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Behavioural change vital for
attaining cashless economy

By Guardian Reporter

M
ANY people do 
not believe that 
carrying cash for 
the purpose of 

making payments for goods 
and services is costly and 
risky.

Sometimes, many feel 
proud when carrying cash in 
hand, as they believe that it is 
a symbol of “wealth”.

Data show that, despite on-
going campaigns to promote 
cashless economy over the 
period of time, each 100/- 
spent by Tanzanians in paying 
goods and services, more than 
88/- conducted through hard 
currency, while 12/- is paid 
digitally.

This behavior is continu-
ing to disappoint the central 
bank, due to spending a lot 
of money that could either be 
spent in other uses; to print 
hard currencies time to time 
to replace the old notes and 
coins, because the changing 
hands do not consider proper 
handling.

Apart from the disappoint-
ment to the central bank, 
hard currencies handlers also 
sometimes face a lot of secu-
rity risks including robbery 
incidents. It is believed that a 
cashless society could make 
the economy more efficient 
by reducing the need for cash 
handling and storage. 

This could save businesses 
and individuals time and 
money. 

Fabian Kasole, assistant 
manager, policy and licensing, 
department of oversight and 
policy, directorate of National 
Payment System, Bank of Tan-
zania (BoT), says despite of 
having plenty of digital pay-
ment channels, including mo-
bile payment solutions, the 
majority of people still prefer 
paying in hard cash.

This is due to the fact that 
changing a behavior is no 
easy, as many still do not trust 
digital channels for their own 
reasons.

While the mobile payment 

creased efficiency and facili-
tate cross border transactions 
that is essential for boosting 
intra-regional trade among 
the East African.

Tanzania is also linked to 
the regional cross-border real-
time gross settlement (RTGS) 
system in the SADC region. 

It is an automated interbank 
settlement system operated 
by the South African Reserve 
Bank, as appointed by the 
SADC participating member 
central banks.

Participants in SADC-RTGS 
include central banks and fi-
nancial institutions, i.e. banks 
and non-banks in the SADC 
region that are authorised by 
their respective central bank 
to participate.

Kasole said the benefits 
of digital payment systems 
include conveniences, fast 
transactions, easy to track 
due to recorded transactions, 
protects loss of funds, ensure 
security among payers and 
payees and is stress free.

“Digital payment system is 
more secure and has high lev-
el of security,” he said.

He mentioned some of the 
challenges facing digital finan-
cial services transformation 
as the public trust on digital 
payment system, public edu-
cation and frauds. Kasole said, 
looking forward, the central 
bank is expected to launch 
a public education aimed at 
promoting cashless economy.

In his statement on the Na-
tional Payment Systems (NPS) 
annual report 2022, the BoT 
Governor Emmanuel Tutuba 
noted that the mobile money 
technology was the key ena-
bler for accelerating financial 
services access for the margin-
alized communities, particu-
larly low-income individuals, 
small enterprises operators 
and smallholder farmers.

“The Bank will continue 
to modernize the payment 
system in collaboration with 
stakeholders to foster digiti-
zation of the economy to sup-
port inclusive finance and in-
clusive growth,” he said.

Parliament committee 
lauds president Samia 
investment endeavours

By Julieth Mkireri, KIBAHA

THE Parliament Standing Committee on Governance, 
Constitution, and Legal Affairs has commended President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan’s administration for its proactive 
efforts in mobilizing both local and foreign investments, 
resulting in significant success.

The committee has pledged to offer close cooperation 
to address any obstacles faced by investors, thereby fa-
cilitating the realization of their objectives in producing 
goods for both domestic and international markets.

Chairing the committee, Dr. Joseph Mhagama, high-
lighted these sentiments during their yesterday’s visit to 
Modern Industrial Park situated in Disunyara/Kikongo 
Mlandizi, Kibaha district, Coast region.

He attributed the surge in investment within the country 
to the President’s adept promotion of the nation, aligning 
it with available opportunities, a move that has attracted 
numerous local and foreign investors.

Furthermore, the Committee extended congratulations 
to the region’s investor, a native, pledging to swiftly ad-
dress any obstacles hindering investment, thereby foster-
ing an environment conducive to development and in-
creased employment opportunities for youth.

Dr. Mhagama emphasized the importance of providing 
local investors with a supportive environment akin to that 
offered to foreign investors and modern enterprises. He 
assured full cooperation and prompt resolution of any is-
sues that may arise. 

For his part, State Minister in the President Office 
responsible for Planning, and Investment, Prof. Kitila 
Mkumbo, commended the investor for setting an example 
and becoming a beacon for other natives through his in-
vestment endeavors.

Prof. Mkumbo highlighted that investment in the coun-
try is not solely driven by external parties; Tanzanians 
have also demonstrated significant interest and that statis-
tics from the Tanzania Investment Center (TIC) indicates 
that 61 percent of investors in the country are natives.

Angela Maingu, Sales and Marketing Manager of Turkey 
Estate, the company responsible for selling industrial par-
cels in the said project, presented an initial overview of 
the project. She noted that the Kamaka Company, based 
in Dar es Salaam, is the primary investor of the venture.

According to her, the objectives of Kamaka’s invest-
ment in the region encompass attracting both investors 
and new technologies, fostering economic growth, thus 
positioning the area as a hub for research and educa-
tional institutions, by providing practical training op-
portunities.

Maingu disclosed that the total cost of the project, in-
cluding the construction of anticipated factories, amounts 
to 3.5 tn/-. According to her, at least 1.1 bn/- will be utilized 
for comprehensive infrastructure development in the 
period of five-year. Moreover, at least 35 bn/- has been al-
ready used for that matter.

Spanning 1,077 acres, the project site comprises 210 
plots, with 202 designated for industrial use, alongside 
two power stations, two commercial zones, three commu-
nity service areas, and a dry port. The site features an ex-
tensive network of internal and external roads spanning 
25 kilometers.

PMB tool for qualifying track records in IMF programmes reviewed

Fabian Kasote, assistant manager at policy and licensing, department of oversight and policy, 
directorate of National Payment System, Bank of Tanzania (BoT)

By Guardian Reporter

THE IMF Executive Board 
completed its review of the 
policy for Staff-Monitored 
Programs with Board Involve-
ment (PMB), a vital tool help-
ing member countries estab-
lish qualifying track records 
for IMF support programs.

This is according to IMF’s 
press statement which was 
made to this paper yesterday, 
saying the board has also en-
dorsed the proposal to keep 
the said tool in the Fund’s 
toolkit with a subsequent re-
view expected in three years.

In September 2022, the Ex-
ecutive Board amended the 
policy on Staff Monitored Pro-
grams (SMPs) to create PMBs, 
as with all SMPs, the objective 
of the PMB is to build or re-
build a track record of policy 
implementation towards an 
Upper Credit Tranche (UCT)-
quality Fund-supported pro-
gram.

“The PMB is carefully cir-
cumscribed for member 
countries under either, an on-
going concerted international 
effort by creditors or donors 
to provide substantial new fi-
nancing or debt relief in sup-

port of the member’s policy 
program or significant out-
standing credit under emer-
gency financing (EF) instru-
ments at the time of a new EF 
request,” the statement reads 
in partly.

Adding: “It allows the Ex-
ecutive Board to opine, at the 
time of the PMB approval, on 
the robustness of the mem-
ber’s policies to meet the pro-
gram’s objectives and, in the 
context of reviews, on wheth-
er it agrees with staff that the 
member is on track to meet 
those objectives.

It was noted that the pur-
pose of the review, as envis-
aged at the time of the incep-
tion of the instrument, was to 
determine whether the PMB 
remains a valuable addition 
to the Fund’s toolkit.

“The PMB plays an impor-
tant niche role in the toolkit 
supporting members in cir-
cumscribed circumstances,” 
the statement affirms.

Since its inception, three 
members namely Malawi, 
Ukraine and South Sudan, 
have implemented PMBs.

Given the limited number 
of cases, further experience 
would be needed to draw 

International Monetary Fund Headquarters. Photo: Brooks Kraft / Getty Images

channel remains the most 
used in terms of volume of 
transactions in making pay-
ment, there has been a grow-
ing trend towards other chan-
nels such as point-of-sale 
(POS) machines and mobile 
banking.

The advantages of a cash-
less economy including less 
crime, less hassle for manag-
ing currency and easy finds 
transfer, 

On the other hand, the 
disadvantages of a cashless 
economy are less privacy, 
greater exposure to hacking, 
technological dependency, 
and more.

According to Kasole, the 
central bank introduced two 
payment systems for large 
(above 20mn/-) and small 
value (below 20mn/-), which 
facilitate digital real time pay-
ments transactions for institu-
tions and individual respec-

tively.
The central bank is man-

aging the Tanzania Instant 
Payment System (TIPS) a pay-
ment system that allows users 
to send and receive money in 
real time using their mobile 
phones or bank accounts.

Kasole said TIPS is inte-
grated system which does 
not require services provider 
to pass through aggregator 
(third party). Users can reg-
ister on the system through a 
USSD code or an application 
and search for the name of the 
recipient in the system.

The system has therefore in-
creased financial inclusion by 
improving access and usage 
of financial services through 
promoting the interoperabil-
ity of digital financial services 
amongst all Payment Service 
Providers in the country.

Other systems include Tan-
zania Instant Settlement Sys-

tem (TISS) and Tanzania Auto-
mated Clearing House (TACH).

On East African region’s 
cross border digital financial 
services, Tanzania, through 
the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) is 
also integrated into East Afri-
can Payment System (EAPS), 
which allows Tanzanians to 
make payment or transfer 
funds to other EAC member 
countries without using third 
party.

The systems operates on 
a real time gross settlement 
basis by utilizing the linkage 
between the various Partner 
States’ Real Time Gross Set-
tlement (RTGS) systems using 
SWIFT (Society for World-
wide Interbank Financial Tel-
ecommunication) messaging 
network for safe and secure 
delivery of payment and set-
tlement messages to each 
other. 

EAPS has therefore in-

more definitive conclusions 
in terms of the usefulness of 
the PMB vis-à-vis alternative 
instruments and a more par-
simonious Fund toolkit.

In this context, the Execu-
tive Board decided to keep the 
PMB in the Fund’s toolkit. The 
instrument will be expected 
to be reviewed in three years.

IMF is of the view that the 
PMB can complement the 
Fund’s toolkit in well-circum-

scribed circumstances, while 
noting that the limited num-
ber of cases thus far prevent-
ed drawing firm conclusions.

“They agreed that the Staff-
Monitored Program (SMP) 
should continue to be the 
Fund’s primary instrument 
to build or rebuild a track 
record of policy implementa-
tion toward a Fund arrange-
ment that supports an Upper 
Credit Tranche (UCT)-quality 

program,” its reads.
According to the statement, 

directors acknowledged the 
potential benefits of limited 
Executive Board involvement 
through the PMB, including 
enhancing donor coordina-
tion, catalyzing additional fi-
nancial support including in 
low-income, fragile, and con-
flict-affected countries, creat-
ing an additional safeguard in 
cases of elevated emergency 

financing exposure, reflecting 
the Board’s views on policies 
at an earlier stage, and there-
by facilitating the transition to 
UCT-quality programs. They 
positively noted the experi-
ences of Ukraine and Malawi 
in this regard.

However, given the limited 
set of countries that have 
used the PMB, directors em-
phasized that it is too soon to 
accurately gauge the pros and 
cons of PMBs, and that further 
experience would be needed 
to draw more definitive con-
clusions on the usefulness of 
the PMB vis-à-vis alternative 
instruments. A few directors 
were skeptical about the mer-
its of the PMB relative to the 
regular SMP.

Furthermore, the stamen 
has that directors stressed 
that access to the PMB should 
continue to be limited to the 
two use criteria to prevent 
encroachment on the use of 
SMPs. Where the PMB-use cri-
teria are met, the PMB should 
continue to be encouraged, 
but the ultimate choice be-
tween a PMB or a regular SMP 
should remain voluntary and 
continue to rest with the re-
questing member.

Directors reiterated the 
importance of mitigating po-
tential challenges associated 
with the implementation of 
PMB policy, particularly, po-
tentially blurring the lines 
between Board endorsed pro-
grams and SMPs.

They also underscored 
the importance of mitigat-
ing these risks by maintain-
ing effective communication 
regarding the nature and 
purpose of the PMB, and en-
couraged the next review 
to include an assessment of 
risks and challenges that may 
emerge with more experience 
with the PMB.

In order to avoid diluting 
the strength of the signaling 
effect of the Board endorse-
ment of UCT-quality pro-
grams, it would be critical 
to communicate clearly that 
responsibility for PMBs rests 
with staff and management, 
and the Board has limited in-
volvement and does not en-
dorse a PMB.

The board agreed to have 
the review in three years once 
more experience is gained, 
while a number of Directors 
were open to an earlier re-
view if warranted.
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VP: Solve Handeni 
fruit market hurdle

 By Guardian Reporter

VICE President Dr Phillip 
Mpango has directed the min-
istry of Industry and Trade to 
work with regional authorities to 
address market challenges fac-
ing fruit producers in Tanga.

Addressing residents of Ka-
buku township in Handeni Dis-
trict, Tanga Region during his 
working tour of the region, he di-
rected authorities to determine 
the quantity of fruits produced 
in the area annually.

He directed the deputy minis-
ter to liaise with large scale fruit 

processing industries (notice-
ably Bakhresa and Jambo Prod-
ucts) to find ways of using fruits 
produced in the area.

Appealing to the residents to 
intensify efforts in environmen-
tal protection to reduce climate 
change challenges, he said ex-
cessive temperature and rainfall 
due to climate change had led 
to extensive damage of infra-
structure and the outbreak of 
diseases.

He said it is important for 
Tanzanians to realise that envi-
ronmental conservation is eve-
ryone’s responsibility, thus the 

need to stop careless cutting of 
trees, burning forests and take 
up planting trees as a habit,.

Kabuku residents need to en-
sure that they focus on educa-
tion for children in order to have 
an educated generation for their 
own benefit and the nation at 
large, he said.

Water minister Jumaa Aweso 
said that 25bn/- has been dis-
bursed for a water project for 
Segera and Kabuku townships 
to end water woes facing the two 
areas.

The project is likely to take 
all of this year to finish and the 

AN aerial view of a section of the completed Dar es Salaam-Morogoro stretch of the 
Standard Gauge Railway, as captured yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma World Bank 

offers SGR, 
central line
credit cover 

Zanzibar for inclusive, modern tourism sector

 By Guardian Reporter

THE World Bank has expressed 
interest in issuing loans for 
the construction of the ongo-

ing standard gauge railway project and 
renovation of the traditional central line 
or metre-gauge railway (SGR), due to the 
sector’s importance to the country’s de-
velopment.

Nathan Belete, the World Bank coun-
try director, made the pledge in a liaison 
meeting with Finance minister Dr Mwig-
ulu Nchemba, Works minister Innocent 
Bashungwa and Mohamed Mchenger-
wa, the Regional Administration and 
Local Governments state minister in the 
President’s Office (PO-RALG) in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday.

Affirming that the bank is a major 
stakeholder in the country’s develop-
ment, underlining that the bank sees it 
as vital to participate in the two railway 
projects, as the country’s biggest prior-
ity at the moment is SGR construction.

A World Bank team of experts and top 
project officials are meeting to process 
the needs of the projects so that the 
bank can provide funds to that effect, 

he said.
This will enable the country to fulfil 

its goals of completing the vital railways 
infrastructure, he said, affirming that 
SGR completion and improvement of 
the traditional line will stimulate the 
economy by calibrated transportation 
of passengers and goods.
Govt team leader Dr Nchemba 
thanked the World Bank for 
its willingness to support SGR 
construction and rehabilitation of the 
central railway line.

The meeting also discussed ways of 
obtaining emergency funds for improv-
ing road networks extensively damaged 
by the rains, along with pushing forward 
the Dar Rapid Transit (DART) project.

Treasury permanent secretary Dr 
Natu El-Maamry Mwamba, deputy 
permanent secretary Amina Khamis 
Shaaban, PO-RALG deputy permanent 
secretary for infrastructure Rogatus 
Mativila, top officials of the Tanzania 
Railways Corporation (TRC), the Tanza-
nia National Roads Agency (Tanroads), 
the Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads 
Agency (TARURA) and DART were also 
in attendance.

 By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE ZANZIBAR government is devoted 
to promoting inclusive and sustainable de-
velopment in the tourism industry while 
supporting small and large investors taking 
a stake in the sector.

Mudrick Ramadhan Soraga, the Tourism 
and Heritage minister, made this affirma-
tion at the two-day tourism sector summit 
organized by the Zanzibar Association of 
Tourism Investors (ZATI) and Kili Fair, with 

Exim Bank (T) as the main sponsor.
Gracing the meeting, President Dr Hus-

sein Mwinyi urged Zanzibaris to seize the 
various tourism opportunities available 
in order to benefit from the government’s 
on-going investments in promoting and im-
proving the sector.

“To reaffirm this commitment, we re-
cently passed the new Investment Act of 
2024, which provides numerous incentives 
in the tourism sector and other areas. The 
Act ensures that investors in various sec-

tors, including tourism, are well protected 
and also offers various tax incentives,” he 
stated.

He affirmed that the government is de-
termined to enhance infrastructure such as 
roads, electricity, water and airports to cre-
ate an environment that fosters the growth 
of the tourism industry.

For the government’s efforts to yield 
results; citizens must take advantage of 
opportunities created to improve their 
well-being, he said, while Exim Bank chief 

executive officer Jaffari Matundu expressed 
readiness to serve local and international 
stakeholders in the tourism sector.

The focus would be how investors’ efforts 
are in alignment with the government’s ef-
forts to accelerate growth in this vital indus-
try, he said, noting that in response to gov-
ernment initiatives to develop tourism, the 
bank has increased its investment in 
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contractor is already on site, he 
said, urging the contractor to ex-
pedite the work.

Any bottlenecks can be solved 
by ensuring a good working rela-
tionship wi9th local government 
officials as construction work 
proceeds, he said.

Deogratius Ndejembi, the Re-
gional Administration and-Local 
Governments deputy minister in 
the President’s Office (PO-RALG) 
said the Tanzania Rural and Ur-
ban Roads Agency (TARURA) 
has received 30bn/- to address 
various road infrastructure chal-
lenges countrywide.

The Sindeni - Kwedikazo road, 
37.7 kilometers long is the key 
project for Handeni District, he 
said, elaborating that TARURA is 
urgently working to ensure that 
the roads damaged by heavy 
rains are repaired.

Traffic police 
getting set for 
digital vehicle 
inspections
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Traffic police gets 
set for digitalised 
vehicle inspections

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango, who is on a tour of Tanga Region, addresses a rally at Kabuku in Handeni District yesterday. Photo: VPO

JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa’s unem-
ployment rate, already the 
highest in the world, rose 
to 32.1% in the fourth quar-
ter of 2023, according to 
official government figures 
released on Tuesday.

The Quarterly Labor 
Force Survey reported 
that the number of unem-
ployed working-age people 
in South Africa rose to 7.9 

million after 46,000 more 
became unemployed in the 
last three months of 2023, 
increasing from 31.9%.

The news is a blow to 
the ruling African National 
Congress party as it faces 
its steepest election test 
ever in a few months. The 
desperately high unem-
ployment rate is a key voter 
issue.

Unemployment among 
those aged 15-24 was 59.4% 

at the end of last year as 
Africa’s most advanced 
economy continued to 
struggle to create jobs for 
young people entering the 
workforce.

The ANC has been in 
government since the end 
of the apartheid system 
of white minority rule in 
1994 but has seen its sup-
port gradually wane over 
the last 30 years, largely 
because of its failure to 

deliver jobs, housing and 
services to millions of poor 
people.

Several polls predict the 
ANC may dip below 50% 
of the vote in this year’s 
national election, which 
would be a landmark mo-
ment in South African 
politics. If the ANC loses its 
majority, it would need to 
go into coalition to remain 
in government and keep 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 

in office for a second and 
final five-year term.

A coalition has never 
happened on a national 
level in South Africa and it 
would end the dominance 
of the party once led by 
Nelson Mandela. The warn-
ing signs for the ANC came 
in local elections in 2021 
when the party received 
less than 50% in a vote for 
the first time.

South Africa’s main op-

position party, the Demo-
cratic Alliance, is exploring 
the possibility of its own 
coalition agreement with 
numerous other smaller 
parties, hoping it might 
force the ANC out of gov-
ernment completely.

The date of this year’s 
election has not yet been 
announced. It’s expected 
to take place between May 
and August.

Pressure mounts on South Africa’s ANC as  unemployment rises again ahead of election

providing financial services 
tailored to the specific needs of 
stakeholders in the sector.

This will help specific inves-
tors pick up loans for operat-
ing capital to help them benefit 
from government efforts to en-
hance service delivery and in-
clusion in the industry, the CEO 

explained.
“Our primary sponsorship 

of this summit for the second 
consecutive time is a clear dem-
onstration of our commitment. 
Through our collaboration with 
ZATI, we have been able to pro-
vide financial solutions to its 
members.

This cooperation underscores 
Exim Bank’s ongoing support 

for key sectors of the economy, 
particularly Zanzibar’s tourism 
sector,” he elaborated.

Through a combination of 
technology and expertise, the 
bank offers various services 
that have positively impacted 
various tourism stakeholders, 
including women and youth en-
trepreneurs, he said.

“Our commitment to provid-

ing competitive rates in foreign 
exchange services ensures our 
customers receive quality ser-
vice without obstacles. Further-
more, our efforts in providing 
loans to boost the capital of 
tourism stakeholders have led 
to increased productivity, ben-
efiting not only the stakeholders 
but also the bank,” he asserted.

ZATI chairperson Rahim Bha-

loo noted that the event was a 
successful event, attracting over 
600 stakeholders being held for 
the second time, bringing to-
gether various stakeholders like 
service providers and users.

The key objective is to ex-
pand Zanzibar’s presence in the 
international tourism arena, he 
added.

Zanzibar for inclusive, modern tourism sector

Dr Saada Mkuya Salum, Minister of State in the Zanzibar President’s Office (Finance and Planning), contributes to debate in the Zanzibar House of Representatives yesterday. Photo: 
Rahma Suleiman

FROM PAGE 1

 

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

KENYAN-LISTED electricity generating 
company KenGen will soon sign a contract to 
drill three exploratory wells in Tanzania, as the 
country seeks to plug into geothermal energy.

KenGen Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Peter Njenga said within the next 
one month, the company should have kicked 
off operations in Tanzania, a move aimed at 
cementing its revenue diversification through 
venturing into markets outside Kenya.

KenGen started drilling its first well in 
Djibouti in November 2021 following the 
securing of a ($4.9 million) contract in February 
that year. In the same year, the Kenyan firm 
bagged contracts for the drilling of wells and 
consultancy in Ethiopia.

 One of the things we are doing is aggressive 
diversification in looking at outward markets. 
We are in Ethiopia; we are in Djibouti.

 Malawi has visited us and they are interested 
in us helping them explore their geothermal. 
We also have Tanzania, Zambia and Rwanda.

Tanzania is now exploring its geothermal 
capacity and it is a small project which we 
intend to be done within three months,” Njenga 
told the media.

 Njenga said the regional foray is expected to 
bolster the company’s performance with the 
target of closing the full year ending June 2024 
($55.2 million) in net earnings, a 59.5 percent 
increase from the Ksh5 billion ($34.5 million) 
reported at the close of June 2023.

“What we are looking at is to make sure that 
we increase our profits. Looking at our asset 
base which is at around ($3.5 billion), we expect 
actually to be making well above Ksh10 billion 
($69 million) as profit every year,” Njenga said.

KenGen set 
for drilling of  
geothermal 
wells in 
Tanzania

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

DIGITAL vehicle inspection is soon taking off, traf-
fic police commander DCP Ramadhan Ng’anzi has de-
clared.

Addressing police officers at a road safety training 
here yesterday, he said that modern cars have digital 
equipment and the police must keep pace with the 
technology.

That is vital to actually ensure that vehicles, especial-
ly passenger carriers, are regularly examined to be al-
lowed on the roads, he said, to an audience of vehicle in-
spectors and heads of traffic units from various regions.

They were being exposed to tailor-made auxiliary 
road safety training organized by the Arusha Technical 
College (ATC), the only vocational training institution to 
operate a computerised vehicle diagnosis laboratory.

ATC specialises in mechanical training, with a vehicle 
repairing workshops and a driving school. It is seen to 
far ahead in this field, focusing on the future of motor-
ing, which has inspired the traffic police department to 
emulate this innovation, the commander maintained.

He was persuaded that the days of relying on the na-
ked eye to determine vehicle roadworthiness are over, 
thus digital scanning and quick analysis of data on com-
puters, the current advanced technology in automobile 
inspection must be taken up.

Prof. Musa Chacha, the ATC principal, said their 
studies assert that more than 70 percent of road acci-
dents countrywide are caused by drivers, asserting that 
the reason is that most drivers are ignorant of vehicle 
mechanisms.

“Some drivers do not take warning lights seriously 
nor recognise abnormal cautioning lights or seek peri-
odic inspections and maintenance of their vehicles,” he 
stated.

David Mtunguja, the vehicle department head, said 
the training covered topics like automobile mainte-
nance, modern driving skills and the provision of first 
aid and rescue services for passenger vehicles.

The college provides specialised traffic training 
courses including VIP chauffeuring, tour vehicles driv-
ing, handling dignitary vehicles, he said, hinting that the 
college will soon launch an international driving skills 
course.

DCP Fresser Kashai, the traffic police supervisor, in his 
remarks, said the digital adaptation programme boils 
down to reinforcing safety on national roads, reducing 
incidents of motor vehicle accidents countrywide.
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Doctors pictured in Kahama Urban District, Shinyanga Region, on Tuesday performing voluntary male medical 
circumcision on residents of the area from a mobile van. This constituted part of a two-day media tour of activities 
carried out under the five-year Afya Hatua project jointly implemented by Afya Plus and a second NGO, Tanzania 
Health Promotion Support.. Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke 

 By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government has asked the 
African Society of Association Ex-
ecutives (AFSAE) -Tanzania chapter 
to help boost conference tourism by 
attracting more regional and inter-
national meetings.

Amb. Mindi Kasiga, director of 
government communication unit 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and East African Cooperation made 
the request in Dar es Salaam yester-
day while opening a two-day sec-
ond Tanzania Association Training 
Workshop.

She said the workshop organized 
in collaboration between   Arusha 
International Conference Centre 
(AICC) and the Julius Nyerere Inter-
national Convention Centre ( JNICC) 
aimed at building capacity to par-
ticipants on conference tourism.

She said the workshop also aimed 

at giving participants skills on how 
to network at local, regional and 
internationally levels and how to 
manage the associations.

Kasiga said that conference tour-
ism is part of diplomacy tourism 
that the government has already 
embarked on promoting as a source 
of revenue.

She said that conference tourism 
has countless benefits, adding that 
unlike traditional holiday tourism, 
it is not seasonal.

She said people travel for work 
both in summer and winter alike 
which creates a market that re-
volves around trade fairs and con-
ferences.

“We as custodian of economic 
diplomacy, we call on AFSAE to 
ensure whatever success comes, 
including preparing for the interna-
tional conferences, has to come in 
Tanzania first,” she said.

Jeffers Miruka, AFSAE founder 
and president said the aim of the 
workshop was to build capacity of 
members to ensure that more inter-
national conferences take place in 
the country.

Miruka said without knowledge, it 
will not be easy for them to accom-
plish the task of attracting confer-
ences because it is all about compe-
tition.

He said members must know how 
to bid and lobby against the giants 
and well-experienced chapters.

He said similar workshops had 
been conducted in Rwanda, Ugan-
da, Kenya and South Africa, adding 
that it was a new emerging business 
in Africa.

“We must ensure our executives 
are well prepared on what they do 
and ensure that the agenda is well 
known and they get prepared for 
it,” he said.

Conference tourism experts 
asked to bring more meetings 

 By Correspondent Emmanuel On-

yango

 TWAWEZA has released 
a new report on the general 
trend of media landscape 
showing that “despite hav-
ing new legislations its prac-
titioners are still faced with 
a myriad of challenges while 
executing their noble duties in 
Tanzania.”

This is part of the findings 
of a Twaweza brief entitled 
‘Sauti za Waandishi’ (Voices of 
Journalists), a survey of Tanza-
nian media practitioners that 
involved 1,202 practicing jour-
nalists, editors and bloggers 
working in the country.

Among the findings which 

the organization released ear-
ly this week in Dar es Salaam 
states that: “Journalists have 
pointed an accusing finger at 
government officials whom 
they accuse as the main source 
of threats to their work.”

While presenting the re-
port, Twaweza executive di-
rector Aidan Eyakuze said 
that: “Most journalists inter-
viewed revealed their feelings 
that media in Tanzania does 
not have a lot of freedom to 
enable them operate indepen-
dently so as to make a decent 
living like other profession-
als.”

A three-month research 
that was carried between Sep-
tember and November 2023 
was conducted through one-

on-one interviews as well as 
telephone interviews and in-
volved a panel of researchers 
picked from various media 
societies.

These were the Union of 
Tanzania Press Clubs, Tanza-
nia Media Women’s Associa-
tion, Media Institute of South-
ern Africa-Tanzania and Jamii 
Forums. 

According to the study, jour-
nalists’ experiences of risk are 
widespread and when inter-
viewed half of them confirmed 
to researchers that they had 
been threatened, harassed or 
assaulted and sometimes de-
tailed by the law enforcers on 
orders of high authorities.

Similar number of women 
journalists who were inter-

viewed said that “they are 
not always treated fairly com-
pared to their male counter-
parts and had experienced 
sexual harassment or abuse 
and had working equipment 
or materials seized from 
them.”

Other findings are related to 
personal gains for journalists 
in Tanzania which is seen to 
be alarming as most have less 
permanent forms of employ-
ment, hence do not receive 
employment benefits such as 
insurance and paid leave. 

Two out of 10 who were in-
terviewed described their em-
ployment status as permanent 
compared to six out of 10 who 
said it’s temporary while oth-
ers said it was occasional, an 

aspect that is hard to make a 
decent living from journalism 
profession.

According to the research-
ers, some members of the 
press have gone as far as per-
suading their children not to 
join the profession, knowing 
well that it has a dark future.

In recent years, Tanza-
nian media landscape has 
witnessed some challenges, 
including mysterious disap-
pearance of Azory Gwanda, 
a journalist who worked for 
Mwananchi Communications 
Limited who went missing 
from his work station in Rufiji 
District, Coast Region in mid-
2016 and his whereabouts is 
still unknown.

Survey: Journalists still face challenges despite reforms

Tanzania
PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

In accordance with Non-Governmental Organizations (Amendment) Regulation, 
2018, Touch Foundation Tanzania is pleased to publish its financial statements 
and funding status for the six month period ending September 30, 2023. All 
funding has been provided by Touch Foundation, Inc. (a US-based NGO) except 
where otherwise noted. 

FY2023

For the 6 Month Period 
Ended: 30 Sept 2023

Revenue
Contributions 2,550,438                        
Grand Challenges Canada 514,218                            
Other Revenues 10,748                             

Total Revenue 3,075,404                      

Expenditures
Personnel 587,356                           
Grants 445,490                          
Construction -                                  
Equipment 97,725                             
Professional Services 217,353                            
Travel 380,030                          
Other Program Costs 1,347,449                        

Total Expenditures 3,075,404                      

Net Income -                                 

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive 
Income (numbers shown in '000 TZS)

FY2023

For the 6 Month Period 
Ended: 30 Sept 2023

Assets
Cash and Equivalents 147,368                               
Receivables 108,460                               
Prepaid Expenses and Insurance -                                     
Other Assets 191,020                               

Total Assets 446,849                             

Liabilities
Accounts and Grants Payable 48,584                                
Accrued Liabilities 55,153                                 
Refundable Advances 343,112                                

Total Liabilities 446,849                             

Equity
-                                     

Total Equity -                                     

Total Liabilities and Equity 446,849                             

Statement of Financial Position  (numbers shown in '000 
TZS)

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

AT LEAST 101,500 
smallholder coffee farm-
ers and 18,000 artisan 
and small-scale gold min-
ers in the country are set 
to benefit from a capac-
ity building programme 
worth 11bn/- launched 
here yesterday.

The Pathways to Pros-
perity Coffee Programme 
is a seven-year (2023-
2029) project that intends 
to reach 101,500 small 
holder coffee farmers, 30 
percent women and 10 
percent youth in Mbeya, 
Songwe and Ruvuma Re-
gions.

It is implemented by 
Solidaridad, an interna-
tional network organiza-
tion working in Tanzania.

The programme aims 
at building capacity of 
smallholder coffee farm-
ers to have an opportu-
nity to participate in eco-
nomically viable value 
chains by increasing their 
productivity through the 
adoption of good agri-
cultural practices for in-
creased income.

It aims to help farmers 
produce high quality cof-
fee, strengthen the lead-
ership and governance of 
50 cooperatives as well 
as 200 others indirectly 
and provide a platform 
for cooperatives to link 
and interact with 500 ser-
vice providers to establish 
long term relations.

Speaking during the 
launch of the programme, 
managing director of Soli-
daridad East and Central 
Africa Rachel Wanyoike 
said that some of the ex-
pected outcomes in 2029 
include viable and resil-
ient production systems 
through diversification 
and capacity enhance-
ment.

“The programme will 
be focused on ensuring 
smallholder farmers have 
a strengthened capacity 
to increase their coffee 
productivity, quality and 
increase their resilience 
to climate change” she 
said.

She added that the pro-
gramme will also ensure 
inclusive service delivery 
with sustainable access 
to relevant technology, 
inputs, production and 
services tailored to the 
needs of farmers, min-
ers, processors and agri-
entrepreneurs.

On the other hand, 
Pathways to Prosperity 
Gold Project is to achieve 
a thriving artisan and 
small scale gold mining 
sector that is economi-

cally profitable, socially respon-
sible and environmentally sound 
by 2029. It is to be implemented in 
Geita and Shinyanga regions, tar-
geting 9,000 direct beneficiaries 
and other 9,000 indirect ones, 30 
percent being women and 15 per-
cent youth.

Winifrida Kanwa, Tanzania pro-
ject manager-gold at Solidaridad 
Eastern and Central Africa told the 
meeting that the project will ad-
dress challenges facing artisan and 
small scale gold miners.

She said that while gold mining 
sector is a source of livelihood for 
over 1.5 million people in the coun-
try, it is however, largely informal 
and faces major issues such as vul-
nerable production systems, lack 
of  access to services and inputs.

Initiative worth 11bn/- targeting 
coffee farmers, artisanal miners  
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 By Guardian Correspondent, 

Arusha

 PRESIDENT Samia Su-
luhu Hassan is next week 
scheduled to launch tax 
and investment forum or-
ganised by the Ministry 
of Finance ahead of the 
2024/2025 National Budg-
et.

 Speaking at a press con-
ference here yesterday, 
Deputy Permanent Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Fi-
nance Elijah Mwandumbya 
said the forum is aimed at 
receiving views and recom-
mendations from the stake-
holders.

 He said the forum will be 
held at the Julius Nyerere 
International Convention 
Centre ( JNICC) in Dar es 
Salaam whereby more than 

1,000 people are expected 
to attend, including envoys, 
businesspeople and other 
groups.

 He said some of the ob-
jectives of the platform are 
to look at the future of tax 
payment, the state of the 
economy and integrated 
economy and how to ena-
ble new businesses to grow.

 “Until now, we have gone 
to various regions in the 
country to collect opinions 
of stakeholders and the 
general public,” he said.

 According to 
Mwandumbya, since 
the establishment of 
the platform, they have 
achieved various successes, 
including enhanced 
revenue collection whereby 
for the period from July 
to December last year, the 
government recorded an 

increase in revenue by 
12 percent while for the 
period of December alone 
the government collected 
3trn/-.

 He said despite the 
successes, there are still 
new challenges emerging, 
saying the ministry was 
now looking for solutions 
in time as part of their 
responsibilities to increase 
efficiency.

 “We are currently in the 
period of improvements to 
develop national economy 
to ensure that we reach 
seven percent economic 
growth,” he said.

 He said that the govern-
ment has expanded tax 
base by registering busi-
ness people with a capi-
tal of 200m/- in the value 
added tax (VAT) payment 
system.

Samia to launch 
tax, investment 
meeting in Dar 

Members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Energy and Minerals have a fuirst-hand view of evidence of environmental 
protection initiatives while on an inspection tour of Barrick North Mara Mine yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

 By Guardian Correspondent, Tarime

THE Parliamentary Committee on 
Energy and Minerals has commend-
ed North Mara Gold Mine in Tarime 
District, Mara Region for investing 
in productive areas and supporting 
surrounding communities through 
its Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR).

The committee also hailed the 
mine for developing better relations 
with the people living in the areas sur-

rounding it.
Committee chairman Dr David 

Mathayo made the remarks yester-
day here when he led the committee 
members who visited the mine to see 
its operations.

During the visit, committee mem-
bers were briefed about the mine’s 
operations and implementation of 
community projects and the use 
of CSR funds in villages around the 
mine.

Some of the implemented projects 

include construction of Matongo Sec-
ondary School, execution of Nyan-
goto water project and Matongo agri-
business project.

Dr Mathayo applauded the mine for 
transforming the area within a short 
period of time. 

“As MPs we are very happy with 
what we are seeing now. I urge you 
to continue doing so for the benefit 
of the people and the environment 
around you,” he said.

He commended Barrick Gold Cor-

poration for being one of the best tax-
payers in Tanzania dividends it gives 
to the government which contribute 
to socio-economic development.

“I understand that you’ve been 
spending a lot of money to finance 
community projects through your 
CSR,” he said.

Deputy Minister for Minerals Ste-
ven Kiruswa asked stakeholders in 
mining sector to comply with the laws 
and regulations set by the govern-
ment, including distribution of CSR 

funds and active involvement of Tan-
zanians in the mineral value chain.

He also praised the company for 
operating its mines with transpar-
ency and contributing to the national 
income through taxes, along with 
bringing development to the people 
through CSR.

Melkiory Ngido, Barrick Tanzania 
Country Manager assured MPs that 
the mine will conduct its activities in 
accordance with the laws and regula-
tions governing the sector.

Committee impressed by miner’s CSR programme 
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Pastor Erica Mwakyolile, a member of the Peace and Reconciliation Committee in Mbeya Region, plants a tree 
outside the Mbeya Regional Commissioner’s Office when launching Peace and Reconciliation Week. Photo: Cor-
respondent Nebart Msokwa 

 MOSCOW 

RUSSIA’S agriculture minister said 
late on Tuesday that Moscow had 
completed its initiative of shipping 
200,000 metric tonnes of free grain 
to six African countries, as promised 
by President Vladimir Putin in July 
last year.

Russia shipped 50,000 tonnes 
each to Somalia and the Central Af-
rican Republic and 25,000 tonnes 
each to Mali, Burkina Faso, Zimba-
bwe and Eritrea, Agriculture Min-
ister Dmitry Patrushev told Putin 
during a meeting, according to tran-

script on the Kremlin’s website.
Putin had promised to deliver free 

grain to the six countries at a sum-
mit with African leaders in July, soon 
after Moscow withdrew from a deal 
that had allowed Ukraine to ship 
grain from its Black Sea ports de-
spite the war Russia has been wag-
ing.

The deal, known as the Black Sea 
grain initiative, had helped lower 
prices on the global market. But Pu-
tin argued it was failing to get sup-
plies to the countries in most urgent 
need.

“After the Russia-Africa summit, 

we have been maintaining relations 
(with African countries and building 
cooperation,” Patrushev told Putin. 
“As a result, we were able to deliver 
this volume of wheat to these coun-
tries quite quickly.”

He also told Putin that Russia ex-
pects to export up to 70 million met-
ric tonnes of grain in the 2023-2024 
agricultural year. In the previous 
season, Russia shipped 66 million 
tonnes worth almost $16.5 billion, he 
added.

The 2023-2024 agricultural year 
started July 1, 2023, and lasts until 
June 30, 2024.

Six African countries to 
get free grain from Russia

PUBLIC AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT
VICTORIA FINANCE PLC WISHES TO ANNOUNCE TO THE PUBLIC THAT 
WITH THE AUTHORISATION IT GIVES TO THE APPOINTED AUCTIONEER 
INTENDS TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION THE SECURITY OF CHRONIC 
DEFAULTER AS DESCRIBED BELOW;

All auctions shall be held at the appropriate location on the time and day 
on which they shall be broadcast through brochures and advertising 
vehicles subject to permission from the relevant agencies of the 
Government.

AUCTION TERMS;
• 25% of the price will be paid on the day of the auction and the 

remaining 75% will be paid within a fourteen days. 
• Failing to do so will result in the auction being repeated and the 

money paid will not be returned.
• The costs of transferring the owner and changing ownership will be 

done by the buyer.
• The guarantee will be sold as it is.

\S NO CREDITOR'S NAME BAIL TYPE AND PART OF 
THE GUARANTEE AUCTIONEER DATE 

1 HASSAN JUMA MRISHO HOUSE SALES AGREEMENT 
– DAKAWA J&J RECOVERIES 06/03/2024 

      

2 SWEDY KHAMIS SWEDY HOUSE SALES AGREEMENT 
–PUGU MWAKANGA 

LEHAREL GROUP 
OF COMPANY LTD 13/03/2024 

3 
MODESTUS IBRAHIM 
MLELEU/MODESTUS 
IBRAHIM MELEO 

HOUSE 
RESIDENTIAL 
LICENCE-MBAGALA 
KIBURUGWA 

LEHAREL GROUP 
OF COMPANY LTD 13/03/2024 

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION 

RFQ Title: Procurement of Sports Materials
RFQ Number: 2024-PACT/02/02
Date of Solicitation: February 22, 2024
Closing Date and Time: March 6, 2024, 11:00 am (Dar es Salaam, Tanzania)
Questions and Clarifications: Due by March 4, 2024
Estimated Delivery/ Performance Date: April 19, 2024

Introduction to Pact and ACHIEVE Project
Pact is an international nonprofit that works in nearly 40 countries, building solutions for human development that are evidence-based, data-driven, and owned by 
the communities we serve. Founded in 1971, Pact works with partners to build resilience, improve accountability, and strengthen knowledge and skills for sustainable 
social impact. Since 2001, we have been working in Tanzania to help people and communities build their own capacity to generate income, improve access to quality 
health services, and gain lasting benefit from the sustainable use of natural resources around them to benefit future generations. For more about Pact, visit 
www.pactworld.org

ACHIEVE is a seven-year (2019-2026) USAID-funded global project whose primary goal is to reach and sustain HIV epidemic control among pregnant and 
breastfeeding women, adolescents, infants, and children. To reach this goal, ACHIEVE supports OVC and DREAMS service delivery, provides technical assistance to 
strengthen social welfare systems, and supports capacity development for local partners to sustain services at the community level. In 2023, USAID added global 
health security to the project's scope of work. ACHIEVE is implemented by Pact in partnership with Jhpiego, Palladium, No Means No Worldwide, and WI-HER. 
ACHIEVE's countries of implementation include Burundi, the Dominican Republic, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, South Sudan, Tanzania, and Zambia. To 
learn more about ACHIEVE, visit www.pactworld.org/achieve 

Overall Objective
The overall objective of this assignment is to supply branded sports materials for adolescent boys aged 10 - 14 and their coaches in the five (5) councils implementing 
Coaching Boys into Men (CBIM) intervention. The sports materials to be supplied include footballs, football jerseys for two teams per school, goalkeeper jerseys, 
coaches' tracksuits, and coaches' exercise shoes, as per specifications presented in the table below.

Sports Material Specifications

Delivery Point/Distribution Plan

Scope of Work
The specific scope of work includes but not be limited to the following:

a. Submit sample Sports materials to Pact's procurement department for review before branding (samples should be submitted for all designs, sizes, and 
colors).

b. Communicate with Pact of any discrepancy from the approved sample before branding.
c. Actual quantities to be supplied will be shared with the awarded vendor before issuance of LPO.
d. Deliver Sports materials as per the distribution list below
e. Submit proof of delivery of CBIM sports materials to Pact.

Interested vendors should download the full Terms of Reference (ToR) through https://www.pactworld.org/country/tanzania/procurement     
All questions and requests for clarification should be directed to ProcurementTZ@pactworld.org with the subject line "Request for Clarification: Supply of Sports 
materials" before COB March 4, 2024. 

Eligibility
To be considered for the award, vendors must currently be legally operating in Tanzania, and the quotation must include all the following information:

• Ability to meet or exceed the outlined requirements/technical specifications.
• Prompt delivery of the specified items/services on or before the required date(s).

Submission Instructions
The following information is to be included by a vendor in the proposal:

• Draft the inception report detailing the methodology for supplying branded sports materials, including a tentative work plan before March 6, 2024.
• Joint Venture (JV) Agreement (If Applicable)
• Patent Registration Certificates (If Applicable)
• Quote, valid for at least 60 days
• The Company Profile must be Attached.
• Evidence of Contracts/PO/Awards: Minimum of 2 contracts of similar value, nature, and complexity implemented over the last three years.
• List at least two (2) names and addresses of the client served.  
• Copies of registration, Certificate of Registration or Certificate of Incorporation Valid and relevant Business License, TIN Certificate, VAT Certificate, TAX 

Clearance, and Certificate Issued in 2023 (relevant to the scope).
• Item's specifications are fully addressed in the quotation.
• Certificate or letter of No-Litigation signed and signed by the Advocate of Court of law.
• Latest Audited Financial Statements for the last 2 years and last 6 months certified bank statement.
• Delivery time must be specified.
• Payment terms are 100% after delivery.

Interested bidders should submit their bids to Pact Tanzania via physical address below: - 
The Tender Committee, 
Pact Tanzania, 
Plot No. 1486, Masasani Peninsula (Masaki Area)
P. O. Box 6348,  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

Note: 
1. Pact will open all bids on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, at 11.30 am in the presence of Bidder's Representatives who choose to attend. 
2. Quotes must be in Tanzanian Shilling and must include taxes separately.  
3. Proposals must be submitted physically to Pact offices in Dar es Salaam. 
4. Quotations received after that time or at a different address may not be accepted.
5. As mentioned above, all quotations and delivery dates shall be valid for at least 60 days following submission.

Terms and Conditions - Disclaimers
i. Late or incomplete bids will not be accepted.
ii. Pact reserves the right to modify the terms of this solicitation by written notice at any time at its sole discretion. 
iii. Pact may cancel the solicitation at any time.
iv. Pact may reject any or all proposals received.
v. Issuance of solicitation does not constitute award commitment by Pact.
vi. Pact reserves the right to disqualify any quotation based on the vendor's failure to follow solicitation instructions.
vii. Pact will not compensate vendors for their response to the solicitation.
viii. Pact reserves the right to issue an award based on the initial evaluation of applications without further discussion.
ix. Pact may choose to award only part of the scope of work in the solicitation or to issue multiple awards of the scope of work.
x. Pact reserves the right to waive minor proposal deficiencies that can be corrected before award determination to promote competition.
xi. Pact may contact vendors to confirm the contact person and address and that the proposal was submitted for this solicitation. 
xii. Pact may contact listed past performance references without notice to the vendor. Pact also reserves the right to contact other past performance 

information sources that the vendor did not list in the proposal.
xiii. The vendor confirms they understand the terms and conditions by submitting a proposal.
xiv. Information pertaining to and obtained from the vendor because of participation in this solicitation is confidential. The vendor consents to the disclosure of 

the documents submitted by the vendor to the reviewers involved in the selection process. Please note that non-disclosure agreements bind all reviewers. 
xv. The resultant award will be governed by Pact's standard terms and conditions and any applicable funder requirements. 

(RFQ) FOR PROCUREMENT OF SPORTS MATERIALS

Region Council of 
Delivery 

Coaches 
Exercise 
shoes (Size) 

Coaches 
Tracksuits Footballs 

Football 
Jersey 

Goalkeeper 
Jersey 

43 XL Medium Medium 
Dar es Salaam Temeke MC 6 6 6 120 12 
Kagera Bukoba MC 6 6 6 120 12 
Mbeya Mbarali DC 26 26 26 520 52 
Total  38 38 38 760 76 

 
Type of Items 

 
Items Specifications 

Number of Required 
Items 

Coaches' 
Exercise 
shoes 

• 100% Synthetic 
• Rubber sole 
• Durable density foam midsole provides lightweight 

response and lasting durability.  
• Level platform design features a lower heel-to-toe 

drop for a more natural running position. 
• Size – 43 (38 pairs) 

38 

Coaches' 
Tracksuits 

Training Coat and Trousers 
•  100% polyester, breathable, comfortable fabric, 

lightweight. 
•  Slim fit design tracksuits 
•  Full front zipper with ribbed cuffs and hem for a close 

fit. 
•  Pants: adjustable waist: Internal drawcord for perfect 

fit 

•  Zip pockets 
•  Adult Size – XL (38 suits), 
•  Branded as per artwork  

38 

Footballs 

1. Type - Soccer balls 
• Material – Leather 
• Standard sizing – Size 4 
• Weight – 12 – 13 ounces 
• Circumference – 25 – 26 inches 
• Waterproof 

38 

Football 
Jerseys 

Football jersey  (Size: Qty  Medium 760) 
T-shirt  
•  100% polyester, breathable, comfortable fabric, 

lightweight. 
•  Ribbed crewneck (T-shirt)  
•  Short sleeves (T-shirt) 

Shorts. 
• Adjustable waist: Internal drawcord for perfect fit 

Branded as per artwork 

760 

Goalkeeper 
Jersey 

Goalkeeper Jersey  
• 100% polyester  
• Long sleeves (top)  
• Ribbed crewneck,  
• Shorts/trousers, socks, and gloves (size 17.2 cm – 

junior size) 
• Size – Medium (76) 
• Branded as per artwork 

76 

Total  988 

Deadline: 6th March 2024

It is hard to believe that today 844 million people do not have clean water and 2.3 billion do not 
have a decent toilet – around one in three of the world’s population. Every two minutes, a child 
under five dies from diarrheal diseases caused by unclean water and poor sanitation. We 
started because no NGO like us existed. We will end when no organisation like us is needed. 

We are making great progress – since 1981, we have reached 25 million people with clean water 
and, since 2004, 24 million people with sanitation. WaterAid has operated in Tanzania since 
1983 and has been engaged in the WASH sector for 40 years with a vision of everyone 
everywhere has access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene. During the last 40 years 
WaterAid Tanzania has grown to become a nationally recognized leader in the water, sanitation, 
and hygiene (WASH) sector, working closely with the government and partners, and is 
respected for innovation on best models with lasting change in the WASH sector. Alongside our 
footprints, WaterAid Tanzania country programme strategy 2023 – 2028 aligned to WaterAid’s 
ambitious global strategy (2022 – 2032) makes a bold commitment to “ending the water, 
sanitation, and hygiene crises together – for everyone, everywhere”. WaterAid Tanzania 
strategy focus on 2 Aims: Achieve universal, sustainable, and safe WASH services in focused 
geographic areas to influence wider change; and Prioritize WASH across the health sector to 
improve public health. Our innovative approaches to deliver our AIMS are: System 
strengthening, influencing, innovative modelling, research & learning, partnership and 
alliances, gender equality and social inclusion (GESI), empower and support, sustainable WASH 
services and behaviour change. WaterAid Tanzania is aspiring for country where no woman/girl 
will walk long distance and queue for hours to collect water. Where no community is held back 
by cycle of sickness from broken and dirty water supplies and poor hygiene and sanitation.

WaterAid Tanzania seeks to recruit dynamic candidate to fill the Research and Knowledge 
Management Coordinator Position that plays a vital role in our mission to make clean water, 
decent toilets and good hygiene normal for everyone, everywhere by 2030. 

If you are interested in these positions and have the right skills and attributes, please visit 
wateraid.org/tz/work-with-us to download job descriptions and application form. Send your 
job application form to wateraidtz@wateraid.org   stating title of the applied post in the 
subject line 

EXCITING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
AT WATERAID TANZANIA 

By Guardian Reporter

 DROUGHTS have the 
potential to increase the 
spread of HIV for women 
living in rural parts of Af-
rica, researchers at the 
University of Bristol have 
found.

In the study, published 
yesterday in AIDS and 
Behaviour, findings imply 
that drought triggers be-
havioural changes as peo-
ple struggle to battle pov-
erty and food insecurity 
through activities such as 
transactional sex.

Due to climate change, 
droughts are likely to be-
come increasingly com-
mon in the future, which 
could lead to higher in-
stances of HIV transmis-
sion. Sub-Saharan Africa 
will be one of the regions 
most affected by climate 
change, with increasing 
risks of drought caused by 
changes in precipitation 
and limited water storage, 
as well as limited capacity 
and resources to support 
adaptation. 

Drought is an ongo-
ing and worsening trend 
in sub-Saharan Africa, 
with the percentage of 
land experiencing severe 
drought increasing from 
around 5 percent to 15 
percent since 1901.

Lead author Dr Adam 
Trickey, based at Bristol 
Medical School explained 
that: “Women in rural ar-
eas of sub-Saharan Africa 
who had recently been 
exposed to drought were 
more likely to acquire HIV 
than those who had not 
been exposed to drought.

“That we found this 
among women in rural 
areas, but not women in 
urban areas or men in 
either rural or urban ar-
eas corroborates previ-
ous studies indicating that 
the mechanism through 
which drought may in-

crease HIV risk is that 
drought pushes women 
who rely on farming for 
their livelihoods into sex 
work for money or food.

 “Even if these changes 
were small, the large num-
ber of people living with 
HIV in Africa and the large 
percentage experiencing 
drought means that the 
effect of droughts could 
still result in many people 
acquiring HIV in this situ-
ation, particularly when 
you consider that around 
65 percent of Africa’s pop-
ulation relies on subsist-
ence farming.”

Study links drought to 
HIV transmission rise
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NIMR to conduct 
NCDs research via 
mobile phones 
 By Carlos Banda

 THE National Institute for Medi-
cal Research (NIMR) is set to start 
collecting data this week by using 
mobile phones in its study on Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs).

The mobile phone methodology 
has been settled on so as to reach 
more people and reduce the cost 
incurred in traditional studies that 
involve physical contact with re-
spondents.

Dr Mary Mayige, senior research-
er and director of research infor-
mation at NIMR said this in Dar es 
Salaam on Monday during a press 
conference where she noted that 
with the rapid increase in popu-
lation, physical collection of data 
from households has proven to be 
expensive.

“As we focus on studying the 
state, trends and symptoms of 
NCDs in the country, we will con-
duct this research using mobile 
phones because it is an effective 
method for conducting these types 
of studies from time to time and 
acquire the information we need,” 
she said.

Dr Mayige said that a team of 
researchers will establish a popu-
lation sample of the contact num-
bers for respondents who had giv-
en their consent to participate in 
future research studies during the 
Housing and Population Census 
2022, stating that security meas-
ures against scammers have been 
taken.

The researcher said that the 
approach has also considered in-
dividuals without smart devices, 

saying that such group of respond-
ents will be able to respond via 
text messages unlike their coun-
terparts with smartphones who 
can respond using social media 
platforms.

Prof Said Aboud, director gen-
eral of NIMR, said the NCDs have 
been on the rise and posing a ma-
jor challenge to the country.

“According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the rise in 
NCDs has doubled from 19 percent 
in 1990 to 34 percent in 2015 and is 
estimated to contribute to 33 per-
cent of all deaths,” he said. 

Statistical data collected from 
hospitals have shown a large in-
crease in NCD patients between 
July 2022 and July 2023 whereas 
the most prevalent diseases are 
high blood pressure  which stands 
at 49 percent compared to 34 per-
cent recorded in 2021/22, diabe-
tes at 24 percent and respiratory 
diseases at 13 percent compared 
to 10 percent recorded in 2021/22 
respectively.”

This situation is a reminder that 
we need to place effective strate-
gies to curb this challenge. Having 
accurate information on the dis-
eases and their symptoms is a cru-
cial aspect that will enable the gov-
ernment to strategize and measure 
the progress of interventions taken 
to combat these diseases.”

Prof Aboud said NIMR has been 
conducting strategic researches 
on behalf of the Ministry of Health, 
noting that recently they conduct-
ed a survey for 2023/24 and that a 
preliminary report will be released 
soon.

 By Guardian Reporter

A TOTAL of 25 journalists are 
from today undergoing a two-day 
training to enable them adequately 
report on the magnitude of Hu-
mans-Wildlife Conflicts (HWC) and 
available mitigation measures.

Participants are expected to in-
crease awareness of local communi-
ties on HWC issues in the Ruvuma 
landscape as well as to increase 
their access to accurate data and 
information on biodiversity conser-
vation.

John Chikomo, executive director 
of Journalists’ Environmental Asso-
ciation of Tanzania ( JET) told The 

Guardian this week that the training 
has been organized by the associa-
tion with the support from the Miti-
gation of Human Wildlife Conflicts 
in Tanzania project implemented 
by German Development Agency 
(GIZ) on behalf of the Federal Min-
istry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ).

 “We expect journalists to accu-
rately report on HWC with special 
focus on reducing HWC impacts 
on the livelihoods and security of 
women in the Ruvuma landscape. 
They are expected to promote com-
munity awareness and effective 
participation in conservation is-
sues,” he said, adding, the training is 

scheduled for today and tomorrow 
in Bagamoyo District, Coast Region.

He said the training is conducted 
as part of a project to ensure con-
tinuity, networking and sustained 
engagement with topical issues in 
corridors such as human wildlife 
crimes, community empowerment, 
climate change, gender aspects in 
relation to HWC, multimedia story-
telling and reporting on biodiversity 
conservation.

 “JET trains journalists on subjects 
and issues that resulted from pre-
vious engagements and trainings. 
The dynamics of conservation of 
biodiversity increasingly bring out 
additional issues related to climate 

change impact and adaptation, so-
cial behaviour patterns and devel-
opment activities,” he said.

 Journalists will also learn the con-
cepts of resilience and ecosystem-
based adaptation and how they are 
related to habitat connectivity at 
wider landscape scales.”

Topics to be covered include 
HWC causes and mitigation strate-
gies, essential considerations for 
managing HWC and coexistence, 
role of Tanzania Wildlife Authority 
(TAWA) in combating HWC, gender 
aspects in relation to HWC, practical 
approaches to producing impactful 
HWC stories as well as the power of 
storytelling on HWC.

Journos drilled on human-wildlife reporting 

 By Getrude Mbago

PARENTS have been urged not 
to hide children with cleft lip and 
palates but instead take them to 
hospital as the medical treatment 
to reverse the condition is safe and 
free of charge.

A section of surgeons, anaesthe-
sia providers and nurses made the 
call in Dar es Salaam early this week 
at a workshop aimed at sharing 
educational experience in order to 
enhance operating room safety and 
improve cleft surgical services in 
the country.

The workshop was part of the 
Smile Train and safe surgery Life-
box initiative to improve surgery 
and anaesthesia safety for paediat-
ric patients undergoing cleft surger-
ies.

Dr Edward Wayi, a plastic sur-
geon at CCBRT Hospital, said many 
children with cleft and palate lip de-
formities are left home with no help 
as parent fear effects of the surger-
ies.

He said that in Tanzania, approxi-
mately 2,500 children are born with 

cleft deformities annually and fortu-
nately, most cleft deformities can be 
fixed with a simple surgery.

“We encourage parents to bring 
children to hospital as the surger-
ies are safe and completely bring 
smiles on children,” he said.

He said since the surgeries are 
ideally performed within the first 18 
months of a child’s life, early iden-
tification and intervention is essen-
tial for good outcomes.

According to him, a cleft lip af-
fects usually the upper part of the 
lip where there is a physical split of 
the lip, while a cleft palate is when 
there is a split of opening in the roof 
of the mouth and can affect both 
males and females.

The expert emphasised the im-
portance of collaborative efforts in 
ensuring successful surgeries and 
post- operation care for patients 
with cleft conditions.

Dr Peter Saria, an anaesthesiolo-
gist and trainer at the workshop, 
said the aim of bringing together the 
professionals in the workshop was 
to provide them with non-technical 
skills and awareness to ensure they 

speak the same language, have uni-
ty, and have the ability to connect 
when performing surgeries.

“Ensuring there is teamwork, and 
we believe that collaboration of 
professionals in the operating room 
helps improve the outcome both 
during and after the procedure,” he 
said.

Dr Athanase Masele, dentist and 
cleft surgeon at Dodoma Regional 
Referral Hospital, said the problem 
of cleft lip is currently big because 
the services are not provided on a 
large scale.

“This issue involves stigma and 
that is why parents hide their chil-
dren, especially in rural areas. But 
there is also a rise in awareness as 
many stakeholders continue to fund 
surgeries, education and awareness 
campaigns targeting rural areas,” he 
said.

Belinda Karimi, Lifebox nurse fel-
low, said all patients deserve safe 
surgeries and that it is important 
for the team in the theatre room to 
closely collaborate to deliver cleft 
surgery and care as well as post-
operation recovery.

Stop hiding children with cleft lip at home, parents told 

Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation ministry communications director Mindi Kasiga speaks in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the opening of training 
for leaders of NGOs and professional associations. It was jointly organised by the Arusha International Conference Centre and the Dar es Salaam’s Julius 
Nyerere International Conference Centre. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Invitation for Bids (IFB)
TENDER NO. ZCL/IFB/IA/2024 FOR PROVISION OF INTERNAL AUDIT 
SERVICES FOR ZAMBIA CARGO AND LOGISTICS COMPANY LIMITED. 

1. Zambia Cargo & Logistics Limited (ZCL) is a freight and forwarding service 
provider established in April 2001. The Company was incorporated in Tanzania 
on 10th August 2005 and is wholly owned by the Government of the Republic of 
Zambia (GRZ) and is supervised on behalf of the Zambian government by the 
Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) based in Lusaka.

2. Zambia Cargo and Logistics limited has set aside funds for its Operations in the 
Financial year 2024 and intends to apply part of the funds to cover eligible 
payments under the Contract for the Provision of Internal Audit Services to the 
Company, same as the one indicated in the bidding Data Sheet. Bidding is on 
Open Bidding Method Procedures as stipulated in The Zambia Public 
Procurement Act No. 8 of 2020 and the Public Procurement Regulations of 
2022.

3. The primary role of Internal Audit is to help the Board and Management to 
protect the assets, reputation and sustainability of the Organisation. 

4. Interested bidders are required to purchase a complete set of Bidding 
Documents upon payment of a non-refundable fee of TZ50,000/= to ECOBANK, 
ACCOUNT NUMBER; 7045000597, NAME; ZAMBIA CARGO AND LOGISTICS LTD 
and submit bank slip to ZCL Cashiers Officer who will then issue a ZCL receipt for 
collection of bid documents from Procurement Unit.

5. Zambia Cargo & Logistics Limited now wishes to invite all interested bidders to 
visit Zambia Cargo & Logistics offices from 23rd February, 2023   and 26th 

February, 2023 in order to collect bid documents.                                           
                                            

Secretary,
Procurement Committee,

Zambia Cargo & Logistics Limited.

A Member of the IDC Group of Companies

Date: 22nd February 2023  

Plot No. 237, Kurasini Area
Near Dock Yard
P.O Box 105638, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Phone: +255 22 2851471/4
Fax     : +255 22 2851640
Mobile: 0715 022200
Email: info@zamcargo.co.tz

ZAMBIA CARGO & LOGISTICS LIMITED 
Mukuba Depot

 

Confederation of Tanzania Industries executive director Leodegar Tenga pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday ad-
dressing a meeting on the four-day Tanzania International Manufacturers Expo (TIME EXPO 2024) expected to be 
held in the city from this September 26. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole
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Three die of cholera, four hospitalised in Singida
By Guardian Correspondent, Ikungi

AT least three people were 
confirmed to have died of cholera 
and four others hospitalised in 
Ikungi District, Singida Region.

Ikungi District Commissioner 
Thomas Apson said this yesterday, 
explaining that Kikio Ward is the 
hardest hit area.

He said the disease outbreak was 
discovered in the region last week 
and the government has taken 
steps to control it so that it does not 

spread to other areas.
The DC said immediately after 

the outbreak, the government sent 
health workers to the affected area 
to work 24 hours to treat patients 
and quarantine was set up.

Apson said that preliminary 
investigation conducted by health 
experts revealed that the source 
of the disease was consumption of 
unsafe water.

“The government sent medical 
equipment and medicines to the 
affected areas and I have directed 

all village leaders in Ikungi District 
to call public meetings to educate 
people on how they can protect 
themselves against cholera,” he 
said.

The DC asked residents to take 
precautions by boiling drinking 
water, washing hands thoroughly 
with soap, washing fruits before 
eating as well as avoiding 
unnecessary gatherings.

The disease is caused by vibrio 
cholera bacteria in the small 
intestine, which produces a toxic 

that causes the release of a lot of 
water in the intestine through 
diarrhoea and vomiting.

The bacteria is found in 
contaminated food, water and 
feces from an infected individual. 
Someone can also get infected 
through dirty water, vegetables 
grown in sewage, fish and seafood 
caught in dirty water as well as 
food and drinks that contain the 
bacteria.

DOWN, DOWN, DOWN…: Dar es Salaam residents pictured yesterday visibly surprised and in wonder and disbelief when viewing what remained of a 
semi-trailer truck said to have skidded off the bridge and tumbled into the river at the Tegeta kwa Ndevu section of Bagamoyo Road, with its driver re-
ported to have died on the spot. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

 HARARE

ZIMBABWE has begun an emer-
gency campaign to inoculate more 
than 4 million children against po-
lio.

This came after health authori-
ties detected three cases caused by 
the rare mutation of the weakened 
virus used in oral vaccines, includ-
ing a 10-year-old girl who was para-
lyzed last month.

The health ministry said labora-
tory tests from samples collected 
from sewage sites in several areas 
of the capital, Harare, late last year, 
showed the presence of a mutated 
polio virus that originated in an 
oral vaccine used in the global 
eradication effort.

In rare instances, the live polio 
virus in vaccines can mutate into a 
form capable of sparking new out-
breaks, especially in places with 
poor sanitation and low vaccina-
tion levels.

The number of polio cases glob-
ally has dropped by more than 99 
percent since the global effort to 
wipe out the disease led by the 
World Health Organization and 
others began in 1988. But the ma-
jority of children being paralyzed 
by polio these days are being crip-
pled by a virus that was originally 
linked to a vaccine.

Vaccination teams in Zimbabwe 
are moving from house to house to 
deliver more doses to protect chil-
dren, while others will be stationed 
at health facilities, authorities said.

Officials said it was the first time 
Zimbabwe would be using a new 
oral polio vaccine specifically de-

signed to reduce the risk of the 
virus within it mutating into a dan-
gerous form.

Zimbabwe aims to roll out more 
than 10 million new vaccine doses 
targeting just over 4 million chil-
dren below the age of 10 in two 
rounds in February and March. 
More than 95 percent of that pop-
ulation needs to be immunized 
against polio to stop new out-
breaks.

Last year, the wild poliovirus 
caused a dozen cases in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, the only coun-
tries that still have that virus. In 
comparison, polioviruses linked to 
the vaccine caused more than 500 
cases in nearly two dozen coun-
tries globally, mostly in Africa.

Zimbabwe last reported a wild 
poliovirus case in 1986, according 
to the United Nations children’s 
Agency.

Zimbabwe Health Minister 
Douglas Mombeshora called the 
new detection of polio “a seri-
ous concern” but said they were 
prepared to respond swiftly. The 
health ministry said it was collabo-
rating with health authorities in at 
least five other African countries 
that had recently detected poliovi-
ruses through environmental sam-
pling and routine surveillance.

Polio can cause total paralysis, 
and children under 5 are especially 
vulnerable. It is transmitted from 
person to person, mainly through 
contact with contaminated feces, 
water or food, as well as through 
droplets from a sneeze or cough of 
an infected person.

Zimbabwe starts 
emergency polio 
vaccination drive 

 By Special Correspondent 

THE strong and grow-
ing Africa-China relations 
could be partly attributed 
to the China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), a Ghanaian expert 
has said.

Paul Frimpong, execu-
tive director of the Africa-
China Center for Policy 
and Advisory, a think tank 
based in Ghana, said that 
Africa has been benefit-
ing from the BRI to boost 
infrastructure develop-
ment.

The BRI is important for 
Africa because primary 
infrastructure bottlenecks 
in energy, water, sanita-
tion, telecommunications, 
and transportation, and 
low access to electricity 
need to be removed for 
the continent to achieve 
its goals of boosting intra-
African trade, he said.

“African infrastructure 
and economic growth 
may be unified and ex-
pedited due to China’s 
participation in infra-
structure projects on the 
continent. Multiple coun-
tries across the continent 
have benefited tremen-
dously from these rela-
tions with China,” he said.

BRI is already helping 
Africa to improve infra-
structure to make it easier 
to conduct more intrare-
gional and international 
trade, lower business 
costs, increase Africa’s 
domestic and interna-
tional competitiveness, 
and thereby experience 
economic success and 
sustained growth.”

BRI driveing strong Africa-
China relations, expert says

Frimpong said the in-
terconnectivity on the 
continent provided by 
Chinese-built projects 
aligns with Africa’s am-
bitions for the next 50 
years, including achieving 
inclusive social and eco-
nomic growth by ending 

poverty, inequalities of 
income and opportunity, 
and creating decent jobs, 
among others.

Besides the economic 
cooperation, he said, Chi-
na and African countries 
are connected by their 
shared desire to advance 

the South-South agenda.
“Countries of the Global 

South broadly applaud 
China’s resolve to forge 
partnerships based on 
equality and respect and 
its commitment to re-
fraining from meddling in 
domestic issues,” he said.
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Public institutions’ cooking 
energy shift quite pragmatic

S
OME fruit is being reaped 
from the government’s 
directive to public institu-
tions feeding not fewer 

than 100 people per day to aban-
don charcoal or firewood, with 
those targeted indeed increasingly 
heeding the call to turn to what is 
described as clean cooking energy.

The Environment portfolio hold-
er in the Cabinet has lately been giv-
ing a briefing on the level of alterna-
tive energy uptake and its character, 
and it is quite clear that clean energy 
in the sense of natural gas remains 
far from adequately popularised. 
Most of those shifting are making an 
effort to use improved wood-based 
modes.

A Vice President’s Office (VPO) 
write-up on the remarks the minis-
ter made at a recent press briefing 
shows that institutions under the 
Education, Science and Technol-
ogy ministry lead the way, having 
dropped charcoal use by up to 85 
per cent by  the end of last month.

Rapidly, 30 out of 35 teacher 
training colleges had made the shift 
alongside 51 out of 54 folk devel-
opment colleges, and eight out of 
36 centres run by the Vocational 
Education and Training Authority 
(VETA). Other categories of insti-
tutions, among them schools, had 
much fewer numbers in compari-
son.

For one thing, the shift is less to 
cleaner energy than to affordable al-
ternatives which don’t require that 
forest patches be cleared on a regu-
lar basis for charcoal to be plentiful.

This kind of uptake is a sort of 
wake-up call for the Energy min-
istry in particular to liaise with the 
Minerals one on the need to expe-
dite the availability of wood-based 
briquettes.

These can also be produced from 
various combustible materials, es-
pecially crop waste, saw dust and 

even decomposed plants or dung 
from herbivores. The key aspect 
about this variety of non-charcoal 
alternative isn’t in its being espe-
cially clean but the factor of the 
relatively low cost.

It is noteworthy that it is public 
institutions opting for usable softer 
version of firewood where the fell-
ing of trees for charcoal is elimi-
nated.

Here there is a distinct idea of 
what ‘alternative energy’ ought to 
imply, and where public efforts 
ought to be directed.

The public wants a massive sup-
ply of cheap briquettes, while poli-
cy advisers want clean energy – and 
they are appealing to the public to 
go for gas.

This is clearly in the view that the 
shift is feasible and straightforward, 
just a matter of awareness, etc. The 
cost margin is largely ignored for a 
strident emphasis on clean energy.

Experience up to late January on 
how the government directive is be-
ing taken up shows the pace as fairly 
slow, even bordering reluctance.

However, the scenario is much 
brighter in a number of areas, in-
cluding in vocational training cen-
tres, police training colleges and a 
good number of boarding schools.

Just a few have picked natural gas 
as their proper alternative. Others 
are making frantic efforts to find op-
tions that will not cause cost head-
aches in future. There was a miss-
ing link, though, and it was in using 
biomass directly for usable electric-
ity – this chiefly owing to regulatory 
constraints.

The other lesson is that chances 
of a wide-ranging shift to natural 
gas are limited if public institutions 
systematically hesitate to move in 
that direction, and energy  policy 
makers cling to expectations that 
by 2032 most households will have 
shifted to natural gas.
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Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are using digital tools and technologies for real and positive impact on their countries and communities. Credit: 
Ministry of Digital Transformation, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

 Brela training on company 
law provisions of great use

H
EARING about train-
ing on company own-
ership laws primarily 
meant to keep the rel-

evant authorities abreast with new 
changes so that innocent people are 
not punished is highly inspiring.

One ought to be familiar with 
matters at hand and even figure 
out what is being talked about as it 
covers two or three steps taken up 
in one breath particularly when in-
volving controversies.

The Business Registrations and 
Licensing Agency (BRELA) would 
then presumably take the position 
that the law was insufficient in that 
regard because there are stakehold-
ers losing out or otherwise being 
‘punished’.

Even without some awareness of 
what is at stake and taking up the is-
sue purely at the level of company 
or business registration and licens-
ing, various issues crop up.

The second aspect is the method, 
where BRELA comes up with train-
ing sessions first held in Mbeya 
Region, bringing together legal of-
ficers, magistrates, police and im-
migration officers and significantly, 
even the anti-corruption bureau.

The idea was make all concerned 
get familiar with the changes. Of 
course, that isn’t what is commonly 
known of legal procedure, where 
a court judgment serves as a prec-
edent as to how far subsidiary own-
ership rights or entitlements can be 
recognised, on case by case basis.

When the keeper of the seals 
used in company registration goes 
on an educational drive on such is-
sues, the clear implication is that 
the office is removing what in law 
is known as benefit of doubt –where 

those auxiliary claimants have to 
prove their entitlement beyond rea-
sonable doubt.

Without undue prejudice as to the 
substance of the BRELA campaign, 
it would appear that the issues re-
late less to business registration 
but succession –for instance, when 
a business owner dies, a company 
fails or the relevant shareholders 
disagree and split up.

There are issues that belong to 
the Registration Insolvency and 
Trusteeship Agency (RITA) and are 
not embedded with company regis-
tration.

The law on companies is one of 
the most longstanding pieces of 
legislation we have, as for decades 
we retained the Companies Ordi-
nance, implying that it was put to 
the Legislative Council (before inde-
pendence) when efforts were being 
made to convert UK law into Tang-
anyika legislation.

It became the Companies Act in 
2002, or slightly earlier, with some 
amendments on the duties of com-
pany directors, etc.

That can still be problematic 
given the nature of the operations 
of state-run firms like Air Tanzania 
Company Limited (ATCL) and the 
Tanzania Electric Supply Company 
Limited (Tanesco).

That is why one would be ex-
cused to have reservations when 
top BRELA officials discuss changes 
in company ownership law which 
now recognises stakeholders not 
recognised by previous law.

The agency says that under the 
previous law, beneficiaries were 
not recognised in registration docu-
ments and thus used to find them-
selves in trouble whenever the issue 
came up.

UNITED NATIONS

S
mall Island Developing 
States, or SIDS, have long 
been pioneers in interna-
tional development, often 

compelled by the challenges they 
face. Positioned on the frontlines 
of climate change, they lead efforts 
in mitigation, adaptation, and advo-
cacy, and despite their geographical 
dispersion, they are innovating ap-
proaches to resilience and sustain-
ability.

SIDS are leveraging digital tools 
and technologies for real and posi-
tive impact on their countries and 
communities. They are leaders 
in internet gender parity, whilst a 
number perform strongly on global 
indices of cybersecurity. They are 
increasingly becoming Small Island 
Digital States.

This shift is reshaping the way 
people in SIDS live and work, fa-
cilitating connectivity, shaping new 
industries and opportunities, and 
ensuring that public services can 
reach even the most remote areas.

From the SIDS Global Data Hub 
in Antigua and Barbuda to the na-
tional digital strategies in the Cook 
Islands and Niue, to the Digital Path-
way of Samoa, and substantial inno-
vation efforts in countries such as 
Trinidad and Tobago, the Maldives, 
and São Tomé and Príncipe, digital 
is positively changing lives and live-
lihoods.

Advocating for transformation
A whole-of-society approach to 

digital transformation is needed 
to benefit all facets of SIDS’ socie-
ties and economies. This involves 
placing people at the core of digital 
endeavours, shaping regulations to 
address digital harms, and fostering 
digital skills across society – particu-
larly in relation to shaping future-
looking skills and career founda-
tions and pathways.

This also includes developing and 
retaining talent within the public 
sector. The collaborative efforts of 
government, private sector, and civ-
il society are essential for a strategic 
and inclusive approach to deliver 
the potential of digital. A major up-
coming report from UNDP – Small 
Island Digital States – identifies 
how SIDS can drive a whole-of-so-
ciety approach founded on UNDP’s 
framework.

Through exploring the digital 
journeys of SIDS in this forthcom-
ing report, it is clear that SIDS are 
increasingly recognizing the unique 
roles and strengths of each sector 
and ensuring that the benefits of 
digital reach all members of society. 
This includes the digital inclusion of 
remote and marginalized popula-
tions.

The involvement of young peo-
ple, often hard to reach through tra-
ditional means, is paramount. They 
will be the digital leaders, innova-
tors, and customers of the future. 
Recognizing this, a separate study 
of young people’s hopes, concerns, 
and aspirations will also be pub-
lished soon by UNDP – leveraging a 

unique survey of 5,000 young peo-
ple in SIDS, conducted via What-
sApp, Telegram, and Facebook Mes-
senger.

 Shaping Small Island Digital 
States

UNDP supports numerous SIDS 
on their digital transformation 
journeys, for example conducting 
comprehensive Digital Readiness 
Assessments in over 15 SIDS – and 
having positioned digital transfor-
mation as a key pillar of the UNDP 
‘Rising Up for SIDS’ framework.

Our work in SIDS has reaffirmed 
the importance of understanding 
how to apply digital in the most use-
ful way. This means we need to rec-
ognize that digital transformation is 
often rooted in analogue and offline 
foundations. Individual knowledge 
and skills to use technology safely 
and meaningfully are important.

Behavioural change is vital for 
sustainable digital adoption, requir-
ing shifts in internal cultures and 
processes, including in leveraging 
approaches such as open source. 
Financing for digital entrepreneurs 
in SIDS can also not be overlooked, 
with local financing institutions of-
ten more familiar with tourism or 
real estate, and less clear about the 
potential of digital enterprises and 
entrepreneurs. And planning for 
the long term is imperative as the 
return on investment in digital is of-
ten not immediate.

SIDS governments and other in-
novators are building the political 
capital, buy-in, and momentum to 

deliver transformational change. 
Our Digital Readiness Assessments 
highlighted that nearly 60 percent 
of SIDS’ populations are keen to 
see even bolder digital efforts from 
their governments.

 Charting the course
UNDP’s extensive digital work 

across SIDS, and the findings of 
these two reports, highlight that de-
spite discussions often framing SIDS 
in terms of vulnerability and isola-
tion, the digital realm is proving that 
SIDS are not just surviving; they are 
thriving.

Through leadership, adaptability, 
and the emergence of local digital 
ecosystems, they are demonstrating 
the transformative power of digi-
tal technologies. SIDS are actively 
engaging in public-private partner-
ships, leveraging civil society, and 
collaborating beyond their borders 
to advance digital objectives collec-
tively.

Global collaboration across the 
SIDS community is already driving 
digital best practice. Many are shar-
ing their digital knowledge, exper-
tise, and learning – accelerating the 
digital journeys of fellow countries.

This collaboration is reshaping 
the SIDS discourse, showcasing that 
these countries are actively leading 
in digital expertise and exploration. 
SIDS are agile and moving quickly. 
As islands, they are exciting global 
beacons of digital innovation and 
demonstration. And they are swiftly 
evolving into Small Island Digital 
States.

Charting the course for transformation: 
Will small island ‘digital’ states cope?
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L
EARNING is a 
complex pro-
cess which de-
mands a lot of ef-

forts before a certain skill 
is acquired. Teachers find 
themselves in a pressure to 
enable learners attain the 
expected competence. All 
blames are thrown to teach-
ers when something is not 
proper with learners.

To ensure effective trans-
fer of knowledge, many 
aspects are considered in-
cluding handwriting, or-
ganization of work, ability 
to reason and others.

Younger learners are dif-
ferent from older learners 
as they are not capable of 
self-leadership. They need 
to be directed in all ways 
of academic life. They are 
still enjoying comfortability 
from parents and guardians. 

Everything is ready for 
them. They just consume. 
They don’t think of any fu-
ture challenges as they are 
not capable of thinking 
from a broader perspec-
tive. Young learners are less 
afraid of doing mistakes; 
they are not frightened so 

much when criticized.
Taking into account all the 

features of a younger learn-
er it becomes necessary for 
teachers to be creative to 
be able to impart a certain 
skills and knowledge at a 
time. Teachers need to be 
motivational but also enter-
taining to capture the atten-
tion of learners. Teachers 
should not force learners to 
learn but rather convincing 
them to do so.

Sometimes the pressure 
from parents who are highly 
educated or with little un-
derstanding may derail the 
teacher from the path they 
have created to make learn-
ers fulfil the intended objec-
tives. Some parents forget 
that learning is a gradual 
process. 

They do not take into ac-
count the differences in 
terms of complexity of les-
sons when learners move 
from one class to another. 
As they are not well exposed 
to learning parameters and 
patterns, they use past re-
sults to determine the pre-
sent results.

For teachers to be suc-

Techniques to expedite transfer 
of knowledge to young learners 

By Guardian Reporter

STEEP rise in malnutrition 
among children, pregnant and 
breastfeeding women in the 
Gaza strip poses grave threats 
to their health.

The United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), World 
Food Program (WFP) and 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) call for safe, unim-
peded and sustained access 
to urgently deliver multi-sec-
toral humanitarian assistance 
throughout the Gaza Strip. 

This includes nutritious 
foods, nutrition supplies and 
essential services for malnour-
ished and at-risk children and 
women to safely access health 
and nutrition care and treat-
ment services, particularly in-
fants and young children un-
der 5.

According to a comprehen-
sive new analysis released 
by the Global Nutrition Clus-
ter, the on-going conflict in 
the Gaza Strip enters its 20th  
week, food and safe water 
have become incredibly scarce 
and diseases are rife, compro-
mising women and children’s 
nutrition and immunity and 
resulting in a surge of acute 
malnutrition.

The report ‘Nutrition Vulner-
ability and Situation Analysis – 
Gaza’ – finds that the situation 
is particularly extreme in the 
Northern Gaza Strip, which has 
been almost completely cut off 
from aid for weeks. 

Nutrition screenings con-
ducted at shelters and health 
centres in the north found that 
15.6 per cent – or 1 in 6 children 
under 2 years of age – are acute-
ly malnourished. 

Of these, almost 3 per cent 
suffer from severe wasting, the 
most life-threatening form of 
malnutrition, which puts young 
children at highest risk of medi-
cal complications and death 
unless they receive urgent 
treatment. As the data were col-
lected in January, the situation 
is likely to be even graver today.

Similar screenings in the 
Southern Gaza Strip, in Ra-
fah, where aid has been more 
available, found 5 per cent of 
children under two years are 
acutely malnourished. 

This is clear evidence that 
access to humanitarian aid is 
needed and can help prevent 
the worst outcomes. It also re-
inforces agencies’ calls to pro-
tect Rafah from the threat of 
intensified military operations.

Dr Mike Ryan, Executive Di-
rector of WHO’s Health Emer-

WHO report shows children in Gaza 
are threatened by rising malnutrition

CLASSROOM MATTERS
By 
Thomas Lyimo

lyimo.thomas@yahoo.com

cessful they need to know 
how to handle pressure 
from parents and move 
on strongly with the busi-
ness of shaping learners 
into important individu-
als in the future. Teachers 
need to identify basic skills 
to be mastered by younger 
learners and design a plan 
to impart them into minds 
of those learners through 
stages. 

Teachers may select a 
certain skill for a certain 
topic. This enables them at 
the end of the topic to make 
evaluation and see how 
much they have succeeded. 
When you are evaluating a 
single skill it becomes easy 
to come up with reliable 
findings. If teachers are seri-

ous in imparting a particu-
lar skill to a certain topic at 
the end of the year they will 
have accomplished the ob-
jectives which they wanted 
the learner to attain.

When teachers do revi-
sion it is an opportunity for 
learners to apply some skills 
in the topics which they did 
not apply previously. 

The following are the 
skills which teachers should 
struggle to impart into the 
minds of younger learners 
to make them successful in 
their academic pursuits.  

One of the skills is read-
ing and writing. The very 
basic skill when it comes 
to schooling is the ability 
to read and write. While a 
teacher is teaching some 

concepts or perspectives at 
the same time he may find 
that most of the learners are 
still struggling in reading 
and writing. 

If the learner cannot read 
and write the learning is al-
ready impeded. Therefore 
the teacher needs to spare 
time teaching younger 
learners on how to read and 
write while at the same time 
teaching the syllabus con-
tents to make their business 
successful.

Another important skill 
is organization of work. It 
is hard to tell someone that 
a person is learning if the 
organization of their work 
is poor. Good organization 
of work motivates some-
one to accept that a per-

gencies Programme said: 
“Hunger and disease are a 
deadly combination. Hun-
gry, weakened and deeply 
traumatised children are 
more likely to get sick, and 
children who are sick, es-
pecially with diarrhea, can-
not absorb nutrients well. 
It’s dangerous, and tragic, 
and happening before our 
eyes.”

UNICEF Deputy Execu-
tive Director for Humani-
tarian Action and Supply 
Operations, Ted Chaiban 
said: “The Gaza Strip is 
poised to witness an explo-
sion in preventable child 
deaths which would com-

pound the already unbear-
able level of child deaths 
in Gaza.  We’ve been warn-
ing for weeks that the Gaza 
Strip is on the brink of a nu-
trition crisis. If the conflict 
doesn’t end now, children’s 
nutrition will continue to 
plummet, leading to pre-
ventable deaths or health 
issues which will affect the 
children of Gaza for the 
rest of their lives and have 
potential intergenerational 
consequences.”

“The steep rise in malnu-
trition that we are seeing 
in Gaza is dangerous and 
entirely preventable”, said 
WFP Assistant Executive 

Director for Programme 
Operations, Valerie Guarni-
eri. “Children and women, 
in particular, need continu-
ous access to healthy foods, 
clean water and health and 
nutrition services. For that 
to happen, we need decisive 
improvements on security 
and humanitarian access, 
and additional entry points 
for aid to enter Gaza.”

Before the recent months’ 
hostilities, wasting in the 
Gaza Strip was rare with 
just 0.8 per cent of children 
under 5 years of age acute-
ly malnourished. The rate 
of 15.6 percent of wasting 
among children under 2 in 

Northern Gaza suggests a 
serious and rapid decline. 
Such a decline in a popula-
tion’s nutritional status in 
three months is unprec-
edented globally.

There is a high risk that 
malnutrition will continue 
to rise across the Gaza Strip 
due to the alarming lack of 
food, water and health and 
nutrition services:

At least 90 percent of chil-
dren under the age of 2 and 
95 per cent of pregnant and 
breastfeeding women face 
severe food poverty – mean-
ing they have consumed 
two or less food groups in 
the previous day – and the 

food they do have access to 
is of the lowest nutritional 
value.

According to the report, 
95 percent of households 
are limiting meals and por-
tion sizes, with 64 per cent 
of households eating only 
one meal a day.     Over 95 
percent of households said 
they had restricted the 
amount of food adults re-
ceived in order to ensure 
small children had food to 
eat. 

Inadequate safe drinking 
water, as well as insufficient 
water for cooking and hy-
giene purposes, are com-
pounding poor nutrition. 

son is learning. Therefore 
the teacher needs to utilize 
some of their time direct-
ing younger learners how to 
organize their work. Organi-
zation of work reflects in-
tellectual capacity of an in-
dividual hence it should be 
taken with much emphasis 
enabling individuals organ-
ize their work in a manner 
that is understandable.

Also younger learners 
should be taught how to find 
solutions for challenges. In-
stead of the teacher every-
day providing an exercise 
and come to mark later, they 
may decide to provide an 
exercise which will be open 
and done during the lesson 
time. Demanding learners 
to find solutions for ques-
tions during the lesson time 
creates a sense of responsi-
bility and make learners to 
depend on themselves when 
finding solutions. Learning 
should help an individual 
become independent. There 
is a tendency of some learn-
ers waiting for others to find 
answers for questions so 
that they can copy. This is 
a very destructive behavior 

and it can be discouraged by 
demanding instant solution 
for questions. 

Again younger learners 
should be taught communi-
cating. Learning demands 
cooperation. If learners 
cannot communicate they 
cannot cooperate. Teach-
ers should teach learners to 
communicate so that they 
can teach each other as to-
day’s world places much 
focus on learner-centred 
approach in the teaching 
and learning process. The 
teacher cannot teach eve-
rything to everyone. Some 
pupils should be source of 
knowledge to others. 

It is not possible to teach 
all skills in a single lesson or 
topic. The teacher needs to 
divide their teaching time 
into objectives to be real-
ized per topic or sub-topic. 
This may help to have quick 
improvement. People are al-
ways eager to see improve-
ment. If there is no any 
change in learning no one 
can be convinced that learn-
ing has taken place. Teach-
ing is achieving a certain 
skill at a time.

On average, households 
surveyed had access to less 
than one litre of safe water 
per person per day. 

According to humanitar-
ian standards, the mini-
mum amount of safe water 
needed in an emergency is 
3 litres per person per day, 
while the overall standard 
is 15 litres per person, which 
includes sufficient quanti-
ties for drinking, washing 
and cooking.

Without more humani-
tarian assistance, the nu-
tritional situation is likely 
to continue to deteriorate 
rapidly and at scale across 
the Gaza Strip. With the ma-
jority of health, water and 
sanitation services severely 
degraded, it is essential that 
those that remain function-
al are protected and rein-
forced to stem the spread of 
diseases and stop malnutri-
tion from worsening.
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A
BDUL Gani Malik, a 
75-year-old goldsmith 
living in Kashmir’s capi-
tal, Srinagar, has wit-

nessed eras of tranquillity and tur-
bulence in the Himalayan region. 

What he has not seen, however, 
is a snowless Kashmir during the 
winter.

Malik still works at his shop, 
located in one of the jam-packed 
markets of the old city area of 
Kashmir’s capital, intricately lac-
ing colourful emeralds on daz-
zling gold necklaces. 

While conversing with IPS, he 
mentions that the winter in Kash-
mir has never been so terrible and 
terrifying as it has been this year.

He recalls how, during the 40-
day harshest winter period from 
December 21 to January 30, snow 
would accumulate to about six or 
seven feet, freezing and making 
pathways treacherous even for 
city dwellers. 

In the mountainous region, ac-
cording to Malik, the snow would 

Snowless winter and climate crisis: 
Kashmir’s ‘unprecedented’ weather

last for several months, regu-
lating temperatures during the 
summer and providing water 
and food.

“Now is a different tale. The 
mountains appear dry and 
dead. The rivers are carrying 
no water, and our woods are 
bereft of life. This is an absolute 
apocalypse,” Malik said.

The region of Kashmir is 
located in the north-western 
complex of the Himalayan 
ranges, with marked relief vari-
ation, snow-capped summits, 
antecedent drainage, complex 
geological structure, and rich 
temperate vegetation and fau-
na.

Kashmir’s winter is tradition-
ally divided into three parts, 
Chilay Kalan (old man winter), 
Chilay Khuarud (young winter), 
and Chilay Bacha (kiddy win-
ter). The coldest part, called 
Chilay Kalan, starts on Decem-
ber 21 and ends at the end of 
January. It is during this period 
that snowfall is expected.

“The temperatures during 

this period plummet to even 
minus 8 to 10 degrees Celsius, 
and when it snows, it accumu-
lates in glaciers. The snowfall 
in the later period is of no use,” 
says Abdul Ghani Malik.

He was part of the congrega-
tional prayers held across Kash-
mir for snowfall. Local Muslims, 
who constitute more than 90 
percent of the local population, 
decided in January to hold spe-
cial prayers for snowfall in all 
major mosques. “We prayed, 
and we hope God listens to our 
plight.”

According to Abid Ali, a stu-
dent of environmental sciences 
from Kashmir, Kashmir’s liveli-
hood depends on snowfall, and 
if it doesn’t snow, things are go-
ing to take a terrible shape.

“The region’s electricity sys-
tem, agriculture, and tourism 
are all dependent on snowfall. 
The dry winter will prove cata-
strophic for the local popu-
lace,” Abid said.

Kashmir, as per estimates, re-
ported a 79 percent precipita-

tion deficit through December 
of last year. Indian meteorolo-
gists claim that unusual weath-
er is linked to global warming 
and El Niño, the sporadic cli-
mate phenomenon that can 
create warm, dry conditions in 
the Indian subcontinent and 
other parts of Asia.

Threat to agriculture
In Kashmir, 60 percent of the 

state’s revenue comes from ag-
riculture and horticulture, and 
about 80 percent of the popula-
tion lives in rural areas.

However, over the years, the 
valley has experienced irregu-
lar patterns of precipitation. In 
the first five months of 2022, 
Kashmir saw a 38 percent rain 
shortage, according to data pro-
vided by the Meteorological De-
partment (MeT) in Srinagar.

The data reveals that the 
Kashmir Valley has experi-
enced a significant lack of pre-
monsoon precipitation over 
the years. From March 1 to May 
31, 2022, the region got 99.5 mm 

Local 
Muslims 
held spe-
cial prayer 
ceremonies 
in January 
for snowfall. 
Photo: IPS Now is a 

different 
tale. The 
mountains 
appear dry 
and dead. 
The rivers 
are carrying 
no water, and 
our woods 
are bereft of 
life. This is 
an absolute 
apocalypse.

of rain, 70 percent lower than av-
erage.

Comparatively, between March 
and May of each of the following 
years—2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 
2021—there was a deficit of 16, 28, 
35, and 26 percent, respectively. 
The dry winter this year is already 
throwing life out of gear for the 
farmers.

Abdul Karim Ganaie, a farmer 
hailing from south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama, says the threats are menac-
ingly looming large, and people 
cannot do anything other than 
watch helplessly as the crisis un-
folds.

When IPS contacted Choudhary 
Mohammad Iqbal, the director of 
agriculture in Kashmir, he stated 
that the department was closely 
monitoring the situation and 
would be issuing a warning to the 
farmers in the coming months.

“We accept that the situation 
is going to prove worrisome for 
Kashmir’s farming community, 
but we have to adopt a strategy 
to ensure minimal losses. We are 
working on that front,” Choud-
hary said.

Tourism under cloud
The famous tourist destinations 

in Kashmir are also witnessing a 
dip in tourist arrivals, putting the 
people associated with this busi-
ness in dire straits. In January, the 
famous tourist resorts recorded 
the lowest arrival of foreign and 
domestic tourists, with only 30 
percent occupancy in hotels.

It snows at last but too little, too 
late!

Finally, in the first week of Feb-
ruary, when the harshest 40-day-
long spell was already over, it 
snowed in most of the areas of 
Kashmir. However, according to 
experts, the snow would yield the 
fewest results as it is not possible 
to accumulate for an extended pe-
riod.

What is important, says Mehraj 
Ahmad, a research scholar work-
ing on climate change in Kashmir, 
is that the snow must accumulate 
in the higher reaches for as long as 
possible until the arrival of sum-
mers.

“The snowfall of February or 
March carries the least signifi-
cance when compared with the 
snowfall of January. Therefore, 
we really are keeping our fin-
gers crossed and praying for the 
safeguard of our lives against the 
dark, dreadful effects of climate 
change,” Ahmad said.

IPS  

Women and experts attend a seminar on rape and justice organized by Blue Veins in Peshawar, Pakistan. Photo: IPS

By Ashfaq Yusufzai 

MEDICAL experts and wom-
en’s rights activists are pinning 
hopes on the establishment of 
an anti-rape crisis center for the 
provision of medical and legal 
aid to victims of sexual assaults 
in a timely manner will ensure 
convictions.

Currently, it takes years to 
bring the perpetrators of rape to 
justice due to a lack of evidence 
and more often than not, the ac-
cused get acquitted.

“In most of the cases, the evi-
dence in sexual assault cases 
is lost because people wash 
the victims’ genital areas from 
where samples are taken for se-
men analysis to trace the real 
culprit. Subsequently, the ac-
cused are acquitted by courts,” 
Prof. Hakim Khan Afridi, head 
of the Forensic Sciences Depart-
ment at the Khyber Medical Col-
lege, said.

Afridi added that it was also 
important to preserve the sur-
vivor’s clothes to ensure that the 
perpetrators of rape and sod-
omy are brought to justice.

Advocate Mehwish Muhib 
Kakakhel said the accused are 
often acquitted due to reasons 
such as faulty first information 
reports (FIRs), insufficient evi-
dence, credibility issues with 
witnesses, problems in the in-
vestigation process, absence of 
forensic labs and crisis centers 
in provinces and cities, legal 
procedural errors, compromis-
es or settlements outside the 
legal system, potential pressure 
or threats, societal and cultural 
factors influencing perceptions, 
effective legal defences creating 
reasonable doubt, among oth-
ers.

Improving the legal system, 

New anti-rape crisis centre brings hope 
for sexual abuse survivors in Pakistan

enhancing investigative pro-
cedures, and addressing so-
cietal attitudes are essential 
for fair and effective adjudi-
cation, she said.

“Rape cases in Pakistan 
may face delays in decisions 
due to factors like meticu-
lous forensic processes, ad-
herence to legal procedures, 
court backlogs, investigation 
complexities, challenges in 
witness cooperation, the 
need for thorough legal rep-
resentation, potential ap-
peals, and consideration of 

the psychological impact on 
survivors,” she said.

Kakakhel, who supports 
rape survivors with legal re-
sources, said that ongoing 
efforts aim to streamline le-
gal processes, but reforms, 
improved investigations, 
and increased awareness 
are crucial for minimizing 
delays within Pakistan’s legal 
framework.

However, lawyer Muham-
mad Ismail is hopeful that 
things will get better with 
the setting up of the first-

ever Anti-Rape Crisis Centre 
(ARCC) at the Pakistan In-
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(PIMS) in Islamabad, which 
will help the survivors.

Earlier in January, Paki-
stan, in collaboration with 
the UK government and 
UNFPA, set up the ARCC to 
extend the expeditious and 
effective redressal mecha-
nism for survivors of sexual 
violence. It seeks to provide 
well-rounded medical, legal, 
and social services to survi-
vors of sexual and gender-

based violence.
Ismail says it is a big devel-

opment towards ensuring 
safety, protection, and bring-
ing to justice those commit-
ting sexual assault.

“It will help the victims’ 
medically as well as legally. 
Samples for semen analysis 
and the provision of legal as-
sistance will be done on time 
and enough evidence will 
lead to convictions,” he says.

Addressing the inaugu-
ral ceremony, the UK’s High 
Commissioner, Jane Mar-

riott, said that the crisis cell 
was a significant milestone 
in addressing gender-based 
violence in Pakistan.

“This new facility will 
ensure that gender-based 
violence survivors are pro-
vided with quicker response 
services under one roof. The 
UK is proud to partner with 
Pakistan in advancing such 
important innovations for 
tackling violence,” Marriott 
said.

The United Nations Popu-
lation Fund Representative, 

Dr. Luay Shabaneh, said, 
“Rape is an ugly crime that 
causes lifelong pain and psy-
chological trauma to those 
who face it. By all means, 
rape is a crisis that needs 
a collective response. We 
should start with prevention 
and awareness raising but 
also ensure a comprehen-
sive response to help those 
in need.

Women-rights campaign-
ers appreciate the center, 
too.

An eight-year-old girl was 
allegedly raped by a 45-year-
old man in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, one of the four 
provinces in Pakistan but 
the culprit is scot-free be-
cause of a lack of evidence, 
Bibi Nusrat, a women’s rights 
activist, told IPS.

“Initially, the accused con-
fessed to police but in court, 
he denied any wrongdoing 
because the sample had 
been collected from the vic-
tim in an incorrect way. She 
has taken a bath soon after 
being raped,” she said.

The ARCC is a blessing for 
the people who faced issues 
in assessing justice. 

Dr. Muhammad Jawad at 
PIMS, where the ARCC is 
located, says they are estab-
lishing branches throughout 
the country.

“The victims would con-
tact the centre in their re-
spective provinces, where 
their medical examinations 
and tests would be done free 
of charge,” he says. The rape 
victims would also get free 
legal assistance because, in 
most cases, the hiring of law-
yers is a big issue due to a 
lack of money.
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THE Arusha-based world veg-
etable centre (Worldveg) has em-
barked on a crucial project meant 
to overcome aflatoxin cases in the 
vegetable sub-sector, especially in 
the vegetable drying, and other 
value addition sides.

Tanzania stands among coun-
tries which continue to battle 
against aflatoxin in crops pro-
duced and foods, the challenge 
which apart from affecting the 
agricultural sector, poses a major 
health risk to human beings.

Aflatoxins are a family of toxins 
produced by certain fungi that 
are found on agricultural crops 
such as maize (corn), peanuts, cot-
tonseed, and tree nuts. The main 
fungi that produce aflatoxins are 
Aspergillus flavus and aspergillus 
parasiticus, which are abundant 
in warm and humid regions of the 
world.

In Tanzania, aflatoxin contami-
nation cases have widely been 
reported to appear in some few 
common crops, including maize 
and groundnuts, resulting most of 
the relevant research being con-
centrated on the said prone crops.

But recently, the agricultural ex-
perts at the Worldveg have seen 
the need to launch a key initiative 
to help counter aflatoxin cases 
towards the vegetable sub-sector, 
after realizing the possibility of 
contamination of the disease in 
vegetables, the common and pop-
ular human consumed food.

Dr Simon Boniface, an Ento-
mologist and Laboratory Manager 
yesterday told The Guardian dur-
ing an interview that the ongoing 
research was being executed in 
cooperation with the Internation-
al Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA).

“In Tanzania, very little research 
has been conducted to establish 
the vegetable varieties that are 
subjected to aflatoxin, but some 
reports have suggested there are 
some vegetables and spices that 
are prone to aflatoxin, and thus we 
have decided to venture into the 
relevant research,” he unveiled.

He informed that apart from 
touching the farmers, the ongoing 
intervention was majoring efforts 
to empower the vegetable deal-
ers, those engaging into value ad-
dition.

“The vision behind the initiative 
is to impart the vegetable value 
addition stakeholders with vital 
knowledge on how to mitigate the 
possibility of aflatoxin contami-
nation in their products,” he ob-
served.

For instance, Dr Simon ex-
pressed, processing of vegetables 
incorporates a range of activities, 
such as dying, processing, storing 
and packaging, saying all stages 
can open the door for aflatoxin 
contamination.

Together with that, the expert 
observed that since the aflatoxin 
fungus are living underground, 
within the plants as well as in the 
end produce, there’s huge possi-
bility for vegetable varieties to be 
contaminated, hence a need for 
specific research and solution.

Records show that more than 
half of Tanzanians live in rural 
areas and depend on subsistence 
agriculture for their livelihoods. 
However, these crops are highly 
susceptible to fungal infestation 
and aflatoxin contamination—the 
leading cause of liver disease and 
liver cancer in Tanzania—and re-
duces the country’s export-earn-
ing potential.

To fight against fungal infesta-
tion and aflatoxin contamination, 
the Ministry of Agriculture has so 
far penned down three deals and 
two Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with different com-
panies for the execution of the 
Tanzania Initiative for Prevent-
ing Aflatoxin Contamination (TA-
NIPAC) project, worth US Dollars 
35.3 million (about 81bn/-).

Together with that, several 
other efforts have been stepped 
up with other stakeholders in the 
private sector, international origi-
nations, to add muscles in the war 
against the dangerous fungus in 
crops.

In the similar constructive role, 
the IITA has managed to develop 
aflatoxin biocontrol technology, 
Aflasafe, which has so far won the 
Best Innovative Research Proj-
ect at the World BioProtection 
Awards in 2022.

The dry spore innovation, one 
of the Institute’s technologies for 
solving the problem of aflatoxin 
contamination in crops such as 
maize, soybean, and groundnut, 
won the award in a category short-
listing 38 finalists from 32 differ-
ent organizations.

Veggie centre in new 
project to counter 
effects of aflatoxin 
in vegetable sector

By Timothy Obiezu, Abuja

T
HE African Develop-
ment Bank is warn-
ing that the rising 
cost of energy, food 

and other commodities in 
several African countries, in-
cluding Angola, Ethiopia and 
Kenya, could trigger social 
unrest. Already, people in Af-
rica’s most populous country, 
Nigeria, have been marching to 
protest the high cost of living, 
prompting the government to 
release grain from the national 
reserves.

The African Development 
Bank’s notice was contained in 
its biannual Africa Macroeco-
nomic Performance outlook 
publication released last week.

The bank said in its 2024 
forecast that energy and food 
price increases — along with 
a currency depreciation in 
Angola, Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Nigeria — could spark internal 
conflict, despite Africa show-
ing overall economic growth.

The bank also said conflicts 
in eastern Europe and the Mid-

dle East could trigger supply 
chain disruptions, exacerbate 
inflation across the world, and 
make Africa’s situation more 
precarious.

This, as protests over hunger 
and the cost of living grow in 
Nigeria.

Hundreds protest food 
prices

On Monday, hundreds of 
people demonstrated in 
southwestern Oyo state, ask-
ing authorities to take steps to 
bring down the cost of food or 
resign from office.

Security analyst Senator 
Iroegbu agrees with the Afri-
can Development Bank’s pro-
jections.

“It’s obvious for even the 
blind to see that there will be 
social unrest because [of ] the 
three basic needs of life, food, 
shelter and clothing. The most 
important is feeding,” said 
Iroegbu. “Nobody can survive 
without food and that is the 
level Nigerians are heading to, 
so people are becoming rest-
less. In fact, if one-tenth of 

what happens in Nigeria hap-
pens in another place, there 
will be serious unrest but the 
elasticity of that is being test-
ed.”

The African Development 
Bank said Africa has several 
rapidly growing economies, 
such as Ivory Coast, Libya, Ni-
ger, Rwanda and Senegal.

But the bank said perfor-
mance varies from country 
to country depending on eco-
nomic policies.

Nigerian President Bola 
Tinubu embarked on bold 
economic reforms including 
the scrapping of expensive 
fuel subsidies and floating of 
the country’s currency, upon 
taking office last May.

While authorities say the 
policies are bound to pay off, 
the immediate shocks are hav-
ing an impact on the economy.

Last week, Nigeria’s inflation 
hit 29.9% — its highest mark 
since mid-1996. In response, 
authorities ordered the re-
lease of 102,00 metric tons 
of grain, including rice and 
maize, to lower food prices.

Government ‘not sleep-
ing,’ says official

On Tuesday, Nigeria’s chief 
of defense staff, Major General 
Christopher Musa, spoke to 
journalists in Abuja about the 
situation.

“The entire world is feeling 
the heat; it’s not only peculiar 
to Nigeria,” said Musa. “We’ve 
had a few riots here and there. 
Why I’m happy is that the gov-
ernment too is not sleeping, it’s 
stepping up to ensuring that 
they address these challenges. 
You’ve seen that grains have 
been released, measures are 
being put in place to bring suc-
cor all over the country. The is-
sue of dollar and exchange rate, 
everything is tied to it and that’s 
why we’re having these issues.”

The African Development 
Bank says economic growth in 
Africa is expected to average 
3.8% and 4.2% in 2024 and 2025, 
respectively — higher than pro-
jected global averages in the 
same period. But protesters say 
unless they can afford food and 
life’s basics, they will continue 
to march in the streets.

AfDB: high cost of living in 
Africa could cause unrest

Pedestrians shop for pepper and other food items at the Mile 12 Market in Lagos, Nigeria

EIT Climate-KIC communications manager Henriëtte de Wit addresses partici-
pants during the official inauguration of the Building an Adaptation Innova-
tion Cluster in Tanzania initiative.

By Guardian 
Reporter

AS part of efforts to 
address the root causes 
of climate change and 
help adjust to its expect-
ed and actual effects to 
reduce vulnerability, 
an international not-
for-profit organization, 
EIT Climate-KIC, has 
introduced an initiative 
that seeks to enhance 
the climate resilience 
of rural communities in 
the country through in-
novation and collabora-
tion.

The initiative dubbed 
“Building an Adapta-
tion Innovation Cluster 
in Tanzania” focuses 
on increasing resilience 
and sustainable devel-
opment by supporting 
locally developed adap-
tation solutions for ru-
ral communities, which 
includes creating an 
enabling environment 
that promotes climate 
innovations, and stimu-
lates new green start-up 

growth, employment, 
and investment.

EIT Climate-KIC Com-
munications Manager, 
Henriëtte de Wit, said 
in Dar es Salaam on 
Tuesday evening that 
currently, a gap exists 
in ensuring that adapta-
tion solutions reach the 
most vulnerable rural 
communities effectively 
and that these solutions 
take root within the 
communities.

“To address this, it is 
crucial to enhance the 
capacity of smallholder 
farmers to adapt to cli-
mate change. Climate 
risks have the potential 
to worsen poverty lev-
els and deepen food in-
security, particularly in 
agriculture-dependent 
households.

This involves an on-
going process of gather-
ing and learning from 
local knowledge and 
experiences, as well as 
exploring the dynamics 
between local commu-
nities and the private 

sector and thereby pro-
viding the local com-
munities with the vital 
tools needed for adap-
tation resilience,” she 
said.

She added that the 
cluster approach is 
when groups of people 
from different back-
grounds, locations, and 
sectors, share a com-
mon purpose and come 
together to become 
“more than just the sum 
of their parts”.

“This is because when 
there is knowledge 
sharing, learning, net-
working, and connec-
tion, there is potential 
for many more ideas 
and solutions than was 
possible before coming 
together,” she said.

Speaking during the 
event to officially in-
troduce the initiative, 
Youth and Women De-
velopment Assistant Di-
rector, Mophat Mapun-
da, noted that one of 
the ways to address the 
challenges of climate 

change is to sensitize 
the public on simple 
but effective alternative 
cooking energy.

“Communities mostly 
use firewood and char-
coal for cooking and it 
has been that way for 
many since our forefa-
thers and yet the fuel in-
creases heat and smoke 
pollution thus a need 
to be innovative when 
using such energy for 
cooking,” he said.

He said that one inno-
vative way is to ensure 
that heat and smoke 
emissions are reduced 
by pruning trees and 
using sticks instead of 
felling whole trees and 
using logs to make the 
world a safer place and 
mitigate climate change 
effects.

Laurel Kivuyo, Found-
er and Director of Cli-
mate Hub Tanzania, 
said that in addressing 
the challenges of cli-
mate change, among 
their activities include 
sensitizing the youth 

about the problem.
“We also engage in 

different projects that 
are focused on recy-
cling of waste and in the 
process help generate 
revenues,” she added.

For his part, Sahara 
Ventures Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Jumanne 
Mtambalike, said that 
one of their main roles 
in the project is to help 
nurture innovative ide-
as that will lead to adap-
tation of climate change 
challenges.

EIT Climate-KIC is Eu-
rope’s leading climate 
agency and community 
which supports cities, 
regions, and countries, 
and industries to bridge 
the gap between cli-
mate commitments and 
current reality. The in-
novation adaptation 
cluster initiative is fi-
nanced by the Govern-
ment of Ireland through 
Irish Aid and is locally 
being implemented in 
collaboration with Sa-
hara Ventures.

Initiative for enhanced climate 
resilience in rural communities
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By A Special Correspondent

N
OT too long ago, the 
plot of land that Ma-
ria Ivonete de Souza 
inherited was barren, 

the soil hardened by years of cat-
tle ranching. When the family 
had arrived to the Amazon from 
southern Brazil four decades ear-
lier, her father had swiftly cleared 
the dense rainforest to make way 
for pasture.

“He razed it all by hand, with a 
saw and an ax,” Souza said on the 
porch of her wooden farmhouse 
on the dusty outskirts of Colíder, 
some 393 miles (632 kilometers) 
north of Mato Grosso’s state capi-
tal. “It’s horrible to be talking 
about this. Because I’m recalling 
things that bother me deeply to-
day.”

Now, decades later, Souza is 
fighting to turn back the clock on 
destruction in this region. In a bid 
to reforest, she has planted seeds 
from species that are native to 
the rainforest but have begun to 
vanish from here, as soy and corn 
production expand at a frenzied 
pace.

“If people knew how difficult it 
is to plant trees, they would nev-
er even dream of cutting them 
down,” said Souza, who leads the 
community organization Cole-
tivo Agúa Vida. “Here, we want to 
do things differently. We want to 
restore the forest to health.”

A key part of this dream is 
building a community seed bank 
that can help rehabilitate the na-
tive vegetation and protect the 
biodiversity being wiped out by 
monoculture in Mato Grosso, Bra-
zil’s biggest producer of grains. 
Souza has helped organize events 
bringing together the region’s 
subsistence farmers, Indigenous 
people and traditional communi-
ties, so they can swap seeds and 
know-how.

“It’s so important for us to have 
these seeds,” she said, waving to 
a cluster of mismatched canisters 
holding seeds in shades of brown, 
yellow and red. “And we have to 
share, so that this seed doesn’t 
disappear.”

Local seed initiatives like these 
are gaining momentum across 
Brazil – and they are emerging as 
a key tool for reforestation, as the 
country looks to make good on 

In Brazil’s soy belt, community seed 
banks offering hope for the Amazon

‘The forest is like a rain factory’
In Mato Grosso, the trappings 

of agriculture are everywhere. 
On street corners, towering bill-
boards offer new brands of seeds, 
pesticides and tractors. Politi-
cians campaign on promises 
for bold infrastructure projects 
aimed at boosting soy and corn 
output. Towns that were specks 
on the map a few decades ago are 
booming, fueled by the world’s 
insatiable hunger for commodi-
ties.

Since the early 1980s, the area 
occupied by agriculture and cat-
tle in Brazil has jumped by 50%, 
according to a recent study by 
MapBiomas, a Brazilian environ-
mental think tank.  But scientists 
say this dizzying growth has come 
at a steep cost for the climate: re-
peated heat waves, erratic rain 
patterns and punishing droughts 
have become commonplace in 
the Amazon in recent years.

“The forest is like a rain fac-
tory,” Gatti said. “It churns out 
water and it also cools tempera-
tures. So it plays a big role in cli-
mate.”

The impacts of climate change 
on the Amazon reached new 
proportions this year, as historic 
drought dried up important riv-
ers, decimated subsistence crops, 
curbed hydropower supplies and 

isolated remote riverside com-
munities, leaving many without 
food and medicine. On a recent 
visit to the region, the devasta-
tion was evident as our car slid 
past streams that had run dry 
and fields parched from weeks 
without rain.

Large-scale agriculture, which 
consumes 70% of Brazil’s fresh-
water supplies, is the main culprit 
of this deepening climate crisis, 
according to Gatti. “The problem 
is this model of planting a sea of 
soybeans,” she said. “Monocul-
ture is destroying the climate.”

The impact of monoculture is 
two-fold, she explained. On one 
hand, fewer trees mean the forest 
is able to recycle less water back 
into the atmosphere, resulting in 
reduced rainfall. The forest then 
grows drier, which diminishes 
its ability to regulate tempera-
tures. (Researchers have linked 
temperature anomalies in the 
Brazilian Amazon and  Cerrado 
to deforestation events up to 50 
km away).

Harvested corn fields in rural 
Mato Grosso state, Brazil’s main 
producer of grains. Agricultural 
expansion has already swallowed 
up much of the rainforest in this 
region and environmental advo-
cates say this is driving climate 
shifts. Image by Ana Ionova for 

By Zablon Oyugi

IN the wake of dire climate 
change effects globally and dwin-
dled crop harvest leading to food 
insecurity, biostimulants applica-
tion are now being considered as 
sustainable tool for plant produc-
tion and a meaningful approach 
to plants nutrition boost thus re-
ducing the gap between organic 
and conventional yields.

According to a 2018 review on 
Plant Biostimulants: Innovative 
Tool for Enhancing Plant Nutri-
tion in Organic Farming pub-
lished by European Journal of 
Horticultural Science, biostimu-
lants application can overcome 
nutrient limitation typical of 
organic systems by improving 
nutrient availability, uptake and 
assimilation, and consequently 
reducing the gap between organ-
ic and conventional yields.

In fact, given the increasing in-
terest worldwide in organically 
produced foods in the past two 
decades and the need for envi-
ronmentally-friendly production 
system able to produce food with 
minimal harm to ecosystems as 
well as minimal use of off-farm 
inputs, the use of naturally de-
rived plant biostimulants contin-

ues to offer some ray of hope for 
farmers and consumers.

Cathy Liu, the Marketing Direc-
tor at Wellyou Tech, a Chinese-
based supplier of agricultural 
chemicals says plant biostimu-
lant substances come from vari-
ous natural sources such as plant 
extracts, hormones, seaweed and 
other organic materials best for 
crops yields enhancement.

“These substances contain 
compounds that activate or 
enhance certain physiological 
processes in plants, thereby in-
creasing yield, quality and stress 
resistance thus helping in plant 
growth and development,” said 
Liu in her LinkedIn published 
piece on Application of plant bi-
ostimulant in agriculture.

Types of plant biostimulants
Plant biostimulants encompass 

various categories, such as hu-
mic and fulvic acids, amino ac-
ids, seaweed extracts, and plant 
growth regulators like auxins, cy-
tokinins, and gibberellins. Each 
category offers distinct advan-
tages tailored to different crops 
and growth phases.

The classification is based on 
their action in the plants or, on 
the physiological plant responses 
rather than on their composition.

Role of biostimulants 
in bridging yield gaps 
and fostering farmers’ 
resilience to climate

substances can promote nutrient 
uptake and assimilation as their 
appropriate application can im-
prove root and shoot vigor.

In addition, the increase of 
plant nutrient uptake has been 
often attributed to one or more of 
the following factors: an increase 
in soil enzymatic and microbial 
activities, modification of root ar-
chitecture as well as an enhance-
ment in mi-cronutrient mobility 
and solubility, according to the 
European Journal of Horticultur-
al Science publication.

Soil health: Soil has humic sub-
stances (HS) which are natural 
substances resulting from the 
chemical and biological transfor-
mations of dead cell materials as 
well as from microbial metabo-
lism.

HS have been recognized as 
essential contributors on the 
physico-chemical properties of 
soils thus most biostimulant ef-
fects of HS refer to stimulation 
of root growth and improvement 
of plant nutrition resulting from 
the increase of soil nutrient avail-
ability.

Certain biostimulants have the 
capability to enhance soil health 
and fertility by enriching soil pa-
rameters and functions.

This can additionally foster 
positive outcomes in terms of soil 
restoration and water utilization 
efficiency, crucially contributing 
to the long-term preservation of 
soil fertility.

Resistance/tolerance to cli-
mate change: Biostimulants have 
the potential to bolster plants’ re-
silience against abiotic stressors 
like drought or extreme tempera-
tures.

A significant use of plant bi-
ostimulants in agriculture is miti-
gating plant stress induced by di-
verse environmental factors.

Climate change effects such 
as drought, salinity, and fluctua-
tions in temperature are among 
the stressors impacting plant 
health, consequently influencing 
crop yield and quality.

However, biostimulants are 
able to stimulate the natural pro-
cesses in plants when they need 
it the most allowing plants to 
achieve optimal yields in situa-
tions where the environmental 
conditions are not ideal, enabling 
farmers to be both profitable and 

sustainable, according to Yara 
International ASA document on 
Plant Biostimulants: a vital solu-
tion for sustainable agriculture 
and a resilient food system.

How biostimulants can enable 
farmers achieve sustainable agri-
culture

When used alongside organic 
and mineral fertilizers, biostim-
ulants can significantly ben-
efit farmers striving to embrace 
climate-positive practices, ad-
dress food loss and waste, and 
maintain the profitability of their 
farms.

According to Yara, the follow-
ing are some of the ways this can 

be achieved:
Enhancing nutrient utiliza-

tion: Biostimulants enhance nu-
trient utilization by promoting 
robust root development, ena-
bling plants to absorb increased 
amounts of nutrients and water, 
or by enhancing nutrient avail-
ability within the soil.

These functionalities collec-
tively aid in minimizing nutrient 
wastage into the environment 
and optimizing fertilizer utiliza-
tion.

Indeed, several studies con-
ducted on greenhouse and 
open-field vegetables suggest 
that applications of biostimulant 

its pledge to rehabilitate 60,000 
square kilometers (23,160 square 
miles) of deforested and degrad-
ed land by 2030. Proponents say 
planting seeds – rather than seed-
lings – can be a cheaper, faster 
and more efficient way to restore 
decimated forests, helping Brazil 
meet its ambitious target.

Scientists also claim forest res-
toration through seeds can help 
recuperate some of the biodiver-
sity that is being lost through de-
forestation. Unlike government 
seed banks, which store samples 
for historic preservation, com-
munity banks collect seeds, ex-
change varieties and ultimately 
plant a medley of them, in a bid 
to mimic the forest as closely as 
possible.

If applied on a large scale, re-
forestation through native seeds 
could play a crucial role in offset-
ting some of the destruction that 
has swept the Amazon in recent 
years, while also staving off a cli-
mate crisis that is already hitting 
local communities, according to 
Luciana Gatti, a senior researcher 
in climate change for the Brazil-
ian National Institute for Space 
Research (INPE).

“The key is to plant trees, trees 
and more trees,” she said. “Refor-
estation is our only way out of 
this.”

er to restore balance are the spe-
cies native to that environment,” 
Gatti said. “And the more they 
grow, the more water they will 
throw into the atmosphere.”

‘The more, the better’
Scientists also warn that spe-

cies native to the Brazilian rain-
forest are disappearing – and 
many point a finger to monocul-
ture.

Although the full scope of the 
Amazon’s biodiversity is un-
known, some studies estimate 
that it may hold between 15,000 
and 50,000 species of flora. And 
research has suggested that cli-
mate change and forest destruc-
tion could lead to a 58% decline 
in tree diversity in the Amazon by 
2050.

Community seed projects 
are working to combat this di-
versity loss by using a method 
called “muvuca,” which relies on 
spreading a large and varied mix-
ture of mostly native seeds across 
degraded areas, to assure a high-
er diversity of plants and trees.

“We try to truly imitate the for-
est as it is, sowing all the seeds 
at the same time,” said Renato 
Nazário, a forest restoration tech-
nician at the Xingu Seed Network, 
a nonprofit providing support 
and training to about two dozen 
community seed initiatives in the 
Amazon. “And each one has a dif-
ferent role in the reforestation 
process.”

Typically, about a third of the 
seeds are rapidly-growing non-
native species, such as squash 
and jack beans, that act as “green 
fertilizers.” This vegetation pro-
vides food and income for local 
communities, as well as safe-
guards against invasive plants, so 
that other native tree species like 
copaiba (genus Copaifera), cash-
ew (Anacardium occidentale) 
and pequi (Caryocar brasiliense) 
can have a chance to mature. 
Some trees reach maturity in 20 
years, while others take as long as 
50 to grow to their full size.

“The more species the better,” 
said Nazário, noting this method 
can yield between 5,000 and 
12,000 species per hectare. “This 
shows it’s possible, through eco-
logical restoration, to recuperate 
the forest’s biodiversity.”

Over the last few decades, spe-
cies that were once important 
medicines or staples in Indig-
enous diets, like certain types of 
maize, have vanished in some vil-
lages deep in the rainforest. Some 
trees which yielded seeds and fib-
ers for traditional jewelry, head-
pieces or artisan wares have also 
become scarce, dealing a blow to 
cultural traditions.

Mongabay.
The ideal would be to reforest 

en masse and move towards an 
agroforestry model, where na-
tive species grow alongside other 
crops. “That way, you have agri-
cultural production and, at the 
same time, you preserve trees 
that will help make rain and re-
duce temperatures,” Gatti said.

The climate impacts of defor-
estation go far beyond Brazil too. 
Vapor from the Amazon rainfor-
est canopy accounts for about a 
fifth of the oxygen released into 
the atmosphere each day. The 
rainforest is also both the world’s 
biggest carbon sink and a huge 
source of potential emissions, 
holding an estimated 123 billion 
tons of carbon. When trees are 
cut down, the destruction deals a 
major blow to the global climate 
because more carbon dioxide is 
released and less is absorbed.

As a result, scientists insist 
that restoring native forests, in 
Brazil and elsewhere, represents 
one of the planet’s best hopes 
for mitigating climate change, 
both locally and globally. And in 
the long-term, research suggests 
these restored forests in the Ama-
zon can help regulate rainfall and 
prevent important rivers from 
drying out.

“The species that have the pow-

Cattle ranching is a key economic driver in Mato Grosso, Brazil’s agricultural heartland.
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Behavioural change vital for
attaining cashless economy

By Guardian Reporter

M
ANY people do 
not believe that 
carrying cash for 
the purpose of 

making payments for goods 
and services is costly and 
risky.

Sometimes, many feel 
proud when carrying cash in 
hand, as they believe that it is 
a symbol of “wealth”.

Data show that, despite on-
going campaigns to promote 
cashless economy over the 
period of time, each 100/- 
spent by Tanzanians in paying 
goods and services, more than 
88/- conducted through hard 
currency, while 12/- is paid 
digitally.

This behavior is continu-
ing to disappoint the central 
bank, due to spending a lot 
of money that could either be 
spent in other uses; to print 
hard currencies time to time 
to replace the old notes and 
coins, because the changing 
hands do not consider proper 
handling.

Apart from the disappoint-
ment to the central bank, 
hard currencies handlers also 
sometimes face a lot of secu-
rity risks including robbery 
incidents. It is believed that a 
cashless society could make 
the economy more efficient 
by reducing the need for cash 
handling and storage. 

This could save businesses 
and individuals time and 
money. 

Fabian Kasole, assistant 
manager, policy and licensing, 
department of oversight and 
policy, directorate of National 
Payment System, Bank of Tan-
zania (BoT), says despite of 
having plenty of digital pay-
ment channels, including mo-
bile payment solutions, the 
majority of people still prefer 
paying in hard cash.

This is due to the fact that 
changing a behavior is no 
easy, as many still do not trust 
digital channels for their own 
reasons.

While the mobile payment 

creased efficiency and facili-
tate cross border transactions 
that is essential for boosting 
intra-regional trade among 
the East African.

Tanzania is also linked to 
the regional cross-border real-
time gross settlement (RTGS) 
system in the SADC region. 

It is an automated interbank 
settlement system operated 
by the South African Reserve 
Bank, as appointed by the 
SADC participating member 
central banks.

Participants in SADC-RTGS 
include central banks and fi-
nancial institutions, i.e. banks 
and non-banks in the SADC 
region that are authorised by 
their respective central bank 
to participate.

Kasole said the benefits 
of digital payment systems 
include conveniences, fast 
transactions, easy to track 
due to recorded transactions, 
protects loss of funds, ensure 
security among payers and 
payees and is stress free.

“Digital payment system is 
more secure and has high lev-
el of security,” he said.

He mentioned some of the 
challenges facing digital finan-
cial services transformation 
as the public trust on digital 
payment system, public edu-
cation and frauds. Kasole said, 
looking forward, the central 
bank is expected to launch 
a public education aimed at 
promoting cashless economy.

In his statement on the Na-
tional Payment Systems (NPS) 
annual report 2022, the BoT 
Governor Emmanuel Tutuba 
noted that the mobile money 
technology was the key ena-
bler for accelerating financial 
services access for the margin-
alized communities, particu-
larly low-income individuals, 
small enterprises operators 
and smallholder farmers.

“The Bank will continue 
to modernize the payment 
system in collaboration with 
stakeholders to foster digiti-
zation of the economy to sup-
port inclusive finance and in-
clusive growth,” he said.

Parliament committee 
lauds president Samia 
investment endeavours

By Julieth Mkireri, KIBAHA

THE Parliament Standing Committee on Governance, 
Constitution, and Legal Affairs has commended President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan’s administration for its proactive 
efforts in mobilizing both local and foreign investments, 
resulting in significant success.

The committee has pledged to offer close cooperation 
to address any obstacles faced by investors, thereby fa-
cilitating the realization of their objectives in producing 
goods for both domestic and international markets.

Chairing the committee, Dr. Joseph Mhagama, high-
lighted these sentiments during their yesterday’s visit to 
Modern Industrial Park situated in Disunyara/Kikongo 
Mlandizi, Kibaha district, Coast region.

He attributed the surge in investment within the country 
to the President’s adept promotion of the nation, aligning 
it with available opportunities, a move that has attracted 
numerous local and foreign investors.

Furthermore, the Committee extended congratulations 
to the region’s investor, a native, pledging to swiftly ad-
dress any obstacles hindering investment, thereby foster-
ing an environment conducive to development and in-
creased employment opportunities for youth.

Dr. Mhagama emphasized the importance of providing 
local investors with a supportive environment akin to that 
offered to foreign investors and modern enterprises. He 
assured full cooperation and prompt resolution of any is-
sues that may arise. 

For his part, State Minister in the President Office 
responsible for Planning, and Investment, Prof. Kitila 
Mkumbo, commended the investor for setting an example 
and becoming a beacon for other natives through his in-
vestment endeavors.

Prof. Mkumbo highlighted that investment in the coun-
try is not solely driven by external parties; Tanzanians 
have also demonstrated significant interest and that statis-
tics from the Tanzania Investment Center (TIC) indicates 
that 61 percent of investors in the country are natives.

Angela Maingu, Sales and Marketing Manager of Turkey 
Estate, the company responsible for selling industrial par-
cels in the said project, presented an initial overview of 
the project. She noted that the Kamaka Company, based 
in Dar es Salaam, is the primary investor of the venture.

According to her, the objectives of Kamaka’s invest-
ment in the region encompass attracting both investors 
and new technologies, fostering economic growth, thus 
positioning the area as a hub for research and educa-
tional institutions, by providing practical training op-
portunities.

Maingu disclosed that the total cost of the project, in-
cluding the construction of anticipated factories, amounts 
to 3.5 tn/-. According to her, at least 1.1 bn/- will be utilized 
for comprehensive infrastructure development in the 
period of five-year. Moreover, at least 35 bn/- has been al-
ready used for that matter.

Spanning 1,077 acres, the project site comprises 210 
plots, with 202 designated for industrial use, alongside 
two power stations, two commercial zones, three commu-
nity service areas, and a dry port. The site features an ex-
tensive network of internal and external roads spanning 
25 kilometers.

PMB tool for qualifying track records in IMF programmes reviewed

Fabian Kasote, assistant manager at policy and licensing, department of oversight and policy, 
directorate of National Payment System, Bank of Tanzania (BoT)

By Guardian Reporter

THE IMF Executive Board 
completed its review of the 
policy for Staff-Monitored 
Programs with Board Involve-
ment (PMB), a vital tool help-
ing member countries estab-
lish qualifying track records 
for IMF support programs.

This is according to IMF’s 
press statement which was 
made to this paper yesterday, 
saying the board has also en-
dorsed the proposal to keep 
the said tool in the Fund’s 
toolkit with a subsequent re-
view expected in three years.

In September 2022, the Ex-
ecutive Board amended the 
policy on Staff Monitored Pro-
grams (SMPs) to create PMBs, 
as with all SMPs, the objective 
of the PMB is to build or re-
build a track record of policy 
implementation towards an 
Upper Credit Tranche (UCT)-
quality Fund-supported pro-
gram.

“The PMB is carefully cir-
cumscribed for member 
countries under either, an on-
going concerted international 
effort by creditors or donors 
to provide substantial new fi-
nancing or debt relief in sup-

port of the member’s policy 
program or significant out-
standing credit under emer-
gency financing (EF) instru-
ments at the time of a new EF 
request,” the statement reads 
in partly.

Adding: “It allows the Ex-
ecutive Board to opine, at the 
time of the PMB approval, on 
the robustness of the mem-
ber’s policies to meet the pro-
gram’s objectives and, in the 
context of reviews, on wheth-
er it agrees with staff that the 
member is on track to meet 
those objectives.

It was noted that the pur-
pose of the review, as envis-
aged at the time of the incep-
tion of the instrument, was to 
determine whether the PMB 
remains a valuable addition 
to the Fund’s toolkit.

“The PMB plays an impor-
tant niche role in the toolkit 
supporting members in cir-
cumscribed circumstances,” 
the statement affirms.

Since its inception, three 
members namely Malawi, 
Ukraine and South Sudan, 
have implemented PMBs.

Given the limited number 
of cases, further experience 
would be needed to draw 
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channel remains the most 
used in terms of volume of 
transactions in making pay-
ment, there has been a grow-
ing trend towards other chan-
nels such as point-of-sale 
(POS) machines and mobile 
banking.

The advantages of a cash-
less economy including less 
crime, less hassle for manag-
ing currency and easy finds 
transfer, 

On the other hand, the 
disadvantages of a cashless 
economy are less privacy, 
greater exposure to hacking, 
technological dependency, 
and more.

According to Kasole, the 
central bank introduced two 
payment systems for large 
(above 20mn/-) and small 
value (below 20mn/-), which 
facilitate digital real time pay-
ments transactions for institu-
tions and individual respec-

tively.
The central bank is man-

aging the Tanzania Instant 
Payment System (TIPS) a pay-
ment system that allows users 
to send and receive money in 
real time using their mobile 
phones or bank accounts.

Kasole said TIPS is inte-
grated system which does 
not require services provider 
to pass through aggregator 
(third party). Users can reg-
ister on the system through a 
USSD code or an application 
and search for the name of the 
recipient in the system.

The system has therefore in-
creased financial inclusion by 
improving access and usage 
of financial services through 
promoting the interoperabil-
ity of digital financial services 
amongst all Payment Service 
Providers in the country.

Other systems include Tan-
zania Instant Settlement Sys-

tem (TISS) and Tanzania Auto-
mated Clearing House (TACH).

On East African region’s 
cross border digital financial 
services, Tanzania, through 
the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) is 
also integrated into East Afri-
can Payment System (EAPS), 
which allows Tanzanians to 
make payment or transfer 
funds to other EAC member 
countries without using third 
party.

The systems operates on 
a real time gross settlement 
basis by utilizing the linkage 
between the various Partner 
States’ Real Time Gross Set-
tlement (RTGS) systems using 
SWIFT (Society for World-
wide Interbank Financial Tel-
ecommunication) messaging 
network for safe and secure 
delivery of payment and set-
tlement messages to each 
other. 

EAPS has therefore in-

more definitive conclusions 
in terms of the usefulness of 
the PMB vis-à-vis alternative 
instruments and a more par-
simonious Fund toolkit.

In this context, the Execu-
tive Board decided to keep the 
PMB in the Fund’s toolkit. The 
instrument will be expected 
to be reviewed in three years.

IMF is of the view that the 
PMB can complement the 
Fund’s toolkit in well-circum-

scribed circumstances, while 
noting that the limited num-
ber of cases thus far prevent-
ed drawing firm conclusions.

“They agreed that the Staff-
Monitored Program (SMP) 
should continue to be the 
Fund’s primary instrument 
to build or rebuild a track 
record of policy implementa-
tion toward a Fund arrange-
ment that supports an Upper 
Credit Tranche (UCT)-quality 

program,” its reads.
According to the statement, 

directors acknowledged the 
potential benefits of limited 
Executive Board involvement 
through the PMB, including 
enhancing donor coordina-
tion, catalyzing additional fi-
nancial support including in 
low-income, fragile, and con-
flict-affected countries, creat-
ing an additional safeguard in 
cases of elevated emergency 

financing exposure, reflecting 
the Board’s views on policies 
at an earlier stage, and there-
by facilitating the transition to 
UCT-quality programs. They 
positively noted the experi-
ences of Ukraine and Malawi 
in this regard.

However, given the limited 
set of countries that have 
used the PMB, directors em-
phasized that it is too soon to 
accurately gauge the pros and 
cons of PMBs, and that further 
experience would be needed 
to draw more definitive con-
clusions on the usefulness of 
the PMB vis-à-vis alternative 
instruments. A few directors 
were skeptical about the mer-
its of the PMB relative to the 
regular SMP.

Furthermore, the stamen 
has that directors stressed 
that access to the PMB should 
continue to be limited to the 
two use criteria to prevent 
encroachment on the use of 
SMPs. Where the PMB-use cri-
teria are met, the PMB should 
continue to be encouraged, 
but the ultimate choice be-
tween a PMB or a regular SMP 
should remain voluntary and 
continue to rest with the re-
questing member.

Directors reiterated the 
importance of mitigating po-
tential challenges associated 
with the implementation of 
PMB policy, particularly, po-
tentially blurring the lines 
between Board endorsed pro-
grams and SMPs.

They also underscored 
the importance of mitigat-
ing these risks by maintain-
ing effective communication 
regarding the nature and 
purpose of the PMB, and en-
couraged the next review 
to include an assessment of 
risks and challenges that may 
emerge with more experience 
with the PMB.

In order to avoid diluting 
the strength of the signaling 
effect of the Board endorse-
ment of UCT-quality pro-
grams, it would be critical 
to communicate clearly that 
responsibility for PMBs rests 
with staff and management, 
and the Board has limited in-
volvement and does not en-
dorse a PMB.

The board agreed to have 
the review in three years once 
more experience is gained, 
while a number of Directors 
were open to an earlier re-
view if warranted.



B
ARRICK Gold Cor-
poration has do-
nated $40,000 
(101.61mn/-) to four 

non-government organiza-
tions (NGOs) that are working 
to transforming people’s lives 
through community projects 
in different sectors.

Melkiory Ngido , Barrick 
Country Manager said re-
cently that the money has 
been provided as part of the 
company’s corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) arrange-
ment which significantly tar-
geting to improve the lives of 
people.

He said among the benefit-
ed NGOs include New Hope 
Community Development 
Organization which works 

on empowering women and 
youth economically. The or-
ganisation was given $10,000 
for implementation of its pro-
jects.

However, its projects target 
at enhancing surveillance re-
search, advocacy and youth 
involvement, community par-
ticipation and coordinated 
responses among policy mak-
ers.

The Fungua Trust is anoth-
er beneficiary which is dedi-
cating its projects to enhance 
community capacity for posi-
tive and sustainable change. 

The NGO has been given 
$10,000 which will be used 
in supporting approximately 
1,200 school girls in improv-
ing their sanitary hygiene to 
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Barrick Gold donates funds 
for community endeavours

 Jeremy Stevens

enhance access to quality 
education.

He said the NGO will also 
use the money in sensitizing 
over 3,000 school girls with 
reproductive health knowl-

miner is also progressing its 
$40 million pledge to build a 
world-class 73 Kilometre road 
from Bulyanhulu to the new 
Kahama airport. 

Speaking of the company’s 
success, Ngido said Barrick’s 
North Mara and Bulyanhulu 
gold mines have sustained 
their strong performance and 
achieved their production 
guidance for 2023. The mines 
are part of Twiga Minerals 
joint venture.

He said the transformation 
of two derelict mines into a 
world-class complex which, 
on a combined basis, produc-
es gold at a Tier One level.

“The Twiga partnership has 
not only transformed Tanza-
nia’s gold mining industry, it 

has also re-established the 
country, well-known as one 
Africa’s most popular tourism 
attractions, as a prime invest-
ment destination that has a 
wealth of metal and mineral 
resources,” he said.

He asserted that conver-
sion drilling at both mines 
has again replenished their 
reserves after depletion. 

At North Mara, the poten-
tial for another underground 
operation is being explored 
while the optimization of its 
open cast mine plan is expect-
ed to add years to its life. 

At Bulyanhulu, he said, 
there are near-surface oppor-
tunities with the potential for 
increasing production and 
mining flexibility.

Manama

BAHRAINI lenders have enjoyed 
steady growth over the past year, 
thanks to diversified business models 
and supportive domestic economic 
conditions.

The country’s higher-interest-rate 
climate, coupled with a healthy pipe-
line of local and regional infrastruc-
ture projects, lifted the profitability 
of the biggest banks throughout 2023.

Bank ABC, the only one of Bah-
rain’s top five lenders to post full-
year results before The Banker went 
to press, saw net profit attributable to 
shareholders grow by 53 percent to 
$235mn, with total operating income 
growing 16 per cent for the year.

Bahrain’s largest lender, Ahli Unit-
ed Bank acquired by Kuwait Finance 
House in 2022 posted attributable 
net profits of $552mn in the nine 
months to September 2023, a 62 per-
cent year-on-year increase.

National Bank of Bahrain’s attribut-
able net profits increased 16 percent 
over the first nine months of the year 
compared with 2022, with Gulf In-
ternational Bank’s profits growing by 
141 percent over the same period.

Al Baraka Group’s attributable net 
income over the first three quarters 
of 2023 remained steady compared 
with 2022, although its total net in-

come increased by 19 percent.
Net interest margins at all banks 

benefited from rising interest rates, 
with monetary policy-makers at the 
Central Bank of Bahrain acting in line 
with the US Federal Reserve, given 
the peg between the dollar and the 
Bahraini dinar.

The CBB lifted its key policy rate 
from 5.25 percent at the start of 2023 
to 6.25 percent in July, where it re-
mains at time of writing.

“Many Bahraini banks have reaped 
the benefits of higher interest rates. 
Their NIMs have been high despite 
their cost of funding going up at the 
same time,” said Sumaya Al Jazeeri, 
assistant vice-president at SICO, one 
of the country’s largest wholesale 
banks.

Aggregate NIMs for six of the 
country’s largest banks (excluding 
AUB) hit 2.9  per cent by the end of 
the third quarter of 2023, up from 
2.69 per cent during the same period 
in 2022, according to regional invest-
ment bank Kamco Invest.

Despite the increase, Bahraini NIMs 
are among the lowest in the Gulf Co-
operation Council, given the com-
petitive dynamics of the country’s 
over-banked financial system which 
includes 30 retail and 54 wholesale 
lenders exerting downward pressure 
on margins.

Bahraini lenders post high
profits even as costs rise

edge.
Tujikomboe, the Kahama 

district-based group, also 
received $10,000. The wom-
en-run organization aims at 
providing financial independ-
ence to women by empower-
ing women employed in grav-
el production.

The other beneficiary group 
is the Youth Well-being Initia-
tive that runs projects aimed 
to provide support for preven-
tion, control and treatment of 
non-communicable diseases 
in children and youths.

“All these NGOs have re-
ceived the same amount. They 
are going to use the money in 
purchasing stone crushers 
and therefore increase their 
gravel production,” said Ngi-

do.
He further said that in the 

first tranche which was start-
ed in July 2023, the company 
disbursed 25.15bn/- ($10mil-
lion) for infrastructure devel-
opment projects covering 64 
schools.

“The programme has so far 
seen the construction of 396 
classrooms, 97 dormitories 
and 600 ablution blocks,” he 
said.

Upon completion, he said, 
the programme will facili-
tate the construction of 1,090 
classrooms, 270 dormitories 
and 1,640 ablution blocks 
across 161 schools.

He pointed out that through 
a joint venture company-Twi-
ga Minerals Corporation the 

Strong numbers: National Bank of Bahrain’s attributable net profits 
increased 16 per cent over the first nine months of 2023. Photo: 
Bloomberg

By Francis Kajubi

BARRICK Gold Corporation 
has donated $40,000 (101.61mn/-
) to four non-government organi-
zations (NGOs) that are working 
to transforming people’s lives 
through community projects in 
different sectors.

Melkiory Ngido , Barrick Coun-
try Manager said recently that 
the money has been provided 
as part of the company’s corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR) 
arrangement which significantly 
targeting to improve the lives of 
people.

He said among the benefited 
NGOs include New Hope Com-
munity Development Organiza-
tion which works on empowering 
women and youth economical-
ly. The organisation was given 
$10,000 for implementation of 
its projects.

However, its projects target at 
enhancing surveillance research, 
advocacy and youth involve-
ment, community participa-
tion and coordinated responses 
among policy makers.

The Fungua Trust is another 
beneficiary which is dedicating 
its projects to enhance commu-
nity capacity for positive and 
sustainable change. 

The NGO has been given 
$10,000 which will be used in 
supporting approximately 1,200 
school girls in improving their 
sanitary hygiene to enhance ac-
cess to quality education.

He said the NGO will also use 
the money in sensitizing over 
3,000 school girls with reproduc-
tive health knowledge.

Tujikomboe, the Kahama dis-
trict-based group, also received 
$10,000. The women-run organi-
zation aims at providing financial 
independence to women by em-
powering women employed in 
gravel production.

The other beneficiary group is 
the Youth Well-being Initiative 
that runs projects aimed to pro-
vide support for prevention, con-
trol and treatment of non-com-
municable diseases in children 

and youths.
“All these NGOs have received 

the same amount. They are going 
to use the money in purchasing 
stone crushers and therefore in-
crease their gravel production,” 
said Ngido.

He further said that in the first 
tranche which was started in July 
2023, the company disbursed 
25.15bn/- ($10million) for infra-
structure development projects 
covering 64 schools.

“The programme has so far 
seen the construction of 396 
classrooms, 97 dormitories and 
600 ablution blocks,” he said.

Upon completion, he said, the 
programme will facilitate the 
construction of 1,090 classrooms, 
270 dormitories and 1,640 ablu-
tion blocks across 161 schools.

He pointed out that through 
a joint venture company-Twiga 
Minerals Corporation the miner 
is also progressing its $40 million 
pledge to build a world-class 73 
Kilometre road from Bulyanhulu 
to the new Kahama airport. 

Speaking of the company’s suc-
cess, Ngido said Barrick’s North 
Mara and Bulyanhulu gold mines 
have sustained their strong per-
formance and achieved their pro-
duction guidance for 2023. The 
mines are part of Twiga Minerals 
joint venture.

He said the transformation of 
two derelict mines into a world-
class complex which, on a com-
bined basis, produces gold at a 
Tier One level.

“The Twiga partnership has 
not only transformed Tanza-

nia’s gold mining industry, it has 
also re-established the country, 
well-known as one Africa’s most 
popular tourism attractions, as 
a prime investment destination 
that has a wealth of metal and 
mineral resources,” he said.

He asserted that conversion 
drilling at both mines has again 
replenished their reserves after 
depletion. 

At North Mara, the potential for 
another underground operation 
is being explored while the op-
timization of its open cast mine 
plan is expected to add years to 
its life. 

At Bulyanhulu, he said, there 
are near-surface opportunities 
with the potential for increasing 
production and mining flexibil-
ity.
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T
HE term ‘ground-
breaking’ is often 
overused in capital 
markets. But the Afri-

can Development Bank’s hybrid 
capital deal in January 2024 
was just that – or at least that is 
the hope. In the works for three 
years, it is the first such trans-
action in the public sector bond 
market, opening the door for 
other multilateral development 
banks to lend more to emerging 
markets for sustainable devel-
opment.

Talk of hybrid capital has 
been gathering pace over the 
last few years. It came into 
sharp focus in 2022 after an 
independent review of MDBs’ 
capital adequacy frameworks 
by the G20. The review recom-
mended that, as hybrid secu-
rities are treated as equity by 
credit rating agencies, MDBs 
should use this product to lend 
more without impacting their 
credit ratings. But while the ob-
jective was simple, structuring 
the deal was far from it.

Finding the right price
Pricing the deal proved chal-

lenging. While corporates and 
financial institutions issue 
hybrid capital, MDBs or pub-
lic sector borrowers had not 
done so before. There was no 
benchmark for what the spread 
would be for a public sector 
borrower’s senior to subordi-
nated curve.

‘With regards to pricing, we 
had intense discussions inter-
nally with the banks about the 
best way to work this out,’ said 
Hassatou N’Sele, vice president 
and chief financial officer at the 
AfDB. ‘While this is not a 10-
year bond – it is equity – a fair 
starting point to build the price 
was a 10-year senior unsecured 
bond. The pricing had to make 
sense for us and for investors, 
but it was difficult to bench-

British university’s 
alternative finance 
wing makes digital 
asset education tool
CAMBRIDGE

THE Cambridge Centre for Alternative Finance 
at the University of Cambridge has launched its 
Cambridge Digital Money Dashboard, which aims 
to provide interactive visual representations of 
up-to-date data on stablecoins, central bank digi-
tal currencies, tokenised bank deposits and cryp-
to assets.

The first phase of the dashboard focuses on the 
10 major US dollar-pegged stablecoins, and targets 
regulators, supervisors and policy-makers.

The CDMD is offered as a platform that brings 
together relevant digital asset adoption and risk 
indicators, allowing for multi-stakeholder uses 
and comparison. It aims to offer policy-makers, 
financial authorities, academics, industry and the 
general public access to reliable information and 
analytical tools for thorough and insightful deci-
sion making.

Founding collaborators on the dashboard in-
clude the Bank for International Settlements, 
Dubai International Finance Centre, Fidelity In-
vestments, Mastercard and NatWest. 

Keith Bear, a fellow at the CCAF who also sits on 
the Bank of England CBDC technology forum and 
the investor trends and research committee at the 
European Securities and Markets Authority, said: 
“This dashboard is an open-access web tool, the 
main goal of which is to track the evolution of the 
emerging digital money instrument.”

The key group of beneficiaries of the new dash-
board are regulators, supervisors and policymak-
ers. “We believe it is important to provide all the 
stakeholders in the ecosystem with trusted in-
formation which can be a basis for informed de-
cisions on policy-making,” said Roman Proskal-
ovich, lead, emergent money systems at the CCAF. 

He says the dashboard also targets those mem-
bers of the public who want to better understand 
the development of stablecoins and other digital 
money instruments, so the platform features de-
tailed educational content. 

While Proskalovich does not believe the tool 
will lead to further acceleration in the growth in 
the stablecoin market, he said he believes “it could 
well be that there will be some major changes with 
stablecoins and how they’re used”.

In due course, the plan is for the open-access 
web tool to cover all emerging digital money in-
strument types, according to Proskalovich. “We 
plan to add CBDC  tokenised bank deposits and 
crypto assets,” he said. “The main goal is to track 
the evolution of emerging digital money.”

CCAF is co-operating with a variety of data pro-
viders to achieve near-real-time data feeds. The 
dashboard has three sections, including digital 
money 101, which provides educational content 
on the nature of the monetary system, evolving 
and presentation mechanisms and digital money 
instruments.

  “The second section, adoption, is where data 
exploration starts,” said Proskalovich. This in-
cludes an option to zoom smaller stablecoins and 
to see an overview of the global cryptography eco-
system, he said. “For the first iteration we have the 
most important fundamental metrics that we start 
with that later on will be extended,” he added.

This section will be extended in future releases, 
for example with the addition of detailed infor-
mation on stablecoin usage, including a wallets 
breakdown of the sectors where stablecoins are 
used, he said. 

The third section in this first release, called risks 
and protections, aims to cover the risk of price de-
viation. The dashboard’s price feed is based on 14 
major exchanges and enables users to interactive-
ly check how often the price was falling, for exam-
ple in a particular price range, said Proskalovich. 

“As stablecoins are not always stable, we believe 
it is very important to show different stabilisation 
mechanisms that are essentially helping them to 
achieve stability, as most major stablecoins are 
trying to do that with reserves that are backing 
stablecoins,” he said. “We provide extended infor-
mation on this, for example, giving users an over-
view of the assets stablecoin issues have to back 
their stablecoins, with details about different asset 
categories and their share in a stablecoin reserve 
portfolio.” 

Bear said that despite his role on the BoE’s tech-
nology forum the aim of the dashboard is not de-
liberately supportive of the goal of CBDCs. “As an 
independent university research centre, we tend 
to focus on empirical evidence rather than con-
jecture in that respect,” he said. “We see the value 
of CBDCs, but we also see some of the concerns, 
privacy among them.” 
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AfDB’s hybrid capital deal opens 
class of fangled assets for MDBs

mark as there were no real 
comparable deals.’

During an extensive road-
show conducted over three 
weeks across the UK, US and 
Europe in September 2023 – 
where the AfDB met with over 
150 investors – discussions 
around pricing were at the 
forefront.

‘The price discovery process 
was at the centre of our discus-
sions with investors,’ said Ben-
jamin de Forton, head of debt 
capital markets at BNP Paribas, 
one of the joint structuring 
banks and leads on the transac-
tion. ‘We explained the struc-
ture to investors, got feedback 
on what was working for them 
and not working for them. It 
was very much an open ex-
change between us.’

Creating an investor base 
from scratch

The challenge was accentu-
ated by the fact that the leads 
were explaining a novel prod-
uct by an MDB to an undefined 
investor base. ‘We had to edu-
cate both the traditional sover-
eign, supranational and agency 
investor base that don’t buy 
perpetual products and credit 
investors that don’t buy MDB 
bonds,’ said de Forton.

For the AfDB and its leads, 
this meant building an inves-
tor base from scratch, with the 
banks using their SSA, financial 
and corporate DCM desks to 
reach out to as broad an inves-

tor base as possible.
As hybrid capital is subor-

dinated in the capital struc-
ture, the worry was that the 
AfDB would pay a significant 
amount for the deal over its 
senior curve. During the road-
show, investors were asking 
for a spread of around 150-200 
basis points over the issuer’s 
senior or conventional curve. 
While this spread aligns with 
what corporates and banks 
would typically pay for hybrid 
capital, it raises concerns for 
public sector borrowers as cost 
efficiency is crucial to funding 
and issuance.

‘For the price discovery pro-
cess, one aspect was to look at 
the best in class in this market,’ 
said de Forton. ‘That was the 
starting point. But it was dif-
ficult as this deal is rated AA, 
which no other hybrid secu-
rity has. Another difficulty was 
that there was no outstanding 
10-year point on AfDB’s curve, 
but assuming a new 10-year 
might come at [US] Treasuries 
plus 23-25bp, that gave a spread 
to the issuer’s senior curve of 
around 130bp.’

Strong result on price and de-
mand

Achieving a spread of 130bp 
over the AfDB’s senior curve 
was a great result, although 
some DCM bankers away from 
the deal saw the spread as clos-
er to 150bp. Either way, it came 
in tighter than anticipated. ‘We 

were able to structure this in a 
way that worked out for all of 
us,’ said N’Sele.

Some market participants 
away from the deal said the 
delay of the transaction from 
the September 2023 roadshow 
to execution in January 2024 
was due to frictions between 
investors and the issuer on the 
price. But, according to N’Sele, 
the delay was more about find-
ing the right window. ‘The de-
lay to the transaction was not 
due to issues around the pric-
ing, but volatility in the market 
towards the end of last year,’ 
she said. ‘We worked for three 
years on this transaction, and 
this maiden sustainable hybrid 
capital transaction deserved 
to be launched in a conducive 
market.’

As well as achieving a great 
result on pricing, the demand 
for the deal was impressive. 
The order book peaked at over 
$6bn, allowing the issuer to 
comfortably issue $750m for 
the perpetual non-call 10.5-
year sustainable hybrid capital 
deal. There were over 275 in-
vestors in-book, with over 190 
allocated to the trade. Hedge 
funds and specialised funds 
took the bulk of the allocation 
(54.8%), followed by asset man-
agers (27.8%), central banks and 
official institutions (6.7%) and 
insurance and pension funds 
(6.6%).

Will other MDBs follow?
For this transaction to really 

make an impact, other MDBs 
will have to follow. Whether 
they will is the crucial question 
that market participants seem 
split on.

‘It looked like a good outcome 
in all regards,’ said a head of an 
SSA syndicate away from the 
AfDB’s deal. ‘But the question 
is: does it make economic sense 
versus borrowing direct from 

shareholders? My feeling is that 
the premium that the World 
Bank will pay versus their sen-
ior curve with their private 
placement to Germany will be 
less than what AfDB paid with 
this transaction.’

In September 2023, Ger-
many became the first coun-
try to subscribe hybrid capital 
through a €305m private place-
ment for the World Bank. A pri-
vate placement allows MDBs to 
bypass the capital markets and 
issue directly to their share-
holders. By issuing in this way, 
funding costs are contained as 
there is only one investor and 
shareholders receive a coupon 
for the investment, which they 
do not get with a regular capital 
raise.

According to N’Sele, the AfDB 
is looking at this method too. 
‘Our sustainable hybrid capital 
project has two flavours: one 
designed to be placed with 
shareholders and another one 
through capital markets,’ she 
said. ‘We are pursuing our dis-
cussions with shareholders and 
foundations for a hybrid capital 
placement.’

There are other innovative 
ways for MDBs to unlock more 
lending. These include shift-
ing part of their portfolios and 
transferring the risk to the pri-
vate sector through synthetic 
securitisations, which is also 
an area where the AfDB has 
taken a leading role. But hybrid 
capital seems poised to gain 
traction – especially after such 
fundamental groundwork has 
been laid.

Burhan Khadbai is the 
Head of Content, Sovereign 
Debt Institute at the Official 
Monetary and Financial 
Institutions Forum (OMFIF), 
an independent forum for 
central banking, economic 
policy and public investment

By Guardian 
Correspondent, Geita

THE Association of Tan-
zania Employers (ATE) has 
praised Geita Gold Mining 
Limited (GGML) for provid-
ing senior leadership posi-
tions to women, including 
through special leadership 
training - Female Future 
Tanzania (FFT) - coordinat-
ed by ATE.

Albert Rukeisa, ATE head 
of learning and develop-
ment made the remarks 
here over the weekend 
when speaking during a 

function to welcome 40 un-
employed graduates from 
various colleges given the 
opportunity to receive on-
the-job training at GGML for 
a period of one year.

He said that GGML had 
managed to train 23 women 
to high levels of leadership.

He said the number of 
women workers trained by 
GGML represents six per 
cent of the participants 
from private organisations 
to date.

He said GGML has con-
tinued to contribute to the 
development of the na-

tion’s skills through various 
programmes, including in-
ternship training for unem-
ployed graduates.

“These efforts over 15 
years have been a spring-
board for other employers 
to continue to provide op-
portunities for young peo-
ple to learn and increase 
the number of mining pro-
fessionals in the sector,” he 
said.

He added: “GGML is one of 
the best employers here in 
Tanzania and has won sev-
eral times in the Best Em-
ployer of the Year awards 

organised and coordinated 
by the Tanzania Employers 
Association.

“In parallel with employer 
recognition, this mine has 
good relations and firm 
commitment with the work-
ers’ union in running the 
mine,” said Rukeisa.

He added that last year 
the mine signed an MoU 
with the Tanzania Mines 
and Construction Work-
ers Union (TAMICO) – Geita 
Branch      for better con-
ditions, and that ATE was 
proud to be part of this suc-
cess.

He said that apart from 
the programmes to provide 
practical training to these 
graduates, GGML has also 
been at the forefront of gen-
der issues.

According to AngloGold 
Ashanti’s Senior Vice Presi-
dent - Africa Business Unit 
(GGML’s parent company), 
Terry Strong, one of the 
company’s priorities is to 
continue to improve gender 
equality in its business roles 
to represent the communi-
ties in which it operates.

Terry said the company 
has continued to work hard 
to ensure that the goals of 
empowering women to join 
the mining sector are suc-
cessful.

One of the beneficiaries 
of the graduate on-the-job 
training programme is Eve-
line Nyanzi, who graduated 
last year and was offered a 
permanent position through 
the African Business Unit 
(ABU) programme.

Eveline, who is an electri-
cal engineer, said: “I have 
learnt a lot, including how 
to work in the field. My pres-
ence at GGML is a unique 
opportunity because I will 
be able to implement vari-
ous projects with the confi-
dence and knowledge I have 
acquired,” she said.

Mkunde Adams, a geologi-
cal technologist, said the op-
portunity to continue work-
ing at GGML through the 
ABU programme has further 
boosted his confidence and 
sharpened his skills.

“In the geology depart-
ment we have had a unique 
opportunity, every employ-
ee is given value, no mat-
ter their contribution, big 
or small... every member of 
staff puts the training they 
have received into practice, 
especially when it comes to 
implementing the number 
one priority, which is safety,” 
he said.

ATE’s Head of Learning and Development, Albert Rukeisa (L) and GGML’s Senior Manager for Human Resources, 
Charles Masubi, exchange views at the launch of GGML’s 2024/2025, Internship Programme, which was meant to 
provide on-the-job training to 40 unemployed graduates from various universities for one year.

By Burhan 
Khadbai 
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Palestine on Tuesday rejected Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s re-
marks about Israel’s security control over 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, consid-
ering it a challenge to international legiti-
macy and the Arab Peace Initiative.

Nabil Abu Rudeineh, the spokesperson 
of the Palestinian presidency, said in a 
press statement that these Israeli poli-
cies “do not bring security and stability 
to anyone here or in the region,” warning 
against the continuation of this “destruc-
tive approach that will lead matters to a 
complete explosion”.

“Palestine rejects this Israeli policy that 
challenges the world,” he added.

Abu Rudeineh called on the US govern-
ment to “force” Israel to stop the conflict 
first “because the right to self-determi-
nation for the Palestinian people is a red 
line”. 

Netanyahu said Monday that Israel will 
maintain its security control over the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“In recent days, we have witnessed 
pressure on us unilaterally to impose the 
establishment of a Palestinian state that 
would endanger the existence of the State 
of Israel,” he added in a video statement.

“The recognizing a Palestinian state at 
this stage would be a ‘reward for terror-
ism’ and would undermine the chances of 
a lasting peace deal,” he said.

Meanwhile, at least 12 Palestinians were 
killed on Tuesday during an Israeli attack 
on a residential square in the Nuseirat 
refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip, 
according to Palestinian medical sources.

The medical sources told Xinhua that 
“the Palestinian civil defense crews trans-
ported 12 bodies of Palestinians and doz-
ens of wounded after targeting several 
homes in the Nuseirat camp, which was 
crowded with displaced people”.

“The bodies of the victims arrived 

in pieces at a local hospital, while the 
wounded were transferred to the hospital 
to receive treatment amid great suffering 
due to the running out of medicines and 
the limited number of medical staff pre-
sent in the hospital,” the sources said.

The sources said they are facing “ex-
treme difficulty” in dealing with the large 
number of victims arriving at hospitals.

Earlier in the day, the Gaza-based health 
ministry announced that the number of 
Palestinian deaths as a result of Israeli at-
tacks on the Strip had risen to 29,195 since 
the outbreak of the Hamas-Israel conflict. 

Critical patients evacuated
The World Health Organization (WHO) 

said Tuesday that it has transferred 32 
critical patients, including two children, 
from the Nasser Hospital in southern Gaza 
in two life-saving missions in the past two 
days.

An estimated 130 sick and injured pa-
tients and at least 15 health workers re-
mained inside the hospital, WHO spokes-
person Tarik Jasarevic told a press briefing 
in Geneva. 

The WHO voiced concerns over their 
safety and well-being and warned that 
further disruption to lifesaving care for 
the sick and injured would lead to more 
deaths.

The Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis has 
ceased to function following Israel’s mili-
tary raid on Feb 14, after a week-long siege, 
said the UN health agency.

The Nasser Hospital had no electricity 
or running water, and medical waste and 
garbage were creating a breeding ground 
for disease, said the WHO. Describing the 
situation there as “heartbreaking”, WHO 
staff Chris Black said that the hospital was 
surrounded by burnt and destroyed build-
ings, and heavy layers of debris, with no 
stretch of intact road.

The dismantling and degradation of 
the Nasser Hospital was a massive blow 
to Gaza’s health system, said the agency. 

Palestine: Israel PM’s remarks on 
Gaza bring no security to region

KINSHASA

Prime Minister of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) Sama Lukonde Kyenge 
submitted his resignation to 
President Felix Tshisekedi, the 
DRC presidential office an-
nounced on Tuesday on X, for-
merly Twitter.

Sama Lukonde Kyenge was 
appointed prime minister on 
Feb. 15, 2021.

On Feb. 8, the Constitutional 
Court of the DRC rendered the 
incompatibility of government 
and legislative functions, ask-
ing ministers, provincial gover-
nors, and members of political 
cabinets, who are also elected 
in legislative elections, to resign 
from their political functions 
unless they renounce their elec-
toral mandate.”Consequently, 
(the Constitutional Court) de-
mands that the members of 
the government, the ministe-
rial cabinets, and the general 

secretariat of the government 
who are newly elected national 
deputies, senators, provincial 

deputies, municipal councilors 
of sectors or chiefdom and who 
have opted for their electoral 

mandate, automatically and im-
mediately lose their incompat-
ible functions,” said a decree by 

the Constitutional Court.
On Dec. 20, 2023, 31 of the 60 

members of the government, 
including the prime minister, 
were elected national depu-
ties in the general elections, in 
which nearly 44 million voters 
were called to go to the polls 
during the day to elect a new 
president, deputies, as well as 
provincial and municipal coun-
cilors. 

Felix Tshisekedi was re-elect-
ed with a majority of 73.47 per-
cent of the vote and was sworn 
in on Jan. 20, 2024.

On Feb.7, Felix Tshisekedi 
named Augustin Kabuya Tshi-
lumba, secretary general of 
the ruling party Union for 
Democracy and Social Prog-
ress (UDPS), to form the next 
government. The UDPS won 
69 seats in the 500-member 
National Assembly ahead of 
44 other parties in the general 
elections.  

		  Xinhua

DR Congo’s prime minister resigns

During the Spring Festival, a 
cross-border livestream commerce 
event was hosted at the Horgos 
Yiwu International Trade Market in-
side the China-Kazakhstan Horgos 
International Border Cooperation 
Center in Horgos, northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region.

Some 20 hosts were busy selling 
commodities at the event, including 
a Kazakhstani host, who skillfully 
switched between different lan-
guages to introduce Chinese prod-
ucts and answer questions from 
viewers. 

With the running China-Europe 
freight trains and thriving cross-bor-
der livestream commerce, Horgos, 

which means “a place where camel 
caravans pass by” in Mongolian, has 
truly become a place where wealth 
is accumulated.

The Spring Festival is an impor-
tant time to observe the opera-
tion of the Chinese economy. With 
more convenient transportation 
and comfortable experiences, thriv-
ing market supply and demand, 
prospering new forms of consump-
tion, splendid cultural activities, 
an booming culture and tourism 
market, as-usual commerce, and 
a vibrant start of foreign trade, the 
just-concluded Spring Festival holi-
day allowed people to deeply feel 
the festive atmosphere and enjoy 

happy lives, while witnessing an en-
ergetic and vibrant China.

China on the move releases devel-
opment vitality. The vibrant travel 
and consumption markets during 
the Spring Festival holiday were 
quite impressive. 

According to statistics, China re-
ported nearly 2.3 billion trips in 
varied modes of transport during 
the just concluded Spring Festival 
holiday that ran from Feb. 10 to 17 
this year.

In Beijing, popular sites like the 
Summer Palace and Badaling Great 
Wall reached full capacity, while 
temple fair events at the Temple of 
Earth, the Longtan Park, and the 

Badachu Park became “trending 
spots.”

In Xi’an, northwest China’s 
Shaanxi province, the Datang Ever-
bright City, a tourist landmark fea-
turing a grand street with charac-
teristics of Tang Dynasty (618-907), 
shined brightly. Visitors dressed 
in traditional Chinese costumes, 
holding fans and posing for photos, 
and auspicious loong (the Chinese 
dragon) motifs could be seen every-
where.

Foreign media outlets cover-
ing the Spring Festival travel rush 
believed that it not only involves a 
massive movement of people but 
also reflects the vitality and dyna-

mism of the Chinese economy and 
society. They said China’s holiday 
consumption demand was fully un-
leashed and injected momentum 
into a strong start for the Chinese 
economy. 

Reservations for Chinese New 
Year’s Eve dinners were explosive, 
and waiting lines at restaurants 
were long, exuding an atmosphere 
of festivities and reflecting strong re-
covery in consumption. This year’s 
Spring Festival box office sales ex-
ceeded 8 billion yuan ($1.11 billion), 
breaking the historical record.

Consumption is an important 
window into consumer trends. 
Sales of sugar-free pastries, health-

care gifts, low-fat snacks and so on 
grew rapidly. Energy-efficient appli-
ances, low-carbon transportation 
and other green products and ser-
vices were very popular. Traditional 
culture-inspired Chinese style prod-
ucts became new favorites in the 
market.

Pursuing green and healthy 
choices, favoring technological in-
telligence, and showcasing cultural 
characteristics, the Spring Festival 
consumption is increasingly show-
ing new trends and highlights, as 
new types of consumption flour-
ishes and the consumption environ-
ment continues to improve. 

People’s Daily

Spring Festival mirrors vitality of Chinese economy, society

PARIS
 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said here Tuesday 

that China and France should strengthen strategic coor-
dination and deepen cooperation to contribute to global 
peace and stability.

Wang, also a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Central Committee, made the 
remarks during his meeting with French President Em-
manuel Macron in Paris. 

Wang conveyed Chinese President Xi Jinping’s cordial 
greetings to Macron, saying that the two heads of state 
have established a strong mutual trust and a sincere 
friendship, and guided the development of bilateral stra-
tegic cooperation, exerting a profound and positive influ-
ence on the world.

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic ties between China and France, serv-
ing as an important point from which to build on past 
achievements and forge ahead, Wang said, adding that 
both sides should take the anniversary as an opportunity 
to sum up the experience of the extraordinary journey 
the two countries have been through, carry forward the 
useful experience and successful practices, and jointly 
plan the next 60 years of China-France relations.

China is ready to work with France to uphold the origi-
nal aspiration, stay focused, deepen cooperation and 
open up the future, Wang said.

Pragmatic cooperation between China and France 
brings significant benefits to both peoples, Wang said, 
noting that China will stick to high-quality development 
and higher-standard opening-up, and will continue to 
open its market to all countries in the world, including 
France.

Wang also expressed the hope that the French side 
would create a fair and just business environment and 
provide positive and stable long-term expectations for 
Chinese enterprises in France.

Macron asked Wang to convey sincere greetings to Xi 
and wished the Chinese people all the best in the Year of 
the Dragon. 

Recalling with pleasure his successful visit to China 
last year, Macron said he looks forward to working with 
China to make preparations for high-level exchanges this 
year, and hopes that the two sides will take the opportu-
nity of the France-China Strategic Dialogue to implement 
the important consensus reached by him and Xi, and fur-
ther build lasting and close France-China relations.

France has always adhered to the one-China policy 
and this position is clear, he said.

In the face of global challenges, France adheres to stra-
tegic independence and is willing to strengthen strategic 
coordination with China to jointly safeguard peace and 
stability, he said.

Wang said the current international situation is turbu-
lent, hotspot issues are complex and thorny, the world 
economic recovery is slow and challenges come one af-
ter another.

As independent major countries, permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council and important forces in 
a multipolar world, China and France should strengthen 
strategic coordination and deepen strategic cooperation 
to contribute to global peace and stability, he said.

China appreciates France’s adherence to indepen-
dence and autonomy, and hopes that France will con-
tinue to boost the sound and steady development of 
China-Europe relations, enhance mutual trust, promote 
convergence of interests, and jointly act as a stabilizing 
force in today’s world. 

Wang Yi: China, France should 
enhance strategic coordination

Other facilities in the south have 
been already operating well be-
yond maximum capacity and 
were barely able to receive more 
patients, it added.

Jasarevic said the WHO hoped 
to see the Nasser Hospital and 
other health facilities in Gaza pro-
tected, rebuilt, and properly sup-
plied. This could only be achieved 
if there was a ceasefire and unim-
peded access to health workers, 
patients, and humanitarians, he 
added.

The WHO repeated its calls for 
the protection of patients, health 
workers, health infrastructure 
and civilians.  

Hamas receives aid to hos-
tages

Also on Tuesday, the Qatari 
government said Hamas has con-
firmed the receipt of a shipment 
of medicines and the commence-
ment of their delivery to benefi-
ciaries among the Israeli hostages 
in the Gaza Strip.

Hamas has informed the Qatari 
side that it received the medicines 
and started to deliver them to the 
hostages in Gaza under an agree-
ment mediated by Qatar, in cooper-
ation with France between Hamas 
and Israel last month, the Qatari 
Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The agreement includes “the en-
try of medicines and a shipment of 
humanitarian aid to civilians in the 
Gaza Strip, especially in the most 
affected and damaged areas, in ex-
change for delivering the medicines 
needed by hostages in the sector,” 
the ministry’s official spokesperson 

Majed Al-Ansari was quoted by the 
statement as saying. 

As part of its commitment to end-
ing the conflict in Gaza, Qatar has 
affirmed its ongoing mediation ef-
forts, in collaboration with regional 
and international partners, accord-
ing to Al-Ansari. 

In Amman, King Abdullah II of 
Jordan on Tuesday warned against 
the cessation of international fund-
ing for the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA), saying it is a 
vital lifeline for nearly 2 million 
people facing the risk of famine in 
Gaza.

The king made the remarks at a 
meeting with a delegation from the 
US Senate, during which he empha-
sized the gravity of the situation in 
Gaza as the holy month of Rama-
dan approaches, noting that the 
UN agency provides essential ser-
vices to Palestinian refugees in the 
region, according to a statement by 
the Royal Hashemite Court.

During the talks, the king also 
called for more efforts to achieve 
a lasting ceasefire that would end 
hostilities in Gaza. He cautioned 
about the dire consequences of the 
ongoing conflict, saying it would be 
catastrophic for the entire region.

Several of UNRWA’s staff were 
accused by Israel of involvement 
in the Oct 7 Hamas attack against 
Israel. Following the allegations, 
a number of donor countries, in-
cluding the United States, Britain, 
and Canada, have announced 
their decision to suspend their 
funding for the agency.  

		  Agencies

Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) Sama Lukonde Kyenge (L) hands his resignation 
letter to President Felix Tshisekedi in Kinshasa, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), on Tuesday. Prime 
Minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) Sama Lukonde Kyenge submitted his resignation to 
President Tshisekedi, the DRC presidential office announced Tuesday on X, formerly Twitter. (DRC Presidency/
Handout via Xinhua)

Onlookers gather around a car that was destroyed in an Israeli raid in Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Strip on Tuesday.   AFP

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (L) meets French President 
Emmanuel Macron in Paris, France, on Feb 20, 2024. (PHOTO / 
THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY VIA XINHUA)



Thursday 22  February 2024	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  17

world   news

New Delhi
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the visit of 

Greece Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis to India reflect-
ed the strengthening of the strategic partnership between 
the two countries.

He stated that the growing cooperation in the defence 
and security sectors reflects deep mutual trust between 
the two nations.

In a joint press statement after holding bilateral and del-
egation level talks here with his Greek counterpart, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said that both countries have 
agreed to take their bilateral trade to two times by the year 
2030.

PM Modi said, “I am happy to welcome PM Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis and his delegation to India. After my visit to Greece 
last year, his visit to India is a symbol of the strengthening 
strategic partnership between the two countries. The visit 
of the Greek PM to India after 16 years is a historic occa-
sion.”

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, Union Minister of 
State for External Affairs Meenakashi Lekhi, National Secu-
rity Advisor Ajit Doval and Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra 
were among others who were present in the delegation 
level talks.

Teming his discussions with Kyriakos Mitsotakis “mean-
ingful and useful”, PM Modi said that the two nations are 
rapidly heading towards doubling bilateral trade by 2030. 
He expressed happiness that India and Greece are taking 
steps to implement the agreements reached in this area in 
2023.

PM Modi said new opportunities were explored during 
his meeting ranging from agriculture, pharma, medical 
devices, technologies, innovation, skill development, and 
space.

PM Modi said, “Our discussions today were very mean-
ingful and useful. It is a matter of happiness that we are 
rapidly heading towards doubling bilateral trade by 2030. 
We identified several new opportunities to give new ener-
gy and direction to our cooperation. There are many pos-
sibilities for closer cooperation between the two countries 
in the field of agriculture.”

He added, “And I am pleased that both sides are taking 
steps to implement the agreements reached in this area 
last year. We emphasized on increasing cooperation in 

India, Greece have agreed to 
take bilateral trade to two 
times by year 2030 - PM Modi

The Spring Festival travel 
rush, carrying people’s hopes 
for family reunion, reflects the 
new landscape of China’s high-
quality development.

During the 2024 Spring Festi-
val holiday, which ran from Feb. 
10 to 17, China reported about 2.3 
billion trips in varied modes of 
transport. In particular, the rail-
way system handled about 99.59 
million trips; about 2.18 billion 
trips were made on highways; 
waterway and civil aviation trips 
stood at 9.4 million and 18.04 
million.

Regions and departments 
across China have strength-
ened coordination, increased 
transport capacity reserves, and 
prepared contingency plans, to 
make Spring Festival travels saf-
er, more convenient and cozier, 
injecting vitality into this coun-
try on the move. 

In 2023, China saw the intro-
duction of new high-speed rail 
lines spanning 2,776 kilometers, 
along with the construction and 
expansion of over 7,000 kilome-
ters of expressways. Additional-
ly, the accessibility of domestic 
air routes expanded by 23 per-
cent, providing strong support 
for meeting the travel demands 
during the Spring Festival holi-
day and facilitating regional con-
nectivity.

During this year’s Spring Fes-
tival holiday, Chen, who resides 
in Fuzhou, southeast China’s Fu-
jian province, took his family to 
the ancient city of Quanzhou in 
the province, taking the G1609 
high-speed train. The trip only 
took them less than an hour.

The Fuzhou-Xiamen high-
speed railway is China’s first 
cross-sea high-speed railway 
designed for a speed of 350 ki-
lometers per hour. With the 
opening of it, the travel time be-
tween Fuzhou and Xiamen has 
been shortened to around an 
hour, while that among Xiamen, 
Zhangzhou, Quanzhou, and oth-
er cities has been cut to half an 
hour.

At the end of last year, the full 
opening of the Beijing-Xiong’an 
expressway just gave Zhang 
Chenghui, whose hometown 
is in Xiong’an New Area, north 
China’s Hebei province, a new 

Vital China on the move

option to return home. 
“The road is smooth, signs are clear, and the scen-

ery is beautiful. It only takes an hour to drive from 
Beijing to Xiong’an. It’s so convenient,” he said.

In Hefei, east China’s Anhui province, an intelli-
gent operation command center for expressways 
was recently put into use by Anhui Transportation 
Holding Group, which is able to obtain real-time 
traffic, weather and other information, thus en-
suring safe travel during the Spring Festival travel 
rush.

Last November, the Anyang Hongqiqu Airport in 
Anyang, central China’s Henan province opened 
for operation, becoming the first civil airport in the 
north of the province.

“With the new airport, it’s much more convenient 
to return home now,” said a woman surnamed Cai, 
who was traveling back to Anyang from Guang-
zhou, south China’s Guangdong province. Previous-
ly, it took her over seven hours by high-speed rail to 
get home, but now the trip has been shortened to 
2.5 hours by plane.

During the Spring Festival travel rush, regions 
across China introduced a series of thoughtful ser-
vices, striving to improve passenger experience 
and provide strong support for safe and convenient 
travel.

“Tongtong, you did great!” At Beijing Daxing In-
ternational Airport, a man surnamed Liu took his 
grandson Tongtong from the ground crew of China 
Southern Airlines. He soon called the child’s moth-
er, telling her that Tongtong had arrived safe and 
sound.

Tongtong, 6, was able to fly alone across much 

of China from Guangzhou, thanks to the upgrad-
ed “unaccompanied minor” boarding service in-
troduced by China Southern Airlines during the 
Spring Festival travel rush. 

“From check-in, security check, boarding to pick-
up, there is a staff member accompanying the child 
at every step, so the little ones will not leave our 
sight,” said Yi Liang, a staff member at the China 
Southern Airlines special passenger service coun-
ter at Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport.

Yi said that with the increase in passenger flow 
and flights this Spring Festival, China Southern 
Airlines has further upgraded its special passenger 
services. Since the start of the Spring Festival travel 
rush, China Southern Airlines has provided servic-
es to over 600 unaccompanied minors and other 
special passengers on a daily basis.

During the Spring Festival, regions across China 
also strengthened the organization of freight sourc-
es and smoothed logistics channels to fully ensure 
the adequate supply of important livelihood com-
modities.

In Shaanxi province, the Haolebaoji-Ji’an railway 
increased coal transport capacity; in Jiangsu prov-
ince, multiple express delivery companies stayed 
operational during the Spring Festival to deliver 
New Year goods to households; in Hainan prov-
ince, ports of the Qiongzhou Strait implemented 
24-hour operations to meet the needs of ro-ro pas-
senger ships...

China on the move reflects the joy of reunion and 
mirrors the vitality of development.

				    People’s Daily

MOSCOW

Russian forces continued taking 
advantageous positions near Avdeyev-
ka and repelled four Ukrainian army 
counter-attacks, eliminating roughly 
425 enemy troops over the past day 
in the special military operation in 
Ukraine, Russia’s Defense Ministry re-
ported on Tuesday.

“In the Avdeyevka direction, units 
of the Battlegroup Center continued 
taking more advantageous frontiers 
and positions and inflicted damage on 
amassed manpower and equipment 
of the Ukrainian army’s 24th and 53rd 
mechanized brigades. In addition, 
they repelled four counter-attacks by 
assault groups of the Ukrainian army’s 
59th mechanized brigade and 3rd as-
sault brigade near the settlements of 
Lastochkino and Pervomaiskoye in 
the Donetsk People’s Republic,” the 
ministry said in a statement.

The Ukrainian army’s losses in the 
Avdeyevka area over the past 24 hours 
amounted to “425 personnel, a tank, 
four armored combat vehicles and five 
motor vehicles,” it specified.

Russian forces repulse four Ukrai-
nian attacks in Kupyansk area over 
past day

Russian forces repulsed four Ukrai-
nian army attacks in the Kupyansk 
area, destroying roughly 45 enemy 
troops, a German howitzer and a US-
made artillery gun over the past day, 
the ministry reported.

“In the Kupyansk direction, units of 
the Western Battlegroup conducted 
active operations and inflicted dam-
age by firepower on formations of 
the Ukrainian army’s 30th and 32nd 
mechanized brigades and also re-
pulsed four enemy counter-attacks 
near the settlement of Sinkovka in the 
Kharkov Region. The Ukrainian army’s 
losses totaled as many as 45 personnel 
and two pickup trucks,” the ministry 
said.

In counter-battery fire, Russian 
forces destroyed a German-made Pan-
zerhaubitze 2000 self-propelled how-
itzer, three Gvozdika motorized artil-
lery systems and a US-manufactured 
M119 artillery gun, the ministry speci-
fied.

Russian forces improve frontline 
positions in Donetsk area over past 
day

Russian forces improved their front-
line positions and repelled a Ukrainian 
army attack in the Donetsk area over 
the past day, the ministry reported.

“In the Donetsk direction, units of 
the Southern Battlegroup improved 
their forward edge positions and in-
flicted damage by firepower on for-
mations of the Ukrainian army’s 28th 
mechanized brigade and 241st terri-
torial defense brigade near the settle-
ments of Kurdyumovka and Krasnoye 
in the Donetsk People’s Republic. 
They also repelled an attack by assault 
groups of the Ukrainian army’s 42nd 
mechanized brigade near the settle-
ment of Bogdanovka in the Donetsk 
People’s Republic,” the ministry said.

Russian forces destroy over 395 
Ukrainian troops, 3 tanks in Do-
netsk area over past day

Russian forces destroyed more than 
395 Ukrainian troops, three tanks and 
three US-made armored vehicles in 
the Donetsk area over the past day, the 
ministry reported.

“The Ukrainian army’s losses totaled 
over 395 personnel, three tanks, in-
cluding a German-made Leopard tank, 
three US-manufactured M113 armored 
personnel carriers, four armored com-
bat vehicles and nine motor vehicles,” 
the ministry said.

In counter-battery fire, Russian 
forces destroyed a Polish-made Krab 
self-propelled artillery gun, a D-20 
howitzer, a Gvozdika motorized artil-
lery system and a D-30 howitzer, it 
specified.

Russian forces destroy Ukrainian 
jammer, anti-tank gun in south Do-
netsk area over past day

Russian forces destroyed a Ukrai-
nian jamming station and an anti-tank 
gun in the south Donetsk area, elimi-
nating roughly 190 enemy troops over 
the past day, the ministry reported.

“The enemy’s losses amounted to 
190 personnel, a tank and four mo-
tor vehicles. In counter-battery fire, a 
US-made M777 artillery system, a UK-
manufactured FH70 howitzer, an MT-

12 Rapira anti-tank gun and a Bukovel-
AD electronic warfare station were 
destroyed,” the ministry said.

In the south Donetsk direction, units 
of Russia’s Battlegroup East inflicted 
damage by firepower on formations of 
the Ukrainian army’s 108th territorial 
defense brigade near the settlement of 
Lugovskoye in the Zaporozhye Region. 
In addition, they repelled a counter-at-
tack by an assault group of the Ukrai-
nian army’s 58th mechanized brigade 
near the settlement of Shevchenko in 
the Zaporozhye Region, it said.

Russian forces eliminate 120 
Ukrainian troops in Kherson area 
over past day

Russian forces destroyed roughly 
120 Ukrainian troops and two US-
made artillery guns in the Kherson 
area over the past day, the ministry 
reported.

“The Ukrainian army’s losses 
amounted to 120 personnel, three 
pickup trucks, a US-made M777 artil-
lery system, a US-manufactured M109 
Paladin artillery gun, a Gvozdika mo-
torized artillery system and a D-30 
howitzer,” the ministry said.

In their well-coordinated operations 
supported by artillery, units of Russia’s 
Dnepr Battlegroup inflicted damage 
by combined firepower on formations 
of the Ukrainian army’s 65th and 118th 
mechanized brigades and 82nd air as-
sault brigade near the settlements of 
Rabotino, Orekhov and Verbovoye in 
the Zaporozhye Region, the ministry 
said.

Russian air defenses down Ukrai-
nian MiG-29 warplane in Kherson 
area over past day

Russian air defense forces shot 
down a Ukrainian MiG-29 fighter jet in 
the Kherson area over the past day, the 
ministry reported.

“Air defense capabilities shot down 
a Ukrainian Air Force MiG-29 aircraft 
near the settlement of Belozyorka in 
the Kherson Region,” the ministry 
said.

Russian air defenses intercept 
seven Storm Shadow missiles over 
past day

Russian air defense forces intercept-
ed seven Storm Shadow cruise mis-
siles, a missile of the US-made Patriot 
surface-to-air missile system and three 
HIMARS rockets over the past day, the 
ministry reported.

“During the last 24-hour period, 
air defense capabilities intercepted 
seven UK-made Storm Shadow cruise 
missiles, a surface-to-air missile of 
the US-made Patriot anti-aircraft mis-
sile system and three rockets of the 
US-manufactured HIMARS multiple 
launch rocket system,” the ministry 
said.

Over the past 24 hours, Russian air 
defense systems destroyed 124 Ukrai-
nian unmanned aerial vehicles, in par-
ticular, in areas near the settlements 
of Mirnoye in the Zaporozhye Region, 
Lozovoye and Klyuchevoye in the Do-
netsk People’s Republic, Podgornoye, 
Novoyegorovka and Kremennaya in 
the Lugansk People’s Republic, the 
ministry specified.

Russian forces pound Ukrainian 
troops in 117 areas over past day

Russian forces inflicted damage on 
Ukrainian manpower and military 
hardware in 117 areas over the past 
day, the ministry reported.

“Operational-tactical aircraft, un-
manned aerial vehicles, missile troops 
and artillery of the Russian groupings 
of forces struck Ukrainian manpower 
and military equipment in 117 areas,” 
the ministry said.

Russian forces take advantageous 
positions in Avdeyevka area over past day

Passengers check in at a railway station in Lianyungang, east China’s Jiangsu province, Feb. 15, 2024. (People’s Daily 
Online/Si Wei)

many areas like pharma, medical devices, technology, 
innovation, skill development, and space.”

He said shipping and connectivity are the highest 
priority areas and discussed increasing cooperation in 
these areas with the Greek PM. PM Modi noted that In-
dia and Greece have common concerns and priorities 
in the fight against terrorism.

PM Modi said, “We also discussed connecting the 
start-ups of both countries. Shipping and connectivity 
are topics of high priority for both the countries. We 
also discussed increasing cooperation in these areas.”

Announcing the formation of a Working Group be-
tween India and Greece for defence and security, he 
said, “The growing cooperation in defence and security 
reflects our deep mutual trust. With the formation of a 
Working Group in this area, we will be able to increase 
mutual coordination on common challenges like de-
fence, cyber security, counter-terrorism, and maritime 
security.”

He said, “New opportunities for co-production and 
co-development are being created in defence manufac-

The Ukrainian army’s 
losses totaled over 395 
personnel, three tanks, 
including a German-
made Leopard tank, 
three US-manufactured 
M113 armored 
personnel carriers, 
four armored combat 
vehicles and nine motor 
vehicles

turing in India, which can 
be beneficial for both the 
countries. We have agreed 
to connect the defence in-
dustries of both the coun-
tries. India and Greece 
have common concerns 
and priorities in the fight 
against terrorism. We dis-
cussed in detail how to 
further strengthen our 
cooperation in this area.”

He noted that India and 
Greece have a long his-
tory of deep cultural and 
people-to-people ties.

PM Modi stated that 
people of both nations 
have been exchanging 
trade and cultural ties as 
well as ideas.

He said, “As two ancient 
and great civilizations, In-
dia and Greece have a long 
history of deep cultural 
and people-to-people ties. 
For almost two and a half 
thousand years, people of 
both the countries have 
been exchanging trade 
and cultural relations as 
well as ideas.”

“Today we identified 
several new initiatives to 
give a modern form to 
these relations. We dis-
cussed concluding the 
Migration and Mobility 
Partnership Agreement 
between the two coun-
tries as soon as possible. 
This will further strength-
en our people-to-people 
relations,” PM Modi said.

This is the first bilateral 
Head of State or Govern-
ment level visit from 
Greece to India after 15 
years. The last Prime Min-
isterial visit from Greece 
to India took place in 
2008. 

		  ANI
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By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

TANZANIA senior national 
football team will begin their 
2025 AFCON tournament quali-
fications in the group stages 
after CAF released a list of na-
tions that will vie their chances 
in the preliminary rounds.

Following the conclusion of 
the 34th edition of TotalEner-
gies CAF AFCON, the focus has 
shifted to the next edition.

The preliminary round of 
the CAF Africa Cup of Nations 
Morocco 2025 will include the 
eight lowest-ranked teams ac-
cording to the FIFA ranking.

The teams are Somalia, Dji-
bouti, Sao Tome, Chad, Mauri-
tius, South Sudan, Liberia and 
Eswatini. The matches will be 
played on a home and away ba-
sis during the FIFA window of 
March 18-26, 2024, and the four 
preliminary round winners will 
join the 44 exempted teams for 
the group stage.

Talking about the national 
team to avoid the preliminary 
stage, the former player of Taifa 
Stars, Adolph Rishard, said that 
the decision has a big advan-
tage because the playoff match-
es are very unpredictable.

“For us coaches, there are no 
matches that have been giving 
us a headache like the playoffs, 
where you only play two match-
es to find one winner who will 

advance to the next stage.
“The playoff matches are al-

ways played in a short period 
of time. So they do not give 
enough time for the players to 
rest and do programs to adjust, 
unlike group matches,” he said.

Meanwhile, Taifa Stars will 
play with Bulgaria in a spe-
cial competition organized by 
the world’s football governing 
body, known as ‘FIFA Series’, on 
March 22, in Azerbaijan.

The mini-tournament, which 
replaces FIFA’s international 
friendlies, will feature four 
teams from Africa, Europe and 
Asia.

Africa will be represented by 
Tanzania, Europe will be repre-
sented by Bulgaria while Asia 
will be represented by Mongo-
lia and the hosts Azerbaijan. 
This will be the first time for 
the Tanzanian national team to 
play against Bulgaria and Mon-
golia in friendly games orga-
nized by FIFA.

The Information Officer of 
the Tanzania Football Federa-
tion (TFF), Clifford Ndimbo, has 
confirmed the existence of the 
tournament and said Tanzania 
will participate and they are 
currently in preliminary prepa-
rations for the event.

“We have information about 
the existence of these ‘FIFA Se-
ries’ competitions and we, as 
Tanzania, are at the initial stag-
es of seeing how we participate.

By Guardian Correspond-
ent

TANZANIAN boxers Hashim 
Kiranga and Amos Kaduma 
have expressed their regards 
to boxing stakeholder, An-
thony Mkani, for supporting 
the boxers’ participation in 
the World Alliance Boxing As-
sociation (WABA) Elimination 
Fight scheduled for March 9 in 
Uganda.

Mkani, the director of a 
Makambako District-based 
company - which buys and 
sells maize - is footing the costs 
for the two pugilists’ training 
camp as they gear up for the 
coming bouts.

The Makambako District-
based pugilists have moreover 
expressed their appreciation 
to the businessman for provid-
ing them with a reputed box-
ing coach from Dar es Salaam, 
Omari Yazidu, who will assist 
Erasto Kabuje in coaching 
them.

The boxers have thanked 
Mkani for his willingness to 
back them, given the gesture 
gears towards seeing to it they 
excel and make their nation 
proud.

Mkani said he believes the 
young boxers will do well in 

their bouts, stressing: “I have 
to support them so they could 
represent Makambako District, 
Njombe, and the nation well.”

Kiranga is set to take the 
right to slug it out with Junju 
Power of Uganda in the eight-
round Welterweight bout.

Kaduma will come up 
against another Ugandan, Ron-
ald Duku, in the eight-round 
Cruiserweight fight. 

The boxers’ compatriots, 
Ibrahim Tamba, George Dimo-
so, Nicholas Tomusange, Mai-
sha Samson, and Said Zungu 
will also participate in other 
bouts versus the hosts’ pugi-
lists slated for the day.

Tamba will trade blows with 
Ivan Magumba in the Super 
Middleweight bout spanning 
eight rounds, Dimoso is set to 
confront Ignusias Onyango in 
the weight division’s fight that 
will span eight rounds.

Tomusange will take the ring 
to trade punches with Fahim 
Muburu while Samson is set to 
make his experience count in a 
Super Middleweight fight ver-
sus Sadri Bwoji, spending eight 
rounds.

Zungu will confront Joshua 
Nyanzi in a Super Lightweight 
fight that will span eight 
rounds. 

Tanzania to begin Afcon 
2025 qualifications 
straight in group stages

Njombe pugilists laud Njombe pugilists laud 
stakeholder’s supportstakeholder’s support

By Guardian Corre-
spondent

T
HE Kilimanjaro 
Regional Com-
missioner, Nur-
din Babu, has 

urged the residents of the 
region, especially busi-
nessmen, to take advan-
tage of the business op-
portunities arising from 
the Kilimanjaro Premium 
Lager International Mara-
thon event.

Babu gave the advice 
yesterday in a presser re-
garding the preparations 
for the international event 
as far as the regional gov-
ernment was concerned 
in the preparations.

“This race is expected to 
involve more than 10,000 
participants and a similar 
number of other people 
who will come to the Kili-
manjaro Region to follow 
this important sporting 
event in East Africa,” he 
said, adding that the num-
bers also involve partici-
pants and other people 
from abroad.

He said: “The informa-
tion I have so far is that 
the accommodation facili-
ties within the Moshi town 
and the neighbouring dis-
tricts within Kilimanjaro 
Region are already fully 
occupied, forcing others 
to seek accommodation 
facilities in the neighbour-
ing region of Arusha.”

“I continue to urge local 
businessmen to use other 
commercial opportuni-
ties other than lodges be-
cause during this impor-
tant event, there are many 
business opportunities,” 
he added.

In addition, Babu com-
mended the organizers of 
the event, which he said, 
apart from raising the tal-
ents of athletes as well as 
the regional and national 
economy, the race also 
supports President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan’s efforts 

The Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner (R), Nurdin Babu, receives the running kit for the Kilimanjaro Premium 
Lager International Marathon 2024 from the marathon’s Event Manager, David Marealle (L). Looking on is the 
events Protocol Manager, Nurdi Saggafu. The handover event took place at the RC’s office in Moshi yesterday. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

By Correspondent Seth 
Mapoli

TABORA United’s man-
agement has set their sights 
on their upcoming fixture 
against Nyamongo from Mu-
soma in the Azam Sports 
Federation Cup, determined 
to qualify for the next stage 
of 16. 

Tabora United, the new-
ly promoted side in the 
2023/2024 NBC Premier 
League season, struggle to 
find their footing with a 
lackluster performance re-

flected in their standings. 
With only 17 points gar-

nered from 16 games, their 
record paints a challenging 
picture, having won merely 
three matches, drawn eight, 
and lost five.

Currently positioned 13th 
in the league table, Tabora 
United find themselves tee-
tering precariously close to 
the relegation zone, a testa-
ment to the steep learning 
curve and tough competi-
tion of top-flight football.

Despite their best efforts, 
Tabora United’s journey in 

the league is fraught with 
difficulties as they grapple 
to secure favorable results. 
With the season progress-
ing, the team faces mount-
ing pressure to improve 
their performance and steer 
clear of the relegation battle 
looming ominously on the 
horizon.

As they navigate the com-
petitive landscape of the 
Premier League, Tabora 
United must rally their 
strengths and strategize ef-
fectively to defy the odds 
and cement their place in 

the elite ranks of Tanzanian 
football.

Following their recent 
NBC Premier League match 
on Monday, which ended 
in a goalless draw against 
Azam FC, both teams se-
cured a point each.

With Azam now boasting 
36 points, surpassing Simba 
to claim the second spot, 
Tabora United’s Information 
Officer, Christina Mwagala, 
confirmed their team’s focus 
on the impending clash with 
Nyamongo Football Club.

“After the draw with 

Azam, Tabora United swiftly 
turned their attention to the 
ASFC Cup encounter against 
Nyamongo at the Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi Stadium on Thurs-
day,” stated Mwagala.

The squad, known as Nyu-
ki wa Tabora (Tabora Bees), 
wasted no time in resuming 
training after their match 
against Azam, fully aware of 
the significance of the tour-
nament ahead. 

Head coach Goran Cop-
novic emphasized the im-
portance of their relentless 
preparation to progress to 

the 16th stage of the ASFC.
“We haven’t given our play-

ers a break following the re-
cent game against Azam FC 
as we are fully committed to 
advancing in the ASFC. It’s a 
knockout competition, and 
losing means bidding fare-
well to the tournament. Tab-
ora United is determined to 
lift the cup,” Copnovic af-
firmed.

Reflecting on their jour-
ney, Tabora United’s tri-
umph in the 32nd stage saw 
them defeating Monduli 
Coffee from Arusha with a 

resounding 4-1 victory. 
Yohana Mkomolwa’s im-

pressive hat-trick, accom-
panied by Mosses Msukany-
wele’s goal, secured their 
passage to the 16th stage.

This relentless pursuit of 
success underscores Tabora 
United’s commitment to ex-
cellence and their aspira-
tions to make a mark in the 
ASFC. With their eyes firmly 
set on the upcoming fixture 
against Nyamongo, every 
member of the team is de-
termined to give their all on 
the pitch.

Tabora United eyes for ASFC glory amidst NBC Premier League challenge

Some of CR Belouizdad players after arriving at the Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The Algerian side 
will lock horns with Young Africans in their CAF Champions League Group D tie to be held at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium on Saturday. 
PHOTO: Agencies

aimed at promoting the 
sports sector in the coun-
try.

Regarding preparations 
at the regional level, Babu 
said that everything was 
going well, including the 
guarantee of security for 
the participants and oth-
er people who will visit 
the region during the en-
tire week of the interna-
tional event.

“We, at the regional lev-
el, have prepared well for 
this important event and 
also to ensure security 
before and after the race 
to all participants and 
other visitors,” he said.

Babu urged all those 
who will visit the Kiliman-
jaro Region during the 
event to use that oppor-
tunity to visit the tourist 
attractions in the region, 
which he said includes 

Mount Kilimanjaro which 
has a unique internation-
al recognition.

Babu also thanked the 
organizers of the Kiliman-
jaro Premium Lager In-
ternational Marathon for 
giving the opportunity to 
the leadership of the re-
gion to organize a special 
jogging event on Febru-
ary 24, this year.

“This jogging event, 
apart from being used as 
a warm-up for the Kili-
manjaro Premium Lager 
International Marathon, 
scheduled for February 
25, this year, will also be 
used to raise awareness 
of the inauguration of this 
year’s Uhuru Torch Race, 
which is expected to take 
place in Kilimanjaro Re-
gion on April 2, this year,” 
he noted.

The Kilimanjaro Premi-

um Lager Brand Manager, 
Cathrine Lyakurwa said 
all is set for the Sunday 
event.

“We have plenty of sur-
prises for the participants 
both at the stadium and 
Kili Dome at Moshi Club 
and this is a must-attend,” 
she said, adding that a 
lot has been improved 
this year including an ex-
panded area, more park-
ing space, and entertain-
ment.

Tigo Northern Zone 
Director, Henry Kinabo, 
said Tigo is proud to part-
ner with the event for 
nine years now in a row, 
adding that this time they 
will set up several Wifi ar-
eas which will be free of 
charge during the Mara-
thon period.

Gee Soseji Marketing 
Manager, Margret Karua, 

assured 5km Fin Run par-
ticipants that they will 
have a special experience.

“We are pretty new 
sponsors to the marathon 
and we look forward to a 
thrilling event come Sun-
day,” she said.

Other sponsors include 
water table sponsors Sim-
ba Cement, TPC Sugar, 
Kilimanjaro Water and 
CRDB. 

Official partners are 
GardaWorld Tanzania, 
CMC Automobiles and Sa-
linero Hotel while official 
suppliers are Kibo Palace 
Hotel and Keys Hotel.

The Kilimanjaro Pre-
mium Lager International 
Marathon is organized by 
the Kilimanjaro Marathon 
Company Limited and 
coordinated here in the 
country by the Executive 
Solutions Company.
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Haaland ‘shuts mouths’ as Manchester City close on Liverpool
LONDON

PEP Guardiola said Er-
ling Haaland had “shut 
the mouths” of his crit-
ics after scoring the only 
goal of a nervy 1-0 win 
for Manchester City over 
Brentford on Tuesday.

Just two points sepa-
rate the top three in 
a fascinating Premier 
League title race as City 
moved to within a point 
of leaders  Liverpool, 
with third-placed  Arse-
nal  one point further 
back with 13 games to 
go.

Haaland was keen to 
make amends for a frus-
trating night in front of 
goal as City were held 1-1 
at home by Chelsea on 
Saturday. 

The Norwegian has 
only recently returned 
from a two-month in-

jury layoff and Guar-
diola said he was also 
coping with the loss of 
his grandmother off the 
field.

But Haaland was more 
like his old self in front 
of goal when he raced 
onto  Julian Alvarez’s 
pass to slot in his 22nd 
goal of the season 19 
minutes from time.

“Top strikers score a 
lot of goals. Don’t criti-
cise, he will shut your 
mouth. Sooner or later 
he is there,” said Guar-
diola.

“He was out for two 
months, he lost his 
grandmother, it is not 
easy for a human being.

“We spoke about the 
moment (missing chanc-
es against Chelsea), and 
I realised this later, but 
he didn’t say anything 
about the passing away 

of his grandmother.”
Kevin De Bruyne  was 

left on the bench for the 
entire match as Guardio-
la revealed he has “nig-
gles” in his hamstring.

The Belgian missed 
the first five months of 
the season due to a ham-
string tear.

De Bruyne’s ingenu-
ity was missed as City 
struggled to make their 
domination count de-
spite enjoying nearly 70 
percent possession and 
having 25 shots on goal.

The Bees were the last 
visiting side to win at the 
Etihad 14 months ago 
and had their chances 
to spring another huge 
surprise. 

Frank Onyeka  failed 
to beat  Ederson  when 
one-on-one midway 
through the first half be-
fore  Ivan Toney  sent a 

dipping free-kick inches 
over the bar.

The vast majority of 
goalmouth action came 
at the other end.

Oscar Bobb came clos-
est to opening the scor-
ing in the first half, on 
a rare start for the Nor-
wegian youngster, when 
his effort was cleared off 
the line by Ben Mee.

Bernardo Silva  also 
headed a glorious 
chance wide as Thomas 
Frank’s men held out un-
til the break. Liverpool 
and Arsenal’s hopes of 
a second unlikely gift 
from City in the title 
race in four days would 
have been raised by a 
quiet start to the second 
period.

However, City remain 
well in the hunt to be-
come the first side ever 
to win four consecutive 

line!”
City should have ex-

tended their advantage, 
especially as goal dif-
ference could yet prove 
decisive in the title race.

Phil Foden  scored a 
hat-trick when the sides 
met earlier this month 
in City’s 3-1 win in west 

London.
But the England in-

ternational was denied 
twice late on by Flekken 
as the goalkeeper tipped 
over a blistering shot 
and then stood up well 
to block as Foden tried 
to go round him.

AFP

British billionaire 
Ratcliffe completes 
purchase of 
minority stake in 
Manchester United

LONDON

BRITISH billionaire Jim Ratcliffe said be-
coming a co-owner of Manchester United is a 
“great honour” and “responsibility” after his 
purchase of a minority stake was finalised on 
Tuesday.

The 71-year-old’s investment, which will give 
him control of football operations at the 20-
time English champions, was approved by the 
Premier League and English Football Associa-
tion last week.

It was announced on December 24 last year 
that Ratcliffe had agreed to buy a 25 per cent 
stake in United from unpopular owners the 
Glazer family in a deal worth around £1.02 bil-
lion ($1.3 billion).

Following the completion of that deal, the 
founder of petrochemicals giant INEOS has in-
vested a further $200 million to take his total 
stake to 27.7 percent and will inject $100 mil-
lion more by the end of this year to enable in-
vestment in infrastructure at Old Trafford.

“This marks the completion of the transac-
tion, but just the beginning of our journey to 
take Manchester United back to the top of Eng-
lish, European and world football, with world-
class facilities for our fans,” Ratcliffe said in a 
club statement.

“Work to achieve those objectives will accel-
erate from today.”

United have not won the Premier League 
since former manager Alex Ferguson retired 
in 2013 and last won the Champions League in 
2008 as their fortunes on the field have dete-
riorated during the Glazers’ reign.

The Americans have been deeply unpopular 
with supporters ever since a leveraged take-
over of the club in 2005 saddled the club with 
hundreds of millions of dollars of debt.

Joel Glazer, United’s executive co-chairman, 
said: “I would like to welcome Sir Jim as co-
owner and look forward to working closely 
with him and INEOS Sport to deliver a bright 
future for Manchester United.”

A boyhood United fan, Ratcliffe has already 
met with leading supporters’ groups and local 
politicians as he charts a course to lead United 
back to the top on and off the field.

Omar Berrada has been poached from local 
rivals and Premier League champions  Man-
chester City to be the club’s new CEO.

A pursuit of Newcastle’s Dan Ashworth to 
be United’s sporting director is also nearing 
completion as Ratcliffe aims to revolutionise 
the Red Devils’ failing recruitment structure.

A UEFA report last week revealed that Unit-
ed had the most expensive squad in history at 
the end of last season with a combined trans-

fer cost of $1.5 billion. However, that 
investment has not reaped re-

sults on the field.
United crashed out of 

the Champions League 
group stages earlier this 
season and sit sixth in 
the Premier League.

The deal is just the lat-
est of a portfolio of sports 

investments by Ratcliffe’s 
INEOS, which has used its 

vast profits to fund a series 
of projects in football, 

cycling, Formula 
One, athletics 

and sailing.
AFP

By Karl Matchett

W
O L V E S 
m a n a g -
er Gary 
O ’ N e i l 

proclaimed: “What is the 
point in VAR?” His side 
felt aggrieved after  yet 
more decisions proved 
vital in defeat at Fulham. 
Newcastle boss Eddie 
Howe labelled a penalty 
against his own club in 
stoppage time  against 
Paris Saint-Germain  “a 
poor decision” which 
“looks completely differ-
ent”  in a slowed-down 
replay to officials watch-
ing on monitors.

The current situations 
come after an increase 
in the use of technol-
ogy in football over the 
past few years but none 
seems to create as much 
heated debate and ques-
tioning as that of the 
Video Assistant Referee 
(VAR).

By and large, it is felt 
that minor and vis-
ible calls are improved 
across the course of the 
season with on-pitch 
referees getting extra 
help. However, there 
have been several high-
profile incidents of late 
that have led to clubs, or 
personnel within them, 
complaining about the 
eventual decision or de-
cision-making process, 
with another recent one 
coming in the  Champi-
ons League.

Manchester United 
boss Erik ten Hag felt ag-
grieved that a number of 
calls went against them 
in their 4-3 defeat to FC 
Copenhagen, including 
a  decision to send off 
Marcus Rashford for se-
rious foul play.

But the other side of 
the debate is that - with-
out their being absolute, 
specific lines on what is 

and isn’t a foul, where 
a decision should or 
shouldn’t be made and 
so on - the bar for where 
VAR intervenes and de-
cides on disallowing ini-
cidents (or not) appears 
far higher in the Premier 
League than in Europe-
an competition.

It is widely felt on 
these shores that the 
penalty against New-
castle for PSG would not 
have been given in Eng-
land, nor would  Jarrell 
Quansah’s late goal for 
Liverpool against Tou-
louse have been chalked 
off for a handball against 
Alexis Mac Allister much 
earlier in build-up play. 
But neither of these in-
stances occurred in the 
Premier League, and ref-
erees in Europe - under 
the Uefa banner - have 
different takes and dif-
ferent levels of interven-
tions.

Here’s everything on 
VAR you need to know, 
including the latest 
causes for complaint 
against it.

*What has gone 
wrong?

A lot, Newcastle felt 
aggrieved that a penalty 
was awarded for hand-
ball after a VAR review 
having not been given 
during open play, in the 
final minute of injury 
time in their 1-1 draw at 
PSG.

Earlier in the compe-
tition, Man United com-
plained about Rashford’s 
red card, given out for 
stepping across and onto 
the foot and shin of an 
opponent.  Ten Hag in-
sisted his side had seen 
three “very debatable” 
penalties go against 
them in four games 
and called his forward’s 
sending off “very harsh”.

In domestic football, 
Arsenal manager  Mikel 

Arteta complained 
over “unacceptable” er-
rors  from on-pitch and 
VAR officials as his team 
lost to Newcastle, while 
Wolves boss O’Neil con-
tinues to feel unfairly 
treated by the use of the 
technology.

Earlier in the season 
he labelled  a penalty 
decision given against 
his team  and upheld 
by VAR as “scandalous” 
- also against Newcastle. 
VAR sent referee Michael 
Salisbury to the screen 
to award a penalty af-
ter Joao Gomes brought 
Harry Wilson down in 
the box, and Willian 
scored his second spot 
kick of the game to seal 
all three points for Ful-
ham. 

O’Neil highlighted 
the decisions involving 
the late penalty, Carlos 
Vinicius’ alleged head-
butt on Max Kilman and 
why Tim Ream did not 
receive a second yellow 
for a foul on Hwang Hee-
Chan, while the Whites’ 
first penalty, awarded 
for a foul by Nelson Se-
medo on Tom Cairney, 
was also contentious. To 
note, VAR would never 
have intervened on 
Ream, as they only get 
involved for direct red 
card offences, not sec-
ond yellows.

Ange Postecoglou 
suggested recently 
that clubs have to shoul-
der part of the blame for 
long stoppages for VAR, 
saying: “Some of it is 
self inflicted because 
if we come out every 
week complaining about 
decisions that is what 
will happen, every de-
cision gets forensically 
checked and we will be 
sitting around for a long 
time in every game try-
ing to figure out what is 
going on.”

However, it must be 
noted that the vast ma-
jority of these are sub-
jective opinions and 
where Arteta sees fault, 
another manager, sup-
porter or, indeed, official 
may see justification in 
decision.

One incident which 
was not subjective, but 
instead a quite clear 
mistake, came with Luis 
Diaz’s goal for Liverpool 
against Tottenham being 
ruled out for offside and 
then allowed to stay dis-
allowed, despite the VAR 
officials running their 
processes and showing 
the forward was onside. 
The “significant human 
error” came as a result of 
the official, Darren Eng-
land, appearing to forget 
that offside rather than a 
goal  had been awarded 
in the first place.

To another extreme, 
Millie Bright  criti-
cised the fact there 
was no VAR in the first 
edition  of the Women’s 
Nations League, after a 
clearly offside goal was 
allowed to stand against 
England which would 
have been simple to rule 
out.

Further  clear VAR 
errors which PGMOL 
have had to apologise 
for  include no penalty 
being awarded to Wolves 
against Man United after 
Andre Onana clattered 
Sasa Kalajdzic, a Brent-
ford goal against Arse-
nal not being checked 
properly with no offside 
lines drawn and a West 
Ham late equaliser be-
ing ruled out for a foul, 
where none was appar-
ent.

*What has gone 
right?

In truth, a lot.
It’s overlooked when 

three or four calls are 
spot-on, when one 

causes serious com-
plaint or at least is a sub-
jective call which a ma-
jority seem to disagree 
with.

As an example, in the 
incident-packed Tot-
tenham vs Chelsea fix-
ture, several goals were 
correctly ruled out for 
offside through use - or 
checking - of VAR and 
the penalty awarded 
which saw Cristian 
Romero sent off was also 
a result of VAR interven-
tion.

Generally speaking, 
these calls that are wide-
ly accepted as correct 
do not get highlighted, 
partially because the 
technology exists for 
that very reason: it’s ex-
pected to help officials 
make the right calls with 
a second look.

That doesn’t mean 
they don’t occur, though. 
The Premier League re-
ported  that 82 per cent 
of decisions were cor-
rect in the season before 
VAR was introduced, ris-
ing to 94 per cent being 
correct in 2019/20.

*What is the process 
for VAR checks?

From the Premier 
League website:  VAR 
will be used only for 
“clear and obvious er-
rors” or “serious missed 
incidents” in four 
match-changing situa-
tions: goals; penalty de-
cisions; direct red-card 
incidents; and mistaken 
identity.

When any of those 
match situations occur 
or potentially occur, VAR 
is constantly rewatching 
and monitoring match 
footage from the hub at 
Stockley Park.

If there is a decision to 
be made, the VAR or As-
sistant VAR (AVAR) will 
relay to the referee that 
play should be halted 
while checks are made, 
before recommending 
either an overturn, a 
pitchside check of the 
monitor for the ref or 
a continuation of play 
with the on-pitch origi-
nal decision.

The video officials 
have until the ball goes 
dead to inform the ref-
eree that a check is un-
derway if play is already 
ongoing.

The referee can then 
either check the moni-
tor or accept the VAR 
recommendation. Upon 
reviewing the pitchside 
monitor, they may then 
stick with their own 
initial assessment or 

overturn the original, 
before communicating 
their new decision to the 
crowd.

*What have PGMOL 
said?

The refereeing chief 
of Professional Game 
Match Officials Limited, 
Howard Webb, took over 
the role last year to im-
prove the standard of 
officiating in the English 
game and to help over-
see a smoother use of 
technology.

PGMOL confirmed to 
the League Managers’ 
Association “they are 
actively looking at how 
best to incorporate VARs 
into match-day referee-
ing teams, to ensure the 
dynamic between on-
field referee and VAR is 
conducive to producing 
positive outcomes.”

After the Diaz in-
cident, the organisa-
tion  “acknowledge[d] a 
significant human error 
occurred”  and brought 
in  additional process-
es  to ensure no repeat 
happened. They also re-
leased the audio of that 
incident, an “unusual 
step”  according  to 
Webb, “to show every-
body what was very 
quickly pretty apparent 
to us, a human error and 
loss of concentration.”

Webb has suggested 
the pool of VAR-specif-
ic officials will be in-
creased but Lee Mason 
presents a cautionary 
tale. The former referee 
was appointed a full-
time VAR for 2022/23, 
but  departed the role 
last season  after the 
aforementioned error 
over Brentford’s goal 
against Arsenal. 

 Mason, who had al-
ready been stood down 
from the officiating list 
that campaign previ-
ously for wrongly disal-
lowing a Newcastle goal, 
was labelled a “serial 
offender” by ex-PGMOL 
boss Keith Hackett - 
however, at the start of 
the current campaign, 
Mason was  re-hired as 
a referees’ coach for the 
lower leagues. That has 
not stopped questioning 
over why his credentials 
are suited to guiding 
less-experienced offi-
cials despite having been 
removed from his own 
post already.

Update: PGMOL con-
firmed to The Indepen-
dent that Lee Mason 
does not work on VAR 
any longer.

THE INDEPENDENT

English top-flight titles 
for a reason.

One slip by Brentford 
defender  Kristoffer 
Ajer  provided the mo-
ment Haaland had been 
waiting for as he gal-
loped clear on goal and 
kept his composure to 
score for just the third 

time in his last eight 
games.

“I’m incredibly proud. 
We didn’t give much 
away until the goal – 
which is a slip,” said 
Brentford boss Frank. 
“I think they’re good 
enough. They don’t need 
that luck to get over the 



 

Gamondi proud of Yanga’s 
style of play, declares it 
the best in the league
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Azam looking to see off Green 
Warriors in the Federation Cup

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC assistant coach Suleiman Matola 
has expressed arduous contest against ASEC 
Mimosas as the team left the Julius Nyerere In-
ternational Airport ahead of their CAF Cham-
pions League Group B fixture at Stade Félix 
Houphouët-Boigny tomorrow.

Matola said the technical bench is aware 
of the prowess the Ivorian team possesses as 
they sit in fourth place in the Ivory Coast Ligue 
1 standings with 26 points, four behind leaders 
Racing D’Abdijan.

The Msimbazi Reds, under the tutelage of 
Abdelhak Benchikha, are tasked with a posi-
tive result ahead of tomorrow’s continental 
contest to secure a quarter-final spot as Matola 
said they need to avoid a defeat in the match.

“The technical bench is aware of the prow-
ess of ASEC Mimosas. We have studied them 
well via video footage, but also have huge pre-
cautions heading into this fixture. We under-
stand they are not first in their league but we 
have seen what they did in the previous games 
of the group fixtures.

“It is not going to be an easy match because 
ASEC would want to win this match and con-
tinue with their unbeaten record in the group 
stage. And we, as Simba, want to disrupt that 
record to our advantage. We know ASEC have 
qualified for the quarter-finals already and 
one place is up for the grabs and we want to 
take it,” he said.

Simba will miss the services of goalie Ayoub 
Lakred, who serves a second yellow card sus-
pension, and winger Willy Esomba Onana, 
who has been injured.

However, Matola has said they are happy 
with the current players and will utilize them 
effectively.

“We are happy with the current group of 
players. We have healthy competition in our 
goalkeeping department. Lakred is an out-
standing player but Aishi Manula and Ally Sa-
lim are all available to lead the team between 
the sticks,” he said.

Lakred received two back-to-back 
yellow cards due to time wast-

ing.
ASEC Mimosas lead Group 

B with 10 points, Simba are 
in second place with five 

points, Jwaneng Gal-
axy are in third 

place with 
four points 

f o l l o w e d 
by Wydad 
Casablan-
ca with 
t h r e e 
points.

We are cautious 
against ASEC 
Mimosas - Matola

Young Africans defender Gift Fred (L) battles for the ball with a Polisi Tanzania player during their Azam Sports Federation 
Cup tie at the Azam Complex on Tuesday. Young Africans won 5-0. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YOUNG AFRICANS SC

By Correspondent 
Michael Mwebe

Y
OUNG Africans 
head coach 
Miguel Gamondi 
reflected on his 

side’s 5-0 win against Polisi 
Tanzania and shared his 
pride about their style of 
play, which he declared a 
joy to watch and the best in 
the league.

A first-half brace from 
striker Joseph Guede was 
complemented by other 
goals from Farid Musa, 
Clement Mzize and Shek-
han Khamis and secured a 
comprehensive victory for 
Young Africans’ progress to 
the last 16 of the Federation 
Cup in a game played at 
Chamazi Complex.

Speaking to Yanga TV, 
Gamondi said: “I am very 
proud of the players. I al-
ways say the players de-
serve credit but it is not only 
about having good players, 
you have to be a manager to 
manage these big players, 
put into practice ideas and 
football philosophy.

“It is not easy to coach 
in Yanga. It is never easy 
in the biggest teams. There 
is a lot of pressure, a lot of 
people but I think the style 
of play of Yanga is brilliant. 
Sometimes I don’t want to 
be too humble but the way 
we play, and the number 
of goal-scoring chances we 
create is by far the best in 
the league.

“Sometimes journalists 
criticize us for missing a lot 

By Correspondent 
Michael Mwebe

A DIFFERENT task 
awaits Azam this eve-
ning as they switch 
their focus to the Fed-
eration Cup face-off 
against Championship 
side Green Warriors at 
the Chamazi Stadium.

As they gear up for 
this Round of 32 en-
counter which takes 
place two days after 
their goalless draw with 
Tabora United, they are 
aware it is a knockout 
game with no room for 
error.

Though Azam are sec-
ond on the NBC Premier 
League standings level 
on points with third-
placed Simba, the Fed-
eration Cup presents 
the best opportunity to 
end their five-year title 
drought.

In the Round of 64, 
the club from Chamazi 
saw off First League 
side Alliance of Mwan-
za with a 2-1 home vic-
tory in December, last 
year.

With their sights set 
on finishing the season 
with at least one piece 
of silverware, Yousso-
ouph Dabo’s men will 
set out to take a home 
victory in dominant 
fashion and advance to 
the Round of 16 before 

British billionaire 
Ratcliffe completes 
purchase of minority 
stake in Man Utd
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of chances but we create a 
lot of chances. You create 
chances because you play 
well. We need to improve 
but sometimes we score 
five goals and today we 
could have scored seven or 
eight. 

“The other day in Moro-
goro we created 21 chances. 
We can score ten goals but 
it is okay, it is football.

“I am very happy and 
proud. If you remember at 
the beginning I said for me 
football is a show, we play 
for the fans, not only Wa-
nanchi but for all the peo-
ple who love football. 

Yanga is a team to watch 
even if you are not a Yanga 
fan,” he said. 

Young Africans now 
shift focus back to the CAF 

Champions League with a 
crucial tie against Algeria’s 
CR Belouizdad on Saturday. 

Wananchi will be look-
ing to avenge the 3-0 defeat 
from the first leg when they 
visited Algeria in November 
last year The Tanzanian 
Champions are in Group 
D which also has reigning 
champions Al Ahly of Egypt 
and Ghana’s Medeama and 

remains wide open with 
two rounds of fixtures to go.

Ahly maintain top spot 
with six points, followed by 
CR Belouizdad and Young 
Africans who are equally 
tied on five points. At the 
bottom of the group is 
Medeama with four points. 

The top two teams will 
advance to the quarter-
finals.

returning to league ac-
tion next week.

If Azam overcome 
Green Warriors, they 
will face the winner 
between Mtibwa Sugar 
and Stand United in the 
last 16 round.

Visitors Green War-
riors come into the 
match having lost 1-0 
at home to Copco in 
the Championship last 
week. 

It was a disappointing 
result for the army side 
against a team below 
them in the table.

The defeat against 
Copco means Green 
Warriors have lost their 
two most recent fix-
tures having previously 
gone down 1-0 away to 
Transit Camp, who are 

also below them in the 
table.

Elsewhere, JKT Tanza-
nia will square off with 
another Championship 
side TMA at Major Gen-
eral Isamuhyo Stadium, 
kick off at 4PM.

Other Federation Cup 
matches today will see 
Geita Gold host Mbeya 
City, Ihefu taking on 
Mbuni while Tabora 
United will entertain 
Nyamongo at Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi Stadium.

The Federation Cup 
is played on a straight 
knock out basis from 
the Round of 64, Round 
of 32, Round of 16 be-
fore the quarter-finals, 
and then semi-finals 
take place leading to 
the final.

The Round of 16 will 
take place in March 
while the quarter-fi-
nals are set for April. 
The semi-finals will be 
played in May, followed 
by the final in June, 
2024.

In addition to a tro-
phy, medals for players 
and the technical bench 
and Tsh 50m prize 
money, the winner of 
the Federation Cup 
earns a ticket to repre-
sent the country in the 
CAF Confederation Cup 
next season.

Young Africans are 
the defending Champi-
ons of the Federation 
Cup after a hard-fought 
1-0 victory against 
Azam on Monday, June 
12, 2023. Azam FC Head Coach , Youssouph Dabo (Agencies)
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