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China targets 1bn vaccine 
doses for Africa next year
By Correspondent James Kandoya

China will deliver a further 1bn doses of 
Covid-19 vaccines to Africa to help African 
countries reach the target of vaccinating 60 
percent of the African population by 2022, 
its resident ambassador said yesterday.

Chen Mingjian, the Chinese ambassador 
in Tanzania told reporters in a virtual 
briefing that the country had unveiled nine 
development programmes for Tanzania and 
other African countries to be implemented 
in the next three years.

The programmes to be implemented 
will cover areas such as health, trade and 
investment promotion, digital innovation, 
green development, capacity building, TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

EDUCATION and youth programmes in the 
country are being beefed up by the United 

cultural and people-to-people exchanges. 
Peace and security as well as skills 
development areas are also covered, she 
said. 

She was giving highlights and outcomes 
of a ministerial conference of the Forum 
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) that was 
addressed virtually by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping. China will take more measures 
to support African countries including 
Tanzania in capacity building, people-to-
people and cultural exchanges, the envoy 
noted.

The 1bn/- Covid-19 vaccine doses include 
600m doses as a direct donation and 
400m doses to be provided through joint 

US invests
140bn/- in
education,
youth tools

States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) by $60m in projects being conducted 
closely with the Union and Zanzibar 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

AFRICA has made significant progress 
against HIV over the past decade, reducing 
new infections by 43 per cent and nearly 
halving AIDS-related deaths, a global 
agency has stated.

Still the continent is unlikely to end AIDS 
as a public health threat by 2030 with many 
countries falling behind key elimination 
milestones while the COVID-19 pandemic 

Africa cuts HIV infections, 
deaths but key targets slide

aggravating challenges, on the basis of an 
update by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO).

The main target is that to achieve the 
2030 global development goal of ending 
AIDS, countries should ensure that by 
2025 around 95per cent of people living 
with HIV know their status, 95 per cent 
of those who know their positive status 
are on treatment, and 95 percent of those 
receiving treatment have their viral load 
significantly suppressed.

A fast track strategy to end AIDS 
was initiated in December 2015 by the 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS) and then in December 2020, the 
new 95-95-95 five-year plan replaced the 
90-90-90 targets pursued earlier.

WHO is tracking progress toward the 95-
95-95 targets with a scorecard released by 
the International Conference on AIDS and 

n Lauds govt for letting young mothers resume classes

By Guardian Reporter

STIFF penalties for not issuing or 
demanding receipts electronic receipts 
will be imposed, up to 1.5m/- to 4.5m/- for 
traders who do not issue EFD receipts and 
30,000/- to 1.5m/- for customers who do 
not demand receipts.

Hamidu Shabani, the EFD supervisor 
for the Kariakoo Tax Region, says that the 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) has 
reinvigorated its campaign to mobilise 
traders to use electronic fiscal devices 
(EFDs).

He urged buyers of goods and services 
to demand receipts whenever they make 
purchases, telling a traders group in the 
Kariakoo area on Monday that the exercise 
is sustainable and will cover all city 
suburbs.

“The exercise aims to make sure traders 
issue receipts, starting from factories 

EFDs: TRA reviving
trader, buyer penalty

The world must truly 
ensure accessibility and 
affordability of vaccines 
in Africa to bridge the 
immunization gap

where the goods are manufactured up 
to the shops where they are sold and to 
make sure buyers demand receipts,” he 
stated.

Rehema Mbilinyi, a Kariakoo based 
trader pleased with the exercise, called 
on the government to group traders 
paying Value Added Tax (VAT) on basis of 
different VAT rates.

This would remove the problem of 
some traders issuing undervalued receipts 
or not issuing them at all in fear of being 
incorporated into VAT, she said, in remarks 
cited by the TRA supervisor.

In her view, big traders should be 
charged 18 per cent VAT as usual, and 
those in the middle category paying 10 
per cent. Newly registered traders should 
be charged five per cent, the trader had 
intimated.

Sylvanus Nyigu, another Kariakoo trader, 

President Samia Suluhu Hassan presents an award for conflict resolution, democracy and human rights to former Prime Minister 
Dr Salim Ahmed Salim (seated) from the Kemet Boutros Ghali of Egypt, a foundation named after former United Nations Secretary 
General Dr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, at the former premier’s Masaki residence in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Receiving the award is his 
son, Ahmed Salim Ahmed. Photo: State House 

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi handing an award to the NMB CEO Ruth Zaipuna in recognition of the bank’s position as a 
large tax payer during an investors’ conference in Zanzibar ahead of the 60 years of independence celebrations set for Thursday. NMB is 
winner of the largest taxpayer overall award and first in the banking sector. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



2  Wednesday 8 December 2021

NATIONAL.NEWS  

governments.
Dr Donald Wright, the resident 

US ambassador, said here yesterday 
that the agency is working with 
government agencies to create 
systems, tools, teaching and learning 
materials, complementing this with 
conducive school environments 
allowing children to learn to read, 
do mathematics and reach their full 
potential.

The envoy strongly commended 
the government decision to allow 
pregnant girls and young mothers 
to proceed with their studies in the 
formal education system. Gracing 
the ‘’Let them learn’ project closeout 
envoy during a working tour of 
Arusha,

”I would like to take a moment 
to recognize the government of 
Tanzania’s recently announced 
policy change in allowing pregnant 
schoolgirls the opportunity to 
pursue their education as they 
choose after they become mothers,” 
he pointedly remarked.

While Tanzania marks 60 years 
of independence, the people of the 
United States have also registered 60 
years of cooperation with Tanzania, 
he said, underlining that the move 
to allow pregnant girls back in class 
“indicates a more inclusive approach 
to education and a positive step 
forward for its citizens.”

The pillar of USAID work in 
Tanzania is to protect the most 
vulnerable, precisely girls and 
young women, work that includes 
bolstering retention of girls in 
school, addressing social norms and 
early marriage, among others, he 
said.

Early pregnancies will be sorted 
out by addressing constraints that 
Tanzanian girls face while in school 
and in communities, such that they 
are more likely to complete their 
education, leading to better health 
for them and their children.

Ensuring an education leads 
to increased employment 
opportunities, higher incomes and 
a reduction in poverty for their 
households and communities, he 
emphasised.

Since 2016, the US backed, ‘Let 
them learn’ initiative has played 
a leading role in supporting 
adolescent girls and young women’s 
education, fostering chances of a 
more prosperous life and promoting 
gender equality.

Covering 108 public schools 
in Tarime, Musoma, and Karatu 
districts as well as Arusha City 
and Musoma municipality, the 
‘Let them learn’ project pursued 
activities encouraging self-esteem 
and aspirational attitudes, helping 
adolescent girls to stay safe and 
healthy- Specific interventions 
included formation of adolescent 
clubs along with savings and lending 
groups, officials noted.

The Protect Our Youth (POY) 
clubs empowered girls and boys 
with knowledge, skills and a 
support network to navigate life 
challenges. Academic clubs focused 
on science, mathematics, along with 
information and communications 
technology, in particular for girls.

While it lasted, the project touched 
more than 52,000 young people 
across Arusha and Mara regions 
who received these key resources 
and inputs. The savings and lending 
groups under the ‘Livelihood 
Improvements for Mothers and 
Caregivers of Adolescents’ (LLMCA) 
program strengthened families’ 
capacity to support girls’ education.

LIMCA groups saved nearly $2m 
(upwards of 4.2bn/-) helping to pay 
for school fees and other expenses 
for their children’s education, they 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

US invests 140bn/- in 
education, youth tools

said the EFD reviving exercise will 
reduce shortcomings emerging in 

the issuance of, or demand for, such 
receipts. 

TRA conducts frequent 

campaigns to educate traders 
on various tax issues, mobilising 
EFDs installation and use, while 

reminding taxpayers to meet 
their tax obligations in time, the 
supervisor added.

FROM PAGE 1

EFDs: TRA reviving trader, buyer penalty

production by Chinese companies 
and joint venture partners in African 
countries. China will undertake 
10 medical and health projects for 
African countries, sending 1,500 
medical personnel and public 
health experts in implementing 
those programmes.

China has undertaken ten poverty 
reduction and agricultural projects 
for Africa, sending 500 agricultural 
experts to the continent as part of its 
poverty reduction and agricultural 
development programme, she 
stated,

 President Xi has also put forward 
proposals for building a China-Africa 
community with a shared future 
in the new era, centred on fighting 
COVID-19 with solidarity, deepening 
practical cooperation, promoting 
green development and upholding 
equity and justice, she asserted.

Elaborating on the plan for 1bn 
doses of Covid-19 vaccine to Africa, 
she cited remarks from President Xi 
that the world needs to put people 
and their lives first, be guided by 
science,, emphasizing on the need 
to support waiving intellectual 
property rights on COVID-19 
vaccines.

The world must truly ensure 
accessibility and affordability of 
vaccines in Africa to bridge the 
immunization gap, the Chinese 
leader had declared.

Key announcements by the 
president included a pledge to 
boost Chinese imports of African 
products, its participation in African 
poverty reduction programmes, a 

green development programme, a 
capacity building programme and a 
digital innovation programme.

The spirit of China-Africa 
friendship and cooperation sets 
out essential features and notable 
advantages of China-Africa relations, 
manifesting the strategic character 
and wide ranging inclusiveness of 
China-Africa cooperation, the envoy 
noted.

She elaborated that President Xi 
put forward China-Africa friendship 
and cooperation as featuring sincere 
friendship and equality, win-win 
setting for mutual benefit and 
common development, fairness and 
justice, progressing with the times, 
plus the spirit of openness and 
inclusiveness.

The envoy reaffirmed her 
government commitment to work 
together with African friends to 
promote and carry forward the 
spirit of China-Africa friendship 
and cooperation from generation to 
generation.

China will this year mark the 50th 
anniversaries of the restoration of 
China’s lawful seat in the United 
Nations, she pointed out, expressing 
gratitude to Tanzania for its 
outstanding contribution in the 
matter.

 “China will never forget the 
profound friendship of African 
countries and will remain guided 
by the principle of sincerity, real 
results, amity and good faith and 
the principle of pursuing the greater 
good and shared interests,” she 
added, citing further remarks from 
President Xi.

FROM PAGE 1

China targets 1bn vaccine 
doses for Africa next year

Sexually Transmitted Infections in 
Africa in the South African port city 
of Durban. 

The scorecard finds that in 
December 2021 countries in the 
Africa region reported 87 per cent 
of people living with HIV know their 
status, while among them 77per cent 
are on treatment and 68 percent 
have low viral loads.

So far  nine countries, listed as 
Botswana, Cabo Verde, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Uganda and Zimbabwe are 
considered to be on track to reach 
the 95-95-95 targets by 2025, on the 
basis of remarks by Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, WHO Regional Director for 
Africa.

“This scorecard is a wake-up call 
for African governments to stay 
focused on ending AIDS,” he said, 
noting that COVID-19 has made 
the fight against HIV all the more 
challenging. “But one virus must 

not win out over another. We must 
tackle COVID-19 and HIV in parallel,” 
he declared.

The scorecard finds that no 
country has met all three 95-95-95 
targets, but Eswatini has exceeded 
the first two and is within sight of 
the third, with 93per cent of people 
on treatment having their viral load 
suppressed.

Cabo Verde, Djibouti and Kenya 
have met the status awareness 
target, while Cabo Verde has also 
reached the treatment inclusion 
target, with eight countries close 
to meeting the status target. 
Rwanda, Uganda and Zimbabwe are 
nearing the treatment objective, he 
elaborated.

Inadequate access to HIV testing 

and treatment for key populations 
is hampering progress, with 
community-based services and 
stigma-free health facilities essential 
to help ensure those injecting drugs, 
sex workers and other marginal 
groups get the health care they 
need, he emphasised.

The viral load suppression target 
has registered the least progress, 
with 48per cent of countries 
reporting no data, due to the scarcity 
of viral load testing centres in 
many countries, especially in rural 
areas. This has worsened during 
the COVID-19 pandemic as testing 
centres shifted to the new virus, he 
lamented.

“Africa has come so far, and 
we know how to end AIDS. But 

unless governments make a fresh 
push, increasing resources and 
commitment to strengthening their 
fragile health systems we will not 
reach the last mile,” the director 
cautioned.

Accelerating the momentum 
against the disease requires 
improving access to HIV treatment 
and care notably by decentralizing 
services to the grassroots and 
eliminating user fees for key 
services.

Another measure is increasing 
domestic funding by governments 
for HIV programmes as well as 
boosting the fight against stigma and 
discrimination so that those who 
need care have no fear seeking it, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1 Africa cuts HIV infections, 
deaths but key targets slide

Zanzibar President Hussein Mwinyi presents  trophy to Tanzania Breweries Ltd head of finance  Avito Swai after the company announced the first 
winner for economy contribution through paying tax in the country. The handover function was held in Zanzibar yesterday to celebrate 60th years of 
independence anniversary. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Vodacom Tanzania PLC director of corporate affairs Rosalynn Mworia (C) contributes to the topic of integrated financial services on how the firm’s makes 
digital payments and contributing to the GDP through M-Pesa service during the Data Tamasha 2021 festival at Kijitonyama in Dar es Salaam yesterday. 
Others are Mike Shaka from Nilipe (R) and NMB Bank data management and analytics Timiebi Itanisa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

EDUCATION, Science and Technology 
minister Prof Joyce Ndalichako has expressed 
appreciation of development partners 
supporting the government efforts to help 
empower children, enabling them to access 
education.

She expressed the government’s 
commitment to ensure the children are 
protected and get education to at least 
secondary level.

Speaking at the 75th anniversary of the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
here, Prof Ndalichako thanked the UN 
organisation for the technical and financial 
support to the education sector.

One of the steps taken to achieve that was 
a decision to introduce the free education 

policy to enable children access secondary 
education, particularly those from poor 
families.

Prof Ndalichako said the government 
decision to re-admit the school dropouts is 
also one of the measures to attain the goal.

However, she said, the government has a 
number of strategies whereas the dropouts 
can as well be re-enrolled for adult education 
and informal education strategies to ensure 
they complete secondary education.

During the event occasioned by the Prime 
Minister Kassim Majaliwa, the government 
also assured to have in place the needed 
infrastructures for conducive teaching and 
learning environments.

Prof Ndalichako said the UNICEF has 
been supportive in the initiation of Memkwa 

project, for the dropouts between 9 to 18 
years since 1999.

She said the project has been a success as 
majority of those under the programme were 
re-admitted in the formal education system 
in ordinary secondary schools and advanced 
secondary school.

For her part, UNICEF country 
representative, Shalini Bahuguna, 
commended the government’s move in 
ensuring that all children acquire education.

She expressed the commitment in 
supporting the government to ensure that 
every child in the country has access to 
quality education.

For this to happen, she said, children need 
to be ready to learn, teachers prepared to 
teach, and schools enabled to provide quality 
education for all.

Ndalichako thanks UN for the technical, financial support to the education sector 
“The government has ambition for 

improving education opportunities for 
children” she insisted.

UNICEF’s support includes providing 
assistance to formulate, implement and 
monitor sound and equitable policies, lay 
strong foundations for early childhood 
education, and improve the quality of 
primary education.

UNICEF works with the government to 
ensure that the vulnerable children and 
adolescents are enrolled in school and 
complete their education.

She said UNICEF advocates for the 

implementation of policies that address 
the causes of exclusion, especially for 
girls and children with disabilities, and 
the removal of unnecessary costs, such 
as uniforms and books that keep children 
from the poorest families out of school.

UNICEF also helps to develop the 
skills of teachers to support vulnerable 
children and create alternative learning 
opportunities that appeal to students who 
are unable to remain in school.

Increased capacity to provide inclusive 
education and ensure access to basic 
education for the most vulnerable.

TGL director Joyce Luhanga (2nd R) taking United Nations World Food Programme country representative to Tanzania Sarah Gordon-Gibson 
(L) through the basics  of newspapers  production during the latter’s familiarisation tour of TGL, publishers of The Guardian and Nipashe 
dailies at Mikocheni light industry area in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Right is TGL printing manager Balasubramaniyan Venkadachalam; 3rd 
(R) is Finance Manager Samwel Orgeness and 4th (R) is TGL Acting General Manager Srinivas Chintaluri. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

East African Community partner 
states continue to implement the 
need for formalising trade among 
them by putting in place enabling 
environment for entrepreneurs.

Minister of State in the Prime 
Minister Office (Policy, Parliament, 
Labour, Youth, Employment and 
People with Disabilities) Jenista 
Mhagama   said over the weekend 
when speaking at 21st Jua Kali, 
Nguvu Moja exhibition in Mwanza.

She said the improvement to 
the environment to conduct trade 
and services in regard to goods 
produced in the East African region 
was a basic issue.

She said in this year’s exhibition, 
Tanzania has managed to put in 
place a friendly environment at the 
common borders for the benefit of 

entrepreneurs.
She called on Tanzania traders 

as well as those from foreign 
countries to visit pavilions 
belonging to institutions that 
provide services that enable 
formalisation of various economic 
activities in the country to get the 
knowledge to enable them   to 
jointly develop their businesses.

Speaking on the exhibition, 
Mhagama said it helps in building up 
more solidarity within the EA states.

She added that exchange of 
knowledge and experience on 
the production of goods in the 
entrepreneurial sector will enable 

the entrepreneurs create markets 
for goods from one country to 
another. 

She further said the exhibition, 
if well managed, can go to a great 
extent alleviate poverty, especially 
to small entrepreneurs to enable 
the develop their activities into big 
factories and whose goods could 
even reach global markets

For his part, the director of Trade 
and Customs in the East African 
Community, Kenneth Bagamuhunda 
said entrepreneurs form part of the 
private sector.

Bagamuhunda said they can 
testify from how the exhibition had 

developed as it began with fewer 
participants but now, he added, 
their numbers had greatly increased 
as well the quality of   goods being 
produced.

Mwanza Regional Commissioner, 
Robert Gabriel said traders should 
not be worried as the region was 
safe and security boosted in all areas 
especially at the exhibition.

He said the exhibition was an 
opportunity to learn from our 
neighbours and maintain unity 
hence, he added, entrepreneurs 
should use it to exchange experience 
and boost communication on 
commercial activities.

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

SONGEA District Manager of 
Ruvuma Water and Sanitation 
Authority (RUWASA), Mathias 
Pancras Charles has said 71 per 
cent of Songea District residents in 
Ruvuma region get safe and clean 
water.

Charles named villages 
whose water supply is not yet 
adequate as including Mpitimbi 
B, Mbingamharule, Matomondo, 
Matimira A and B, Mpangula, 
Mhukuru Lilahi and Mhukuru 
Barabarani.

He outlined strategies to alleviate 
challenges in getting clean water 
supply as including digging both 
deep and shallow wells and 
continuing with feasibility studies in 
villagers that are still without water 
supply.

He mentioned villages that are still 
without water supply as including 
Makwaya Mbolongo, Mipeta, 
Nambendo, Magwamira Lusonga, 
Chiulungi, Nakawale, Kituro and 
Lipokera.

He said others are Maposeni, 
Morogoro, Mdunduwalo, Kizuka, 
Magagura, Mpandangindo, Lipaya, 
Mbilo, Parangu, Lyangwena and 
Litapwasi.

He called on villagers to work 
together with RUWASA to look 
for new water sources instead of 
depending on experts to arrive in 
the rural areas to look for them. 

Songea District has a total of 
56 villages and a total of 152,205 
residents out of who 103, 172 get 
clean and safe water from various 
water sources including deep and 

shallow wells, as well as river and 
springs.

For his part Ruvuma Regional 
Commissioner Brig Gen Wilbert 
Ibuge inspected water sources 
at Ndiongosi and Liula villages in 
Songea District and instructed 
that they should be protected for 
sustainability.

The RC was dismayed by the 
ongoing destruction of the water 
sources by residents through 
human activities including 
farming.

“I direct that each village should 
call a meeting whose agendas 
should be on how to fight against the 
destruction to the water sources,” 
he said.

He said in as much as the 
government like people earn a 
living from agriculture, but human 
activities are destructive to the 
water sources.

He called upon all water experts, 
including those from RUWASA and 
Lake Nyasa Water Basin Authority 
to go to the villages to educate 
the people about environmental 
preservation and demarcate all 
water sources, the work, he said 
should be undertaken as quickly as 
possible.

Earlier, submitting his report on 
water projects’ implementation 
at Ndingiosi and Liula villages to 
the RC, Mathias Charles, RUWASA 
Manager for Songea District, said 
the Ndongosi project had cost 
332m/-.

He said the project was to serve 
2,175 residents to supply 119,062.5 
litres per day, but has the capacity to 
produce 902,016 litres day.

Ruwasa supplies 
71 per cent of 
safe and clean 
water to Songea

Ikungi district commissioner in Singida region   Jerry Muro (C) inspects classrooms construction at Mkiwa secondary school yesterday. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

EA states pursuing the need for
trade formalisation - Mhagama
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By Correspondent Christina Mwakangale

GENDER activists have called on the 
government to review the Marriage Act of 1971, 
as it is one of the catalysts that fuel teenage 
pregnancies for school girls.

Tanzania’s Marriage Act of 1971 sets the 
minimum marriage age for girls at 15 with 
parental consent.

The stakeholders made the call in Dar es 
Salaam during the weekend at an event to mark 
the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence, the international campaign, which 
started on November 25 until December 10.

Saranga Ward Councilor, Edward Laizer said 
although there is progress and change and 
increased education in the community about 
issues of sexual violence still efforts are needed 
in protecting girls by a written law, even though 
the government started to give opportunities 

for girls who get pregnancies to continue with 
studies. “This law (Marriage Act) undermines 
women and girls rights, stakeholders have been 
pushing for its amendment, but the government 
is still reluctant to repeal it,” he said.

 Lazier said the review of the Marriage Act 
would be an important step towards protecting 
women and girls in their rights to inheritance, 
own land, and other valuable properties.

He called on the Tanzania Gender Networking 
Programme (TGNP) to strengthen the initiatives 
of amending oppressive laws including the Law 
Marriage Act 1971 so that to enable women have 
more opportunities.

Laizer said, the government should come 
up with a law that will make it clear that the 
man who makes a girl pregnant, should take 

responsibility for taking care of the mother and 
the baby in lifetime because most cases show 
that men disappear when a girl gets pregnant.

He added that without reviewing the law, 
women and girls will continue suffering from 
GBV for years.

Chairman of network, information and 
knowledge centers in Ubungo Municipality, 
Neema Mwinyi said the two weeks of activism 
should be used well to increase GBV knowledge 
where every local government office puts efforts 
to educate citizens in their areas.

Reports show that three in 10 girls in Tanzania 
are married before their 18th birthday, according 
to United Nations estimates.

Human Rights Watch has documented the 
devastating lifelong consequences for girls of 

child marriage, including impacts on girls’ health 
when they become pregnant too young, the 
increased risks of domestic violence including 
marital rape, and how marriage and pregnancy 
ends their education.

The 16 Days of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence is an annual international 
campaign, started by activists at the inaugural 
Women’s Global Leadership Institute in 1991 
and continues to be coordinated each year by 
the Center for Women’s Global Leadership.

It is used as an organizing strategy by 
individuals and organizations around the world 
to call for the prevention and elimination of 
violence against women and girls, the global 
theme for this year’s is ‘Orange the world: End 
violence against women now.’

Govt urged to review Marriage Act of 1971 

By Guardian Reporter

THE African Forest Forum (AFF) 
in collaboration with the Sokoine 
University of agriculture (SUA) have 
prepared a special guideline in 
teaching short courses on climate 
change on forests.

Speaking on Monday at the 
meeting that brought together forest 
experts and other stakeholders 
from Cameroon, Uganda, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe, AFF secretary General 
Godwin Kowero said the guideline 
will involve eight important areas. 

He named the areas as including 
elementary scientific knowledge on 
climate change to experts, Africa’s 
forests, markets and the carbon 
trade to the people and experts, 
instances of weather conditions and 
development, international debate 
and the process world countries 
positions on climate change and 
other strategies in confronting the 
challenge. 

“This teaching guideline has 
also been translated into French, 
and is more concentrated in three 
main areas for confronting climate 
change and two in the reduction of 
its impact on forests.”

“We are in the last stage of 
finalization of the guideline in the 

reducing the impact of climate 
change on forests,” he said.

According to Prof Kowero, the 
expectation is that the guideline will 
bring about changes on teaching the 
subject in many African universities 
and colleges and technical 
institutions in regard to climate 
change on forests.

Tabling the guideline to the 
forum’s participants, Senior AFF 
Programmes Officer Prof Marie 
Louise Avana said every subject 
will have special results on how 
to preserve forests and reduce 
the impact of climate change on 
forests that are essential for the 
livelihoods of human beings, 
other living things and human 
development in general.

For example, she said, in the 
training on trade and carbon 
markets, students will have an 
understanding and be able to deal 
on various strategies and their 
relationship with forest products.

Prof Avana said the guideline will 
be distributed to all English and 
French speaking countries in Africa 
and that the main aim of the training 
is to empower participants who 
deal with communities to enable 
the said communities understand 
opportunities in the forests, policies 
and other related activities. 

AFF, SUA develops short courses 
training guide on climate change 

National board of accountants and auditors board chairperson Prof. Sylvia Temu (C) speaks shortly after receiving nursery trees from SGA managing 
director Eric Sambu (R) during the NBAA general meeting in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Left is SGA head of finance Jonathan Geleta and NBAA 
consultant Simon Mponji. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma
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Exim Bank  head of internal auditing unit Colman Riwa (R) receives the award from the government Accountant 
General Leonard Mkude (L) after the bank emerged ‘the third winner’ in ‘the best presented financial statements 
award’ for the year 2020. Looking on is National Board of Accountants and Auditors (NBAA) executive director 
Pius Maneno (C). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

FORMER Speaker of National 
Assembly and Chancellor of Hubert 
Kairuki Memorial University 
(HKMU), Anne Makinda, is expected 
to grace the varsity’s graduation 
ceremony this weekend.

During the event 309 graduates 
will be conferred diplomas, degrees 
and masters.

HKMU Vice Chancellor, Prof 
Charles Mgone, told this paper 
yesterday that among the graduates 
there are 171 doctors of medicine, 
84 graduates of diploma in 
nursing, 43-degree in nursing and 7 
paediatricians.

He mentioned others who are 
expected to graduate this weekend 
as one graduate of masters in social 
work and three graduates in public 
health.

Prof Mgone said for the year 2021 
HKMU has enrolled 237 students 
of doctor in medicine, 59 of degree 
in nursing, 9 students of degree 

in social work and 7 students of 
gynaecology.

He said they have also enrolled 
three students of internal medicine 
and 14 specialists in different areas.

Meanwhile, Prof Mgone said that 
HKMU has started the construction 
of its new campus in the Boko 
area, a move which will enable the 
university to have capacity to enroll 
more students in health professions.

He said HKMU decided to 
expand its wings to Boko because 
there is great demand for health 
professionals and the number of 
students that increase each year.

He said in its five year plan HKMU 
will invest heavily in Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
to enable the university to teach 
online like it was during COVID-19 

pandemic.
“During the COVID-19 we were 

teaching both online and face to 
face so we want to strengthen our 
ICT systems to make sure that we do 
both online and face to face teaching 
and we plan to do so in some 
management activities,” he said

Dr Leonard Malasa, coordinator 
of the HKMU Convocation, said 
one day before the 19th graduation 
on Saturday, there would be a 
convocation on Friday which will 
involve different people who studied 
at the university in the past.

“We will use the convocation to 
discuss various issues and there 
would be different topic which will 
be presented regarding different 
researches and other project done 
at HKMU,” he said

Former speaker Makinda to 
grace graduation ceremony

By Guardian Correspondent, Ileje

SONGWE Regional Commissioner 
Omary Mgumba has given three days 
to Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads 
Agency (TARURA) in Ileje District to 
explain following its diversion in the 
use of the 7bn/- earmarked for the 
construction of the 7km road from 
Mt. Kabulu coal mining area to the 
STAMICO Mines at Kiwira.

Mgumba (pictured) issued 
the ultimatum during his visit to 
inspect State Mining Corporation 
(STAMICO) coal mining activities at 
Mt Kabulu in Ikinga Ward.

He said TARURA in Ileje District 
have removed from the plan to build 
the road and the funds were directed 
to other roads saying STAMICO 
should build the road using funds 
from their own internal revenues, 
with the RC insisting that TARURA 

had disregarded Parliament’s 
decision when allocating the 
important road building budget.

Mgumba said the Parliament 
allocated 7bn/- due to the road’s 

importance that would have 
simplified transport of coal as 
of now the coal mined has to be 
transported over 38 kms.

He said for Songwe Region the 
road was important for the Ileje, 
Songwe Region and the national 
economy in general.

For his part, Andrew Kibarange, 
coordinator of Kiwira Coal Mining 
activities said when completed, 
the construction of the 7km road 
will bring benefits in coal mining 
business and provide competition 
in the world market.

He said the government should 
mobilise cement manufacturers, 
both state owned and private to 
buy coal from STAMICO as the coal 
is of quality standards, and added 
that in the coming year, they expect 
to produce more than 1.5 million 
tonnes of coal.

Songwe RC gives TARURA three days
to explain diversion of 7bn/- road fund
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Biko bodaboda lucky winner Abbas Mwinyimkuu receives a receipt from Biko marketing manager Goodhope Heaven over the weekend. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Morogoro

RICE farmers in the country are 
complaining on various challenges 
they face including low harvests, 
lack of adequate education for 
increased yields and lack of rice 
markets.

They aired the complaints 
at a meeting with rice farming 
stakeholders organised by UN Food 
and agricultural Organisation (FAO) 
in collaboration with Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(TARI) and the International Rice 
Research Institute (IRRI).

Twalibu Ubwa, a rice farmer 
from Pawaga Ward in Iringa Region 
said: “The main challenge facing 
us is low harvests, two tonnes of 
rice per hectare is very low in rice 
production.”

He said even that low yield, the 
market thereof is problematic, 
adding that in the last two years 
rice farmers have incurred losses, 
they have cultivated at great cost 
but in the market the crop became 
valueless.

Omary Kamchape, another rice 
farmer from Kilombero District said 
lack of reliable markets for the rice 
was the biggest challenge that have 
been retarding farmers’ efforts.

He said another big challenge 
is the lack of rice milling plants as 
the existing ones do not satisfy the 
competitive markets.

“Yes, there are rice mills but do 
not do the job as those in Morogoro 
town and other regions such as 
Mbeya,” he complained.

The Coordinator of the 
Empowering Plan in Experience 
Exchange for rice farming, Diomedes 
Kalisa said due to the increase of the 
country’s rice production, various 

stakeholders in rice farming, in 
collaboration with the government 
met in Morogoro Regfion to review 
the existing policies, to enable the 
availability of farm inputs including 
fertiliser, seeds and both local and 
foreign markets.                       

Kalisa said the meeting’s main aim 
is to look into the policy issue, due 
to Tanzania’s being self-sufficient in 
the rice crop, as well as to increase 
its production that will need both 
local and foreign markets. 

He added that there is a 10-year 
strategic plan to develop Number 
Two rice crop –National Rice 
Development strategy II (NRDS II) 
for 2019-2030, that has outlined 
many issues including fertiliser, 
research, seeds and markets, and 
that it will concentrate in looking 
into how existing policies can ensure 
its implementation. 

He also called on farmers to stop 
using chemical fertilisers in order to 
fertilize the soil, as there are other 
farming strategies that can fertilize 
the soil without using chemicals 
and that FAO has been providing 
education on the issue.

For his part TARI Ifakara Centre 
manager, Atugonza Bilaro said 
they continue with efforts to help 
farmers to increase production 
using small farming area, and added 
that in seed production they also 
target small farmers and called on 
them to adhere to modern farming 
practices.

Opening the meeting, the 
Director General of Tanzania 
Official Seed Certification Institute 
(TOSCI), Patrick Ngwediagi said the 
government supports stakeholders 
in rice farming while it mobilises 
itself in the ongoing process to 
improve the 2013 Farming Policy. 

SAT awards best organic farmers and pastoralists

Rice growers and  
stakeholders decry 
of low harvests, lack 
of reliable markets     

By Correspondent Michael 

Sikapundwa, Morogoro

THE Sustainable Agriculture 
Tanzania (SAT) has dished out 
1,950,000/- to16 farmer and 
pastoralist groups so as to support 
organic farming and smart livestock 
keeping.

The groups are from Mvomero 
and Morogoro district council in 
Morogoro Region and others from 
Kilimanjaro Region. 

The funds were handed over to 
the groups by the Morogoro District 
Commissioner Albert Msando at 
the just-ended 8th agro-ecological 
forum, seed fair, and organic food 
festival.

The event which was organized by 
SAT brought together participants 

from various parts whereby more 
than 500 famers were exhibiting 
their seed varieties namely, 
pumpkin, soybean, sunflower, 
pawpaw, okra cowpea, chickpea, 
and sesame.

DC Msando commended SAT for 
solving farmers’ and pastoralists’ 
disputes through the application 
of organic agriculture technology 
which enable two groups to work as 
one family in small areas, running 
their economic activities compared 
to time before conflict was inevitable. 
“I ordered Morogoro district 
council’s cooperative societies’ 
registers to schedule enough budget 
to enable its members to access 
loans which will be able to widen 
agricultural schemes or any project 
to return it on time, I warn officials 
who create fake groups to feed their 

pockets,’’ he said.
He urged farmers and pastoralists 

to have a vision of their activities 
which include investing in producing 
quality products, packaging them 
to sell in local and international 
markets.

Marketing and Agricultural 
researcher, from Sokoine University 
of Agriculture (SUA), John Kwingwa, 
said there’s a need of having a spices 
board as the government did to 
Cotton, tea linked it with the success 
of farmers to that region from being 
able to access agricultural facilities 
and loans. “Apart from having 
crops’ board, the government has 
to improve infrastructures such as 
roads which hinder the movement 
of people and produce from the 
town centres,” he added.

SAT’s chief executive director, Alex 

Wostry called on the government 
to assure farmers with irrigation 
infrastructure to support irrigation 
for sustainable productivity.

Morogoro regional assistant 
registrar of cooperatives, Keneth 
Shemdoe also hailed SAT for 
enabling his office to register 
three groups namely; spices 
group (CHAUWAVIMU), Ereto 
Milk Cooperative society ltd and 
Wanyama Maziwa cooperative 
society ltd.

“SAT is doing a very remarkable 
job for helping farmers recognize 
the potential in the agriculture 
sector and then take steps to 
utilize the potential, you have been 
uniting farmers through groups 
while linking them with financial 
institutions for them to grow,” he 
asserted.
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60 years: Low levels of 
corruption helped our 
modernisation efforts

P
RESIDENT Samia Suluhu 
Hassan was early this week 
opening another major 
investment project, this 

time in Kigamboni suburb of the city, 
where an Egyptian investor is setting 
up a large electrical equipment 
plant, and pushing on with an 
industrial city with other investors. 
while this buzz of investor arrivals 
is being credited with the conducive 
atmosphere that the sixth phase 
government is putting in place, there 
are auxiliary factors in place. One is 
said to be the geographical gateway 
to a wider regional market, another 
is the prevailing peace, and more 
significantly, low prices of labour 
and low corruption.

Those who follow discussions for 
instance in the legislature and even 
on routine channels like radios or 
newspapers, television etc would 
know that it takes nearly twice the 
cost of building a substantial piece 
of infrastructure in Kenya compared 
to Tanzania, when a few recent 
project costing examples are put on 
the table. 

As a matter of fact Tanzania wasn’t 
always a cheaper place but it appears 
some corrections were made 
especially during the fifth phase 
presidency and perhaps starting 
earlier, as the government battled to 
ensure all regions are connected by 
tarmac roads. The costs must have 
plummeted by nearly a half.

The reason for this supposition is 
that a recent discussion on a world 
bank report on Zambia indicated 
that costs of building a tarmac 
road there are much higher than 
in Tanzania, whereas a former 
deputy minister for Finance, 
Kilontsi mporogomyi (after leaving 

that post) once remarked in the 
legislature that it takes 1m dollars 
to build a kilometer of tarmac road 
in Tanzania while it takes 500,000 
dollars to do so in Zambia. If the 
situation drastically changed and 
it is Zambia that is far more costly, 
what happened?

Looking at the way the fifth phase 
uplifted the roads and social services 
infrastructure, a lot had to do with 
rectifying faulty procurement 
where clever people hid behind 
procurement procedures that are 
in the last far from transparent, 
to slot any bills they wanted. The 
government for instance eliminated 
middle men in importing medicines 
and getting them to hospital counters 
or pharmacy shelves, and this way 
the cost of basic drugs plummeted, 
and hospital services could 
finally uplifted, costs of medical 
treatment subdued, enabling the 
government, after whittling down 
other waste channels, to vastly add 
infrastructure.

That is why, at 60 years of 
independence, it is deplorable to see 
that apart from the president and a 
few top aides, these issues aren’t 
being articulated at the ground 
level or grassroots politics, whereas 
neglecting these matters leads to 
this work not receiving the support 
it deserves.  

but since far too many enjoy 
corruption in one way or another, 
all we can hope for is that in 
wishing to meet expectations of the 
population, the government will 
remain vigilant as to what is the right 
thing to do, especially in relation to 
public expenditure standards. To be 
struck in fear by a chorus to weaken 
presidential powers is unhelpful.

V
ETERAN development 
administrators have had 
a good time espousing 
the development 

ethos of the 1960s, basically the 
way the government gradually 
built up institutional foundations 
of a planned economy, signaling 
that these institutions ought to be 
revived. As invitation of guests or 
keynote speakers to an audience for 
instance at the University of Dar es 
Salaam is done with care, and taking 
into account what the listening 
public wishes to hear, there is little 
doubt that the views of a number 
of top government officials of the 
first phase and well into the second 
phase are widely shared there. It 
isn’t frankly a secret.

A keynote contributor to 
those discussions was col. (rtd) 
Joseph Simbakalia, veteran top 
administrator for the National 
Development corporation (NDc) 
who laid out the case for revitalizing 
the NDc, the Tanzania Development 
Finance co. (TDFL) that looks like 
the Tanzania Investment bank (TIb) 
with its periodical restructuring. 

Other agencies whose roles 
he emphasised include the 
Tanzania Petroleum Development 
corporation (TPDc) and the 
Small Industries Development 
Organisation (SIDO). It is clear that a 
few of those agencies mentioned are 
still around with limited role, which 
he urged this is boosted.

As a matter of fact the number 
of institutions of that period that 
the retired administrator cited as 
exemplary could be prolonged, 
and he indeed may have censured 
himself not to go the whole hog – for 
instance to extol the central place of 
the old National bank of commerce 

in the country’s economy. Failing to 
see that the country had to make a 
clean break with a planned economy 
was a problem in his remarks. The 
economy is quickly driven to the 
ground when the public sector 
is dominant, as their loss making 
tendency compels interminable 
Treasury subsidies; weakening the 
currency, crippling services.

Those discussants or panelists 
were well aware that they were 
on safe territory where it is rare, if 
indeed not out of place, to discuss 
the weaknesses and failures of not 
just the country’s experience with 
planned economy but its failure as 
a model of economy worldwide.  
Former radically socialist countries 
changed into market economies 
with different levels of national 
control of major economic outlets, 
where foreign companies aren’t 
allowed to hold shares, or dominant 
shares. 

but they extensively borrowed 
from outside and rely on world 
markets for a big part of what they 
produce after modernization, as we 
do at present.

So veteran administrators will help 
the youth at UDSm and elsewhere 
by realistically making suggestions 
as to what can be improved 
at the moment, by assessing 
improvements being done now. 
Seeking to relive the 1960s and’70s, 
wishing to fortify institutions of 
that period is to ignore the biting 
shortages and awful degradation of 
the conditions of living, ineffective 
delivery of services, early 1980s. 

Things changed when the 
government opened doors to 
private investments, vastly boosting 
revenues, and we are trying to 
perfect this at present. cheers!

Planning, project agencies of  
1960s not suitable at present

By Cameron Duuodu 

N
O-ONE who watches 
closely, the way Africa 
is treated in the 
international arena by 

both foreign governments and the 
media of their countries, can fail to 
sigh in disbelief and wail: “when, 
on when, will this constant spraying 
of my continent with negative-
coloured paint end”?

The latest “spraying” is with regard 
to the “variant” of covid-19 that has 
emerged in the world. As soon as 
the hard-working scientists of South 
Africa detected the variant in their 
country and dutifully informed the 
world Health Organisation about 
it, South Africa and its neighbours 
- among them, botswana, Namibia 
and Lesotho - were singled out for 
full “no-go, no-come” treatment 
by the United Kingdom and other 
European countries.

This has annoyed many Africans, 
who compare this treatment of the 
African countries with how china 
was treated by the same group when 
covid-19 first made its appearance 
in the world. circumstantial 
evidence clearly pointed a finger 
at china as the most likely carrier/
spreader of the disease. but the 
world Health Organisation was 
careful in sending a delegation to 
china to make on-the-spot enquiries 
before pronouncing on china’s 
alleged culpability. Even then, the 
wHO statement of its findings was 
worded with great tact that almost 
amounted to exculpation of china.

but alas, an African country 
announces - voluntarily - that it 
has detected a new variant and 
hey presto - flights to and from its 
neighbourhood are banned!

This has been rightly denounced 
by some Africans, including the 
former Health minister of botswana, 
Dr. Alfred Rabashemi madigele.

but to the amazement of Pan-
Africanists, the former minister did 
not merely condemn the imposition 
of travel restrictions on his country 
and its neighbours, but went on to 
wonder why some other African 
countries had been spared the 
travel ban. Not only that - he went on 
to make serious allegations against 
Ghana in particular!

He wrote (in a piece to Facebook 
that sustains the belief in some 
countries that the social news 
platform does not do enough to vet 
“hate speech”:

QUOTE: why are we not telling the 
world that this variant was detected 
in 4 diplomats of Ghanaian origin? 
why are we not telling the world 
to not only target us, but target 
Ghana and other western African 
countries?” UNQUOTE

The ministry of Health in Ghana 
has denied that any such detection 

of the new variant has taken place 
in Ghana. but what is amazing is the 
fact that a former minister of Health 
in a friendly African country, should 
harbour such ill-feelings towards 
other African countries.

The statement is spurious. what, 
for instance, is the meaning of 
“diplomats of Ghanaian origin”? Are 
they current Ghanaian diplomats? 
Or diplomats of Ghanaian birth who 
are now working for the UNO, wHO, 
or ILO? If so, what is the relevance of 
their being associated with Ghana 
(in the statement of the former 
botswana minister)?

Furthermore, Ghana, as far as I can 
surmise, does not have a separate 
embassy in botswana but services 
a consular or other diplomatic 
mission in maseru from its embassy 
in Pretoria. So, even if the diplomats 
were Ghanaian diplomats (as 
opposed to diplomats of Ghanaian 
origin) their covid-19 variant status 
(if it exists at all) has very little to 
do with Ghana and great deal to do 
with South Africa.

For botswana is an enclave of 
South Africa and few people can 
enter it without crossing South 
Africa at some point. These factors, 
which a former botswana Health 
minister of all people should be 
aware of, make it clear that the 
minister made a false statement, 
resulting (unfortunately) from the 
“self-hatred” which some Africans 
harbour towards other Africans, 
without realising that it was initially 
encouraged in them by people who 
are not Africans.

Anyway, the Ghana ministry 
of Health has wasted no time in 
denying that the covid-19 variant, 
OmIcRON, has been found in Ghana.

Of course, the former minister of 
Health of botswana does not speak 
for the botswana Government. 

but it would be a wise thing for the 
Government of Ghana to send a 
note to the botswana Government 
demanding that

it asks the former minister to 
substantiate his allegation or retract 
it.

THE UNIVERSITy OF LONDON 
cONFERS ITS HIGHEST HONOURS 
ON GHANA’S mARy cHINERy-
HESSE

The University of London has 
conferred what is described as 
its “highest honours awarded to 
exceptional individuals”, on the 
chancellor of the University of 
Ghana, mrs mary chinery-Hesse. 
The citation to the honour says that 
the award “is in recognition of her 
substantial contributions to public 
life and the University.”

The honorary degree was 
presented to mrs chinery-Hesse on 
London University’s convocation 
Day, 23 November 2021, by the 
chancellor of London University, 
Her Royal Highness, Princess Anne, 
The Princess Royal. The ceremony, 
which took place in the University’s 
Senate House, marked the 185th 
anniversary of the creation of the 
University of London by Royal 
charter on 28th November 1836.

mrs mary chinery-Hesse has had 
distinguished careers in Ghana’s 
civil Service and at the United 
Nations. The citation said she is 
“an important voice on economic 
development issues, a defender of 
human and women’s rights, and an 
advocate for African imperatives”

She is the first female chancellor 
of the University of Ghana; she 
was the first African woman to be 
appointed Resident coordinator 
of the UN System; the first female 
Deputy Director-General of the 
International Labour Organization; 
and the first African woman to attain 

the rank of Under-Secretary-General 
of the United Nations.

In a short speech, mrs mary 
chinery-Hesse thanked the 
authorities of the University of 
London for honouring herself and 
three other persons. She added:

QUOTE: O Happy Day! I feel so 
genuinely happy.

we join a group of distinguished 
personalities who have been 
similarly honoured by this great 
University in the past; esteemed 
company which should make us feel 
extremely favoured.

“I refer, for example, to a name like 
President Nelson mandela, whom 
we in Africa consider as such a giant 
in the affairs of men. I feel a sense of 
deep humility that my name would 
appear on a list where he is also 
mentioned.

“I personally owe so much to 
the University of London. my 
father, the late Justice R. S. blay, 
one of the Founding Fathers of my 
country Ghana, who encouraged 
his daughters to reach for the 
skies in spite of the negative 
gender environment of the time, 
graduated from the walls of this 
ver-y University nearly a century 
ago. He must be dancing for joy in 
Heaven in celebration of this great 
honour bestowed on his daughter 
this historic day.

There is more. The University 
college of Ghana from where I 
took my first degree in 1962, was 
an affiliate of the University of 
London in my time. because it 
was affiliated to the University of 
London, it awarded this University’s 
degrees for 13 years until the college 
attained full University status, and 
began to award its own degrees. In 
that sense, I am a bona fide Alumna 
of this Great Institution. I feel a great 
sense of pride. UNQUOTE

Why do some Africans behave like this?
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By Patrick Rutabanzibwa and Mark 
Mwandosya

A
l Noor Kassum  or “Nick” 
to his many friends, 
passed away on 18th No-
vember and was laid to 

rest on 20th November, 2021. even 
though he was born into a family of 
affluence, of Indian heritage, dur-
ing the struggle for tanganyika’s 
independence he was one of Mwal-
imu Julius Nyerere’s closest allies. 

after independence he was ap-
pointed Junior Minister for educa-
tion. He then worked for the united 
Nations (uN), first as a uNeSCO rep-
resentative to the uN Secretariat in 
New York and later on as executive 
Secretary to the economic and So-
cial Council (eCOSOC). He returned 
to tanzania in 1970 and was recruit-
ed into the public service as Deputy 
General Manager of the Williamson 
Diamonds limited at Mwadui. after 
that he was appointed Minister for 
finance and administration in the 
east african Community. 

When the eaC was dissolved in 
1977, Mwalimu Nyerere appointed 
him Minister for Water, energy and 
Minerals, a position he held for 13 
years until 1990 when he retired. 
During his time as Junior Minister, 
he was involved in the founding of 
the university College of Dar es Sa-
laam as a constituent college of the 
then university of east africa. He 
was also instrumental in securing 
the area then known as Observa-
tion Hill (Mlimani) where the main 
campus of the university of Dar es 
Salaam was later built.

We had the good fortune to work 
with al Noor Kassum from the early 
1980s when he was Minister for Wa-
ter, energy and Minerals. He was 
a leader with great vision: He was 
very hard-working; he followed up 
the execution of all his ministry’s 
functions closely; preferring to in-
spire rather than push his subor-
dinates to follow his directions. He 
listened to, and valued, his experts’ 
advice regardless of seniority level, 
respecting and adhering to all ap-
plicable laws and practices when 
discharging his responsibilities. His 
patriotism was manifest more in 
his actions than in what he said in 
public.

In order to deal with the chal-
lenges posed by the global energy 
crises of the decade from 1973 to 
1983, Minister Kassum advised the 
government to establish a depart-
ment to focus on, and coordinate, 
all energy-related matters. He was 
personally involved in building the 
team that would help to achieve 
that objective. He identified a 
young lecturer at the university of 
Dar es Salaam who taught and car-
ried out research in energy matters. 
He made him his adviser, and later 
proposed to President Nyerere to 
appoint him Commissioner for Pe-
troleum affairs in accordance with 
the Petroleum (exploration and 
Production) act, 1980. 

that was how Prof. Mark Mwan-
dosya became the first Commis-
sioner for energy and Petroleum 
affairs and head of the energy De-
partment in the ministry. Minister 
Kassum also had another young of-
ficer seconded from the tanzania 

Fare-thee-well Al Noor Kassum
Petroleum Development Corpora-
tion (tPDC) to be his personal as-
sistant in following up oil and gas 
projects and activities. after giving 
the secondee some experience, he 
had him transferred to the energy 
Department. that was how Pat-
rick rutabanzibwa became one 
of Mark Mwandosya’s assistants in 
1985 when the department was es-
tablished. after Mark Mwandosya 
was appointed Permanent Secre-
tary for Water, energy and Miner-
als in 1990, Patrick rutabanzibwa 
replaced him as Commissioner for 
energy and Petroleum affairs.

the minister’s efforts to build 
the human resource capacity at 
the energy Department did not 
end there. He had other young, 
capable engineers, Bashir Mrin-
doko, estomih Sawe and Shaban 
Mgana, transferred to the division 
from the Water Department. He 
also had an economist, theodore 
Kapiga, seconded from the ru-
fiji Basin Development authority 
(ruBaDa) and another engineer, 
Vincent Gondwe (now deceased), 
who had been dealing with ener-
gy matters before the department 
was established, transferred to the 
department from the ministry’s 
Policy and Planning Division.

after being established in 1985 
with these few officers, the en-
ergy Department continued to 
grow and increase its capacity to 
oversee the implementation of en-
ergy sector development policies, 
strategies and plans. Prosper Vic-
tus, lutengano Mwakahesya, Ngo-
si Mwihava, theophil Bwakea and 
Charles Omujuni are only some of 
the officers who joined the energy 
Department in its early days and 
who were later transferred to 
other government institutions 
– within and outside the energy 
sector – where they made signifi-
cant contributions.

Minister Kassum fostered good 
working relations with his fel-
low ministers as well as his per-
manent secretaries, frederick 
rwegarulila (deceased); Harith 
Bakari Mwapachu (deceased); 
athumani Janguo; fulgence 
Kazaura (deceased); and Paul 
Mkanga. this enabled timely 
decision-making regarding many 
of the ministry’s issues as well 
as efficient implementation of 
those decisions. Minister Kas-
sum also drew on his prior expe-
rience in international relations 
to persuade tanzania’s develop-
ment partners to finance energy 
projects and support the em-
ployment of foreign experts who 
were deployed in the ministry 
and its parastatal agencies to ad-
vise on electricity, oil and gas, as 
well as new and renewable energy 
development issues. 

Some of those experts – for ex-
ample roger Nellist from the u.K. 
(who had been assigned to tanza-
nia by the Commonwealth Secre-
tariat); Sigurd Heiberg and farouk 
al Kasim from Norway (Statoil and 
Norwegian Petroleum Directo-
rate); Dr. Kokitil Narayanan from 
India (Oil and Natural Gas Com-
mission); and Paul Precht from 
Canada (Canadian International 
Development agency) – continued 

funding, the project could not be 
implemented in the 1990s as he 
had proposed. Nevertheless, the 
preparatory work that was done 
has been used, almost entirely, 
by the government in its recent 
efforts to implement the project, 
now renamed the Julius Nyerere 
Hydropower Project; and

He initiated the preparation of 
the first comprehensive National 
energy Policy, which was an-
nounced by the government in 
1992. Prof. Matthew luhanga (de-
ceased) of the university of Dar es 
Salaam contributed considerably 
to the content of that policy along-
side other tanzanian experts.

In addition to the achievements 
he attained as a cabinet minis-
ter, al Noor Kassum was also ap-
pointed by the global leader of the 
Ismaili Muslim community, His 
Highness Shah Karim al-Husayni, 
aga Khan IV, to be his Vazir and 
representative in tanzania for 
many years. after he retired from 
the government he was appointed 
Chancellor of Sokoine university 
of agriculture in Morogoro. He 
also served as chairman of Mwal-
imu Nyerere foundation and the 
National Development Corpora-
tion.

a few years ago, al Noor Kas-
sum’s health began to deteriorate, 
in part because of his advanced 
age of over 90 years. In Septem-
ber, 2018 we had the opportunity 
to visit him at his residence to 
wish him well. One of us (Patrick 
rutabanzibwa) managed to pay 
him a visit when he was admit-
ted at the aga Khan Hospital, Dar 
es Salaam, four days before he 
passed away, and to thank him 
sincerely on behalf of all the pub-
lic servants he inspired, nurtured 
and mentored during the years 
he was the leader of the Ministry 
of Water, energy and Minerals. 
He was too frail to speak, but he 
broke into a smile that indicated 
the message had arrived.

Rest in peace, Mzee Al Noor 
Kassum.

From Almighty God we came, 
and verily to Him we shall re-
turn.

25 November, 2021

   *Patrick Rutabanzibwa has 
served as Commissioner for 
Energy and Petroleum Affairs; 
and Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministries of Energy and 
Minerals; Water and Irrigation; 
Home Affairs; and Lands, Hous-
ing and Human Settlements De-
velopment

**Prof. Mark Mwandosya has 
served as Commissioner for 
Energy and Petroleum Affairs; 
and Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministries of Water, Energy and 
Minerals; Energy and Minerals; 
and Industries and Trade. He is 
also a former Minister for Com-
munications and Transport; 
Water and Irrigation; and Wa-
ter; and also Minister of State 
(Environment), Vice President’s 
Office; and Minister of State 
(Special Duties), President’s Of-
fice

volved, and thus helped towards 
securing the success of subse-
quent gas utilization projects that 
focused on power generation and 
the supply of energy to industries;

He persuaded the government 
to seek soft loans from inter-
national financial institutions 
(World Bank, european Invest-
ment Bank and Kuwait fund) in 
order to start drilling in gas ex-
ploration and wells development 
around Songo Songo Island in the 
early 1980s. those wells facilitat-
ed the commercial production of 
gas starting in 2004. the World 
Bank had never provided a low 
income country (as tanzania was 
then) with funds for drilling oil or 
gas exploration wells;

He oversaw the extension of the 
national electricity grid to serve 
15 regions (on Mainland tanza-
nia) and Zanzibar, and the exten-
sion of the uganda grid to serve 
Kagera region. When he was first 
appointed minister responsible 
for energy, only five regions were 
served by the grid. In his efforts 
to extend the grid he worked 
closely with the taNeSCO Manag-
ing Director, Salvatory Mosha (de-
ceased) and his colleagues Simon 
Mhaville (deceased), Baruany eli-
jah luhanga, Silvan Kimaryo (de-
ceased) and other officials. By ex-
tending the grid, he ensured the 
commercial viability of the Songo 
Songo and Mnazi Bay gas projects 
by enlarging the gas market to 
power generation;

He oversaw the original prepa-
rations for the implementation 
of the Stigler’s Gorge hydropow-
er project, which included the 
detailed design of the dam and 
other civil works, the power fa-
cilities, as well as geotechnical, 
hydrological and environmental 
impact studies. Because of the 
cost of the project and the lack of 

to be involved in efforts to further 
develop the institutional capacity 
of the energy Division, tPDC and 
the tanzania electric Supply Com-
pany (taNeSCO) for many years 
after they returned to their home 
countries.

the energy Department de-
veloped a culture that earned it 
the reputation of being among 
government departments with 
officers who were hard-working, 
transparent and professional. In 
1994, when Minister Kassum’s suc-
cessor, Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, 
handed over the Ministry of en-
ergy and Minerals to his successor 
Jackson Makwetta (deceased), he 
cautioned that the energy Divi-
sion’s staff were very argumen-
tative, adding that his successor 
will ignore their advice at his own 
peril. Kikwete’s counsel to a great 
extent reflected the impact that 
Minister Kassum’s mentoring had 
had on energy Department staff 
who had worked under him.

It is therefore not surprising 
that Minister Kassum was able to 
contribute to the development of 
the water, energy and mining sec-
tors to the extent that we continue 
to see today, leaving a lasting lega-
cy. the following are only some of 
his accomplishments during his 
time as Minister for Water, energy 
and Minerals:

He oversaw the enactment by 
Parliament of the Mining act, 
1979 and the Petroleum (explo-
ration and Production) act, 1980. 
these laws provided for greater 
participation of the private sector 
in mineral, oil and gas exploration 
and production, at a time when 
tanzania’s social and economic 
policies were markedly socialist. 
He thus appeared to be ahead of 
his time. andrew Chenge, who 
was at that time a senior lawyer in 
the attorney General’s Chambers, 

made a significant contribution to 
the preparation of those laws;

He enabled the ministry to 
carry out reconnaissance explo-
ration through airborne geophysi-
cal surveys covering virtually the 
entire country. ultimately, the 
surveys facilitated the develop-
ment and establishment of sever-
al large and medium-sized mines 
during the late 1990s and early 
2000s. they also proved valuable 
in groundwater resource explora-
tion and development;

He vigorously promoted oil and 
gas exploration. for several years 
he was also tPDC’s Board Chair-
man, and he worked closely with 
tPDC’s Managing Director, Syl-
vester Barongo, and the corpora-
tion’s many experts in the fields 
of investment, financial manage-
ment, administration and geo-
sciences. 

those experts, who came to be 
highly respected in the eastern 
and southern african region, in-
cluded Yona Killagane, Salvator 
Ntomola, Halfani Halfani, lionel 
Mawalla (deceased), Yete Mwa-
lyego (deceased), Dismas fuko, 
Herry Kejo Kajato, Joyce Singano 
and flora Mpanju – to name but 
a few. the high level of expertise 
that they attained in their respec-
tive fields can in part be attribut-
ed to their minister’s efforts to de-
velop human capital in tanzania’s 
oil and gas industry. the natural 
gas at Mnazi Bay was identified 
for exploitation in 1982 under his 
leadership;

for ten years he made a con-
certed effort to develop the Songo 
gas reserves for the production of 
fertiliser by Kilwa ammonia Com-
pany (KIlaMCO). although the 
effort did not succeed and was 
abandoned in 1989, it provided 
valuable experience to govern-
ment institutions that were in-

OBITUARY

By David Kiwuwa

taNZaNIa gained its in-
dependence on 9 December 
1961 after 71 years of colonial 
administration, first under 
Germany and later Britain. at 
independence, the country 
had only 11 indigenous univer-
sity graduates and 71 per cent 
of the senior civil service was 
expatriates.

like other newly independ-
ent african countries, tan-
zania faced numerous socio-
economic challenges. these 
included low agricultural 
productivity and a low indus-
trial and manufacturing base. 
at the same time, it strove to 
become a nation – a viable, 
coherent state based on a na-
tional identity and conscious-
ness. It also had to build a 
public authority.

What followed independ-
ence, however, was off the af-
rican post-colonial script. tan-
zania’s first post-independence 
philosopher leader, Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere, undertook 
a bold political experiment 
known as ujamaa or african 
socialism. the doctrine, pro-
claimed in 1967, was under-
pinned by self-reliance, respect 
for human dignity and human 
rights. this became the guide 
for tanzania.

for a while, the country also 
spearheaded pan-africanism, 
the ideal of a united africa.

Our mission is to share 
knowledge and inform de-
cisions. forging a coherent 
national body politic is most 
difficult for african countries 
characterised by ethnic diversi-
ty. this is because of the nature 
of ethnic politics and the mobi-

lisation of communal groups as 
the primary political constitu-
ency. Kenya, ethiopia and the 
Democratic republic of Congo 
are instructive examples.

But under Nyerere and its 
subsequent leaders, tanzania 
managed to forge a national 
consciousness that goes be-
yond creed, race and ethnic 
affiliation. In sharp contrast to 
many an african country, tan-
zania has demonstrated the 
possibility of co-existence in 
diversity.

there is much for tanzani-
ans to be proud of 60 years 
after independence. But the 
country is yet to realise the 
founding father’s dream of a 
country in which self-reliance, 
mutual dignity, tolerance and 
inclusion underpin its sociopo-
litical fabric.

the political system has been 

a one-party state that morphed 
into a dominant party system 
in later years. the tanzania 
africa National union was the 
ruling party until 1977. In that 
year it merged with the afro-
Shirazi Party to form Chama 
Chama Mapinduzi or the Party 
of the revolution. the party re-
mains in government, making 
it one of africa’s longest-ruling 
parties.

tanzania’s democracy re-
port card is, at best, chequered. 
On the surface, the country 
has had periodic elections 
and changes of leadership. 
But this has been achieved by 
systematic shrinking of the 
political space. forging ahead, 
the political class should seek 
greater accommodation so 
that disagreements don’t lead 
to imprisonment, harassment 
and attempted assassinations. 

for the country to achieve sub-
stantive progress, it must make 
a collective and diverse effort.

What Africa can learn 
from Tanzania

the african state has been 
cast as weak within the global 
political economy. tanzania 
has rekindled the debate about 
state sovereignty – a nationalist 
ideal which underpinned the 
country’s ideological stance 
in the 1960s and 1970s. In one 
recent instance, tanzania as-
serted its state prerogative 
by forcing a renegotiation of 
Chinese port contracts seen 
as detrimental to the national 
interest.

In another, the country 
had its way in a tax dispute 
with a major western min-
ing conglomerate. this is on 
top of renegotiating the terms 
of long-standing mining con-

tracts deemed unfavourable 
to the country. this pushback 
would have made the country’s 
founding president proud. So 
would the rise of the country’s 
first woman president, Samia 
Suluhu Hassan, following the 
sudden death of President John 
Magufuli in March 2021. In his 
celebrated essays and later in 
the 1967 arusha Declaration, 
Nyerere lamented the lot of 
women and hoped for better:

It is true that within our tra-
ditional society, ill-treatment 
and enforced subservience 
are the women’s lot. If we want 
our country to make full and 
quick progress, it is essential 
to enable our women to live on 
terms of full equality with their 
fellow citizens, who happen to 
be men.

the road ahead

at 60, tanzanians can look 
back with mixed emotions 
about how far they have come 
but equally wonder how far 
they could have travelled. the 
country has been spared the 
instability many in the region 
have experienced.

But peace on its own is not 
enough. the unfulfilled prom-
ise of prosperity and economic 
advancement is still a drag on 
the euphoria of self-govern-
ance and indigenous empow-
erment.

Harnessing all efforts to-
wards economic prosperity 
and self-reliance should be the 
number one priority and there-
in lies the true essence of inde-
pendence.

The author is Associate 
Professor of International 
Studies at the University of 
Nottingham

Tanzania at 60: A model of co-existence held back by political rigidity

Looking back: From left to right  Mark Mwandosya, Commissioner of Energy and Petroleum Affairs; Paul 
Mkanga, Permanent Secretary; Mzee Al Noor Kassum (standing), Minister for Water Energy and Minerals; and 
Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete  Deputy Minister of Water, Energy and Minerals. ( File Photo)
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By Mariana Kruger, Ames Dhai, Jerome Singh, Mantoa Mokhachane, 
Glenda Gray and Mongezi Mdhluli

O
n 10 September 2021, the South african Health 
Products regulatory authority approved the use 
of the Pfizer vaccine for children 12 years and older. 
this approval was followed by Minister of Health 

Joe Phaahla announcing that the government had opened 
Covid-19 vaccinations to children in this age group. 

However, uptake among these children has been quite low. 
there seems to be resistance from some quarters, including 
parents and healthcare workers. More recently, the african 
Christian Democratic Party, supported by some organisa-
tions, asked the courts to issue an interdict to stop the roll-out 
of Covid-19 vaccinations to children. the Pretoria High Court 
ruled that the application was not urgent and could be heard 
at a later stage.  

Children under 18 comprise 34.5% of the population, with 
about 16% being between the ages of 12 and 18. During the 
Covid-19 third wave in South africa, the weekly incidence of 
admissions associated with Covid-19 in children increased in 
all age groups, with 565 in-hospital Covid deaths — an in-hos-
pital case fatality risk of 3.6%. among all deaths in children, 
201 (35.6%) were among adolescents aged 15 to 19. Children 
with underlying conditions comprised 56% of those who died. 
Poorer outcomes are recorded in children with comorbidities. 

Shift in infection ages
Commonly reported underlying conditions in South afri-

can children include HIV, tB, chronic respiratory diseases and 
diabetes. Older teens and adolescents are acquiring Covid-19 
at rates similar to adults. It is noted that in the netherlands, un-
like the previous waves where mainly older age groups have 
been infected, the current fourth wave is especially affecting 
children under 15 years of age.  

It seems like a similar scenario could be emerging in South 
africa, especially in light of what is being observed with the 
emergence of the new variant, Omicron. 

Schools have seen a surge of absenteeism and learning 
losses because of pandemic-related school closures. Learning 
losses are not uniform, and are higher in disadvantaged pupil 
groups, resulting in a widening of inequalities. for many pu-
pils, school is a source of education as well as safety, food (for 
those dependent on feeding schemes) and support. 

Can a case be made for the expedited vaccination of chil-
dren with underlying conditions and older adolescents based 
on the burden of cases, hospitalisations and learning loss? Will 
vaccinating all children result in a decrease in community 
spread? Is the wellbeing of children in South africa vital for a 
brighter future for the country?

Covid-19 has introduced significant additional challenges to 
child health in South africa. the lockdowns disrupted several 
essential services to children such as basic education, school 
feeding systems, healthcare access, mental health support and 

food security.  the closure of schools has increased food inse-
curity, as close to nine million South african children are de-
pendent on their daily meals provided through these school 
feeding schemes, with subsequent worsening in malnutrition. 

Disrupted schooling
furthermore, children from disadvantaged communities 

with limited access to digital resources have probably lost 
more than a school year, which is devastating with regard to 
the worsening inequity in education between affluent and dis-
advantaged communities in South africa. 

Most primary clinics have not functioned normally during 
the lockdowns, leading to disruption in immunisation admin-
istration, basic primary healthcare and delays in rendering 
treatment to children with chronic illness. 

Children from socioeconomically disadvantaged communi-
ties have had far less access to mental support. their parents 
often have not been able to work, with resultant increased 
family tension and violence. 

Many parents are forced to leave children on their own at 
home as child-minding services are not affordable. Children 
have also suffered the loss of parents and grandparents, and 
there are many child-headed households with limited support 
systems. this has tremendously increased the number of chil-

dren suffering from severe anxiety. Childline has recorded an 
increase in anxiety-related phone calls of 67% in 2020 com-
pared to 2019. 

Infected children pose a risk of transmission to more vul-
nerable household members with an increased risk of seri-
ous morbidity and mortality, especially in the context of ex-
tended family households common in South africa. the latter 
is particularly relevant where grandparents are raising their 
grandchildren. as SarS-COV-2 is more contagious than the in-
fluenza virus, containment is crucial in the control of Covid-19 
infections.   as children constitute a third of the population, it 
is important to include them in plans to curb Covid-19 infec-
tions while simultaneously ensuring that they can continue 
with the regular activities that are necessary for normal child 
development and child health. these activities include access 
to basic health services, education, sport and normal play ac-
tivities.

Count the kids in 
as affirmed in the Constitution, children’s constitutional 

rights should be upheld. Inherent in this is that all forms of 
neglect are prevented and children’s best interests are of para-
mount importance. Children should therefore benefit from 
any new medical interventions that are developed under 

Why all children older than 12 need to get the Covid-19 jab

China issues white paper on China-Africa cooperation in new era (Photo: Liu Xin/GT)
scientifically robust methodologies to ad-
dress their health needs, including vaccines 
for prevention of diseases. Bearing in mind 
South africa’s high burden of infectious dis-
eases, the realities of overcrowding and the 
impossibility of maintaining safe distances 
in most South african schools, it is critical 
that children take up or are assisted in taking 
up the Covid-19 vaccine provided for them 
in the national roll-out programme.

the restrictions of physical movement 
during the lockdowns may have prevented 
the spread of Covid-19, but have negatively 
affected the essential activities of children, 
such as education, sport and cultural events. 
unfortunately, thus far, physical protection 
has taken precedence at the expense of the 
mental health and intellectual development 
of children.

for this, and all the reasons above, a case is 
made for the vaccination of children against 
Covid-19, and parents, guardians and com-
munities are urged to facilitate children’s ac-
cess to the vaccination programmes. 

                      DM

By Gao Yuncai
 

D
urIng the past eight 
years since China pro-
posed the Belt and road 
Initiative (BrI), the coun-

try has made continuous efforts to 
promote pragmatic cooperation 
with countries participating in the 
BrI in agriculture, a key sector of 
BrI cooperation, and realized mu-
tual complementarily and common 
development in the sector with rel-
evant countries.

So far, China has signed agree-
ments on agricultural cooperation 
with 86 BrI countries and estab-
lished stable working mechanisms 
with more than half of them. Over 
the past eight years, China has in-
vested in more than 820 agricultur-
al projects in BrI countries. 

the country’s investment stock 
in BrI countries has exceeded $17 
billion. Last year, its trade volume 
of agricultural products with coun-
tries participating in the BrI totaled 
$95.79 billion.

In 2012, China Shandong Interna-
tional economic & technical Coop-
eration group Ltd. (CSI) and Shan-
dong Lumian group, both based in 
Jinan, capital of east China’s Shan-
dong province, jointly registered a 
new company named new epoch

agriculture Development Com-
pany in Sudan for the building of 
China-Sudan agricultural Coopera-
tion Development Zone.

the first phase of the project in-
volves a total planned investment 
of $50 million, of which $46 million 
has been realized. 

In 2017, the China-Sudan agri-
cultural Cooperation Development 
Zone was recognized as one of the 
first batches of 10 overseas agricul-
tural cooperation demonstration 
zones by China’s Ministry of agri-
cultural and rural affairs.

Consisting of a central area in 
the rahad irrigation area in el-fau 
town, el-gadarif State, Sudan, and 
multiple industrial parks, the Chi-
na-Sudan agricultural Cooperation 
Development Zone focuses on the 
development and building of free 
trade platforms for various links 
of the industrial chain from culti-

China and BRI countries share fruits of agricultural cooperation under BRI

vation bases for superior varieties 
and breeds, planting and breeding 
bases to agricultural products pro-
cessing, logistics services, and trad-
ing.

through a development model 
featuring shared benefits and win-
win results, the agricultural cooper-
ation development zone has driven 
the agricultural development of the 
entire rahad irrigation area that 
covers an area of 2.2 million mu 
(about 146,670 hectares).

the continuously deepened agri-
cultural cooperation between Chi-
na and Sudan has brought tangible 

benefits to local Sudanese people.
at present, the China-Sudan agri-

cultural Cooperation Development 
Zone is advancing the construc-
tion of its industrial parks with 
steady steps, according to Sun 
Lei, deputy general manager of 
new era agricultural development 
company, Ltd., adding that it is 
also conducting negotiations with 
relevant enterprises in the indus-
trial chain on cooperation.

the construction of these in-
dustrial parks has to a large ex-
tent, helped solve the problem of 
employment for local people and 

increased their income, Sun dis-
closed. With the construction of 
these industrial parks progressing 
steadily, great changes have taken 
place in el-fau town in recent 
years, Sun said, explaining that 
the road condition in the town 
has got better, its markets have 
become busier, and many local 
people have replaced their bikes 
with motorcycles.

In September, 2016, guangdong 
guangken rubber group Co., Ltd., 
based in south China’s guang-
dong province, took over thai 
Hua rubber Public Company Lim-

ited, which was the third-largest 
natural rubber producer in the 
world, becoming one of the larg-
est natural rubber operators in 
the world that own a complete in-
dustrial chain.

the Chinese company has 
launched 42 natural rubber pro-
jects that are independently run, 
in countries such as thailand, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, 
and Singapore, building a devel-
opment framework that features a 
complete industrial chain includ-
ing research and development, 
breeding of saplings, plantation 

A Chinese agricultural expert offers technical guidance to a local technician in Senegal, June 24, 2019. (Photo provided by the agricultural expert team 
sent by China to Senegal as an aid to the country’s development)

management, deep processing, 
storage and logistics, and inter-
national trade. the company pro-
duces and sells more than 700,000 
tons of dry rubber products from 
its overseas projects in a year.

In recent years, by carrying out 
mergers and acquisitions and 
building its factories, guangdong 
guangken rubber group Co., Ltd. 
has opened 26 natural rubber pro-
cessing factories in thailand, Ma-
laysia, and Indonesia with a total 
production capacity of 1.3 million 
tons. the rubber factories invest-
ed by the Chinese company have 
boosted the benefits of planting 
rubber trees, created a large num-
ber of jobs for local people, and 
boosted tax revenues for the local 
governments. the Chinese compa-
ny also opened schools for children 
of its local employees and built 
public facilities, improving the live-
lihood of the local communities.

In recent years, China’s Minis-
try of agriculture and rural af-
fairs and relevant authorities have 
jointly issued the Vision and action 
on Jointly Promoting agricultural 
Cooperation on the Belt and road, 
and held the International food 
Loss reduction Conference and 
the International forum on Black 
Soil Conservation and utilization, 
sending a signal of strengthening 
agricultural cooperation and shar-
ing the development outcomes of 
modern agricultural development 
to the world.

Sui Pengfei, director-general of 
the international cooperation de-
partment at the Ministry of agricul-
ture and rural affairs, expressed 
that in carrying out Belt and road 
agricultural construction, China 
aims to improve top-level design 
further, facilitate docking of poli-
cies and mutual recognition of 
standards with participating coun-
tries, promote agricultural service 
trade to become a new growth 
point for international coopera-
tion, build a platform for agricul-
tural cooperation, push forward 
agricultural cooperation, and share 
development results.

  People's Daily
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By Guardian Reporter

It’S hard to imagine a single part of our daily lives that 
hasn’t been changed by the seemingly unrelenting advanc-
es in technology.

at the same time, it’s vitally important that businesses 
strive to keep up with the latest and most promising inno-
vations to remain competitive and meet the demands of 
their customers. the tanzania Posts Corporation (tPC) is 
no different.

technological innovations have had a key role in helping 
the Postal Service improve the quality of service it provides 
customers. tPC in collaboration with other postal organi-
zations began to see technology as a great opportunity to 
completely change its operations in line with its core re-
sponsibilities.

tPC acting postmaster general Macrice Mbodo says that 
in order to be more effective, the corporation has devel-
oped an integrated system—the postal management infor-
mation system (PMIS) in which there are various systems 
such as human resource management, finance, operations 
and operations, and International Postal System that have 
a link with International financial System.

according to him, tPC continues to undergo digital 
transformation to reach many people and improve its ser-
vices for national development.

the official noted that the corporation has also put in 
place a system of tracking trends of letters, bags, and even 
national and international packages namely “truck and 
trace” as well as customer service.

“tPC also developed an online marketing platform to 
take advantage of the growing e-commerce business in the 
country. the e-shop provides a room for traders to enter 
their products, and buyers can order after seeing them 
online, import through digital channels and do payments 
online and later products delivered wherever they are 
through digital Post,” he says.

according to tPC, by July this year 270 large and small 
businesses had registered at the online postal service to 
sell various products.

tPC has a Smart Postal service which is a digital platform 
that aims to transform postal services operations into digi-
tal format. Smart Post operates digitally through the use of 
mobile phones acting as a virtual box or (digital box) that 
brings simplicity to the marketing technology by making 
sure every person who owns a mobile phone can have ac-
cess to postal.

a resident of tabata in Dar es Salaam, Juma ali com-
mends tPC for its various digital services, which he says: 
“Will help to improve people’s lives.”

the acting Postmaster General says these systems have 
also been developed as an “aPP” where a smart customer 
can download them to his mobile phone and start working 
without having to travel long distances to follow the postal 
services at the Post Office.

Mbodo says that as a result the old boxes in the post 

TPC unveils countless feats achieved since independence

office buildings have been set up in another form where a person's 
phone number can be registered and become his or her digital box, 
such a customer has the advantage of getting text messages on his 
phone is SMS when he sends an item or product through the Post 
Office and he can track his product through his phone.

“When the goods arrive at the Post Office, SMS is sent to the mobile 
phone and he or she chooses the method of delivering the item, ei-
ther to the Post Office to pick it up himself or to be sent wherever he/
she wants,” he says.

the corporation has also developed a one-stop service centre to 
facilitate the delivery of various services to the public.

“this is one of our strategies to increase efficiency and enhance 
trouble-free access to government services.

Services available at the centre include those provided by the reg-
istration Insolvency and trusteeship agency (rIta), National Iden-
tification authority (NIDa), Business registrations and Licensing 
agency (BreLa), and tanzania revenue authority (tra).

“When a person gets into the Post Office, he/she does not need to 
start moving here and there looking for other government offices, 
but is served within one office easily and on time,” he says,

for example, he says: “a person who needs a passport when ar-

riving at the post office will make arrangements for the immigration 
department and if he/she does not have a National Identity Card he/
she will make arrangements to obtain an ID without leaving and if 
there is a payment he/she will make payment arrangements within 
the office.”

“If his passport is ready he/she can also be sent to where he/she 
wants by post.”

tPC in general has greatly simplified postal services in stark con-
trast to the post-independence period of mainland tanzania, a ser-
vice that was time-consuming as workers were taking postal docu-
ments on foot.

“But today’s digital Post is just a click through closed and uninter-
rupted enabling systems and it is safe as even digital post offices cur-
rently have digital security through CCtV cameras installed in Post 
Office buildings with a new digital look.

In fact, the tanzania Postal Corporation has made great strides, es-
pecially on the digital side, and I commend them for that innovation," 
Mbodo adds.

Before independence, postal services were carried out by the Ger-
man colonial government, which jointly ruled tanganyika, rwanda, 
and Burundi.

the Postal Headquarters for all these countries was in the Sokoine 

Post Office building (Old Post Office) 
in Dar es Salaam.

the first stamp letter service was 
introduced in the country in 1893 and 
the letters were sent using messengers 
who were walking long distances to 
the district and provinces' headquar-
ters. the train service between Dar es 
Salaam, Kigoma, and later to Mwanza 
and arusha improved the network of 
postal services in the country.

In 1951, the colonial government 
created a body to oversee joint servic-
es in tanganyika, Kenya, and uganda-
-the east african Common Services 
Organization (eaCSO).

"In addition, under the union, a law 
was enacted to establish the east af-
rican Post and telecommunications 
agency (eaPta) which continued to 
administer these services until the 
time of the original east african Com-
munity in 1967," he says.

after independence, postal services 
continued to be regulated under the 
act establishing the eaPta

the executive Officer continued 
to be the Postmaster-General, under 
which were the regional Directors 
of Kenya, uganda, and tanganyika. 
at that time, the headquarters was in 
Nairobi, Kenya where the headquar-
ters of the tanganyika “region” was in 
Dar es Salaam.

after the breakdown of the east af-
rican Community (eaC), whereby the 
tanzanian government has appoint-
ed a committee to draft a law to create 
a tanzania Postal and telephone Cor-
poration to replace the east african 
Postal and telephone Corporation, 
which came into force on february 3, 
1978.

tPC was established by an act of 
Parliament No. 19 of 1993 (tanzania 
Posts Corporation act. 1993) after the 
amendment of the former tanzania 
Postal and telephone Corporation 
(tP&tC). tanzania Postal Corpora-
tion officially started on January 1, 
1994. the Postal Corporation is 100% 
owned by the government and is un-
der the Ministry of Information, Com-
munication and Information technol-
ogy (ICt).

Tanzania Posts Corporation acting postmaster general Macrice Mbodo speaks at one of the corporation meetings at a past event.
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By Hassane Koné and Fahiraman
 Rodrigue Koné

A
fter years of delays in 
reforming Burkina faso’s 
security sector, the gov-
ernment adopted a na-

tional security policy on 6 October 
this year. as social anger mounts 
over the inability of the authorities 
to contain an increasingly deadly 
jihadist insurgency, the country 
needs to urgently reform its secu-
rity apparatus to contain the wor-
rying insecurity. 

the overthrow of Blaise Com-
paoré in 2014 in Burkina faso, 
triggered by his attempt to amend 
the constitution for a third term, 
and the political transition that fol-
lowed, led to significant dissension 
within the Burkinabe security sys-
tem.

the desire of some members of 
the Presidential Security regiment 
(rSP) to interfere in that transition 
process led to disagreements with 
the rest of the army and the tran-
sition’s political authorities. Secu-
rity sector reform was meant to 
respond to citizens’ call for a defin-
itive break with the old order and 
military interference in the coun-
try’s political governance. this de-
mand was reinforced by the failure 
of an attempted military coup in 
September 2015 and a rise in terror 
attacks from January 2016.

In September 2015, a call for re-
form of the armed forces led to the 
dissolution of the rSP, the back-
bone of Compaoré’s protection 
apparatus. a national intelligence 
agency and an army reform com-
mission were created in October 
and December 2015.

Burkina Faso’s security sector is tearing at the seams — reform can no longer wait
finally, in October 2017, the Na-

tional forum on Security concep-
tualised and advocated for security 
sector reform. this reform should 
break with the dominant military-
police paradigm and lay the foun-
dation for a holistic approach to 
public security policy.

Conducted in the spirit of broad 
consultation, these meetings have 
defined the main guidelines and 
organised the implementation 
process of the reform. the forum 
recommended the elaboration of 
a national security policy to which 
a national security strategy and 
various sectoral policies in this field 
should be linked. 

However, the commission in 
charge of drafting the national se-
curity policy was only created a 
year later, in December 2018. It sub-
mitted the final version of the docu-
ment to the president in January 
2020 and was adopted in October 
2021, four years after the forum. 

these delays reveal the contextu-
al challenges facing security sector 
reform in Burkina faso. first, mis-
trust prevailed between the new 
civilian elites and the military. this 
dates back to 2014 when the tran-
sitional leaders tried to sideline an 
institution known in the past for its 
political interference. 

It was motivated by the fear of 
the takeover of key components of 
the security apparatus by elements 
of the former regime. the current 
government has openly adopted 
the same logic of distancing the de-
fence and security forces from po-
litical dynamics. 

this approach has not fostered 
the full cooperation of military 
elites in the security sector reform 

 Burkina Faso military personnel gather behind the coffins of military victims of the suspected terror attack during a funeral in the capital 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 07 March 2018. 

lence and encourage abuses. ef-
forts to implement Burkina faso’s 
long-planned community policing 
system continued, and the coun-
try adopted a national strategy to 
prevent radicalisation and violent 
extremism in May 2021. 

these fragmented actions have 
allowed for immediate needs to 
be met, but without a broad and 
coherent vision, they haven’t pro-
duced the effective transformation 
expected of the security sector as a 
whole.

the 2021 national security poli-
cy could breathe new life into the 
overall reform process. the ap-
pointment of a military officer in 
June to head the defence ministry 
suggests a softening of relations 
between the political and military 
elites. More holistic coordination 
and implementation of the security 
policy is needed though, especially 
with violence intensifying in the 
country.

the government should adopt 
the national security strategy as a 
priority and align sectoral reforms 
with the spirit of the national secu-
rity policy. In addition, it should de-
fine a national security architecture 
that will determine the structures, 
responsibilities, principles and co-
ordination procedures for manag-
ing security issues. 

Burkina faso’s security sector re-
form requires both the will of the 
political authorities and that of the 
defence and security forces to ac-
cept change. DM
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process. Some of them, still in fa-
vour of security policy governance 
under military leadership, aren’t 
open to the idea of civilians con-
trolling the security sector’s gov-
ernance. this partly explains the 
tug-of-war over the steering of the 
reform between the defence and 
security ministries, against a back-
drop of rivalries between the army 
and police. 

the deterioration of the security 
environment since 2015 has also 
disrupted the process of security 
sector reform. the authorities’ re-
sponse to escalating jihadist vio-
lence focuses on emergency sec-
toral solutions rather than holistic 
and coherent actions. 

Specialised judicial poles for the 
repression of terrorism and organ-
ised crime offences were estab-
lished in January 2017. a military 
programming law to fund the im-
plementation of the reform of the 
armed forces was passed in Decem-
ber 2017. and a National Centre for 
Security Studies was created in Oc-
tober 2019 to meet the state’s need 
for knowledge and expertise on is-
sues of national interest. 

In January 2020 a law introduc-
ing volunteers for homeland de-
fence was passed, a mechanism 
through which ordinary citizens 
can participate in the armed re-
sponse to insecurity under rela-
tive state control. However many 
observers expressed reservations 
about this system, saying it could 
exacerbate inter-communal vio-
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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

CUSTOMERS of CRDB Bank Plc can 
now send and received money to 50 
countries globally thanks to a partner-
ship which the lender has agreed with 
WorldRemit.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam yester-
day when announcing the partnership 
with WorldRemit that, CRDB’s Direc-
tor of Retail Banking, Boma Raballa 
said Tanzanians in the Diaspora can 
also send money to friends and rela-
tives who are accounts holders of the 
bank.

“This deal also allows Tanzanians 
living abroad who want to send money 
to their friends and relatives digitally 
through CRDB Bank’s accounts,” Ra-
balla said adding that local recipients 
can get cash from 260 branches of the 
bank in the country.

He said the Dar es Salaam based 
lender understands the importance of 
remittances being made Diaspora Tan-
zanians hence the decision to partner 
with one of the world’s leading digital 
money transfer firms in WorldRemit.

“We have millions of Tanzanians 
who are living abroad that will now use 
CRDB’s vast network of 260 branches 
and over 20,000 agents countrywide,” 
he added saying because WorldRemit 
is a digital platform money transfer 
firm, transactions are fast and in real 
time.

In remarks at the event, WorldRe-
mit Tanzania Director who is also in-
charge of East Africa Region, Cynthia 
Ponera commended the deal with 
CRDB saying it customers should ex-
pect real time cash transfers from any-
where in the world.

“This agreement is also aimed at fos-
tering financial inclusion because with 
the wide network of CRDB branches 
and agents, WorldRemit will leverage 
its global network presence to make 
transactions easier and affordable,” 
Ponera said while noting that the 
company has presence in more than 
50 countries.

WorldRemit’s Europe Middle East 
and Africa Director, Sharon Kinyanjui 
said Tanzania is the third most impor-
tant market in East Africa in terms of 

CRDB forge partnership with world’s 
leading remittances firm, WorldRemit

CRDB Bank Plc’s director of retail banking, Boma Raballa announcing a partnership with WorldRemit in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Right is WorldRemit 
Tanzania director, Cythia Ponera and CRDB’s senior manager for alternative channels, Mangire Kibanda.

Diversification 

NAIROBI 

KEnyA Power #ticker:KPLC on 
Friday revealed plans for a larger 
stake of the electric car market 
through building countrywide 
charging points and push for fur-
ther lowering of import taxes for 
non-fuel driven cars.

The electricity distributor said 
it would build a network of public 
electric vehicle charging points, 
targeting one of the hurdles for 
use of electric cars in Kenya. It is 
also in talks with the State to cut 
taxes on electric cars and equip-
ment for building charging points 
to meet the State target of having 
at least five percent of registered 
cars being non-petrol.

The utility is looking at the elec-
tricity charging points as new rev-
enue streams in its race to diver-
sify from selling power to homes 
and businesses. “We are also plan-

ning to set up charging facilities 
across the country, and will make 
use of our existing workshops to 
provide after-sale services such 
as mechanical support,” Kenya 
Power acting CEO Rosemary Odu-
or told shareholders at the firm’s 
AGM.

“As Kenya’s only electricity off-
taker, and with our goal being to 
become the energy solutions pro-
vider of choice, the opportunity 
presented by electric motorisation 
is substantive enough to be a dial-
mover for the business.”

The big worry for most people 
thinking about buying an electric 
car is how to charge the vehicles. 
Kenya Power is expected to set the 
electric car charging points along 
major highways, parking lots and 
malls with its workshops being 
hubs for after-sale services.

It joins Kenya Electricity Gen-
erating Company (KenGen) 

#ticker:KEGn, which also recently 
announced it is investing in an 
electric car charging system. Ken-
ya has joined the global push to 
promote the use of electric vehi-
cles and reduce reliance on petrol 
and diesel. Fuel products are the 
country’s biggest import item.

Analysts acknowledge the high 
price of electric cars would not 
appeal to most African consum-
ers but said scaling up production 
and favourable government policy 
could help bring prices down. “We 
are working closely with the Gov-
ernment to enact laws that will 
subsidise the cost of these vehi-
cles and the attendant infrastruc-
ture such as storage and charging 
points,” said Ms Oduor.

To help encourage the adoption 
of electric vehicles, Kenya reduced 
excise duty on the cars from 20 
percent to 10 percent. The Kenya 
Bureau of Standards (Kebs) has 

Kenya Power plans electric car charging stations in malls, highways

JOHANNESBURG 

THE MTn Group says it will imple-
ment a mandatory vaccination policy 
for staff in South Africa and other ma-
jor operating markets from January 
2022. It comes after the national In-
stitute for Communicable Diseases on 
Sunday reported 11,125 new cases, rep-
resenting a 23.8% positivity rate, and 
taking active cases to around 83,500 

– the bulk of which are in Gauteng.
The telecommunications company, 

which employs around 6,000 peo-
ple in South Africa, said that the new 
vaccine policy forms part of its legal 
obligations to provide a safe work-
place. The policy also recognises the 
right of employees to apply to be ex-
empted from the policy and/or refuse 

vaccination on certain clearly defined 
grounds, MTn said.

For those staff who are not exempt 
from vaccinations either through risk 
assessment or agreed exclusions, but 
who still refuse vaccination, MTn said 
it will not be obliged to continue that 
worker’s employment contract.

MTn Group President and Chief 

Executive Ralph Mupita, commented: 
“The science is clear. Vaccination 
against Covid-19 reduces rates of seri-
ous infections, hospitalisation, and 
death. As an employer, we have a re-
sponsibility to ensure that our work-
places are guided by the highest stand-
ards of health and safety, and that 
has informed our decision to make 

Covid-19 vaccination mandatory for 
our staff.”

Mupita said the group’s new Cov-
id-19 policy recognises that some of its 
markets don’t have adequate access 
to vaccines. He added that some low-
risk roles will be accommodated with 
full-time work-from-home or alternate 
arrangements. But this will be a small 

population within MTn’s workforce, 
he said.

Both the World Health Organisa-
tion and the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control advocate for vaccines – saying 
that they are an important measure 
to protect people. The global rollout 
of vaccinations since 2020 has clearly 
contributed to the containment and 
management of the virus in many 
countries.

MTN introduces mandatory Covid-19 vaccine policy

Kenya Power acting CEO, Rosemary Oduor. 

which was a more than 25 per-
cent increase compared to 2019. 
Last year’s figures were however 
affected by the novel coronavirus 
outbreak.

innovation 

restriction 

volumes of transactions made 
hence the deal with CRDB 
will grow the business to new 
heights. “This agreement allows 
Tanzanians to send and receive 

money from anywhere in the 
world at real time which will 
not only ease customer trans-
actions but also lower costs 
basing on economies of scale,” 

Kinyanjui said.
According to Bank of Tanza-

nia reports, Tanzanians living 
in the Diaspora remitted home 
over U$189.13 million last year 

CAIRO 

AFRICA’S smartphone market saw ship-
ments decline 2.3% quarter-on-quarter (QoQ) 
during Q3 2021, according to the latest figures 
announced by International Data Corpora-
tion (IDC).

In a statement released to the media, the 
IDC said while the region displayed signs of 
recovery in H1 2021, its newly released Quar-
terly Mobile Phone Tracker shows that com-
ponent shortages began to negatively impact 
African markets in Q3 2021, causing a decline 
in smartphone shipments.

In contrast, Africa’s feature phone mar-
ket remains buoyant, growing 14.2% QoQ Q3 
2021. With smartphone prices remaining rela-
tively high and only expected to increase over 
the coming following quarters, the affordable 
prices of feature phones make these devices 
extremely attractive, the research company 
affirmed.

Market research showed that Africa’s top 
three smartphone markets recorded mixed 
performances in Q3 2021. Egypt saw ship-

ments decline 19.5% QoQ, while nigeria was 
down 9.4% over the same period. Both of 
these markets are dominated by Chinese 
brands that had lower shipments due to com-
ponent shortages. South Africa, on the other 
hand, saw shipments increase 28.4% QoQ 
growth, with nokia performing well with its 
competitive C-series models and Samsung 
having a strong quarter in preparation for the 
festive season.

Transsion brands (Tecno, Itel, and Infinix) 
led the African smartphone market in Q3 
2021 with a unit share of 47.4%, maintaining 
stable shipments into the region. Samsung 
placed second with 21.3% share, while Xiaomi 
- which experienced a QoQ decline in ship-
ments - placed third with 6.1% share.

The IDC added that the average selling 
price (ASP) for smartphones in Q3 2021 
declined 0.7% QoQ due to new models be-
ing launched in the entry-level price bands. 
The $0<$100 price saw shipments increase 
5.9% QoQ, while shipments of devices in the 
$100<$200 and $200<$400 price bands de-
clined 14.1% and 0.7%, respectively. 4G devices 

accounted for 81.0% of smartphones shipped 
into the region in Q3 2021, followed by 3G de-
vices with 15.9% share and 5G devices with 
just 3.1% share.

“The 5G market is still below its full poten-
tial in Africa due to poor telecommunications 
infrastructure,” said George Mbuthia, a re-
search analyst at IDC. “4G will remain domi-
nant as telcos are keen on recouping the huge 
investments they made in 4G infrastructure 
that is yet to be fully utilised. The relatively 
high cost of 5G devices is another inhibitor. 
In the longer term, however, prices will start 
declining as more vendors launch affordable 
5G models.” 

Looking ahead, IDC expects smartphone 
shipments into Africa to grow 7.6% QoQ in Q4 
2021. “The market will perform better in the 
final quarter of the year as channels will look 
to secure shipment allocations to manage 
supply shortages and capitalise on the high 
demand for smartphones driven by Decem-
ber festivities and Black Friday promotions,” 
said Ramazan yavuz, a senior research man-
ager at IDC. 

An entrepreneur from Kurasini Noel Kabuje brandishing a plate number of his motorcycle won through  
Tigo’s ‘Wagiftishe-gift juu ya gift’ campaign held in Dr es Salaam on Monday. Others in the photo are Tigo 
Tanzania officials. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

slowDown 

Africa’s smartphone market dips amid component shortages

also adopted electric vehicle standards.
By 2025, McKinsey estimates there will be more than 350 new elec-

tric vehicle models. This will pose unprecedented competition to estab-
lished players like Tesla. Virtually every traditional carmaker across the 
globe is planning to launch electric vehicles. Start-ups, too, are getting 
in on the action.

In 2019, Reuters estimated that around 250 start-ups involved in the 

space had attracted over $20 bil-
lion (about Sh2 trillion) in venture 
capital. In Kenya, scaling up the 
project will see both Kenya Power 
and KenGen generate revenue 
from vehicle owners who will re-
quire to charge their vehicles but 
this is heavily dependent on the 
technology picking up locally.

The use of electric vehicles has 
been gaining momentum in West-
ern countries such as the nether-
lands, norway, Germany and the 
US as the world turns attention 
to cutting down on carbon emis-
sions.

However, the high price, insuf-
ficient charging infrastructure 
and energy-storing batteries have 
been cited as the main challenges 
for the adoption and growth of the 
electric vehicle industry in African 
countries such as Kenya. The aver-
age price of an electric car is Sh6 
million, which compares to a sec-
ond-hand SUV imported into Ken-
ya. Imported used cars from Japan 
or the Middle East have offered an 
affordable route to vehicle owner-
ship in Kenya and dominated the 
market for decades.
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business news

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

QATAR has reiterated its commit-
ment to support various humani-
tarian and development projects 
in Tanzania. speaking during the 
inauguration of the Qatar Charity 
Office in Dar es salaam on Monday, 
Qatar Charity’s CeO and Advisor,  
Jassim Al Jassim said the not for 
profit organization’s launch of a 
new office in the country is aimed 
to enhance emergency humanitar-
ian interventions.

Al Jassim said the charity has 
between 2019 and 2021 invested 
25 million riyals (over 15.8bn/-) to 
provide emergency relief and de-
velopment projects that have ben-
efited 300,000 people in economic 
empowerment, education, health, 
water, sanitation and housing.

“we are pleased to announce the 
opening of our field office in Dar 
es salaam and we believe it will 
help to take our services closer to 

the needy. we believe in the fun-
damental dignity of everyone and 
work with all people regardless of 
faith, race, gender or political be-
liefs,” he said.

Al Jassim added that his organi-
zation seeks to increase charitable 
cooperation with international 
partners and benefit from the sup-
port and funding of donors. “we 
have been in Tanzania for several 
years and with the support of the 
good people of Qatar, we have been 
able to provide emergency relief 
and development support,” he 
stated.

The Qatar Charity CeO further 
noted that his organization has 
already invested 4.5 million ri-
yals (approximately 2.8bn/-) to 
build100 housing units, schools, 
bakery, water wells and tanks that 
are benefitting some 24,000 peo-
ple this year.

in a key note address at the 
launch, Ambassador of Qatar to 

Qatar Charity comes 
to Dar targeting needy 
groups in community

Activism 

NAIROBI 

MAnufACTuRing goods record-
ed the fastest growth among Ken-
ya’s major exports in the 10 months 
to October, signalling the return 
to health for the sector, which was 
badly affected by the curfew restric-
tions and low demand during the 
peak of the Covid pandemic.

Data from the Central bank of 
Kenya (CbK) shows that these ex-
ports rose by 35 percent in the peri-
od to hit sh46.97 billion, outpacing 
on relative terms the growth in raw 
materials and horticulture exports 
which went up by 24.6 percent and 
23.8 percent to sh41.1 billion and 
sh108.8 billion respectively.

The manufacturing sector has 
recorded an improvement in both 
sales turnover and demand for 
credit, indicating that firms are 
fielding more orders and produc-
ing at a higher capacity compared 
to last year.

Their productivity was hurt last 
year on reduced demand for goods 
as consumers exercised caution in 

spending due to pandemic-fuelled 
uncertainty. The bulk of Kenya’s 
manufactured goods exports are 
made to neighbouring countries 
with uganda the biggest destination 
of Kenya’s exports.

“we have seen a strong rebound 
in some components of exports. 
with tea, volumes are high and 
prices have come down, while cof-
fee global prices are high because 
of weather problems in brazil,” said 
CbK governor Patrick njoroge last 
week. Coffee exports rose by 15.1 
percent in the period to hit sh24.1 
billion, while those of tea fell by 6.3 
percent to sh109.4 billion.

The price of tea has shown signs 
of recovery though after touching 
a five year high at last week’s sale 
at the Mombasa auction due to im-
proved demand. The rise in exports 
has, however, not helped narrow 
the balance of trade with imports 
rising at a faster pace.

The CbK said the country’s im-
port bill rose by 23.6 percent in the 
10 months, driven by increases in 
imports of oil and other intermedi-

ate goods. Consumer and capital 
goods imports also went up, reflect-
ing the realisation of pent up de-
mand as the economy continues to 
recover its footing.

Manufacturing exports rise fastest on sector’s recovery

MAPUTO 

TRiTOn Minerals (TOn) has bolstered 
the potential production capacity of its An-
cuabe graphite Project commercial pilot 
plant amid an ongoing strategic review of 
the project.

The company today said that following 
an ongoing investigation into the develop-
ment and production of the pilot plant at 
the Mozambique project, it now envisaged 
a 250,000-tonne-per-annum (tpa) plant 
capable of producing between 15,000 and 
17,000 tpa of graphite concentrate. This 
represents an increase of between 50 per 
cent and 70 per cent in potential produc-
tion for the pilot plant compared to the 
initial 10,000-tpa figure announced in late 
november.

what’s more, this increase in potential 
production comes at no extra cost for the 
company, with estimated development 
costs of between us$32 million and us$52 
million (A$45 million and A$74 million) un-
changed from the november report.

Triton said it was in discussions with 
potential offtake partners about the poten-
tial increase in production. The company 
has already signed an offtake contract for 
the initial 10,000 tpa of graphite concen-
trate with Chinese graphite giant Yichang 
Xincheng graphite Co (YXgC). Triton ex-
ecutive Director Andrew frazer said the 
company was pleased to once again report 
“rapid and positive” results for its pro-
posed pilot plant.

“These results from the refined desktop 
study on the proposed commercial pilot 
plant are overwhelmingly positive — a ma-
terial increase in expected production of 

Triton Minerals bolsters production from Mozambique graphite plant

Qatar’s ambassador to Tanzania, Hussain Ahmad Al-Homaid (C), cuts a ribbon to launch Qatar Charity Office in Dar es Salaam o Monday. Second right is the charity’s 
CEO, Jassim Al Jassin. Photo: Correspondent  MirajiMsala

CBK governor, Dr Patrick Njoroge. 

Relief 

GRowth 

ABUJA

COlD chain technology com-
pany, gricd, has collaborated with 
nigeria’s national Primary Health 
Care Development Agency (nPH-
CDA) to deliver 4.2 million doses 
of the Moderna COViD-19 vaccine 
to all 36 states of the country and 
the federal Capital Territory. 

gricd uses the internet of 
Things to enable last-mile de-
livery of temperature-sensitive 
products. 

This batch of the Moderna vac-
cines was donated by usAiD to 
the nigerian government through 
the COVAX initiative and required 
storage conditions between -15 
degrees and -25 degrees Celsius. 
using gricd’s MOTe, a data logger 
that transmits information about 
location, humidity, and tempera-
ture in real-time, the nPHCDA was 
able to track the vaccines’ storage 
conditions and other relevant in-
formation from national strategic 
Cold store in Abuja to their final 
destinations to prevent wastage 
and ensure their potency. 

 The MOTe comes with a built-
in gsM antenna to track its loca-
tion and can last up to 30 days on 
a single charge. 

it can be monitored and con-
trolled from anywhere in the 
world with a mobile phone. Alerts 
can also be sent via sMs, email, or 
push notification to relevant par-
ties to inform them and advise on 
the best next step if the tracked 

product deviates from their in-
tended route or exceeds the pre-
set temperature range. 

 nPHCDA also had access to 
gricd’s enterprise monitoring 
dashboard which enabled it to 
track all the devices in one place, 
ensuring the vaccines arrived 
where they were intended and as 
they were intended. All vaccines 
were safely delivered and no cas-
es of ineffectiveness have been 
recorded.

 Commenting on the partner-
ship, Oghenetega iortim, CeO and 
co-founder of gricd, said, “with 
36 states and a landmass of more 
than 900,000 square kilometers 
to cover, the nPHDCA had its 
work cut out to ensure that the 
vaccines got to each state in the 
best condition. 

There is still a lot of work to 
be done to protect nigeria from 
COViD-19 but we are glad to have 
been able to support the govern-
ments’ efforts to ensure that more 
nigerians have access to critical 
vaccines. 

Many African countries have 
peculiar challenges that often lim-
it access to vaccines and other life-
saving medications, and we need 
to continue to innovate around 
these challenges to secure lives 
and livelihoods.”

 The lack of reliable cold stor-
age and inefficient cold chain 
management results in high waste 
rates and poor vaccination cover-
age. 

Gricd partners with NPHCDA to deliver 
4.2 million doses of Moderna vaccines

syneRGy 

quantities of graphite 
concentrate as a pre-
cursor to a large-scale 
60,000-tpa project to be 
developed in the longer 
term. shares in Triton 
Minerals were down 
5 per cent to 3.8 cents 
each at 11:01 am AeDT. 
The company has a $51 
million market cap.

Tanzania, Hussein bin Ahmed 
Al Humaid expressed his 
gratitude for the strong bilat-
eral relations between the two 
countries adding that the gulf 
island nation will continue 
supporting Tanzania’s devel-
opment vision. “we have had 
good bilateral relations with 

Tanzania and we shall contin-
ue working together in various 
sustainable development pro-
jects,” Ambassador Al Humaid 
pledged. 

in a vote of thanks, former 
Dar es salaam special Zone 
Commander, suleiman Kova 
who is also the founder of 

suleiman Kova security and 
Disaster Management foun-
dation (sukos-DMf), thanked 
Qatar Charity for its unwaver-
ing support to the needy in 
Tanzania.

“i take this opportunity to 
thank the people of Qatar for 
the humanitarian support they 

50 to 70 per cent, to 15,000 to 17,000 tpa 
of graphite concentrate for no additional 
capital expenditure than previously envis-
aged,” Mr frazer said. 

“we are already speaking to potential 
offtake partners for this additional po-
tential production, in addition to the sig-
nificant 10,000 tpa binding offtake agree-
ment executed with YXgC.” He added that 
the company was aiming to complete its 
strategic review and desktop study of the 

Mozambique project in early 2022. if all 
goes according to plan, this should “posi-
tively impact” discussions with potential 
debt providers for the financing of the pilot 
plant. 

from here, Triton will finalise a defini-
tive feasibility study (Dfs) for the plant, 
with a final investment decision slated for 
the second quarter of 2022.

The pilot plant at the Ancuabe project is 
designed to produce commercially viable 

Triton Executive Director, Andrew Frazer. 

provide to Tanzanians. i believe this new office 
will help bring humanitarian services closer to 
the people,” he said.

Qatar Charity is a leading gulf-origin nongov-
ernmental organization dedicated to carrying 
out humanitarian and development programs 
to fight global poverty by working in partner-
ship with vulnerable communities regardless of 
faith, race, gender or political beliefs. 

We have seen a 
strong rebound in 
some components 
of exports. With tea, 
volumes are high and 
prices have come 
down, while coffee 
global prices are high 
because of weather 
problems in Brazil
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Business news

The ugly, expensive plan to bring green power to China’s megacities
BEIJING 

To turn wind and sunlight into power, first you need land. Lots of land, 
ideally unpopulated, where you can install hundreds of wind turbines and 
thousands of solar panels. Bringing all that green power to densely populated 
commercial centers requires something else: Thousands of kilometers of ul-
tra-high voltage power lines, audibly buzzing with electricity.

China, the world’s biggest greenhouse gas emitter, can’t meet its environ-
mental goals without connecting its abundant sources of renewable energy 
with its coastal megacities. By 2030, it plans to have enough solar and wind 
capacity to generate 1 200 gigawatts — equivalent to all of the us’s power 
needs. To hook that up to the grid, it’s investing in a national network of pow-
er lines that by one estimate will take 30 years and cost $300 billion, com-
pared with the recent 10-year, $65 billion allocation to grid infrastructure by 
the us Congress.

The growing number of lines crisscrossing the country from one massive 
pylon to the next are expensive, noisy and, to many, a blight on the landscape. 
But most countries share China’s predicament. The best places to harvest 
wind and solar power are far away from the people who need them. As of 
now, ultra-high voltage lines are the only solution, and most economies are 
woefully behind. Brazil is the only other country to have fully functioning 
uHV lines, with two, and a Chinese firm built them both. China has 30.

“if you want cheap, secure and clean power, i don’t know how you get there 
without uHV power lines,” said Michael skelly, a senior advisor at Lazard Ltd. 
in Houston and a founder of Grid united LLC, a us energy infrastructure firm.

The problem is distance and storage. Coal mining also usually takes place 
far from urban centers, but coal and other fossil fuels can be shipped to pow-
er stations closer to cities. The power itself only travels a short distance. That 
doesn’t work with renewables. wind and sunshine can’t be loaded onto trucks 
for delivery elsewhere.

Transmitting those electrons over thousands of kilometers requires direct 
current lines, the bigger the better. The higher the voltage, the less power is 
lost incrementally along the way. The uHV lines that run from Qinghai, Xinji-
ang and Yunnan to Beijing, Chongqing and Jiangsu carry the equivalent of 10 
power plants’ worth of electricity. That’s why they have to be strung so high 
off the ground. it’s also why they’re noisy: the electric field breaks apart air 
molecules, which makes that perpetual zzzzz sound.

in october, President Xi Jinping announced a collection of solar and wind 
projects, the first phase of which will add about 100 gigawatts of power, or 
enough to run Mexico. of the six interior regions that have been tapped to 
house a new crop of wind and solar farms, Qinghai has critical advantages. it’s 
windy, bright and sparsely populated. it’s also the origin of the Yellow River.

on a late september day, Yang Xueli stood overlooking the Longyangxia 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

SUNDAY 5 Dec

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05      Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10 Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:00      Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05 Al Jazeera
MONDAY 6 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera  
12:30       Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show rp
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55         Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10 Soap: Love to Death
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15       DWTV: Kesho leo
18:45    Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Kipindi Maalum: Bundesliga na DW
22:15       Soap: Love to Death
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 7 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:25  Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Ripoti Maalum rpt: 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55         Habari za saa
14:00 Soap: Love to Death
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00       Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: TPRI
21:45      Chetu ni chetu
22:20 Soap: Love to Death
23:00 Habari 
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 8 Dec 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00        Al Jazeera
12:30        Jarida la wanawake
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55         Habari za saa
14:00 Soap: Love to Death
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru rpt
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Soap: Rebeca rpt
18:45      Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo
19:00      Ijue Sheria 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00       Aibu Yako
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10  Soap: Love to Death
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 9 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 

6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al Jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
10:00 Bongo Movie: Kona rpt
12:15      Shamba lulu rpt
12:45 Ijue sheria rpt
13:15    Kipindi Maalum: TPRI rpt
13:45       Soap: Love to Death
14:30       Bongo Movie: Mama Ntilie
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 Usafiri wako
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 

  
FRIDAY 10 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       Usafiri wako rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00      Jagina rpt
13:30      Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni Chetu rpt
14:15 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Korean: Jumong
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 11 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50      Korean: Jumong
13:30      Soap: Love to Death rpt

15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15      Igizo: Rebeca
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00     Igizo: Rebeca
21:30 Art and lifestyle 
22:00 ITV TOP 10
22:45     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
01:15     DWTV 

SUNDAY 12 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10 Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05 Al jazeera

  CAPITAL 
Sun 05 Dec

08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00  Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 06 Dec
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt

17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  07 Dec
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Our Earth
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 08 Dec 
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  09 Dec
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00  Our Earth rpt
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  10  Dec
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa

BEIJING 
Fiscal and monetary policies were operating in ‘uncharted 

territory’ since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and may be 
contributing to a sharp rise in global inequality and poverty.

world Bank President David Malpass on Monday said fis-
cal and monetary policies were operating in “uncharted ter-
ritory” since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and may be 
contributing to a sharp rise in global inequality and poverty.

Malpass told a roundtable hosted by Chinese Premier Li Ke-
qiang the number of people in extreme poverty had increased 
by over 100 million since the beginning of the pandemic even 
as global spending has increased to an all-time record.

Advanced economies have rebounded, while the poorest 
countries had seen only a weak rebound, or none at all, he 
said. This was causing “tragic reversals” in median incomes, 
women’s empowerment and nutrition, he said, and inflation, 
supply chain bottlenecks, and high energy prices were aggra-
vating these trends. 

“Part of the inequality problem is global finance itself and 
the unequal structure of the stimulus,” Malpass said, noting 
that prevailing sovereign debt, fiscal and monetary policies 
were adding to inequality.

Malpass said monetary policy in the advanced economies 
had long focused on reserve requirement ratios and limited 
growth in bank reserves to achieve stability in currencies and 
prices, an approach still used by China.

other major central banks had switched to a “post-mon-
etarism system” of using very large amounts of excess bank 
reserves to purchase and hold long-duration bonds and other 
assets, which he said provided price support for a highly se-
lect group of assets.

That approach, he said, excluded small businesses and de-
veloping countries, while restraining policy through regula-
tion of liquidity and bank capitalization ratios. Fiscal policy 
was also channelling resources to narrow groups within ma-
jor borrowers, while leaving others behind, and sovereign 
debt policies were contributing to inequality.

Malpass repeated his call for greater transparency in debt 
contracts and a freeze in debt payments for countries with 
unsustainable debt. He said creditors should move away from 
collateral and escrow arrangements.

“As one of the largest creditors of developing countries, Chi-
na’s active participation and strong voice in debt reduction ef-
forts are very much needed and would benefit all participants 
by encouraging sustainable investment and debt,” he said.

Global finance system 
partly to blame for 
inequality – World 
Bank’s Malpass

Frustrating 

A cluster of high voltage power line towers near a solar farm in Gonghe, China. 

ConCern 

dam, a hydroelectric power station with an integral 
role to play in China’s grid. There wasn’t a cloud in 
the sky — Qinghai is one of China’s sunniest prov-
inces — and the water looked green in the midday 
light. Fields of solar panels aren’t far, making this 
home to the world’s biggest combined solar and hy-
droelectric facility. “water and light complement 
each other,” said Yang, the deputy chief of the hy-
dro station. “when light is intermittent, we adjust 

with hydropower.”
even in dry, sunny places like Qinghai, the weath-

er can be unpredictable, and the energy generated 
by sunlight, like wind, varies depending on the con-
ditions. 

Power from the dam is reliable, ensuring the 
uHV line can carry a full load of electricity. As tech-
nology evolves, Yang said, energy from renewables 
will supplant the need for coal.

The facility spans about 600 square-kilometers, 
roughly the size of singapore. when it’s all up and 
running, it will generate some 18.7 gigawatts of 
electricity, equivalent to all of israel’s power needs 
or twice new Zealand’s. it’s more than enough for 
the 6 million residents of Qinghai, which earlier 
this year became China’s first province to run on 
renewable power for a full month.
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WORLD

 WELLINGTON

In the world’s oldest nation Ja-
pan, less than one person a day 
is dying from COVID-19.

The six confirmed deaths in 
Japan over the past week is the 
lowest it’s been in the country 
since July 2020, before the sec-
ond wave of pandemic fatalities. 

That slump parallels the col-
lapse in reported cases, which 
are down from more than 
25,000 a day in August to fewer 
than 200 a day every day for the 
past three weeks.

It’s unclear exactly why the 
wave of cases and deaths Japan 
faced in late summer and early 

fall has receded so dramati-
cally. A comprehensive vaccina-
tion campaign is at least partly 
responsible for the drop, with 
more than 77 percent of the na-
tion’s 126 million residents fully 
inoculated as of Monday. 

The vaccination rate among 
the vulnerable elderly is even 
higher, with 92 percent of those 
65 years and older having re-
ceived two shots. 

Australia
Australia’s new South Wales 

state said genome sequencing 

has confirmed an additional six 
Omicron cases contracted from 
an outbreak in Sydney’s western 
suburbs, bringing the number 
of locally acquired infections to 
20. Including international arriv-
als, the state has found 31 cases 
of the variant, none of whom 
have been admitted to hospital, 
health officials said in a state-
ment Tuesday.

The source of the Western 
Sydney outbreak is believed 
to be a returning traveler who 
spent time in nigeria and ar-
rived on a flight from Doha on 

nov 23, the statement said.

Brunei
Brunei began the administra-

tion of second dose of COVID-19 
vaccine for adolescents aged 12 
to 17 on Monday.

According to Minister of 
Health Haji Mohd Isham, the 
youngsters should have no 
quarantine orders or self-iso-
lation notices. If they recently 
recovered from COVID-19, they 
should wait no less than four 
weeks after recovery. 

Brunei has said COVID-19 

vaccines from Pfizer BionTech, 
Moderna, AstraZeneca, China’s 
Sinopharm, and Johnson and 
Johnson would be administered 
in the country.

The country reported 16 new 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 on 
Monday, bringing the total tally 
to 15,202 with 100 deaths.

India
India reported 6,822 new in-

fections Tuesday, the lowest dai-
ly tally in more than 18 months, 
as the outbreak eases across the 
South Asian nation. Total infec-

tions have now crossed 34.6 mil-
lion and COVID-related deaths 
exceed 473,700, data from the 
health ministry show.

Even though new cases are 
on the wane, the world’s second-
worst-hit nation has detected 
almost two dozen cases of Omi-
cron, and health authorities are 
monitoring if the new variant 
triggers another spike in infec-
tions.

Lebanon
Lebanon’s General Director-

ate of Aviation on Monday an-

nounced new travel rules for 
arrivals in Lebanon to curb the 
spread of COVID-19, the national 
news Agency reported.

The directorate said that from 
Dec 15, passengers coming to 
Lebanon must register on a plat-
form of the Ministry of Public 
Health, take a PCR test at a certi-
fied lab in the country of depar-
ture and upload the test result 
on the platform.

It added that all passengers 
arriving in Lebanon except for 
children and the United nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon mem-
bers must take a PCR test upon 
arrival in Beirut Rafic Hariri In-
ternational Airport.

Less than 1 COVID death a day in Japan as new cases plummet

DEMOCRACy is the right of the 
people of all countries, not the patent 
of several countries, said a newly re-
leased report that targets the declara-
tion of some countries claiming their 
own monopoly on the definition or 
model of “democracy”.

In recent years, the United States, 
the world’s only superpower and an 
early implementer of modern democ-
racy, has witnessed a gradual meta-
morphosis of its democracy, according 
to a research report issued on Monday 
by the Chongyang Institute for Finan-
cial Studies of Renmin University of 
China, a Chinese think tank.

The 23,000-word report, available 
in five languages－Chinese, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish－is pub-
lished at a time when US President Joe 
Biden is scheduled to host a “Summit 
for Democracy” on Thursday and Fri-
day.

“Domestically, it has become a tool 
for a few people to seek personal gains, 
violating human rights, and tearing so-
ciety apart. Internationally, it has be-
come a front and excuse for the United 
States to maintain hegemony, interfere 
in the internal affairs of other coun-

tries, and undermine the international 
order,” the report said.

Based on US literature and articles, 
the document raised 10 questions 
related to the country’s democracy, 
including whether democracy in the 
US is for the majority or the minority, 
whether it ensures checks and balanc-

es of power or leads to abuse of power, 
and whether it improves people’s well-
being or increases their suffering.

The report also pointed out that US-
style democracy has brought “disaster 
and turmoil to other countries” and 
has undermined international order.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao 

Lijian reiterated on Monday that de-
mocracy is the common value of all 
mankind and the right of all peoples.

At a regular news briefing in Beijing, 
Zhao said the political system of each 
country should be decided by its peo-
ple, and the US has no right to monop-
olize democratic standards to impose 
its own political system on others and 
to instigate division and confrontation 
under the guise of “democracy”.

The think tank said it hopes the re-
port will help the world “fully under-
stand democracy and promote shared 
values for all humankind”.

John Ross, former director of eco-
nomic and business policy for the may-
or of London, said China’s framework 
and delivery on human rights and de-
mocracy is “far superior to the West’s”, 
as China focuses on real improvement 
of the real conditions of humanity.

“What is important for real human 
beings, and what best demonstrates 
whether ‘rule by the people’ exists, is 
the outcome in the conditions of life 
for real human beings,” he said. “That 
is what has been demonstrated by Chi-
na’s history and real social and politi-
cal development.”  Xinhua

Think tank’s report questions essence of US-style democracy

CAPE TOWN

 THE top agricultural official 
of South Africa’s Western Cape 
Province, the main producing 
area of South African brandy, 
said the province is looking for-
ward to new markets in China 
for its “world-class” brandy.

China has a large population, 
and many Chinese people like 
strong alcohol, including bran-
dy, Provincial Minister of Agri-
culture Ivan Meyer, who is also 
Leader of Government Busi-
ness in the Western Cape, told 
Xinhua on the sidelines of the 
awarding ceremony of a brandy 
competition in Cape Town, the 
legislative capital of South Af-
rica.

He said the Western Cape has 
established a relationship with 
the Chinese counterpart at the 
provincial level as well as the 
export relationship with China 
that has a long history.

“We are ready to enter into 
the market of China,” said the 

official.
Meyer also said the province, 

which accounts for 53 percent 
of South Africa’s agriculture 
exports, has already exported 
table grapes, citrus fruits and 
other agricultural products to 
China, and China has a “very 
critical” role in the agricultural 
aspect in Western Cape’s eco-
nomic recovery following the 
impact of COVID-19.

The competition, namely 
Brandy Innovation Challenge, 
called on brandy blending en-
thusiasts to create their own 
innovative brand and business 
plan in supporting economic 
recovery. The top three entrants 
received prize money at the cer-
emony and will be mentored 
by brandy industry stalwarts to 
launch their own brandy busi-
ness.

The ceremony is held by the 
South African Brandy Founda-
tion in partnership with West-
ern Cape Premier Alan Winde 
and took place at his official resi-

dence.
South African brandy is ac-

knowledged to be one of the 

world’s finest. It won 15 times the 
title of Worldwide Best Brandy 
at the International Wine and 

Spirits Competition in the past 
20 years, according to the foun-
dation.   Xinhua

South African official eyes on Chinese market for brandy export
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WHO: Malaria deaths 
rise by 69,000 in 
2020 over COVID-19
DAKAR 

HEALTHCARE disruptions linked to the 
coronavirus pandemic helped malaria kill 
69,000 more people in 2020 than the pre-
vious year, but a worst-case scenario was 
averted, the World Health Organization 
said on Monday.

In total over 627,000 people globally - 
most of them babies in the poorest parts 
of Africa - were killed by malaria last year 
compared with 558,000 in 2019, the WHO 
said in its annual malaria report.

The number eclipses the 224,000 people 
reported to have died from the coronavirus 
in Africa since the start of the pandemic. 

About two thirds of the additional malar-
ia deaths in 2020 were due to coronavirus 
restrictions disrupting prevention, diagno-
sis and treatment of malaria, the WHO said.

But efforts to maintain health services 
despite the challenges meant Sub-Saharan 
Africa did not see the doubling of malaria 
deaths in 2020 that the WHO had warned 
was a possibility.

Instead, the number of deaths in the re-
gion rose 12 percent compared with 2019, 
according to WHO data.

“Thanks to urgent and strenuous efforts 
we can claim that the world has succeeded 
in averting the worst-case scenario of ma-
laria deaths,” said Pedro Alonso, director 

of the WHO’s global malaria 
program.

Experts hope the fight against 
malaria might gain considera-
ble ground following the WHO’s 
recommendation in October 
that RTS,S - or Mosquirix - a vac-
cine developed by British drug-
maker GlaxoSmithKline should 
be widely given to children in 
Africa.

“With increased funding, ac-
cess to life-saving tools, and 
robust innovation in new tools 

to stay ahead of the evolving 
mosquito and parasite, we can 
accelerate transformative ac-
tion and end malaria within a 
generation,” said Abdourah-
mane Diallo, chief executive of 
the RBM Partnership to End Ma-
laria advocacy group.

“We are now at a critical junc-
ture, and I urge global leaders 
for renewed commitment and 
investment,” he said in a state-
ment.

  Agencies

A child gets a malaria vaccination at Yala Sub-County hospital, in Yala, Kenya 
on Oct 7, 2021. AFP

KHARTOUM

AT least 48 people were killed in a tribal conflict in Su-
dan’s West Darfur state, the Central Committee of Suda-
nese Doctors, a non-governmental organization, said in a 
statement on Monday.

“Initial reports indicated that there have been 48 
deaths from live ammunition and a large number of in-
juries, some critical, as a result of the bloody conflict in 
Kirainik area in West Darfur state,” read the statement.

In a separate report, the General Coordination for Ref-
ugees and Displaced People in Darfur, also a non-govern-
mental organization, confirmed dozens of people were 
killed or wounded as a result of an attack by armed men 
on Kirainik area in West Darfur state. 

“Violence erupted in the area after armed militias 
killed and wounded a number of internally displaced 
people, and burned the IDP camp and the market of Ki-
rainik area in West Darfur state,” it noted.

Sudanese authorities have not released details on the 
number of people who were killed or injured in those 
events.

Meanwhile, Governor of Darfur Region Arko Minni 
Minnawi said work was underway to put in place deci-
sive measures to prevent tribal mobilization and divi-
sion, which would result in the burning of villages and 
escalation of conflict.

Sudan’s Transitional Sovereign Council, in the mean-
time, held a regular meeting at the Republican Palace 
in Khartoum on Monday and reviewed the unfortunate 
events in Darfur and Kordofan states which resulted in 
victims and destruction of properties.

“The council expressed regret over the occurrence of 
such events which led to bloodshed and loss of prop-
erty,” Salma Abdul-Jabbar Al-Mubarak, the council’s 
spokesperson, said in a statement.

The council further stressed the need to confront the 
groups which seek to create a state of instability and 
spark panic among the citizens, according to the spokes-
person.

The council instructed for ensuring more control over 
the situation in those areas in order to impose the rule 
of law, limit the flow of arms from crisis-hit neighboring 
countries, and stop illegal trade.

Sudan’s Darfur region has been witnessing a civil war 
since 2003 during the rule of former President Omar al-
Bashir, who was ousted from power in April 2019.

The transitional government in Sudan sought to end 
the armed conflict in the Darfur region through an agree-
ment reached on Oct. 3, 2020, but some armed groups 
have not yet signed the agreement.

For years, efforts failed to end the tribal conflicts, 
which have become a nagging concern for the local pop-
ulation and the authorities of the troubled region.

Many factors have contributed to the growing violence 
in Darfur including security disturbances and the tribes’ 
access to weapons, while many parts of the region have 
no effective governance.

NGO: At least 48 people killed 
in tribal conflict in Sudan

Russia, ASEAN want to adopt updated plan 
on combating terrorism in 2022, envoy says

BANGKOK

RUSSIA and the Association of Southeast Asian na-
tions (ASEAn) intend to adopt an updated strategy 
on fighting terrorism next year, Russian Permanent 
Representative to ASEAn Alexander Ivanov told re-
porters.

“We are working together with the association to 
update a work plan to counter transnational crime 
and combat terrorism,” he said, adding: “We hope to 
adopt it next year.” Ivanov also pointed to the launch 
of consultations on security issues involving high-
level experts from ASEAn nations and Russia. The first 
round of consultations took place this year, he speci-
fied.

“The Russian Interior Ministry and the Federal Secu-
rity Service arrange training courses for ASEAn special-
ists every fall,” the envoy noted. 

“This year, they particularly concerned the joint fight 
against drug trafficking, on which the leaders of Russia 
and ASEAn adopted a statement on October 28,” Ivanov 
said.

“Cooperation got underway following the launch of 
Russia’s initiative on consultations and dialogue be-
tween experts from Russia and ASEAn countries on the 
safe use of information and communication technolo-
gies,” he pointed out. “We have already held the first 
round of this dialogue,” Ivanov added.

“Our cooperation has been progressing at quite a rap-
id pace and for a reason, because ASEAn nations view 
Russia as a constructive partner who has no dual agen-
da or double standards, unlike what they see in their 
relations with Western countries,” the envoy stressed. 

“Cooperation with the ten-member states is under-
way in many fields, from politics, security, economy, 
trade, and agriculture to humanitarian contacts,” he 
said.     Agencies

File photo shows the White House and a stop sign in Washington DC, the United States. 
Xinhua

A bartender serves drink during the awarding ceremony of a brandy competition, namely Brandy Innovation 
Challenge, in Cape Town, South Africa, on Monday. The top agricultural official of South Africa’s Western Cape 
Province, the main producing area of South African brandy, said the province is looking forward to new mar-
kets in China for its “world-class” brandy. Xinhua
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By Shao Yuzi

The war epic film “The Battle at 
Lake Changjin,” which maintains 
a top spot in the Chinese mainland 
box office in 2021, has impressed 
moviegoers with its amazing special 
effects.

Zhangjiakou Saishang Culture 
Media Co. Ltd. based in Zhangji-
akou, north China’s hebei province, 
produced quite a lot of the special 
effects. “We completed 800 post-
production special effects in the 
movie,” said Wang Xiqing, head of 
the company.

Wang was among the first batch 
of students graduating from the 
Zhangjiakou Vocational and Techni-
cal education Center with a degree 
in animation (post-production). 

The 50 team members who took 
part in post-production of “The Bat-
tle at Lake Changjin” are all gradu-
ates from the school, having a shared 
identity as “animation experts in 
Zhangjiakou.”

Since the Zhangjiakou Vocational 
and Technical education Center 
launched the major of animation 
in 2001, it has cultivated over 3,000 
high-quality talents specializing in 
cartoon, games, design and post-
production of movies for more than 
100 domestic enterprises, building a 
distinctive labor service brand in the 
locality.

The secret for the success of the 
labor service brand lies in the strat-
egy which focuses on cooperation 
between school and enterprises and 
integration between industry and 
education, according to Wang Zhi-
dong, vice principal of the Zhangji-
akou Vocational and Technical edu-
cation Center.

“The courses are solidly designed 
and the teaching content perfectly 
meets the requirements of the in-
dustry that I want to be in after I 
graduate,” said 21-year-old Jia Yut-
ing, a student of game arts. After two 
years of learning of the professional 

School-enterprise cooperation enriches curriculum, boosts employment

ADDIS ABABA

RWAndA’S recent development 
success showcases the need for 
African countries to craft country-
specific models of governance 
structure, an ethiopian scholar has 
said.

Costantinos Bt. Costantinos, a 
professor of public policy at the 
Addis Ababa University in ethiopia, 
told Xinhua in a recent interview 
that African countries should ana-
lyze their overall situation before 
rolling out an administrative and 
governance model that can best 
suit their comprehensive trajec-
tory.

 “In Africa, we have to have our 
own (governance) models and this 
needs a situation analysis, address-
ing issues such as where is any 
given country in Africa? What is its 
trajectory for development? What 
is its colonial and post-colonial 
history? What do the people really 
want?” 

Costantinos said. The scholar, 
who served as an economic advisor 
to the African Union Commission 
and the United nations economic 
Commission for Africa, singled out 
Rwanda as a positive example in 
crafting a country-specific system 
that drives the country’s socioeco-
nomic development. 

“Rwanda has been one of the 
most tormented countries in his-
tory. Several genocides in history, 
in which the 1994 genocide com-
pletely changed Rwanda,” Costan-

tinos said.
According to the scholar, the rul-

ing Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
party, under the leadership of the 
country’s President Paul Kagame, 
was able to heal the country after 
it carefully analyzed the country’s 
overall situation after the 1994 
Rwandan genocide against Tutsi. 

“The RPF, under President 
Kagame, was there to heal Rwanda 
from the genocide; and there after 
the main purpose of the govern-
ment was to be able to reestablish 
the country as a peaceful country 
and as an economically developing 

country,” said Costantinos.  
he argued that Rwandan author-

ities, by eliminating ethnicity and 
galvanizing the people to work in 
tandem with the government to-
ward creating a united country, 
were able to bring the previously 
highly-divided nation into a devel-
opment path with a unity of pur-
pose among its populace.

The progressive nature of Rwan-
da’s leaders in terms of economic 
development has been effective 
in terms of transforming Rwanda 
into becoming the center of Afri-
ca’s recent development trajecto-

ry, the scholar emphasized.  What 
Rwanda has done “is to focus on 
development entirely and also to 
look into a very strong Rwanda 
that can protect itself from a myri-
ad of conflicts that we have around 
the region,” Costantinos said. 

According to the scholar, for Af-
rican countries to replicate the re-
cent success of Rwanda, they need 
to set their core national priorities 
going forward in the form of en-
suring health security, education 
and protection of citizens, among 
others. 

he suggested that African coun-

tries should emulate Rwanda’s 
success in terms of creating an in-
telligent state, which is able to ef-
fectively engage its society as the 
mainstay for development.

Rwanda “has created an intel-
ligent state, in a sense a state that 
responds to people’s needs; a state 
that responds to investors’ needs; 
a state that looks into the 21st cen-
tury in terms of ICT, general tele-
communications development, ar-
tificial intelligence to some degree 
and the training of young people,” 
he argued. 

The scholar, however, stressed 
that African countries should sta-
bilize their socioeconomic and 
political systems as well as build 
strong institutions before rush-
ing into fulfilling calls in urgently 
practicing democracy.  

“The West demands that we 
have elections as soon as any 
change comes. So, we are really 
parachuting democracy into the 
population,” he said. Costantinos 
believed that Rwanda’s success 
in this regard was effectively go-
ing through a political and cul-
tural process of development with 
strong trust between the people 
and its leaders, ultimately facilitat-
ing gradual transformation of the 
country toward inclusive develop-
ment. 

“Creating this kind of society, an 
economic society, would result in 
the development of more plural 
democracy,” he said. 

              Xinhua

African countries should emulate Rwanda’s recent development 
success by crafting country-specific governance system

Kremlin slams potential US 
sanctions against Putin’s 
inner circle as media hysteria

WORLd neWS

JERUSALEM 

An Israeli state planning commit-
tee on Monday delayed granting fur-
ther approval of a major settlement 
project in east Jerusalem that has 
drawn US and Palestinian concern.

The proposal that envisages 
building up to 9,000 homes for 
Jewish settlers, a move that would 
cement more occupied West Bank 
lands within Israel’s municipal 
boundaries for Jerusalem, received 
preliminary approval last month. 

A Jerusalem district planning 

and building committee has now 
decided against moving forward, 
citing the need for an environmen-
tal study, according to a statement 
from Israel’s Planning Administra-
tion. no timeline for further discus-
sion was given.

Critics contend that the proposed 
construction between east Jerusa-
lem and the Palestinian city of Ra-
mallah in the West Bank would fur-
ther dim any Palestinian hopes for a 
future state.

“We hope the government takes 
advantage of the time to reexam-

ine the damage the plan has on the 
chance for peace, the development 
of Jerusalem, and Israel’s relations 
with the United States,” said Israel’s 
Peace now organization, which 
monitors and opposes Jewish settle-
ment on occupied land.

The site once housed an airport 
and is known to Israelis as Atarot. 
The Palestinian Foreign Ministry 
condemned the settlement plan as 
a bid to finalize “the separation of 
Jerusalem from our outlying Pales-
tinian area”.

The Jerusalem municipal com-

mittee approved the project on nov 
24, drawing Israeli media specula-
tion that Prime Minister naftali Ben-
nett (pictured) could move slowly 
towards final approval to avoid fric-
tion with Washington over settle-
ment issues.

Israel captured the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem in the 1967 Middle 
east war. Palestinians seek a state in 
the West Bank and Gaza, with east 
Jerusalem as its capital.

Most world powers deem Israeli 
settlements in occupied territory as 
illegal. Israel, citing historical, bibli-

cal and political links to the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem, disputes 
this. On Sunday, the Atarot project 
was discussed in a call between 
Bennett and US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, an Israeli state-
ment said, without giving details.

A State department spokesper-
son said Blinken urged Israel and 
the Palestinians to refrain from any 
unilateral steps and noted that “ad-
vancing settlement activity” could 
undercut any efforts to negotiate a 
two-state solution to their conflict.

                 Agencies

In May 2018, Rwanda signed a £30m shirt sponsorship deal with Arsenal F.C to promote Rwandan tourism.

Israel delays major settlement plan for East Jerusalem

knowledge, Jia has become well-versed in games design.
nowadays, animation has become a popular major 

among the students because what the school teaches is 
job-oriented. however, at the beginning, animation was 
not as popular as it is now due to difficulties such as a 
lack of teachers and an incomplete curriculum system.

“We take the demands of the enterprises as education-
al standards,” said Wang Zhidong, who added that by 
carrying out investigations and surveys multiple times, 
they found that the key to break the bottleneck was to 
conduct in-depth exchanges with enterprises, knowing 
about their needs, and establishing a cooperation mech-
anism with them.

Before the first animation class opened in 2001, 
the school sent some backbone teachers to Beijing to 
take part in a training program that lasted nearly three 
months. It also cooperated with enterprises by inviting 
best technicians from the latter to give lectures to the stu-
dents and work with the school’s teachers on curriculum 
development.

The cooperation yielded results quickly. To better 
meet the demand of the market, the school expanded 
the animation major from covering only the subject of 
animation to covering six subjects including game de-
sign and production, and post-production of movies, 
establishing a complete set of curriculum system for 
each subject.

“The animation market is constantly changing, and 
the enterprises are also upgrading technologies they 
adopt,” said Wang Zhidong, explaining the reason why 
the school chose to cooperate with enterprises in tal-
ent cultivation. “In the first two academic years, the stu-
dents will be taught drawing and sketching, as well as 
other basic courses, by their teachers, and in the third 
academic year they will study core courses while taking 
part in projects launched by the enterprises. 

The school will also invite the enterprises to take part 
in its teaching program, with the latter sending some of 
their best technicians to come to the school and help the 

students access knowledge from the 
latest trends of the industry,” Wang 
Zhidong introduced.

To improve the efficiency of the 
market-oriented education program, 
the school built full-size workshops 
of the enterprises on campus and 
the two sides jointly established a 
practice base for the program of the 
integration of industry and educa-
tion that covers 860 square meters.

“At the base, the students can 
know what the experience will be 
like to work as an employee and take 
part in projects operated by the en-
terprises,” said Wang Zhidong. 

So far, the students and their teach-
ers have taken part in and completed 
more than 300 projects operated by 
the enterprises. Moreover, they’ve 
also contributed their efforts in the 
post-production of 140 animated car-
toons, including the well-known Chi-
nese cartoons “The Monkey King” 
and “Pleasant Goat and Big Big Wolf,” 
and more than 60 hit movies includ-
ing “Transformers 3” and “Wolf War-
rior II.”

“We kept the passageway through 
which the students moving from 
finding internship positions to get-
ting employed unimpeded, enabling 
them to get a full-time job offer from 
their internship,” said Wang Zhidong.

Wang also disclosed that each sub-
ject under the animation major has 
a designated teacher in charge of 
dealing with matters associated with 
internship, who will first learn about 
the needs of the enterprises and the 
market and then work out a list of 
companies that can provide suitable 
job openings. Under the concerted 
efforts of the school, the enterprises, 
and all other relevant parties, the 
school has established close partner-
ships with more than 40 top-notch 
companies in Beijing, Shanghai and 
other places in the country, provid-
ing a wider range of choices for the 
students to find the most suitable 
jobs.

  People’s Daily

TOKYO

TOKYO expects to continue a constructive 
dialogue with Moscow on joint economic ac-
tivities on the southern Kuril Islands, Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yoshimasa hayashi said at a 
press conference yesterday. 

“We expect to continue constructive consul-
tations with Russia on the matter,” he pointed 
out. At the same time, hayashi stressed that 
Russia’s plans to establish a custom-free zone 
on the islands and “active calls on Japanese 
companies and companies from third coun-
tries to take part in the economic develop-
ment” of those territories ran counter to the 
Japanese government’s position on “the four 
northern islands” (which is what the southern 
Kuril islands are called in Japan). 

“In particular, [they run counter] to the 
agreements that the two countries’ leaders 
reached on the joint economic activities on 
the four northern islands,” the Japanese top 
diplomat said, adding that Tokyo had repeat-
edly conveyed its position to Moscow.

earlier, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
handed down instructions to prepare amend-
ments on a package of benefits and incentives 

for businesses active on the Kuril Islands, in-
cluding exemption from profit, property, land, 
and transport taxes. The amendments are 
planned to be adopted by August 1, 2022.

For decades, Moscow and Tokyo have been 
holding consultations in order to clinch a 
peace treaty as a follow-up to World War II. 
The southern Kuril Islands issue remains the 
key sticking point. In 1945, the whole archi-
pelago was handed over to the Soviet Union. 
Tokyo laid claims to Iturup, Kunashir, Shikotan 
and a group of uninhabited islands. The Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry has repeatedly stated 
that Moscow’s sovereignty over the islands is 
enshrined in international law and cannot be 
called into question.

After Putin’s visit to Japan in december 2016 
and his meetings with then Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, a joint statement was 
adopted saying that the launch of consulta-
tions on joint economic activities on the south-
ern Kuril Islands might be an important step 
towards concluding a peace treaty. The two 
countries continue consultations on joint eco-
nomic activities on five tracks, including aqua-
culture, greenhouse farming, tourism, wind 
energy and waste management. Agencies

Japan stands for dialogue with Russia on joint 
activities on Kuril Islands, says top diplomat

Students majoring in animation listen to their teacher during 
a class at the Zhangjiakou Vocational and Technical Education 
Center.  File photo

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi

MOSCOW

The Kremlin considers reports 
about potential sanctions against 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
inner circle and other restrictions 
over the situation in Ukraine to be 
a media hysteria, Kremlin Spokes-
man dmitry Peskov said Monday.

“This is not news, but rather a 
continuation of the media hysteria 
that we have witnessed recently,” 
the spokesman said, answering 
a question about whether the 
publication may negatively affect 
the upcoming december 7 talks 
between the presidents of Russia 
and the US.

earlier on Monday, Cnn re-
ported that the potential new US 
sanctions may affect the Russian 
president’s close associates and 
also include the disconnection 
of Russia from the SWIFT system 
(the international payment and 
data transfer system).

The Putin-Biden online summit 
is planned for december 7. The 
Russian leader will contact his US 
counterpart from Sochi. Previous-
ly, Peskov told journalists that the 
two leaders will discuss tensions 
around Ukraine, nATO’s advance 
towards the Russian border and 
Putin’s initiative on the guarantees 
of security.

Recently, claims of a potential 
Russian ‘invasion’ of Ukraine have 
become increasingly frequent 
in the West and in Ukraine. Rus-
sia calls such claims empty and 
groundless.            Agencies
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SPANIARD tactician, Pablo Franco 
Martin, now coaching Simba SC, fielded 
Tanzanian midfielder, Hassan Dilunga, 
on right wing when the outfit locked 
horns with Zambian side, Red Arrows FC, 
in this season’s CAF Confederation Cup 
Additional Second Preliminary Round’s 
first leg match which took place in Dar es 
Salaam November 28.

At the moment it is not surprising to 
see Dilunga’s name in Simba SC’s first 
team.

The situation was different six months 
ago, if he could be on the field, several 
Simba SC followers would oppose the 
coach’s decision believing the midfielder 
did not deserve to be part of the starting 
line-up.

Tanzania soccer fans allegedly under-
stand the game way better than coaches 
and professionals who have paid college 
fees to study football. This is outrageous!

Martin joins a series of Simba SC 
coaches who improved Dilunga’s confi-
dence, this trend begun with coach Did-
ier Gomes at the start of the season, then 
came Thierry Hitimana.

They have all seen Dilunga deserves to 
be part of their first team, this could be 
the answer for those who question the 
legitimacy of the midfielder’s first team 
position. 

This has not happened y chance, all 
three coaches have given him a chance, 
there must be something different they 
either see or get from Dilunga, that is why 
they give him a chance.

If only one coach would trust the foot-
aller, it would have een a questionale 
move, ut three coaches did the same.

Often players like Dilunga are the most 
tactical players, they are the kind of play-
ers that fans are not attracted to because 
they do not see them either score or drib-
ble.

It takes more technical eyes to under-
stand them.

Simba SC midfielder Mzamiru Yassin 
is another person of this kind, in Yanga 
there is midfielder Deus Kaseke.

Players of this type are loved by coach-
es because of their performance on the 
field, they are players tht perform effi-

Hard work pays off for Simba SC midfielder  

Tanzania’s national amputee football team ‘Tembo Warriors’ player, Frank Nkailo (L), dribbles past the 
Sierra Leone team’s player when they faced off in the quarterfinals of this year’s Cup of African Nations for 
Amputee Football (CANAF) in Dar es Salaam last month. Tanzania won 1-0. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s national amputee football 
team ‘Tembo Warriors’ says it plans to 
start preparations for next year’s Amputee 
Football World Cup which will e hosted y 
Turkey.

‘Tembo Warriors’ finished fourth in 
the just ended Cup of African Nations for 
Amputee Football (CANAF) which took 
place in Dar es Salaam.

Peter Sarungi, Tanzania Amputee Football 
Federation (TAFF) Chairman, said they need 
to start the preparations in January for the 
World Cup which will take place in October.

‘’We finished fourth in the CANAF which 
we hosted, this is the second time that we 
are finishing fourth, this is bad for us we 
need to start preparations early,’’ he said.

Simba SC midfielder, Hassan Dilunga (L), speeds past Red 
Arrows FC midfielder, Alassane Diarra, when the clubs faced 
off in 2021/22 CAF Confederation Cup pre-group stage 
playoffs’ first leg in Dar es Salaam on November 28. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF SIMBA SC 

SPORTS

He also said TAFF Technical Committee will 
mid this month meet ‘Tembo Warriors’ head 
coach, Salvatory Edward, and his staff to plan the 
way forward.

The TAFF leader pointed out the federation 
expects the coach to present a postmortem of the 
team performance at the CANAF.

‘’The coach has not submitted to us the 
postmortem of the team performance at the 
championship, but we will meet him soon to 
discuss the way forward,” he said.

The last weekend’s CANAF clash, which was 
played to decide third and fourth-placed teams, 
witnessed Angolans dominated it. ‘Tembo 
Warriors’ found the going tough.

Ghana won this year’s edition of Cup of African 
Nations for Amputee Football after beating 
Liberia 3-2 in the final held at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium.

ciently once they get op-
portunity.

You may not get many 
things from him but you 
can get one thing for sure.

Midfielder Bernad Mor-
rison can give you exciting 
dribbles, pin point passes 
and stylish goals but he 
cannot give you a point of 
grip. He will need a hard 
working Mzamiru to find 
him a ball.

But someone else might 
ask you why Dilunga hard-
ly got a first-team place last 
season?

Does it mean Dilunga has 
suddenly changed from an 
unknown performer to a 
tactical player?

The simple answer is 
that last season he faced 
stiff opposition from 
Mozamican,Luis Miquis-
sone, who is currently 
struggling in Egypt.

But despite the fierce 
competition for position 
within Simba, Dilunga 
managed to force his way 
into the squad. 

Last season if Dilunga’s 
name would be the first to 
hit your head it was only a 
day the side was going to 
play a tough match outside 
Dar es Salaam.

While we are there, you 
can imagine something 
very painful that Simba 
officials and fans will not 
want to hear.

Maybe they did not do 
their signings very well to 
find Miquisonne’s replace-
ment, which is why a play-
er who was not considered 
for the chance to play today 
has managed to make the 
first team and become one 
of the most dependable 
players.

During the transfer mar-
ket, Simba SC registered 

more wingers, signing Peter Banda, Yusuph Mhilu, Dun-
can Nyoni, Kibu Dennis and Pape Ousmane Sakho. All of 
them have not made it to the first team.

It is a joy to see Tanzania’s footallers get a chance, re-
stricting foreign professionals who have been followed 
and brought to the country for a lot of money, to th ench.

Simba SC has not become a safe haven for Tanzania’s 
footallers in recent years, the midfield and forward line 
are dominated by foreign professionals.

So far forward John Bocco and midfielder Jonas Mkude 
managed to regularly make their way through the squad, 
so when we find someone else to represent us, we should 
be happy.

Simba SC lovers are the only people who find it difficult 
to understand their emotional state.

When Miquisonne left Simba SC the outfit was set to 
find a player with the same ability as the Mozamican.

They did not expect Dilunga to be Miquisonne replace-
ment despite his hard work and dedication.

Dilunga has een deemed to have not reached Simba SC 
expectations.

If a footall fan hardly agrees with this, the enthusiast has 
to check Dilunga’s statistics.

So far Dilunga has not either scored or assisted any goal, 
I do not think Simba SC fans are happy with this.

Now come the questions I asked earlier, are Tanzania’s 
footall lovers happy to see Dilunga in Simba SC first team?

Do Simba SC fans showcase dismay watching a player of 
Dilunga’s calier make it to the first team?

By Correspondent Faustine Feliciane

PROMINENT Bongo Flava artists, Rajab Abdul ‘Harmonize’, 
and Boniventure Kabongo ‘Stamina’, are among domestic 
musicians who will be entertaining revelers at the university 
students’ festival, known as ‘Freshers Bash’, to be held at the 
Posta grounds in Dar es Salaam on Friday.

The festival is organized by the Tanzania Higher Learning 
Institutions Students’ Organization (TAHLISO) aimingg at 
bringing university students together.

Speaking to reporters yesterday, TAHLISO vice chairman, 
Hijja Milambo, said that prominent new genre singers, Esterlina 
Sanga ‘Linah’, ‘Young Lunya’, and Abdallah Ahmed ‘Dullah 
Makabila’, will as well perform in the festival.

‘Linah’ is a prominent female Bongo Flava singer, ‘Young 
Lunya’ is a fast rising Hip Hop artist, and ‘Dullah Makabila’ is 
holding sway in ‘Singeli’.

“There will be a variety of activities at the festival, students will 

have the opportunity to meet and exchange ideas, there will also 
be leaders and celebrities,’’ Milambo stated.

He said the festival, despite being organized for students, is 
open to other people.

Milambo stressed that entertainment lovers are free to turn 
up and get entertainment from the mentioned musicians.

“The mentioned musicians are some of artists for the festival, 
there are many others who will take the stage to entertain 
students who will be participating in this festival.’’

‘’We have set an entrance fee of 10,000/-, prioritising students,’’ 
Milambo revealed.

The TAHLISO Sports and Entertainment Commissioner, Muba 
Abdul, said the festival would also be used to welcome first-year 
students to various colleges.

He also said that from now on they have banned institutions 
from organizing a student festival without permission from 
TAHLISO.

Amputee football players set 
sight early preps for 2022 
Amputee Football World Cup     

Hip Hop artist, Boniventure Kabongo ‘Stamina’.

By Correspondent Faustine Feliciane

Simba SC leadership has said it will continue 
to strengthen the team by registering players in 
the mini registration window that will open on 
December 15.

The Msimbazi Street outfit has progressed 
to the Group Stage of this season’s CAF 
Confederation Cup, knocking Zamia’s Red 
Arrows FC out of additional second preliminary 
round with 4-2 aggregate win. 

Simba SC’s Chief Executive Officer, Barbara 
Gonzalez, pointed out they are waiting for a 
report from head coach, Pablo Martin Franco, to 
see what they should do to strengthen the clu.

Barbara said they aim to defend the NBC 
Premier League title as well as do well in CAF 
Confederation Cup this season so they must have 
a competitive squad.

“The domestic league has been tough and 
competitive, but internationally there is a lot 
of competition, we want to see Simba excel, we 
have to admit there are some shortcomings in 
the team.’’

‘’We are waiting for our coach’s report. Martin 
will present it this week so we can see what we 
should do to strengthen our team, we must make 

tough decisions,’’ Barbara noted.
The official said coach Martin has promised to 

submit his report this week including suggestions 
on what can be done to strengthen the team’s 
squad.

The leader revealed after witnessing the 
team qualify for the Group Stage of the CAF 
Confederation Cup, they are now focusing on 
their next Premier League game against Yanga.

Simba SC will host Yanga in the match which 
will be played on Saturday at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

The game is expected to be a highly contested 
affair considering the teams are only two points 
adrift of each other the league standings.

The clash winners will be guaranteed to take 
the first place.

The NBC Premier League defending 
champions’ progression to CAF Confederation 
Cup  Group Stage had the squad cruising to 4-2 
aggregate win over Zambia’s Red Arrows FC.

The first game played at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium ended with Simba SC wallopping Red 
Arrows FC 3-0.

Simba thereafter conceded a 2-1 defeat in 
Sunday’s rematch in Lusaka.

Simba SC to opt for new signings 
during mini registration window

Harmonize, Stamina to grace 
university students’ festival       

Simba SC’s Chief Executive Officer, Barbara Gonzalez
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sports

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

LONDON

tHErE are a host of top players set 
to become free agents in July 2022, 
including  Kylian Mbappe,  paul 
pogba,  Antonio rudiger  and  paulo 
Dybala -- enough even to fill a pretty 
good XI. But these stars will still end up 
costing their future clubs a lot in wages 
and signing-on fees.

outside these superstars, clubs have 
some intriguing options for players 
who can be picked up for nothing if 
they can sort out a pre-contract agree-
ment when the January transfer win-
dow opens in just under a month.

Here, we break down some of the 
players who may have slipped under 
the radar of the top clubs, but who 
could certainly be relied upon to do a 
decent job if signed. 

*Andrea Belotti, 27, torino
one of the most respected serie A 

centre-forwards in recent years, Be-
lotti has netted an impressive 94 goals 
from 204 league appearances for to-
rino. though the club haven’t given up 
on extending the Italy international’s 
deal, there’s bound to be interest from 
Champions League-level clubs once 
he recovers from a two-month ab-
sence due to a hamstring injury.

Belotti is a physically strong player 
and there’s little fuss about him; what 
you see is pretty much what you get. At 
torino since 2015, he tends to attract 
fouls and goes for power rather than 
precision when it comes to finishing. 
He can strike the ball equally well with 
either foot, especially from outside the 
box, while his stamina means he usu-
ally lasts the duration of games and his 
level doesn’t drop in the second half.

*Federico Bernardeschi, 27,  Ju-
ventus

With Juventus’ austere new regime 
trying to balance the books following 
years of being one of the wage leaders 
in European football, the Italy winger 
could be one of the first players to be 
allowed to leave. signed from Fioren-
tina  for €40m with great fanfare in 
2017, Bernardeschi was widely ex-
pected to become Italy’s outstanding 
creative player but, though his contri-
bution has been valued, his impact on 
matches tends to come in occasional 
bursts.

Equipped with brilliant technical 
ability and a wonderful left foot, he 
can beat opponents for fun and en-
gage in free-flowing combinations 
from a variety of attacking positions 

Alternative free agent options to superstars like Mbappe, Pogba, Dybala 

  CHICAGO

oUtsIDE the courtroom where 
former “Empire” actor Jussie 
smollett is fighting charges accus-
ing him of lying to Chicago police 
about being the victim of an anti-
gay, racist attack, his publicist has 
introduced a roster of supporters 
to the assembled tV cameras.

renowned opera singer Lauren 
Michelle, who also appeared on 
“Empire,” spoke of how one of 
her best friends from high school 
has maintained his humanity de-
spite the attacks on his character. 
smollett’s pastor from New York, 
Damon Marks, said the person 
prosecutors are portraying in 
court is not “the Jussie I know.”

And activist Bella BAHHs, who 
met smollett while protesting the 
police  murder of a 16-year-old, 
said she doesn’t trust Chicago 
police not to make things up — 
including the allegations against 
her friend.

the daily turns at the micro-
phone are part of a broader strat-
egy underway since  smollett’s 
trial started at the Chicago court-
house roughly one week ago: 
trying to ensure the 39-year-old 
emerges from this scandal and 
legal troubles with his reputation 
and career intact, or at least hav-
ing suffered as little damage as 
possible, whatever the outcome.

the charges against smollett — 
six counts of disorderly conduct 
for lying to police about the Janu-
ary 2019 attack  — are low-level 
felonies and carry a possible sen-
tence of three years in prison. 
Legal experts say if convicted he 
would most likely get probation 
and be ordered to perform com-
munity service.

the impact on his livelihood 
could be far more serious. tak-
ing the witness stand Monday, 
smollett testified that “  I’ve lost 
my livelihood.” His media rela-
tions team, which is led by a 
former Chicago tV reporter, re-
leased a statement to the Asso-
ciated press from family friend 
Fania Davis, who said smollett al-
ready has lost income and “many 
professional opportunities” due 
to a “character assassination and 
disinformation campaign” by Chi-
cago police.

“this is an injury to his personal 
reputation, to his career and his 
soul,” said Davis, whose sister is 
civil rights activist Angela Davis. 
“He could easily have copped a 
plea, with a slap on the wrist and 
then moved on with his life. But 
he chose instead to stand up to 
injustice.”

publicist Danny Deraney, who 
works with entertainment fig-
ures and often takes on crisis pr 
clients but is not working with 
smollett, said the performer will 
be hurt in any attempt to return 
to his career because he was far 
from a household name before, 
and so many learned his identity 
because of the alleged attack and 
charges against him.

“Nobody really knew who he 
was, unless you watched the 
show,” Deraney said. “For the time 
being, I don’t see any other way of 
people seeing him and not know-
ing him for this.”

the atypical accusations, the 
absurdity of his alleged crime 
and his tendency to be fodder for 
comedians may hurt him more 
than accusations, even of serious 
crimes.

“Being in the public eye as far 
as being on television or film or 
whatever it is, that’s going to be 
hard for him. I don’t think people 
are going to take him seriously,” 
Deraney said. “people who be-
come the butt of jokes, of doing 
things as ridiculous and absurd as 
what allegedly happened, have a 
harder time working.”

some of the smollett strategy is 
playing out in the court proceed-
ings, where smollett testified he 
was a victim of a hate crime after 

two brothers said the actor re-
cruited them to carry out the at-
tack on him so he could publicize 
it via social media. police testified 
they were able to corroborate the 
siblings’ accounts.

smollett’s defense attorneys 
have argued that the brothers 
committed the attack because 
they are homophobic and don’t 
like smollett, who is gay. they 
say the men told police it was all 
staged by the actor so they could 
shake him down for $1 million 
each to not testify.

smollett’s legal team also has 
said Judge James Linn is biased 
against them, at one point asking 
for a mistrial — which Linn denied 
— after he cut off her question-
ing of one of the brothers about 
homophobic language he used, 
calling it “collateral” material. A 
defense attorney also claimed 
Linn “lunged” at her — all of which 
they could use as grounds for ap-
peal if smollett is convicted, and 
to argue in the court of public 
opinion that the legal system un-
fairly wronged him.

And separate from the trial, 
smollett’s team and his family — 
which includes five siblings, most 
of whom are also actors and a 
mother who was active in fight-
ing for civil rights — have been 
promoting both the man and his 
talents.

on the first day of his trial, 
smollett learned that a film he 
wrote, directed and produced, 
“B-Boy Blues,” won the “fan fa-
vorite narrative feature” award in 
the American Black Film Festival 
Awards. His publicist blasted the 
news out to journalists, along with 
a link to a 2016 New York times 
article about the smollett family’s 
acting chops and activism — sup-
porting causes like HIV/AIDs and 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
— and a letter of support from ac-
tivist and artists, including Davis 
and Danny Glover.

on Monday, his team sent out 
a photograph of smollett and his 
family meeting with civil rights 
leader the rev. Jesse Jackson over 
the weekend.

Early in his acting career, 
smollett starred along with his 
brothers and sisters in the tV se-
ries “on our own,” about a group 
of orphaned siblings, that aired 
for one season. He had other 
roles in tV and movies, including 
playing Langston Hughes in “Mar-
shall,” about thurgood Marshall, 
the first Black supreme Court jus-
tice.

His biggest role was on “Em-
pire,” a musical drama about an 
entertainment company that 
was filmed in Chicago. smollett 
starred on the program for four 
years starting in 2015. producers 
renewed his contract for the sixth 
and final season in 2019, but he 
never appeared in an episode.

Deraney said it can be difficult 
to predict who will be accepted 
back into public life. A support-
ive family in the entertainment 
industry like smollett has – sister 
Jurnee’s acting career is thriving – 
might not be a huge career advan-
tage initially, but if they get into 
prominent positions and can hire 
him for roles, it might.

“If you’ve got people behind 
you that are financially secure, 
this whole industry is built on 
nepotism, it’s all about who you 
know. If his family stands behind 
him, that’s going to be fine for 
him,” Deraney said.

Fania Davis said in her state-
ment to Ap that smollett comes 
from “a family of justice warriors” 
like her family and her sister’s 
family.

“We are very proud that even 
in this difficult period, Jussie has 
persevered and created art at 
the highest level and we are con-
fident he will continue to do so,” 
she said.

Ap

In and outside court, Smollett 
fights for reputation, career Premier League riches sow fear 

among Champions League rivals 
LONDON

As Barcelona and spanish champi-
ons Atletico Madrid scrap for a place 
in the Champions League last 16 this 
week, the premier League’s four par-
ticipants can take it easy knowing their 
places in the knockout stages are al-
ready guaranteed.

Liverpool, Manchester City and 
Manchester United have all secured 
top spot in their groups with a game 
to spare, while defending champions 
Chelsea will join them with victory 
over Zenit saint petersburg.

the success of English clubs this 
season continues a worrying trend for 
the rest of Europe.

two of the past three Champions 
League finals have been all-English af-
fairs, contested by four different clubs.

If results on the field were not galling 
enough for the rest of Europe, the pre-
mier League’s ability to attract record-
breaking television rights deals from 
around the globe has fuelled fears the 
gap between the top English clubs and 
the rest will only grow in coming years.

the English top-flight has long 
enjoyed its position as the wealthi-
est league in the world on the back 
of bumper tV deals for the domestic 
market.

But even as the value of those rights 
has stalled over the past two tenders, 
the international market has ensured 
there is still steady growth.

Last month, the premier League 
secured a reported $2.7 billion (£2 
billion) renewal with Us broadcaster 
NBC for a six-year rights deal.

that followed another £2 billion 
overseas six-year deal for the Nordic 
countries, starting in 2022.

By comparison, spain’s La Liga cel-
ebrated a $1.4 billion deal in May with 
EspN for Us rights that runs for the 

Defending champions Chelsea are one of four English clubs already qualified for the Champions League last 16 (AFP)

next eight years.
the relative size of those deals 

means the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic has been felt very differ-
ently across the continent.

- Transfer cash -
In the most recent transfer window, 

premier League clubs’ net spend of 
£560 million was more than 10 times 
that of La Liga (£55 million), serie A 
(£50 million) and Ligue 1 (£15 mil-
lion), while Bundesliga clubs made a 
net profit of an estimated £35 million 
thanks to Jadon sancho’s £73 million 
move from Borussia Dortmund to 
Manchester United.

sancho followed Kai Havertz and 
timo Werner in swapping Germany 
for England with another Dortmund 

pair, Jude Bellingham and Erling Haal-
and, tipped to make the same move 
next year.

Bayer Leverkusen CEo Fernando 
Carro told AFp the Bundesliga risked 
becoming merely a development 
league for the premier League if the 
current trend continued.

“We tried to buy a player in the sum-
mer and in the end a promoted side 
from the premier League was able to 
pay more money and a higher salary 
than us, a top-four side in Germany,” 
said Carro.

“the premier League has so much 
more money and resources than any 
other country. this is not good for us.”

spanish clubs have suffered from 
the talent drain. Between 2013 and 
2020 La Liga boasted the best UEFA 

coefficient for performance in Euro-
pean competition.

this week financially stricken Barca, 
Atletico, sevilla and Villarreal are all 
in serious peril of bowing out at the 
group stage of the Champions League. 
Exits would deal another heavy eco-
nomic blow to a league that has al-
ready mortgaged a share of future tV 
rights to private equity firm CVC for a 
cash injection.

Leverkusen’s Carro warned differ-
ences were becoming stark.

“We could double or triple our tV 
income and we still wouldn’t close the 
gap,” he warned.

the failed European super League 
project was designed to bring the su-
perpowers of spanish and Italian foot-
ball back on a level playing field.

when in top form, yet he can look or-
dinary in the next game. He reportedly 
needs to take a serious drop in wages 
if he wants to stay at Juventus, but has 
plenty of suitors.

*Axel Witsel, 32,  Borussia Dort-
mund

Witsel was tipped for superstardom 
when he broke through at standard 
Liege as a box-to-box midfielder more 
than 10 years ago. With over 100 caps 
for one of the best national sides in the 
world (Belgium) it’s hard to say that 
he hasn’t really lived up to the billing, 
but injuries and a move to China at 
his peak means his club career never 
quite reached illustrious heights.

these days Witsel doesn’t cover 

as much ground as he used to in his 
twenties and is neither as diligent nor 
efficient in his defensive work. Yet, the 
Belgian is still a skilled playmaker who 
is able to control the pace of the game 
and lead from a deeper role in mid-
field. Any team in need of leadership 
should be looking closely at him.

*Eddie Nketiah, 22, Arsenal
Nketiah looks set to leave Arsenal 

in January (or next summer at the 
latest) after turning down a number 
of new contract offers. Having been 
used sparingly in the premier League 
this season, partly due to injuries but 
also because of competition and his 
contractual situation, the striker has 
been in impressive form in the Cara-
bao Cup and got on the scoresheet in 
both matches. He has also impressed 
for England’s under-21 team and was 
named captain at the 2021 UEFA Euro-
pean Under-21 Championships.

A quick, sharp centre-forward with 
fine movement off the ball, Nketiah 
first turned heads with his lightning 
pace and knack for goal scoring. It’s 
fair to say that he didn’t progress at 
the same rate as Arsenal’s other estab-
lished academy products such as Bu-
kayo saka  and  Emile smith rowe, 
but he does seem to be turning into a 
well-rounded attacker with the ability 
to pick up the ball from deep. Wher-
ever he ends up, his next club will land 
a forward whose career is on the up.

*Boubacar Kamara, 22, Marseille
Despite making several attempts, 

Marseille have not yet succeeded in 
getting one of their best players to sign 
a new contract and look set to lose 
out on at least €30m if the France U-21 
midfielder departs for free next sum-
mer.

Capable of playing in the middle of 

the defensive line or just in front of it, 
Kamara, who always moves around 
the pitch with ease, is predominantly 
recognised for his destructive abilities. 
He’s excellent at winning the ball high 
up the pitch, wins nearly 75% of his 
headers (despite being only 5-foot-10) 
and has a first-class positional sense. 
Whoever gets Kamara’s signature may 
have landed the bargain of the year.

*Matthias Ginter, 27,  Borussia 
Monchengladbach

the  Germany  international is ap-
proaching the ideal age for a centre-
back as he starts to make use of his 
experience. He can deputise at right-
back -- as he did for Germany during 
Euro 2020 in the summer -- is well 
versed in playing with a high line and 
has decent enough pace over longer 
distances to chase down an oppo-
nent’s runs in behind.

though he could be even more 
assertive in defensive challenges, 
Ginter dominates in the air and tends 
to perform on the big occasions (he 
has excelled against both  Bayern 
Munich  and Borussia Dortmund in 
recent games.) After missing out on 
Champions League football this sea-
son, he is said to be unhappy with the 
new terms offered by his club and 
could move on.

*Thomas Strakosha, 26, Lazio
Being kept out of the team by for-

mer Liverpool goalkeeper pepe rei-
na, the Athens-born Albania No. 1 was 
an undisputed regular for Lazio from 
2017-2020. He has been in talks over 
a new contract over the past months 
but, unless he’s allowed more play-
ing time by manager Maurizio sarri, 
there’s little point in remaining in the 
Italian capital.

Axel Witsel

Nobody really knew who he was, unless you watched the show,” 
Deraney said. “For the time being, I don’t see any other way of people 
seeing him and not knowing him for this.



   

By Guardian Reporter

TELECOMMS Company, Tigo, 
the sponsor of the 2022 Kiliman-
jaro Marathon’s 21km race, has 
called on participants to register 
in numbers as there are barely two 
and half months before the race 
happens in Moshi.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam, the 
Tigo Corporate Communications 
Manager, Woinde Shisael (pic-
tured), called on participants to 
take advantage of the early discounting period as currently there is an 
ongoing 20% discount.

She said according to the organizers, the discount period will run up 
to January 7, 2022, after which the prices will go up.

“Preparations for the marathon are in top tear and we are urging par-
ticipants to register through Tigo Pesa by dialing *149*20# then they will 
be asked a few questions that will enable registration after payment is 
completed,” Woinde disclosed.

She said Tigo is gearing at providing a unique experience to the par-
ticipants as they use the 4G network to communicate and send pictures 
and videos to their loved ones and friends during the marathon as the 
event marks 20 years.

“This is our seventh year since we started sponsoring the Kiliman-
jaro Marathon and our biggest push is that the event promotes tour-
ism, environmental conservation around Mt Kilimanjaro to conserve 
the snow, nurturing talent, and boosting business within Kilimanjaro 
region and neighbouring regions,” she said.

She further noted that Tigo will carry on with its campaign, dubbed 
‘Tigo Green for Kili’, to ensure more trees are planted.

Sponsors of the Kili Marathon 2022 include Kilimanjaro Premium 
Lager- 42km, Grand Malt -5km water table sponsors, Absa, Unilever, 
TPC Sugar, Simba Cement, Kilimanjaro Water, Kilimanjaro Leather In-
dustries Company Limited and official suppliers, GardaWorld Security, 
Keys Hotel, Kibo Palace Hotel, and CMC Automobiles.

Next year’s event will be held at the Moshi Cooperative University 
(MOCU) ground on February 27, 2022. The Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 
Marathon is organized by Kilimanjaro Marathon Company Limited and 
locally coordinated by Executive Solutions Limited.

Premier League riches sow fear 
among Champions League rivals

Simba SC trades mind 
games with Yanga  

Tigo calls for early registration 
for 2022 Kilimanjaro Marathon 

TOC annual general 
meeting pushed 
back to next week

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

AS the countdown to the most 
sought–after fixture, NBC Pre-
mier League duel pitting Simba 
SC against Yanga, is going on, 
mind games have started as both 
outfits have promised to win the 
game. 

Simba SC is the NBC Premier 
League encounter’s host, with 
the clash set to be played at Ben-
jamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam on Saturday.  

The Msimbazi Street side’s 
Chairman, Murtaza Mangungu, 
said they are treating the Yanga 
clash like any other domestic 
league game.

He said Simba SC is the biggest 
football club in the country and 
it cannot have special prepara-
tions against a local team.

“We are the biggest football 
club in the country, we can have 
normal preparations against a lo-
cal team, recently our Saturday 
opponents through their spokes-
man, Haji Manara, told the press 
that the game between Yanga 
and Azam FC is a derby, that is 
true.’’

Yanga midfielder, Farid Mussa (C), negotiates his way past Simba SC center back, Pascal Wawa, when the outfits locked 
horns in the 2021/22 Community Shield match, which took place in Dar es Salaam on September 25.PHOTO: COURTESY 
OF YANGA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Twenzetu Kilimanjaro Festival Coordinator, Irene Lyimo (R), Race Director of Capital Mountain Run to be featured in the event, Joshua Kayombo 
(C), and the representative of the event stakeholders, Cassandra James from A1 Outdoor (L), show the medals and special T-shirts that will be 
presented to the participants of the race slated for December 26 at the College of African Wildlife Management (CAWM), Mweka and Marangu 
Hotel in Kilimanjaro, aimed at promoting local tourism. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

‘’It’s true because they are 
teams of the same size...in the 
past four years they have been 
exchanging spots in league 
log.’’

‘’This year one could finish 
second, the other will finish 
third while we remain on our 
number one position... that 
means we are the biggest on 
the land,” he said.

Salim Abdallah, Simba SC 
Board of Directors’ Chairman, 
also said the same.

“The Saturday game is like 
any other local game, we can-
not give it any special atten-
tion, we give special attention 
to big matches which involve 
us and other top teams, I mean 
CAF club tournaments fixtures, 
not local games,” he said.

Hassan Bumbuli, Yanga In-
formation Officer, said they are 
well prepared for the match 
and they hope to collect all 
three points.

“We have a squad which is 
made up of top players, players 
who can rise at any occasion, 
I’m sure we will beat them on 
Saturday, come rain come sun-
shine.’’

‘’We will beat them... the 
squad is ready and the only 
player we will miss is David 
Bryson who is coming from an 
operation,” he said.

Haji Manara, the Yanga 
spokesman, also said they have 
assembled a squad that no lo-
cal club can stop.

Apart from the pride that 
comes with the age-old rivalry 
dating back to the 1960s, this 
will also be a grudge match as 
both teams will be on a revenge 
mission

Despite not winning the Pre-
mier League top honour in the 
past four years, Yanga has beat-
en Simba SC many times.

But the painful thing which 
will encourage Yanga players 
to win the Saturday game in the 
past season’s Azam Sports Fed-
eration Cup final 1-0 defeat to 
Simba SC.

Yanga was hoping to win the 
showpiece’s title but lost it to 
the rivals.

The revenge purpose for Sim-
ba SC is the recent defeats they 
have been suffering to Yanga in 
the past four years.
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA Olympic 
Committee(TOC) annual general 
meeting which was scheduled 
for Saturday in Dodoma has been 
pushed back to next weekend.

TOC Assistant Secretary, Suleiman 
Jabil, yesterday said they decided to 
push it to next week due to circum-
stances beyond their control. 

He said the committee has com-
municated to all delegates of the an-
nual meeting on the changes.

“Our annual general meeting 
which was to be held in Dodoma on 
Sunday, now will be held next week 
in the same region, we did this due to 
reasons which are beyond our con-
trol and all delegates have been com-
municated on the changes,” he said.

He said the annual general meet-
ing will, among other issues, discuss 
activities which were undertaken 
in the just-ended year and plans for 
next year. Jabil said after the annual 
general meeting, TOC will host a 
three-day seminar that will involve 
delegates from all local sports asso-
ciations affiliated with it and govern-
ment sports officials from both Zan-
zibar and Mainland Tanzania.

He said at the seminar they will 
use a participatory approach and 
instructors are TOC National Course 
Directors, Jabil and Henry Tandau.

“Among other issues at the three-
day seminar we will discuss the im-
portance of sports to development, 
sports management the way forward 
to competing in 2024 Paris Olympic 
Games,” he said. Jabil also said the 
seminar will clarify ways used to se-
lect athletes to represent the country 
in the All Africa Games, Common-
wealth Games, and Olympic Games.  

‘’You will agree with me that of 
late there have been complaints from 
sports stakeholders, government 
and national sports associations on 
how the teams which represent the 
country at All Africa Games, Com-
monwealth Games and Olympics are 
selected, so at the end of the seminar 
people will know which format is 
used.’’ “It has now become a tendency 
that everyone blames TOC when the 
country is represented by few athletes 
at All Africa Games, Commonwealth, 
and Olympic Games, you know dur-
ing the time ahead of those games we 
work closely with national sports asso-
ciations and they know what to do for 
them to have many athletes at those 
games.

‘’But after the athletes are selected 
and the government comes in the final 
stages leaders of sports associations 
start siding with the government, ac-
cusing us of selecting few athletes, 
we know why this happens,” he said.
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