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There are very

few leaders who

are capable of
stepping down
in the manner

in which

Lowassa did

By Carlos Banda

cross-section of political lead-
Afrl“s, the public and family
embers yesterday described

the late ex-prime minister Edward Lo-
wassa as a resilient and exemplary

leader inside and outside state leader-

ship.

This assessment was vivid among
mourners paying their last respects for
the former premier at the Azania Front
cathedral of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in Tanzania (ELCT).

Former Kawe MP Ritha Mlaki de-
scribed the late Lowassa as a hard-
working and transparent leader who
influenced her political and personal
growth and instilled confidence and

wisdom in her career.

“He was hardworking and a fast com-
municator with an authoritative tenor.
Even if your head was a little sloppy his
tone would make you active,” she said.

Former Busega MP Dr Raphael Che-
geni shared his relationship with the

Hon-refuncing Samia touts growth pace

of VAT claims o key Norwegian forum
cripplesmany ___ L

public firms'
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By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

DELAYS in value added tax (VAT) refunds by the
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) have for two
years badly affected operational efficiency in para-
statal organisations, the legislature has declared.

Deus Sangu, the chairman of the Public Invest-
ments Committee (PIC) of the National Assembly
made this affirmation when tabling the committee’s
report for the past year, pointing at Stamigold which

claims 12.30bn/-.

Other entities listed in the report include Gasco, a
gas subsidiary of the Tanzania Petroleum Develop-
ment Corporation (TPDC) demanding 3.01bn/- and
the Electrical Transmission and Distributions Con-
structions and Maintenance Co. Ltd (ETDCO), claim-

ing 563m/-.

Lowassa resilience rings in

church last respects eulogy
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Funeral service for former prime minister Edward Lowassa in progress at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania’s Azania Front Ca-

thedral in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Aces A outfit clobb er;fC A _
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Kagera grand tour to

- transform the country’s
President Samia Suluhu Hassan addresses the Tanzanla -Norway Busmess Forum in the Norwegian capital, Oslo, on Tues- tourism Iundscape

day. In attendance were Tanzanian and Norwegian investors and other members of the two countries’ business communi-
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Digital sound mode set to increase radio frequencies

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma casting conference here yesterday, said that He said that radio coverage has now quencies.
the move will expand coverage and content reached an impressive 55-percent of the DSB is expected to optimise radio broad-

THE government is finalising the revision to a broader audience. country’s urban and rural expanse, exclud- casting services, enabling providers to reach
of broadcasting regulations to adopt digital Organised by the Tanzania Communica- ing reservations areas like national parks every corner of the country unhindered by
sound broadcasting (DSB) technology and tions Regulatory Authority (TCRA), the con- and forests. physical barriers like mountains, terrains,
innovation, tackling radio frequency scarcity  ference serves as a platform for broadcasting Andrew Kisaka, a TCRA consultant on buildings, or patches of forest, he stated.
in urban areas. service providers to discuss current policy spectrum management, told participants He said broadcasting

Kundo Mathew, the Information, Com- issues relating to the broadcasting regulato- that digital technology utilises communica-
munication and Information Technology ry environment and technological advance- tion infrastructure to deliver content, tran- TURN TO Page2
deputy minister, opening the annual broad- ments. scending reliance on radio spectrum fre-
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Samia touts growth pace
inkey Norwegian forum

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has held talks
with Norwegian leaders including King Harald V who
received the Head of State upon arrival, and later met
with members of the Norwegian business community.

The visit was in its second day yesterday where re-
marks from President Samia related to cooperation be-
tween Norway and Tanzania, noting that on the basis of
assessment by the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
described Tanzania as among 20 developing countries
whose economies will grow steadily during 2024.

A State House update on the discussions had no indi-
cation of a joint communique or likely holding of a joint
press conference at the end of the visit, while focusing
on areas of cooperation and investment opportunities
that the president explained to the Norwegian business
gala.

Background notes on the visit by the Norwegian dip-
lomatic mission in the country highlighted decades
long study links, with several thousand Tanzanians, in-
cluding a wide section of decision makers, having a Nor-
wegian component in higher education, while a fairly
large number of Norwegian institutions and organiza-
tions are active in the country for a long period.

The mission update said that today, Tanzania is one
of Norway’s 10 partner countries for long term devel-
opment, where Norway supports Tanzania’s goal to be-
come a middle-income country less dependent on aid.

It said that Norway's priority sectors are private sec-
tor development, renewable energy, petroleum man-
agement, increased revenue mobilisation through
improved fiscal and financial management, and envi-
ronment and climate change.

It similarly noted that Tanzania isa major beneficiary
from multilateral assistance and global funds, including
health, education and infrastructure, to which Norway
is a major contributor.

“Tanzania is host to about 300,000 refugees from Bu-
rundi and the DRC, and is therefore also the recipient of
Norwegian humanitarian aid,” it specified.

Current links between the two countries have two
distinct aspects, where in the economic sphere it is en-
ergy sector investment that leads the way, while civic
sphere cooperation has a number of objectives tied to
Norwegian Church Aid, a key stakeholder in Norwegian
assistance to Tanzania.

Of notable significance in the NGO’s projects in the
country is one entered on 21st October 2019 between
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs via the dip-
lomatic mission and the NGO, focusing on ‘leveraging
in faith for peace and youth economic empowerment.’

It says in part that the main targeted group is young
men and women, as well as religious leaders, while
in Zanzibar the main partners are ELCT Eastern and
Coastal Diocese, the Tanzania Episcopal Conference
(TEC), the World Vegetable Centre, linked with UN agen-
cies like UNDP and UNICEF.

The project agreement demands that the recipient
‘continuously identify, assess and mitigate any relevant
risks associated with the implementation of the pro-
ject,” noting that the risk of potential negative effects in
identifiable areas be included in the risk management
of the report.

The specific areas to be watched are anti-corruption,
climate and environment, women’s rights and gender
equality, and human rights - with a particular focus on
participation, accountability and non-discrimination,
the diplomatic mission document explains.

The State House said that the president’s visit arose
from an invitation by King Harald V and Queen Sonja,
to mark 60 years of diplomatic ties between the two
countries.

It said that the visit is the first for a Tanzanian lead-
er since 1976, at a time when links had already been
strongly forged between the two countries, with Nor-
wegian economists closely linked with the Economic
Research Bureau of the University of Dar es Salaam, as
well as filling the position of economic affairs adviser at
the State House in the early 1970s.

Non-efunding of VAT claims hits public firms’

A Tanzania People’s Defence Forces gun carrier moves the casket bearing the body of former prime minister Edward Lowassa after funeral service held at Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania’s Azania Front Cathedral in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Lowassa resilience rings in church last respects eulogy
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ex-premier, saying that Lo-
wassa would have lived longer
if not for the political crises he
faced along the way, from the
time of resigning from the pre-
miership.

“I met Lowassa in 2001 when
he was appointed as minister,”
he said, insisting that the wide
public can attest to the work he

did in the legislature and in the
government.

He said that he served for
just two years upon being ap-
pointed premier, before facing
a ‘political accident’” where he
carried the principal burden,
cutting short a battle he could
have persisted to engage, to
protect his reputation and the
reputation of CCM.

“There are very few leaders

who are capable of stepping
down in the manner in which
Lowassa did,” he emphasised,
affirming that Lowassa has left a
huge mark in Tanzanian public
life, having served on both sides
of the political divide.

Bishop Dr Alex Malasusa, the
ELCT presiding bishop, called
upon leaders to emulate the life
of faith that Edward Lowassa
led, pointing out that the task of

leading people demands that a
leader must be God-fearing.

“Everyone here at the Azania
Front gave testimony of how
Lowassa led a religious life. Dur-
ing his lifetime when he was in
good health he never missed
coming to church,” he told the
mourners.

Fredrick Lowassa, the Mon-
duli MP and family member,
described the discipline and

devotion his father displayed in
attending church services.

Bishop Malasusa said Lowas-
sa attended services at Azania
Front Cathedral and in the Mon-
duli congregation.

President Samia Suluhu Has-
san is expected to lead the pub-
lic in the burial ceremony for
the late ex-premier in the vicin-
ity of Monduli Township in Aru-
sha Region on Saturday.

National Assembly Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson has a word with women leaders from Geita Region who paid her a visit in Dodoma city yesterday.

FROM PAGE 1

The VAT refund claims of up to
15.9bn/- stretching two years have
stretched out working capital capaci-
ties, thus denying the government rev-
enues collected through tax and divi-
dends, he said.

Stamigold is operating under nega-
tive capital standing at 11.7bn/-, he said,
appealing to TRA to fast-track the re-
funds to stabilise liquidity of the firms.

The Value Added Tax Act, 2014 re-
quires that TRA refunds taxpayers with-
in three months and at most 12 months
after claims are filed, he stated, hinting
that ETDCO, a Tanzania Electric Supply
Co. (TANESCO) subsidiary set up in De-
cember 2014 to produce concrete poles
has not started production as it lacks
any allocation.

During the past ten years, TANESCO
has been hiring ETDCO as an agent for
procuring concrete poles from private
manufacturers, he said, noting that the
relevant operational framework is as
yet undefined.

TANESCO has been delegating its
duties to ETDCO without service level
agreements, where TANESCO and the
Rural Electrification Agency (REA) owe
ETDCO a total of 44.78bn/-, he asserted.

The TIB Development Bank is facing
aload of non-performing loans needing
urgent intervention, affirming that the
bank, mandated with issuance of afford-
able loans for development projects, a
24bn/- working capital, way below the
regulatory benchmark of 200bn/-.

The bank has failed to pay its custom-
ers and the government 206.85bn/- of
fixed deposit receipts, the committee
stated, highlighting that in 2022 the
bank had a 195.91bn/- loss registered,
reflecting an increase of bad loans to 20
percent of its capital, far higher than the
regulatory five percent ceiling.

He stated that President Samia Suluhu
Hassan has agreed to the finalisation of
the Public Entities Investment Bill 2023
where such entities will execute profit-
oriented projects that enable issuance
of dividends to the government.

Digital sound mode set to
increase radio frequencies
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plays pivotal role in ensuring the
success of elections planned for
this year and next year, first the
local government elections and
then the general election, urging
industry stakeholders to focus on
-quality content related to elec-
tion activities.

Development activities need
to be well covered during the lo-
cal government elections and the
general election, he said, pointing
at the need for strengthening the
financially strained traditional
broadcasting sector.

The deputy minister hinted at
a government directive for TCRA
to conduct a comprehensive fea-

sibility study encompassing the
entire broadcasting sector.

Fielding an international con-
sultant for the study, the regula-
tory agency will examine the var-
ious challenges facing traditional
broadcasting.

He pointed at technological
advancements, revenue sources,
operational costs, the broadcast-
ing market, globalization impacts
along with broadcasting content
and its impact.

The research exercise will ex-
plore possibilities for addressing
challenges, including financial
sustainability of broadcasting
stations, he said, urging active
participation from broadcasting
stakeholders in collaboration

with the international consult-
ant, coordinated by TCRA. The
annual conference concluded
with resolution to unite efforts
in ensuring adherence to ethical
standards by broadcasting enti-
ties and eliminating content that
violates broadcasting norms.

This initiative followed con-
cerns raised by veteran radio
presenters associated with Radio
Tanzania Dar es Salaam, express-
ing dismay over declining broad-
casting standards and media eth-
ics in various outlets.

Abdallah Majura, representing
veteran broadcasters who earlier
served at RTD, urged the govern-
ment to take steps to restore
broadcasting ethics, emphasiz-

ing the importance of upholding
Tanzanian values.

Jacob Mwenga, the Ice broad-
casting station manager of
Makambako in Njombe Region
said that participants were op-
timistic of significant advance-
ments in the broadcasting sector
“as we embrace new technolo-
gies and implement improve-
ment strategies.”

The conference is a crucial
platform for stakeholders in the
local broadcasting sector to dis-
cuss challenges and opportuni-
ties, enabling TCRA to gauge the
need for enhancement strategies
in collaboration with broadcast-
ers and online media stakehold-
ers, the consultant affirmed.
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Committee wants more funds
for the agriculture value chain

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

AS of December 31 last
year, the government re-

leased only 194.87bn/-
out of the pledged Itrn/-
through  special credit

window targeting actors in
the agriculture value chain.

Budget Committee Chair-
man Daniel Sillo told the
National Assembly yester-
day when presenting the
committee’s report for the
period covering between
February 2013 and Janu-
ary 2024 that the credit
disbursement is equivalent
to 1949 percent of the total
pledged amount.

He said that on July 27,
2021 the central bank re-
leased a public notice about
the credit extension to the
agriculture sector.

He said the commit-
tee urges the government
to conduct an impact as-
sessment of the disbursed
funds so far.

“The committee has
learned that the credit has

Early childhood development v

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

positively impacted the ag-
riculture sector. In that case,
the government should
reconsider the revamp of
guarantee schemes for fur-
ther impact in the sector,”
he said.

During the period be-
tween July and December
2023, agriculture contrib-
uted 24.8 percent to the na-
tional income.

The committee chal-
lenged the government to
invest in new technologies
if it is to realize the poten-
tial of the sector which is al-
located with 970bn/- in the
current fiscal year.

He said that the commit-
tee has resolved that the
government invests into the
Tanzania Fertilizer Compa-
ny (TFC) to curb shortages.

Annual demand for fer-
tilizer stands at 698,260
tonnes while the supply
stands at 480,848 tonnes
that translates to a shortage
of 217,412 tonnes.

“The committee resolves
that the government should

officiating at the closure of a
six-day training on early child

THE government has called
on youth, religious and tradi-
tional leaders to be engaged in
early child development pro-
grammes in efforts to help nur-
ture a better future generation.

The appeal was made here
yesterday by Ramadhan Kaili-
ma, Deputy Permanent Secre-
tary in the Office of the Presi-
dent (Regional Administration
and Local Government) while

development (ECD).)

rection.

traditional leaders

He said the fight against child
abuse and other vices affected
children should be prioritized
by all people and institutions
because without doing so, the
nation is headed to a wrong di-

The deputy PS argued that
if  well
equipped with knowledge on
T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e i e e e e

VisionFund

extend 60bn/- to enable
TFC to directly procure fer-
tilizer from producers and
do away with the current
practice of buying from
agents,” said Sillo.

He asserted that the gov-
ernment had in October
2023 allocated TFC with
40bn/- in procurement of
fertilizers.

Speaking of foreign cur-
rency exchange rate against
the shilling, the chairman
said that exchange rate for
the US dollar against Tanza-
nian shilling depreciated by
6.4 percent.

He said one US dollar was
exchanged at 2,466.28/- for
the period between July
and December 2023 com-
pared to 2,318.33/- the cor-
responding periods in 2022.

During the period, said
Sillo, inflation depreciated
to 3.2 percent compared to
4.8 percent in the same pe-
riod in 2022. Interest rates
on loans averaged 15.54
percent.

among believers.

ticipants.

Kamal
KAMAL GASES LIMITED

PUBLIC NOTICE

We Kamal gases Limited the number one manufacturer of industrial gases with quality certified

by Tanzania Standards Body TBS.

We have discovered the existence of gas producers using cylinders with the KGL log against the

law.

We notify producers, consumers of industrial gases and the public in general that it is against
the law to fill, sell and distribute gas packed in cylinders with the kamal logo which is not

manufactured by kamal gases limited.

Therefore, you are good news that; kamal gases limited are in the intensive exercise to monitor
and catch all the persons who produce industrial gases and filling in cylinders with the logo or

mark of kamal gases limited against procedure.

Kamal Gases Limited will take legal action including civil and criminal cases against anyone who

>
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District, Dar es Salaam Region.
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Kiluvya Secondary School students pictured at the weekend taking partin a debae with their Fahari Secondary School. It was a
PROBONO-sponsored competition aimed to instilling a reading habit among students. Venue: Kiluvya Secondary School in Ubungo
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early child development can
help reduce misconceptions
in the society and religious
leaders enjoy immense trust

The meeting was jointly or-
ganized by Children in Cross-
fire, Tanzanian Early Child-
hood Development Network
(TECDEN) and the Union of
Tanzanian Press Clubs (UTPC)
and brought together 79 par-

“It is important if we start at
school levels by establishing
clubs through which we em-
power young people,” he said,
adding that those at higher
learning institutions can be
engaged through social media,
among other platforms.

Kailima also presided over
certificate presentation to the
participants. The awards were
conferred by the Agha Khan
University that conducted the

training,.

Craig Ferla, Country Direc-
tor of Tanzania at Children in
Crossfire said the organisa-
tion leads a partnership with
TECDEN) and UTPC to com-
plement the government’s de-
velopment goals.

“Our vision of compassion-
ate world where every child
can realise their full potential
is one that resonates so deeply
with our values as a founda-

tion,” he said, stressing the im-

portance of the training.

Speaking on behalf of the
participants, Gaudence Nyam-
wihura said that after the train-
ing, they will be ambassadors

at different places of work.

“We are lucky to have the
training and get equipped with
knowledge on child protection
and we plan to sensitize our|

communities, “she said.

VACANCIES

ABBY ALLY JUMA announces the Loss of his
Passport number TAE256878 issued by
Immigration Department Dar es salaam date of
16/12/2019. Whoever find it take it to a nearest
Police station with Police Report No.
PHQ/DAR/ILA/21170/2024.

TANZANIA

VISIONFUND TANZANIA MICROFINANCE BANK LTD

reput
41 bill

Work
Positi
Repo

wants to use gas cylinders with the Kamal Gases Limited logo to fill gas processed by themselves .
or processed by producers other than kamal gases limited

We call on our customers to continue using kamal gases limited's gas service through the
stations approved and recognized by Kamal Gases Limited or come to the factory Changombe

industrial area plot no. 188/2 for more information call +255 765 169 444

issued by

ot

executive director
kamal gases limited
Dar es Salaam

217690701

VisionFund Tanzania Microfinance Bank Ltd (VFT MFB) formerly known as
SEDA, a subsidiary of VisionFund International is a fast-growing and

able Micro Finance Bank (MFB)and has a loan book of more than TZs.
jon and more than 53,000 customer base, more than 5,000 of them

being smallholder farmers. VFT-MFB is seeking to employ a dynamic and
committed Tanzanian young man/woman who have a passion for people’s
economic development to fill the vacant position detailed here below;

reference no. 02/2024
ion: Head of Internal Audit and Investigation
rting to: Functionally to the Board Audit Risk and Compliance

Committee of the Board of Directors and Administratively to the Chief
Executive Officer

Responsibility:

The Head of Internal Audit is a key figure in ensuring organizational
integrity and compliance by developing annual audit plans, leading the
internal audit function, and evaluating the effectiveness of internal
controls and risk management procedures, training internal auditors,
conducting special investigations, and overseeing regulatory reporting
and legal compliance.

Main tasks

Develop and submit an annual internal audit plan to the Board Audit
Risk and Compliance Committee for approval.

Lead the internal audit function with proficiency and strategic
direction.

Provide training and coaching to internal auditors, fostering their
professional development and enhancing their skills.

« Execute procedures outlined in the internal audit manual with the

assistance of the Internal Auditors.

+ Ensure compliance with sound internal auditing standards and a

relevant code of ethics.

Examine and evaluate the adequacy and effectiveness of the system
of internal controls.

Review the application and effectiveness of risk management
procedures and risk assessment methodologies.

Review the adequacy of the management information system.
Evaluate the reliability of information produced by accounting and
computer systems.

Provide an independent appraisal function for all aspects of
operations.

Review the accuracy and reliability of accounting records and
financial reports.

+ Review the system of assessing capital in relation to risk assessment

and estimation.

+ Assess the efficiency of the usage of resources.

Review the system established to ensure compliance with legal and
regulatory requirements, codes of conduct, and the implementation
of policies and procedures.

Test the reliability and timeliness of requlatory reporting.

« Carry out special investigations.

Require the management of the institution to implement and
maintain appropriate internal control procedures and management
information systems.

« Must be a self-starter,

+ Undertake any other duties delegated by the Board Audit Risk and

Compliance Committee.

Education/Experience:
«University degree in Accounting, Finance, or business administration

isamust.
Professional accounting certification (CPA)is a must.

+ CIA, CFE, or CISA certification will be an added advantage.

Master's Degree in Accounting, Finance, or business administration
will be an added advantage.

Minimum of 5 years audit experience in banking supervision and/or
microfinance (with a minimum of 3 years of demonstrated strong
leadership experience in planning, supervision and management of
an internal audit department is a must).

« Experience advising senior management and reporting to audit

committees on risk management and monitoring is a must.
Experience in systems analysis and audit would be an added
advantage.

Understanding relevant accounting and loan tracking software would
be an advantage.

Excellent proficiency in the use of PPF.

Capability and willingness to take responsibility.

« Ahigh sense of integrity.

Determined personality with initiative, perseverance and the ability
to motivate and manage the team.

Must be a committed Christian and able and willing to participate and
lead in daily devotions.

Special / Personal Abilities:
+ Highly developed sense of reliability and correctness.

Excellent trainer, facilitator, mentor, and coach.
Innovative and analytical.

+ Very good planning skills.

Proficient in Microsoft Office applications.
highly motivated, organized, and
detail-oriented.

Model and demonstrate effective Christian leadership

+ Good knowledge of economic and financial topics and sufficient

experience in the loan business of VFT-MFB is an added advantage

+ Willingness to travel for at least 50% of the time to remote locations

Mode of Application:

Interested and suitably qualified individuals should forward their
application letter, attaching copies of their academic and professional
certificates; detailed CVs with three referees to; vftHRstaff@vftz.co.tz.
The position should be the subject of the email application.

OR; through the postal address below:

The Chief Executive Officer,

VisionFund Tanzania Microfinance Bank Limited,

P.0. Box 1546,
Arusha, TANZANIA.

The application should reach the undersigned no later than 29 February

2024.

Aru

sha International Conference Center (AICC),

Serengeti Wing, Fifth Floor, Afrnka Mashariki Road

THE MICROFINANCE SUBSIDIARY OF WORLD VISION

PO, Bepe 1546 Arusha, Tanzania
T +255 27 2050143, 2050147
E infol@vftz.cotz | wwwivftz.corz
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Telco introduces
medicine buying
service through
mobile phones

By Guardian Correspondent, Zanzibar

TIGO Tanzania has launched new
service dubbed ‘Tigo Dawa’ meant
to enable residents buy medicine
on credit through their mobile
phones and repay without interest.

Speaking at the launch of the
service here on Tuesday, Zanzibar
Deputy Minister for Health Hassan
Khamis Hafidh lauded the company
for coming up with the service that
enables people to get medicines
from pharmacies even when they
do not have cash.

The service has been established
by Tigo Tanzania in collaboration
with Laina Finance Limited.

“This service will be of help to the
people of Zanzibar since illnesses
come without notice. I commend
you for coming up with this service,”
he said, asking the firm to look into
possibilities of designing a similar
payment system for other services.

Angelica Pesha, Tigopesa services
chief executive officer said Tigo
Dawa is an opportunity for Tigo
and Zantel customers Zanzibar for
now, but is expected to be rolled in
Tanzania Mainland in the future.

She said in recognition of the
efforts by the government and the
needs of the people of Zanzibar, the
company collaborated with Laina
Finance Ltd to bring a solution,

namely access to medicine without
cash.

“This service being the first
solution for legal financial services
in a digital way through the
‘Murabah’ system in Tanzania and
East Africa is designed to provide
the most suitable payment plan
for medicines available in hospitals
and approved pharmacies here in
Zanzibar,” she said.

She said the company will
continue to cooperate with
government authorities to ensure
better health services.

This service being the
first solution for legal
financial services in

a digital way through
the ‘Murabah’ system
in Tanzania and East
Africa is designed to
provide the most suit-
able payment plan for
medicines available in
hospitals and approved
pharmacies here in
Zanzibar

Tanga regional commissioner Waziri Kindamba (facing camera) releases a progress report in his office yesterday on measles and Rubela vaccinations

in the region.

MCC boss activates threshold programme

By Guardian Reporter

THE US government’s Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) Dep-
uty Chief Executive Officer Chidi
Blyden has departed Tanzania after
a visit to rekindle the partnership
and kick off the future development
programme.

“Tanzania is an important part-
ner for the United States and the
new MCC threshold programme is
an excellent opportunity to further
our engagement,” she said. “T am
looking forward to our collective
efforts to strengthen democratic

and sustainable economic develop-
ment.”

During her visit, Blyden visited
the dLab, an innovation lab that
harnesses the potential of data rev-
olution to solve local, regional, and
global sustainable development
challenges. MCC, with President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR), established the dLab
which trained thousands of youth
in data literacy, coding and other
digital skills. She also met with lead-
ers of key civil society organizations
to gain an understanding of the
opportunities for policy and insti-

also engaged with the government
of Tanzania, including meeting with
the Minister for Finance, Dr Mwigu-
Iu Nchemba, Executive Secretary of
the Planning Commission Lawrence
Mafuru and appointed National Co-
ordinator Dr Hamisi Mwinyimvua
who expressed commitment to a
thriving economy and developing
an impactful MCC threshold pro-
gramme. The delegation engaged
with the Executive Board and mem-
bers of the CEO Roundtable, an or-
ganization that convenes leaders
from the private sector focused on
improving Tanzania’s business reg-

The visit included meetings with
alumni and staff from the MCC Tan-
zania compact, who continue to be
steadfast partners in ensuring MCC
investments improve lives. MCC’s
previous work in Tanzania includes
a $698.1 million compact completed
in 2013 which provided infrastruc-
ture improvement projects in trans-
portation, energy, and water.

On December 13, 2023, MCC’s
Board of Directors selected Tanza-
nia to develop a threshold program,
creating an opportunity for MCC
and Tanzania to work together to
improve policy and institutional re-
forms.

governance and promote inclusive
T e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nerm

officers out to India for tailor-made training

tutional reform in Tanzania.Blyden

ulatory environment.

Female immigration

Acting Commissioner General of Immigration (Tanzania) Angela Shija and Manoj B Verma, Chargé d’affaires at the Indian High Commission in Tanzania, pose for a photo in Dar
es Salaam yesterday with 40 Tanzania Immigration officers destined for capacity building training in Lucknow, India, under an Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation

Programme.

Nigerian ex-President’s signature forged to withdraw $6m

By Gloria Aradi

NIGERIA is seeking Interpols help
to arrest three suspects who allegedly
stole $6.2m (£4.9m) from the central
bank, using the forged signature of then
President Muhammadu Buhari.

Authorities believe that the suspects
conspired with Nigeria’s former central
bank chief Godwin Emefiele. He is already
on trial on 20 charges, including illegally
receiving the $6.2m.

Emefiele has denied all the charges,
and is currently out on bail. He is the most
high-profile former official to be charged
with corruption since President Bola
Tinubu took office last May.

Prosecutors also allege that Emefiele

unlawfully authorised the release of the
money from the central bank vault.

In a statement last December, he
described the allegations as “barefaced
lies told by the investigator in order to
achieve his satanic agenda”. He called for a
“thorough and transparent investigation”.

Emefiele’s alleged accomplices have
been named as Adamu Abubakar, Imam
Abubakar and Odoh Ocheme, a former
central bank employee, the state-owned
News Agency of Nigeria reported.

The suspects are believed to have left
Nigeria, prompting the authorities to
seek Interpol’s help with their arrest and
repatriation, the agency added.

None of the three suspects have
commented on the allegations against

them.

The alleged theft took place several
months before Muhammadu Buhari
stepped down as president

The government ordered their arrest
late on Tuesday, hours after Boss
Mustapha, a senior official in ex-President
Buhari’s administration, testified in
Emefiele’s trial.

Mustapha told the court in the capital,
Abuja, that neither he nor Mr Buhari had
given their signatures to approve the
withdrawal of the $6.2m.

“Looking at the signature, it is a
faint attempt at reproducing [former]
President Buhari’s signature,” Mustapha
was quoted as telling the court by the
Nation newspaper.

When shown the document used to
withdraw the funds, Mr Mustapha said it
“did not emanate from the office of the
president”, the newspaper added. The
funds were withdrawn in cash in January
last year, a few months before Buhari’s
term ended.

Prosecutors allege that Emefiele
falsified the document in question, which
requested the central bank to issue the
funds so that Mr Buhari could use them to
pay foreign election observers.

Emefiele was appointed as central
bank governor in 2014 by then-President
Goodluck  Jonathan, with  Buhari
reappointing him in 2019. He held the
post until Tinubu took office.

By Guardian Reporter

CAPACITY building training exclusively for a
batch of 40 Tanzanian female immigration offic-
ers is set to take place at the Bankers Institute of
Rural Development in Lucknow, India, under In-
dian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
Programme.

High Commission of India in Tanzania hosted
the participating officers for a pre-departure ori-
entation on Tuesday.

Angela Shija, acting Commissioner of Immigra-
tion led the officers during the event and thanked
Indian government for providing this opportunity
and affirmed that this was a reflection of close and
friendly ties between India and Tanzania.

ITEC Programme is the leading capacity build-
ing platform of India’s Ministry of External Affairs.
Instituted in 1964, ITEC is one of the oldest institu-
tionalized arrangements for international capac-
ity building, having trained more than 200,000
officials from more than 160 countries in both
civilian and defence sectors.

Building on India’s vast and rich network of
governance and development-related expertise
available in higher educational institutions and
training facilities, ITEC offers fully-funded training
opportunities through nearly 400 courses offered
at 100 eminent institutes in India.

India also responds to country-specific requests
for training in specific areas of governance by or-
ganizing customized training programmes which
are designed and delivered by the leading institu-
tions in India.

Over 6,000 Tanzanian nationals have under-
gone capacity building training under ITEC pro-
gramme in India.

Addressing the officers, Charge d’Affaires Manoj
B Verma stated that the batch was unique as it
consisted only women officers.

He encouraged them to wholeheartedly em-
brace the opportunity, absorb all the knowledge
and skills that the programme offers and return
back prepared to inspire and lead with renewed
vigour and energy.

He said that the tailor-made course on develop-
ing women leadership was organized on request
from the Immigration Department of Tanzania.

He added that Tanzanian immigration officers
have on earlier occasions attended customized
courses at the prestigious National Forensic Sci-
ence University in Gujarat and the Centre for De-
velopment of Advance Computing (CDAC) Mohali.

He said that with the recent elevation of the re-
lationship between India and Tanzania to a stra-
tegic partnership during President Samia Suluhu
Hassan’s state visit to India in October 2023, the
development partnership between the two na-
tions will see further boost in the coming days.
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Tunduru district commissioner Julius Mtatiro pictured yesterday having a word with drivers and passengers stranded at the Muhuwesi River bridge section of a road
covered by water following ongoing rains.

Fugitive wantedin USfor - Scribes set for conservation reporting drill
murder rearrested inKenya sicwsesone

NAIROBI

A MAN wanted in Mas-
sachusetts to face mur-
der charges was has been
rearrested, a week after
he dramatically escaped
from police custody, Ken-
yan police said Wednes-
day.

Kevin Adam Kinyanjui
Kangethe escaped while
awaiting extradition on
a Massachusetts warrant
alleging he killed his girl-
friend and left her body in
a car at a Boston airport.
Last week he slipped out
of a police station and
jumped into a privately
owned minivan.

Kangethe was arrested
in Embulbul, Kajiado
County on the outskirts
of Kenya’s capital city on
Tuesday evening as he
sought refuge at one of
his relatives’ homes, Nai-
robi police boss Adamson
Bungei said.

“We have rearrested
him and we thank all that
helped in this,” he said.

In a country where
corruption endemic and
the police force has been
ranked for decades the
most corrupt institution
in the country, Kangethe’s
escape raised suspicion
the police officers on duty
that day may have been
bribed to allow his escape.

The four officers who
were on duty at the report
office that day have been
suspended awaiting dis-
ciplinary action and may
face prosecution.

The officer’s report
seen by the Associated
Press said that on the day
Kangethe escaped, a man
named John Maina Nde-

The officers
agreed to his
request and
removed the
prisoner from
the cells and
took him to (an)
office ... leaving
them there.

gwa introduced himself to
the officers as Kangethe’s
lawyer and said he want-
ed to speak with his client.

“The officers agreed
to his request and re-
moved the prisoner from
the cells and took him to
(an) office ... leaving them
there. After a short while
the prisoner escaped by
running away and left the
(lawyer) behind,” the re-
port said.

Officers pursued
Kangethe but did not
catch him, the police re-
port said, adding that
Ndegwa was arrested.

Kangethe, 40, had been
detained pending a ruling
on whether he should be
extradited to face a first-
degree murder charge
in connection with the
death of Margaret Mbitu
on Oct. 31, 2023.

Massachusetts State Po-
lice said in early Novem-
ber that Kangethe had left
her body in a car at Logan
International Airport and
boarded a flight to Kenya.
Massachusetts  officials
said they were working
with Kenyan authorities
to locate him, and he was
arrested in a nightclub on
Jan. 30 after being on the
run for three months.

A police official said
that Kangethe said he
had renounced his US.
citizenship. The police
official, who insisted on
anonymity in order to
speak freely about an on-
going investigation, said if
Kangethe were an Ameri-
can citizen he would have
been repatriated without
a court process.

The court approved a
police application for him
to be detained for 30 days
while the extradition is-
sue was heard.

Mbitu, a health care
aide in Halifax, was last
seen leaving work Oct.
30 and reported missing
by her family. The pre-
liminary investigation
showed Mbitu had left her
workplace and travelled
with Kangethe to Lowell,
where he lived, the pros-
ecution said.

A TOTAL of 20 journalists from
various media outlets are set to
attend a two-day master class
on combating wildlife crimes,
climate change and biodiversity
conservation scheduled for today
and tomorrow in Bagamoyo Dis-
trict, Coast Region.

Organized by the journalists
Environmental Association of
Tanzania (JET), the tailor-made
training will also furnish journal-
ists with knowledge on corridor
conservation issues, particularly
combating illegal forest crimes.

The training is part of Tuhifadhi
Maliasili ‘Let’s preserve Natural
Resources’ project supported by
USAID.

USAID launched a $30.5 mil-
lion five-year conservation pro-
ject to address the dynamics that
threaten wildlife movement and
the long-term preservation of bio-
diversity in Tanzania.

The activity is implemented by
Research Triangle Institute Inter-
national-a non-profit research

and global development institute.

Speaking to the Guardian yes-
terday, JET director John Chikomo
said: “Through training, journal-
ists will be equipped with the
knowledge, skills and attitude for
them to be able to conduct inves-
tigative reporting on biodiversity
conservation and climate change
issues.”

Chikomo said journalists are
expected to attain knowledge on
how to investigate, report and an-
alyse wildlife connectivity, marine
and forest conservation, traffick-
ing and poaching, and the promo-
tion of wildlife conservation and
tourism.

He added that the ‘Tuhifadhi
Maliasili” project has interven-
tions in a number of wildlife cor-
ridors such as Kwakuchinja that
connects Tarangire-Manyara
ecosystem in Babati and Monduli
districts in Manyara and Arusha
regions respectively, the Kigosi
Moyowosi-Burigi Chato that con-
nects Kigosi Moyowosi complex
and Burigi Chato National Park (in
Biharamulo and Kakonko districts

in Kagera and Kigoma regions as
well as the Nyerere Selous-Ud-
zungwa that connects Nyerere
Selous and Udzungwa Mountains
National Parks in Ifakara, Moro-
goro Region.

Others are, Amani-Nilo that
connects Amani Nature Reserve
and Nilo Nature Forest Reserve
in Muheza District, Tanga Region,
the Ruaha Rungwa-Katavi that
connects Ruaha National Park,
Rungwa Game Reserve, Lukwati
and Pigi Game Reserves and Kat-
avi in Chunya District, Mbeya Re-
gion.

After the training, journalists
are scheduled to visit the Ruaha
Rungwa-Inyonga corridor that
connects the Ruaha National Park
and Rungwa and Inyonga Game
Reserves in Itigi and Sikonge
districts in Singida and Tabora
regions respectively and the Ma-
hale-Katavi corridor that connects
Mahale Mountains National Park
and Katavi Complex in Tanganyi-
ka and Uvinza districts in Katavi
and Kigoma regions respectively.

AfDB, TDB deploy
technology to cut
carbon emissions

By Special Correspondent

THE African Development
Bank Group has announced
a follow-up equity invest-
ment of $15 million in the
Trade and Development
Bank Group’s pioneering
Class C Green+ shares to sup-
port clean technology and
low carbon projects in its
member states.

The new capital, to be
sourced from the Clean
Technology Fund (CTF), will
also support the establish-
ment of a project prepara-
tion facility to boost invest-
ment in clean technologies.

The CTF, part of the Cli-
mate Investment Funds,
provides resources to de-
veloping countries to scale
up low-carbon technologies
with significant potential for
long-term greenhouse gas
emissions savings.

TDB launched the unique
thematic equity instruments
just over a year ago during
COP27; the African Develop-
ment Bank greeted the an-
nouncement with an initial
investment of $15 million.
Class C Green+ shares en-
able TDB Group to leverage
funds four times to support
qualifying climate and SDG-
aligned public and private
sector transactions.

These investments will
support TDB Group’s efforts
to advance climate action
and the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) in its
member states, driving con-
siderable long-term green-
house gas emissions savings.

Admassu Tadesse, TDB
Group President and Man-
aging Director, said: “We
are delighted to receive this
investment into our risk
capital by CTF through our
strategic partner, the Afri-
can Development Bank. The

This structure
has a high
replicability
potential as it
optimizes the
use of limited
concessional
funding and
contributes ...

new equity supports TDB'’s
green growth and climate
action agenda and our drive
to assist member states to
achieve their Nationally De-
termined Contributions. We
value the African Develop-
ment Bank’s pioneering role,
which has generated much
interest from other investors
and catalyzed this invest-
ment, which endeavors to
bring about impact and at-
tractive financial returns.”

Dr Kevin Kariuki, the Af-
rican Development Bank’s
Vice President for Power,
Energy, Climate and Green
Growth, said: “We congratu-
late TDB for this highly inno-
vative class of shares with all
capital raised through strate-
gic partners like the African
Development Bank and CTF,
to exclusively support cli-
mate action and sustainable
development.”

“This structure has a high
replicability potential as it
optimizes the use of limited
concessional funding and
contributes to leveraging
substantial resources from
the private sector,” Kariuki
added. “We hope that the
involvement of CTF will be
instrumental in crowding-in
the participation of addition-
al investors into this class of
shares and praise the estab-
lishment of the Project Prep-
aration Facility unlocked by
this investment.”

Mary Kamari, TDB Group
Corporate Affairs and In-
vestor Relations Executive
added: “While much more
capital is needed to support
climate action in Africa, we
are also facing constraints in
the availability of bankable
projects, with many pro-
jects failing at feasibility and
business-planning  stages.
In this regard, we also look
forward to CTF’s technical
assistance support to unlock
new project opportunities in
our region and scale-up our
impact in the climate space.”

TDB’s Class C Green+
shares build on the success
of Class B shares launched
a decade ago to attract insti-
tutional investors - pension
funds, insurance companies,
sovereign wealth funds, de-
velopment finance institu-
tions, and others - into TDB’s
equity capital. They are open

* BIRTI
USAID NTDs
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Invitation for Bids TZ/ATE/1502/2024 Doze Pole

Printing of Doze pole

1. RTlInternational through USAID Act to End NTDs/East Tanzania Program is supporting Tanzania Ministry of Health(MOH) through the Nation-
al Neglected Tropical Diseases Control Program (NTDCP) to implement interventions towards control and elimination of Neglected Tropical
diseases(NTD).

2. Requirements

S/N | Description of Preferred Commodity or Services Specifications UoM | Onty
1 Printing of Zithromax Doze poles (Fiber glass-length 190cm) for Trachoma Community MDA (Strong

Materials with Nonremovable/Erasable Printings) printed on both sides PCS 5,622
2 Printing of Ivermectin Doze poles (Fiber glass-length 190cm) for OV and LF Community MDA (Strong

Materials with Nonremovable/Erasable Printing) printed on one side PCS | 14,650

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain bidding document via email procurement@acteasttanzania.rti.org for free and available sample for
inspection at the below address:

USAID Act to End NTDs | East Tanzania Program
RTI International, Global Health Division

1131B Msasani Road, Masaki

P.0. Box 369, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

4. The deadline for the questions from bidders is February 22, 2024, and closing submission of bids is on March 12, 2024, at 05:00 PM
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MPs want scanners
at border posts to
ease cargo clearance

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

THE government has been urged
to install scanners at busy bor-
der posts to facilitate clearance
of goods transported to and from
neighbouring countries to protect
traders from additional operation-
al costs due to delays.

Deodatus Mwanyika, Industry,
Trade, Agriculture and Livestock
Committee Chairman made the
call here yesterday when present-
ing a report for the period covering
between February 2023 and Janu-
ary 2024 in the National Assembly.

He said the absence of scanners
at key border posts causes addi-
tional transport costs for transport-
ers which they normally offset by
charging more to last consumers.

Mwanyika said the committee
learnt that there was a deficit of
scanners along the country’s major
borders to facilitate efficient trade,
movement of people and improv-

The government
should conduct a
special analysis
on inflation,
especially for
foodstuff. The
government is
supposed to

set long-term
strategies of
addressing
inflation

ing security.

The situation is blamed for many
hours transporters spend at bor-
ders due to prolonged clearance
time hence additional costs.

“For instance, the committee has
learnt that Mtukula border post has
no scanner, forcing transporters
to incur extra expenses by paying
porters to offload and load cargo
onto trucks during clearance,” he
said.

The committee sees that the ab-
sence and shortage of scanners at
border posts is affecting the busi-
ness community due to delayed
delivery of their cargo.”

Meanwhile, the committee urged
the government to take stern meas-
ures in addressing shortage of sug-
ar. According to Mwanyika, the Na-
tional Food Reserve Agency (NFRA)
should consider procurement of
sugar to be used as emergency sup-
ply when the sweetener becomes
scarce as is the case currently.

“The government should con-
duct a special analysis on inflation,
especially for foodstuff. The gov-
ernment is supposed to set long-
term strategies of addressing infla-
tion,” he said.

Francis Mtinga, Iramba East MP
(CCM) said the Building a Better
Tomorrow: Youth Initiative for Ag-
ribusiness (BBT - YIA) should give
a priority to sugar production by
establishing large-scale sugarcane
plantations.

“NFRA should start buying and
keeping stock of sugar to end the
shortage that happens in early
months of the year for different
reasons,” he said.

-

‘( a-h

Arusha city deputy mayor Joseph Mollel (L) and Arusha District Traffic Police commander Alijua Samut (2nd-L) present a certificate to Police Staff Ser-
geant Paul Kasambala in recognition of his exemplary role in enforcing the law. It was at Tuesday’s launch of uniforms for Arusha Region commuter bus

operators.

NEEC needs funds to empower needy groups

By Guardian Reporter

OUTGOING member of the Na-
tional Economic Empowerment
Council (NEEC) board of directors,
Prof Lucian Msambichaka, said the
council has no sufficient funds to
give to increasing number of eligible
women and youth groups.

He called on the government to
give NEEC more funds to enable the
council to meet its obligations.

Speaking to reporters on the side-

lines of a meeting to launch a new
NEEC board of directors in Dar es
Salaam on Tuesday, Prof Msam-
bichaka said the council is under-
funded and as a result it cannot
meet the needs of many applicants.

He said the council is meant to
empower economically underprivi-
leged Tanzanians and it has won
trust of groups of underprivileged
women and youth but it has insuf-
ficient money to give the applicants.

“NEEC is one of the important in-

el

Ubungo municipal secondary education officer Voster Mgina (R) pictured yesterday addressing education coordinators and teachers from seven Dar es
Salaam-based secondary schools when opening a two-day workshop organised by local charity READ Tanzania. The focus was on enhance the partici-
pants’ capacity to supervise reference libraries.

stitutions in building national econ-
omy. It has been doing a good job in
making women and youth realize
their dreams. If it is well-funded, it
will be able to help more individuals
and groups increase their incomes,”
he said, calling on new board mem-
bers to work in unity.

The new board members are Prof
Timothy Simalenga, Theobald Sabi,
Cheggy Mziray, Nicodemus Mkama,
Brig Gen Aloyce Mwanjile, Dr John
Mduma and Dr Hamis Mwinyimvua.

NEEC Executive Secretary Beng'i
Issa pledged that the council’s man-
agement will work closely with the
new board of directors.

She said experience has shown
that women in particular, rush for
loans that are secured easily but
face big repayment problems.

She said the council is coordinat-
ing empowerment funds whereby
62 are within the government and
10 are outside the government.

‘Invest in nutrition
awareness to curb
runaway stunting’

By Mutayoba Arbogast, Bukoba

AUTHORITIES in Missenyi Dis-
trict, Kagera Region have been
urged to allocate enough funds for
nutrition awareness to address un-
derweight and stunting in children.

Abimeleck Richard, an official
with the Tanzania Development
and AIDS Prevention (TADEPA)
who is coordinator of the organisa-
tion’s ‘Mtoto Kwanza’ project made
the call here recently when speak-
ing at Missenyi District Nutritional
Committee for the second quarter
of 2023/24.

He said parents and guardians
need to be educated that good and
adequate nutrition helps in the de-
velopment and growth of a child’s
brain from O to eight years.

Richard said that the biggest
problem is not the lack of food in
the households because Kagera
is one of the regions that produce
food in abundance but education
on the right nutrition for expect-
ant mothers, proper breastfeeding
and feeding children as well as food
preparation.

“We have to trace if food pro-
duced by households is not taken
to the market in large quantities
and leave very little at home hence
malnutrition and stunting,” he said.
Tapita Solomoni, acting Missenyi
District Executive Director
said that they will continue to
emphasize the issue of nutrition
education at household and
community levels, especially
through Health Day in villages
whereby in 2023, the celebration
was held in 74 out of 77 villages
to encourage establishment of
vegetable gardens in schools and
provision of vitamin A for children
under five years.

Faustina Goodwin, Missenyi
District Council Nutrition Officer,
promised to continue collaborat-
ing with the nutrition committee
to ensure nutrition issues reach all
citizens through public meetings in
sub-village, villages and schools.

The district report shows there
were 47,714 children under 5 years
in 2023 and 5 percent of them were
born below recommended weight
of 2.5 kgs.

Mtwara port gets modern crane to boost efficiency

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole, Mt-
wara

THE Port of Mtwara which now has the
capacity to handle one million tonnes of
cargo per year has acquired amodern crane
called Ship-to-Shore-Gantry (SSG) capable
of handling 25 containers per hour.

Ferdinand Nyathi, Mtwara Port Manager
said this recently in Mtwara when address-

ing journalists about the improvements be-
ing made at the port.

He said that SSG crane has already been
set and added that apart from the machine,
they also have another scanner capable of
scanning 30 containers per hour.

He said that this was due to the improve-
ments made at the port, namely the con-
struction of one additional berth with a
depth of 13 meters and length of 300 me-
ters. Nyathi said the Port of Mtwara facili-

tates business activities for the southern
regions of Tanzania and Zanzibar as well as
Mozambique, Comoros, India and Vietnam.

He said the main goods passing through
the port include raw cashews, cement, ag-
ricultural produce, cargo for projects, oil,
coal and mixed cargo.

“In addition to the efficiency that cus-
tomers enjoy at the Port of Mtwara, he
said there is incentive of 30 per cent re-
lief in charges compared to other ports

in the region,” he said. Nyathi said that in
2018/20219 financial year, the Port of Mt-
wara served 141 ships, 2029/2020 financial
year 110 ships, 2020/2020 financial year 84
ships, 2021/2022 financial year 166 ships,
2022/2023 financial year 313 ships and from
July 2023 to January 2024 a total of 187 ships.
He said the Port of Mtwara has two car-
go storage warehouses measuring 12,500
square meters with the capacity to store
18,000 tonnes of cargo at the same time.

Nyathi mentioned some of the oppor-
tunities available in Mtwara Region as oil
and gas exploration activities, production
of natural gas and products derived from
gas as well as agriculture, especially cashew
farming for export and local market.

Also, there are mining activities and vari-
ous factories in the Mtwara Development
Corridor as well as trade with the neigh-
bouring countries of Malawi, Mozambique
and Zambia.
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ECA chief calls for reform of
global financial architecture

ADDIS ABABA

THE Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Africa (ECA), Claver Gatete,
has called for action to reform the
global financial architecture to help
African countries achieve sustain-
able development.

The call came on Monday in Ad-
dis Ababa, Ethiopia, as the execu-
tive secretary briefed journalists
alongside Zimbabwean Finance
Minister Mthuli Ncube on the UNE-
CA Conference of African Ministers
of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development (CoM2024) to be held
in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, from
Feb. 28 to March 5.

Gatete noted that based on the
current allocation formula, the
resources directed to the African
continent by the International Mon-
etary Fund, the World Bank, and
others are not commensurate with
its financing needs.

“The ECA believes that the in-
ternational financial architecture
needs to be reformed and its gov-
ernance improved. Unless it is re-
formed, African countries will face

(4

challenges in implementing the
Sustainable Development Goals
and the African Union’s Agenda
2063, as most of their resources are
used to pay loans,” he said.

He said the international finan-
cial institutions need to provide
long-term and concessional loans
to middle- and low-income coun-
tries to help them invest in major
development sectors, achieve bet-
ter economic growth, and deal with
their debt burdens. “The interna-
tional financial institutions are no
longer fit for purpose; they should
make changes about the way they
function.”

Gatete said previous pledges to
mobilize 100 billion U.S. dollars for
Africa have not been met. He called
for more financial innovation to fa-
cilitate access to critical resources
needed to invest in green economic
development across the continent.

Noting that the financial institu-
tions should mobilize resources,
Gatete said the money held by
those financial institutions is signifi-
cantly shrinking. He further called
for improving domestic resource
mobilization, tax collection, and ex-

panding capital markets as other al-
ternatives to finance investment in
Africa. He also urged African coun-
tries to expand and promote green
economic development as global
warming, drought, and climate
change are on the rise.

For his part, Ncube said African
countries need to maximize the
benefits of exporting natural re-
sources through value addition and
tax revenues by expanding digitiza-
tion.

Ncube said the upcoming confer-
ence will discuss debt resolutions,
governance of international finan-
cial institutions, and possible ways
to finance green energy develop-
ment across Africa.

CoM2024 will be held under the
theme “Financing the transition to
inclusive green economies in Af-
rica: imperatives, opportunities and
policy options.”

According to officials, the con-
ference will discuss reform of the
global financial architecture, green
economic development, and mo-
bilizing resources to combat the
effects of climate change in Affica,
among other issues.

Dr Florence Mtey (L), Principal of Dar es Salaam-based National College of Tourism, briefs Natural Resources and
Tourism minister Angellah Kairuki (3rd-L) in the city yesterday on operations at the institution.

Firm makes sustainable textiles out of pineapple waste

NAIROBI

AS the fashion industry world-
wide increasingly embraces more
eco-friendly material, an innovative
project in Kenya is turning leftover
pineapple leaves into footwear.

“In the past we would burn or
throw away or replant pineapple
suckers,” said pineapple farmer
James Kinuthia.

“Later on we met with this com-
pany called Pine Kazi. We sell one
sucker to them at 15 Kenya shillings
each (USD $0.092).

Not only does it bring in extra rev-
enue for the farmer, but it also cre-
ates jobs as people sort the leaves
and extract the fibre, which is then
dried, spun, and woven to make the
textiles.

Pineapple fibre has long been
used, but is labour intensive to pro-
duce and has until recently lost out
in the era of cheap cotton and syn-
thetics. However, the idea is gain-
ing global attention as the fashion
industry and consumers focus in-
creasingly on sustainability.

“Annually about 766 million
tonnes of post-harvest pineapple
leaves are usually produced and
they are burnt or chemically de-
composed,” said Pine Kazi’s CEO
and co-founder, Olivia Awuor.

“So, by collecting this waste,
for every 1,000 tonnes of waste
we collect, we reduce carbon and
methane emissions by 0.28 metric
tonnes,” she said.

Betterman Simidi, founder of
public sanitation advocacy organi-

sation ‘Clean Up Kenya’, said the
country had a fixation with “fast
fashion” and that sustainable fab-
rics could form part of the solution.

Kenya imports thousands of
tonnes of second hand polyester
clothing each year as it is cheap and
readily available.

Activists say this clothing ends up
in landfills and water bodies, heav-
ily affecting the ecosystem.

“When we see innovations where
they are using sustainable mate-
rials, like for example pineapple
waste, to make fibres that can be
used to make clothing. These inno-
vations are important and we need
to encourage them,” said Simidi.

As a social business venture, Pine
Kazi also sources labour from local
communities.

UNICEF condemns bomb explosion at refugee camp in DRC

KINSHASA

THE United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) is alarmed by a
bomb explosion in a camp for dis-
placed people in the Eastern Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),
it said in a statement yesterday.

“It is unthinkable that families
fleeing violence were killed and in-
jured in a place that was supposed
to offer safety,” said Grant Leaity,
UNICEF representative in the DRC.

“We call on all parties to the con-
flict to protect the lives of innocent
civilians, especially children. We
urge the government to hold perpe-
trators to account and strengthen
protections for children and their
families,” said Leaity.

The explosion occurred late Mon-
day in the Zaina camp for displaced
people on the outskirts of Sake in
North Kivu Province, causing sev-

eral deaths and injuries.

Fighting in Eastern DRC has in-
tensified in recent months, causing
massive population movements
and increasing humanitarian needs.

The number of new displaced
people in North Kivu in January
2024 was higher than that in Janu-
ary 2023, which was the previous
peak.

According to the statement, there
are now 1.1 million displaced people
in the province.

A group of rebels bombed a dis-
placement camp in eastern Congo’s
North Kivu province killing three
civilians and injuring eight oth-
ers, a local civil society group said
Tuesday, as violence in the conflict-
hit region sparked protests and a
humanitarian group warned that
thousands are facing limited access
to aid.

Arebel group with alleged links to

neighbouring Rwanda, bombed the
Zaina camp on Monday, which is 16
miles from the city of Goma, civil
society leader Wete Mwami Yenga,
said. The bombing followed days of
attacks not far away from the city.

The M23 rebels did not claim re-
sponsibility for the attack but ap-
peared to confirm Tuesday that
they were heading to the town of
Sake which is near Goma. Congo’s
government and United Nations
experts have said the M23 group re-
ceives military support from Rwan-
da, although the country denies it.

“The M23 is coming to liberate
them and protect them from those
heavy artillery,” the group’s spokes-
person Lawrence Kanyuka said in a
statement, referring to their ongo-
ing fighting with Congolese security
forces.

Agencies

Applicants are invited to apply for the existing position mentioned above.

Position title:

Location: Williamson Diamonds Limited, Mwadui, Shinyanga
Grade: D2
Report: WDL Plant Maintenance Engineer

Summary: Williamson Diamond Limited (WDL) is Tanzania's only large-scale diamond producer. The mine is an
open pit operation based upon the 146 hectares Mwadui kimberlite pipe, which is one of the world's largest
economic kimberlites. For over 80 years, Williamson Diamond Limited has lived side by side and co-existed
peacefully with the communities around Mwadui, while implementing a wide range of development programs,
focusing on promoting the lives and livelihoods of the communities surrounding Mwadui Mine Site.

Role Description: Responsible for safety at work place and supervision of design, planning, installation,
maintenance and repair, monitoring, reviewing, and reporting of mechanical equipment in the mining treatment
plant.

Tasks and Responsibilities:-

Minimum Requirements for all applicants:-

Other required Skills and Competencies:-

Mode of Application

Candidates meeting the requisite qualifications should submit their applications describing how they qualify for
the positions. They should also send detailed CV, copies of certificates, three referees, daytime telephone
numbers and e-mail addresses before 29t February 2024 at 16hrs00. Via the following address:

Williamson Diamonds Limited supports the Mineral policy (2009) of Tanzania and is committed to ensure adequate
development of local technical capacity to service the mining industry; and to employ local experts available and
develop succession plans for Tanzanians to take over expatriate positions. Pre-screening, profile testing, on mine
assessments, medical and security clearances form part of the minimum requirement and selection process.
Short listed candidates will be required to attend a panel interview. Employment of the successful candidate is
subject to passing on mine induction and the aforementioned criteria.

If you do not hear from us after 30% March, 2024 please consider yourself unsuccessful. Williamson Diamonds
Limited is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please note that Petra Diamonds does not at any time require any form of payment for recruitment purposes. If
you are approached in this regard, you should report the incident immediately via one of the following hotlines:
Phone Call: +255 28 276 3872 +255 767 744 617; Email: wdlhelpdesk@petradiamonds.co.tz.
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Mechanical Engineer in ihing Treatment Plant- 03 Positions

Advertisement

Mechanical Engineer in Mining Treatment Plant

Supervise standard mechanical design, maintenance and repairs of various mechanical equipment to ensure
equipment keep reliability, availability and capability as and when required to operate, which includes heavy
duty machinery for processing plant as belt conveyors, crushers, scrubbers, mills, pumps, vibrating screens,
other machinery, and workshop tools.

Perform duties safely, quickly, efficiently and resolution to prevent/ minimise plant mechanical machinery and
equipment downtime.

Safety first- perform safe risk assessment and ensure on everyone, everywhere and every time at workplace.
Plan and establish timetable to do major and minor on mechanical design, maintenance and repairs of
mechanical systems, lubrication systems and hydraulic systems, other mechanical equipment and accessories
as per OEM schedule or maintenance plans

Maintain an accurate record on assigned work.

Perform routine and preventive maintenance including oil change & lubes and tune-ups.

Perform adhoc but frequent inspections as part of the preventative maintenance program.

Perform identify equipment problems before repairs and test after repairs are completed to ensure safe and
proper operation.

Perform tests on specific parts and systems to ensure safe and proper operation.

Analyse mechanical equipment and accessories system failures to determine root causes and resolve
problems.

Examine critical parts and systems using a standard checklist.

Order parts and supplies as needed in a timely manner and ensure to keep accurate inventory records.
Remove, overhaul, repair and/or replace major and minor malfunctioning mechanical systems and parts such as
transmission drive system, lubrication system, and other mechanical parts.

Visit job sites to inspect equipment.

Perform other related duties as assigned.

Qualified Mechanical engineer NTA level 7 to 8.

Registered ERB Engineering.

At least b years’ experience carrying out design, construction, maintenance and repairs of heavy duty
mechanical machinery for processing plant- planning, coordinating, prioritising, ordering material, inventory of
assets, execution and innovation/ modifications.

Must have knowledge on a wide range of processing plant mechanical machinery and equipment; belt
conveyors, crusher, apron feeders, scrubbers, sizing screens, pumps, mills, other machinery, and equipment.
Must have knowledge on management of mechanical designs, assets, construction, maintenance, and
contractors.

Must have knowledge to use any maintenance planning systems and AutoCAD software.

Ability to maintain most of the plant mechanical equipment and tools specific to the job including belt
conveyors, crusher, apron feeders, scrubbers, sizing screens, pumps, mills, and other equipment and
structures.

Technical mathematics skills.

Be able to work independently without or with minimal supervision, be self-driven, reliable analytic and problem
solver, and proactive.

Carry out designs, maintenance and repairs to the highest standard within the required standards.

Good work relationship, a team player.

Must have traceable references.

Computer skills proficient.

Excellent verbal and written communication in English/ Swahili.

Possession of a valid driving license.

Honest and reliable.

Human Resources Manager,
Williamson Diamonds Ltd,
P.0.Box 23,
Mwadui-Shinyanga.

Or drop the same through the following email, joseph.mokoro@petradiamonds.co.tz
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Reviewing companies legislation
goes beyond easing investments

THE Business Registrations and
Licensing Agency (BRELA) appears
fully convinced on the need to re-
view the Companies Act (2002),
primarily with a view to repealing
some sections so as to create a more
conducive environment for invest-
ment.

This is a matter of immense con-
sequence - and merits plenty of re-
flection among economic and vari-
ous other observers.

The wish to make a series of
amendments to the legislation was
expressed recently by top BRELA of-
ficials at an orientation seminar for
members of Parliamentary Indus-
tries, Trade, Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries Standing Committee.
It was part of a review of the agen-
cy’sactivities for the past year and
what more needs to be done.

The way the wish to repeal
specific provisions was raised
was clear but not sufficiently de-
tailed in the overall view that the
review of the law is part of re-
forms meant to improve the envi-
ronment for doing business.

While that is perfectly under-
standable, there are a series of
prerogatives which are set out not
just in investment or company
laws but even in the constitution.
All in one way or another impede
the conduct of business, from set-
ting foot to expanding, etc.

Just how much of this ought to
be changed to improve the busi-
ness climate is guesswork. For
one thing, what appears to be a
unified question is indeed vast in
awhole series of variables.

For instance, there is a world
of difference between the doing
business environment and the
more coveted investment envi-
ronment.

Thus, when BRELA says that its
leadership told the parliamentary
committee of its wish to review the
law by removing sections hindering
investment so that businesses grow,
there is a mixture of the two aspects.

Doing business environment is
the condition in which a business
can stay afloat except for its own
faults, while an investment environ-
ment is really a situation where it
can set foot, convinced that it will
prosper.

Put differently, it is hard to see
how the legislators will possibly
make awinning case for overhauling
an investment law in order to facili-
tate doing business as such, which is
what the suggestion amounts to.

There appears to be worries as
to how far businesses are free to
expand after they have been regis-
tered and started operating, which
amounts to complaints of registered
businesses on how they are operat-
ing by saying that there are onerous
restrictions to expansion.

After what we have witnessed
since 2021 in relation to taxation
culture in particular, as well as
speeding up regulatory issues for
goods, investments, tax appeals,
etc., itis hard to expect broad con-
sensus on how much more the
legislation needs a retouching.

Looking at the investment legis-
lation as it is at the moment, and
then in relation to BRELA and the
sort of regulatory environment
affecting business expansion, the
road could be rocky for agency.

A merger that makes economic
sense seeks approval from regu-
lators, who listen to competi-
tors but without belittling public
pleas, expectations and feelings.

What was also noticeable was
that the sort of worries that ap-
peared to bring about the BRELA
top management’s remarks were
somewhat absent from the key
points made by the parliamen-
tary committee’s members.

The committee’s chairman said
that the MPs were satisfied with
the agency’s performance, arguing
that it was vital for legislators to have
an understanding of the institution
since the government has made ma-
jor reforms there.

What does Treasury’s release of only
12 pct of road estimates really mean?

MANY people will have heard -
or heard of - the recent parliamen-
tary observation that the Tanzania
Rural and Urban Road Agency
(TARURA) had received just 12 per
cent of the total approved budget
for fiscal 2023/2024 as of Decem-
ber 31,2023.

Quite a few of them will have
understandably found it hard to
believe what this was all about, in-
stead being tempted to believe that
there was a mistake somewhere.

In their view, it could have been
either in the disbursement (as
many MPs tended to believe in
their contributions) or in the allo-
cation itself, that it was overly pro-
active or generous as to taking up
most of what was needed in road
projects. Delivering was, of course,
a different matter.

What was rather interesting, and
it tended to confirm the point, is
that MPs appeared to be more wor-
ried not about economic activities
in various affected areas but rather
a decline in the level of support for
some political circles owing to that
situation.

The chairman of the Parliamen-
tary Local Government Affairs
Standing Committee said that MPs
were worried about disgruntled
voters facing difficulties, that it
would have obvious impact in later
this year’s civic polls.

In that case, an imperative was
being affirmed in the debate on
the committee’s report that the
government should, as a matter of
urgency, issue funds for rehabilita-
tion of rural roads heavily damaged
by floodwaters induced by recent
downpours.

It was hard to explain - and un-

derstand - why the Treasury was
disbursing funds at a snail's pace,
with reports saying that MPs were
visibly irritated when contributing
to debate on the TArura funding
issue.

It was as if the sluggish pace of
disbursing funds allocated for pro-
ject implementation was by and
large deliberate. While just 12 per
cent of the funds had been dis-
bursed, project implementation
stood at 38.84 per cent, a sure sur-
prise.

Ordinarily, it would appear that
road costs were being overstated or
overestimated, a feature that would
have to do with authorities submit-
ting those estimates and also indi-
cate the lack of a standard format
of costs.

One such wasteful sphere is
“feasibility studies”, which is often
applied across the board instead of
quantitative works outlays. Being
able to do three times the work of
disbursed funds means the recipi-
ents cut waste considerably, and
details were scanty as to how it
came about.

Thus there are problems and
remedies all along the ‘value chain’
of estimating costs of road projects,
factual disbursements and use of
the money. Where it is clear that
estimates are overstated, disburse-
ment is slow, and project realisa-
tion is rather uplifting.

With nearly 40 per cent of pro-
jected road works done with less
than 15 per cent of funds demand-
ed, all sides have done well.

Yet there is something the coun-
try is missing with this rather con-
tentious project costing and district
level accounting format.
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A culture of ethical Al research can counter
angerous algorithms designed to deceive

By Tshilidzi Marwala

ARTIFICIAL intelligence (Al) is fac-
ing an exciting challenge: the art of
deception. As Al systems get more
complex, their capacity to manipulate
information while concealing their
true objectives creates a new problem,
blurring the distinction between ma-
chines and Machiavellian strategists.

Deception, in its most basic form,
delivers false information to gain an
advantage. In the field of Al, this might
appear in various ways. Consider an
Al trading bot that intentionally in-
jects noise into market data to disguise
its trading patterns.

Consider a self-driving automobile
that deliberately swerves to avoid
exposing its optimal route to a com-
petitor. In both cases, the Al uses
intentional deception to achieve its
objectives. Such deception could pro-
vide new opportunities for strategic
manoeuvring in competitive contexts.

In 2007, Evan Hurwitz and 1 ob-
served an Al bot named Aiden de-
ceiving while playing a game of poker
without being primed to mislead and
conceal. Our work delves into the intri-
cate mechanics of how Al can learn on
its own to deceive, a concept formerly
reserved for the human intellect. This
pushed the traditional limits of AI’s ca-
pabilities beyond logical computation,
including human-like unpredictability
and strategic ambiguity.

Our work not only advanced Al by
pushing the boundaries of what Al
can accomplish, but also prompted
a thorough rethinking of the legal,
ethical and practical aspects of Al
systems capable of such complex be-
haviour as deception.

The ethical consequences of Al de-
ceptions are extensive. Can we sup-
port deliberate lying, even in strate-
gic contexts? Who is responsible for
an Al bluffer’s actions? And how can
we prevent such systems from abus-
ing human trust and manipulating
societal institutions for their own
benefit?

One classic example is a person
named Taku who appears in a village
visibly carrying a gun and asking
Thandi the whereabouts of Thuso,
who he wants to punish severely.
Should Thandi tell Taku where Thu-
sois, or does she lie and use the time
while Taku pursues the lie to inform
the police? In this context, decep-
tion is justifiable from a utilitarian
perspective because Taku may harm
or kill Thuso without the lie. Is there a
context in which algorithms could be
designed to deceive, and what are the
ethics of this? Where do we draw a line
between a good lie and a bad lie, and
what are the ethics of a good lie?

Countering damaging

deception

It is essential to emphasise the
importance of responsible Al de-
velopment and deployment with
deceptive capabilities.

One way of dealing with this is-
sue is advocating for openness and
explainability as potential protec-
tions, ensuring that Al systems can
explain their thinking and reasons.
This can create trust while mitigat-
ing the risks associated with ambig-
uous intelligence.

However, the dominant form of
Al deep learning, must still be suffi-
ciently advanced to be explainable.
However, the technological limita-
tion of accuracy vs explainability
tradeoff, where the more accurate
the Al system, the less transparent
it is, complicates this matter.

The findings by Hurwitz and
myself have far-reaching ramifica-
tions beyond games and markets.
In an increasingly Al-driven society,
knowing the potential for algorith-
mic deception is critical in many
industries.

From cybersecurity and autono-
mous vehicles to political cam-
paigns and social media networks,
understanding the subtle signs of Al
bluffing will be essential in negotiat-
ing the intricacies of a just human-
machine interaction.

Beyond outright deception, Al
can demonstrate strategic ambigui-
ty. By leaving their behaviours open
to interpretation, Al systems can
create confusion and ambiguity,
keeping their opponents guessing.

A chatbot, for example, may gen-
erate technically correct but pur-
posefully ambiguous responses,
leading humans astray. Similarly, an
Al tasked with cybersecurity may
deliberately leave vulnerabilities
unpatched, producing a false sense
of security while discreetly gather-
ing intelligence.

Fortunately, Al has enormous
potential as a weapon against its
deceiving capability. One way is to
examine data patterns for anomaly
detection. Anomaly detection, a

technique often used to find pat-
terns that deviate from expected
behaviour, provides a promising
way to detect bluffing instances
involving unusual or deceitful con-
duct.

In situations ranging from online
gaming to essential business dis-
cussions, computers with anomaly
detection algorithms can examine
behavioural patterns, decision-
making processes and communi-
cation styles, highlighting discrep-
ancies or peculiarities that may
suggest bluffing.

For example, an anomaly detec-
tion system could examine online
poker betting patterns and playing
styles to find variations that indi-
cate a player is bluffing.

Similarly, slight linguistic altera-
tions or systematic deviations from
standard engagement patterns in
corporate or diplomatic discus-
sions could be interpreted as po-
tential bluffs. Consider an Al trad-
ing agent suddenly departing from
its regular risk profile, raising the
alarm for possible market manipu-
lation.

Understanding behaviours

Behavioural analysis is another
helpful tool. Al systems, like peo-
ple, can present signals when lying.
Monitoring changes in data-gather-
ing patterns, response timings, or
internal decision-making process-
es can reveal departures from ex-
pected behaviour, implying inten-
tional dishonesty. This application
improves the ability to maintain
fairness and integrity in various
settings and provides new path-
ways for analysing and interpreting
human behaviour using Al-driven
analytics.

However, combatting Al decep-
tion will take more work. As Al
systems get more advanced, their
deception strategies will evolve
accordingly. This implies a never-
ending arms race in which humans
constantly improve detection algo-
rithms to stay up with deceitful Al's

ever-changing strategy.

Beyond the technical hurdles,
ethical concerns are significant.
Who can be trusted with the power
of Al deceit detection? Who deter-
mines the parameters for detecting
suspicious behaviour, and how do
we prevent producing false posi-
tives that hinder actual Al innova-
tion?

These questions necessitate thor-
ough research and deliberate policy
formulation to guarantee that this
tool is used responsibly. The strug-
gle against Al deception is not an
existential conflict with computers,
but rather a demand for responsi-
ble Al development. We must build
Al with openness, accountability,
and human oversight as its founda-
tion.

By providing Al with deception-
detection mechanisms and cultivat-
ing a culture of ethical Al research,
we may shape a future in which ro-
bots empower rather than manipu-
late, and the arms race of deceit
gives way to an era of collaborative
intelligence for the benefit of all.

One such option is transparency.
If we can create Al systems that be-
have strategically and explain their
rationale, we can reduce the risks of
deception and ambiguity. By expos-
ing AI’s rational processes, we can
hold it accountable for its acts and
build trust between humans and
machines.

However, perfect transparency
may only sometimes be preferable.
In some circumstances, revealing
an AT’s genuine objectives may jeop-
ardise its effectiveness. Striking a
balance between strategic ambigu-
ity and responsibility will be critical
for navigating the ethical minefield
of Al deception.

Finally, the rise of Al deceptions
demands a new era of critical think-
ing. We must understand these in-
telligent machines’ activities with
scepticism and alertness rather
than taking them at face value. Un-
derstanding the potential for decep-
tion and ambiguity in Al allows us
to better prepare for the complex
ethical dilemmas that lie ahead.

The distinction between an inno-
vative strategy and a manipulative
scheme is usually narrow. As we
enter the age of Al let us create a fu-
ture in which intelligence is driven
by values of openness, accountabil-
ity, and, ultimately, human well-be-
ing, and carefully navigate the op-
portunities and risks of designing
Al with the ability to deceive.

Professor Tshilidzi Marwala is
the seventh Rector of the United
Nations (UN) University and UN
Under Secretary-General.
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Creativity should not undermine
teaching and learning procedures

NY serious hu-
man undertak-
ing such asteach-
ing is subject to
some rules and regulations
so that the intended objec-
tives are realized. Human
beings are rational beings
who are capable of obey-
ing orders with the aim of
avoiding conflicts and pro-
moting social progress.

When teachers adhere
to the established proce-
dures in the teaching and
learning process success in
the field is made more pos-
sible. The fact that some
procedures came into ex-
istence as a result of pro-
found research and deep
discussions, make it worthy
following procedures in ex-
ecution of duties in a field
such as education.

There are some ideas
which seem very good
when considered quickly
but after sometime people
reject them. Human be-
ings are sometimes driven
by emotions and can make
some conclusions which
cannot last longer as they
are seen lacking some
strength after careful ex-
amination.

becomes necessary to have
general guidelines govern-
ing the education sector so
that what is aimed to ben-
efit learners is of accepted
quality.

Since the society is dy-
namic it is not possible
for the guidelines to be
fixed for years. There may
emerge a need to make
some changes. Responsible
authorities must lead the
exercise of changing some
procedures when the aim
is absolutely improving the
teaching and learning pro-
cess by embracing creativ-
ity or another way of think-
ing.

Any individual with some
views has to send them
to responsible authority
which will decide what is
worthy considering and
what is not. The accepted
views become part of the
rules and regulations and
the new creativity devel-
oped over time benefit the
entire teachers as it be-
comes universal.

Even the preparation of
the current primary school
curriculum involved views
of different individuals.
This means the new curric-

of many educational stake-
holders.

The aim of any teacher
is producing good results.
But it should not be for-
gotten that terms and con-
ditions are important to
ensure order and peaceful
atmosphere in schools.

Teacher’s’ creativity
should be in a way that it
can be examined and hence
interpreted to establish an
understanding which is not
against the common rules
and regulations. It should
be possible for a teacher
to explain reasons for their
practices and what are the
expected results.

Teaching and learning
process is subject to ad-
ministration. There are
many levels in the educa-
tion sector which demand

By

are no procedures it will
be a challenge in providing
information to relevant au-
thorities.

Therefore it becomes
a must for procedures to
be followed in the teach-
ing and learning process
for the business to be con-
ducted properly. Proce-
dures should be followed
because they are beneficial
in the following considera-
tions.

One of the benefits of
having procedures is uni-
formity in performance of
work. When there are pro-
cedures, both teachers and
learners do their duties in
line with those procedures.

The teaching and learn-
ing process becomes of or-
der when every teacher has
to obey certain guidelines.

CLASSROOM MATTERS

Thomas Lyimo

‘- lyimo.thomas@yahoo.com

dissemination of the same
contents with the same
mannerism and hence as-
surance that all learners
will attain the targeted ob-
jectives in education.

The atmosphere in the
teaching and learning pro-
cess becomes peaceful
when everyone receives
knowledge of the same
quality.

Another benefit of having
procedures in the teaching
and learning process is en-
hancing simple supervi-
sion and evaluation. For
supervision and evaluation
to take place there must be
guidelines.

To know whether some-
thing has been done or
not there must be a point
of reference. Any profes-
sion must be guided by

be effective. It cannot be al-
lowed for everyone to do as
they wish.

What is done should be
in line with expected re-
sults and set guidelines.
Embracing procedures
enables smooth operation
of work and helps to avoid
unnecessary chaos and
frictions that may happen
at a place of work.

However, procedures
in the teaching and learn-
ing process enable control
of individuals’ interests.
Every individual has their
interests and if all of them
are allowed to have a place
in the teaching and learn-
ing process things cannot
move on smoothly.

The presence of proce-
dures facilitates develop-
ment of a common agenda
which everyone is obliged
to perform. This situation
enables a sense of order
and moving in the same di-
rection.

Controlling individuals’
interests towards a com-
mon consensus helps in
creating a more civilized
society. The learning insti-
tutions are small societies
or communities and they

tion of a civilized society.
Learners go to work in the
society after their studies.
Therefore their behavior at
school predicts their lives
in the society.

Again, procedures make
teachers and learners con-
fident in the teaching and
learning process. When
someone who is willing
to follow procedures has
done so they become con-
fident.

Confidence increases ef-
ficiency in the performance
of work. People should not
be in dilemma on what to
do to avoid unnecessary
stress in the place of work
and hence increasing pro-
ductivity.

The teaching profession
is formal and sensitive ca-
reer which attracts the
attention of nearly every-
body in the country. This
makes it necessary to have
some control to make sure
that the accepted and ex-
pected standards and ob-
jectives are realized.

Creativity is allowed but
within limits. Any freedom
is subject to some rules and
regulations to maintain an
order. Teaching is conform-

To avoid such mistakes it

ulum embodies creativity

some information. If there

This practice

enhances

some procedures for it to

should enable the crea-

ing to procedures.

By Guardian Correspondent

IN a remarkable display of
diplomatic finesse, President
Samia Suluhu Hassan’s recent
meeting with His Holiness
Pope Francis stands as a piv-
otal moment in Tanzania’s his-
tory.

Lasting a mere twenty-
five minutes, this encounter
transcended mere protocol,
signalling a profound com-
mitment to peace, unity, and
bilateral cooperation between
Tanzania and the Vatican.

Although it is customary
for the pope to receive world
leaders, his audience with
President Samia was deemed
historic, reflecting a conver-
gence of ideals between lead-
ers from vastly different back-
grounds.

Their discussions, marked
by cordiality and respect, un-
derscored a shared vision for
promoting understanding
across different religions and
advancing the common good.

What sets this meeting apart
is President Samia’s inclusive
approach, exemplified by the
presence of key leaders from
Tanzania’s Catholic commu-
nity in her official delegation.

Among those accompany-
ing her were Prof Deogratias
Rutarora, National Chairper-
son of the Lay Apostolate,
Dalmas Gregory, Chairperson
of the Lay Apostolate Associa-
tion - Zanzibar, Evaline Malisa
Ntenga, Chairperson of Catho-
lic Women Association in Tan-
zania and President of African
Catholic Women, Leonard
Ibrahim Mapolu, Chairperson
of Tanzania Catholic Youth
Workers  Association; and
Theresia Paskasi Seda, Chair-
person of Papal Holy Child-
hood Association, Archdio-
cese of Dar es Salaam.

Their participation not only
symbolizes the importance of
interfaith dialogue but also
reaffirms Tanzania’s commit-
ment to fostering collabora-
tion between religious institu-
tions and the state.

Beyond symbolic gestures,
this encounter holds tangible
significance for the country’s
diplomacy. It solidifies bilater-
al relations with the Holy See,
opening doors for enhanced
cooperation in crucial areas
such as education, healthcare,
and peace initiatives.

The historical ties between
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Tanzania's
President
Samia Suluhu
Hassan meets
Pope Francis
in the Vatican
on February
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Pope Francis certainly historic
moment in Tanzania’s diplomacy

Tanzania and the Vatican, dat-
ing back to the establishment
of an embassy in Dar es Salaam
in 1968, have paved way for en-
during partnerships cantered
on shared values and mutual
interests.

Under President Samia’s lead-
ership, Tanzania has prioritized
access to quality education and
healthcare, aligning with the
Catholic Church’s mission to
serve the people. Initiatives
like fee-free education and in-
creased healthcare allocations
reflect a commitment to human
development and societal well-
being.

As Tanzanians and citizens
around the world reflect on
this milestone, it is evident that
President Samia’s visit to the
Vatican represents more than
just a diplomatic engagement—
it is a testament to Tanzania’s
commitment to global peace
and collaboration.

By embracing diversity of
religion in the country, promo-
tion of dialogue across politi-
cal spheres, Tanzania is on the
path for a future built on un-
derstanding, cooperation, and
shared prosperity.

President Samia’s historic
visit to the Vatican continues a

tradition of diplomatic engage-
ment between Tanzania and
the Holy See, as established by
all her predecessors with an
exception of the Late President
John Pombe Magufuli, who died
in the office in 2021.

In 2012, President Jakaya
Mrisho Kikwete embarked on
a visit to the Vatican, where he
held talks with Pope Benedict
on several issues of mutual in-
terests between the Vatican and
Tanzania including regional
peace.

Similarly, in 2005, President
Benjamin William Mkapa en-
gaged in discussions with Pope

During President
Ali Hassan
Mwinyi’s tenure
of office, in

1989 Tanzania
welcomed His
Holiness Pope
John Paul ll, on
a significant visit
that traversed
four different
regions of the
country.

Benedict during his visit to
the Vatican.

During President Ali Hassan
Mwinyi’s tenure of office, in
1989 Tanzania welcomed His
Holiness Pope John Paul II,
on a significant visit that tra-
versed four different regions
of the country.

The Pope’s itinerary in-
cluded stops in Dar es Salaam,
Songea, Tabora, Mwanza, and
Kilimanjaro (Moshi). This his-
toric visit not only showcased
Tanzania’s hospitality but also
underscored the country’s im-
portance on the global stage
and its commitment to pro-
moting diversity of religion
in the country, fostering dia-
logue and cooperation with
religious leaders.

The Pope’s presence in mul-
tiple regions symbolized a
gesture of inclusivity, reach-
ing out to diverse communi-
ties across Tanzania and em-
phasizing the universality of
his message of peace, solidar-
ity, and compassion.

The memorable event left a
lasting impact on Tanzanians
and further strengthened the
longstanding ties between
Tanzania and the Catholic
Church, the Vatican, and the
Holy See.

Tracing back Tanzania’s
diplomatic history with the
Vatican, in 1979, President
Julius Kambarage Nyerere
made a significant visit to the
Vatican, accompanied by the
Late Sheikh Thabit Kombo, a
former secretary-general of
the Afro-Shirazi Party of Zan-
zibar.

During the historic encoun-
ter, Sheikh Kombo was hon-
oured with a medal by Pope
John Paul II, recognizing his
noteworthy contributions to
the leadership of a unified
Tanzania.

These successive visits un-
derscore Tanzania’s endur-
ing commitment to fostering
diplomatic relations with the
Holy See and reaffirm the
importance of dialogue and
cooperation between the two
entities.

President Samia’s recent
audience with Pope Fran-
cis builds upon this legacy,
strengthening the bonds be-
tween Tanzania and the Vati-
can as well as paving way for
continued collaboration in
areas of mutual interest and
benefit.
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Traditional healers in rural Philippines
keep their ‘forest pharmacy standmg

By Keith Fabro

N the heart of Siquijor prov-
ince in the southern Phil-
ippines lays the secluded
mountain village of Canta-
bon. Amid the verdant trees, the
healing hut, or balay pahi-uli, of
shamans Noel and Juanita Tor-
remocha stands as a serene sanc-
tuary, offering solace to patients
seeking traditional folk remedies.

Siquijor is famed for its thriv-
ing traditional healing practices
that draw a diverse crowd, includ-
ing international visitors, seek-
ing remedies for a wide array of
health concerns ranging from
simple sprains to severe ailments
like cancer. The Torremochas are
part of a community of 300 ma-
nanambal, or healers, who have
kept this heritage alive for gen-
erations.

On a sunny morning in Decem-
ber 2023, the couple attend to an
elderly woman who’s come from a
nearby island province complain-
ing of arm pain. The woman re-
moves her shoes at the hut’s lanai,
where a rack of amulets and po-
tions are on display. Juanita, 64,
gently guides her into the treat-
ment room, enclosed by walls of
woven bamboo strips.

Inside, Noel, 54, has the patient
sit on a wooden stool. An altar
adorned with miniature statues of
prominent Catholic figures stands
behind him, attesting to the Phil-
ippines’ standing as the largest
Catholic country in Asia.

As he listens to the woman re-
count the origins of her ailment,
Noel’s right hand rests atop a
wooden table laden with large
bottles filled to the brim with con-
coctions of oil and extracts of me-
dicinal plants.

Next, Noel starts the tuob ritual,
a form of fumigation believed to
dispel sickness and fend off bad
spells. He puts a small pot filled
with ashes and oil under a stool
and lights it.

Juanita then drapes the patient
woman in a soft yellow blanket,
trapping the warmth within. As
the smoke billows, it enveloped
the patient. Then Noel uncovers
her and rubs a healing mixture
into her right palm, kneading the
sore limb as he intones a prayer.

The Torremochas and other
mananambals in Siquijor are
more than just bearers of ancient
healing traditions and supernatu-
ral beliefs. Unknown to many,
they’re also guardians of the for-
ests, which they consider sources

Aniceta
Ponce, the
leader of
Siquijor’s
traditional
healer asso-
ciation, bot-
tles a natural
medicinal
blend in her

home’s lanai.

Photo: Keith
Anthony
Fabro.
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of healing and the dwelling
places of spirits, both benevo-
lent and malevolent.

Most of the healers live near

Mount Bandilaan National
Park, a 271-hectare (670-acre)
protected  forest  reserve.

Bandilaan is Siquijor’s highest
peak, at 557 meters (1,827 feet).
Its forests are home to 188 iden-
tified plant species, of which
19 are considered threatened,
according to a 2019 floristic
assessment by experts from
Bohol Island State University
and the University of the Phil-
ippines Los Bafnos.

A 2021 study found the park
is also home to seven amphib-
ian species, 12 bird species
and eight bat species, some of
which are endemic and endan-
gered in the Philippines.

Through both traditional
practices and a government
reforestation initiative, efforts
to protect the park from defor-
estation and degradation con-
tribute to combating climate
change and preserving the is-
land’s rich biodiversity.

‘Destined to heal’

Juanita grew up assisting
her father, Pedro Tumapon, a
legendary healer in Siquijor.
When her father died in 2007,
she says, she initially hesitated
to take up his legacy. But she
felt compelled by her con-
science, she says. “Your destiny
to heal others was imprinted
on your palm from a young
age,” Juanita said, sitting on a
wooden bench on the lanai of
their balay pahi-uli.

Local beliefs warn that ignor-
ing the call to heal brings mis-
fortune. “If you don’t accept it,
you may face adverse conse-
quences,” Juanita says. “After
my father’s death, I was con-
stantly ill, suffering from back
and head pain. However, once
I began the healing journey, I
stopped falling sick, thanks to
God’s mercy.”

The Torremochas’ house is
rarely without visitors. The
couple start their day with a
prayer as soon as dawn breaks,
knowing they might have
guests at any moment. Patients
from nearby towns and prov-
inces sometimes arrive so early
that the couple are still asleep.

“We do not ask for money
from people who seek our
healing abilities,” Noel tells his
patient, who looks relieved.

d
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“We are content with whatever
donations we receive, wheth-
er monetary or in kind.” For
them, Noel says, their gift of
healing is not a commodity to
be traded, but a blessing to be
shared freely, especially to the
poor who lack the means to ac-
cess Western medicine.

Sustainable practices

Of the pair, Noel has a deeper
knowledge of Bandilaan’s me-
dicinal resources. When his fa-
ther-in-law was still alive, Noel
accompanied him to collect
these plants during the Holy
Week, which is also the time of
Siquijor’s annual healing festi-
val.

From 2014 to 2019, experts
from Siquijor State College, Ne-
gros Oriental State University,
the University of the Philip-
pines Manila, and the Philip-
pines’ Department of Science
and Technology documented
the Indigenous local healing
practices and ethno pharmaco-
logical knowledge of the com-
munities in Siquijor. The study
identified up to 218 plant spe-
cies used by folk healers. These
plants, primarily from six fami-
lies, are mostly found on Mt.
Bandilaan.

Noel says he learned to rec-
ognize such plants by their
appearance, smell and taste,
and to use them wisely and re-
spectfully. For seven consecu-
tive Fridays ending on Good
Friday, he leads a group of herb
gatherers who set out early in
the morning and venture deep
into Bandilaan. “The journey
is tough,” he says. “You have to
ascend further, you will face all
kinds of animals, like bees that
sting.”

They follow pangalap (gath-
ering) methods that are sus-
tainable, only pruning trees
and herbs to promote growth
and enable their yearly har-
vest. “We leave especially the
mature ones unharmed. If we
were to extract them complete-
ly, right up to their roots, they
will die,” Noel says.

“The forest is a pharmacy, a
laboratory and a library of infi-
nite wisdom, that’s why it’s im-
portant to us,” Junel Tomaroy,
another renowned folk healer,
stated. “When it comes to col-
lecting herbs, that’s where you
can see the respect. The heal-
ers have a limit because in a
year we only collect for seven

'//’

days. When we come back next
year, the branch we cut has
sprouted and become three or
two.”

Folk healers say the opti-
mal time to gather natural
cures from medicinal plants
and trees is from morning un-
til noon, when they say these
plants have the highest po-
tency. They honor the late af-
ternoon and night time hours
as the time when they say the
spirits wander back to the for-
est. “They come out at night,
they can see us, but we can’t
see them,” Noel says.

“We ask for permission be-
fore we gather herbs there,
or we request it through
dreams, which shows respect,”
Tomaroy says. “You can feel it
if you are really sensitive. They
will push you away when you
go there if they don’t like you.”
Those who persist without con-
sent might get lost or wounded
in the forest, fall sick, or even

die, he adds.
“Our research showed that
Siquijor’s ‘mysticism’ is not

due to witchcraft or voodoo,
but the people’s vast wealth of
health knowledge and practic-
es,” Josel Mansueto, a professor
at Siquijor State College who
led the 2014-2019 project, said.

The Philippine government’s
National Greening Program
contracted the Cantabon Heal-
ers Association to plant me-
dicinal plants and trees across
80 hectares (nearly 200 acres)
of forest on Mt. Bandilaan be-
tween 2011 and 2013.

With an 80 percent survival
rate, this initiative ensures that
these forest resources will con-
tinue to grow for generations,
performing their vital sociocul-
tural, ecological and economic
functions, according to Siqui-
jor’s Provincial Environment
and Natural Resources Office
(PENRO).

“We encourage local healers
to plant these medicinal trees
and plants in their respective
backyards by partnering with
us, so that we can preserve
them within the timberland
areas,” said Paul Tomogsoc, a
senior environmental manage-
ment specialist at PENRO.

The reforestation efforts are
aligned with the provincial
government’s goal of further
increasing the island’s forested
area, which currently stands at
1,179 hectares (2,914 acres).

We conserve
them because
it gives us
protection
when thereis
astormoran
earthquake.
What if there
are no trees
left? There
would be no
safeguard
for our
watershed.
We would be
defenseless
against
severe heat.

Forest conservation

Siquijor’s tree cover shrank by
just 1.7 percemnt, or 238 hectares
(588 acres) from 2001 to 2022,
compared to 7.6 percent for the
whole of the Philippines, Global
Forest Watch data show. A 2012
study from Siquijor State College
suggests that folk healing tradi-
tions and spiritual beliefs may
contribute to the conservation of
the island’s forests, particularly
those surrounding a river consid-
ered sacred.

“We found that the people have
beliefs on the existence of the
spirits in the area, and that the
river should be shared with them,
too,” says Mansueto, who also led
that study.

“Given this, people practice re-
sponsible utilization of the forest
and the river so as not to anger
the spirits. Therefore, when they
get plants and herbs to be used
for healing, they do not exploit
the resources. They make sure
they only get what they need.”

Tomogsoc also points to PEN-
RO’s ongoing active involvement
in the campaign against illegal
logging, which includes law en-
forcement and an information
drive. This has helped instill a
sense of stewardship among resi-
dents, motivating them to protect
and conserve their forests, he
says.

He says forest conservation
is vital for Siquijor, a small is-
land measuring 34,350 hectares
(84,880 acres) and vulnerable to
climate crisis-driven typhoons —
the main threat to the province’s
forests. “This is essential for fight-
ing climate change; we cannot
survive without the forest,” To-
mogsoc says.

With an increase in tourism,
PENRO is collaborating with the
local government to determine
the island’s carrying capacity —
the most tourists it can accommo-
date at a time without harming its
ecology, culture and economy.

The healers’ association agrees
with the government and sup-
ports its various initiatives, from
reforestation to reporting viola-
tors. “The forest is our source of
wellness and livelihood,” says
Aniceta Ponce, president of Siqui-
jor’s traditional healers’ associa-
tion. “All the herbs we need are
there in the forest, so we preserve
it, we do not ruin it. That is why
you do not see us chopping the
trees here in Siquijor.

“We conserve them because it
gives us protection when there is
a storm or an earthquake. What
if there are no trees left? There
would be no safeguard for our wa-
tershed. We would be defenseless
against severe heat,” she adds.

An elderly female patient un-
dergoes Siquijor’s renowned tuob
ritual, a form of fumigation be-
lieved to dispel illness and ward
off negative spells.

Fading away

But the local healing traditions
are gradually fading away due to
the growth of tourism and inter-
cultural exchange, the death of
old healers, and the emergence
of technology and Western health
care facilities, Mansueto’s team
notes in its study.

Mansueto is currently working
on books that aim to educate lo-
cals, especially students, about
the health knowledge and prac-
tices of the Siquijor mananam-
bals, and how these relate to pre-
serving forest resources.

“Through these learning mate-
rials, they will be able to continue
their health knowledge and be
proud of their culture, while also
being empowered to protect the
environment and natural resourc-
es,” she says. “They will know that
everything they need to maintain
their health and wellness is main-
ly from Mother Nature.”

As for healers like Noel, they
allow their children and younger
relatives to witness their practic-
es: “But the decision to follow the
call and carry on our cherished
tradition for future generations is
ultimately theirs.”
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Polar bears face
starvation threat
with ice melting

By Matt McGrath

SOME polar bears face starva-
tion as the Arctic sea ice melts
because they are unable to adapt
their diets to living on land, scien-
tists have found.

The iconic Arctic species nor-
mally feed on ringed seals that
they catch on ice floes offshore.

But as the ice disappears in a
warming world, many bears are
spending greater amounts of time
on shore, eating bird’s eggs, ber-
ries and grass.

However the animals rapidly
lose weight on land, increasing
the risk of death.

The polar bear has become
the poster child for the grow-
ing threat of climate change in
the Arctic, but the reality of the
impact on this species is compli-
cated.

While the number of bears
plummeted up to the 1980s this
was mainly due to unsustainable
hunting.

With greater legal protection,
polar bear numbers have risen.
But increasing global tempera-
tures are now seen as their big-
gest threat.

That’s because the frozen Arctic
seas are key to their survival.

The animals use the sea ice as
a platform to hunt ringed seals,
which have high concentrations
of fat, mostly in late spring and
early summer.

But during the warmer months
many parts of the Arctic are now
increasingly ice-free.

In Western Manitoba where this
study was carried out, the ice-free
period has increased by three
weeks between 1979 and 2015.

To understand how the animals
survive as the ice disappears, re-
searchers followed the activities
of 20 polar bears during the sum-
mer months over a three-year pe-
riod.

As well as taking blood sam-
ples, and weighing the bears, the
animals were fitted with GPS-
equipped video camera collars.

This allowed the scientists to
record the animals movements,
their activities and what they ate.

In the ice-free summer months,
the bears adopted different strat-
egies to survive, with some essen-
tially resting and conserving their
energy.

The majority tried to forage for
vegetation or berries or swam to

see if they could find food.

Both approaches failed, with 19
of the 20 bears in the study losing
body mass, by up to 11% in some
cases.

“Regardless of which strategy
they were trying to use, there was
no real benefit to either approach
as far as being able to prolong the
period that they could survive on
land,” according to lead author
Dr Anthony Pagano, from the US
Geological Survey in Alaska.

“Polar bears are not grizzly
bears wearing white coats,” said
co-author Charles Robbins from
the Washington State University
Bear Center.

“They’re very, very different.”

Two of the three bears that
took to the water found carcasses
of dead animals but spent only a
short time eating, as they were
too tired from their exertions.

“One sub-adult female found
a dead beluga whale, she took a
couple of bites from it, but she
mostly used it as a buoy to rest
on,” Dr Pagano told BBC News.

“It really suggests to us that that
these bears can’t eat and swim at
the same time.”

An intriguing finding in the
study was that one bear gained
32kg in weight.

The researchers believe that
this bear, who had spent much
of his time resting and conserv-
ing his strength, was fortunate to
stumble across an animal carcass.

While previous research has
outlined the challenges that cli-
mate poses over the decades to
come, this new work raises im-
portant questions about the spe-
cies’ ability to adapt.

However other researchers say
the impacts of climate change on
polar bears would differ, depend-
ing on location.

“It is likely polar bears will dis-
appear from areas where sea ice
will be lost in future, but difficult
to say just when and where,” said
Jon Aars from the Norwegian Po-
lar Institute who was not involved
in the study.

“Some areas will have good
conditions for bears also many
decades from now.”

“The area of this study is one
where conditions may be very
difficult for bears within a short
time, if sea ice continues to disap-
pear as predicted.”

The study has been published
in Nature Communications.

Polar bear in the waterimage source, USGS/WASHINGTON STATE UNI-
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Electric three-wheelers or ecotaxis help alleviate transportation problems in the municipality of Boyeros, one of the 15 that make up

the Cuban capital

Cubans are waiting for

By Luis Brizuela, Havana

ORGE Sarmientos said

he made a good invest-

ment when he bought an

electric motorcycle to get

nd and avoid the anxiety

suffered by the users of Cuba’s

deficient public transportation

system or the high prices of pri-
vate alternatives.

“It was expensive, but I gained
independence,” Sarmientos, a
Havana-based accountant, told
IPS. “Transportation has never
been good here. When there
is no shortage of buses, there
are shortages of spare parts or
fuel. Prices should be lowered
or there should be facilities for
more people to acquire electric
vehicles.”

Official data indicate that half
a million electric motorcycles
are on the roads in this Carib-
bean island nation of 11 million
inhabitants, a form of transpor-
tation that helps people and
families get around.

Over the last decade, the
use of electric vehicles has in-
creased in Cuba, based on cus-
toms authorizations for their
importation.

More recently, the domestic
industry has begun to assem-
ble different models, including
electric bicycles and three-
wheelers, using parts imported
largely from China.

But the fact that they are
mainly sold in foreign currency
is a hurdle to expanding sales.
The cheapest models in state-
owned stores exceed 1,000
dollars, while others go for as
much as 6,000 dollars.

In Cuba, the average monthly
salary is equivalent to about 35
dollars according to the official
exchange rate, or about 16 dol-
lars in the informal market.

According to reports, almost
40 hybrid buses (alternating
diesel and electricity) have
been added to Havana’s dete-
riorated fleet of public buses in
recent years, a technology that
saves 25 to 30 percent of fuel
and is less polluting.

But the severe internal eco-
nomic crisis and the shortage of
foreign currency are hindering
actions to increase the number
of 100 percent electric vehicles
in order to gradually decarbon-
ize public transportation.

Some companies and insti-
tutions have acquired electric
cars, which bring reductions in
maintenance costs.

Local solutions

In the case of Havana, from
2019 to 2023 the Neomovili-
dad project was implemented,
which among its objectives
aimed to strengthen the regula-
tory framework for an efficient
transition to a low-emission ur-
ban transportation system.

In addition to prioritizing
variables such as a gender ap-
proach and the inclusion of dif-
ferent age groups, the project
provided a pilot public bicycle
rental station, run by a local
development project led by
young people.

It also created three routes
of three-wheeled electric eco-
taxis driven mainly by women
in outlying neighborhoods of
Boyeros, one of the 15 munici-
palities that make up Havana.

The three-wheelers are light,
motorized vehicles with a ca-
pacity for six passengers in the
back, similar to the autorick-
shaws or tuktuks that are com-
mon in Asia. Here they are also
called motocarros or mototax-
is.

“I think they are a great op-
tion for getting around quickly
over short distances, and at
affordable prices,” retiree Glo-
ria Almaguer, a resident of the
Fontanar neighborhood in Boy-
eros, told IPS. “The bad thing
is that there are not enough to
cover demand, they can carry
only a few people, and there
are certain times of day when
they ‘vanish’.”

The Neomovilidad project
was executed by Havana’s Gen-
eral Directorate of Transpor-
tation, implemented by the
United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) office in Cuba
and financed by the Global En-
vironment Facility (GEF).

Other fleets of ecotaxis pro-
vide service in the capital’s mu-
nicipalities of Old Havana, Cen-
tral Havana, Guanabacoa, Playa
and Plaza de la Revolucion, also
with UNDP support. These are
all initiatives that contribute
to the national commitment to
mitigate climate change.

With routes ranging from two
to four kilometers and low pric-
es, a little more than a hundred
of these vehicles help provide a
solution for sustainable micro-
mobility in urban areas.

In other Cuban cities, similar
three wheelers with internal
combustion engines are in ser-
vice. One challenge is that the
vast majority of ecotaxis and

a major boost to low
emissions transport

electric vehicles depend on
the national electric grid to re-
charge their batteries. The eco-
taxis recharge during the night
at their terminals in the park-
ing lots of public entities, and
privately owned vehicles do so
at their owners” homes.

This is because so far there
is no infrastructure that would
allow electric vehicles to be re-
charged in a network of service
stations. Around 95 percent of
Cuba’s electricity generation
relies on fossil fuels.

The government considers
it a matter of national security
to transform the energy mix,
and aims for more than 30 per-
cent of electricity to come from
clean energies by 2030, a goal
that will be difficult to achieve
due to the need for a high level
of investment.

New fuel prices

A majority of the Cuban pop-
ulation depends on the public
transportation system, based
mainly on buses and other fos-
sil fuel-consuming vehicles.

In Havana, home to 2.1 mil-
lion inhabitants, “less than 300
buses are working, a city that in
the 1980s had 2,500 buses and
only four years ago had 600,”
said Transport Minister Eduar-
do Rodriguez Davila during a
television appearance in Octo-
ber 2023.

The greatest impact falls on
those with the lowest purchas-
ing power, since buses are the
most affordable means of trans-
portation.

The panorama is similar in
Cuba’s other 14 provinces. Al-
ternative transport in urban,
suburban and rural settlements
includes modified trucks, tradi-
tional horse-drawn carriages
and bicycle cabs which carry
one or two passengers and are
pedaled by the driver.

In Havana, estimates place
the total number of passengers
who use private transport at
around 25 percent, generally
in old U.S.-made cars, the so-
called “almendrones” - private
cabs with fixed routes - which
run on gasoline or diesel and
are not affordable for everyone.

Together with the deterio-
ration of the vehicle fleet, the
chronic shortage of spare parts,
lubricants and other supplies,
and the migration of drivers to
sectors with greater economic
benefits, the fuel shortage has
been one of the main causes of

the irregular public transporta-
tion service, which has been ac-
centuated in the last five years.

“You can spend an hour wait-
ing, or more. A lot of times I'm
late for class, even though I
get up very early. I can’t afford
a private car every day. It’s in-
creasingly difficult to get any-
where,” stressed architecture
student Yenia Hernandez in an
interview with IPS, as she wait-
ed at a bus stop with dozens of
other people in the Central Ha-
vana municipality.

Energy crises have become
more recurrent since 2019, in
parallel with the decline of the
domestic economic situation
and the lack of foreign curren-
cy.

According to the authori-
ties, this situation has multiple
causes, from breach of contract
by suppliers to U.S. government
sanctions that hinder access to
credit and services from inter-
national banks.

In 2021 Cuba imported
126,000 tons of gasoline, in
2022 some 192,000 tons, and
in 2023 around 203,000 tons.
Despite the increase, the figure
remains below the demand of
about 360,000 tons, Energy
and Mines Minister Vicente de
la O Levy said in a televised
statement on Jan. 8.

On the other hand, this island
nation needs 1.8 billion dollars
to cover its annual diesel needs.

“In 2023, 609,000 tons of
diesel could be imported, for
about 600 million dollars (one
third),” added the Energy and
Mines Minister.

As of Feb. 1, an increase in the
price of gasoline and diesel was
planned, in order to bring the
selling price in Cuban pesos in
line with the official rate of the
dollar, regulate sales and sell
a portion only through dollar-
backed cards, in order to guar-
antee resupply with the foreign
currency, according to the gov-
ernment.

But the measure was post-
poned until further notice due
to a “cybersecurity incident”
caused by “a virus from abroad”
that affected the system of fuel
sales, which is being investigat-
ed, official information said.

The strategy to eliminate
subsidies projects, as of Mar. 1,
an increase in interprovincial
transportation fares, with hikes
of almost three times the cost
of bus fares and six to seven
times the cost of train tickets.
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Lowassa: A hardworking and determined

leader re

By Daniel Mshana

URING the past few
days public attention
in Tanzania has been
glued to the media fol-
lowing the untimely death of the
former Prime Minister and Mem-
ber of Parliament (Monduli con-
stituency), Honourable Edward
Ngoyai Lowassa, who died in Dar
es Salaam on 10th February, this
year at the age of 70. Majority of
people are extremely saddened
as he was well known and popular.

We knew each other and be-
came friends during the 1970’s
when he was pursuing his second-
ary education at Arusha Town Sec-
ondary school while I was not far
away at IIboru Secondary School.

Although as teenagers we at-
tended the afternoon “boogie”
dances held at Metropole and Elite
cinema halls in the city centre of
Arusha, we also met frequently in
other events such as wedding and
graduation ceremonies.

What I can sum up is that Edo
was very friendly, ever smiling and
intelligent person who never har-
boured quarrelsome and provoca-
tive habits which many youths are
connected to.

One of his impressive speeches
when he was still an MP was his
emphasis that something is wrong
in our nation because wherever
he went he found the people are
complaining about this and that
predicament, and their leaders in-
stead of finding solutions to those
problems, they were also com-
plaining. As a result the society
had accumulated numerous out-
rageous complaints which are not
solved because no one was taking
remedial measures.

Honourable Lowassa was also
concerned with establishment of
good and active civil society or-
ganisations. When I was a reporter
at the Tanzania Standard Newspa-
pers we met in one of the meetjngs
organised by civil society leaders
where he urged them to pursue
good governance, proper utiliza-
tion of various resources and fight
corruption which was rampant in
many institutions.

He stressed in building civil so-
cieties whose leaders are devoted
to caring and understanding the
needs of its stakeholders, who are
able to focus ahead their vision

and mission, and who can vividly
elucidate to the followers about
the problems facing the organi-
sation and strategies in solving
them.

It should also be noted that
Lowassa was behind the estab-
lishment of SONGAS Limited, a
company which was created to
develop the natural gas discov-
ered around Songo Songo island
in Lindi region.

The project discovered way back
in 1974 had to be developed and
processed so that the natural gas
could be transported in a pipeline
to Dar es Salaam where it will be
fuelled in gas turbines at Ubungo.

Honourable Lowassa worked
hand in hand with Energy Minis-
try and later saw the construction
of underground pipeline from
Somanga up to Ubungo power
station where initially 112 MW of
electricity were generated.

When he was eventually pro-
moted to various ministerial posi-
tions, Lowassa was firmly commit-
ted to solve critical challenges the
people faced.

For instance, his old colleagues
who served in the Ministry of
Lands and Housing when he was

When he was
eventually
promoted

to various
ministerial
positions,
Lowassa was
firmly committed
to solve critical
challenges the
people faced.

the Minister allude that apart
from having close association with
ordinary staff members, he spent
much of his time going around the
regions settling numerous land
disputes.

During his visit to Usa River
township in Arusha , the Ilate
Lowassa urged localleaders to
educate the communities in ru-
ral areas to use improved stone
made firewood stoves which have
proved to be more conducive for
people in those areas , thus ena-
bling them to reduce great de-
pendence on firewood obtained
from cutting down trees and for-
ests.

The late Lowassa assisted im-
mensely former Presidents Benja-
min Mkapa and Jakaya Mrisho Kik-
wete to set conducive investment
climate in our country as more
investors were lured by attractive
national laws, peace, stability as
well as good and friendly policies.

Poverty is a complex and a multi
dimensional problem in Tanzania.
About 40 to 50 percent of the po-
lulation is living in abject poverty,
out of which, 30 percent is un-
able to access all the basic needs
such as food, water and appropri-

Former Prime Minister and Mem-
ber of Parliament for Monduli con-
stituency, the late Edward Ngoyai
Lowassa.

ate shelter. Honourable Lowassa
worked closely with government
officials to formulate the Tanzania
Development Vision 2025 which
included the National Poverty
Eradication Strategy (NPES).
Some of the specific goals in
NPES are economic growth, en-

ady to solve pertinent problems

hancement of people’s incomes,
increasing the education rate, im-
provement of health facilities, re-
ducing unmployment and so on..

We recall how the late Lowassa
solved numerous environmen-
tal challenges in some districts;
urged for construction of division-
al secondary schools ( Sekondari
za Kata) and expanded irrigation
schemes near Lake Victoria.

I can also vividly recall when i
went to visit my old school mate,
the former Executive Director of
the Tanzania Investment Centre
(TIC) Emmanuel ole Naiko in his
office in Dar es Salaam, I met Ed-
ward Lowassa. Apparently Mr ole
Naiko died in March 2022 . He was
the TIC CEO between 2005 and
2011.

Honourable Lowassa explained
that his government was very
much interested to grab more stra-
tegic investment opportunities
and earn more foreign currency
as well as creating thousands of
direct and indirect jobs jn diverse
areas. This highly impressed me.

The late ole Naiko worked dili-
gently to transform TIC into a
world-class promoter and facilita-
tor of private investment. That is
why ole Naiko was elected jn 2008
to be the Vice President of the
World Association of Investment
Promotion Agencies( WAIPA).

About a year ago, Mzee wa Upa-
ko Anthony Lusekelo visited Lo-
wassa at his home in Masaki, Dar
es Salaam.

He later told his congregation
at Ubungo Riverside church that
all the accusations about Lowassa
that he is a “fisadi” ( corrupt per-
son) and that is why he resigned
following the Richmond scandal,
all that was falsified. He said Lo-
wassa accepted to resign to let the
parliamentary democracy pre-
vail. He insisted that Lowassa was
a good leader who avoided all
sorts of confrontations and logger-
heads..

I greatly admire Regina, the wife
of Edo, as all along she stood firm-
ly behind her husband throughout
his political career. Let us pray
that the Almighty God may give
her and the family perseverance
during this difficult time.

Daniel Mshana is a Media,
Public Relations & Investment
Consultant.

Mobile: 0784 257046

Cost of living:
Nigerians turn
to ‘throw-away’
rice for food

By Mansur Abubakar

AS the rising cost of living con-
tinues to bite, many in northern
Nigeria are turning to rice grains
that millers normally reject after
processing or sell to farmers to
feed their fish.

These are referred to in the
Hausa language, widely spoken
in the north, as afafata, which
means “battling” because they
are literally a battle to cook and
eat as the grains are so hard.

“A few years ago, people didn’t
care about this type of rice, and
we usually threw it away along
with the rice hulls, but times
have changed,” Isah Hamisu, a
rice mill worker in the northern
city of Kano, said.

Despite the grains being bro-
ken, dirty and tough, afafata’s
cheaper price has made it more
attractive for humans and helped
poorer families to be able to af-
ford to eat one of the staple foods
in the country.

Fish farm owner Fatima Ab-
dullahi said her fish love it but

because people are now eating
afafata, its price has risen.

Prices in Nigeria are increasing
at their fastest rate for nearly 30
years. On top of global pressures,
President Bola Tinubu’s cancella-
tion of the fuel subsidy plus the
devaluation of the currency, the
naira, have added to inflation.

A standard 50kg (110lb) bag
of rice, which could help feed a
household of between eight and
10 for about a month, now costs
77,000 naira ($53; £41). This is an
increase of more than 70 percent
since the middle of last year and
exceeds the monthly income of a
majority of Nigerians.

In the face of this many are
struggling to cope and in some
states there have been cost-of-
living protests.

Earlier this month in Niger
state, central Nigeria, protesters
blocked roads and held placards
saying that they were being suf-
focated by the rising prices.

A few days later there was a
similar demonstration in Kano in
the north-west. In the aftermath,

Governor Alhaji Abba Kabir Yu-
suf admitted there was starva-
tion in his state and said a solu-
tion must be found.

Hajiya Rabi Isah, based in Kano
state, said that if it were not for
this type of rice her children
would go hungry as she cannot
afford the normal kind.

“Normal rice is 4,000 naira
($2.70) per bowl which is be-
yond my means, I can only af-
ford afafata which is 2,500 naira
($1.69) now,” she said. One bowl
of rice from the market can feed
an average family in Kano for a
day.

“Without afafata, feeding my

T*-

Saminu Uba, who works in
Kano’s Medile market, said the
afafata side of his business is
booming.

“Most people can no longer af-
ford normal rice and they come
for this which is cheaper even
though it tastes less good,” he
told the BBC

One of his customers, Hashimu
Dahiru, admits people are having
to find ways of adapting.

“The cost of goods is alarming
- in just two months the price of
everything has doubled,” he said.

“Our wives spend hours remov-

ing stones and dirt from the rice
before cooking and even then it
ends up tasting not nice, but we
have to eat to survive.”

The presidency has said it is
doing all it can about the situa-
tion, including the distribution of
more than 100 tonnes of grains
such as rice, millet and maize in
the hope that it would cushion
the effects of inflation and help
lower the market price.

But the president’s aide Bayo
Onanuga upset many recently
when he said that Nigeria still
had one of the lowest costs of liv-
ing in Africa.

The increasing price of rice is

not a new problem though.

President Tinubu’s prede-
cessor, Muhammadu Buhari,
banned the importation of rice
to encourage more Nigerian
farmers to grow the crop, but lo-
cal producers have been unable
to meet the demand.

Before then Nigerian markets
were filled with rice from Thai-
land at an affordable price for
many.

Tinubu has lifted import re-
strictions, but now the shortage
of foreign currency and the fall-
ing value of the naira has made
bringing in rice trickier.
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By Correspondent James Lan-
ka, Moshi

S-BASED Julie Zolfo has

donated some humani-

tarian supports to the

needy children at the
Moshi Kids Centre before she em-
barked on a 6-day Mount Kiliman-
jaro climb with ZARA Tours, aiming
at promoting the country’s tourism
sector.

Zolfo, a world traveler and Ama-
zon bestselling author, has joined
the Goodwill Ambassador for tour-
ism in the US, Macon Dunnagan in
his 51st special Mount Kilimanjaro
Climb to its highest peak through
Rongai route from 12 to 17 February
this year.

Her unique approach to personal
development and empowerment,
which combines her 30 years of
extensive work in corporate talent
development with transformation-
al disciplines and human potential
expertise, sets her apart in the trav-
el transformational and personal
growth industry.

Through her incorporation of life
coaching, emotional intelligence,
astrology, forest bathing, and ad-
venture travel, Julie offers a com-
prehensive and holistic approach
to assisting women over 40 to bold-
ly step out of their comfort zones.

This approach not only empow-
ers her clients but also guides them
to surpass self-imposed limitations,
enabling them to lead a life that’s
not only fulfilling but also expan-
sive and enriching.

Julie’s overarching mission and
life’s work is to ignite the spark that
encourages people to view each
day as an ongoing adventure. She
emphasizes that even the seeming-
ly ordinary experiences can hold
tremendous value, rivaling the
significance of traditional travel.
This shift in perspective has the po-

Scotiabank’s global banking
and markets chief to depart

Ottawa

CANADA lender Bank of Nova Scotia
said on Wednesday its chief of global
banking and markets, Jake Lawrence,
is leaving to take on a role at financial
services firm Power Corporation of

Canada.

A two-decade veteran of the bank,
Lawrence helped expand Scotiabank’s
banking and markets business in the
United States. He will be a strategic
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US-based Julie Zolfo (left), poses for a photo with the coordinator of the Moshi Kids Centre, Razack Razack, earlier this week at the centre

before she started her six-day Mount Kilimanjaro climb.

US-based astrologer
climbs Mt Kilimanjaro

tential to enhance various aspects
of life, including careers, relation-
ships, spirituality, and personal and
emotional well-being.

Basing herself in the picturesque
mountain town of Bend, Oregon,

Lead ff

adviser to the bank until he leaves on \

March 15, Scotiabank said.

Lawrence’s departure adds to a shake-
up that the Canadian lender started
under CEO Scott Thomson last year.
The bank has also been grappling with

industry-wide fears of a surge in bad
loans as elevated interest rates increase
chances of defaults by borrowers.

Stock market today: Stocks
bounce back after CPI blow

New York

US stock futures rose on Wednesday,
looking to find a footing after hotter-
than-expected inflation data drove a
selloff and dashed hopes for interest-

rate cuts before the summer.

Dow Jones Industrial Average (“DJI)
futures added 0.2 percent, signaling
a bounce back for the blue-chip in-
dex from a 500-point drop and its
worst day since March 2022. Futures on
the S&P 500 ("GSPC) put on roughly 0.4
percent, while those on the tech-heavy
Nasdaqg 100 ("NDX) jumped 0.5 percent
— also on the heels of sharp declines.

Calm is settling in after the surprise
consumer inflation print spooked the
market. Investors are coming to grips
with the prospect of the Federal Reserve
holding fire on rate cuts until later in the
year — and a potential “no landing” for

the US economy.

Shares in Microsoft (MSFT) and Apple
(AAPL) were recovering somewhat in

Jake Lawrence, the outgoing

and Markets, Scotiabank

premarket after the rate-sensitive tech
megacaps sank in the stock rout. Mean-
while, the 10-year Treasury yield ("TNX)
pulled back slightly from the previous
day’s jump to trade around 4.29 percent.

Comments by Fed officials Austan
Goolsbee and Michael Barr in their ap-
pearances later in the day could provide
more grist for the ever-present debate

on rate timing,.

the big hitters on the list.

Investors were gripped by the wild
fallout from a typo in Lyft’s (LYFT) fi-
nancial update late Tuesday. Shares in
the ride-hailing company initially rock-
eted 67 percent, but the rally lost steam an
after Lyft corrected an error in its state-
ment that boosted its profit outlook.
The stock remained up a more modest

20 percent in premarket trading.

Co-Group Head, Global Banking

A new wave of earnings reports also
could deliver some impetus, with Cisco
(CSCO), Kraft Heinz (KHC), and Warren
Buffett-linked Occidental (OXY) among

Agencies

aligns perfectly with Julie’s philoso-
phy of embracing the outdoors and
exploring nature. Her physical en-
vironment serves as a supportive
backdrop for her private coaching,
group seminars, and upcoming

travel adventures.

Speaking at the Moshi Kids Centre
after her donations to needy chil-
dren, Julie Zolfo explained; “This
Christmas my family decided in-
stead of presents that we would

LY
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each pick a charity that we would
donate to. My charity was a Moshi
kids center here in Tanzania. I be-
lieve as a traveler it’s important to
give back to the places that we
travel either financially or through

This is how
the Bank

of England
spends £20m
to keep its
historical

building intact
Page 15

making small contributions that
make a huge impact.”

She further added that, apart
from climbing Mount Kilimanjaro
for the first time this year, she will
also have a special expedition next
year to commemorate Interna-
tional Women’s Day as well as to
promote Mount Kilimanjaro base
climb for those who cannot make it
to the top.

“This is an exclusive women’s
only adventure in celebration of
International Women’s Day. Join a
tribe of extraordinary women as
we hike Kilimanjaro, explore the
wild and untamed beauty of Tan-
zania, and weave together con-
nections that will stand the test of
time. Beyond being a mere trip, this
is a sisterhood scaling new heights
together.”  Zolfo wrote in one of
her social media.

For his part, the Coordinator
of the Moshi Kds Centre, Razack
Razack explained that, thanked
Julie Zolfo for her donation, adding
that, they started extending help
to needy children, the underprivi-
leged and the marginalized to sup-
port and inspire their eagerness to
study and work for a better future.

“This moment intensified when
we found that there were many
such underprivileged children who
needed help with food, shelter,
clothing and education.” Her fur-
ther explained adding that,

“Alongside learning, they get the
opportunity of attaining other sup-
port services that can possibly be
rendered whilst we keep creating
a safer world for as many children
as possible through education and
we now run shelter homes, schools
and a reasonable mess that helps
such needy young people. We also
have our helpline offices spread
throughout the country so one can
approach us anytime they need
help.”

By Guardian Reporter

WHILIST agri-food sec-
tor holds significant un-
tapped potential to de-
liver jobs and livelihoods
for the youth population,
lack of access to friendly
loans and finance ser-
vices, is seen a one of the

bottlenecks  preventing
\ them to explore the said
- ventures.

Speaking yesterday at
an event gracing the re-
port in Kampala, Uganda,
Rhoda Tumusiime, Ma-
labo Montpellier panel
Member said youth fi-
nancial inclusion is a
complex and interwoven
challenge, and that lack of
access to finance is one of
many challenges prevent-
ing their participation in
agri-food system.

Tumusiime noted on
the report highlights of
how 11 million young peo-
ple join the African labour
market each year, yet only
3.7 million jobs are being
created.

“The report highlights
that innovative strategies
to attract and support
Africa’s youth to succeed
with the right skills, tech-
nology, and policy envi-
ronment, would boost the
pace of employment crea-
tion to meet the growing
labor demands in the dec-
ades ahead,” she said.

According to her, ag-
rifood systems provide
important channel
for solving the unem-
ployment and under-
employment challenges
facing African youth and
strengthening them will
reduce poverty and bol-

Daniel Msirikale/USAID Tanzania
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One of beneficiaries of the USAID-funded Advancing Youth project meant
to empower youth in accessing funds to start or improve businesses. Photo:

Lack of finance restricts youth from
tapping potential in agrifood

LE. .

system

launched the digital skills
acceleration program and
the digital transformation
program, which aim to
increase access and us-
age of ICT by vulnerable
groups, including small-
scale farmers.

In Zambia, the govern-
ment set up the skills
development levy to
mobilize resources that
can be invested in youth
empowerment, notably
in strengthening the in-
frastructure of technical
and vocational training
institutions.

The report also looks
at policy interventions in
Zimbabwe, highlighting
the innovation hubs in
higher education institu-
tions that provide techni-
cal and research-based
solutions for skills en-
hancement in the coun-
try’s labor force.

For her part, Dr Doro-

ster food security on the
continent.

“With the right innova-
tive policies, African gov-
ernments can stimulate
new employment and
entrepreneurial  oppor-
tunities for young people
along agribusiness value
chains, while equipping
and incentivizing youths
to join the sector, the au-
thors found.

They added: “The re-
port recommends policies
to help create these op-
portunities, including tar-
geted education, training,
enterprise creation and
growth support, and tech-
nology infrastructure.”

The report which has
reviewed policies that
create youth opportuni-
ties within the agri-food
sector, cited successful
and emerging interven-
tions being implemented
across the continent to
empower youth and fa-

cilitate a thriving envi-
ronment for their leader-
ship and engagement in
sustainable food systems
transformation.

It identifies opportuni-
ties to unlock decent jobs
and livelihoods along the
agri-food value chain,
from crop breeding and
research and develop-
ment to harvesting, pro-
cessing, and trade.

The authors make a
critical recommendation
for African governments
to diversify education
and training programs
to develop and upgrade
skills that facilitate entre-
preneurship and employ-
ment for young Africans
in agriculture and agri-
business.

In Ghana, for instance,
initiatives such as the
‘Youth Employment Agen-
cy Bill' and the ‘National
Youth Policy’ were cited
as examples of efforts to

upskill and support youth
to enter the agri-food sec-
tor.

As part of its plan to
industrialize agriculture,
increase food security
and employment oppor-
tunities, and lower pov-
erty rates, the country
launched the youth in ag-
riculture program (YIAP),
which deployed youth-fo-
cused initiatives to change
the negative perception
of farmers as uneducated,
unskilled laborers with
low economic returns.

The authors found that
youth-focused institutions
and programs in Uganda,
are providing young peo-
ple with marketable skills
in agri-food processing
and product develop-
ment, ICT, agricultural
mechanization, and entre-
preneurship.

To further support
digital transformation,
the Uganda government

thy Okello, Dean, School
of Engineering, Makerere
University said: “Attract-
ing youth to the agrifood
sector and enabling them
to play an active role in
shaping African food sys-
tems must go hand-in-
hand with leveraging the
potential of new technol-
ogies for the industry.”

Dr Okello, who doubles
as Malabo Montpellier
Panel Member further
said “Harnessing the en-
trepreneurial spirit of
Africa’s youth alongside
developments such as Al
and emerging technolo-
gies while investing in
transferable skills train-
ing in areas such as com-
puter programming and
embedded systems, data
science, and business
studies, will maximize the
potential of young people
to advance Africa’s agri-
food and economic trans-
formation.”
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Different ways banks can protect their consumers-ii

LAST week, I argued that the
Financial Consumer Protec-
tion (FCP) Regulations 2019
promotes transparency and
financial consumer protec-
tion in the banking industry.

n addition, the FCP Reg-

ulations 2019 is there to

promote and advance

the economic welfare
of consumers in Tanzania
through a fair, accessible, and
efficient consumer market-
place.

Also, 1 argued that strong
consumer protection is key to
ensuring that expanded access
to financial services benefits
consumers, enabling them to
make well-informed decisions
on how best to use financial
services, building trust in the
formal financial sector, and
contributing to healthy and

competitive financial markets.

Many consumers of banking
services find it difficult to eval-
uate the quality of banking
information provided to them
hence the consumers may be
subjected to opportunistic be-
haviour and excessive prices
by the banks since they pos-
sess considerably more infor-
mation than them.

To combat this informa-
tion failure, and achieve the
purpose and goals of the FCP
Regulations 2019, there must
be a positive collaboration be-
tween the regulator and the
banks in which each side has
to know its responsibility.

For banks, last week I shared
two things that banks should
do to protect consumers and
ensure compliance with the
Financial Consumer Protec-
tion Regulations 2019; com-

mitment to change the exist-
ing culture towards consumer
protection and know the rules
of the regulation all the time
to avoid being subject to fines
and lawsuits.

This week 1 will share two
more things that banks should

do to protect consumers:

Effective Usage of Data to
Collect Information

The best way to understand
your business is through data.
Every bank should be collect-
ing data from every customer
interaction then, aggregat-
ing, and analyzing it in timely
reports that enable manage-
ment to make sound business
decisions.

Through the data, banks can
identify negative trends and
sources of complaints. Hence
banks will be able to find the
root causes of those com-
plaints and solve them.

If a customer complains
about anything, management
should know about it quickly
and resolve the issue or at
least provide the customer
with an update on the issue
within a bank’s acceptable

timeline.

Also, banks need to create
conducive environments for
complaints to be attended to
and resolved quickly.

Develop Efficient Pro-
cesses

Without an efficient central
process, complying with the
FCP Regulations 2019 might
be difficult as each line(unit) of
business within the bank will
naturally interpret FCP Regu-
lations 2019 rules in a way that
makes sense for its unit’ needs.

Normally, regulations di-
rected at a particular line of
business often affect the entire
organization but, in this case,
FCP rules are not directed at
particular business lines as
every unit within a bank can
affect the consumer in one
way or another.

Banks need to ensure that

Financial inclusion: Navigating challenges,

FCP rules are accessible to all
business units thus, the units
can organize themselves to
ensure they comply with the
rules one hundred percent
(100 percent).

I understand that it is not
easy to keep pace with con-
sumer protection rules and
regulations as are being up-
dated regularly, it is clear that
the bank with efficient pro-
cesses in place will have a bet-
ter chance to comply with FCP
Regulations 2019

In conclusion, the FCP Regu-
lations 2019 are good for the
health of the banking indus-
try. The regulation will force
banks to promote consumer
education and empowerment
of employees.

Also, the regulation will
force the banks to ensure all
employees who interact with

consumers display good be-
haviors and deal profession-
ally when providing service
to existing or prospective con-
sumers at all times.

Banks’ employees must be
competent, efficient, and pro-
fessional in discharging their
duties and providing the bank-
ing services they are entrusted
to provide. It is important to
note that banks can’t afford to
comply.

Banks that aren’t on top of
the FCP Regulations 2019 and
don’t make swift business ad-
justments to comply are sub-
jecting themselves to fines,
reputational damage, and po-
tentially expensive litigation.

Written by Kelvin Mk-
wawa, MBA, is a seasoned
banker

Kelvin.e.mkwawa@gmail.
com

Listed crypto firms hitch
a ride with rising bitcoin

building on innovation and hunting as pack

By Godwin Jaha Semunyu

THE landscape of financial in-
clusion in Tanzania is evolving,
with conducive environment,
strategic partnerships and inno-
vative solutions, shaping a more
accessible and inclusive finan-
cial ecosystem.

Recently, I had the privilege of
attending the second Financial
Inclusion symposium organized
by the Tanzania Bankers Associ-
ation, offering insights into the
industry’s best practices and the
path forward.

Personal Narratives:

As 1 delved into discussions on
financial inclusion, memories
surfaced, highlighting the chal-
lenges of school fee payments
during my secondary school
days in Singida. My parents’ fre-
quent relocations for their civil
service roles meant navigating
long bus journeys with cash.

To ensure safety, my mother,
Odilia, devised a clever solu-
tion - she made me wear two
pairs of jeans, one beneath car-
rying the cash and the other on
top for added safety. She would
then hand-sow the inner jeans’
pockets to prevent accidental
loss. To this day, my childhood
friends think I had a thing for
baggy jeans, not realizing it was
a practical solution to cash in
transit. We all have such stories.
Some are best kept in the past.

Also, as a newcomer in the
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mobile money services, threat-
ening the transactional banking
business.

Amidst rumors of job insecuri-
ty, our CEO once shared a mem-
orable perspective: “You must
see MNOs as potential partners,
not adversaries; banking is no

accent. This mindset shift drove
us to go out and explore becom-
ing the primary bankers for
MNOs.

Fast forward over a decade
and a half later, and the Tanza-
nian banking sector is at an all-
time high while mobile money

heights. Imagine combined ef-
forts.

Key figures at the TBA Finan-
cial Inclusion symposium, in-
cluding BOT Governor Emma-
nuel Tutuba and TBA Chairman
Theobald Sabi, who doubles as
NBC Bank MD, highlighted the
pivotal role of technology and
collaboration in advancing the
financial inclusion agenda.

Innovation, Digitization,
and Stakeholders’ Collabora-
tion:

Tanzania’s remarkable growth
in the Wakala network, internet
penetration, and mobile phone
usage is pivotal in expanding ac-
cess to financial services.

The FinScope survey of 2023
reveals positive financial inclu-
sion statistics, indicating a rise
from 65 percent in 2017 to 76
percent, with banking penetra-
tion at 22.2 percent, painting a
brighter future.

However, challenges persist,
including a 9 percent gender
gap and a 19 percent rural-ur-
ban divide, as highlighted in the
report, emphasizing the need
for specialized products and
digitization to address these is-
sues. Yet, the paramount impor-
tance of collaborative efforts
among all stakeholders, hunting
as a pack, must be emphasized.
Inclusive Tanzania is possible.

Godwin Semunyu is the
Head of Corporate Affairs at
NBC Bank (T). These are his
personal views. He can be

Washington

SHARES of US listed cryptocur-
rency companies gained between
7 percent and 13 percent before the
bell on Wednesday, powered by bit-
coin crossing the $1 trillion market
value for the first time in more than
two years amid improving investor
sentiment.

Bitcoin prices have been stead-
ily gaining ground following the U.S.
securities regulator’s approval of the
first spot bitcoin exchange-traded
funds (ETFs) last month.

The launch of ETFs has been touted
as a game-changer for the industry,
already known for its appeal to re-
tail traders, since investors can now
have an exposure to bitcoin without
directly holding the asset.

“We think the best days of bitcoin
are ahead,” Bernstein analyst Gautam
Chhugani said.

“The ETF has added a sense of le-
gitimacy, so far missing in the crypto
sector. We expect many of these new
bitcoin enthusiasts to allocate capi-
tal in the coming days and we think
bitcoin ETFs or bitcoin miners could
benefit.”

Crypto exchange Coinbase’s stock
jumped about 7 percent, while min-
ers Riot Platforms and Bitfarms
gained nearly 8 percent and 11 per-
cent, respectively.

Bitcoin’s market value crossed $1
trillion for the first time since Nov.
2021, according to data platform
CoinMarketCap.com.

Last valued at $1.08 trillion, it is
worth more than twice the market
value of JPMorgan Chase, the biggest
U.S. bank, and was closing in on Meta
Platforms’ $1.17 trillion.

The largest cryptocurrency was
trading up 3.7 percent at $51,300.
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RADIO JUMATATU - JUMAPILI

MONDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS HALI HALISI
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

TUESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

WEDNESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

THURSDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS

21:00-23:00HRS
MALUMBANO YA HOJA

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

FRIDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS
21:00-23:00HRS KIPIMA JOTO

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

lllustration of bitcoin

SATURDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:30-10:00HRS DK 90 DUNIANI
10:00-11:00HRS KADOGOO
11:00-13:00HRS BONGO HITS
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS ZAIDI YA
UMJUAVYO

16:00-18:00HRS ALIYEVUMA
18:00-21:00HRS BUZUKITIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

SUNDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:00-09:00HRS
HABARI NA MATUKIO YA WIKI

09:00-11:00HRS THE SUNDAY
11:00-13:00HRS TOP 20
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CAPITAL
MICHEZONI

16:00-18:00HRS UKURASA WA
MBELE

18:00-21:00HRS JIACHIE
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI
22:00-01:00HRS LADHA LAINI

01:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

Temhelea mitandao ya kijamii ya CAPITAL RADIO @n g CAPITAL RADIO
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A ‘clerical error  Elon Musk wants to take away Tesla’s
incorporation from Delaware to Texas

in Lyft triggered
67 pct stock rise

New York

LYFT Inc. projected adjusted earnings as much
as 11 percent higher than analysts’ estimates, and
reported bookings ahead of expectations.

And then there was the outlook for profitability:
Margins, the ride-hailing provider said in an ini-
tial press release Tuesday, were set to expand this
year by an eye-watering 500 basis points. Shares
surged, jumping 67 percent in after-hours trading.

But the projection was off. Way off.

Less than an hour after issuing the statement,
Lyft Chief Financial Officer Erin Brewer joined a
call with analysts and said the company is actually
expecting margins to expand by 50 basis points —
not 500 — acknowledging, when asked by an ana-
lyst, that the press release was incorrect.

A company spokesperson later attributed the
mistake to a “clerical error,” and the company
eventually corrected its statement and regulatory
filings.

Shares almost immediately gave up gains. By the
time premarket trading opened on Wednesday
morning, its rally had pared to about 20 percent.

It’s a “black-eye moment” for Lyft, said Dan Ives,
an analyst at Wedbush Securities, “a debacle of
epic proportions.” He said by email that he’d “nev-
er seen an error like this in my almost 25 years on
the Street.”

The mistake overshadowed what was otherwise
a solid beat on profit and bookings projections
that signaled a years-long effort to boost ridership
and challenge Uber Technologies Inc. may be pay-
ing off.

In fact, both Lyft and Uber delivered strong
earnings reports this quarter, suggesting contin-
ued growth in overall rider demand since a na-
tionwide plunge during the pandemic. The two
have spent fiercely to recruit and retain enough
drivers to meet the rise in orders.

Lyft Chief Executive Officer David Risher, who
took the helm less than a year ago, has focused
the operations on customer satisfaction and has
emphasized a return to the basics in an effort to
close the gap with Uber. Lyft has spent millions
of dollars to lure drivers but has had a hard time
boosting its rider base.

“Lyft clearly did one thing right - it corrected the
error quickly and decisively,” said Brad Foster, a
partner specializing in securities litigation at cor-
porate law firm Haynes Boone. “The reality is that
people make mistakes, and mistakes are not secu-
rities fraud.”

Gross Bookings

In the fourth quarter, Lyft said gross bookings
jumped 17 percent from a year earlier to $3.72 bil-
lion, ahead of estimates for $3.67 billion. Revenue
was $1.22 billion, up 4% from a year earlier and in
line with projections. And it projected adjusted
earnings of as much as $55 million in the first three
months of the year, topping analysts” estimates of
$49.5 million.

Lyft said the number of active riders on its plat-
form increased 10 percent in the fourth quarter
from a year earlier to 22.4 million. Last year, Lyft
had more than 40 million riders, the highest an-
nual ridership in its history.

“We’ve entered 2024 with a lot of momentum
and a clear focus on operational excellence,” CFO
Brewer said, positioning the company to “drive
meaningful margin expansion and our first full-
year of positive free cash flow.”

But Lyft still lags behind Uber. According to
market research firm YipitData, the company has
held around 30 percent of the US rideshare mar-
ket compared with 70 percent for Uber since the
second quarter of 2022. Last week, Uber reported
its full year of profit as a public company and said
trips rose 24 percent in the quarter to 2.6 billion.

Stabilizing its market share is a critical first step
for Lyft in building investors’ confidence “in the
long-term story,” analysts at Jeffries Capital Man-
agement LLC wrote before the company’s results
were released. Lyft said adjusted earnings before
interest, tax, depreciation and amortization were
$66.6 million in the fourth quarter, beating the
$56 million estimated by analysts. It reported a net
loss of $26.3 million.

Lyft has been making efforts to recruit more
drivers and riders to its platform. One project
that’s gained traction is the Women+ Connect
program, which matches women and non-binary
drivers and riders. Since the initiative’s launch
in September, 67 percent of eligible drivers have
opted in and kept the feature on 99 percent of the
time, Lyft said.

The company launched in-app video ads in the
fourth quarter, and its media revenue in that pe-
riod exceeded the level achieved in all of 2022, it
said, without giving an exact amount.

And, like many areas of the US economy, Lyft
also saw a Taylor Swift bump. High-attendance
stadium events such as concerts by Swift and Be-
yonce, the US Open and football games helped
boost rides by 35 percent, Lyft said.

As part of efforts to retain drivers and promote
pay transparency, Lyft earlier this month said
drivers will earn at least 70 percent of the amount
that riders pay each week, excluding external fees.

Bloomberg

Washington

LON Musk wants to

get away from Dela-

ware as fast as he can.

It will take some con-
vincing to get others in the cor-
porate world to follow.

For roughly the last century,
Delaware has been the domi-
nant place for companies to
file their articles of incorpora-
tion because of its corporate-
friendly laws, specialized busi-
ness courts, and ease of filing
company documents.

The state likes to tout that it is
home to more than two-thirds
of all Fortune 500 companies,
and earns billions each year
from the companies domiciled
there.

Places like Nevada, Texas,
South Dakota, North Carolina,
Washington, and Wyoming that
want some of this same revenue
are trying to chip away at Dela-
ware’s dominance with their
own business-friendly incorpo-
ration strategies.

Those recruiting efforts got
a boost last month from the
world’s richest man, Musk, who
advocated for Nevada and Tex-
as after a federal judge in Dela-
ware invalidated his $56 billion
Tesla pay package.

“Never incorporate your com-
pany in the state of Delaware,”
Musk said on his his social me-
dia platform X, adding that “I
recommend incorporating in
Nevada or Texas if you prefer
shareholders to decide mat-
ters.”

Musk pledged to move Tesla
(TSLA) to Texas from Delaware
if shareholders sign off on the
move. He also filed to move in-
corporation of his private brain
chip startup, Neuralink, from
Delaware to Nevada.

‘Dexit’

He is not the only one. Other
companies have either de-
camped for other states in
recent years, or tried to do
so. One that made the move to
Nevada in 2018 referred to its
exit as a “Dexit.”

It will be a challenge to loosen
Delaware’s grip on where many

Elon Musk wants to take Tesla to Texas. REUTERS/Gonzalo
Fuentes/File Photo (Reuters / Reuters)

companies file their initial pa-
perwork.

The state added 58,000 new
corporations in 2022, the most
recent year for which informa-
tion was available from Dela-
ware. That was down 6% from
2021, although still up 41% since
2017.

One other measure from the
US Census Bureau showed that
business applications from cor-
porations in Delaware did drop
8.5% between December 2022
and December 2023, accord-
ing to IRS filings, after rising in
2021 and 2022.

One company, TripAdvisor
(TRIP), is finding it difficult to
leave Delaware. After a major-
ity of shareholders approved
an incorporation change from
Delaware to Nevada last year,
some shareholders of the on-
line travel company sued to
block it.

They alleged that the CEO
of TripAdvisor’s parent com-
pany, Greg Maffei, sought out
Nevada to reduce his potential

for liability claims. Maffei is a
controlling shareholder of that
parent company, Liberty Me-
dia, which also controls voting
power over TripAdvisor.

TripAdvisor has said in a fil-
ing that the move would save
money on taxes and potentially
provide “greater protection
from unmeritorious litigation
for directors and officers.”

Charles Elson, founding di-
rector of the Weinberg Center
for Corporate Governance at
the University of Delaware,
doubts that other states will be
able to unseat Delaware in the
near future.

“How are they going to do
it?” he said.

Delaware has a significant
upper hand, he added, because
it has “a very smart bar, a very
smart judiciary, and a very fair
judiciary, with lots of experi-
ence in this area. That’s why
both shareholders and manag-
ers appreciate it, because it’s
fair and balanced.”

Delaware’s dominance

There was a time when it
wasn’'t Delaware on top. It
was New Jersey. In fact, Dela-
ware changed its corporate
laws in 1899 so it could be more
like the Garden State.

It got its chance to pass New
Jersey in the decades follow-
ing 1913, when New Jersey law-
makers passed legislation,
later signed into law by then-
governor Governor Woodrow
Wilson, restricting mergers
and forbidding the chartering
of any new holding companies.

The number of corporations
incorporated in New Jersey
“declined precipitously” and
Delaware “stood ready to serve
as the state of incorporation
for the many companies flee-
ing New Jersey,” according to a
history of Delaware’s business
courts authored by a former
vice chancellor for the Dela-
ware Court of Chancery and a
former judge on the Delaware
Superior Court.

The state’s Court of Chan-
cery, originally established in
1792, became the go-to forum
to resolve internal corporate
controversies. And this became
a big source of revenue for the
state. The taxes and fees gen-
erated by those businesses
brought Delaware about $2 bil-
lion in 2022.

But other states have been
chipping away at Delaware’s
standing in recent years by cre-
ating their own business courts.

Take Texas, where Musk
wants to take Tesla. It passed
a new law last year that estab-
lishes a set of business-focused
courts in the hope that it can
attract more companies to in-
corporate there. Those courts
are slated to open in Septem-
ber.

Until then, its business cas-
es will be assigned to elected
state court judges who may or
may not have the experience
level of Delaware’s corporate-
savvy Chancery Court.

That could be good. It could
be bad,” said James Spindler,
a corporate and securities law
professor for University of Tex-

as School of Law. “The good as-
pect of it is that perhaps you'll
see Texas judges being less
willing to substitute their own
judgment for that of corporate
management.”

On the other hand, he said,
Texas courts may not be as sea-
soned at weeding out spurious
cases, which could then end up
in front of a jury.

“That may add some risks
and some lack of some lack of
predictability.”

Southern Methodist Univer-
sity law professor Christina
Stautter said the legal stand-
ards applied to disputes in Tex-
as’s new business courts would
be similar to those in Delaware,
because Texas' corporate law
follows the Model Business
Corporations Act. That actis a
general statute drafted by the
American Bar Association that
largely reflects Delaware law,
and that more than 30 states
have adopted.

“At some point, we will have
a body of law that is going to be
looking like the Delaware chan-
cery court,” Stautter said. “The
big difference for Tesla, or for
any company, is about the judg-
es hearing the cases.”

For Tesla, however, multiple
hurdles still stand in the way of
amove. The first is shareholder
approval and the second is the
potential for any legal chal-
lenges from shareholders who
aren’t happy about the move.

“Even if they approve, the
move could still be considered
a self-dealing transaction,” Uni-
versity of Virginia Law profes-
sor Michal Barzuza said.

Self dealing, Barzuza said, is
a type of legal challenge that
shareholders can bring to op-
pose a transaction they see as
benefitting corporate execu-
tives, and not the corporation
itself.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has
made it clear where he stands
on Musk’s question about
where Tesla should be incorpo-
rated.

“Elon, it’s over,” he said on X.
“The election desk is declaring
a landslide victory for Texas.”

Agencies

This is how the Bank of England spends
£20m to keep historical building intact

BANKING&FINANCE

The Bank of England is spending £7m on vents alone PHOTO: SOPA IMAGES/

i N e

LIGHTROCKET VIA GETTY IMAGES

London

The Bank of England’s
Grade I listed building comes
with a steep maintenance
bill, FN analysis shows £7m
spent on vents, £3.7m on
water pipes and £1.9m on ca-
bling.

These are just some of the
bills the Bank of England has
racked up as it tries to make
its 18th-century Threadnee-
dle Street building fit for the
modern age.

Since September 2023, the
bank has either awarded,
published, or put out for
tender at least £20m-worth
of maintenance-related con-

tracts, according to a Finan-
cial News analysis of its con-
tract portal.

These include a five-year,
£5m deal to “provide gen-
eral building works” ranging
from surveys and designs to
construction  management
and mechanical and electri-
cal installation, £104,000 on
emergency heating pipework
replacement and £123,000
on boiler replacement.

Just to clean the Bank of
England costs £1.7m a year,
according to an extension
to that deal with South Ben-
fleet-based Lewis & Graves
Partnership published in
September.

“Threadneedle Street is a
historic building with Grade
I listed status,” a Bank of Eng-
land spokesperson said. “As
a result it requires regular
maintenance to ensure it is
safe, secure and fit for pur-
pose for staff and visitors. All
maintenance contracts that
we award will aim to achieve
value for money through a
fair and open procurement
process.”

Keeping up appear-
ances

Once inside, going through
the Bank’s sweeping glass
security gates brings a mod-
ern touch to the heritage.

But behind the scenes, there
is plenty of work going on
patch up old infrastructure.

Trying to keep the Bank’s
unique character intact
doesn’'t come cheap. The
bank’s famous brass doors
cost nearly £90,000 a year to
maintain, according to previ-
ous contract documents.

Threadneedle Street is a
Grade I listed building. The
deals signed since Septem-
ber show the cost that sta-
tus comes with: The Bank
is spending £186,000 on
“Grade I listed building fa-
cade surveys” and £46,000
on “architectural design ser-
vices and heritage support”
from Donald Insall Associ-
ates, a Mayfair-based archi-
tect.

“Threadneedle Street is a
Grade 1 listed building, re-
quiring ongoing conserva-
tion,” the contract notes.

Other upgrades include a
£245,000 deal for “refurbish-
ment of [a] ventilation unit
in the Bank’s Threadneedle
Street building” including
“works to the associated
building management sys-
tem controls”.

There is also a £447,000
bill for lift maintenance and
£94,000 on key switch instal-
lation.

The existing ventilation
system was last installed in
1987, according to one con-
tract, which notes the poten-

tial asbestos risks of such a
historic building.

“The Bank has robust and
clear asbestos policies in
place that help protect the
safety of staff and contrac-
tors across our sites,” the
spokesperson added.

However, efforts to mod-
ernise are arguably more
important than they ever
have been. The Bank has ex-
panded from around 4,400
to nearly 5,000 staff over the
past three years, according
to its annual accounts, plac-
ing more of a strain on physi-
cal premises.

Earlier in February, a fire
broke out next to the Old
Bailey, another iconic City
landmark dating back to the
16th century. An apparent
electrical fault was also the
cause of a small blaze that
hit the Royal Exchange, just
across the road from the
Bank, in 2021.

In 2019, an investigation
found audio feeds of Bank of
England news conferences
were sold on to hedge funds
by a third party, potentially
giving them a head start on
other viewers.

The Bank published a new
£100,000 contract in Janu-
ary for “maintenance and
resources to assist with the
Bank’s audio-visual equip-
ment including press confer-
ence facilities”.

Financial News
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Israeli operations in
Rafah could lead to
slaughter, UN warns

GENEVA/AMMAN

MILITARY operations in Rafah could
lead to slaughter in Gaza and put a frag-
ile humanitarian operation at death’s
door, UN Undersecretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs Martin Griffiths
warned on Tuesday.

In a statement issued in Geneva, he
noted the warnings from the interna-
tional community against the danger-
ous consequences of a ground invasion
in Rafah in southern Gaza, saying that
the government of Israel cannot con-
tinue to ignore these calls.

He said people in Rafah and the rest
of Gaza are victims of an assault that is
unparalleled in its intensity, brutality
and scope.

Stressing that humanitarian workers
have been doing the near-impossible
to assist people in need for more than
four months, he warned that the hu-
manitarian workers “lack the safety
guarantees, the aid supplies and the
staff capacity to keep this operation
afloat”.

Visa-free travel to boost tourism for China, Thailand

BANGKOK

RED lanterns are hung high over Yaowarat Road,
where Chinatown in the Thai capital of Bangkok is lo-
cated, and shops are well prepared, as it is a golden
opportunity to cater to Chinese tourists coming here
to spend their Lunar New Year holidays.

“Bangkok’s Chinatown hosts a variety of activities
for the Chinese New Year, and we can feel the aus-
picious and festive atmosphere,” said Wang Xuanyu,
36-year-old, who came from Beijing and chose to
spend the Chinese New Year holiday in Thailand.

The trip was very convenient, and the entry pro-

cess was very smooth, she said.

In order to boost the economy, the Thai govern-
ment has granted Chinese citizens a temporary visa

waiver since Sept 25, 2023.

In late January this year, China and Thailand signed
an agreement on mutual visa exemption, effective on

March 1.

With the signing of the agreement, the number of
Chinese tourists visiting Thailand has significantly

increased.

Thailand’s Ministry of Tourism and Sports predict-
ed that approximately 8 million Chinese tourists will
take trips in Thailand in 2024, bringing in approxi-
mately 320 billion baht (approximately $8.9 billion).

Tourism and Sports Minister Sudawan Wangsu-
phakijkosol said Thailand was expecting to welcome
nearly 1 million foreign tourists on Feb 7-15, of which

about 180,000 are from China.

The Thai tourism industry has already prepared to
welcome Chinese tourists. “With the signing of the
agreement, inquiries from Chinese guests have sig-
nificantly increased, and it is expected that there will
be a surge in Chinese tourists,” a hotel manager from

the coastal city Hua Hin told Xinhua.

“Mutual visa exemption has lowered the threshold
and cost of tourism, facilitating exchanges between
the peoples of the two countries and injecting strong
impetus into the recovery and prosperity of Thai-

The UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) on
Tuesday cited the Ministry of Health
(MoH) in Gaza as reporting that anoth-
er 133 Palestinians were killed, and 162
Palestinians were injured, mostly in Ra-
fah and Khan Younis, by Israeli attacks
within 24 hours.

Independent UNRWA review to
start

Also on Tuesday, the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestin-
ian Refugees (UNRWA) said countries
that suspended their support to the
agency should reconsider their deci-
sions, and avoid forcing the agency to
reduce its operations in March, includ-
ing its operations in the Gaza Strip.

Juliette Touma, the director of com-
munications at UNRWA, said in the Jor-
danian capital Amman that the suspen-
sion of funding by 16 donor countries,
mostly Western, could deprive the
agency of more than 51 percent of its
expected income for the year 2024, en-
dangering vital humanitarian response

10, 2024. (PHOTO / XINHUA)

land’s tourism industry,” said Chanapan Kaewkla-
chaiyawuth, vice president of the Thai Chinese
Tourism Alliance Association.

“Tourism resources of Thailand and China are
complementary. China is one of the nearest ice
and snow tourism destinations to the Thai people.
The signing of the agreement on mutual visa ex-
emption will further encourage Thai tourists to
travel to China,” said Chanapan.

He added that the agreement will surely pro-

A man stands amidst the debris of his bombed home in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, on

Tuesday. AP

in Gaza and throughout the region,
the state-run Petra news agency re-
ported.

Touma warned of a famine in
northern Gaza, which is barely re-
ceiving aid, “after the closure of the
Kerem Shalom crossing for six days”,
pointing out that there are many
restrictions on aid entry. Before the
conflict, she added, 500 trucks en-
tered the area, and now only 100
trucks do so at best.

Regarding the deteriorating situ-
ation in Rafah in the southern Gaza
Strip, Touma said: “We need at least a
humanitarian ceasefire, and the fear
in Rafah now is continuously escalat-
ing amid the presence of more than
1.4 million displaced persons with
the absence of infrastructure and a
saddening humanitarian situation.”

Meanwhile, UNRWA chief Philippe
Lazzarini said the Israeli govern-
ment’s cooperation has “utmost im-
portance” for an independent pan-
el's review of the agency.

Lazzarini said the independent
panel’s review on UNRWA will begin
on Wednesday. He called on all par-

C M L

ties to actively cooperate with the
review.

“It is of utmost importance that the
government of Israel also cooperate”
so that the independent panel could
get information “more than the alle-
gations”, Lazzarini said.

He also expressed concern about
the humanitarian crisis in southern
Gaza’s Rafah area, where people
are in fear of a possible “large-scale
military operation”. The local people
were asked to move, he said. “But the
question is, where to move?”

Israel accused 12 UNRWA employ-
ees of having participated in the
Hamas’s attack on southern Israel
on Oct 7, 2023. Following the allega-
tions, 16 donor countries, including
the United States, Britain, and Cana-
da, have announced their decision to
suspend their funding for the agency.

Last week, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres appointed an inde-
pendent panel to review the opera-
tions of the agency. The final report
of the independent panel is expect-
ed to be completed and published
in late April. Agencies

7 —

Performers dance during an event to celebrate the Chinese Lunar New Year at Chinatown in Bangkok, Thailand, Feb

mote the prosperity of the tourism industries of
Thailand and China, and enhance cultural ex-
changes between the two sides.

Pat, a 38-year-old Bangkok resident, said that
her parents have traveled to China with a tour
group before, but she has not been to China and
would love to see China’s beautiful scenery.

“After mutual exemption takes effect, Thai peo-
ple will no longer have to apply for visas, which
could save time and money,” Pat said. Xinhua

Putin signs law on confiscation
of property for disseminating
fake news about Russian army

MOsCoOw

RUSSIAN President
Vladimir Putin signed a
new law that calls for the
confiscation of property as
punishment for dissemi-
nating fake news about
Russia’s armed forces as
well as committing crimes detrimental to national secu-
rity.

The text of the law has been published on the govern-
ment’s official website for legal information.

The law amends the relevant Russian Criminal Code
(RCC) provisions and expands the list of crimes punish-
able by means of the confiscation of property.

The list will now include crimes under RCC Article
207.3 (“Public Dissemination of Patently False Informa-
tion about the Use of the Russian Armed Forces or about
Russian State Bodies Exercising Their Authority”) and Ar-
ticle 280.4 (“Public Calls to Carry Out Activities Directed
Against State Security”). The law specifies that this in-
volves crimes committed for personal gain.

However, according to the document, even if someone
is convicted under the aforementioned articles, not all of
their money, assets and property would be subject to con-
fiscation, but only those gained through criminal means
or used for activities aimed against Russia’s national secu-
rity.

The law says that activities aimed against Russia’s na-
tional security pertain to the commission of at least one
crime described in the RCC articles covering mercenary
activities, genocide, desertion from military service, in-
subordination, bribe-giving and bribe-taking, and rack-
eteering. The list includes over 30 RCC articles in total.

In addition, the law expands the list of RCC articles that
provide for stripping convicted individuals of special, mil-
itary and honorary titles, ranks and state awards.

These articles address, in particular, the dissemina-
tion of fake news about the Russian army; discrediting
the army; making calls for extremism; violations of Rus-
sia’s territorial integrity; activities aimed against national
security; calls for imposing sanctions on Russia and Rus-
sian nationals; rehabilitating Nazism; and assisting in the
implementation of decisions made by international orga-
nizations of which Russia is not a member, as well as by
foreign government agencies.

The law will take effect ten days after its official publica-
tion.

[ guarantee to make India third largest
economy in my third term - PM Modi

ABU DHABI
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EXUDING confidence of
returning to power in the
forthcoming Lok Sabha
elections, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
he has given a “guarantee”
to make India the third
largest economy in his third term.

Highlighting the multiple accomplishments achieved
by the country, the PM said every Indian has the goal of
making India a developed nation by 2047.

Addressing the ‘Ahlan Modi’ event, PM Modi said, “I
have so much faith in the potential of each and every
Indian, weighing on which, Modi has given a guarantee
that in his third term he will make India the third largest
economy. Modi ki guarantee, yani guarantee, pura hone
ki guarantee.”

“Today, the goal of every Indian is to make India a de-
veloped country by 2047,” he added.

PM Modi highlighted that India is the first country to
reach Mars in the first attempt, and land on the south
pole of the moon. He also said that India is number one
in Fintech adoption rate and has the world’s third largest
start-up ecosystem.

“Which is that country whose economy is progress-
ing rapidly? Which country has the world’s third-largest
start-up ecosystem? Our India. Which country is at the
number one position in fintech adoption rate? Which
country is the largest milk producer? Which country is
at number two among internet users? Which country is
the world’s second largest mobile phone manufacturer?
Which country has the world’s third largest start-up eco-
system. Our India,” PM Modi said.

ANI

Democrat wins US House seat, eroding Republican majority

NEW YORK

DEMOCRATIC former con-
gressman Tom Suozzi won a
special election in New York
on Tuesday, Edison Research
projected, narrowing an al-
ready razor-thin Republican
majority in the US House
of Representatives that has
struggled to pass legislation.

The contest became neces-
sary after the House took the
extraordinary step of expel-
ling Republican George San-
tos, whose dizzying array of
lies about his biography led
to his indictment on fraud
charges.

Suozzi (pictured), who pre-
viously held the seat before

stepping down to run for gov-
ernor, defeated Mazi Pilip, an
Ethiopian-born  Republican
county legislator who served
in the Israeli military. The dis-
trict includes a small corner
of New York City and some of
its eastern suburbs.

The result leaves Republi-
cans with a 219-213 majority
that has already proven hard
to manage, illustrated by the
chamber’s failure last week
to pass a measure to impeach
President Joe Biden’s top bor-
der official, Alejandro Mayor-
kas, which fell short by one
vote when a few Republicans
voted no.

The House approved the
measure on Tuesday, after

No. 2 Republican Steve Scal-
ise returned from cancer
treatment to cast a decisive
vote.

Meanwhile, Democrats re-
tained their slim majority in
the Pennsylvania state House
of Representatives on Tues-
day after winning a special
election in a Philadelphia
suburb. Republicans, who
already control the state Sen-
ate, would have taken over
the House with a victory.

The New York district,
which supported Biden in
2020 before flipping to Re-
publicans in the 2022 mid-
term elections, has served as
a testing ground for both par-
ties’ messaging ahead of the

fall election, when the presi-
dency and control of both
chambers of Congress will be
at stake.

“This race could be a bell-
wether for swing suburban
districts around the country
that are going to decide who
controls the gavels of Con-
gress,” said Lawrence Levy,
executive dean at Hofstra
University’s National Center

for Suburban Studies.
Turnout, already expected
to be light for a special elec-
tion in February, was further
depressed by a winter storm
that blanketed the region on
Tuesday morning with sev-
eral inches of heavy snow,
prompting both campaigns
to offer free rides to polling
places in the afternoon.
Immigration was a central
issue, as it has been elsewhere
in the country ahead of an
expected rematch between
Biden and former President
Donald Trump in November.
Pilip repeatedly hammered
Suozzi and the Democratic
Party on the issue, accus-
ing them of failing to control

crossings at the southern
border with Mexico. Pilip was
endorsed by a labor union for
Border Patrol officers.

“I kept migrants from being
sent to Nassau and will secure
the border when I get to Con-
gress,” Pilip wrote in a Face-
book post, referring to New
York state’s Nassau County.

Suozzi, who represented
the congressional district
for six years before stepping
down and running unsuc-
cessfully for governor, called
Pilip’s attacks against him
misleading and said she has
been short of specifics on
how she would address bor-
der security.

He touted his own biparti-

san immigration compromise
and criticized Republicans
for rejecting a border secu-
rity deal negotiated in the
Senate, which collapsed after
Trump urged Republicans to
spurn it.

“Ms. Pilip points out there’s
a problem, there’s a problem,
there’s a problem. She has no
solutions,” Suozzi said in the
election’s only debate.

He also attacked Pilip on
abortion, an issue that Dem-
ocrats have put front and
center since the US Supreme
Court eliminated a nation-
wide right in 2022. Pilip said
she is personally against
abortion but did not support
a federal ban. Agencies
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Hungary resignations
leave Viktor Orban in
biggest crisis yet

By Nick Thorpe

THIS has become the biggest threat
to Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s rule
since he returned to power in 2010.

Hungary has been shaken by the
sudden resignations of the two most
popular and successful women in an
otherwise strongly male-dominated
governing party.

President Katalin Novak and former
Justice Minister Judit Varga have both
taken responsibility for the decision
to grant clemency to Endre K, former
deputy director of a state orphanage.

Endre K was jailed for persuading
children to withdraw their testimony
against the director of the orphanage
for sexual abuse.

He was one of 25 people pardoned
by the president during a visit by Pope
Francis last year. But his name only
became public on 2 February.

The issue has become deeply prob-
lematic for a government which has
made protection of children and tra-
ditional family values the cornerstone
of its policies.

Worst of all for Mr Orban and his
party, the departures of the two
women have been followed by an ava-
lanche of allegations about the way he
runs the country.

And this double resignation, com-

Indian stocks dip sharply tracking weak overnight US markets

ing amid increasing protests, has de-
prived Viktor Orban of two very dif-
ferent but essential allies.

President Novak radiated a “mother
of the nation” image, closely identified
with popular policies to encourage
couples to have more children. She
also promoted a more inclusive, less
aggressive style than the prime min-
ister in her largely symbolic role as
head of state.

The tough-talking Judit Varga had
been due to lead the governing Fidesz
party into battle against the “Brussels
bureaucrats” in the European elec-
tions in June. Now she has resigned as
an MP and withdrawn from public life.

Two other key figures have come
under attack too - Mr Orban’s com-
munications chief Antal Rogan, who
is also in charge of the secret services,
and Zoltan Balog, a Protestant bishop
and personal adviser to the prime
minister.

Mr Balog is alleged to have lobbied
behind the scenes for the presidential
clemency in the Endre K case. He has
denied the allegation.

Within minutes of Judit Varga’s
resignation, her ex-husband, power-
ful Fidesz insider Peter Magyar, an-
nounced: “I do not want to be part of
a system for a minute longer where
the real culprits hide behind women’s

N a

.

Katalin Novak resigned as president on Saturday, then the justice minister

stood down as an MP

skirts.”

“For a long time, I believed in
an ideal, in a national, sovereign,
civic Hungary,” he complained.
“However, over the past few
years and especially today, I have
come to realise all this is indeed
just a political product, a sugary
coating that serves only two pur-
poses: to conceal the operation
of the power factory and to ac-
quire enormous wealth.”

He followed that up with a
100-minute interview on Sun-
day evening to the government-
critical Partizan channel on
YouTube, which has now been
viewed 1.4 million times.

Each day, he posts new criti-
cism of government figures on
Facebook.

On Tuesday, he singled out
Antal Rogan, the government’s
communications maestro, asking
him why he was staying silent,
hiding behind the prime minis-
ter’s spokesman.

“You used to cut a much tough-
er figure,” he said. “Why are you
hiding from your constituents?
Why haven't you held a press
conference for years? Are you

afraid to answer questions?”

Then he turned on Istvan
Tiborcz, the son-in-law of the
prime minister and husband of
Mr Orban’s daughter Rahel.

“Dear Stephen [Istvan], you are
a really talented person, at the
age of 37, you have 100bn Forints
(£220m), so many hotels, banks,
fund managers, valuable former
state-owned properties.”

“What other companies have
you taken over lately? What is
the total of government loans or
grants you received to build your
portfolio? Have you recently vis-
ited villages in Borsod [in north-
east Hungary], where children
sometimes play in the yard with-
out warm clothes in winter?”

Opposition parties have tabled
demands to investigate how the
clemency was granted, how the
state is run, and to call for the
direct election of the next presi-
dent.

The response of the govern-
ment and of pro-government
media has been furious.

“We do not respond to the
desperate attempts of people in
hopeless situations,” insisted the

prime minister’s spokesman,
Bertalan Havasi, about Peter
Magyar.

“We must demonstrate our
strength, because the pack
of hyenas, these completely
amoral, lying bastards.. now
smell blood because they think
that the moment has come,”
wrote Zsolt Bayer in the gov-
ernment flagship daily, Magyar
Nemzet.

He went on to propose a
show of strength by govern-
ment supporters on 15 March,
a national holiday: “”Let’s show
them that the moment hasn’t
bloody well come!”

Another commentator, Zsolt
Jeszenszky, did not hold back
in the government tabloid, Pes-
ti Sracok.

“Those who proclaim [Judit
Varga] an ally of paedophiles,
who foam at the mouth de-
manding her head, are the
same vile, satanic mob who
demanded the death of Christ
from Pontius Pilate,” he fumed.
“The scum, the sewer rats, have
not changed in 2,000 years.”

From the prime minister
himself there has been strict
silence. At least for now.

It is without doubt his big-
gest challenge in 14 years of un-
interrupted Fidesz rule and the
high-profile resignations have
dented but not yet seriously
damaged his power.

An anti-Orban protest is
planned for Friday, but the
prime minister will come out
fighting, presumably on Satur-
day when he is due to deliver
his annual state of the nation
address.

Agencies

New Delhi

INDIAN stock indices traded
sharply lower at the opening bell
yesterday, tracking weak over-
night US markets.

The US stocks ended with deep
cuts, after sticky US inflation data
- more than estimated at 3.1 per
cent in January -- triggered wor-

ries of further delay in the easing
of interest rates. S&P 500 declined
about 1.4 per cent Tuesday.

Back home in India, at 9.20 am,
Sensex was at 70,928.12 points,
down 627.07 points or 0.88 per
cent, while Nifty was 21,565.30
points, down 177.95 points or
0.82 per cent. Among the widely-
tracked Nifty 50 companies, 9 ad-

vanced and the rest 41 declined at
the time of filing this report.

The benchmark indices had a
volatile trading session on Tues-
day. Nifty closed 113 points higher,
while Sensex was up 483 points
after experiencing unpredictable
movements. Banking and finan-
cial shares saw intraday recovery
from lower levels, resulting in

both indices rising more than 1
per cent, said Shrikant Chouhan,
Head - Equity Research, Kotak Se-
curities.

Continued selling of Indian
stocks by foreign portfolio inves-
tors coupled with high stock valu-
ations, are among some of the
concerns for the investors.

Foreign portfolio investors have

been aggressively selling Indian
stocks, turning net sellers in the
Indian equity market so far in
2024, after making a beeline to ac-
cumulate domestic stocks during
November and December.

After selling stocks worth Rs
25,744 crore in January they have
so far sold Rs 2,524 crore in Febru-
ary. ANI

Chinese New Year: Conveying
amessage of unity and hope

BEIJING

STREETS across China and China-
towns worldwide come alive this time
each year with Chinese culture-inspired
decorations and clusters of crimson lan-
terns. One cannot help but be immersed
in the auspicious atmosphere of the Chi-
nese New Year.

After the recognition of the Lunar
New Year as a UN floating holiday last
December; it has become more evident
that Chinas wisdom and peace-loving
traditions hold greater appeal in a world
characterized by continued uncertainty
and turmoil.

This recognition underscores the glob-
al significance of China’s cultural heritage
and recognizes the values of unity, har-
mony and resilience at the heart of the
Chinese New Year celebrations. Accord-
ing to the Chinese zodiac and tradition,
this year is the Year of the Dragon, and the
dragon symbolizes wisdom, courage and
good luck. UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said these qualities are needed
by the world “to rise to today’s global chal-
lenges.”

Amidst global turmoil and uncertainty,
the spirit of the Dragon calls upon nations
toset aside differences and work together
toward common goals. It challenges lead-
ers to prioritize dialogue over discord,
collaboration over conflict, and solidarity
over division.

In his Lunar New Year greetings to
the global Chinese community, Guterres
commended China for its “unwavering
support to the United Nations, to multilat-
eralism and global progress.”

As China embraces its role on the
world stage, it championsits progress and
the common security, development, and
prosperity of nations far and wide. Chi-
na's commitment to openness and mul-
tilateralism and its dedication to building
a community with a shared future for
humanity have played an essential role
in fostering global peace and prosperity,
providing stability and optimism in an
era of uncertainty and disorder.

Also known as the Spring Festival, the
Chinese New Year heralds a season of re-
newal and growth. Just as the earth awak-
ens from its winter slumber, the spirit of
the Chinese people awakens during this
auspicious time. Xinhua

'UN peacekeeping mission alongside government troops to fight M23 rebels’ Russia sees no prospects for
stabilisation in Gaza given

Israel’s position — Lavrov

GOMA

THE UN peacekeeping
mission in the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), commonly known as
MONUSCO, is alongside the
Congolese military in fight-
ing rebels of the March 23
Movement (M23) in the east
of the country, despite its
withdrawal process already
underway, said Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of National Defense Jean-
Pierre Bemba on Tuesday.

Bemba (pictured) made
the remarks in Goma, the
capital of the eastern North
Kivu province, where ten-
sions have been on the rise
with intensive fighting be-
tween the Armed Forces
of the DRC (FARDC) and
the M23 in the city of Sake
and its surroundings, about
23 km to the northwest of
Goma.

“I wanted to reassure our
population that MONUSCO
is in operations with us
on the ground. Its soldiers
are fighting alongside the
FARDC. I say it and I attest to
it and moreover, I take this
opportunity to congratu-
late this remarkable work
that this mission is doing by
our side,” said Bemba after
a meeting held at the com-
mand center in Goma to
evaluate joint operations.

For the Congolese Deputy
Prime Minister, the clarifica-
tion aims, in particular, to set
the record straight that, con-
trary to the recently circulat-
ing rumors, the MONUSCO

and the M23 were complicit.

On Monday, high tension was reported
in Sake, as the population attacked the MO-
NUSCO peacekeepers who wanted to sup-
port the FARDC in the fight against the M23.

Sake is considered the last barrier before
Goma, which fell to the rebels in late 2012.
Bemba also assured that everything is being
done by the central government to fight the
M23 rebels and put an end to this war situ-
ation which threatens the integrity of the

DRC.

The security situation remains volatile
around Goma, due to ongoing fighting be-
tween the FARDC and the M23 rebels, as the
latter has launched multiple offensives since

last week.

Hundreds of people fled Sake overnight

=

late Monday to find refuge on the road lead-

ing to Goma, Xinhua correspondents ob-
served on the ground.

In November 2023, MONUSCO and the
FARDC launched the so-called “Springbok”
operation to stop any attempt by the M23 to
invade Sake or Goma.

The process of withdrawal of MONUSCO,
present in the DRC since 1999 and still de-
ployed in three troubled eastern provinces
-- Ituri, North Kivu, and South Kivu -- was put

in motion, at the request of Kinshasa who

M23.

judges the UN peacekeeping mission inef-
fective against armed groups, notably the

The disengagement of MONUSCO is tak-

ing place in three phases, starting with a

complete withdrawal of MONUSCO mili-

tary and police components
from South Kivu by April
30, 2024, according to a
statement issued in January
2024, published jointly by
the Congolese government
and MONUSCO.

The second and third
phases of the mission’s
withdrawal provide for a
withdrawal from North Kivu
and Ituri, with an in-depth
assessment between the
two, so that MONUSCO “will
definitively leave the DRC
in later at the end of 2024,
read the statement.

Xinhua

China to launch campaign to promote women’s development

BEIJING

WOMEN'S federations
across China will launch
a series of programs this
year to encourage women
to shoulder responsibility
in promoting high-quality

development, according
to the All-China Women’s
Federation.

International and do-
mestic platforms for tech-
nology innovation will be
established to support fe-
male tech professionals to

inject impetus for indus-
trial innovation through
technological  advance-
ments.

The country will en-
deavor to harness the
significant role of women
in rural areas, such as

encouraging the con-
struction of over 10 mil-
lion beautiful courtyards
across the country, and
nurturing a group of wom-
en leaders in wealth crea-
tion.

Joint efforts will also be

made with other depart-
ments to launch employ-
ment promotion cam-
paigns to increase the
opportunities for employ-
ment and entrepreneur-
ship for women.
Xinhua

MOsCoOw

RUSSIA does not see any immedi-
ate prospects for reaching a settle-
ment on the situation in the Gaza
Strip given Israel’s position, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said,
speaking at the 13th Middle East
Conference of the Valdai Discussion
Club.

“Given the hardline stance of the
Israeli leadership toward continu-
ing their military actions in Gaza,
and now already expanding them to
Rafah, we do not see any prospects
for a speedy stabilization of the situ-
ation in the sector,” he said. “Nev-
ertheless, it is necessary to provide
conditions for a reliable sustainable
settlement while seeking a cease-
fire,” he added.

Lavrov said that Russia drew at-
tention at the UN Security Council
meeting on the Palestinian issue to
its long-standing initiative to hold
consultations with the region’s
countries to “harmonize their ap-
proaches in support of the creation
of a Palestinian state.”

“Following this, we propose an
inter-Palestinian meeting with the
participation of all leading Palestin-
ian factions to bridge the internal
divide,” the minister added.

On February 7, Jewish Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said that
the military had received orders to
prepare for the start of fighting in

Rafah on the Gaza Strip’s border
with Egypt. Two days later, he in-
structed the army to draft a plan to
evacuate civilians and eliminate the
four remaining Hamas battalions in
the city.

On February 12, Arab media re-
ported massive Israeli military
strikes on Rafah. According to the Al
Mayadeen TV channel, 100 people
died in the bombardment and more
than 230 were wounded.

Tensions flared up in the Middle
East after Hamas militants from the
Gaza Strip attacked Israeli territory
on October 7, when many Israelis
living in the settlements near the
border were killed and more than
200 people, including children,
women and the elderly, were taken
hostage.

Hamas views its attack as a re-
sponse to Israeli authorities’ steps
against the Al-Agsa Mosque on Je-
rusalem’s Temple Mount. Israel de-
clared a total blockade of the Gaza
Strip and launched bombardments
of the enclave and some areas in
Lebanon and Syria.

On December 1, the Israeli army
accused Hamas of violating the
truce that had been in effect since
November 24 and announced that
it would resume fighting in the Gaza
Strip.

The Palestinian authorities held
the United States responsible for
the renewed Israeli aggression.
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JKT Tanzania host Simba at newly
renovated arena as Hussein urges
teammates to be more clinical

By Correspondent Seth
Mapoli & Nassir Nchimbi

KT Tanzania will host
Simba at the newly re-
furbished Major Gen-
eral Isamuhyo stadium
in®ar es Salaam today in the
game scheduled to kick off at
4:00 pm, contrary to the earlier
announcement.

On Tuesday, the Tanzania
Premier League Board (TPLB)
released a statement regarding
the change in kick-off time.

Additionally, the statement
mentioned that JKT Tanzania
have decided to relocate all
their Premier League home
matches from Azam Complex
to the Major General Isamuhyo
venue.

Furthermore, it noted that the
kick-off time has been adjusted
due to the absence of floodlights
at the new arena, ensuring that
the match concludes before it
gets dark.

Meanwhile, Simba’s assistant
captain Mohamed Hussein is

optimistic his side will be more
clinical and turn chances cre-
ated into goals when they face
JKT Tanzania

Speaking ahead of the match,
Hussein admitted that they
struggled to convert chances
created by his side in the pre-
vious matches as he urged his
colleagues to be more clinical
on goal.

“Yes we created many chanc-
es and we failed to utilize them
to our advantage, I think this
has to end so that we can have
comfortable wins and reduce
pressure on our side.

“We have collected ten from
twelve points away from Dar es
Salaam, and in some games, we
won but struggled to the final
minutes,” he said.

He recognized the formidable
task ahead, acknowledging that
the match won’t be easy due
to the strength of the opposing
team.

However, despite this chal-
lenge, he expressed confidence
in their preparation and deter-

mination, stating that they are
ready to enter today’s game
with the singular objective of
securing three points.

“It won't be an easy match.
We know JKT is a good team.
However, we are prepared, and
we will go into the game to find
three points,” he said.

Coach Daniel Cadena con-
curred with Hussein’s assess-
ment, emphasizing the inherent
difficulty posed by their upcom-
ing opponents.

Despite the daunting nature
of the game, Cadena highlighted
his satisfaction with the team’s
current position. Moreover, he
reassured that they were fully
prepared for the match.

Cadena and Hussein’s senti-
ment underscored the team’s
unwavering resolve and com-
mitment to success. Despite rec-
ognizing the opposition’s qual-
ity, their focus remains squarely
on their readiness and determi-
nation to emerge victorious.

By setting their sights on the
tangible goal of securing three

points, Hussein encapsulates
the team’s collective mindset
and determination.

Simba SC have accumulated
33 points from 14 games played.
Their impressive record in-
cludes 10 victories, two draws,
and only one loss, reflect-
ing their strong performance
throughout the season.

With a commendable tally of
wins and minimal defeats, Sim-
ba’s consistent display of skill
and determination has solidi-
fied their position near the top
of the league table.

Their formidable record at-
tests to their competitive prow-
ess and serves as a testament to
the team’s commitment to ex-
cellence on the field.

JKT Tanzania’s performance
this season has been less than
stellar, accumulating only 16
points from 14 games played.
They have secured victory in
four matches, drawn four, and
suffered defeat in six encoun-
ters, reflecting their struggles
on the field.
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Youth play football during a training session at the Jakaya Kikwete grounds in Dar es Salaam on Monday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
JUMANNE JUMA
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player shines in

Tanzanian chess

By Correspondent Joseph
Mchekadona

TANZANIAN chess player
Cleophas Charles emerged
third at the Inter School Af-
rican Chess Championships
which was held recently in Po-
land.

Dr Konrad Czemichows-
ki, who is the facilitator of
Charles’s trip to Poland, said the
tournament, known as Szach
Krolowi - Zosta Mistrzem
(Check to the King - Become
Master), was held in Lublin, Po-
land and it did not start well for
the only Tanzanian participant.

He said Charles, who is study-
ing at Maria Curie-Sklodowska
University (MCSU), is one of
the most promising young
chess players and is currently
the fifth-best chess player in the
country. He was seeded number
one, but he lost his first round
to an 1l-year-old girl Weronika
Dajek from Poland.

Dajek, who has the first cat-
egory chess, is a prodigy (she
won a gold medal in the Pol-
ish national championships
for children U-8 in 2020), but
Charles (having the second
category in Polish chess) has a
higher FIDE rating (1500) than
Dajek.

He said this means chess is
probably the only sport where
a child can beat an adult. It hap-
pens on a regular basis.

“This match was the only fail-
ure of Cleophas. He won three
games against Jan Draganik
and Artur Olejnik from Po-
land and Matvii Nechaiev from
Ukraine and drew one with Ma-

_Poland
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Tanzanian chess player Cleophas Charles (R) with his trophy and certificate after one of the tourna-
ments in Poland. Michael Baranowski (2nd R) won the tournament. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

teusz Wasilewski. He scored 3.5
points, which secured him the
third position out of 18 players
in the tournament. He was giv-
en a trophy by the International
Arbiter and Tournament Direc-
tor, Zbigniew Pyda,” he said.

Charles is studying Business
Analytics at UMCS in Poland,
in the Faculty of Economics,
which is one of the most presti-
gious courses at the university,

The Polish most international
university granted him a schol-
arship in recognition of his
achievements in chess, as he
represented the Tanzanian na-
tional team in the Chess Olym-
piad in India

Speaking in an interview, Dr

Czemichowski said he knows
Charles as one of the best and
most talented chess players in
Tanzania.

“I know Cleophas. He is very
talented. He won the condi-
tional title of FIDE Master in the
African Interschool Champion-
ships. The only thing he needs
to do is to increase his rating.
He has a lot of chances to do
that because FIDE-rated tour-
naments are organized in Po-
land every week.” he said.

Dr Czernichowski, a lecturer
at UMCS, is also a visiting schol-
ar at Jordan University College
in Morogoro,

He stated that Charles is now
preparing for the national aca-

demic championships where
he will represent UMCS with
seven other students.

He further said that the na-
tional academic championships
are organized every year.

130 Polish universities partici-
pate in around 30 disciplines,
which are football, basketball,
athletics, swimming, chess and
other sporting events.

Maria Curie-Sklodowska Uni-
versity is one of the top-per-
forming universities in sports.

In 2020 it was the first one
in the medal classification.
The presence of the Tanzanian
in the MCSU representation
should improve the university’s
standing in chess.

Giardian
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LeBron, Davis lead surging
Lakers past Pistons 125-111 for
their 5th victory in 6 games

LOS ANGELES

LeBRON James had 25 points
and eight assists, Anthony Davis
had 20 points and 14 rebounds,
and the Los Angeles Lakers beat
the NBA-worst Detroit Pistons
125-111 Tuesday night for their
fifth win in six games.

D’Angelo Russell scored 2I
points and hit four 3-pointers for
the Lakers, who have won 10 of
15 overall to move three games
above .500 (29-26) for the first
time since a week before Christ-
mas. Rui Hachimura and Austin
Reaves added 15 points apiece
in another dominant offensive
game by the Lakers’ new start-
ing lineup, which combined for
96 points.

“Just trusting each other, not
that we didn’t before,” Davis
said. “And then shot-making.
Guys are making shots, making
plays. It’s fun playing this way.
Guys are making the right plays,
and the ball is popping. The re-
sult has been some good wins
for us.”

Davis’ six blocked shots led
the defense, highlighted by his
exceptional stop of Jaden
Ivey as the only man back on a
3-on-1 Pistons fast break in the
third quarter. James repeatedly
referred to Davis after the game
as “the defensive player of the
year,” an award Davis has never
won.

“I feel like I should have won
it a couple of times (already),
but didn’t,” Davis said. “At this
point, 'm just trying to win and
continue to have a presence on
the defensive end. If that seems
to be in the plans for me to win
it this year, then obviously it
would be exciting for me to have
one under my belt, but I feel like
I could’ve had a couple of them
in my career.”

The Lakers had a rare three-
day break between games before
this meeting, and they rolled to
an early 24-point lead in their
final home game before the All-
Star break, when James will par-
ticipate for the 20th time. After
this game, James said he isn’t
playing at Utah on Wednesday in
the Lakers’ last game before the
break.

Spencer Dinwiddie had six
points and seven assists in his
debut with the Lakers, who
signed the veteran Los Angeles
native last Saturday. Dinwiddie
started 48 games for Brooklyn
this season, and the graduate
of Taft High School in suburban
Woodland Hills will be a key
scoring option and playmaker
off the bench for the Lakers.

Ausar Thompson scored 19
points and James Wiseman had
18 points and nine rebounds for
the Pistons, who had won two of
their previous three games for
only the third time all season.
Team owner Tom Gores, who

lives in Beverly Hills, watched
from courtside.

“They definitely jumped on us
early on,” Thompson said. “They
played very fast off makes, miss-
es, running up the court. They’re
big, so they would post us up.
We came in talking about it, but
we’ve got to do a better job ex-
ecuting.”

Cade Cunningham had 12
points, seven assists and seven
rebounds in the least impressive
game of a strong road trip for
Detroit, which beat Sacramento
and Portland to open it before
barely losing to the Clippers in
this building last weekend.

One game after the Lakers put
up 87 points in the second-high-
est scoring first half in franchise
history, they dropped 71 on the
Pistons and took a 71-48 halftime
lead paced by Davis’ 18 points
and 12 boards. The lead matched
the Lakers’ biggest halftime mar-
gin of the season.

“That was pretty much the
game,” Detroit coach Monty Wil-
liams said. “There was more to
it than that, but that put us in
such a hole. ... I think they have
a game tomorrow, and I felt like
their mindset was like, ‘We’ve
got to jump on these guys right
away.” We didn’t understand
that.”

Detroit trimmed the lead to
12 points with 4:50 to play, but
got no closer. Davis sat out the
entire fourth quarter, resting his
legs for the back-to-back set.

New Pistons guard Quentin
Grimes remained out with a
sprained right knee. He has yet
to debut for his new team since
arriving in the multiplayer trade
with New York.

Lakers guard Max Christie
missed his second straight game
with a sprained right ankle.

Meanwhile, in Phoenix, Kevin
Durant scored 28 points, Devin
Booker added 25 and the Phoe-
nix Suns outlasted the Sacra-
mento Kings 130-125 on Tuesday
night.

The Suns erased an 11-point
deficit in the third quarter to
take a 94-92 lead going into the
fourth. Eric Gordon and the re-
cently acquired Royce O’Neale
hit back-to-back 3-pointers early
in the final period to push Phoe-
nix ahead 103-94.

The Kings fought back, tying it
at 108 on a putback by Doman-
tas Sabonis with 5:25 left. The
game stayed tight the rest of
the way, and O’Neale’s 3-pointer
with 47 seconds left put the Suns
up 122-118.

Fox responded with a 3 to cut
the margin to 122-121 with 41 sec-
onds remaining, but Booker hit
a jumper after a timeout for a
124-121 advantage and the Suns
made enough free throws on the
final possessions to stay in con-
trol.

AP

Detroit Pistons center Jalen Duren, left, steals the ball from Los An-
eles Lakers forward LeBron James during the first half of an NBA
basketball game, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo)
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Guardiola hails dazzling De Bruyne as Man City

cruise towards Champions

COPENHAGEN

EP Guardiola
hailed Kevin
De  Bruyne’s
form “extraor-
dinary” after the Belgian
was involved in all three
goals as Manchester City
beat FC Copenhagen
3-1 on Tuesday to close
in on the Champions
League quarter-finals.

De Bruyne’s early
opener was cancelled
out against the run of
play by Magnus Matts-
son.

Bernardo Silva re-
stored City’s lead be-
fore half-time, but they
had to wait until stop-
page time to add fur-
ther punishment for
the hosts when Phil
Foden turned home De
Bruyne’s cut-back.

De Bruyne was side-
lined for five months
by a hamstring tear suf-
fered on the opening
night of the Premier
League season in Au-
gust.

But since his return
last month, the 32-year-
old has scored two goals
and provided seven as-
sists in seven appear-
ances.

“Extraordinary,” said
Guardiola of De Bruyne’s
statistics. “The biggest
players love to appear in
the biggest stages.

“It’s the hour of truth

when you are in the
last 16 of the Champi-
ons League and we start
well.”

The English champi-
ons have now won 11
consecutive games in
all competitions as they
remain on course to re-
peat last season’s treble
of Champions League,
Premier League and FA
Cup.

Copenhagen had not
played a competitive
game for two months
since sealing their place
in the last 16 by dump-
ing out Manchester
United and Galatasaray
in the group stages.

“They had a great
group stage so we had to
respect them,” said De
Bruyne. “We started re-
ally well but I think we
made one mistake and
they pounced on it.

“We played a really
good game. In the sec-
ond half we created a lot
of chances, could have
scored more and luck-
ily in the end we scored
the third one, so it is a
little bit of an advantage
now.”

That lack of match
sharpness from the Dan-
ish champions showed
in the early stages as
City stormed out of
the blocks. De Bruyne
headed a  glorious
chance wide and Kamil
Grabara denied Ruben

A A B T

Dias with a fine save in-
side six minutes.

The former Liver-
pool goalkeeper had no
chance when De Bruyne
broke the deadlock
on 10 minutes with a
clinical low finish from
Foden’s pass.

Jack Grealish had been
surprisingly handed just
his second start of the
year by Guardiola, but
the England internation-
al lasted just 15 minutes
before he pulled up with
a suspected groin injury.

Sir Jim Ratcliffe gains Premier
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League approval over
Manchester United sale

By Tom Morgan

SIR Jim Ratcliffe hasreceived Pre-
mier League directors and owners’
test approval for his 25 per cent
purchase of Manchester United.

A deal will be completed within
days as the Football Association
signs off a final agreement af-
ter Ratcliffe extended his purchase
offer until the end of this week.

United’s Class A shares rose more
than six per cent to $21 (£16.57) in
post-market trading after the ten-
der offer deadline was extended to
Friday from Tuesday.

Club filings to the US Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC)
overnight confirm the league has
privately approved the deal. On
Tuesday, the Premier League sepa-
rately confirmed its board had ap-
proved both Ratcliffe’s acquisition
and pledged “further investment”.

“The Board agreed to the change
of the club’s ownership structure
last week, and this has now been of-
ficially ratified by an Independent
Oversight Panel,” a statement from
the competition said, adding that
the league’s Owners’ Charter has
also been signed.

“This is the first acquisition of
Control to be reviewed and ap-
proved by a new Independent
Oversight Panel following changes
to the process which were agreed
by Premier League clubs in March
2023. The Premier League now
awaits confirmation of the transac-
tion’s completion.”

Filings confirm there is no doubt
as far as United’s shareholding set-
up is concerned that the Ratcliffe
deal will be done. By Feb 9, around
36.7 per cent of the outstanding
Class A Shares had been “validly
tendered (and not validly with-
drawn) pursuant to the Offer,” the
documents confirm.

Premier League approval for the
deal is confirmed in the filing’s offer
terms. “Premier League Approval”
has “already been obtained”, the
document confirms, but the Foot-
ball Association Approval is still
awaited. Ratcliffe, 71, has agreed to
gain complete control of football
operations as part of his deal for a
minority shareholding but the Glaz-

ers have since agreed that Ineos
should have a broader influence
encompassing key decisions across
the business. Telegraph Sport de-
tailed last week how plans include
eventually creating a “Wembley
of the North” under an ambitious
90,000-seater redevelopment of
Old Trafford.

The Ratcliffe deal is now all-but-
done after an extraordinary saga
which saw the Glazers first start
exploring a sale in November 2022.

A bump in share values overnight
erased losses from earlier in the
trading day on Monday amid specu-
lation over whether the offer would
be extended. In December, Ratcliffe
agreed to buy the stake by allowing
investors to swap about one-quar-
ter of their Class A stock holdings
for $33 per share, well above the
current market price.

As of the close of Friday, 19.4 mil-
lion shares had been validly ten-
dered, according to the regulatory
filing - which means Ratcliffe has al-
ready passed the threshold to com-
plete his deal.

United’s American owners are set
for a cash windfall of around £715
million from the sale of B shares
to Ratcliffe. That eye-watering sum
adds to earnings of around £465
million through past sales of A
shares and around £150 million in
dividend payments.

However, it was announced in
previous regulatory filing that there
will be no dividends paid for at
least three years under Ratcliffe’s
deal with the Glazers. United were
acquired by the Glazers for around
£790 million in a hostile takeover in
2005, since when around £1 billion
has been sucked out of the club in
debt repayment, interest and man-
agement fees to service the lever-
aged buyout.

In addition to purchasing the
Glazer shares, Ratcliffe - through
his Isle of Man investment vehicle
Trawlers Ltd - is buying up to 25 per
cent of Class A shares at the same
$33 per share price so as to mini-
mise any risk of legal action from
other minority shareholders such
as Eminence Capital, Lindsell Train
and Ariel Investments.
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City had enjoyed near-
ly 80 percent possession
and barely let Copenha-
gen inside their half for
the first 35 minutes, yet
were made to pay for
one moment of sloppi-
ness.

Ederson’s poor clear-
ance was straight into
the path of Mohamed
Elyounoussi and his
blocked shot fell to Matt-
son to mark his debut
with a stunning strike
from outside the box.

City regained their
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Kevin De Bruyne (right) was involved in all three Manchester City goals in Copenhagen. AFP

composure and the lead
before half-time.

Mattson was unfortu-
nate as his attempted
clearance ricocheted off
De Bruyne and perfectly
into the path of Silva to
flick beyond Grabara.

The Copenhagen goal-
keeper kept his side in
the tie in the early stages
of the second period
with spectacular stops
to deny De Bruyne and
Doku.

Grabara then twice
won a head-to-head bat-
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tle with Haaland in stop-
page time.

City were Lkeen to
build up a comfortable
advantage with the sec-
ond leg falling between
crucial Premier League
games against Manches-
ter United and Liver-
pool next month.

And they finally got
the third goal that should
kill off the tie when the
in-form Foden slammed
home his 15th goal of the
season as City extended
their unbeaten run in

European competitions
to 21 games.

Meanwhile, Leipzig
were left to rue a contro-
versial disallowed goal
in Tuesday’s 1-O home
loss to Real Madrid in
their last 16 Champions
League clash.

Leipzig striker Benja-
min Sesko scored in the
second minute but the
linesman raised his flag
for offside.

Replays showed Sesko
was clearly onside but
VAR did not overturn
the decision.

Another Leipzig play-
er, Benjamin Henrichs,
was offside and despite
not touching the ball,
was adjudged to have
been in the goalkeeper’s
line of sight.

Madrid’s Brahim
Diaz scored a stunning
solo goal early in the
second-half to decide
the first-leg match.

While praising Diaz’s
“dream goal”, Leipzig
coach Marco Rose told
reporters the decision
was wrong.

“There was a goal
which  should have
counted” Rose said,
explaining “if we were
playing a goal up, may-
be things would have
turned out differently”.

Rose found some un-
likely support from Ma-
drid midfielder Toni
Kroos, who agreed the

quarters

goal should have stood.

“He called it offside
because he said he ob-
structed him (Real’s
goalie). The goalkeeper
would not have got to
the ball, so it was a goal.”

Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti told reporters
“you have to ask the ref-
eree” about the contro-
versial call, explaining
“I think he said the goal-
keeper was bothered by
the (Leipzig) player”.

Asked if referee Irfan
Pelito, who was tak-
ing charge of his eighth
match in the Champions
League, had shown his
inexperience in making
the call, Rose shot back
“I'm not angry with the
referee -- 1 don’t want
to start a refereeing de-
bate.”

“It was a mistake. I
think we all saw it was
not the right decision.
I also make mistakes --
sometimes two or three
per day. What’s impor-
tant is that you fix them
-- and that you try and
do it better next time.”

Rose said his team still
had a good chance of
progressing to the quar-
ter finals, saying “we
want to show ourselves
in Madrid”.

“We want to be the
best we can for Madrid,
we want to be the most
difficult we can be.”

AFP

PSG and

In happier times: Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo with Nasser Al-Khelaifi at the

Parc de Princes. Agencies
PARIS

TENSIONS  between
Qatar-owned PSG and
the mayor of Paris over
the club’s stadium have
deepened, raising fur-
ther doubts about the fu-
ture home of the capital’s
top side as they chase
a ninth Ligue 1 title in 11
seasons.

Paris  Saint-Germain
chairman Nasser Al-
Khelaifi and Paris Mayor
Anne Hidalgo were once
seen regularly smiling to-
gether in the VIP seats of
the Parc des Princes sta-
dium, but are no longer
on speaking terms after a
series of clashes.

Atthe heart of the quar-
rel is Khelaifi’s desire to
buy the 48,000-seater
stadium from the city,
which  Hidalgo’s lef-
twing adminstration has
blocked over the past
year, most recently in a
vote by the city council
on February 6.

“We've wasted years
wanting to buy the Parc,”
Khelaifi said angrily last
week on the sidelines of
a meeting of European
football’s governing body
UEFA. “It’s over now. We
want to move from the

Parc.”

In other acidic com-
ments, he suggested last
month that racism was
playing a part -- “is it be-
cause we are Arabs?” he
asked the Parisien news-
paper -- and he has called
for “respect” from the
mayor’s office.

The stakes are high for
PSG which wants to fol-
low the model of other
major European football
clubs by developing hos-
pitality facilities at the
stadium and increasing
its capacity to 60,000
seats.

The row underlines the
prominent role of public

authorities in French
sports where even elite
clubs rarely possess
their own grounds, un-
like in Britain or Germa-
ny where private owner-
ship is the norm.

PSG signed a 30-year
lease for the Parc in 2013
-- two years after the Qa-
tari state-backed take-
over of the club -- mean-
ing they are committed
in theory to 2043 unless
there are clauses allow-
ing them to break the
contract.

- ‘Never leave’ -
For the city, seeing PSG
leave would be a disas-

. GWlJl by David Chikoko

ter, with the capital lack-
ing another sports club
capable of selling out
the Parc’s vast steeply
banked stands in the up-
market 16th district of
western Paris.

“We don't want to
carry on talking to PSG
through the media,”
Paris’ deputy mayor Em-
manuel Gregoire told
reporters on Sunday.
“We’ve got things to say
to them and we imagine
they’ve got things to say
to us.

“What we want is to get
back to work without fur-
ther comment. PSG will
never leave the Parc des
Princes.”

Sources within the
mayor’s office said in the
past that Hidalgo was ini-
tially open to discussing
a sale of the Parc at the
right price, before nego-
tiations broke down.

An initial offer of 40
million euros ($43 mil-
lion) from PSG was seen
as derisory, with Gre-
goire joking that the club
valued their premises -- a
protected 1972 building
-- less than their former
Argentine midfielder Le-
andro Paredes who cost
47 million euros.

Most observers see the
clash as a game of brink-
manship, with PSG hav-
ing no easy options to
move from their home
since 1974 and the city

Paris mayor see red in stadium dispute

having lots to lose if its
prestigious tenant walks
away.

PSG let it be known
they were interested in
buying the much larger
Stade de France, the na-
tional sports stadium
north of Paris, but de-
cided against submitting
a bid before the dead-
line at the beginning
of January. At 48,000
seats, the Parc’s capac-
ity is significantly below
equivalents in Britain, It-
aly, Spain or Germany,
where most of the top
sides have 60,000 or
more.

- No easy options -

The French club have
found an ally in Valerie
Pecresse, the right-wing
head of the greater Paris
region, who is a fierce po-
litical and personal rival
of Hidalgo.

Pecresse has publicly
offered to help find land
for PSG in the region,
which  Gregoire has
termed a “stab in the
back”, according to the
BFM channel.

Pierre Rabadan, in
charge of sports at Paris
city hall, said last week
that his door remained
open, saying that there
were “other options that
exist” for PSG other than
the acquisition of the sta-
dium.

AFP
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Coastal Union,

Dodoma Jiji
brace for a
close encounter

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

IN the evening, Coastal Union will look to
extend their recent decent run of form when
they welcome Dodoma Jiji to Mkwakwani Sta-
dium in Tanga in the NBC Premier League.

The home team currently sit in sixth place
in the table, just two points adrift of the CAF
Confederation Cup spot.

They are also 10 points clear of the direct rel-
egation teams.

David Ouma’s team has been difficult to
beat lately in the league, as they head into this
game on the back of a five-game unbeaten run,
having recorded four wins and one draw in the
run.

There have been wins over Kagera Sugar and
Geita Gold at home in the NBC Premier League
and Greenland FC at home in the Federation
Cup.

Coastal Union also picked up the maximum
points in the league thanks to a 1-O victory
away to JKT Tanzania.

The goalless draw with KMC on Monday ex-
tended a strong recent defensive run in the top
flight for David Ouma’s team, as they have now
kept clean sheets in all their three previous
league games.

Ouma may stick with a similar XI despite the
short turnaround from Monday.

Ley Matampi, who leads the clean sheets
charts with seven, will continue between the
sticks.

Captain Jackson Shiga, Miraj Hassan, Felly
Mulumba and the ever-impressive Lameck
Lawi will form the backline.

Charles Semfuko, Roland Beauko, Gerald
Gwalala, Dennis Modzaka and Paulin Kasindi
will operate in midfield while Chrispin Ngushi,
who is on loan from Young Africans, is likely to
lead the line.

Dodoma Jiji come into the match having
drawn 1-1 with Mashujaa at home last weekend.

The visitors are in seventh place on 19 points.

Dodoma Jiji have been poor travellers of late,
as they have lost all their recent three games
on the road.

They have lost to Tanzania Prisons, Namun-
go and Young Africans in their past three trav-
els.

However, Dodoma Jiji can head into today’s
contest with optimism having won three of
their last seven meetings with Coastal Union,
including their last trip to Mkwakwani last sea-
son.

They also won the reverse fixture 2-1 when
the two sides met at the start of the campaign
in August.

There is a full squad for coach Francis Bara-
za to choose from with forwards Hassan Mwa-
terema, January Jabir, Yassin Mgaza and Peter
Kasunda all available.
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By Correspondent Michael
Mwebe

ITLE challeng-

ers Simba travel

to Major General

Isamuhyo sta-
dium to face a faltering JKT
Tanzania side in the NBC
Premier League this after-
noon.

Abdelhak  Benchikha’s
side did what they had to
do with a hard-fought vic-
tory over Geita Gold on
Monday, closing the gap on
leaders Young Africans to
seven points.

The Msimbazi Reds are
now second on the table
with 33 points and maxi-
mum points off the army
side will take them to with-
in four points of Young Af-
ricans.

Simba SC now take aim at

llmplngJKT Tanzania

Their record over JKT
Tanzania should give them
plenty of confidence be-
fore they also face bottom-
placed Mtibwa Sugar on
Sunday.

In the six latest competi-
tive meetings with JKT Tan-
zania, Simba have won five
and lost only one.
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The next Dar derby does
not come around until the
penultimate month of the
campaign, so perfection
must be maintained if Sim-
ba want to stay in the title
race heading into April.

Despite the gulf in class
between the two sides,
Simba goalkeeping coach

Daniel Cadena (pictured) is
anticipating a demanding
match given JKT Tanzania’s
precarious position on the
table and the quick turn-
around of games.

“It will be a difficult
game, especially consider-
ing our opponents are not
in a good position but we
are ready to face them,”
said Cadena during the pre-
match press.

With Henock Inonga out
of contention due to his
late involvement in the Af-
rican Cup of Nations with
DR Congo, Kennedy Juma
should once again contin-
ue to partner Che Malone
Fondoh in an otherwise
unchanged backline, which
will comprise Shomari Ka-
pombe and Mohamed Hus-
sein.

On the back of his win-
ner against Geita Gold, Ba-
bacar Sarr has surely done
enough to retain his place
in the midfield where he
should be joined by Fabrice
Ngoma and Sadio Kanoute.

On the flip side, JKT
Tanzania’s dismal record
against Simba falls in line
with their recent form too,
as they slid down the table
late in 2023.

After looking like con-
tenders to finish fourth ear-
lier in the season, they now
find themselves six points

behind KMC in that posi-
tion.

Malale Hamsini’s side
won 14 points from their
opening nine games and
sat just behind the top
three, but they have taken
just two points in the fol-
lowing five matches.

A 1-0 home defeat by
Coastal Union last time out
means that they have won
just one of the previous
seven games in the league.

Their recent poor run
has left JKT Tanzania in
12th place in the table, only
kept out of the relegation
zone by goal difference.

With no games to catch
up on, this will be their first
league outing since Decem-
ber.

The prolonged break
may have robbed them of
the match practice to build
up a head of steam before
Simba’s visit, but it has pro-
vided plenty of time for
players to return from in-
jury.

JKT were also active in the
December-January transfer
window with six arrivals.
And against Simba, they
could unleash new signings
Matheo Anthony, a striker
that joined from Mtibwa
Sugar, Shiza Kichuya, who
arrived from Namungo, and
Gamba Matiko poached
from JKU.

Aces A outfit clobbers TCA Combine

By Guardian Cor-
respondent

ACES A cricket side
has shown intention
to emerge as a domi-
nant force in the 2024
Tanzania Cricket As-
sociation (TCA) Dar 50
Overs Cup’s Division A,
cruising to a nine-wick-
et drubbing of the TCA
Combine in Dar es Sa-
laam recently.

The TCA Combine,
mostly made up of
young cricketers, won
the toss, elected to bat,
and was skittled for 54
runs in 19.2 overs of the
50-over tie which took
place at Leaders Club
venue.

Aces A outfit made
the most of its chance
to bowl after getting
Abdullah Jabiri -one
of two TCA Combine
senior players- out in
his very first ball of the
match, having been
dismissed by pacer Ali
Mpeka.

Before Jabiri’s dis-
missal, TCA batsmen
Ally Hassan and Amir
Sadiki put some decent
resistance right up to
the time professional
cricketer Arun Yadav
bowled for Aces A.

Yadav, who showed
his class with the bat
for Aces A in the previ-
ous clash versus Strikers
Club, ran rings around
the TCA Combine young
batsmen on a wicket
which made it difficult
for the batsmen to score
runs.

He experienced a sim-
ilar situation in a previ-
ous fixture which had
him bowling on a wicket
that had nothing to offer
to the bowlers.

Yadav efficiently used
his craftsmanship with
the ball and he, as was
the case for fellow bowl-
er Jatin Prajapati, got
through the defense of
all TCA Combine bats-
mern.

Darji, who was spin-
ning beautifully, also

Aces A cricket outfit's Arun Yadav (L) is pictured receiving the Player of the

Match prize from Sunni Muslim Jamaat’s Sports Head, Yasser Abdulhamid, upon
conclusion of the 2024 Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA) Dar 50 Overs Cup’s
Division A tie pitting Aces A against TCA Combine that took place at Dar es Salaam’s
Leaders Club venue recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF ACES CRICKET CLUB

showed his class in the
duel, inviting the TCA
batsmen to play shots
and eventually getting
the better of them.

Aces A squad did not
have much resistance
from the TCA Combine
batsmen, with Hassan-
the Aces A cricketer
loaned out to TCA Com-
bine, playing some eye-
catching shots.

The youthful Hassan
was the only TCA Com-
bine player with a two-
digit figure in the en-
counter after posting 26
runs whilst clearing the
boundary on four occa-
sions.

The promising crick-
eter drove, cut, and
swept deliveries by Aces
A’s bowlers and- in his
brief and effective stay

at the wicket- played
well but the cricketer
was ultimately  dis-
missed by Prajapati who
was bowling beautifully.

The TCA Combine
was ultimately all out in
19.2 overs, with Aces A’s
Yadav and Prajapati tak-
ing four wickets apiece.
Yadav gave away 12 runs
in his seven-over stint,
whereas Prajapati con-

ceded 10 runs in 4.2
overs.

Aces A team, in re-
sponse, easily got down
to a successful chase
having notched 55/1 in
7.5 overs. The side, as a
result, commanded its
second victory in a row.

The outfit’s skipper
Asif Butt got out off
the very first ball of
TCA Combine’s chase
and was replaced by
a 13-year-old cricketer
Salman Yasser.

Yasser, along with
Yadav who is also the
youngster’s coach, stood
until the end scoring 12
runs not out whilst nail-
ing one four, whereas
Yadav ended with 30
runs not out, which in-
cluded five fours, off 21
balls.

Yadav has proved to
be a worthy addition to
Aces Cricket Club given
the cricketer has, for
the second consecutive
clash, bagged the Player
of the Match prize.

He was closely chal-
lenged by his protege,
Prajapati, who also took
four wickets against TCA
Combine and was spin-
ning the ball- whereas
Yadav was seaming the
ball beautifully.

This year, Aces Crick-
et Club has made great
strategic moves when it
comes to signing crick-
eters, having roped in
experienced players like

Alisahib Bukhari, Yadav,
and the youthful Yasser.
Yasser turns out to be
the youngest cricketer
in this season’s Division
A showdown- facing the
top-line bowlers.

Aces Cricket Club’s
founder Azim Thakur
revealed his outfit has,
for 10 years, been work-
ing with junior cricket-
ers who are part of the
TCA development pro-
gram.

The senior cricketer
pointed out that the
side has now decided
to bring in professional
coaches from India and
Zimbabwe to coach the
club’s cricketers under
the program aimed at
developing cricket in
Tanzania.

Thakur disclosed
there are a few others
who are also nurtured
by the outfit, adding it
has decided to bring in
some youngsters and he
promised the best is yet
to come.

All  domestic club
tournaments super-
vised by TCA are, this
year, backed by the as-
sociation, which is all
out to boost the sport’s
promotion at the do-
mestic level.

There are no entry
fees imposed on any of
the participating outfits,
as per the association’s
regulations.

Thakur stated credit
should go to the newly-
elected TCA Chairman,
Sreekumar, and the
association’s other of-
ficials including vice-
chairman, Ashish Nage-
wadia.

. FlEXi b I eS by David Chikoko
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