches holding upwards of 
100,000 animals, among 35m live-
stock numbers, he stated.

The minister said while several 
gains have been realized in the live-

stock sector, a lot more needs to be 
done to increase the sector’s con-
tribution to the national economy 
and improvement of individual 
livelihoods.

“The sector can help create 
jobs and earn foreign currency, 
strengthening national develop-
ment.” he remarked, tasking the 
stakeholders’ meetings with identi-
fying what needs to be done to ac-
celerate investments in the sector.

Dr Charles Mhina, director of ad-
ministration at the ministry, said 
the meeting will scan successes and 
challenges in the implementation 
of the previous plan.

“In the past five years we have re-
alized the strength of the sector in 
creating development changes and 
we now need a common under-
standing on implementing the new 

plan” he said.
Amos Omore, the eastern and 

southern Africa representative 
for the International Livestock Re-
search Institute (ILRI), said that 
researchers and development part-
ners have a common interest in im-
proving the livestock sector.

Focusing on extension services 
improvement, he said that it is an 
area requiring significant attention 
as access has been declining. Tan-
zania’s livestock resources account 
for 11 percent of the continental cat-
tle population, with 33.8m cattle, 
24.5m goats and 8.4m sheep.

It also has 1.9m pigs, 38.2m local 
chicken and 36.6m improved chick-
en in stock, with the sector touch-
ing on activities of 4.6m households 
earning incomes from livestock 
keeping, official data indicates.

FROM PAGE 1

Livestock sector stakeholders consulting ahead of new plan

not mention are Benson Kigaila, the 
deputy secretary general Mbowe’s 
wife Dr Lilian Mtei, his lawyer and 
their daughter Nicole, who was ac-
companying them. 

He stated that the party had de-
clared yesterday as a day of mourn-
ing for those abducted, tortured 
or killed in the country, urging the 
government to protect citizens and 
their property. 

\Meanwhile five journalists from 
Nipashe, Mwananchi and East Afri-
ca Television (EATV) were arrested 
while covering the protests. Photog-
rapher Jumanne Juma was appre-
hended at a gas station in Buguruni 
while taking photos of protesters 
and later released after question-
ing at the Buguruni Police Station, 
along with a Mwananchi reporter, 
without charges. 

Nipashe reporter Jenifer Gilla was 
also detained while gathering in-
formation and taken to the Central 
Police Station, along with Michael 
Matemanga, Lawrence Mnubi and 

Mariam Shaban. 
The party chairman arrived at 

Magomeni area around 10 in the 
morning to assess the situation be-
fore the protests were scheduled to 
begin, but police were already de-
ployed throughout the area. He dis-
creetly alerted a reporter to gather 
others for a conversation but was 
soon recognized and approached 
by officers demanding that he leave. 

Before his arrest, Mbowe stated 
that the protests were peaceful and 
aimed at mourning party members, 
condemning killings and abduc-
tions. “We have presented demands 
to the government, but they remain 
unaddressed. Protesting is our con-
stitutional right. This excessive po-
lice presence and use of resources 
is unjustified,” he declared. 

Despite the tensions, the situa-
tion remained calm in areas where 
protests were expected, such as 
Mnazi Mmoja, with normal traffic 
and activities undisturbed, with po-
lice maintaining a visible presence 
throughout the city to prevent any 
gatherings. 

FROM PAGE 1

Police curb Chadema
protests, detaining 14

KIGALI

RWANDA has started a vaccina-
tion campaign against mpox as part 
of the country’s disease prepared-
ness and response, according to the 
country’s Ministry of Health.

The vaccination campaign, which 
began on Tuesday targeted popula-
tions with a high risk of getting mpox, 
including health workers, cross-bor-
der business operators, non-medical 
hospitality workers and other high-
risk groups, the ministry said in a 
statement issued in Thursday.

Rwanda had four confirmed cases 
of mpox in July. Most of the patients 
were treated and discharged, and no 
deaths have been recorded, accord-
ing to the ministry.

Speaking at a virtual weekly 
press briefing earlier Thursday, 

Jean Kaseya, director general of Af-
rica Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC), described 
Rwanda’s launch of the vaccination 
campaign as a success story amid 
delays in delivering vaccines to the 
continent. “Let us talk about vacci-
nation. We have a success story, we 
started in Rwanda, with 500 people 
vaccinated,” Kaseya said.

Africa has recorded more than 
29,000 mpox cases and 738 deaths 
so far this year, according to Africa 
CDC data.

Rwanda launched the vaccination 
with 1,000 doses of the vaccine it ob-
tained from Nigeria under a bilateral 
arrangement, according to the Africa 
CDC.

Nigeria donated the 1,000 doses 
from an allotment of 10,000 it had 
received from the United States.

Rwanda starts mpox vaccination 
in diseases prevention campaign

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi exchanges greetings with Oman’s Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister (Administration and Finance), Khalid 
Almuslahi, at Zanzibar State House yesterday. Left is Oman’s Consul General in Zanzibar, Said Salim Hamed Alsinawi. Photo: Zanzibar State House
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By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
has urged the United Nations to sup-
port the least developed countries 
(LDCs) that lack economic capacity 
so they can improve their domestic 
plans.

Majaliwa made the call over the 
weekend while delivering greetings 
from Tanzania at the opening of a 
two-day summit of Heads of State 
and Government on the Future 
(Summit of the Future) in New York, 
USA.

The premier, who is in the USA 
representing President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan at the 79th United Na-
tions General Assembly (UNGA79), 
informed the summit attendees 
about the government’s efforts in 
the areas of the economy, security, 
and climate change.

Majaliwa said: “We are asking 
the United Nations to support na-
tions that lack economic capacity 
so they can improve their internal 
economic plans. In Tanzania, we are 
planning to build a better tomorrow 
for our people by strengthening 
agriculture, investment, industries, 
mining, and natural resources.”

“When you talk about building a 
better future for your people, you 
cannot succeed without a secure 
country; therefore, security is es-
sential, and we have assured the in-
ternational community that, along 
with our internal security, the secu-
rity of neighboring countries is also 
important,” he said.

Regarding climate change, Majali-
wa noted that the world is currently 
witnessing significant impacts in 
some countries due to social activi-
ties, including droughts and heavy 
rains causing floods. “Tanzania is 
in the process of educating its citi-
zens about climate change so they 
can come together to discuss how 
to address it while continuing their 
economic activities.”

He urged the summit members to 
take concrete actions to reduce car-
bon emissions, protect biodiversity, 
and support efforts to address this 
situation in developing countries. 
“Tanzania is committed to defend-
ing global climate issues and calls 
on the international community to 
fulfill its pledges of funding climate 

efforts and technology transfer.”
UN Secretary-General Antonio 

Guterres said the summit was con-
vened at this time to find ways to 
save the world from the direction 
it is heading and bring it back on 
track. “The world has gone off the 
rails, and we now need to make 
tough decisions to return it to the 
right path,” he said.

“I convened this meeting because 
the challenges of the 21st century 
require 21st-century solutions 
through well-designed, inclusive 
systems that require the expertise 
of all people.”

Identifying these challenges, the 
Secretary-General mentioned some 
as the growing conflicts from the 
Middle East to Ukraine and Sudan 
with no hope of resolution, security 
systems threatened by geopolitical 
divisions, nuclear threats, and the 
development of modern weapons, 
with investment going into destruc-
tion and death instead of bringing 
hope and new opportunities.

This year’s summit theme is: “No 
One Left Behind: Working Together 
to Advance Peace, Sustainable De-
velopment, and Human Dignity for 
Present and Future Generations.”

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE Maasai pastoralists have cap-
italised on their proximity to Miku-
mi National Park in Kilosa District, 
Morogoro Region by establishing a 
cultural tourism village known as 
Mikumi Maasai Boma.

Located in Kikwalaza within Mi-
kumi, the village offers tourists the 
opportunity to immerse themselves 
in various aspects of Maasai culture.

In an exclusive interview, Nuhu 
Mereni, the Coordinator of Mikumi 
Maasai Boma, explained that the in-
itiative was created to attract more 
visitors to Mikumi National Park, al-
lowing them to experience Maasai 
traditions and cuisine.

Upon arrival at the Mikumi Maasai 
Boma, tourists are dressed in tradi-
tional Maasai attire, taught how to 
make fire, and provided with the 
history of the Maasai people. Visi-
tors can also participate in activities 
such as traditional dances.

The tourists have the chance to 
learn cattle herding techniques and 
explore traditional Maasai home-
steads.

“We are grateful for the presence 
of Mikumi National Park. As Maasai 
pastoralists in Kilosa District, we 
have seized this opportunity to 
showcase our culture, which has 
impressed visiting tourists and gen-
erated revenue,” Nuhu stated.

Makene Ngoromo, the founder 
of cultural tourism initiatives near 
Mikumi National Park, noted that 
they have also introduced cultural 
tourism focused on the Vidunda 
tribe, who reside near Mikumi and 
Udzungwa National Parks.

He explained that the Vidunda 

cultural tourism highlights various 
attractions, including five stunning 
waterfalls found in the Vidunda 
Mountains, part of the Eastern Arc 
Mountain range.

Ngoromo added that the Vidunda 
people’s way of life, along with the 
agricultural products grown on the 
mountain slopes, has captivated 
visitors eager to learn more.

Augustine Masesa, the head of 
Mikumi National Park, emphasized 
that the park is a vital conservation 
legacy inherited from elders, en-
compassing rich biodiversity and 
wildlife.

He noted that the park also offers 
opportunities for cultural tourism 
activities involving various tribes 
in the area, aiming to enhance local 
incomes.

Pastoralists near conservancy 
create cultural tourism village

Tanzania Police spokesman David Misime addresses journalists and other media stakeholders at a seminar held in Dar es Salaam yesterday under the 
theme: “Ensuring Journalists Safety in Election Periods’. Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

DEPUTY Commissioner of Po-
lice (DCP) David Misime has urged 
journalists to prioritise safety when 
executing their duties, especially 
during elections.

He made the call in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday during a seminar organ-
ised by the Union of Tanzania Press 
Clubs (UTPC) titled: “Ensuring Jour-
nalists’ Safety in Election Periods.”

DCP Misime stressed that media 
professionals must conduct risk as-
sessments, recognising that their 
safety is paramount.

“Security and safety begin with 

you. It must be your top priority. 
Take the time to evaluate the sto-
ry’s environment instead of solely 
focusing on reporting, which could 
jeopardize your life,” he said.

He also advised journalists to 
choose their words carefully in 
presentations, as this could protect 
them in the future. “What you pre-
sent may impact those involved in 
the story, so it’s crucial to take pre-
cautions,” he added.

DCP Misime further highlighted 
the importance of embracing Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 4Rs 
philosophy of reconciliation, resil-
ience, reform, and rebuilding, de-

scribing it as vital for meeting cur-
rent social, political, and economic 
challenges.

Kenneth Simbaya, executive di-
rector of UTPC, echoed the call for 
collaboration between the media 
and police.

He noted: “There have been mis-
understandings between the me-
dia and the police, often stemming 
from a lack of clarity on how our 
roles complement each other. Both 
entities serve the public interest, 
and it is time we work together.”

Simbaya also pointed out that po-
lice actions can sometimes infringe 
upon freedom of expression, high-

lighting the need for both parties to 
cooperate to prevent conflicts.

Fausta Musokwa, programme 
manager at International Media 
Support (IMS), underscored the 
importance of involving the police 
in media seminars to address on-
going challenges related to press 
freedom.

The concept of media security 
encompasses the protection of 
an organisation’s reputation and 
brand image against attacks that 
exploit various media channels. En-
suring media safety not only saves 
lives but also strengthens the oper-
ational ecosystem of media outlets.

Prioritise safety when executing duties, DCP Misime tells scribes

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

GAIRO District residents will soon 
have the opportunity to engage in 
the carbon trade, following educa-
tion on the use of clean energy to 
protect the environment and public 
health.

Gairo District Commissioner 
Jabir Makame announced during 
discussions about preparations for 
the third season of the Samia Agri-
culture Business Expo 2024, sched-
uled to take place from October 6 
to 12.

The expo will bring together lo-
cal residents, farmers, and stake-

holders involved in agricultural, 
livestock, and environmental value 
chains.

“We have set aside a special day 
for stakeholders and residents to 
discuss the use of clean energy and 
the opportunities within the car-
bon trade,” said DC Makame.

The DC emphasized that Gairo 
is implementing the “Green Herit-
age” campaign to address climate 
change challenges.

Morogoro Regional Commis-
sioner Adam Malima highlighted 
the importance of clean cooking 
energy, affirming the region’s com-
mitment to supporting President 

Samia Suluhu Hassan’s agenda as a 
leader in clean cooking energy ini-
tiatives both in Africa and globally.

“We, as a region, have fully em-
braced this agenda. For instance, 
in Ulanga District, alternative char-
coal is being produced from wood 
residues and rice husks,” Malima 
explained.

He also mentioned an investor-
owned factory in Morogoro Mu-
nicipality that produces alternative 
charcoal using planted leaves.

“There are numerous opportuni-
ties, and these major exhibitions in 
Gairo will showcase the potential 
for demonstrating alternative ener-

gy solutions to charcoal users, espe-
cially in urban areas, to encourage 
a shift in practices,” Malima noted.

The regional commissioner 
stressed that to ensure the sustain-
ability of alternative energy use, 
higher taxes should be imposed on 
charcoal made from trees to curb 
deforestation.

“Using clean cooking energy is a 
safer method for health, particular-
ly for women and others involved 
in cooking,” Malima added.

He emphasized the significant 
relationship between the environ-
ment, the economy, agriculture, 
and the daily lives of people.

Support LDCs, 
PM calls on UN

Gairo residents to start seizing
opportunities in carbon trade 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa pictured yesterday presenting Tanzania’s message to Heads of State and Government attending the high-profile 
‘Summit of the Future’ at the United Nations headquarters in New York. He is representing President Samia Suluhu Hassan at the event. Photo: PMO

When you talk 
about building 
a better future 
for your people, 
you cannot suc-
ceed without a 
secure country; 
therefore, secu-
rity is essential, 
and we have 
assured the 
international 
community that, 
along with our 
internal secu-
rity, the security 
of neighboring 
countries is also 
important

We are grate-
ful for the pres-
ence of Mikumi 
National Park. 
As Maasai 
pastoralists in 
Kilosa District, 
we have seized 
this opportunity 
to showcase our 
culture, which 
has impressed 
visiting tourists 
and generated 
revenue
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The Guardian Ltd deputy general manager Jackson Paul (C) pictured welcoming Ecobank Tanzania Ltd managing 
director Dr Charles Asiedu to the TGL offices in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The guest was on a familiarisation tour of 
the firm, which currently publishes two daily newspapers – Nipashe and The Guardian. Photos: Chief Photographer 
Selemani Mpochi

The Guardian Ltd printing manager Balasubramanian Venkadachalam exchanges greetings with the Ecobank Ltd 
MD.

The Guardian newspaper managing Editor briefs Dr Asiedu on the flow of operations in the TGL newsroom.

The TGL printing manager explains to Dr Asiedu how newspapers are printed. 

The Guardian newspaper managing editor Wallace Mauggo exchanges greetings with Dr Asiedu at the TGL offices. 

Dr Asiedu exchanges greetings with Nipashe newspaper managing editor Beatrice Bandawe.

The Guardian managing editor briefs the Ecobank Tanzania Ltd MD on pre-press operations in the TGL newsroom. 
Right is Nipashe newspaper news editor Salome Kitomari.

TGL deputy managing director Jackson Paul (C) leads the Ecobank Tanzania Ltd MD to the venue of a briefing 
session. Left is TGL marketing manager Weapon Mwajombe. 

Ecobank Tanzania Ltd MD tours The Guardian Ltd
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(Ref. No. MPEP/2024/TM/017)
1. M&P Exploration Production Tanzania Ltd. (MPEP), an upstream producer of natural gas from the Mnazi 

Bay gas field in Mtwara region hereby invites potential suppliers to express their interest and provide 
information for the supply of the following below services.

2. Vendors and Suppliers situated physically in Mtwara are encouraged to apply as well as vendors who can 
provide multiple services.

Marine Transportation and Vessels Provisions 

• Provision of Rental or Hire of Sea/Ocean Vessel for Freight Forwarding Equipment and Materials to 
Mtwara, Tanzania. 

• Barges, Sea Vessels and LCT
• The routing will be a shuttling service between Dar es Salaam Port to Mnazi Bay or Mtwara Port to Mnazi 

Bay and vice versa. 
• Suitable for open ocean and island docking
• Properly trained crew and safety certificates
• Demonstrated ability to offload cargo from Shore to Vessel and vice versa

Sea Vessel for International Cargo to Mtwara, Tanzania 

• Provision of Rental or Hire of Sea/Ocean Vessel for Freight Forwarding Equipment and Materials from 
different parts of the world to Mtwara Port, Tanzania. 

• The origin of equipment will be varying but not limited to between Asia, UAE and Europe.
• Suitable for open ocean and island docking
• Properly and experienced trained crew and safety certificates
• Demonstrated ability to offload cargo from Shore to Vessel and vice versa

3. This call for Request for Information (RFI) marks an open, transparent, and competitive tender process. 
Detailed scope of work will be issued to qualified bidders upon demand.

4. Potential suppliers must submit information to demonstrate their capability and competency. This must 
include but not limited to the following:

a) Experience with Service Provision to Oil and Gas Operations or similar scope
b) Summary of service provision of similar type of service in the last 2 years
c) Audited Financial Statement for the past 3 years
d) Proof of Registration with the local authorities in Tanzania or Country of Origin. This shall include but not 

limited to a Company Profile, Certificate of Registration with BRELA, Tax Authority Clearance 
Certificates for Tax Identification Number and VRN Certificate, Valid Business Licenses, EWURA and 
PURA Registration References and Certificates, Relevant Vessels Certifications and Tax Clearance 
Certificate. 

e) International companies with ability to team up with local entity in any form as per the Local Content 
Regulations, 2017.

5. All correspondence regarding this enquiry shall be made in writing and communicated by e-mail to 
contractmanager@tanzaniamp.co.tz and costcontrol@tanzaniamp.co.tz not later than 08th October 2024.

PROVISION OF INFORMATION FOR 
SUPPLY OF GOODS/SERVICES

TO M&P EXPLORATION PRODUCTION TANZANIA LIMITED

By Guardian Reporter, Ngorongoro

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan 
has expressed satisfaction with the 
calm and cooperative attitude of 
Ngorongoro residents in the Arusha 
Region following the government’s 
clarification on the importance 
of conservation efforts within the 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
Authority (NCAA). 

According to the Presidential 
Advisor on Political and Community 
Relations, Ambassador Rajab 
Luhwavi, the Head of State was 
happy with the positive response 
to further ensure that the NCAA is 
conserved.

Speaking yesterday at a 
thanksgiving service held at St. 
Luke Catholic Church in Endulen 
Ward, Ambassador Luhwavi noted 
that the peaceful environment 

has prompted President Samia to 
instruct her aides to monitor the 
implementation of her directives in 
the area closely.

“The government commends 
the people of Ngorongoro for 
their continued unity, peace, 
and tranquillity, embodying 
President Samia’s 4R philosophy of 
reconciliation, resilience, reforms 
and rebuilding,” Luhwavi said.

He urged Endulen residents 
and the wider Ngorongoro area to 
remain patient as the government 
at all levels works diligently 
to implement the President’s 
directives.

As of August this year, 

approximately 1,598 households, 
comprising 9,618 individuals and 
39,779 livestock, have voluntarily 
relocated from the Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area to facilitate 
conservation activities aimed at 
restoring the ecosystem, which 
has been compromised by human 
settlement and livestock grazing.

During the service, NCAA 
Conservation Commissioner 
Dr Elirehema Doriye reassured 
residents that the Authority is 
committed to overseeing the 
implementation of all directives 
issued by President Samia’s 
representatives.

“We have already initiated 

various measures to execute these 
directives, including strengthening 
the relationship between the NCAA 
and the local communities,” Dr 
Doriye said.

Ngorongoro legislator 
Emmanuel Ole Shangai also spoke, 
commending the government for 
its decisive actions to ensure the 
implementation of development 
projects in the region.

He pledged to continue supporting 
such initiatives for the benefit 
of the community, emphasizing 
the importance of collaboration 
between the government and 
residents to achieve sustainable 
development goals.

Mbeya regional environment “ambassador” Chief Rocket Mwashinga pictured in Mbeya city yesterday airing his views at a meeting on the use of clean 
energy for cooking called by the Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Vice President’s Office (Environment), Christina Mndeme. Photo: Correspondent 
Nebart Msokwa

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Namtumbo

RESIDENTS in Likuyu 
Sekamaganga village in Namtumbo 
District, Songea Region have called 
on the government, through 
the Tanzania Wildlife Research 
Institute (TAWIRI), to conduct 
research on increasing incidents 
of elephants entering farms and 
human settlements.

The villagers claim that in recent 
years, there has been an increase 
in incidents of elephants invading 
farms compared to previous years, 
insisting that most of the incidents 
have been reported in the last three 
years, from 2022 to 2024.

“In the past, our parents 
coexisted with these wild animals, 
but there was no such damage 
to crops. We still don’t know the 
exact reason, but perhaps there is 
something they are fleeing from in 
the reserve,” said Abdallah Haule, 
Local Government Chairman, 
Likuyu Sekamaganga village when 
briefing members of the Journalists 
Environmental Association of 
Tanzania ( JET) on the various 
efforts by the government and 
stakeholders in tackling Human-
Wildlife Conflict (HWC).

Likuyu Sekamaganga is one of 
the villages that are near to the 
Selous-Niassa Wildlife Corridor 
that connects Nyerere National 
Park and Mozambique’s Niassa 
Reserve.

Haule noted that due to the on-
going HWC, the village, which has 
a population of 5,531, had most 
of its people experiencing great 
crop loss this farming season as 
a significant portion of the crops 
were destroyed by elephants.

He however called upon relevant 
authorities to fit elephants with 
GPS collars so that when they 
about to approach farms or human 
settlements, the collar will send 
a message, thus ensuring timely 
response from village game scouts 
(VGS) as  well as game wardens 
from the district, Tanzania Wildlife 

Management Authority (TAWA) and 
Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA).

He also suggested construction 
of permanent camps for VGS to be 
erected near the park, a move he 
said would make it easier for them 
to drive the animals back into the 
park before they enter farms and 
human settlements.

Neema Mwakatimbo, Likuyu 
Sekamaganga Village Executive 
Officer (VEO) said that more needs 
to be done to educate villagers on 
coexistence with the wild animals 
as well as cultivating alternative 
crops that are less elephant friendly 
such as sunflower and sesame.

“The problem is big; elephants 
have destroyed most of our farms 
this farming season. I was expecting 
to harvest 100 sacks of maize but I 
ended up getting 30 sacks,” she 
remarked.

A VGS, Hassan Mkonde said they 
are working closely with wildlife 
officers from district, TAWA and 
TANAPA. He acknowledged the 
support from stakeholders—
German Development Agency 
(GIZ) for providing them with 
training at the Community Based 
Conservation Training Centre 
(CBCTC) in Likuyu Sekamganga.

GIZ is implementing the 
Mitigation of Human Wildlife 
Conflict in Tanzania project in 
the Ruvuma Landscape on behalf 
of Germany’s Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ).

Mkonde insisted the need for 
research following increased 
elephant raids on farms, noting the 
animals are now becoming familiar 
with some techniques used to scare 
them, hence the increase in raids.

Acting Natmtumbo District 
Administrative Secretary, Haruna 
Mang’uli linked the increase 
in HWC with villager’s limited 
understanding on conservation 
issues, adding they have been 
collaborating with GIZ in providing 
education on the importance of 
conservation as well as how to 
prevent the animals from entering 
farms by using smelly repellent.

Villagers call for research on rising 
elephant crop raiding behaviour

Calmness shown by Ngorongoro
residents excites President Samia
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Maria Memba, Legal Affairs Director with the Tanzania Civil Aviation Authority and chairperson of the Women in Aviation Forum Tanzania, briefs 
journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the launch of the forum’s logo design competition scheduled for late next month. The competition, to be held 
in the city, is open to girls from across Tanzania aged between 14 and 20. Photo: Correspondent Dickson Mulashani

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

SOME women in Mbeya 
District Council are reportedly 
abandoning family planning 
methods due to the myth that the 
methods are harmful to them and 
their children.

Nitike Kyejo, the council’s 
Maternal and Child Health 
Coordinator, shared the 
information over the weekend 
during a family planning 
assessment report.

The evaluation meeting 
brought together health officials 

from various councils in Mbeya, 
maternal and child healthcare 
providers, and heads of health 
departments in the region.

The objective was to learn from 
the experiences of maternal and 
child health coordinators from 
Chamwino District in Dodoma, 
who have significantly increased 
family planning usage from 22 
percent to 92 percent.

Nitike explained that some 
women fear that using these 
methods may lead to infertility, 
prompting them to abandon 
family planning altogether. This 

impacts their ability to effectively 
plan their families.

“Others believe that using an 
intrauterine device (IUD) will 
result in babies being born with 
the IUD, and these misconceptions 
have hindered the adoption of 
family planning methods in our 
areas,” she said.

She emphasized ongoing efforts 
to educate the public through 
various channels to dispel these 
myths that contribute to poor 
family planning, adding: “We use 
media to reach people in their 
communities, even visiting farms 

where they work.”
Waziri Njau, JHPIEGO 

Coordinator stated that they are 
committed to providing proper 
education to eliminate such 
misconceptions.

He mentioned that they are 
connecting maternal and child 
health coordinators with other 
health stakeholders to strengthen 
services nationwide.

Njau reiterated the importance 
of family planning services for 
spacing children within families 
and assured that they will continue 
collaborating to achieve this goal.

Maternal health expert says why
women abandon family planning

By Guardian Correspondent, Kigoma

TANZANIANS have been 
encouraged to purchase products, 
which are certified by the Tanzania 
Bureau of Standards (TBS) to 
protect their health and income.

TBS officials made the call during 
public education campaigns held 
between September 9th and 
20th across Kigoma Municipality, 
Buhigwe, Uvinza and Kasulu district 
councils.

About 2,730 residents, including 
110 traders, were reached during 
the campaign.

Deborah Haule, TBS senior 
marketing officer told reporters 
here over the weekend that the 
campaign aims to educate residents 
on the importance of using certified 
products and how to report 
substandard or expired goods.

Haule said that the sixth-phase 
government acknowledges the vital 
contribution of entrepreneurs to 
the national economy and their 
personal livelihoods by offering 
free certification for their products.

She emphasised the need 
for entrepreneurs to seize this 
opportunity, noting that standards 
organisations within the East 
African Community (EAC) have 
established agreements, where 
once a product is tested and 
certified by the relevant national 
standards body, it does not require 
retesting when crossing borders 
into other countries.

“This is a significant opportunity 
for entrepreneurs who certify 
their products; all they need is 
an identification letter from the 
Small Industries Development 
Organization (SIDO). We do not 
want to leave any entrepreneur 
behind; this initiative will uplift 
their economy and that of the 
nation as a whole,” she said.

She stated that TBS aims to 
raise public awareness about 
the importance of standards in 
protecting consumer health and 

empowering producers to compete 
in both domestic and international 
markets.

“We want people to stop buying 
products out of habit and instead 
check their expiration dates. If 
they encounter products that 
are substandard, expired, or any 
item they are unsure about, they 
should not hesitate to contact TBS 
through the toll-free number of 
the customer service centre,” she 
advised.

She added that quality 
requirements include products 
having clear expiration dates, 
and this campaign educates the 
community and stakeholders about 
what to consider on packaging 
before making purchases.

During the campaign, TBS 
experts visited markets, shops, 
and business’ groups to provide 
guidance on product storage and 
how to use TBS quality marks 
to identify product quality. The 
education sessions were held in 
open areas, including markets and 
bus stations, where large crowds 
gather.

Haule said TBS acknowledges 
the community’s role in combating 
substandard products, which is why 
this campaign aims to unite efforts 
towards achieving a Tanzania free 
from substandard goods.

Peter Musiba, TBS senior quality 
control officer, urged business 
owners to register their food 
and cosmetics establishments to 
comply with national laws and 
safeguard consumer health.

“We call upon business owners 
to register their food and cosmetics 
establishments, as this is a legal 
requirement,” Musiba said.

He added that the registration 
also applies to food and cosmetics 
imported into the country.

He explained that the registration 
of cosmetics is crucial to prevent 
the entry of banned products 
containing toxic substances into 
Tanzania.

Acquire TBS-certified
goods, Tanzanians told

By Guardian Correspondent, Iringa

THE government has signed a 
contract for the construction of 
the Iringa-Msembe road, which 
leads to Ruaha National Park 
(104 km), upgrading it to tarmac 
worth 143bn/- aimed to open up 
tourism, economic, and business 
opportunities in the Southern 
Highlands region.

The contracts were signed 
yesterday, at Samora Stadium 
in Iringa, between the Tanzania 
National Roads Agency (TANROADS) 
and the contractor, along with the 
supervising engineer.

The event was attended by 
Minister of Works Innocent 
Bashungwa, Minister of State in the 
Prime Minister’s Office for Policy, 
Parliament, and Coordination 
William Lukuvi, Minister of Natural 
Resources and Tourism Dr Pindi 
Chana, Deputy Minister of Transport 
David Kihenzile, and local leaders 
including Regional Commissioner 
Peter Serukamba.

Minister Bashungwa urged 
Tanroads to ensure that the 
contractor, CHICO, delivers a high-
quality road within the agreed 
timeline.

“President Dr Samia Suluhu 
Hassan understands that this road 
will unlock economic and tourism 
opportunities for the people of 
Iringa. She has allocated special 
funds totalling 142.56bn/- to 
ensure the project is completed,” 
Bashungwa stated.

He also outlined the government’s 
plans for Iringa, including the 
procurement process for the 
construction of a 7.3 km bypass and 
the ongoing expansion of Kitonga 
Mountain, where work is 65% 
complete at five hazardous corners.

Bashungwa further emphasized 
the government’s commitment to 
improving transport infrastructure 
in the Southern Highlands region, 
facilitating trade, and boosting the 
economy.

William Lukuvi highlighted that 
the completion of the Iringa-Msembe 
road will significantly benefit the 
local economy, especially since 
Nduli Airport has been completed, 
enhancing tourism opportunities.

Dr Pindi Chana noted that the 

new road will facilitate easier access 
to Ruaha National Park, thereby 
promoting tourism in the Southern 
Highlands.

Iringa Regional Commissioner 
Peter Serukamba urged the 
government to promptly address 
compensation for residents affected 
by the construction to prevent 
delays.

Eng. Mohamed Besta, TANROADS 
CEO, announced that the 
construction bids were awarded 
to China Henan International 
Corporation (CHICO) and Conseil 
Ingénierie Et Recherche Appliquée 
(CIRA SAS) from Mali, in partnership 
with Tanzania’s NIMETA Consult. 
The project is expected to be 
completed within 24 months.

The Iringa-Msembe road project 
is part of the government’s strategy 
to accelerate economic and social 
development in Iringa, particularly 
in Iringa Urban and Iringa Rural 
districts, by enhancing the road 
network to improve transport and 
tourism efficiency.

Robert Roghat, director of local CSO Akili Platform Tanzania, pictured in Dodoma city on Saturday airing his views at a conference held 
in Dodoma city on Saturday on ways to combat violence, discrimination and killings targeting people with albinism. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
recently launched the Wanawake 
Sasa (Women Now) project, an 8bn/- 
($3million) project to advance women 
and girls’ political participation and 
leadership.

At the launch event, USAID/Tanzania 
Mission Director Craig Hart was joined 
by Dorothy Gwajima, Minister for 
Community Development, Gender, 
Women, and Special Groups, in 
inaugurating the new initiative. 

The USAID Wanawake Sasa project 

expands on the United States global 
commitment to empower women and 
girls and its partnership with Tanzania. 
This initiative seeks to break down 
gender barriers and ensure that the 
leadership and voices of all Tanzanians—
especially women and girls—are not 
only heard but also play a key role in 
the nation’s political decision-making 
processes.

“Tanzania thrives when all voices 
are heard, and where women are fully 
empowered to shape the nation’s future,” 
said USAID/Tanzania Mission Director 
Craig Hart. “Through USAID Wanawake 
Sasa, together, we are taking a clear step 

to making this not just a 
goal, but a lived reality.”

The USAID Wanawake 
Sasa project seeks to 
support the agency 
of women and girls 
to participate in civic 
and political spaces.  
It will work with 
communities, civil 
society, and government 
to foster more inclusive 
governance, and prevent 
all forms of gender-
based violence.  It will 
be implemented in four 
regions in Tanzania 
mainland (Arusha, 
Dar es Salaam, Iringa, 
and Mwanza) and in 
Zanzibar.

US supports Tanzanian women in politics Govt seals pact to construct
104km Iringa-Msembe road

“Through USAID 
Wanawake Sasa, 
together, we are 
taking a clear step 
to making this not 
just a goal, but a 
lived reality.”
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By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE East African Public Relations Association has 
officially been launched in Arusha, with the city being 
earmarked to become the headquarters of the regional 
professional body.

Arik Karani, President of Africa Public Relations As-
sociations (APRA), said the East African Public Relations 
Association (EAPRA) is a new regional body faced with 
the major task of branding the East African Community, 
its people, and development in a world cluttered with 
‘noise!’

“The world is filled with millions of brands and prod-
ucts all targeting one individual person and making 
a lot of noise to achieve that,” stated Karani who also 
heads the Public Relations Society of Kenya (PRSK).

Karani was addressing the third East Africa Public Re-
lations Week (EAPRW) taking place at the Lush Gardens 
on the outskirts of Arusha, with the opening ceremony 
being graced by the Deputy Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology, Eng. Maryprisca 
Mahundi.

Eng. Mahundi emphasized the need for public rela-
tions officers in East Africa to address issues of disin-
formation and misinformation that are becoming the 
norm in this digitally advanced era, in addition to push-
ing the East Africa agenda.

“The Public Relations Profession can be used as a tool 
to build trust and influence geopolitical discourse, up-
lift the East African Region, and create a lasting impact 
globally,” she stated, pointing out that alongside pro-
moting the community; the PR also has a role of clear-
ing negativity and wrong information.

Karim Meshak, chairperson of the Tanzania Associa-
tion for Government Communication Officers (TAGCO) 
said he was confident that the state will allocate land for 
the construction of the EAPRA headquarters in Arusha.

“EAPRA will not only bring change for the better in 
the region but also improve the way different institu-
tions communicate and cooperate across the East Afri-
can Region,” pointed out Meshak.

Delegates at the meeting agreed that there is a rapid 
rise of misinformation and disinformation, something 
that didn’t exist three years ago as there were no levels 
of Technologies that are in place today.

It was also stated during the launch of EAPRA that so 
far it is only four; out of the eight East African countries 
that have formed their national public relations socie-
ties.

“It is only Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, and South Sudan 
but out of these four three are strong. South Sudan is 
still coming up. So we have other countries that are in 
East Africa and we want to find out how we assist DR 
Congo, Rwanda, and Burundi to set up theirs?” asked 
Arik Karani the APRA President.

Tina Wamala, President of Uganda’s Public Relations 
Association said they have been pursuing parliamen-
tary status recognition and have already made great 
Headway with the government of Uganda.

“It is important for us to legalize our profession and 
for us to ensure that we maintain the ethical standard 
of our profession. At the moment in Uganda we are on 
the 11th Hour of getting our bill,” she said.

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Marketing Science Association (TMSA) 
is next month expected to award the best marketers in 
Tanzania for 2024, the organisers said over the week-
end.

To be held in Dar es Salaam, the event is themed: 
“Drive Growth by Passion: Reflect, Align, and Thrive 
through the Art and Science of Marketing,” will empha-
size collaboration between scholars and industry ex-
perts to inspire innovation and growth in the marketing 
sector.

It is also aimed at bridging the gap between academic 
knowledge and practical experience and has already at-
tracted prominent figures in the Tanzanian marketing 
industry.

 Prof Emmanuel Chao, Director of the Tanzania Mar-
keting Science Association, emphasized the importance 
of marketing for brand growth and profitability, stating: 
“In any business, marketing is crucial, representing 30 
to 40 percent of the overall budget and serving as a key 
factor in profitability and market survival.”

Prof Chao said that TMSA aims to encourage com-
panies and practitioners to adopt more professional 
standards.

He stated: “We are currently offering marketing cer-
tification programs and are in negotiations with the 
Chartered Marketing Institute in the UK to align with 
their offerings. Our goal is to develop qualified market-
ers with a deeper understanding of the African market.”

Since its inception in 2021, TMSA has used these 
awards to highlight the efforts and achievements of in-
dividuals, organizations, and scholars making a signifi-
cant impact in the marketing field.

Sponsors for the upcoming awards include Fern 
Marketing, JC Decaux, Hessa Africa, Red n White, Multi-
choice Tanzania, Fasthub, Crown Paints, Attwood Mar-
keting, and TCC.

TMSA will honour winners in various categories, in-
cluding Excellence in Interactive Marketing/AR & VR, 
Excellence in Event Marketing, Excellence in Digital 
Marketing, Excellence in Experiential Marketing, Com-
munity-Focused Firm of the Year, Marketing Research 
Team of the Year, Marketer of the Year, Excellence in 
Product Launch/Re-launch, Rising Star of the Year, Mar-
keting Agency of the Year, Digital Marketing Agency of 
the Year, Hall of Fame, and Young Marketing Leader of 
the Year.

TMSA to award this year’s
Best Marketers in Tanzania

This is all that remained yesterday at Mwanza city’s Ukwaju small traders’ market, commonly known as Zein, after fire gutted more than 300 business stalls and kiosks. 
Photo: Vitus Audax

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR Agricultural Research 
Institute (ZARI) and the Tanzania Ag-
ricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
have formed a partnership to drive 
advancements in agriculture and pro-
duction.

Shamata Shaame Khamis, Zanzibar 
Minister for Agriculture, Irrigation, 

Natural Resources and Livestock an-
nounced this during a recent session 
in the House of Representatives.

Khamis said collaboration aims to 
enhance research efforts, improve 
crop yields and address challenges 
faced by local farmers, ultimately con-
tributing to food security and econom-
ic growth in the region.

“Our joint efforts have led to the de-

velopment of high-yielding, disease-
resistant seeds, which are already 
making a substantial impact on local 
farming communities,” he said.

He added that the initiative not only 
aims to combat crop diseases but also 
seeks to ensure that traditional seeds 
for various crops are readily available 
to enhance productivity and food se-
curity.

The minister expressed optimism 
that the improvements would lead to 
better yields for farmers, ultimately 
supporting Zanzibar’s agricultural sus-
tainability and economic growth.

By prioritising research and devel-
opment in agriculture, the govern-
ment aims to empower farmers and 
strengthen the region’s resilience 
against agricultural challenges.

ZARI, TARI team up towards boosting farming productivity

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Media Women’s Asso-
ciation (TAMWA) has launched a new 
documentary focused on promoting 
inclusive quality education for public 
school students in Dar es Salaam.

The documentary aims to enhance 
access to quality and inclusive educa-
tion for children and raise community 
awareness about the importance of en-
rolling children in school on time, par-
ticularly those at risk of dropping out.

Sylvia Daulinge, TAMWA acting di-
rector, and strategic manager shared 
the information during a press briefing 
about the six-month project.

Titled: “Pamoja Tudumishe Elimu” 

(Together We Sustain Education), the 
initiative is funded by the international 
NGO We World under the “Education 
Above All” initiative.

“This documentary offers an in-
depth analysis of the challenges faced 
by marginalized groups, including 
girls, children with disabilities, and 
those from low-income families, while 
providing solutions to ensure they re-
ceive an education,” Sylvia said.

The documentary features the voices 
of children, parents, teachers, civil so-
ciety organizations (CSOs), and govern-
ment officials, initiating discussions on 
the barriers preventing these groups 
from accessing quality education.

Sylvia emphasized the need for poli-

cies and strategies that support vulner-
able populations, such as girls, chil-
dren with disabilities, and those from 
marginalized communities. Improving 
the school environment is essential for 
helping these children thrive in their 
education.

She further said that collaboration 
is crucial for representing the unique 
challenges faced by children in dif-
ferent contexts, thereby providing a 
comprehensive picture of their right 
to education and the obstacles they en-
counter.

Dr Rose Reuben, TAMWA director 
added that every child deserves qual-
ity, inclusive, and equitable educa-
tion for the betterment of society as a 

whole.
“By breaking down barriers, we can 

create opportunities for all children 
to thrive. Let’s work together to prior-
itize education in all our endeavours. 
Together, we can build a better tomor-
row,” Dr Reuben stated.

She called on all education stake-
holders—including parents, teachers, 
community leaders, NGOs, and gov-
ernment officials—to collaborate in 
addressing the obstacles that prevent 
children from attending school.

“This documentary serves as a road-
map for how we can collectively ensure 
that every child receives the quality 
education they deserve,” Dr Reuben 
concluded.

Regional PRs body 
launched in Arusha

TAMWA launches documentary to
promote inclusive quality education

Dr Zakia Mohamed Abubakar (L), a member of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), looks on as election assistant clerks and biometric equipment 
operators undergo practical training at Mwanamwema Shein Secondary School in Singida Rural District yesterday. The updating of the national Permanent Voters’ 
Register will be conducted in Dodoma and Singida regions from September 25 to October 1. Photo courtesy of INEC
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R
EPORTS say that 
the government has 
completed 11 out of 13 
activities in the first year 

of the five-year Tanzania Statistical 
Master Plan (TSMP), its second 
phase, taking us to fiscal 2026/2027.

The rollout is being closely 
followed by the World Bank 
working in tandem with the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), 
with both mainland Tanzania and 
Zanzibar involved.

Owing to the dating of what took 
place and when it is being unveiled 
to the media, there can be some 
fine discussion points that could 
take time to resolve.

The reason here is an explanation 
that assessment is conducted once 
in every six months and the last 
assessment was conducted in May, 
with the results being peered over 
this long.

A senior official talked of a total 
of 65 activities tied to statistical 
master plans out of which Tanzania 
selected 13 for review, having thus 
far done well in 11 items.

Non-experts in such issues 
aren’t expected to make hasty 
opinions on the matter, but there 
are structural issues to sort out – 
including whether the 13 issues 
chose were random or at least we 
stood to do well in those aspects 
rather than others. The clear 
implication is that if this was 
random selection, we are indeed 
doing fairly well.

Otherwise, if the selection was 
structured to suit where we at least 
have something to show, it is prior 
admission that in well over 50 
activities the World Bank would be 
interested to monitor or examine 

we couldn’t promise much.
If these areas were skipped on 

account of clear weaknesses, it is 
mild solace that in the areas we 
could at least be accepted to be 
monitored, we did well in all but 
two. What remains is the global 
agency assessing that performance, 
even if we are predictably 
commended.

A senior economist at the 
global lender’s New York office, 
something of a liaison office and 
likely a diplomatic window as 
well, commended the Tanzania’s 
significant progress since its March 
2023 mission.

Going by the assessment, 
this reflects the government’s 
commitment to the TSMP 
objectives – which means that we 
are indeed doing something in that 
regard.

Still, there is something not quite 
transparent in the statistical uplift 
drive, perhaps indicated in the 
long list of aspects that could be 
monitored or assessed separately.

Evidently, this achievement 
places Tanzania in a spot from 
where to continue receiving 
support from the World Bank for 
subsequent activities under TSMP 
Phase II.

The activities include 
training, development of a 
quality assessment framework, 
enhancements in the viability 
of the consumer price index 
and improvements in statistical 
infrastructure.

There is also the need to procure 
computers for data collection and 
completion of research initiatives, 
all of which count as basic office 
needs.

We may have done well in how we 
collect statistics for good, bad data

By Nonhlanhla Ngwenya

I
N a world increasingly 
dominated by digital 
technology, the media 
landscape in Zimbabwe 

is undergoing significant 
transformation. The rise of artificial 
intelligence (AI) is reshaping the way 
news is consumed and produced. 
However, this rapid evolution 
is magnifying existing gender 
disparities.

Women, who comprise 30 per cent 
of the Zimbabwean media workforce, 
face challenges that hinder their full 
participation in this digital era.

Addressing these issues is critical 
to achieving equity in opportunities 
in today’s technology-driven 
environment.

The gender digital divide in 
Zimbabwe reflects a broader 
trend across Africa. Many women 
encounter substantial barriers to 
accessing essential digital tools 
and reliable internet services, 
with economic constraints and 
entrenched social norms often 
favouring men.

Fields related to science, 
technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) remain 
predominantly male, thus limiting 
the number of women pursuing 
careers in these areas.

It is disconcerting that in 2024, 
some communities uphold societal 
expectations and educational 
barriers that prevent young girls from 
engaging with technology, creating a 
significant knowledge gap in AI that 
women journalists find difficult to 
bridge.

Within the media industry, women 
often lack access to training and 
upskilling programmes focused on 
AI and related technologies.

Many professional development 
initiatives are poorly funded or fail to 
specifically target female journalists, 
impeding their ability to keep pace 
with technological changes.

Research shows that gender-
unconscious biases have detrimental 
effects at multiple points in 
the recruitment process: Job 
descriptions and qualifications often 
contain subtly masculine language 
that dissuades female applicants 
and perpetuates occupational 
segregation.

Such recruitment practices 
often favour male candidates for 

tech-centric positions, further 
constraining women’s involvement 
in these critical fields.

The underrepresentation of 
women not only affects individual 
career trajectories but also impacts 
the overall quality of media output, 
as a lack of diverse perspectives can 
lead to skewed narratives and limited 
coverage of issues that resonate with 
women.

To tackle these challenges, a 
collective effort from various 
stakeholders – including the 
government, civil society, media 
organisations and the corporate 
sector – is essential.

Investing in digital infrastructure 
and ensuring affordable access to 
technology is paramount. Policies 
promoting digital literacy and 
scholarships for women in STEM 
should be prioritised.

NGOs and advocacy groups can 
enhance awareness and provide 
targeted training programmes 
in AI and digital technologies for 
women, while grassroots initiatives 
can dismantle societal barriers that 
hinder participation.

Media companies should 
implement robust training 

programmes that empower female 
journalists to acquire skills in AI and 
related technologies and actively 
combat gender bias.

Ensuring women are represented 
in decision-making roles and creating 
inclusive work environments are 
crucial steps.

Additionally, corporations in the 
technology sector should forge 
partnerships with educational 
institutions and media organisations 
to enhance AI knowledge and skills 
among women, offering internships 
and sponsored workshops to bridge 
the skills gap.

Addressing the gender divide 
exacerbated by AI demands unified 
action from all corners of society. 
By enhancing access to technology, 
providing targeted education and 
training, and cultivating inclusive 
workplace cultures, we can empower 
more women to thrive in the digital 
age.

This shift will not only bolster 
women’s representation in the media 
but also enrich the overall journalistic 
narrative in Zimbabwe.

• The writer is a project officer 
at Zimbabwe chapter of the Media 
Institute of Southern Africa (MISA).

The gender and AI divide: Bridging the gap for women in Zimbabwe’s media

By Josh Perkins

L
IFE is a mix. It is filled 
with a lot of good and bad 
stuff. Dangers and safety 
coexist. And so you hardly 

can avoid them. I can assure you 
one thing: you will experience them 
both. Both good and evil will come 
your way.

The aim is to expect them and not 
complain when they happen: good 
and evil. My advice is to be open to 
both and see what you can make of 
them. Do anything but complain.

Complaining is the worst 
response to the experiences life will 
send your way. It makes you worse 
and teaches you nothing.

As you know, life is a school. Every 
experience is a lesson. And learning 
is the goal. Great. Let’s go!

One: That it worked for others 
doesn’t mean it will for you. We 
all have different destinies. And 
every destiny has its unique magical 
powers.

What mine brings to pass yours 
might not. The business that 
brought me fortune might not bring 
you a fortune; the very principles 
that bring Tim Dennigs millions 
of views might bring you just a 
hundred; the very niche that brings 
someone huge engagement and fan 
loyalty might not do the same for 
you.

Do you know why? It has to do 
with the uniqueness of our journeys 
and destinations in life. We might 
all be on the same road but, trust 
me, we are heading to different 
destinations. It doesn’t work for 

you, it probably wasn’t meant to. 
Either let it be or let it go.

Two: You won’t always win. 
Life is a school. The objective is 
that through her experiences you 
grow, expand your soul, enrich 
your existence, and savour life to 
the fullest. Since that is the case, it 
is impossible to reach that height 
if you only have success happen to 
you.

So prepare to have some failed 
attempts – even in areas you have 
had the most success. There are 
unique virtues that it is only by 
failing that they get integrated into 
our nature. You don’t want to miss 
them.

Three: People only enjoy the 
sound of their victories. There’s a 
certain couple that had one of the 
best weddings and had a set of twins 
just one year later. Two years down 
the line, they lost those babies. Till 
now, they are yet to have another.

What happened? They kept 
posting these babies on their 
WhatsApp status, Instagram (now 
X) story and Facebook pages.

Advice: keep your success to 
yourself. The wickedness of men 
is more real than you think. Most 
people are not happy, trumpeting 
your success only makes them feel 
worse and angrier. And if they can 
do anything to turn your life upside 
down, they will. So take caution.

Four: Not everyone will like 
you. Your kindness won’t change 
that a bit. They just don’t like you. 
And there is absolutely nothing 
you can do about it. So don’t try to 
impress anyone by going the extra 

mile for them. Be fair to everyone.
But once you’ve done your best 

and they are not satisfied, don’t do 
more. They still won’t be satisfied. It 
is just life and your part is to accept 
it just as it is.

A certain supervisor cancelled 
my project work and asked me to 
start all over again; the same man 
accepted a similar work from my 
coursemate. It is what it is. Just 
accept it and move on.

Life continues no matter what 
happens to you. If you die today, 
life continues. People will still go to 
their offices. Your friends will still 
have their breakfasts. Your lecturer 
will still go to class. The sun will still 
shine.

So take care of yourself. Live life 
on your terms. Enjoy it as much 
as you can. In the end, whatever 
happens to you, life continues.

Five: A set of white teeth does 
not indicate a pure heart. She 
had no parents. The mother died 
in January 2010. Being the first of 
four and the only girl among four 
boys, she dropped out of school and 
started hustling.

During that period, she met a man 
who offered to help. He sponsored 
her through school. She graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration.

They fell in love, and the man 
engaged her. Life was beautiful. 
She was living her dreams. Then it 
happened. It was her birthday. She 
invited her friends over.

It was an enormous party in her 
finance’s house. Just later that night 
after the party, she started feeling 

unwell. By the next morning, the 
condition worsened. She started 
vomiting.

Her man rushed her to the 
emergency unit of a specialist 
hospital. And that was it. She was 
poisoned.

“But it was a party of friends”, you 
may wonder.

However, I’m not surprised. It is 
one of the sad truths of life. A set 
of white teeth does not indicate a 
pure heart. Be careful. Even among 
friends, there are enemies.

Six: Nobody stays forever. 
Everyone has a role in your life 
and when their role ends, they will 
leave. So be strong.

Seven: Soon you will be 70. Life 
will be so different then than when 
you were in your 20s and 30s. You 
may not be able to drive yourself, 
drink Coca-Cola freely, enjoy sex 
like you used to, hit the gym or go 
to parties…

Your strength will decline, and 
your sight will dim. And you will 
be depending on someone else for 
most things. Take care of the people 
around you. They are the ones you 
will depend on in your 70s.

Final thoughts. The world is not 
how many people think it is. And 
you can’t afford to live in the dark 
like many others.

Chances are that you were 
ignorant about them before now. If 
you already knew them, l am glad 
they served as a reminder. Have a 
lovely day, today.

• A medium.com dispatch. Josh 
Perkins, a medic, is a relationship 
advice coach.

Seven very uncomfortable truths you should know about life

A 
United Nations 
agency and a sports 
tourism organiser 
are understood to be 

forging a partnership targeting 
the western sphere of Tanzania’s 
northern tourism circuit.

Officials at the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
talk of the move as an initiative 
meant to help turn the circuit into 
a more inclusive economic area. 

It is a good idea as tourism is 
something of a concentrated kind 
of business, which is why the 
programme is interesting as it is 
focused on ensuring that tourism 
revenues benefit local populations 
around the Serengeti National 
Park – a UNESCO world heritage 
site.

UNDP officials say the idea is to 
use tourism to empower fishermen, 
farmers and livestock keepers to 
engage more meaningfully in the 
tourism value chain.

That would be an excellent 
growth idea if it focused on 
how tourism is conducted on a 
sustainable basis all year long. 
UNDP is targeting an event where 
this sort of ‘inclusinomics’ is 
demonstrated, then everyone goes 
home.

Were it a much wider strategy, 
affirmations on redirecting tourist 
spending towards grassroots 
economies would be more 
substantial, as finally everyone 
has the liberty to join a value 
chain if such person is sufficiently 
competitive.

That is why the effort initiated 
is aimed at an upcoming Serengeti 
Safari Marathon where UNDP 
seeks to ensure that local suppliers 
in products like beef, fish, fruits 
and vegetables to hotels and 
lodges in the Serengeti area buy 
local products.

The suppliers are local by being 
defined at the community level, 
which excludes neighbours.

What is noticeable in the UNDP 

effort is far from surprising as 
radicals are always at hand to figure 
out how ‘what there is’ ought to be 
distributed, not how more capital 
is formed in a particular area or 
attracted from outside.

Having productive units that 
need to hire is the best way to 
bring up local communities, when 
they are assured of a market for 
their goods all the year round.

UNDP is targeting an event five 
to six weeks from now, and this is 
clothed in terms of boosting local 
businesses and fostering growth.

Momentary social inclusion is 
thus what can be expected, which 
diminishes any effort to gauge 
its relevance for environmental 
sustainability.

Going by what the UN agency 
is saying, it is as if the marathon 
event is meant to serve as a role 
model, an illustration of how 
tourism as a business needs to 
link with the grassroots level, but 
where it remains unclear as to how 
much the model can actually be 
emulated.

For once, it would appear to 
suggest that all that tourists need 
should come from within the local 
community where they can grow 
or produce, eliminating cross-
border trade, etc.

There is competition among 
brands where consumers know 
what they want, and it is unlikely 
that UNDP will liaise with regional 
authorities on whether tourist 
hotels should place local beer 
exclusively so at to link with 
‘grassroots’ or local needs general.

It would also be an issue if 
‘responsible trekking’ that hurts 
local businesses for raising the 
trading bar can be allowed or not.

UNDP is singularly concerned 
about uplifting the local indigenous 
people, where the low level of such 
inclusion needs a big event so that 
more and more products – and not 
complex exchanges – are brought 
into the market.

What of hopes by UNDP on sports 
tourism capacity in rural economy?
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By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

T
he Tanzania Investment 
Centre (TIC) is actively 
promoting foreign invest-
ment in the nation’s fin-

tech startups, which play a vital role 
in addressing financial challenges 
and fostering economic develop-
ment.

At the recent PesaTech networking 
event and Demo Day held in Dar es 
Salaam, TIC’s Director of Research 
and Information Systems Leopard 
Shayo, underscored the significance 
of supporting local innovators, par-
ticularly the youth, who are essential 
in creating innovative solutions.

Shayo emphasized that many 
fintech innovators in Tanzania are 
young and possess a strong spirit of 
creativity and quick thinking. 

He urged investors to support 
these emerging talents by investing 
in technology. “Our youth are skilled 
and brimming with innovative ideas; 
attracting investors in this field can 
significantly contribute to our eco-
nomic growth,” he stated.

The TIC is making concerted ef-
forts to create a favorable invest-
ment climate, ensuring that foreign 
investors, especially newcomers, can 
navigate the market with ease. Shayo 
mentioned TIC’s initiatives to con-
nect startups with international part-

Tanzania boosts foreign investment in fintech startups

By Guardian Reporter

Lifezone Metals Limited in partnership 
with BHP have announced the commence-
ment of the project financing process for 
the Kabanga Nickel Project in Tanzania, 
which the government owns 16 percent 
share.

Lifezone Chief Executive Officer, Chris 
Showalter announced yesterday in a state-
ment that the company has received a Let-
ter of Interest from the US International 
Development Finance Corporation (DFC) 
that expressed DFC’s interest in considering 
the Project for loans as part of the Project’s 
financing package.

Showalter also commented: “The initia-
tion of the project financing process with 
Societe Generale is a crucial next step in 
securing the funding required for Kabanga, 
and is yet another indicator of the strategic 
importance of the Project to our global part-
ners. With DFC’s interest in supporting Ka-
banga, the US government clearly recogniz-
es the critical role that sustainable mineral 
development in Africa plays in the global 
energy transition. Today’s announcement 
reinforces this vision and again highlights 
the strong relationship between the United 
States and Tanzania.”

DFC is America’s development finance in-
stitution. It partners with the private sector 
to finance solutions to the most critical chal-
lenges facing the developing world today 
across sectors including energy, infrastruc-
ture, healthcare, agriculture, and financial 
services. 

DFC investments adhere to high stand-
ards and respect the environment, human 
rights, and worker rights.

Minister of Minerals, Anthony Mavunde, 
welcomed the news, saying: “The Kabanga 
Nickel Project is a model example of the 
Government of Tanzania’s commitment 
to fostering sustainable development and 
economic growth for the benefit of Tanza-
nia and Tanzanians. We are delighted with 
the announcement that DFC has signed a 
Letter of Interest for project finance of Ka-
banga. Building on the 2023 visit to Tanza-
nia by Vice President Harris, DFC’s action 
shows that Tanzania and the United States 
continue to develop a strong economic 
partnership founded on a shared vision for 
sustainable development and we are look-
ing forward to further developing our rela-
tionship to pursue our common goals.”

Mavunde said this project will not only 
boost the country’s economy regionally 
and nationally, but also position Tanzania as 
a leading international player in the global 
nickel market, contributing significantly to 

Lifezone initiates project financing for Kabanga nickel project 

ners, highlighting the need for investments 
that nurture local fintech expertise.

“We have the human resources and skills 
necessary for innovation. By attracting in-
vestors, we can cultivate a workforce that 
will enhance our economic landscape,” he 
noted. 

He urged universities to prioritize tech-
nology and innovation, suggesting that uti-
lizing tech hubs and online resources could 
further empower youth to compete in the 
fintech sector globally.

Shayo praised PesaTech Accelerator for 
its role in supporting young innovators who 
address local challenges through technol-
ogy, particularly in finance. He highlighted 
the transformative impact of fintech on the 
economy, noting its potential to enhance 
financial ecosystems and promote inclusiv-
ity. For instance, fintech solutions can help 
farmers’ access funds, enabling them to 
invest in modern tools and hire labor, thus 
improving their productivity.

“Fintech also facilitates quicker access to 
capital for SMEs, provides online account-
ing tools, and streamlines payment process-
es, allowing them to scale operations more 
effectively,” he added.

Ivana Damjanov, UNCDF’s country lead 
for Tanzania, emphasized fintech’s critical 
role in promoting financial inclusion and 
called for more partnerships to bolster 
these initiatives. She described PesaTech 
not just as an accelerator but as a vital play-
er in Tanzania’s broader transformation vi-
sion.

Damjanov noted the success of the current fin-
tech cohort, which features a significant number 
of female-led startups and has expanded its geo-
graphical reach to five regions: Mbeya, Dodoma, 
Dar es Salaam, Morogoro, and Arusha. This pro-
gress reflects growing awareness and interest in 
fintech across the country, as well as an increase in 
female entrepreneurship within the sector.

With support from NMB Bank, many applicants 
accessed capital and engaged in valuable dia-
logues with various bank departments, fostering 
effective collaborations. “The future of fintech in 
Tanzania looks promising, and PesaTech will con-
tinue to nurture the next generation of fintech en-
trepreneurs,” she affirmed.

Tian Zhang, UNCDF’s project manager, shared 
insights into the PesaTech Accelerator’s evolution, 
detailing the extensive training, mentoring, and fi-
nancial support provided to participants, ranging 
from $5,000 to $15,000 per startup.

Edger Masatu, UNCDF Innovations Analyst, 
stressed the goal of empowering fintech entre-
preneurs to tackle various challenges through in-
novative solutions that assist financial institutions 
in reaching diverse sectors like agriculture, educa-
tion, health, and transportation.

He highlighted successful startups such as 
Hashtech Tanzania, which utilizes IoT and elec-
tronic ticketing to combat fraud via the Mysafari 
app; Swahilies, which offers digital management 

the global energy transition.
Scott Nathan, Chief Executive Officer of 

DFC added: “DFC is helping to advance the 
global energy transition through projects 
that drive sustainable development and eco-
nomic growth. The Kabanga Nickel Project 
represents a significant opportunity to ad-
vance responsible mineral development in 
Tanzania, diversifying critical supply chains 
and fostering economic resilience in the re-
gion.”

The DFC loan application would initiate a 
comprehensive review process; this follows 
Lifezone’s August 27, 2024 announcement 
that DFC would be evaluating political risk 
insurance coverage for future investments 
in Kabanga.

Kabanga is one of the world’s largest and 
highest-grade undeveloped nickel sulfide 
deposits. By utilizing Lifezone’s Hydromet 
technology, the project is expected to signifi-
cantly reduce emissions compared to tradi-
tional smelting methods.

Kabanga is supported by the Partnership 
of Global Infrastructure and Investment 
(PGI), which is a values-driven, high-impact, 
and transparent infrastructure partnership 
that was created to meet the enormous 
infrastructure needs of low- and middle-
income countries and to support the United 
States’ and its allies’ economic and national 

security interests. 
Kabanga is also recognized as a project 

within the Minerals Security Partnership, a 
collaboration of 14 countries and the EU to 
catalyze public and private investment in 
responsible critical minerals supply chains 
globally.

Also, Societe Generale has been appoint-
ed as the lead financial advisor to Kabanga 
Nickel Limited, a subsidiary of Lifezone that 
is managed by Lifezone and in which BHP 
has a 17 percent interest.

Lenaig Trenaux, Global Head of Batteries, 
Mining and Industries, Societe Generale, 
commented: “Societe Generale supports 
its clients in the energy transition, through 
dedicated solutions, and a commitment to 
contribute to sustainable finance. We are 
very pleased to be working jointly with Life-
zone Metals and BHP to deliver the Kabanga 
Nickel Project, aiming to foster development 
in Tanzania and feed the energy transition 
with a large volume of low carbon critical 
mineral.”

Societe Generale brings world-leading 
expertise in large-scale debt financing for 
mining projects globally. In cooperation 
with BHP, Lifezone and Societe Generale 
will look to optimize Kabanga’s capital struc-
ture through a combination of multi-source 
project-level debt and equity.

tools for SMEs; and MEDPACK, which 
enhances the procurement and dis-
tribution of medical supplies through 
advanced financial technologies.

“Our mission is to ensure that every 
Tanzanian benefits from digital and 
economic inclusion, as these fintech 
solutions improve accessibility, secu-
rity, and efficiency, ultimately driving 
economic growth across sectors,” Ma-
satu stated.

Joshua Silayo, managing director 
of Anza Entrepreneurs, emphasized 
that robust partnerships among en-
trepreneurs, investors, and stake-
holders are crucial for developing a 
sustainable fintech ecosystem in Tan-
zania. 

He explained that the selection 
process for the ten fintech startups 
began last year with 70 applicants, ul-
timately narrowing down to the cho-
sen few who each received $5,000 to 
address identified gaps in the fintech 
landscape.

“The selection process took eleven 
months, during which we provided 
comprehensive training in finance, 
technology, and entrepreneurship, 
while also connecting startups with 
stakeholders,” Silayo noted.

Furthermore, the selected startups 
had the opportunity to visit Kenya, 
where they engaged with key players 
in the fintech industry at the Africa 
Technology Summit.

Village secures forest land rights 
after 20-year boundary dispute

By Correspondent Beatrice Philemon

A 
total of 2,500 villagers from 
Lusane village in Tunguli 
ward, Kilindi District, Tanga 
Region, now have legal rights 

to the Oloilili Village land forest. 
This development comes as the long-

standing 20-year boundary dispute be-
tween Lusane and Kitingi villages has 
finally been resolved, paving the way for 
the establishment of Community-Based 
Forest Management (CBFM).

Speaking at the 24th Annual General 
Meeting of the Tanzania Community For-
est Conservation Network (MJUMITA) 
held in Morogoro, Lusane village chair-
man, Isaya Paramisa, expressed his grati-
tude to MJUMITA and the Tanzania Forest 
Conservation Group (TFCG). 

He commended the groups for their 
efforts in resolving the conflict and fa-
cilitating discussions with village lead-
ers, religious elders, party officials, ward 
councilors, district authorities, and lands 
officers from Kilindi district.

“We are deeply thankful to MJUMITA 
and TFCG for helping us engage with all 
stakeholders, from religious and tradi-
tional leaders to government officials. 
Their efforts have helped us finally re-
solve a conflict that has persisted since 
1997,” Paramisa stated.

As a result of the resolution, Lusane vil-
lage has allocated 1,225 hectares of land to 
address community needs. Beacons have 
been installed to clearly mark the bounda-
ries between the two villages, and Lusane 
now has a formal village land use plan. 

This plan allocates land for various pur-
poses, including livestock keeping, agri-
culture, water sources, sustainable timber 
harvesting, and most notably, the estab-
lishment of a Village Land Forest Reserve 
under the CBFM framework.

The establishment of the forest reserve 
is expected to promote sustainable for-
est management, provide income for vil-
lage development projects, protect wa-
ter sources, and combat deforestation, 
which is a significant contributor to cli-
mate change.

Paramisa praised MJUMITA and TFCG 
for training 14 members of the Village 
Land Use Management Committee on 
land use planning. 

This training empowered the village 
to successfully implement its land use 

plans. Additionally, members of the 
Village Natural Resources Committee 
(VNRC) received training on forest man-
agement techniques, including the use 
of Global Positioning System (GPS) tech-
nology to designate specific plots for sus-
tainable timber harvesting.

“Thanks to the support of Peter Ibra-
him and Simon Lugazo from TFCG and 
MJUMITA, we were able to overcome this 
challenge and establish a village land for-
est reserve. Without their assistance, this 
would not have been possible,” Paramisa 
said.

He explained that earlier this year, a 
team of conservation experts from MJU-
MITA and TFCG visited Lusane village to 
educate the residents on land use plan-
ning. During the visit, the villagers shared 
that they had been unable to create land 
use plans due to the unresolved boundary 
conflict with Kitingi village. Following this 
discussion, MJUMITA and TFCG committed 
to helping resolve the issue.

Over a series of meetings with village 
councils, traditional elders, and religious 
leaders from both villages, the root of the 
conflict, a 2,450-hectare area in Kwedi-
boko, was identified. This area, home to a 
primary school and bordering a protected 
forest, had been the focus of the dispute.

After careful assessment by land experts, 
it was agreed that the land would be divid-
ed equally, with each village receiving 1,225 
hectares. Both villages accepted this pro-
posal, putting an end to the two-decade-
long dispute.

Peter Ibrahim, a project officer at TFCG, 
announced that Lusane villagers will soon 
begin benefiting from the Oloilili Village 
land forest reserve. Indigenous tree species 
suitable for sustainable timber harvesting 
have already been identified, and forest 
assessments are ongoing to determine the 
full potential for timber extraction.

Napoleon Mlowe, Natural Resource Of-
ficer for Handeni District Council, empha-
sized that designating village land as forest 
reserves is crucial for preventing defor-
estation and mitigating the effects of ille-
gal activities that have damaged forests in 
many parts of the country.

This workshop was organized by MJU-
MITA with support from the African 
Visionary Fund, Maliasili: Investing in 
People for Nature, and the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID).
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Intra-African investment paving  
way for deeper capital markets
 By Cheryl Buss

Africa is on track to become 
the world’s fastest-growing region, 
outpacing Asia, as it continues to fuel 
its rising prominence on the global 
stage. The continent is home to 11 of 
the twenty fastest-growing economies 
in 2024, with its progression fuelled 
by its young population, rich natural 
resources, and blossoming emerging 
markets.

The continent’s capital markets are a 
mosaic of diversity, reflecting varying 
levels of development across Africa. 
The Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
( JSE) stands as the largest and most 
advanced stock exchange in Africa, and 
is the 16th largest globally by market 
capitalisation. Africa also harbours 
many rapidly developing economies, 
such as Rwanda and Ghana, which 
continue to advance at pace.

However, global markets have been 
hit by challenge after challenge in 
recent years. Geopolitical tensions, 
economic instability, higher interest 
rates, weaker local currencies, and 
the ongoing impact of Covid-19, 
have pushed many countries into a 
perpetual state of ‘crisis mode’. Due to 
external factors beyond their control, 
many African nations are forced 
to focus their efforts on immediate 
problem-solving, putting long-term 
structural reforms on the back burner.

Just as the continent was beginning 
to build momentum in this area, it is 
now facing delays to critical policy 
changes which are vital for sustainable 
growth, stability, and attracting capital 
to Africa.

Enhancing local capital-market 
development in Africa is essential 
for laying a robust foundation for the 
continent’s private sector growth and 
economic expansion. But to make 
real strides in creating an attractive 
and secure investment climate, the 
importance of intra-African trade and 
investment must rise up the policy 
agenda.

INTRA-AFRICAN INVESTMENT TO 
STRENGTHEN MARKET DEPTH

Historically, African economies have 
relied heavily on external sources of 
funding, often overlooking the capital 
that exists within its own borders. By 
focusing on the development of local 
capital markets, the continent can 
empower itself to boost resilience, 
finance its own development agenda, 
reduce dependency on foreign 
investment and attract capital to Africa.

Intra-regional trade is crucial for 
unlocking economic growth on the 
continent. However, intra-African 
trade remains disproportionately 
low in comparison to other regions 
– accounting for just 16 percent of 
Africa’s total trade. 

Prioritising intra-African investment 
and tackling trading problems were 
some of the key drivers behind 
the establishment of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

Agreement. 
The AfCFTA promises to create the 

world’s largest single market, dismantle 
barriers to trade and smooth out difficult 
regulations from one country to another.

Strengthening intra-African economic 
ties also provides much-needed support 
to the continent’s small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs). SMEs are the 
lifeblood of African economies, providing 
significant sources of employment, 
driving innovation, and contributing 
significantly to GDP growth.

 However, access to finance remains 
a perennial challenge for many SMEs 
across the continent. By enhancing intra-
regional trade, these enterprises can tap 
into broader markets, stimulating local 
economies and creating a positive ‘trickle-
down’ effect that benefits communities at 
all levels.

While there is still a need to collaborate 
with development finance institutions 
(DFIs) to ensure adequate funding and 
support, the emphasis on SMEs can drive 
a self-sustaining growth cycle, in turn 
making the continent more attractive 
to external investors seeking diversified 
opportunities.

THE STATE OF PLAY IN AFRICA’S 
CAPITAL MARKETS

But against a backdrop of tough market 
conditions, there is still more work to 
be done to reinforce Africa’s financial 
resilience. Without strengthening its 
capital markets infrastructure, African 
countries will struggle to improve the 
flow of local assets, stimulate trade and 
support the continent’s SMEs.

To explore how countries can enhance 
the strength of their financial markets 
and boost sustainable growth, the Absa 
Africa Financial Markets Index (AFMI) 
was developed. 

The annual report, created in 
partnership with the Official Monetary 
and Financial Institutions Forum (OMFIF), 
scores 28 African countries’ financial 
development based on measures of 
market accessibility, openness and 
transparency. This provides a good 

By Yara Aziz & Taylor Pearce 

Following the outcome of the 
September 2024 Federal Open Market 
Committee meeting, US monetary 
policy has been eased for the first 
time in four years. At a recent OMFIF 
discussion, Bill Dudley, former 
president of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York, analysed the Fed’s 
monetary policy trajectory amid 
these evolving economic dynamics.

In the discussion, chaired by OMFIF 
US Chair Mark Sobel, Dudley framed 
the recent 50-basis-point cut of the 
federal funds rate as a calculated 
move to secure a soft landing for the 
economy, including as a ‘catch-up’ 
after holding rates steady in July. 

Dudley praised Fed Chair Jerome 
Powell for uniting the committee 
behind the decision to cut by 50 
rather than by 25 basis points, stating 
that the move was primarily driven 
by emerging signs of softening in the 
labour market.

Looking towards 2025, Dudley 
speculated that the federal funds rate 
could stabilise around 3-3.5 percent, 
provided labour market conditions 
do not deteriorate. Current market 
pricing reflects two potential 

Fed shifts focus from inflation to employment

lay of the land for the capital markets 
landscape in Africa and offers tangible 
recommendations to help the continent 
bolster its market infrastructure.

The results of the 2024 report showed 
scores rising for the majority of AFMI 
countries. This is largely due to an 
improvement in market transparency 
and macroeconomic conditions 
generally stabilising following the 
pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict.

The index shows that market size 
and liquidity have been significantly 
impacted by the downturn in global 
capital markets. Many African countries 
have a clear opportunity to improve 
their financial market infrastructure, 
particularly those in the earlier stages 
of development that have not yet 
established securities exchanges. 

However, the report shows that 
development of such infrastructure 
in Africa is gaining momentum, 
strengthening financial resilience across 
the continent and offering a platform for 
intra-African trade.

For instance, Ethiopia is in the final 
stages of preparations to launch its 
first fully fledged stock market: the 
Ethiopian Securities Exchange (ESX). 
Stakeholders from Ethiopia’s private 
sector are bidding to acquire stakes in 
the exchange, including major local 
financial services and insurance firms. 
This move will help accelerate the 
development of local capital markets 
infrastructure in Ethiopia, building a 
financial ecosystem ripe for investment.

ROOTED IN ROBUST GOVERNANCE
Large-scale initiatives to prioritise 

infra-African trade, such as the AfCFTA 
Agreement and the ESX, have the 
potential to significantly enhance 
Africa’s trading position in the global 
market. However, the success of these 
initiatives must be underpinned by 
strong governance.

Openness and transparency are 
essential in building both local and 
international investor confidence, 
which in turn is crucial for attracting 
the capital needed to fuel Africa’s 
economic ambitions. By committing 
to robust governance practices, 
African countries can create a more 
stable business environment which is 
aligned with international regulatory 
standards. This approach not only 
bolsters the credibility of intra-African 
trade agreements, but also ensures 
that the benefits of increased trade 
and investment are widely distributed 
across the continent.

With the right governance, Africa 
can build a more dynamic and resilient 
economic environment, encouraging 
long-term structural reforms and 
sustainable development – and cement 
its position on the world stage.

Cheryl Buss is the CE: Absa 
International, the international 
arm of South Africa-headquartered 
financial services holding company 
Absa Group

scenarios, both relatively benign: either 
no recession, leading to neutral rates, 
or a mild recession prompting the 
Fed toward easier monetary policy. 
Dudley emphasised the importance 
of pre-emptive action, pointing out 
past instances where the Fed was 
slow to respond to signs of economic 
overheating.

Divergence of inflation and 
employment

The Fed’s dual mandate – achieving 

price stability and maximum 
employment – requires careful balancing 
as inflation and employment diverge. 
While the FOMC’s focus has been on 
inflation over the past two years, Dudley 
noted that core inflation is trending 
downwards, now around 2.5%, edging 
closer to the Fed’s 2% target. At the 
same time, labour market softness is 
becoming evident, with the unfilled jobs-
to-unemployment ratio dropping from 
2:1 to 1:1.

He warned that rising 
unemployment could trigger 
recessionary pressures and noted 
that close monitoring of labour 
market indicators will be crucial. 
Although unemployment has risen, 
Powell views this as driven by 
increased labour force participation 
rather than widespread layoffs. This, 
in combination with gross domestic 
product holding up well, suggests 
that recession risks remain low. 
But when it comes to future rate 
decisions, Dudley reflected, ‘I think 
the labour markets now are going to 
get 80% of the attention and inflation 
20 percent – six months ago, it was 
reversed.’

The 50-basis-point cut serves as a 
buffer against further weakening in 
the labour market. In the absence of 
a recession, Dudley projected that 
the federal funds rate may hover 
between 3 percent and 3.5 percent, 
but in a more severe downturn, they 
could fall even further, to somewhere 
between 2-3 percent.

Inflation persistence and 
investor optimism

Several risks complicate the 
monetary policy outlook. Inflation, 
particularly in service sectors, 
remains sticky, with prices above 
4 percet. During the discussion, 
Dreyfus Chief Economist and former 
FOMC monetary policy director 
Vincent Reinhart raised concerns 
that inflation may persist longer 
than expected, complicating the 
Fed’s efforts. Rising goods prices 
also present upside risks to inflation 
forecasts.

‘The world’s a risky place, and a 
part of the disinflation in 2024 has 
been the fact that goods prices have 
basically been unchanged,’ explained 
Reinhart. ‘I’m not sure that we should 
count on that over the next year… I 
have an upside risk associated with 
that.’

Market optimism also poses a 
challenge. Speakers agreed that 
investors anticipating rapid shifts 
to accommodative policies may 
underestimate the risks associated 
with rising interest rates. Effective 
communication with the market is 
therefore critical for the Fed going 
forward.

During the discussion, Sonal Desai, 
chief investment officer for Franklin 

Templeton Fixed Income and 
former International Monetary Fund 
economist, pointed out a disconnect 
between tight high-yield debt spreads 
and underlying economic recession 
fears. While spreads indicate market 
optimism, the Fed must avoid 
exacerbating risks by mismanaging 
expectations. Dudley noted that 
markets are ‘still pretty aggressive 
in the near term’. But he echoed 
Desai’s concerns regarding excessive 
optimism – if markets ‘expect more 
than Powell can deliver’, it could 
destabilise financial conditions, 
complicating the Fed’s management 
of rate expectations.

Dudley voiced modest expectations 
for the upcoming Fed monetary 
policy framework review.  A thorough 
review of its quantitative easing and 
quantitative tightening practices was 
noted as essential by all discussants 
as well as a more pre-emptive 
symmetrical approach to inflation 
under- and overshoots. Dudley 
criticised the lack of a structured 
framework for assessing these tools, 
noting a $200bn deficit in the Fed’s 
balance sheet. There is a growing 
consensus that QE should not be the 
Fed’s first tool in future downturns; 
instead, conventional tools should be 
prioritised.

The equilibrium real interest rate, or 
R*, remains uncertain. Dudley agreed 
with Powell’s assessment that R* is 
likely higher than during the 2008 
financial crisis, especially given fiscal 
pressures, and noted that Fed policy-
makers’ estimations range between 
2.4 percent and 3.8 percent. More 
generally, he lamented the lack of focus 
in the US on fiscal debts and deficits, 
observing that these could boost 
the term premium and even raise 
questions about fiscal dominance.

The Fed’s ability to balance inflation 
control with labour market stability 
is crucial as it navigates fiscal policy 
uncertainties, market dynamics and 
economic risks. The path ahead will 
require a pre-emptive yet cautious 
stance and effective communication, 
along with clearer plans for QE and 
QT and more clarity on R.

Yara Aziz (pictured-R) is 
Economist and Taylor Pearce 
(pictured-L)is Lead Economist, 
Economic and Monetary Policy 
Institute at OMFIF.

By Guardian Reporter

THE new submarine cable infra-
structure is set to elevate and trans-
form the digital sector in Tanzania and 
provide superior internet connectivity 
to three billion people worldwide.

At the Connect 2 Connect (C2C) 
2024 Summit in Arusha, Dr. Adedoyin 
Adeola, Chief Network Engineering Of-
ficer at Airtel Tanzania, highlighted the 
significance of the 45,000-kilometer 
2Africa subsea cable, describing it as 
a game changer for Tanzania’s digital 
ecosystem.

The telecom company has commit-
ted to leading the transformation of 
the digital landscape in Tanzania with 
the recent activation of the 2Africa 
Subsea Cable Landing Station in Mbe-
zi, Dar es Salaam.

“2Africa will provide critical internet 
infrastructure to a continent with 1.2 
billion people and beyond,” Dr. Adeola 
stated. “It has the potential to signifi-
cantly improve digital access in Africa, 
driving economic growth, reducing 
inequality, and fostering technological 
innovation,” he said.

The positions Africa to better inte-
grate into the global digital economy 
and supports sustainable develop-
ment across the continent. It also es-

tablishes Tanzania as a technology 
hub for East and Southern Africa.

He further emphasized that the 2Af-
rica Submarine Cable landing station 
will help bridge the digital divide be-
tween urban and rural areas in Tan-
zania by enhancing internet acces-
sibility and promoting the growth of 
online businesses, ultimately creating 
additional revenue streams for the 
government and improving individu-
al lives.

Joseph Muhere, Business Director 
of the telecom company, added that 
the infrastructure supports the coun-
try’s transition to a digital economy, 
aligning with Tanzania’s broader vi-
sion of promoting socioeconomic 
growth and digital inclusivity.

“The 2Africa submarine cable land-
ing station reflects the company’s 
commitment to positively impacting 
the lives of our customers, stakehold-
ers, and communities,” he said.

 The facility has the potential to at-
tract local and foreign investment and 
foster innovation. We invite compa-
nies to join us in elevating their capaci-
ties through this subsea cable.

Last year the company activated the 
2Africa submarine cable system, span-
ning an impressive 45,000 kilometres, 
connecting three continents.

New submarine cable seeking to 
elevate Tanzania’s digital sector
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As a nation, every organisation, 
institution and authority should be 
aware of and follow to cybersecurity 
best practices that advance our own 
goals and priorities and are consist-
ent with the vision outlined in our 
Government Cybersecurity Strategy 
2022-2027. 

The cybersecurity strategy of any 
organisation, institution or author-
ity should clearly describe the roles 
and duties of the stakeholders tasked 
with carrying out the activity, as well 
as contain means to hold members 
accountable for the implementa-
tion, monitoring, assessment, and 
outcomes of their actions. It’s also 
critical to remember that any risk-
management strategy should be rou-
tinely assessed because cybersecurity 
threats in businesses and government 
agencies are incredibly dynamic and 
unexpected.

The organisation’s, institution’s and 
authority’s cybersecurity strategy 
should identify and assess the dynam-
ic cyber threat landscape, as well as 
any potential effects and consequenc-
es on critical infrastructures and es-
sential services that are necessary 
for the economy to function properly 
and whose destruction or incapacita-
tion would severely undermine the 
nation’s physical or economic secu-
rity, public health, and safety.

A standard approach for managing 
cybersecurity risks should be identi-
fied in the strategy for all organisa-
tions, institutions and authorities. 
This approach should include evalu-
ating assets, analyzing threats, putting 
in place and maintaining mitigating 
measures, and accepting residual 
risk. This will simplify the sharing of 
threat and risk information across 
interdependent systems and guaran-
tee efficiency and consistency across 
all organisations, institutions and au-
thorities.

Crucially, the risk-management 
methodology should offer guidance 
on minimizing risk through secure 
architecture and design and regular 
assessments/audits for the procure-

ment and development of infrastructures 
or services for organisations, institutions 
and authorities. 

This is because it acknowledges that 
security is best achieved when it is an in-
tegral part of the process of designing, 
developing, and implementing a process, 
product, or service. 

In order to strengthen the security of 
a nation’s critical information infrastruc-
ture, the strategy should promote the 
establishment of official public-private 
partnerships. Building trust, identifying 
and exchanging ideas, approaches, and 
best practices for enhancing security, 
and developing cross-sector and sector-
specific cybersecurity baselines are just a 
few of the benefits that come with work-
ing together to establish sustainable part-
nerships. All participating stakeholders 
must, however, have a clear understand-
ing of the partnership’s objectives and the 
mutual security benefits that result from 
doing so.

The following are examples of good 
practices that are taken into account when 
forming public-private partnerships: co-
ordinating capacity-building initiatives, 
creating cybersecurity-specific curricula 
and awareness-raising campaigns, grow-
ing training and workforce-development 
programs, implementing international 
certification programs, and encouraging 
innovation and R&D clusters.

The development or expansion of spe-
cialized curricula targeted at speeding up 
the development of cybersecurity skills 

and awareness across the formal educa-
tion system should be facilitated by our 
education system, from elementary school 
to high school. Higher education programs 
in computer science and IT should incor-
porate cybersecurity courses. 

Additionally, cybersecurity degrees and 
apprenticeships should be established. 
These establishments can be vital in im-
parting knowledge on the specific prin-
ciples of cybersecurity to the civilian and 
military workforces. They can also act as 
breeding grounds for the next generation 
of workers, fusing theory with practice, 
tools, and implementation, and making 
the most of campus resources to integrate 
expertise, capacity for thought, and practi-
cal skills.

A nation’s cybersecurity program must 
also be implemented successfully, which 
calls for strong political will and leadership 
supported by reliable alliances. The crea-
tion of cybersecurity education and skill-
building programs for professionals and 
non-professionals in the public and private 
sectors can aid the nation in achieving its 
cybersecurity goals. This guarantees that a 
nation is well-aware of the risks to which it 
is exposed and enables it to control those 
risks to the greatest extent possible.

Ibrahim Sultan is Cyber Security 
Consultant based in Arusha. These are 
his personal views. He can be reached 
through email address: HYPERLINK 
“mailto:sultibr a@gmail.com”sultibr 
a@gmail.com 

How Tanzania can achieve 
cyber-security objectives

JACK LIFTON

In recent years, critical minerals 
have become a buzzword, yet the 
concept behind them seems newly 
minted. Suddenly, everything is “criti-
cal” in the resource world. But amidst 
this surge of attention, a fundamen-
tal issue arises—what exactly makes 
a mineral critical? As someone who 
has spent a lifetime immersed in the 
technical intricacies of the chemi-
cal and metallurgical properties of 
technology metals, I can tell you: it’s 
a complex question.

I’ve noticed a disturbing trend in 
many of the analyses I come across. 
As a rule, I stop reading any technical 
report as soon as I find a glaring er-
ror because one mistake often com-
pounds into several. Unfortunately, 
in the world of critical minerals, 
these mistakes are rampant, espe-
cially among analysts with little to no 
understanding of chemistry or met-
allurgy. And that is a major problem.

Understanding the core: chem-
istry and metallurgy

To the average investor, understand-
ing the form and function of metals 
might seem like minutiae best left to 
professors or scientists. But I argue that 
without a proper grasp of the basic 
chemistry and metallurgy of these ele-
ments, any analysis of their economic 
importance is flawed from the start.

Let’s get one thing clear: metals are 
not stable in their natural form. Unlike 
gold, which can be found as a metal in 
nature, most metals exist in oxidized 
forms. 

Producing usable metals from ores 
involves reducing this oxidation, a 
complex process that transforms a 
mineral into its least stable form—a 
metal. Only a deep understanding of 
these processes allows us to accurately 
assess the feasibility and costs of min-
ing, refining, and utilizing critical 
minerals.

Analysts often fall into the trap of 
assuming that the mineral found in 
the ground is ready for industrial 
use. This couldn’t be further from 
the truth. Take, for instance, neo-
dymium—a crucial element for per-
manent magnets.  The raw mineral 
containing neodymium needs to go 
through numerous steps: extraction, 
separation, purification, and alloy-
ing, all before it becomes a usable 
material.

 Each of these stages requires ex-
pertise, technology, and money—far 
more than what a simple price-per-

kilogram calculation might suggest.
The economics of misunderstand-

ing
The sheer volume of misinforma-

tion in so-called critical minerals 
analysis is staggering. Many of the fi-
nancial pundits predicting prices for 
rare earths, lithium, or other critical 
elements five or ten years from now 
lack a basic understanding of the sci-
ence behind these materials. Predict-
ing future demand or supply with-
out a deep comprehension of their 
chemical nature leads to misguided 
conclusions.

In my own reading, I regularly en-
counter errors like confusing com-
mon elements such as germanium, 
gallium, or manganese with rare 
earth metals. This misunderstand-
ing stems from a lack of basic chemi-
cal education and results in inflated 
claims about supply and demand.

A call for true experts
As a metallurgist and a chemist, I 

do not claim to be a financial expert, 
but I do understand metals and min-
erals at a fundamental level. After 
decades of working in the trenches, 
I’ve seen firsthand how the lack of 
scientific knowledge can lead to poor 
decisions and misguided invest-
ments.

I believe it’s time to start holding 
analysts accountable for the quality 
of their assessments. Let’s create a 
system where we can measure the 
credibility of these analyses, based 
on sound scientific principles. This 
industry needs more experts, not 
fewer. And until we raise the stand-
ards of analysis, we risk continuing to 
misinform investors, governments, 
and industries alike.

For now, I will continue to hold my 
metaphorical lamp, like Diogenes, 
searching for truth in a world in-
creasingly cluttered with half-truths 
and misunderstandings about the 
critical minerals we need to power 
the future.

Jack Lifton (pictured) is the Co-
Chair of the Critical Minerals In-
stitute (CMI), which was founded 
in 2022 and is focused on building 
a North American critical mineral 
supply chain. These include cop-
per, rare earths, platinum group 
metals, steel alloy metals, lithium, 
cobalt, graphite, and most of the 
rare critical minerals necessary 
for our health, safety, and tech-
nologies, both consumer and mili-
tary.

Unravelling the complexity of critical 
mineral resources: A call for expertise

By Kester Kenn Klomegah, Moscow 

After two symbolic African 
leaders’ summits, Russia’s trading is 
steadily increasing but significantly 
in exports of military weapons and 
equipment. 

According to Kremlin reports, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said the trade turnover between 
Russia and African countries had 
increased by almost 35 percent in 
the first half of 2023 despite interna-
tional sanctions.

During the first summit, Putin 
promised to double trade with Af-
rican states within five years as he 
sought to win new friends with of-
fers of nuclear power plants and 
fighter jets. 

He fixed the expected figure at 
$40 billion, which he repeated in 
several speeches until the last sum-
mit held in July 2023 in St. Peters-
burg.

According to the Russia Today 
(RT) report, under the headline 
“Russia expanding African defence 
partnerships” issued 5th Sept. 2024, 
Russia’s arms exporter Rosoboro-
nexport has outlined plans for joint 
ventures regarding military equip-
ment with the continent. That re-
port indicated that the Russian arms 
export agency Rosoboronexport 
has been advancing multiple coop-
eration projects with African coun-
tries, quoted Aleksandr Mikheev, 
the agency’s head.

Mikheev, speaking on the side-
lines of the Egypt International 
Airshow, further said his agency 
was working on several industrial 
cooperation projects with African 
countries, focusing on the licensed 
production of small arms, ammu-
nition, armoured vehicles, and fast 
combat boats.

The head of the Russian arms ex-
port agency also noted the increas-
ing importance of Africa and the 
Middle East in the company’s over-
all business. “The combined share 
of Middle Eastern and African coun-

Russia trade with Africa grows amid sanctions

tries in Rosoboronexport’s order portfolio ex-
ceeds 50 percent, which translates to over $25 
billion,” he said.

Mikheev revealed that over 40 African na-
tions are actively engaged in military-technical 
collaboration with Russia. “There is a very 
significant share of signed and executed con-
tracts in the order portfolio. Mostly, of course, 
it is equipment, air force, air defence, helicop-
ters, small arms, electronic warfare.”

Last December for instance, the Rosobo-
ronexport head said that African countries 
bought more than 30 percent of the weapons 
systems exported by Russia in 2023. 

The Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI) reported last year that 
Russia had overtaken China as the leading 
arms seller in sub-Saharan Africa, with market 
share growing to 26 percent as of 2022. 

According to the report, Algeria, Angola, 
Egypt, and Sudan were the top importers of 
Russian weapons on the continent.

Business& Financial Times also reported 
that Putin had promised to double trade with 
African states within five years as he sought to 
win new friends with offers of nuclear power 
plants and fighter jets. Moscow remains the 
biggest exporter of arms to Africa.

The most successful pillar of Russia’s con-

ventional trade with Africa is arms, managed 
mainly by state-controlled Rosoboronexport. 
Between 2010 and 2021 Russian arms ex-
ports to Africa dwarfed those of every oth-
er supplier and were three times greater 
than those of China, the second-biggest 
over the period, according to SIPRI.

Other Russian companies with signifi-
cant operations in Africa include Alrosa, 
which operates diamond projects in An-
gola and is exploring in Zimbabwe; Rusal, 
which mines bauxite in Guinea; and Ro-
satom, which is building a nuclear power 
plant in Egypt.

As years move on, few of those promises 
have concretely materialized and yet Rus-
sian influence on the continent is grow-
ing faster than at any point since the end 
of the Cold War. But this trend has fallen 
short of the Kremlin’s promise to African 
leaders. African exporters are not trading in 
Russia’s market due to multiple reasons in-
cluding inadequate knowledge of trade pro-
cedures, rules and regulations as well as the 
existing market conditions. 

Until now, African entrepreneurs have 
struggled pathways to explore Russia’s market 
as trade preferences also mentioned several 
times failed to be implemented.

Multiple challenges still grossly remain and stand in the pathways to ul-
timately realize the economic cooperation goals set by the two summits. 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov plans to hold the first Foreign Ministerial 
Conference in November 2024 to strategize some aspects of strengthening 
economic cooperation between Russia and Africa.

Some experts think that the ongoing crisis between Russia and the West is 
stimulating Russia’s leadership to look for new markets, and besides Asia-Pa-
cific countries, Africa has become its choice. Quite recently, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov wrote in his article: “We attach special significance 
to deepening our trade and investment cooperation with the African States. 
Russia provides African countries with extensive preferences in trade.”

The minister went on: “At the same time, it is evident that the significant 
potential of our economic cooperation is far from being exhausted and 
much remains to be done so that Russian and African partners know more 
about each other’s capacities and needs. The creation of a mechanism for 
the provision of public support to business interaction between Russian 
companies and the African continent is on the agenda.”

Reports further showed that Russia has started, after the second summit 
in July 2023, strengthening its economic cooperation by opening trade mis-
sions with the responsibility of providing sustainable business services and 
plans to facilitate import-export trade in some African countries.

But these Russian trade centres can also embark on a ‘Doing Business 
in Africa’ campaign to encourage Russian businesses to take advantage of 
growing trade and investment opportunities, to promote trade fairs and 
business-to-business matchmaking in key spheres in Africa.

Kester Kenn Klomegah focuses on current geopolitical changes, for-
eign relations and economic development-related questions on Africa 
with external countries. 
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By Lloyd Elipokea

AFTER garnering a wafer-thin 1-0 
triumph against Ethiopian side CBE a 
tad over a week ago in the first leg of 
their CAF Champions League second 
round tie, many Young Africans fans 
arguably expected the second leg to be 
a keenly contested affair.

However, once the second leg kicked 
off at the majestic Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium last Saturday, it soon emerged 
that Young Africans were decidedly 
a cut above their opponents in what 
was a spectacular display of pulsating 
attacking football.

Indeed, in what was a particularly 
cheerless encounter for CBE, Young 
Africans ruthlessly took advantage of 
their opponents’ porous defence to net 
a staggering six goals.

Thoroughly outclassed, CBE even 
failed to obtain a consolation goal as 
they were unceremoniously booted 
out of the CAF Champions League after 
suffering a humiliating 7-0 drubbing 
on aggregate.

Naturally, Young Africans’ sterling 
victory has set tongues wagging in the 
country as the team’s fans are likely 
already dreaming of reaching the 
latter stages of the prestigious CAF 
Champions League, which would be a 
remarkable coup for local football.

That being said, the road ahead for 
the Jangwani Street-based outfit is long 
and chock-full of obstacles.

  In light of that, one hopes that 
Young Africans do not fall prey to 
complacency as doing so could prove 
to be catastrophically damaging when 
facing the continent’s pre-eminent 
football sides.

Speaking of foremost football 
clubs, one local club that has enjoyed 
consistent success over the years is 
Simba SC and it is crystal clear that the 
Msimbazi Street-based team means 
business this season.

  Indeed, a little over a week ago, 
Simba faced off against their hosts Al 
Ahly Tripoli of Libya in the first leg of 
their CAF Confederations Cup second 
round tie.

That first leg between the two 
football sides ended in a disappointing 
0-0 sharing of the spoils, and it set up a 
potentially compelling second leg that 
took place last Sunday at the grand 
Benjamin Mkapa stadium.

In what was a hugely fascinating 
matchup, it was Simba who fittingly 

Yanga overwhelmingly pummel 
CBE 6-0 in a classy display 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

KEN Gold FC interim coach Jumanne Challe 
has reassured fans, acknowledging the team’s 
current struggles in the Premier League but 
expressing confidence that they will overcome 
their tough patch. 

The team is enduring a difficult period, 
having suffered four consecutive league 
defeats, the latest being a 2-0 loss to Kagera 
Sugar last Friday.

Challe took over as interim coach following 
the resignation of former head coach Fikiri 
Elias, who stepped down due to the team’s 
poor form. 

While their recent performances have raised 
concerns about their future in the league, 
Challe remains optimistic, emphasizing the 
team’s determination to turn things around.

Having recently led Ken Gold to promotion 
from the Championship League, Challe 
admitted that the team’s current results are 
far from ideal but believes their struggles 
stem from the challenge of adjusting to the 
higher level of competition. 

He is confident that as the players become 
more accustomed to the Premier League’s 

intensity, their performance will improve.
“We have quality players in our team, and 

I believe they are capable of competing at 
this level. We’ve faced some challenges at 
the start of the season, but I’m confident 
we can overcome them and improve our 
performance,” said Challe.

Since taking charge on September 17, Challe 
has been working to address the team’s 
weaknesses, particularly in central defense 
and midfield. 

“We’ve seen some positive signs in other 
areas, but we need to strengthen our defense 
and midfield to be more competitive,” he 
added.

Despite the tough start, which has seen 
Ken Gold suffer defeats against Singida Black 
Stars, Fountain Gate, KMC, and Kagera Sugar, 
Challe remains hopeful. 

He attributed the team’s struggles to a 
combination of bad luck and the difficulties of 
adapting to the league.

Challe’s optimism and the team’s 
determination may be key to overcoming 
their current challenges as they seek to 
stabilize their form and rise in the Premier 
League standings.

sports

Ken Gold interim coach Jumanne Challe 
optimistic despite Premier League struggles

emerged as the victors after downing their 
Libyan opponents 3-1.

As a result, Simba was able to successfully 
progress to the next round of the CAF 
Confederations Cup after securing a decent 3-1 
triumph on aggregate over their Libyan foes.

It should be noted here that the jury is still 
out on whether Simba can have a markedly 
impeccable impact on the CAF Confederations 
Cup this season as these are still the early days 
of the competition.

Nevertheless, the mere fact that Simba are 
through to the next round should be a source 
of immense encouragement for the team’s 
hordes of fans as it keeps their hopes alive of 
doing extremely well in continental football’s 
second tier championship.

Let us turn our attention now to this year’s 
East African Chipukizi Cup, which is one of 
the region’s most eagerly anticipated youth 

Young Africans defender Chadrack Boka in action during the second leg of their CAF 
Champions League second round tie against Ethiopia’s CBE AS held on Saturday at the New 
Amaan Complex in Zanzibar. Young Africans won 6-0. Photo: Courtesy of YASC 

sporting championships.
This year, the competition 

is set to take place from 
December 9 to 15  in Arusha 
and it is expected that loads 
of attendees will gather in the 
aforementioned Tanzanian city 
to witness the event.

Excitingly, basketball will be 
added to the scintillating youth 
sporting festival this year, which 
is a notable first in the history of 
the competition that was strictly 
a football tournament in the 
days of yore.

Let us hope then that this 
year’s East African Chipukizi 
Cup delightfully lives up to 
expectations.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi & Agencies

KENYA Premier League powerhouse 
AFC Leopards are looking to Tanzania for 
inspiration as they embark on a transformation 
from a community-based club to a corporate 
entity.

The Leopards aim to learn from the 
successes of their regional rivals, Simba Sports 
Club and Young Africans (Yanga), who have 
successfully navigated this transition and 
achieved significant financial growth. 

The Kenyan club is eager to move away from 
its current community-based structure to a 
corporate model that allows external investors 
to contribute resources. 

A task force has been formed to drive this 
transformation.

Simba and Young Africans, two of Tanzania’s 
most iconic football clubs, have already reaped 
the benefits of becoming corporate entities. 
This transition has attracted multiple investors 
interested in advertising and community 
projects, further boosting the clubs’ financial 
standings.

 Their success on the field has been 
matched by their off-field business acumen, 
with strategic marketing and partnerships 
contributing significantly to their financial 
growth. 

As a result, Simba and Young Africans 
have become powerful brands, attracting 
sponsorships and broadening their influence 
in Tanzanian football.

The AFC Leopards’ corporate task force now 
plans to travel to Tanzania for a benchmarking 
visit with Simba and Young Africans. They 
aim to learn how these Tanzanian giants 

successfully transitioned into corporate 
models, bringing rewards both on and off the 
pitch.

“This initiative will explore various corporate 
models and their potential impact on the 
professionalization of football in Kenya,” said 
task force chairman Vincent Shimoli. 

“The tour aims to provide invaluable insights 
into the transformation milestones achieved 
by these clubs.”

Following the benchmarking tour, the task 
force will engage AFC Leopards’ members 
and stakeholders in a three-month civic 
education campaign, scheduled from October 
to December. 

The goal is to inform club members about 
the benefits of shifting from the current 
society structure to a more investor-friendly 
corporate model.

“We will use the club’s extensive branch 
network to reach over 5,000 registered 
members and, by extension, over six million 
fans across the country,” said task force 
secretary Richard Ekhalie.

In January 2024, a retreat will be held to 
develop a comprehensive blueprint outlining 
the preferred governance structure. This 
blueprint will then be presented to club 
members at the Annual General Meeting for 
ratification and adoption.

Through this initiative, AFC Leopards 
hope to replicate the success of Simba and 
Young Africans by attracting investments and 
boosting the club’s financial stability. 

The transformation is seen as a key step 
toward professionalizing Kenyan football and 
bringing the Leopards back to their former 
glory on the field.

AFC Leopards set for corporate transformation 
inspired by Tanzanian giants

Youth soccer team players Hamadi Ali (L) and Amani Hassan pictured on Sunday fighting for the ball during a training session at the Jakaya 
Kikwete Sports Park in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SINGIDA Black Stars head coach Patrick 
Aussems has confirmed that new recruit, 
Victorien Adebayor, is set to make his Premier 
League debut after recently joining the team’s 
training camp. 

Adebayor, who arrived this season from AS 
GNN of Niger, had been following a specialized 
training program to ensure his fitness.

The left-footed attacker, who was previously 
on loan at AS GNN from South African club 
AmaZulu FC, has yet to feature for Singida 
Black Stars due to his tailored fitness regimen. 

His late arrival to the camp was due to family 
matters, delaying his integration with the rest 

of the squad.
“Adebayor needed more time because he 

joined the team late due to family issues. He 
had to settle in Singida first, and we’re grateful 
for his development. He’s now ready to play for 
the team,” Aussems said.

The coach (pictured) confirmed that 
Adebayor was expected to join full team 
training sessions starting yesterday, alongside 
other new signings who arrived over the 
weekend. 

Adebayor is now expected to be included 
in the squad for their upcoming league match 
against JKT Tanzania on September 29.

Singida Black Stars recently returned to 
Singida after securing a 1-0 win over Pamba 
FC in Mwanza, a result that has solidified their 
position at the top of the league table with 12 
points from four matches.

The addition of Adebayor offers head coach 
Aussems greater tactical flexibility, as the 
player is capable of playing effectively on both 
wings and as a central striker. 

This versatility will provide the gaffer with 
more options to rotate his squad and adapt to 
different game situations.

With Adebayor joining the likes of Elvis 
Rupia and Joseph Guede, Singida Black Stars 
now boast a formidable attacking lineup. 

The team has scored seven goals and 
conceded just two, keeping them in high 
spirits ahead of their weekend clash with JKT 
Tanzania.

Singida Black Stars coach Aussems confirms 
Adebayor ready for Premier League debut 
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Manchester City and Arsenal look ready to go the 
distance again in Premier League after 2-2 draw 

By JAMES ROBSON

ON this evidence, Arsenal and 
Manchester City look ready to go 
the distance again in the Premier 
League. Whether Mikel Arteta can 
finally get the better of Pep Guar-
diola is still unknown.

A 2-2 draw at the Etihad Stadium 
on Sunday showed Arsenal can 
certainly go toe-to-toe with the 
four-time defending champion — 
but it also confirmed City’s pow-
ers of resilience after dominating 
English soccer for the past six 
years.

“Still we have this passion, this 
fire inside ourselves,” Guardiola 
said after John Stones rescued 
a point with an equalizer in the 
eighth minute of stoppage time.

Arsenal has been runner-up to 
City in each of the last two years — 
setting new benchmarks along the 
way — but still coming up short.

Arteta was Guardiola’s former 
assistant at City and now stands as 
his biggest threat.

On Sunday his team looked like 
snapping City’s 47-game unbeaten 
home run, despite being down to 
10 men for the entirety of the sec-
ond half after  Leandro Trossard 
was sent off in first-half stoppage 
time.

But Arsenal’s resolve was finally 
broken by substitute Stones, who 
swept in from close range in the 
final moments to make it 48 home 
games without defeat for City.

“Obviously, it is already a mira-
cle we played 56 minutes at the 
Etihad with 10 men. It is unbe-
lievable what we have done,” said 
Arteta, who was incensed when 
Trossard was shown a second yel-
low card for kicking the ball away.

“I’m expecting 100 Premier 
League games this season to play 
10 against 11 or 10 against 10 or 
nine against 10, let’s see,” Arteta 

said.
City was defending an unbeaten 

home run dating back to a 2-1 loss 
to Brentford in November 2022. 
Arsenal was within moments of 
its first victory at City since 2015 
after Gabriel Magalhaes’ first-half 
header had put the visitors 2-1 up.

Stones’ late leveler was in keep-
ing with a game packed with in-
trigue and incident.

Erling Haaland reached a land-
mark when putting City ahead in 
the ninth with his  100th goal for 
the club in 105 appearances — fir-
ing past Arsenal goalkeeper David 
Raya.

That later felt like an aside as the 
home fans began to resign them-
selves to a rare defeat on home 
soil. Influential City midfielder 
Rodri  had left the field in the 
20th after appearing to hurt his 
right knee. The Spain internation-

al limped off and his departure 
proved a turning point as Arse-
nal leveled just two minutes later 
through Riccardo Calafiori’s curl-
ing effort from outside the area.

Magalhaes then headed the visi-
tors in front from a corner in the 
first minute of first-half stoppage 
time, having come close from an 
almost identical routine shortly 
before.

There was still time for another 
pivotal moment before the break 
when Trossard was sent off.

With a numerical advantage, 
City dominated the second half 
but looked like being frustrated 
by Arsenal’s stubborn defense and 
some impressive saves from Raya.

Stones, a center back who 
sometimes operates in midfield, 
was brought on and Guardiola 
instructed him to join Haaland in 
attack.

Arteta refused to comment when he was quizzed about 
perceived time-wasting tactics, which were the reason for 
game continuing longer than anticipated.

By Simon Stone

MANCHESTER City forward Ber-
nardo Silva said only one team came 
to play football in their 2-2 Premier 
League draw with Arsenal, who 
were accused of employing “dark 
arts” at Etihad Stadium.

But Gunners manager Mikel Ar-
teta claimed it was “a miracle” his 
side came so close to victory after 
playing the second half with 10 men.

John Stones’ 98th-minute equal-
iser denied Arsenal what would 
have been a huge victory over the 
defending champions.

After winger Leandro Trossard 
was controversially sent off in first-
half injury time, the Gunners had 
just 12.5% of possession in the sec-
ond half.

City had 28 shots in the second pe-
riod - a number eclipsed only by the 
momentous ‘Aguero’ title-winning 
second half against QPR in 2012.

“There was only one team that 
came to play football,” Silva told 
TNT Sports Brazil. “The other came 
to play to the limits of what was pos-
sible to do and allowed by the ref-
eree, unfortunately.

“I’m glad we always enter the 
pitch to try to win every match.”

Arsenal were seconds away from 
becoming the first away team to 
win at the Etihad since Brentford in 
November 2022 - and move top of 
the Premier League - before Stones 
snatched a point that instead re-
turned City to the summit.

“It is a miracle we played 56 min-
utes at the Etihad with 10 men,” said 
Arteta. “It’s unbelievable what we 
have done.”

Asked if his side would have won 
had Trossard stayed on the pitch, 
Arteta said: “I have no clue. We 
would have tried for sure. But what 
I can tell you is 99 out of 100 times 
if you play 56 minutes against this 
team with 10 men, you’re going to 
lose and you’re going to lose by a lot 
of goals.”

That Arsenal conceded so late 
given fourth official Andy Madley 
had signalled there would be seven 
minutes of stoppage time just added 
to Arteta’s frustration.

He said he was happy to let oth-
ers draw their own conclusions on 
Trossard’s red card.

The incident came just a week af-
ter Gunners midfielder Declan Rice 
served a one-match ban for getting 
a second yellow for kicking the ball 
away.

Trossard, having already been 
booked, barged Silva in the back, 
then kicked the ball away. The Pre-
mier League confirmed he was 
shown a second yellow for the latter 
offence by referee Michael Oliver. 

Arsenal fans were quick to seize 
on City winger Jeremy Doku doing 
what they felt was the same thing 
earlier in the game and escaping 
without sanction.

But there did appear to be a fun-
damental difference in that Doku 
was kicking the ball into the general 
area in which Oliver wanted Arsenal 
to take their free-kick.

“I’ve seen it and it’s that obvious so 
I’ll leave it to you guys,” said Arteta.

When it was pointed out kicking 
the ball away is a yellow-card of-
fence, Arteta said: “I prefer not to 
comment. You analyse the situation 
and how long it takes.”

Arteta refused to comment when 
he was quizzed about perceived 
time-wasting tactics, which were the 
reason for game continuing longer 
than anticipated.

However, speaking to BBC Match 
of the Day, City defender Stones was 
critical of Arsenal’s approach.

“They slow the game down,” he 
said. “They get the keeper on the 
floor so they can get some infor-
mation on to the pitch. We had to 
control our emotions during those 
tough times.

“I wouldn’t say they have mas-
tered it but they have done it for a 
few years now so we knew to expect 

that. You can call it clever or dirty, 
whichever way you want to put it, 
but they break up the game which 
upsets the rhythm.

“They use it to their advantage 
and we dealt with it very well.”

City captain Kyle Walker said 
on BBC Radio 5 Live: “As a football 
match, it is a great spectacle for the 
Premier League. Probably not so 
much certain stuff - I think it’s part 
and parcel of the game and we’ll say 
the dark arts.

“I think as a Manchester City fan 
or player, you are obviously frus-
trated. As an Arsenal manager, he 
is going to say well played and well 
managed.”

After Erling Haaland gave City 
the lead, the hosts were upset at 
the build-up to Riccardo Calafiori’s 
equaliser. Arsenal were allowed to 
take a quick free-kick by referee Oli-
ver as Walker was returning to his 
position after being summoned for 
a chat along with opposite number 
Bukayo Saka.

Manager Pep Guardiola kicked 
his chair in the City dugout in frus-
tration and made his feelings known 
to fourth official Madley both at the 
time and the end of the game.

And, while he acknowledged his 
side should have taken control of 
the situation by shuffling their re-
maining defenders across the pitch 
to fill the space and standing over 
the ball to prevent a quick free-kick, 
he also said in future he would tell 
Walker not to go to the referee if 
such a situation occurred and ask 
the official to go to him.

City earlier lost midfielder Rodri 
to injury 21 minutes into the game 
when he appeared to twist his knee 
while tangling with Arsenal’s Thom-
as Partey.

Rodri also went down following 
a collision with Kai Havertz in the 
opening seconds, but that was not 
deemed punishable by the video as-
sistant referee (VAR).

“It all started in the very first sec-
ond. In the first action we realised 
what was going to happen,” added 
Silva.

“We had a player injured after 
they sent him to the ground twice in 
10 minutes. We had a goal conceded 
after the referee called our captain 
and then didn’t allow him to recover 
his position.

“The second goal is already their 
usual block to our keeper allowed 
by the referee. And then the referee 
allowed a sequence of time-wasting 
events.

“The thing that bothers me the 
most is having a lot of meetings with 
the FA at the beginning of each sea-
son. They tell us they will control 
this kind of situation and will stop 
them, but at the end it doesn’t have 
any worth. They say a lot but noth-
ing happens.”

Asked about the difference be-
tween City’s rivalry with Arsenal to 
the one they shared with Liverpool 
during the Jurgen Klopp era, Silva 
continued: “I don’t know. Maybe 
that Liverpool have already won a 
Premier League, Arsenal haven’t. 
That Liverpool have won a Champi-
ons League, Arsenal haven’t.

“Liverpool always faced us face-
to-face to try to win the games, so by 
this perspective the games against 
Arsenal haven’t been like the ones 
we had and have against Liverpool.”

The controversy contributed to a 
thrilling afternoon that will live long 
in the memory - but Arteta said he 
wished the game had not turned on 
refereeing decisions.

“I cannot be happy,” the Spaniard 
said at the end of his post-match me-
dia conference.

“I want to be involved in a game 
at this level that puts the game in a 
situation that we can enjoy and talk 
about it in the proper way. We’re 
not talking about that. It’s clear. You 
haven’t asked me one single tactical 
question.”

			   BBC

Man City players accuse Arsenal of 
‘dark arts’ as Arteta hails ‘miracle’

By Miguel Delaney

A DRAW that felt like a de-
feat  for  Arsenal  in the moment, 
and from a match – and especially a 
climax – that certainly didn’t feel like a 
mere Premier League match in Sep-
tember.  Everyone knew the stakes 
were much higher.

Through that, it actually felt like a 
Champions League semi-final, and oc-
casionally looked like one, too. Specifi-
cally, Jose Mourinho’s Internazionale 
against Pep Guardiola’s Barcelona in 
2009-19.

Unlike that famous match, the 
Catalan this time got the late goal he 
desperately desired.  Manchester 
City  showed their admirable spirit, 
that has carried this squad through a 
lot of controversies over the past few 
years. This game was the very best of 
the Premier League in purely football 
terms, even if it was underscored by 
all manner of modern football issues. 
The very consequence of the result 
could be changed by the hearing. 
City insist upon their innocence. The 
actual team plays on through it, as 
Guardiola has instilled them with this 
relentlessness.

It is why, despite the late disappoint-
ment, Arsenal might well look upon 
this with a lot more encouragement 
once the emotions from the end die 
down.

They did not get that huge win away 
to City, sure, ultimately failing to emu-
late what Arsene Wenger’s side did at 
Manchester United in 1997-98. That 
will leave that lingering doubt about 
this team’s credentials, but no one can 
doubt their own spirit now. They also 
came through a lot more adversity 
here.

That was first when Arsenal initially 
went 1-0 down, from a period when 
City were destroying Mikel Arteta’s 
side. The fine opening goal was all of 
that dominance distilled into one fine 
display of this team’s quality. 

There was the turn from Savinho, 
the run between the centre-halves 
from Erling Haaland, the pass and 
then the wonderfully inventive fin-
ish after the Norwegian had stayed 
onside. It crowned what was prob-
ably City’s best football performance 
since the 4-0 win over Real Madrid in 
the 2022-23 Champions League semi-
final.

Arsenal showed their own intel-

Arsenal proved they are the best defensive team in the world – with or without their ‘dark arts

“He wanted me to play closer to 
Erling, get higher up the pitch so 
when we got crosses in we could 
start to win more aerial duels,” 
Stones said.

It paid off.
“Over the years we have learned 

as a team to stick together, no mat-
ter who is playing and to always 
be ready,” Stones added.

The draw ended City’s 100% 
winning record in the league sea-
son, but left it a point ahead of 
second-place Liverpool and Aston 
Villa in third.

Arsenal is two points off the 
leader in fourth.

Arteta said his players were “re-
ally gutted” in the locker room af-
ter seeing victory snatched away 
so late. “But, as well, they know 
that they have made another big 
step today,” he said.

AP

ligence and individual quality to get 
through that, through the quick think-
ing before Riccardo Calafiori’s sublime 
goal. It was fine character from the de-
fender too, given he had been the play-
er sent the wrong direction by Savin-
ho. Arsenal then stepped up to seize 
the shift in momentum, really pushing 
City back. That was right to Ederson’s 
goal-line, as Gabriel plundered yet an-
other set-piece. The header was from 
just yards out because of the quality 
of the delivery from Bukayo Saka. The 
whip alone was something else.

Arsenal were looking like they might 
do something new, that they might get 
that long-awaited win. It was there for 
them – for a time. It was why the Le-
andro Trossard red card was so frus-
trating.  This was also where Arsenal 
showed real character as a team. It was 
the adversity going to another level.

Guardiola’s City, after all, have not 
been beaten at home by a proper title 
challenger in a game of genuine conse-
quence since Chelsea in 2016-17. And 
that’s with 11 men.

On the red card, Trossard was silly, 
and he could have had no complaint 
if he had been given a second yellow 
for the initial barge. That fact alone un-
dercuts some of the arguments about 
the decision. At the same time, book-
ing a player for the manner Trossard 
kicked the ball away seems pedantic 
and impossible to consistently en-
force. People were already pointing to 
Jeremy Doku doing similar. It is one of 
those directives that could have huge 
unintended consequences, and only 
create more controversy. That’s be-
cause of the difficult balance between 
enforcing such a rule all the time and 
the smooth running of a fluid sport, 
as well as the manner it invites inevi-
table criticism about consistency. It is 

known that some referees were doubt-
ful about bringing it in due to precisely 
this.

Either way, the decision trans-
formed this game, turning it from a 
proper Premier League back-and-
forth into a more vintage game of ex-
treme defence against extreme attack.

The end result has already invited 
debate over what dictated the final re-
sult. Did City run out of ideas? Did Ar-
senal time-waste too much, something 
all the more ironic given the Trossard 
decision? It’s probably none of that.

This was really one of the best de-
fensive units in world football right 
now against one of the best attacking 
teams for the past decade. Such con-
trasting qualities inevitably led to oc-
casional stalemates.

People will say teams win with 10 
men in other such games, but that 
doesn’t happen in the same way in the 
modern era. And it especially doesn’t 
happen away to City in matches of real 
consequence. Arsenal were exception-
al in that context, both collectively and 
individually. David Raya is increasingly 
and consistently vindicating Mikel Ar-
teta’s decision to go with him, with so 
many big moments. There were two 
more fine saves here. Jurrien Timber 
is growing into a defender of real sub-
stance. Gabriel was again outstanding, 
the impact of his display reflected by 
how Haaland was clearly so frustrated 
that he bounced the ball off the de-
fender after John Stones’ equaliser.

What was so impressive about Ar-
senal’s collective defending was how 
they constantly shored up space just 
when City thought they had an open-
ing. It ensured that it was always Guar-
diola’s least effective attacking players 
on the ball in the most dangerous ar-
eas, as witnessed in so many aimless 

Manchester City’s John Stone (C) scores his side’s second goal against Arsenal.

long shots from Manuel Akanji, Kyle 
Walker and - especially - Ruben Dias. 
The defender eventually realised how 
futile that was that, when it opened up 
for one strike, he just played it side-
ways.

Arsenal forced them into that, as 
well as the kind of equaliser that wasn’t 
exactly characteristic of Guardiola. As 
one figure close to the Arsenal set-up 
quipped after the game, it was like a 
goal a lower-league team would score. 
A set-piece. Needs must, though. City 
did what was required - for now. They 
may now need more.

There is of course one huge detail 
missing from all this, that oddly be-
came strangely easy to overlook given 
all of the drama that followed.  That 
was the sad injury to Rodri.

It is such a shame a player suffers a 
moment like that, especially given his 
quality, and how he himself had com-
plained about the calendar in the last 
week. This is the cost.

It could well mean, for all the focus 
on the final moments, the most conse-
quential spell in this entire game was 
the midfielder’s injury and the way Ar-
senal so quickly scored. It turned a 1-0 
City lead that could have gone to 2-0 or 
even 3-0 into a totally different match, 
with the champions now concerned 
about their best player.

That could end up hugely signifi-
cant, if for the wrong reasons. For now, 
the debate is already going on about 
Arsenal’s euphemistically described 
“game management” – or what City’s 
players labelled “dark arts”. They did 
what they must, which was different to 
what was expected. The real moment 
of significance may have come long 
before the late equaliser.

THE INDEPENDENT



By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

SIMBA Sports Club triumphed over Libya’s Al 
Ahli Tripoli with a 3-1 victory, securing their place 
in the CAF Confederation Cup group stage. 

The win came after an impressive performance 
by Simba’s key players, with Kibu Denis, Lionel 
Ateba, and Edwin Balua delivering the goals that 
sent their Libyan opponents crashing out of the 
competition.

Simba head coach Fadlu Davids emphasized 
how his team adapted to the evolving nature of 
the game. 

“In the second half, we identified how they were 
going to drop, especially their defensive line try-
ing to play high. We remained patient and humble 
in both victory and defeat. We have young players 
who’ve never played in this tournament, and this 
game taught us how to manage such crucial mo-
ments,” added Davids.

Despite the victory, Davids noted that Simba 
still has a long way to go in the competition. 

“Going to the group stage is a small step in our 
development. The experience gained from this 
match will help us in the tournament, but we are 
not yet ready to think about quarter-finals. We 
have to remain humble and take it one game at a 
time,” he concluded.

Simba’s second half was not without drama. In 
the 64th minute, Ateba thought he had scored 
his second goal of the match, but it was ruled off-
side by the assistant referee, Yamousa Syla from 
Guinea. 

Ateba had converted a clean pass from Ahoua, 
and while he was celebrating with his teammates, 
the offside flag was already up. The decision 
sparked frustration among Simba’s players and 
fans alike, but the team maintained their compo-
sure.

As the game neared its conclusion, Simba’s 
fans were beginning to feel the pressure of hold-
ing onto the narrow 2-1 lead. However, Balua 
eased their nerves by scoring a third goal in the 
90th minute, ensuring Simba’s place in the group 
stage. Balua finished off a well-orchestrated at-
tack, calmly placing the ball into the net after a 
precise build-up from midfield.

This victory marks Simba’s sixth appearance 
in the CAF group stages in seven seasons of club-
level competition. It is their second time qualify-
ing for the CAF Confederation Cup group stages, 
following their quarter-final exit in the 2021-2022 
season. Simba now join a roster of African foot-
ball heavyweights, including Zamalek of Egypt, 
RS Berkane of Morocco, CS Sfaxien of Tunisia, 
and CS Constantine of Algeria, all of whom have 
also qualified for the tournament’s group stage.

Simba’s success mirrors that of their Tanzanian 
rivals, Young Africans SC, who recently qualified 
for the CAF Champions League group stage for 
the second consecutive season. Young Africans’ 
triumph over Ethiopia’s CBE ensured that Tanza-
nia will have representation in both of CAF’s pre-
mier tournaments this season.

Simba’s qualification is a significant achieve-
ment, but the road ahead remains challenging. 
Davids is keen on ensuring his team remains 
grounded and focused on the upcoming group 
stage matches. 

“It’s just the beginning. We have a lot to learn 
and improve upon, but we’re ready to take on the 
challenges that lie ahead,” he said.

Simba’s journey in the CAF Confederation Cup 
continues, with the group stage draw set for Oc-
tober 7. The Tanzanian giants will be eager to test 
themselves against some of the best teams on the 
continent as they aim to advance further in the 
competition.

Coach urges patience as Simba embark 
on CAF Confederation Cup group stage

Tanzania loses to Nigeria in ICC U-19 Women’s T20 World Cup Africa Qualifier opener 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC secured their spot in 
the CAF Confederation Cup group 
stage after a 3-1 victory over Libya’s 
Al Ahli Tripoli in the second leg of 
the preliminary round on Sunday 
afternoon. 

  The Tanzanian flag bearers 
kicked off their continental jour-
ney with a first-leg goalless draw in 
Libya last week, ultimately claim-
ing a 3-1 aggregate win. 

Al Ahli Tripoli took an early lead 
18 minutes into the match at the 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium, with 
Angolan veteran striker Agostinho 
‘Mabululu’ Paciência capitalizing 
on sloppy defending by Simba to 
score from inside the box.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko
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Davids proud Simba stuck with the 
game plan to beat Al Ahli Tripoli

Simba SC players celebrate following their 3-1 victory over Libya’s Al Ahli Tripoli during their CAF Confederation Cup second leg of the prelimi-
nary round match held at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam on Sunday afternoon. Photo: Courtesy of SSC

Going to the group stage is a small step in our 
development. The experience gained from this 
match will help us in the tournament, but we 
are not yet ready to think about quarter-finals. 
We have to remain humble and take it one 
game at a time

By Correspondent Japheth Kazenga

TANZANIA’s U-19 women’s cricket 
team has begun its campaign in the 
2025 ICC U-19 Women’s T20 World 
Cup Africa Qualifier on the wrong 
foot, suffering a four-wicket loss to 
Nigeria in Kigali last Sunday.

The Group B game, which took 
place at the Integrated Polytechnic 
Regional College venue, witnessed 
Tanzania choosing to bat first, notch-
ing 108/8 in 20 overs. 

A 60-ball 64 by top-order batter 
Jenipher Gabriel was the most out-
standing showing in the team’s in-
nings.

Lilian Udeh had a great bowling 
display for Nigeria, given she wound 
up her stint with 5-12 in three overs.

The bowler’s efforts, to a great 
extent, saw to it the West African na-
tion’s team prevented Tanzania from 
setting a much more tricky target.

Lilian ultimately was presented 
with the Player of the Match prize for 
her bowling exploits.

Chasing 109 runs to secure vic-
tory, Nigeria got down to a confident 
chase, notching 111/6 in 16.5 overs.

Victory Igbinedion recorded 24 
runs to successfully catapult the bat-
ting side to the successful chase.

Even though Jenipher ended her 
bowling stint with 3-17 in three overs, 
her efforts hardly bailed Tanzania 
out.

In Group B’s other game, Zimba-
bwe walloped Malawi by 144 runs at 
the same venue.

Zimbabwe took the crease first- 
posting 195/2 in 20 overs - with a 
blistering 86 runs by Beloved Biza 
playing a pivotal role in the Southern 
African nation’s team batting domi-
nance.

Evah Kabwere ended with 1-48 in 
four overs, as Malawi vainly fought 
to frustrate efforts by Zimbabwe to 
secure an imposing total.

Chasing a mammoth 196-run tar-
get to emerge victorious, Malawi’s 
cricketers lost steam and were 
bowled out for 53 runs in 13 overs.

Mercy Kudimba was by far the 
cricketer who managed to showcase 
resoluteness in the fruitless chase, 
making her way back with 21 runs.

Beloved Biza orchestrated Zimba-
bwe’s bowling charge and wound up 
with a stellar 5-5 in two overs.

The Zimbabwean player deserv-
edly walked away with the Player of 
the Match prize for her scintillating 
all-round showing.

Tanzania’s female cricketers had 
an opportunity to seek a comeback, 
given they were slated to lock horns 
with Malawi yesterday.

The 2025 ICC U-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup qualification is a series of 
regional qualification tournaments 
to determine the final four teams for 
the 2025 U-19 Women’s T20 World 
Cup.

The global showpiece would have 
the America region lining up the 
United States, while Samoa is the 
East-Asia Pacific contender. Europe 
would enter Scotland.

The Africa Qualifier is divided into 
two divisions - with Division 2 having 
taken place in Kigali, Rwanda from 
August 21-27.

A total of seven women’s U-19 
teams from the region competed 
against each other in a single round-
robin format.

The top two teams of the Division 
2 tournament - Kenya and Malawi- 
advanced to the main Africa Quali-
fier.

Kenya and Malawi have joined the 
U-19 women’s teams from Namibia, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, 
and Zimbabwe in the Division 1 tour-
nament.

The participating teams in the 
Division 1 tournament have been 
placed in groups A and B.

Group A teams are Kenya, Namib-
ia, Rwanda, and Uganda and squads 
making Group B are Malawi, Nigeria, 
Tanzania, and Zimbabwe.

Simba responded in the 37th minute 
when Denis Kibu equalized, easing the ten-
sion among the home fans. 

Just before halftime, Cameroonian for-
ward Leonel Ateba netted Simba’s second 
goal, giving the hosts a 2-1 advantage head-
ing into the break.

The second half saw Simba playing with 
confidence, and Ateba appeared to have 
scored again, but the goal was ruled out 
for offside.  In injury time, substitute Edwin 
Balua sealed the victory with a third goal, 
cementing Simba’s 3-1 aggregate triumph 
and securing their spot in the group stage 
of the CAF inter-club competition for the 
fifth consecutive season.

Head coach Fadlu Davids praised his 
team for staying disciplined, even after go-
ing behind early in the match. 

“I have to commend the players because 
we went through scenarios - what to do if 
we go a goal ahead or behind. 

“It’s easy to lose structure when you fall 
behind, but the players stuck to the game 
plan and remained calm,” Davids said dur-
ing the post-match press conference.

He added: “The turning point was getting 
the equalizer before halftime, which shift-
ed the game’s dynamics. In the second half, 
with the heat and the space behind their 
defense, we were able to exploit it well. 

“It was a disciplined and well-executed 
performance. Huge credit to the players.”

The CAF Confederation Cup group stage 
matches are set to take place between Oc-
tober and December 2024, with the knock-
out stages and final scheduled between 
March and May 2025.

Man City and Arsenal look ready 
to go the distance again in Premier 
League after 2-2 draw 

Tanzania’s U-19 women’s cricket team assistant skipper Agnes Joseph showcased her mettle when 
the squad faced Nigeria in the 2025 ICC U-19 Women’s T20 World Cup Africa Qualifier’s tie in Kigali last 
Sunday. Nigeria won by four wickets. PHOTO: COURTESY OF RWANDA CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
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