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BUSINESS

By Correspondent James Kandoya

A new shariah compliant collective investment scheme has made its debut in Dar es Salaam, targeting to collect 10bn/- from the market in the next two months.
Dubbed “Alpha Halal Fund “, its pri-mary objective of the fund was to bas-ket ethical financial products within the prescribed territory that adhere to sharia’s principles, so as accommodates ethical and Islamic investors whose individual’s investment options in con-ventional markets are limited

Gerase Gwalisa, the Scheme CEO said that in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the official launching of the new invest-

ment scheme.
He said that an open ended collec-tive investment scheme focuses invest-ments only into ethical and sharia com-pliant financial products.

He said the scheme also focuses the East Africa community and the SADC regions adding that the fund shall ac-cept funds without the limitations of borders, but also only invest in ethical financial securities, specifically equities and sukuk bonds that adhere to sharia principles authentic outlines in the of-fer document.
Reports show Islamic finance is to-day a $3.9 trillion industry spread over more than 80 countries with the bulk of it concentrated in very few markets. 

New shariah compliant 
collective investment 
scheme targets 10bn/-

By Guardia Reporter

THE Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) recorded a turnover of 4.9bn/- in two first days of the week, with 1.2 million shares being traded on pre-arranged block trade among three counters.
The Monday’s daily market report show a total of 843,556 shares were traded in 274 deals, including 600,000 shares transacted through pre-arranged block trades on CRDB and NMB counters on Monday, while 918,695 valued 3.9bn/- were traded on Tuesday of which 620,000 traded on TCC counter through pre-arranged market board.

Top mover on Monday was CRDB Bank counter which transacted 670,033 shares valued 420m/-, traded at a price ranging from 620/- to 650/- per share in 180 deals. However, 500,000 shares were transacted through pre-

DSE records 4.9bn/- turnover in two days
strong financial performances during the first half of this year.

During the first half of this year, CRDB Bank, bank recorded a net profit of 274.9bn/-, of which 147bn/- were recorded during the sec-ond quarter, from a net profit of 179.9bn/- re-corded during the first half of last year.NMB Bank, the second largest in terms of assets and the most profitable recorded a net profit amounting to 314bn/- during the pe-riod of six months ended in June, compared to 262bn/- recorded during H1, 2023, pushing its earnings per share to 1,106/- from 1,048/- re-spectively.
“With these remarkable performances, both banks and expected to dominate the trad-ing activities in the coming weeks, potentially 

prompting a sell-off of other counters in favour of them. As more companies disclose their fi-nancials, we anticipate continued high activity in the market,” said Raphael Msumbuko, Chief Executive Officer, Zan Securities Limited.The Monday’s DSE daily report shows top gainer  during the opening of the week was CRDB Bank, which its share gained by 4.84 percent, after closing at 650/- on Monday, com-pared to 620/- at the end of last week, and Ju-bilee Holdings Limited ( JHL), which its share closed at 3,160/- from 3,120/- respectively.On Tuesday, CRDB Bank counter topped after its share price gained by 1.54 percent to 660/-, followed by EABL, which its share ap-preciated by 2.26 percent and JHL by 0.32 per-cent.

foreign exchange) regulations 2022 and the foreign exchange(listed se-curities) (amendment regulation 2014,restrictions  to the capital account have been lifted and for-eigners can now fully invest in Tan-zania listed securities, excluding treasuries for foreigners based in a territory other that EAC or SADC without limit.
Director Market Supervision and Investigation at the Capital Mar-ket and Securities (CMSA)   Exaud Julius said that the authority ap-proved an offer document to Alpha Capital Limited April this year after meeting the Collective Investment Schemes, Regulations 1997.

“I would like to inform you that Alpha Halal Fund has met the regu-lations, laws and guidelines of the collective investment scheme, ”he said.
In remarks, the Deputy Minister of State,      President’s office for planning and investment Stani-slaus Nyongo tasked CMSA to in-crease community awareness on financial literacy.

He said once the community is aware more people will invest through this kind of scheme add-ing tha concerted efforts were highly needed.
He said the government has con-tinued to improve the business en-vironment to enable the financial sector to prosper.

Comparing data from different sources shows that just 10 countries account for almost 95 per-cent of the world’s sharia compliant assets.The fund is also a diversification tool for inves-tors, historically, sharia’s compliant public com-panies are known to weather market cycles, a case in point is the 2008 financial crisis.“We have today opened the window for those who are interested to do so and will be closed Oc-tober 17 this year, ”he said.

He said the fund is open for participation by foreign investors and resident Tanzanians as well as those based offshore.
He said under the security markets and secu-rities (foreign investors regulation act of 2004, foreigners are free to deal in Tanzania’s primary and secondary markets for listed securities and only particularly in the secondary market for the government debt securities.

Under the banking and financial institutions( 

arranged block trade.
NMB Bank was second top mover, after recording the transactions of 104,833 shares valued 565.9m/- trad-ed at a price ranging from 5,300/- to 5,450/- in 24 deals, with 100,000 shares being traded through pre-arranged market board.

Afriprise counter, former TCCIA Investment Company Limited (TICL) was third top mover after recording the transactions of 64,412 shares val-ued 14.8m/- traded at a price ranging from 230/- to 235/- in 31 deals.
On Tuesday, the report shows TCC counter was top mover after re-cording the transactions of 620,000 

shares valued 3.7bn/- traded through pre-arranged block trade in four deals.
All TCC shares were sold by for-eign investors as their participation accounted for 94 percent of total value of shares sold.

The second top mover on Tues-day was CRDB bank counter, which recorded the transaction of 181,427 shares valued 119m/- traded at a price ranging from 640/- to 670/- per share in 251 deals.
Analysts expect increased move-ments of banking counters, spe-cifically CRDB Bank and NMB Bank, due to their recently announced 

By Frank Monyo

THE new comprehensive plan has been developed by local brewer to address the significant challenge of post-harvest crop loss faced by sorghum, corn, and barley farmers in the country. 
Alfred Balikagira, the Serengeti Breweries Limited (SBL) Supply Chain Director, highlighted that crop loss is a major challenge for farmers, with losses often ex-ceeding 30 percent. 

He said through its agricultural business depart-ment, the company has introduced best practices and technological solutions that have significantly reduced these losses, leading to improved yields for the farm-

ers. 
The company aims to reach farming communities across Tanzania, including regions such as Shinyanga, Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Manyara, Dodoma, Tabora, Irin-ga, Mara, Mwanza, and Kagera. 

The company will work with both small and large farmers in these regions, providing support through collaborations with various stakeholders including the Tanzanian government, agricultural input sellers, financial institutions, insurance providers, and NGOs like Sight Savers, which focuses on supporting farmers and young people with disabilities. He said the company will also collaborate with the Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) to pro-

duce high-quality and high-yielding seeds, including sorghum, maize, and barley as well as grain collectors and processors to ensure the grains reaching their fac-tory are of the highest quality, ready for processing, and generate more income for the farmers. According to him, the company has already trained and supported over 20,000 farmers across Tanzania, with a commitment to continuing this support as their business grows over the next decade. “The impact of these programs is evident in the im-proved crop yield, reduced losses, post-harvest yield improvement, accountability, and better stewardship of resources and the environment, as reported by the participating farmers,” he said. 

Looking ahead, he said, the approach is to contin-ue investing in and developing capacity-building and training programs to support farmers. As agriculture remains the backbone of Tanzania’s economy, he called on various partners, including government agencies, NGOs, industry stakeholders, agricultural institutions, input sellers, and insurance providers, to collaborate with them in developing sus-tainable agricultural capacity in Tanzania. Balikagira emphasized the importance of the ag-ricultural sector, which is the main focus of the fac-tory, with over 70 percent of the raw materials being sourced from more than 400 farmers within the coun-try. 

New plan unveiled to curb cereals’ post-harvest losses

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE trade volume be-
tween Tanzania and Paki-
stan has increased to US$301 
million in 2023 from US$224 
million recorded in 2022.

Pakistan High Commis-
sioner to Tanzania Siraj Ah-
mad Khan provided the sta-
tistics in Dar es Salaam on 
Monday, ahead of the coun-
try’s 78th Independence Day.

During 2022, Tanzania 
had a large net trade with 
Pakistan in the exports of 
Vegetable Products ($54.5M), 
Textiles ($31.9M), and Metals 
($7.87M), according to Ob-
servatory of Economic Com-
plexity (OEC) website. 

He said Pakistan has be-
come an important trading 
partner for Tanzania, par-
ticularly in textiles, electrical 
and electronics parts; indus-
trial products; machinery; 
bull-dozers and tractors.

The envoy said the estab-
lishment of a Tanzania-Pa-
kistan Business Council has 
facilitated closer commer-
cial ties, benefiting entre-
preneurs and businesses on 
both sides. 

“As our country celebrates 
78th Independence Day, to-
day, let us celebrate the en-

during friendship between 
Pakistan and Tanzania and 
renew our commitment 
to working together for a 
brighter and more prosper-
ous future for both coun-
tries. As both countries 
continue to progress and 
face new challenges in the 
21st century, I am confident 
that this partnership will be-
come stronger in the years to 
come,” he said.

Khan said that educational 
exchanges have also played a 
significant role in promoting 
people-people contacts.

He said Pakistan has been 
contributing towards the de-
velopment of health sector 
in Tanzania, adding that Pa-
kistani doctors and health-
care professionals have been 
playing their positive role in 
this regard.

The two countries are 
working to further enhance 
cooperation in the health 
sector, including in pharma-
ceuticals. 

Furthermore, Tanzanian 
students have always been 
welcomed in Pakistani uni-
versities and institutions, 
contributing to the knowl-
edge exchange between the 
two societies. 

“As Pakistan looks towards 
the future, it is important 

for both countries to con-
tinue to build on the strong 
foundation of friendship 
and cooperation that exists 
between them. The partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries has the potential to fur-
ther strengthen peace and 
stability in the region and to 
promote economic growth 
and prosperity for both na-
tions,” he said.

The envoy said Pakistan 
and Tanzania have also col-
laborated effectively on re-
gional and international plat-
forms, advocating for shared 
interests and concerns.

Both countries have a 
history of supporting each 
other’s positions on global 
issues, ranging from peace-
keeping efforts to climate 
change initiatives. Their 
alignment on these matters 
has bolstered their partner-
ship and reinforced their 
commitment to working to-
gether for a better world.

He said the two countries 
have maintained good coop-
eration in sharing expertise 
and technical know-how to 
assist and complement each 
other.

Also, Pakistan has pro-
vided institutional capacity 
building training programs 
to Tanzanian diplomats, 

Tanzania, Pakistan trade volume reaches $301m

bankers, railways, postal as well as armed forces officers.
Pakistan established its High Commission in Tanzania in 1967 and opening of commercial section has been approved by the govern-ment to enhance bilateral trade relations.

Other Pakistan’s exports to Tan-zania mainly include cement and rice, while imports of Pakistan from Tanzania mainly include tea, raw cotton, tobacco, edible oils and tanning materials and with a lot of potential to explore.

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE ride-hailing company is targeting to capi-talize opportunities brought by operationaliza-tion of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) from Dar es Salaam to Dodoma via Morogoro, by intro-ducing the services within the municipality.The local on-demand mobility firm announced the expansion to enhance connectivity and pro-mote economic growth, as the SGR will increase the mobility within the municipal as Morogoro is poised to become a key transit hub, attracting increased business activities and tourism. Dimmy Kanyankole, company’s general manag-er said: “We are thrilled to extend our services to Morogoro, a vibrant city with immense potential. The launch of the Standard Gauge Railway marks a new era of connectivity in Tanzania, and we are proud to play a part in this transformative jour-ney by offering our reliable and efficient trans-portation services to the people of Morogoro. We are also looking to provide economic opportuni-ties for drivers in the region thus contributing to local employment and economic growth.”The expansion to Morogoro is a testament to Bolt’s commitment to a continued push to ex-pand its market footprint within the country. Kanyankole said the company has already signed drivers up to the platform in Morogoro and is incentivizing passengers to use the plat-form by offering a 50percent discount on their first rides.
Other benefits to this expansion include en-hanced mobility through easy access to trans-portation, provision of safe and reliable trans-portation as well as stimulating local businesses and contributing to the economic development of Morogoro and its environs.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan with Pakistan High Commissioner to Tanzania Siraj Ahmad Khan

Ride-hailing firm enters Morogoro
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Maize: Agency to buy 40,000 
tonnes from northern regions

Top US embassy
official has peace
uppermost in key
Z’bar’s VP2 talks

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

DEPUTY US Ambassador Andrew 
Lentz has stressed the importance of 
maintaining peace and trust to alleviate 
existing fears, for the country to attain 
swift socio-economic development.

A State House statement here yester-
day said the envoy made the remarks in 
talks with the Zanzibar First Vice Presi-
dent, Othman Masoud Othman, focus-
ing on Zanzibar politics, the economy, 
development initiatives and preliminary 
impressions for the march towards the 
2025 general election.

The envoy was on familiarisation 
meetings with Zanzibar leaders, similarly 
holding discussions with a number of 
youth leaders in the Isles, who expressed 
concerns about potential drawbacks in 

TURN TO PAGE 2

the next general election.
He pledged to continue fostering co-

operation between the US, Zanzibar and 
the Union authorities, highlighting the 
importance of popular confidence in the 
peace and faith in institutions as the gen-
eral election approaches.

Tanzania and the United States have 
a long-standing relationship in various 
areas which include implementing de-
velopment projects, he said, underlining 
that the US was affirmative in its long-
term cooperation in the country’s devel-
opment priorities.

He pointed at healthcare, education, 
infrastructure development, good gov-
ernance and accountability in particular, 
praising Zanzibar for maintaining peace 

tasks of ensuring food adequacy, that peo-
ple get enough food at reasonable prices, 
he said.

The branch has also purchased 36,000 
tonnes of maize grains from farmers, he 
said, pointing at budget measures during 
the past three years enabling NFRA to buy 
enough maize. This assures farmers reli-
able markets for their produce, he stated.

Up to June 2024 the branch had suc-
ceeded in providing food assistance to 
families affected by natural disasters with-
in the zone, delivering at least 14 tonnes 
of maize for residents of Katesh in Hanang 
District, Manyara Region who were vic-
tims of a massive mudslide.

A total of 27 tonnes was distributed in 
Same District, Kilimanjaro Region, he 
said, noting that Hai District received 23 
tonnes, Moshi District 20 tonnes  and Siha 

By Guardian Reporter

VICE President Dr Philip Mpango has 
called for concerted efforts to address 
challenges facing education systems in the 
East African Community (EAC) zone, cit-
ing access to education, its quality, teach-
ing capacities, financing, learning and in-
tegrating recent technologies.

Dr Mpango made the call in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday when officiating at the 
opening of the EAC education confer-
ence, themed: “Educate an African Fit for 
the 21st Century,” examining collective 
action for quality, inclusive and life-long 
learning in East Africa. “It resonates with 
and underscores some of the pertinent is-
sues and challenges facing the region,” he 
stated.

Other issues include digitalization of ed- TURN TO PAGE 2

VP adopts optimistic tone as
EAC experts scan education
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By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Arusha

THE National Food Reserve Agency 
(NFRA) plans to purchase some 40,000 
tonnes of maize grains from farmers in the 
northern zone in the next harvesting sea-
son during fiscal 2024/25.

Andrew Kanyika, the NFRA northern 

zone manager, said in an interview here 
yesterday that so far the branch has distrib-
uted 23,000 tonnes of maize over a period 
of three years, affirming that the grain was 
marketed at reasonable prices to residents 
of Kilimanjaro, Arusha and Manyara.

The grain was marketed in response to 
prevailing scarcity, as part of the agency’s 

JKCI plans to 
train tourist 
agents in first 
aid delivery
By Correspondent Christina Mwakangale

THE Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac Institute 
( JKCI) has announced plans to train 
tourism service providers across the 
country on how to administer first aid to 
tourists who may suddenly fall ill while 
in the country.

Prof. Mohamed Janabi, a leading 
member of the JKCI board of trustees, 
unveiled this initiative in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday, explaining the upcoming 
‘CardioTan 2025’ heart specialists con-
ference scheduled to take place in Tan-
zania in April next year. The conference 
will host close to 1,000 heart specialists 
from over 40 countries within Africa 
and outside.

The conference, slated for Zanzibar, 
is meant to promote medical tourism 
and contribute to the government’s goal 
of reaching five million tourists in the 
country by 2030.

“This conference in Zanzibar is ex-
pected to attract global attention as 
Zanzibar is one of the most beautiful is-
lands in the world. JKCI contributes sig-

India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Bishwadip Dey, presents his letters of 
credence to President Samia Suluhu Hassan in Dar es Salaam on Monday. Photo: 
State House

The branch has set up five centres for coordinating 
grain purchasing as NFRA seeks to buy maize 
from farmers by ensuring the produce meets 

recommended standards

TURN TO PAGE 2

ucation systems and coping with emerg-
ing issues in education, like the develop-
ment of artificial intelligence and greening 
education.

An online entry says that the greening 
education partnership is a global initiative 
that takes a whole-of-system approach to 
support countries to tackle the climate 
crisis by harnessing the critical role of 
education.

“We must confront and overcome these 
challenges in the education sector and 
highlight the measures that Tanzania is 
taking in this regard,” he said, pointing 
out that East Africa, like the rest of Africa, 
has a very youthful population and shows 
some of the highest fertility rates in the 
world.

“This population structure and dynam-

The president has directed 
that significant resources 
be set aside to ensure that 
this reform package is im-
plemented successfully

Such skills would also help young people increase 
the value of the products they produce, including 
fish farming, as it has local and regional markets
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Agriculture ministry permanent secretary Gerald Mweli (2nd-R) symbolically hands over the Tanzania Plant Health and Pesticides Authority’s laboratory 
building at Kibaha in Coast Region yesterday to the chairman of the agency’s board of directors, Andrew Temu. Photo: Correspondent Julieth Mkireri 

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango exchanges greetings with East African Community Secretary General Veronica Nduva on arrival at the Arusha city venue 
of the inaugural East African Community Regional Educational conference yesterday. Photo: VPO

NEWS

nificantly to the national economy 
through medical care, and we will 
provide training on how to assist a 
tourist or local resident who sud-
denly falls ill,” he stated.

“We will offer training to drivers, 
hotel service providers and staff 
of the Tanzania Tourism Board, as 
time and every minute are crucial 
in saving a patient’s life,” he empha-
sised.

Dr Peter Kisenge, the JKCI execu-
tive director, said the conference 
will focus on discussing the treat-
ment of heart diseases using new 
artificial intelligence (AI) technol-
ogy.

“Heart disease rates are rising 
rapidly worldwide, with many los-

ing their lives. We have decided to 
invite experts from different coun-
tries. We will learn about treating 
conditions with AI, especially for 
patients suffering from strokes,” he 
said.

A number of research findings 
will be presented to share experi-
ence, where non-medical profes-
sionals will be put to basics on how 
to assist someone experiencing a 
sudden medical inconvenience, he 
said.

“Many of the doctors coming will 
not only attend the conference but 
will also take the opportunity to ex-
plore and enjoy the country’s attrac-
tions. This is a great opportunity for 
the country to boost its medical 
tourism image,” he added.
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JKCI plans to train tourist 
agents in first aid delivery

ics can be a huge blessing. It means 
that we will continue to have a 
young and dynamic population to 
build our economies,” he stated, 
underlining that if we harness our 
human resources fully, we will en-
joy the fruits of our youthful popu-
lation through what is called the 
demographic dividend.

“To enjoy the demographic divi-
dend, we must significantly invest 
in the education and health of our 
children. High fertility rates in our 
countries imply that we must set 
aside more resources, both finan-
cial and human; to cater to the ever-
expanding needs for quality educa-
tion and health,” he emphasized.

World Bank estimates indicate 
that Africa has the largest return on 
education compared to other con-
tinents, where for each additional 
year of schooling, the average earn-
ing of the youth rises by up to 14per-
cent, he said.

Unfortunately, in the EAC region 
and the entire Sub-Saharan Africa, 
education remains highly under-
funded, he affirmed, pointing at a 
recent World Bank index that gives 
a score reflecting the human capital 
attainment of a country, largely re-
flecting investment in education.

Using this index, Sub-Saharan 
Africa has the lowest score of all 
regions in the world, scoring an av-
erage of 0.4 compared to the global 
average of 0.57, he said, noting that 
in the EAC, six member states have 
a human capital index score falling 
below the 0.4 average score for the 
wider region.

“This is a very gloomy picture. It 
is also a call for action. Fortunately, 
there is a renewed focus on educa-
tion both globally and regionally. 
The 2022 Transforming Education 
Summit in New York, was an ini-
tiative in the right direction,” the VP 
declared.

“The 2024 Africa Year of Educa-
tion is a reminder of the urgent 
need for us to take action. In all of 
our efforts, we must remember that 
the challenges of education in Africa 
stem largely from under-investment 
in the sector, which makes it very 
difficult to offer quality education 
infused with the necessary skills to 
cope with population structure and 
dynamics, globalization and tech-
nological development.”

“The challenges that we are facing 
must inspire us to work harder. In 
Tanzania, the government has initi-
ated major reforms in the education 
sector to further promote access, 
improve quality and infuse neces-
sary skills into our youths.

“Currently, compulsory schooling 
in Tanzania is seven years. We have 
resolved that by the year 2027/28 it 
will be compulsory for each child to 
be in school for ten years.”

“Further, we have undertaken 
a major curriculum review to im-
prove the quality of education and 
also to take on board such develop-
ments as digital transformation and 
other new technological develop-
ments,” he said.

“Within the education system, we 
have divided secondary education 
into two streams, one focusing on 
general education and the other on 
vocational education. To this end, 
we will have some students who 
will graduate with both a secondary 
school certificate and also a voca-
tional training certificate.

“We are doing this to ensure that 
our education system offers suf-
ficient opportunities to those stu-
dents whose aptitude is more on 
skills, rather than just academic 
pursuit. We did this, cognisant of the 
fact that one of the impediments to 
attracting investments in our coun-
try is the lack of sufficient skills.”

He further asserted that these re-
forms will also involve more invest-
ment in education infrastructure 
like classrooms and teachers’ hous-
es, improvement in the teaching 
environment, improving the quality 
and quantity of teachers, and ensur-
ing availability of teaching aids and 
materials such as books and com-
puters.

The overall aim is to improve 
quality, expand access and ensure 
that education is relevant in this 
world of globalisation and rapid 
technological progress, he stated.

Educational reforms embarked 
upon will surely require massive fi-
nancial commitments, he affirmed, 
hailing President Samia Suluhu Has-
san is determined to ensure that 
the country forges ahead with this 
reform agenda.

The president has directed that 
significant resources be set aside 
to ensure that this reform package 
is implemented successfully, he 
added.

VP adopts optimistic tone as
EAC experts scan education
FROM PAGE 1

and tranquillity.
He said that peace is the corner-

stones for development, which the 
US will always cherish for the ben-
efit of Zanzibar people, while the VP 
highlighted the importance for the 
Isles government and political lead-
ers to build public trust.

This is vital as the nation ap-
proaches the upcoming general 
election, especially the need to 
avoid recurring disputes that have 
troubled Zanzibar during each elec-
tion period, he said.

He said that since the introduc-
tion of the multi-party system and 
the first pluralistic elections in Zan-
zibar in 1995 persistent election-re-
lated problems have surfaced, cre-

ating anxiety among the people and 
affecting democratic development 
and good governance.

 This puts peace at risk, he stated, 
emphasizing that with preparations 
starting for next year’s general elec-
tion, “now is an opportune time to 
build public trust by correcting the 
root causes of these recurring is-
sues,” he told the envoy.

Among the issues to be addressed 
is the need to reform procedures 
and laws governing the entire elec-
tion process in Zanzibar as recom-
mended, to ensure that the elector-

al process is free, fair and adheres 
to true democratic principles, he 
declared.

Leaders need to demonstrate 
genuine political will to deliver a 
free and fair election process and 
to contribute to the construction of 
a multi-party democracy, he said, 
noting that “such actions would 
confirm that leaders prioritize the 
establishment of genuine peace in 
the country.”

He similarly stressed the need for 
an education system that prepares 
young people with the knowledge 

and skills required to compete in 
the job market locally and outside.

Such skills would also help young 
people increase the value of the 
products they produce, including 
fish farming, as it has local and re-
gional markets, he said.

Collaboration between Zanzi-
bar and the United States has vari-
ous notable areas, including help-
ing Zanzibar reduce dependency 
on Mainland electricity, uplifting 
healthcare, road infrastructure and 
tourism sector development, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1 Top US embassy official has peace
uppermost in key Z’bar’s VP2 talks

District four tonnes, all distributed 
free of charge.

He said that maize farmers in 
the three regions need to market 
their produce at NFRA, noting that 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan has 
directed the agency to purchase 
grain at more attractive prices. The 
branch expects to lift its purchasing 
price to 700/- per kilo, from 650/- 
earlier.

The branch has set up five centers 
for coordinating grain purchasing 
as NFRA seeks to buy maize from 
farmers by ensuring the produce 
meets recommended standards, he 
specified.

The branch management was at 
the fore to ensure that enough food 

is purchased and properly reserved, 
ready and equipped to assist lo-
cal communities in times of need, 
while ensuring for food security in 
the vast zone and the country in 
general.

Currently, NFRA operates 72 pur-
chasing points across eight regions, 
namely Dodoma, Dar es Salaam at 
Kipawa, Njombe at Makambako, 
Songwe, Rukwa at Sumbawanga, 
Arusha at Babati, Shinyanga and 
Songea.

The second tier of grain purchas-
ing involves grain delivered in quan-
tities of 2,000 tonnes or more from 
large-scale traders, while the third 
tier includes buying from coopera-
tive societies where farmers aggre-
gate their produce, he added. 

Maize: Agency to buy 40,000 
tonnes from northern regions
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Addis Ababa

MPOX, the high infectious disease 
that used to be called monkeypox, 
has been declared a public health 
emergency in Africa by the conti-
nent’s top health body.

Scientists from the Africa Centres 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(Africa CDC) yesterday said they 
were alarmed by the speed at which 
a new strand of mpox has been 
spreading.

Since the beginning of the year, 
more than 13,700 cases and 450 
deaths have been recorded in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

The virus, which can cause lesions 
across the whole body, has spread 
to other African countries, includ-
ing Burundi, the Central African 
Republic (CAR) Kenya and Rwanda.

The declaration of a public health 
emergency will help governments 
co-ordinate their response and po-
tentially increase the flow of medi-

cal supplies and aid into affected 
areas. Health chiefs outside Africa 
will also be monitoring the situation 
to assess the risk of the outbreak 
spreading further.

On 29 July, the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control 
said the risk from the mpox virus 
was “very low” in Europe.

Mpox spreads from animals to hu-
mans and between people through 
close contact with someone who 
is infected - including through sex, 

skin-to-skin contact and talking or 
breathing close to another person.

It can cause symptoms such as fe-
ver, muscle aches and lesions across 
the body. If left untreated, mpox can 
be deadly.

There are two main strains of the 
virus known to exist. The milder one 
caused the global outbreak in 2022 
that affected Europe, Australia, the 
US and many other countries - and 
was mainly spread through sexual 
contact.

Mpox now declared public health emergency in Africa
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By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

OVER 250 scientists are 
expected to participate in the 
2nd International Society of 
Magnetic Resonance in Medicine 
(ISMRM) and the 4th Tanzania 
Neuroradiology Conference aimed 
at advancing understanding of the 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
field.

The conference dubbed: 
“Health Insights Through Imaging 
Innovations”, is scheduled to run 
from 19th to 20th of September 
this year in Dar es Salaam and will 
be preceded by a workshop from 17 
to 18.

Dr Lulu Fundikira, Tanzania 
Radiology Society (TARASO) 
President, said this at a press 
conference held at the Muhimbili 
University of Health and Allied 
Sciences (MUHAS) in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday, underlining 

the advantageous part of the 
conference to MRI technicians who 
will take precautions by adhering 
to strict protocols to ensure a 
safe environment for everyone 
involved.

“On the government’s support 
that has increased modern 
medical equipment in diagnostic 
and disease detection equipment, 
including MRI machines and CT 
scanners, as stakeholders, we also 
see the need to engage scientists 
in the upcoming conference to 
promote communication, research, 
development and applications in 
the field of magnetic resonance in 
medicine and biology,” she said.

According to her, the platform 
will provide experience-sharing 
opportunities and uncover key 
insights on the use of MRI.

Dr Mary Kamuzora, Chairperson 
of the ISMRM Local Organizing 
Committee, said the conference will 

engage ISMRM – African Chapter, 
TARASO, Tanzania Association of 
Radiographers (TARA); Association 
of Medical Engineers and 
Technicians Tanzania (AMETT), 
Federation of African Medical 
Physics Organization (FAMPO), 
MUHAS and the Ministry of Health 
through the Medical Radiology 
and Imaging Professionals Council 
(MRIPC) and the Department of 
Diagnostic Services.

“On the evening of the 19th of 
September 2024, we will have an 
entertaining moment, a fashion 
show “The Art of African MRI” 
for our professionals and other 
invited delegates that will aim at 
showcasing a fusion of MRI science 
and the African culture that will 
raise funds for young researchers 
and students in the field to attend 
such conferences in the future 
days.”

She further said that the 

conference is expected to be 
officiated by the Minister for 
Health Ummy Mwalimu on 20th 
September 2024.

ISMRM is a non-profit, scientific 
association whose purpose is to 
promote communication, research, 
development, and applications in 
the field of magnetic resonance in 
medicine and biology and other 
related topics. Its multidisciplinary 
membership of over 8,000 consists 
of clinicians, physicians, engineers, 
biochemists and technologists. 

The conference will also be 
dwelling on sub-themes such 
as medical imaging devices 
design and innovations, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and machine 
learning in medical design, 
improving healthcare with medical 
imaging, advancing understanding 
of health and disease, multimodal 
imaging and medical imaging 
accessibility.

Govt unveils new integrated 
adult education Programme
By Getrude Mbago

IN efforts aimed at transforming 
adult learning in the country, the 
government in collaboration with 
Germany-based DVV International, 
has unveiled a revised Integrated 
Community-Based Adult Education 
(ICBAE) Programme.

Originally developed in 1993 and 
implemented nationwide by the 
Ministry of Education, Science, 
and Technology in 1997, the ICBAE 
programme is a non-formal adult 
education initiative aimed at 
providing out-of-school youth 
and adults with access to basic 
education and skills development.

Speaking during the launch in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday, Monica 
Mpululu, assistant director of 
quality assurance at the Ministry 
of Education, Science, and 
Technology, said the programmes 
are designed to provide youth 
and adults who have not been 
able to finish school or have 
completed but have not received 
adequate education, access to 
basic education and opportunities 
for skills development based on 
current needs in the communities 
and labour market.

The key learning areas of the 
revised programme include 
literacy and post-literacy support, 
life skills, parenting and civic 
education, entrepreneurship and 
business skills, agriculture and 
livestock, health and nutrition, and 
pre-vocational skills development.

Mpululu highlighted that the 
new ICBAE framework adopts a 
competency-based curriculum 
that is learner-centred, demand-
driven, and fosters critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. It also 
incorporates topics on gender 
equity, inclusion, environmental 
awareness and digitalisation.

Frauke Heinze, DVV 
International regional director, 
noted that the two-day event will 
provide detailed information on 
the updated learning areas, the 
programme’s implementation 
framework and the positive 
impacts of community learning 
centres, which serve as hubs for 
lifelong learning and ICBAE service 
delivery.

She said that the initiative marks 
the beginning of a nationwide 
rollout and active engagement with 
various stakeholders, including 
ministries, donors and civil society.

Heinze also pointed out that 
adult education in Tanzania has 

been underfunded and neglected 
in recent years, with issues such as 
staff shortages at the district level 
and inadequate integration into the 
national reporting system.

Additionally, the content of the 
original ICBAE programme had 
not been reviewed or updated 
to reflect current socioeconomic 
development and learner needs.

To address the challenges, 
DVV International facilitated the 
formation of a national technical 
working group. The group, which 
includes representatives from the 
Ministry of Education, Science, and 
Technology, the President’s Office 
(Regional Administration and Local 
Government), the Institute of Adult 
Education, the Tanzania Education 
Network (TEN/MET), and the 
University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM), 
led a comprehensive review and 
update of the ICBAE programme 
guidelines.

The revised programme 
guidelines and new competency-
based learning components were 
developed based on research 
conducted by DVV International in 
collaboration with UDSM and the 
Institute of Adult Education.

German Ambassador to Tanzania 
Thomas Terstegen praised the 
initiative for its focus on local 
community engagement to address 
challenges and find solutions.

He expressed confidence 
that improved adult learning 
programmes will offer numerous 
opportunities and skills that 
contribute to the country’s 
development and sustainable 
livelihoods.

Michael Ng’umbi, Director of the 
Institute of Adult Education (IAE), 
thanked DVV International for 
its support in transforming adult 
education in the country.

He noted that the new 
programme and guidelines are 
expected to stimulate positive 
change in communities and 
enhance learning centres to meet 
the programme’s needs.

Jackson Mdima, Coordinator of a 
Community Learning Centre (CLC) 
in Hogoro Ward, Kongwa District, 
Dodoma Region, commended the 
initiative he said helps promote 
literacy and reduce poverty.

He called for continued 
coordinated efforts to expand 
access to alternative education 
and skills development, reaching 
more individuals in both rural and 
urban areas through adult learning 
centres.

Over 250 experts to gather in Dar 
to promote understanding of MRI 

By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

THE Prevention and Combating 
of Corruption Bureau (PCCB) has 
urged journalists, politicians and 
the general public to adhere to laws 
and regulations when carrying out 
their duties ahead of this year’s local 
government elections and the 2025 
general election.

The national anti-graft watch-
dog has stated that anyone found 
breaching the laws would face legal 
consequences.

Speaking at a one-day workshop 
for journalists held yesterday here, 
Kilimanjaro Regional PCCB com-
mander Musa Chaulo urged the 
groups to ensure that they conduct 
their activities professionally all the 
time.

In his presentation, titled “The 
Role of Journalists and the Media 
in Eradicating corruption ahead of 
this year’s local government elec-
tions and 2025 general election,” 
Chaulo emphasized the critical role 
of journalists as a bridge between 
the public and the anti-corruption 
body.

“As PCCB, our mandate is to inves-
tigate and combat corruption with-
in the country. We are dedicated 
to educating, researching, and ad-
dressing all forms of corruption to 
ensure sustainable social and eco-
nomic development,” he said.

He said that combating corrup-
tion is a collective responsibility 
involving all stakeholders, including 
journalists, government and private 

entities as well as the general public.
“Many community members trust 

information from the media. So, you 
have a significant role in educating 
and informing the public about how 
corruption and bribery hinder sus-
tainability of our country’s develop-
ment projects. This will help them 
support the government’s efforts to 
combat and eradicate corruption, 
particularly ahead of this year’s lo-
cal government elections and the 
upcoming general election,” he said.

Chaulo also highlighted several 
challenges faced by the PCCB such 
as difficulties with evidence gather-
ing, witness cooperation, interfer-
ence and tampering with informa-
tion.

He noted that some key witnesses 
either provide inaccurate informa-
tion or are reluctant to testify in 
court.

The PCCB commander added 
that the anti-graft body closely mon-
itors the conduct of politicians and 
the general public in the lead-up to 
the local government elections and 
the 2025 general election.

“I would like to remind politicians 
and the public that the PCCB is ob-
serving their conduct during the 
electoral process, including election 
campaigns, to ensure compliance 
with election laws,” he warned.

Bahati Nyakiraria, chairperson 
of the Media Club of Kilimanjaro 
(MeCKI) commended the bureau 
for organising the workshop which 
he said was beneficial to partici-
pants.

PCCB says vigilant
ahead of next polls 

By Guardian Reporter

IN a new drive to promote 
digital and science skills in the 
country, Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) has 
offered sponsorship to five pupils 
taking part in the Pan African 
Mathematics Olympiads (PAMO) 
competition in South Africa. 

The pupils left the country 
yesterday to participate in the 
seven-day competition taking place 
at the University of Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, from yesterday until 
next Tuesday.

Dr Jabiri Bakari, TCRA director 
general, told journalists in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday that the authority 
was determined to propagate 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICTs) and digital skills 
in Tanzania to build a digitally 
enabled nation. 

He appealed to pupils in the 
country to cultivate interest in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM) subjects as 
they constitute foundation for ICTs 
and digital competencies which are 
deployed in artificial intelligence and 
other global systems applications. 

He said pupils who take part 
in regional, continental, and 
international competitions not 
only add to their professional skills 
but also promote the image of the 
country in international platforms. 

Pupils from Tanzania Mainland 
and Zanzibar who departed 
yesterday from the Julius Nyerere 
International Airport in Dar es 

Salaam to South Africa are Ambrose 
George Rutashobya from Iyunga 
Technical Secondary School, 
Ilham Abdalla Awadhi from Feza 
Secondary School-Zanzibar, 
Mwanaarab Said Mbwana from 
Lumumba Secondary School-
Zanzibar, Stella Ludan Maliti from 
Marian Girls’ Secondary School, and 
Zakaria Mataiga Mwita from Azania 
Secondary School. 

According to Dr Said Sima, 
Chairman of the Mathematical 
Association of Tanzania (MAT) 
based at the University of Dar es 
Salaam who are country organisers 
of PAMO competition, the five 
pupils emerged winners out of a 

total of 812 from different schools 
in Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar 
who participated in a national 
mathematics competition a few 
months ago.

Patron of the Faculty of 
Mathematics at UDSM Dr Sylvester 
Rugeihyamu said that they looked 
for sponsors from different 
institutions both government and 
private but in vain.  

 “We would have not been able to 
send our country’s representatives 
to participate in the PAMO 
competition in South Africa were 
it not for TCRA offering return air 
tickets,” he said, appealing to other 
organisations to emulate TCRA.

TCRA sponsors five pupils to take 
part in African maths competition 

NMB Bank’s Head of Human Resources, Joanitha Rwegasira (L) welcomes Ridhiwani Kikwete (R), Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Labour, Youth, Employment and Persons with Disability), to the bank’s pavilion at the venue of the climax of International Youth Day celebrations 
held in Dodoma city on Monday. The bank was one of the main sponsors of the event. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

Dr Mary Kamuzora (2nd-L), Chairperson of the International Society of Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM), briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday on the Second International ISMRM and Fourth Tanzania Neuroradiology Conference scheduled to be held in the city this September 19 and 
20. Right is Tanzania Radiology Society resident Dr Lulu Fundikira. Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke
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ADVERTISMENT - EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Job Title  Health, Safety and Environment Officer
Company  Zambia Cargo and Logistics Limited
Department Human Resource Management
Vacancies 1
Posted on 14/08/2024
Last date 21/08/2024

About us
Zambia Cargo and Logistics Limited (ZCLL) is a freight and forwarding service provider wholly owned by the 
Government of Republic of Zambia under the Industrial Development Corporation in Lusaka, Zambia
               
Location: Dar es Salaam 
Job Purpose: ZCLL is seeking a qualified and experienced Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) Officer to join our 
team. The successful candidate will play a crucial role in ensuring that our operations comply with all safety, health, 
and environmental regulations.

Responsibilities for the Role
• Develop and enforce HSE policies and procedures.
• Conduct regular safety audits and risk assessments.
• Investigate accidents, incidents, and near-misses, and implement corrective actions.
• Provide safety training to employees and management.
•  Ensure compliance with local HSE regulations.
• Assists in responding to and investigating concerns/complaints from workers/employers and assists in taking 

appropriate action
• Assists in carrying out industrial hygiene surveys
• Assists in carrying out inspections of workplaces and takes necessary action to ensure compliance.
• Assists in the establishment of workplace safety and health committees.

Minimum Acceptable Qualifications: 
• Bachelor’s degree in Occupational Health and Safety, Environmental Science, or related field.
• Minimum 5  years of experience in a similar role.
•  Knowledge of HSE legislation and best practices.
• Strong analytical and problem-solving skills.
• Experience in logistics will be added advantage 

1. How to Apply:
1. Send the cover letter and your email subject must read “Application for “Health, Safety, and Environment Officer”

2. Attach your CV and copies of your certificates to recruits@zamcargo.co.tz

Deadline for application: 21st August  2024. 

Note: Only shortlisted candidates who meet the criteria shall be contacted.
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Ports Authority 
(TPA) has contributed 261m/- to 
renovate and upgrade dialysis 
unit for kidney patients at Temeke 
Regional Referral Hospital in Dar es 
Salaam.

Of the total donation, 251m/-
was allocated for renovation of 
buildings while 10m/- was used 
to purchase 20 wheelchairs and 
additional medical equipment.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday, Temeke District 
Commissioner Sixtus Mapunda, 
expressed gratitude to TPA for the 
support.

He said that the authority cares 
deeply about the community and 
encouraged other institutions to 
emulate this example. 

“I thank the Ministry of Transport 
through TPA for dedicating funds 
for the renovation of this building to 

improve dialysis services at Temeke 
Hospital,” he said.

He added that the government 
has invested significantly in the 
health sector, but still needs and 
values various contributions from 
stakeholders, including TPA, to 
improve infrastructure and acquire 
medical equipment.

“The government prioritizes 
improving healthcare services and 
TPA’s support plays a crucial role 
in this effort,” he said, expressing 
gratitude to TPA for backing 
government’s health sector 
improvements.

“We sincerely thank TPA for 
supporting the government’s 
initiatives to improve health sector 

which impacts people’s lives,” he 
said.

He noted that TPA’s donation came 
at a crucial time due to high service 
demand. The hospital treated 9,566 
patients with non-communicable 
diseases in 2022/2023, rising to 
11,175 in 2023/2024, marking a 14.4 
percent increase.

Dr Mapunda said that causes 
of non-communicable diseases 
include poor diet, excessive salt and 
sugar intake, tobacco use, excessive 
alcohol consumption and lack of 
physical exercise. “To combat these 
diseases, the government is focused 
on increasing public education and 
awareness to prevent and manage 
these conditions and encourage 

regular medical check-ups and 
exercise,” he said.

He added that the Ministry of 
Health plans to equip all regional 
referral hospitals with the capacity 
to provide dialysis services to bring 
the services closer to the people.

Abed Gallus, TPA General Cargo 
Manager, said that the donation 
was motivated by the hospital’s 
urgent needs and aimed to support 
government efforts effectively.

Dr Joseph Kimaro, medical 
officer in charge of the hospital, 
thanked TPA for the support, 
stating that construction of a new 
dialysis building was driven by 
the increasing number of kidney 
patients which totalled 412 in 2023.

TPA donates 261m/- for renovating, 
buying medical tools at Dar hospital

Stanbic Bank’s affluent express manager, Irene Bizere (R), briefs children in Dar es Salaam at the weekend on services on offer for the bank’s special 
customers. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has officially 
launched the National Youth 
Development Policy to help 
streamline youth affairs in the 
country, expressing commitment 
to supporting young people achieve 
their goals.

Speaking during the launch in 
Dodoma yesterday, Minister of 
State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Labour, Youth, Employment and 
Persons with Disabilities) Ridhiwani 
Kikwete said engaging and uplifting 
youth is a strategic investment in the 
country’s future stability, prosperity 
and growth.

He noted that the government 
recognises the vital role of young 
people in society and their 
contributions to development and 
that is why it came up with the 
policy.

He said the policy aims to 
empower youth and promote the 
use of technology in fostering an 
inclusive digital economy.

One of the key features of the 
policy is the establishment of the 
National Youth Council, which will 
serve as a platform for discussing 
youth challenges and exploring 
solutions.

Kikwete said that the policy 
addresses the long-standing desire 
of the youth for recognition of 
their contributions to national 
development.

“The National Youth Council will 
provide an opportunity for youths 
to discuss their issues and develop 
joint solutions to their challenges,” 
he said.

The policy launch coincided with 
the celebration of the International 
Youth Day in Dodoma.  This year’s 
International Youth Day theme, 
‘From Clicks to Progress: Youth 
Digital Pathways for Sustainable 
Development,’ underlines the 
vital role that digital innovation 
plays in advancing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

International Youth Day is 
designed to acknowledge their 
potential and achievements while 
also addressing the challenges they 
face.

Under the new policy, innovations 

by youth in various sectors—
including technology, arts, sports, 
agriculture and livestock—will be 
recognised and nurtured.

According to the minister, 
engaging and uplifting youth is 
crucial for several reasons, all 
of which have significant long-
term implications for a society’s 
development and stability.

Kikwete said that youth represent 
the future labour force, adding that 
investing in their education, skills 
and wellbeing ensures that they are 
prepared to contribute effectively 
to the economy. This helps in 
sustaining economic growth and 
addressing future labour market 
demands.

Regarding youth economic 
empowerment, the minister 
reported that in the 2023/24 
financial year, the government 
disbursed 1.2bn/- to 57 youth 
groups as soft loans through the 
Youth Fund.

Speaking on behalf of the youth, 
Charles Reuben, called for greater 
involvement in decision-making 
processes to ensure full engagement 
in planning and development 
projects.

He called for improved youth-
friendly health services, a 
conducive business environment 
and better access to capital to help 
more young people contribute to 
economic development.

He also suggested that increasing 
access to digital services by reducing 
the cost of digital gadgets would be 
beneficial to young people.

Earlier, Ambassador of 
Switzerland to Tanzania Didier 
Chassot acknowledged the 
government’s commitment to 
engaging youth in development 
initiatives.

Govt launches youth policy, 
prioritises digital economy  

By Getrude Mbago

THE Tanzania Association of 
Physically Handicapped People in 
Tanzania (Chawata) has appealed 
to the government to conduct 
inspections in companies and 
institutions to ensure that they 
comply with the country’s laws 
on hiring people with disabilities 
(PwDs).

The association specifically urges 
the Labour Commissioner to take 
immediate legal action against 
those who do not comply.

Speaking during a meeting 
which brought together PwDs, 
development stakeholders and 
ward councillors from Dar es Salaam 
Region on Monday, CHAWATA 
Chairman Hamad Komboza said 
that despite ongoing efforts, many 
public and private institutions still 
do not adhere to the set laws and 
regulations.

He noted that PwDs face many 
barriers when it comes to equal 
opportunities for employment and 
the majority rely on informal sector 
work, such as self-employment and 
small businesses. 

He said Persons with Disabilities 
Act Number 9 of 2010; Section 31 
requires that employers with more 
than 20 workers to have at least 3 
percent of their employees to be 
persons with disabilities.

“Despite the presence of legal 
frameworks that encourage 
employment of persons with 
disabilities, inclusive legislation has 
not been implemented effectively 
with many firms not complying 
with it,” he said.

The event was organised by Stella 
Ikupa, a Special Seats legislator and 
founder of IKUPA Trust Fund (ITF) 
and supported by the Foundation 
for Civil Society (FCS).

He further called on the 
government to provide free health 
insurance for PwDs to improve 

access to quality medical services.
MP Ikupa acknowledged efforts of 

the government and stakeholders 
to address various challenges facing 
PwDs, including plans to increase 
the number of qualified teachers 
for this group.

“For instance, the government is 
addressing the shortage of qualified 
teachers by ensuring institutions 
offer sign language training and 
special education,” she said.

“This commitment extends 
beyond education to other sectors 
such as health. We appreciate the 
steps being taken and believe that 
the government will continue to 
address our challenges. Patience is 
needed.”

Nasim Losai, FCS head of 
programmes suggested that the 
Vision 2050 preparation should 
include the development of digital 
environment to assist PwDs in 
making informed decisions, 
accessing accurate information 
and participating in development 
processes.

She emphasized that enhancing 
digital capabilities would 
also support their economic 
empowerment.

Chawata asks govt to compel 
employers to engage PwDs

Augustine Vuma (L, facing camera) , Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Investments, pictured in Dodoma city yesterday 
presiding over a meeting of the committee deliberating on a report by the Treasury Registrar’s Office on National Social Security Fund and Public 
Service Social Security Fund investments. Photo courtesy of National Assembly

By Guardian Correspondent

THE Muhimbili National 
Hospital (MNH) executive director 
Prof Mohamed Janabi yesterday 
announced an offer for 10 patients 
in need of kidney transplant to 
come forward and receive the 
service.

Prof Janabi said that the initiative 
comes after the hospital received 
funding from the government and 
that the transplant procedures will 
take place soon if 10 donors also 
come forward.

Speaking to reporters in Dar 
es Salaam on the occasion to 

mark World Organ Donation Day 
2024, Prof Janabi said: “This is 
the second phase of beneficiaries 
of the President’s fund, with 12 
patients already having undergone 
transplant.”  “Firstly, we need 
donors to come forward to donate 
kidneys for 10 patients. Tanzania is 
one of nine countries in Africa out of 
54 that perform kidney transplant. 
We should eat more vegetables 
and fruits to avoid kidney diseases. 
Elephants live long on a diet of only 
grass.”

Dr Jonathan Mngumi, MNH head 
of kidney unit, said that men are the 
leading donors for kidney patients, 

with 70 percent of the 102 donors 
being male.

He noted that kidney donors 
at the hospital are aged between 
21 and 70, and age is not a barrier. 
Donors must be related up to the 
fourth degree, including cousins. 

“All 102 donors in the country 
are safe. Donating a kidney is 
safe. Donors must be related up 
to the fourth degree, and their 
relationship with the patient will be 
confirmed through genetic testing,” 
he said.

He also mentioned that before a 
transplant, there must be valid legal 
documentation, and the committee 

responsible for kidney issues must 
review and approve the request.

“MNH has approximately 70 
dialysis machines, with 14 of them 
located at Mloganzila. Seven 
percent of the population suffers 
from kidney diseases in the country. 
Dialysis is costly and is typically 
performed at least twice a week, 
with about 5,000 dialysis sessions 
per month for kidney patients.

Among the causes of kidney 
disease are high blood pressure, 
which can damage the kidneys if 
uncontrolled, type 2 diabetes linked 
to poor lifestyle and nutrition, and 
misuse of pain medications, he said.

World Organ Donation Day: MNH appeals for 10 kidneys
Despite the 
presence of legal 
frameworks 
that encourage 
employment of 
persons with 
disabilities, 
inclusive 
legislation has not 
been implemented 
effectively with 
many firms not 
complying with it

The National Youth 
Council will provide 
an opportunity for 
youths to discuss 
their issues and de-
velop joint solutions 
to their challenges
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NAIROBI

KENYA Aviation Workers Union (KAWU) has said 
that it will go on strike from next Monday over plans to 
lease Jomo Kenyatta International Airport to a private 
operator.

The industrial action would likely cause significant 
disruption to national carrier, Kenya Airways, and 
operations at the airport which is a key African travel 
hub.

KAWU, which represents airport workers, said the 
proposed deal announced last month with India’s Adani 
Airport Holdings would result in job losses.

It has called on the government to scrap the deal 
which it sees as the “unlawful intended sale” of the 
airport.

The government, however, said the airport was not 
for sale and that it had not decided whether to go ahead 
with what it described as a “public-private partnership” 
to upgrade the hub.

Kenya Airports Authority said the investment 
proposal includes a second runway and upgrades to the 
passenger terminal.

It hopes that a resolution with the union can be 
reached through negotiation.

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma 

THE Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
through its Kigoma-based Kihinga centre is working to 
expand oil palm plantation in the country to increase 
edible oil producing capacity.

Currently, there are around 500,000 hectares 
suitable for cultivation of edible oil raw crops in the 
country, but only eight percent of the hectares is being 
utilized by local farmers.

Dr Fison Kagimbo, director of TARI Kihinga Centre 
which is designated for research and development 
of oil palm crop in Tanzania, told this writer in an 
interview yesterday that the centre was working on 
efforts to sensitize more farmers and investors to open 
plantations.

To help attain the vision, he said the centre, through 
support from the government, was implementing a 
project for mass production of improved seedlings for 
the crop, coded Tenera.

“Since we ventured into production of the improved 
seedlings, the centre has managed to produce a total 
of 16.8 million seedlings and out of the number, at least 
14.4 million have already been distributed to farmers 
across the country,” he said.

“And out of the distributed seedlings, over 3.1 million 
have been planted on a total of 60,000 hectares, mostly 
in Kigoma as well as other regions where the crop 
flourishes.” 

He said that the improved seedlings have been 
distributed to farmers in all eight municipal councils 
in Kigoma Region and 31 councils outside the region, 
bringing the number of beneficiary municipal councils 
to 39 across the country.

Dr Kagimbo added that the centre was continuing 
to sensitize more farmers to chip in and engage in 
production of the crop, the initiative which is expected 
to improve livelihoods of farmers.

Thanks to the initiative, he said demand for the 
seedlings has been soaring, especially in Kigoma, 
Mbeya, Morogoro and Coast regions.

However, he said that at least 90 percent of the oil 
palm trees in the country are old, and with low oil 
content, hence need to be uprooted and replaced with 
new improved ones for increased productivity and 
cash for farmers.

“We produce and disseminate to farmers the 
new hybrid seedlings to enable them establish new 
plantations with high production and yield,” he said.

Research centre in 
drive to expand oil 
palm production

Kenya aviation 
workers to strike 
over deal with 
Indian company

It has called on the government to scrap the deal 
which it sees as the “unlawful intended sale” of 
the airport

Since we 
ventured into 
production of 
the improved 
seedlings, the 
centre has 
managed to 
produce a total 
of 16.8 million 
seedlings and out 
of the number, at 
least 14.4 million 
have already 
been distributed 
to farmers across 
the country

Bishop Liberatus Sangu (L) of the Shinyanga Diocese of the Catholic Church engaged in a conversation in Mwanza city yesterday with Mwanza regional commissioner Said 
Mtanda, chiefly on the  upcoming inauguration of the Bariadi Diocese. Photo: Vitus Audax
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By Special Correspondent, 

Johannesburg 

COMMUNITIES worldwide 
celebrated World Elephant 
Day (WED) on Monday, raising 
awareness about the protection of 
elephants from various threats.

At the Adventures with Elephants 
reserve in Bela Bela, South Africa, 
an annual event showcases a herd 
of rescued elephants as they graze 
and cool off by the water under the 
hot sun.

The managing director Sean 

Hensman said elephants faced huge 
pressure on their habitat.

“I think it’s just a day to celebrate 
elephants in general and think about 
the bigger picture when it comes 
to their conservation. Elephants 
are under huge pressure from a 
perspective of land. So, human 
populations are exploding. Africa 
is due to double its population to 
about 3 to 4 billion people by 2050, 
and land for elephants is definitely 
decreasing.”

Elephant handler David Mupupu 
stated that the population of 
African elephants has significantly 
decreased since 1920.

“If you look at 1920, in Africa 
alone we had 4 million elephants 
and today, only 400,000 are left, 
which is a 90 percent decrease in 
the numbers. So we have to take 
care of our elephants.”

He added: “We have to take care 
of our elephants.”

The World Elephant Day 

Society reports that African and 
Asian elephants are increasingly 
endangered by poaching and 
habitat destruction.

The organisation intends to 
collaborate with other conservation 
groups to implement effective 
policies that will combat poaching 
and protect the habitats of these 
animals.

World Elephant Day was 
established in 2012 and is celebrated 
every year on August 12.

KINSHASA

ZAMBIA and DR Congo agreed 
to reopen their border on Monday 
after resolving a trade dispute 
between the countries that led to 
Zambia closing the border over at 
the weekend.

“The Zambian party informed 
the Congolese party that the 
border will be reopened, to allow 
the free movement of people and 
goods between the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and the Republic 

of Zambia,” said the ministers of 
commerce of the two countries in a 
joint statement.

Zambia’s commerce, trade and 
industry minister Chipoka Mulenga 
had met with Congolese officials in 
Lubumbashi near the border.

Zambia announced on Sunday 
it had closed its border with its 
northern neighbour after DRC 
imposed a ban on the import of soft 
drinks and beer from Zambia. That 
resulted in protests by Congolese 
truckers near the border town of 

Kasumbalesa. Zambian business 
groups also criticized the ban.

The Zambian Association of 
Manufacturers said it could set a 
“dangerous precedent for future 
trade relations.”

Zambia’s decision to shut its 
border threatened Congo’s ability 
to export its minerals. Landlocked 
Congo has huge gold, copper and 
cobalt reserves in its mineral-rich 
east. Much of it passes through 
Zambia on its way to the coast for 
shipping.

Congo is by far the world’s biggest 
producer of cobalt, which is in 
high demand and used in batteries 
that power electric vehicles, 
smartphones and computers. 
Zambia is also a key gateway for 
Congo’s imports.

Congo’s trade ministry said it had 
not received a formal complaint 
from Zambia before the border 
was closed and questioned the 
move. It said it hoped the talks in 
Lubumbashi would result in “a 
lasting solution.”

Zambia, DRC reopen border after resolving trade dispute

MAPUTO

MOZAMBIQUE has reached an 
important milestone in malaria 
prevention among children with the 
introduction of the R21 vaccine which 
will help reduce malaria cases and 
save thousands of children’s lives each 
year.

In Africa, one child dies from 
malaria every minute according to the 
World Health Organization.

Through Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, and co-financing from the 
government of Mozambique, the 
country has received about 800,000 
malaria vaccine doses.

They will be deployed to vaccinate 
around 300,000 children through the 
Mozambique’s Expanded Program on 
Immunization.

The vaccine will be distributed in 22 
districts in Zambezia province.

It will be administered in a 4-dose 
schedule, with the first dose covering 
children aged 6 to 11 months.

“The malaria vaccine, which is 
being rolled out initially in Zambezia 
today, is one of the latest approaches 
in the fight against the disease,” said 
Dr Armindo Tiago, Minister of Health.

“The choice of Zambezia as the 
launch site is due to the high burden 
of the disease in the province. The 
vaccine will be administered in four 
doses with the aim of reducing the 
severe malaria illness and death.”

The World Health Organization is 
recommending the R21 vaccine as 
being safe and effective.

That is especially when provided in 
childhood immunization program.

The Vaccine has been found to 
reduce over half of malaria cases 
(as high as 66 percent) in children 
during the first year of follow-up 
and prolonged protection with the 
fourth dose of vaccine. This vaccine 
represents an advancement for child 
health, disease control and reduction 
of child mortality.

In Mozambique, malaria endemic, 
with a prevalence of 32 percent in 
under 5 children.

“The introduction of the malaria 

vaccine into Mozambique’s childhood 
vaccination programme is a historic 
event because it is the result of research 
and trials carried out by Mozambican 
scientists in Mozambique that led to 
the development of the first vaccine 
of its kind, the RTS,S vaccine.

This pioneering work laid the 
foundations for the World Health 
Organization to recommend the RTS, 
S and R21 vaccines for childhood 
immunization from 2021,” Dr Severin 
von Xylander, WHO Representative in 
Mozambique

The introduction of the malaria 
vaccine in Mozambique brings to 
11 the number of countries on the 
African continent to offer malaria 
vaccines, with eight countries 
providing RTS,S and three offering R21 
as part of childhood immunization 
programme.

The wider malaria vaccine 
rollout is expanding access to more 
comprehensive prevention against 
the disease.

Malaria continues to be a huge 
health challenge in the African region, 
which is home to 11 countries that 
bear approximately 70 percent of the 
global malaria burden.

The region accounted for 94 
percent of global malaria cases and 95 
percent of all malaria deaths in 2022, 
according to the 2023 World Malaria 
Report.

In additional to the vaccine, 
efforts must continue to increase 
the coverage and use of insecticide-
treated nets.

Only 57 percent of households 
in Mozambique have at least one 
insecticide-treated net.

Gavi, UNICEF, WHO and other 
partners are supporting the country’s 
Ministry of Health in the preparation, 
acceptance and introduction of the 
malaria vaccine.

The support ranges from 
developing vaccine implementation 
plans, communication strategies, 
conducting health professional 
training and community engagement, 
and ensuring sufficient cold chain 
capacity. 

Mozambique unveils R21 vaccine to 
prevent children against malaria 

FREETOWN

AFTER decades of seeking a bigger 
voice in the United Nations’ most 
powerful body, Africa “cannot wait 
any longer,” Sierra Leone’s president 
told the Security Council on Monday.

Chairing a meeting that his country 
convened, President Julius Maada 
Bio pressed a longstanding bid for 
African countries to get more council 
seats, including two permanent and 
potentially veto-wielding spots.

“The time for half-measures and 
incremental progress is over. Africa 
must be heard, and its demands 
for justice and equity must be 
met,” Bio said, calling his continent 
the “unquestionable victim” of 
an imbalanced, outdated and 
unrepresentative Security Council 
structure.

It wasn’t the first time the council 
has heard calls for expanding and 
reshaping its membership — and 
African countries aren’t the only ones 
that want more representation. While 
there’s a general sense that the council 
needs to change, discussions have 
bogged down over differences on 
how much to expand the group, what 
countries to include and what powers 
it should have.

But Bio’s presence put an 
exclamation point on the issue 
ahead of a U.N. “Summit of the 
Future” and the annual General 
Assembly gathering of presidents, 
prime ministers and monarchs. 
Both gatherings are scheduled next 
month.

Some countries are hoping for 
momentum from the summit, which 
is meant to generate a wide-ranging 
new vision of what international 
cooperation should look like in 
this century. The latest draft of the 
summit’s potential “Pact for the 
Future” terms Security Council 
reform a priority and pledges an 
“ambitious” result, with specific 
language still to come.

“We are sure it is a matter of time. 
Because the gatekeepers will find 
it difficult to let us in,” Bio said at a 
news briefing Monday, but “we have a 
genuine and compelling case.”

Set up in 1945 to try to maintain 
peace in the wake of World War II, the 
Security Council can levy sanctions, 

deploy peacekeeping missions and 
otherwise pass resolutions that are 
legally binding, if sometimes ignored.

Its composition reflects the post-
war power structure, and a time when 
most of Africa was under European 
control.

The United States, Russia, China, 
Britain and France are permanent, 
veto-wielding members. Ten other 
seats — originally six, until a 1965 
expansion — go to countries that 
get two-year council terms, without 
veto power. The broader General 
Assembly elects them by region, with 
three seats for Africa.

African countries, and many others, 
have argued that the arrangement 
shorts the continent with the world’s 
fastest-growing population, now at 1.3 
billion. The continent’s 54 countries 
make up 28 percent of the U.N‘s 
member states. Five of the U.N.’s 11 
current peacekeeping operations 
are in Africa, as are four of the top 10 
countries in terms of sending troops.

The African Union, a regional group, 
has called for two additional elected 
seats — yielding a total of five — and 
two permanent ones for countries on 
the continent.

The permanent seats, in particular, 
must “be urgently addressed,” 
Namibia’s foreign minister, Peya 
Mushelenga, told the council on 
Monday.

Any changes to the council’s 
composition would be up to the 
General Assembly, which has held 
negotiations for years. Assembly 
President Dennis Francis said 
Monday that Africa is “manifestly 
underrepresented” on the council 
and that the status quo is “simply 
wrong.”

But the U.N’s member countries 
have floated many different ideas for 
changing the council, and any move to 
accommodate Africa would likely stir 
pressure to consider other proposals. 
The United States, for instance, backs 
adding permanent seats for countries 
in Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, among others.

“Let’s stop admiring the problem 
here. We need to move to solutions,” 
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, whose prior postings 
include multiple African countries, 
told the council.

Sierra Leone’s president uses UN Security 
Council post to urge more seats for Africa

BIZARRE COMBINATION: Business kiosks, congested kitchen running on cooking gas, heap of garbage, notice on presence of public toilet and bathroom 
nearby, etc., all available at the same spot… Roving correspondent Sabato Kasika witnessed this spectacle at in Dar es Salaam city’s Mikocheni suburb 
yesterday.

Empty 20-litre plastic drums being moved in such style at a Ubungo-Kibo section of a Dar es Salaam road yesterday that one would think the tricycle 
rider would not have benefited from knowing what kind of traffic was behind him, at least for his own safety…. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

WED: Advocating for future of elephants
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Arinze Chijioke

T
HIS year’s edition of 
the Reporters Without 
Borders’ World Press 
Freedom Index shows 

that politicians in Tanzania own or 
influence many media outlets in the 
country.

It adds that privately run 
newspapers in the country tend to 
rely on the government for funding, 
receiving between 40 and 80 per 
cent of their income from state 
advertising.

Media outlets that don’t produce 
content in line with the government 
can have resources evaporate and, 
as a result, struggle to stay afloat 
and meet their financial obligations.

This reliance on governmental 
support for sustainability has 
undermined newsrooms’ editorial 
independence and ability to hold 
those in power accountable, 
leading to a decline in investigative 
journalism in particular.

A long-serving publisher and 
editor is quoted as having said 
that at times journalists may find a 
big story but they fall well short of 
digging it out.

Journalists are underpaid and 
media outlets struggle to fund 
investigative journalism, which is 
regarded as luxurious, he said.

In an effort to improve the state 
of journalism in the country, a team 
of media practitioners and human 
rights advocates came together 
and created the Tanzania Media 
Foundation (TMF) in 2015. An 
offshoot of what was known as the 
Tanzania Media Fund, for almost a 
decade now TMF has worked with 
the goal to help newsrooms produce 
quality investigative reporting.

TMF executive director Dastan 
Kamanzi says the foundation runs 
various training sessions meant 
to build journalists’ investigative 
reporting skills, adding that they 
also help media outlets improve 
their financial sustainability.

Deodatus Mfugale, identified as 
one of TMF’s founders, meanwhile 
said: “Our focus is the internal 
environment of the media because 
we believe that if the organisations 
have strong internal systems and 
journalists’ capacities to practise 
investigative journalism are 
upgraded, they can better navigate 
the economic, political and social 
environment.”

The foundation employs a 
“nurturing” approach when 
assisting journalists and newsrooms 
– teaching them how to generate 
investigative story ideas, interview 
sources, and write the articles that 
follow.

“We nurture because, over time, 
we found that journalists and 
media outlets attend workshops 

and seminars daily yet the quality 
of journalism content is low,” 
explained Mfugale.

He elaborated: “In our approach, 
journalists learn from experts after 
which we meet to discuss story 
ideas and provide funds to support 
them. For the organisations, experts 
teach business plans for financial 
sustainability, media management 
and technology.”

The PIJ Bank

TMF runs the Public Interest 
Journalism Bank to help journalists 
and newsrooms produce high-
quality journalism. The bank is 
composed of three pillars: Public 
Interest Journalism Ideas, Public 
Interest Journalism Story, and 
Public Interest Journalism Story 
Behind Story.

Under Ideas, reporters can submit 
investigative pitches for review. If 
selected, they receive mentorship 
and financial support to carry out 
their reporting.

Through the Story pillar, 
journalists and newsrooms can 
submit stories they have published 
for consideration to be analysed 
for competence and quality, and 
recognized during the annual Tija 
Journalism Awards which celebrate 
outstanding investigative stories.

For the Story Behind Story 
initiative, journalists and 
newsrooms can provide 
documentation highlighting 
the most significant impacts of 
investigative stories they will have 
produced, for TMF to assess and for 
consideration to be honoured at the 
Tija awards.

“The PIJ Bank represents a 
significant step forward in TMF’s 
mission to strengthen public 
interest journalism in Tanzania,” 
said Kamanzi.

“By supporting and recognising 
journalists pursuing accountability 
and transparency, TMF empowers 
the media to play a more prominent 

role in fostering a responsible and 
accountable society,” he added.

Grants to support original 
reporting

TMF administers grants to 
journalists and media outlets to 
carry out investigations. Thus 
far, according to Kamanzi, the 
foundation has supported over 
3,000 journalists and 150 media 
outlets across Tanzania. With this 
funding support, journalists have 
published unique reporting with 
a strong focus on rural issues and 
voices.

“With training and support from 
TMF, I have investigated social, 
economic and political issues, 
keeping the public informed,” said 
Sanula Athanas, a reporter with IPP 
Media’s Kiswahili daily newspaper 
Nipashe.

The professional development 
opportunities TMF offers have 
equipped journalists with advanced 
investigative and data journalism, 
fact-checking and ethical reporting 
skills, Athanas noted.

The Tija Desk

In January, TMF established 
the Tija Desk, which means 
“productivity” in Kiswahili, at 
the media outlet, Mwananchi 
Communications Limited. This 
unit focuses on in-depth reporting 
and investigative journalism, and 
strives to enhance productivity and 
reporting standards.

The desk is understood to 
comprise a team of nine reporters 
who have received training 
and support through TMF’s 
programmes and are pursuing a 
range of investigations.

This May, the outlet published 
its first special report focusing on 
how the poor condition of ferries 
in Dar es Salaam, and the lack of 
maintenance they receive, puts in 
jeopardy the lives of over 60,000 

passengers known to use the ferry 
services on a daily basis.

An editor with the outlet readily 
admitted that TMF’s support had 
enabled them to improve their 
reporting quality and contribute 
more effectively to public discourse 
and accountability in Tanzania. 

Challenges and looking ahead

As with many media initiatives 
these days, funding has been a 
primary challenge for TMF, and 
hear this from executive director 
Kamanzi: “We plan to launch the Jo-
Bazaar, a platform where story ideas 
with a focus on a given thematic area 
will be sold to potential funders and 
sponsors like non-governmental 
and civil society organisations. 
Funds raised will be used to help 
journalists pursue stories.”

The foundation says it also 
plans to approach universities and 
journalism schools in Tanzania 
for discussions on how to further 
bridge the gap between classroom 
teaching and field experience for 
students.

“We have already defined our 
direction and know precisely what 
we want to achieve moving forward. 
We just have to keep fundraising to 
be able to achieve our goals because 
funding remains a challenge,” 
Kamanzi noted. 

•	 A dispatch by the 
International Journalists’ 
Network (IJNet), a project of the 
Washington-based International 
Centre for Journalists. Arinze 
Chijioke is a freelance journalist 
in Nigeria covering global 
health, climate change and 
the environment, conflict, 
corruption, social justice, human 
rights, business and economics. 
He is currently a fellow reporter 
at the International Centre for 
Investigative Reporting and a 
member of the 2021 edition of the 
Solutions Journalism Network 
mentoring programme.

Tanzanian foundation enhancing capacity 
by newsrooms for investigative reporting

Leading opposition parties compete to 
fight corruption, brook no reform roles

T
RAINING in basic 
principles of politics 
suggests that political 
parties are there to 

provide alternative views of how 
government can be run or how 
public resources can be ‘allocated’ 
– that is, having revenue collected 
and spent.

A look into the scenario in 
Africa at the moment will show 
that there is enough reason to 
distinguish between political 
parties on the continent and much 
of the developing world on the 
one hand and those of developed 
countries on the other.

Like most other political 
parties, those in Africa could be 
said to want political power not by 
alternative governance platforms 
but claiming that corruption has 
reached intolerable levels and 
people simply have to act.

This one-liner is at times paired 
with some real claims, like frontally 
protecting local sugar producers 
against cheap sugar from outside 
on the part a more recent political 
party, while another, rather older 
party, latched on a dispute arising 
from the presence of Zanzibar in 
a ‘suspicious’ 1993 international 
meeting.

Opposition parties at times 
fail to enrich the policy debate 
because their feelings are similar 
to those of the ruling party; they 
are nationalists rather than 
reformists.

That applies, say, with the 
government wanting to privatise 
debt-laden public firms and the 
leader of a key opposition party 
saying a referendum would have 

to be held.
The government resists the 

idea and, surprisingly, even 
with extensive violence in youth 
demonstrations on the cost of 
living and new taxes, that idea is 
not been raised again.

It means that people could die 
fighting corruption in the streets 
but doing little or indeed nothing 
on a public sector-dominated 
economy that is arguably the 
source of the corruption both in 
its costs and in its attitudes.

When nationalists want power 
held by other nationalists they 
say that those holding office are 
corrupt; another party is elected 
and it is business as usual.

This is what has repeatedly 
occurred in various African states, 
with few ultimately satisfied with 
asking the youth to imitate what is 
happening elsewhere or affirming 
that making such allusions is just 
democratic debate. Debating with 
another person whether to set the 
house on fire isn’t civic debate, so 
many will take their distance.

Going back to square one, 
the failure to enunciate proper 
governance platforms for the 
public to choose from by and large 
removes the rationale of having 
political parties, as constitutional 
presence hangs on a thread. 

It is an implicit principle 
that anyone has the right to be 
elected to govern, and any such 
person or group is free to choose 
its methods. Yes, but those in 
authority may ask for forgiveness 
if they don’t quite agree to play 
along as if they had just joined a 
dance they genuinely enjoyed.

O
NE of the most 
controversial spheres 
of economic activity 
is regulations – where 

rules are made for various 
purposes in line with actual 
legislation, the difference being 
that the rules don’t have to go to 
Parliament for approval.

Thus, a lot can be done for the 
benefit of this or that interest 
group until the law itself is 
amended or outright repealed 
if it is seen to be incapable 
of obtaining results without 
objectionable regulations.

The regulations envisaged 
for use on a certain cadre of 
employees of industries and 
perhaps an inspection fee on their 
presence and work is sure to cost 
firms.

It will remain debatable if the 
government had to formulate 
regulations for energy efficiency 
auditing for large electricity 
consumers, as if there is a gap 
in the technical capacities the 
government wishes to fill.

An assistant commissioner for 
electricity development talked 
of employing such officials at the 
start of recent training for 132 
certified energy managers from 
various regions, seemingly the 
ones poised for jobs.

And, as if to underline the 
urgency of the project, the 
government is collaborating with 
the United Nations Development 
Programme on the country’s first 
energy efficiency action plan, also 
fielding financial support from 
the European Union.

What is not quite clear in the 
commissioner’s remarks is that 
the overall objective is to enhance 
access to affordable, reliable and 
sustainable power flow to most 
consumers.

In other words, large companies 
are being monitored for energy 
use by officials they will be 

compelled to pay so that the 
government realises wider energy 
policy objectives none of which 
can credibly be anchored in what 
a company is doing.

If company X or Y is in a sense 
inefficient in its energy use, it 
will use more cash to pay its bills; 
it is nobody else’s business but 
suddenly authority airs strong 
feelings on all these costs, or 
starts calling.

There is another unclear area as 
to whether the plan is to demand 
that factories operate on a specific 
sort of energy to lessen the use of 
electricity or to heighten the use 
of natural gas as is current policy.

However, it is hard to see how a 
management cadre is trained for 
the purpose. Faulty energy use 
can come from faulty metering 
or lack of metering, but clearly 
officials are not being trained 
to advise a company if the daily 
meter reading is correct or the 
meter needs to be changed.

It is as if there is an energy mix 
focus that calls for the physical 
presence of an official to be 
present for one to be sure how 
much gas, electricity, etc., is used.

The fact, though, is that what 
most industries need at present is 
to see if they can develop their own 
sources of energy. This could be 
wind power for many companies 
located on the seashore or biogas 
for those having an environmental 
enclosure for a large dumpsite or 
near it.

Firms at the street level could 
also be enabled to generate biogas 
power supply from cesspits that 
otherwise make the streets dirty 
when they are emptied into canals 
when there is a downpour.

The residents concerned would 
be acting as if they are doing so 
under cover of darkness to do a 
foul. Whatever they are assigned 
to do, options arising from the 
market work ten times better.

Electricity sector competition more 
helpful than ‘energy use managers’
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BUSINESS

By Correspondent James Kandoya

A new shariah compliant collective 
investment scheme has made its debut 
in Dar es Salaam, targeting to collect 
10bn/- from the market in the next two 
months.

Dubbed “Alpha Halal Fund “, its pri-
mary objective of the fund was to bas-
ket ethical financial products within 
the prescribed territory that adhere to 
sharia’s principles, so as accommodates 
ethical and Islamic investors whose 
individual’s investment options in con-
ventional markets are limited

Gerase Gwalisa, the Scheme CEO said 
that in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the 
official launching of the new invest-

ment scheme.
He said that an open ended collec-

tive investment scheme focuses invest-
ments only into ethical and sharia com-
pliant financial products.

He said the scheme also focuses the 
East Africa community and the SADC 
regions adding that the fund shall ac-
cept funds without the limitations of 
borders, but also only invest in ethical 
financial securities, specifically equities 
and sukuk bonds that adhere to sharia 
principles authentic outlines in the of-
fer document.

Reports show Islamic finance is to-
day a $3.9 trillion industry spread over 
more than 80 countries with the bulk of 
it concentrated in very few markets. 

New shariah compliant 
collective investment 
scheme targets 10bn/-

By Guardia Reporter

The Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) recorded a 
turnover of 4.9bn/- in two first days of the week, with 1.2 
million shares being traded on pre-arranged block trade 
among three counters.

The Monday’s daily market report show a total of 
843,556 shares were traded in 274 deals, including 
600,000 shares transacted through pre-arranged block 
trades on CRDB and NMB counters on Monday, while 
918,695 valued 3.9bn/- were traded on Tuesday of which 
620,000 traded on TCC counter through pre-arranged 
market board.

Top mover on Monday was CRDB Bank counter which 
transacted 670,033 shares valued 420m/-, traded at a 
price ranging from 620/- to 650/- per share in 180 deals. 
However, 500,000 shares were transacted through pre-

DSE records 4.9bn/- turnover in two days
strong financial performances during the first 
half of this year.

During the first half of this year, CRDB Bank, 
bank recorded a net profit of 274.9bn/-, of 
which 147bn/- were recorded during the sec-
ond quarter, from a net profit of 179.9bn/- re-
corded during the first half of last year.

NMB Bank, the second largest in terms of 
assets and the most profitable recorded a net 
profit amounting to 314bn/- during the pe-
riod of six months ended in June, compared 
to 262bn/- recorded during H1, 2023, pushing 
its earnings per share to 1,106/- from 1,048/- re-
spectively.

“With these remarkable performances, both 
banks and expected to dominate the trad-
ing activities in the coming weeks, potentially 

prompting a sell-off of other counters in favour 
of them. As more companies disclose their fi-
nancials, we anticipate continued high activity 
in the market,” said Raphael Msumbuko, Chief 
Executive Officer, Zan Securities Limited.

The Monday’s DSE daily report shows top 
gainer  during the opening of the week was 
CRDB Bank, which its share gained by 4.84 
percent, after closing at 650/- on Monday, com-
pared to 620/- at the end of last week, and Ju-
bilee Holdings Limited ( JHL), which its share 
closed at 3,160/- from 3,120/- respectively.

On Tuesday, CRDB Bank counter topped 
after its share price gained by 1.54 percent to 
660/-, followed by EABL, which its share ap-
preciated by 2.26 percent and JHL by 0.32 per-
cent.

foreign exchange) regulations 2022 
and the foreign exchange(listed se-
curities) (amendment regulation 
2014,restrictions  to the capital 
account have been lifted and for-
eigners can now fully invest in Tan-
zania listed securities, excluding 
treasuries for foreigners based in 
a territory other that EAC or SADC 
without limit.

Director Market Supervision and 
Investigation at the Capital Mar-
ket and Securities (CMSA)   Exaud 
Julius said that the authority ap-
proved an offer document to Alpha 
Capital Limited April this year after 
meeting the Collective Investment 
Schemes, Regulations 1997.

“I would like to inform you that 
Alpha Halal Fund has met the regu-
lations, laws and guidelines of the 
collective investment scheme, ”he 
said.

In remarks, the Deputy Minister 
of State,      President’s office for 
planning and investment Stani-
slaus Nyongo tasked CMSA to in-
crease community awareness on 
financial literacy.

He said once the community 
is aware more people will invest 
through this kind of scheme add-
ing tha concerted efforts were 
highly needed.

He said the government has con-
tinued to improve the business en-
vironment to enable the financial 
sector to prosper.

Comparing data from different sources shows 
that just 10 countries account for almost 95 per-
cent of the world’s sharia compliant assets.

The fund is also a diversification tool for inves-
tors, historically, sharia’s compliant public com-
panies are known to weather market cycles, a 
case in point is the 2008 financial crisis.

“We have today opened the window for those 
who are interested to do so and will be closed Oc-
tober 17 this year, ”he said.

He said the fund is open for participation by 
foreign investors and resident Tanzanians as well 
as those based offshore.

He said under the security markets and secu-
rities (foreign investors regulation act of 2004, 
foreigners are free to deal in Tanzania’s primary 
and secondary markets for listed securities and 
only particularly in the secondary market for the 
government debt securities.

Under the banking and financial institutions( 

arranged block trade.
NMB Bank was second top mover, 

after recording the transactions of 
104,833 shares valued 565.9m/- trad-
ed at a price ranging from 5,300/- to 
5,450/- in 24 deals, with 100,000 
shares being traded through pre-
arranged market board.

Afriprise counter, former TCCIA 
Investment Company Limited (TICL) 
was third top mover after recording 
the transactions of 64,412 shares val-
ued 14.8m/- traded at a price ranging 
from 230/- to 235/- in 31 deals.

On Tuesday, the report shows 
TCC counter was top mover after re-
cording the transactions of 620,000 

shares valued 3.7bn/- traded through 
pre-arranged block trade in four 
deals.

All TCC shares were sold by for-
eign investors as their participation 
accounted for 94 percent of total 
value of shares sold.

The second top mover on Tues-
day was CRDB bank counter, which 
recorded the transaction of 181,427 
shares valued 119m/- traded at a 
price ranging from 640/- to 670/- per 
share in 251 deals.

Analysts expect increased move-
ments of banking counters, spe-
cifically CRDB Bank and NMB Bank, 
due to their recently announced 

By Frank Monyo

The new comprehensive plan has been developed 
by local brewer to address the significant challenge 
of post-harvest crop loss faced by sorghum, corn, and 
barley farmers in the country. 

Alfred Balikagira, the Serengeti Breweries Limited 
(SBL) Supply Chain Director, highlighted that crop loss 
is a major challenge for farmers, with losses often ex-
ceeding 30 percent. 

He said through its agricultural business depart-
ment, the company has introduced best practices and 
technological solutions that have significantly reduced 
these losses, leading to improved yields for the farm-

ers. 
The company aims to reach farming communities 

across Tanzania, including regions such as Shinyanga, 
Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Manyara, Dodoma, Tabora, Irin-
ga, Mara, Mwanza, and Kagera. 

The company will work with both small and large 
farmers in these regions, providing support through 
collaborations with various stakeholders including 
the Tanzanian government, agricultural input sellers, 
financial institutions, insurance providers, and NGOs 
like Sight Savers, which focuses on supporting farmers 
and young people with disabilities.

 He said the company will also collaborate with the 
Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) to pro-

duce high-quality and high-yielding seeds, including 
sorghum, maize, and barley as well as grain collectors 
and processors to ensure the grains reaching their fac-
tory are of the highest quality, ready for processing, 
and generate more income for the farmers. 

According to him, the company has already trained 
and supported over 20,000 farmers across Tanzania, 
with a commitment to continuing this support as their 
business grows over the next decade. 

“The impact of these programs is evident in the im-
proved crop yield, reduced losses, post-harvest yield 
improvement, accountability, and better stewardship 
of resources and the environment, as reported by the 
participating farmers,” he said. 

Looking ahead, he said, the approach is to contin-
ue investing in and developing capacity-building and 
training programs to support farmers. 

As agriculture remains the backbone of Tanzania’s 
economy, he called on various partners, including 
government agencies, NGOs, industry stakeholders, 
agricultural institutions, input sellers, and insurance 
providers, to collaborate with them in developing sus-
tainable agricultural capacity in Tanzania.

 Balikagira emphasized the importance of the ag-
ricultural sector, which is the main focus of the fac-
tory, with over 70 percent of the raw materials being 
sourced from more than 400 farmers within the coun-
try. 

New plan unveiled to curb cereals’ post-harvest losses

By Correspondent James 
Kandoya

The trade volume be-
tween Tanzania and Paki-
stan has increased to US$301 
million in 2023 from US$224 
million recorded in 2022.

Pakistan High Commis-
sioner to Tanzania Siraj Ah-
mad Khan provided the sta-
tistics in Dar es Salaam on 
Monday, ahead of the coun-
try’s 78th Independence Day.

During 2022, Tanzania 
had a large net trade with 
Pakistan in the exports of 
Vegetable Products ($54.5M), 
Textiles ($31.9M), and Metals 
($7.87M), according to Ob-
servatory of Economic Com-
plexity (OEC) website. 

He said Pakistan has be-
come an important trading 
partner for Tanzania, par-
ticularly in textiles, electrical 
and electronics parts; indus-
trial products; machinery; 
bull-dozers and tractors.

The envoy said the estab-
lishment of a Tanzania-Pa-
kistan Business Council has 
facilitated closer commer-
cial ties, benefiting entre-
preneurs and businesses on 
both sides. 

“As our country celebrates 
78th Independence Day, to-
day, let us celebrate the en-

during friendship between 
Pakistan and Tanzania and 
renew our commitment 
to working together for a 
brighter and more prosper-
ous future for both coun-
tries. As both countries 
continue to progress and 
face new challenges in the 
21st century, I am confident 
that this partnership will be-
come stronger in the years to 
come,” he said.

Khan said that educational 
exchanges have also played a 
significant role in promoting 
people-people contacts.

He said Pakistan has been 
contributing towards the de-
velopment of health sector 
in Tanzania, adding that Pa-
kistani doctors and health-
care professionals have been 
playing their positive role in 
this regard.

The two countries are 
working to further enhance 
cooperation in the health 
sector, including in pharma-
ceuticals. 

Furthermore, Tanzanian 
students have always been 
welcomed in Pakistani uni-
versities and institutions, 
contributing to the knowl-
edge exchange between the 
two societies. 

“As Pakistan looks towards 
the future, it is important 

for both countries to con-
tinue to build on the strong 
foundation of friendship 
and cooperation that exists 
between them. The partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries has the potential to fur-
ther strengthen peace and 
stability in the region and to 
promote economic growth 
and prosperity for both na-
tions,” he said.

The envoy said Pakistan 
and Tanzania have also col-
laborated effectively on re-
gional and international plat-
forms, advocating for shared 
interests and concerns.

Both countries have a 
history of supporting each 
other’s positions on global 
issues, ranging from peace-
keeping efforts to climate 
change initiatives. Their 
alignment on these matters 
has bolstered their partner-
ship and reinforced their 
commitment to working to-
gether for a better world.

He said the two countries 
have maintained good coop-
eration in sharing expertise 
and technical know-how to 
assist and complement each 
other.

Also, Pakistan has pro-
vided institutional capacity 
building training programs 
to Tanzanian diplomats, 

Tanzania, Pakistan trade volume reaches $301m

bankers, railways, postal as well as 
armed forces officers.

Pakistan established its High 
Commission in Tanzania in 1967 
and opening of commercial section 
has been approved by the govern-
ment to enhance bilateral trade 
relations.

Other Pakistan’s exports to Tan-
zania mainly include cement and 
rice, while imports of Pakistan 
from Tanzania mainly include tea, 
raw cotton, tobacco, edible oils and 
tanning materials and with a lot of 
potential to explore.

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

The ride-hailing company is targeting to capi-
talize opportunities brought by operationaliza-
tion of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) from 
Dar es Salaam to Dodoma via Morogoro, by intro-
ducing the services within the municipality.

The local on-demand mobility firm announced 
the expansion to enhance connectivity and pro-
mote economic growth, as the SGR will increase 
the mobility within the municipal as Morogoro 
is poised to become a key transit hub, attracting 
increased business activities and tourism. 

Dimmy Kanyankole, company’s general manag-
er said: “We are thrilled to extend our services to 
Morogoro, a vibrant city with immense potential. 
The launch of the Standard Gauge Railway marks 
a new era of connectivity in Tanzania, and we are 
proud to play a part in this transformative jour-
ney by offering our reliable and efficient trans-
portation services to the people of Morogoro. We 
are also looking to provide economic opportuni-
ties for drivers in the region thus contributing to 
local employment and economic growth.”

The expansion to Morogoro is a testament to 
Bolt’s commitment to a continued push to ex-
pand its market footprint within the country. 

Kanyankole said the company has already 
signed drivers up to the platform in Morogoro 
and is incentivizing passengers to use the plat-
form by offering a 50percent discount on their 
first rides.

Other benefits to this expansion include en-
hanced mobility through easy access to trans-
portation, provision of safe and reliable trans-
portation as well as stimulating local businesses 
and contributing to the economic development 
of Morogoro and its environs.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan with Pakistan High Commissioner to Tanzania 
Siraj Ahmad Khan

Ride-hailing firm enters Morogoro
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Rhino poaching rebounds after Covid-19 pandemic -3
By Francis Kajubi

After slowing down during the Covid-19 pandemic 
between 2020 and mid-2022, the rate of rhino poaching 
is regaining in some parts of Africa. 

Reports show that there is a sharp rebound of the 
illegal rhino horns business, coordinated in the black 
markets.

However, in Tanzania, the black rhino populations 
are slowly increasing, as the government has bold legal 
approaches to fight the rich and powerful poachers.

This is happening when an estimated 2,000 rhinos 
from the world’s largest rhino populations will be intro-
duced in conserved areas throughout Africa in the next 
two years.

Rhino poaching is conducted with the ill-intention of 
achieving three objectives, namely sports and recrea-
tion, production of traditional Chinese medicine and 
commodity stockpiling for investment purposes.

Economically, rhino poaching claims an estimated 
eight percent of the continent’s annual growth in gross 
domestic product (GDP).

According to the State of the Rhino Report 2023 by 
the International Rhino Foundation (IRF) the world’s 
five rhino species are under poaching threats.

Two species, black rhinos and greater one-horned 
rhinos, continue to slowly increase in numbers in the 
continent, while two species, white rhinos and Suma-
tran rhinos are declining. 

The remaining species, the Javan rhino, has an un-
known population trend status.

At the global scale, the greater one-horned rhino pop-
ulation in India and Nepal continues to grow, thanks to 
strong protection, wildlife crime law enforcement and 
habitat expansion.

Reports say factors causing rhino populations to de-
cline are poaching and habitat loss on environmental 
related-issues, but climate change is increasingly im-
pacting many facets of rhino survival.

Poaching for rhino horn is the greatest threat to all 
five rhino species. 

Across the globe, rhino populations that were once 
considered less threatened have seemingly become the 
primary target of poaching efforts, which are orches-
trated by highly organized, transnational criminal syn-
dicates.

Across Africa, poaching patterns are changing. Since 
late 2022, poachers have shifted their focus from the 
largest rhino populations to smaller, perhaps more sus-
ceptible ones.

The report states that poaching still poses great 
threats to black rhinos (Diceros bicornis) which can 
currently be found in 12 countries across the continent 
estimated at 6,487 individuals.

At one time, black rhinos were the most common of 
the world’s rhino species as the report indicates there 
were as many as 100,000 throughout Africa in 1960.

By 1970, poaching had reduced the population to ap-
proximately 65,000 and black rhinos continued to de-
cline precipitously until a low of about 2,300 individu-
als in the mid-1990s.

“Thanks to intense protection and management ef-
forts, black rhino populations stabilized and despite 
ongoing poaching pressure, have increased by approxi-
mately 28 percent over the last decade,” reads the re-

port.
On the other hand, between 2012 and 

2021 white rhinos (Ceratotherium simum) 
have seen a decline.

During the reviewed period, white rhino 
numbers declined by 24 percent to an es-
timated 15,942. Although the number of 
rhino deaths has decreased since the most 
recent peak in 2015, poaching remains 
the biggest threat.

This journalist has established that on 
September 21, 2023, the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Species Survival Commission’s 
African Rhino Specialist Group (AfRSG) 
reported that there are now an estimat-
ed 16,803 white rhinos - the first increase 
for the species in over a decade.

According to the IUCN-AfRSG Report 
for 2023, rhino poaching has been de-
creasing since 2014, but on the contrary 
in the past two years the trend has sig-
nificantly changed.

The report shows that in 2014 an es-
timated 1,324 rhinos of all species were 
poached across the continent. Poaching 
incidents decreased to 1,125 in 2017.

“In 2020 an estimated 503 rhinos were 
poached in Africa. The incidents sudden-
ly surged to 539 rhinos in 2021 while in 
2022 poaching incidents soared to 556,” 
reads the IUCN report.

It states that Namibia recorded the 
poaching of 87 rhinos in 2022. Kenya had 
no poaching incident while Tanzania 

had no report on rhino poaching status.
In South Africa 448 rhinos were 

poached in 2022, but the umber rose to 
499 in 2023. Zimbabwe recorded 13 rhi-
no poaching incidents in 2022.

In the fight to combat rhino killings, 
it is suggested in the report that African 
governments to explore and support in-
novative techniques to reduce the de-
mand for rhino horns and to maximize 
penalties for its illegal possession and 
use.

The private sector is encouraged to 
support governments’ actions for rhino 
conservation by helping to guide local, 
national, regional and international con-
servation policies and plans.

The international community at the 
global level is being asked to actively 
disrupt wildlife trafficking networks by 
supporting research and analysis, intelli-
gence gathering, investigations and wild-
life crime prosecutions.

According to the United Nations World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), rhino 
poaching for the purpose of internation-
al trafficking of illegal wildlife products 
generally decreased during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

UNWTO states that the numbers of 
both rhinos and elephants killed across 
Africa declined sharply in 2020 and 2021 
compared with 2019, earlier and after 
the pandemic.

Worldwide quantities of illicit rhino 

horns, elephant ivory, and pangolin 
scales seized all declined dramatically 
from 2019 to early 2022.

“These declines are largely attributed 
to the disruption of transportation routes 
used by wildlife traffickers to move illicit 
goods within Africa and overseas by air, 
and in some locations to the effects of 
local lockdown measures,” reads part of 
the UNWTO report for 2022.

Latest report by Save the Rhino Inter-
national states that as poaching pres-
sure increases around the continent, 
the number of white rhinos, the most 
populous of the five species, continues 
to decline.

Namibia, home to the largest number 
of black rhinos in the continent and the 
world at large, saw a devastating 93 per-
cent increase in rhino poaching from 
2021 to 2022.

Black rhinos in Africa are a cautious 
success story, rebounding in the past few 
decades at a steady growth rate despite 
significant poaching losses.

However, poachers are reacting 
against new protective measures by 
governments as they are targeting other 
smaller areas, like province-run Hluh-
luwe Imfolozi Game Reserve, which has 
borne the brunt of South Africa’s rhino 
poaching deaths in 2022.

“These two positive trends demon-
strate what human will and capacity can 
do when governments are committed, 

SPECIAL REPORT

By Tina Teng

Crude oil and gold prices surged due to 
escalating tensions in the Middle East and 
the ongoing conflict between Ukraine and 
Russia. 

While increasing demand for safe-haven 
assets is likely to sustain gold prices, the 
bullish momentum in oil markets may also 
persist due to concerns over undersupply.

Recently, both oil and gold prices surged 
due to rising tensions in the Middle East 
and the ongoing conflict between Ukraine 
and Russia. 

The US Defence Department announced 
plans to deploy a missile submarine to the 
Middle East, as Israel braces for a potential 
military attack by Iran following the assas-
sination of a Hamas leader. 

This development has heightened con-
cerns that the situation could escalate into a 
broader regional conflict. Additionally, Rus-
sia has begun extensive evacuations of civil-
ians from Kursk and Belgorod as Ukrainian 
forces advance.

On Tuesday, gold futures on Comex in-
creased by 1.2 percent, approaching their 
all-time high of over $2,500 per ounce 
recorded on 2 August. This rise reflects 
heightened demand for safe-haven assets 
amid the escalating military tensions be-
tween Iran and Israel. 

Similarly, concerns over potential supply 
disruptions have driven up crude oil prices, 
with Brent and WTI futures rising more than 
3 percent to $81.77 per barrel and $78.25 per 
barrel, respectively, marking their highest 
levels in three weeks.

Both gold and oil prices experienced a 
slight retreat during the Asian session on 
Wednesday, as risk aversion eased with a 
rebound in stock markets across Asia, par-
ticularly in Japan. 

Despite this pullback, the two major com-
modity prices are likely to face further up-
ward pressure given the current macroeco-
nomic environment.

The spot gold price surged to as high as 
$2,473 per ounce on Tuesday before re-
treating to $2,464 per ounce at 8 am CEST 
this morning. This level is just short of its 
all-time high from a month ago, and the mo-
mentum may take it to surpass that peak 
and set a new record if the trend persists.

Several factors are driving this rally. First-
ly, recent market turmoil has increased de-
mand for safe-haven assets as investors flee 
equities, particularly technology stocks. 
Secondly, the ongoing risks of a broader 
conflict in the Middle East are likely to con-
tinue supporting the rally in precious met-
als.

Finally, macroeconomic shifts are bolster-
ing gold’s long-term uptrend. Cooling infla-
tion and anticipated easing of rate hikes in 
major economies, particularly with the US 
Federal Reserve widely expected to begin 
rate cuts in September, are likely to pres-
sure the US dollar further, which in turn 
supports gold prices. 

Additionally, mounting recession fears 
amid softening US economic data over the 
past month have made gold a more attrac-
tive safe-haven investment.

The oil markets surged more than 4 per-
cent last week, with gains accelerating on 
Tuesday. Increasing demand and escalating 
tensions in the Middle East are the primary 
bullish drivers for oil prices.

The upcoming inventory data from the US 
Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
will be crucial for future market trends, 
as stockpiles have been decreasing for six 
consecutive weeks, ending on 2 August. Ac-
cording to the EIA, OPEC+ production cuts 
are expected to reduce global oil invento-

Oil, gold prices surge as tension 
rising in the Middle East region

conservationists are dedicated 
and communities are engaged and 
supportive. With the right inter-
ventions, all five rhino species can 
rebound and thrive in the ever 
changing chaotic world,” reads part 
of its latest reports.

At the global scale, the Interna-
tional Rhino Foundation report 
for 2023 states that after record-
ing no poaching incidents in 2022, 
India suffered two poaching losses 
in 2023, one in Kaziranga National 
Park and another in the Manas Na-
tional Park.

Indonesia’s Ujung Kulon National 
Park, home to the world’s only pop-
ulation of Javan rhinos, has seen an 
alarming increase in incursion at-
tempts since 2022.

The report states that Indone-
sia’s Ministry of Environment and 
Forestry has reported a recently 
discovered unnatural Javan rhino 
death that is currently under inves-
tigation.

Though the governments of In-
dia and Nepal did not conduct an 
official census in 2023, authorities 
believe the population is growing.

However, there are some bright 
spots. Greater one-horned rhinos 
continue to thrive due to strong 
protection and law enforcement.

To be continued.

Mwanga Hakika Bank’s  Board Chairman  Ridhuan Mringo (R), Vice Chairman  Raymond Tarimo (C) and Board member John Msemo (L), read notes 
during the bank’s fourth annual general meeting held recently in Mwanga, Kilimanjaro Region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ries over the next three quarters, thereby 
pushing oil prices higher.

In June, OPEC and its allies agreed to 
extend production cuts of 3.66 million 
barrels per day until the end of 2025, with 
additional voluntary cuts of 2.2 million 
barrels per day continuing until Septem-
ber this year. The organisation, which ac-
counts for over 37 percent of the world’s 
total oil supply, has been reducing output 
since 2022, resulting in a total cut of 5.86 

million barrels per day, representing 5.7 
percent of global demand.

Moreover, traders are responding to 
technical signals, including a double-bot-
tom pattern evident in both oil futures 
price charts. Notably, WTI futures prices 
have surpassed the 50-day moving aver-
age for the first time since 19 July. These 
combined bullish signals may encourage 
traders to maintain their positive out-
look on oil prices.

Additionally, mounting 
recession fears amid 
softening US economic data 
over the past month have 
made gold a more attractive 
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Botswana cuts spending on cars, travel 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

WEDNESDAY 14 Aug 
5:00      	  Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00      	  Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30      	 Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55     	   Habari za saa
11:00      	 Mjue zaidi
11:40     	  Maji Kilimanjaro 
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00      	  Al Jazeera
12:30      	 Our Earth: 
12:55       	 Habari za saa
13:00     	  Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00      	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      	 Mapishi
14:55       	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     	 Mapishi
18:30     	 Jarida la wanawake 
19:00    	  Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     	 Aibu Yako
21:05    	  Kipindi maalum: Watumishi Housing
21:20     	 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:50	 Ripoti maalum
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00	 Jiji letu	
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 15 Aug 
5:00       	 Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00       	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30      	 Shamba lulu
10:55     	  Habari za saa
11:00      	  Ripoti maalum
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00    	   Al Jazeera
12:30     	  Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      	 Habari za saa

13:00      	 Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      	 Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55    	  Habari za saa
15:00     	 Meza huru
16:30     	 Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15    	  Mapishi
18:30     	 Usafiri wako
19:00	 Kipindi maalum: TMDA
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     	 Jiji letu
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 16 Aug
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00      	  Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:30     	 Usafiri wako
10:55      	  Habari za saa
11:00      	 Kipindi maalum: Watumishi housing
11:20      	 Kipindi maalum: TMDA 
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	  Habari za saa
13:00    	  Kipindi Maalum rpt: Maisha ni nyumba
13:30    	  Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na mahakama
13:55      	  Habari za saa
14:00     	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55       	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15    	 Maji Kilimanjaro 
18:30	 Jagina
19:00     	  Shamba lulu 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     	 Jiji letu
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 17 Aug
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	

6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35    	  Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15    	  Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     	 Art and lifestyle
13:20     	 Shamba lulu
13:50    	  Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45   	   Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10    	  Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10    	  ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05    	  Igizo: Haikufuma
21:35    	  Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa Min Jackpot
21:45    	  Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 18  Aug
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     	 Mjue zaidi
13:30     	 Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:20     	 Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30   	  Al jazeera

CAPITAL
Tues  13 Aug

06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 	 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00	  Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 	 Monday agenda rpt

12:15 	 Spots gazette
12:45 	 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With Ramon Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt
14:30	  Ingood Shape
15:00 	 Shamba Lulu
15:30 	 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30	  Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#41
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Jagina rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 14 Aug
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 	 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 	 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 	 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 	 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 	 Out& About rpt
15:30	  Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism rpt
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#42
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  15 Aug
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00	  Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 	 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 	 Spots gazette
12:00 	 Innovation
12:30 	 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00 	 Our Earth rpt
14:30	  DW news Africa rpt
15:00	  Beyond the Narrative rpt
15:45 	 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 	 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#43

21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  16 Aug
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 	 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 	 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30	  Capchat
12:30 	 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 	 Ripoti Maalum
15:00	  Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 	 Beyond the Narrative 
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 	 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#44
21:30	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 17 Aug
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	  Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon
rpt
17:15	 Beyond the Narrative rpt
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism
20:30 	 ommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  	 Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  18 Aug
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00	  In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt

GABARONE

Botswana plans to reduce spending on new vehicles 
and travel for government officials and may delay some 
capital projects to deal with a slump in diamond rev-
enues, according to its finance minister.

“We have to seriously reduce the pace of spending, and 
we are looking at areas such as procurement of vehicles, 
computers, workshops and travel that is funded by gov-
ernment,” Finance Minister Peggy Serame told lawmak-
ers on Monday.

Budget revenue in first quarter of the fiscal year start-
ing April was about 28 percent lower than the targeted 
23.4-billion pula due to lower diamond revenues and 
sales, Serame said. “If things do not improve, we will 
also have to look at delaying some projects that we had 
planned,” she said.

Botswana is the world’s largest producer of rough dia-
monds by value with the revenues making up the bulk of 
the southern African country’s budget receipts. 

Global diamond sales have been impacted by too 
much supply, poor demand from the crucial Chinese 
market, pressures from lab grown gems and inflation-hit 
consumers.

The budget pressures come as the nation prepares to 
hold elections in October in which President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi is seeking reelection

Diamond prices dropped sharply in July amid slow re-
tail sales and an oversupply in India. The seasonal sum-
mer slowdown also had a negative effect on sales.

Sales in China remained weak due to the slow economy 
and due to shoppers shifting away from diamonds as an 
investment. Consumers with money preferred to spend 
at overseas tourist destinations rather than domestically.

De Beers, the largest diamond producer is considering 
lowering its output for the full year in an effort to save 
money, citing a weak market and oversupply. 

“With higher-than-normal levels of inventory remain-
ing in the midstream and an expectation for a protracted 
recovery, we are actively assessing options with our part-
ners to further reduce production to manage our work-
ing capital and preserve cash,” the company said Thurs-
day last week. 

BEIJING

China is expected to see record-high air 
passenger trips in 2024, according to Song 
Zhiyong, head of the Civil Aviation Admin-
istration of China (CAAC).

Speaking at the three-day Asia Pacific 
Summit for Aviation Safety 2024 (AP-SAS 
2024) that opened in Beijing on Tuesday, 
Song said air passenger trips may reach 
700 million this year.

During the first half of the year, the total 
transport turnover, passenger trips, and 
cargo and mail transport volume of China’s 
civil aviation sector rose 11.9 percent, 9 per-
cent and 18.7 percent, respectively, from 
the same period in 2019, Song noted.

In terms of scale, the country’s civil avia-
tion transportation has ranked second in 
the world for 19 consecutive years and its 
contribution to global aviation growth has 
exceeded 20 percent, according to Song.

At present, China boasts 4,335 transport 
aircraft and 262 airports, with a total trans-
port capacity of 1.6 billion passengers, Song 
said.

He added that the annual flight time of 
unmanned aerial vehicles has reached 
tens of millions of hours, and the number 
of newly registered drones is growing at a 
rate of 100,000 per month.

The CAAC jointly organized the AP-SAS 
2024 with the Flight Safety Foundation, 
and the Civil Aviation Authority of Singa-
pore to discuss safety-related challenges 
and measures to enhance aviation safety.

The theme of this year’s summit is “Shap-
ing Safety Excellence: A Human-Focused 
Approach.”

Launched in 2023, the AP-SAS provides 
a platform for aviation leaders and profes-
sionals to connect and share experiences 
and expertise on aviation safety matters.

China records high 
air passenger trips 

WASHINGTON

Wholesale price increases in the United States 
eased in July, suggesting that inflation pressures are 
further cooling as the Federal Reserve moves closer to 
cutting interest rates, likely beginning next month.

The Labor Department reported Tuesday that its 
producer price index — which tracks inflation before it 
reaches consumers — rose 0.1 percent from June to July 
and 2.2 percent from a year earlier.

Excluding food and energy prices, which tend to 
fluctuate from month to month, so-called core whole-
sale prices were unchanged from June and up 2.4 per-
cent from July 2023. The increases were milder than 
forecasters had expected and were nearly consistent 
with the Fed’s 2 percent inflation target.

The producer price index can provide an early sign 
of where consumer inflation is headed. Economists 
also watch it because some of its components, notably 
healthcare and financial services, flow into the Fed’s 
preferred inflation gauge — the personal consumption 
expenditures, or PCE, index.

On Wednesday, the Labor Department will release 
the most well-known inflation measure, the consum-
er price index. Forecasters have estimated that con-
sumer prices rose 0.2 percent from June to July, after 
actually falling 0.1 percet the previous month, and 3 
percent from July 2023, according to a survey by the 
data firm FactSet.

Inflation has plummeted since peaking at a four-
decade high in mid-2022. But as Americans prepare to 
vote in the November presidential election, many re-
main unhappy with consumer prices, which are nearly 
19 percent higher than were before the inflationary 
surge began in the spring of 2021. 

Many have assigned blame to President Joe Biden, 
though it’s unclear whether they will hold Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris responsible as she seeks the presi-
dency.

In its fight against high inflation, the Fed raised its 
benchmark interest rate 11 times in 2022 and 2023, tak-
ing it to a 23-year high. From 9.1 percent in June 2022, 
year-over-year consumer price inflation has eased to 
3 percent.

The US jobs report for July, which was much weaker 
than expected, reinforced the widespread expectation 
that the Fed’s policymakers will begin cutting rates 
when they meet in mid-September to try to support 
the economy. The jobs report showed that the unem-
ployment rate rose for a fourth straight month to 4.3 
percent, still healthy by historical standards but the 
highest level since October 2021.

Over time, a succession of rate cuts by the Fed would 
likely lead to lower borrowing costs across the econ-
omy — for mortgages, auto loans and credit cards as 
well as business borrowing and could also boost stock 
prices.

US wholesale inflation 
rate decreases in July 

Many have assigned blame to 
President Joe Biden, though it’s 
unclear whether they will hold Vice 
President Kamala Harris responsible 
as she seeks the presidency
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By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

IN a significant move to bolster 
their attacking options, Simba SC have 
successfully signed Cameroonian striker 
Leonel Ateba from Algerian club USM 
Alger. With just three days remaining 
before the transfer window closes, 
Simba have made this acquisition as 
they aim to strengthen their squad for 
the upcoming 2024/2025 season.

The decision to bring Ateba on 
board aligns with the strategic vision 
of Simba’s head coach, Fadlu Davids, 
who has emphasized the need for 
additional firepower in the team’s 
attack. Simba have been actively 
seeking reinforcements, and Ateba 
(pictured), who has shown a keen 
interest in joining the Tanzanian giants, 
is expected to finalize his transfer once 
the agreement on his fee is completed.

Ateba’s football journey has seen him 
play for several clubs in Cameroon, 
including Coton Sport, PWD Bamenda, 
and Dynamos Douala. His impressive 
performances earned him a spot in the 
Cameroon national team that competed 
in the 2023 Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) in Ivory Coast. His arrival at 
Simba is expected to add depth and 
experience to the team’s attack, which is 
crucial as they prepare for a challenging 
season ahead.

However, Ateba’s signing may force 
Simba to make some tough decisions 
regarding their current foreign player 
quota. Reports suggest that either 
goalkeeper Ayoub Lakred, who is 
currently injured, or striker Freddy 
Michael Kouablan, could be released 
to make room for the new signing. This 
highlights the balancing act Simba must 
perform between maintaining squad 
depth and adhering to foreign player 
registration limits.

Simba SC’s information and 
communication manager, Ahmed 
Ally, confirmed Ateba’s signing and 
provided insights into the club’s 
recent assessments following their 
participation in the Community Shield. 
According to Ally, the technical team, led 
by Davids, identified a need to enhance 
the attacking lineup after thoroughly 
evaluating the team’s performance.

“Our defense has been solid, 

Ateba’s signing may force Simba to make some 
tough decisions regarding foreign player quota

MLOMP, Senegal

IT’s almost dusk, and the West African 
heat is finally faltering. In Mlomp, a village 
in southern Senegal, dozens of teenagers 
in colorful jerseys are throwing each other 
to the ground to the rhythm of Afrobeats 
against a backdrop of palm trees.

It’s a common sight across Senegal, where 
wrestling is a national sport and wrestlers are 
celebrated like rock stars. The local variation 
of wrestling, called laamb in Wolof, one of 
the national languages, has been part of 
village life for centuries. Senegalese wrestle 
for entertainment and to celebrate special 
occasions. The professional version of the 
sport draws thousands to stadiums and can 
be a catapult to international stardom.

But in most of the country, wrestling 
remains off-limits for women.

There is one exception. In the Casamance 
region, home to the Jola ethnic group, 
women traditionally wrestle alongside men. 
At a recent training session in Mlomp, most 
teenagers on the sandy ground were girls.

“It’s in our blood,” said coach Isabelle 
Sambou, 43, a two-time Olympian and nine-
time African wrestling champion. “In our 
village, girls wrestle. My mum was a wrestler, 
my aunts were wrestlers.”

But once Jola women marry, they are 
expected to stop practicing and devote 
themselves to family life, considered the 
main duty of Senegalese women regardless 
of ethnicity or religion.

Sambou’s aunt, Awa Sy, now in her 80s, was 
the village champion in her youth, and said 
she would even take down some men.

“I liked wrestling because it made me feel 
strong,” she said, standing outside her house 
nestled between rice fields and mangroves. 
“I stopped when I got married.” She didn’t 
question it at the time.

That hasn’t been the case for her niece, 
who, despite her humble demeanor and small 
size, exudes strength and determination. 
She defied many barriers to become a 
professional athlete.

As a teenager, Sambou was noticed by a 
professional wrestling coach at a competition 
during the annual Festival of the King of 
Oussouye, one of the few events accessible 
to women. The coach suggested that she 
try Olympic wrestling, which has a female 
national team. But she only agreed after her 
older brother convinced her to do it.

Wrestling brought Sambou, who did 
not finish primary school, to the Olympic 
Games in London and Rio de Janeiro, where 
she placed outside the medal contenders. 
But being a successful professional female 
athlete in a conservative society comes with 
a price.

“If you are a female wrestler, people are 
going to make fun of you,” Sambou said, 
recalling her experiences in parts of Senegal 
beyond her home region. “When I walked 
around in shorts, people were saying: ‘Look, 
is it a woman or is it a boy?’”

Others claimed that her body would 
change and she would no longer look like a 
woman.

Such things can “get to your head,” Sambou 
said. “But I tell myself: They don’t know what 
they are talking about. It’s in my blood, and it 
brought me where I am today.”

In 2016, facing her mid-30s, she decided to 
retire from professional sport and move back 
to her village.

“I thought it was the time to stop and think 
of something else, maybe find a job, start a 
family,” she said. “But that hasn’t happened 
so far.”

Instead, she focused on finding “future 
Isabelles.” After not fulfilling her dream of 
winning an Olympic medal, she hopes a girl 
she coaches can achieve that.

That mission has been complicated 
by the lack of resources. Female sport is 

Saharan Africa.
Around Sambou’s village, there are no gyms 

where girls can do strength training. They 
don’t have the special shoes used in Olympic 
wrestling, and instead train barefoot. They 
don’t have mats, so they make do with sandy 
grounds.

And yet, at Africa’s youth championship 
in wrestling held in June in Senegal’s capital, 
Dakar, Sambou’s students won 10 medals, 
including six golds.

“Despite everything, they did magnificent 
work,” she said.

She has received little in return. Senegal has 
no pension system for retired professional 
athletes. Her lack of formal education 
complicates her career as a coach. She helps 
to coach the national wrestling team, both 
men and women, but on a voluntary basis. To 
get by, she works in a small shop and cleans 
people’s houses.

“I gave everything to wrestling, to my 
country,” she said. “Now I don’t have 
anything. I don’t even have my own house. It 
hurts a bit.”

She listed the countries she has visited, 
including the United States and Switzerland, 
while sitting outside the home she shares with 
relatives. Her bedroom is decorated with a 
picture of Virgin Mary and posters celebrating 
her participation in championships — the 
only sign of her glorious past.

“It’s difficult to be a professional athlete. 
You have to leave everything behind,” she 
said. “And then you stop, and you come back 
here and you sit, without anything to do.”

But times are changing, and so is the 
perception of women in Senegalese society. 
These days, parents seek out Sambou and 
ask her to coach their children, regardless of 
their gender, even if it’s still for free.

Sambou’s 17-year-old niece, Mame Marie 
Sambou, recently won a gold medal at the 
youth championship in Dakar. Her dream 
is to become a professional wrestler and 
compete internationally. The big test will 
come in two years when Senegal hosts the 
Youth Olympic Games, the first Olympic 
event ever organized on African soil.

“It’s my aunt who encouraged me to start 
wrestling,” she said. “When I started, many 
people were saying they have never seen a 
girl wrestle. But I never listened to them. I 
want to be like her.”

    AP
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In one region of Senegal, girls 
can become wrestlers — and 
win. But only until marriage 

conceding very few goals,” said Ally. 
“However, the coach has observed that we 
need to strengthen our attack. We are in the 
final stages of securing the signature of a new 
striker who is on his way to join the squad.”

Ally also emphasized the club’s focus on 
finding a striker who complements the 
existing talents of Michael Kouablan and 
Steven Mukwala. 

“We have carefully considered the 
characteristics of Kouablan and Mukwala 
and realized the need for a top-class striker 
who can elevate our attacking play,” Ally 
added. “The new striker, Ateba, brings 
experience and quality despite his young 
age.”

As the club finalizes Ateba’s registration, 
attention will turn to the potential 
departure of one of the foreign players to 
accommodate the new signing. Lakred, 
who has been receiving treatment for an 
injury sustained during the pre-season 
training camp in Egypt, appears to be the 
most likely candidate for release. With the 
recent signing of Moussa Camara, Simba 
now have two foreign goalkeepers, making 
the decision to release one of them more 
straightforward.

The transfer news also comes at a 
challenging time for Simba midfielder Fabrice 
Ngoma. The Congolese international has 
struggled to secure a place in Davids’ first 
team since the coach’s arrival. Ngoma’s agent, 
Austine Mkandila, has hinted at the player’s 
dissatisfaction with his current situation, 
suggesting that Ngoma may seek to terminate 

Coach Isabelle Sambou, 43 years old, two-time Olympian and nine-time African wrestling champion, back 
to camera, speaks to young women before a wrestling training in Mlomp, southern Senegal, Wednesday, 
July 10, 2024. AP

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

ZANZIBAR’s Uhamiaji FC will 
face a challenging task in the CAF 
Confederation Cup preliminary rounds, 
as both legs of their tie against Al Ahly 
Tripoli will be played in Libya at the 11 
June Stadium. 

Initially, the first leg was set for 
August 18 at the New Amaan Complex in 
Zanzibar, but the plan was altered, with 
reports from Tripoli indicating that this 
decision was made over a month ago.

The winners of the Uhamiaji FC 
vs. Al Ahly Tripoli tie will progress to 
the next round, where they will face 
Tanzanian giants Simba SC. The victor 
of that matchup will secure a spot in 
the group stage of the 2024/2025 CAF 
Confederation Cup.

Uhamiaji FC’s decision to play both 
matches in Libya has sparked criticism 
from local fans who were eager to 
see their team compete on home soil. 
However, the club remains optimistic 

Uhamiaji FC to play both legs of CAF Confederation Cup preliminary rounds in Libya

his contract, which has one year 
remaining.

Mkandila’s comments reflect 
growing frustration within 
Ngoma’s camp, as the player has 
been relegated to the bench in 
favour of other midfield options 
like Mzamiru Yassin, Debora 
Fernandez, and Augustine 
Okejepha. Despite being given 
opportunities in the Community 
Shield matches, Ngoma’s 
position remains precarious, 
especially after receiving two 
yellow cards in the third-place 
match against Coastal Union, 
leading to his early exit.

As Simba navigate these 
roster changes, the club is also 
gearing up for the start of the 
Premier League. The Msimbazi 
Street-based side will kick off 
their campaign on August 18 
against Tabora United FC at the 
newly designated KMC Complex 
Stadium. 

This match is highly 
anticipated, as Simba look to 
make a strong start to the season 
and reclaim the league title after 
finishing third last year.

Following the league opener, 
Simba will face Fountain Gate 
FC on August 25, also at the KMC 
Complex, before traveling to 
Sokoine Stadium in Mbeya for a 
clash with Tanzania Prisons on 
October 22. The early fixtures 
also include a potentially tricky 
encounter with Azam FC in the 
fourth round, a match that could 
have significant implications for 
Simba’s title ambitions.

In addition to their domestic 
league pursuits, Simba 
are preparing for the CAF 
Confederation Cup, where they 
will face either Zanzibar’s Uhamiaji 
FC or Al Ahly Tripoli of Libya in the 
preliminary second-round match. 

As the club continues to make 
strategic moves both on and off 
the pitch, the upcoming season 
promises to be a crucial one for 
Simba as they aim to achieve 
success on multiple fronts.

about the situation.
According to the club’s 

spokesperson, Mwinyi Hamad, the 
choice was made after discussions 
with Al Ahly Tripoli, and the club 
views it as an opportunity for growth. 

“We had a conversation with Al 
Ahly Tripoli and saw the need to 
play both games at 11 June Stadium 
in Tripoli. The first leg will be 
played on August 18 and the second 
leg on August 23. We see this as an 
opportunity for our squad to gain 
exposure to competitive games, 
allowing our new players to be 
introduced in such a challenging 
environment,” said Hamad.

Despite limited new signings, 
Uhamiaji FC head coach Ali Bakari 
Mngazija remains confident in his 
squad. 

The club has added just three new 
players, but Mngazija has praised 
the progress of the team, noting the 
improvement in morale, tactical 

understanding, and competition for 
starting positions. He believes these 
factors will be essential as the team 
prepares for the season ahead.

Uhamiaji FC earned their place in the 
CAF Confederation Cup by finishing 
sixth in the previous season with 47 
points, achieving 12 wins, 11 draws, and 
seven losses.

Their opponents, Al Ahly Tripoli, are 
a strong team from the Libyan league, 
which is divided into two groups of ten 
teams each. Al Ahly Tripoli finished last 
season in Group B with 48 points from 
20 matches, including 15 wins, three 
draws, and two losses. 

They advanced to the championship 
round, where they finished third with 
one win, two draws, and two losses.

As Uhamiaji FC prepare to take on 
this formidable opponent, the club 
and its supporters will be hoping for 
a strong performance in Libya to keep 
their CAF Confederation Cup dreams 
alive.

Basketball youth players pictured recently during a training session at the Jakaya M. Kikwete Sports Park in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO: 
JUMANNE JUMA

I gave everything to wrestling, to my coun-
try,” she said. “Now I don’t have anything. I 
don’t even have my own house. It hurts a bit
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

With Arne Slot in charge change is coming 
to Anfield but not how you’d expect 

By Richard Jolly

LAST season had barely finished 
when one man at Anfield launched 

Slot’s name. 
Many another joined in. It helped, 
of course, that the instigator of the 

-
ing gift.

Klopp set the scene for Slot’s 
reign. His will also be the spectre 

lost their biggest character, their 
best communicator, their most 
charismatic figure. Their history 
shows that they can go on to great-
er success thereafter: Bob Paisley 
won more trophies than the iconic 
Bill Shankly. And if such a compari-
son applies pressure to Slot, the 
Dutchman has spent team meet-
ings looking at areas where Liver-
pool can improve from last season.

Klopp gave “Liverpool 2.0” their 
nickname. He was their biggest 
advocate. At least, to continue the 
references to Liverpool’s past, Slot 
has not started off as the Graeme 
Souness to the German’s Kenny 
Dalglish. He has not taken an axe 
to the group of players he inher-
ited; Klopp felt he left a “fantastic 
squad” and his selflessness in re-
building and promoting younger 
players showed he was planning 
for a future without him. The criti-
cism, instead, has been that Slot, 
new director of football Richard 
Hughes and the returning transfer 
guru, Michael Edwards, have done 
too little so far.

The other 19 top-flight clubs 
have all signed before Liverpool, 
who used to have a habit of acting 
quickly at the start of a window. 
The first departure of note, Fabio 
Carvalho, is occurring in August. 
There has been no arrival, with 
Martin Zubimendi’s decision to 
stay at Real Sociedad a seismic 

blow when he had been identified 
as their preferred defensive mid-
fielder.

Slot is deemed a continuity can-
didate in many ways but, with no 
buys, there might be too much con-
tinuity; he had wanted to add more 
control in the centre of the pitch. If 
there are similarities with Klopp’s 
style of play, a difference lies in a 
preference for a more measured 
approach. “We focus a lot on the 
build-up, a lot more responsibility 
for our centre-backs with and with-
out the ball,” said Virgil van Dijk. 
“But obviously our midfielders are 
important as well and I think we 
try to create certain patterns on 
what the opponent does against 
us.” It could necessitate more of a 

doomed interest in Zubimendi.
Whereas Klopp played 4-3-3, 

Slot’s system is more of a 4-2-3-1. If 
Liverpool were distanced from the 
top two in terms of their defensive 
record, now there could be more 

protection for the defence. “When-
ever we are attacking there’s more 
solidity behind us so if we do lose 
the ball we can regain it quick and 
attack again,” said right-back Conor 
Bradley. Meanwhile, there are early 
signs that Trent Alexander-Arnold 
will continue inverting into mid-
field when in possession.

Sunday’s 4-1 win over Sevilla, in 
Slot’s first game at Anfield, offered 
signs Liverpool could continue 
to be devastating in attack. Diogo 
Jota scored a wonderful volley and 
looks in line to be Slot’s preferred 
centre-forward, rather than Dar-
win Nunez. Luis Diaz was electric 
and struck twice but left wing looks 
one of the more intriguing spots in 
the side: Liverpool had some inter-
est in Anthony Gordon this sum-
mer while Cody Gakpo’s excellent 
Euro 2024 was a sign Ronald Koe-
man may not be the only Dutch 
manager who could prosper by us-
ing him on the flank.

If it is easier to identify Mohamed 

By Becky Ashton

FOOTBALL fans have seen a 
-
-

-
lected, but the Sky documentary 
‘Mission to Burnley’ shows a very 
different side to the Belgian and one 
that required several bleeps.

In a clip, which has now gone vi-
ral, Kompany, who left Burnley ear-
lier this summer, following their rel-

Premier League, is 
-

minute.
“Joey, don’t f***ing test me,” shouts 

Kompany. “Do not f***ing test me. 
Enough of the f***ing moaning. 
Enough of the f***ing moaning. Play 
f***ing football. You’ve got to f***ing 
work for everything. F***ing play!

“How many times do I have to tell 
you? Stop f***ing moaning.”

Gudmundsson tells his boss: “I just 
said “can we finish that attack?”.

But a furious Kompany hits back: 
“No, you’re moaning about every-
thing!” Gudmundsson asks: “What 
have I moaned about today?”

Kompany tells him: “Body lan-
guage is f***ing s*** and I’m not ac-

cepting it. Play! F***ing hell man.”
The row appears to be over but 

Kompany then charges back towards 
Gudmundsson, yelling: “It’s f***ing 
life or death. F***ing play!”

Kompany eventually stops shout-
ing at Gudmundsson and instead be-
gins muttering to himself: “F***ing... 
I’ve had a f***ing enough of this!”

It might have made good TV but 
many fans were less than impressed 
than the behaviour of the then Burn-
ley boss.

One fan tweeted: “A b***ocking I 
have no issue with. However, to belit-
tle and insult someone, especially in 
front of everyone else? Awful.”

Another fan wrote: “Heard from 
multiple people that Kompany creat-
ed a toxic environment in the club.”

Kompany left Turf Moor in May, 
when he was the surprise choice to 
replace Thomas Tuchel at Bayern 
Munich, with many believing he will 
have to approach management in 
the Bundesliga slightly differently.

“He’s going to struggle with the big 
personalities at Bayern isn’t he,” read 
one comment on X. Another read: “I 
give him 6 months before the likes of 
Kimmich, Muller & Neuer have him 
out the door.”

Bayern’s league season gets under-
way on 25 August with a trip to Wolfs-
burg, but first they travel to SSV Ulm 
in the German Cup on Friday.
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Furious  Kompany swears at 
player 15 times in a minute 
as Burnley rant goes viral

By Jonathan Wilson

PRE-SEASON is always about the 
performance and never about the re-
sults. And even then there has to be 
an awareness of what managers are 
looking for from each individual game: 
clubs can be at different stages of their 
physical development, or managers 
may be working on a specific ploy. They 
are means to an end. Nobody should 
ever read too much into pre-season. 
And yet, all that said, it’s impossible not 
to look at Chelsea’s pre-season games 
without a slight twinge of concern.

Enzo Maresca’s record as Chelsea 
manager at this stage reads: played 
six, won one. That win came against 
the Mexican champions Club América 
who, four games in to the new Mexican 
season, sit in ninth place. Chelsea have 

-
Spain, S

warm-up matches, plus Wrexham, 
who were promoted from League Two 
last season. That’s a challenging run of 

were 2-0 down inside five minutes, 
the result of a soft penalty and a way-
ward backpass. The 4-2 defeat perhaps 
wasn’t reflective of the pattern of the 
game. Mitigation can be found.

But it’s not just results. There’s also a 
-

tial splurge following the Clearlake 
takeover, the £1bn spent on 28 senior 
players, this was supposed to be when 
the consolidation began. They had 

so that there would be less need for 
upheaval as the project progressed. 
Players would grow into stature at the 
club. And then this summer a further 
nine players arrived at a cost of £160m, 
with two more already in the pipeline 
for next season.

R
deal for João Félix after Omorodion 
deal collapses

An attempt to land the highly rated 
20-year-old forward Samu Omorodion 

contract couldn’t be agreed, leading 
to talks over a potential move for João 
Félix. This feels like the behaviour of an 
addict, desperately chasing the endor-
phin high of a purchase: if one Atlético 
forward won’t come, why not go for 
another one, even if he has an entirely 
different profile?

T
Victor O

Chelsea’s pervasive chaos threatens to destabilise another season

Salah as an automatic choice on 
the other wing, the Egyptian will 
command attention for reasons 
beyond his goals or, after a severe 
haircut, lack of curls. The one con-

contracts with less than a year to 
run: those of Salah, Van Dijk and 
Alexander-Arnold. Liverpool’s 
future will be shaped by the deci-
sions taken and the apparent lack 
of progress feels a surprise.

Each has a symbolic as well as 
a football value. Along with Alis-
son and Andy Robertson, they are 
the survivors of Klopp’s greatest 
side. Last season offered hints that 
Liverpool 2.0 could scale similar 
heights, even if their formula of 
comebacks and late goals was not 
quite sustainable over a whole sea-
son and, ultimately, Arsenal were 
the closest challengers to Man-
chester City.

Slot’s capacity to overachieve, 
both relative to resources and in 
the context of his previous clubs’ 
recent past, formed some of his 
appeal to Liverpool. One of Klopp’s 
most endearing traits for his em-
ployers was a capacity to qualify 
for the Champions League, with 
seven top-four finishes in eight full 
seasons at Anfield. Now Slot could 
be in an eight-way battle for four 
or five spots among the European 
elite. There will be no soft landing.

Liverpool may recede from the 
spotlight in other respects, with-
out Klopp’s box-office magnetism 
and innate quotability. Part of the 
task is to ensure they don’t regress. 
Slot has cut a lower-profile figure 
so far. That does not automatical-
ly mean the aims will be lower. It 
will be evolution, not revolution. 
But a glimpse at the technical area 
shows that change is coming to An-
field.
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would probably mean Romelu Lukaku 
– still, remarkably a Chelsea player – 
moving in the other direction. Lukaku 
has now spent six seasons on Chelsea’s 
books in two stints, during which time 
he has played 159 league games, only 
36 of them for Chelsea as he has been 
loaned out to West Brom, Everton, In-
ternazionale and Roma.

The big signing of this summer has 
been Pedro Neto, bought from Wolves 
for £51m. He’s 24 and clearly gifted, 

there must be some concern about his 
goals return. He’s the sort of signing that 
would have felt entirely natural for the 
pre-Clearlake Chelsea. But what does 
his arrival mean for the fleet of wide 
forwards already at the club? Is that 
an admission that Raheem Sterling, 
Mykhailo Mudryk and Noni Madueke 

aren’t quite where Chelsea would like 
them to be?

Filip Jørgenson has become the sev-
enth goalkeeper on their books. Omari 
Kellyman adds to the legions of play-
ers who can play off a frontman. Like 
a bride fretting about the wedding 
venue, they’ve swapped Lewis Hall for 
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall. If there is a 
pattern there, it is only investment in 
youth, presumably with a view to trad-
ing further down the line. And trading 

sustainability regulations. Amortisation 
with long contracts is a neat accountan-
cy trick to allow spending in the short 
term, but bills must be paid at some 
point.

That’s why Hall, Omari Hutchinson 
and Ian Maatsen have been sold for a 
combined £86m, with sales of Conor 

Having replaced Jurgen Klopp as Liverpool boss, Arne Slot’s debut season has a 
high bar to live up to. (Agencies)

Gallagher, who is close to a switch to 
Atlético, and Trevoh Chalobah, who 

Palace and 
Aston Villa, likely to take that figure to 
around £150m. All five of those players 
are academy products and therefore 
represent pure profit; there is no am-
ortised fee to be taken into account. 
S -
ent arms of the business suggests PSR 
remains a concern; and soon there’ll be 
no academy products left to sell.

It’s easy to forget that Chelsea were 
actually pretty good after Christmas 
last season, surging to Europa League 
qualification and reaching the final of 
the League Cup. But then Mauricio Po-
chettino left by mutual consent, usually 
a euphemism, but he didn’t seem to be 
too disappointed to be departing the 
chaos, which now includes a £100m-

-
gaging in racist and homophobic 

Copa América.

There are positives for Maresca: 
Cole Palmer excelled last season; Malo 
Gusto looked highly promising; Marc 
Cucurella, after a poor start, blossomed 
and had a golden Euros. Christopher 
Nkunku is seemingly fit after injury 
problems last season. There are good 
players at Chelsea, lots of them; the 
question is whether, amid the constant 
noise, any manager will ever be able to 
find a pattern for them to play in.

The great disruptors have disrupted, 
but at some point the disruption has to 
stop.

*This is an extract from Soccer 
with Jonathan Wilson, a weekly look 
from the Guardian US at the game 

BBC

MANCHESTER Premier League is “ours 
to lose” as his side look to win an unprecedented fifth title in a row.

City were the first club to win four successive English top-flight champion-
ships last term and begin their defence on S -
sea.

Speaking on BBC R
Walker said: “I wouldn’t say it’s an ego, but we’ve done this now four times in 
a row - this is our trophy to lose.

“I can assure you, when you’re looking down at your arm and you’ve got 
that gold badge that no-one else has got it’s a good feeling. Long may it con-
tinue.”

Meanwhile, reflecting on England’s Euro 2024 campaign in the latest epi-

on our shoulders than was probably needed” as they finished runners-up 
Spain.

Under manager Pep Guardiola, City have become a ruthless winning ma-
chine - but getting motivated for new campaigns hasn’t got any more difficult.

Walker added: “For us to go and do four in a row off the back of a Treble was 
a great achievement. To pick yourself up and go again after such a high, plus 
we won the Super Cup and Club World Cup as well, was especially important.

“Now, why can’t we go and do five in a row? Why can’t we go and do some-
thing I don’t think will probably be ever be done again? That’s the motivation 
we have to create from us as a group of players, from me as a captain.” 

Guardiola is a driving force for City’s hunger and makes sure the players 
match his level of dedication to delivering silverware.

Walker admitted the club want “instant success - and that’s what we have 
to deliver”.

“I think if you didn’t have that drive, he wouldn’t have you at the club. It’s a 
big part of his DNA, winning,” he told the Monday Night Club.

“Look at the teams he’s gone and managed, the players he’s worked with. 
He’s not shy that if you’re not pulling your weight, he’s not scared to tell you.”

*’Everyone wants to be liked’ – on criticism of England’s Euro 2024 team
S

Slovenia.
Speaking on You’ll Never Beat Kyle Walker, the defender revealed the 

“I’d be lying if I said we don’t speak about it,” he added. “We’re all human 
beings and everyone wants to be liked - especially for the job that you’re do-
ing with so much passion and love.”

The Three Lions later scraped past S They 

repeat itself before Bellingham’s goal.
“You just think, ‘is this really happening again?’,” he said, adding how late 

winners showed “the guts and the courage” of the squad.

One major story going into the tournament was Gareth Southgate’s decision 
not to include Manchester City forward Jack Grealish in his 26-man squad. 
T -

Club team-mate Walker told the You’ll Never Beat Kyle Walker podcast he 
was “massively shocked” by Southgate’s decision, saying Grealish “brings 
something different” to the other players who travelled to Germany.

He added “it’s not down to me to decide who’s in the squad.”
Southgate’s team selections were also scrutinised throughout the tour-

P Ollie Wat-

earlier than they were as substitutes.
Walker said players “understand that the manager has a very, very difficult 

decision to make” and added “it’s not always the starters who go on and get all 

against the Netherlands after being brought on as a late substitute. Chelsea’s 
P Spain in the final after 
being brought on in the second half.

Premier League ‘ours to lose’, 
says Manchester City’s Walker

Enzo Maresca  joined Chelsea as the club’s head coach this summer.Composite: ISI 
Photos



By STEVE DOUGLAS

THE English Premier League rarely stands still.
For the 2024-25 season starting on Friday, there 

are five newly hired managers, around $1.6 billion 
worth of new players (and counting), new offside 
technology, updated financial regulations and a 
tweaked match schedule.

*COACHING CHANGES
A quarter of the coaches will be taking charge of a 

Premier League game for the first time, with Liver-
pool ( Arne Slot ), Chelsea ( Enzo Maresca ) and 
Brighton ( Fabian Hurzeler ) all having new man-
agers and both Southampton (Russell Martin) and 
Ipswich (Kieran McKenna) gaining promotion with 
managers owning no top-flight experience. 

Throw in Julen Lopetegui being the new guy at 
West Ham after 4 1/2 years of David Moyes at the 
helm and Steve Cooper replacing Maresca at Leices-
ter, and the dugouts will look different this season. 

Most of the intrigue, however, will focus on Slot 
and what style he implements at Liverpool after the 
team’s nearly nine years with the popular Jurgen 
Klopp. Rock ‘n’ roll could turn into more control, 
with Slot preferring more of a possession game.

*SLOWER MARKET
The Premier League’s 20 clubs have spent as 

much on new players in this transfer window as 
those in Spain, Italy and Germany combined, ac-
cording to transfermarkt.com. So why does it feel 
such a slow summer of trading? 

Maybe because there have been no blockbuster 
deals, with the most expensive being striker Domi-
nic Solanke moving to Tottenham from Bour-
nemouth for 65 million pounds ($83 million). 

However, lots of deals for between $30-70 million 
quickly add up — and there are still three weeks left 
in the window, during which Manchester City, Man-
chester United, Liverpool, Arsenal and Chelsea are 
expected to weigh in. City (Savinho) and Arsenal 
(Riccardo Calafiori) have only made one new sign-
ing so far and Liverpool hasn’t made any. 

Come the end of transfer deadline day on Aug. 
30, don’t be surprised if Premier League clubs 
have spent way more than $2 billion — even if most 
are balancing the books with sales because of the 
league’s sterner financial rules.

*SEMI-AUTOMATED OFFSIDES
Expect offside decisions to be reached much 

quicker in the Premier League this season. The 
competition is introducing  semi-automated off-
side technology  for the first time, with the new 
system set to be launched during the first half of 
the season.  Multiple cameras will track player 
movements and record data points on parts of 
the body that are relevant for an offside decision. 

Data is processed with artificial intelligence to 
create a 3D offside line that is alerted to the team 
of VAR officials. It is expected to take an average 
of around 30 seconds off the length of time it cur-
rently takes VAR officials to come to a decision 
manually. Semi-automated offsides were used at 
the 2022 World Cup and at the recent European 
Championship.

*SPENDING RULES
Last season in the Premier League was notable 

for some clubs, like Everton and Nottingham 
Forest, receiving points deductions for breaking 
the competition’s profitability and sustainability 
regulations, which are now being more strictly 
applied.  This coming season is the final year of 
those regulations, with two new forms of spend-
ing caps  being trialed ahead of their introduc-
tion from the 2025-26 season. Teams in England’s 
top division will trial a “Squad Cost Rules” system, 
which will limit spending on players to 85% of a 
club’s soccer revenue and net profit or loss on 
player sales. 

A second system called “Top to Bottom Anchor-
ing” limits — or anchors — spending to a multiple 
of the lowest combined prize money and cash 
from TV rights forecast to be earned by a team. 

The league said the systems aimed to “improve 
and preserve clubs’ financial sustainability and the 
competitive balance of the Premier League” as well 
as “promote aspiration of clubs. AP

The English Premier League 
will have a different look 
when the season starts 
Friday. Here’s what’s changed

Azam coach 
Dabo confident 
despite recent 
setbacks ahead of 
CAF Champions 
League 

By Correspondent Japheth Kazenga

MOHAMMED Simba put in a 
stellar performance with the bat 
as Tanzania won the 2024 ICC U-19 
Men’s Cricket World Cup Africa 
Qualifier Division 2 title, walloping 
Sierra Leone in the final in Dar es 
Salaam last Sunday.

The tournament hosts cruised 
to a 36-run win over the West Af-
rican nation’s squad via the Duck-
worth-Lewis (D/L) method in the 
rain-affected match at  Dar es Sa-
laam Gymkhana Club venue.

The results witnessed  Tanzania 
gallantly bring to an end a stel-
lar run that has also won them 
progression to the ICC U-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup Africa Qualifier 
Division 1.

Tanzania’s cricketers were put 
in to bat first by Sierra Leone and 
the latter had the former finishing 
the innings with 178/8 in 50 overs.

Skipper Laksh Bakrania (24 
runs) and Darpan Jobanputra (21 
runs) were some of the other per-
formers with significant showing 
at the crease for the tournament 
hosts in the clash that had the 
most impressive player, Karim 
Kiseto, having a brief stint at the 
crease after making his way back 
with five runs.

Sierra Leone’s skipper Raymond 
Coker, George Sessay, and Turay 
took two wickets each as the trio 
sought to keep their opponents’ 
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Tanzania’s cricketers win ICC U-19 Men’s 
CWC Africa Qualifier Division 2     

Tanzania U-19 cricketers take a photo upon completing the 2024 ICC U-19 Men’s Cricket World Cup Africa Qualifier Division 2’s final at Dar es 
Salaam Gymkhana Club last weekend. The performers won the tournament’s silverware after clobbering Sierra Leone. PHOTO: COURTESY 
OF TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

AZAM FC head coach Youssouph 
Dabo has expressed strong confi-
dence in his team’s potential to ad-
vance in the CAF Champions League, 
despite facing a series of recent chal-
lenges. 

The Chamazi-based club has en-
countered a few hurdles, including 
a heavy 4-1 defeat to Young Africans 
in the Community Shield final and a 
tough loss to Wydad Casablanca in an 
international friendly. These setbacks 
have raised concerns among fans 
about the team’s prospects in the con-
tinental competition.

However, Dabo (pictured) remains 
optimistic, viewing the mixed results 
as valuable learning opportunities 
as the team gears up for their CAF 
Champions League preliminary 
round against APR FC. 

Azam’s pre-season concluded on a 
positive note with a 1-0 victory over 
Rayon Sports of Rwanda on August 
3, providing a confidence boost after 
the Wydad defeat.

While Azam’s convincing 5-1 win 
over Coastal Union in the Commu-
nity Shield semi-finals was impres-
sive, some fans have questioned the 
significance of the result in terms of 
the team’s readiness for continental 
competition. Coastal Union, it should 
be noted, will also participate in CAF 
competitions this season.

Acknowledging the need for tac-
tical adjustments, Dabo has been 
experimenting with different forma-
tions in recent high-stakes matches. 
He particularly noted the challenges 
he faced against Young Africans, 
where he initially deployed a three-
center-back system before reverting 
to a more traditional four-defender 
setup in the second half.

Now, the focus is on refining their 
strategy and building momentum 
ahead of their crucial match against 
APR FC.  “I believe we have the po-
tential to excel in the CAF Champi-
ons League,” said Dabo. “We need to 
boost our confidence in every situa-
tion and master game management, 
whether we’re leading or trailing.”

Dabo explained that his tactical 
approach often depends on the op-
ponent. 

“Sometimes, even with a good start, 
we struggle to maintain control, espe-
cially when implementing a new for-
mation. This can disrupt our overall 
game plan,” he added.

Addressing the performance 
against Young Africans, Dabo noted: 
“My center-backs struggled to defend 
wide and deep areas. Their errors 
were likely due to being accustomed 
to a two-center-back system. For-
tunately, this wasn’t a Champions 
League or league match. We’ll ad-
dress these issues in training and re-
turn stronger.”

Azam will face APR FC in a two-
legged tie, with the first leg set to be 
played at Azam Complex on August 
18, followed by the second leg at Ama-
horo National Stadium on August 24. 

Should Azam progress, they will 
face either JKU of Zanzibar or Egyp-
tian giants Pyramids FC.

Both Azam and APR FCenter their 
CAF Champions League preliminary 
round clash following domestic cup 
final defeats. 

APR FC, the reigning Rwanda Pri-
mus League champions, suffered a 
surprise loss to Police FC in the FER-
WAFA Super Cup final, with Police FC 
claiming their first-ever Super Cup 
title via a 6-5 penalty shootout.

APR FC coach Darko Novic, who re-
cently experienced a second cup final 
defeat after a heartbreaking 10-9 pen-
alty shootout loss to Zambia’s Red Ar-
rows in the CECAFA Dar Port Kagame 
Cup final on July 21, will be eager to 
turn his fortunes around. Despite 
the loss, APR secured the runners-up 
spot and a $20,000 cash prize.

The upcoming CAF Champions 
League preliminary round clash be-
tween Azam and APR FC promises 
to be a thrilling encounter, with both 
teams looking to rebound from re-
cent defeats.

batting unit in check.
The West African nation’s cricketers 

could not live up to expectations in their 
innings, failing to reach 135 runs- a revised 
target set in 29 overs following the down-
pour. They ended up amassing 98/8 in the 
29 overs.

Even though they succumbed to the 
loss, Sierra Leone’s captain Coker was 
named the Player of the Tournament, re-
warded for his leadership and individual 
performances.

The player had collected three Player 
of the Match accolades as he claimed 14 
wickets and blasted 97 runs during his 
side’s campaign.

Sierra Leone has progressed to ICC U-19 
Men’s Cricket World Cup Africa Qualifier 
Division 1, courtesy of easing into the Divi-
sion 2 final.

Atif Salim, the Tournament Coordinator, 
shared his thoughts on hosting the Divi-
sion 2 event, noting: “Hosting this tourna-
ment has been an incredible experience. 
The dedication and hard work of the Lo-
cal Organizing Committee, combined with 
the unwavering support from our volun-
teers, fans, and management, have made 
this event a grand success.”

Salim, also the Tanzania Cricket Asso-
ciation’s Media and Communication Of-
ficer, added: “It’s been a week of thrilling 
cricket, and we are proud to have show-
cased the talent and spirit of cricket in 
Tanzania.”

“The enthusiasm and support from ev-
eryone involved has been phenomenal, 
and we are already looking forward to our 
next challenge,” he disclosed.

Tanzania showcased its determination 
and skill to secure a spot in the final. Tan-
zania elected to bat first. The innings was 
anchored by a heroic performance from 
Jobanputra, who scored a gritty 56 off 132 
balls.

Rwanda’s innings went into a shell, with 
Cyusa left watching wickets fall at the oth-
er end.

Eventually, with the required run rate 
climbing, Cyusa had to go for it, only to 
be stumped off Azhar Premji’s bowling by 
wicketkeeper Omary Ramadhani.

Despite a valiant effort from Cyusa, who 
scored 55 runs off 109 balls, Rwanda was 
bowled out for 105 in 42.5 overs.

Tanzania hosted this season’s ICC 
U-19 Men’s Cricket World Cup Africa 
Qualifier Division 2 from August 2-11.

The tournament took place at the 
Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club cricket 
ground and the University of Dar es 
Salaam ground, featuring promising 
young cricketers from eight nations- 
Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, 
Mozambique, Rwanda, Botswana, and 
Tanzania.

Sundayâ€™s outcomes mean the Afri-
ca Qualifier will feature Tanzania, Sier-
ra Leone, Nigeria, and already-qualified 
Kenya, Namibia, and Uganda, who will 
compete for the solitary spot on offer at 
the ICC U-19 Men’s World Cup.

The qualifiers are a key step for teams 
aspiring to compete in the ICC U-19 
Men’s World Cup. Fans were exposed 
to thrilling matches as the young crick-
eters put skills, determination, and 
sportsmanship to show.

With Arne Slot in charge change is 
coming to Anfield but not how you’d 
expect
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