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President Samia Suluhu Hassan addresses leaders of political parties at a meeting held at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday at which she announced the immediate lifting

of a ban on political rallies that has lasted a little over six years.

By Getrude Mbago

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has lifted
restrictions on political activities, while cautioning
political parties to adhere to the law and observe
Tanzanian customs and traditions.

In a widely broadcast speech at a Dar es Salaam
State House meeting with leaders of political
parties yesterday, the president acknowledged
that holding public meetings is a constitutional
right for registered political parties.

Political parties can now hold public rallies
anywhere, in line with the law as conducting
political rallies is a vital democratic right, she
explained how the government agreed to lift the
ban that has lasted for upwards of seven years.

Seemingly picking her words with care, she
formally lifted the ban on the conduct of public
meetings but reiterated specific regulations that
the parties must observe in using that right.

Public rallies should not be misused to foment
chaos, she said, emphasizing that the principal
outlook of the sixth phase government had not
changed, that it is focused on reconciliation,
resilience, reform and rebuilding.

The president teased parties that when they
raise challenges and the government rectifies the
problems, CCM will have an advantage, get votes
and remain in office.

She similarly addressed other demands
especially in relation to the law on political
parties as well as various provisions of the
constitution, while not naming the National
Electoral Commission directly but touching on
constitutional reforms.

She said some people wish to refer to the issue as
a constitution making process, stressing the view
that it is a constitutional reform process, rejecting

TURN TO PAGE 2

Stakeholders
praise Samia’s
bold initiative

By Guardian Reporter

POLITICAL stakeholders and religious
leaders have hailed President Samia Suluhu
Hassan’s decision to lift the ban on public
meetings as well as pursuing the constitutional
review process.

They expressed appreciation after the Head
of State announced the shift at a meeting with
leaders of political parties yesterday at the
State House in Dar es Salaam.

Chadema national chairman Freeman
Mbowe said the change was positive and the
party would convene an internal consultative
meeting to map the path ahead.

He wasrelieved that oppression experienced
by political parties in previous years had been
rolled back, the constitutional right restored,
expressing hopes that “in the new constitution
a lot will also change.”

He said that a number of laws during the

The president poses for a group photo with the leaders moments after yesterday’s meeting.

fifth phase were passed without engaging key
stakeholders, citing the Statistics Act of 2019
plus amendments to the Elections Act of 1985,
the Political Parties Act of 1992 and legislation

TURN TO PAGE 2

97770856

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government has agreed to reallocate close to 1.5m
acres of public land into village lands to end years of conflict
between settling farmers and reservation authorities.

Dr Angelina Mabula, the Lands, Housing and Human
Settlements Development minister, told reporters in Dar

5420097>

Land conflicts: Cabinet
axes vast game reserves

es Salaam yesterday that the land changing its official use
include protected government land and ranches.
Recommendations adopted by the cabinet committee
on land conflicts and accepted by the government include
nullifying 12 game reserved areas with 707,962 acres and
seven reservations with 46,715 acres.
The cabinet committee has directed the respective regional

authorities to supervise the reconversion of the
identified areas, so that the exercise is complete
by the end of March, she stated.

The ministry had collected 90.9bn/-, which is
roughly 75 per cent of the first half year target for
fiscal 2022/2023 from land rent defaulters who
paid rent before end of November last year, she
said.

A total of 2,819 defaulters had benefitted
from interest exemption of 6.9bn/- by the end
of November, with the government noticing an
increase of house owners paying up land rent
without being pursued, with 22.6bn/- collected
during the past month.

Local government authorities need to effectively

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Iringa Regional Police Commander Allan Bukumbi makes a recent briefing on what he referred to as failure by some motorists assigned to transport
‘in-transit’ (IT) vehicles to observe road traffic regulations, behaviour now commonly blamed for a spate of ‘avoidable’ crashes.

Kenyans can now visit SA without visas for 3 months

JOHANESBURG

KENYANS can now live in and
enjoy South Africa without a visa for
three months a year at most, thanks
to a new law that came into effect
on 1 January.

This was revealed in a statement
by the High Commissioner of the
Republic of Kenya to the Republic
of SA, Kingdom of Lesotho and
Kingdom of eSwatini, Catherine
Muigai Mwangi.

She said the move was a “concrete
demonstration of the deep bonds of
friendships and a commitment to
nurturing closer ties.”

Kenya and South Africa have
found themselves linked when it
comes to regional and international
matters.

The cessation of hostilities in
Ethiopia’s Tigray civil war brought
together envoys from South Africa
and Kenya, supported by former
South African deputy president

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka and
Kenya’s former president, Uhuru
Kenyatta.

Talks were held in Pretoria in
November and a continuation
took place in Nairobi, Kenya in
December.

South Africa is the biggest
economy in southern Africa and
Kenya is the biggest in the East
African Community (EAC).

However, trade between the
two nations isn’t big. South
Africa exports vehicles, fruit,
food and beverages and imports
include coffee, tea, edible

fats and oils, cut flowers and
chemical products.

Talks for the  visa-free
movement occurred last year and
in November 2022, the agreement
was reached.

Mwangi said: “The conclusion of
the longstanding negotiations on
the visa exemption further reflects
conscious efforts and political will
by the leaders of our two countries
to eliminate any barriers to building
greater business, cultural and
communal relations.”

In the past, Kenyan nationals
were exempted from paying visa
fees if their stay in South Africa was
less than 30 days.

If they intended to stay longer,
visa fees of R 661 were required.

The visa-free movement dovetails

with the African Union (AU) 2018

policy of “free movement of
person’s protocol.”
The initial announcement

of the visa-free movement was
made in Nairobi on 9 November
last year when SA President Cyril
Ramaphosa made his first state
visit to the EAC country at the
invitation of the President William
Ruto.

Coincidentally, it was a year after
then-outgoing president Kenyatta’s
visit to South Africa.

South  Africa and Kenya
have agreements in the field of
correctional  services, meaning
they can exchange jailed persons,

cooperation in housing and
resettlement, multi-media and
many other fields.
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Zanzibar First Lady Mariam Mwinyi (L), who is Zanzibar Maisha Bora Foundation chairperson, presents a seaweed grinding machine to Tumaini
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Micheweni group secretary Mtumwa Adalla Hamadi. This was during yesterday'’s distribution of various equipment and inputs to seaweed farming
groups in Michweni District, North Pemba Region, as part of the run-up to the climax of the 59th anniversary of the January 12 Zanzibar Revolution.

Ghana and Morocco to begin Covid checks for China arrivals

LAGOS

GHANA and Morocco have
become the first African countries
to impose travel restrictions
on passengers from China over
concerns about coronavirus.

From Tuesday, Morocco has
banned travellers from China
regardless of their nationality until
further notice.

The foreign ministry says the
move is aimed at preventing a spike
in infections in the country.

Ghanas restrictions will take
effect on Friday.

The moves come after China
abruptly dropped its Covid-19
controls in December last year.

Other countries outside Africa
have also imposed restrictions.

For example, passengers arriving

in England from China now have to
provide a negative Covid test before
they board a flight. The US is testing
people on arrival.

Countries that plan to test
travellers say the policy will help
spot worrying new variants early
and prevent an influx of cases.

Ghana says passengers from
China will be tested at the airport
for free and must also present a

negative test result 48 hours before
arrival.

International health experts have
argued that the lifting of restrictions
in China has led to Covid-19
spreading much faster.

But Beijing’s foreign ministry has
said coronavirus rules should only
be introduced on a “scientific” basis
and accused Western countries and
media of “hyping up” the situation.

Breath of fresh air

FROM PAGE 1

out of hand that the Warioba Draft
is still the starting point for the new
process.

The president emphasized that
there are international conventions
that guided the work of writing a
draft constitution in 2014, but the
world situation had changed and
the country needs to decide what
it needs and what it doesn’t need in
such conventions.

She similarly asserted that
the committee to be tasked with
advising on areas that need to be
changed in the constitution will be
broad-based, not entirely anchored
among political parties.

It will include representatives of
political parties, academicians, civil
society organisations, Tanzanians
living outside the country, along
with defence and security organs,
among others.

While putting aside the Warioba
Draft as the point of departure, she
did not privilege the 2014 Proposed
Constitution, saying the issue was to
find what the country needs at the
moment.

She expressed satisfaction with
the task force which collected views
from different sources and interest
groups on how democracy can be
restored, and the reforms needed to

strengthen democracy.

President Samia praised political
parties for exercising patience,
supporting the maintenance of
peace and harmony despite not
having the freedom to conduct
public meetings, urging the parties
to conduct politics positively, not
seeking to disrupt the peace, and
development efforts.

In his remarks, Vice President Dr
Phillip Mpango said that the meeting
is a gift for political parties for the
New Year, hailing the president “for
taking forward the vision of the late
President Julius Nyerere.”

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa
praised efforts by President Samia
in bringing the parties together
for the meeting, pleased with how
leaders of various political parties
have responded to this effort.

They are now taking up various
issues that affect the country,
including climate change and
protecting the environment as key
aspects of their political agenda, he
said.

Judge Francis Mutungi, the
registrar of political parties,
said that challenges the parties
experienced during the past years
will be resolved, vowing to work
closely with political parties to
discuss and reach agreements on
such issues.

Land conflicts: Cabinet
axes vast game reserves
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supervise detailed land use plans in
villages via village land committees
to control construction activity that
ignores certified plans, she said.

Complaints were being received
from people as to violations of land
use and poor supervision in urban
and rural areas,” she said.

Similarly, =~ the  government
had received reports on 129 out
of 184 district councils, on the
construction of filling gas stations

in view of the 2018 regulations.
Measures will be taken where the
rules have been contravened, she
said.

Street naming and addressing
was going apace with 1,961 streets
formalised and 1,436 streets not yet
formalized, she said.

The government has similarly set
out 2.3m plots where surveying 1.lm
plots has been completed, with the
certificates of right of occupancy
prepared and issued to the people,
the minister added.

Stakeholders commend
Samia’s bold initiative

FROM PAGE 1

on civil society organisations,
among others.

ACT-Wazalendo leader Zitto
Kabwe commended President
Samia for lifting the ban on political
rallies, noting that this has been the
cry for a long time.

The move will strengthen
democracy in the country as it is
a constitutional right, he stated,
with Prof Ibrahim Lipumba, the
Civic United Front (CUF) chairman
echoing his remarks.

He said that political parties are
not supposed to beg for security
agencies that they hold public
meetings but to inform them.

CHAUMMA chairman Hashim
Rungwe said the decision was joyful
to political parties and the public

generally.
Fr. Dr Charles Kitima, the
Tanzania Episcopal Conference

(TEC) secretary general, said
President Samia’s announcement
on political rallies as well as on the
constitution should be commended
by everyone,

It hasresponded to a stakeholders
cry for along time, he said, asserting
that “this has been our prayer and
cry as religious leaders. We have
fought for this right for many years,”
he stated.

The stakeholders started calling
for the government to allow
political rallies since the fifth phase
government but nothing was done,
“so you can see how the parties have
suffered for more than five years. It
is their democratic right, but they
were denied,” he emphasised.

This shows how President Samia
is engaging with political parties, so
the country’s democratic space is
expanding, she stated.

Fr. Dr Kitima said the decision
is a big credit to President Samia
locally and in the international
community as she has improved

the image of the country. Religious
leaders will continue supporting
the government in  various
development initiatives, he stated.

He recalled how for a long time
starting about 25 years ago with the
multi-party system, political parties
were used to conducting politics
freely and competitively.

“But in the past five years,
the situation deteriorated, as
democracy was ruined and some
political parties were completely
curbed,” he stated.

The cleric and academic urged
political parties to ensure that they
exercise their right by engaging
in peaceful politics as per the
country’s laws.

On the contested new
constitution, Fr. Dr. Kitima appealed
for political will to promote the
rule of law and ensure that the new
constitution is made and followed.

Bishop Anthony Mlyashimba
of the Baptist Church in Dodoma
hailed the new direction on political
activities shown by President Samia.

“We cannot construct a beautiful
and attractive house on a weak
foundation,” he said, expressing
gratitude that “the president has
shown readiness to commence the
constitution making process.”

He, however expressed fear
on the envisaged process, noting
that forming a committee to start
collecting views afresh will incur
avoidable expenses.

The government should
commence the constitution making
process by taking the Judge Warioba
Draft “which contain important
issues,” he added.

“But in the past five years,
the situation deteriorated, as
democracy was ruined and
some political parties were
completely curbed”
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Workers of Zanzibar-based Bluebay Beach Resort and Sultan Sands Hotel pictured at the weekend following proceedings at a staff prize-giving

ceremony addressed by their director, Andrew Smith. Photo: Correspondent Martin Kabemba

90 pct of registered SIM
cards verified, says TCRA

By Guardian Reporter

THERE has been a positive
response from the recent appeal
by the Tanzania Communications
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) on
mobile phone services subscribers
toverify the status of the registration
of their SIM cards; the Authority
reported yesterday.

TCRA has reiterated the call on
non-compliant subscribers to verify
their SIM card registration by the
end of January this year. Unverified
SIM cards will be blocked after 31
January 2023.

TCRA Director General, Dr Jabiri

Bakari announced the verification
early last month, explaining that it
was designed to protect innocent
consumers against online crimes
such as fraudulent activities and
theft.

Verification would succeed if all
subscribers voluntarily and fully
complied, he added, emphasising
that verification would make mobile
communications safer for all.

Reporting on the verification,
TCRA’s Manager for Telecom and
Internet Management, Eng. Sadath
Kalolo said 60,076,000 active SIM
cards have been verified, with only
2,061,000 or 4.3 per cent remaining.

The ongoing verification is
carried out jointly with mobile
network operators. Penalties for
non-registration of SIM cards
are stated in the Electronic and
Postal Communications (SIM card
registration) Regulations

Subscribers can verify the status
of the registration of their SIM cards
and be updated on those registered
against their national identification
numbers by pressing *106# on
their mobile phones. SIM cards are
registered by matching subscribers’
fingerprints with those in the
National Identification Authority
(NIDA) database.

Pressing *106# on a subscriber’s
mobile phone activates a menu
in which number 3 enables one
to verify the SIM cards registered
against their national identification
numbers issued by  NIDA.
Subscribers who discover any
anomalies in their registration are
urged to take up matters with the
respective mobile service provider.

TCRA has identified several
reasons for non-compliance with
SIM card registration procedures,
including criminal intentions.

In early November 2022 TCRA
blacklisted and deactivated 52,087
international mobile equipment
identities (IMEIs), including those
involved in theft and fraudulent
activities through mobile phone
networks. An IMEI is a unique
code used to identify an individual
mobile telephone in Global Systems
for Mobile (GSM) communication
networks.

‘Selection for boarding schools
was merit-based no more space’

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has defended
its placement of just 4,000 pupils
to boarding secondary school out of
over 1 million who passed primary
school examinations, saying there is
no more space.

Dr Charles
Permanent

Msonde, deputy
Secretary in the
President’s Office (Regional
Administration and Local
Governments) said this in Dar es
Salaam yesterday, noting that there
are 4,307 public secondary schools
in the country whereby 4,269
are day schools and 38 boarding
schools.

“The boarding schools have
capacity to accommodate only
4,224 students, so it is hard to put all
the students in the boarding schools
while their capacities are low,” he
said.

He explained that there was no
other way than selecting those who
have performed well in the primary
school leaving examination despite
desires of the majority to join the
schools.

“Those who performed well by
getting grade A were 50,475, so it was
still difficult for us to get the 4,269
students from this big number,” he
explained.

He further said: “We have three
groups of boarding which include
those that accommodate students
with high performance, technical
school and the third group is the
one consisting of normal boarding
schools.”

Dr Msonde said that in the
2022 Primary School Leaving
Examinations, seven schools got
high performance with 932 students
who got placement in boarding
schools.

He also said that a total of 1,323
students were selected to join
technical secondary school, 1,816
students placed to normal boarding
schools and 153 selected to join
boarding schools owned by regional
governments.

He also said that a total 0f1,069,717

pupils were to join day schools by
considering proximity of schools
and student’s residences.

Lastweek thegovernmentbanned
transfers to boarding schools for
students who are unsatisfied with
their Form one placement in day
schools saying that the selections
considered rules and set criteria.

Permanent Secretary, President’s

Office (Regional Administration
and Local Governments), Prof
Riziki Shemdoe during the

working session with regional
education officers in Dodoma to
evaluate performance in managing
education for the year 2022.

According to him, since Minister
Angellah  Kairuki  announced
the selection results of form one
students in public schools, the office
has been receiving requests from
parents wanting their children to
be transferred to boarding schools
due to various reasons but the
available boarding school cannot
accommodate all students.

He wanted parents to accept this
and start preparing their children
to report to the schools which they
have been allocated.

We have

three groups

of boarding
which include
those that
accommodate
students

with high
performance,
technical school
and the third
group is the one
consisting of
normal boarding
schools
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Kikondo village
accepted as part
of Mbeya region

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

KIKONDO villagers in Mbeya
urban district have started realizing
growth of their personal incomes
due to increased production of
various food and cash crops.

The good news comes after the
conflict between Mbeya district
officials and the villagers of not
being recognized as either Mbeya
region or Njombe region residents
had come to an end.

The villagers had also been
through a boundary dispute
between them and the Kitulo
National Park for years as they were
required to leave the place and pave
way for conservation activities.

The villagers were also required
to vacate the place since they were
blamed by government authorities
for settling near the source of two
rivers which float into Ruaha and
Lufilyo Rivers.

Recently, Mbeya regional
commissioner Juma Homera and
the Njombe regional commissioner
Anthony Mtaka held a public
meeting with the villagers and
agreed that they continue to live
in the area on the condition of not
damaging the environment.

However, the two commissioners
agreed that the villagers should be
recognized as residents of Mbeya
region, something they had needed
for a long time.

Speaking with The Guardian,
some of the villagers said that after
the conflict ended, they are now
living in peace and are continuing
with their production activities.

One of the villagers, John Mpole
said that they previously believed
that officials from the National
Parks Authority (TANAPA) were the
ones who wanted them evicted and
thus hate them.

He said that now after the officers
defended them and remained in the
village, they live well with them and
cooperate in various social issues.

He said that they have now
begun to improve economically
by increasing the production
of various crops that they were
previously afraid to produce in
large quantities for fear of being
evicted by the government.

“Our economy here depends a lot
on potato farming. We used to grow
a small amount because we were

afraid to spend a lot of money and
then be evicted and leave it here.
Right now, as you can see, all the
fields have been cultivated,” said
Mpole.

Stella Seme said they have agreed
to ensure that they protect the
existing water sources in their area
so that they can help them and the
people of other areas where the
water flows to.

She said that at the moment they
have set special signs that show the
boundaries of the areas that should
be cultivated and those that are not
suitable for protecting the water
sources and forests that exist in the
vicinity of their areas.

The chief Kitulo National Park
Conservator Theodora  Batiho
said the relationship between the
conservators and the residents of
the village has improved recently
after talking to them through
traditional elders. He said that in
previous years they were enemies
with TANAPA officials. They were
afraid to even go through the village
but now they are cooperating in
various social activities.

Our economy
here
depends a
lot on potato
farming.

We used to
grow a small
amount
because we
were afraid
to spend a
lot of money
and then be
evicted and
leave it here.
Right now, as
you can see,
all the fields
have been
cultivated

Burkina Faso officials say
28 people found shot dead

OUAGADOUGOU

TWENTY-eight bodies have been
found in northwest Burkina Faso
over the weekend, the government
said, noting an investigation was
under way as speculation grows
over who may be responsible.

“The government was informed
of an incident at Nouna ... during
the night of December 30-31,”
a government statement said
late on Monday. It added that an
investigation had been begun into
the matter.

The Collective against Impunity
and Stigmatisation of Communities
(CISC) organisation denounced
the violence as “reprisals targeting
civilians” by armed civilians
claiming to be members of an
auxiliary force who “freely engage
in organised looting and targeted
abuses of [the] civilian population”.

Attacks targeting security forces
and civilians have increased in
recent months, especially in
northern and eastern regions
bordering Mali and Niger, which are
battling armed groups.

Despite large gold deposits,
Burkina Faso - which has 21 million
inhabitants - is one of the poorest
countries in the world.

Since 2015, the West African
country has become the epicentre
of a violent rebellion that has spread
from neighbouring Mali over the
past decade. Thousands have been

killed across the Sahel region with
nearly two million people being
displaced and forced to live in
makeshift camps.

The government’s inability to
stem the attacks led to two coups
this year with each military leader
promising to make security a
priority.

However, swaths of its territory
are being cut off by armed groups
in repeated attacks. The east and
Sahel regions have been some of
the hardest hit parts of the country,
with towns besieged by rebels who
prevent civilians from moving
freely.

The government'’s
inability to stem
the attacks led

to two coups this
year with each
military leader
promising to make
security a priority
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Magu district commissioner Salum Kali (2nd-R) pictured in Mwanza city at the weekend presenting a prize TV set to Mwadawa Ibrahim Mohamed of

Chato District for emerging one of the winners of a Vodacom Tanzania Plc campaign raffle. With them are Vodacom’s marketing and business strategy
manager, Venance Chapaulinge (L), and Lake Victoria zone senior sales manager Ahmed Akbarali.

Rungwe residents embark
on the farming of vanilla

By Guardian Correspondent, Rungwe

RESIDENTS of Rungwe in Mbeya
Region are embarking on vanilla
farming after being equipped with
modern methods of producing the
crop and receiving quality seeds

from experts.
The farmers have been
empowered more after being

assured of reliable markets by
a local company known as Ney
headquartered in Kilimanjaro
region.

Earlier, the farmers said they

never knew about the crop and
where to get quality seeds to start
practicing farming the crop.

One of the farmers Mboka
Mwakatumbula a resident of
Kyimo said they were sensitized
by the company which purchases
the crop and were also given the
know how to grow the crop for
their benefits.

He said it is now two years
since they started producing the
crop saying those who responded
earlier to the call have started
benefiting while others are

expected to start harvesting later
this year.

“This is an easy crop to produce
especially here in Mbeya. We co-
plant with Bananas because this
crop needs shade but the main task
is weeding,” he said.

An expert in the crop in Rungwe
Juma Mzava said the crop grows
well in any area with a temperature
less than 25 to 35 degrees and an
average longitude of 100 1300
meters above sea level.

He said the crop also grows better
in an area which receives 2,500 to

5,000 litres of water rains which
Rungwe qualifies as it has all the
qualities.

He named some of the areas in
Rungwe district that are suitable
for the crop’s production as wards
of Kyimo, Ikuti, Bagamoyo, Kinyala,
Iponjola, Nkunga, Malindo, Suma,
Masoko,  Kisondela, = Msasani,
Makandana and Lufingo.

He said some of the areas
in the district qualify for the
crop’s production but have not
been sensitized enough to start
farming.
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Ruvuma regional commissioner Col Laban Thomas plants a tree at a point along Mgugusi river bank within the Lugumbilo reserve in Mbingamhalule

A “ ol Rk [

ward, Songea District, where a total of 2,000 natural tree seedlings have been planted.

Car bomb hits convoy in
Nigeria’s southeast, 4 killed

ABUJA

FOUR security officials were killed
in a car bomb targeting a former
government official in southeast
Nigeria, authorities said Tuesday.

Three police officers and a
paramilitary official were killed in
the attack in Imo State on a convoy
carrying the former governor Ikedi
Ohakim, Police Commissioner

Mohammed Barde said.

“The man (Ohakim) was
ambushed and he was able to
manoeuvre and escape,” said Barde.
The four security personnel were
killed in a different car, he said. The
attack was an unfortunate setback
to government efforts to restore
peace in some of Nigeria’s conflict-
ridden southeastern states, said
Barde.

Southeast Nigeria has
experienced a rise in violent attacks
in recent years, often blamed on
separatists trying to break away
from the West African nation to
form an independent country.

The separatists who identify
themselves as the Indigenous
People of Biafra have become more
violent amid calls for a referendum.
Their attacks often target prominent

people and security forces in the
southeast, say conflict experts.

A manhunt to arrest the assailants
has begun said authorities.

The attack has raised fears
among local residents who are
concerned that security will be
threatened in the area during the
country’s presidential elections in
February.

The violence comes months
after an ambush on a lawmaker in
the southeastern Anambra State
which killed four police officers
in September. After that incident
last year, Nigerian President
Muhammadu Buhari said he is
“deeply concerned” about the
troubled region.
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Dr Angelina Mabula (R), the Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development minister, updates journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on
developments relating to the ministry and its various wings.

Africa’s official Covid vaccination
rates about to go up - Africa CDC

By Annalisa Merelli

AS of the end of 2022, about a
quarter of the population of African
countries had been fully vaccinated
against Covid-19, according to the
latest figures shared by Africa CDC.

The coverage varies drastically
depending on the country. In
Liberia, for instance, nearly 80% of
the population is fully vaccinated,
while only 34% in neighboring Sierra
Leone. Congo, Sudan, Senegal, and
Madagascar all have vaccination
rates below 10%.

These numbers are about to
change-and not because of an
increase in vaccinations. Africa
CDC acting director Ahmed Ogwell
Ouma announced in a video briefing
on Dec. 22 that it will modify the
way it reports vaccination rates.
Rather than reporting coverage
of the overall population, it will
only report vaccinations of eligible
population aged 12 or more.

Due of delays in international
vaccine deliveries, Africa lags
behind the rest of the world in
Covid vaccination rates, and is the

only continent where less than
50% of the population is fully
vaccinated. Currently, just more
than 800 million doses of vaccines
have been administered in Africa,
or 80% of the total received.
About a third of the vaccinations
have been made with Johnson &
Johnson’s vaccine, followed by
Pfizer (22%), AstraZeneca (17%),
China’s Sinopharm (15%) and
Sinovac (7%).

In most countries, the focus
of vaccination campaigns has
been on older and vulnerable
populations, and typically children
and adolescents aren’t yet eligible
for the vaccine.

Africa CDC is changing the way
it reports vaccination rates to
focus only on the population it
considers eligible, or people aged
12 or above. About 40% of the
African population is below 15, so
the change in denominator will
lead to a large jump in the coverage
figures. When Africa CDC makes the
change, the percent of the eligible
population currently vaccinated
will jump from 26% to 42%.

Nyala Ilembo
residents to
have clean, safe

KCB

[SERVICE [ [ [ [ | TRADE FINANCE
TZS USD/EURO KES GBP
IMPORT LETTER OF CREDIT
Monthly Statement free free free free LC ISSUANCE/extension/increase amount 1.3% Per Quarter
Duplicated Statements per page Normal Amendment 130 USD
[ ] (excluding community account) 1500 per page 1.30pp 78pp 0.70pp Release Commision/Ic document processing 20 USD
Interim Statement per page 00 30 " 070 RETIREMENT 0.30% minimum 100 maximum 200
(excluding community account) 1500 per page 1-30pp 78pp 70pp _CANCELAT|0N 260 USD
[ ] [ ] ATM Card Issuance (for the first | ¢ ADVISING 200 ESD(
O t e S lqul time) ree ree n/a n/a NEGOTIATION 0.60% min 200 max 300
- DISCOUNTING 0.80%
ATM withdrawal from KCB ATMs . . " o
(per transaction) 800 equivalent equivalent equivalent AVALIZATION 0.80%
o ATM withdrawal from NonKCB 1, 13 n/a wa Documents HANDLING FEE 150USD
ATMs (Tanzania) COURIER 150 USD
Pyl il oy e B 5 equivalent |equivalent www oo
ATMs (!n?ernanonal) 400,000 limit : i : lssuance fee 1.30%
ATM mini statements 550 equivalent equivalent equivalent AMENDMENT/Reduce of amount 130 USD
N Daily Limit 1000000 equivalent 50000 equivalent DISCREPANCY 55 USD
By Guardian Correspondent' Mbeya Minimum withdrawals 5000 equivalent n/a n/a EXAMINATION
o AT ard Repakement (oo 1 v " omRs
RESIDENTS of Nyala Ilembo village in Mbeya ° . SWIFT 50USD
L. . . Blocking/unblocking ATM cards | free free free free Tracer 50 USD
district council will now access clean and safe water Card Renewal 15000 13 wa n/a COURIER 150 USD

after lacking the precious liquid since independence

. . - . within KCB 2500 equivalent equivalent _|equivalent _MOBILEBANKINGCHARGES
fOHOWlIlg CompleUOH of Shizuvi water project by the Outward to other banks 5000 3 n/a n/a Balance enquiry 300
Rural Water and Sanitation Agency (RUWASA) Setup/Amenq Standing Order 6500 7 500 4 Mir_li statement 300
. . . . Unpaid Standing Order (penalty) {10000 10 500 10 Invite Friend free
The project is being implemented at a cost of 482 (CHEQUES Cheque book 300
through the emergency financial assistance under the Unpaid Cheque (insufficient funds) Stop cheque 300
8 - = - - . ~Outward 15000 13 n/a n/a Stop card 300
Rapid Credit Facility and Rapid Financing Instrument Unpaid Cheque (insufficient) - Change Pin free
to support the authorities’ efforts in responding to the inward 65000 % na v Full statemet 500
: : id Cheques - technical 15000 15 n/a n/a
Covid-19 pandemic. eped hed CBILLPAYMENTS
X N USD unpaid cheque 52 52 n/a n/a o
The project is expected to serve more than 2000 Counter Leaves 13000 equivalent equivalent |equivalent -D“/\\'\\;IEASSCCOO(LUKU) 1 .310/50fthe transacted amount
people with the contractor for the project Felix Msangi 2?::nyr°n"eer]‘1fjpeer i oo 2 e e DSTV Free
saying the project is part of the six projects being New cheque book retail 600 per leaf equivalent equivalent  |equivalent ;EQETIMES li::
implemented by RUWASA in Mbeya region. (TTSINTERNATIONAL SMILE Free
. . . o 3s o d 50USD(TZS equiv-  |50USD(Euro ival ival UHURU Free
He said among the projects include building a 90,000 utwar alent) equivalent) | AUValent  jequivalent VI Free
litres water tank, laying down pipes which are 16.5 long Inward tTT) (excluding community 1|3Uf)D (TZ8 equiv- 13U,SD|(EUIS° equivalent | equivalent SASATEL Free
ildi accounts, aen equivaten  SENDMONEYTOE-WALLET
and building 16 water centres. TR
. . . Recall of funds/Cancellation of TT 10USD (TZS equiv 10U.SD(EW° equivalent equivalent Mpesa
He said the Inyala Ilembo project will end water woes mendment o T (G0 ?L?S;)D e ﬁgbzgl(eEnt) Airtelmoney
. . . . mendment of TT (Customer equiv- uro - - Tigo P 0-50,000=1000, 50,001-100,000=1,500, 100,001-300,000=2,500
. : lent lent go Pesa ! , 50,
in the region and ensure that people will participate induced) alent) equivalent) | *AUVAEM |eauvaEn Eazzy Pesa 300,001-500,000=3,500, 500,001-1,000,000-5000
fully in development activities. TRANSFERSLOCAL Hallopesa
The administrative officer for Ruwasa in Mbeya Emile i (tzcﬂanzama ey oo 1500 equivalent___|equivalent _equivalent TPesa
Mpoasi called upon the people in the area to ensure they bank) 3500 } e e (FUNDSTRANSFER
TISS/local TT (excluding commu- Own accounts 500
protect wz'lter sources to ensure they are useful. . nity zcoount) 10000 13 n/a na KCB oo 200
She said the government has spent a lot in East African Payments (EAPS; 10000 n/a 870 n/a
P yments (EAPS)

construction of the project saying what is remaining of
them is to ensure the infrastructure is protected so that

Current Account-Compa - nia,Rwanda, Burundi and Sudan b

Inter-company cash withdrawals charges,applicable in Kenya,Uganda, Tanza

ranches

0 up to 60 USD

charge 4 USD

60.01 up to 250 USD

charge 7.50 USD

250.01 up to 1,250 USD

charge 13 USD

1,250.01 up to 6,250 USD charge 26 USD

Above 6,250 USD charge 1.20% of daily cumulative withdrawals

Inter-company cash deposit charges, applicable in Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda

. . . 100000 100 5000 13
it helps in national development. ny(SMESCORPORATE)
P . . . . . Current-Personal 50000 100 5000 65
This project is very important because it will allow Mapato Account 10000 10 500 10
development activities to continue as usual because KCB Junior Account 10000 10 500 10
h of the ti llb . e e ' KCB Student Account 10000 10 500 10 §
much of the time will be spent on economic activities, KCB Simba Savers 50000 %0 a a and Burundi

she said.

Village chairman Joshua Mwandete said before the
construction of the project most people travelled 40 to
60 minutes in search of water.

He said after the completion of the project, the woes
have come to an end because currently they will use the
availability of the waters to develop the area.

One of the residents in the area John Mwainga said
despite the completion of the project there are some
villages which still face water challenges.

This projectis
very important
because it

will allow
development
activities to
continue as
usual because
much of the time
will be spent
on economic
activities

Closing account

35000 before
6months, free after
months

6 139

2200

26

Up to 250 USD charge 3 USD

Between 251-1250 USD charge 7 USD

Between 1251-6250 USD charge 13 USD

Above 6250 USD charge 0.60% of daily cumulative deposits

Intercompany standing orders across all companies

Intercompany standing order 13 USD

Student Accounts)

withdra_wal fee to be paid by the 6500 13 450 7
beneficiar

Salary processing 2600

Bala_nce of Account (Flat fee per 39000 equivalent equivalent equivalent
certificate)
Aud!tors Confirmation (fat per 30000 equivalent equivalent equivalent
certificate)
Reference Letters 30000 equivalent equivalent equivalent

KCB

SAHL

BANKING

BENKI BILA RIBA

Na huduma za Kiislamu za KCB

https://tz.kcbgroup.com/kch-sahl-tz

Piga: +255 787 298 018

Search of old documents 15000 13 900 10.5
8% for denom- 8% for denomina-
Forex Cash Deposits (smaller inations that -
denominations below Us $ 50) |2 arelessthan  |"® wons ot are 655 | AN S
than USD 50
USD 50 Processing/arrangement/appraisal fees
Dormant Account Activation free free free free Personal loans: 2.40%
Business loans: 2.40%
Counter Withdrawals (excluding: ~ [<10million 1500 Overdrafts: 2.40%
Simba,Cub & Community accounts) |>10million 0.1% max |0.50% 0.50% 0.50% Mortgage finance 2.40%
20000 Asset finance 2.40%
personal current personal current
account 10,000, 10USD/Busi- personal current Penalty on unpaid loan instalment: 10% above approved rate
Ledger fees - Currer]t Accounts business 20,000, ness 16USD/ 700 10GBP/Business Early repayment: NA
(excluding community and salary) corporate account | Corporate 16GBP/Corporate Valuation fees: As per service provider rates
30,000 20USD 2068P Legal fees: As per service provider rates
Ledger Fees - Savings Accounts Loan insurance fees: 1% _
(excluding Simba, Cub, salary & 1200 7 176 7 Interest rates +or - Base Lending Rate

Personal loans:

19%

Business loans:

“+ or - Base Lending Rate

*Base Lending Rate

19% for TZS and 9% for USD

*All rates are subject to negotitiation based on the product

Please note: All taxes included

Name/Tittle
Lulu Shikonyi - Head of Operations

Christina Manyenye - Head of Marketing and Corporate Affairs

Signature  Date
Signed 04.01.2023 | g
Signed 04.01.2023 g

fln]v]o|




Wednesday 4 January 2023

wwwwwwwwwwwwww

NEWS

Morogoro leaders condemn large
number of cattle in water sources

By Guardian Correspondent,

Morogoro

AUTHORITIES in  Morogoro
District expressed concern over
the presence of large numbers of
livestock that ravage water sources.

They also lodged an appeal to
President Samia Suluhu Hassan to
work on the allegation that there
are five cabinet ministers who own
large number of cattle that are
behind destroying water sources
that support the regions of Dar es
Salaam, Morogoro and Pwani.

The ruling CCMs  district
chairman Gerold Mlenge said this
yesterday when speaking at the
official launch of water project in
Lundi ward and village.

The party district leader said the
district does not have grazing area,
but there are many ranchers who
disturb farmers while destroying
water sources

Mlenge said the presence of
a large number of livestock has
proven to damage water sources
in Morogoro district and lead to
conflicts between farmers, breeders
and the land in general, which can
be resolved if followed up.

Mlenge asked Water Minister
Jumaa Aweso to take the names of
those ministers from the Morogoro
District Commissioner’s office and
submit to the relevant authorities
for action.

Morogoro South MP, Innocent
Kalogeres said that the state in
water projects for the financial year
2022/23 has received more than
1.7bn/- in various areas while fearing
the contractor M/S Crossworld
Logistic Co. Ltd to complete the
water project on time.

The MP tasked the contractor
to complete the project as early as
possible so that the people can get
water and fulfill the government’s
dreams of bringing water closer to
people.

Water Minister Jumaa Aweso
said that the challenge of water,
especially the deterioration of its
sources, has been appearing from
time to time, similar to the issue
of livestock, where he promised to
submit their complaint of the five
ministers who own livestock in
the district as it is to the president
without fail.

“I have been given a special
request by the leaders here,
regarding the livestock challenge, I
acknowledge receiving it and I will
deliver it as you wanted, I am also a
victim, one of the biggest challenges
is the destruction of water sources,”
said minister Aweso.

RUWASA district’s manager, Eng
Grace Lyimo, said that the project

costs 492.8m/- which if completed
will fulfill the government’s goal of
providing quality water services
to more than 4,000 people in
Ngongola and Lundi villages in the
district.

He said that the project has been
implemented since January 17, 2022
and was expected to be completed
on July 16, 2022, where the time has
been extended and required to be
completed on February 7, 2023 due
to various challenges.

He said the water source of the
project is a deep well with the
capacity to produce 264,000 liters
per day and the water demand in
the two villages is 230,200 liters per
day.

Lyimo explained that the main
works planned in the project are
the construction of a 150,000
liter tank, the construction of two
houses for pumping stations, the
Tanesco electricity connection,
excavation work, pipe laying and
reaching a length of 19 kilometers,
the purchase of line pipes mains
and water supply pipes, building 17
rural water collection stations and
rehabilitating six water stations.

He mentioned other works
as the repair of two water tanks
and the construction of the
water community office and the
purchase of two motorcycles for
the management and operation of
the project when it is completed.

He said that in general, the
implementation of work in the
project is 69 percent complete and
an amount of 212.5m/- has already
been paid to the contractor.

One of the beneficiaries of the
project in Lundi ward Rehema
Hembela said he is grateful to
President Samia for bringing them
clean and safe water, something she
described as a very big relief.
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‘Evacuate water catchment
areas, stop human activities’

By Guardian Correspondent, Manyoni

MANYONI district commissioner
Rahabu Mwagisa has ordered
people who are engaged in human
activities and livestock keeping
near water sources to immediately
vacate the areas.

He issued the order yesterday
when opening a general meeting
by water stakeholders in Manyoni
district.

Mwagisa said the rural water and
sanitation authority-RUWASA is
working hard to ensure that people
in rural areas have access to water,
but the problem is that some people
are damaging water sources by
cultivating near water sources and
tending livestock.

“I ask the environmentalists to
provide information when you see
people destroying water sources so
that appropriate measures can be
taken against the perpetrators,” he
said.

She congratulated RUWASA for
continuing to ensure that water
service reaches the people in all
villages and all areas within the
district.

Manyoni acting district executive
director Fadhili Chimsala said
people must be sensitized on
protection of water sources.

Prevention and Combating of
Corruption Bureau Senior Officer in
Manyoni district Wilson Ntiro, said
his office will continue to monitor

implementation of water projects
to ensure that they are completed
on time and with relevancy in value
of money.

He said damaging water
infrastructure is an offense and it is
considered as economic sabotage,
therefore leaders should tell the
people to take care of the water
sources so that they last longer.

Ntiro said water preservation
unions should ensure that people
or institutions that sell water have
special permits of doing so because
the Water Act 2009 states that no
one is allowed to sell water unless
they have a special permit.

Those who sell water in rural
areas without a special permit are
doing so illegally.

RUWASA Head of the operation
and maintenance division Engineer
Madhu Shija emphasized on
planting trees around water sources
so that they remain safe and provide
water at all times.

“RUWASA would like to get
information about each water
source, how many trees have
been planted, and make sure all
water preservation unions submit
monthly reports,” he said.

Head of community based water
society (CBWSO), Binto Manyama
said; from March 16 to 22 water
preservation unions should have
classified the recommendations of
activities that will be held during
each water week commemorations.
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Meat dealers attend to their customers just outside an abattoir at Uyole in Mbeya District yesterday.

Authorities in Mbeya Region chart ways
to ensure timely distribution of fertiliser

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

AUTHORITIES in Mbeya
region have strategized to ensure
subsidized fertiliser which has just
arrived in the region is circulated
and distributed to farmers for
timely application during the
ongoing farming season.

Mbeya Regional Commissioner
Juma Homera revealed this when
he witnessed the disembarking
of subsidized fertiliser which has
been produced by a local industry
located in Dodoma.

The RC directed the company
which has been contracted to
distribute the fertiliser across the
region, Ben Agro Star, to ensure
the fertiliser reaches all the district
councils equally in the region to
evade conflicts.

He said the region is in need of
11,000 tonnes of fertiliser to meet
its demand hence calling upon the
company to increase the pace of
distributing and transporting the
input from Dodoma.

“There is a huge task ahead of
you, so please work hard to ensure

that people who are intended to get
fertiliser do so timely,” he said.

He directed the company and
other distributors to ensure the
fertiliser is distributed and sold at
the same price as indicated by the
government and those who will go
against it will be punished by the
law.

He called upon  district
commissioners to follow up on
fertiliser availability in shops which
are registered as well as ensure if it
is sold at the recommended price.

The managing director of Ben

Agro Star Dr Izrael Mwampondele
said the first batch of the fertiliser
which arrived in the region was just
the beginning as were others on the
way from Dodoma.

He said Mbeya being one of
the main producers of the food
crops, there is need for the input
to arrive timely so that farmers can
start applying to facilitate bumper
harvest. He assured the RC that the
company will distribute the input
in the region with dedication while
taking note of the indicative prices
by the government.

Samli Mniuka (L), a small trader based along Dar es Salaam’s Congo Street, pictured yesterday assisting a presumed pupil in trying on shoes in
preparation for the nationwide opening of schools for calendar year 2023.

‘100 most reputable Africans’ in 2023 announced

By Special Correspondent

REPUTATION Poll International, a
leading global reputation firm, has
released the 2023 list of the 100 most
reputable Africans. The list features
individuals from diverse sectors
including governance, human
rights, education, entertainment,
and business.

The selection criteria are integrity,
impact and visibility.

Kenya’s Amina Chawahir
Mohamed, South Africa’s Bonang
Mohale, Chancellor at the University
of the Free State and Professor at
Johannesburg Business School; and

Cameroon’s Njoya Tiku, Manager
of the UNDP Regional Office in
West and Central are some of the
prominent personalities featured
on the list.

Governance and Policy: The
President of Kenya, His Excellency
William K. Ruto, the President of
Malawi, His Excellency Lazarus
Chakwera and Senator Chantal
Moussokoura Fanny of Ivory Coast,
amongst others.

Business: Egypt's Naguib Onsi
Sawiris, Chairman of Weather
Investment company, Ghana’s Sir
Samuel Esson Jonah, Chancellor
of the University of Cape Coast,

and Executive Chairman of Jonah
Capital in South Africa and Nigeria’s
Dr. Dauda Lawal, Executive Vice
Chairman and CEO of Credent
Capital and Advisory Ltd. Human
Rights Advocacy: Martha K. Koome,
Chief Justice of Kenya, and Nigeria’s
Aisha Yesufu are featured.
Leadership: Ethiopia’s President,
Sahle Work- Zedwe, Nigeria’s Dr.
Paul Enenche MD, and Ghana’s
Afua Kyei (the Chief Financial
Officer at Bank of England, where
she leads the Finance Directorate)
are featured and Bolaji Akinremi
(Amb.) || Director of Economy Trade
& Investment, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs.

In addition to the individuals
recognised on Reputation Poll
International’s “100 Most Reputable
Africans” list for their various
achievements, there are also
those who are celebrated for their
contributions to social impact and
social entrepreneurship, helping to
transform businesses in Africa and
positively impacting lives without
causing controversy.

The 100 Most Reputable Africans
list is aimed at recognising and
celebrating the achievements
of individuals making a positive
impact in Africa and worldwide.
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Nallusamy Rajendran Murali (2nd-R), Bagamoyo Sugar Limited’s deputy general manager (Agriculture), briefs a delegation of Tanzania Chamber of
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (TCCIA) representatives last week on how the firm is managed. Others include TCCIA acting president Swallah Saidi
Swallah (C) and board member Dr Kingu Mtemi (3rd-R).

TCCIA happy with Bagamoyo Sugar Company performance

By Guardian
Bagamoyo

Correspondent,

THE Tanzania Chamber
of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture (TCCIA) said here
yesterday it is happy with positive
investment made by the Bagamoyo
Sugar Limited that has resulted
in planting 2,000 hectares with
sugar cane, creating 1000 jobs,
and building infrastructure using
internal resources.

Speaking at the end of the tour of
the farms and firm’s premises, the
TCCIA Acting President, Swallah
Saidi Swallah, said the chamber
is happy with the performance of
the company and its future plans,
especially promotion of sugar out
growers.

“We are happy with the
performance of this company.
We have witnessed positive and
focused investment that promises
our country good results in the
sugar industry. To us (TCCIA)
the existence of this company
with positive investment plans is
a big success in the agriculture,
industry and commerce sectors,”
he told reporters. The factory is
owned by the Bakhresa Group of
Companies.

Swallah said the chamber wants
to know exactly how Bagamoyo
smallholders can grow sugar canes
and become an important supplier
of raw materials to the factory.

He said the chamber has adopted
a tour strategy that entails visiting
companies and discussing with

owners the basis of their successes,
emerging challenges and problems
and how to solve them. “We have
started with industries. We want
to know what is taking place there,
identify areas of cooperation
and kind of support the chamber
can offer. We have started with
industry,” he said.

He praised the  current
government’s investment policy,
which he said is friendly to investors
and has consequently attracted
investors to Tanzania.

A member of the TCCIA Board
of Directors, Dr Kingu Mtemi, who
was part of the delegation, said
the delegation was impressed by
the plans and willingness of the
company to support sugar out
growers as an important supplier of

raw materials.

“There is a glaringly big demand
for raw materials. As a chamber we
would like to cooperate with this
company to motivate sugar out
growers and make them a reliable
source of raw material for the
factory,” he said.

The Deputy General Manager
(Agriculture), Nallusamy Rajendran
Murali, told visitors that the
company welcomes support from
the TCCIA. He said the company has
builtinternalfarmroads, established
irrigation infrastructure, bought
requisite machinery and machines
for loading and offloading canes
using company resources. He said
the company wants to use sugar
out growers as key suppliers of raw
materials.

MCHIGAN

Grass is transported in Dar es Salaam’s Madale suburb yesterday for feeding livestock under the zero-grazing modality implemented in line with the

city by-laws.

Senegalese journalist ‘extremely strained’ after hunger strike

DAKAR

A Senegalese journalist and
prominent anti-government critic
is “extremely strained” after a two-
week hunger strike he launched in
protest of his detention, his lawyer
said on Monday.

Pape Ale Niang, head of the Dakar
Matin online news site, was arrested
on November 6 and charged with
“divulging information likely to
harm national defense.”

Niang, widely followed in Senegal
for his regular columns on current
affairs, was released on December
14 but sent back to prison a week
later. He has been on a hunger strike
since his latest imprisonment on
December 20.

“I pray that the irreparable does
not happen,” Me Moussa Sarr told
journalists.

The journalist has been at Dakar’s
main hospital since December 24,
with doctors concerned about his

condition for the past five days,
according to a local press body.

The case against Niang arose after
he wrote about rape charges faced
by the country’s main opposition
leader, Ousmane Sonko.

He is accused of describing
confidential  messages  about
security arrangements for Sonko’s
interview  with  investigators,
according to trade unions.

His detention sparked a wave
of criticism from the press, civil

society groups and Senegal’s
opposition, many of whom called
for his release.

Senegal has a strong reputation
for openness and press freedom in
troubled West Africa, but this status
is in decline, according to Reporters
Without Borders (RSF).

Its 2022 Press Freedom
Index ranked Senegal 73rd out
of 180 countries — a fall of 24
places compared with the 2021
assessment.

Ruvuma starts tree
planting project in
protection of two
sources of water

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

RUVUMA regional commissioner
Colonel Laban Thomas yesterday
graced the event for planting 3,500
natural trees along river Luegu and
river Mgugusi in the region as part
of marking the tree planting week.

The tree planting took place at
two water sources which flow into
river Luegu in Namtumbo district
and river Mgugusi in Lugumbilo
village in Songea district.

At river Luegu a total of 1500
natural tree seedlings have been
planted and at the source of river
Mgugusi 2000 seedlings have been
planted at that source.

The tree seedlings have been
provided by the Tanzania Forestry
Services Agency (TFS).

Namtumbo district commissioner
Dr Julius Ningu said that the district
is implementing the instructions to
conserve water sources as given by
President Dr Samia Suluhu Hassan.

He said the district will also plant
trees in other rivers that feed into
river Luegu.

Thomas said river Luegu
contributes 19 percent of the water
floating into the Julius Nyerere
Hydropower Project set in Rufiji
River

“This river contributes 19 percent
of all the water that floats into the
Julius Nyerere power project,” he
said.

He banned all human activities
ongoing at the source of the river to
make it sustainable.

He congratulated Ngwinde village
residents for protecting the forest
surrounding the water source.

He asked TFS to distribute more
seedlings for free to the residents so
that they can plant and preserve the
environment.

While he was at Mgugusi River
that feeds its water into river
Ruvuma, he was annoyed by
destruction of the Lugumbilo forest

reserve located at that water source
where people have invaded it.

He instructed Songea district
commissioner to ensure that all the
people involved in the destruction
of the source are arrested and
prosecuted for destroying the
environment.

He also ordered all those who
cultivated maize fields at the source
to be removed and the reserve to
remain open.

He has ordered all the mountain
reserves in the Ruvuma region that
have been invaded by people to be
evicted to protect the water sources
for the benefit of the current and
future generations.

Meanwhile, Ruvuma region CCM
chairman Odo Mwisho condemned
the destruction of the environment
at the Mbingamhalule water source.

Ruvuma region’s natural
resources advisor Africanus Challe
said during the tree planting week,
the region is expected to plant
1,100,000 natural tree seedlings
provided by TFS.

He has ordered
all the mountain
reserves in

the Ruvuma
region that have
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by people to
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protect the
water sources
for the benefit
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US drops Burkina Faso
from Africa duty-free
business programme

WASHINGTON DC

THE United States has dropped
Burkina Faso from its trade
preference programme citing deep
concerns over “unconstitutional
change” in government in the
West African country, the US Trade
Representative’s (USTR) office has
said.

Frustrations over the
government’s inability to curb
activity by armed groups spurred
two military coups in Burkina Faso
in 2022. The previous and current
military governments have made
efforts to beef up security, but the
attacks have continued.

The African Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA) provides
sub-Saharan  African  nations
with duty-free access to the US
if they meet specific eligibility

requirements, including making
progress towards political
pluralism.

TheUSTR’sofficesaid BurkinaFaso
had failed to meet the requirements
of the AGOA statute and would
be given “clear benchmarks” for
a pathway towards reinstatement
to the trade programme, adding
that Washington would work with
Ouagadougou.

On Monday, the Burkinabe
Ministry of Foreign Affairs reacted
to the decision by repeating a
November statement saying the
timetable for a return to democracy
had not changed.

Burkina Faso had committed
to returning to constitutional rule
in 24 months in a July agreement
with the West African regional bloc
ECOWAS.

Burkina Faso, one of the world’s
poorest countries, has been in the

grip of a conflict in which armed
groups linked to al-Qaeda and
ISIL (ISIS) have killed thousands
of civilians and created one of
the continent’s fastest-growing
humanitarian crises.

Nearly two million people have
been displaced who reside in
makeshift camps, many run by the
United Nations, that dot the arid
countryside.

The violence, which has rumbled
on for about seven years, has been
focused in the north and east,
crippling local economies, causing
mass hunger, and restricting access
to aid organisations.

Just before Christmas, Burkina
Faso’s military government asked
a senior UN official to exit the
country. The UN contested the
decision saying “the doctrine of
persona non grata does not apply to
United Nations officials”.

The African
Growth and
Opportunity Act
(AGOA) provides
sub-Saharan
African nations
with duty-free
access to the

US if they meet
specific eligibility
requirements,
including

making progress
towards political
pluralism
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CGTN clip will help
Destination Tanzania

NEW clip on Chinese

Global Television

Network (CGTN) which

is available on DSTV
next to a band of well-known global
broadcasters like Cable News
Network (CNN) and Al Jazeera,
among others, is of interest to
Tanzanian tourism stakeholders. It
notably highlights a close up look at
Mount Kilimanjaro, what the glaciers
look at close range, even improving
the image of the mountain that some
of us thought we knew enough. We
get images from photographs, not the
climbers.

The close up photos are the sort of
image one gets if he or she actually
climbs the mountain, though chances
are that the route taken would avoid
the massive hanging ice blocks that
photographic show closed upon.
Without some expertise it isn't easy
to say where the photographer stood
to get those images, as they aren’t
routine at all, which means that most
photographs of the top stretch of
the mountain are taken from a safe
distance from the most dangerous
zones. |It is possible one can approach
the edges with massive ice blocks
with a plane for a snapshot, or fitting
auxiliary equipment on camera to
close up or to enlarge, etc.

Whatever the case this was an
excellent view of what a climber
actually finds upon climbing, and
informs keen climbers of the scale,
enormity of the challenge, and even
the sporting exertion they are likely
to face in the area. Still the area is
famous for the climbing, as it is partly
arduous and partly manageable
for those habitually in good health
or athletic shape. Thus the nerve
tingling images of ice cliffs and
imagined climbing challenge aren’t
routine stuff for Kilimanjaro, but can
come up.

Without a profiling of the clip

attached to its showing on CGTN,
figuring out its provenance was kind
of taxing, if it was made by local
promoters for the TV item, or it came
directly from the television network
itself. The news item was both a CGTN
item and a promotional package for
Tanzania as it was about Air Tanzania
starting a second regular destination
weekly, underlining that China is
emerging as a key market for Air
Tanzania and for tourism as such. For
some viewers the clip background
music appeared to merge with the
network mounting it, that it was
faintly Chinese music, but an expert
could say it was sort of blended that
way, etc.

What though passed in mind was
the impression that Destination
Tanzania was now arriving where
it has always stopped short of being
noticed, namely on global television
of renown. Not surprisingly this has
come after ‘Tanzania: The Royal
Tour, but the fact that this was in
the first place a US documentary
where President Samia Suluhu
Hassan felt obliged to assist for
higher national interest shows that
the country’s image was on the rise.
The documentary took it a stage
further and now offshoots of the
ground breaking profiling are being
conceived.

At the same time this scenic
Kilimanjaro video clip is less of a
promotional event than a salutary
affirmation that links between
Tanzania and China elicit a keen
reaction at the top level in the Far
East country. The honour extended
to President Samia to be the first
Head of State to visit China upon
the conclusion of a destiny defining
congress of the ruling Communist
Party, followed by German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, is not lost to
media executives in that country. The
clip is one result.

World Braille Day communication is
realisation of human rights for blind

RAILLE is a tactile

writing system used by

people who are visually

impaired, including
people who are blind, deaf blind
or who have low vision. It can be
read either on embossed paper or
by using refreshable braille displays
that connect to computers and
smartphone devices. Braille can be
written using a slate and stylus, a
braille writer, an electronic braille
note taker or with the use of a
computer connected to a braille
embosser.

Braille is named after its creator,
Louis Braille, a Frenchman who lost
his sight as a result of a childhood
accident. In 1824, at the age of
fifteen, he developed the braille
code based on the French alphabet
as an improvement on night
writing. He published his system,
which  subsequently included
musical notation, in 1829. The
second revision, published in 1837,
was the first binary form of writing
developed in the modern era.

Braille characters are formed
using a combination of six raised
dots arranged in a 3 x 2 matrix,
called the braille cell. The number
and arrangement of these dots
distinguishes one character
from another. Since the various
braille alphabets originated as
transcription codes for printed
writing, the mappings (sets of
character designations) vary from
language to language, and even
within one; in English Braille there
are 3 levels of braille: uncontracted
braille - a letter-by-letter
transcription used for basic literacy;
contracted braille - an addition of
abbreviations and contractions
used as a space-saving mechanism;
and grade 3 - various non-
standardized personal stenography

that is less commonly used.

In addition to braille text (letters,
punctuation, contractions), it is
also possible to create embossed
illustrations and graphs, with the
lines either solid or made of series
of dots, arrows, and bullets that
are larger than braille dots. A full
braille cell includes six raised dots
arranged in two columns, each
column having three dots. The dot
positions are identified by numbers
from one to six. There are 64
possible combinations, including
no dots at all for a word space.
Dot configurations can be used to
represent a letter, digit, punctuation
mark, or even a word.

Earlybraille educationis crucial to
literacy, education and employment
among the blind. Despite the
evolution of new technologies,
including screen reader software
that reads information aloud,
braille provides blind people with
access to spelling, punctuation and
other aspects of written language
less accessible through audio
alone. While some have suggested
that audio-based technologies
will decrease the need for braille,
technological advancements such
as braille displays have continued
to make braille more accessible and
available. Braille users highlight that
braille remains as essential as print
is to the sighted.[4]

Visual impairment, also
known as vision impairment, is
a medical definition primarily
measured based on an individual’s
better eye visual acuity; in the
absence of treatment such as
correctable  eyewear,  assistive
devices, and medical treatment-
visual impairment may cause the
individual difficulties with normal
daily tasks including reading and
walking..
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‘Ethiopia govt peacefully takes over Tigray’

By Ashenafi Endale

HE Tigray War was an

armed conflict that lasted

from 3 November 2020

to 3 November 2022.
The war was primarily fought in the
Tigray region of Ethiopia between
the Ethiopian federal government
and Eritrea on one side, and the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) on the other.

After years of increased tensions
and hostilities between the TPLF
and the governments of Ethiopia
and Eritrea, fighting began when
Tigrayansecurity forcesattacked the
Northern Command headquarters
of the Ethiopian National Defense
Force (ENDF), alongside a number
of other bases in Tigray. The ENDF
counter attacked from the south
- while Eritrean Defence Forces
(EDF) began launching attacks from
the north - which Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed described as “law
enforcement operations.” Federal
allied forces captured Mekelle,
the capital of the Tigray Region,
on 28 November, after which Abiy
declared the operation “over.”
However, the Tigray government
stated soon afterwards that it
would continue fighting until the
“invaders” were out, and on 28 June
2021, the Tigray Defense Forces
(TDF) retook Mekelle; by July the
same year, they had also advanced
into the Amhara and Afar regions.
[59] In early November 2021, the
TDF, together with the Oromo
Liberation Army (OLA), took control
of several towns on the highway
south from Tigray Region towards
Addis Ababa, and the TPLF stated
that it considered “marching on
[the capital].” Together with seven
smaller rebel groups, the TPLF and
OLA declared a coalition aiming to
“dismantle Abiy’s government by
force or by negotiations, and then
form a transitional authority.”

After a successful government
counter-offensive in response, and
then a series of negotiations with
the TPLF, Ethiopia declared an
indefinite humanitarian truce on
24 March 2022, in order to allow
the delivery of humanitarian aid
into Tigray.  However, fighting
dramatically re-escalated in late
August 2022, after peace talks broke
down. Rapid mobilization of troops
soon followed, with Ethiopia, Eritrea
and Tigray reportedly organising
hundreds of thousands of troops
against each other by October
the same year. After a number of
peace and mediation proposals in
the intervening years, Ethiopia and
the Tigrayan rebel forces agreed
to a cessation of hostilities on 2
November, which went into effect

the day after; Eritrea was not a party
to the agreement, however, and
their status has remained unclear.

All sides, particularly the ENDF,
EDF, and TDF, have committed war
crimes during the conflict. Mass
extrajudicial killings of civilians
have taken place throughout,
including in Axum, Bora, Chenna,
Kobo, the Hitsats refugee camp,
Humera, Mai Kadra, the Debre
Abay monastery, and Zalambessa.
An estimated 385,000- 600,000
people have been killed,[ and war
rape became a “daily” occurrence,
with girls as young as 8 and
women as old as 72 being raped,
often in front of their families. A
major humanitarian crisis has
developed as a result of the war,
with famine becoming widespread.
It also inflicted immense economic
damage on the region, with the cost
of rebuilding alone estimated to be
roughly $20 billion.

Implementation  of
agreement speeds up.

Ethiopia’s federal government
would retake command of the city
of Mekelle, capital of the Tigray
regional state, in the coming few
days, exactly two years after the
onset of war in November 2022. On
December 29, 2022, federal police
troops were stationed in Mekelle
to safeguard federal facilities and
ensure the smooth functioning of
everyday activities.

The Pretoria and Nairobi peace
treaties have allowed the Ethiopian
National Defence Force (ENDF) to
secure strategic areas in the region.
The disarming of Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) fighters is
also being monitored by the AU-
led Monitoring, Verification, and
Compliance Mission (MVCM) team.

In the presence of Olusegun
Obasanjo, Uhuru Kenyatta, Workneh
Gebeyehu (PhD), secretary general
of IGAD, officials of the federal
government, including Gedion
Timotios (PhD), minister of Justice,
and officials of the TPLF, the MVCM
officially began its mission on
lastThursday in Mekelle.

Antony Blinken, secretary of state
of the United States, praised the
launch of the AU-led disarmament
team. “The signing and launch of
the AU-MVCM in Mekelle is another
important step towards securing
lasting peace for the people of
northern Ethiopia,” he said in a
statement issued on Thursday.

Ten military experts from
different African countries,
including South Sudan and Kenya,
make up the MVCM team, which
has already begun to observe the
collection of heavy weaponry held
by the TPLF at Agula, which is
located close to Mekelle.

Pretoria

“Wesaw alot ofenthusiasmamong
the population,” Steven Radina (Maj.
Gen.), head of the MVCM, said. “I
visited a mechanization garrison at
Agula, where I saw an assortment of
heavy weapons and the willingness
to hand over and continue with the
peace process.”

Once the handover of the
heavy weapons to the ENDF is
completed, the process continues
for the light weapons, culminating
in the full implementation of the
Disarmament, Demobilisation, and
Reintegration (DDR) programme.

When the disarmament is fully
implemented, Eritrean and Amhara
forces are expected to withdraw
from the Tigray region, according to
officials at the federal government.
Reports say that Eritrean troops
have started to leave the region.

Regional elections will be
conducted in Tigray after the
region is fully stabilized. An interim
government will be formed in
Tigray, comprising the TPLF, the
federal government, and opposition
parties in Tigray, according to
Redwan Hussein (Amb), security
advisor to the Prime Minister. He
stated this while briefing members
of the opposition party at the
African  Leadership  Excellence
Academy on December 28, 2022.

The battalion of ENDF has already
arrived in Mekelle to take over the
weapons, Getachew Reda, TPLF
spokesperson said while speaking
during the launch ceremony of the
MVCM.

On the other hand, the federal
government is also fulfilling the
TPLF’s demands, including the
resumption of basic services and
humanitarian assistance provision.

The federal institutions in Tigray
are quickly resuming operations
after cabinets of the federal
government, led by Tagesse Chafo,
the house speaker, arrived in
Mekelle for the first time in two
years last Thursday.

Ethiopian Airlines began flights
to Mekelle, with plans to resume
Shire flights and triple Mekelle
flights beginning Monday, January
1, 2023. Ethio telecom has also
resumed its connection to Mekelle
and 28 other towns in the region
after repairing more than half of its
1,800 kilometers of fiber-optic cable
in the conflict areas. Electricity,
transportation, and  banking
services are also resuming, while
banks are facing liquidity problems
as fresh injections are required into
their branches in Tigray.

By December 29, over 106,000
metric tons of humanitarian aid
and 1,400 metric tons of medicine
had been provided to Tigray since
the peace agreement was signed on

November 2, 2022.

“We have walked the talk,”
Olusegun Obasanjo said during
the MVCM launch in Mekelle on
Thursday. After being assigned by
the AU 17 months ago to find a way
out of the deadly conflict between
the federal government and TPLF,
he traveled to Mekelle for the 10th
time.

“The suspicion and the heated
debate eventually led to the peace
agreement. An agreement that
will be implemented slowly. The
trust building is really crucial,”
said Uhuru Kenyatta, who also
hopes to see the celebration of the
completion of the peace progress
in Addis Ababa by the time the
Ethiopian Christmas arrives, which
will be on January 7, 2022.

However, officials from both the
federal government and Tigray
state say there is still a lot of work to
be done to end the war.

Delisting the TPLF from the
terrorist ~ designation,  political
negotiations regarding the
representation of Tigray in the
federal government, ensuring
transitional justice, solving the
Wolkait issue, healing the social
fabrics, and reconstructing the war-
affected regions remain heavy on
the federal government’s shoulders.

On the other hand, the withdrawal
of Eritrean and Amhara forces, the
return of all IDPs to their homes,
and the full supply of humanitarian
aid and full resumption of services
concern the TPLF officials.

“There are several parts of
the agreement that are to be
implemented. Parties might have
concerns, be it about the pace of
the implementation or others.
Nevertheless, we are on a positive
trajectory. The government
has shown support for the full
implementation, and too much
blood has been shed and lost,”
Gedion said. He says that it is time
for a rebuild. We must take lessons
from the past two years. “There is
much work ahead on DDR.”

However, both parties agreed not
to allow any mistrust to develop,
as this would jeopardize the peace
process’s progress.

“No spoiler, from here or outside,
should be allowed to stand in the
way of that mission to rebuild our
communities. We are prepared
to ensure that any relapse into
mutual distrust does not succeed,”
Getachew responded.

Kenyatta is looking forward
to the meeting in Addis Ababa,
“where Ethiopia will take full
control over their affairs and
ensure a peaceful and lasting
resolution is found.”
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Of relatives who live in same cities but

do meet only

WISH you and your family a

happy and healthy New Year

2023. Festive seasons cannot

increase or decrease the
importance of our family, but family
increases the importance of festivities
undoubtedly.

Most of us wait for the whole year
for our family to be reunited during
Christmas and New Year holidays.
People give a number of reasons,
chief being the hectic city life where
everybody is busy chasing money.
But is it healthy for family bond and
upbringing of future generations? My
answer is no.

If you enjoyed this Christmas and the
New Year with your family, then you
should be grateful because that means
the importance of the festive season
doubled for you with your family.

Familiesareasource ofunconditional
love and resource for all of us to life’s
changes and challenges. Most people
would also agree on the importance of
family in creating healthy individuals
and strong communities.

Parents are the first and most
important teachers in every child’s
life. The importance of family starts
at birth and stays constant throughout
life. As children grow into their teens
and early childhood, families can be
a bedrock of support during times of
change.

Families provide necessities such
as food clothing and shelter for
children in their household. But the
importance of family doesn’t end with
physical needs; they should aim to
support emotional needs as well. In
truth, humans have multiple needs
and a healthy family can support them
well. In short, a strong family should
be source for much more than basic
items needed for life.

Children are not equipped to
manage life on their own. Children
need to feel safe and protected to
engage in a healthy way with the
world. When children feel protected,
they can enjoy the magic and wonder
of childhood.

So we do agree families provide
protection for children. In today’s
hyper-connected world, it’s easy to get
over exposed to unhealthy ideas and
images. However, only a close family
with strong values can help young
members avoid or resist negative
influences. Without strong family
values, young people can succumb
to peer pressure and get addicted to
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A family’'s

influence on young

children can last
a lifetime in many
ways. Healthy
families are the
building blocks of
a healthy society
and nation.
Behind every
successful person,
there is a happy
supportive family,
be it immediate or
distant.
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Chaitra Chatterjee

various forms of addictions.

When children are young family can
provide advice but as they grow, parents
can navigate complex webs of relationships.
Parental guide can help young people to
choose colleges, careers and even partners.
However, in some cases too much support
can be harmful as some children can be over
dependent on parents.

As children grow, parents should support
them in an indirect way. A family is one who
demands less and gives more as possible.
Family helps us to bring out our personality.
Family is our canvas through which we paint
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chaitra.chatterjee2010@gmail.com

our world. Without family one’s identity
is incomplete. Joint family teaches us
importance of unity in life.

Family teaches us about the customs,
traditions and cultures of societies and
nations. Family helps us to fight odd times
and removes our loneliness. Without family,
we won’t be able to share our success or
failure with anyone. A family gives us strength
we need during our difficult times and enjoys
the achievement or success with us.

Family maintains stability and peace in
society. Due to huge change in lifestyle, some
people are unable to balance their family

end festivities

life and work but we should balance
our work and family to live a healthy
lifestyle.

A family’s influence on young
children can last a lifetime in many
ways. Healthy families are the building
blocks of a healthy society and nation.
Behind every successful person, there
is a happy supportive family, be it
immediate or distant.

So, families are very important
for everyone, not only for festive
seasons, though family events, parties
or vacations and strengthening
relationships but also a vital part in
our everyday life of struggle to provide
physical, mental or economic support
and inspiration.

Family is a blessing to us. Never lose
the sight of importance of family even
when life gets complicated and busy.
And, don’t wait for the next Christmas
and New Year to meet family members,
do it whenever you can. It is sad that
some relatives, including those living
in the same cities, see family members
only during these yearend festivities.

“Everyone needs a house to live in
but a supportive family is what builds a
home,” said American poet and author
Anthony Liccione.

We can live longer
and healthier by
observing simple
routines in our lives

in Tanzania. We live in the era
where many people do office work
in air conditioned environments
and people drive or commute to
work. In other words, people don’t
sweat. It looks and sounds cool but
deadly. For, such bodies are very
attractive to NCDs.

And now comes eating. Healthy
eating is another problem as
people love it starchy, oily and
sugary while the fact is too much
of any of that is harmful. To be safe,
practise eating food that increases

By Pankras Luoga and Judith Costantine

SINCE 1990s there has been an
increase of various diseases in the
world. This has been the case in
both developed and developing
countries and Tanzania has not
been spared.

Developing countries
have recorded increase of
communicable diseases as well as
emergence of non-communicable
diseases. Some of the common
communicable diseases  are
cholera, dysentery, diarrhea,
Tuberculosis, malaria HIV/
Aids and many others without
forgetting the recently emerged
Covid-19.

At the same time, the world
has witnessed increased trend
of Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs) including diabetes both
type 1 and 2, heart diseases like
hypertension, cancers and many
other complications.

As it is in other developing
countries, Tanzanians have
witnessed the increase of the
number of deaths caused by
communicable as well as NCDs.
For instance, after the public
announcement of an outbreak
of Covid-19 in December 2019 in
China, and later in Tanzania in

March 2020, the disease caused
more than 800 deaths in the
country according to official
statistics.

As the country was reeling
from the devastating impact of
Covid-related disruptions, in July
2022, there was emergence of
leptospirosis or field fever in the
southern areas of the country
particularly Ruagwa District in
Lindi Region.

What are their effects to soci-
ety?

All these trends of diseases
have been causing a lot of effects
to the society particularly on
the manpower of the nation.
Example is the recorded trends
of incidences of sudden deaths
with unknown causes in the
communities and sometimes
diseases such as cancer are
diagnosed but at late stage of
development, leading to deaths
that could be prevented.

In Tanzania and other countries,
people have lost relatives and
money spent on whatever was
believed to cure Covid-19 before
the development of vaccines and
even thereafter since vaccine
hesitancy was yet another global
pandemic.

NCDs are the biggest enemy
of developing economies like
Tanzania in terms of financial cost
of managing them as well as lives
lost. This is so because experts
now warn of alarming statistics
when it comes to NCDs in young
people who are supposed to
propel the engine of the economy.

What should be done now?

It is true that most of the
diseases are caused by our
behaviours or lifestyles. For
instance, not observing cleanness
of our surroundings and food that
we eat, not eating balanced diet,
not exercising, taking too much

alcohol, not observing the socio
ethics and engaging in unsafe sex
kill many prematurely.

Hence, it is important that every
person who wishes to live longer
and healthier life to conduct a
monitoring and evaluation of their
life and make necessary changes.
For, no one does this for another
person. Even your doctor will only
advise, period.

Some of the measures one can
take regular check-up which helps
diagnosis of diseases at early stage.
Itisimportant that one gets proper
treatment before the disease
develops into chronic stage and
becomes difficult or impossible to

treat.

Also, it is advised that people
follow advice given by health
providers including avoiding or
reducing foods that contain high
amounts of sugar (glucose) and
oil, especially with high content of
cholesterol.

Many seem to fail when it comes
to moderate drinking. In their
New Year message, some Christian
clerics raised alarm over binge
drinking by teenagers. But as
doctors all over the world say, you
can adamantly drnk excessively at
your own peril.

Like drinking problem, body
inactivity seems to be a problem

immunity. Some people don’t
want to see, leave alone touch
vegetables simple because they
can afford meat. That’s a problem.

In addition, observation of
normal health practices such as
washing hands before eating and
after using the toilet, drinking
clean and safe water, eating
clean and safe food, taking time
for resting and eating balanced
diet can someone avoid a host of
diseases.

What are the benefits of taking
these measures?

If we embrace regular health
check-ups, then the benefits
will be at individual, societal
and national level. For, diseases
will be diagnosed at early stage
and treated promptly before
advancing. This saves not only
lives but time and money. It can
be done.

Pankras Luoga is Assistant
Lecturer in Health Systems
Management, Monitoring and
Evaluation in Health at Muhimbili
University of Health and Allied
Sciences (MUHAS) and Judith
Costantine is Assistant Lecturer
in the School of Pharmacy
Department of Medicinal Plants
at MUHAS.
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In proxy war with Russia, the US doles out
100 billion dollars in aid, arms to Ukraine
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Rocket Systems and ammuni-
tion.

Four Command Post vehicles.

-Two National Advanced
Surface-to-Air Missile Systems
(NASAMS).

-20 Mi-17 helicopters.

-Counter-battery systems.

-Hundreds of  Armored
High Mobility Multipurpose
Wheeled Vehicles.

200 M113 Armored Person-
nel Carriers.

-Over 10,000 grenade launch-
ers and small arms.

-Over 59,000,000 rounds of
small arms ammunition.

75,000 sets of body armor
and helmets.

-Approximately 700 Phoenix
Ghost Tactical Unmanned Aer-
ial Systems.

Laser-guided
tems—and more.

The United States also contin-
ues to work with its allies and
partners to provide Ukraine
with additional capabilities to
defend itself

According to the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA),

-

rocket  sys-

. the Russian Federation’s

By Thalif Deen ‘F;L?:gj;:_‘;r since the Russian invasion last Russian government is entirely rope as a whole.” ners in support of the people military and paramilitary

Zelenskyy February would amount to a responsible for its horrendous The U.S. withdrawals from of Ukraine as they defend their services are equipped mostly

US Senator once de- (on screen) hefty 100 billion dollars “al- decisions to invade Ukraine the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) freedom and independence with domestically-produced

scribed  Ukrainian of ykraine, located over four emergency and to persist with warfare Treaty in 2002 and from the with extraordinary courage weapons systems, although

President Volodymyr addresses spending packages.” there, the United States has Intermediate-Range Nuclear and boundless determination. since 2010, Russia has im-

Zelensky, perhaps fa- the Secu- “We have artillery, yes thank refused to engage in actual di- Forces (INF) Treaty in 2019, he “We will continue to support ported limited amounts of

cetiously, as “a Winston Church- rity Council you,” Zelensky told Senators plomacy to avert the war or to argued, were reckless steps for  Ukraine for as long as it takes, military hardware from sev-

ill in a tee shirt”. meeting and Congressmen, “We have it. seek a workable end to it. conflict between the world’s so it can continue to defend eral countries, including

And last month, when he ad- onthe But is it enough? Honestly, not The vast ongoing ship- two nuclear superpowers that itself and be in the strongest Czechia, France, Israel, Italy,
dressed the US Congress - with Situation really?” ments of arms from the U.S. could end in global omnicide.  possible position at the ne- Turkey, and Ukraine.

the presence of about 100 Sena- Icr:‘:dki:?ll.lnﬁ' Although the US has been to Ukraine are of such a huge Now, the United States is gotiating table when the time The Russian defense indus-

tors and 435 Congressmen - he Photo}Loey sending a staggering array magnitude that they signify proceeding to maximize the comes,” he declared. try is also capable of designing,

tried to re-live that moment. Felipe of weapons, including 1,400 many billions of dollars in profits of its military-indus- In a “Fact Sheet” released developing, and producing a

While most of the Senators
and Congressmen were in busi-
ness suits for the formal occa-
sion, Zelensky opted for green
military fatigues and a matching
sweatshirt

And he was the second war-

Stinger missiles, GPS-guided
joint Direct Attack Munition
(JDAM) and the Patriot missile
system, Ukraine has requested
even more advanced weapons,
including MIA2 Abrams battle
tanks and F-16 fighter planes.

profits for U.S.-based weapons
makers, he pointed out.

And those shipments of
weapons represent eagerness
in Washington to escalate the
conflagration rather than seek
ways to reduce and end it, said

trial complex while boosting
the likelihood that the war
in Ukraine will keep getting
worse. The vows of victory in
Ukraine, he noted, are fervent
expressions of madness in
Washington and in Moscow.

last July, the State Department
provided a partial breakdown
of US arms to Ukraine, which
includes:

-Over 1,400 Stinger anti-air-
craft systems; more than 6,500
Javelin anti-armor systems.

full range of advanced air, land,
missile, and naval systems. As
of 2021, Russia is the world’s
second largest exporter of mili-
tary hardware.

The Russian armed forces in-
clude approximately 850,000

time head of government to But the US is holding back Solomon, author of “War Made “Rather than pursue ave- -Over 20,000 other anti-ar- total active-duty troops
address the US Congress, after both for security reasons. Easy: How Presidents and nues for diplomacy that could mor systems. (300,000 Ground Troops;
British Prime Minister Winston According to the State De- Pundits Keep Spinning Us to bring the terrible suffering in -Over 700 Switchblade Tacti- 40,000 Airborne  Troops;

Churchill’s 1941 address to Con-
gress during World War I1.

In his address December 21,
the 44-year-old Zelensky ap-
pealed for increased economic
aid, sophisticated weapons and
security assistance.

According to a report in the
New York Times last month, if
Congress passes the budget bill
(it did), the US aid to Ukraine

partment, more than 40 US al-
lies, have provided economic
aid, political support or weap-
ons to Ukraine in its hard-
fought battle with Russia, one
of the world’s major nuclear
powers.

Norman Solomon, Executive
Director of the Washington-
based Institute for Public Ac-
curacy (IPA) told IPS while the

Death”

“The tremendous quantity
of weaponry flowing from the
USA to Ukraine can be under-
stood as an extension of the
U.S.-led NATO approach to
Russia since the fall of the So-
viet Union — encirclement and
confrontation with Russia in-
stead of trying to find genuine
geopolitical solutions for Eu-

Ukraine to an end, the U.S. gov-
ernment policy is to further
enrich U.S. military contrac-
tors and escalate even further
a war that is already a cata-
strophic reality,” he declared.
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told reporters last
month the United States will
continue to work closely with
more than 40 allies and part-

cal Unmanned Aerial Systems.

-126 155mm Howitzers and
up to 411,000 155mm artillery
rounds.

72,000
rounds.

-126 Tactical Vehicles to tow
155mm Howitzers.

-22 Tactical Vehicles to recov-
er equipment.

-16 High Mobility Artillery

105mm  artillery

150,000 Navy; 160,000 Aero-
space Forces; 70,000 Strategic
Rocket Forces; approximately
20,000 special operations
forces; approximately 100,000
other uniformed personnel
(command and control, cyber,
support, logistics, security,
etc.); estimated 200-250,000
Federal National Guard Troops.
(IPS UN Bureau Report)

Money launderlng and corruptlon risks in Latin America

By Lakshmi Kumar

OVER the last decades, the pri-
vate investment fund sector has
grown into a multi trillion-dollar
industry. Private investment
funds are vulnerable to money
laundering because they contain
a variety of structural risk factors
that help camouflage illicit behav-
ior.

A 2020 leaked bulletin from
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) found that criminals
were using “private placement
funds including investments of-
fered by private equity firms and
hedge funds, to circumvent the
anti-money laundering (AML)
programs of other financial insti-
tutions and launder money.”

The new Global Financial Integ-
rity (GFI) report Private Invest-
ment Funds in Latin America:
Money Laundering & Corruption
Risks examines the money laun-
dering risk factors associated
with these private investment
funds in Latin America.

It analyzes the ring of actors
and facilitators involved, the
methods of contact used by per-
petrators and the channels uti-
lized to move illicit money. The
report provides a series of case
studies and analyzes AML regula-
tion of private investment funds
in four countries; Brazil, Mexico,
Chile and Argentina.

“Despite the scale of wealth un-
der management, ‘family offices’
have little to no regulatory over-
sight in most parts of the world,”

The report provides
a series of case
studies and analyzes
AML regulation of
private investment
funds in four
countries; Brazil,
Mexico, Chile and
Argentina.

Data collected by Transparency International looks at bribery, the diversion of publlc funds, officials using
their office for private gain, conflicts of interest and legal protections for those denouncing corruptlon Credit:
UN News/Daniel Dickinson

noted Tom Cardamone, Presi-
dent and CEO at GFI. “This is es-
pecially concerning given the
close nexus between wealth and
corruption in many parts of the
world. The unregulated nature
of these funds makes them a par-
ticularly useful vehicle to mask
proceeds of corruption or money
laundering.”

Additionally, Private Invest-
ment Funds in Latin America
uses a series of case studies to
highlight how money laundering,

corruption and organized crime
risks exist in private investment
funds in Latin America.

The risk factors include a cus-
tomer base often composed of
wealthy individuals, including
politically-exposed persons; a
close relationship between fund
managers and their clients (i.e.
investors); the use of shell com-
panies and trusts to manage in-
vestments; outsourcing opera-
tions and risk management; weak
transparency around source of

wealth and source of funds; and
investment structures which may
include multiple accounts in dif-
ferent jurisdictions, including se-
crecy and tax havens, with funds
moving through a concentration
account.

GFI in this report offers the
following key recommenda-
tions:

e The Brazilian government,
which has the largest assets un-
der management in the region,

should be the first to adopt AML
regulations that will address fu-
ture risks when they arise. As well
as regulators pay closer attention
to family office architecture and
undertake a risk assessment of
the sector

e Latin American authorities
should look to regulate interme-
diaries and enabler professions
for AML/CFT due diligence as they
are critical in allowing illicit mon-
ey to move through the financial
system within the region but also
to be invested in private invest-
ment funds overseas.

e The United States, Switzer-
land, the Cayman Islands, Malta,
and other countries within the EU
should conduct a robust money
laundering risk assessment of
their private investment fund sec-
tors.

« Latin American law enforce-
ment authorities involved in cor-
ruption, drug trafficking, and
organized crime investigations
should be provided training on
the complexities of private invest-
ment funds and the manner in
which they can be used to hide il-
licit assets.

Global Financial Integrity is
a Washington, D.C.-based think
tank, producing high-caliber
analyses of illicit financial flows,
advising developing country gov-
ernments on effective policy so-
lutions and promoting pragmatic
transparency measures in the fi-
nancial system to promote global
development and security.

(IPS UN Bureau)
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‘Let us fix where
we went wrong
on environmental
conservation’

By Felician Kilahama

IN the previous article, I explained the reality
the matter in the context that natural forests are
not adequately managed. When the ‘Forest Guards’
were removed almost 40 years ago, the destruction
of forests/woodlands started immediately.

The challenges emerged firstly, the capacity of
the Forest Division to manage the forests declined.
Secondly, equipment like vehicles and/or gadgets
to survey and map forests could not meet the needs
and thirdly, the budget provided was so little that
it was difficult to attend natural forests throughout
the country. Therefore, the ability and strength to
manage and take care of forests became a big chal-
lenge. When the Tanzania Forest Serves Agency
(TFS) was launched more than ten years ago; the
expectation was budget will increase and forestry
staff will have better opportunities to manage and
protect natural forests from being damaged by hu-
man activities.

Thereafter, TFS’s budget increased from 25bn/-
to 55bn/-. Basically, the profession requires for-
esters to manage natural forests sustainably and
concentrating on securing ecological services for
the good of all. Perhaps there are those who may
wonder what ecological services mean? In short,
when you see such droughts and the water in the
streams and rivers like Ruvu, Ruaha Mkuu dry up,
is a situation that indicates ecological services that
enable rainwater to be stored underneath the for-
ests and finally enabling streams and rivers to pos-
sess water; is an indication that its main source: ex-
istence of sufficient and healthy vegetation cover
have been largely destroyed. Furthermore, the for-
estry profession requires foresters to manage for-
ests to sustain ecological services however; income
should come from well-managed forest resources.
Thus, foresters cannot justify destruction of forests
in the context of revenue collection.

Expanding tree plantations are an important is-
sue, collecting revenues from where it should be
collected is also commendable. When the Forest
Services Agency (even the name refers to services
(ecological) started operating may be somewhere
things went wrong. I agree with President Samia
Suluhu Hassan that the great destruction of natural
forests/woodlands is outcome of past mistakes in-
cluding personal attitudes. Not denying the Agency
to collect revenues, but the issue is where does the
money come from?

Revenues should be the outcome of profession-
ally well-managed and properly maintained for-
ests. Again, professional advice is important hence
decision and policy makers should, as much as
possible, listen to professionals. For example, ex-
istence of district committees to allocate permits
to those who request to harvest, is an outcome of
politically inserted forestry procedure but unpro-
fessional. Foresters and other actors should work
diligently and manage the forests in-situ and not
ex-situ. We must practice forestry procedures that
ensure harvesters will not destroy the natural base
for ecological services by cutting trees irresponsi-
bly. In principle, any tree harvested should be in
line with the forest management and harvesting
plans. If no trees to harvest that’s it; manage forests
for ecological products including water supply, soil
conservation, carbon sequestration and counting
on oxygen supply again, without forgetting habi-
tats to the biodiversity for tourism.

The Conservator for a particular forest such as
the Mlele Hill Forest Reserve in the Katavi Region;
he and his colleagues must be present where the
forest is located in order to manage the same prop-
erly. Any interested tree-harvester, should go to the
Conservator’s Office and be served accordingly.
The natural endowments—forests and water are
vanishing at alarmingly high speed. On the other
hand, the main goal of instituting TFS was/is to pre-
vent natural forests from being destroyed due to
lack of effective management practices. Pretty sure
that the private sector can very-well do with the
forest plantations without too much frustrations
if the government puts enabling policies/legal in-
struments in place for vigorous participation while
Government continuing with the supervision and
regulatory roles including revenue collection.

With such personal viewpoint of seeing forest re-
sources as main sources of money, the forests are
at high risk and the situation is likely to get worse
unless we immediately fix such erroneous percep-
tions. In the context that this dilemma persists for
the next 20 or more years what will the environ-
mental conditions dictate to us?

Dr Felician Kilahama, is the former Director of
Forestry and Beekeeping
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20m children at risk of disease, thirst,
starvation in Horn of Africa -

By Madhumita Paul

HE number of
children suffering
terrible  drought
conditions across
Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia
has more than doubled in
five months, according to a

UNICEF’s report.
Approximately 20.2

million children were

threatened with severe

hunger, thirst and disease
in December, compared to
10 million in July. This surge
is due to climate change,
conflict, global inflation and
grain shortage.

Climate-linked health
emergencies are on the rise
across Africa and the deadly
cholera outbreak in drought-
hit Kenya is only the latest
example.

In the Horn of Africa,
nearly 70 per cent of
the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development
(IGAD) region comprise
arid and semi-arid lands
prone to recurrent droughts.
The east African region
stretches from Eritrea in the
north, through Ethiopia and
Djibouti to the southern tips
of Kenya and Somalia.

The region is experiencing
its worst drought in more
than 40 years. In the past
10 years, the Horn of Africa
has endured three severe
droughts (2010-2011, 2016-
2017 and 2020-2021).

At least 36.1 million people
in the region have now been
affected by one of the most
severe and longest droughts
in recent history that are
expected to continue well
into 2023.

This includes 24.1 million
people in Ethiopia, 7.8
million in Somalia and 4.35
million in Kenya. Many are
at risk of starvation and
millions face severe levels of
hunger.
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It is estimated that approximately two million children in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia require urgent treatment for severe
acute malnutrition, the deadliest form of hunger.

-

deputy regional director for
eastern and southern Africa,
said: “While collective and
accelerated efforts have
mitigated some of the worst
impacts of what had been
feared, children in the Horn
of Africa are still facing the
most severe drought in more
than two generations.”

It is estimated that
approximately two million
children in Ethiopia, Kenya
and Somalia require urgent
treatment for severe acute
malnutrition, the deadliest

Approximately 2.7 million
children are out of school
due to drought and an
additional four million are
at risk of dropping out,
according to UNICEF.

More than two million
people are internally
displaced due to drought.
Water insecurity has
increased by more than
twice, with close to 24 million
people facing terrible water
shortages.

As families are driven
to the edge of dealing

children face several risks,
including child labour, child
marriage and female genital
mutilation.

Gender-based  violence,
including sexual violence,
exploitation and abuse,
is also increasing due to
widespread food insecurity
and displacement.

“We urge the international
community to commit to
responding now for what
might hit the Horn of Africa
next year and in the years
to come,” van de Wiel

UNICEF’s 2023 emergency
appeal of $759 million
to support children and
their families will require
timely and flexible funding,

especially surrounding
education, water and
sanitation and child

protection — all of which
were severely underfunded
this year.

An additional $690 million
is required to support
long-term investments for
children and their families to
recover and adapt to climate

Lieke van de Wiel, UNICEF

form of hunger.

with

increasing

stress, appealed.

change.

S.African journalist (90) deliyer_s news in the

CALVINIA, South Africa

ARMED with a flask of coffee, some
boiled eggs and a towel to shield his bare
legs from the scorching sun, 90-year-old
Frans Hugo sets off every Thursday to
deliver newspapers in the South African
desert.

Week in, week out, the elderly editor
has made the 1,200-kilometre (750-mile)
round trip across the semi-arid Karoo
region in the country’s south. He has
been doing it for some four decades.

Born Charl Francois Hugo in Cape
Town in 1932 -- but known to everyone
simply as Frans -- he is arguably the last
bastion of a dying business.

Driving an orange Fiat Multipla
stacked with copies of the eight-page
weeklies and with an old portable radio
to keep him company, Hugo brings news
to towns and villages dotting this vast,
parched back-country.

He leaves at 1:30 am from Calvinia,
a small town of less than 3,000 souls
about 500 kilometres north of Africa’s
southernmost tip, and comes back in the
early evening.

“I am like a pompdonkie,” he told AFP
on a recent tour, using the local moniker
for the nodding donkey pumps used to
extract groundwater from boreholes.

“I keep doing this every Thursday
without fail. I will probably stop when
I am physically not capable of doing it
anymore.”

Hugo worked as a journalist in Cape
Town and then in Namibia for almost
30 years before retiring to this remote
region.

“ couldn’t handle the pressure
anymore, so I moved to the Karoo,”
he said. “Just as I was able to take a
breath and relax, the man who owned
the printers and the newspaper here
in Calvinia came to ask me if I was
interested in the business.”

His daughter and her husband got
involved but tired and quit after a few
months. “I've been sitting with this thing
ever since,” he quipped.

Helped by his wife and three assistants,

ek

desert

The newspapers have survived the onslaught of the internet, although readership is down

he has kept alive some historic
small-town titles at a time where
many printed newspapers around
the world are struggling to survive
the digital age.

The Messenger, previously known
as the Victoria West Messenger,
was founded in 1875, while Die
Noordwester and Die Oewernuus
started printing in the 1900s.

All three are written in Afrikaans,
a language descended from Dutch
settlers and one of South Africa’s
11 official tongues, but sometimes
carry stories in English.

Hugo scoffs at people wanting “to
read the news on their cellphones.”

The rise of internet has hit

readership but is seemingly yet to
reach his newsroom, which looks
like a museum.

The office is adorned by an old
Heidelberg printing press and
paper cutting machines. Staff use
computers and software from
the early 90s. Still, Hugo’s team
prints about 1,300 copies a week,
something he says shows an
undying appetite for community
news.

The papers sell for eight rand
(@about 50 US cents) and are
dropped off at shops, convenience
stores and the correspondents’
homes.

The readers are mainly farmers,

A .
living in a remote, semi-arid
landscape.

Writing in Afrikaans, which

actor Charlize Theron recently
controversially said was still spoken
only by “about 44 people”, keeps
the language alive and ties together
small communities separated by
hundreds of kilometres (miles) of
desert, said Hugo.

Aslong as he’s around and has the
required strength, they will receive
their paper every Thursday.

What will happen later does not
concern him, he said.

“I don’t have a clue what will
happen... in five years or 10 years,”
he said. “I am not worried.”
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Another uphill year is brewing for South

African Parliament th

By Marianne Merten

EMBERS of Parliament

must improve their per-

formance after a year in

which they dropped the
legislative ball while politicians went
toe to toe.

If mixed metaphors annoy, well,
2022 was just that kind of a year.
And the trouble with 2023 will be
that much attention, focus and effort
will be away from the parliamentary
benches as the 2024 electioneering
campaigns are set to kick off across
political circles.

The first signals of that could come
as early as 9 February when the presi-
dential State of the Nation Address
opens South Africa’s political calen-
dar - for the second year from some-
where other than Parliament.

The fire-devastated National As-
sembly building and other sections
remain unrepaired and crumbling
since the 2 January 2022 blaze - and
unloved if the weeds between the
cobblestone and rubbish blown into
raggedy greenery is anything to go by.

Sometime early in 2023 repair work
will go on tender after Finance Min-
ister Enoch Godongwana was per-
suaded to loosen the purse strings for
the roughly R2-billion it will cost. The
DA is headed to court if Parliament
doesn’t secure alternative venues to
resume proper physical meetings.

Covid-19 lockdown restrictions
ended yonks ago. And yes, a dozen or
SO committee rooms are scattered in
unaffected buildings on the precinct;
traditionally, outside venues have
also been hired.

Most recently, Parliament’s spend-
ing watchdog, the Standing Commit-
tee on Public Accounts, has resumed
fully physical sittings. The Section 194
inquiry into the removal from office
of suspended Public Protector Busisi-
we Mkhwebane has also sat in person,
with online links provided.

That impeachment inquiry has de-
livered acerbic exchanges, gobsmack-
ing whistle-blower testimony and
tedious politicking. But it suspended
itself before schedule because of wit-
nesses’ unavailability in a programme
that has run well past its targeted Sep-
tember 2022 finalisation date. It will
resume in early 2023, running down
the clock on her non-renewable sev-
en-year term that ends in October
2023.

The other impeachment inquiry -
against President Cyril Ramaphosa
over his Phala farm forex saga - did
not move beyond possibility as ANC

Parliament

in Cape Town
burns on 3 Jan-
vary 2022. The
damage has not
been repaired,
although money
has been made
available, and
much of MPs’
work continues
to be done in
virtual settings.
(Photo: ER
Lombard / Gallo
Images)

[N ]

1

e

MPs used their numbers to nix it. Five
rebels, including Cooperative Gov-
ernance Minister Nkosazana DIlamini
Zuma, broke ranks publicly and sev-
eral more, such as Tourism Minister
Lindiwe Sisulu and ex-health minister
Zweli Mkhize, were simply absent.

Their disciplinary fate for bucking
the party line will lie with the ANC
post-elective conference some time in
2023.

Though opposition parties sharply
criticised the governing ANC for yet
again putting party before state, that
vote cleared one cloud over Ramapho-
sa with three days to go before the par-
ty’s elective conference.

Set on resigning, he was persuaded
otherwise by Cabinet ministers Gwede
Mantashe, who is also ANC national
chairperson, Mondli Gungubele, Go-
dongwana, Pravin Gordhan and East-
ern Cape Premier Oscar Mabuyane, as
well as some others.

Old-school ANC tactics of draw-
ing into the laager and stalling paid
off even in the ANC National Execu-
tive Committee (NEC) and ultimately
meant the NEC told its deployees to
Parliament to vote against the Section

89 independent panel recommenda-
tion and make it go away.

It was that party marching order
tiber alles approach that the Zondo
Commission identified as a contribu-
tor to Parliament’s lack of speedy and
decisive action on the emergence of
claims of State Capture and the twist-
ing of public institutions such as Eskom
and Transnet for the private benefit of
a few, such as the Gupta brothers, their
business associates and selected, po-
litically connected members of South
Africa’s political elite.

“If it [Parliament] wants to be taken
seriously by the executive and to be
treated with respect, it must make it
clear to the executive who calls the
shots in Parliament,” said the report’s
section on Parliament, recommending
opposition MPs as committee chair-
persons, a presidential oversight com-
mittee and more.

Now the entire six-volume report is
before Parliament’s rules committee,
which must decide what to do. That
has included issuing a report that op-
position parties had to show gaps in
how other parliamentary committees
do oversight on matters falling under

the Presidency before establishing a
separate one for the head of state.

But that’s for 2023. Like the Electoral
Amendment Bill for which the Consti-
tutional Court had to give not one ex-
tension but two, until 31 January 2023.

This really wasn’t in the interest
of justice, according to the court the
first time round when it found “more
should have been done” by Parlia-
ment to ensure meeting the June 2022
deadline to amend the law so that in-
dependents could also contest in pro-
vincial and national elections.

“The minister did not, in fact, take
all reasonable measures to give effect
to the order. Parliament awaited the
minister’s introduction of the Bill,” the
court said in granting the first exten-
sion. “When it was so long delayed,
Parliament should have taken steps to
introduce a bill, without reliance on
the minister. This it failed to do.”

This electoral amendment law is
steeped in politics. The pundits tout
the possibility of the ANC’s plummet-
ing below 50% in the 2024 poll, but
there is also a broad civil society push
for greater accountability by introduc-
ing directly elected constituency MPs.

at dropped the ball

Well, the proposed answer of the
National Council of Province (NCOP)
to civil society’s call for broader elec-
toral reform - a panel to look into mat-
ters - had to go back to the National
Assembly, which, unusually, decided
that MPs needed to hold further public
hearings. And that meant Parliament
had run out of time. Again.

Although the NCOP acted on this
electoral amendment legislation and
all necessary Budget-related laws, the
Expropriation Bill’s passage stalled and
must resume in this second House in
2023.

Not out of time was the national legis-
lature on the two laws the government
wanted passed by the end of 2022 to
prevent greylisting by the global anti-
money-laundering and anti-terrorist-
financing body, the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF).

It was a rush, and some MPs grum-
bled about the pressure ministers put
them under after sitting on their draft
laws for months and months.

Taking three and five months, re-
spectively, the General Laws (Anti-
Money Laundering and Combating of
Terrorism Financing) Amendment Bill
and the Protection of Constitutional
Democracy against Terrorist and Re-
lated Activities Amendment Bill were
done and dusted.

Though civil society intervention
ensured a stop to the mandatory regis-
tration of non-governmental organisa-
tions to be more in line with the more
nuanced, risk-based FATF recommen-
dations, concerns remain, particularly
about the anti-terror law. Fudgy re-
mains government action on central
issues the FATF had raised, including
a lack of dedicated money-laundering
prosecutions, the missing Hawks inves-
tigative and auditing specialists, and
ameliorating South Africa’s risk as a re-
gional financial hub with major cross-
border cash movements.

But Parliament has done its bit for
the government’s plan to stave off
greylisting in early 2023. Ramaphosa
must now sign the laws into effect by
the government’s self-set 31 December
2022 deadline.

Perhaps then it will be full force
for Parliament to finish outstanding
matters, from the Section 194 public
protector impeachment inquiry to
the Electoral Amendment Bill. But,
crucially, also the qualitative changes,
including the State Capture commis-
sion recommendations, to ratchet up
meaningful oversight in pursuit of
constitutional values of accountabil-
ity, responsiveness and transparency.
2023 is loading. DM

Africa’s maternal deaths call for

urgent action to meet SD Goals

By Francis Kokutse
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AS the effects of COVID-19 on
Africa’s health sector become
clearer, it looks the continent will
need to take urgent steps to over-
come the disruptions suffered in
the breakdown in antenatal and
postnatal care for women and
newborns and neonatal intensive
care units. The pandemic brought
some setbacks to the gains
achieved in maternal mortality
over the past decade.

Consequently, the continent
needs to race against time to im-
prove its health sector to meet the
Sustainable Development Goals
against the backdrop of a new re-
port, the Atlas of Health Statistics
2022, which called for increased
investment to avert the growing
number in maternal mortality
across the continent.

The report said that inadequate
investment in health and funding
for programmes were some of the
major drawbacks to meeting the
SDG in the sector.

“For example, a 2022 WHO
survey of 47 African countries
found that the region has a ratio
of 1.55 health workers (physicians,
nurses, and midwives) per 1000
people, below the WHO thresh-
old density of 4.45 health work-
ers per 1000 people needed to
deliver essential health services
and achieve universal health cov-

erage.”

It noted that 65% of births in Af-
rica are attended by skilled health
personnel - the lowest globally
and far off the 2030 target of 90%,
adding that “skilled birth attend-
ants are crucial for the well-being
of women and newborns. Neona-
tal deaths account for half of all
under-5 mortality. Accelerating
the agenda to meet its reduction
goal will be a major step toward
reducing the under-5 mortality
rate to fewer than 25 deaths per
1000 live births.”

The Ghanaian authorities might
have taken note of the trend last
year and launched a national
campaign to avert all prevent-
able deaths related to pregnancy
dubbed “Zero Tolerance for Ma-
ternal Deaths.”

Director of the Ghana Health
Service (GHS), Dr Patrick Aboagye,
said the campaign was to remove
all barriers and unfair treatments
that increased the vulnerability
of pregnant women and girls to
maternal mortality and also push
those with unintended pregnan-
cies to indulge in unsafe abortions
and other risky action.

Aboagye said the campaign was
critical to accelerating the decline
of maternal mortality from 308
out of every 1,000 live births to 70
by 2030, in line with the United
Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). “The slow decline in

maternal mortality in Ghana is of
great concern to the Ministry of
Health, the GHS, and its partners.”
Reacting to the Atlas report,
WHO Regional Director for Africa,
said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, said:
“This means that for many Afri-
can women, childbirth remains
a persistent risk and millions of
children do not live long enough
to celebrate their fifth birthday.”

She asked governments to
take note.

“It is crucial that governments
make a radical course correction,
surmount the challenges, and
speed up the pace towards the
health goals. These goals aren’t
mere milestones, but the very
foundations of a healthier life and
well-being for millions of people.”

The report estimated that, in
sub-Saharan Africa, 390 women
will die in childbirth for every
100 000 live births by 2030. This
is more than five times above the
2030 SDG target of fewer than 70
maternal deaths per 100 000 live
births and much higher than the
average of 13 deaths per 100 000
live births witnessed in Europe in
2017.

“It is more than double the glob-
al average of 211. To reach the SDG
target, Africa will need an 86% re-
duction from 2017 rates, the last
time data was reported, an unreal-
istic feat at the current rate of de-

A

Africa needs to urgently invest in health programmes to reduce maternal deaths, which is more than five times
above the 2030 SDG target of fewer than 70 maternal deaths per 100 000 live births. Measures include ensuring
women access to skilled birth attendants. Credit: Ernest Ankomah/IPS

cline,” the report said.

The region’s infant mortality rate
is 72 per 1000 live births. At the
current 3.1% annual rate of decline,
there will be an expected 54 deaths
per 1000 live births by 2030, far
above the reduction target of fewer
than 25 per 1000.

The report assessed nine targets
related to the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal (SDG) on health and
found that at the current pace,
increased investment is needed
to accelerate progress on the tar-
gets. Among the most difficult to
achieve will be reducing maternal
mortality.

Physician and chief executive
officer of Medway Health, Dr Omo-
tuyi Mebawondu, has expressed
concern that despite the world-

wide reduction in maternal mortal-
ity rate, sub-Saharan Africa still ac-
counts for two third of an average
of 800 daily deaths of women from
pregnancy and its complications.
Mebawondu said one of the key
interventions is to ensure that
pregnant women have access to
antenatal care principally to iden-
tify danger signals early and en-
joy delivery with the assistance of
skilled birth attendants.
Accordingly, he has suggested
that another way of reducing ma-
ternal mortality is to look into the
use of technology. “The challenge
of human resources for health in
sub-Saharan Africa imposes a great
responsibility on policymakers to
explore technology in delivering
health interventions to hard-to-

reach populations.

Mebawondu said this must be
preceded by adequate internet
penetration and access, especially
in rural areas, as such technology
will help update and upgrade the
health workers’ skills and educate
the women on the challenges of
pregnancy.

“A database of all pregnant wom-
en in poor rural localities must be
collated and followed up through
such technology. In addition, tech-
nology can be used to enhance
emergency response to common
causes of maternal deaths like
bleeding, sepsis, and eclampsia. It
can also be used to deliver most
needed family planning services,”
he said.

(IPS UN Bureau Report)
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African aquaculture leaders
join forces to build feed mill

By Special Correspondent

MAXIM Agri Holding, Victory
Farms and Gatsby Africa have
announced plans to break ground
on the SamakGro aquafeed mill.

According to a news release, the
feed mill facility will be managed
by Netherlands-based Maxim Agri
and will produce high quality
and affordable aquafeeds to meet
the demand from East Africa’s
growing aquaculture industry. The
company has extensive experience
in emerging markets through its
operations in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, with its Kenya operations
launched in November 2017. Maxim
Agri will focus on producing
customised feed to help small land
commercial farmers maximise their
performance.

Obaid ur Rehman, general manager
of SamakGro Limited Kenya, said,
“we are excited about the strategic
advantages and opportunities for
the aquaculture industry that this
joint venture will create through
localising feed production and
making available a product of
verifiable, consistent quality that
aquaculture  practitioners  and
entrepreneurs can rely on.”

Construction of the SamakGro
mill is ongoing in Naivasha, Kenya,
with feed production expected to
begin in 2023. The news release
projects that multiple jobs will be
created and that livelihoods will be
positively affected when the mill
comes online.

In addition to being geared for

aquaculture nutrition and feed
production, the mill plans to
invest in local ingredient trials
and development, testing for the
right mix of nutritional elements
from Kenya-produced ingredients.
The project also hopes to keep
sustainability at its core by relying
on sustainable sources of energy.
SamakGro’s main facility will operate
on a mix of solar and geothermal
power.

We are excited about the strategic
advantages and opportunities for
the aquaculture industry that this
joint venture will create.

OBAID UR REHMAN, GENERAL
MANAGER OF SAMAKGRO LIM-
ITED KENYA

Caesar Asiyo, Victory Farms chief
development officer, is confident
that once it is operating at full
capacity, the SamakGro feed mill
will play an instrumental role in
alleviating the perennial shortage
of affordable quality aqua feeds in
the country and become a major
contributor to level the field for the
growth of a robust and competitive
aquaculture industry.

The joint venture will contribute
directly to the Manufacturing pillar
of President Uhuru Kenyatta’s Big
Four Agenda and will play a critical
role in economic development
through creation of employment
opportunities. Once operational,
the mill will provide foundational
support for food and nutritional
security through its direct linkage to
the aquaculture industry.

SMEs are Saudi Arabia’s driving
force for its economic growth

By Nirmal Narayanan, Riyadh

SMALL and medium-sized
enterprises are a force to reckon
with in Saudi Arabia as the
Kingdom, in line with the goals
outlined in Vision 2030, continues
to diversify its economy which has
been dependent on oil for several
decades.

Even when COVID-19 disrupted
global economies, SMEs in Saudi
Arabia remained steadfast in
their growth under the visionary
leadership of King Salman and
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman.

In 2022, when the world started
rebounding from the fallout of the
pandemic, the support offered by
the government to SMEs in Saudi
Arabia was instrumental in helping
them get back on their feet.

With new regulations, reforms and
financial support aimed to create
an accommodative environment,
the government is transforming
the SME sector into an engine for
economic growth in the Kingdom.

Saudi Arabia’s Small and Medium
Enterprises General Authority, also
known as Monsha’at, is fueling the
growth of the SME sector in the
Kingdom.

The state-run authority offers
entrepreneurial platforms such
as business incubators, business
accelerators, and co-working spaces
for SMEs to evolve and thrive in the
market. The authority also facilitates
government-fee refund, direct and

indirect lending programs for SMEs
and fast-growing unicorns.

Through these initiatives,
Monsha’at aims to successfully
achieve the targets outlined
in Vision 2030 which include
lowering the unemployment rate
from 11.6 percent to 7 percent,
increasing women’s participation
in the workforce from 22 percent
to 30 percent, and expanding SME
contribution to 35 percent of gross
domestic product by the end of this
decade.

The growth of SMEs in 2022 was
monumental, as the number of
registered SMEs in Saudi Arabia
hit 892,063 at the end of June,
registering a 25.6 percent increase
from the fourth quarter of 2021.

In its report titled SME Monitor,
Monsha’at said that Riyadh and
Makkah were the most attractive
regions for startups, accounting for
35.4 percent and 21 percent of the
Kingdom’s SMEs respectively in the
first half of 2022.

The report also revealed that
Saudi Arabia has successfully
narrowed the gender gap in the
Kingdom, as 45 percent of SMEs are
now headed by women.

According to the report,
regulatory reforms over the first half
of 2022 have played a crucial role
in increasing the number of female
entrepreneurs in the country,
with most of them leading firms
in the food, wholesale and retail,
health and professional sectors and
supporting service industries.
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According to the market report, the value of combined bonds and equities markets in Tanzania as of Monday this week was nearly

32trn/-, with government bonds worth 16.9trn/ and equity market 15.6trn/-.

Analysts expect strong

capital markets in 2023

By Mnaku Mbani

APITAL analysts say

they expect the Tanza-

nia’s capital market to

remain strong during
this year, despite of the global
economic challenges projected
by the international financial
institution.

Speaking on the outlook of
the market for this year, capi-
tal markets analyst Ramadhani
Kangwadi despite of the global
economic concerns projected
by International Monetary Fund
(IMF) recently, Tanzanian capi-
tal market will remain strong in
2023.

“We expect our capital mar-
kets to perform better this year,
as we witnessed during last year,
despite of the global economic
destructions,” he said yesterday.

He said the regulatory reform
including the newly adopted
foreign exchange regulations
are expected to stimulate the
market further, especially in at-
tracting foreign investors.

“The foreign exchange regu-
lations are expected to operate
smoothly this year, which will
trigger the participation of for-
eign investors on our capital
markets,” he said.

Kangwadi said the economic
diplomacy implemented by the
government has also created
favourable investment climate,

which will therefore boost fur-
ther growth of the Tanzanian
market, especially the capital
markets this year and looking
forward.

He also said introduction of
different capital markets prod-
ucts including bonds, which all
were oversubscribed during last
year, are also showing clear in-
dications of strong market per-
formance in future.

“Good performances of last
year’s bonds market paint a
good picture for the future of
our capital markets,” he said.

Imani Muhingo, head of re-
search and financial analytics at
Alpha Capital said they expect
the increase of turnover and in-
crease in share prices in 2023,
due to good performances of
listed companies, mainly bank-
ing sector.

But, he expects reduced for-
eign investor participation on
capital markets, particularly
the DSE, due to projected global
economic recession by mid this
year.

“Following the recent projec-
tions by International Monetary
Fund (IMF) which may lead into
a recession by mid this year,
some foreign investors are ex-
pected to move their funds in
smaller markets to large market
such as US for investing in fixed
incomes,” he said.

However, Muhingo noted

that despite of projected global

economic challenges, the local
economy is expected to remain
strong, as oil prices are continu-
ing to remain stable.

Muhingo believes that an on-
going improvement of financial
literacy among Tanzanians will
absorb the gaps of foreign inves-
tors exit in equities market.

“There has been an increasing
participation of local investors
in equities and bonds markets,
including pension funds and re-
tail investors, which are expect-
ed to absorb the gap of foreign-
ers exit,” he said in an interview
with The Guardian yesterday.

Muhingo also say he expects
an improved both primary and
secondary activities on bonds
markets.

According to the market re-
port, the value of combined
bonds and equities markets
in Tanzania as of Monday this
week was nearly 32trn/- of
which government bonds are
valued 16.9trn/ and equity mar-
ket is valued 15.6trn/-.

Meanwhile, the Dar es Salaam
Stock Exchange (DSE) share in-
dices closed positive during the
opening of the year following
the appreciation of NMB Bank
Plc share price, amid decrease
of CRDB Bank Plc share price.

The market report shows Tan-
zania Share Index (TSI) closed
0.31 points up to 3,889.12 points
on Monday this week from
3,888.81 points recorded during

the closing day of last year.

According to the report, DSE
All Shares Index closed 0.10
points up to 1,882.09 points on
Monday this week from1,881.99
points recorded on Friday last
year.

The increase of share indi-
ces was due to increase of NMB
Bank Plc share price by 2.65 per-
cent to 3,100 on this year open-
ing from 3,020 recorded dur-
ing the closing trading session
of last year, pushing its market
capitalization to 1,550bn/- from
1,510b/- respectively.

According to the report, a
total turnover of 1.4bn/- was
recorded during the year open-
ing through the transaction of
3.52 million shares traded in 144
deals.

Top mover during the day
was CRDB Bank Plc which trans-
acted 3.4 million shares valued
1.329bn/- transacted in 125 deals
at a price ranging between 380/-
and 400/- per share.

However, CRDB share price
closed 3.80 percent down to
380/ on Monday this week from
395/- recorded on Friday last
week, decreasing its market
capitalization to 992.5bn/- from
1.03trn/- respectively.

Second top mover was NMB
Bank Plc which transacted
25,765 shares valued 79.875mn/-
transacted in three deals at a
price ranging between 3,100/-
and 3,140/- per share.

KCB fina

By Special Corre-
spondent

KCB Group Plc has an-
nounced the acquisition
of Trust Merchant Bank
SA (TMB) after receiving
all the regulatory approv-
als.

The group now owns an
85 per cent stake in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) based lend-
er. KCB Group obtained
the regulatory green light
in Kenya, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and
COMESA Competition
Commission.

lly buys DR Co

ngo bank

B “:»4"}‘; Atlantic Ocean.

Through KCB’s exper-
tise and experience, the
statement noted, this
presents a good oppor-
tunity for KCB to provide
to the existing customers
of TMB and new custom-
ers to be acquired as a
result of the transaction,
enhanced banking prod-
ucts that is expected to
grow and embed KCB’s
brand in the DRC market
and beyond.

“We have found a
partner with a proven
and trusted history of
serving and supporting

In a statement, KCB
Group CEO Paul Russo
said the transaction will
positively contribute to-
wards KCB’s increased
scale of operations by es-
tablishing its presence in
new markets and provid-
ing income diversification
from a geographical per-
spective.

Further,

the transac-

tion will enable KCB to
accelerate its market
presence in the DRC in
the near term by lever-
aging on TMB’s 18-year
operational history, vast
branch network, valu-
able local customer re-

lationships and deep
knowledge of local busi-
ness dynamics.

In addition to the
core banking business
of TMB, the existence of
an insurance subsidiary
Afrissur SA will provide

.

>OM

an opportunity for KCB
to diversify its offerings
in DRC’s insurance sec-
tor. This transaction will
provide KCB a strategic
foundation to capitalize
on cross-border trade
from the Indian to the

customers, businesses,
and communities. Com-
bining our common
legacies and our comple-
mentary footprints will
strengthen our ability to
serve our communities
and regional customers
and provide solutions
that make a difference
in people’s lives,” said
Russo.
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Increasing population, demand for food
in Africa need urgent attention - experts

By Tony Malesi

LIMATE

change is the

most high-

lighted meg-
atrend affecting the food
systems of Africa. Envi-
ronmental, demograph-
ic, economic and social
factors like population
growth and increasing
food demand, however,
also play a significant
role in impacting the
transformation of the
systems, according to
food security analysts
and experts.

In its annual report on
the state of agriculture
and food security across
the continent, 2022 Af-
rica Agriculture Status
Report, Alliance for a
Green Revolution in Af-
rica (AGRA) highlighted
six megatrends and ar-
eas of priority for action.
AGRA is funded by Bill
and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation and the Rockefel-
ler Foundation and is
headquartered in Nai-
robi, Kenya.

The food systems of
the continent are in
a precarious state of
recovery and trans-
formation following a
relatively long period of
disarray and disruption,
the analysis found.

This disruption, the
report showed, is a re-
sult of the devastating
effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, emerging
pests and diseases, ex-
treme weather events,
food price inflation and
the war in Ukraine.

African governments
and development part-
ners should anticipate
and proactively respond
to six major environ-
mental, demographic,
economic and social
megatrends, the report
said.

Africa continues to
experience high rates of
population growth. The
continent’s rural popu-
lation is projected to
rise by an average of 53
per cent, which implies
continued growth in de-
mand for agricultural
land and general land

degradation.

“Moreover, a grow-
ing class of middle- and
high-income urban-
based Africans with an
interest in commercial-
ised farming has further
intensified the demand
for agricultural land.
These forces have com-
bined to create condi-
tions of land scarcity,”
read the report.

Africa’s urban popula-
tions are rising rapidly —
even faster than rural ar-
eas. The report warned
that “the combination of
high population growth
and rising incomes
is creating explosive
growth in food demand”.

The report urged gov-
ernments to build capac-
ity to expand the range
of crops and animal
products they produce
to include high-value
fruits and vegetables,
among others.

Economic  develop-
ment, especially increas-
ing wages and incomes,
will create challenges
and opportunities for
the continent’s food sys-
tems.

Africa’s growing mid-
dle class will lead to a
rapid shift in the labour
force from farming to
non-farm jobs, which
may encourage the
move to labour-saving
farm technologies and
practices, according to
experts at AGRA.

The experts said rising
wages might also trigger
diet changes, leading to
increased demand for
meat, fish, processed
foods, cooking oil and
foods prepared away
from home.

The report acknowl-
edges that climate
change is the single
most systemic global
environmental problem
that affects all regions
and socioeconomic di-
vides. Africa will con-
tinue experiencing a
heightened frequency
and intensity of extreme
rainfall events, including

droughts, heavy rains
and floods, said the anal-
ysis.

“Such events com-

bined with chronically
low public expenditure
on agricultural research,
development and exten-
sion will slow the pace
of farm technical inno-
vation and agricultural
productivity growth on
the continent,” it said.

The high incidence
of acute food insecurity
and malnutrition in nu-
merous African coun-
tries starkly exposes the
fragility of regional food
systems.

The increased fre-
quency and severity of
weather extremes, on-
going impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
increasing conflict and
insecurity and rising
global food prices have
not improved things.

While the rate of tech-
nical innovation across
the agri-food value chain
is lower in Africa com-
pared to global trends,
the continent is experi-
encing leapfrogging in
digital agriculture.

“In most African coun-
tries, the rapid adoption
of mobile phones and
internet connectivity
have accelerated the de-
ployment of agricultural
services for farmers and
other value chain ac-
tors. This has resulted
in enhanced access to
information, knowledge,
financial services, mar-
kets and farm tools,”
noted the report.

Governments must
go beyond the AGRA re-
port, according to Okwa-
ko Mpapale, an expert
and researcher at Kenya
Agricultural  Research
Institute (Kari).

Mpapale urged African
governments and devel-
opment partners to be
deliberate in boosting
food security, including
implementing effective
policies and fully fund-
ing agriculture.

“The biggest area of
concern remains climate
change. Authorities must
realise that rain-fed ag-
riculture is no longer
tenable and embrace
and prioritise irrigation,
especially among small-
holder farmers,” said
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Policymakers must develop more resilient and sustainable food systems, including
efficient production and diversity of inputs adapted to the evolution of local agroclimatic

conditions, say experts.

Mpapale.

Sustainable food systems
need to be set up and small-
holder farmers need to be
empowered to increase pro-
ductivity and use innovative
technology.

“By embracing research
and technology and increas-
ing funding to such subsec-
tors, we will have an easy
time producing more food
with reduced costs, espe-
cially if governments enlist
the services of agricultural
extension officers to work
hand in hand with farmers,”
said Mpapale.

More experts added their
voices to the AGRA report,

with agriculture and food
security consultant Joseph
Beyo expressing worry about
the continent’s spiralling
population.

“As soon as 2030, Africa
will experience a population
explosion and a lack of food
will compound the crisis.
This might result in malnu-
trition and other deadly ail-
ments. We don’t want to get
there,” warned Beyo.

The population burst
would have far-reaching
implications, including en-
vironmental  degradation,
especially after converting
forests and grasslands into
farmlands, Beyo said in a

phone interview. The con-
sultant is also a farmer in
Western Kenya.
“Governments must move
with speed and put in place
policies and mega plans to
triple their agricultural pro-
ductivity to feed the ever-
growing population to avoid
a situation of over-depend-
ence on imports,” said Beyo.
Policies are necessary be-
cause unplanned agrarian
expansion into human set-
tlements and wildlife spaces
will result in habitat loss and
other far-reaching conse-
quences on the environment
and ecosystems, he said.
“Boosting food insecurity

Safaricom reduces M-Pesa paybill charges by nearly half

NAIROBI

SAFARICOM
customers paying
between Sh100 ($0.81)
and Sh500 ($4.05) in
paybill charges will
now be charged Sh4
(50.032), down from
Sh23 ($0.19) in new
tariffs applicable from

Sunday, the company
has announced.
Transactions  below

Sh100 have been zero-
rated, the company said.
These are part
of new charges for
money transactions
between customers
and businesses, amid
increased demand
for mobile payment
services.
Payments
Sh500 and Sh1,000
($8.10) will cost Sh9
(50.073), down from
Sh23 while those
between Sh50,000
($405) and Shi50,000
($1,215) will cost Sh105
($0.85), down from
Sh210 ($1.70).
Meanwhile,
businesses sending
money to customers will
be charged Sh5 ($0.041)
for payments between
Sh100 and Shi1,500

between

Safaricom has announced new charges for money transactions between customers and businesses, amid increased

demand for mobile payment services.

($12.16), compared to the
current Shi15.27 ($0.12)
while payments between
Sh20,000 ($162.07) and
Sh150,000 will now cost
Shi2, down from Sh22.4.
“In the new changes,
business to M-Pesa charges
have been reduced by
an average of 41 per cent
while  M-Pesa  Paybill
charges have beenreduced
by an average 47 per cent.
The paybill tariffs is also
applicable to customers
sending money to bank,”

the company said.

The reduction of paybill
charges comes at a time
have
switched to using the
platform after ditching the

many businesses

average of 61 percent and
M-Pesa to bank charges
have been reduced by an
average of 47 percent.

This is after the Central
Bank of Kenya (CBK) two

Lipa Na M-Pesa Buy-Goods weeks ago announced
payment option that the reintroduction of
eats into their incomes. charges for transactions
Safaricom has also between mobile money

announced new charges
for transactions between
bank accounts and M-Pesa

wallets and bank accounts
after negotiation with
lenders and mobile money

where bank to M-Pesa payment firms.
transaction charges have The CBK waived the
been reduced by an charges in March 2020

as part of measures that
were put in place by the
government to facilitate
the use of mobile money
to prevent the spread of
Covid-19.

Boost lenders earnings
The reinstatement of
the charges will boost
the earnings of lenders
who record income from
transactions as part of
their non-funded income,
and mobile network
operators who derive

significant sums of their
income from mobile
money transactions.

“The reduced M-Pesa
to bank tariff will also
apply to all M-Pesa paybill
payments that customers
use for utilities such as
electricity, hospital bills,
schools, government
payments etc. to ensure
affordability,” said
Safaricom in an earlier
statement last week.

The CBK said the
number of  Kenyans
actively using mobile
money increased by over
6.2 million during the
waiver period, while the
monthly volume and
value of person-to-person
transactions increased
from 162 million
transactions worth Sh234
billion ($1.9 billion) to
440 million transactions
worth Sh399 billion ($3.2

billion).

Further, the monthly
volume and value of
transactions between
payment service
providers  (PSPs) and

banks increased from 18
million transactions worth
about Shi57 billion ($1.3
billion) to over 113 million
transactions worth Sh800
billion ($6.5 billion).

Shunned
by youth,
Morocco
cosmetic oil
craft faces
uncertain
future

ESSAOUIRA, Morocco

MOROCCO’S argan oil is highly
prized by the cosmetics industry,
yet it is now mostly produced by
elderly workers, raising questions
about how long the artisanal prac-
tice can continue.

A dozen women, sitting on the
floor of a workshop inland from Es-
saouira, a port town on Morocco’s
Atlantic coast, work to deftly shell
argan nuts, crush them and extract
the oil.

It is a time-honored and labor-
intensive craft, but one increasingly
shunned by young people in the
North African kingdom.

The women, mostly aged over
60, manually pulp the small yellow
fruits at Cooperative Marjana, while
others use hammers to crush the ro-
bust shells and remove the nuts.

Women squeeze oil out of a paste
made from crushed Argan nuts,
near Morocco’s western Atlantic
coastal city of Essaouira, on October
15, 2022. (AFP) The fruits are then
sorted, roasted, ground and pressed
for their oil, which is used in cook-
ing but has also long been famed for
its moisturising and anti-aging prop-
erties for skin and hair.

“It’s difficult work and it requires
experience and, most of all, pa-
tience,” said Samira Chari, who at
42 is Marjana’s youngest artisanal
worker.

Cooperative founder Amel EI
Hantatti says the job’s physical na-
ture is one reason “young people
aren’t taking up this craft anymore,”
despite a lack of local employment.

The area’s otherwise arid land-
scape is home to vast argan or-
chards. Tourists stopping to see the
production process and buy argan
products are warmly welcomed by
Marjana’s all-female staff.

Argan is so important to the re-
gion between the towns of Essaoui-
ra and Agadir that in 1998 UNESCO
declared a biosphere reserve in the
area and later added the tree’s cul-
tivation to its Intangible Cultural
Heritage list. Argan oil is the main
source of revenue in this part of
southern Morocco, where few other
crops survive the low rainfall and
searing summer heat.

It is also widely used in Moroccan
cuisine and has been certified with
an Appellation of Origin since 2010.

Hantatti founded the cooperative
in 2005 and says it now employs 80
women, some working in produc-
tion and others in sales.

But today, she says, “I really fear
that the artisanal production of ar-
gan oil might disappear.”

The cooperative’s younger work-
ers prefer to work in the gift shop,
selling argan soap, shampoo and
moisturiser. One of them, Assia
Chaker, 25, said: “T tried to work a
few days with the craftswomen but I
couldn’t carry on, it’s a hard process
and really tiring.

“I like having contact with people
and practicing other languages with
tourists who come into the shop
every day, instead of spending the
whole day crushing and pulping ar-
gan nuts.

“Anyway, one day the job will be
done by machines,” she added.

But Hantatti said the process is
hard to mechanize, insisting that
“oil extracted by machines will nev-
er have the same flavour as what the
women produce.

“It contains all the positive vibes
of these artisans, their laughter, the
stories they share as they’re work-
ing. There’s a spiritual quality that
makes it special and unique.”

The cooperative produces up to
1,000 liters (about 265 gallons) of
oil a year and works with tour com-
panies bringing groups of visitors
as they pass through the popular
coastal region.
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By Kent Mensah, Accra

ORIS Oduro sits at her

small, almost-empty

store in Odorkor, a

suburb of Ghana’s
capital, Accra. The single mother
of two feels frustrated. After 15
years in business, she is now con-
sidering closing because she can-
not restock her shop due to the
high cost of living.

“I am running at a big loss,”
Oduro, 38, told Al Jazeera. She
sells imported items, including
juices, biscuits, soft drinks, toilet-
ries and sweets, but Ghana’s eco-
nomic crisis is taking a huge toll
on her business.

“Prices of goods keep soaring,
and it is affecting my principal
capital,” she said. “T want to close
my store and find something else
to do. Things are tough for me be-
cause I can’t sustain the business
and I have a family to keep.”

Ghana, a country once de-
scribed as Africa’s shining star by
the World Bank, had the world’s
fastest-growing economy in 2019
after it doubled its economic
growth. But today, it is no longer
the economic poster boy of West
Africa. Despite being a major co-
coa and gold exporter, it is cur-
rently battling its worst financial
crisis in decades with inflation
hovering at a record 50.3 percent,
the highest in 21 years.

Ghana’s economic successes
were in the limelight when the
new government of President
Nana Akufo-Addo took power in
January 2017 and brought down
inflation significantly. Under the
previous government in 2016, it
was 15.4 percent, and it fell to 7.9
percent by the end of 2019 and
remained in single digits until the
pandemic hit in March 2020.

Ghana’s budget deficit, which
was about 6.5 percent of the na-
tion’s gross domestic product
before Akufo-Addo’s government
came to power, was brought down
to under 5 percent of GDP by the
end of 2019.

“The growth that we experi-
enced around 2017 to 2019 was
actually coming from the oil sec-

or,” Daniel Anim Amarteye, an
economist with the Accra-based
Policy Initiative for Economic De-
velopment, told Al Jazeera.

“We were so excited that the
economy was growing, but we
couldn’t devise strategies to en-
sure that the growth reflects in
the other sectors of the economy,”
he said. “For instance, we neglect-
ed the agriculture sector, and we
couldn’t do any meaningful value-
added investment in that sector.
The government became compla-
cent.”

A man sorts through money

Ghana’s cedi currency lost
more than 50 percent of its value
in 2022 [File: Francis Kokoroko/
Reuters]

According to the United Na-
tions’ Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization, agriculture represents
21 percent of Ghana’s GDP and ac-
counts for more than 40 percent
of its export earnings. At the same
time, it provides more than 90
percent of the food the country
needs.

“Over the years, the govern-
ment failed to invest in increasing
output in the agricultural sector
that will eventually lead to eco-
nomic growth and transformation
and food security. We are a major
cocoa growing country, but we
didn’t pay attention to increasing
yields to translate into more for-
eign exchange earnings to drive
economic growth and employ-
ment,” Amarteye said.

Ghanaian traders, who contrib-
ute significantly to the economy,
mostly buy and sell products they
import from Western countries
and China, including home ap-
pliances, consumables, cars and
second-hand clothes. Due to the
nature of their businesses, there
is a persistent strong demand for
the US dollar to pay for imports.
This led to the continuous de-
preciation of the local currency,
the cedi, which was recently de-
scribed as the worst-performing
on world markets.

As inflation surges, rising prices
keep the cost of living accelerat-
ing for Ghanaians.

“Things are not the same any-

more,” said Francis Anim, a vehi-
cle spare parts importer. “I used
to spend $5 a day with my wife
and child on food alone early this
year. Now we spend close to $10
[for the same amount of food].
Why?”

“We are feeling the heat,” he
said. “The import duties are very
high at the ports, so we have to
pass on that burden to retailers,
and eventually the consumer suf-
fers. This has resulted in a high
cost of living in Ghana, and the
economy is not helping us either.”

A nation in crisis

The president conceded in a
recent address to the nation that
the West African country is in cri-
sis. He blamed the situation on ex-
ternal shocks - the pandemic and
Russia-Ukraine war.

However, analysts say the gov-
ernment took certain political
and economic decisions that
would have eventually exposed
the weaknesses in the system
even without those external fac-
tors.

For instance, to fulfil one of
Akufo-Addo’s most expensive
campaign pledges, his govern-
ment launched a free education
programme in public high schools
nine months after he took office.
It also provided free meals to stu-
dents at primary and secondary
levels.

Also in 2017, the governing New
Patriotic Party scrapped what it
called 15 “nuisance taxes”. These
included the 17.5 percent value
added tax on financial services,
real estate and selected imported
medicines. They also reduced
import duties on spare car parts,
abolished the 1 percent special
import levy and the 17.5 percent
VAT on domestic airline tickets.

“This brought a massive reduc-
tion in government revenue,” Wil-
liams Kwasi Peprah, a Ghanaian
associate professor of finance at
Andrews University in Michigan,
told Al Jazeera. “To make up for
the revenue shortfall, the govern-
ment adopted borrowing. This
increased Ghana’s bond market
activities domestically and ex-
ternally and, as a result, a high
debt-to-GDP exposure, leading to
the current debt unsustainability
levels.”

From August 2017 to December
2018, Akufo-Addo’s government
spent more than $2.1bn on what it
called the “banking sector clean-
up”.

The central bank said some
banks were insolvent and were
operating on life support, putting
the interests of depositors at risk.
The clean-up saw a reduction in
the number of banks from 33 to 23
while more than 340 other finan-
cial institutions, such as savings
and loans companies, had their
licences revoked.

The government aimed to re-
store confidence and reposition
the banking sector to support eco-
nomic growth.

“The financial sector clean-up
also cost the country more than
anticipated in attaining a robust
financial sector before 2022,” Pep-
rah said.

He said the discovery of two
more oilfields in 2019 led to the
anticipation of more revenues.
The government responded by
issuing more domestic and exter-
nal bonds, increasing its debt and
raising spending on interest pay-
ments, social programmes and
employment.

The government is Ghana’s larg-
est employer, primarily in the
fields of education, healthcare
and security. It spends almost half
of its budget on wages; this year, it
raked in $8.2bn in estimated reve-
nue and used about $4.2bn to pay
salaries of public sector workers.

In 2017, the government also
restored allowances for trainee
nurses and teachers. President
John Mahama lost to Akufo-Addo
in the 2016 election partly for
suspending those allowances two
years earlier. They put a huge
strain on the public purse. For
the nurses’ allowances alone, the
government paid more than $2.5
million annually.

“That was a poor political and
economic decision the Akufo-Ad-
do government made at that time
because the country was faced
with revenue challenges,” said

As inflation surges, rising prices keep the cost of living accelerating for Ghanaians

$1bn. Pressure kept mounting on
his government to fulfil a plethora
of other electoral promises, such as
the construction of roads, schools
and markets, forcing the govern-
ment to keep borrowing and leaving
an economy dogged by high public
debt. The most recent data released
by the central bank put the coun-
try’s debt load at $48.9bn as of Sep-
tember. That represents 76 percent
of GDP.

The oil-exporting country pro-
duced 39.15 million barrels of crude
oil from January to September, ac-
cording to the 2023 budget state-
ment read by Finance Minister Ken
Ofori-Atta in Parliament in Novem-
ber. They brought in $873.25m in
revenues for the eighth-largest oil
producer in Africa.

Although oil production declined
between January and June, accord-
ing to a report by the Public Inter-
est and Accountability Committee,
a surge in prices resulted in the
government taking in more revenue

Kwasi Yirenkyi, a financial analyst
with Accra-based Data Crunchers.
“The government was spending
more than it was receiving, and at
the same time, it failed to widen the
tax net. We were slowly heading for
disaster.”

The pandemic and debt load

There was a significant drop in
revenue in 2020 coupled with a
rise in government expenditures.
They were mainly COVID-related
as the government adopted a pop-
ulist approach, provided free wa-
ter and electricity to citizens and

fed 470,000 households during a
three-week lockdown that cost the
nation $9.4m.

In August 2021 Akufo-Addo be-
gan what he later admitted was
“an overly ambitious” construc-
tion project of 111 hospitals with an
estimated price tag of more than

than it had expected.

“Where did all the oil revenue
g0 to?” opposition member of par-
liament Isaac Adongo asked. “The
economy has been on life-support
system because this government
kept borrowing. We have now hit the
ceiling, and there is no way out.”
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2nd anniversary (J

of Jan 6:

Capitol

Police ‘ready’ for
ture attacks

WASHINGTON

US Capitol Police are prepared for any pos-
sible future attacks on Congress, its chief said
on Monday ahead of the second anniversary
of the deadly Jan 6, 2021, attack and the dis-
solution of the congressional panel investi-
gating it.

“The current threat climate, particularly
against elected officials, will require contin-
ued and heightened vigilance,” USCP Police
Chief Tom Manger said in a statement. “With
the polarized state of our nation, an attack
like the one our Department endured on

January 6, 2021 could be attempted again.
Should the unthinkable happen, we will be
ready.” Five people died and more than 140
police officers were injured two years ago
this week when supporters of then-presi-
dent Donald Trump violently breached the
US Capitol as lawmakers and Trump’s vice-
president, Mike Pence, were set to certify his
loss to Democrat Joe Biden.

A bipartisan US House of Representatives
panel investigating the attack said last month
that Trump should face criminal charges for
his role in sparking the deadly siege.

Its 18-month probe ends as Trump’s fellow

/

This file photo taken on June 9, 2022,

Republicans take over the House
majority on Tuesday having
vowed to dissolve the panel and
instead take on Biden, his ad-
ministration and his son Hunter.

In releasing its last cache of
documents on Monday, the Jan 6
panel cited security concerns as
Congress changes hands, send-
ing some records to the White
House and the Department of
Homeland Security to review
and return to the National Ar-
chives.

“As of next week when the
Committee dissolves, the Com-
mittee will no longer exercise
control over this material, and
thus cannot ensure enforcement
of the commitment to maintain
the confidentiality of the identi-

shows US Capitol Police Chief Tom
Manger walking outside the room where the Capitol riot panel will hold its
first public hearing to reveal the findings of a year-long investigation, in
Washington. AP

ty of the witnesses,” wrote panel
chairman Representative Ben-
nie Thompson, a Democrat, and
vice-chair Representative Liz
Cheney, a Republican.

Incoming US House Demo-
cratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, in
an MSNBC interview on Monday,
said it was now up to the US De-
partment of Justice “to now fol-
low the facts, apply the law, (and)
be guided by the Constitution.”

About 900 people have been
charged so far with taking part
in the riot, including about 470
guilty pleas, according to a tally
released last month by the de-
partment, which is conducting
its own investigation into the at-
tack.

Agencies

China’s modernization expected to benefit world

BEIJING

CHINAS broader push for
its pathway to modernization
has fueled expectations that
the nation will bring more
opportunities and create a
dynamic of growth that will
deliver wide-ranging benefits
for the world, according to
business leaders and analysts.

The Chinese path to mod-
ernization, a key vision out-
lined by Xi Jinping, general
secretary of the Communist
Party of China Central Com-
mittee, in his report to the
20th CPC National Congress,
is the modernization of a huge
population, and it ensures
common prosperity for all
and pursues peaceful devel-
opment.

This path will also entail the
promotion of high-standard
opening-up, including the
high-quality development of
the Belt and Road Initiative
and broader steps to share its
development experience, ana-
lysts said.

Raymund Chao, chairman
of PwC Asia-Pacific and China,
said the vision of the Chinese
path to modernization was
proposed at a pivotal moment

Russia stays open to contacts with Serbia, ‘knows how busy it is’ -

BELGRADE

RUSSIA is always open to
contacts with Serbia, while
staying aware of how very
busy that country is at the mo-
ment, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov said in a
message of congratulations to
his Serbian counterpart Ivica
Dacic on the occasion of the
New Year holidays and the
minister’s birthday.

The message was made
public by the press service of
the Serbian Foreign Ministry

with the international envi-
ronment becoming increas-
ingly complex and uncertain
and global leaders contem-
plating solutions to the chal-
lenges brought about by the
COVID-19 pandemic, regional
conflicts, and supply chain
and trade disruptions.

“The path to ‘Chinese mod-
ernization’ and developing
China as a ‘great modern so-
cialist country’ by the mid-21st
century will have profound
implications for economic
and social development, both
for the world and China, in the
coming years,” he said.

To follow this path and at-
tain this goal, he said the na-
tion will expand institutional
opening-up with regard to
rules, regulations, manage-
ment and standards, promote
high-quality development of
the BRI and endeavor to pre-
serve the diversity and stabil-
ity of the international eco-
nomic landscape and trade
relations.

China’s top leadership reaf-
firmed its push for the Chi-
nese path to modernization
at the annual tone-setting
Central Economic Work Con-
ference in December, during

on Monday.

“We are always open to con-
tacts with Serbian friends,”
the message reads. Lavrov’s
handwritten comment to the
typed text says: “Although I
understand that you are very
busy now.”

Lavrov recalled that in 2022,
“Russian-Serbian relations
have once again been tested
for strength” amid adverse in-
ternational circumstances.

The Russian foreign minis-
ter also expressed the readi-
ness “to maintain high dynam-

This photo takeﬁ on 0cth 16, 2022 shows the reat Hall of the People in
Beijing, capital of China. (PHOTO / XINHUA)

which policymakers pledged
to make greater efforts to at-
tract more foreign capital,
widen market access and fur-
ther open up the modern ser-
vices sector.

They also highlighted the
nation’s unwavering commit-
ment to join high-standard
economic and trade agree-
ments, including the Com-
prehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership and the Digital
Economy Partnership Agree-
ment.

Xi said in a written speech
delivered at the APEC CEO

ics of interaction between the
foreign ministries of the two
countries and close coordi-
nation of steps on the world
scene” and promised “to con-
tinue to furnish fraternal sup-
port to Belgrade in upholding

Summit in Bangkok in No-
vember that no more than 30
countries, with a total popula-
tion of less than 1 billion, have
achieved industrialization so
far. He said that China’s mid-
dle-income population will
increase to over 800 million
in the next 15 years, and pro-
mote the sustained growth of
China’s supersized market.
Chao said the moderniza-
tion of China’s 1.4 billion pop-
ulation to promote common
prosperity will unleash con-
sumer demand for high-qual-
ity goods and services as the
nation pushes for the building

legitimate national interests.”

On June 6-7 last year, Lav-
rov was scheduled to visit
Belgrade. The visit had to
be canceled, when Bulgaria,
North Macedonia and Monte-
negro refused to provide an
air corridor for his plane. Lav-
rov slammed such a decision
by European states as unprec-
edented and inconceivable.

After the disruption of the
visit to Belgrade, Lavrov in-
vited his Serbian counterpart
at that moment, Nikola Sela-
kovic, to visit Moscow.

of a community with a shared
future for mankind.

“A modernized China will
bring more opportunities and
create a dynamic of growth
for both the region and the
world,” he said. “It is also a
strong signal of China further
opening up to the world, un-
derscoring the country’s com-
mitment to pursue an open
strategy of achieving peaceful
and coordinated development
for win-win outcomes.”

Ivona Ladjevac, deputy di-
rector of Serbia’s Institute of
International Politics and Eco-
nomics, said China’s moderni-
zation is inextricably linked
with socialist modernization,
which contains unique ele-
ments making it unlike mod-
ernization pursued by any
other countries.

“Not for a moment rejecting
the fact that it is a long-term
process, it was started with
the desire that the end result
would be a prosperous society
based on equity and justice, a
society that would not be po-
larized,” she said.

Ladjevac said that China’s
vision for its modernization
has been encouraging to other
developing countries.

Lavrov

When Serbia’s new govern-
ment was formed, the post of
foreign minister went to Dac-
ic, who enjoys the reputation
of a Russophile.

It was pro-Russian electoral
rhetoric that let the Socialist
Party-led coalition take third
place in the parliamentary
elections in Serbia on April 3
with 11.48%.

On August 2, Lavrov repeat-
ed the invitation to Serbia’s
foreign minister to visit Rus-
sia. Belgrade accepted the in-
vitation.

Scandal of US congressman-elect
lying about resume snowballs

WASHINGTON

A SCANDAL over US Congressman-elect George Santos ly-
ing about his resume has been snowballing, casting a bleak
shadow over Washington ahead of the sworn-in of a new and
divided Congress.

Santos, elected in the 2022 midterm elections to represent
New York’s 3rd congressional district, admitted to The New
York Post last week that he had lied about his work experience
and education on the campaign trail.

“My sins here are embellishing my resume. I'm sorry,” said
Santos, a 34-year-old Republican, alleging that the controversy
will not deter him “from having good legislative success.”

Lies and confession

Santos billed himself as the “full embodiment of the Ameri-
can dream” - an openly gay son of Brazilian immigrants who
becomes a “seasoned Wall Street financier and investor” with
experience working in the business world.

Santos boasted he had worked for high-profile Wall Street
firms Citigroup and Goldman Sachs, but neither company
could find any records verifying his claims, according to an in-
vestigation by The New York Times.

In February 2021, Santos tweeted he and his family owned
more than a dozen properties, while tenants did not pay their
rent for nearly a year. However, no evidence has been uncov-
ered verifying such claims of property ownership.

Furthermore, he claimed to have received a degree from Ba-
ruch College, a public college in New York City, in 2010, which
also turned out to be a lie. Officials at the institution, The New
York Times reported, “could find no record of anyone match-
ing his name and date of birth graduating that year.”

In his confession to The New York Post, Santos acknowl-
edged he had “never worked directly” for either Citigroup or
Goldman Sachs, arguing that it was a “poor choice of words” to
say he worked for the companies while revealing that he “does
not own any properties” and “didn’t graduate from any institu-
tion of higher learning.”

Santos also clarified he is “clearly Catholic” after describ-
ing himself as a nonobservant Jew. As to sexual orientation,
he confirmed to The New York Post that he was married to a
woman for about five years but insisted that he is now a hap-
pily married gay man.

‘Do you have no shame’

Former US congresswoman from Hawaii and Fox News
contributor Tulsi Gabbard ripped Santos to shreds while inter-
viewing the congressman-elect last week, asking him, “do you
have no shame?”

“If I were one of those in New York’s 3rd district right now,
now that the election is over, and I'm finding out all of these
lies that you've told, not just one little lie or one little embellish-
ment,” Gabbard told Santos. “These are blatant lies.”

Santos responded by underlining that he has “the courage”
to admit and face his mistakes and that “I want to put this past
me, so I can deliver for the American people.”

“T understand. Everybody wants to nitpick at me,” he com-
plained. “T'm going to reassure this once and for all -- 'm not
a facade. I'm not a persona. I have an extensive career that I
worked real hard to achieve.”

The Fox News guest host added, “It’s hard to imagine how
they could possibly trust your explanations when you're not
really even willing to admit the depth of your deception to
them.”

Culture of lying

It is not rare that US politicians tell lies about their life stories
and policy proposals to court support.

US Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, re-elected to a third term
last year, built his political prominence by portraying his par-
ents as exiles from their native Cuba.

But a review of The Washington Post published in 2011 wrote
that the Republican’s account “embellishes the facts” and that
“the real story of his parents’ migration appears to be a more
conventional immigrant narrative.”

Herschel Walker campaigned against abortion access in
2022 as the Republican nominee for US Senate in Georgia.
However, his former girlfriends have accused him of encourag-
ing or paying for abortion.

US Senator Elizabeth Warren, a Massachusetts Democrat
who ran for the White House several years ago, issued a public
apology in 2019 for her past claims of Native American ances-
try.

“Permanent Washington has created a culture where it’s ac-
ceptable to lie to further your own interest. Just try not to get
caught,” Gabbard, who left the Democrat to become an inde-
pendent last year, commented. “But even when politicians do
get caught, people just shrug their shoulders and move on. No
big deal, no consequences.”

“So, no one should be surprised that the American people
don't trust these politicians. They've got no faith that those in
Washington are actually working for the people when they’re
so clearly working for themselves,” she pointed out.

Public trust in the US Congress reached an all-time low, with
only 7 percent of Americans expressing “a great deal” or “quite
alot” of confidence in it, according to a Gallup poll released in
the summer of 2022.

Traditional Chinese shadow puppetry achieves innovative development

SHADOW puppetry, also known as shadow
play, is an ancient art form of storytelling and
entertainment in China. It consists of hand-
made puppets moving behind a thin translu-
cent curtain or screen inside a dark theatre.

Tengchong, a county-level city in southwest
China’s Yunnan province, boasts a history of
600 to 700 years of shadow play.

Recently, an unusual shadow puppet show
was staged there. Different from traditional
shadow plays, it featured laser stage lighting,
special acoustic and optic effects, as well as
fluorescent puppets.

“I never thought that a shadow puppet
show could be like this,” said a spectator after
watching the show.

This innovation, which combines the tra-

ditional with the modern, is a result of the ef-
forts made by Liu Yongzhou and his younger
generations, who are inheritors of the intan-
gible cultural heritage item from Liujiazhai,
Gudong township of Tengchong.

Liujiazhai is known for its shadow puppet
performance, and Liu Yongzhou is a fourth-
generation inheritor of the art form.

According to statistics, Tengchong is home
to around 300 to 400 shadow plays, and
many of them are adapted from classical Chi-
nese literature works such as The Journey to
the West.

Known as “folk movie,” shadow play used
to be a valuable form of entertainment for
rural residents. They have instilled the fine
traditions of Chinese culture in the residents.

However, shadow play troupes, which were
once very popular, are somewhat over the
hill nowadays. “There are less and less peo-
ple watching the plays, and we seldom have
chances to perform. Many shadow play art-
ists have gone out-of-town for work, and few
young people want to learn this traditional art
form,” said Liu Ankui, the son of Liu Yongzhou
and a fifth-generation inheritor.

Therefore, revitalizing shadow play be-
came a difficult task for Liu Chaokan, a sixth-
generation inheritor. The young man born in
1992 told People’s Daily that they developed
new plays for children as well as sitcoms that
integrate Tengchong’s local culture, and these
new shadow plays are very popular.

Apart from the new plays, Liu Chaokan and

the young team he leads also worked to turn
the art form from something people watch to
something people experience.

Making shadow puppets into cultural and
creative products, they established a pup-
pet-making workshop in the theater, where
shadow puppet artists guide tourists to carve
and color puppets. The workshop soon be-
came a popular destination among tourists in
Tengchong.

In addition, Liu Chaokan has moved shad-
ow puppet plays from translucent curtains
onto bigger stages. He made puppets from
plastic boards and coated them with fluores-
cent powder. When these fluorescent pup-
pets are lighted by UV blacklight, they become
three-dimensional. With modern stage tech-

nologies and holographic projection, shadow
puppet plays are made into “4D movies.”

Liu Chaokan spent four years developing
4D shadow puppet shows. The scriptwriting
of the play Tengchong Stories alone took him
two years.

Traditional shadow puppets are 70 to 80
centimeters tall. However, to perform on
stage, they must be twice as large as this size.
Therefore, Liu Chaokan recruited another
10 young actors so that it would be easier to
move these huge puppets on stage.

The theater was packed when The
Tengchong Stories was premiered. With a
retractable stage, the scenes in the play were
converted in an intelligent manner.

People’s Daily
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US sanctions deprive Iranians of breathing fresh air under severe pollution - experts

TEHRAN,

WITH the arrival of the cold sea-
son, the air pollution in Iran’s capi-
tal Tehran has reached an alarm-
ing level and is hazardous for the
health of local residents.

Domestic and foreign experts
pointed out that under the years-
long U.S. sanctions, the forced use
of old vehicles, which should have
been scrapped long ago, is the
cause of the terrible air quality in
Tehran.

STATE OF EMERGENCY

Over the past weeks, Tehran’s
local authorities decided to shut
down school and university classes
for some days and switched to on-
line learning.

Abed Maleki, deputy director of
Civil Affairs Coordination of Teh-
ran Governorate, announced on
Monday the continuation of re-
mote working of sensitive groups
of employees, including pregnant
women, employees aging above
50, and those who have heart, lung,
respiratory and rheumatic diseases
as well as ones with diabetes, high
blood pressure and cancer prob-
lems, according to official IRNA
news agency.

Maleki said that based on the ap-
provals of the air pollution emer-
gency working group, universities
and all educational levels of Teh-
ran will continue online learning
for two more days until Wednes-
day, while sports activities in open
spaces are also canceled.

The even-and-odd plans for mo-
torists are implemented as traffic
rationing measures under which
private vehicles with registration
numbers ending with an odd digit

An Iranian woman walks past the former U.S. Embassy in Tehran, which bears a mural depicting the Statue of
Liberty with a dead face. With just days to go until the U.S. plans to snap more sanctions back into place, ques-
tions linger about what the move spells for the world.

will be allowed on the streets on odd dates and
those with an even digit on even dates.
Besides, a daily permit license to enter the re-

which must be removed from the consumption
cycle, Shahsavandi was quoted as saying by Teh-
ran Times.

emissions.”

The sanctions also prevent Iranian scien-
tists from engaging in joint environmental
research projects abroad, and prevent Ira-
nians from accessing online databases and
courses about environmental issues and
sustainability, they pointed out.

NEW SOLUTIONS

On Monday, Mojtaba Shafiee, managing
director of the Transport and Traffic Or-
ganization of Tehran Municipality, stressed
that new ideas are needed to tackle the traf-
fic and air pollution in Tehran. Elaborating
on the effect of the even-and-odd plan from
the door of the homes on reducing air pollu-
tion, he noted that if the plan is implement-
ed correctly, it will be effective in reducing
air pollution.

He also announced the holding of the
19th International Conference on Transpor-
tation and Traffic Engineering in Tehran in
March, with its focus on public and smart
transportation among other topics.

Regarding the development of cycling
routes in the capital, he stated that the use
of shared bicycles is one of the main mod-
els of traffic management around the world
that should be considered in Tehran.

In the meantime, Motevalli said that all
motor vehicles used by government, public
and non-government sectors are required
to obtain a technical examination certifi-
cate, which can be highly effective in reduc-
ing air pollution, optimizing fuel consump-
tion and car safety, and consequently the
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Russia’s Federation
Council prepares draft
paper on gas alternatives
for regional supplies

MOsCcow

A DRAFT law on the use of
alternative kinds of gas in ad-
ditional to natural gas for more
efficient gas supplies to regions
was prepared by Andrey Kute-
pov, head of the committee of
the Federation Council [upper
house of the Russian parliament
- TASS].

A copy of the document sent to
the government for the receipt of
the opinion was seen by TASS.

“The draft was developed
for purposes of implementing
the list of assignments of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
on development of alternative
eco-friendly energy resources,
an action plan [roadmap] of im-
plementing a socially focused
and cost efficient system of gas
infrastructure development and
gas supplies to Russian regions,
and further for the expansion
of the domestic gas market and
guaranteed supplies of liquefied
petroleum gas, liquefied natural
gas and compressed natural gas
to the domestic market to meet
utility needs of the population,”

stricted traffic zones in Tehran will not be issued
by Tehran Municipality until Wednesday, Maleki
said, urging the citizens to refrain from unneces-

sary activities outdoors.

RESULT OF SANCTIONS

Abbas Shahsavandi, the head of the air health
and climate change department of Iran’s Health
Ministry, pointed out that the traffic of old cars
and diesel motorcycles is the main reason be-
hind Tehran’s air pollution. There are many clun-
ker vehicles and diesel motorcycles in Tehran,

Also, Abdollah Motevalli, deputy director of
Iran’s Standards and Quality Inspection Compa-
ny, said that some 83 percent of air pollution in
Tehran and 70 percent in other Iranian big cities
are caused by vehicles, according to the report.

health of citizens.

On Dec. 20, 2022, a group of UN human rights

experts announced that “it is no surprise that
Tehran is one of the world’s most polluted cities.

U.S. sanctions force people to prolong the use
of older vehicles that burn fuel less efficiently,
while making it impossible for Iran to obtain
equipment and technology to reduce vehicle

e
1

announced that

n Dec. 20, 2022, a group of
UN human rights experts
tisno
surprise that Tehran is one
of the world’s most polluted

the explanatory note to the doc-
ument reads.

Current legislation regulates
the procedure of supply and
use “of exclusively natural gas”
for purposes of gas supplies to
households and industrial plants.

At the same time, the proce-
dure of using alternative kinds of
gas for gas supplies purposes is
not determined legislatively, the
lawmaker said. Agencies

JERUSALEM

ISRAELS far-right national se-
curity minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
briefly visited the compound that
houses the Al-Agsa mosque in Je-
rusalem yestersday, a move con-
demned by Palestinians as pro-
vocative and despite warnings it
could lead to violence.

“The Temple Mount is open
to all,” Ben-Gvir said on Twitter,
using the Jewish name for the
site. An accompanying photo-
graph showed him strolling at
the periphery of the compound,
surrounded by a clutch of body-
guards and flanked by a fellow Or-
thodox Jew.

An Israeli official said the quar-
ter-hour visit took place in ac-
cordance with a so-called status
quo arrangement, dating back
decades, that allows non-Muslims
to visit on condition they do not
pray. It passed without incident,
the official said.

The rise of Ben-Gvir, (pictured)
leader of the Jewish Power party,
to join a religious-nationalist co-
alition under re-elected Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
deepened Palestinians’ anger over
the long frustrations of their goal
of statehood.

In fresh violence in nearby Beth-
lehem, in the occupied West Bank,
Israeli troops shot dead a Palestin-
ian teenager during a clash, medi-
cal officials and witnesses said.
There was no immediate com-
ment from the army.

The Palestinian foreign minis-
try said it “strongly condemns the

storming of Al-Agsa mosque by the extrem-
ist minister Ben-Gvir and views it as unprec-
edented provocation and a dangerous esca-
lation of the conflict”.

A spokesman for Hamas, a Palestinian Is-
lamist group that rejects coexistence with
Israel, said Al-Agsa “will remain Palestin-
ian, Arab and Islamic ... and no fascist can
change this fact”.

Jordan’s foreign ministry said it con-
demned in “severest” terms the visit by Ben-
Gvir to Al-Agsa and his move of “violating its
sanctity”.

There was no indication that Ben-Gvir ap-
proached the mosque, however. Once an ad-
vocate of ending the ban on Jewish prayer
at the compound, he has, since taking office,
spoken in a more non-committal way about
a need to enforce “non-discrimination”
there.

“If Hamas thinks that it can deter me with
threats, it should understand that times
have changed,” Ben-Gvir said on Twitter.

“There is a government in Jerusalem!”

On Monday, a Jewish Power lawmaker, Al-
mog Cohen, told Israel’s Kan radio that the
party’s “aspiration is - yes, God willing, for
all religions to be able to pray on the Temple
Mount”.

But Netanyahu, now in his sixth term as
premier, has pledged to preserve the “status
quo” around holy sites.

The Al-Agsa compound, known to Mus-
lims as the Noble Sanctuary, is Islam’s third-
holiest site. It is also Judaism’s most sacred
site, a vestige of two ancient temples of the
faith.

Located in East Jerusalem, which Israel
captured along with the West Bank and
Gaza Strip in a 1967 war, the compound fur-
ther serves as a focus of Palestinian hopes of
founding a state in those territories.

Israel deems all of Jerusalem its indivisible
capital - a status not recognized internation-
ally.

Agencies

Israeli far-right minister visits contested Jerusalem holysite Taliban seeks economic

self-sufficiency, foreign
funds for Afghanistan

KABUL

THE Taliban administration will en-
courage self-sufficiency and wants inter-
national trade and investment, the acting
commerce minister said, as Afghanistan
faces isolation and suspension of some
humanitarian operations over restric-
tions on women.

“We will start a national self-sufficiency
program, we will encourage all govern-
ment administrations to use domestic
products, we will also try to encourage
people through mosques to support our
domestic products” Haji Nooruddin Azizi
told Reuters. “We will support any item
which can help us for self-sufficiency.”

Another part of their strategy was to
boost trade and foreign investment, he
said.

“Those who were importing items to
Afghanistan from abroad, they are asking
us to provide opportunities for investing
in Afghanistan and they want to invest
here instead of importing from abroad,”
he said.

He said that countries including Iran
and Russia were interested in trade and
investment.

Already facing a lack of formal recogni-
tion and sanctions hampering the coun-
try’s banking sector, investors are faced
with growing security concerns after at-
tacks on foreign targets in Kabul, claimed
by the Islamic State.

Azizi said authorities were working to

ensure security, laying out a plan to devel-
op industry by creating special economic
zones on land previously used for US mili-
tary bases. He said his ministry was pre-
senting the plan to the administration’s
cabinet and economic commission.

He added that foreign investors were
showing interest in Afghanistan’s mining
sector, which has been valued at more
than $1 trillion. He said that an iron mine
in western Herat and a lead mine in cen-
tral Ghor province had seen 40 compa-
nies take part in an auction and that the
results would be announced soon.

He said that a major contract signed
with Russia in September for the supply
of gas, oil and wheat would see the deliv-
ery of the items to Afghanistan in coming
days.

The Taliban-led administration is facing
increased isolation over policies in recent
days restricting women from access to
public life, including attending university.

An order barring female NGO work-
ers has thrown the humanitarian sector,
which is providing urgent aid to millions
of people, into disarray, with some orga-
nizations suspending operations in the
middle of the harsh winter.

Azizi did not comment on the new re-
strictions but said his ministry had al-
located 5 acres of land for a permanent
exhibition center and hub for women-led
businesses.

“We always support women investors,”
he said.

China’s ecosystems restoration project contributes to world ecological progress

CHINA'S Shan-Shui initiative, which trans-
lates to “mountains and rivers,” was recently
recognized as one of the ten World Restora-
tion Flagships at the 15th Conference of Parties
(COPI15) to the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity meeting held in Montreal, Canada.

The initiative combines dozens of large-
scale projects nationwide to restore ecosys-
tems, including mountains, rivers, forests,
farmlands, lakes, grasslands and deserts.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
said the Shan-Shui initiative sees all ecosys-
tems as a part of a community of all life on
Earth, and has restored millions of hectares of
land through relentless efforts.

The Shan-Shui initiative is a signature pro-
ject explaining how China practices the vision
that “Mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands,
lakes, and grasslands are a life community.”

Since 2016, the country has implemented

44 projects under the initiative
at critical ecological spots in the
Three Eco-zones and Four Shel-
terbelts - the Qinghai-Tibet Pla-
teau Eco-zone, the Yellow River
Eco-zone, the Yangtze River Eco-
zone, the Northeast Shelterbelt,
the North Shelterbelt, the South
Shelterbelt, and the Coastal Shel-
terbelt.

The Shan-Shui initiative aims
to launch integrated protection
and systematic governance of all
ecological elements in different
regions, and strives for holistic
and comprehensive ecological
benefits.

In 2020, multiple government
departments jointly issued a
guideline that regulates the im-

plementation of Shan-Shui pro-
jects according to five principles,
such as “prioritizing ecological
conservation and pursuing green
development,” and “integrating
natural restoration as the main
and artificial restoration as a sup-
plement.”

Multiple regions in China are
at the forefront of implement-
ing the Shan-Shui initiative. They
have opted for technical models
according to local conditions in-
cluding ecological degradation,
damage and resilience of ecosys-
tems, creating valuable experi-
ences for the construction of a
beautiful China.

Hefei, east China’s Anhui prov-
ince has launched a six-phase

ecological protection and resto-
ration project for Chaohu Lake,
during which 10 wetlands have
been built around the lake.
Central China’s Hubei prov-
ince implemented a restoration
project that well coordinates the
treatment of various ecosystems
to build an ecological shelter-
belt in the Three Gorges region,
exploring a “Hubei model” that
addresses comprehensive and
whole-process ecological issues.
Gansu province in northwest
China launched an integrated
restoration project for the moun-
tains, rivers, forests, farmlands,
lakes, grasslands and deserts on
the upper reach of the Yellow
River in Gannan Tibetan autono-

mous prefecture. It also built sev-
eral major pilot national parks to
build an ecological barrier in the
upper reach of the Yellow River.

The Shan-Shui initiative has
created huge benefits. For in-
stance, the Three Gorges section
of the Yangtze River in Hubei
province, which was once sur-
rounded by chemical engineer-
ing enterprises, is now seeing
the return of Yangtze finless por-
poises.

In addition, the mainstream
of the Yellow River in Gannan
Tibetan autonomous prefecture
recharges 587 percent of the
runoff in the source region of
the Yellow River. Hefei has been
credited by the Ramsar Conven-

tion as an international wetland city.

So far, China has completed ecological
protection and restoration of more than 3.5
million hectares. It plans to restore ten mil-
lion hectares of vital ecosystems by 2030.
The country has achieved a series of inno-
vation outcomes in organization models,
implementation methods and technical
standards. The World Restoration Flagships
were selected under the banner of the Unit-
ed Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restora-
tion, a global movement coordinated by the
UNEP and the UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO).

The ten flagships proved this time aim to
restore more than 68 million hectares and
create nearly 15 million jobs. They will be el-
igible for UN funding and technical support.

People’s Daily
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that took place in Mbeya on June 25, 2022. (Photo: Courtesy of Yanga)

By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

HE New Year has
just started and I'm
certain that loads of
my compatriots are
hoping that this year turns out
to be a veritable annus mirabilis
for Tanzania in the perennially
action-packed realm of sports.

Indeed, the outset of any year
is traditionally the most oppor-
tune time to reflect on the mo-
mentous happenings in various
fields of human endeavor such
as politics and sports among oth-
ers.

Since this humble space on
The Guardian’s back pages is
primarily devoted to sports, I
would now like to cast my mind
back and reflect on the sporting
developments that marked last
year.

Here on the home front, 2022
began with Yanga trying their
damnedest to wrest the NBC
Premier League title from Simba
SC’s firm grasp.

It should be noted that in the
spell leading up to the 2021-22
season, Simba had been fantas-

tically crowned NBC Premier
League champions for four sea-
sons on the trot.

So, as last season kicked off,
Yanga’s legions of fans must have
been hoping that their beloved
club would end their miserable
trophy drought in the league
campaign that had just kicked
off.

And, in truly exhilarating
fashion, Yanga fans would have
a lot of reasons to celebrate as
the Jangwani Street club would
make a clean sweep of all foot-
ball competitions on the main-
land which are the Community
Shield, the Azam Sports Federa-
tion Cup and of course the ear-
nestly coveted NBC Premier
League.

The million dollar question
though is, can Yanga replicate
their laudable exploits this sea-
son?

Although the jury is still out on
that query, it is a cast-iron guar-
antee that it will be unbelievably
exciting to see how the race for
this season’s league title pans
out.

Moving on, a colossal sporting

event that involved Tanzania last
year was of course the Birming-
ham Commonwealth Games.

In marked contrast to the past,
we actually prepared thorough-
ly and meticulously for the Com-
monwealth Games and this dili-
gent preparation would tellingly
make all the difference.

Indeed, our contingent to
the Birmingham Games would
return home with a creditable
haul of three medals, which is
extremely admirable, especially
when one considers that the last
time we actually claimed a med-
al at the Commonwealth Games
was in 2006.

With our overall display in
Birmingham being so encour-
aging, our three medal-winning
athletes were rightfully feted as
heroes.

These heroic athletes who put
an extra spring in our step are
the marathoner Alphonce Simbu
who bagged a silver medal and
the boxers Yusuf Changalawe as
well as Kassim Mbundwike who
each secured a bronze medal.

From one praiseworthy sport-
ing development, let us now ze-

ro-in on another noteworthy
feat which was achieved by
the Serengeti Girls at the FIFA
U-17 Women’s World Cup last
year.

Indeed, you couldn’t have
guessed that the Serengeti
Girls were making their maid-
en appearance at the competi-
tion as our female starlets im-
pressively played out of their
skins to progress to the quar-
terfinals of the elite champi-
onship.

Sadly though, the Seren-
geti Girls’ fairy-tale run in the
FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup
would be cruelly cut short by
Colombia in the quarterfinals
who hammered our starlets
3-0.

Nevertheless, despite the
setback, our Serengeti Girls
had still enormously succeed-
ed in making their mark on
the FIFA U-17 Women’s World
Cup.

Here’s hoping then that all
Tanzanian sports athletes
can emulate the exceptional
displays of the Serengeti
Girls in this, the New Year.

Analysis: The Suns are on the
brink, and not in a good way

By TIM REYNOLDS

ONLY 18 months ago, the
Phoenix Suns were on the brink.
They held a 2-0 lead over the
Milwaukee Bucks in the NBA
Finals. They were two wins away
from the parade. Chris Paul was

Finals, looks poised for a deep
postseason run.
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finally going to get his ring. Suns
in Four was not just a stadium
chant, but a very real possibility.

They’re on the brink again
now.

A very different brink.

A team that lost 18 games
in the entirety of the 2021-22
regular season lost its 18th game
of this regular season — with 44
games left to play — on Monday,
a 102-83 embarrassment at
Madison Square Garden to New
York, and the score makes it
seem closer than it really was.
It was really over with 4:30 left
in the first half, the Knicks then
holding a 52-20 lead.

Phoenix managed its fewest
points since November 2018,
a span of 372 games, including
playoffs. The bigger issue was
the lack of ... well, whatever has
set the Suns apart over the last
two-plus years.

“It's a mindboggling thing,”
Suns coach Monty Williams said.
“It’'s happened too many times
to this team.”

Over the last four weeks, the
Suns are 4-11; only Charlotte,
at 3-12 in that span, has been
worse. In fairness, Phoenix is
missing Devin Booker, who was
playing at an All-NBA level and

Phoenix Suns guard Chris Paul (3) prepares to dribble downcourt as New York
Knicks guard Miles McBride defends during the first half of an NBA basketball
game, Monday, Jan. 2, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo)

is likely going to be sidelined a
few more weeks with a left groin
strain. But it wasn’t exactly going
perfectly when Booker was
healthy, either.

Some things have gone
as expected, or better than
expected, in the NBA so far this
season. League-leading Boston
hasn’t missed a beat because
of Ime Udoka’s suspension

and Joe Mazzulla taking over
as interim coach. New Orleans
and Memphis had high hopes
after the way they finished last
season; right now, they’re both
among the best in the Western
Conference. Brooklyn, when
there’s no drama, has been as
good as anyone in the NBA.
Milwaukee, the team that beat
the Suns in those 2021 NBA

And then there’s the surprises
of the not-good variety. Phoenix
is 20-18 with three games left
until the season’s midpoint. The
Suns are in play-in tournament
range and headed in the wrong
direction. There’s still time, sure,
but efforts like Monday don’t
give much reason for hope.

Championship windows
usually don’t close in an instant.
It happened that way in Chicago
in 1998 when Michael Jordan
and Phil Jackson left the Bulls
and the franchise started over
after six titles in eight years. It
could be argued it happened
that way when LeBron James left
Cleveland in 2010, Miami in 2014
and Cleveland again in 2018.
What’s more typical, though, is a
team tends to age out, fall apart,
see the locker room bonds start
to fade, or some combination
thereof.

It might be all the above
in Phoenix’s case. There’s
an ownership change
happening because of Robert
Sarver’s boorish behavior; Mat
Ishbia could be in place within
the next few weeks. Allegations
of the franchise having a less-
than-professional ~ workplace
environment for some have
been detailed thoroughly by
ESPN in recent months. But the
dysfunction hadn’t seemed to
affect the locker room, until this
year.

AP

Benedict aide’s
tell-all book will
expose ‘dark
maneuvers’

VATICAN CITY

POPE Emeritus Benedict XVI’s long-
time personal secretary has written
a tell-all book that his publisher on
Monday promised would tell the truth
about the “blatant calumnies,” “dark
maneuvers,” mysteries and scandals
that sullied the reputation of a pontiff
best known for his historic resigna-
tion.

Archbishop Georg Gaenswein’s
“Nothing but the Truth: My Life Beside
Pope Benedict XVI” is being published
this month by the Piemme imprint of
Italian publishing giant Mondadori,
according to a press release.

Benedict died Saturday at age 95
and his body was put on display Mon-
day in St. Peter’s Basilica ahead of a
Thursday funeral to be celebrated by
his successor, Pope Francis.

Gaenswein, a 66-year-old German
priest, stood by Benedict’s side for
nearly three decades, first as an offi-
cial working for then-Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger in the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, then starting in
2003 as Ratzinger’s personal secretary.

Gaenswein followed his boss to the
Apostolic Palace as secretary when
Ratzinger was elected pope in 2005.
And in one of the most memorable
images of Benedict’s final day as pope
Feb. 28, 2013, Gaenswein wept as he
accompanied Benedict through the
frescoed halls of the Vatican, saying
goodbye.

He remained Benedict’s gatekeep-
er, confidant and protector during a
decade-long retirement, while also
serving until recently as the prefect
of Francis’ papal household. It was
Gaenswein who performed the anoint-
ing of the sick last Wednesday, when
Benedict’s health deteriorated, and it
was he who called Francis on Saturday
to tell him that Benedict had died.

According to Piemme, Gaenswein’s
book contains “a personal testimony
about the greatness of a mild man, a
fine scholar, a cardinal and a pope
who made the history of our time.”
But it said the book also contained a
first-hand account that would correct
some “misunderstood” aspects of the
pontificate as well as the machinations
of the Vatican.

“Today, after the death of the pope
emeritus, the time has come for the
current prefect of the papal household
to tell his own truth about the blatant
calumnies and dark maneuvers that
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have tried in vain to cast shadows on
the German pontiff’s magisterium and
actions,” the press release said.

Gaenswein’s account would “finally
make known the true face of one of
the greatest protagonists of recent de-
cades, too often unjustly denigrated
by critics as ‘Panzerkardinal’ or ‘God’s
Rottweiler,” it said, referring to some
common media nicknames for the
German known for his conservative,
doctrinaire bent.

Specifically, the publisher said
Gaenswein would address the “Va-
tileaks” scandal, in which Benedict’s
own butler leaked his personal cor-
respondence to a journalist, as well as
clergy sex abuse scandals and one of
the enduring mysteries of the Vatican,
the 1983 disappearance of the 15-year-
old daughter of a Vatican employee,
Emanuela Orlandi.

The book appears to be just part of
what is shaping up as a postmortem
media blitz by Gaenswein, including
the release Monday of excerpts of a
lengthy interview he granted Italian
state RAI television last month that
is to be broadcast Thursday after the
funeral.

According to the excerpts published
by La Repubblica newspaper, Gaens-
wein recounted how he tried to dis-
suade Benedict from resigning after
the then-pope told him in late Sep-
tember 2012 that he had made up his
mind. That was six months after Bene-
dict took a nighttime fall during a visit
to Mexico and determined he no lon-
ger could handle the rigors of the job.

“He told me: ‘You can imagine I have
thought long and hard about this, I've
reflected, I've prayed, I've struggled.
And now I'm communicating to you
that a decision has been taken, it’s
not up for discussion,” Gaenswein re-
called Benedict saying.

Gaenswein also referred to the
struggles, scandals and problems
Benedict faced during his eight-year
pontificate, recalling he had asked
for prayers at the start to protect him
from the “wolves” who were out to get
him. Gaenswein cited in particular the
“Vatileaks” betrayal, which resulted in
the butler being convicted by the Vati-
can tribunal, only to be pardoned by
the pope two months before his resig-
nation.

“Anyone who thinks there can be a
calm papacy has got the wrong profes-
sion,” he said.

AP
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In this image released on Monday, Jan. 2, 2023, by the Vatican Media news service,
Bishop George Gaenswein, center, and close entourage pray in front of the body of late
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI lying out in state in the chapel of the monastery ‘Mater
Ecclesiae’ where he mostly lived after retiring on Feb. 28, 2013. Pope Benedict, the
German theologian who will be remembered as the first pope in 600 years to resign, has
died, the Vatican announced Saturday, Dec. 31, 2022. He was 95. (Vatican Media via AP)
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Sloppy Liverpool
tumble again in

Brentford players celebrate at the end of the English
Premier League soccer match between Brentford and
Liverpool at the Gtech Community Stadium in London,
Monday, Jan. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/lan Walton)(lan
Wailton / Associated Press)

LONDON

LIVERPOOL lost more ground in the race for a
top-four English Premier League finish when it
lost to Brentford 3-1 on Monday.

Sloppy defending cost Liverpool twice in the
first half, prompting angry boss Jurgen Klopp to
substitute key defender Virgil van Dijk at half-
time.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain pulled one back but
Bryan Mbeumo killed off Liverpool as Brentford
beat the visitors for the first time since 1938 in
all competitions.

Brentford rose from 10th to seventh in the
standings. It was two points behind Liverpool.

Ibrahima Konate’s own goal gave the Bees the
lead and Yoane Wissa’s header just before half-
time put them in control.

Wissa, the replacement for Ivan Toney, the
Bees’ 13-goal top scorer, had two goals ruled out
for offside before he scored in a breakneck first
half.

Liverpool’s Darwin Nunez added to his grow-
ing catalogue of wasted opportunities in front
of goal. He was slipped in behind by Mohamed
Salah and took the ball around Bees goalkeeper
David Raya and rolled it towards goal, only for
Ben Mee to arrive in the nick of time to slide in
and block.

At the other end, Wissa sent Mbeumo clean
through on goal but the latter’s shot was well
saved by Alisson. However, from the corner,
Brentford took the lead when the ball rico-
cheted off the knee of France World Cup finalist
Konate and squirmed past Alisson.

Mbeumo’s corners continued to cause the vis-
itors problems and Wissa put two of them into
the net only for both goals to be chalked off.

However, the winger made it third time lucky
four minutes before halftime when he buried a
superb header from Mathias Jensen’s cross. Alis-
son got a hand to the ball and scooped it out but
referee Stuart Attwell’s watch buzzed to confirm
Wissa finally had his goal.

Klopp had seen enough of the shambles at the
back and replaced Van Dijk with Joel Matip as
one of three halftime changes.

The luckless Nunez managed to find the net
shortly after the restart after breaking through
one on one with Raya, only for VAR to pull him
up for offside.

Moments later, Liverpool made one count,
Oxlade-Chamberlain glancing in a header from
Trent Alexander-Arnold’s tempting cross.

They pressed for an equalizer but Raya did
well to keep out a Fabinho shot and Konate
headed wide.

Brentford ended their hopes six minutes from
time after Mbeumo brushed off a feeble chal-
lenge by Konate and tucked away the third.

AP
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Santos now gives stirring

By Oliver Brown

NDER a broil-

ing Brazilian

sun, Pele’s

embalmed
body was positioned
centrally, and with the
utmost grace, on the
Santos pitch where his
legend was born. He lay
in an open casket filled
with white petals, a blue
shirt buttoned up to his
collar beneath a gauzy
veil. One mourner felt
moved enough to bend
down to kiss his fore-
head. His widow Marisa
carefully placed a few
rosary beads upon his
hands. Moments later,
his entire family, led by
his son Edinho, formed
a final guard of honour
around the titan they
had lost, their hands
linked in prayer.

These were ethereal
images, and yet complex
in their symbolism. In
life, Pele had wanted to
be seen as somehow im-
perishable. Even in old
age, he would tell his
friends that he did not
have a single grey hair. It
was for this reason that
he detested wakes. “The
only wake I'm going to is
my own, because I can’t
get out of it,” he once
muttered to his personal
advisor, Pepito Fornos. It
is customary at any fu-
neral to say how much
the deceased would
have loved it. But so se-
duced was Pele by the
aura of invincibility, you
could not help but ques-
tion how fitting it was for
his mortal flesh to be on
public display.

He could be consoled
that his body of work,
defined by that triptych
of World Cup glory, was
matched by a send-off
apt in its grandeur. In
the end, the bereaved
flocked here not out of
prurience, but out of
a resolve to commune
with Pele, football’s great
purveyor of joy, one final
time. Antonio da Paz,
67, was among the first
in the queue, arriving
draped in the Brazilian
flag and wearing a crown
fashioned out of golden
foil. “I've been a fan
since the 1960s,” he said.
“There is so much nos-
talgia now he has gone.”

At dawn on New Year’s
Day, he had taken his

B

los at Brentford farewell tO eternal, Pele

The son of Brazilian football legend Pele, Edinho (3-L), prays with people during Pele’s wake at the Urbano Caldeira stadium in Santos,
Sao Paulo, Brazil on January 2, 2023. - Brazilians bid a final farewell this week to football giant Pele, starting Monday with a 24-hour
public wake at the stadium of his long-time team - AFP

place outside Santos’
Vila Belmiro home, anx-
ious to find comfort in
collective grief. On the
surface, it might seem a
stretch to compare the
scene to the stoic wait-
ing to watch the Queen
lying in state at Westmin-
ster Hall last September.
But the two spectacles
were uncannily similar,
with thousands of Brazil-
ians lining up to offer a
last salute to the player
they had known simply
as “the King”. Even the
Santos fan club still cap-
tures Pele’s regal aspect.
“Socio Rei,” it is called.
In the mazy back-
streets that encircle the
ground, the mood was
a curious blend of sor-
row of exuberance. Yes,
there was the confront-
ing element of coming
face-to-face with a dead
body, albeit one in se-
rene repose. But there
was also the soothing
sense of sharing Pele
memories en masse.
For that reason his pub-
lic came dressed not in
doleful black or even
in muted shades, but in
Brazil shirts of vibrant
canary yellow, their chil-
dren perched on their
shoulders to glimpse the
idol they had, until now,
known only by repute.
For those who did
study him at his pomp,

this final *adeus* was too
significant to miss. Pedro
Subler, a 71-year-old ra-
diology technician, had
driven 550 miles, bring-
ing a pair of binoculars
to ensure he could view
the body. “You can’t
say that Pele wasn't the
best,” he said. “In foot-
ball he is everything and
will continue to be so. I
only saw him in person
once at this stadium. But
I've been a Santos sup-
porter since the 1958
World Cup and I follow
the World Cup because
of him.”

“Eternal” was the
word most commonly
printed on the replica
shirts that hung outside.
Inside Vila Belmiro, the
cosy 16,000-seat arena
nestled in the heart of
this rumbustious coastal
city, Santos had hardly
stinted on the tributes
either. “The only player
who stopped a war,” one
banner declared, a refer-
ence to the occasion in
1967 when, on tour with
his boyhood club, Pele
persuaded warring fac-
tions in Nigeria to stage a
48-hour ceasefire for his
visit.

The adoration, in the
wake of Pele’s death
from cancer at the age of
82, was palpable. For al-
most a week Santos has
been in official mourn-

ing, conjuring ever more
elaborate gestures to
commemorate this ach-
ing loss. A drone display
above the beach picked
out the letters of his
name in the night sky.
In a house in the sub-
urbs, a No 10 shirt with
no club insignia filled
the front window, a plain
but striking act of rever-
ence. For the pathos of
Pele’s passing is detected
not just among Santos’
black-and-white-clad ul-
tras, but throughout Bra-
zilian society.

Take street vendor
Elton Calisto, who had
festooned the walls with
500 “Pele Eterno” jer-
seys, but who was not
even a Santos fan. “T fol-
low Palmeiras,” he said.
“But I'm a football lover,
and Pele was the greatest
of all.”

These sentiments had
been self-evident from
the second the funeral
cortege began its stately
procession here, with
fireworks erupting from
the bridges overhead
as it passed. Alongside
Ze Roberto, the former
Brazil midfielder, Ed-
inho carried his father’s
coffin towards the cen-
tre circle. There, he saw
the giant floral wreath
that had already been
sent by Neymar, a striker
who has equalled Pele’s

total of 77 international
goals but who has al-
ways seemed burdened
by the inheritance of
those three World Cup
triumphs.

To Pele’s immediate
family, such expressions
of solidarity brought
peace on the most
emotionally fraught of
days. Gabriel, his grand-
son, had looked over-
whelmed at his turn be-
side the casket. It was,
after all, only the second
time he had seen him in
his life. “T told him the
things that were in my
heart,” he reflected. “I
told him how much I ad-
mired him.”

During his declin-
ing late years, Pele had
grown increasingly in-
visible to most in Bra-
zil. Only Marise and his
daughter Kelly under-
stood the full gravity
of his health struggles,
to which he finally suc-
cumbed last week due
to multiple organ failure.
This was a chance to rec-
reate the most power-
ful of bonds between a
player and his disciples.
In the background, an
old song of his, *Eu sou
Pele* (“I am Pele”) played
on a loop over the San-
tos loudspeakers. Out in
the middle, families em-
braced each other, still
marching one by one to

bid him goodbye in the
merciless midday heat.

“It is a very sad mo-
ment, but we are now
seeing the real meaning
of this legendary player
to our country,” said Gil-
mar Mendes, a Brazilian
Supreme Court justice.
“My office has shirts
signed by Pele, DVDs,
even a picture of him as
a goalkeeper.”

As the 24-hour wake
wound to its close, there
was one more jour-
ney still for Pele to un-
dertake, a procession
through the streets of
Santos, watched by Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva, Bra-
zil's newly-inaugurated
president. It would make
a poignant stop at the
house of his 100-year-
old mother, Celeste. And
from there he would be
buried, privately, at the
Memorial Necropole
Ecumenica, a vertical
cemetery with space for
14,000 bodies. It might
look an impersonal final
resting place, but those
closest to him should
not worry. As Santos’
stirring day of celebra-
tion proved, Pele left
an indelible personal
mark the world over.
Most people here, while
shattered that he died,
were just grateful that he
lived.

(Agencies)

Ronaldo’s Al Nassr move underlines Portugal star’s decline

RIYADH

UNWANTED by Eu-
rope’s elite clubs, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s steep de-
cline has been laid bare
by a move to Saudi Ara-
bian side Al Nassr that sig-
nals the end of his reign
as one of football’s most
feared strikers.

Ronaldo will be offi-
cially unveiled by Al
Nassr on Tuesday
after agreeing a
contract that runs
until 2025 and is
reportedly worth

his glittering career in
the football backwater of
Saudi Arabia is a damning
indictment of his lacklus-
tre form over the last 18
months.

Ronaldo, a five-time
Ballon d’Or winner, heads
to the Gulf after a painful
year that saw him relegat-
ed to the Portugal bench
and cut adrift by Man-
chester United.

His second spell with
United imploded in No-
vember with his depar-
ture by mutual consent,
shortly after he criticised

was also rumoured, while
there was talk of a move
to the MLS to join Inter
Miami, part-owned by
former United team mate
David Beckham.

But none of those deals
came to fruition and
when United decided his
diminishing contribution,
coupled with his public

displays of dissent, made
him a pricey luxury they
no longer needed, it was
instructive to note the ab-
sence of a rush to sign the
ageing icon.

Coming at the same
time as his acrimonious
United exit, Ronaldo’s
failed quest to finally win
the World Cup underlined

. GWlJl by David Chikoko

his descent to the ranks of
football’s mere mortals.

- Tears in Qatar -

In a move that would
have been unthinkable
just a few years ago, Ron-
aldo was left out of the
starting line-up for Por-
tugal’s last 16 thrashing of
Switzerland.

And when Portugal
suffered a shock 1-0 de-
feat against Morocco in
the quarter-finals, Ron-
aldo started on the bench,
made little impact after
his eventual introduction
and was last seen trudging
down the tunnel in tears
after the final whistle.

AFP

GeT HIM To cive
You a Reb cafD.
I'M FeeLING Lonely

more than 200 mil-
lion euros.

boss Erik ten Hag and the
club’s hierarchy in an ex-

But the riches
and fanfare that
await the 37-year-old
in Saudi Arabia are at
odds with his reduced

../ status as a fallen star

trading on past heroics.
For Ronaldo to be forced
to play out what will sure-
ly be the final chapter of

plosive television inter-
view.

As his relationship with
United soured, Ronaldo
was linked to a string of
Champions League con-
tenders including Chel-
sea, Bayern Munich and
Napoli. A return to his
first club Sporting Lisbon

& alreany!/
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Simba appoint former Vipers
boss Robertinho as coach

Hawks in 20T

SAN FRANCISCO

KEVON Looney rushed his first try, not realizing
he had a little time. Then he tipped in the game-
winner as the final buzzer of the second overtime
sounded. He got swarmed in celebration.

The durable big man who played every game last
season and all of them so far in this one delivered
a career-high 21 rebounds with two in the final 2
seconds, Klay Thompson scored a season-best 54
points, and the Golden State Warriors held off the
Atlanta Hawks 143-141 on Monday night.

Looney laughed when asked if he had ever
scored the game-winning basket — “not a walkoff
game-winner.”

“I rushed the first one I didn’t think I had that
much time, but I saw I had more time so I took my
time on the second one and I was able to make it,”
Looney said.

Trae Young tied the score on a floating layup
with 8.2 seconds remaining before the Warriors’
final chance. Young made four crucial free throws
late in the first OT and finished with 30 points and
14 assists.

Looney also had 14 points and five assists. Dray-
mond Green made his only 3-point attempt of the
game with 43.8 seconds left in the last OT and fin-
ished with 13 rebounds and 11 assists.

Thompson shot 21 for 39 and his 10 3-pointers
matched a season high — and his 54 were six off his
career-best scoring outing of 60 accomplished in

Premier League club
announced yesterday.

The well-traveled
Brazilian tactician start-
ed his coaching career at
Grossembacher, Rio Bran-
co, Brasil de Pelotas, Sao
Bento, Fluminense, Clube de
Regatas Brasil, Centro Sport-
ivo Alagoano, America, and
Rio Branco (all in Brazil).

He also has had coaching
spells at Al-Shamal (Qatar),
Kazma (Kuwait) and Legiao
(Brazil).

His African coaching ca-
reer has seen him through
Grombalia Sports (Tunisia),
Stade Tunisien (Tunisia),
Hammam-Sousse (Tunisia),
Stade Gabeésien (Tunisia),
Atlético Sport Aviacdo (An-
gola), Rayon Sports (Rwan-
da), Gor Mahia (Kenya) and
finally Vipers of Uganda.

His playing career wit-
nessed him play at Brazilian
giants Fluminense, Flamen-
go, Palmeiras, Internacional,
Sport, Atlético Mineiro and
Grossembacher.

He also played at the Por-
tuguese club Nacional be-

tween 1989 and 1993.

On Thursday last week,
Uganda Premier League
defending champions Vi-
pers confirmed that Rober-
tinho had left his role, end-
ing his over-a-year stay at
Kitende. The Brazilian de-
parted 14 months into his
three-year contract, having
been appointed in August
2021.

At Vipers, he had a
hugely successful spell
where he guided the club
to the 2021/22 Uganda Pre-
mier League title and the
2020/21 Uganda Cup.

He also led the Vipers to
the 2022/23 CAF Champi-
ons League group stages

for the first time in the
club’s history.

At Simba, he has re-
placed caretaker coach
Juma Mgunda, who was put
in charge of the team fol-
lowing Zoran Maki’s exit in
September last year. Mgun-
da will remain as one of
the assistant coaches with
Selemani Matola.

Simba, second in the
league standings with 44
points from 19 games, are
chasing leaders and de-
fending champions Young
Africans.

Robertinho’s first league
fixture will be a home
game against Mbeya City
on January 17 at the Ben-
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Roberto Oliveira Gongalves do Carmo, alias Robertinho, after being introduced as Simba Sports Club head coachin Dar es Salaamyesterday.
(Agencies)
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jamin Mkapa National Sta-
dium.

However, Robertinho’s
immediate task would be
to defend the Mapinduzi
Cup title in the ongoing
tournament in Zanzibar.

The 56-year-old is ex-
pected to watch their next
Mapinduzi Cup match
against KVZ tomorrow
from the stands and take
charge of first-team train-
ing on January 14.

Caretaker boss Mgunda
received public backing
from fans and board mem-
bers to oversee first-team
matters through to the end
of the season but, with CAF
Champions League Group

‘ y

Stage coming next month,
efforts to sign a more expe-
rienced head coach were
revived.

The appointment of
Robertinho is in line with
the club’s belief that they
need a reputable coach
to steer them through the
forthcoming CAF Cham-
pions League where they
are pitted alongside Vipers
(Uganda), Raja Casablanca
(Morocco) and Horoya
(Guinea).

As far as media reports
are concerned, Robertinho
may be reunited with his
former striker Caesar Man-
zoki, who is a long-time
Simba target.

three quarters on Dec. 5, 2016.

Upanga SC plots Annadil Burhani downfall
in 2022 Gymkhana Shield tournament

By Guardian Corre-
spondent

AFTER a month-long
break, the 2022 Cello
Cello|Ruby’s Magic Gym-
khana Shield cricket
showdown is back in
action with Annadil
Burhani Club set to take
on Upanga SC in one of
the clashes slated for
this weekend.

A total of six crunch
games have been lined
up for the weekend with
all duels taking place at
Dar es Salaam Gymkha-
na Club venue.

Annadil Burhani Club
sitting fifth in Group
B will take on second-
placed Upanga SC in
the weekend’s opening
game that is set to be
played on Sunday.

Upanga SC led by Kish-
en Kamania will, on the
one hand, be out to over-
come Annadil Burhani
Club so the former can
put pressure on Group B
leader, Aruti Aces Club.

With Upanga SC boast-
ing a 1.5250 net run rate
after commanding vic-
tory in two clashes the
side has taken part in,
beating Annadil Burhani
Club will see the former
stay within reach of pro-
gression to the knockout
stage.

Annadil Burhani Club
will, on the other hand,
be banking on experi-

enced cricketers includ-
ing skipper Mustafa Luk-
manji, Abbas Adamiji,
Adnan Zariwala, and
Firoz Hatim Dahodwala
to spring a surprise on
Upanga SC.

Defeating Upanga SC
is a must for Annadil
Burhani Club if the latter
wishes to make its pres-
ence felt in the show-
down.

Annadil Burhani Club
that has posted one vic-
tory and defeat in three
duels has notched two
points to stay above bot-
tom-placed Dar Cricket
Club (DCC).

Pak Stars, now placed
third in Group A, will
confront second-placed
Shree Kutchi Leva Patel
Sports Center (SKLPSC)
that has been in fine
form in this tournament,
in the weekend’s other
tie.

Pak Stars that has sev-
eral reliable cricketers
that include Ivan Ismail
is set to come out with
all guns blazing seeking
to tame SKLPSC.

The youthful Ismail,
who had a tremendous
stint with Tanzania’s
national team in 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup Sub Regional Africa
Qualifier Group B held
in Rwanda, will be look-
ing to unleash his con-
fident form to see Pak
Stars take home a win.

The SKLPSC, having
notched a 17976 net
run rate from victory in
three ties and defeat in
one, is barely expected
to play second fiddle in
the encounter.

In-form SKLPSC crick-
eters including captain
Naran Vekariya, Athu-
man Siwa, Anil Pindori-
ya, Khalil Rehemtulla,
and Hassan Rahim have
a daunting task of keep-
ing Pak Stars’ perform-
ers at bay so their side
can prolong its impres-
sive run.

The third and last
game on Sunday will
be a Group A duel pit-
ting tournament hosts,

Gymkhana Cricket Club,
against GP outfit, with
the former looking for
their second win to stay
in the hunt for semi-final
spot.

Fourth-placed Gym-
khana Cricket Club that
has a -1.3054 net run
rate following victory in
one clash and loss in one
needs victory to scale up
the group’s standing.

The showdown’s
washed-out game be-
tween Aga Khan SC and
Upanga SC will be re-
played on January 12 at
8am, according to infor-
mation released by the
organizing committee.

Both teams are look-

ing to cement their op-
tions with key wins.

Another tie will pit
Pak Stars against Union
SC which has had a dif-
ficult tournament thus
far.

The day’s last game
will witness tournament
favourites Aruti Aces
Club confronting DCC.

A win for Aruti Aces
Club would confirm
the club as the Group B
leader and see the squad
progress to the semi-
finals.

The 2022 Cello|Ruby’s
Magic Gymkhana Shield
showdown, proudly
sponsored by Cello,
Ruby’s Magic, General

Upanga SC cricketers pose for a photo during 2022 CellolRuby’s Magic Gymkhana Shield
tournament’ tie against Lions Cricket Club which took place in Dar es Salaam last year. Photo:
Correspondent

ness, and Pepsi, is
played at the historic

ground of Dar es Salaam
Gymkhana Club.
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