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Police are 
closing on 
child killers, 
says Lugola 

By Guardian Reporter

EDUCATING girls and ending child marriage 
could accelerate development progress and 
reduce poverty in Tanzania tremendously.

A country report published yesterday by 
the World Bank says the perpetuation of child 
marriage and the lack of education for girls 
would lead to lower earnings for women and a 
range of other woes.

These include substantial health risks, higher 
intimate partner violence, higher population 
growth and higher poverty levels, the bank said 
on its findings.

Entitled “The Power of Investing in Girls,” 
the 11th Tanzania Economic Update shows that 
notwithstanding a declining trend, almost one 
in three girls still marry before the age of 18 in 
Tanzania, whether through formal or informal 
unions.

It further shows that almost one in four 

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

HOME Affairs Minister Kangi Lugola 
yesterday told Parliament that law 
enforcement authorities have already 
identified some of the people involved 
in the brutal killing of children in 
Njombe region, linking all murders to 
superstition. 

“We regret the killing of our children. 
These incidences are associated with 
superstitious beliefs,” said Lugola 
insisting that legal measures will soon 
be taken against the suspects. 
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“Preliminary investigations have showed 
that the killings are due to superstitious 
beliefs,” 
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The minister asserted that his 
deputy, Hamad Masauni is in Njombe 
since Monday where he has held 
various meetings with the regional 
authorities and the defence and 
security committee chaired by Njombe 
Regional Commissioner, Christopher 
ole Sendeka. 

“Preliminary investigations have 
showed that the killings are due to 
superstitious beliefs,” said the minister 
when responding to a supplementary 
question from Mufindi South MP, 

girls have their first child before the age of 18, 
underlining that partly because of this, the 
completion rate for secondary school for girls in 
the country remains very low.

“Investing in girls’ education is not only an 
investment in the girl herself, but also in her 
children – the future generation – bringing 
substantial benefits to the wider society and 
the economy. The evidence in this report 
clearly shows the very high value to Tanzania 
of investing in girls and ending child marriage,” 
said Bella Bird, World Bank Country Director for 
Tanzania, Malawi, Burundi and Somalia.

One of the largest economic benefits from 
ending child marriage and educating girls would 
result from a reduction in population growth 
and thereby higher standards of living and lower 
poverty. Those benefits grow quickly over time. 
Ending child marriage could generate benefits 
of USD5 billion (in purchasing power parity) 

South Africa’s largest labour union plans 
nationwide strike over mass layoffs
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JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa’s largest labour union 
group, with more than a million and a half 
members, said on Wednesday it would 
stage a nationwide strike on Feb. 13 over 
large-scale layoffs at ailing state-owned 
firms and at private companies.

The decision by the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) 
poses a major threat to President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s plan to revive the economy 
by cutting the government’s wage bill and 
reforming state firms that are drowning in 
debt and plagued by corruption.

The protests also come just months 
ahead of national elections, where 
Ramaphosa’s governing African National 
Congress (ANC) is likely to struggle to 
maintain its large electoral majority amid 

The evidence in this report 
clearly shows the very high 
value to Tanzania of investing 
in girls and ending child mar-
riage,” said Bella Bird, World 
Bank Country Director for Tan-
zania, Malawi, Burundi and 
Somalia 

Child marriages causing 
poverty, says World Bank 

By Guardian Reporter

THE Bank of Tanzania (BoT) yesterday moved 
to clarify reasons behind recent depreciating 
of the Tanzanian shilling against the dollar, 
attributing it to fall in foreign exchange earnings.

A statement released yesterday by the central 
bank also sought to defuse tension against the 
backdrop of discussions in newspapers and 
social media, with fears that the shilling was in 
crisis due to foreign exchange reserves being 
inadequate. 

“The Bank of Tanzania wishes to inform 
the public that the current movement in the 
exchange rate is a seasonal phenomenon 
related to low foreign exchange earnings from 
tourism and export crops,” reads the statement 

stubbornly high unemployment and rising 
poverty.

Cosatu spokesman Sizwe Pamla said 
threats of deeper job cuts at state power firm 
Eskom and at public broadcaster SABC as 
well as other government plans to squeeze 
headcounts had prompted the decision for a 
nationwide strike by its 1.6 million members.

“We’ve deadlocked with the government 
and private sector on the issue of having a 
moratorium on retrenchments, and in that 
situation we had no option but to apply for 
this strike,” said Pamla.

Eskom has announced plans to shed 
around 7,000 staff over the next five years. 
Loss-making state broadcaster SABC plans to 
lay off around 1,000 permanent employees.

Numerous mining firms also plan massive 
layoffs.

Impala Platinum plans to reduce its 
workforce by a third, Sibanye-Stillwater 
expects to cut 12,600 jobs over three years, 
and Gold Fields will shed more than 1,000 
jobs. Lender Standard Bank aims to cut 526 
information technology (IT) jobs.

Cosatu represents workers across mining, 
manufacturing, finance and the public 
sector, and through its alliance with the 
ANC has previously been able to influence 
government policy.

That influence has waned as divisions in 
the ruling party have widened.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa in tête-à-tête with Home Affairs Minister Kangi Lugola during House proceedings in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: PMO

in part.
BoT, the finance sector regulator, said the 

depreciation of the shilling is a common trend 
that usually normalizes in the second half of the 
year when earnings from tourism and exports 
pick-up.

“In addition, the US dollar has recently been 
appreciating against major currencies. The Bank 
of Tanzania also wishes to inform the public 
that the country has adequate foreign exchange 
reserves, which are sufficient to cover 4.9 months 
of imports of goods and services,” the statement 
intoned.

“The import cover is well above the 
country and EAC benchmarks of 4 and 4.5 
months, respectively. It should be noted that 
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Child marriages causing 
poverty, says World Bank

per year by 2030 thanks to lower population 
growth, reads the WB statement.

Another large economic benefit of ending 
child marriage, according to the report, is in 
terms of earnings for women, thanks to higher 
educational attainment for girls. 

“If women who had married as girls had 
been able to delay their marriage, their annual 
earnings today could have been higher by 
more than $600 million in total. Ending child 
marriage and educating girls is not only the 
right thing to do, it is also a smart investment,” 
said Quentin Wodon, World Bank lead 
economist and co-author of the report.

The risks of young children being stunted 
or dying by age five due to child marriage and 
teen pregnancies at a young age also have 
large economic costs. As young wives are 
more prone to suffer from violence from their 
partners, ending child marriage and educating 
girls could lead to a reduction in intimate 
partner violence. Finally, through its impact 
on reducing population growth, ending child 
marriage would decrease the pressure that 
providing basic services puts on the national 
budget. The savings could be invested to 
improve the quality of public services, the 
report suggests.

The boost for Tanzania’s economy that 
ending child marriage, preventing early 
childbearing, and investing in girls’ education 
would provide, according to the study, would 
help poverty reduction efforts, as high 
population growth makes it especially difficult 
for Tanzania to achieve sustained reductions 
in poverty over time.

Among key recommendations, the latest 
Economic Update calls for greater investment 
in girls’ education, providing economic 
opportunities for girls who are out of school 

and cannot go back to school, and imparting 
adolescent girls with life skills and reproductive 
health knowledge. “The latest Update presents 
a mixed economic performance in 2018. The 
National Bureau of Statistics did not release 
any quarterly GDP data for 2018, pending 
completion of a rebasing exercise. However, 
available data suggest signs of softening of the 
growth momentum in 2018, including stagnant 
exports and missing tax collection targets.

“Inflation has remained low, and the 
exchange rate has been relatively stable in real 
terms. The current account deficit has grown 
in recent months, though reserves remain 
strong at roughly six months of import cover. 
Budget execution is challenging, with slow 
implementation of development projects, a 
high level of central government payment 
arrears, and delayed refunds of value-added 
tax refunds,” the report highlighted.

While the update shows that the growth 
outlook is uncertain, the downside risks 
remain largely within government control. 
GDP growth projections are awaiting the 
forthcoming rebased GDP series, it said.

On the domestic front, the report states that 
key risks include delays in reforms to stimulate 
private investment and delays in execution of 
major public infrastructure projects.

 In addition, the external environment 
presents risks related to rising energy prices 
and tightening financial markets.

To mitigate risks and accelerate growth that 
will create jobs for Tanzania’s young women 
and men, policy actions are urgently needed 
to relieve the pressure on businesses by paying 
old arrears and VAT refunds, it said.

The government should also accelerate 
implementation of key priority projects that 
have high impact on business growth and 
human development outcomes, the statement 
added.
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Mendrad Kigola (CCM).
The legislator had demanded to 

know government measures to curb 
the killing of innocent children in 
Njombe.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health, 
Community Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children yesterday issued 
a statement condemning the killing 
of the 10 children, saying the brutal 
attacks have caused fear amongst 
families all over the country.

“The ministry wishes to remind 
all families in the society to enhance 
safety and security of children.  The 
families should always strive to know 
where children are and with whom,” 
reads the statement in part.

Reports show that so far six children 
aged between three and six years have 
been killed with various body organs 
chopped off.

A recent statement released by 
the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) condemned attacks and 
murders of children, insisting that 
children have a fundamental right to 
be safe and be protected from violence 
so that they can enjoy their childhood 
and reach their full potential.

UN Resident Coordinator in Tanzania 
Alvaro Rodriguez said that the UN is 
ready to support the government in its 

efforts to address the issue.
“This has to stop,” said Maniza 

Zaman, UNICEF Representative in 
Tanzania. “No form of violence or 
abuse against a child is acceptable or 
permissible for any reason and any 
such act is an outright violation of the 
very ethos of basic human rights.”

As of yesterday, reports indicated 
that at least six children had been killed 
and had their ears and teeth removed.

Some of the bodies of the children, 
aged between two and nine years old, 
also had missing limbs.

Police have reportedly detained one 
suspect, a close relative of three of 
the children who were from the same 
family. 

Ten children in all have been 
reported missing in Njombe since the 
beginning of December and four have 
been found alive. 

It is believed that some witchdoctors 
in the region tell people that human 
body parts have special properties that 
can bring them wealth and luck.

The children were reportedly taken 
from their homes at night when their 
parents were selling food at a market. 

Tanzania has in the recent years 
been trying to end killing of vulnerable 
groups for same motives, most 
common being the brutal attacks on 
people with albinism for their body 
parts.
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Lugola: Police tracking child killers

National Assembly Speaker Job Ndugai in talks with Swedish ambassador to Tanzania Anders Sjoberg at his Parliament’s Office in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: 
National Assembly

exchange rate in Tanzania is determined in the 
market based on demand and supply of foreign 
exchange. The Bank of Tanzania periodically 
participates in the market to smooth out 
volatilities in the exchange rate that are not in 

line with economic fundamentals.”
 BoT will continue to monitor developments 

in exchange rates with a view to ensuring that 
participants in the foreign exchange market 
adhere to rules and regulations governing the 
market, the statement added.

FROM PAGE 1

BoT: Why the shilling slides

Muhimbili National Hospital (MNH) managing director Prof Lawrence Museru cuts a ribbon to inaugurate TB patients building funded by US 
Agency for International Development (USAID) under KNCV Tuberculosis Foundation  at the hospital in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Looking on are 
MNH director of medical services Dr Hedwiga Swai (L), KNCV project officer Irene Mauya (2nd R) and KNCV Tanzania country director, Dr Vishnu 
Mahamba. Photo: MNH

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has allowed 
fishermen to continue fishing in 
the Indian Ocean and Lake Victoria 
without having licences, using solar 
lights and generators. 

Minister for Livestock and 
Fisheries, Luhaga Mpina announced 
this yesterday when speaking with 
fishermen at the Dar es Salaam’s 
International Ferry Fish Market, who 
complained to him that they are 
being prohibited to fish due to lack of 
licences as well as the use of solar lights 
and generators.

The minister assured fishermen 
across the country that the 5th phase 
government is there to assist them to 
conduct their fishing activities freely.

“What you need is to ensure that 
you don’t engage in illegal fishing,” the 

minister told fishermen at the country’s 
busy fish market.

He further pointed out that the 
ongoing operation in the country is 
meant to address illegal fishing and 
nothing else, encouraging fishermen 
to team up in the operation for the 
current and future generations.

Mpina also urged fishermen to 
submit their complaints to regional 
security committees and the ministry 
for measures to be taken.

Permanent Secretary (Fisheries), 
Dr Rashid Tamatama said: “This is 
the fifth time for ministry’s official 

to visit the ferry market and listen to 
fishermen’s challenges and come up 
with solutions.”

Acting chairman of small-scale 
fishermen at the market, Feisal 
Mohamed Ally lauded the minister for 
working on their challenges.

In November last year, the 
government launched a new campaign 
to tackle illegal fishing in Lake 
Tanganyika. 

Mpina said the new operation 
involves a number of players including 
local government authorities located 
on the lake shores.

“This operation will also involve 
seizures and destruction of illegal 
fishing gears,” Mpina said when 
speaking in western Tanzania’s region 
of Kigoma soon after lunching the so-
called ‘endless” operation. 

The minister said that the reason for 
coming up with the new operation, 
came after realising that there is 
massive destruction of fish breeding 
grounds due to illegal fishing in Lake 
Tanganyika, the water body, which 
is being shared by four countries—
Burundi, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Tanzania, and Zambia.

Govt allows fishing activities in 
Indian Ocean and Lake Victoria  

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT John Magufuli has 
appointed individuals to head various 
government institutions and agencies 
beginning yesterday.

In a statement released  by Chief 
Secretary ambassador John Kijazi, 
President Magufuli has appointed 
Dr Islam Seif Salum Mchengakuwa 
the Director for the Deep Sea Fishing 
Authority – (DSFA), Dr Mchengakuwa 
was the deputy Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural 
Resources, Livestock and Fisheries in 
Zanzibar.

According to the statement, 

President Magufuli also appointed Dr 
Emanuel Andrew Sweke the deputy 
Director General for (DSFA), before 
the appointment Dr Sweke was a 
researcher and acting director for the 
Tanzania Livestock Research Institute – 
(TAFIRI) based in Kigoma.

In another development, 
President John Magufuli has 
appointed Prof Sebatian 
Chenyambuga the Board Chairman 
for the Tanzania Livestock Research 
Institute (TALILI). President 
Magufuli also appointed Justianian 
Rwezaura Ikingura the board 
chairman for the Geological Survey 
of Tanzania (GST).

President Magufuli appoints heads 
of government institutions, agencies

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

ENERGY Deputy Minister, Subira 
Mgalu has said all the remaining 
villages will be connected to power 
during the implementation of the 
third phase Rural Energy Agency 
(REA).

“We also expect to use the 
ongoing grid expansion project 
which will ensure that all villages 
are connected to electricity 

infrastructure,’’ Mgalu said here 
yesterday when responding to 
a question posed by Mbogwe 
Lawmaker, Augustino Masele 
(CCM).

Masele demanded the 
government’s statement on when 
the much anticipated Geita Region 
electricity project would kick off.

She noted that the government 
strategy on the remaining villages 
was aimed at ensuring that all the 

villages that were still on blackout 
were connected to electricity 
accordingly.

During the first phase of the 
project, she added, 305 hamlets 
were covered in Arusha, Iringa, 
Mara, Mbeya, Njombe, Coast, 
Tanga and Songwe regions and 
that 25,950 customers were 
connected to electricity, adding 
that the project cost was 68.85bn.

“The project will cost 197.8bn/- 

and its implementation which is 
expected to take 12 months will 
kick off in March this year,’’ she 
noted.

Mgalu said the second 
phase of a project dubbed 
‘supplementary’ would supply 
electricity in 26 regions of 
Tanzania mainland in 1,103 
hamlets including those of 
Mbogwe District and that 69,079 
customers would be connected.

REA: All villages to be connected to power - govt
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By Felister Peter, Dodoma

AT LEAST eight countries have 
showed interest to start purchasing 
the biolarvicides for eradication of 
malaria from the Kibaha anti-mosquito 
pesticides factory.

Deputy Minister for Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Eng Stella Manyanya 
made announced in Dodoma yesterday 
when responding to a question from 
Special Seats MP, Khadija Ali (CCM).

The legislator was concerned that 
the multi-billion project was not 
performing to expectations as its 
products were not available in the 
local market. She claimed that most 

of the citizens are not aware of the 
biolarvicides and its use.

Eng Manyanya mentioned the 
countries as Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, 
Mozambique, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Angola 
and Niger.

She said so far 196,378 litres of the 
anti-mosquito pesticides have been 
sold to Angola and Niger. She said 
Angola has promised to buy another 
85,192 litres of the pesticides next 
month. 

“The factory is performing well. We 
conducted a campaign to encourage 
people to use the anti-mosquito 
pesticides in neighbouring countries 
and those in the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) 
whereas a total of 466,278 litres of the 
pesticides were sold within and outside 
the country”, she noted.

She said the factory has come up 
with a new pack of 30mls which will be 
sold at 1000/- per bottle to enable more 
Tanzanians to but it.

He however called on all the 
municipal councils that have 
purchased the ant-mosquito pesticides 
from the factory to settle their debts.

According to Health Minister, Ummy 
Mwalimu the government purchases 
only 2.5 million litres a year.

The state-of-art biolarvicides 
factory was meant to wipe out the 

deadly malaria in the country. It 
was constructed by a Cuban firm—
Entrepreneurial Group Biological 
and Pharmaceutical Laboratories 
(LABIOFAM).

It’s establishment followed former 
President Jakaya Kikwete’s state visit to 
Cuba in 2009, after which he assigned 
the National Development Corporation 
(NDC) to undertake the task.

Kikwete was concerned that the 
government was spending a lot of 
money on anti-malaria campaigns, 
treatment and mosquito nets instead 
of spraying biolarvicides to rid the 
country of malaria in the foreseeable 
future.

8 states show interest to start purchasing the biolarvicides

Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliamentary Affairs, Labour, Employment, Youth and People with Disability Jenista Mhagama (L) shares a 
light moment with her Deputy Minister Anthony Mavunde in the National Assembly  in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: PMO

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

THE government has 
embarked on a campaign 
to identify parents of 
children living on the 
streets, the House heard 
yesterday.

Under the plan, the 
government will also 
provide the children 
with food and shelter, 
said Deputy Minister 
for Health, Community 
Development, Gender, 
Children and Elders, Dr 
Faustine Ndugulile.

He said the government 
was currently ensuring 
that the Child Act 2009 is 
fully implemented.

Dr Ndugulile said the 
law wants us to ensure 
that children are living 
safely, protected and not 
discriminated, hence the 
launch of the campaign.

“We want to get children 
out of streets,’’ he said 
when responding to a 
supplementary question 
by Special Seats Member 
of Parliament (MP), Rose 
Matembe who urged the 
government to tighten 
a law to ensure that 
irresponsible parents 
were being taken to task.

The deputy minister 
said his ministry had so 
far prepared the national 
strategic plan to curb 
women and children 
violence which was the 
main cause of the problem.

The plan, which is 
being implemented 
between 2017/18-2021/22 
is aimed at ensuring that 
children who were living 
in dangerous areas were 
taken care of.

“The government 
wants to ensure that 
these children are re-
united with their families 
and in case we don’t 
identify their parents we 
want to make sure that 
we place them under 
trustworthy families as 
the government continues 
looking for other avenues 
to accommodate them,’’ 
said the deputy minister.

Ndugulile said the 

government in collaboration 
with other stakeholders 
was currently conducting 
a survey to identify the 
number of street children 
in six main regions of Dar 
es Salaam, Mwanza, Mbeya, 
Dodoma, Arusha and Iringa.

In her main question, 

the MP charged that the 
number of children living 
in dangerous areas was 
escalating in big cities like 
Dar es Salaam, Mwanza 
and Mbeya and that they 
were indulging in criminal 
activities  apart from begging.

Matembe wanted to know 

what the government was 
doing to rescue the children 
by initiating a campaign to 
get them out of streets at 
the same time she wanted to 
know what the government 
had done so far to identify 
the number of children living 
on the streets.

Govt draws action plan
on children in adversity

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

MEMBERS of Parliament have raised 
concerns over high road tolls and 
fines imposed in the Land Transport 
Regulatory Authority Act, 2018 which 
was passed by the legislature yesterday.

The new law replaces the Surface and 
Marine Transport Regulatory Authority 
(SUMATRA) and the Land Transport 
Regulatory Authority (LATRA).

Presenting opinions of the 
opposition, Vunjo Member of 
Parliament, James Mbatia cautioned 
that the law shouldn’t be used to punish 
road users in the country.

According to him, the road tolls are 
too high as well as penalties for those 
violating traffic rules. He said the laws 
should not set speed limit for vehicles 
carrying commercial commodities to 
be able to compete internationally.

“We are talking of integration but 
yet we are setting bottlenecks to road 
users. We are creating a room for other 
people to monopolise the market”, 
said Mbatia insisting the government 
should come up with a plan to protect 
business stakeholders.

Representing the Infrastructure 
Committee chairman, Dr Rashid 
Chuachua advised the government to 
review the proposed road toll of 1.5 per 
cent to be charged on gross income.

He suggested the toll to be deducted 
to 1 per cent and be charged on net 
profit.

Section 42 (1) and (2) of the Act 
proposes a fine of 3m/- per individual 
or 5m/- for a company or face a two 
years jail term.

The committee suggested that road 
tolls and fines should be reviewed to 
reflect production cost.

Minister for Works, Transport and 

Communication, Eng Isack Kamwelwe, 
said that establishment of LATRA will 
improve management of land transport 
in the country.

He said the authority is likely to 
enhance the control of infrastructures 
and coordination of transport services.

Contributing, Kaliua MP, Margret 
Sakaya (CUF) backed the government 
decision of introducing LATRA, but 
called for concerted efforts to improve 
services offered at weigh bridges.

Sakaya claimed that passenger buses 
spend too much time at weighing 
bridges, giving example of the Vigwaza 

modern weigh bridge which is not 
performing to expected results.

“We need to improve services 
especially at weigh bridges, there are 
no reasons for transporters reaching 
at their final destinations late due to 
queues at the weighing scales”, she 
said.

Welezo MP, Saada Mkuya was 
concerned that although the Act is 
going to be applied in both parts of 
the country (Tanzania mainland and 
Zanzibar) Isle residents were not 
included in the preparation of the final 
version of the document.

“There were some Zanzibaris 
involved in the preparation of the draft 
bill, we do not know why we were not 
invited to take part in writing of the 
final document”, said Mkuya.

LATRA: MPs raise 
concerns over high 
road tolls and fines 

We are talking of 
integration but 
yet we are setting 
bottlenecks to 
road users
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By Guardian Reporter

VICE President Samia Suluhu Hassan has said   the newly 
appointed National Environment Management Council 
(NEMC) board and the council management constitute 
solid team that will effect changes and tackle environment 
challenges and tests to the highest expectations of 
stakeholders.

She told mining stakeholders recently in Dar es Salaam 
that she believes the board and the NEMC management 
it oversees will perform to the highest expectations of 
Tanzanians, more so stakeholders in the mining sector.

“I have faith in the new board that is able to supervise 
the NEMC management and effect desirable changes. The 
new director general is a person who is competent to effect 
changes in that institution,” she told the meeting and asked 
the new NEMC director General, Dr  Samuel Gwamaka, to 
stand up so that delegates can have better view of him and 
see him whenever they want to.

The VP said she is confident many changes will be made by 
the two teams that are directly under her office.

Asked to comment on the Vice President’s public remarks 
on the board and management in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
Dr Gwamaka said the VP’s observations were an incentive to 
the board and the NEMC management.

“That was a rare motivation to us.  The Vice-President’s 
Office is our parent ministry.  We, in the management are 
answerable to the board.

The Vice President has given us green light to double 
our efforts in discharging our duties professionally as we 
implement the Environmental Management Act and its 
regulations.  We shall do exactly that,” he said.

Dr Gwamaka said there was no alternative to hard work 
to reciprocate the Vice President’s expectations because, 
he said, the government’s vision on how to achieve the 
middle-income status by 2025 is clear and the role of NEMC 
is equally clear.

“My colleagues and I owe to the government exemplary 
service.  I was personally humbled by the words of the Vice 
President before the audience.  We shall not let down the 
government and the people of Tanzania.  We shall carry out 
all the instructions of the board without fail,” he pledged.

The new NEMC board was inaugurated in Dar es Salaam 
recently by the Minister of State in Vice-President’s Office 
(Union and Environment), January Makamba who wanted 
the board to end corruption and issuance of fake certificates.

The board is headed by Prof Esnati Osinde Chaggu 
while members include Dr Flora Tibarazwa, Prof Husseain 
Sosovele, Dr Catherine Masao, Damas Masologo, Dr Neduvoto 
Mollel, Prof Dos Santos Silayo, Dr Ezekiel Mwakalukwa and 
Prof William Mwegoha.

New NEMC board 
wins VP’s confidence

By Beatrice Philemon

OVER 4,000 villagers in Ngurdoto village, Meru District 
will soon start engaging into irrigation farming following 
the decision by the Korean government to establish solar 
powered water well worth 150m/- in the village.

Arusha -based Innovative Technology and Energy Centre 
(ITEC) managing director Dr Herb Rhee announced on 
Friday during the official opening of the solar power plant 
at Mseseweni suburb in the area located on the foothills of 
Mount Meru. “So far we have already done hydrogeological 
survey at Ngurdoto village to identify suitable location for the 
well for solar power irrigation project,” he said. The well will 
be dug by Serving Friends, a Korean Non-Profit Company to 
serve people in developing countries.

Currently, Ngurdoto villagers are cultivating maize, tomato, 
beans, coffee and banana for domestic and commercial use.

“We have decided to support farmers in this village after 
we have discovered that irrigation water is most critical need 
in rural villages in Tanzania and the majority of farmers do 
not   access water for farming activities,” he said.

Although Tanzania land is big, soil is very fertile and is very 
good for farming activities, however there is lack of water 
for irrigation in many areas across the region including 
Ngurdoto village. “Just look if farmers have enough water, 
the farmers at Ngurdoto village can harvest three crops per 
year, currently they do harvest only one to two crops per 
year during rainy season,” he noted.

He said the first day he visited at Ngurdoto village to identify 
the main challenges facing them they had introduced new 
solar power plant to them. They said solar power is very 
good project for them, but they need irrigation water also so 
that they can improve their incomes.

He said innovative technology and energy centre (ITEC) 
was established to develop, educate and commercialise 
innovative appropriate technology suitable for Tanzania and 
sub-Saharan Africa using renewable energy and ICT.

Currently ITEC work together with Tanzanians and Nelson 
Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology (NM-
AIST) to ensure people of Tanzania have better life in -terms 
of health, energy, agriculture, education and businesses.

ITEC has been established with the cooperation between 
Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, 
Seoul National University (SNU) and Nelson Mandela 
African Institution of Science and Technology (NM-AIST) 
founded by World Bank and Tanzanian Government with 
the support of Korean Ministry of Science, Information and 
Communication Technology (ITC) and National Research 
Foundation of Korea.

On the other hand, the Korean Ministry of Science and ICT 
will make the utmost effort to support the centre’s growth 
into a hub of energy and agricultural science and technology 
research, playing a leading role in technological innovation 
in Tanzania.

Meanwhile, Ngurdoto village chairman, Moses Ayo added 
that Ngurdoto village was officially established in 1973 and so 
far the village has 4000 residents from 5 suburbs that include 
Bondeni, Mburiashi, kati, Msamaneni and Mseseweni.

4,000 villagers in Meru 
District to benefit from 
solar-powered irrigation 
project worth 150m/-
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

MINISTRY of Water is finalising plans for the establishment 
of Water Resources Centre of Excellency that will comprise 
experts from different sectors who will scrutinise statistics 
on the water sector, it has been revealed.

The centre will also suggest governance plans on water 
resources and forward it to the national water board  which 
will in turn advice the ministry on the right action.

The observation was made here yesterday by the Minister 
for Water and Irrigation, Prof Makame Mbarawa while offici-
ating at the launch of new National Water Board.

He noted that the ministry will also organise training for 
the new board members to enable them have more under-
standing of  their duties, adding that the board has the  main 
duty to advice the minister. Mbarawa pointed out that while 
six river basins in the country were working on the imple-
mentation of the government’s Integrated Water Resources 
Management and Development Plans, there is need for the 
board to help find more new water sources.

“It is my hope that the national water board will come up 
with new water sources rather than leave the whole task to 
the government in implementing the plan” he said. He as-
sured the board that the ministry will make sure it gets the 
opportunity to hold meetings as per the legal requirements.

Speaking at the same event, the Permanent Secretary (PS), 
Prof Kitila Mkumbo noted that the national water board faces 
several challenges including timely disbursement of funds. 
He said the former board did not visit most of the projects 
because of lack of money. “The ministry will ensure it works 
on the challenges including lack of funds in order to enable 
the board sit frequently,” said the PS. He called on the board 
to work in solving water related conflicts both at national 
and international level through inter-basin water transfer. 

Prof Mkumbo also observed that the advice from the 
board to the ministry should be in line with the Water Sector 
Development Programme (WSDP). 

The National Water Board chairperson, Hudson Nkotagu 
in his votes of thanks promised that his team will work hard 
to meet the expectations.

By Beatrice Philemon

FORUM CC in collaboration with the Tanzania Sus-
tainable Development Platform has launched the 
Civil Society Voluntary National Report (VNR), a con-
sultation process that focuses on climate change and 
sustainable development goals.

 The one-year project will be implemented in the re-
gions of Arusha, Dodoma and Mbeya where the focus 
will be to strengthening partnerships for the effective 
implementation of the Agenda 2030 in East Africa.

 Speaking in Dar es Salaam during the national in-
ception meeting Forum CC board chairperson Euster 
Kibona said the project aims at enhancing awareness 
inform a large number of stakeholders to catalyse 
action on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
that will support broader engagement in voluntary 
national reporting process and cross-sectoral coor-
dination for accelerated implementation of SDGs in 
Tanzania.

 “So far  Tanzania has been selected to present a 
report at the UN that shows what has been done to 
implement SDGs in Tanzania including the efforts we 
have made to achieve the SDG,” she said

She added that during the implementation the 
teams will host community meetings at the  grass-
roots level  to create awareness on SDGs, to see what 

they are doing or achieved as well as help people to 
understand the status of SDGs in Tanzania and vari-
ous opportunities available for them to contribute to 
their realisations.

“We want to ensure no one is left behind in the pro-
cess, we want them understand the status of SDGs in 
Tanzania,” she added.

They will also     conduct meetings to create aware-
ness of local communities on SDGs in accordance 
with their economic activities as well as give them 
best techniques on how to fight climate change within 
their respective areas.

“During the implementation we will help people to 
meet with extension officers and this will be the best 
platform to discuss various issues relating to climate 
change and how to combat climate change within 
their respective,” she noted

Also they will involve  the local communities to see 
what had been done at the ground level to implement 
SDGs, what has been achieved, identify the main chal-
lenges were facing  as well as coming  up with inspir-
ing stories focusing on what they are doing  in imple-
menting the  SDGs.

She said they want people to understand what the   
SDGs are all about so they can contribute to the  goals 
and all information that will be available will be incor-
porated in the government reports.

By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

TANZANIA’s Tourism Goodwill Ambassador in the United 
States, Macon Dunnagan, will on Monday next week com-
mence his six-day journey to climb Mount Kilimanjaro along 
with a group of eight tourists.

This will be his 44th time to climb the longest mountain in 
Africa. He is one of three tourism ambassadors in the US se-
lected by the Tanzania Tourist Board (TTB) some years ago.

Before holding his marriage in the US, the Dunnagan en-
gaged his second wife Kim Brown (after his first wife passed 
away) with a passion of climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro at the 
Serengeti National Park (SENAPA), three years ago.

They had planned to celebrate their engagement by climb-
ing the mountain through the Rongai route but his wife 
didn’t manage to make it to the top.

The goodwill ambassador comes to Tanzania every year 
two or three times with a group of tourists to climb Mt. Kili-
manjaro and visit other tourism destinations.

Speaking with this paper in an exclusive interview yester-
day in Moshi when he arrived from Charlotte, North Caro-
lina in the US, Dunnagan said has climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro 43 
times, and wrote many books about Tanzania’ tourism desti-
nations including his famous book named ‘Sons of Kiliman-
jaro’. “This will be my 44th Climb since I started climbing Mt. 
Kilimanjaro to its highest peak, Uhuru Peak (5,895m ASL).” 
he further explained.

According to Dunnagan, he has helped organisations and 
clubs like Rotary “End Polio Now” and Ovarian Cancer Cana-
da to plan for Kilimanjaro Fundraising climbs. 

“As you know, I have four groups including a charitable or-
ganization called Samaritan’s Feet which raises funds to buy 
shoes for the needy people Worldwide, a group of students 
from Cannon School in Charlotte, North Carolina in US who 
climb Mt. Kilimanjaro to learn more about it, as well visiting 
Serengeti National Park for that cause, and a group of Rotari-
ans from 7680 Charlotte Club who will climb Mt. Kilimanjaro 
to raise funds for the Rotary “End Polio Now” initiative....” he 
further explained..

FORUM CC and Development Platform launch 
civil society voluntary national report (VNR)   

Ministry of Water to 
set up ‘water resources 
centre of excellency’

Tanzania’s tourism emissary 
in US to climb Mt. K’njaro

Tigo Tanzania chief officer for mobile financial services, Hussein Sayed (L) hands over a dummy cheque worth 20m/- to Tigopesa agent 
Vicky Ibrahim after she emerged   coast zone grand winner of the firm’s promotion dubbed “Wakala Chief”. The promotion is designed 
to honour and give back to agents who performed well particularly at the end of the year period. Looking on is the firm’s head of 
products for mobile financial services James Sumari.  Photo: John Badi
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By Guardian Reporter

YARA Tanzania, Tanzania 
Agricultural Development Bank (TADB) 
and Tanzania Agricultural Research 
Institute Uyole (TARI Uyole) yesterday 
signed an agreement to support 
development and boost farmers by 
increasing crop production.

The trio among other issues agreed 
also to support testing of soil as a step 
towards stimulating crop production 
among the farmers. In the agreement 
signing, YARA was represented by the 
Country General Manager, William 
Ngeno, TADB by Director of Credit 
and Business Development, Augustino 
Chacha whle TARI Uyole by Dr Tulole 

Bucheyeki.
Speaking shortly after the signing 

ceremony, Ngeno described the 
agreement as a step ahead in 
transforming the agriculture by 
empowering smallholder farmers 
to grow and benefit from farming 
activities.

 “The agreement is very crucial since 
it will help to transform the farmers’ 
lives. And the soil testing is what 
YARA Tanzania has been campaigning 
for years since started business in 
Tanzania,” Ngeno said.

He said farmers have been facing a 
lot of challenges including acquiring of 
loans, untimely getting of farm inputs 
hence the agreement would help to 

address those challenges and later 
increase production.

Speaking at the same occasion, 
Chacha who represented the bank’s 
Managing Director, Japhet Justine, 
apart from welcoming the agreement, 
said sensitization on soil testing 
was important for boosting crop 
production among farmers.

 “We are all aware that farmers 
have many challenges and the 
agreement signed today (yesterday) 
should be translated into actions. I 
believe our cooperation will bear 
impacts in agriculture sector,” he 
said.

Chacha called on cooperation and 
transparency for all stakeholders in 

sector, saying that no-one can go alone 
without the other to accomplish.

Earlier, Dr Bucheyeki described 
the agreement as panacea towards 
addressing critical challenges farmers 
have for long been facing and frustrated 

the sector’s growth.
“With this new cooperation, 

something will be done in helping the 
farmer. We stand a better chance to 
support them and make a significant 
contribution in the economy,” Dr 

Bucheyeki stressed.
YARA Tanzania in partnership 

with other stakeholders has been 
pioneering the significance of soil 
testing to know its health before 
cultivation.

YARA Tanzania, TADB, TARI Uyole sign pact to support farmers

By Guardian Correspondent

FOR years, thousands of 
female-children and widows  
were denied their inheritance 
rights after the death of 
the father in many families 
across Tanzania. Although 
many cases go unreported, 
there are countless incidents 
of widows and girls being 
pushed out of family houses 
and denied their rights in the 
course of the distribution of 
inheritance wealth left by a 
deceased father.

However, over time, the 
trend is changing as male-
children are also subjected 
to problems and denied their 
inheritance rights after the 
death of their parents in a 
family.

Young boys, Samson Kuhali 
(20) and MashakaKuhali (17),  

all residents of Masumbwe, 
Mbogwe District, Geita 
Region stand  out as real 
examples of male-children 
who experienced untold 
harassment and who 
were chased out of their 
matrimonial house after the 
death of their mother.

Before the death, the boys 
were living peacefully with 
their mother and step-father 
in the same house ( jointly 
built by the couple) located at 
Masumbwe village, Mbogwe 
District. The family lived in 
harmony and unity.

But the situation changed 
drastically after the death 
of their mother. Step-father 
began mistreating the boys 
by denying them basic rights 
including meeting their daily 
needs. 

He later chased the two 

boys out of the house on the 
grounds that they had no 
right to inherit the property.

Led by Perepetua Ruben 
Buzima, the sister to the 
deceased, the relatives 
fought hard to claim back the 
house and ensure the boys’ 
access to their inheritance 
right. They  spent lots of 
financial resources and time 
to follow up on the case in 
various channels and their 
struggle ended in vain, as 
step-father refused to give 
the boys their rights

Relatives of the deceased 
went to Mbogwe District 
Social Welfare Office, where 
they were advised to lodge 
a case with Masumbwe 
Primary Court. 

The step-father was 
summoned, but rejected 
to appear before the court. 

Deceased relatives were 
allowed by the court to 
select a person who would 
oversee distribution of 
the disputed inheritance 
house. Family members 
convened a meeting and 
appointed Raphael Ruben 
(50) as an overseer of the 
distribution process. 

However, step-father 
refused to cooperate. He 
took the matter back to 
primary court magistrate 
who failed to resolve the 
conflict. The deceased 
family consulted a lawyer 
who agreed to assist at 
a higher feet which they 
could not afford.

Some villagers advised 
the family to seek 
paralegals assistance. 
They met Mbogwe district 
paralegal, who assisted 
t h e m — r e - o r g a n i s i n g 
necessary documents 
and filed an appeal at 
Mbogwe District Land 
and Housing Tribunal. 
The court summoned 
the step-father, heard 
arguments of both sides 
and ordered the house to 
be sold at a market price 
and proceeds divided 
equally to both conflicting 
parties (the two boys and 
their step-father).

The house was finally 
sold out at 2.5m/- and 
proceeds divided as per 
court order. The boys have 
since relocated to another 
village where they are now 
doing small businesses to 
support their families.

“Before paralegals’ 
intervention, we (family) 
spent a lot of money, 
energy and time in this 
case--preparing court 
documents and related 
costs, it became easier 
after paralegal stepped-in 
to assist and with no time, 
the case came to an end, 
and the boys secured their 
rights,” says Perepetua 
Buzima, the deceased’s 
younger sister.

“We are grateful 
that justice prevailed. 
The boys got their 
shares and invested 
in small businesses, I 
now understand the 
importance of preparing a 
will to protect our families, 
particularly wife and 
children from inheritance 
problems,” says Julie 
Mozao, a family friend.

Paralegals resolve inheritance
wrangle in Mbogwe District

Yara Tanzania general manager Willian Ngeno briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after signing an 
agreement to support development and boost farmers by increasing crop production. He is flanked by TADB director of 
credit and business development, Augustino Chacha. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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C
HANCES are improving of 
the world coming closer to 
implement the Paris Accords 
on climate change globally, 

especially with regard to meeting set 
targets for reducing the production 
– and releasing to the ozone layer – of 
noxious carbon dioxide, methane and 
similar gases. 

The crucial problem has usually 
been the part that the United 
States is supposed to play, as most 
countries tend to leverage their own 
contributions to noxious gases and 
climate change responsibility burden 
on the US. China for instance says it is 
a developing country and its economy 
is still developing in per capita terms, 
while in terms of individual countries it 
is second largest polluter.

Whether or not the past  catastrophic 
events in the Caribbean and the 
United States have had a bearing in 
US decision making is one thing, but 
it is a fact that a shift in position has 
been noticed, where the US is seeking 
minimal or substantial concessions 
to go along with the Paris Accords on 
climate change. 

President Donald Trump was elected 
on a scorecard of withdrawal of the 
US from climate change processes, as 
naysayers in the US believe that global 
warming is hocus pocus. It is an age 
old difference between philosophies 
of stability where cycles of minor 
spikes or dips are possible (in world 
temperatures) and an intuition of 
change in a broader sense.

In relation to US and global debates, 
we have usually been involved in 
genetic modification issues as it 
directly affects what we do, with the 
same variations of sentiment being 
noticed in climate science, but not on 
the same parameters. 

Activists change places, as those who 
advocate genetic modification (change 
of species, destruction of traditional 
varieties) become the movers or 
activists for change, while those who 
espouse climate change become rank 
conservatives in relation to genetic 

modification. 
They espouse stability and natural 

variation, defending regional 
distribution of species instead of 
invading all agricultural lands with 
genetically made varieties.

There is an area where activists 
in Europe and America as well as in 
our countries have similar positions, 
namely in climate change, that the 
debate narrows down to limiting the 
production of noxious gases, which in 
our case becomes synonymous with 
holding back on the use of coal as a 
source of energy. 

It would also be appropriate to 
diminish the pace of using natural gas 
in factory or domestic energy needs 
and instead go for renewable like 
hydropower, wind power and solar 
power. On account of poor demand 
structure and intense layout needs 
before a renewable energy source is 
operational, reliance on existing means 
shall continue, with renewable on slow 
spread.

Still there is a sphere where Africa 
could easily become more proactive, 
if senior government officials and 
NGO activists abandoned their habit 
of seeing themselves as holders of 
the balance between US and China 
disputes in global energy policies or 
options, financing formulas, etc. It 
is more appropriate for us to design 
workable methods for instance in lieu 
with the World Bank and development 
banks, to change arid and semi-arid 
regions into vegetation by dam building 
and sprinkle irrigation. 

When such areas are placed in the 
hands of investors with medium range 
title to the lend, 33 years to 66 years, 
they could revegetate it and lease 
to developers for affordable rent to 
recover costs, meanwhile as they pay 
back the funds for their being invested 
in similar projects else where. If such 
programmes are adopted all over 
Africa, in ten years time the Sahel belt 
shall have returned to ‘green pastures;’ 
more ambitious methods could be 
devised for the Sahara. 

We should focus on adapting national 
infrastructure to impacts of climate change

By Peter Fabricius

T
HE slow but stubborn 
unfolding of justice in a 
humble magistrate’s court 
in South Africa continues 

to embarrass both Rwanda’s President 
Paul Kagame and South Africa’s Cyril 
Ramaphosa. It also undermines their 
intentions to normalise relations 
between their countries.

Last week the Randburg court was 
meant to start an inquest into the 
death of Kagame’s estranged former 
external intelligence chief Patrick 
Karegeya on New Year’s Eve 2013 in a 
five-star hotel room in Sandton. But 
Magistrate Mashiane Mathopa stopped 
the inquest, agreeing with AfriForum’s 
Gerrie Nel, the lawyer representing 
Karegeya’s family, that first the police 
and the National Prosecuting Authority 
must demonstrate that they have done 
all they can to arrest the four Rwandans 
suspected of murdering him.

The suggestion is that for over five 
years South Africa has been sitting 
on enough evidence to prosecute the 
suspects but hasn’t tried to extradite 
them, to avoid further souring relations 
with Rwanda.

Mathopa read to the court this week 
a letter from the Gauteng Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) to the police 
on 5 June last year in which he revealed 
he had decided not to prosecute but 
instead to order an inquest.

South Africa and Rwanda could do 
many things together in Africa, if they 
could only stand each other

The DPP suggested that was because 
the suspects had fled to Rwanda 
because ‘close links exist between the 
suspects and the current Rwandan 
government’. There was also no 
extradition treaty between Rwanda 
and South Africa and so there was no 
real chance Rwanda would agree to 
extradite them to South Africa.

‘It is clear from the above letter that 
the Prosecution knows who and where 
the suspects are, and what needs to be 
done,’ Mathopa said. He issued an order 
for the investigating office in the case to 
explain within 14 days what steps, if any, 
had been taken to arrest the Rwandan 
suspects, ‘since their whereabouts and 
their identity are known’.

The date of the letter is suggestive, 
arousing the suspicions of lawyer Nel 
that there had been ‘political meddling’ 
in the Karegeya case. AfriForum got 
involved, he said, because it seemed 
politics was trumping justice. The DPP 
wrote his letter just three months after 
Kagame and Ramaphosa met in Kigali 
and instructed their foreign ministers 
to normalise relations. Relations have 
been going further downhill ever since. 
Justice it seems, is resisting politics.

The poor relations between the two 
countries have mostly been about 
Karegeya and his friend Kayumba 

Nyamwasa, the former Rwandan 
defence force chief of staff who was 
shot and wounded in Johannesburg in 
June 2010.

Both men were close to Kagame 
before they fell out with him and fled to 
South Africa where they established an 
opposition political party, the Rwanda 
National Congress. That clearly rattled 
Kagame, who claims it is plotting to 
overthrow him by force. The Rwanda 
National Congress insists it is a political 
party but is banned in Rwanda.

So Kagame accuses South Africa of 
harbouring ‘terrorists’ trying to oust 
him while South Africa accuses Rwanda 
of sending assassination squads here to 
eliminate its political opponents.

Poor relations between South Africa 
and Rwanda have mostly been about 
Karegeya and Nyamwasa

International relations minister 
Lindiwe Sisulu publicly revealed late 
last year that she had met Nyamwasa 
to discuss how he might be affected 
by the attempts to normalise relations. 
At the time she also disclosed that she 
had been ‘pleasantly surprised’ that he 
was prepared to sit down and negotiate 
with Kagame.

That remark infuriated the Rwandan 
government which angrily declared 
it was not prepared to negotiate with 
‘terrorists’. Social media trolls believed 
to be close to the government peppered 
Sisulu with insults. Normalisation was 
suspended.

The Karegeya inquest is making 
things worse. It now seems likely that 
if the police confirm to Magistrate 

Mathopa that they have not sought to 
extradite the four Rwandan suspects, 
they will be asked to do so. If they 
do, Rwanda will no doubt refuse to 
hand over the suspects, but in the 
process, will be forced to field awkward 
questions from media and others about 
why it won’t.

Then, Nel said, the next step should 
be to issue an international arrest 
warrant for them so that if the suspects 
set foot in another country which has 
an extradition treaty with South Africa, 
they can be arrested and brought to 
trial. If no suspects are arrested, the 
inquest can proceed, with everyone 
confident in the knowledge that the 
authorities have done all they can to 
prosecute the suspects. The inquest 
would no doubt unearth more 
embarrassments for Kigali.

It’s beginning to look as though 
South Africa and Rwanda’s interests 
are inherently incompatible, and not 
only because of this case. Last week 
Kagame, acting as current chairperson 
of the African Union (AU), convened a 
meeting of presidents of the Southern 
African Development Community and 
the International Conference on the 
Great Lakes Region in Addis Ababa. It 
included Ramaphosa.

Kagame was to lead a delegation of 
presidents to Kinshasa on Monday to 
examine allegations of vote rigging

Kagame, supported by Angola, the 
Republic of the Congo, Uganda and 
Chad, persuaded the ad hoc summit to 
issue a call for the Constitutional Court 
of the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo (DRC) to suspend its expected 
declaration of Félix Tshisekedi as 
winner of the presidential elections.

Kagame was to lead a delegation 
of some of these presidents to 
Kinshasa this past Monday to examine 
allegations of vote rigging which many 
observers believe robbed candidate 
Martin Fayulu of victory.

Ramaphosa and Namibia’s Hage 
Geingob seemed to be the only ones 
opposing these decisions. Although 
Ramaphosa was to be part of the 
Kinshasa delegation, Pretoria was 
incensed at what it saw as Kagame 
railroading the African presidents 
into interference in the DRC’s legal 
autonomy.

There was plenty of hypocrisy to go 
around of course. Kagame intervening 
in the name of democracy? Pretoria 
upholding the sanctity of the DRC 
Constitutional Court when it knew that 
Tshisekedi’s ‘victory’ was just a ploy by 
‘outgoing’ President Joseph Kabila to 
remain the power behind the throne? 
Then the DRC Constitutional Court 
confirmed Tshisekedi’s victory on 
Sunday, thereby pre-empting the visit 
by Kagame and the other presidents 
the next day.

South Africa and Rwanda could no 
doubt do many things together on the 
continent like advancing the African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement and 
reforming the AU - if they could only 
stand each other. But they seem to be 
inherently incompatible. One thing or 
another will always erupt to sabotage 
this reconciliation of irreconcilables.

Are Rwanda and South Africa irreconcilable?

Presidents Paul Kagame (L) and Cyril Ramaphosa

We should sensitise our youths to become 
entrepreneurs in science and technology 

E
NTREPRENEURSHIP is 
the process of designing, 
launching and running a 
new business, which is often 

initially a small business. The people 
who create these businesses are called 
entrepreneurs. 

Entrepreneurship has been 
described as the “capacity and 
willingness to develop, organise and 
manage a business venture along with 
any of its risks in order to make a profit” 
While definitions of entrepreneurship 
typically focus on the launching and 
running of businesses, due to the high 
risks involved in launching a start-up, 
a significant proportion of start-up 
businesses have to close due to “lack 
of funding, bad business decisions, 
an economic crisis, lack of market 
demand—or a combination of all of 
these.  

Tanzanian youth have a reason to 
smile after Bits and Bytes technology 
convention initiated a new programme 
aimed at sensitising them to become 
entrepreneurs in science and 
technology.

Bits and Bytes technology 
convention is an organisation which 
offers opportunity for participants to 
discuss best practices and theories 
on the implementation of innovation-
driven development strategies and the 
importance of innovative talents.

 The aim is to enable the youth 
show the talents they have and link 
them with local and foreign investors 
in setting up new business projects 
through innovative ideas.

Bits and Bytes technology convention 
co-founder Zuweina Farah revealed 
recently at a conference which involved 
youth from Tanzania and speakers 
from the US, Spain, Ghana, Nairobi, 
South Africa and Tanzania.

They decided to organise the 
conference after identifying various 

talents in Tanzania, where there are 
limited platforms for them to share the 
ideas in science and technology.

During the event, participants 
discussed various issues relating to 
urban planning with a focus on Dar es 
Salaam city waste management and the 
infrastructure it has. The   conference 
also involved key speakers from 
different countries including Spain, the 
US and South Africa.

They also discussed how to use 
different technologies to treat pain for 
human beings and right now the US 
has been successful in using virtual 
reality gear instead of pain killers or 
anaesthesia technology for different 
patients – that is virtual reality.

Virtual reality is a computer-
generated simulation of a three-
dimensional image or environment that 
can be interacted within a seemingly 
real or physical way by a person using 
special electronic equipment, such as 
a helmet with a screen inside or gloves 
fitted with sensors.

The participants made a tour 
of Muhimbili National Hospital’s 
Children’s ward where they educate 
children on how to use the gear while 
at the hospital, children had a chance 
to test the gear and were very happy.

After the meeting they were expected 
to donate virtual reality gear to 
patients especially children in different 
hospitals in Dar es Salaam to keep 
them busy and refresh their minds 
while at the hospital. The conference 
had investors from Ghana and the US, 
and Tanzanian youth who will provide 
the best business idea would be linked 
with local and foreign investors who 
are interested to enter into partnership 
in doing business together.

The conference was organised by 
Bits and Bytes Convention and the 
targeted youth are of 14 years of age 
and above.
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By Francis Kajubi

C
OMMERCIAL banks which 
once considered govern-
ment securities as a main ve-
hicle to invest their money 

have continued to ditch them in favour 
of lending to the private sector.

According to end of year statement 
by commercial banks published by the 
mainstream media this week, invest-
ments in treasury bills and bonds and 
other instruments with a changed pat-
tern of keeping deposits with other 
banks and financial institutions.

Standard Charted Bank Tanzania for 
instance in its statement indicated that 
it lowered its investment in govern-
ment securities to 307.6n/- as of 31 De-
cember 2018 from the 357.42bn/- dur-
ing the third quarter of 2018.

The bank however increased its de-
posits with other commercial banks 
and financial institutions with a mas-
sive 142.6bn/- from 40.19bn/- during 
the period under review.

Barclays Bank Tanzania Limited also 
reduced its portfolio in government se-
curities to 125.14bn/- against 136.27bn/- 
during the same period.

But the bank also decreased its de-
posits with other banks and finan-
cial institutions to 90.83bn/- from 
276.21bn/- between September and De-
cember 2028. The Absa subsidiary in-
stead opted to increase its savings with 
Bank of Tanzania to 186.61bn/- almost 
three times the 57.22bn/- it had as bal-
ance in September 2018.

As for Stanbic Bank Tanzania Lim-
ited, it also fallowed the same pattern 
as its peers by slightly lowering its in-
vestment in government securities to 
69.08bn/- at the end of December from 
70.38bn/- in September last year. 

The bank also increased its deposits 

Commercial banks ditch investment 
in Treasury instruments as yields fall  

with other banks and financial institutions to 119.89bn/- 
from 63.62bn/- during the period.

Stanbic decreased its investments in Treasury instru-
ments to 193.42bn/- from 254.47bn/- while increasing its 
balance with BoT to 132.53bn/- from 99.79bn/- during the 
same period.

Guaranty Trust Bank (T) Limited which completed two 
years of operations in Tanzania, also lowered its invest-
ment in Treasury instruments to 6.31bn/- from 7.46bn/-

while increasing its deposits with the central bank to 
766.79million/- from 749.87million/- during the period.

“We decided to allocate our investments to best asset 
segments with highly liquidity flows. We are proud that 
in just the first year of our existence in Tanzania, we are 
adequately capitalized far away from other long time ex-
isting banks in the market,” said Jubril Adeniji, Managing 
Director, Guaranty Trust Bank Tanzania Limited.

Commenting on the trend, StanChart Head of Corpo-

rate Affairs, Brand and Marketing, Juanita said their bank 
is focused on creating prosperity for its clients, people 
and communities, using its prowess. 

“In line with our focus, our loans, advances and over-
drafts to our clients have continued to grow over the pe-
riod. In the fourth quarter of last year, loans, advances 
and overdrafts grew from 627.6m/- to 640.4m/-. This ties 
well with our strategy and we will continue to drive this 
agenda in 2019,” Mramba said.

DCB Commercial Bank Plc Chief Manager Commercial, James Ngaluko (2d R), addresses journalists while announcing the bank’s 2018 results. Looking on from left are: DCB 
Head of Marketing and Customer Service, Rahma Ngassa, the bank’s Head of Finance, Zacharia Kapama and Chief Internal Auditor, Deogratius Thadei. Photo: courtesy of 
DCB.    
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4,000 bureau de change operators 

pass anti-money laundering training

By Farha Mohamed 

AFRICA has for many years 
been hailed as the economic 
powerhouse of the future, 
with untapped resources both 
natural and human. Case in point 
being Tanzania’s burgeoning 
population which according to 
the National Bureau of Statistics 
stands at 54 million people 
currently. 

The business environment 
has, in the space of a decade, 
transformed rapidly and 
created an ecosystem for small 
businesses to not only grow but 
thrive, yet in the age of tech and 
open-source information a large 
number of small businesses still 
fail within the first few years of 
operation.

In order for a business to 
succeed, it needs to constantly 
adapt alongside the evolving 
market dynamics, doubling 
down on the aspects that work 
and eliminating the ones that 
don’t. According to financial 
advisors, the following basics 
will help your business prepare 
for success: 

Be SMART
Goals are the starting point 

of any success story, having a 
clear view of where you want 
your business to head in the 
next 6 months, 1-year and even 
10 years. Having a long-term 
vision allows you to track the 
performance of your business. 
Entry-level business studies 
teach us to create SMART goals. 
All future plans must be Specific, 
Measurable, Achievable, 
Relevant, and Time bound.  One 
practice that will ensure that 
your business operation remains 
smart is regular financial audits.  
Annual audits are an excellent 
way for your business to gain 
more control over its financial 
situation and they also ensure 
that your statements are accurate 
with no discrepancies.  Also, 
solid financial statements always 
come in handy when you need to 
get a loan to grow your business 
and can make a difference in the 
interest rate offered.

Finance 
SME owners have a wide 

range of responsibilities as 
they play multiple roles in their 
enterprises and many find the 
notion of securing funding as a 
daunting task. Business owners 
are also often discouraged due 
to the misconception of having 
to undergo complex application 
procedures and submitting 
numerous documentations. 
One can navigate the maze of 
financing by finding a bank 
with advisory services for small 
businesses and banking products 
that specifically cater for SMEs. 
In addition, creating a banking 
history is a key component of 
loan eligibility.  The statement 
of cash flow is a key financial 
statement when securing a loan. 
As a business owner, you need 
to be proactive in depositing 
sales into your bank account 
ensuring that all your business 
financial transactions reflect in 
your bank account and they all 
tally in the financial statements. 
Mobile bank applications make 
this all easy and convenient for 
daily use. Short- and long-term 

Planning for success: Business growth 

for small and medium enterprises

LAGOS 

NO fewer than 4,000 Bureau De 
Change (BDC) operators across 
the six geopolitical zones of the 
country have passed through the 
rigours of trainings on Anti-Money 
Laundering and Countering the 
Financing of Terrorism (AML/
CFT).

The training, being part of the 
Association of Bureaux De Change 
Operators of Nigeria (ABCON) and 
Nigeria Financial Intelligence Unit 
(NFIU) partnership, was a four-
day joint nation-wide training/

sensitisation programme on AML/
CFT reporting for BDCs.

The training, which has been 
ongoing since December 11, 2018, 
was focused on the obligation 
of registering and filling reports 
on the NFIU goAML-Anti-Money 
Laundering portal.

ABCON President, Alhaji 
Aminu Gwadabe, said the anti-
money laundering training was 
to familiarise the operators with 
the process of money laundering 
— the criminal business used 
to disguise the true origin and 
ownership of illegal cash and the 

laws against it.
He said that money laundering 

and terrorist financing pose not 
only a threat, but are enormous 
threats and challenges to the 
economy, security and social life 
in Nigeria, the region and globally. 
But the Head of Compliance, 
NFIU, Ibrahim Pindar, said: “We 
wish to congratulate ABCON 
on the attendance recorded on 
the training of BDC operators 
on AML/CFT obligation of 
registering and filling reports 
on the goAML-Anti-Money 
Laundering portal”

advisors who assist 
in realistically 
visualizing and 
planning for growth.

From survival 
mode to a growth 
mindset

Survivalists are in 
business purely as a 
means of short-term 
economic gain and in 
order for a business 
to grow, owners 
must transcend this 
mindset. SMEs start 
as micro enterprises 
to gain income but 
if you do not create 
long-term wealth in 
your operations, your 
business will operate 
on survival mode.  

SMEs of today are 
the corporations of 
tomorrow and with 
a growth mindset 
that prioritizes long-
term success, this 
can be accomplished. 
A practical way to 
exercise this for 
small businesses is to 
make use of digital 
channels to bank and 
transfer daily revenue 
to save for the future.

BN: Farha 
Mohamed is Head 
Enterprise Banking.

funding will rely on the relationship and 
history one has built with the bank; being 
creditworthy is a valuable asset for all SME 
owners. 

Records
An important aspect that differentiates 

a large corporation from an SME is their 
recordkeeping. In particular, a thorough 
and comprehensive examination of 
your companies’ financial records by an 
independent auditor will showcase the 
accuracy of your financial statements when 
trying to secure funding.  As a growing 
business there are plenty of advantages 
to obtaining a loan. It becomes imperative 
for you to plan for your loan requests well 
in advance as there are such factors as 
property evaluation, confirmation of deed 
transfers with the ministry as well as legal 
items that have to be factored in before you 
approach the bank for funding. Mapping 
out all the required legal documentation 
prior to applying for the loan will infinitely 
simplify the process and save you time.

Knowledge is power
Assess your business and the industry it is 

in.There is abundant information online to 
help you distinguish how similar businesses 
have grown and succeeded. Seek advice 
from experts on how to scale up business 
operations. 

Advisory services are an important 
aspect for SMEs to unlock the potential 
their business may have beyond borders 
and with new supply chains. 

These advisory services can be found in 
banks like Stanbic Tanzania through their 
Biashara Direct offer that is tailored to SMEs 
and connects business owners to financial 

EMPOWERING 
YOUR 

FINANCIAL 
SUCCESS

Farha Mohamed,

CARACAS 

VENEZUELA’S revenues from oil sales to the 
United States have come under severe threat as 
sweeping sanctions on Venezuelan state-owned 
oil firm has sent U.S. buyers scrambling for re-
placements.

The United States on Monday imposed sanc-
tions on Petróleos de Venezuela, S.A., known as 
PDVSA, to cripple the OPEC member’s oil ship-
ments, which account for nearly all of Venezuela’s 
exports, in response to the re-election of socialist 
President Nicolas Maduro, a vote widely viewed 
as fraudulent. Washington has recognized oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s head of 
state.

U.S. refineries that depend on Venezuela’s 
heavy crude are turning to domestic sour crude 
grades to offset the impact, sending prices to the 
strongest in about five years, traders said. Other 
potential alternatives from Canada, Mexico or 
elsewhere in Latin America are hard to secure 
amid slowing production, limited spare capacity 
and transportation bottlenecks, traders said.

Broader oil futures prices found some support 
on news of sanctions but the market reaction was 
largely muted as a lack of investment, misman-
agement and fleeing workers have already driven 
the OPEC-member’s oil production to the lowest 
in almost seven decades.

PDVSA is seeking to sidestep Trump adminis-
tration sanctions restricting payments for its oil 
by asking major buyers, including U.S. refiners, 
to renegotiate contracts, four sources involved in 
the talks said.

Sanctions on Venezuela’s oil firm 
sends US refiners scrambling
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FINANCIAL MARKET

Date: January 29, 2019

Company Closing    Prev  Chg (%)

ACA 5,650 5,700 -0.88

CRDB 135 135 +0.00

DCB 340 340 +0.00

DSE 1,340 1,320 +1.52

EABL 4,760 4,420 +7.69

JHL 9,850 9,850 +0.00

KA 200 200 +0.00

KCB 900 900 +0.00

MBP 500 500 +0.00

MCB 500 500 +0.00

MKCB 800 800 +0.00

MUCOB 400 400 +0.00

NICO 265 265 +0.00

NMB 2,340 2,340 +0.00

NMG 1,460 1,360 +7.35

PAL 400 400 +0.00

SWALA 490 490 +0.00

SWIS 2,340 2,340 +0.00

TBL 12,400 12,400 +0.00

TCC 17,000 17,000 +0.00

TCCL 640 640 +0.00

TICL 385 385 +0.00

TOL 660 660 +0.00

TPCC 2,060 2,060 +0.00

TTP 120 120 +0.00

USL 20 20 +0.00

VODA 800 800 +0.00

YETU 600 600 +0.00

Total Market Capitalization

TZS 20,383.20 bln (USD 8,942.29 mln) 

Indices January  29, 2019

TSI 3,615.22 +0.18

DSEI 2,114.67 +27.77

Exchange Rates (DSE)
Currency  Buying      Selling
EUR 2,591.28 2,617.65

USD 2,268.07 2,290.76

KES 22.38 22.56

GBP 2,947.82 2,977.52

Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange

Date Amount  High  Low  Weighted  

 Traded   Average 

 (Mn USD)

29/Jan/2019 .70 2,302.00 2,293.55 2,294.78

28/Jan/2019 .80 2,302.00 2,293.50 2,294.59

25/Jan/2019 .80 2,300.65 2,293.50 2,294.41

24/Jan/2019 .80 2,300.85 2,293.45 2,294.39

23/Jan/2019 .70 2,300.00 2,293.40 2,294.36

22/Jan/2019 .80 2,300.70 2,293.35 2,294.29

21/Jan/2019 .90 2,301.80 2,293.30 2,294.27

 Date  Volume  High  Low  Weighted  

 (million-TZS)   Average

    Rate (WAR)

28/Jan/2019 7,500 3.50 3.50 3.50

25/Jan/2019 17,000 4.40 3.50 3.78

25/Jan/2019 17,000 4.40 3.50 3.78

24/Jan/2019 17,500 4.25 3.00 3.61

23/Jan/2019 44,500 4.20 2.50 3.38

Interbank Foreign Exchange Market (IFEM)

Inter-bank Local Money Markets

DSE MARKET SUMMARY

TSI 3,615.22 +0.18

DSEI 2,114.67 +27.77

TRADING STATS

Market Cap (bln) 20,383.23

Equity Turnover 59,367,190.00

Total Volume 213,219

Total Deals 42

TOP MOVERS

CRDB 135 187,579

VODA 800 20,000

DSE 1,340 4,000

GAINERS & LOSERS

Company Price Change

ACA 5,650 -0.88%
DSE 1,340 +1.52%
NMG 1,460 +7.35%
EABL 4,760 +7.69%

Tanzania Shilling On Average bases

The USDTZS increased 1.0000 or 0.04% to 2,306.0000 on 

Tuesday January 29 from 2,305.0000 in the previous trading 

session. Historically, the Tanzania Shilling reached an all time 

high of 2340 in January of 2019 and a record low of 1014.30 

in December of 2004.

Shilling

2,294.78 

Inlation

3.3

Year 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971  1972 1973

TZ/USD 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.14 7.14  7.14 7.02

Year 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993  1994 1995

TZ/USD 7.13 7.37 8.38 8.29 7.71 8.22 8.20 8.28 9.28 11.14 15.29 17.47 32.70 64.26 99.29 143.38 195.06 219.16 297.71 405.27  509.63 574.76

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TZ/USD 579.98 612.12 664.67 744.76 800.41 876.41 966.58 1,038.42 1,089.33 1,128.93 1,251.90 1,245.04 1,196.31 1,320.31 1,434.75 1574.35 1583.17 1599.22 1661.85  1977.63  2,188.24 2,240.26

Tanzanian

Shilling

History

Africa Actual Change Daily Weekly Monthly Yearly

NSE-All Share 31,153 -0.08% 30,879 30,494 30,112 29,734

FTSE/JSE TOP 40 48,194 -0.02% 44,928 44,281 43,644 43,015

JALSH-All Share 54,356 -0.06% 50,798 50,067 49,345 48,634

Egypt EGX 30 14,093 0.84% 13,002 12,802 12,605 12,411

Casablanca CFG 25 11,385 0.00% 11,290 11,217 11,144 11,072

Nairobi 20 2,941 1.50% 2,812 2,790 2,769 2,748

NSE All Share 148 0.75% 139 138 137 136

DSEI 2,115 1.33% 1,975 1,952 1,930 1,908

TUN 7,240 0.16% 7,147 7,091 7,036 6,981

GGSECI 2,424 -0.13% 2,472 2,448 2,424 2,400

SEMDEX 2,216 -0.19% 2,211 2,203 2,195 2,188

NSX Overall 1,355 0.09% 1,285 1,262 1,240 1,218

Gaborone 7,871 -0.05% 7,819 7,786 7,754 7,721

Zimbabwe Index 525.5 -0.72% 472.32 457.95 444.02 430.53

All Share Index :30 Jan 2019

Share

1.54%

DSEI increased 32 points or 1.58% to 2087 on Monday January 28 from 2054 in the previ-
ous trading session. Historically, the Tanzania All Share Index DSEI reached an all time high 
of 3686.97 in January of 2019 and a record low of 1161.30 in December of 2010.

Fuel Wef. Wednesday, 2nd Jan 2019 

CROPS, PRICE PER 100KG JAN 28, 2019

LONDON, Jan 30 (Reuters) - Gold prices 
edged up on Wednesday to their highest since 
May 2018, supported by uncertainty over 
U.S.-China trade relations and expectations 
the Federal Reserve will keep rates on hold.

Spot gold was up 0.2 percent at $1,313.96 
per ounce as of 0712 GMT, after touching 
$1,315.49, its highest since May 14, 2018 ear-
lier in the session. U.S. gold futures rose 0.3 
percent to $1,312.8 per ounce.

“For the short-term gold is going to move 
higher as the U.S. Federal Reserve will have 
a dovish tone, which should weaken the dollar 
and give gold a bit of a move up,” said INTL 
FCStone analyst Edward Meir. The absence 
of an agreement in U.S-China trade talks 
should also beneit gold, he said.

Investors are waiting on the Federal Reserve’s 
policy decision later in the day, with expecta-
tions oicials will reinforce their recent dov-
ish stance given a stalemate on global trade, 
signs of a slowdown in the U.S. economy, and 
waning business and consumer conidence.

The Fed raised interest rates four times last 
year.

Investors are also concerned that criminal 
charges against China’s Huawei Technologies 
Co. Ltd. for violating U.S. sanctions against 
Iran could complicate U.S.-China trade talks.

China’s Vice Premier Liu is due to meet U.S. 
Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer later 
in the day.

“Gold also looks good on the charts ... Physi-

cal demand seems to be improving in some 
markets and ETF buying has been increasing. 
In general the path of least resistance is prob-
ably higher from here,” Meir said.

Underscoring investor interest in the bullion, 
holdings of SPDR Gold Trust, the world’s larg-
est gold-backed exchange-traded fund, rose 1 
percent to 823.87 tonnes on Tuesday, to their 
highest since June.

SPDR gold holdings climbed 4.6 percent so far 
this month, their best since September 2017.

“A combination of falling treasury yields, anxi-
ety over Brexit and Venezuela is all helping 
gold,” said Nicholas Frappell, global general 
manager, ABC Bullion.

British lawmakers rejected most amendments 
that aimed to keep Britain from leaving the Eu-
ropean Union without a deal, reviving worries 
of a chaotic withdrawal from the trading bloc 
that would damage the UK economy.

The United States on Monday imposed export 
sanctions on Venezuelan state-owned oil irm 
Petroleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA), which 
could increase Washington’s diplomatic hos-
tilities toward Russia.

Amongst other precious metals, silver was up 
0.6 percent at $15.94 per ounce, having hit 
$15.96 earlier in the session, its highest since 
July 2018.

Palladium dropped 0.3 percent to $1,341.18 
per ounce, while platinum was up 0.6 percent 
at $814.41.

Gold scales 8-month peak on Fed rate pause hopes, trade woes
* Spot gold was up 0.2 percent at $1,313.96 per ounce

* Palladium dropped 0.3 percent to $1,341.18 per ounce

LONDON Jan 30 (Reuters) - Oil prices held steady on 
Wednesday, boosted by concerns about supply disrup-
tions following U.S. sanctions on Venezuela’s oil industry 
but pegged back by a bleak outlook for the global econ-
omy.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures were 
at $53.34 per barrel at 0950 GMT, up 3 cents or 0.06 per-
cent.

International Brent crude oil futures were at $61.45 per 
barrel, up 13 cents or 0.21 percent.

Washington announced export sanctions against state-
owned oil producer Petroleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA) 
on Monday, limiting transactions between U.S. compa-
nies that do business with the irm.

“The sanctions so far have been mostly disruptive for re-
iners on the U.S. Gulf Coast, who are being forced to 
seek alternative heavy crude supplies, and have stepped 
up purchases from Canada,” said Vandana Hari of Vanda 
Insights, an energy consultancy.

The sanctions aim to freeze sale proceeds from PDVSA’s 
exports of roughly 500,000 barrels per day of crude to the 
United States.

World oil futures rose by more than 2 percent on Tuesday, 
but the market has not seen panicked buying as a result 
of the U.S. decision to target Venezuela’s oil output.

Its output was already near seven-decade lows and the 
sanctions afect Venezuelan supply only to the United 

States.

“The (Venezuelan) export volumes will not be eliminated 
from the market, but rather rerouted to other countries,” 
said Paola Rodriguez-Masiu, an analyst at consultancy 
Rystad Energy.

With the United States dropping out as a customer for 
Venezuelan oil, she added that “China and India ... will 
be able to pick up these oil volumes at great discounts”.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro said on Wednes-
day he was ready for talks with the opposition although 
he ruled out snap elections the opposition is demanding.

Beyond Venezuela, analysts pointed to economic weak-
ness as countering supply-side troubles.

World markets slip on China worries; dollar steady ahead 
of trade talks
“Another major risk event for the oil market will be U.S.-
China trade talks which get underway today,” said Ste-
phen Brennock, analyst at London brokerage PVM Oil.

“Both sides are now faced with a now or never moment in 
settling their trade spat.”

Global economic growth is slowing amid a trade dispute 
between the United States and China, the world’s two big-
gest economies.

Oicials from Washington and Beijing are set to launch a 
new round of trade talks on Wednesday. The two sides 
have slapped hefty import tarifs on each other’s goods.

Oil prices steady, torn between Venezuela sanctions and gloomy economy

SUBJECT UMOJA  WEKEZA WATOTO   JIKIMU LIQUID

 FUND MAISHA  EX-ID TZS /=3

1. Net Asset Value     

(MTshs.) 217,574 1,199 3,134 20,037 38,854

2.Net Asset Value per unit     

(Tshs.) 568.3572 380.6770 330.8908 126.3789 202.1097

3. Sale Price per Unit     

(Tshs.) 568.3572 380.6770 330.8908 126.3789 202.109

4. Repurchase Price per Unit    

(Tshs.) 562.6736 373.0635 327.5819 123.8513 202.1097

UTT - AMIS -30JAN, 2019

Region  Maize   Rice   Sorghum   Bulrush Millet   Finger Millet   Wheat   Beans    Irish  potatoes 

  Low    High    Low    High   Low   High   Low    High    Low    High    Low   High   Low High Low  High 
Arusha 43000 43000 160000 200000 32000 35000 42000 45000 70000 75000 70000 75000 100000 160000 75000 80000

D’Salaam 65000 70000 160000 230000 60000 60000 60000 70000 110000 140000 110000 150000 180000 210000 45000 80000

Dodoma 38000 43000 145000 195000 30000 35000 32000 41000 60000 85000 160000 160000 140000 160000 63000 70000

Geita  55000 56000 150000 160000 120000 125000 NA NA 180000 185000 160000 165000 150000 160000 NA NA

Iringa 35000 38000 150000 200000 NA NA NA NA 100000 100000 115000 115000 110000 140000 58000 58000

Kagera 55000 60000 140000 185000 90000 100000 100000 110000 120000 150000 NA NA 90000 150000 65000 75000

Kilimanjaro 48000 50000 150000 180000 70000 80000 NA NA 180000 180000 106000 106000 160000 160000 65000 70000

Kigoma 45000 50000 150000 160000 70000 70000 60000 60000 130000 150000 140000 150000 140000 145000 90000 90000

Lindi 60000 70000 190000 200000 100000 140000 NA NA  175000 180000 NA NA 180000 200000 115000 115000

Mara 50000 50000 120000 135000 50000 55000 NA NA  NA  NA  NA NA 150000 170000 80000 100000

Manyara  47000 54000 150000 200000 36000 42000 80000 100000 90000 120000 80000 120000 150000 150000 100000 100000

Morogoro 45312 50000 130000 170000 90000 95000 90000 95000 155000 160000 170000 175000 170000 180000 80000 82500

Mtwara 51000 52000 170000 190000 90000 100000 NA NA 190000 195000 NA NA 175000 180000 110000 115000

Mwanza 65000 65000 150000 170000 NA NA 150000 150000 150000 160000 NA NA 160000 170000 80000 80000

Njombe  40000 40000 150000 210000 NA NA NA NA 120000 125000 80000 95000 135000 175000 30000 30000

Rukwa 42000 45000 140000 160000 70000 80000 NA NA 140000 180000 90000 100000 90000 120000 75000 90000

Ruvuma 40000 40000 170000 200000 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 120000 150000 75000 80000

Singida 50000 52000 130000 150000 60000 60000 54000 54000 NA NA NA NA 150000 180000 80000 85000

Shinyanga  60000 61000 120000 130000 48000 50000 48000 50000 120000 130000 130000 140000 190000 200000 80000 100000

    AVERAGE PRICES FOR FOOD CROPS
TSH/100KG 

Maize 52,556 Finger Millet 149,333

Rice 179,167 Wheat 134,182

Sorghum 78,000 Beans 166,667

Bulrush Millet 81,111 Round potatoes 83,559

GOLD OIL COPPER

$61$1,313 ---

 Actual  Chg  %Chg

EURUSD 1.14312  0.00012 0.01 %

GBPUSD 1.30912  0.00252 0.19 %

AUDUSD 0.71930  0.004 0.56 %

NZDUSD 0.68331  0.00001 0.00 %

USDJPY 109.43  0.05 0.04 %

USDCNY 6.73105  0.01575 -0.23 %

USDCHF 0.99763  0.00333 0.33 %

USDCAD 1.32262  0.00388 -0.29 %

USDMXN 19.1240  0.138 0.73 %

USDINR 71.1670  0.213 -0.30 %

USDBRL 3.7160  0.0041 -0.11 %

USDRUB 65.9397  0.0539 -0.08 %

US Dollar 95.82  0.01 -0.01 %

USDKRW 1,116.78  0.2300 -0.02%

Foreign Exchange- Jan 30

Energy Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Crude Oil 53.8075 0.99% 2.28% 18.51% -16.86%
Brent 61.739 0.88% 0.98% 14.75% -10.59%
Natural gas 2.8657 -2.71% -3.80% -2.49% -4.28%
Gasoline 1.3688 1.31% -1.30% 3.32% -28.30%
Heating oil 1.9057 0.55% 0.90% 13.37% -7.91%
Ethanol 1.268 0.00% -0.16% 0.32% -8.78%
Naphtha 457.7 0.39% -0.11% -1.12% -22.72%
Propane 0.66 0.24% -0.66% -2.44% -26.43%
Uranium 29.05 0.17% 0.52% 1.93% 30.56%

Metals Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Gold 1313.83 0.00% 2.39% 2.33% -2.38%
Silver 15.8489 0.25% 3.24% 2.38% -8.44%
Platinum 811.5 0.25% 2.20% 2.50% -18.85%
Palladium 1340.5 -0.37% -0.48% 6.28% 30.39%
Manganese 39.5 0.00% 0.00% -5.95% -3.66%
Neodymium 398,000.00 0.00% 0.00% -0.62% -10.56%
Rhodium 2,495.00 0.00% 1.01% 1.42% 38.61%

Agricultural Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Soybeans 925.1265 0.49% 1.08% 4.80% -7.12%
Wheat 515.0119 0.54% -2.14% 2.29% 13.95%
Cotton 74.25 0.13% 0.91% 2.76% -4.00%
Rice 10.725 0.00% -0.33% 6.24% -13.80%

Town Petrol Diesel Kerosene
 (TZS/Litre)  (TZS/Litre)  (TZS/Litre)

Dar es Salaam 2,295 2,224 2,202

Arusha 2,255 2,299 2,286

Kibaha 2,300 2,228 2,206

Dodoma 2,354 2,283 2,260

Geita 2,461 2,389 2,367

Iringa 2,359 2,288 2,266

Katavi 2,503 2,432 2,410

Kigoma 2,527 2,455 2,433

Moshi 2,245 2,289 2,276

Lindi 2,354 2,283 2,261

Manyara 2,289 2,333 2,320

Mara 2,474 2,403 2,380

Mbeya 2,402 2,331 2,309

Morogoro 2,320 2,249 2,227

Mtwara 2,368 2,296 2,274

Mwanza 2,445 2,374 2,352

Njombe 2,388 2,316 2,294

Sumbawanga 2,468 2,397 2,375

Ruvuma 2,419 2,347 2,325

Shinyanga 2,424 2,353 2,331

Singida 2,386 2,315 2,292

Songwe 2,411 2,340 2,318

Tabora 2,449 2,378 2,356

Tanga 2,198 2,243 2,229

World Commodities ($) 30 January 2019

Inlation 3.3% - December 2018: Top Movers

Exchange Rates for 30 / Jan /2019
  
Currency in 100 Units Spot Buying Spot Selling

EAST AFRICAN CURRENCIES

Kenya SHS 2,256.27 2,274.31

Uganda SHS 58.32 62.49

Rwandan Franc 253.20 256.30

Burundi Franc 217.54 219.18

     

OTHER SELECTED CURRENCIES

USD 227,205.94 229,478.00

Pound STG 299,071.18 302,176.63

EURO 259,423.74 262,109.77

Canadian $ 171,333.94 172,982.06

Switz. Franc 228,623.41 230,816.74

Japanese YEN 2,075.32 2,095.50

Swedish Kronor 25,068.23 25,310.54

Norweg. Kronor 26,748.05 27,005.99

Danish Kronor 34,760.64 35,102.87

Australian $ 162,702.17 164,352.14

Indian RPS 3,192.84 3,223.78

Pakistan RPS 1,557.33 1,627.50

Zambian Kwacha 18,854.47 19,155.09

Malawian Kwacha 290.44 311.08

Mozambique-MET 3,649.89 3,680.48

Zimbabwe $ 42.52 43.38

SDR 317,161.32 320,332.93

Gold (T/O) 297,676,135.13 300,829,594.54

S. African Rand 16,693.68 16,854.42

UAE Dirham 61,861.78 62,468.49

Singapore $ 168,064.16 169,669.50

Honk Kong $ 28,957.82 29,246.65

Saud Arabian Rial 60,583.40 61,184.34

Kuwait Dinar 749,359.96 756,579.08

Botswana Pula 21,698.17 22,098.73

Chinese Yuan 33,760.67 34,047.69

Malaysia Ringgit 55,281.25 55,779.78

South Korea Won 203.35 205.02

Newzealand 155,454.30 157,054.74

Fluctuation of a Shilling



WORLD

CARACAS/MOSCOW 

VENEZUELA’S socialist leader Nico-
las Maduro accused U.S. President 
Donald Trump of ordering his assas-
sination while his main global backer 
Russia called yesterday for mediation 
in a standoff deepening geopolitical 
splits.

The fight to control Venezuela, 
which has the world’s largest oil re-

serves, has intensified with new U.S. 
sanctions and legal moves that may 
bring the arrest of opposition leader 
and self-declared interim president 
Juan Guaido.

In an interview with Moscow’s RIA 
news agency, Maduro, 56, facing the 
biggest challenge to his rule since 
replacing Hugo Chavez six years ago, 
said Trump had ordered neighboring 
Colombia to murder him.

Venezuela’s Maduro 
says Trump out to kill 
him, Russia seeks talks

“Donald Trump has without doubt given an 
order to kill me and has told the government of 
Colombia and the Colombian mafia to kill me,” 
Maduro said, reprising a constant accusation of 
his and Chavez’s over the years.

Bogota and Washington have routinely denied 
that, while foes say Maduro uses such accusa-

tions as a smokescreen when in trouble.
However, speculation of military action against 

him was fueled this week when Trump adviser 
John Bolton carried a notepad with the words 
“5,000 troops to Colombia”.

 In an early morning tweet, Trump warned U.S. 
citizens against traveling to Venezuela, given the 
unrest.

Russia, which like China has loaned and in-
vested billions of dollars in OPEC member Ven-
ezuela, called on Guaido to drop his demand for 
a snap election and instead accept mediation.

However, given the failure of previous rounds 
of dialogue, including one led by the Vatican, op-
ponents are suspicious, believing Maduro uses 
them to quell protests and buy time.

Venezuela’s Supreme Court has imposed a 
travel ban on Guaido and frozen his bank ac-
counts in apparent retaliation for oil sanctions 
imposed by the United States that are expected 
to severely hit an already collapsing economy.

GLOBAL STANDOFF

The United States is Venezuela’s largest crude 
importer, ahead of India and China, but the new 
measures limit transactions between U.S. com-
panies and state oil company PDVSA.

Oil prices held steady yesterday, as Venezuela 
supply concerns were offset by the bleak global 
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President Nicolas Maduro talking during a meeting 
with Venezuelan diplomats returning from the US, 
at the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas on 
Monday. (AFP)

MOSCOW

A GROUP of MEPs have urged 
Cyprian authorities not to coop-
erate with Russia on an inquiry 
against the man behind the 
Magnitsky Act, William Browder. 
Now, a Russian lawyer claims 
that Browder himself arranged 
this petition to hide data on his 
operations.

Browder (pictured), a US-born 
British investor and the founder 
of Hermitage Capital Manage-
ment, fears that his fraudulent 
investment schemes involving 
offshore assets in Cyprus would 
be revealed to European au-
thorities if Cyprus continues to 
cooperate with Moscow on its 
probe against him, Natalya Ves-
elnitskaya, a Russian lawyer who 
conducted her own investiga-
tion into Browder’s operations, 
told RT. She added that Browder 
is actively trying to paint the in-
vestigation against him as politi-
cally motivated.

“He (Browder) is afraid of the 
Russian probe that has conclu-
sive evidence of his financial 
crimes and proof that his theory 
of Magnitsky’s death is an abso-

lute fake. 
That’s why Browder is ready 

to stage any provocation,” Ves-
elnitskaya said. She went on to 
say that the investor’s decision 
to intervene was particularly 
“influenced by the fact that the 
entire network of offshore com-
panies that make up his organ-
ized criminal group is located on 
the territory of Cyprus.”

The incident that Veselnits-
kaya was referring to took place 
in late October 2017. At that 
time, 17 members of the Euro-
pean Parliament appealed to 
Cypriot President Nikos Anasta-
siades in an open letter, in which 
they called on him to stop as-
sisting Russia in its investigation 
against Browder.

The MEPs particularly ex-
pressed their concerns over the 
fact that “the Cypriot govern-
ment is actively assisting the 
Russian government in further-
ing human rights violations 
through assistance with politi-
cally motivated prosecutions, in 
contravention of its obligations 
under European conventions,” 
as reported by the local Cyprus 
Mail daily. 

Even though the letter car-
ried absolutely no legal weight 
and could not force Anastasia-
des to take any measures, the 
MEPs still sought to exert pres-
sure on the Cypriot authorities 
by stating that “the conduct of 
Cyprus in this case will have 
implications that go far beyond 
this case.” The letter also explic-
itly stated that the investigation 
against Browder was of a “politi-
cal nature.”

“While every other European 
country, Interpol and the Coun-
cil of Europe have deemed the 
Russian proceedings against 
Browder to be politically moti-
vated, your country has taken a 
contrary position, and agreed to 
provide assistance to a Russian 
politically-motivated process, 
clearly in violation of your ob-
ligations under the rule of law,” 
the signatories to the letter said. 

Just weeks before the MEPs 
sent their letter to the Cypriot 
president, Browder himself filed 
a request to the court of Nicosia, 
asking for an emergency injunc-
tion against the transfer of any 
data concerning his activities in 
the island country to Russia. 

According to Veselnitskaya, 
the letter and the application 
filed by Browder were “a double 
gambit by the criminal union 
between Browder and his law-
yers: an attempt to interrupt the 
course of the investigation and 
interfere in the judicial process.”

Notably, as many as 12 out of 
17 European lawmakers who 
signed the letter, were men-
tioned in the so-called “Soros 
list” – a document prepared for 
the Open Society European Pol-
icy Institute, which itself is part 
of the Open Society Founda-
tions run by the US investor and 
hedge fund manager George So-

ros. 
The document published on 

the Internet after the mail server 
of the Open Society Foundations 
was hacked in 2016 lists those, 
whom it calls “reliable allies in 
the European Parliament.” 

The letter’s signatories who 
are also “reliable allies” of Soros 
include socialists Ana Gomes, 
Pier Antonio Panzeri, and Juan 
Fernando Lopez Aguilar; mem-
ber of the European Conserva-
tives and Reformists Group 
Monica Macovei; liberals Maite 
Pagazaurtundua Ruiz, Petras 
Austrevicius and Fredrick Fed-
erley; greens Rebecca Harms 
and Judith Sargentini; and mem-
bers of the European People’s 
Party Christofer Fjellner, Lars 
Adaktusson, and Gunnar Hok-
mark. 

Two more signatories to the 
letter are Anna Fotyga and San-
dra Kalniete, former foreign 
ministers of Poland and Latvia 
respectively, known for their ini-
tiatives to “counteract Russian 
influence” in Europe.

In mid-October, even before 
the letter signed by the Euro-
pean lawmakers reached the 

Cypriot president, the Prosecu-
tion Office of Cyprus actually 
suspended cooperation with 
Russia on the investigation into 
the allegations against Browder. 

In particular, Cypriot authori-
ties banned a Russian delega-
tion from coming to the island in 
pursuit of the investigative pro-
cedures, citing the application 
filed by Browder, in which he 
claimed that the Russian investi-
gation was politically motivated.

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
suspected the Cypriot authori-
ties’ decision was influenced 
from abroad. “We have serious 
doubts regarding the legality of 
that decision, which was made 
public before the court issued 
a decision on Mr Browder’s ac-
tion, as well as to whether Cy-
prus took the decision indepen-
dently,” the ministry said in a 
statement. 

Browder became known for 
his role in the adoption of the 
so-called Magnitsky Act – the 
2012 US regulation that imposes 
sanctions on Russian individuals 
and companies over alleged vio-
lations of human rights. 

Browder actively lobbied the 

act in the US and then also en-
couraged the European coun-
tries to follow suit and also im-
posed sanctions on Russia over 
alleged human rights violations. 

The investor, however, has a 
long history of animosity against 
Russia. In 2013, he was sen-
tenced to nine years in prison in 
absentia for tax evasion. 

According to the 2013 court 
verdict, Browder together with 
his Russian auditor Sergey Mag-
nitsky failed to pay over 552 mil-
lion rubles in taxes (about $16 
million). 

The businessman was also 
found guilty of illegally buying 
shares in the country’s natural 
gas giant Gazprom. According to 
the law enforcers, that cost Rus-
sia at least 3 billion rubles ($100 
million).

Magnitsky died in pre-trial 
custody in 2009 after being de-
tained as part of investigation in 
Browder’s fraudulent financial 
schemes in Russia. His death al-
lowed Browder to present the 
whole case as political persecu-
tion and lobby for the adoption 
of the Magnitsky Act in the US.

        Agencies

Magnitsky Act mastermind seeks to stop Cyprus from revealing his offshore assets to Russia

Ethiopian Airlines’ latest Chinese-built infrastructure to power continental ambition 
ADDIS ABABA

ETHIOPIAN Airlines Group, the fastest grow-
ing aviation group in Africa, has envisaged to 
realize its ambition of becoming Africa’s lead-
ing aviation hub with its latest Chinese-built 
infrastructure. 

Ethiopia’s flag carrier on Sunday inaugurated 
an expansion project at the Bole International 
Airport in the capital Addis Ababa, which was 
funded and built by China with a construction 
cost of some 363 million U.S. dollars. 

 The newly inaugurated terminal, with fund-
ing from the Export-Import Bank of China and 
built by the Chinese construction giant China 
Communications Construction Company, has 
an annual capacity of serving about 22 million 
passengers, eventually tripling the airline’s 
current capacity towards making Addis Ababa 
as the aviation hub of the African continent. 

 Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said 
during the inauguration ceremony on Sunday 
that “What we learn from today’s inauguration 
of the new passenger terminal is that we have 
a lot of work ahead of us.”  

  “We expect the Board and the Management 
(of Ethiopian Airlines Group) not to be com-
placent with the new terminal, but rather to 
aim for a bigger facility with a capacity to ac-

commodate at least 100 million passengers,” 
Ahmed said. 

The newly expanded airport terminal is 
equipped with amenities and high-tech sys-

tems of 21st century global airport hub, in-
cluding improved baggage handling and lat-
est technology security machines along with 
modern passenger service packages, it was 
indicated.  

The new passenger terminal features the lat-
est technology security systems, self-check-in 
machines, self-boarding system, lounges, duty 
free shops and other amenities, it was report-
ed.

Ahmed, together with the Chairperson of 
the African Union (AU) Commission, Moussa 
Faki Mahamat, also inaugurated another Chi-
nese-built hotel, which was constructed with 
about 65 million U.S. dollars. 

Hosting the largest Chinese restaurant in Af-
rica and a conference hall with a capacity of 
accommodating some 2,500 people, 373 guest 
rooms and spacious executive suites, the new-
ly inaugurated Ethiopian Skylight Hotel is said 
to enable the airline to offer packaged tour and 
travel programs.  

The hotel would enable Ethiopian Airlines to 
attract around a third of tourists out of the 6 
million passengers transiting through Bole Air-

port to visit Ethiopia, the airlines said. 
Ahmed, who noted that “Ethiopian Airlines 

is our national pride and a special icon among 
our companies as it carries our common name 
Ethiopia and our national flag,” also spoke 
highly of the new infrastructure in moderniz-
ing the sector.   

“The new hotel Ethiopian Airlines inaugurat-
ed today will enable us to attract tourists, and 
will serve as a model for other companies to 
emulate,” he said. 

The newly inaugurated terminal and luxury 
hotel are said to be part of the Ethiopian Air-
lines’ Vision 2025 strategic roadmap, as the 
company currently implements a 15-year stra-
tegic plan aimed at becoming Africa’s leading 
airline group.  Ethiopian Airlines Group CEO 
Tewolde Gebre-Mariam said that the expan-
sion project would further boost Ethiopia’s flag 
carrier’s share in Africa’s aviation sector.  

  “This grand terminal building is further evi-
dence of the development of Bole Airport as 
one of the largest and most convenient global 
aviation hubs,” Gebre-Mariam said. 

    Xinhua

WINDHOEK

CLIMATE change has a negative 
impact on road development in Af-
rica, Namibian Finance Minister Calle 
Schlettwein said here yesterday.

The minister said this at the official 
opening of African Road Maintenance 
Funds Association of Southern Africa 
Focal Group meeting in Windhoek.

Schlettwein (pictured) said roads of 
today have to be ecologically respon-
sive using materials that align to chal-
lenges posed by global warming.

“At the same time roads in Africa 
need to withstand increasingly ex-
treme weather patterns as direct re-
sults of climate change,” he said.

“Further, the development of sus-
tainable conducive roads should be 
responsive to the modernization, aspi-

ration of younger generations and the 
ever advising technologies,” he said.

Schlettwein reiterated that African 
should be able to travel across borders 
and move goods needed for improved 

services efficiently and cost effectively.
“This in essence promotes trade and 

economic growth,” said the minister.
“In response to this need Namibia 

has in particular invested heavily in 
improving the various transport corri-
dors, including Trans Zambezi, Trans 
Kunene and Trans Kalahari road cor-
ridors as well as the expansion and 
deepening of our major Port of Walvis 
Bay,” he said.

“So as to ensure efficient intermod-
al transport to and from the region. 
Formerly land locked countries have 
become land linked countries via im-
proved road networks and dry ports,” 
he said.

The meeting, attended by officials 
from Malawi, Zambia and Namibia, is 
expected to end  today.

   Xinhua

Climate change has negative impact on 
road development in Africa - official

  

LONDON

THE British House of Commons on 
Tuesday passed an amendment to al-
low Prime Minister Theresa May to 
renegotiate a Brexit deal with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) despite repeated 
warnings from Brussels that it does not 
want to reopen the treaty signed off by 
the other 27 EU leaders.

By 317 votes to 301, parliament mem-
bers gave their backing to May’s deal 
which they rejected earlier this month, 
providing changes are made to the so-
called Irish backstop border issue.

In less than two months for Britain 
to leave the EU on March 29 by default, 
London is seeking an orderly Brexit 
while preparing for a possible no-deal 
divorce.

CLEAR REJECTION

The majority of 317 for May’s deal 
gives her a mandate to return to Brus-

sels to call for a re-opening of negotia-
tions, and indicates that the Brexit deal 
is likely to win the critical final vote in 
the British parliament if changes are 
made to the Irish border issue.

However, speaking immediately af-
ter the vote in the British parliament, a 
spokesman for European Council Pres-
ident Donald Tusk said the backstop 
was part of the withdrawal agreement 
and not up for negotiation. “The De-
cember European Council Conclusions 
are very clear on this point.”

“We will continue our preparations 

for all outcomes, including a no-deal 
scenario. We will also continue the EU’s 
process of ratification of the agreement 
reached with the UK government,” the 
statement said.

Meanwhile, French President Emma-
nuel Macron said on Tuesday that the 
EU has to prepare for a possible hard 
Brexit as the agreement reached be-
tween Britain and the EU is not renego-
tiable. The Irish backstop is an EU posi-
tion of last resort, to maintain an open 
border on the island of Ireland in the 
event that Britain leaves the EU without 
securing an all-encompassing deal. 

There are concerns in Britain that the 
proposed backstop could “trap” Britain 
inside the EU customs union, should 
Britain and EU couldn’t reach a com-
prehensive deal after Brexit. Both Lon-
don and Brussels committed to avoid-
ing the return of a “hard border” after 
Britain leaves the EU in March.

   Agencies

EU says no to May’s attempt to renegotiate Brexit deal

economic outlook. PDVSA bonds could be excluded from 
key indexes, also impacting sovereign paper, Bank of Amer-
ica Merill Lynch (BAML) said.

Guaido, the eldest of six children from a working-class 
family who emerged from virtual anonymity as a political 
activist, is recognized as president by the United States and 
most Western Hemisphere nations.

The 35-year-old opposition lawmaker, who is president 
of the National Assembly, says Maduro fraudulently won a 
second term last year and is offering an amnesty to military 
officials.

Maduro, who accuses Guaido of staging a U.S.-directed 
coup against him, still has the support of the top military 
brass, and is unlikely to back down unless that changes.

In the RIA interview, Maduro reiterated he was ready for 
talks with the opposition, but rejected calls for a snap elec-
tion as blackmail.

“I won legitimately,” he said. “If the imperialists want a 
new election, let them wait until 2025.”

With the crisis deepening a showdown between Washing-
ton and Moscow across various global flashpoints, Maduro 
also expressed “pleasure and gratitude” for Putin’s help.

Sources have told Reuters private military contractors 
who do secret missions for Moscow were in Venezuela.

A former union leader, bus driver and foreign minister, 
Maduro has overseen a shrinking economy and the migra-
tion of 3 million Venezuelans fleeing shortages and hyper-
inflation.

     Agencies

 Bole International Airport
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CAPE TOWN

SOUTH Africa captain Faf du Plessis picked 
hosts England and 2011 champions India 
as the title favourites for this year’s Cricket 
World Cup and said his side will go into the 
tournament with lowered expectations, 
which could work to their advantage. 

South Africa’s World Cup adventures have 
often ended in unfortunate circumstances 
— including falling foul of an unfair rain rule, 
misreading the Duckworth–Lewis run-rate 
requirement, or comical run outs at the death. 

Four years ago they seemed to have one 
foot in the final until New Zealand pipped 
them in a thrilling semi-final by belting a six 
off the penultimate ball of the match. 

Such results have led to South Africa being 
labelled ‘chokers’ at the 50-over event, and in 
turn has lowered their expectations for the 30 
May to July 14 tournament. 

“We will go with a little bit less pressure on 
us as a team in terms of the expectation of 
winning it,” Du Plessis, who team are ranked 
fourth in the ODI standings, said on Tuesday. 

“It is pretty clear that England and India are 
the two favourites. 

“We are a young group and the guys are just 
excited about the opportunity.” 

However, Du Plessis is aware that South 
Africa will still have to deal with a lot of hype 
in the run-up and during the tournament as 
well as the narrative of their past failures. 

“We have gone to tournaments in the past 

where we have felt like we had the strongest 
team on paper, but cricket is not played on 
paper,” he said. 

“When opponents look at us now, we are 
not the strongest team. But when a South 
Africa team goes to the World Cup, the chat in 
the media starts, even the opposition starts to 
chat!” 

MENTAL CHALLENGE 
Du Plessis believes managing the mental 

side will be key for his squad, which is 
expected to include 10 debutants. 

“I remember going through the process of 
the previous World Cup (in 2015),” he said. 
“Going through the hurt of putting in so much 
time and energy into trying to win a trophy, 
and by the end you are absolutely shattered. 

“Yes, all of us badly want to win a World Cup 
but for me as a captain, it is very important 
to make sure that players don’t try to be 
supermen to win. 

“I have felt like we have been guilty of that in 
the past ... and that expectation can (put) a lot 
of weight on your shoulders. 

“They just need to go there and be the best 
they can be.” 

The World Cup will be played in a round-
robin format with all 10 nations pitted against 
each other in the first round and the top four 
teams advancing to the semi-finals. 

South Africa open their campaign against 
England at The Oval on May 30. 

   REUTERS

 

By Guardian Reporter

PRECISION Air has announced that it will be the official 
carrier of this year’s Kilimanjaro Marathon, which will take 
place in Moshi on March 3.

The Company’s Marketing and Corporate Affairs Manager, 
Hillary Mremi, issued the statement through a press release in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday. 

“This marathon not only promotes our local athletes but also 
promotes tourism in the country and Precision Air, as a major 
stakeholder of the tourism industry, we are proud to be part of 
this event,” Mremi disclosed. 

“The Kilimanjaro Marathon is among the most successful 
marathons in East Africa and it is exciting to be a part of it. 
As the leading Airline in Tanzania with flights connecting 
Kilimanjaro with Dar es Salaam, Zanzibar, Mwanza, Nairobi 
and Entebbe, we are committed to provide quick, reliable and 
affordable flights for all participants,” he said. 

“Those who are planning to attend the marathon should take 
full advantage of our discount for all domestic flights where 
they can get a one way ticket starting from 90,000/-.”

Precision Air supports 
Kilimanjaro Marathon

“With our six flights between Dar – 
Kilimanjaro, three flights between Nairobi-
Kilimanjaro, one flight between Mwanza-
Kilimanjaro and one flight between 
Entebbe-Kilimanjaro, passengers will have 
plenty of flexibility in planning their trips.”

The Kilimanjaro Marathon, which started 
in 2003 and established by event organizers 
Wild Frontiers with the aim of promoting 
tourism in Tanzania, has grown to become 
one of the biggest sport events in East Africa 
and Africa. 

Commenting on Precision Air’s 
sponsorship, Race Director John Addison 
said he was delighted to welcome the airline 
on board as an official partner of the event. 

Addison noted the support of local 
companies, such as Precision Air, has helped 
raise the profile of the race enormously.

He added the support has, as well, made 
iteasy for runners and spectators alike to 

travel to Kilimanjaro at an affordable rate for 
a weekend of marathon festivities.

Precision Air Services was established 
in 1993 as a private charter air transport 
company mainly providing connections to 
tourists visiting the rich natural attractionsin 
the country.

The attractions are Serengeti National Park 
and Ngorongoro Crater in northern Tanzania, 
the Zanzibar Island in the Indian Ocean and 
other parts of the country from Arusha town 
as the airline’s base. 

The airline is currently headquartered in 
Dar es Salaam and has grown to become a 
reputable airline in East Africa and Africa at 
large. 

The airline operates from Dar es Salaam 
with flights heading to Arusha, Bukoba, 
Kilimanjaro, Kahama, Mtwara, Mwanza, 
Tabora, Zanzibar, Seronera, Nairobi and 
Entebbe.

Athletes battle it out in a past Kilimanjaro Marathon in Moshi.

South Africa have lowered World 
Cup expectations, says Du Plessis 

Russian, Mexican promoters back F1 rights holders
LONDON

RUSSIAN and Mexican 
Grand Prix promoters 
showed support for Formula 
One owners Liberty Media 
on Tuesday after other 
race organisers expressed 
concern about how the sport 
was being run. 

The Formula One 
Promoters’ Association 
(FOPA), which represents 16 
of the 21 races on the calendar, 
had issued a statement ahead 
of an annual meeting hosted 
in London by Liberty. 

In it, they expressed 
concern about a reduction 
in free-to-air broadcasting, 
a ‘lack of clarity on new 
initiatives’ and the risk of 
new races being introduced 
“to the detriment of existing 
events.” 

Russian promoter Sergey 

Vorobyev told Reuters he 
did not share FOPA’s point of 
view and approach, a stance 
shared by Mexican organisers 
who issued a statement 
distancing themselves from 
FOPA’s position. 

“The Mexican Grand Prix’s 
promoters recognise that 
the new administration of 
Formula One has listened 
and been sensitive to 
their concerns, with both 
parties working very closely 
together,” they said. 

“As a result, they do 
not agree with what was 
released by the Formula One 
Promoters’ Association on 
their behalf.” 

Russia is not a member of 
FOPA, along with Monaco — a 
race with historic privileges 
— Bahrain, Abu Dhabi and 
Japan. 

Vorobyev told motorsport.

com that FOPA’s criticisms 
were ‘fairly toothless’ and he 
did not share the position 
of the association’s British 
chairman Stuart Pringle. 

“All the issues indicated 
there, in this statement, they 
are being resolved one way 
or another in the current 
format of communication 
with Liberty,” he said. 

“I don’t believe this (FOPA) 
approach to be constructive,” 
added Vorobyev. 

NO COMMENT 
Formula One management, 

represented at the meeting 
by chairman Chase Carey 
and motorsport managing 
director Ross Brawn, 
declined to comment on the 
FOPA statement. 

The meeting set out the 
sport’s short and long-term 
plans, including digital 

and television production, 
sponsorship and marketing. 

Pringle, the managing 
director of Britain’s 
Silverstone circuit, told 
Reuters afterwards 
the meeting had been 
constructive. 

“It’s a pity we felt it 
necessary, but we felt 
it necessary to make a 
statement such as we did,” he 
said. “Actually it’s prompted a 
very positive dialogue today 
and we are all optimistic 
of making meaningful 
progress.” 

Formula One’s commercial 
agreement with teams 
expires at the end of 2020 
with talks underway for a 
potential transformation 
of the sport, with plans for 
budget caps and a more equal 
distribution of the revenues. 

  REUTERS

CHICAGO

A CAST member on the hit 
television show “Empire” alleged 
he was physically attacked by men 
in Chicago who shouted racial 
and homophobic slurs, police said 
Tuesday.

Police did not release the actor’s 
name but a statement from Fox, 
which airs “Empire,” identified him 
as Jussie Smollett, 36. Authorities 
said they are investigating the 
alleged attack as a hate crime. 

Smollett is black and openly gay.
According to a police statement, 

the actor was walking near the 
Chicago River downtown around 
2 a.m. Tuesday when he was 
approached by two men who 
shouted at him, struck him in the 
face and poured an “unknown 
substance” on him before one of 
them wrapped a rope around his 
neck.

Police spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi said that when officers 
first came in contact with Smollett, 

he still had a rope around his 
neck. While being interviewed by 
detectives, Guglielmi said Smollett 
told them that the attackers yelled 
he was in “MAGA country,” an 
apparent reference to the Trump 
campaign’s “Make America Great 
Again” slogan that some critics 
of the president have decried as 
racist and discriminatory.

The police spokesman added 
that the two men were wearing 
masks. Investigators have not 
found any surveillance video or 

witnesses from which they can 
put together a description of the 
offenders, he said.

Smollett was able to take 
himself to Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital. He was last reported in 
good condition.

Guglielmi also said the FBI is 
investigating a threatening letter 
targeting Smollett that was sent 
to the Fox studio in Chicago 
last week. The hourlong drama 
“Empire” follows an African-
American family as they navigate 

the ups and downs of the record 
industry. Jamal Lyon, Smollett’s 
character, is the gay, middle son 
of Empire Entertainment founder 
Lucious Lyon and Cookie Lyon, 
played by Terrence Howard and 
Taraji P. Henson, respectively.

Twentieth Century Fox 
Television and Fox Entertainment 
released a statement Tuesday in 
support of Smollett. “The entire 
studio, network and production 
stands united in the face of any 
despicable act of violence,” the 

statement read.
“Empire” co-creator Lee Daniels 

also voiced his support for Smollett 
in an Instagram video.

“You didn’t deserve, nor 
anybody deserves, to have a noose 
put around your neck,” Daniels 
said. “You are better than that, we 
are better than that, America is 
better than that.”

California Sen. Kamala Harris, 
a 2020 Democratic presidential 
hopeful, knows Smollett 
personally and called the attack 

“outrageous” and “awful.”
“He is one of the kindest, most 

gentle human beings I’ve ever 
met,” Harris said Tuesday, adding 
that she’s still learning more details 
about the incident.

Smollett has been active in 
LBGTQ issues and he released his 
debut album, “Sum of My Music,” 
last year. “Empire” is shot in 
Chicago and a Fox spokeswoman 
said the program is currently in 
production.

   AP

‘Empire’ cast member alleges homophobic attack in Chicago

 Jussie Smollet

Faf du Plessis
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PARIS

NEYMAR has been ruled out for up to 10 weeks and 
will miss both legs of Paris Saint-Germain’s Champions 
League round of 16 tie against Manchester United, the 
Ligue 1 club have confirmed. 

The Brazil international was 
injured while playing against 
Strasbourg last Wednesday in 
the French Cup but will not re-
quire surgery.

A PSG statement read: “On 
Tuesday evening Paris Saint-Ger-
main gathered together a group 
of world-renowned medical ex-
perts at the Ooredoo Training 

Centre to carry out a thorough review of the injury to 
Neymar Jr.’s right foot, sustained against RC Strasbourg 
in the Coupe de France round of 16 match on Jan. 23.

“After detailed analysis by the specialists, a consen-
sus was reached of a conservative treatment of Neymar 
Jr.’s injury to the fifth right metatarsal. Informed of this 
recommendation, Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian in-
ternational striker agreed with this protocol. As a re-
sult, Neymar Jr. is expected to return to the field within 
10 weeks.

“Paris Saint-Germain sends its strongest support and 
encouragement to Neymar Jr. to overcome this injury, 
with the courage and determination that the player has 
always shown.”

It is the second injury in as many years to Neymar’s 
fifth metatarsal in his right foot and it has occurred at 
almost exactly the same point in consecutive seasons.

Until Tuesday’s decision was made, ESPN FC sources 
revealed that Neymar had been facing potentially sea-
son-ending surgery. Based on PSG’s projected recovery 
period, he should be back in mid-April.

If that is the case, he could be back for the second 
leg of a potential Champions League quarterfinal, but 
along with matches against Manchester United he will 
miss Lyon away and Marseille at home in Ligue 1.

Meanwhile, Ole Gunnar Solskjaer says his Manches-
ter United team have ticked another box after battling 
back from 2-0 down to earn a point against Burnley in 
a 2-2 draw on Tuesday.

A late Paul Pogba penalty and a stoppage-time equal-
iser from Victor Lindelof ensured Solskjaer’s unbeaten 
start as United boss continued and the Norwegian said 
afterwards his players had proved a point with the 
fightback.

“Now you’ve got your answer can they come back if 
they go one down or two down,” said Solskjaer, who 
watched his team fall behind in a game for the first time 
since taking over from Jose Mourinho.

“On the way up here I was stopped so many times 
by the staff, so many people saying great spirit, fighting 
spirit and the way they came back was fantastic.

“Of course, happy with a point but we could have got 
three even at the end but we just ran out of time. We 
started too late. That’s a learning curve.” AGENCIES

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

TANZANIA’ s only sports envoy to 
the World Para Taekwondo Champi-
onship 2019, Samuel Kivuyo, a handi-
capped student from Arusha, is stuck 
without passport, despite being ex-
pected to take part in the event set to 
take place in Turkey.

Tanzania Taekwondo Federation 
(TTF)’s Technical Director, Richard 
Kitoro, admitted that, the country was 
invited to participate in the eighth edi-
tion of World Para Taekwondo Cham-
pionship, but it is now a month since 
the process to procure travel docu-
ment for Kivuyo, started but the stu-
dent has yet to secure the document.

“Kivuyo is a form three student of 
Edmund Rice Secondary School of 
Arusha, we started off by applying 
for the National Identity Card from 
the National Identification Authority 
(NIDA), which is a requirement for se-
curing passport but we are still stuck,” 
Kitoro said.

According to TTF, Tanzania should 
shoulder the blame should the stu-
dent miss out on the international 
event simply because he could not get 
a passport, while all expenses, includ-
ing travel, VISA and accommodation 
were to be paid by the organizers. 

The World Para Taekwondo Cham-
pionships 2019 are expected to start 
in Antalya in Turkey on February 5 
and Tanzania’s only participant has 
up to Friday to secure the travel docu-
ment, or else the curtains will fall on 
him. 

This paper got hold of an official 
letter from the Headmaster of Ed-
mund Rice Secondary School, Simon 
Kaswahili, with reference ERSSS/1/19 
SAMWEL, which was sent to the Chief 
Immigration Officer in Dar es Salaam 
requesting the facilitation of the stu-
dent to secure passport for his jour-
ney to Turkey. 

“We are really concerned because 
being a young person with physical 
disability, it would have been quite 
good for Kivuyo as well as country to 
give him this important chance to rep-
resent Tanzania in Turkey,” Kaswahili 
said. 

According to Kaswahili, the student 
with special talents was expected to 
travel to Turkey on January 28 but he 
was still in Arusha as of yesterday.

Kitoro said they have met the Aru-
sha Regional Administrative Secre-
tary, who advised them to contact the 
NIDA headquarters in Dar es Salaam 
so that the latter may speed up the is-
suance of the national identity card to 
help Kivuyo secure the passport.

Precision Air supports 

Kilimanjaro Marathon
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Tanzanians urged to fully exploit 
2019 Sauti za Busara festival    

Neymar out for 10 weeks, 
misses Man Utd in CL

Tanzania’s 
representative 
in World Para 
Taekwondo 
Championship 
stuck without 
passport 

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

WITH a few days left prior to the opening 
of the Sauti za Busara festival, the festival 
board chairman, Simai Mohammed Said, 
has called upon the local population to take 
up opportunities that the festival provides, 
from the business deals to new interactions. 

“There is a special admission package for 
Tanzanians which is far too low compared 
to what other visitors pay to gain entrance 
to this festival,” he said. 

He said the potential that this festival of-
fers is unrivalled and the greatest benefi-
ciary is the local population who are yet to 
take full advantage of it. 

“There are times when people have asked 
rather some cynical questions about whose 
festival is Sauti za Busara and some have 
even gone as far as to say it is a festival for 
tourists,” Said said. 

He further added: “You really don’t need 
to look very far to find the answers to such 
questions. This has in the past 16 years be-
come a high season for businesses given the 
number of visitors that come to Zanzibar.” 

According to him, there is an indication 
that hotels are fully booked and Stone Town 
and Zanzibar in general is in an expectant 
mood. 

Norway’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Elisa-

beth Jacobsen, will be attending the festival 
for the first time and she, too, is excited 
about the opportunities offered. 

“We continue to support cultural activi-
ties like Sauti za Busara because we under-
stand the value of such activities,” Elisabeth 
said.

“We see this is an important platform 
for free cultural expression and promot-
ing cultural diversity, whilst nourishing 
expertise, quality and professionalism in 
Tanzania’s cultural sector” the Norwegian 
envoy, who kicked off her diplomatic role 
in September, added.

She urged businesses that are the main 
beneficiaries of the festival to join hands in 
supporting the event in form of corporate 
social responsibility.

Julia Bishop, the festival vice-chairper-
son, has experienced the impact of the fes-
tival first hand because it offers life chang-
ing moments for especially the up and 
coming artistes who are not known at all. 

“For someone who has not been to Zan-
zibar before it is difficult to imagine the 
scale of this event, the quality of the per-
formances, the professionalism and the 
excitement that it generates around Stone 
Town,” she said. 

According to her, the fact that small 
groups that are little known get to share 

the same stage with superstars is in itself 
life changing in many ways. 

Sauti za Busara 2019 is backed by Nor-
wegian Embassy, Embassy of Switzerland 
to Tanzania and Zambia, European Union, 
Africalia, Embassy of France, Embassy of 
Germany and Pro Helveti.

Zanzibar Media Corporation, Zanlink, 
Mozeti, TV-E, E-FM, Madinat Al Bahr, Gold-
en Tulip, Ethiopian Airlines, African Movie 
Channel and more also support the festi-
val.

Sauti za Busara (‘Sounds of Wisdom’) is 
an African music festival that is held every 
year in February in Zanzibar, Tanzania at 
the Old Fort (Ngome Kongwe).

The festival’s fringe events take place 
concurrently around Stone Town - includ-
ing the Carnival Street Parade, Swahili En-
counters, Movers & Shakers and Busara 
Xtra.

The festival is one of the best music fes-
tivals in East Africa, with several hundred 
artists participating each year. 

It showcases a diverse and dynamic 
programme of exclusively African music - 
100% live - and has over the years provided 
a valuable stage for local Swahili talent, 
from Taarab legends like Bi Kidude and 
Culture Musical Club, to homegrown Tan-
zanian pop and hip-hop.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Tanzania Cultural Arts Centre (CAC) dancers and musicians acknowledge fans after the former had staged their show in the last year’s Sauti za Busara 
festival in Zanzibar. AGENCIES

Kivuyo is a form three student of 
Edmund Rice Secondary School of 
Arusha, we started off by applying 
for the National Identity Card from 
the National Identification Authority 
(NIDA), which is a requirement for 
securing passport but we are still 
stuck

Taekwondo athletes, who took part in a past championship in Dar es Salaam, demonstrate their skills in the 
tournament. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT


