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BUSINESS
Eni to focus on saving 
African forests to 
offset CO2 emissions

 ROME 

Eni’s plan to offset emissions from its oil and gas operations will focus on working with African communities to prevent deforestation.
The project is part of the Italian energy giant’s goal of removing the equivalent of 20 million tons a year of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere by 2030. On top of efforts to improve operational efficiency and minimize waste, the forest initiative would result in net zero emissions from its upstream fossil fuels business, Eni says.

The company has clarified its plans after the initial announcement in March appeared to involve planting 
 na ,stserof wen fo serca noillim 02

area roughly the size of the US state of South Carolina. While Eni’s initiative will involve planting some new trees, the main focus is on preserving mature forests “which play a crucial role to absorb CO2 from the atmosphere,” the company said.
“We pursue an approach which ai

 tnemeganam elbaniatsus eht ta sm
of forests, their conservation, and enhancement of forest carbon stocks, also leveraging local population as crucial players,” an Eni spokesperson said.

Industry plans

The Italian company will spend about 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion) 
 ot sevitaitini ”ymonoce ralucric“ no

reduce emissions over the next four years. Other oil majors have also turned to the forests to offset their climate change footprint.
Eni’s European rival Royal Dutch Shell plans to plant and conserve trees to offset emissions through a $300 million investment over three years. The company will provide carbon credits to its diesel and gasoline customers in the Netherlands. Total expects to invest about $100 million in forests starting in 2020.

The oil and gas explorer said it will develop forestry  hguorht stcejorp 
REDD+, a program to reduce emissions stemming from deforestation or forest degradation. The company has 

 ,aibmaZ htiw spihsrentrap demrof
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Mexico and Brazil. Talks are underway to develop 

 ,aisenodnI ,ognoC ni sevitaitini wen
Mozambique and Ghana, it said.

The strategy includes growth in Eni’s portfolio of low- or zero-carbon energy sources, with an increasing share of gas, biofuels, solar, wind, and “a circular approach to maximize the use of waste as a feedstock and to transform and extend the life of industrial sites,” the company said.

MITIGATION 

Deputy Minister for Communication, Transport and Works, Atashasta Nditiye (L) listening to Airtel Tanzania Marketing Manager, Baraka Ndelele when he visited the company’s pavilion 

during an exhibition to mark ten years of Universal Communication Access Fund held in Dodoma last week. Photo: courtesy of Airtel.

 THE HAGUE 

A Dutch court said on Wednesday it has jurisdiction to hear a damages suit brought against Royal Dutch Shell by four widows of activists executed by the Nigerian government in 1995.In a preliminary decision, judges at the Hague District Court said they would allow the suit to go forward, a rare win in a decades-long legal fight, though the claimants must still prove 
 gniodgnorw seined llehS .esac rieht

or responsibility.
“The court considers itself capable” of hearing the case, said presiding 

judge Larissa Alwin, reading the decision of a three-judge panel. “This procedure will continue.”
Dutch courts do not award large punitive damages claims, though the case has the potential to embarra

 a edivorp dna llehS ss
measure of comfort for the activists’ families if it finds the company bears responsibility in their deaths.

The
 puorg a erew detucexe nem 

that became known as the “Ogoni Nine” - activists who included writer Ken Saro-Wiwa. They had protested against Shell’s exploitation of the Niger Delta until they were arrested 

and hanged after a trial widely seen as flawed. Relatives have  thguos 
to hold the Anglo-Dutch energy company partially responsible in foreign courts, after exhausting legal possibilities in Nigeria.

Shell, headquartered in the Hague, paid $15.5 million to victims’ families in the United States in a 2009 settlement in which it also denied any responsibility or wrongdoing. The US Supreme Court rejected US jurisdiction in 2013.
“I am glad that the (Dutch) court has found it has jurisdiction,” said lead plaintiff Esther Kiobel, whose 

husband Barinem Kiobel was among the executed activists. “My husband was killed like a criminal. I want him to be exonerated.”
Judge Al

 eht taht denoituac niw
three-judge panel did not agree with assertions by the widows that Shell should have done more to prevent their husbands’ executions. 

 ot ynapmoc eht deredro ehs tuB

emucod revo nrut nts that could help the claimants’ case, including any evidence that Shell might have made payments to people who gave false information to Nigerian law-enforcement officials.

Dutch court to hear case against Shell from Nigeria activist widows

LITIGATION 

An emblem of Royal Dutch Shell at its main offices in Lagos, Nigeria.

Sunshine Group building 46bn/- explosives factory in Bagamoyo 

INVESTMENT 

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

C
onstruction work of a U$20 
million (over 46.01bn/-) 
factory to manufacture 
explosives for civilian use in Bagamoyo, Costal region is going on and will have capacity of 20,000 metric tons per annum.

The investment is being made by Poly Sunshine Chemical and Mining Services Limited which is a subsidiary of Sunshine Group of companies, will employ over 200 people directly. 
Sun

 ynoT ,namriahC s’puorG enihs
Sun said the factory will be completed 

in 12 months time and will begin manufacturing explosives for civilian use immediately. “The factory will be equipped with the most advanced 
 rof metsys erawtfos htiw yrenihcam

automatic control of the production process,” Sun said in Dar es Salaam during the weekend.
Sun the factory is expected to generate nearly U$30 million in sales annually while paying about U$ 5 million in taxes to Treasury. “This factory will also help save foreign currency which we use to import such explosives,” he noted while suggesting that the investment will help the country narrow its balance of trade 

deficit with other countries.
“Poly Sunshine is mainly engaged in manufacture and transporting of dynamites for mine blasting and other related products,” the Sunshine Group Chairman noted while pointing out that the company will  ni tsrfi eht eb 

Tanzania to manufacture explosives for civilian use.
He said while fully meeting the market demand for civilian explosives in 

 lliw yrotcaf eht ,tekram lacol eht
als

 gniruobhgien ot ssecxe tropxe o
countries of Democratic Republic 

 dna iwalaM ,ayneK ,)CRD( ognoC  fo
Zambia.

“In addition to drilling and blasting, we are also capable of providing customers with integrated services of shovelling, loading and transportation of explosives. The factory will also be 
im etis-no htiw deppiuqe
xed-loading trucks, which can provide large-scale mine users with various types of on-site production, distribution, charging of mixed explosive and other services,” Sun added. 

Sunshine Group has subsidiaries in edible oil manufacturing, transportation, agribusiness, trading and clearing and forwarding with its headquarters in Dar es Salaam.

Chairperson of Dar es Salaam Women Economic Empowerment Forum, Mariam Mungula, speaking at an event dubbed ‘A woman and the industrial economy’ organized by 

Coca-Cola Kwanza bottling company’s women in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Photo: Guardian Photographer.
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By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

THE government is to set up a new 
cancer screening and treatment facility 
in Arusha at the cost of 9bn/- in a bid to 
handle thousands of new cases recorded 
in the country every year.

The Director General of the Tanzania 
Atomic Energy Commission (TAEC) Prof 
Lazaro Busagala said here at the weekend 
that the facility will also manufacture 
cancer medicines for local demand and 
export to neighbouring countries. 

Prof Busagala noted that the centre 

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein has 
sent condolences to the family and workers of IPP 
Media following the passing of Dr Reginald Mengi, 
Executive Chairman of IPP Group of Companies.

Dr Mengi (77) died in the early hours of May 2, 
2019 at a hospital in Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

President Shein said: “I received with shock 
the news about the death of Dr Reginald Mengi. 
My condolence goes to his family, workers, the 
disabled, environmentalists, and all Tanzanians. 
May his soul rest in peace.”

He said that Zanzibar residents are mourning 

the late Dr Mengi, praying to Almighty God to 
give strength to his family and IPP Media workers 
during this sorrowful moment.

President Shein said the late Dr Mengi will 
be remembered for pioneering environment 
conservation campaigns. He said they worked 
together in a number of environment campaigns 
when Dr Mengi was the chairman of the National 
Environment Management Council (NEMC) and 
himself serving as Union Vice President.

The office of the Vice President is responsible 
for environment and Union matters.

He said Dr Mengi promoted intra-territorial 
trade within the East African Community (EAC) 

By Guardian Correspondent, Kigoma

TEN people have died and 12 injured in a grisly 
road accident at Murela village, Uvinza district in 
Kigoma region.

Kigoma Regional Police Commander Martin 
Otieno (pictured) linked the accident with over 
speeding and tyre burst which led to the driver 
of the T 247 BNG Toyota Hiace losing control. The 
accident occurred on Saturday evening.

Commander Otieno said the driver was trying 
to overtake another car when he had a tyre burst. 
Police are holding the driver, Rajab John who is 
hospitalized at the Maweni Regional hospital.

“The driver will be arraigned after completion of 
investigations,” he said.

Maweni Regional Hospital Supervisor, Ernest 
Joseph confirmed to have received eight bodies. He 
said that two out of the 12 injured had descended TURN TO PAGE 2

TAEC to host cancer 
treatment facility

Ten die in Uvinza road horror

Opinion Pg 9  
Start the Week with Cynthia Stacey  

into a coma and died while receiving treatment 
in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

The other seven injured persons were admitted 
at the hospital, while hospital officials are still 
looking for the mother of a three-month child 
who is among the accident victims admitted at 
the hospital’s children ward, he further noted.

One of the injured persons, Baraka Athumani 
(31) a resident of Kalenge village said he was 
heading to Kigoma town.

“The driver exceeded speed limits as he 
attempted to overtake another vehicle…our 
vehicle lost control after one of the back tyres 
ruptured,” he said.

In February this year, the chairman for 
the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security 
parliamentary committee, Mussa Zungu (Ilala, 
CCM) told the National Assembly that the 

will be located within TAEC premises 
and will be equipped with the Linear 
Accelerator—a device most commonly 
used for external beam radiation 
treatments for cancer patients. 

“Once operational, the facility will save 
the nation millions in foreign currency 
spent by the government in procurement 
of cancer medicines abroad,” Prof 
Busagala said.

Apart from its primary focus on cancer, 
the facility will also serve as a screening 
and research centre for a host of other 
human diseases, he stated. 

Since cancer is on the increase not 
only in Tanzania but other countries as 
well, medicines from the facility will be a 
foreign currency earner for the country as 
there is a ready market in the East African 
Community (EAC) and the Southern 
African Development Community 
(SADC), he also noted.

Speaking at the climax of this year’s 
World Cancer Day in Dodoma in February, 
the Minister for Health, Community 

Isles leader condolences 
laud work with Dr Mengi

Dr Mengi’s body 
arrival today: RC
charts route to 
Lugalo hospital
The RC yesterday appealed to city residents to come out in large 
numbers today and give a fitting reception to the late Dr Mengi as 
his body arrives in the city, as most of the late Dr Mengi’s adult life 
and most of his businesses are centred in the city

By Henry Mwangonde

AUTHORITIES in Dar es Salaam yesterday 
announced the route through which the body of 
the late Dr Reginald Mengi will pass upon arrival 
today afternoon from Dubai, in the United Arab 
Emirates, to give city residents an opportunity 
to see his coffin.

Dar es Salaam Regional Commissioner Paul 
Makonda told this paper in an interview that the 
hearse carrying Dr Mengi’s remains will move 
from the Julius Nyerere International Airport 
( JNIA) to Vingunguti, Buguruni, Karume, 
Kigogo, Magomeni, Magomeni Catholic Church, 

Tandale, Sinza Kijiweni, Bamaga, ITV, Mwenge and 
finally Lugalo military hospital.

The body will be preserved at the military 
hospital until tomorrow when it will lie in state for 
public viewing and last respects at the Karimjee 
Hall in Dar es Salaam.

The RC yesterday appealed to city residents to 
come out in large numbers today and give a fitting 
reception to the late Dr Mengi as his body arrives 
in the city, as most of the late Dr Mengi’s adult life 
and most of his businesses are centred in the city.

“We at the regional level are working with 
security agencies including the police traffic 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Mourners with disabilities arrive at the home of the late IPP Executive Chairman in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The body of Dr Mengi is 
expected to arrive in the country today.  Photo: Selemani Mpochi

TURN TO PAGE 2
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residents are mourning 
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to Almighty God to give 
strength to his family and 
IPP Media workers during 
this sorrowful moment
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division to ensure that security is 
tightened in all the places mentioned 
that the body will pass,” he said.

During the three days that the body 
will be in Dar es Salaam, the regional 
administration is prepared to ensure 
that security is tightened, he said.

He explained that on the first day, 
today the body will be arriving and 

tomorrow it will be taken to Karimjee 
Hall for last respects by the general 
public and Wednesday when it will be 
leaving for Machame in Kilimanjaro 
region for burial on Thursday.

“We are working closely with the 
family to ensure the programme is ob 
observed as planned,” he said.

The RC called upon Dar es Salaam 
residents to come out in  large numbers 
to pay their last respects to the man 

who dedicated his life to serving others.
RC Makonda said Dr Mengi raised his 

voice for street children, the disabled 
and he did this without expecting any 
return.

The late IPP Executive Chairman 
will be laid to rest on Thursday at his 
rural home in Machame, Hai District in 
Kilimanjaro Region.

His body is expected to be flown into 
the country via an Emirates regular 

flight on Monday from Dubai and it is 
expected to land at the Julius Nyerere 
International Airport ( JNIA) at around 
2PM.

Dr Mengi died on the wee hours of 
Thursday last week at a hospital in 
Dubai.

Various distinguished persons 
including President John Magufuli have 
poured their condolences following Dr 
Mengi’s demise.

FROM PAGE 1

when serving as chairman of the East 
African Business Council (EABC) in 
2008/2009.

“He will be remembered for 
improving the media fraternity since 
he was the first person to initiate the 
Excellence in Journalism Awards for 
journalists from the EAC,” said Dr 
Shein, underlining that the late Dr 
Mengi was a real patriot who supported 
national football teams, including the 
U-17 Serengeti Boys.

Dr Mengi’s story is narrated in his 
book: ‘I Can, I Must, I Will’ in which 
he shows how he was born into a 
poor family but managed to beat the 

circumstances and establish one of the 
largest business groups in Tanzania.

The late Dr Mengi studied 
accountancy and worked with Cooper 
Brothers in Britain, and after being 
accepted as a member of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of England 
and Wales, he returned to Tanzania in 
1971 where he was employed by the 
accounting firm Coopers & Lybrand 
(Tanzania).

He stayed with Coopers & Lybrand 
Tanzania (PriceWaterHouseCoopers, 
later) up to September 1989 serving 
as Chairman and Managing Partner. In 
October 1989, Dr Mengi left Coopers 
& Lybrand to concentrate on his own 
businesses.

FROM PAGE 1

number of traffic accidents in the 
country dropped by 15.2 per cent to 
1,272,998 between July and December 
2018 compared to 1,446,639 accidents 
recorded in the same period in 2017.

Zungu told the august House that 
despite the decrease in number of 
accidents, there was an increase of road 

users (drivers) who are less observant 
of traffic rules and regulations.

The committee underscored the 
need for government to review the 
Road Traffic Act, 1973 to successfully 
control road accidents.

Zungu said the reviewed law is 
expected to eliminate loopholes in the 
existing act by touching all areas which 
contribute to road crashes.

FROM PAGE 1

Ten die in Uvinza road horror

Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children, Ummy Mwalimu advised 
the public to ensure they seek early 
detection and thus treatment of cancer.

The country records 55,000 new 
cancer cases annually, she said, 
elaborating that 28,610 people die of 
cancer every year, equivalent to a half 
of new cancer cases reported annually.

Speaking during the opening of a 
breast cancer forum at the Muhimbili 
National Hospital (MNH) Mloganzila 
teaching hospital on the outskirts 
of Dar es Salaam last month, MNH 
Executive Director Prof Lawrence 
Museru announced the start of a new 
treatment technology without removal 
of the relevant organ.

The technology known as breast 
conserving surgery will be an 
alternative to mastectomy surgery, 
following the recent procurement 

of state-of-the-art cancer care and 
treatment equipment at the Ocean 
Road Cancer Institute (ORCI).

Breast cancer incidence rates are 
higher in high-income countries than 
in low- and middle-income countries 
but deaths are higher in low and 
middle income countries due to 
limited capacity for prevention, early 
detection and treatment programs, 
the don asserted. In Tanzania, breast 
cancer represents 14.4percent of new 
cancer cases among women, annually, 
he pointed out.

Breast cancer is the most common 
cause of cancer deaths among 
women worldwide, representing 25 to 
35-percent of all female cancer cases.

The lifetime risk for developing breast 
cancer in Tanzania is approximately 
1 in 20, and around half of all women 
diagnosed with breast cancer are likely 
to die of their condition, the director 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Mourners at Dr Reginald Mengi’s residence, Kinondoni district in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Selemani Mpochi

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

TANZANIA is set to take part in 
the ninth East African Petroleum 
Conference and exhibition to discuss 
investment opportunities to enhance 
socio-economic transformation.

This year’s conference is 
themed: “East African Region - the 
destination of choice for Oil and Gas 
Investment Opportunities to enhance 
Socioeconomic Transformation”.

Chairperson of the organizing 
committee, Marin Heya said over the 
weekend that over 1,000 local, regional 
and international delegates will be 
attending the three-day conference 
that will be in Mombasa from May 8.

“The conference will help attract 
investors on oil and gas into the region 
given the potential in the region,” Heya 
said in Nairobi.

He revealed that the Chinese geo-
spatial and survey firm BGP and 
CNOOC are among the companies that 
are expected to attend the three-day 
conference.

The official said that the East African 
Community (EAC) member states, 
including Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Rwanda, will also exhibit at the 
conference alongside international oil 
companies.

“We are also going to discuss a 
common legal and policy framework 
for countries in the region,” he added.

Heya noted that the conference is 
coming at a time when Kenya and 
Uganda have started drilling oil while 
Tanzania is exploring gas.

He revealed that Kenya is keen at 
marketing its oil blocks with the aim of 
attracting investors into the industry.

The Kenyan official said the 
conference is in line with the EAC 
Vision 2050 on the energy sector 
development that is aimed at ensuring 
sustainable, adequate, affordable, 
competitive, secure and reliable supply 
of energy to meet the regional needs at 
lower cost.

“By 2050, the region targets to 
transform the energy landscape to 
have efficient distribution of petroleum 
product with sufficient reserves,” Heya 
said.

The biennial conference has been 
going on since 2003 when the first 
conference was held in Kenya.

The Conference offers a wide range 
of technical presentations reflecting 
developments in the oil and gas 
industry in East Africa and around 
the world. It aims to provide a forum 
for discussing the legal and policy 
framework and the overall business 
environment prevailing in the region. 

The Conference also gives 
stakeholders in the oil and gas sector 
an opportunity to interact with EAC 
senior government officials and 
decision makers.

TAEC to host cancer 
treatment facility

By Guardian Reporter

A TOTAL of 91,442 candidates are 
expected to sit for Advanced Certificate 
of Secondary Education Examinations 
(ACSEE) that starts today across the 
country.

Executive secretary of the National 
Examination Council of Tanzania 
(Necta) Dr Charles Msonde said that  
12,540 other candidates will sit for 
certificate and diploma courses exams 
at teachers’ colleges.

Addressing journalists in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday Dr Msonde said that 
Form Six candidates have increased by 
4 per cent in 2019 compared to 2018, 
noting that candidates at teachers’ 

colleges increased by 41 per cent.
According to him, last year, 77,222 

candidates were registered for ACSEE 
and 7,422 candidates for teaching 
examinations. 

He said that out of 91,442 Form 
Six candidates, 80,305 are school 
candidates, while 11,117 are private 
candidates.

Dr Msonde said 46,224 candidates 
equivalent to 57.56 per cent of school 
candidates are male, while the 

remaining 34,081 candidates (42.44 per 
cent) are female.

He further revealed: “102 candidates 
have special needs. While 67 of them 
have low vision, 16 candidates are 
the blind, 18 are the deaf, while one 
candidate has mental disability.”

Dr Msonde said  that of the 64.68 per 
cent are male, whereas  3,927 others 
equal to 35.32 per cent are female.

According to him, 7,594 out of those 
registered for teaching examinations 

were expected to sit for diploma 
examinations, 4,946 others will sit for 
certificate in teaching examinations.

“Of the 7,594 diploma candidates, 
5,615 equivalent to 74 per cent are 
male, while 1,979 equal to 26 per cent 
are female,” he said, adding.

At least 2,795 candidates registered 
for certificate in teaching examinations 
equivalent to 57 per cent are male, 2,151 
others equal to 43 per cent are female, 
he said.

90,000 candidates to sit for 
this year’s Form Six exams

Azam Media Group Managing Director Tido Mhando interviewed by ITV presenter at Dr Reginald Mengi’s  residence, Kinondoni district in Dar es Salaam yesterday. 
Photo: Selemani Mpochi

Tanzania to take part in 
this year’s East African 
petroleum conference

Dr Mengi’s body: RC charts route to Lugalo hospital

Isles leader condolences 
laud work with Dr Mengi
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Supply brewery operations (BOP) planning and 
performance management (PPM) manager for Ab-inbev 
East Africa operations, Nancy Riwa, speaks during the 
women’s forum held in Dar es Salaam over the weekend.  
Right is head of communication and public relations at 
Vodacom Tanzania, Rosalynn Mworia. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA is set to test its first, 
maiden, cheaper and very superior 
own funded electric train.The train is 
tipped to be one of Africa’s high speed 
trains with projected speeds of up to 
160 mph.

Speaking at a historic event to launch 
the flash butt welding of the Standard 
Gauge Railway (SGR) exercise that took 
place at Soga in Coastal region outside 
Dar es Salaam, the Minister for Works, 
Transport and Communications, Eng. 
Isack Kamwele said first trials for 
speedy electric train will be conducted 
in July this year to cover a section of the 
SGR.

The first 300 km phase running 
from Dar es Salaam to Morogoro with 
6 stations in between will commence 

its operations in December this year. 
There will be three passenger trains in 
phase one at the starting point that will 
be taking daily round trips between 
the two cities. Each passenger train is 
capable of making 9 to 12 trips a day or 
even more.

The train will use concrete sleepers 
which improve durability and give the 
railway network capacity to carry up 
to 35 tonnes per axle loads. The rails 
can survive up to 40 years before any 
major repairs while the train bridge 
can survive up to 100 years.

So far, over 26,000 employment 
opportunities have been created by 
the US $1.9bn project and more job 
opportunities will be created in the 
second phase and subsequent ones 
and once the stations becomes fully 
operational.

By Guardian Reporter

THE World Food Programme (WFP) and Tanzania 
Agricultural Development Bank (TADB) have expressed their 
commitments in spearheading development of agricultural 
sector in the country.

A joint statement issued in Dar es Salaam yesterday said 
that the two partners in their recent meeting discussed 
current areas of collaboration and identified potential new 
areas of partnership.

“Innovation is a key element in the transformation of the 
agricultural sector in the country, both TADB and WFP are 
working to promote innovation in agricultural production 
systems in the country in varying ways,” reads the statement 
in part.

It pointed out that the Bank and WFP are working in 
partnership in implementing the Farm to Market Alliance 
(FTMA) project, a cooperation which has enabled TADB to 
provide loans of over  750m/- to eight maize farmer groups 
with a total of 867 farmers and about 2,789 acres in Ruvuma 
and Rukwa regions of the southern highlands.

“The plan is to explore ways to scale up the FTMA model 
and have more smallholders under this arrangement,” reads 
the statement.

It noted further that while the bank manages a fund that 
promotes innovation in rural Tanzania, WFP strives to be the 
field hub of innovation.

Together, the two entities have agreed to partner to devise 
methods that would contribute to the reduction of post-
harvest losses in grains thus increasing food production and 
bettering nutrition across the country.

The partners hinted that through the “Boresha Lishe 
project” implemented in Singida and Dodoma, food security 
has been greatly improved.

“The bank is working to develop schemes and methods 
that will increase crop diversification and improve access 
to finance and hence make its presence better felt in the 
regions,” reads the statement.

In line with the Agricultural Sector Development Plan 
(ASDP) II component of sustainable water and land use 
management, TADB is setting out to reach the objective of 
financing at least 20 irrigation schemes, promoting three 
alternative irrigation technology schemes, financing an agri-
park in the Lake Zone area and offering financing solutions 
to at least ten major projects related to climate change 
management.

WFP has expressed readiness to provide technical 
assistance as well as programme design and management 
to assist the bank in question to achieve this ambitious 
transformative objective.

The continued alliance between TADB and WFP provides 
farmers with the opportunity to secure affordable loans 
and agricultural technologies alongside other benefits, all of 
which are pivotal in raising farmers’ incomes and improving 
the livelihood of millions in Tanzania.

Govt set to test its first 
electric train in July

WFP and TADB 
emphasise 
innovations for 
agriculture

Innovation is a key ele-
ment in the transforma-
tion of the agricultural 
sector in the country, 
both TADB and WFP are 
working to promote in-
novation in agricultural 
production systems in 
the country in varying 
ways
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

ENTREPRENEURS have been 
urged to make use of the industrial 
sheds available in various regions to 
put up small industries under the 
guardianship of the Small Industries 
Development Organization (SIDO).

Speaking in Dodoma during the 
handover ceremony of three buildings 
constructed by the National Service 
Corporation Sole (  SUMA JKT), the 
Director General of SIDO, Prof Sylvester 
Mpanduji said the completion of the 
project symbolizes a commitment 
towards building a middle income and 
industrial base economy.

Prof Mpanduji noted that the sheds 
would also go a long way in enabling 
entrepreneurs find spaces to put up 
small factories and as a result uplift the 
sector.

“This is an opportunity for 
entrepreneurs in Dodoma Region to 
make use of this sheds to invest in a 
form of small industries under our 
guardianship, our role will be to ensure 
that there is efficiency and quality is 
harnessed,” Prof Mpanduji said.

He said that the buildings have cost 
a lot of cash from tax payers and thus 
SIDO was committed in ensuring 
that tenants are found to shun 
underutilization of resources.

“We (SIDO) have a role of advertising 
the buildings which have been put up 
in over five regions and make sure that 
they are occupied by entrepreneurs as 
was the intention of the government to 
use the  sheds to further the objective 
to build a middle income and industrial 

country by 2025,” he said.
He named the regions where the 

sheds have been put up as including 
Mtwara, Manyara, Geita, Kagera 
and now Dodoma, adding that 
information on how to invest in the 
buildings were available in SIDO’s 
regional offices.

“Our intention is to support 
entrepreneurs and uplift them from 
the lower class product of goods 
to middle and eventually become 
larger producers while insuring that 
they meet set quality standards and 
get certification from government 
agencies dealing with quality 
control,” he said.

Prof Mpanduji noted that the sheds 
are intended for small entrepreneurs 
only who are expected to move to other 
bigger facilities when they factories 
grow giving room to others to benefit 
as well.

He thanked the fifth phase 
government for having issued 5bn/- 
in the financial year 2017/18 which 
enabled the construction of over ten 
industrial sheds in various regions.

For his part, the Deputy Managing 
Director of SUMA JKT, Col. Ahmed 
Abbas Ahmed thanked SIDO and the 
government for having awarded the 
tender to the military promising to 
continue doing good and quality job 
for the long-term benefit of the people 
and the country.

The Dodoma SIDO Regional Manager,   
Sempeho Manongi said the completion 
of the project provides an opportunity 
to entrepreneurs in the region to invest 
in small industries.

By Felister Peter

A three years campaign to empower women and ensure 
their participation in decent work and social protection 
has been launched by the Tanzania Gender Networking 
Programme (TGNP).

The campaign dubbed “women labour, decent work and 
gender responsive public service” is also implemented in 
45 African countries. It is supported by Oxfam, Action Aid, 
Trade Union Congress of Tanzania (TUCTA) among others.

The campaign focuses on women’s labour force 
participation and access to decent work, recognition and 
redistribution of unpaid care-work and gender responsive 
public services, gender based violence at workplace, social 
protection rights and gender pay gap.

Launching the campaign in Dar es Salaam over the 
weekend, High Court Judge, Joaquine De-Mello asserted 
that social protection and decent work for both men and 
women are key elements as per the International Labour 
Organization (ILO).

According to De-Mello the campaign is vital since most 
of the women are engaged in the informal sector such as 
agriculture, hence missing some of their rights including 
social protection.

She challenged women to use the international Labour 
Day to discuss their employment rights as well as how they 
can engage men in bringing changes in the community.

Representing TGNP Executive Director, Gender and 
Human Rights Activist, Gemma Akilimali said through the 
campaign they are advocating for decent work but also 
equal payments to both, men and women.

“We are advocating for gender division of labour 
because most women are assigned to triple roles such as 
production, reproduction and community engagement 
which bars them from fully engaging in labour force 
participation. It’s time for women to demand for their 
rights”, she noted.

She said the many responsibilities that women have 
affects their participation in formal jobs as well as leadership 
positions while their counterparts do less of home 
responsibilities. She said the engagement of women in the 
informal sector leads to a number of challenges including 
poor coverage in social security and social protection.

Oxfam Country Director, Francis Odokorach said they are 
taking part in the campaign in support of women’s decent 
work, gender distribution of responsibilities and equal 
payments.

Action Aid board member, Dr Azaveli Rwaitama said; “It 
important for both men and women to be involved in home 
responsibilities since they all deserve decent work”.

Activist, Janeth Biseko insisted on the campaign to help 
rural women especially those engaged in agriculture. She 
said women should e empowered technologically as most 
of them miss job opportunities due to lack of computer 
skills.

A research conducted by Action Aid in 2018 shows that 
women participation is low since the national labour force 
participation rate for men is higher at 89.4 percent compared 
women’s’ 84.2 percent.

The data shows a noticeable gender gap among the regular 
adult employees where males account for 40.5 percent 
compared to females with 22.7 percent. Results also show 
a larger gender gap in regular adult employment in private 
sector where males accounts for 29.4 percent compared to 
females with 14.2 percent.

On income from employment, the monthly income in 2014 
was between 234,262/- and 278,748/- for males compared 
to 165,920/- for women. The results also indicate that paid 
employees have highest monthly income of  308,075/- 
followed by self- employed with an income of 215,541/- and 
agricultural employees who earn 131,943/- monthly.

TGNP launches  three-years 
campaign to empower women 

SIDO receives 3 industrial sheds
worth 850m/- from SUMA JKT

Indian High Commissioner to Tanzania, Sandeep Arya  talks with ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran Dar es Salaam,  Mousa Farhang  about photographic 
images that demonstrate  essential cultural values, human relationships and righteousness while touching upon the art, architecture, ornaments and costumes  of 
old Persian manuscript of Ramayana containing paintings and text at the on-going Ramayana photo exhibition at the India High Commission over the weekernd. 
Photo: Correspondent Beatrice Philemon
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By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nations Children 
Education Fund (UNICEF) has hailed 
efforts by the Zanzibar government in 
offering services to children including 
improving health and education 
sectors.

Outgoing UNICEF country Director 
to Tanzania Maniza Zaman made the 
remarks at State House in Zanzibar 
when she held talks with Isles’ 
President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein.

The envoy who was in Zanzibar to 
bid farewell to President Shein said 
the Zanzibar government has achieved 
various successes in taking care of 
children by ensuring that they get 
their basic rights including health and 
education.

The outgoing UNICEF country 

chief said the agency will continue to 
support the Zanzibar government in 
its endeavors which includes reducing 
maternal deaths.  

She hailed Dr Shein for the efforts 
to control Gender Based Violence and 
violation of children rights as well as 
fighting diseases such as malaria and 
cholera.

She added that Unicef will continue 
with its various programmes in 
Zanzibar including empowering 
children economically and many 
others. In His remarks, Zanzibar 
president Dr Shein thanked UNICEF for 
supporting Zanzibar and specifically 
thanked the former country director 
for the agency as well the outgoing UN 
agency boss for a job well done during 
his time in the country.

Dr Shein said Unicef  has a big history 

in development issues with Zanzibar 
including improving the education and 
health sectors especially to women 
and children. Dr Shein said Zanzibar 
will keep on working with various UN 
agencies including Unicef by ensuring 
that they receive their basic rights such 
as education and health.

Maniza Zaman has been the Unicef 
Tanzania representative since January 
2016. Prior to this assignment Zaman 
was Deputy Director in Programme 
Division in UNICEF, New York. Her 
responsibilities included developing 
strategic management initiatives, 
planning and monitoring, leading 
the Division’s field engagement 
strategy, as well as providing specific 
programmatic and policy guidance 
for the Young Child Survival and 
Development cluster.

UNICEF hails Zanzibar for 
improving children’s health 
and education sectors

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

THE East and Southern Africa Breeding Network over 
the weekend launched the accelerated genetic gain in rice 
(AGGRI) project aiming at empowering women involved in 
rice value chain in the region. 

The launch of the project was on the sideline of the just-
concluded three-day 11th East and Southern Africa Breeding 
Network meeting held here.

Speaking soon after launching the initiative, representative 
of International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) for Eastern and 
Southern Africa, Abdelbagi Ismail said that the beneficiaries 
will be unified by a set of standards developed to make 
breeding decisions consistent with the demand of regional 
farmers, consumers and processors.

Funded by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), 
the initiative is also aimed at expanding International Rice 
Research Institute (IRRI)’s variety testing network into a 
globally aligned, modernized, rice breeding ‘community’ of 
practice’.

In another development, IRRI’s targets over the next three 
years will be to support Tanzania in achieving rice self-
sufficient and becoming an exporter of the commodity in 
the region.

The number and diversity of IRRI staff deployed in the 
country will at least double; rice production technologies 
that increase yield by at least 0.5 tonnes per hector will be 
delivered and adopted by farmers in pilot sites; and farmers, 
extension staff, seed technicians and researchers will be 
trained in various aspects of rice research.

He, however urged rice growers to embrace modern 
farming methods to increase production per acreage hence 
improve the  country’s food security.

He said that reports have it that most rice growers have   
been growing using traditional methods, with no application 
of fertilizer  and use of archaic farming tools, ending up 
getting little. 

“It is high time for farmers in the region to venture into 
the effective use of improved seeds and agricultural inputs 
to increase productivity,” he said.

Dr Hans Bhardwaj, plant breeding management leader 
at IRRI suggested the need for Africa to stop importing rice 
from outside the continent and instead increase production 
locally.

“Experts and decision makers should encourage farmers 
to venture into growing improved seeds and use modern 
farming practices.”

The meeting involved a number of stakeholders and 
rice breeders from eastern and southern countries such as 
Tanzania, Kenya, Burundi, and Mozambique.

Tanzania Agriculture Development Bank managing director Japhet Justine (5th L) together with World Food Programme 
Country director Wendy Bigham (3rd L) in a group photo with World Food Programme senior managerial (WFP) moments 
after their meeting in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Others are TADB Finance director Derick Lugemala (2nd  L), 
Michael Dunford (4th L) from WFP, Riaz Lodhi WFP, TADB planning, research and policy Dr. Nyankomo Marwa and right is 
TADB director of  credit and business management Augustino Chacha. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ESA launches 
project to 
empower 
women in rice 
value chain 

It is high time 
for farmers in 
the region to 
venture into the 
effective use of 
improved seeds 
and agricultural 
inputs to 
increase 
productivity
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa presents a certificate of participation to Vodacom Tanzania Plc Central Zone sales manager Grace Chambua during the 10th anniver-
sary of Universal Communications Service Access Fund in Dodoma over the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

STATE Minister from President’s Of-
fice in-charge Public Service and Good 
Governance George Mkuchika has dis-
closed  that the government is in the 
process of establishing Prevention and 
Combating of Corruption Bureau of-
fices in 21 districts.

Addressing more than 2500 personal 
secretaries who are converging in Aru-
sha for their annual general meeting, 
Captain Mkuchika said the move is tar-
geting to enforce anti-graft war across 
the country and that, the delegates are 
in better position to help the state on 
this front.

“Personal secretaries, see, hear and 
experience many things in their re-
spective public offices, which make 
you important tools in the war against 
corruption, helping the state organs 
through reporting such incidences,” 
said Mkuchika.

It was previously mentioned also 
that maintaining and keeping secrets 
among personal secretaries are of 
great concern, just as the country expe-
riences massive leakage of confidential 
information from public offices. These 
have been making rounds in online 
platforms and social media outlets, 
causing alarm.

That also became are among the 
observations made here during the 
premier sessions of the ongoing 7th 
Conference of the Tanzania Personal 
Secretaries Association (TAPSEA), tak-
ing place at the Simba Plenary hall of 
Arusha International Conference Cent-
er (AICC) here. 

More than 2300 personal secretaries 
from all over the mainland and Isles are 
gathering in Arusha for the 7th meet-
ing, with the theme ‘Time Management 
for better productivity,’ and according 
to the TAPSEA chairperson, Zuhura 
Maganga, the delegates need to learn 
the importance of integrity and confi-
dentiality.

“Personal Secretaries are important 

components of any institution, or-
ganization or ministry but their signifi-
cance have always been downplayed, 
or belittled to an extent of them losing 
morale,” reminded the chairperson of 
TAPSEA, who also advocated for the in-
crement of PS’s salaries and improved 
remuneration.

But for the other major concern it 
has been observed that most Personal 
Secretaries serving various offices in 
Tanzania are still stuck in the previous 
generation, the type who were trained 
on short-hand jotting and manual type-
writers and now it was thus time to up-
grade them so that they may fit into the 
new digital world.

Anneth Charles, the Secretary Gen-
eral of TAPSEA said the association 
has 1900 registered members and that; 
Zanzibar Isles have pumped in over 
100 personal secretaries to attend the 
2019 event.

The Tanzania Personal Secretaries 
Association (TAPSEA) though the two-
day conference and the third day’s An-
nual General Meeting, targets address 
the issue of the impact of Information 
and Communications Technology 
(ICT) in modern working environment 
plus the required training among per-
sonal secretaries and how the profes-
sion can be improved against the back-
drop of developments in science and 
technology.

The TAPSEA conference is third to 
be held at the national level in Arusha. 
The inaugural one was held in Arusha 
in 2011 and climaxed with some mem-
bers of the delegation fighting. 

The second meeting was held in 
Mwanza in April 2012. The third, well 
attended one returned in Arusha in 
May 2013.

The Arusha Conference this year has 
brought together nearly 2500 personal 
secretaries from government minis-
tries, institutions and private compa-
nies from both the Tanzania mainland 
and Zanzibar over 90 percent of these 
are women.

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

AMREF Health Africa has launched 
new CDC-supported project named 
“Afya Kamilifu” in Zanzibar that aims 
at scaling up HIV care and treatment 
efforts in the region joining the global 
efforts to end the AIDS epidemic by 
2030.

Speaking over the weekend at the of-
ficial launch of the project, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Health, 
Asha Abdallah Ali said that the Zanzi-
bar government will continue to sup-
port endeavors made by Amref Health 
Africa in the fight against HIV/Aids.

The PS urgedthe organization to in-
crease their efforts to special groups 
such as drug users, sex workers, and 
men who have sex with men, where the 
infection rate is high.

She however said that Zanzibar’s in-
fection rate remains at 1 per cent and 

the government is working hard to ad-
dress the vice.

She also urged Amref Health Africa 
to actively engage leaders at the grass-
roots levels by ensuring that people are 
aware of the disease.

Amref Health Africa country direc-
tor Florence Temu said the project is 
meant to boost the number of people 
who are HIV positive get healthcare 
services.

At the end of the day we want to 
ensure that all people who are HIV 
positive and those living with HIV/Aids 
understand their status and get treat-
ments, Temu said.

For his part, project manager, Ed-

win Kilimba said that for more than 
30 years Amref Health Africa has been 
working closely with the Tanzanian 
government in scaling up health ser-
vice system.

The five-year project is being imple-
mented in Tanga and Zanzibar in col-
laboration with The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) is 
the leading national public health insti-
tute of the United States. The CDC is a 
United States federal agency under the 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices and is headquartered in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Its main goal is to protect public 
health and safety through the control 

and prevention of disease, injury, and 
disability in the US and internationally.

 The CDC focuses national attention 
on developing and applying disease 
control and prevention. It especially 
focuses its attention on infectious dis-
ease, food borne pathogens, environ-
mental health, occupational safety and 
health, health promotion, injury pre-
vention and educational activities de-
signed to improve the health of United 
States citizens. In addition, the CDC re-
searches and provides information on 
non-infectious diseases such as obesity 
and diabetes and is a founding member 
of the International Association of Na-
tional Public Health Institutes.

AMREF Health Africa launches  new project 
to scaling up HIV care and treatment efforts

Government to open PCCB 
offices in 21 new districts
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

I
NTERNATIONAL Migratory Bird 
Day is a conservation initiative 
that brings awareness on 
conserving migratory birds and 

their habitats throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. This programme is 
dedicated to international conservation 
efforts and environmental education 
in Canada, the United States, Mexico, 
Central and South America, and 
the Caribbean. Originated by the 
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Centre, it 
is now coordinated by environment for 
the Americas.  

International Migratory Bird Day   
officially takes place on the second 
Saturday in May in the U.S. and 
Canada and on the second Saturday 
of October in Mexico, Central and 
South America, and the Caribbean 
each year. Recognizing that this date 
does not work well for all places or 
for the migratory birds themselves- 
sites host these programmes at their 
convenience throughout the year. 

This programme engages the general 
public to care about maintaining 
healthy bird populations and 
protecting breeding, non-breeding, and 
stop over habitats used by migratory 
birds. International Migratory Bird Day 
programs often are informal science 
education or informal science learning 
activities such as bird walks, art 
competitions, nature based festivals, 
and presentations. 

These programmes take place 
in a variety of settings such as 
zoos, aquariums, protected lands, 
biospheres, museums, and schools. 

Every year International Migratory 
Bird Day has a new conservation 
theme with corresponding artwork, 
educational materials, and activities. 

In 2006, the United Nations 
established World Migratory Bird Day 
to be held on the second weekend of 
May every year. The event was founded 

as an effort of the UN’s Agreement 
on the Conservation of African-
Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds to raise 
awareness of the migratory linkages 
between regions of the globe. World 
Migratory Bird Day events have been 
held in 118 nations. Each year, the 
United Nations announces a uniting 
theme for official events.   

The first such holiday was established 
by Charles Almanzo Babcock, the Oil 
City superintendent of schools, in 1894.  
It was the first holiday in the United 
States dedicated to the celebration of 
birds.  Babcock intended it to advance 
bird conservation as a moral value.  It is 
celebrated on May 4 of every year.  

National Bird Day is an annual 
holiday with half a million adherents 
who celebrate through birdwatching, 
studying birds, and other bird-related 
activities.  Bird adoption is a particularly 
important National Bird Day activity.  

According to the newspaper Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, many bird 
enthusiasts celebrate by adopting 
birds  and by educating future bird 
owners about the special issues 
involved with taking care of birds, 
including their  screaming, biting, 
constant cleanups, the need for daily 
interaction and a varied diet . The 
Avian Welfare Coalition’s National Bird 
Day campaign aims to improve the 
welfare of parrots and other birds by 
discouraging their purchase as pets, 
and encouraging the support of wild 
bird habitat conservation programmes 
and captive bird rescue organizations 
and sanctuaries. National Bird Day 
takes place every year on January 5. 

Since 1979, bird lovers in the United 
Kingdom have taken part in the annual 
Big Garden Birdwatch. In the annual 
event coordinated by the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds, up to half a 
million people spend an hour counting 
birds. 

We should be on the move to a 
safer world for migratory birds

Time of remembrance, reconciliation for 
those who lost their lives during WW 11

W
ORLD War II was the 
deadliest military 
conflict in history. An 
estimated total 70-85 

million people perished, which was 
about 3 per cent of the 1940 world 
population (est. 2.3 billion). 

  World War II fatality statistics vary, 
with estimates of total deaths ranging 
from 70 million to 85 million.  Deaths 
directly caused by the war military 
and civilians killed are estimated at 
50-56 million people, there were an 
additional estimated 19 to 28 million 
deaths from war-related disease and 
famine. 

Civilians deaths totaled 50 to 
55 million. Military deaths from 
all causes totaled 21 to 25 million, 
including deaths in captivity of about 
5 million prisoners of war. Statistics 
on the number of military wounded 
are included whenever available. 
More than half of the total number of 
casualties are accounted for by the 
dead of the Republic of China and of 
the Soviet Union. 

The government of the Russian 
Federation in the 1990s published an 
estimate of USSR losses at 26.6 million,  
including 8 to 9 million due to famine 
and disease.  These losses are for the 
territory of the USSR in the borders 
of 1946–1991, including territories 
annexed in 1939–40. The People’s 
Republic of China as of 2005 estimated 
the number of Chinese casualties in the 
Second Sino-Japanese War from 1937 to 
1945 are 20 million dead and 15 million 
wounded.  

In 2000, the total number of 
German military dead was estimated 
at 5.3 million by Rüdiger Overmans of 
the Military History Research Office 
(Germany); this number includes 
900,000 men conscripted from outside 

of Germany’s 1937 borders, in Austria, 
and in east-central Europe. Civilian 
deaths are not included.  However, 
in 2005 the German government put 
the war dead at 7,395,000 persons 
(including 4,300,000 military dead 
and missing) from Germany, Austria, 
and men conscripted from outside of 
Germany’s 1937 borders.  

The number of Polish dead are 
estimated to number between 5.6 and 
5.8 million according to the Institute 
of National Remembrance (2009).  
Documentation remains fragmentary, 
but today scholars of independent 
Poland believe that 1.8 to 1.9 million 
Polish civilians (non-Jews) and 3 
million Jews were victims of German 
Occupation policies and the war for a 
total of just under 5 million dead. 

The Japanese government as of 2005 
put the number of Japanese deaths at 
3.1 million.  

Compiling or estimating the numbers 
of deaths and wounded caused during 
wars and other violent conflicts is a 
controversial subject. Historians often 
put forward many different estimates 
of the numbers killed and wounded 
during World War II.  The authors of 
the Oxford Companion to World War 
II maintain that  casualty statistics 
are notoriously unreliable. Civilian 
casualties include deaths caused by 
strategic bombing, Holocaust victims, 
German war crimes, Japanese war 
crimes, population transfers in the 
Soviet Union, Allied war crimes, and 
deaths due to war related famine and 
disease. 

The sources for the casualties of the 
individual nations do not use the same 
methods, and civilian deaths due to 
starvation and disease make up a large 
proportion of the civilian deaths in 
China and the Soviet Union. 

By Issa Sikiti da Silva  

O
N a bus in Cotonou, Benin’s 
commercial capital, 
four Nigerian girls aged 
between 15 and 16 sit 

closely together as they are about to 
embark on the last part of their journey 
to Mali, where they are told that their 
new husbands, whom they never have 
met, await them.

They started off from their homes 
in Eastern Nigeria where their parents 
had reportedly agreed that they be 
“commissioned” to become the wives 
of Nigerian men living in Mali.

 “Four compatriots asked me to 
bring them young wives because they 
want to get married. I’m sure they will 
be happy,” a human smuggler, who 
only identifies himself as Wiseman, 
tells IPS as the bus prepares to depart 
for Bamako, Mali’s capital. IPS is not 
allowed to speak to the young girls, 
who appear anxious.

When asked if the girls’ parents 
are aware they have to travel to Mali, 
Wiseman says: “I negotiated with them 
and gave them something as a down 
payment for their dowries, which 
will surely help them [the parents] 
start a small business or buy seeds 
for farming. These kids should count 
themselves lucky because they will 
work and perform wives’ duties, so 
their lives should improve big time.”

But nobody knows the real intentions 
of the men who ”commissioned” these 
girls. Or if they exist.

Pathfinders Justice Initiative, 
an international non-government 
organisation dedicated to the 
prevention of modern-day sex slavery, 
says Nigeria is a source, transit and 
destination country when it comes 
to human trafficking with Benin 
City, in Nigeria’s Edo State, being 
an internationally-recognised sex 
trafficking hub.  

Nigeria ranks 32 out of 167 countries 
with the highest number of slaves (1,38 
million), according to the 2018 Global 
Slavery Index report. While Nigeria 
has the institutional framework and 
laws against trafficking, at least one 
million people are trafficked there 
every year, according to the country’s 
National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP). 

NAPTIP, working in collaboration 
with Malian authorities, recently said 
that nearly 20,000 Nigerian girls were 
forced into prostitution in Mali. The 
girls were said to be working in hotels 
and nightclubs after being sold to 
prostitution rings by human traffickers.

In West Africa, children remain the 
most vulnerable to trafficking.

The latest Global Report On 
Trafficking In Persons by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) found that young boys 
and girls where among those most  
trafficked in the region. 

At the end of April, Interpol 
announced that it rescued 216 trafficked 
victim—including 157 children—from 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Niger, Nigeria, 
and Togo. Interpol is part of a global 
task force formed to address human 
trafficking. 

Some of the trafficking victims were 
working as sex workers in Benin and 
Nigeria, while others worked all day in 
markets and at various eating places. 
Some were as young as 11 and had been 
beaten, subject to abuse, and told they 
would never see their families again. 

Forty-seven people were arrested.
“Many of the children are shipped 

actually into these markets to carry 
out forced labour. These are organised 
crime groups who are motivated by 
making money. They don’t care about 
the children forced into prostitution, 
working in terrible conditions, living on 
the streets, they are all after the money,” 
Interpol’s Director of Organised and 
Emerging Crime Paul Stanfield said in 
a video. 

Benin, a low-income country, has 
always been a transit route for west 
African migrants looking to irregularly 
make their way to Morocco, Algeria 
and Tunisia, and finally to Europe.

The city of Cotonou appears to be 
a huge transit route through which 
women and girls trafficked to North 
and West Africa pass as they are 
transported to various countries of 
their destination. While Togo, Burkina 
Faso, Benin and Mali have laws against 
child trafficking, nothing covers 
trafficking in persons above the age 
of 18, according to the UNODC report. 
Niger has no laws against trafficking. 

The Economic Community of West 
African States’ policy of free movement 
of goods and people seems to make 
this easier as corrupt immigration 
officers at border posts look away in 
exchange for a few euros. When IPS 
asks Wiseman about border controls, 
he brushes aside the issue, saying he 
knows “how to handle them”.  

When asked if he is responsible for 
the girls’ welfare, Wiseman replies: “I’m 
not a social worker, I’m a businessman 
and a helper. I help people to get good 
wives and lift the girls’ families out of 
poverty in exchange for money. The 
rest is history.”

When the incident about the Nigerian 
girls is described to Hassan Badarou, 
a community-based caregiver and 
religious leader from Benin, he says 
“they could be used as sex slaves by 
those men or sold to crime syndicates 
to serve as prostitutes in Mali or even 
as far as in North Africa.” 

“It’s a pity parents allow their 
children to just leave the country in 

exchange for a few dollars. All of this 
wouldn’t have happened if they weren’t 
poor,” he says.

Poverty plays a huge role in the 
trafficking of women and girls in the 
region. But so too does culture.

In 2014, a female friend of Suzie’s 
family came to collect the then 12-year-
old from her home in northern Benin. 

“She promised to help me attend 
school after working at her home for 
one year, but she didn’t,” Suzie tells IPS 
in the local language, Fon, through a 
translator.

“Things started to go wrong when 
I started to remind her about that. 
She stopped paying me my salary and 
increased the workload and cut my 
meals down from two to one per day. 
And she started beating up me every 
time I protested,” the 16-year-old who 
lives in Cotonou tells IPS. 

As time went by, the women’s male 
family members, who lived in the 
same house, started to make sexual 
advances towards Suzie. She refused 
the advances but eventually ran away 
because she could no longer bear the 
situation. 

No police please
When asked why she doesn’t report 

the incidents to the police, she says: 
“I can’t do that. The woman is like my 
aunt so I couldn’t do it as this would 
have brought a conflict between the 
women’s family and ours back home.”

Badarou, the religious leader, 
explains that he has mediated in cases 
like Suzie’s.

“If you see the way these women ill-
treat these girls, it should make you 
cry. I have documented many cases 
of abuse and have tried to mediate 
between some of these women and the 
girls.”

But he’s never reported any of these 
cases, however abusive, to the police. 

“The only thing you cannot do is to 
report these cases to the police. We are 
all brothers and sisters of this country 
and we believe in solving our problems 
in harmony and peace through 
dialogue. Besides, it’s not our culture 
to report everything to the police. I 
blame West African governments for 
allowing this thing to go on and on to 
the extent of becoming a cultural norm 
institutionalised deep in the fabric of 
society. It’s now hard to break it,” he 
says.

Badarou explains that the actions are 
cultural.

“In the face of this deeply-entrenched 
culture of ”helping each other” by 
”handing over” your girls to someone 
well established who is living in the 
cities, even the United Nations and 

children’s organisations sometimes 
have no choice but to turn a blind 
eye. I’m not saying they are not doing 
anything about it, but you can’t break 
up someone’s culture, especially in 
a region such as this where grinding 
poverty rules,” he says.

Richard Dossou seems to agree. He 
tells IPS that his uncle’s friend, a father 
of 18 children, is looking for “Good 
Samaritans” from Benin to take in some 
of his girls as he is unable to provide for 
them. 

“I’m planning to travel to their village 
to negotiate with him with a view of 
taking even one, not as a wife, but as a 
maid. Then we will see how it will lead 
us. We help each other like this to fend 
off poverty and misery in this region,” 
Dossou says.

While Benin’s poverty hovers at 
about 40 percent, a report released in 
2018  by the World Poverty Clock said 
in Nigeria a total of 86.9 million people 
are living in extreme poverty.

The fine line between cultural norms 
and child trafficking

Asked if this West African practice 
of “handing over” girls is a cultural 
norm of lifting families out of poverty, 
Jakub Sobik, communications manager 
for London-based Anti-Slavery 
International, tells IPS via email: “What 
you describe above are cases of child 
trafficking, when children are being 
recruited or harboured with a view of 
exploiting them.”

“Slavery doesn’t occur in a vacuum, 
it is underpinned by many factors, 
including poverty, discrimination, lack 
of access to education and decent job 
opportunities, the lack of rule of law, 
as well as practices that are culturally 
accepted in societies,” he explains.

He says that it is often the case 
that parents are “deceived about 
the conditions their children will 
be offered, and send them away in 
a genuine belief that they will get a 
better chance of education and life 
opportunities in surroundings of cities 
and perhaps better-off societal circles.” 

He adds that in some societies 
children working is culturally 
accepted, because it has been the 
norm for generations. “We have a 
lot to do to change that and offer 
children childhoods, education and 
opportunities in lives they deserve.”

As the bus continues on the final 
journey that is meant to lift the Nigerian 
girls out of ”poverty” to ‘’freedom”; 
back in Cotonou Suzie wonders the 
city’s dark streets hand in hand with 
a Zemidjan—a motorcycle taxi driver—
who appears to be aged between 40 
and 50 and whom she describes as her 
boyfriend.

West Africa’s fine line between 
cultural norms and child trafficking
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Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

“About half the buildings 
in the city are supposed to 
be condemned, as they’re 
occupying potential areas 
of land which can be sold 
to developers, and many 
are worth 300 to 400 
millions shs.   Most of the 
condemned houses are on 
Samora Avenue, and it’s 
the duty of the Ministry 
of Lands and National 
Housing Corporation to 
sell them”.

Well greetings for the 
week, and just glancing at 
the above paragraph which 
I can’t get out of my head,   
never ceases to depress me.

This incriminating 
statement was published 
by PST news services in 
June 2000, and was said by 
a senior city planner with 
Kindondoni Municipal 
Council, who seemed  
unaware of the implications 
of his words, but wished 
to  remain annonymous…
understandable if you’re 
that uncultured, and 
bordering on being 
mentally deficient!

This issue is forever 
topical, how can it not be, 
as long as there are historic 
buildings to destroy for 
profit, or misguided 
necessity, like the one 
recently written about by 
local writer Elsie Eyakuze 
in the East African.  

She writes of the famed  
author and scholar of the 
Kiswahili  language Shaban 
Roberts, whose old home 
in Tanga was in the way of 
an ongoing a water project, 
so the authorities decided 
to demolish it.  However, 
the local community 
refused, and told them to 
find another solution.    A 
good result ensued,  but 
Elsie, who says she doesn’t 
trust the government with 
their ‘mechanical thinking’ 
rightly  asks “…how long 
will we be able to resist 
development by force”…?      

Well not long, if the 
so called planners with 
blinkered vistion, who’ve 
destroyed almost all 
vestiges of character in 
Dar es Salaam, continue 
with its destruction, by 
equating  progress only 
with high rise office blocks 
etc.   But they also appear 
incapable of defining good 

modern architecture from 
bad, which is why Dar  city 
excels in the latter.

Their European 
counterparts  also made 
the same mistakes on a 
massive scale, and have 
been trying to rectify the 
disastrous effects ever 
since. 

Towns and cities can’t 
remain static, but a balance 
must be found betweening 
preserving the old, which 
portrays the history of an 
area, whilst allowing well 
designed modern buildings 
to exist alongside as a 
challenging contrast.

This obviously involves 
demolitions, but the 
dubious background of 
one infamous attempt to 
do this, maybe revealed 
the bogus reasons  behind 
many others.

In August 2006, one 
Friday evening when the 
premises were empty. 
there was an attempted 
demolition of an old 
German colonial building, 
part of which housed the 
popular Salamander café 
on the corner of Samora 
Avenue and Mkepu street, 
and owned by a company 
that bought it prior to its 
conservation listing.   

Notices were furtively 
pasted on it, supposedly 
conveying the right to 
demolish the structure.   
In fact these were invalid, 
being only photo copies, 
whilst the law required a 
certified demolition order 
from the courts.  

Fortunately, some 
locals were alerted to the 
intention, and called the 
Director of Antiquities, 
who came at midnight and 
attached a stop order to 
the building, invoking the 
law protecting structures 
over 100 years old, or less if 
having special merit.

But early next morning,  
a group of youths arrived, 
ignored the order and 
sprayed the premises with 
grafitti saying “Ondoka 
Inavunjwa”…(get out – this 
will be demolished) and 
started smashing the roof, 
resisting attempts to stop 
them.    This was a strange 
way to effect a supposedly 
judicial operation.

Ultimately, and  

witnessed by many senior 
officials, it was only the 
arrival of the OCD and OCS 
from the central Police 
station that halted the 
destruction.     Strangely, 
the Municipal Engineer Mr. 
Kisassa, found no record in 
his offfice of the demolition 
instructions, but issued 
another, nullifying it.  

Sadly this historic 
area on Samora Avenue, 
didn’teventaully  escape 
the wreckers ball, and 
there were many people 
in the town centre who’s 
legaly owned homes were 
bulldozed, and became 
impoverished over the 
years, and repeatedly 
denied justice through the 
courts.

In 1996, a local paper 
The Express (now closed) 
referring to the mass 
demolition exercise of 
mostly Asian homes, ran 
the headline, “Idi Amin 
comes to Dar’, therebye 
angering an official 
responsible for newspaper 
registration.    

It was ironic that he 
should have felt sensitive 
about this, given the fact 
that no sensitivity was 
shown during the state 
sanctioned rampage of 
destruction.    At the time, 
this exercise was referred 
to as “facilitating the city 
re-development plan”, 
but you can’t get more 
anti-developmetn than 
making people jobless and 
homeless.

Further house 
demolitions took place the 
following year, including 
a shocking case of tenants 
who’d raised the purchase 
price to buy their block, 
and were entitled to 
priority buying rights 
from the National Housing 
Corporation.  Though 
instead, the building was 
declared unfit for human 
habitation ( just like the 
Samora avenue case, and 
an often used ploy) and 
unsurprisingly, offered to 
a ‘developer’,  a huge mis-
nomer if ever there was 
one.

Round about the same 
time, the then City Director 
and the NHC boss, wer also 
found guilty of allowing 
similar acts to occur, but 

amazingly, the courts only 
fined them 100,000sh, 
which as I wrote then, was 
possibly the office petty 
cash tea and biscuit fund!

 So were these cases 
excercises in ‘city 
improvements’, or just 
examples of collusion 
and corruption by greed 
driven opportunists, and 
the National Housing 
Corporation, who along 
with other sectors of 
officialdom, have long been 
notorious for such acts, 
but have always escaped 
investigation and censure, 
as they did then.    

For over eight years, in 
the same time span, there 
was a large empty dumping 
site in the middle of 
Samora Avenue.   Formerly 
this area housed thriving 
businesses, which were all 
brutally bulldozed, many 
along with their contents, 
which if not crushed were 
looted.

I don’t think the 
perpetrators, (possibly 
the biscuit fund duo) 
have ever been called to 
account, or asked what 
possible criteria was used 
to justify the mad haste of 
the crudely implemented 
exercise.

The destroyed business-
es, could have been provid-
ing employment and gen-
erating income for many 
people over the years, and 
to demolish them so pre-
maturely, then leave the 
site vacant for nearly a dec-
ade, was criminal stupidity.   
Also, the bulldozing of so 
many shops, killed off the 
vibrancy of a once prosper-
ing and vibrant area, from 
which it never recovered.

But time to close on a 
relevant note…during the 
time of the demolition 
excesses, in 1996 an 
investment company 
wanted to build on 
someland off Samora 
Avenue, and a spokesman 
said: “It depended on 
feasability studies…and 
whether the plot was still up 
for grabs”.    Marvellous…a 
perfect description of the 
crooked land disbursement  
methods at the time, but 23 
years later…and fortunately, 
we’ve really moved on 
now…haven’t we?! 

Conservation versus profit….which 
is winning in Tanzania today?

Photo caption: A Dar es Salaam gem, the old German building that once housed the popular Salamander Café, which was 
demolished along with much else of historical value in the city centre.    Many such structures  have often been declared 
‘unfit for human habitation”, and often sold off to dubious ‘developers.’    Can we be sure therefore, that what little is left in 
the conservation category, is now soundly safeguarded.  (File photo) 



10  Monday 6 May 2019   

FEATURES

 Promoting rights-based climate 
finance for people and planet

 By Marcel Okeke

A
t a recent event in Lagos, The 
Bullion Lecture, organized 
by the Centre for Financial 
Journalism, the President 

and Chief Executive of the African 
Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank), 
Professor Benedict Okey Oramah, 
made a moving presentation in 
favour of the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA). So detailed and 
persuasive was Oramah’s treatise that 
virtually all who were present joined 
him in urging Nigeria to sign and ratify 
the AfCFTA agreement without further 
delay. According to the initiators of 
AfCFTA, it is intended to create a 
single continental market for goods 
and services, with free movement of 
business persons and investments, 
and thus pave the way for accelerating 
the establishment of the Continental 
Customs Union. It also aims to expand 
intra-African trade through better 
harmonization and coordination of 
trade liberalization and facilitation 
regimes and instruments across 
Regional Economic Communities 
(RECs) and across Africa in general. 
AfCFTA also aims to resolve the 
challenges of multiple and overlapping 
memberships and expedite the 
regional and continental integration 
process, among others.

After reeling out these objectives, 
Oramah went to great lengths to explore 
and expatiate on benefits that could 
accrue to Africaand its component 
states, when AfCFTA is in place. 
According to him, the Continental Free 
Trade Area will bring together fifty-
four African countries with a combined 
population of more than one billion 

people and a combined gross domestic 
product (GDP) of more than US$3.4 
trillion. He said the continental body 
would offer a platform for (united) 
trade negotiations with other regions of 
the world, as against individual African 
countries negotiating alone. Professor 
Oramah was also of the view that the 
existence of AfCFTA would address the 
problem of multiplicity of currencies 
on the African continent, a situation 
that currently poses a constraint to 
smooth intra-continental trade.

As promising and alluring as these 
potential benefits of the AfCFTA are, 
it is still irresistible to interrogate the 
viability of the continental body (as 
proposed), given the structure and 
coloration of subsisting relations and 
interactions among the disparate Afri-
can countries and regions. Is the com-
ing into existence of AfCFTA evolution-
ary or revolutionary? In other words, 
is the Continental Free Trade Area a 
natural destination to be arrived at, 
due to a harmonious existence and re-
lations among African countries? Have 
the individual countries been fully 
weaned off the apron strings of their 
colonial overlords? Or, would they con-
tinue (as in the Africa Union, ECOWAS, 
COMESA, etc.) to pander to the whims 
and caprices of their colonial masters, 
and keep acting as centrifugal forces 
within the continental body? Will each 
of the member states of AfCFTA accept 
to trade more with its fellow African 
countries rather than their ‘traditional 
colonial trading partners?’

Is the pursuit of AfCFTA in tune with 
the wind of crass nationalism, pro-
tectionism and “unilateralism” that 
is currently blowing in many parts of 
the globe? Trade wars (no more mere 

QUESTION: I under-
stand that you are one of 
the organizers of this sym-
posium. Briefly explain 
what real came out clearly 
in the symposium?

ANSWER: In fact one of 
the main issues that came 
out very clear in this climate 
change symposium is the re-
alization. People have real-
ized that each one has a role 
to play especially civil socie-
ties (CSO’s) who are  working 
in the service provision and 
around climate change area. 
Some didn’t know how they 
can conceptualize and put 
to context issues of climate 
change in the areas they are 
working in. so, I think  and 
believe that many NGO’s at-
tending this symposium and 
even others who could not 
make it up are going to inte-
grate climate change in their 
programming and in their 
projects.

Besides the realization, 
another issue was aware-
ness. It was clear that there 
is a knowledge gap and mis-
conception about climate 

The need for public awareness 
campaigns, climate financing and 
gender were  some of the main issues 
that transpired during the 5th Annual 
Climate Change Symposium and Expo 
2019 held in Dodoma recently. The 
annual symposium was organized 
by FORUMCC in collaboration with 
other partners such as the Tanzania 
Traditional Energy Development   
Organization (TaTEDO) and the 
Tanzania Natural Resource Forum 
(TNRF), and OXFAM with financial 
support of the European Union (EU). 
Our Correspondent Gerald Kitabu 
caught up with the Executive Director 
for the ForumCC, Rebecca Muna and 
in this interview she sheds light on the 
symposium:  Excerpts.

how we can reduce that huge bur-
den for women right from the house-
hold level. Women are involved in 
many and important activities such 
as energy, food, water for the family. 
They also  constitute large number 
of smallholder farmers. This means 
that they are exceptionally affected 
by climate change.

Q:  So, what is your message to 
the general public as far as cli-
mate change is concerned?

A: The general public should take 
climate change seriously and look 
at its correctness context. Climate 
change is not all about planting 
trees, it is not all about the environ-
ment, climate change concerns our 
livelihood, concerns our source of 
income because it affects most of 
the main sectors that provide means 
of livelihood to most Tanzanians. It 
is not only the farmers, Livestocks 
and tourism that are direct linked to 
natural resources are affected by cli-
mate change, but also even business 
and industries are affected. If energy 

is scarce it means the industries will 
bear a very high cost in terms of 
operational costs. If climate change 
affects let say agriculture, the agri-
cultural products which are needed 
as input for industries will also be af-
fected. Most of the industries use wa-
ter, climate change affects water, so, 
it is like all important sectors are af-
fected by climate change. Therefore, 
we need to look at climate change 
into those lines and see how we can 
address them at all levels from the 
household level, local government 
level and sector level and see how 
we can integrate climate change.

Q: Is Climate change a new 
thing?

A: It is not a new thing, we need 
to change the way we do things. For 
example, if I am building a bridge, 
I must take into consideration that 
there are times of floods, so, I should 
improve the quality and strength of 
the bridge  so that when the floods 
come, the bridge won’t be washed 
away by heavy running water. If I am 

building a tarmac road and I know 
that heavy rains destroy our roads, 
people who are planning and de-
signing roads, standards and qual-
ity of roads. They need to consider 
that there are times when heavy 
rains would come so that the rains 
don’t destroy our roads because it 
takes a lot of money to rehabilitate 
them. If one is building a house he 
or she need also to consider the ef-
fects of climate change. So, it is like 
most of the things that we do in our 
daily activities in one way or another 
are affected by climate change. It is 
important therefore that we look 
at how we are affected and start 
taking steps. We may use simple or 
complex technologies depending on 
the level of engagement of entity or 
community.

Q: Some Members of Parlia-
ment and stakeholders hinted on 
the inadequate budget on climate 
change what do you say about 
this?

A: We all know and appreciate 

at all levels that there is scarcity of 
resources especially in developing 
countries. We know our economy is 
at infant stage, we don’t have much 
money to address the impact of cli-
mate change. Two me, it is like there 
are two levels of looking at climate 
finance, the level of the country and 
international level. It is a reality that 
we are affected whether we put ef-
forts in building roads because if we 
don’t consider the effects of climate 
change it means the roads will be de-
stroyed. So, climate change is slow-
ing down our development efforts, 
this is a matter of fact. As a country, 
we can’t say that climate change hap-
pens because industrialized coun-
tries are causing this problem and so 
they should pay for it  while our peo-
ple are dying. That won’t help much. 
Country like Tanzania is now  using 
the available scarce resource to ad-
dress the problem of climate change. 
I have said and I repeat, we need 
to change the way we do things. I 
know for example, the Ministry of 
agriculture has been promoting im-

change. People are confus-
ing between environment 
issues and climate change. 
These are some of the areas 
that we should think on how 
we can invest in addressing 
knowledge gap so that peo-
ple are well informed with 
the right information so that 
they can take appropriate 
measures. We need to ad-
dress climate change issues 
at all levels from the grass-
roots level where the com-
munities are supposed to 
adapt but again policy and 
decision makers like par-
liamentarians who are also 
part of that process.

Q: Why do you think the 
issue of gender dominated 
the discussions?

A: It is true and I expected 
so because women are more 
vulnerable to the effect of 
climate change than any 
other group and this calls 
for policy and decision mak-
ers and other groups to plan 
and design our interven-
tions with gender eye.  We 
need to look at women in a 
specific and serious way on 

proved seeds. Besides im-
proved seeds, we need also 
to have resilience to drought 
and crop diseases. So, if we 
change a little bit the way we 
do things and apply appro-
priate technologies that we 
use, we are going to address 
climate change. 

Another level is at inter-
national level. Tanzania as 
a country we participate in 
various processes at inter-
national level, it is a high 
time we don’t lose focus of 
demanding industrialized 
countries to pay for the 
commitment that they have 
made given the historical 
background of their respon-
sibility that have caused the 
environment to be vulner-
able to the effects of climate 
change. We need to continue 
our agenda polluters must 
pay and this is not only Civil 
Society Organizations but 
also the government must 
stick to the demand that 
have been there for many 
years. So that is another 
level where we can push for 
more resources to address 
climate change.       

But again, there are vari-
ous current climate financ-
ing opportunities, so other 
countries we need to be 
strategic on how we can ac-
cess funds at international 
level. Tanzania as a country 
can access that funds di-
rectly. We need to have joint 
efforts, we need to come 
together and strategically 
think through how we can 
access the funds and think 
which institution is real 
more viable in terms of man-
aging that funds.  I think that 
will take us forward.

Before I finish, I would 
like to thank the European 
Union (EU) for the financial 
support, the government of 
Tanzania as well as our col-
laborating partners for par-
ticipating and enabling this 
symposium which has been 
very beneficial in terms of 
sharing experiences, knowl-
edge and continued partner-
ship.

Executive Director for the ForumCC, Rebecca Muna (Right) moderating at the symposium. photo by Correspondent  Gerald Kitabu

African common 
market, nationalism 
and xenophobia

threats) are ongoing between 
hitherto major trading partners; 
high tariff barriers and other 
trade restrictions are being re-
introduced. In the past one year 
or so, the Sino-U. S. economic 
and trade friction has assumed 
worrisome dimensions, includ-
ing the U. S. filing a request for 
consultation to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) ‘in regard 
to concerns that China was 
violating intellectual property 
rights’. The slogan: “America for 
Americans” is becoming real to 
the extent of the United States 
making ‘serious efforts’ to build 
walls between it and its neigh-
bours (Mexico, for example). 
President Donald Trump of the 
U. S. has even publicly threat-
ened pulling his country out of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO), the military 
alliance among the U. S, Europe 
and Canada, formed in 1949. 
The U. S. has actually withdrawn 
from the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP) that involved Austral-
ia, Canada and the South-East 

Asian Nations (ASEAN). The 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations--ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC) formed just 
in 2015 istottering, with numer-
ous crises within and among its 
members.

The United Kingdom, sequel 
to a referendum in June 2016, 
has been strugglingto pull out of 
the European Union (EU) under 
what is now popularly called 
‘Brexit’. But for the complex-
ity of issues involved and diver-
gence of interests in the UK-EU 
separation process, the ‘Brexit’ 
would have been concluded last 
March (It is now extended to 
end-October 2019). At the core 
of the ‘Brexit’ is UK’s pulling out 
from permanent membership 
of the European Single Market 
and EU Customs Union. The UK 
has been a member of the Euro-
pean Community (later, Euro-
pean Union) since 1973. Should 
the UK succeed in pulling out 
of the EU, there is growing fear 
and speculation that ‘Brexit’ 
could trigger a bandwagon ef-

fect: some other EU members 
might opt to go the way of the 
UK. It is beyond doubt that 
the economies of a number of 
EU states had in recent times 
practically constituted a drag 
on thewholesome growth and 
development of the rest of the 
members.

If all these are currently hap-
pening in the UK, US, EU and 
ASEAN which have served as 
models in economic and trade 
policies and practices to Africa, 
then the Africa Free Trade Area 
‘experiment’ could be a ‘disas-
ter waiting to happen’. Already, 
the rising wave of nationalism 
and separatism across the Af-
rican continent is manifesting 
in widespread xenophobic at-
tacks, killings and looting of 
properties belonging to fellow 
Africans. Black Africans no 
longer want blacks from Afri-
can countries on their soil. In 
South Africa, blacks from other 
countries of the continent are 
being killed in large numbers or 
pursued out of the country by 
‘indigenous blacks’. In Ghana, 
on several occasions, Nigeri-
ans are being chased out of the 
country, and having their busi-
nesses destroyed by indigenous 
Ghanaians. In other countries 
such as Libya, Morocco, Sudan, 
etc., nationals of other African 
countries are being ‘bought and 
sold’ as slaves. Hardly is there a 
week that hordes of these Nige-
rian ‘slaves’ will not be repatri-
ated and dumped at our major 
airports.

It is also apposite to ask: has 
the existing sub-regional bodies 
on the African continent fared 
so well to warrant the current 
railroading to continental sin-
gle market and ultimate cus-
toms union? Specifically, have 
the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) 
and the Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA), for instance, im-

pacted meaningfully on the 
disparate economies of their 
member states? From Nige-
rian perspective, ECOWAS 
(founded in 1975) has made 
little positive impact on the 
economic progress of the 
country. Indeed, even the 
most basic of the objectives 
of the sub-regional body 
namely, free movement of 
goods, services and persons, 
is yet to be achieved. Smug-
gling and other informal 
trading as well as cross-bor-
der crimes are the order of 
the day.

The much-flaunted ECOW-
AS Common Currency (Eco) 
project, for instance, which 
is part of the sub-regional 
monetary union expected 
to be in place by 2020, has 
made little progress in the 
past two decades. Its take-off 
has been postponed for the 
umpteenth time. The basic 
convergence criteria have 
hardly been met by a good 
number of the members. 
For instance, Nigeria, a key 
member of ECOWAS and the 
proposed monetary union, 
has not attained a single-dig-
it inflation in recent years, 
nor the appropriate level 
of public debt-to-GDP ratio, 
among others. Records of 
many other member coun-
tries are even worse than 
Nigeria’s. The rigid divide 
between the Anglophone 
and Francophone monetary 
zones in the sub-region is yet 
to give way. Yet, the Afrex-
imbank boss believes that 
the coming into existence of 
AfCFTA would be the magic 
wand to wipe away these 
stifling challenges of the Eco 
and others like it in other 
sub-regions of the continent.

For Nigeria, the effectua-
tion of the continental free 
trade area would at first, 
lead to a suddenloss of pub-

lic revenue (Customs collec-
tions): tariffs, excise duties 
and sundry levies. By the 
intendments of AfCFTA, 
the existing tariffs would be 
hugely slashed; and many 
levies and restrictions could 
be totally collapsed. But 
more serious for Nigeria is 
the uncompetitive business 
environment; one that is 
dominated by weak infra-
structure, frustrating judi-
cial/legal process, fragile 
democracy and deadly sepa-
ratist tendencies: banditry, 
i n su r ge n c y, b r i g a n d a ge , 
terrorism, skirmishes, etc. 
Thus, given the country’s 
large population, with 
AfCFTA, Nigeria could end 
up unwittingly being the 
market for virtually all goods 
and services from the rest of 
the continent, where it is 
cheaper to produce them in 
a convivial setting. In other 
words, Nigeria could only 
serve as an unmitigated 
dumping ground.

In all, Nigeria and indeed, 
the entire Africancontinent 
needs to make haste slowly 
as regards birthing AfCFTA. 
All precautionary measures 
must be taken; and so 
many unresolved ‘domestic 
issues’ must be handled 
expeditiously. No one says 
the (CFTA) idea should be 
jettisoned. None. But would 
Africa not be swimming 
against the heavy tide of 
renascent nationalism, 
separatism and xenophobia 
that is blowing across the 
globe? If long-existing 
regional and continental 
single markets, monetary 
or customs unions and 
other ties among developed 
economies are crashing, is 
this the time to rush AfCFTA 
into existence? In whose 
best interest, ultimately? 

President, AfreximBank, Dr. Benedict Oramah
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 By Guardian Reporter and 

Agencies

A Smartphone app is 
helping farmers in Africa 
and Latin America to collect 
data, share information on 
new agricultural practices 
and tackle climate change-
related impacts.

 The app, named 
GeoFarmer, offers the 
possibility for farmers and 
agricultural practitioners 
to properly manage 
crops, farms, reduce 
risks in production while 
increasing productivity and 
eventually improve farmers’ 
livelihoods, according to a 
study published in the March 
2019 issue of Computers and 
Electronics in Agriculture.

“The idea is related to 
citizen science, where 
citizens, in our case 
farmers, can participate in 
the process of testing new 
practices together with 
experts or scientists,” said 
Anton Eitzinger, a co-author 
of the study and a senior 
climate change scientist at 
the  International Center 
for Tropical Agriculture, 
which helped develop the 
tool in collaboration with 
partners including the 
CGIAR Research program of 
Climate Change, Agriculture 
and Food Security.

Eitzinger added that the 
rationale was to create a 
tool to stimulate a two-way 

communication between 
agricultural experts and 
farmers while testing new 
practices so that farmers 
can share their experiences, 
share it with experts but also 
with other farmers. The app 
features a free customisable 
survey tool that can collect 
information about situation 
analysis and a mapping 
tool to help users to upload 
pictures, audio messages or 
make comments.

Researchers piloted the 
use of the application for 
data collection in Tanzania 
in 2014 to 2015 and used 
the lessons for further data 
collection in Uganda in 2016. 
Additional pilot tests were 
conducted in Colombia and 
Ghana in 2017.

The study adds that the 
tool has an offline and 
synchronization capability 
that facilitates data 
collection even if Internet 
access is poor. For example, 
in Ghana, users of the tool 
collected more than 60,000 
records from 356 farmers 
in two weeks with poor 
Internet access.

“We demonstrate that 
GeoFarmer is a cost-effec-
tive means of providing 
and sharing opportune 
indicators of on-farm per-
formance. It is a potentially 
useful tool that farmers 
and agricultural practition-
ers can use to manage their 
crops and farms better.”

Osana Bonilla-Findji, 

UDSM don counsels Tanzanians  to adhere to transparency

Deputy minister for Natural Resources and Tourism official Constantine Kanyasu gives orders to Swagaswaga Forest manager Alex Choya before the 
inspection of the ongoing hostel building with the capable to accommodate 77 tourists in Chemba district in Dodoma region over the weekend. Photo: 
MoNT 

 By Correspondent James Kandoya

A don at the University of Dar es 
Salaam, Dr Ulingeta Mbamba has 
appealed to Tanzanians to adhere to 
transparency as people of Republic 
of Korea did to achieve their 
development goal.

Dr Mbamba, the Dean of Dar es 
Salaam School of Business (UDBS) 
said that over the week end in the 
live gospel performance made by 
the Olam group from Korea.

He said the performance was 
organized in collaboration between 
the University of Dar es Salaam 
through UDBS and the Embassy of 
Republic of Korea.

Dr Mbamba said transparency and 

time keeping were very necessary 
for an  person as individuals or 
nation as whole to achieve its goals.

“We need to borrow a leaf from the 
people of Republic of Korea in terms 
of time keeping and transparency,” 
he said.

The don further explained 
that also commitment was very 
important to ensure all what agreed 
are implemented.

He said initially Korea was very 
poor but due its transparency and 
commitment, it has recently realized 
faster development.

According to the don, Tanzania 
can realize faster its economic 
development if it can practically do 
the same as its counter apart Korean 

did.
Commenting on the gospel 

performance, Dr Mbamba said 
culture was important icon to 
introduce any nation before others 
as well as part of development.

The cultural performance is 
further aimed at promoting the 
bilateral relationship between the 
two countries.

For his part, Daniel Song, the 
singer said Tanzania was the 
potential country benefitting from 
people republic of Korea.

He said apart from Dar es Salaam, 
they will also perform in Mbeya 
region next week adding that there 
was also a plan to build a medical 
college and nursery school.

“All what is done is to promote the 
bilateral relationship and further 
strengthening the wellbeing of its 
people,” he said.

It was last year reported that the  
Korean government had expressed 
its intention to transform Tanzania’s 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) to fast-track 
developments and become an ICT 
hub in the East African Community 
(EAC) region.

Interviewed by the Guardian in 
Dar es Salaam,the  Ambassador of 
the Republic of Korea to Tanzannia  
Song Geum-Young said bilateral 
cooperation in the ICT would 
help to create more employment 
opportunities, especially for youths.

App helps farmers in Tanzania, Uganda 
and Ghana, with data collection, sharing

a co-author of the study 
and science officer of the 
CGIAR Research program of 
Climate Change, Agriculture 
and Food Security, told 
SciDev.Net that “In the next 
version of GeoFarmer, the 
partners will include access 
to the results right away 
after finishing each survey 
in the application so that a 
farmer using the application 
will be in a position to have 
access to the overall results 
of the surveys.”

According to the 
researchers, the approach 
complements traditional 
methods of project 
monitoring by increasing 
the frequency of consulting 
key actors to understand the 
impact of interventions and 
provide timely information 
for action. Prince Maxwell 
Etwire, a research scientist 
at Ghana’s Council for 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research, tells SciDev.Net 
that the use of information 
and communication 
technologies can help  
smallholders improve 
their farming practices and 
yields.

Etwire ecommends 
a need to boost uptake 
of applications such as 
GeoFarmer by smallholders 
through increased mobile 
phone coverage and 
improved use of information 
and communication 
technologies to provide 
client-specfic advice.



12  Monday 6 May 2019   

FEATURES

Construction arbitration and infrastructure development - role of quantity surveyors
 By Agele John Alufohai

C
onstruction is 
very expensive 
b u s i n e s s . 
Busine ssNews, 

an online publication, 
estimated in its 2015 report 
that construction projects 
worth N700 billion would 
be delivered by 2018.

Some of these projects 
include the Nestoil Towers, 
Civic Towers and the British 
America Tobacco (BAT) 
building- mostly commercial 
office space on Lagos Island 
which have been indeed 
delivered.

In 2016, new office spaces 
built in Lagos equaled 20% 
of the then existing stock, 
according to the consulting 
firm, Estate Intel Limited. 
These figures clearly 
underscore the potential 
of the market, the sheer 
appetite for high-grade 
commercial property. I 
remain a Nigerian optimist. 
The recession of 2016 
and the subsequent weak 
growth- below 2 % since we 
came out of recession- are 
only a blip.

Much stronger growth 
is on the horizon as our 
politicians develop a better 
grasp of policies that 
unlock investment and 
the deliberative skills to 
negotiate consensus on and 
successfully initiate them. 
About 40% of the funds 
that go into high-grade 
commercial property come 
from abroad.

As we improve policies, 
including those concerning 

mortgage banking and 
urban planning, we will see 
more foreign investment 
in closing our famed 17 
million housing gap. There 
will be a similar boom 
in the construction of 
infrastructure for delivering 
gas and oil, including to 
power plants and industries, 
when Nigeria finally delivers 
new oil industry legislation 
popularly known as the 
Petroleum Industry Bills 
(PIBS) and resolves pricing 
issues surrounding gas and 
electricity.

These are big-ticket 

transactions. Where there is 
money, there is always risk. 
But any country that wants 
to attract a lot of money, i.e. 
investment, must take risk 
mitigation very seriously.

The practice of arbitration 
is a key tool in managing 
the perception of risk and 
stimulating investment 
in construction. But 
construction is also a 
complex and dynamic 
business, involving not only 
quite large sums but the 
engagement of diverse skills 
and industries, from law, 
to information technology, 

logistics renewable energy, 
economics and various 
fields of engineering. A 
multiplicity of contracts 
and parties are also usually 
involved, often from 
different legal traditions.

So, to stimulate big-ticket 
investments in construction 
through the practice of 
arbitration, construction 
professionals, especially 
Quantity Surveyors, must 
invest in acquiring globally 
up-to-date arbitration 
knowledge and skills.

The Quantity Surveyors 
Academy has partnered 

with the Institute of 
Chartered Arbitrators to 
enhance the knowledge 
of Quantity Surveyors 
and Cost Economists in 
the construction industry 
about arbitration. We will 
build on and deepen such 
partnerships to better 
position ourselves to 
leverage reforms that will 
see heightened interest in 
investing in construction in 
Nigeria.

Construction is fraught 
with all sorts of risks; from 
delayed delivery to cost 
overrun. For a country 

like Nigeria with a huge 
infrastructure gap and 
limited means of financing, 
we have no choice but to 
procure infrastructure 
increasingly using Public-
Private Partnerships (PPPs).

Anyone who wishes to 
protest this point must first 
reflect on the fact that we 
now spend at least 50K out 
of every N1 the country earns 
on servicing debt, while we 
have the highest number 
of people living in extreme 
poverty in the world. Where 
will the funds required 
for urgent investment in 
infrastructure come from? 
If big-ticket construction 
projects are fraught with 
risks because they have 
considerable possibility for 
dispute, PPPs multiply the 
risk.

Arbitration is thus a means 
of considerably de-risking 
investment in construction 
generally and in projects 
procured through PPPs 
particularly.

This is my own idea as I 
am convinced that we need 
to attract private investment 
into infrastructure. We 
should certainly note 
that Global Infrastructure 
Partners, one of the 
biggest private investors in 
infrastructure which has in 
a bold and unprecedented 
move poached the President 
of the World Bank, Jim 
Yong Kim, is headed by 
one Adebayo Ogunlesi, a 
slightly Nigerian sounding 
name! His outfit, GIP, 
currently has $450 billion 
under management and 
has poached the World 

Bank President to guide and 
enhance their capacity to do 
deals in emerging markets.

Let me end by saying 
Nigeria should work 
hard to ready ourselves 
for receiving as much as 
possible of the projected 
investment. The Quantity 
Surveyors Academy, 
working in conjunction with 
the Nigerian Institute of 
Quantity Surveyors (NIQS) 
and the Quantity Surveyors 
Registration Board of Nigeria 
(QSRBN), have started this 
hard work.

The Quantity Surveyors 
Academy will be conducting 
high quality training in many 
other areas such as oil and 
gas and heavy engineering, 
focusing on new trends in 
construction in these areas, 
including economics and 
technology as well as private 
and public sector financing. 
It is my fervent hope that 
our colleagues in the public 
sector will also try as much 
as possible to take advantage 
of these courses, as we need 
a public-private partnership 
in to run a knowledge-based 
economy.

It’s obvious that the 
quality of public regulation 
and policies define 
the opportunities for 
investment and growth of 
the construction sector and 
the general economy.

Our ideas and technical 
know-how to do things 
more efficiently or stimulate 
investment would have far 
greater impact if we speak 
the same language with our 
public sector counterparts.

How rampant deforestation made Mozambique more vulnerable to cyclone Idai
 By Brecht De Vleeschauwer

C
yclone Idai’s re-
cent devastation 
was amplified 
by deforestation 

in the region. Mozambique 
took the hardest hit. The 
country has seen between 
10 and 15 percent of its for-
ests disappear amid illegal 
logging and charcoal pro-
duction in the past 25 years.

More than 600 people 
were killed by Idai in Mo-
zambique alone, many in 
landslides and floods. An-
other tropical storm, Ken-
neth, is due to bring strong 
winds and more heavy rain 
to the southern African na-
tion in the coming days.

Before Idai, Rami Mari-
ano farmed corn and 
sesame seeds to feed his 
family. Looking out at his 
ruined crops in the village 
of Metuchira, about 120 
kilometres from the coastal 
town of Beira, he said he will 
now turn to charcoal pro-
duction - made by cooking 
wood in a low oxygen envi-
ronment - to earn a living.

“In a few weeks, I want to 
have my bags of charcoal 
ready for sale,” said 27-year-
old Mariano, who was wait-
ing for his harvest when Idai 
struck last month.

Since 1980, Mozambique 
has lost some 370,000 
square kilometres of its for-
ests - an area larger than the 
size of Germany. Much of the 
loss has been attributed to 
slash-and-burn agricultural 
practices, but charcoal and 
timber production have also 
played a part.

Mozambique suffered 
the greatest damage when 
Idai struck the coastal city 
of Beira, swelling rivers and 
saturating the land. More 
than 340 people were killed 
in neighbouring Zimbabwe 
and 59 in Malawi. The two 
countries have also seen 
more than nine percent of 
their forests disappear since 
2000, according to Global 
Forest Watch.

The effects of tropical 
storms such as Idai can be 
worsened by deforestation, 
explained Allan Schwarz, 
founder of the Mezimbite 
Forest Centre, a communi-
ty-based programme that 
trains people in forest con-
servation, produces sustain-
able timber products, and 
participates in large-scale 
replanting programmes. 
Without shade, he said, air 
pressure fluctuations be-
tween the land and the sea 
can increase wind speeds.

“A healthy forest (also) 
slows down the speed of 
water until it reaches the 
ground,” Schwarz said. “This 
makes it possible for about 
80 percent of the water to 
get absorbed into the soil... 
If the forest is lost, water 
moves faster and is substan-
tially less absorbed.”

 As authorities have at-
tempted to limit and control 
charcoal production by re-
quiring licenses, but produc-
tion still continues illegally 
around Gorongosa National 
Park. The park, at the south-
ern end of the Great African 
Rift Valley, used to support 
thriving wildlife, but its frag-
ile ecosystems suffered dur-
ing Mozambique’s 1977-1992 
civil war. Recently, it has also 
seen some of its trees being 
cut down for timber or char-
coal.

Some 20 people - seven 
Chinese nationals and 13 Mo-

zambicans - were arrested 
last year for illegal logging in 
an area near the park. China 
buys the majority of Mozam-
bique’s timber.

“Permissions are expen-
sive, and it is easier to pay 
a bribe to an official than to 
get a charcoal licence,” said 
a producer who asked to be 
identified only as “Augustin-
ho M.”

Idai damaged or de-
stroyed many roads and sup-
ply routes, causing the price 
for charcoal to rise signifi-
cantly - a motivating factor 
for farmers like Mariano.

Producers can make 300 
meticais ($4.60) for a large 
bag of charcoal. When the 
same-sized bag reaches the 
cyclone-damaged port of 
Beira, it can fetch 1,500 met-
icais ($23).

“We know that chopping 
trees is bad for our fields, but 
at the moment it is the only 
way to have a possible in-
come in the weeks to come,” 
said Raymundo Bartolomeu, 
50.

When Bartolomeu was 25 
years old, there were still 
vast parts of the forest blan-
keting the Nhamatanda dis-
trict where he lives. Loggers 
started by taking the larger 
and most valuable trees for 
export, and then small-scale 
farmers began chopping 
down other trees for char-
coal production or crops.

In Nhamatanda, defor-

estation caused a 16 percent 
loss of tree cover between 
2001 and 2017. Because it 
is close to the road leading 
to the port city of Beira, the 
area has seen large-scale 
industrial logging as well as 
charcoal production.

 Schwarz said charcoal 
production itself doesn’t 
have to be seen as the main 
problem. “Wood is a renew-
able natural resource,” he 
said. “That’s why I think 
we should create charcoal 
farms for national produc-
tion to make the process 
more sustainable.”

He said the msasa tree, 
known for its red and bur-
gundy leaves, can grow large 
enough in 10 years for char-
coal production. The pro-
cess could be sustainable if 
managed well, he said.

Andrew Hobbs, from the 
University of California’s 
Department of Agricultural 
& Resource Economics, said 
charcoal production can 
only be sustainable when 
communities have a way of 
managing their resources so 
they avoid chopping down 
trees faster than they can 
grow back.

“However, as the climate 
changes, resource manage-
ment systems that were 
once sustainable may be no 
longer,” he said. “This can 
be exacerbated if migration 
from climate change leads to 
more concentrated popula-
tions in certain areas.”

Additionally, Hobbs said 
regulations on charcoal pro-
duction have been difficult 
to enforce.

Farmers say they are con-
scious that deforestation 
worsens the effects of cli-
mate change but insist they 
have no other choice now to 
make a living.

“Normally I would pro-
duce about five to 10 bags 
every two months,” said 
Dio Sumeira, 70. “But I have 
nothing to harvest now so 
I probably will double my 
production.” 
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Eni to focus on saving 
African forests to 
offset CO2 emissions

 ROME 

Eni’s plan to offset emissions from 
its oil and gas operations will focus on 
working with African communities to 
prevent deforestation.

The project is part of the Italian 
energy giant’s goal of removing the 
equivalent of 20 million tons a year of 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
by 2030. On top of efforts to improve 
operational efficiency and minimize 
waste, the forest initiative would 
result in net zero emissions from its 
upstream fossil fuels business, Eni 
says.

The company has clarified its plans 
after the initial announcement in 
March appeared to involve planting 
20 million acres of new forests, an 
area roughly the size of the US state of 
South Carolina. While Eni’s initiative 
will involve planting some new trees, 
the main focus is on preserving mature 
forests “which play a crucial role to 
absorb CO2 from the atmosphere,” 
the company said.

“We pursue an approach which 
aims at the sustainable management 
of forests, their conservation, and 
enhancement of forest carbon stocks, 
also leveraging local population as 
crucial players,” an Eni spokesperson 
said.

Industry plans

The Italian company will spend 
about 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion) 
on “circular economy” initiatives to 
reduce emissions over the next four 
years. Other oil majors have also 
turned to the forests to offset their 
climate change footprint.

Eni’s European rival Royal Dutch 
Shell plans to plant and conserve trees 
to offset emissions through a $300 
million investment over three years. 
The company will provide carbon 
credits to its diesel and gasoline 
customers in the Netherlands. Total 
expects to invest about $100 million in 
forests starting in 2020.

The oil and gas explorer said it will 
develop forestry projects through 
REDD+, a program to reduce emissions 
stemming from deforestation or 
forest degradation. The company has 
formed partnerships with Zambia, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Mexico and 
Brazil. Talks are underway to develop 
new initiatives in Congo, Indonesia, 
Mozambique and Ghana, it said.

The strategy includes growth in 
Eni’s portfolio of low- or zero-carbon 
energy sources, with an increasing 
share of gas, biofuels, solar, wind, and 
“a circular approach to maximize 
the use of waste as a feedstock and 
to transform and extend the life of 
industrial sites,” the company said.

MITIGATION 

Deputy Minister for Communication, Transport and Works, Atashasta Nditiye (L) listening to Airtel Tanzania Marketing Manager, Baraka Ndelele when he visited the company’s pavilion 
during an exhibition to mark ten years of Universal Communication Access Fund held in Dodoma last week. Photo: courtesy of Airtel.

 THE HAGUE 

A Dutch court said on Wednesday 
it has jurisdiction to hear a damages 
suit brought against Royal Dutch Shell 
by four widows of activists executed 
by the Nigerian government in 1995.

In a preliminary decision, judges 
at the Hague District Court said they 
would allow the suit to go forward, a 
rare win in a decades-long legal fight, 
though the claimants must still prove 
their case. Shell denies wrongdoing 
or responsibility.

“The court considers itself capable” 
of hearing the case, said presiding 

judge Larissa Alwin, reading the 
decision of a three-judge panel. “This 
procedure will continue.”

Dutch courts do not award 
large punitive damages claims, 
though the case has the potential 
to embarrass Shell and provide a 
measure of comfort for the activists’ 
families if it finds the company bears 
responsibility in their deaths.

The men executed were a group 
that became known as the “Ogoni 
Nine” - activists who included writer 
Ken Saro-Wiwa. They had protested 
against Shell’s exploitation of the 
Niger Delta until they were arrested 

and hanged after a trial widely seen 
as flawed. Relatives have sought 
to hold the Anglo-Dutch energy 
company partially responsible in 
foreign courts, after exhausting legal 
possibilities in Nigeria.

Shell, headquartered in the Hague, 
paid $15.5 million to victims’ families 
in the United States in a 2009 
settlement in which it also denied 
any responsibility or wrongdoing. 
The US Supreme Court rejected US 
jurisdiction in 2013.

“I am glad that the (Dutch) court 
has found it has jurisdiction,” said 
lead plaintiff Esther Kiobel, whose 

husband Barinem Kiobel was among 
the executed activists. “My husband 
was killed like a criminal. I want him 
to be exonerated.”

Judge Alwin cautioned that the 
three-judge panel did not agree 
with assertions by the widows that 
Shell should have done more to 
prevent their husbands’ executions. 
But she ordered the company to 
turn over documents that could 
help the claimants’ case, including 
any evidence that Shell might have 
made payments to people who gave 
false information to Nigerian law-
enforcement officials.

Dutch court to hear case against Shell from Nigeria activist widows
LITIGATION 

An emblem of Royal Dutch Shell at its main offices in Lagos, Nigeria.

Sunshine Group building 46bn/- 
explosives factory in Bagamoyo 

INVESTMENT 

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

C
onstruction work of a U$20 
million (over 46.01bn/-) 
factory to manufacture 
explosives for civilian use 

in Bagamoyo, Costal region is going on 
and will have capacity of 20,000 metric 
tons per annum.

The investment is being made by 
Poly Sunshine Chemical and Mining 
Services Limited which is a subsidiary 
of Sunshine Group of companies, will 
employ over 200 people directly. 

Sunshine Group’s Chairman, Tony 
Sun said the factory will be completed 

in 12 months time and will begin 
manufacturing explosives for civilian 
use immediately. “The factory will be 
equipped with the most advanced 
machinery with software system for 
automatic control of the production 
process,” Sun said in Dar es Salaam 
during the weekend.

Sun the factory is expected to generate 
nearly U$30 million in sales annually 
while paying about U$ 5 million in taxes 
to Treasury. “This factory will also help 
save foreign currency which we use to 
import such explosives,” he noted while 
suggesting that the investment will help 
the country narrow its balance of trade 

deficit with other countries.
“Poly Sunshine is mainly engaged 

in manufacture and transporting of 
dynamites for mine blasting and other 
related products,” the Sunshine Group 
Chairman noted while pointing out 
that the company will be the first in 
Tanzania to manufacture explosives for 
civilian use.

He said while fully meeting the 
market demand for civilian explosives 
in the local market, the factory will 
also export excess to neighbouring 
countries of Democratic Republic 
of  Congo (DRC), Kenya, Malawi and 
Zambia.

“In addition to drilling and blasting, 
we are also capable of providing 
customers with integrated services of 
shovelling, loading and transportation 
of explosives. The factory will also be 
equipped with on-site mixed-loading 
trucks, which can provide large-scale 
mine users with various types of on-
site production, distribution, charging 
of mixed explosive and other services,” 
Sun added. 

Sunshine Group has subsidiaries 
in edible oil manufacturing, 
transportation, agribusiness, trading 
and clearing and forwarding with its 
headquarters in Dar es Salaam.

Chairperson of Dar es Salaam Women Economic Empowerment Forum, Mariam Mungula, speaking at an event dubbed ‘A woman and the industrial economy’ organized by 
Coca-Cola Kwanza bottling company’s women in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Photo: Guardian Photographer.
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 By Allan Brian Ssenyonga, 
Kigali. 

C
loser home, 
the passing of 
Dr Reginald 
Mengi came as 

a huge blow to East Africa 
as a region. The Tanzanian 
tycoon passed away in Dubai 
where he had gone to seek 
medical treatment.

Many outside Tanzania 
may not have known who 
Mengi was besides the 
usual businessman and 
philanthropist accolade and 
yet Mengi owned one of the 
largest media conglomerates 
in Africa, IPP Media which 
runs a total of 11 newspapers, 
radio and television stations 
as well as internet properties.

He also owns Bonite 
Bottlers, the sole bottler 
of Coca-Cola products in 
Moshi, Tanzania as well as 
Kilimanjaro brand of bottled 
water. He built his empire 
starting with a pen assembly 
factory and when the money 
was indeed a lot, he was kind 
with it, sending so many 
children with heart ailments 
to India for treatment among 
other things. Building a 
media empire in East Africa 
is no mean feat and Mengi 
deserves all the accolades in 
this regard.

I have mentioned before in 
these pages that the business 
community, sometimes 
without knowing, shapes the 
concept of the East African 

Dr Reginald Mengi built more than just a media empire

City of Kigali wants budget increase for roads, junctions

TRIBUTE 

INVESTMENT 

Marie-Chantal Rwakazina, the Mayor of Kigali. 

 PORT LOUIS 

Surya Capital is taking notes from South Africa’s 
PSG Group by targeting education and financial 
services as a blueprint for long-term growth.

The Mauritius-based firm plans to invest as much 
as $100 million in some of the continent’s fastest-
growing economies as it seeks to control compa-
nies that feed rising domestic demand and take 
advantage of the export potential of these nations, 
founder and Chief Executive Officer Riaz Currimjee 
said. 

The investments will focus on payments using 
financial technology, healthcare and the private-
education sector, he said. “We’re looking at invest-
ing in companies that are headquartered in East Af-
rica,” he said. “That doesn’t mean these companies, 
as they grow, won’t set up operations in other parts 
of the continent.”

Surya wants to build an East and southern Afri-
can private-school chain that, once done, can be 
extended to other parts of the continent, such as 
Nigeria, Currimjee said.

Winning recipe
The firm is taking an approach inspired by Stel-

lenbosch, South Africa-based PSG — whose founder 
Jannie Mouton created the nation’s best-perform-
ing stock since it’s listing in the 1990s — and tweak-
ing it to suit different markets. PSG built up interests 
spanning agriculture and education to stockbrok-
ing and banking by making long-term investments 
alongside management in businesses that had sim-
ple operating models.

Shares in PSG’s educational investment Curro 
have increased more than sixfold since 2006, 
while Capitec Bank started as an unsecured lender 
in 2001 and now has a market-leading 11.4 million 
retail-banking customers. Surya describes itself as a 
principal investment firm that focuses on bringing 
“patient and flexible capital to businesses.”

EXPANSION 

Surya Capital targets 
schools, intech in 
east African drive

KIGALI

The City of Kigali wants 
an increase in its 2019/2020 
budget to allocate funds for 
expanding some junctions 
and roads so as to ease traffic 
flow as part of preparations for 
the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) 
to be held in 2020 in Kigali.

Marie-Chantal Rwakazina, 
the Mayor of Kigali, revealed 
the plans during the 2019/20 
budget hearings in parliament 
on Friday. The current draft 
budget for City of Kigali for 
2019/2020 is Rwf23 billion. She 
said the 2018/19 budget had 
been executed at 63 percent so 
far due to different challenges 
which include delays in 
expropriations.

“We are still facing budget gaps 
in terms of expanding about five 
road junctions and about 41 km 
of roads that will mainly help us 
to cope with traffic jam during 
the Commonwealth meeting. 
We have started talks with 
different partners including 
the committee preparing the 
CHOGM meeting so that we 
get a budget to finance the 
expansion,” she said.

Some of the junctions include 
Gishushu junction, Kisimenti 
junction, Giporoso junction, 
K i m i r o n k o - K i b a g a b a g a 
junction.

“The budget is yet to be 
obtained but the junctions 

Community. For example, Dr 
Mengi’s East Africa TV and 
Radio that used to broadcast 
beyond Tanzania did a lot 
in popularising Tanzanian 
music but also East African 
music in general.

It was through the videos 
on East Africa TV that many 
got introduced to what 
was then referred to as 
Bongo Flava with the likes 
of Professor Jay, Mr Blue, 
SaidaKaroli, Ferooz, Juma 

Nature, Mwana FA, A.Y and 
many other artistes.

The Tanzanians also got to 
know about music outside 
their borders especially 
when the artistes put 
together enough Swahili 

lines to keep the attention of 
the good folks from the land 
of Nyerere.

Today, the music industry 
in the region has grown by 
leaps and bounds but still the 
Tanzanians remain ahead of 

the pack. With some of their 
musicians like Diamond 
Platnumz even owning 
media houses of their own. 
It was during the peak era 
of EATV and EA Radio that 
DJs started appreciating East 

African music and would 
play it as a whole session in 
clubs around the region.

I know a veteran journalist 
who argues that you can tell 
a country’s development by 
looking at the news stand 

the moment you land at the 
airport. I had this thought 
when I travelled to Tanzania 
my first time.

I was shocked to see they 
had broadsheet newspapers 
and newspaper stands with 
so many titles. There were so 
many Kiswahili papers but 
also some in English. During 
my stay, I enjoyed reading 
The Guardian newspaper 
from Dr Mengi’s IPP stable 
and even got inspired to do 
some stories for this paper.  

Last year, Dr Mengi 
launched his autobiography 
titled, “I can, I must, I will: 
The Spirit of Success.” The 
book that essentially talks 
about his life’s journey and 
is filled with lots of words 
of wisdom for those finding 
their feet in the business 
world today.

In a region where the 
reading culture remains 
poor and many having to rely 
on oral narratives, it is really 
commendable when one 
sits down and documents 
things for posterity. It is 
always good to walk into a 
bookstore and find so many 
books by African authors.

For a man whose empire 
included a pen factory and 
several newspapers, a book 
at the evening of his life was 
quite a fitting way to sign out. 
It is fair to say that the old 
man lived a full life and left a 
legacy worth emulating. May 
he rest in eternal peace.

 CAIRO

Egypt’s non-oil private sector 
economy expanded at the fastest rate 
since August 2015 in April, driven by 
a rise in new orders, employment 
and purchasing levels, according to 
the latest economy tracker by Dubai 
lender Emirates NBD.

The seasonally adjusted Emirates 
NBD Egypt Purchasing Managers’ 
Index – a composite indicator 
designed to give an overall overview 
of operating conditions in the non-
oil private sector economy – rose 
to 50.8 in April from 49.9 in March, 
signalling the first improvement in 

overall business conditions since 
August 2018.

The reading was also the highest 
observed in more than three and a 
half years, as business output grew 
for the first time in 17 months on the 
back of stronger demand and greater 
market movement, the tracker 
showed.

“This was the first time since 
August last year that the index 
has breached the neutral 50 level, 
which delineates contraction and 
expansion; the private sector has 
struggled to expand as it has borne 
the brunt of the ongoing economic 
reform efforts in Egypt, which began 

in late 2016,” said Daniel Richards, 
Mena Economist at Emirates NBD.

Egypt, North Africa’s largest 
economy, sustained major setbacks 
due to political turmoil in recent 
years. However, the country has 
turned a page with President Abdel 
Fattah El Sisi ushering in political 
stability and an economic reform 
programme backed by a $12 billion 
loan from the International Monetary 
Fund since late 2016. In the past two 
years, Egypt introduced at least 10 
pieces of legislation intended to 
expand the private sector and boost 
economic growth.

Last month, output growth 

was positive for the first time in 
18 months as companies noted 
stronger demand, Mr Richards said 
on Sunday. Egyptian companies 
responded to favourable domestic 
demand by lifting input buying, and 
employment levels grew for the first 
time in eight months.

However, the rise in new orders 
was largely driven by domestic 
demand, as foreign sales continued 
to decline in April albeit at a softer 
rate, the tracker showed. New 
export orders remained in negative 
territory, and companies appeared 
to be shoring up domestic demand 
by price discounting – output prices 

dipped below 50, the third time this 
year that they have declined.

“With input prices increasing at a 
faster rate than seen in March, firms’ 
margins will be squeezed by ongoing 
price discounting,” Mr Richards said.

Still, Egyptian companies were 
more positive in April than in 
previous months, due to the 
improving picture for the private 
sector, and output expectations were 
the second strongest in 12 months. 
Many companies cited growing 
tourism and export markets as the 
key reasons underpinning optimism, 
according to the tracker.

Egypt non-oil private sector strongest since 2015

The late Dr Reginald Mengi and his wife, Jacqueline Ntuyabaliwe Mengi. 

Surya founder and CEO, Riaz Currimjee.

expansion is part of a package of 
preparing for the Commonwealth 
meeting. We will finalize the needed 
budget after discussions with all 
stakeholders.”

The officials explained that the 
junctions will expanded and have 
additional features in a way that it will 
allow some cars to continue driving 
without waiting and passing through 
traffic lights.

They include road from Amahoro 
Stadium, Migina neighborhood, Five to 
Five hotel, Airtel towards new Gasabo 
district office and RDB.

The other is from Controle 
Technique, Nyabisindu to 
Nyarutarama-MTN center. Others that 
have been on progress of rehabilitation 
include Ruliba-Karama-Nyamirambo, 
Nyacyonga-Batsinda-Kagugu, and 
Nyacyonga –Gasanze – Birembo – Kami 
– Zindiro, Nyamirambo-Rebero-Nyanza 
and Rwandex- Kigali Convention 
Centre.

“We have two bridges to be expanded 
on Nyabugogo catchment. We are also 
looking at how next year we can have 
dedicated bus lanes where we will 
show public buses which routes to use 
in the morning busy hours and evening 
hours,” she said.

She said that a feasibility study 
on Bus Rapid Transit system will be 
completed before this year but it 
also requires detailed studies before 
implementation. “We are looking at 
buses that look like trains as well as 
cable cars whose memorandum of 
understanding to launch trials will be 
signed at the end of this year,” she said.
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SoftBank said to mulling 
IPO of $100bn Vision Fund

DIVERSIFICATION 

VOTING 

 TOKYO 
Japan’s SoftBank Group is mulling an ini-

tial public offering of its $100 billion Vision 

Fund, which scouts for investments in fast-

growing technology firms, according to a re-

port in the Wall Street Journal.

The Vision Fund, created jointly with the 

Saudi Arabia’s sovereign Public Investment 

Fund, is the world’s largest private equity 

fund and has made a number of high profile 

investments including a $10bn injection into 

ride-hailing firm Uber. Abu Dhabi’s Mubada-

la Investment Company is also an investor in 

the Vision Fund.

SoftBank was most recently said to be in 

discussions with Oman about investing in 

the fund. Saudi Arabia’s PIF has committed 

$45bn over the next five years to the fund, 

making it its largest investor.

According to sources cited by the WSJ, the 

IPO plan is aimed at raising new funds that 

are needed amid the frantic pace of deals 

signed by SoftBank founder 

and chief executive Masayoshi 

Son. He has invested nearly all 

of the capital it received, in just 

two years.

One of the sources cited Mr 

Son’s negotiation of informal 

deals worth several billion dol-

lars, which the fund does not 

have, as necessitating the need 

for more financing. Invest-

ments planned over a span of 

four years will now be done in 

just under two, requiring the 

need for new capital raise, the 

sources added.

In February, the Vision Fund 

said it was investing $1.5bn in 

Chinese car trading platform 

Chehaoduo Group, placing an-

other major bet on the world’s 

largest automobile market. 

They’re also a backer of Didi 

Chuxing, the ride-hailing ser-

vice that ran Uber Technologies 

out of the country, as well as so-

cial media giant Bytedance and 

AI player SenseTime Group.

 SATURDAY  27 April 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:30   Usairi wako
12:00 Shamba lulu
12:30 Telenovela rpt: Destiny (Des-

tino)  
14:45 Igizo rpt: Riziki
15:15 Igizo rpt: Elininyo
15:45 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:00 Igizo rpt: Kimya Milele
16:30 Igizo: Mtego rpt 
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Elininyo 
19:00 Sanaa na wasanii
19:30 Jungu Kuu 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Igizo: Kimya Milele
21:30 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:30 Isidingo rpt  
01:00 CNN International 
 
SUNDAY 28 April  
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:45 Aibu Yako
11:50 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt  
12:50 Bongo Movie rpt: It wasn’t me
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 Korean drama: The great 

queen Seonduk
16:45 Mjue zaidi
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Mizengwe rpt
18:45   Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Mizengwe  
21:00 Bongo Movie: It wasn’t me
22:00 Telenovela rpt: Destiny (Des-

tino)

MONDAY  29 April 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Igizo: Elininyo
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00 Kimya Milele
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Jungu kuu rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Telenovela: Destiny (Destino)

14:55   Habari za saa
15:00   Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   Mapishi rpt
18:30 Kesho Leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: Destiny (Destino)
23:00   Habari
23:30   The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 CNN International

TUESDAY 30 April 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55   Habari za saa   
11:00   Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:15   Igizo: Mtego
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera   
12:30 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Uchumi na biashara
13:30   Kipindi Maalum rpt : TFDA
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Mizengwe rpt
14:15 Telenovela: Destiny (Destino) 

rpt: 
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30   Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 The great queen Seonduk
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00   Tanzania yetu
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: Chetu ni 

chetu
22:00 Telenovela: Destiny (Destino)
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

WEDNESDAY 01 May 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Movie:Cut off  prt 1 & 2
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30   Jarida la wanawake rpt
13:00   Dakika 45
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Destiny (Des-

tino): 
15:00 Movie: DNA
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15   Mapishi rpt 

18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00 Kipindi Maalum: TFDA 
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe? 
21:10 Kipindi Maalum : Tanesco
21:40 Kesho leo rpt 
22:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tatu mzuka
22:10 Telenovela: Destiny (Destino) 
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera  
2:00 CNN International

THURSDAY  02 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Igizo: Riziki
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00 Igizo: Elininyo
11:15   Kesho leo rpt
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00   Sanaa na wasanii 
13:30 Tanzania yetu
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Destiny (Des-

tino)
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00 Usairi wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00 Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 
  
FRIDAY 03 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     Isidingo
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00   Watoto wetu
10:30   Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:30   Usairi wako
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Telenovela rpt: Destiny 

(Destino) 
14:55   Habari za saa  
15:00 Meza huru

16:30   Watoto wetu
17:00   The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15   Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30 Shamba lulu
19:00 Uchumi na biashara
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima joto
23:00 Habari 
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 
  
SATURDAY  04 May 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:30   Usairi wako
12:00 Shamba lulu
12:30 Telenovela rpt: Destiny (Des-

tino)  
14:45 Igizo rpt: Riziki
15:15 Igizo rpt: Elininyo
15:45 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:00 Igizo rpt: Kimya Milele
16:30 Igizo: Mtego rpt 
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Elininyo 
19:00 Sanaa na wasanii
19:30 Jungu Kuu 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Igizo: Kimya Milele
21:30 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:30 Isidingo rpt  
01:00 CNN International 
 
SUNDAY 05 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:45 Aibu Yako
11:50 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt  
12:50 Bongo Movie rpt: It wasn’t me 

2
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 Korean drama: The great 

queen Seonduk
16:45 Mjue zaidi
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Mizengwe rpt
18:45   Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Mizengwe  
21:00 Bongo Movie: 
22:00 Telenovela rpt: Destiny (Des-

tino)
     

   CAPITAL 
     
  
  Frid  03 May 
06:00  Al Jazeera

08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00   Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Innovation rpt
12:30 The Decor rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Life is a teacher
13:45 Series rpt: Iljimae
14:30  Chetu ni chetu rpt
15:00 Korean Dram rpt: Emperor of 

the sea 
16:00 CNN International
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  Meza Huru
19:00  Drive it
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Series: Iljimae
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 04 May
08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Usairi wako rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of 

the sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Iljimae 
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Iron Chef.
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie:  The Cradle
23:00 Grapes of Justice rpt
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  05 May
08:00 CNN International
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Iron chef rpt
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  Shamba lulu
13:30  Series rpt: Life is a teacher
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Drive it rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of 

the sea 
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Series rpt: Iljimae
00:00 Al Jazeera
22:15 Series rpt: Iljimae
00:00 Al Jazeera

  NEW DELHI 

From his window in a new 

apartment block in Luc-

know, a former Dubai resi-

dent sees names he instantly 

recognises, from the mas-

sive Emaar residential pro-

ject being built across the 

road to a Lulu supermarket 

that will open further up.

These are concrete sym-

bols of development in the 

north Indian city he left 

about 20 years ago to work 

in the UAE. They are also the 

reasons Jaideep Pai will vote 

for Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata 

Party in the ongoing general 

election.

“When I look outside and 

see the new construction, 

it’s as if Dubai has followed 

us home. New roads have 

been built, new malls and 

high-rise apartments,” said 

Mr Pai, who worked with a 

UAE telecoms firm and re-

turned to India to start an 

event management compa-

ny with his wife.

“There is a lot of infra-

structure development tak-

ing place. The economy is 

growing and there is a boom 

in many sectors. I feel the 

BJP will come back because 

overall they have done some 

good work. He [Modi] has 

brought results and you can 

see the change.”

India is among the world’s 

fastest-growing economies, 

with foreign direct invest-

ment touching a record $40 

billion last year. The country 

is also set to unseat the UK 

as the fifth-largest trillion-

dollar economy, according 

to projections by the Inter-

national Monetary Fund.

However, there have been 

drawbacks. A federal policy 

termed “demonetisation” — 

intended to flush out unde-

clared wealth, also known 

as black money — continues 

to affect the growth of small 

businesses more than three 

years after it was imple-

mented.

The government has also 

come in for severe criticism 

for the spate of attacks on 

Muslims and members of 

lower castes for allegedly 

eating beef or slaughtering 

cows, an animal that is sa-

cred to many Hindus.

Critics have also come 

down heavily on the aggres-

sive brand of Hindu nation-

alism that picked up after 

the BJP took charge in 2014. 

But many Indians said this 

would not stop them for vot-

ing for Mr Modi.

“Yes, he needs to rein in 

some factors but overall he 

has been doing well. India is 

a very big and diverse coun-

try. For such a country, the 

leadership has to be very 

strong to achieve anything,” 

Mr Pai said.

“The moment you have 

too much consultation or 

consensus, we get bogged 

down, everything slows 

down and we lose speed that 

is one of the most important 

aspects for a growing econ-

omy. A strong leadership 

has to be the starting point. 

There will always be detrac-

tors but people who are with 

him will continue to be with 

him.”

Voters who helped the BJP 

sweep to power with an out-

right majority five years ago 

recall the corruption scan-

dals under the previous coa-

lition government led by the 

Congress party, when bribes 

were allegedly paid for con-

tracts ranging from Com-

monwealth Games projects 

to telecom licences.

They back Mr Modi’s re-

forms, from a nationwide 

goods and services tax that 

will make it tough to circum-

vent levies to a law enforcing 

transparency in a real estate 

sector known for cash trans-

actions on which taxes are 

not paid.

“I’m tired of people think-

ing that I’m a Modi bhakht 

[devotee] or a Hindu nation-

alist because I support the 

BJP,” said Vaishali Bajpai, a 

garment exporter.

“I back the party because 

corruption even at lower 

levels has come down. Be-

fore we had to pay to get 

licences and papers passed 

but government officials 

now are too scared of being 

hauled up in the new re-

gime. It’s easier and cleaner 

doing business and I hope 

that will continue.”

Opinion polls have fore-

cast victory for the BJP and 

its allies with a reduced ma-

jority, but the government 

remains confident it will eas-

ily beat an opposition alli-

ance of 20 parties including 

the Congress.

Keshav Prasad Maurya, 

the deputy chief minister 

of Uttar Pradesh, is the son 

of a poor farmer and once 

worked at a tea stall much 

like Mr Modi. “The poor un-

derstand the work he is try-

ing to do. He has left a deep 

impression in their minds. 

They know he works to im-

prove their lives,” Mr Mau-

rya said in an interview with 

The National.

“People have started their 

own business with loans 

sanctioned, millions have 

got a new lease of life. This 

is why we will continue to 

get the support of back-

ward communities, the 

common people, the youth 

and women.” Indians also 

point to improved roads 

and regular power supply 

for small towns and villages, 

and how small businesses 

have benefited from federal 

programmes granting quick 

access to credit. Far from 

bright lights of Lucknow’s 

new malls, the BJP’s lotus 

symbol gets a thumbs-up 

from Amresh Kumar as he 

pours steaming hot tea into 

small cups for truckers.

Demonetisation did dis-

rupt his life, but the magic of 

18 hours of electricity a day 

cannot be measured. “We 

stood in long lines and had a 

difficult time getting money 

from the bank, but at least 

the rich lost some of their 

black money,” he said from 

a small restaurant off a busy 

highway.

Masayoshi Son, chief executive of SoftBank Group signed sev-
eral informal deals worth billions of dollars in China recently. 

Amresh Kumar prepares snacks at roadside restaurant in Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh.

KUWAIT CITY 

Zain Group, Kuwait’s biggest telecom pro-
vider, posted a 15 per cent year-on-year in-
crease in first quarter net profit, as demand 
for its data services increased and the com-
pany attracted new customers in all seven of 
its markets.

Consolidated net profit increased to $155m 
in the first three months of the year, the 
company said on Thursday. Revenue in the 
period surged 56 per cent to $1.33bn from 
the year earlier. Zain’s first quarter earnings 
before interest, taxes, depreciation and am-
ortisation (Ebidta) was $585m, up more than 
twofold from the previous year.

Ahmed Al Tahous, chairman of Zain Group, 
attributed the results to the implementation 
of the digital transformation strategy in the 
telco’s operations that has seen substantial 
investments in network upgrades, fiber op-
tics and 5G readiness.

“We will continue driving cost optimisa-
tion initiatives to improve the efficiency of 
the operations and seek new lucrative op-

portunities in driving the business forward 
and increasing shareholder value,” said Mr 
Tahous.

Zain Group operates in Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and South 
Sudan. In Lebanon, it manages mobile op-
erator Touch on behalf of the government. 
The telco said it served 50 million customers 
collectively in all markets, at the end of the 
period ending 31 March - posting a 6 per cent 
increase over the prior period.

The three-month period saw 55 per cent 
net income growth in Bahrain, strong data 
revenue growth of 9 per cent in Kuwait and 
the operator adding 1.5 million new custom-
ers in Iraq to reach 16 million.

The consolidation of Zain Saudi Arabia 
into Zain Group, which was started in the 
third quarter of last year, resulted in an addi-
tional $559m in revenue in the first quarter, 
the company said in a statement. Revenue 
from internet data packages grew 118 per 
cent, representing 37 per cent of the telco’s 
total revenue.

Kuwait’s Zain irst quarter net 
proit rises 15% to $155 million

SUCCESS 
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GAZA/JERUSALEM 

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said yesterday he ordered 
the military to continue “massive 
strikes” against militants in Gaza as a 
surge in cross-border hostilities ran 
into a third day.

A rocket fired from Gaza killed an 
Israeli civilian yesterday and two Pales-
tinian gunmen were killed in an Israeli 
strike, with no sign of any impending 
ceasefire in the most serious border 
flare-up since November.

Israel’s military said more than 450 
rockets, many of them intercepted by 
its Iron Dome anti-missile system, have 
been fired at southern Israeli cities and 
villages since Friday, and it attacked 
some 220 targets belonging to Gaza 
militant groups.

Police said one of the rockets hit a 
house in the city of Ashkelon, killing a 
58-year-old man. That marked the first 
Israeli civilian fatality in a rocket strike 
from Gaza since a 2014 war between 
Israel and militants in the Hamas-run 
enclave.

“This morning I instructed the IDF 
(Israel Defence Forces) to continue 
with massive strikes against terrorists 
in the Gaza Strip and I also instructed 
that forces around the Gaza Strip be 
stepped up with tank, artillery and 
infantry forces,” Netanyahu, who dou-
bles as Israeli defense minister, said in 
a statement.

The escalation, comes just ahead of 
both the Muslim holy month of Rama-
dan and Israel’s Independence Day 
holiday, prompted Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu to convene 
security chiefs. 

Egyptian mediators, credited with 
brokering ceasefires in previous 
rounds of violence, were working to 
prevent further hostilities. 

The latest round of violence began 
on Friday when a Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad sniper fired at Israeli troops, 
wounding two soldiers, according to 
the Israeli military. 

Israel retaliated with an air strike that 
killed two militants from the armed Is-
lamist group Hamas, which controls 
Gaza. Two other Palestinians protest-
ing near the frontier were killed by Is-
raeli forces on the same day, Palestin-
ian officials said. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad began fir-
ing waves of rockets into Israel early 
on Saturday. The Israeli military said 
its tanks and aircraft responded with 
strikes against more than 120 militant 
targets belonging to both groups. 

 Explosions shook Gaza City, where 
busy streets were packed with shop-
pers preparing for Ramadan. 

The Gaza Health Ministry said a 
14-month-old baby, her pregnant 
mother and another man were killed 
by Israeli strikes and at least 20 other 
Palestinians were wounded. Residents 
identified two of them as militants. 

“The Israeli plane fired a missile near 
the house and the shrapnel entered the 
house and hit the poor baby,” said her 
aunt, Ibtessam Abu Arar. 

The Israeli military Arabic spokes-
man, Avichay Adraee, questioned 
whether the baby was killed in an air 
strike. 

“According to indications, the infant 
and her mother were killed as a result 
of Palestinian terrorist activities and 
not as a result of an Israeli raid,” he said 

Netanyahu: Israel will 
continue ‘massive 
attacks’ in Gaza

on Twitter, without providing further details. 
Two multi-story buildings in Gaza City were de-

stroyed by Israeli raids. One, the Israeli military 
said, housed Hamas’s intelligence and security 
offices. The other housed Islamic Jihad facilities, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Witnesses said the Israeli military had warned 
people inside to evacuate the buildings before 
they were bombed. One of them also housed 
the office of the Turkish state-run Anadolu news 
agency. Ankara condemned the strike. 

A small armed pro-Hamas group in Gaza, the 
Protectors of Al-Aqsa, said one of its men was 
killed in another air strike. 

The Magen David Adom ambulance service said 
two Israelis were wounded by shrapnel. 

TRUCE EFFORTS 

Israeli military spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jonathan Conricus said Israel was prepared to 
intensify its attacks. He added that Islamic Jihad 
was trying to destabilize the border and blamed 
Hamas for failing to rein it in. 

Islamic Jihad said in a statement that the rocket 
barrages were a response to Friday’s events and 
that Israel has been delaying the implementation 
of previous understandings brokered by Cairo. 

In a joint statement, Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
said: “Our response will be broader and more 
painful if the enemy pursues its aggression.” 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas con-
demned the Israeli actions in Gaza. 

Hamas said on Thursday that its Gaza chief, 
Yeyha Sinwar, had travelled to Cairo for talks on 
efforts to maintain calm along the border and al-
leviate hardship in the enclave. 

“Egypt has stepped up its efforts with Hamas, 
the Islamic Jihad and Israel, but there is no conclu-

sion yet,” said a Palestinian official familiar with 
Cairo’s mediation efforts. 

The United Nations has also been part of the 
Cairo talks. 

“The United Nations is working with Egypt and 
all sides to calm the situation,” said UN Middle 
East envoy Nickolay Mladenov. “This endless cycle 
of violence must end and efforts must accelerate 
to realize a political solution to the crisis in Gaza.” 

“The United States strongly condemns the on-
going barrage of rocket attacks by Hamas and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad,” a US State Department 
spokesperson said on Saturday. 

Although aerial exchanges are frequent, Israel 
and Hamas have managed to avert all-out war for 
the past five years. 

Israel is due to host the 2019 Eurovision song 
contest finals in less than two weeks in Tel Aviv, 
towards which long-range rockets were launched 
in mid-March. 

Some 2 million Palestinians live in Gaza, whose 
economy has suffered years of blockades as well 
as recent foreign aid cuts. Unemployment stands 
at 52 percent, according to the World Bank, and 
poverty is rampant. 

Israel says its blockade is necessary to stop 
weapons reaching Hamas, with which it has 
fought three wars since the group seized control 
of Gaza in 2007. 

Over the past few weeks, Cairo’s mediation had 
helped persuade Israel to lift some restrictions on 
the movement of goods and people in and out of 
Gaza and expand the Mediterranean zone where 
Gazans can fish. 

But Israel scaled back the fishing zone this week 
in response to rocket fire and shut the border 
crossings entirely on Saturday after barrages from 
Gaza.      Agencies

JUBA

THE UN Mission in South Su-
dan (UNMISS) hailed yesterday 
the consensus reached between 
the country’s warring parties to 
extend the period by six months 
to form a power-sharing govern-
ment.

David Shearer, head of UNMISS, 
said the unanimous decision to 
extend the pre-transitional peri-
od of a peace agreement leading 
to the formation of a new, unified 
government is a sign of goodwill 
between the parties to end the 

suffering of their people.
“This united decision of the par-

ties is important to reassure the 
people of South Sudan that the 
peace agreement is still alive,” 
Shearer said in a statement issued 
in Juba.

“It is a step towards ending the 
suffering caused by the conflict 
and gives millions of displaced 
families the confidence to return 
home and rebuild their lives,” he 
added.

The South Sudanese govern-
ment and the oppositions signed 
a peace agreement in September 

last year, aiming to stipulate a 
transitional government before a 
deadline on May 12.

The Intergovernmental Author-
ity on Development, a regional 
bloc which is mediating the peace 
deal between the two parties, said 
Friday that the two sides agreed 
to extend the pre-transitional pe-
riod by six months effective from 
May 12 to enable the execution of 
the critical pending tasks.

The decision came after a two-
day meeting in Ethiopia’s capital 
Addis Ababa in which they re-
viewed the status of the pre-tran-

sitional tasks.
Shearer said the responsibility 

lies with the parties to live up to 
their commitments, noting that 
key political leaders should meet 
regularly to ensure the agreement 
stays on track.

He, however, regretted that a 
number of fundamental issues 
remain unresolved, including the 
formation of a unified security 
force and the issue of boundaries 
and states.

“However, this six-month exten-
sion gives the parties more time 
to achieve the benchmarks agreed 

upon and make peace a reality,” 
he added.

Shearer acknowledged the pro-
gress made since September, in-
cluding an overall reduction in 
political violence which has po-
tentially saved thousands of lives.

“The resulting ceasefire has also 
enabled government and opposi-
tion forces to build trust and con-
fidence through the holding of 
over 100 peace meetings and rap-
prochements across the country, 
many of which were facilitated by 
UNMISS,” he said.

“UNMISS will be there as they 

work to secure lasting peace for 
the sake of their people,” Shearer 
said.

South Sudan descended into 
conflict in December 2013, killing 
tens of thousands and displacing 
about 4 million others.

An earlier peace agreement, 
signed in 2015, collapsed after 
clashes erupted in July 2016 in 
Juba, forcing opposition leader 
Riek Machar to flee the capital.

Under the 2018 peace deal, 
Machar will be reinstated as Pres-
ident Salva Kiir’s deputy.

  Xinhua

UN hails consensus of South Sudan’s parties on delay of unity govt formation

DHAKA/BHUBANESWAR, India 

THE strongest cyclone to hit In-
dia in five years killed at least 12 
people in eastern Odisha state, be-
fore swinging north-eastwards into 
Bangladesh on Saturday where four 
more people died although more 
than a million had been moved to 
safety.

After it made landfall early on Fri-
day, tropical cyclone Fani had lost 
some of its power and was down-
graded to a ‘Deep Depression’ by 
the Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment as the storm moved inland 
over Bangladesh.

“The fear of a major disaster is 
mostly over as it has weakened,” 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, director of 
the Bangladesh Meteorological De-
partment, told reporters.

A storm surge still breached em-
bankments to submerge dozens of 
villages on Bangladesh’s low-lying 
coast, a disaster ministry official in 
Dhaka said.

About 1.2 million people living 
in the most vulnerable districts in 
Bangladesh had been moved to 
some 4,000 shelters.

 The official said storm had dam-

aged more than 500 houses. It 
destroyed several houses in the 
Noakhali district, where a two-year-
old child and a 12-year-old girl were 
killed, and about 30 people were 
injured, local official Tanmoy Das 
told Reuters.

Bangladesh’s junior disaster min-
ister Enamur Rahman told report-
ers that at least four people had 
been killed and 63 injured.

In India, authorities were assess-
ing damage left behind by Fani, 
which had spent days building 
power over the northern reaches 
of the Bay of Bengal before tearing 
into Odisha.

Indian media reported that at 
least 12 people had died across the 
state, with most deaths caused by 
falling trees, but a mass evacuation 
of 1.2 million people in the 24 hours 
before the tropical cyclone made 
landfall averted a greater loss of life.

The seaside temple town of Puri, 
which lay directly in the path of 
Fani, suffered extensive damage, as 
winds gusting up to 200 kph tore 
off tin roofs, snapped power lines, 
and uprooted trees on Friday.

“Destruction is unimaginable... 
Puri is devastated,”Odisha’s Special 

Relief Commissioner Bishnupada 
Sethi told Reuters, adding that 116 
people were reported injured 
across the state.

Video footage taken from an In-
dian navy aircraft showed exten-
sive inundation in areas around 
Puri, with wide swathes of land 
submerged in the aftermath of the 

storm.
At least six people died in Bhu-

baneswar, Odisha’s state capital, 
where fallen trees blocked roads 
and electricity supply was still to be 
fully restored.

Ashok Patnaik, director of Capi-
tal Hospital, one of the largest 
state-run hospitals in n Bhubane-

swar, said four people were re-
ceived dead on Friday and two on 
Saturday. “All are cyclone related,” 
he said. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is in the midst of a gen-
eral election, said in a tweet that he 
would visit Odisha on Monday.

Bhubaneswar airport suffered 
considerable damage, but would 
re-open on Saturday afternoon, In-
dia’s aviation ministry said.

Shelters were set up in schools 
and other safe buildings to accom-
modate the evacuees, who includ-
ed scores of tourists.

Neighbouring West Bengal state 
escaped substantial damage, but 
authorities moved nearly 45,000 
people to safer locations.

The cyclone season in the Bay of 
Bengal can last from April to De-
cember. In 1999, a super-cyclone 
battered the coast of Odisha for 
30hours, killing 10,000 people.

But since then, technology ad-
vances have helped weather fore-
casters track the cyclones more 
accurately, giving authorities more 
time to prepare, and a mass evacu-
ation of nearly a million people 
saved thousands of lives in 2013.

  Agencies

Mass evacuations save lives as cyclone Fani hits Bangladesh

Crowds gather for coronation 
procession of Thai king

BANGKOK

 THAILAND overflows with the yellow color over the 
weekend thanks to hundreds of thousands of Thais lining 
along the streets under the scorching sun in Bangkok and 
cheering for the newly crowned King Maha Vajiralongkorn. 
The color is associated with the monarch and putting on 
yellow clothing shows people’s support for the king.

The monarch, now known as King Rama X of Thailand 
as the 10th king of the Chakri Dynasty founded in late 18th 
century, rode in the royal palanquin in the royal proces-
sion around the city on Sunday fully dressed in golden 
royal fittings.

The procession started at 4:30 pm local time, but many 
people had arrived in the early hours of the morning and 
even the night before, hoping to reserve a good spot to see 
the king close-up.

“The majority of people in Thailand have never seen any 
coronation before,” said Korn Dabbaransi, president of the 
Thai-Chinese Friendship Association. “So everyone looks 
forward to witness the coronation for the first time in 
their life.” Maimoonorh Hiermayer, in a yellow dress, trav-
elled with her sister from Nonthaburi province in central 
Thailand on Sunday and squeezed into a line outside the 
checkpoint near the Grand Palace by the afternoon. She 
had come from Vienna, where she lives.

“I feel very excited to see King Rama X,” she said. And to 
her, “there will be no other country like Thailand where 
everyone in this country loves the king from the bottom 
of our hearts.” King Vajiralongkorn, born on July 28, 1952, 
is the only son of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej and 
Queen Sirikit. After his father died in October 2016 after a 
reign of about 70 years, he ascended the throne on Dec 1 
during the same year and observed two years of mourning 
before the weekend’s coronation.

The coronation ceremonies from May 4 to 6 are the first 
time the country has organized since King Bhumibol was 
crowned on April 21, 1950. King Vajiralongkorn also grant-
ed Queen Suthida her full royal title, though their marriage 
was announced only recently.

Dabbaransi, also former deputy prime minister of Thai-
land, said: “The royal coronation for Rama X is another 
ceremony that all 70 million souls of the Thai people have 
been waiting for.”

Many locals spent Saturday, the first day of official cer-
emonies and religious rituals crowning the King, watching 
live broadcasts, the first ever in Thai history. The king sat 
on a golden throne under a nine-tiered umbrella to receive 
royal regalia including a gold-enameled, diamond-tipped, 
high-reaching crown weighing 7.3 kg.

In a message of congratulation on Saturday, President Xi 
Jinping said the king is an old friend of the Chinese peo-
ple and has been attending to and supporting the cause of 
friendship between the two countries for long.

Staffs at the Chinese Embassy in Bangkok, all in yellow 
shirts, joined the celebrations and expressed their best 
wishes for heart-to-heart bilateral exchanges between the 
peoples.

Thitinan Pongsudhirak, director of the Institute of Secu-
rity and International Studies at Chulalongkorn University 
in Bangkok, said the role of the crown “will be key in re-
storing and ushering in some kind of a new normal, a new 
kind of political stability and balance”. He added that the 
official enthronement will solidify kingship and enhance 
Rama X’s aura as the new king.

“The late king was immensely popular because he 
worked hard and dedicated himself to Thai people,” said 
Pongsudhirak. But his twilight was dotted with recurrent 
political conflict and polarization.

“The new king inherits this protracted conflict and 
polarization,” he said, “and has an opportunity to build 
popularity.” “Rama X will lead this kingdom into a time 
of prosperity and peace for the people of this land,” said 
Dabbaransi from Thai-Chinese Friendship Association, 
adding that the relations between China and Thailand will 
continue to be as close as a family since the friendship is 
time-tested.

The ceremonies also caught the eye of foreign tourists. 
When planning for her nine-day trip in Thailand, Wang Yu-
jie, 28, a project manager in a new energy company in Bei-
jing, read online about the king coronation and decided to 
stay in Bangkok during the weekend to witness the special 
moment. “It’s going to be a special experience to see the 
grand ceremonies,” said Wang.   Agencies

King Maha Vajiralongkorn

Damaged structures and uprooted trees lie along a road in Puri district after 
Cyclone Fani hit the coastal eastern state of Odisha, India on Friday. (AP)
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CAIRO

THE recently announced in-
tention of U.S. President Donald 
Trump to designate the Muslim 
Brotherhood group as a terrorist 
organization has raised debate 
among key players in the Middle 
East region.

About three weeks after the 
visit of Egyptian President Ab-
del-Fattah al-Sisi to Washington 
and his talks with Trump, the 
White House said last week that 
the U.S. president is working 
to label the group as a terrorist 
organization.

In response, the 90-year-old 
Islamist group said in a state-
ment on its website that it will 
stick to its “moderate and peace-
ful” approach despite Trump’s 
plan.

The U.S. plan is surely wel-
comed by Egypt and its allies 
in the Gulf region including 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) which 
largely supported the Egyptian 
army’s ouster of former Muslim 
Brotherhood-oriented President 
Mohamed Morsi in July 2013.

The Egyptian authorities 
blacklisted the group a few 
months after the army removed 
Morsi in response to mass 
protests against his one-year 
controversial rule, launching a 
massive security crackdown on 
the group’s loyalists.

Since then, Egypt has been 
facing a wave of terrorist 
activities that killed hundreds 
of policemen, soldiers and civil-
ians, while the Egyptian forces 
killed hundreds of terrorists and 
arrested thousands of suspects 
in the country’s anti-terror war 
declared by al-Sisi.

Meanwhile, Cairo’s ties with 
Washington improved under 
Trump after a rift during the 
time of former U.S. President 
Barack Obama whose adminis-
tration rejected Morsi’s popular-
ly-backed military removal.

“The anticipated move is a 
big change in the U.S. policy 
toward groups that the former 
U.S. government dealt with as 
political entities,” said Samir 
Ragheb, head of the Cairo-
based Arab Foundation for 
Development and Strategic 
Studies (AFDSS).

The Egyptian expert referred 
to a state of “closer understand-
ing” between the United States 
and Arab allies like Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain, 
which led to a change in the 
U.S. position in their favor.

Most terror activities in Egypt 
over the past few years have 
been claimed by a Sinai-based 
group loyal to the Islamic State 
regional militant group.

The Egyptian leadership con-
siders the Muslim Brotherhood 
the source of all evil and terror 
while the group denies it.

“If the U.S. decision is imple-
mented, it will be considered 
a big victory for the Egyptian 
diplomacy,” the AFDSS chief 
told Xinhua.

It took Egypt a lot of diplo-
matic efforts to dissuade the 
U.S. Democrats who used to 
see the Muslim Brotherhood as 
part of the solution in fighting 
terrorism, Ragheb added.

Meanwhile, regional players 
Iran and Turkey rejected the 
U.S. plan to classify the Muslim 

Brotherhood as a terrorist orga-
nization, arguing that Trump’s 
move would undermine the 
region’s stability and promote 
extremism.

Ties between Egypt and Iran 
have been cut off for decades, 
since Egypt signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979.

Egypt is also at odds with 
Turkey and Qatar for hosting 
and sheltering fleeing Mus-
lim Brotherhood members, 
accusing them of supporting 
terrorism and interfering in the 
Egyptian domestic affairs.

The charges have been dis-
missed by both countries.

The rift with Qatar led Egypt 
to join a Saudi-led blockade 
against Qatar in June 2017, 
cutting its diplomatic ties and 
economic cooperation with the 
oil-rich country to pressure it 
to give up its support for the 
Muslim Brotherhood.

“Implementation of the U.S. 
decision is likely to face some 
difficulties, including Turkey’s 
rejection whose ruling party 
is affiliated with the Muslim 
Brotherhood,” Ragheb said.

The expert pointed out 
that the required approval of 
decision by the U.S. Congress 
is among the challenges facing 
Trump’s approach targeting 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Notably, Shiite Iran and 
Sunni Saudi Arabia are long-
time regional rivals, as Riyadh 
sees Tehran’s regional expan-
sion ambitions as a threat to its 
sovereignty.

This also explains their 
conflicting positions on the 
controversial group which was 
founded in Egypt in 1928.

  Xinhua

Trump’s plan to blacklist Egypt-based Muslim 
Brotherhood triggers regional debate

CHONGQING

KEBEDE Abera, consul of Ethiopia 
in China’s Chongqing Municipality, be-
lieves western China will be the next 
main consumer of Ethiopian coffee.

“With a population of nearly 400 mil-
lion people, western China is a big pie 
for Ethiopia, the world’s leading coffee 
producer,” he said.

The consumption of Ethiopian cof-
fee has been maintaining a double-
digit growth annually in western China. 
It first arrives in Chongqing before 
heading out into China’s other western 
regions.

Located in China’s inland southwest, 
Chongqing is connected to the eastern 
seaboard thanks to the Yangtze, China’s 
longest river, making it a transit hub for 
trading commodities in and outside 
China.

But the long shipping distance on 
the Yangtze waterway was always a 
headache for businesses. More than 
2,000 km from Chongqing to the east 
coast meant two or even three months 
of transportation.

But all have changed.

EASIER LOGISTICS

Easier logistics through the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) and China’s re-
gional development and opening up, 
is improving transportation due to the 
rising number of China-Europe freight 
trains since 2011.

The trains helped slash travel from 
Chongqing to Europe to about 12 days, 
about one-third of ocean shipping 
time. A total of 1,442 freight trains trav-
eled between Chongqing and Europe 
last year, compared with 100 in 2014.

Southeast Asian countries also en-
joy the dividends of the China-Europe 
freight trains, especially after Chongq-
ing launched the China-Singapore rail-
sea transit route in 2017.

The New International Land-Sea 
Trade Corridor is a trade and logis-
tics passage under the framework 
of the China-Singapore (Chongqing) 
Demonstration Initiative on Strate-
gic Connectivity.

With Chongqing as the transpor-
tation hub, the new corridor uses 
ports in Guangxi’s Beibu Gulf to 
reach ports in Singapore and other 
ASEAN countries and links China-
Europe freight trains launched from 
other western Chinese cities before 
heading for Central Asia, South Asia 
and Europe.

By the end of last year, freight 
trains had made 805 trips via the 
corridor, which links 155 ports in 71 
countries and regions.

Seven other Chinese provinces 
and autonomous regions -- Guangxi, 
Yunnan, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Gansu, 
Guizhou and Ningxia -- have joined 
trade cooperation via the corridor.

NEW FORTUNE

China put forward the West Devel-
opment strategy in 1999 to help the 
underdeveloped western region catch 
up with the more prosperous eastern 
areas. Since then, China’s west has 
maintained steady and rapid econom-
ic development.

Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics show that the GDP of China’s 
western region increased from 1.73 tril-
lion yuan (257 billion U.S. dollars) in 
2000 to 17.1 trillion yuan in 2017, annual 

World benefits from western China’s development

growth of 11.6 percent.
Between 2012 and 2017, the west-

ern region had sustained an average 
annual GDP growth of 8.9 percent, 1.8 
percent higher than the national rate, 
suggesting an ever-shrinking develop-
ment gap between the country’s east 
and west.

The fast development has attracted 
an increasing number of global busi-
nesses.

Xi’an, capital of northwest China’s 

Shaanxi Province, has attracted more 
than 210 of the world’s top 500 com-
panies and those in Chongqing and 
Chengdu, capital of southwest China’s 
Sichuan Province, have all exceeded 
280.

“With vast land, large population and 
fast growing economy, western China 
has provided considerable opportuni-
ties for transnational corporations,” 
said Shane Tedjarati, president of Hon-
eywell Global High Growth Regions, 

which aims to be a leading software 
industrial company.

So far, Honeywell has established 
several branches and manufacturing 
plants in western Chinese cities includ-
ing Chengdu, Chongqing and Xi’an. 
Among the company’s Asia Pacific mar-
kets, business in western China enjoys 
better growth.

“I think now it’s the right time to go 
westward to tap mid-segment market,” 
Shane Tedjarati said.         Xinhua

The land-sea freight train of the New International Land-Sea Trade Corridor heading for Indonesia waits to depart in southwest China’s 
Chongqing, April 26, 2019. (Xinhua)

MOSCOW 

INTERNATIONAL mediatory 
efforts to promote dialogue 
between the Venezuelan gov-
ernment and opposition will 
be in focus of talks between the 
Russian and Venezuelan top 
diplomats on Sunday, the Rus-
sian foreign ministry said on 
Saturday.

“The sides will exchange 
views on the situation in and 
around Venezuela follow-
ing the attempted coup in 
that country, as well as on the 
prospects for political and dip-
lomatic settlement of differ-
ences within the Venezuelan 
constitution and options for 
international mediatory efforts 
towards promoting dialogue 
between the government and 
the opposition,” the ministry 
said.

The two ministers, Sergey 

Lavrov of Russia and Jorge Ar-
reaza of Venezuela, will also 
discuss “steps to be done to ex-
pand the Russian-Venezuelan 
comprehensive partnership on 
the global arena, to invigorate 
efforts of the informal groups 
of nations to protect the goals 
and principles committed to 
paper in the United Nations 
Charter and counteract the 
illegally imposed unilateral 
sanctions that have adverse 
impacts on the socio-economic 
situation in that country”, the 
ministry said.

Apart from that, they will 
touch upon the implementa-
tion of the practical agree-
ments reached by the Russian-
Venezuelan intergovernmental 
high-level commission at its 
meeting on April 4-5.

Grass-roots anti-government 
protests resumed in Venezuela 
on Tuesday after some of the 

country’s top brass had sided 
with opposition leader Juan 
Guaido. Four persons were 
killed and hundreds were hurt 
during riots.

Situation in Venezuela

In the recent years, Venezu-
ela has been living through an 
acute socio-economic crisis 
amidst hyperinflation and de-
valuation of the national cur-
rency unit. The situation de-
teriorated in 2019 following a 
hike in frictions between the 
government and its political 
opponents.

Juan Guaido, Venezuelan op-
position leader and speaker of 
the National Assembly, whose 
appointment to that position 
had been cancelled by the 
country’s Supreme Court, de-
clared himself interim presi-
dent at a rally in the country’s 
capital, Caracas, on January 23. 

On the same day, the United 
States recognized him as an 
interim president, and the 
countries of the Lima Group 
(excluding Mexico) and the Or-
ganization of American States 
followed suit. Venezuela’s in-
cumbent President Nicolas 
Maduro blasted the move as 
an attempted coup and an-
nounced cutting diplomatic 
ties with the United States.

Most European Union mem-
ber states recognized Guaido 
as Venezuela’s interim presi-
dent. Russia, Belarus, Bolivia, 
Iran, China, Cuba, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, Syria and Turkey 
voiced support for Maduro.

On April 26, the US Depart-
ment of the Treasury imposed 
sanctions against Jorge Arrea-
za, Venezuela’s foreign minister 
since 2017.

Russian, Venezuelan diplomats to discuss efforts 
towards political dialogue in Venezuela

BEIJING 

CHINA’S economic policies 
will maintain stability and con-
tinuity to enhance international 
macroeconomic policy coordi-
nation and tackle headwinds, 
economists said.

The importance of interna-
tional collaboration in mac-
roeconomic administration 
has been stressed by Chinese 
leaders as they have drawn a 
plan for more comprehensive 
opening-up.

Beijing’s stance comes amid 
growing spillover effects of 
policies among countries and, 
according to forecasts by the 
World Bank and the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, the likelihood 
that global growth may lose 
some steam this year, econo-
mists said.

One of the key ways to 
strengthen policy coordina-
tion is to maintain the yuan’s 
exchange rate at a reasonably 
stable equilibrium, which can 
also avoid negative spillover 

effects and foster cross-border 
trade and investment, said 
Sheng Songcheng, former direc-
tor of the statistics department 
of the People’s Bank of China 
(PBOC), China’s central bank.

Prudent monetary policy 
and proactive fiscal policy will 
strengthen domestic demand as 
well as promoting exports and 
GDP growth for China’s trade 
partners, Sheng told China Daily 
in an exclusive interview on 
Tuesday.

The “prudent monetary 

policy” will be properly man-
aged — neither too tightly nor 
too loosely — thus avoiding mas-
sive liquidity injections while 
maintaining liquidity at reason-
ably adequate levels. That will 
help enhance macroeconomic 
policy coordination with trade 
partners without exporting infla-
tionary or deflationary factors, 
he said.

Zhou Qiangwu, director gen-
eral of International Economics 
and Finance Institute of the 
Ministry of Finance, said proac-

tive fiscal policy will emphasize 
tax cuts, and the 2 trillion yuan 
(US$297 billion) in reductions 
also will help secure economic 
growth and support supply-side 
restructuring reforms.

In the short term, the eco-
nomic policies are meant to 
maintain continuity and stabil-
ity, said Xu Xiujun, director of 
the division of International 
Political Economy at Institute of 
World Economics and Politics of 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences.

President Xi Jinping an-
nounced a package of proposals 
to advance high-quality develop-
ment under the Belt and Road 
Initiative at a forum on April 26. 
He said the international com-
munity should join in producing 
a “meticulous painting” of the 
BRI to continuously promote its 
high-quality development.

Xi said one of the key ways to 
deepen opening-up reform is 
more effectively implementing 
international macroeconomic 
policy coordination. 

Other measures include 
broadening market access for 
foreign investment, strengthen-
ing international cooperation 
in intellectual property rights 
protection and increasing 
imports of goods and services. Xi 
also mentioned maintaining the 
exchange rate at a reasonably 
stable equilibrium.

 “The Chinese central bank 
has never promoted exports 
through depreciating the yuan 
to offset the influence of US 
tariffs,” Sheng said. Xinhua

Continuity, stability China’s key policy goals

NEW YORK

RUSSIAN-US relations must become a 
pre-requisite of world stability again, for 
it was precisely this type of cooperation 
that made the allied victory in World 
War II possible, Russia’s ambassador 
to the United Nations Vasily Nebenzya, 
told a crowd of participants in the Im-
mortal Regiment procession in front of 
the World War II memorial in New York’s 
Battery Park. The memorial was the fi-
nal point of a procession by more than 
2,000, including World War II veterans. 
Nebenzya made an address after a choir 
performed the national anthems of Rus-
sia and the United States.

“As we stood here listening to both 
anthems, it occurred to me that our 
countries have never been at war with 
each other. We’ve always been allies,” 
Nebenzya said.  “And we are obliged to 
do our utmost to ensure the relations be-
tween the two countries should become 
again a pre-requisite of world stability: 
the kind of relations that we achieved 
in those days of peace to let the world 
heave a sigh of relief.”

“The victory in what was our Great 
Patriotic War is built in our genotype 
and our DNA. It is inerasable,” Nebenzya 
said. “Immortal Regiment is a wonderful 
happening and it gives an unforgettable 
feeling.  The people have gathered here 
at the call of their heart. Everybody here 
has a very personal story to tell about 
that war, a story associated with the 
veterans whose portraits they carry. We 
march together side by side and we see 
the unbreakable bonds connecting gen-
erations.”   Agencies

Russia-US relations must 
become prerequisite of 
world peace again 

WORLD NEWS

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov



  

18  Monday 6 May 2019

IOC head Bach says he has 
‘sympathy’ for Caster Semenya

Soccer coaches from across Tanzania in a group picture with English club Southampton FC trainers and SportPesa Tanzania Director of Administration and 
Compliance, Tarimba Abbas, after the completion of a clinic in Dar es Salaam last week. SportPesa organized the clinic in an effort to develop the sport at the 
domestic level. PHOTO: SPORTPESA 

SYDNEY

I
OC President Thomas Bach 
said Saturday he has “a lot 
of sympathy” for Caster 
Semenya after the South 

African runner lost her Court of 
Arbitration for Sport appeal in a 
landmark case against track and 
field’s governing body.

Based on Wednesday’s CAS 
decision, Semenya, who won the 
800 meters at the 2012 and 2016 
Olympics, would have to artificially 
reduce her levels of testosterone 
to defend her titles at the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2020.

After winning an 800-meter 
race at the Doha Diamond League 
on Friday, her reply to a question 
of whether she will now submit 
to new IAAF regulations and take 
hormone-reducing medication 
was: “Hell no.”

At the Australian Olympic 
Committee annual general 
meeting on Saturday, Bach said at 
a media conference: “First of all I 
must say I have a lot of sympathy 

Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA), Taher Kitisa (C), in a group picture with International Cricket Council (ICC) 
official (L), and TCA CEO, Zully Rehemtulla, during the annual Africa Regional Conference that took place 
in Windhoek, Namibia on April 27. ICC presented the Spirit Cricket honour to TCA in the ceremony. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF TCA   

 HOUSTON

JAMES Harden made a 3-pointer to 
finish off the Golden State Warriors in 
overtime.

Eric Gordon helped the Rockets get to 
that point with the best playoff perfor-
mance of his career.

Harden scored 41 points, and Hou-
ston outlasted the Warriors 126-121 on 
Saturday night to cut the deficit in the 
Western Conference semifinals to 2-1.

A layup by P.J. Tucker put Houston 
up by three with about 2 minutes left 
and the Warriors missed shots on their 
next two possessions. That set up the 
3-pointer by Harden with 49 seconds left 
that made it 124-118.

Kevin Durant made three free throws 
after that, but Harden added a layup to 
stretch the lead. Stephen Curry, who 
dislocated a finger in Game 2, missed a 
wide-open layup and Harden grabbed 
the rebound to secure the victory.

Gordon added a playoff career-high 
30 points with a playoff-best seven 
3-pointers.

“It’s all about bringing something to 
the table, offensively, defensively every 
single night to give yourself a chance to 
win,” he said.

Durant said Gordon was “very impor-
tant” to Houston’s win.

“He kept them afloat for a while,” he 
said.

The Rockets withstood a 46-point 

Harden scores 41 as Rockets outlast Warriors 126-121 in OT                         

for Caster Semenya over this 
decision.”

“Having said this, the issue as 
such is extremely complex,” Bach 
added. “It has scientific impact, 
it has ethical impact, it impacts 
on fair play in competition so 

it’s extremely delicate and it’s 
extremely difficult to do justice to 
all these.”

“The IOC respects CAS 
decisions, as we always do, but 
from a human point of view, yes, I 
have sympathy for her.”

eyes remained bloody red in spots.
“That’s James. That’s what he does,” 

Houston coach Mike D’Antoni said.
Curry finished with 17 points on 7-for-

23 shooting after missing two layups in 
overtime. He wouldn’t say if his injury 
was limiting him on Saturday night.

“I’ve just got to make those,” he said. 
“If I’m out there playing, I’ve got to pro-
duce and it just didn’t happen tonight.”

Green added 19 points, 11 rebounds 
and 10 assists.

Houston was clinging to a one-point 
lead when Iguodala’s 3-pointer put 
Golden State up 112-110 with 45 seconds 
remaining in the fourth. Harden made 
two free throws a few seconds after 
that to tie it and Durant missed a jump 
shot on the other end to give Houston a 
chance to win it in regulation.

Chris Paul was in the lane when Klay 
Thompson forced a jump ball. Harden 
got the ball but didn’t have time to get a 
shot off before the buzzer.

The Warriors used a 15-2 run at 
the end of the third quarter and the 
beginning of the fourth to take a 94-93 
lead with about 10 minutes remaining. 
Durant was unstoppable in that stretch, 
scoring all 10 of Golden State’s points to 
start the fourth.

Tucker, Houston’s defensive stopper 
who had been on the bench with four 
fouls, re-entered the game to try and 
help slow Durant down. Tucker was re-
ally unhappy while he sat on the bench 

and watched Durant singlehandedly 
give Golden State the lead.

Asked if he said something to 
D’Antoni about it to get back in the 
game he said: “Oh, I said something to 
all of them.”

Durant cooled off after that, but 
Iguodala and Thompson both made 
3-pointers soon after that and the 
Warriors remained up by a point with 
about 8 minutes left in the fourth.

The Rockets were up by nine at 
halftime, and Harden and Paul made 
3-pointers on consecutive possessions 
in the third to push the lead to 72-61.

A 3-pointer by Curry cut Houston’s 
lead to seven later in the period before 
Houston used an 8-2 spurt to extend it 
to 83-70 with about 3 minutes left in the 
quarter.

Houston had a 12-point lead after a 
dunk by Clint Capela with less than a 
minute left in the third. Golden State 
scored the last five points of the quar-
ter, with a 3 from Green, to get within 
91-84 entering the fourth.

Houston got out to a much better 
start on Saturday night after being 
outscored 57-39 in the opening quarter 
of the first two games and the Rockets 
only trailed by one entering the second.

They used a 33-point second quarter, 
powered by 13 points from Gordon, to 
take a 58-49 lead into halftime.

(AGENCIES)

 NEW YORK

WHEN Cheslie Kryst won the 
Miss USA crown, it marked more 
than a personal triumph: It meant 
that for the first time, three black 
women are the reigning Miss USA, 
Miss Teen USA and Miss America.

The North Carolina lawyer com-
pleted the historic triple Thursday 
with pageant winners 2019 Miss 
America Nia Franklin and recently 
crowned 2019 Miss Teen USA 
Kaliegh Garris.

“The three young women who 
have focused their energy on 
demonstrating how standards of 
black beauty speak for American 
standards of beauty are to be com-

mended,” said Thomas DeFrantz, 
a professor in the Department of 
African and African American Stud-
ies at Duke University.

“These three standard-bearers 
prove that black beauty is at the 
heart of a 21st century American 
ideal,” he added.

Franklin, from New York, won 
her title in September in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, becoming the 
first woman also to win the Miss 
America crown without having to 
don a swimsuit. Garris, from New 
Haven, Connecticut, won her crown 
in April, and hopes to become a 
trauma nurse.

Kryst, a former Division I athlete 
and attorney at Poyner Spruill LLP 

in Charlotte, North Carolina, won 
her crown in Reno, Nevada. She 
holds an MBA from Wake Forest 
University.

“Mine is the first generation to 
have that forward-looking mind-
set that has inclusivity, diversity, 
strength and empowered women. 
I’m looking forward to continued 
progress in my generation,” said 
Kryst, after accepting her crown. 
She now advances to the Miss Uni-
verse competition.

The oldest of the three is the Miss 
America pageant, which began 
in 1921 but women of color were 
barred from participating until the 
1940s by a rule that said contestants 
must be of “the white race.” Frustra-

tion led to the creation of Miss Black 
America contest.

In 1970, Cheryl Browne became 
the first black woman to participate 
in the Miss America pageant. Since 
then, more than a dozen black 
women have been named either 
Miss America or Miss USA, includ-
ing actress Vanessa Williams, the 
first-ever black Miss America in 
1983.

The Miss USA contest was cre-
ated in 1952 and crowned the first 
African American contestant — 
Carole Anne-Marie Gist — in 1990. 
A year later, Janel Bishop won the 
Miss Teen USA title, becoming the 
first African American winner.

AP 

Houston Rockets guard James Harden (13) in action against Houston Rockets) during the Game 3 of a second-round NBA basketball 
playoff series, Saturday, May 4, 2019, in Houston. (Agencies)

3 black women win Miss USA, Miss Teen USA and Miss America

Thomas Bach

Bach said an IOC committee 
would go over the full CAS ruling 
once it was available, including 
recommendations on how the rules 
should be implemented.

During an earlier speech to the 
AOC meeting, Bach said: “In Olympic 
sport, all people are equal regardless 
of their race, gender, sexual 
orientation, cultural background or 
political beliefs. Therefore, we stand 
firmly against discrimination of any 
kind.”

Bach also said the IOC wants 
boxing at the Tokyo Games and 
is prepared to organize both the 
qualification and the competition 
on its own if the sport’s troubled 
international governing body, the 
AIBA, loses its Olympic status over 
leadership and financial problems.

“You know boxing is an important 
Olympic sport,” Bach said. “It’s a very 
universal sport, so we want to have 
boxing on the program. And then if 
the case arises and we would have to 
make an effort then to have such a 
tournament.”

AP

performance from Durant and late surge 
by the Warriors to avoid falling into a 3-0 
hole in the best-of-seven series.

Game 4 is Monday night in Houston.
Harden led the team despite recover-

ing from injuries to both eyes he sus-

tained in Game 2 when he was hit in the 
face by Draymond Green. He said they 
didn’t bother him on Saturday, but both 
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‘Pure Fire’ - what makes Vidal vital for Barcelona 

Klopp calls Liverpool 
thriller ‘a battle of will’
NEWCASTLE, ENGLAND

LIVERPOOL boss Jurgen Klopp 
called his club’s thrilling 3-2 win 
over Newcastle a “brilliant” battle 
as his Reds continue to go back-
and-forth with Manchester City in 
the race for the Premier League 
title.

“Today was a battle of will but it 
was a victory of passion, heart and 
absolute desire -- absolutely bril-
liant,” Klopp said.

Substitute Divock Origi’s 86th 
minute header -- after Liverpool 
had twice seen their lead rubbed 
out by a determined Newcastle 
United -- ensured the three points 
that put the pressure right back on 
Manchester City.

Saturday’s match featured a 
scary moment with Mohamed 
Salah was stretchered off the pitch 
after a head injury.

Klopp’s side have 94 points and 
City, who face Leicester City on 
Monday, are two points behind. 
Never before have two teams 
passed 90 points in a Premier 
League season.

On the final Sunday -- May 12 -- 
Liverpool are at home to Wolver-
hampton Wanderers and City take 
on Brighton on the south coast.

“We could talk about football to-
night, we could talk purely about 
showing real heart, showing real 
passion and showing real desire.”

It was all the more impressive 
given that on Wednesday Liver-
pool had expended so much en-
ergy against Barcelona only to end 
up with a bitter 3-0 defeat in the 
first leg of the Champions League 
semifinals.

There was no sign of any hang-
over from that experience how-
ever.

“It was just brilliant,” Klopp said.
“Newcastle showed it as well, un-

believable -- they gave us a proper 
game. I think in our situation with 
all the circumstances around, 
some people probably expected 
us to show a bit of nerves and the 
boys didn’t. It was just a difficult 
game for difficult reasons.”

Having been pushed all the way 
by former manager Rafa Benitez’s 
side, Liverpool must now hope 
that another of their ex-bosses, 
Brendan Rodgers, can inspire his 
Leicester side to an upset against 
City at the Etihad on Monday.

But Klopp says he is a resigned to 
whatever fate will throw his team’s 
way.

“I accepted long ago that we do 
everything, absolutely everything, 
the boys throw whatever they have 
on the pitch, so that means wheth-
er we are champion or not, it is 
destiny,” he said.

“We do everything and we can-
not do more -- can you get more 
than 94 points? Can you get more 
in all the other stuff ? Not really.

“Wow, what a race.”
Meanwhile, Liverpool manager 

Jurgen Klopp could be without Mo-
hamed Salah for Tuesday’s Cham-
pions League match against Barce-
lona after the Egyptian was carried 
off with a head injury in Saturday’s 
3-2 win at Newcastle.

Klopp said it was too soon to say 
whether Salah would be able to 
play against Barca.

“What I heard, he got the hip of 
the goalie on his head,” Klopp said. 
“He was then on the ground and 
the doc had to make a decision ‘on 
the pitch or off the pitch’ and the 
decision was off the pitch. We ac-
cept that of course.

“When we came in he was sitting 
in the dressing room watching the 
game on television. So he was then 
fine, but of course we have to wait. 
He got a proper knock, obviously, 
in that situation.”

Liverpool will be without their 
Brazilian forward Roberto Firmino 
for the match against Barcelona.

Firmino, who has a muscular in-
jury, was not included in the match 
day squad for Saturday’s game 
and Klopp said he will not feature 
against the Spaniards as Liverpool 
look to overturn a 3-0 deficit from 
the first leg.

“He will not be ready for Tues-
day and the rest we will see,” said 
Klopp, whose side face Wolves in 
their final Premier League game 
on May 12.

Divock Origi, who grabbed the 
86th minute winner at Newcastle, 
could start against Barca while 
Daniel Sturridge, who started on 
Saturday, would be another option.

(AGENCIES)

BY SID LOWE, ESPN SPAIN WRITER 

WHEN Arturo Vidal was very small, 
his mother rescued him and his sib-
lings from the family’s burning home. 
His father, who had been kicked out, 
was the one who started the fire. Like 
the uncle who died of hypothermia 
out on the street one night, his dad 
was an alcoholic. 

The family lived in a small wood-
en home in the neighbourhood of 
San Joaquin, Chile, and his mother 
washed floors. Arturo promised to 
get her out of there and wouldn’t 
stop until he did. He didn’t even stop 
when he did, in fact. They called 
him cometierra: he would eat up the 
ground, determined to get there, let-
ting nothing stand in his way.

His hope was all of theirs. “We 
didn’t have anything,” Vidal has said 
in the past. But one thing he did have 
was fight -- and lots of it. Heart, too.

“I don’t know where he keeps it,” 
his former Bayern Munich teammate 
Thiago Alcantara told El Pais. “Not in 
his chest, that’s for sure. It doesn’t fit 
in there.”

He also has a Mohawk haircut, of 
course. And tattoos. Lots and lots and 
lots of tattoos, all over his body and 
engulfing his neck. Oh, and talent. 
Lots of that as well.

Vidal is very good at football. This 
might sound like a severe case of stat-
ing the extremely obvious, but you 
know what? Sometimes it feels like it 
needs stating.

During the 2015 Copa America, Vi-
dal crashed his car. He was drunk, on 
his way back from a casino. His man-
ager, Jorge Sampaoli, said he knew it 
would end badly as soon as he saw 
him behind the wheel of the Ferrari; 
he also said he knew that without Vi-
dal the team were going “nowhere.” 
When the police came, Vidal said: 
“Handcuff me, but you’re screwing 
the whole of Chile.” He was banned 
from driving for two years but not 
banned from playing.

Two weeks later, Chile were 
champions.

“He can do stupid things and 
maybe he’s not the man you would 
choose to marry your daughter,” 
said Michael Reschke, the technical 
secretary who decided to bring him 
to Bayern Munich, “but that doesn’t 
take anything away from his value as 
a player.”

No it doesn’t, but it does some-
times seem to take away from his val-
ue as a player. There’s a reality here, 
and no one is suggesting otherwise, 
but could it also be that there’s a bit 
of myth? A man who is typecast and 

caricatured for his wild look and fast 
living? There may be more to him 
than meets the eye -- and boy, does 
Vidal meet the eye.

On Wednesday night, in the 90th 
minute of Barcelona vs. Liverpool, af-
ter Barcelona had suffered, sweated 
and, in Lionel Messi’s words, found 
themselves “asphyxiated,” struggling 
to breathe at times but leading 3-0, 
the visitors had another chance. It 
wasn’t an opportunity to win, given 
the score, but a chance for Liverpool 
to get an away goal that might have 
changed things heading into the sec-
ond leg.

The ball reached Sadio Mane and 
he brought it down on the chest, in-
side the area. The position was good 
and for a moment it looked like the 
ball would sit up nicely for the shot. 
Suddenly, there was Vidal, throw-
ing himself forward, full length and 
fully committed. Risky, too. But he 
reached the ball first, taking it off 
Mane’s toe. He got up and stood 
there, shirt ripped, chest out, tattoos 
everywhere, that look.

There was a roar from the crowd 
and a moment of pure Vidal. Mane 
reacted, Vidal reacted back. Inside, 
you were convinced he was enjoy-
ing this. And there it was: Arturo, de-
fined. That moment illustrated why 
he played instead of Arthur, drafted 
in for a night of relentless speed and 
exertion, a battle as much as a match.

“If I go to war, I want Vidal along-
side me,” Pep Guardiola once said. 
He had not signed Vidal for Bayern 
and he is a purist, people argue, but 
those are qualities he appreciates. 
When Barcelona signed him, part of 
the argument was that he’d joined 
simply for games like this one: when 
fight was more important than foot-
ball, when physicality came to the 
fore. 

“He gives us character,” said Bar-
celona’s sporting director Eric Abi-
dal at the time. “He gives us qualities 
that no one else does,” Valverde has 
said of the Chilean -- qualities that he 
needed against Liverpool.

Barcelona had to match Klopp’s 
team, or thought they had to, for in-
tensity, speed, verticality and fight. 
“We were drawn into their game a 
bit,” Messi said afterward. But were 
they drawn, or did they go more will-
ingly than that? For many, the answer 
resides in Vidal, chosen from the start 
of the game rather than being intro-
duced as it progressed. Valverde’s se-
lection was as much a definition as a 
decision. That was how it seemed, at 
least, and how it was presented: Ar-
thur or Arturo, a small difference of 

name that makes all the difference.
There was a headline not long ago 

that summed up the choice in musi-
cal terms -- “Arthur’s symphony or 
Arturo’s heavy metal” -- and Klopp, 
of course, has made much of his 
taste for the latter. Valverde went for 
Vidal and Barcelona thrashed out a 
different tune, going with what was 
effectively a 4-4-2 formation with 
Philippe Coutinho one side, Vidal the 
other, and Ivan Rakitic with Sergio 
Busquets in the middle. And with no 
Arthur, the man in whom many see a 
successor for Xavi, the man who gave 
them such control in the group stage 
game against Tottenham in London.

That night back in October, Vi-
dal had expected to play. He’d not 
become a Barca regular yet but he 
thought Wembley was going to be 
his stage. When he didn’t play, with 
Arthur starting instead -- and starting 
was the word, a new-old Barcelona 
appearing to emerge -- Vidal stuck 
a load of angry faces on Instagram. 
“Maybe he had an accident at home,” 
Valverde said, tongue wedged in his 
cheek. “He didn’t tell me he was an-
gry.” No, he told everyone else in-
stead, and nor was it the last time. 
When he was made to warm up 
against Valencia but never got on, 
he posted a message that said: “don’t 
fight with Judases; they hang them-
selves.”

At that point, it felt like his time in 
Barcelona might be short and bitter, 
but things look very different now. 
Vidal has played over 2,000 minutes 
and while that’s less than he’s accu-
mulated at any of his other clubs -- 
his participation has dropped closer 
to 60 percent of available minutes 
compared to well over 70 percent 
everywhere else -- his contribution 
might turn out to be crucial.

Vidal had expected to play that 
night in London; this week against 
Liverpool, most expected him not 
to, but there he was, his inclusion 
coming as a surprise. He has stepped 
forward more of late, and in the ex-
hausted aftermath of an astonishing 
game, he was more accepted than 
ever. Even if, for some, his pres-
ence still jars. More, perhaps, than it 
should.

“You have to get angry,” said Rakit-
ic after Vidal’s social media outburst 
back in October. “If not, maybe you 
lack ambition.” That’s another thing 
Vidal has never lacked. When he 
joined Barcelona, he said he expect-
ed to be a starter. He also said he 
wanted the Champions League: the 
one trophy he’s not won. After 90 al-
most inhumanly intense minutes on 

Arturo Vidal

Wednesday night, he is that little bit 
closer even if he himself insisted af-
terward: “It’s not done.”

Whether Barcelona’s plan was the 
right plan is difficult to judge -- who 
knows how the game might have 
gone with a different approach -- but 
it finished 3-0 and there was Vidal, 
eating up the earth, crashing about 
and flying into tackles, culminating 
in that last-minute challenge. There 
he was playing passes, too, some-
thing he also does.

You don’t win eight league titles in 
a row at several different clubs with-
out being a good footballer. You don’t 
play for Guardiola if you can’t pass. 
You don’t play for Barcelona, either: 
not even this Barcelona. Vidal’s pass 
completion stats are up by 90 per-
cent this season. Against Liverpool, 
only two teammates played more.

Maybe sometimes those identities 
are too clear-cut, the story too easily 
told, his image interfering. Vidal is in-
deed all those things they say he is, 
and that he appears to play up, this 
man who calls himself “King Arturo” 
leading them into battle. Just look 
at him: he is wild, he does embrace 
chaos, the passion does punch you in 
the face. He does press relentlessly, 
hunt down opponents, accelerate 
play. He is a warrior -- “pure fire” in 
the words of a staff member at one of 
Vidal’s former clubs. He is someone 
whose teammates want there when 
the going gets tough, the man who 
Chile’s finest-ever footballer, Ivan 
Zamorano, once said “carries Chile 
on his back.”

But don’t just look at him. He is not 
only those things, nor is he there to 
single-handedly destroy an identity. 
It is not Arthur or Arturo, night and 
day, all or nothing, worlds apart. His 
inclusion is symbolic, many assume; 
it defines everything, and not always 
for the better, but it’s not so straight-
forward. He is a fighter but a foot-
baller too. As Zamorano added: “He 
does everything.” Scores goals, pro-
vides assists, attacks, defends, plays.

Take away the haircut and the 
growling, gladiatorial, almost car-
toonish presence, block out the back 
story, give him the tidy appearance of 
a Sergi Roberto, say, and a passport 
that says “Place of Birth: Catalonia” 
on it and there’s a player there who 
maybe, just maybe, would be judged 
a little differently, recognised for do-
ing more than rampage.

Arturo Vidal said that if he wins the 
Champions League, he’ll get another 
tattoo done, but it wouldn’t be a bad 
thing to look beyond that once in a 
while.

 MADRID

REAL Madrid coach Zinedine Zi-
dane has backtracked over his re-
cent praise of Paul Pogba and said 
it doesn’t mean he wants to sign the 
Manchester United midfielder.

Zidane returned as Madrid coach 
in March talking about big changes 
being made to an under-perform-
ing squad, speaking openly about 
liking Pogba “a lot” and suggesting 
Madrid could be the next club for a 
player he knows very well.

Pogba’s future at United is un-
certain amid links to Real Madrid 
but Zidane said: “I said Pogba was 
a good player, but I could say the 
same about other players.

“I know him, nothing else. I am 
not getting into something. If you 
ask me about Pogba, I say that he is 
a very good player, but he plays for 
Manchester United. At the end of 
the season we will see which play-
ers come here, and who leaves. But 
I did not say ‘We are going to sign 
Pogba,’ nothing like that. I will not 
say anything [about any deals] until 
things are done.”

Madrid’s troubled 2018-19 cam-
paign is coming to a close, with the 
latest embarrassment last week-
end’s 1-0 defeat at relegation-threat-
ened neighbours Rayo Vallecano.

Home fans are likely to vent their 
frustration during Sunday’s visit 
of struggling Villarreal and Zidane 
said changes are coming in the 
summer.

“I was very angry the other day, 
the players were too, they did not 
enjoy it. Sometimes nothing goes 
for you,” Zidane said.

“The season is what it is, but the 
fans must think about next season. 
There will be changes, but many of 
these players will stay. The fans will 
be the same, and most of the play-
ers, and we must stick together. We 
are going to have time to prepare 
for next season. Until August 31 
anything can happen, so it will be a 
long summer.”

Gareth Bale has been targeted by 
Madrid fans in recent months and 
Zidane was asked if he expected 
better from him.

“I expect the best of all the play-
ers,” he said. “[Gareth] must train 
and think about playing. I cannot 
speak for Gareth or other players, 
just say that we wear the Real Ma-
drid shirt so we all have a respon-
sibility, even if the season is bad. I 
must pick the team and the bench. 
We will see what happens tomor-
row.”

Meanwhile, Vinicius Junior is set 
to return after two months out with 
a hamstring injury he sustained 
during the Champions League 
round-of-16 second-leg exit to Ajax.

“Vinicius is training much bet-
ter, and ready to be in the match 
squad,” Zidane said. “He is still 18. 
He is very good, an important play-
er for future of this team and the 
seasons to come.”

Zidane backtracks over recent Pogba praise

 LONDON

LIVERPOOL defender Virgil van 
Dijk has told ESPN Brasil Barcelona 
will come to Anfield for the second 
leg of their Champions League semi-
final knowing the tie isn’t over de-
spite their 3-0 deficit.

Jurgen Klopp’s men impressed at 
Camp Nou in their first meeting on 
Wednesday. But Luis Suarez’s opener 
was followed by a Lionel Messi dou-
ble to tip the tie in Barca’s favour.

However, Van Dijk, who was re-
cently named PFA Players’ Player of 
the Year, said Liverpool are still in it 
-- and Barcelona know it.

“We played a great game, despite 
the result,” the 27-year-old said. “We 
had a great chance to score as well.

“I think if we had scored at least 
one or two, people would have been 
talking a lot differently. We have to 
be realistic: we are 3-0 down at the 
moment. We have a big job to do at 
Anfield.

“We won’t give up. We will 
definitely stay confident because 
we have to be. We have been having 
a fantastic season. It’s going to be 
strange for them coming here with 
a 3-0 advantage but they still have in 
their mind that it won’t be over.”

The clash at Camp Nou saw Van 
Dijk come up against Messi and, 
despite seeing Barca’s No. 10 score 
twice, the Netherlands international 
said he enjoyed the challenge.

“I think he’s the best in the world,” 

he added. “I said it before I even 
played against him.

“He’s shown his class for the last 10 
years. It’s fantastic to see him play for 
a neutral -- but it’s also great to come 
up against him.

“You can test yourself, you can see 
how you can cope against him. It was 
obviously great to come up against 
him but it’s not about me, it’s not 
about him. It’s about Liverpool and 
Barcelona and both teams want to 
get to the final.” (AGENCIES) 

Van Dijk: Barca know semifinal is not over

 Jurgen Klopp



By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Tourist Board (TTB) has said Sevilla FC’s 
tour of Tanzania, organized by gaming company SportPe-
sa Tanzania, will continue promoting various tourist at-
tractions in the country.

The tour of the Spanish La Liga giants has been facilitat-
ed by the leading betting firm in the country, SportPesa 
Tanzania, in collaboration with La Liga.

Geoffrey Meena, TTB Head of Marketing, said: “This is 
the betting firm’s effort, SportPesa Tanzania, in promot-
ing sports-tourism in the country.” 

Sevilla FC are expected to arrive in the country on May 
21 and after two days they will face domestic soccer gi-
ants, Simba Sports Club at the National Stadium in Dar 
es Salaam.

Meena said their board is now in preparations that will 
see Sevilla FC players and officials view some of tourist 
attractions in the country. 

He said the areas to be visited by the Sevilla FC players 
and officials would be announced after the completion of 
the preparations.

He said there are so many tourist attractions, which the 
club players and officials would like to visit, but due to 
the time limit, they will have to select few to inspire them.

“We commend SportPesa Tanzania for their efforts in 
promoting the country’s sports and tourism. In 2017, we 
witnessed Everton FC from the English Premier League 
visit the country and conduct training for youths. They 
also visited tourist attractions,” he disclosed.

“We are sure that even Sevilla FC‘s visit has been 
prompted by Everton FC’s. We know Everton have pro-
moted the country’s tourism following their visit to the 
country.”

“They were hosted well and they played safely. Many 
people want peace, you cannot visit a country, where 
there is breach of peace,” Meena disclosed. 

Sevilla FC and Simba Sports Club match has been 
scheduled for May 23 at the National Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam.

TTB commends 
SportPesa for 
Sevilla FC visit
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Lipuli FC eyes Yanga scalp in ASFC semi-finals

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

L
IPULI FC has ex-
pressed readiness 
for Yanga when the 
two sides meet in 

this year’s Azam Sports Fed-
eration Cup (ASFC) last four 
stage match at the Samora 
Memorial Stadium in Iringa 
today.

Lipuli FC, through the 
club’s head coach Suleiman 
Matola, said they are well 
prepared for the encounter, 
which he described it as very 
difficult, but insisted they 
will come out victorious.

Matola said his team has 
prepared well to play Yanga 
in the semi-finals of the cup, 
maintaining the aim is to 
reach the finals of the cup as 
his side are not looking at the 
status of their opponents in 
the domestic league.

Lipuli Football Club

SYDNEY

NEW Zealand captain Kane Williamson enjoyed 
a return to form but his Hyderabad Sunrisers were 
left sweating on their Indian Premier League playoff 
hopes after a four-wicket loss to the Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore on Saturday. 

Williamson’s unbeaten 70 off 43 balls was his best 
innings in this season’s IPL by a long mark but Ban-
galore, long out of the playoff picture, managed to 
overhaul Hyderabad’s 175 for seven with four balls to 
spare. 

India skipper Virat Kohli (16) and AB de Villiers 
(one) were unable to get Bangalore off to a flying start 
but Shimron Hetmyer filled the void by blasting 75 
runs off 47 balls, including four boundaries and six 
sixes. 

The left-handed batsman arrived in Bangalore with 
great expectations, and a heavy price tag, but it was 
only in his final innings that he was able to fulfil them.

“At the start it was tough for me, just getting used 
to the environment and getting used to the IPL itself,” 
said the 22-year-old before he jetted off to join his 
team mates in the West Indies squad for the 50-overs 
World Cup. 

“Just coming out today, I said ‘let’s have some fun’.” 
With their top batsman David Warner already back 

in Australia preparing for the World Cup, the Sunris-
ers will be relying on results going their way in Sun-
day’s final couple of group matches to get into the 
playoffs. 

The Delhi Capitals will definitely be involved in the 
playoffs and they ended the slim hopes of the Rajast-
han Royals with a five-wicket win in Saturday’s other 
match. 

At three-wicket burst from paceman Ishant Sharma 
in the powerplay set the home side on the path to 
their ninth win of the season and Rishabh Pant se-
cured the victory with 23 balls to spare after smash-
ing his fifth six in his innings of 53 not out. 

The table-topping Chennai Super Kings visit bottom 
side Kings XI Punjab, while the third-placed Mumbai 
Indians host the fifth placed Kolkata Knight Riders on 
Sunday in the final group matches. REUTERS

Williamson 
on song but 
Hetmyer leaves 
Sunrisers 
sweating in IPL

Azam FC has already qualified 
for the finals set for Majaliwa 
Stadium in Lindi on June 2, 
thanks to squad’s 1-0 victory 
over Kinondoni Municipal 
Council (KMC) FC in the last 
four stage’s game at the former’s 
venue Azam Complex in Dar es 
Salaam on Friday.

Winners of the ASFC will 
represent the country in the 
2019/20 CAF Confederation 
Cup.

And Matola said beating 
Yanga will be the best way to see 

his team have realistic chances 
of representing the country in 
the CAF tournament.

“In terms of preparation, we 
are very well prepared and I 
am sure we will get the good 
results which we want, all of my 
players know the importance of 
winning this game,” he said.

The last time the two teams 
met in the 2018/19 Mainland 
Premier League game at the 
same venue, it was hosts Lipuli 
who carried the day by beating 
Yanga 1-0 courtesy of Haruna 

Mshamte strike.
However, this afternoon 

match will not be easy as Yanga 
are also looking forward to 
reaching the final of the cup.

Yanga head coach Mwinyi 
Zahera recently said his team 
are determined to reach the 
final of the ASFC.

Zahera did not watch that 1-0 
defeat match as he was on other 
assignments.

“Federation Cup games have 
not been easy to us, but we are 
ready for Lipuli, it will not be an 

easy game but we are ready for 
them as we want to reach the 
final of this competition,” the 
coach was quoted after his side 
had reached the last four after 
beating Alliance FC in post-
match penalties of the last eight 
stage.

As expected, Yanga will come 
into the game with a full squad 
which will include top scorer 
of the club Heritier Makambo, 
Ibrahim Ajibu, Feisal Salum and 
others.

Manchester City clinch 
domestic double with FA Cup 
triumph over West Ham ladies
LONDON 

MANCHESTER City completed a 
domestic double by comfortably 
beating West Ham United 3-0 in the 
Women’s FA Cup final at Wembley 
Stadium on Saturday, following on 
from their League Cup triumph in 
February. 

City, who missed out on winning 
the Super League which was clinched 
by Arsenal last week, made up for that 
disappointment with a commanding 
performance and three-second half 
goals against a valiant West Ham side 
playing in their first final. 

In the fifth Women’s FA Cup final to 
be played at Wembley, the attendance 
total of 43,264 was not quite enough 
to surpass last season’s record crowd 
of 45,423 for a domestic-competition 
female soccer match. 

Nick Cushing’s City side started 
the brighter of the two teams, with 
England forward Nikita Parris 
stretching the West Ham backline 
with her darting runs, though 
without finding a clearcut chance. 

However, West Ham, playing their 
maiden season as a professional 

team and very much the underdogs 
given the gulf in resources, grew 
into the contest and even could have 
taken the lead at the half hour mark. 

A flowing move ended with a deep 
cross into the box and Jane Ross was 
perfectly placed to head the ball 
in, but she was denied by England 
goalkeeper Karen Bardsley who dove 
across and pushed it wide. 

City took the warning sign and 
came out more fired up in the second 
half. They broke the deadlock in the 
52nd minute when Keira Walsh let 
fly from long range, with a wicked 
movement on the ball wrong-footing 
Anna Moorhouse in the West Ham 
goal. 

The effort was City’s first shot 
on target but it proved enough to 
unsettle Matt Beard’s side. 

West Ham regained some 
composure but were breached 
again in the 81st minute when young 
forward Georgia Stanway dribbled 
into the box and unleashed a right-
footed shot at goal. The ball trickled 
past Moorhouse following a slight 
deflection off a defender. 

Manchester City players celebrate winning the Women’s FA Cup with the trophy. REUTERS

With little more than a minute 
of normal time remaining, Lauren 
Hemp ran onto a long ball and 
expertly lifted the ball over the on-
rushing Moorhouse from outside 
the area to seal the win and give City 
their second FA Cup in three years.

REUTERS


