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Trading densities at 
South African shopping 
centres continued to con-
tract in the first half of 
2023.

This is according to the 
Clur Shopping Centre 
Index, which tracks the 
performance of listed and 
unlisted property funds at 
South Africa and Namibia 
centres. Belinda Clur, 
managing director of Clur 
International, said that the 
continued fall-off was ex-
pected as consumers have 
been constrained by the 
harsh economic climate 
and GDP growth is pre-
dicted to be muted for the 
rest of the year.

“This market position 
requires an acute strategy 
to capitalise on a power-
ful combination of under-
traded opportunities and 
over-traded cautionaries 
amid bustling leasing ac-
tivity and increased risk 
appetite,” Clur said.

The Clur Index for all 
centres in Q2 2023 saw an 
annualised trading den-

sity of R39,879/sqm, mark-
ing a growth rate of 8.4 
percent compared to June 
2022.

However, it was down 
3.4 percent on the growth 
figure from Q4 2022 and 
down 1.7 percent from Q1 
2023. That said, it did beat 
the 5.4 percent headline 
inflation figure for June.

Larger malls had the 
largest trading density lev-
els, recording a 9 percent 
rise year-on-year over the 
June 2022 figure, however, 
there was a 2.1 percent de-
cline from March 2023.

Super regional cen-
tres saw an 11.5 percent 
year-on-year growth on 
the June 2022 figure to 
R47,327/sqm – the best-
performing segment.

Smaller centres still 
show strong resilience de-
spite the difficult trading 
environment, as the annu-
alised trading density for 
Q2 2023 stood at R35,282/
sqm, representing 7% 
growth but only 0.8% low-
er than both Q4 2022 and 
Q1 2023.

Clur said that the signs 
of the overall fall-off start-

ed to appear in September 
2022 when load shedding 
intensified.

 “The retail property 
market is now finding a 
more natural position. As 
people have returned to 
a more interactive world, 
recent years have seen a 
swing from a Covid sur-
vival tenant mix to a post-
Covid curated lifestyle 
mix,” Clur said.

“This is now evolving 
into a bolder balanced 
mix, containing clear ele-
ments of experimentation 
and depth of texture as 

the market responds to a 
more settled consumer. “

“Key trends emerging 
from this leasing activity 
are a greater appetite for 
risk, which we have seen 
building over the year, as 
well as asset management 
preparations in the lead 
up to Black Friday and fes-
tive season trading, and an 
increase in new concept 
local and international 
brand entries.”

The dominant catego-
ries across the index, ac-
counting for three-quar-
ters of new leased space, 
are apparel, grocery/
supermarket, speciality, 
homeware, furniture and 
interior, and food service.

Apparel is leading the 
way with 28 percent, with 
shoes having the largest 
footprint and taking up 5 
percet of space.

“From a consumer per-
spective, trendy train-
ers and elegant flat op-
tions are favoured– a shift 
caused by the Covid-cas-
ual-comfy athleisure ap-
proach to clothing,” Clur 
said.

 By Guardian Reporter

T he feasibility study and compre-hensive master plan report on the Bagamoyo Special Economic Zone has unveiled that at least 11tri/- investment is needed for the imple-mentation of the project.
Of the total amount, the government said it will inject 1.6tri/- for laying down fundamental infrastructures in the project area including roads, water and electricity.

This was unveiled on Wednesday this week in Bagamoyo, Coast Region after the Minister of the State in the President’s Office (Planning and Invest-ment) Prof Kitila Mkumbo led a team of officials from Export Processing Zones Authority (EPZA), Tanzania In-vestment Centre (TIC), Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA) and others from vari-ous ministries to receive the feasibility study and comprehensive master plan report of the Bagamoyo SEZ done by consultants from Ardhi University.Prof Mkumbo said the revival of the Bagamoyo SEZ project follows the fun-damental decision made by President Samia Suluhu Hassan to revive and pursue the project after it stacked for 

over a decade.
“Basing on the report, we speak of the investment worth 11tri/- for the im-plementation of the Bagamoyo SEZ,” he said noting that over 200 industries are expected to be established in the Bagamoyo SEZ.

The Bagamoyo SEZ project will con-stitute of 19 areas including industrial, trade and services. For example there will be areas for the construction of in-dustries and free trade as well as logis-tics and port.
The Bagamoyo SEZ was supposed the second special economic zones after the Benjamin William Mkapa Special Economic Zones established in 2006 after the government bold move to have special economic zones in 2004.

However, the Bagamoyo SEZ project remained stacked since 2010.
“Thus President Samia Suluhu Has-

san has made fundamental decision that the implementation of the Baga-
moyo SEZ should continue and this is why we have come to receive this re-

port,” said Prof Mkumbo.
The area is 9800 hectares of which 5473 hectares have been surveyed and 2422 hectares already compensated and 3320 hectares yet to be compen-sated.   

He said after this, the next step is for the government to continue paying compensation to 3,322 people of about 75bn/- as of June this year.
He apart from the compensation exercise, other activities will continue to be implemented in the project area including laying down fundamental infrastructures like roads, electricity, water and natural gas.

Also, through Export Processing Zones Authority and Tanzania Invest-ment Centre, the government contin-ues to attract strategic investors into the project area to grab the investment opportunities.
Speaking earlier, the EPZA Director 

General Mr Charles Itembe said the Bagamoyo SEZ project has been put in all the three government development plans 2010 to 2025.
Some of the benefits of the project are namely contribution to the eco-nomic growth, technological develop-ment as well as skills and employment, increase of marine businesses thus supporting port business.

Also, the local companies will benefit directly and indirectly from the project as well as boosting foreign exchange earnings into the country.
On his part, the Coast Region Region-al Commissioner Abubakar Kunenge said the people in the project area were closely involved and they are providing fully support for its implementation.“As a region, we have assured the government that the project will be implemented smoothly to ensure its impacts benefit the economy and the people,” he said.

Through the project, he said govern-ment revenue will increase as well as more jobs created for the youth in the region and elsewhere in the country.The Bagamoyo SEZ project involves construction of a modern port, a SEZ and supporting infrastructure.
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UN new plan promises 
massive emission cuts 
in construction sector 

 Nairobi

Rapid urbanisation worldwide means every five days, the world adds buildings equivalent to the size of Paris, with the built envi-ronment sector already responsi-ble for 37 per cent of global emis-sions. 
A report published yesterday by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Yale Center for Ecosystems + Architecture (Yale CEA), under the Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction (GlobalABC), offers solutions to decarbonize the buildings and construction sector and reduce the waste it generates.

The report, Building materials and the climate: Constructing a new future, offers policy mak-ers, manufacturers, architects, 

developers, engineers, builders and recyclers a three-pronged so-lution to reduce “embodied car-bon” emissions and the negative impacts on natural ecosystems from the production and deploy-ment of building materials (e.g., cement, steel, aluminium, timber, biomass):
The solutions include avoid waste through a circular ap-proach, shift to ethically and sustainably sourced renewable bio-based building materials, including timber, bamboo, and biomass as well as improve decar-bonisation of conventional mate-rials that cannot be replaced,

The three-pronged Avoid-Shift-Improve solution needs to be adopted throughout the building process to ensure emissions are slashed and human health and bi-

BAGAMOYO SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE REQUIRES 

odiverse ecosystems are protected. The solution also requires, in its implementation, sensitivity to local cultures and climates, including the common perception of concrete and steel as modern materials of choice.“Until recently, most buildings were constructed using locally sourced earth, stone, timber, and bamboo. Yet modern materials such as concrete and steel often give only the illusion of durability, usually ending up in landfills and contrib-uting to the growing climate crisis,” said Sheila Aggarwal-Khan, Director of UNEP’s Industry and Economy Di-vision.
“Net zero in the building and con-struction sector is achievable by 

2050, as long as governments put in place the right policy, incentives and regulation to bring a shift the indus-try action,” she added.
To date, most climate action in the building sector has been dedicated to effectively reducing “operational carbon” emissions, which encom-pass heating, cooling, and lighting. Thanks to the growing worldwide decarbonisation of the electrical grid and the use renewable energies, these are set to decrease from 75 per cent to 50 per cent of the sector in coming decades.

Since buildings contain materi-als produced in disparate regions across the globe, reducing “embod-ied carbon” emissions from produc-

tion and deployment of building materials requires decisionmakers to adopt a whole life-cycle approach. This involves harmonized measures across multiple sectors and at each stage of the building lifecycle – from extraction to processing, installa-tion, use, and demolition.
Government regulation and en-forcement is also required across all phases of the building life cycle – from extraction through end-of-use – to ensure transparency in label-ling, effective international building codes, and certification schemes. Investments in research and devel-opment of nascent technologies, as well as training of stakeholders in the sectors, are needed, along with 

Prof Kitila Mkumbo, Minister of the State in the President’s Office (Planning and Investment) 

Tough times for shopping malls in South Africa

11TRN/- INVESTMENT, SAYS REPORT

Modern house built using timber

incentives for cooperative ownership models between producers, builders, owners, and occupants to the shift to circular economies.
“The decarbonisation of the buildings and construction sector is essential for the achievement of the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C. By providing cutting-edge scientific insights as well as very practical recommendations to reduce embodied carbon, the study ”Building materials and the climate: Constructing a new future” advances our joint mission to decarbonise the sector holistically and increase its resil-ience”, said Dr. Vera Rodenhoff, Deputy Director General for International Cli-mate Action and International Energy Transition of the German Federal Min-istry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK), which together with the German Federal Ministry for Eco-nomic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has funded the study.

Case studies from Canada, Finland, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Peru, and Senegal, demonstrate how decar-bonisation takes places using “Avoid-Shift-Improve” strategies: developed economies can devote resources to renovating existing ageing buildings, while emerging ones can leapfrog carbon-intensive building methods to alternative low-carbon building mate-rials.
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

REGULATORY agencies need to sit 
down and review the premium price set in 
importing fuel, so that fuel reaches the end 
user at affordable prices, the government has 
stated.

Dr Doto Biteko, the deputy premier and 
Energy minister, issued this instruction at 
a meeting with top officials of regulatory 
agencies during a familiarisation tour.

He asked the management of the Energy and 
Water Utilities Regulatory Authority (EWURA) 
and the Petroleum Bulk Procurement Agency 
(PBPA) to take up the task of reviewing the 

DAR, MAPUTO TO BOOST DEFENCE TIES
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premiums to enable the government to 
proceed from actual costs to set affordable 
prices.

He sought to assure the public that the 
government is organised to ensure the fuel 
crisis is under control, that people obtain 
fuel at affordable prices in all parts of the 
country.

If the price of importing is $200 (current 
prices of refined petroleum products) it 
must truly reflect and if not reasons for the 
mark-up have to be explained, he said.

EWURA needs to satisfy itself that 
the prices charged on the users reflect 

DPM: Review fuel import
premiums, shift to gas use

By Getrude Mbago

THE Arusha International Conference 
Centre (AICC) management yesterday talked 
of plans to build an ultramodern conference 
complex in Arusha city to be known as Mount 

Kilimanjaro International Convention Centre.
AICC managing director Ephraim Mafuru 

(pictured) highlighted this priority project 
as part of corporate plans for the next five 
years, where it also expects to build a similar 
conference centre in Dodoma city and uplift 

capacity of the Julius Nyerere International 
Conference Centre ( JNICC) in Dar es Salaam.

The CEO said in a meeting with senior 
media personnel in Dar es Salaam that 
AICC was spreading its wings by building 
major convention centres in cities including 
Dodoma, Mwanza and Zanzibar.

The plan relates to efforts to reposition 
Tanzania as preferred conference destination 
in Africa, he said, noting that the plans aim at 
expanding its current footprint to Zanzibar 
and Dodoma.

This will attract new sets of conferences, 
strengthen conference tourism and be 
a vehicle for the conduct of economic 
diplomacy, Mafuru stated, noting that a 
number of procedural changes made by the 
government at AICC and its auxiliary units 
enabled a sharp rise in revenues from 14.6bn/- 
in 2022 to 18bn/- in the current year.

In the year ended June 2023, AICC collected 
over 18bn/-, representing a 1.2bn/- profit, 
while it was earlier recording losses in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, he stated.

Despite these achievements, AICC faces 
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‘Fuelwood ban 
in institutions
boosts biogas 
energy growth’
By Guardian Reporter

A BAN on the use of charcoal and firewood 
for public institutions and private service 
providers for instance in schools or hospitals 
by early next year will boost the market for 
renewable energy, especially from solid waste.

Dr Selemani Jafo (pictured), the Union 
and Environment state minister in the Vice 
President’s Office (VPO) made this observation 
call in Dodoma yesterday at a meeting with 
Yasushi Misawa, the resident Japanese 
ambassador.

The ban, applicable in all Mainland regions, 
requires that institutions that prepare food 
for more than 300 people must stop all use 
of firewood or charcoal for cooking by that 
deadline.

A VPO statement said the minister 
expressed gratitude for the work of the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency ( JICA) 
in sectors like water, education, roads and 
health, seeking support for environmental 
conservation and management.

The envoy expressed readiness to lend 

support to the energy sector, especially 
renewable energy development.

He said Japanese investors are ready to 
invest in renewable energy, after the minister 
highlighted the need for investments in 
renewable energy from solid waste, saying the 
raw material is “abundant.”

Upwards of one million tonnes of solid 
waste are produced, where up to 30 percent is 
put to some use, thus the need for investments 
to generate more power from this source, he 
stated.

The government has created an enabling 
environment for such projects, with energy 
stakeholders assured of cooperation from 
regulatory agencies in implementing such 
projects, he said, pointing at rural areas as 
particularly in need of a biogas energy shift.

Apart from solid waste, other favourable 
renewable energy sources are geothermal, 
wind and solar, he said, noting that enabling 
regulations and guidelines are already in 
place.

He similarly asked for the provision of 
scholarship opportunities for trainees with 
qualifications in that field, to build professional 
and technical capacity in the management of 
similar projects countrywide.

The government has been encouraging 
communities to use alternative energy to 
help preserve the country’s environment, he 
added.
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EWURA needs to take action 
on officials not observing 
job ethics and reshape them 
on how to behave

President Samia Suluhu Hassan swears in newly appointed High Court Judge Hadija Ally Kinyaka at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday. 
Photo: State House

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has 
asked newly appointed judges to expedite the 
delivery of justice and refrain from corruption, 
thus promoting good governance. Swearing in 
Court of Appeal justices, the president asked 
the newly appointed deputy attorney general 
to ensure the government does not enter into 
bad contracts.

Prof Kennedy Gaston was sworn in as the 
deputy AG and Stephen Mbundi as East African 
Cooperation permanent secretary within the 
Foreign Affairs ministry.

The deputy AG needs to ensure that his 
office collaborates with the taskforce which 
has delivered extensive recommendations 
on reform of criminal justice delivery 
countrywide.

“For you in the foreign ministry, you should 
go and ensure that East African affairs issues 
are taken seriously to strengthen integration,” 
she specified.

Increasing the number of judges won’t 
be enough if the judges do not dedicate 
themselves to serving the people, she stated, 

assuring the judges of government support 
wherever needed.

She expressed confidence that the judges 
will perform and serve the people with dignity 
to ensure that targets like eliminating piling of 
cases are achieved.

Explaining the importance of people’s 
confidence in the court, she stressed probity 
in justice delivery, saying “the one who is right 
should get justice, the one who has no right 
should be told that you have no right, this is 
the right one.”

The criminal justice commission report 
showed that there is a lot of work that 
needs to be done, including strengthening 
information and communications technology 
infrastructure and manpower in the courts, 
she asserted.

The way the country is doing economically 
and politically, the court also needs to grow, 
she said, hinting that she will be adding 
judiciary executives depending on budgetary 
conditions.

She talked of having chosen judges of the 
High Court who are young so that they can 
work for a long time and reduce the burden 
of hiring new people and paying benefits to 
retirees in a short time.

Chief Justice Prof Ibrahim Juma thanked 
President Samia for increasing the strength 
of the court, appointing 19 Court of Appeal 

The legislature 
understands that 
the judiciary mission 
is crucial for the 
country and lives 
with the expectation 
of ensuring that 
complaints on justice 
delays will decrease

The government has 
been encouraging 
communities to use 
alternative energy 
to help preserve the 
country’s environment

AICC now eyes Kilimanjaro
facility, wider Selous Hall
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import costs, which involves reviewing 
the price setting system to see if the 
method applied permits compliance 
with actual importation costs, he 
explained.

He expressed worries over moves 
some traders hoarding fuel and 
causing wide fluctuation of fuel 
prices intermittently, underlining that 
volatility is favoured by traders.

Fuel traders must be intent on 
profit and serving the public as well, 
he said, recalling that trading licenses 
are issued to render services, thus 
upsetting that requirement violates 
the law.

He also directed EWURA to 
coordinate the process of establishing 
stations to fill in compressed natural 
gas in vehicles as an alternative to 
petroleum as CNG diminishes costs 

and lessens petroleum import needs.
“This can well be done practically,” 

he stated, elaborating that the 
government has directed officials to 
start using CNG and the response was 
positive. “Why can’t we start changing 
government vehicles to natural gas,” 
he demanded.

Taking the example of the city of Dar 
es Salaam he said it has many vehicles, 
thus if the government cuts amounts 
of fuel used by state vehicles, it will 
substantially reduce the pressure on 
fuel supply.

The government’s priority is to focus 
on the rural areas, he stated, cautioning 
that unfaithful government officials 
collude with fuel traders to hoard fuel 
and hike.

EWURA needs to take action on 
officials not observing job ethics and 
reshape them on how to behave, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

DPM: Review fuel import
premiums, shift to gas use

challenges hindering implementation 
of a number of key objectives, citing 
uncollected debt of 7.4bn/- from private 
entities and government institutions.

Upwards of 65 percent of the debt 
(4.76bn/-) is owed by government 
institutions, he noted, hinting on the 
need to embark on aggressive debt 
collections.

This will relate primarily to those 
occasioned by government institutions, 
while pushing to market available 

rental office space and conference 
facilities, he stated.

AICC also runs a 32-bed mid-size 
hospital with computerized lab 
diagnostics equipment, a mobile 
X-ray machine, integrated dental 
chair, ultrasound machine and 
physiotherapy clinic, he elaborated.

The hospital caters for occasional 
conference delegates, where the key 
customers are United Nations agencies, 
the East Africa Community (EAC), 
the African Union, while also serving 

tourists, members of the business 
community and other clients.

An upgrade of the Julius Nyerere 
International Convention Centre 
( JNICC) was now being processed, 
involving the construction of a 2500 
seater flexible convention venue, he 
said.

Other facilities are a 10,000 square 
meter exhibition space, VIP rooms and 
breakout rooms with 150 maximum 
capacity. AICC similarly intends to 
upgrade the current Selous Hall at the 

JNICC from 1003 fixed seats to 1500 
seats flexible venue, he affirmed.

With the robust set plans, AICC 
expects to be a 40bn/- business in 
five years and upwards of 100bn/- in a 
decade, he added.

“Tanzania has everything it needs 
to compete in the continental and 
global conference tourism industry, 
with modernisation of our facilities 
we will attract high end events which 
will generate much desired foreign 
exchange,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

AICC now eyes Kilimanjaro facility, wider Selous Hall

Dr Saada Mkuya Salum (C, front row), Minister of State (Finance and Planning) in the Zanzibar President’s Office, attends the four-day (Sept 12-15) 7th Korea-Africa 
Economic Cooperation Ministerial Conference in Busan, South Korea. She is heading the Tanzanian delegation at the event, which is co-hosted by the African 
Development Bank Group and the South Korean Economy and Finance ministry. It is running under the theme: “Embracing a Sustainable Future: Just Energy 
Transition and Agricultural Transformation in Africa.” Photo: Guardian Correspondent

justices since coming into office, along 
with 63 High Court judges.

With the judiciary now having more 
than 100 judges altogether, this would 
speed up the dispensation of justice 
and reduce travel and waiting before 
a decision of the judges is delivered.

Having more judges gives the 
courts the ability to prevent the abuse 
of judicial procedures, including 
delaying service delivery, as it takes a 
long time for a matter to be placed on 
court list again owing to the scarcity of 
judges, he said.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
praised those sworn in for earning 
the confidence of the president, 
urging them to conduct their work 
by professionalism, honesty, integrity 
and sincere commitment to do justice 
to all those seeking help from them.

National Assembly Speaker Dr Tulia 
Ackson lauded the president for the 
various steps taken to improve the 
dispensation of justice.

The legislature understands that 
the judiciary mission is crucial for the 
country and lives with the expectation 
of ensuring that complaints on justice 
delays will decrease, she added.

FROM PAGE 1

Samia swears in deputy
AG, Appeal Court judges

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango welcomed by Hungarian President Katalin Novàk (R) yesterday upon arrival at the venue of the two-day Fifth Budapest 
Demographic Summit in the Hungarian capital. The event is a conference where politicians, church leaders and various other experts talk about demographic 
issues. Photo: VPO

By Guardian Reporter

VICE President Dr Philip Mpango 
has called upon governments globally 
to make and implement policies, 
programmes and laws that guarantee 
security and sustainability of the 
family to address the demographic 
crisis facing the world.

Speaking at the 5th Demographic 
Summit held in Budapest, Hungary 
Dr Mpango called for international 
collaboration and solidarity to support 
Africa to contain the spillovers of its 
demographic challenges.

Addressing the demographic crisis 
facing the world at present, requires 
putting the institution of the traditional 
family at the core and making it the 

focus of development. We need, more 
than ever before, a global coalition for 
the wellbeing of the family,” he said.

He said there is a need for cultural 
norms and practices as well as 
religious teachings that nurture family 
values and safeguard the security 
and continuity of the family to be 
promoted worldwide.

According to the VP, the 
demographic situation of the world 
today depicts two polar sides. One, 
where birth rates are low and falling, 
infertility is on the rise, population 
is aging and the institution of the 
traditional multi-generational family is 
disappearing.

“The other is characterized by high 
population growth rates, relatively 

strong multi-generational family links 
and high dependency ratios.  As a 
result of this demographic dichotomy, 
each side faces a number of critical 
challenges as well as opportunities,” 
he said.

He said in low fertility rate countries, 
there is growing labour shortage, 
distorted meaning of marriage and 
the family, with the emergence of 
cohabitation and single mothers as 
well as liberal abortions.

The VP said the fundamental role 
of the family is disappearing. These 
challenges have led to greater use of 
automation and Artificial Intelligence 
in the production processes to 
increase productivity and cover 
labour shortages.

However, he noted that the 
population bulge is also perceived to 
offer a larger market, room for greater 
use of labour-intensive technologies 
and generating high economic growth 
by harnessing the demographic 
dividend (working population 
exceeding the dependent population) 
and fast-growing urban middle class.

He said the family serves to promote 
order and stability in society and also 
provides a framework for decision 
making and problem solving as well 
as financial stability, provision of 
education and health services for 
family members and stable upbringing 
and bonding.  The family also serves 
as an effective cushion against 
depression and anxiety.

VP urges governments to address security challenges

By Getrude Mbago

TANZANIA and Mozambique have 
expressed commitment to continue 
strengthening relations in the area of 
defence and security which include 
sustained efforts to fight terrorism and 
crime along the borders.

The decision was reached at the 
5th Meeting of the Joint Permanent 
Commission on Defence and Security 
( JPCDS) between two countries held in 
Dar es Salaam, from September 11 to 14, 
2023.

Briefing reporters soon after closing 
the four-day meeting, Dr Stergomena 
Tax, Minister for Defence and National 
Service and her counterpart Pascal 
Ronda, Minister of Interior said that 
the commission stressed combined 
efforts to combat all forms of security 
threats while promoting peace and 
security.

Dr Tax noted that in today’s highly 
dynamic world, security challenges are 
dynamic and complex and therefore 
security can no longer be perceived 
solely in terms of sovereign state affairs.

Dr Tax, however, said that 
defence and security was everyone’s 
responsibility and called on 
Tanzanians to be in the forefront in 
promoting peace and security and 
avoid engaging in acts that may affect 
the country’s harmony.

Minister Ronda said that the 5th 
Session of the Joint Permanent 
Commission on Defence and Security 
was held in a friendly, cordial and 
fraternal atmosphere, which allowed 
fruitful exchange of views on various 
areas of mutual interest.

According to him, the agreed actions 
will be well supervised to ensure 
that they are implemented towards 
enhancing defence and security 
cooperation between the two sides.

“These meetings are important 
as they help us discuss and share 
expertise on how we can deepen 
our relations to help fight various 
calamities and threats, we have drawn 
new strategies to enhance peace and 
security,” he said.

The Commission expressed its 
gratitude to Tanzania President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan and her counterpart 
Filipe Nyusi for their outstanding 
leadership in fostering the cardinal 

cooperation between the two 
countries.

The two sides expressed satisfaction 
on the status of bilateral cooperation, 
and committed to enhance 
collaboration on strategic sectors, 
which include; defence and security, 
natural resources and custom matters.

The Commission noted that most 
of the decisions adopted in the 4th 
Meeting of the Commission that 
was held from September 27 to 29, 
2022 in Maputo, Mozambique were 
implemented on time, and agreed to 
fast the implementation of those that 
have not been fully implemented.

Both Parties further reiterated their 
commitment to continue working 
closely to consolidate and deepen 
their historical fraternal relations. It 
was further agreed that the 6th Session 
of the Joint Permanent Commission 
on Defence and Security will be held 
in Maputo, Republic of Mozambique 
in September, 2024 on dates to be 
mutually agreed upon

Tanzanian delegation was led by Dr 
Tax and accompanied by Minister for 
Home Affairs, Eng Hamad Masauni, 
Permanent Secretary Ministry of 
Defence and National Service, Dr Faraji 
Mnyepe, Permanent Secretary Ministry 
of Home Affairs Kaspar Mmuya, 
Permanent Secretary President’s Office 
Public Service Management and Good 
Governance Juma Mkomi Permanent 
and other senior Officials from Defence 
and Security organs.

Mozambique delegation was also 
led by the Minister of Interior and 
accompanied Director- General of 
the Intelligence and State Security 
Service, Bernardo Lidimba, Permanent 
Secretary Ministry of National Defence, 
Casimiro Augusto Mueio, Permanent 
Secretary Ministry of Interior Victor 
Domingos Canhemba Junior and other 
Senior Officials from Defence and 
Security organs.

Tanzania, Mozambique 
to boost defence and 
security cooperation

“These meetings are important 
as they help us discuss and 
share expertise on how we can 
deepen our relations to help 
fight various calamities and 
threats, we have drawn new 
strategies to enhance peace and 
securit”
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Selemani Jafo (2nd-R, gesturing), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment), has a quick word with Japan’s Ambassador to Tanzania, 
Yasushi Misawa, shortly after talks in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: VPO

Mvomero District’s campaign set to 
make herders grow livestock fodder
By Guardian Correspondent, Mvomero

MVOMERO District Council in 
Morogoro Region is in a special 
campaign dubbed “Tutunzane 
Mvomero 2023” whose goal is to 
mobilise herders to grow livestock 
fodder and digging of wells for water 
dams in order to eradicate land 
disputes with farmers.

This was revealed here on Wednesday 
by the district Commissioner, Judith 
Nguli, saying the campaign aims 
to instill unity and understanding 
between herders and farmers.

She said the campaign will also 
go in tandem with the provision of 
education and mobilising herders to 
grow livestock fodder and the digging 
of wells.

“The campaign will also urge farmers 
to grow sesame making it a strategic 
crop here in the district that will boost 
the District Council’s revenues,” she 
said.

The DC further explained that on 
several times Mvomero district has 
been facing challenges emanating 
from land conflicts pitting farmers and 

herders, hence, it is hoped, through 
the special campaign these will be 
eradicated through solidarity, love and 
unity.

“To start with, for this year we shall 
reach out to five wards: Dakawa, 
Mangae, Mkindo, Lubungo and Melela 
where 219 herders have come up so far, 
hence if we together plant the fodder, 
the results will be immense rather than 
leaving them alone,” said DC Judith.

For their part, herders in the District 
said the coming of the campaign will 
be the solution to the land conflicts 
with farmers.

Tomas Olaisha, one of the herders, 
said the mobilisation for growing 
livestock fodder has been well received 
as many conflicts were caused by lack 
of pasture for their animals, hence the 
campaign will to a great extent solve 
them.

For his part, Abel Yohana, a farmer, 
thanked District officials for deciding 
to make sesame a strategic crop, 
adding that if it is cultivated profitably 
it will benefit many farmers in the 
district and enhance their economic 
well-being.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

MINERALS minister Anthony Mavunde 
has   put in place measures to curb mineral 
smuggling, saying it is one of his priorities to 
streamline the sector.

He said the government is committed to 
ensure that the precious natural resources 
are sold through official systems in order to 
benefit all Tanzanians.

Speaking during a meeting with mineral 
stakeholders convened by the Federation of 
Miners Association of Tanzania (FEMATA)  
in Dodoma, the minister noted that mineral 
smuggling denies the country foreign 
currency as some of the smugglers sell to 
traders from neighbouring countries who 
buy in local currency.

He noted that the sector is headed in the 
right direction with increased contribution 
to the national economy thus the need to 
ensure that set targets are realized.

“The government is doing everything 
possible to improve the mining sector 

with the aim of collecting at least 1trl/- in 
2023/24”, said the minister.

The minister made the explanations after 
some stakeholders in the meeting pointed 
out that smuggling of minerals is a great 
challenge to the sector, contributing to loss 
of foreign currency by a certain percentage.

Earlier, FEMATA President, John Bina 
noted that smuggling is a big problem in the 
sector, attributing it to many big taxes and 
levies charged by local authorities where 
mining activities take place.

He promised to work closely with the 
government to help tame smugglers for 
the interest of the sector. “We appeal to 
the government to see how it can help in 

reducing the high levies at district council 
levels”, he said.

Kahama Urban MP, Jumanne Kishimba 
(CCM), argued that there is great reduction 
of availability of minerals, especially gold in 
the market due to smuggling.

He noted that despite liberation efforts 
in the sector, smugglers are increasingly 
coming back into the game as it used to 
be in the past, calling the government to 
intervene.

“It is sad to hear of the smuggling of gold to 
other countries, causing shortage of foreign 
currency in the country,” said the MP.

In October last year, during a tour in  Geita 
region, President  Samia Suluhu Hassan 

issued several directives geared towards 
stimulating the country’s economy, key 
being tightening measures to curb mineral 
smuggling.

The Head of State directed security 
organs to collaborate with the Ministry of 
Minerals to tighten the screws on mineral 
smugglers, who rob the country of much-
needed revenue that could be used for 
development.

The mining sector contributed 7.3 per cent 
to the country’s GDP in 2021, up from 4.8 
per cent in 2018 when the Tanzania Mineral 
Commission was established. Revenue 
increased from 346.2bn/- in 2018/19 to 
624.6bn/- in the 2021/22 fiscal year.

Minister outlines strategies to 
combat smuggling of minerals
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By Guardian Correspondent, Njombe

NJOMBE district commissioner 
Kissa Kassongwa has instructed 
fertiliser agents in the district to abide 
by indicative prices of the subsidized 
farm input as well as openly displaying 
the prices from village levels, churches 
and mosques to enable the people to 
know.

Kassongwa issued the directive 
when addressing a fertiliser 
stakeholders meeting during which 

he also instructed all wards in the 
district to extend time for farmers to 
register themselves.

“For those who will not register 
themselves will be in trouble because 
fertiliser is a challenge facing farmers, 
hence I like the registration exercise 
to start at one, even tomorrow,” he 
said.

He stressed: “Subsidized fertiliser 
indicative prices should be adhered 
to as per President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan’s instructions.”

He added that it would be better at 
this time for the agents to remove all 
challenges which happened during 
the last farming season.

“There is no need for fraud, we 
must work together and mete out 

justice to the people, they should 
not buy the fertiliser at any other 
prices except those indicated by the 
government, and the prices should 
be displayed on notice boards in all 
villages including churches, mosques 

and other prominent places,” said Dc 
Kassongwa.

For his part, Tanzania Fertiliser 
Regulatory Authority for Southern 
Highlands Zone, Michael Sanga 
called on Njombe residents to 
register themselves with the National 
Identification Authority (NIDA) in 
order to get IDs cards.

“As we go, we shall decide whether 
that should be a special condition 
for farmers’ registration, hence we 
should use our various forums to urge 

farmers to register themselves for 
NIDA cards,” said Sanga.

Asifiwe Magoma, Njombe Region’s 
Chairman of Fertiliser Association 
said the good job made by the 
government shows that agents are no 
longer fraudsters.

“Hussein Bashe, the Agriculture 
Minister has created for us a good 
system that clearly shows that one is 
easily found out if he implements the 
fertiliser distribution exercise outside 
the system in place,” Magoma said.

Sell fertiliser at indicative prices, DC tells dealers

Subsidized fertiliser indicative prices should 
be adhered to as per President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan’s instructions

Industry and Trade minister Dr Ashatu Kijaji (R) has an audience with Serengeti Breweries Ltd managing director Obinna Anyalebechi, who paid her a 
courtesy call in Dar es Salaam earlier this week. They exchanged views on ways to drive economic empowerment across communities in the country 
through the firm’s corporate social responsibility programmes. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter

DOCTOR Kandi Muze, a specialist 
of Type One diabetes that mostly 
affects children, has said the number 
of children suffering from Type One 
Diabetes is rising with the youngest 
age being six weeks.

Dr Muze adds that statistics at 
Muhimbili National Hospital (MNH) 
alone show that in 1985 there were only 
35 children suffering from diabetes 
but now the number has reached 400 
and many of them are referred to the 
hospital in critical condition.

In an interview with this reporter 
during a three-day Children’s Diabetes 
Camp which ended on Tuesday in 
Bagamoyo District, Coast Region, Dr 
Muze said more than 5,000 children 
with diabetes countrywide attend 

clinics while for all types of diabetes 
the number is over 500,000.

He said the camp was organised 
by Tanzania Non-Communicable 
Diseases Alliance (TANCDA) and 
aimed to provide training to children 
and youth living with Type One 
diabetes.

He added that the goal is to learn 
how to monitor starch in the body and 
the correct use of insulin to be in the 
right levels.

Regarding the rising number of 
sufferers, Dr Muze said it is caused 
by various factors including the 
understanding by the community and 
many people going to hospitals.

The specialist further said apart 
from the increasing number of 
sufferers, many go to hospitals when 
their condition becomes critical and 

added that many children die because 
sometimes they are treated for other 
diseases without testing for diabetes.

He said to address the problem, they 
now stress that all children going to 
hospital for any disease must first be 
tested for diabetes.

He said any children with signs of 
frequently passing urine, drinking a 
lot of water than normal, reducing in 
weight despite eating normally should 
be tested for diabetes.

“Sometimes we send blood samples 
outside the country to look for DNA, 
as many children are found with Type 
One diabetes that need insulin for 
treatment,” he said.

Regarding the Bagamoyo Diabetes 
Camp, Dr Muze said it has involved 
children from every clinic in Dar es 
Salaam.

‘The incidence of type 1 diabetes
(T1D) in young children is rising’

Temeke district commissioner Mobhare Matinyi (2nd-L) receives sanitary equipment and supplies from a Tirima Group 
representative during the recent launch of a Cleanliness Week held at Kurasini in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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Climate crisis is a war 
for humankind to win
C

LIMATE change is the 
defining crisis of our time 
and it is happening even 
more quickly than we 

feared. 
But the good thing is, we are far 

from being powerless in the face of 
this global threat, as UN Secretary-
General António Guterres pointed 
late last year, “the climate emergency 
is a race we are losing, but it is a race 
we can win”.

That means reducing global 
emissions of CO2 by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reducing coal use 
to almost zero and using up to seven 
million sq. km (2.7 million square 
miles) for land energy crops.

However, the world has never 
been united – there are forces that 
resist the gallant fight, including, 
of all countries, the United States – 
during the Administration of Donald 
Trump, who used to make it clear 
that he does not believe in the entire 
perception of climate change. 

After saying so he moved to cease 
all participation in the 2015 Paris 
Agreement on climate change, saying 
the entire protocol was unfair to his 
country. 

However, with a new man at the 
White House the country’s reentry 
into the fold is yet to materialize 
due to the cumbersome procedure 
thereof.

The effects of climate change 
are not phenomena that can be 
hidden. Tanzania has had its share 
of the effects from extreme weather 
conditions associated with heavy 
rains and floods in various areas.

Two years ago the country had its 
biggest scare from the hurricane Jobo 
that was hurtling towards Tanzania, 

and had it not weakened before it 
made landfall, it would have brought 
devastating climatic catastrophe 
on Tanzanians never experienced 
before. 

As we speak now, the US, the 
erstwhile denier of climate change, 
has just been grappling with two 
disasters both scientists say are the 
result of climate change – the raging 
forest fires in its western states and 
hurricanes in the south east, the 
phenomena that reappear almost 
every year.

In recent weeks we have also 
witnessed similar disaster in Canada, 
Brazil and others whilst in Tanzania 
the weather forecasting authority 
TMA has just warned for the 
expected El-Nino rains later this year 
that some scientists say are also the 
effects of climate change.

No corner of the globe is 
immune from the devastating 
consequences of climate change. 
Rising temperatures are fueling 
environmental degradation, natural 
disasters, weather extremes, food 
and water insecurity, economic 
disruption, conflict, and terrorism. 

Glaciers and ice sheets in polar 
and mountain regions are already 
melting faster than ever, causing sea 
levels to rise. Almost two-thirds of 
the world’s cities with populations of 
over five million are located in areas 
at risk of sea level rise and almost 40 
per cent of the world’s population 
live within 100 km of a coast. 

Global warming impacts 
everyone’s food and water security. 
Climate change is a direct cause of 
soil degradation, which limits the 
amount of carbon the earth is able to 
contain. 

REGROW projects don’t have 
to wait for World Bank loans

T
HERE is a new feature 
in the link between 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
conservation and 

improving the farming infrastructure, 
in relation to imparting knowledge 
to smallholder farmers on better 
use of water and understanding the 
importance of preserving the local 
ecosystem. This is the hallmark of 
the Resilient Natural Resources for 
Growth Project {REGROW), now 
being implemented at an irrigation 
scheme in Mbarali District, Mbeya 
region, It has a history of conflicts.

An irrigation technician told 
visiting journalists at midweek that 
by improving the Madibira irrigation 
scheme, paddy farmers and the 
Ruaha National Park (RUNAPA) 
authorities are guaranteed water 
flow throughout the year. This is 
expected to uplift the tourism sector, 
providing an additional market for 
various traditional products. Since 
it is an 18 months project to be 
completed at a cost of 8.7bn/-, clearly 
such projects can be financed locally, 
if the basics are respected.

Formulating viable public-
private partnership projects has 
taken decades to be properly set 
out at the level of policy, and there 
is a dark chance that its proper 
implementation may crawl at a 
snail’s speed. The reason is that 
administrators are used to receiving 
government funds, from local 
revenues or external loans, and have 
little interest in actually working 
with entrepreneurs on a fair basis. 
They wish to administer the law 
upon investors, not sit down and 
plan a project.

As is usually the case in policy 
debate, there are different 
undercurrents at work at one and 
the same moment, one favouring a 
community approach – leading to 
pushing for more government funds 
or external loans. The method is to 

pile up taxes on all trading or service 
activities, despite that this approach 
diminishes the will to invest and 
cuts the job creation potential. The 
public-private method

 targets society as a community of 
individuals, who earn income and 
essentially pay for services. It isn’t 
shocking as we all pay for water, 
electricity, or rent.

If one suggests a private sector 
based REGROW scheme, strategic 
impairing of such a project would 
soon be noticed, for instance 
demanding that local people pay 
to a cooperative and then it enters 
into association with an investor.  
That will not work, as a cooperative 
will be shielded by local authorities 
and will not be accountable to such 
investor. The clever idea there is to 
get an investor sink his money into a 
project, the cooperative pulls its legs 
in paying; it ends there.

The culture of wishing to 
shortchange investors instead of 
doing clear and candid business 
with them paralysed successive 
‘privatisation’ projects of the third 
and fourth phases. The fifth phase 
reinvigorated public firms with large 
amounts of cash while clearing spider 
webs of privileges and lack of probity 
in how they used public funds. The 
sixth phase is working to develop 
clear public-private partnerships 
but Treasury will have to organise a 
number of role model initiatives for 
‘best practices’ to be grasped. We 
would at least learn gradually. 

We don’t have to call the World 
Bank for environmental projects 
costing less than 10bn/- if we are 
organized. And when we obtain 
that kind of cash from multilateral 
lenders, we can put it in the central 
bank for commercial banks to 
borrow for easier environmental 
loans; assurance of 1bn/- cushion 
would ease lending to scores of 
projects.

By Special Correspondent

P
RESIDENT Bola Tinubu 
(pictured) will be indulging 
in a grand delusion of 
routing these non-state 

actors if he adopts the previous Buhari 
regime’s double standards.

In a maniacal display of their capacity 
for evil against Nigeria, terrorists 
ambushed and killed soldiers in Niger 
State last month. And adding insult 
to injury, they shot down a military 
helicopter on a rescue operation. 
About 36 officers lost their lives in the 
double tragedy. This is not the first 
time Nigerian soldiers would perish in 
this sort of circumstance. The saga is 
heart-wrenching and should be an eye 
opener to the new administration on 
the challenges ahead.

The victims were on a special 
military assignment in Kundu, Rafi 
Local Government Area of the state 
to neutralise a band of bandits but 
they were waylaid, perhaps due to 
the activities of fifth columnists in the 
military. Fourteen soldiers and seven 
injured others, were casualties in the 
first incident. A military helicopter 
that had evacuated the dead and the 
wounded was then brought down, with 
a terror kingpin, Abdullahi Abubakar, 
alias Dogo Gide, claiming responsibility 
for this in a viral video. This cretinous 
felon has boasted of being the overlord 
of the zone’s underworld. He and his 
allies should be routed immediately 
to defang their burgeoning criminal 
networks.

Facing superior fire power with 
increased aerial assaults in the North-
East from the military, Boko Haram 
jihadists and their affiliates in ISWAP, 
gradually and steadily, have re-
established a stronghold in Niger State, 
lured by its heavily under-policed and 
huge land mass - the largest in Nigeria. 
The state’s contiguity with Zamfara, 
Kaduna, Katsina and Sokoto states in 
the North-West, which also provide 
fertile furrows for bandits to dig in and 
operate, makes it a haven for insurgents 
in North-Central region. From the 
state, they marauded locations in 
Abuja, killing seven soldiers of the 
elite Brigade of Guards on patrol in 
July 2022, in the process. The terrorists 
that stormed Kuje prison, amidst the 
presence of 65 security personnel, and 
successfully released 60 Boko Haram 
members and 800 other inmates, had 
Niger State as their groove.

President Bola Tinubu will be 
indulging in a grand delusion of 
routing these non-state actors if he 
adopts the previous Buhari regime’s 
double standards. This provided 
oxygen to the terrorists to sustain their 
nefarious activities. At every turn, 
former President Buhari sought help 
from the US, European Union and 

other countries. Countless military 
support came in tow, in terms of the 
procurement of military equipment, 
especially the hitherto forbidden 
sales of 12 Super Tucano fighter jets 
by the US; intelligence sharing; the 
training of military personnel; and 
mutual legal assistance. Intelligence 
from the United Arab Emirate (UAE) 
and the US led Nigeria to identify 400 
terror financiers in April 2021. It was a 
breakthrough.

The then Minister of Information 
gleefully talked of how the anti-fraud 
unit had uncovered 123 companies 
and 33 Bureau de Change linked to 
terrorists. The erstwhile Attorney 
General and Minister of Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, spoke of the 
Federal Government’s identification 
of high profile Nigerian suspects who 
were supporting the evil crusade. A 
media statement from his office said, 
government would soon “resuscitate 
and reinvigorate the existing special 
terrorism prosecution courts” in the 
country for the purpose of bringing 
those found culpable to book.

Curiously, this never happened until 
Buhari’s tenure expired on the 29th of 
May. While the regime dithered over 
the issue, a Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN), Femi Falana, excoriated the then 
AGF: “The suspects have been shielded 
from prosecution and exculpated by 
the Chief Law Officer of the Federation, 
in spite of the overwhelming evidence 
already assembled against them by 
the team of investigators.” No serious 
country in the throes of terrorism does 
this.

On the contrary, in far away UAE, 
Abubakar Ado Musa, Salihu Yusuf 
Adamu, Bashir Ali Yusuf, Mohammed 
Ibrahim Isa, Ibrahim Ali Alhasan and 
Surajo Abubakar Muhammad were 
arrested promptly, put on trial and 
convicted. The UAE and US found these 
agents of terror guilty of establishing 
Boko Haram cells in the UAE to raise 
funds and provide material assistance 
to their confederates in Nigeria. In 
one fell swoop, they had transferred 

$782,000 from Dubai to Nigeria. While 
Salihu Adamu received a life sentence, 
Surajo and others were slammed with 
10-year jail terms each.

Now, under a new political 
dispensation, the whole mess should 
be properly cleaned up and contained. 
The president should debrief all the 
appropriate government agencies, 
especially the Nigerian Financial 
Intelligence Unit (NFIU), for prosecution 
to be initiated against the identified 
suspects. If some were released from 
arrests by the last regime, as it is being 
alleged, then the law should take 
its course against those found to be 
complicit. Double-standards in fighting 
terrorism - for which Nigeria has 
spent billions of dollars in procuring 
military equipment; lost more than 
100,000 civilian and military lives; 
and with about two million citizens 
scattered across Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) camps since 2010 - is 
treasonable.

Plainly, the fight against terrorism 
cannot be won with recurrent pleas 
for global support, a favourite pastime 
of the Buhari government, which 
Tinubu echoed a fortnight ago, when 
he received the Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations Office 
on Counter-Terrorism, Vladimir 
Voronkov, in audience in Abuja, while 
the state itself undermines the war 
by shielding conflict entrepreneurs 
from prosecution. This hypocrisy 
and paradox put Nigerian soldiers to 
the sword and weakens the military 
that are already weary in this endless 
warfare.

The failure to effectively deal with 
the phenomenon of fifth columnists 
in the military is another immolation 
affecting our counter-insurgency 
campaign. It must be squarely dealt 
with too. A former Chief of Defence 
Staff, the late Alex Bade, first confirmed 
the scourge in 2015, as leaked sensitive 
information and operational plans to 
terrorists triggered a series of surprised 
attacks, in which many generals met 
their untimely deaths. The recent 

carnages of soldiers in Niger State were 
preceded by the 18 July downing of a 
Nigerian Airforce jet along the Kaduna-
Katsina border; the ambush in Marti, a 
town in Borno, in which seven soldiers 
were killed, in May 2021; and the killing 
of at least 30 soldiers on a miners’ 
rescue mission in Shiroro, Niger State 
in July 2020.

As Nobel Laureate, Wole Soyinka 
once warned former President Buhari 
that security was still a “frontline 
responsibility,” it is even more so for 
Tinubu, with the economy absolutely in 
shambles and hunger prowling in most 
families. Having noted that terrorism 
is an effective danger to democracy, 
development, growth and prosperity, 
when the UN envoy visited, President 
Tinubu should avoid the absurdity of 
fighting terrorism with Buhari’s kind 
of deception, while embroiled in a 
seemingly Sisyphean task of pulling 
the messy economy he inherited out of 
the woods, at the same time.

Cutting the sources of funding to 
terrorists kills their lifeline. By doing 
so, the influx of arms into the country 
is addressed too. This is a touchstone 
approach deployed globally in such 
a conflict. The political and military 
authorities, therefore, should wean 
themselves off Buhari’s legacies, reset 
the security architecture, and learn 
from other jurisdictions that have faced 
even more herculean insurgencies and 
triumphed over them.

It is worth repeating that no nation 
wins the war against terrorism of the 
magnitude savaging Nigeria with a 
single, centralised policing system. It is 
not for nothing that the US has 18,000 
police forces; Germany, 22; and the 
UK, 43 regular outfits. In other words, 
decentralising policing will reduce 
Nigeria’s territories that are under the 
control of non-state actors and inject 
a new life into the strategy that will 
protect lives and properties.

The country, under Tinubu’s 
leadership, must be leery of soldiers 
doing the work of policing and at 
the same time being involved in an 
asymmetrical warfare they are not 
trained for. 

An Anti-Terrorism Taskforce, 
which Buhari promised, but failed 
to establish, should be set up now. 
That’s what countries with hands-on 
approaches to fighting terrorism do. 
In the US, its Navy SEAL tracked and 
killed Osama bin Laden in 2011; the 
Israeli Sayeret MATKAL and M15 of 
UK, which are deployed for anti-terror 
engagements, are different from the 
regular forces.

At PREMIUM TIMES, we believe that 
Nigeria has had enough of putting its 
military personnel in harm’s way. The 
time to reclaim our security landscape 
seized by Boko Haram, ISWAP, bandits 
and kidnappers is now!

Massacre of Nigerian soldiers: Tinubu and
the urgency of prosecuting terror financiers



 

Friday 15 September,  2023

Page 10

By Guardian Reporter

A
S today the world marks 
World Insurance Day, 
an event that increases 
awareness on insurance 

policy and the importance of having 
insured products for everyday lives 
of the people including the concept 
of ‘bad luck’ that meet them, Tanza-
nia Insurance Regulatory Authority 
(TIRA) has advised the government 
to establish insurance policy to guide 
the sector.

This was among issues spelled out 
by TIRA Commissioner, Dr Baghayo 
Saqware in an exclusive interview 
with this paper as part of marking 
this important global event.

He said that for years the sector 
has been operating without having 

the policy, which is key for the coun-
try’s socio-economic development. 
According to him, insurance sector 
needs a specific board that will help 
to guide professions in the industry 
on how to do better in the sector, 
which cut across in almost every sec-
tor.

 On insurance for agriculture, Dr 
Saqware said: “This area have been 
dealt with. The idea is ward off farm-
ers from poverty during periods of 
drought, floods, destructive pests and 
other calamities.”

He said that the initial goal is to 
reach out to 10,000 farmers in the 
next five years.

Dr Saqware says the importance 
of insurance stems from the fact that 
there is no person who like to get ill, 
involve in accidents, get injured at 

places of work die or lose property 
one accumulates with sweat for a 
long time.

The benefit of insurance cover is to 
assure you of treatment when you get 
ill, consolation when you get involved 
in accident, death, fire disasters in-
cluding loss of crops and livestock.

He adds that the importance for a 
person to have insurance cover is to 
protect himself against disasters or 
loss that can occur.

“Insurance is a protection on prop-
erty, health, and community’s eco-
nomic disasters,” he says.

He says ordinary insurance are 
those for vehicles, property and life 
that provide pensions and other ben-
efits as agreed.

Saqware says the benefit of insur-
ance is to eradicate poverty and raise 

Commissioner of Insurance, Dr. Baghayo Saqware 

TIRA advises the govt to TIRA advises the govt to 
establish insurance policyestablish insurance policy

JUBILEE LIFE INSURANCE: 
We have affordable insurance 

products with suitable benefits and 
provide excellent customer service

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
TANZANIA INSURANCE REGULATORY AUTHORITY

TANZANIA INSURANCE REGULATORY AUTHORITY
 WISHES ALL TANZANIANS A HAPPY  

INSURANCE DAY

DAR ES SALAAM ZONETIRA HQ

LAPF Building, 5th floor
Plot No. 4/5 Makole Area
P.O. Box 2987
Dodoma
Tel:+255 (026) 2321180
Fax: +255 (026) 2321180
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income especially on people involved 
in disasters, saying that every person 
is supposed to have insurance cover to 
protect himself and those he loves.

“We have been able to issue 1,300 in-
surance agency licences up to Septem-
ber this year, an increase of 13 per cent 
and have registered nine digital insur-
ance platforms,” he says.

“For instance, we want to register ga-
rages that provide insurance services 
so that a motor vehicle belonging to a 

customer with insurance cover should 
be repaired to the required standard, he 
says and adds that the guidelines places 
the limit for the vehicle to be repaired 
– up to 30 days and that this provides 
room for service providers to work hard 
to beat the deadline.

He says TIRA’s guidelines issued in 
May this year provides room for gradu-
ates in the insurance field to be regis-
tered by an insurance firm to sell the 
sector’s products without having a com-

pany of themselves.
He also says the sector has entered the 

digital field and has already registered 
nine online insurances, adding that a 
customer van buy insurance cover with-
out walking around with cash.

Regarding payments to insurance 
beneficiaries, Saqware says TIRA has 
issued temporary guidelines for pay-
ing claims when the customer submits 
claims when he is involved in disasters.

The Necessity of Life Insurance
Life insurance is a quintessential asset 

within many individuals’ long-term finan-
cial planning strategies. It serves as a safe-
guard for your loved ones, ensuring they 
receive necessary financial support after 
your demise. Life insurance can assist your 
spouse in managing mortgage payments, 
daily expenses, or fund your children’s edu-
cation.

Understanding Life Insurance: The 
Contract and Its Types

Life insurance functions as a contract 
between a policyholder and an insurance 
company. The agreement is designed to dis-
burse a death benefit when the insured in-
dividual passes away. The landscape of life 
insurance is vast, including several types 
from term to permanent.

The procedure of claiming and payout 
initiates promptly following the insured’s 
death. It’s crucial to designate life insurance 
beneficiaries, who may be individuals or or-
ganizations. Beneficiaries may receive the 
payout in various forms, including lump-
sum payments, installment payments, an-
nuities, and retained asset accounts.

The Scope and Implications of Life Insur-
ance

The kind and amount of life insurance 
coverage people choose differ significantly 
based on their needs, typically aiming to 
provide for the insured’s dependents if the 
insured dies prematurely. The life insur-
ance contract obligates the company to pay 
a death benefit to the insured’s nominated 
beneficiaries, provided the policy is in ef-
fect at the time of death.

Generally, the death benefit is tax-free 
unless the premiums are deductible, repre-
senting a specific permissible expense type. 
The primary use of life insurance is to instill 
financial security for a family in case of the 
death of a family member.

Life insurance doesn’t necessarily tar-
get income providers; it also extends to 
non-working spouses with significant 
household roles. The sudden loss of such 
a spouse would impose new childcare and 
housekeeping costs. Thus, life insurance is 
crucial in such scenarios, with a few excep-
tions outlined in the contract.

The Intricacies of Life Insurance: Un-
derwriting and Premiums

Life insurance policies offer varying cov-
erage amounts with higher face amounts, 
underwriting becomes more rigorous due 
to the high stakes. The underwriting pro-
cess often includes a health questionnaire, 

complete with a physical examination in-
volving blood and urine samples, typically 
paid for by the insurance company or bro-
kerage.

The key components of life insurance are 
the death benefit and the premium. Term 
policies and Guaranteed Universal Life 
(GUL) policies often belong to this catego-
ry. Term policies have a set validity, while 
GULs may last through old age.

Beyond Basic Coverage: Cash Value 
Component and Additional Offerings

Life insurance also presents a cash value 
component, allowing premiums to accu-
mulate according to a fixed rate. This can 
also include a fixed rate plus dividend or in-
dex interest eligibility, or through an invest-
ment in mutual fund-like accounts. These 
policies, such as universal life, whole life, in-
dexed universal life, variable universal life, 
are typically permanent.

Life insurance can be sold as part of a 
cafeteria plan at a job, often incorporating 
long-term health benefits like critical illness 
coverage and long-term care coverage.

Understanding the intricacies of life in-
surance, from its types and underwriting 
process to the possible benefits and pay-
outs, is crucial for your long-term financial 
planning. This ensures the well-being of 
your loved ones, offering them financial 
stability even in your absence.

About Life Insurance
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We have affordable insurance 
products with suitable benefits and 
provide excellent customer service

Q: Jubilee Life Insurance was chosen as the new name 
after a thorough research exercise aiming to enable 
the company to overcome uncertainty and provide 
solutions that protect the future of their customers. 
What has been achieved in that regard?

ANS: Jubilee Life Insurance Corporation of Tanzania 
Limited ( Jubilee Life Tz) is a subsidiary of Jubilee Holding 
Limited ( JHL), whereby JHL has been operating in the East 
Africa region for over 85 years now, JHL is listed in the 
Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE), the Nairobi Stock 
Exchange and Uganda Securities Exchange. With the largest 
shareholders’ fund in the region, our customers are assured 
of security and peace of mind.

To mention few achievements among many others, 
including year on year massive customer increase due to 
provision of quality service, being ISO certified as we run the 
company according to international standards and year on 
year revenue and asset growth.

Q: How can you differentiate Jubilee Life Insurance 
from others?

ANS: Jubilee Life Insurance is differentiated by customer 
focus- to us we put the customer first and ensure we meet 
and satisfy their needs. Products- we have a variety of 
products, from individual customers, SMEs to corporate 
customers. Price - we have affordable insurance products 
with suitable benefits and provides excellent customer 
service. Team - when combining the above three with the 
energetic customer-centric team we have, we stand out from 

other insurance companies.

Q: How does Jubilee Life Insurance handle its 
customers?

ANS: This involves providing excellent service as well as 
resolving customers’ concerns; we do meet this in various 
ways including training our team well in customer service 
principles. We focus on professionalism when providing our 
service, we listen and communicate clearly to our customers 
and also we handle complaints constructively, etc.

Q: Does Jubilee Life insurance have life insurance 
benefits that are guaranteed?

ANS: Yes, our Life insurance plans are endowment Life 
Insurance policies, which guarantee our customers to get 
their benefits no matter what happens, meaning if they live 
past maturity date, they will receive payout from us and if any 
insured incidence happens e.g., death, their beneficiaries will 
receive payout from us. 

Q: Does Jubilee Insurance support the community in 
terms of corporate social responsibility?

ANS: Yes, we do have a budget for CSR each year and we 
do support the community in a variety of initiatives, for 
example we recently renovated and built several school 
classrooms, we built toilets in some schools, we built teachers 
houses etc. which was done across many regions in Tanzania, 
e.g., Arusha, Mbeya, Kagera, Dodoma, Morogoro and Dar es 
Salaam.

We also conducted primary school painting competitions 

JUBILEE LIFE INSURANCE:

Life insurance can be defined as a contract between an insurance policy holder and an insurance company, 
where the insurer promises to pay a sum of money in exchange for a premium, upon the death of an insured 
person or after a set period. In the case of life insurance, you pay premiums for a specific term and in return, 
be provided with a life cover. This life cover secures your loved ones’ future by paying a lump sum amount 
in case of an unfortunate event. In some policies, you are paid an amount called maturity benefit at the end 
of the policy term.

There are several insurance companies operating in Tanzania. In light of marking Insurance Day today, 
‘The Guardian’ had an interview with Jubilee Life Insurance chief executive officer – Helena Mzena on how 
the company is involved in and its future prospects. Excerpts…

and awarded top five winners with our Career 
Life plan, which is a life insurance plan towards 
children’s school fees.

Q: Tanzania is now one of the fastest 
developing economies in Africa, resulting 
in both increased opportunities for 
advancement as well as risks on a global 
scale. How does Jubilee Life Insurance take 
this up?

Jubilee Life Insurance Corporation of Tanzania Ltd jubileelifetz www.jubileetanzania.co.tz

Address: Faykat Tower, 7th Floor,

Ali Hassan Mwinyi Road, DSM. 

“ADAPTING TO A CHANGING WORLD: STRENGTHENING COMPLIANCE, 
RISK MANAGEMENT6 AND RESILIENCE IN INSURANCE”.

ANS: While we remain focused on compliance to manage risks 
from all angles, in terms of opportunities for growth in line with 
our country’s growth. Jubilee Life Insurance is taking part in PPP- 
Public Private Partnership to ensure our services reach citizens 
at large. In financial inclusion- with the use of technology we are 
trying our best to design platforms which allow easy access of our 
products and services, all in all digital transformation is one of our 
key strategic priorities.

Q: How would you describe the future of the insurance 
market in Tanzania especially looking in the area of Life 
insurance? Does government insurance policy favour 
players to develop, promote and maintain inclusive, 
efficient, fair, safe and stable insurance business in the 
country?

ANS: When talking about the future of Life insurance I would 
like to investigate trends that are shaping the life insurance 
industry in Tanzania, which might provide some premises for 
understanding its potential future:

Market Growth: The life insurance industry in Tanzania has 
been experiencing growth due to increasing awareness of the 
importance of insurance and a growing middle-class population. 
This trend may continue, driven by economic development.

Product Diversification: It appears that insurers are increasingly 
offering a variety of life insurance products tailored to meet the 
specific needs of different customer segments, including term life, 
whole life, and unit-linked policies.

Digitalization: Like in many countries, the insurance industry 
in Tanzania is moving towards digitalization. More insurers are 
offering online services, including policy purchases and claims 
processing. This trend is expected to continue, making insurance 
more accessible.

Yes, I will say 100 per cent the government insurance policy 
favours players to develop, promote and maintain inclusive, 
efficient, fair, safe and stable insurance business in the country 
through the insurance regulator, TIRA.

Q: Do you see any need to celebrate Insurance Day this 
year? What is your message?

ANS: Yes indeed, there is a need to celebrate Insurance Day 
this year. Looking at Life Insurance growth last year was 42 per 
cent, showing that the industry is gaining momentum, and in the 
very near future it will be a major contributor to our country’s 
economy. The message is “let us keep the good work in growing 
Insurance Industry in Tanzania.”

Q: Are there any recent awards that your company has 
received and is proud of?

ANS:  Yes, our company received several awards based on the 
services that we offer. This proves how good and reliable our 
service is, to mention but a few of these awards, we received 
two awards from Consumer Choice Awards Africa as the most 
convenient and preferred life insurance service provider in 
Tanzania and Most Reliable Life Insurance provider in Africa, 
both in 2021 and 2022. The NBAA awards - 2021 & 2022 we won 
the best presented financial statements and the PMAYA Award - 
2021, a presidential award.
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HAPPY INSURANCE DAY 2023
History  
Zanzibar Insurance Corpo-

ration (ZIC) was established 
on 20th June, 1969 under 
President Office Finance and 
Planning in the Revolutionary 
Government of Zanzibar. 

Aim 
 The main purpose of the 

establishment of this organi-
zation is to provide quality in-
surance services to individu-
als, privates and government 
institutions in order to ex-
pand the business scope and 
nationwide as well as pro-
tect the Nation’s economic 
growth.

Where is ZIC Operates? 
Zanzibar Insurance Corpo-

ration continues to provide its 
services through its offices  in 
Isles located in Unguja  (Head 
Quarters situated at  Maisara, 
Mpirani Street and its branch 
at Amani street ) as well as in  
Chake chake Pemba  and for 
Tanzania mainland , ZIC op-
erates from its offices are in  
Dar es salaam, Tanga, Arusha, 
Mwanza, Dodoma, Kahama, 
Mara and Mbeya . 

ZIC also provide its services 
through various insurance 
agents and brokers who are 
certified by Tanzania Insur-
ance Regulatory Authority 
(TIRA) countrywide and also 
banks with the aim of reach-
ing and providing quality 
services and assurance to its 
customers whenever they are 
at risks.

ZIC Services
Zanzibar Insurance Corpo-

ration provides various insur-
ance services such as Motor 
Insurance, Fire Insurance, 
Burglary Insurance, Public 
Liability Insurance, Profes-
sional Indemnity Insurance, 
Travel Insurance, Tour Op-
erator Insurance , ZIC Queen 
Motor Insurance, ZIC App etc.   

1.	 Travel Insurance- This 
is comprehensive in-
surance which provides 
total protection for a 
traveler wherever he/
she travels in and out-
side the country against 
loss or damages such 
as losing belongings or 
passport, safari being 
cancelled or delayed.

2.	 Tour operator Insur-
ance-This insurance 
provides protection for 
tour operators while at 
work, protection against 
loss or damages such as 
theft, injuries, accident 
while at work across 
the country in histori-
cal sites, game reserves, 
national parks as well as 
water sports across the 

country.

3.	 ZIC Queen Motor In-
surance-This is the 
comprehensive private 
insurance which pro-
vides comprehensive 
protection against loss 
or damages to the motor 
vehicle itself due to an 
accident, fire or theft, 
as well as coverage for 
the driver and associ-
ated legal liabilities for 
death or bodily injuries 
and damages to other 
person’s properties. 

4.	 ZIC App Insurance is 
the new service which 
provides ZIC custom-
ers access to insure 
their products easier 
and convenient while 
at home without visit 
ZIC offices, brokers or 
agents. With ZIC App, a 
customer can do every-
thing he/she requires at 
his/her fingertips. A cus-
tomer need to AppStore 
or Google Play to access 
the ZIC App.

•	 Partnership with 
	 Reinsurers 
	 Zanzibar Insurance Cor-

poration works with 
various partners in or-
der to improve its ser-
vices, it is in partnership 
with Reinsurers so as to 
increase its capabilities 
on how to pay custom-
ers claims.

•	 Bancassurance 
	 Zanzibar Insurance Cor-

poration has simplified 
premium payments to 
its customers by part-
nering with more than 
11 banks through Insur-
ance Premium Funding 
(IPF) which allows cus-
tomers to pay insurance 
in installments and little 
interests.

•	 Mobile Networks
	 Zanzibar Insurance Cor-

poration has partnered 
with mobile networks 
to provide insurance 
through mobile phones, 
in order to reach more 
customers in the coun-
try.

Zanzibar Insurance 
Corporation 
works with various 
partners in order 
to improve its 
services, it is in 
partnership with 
Reinsurers so as 
to increase its 
capabilities on how 
to pay customers 
claims.

What Is an Insurance 
Claim?

An insurance claim is a for-
mal request by a policyholder 
to an insurance company for 
coverage or compensation 
for a covered loss or policy 
event. The insurance com-
pany validates the claim (or 
denies the claim). If it is ap-
proved, the insurance com-
pany will issue payment to 
the insured or an approved 
interested party on behalf of 
the insured.

Insurance claims cover eve-
rything from death benefits 
on life insurance policies to 
routine and comprehen-
sive medical exams. In some 
cases, a third party is able to 
file claims on behalf of the 
insured person. However, in 
the majority of cases, only the 
person(s) listed on the policy 
is entitled to claim payments. 
Among the key takeaways is 
that an insurance claim is a 
formal request by a policy-
holder to an insurance com-
pany for coverage or compen-
sation for a covered loss or 
policy event, The insurance 
company validates the claim 
and, once approved, issues 
payment to the insured or an 
approved interested party on 
behalf of the insured and For 
property-casualty insurance, 
such as for your car or home, 
filing a claim can cause rate 
hikes to your future premi-
ums.

How an Insurance Claim 
Works

A paid insurance claim 
serves to indemnify a policy-
holder against financial loss. 
An individual or group pays 
premiums as consideration 
for the completion of an in-
surance contract between 
the insured party and an in-
surance carrier. The most 
common insurance claims 
involve costs for medical 
goods and services, physical 
damage, loss of life, liability 
for the ownership of dwell-
ings (homeowners, landlords, 
and renters), and liability re-
sulting from the operation of 
automobiles.

For property and causality 
insurance policies, regardless 
of the scope of an accident or 
who was at fault, the number 
of insurance claims you file 
has a direct impact on the 
rate you pay to gain cover-
age (typically through install-
ment payments called insur-
ance premiums). The greater 
the number of claims that 
are filed by a policyholder, 
the greater the likelihood of 
a rate hike. In some cases, it’s 
possible if you file too many 
claims that the insurance 
company may decide to deny 
you coverage.

If the claim is being filed 
based on the damage to 
property that you caused, 
your rates will almost surely 
rise. On the other hand, if 
you aren’t at fault, your rates 
may or may not increase. For 
example, getting hit from be-
hind when your car is parked 
or having siding blow off your 
house during a storm are 
both events that are clearly 
not the result of the policy-
holder.

However, mitigating cir-
cumstances, such as the 
number of previous claims 
you have filed, the number 
of speeding tickets you have 

received, the frequency of 
natural disasters in your area 
(earthquakes, hurricanes, 
floods), and even a low credit 
rating can all cause your rates 
to go up, even if the latest 
claim was made for damage 
you didn’t cause.

When it comes to insurance 
rate increases, not all claims 
are created equal. Dog bites, 
slip-and-fall personal injury 
claims, water damage, and 
mold can all act as signals of 
future liability for an insurer. 
These items tend to have a 
negative impact on your rates 
and on your insurer’s willing-
ness to continue providing 
coverage. Surprisingly, speed-
ing tickets may not cause a 
rate hike at all. At least for 
your first speeding ticket, 
many companies will not in-
crease your prices. The same 
goes for a minor automobile 
accident or a small claim 
against your homeowner’s in-
surance policy.

Some of types of Insurance 
Claims

Health Insurance Claims
Costs for surgical proce-

dures or inpatient hospital 
stays remain prohibitively 
expensive. Individual or 
group health policies indem-
nify patients against financial 
burdens that may otherwise 
cause crippling financial 
damage. Health insurance 
claims filed with carriers by 
providers on behalf of poli-
cyholders require little effort 
from patients; the majority of 
medical are adjudicated elec-
tronically.

Policyholders must file 
paper claims when medical 
providers do not participate 
in electronic transmittals but 
charges result from rendered 
covered services. Ultimately, 
an insurance claim protects 
an individual from the pros-
pect of large financial bur-
dens resulting from an acci-
dent or illness.

Property and Casualty 
Claims

A house is typically one of 
the largest assets an individu-
al will purchase in their life-
time. A claim filed for damage 
from covered perils is initially 
routed via the Internet to a 
representative of an insurer, 
commonly referred to as an 
agent or claims adjuster.

Unlike health insurance 
claims, the onus is on the 
policyholder to report dam-
age to a deeded property 
they own. An adjuster, de-
pending on the type of claim, 
inspects and assesses damage 
to property for payment to 
the insured. Upon verifica-
tion of the damage, the ad-
juster initiates the process of 
compensating or reimbursing 
the insured.

Life Insurance Claims
Life insurance claims re-

quire the submission of a 
claim form, a death cer-
tificate, and oftentimes the 
original policy. The process, 
especially for large face value 
policies, may require in-depth 
examination by the carrier to 
ensure that the death of the 
insured did not fall under a 
contract exclusion, such as 
suicide (usually excluded for 
the first few years after policy 
inception) or death resulting 
from a criminal act.

Insurance Claim
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Basic procedures of dealing with civil cases in court (2) 
T

ODAY, let’s take 
a look at the 
second stage of 
pleadings as a 

continuation from where we 
ended in the previous arti-
cle. We went through plaint 
as one of the very impor-
tant issues which need to be 
inserted or pleaded in the 
clause or paragraph which 
indicates that the court has 
jurisdiction. 

In the absence of this 
clause in the plaint, the 
court can right away strike 
out your case because the 
said clause demonstrates 
clearly that the court in 
which the suit or case is 
preferred has the mandate 
to deal with the dispute ei-
ther geographically, pecuni-
ary (that is in term of value 
of the issue in dispute) or 
based on the subject matter.

Here we must stress a little 
bit that courts are mandated 
to deal with cases depend-
ing on geographical terri-
tory in the sense that in case 
dispute arose in Iringa, the 
law requires the same to be 
instituted in Iringa Region 
because that is where the 
courts have jurisdiction to 
deal with such dispute. 

Among other reasons as 
to why the law requires that 
is the availability of reliable 
witnesses who can testify 
on the matter, ability of the 
court to visit area of dispute 
(when needed) and reduc-
tion of costs of running the 
case. 

One thing to be noted is 
that  there is development 
in our jurisdiction in which 
some of the causes of action 
are required to be instituted 
in the specialized courts and 
particularly where the said 
specialized court is available 
in that area. For example, 
land case are required to be 

Samia’s flagship youth agribusiness 
drive gets big boost at food forum 

 By Getrude Mbago

T
ANZANIA’s Building Better 
Tomorrow Youth Initiative 
for Agribusiness (BBT-YIA) 
impressed development 

partners at the Africa Food Systems 
Forum 2023 which took place in in Dar 
es Salaam last week, attracting a total of 
500 million US dollars (about 1.25tri/-) 
in funding.

Development partners and their 
funding commitment in bracket are the 
African Development Bank (100 million 
US dollars), World Bank (300 million US 
dollars additional funding), the Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 
and its partners (40 million US dollars) 
and the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (60 million US dol-
lars) as well as the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) 
as among other partners who declared 
funding commitment.

The partners expressed their fund-
ing commitments at the Youth Town 
Hall on the sidelines of the forum in the 
city. The Youth Town Hall is an event 
to develop the youth agenda to inform 
policy, practice and programmes that 
engage and support young people.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan told 
the forum that since its inception in 
2022, the initiative has successfully re-
cruited 1,252 young men and women, 
adding that so far, a total of 812 have 
been enrolled to undertake a four-
month agribusiness training in 13 in-
cubation centers for crops and 240 for 
livestock and 200 for fisheries.

Agriculture minister Hussein Bashe 
told a press conference last week that 
a total of 763 youth had successfully 
completed the training stage and were 
ready to embark on food production. It 
should be remembered that in the pro-
gramme, the beneficiaries are allocated 
up to 10 acres each, which they will end 
up owning. Also, the government has 
established a youth guarantee scheme 
and loan facility for youth under the Ag-
ricultural Input Trust Fund.

“The programme was formulated as a 
result of research that involved experts 
from the government and private sec-
tor, youth and development partners 
with the vision to create three million 
direct and indirect jobs by 2030 and 
is also expected to cause the establish-
ment of 12,000 profitable youth-led en-

Tanzania. 
This was discussed extensive-

ly in the recent decision of  the 
High Court of Tanzania in Civil 
Case No 148 of 2022 between BM 
Family Investment Ltd vs Dar es 
Salaam Institute of Technology 
Co. Ltd. In this case, similar is-
sue was raised by the defendant 
on the jurisdiction of the High 
Court of Tanzania, district reg-
istry to deal with commercial 
dispute in which counsel was of 
the view that since facts of the 
case emanated from a commer-
cial issue, then it was the com-
mercial court with mandate to 
determine it.

 After extensive discussions 
on the matter, the court pro-
vided very clear position which 
is in compliance with the above 
law, that commercial disputes 
can be filed at either the com-
mercial division of the High 
Court or ordinary registry of the 
High Court.          

Once the plaint is ready, the 
same should be filed in court. 
Thereafter, as matter of proce-
dure, summons to file defence 
is issued in which the defend-
ant is required to be served with 
the plaint along with summons 
which requires him to file de-
fence within 21 days from the 
date of service and the date 
which he or she is required to 
enter appearance in court. 

It is very important that issue 
of service is taken seriously be-
cause as a matter of law, courts 
are reluctant to issue adverse 
orders until there is sufficient 
proof that the defendant was 
served with court documents 
and has opted not to file de-
fence. 

It is a matter of law that ser-
vice should be effected by the 
court process server and not 
every person is allowed to effect 
services. Once the court process 
server has effected the service, 
then affidavit of proof of service 
from such court process server 

which discloses to whom and 
how the service was effected 
is required to form part of the 
court records.

Written statement of defence 
is a response filed by the de-
fendant against the plaintiff ’s 
complaint. Its primary purpose 
is to outline the defendant’s po-
sition regarding what has been 
the case against him or her and 
response to the same. 

The law requires the defend-
ant to reply to the allegations 
categorically and not making 
evasive denial. The relevance of 
this is for the trial court to have 
an understanding of what is the 
real issue between the parties. 
Failure to reply to the plaintiff 
complaint within time or seek-
ing extension within which to 
make such reply, then the plain-
tiff may ask the court to proceed 
with the case in the absence of 
the defendant.

Further, there are times when 
the defendant may have a claim 
against the plaintiff which arises 
from the same cause of action. 
In such circumstances, the law 
permits the defendant to set 
his or her case in the defence 
by way of counter claim. This 
has similar features as the plaint 
and therefore it is a cross suit 
in which content of the plaint 
should also be available in the 
counter claim. 

In most cases, upon filing the 
defence in court and effecting 
service to the plaintiff with de-
fence which contains a coun-
ter claim, the plaintiff is also 
required to file a reply to the 
defence if he or she so wishes 
but upon obtaining leave of the 
court in case there is good rea-
son or ground to do the same. 

However, as regards to coun-
ter claim, the plaintiff is re-
quired to file defence to counter 
claim within 21 days. There is 
always room for the court to ex-
tend time to file defence in cir-
cumstances where there is good 

excuse for failure of filling the 
same within the statutory time 
of 21 days.

Also, in case there are vio-
lations of certain laws by the 
plaintiff which is seen or ob-
served in the plaint, then the 
law permits the defendant to 
plead or raise preliminary ob-
jection on the point of law in the 
written statement of defence. It 
should be pure point of law and 
not objection which can subject 
the court of law to abduction of 
the evidence to determine the 
same. 

As a matter of practice, a case 
cannot proceed to another 
stage until the said preliminary 
objection is determined. The 
relevance of the said objection if 
raised is that it should have the 
effect of terminating the pend-
ing proceedings such as issue 
the of jurisdiction or time limi-
tation. 

Once the entire process of 
pleadings is done, including de-
termination of the preliminary 
objection (in case they have 
been raised), then the next step 
is discovery stage. We shall deal 
with this and others in the next 
article. 

Note: the material and infor-
mation contained in this article 
are for general information pur-
poses only. They only provide 
either elementary or basic legal 
knowledge on the above sub-
ject. Anyone considering legal 
action should consult an expe-
rienced lawyer to understand 
current laws and how they may 
affect a case in question.  

You can send questions or 
comments to our email info@
legisattorneys.co.tz or postal ad-
dress Managing Partner, Legis 
Attorneys, P. O. Box 3750, DSM. 
You can visit our website www.
legisattorneys.co.tz     

 aim at making a teacher rest 
but rather toil more for better 
results. 

President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan 
addresses Africa 
Food Systems 
Forum in Dar 
es Salaam on 
Thursday last 
week. Tanzania’s 
Building Better 
Tomorrow Youth 
Initiative for 
Agribusiness 
(BBT-YIA) 
secured 500 
million US dollars 
(about 1.25tri/-) 
in funding during 
the meeting. File 
photo 

terprises,” the President said.
The Head of State added that this is not 

business as usual whenever agriculture is 
mentioned in the country but a new ap-
proach that involves application of tech-
nology, especially mechanization and 
agro-processing hence value addition 
and more income for the young farmers. 

Because BBT-YIA’s main goal is to en-
hance the engagement of youth in the 
agriculture sector for sustainable and 
improved livelihoods with strategic ob-
jectives of inspiring, empowering and en-
gaging youth in agribusiness, it stood out 
as a single programme that attracted the 

largest amount in funding commitment.
The President told the meeting that 

youth can be a center for food systems 
transformation in Tanzania by the genu-
ine support and commitment of both 
public and private sector but adding that 
contribution of development partners is 
crucial for the success of the unique ini-
tiative.

BBT-YIA is billed as a tool for contribut-
ing to the attainment of the Agenda 10/30 
that envisage increasing the youth em-
ployment by one million and obtaining 
the growth rate of the agriculture sector 
by 10 percent by 2030.

In a course of eight years, it intends to 
achieve 12,000 profitable enterprises in 
12,000 villages across the country. How-
ever, the government has made it clear 
that this can be only possible through 
partnerships among the Ministryof Ag-
riculture, private sector, development 
partners, Tanzania Youth in Agriculture 
Association and like-minded non-govern-
ment organizations.

It is strongly believed that implemen-
tation of BBT-YIA is one of the reasons 
Tanzania was selected to host the 2023 
forum. The 2022 forum took place in Ki-
gali, Rwanda. 

At the end of 2022, the AGRF was re-
branded as the Africa Food Systems Fo-
rum in alignment with its partnership’s 
vision for comprehensive food system 
transformation. The forum’s focus now 
extends beyond the annual summit to 
promote discussion and action on pivotal 
decisions on food systems and food secu-
rity year round.

Originally known as the African Green 
Revolution Conference, the Africa Food 
Systems Forum has undergone signifi-
cant evolution since its establishment in 
2006.

instituted in the land courts which are 
established through Land Acts, where 
matters should be commenced either at 
Land and Housing Tribunal or the High 
Court of Tanzania depending of the val-
ue of the subject of dispute. 

Further, there are commercial disputes 
which the law requires should be re-
ferred to the Resident Magistrate’s Court 
if its value does not exceed 70,000,000/-.  
Above that the same should be referred 
directly to the High Court of Tanzania. 

Many people including some of the 
lawyers happen to misinterpret Section 

40(3) of the Magistrate Court Act in the 
sense that any commercial dispute above 
70,000,000 must be filed at the High 
Court of Tanzania. 

It is not necessary for the same to be 
filed at the commercial division of the 
High Court as many people think. Rath-
er, the same should be filed at the High 
Court of Tanzania. This confusion was 
also settled through the Order 4 Rule 4 
of the Civil Procedure Code which states 
very clearly that it is not necessary for 
the commercial dispute to be filed at the 
commercial division of the High Court of 



 JOHANNESBURG

Trading densities at 
South African shopping 
centres continued to con-
tract in the first half of 
2023.

This is according to the 
Clur Shopping Centre 
Index, which tracks the 
performance of listed and 
unlisted property funds at 
South Africa and Namibia 
centres. Belinda Clur, 
managing director of Clur 
International, said that the 
continued fall-off was ex-
pected as consumers have 
been constrained by the 
harsh economic climate 
and GDP growth is pre-
dicted to be muted for the 
rest of the year.

“This market position 
requires an acute strategy 
to capitalise on a power-
ful combination of under-
traded opportunities and 
over-traded cautionaries 
amid bustling leasing ac-
tivity and increased risk 
appetite,” Clur said.

The Clur Index for all 
centres in Q2 2023 saw an 
annualised trading den-

sity of R39,879/sqm, mark-
ing a growth rate of 8.4 
percent compared to June 
2022.

However, it was down 
3.4 percent on the growth 
figure from Q4 2022 and 
down 1.7 percent from Q1 
2023. That said, it did beat 
the 5.4 percent headline 
inflation figure for June.

Larger malls had the 
largest trading density lev-
els, recording a 9 percent 
rise year-on-year over the 
June 2022 figure, however, 
there was a 2.1 percent de-
cline from March 2023.

Super regional cen-
tres saw an 11.5 percent 
year-on-year growth on 
the June 2022 figure to 
R47,327/sqm – the best-
performing segment.

Smaller centres still 
show strong resilience de-
spite the difficult trading 
environment, as the annu-
alised trading density for 
Q2 2023 stood at R35,282/
sqm, representing 7% 
growth but only 0.8% low-
er than both Q4 2022 and 
Q1 2023.

Clur said that the signs 
of the overall fall-off start-

ed to appear in September 
2022 when load shedding 
intensified.

 “The retail property 
market is now finding a 
more natural position. As 
people have returned to 
a more interactive world, 
recent years have seen a 
swing from a Covid sur-
vival tenant mix to a post-
Covid curated lifestyle 
mix,” Clur said.

“This is now evolving 
into a bolder balanced 
mix, containing clear ele-
ments of experimentation 
and depth of texture as 

the market responds to a 
more settled consumer. “

“Key trends emerging 
from this leasing activity 
are a greater appetite for 
risk, which we have seen 
building over the year, as 
well as asset management 
preparations in the lead 
up to Black Friday and fes-
tive season trading, and an 
increase in new concept 
local and international 
brand entries.”

The dominant catego-
ries across the index, ac-
counting for three-quar-
ters of new leased space, 
are apparel, grocery/
supermarket, speciality, 
homeware, furniture and 
interior, and food service.

Apparel is leading the 
way with 28 percent, with 
shoes having the largest 
footprint and taking up 5 
percet of space.

“From a consumer per-
spective, trendy train-
ers and elegant flat op-
tions are favoured– a shift 
caused by the Covid-cas-
ual-comfy athleisure ap-
proach to clothing,” Clur 
said.

 By Guardian Reporter

The feasibility study and compre-
hensive master plan report on the 
Bagamoyo Special Economic Zone 
has unveiled that at least 11tri/- 
investment is needed for the imple-

mentation of the project.
Of the total amount, the government 

said it will inject 1.6tri/- for laying down 
fundamental infrastructures in the 
project area including roads, water and 
electricity.

This was unveiled on Wednesday 
this week in Bagamoyo, Coast Region 
after the Minister of the State in the 
President’s Office (Planning and Invest-
ment) Prof Kitila Mkumbo led a team 
of officials from Export Processing 
Zones Authority (EPZA), Tanzania In-
vestment Centre (TIC), Tanzania Ports 
Authority (TPA) and others from vari-
ous ministries to receive the feasibility 
study and comprehensive master plan 
report of the Bagamoyo SEZ done by 
consultants from Ardhi University.

Prof Mkumbo said the revival of the 
Bagamoyo SEZ project follows the fun-
damental decision made by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan to revive and 
pursue the project after it stacked for 

over a decade.
“Basing on the report, we speak of 

the investment worth 11tri/- for the im-
plementation of the Bagamoyo SEZ,” 
he said noting that over 200 industries 
are expected to be established in the 
Bagamoyo SEZ.

The Bagamoyo SEZ project will con-
stitute of 19 areas including industrial, 
trade and services. For example there 
will be areas for the construction of in-
dustries and free trade as well as logis-
tics and port.

The Bagamoyo SEZ was supposed 
the second special economic zones 
after the Benjamin William Mkapa 
Special Economic Zones established 
in 2006 after the government bold 
move to have special economic zones 
in 2004.

However, the Bagamoyo SEZ project 
remained stacked since 2010.

“Thus President Samia Suluhu Has-
san has made fundamental decision 
that the implementation of the Baga-

moyo SEZ should continue and this is 
why we have come to receive this re-

port,” said Prof Mkumbo.
The area is 9800 hectares of which 

5473 hectares have been surveyed and 
2422 hectares already compensated 
and 3320 hectares yet to be compen-
sated.   

He said after this, the next step is for 
the government to continue paying 
compensation to 3,322 people of about 
75bn/- as of June this year.

He apart from the compensation 
exercise, other activities will continue 
to be implemented in the project area 
including laying down fundamental 
infrastructures like roads, electricity, 
water and natural gas.

Also, through Export Processing 
Zones Authority and Tanzania Invest-
ment Centre, the government contin-
ues to attract strategic investors into 
the project area to grab the investment 
opportunities.

Speaking earlier, the EPZA Director 

General Mr Charles Itembe said the 
Bagamoyo SEZ project has been put in 
all the three government development 
plans 2010 to 2025.

Some of the benefits of the project 
are namely contribution to the eco-
nomic growth, technological develop-
ment as well as skills and employment, 
increase of marine businesses thus 
supporting port business.

Also, the local companies will benefit 
directly and indirectly from the project 
as well as boosting foreign exchange 
earnings into the country.

On his part, the Coast Region Region-
al Commissioner Abubakar Kunenge 
said the people in the project area were 
closely involved and they are providing 
fully support for its implementation.

“As a region, we have assured the 
government that the project will be 
implemented smoothly to ensure its 
impacts benefit the economy and the 
people,” he said.

Through the project, he said govern-
ment revenue will increase as well as 
more jobs created for the youth in the 
region and elsewhere in the country.

The Bagamoyo SEZ project involves 
construction of a modern port, a SEZ 
and supporting infrastructure.
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UN new plan promises 
massive emission cuts 
in construction sector 
 Nairobi

Rapid urbanisation worldwide 
means every five days, the world 
adds buildings equivalent to the 
size of Paris, with the built envi-
ronment sector already responsi-
ble for 37 per cent of global emis-
sions. 

A report published yesterday by 
the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and the Yale Center for 
Ecosystems + Architecture (Yale 
CEA), under the Global Alliance 
for Buildings and Construction 
(GlobalABC), offers solutions to 
decarbonize the buildings and 
construction sector and reduce 
the waste it generates.

The report, Building materials 
and the climate: Constructing a 
new future, offers policy mak-
ers, manufacturers, architects, 

developers, engineers, builders 
and recyclers a three-pronged so-
lution to reduce “embodied car-
bon” emissions and the negative 
impacts on natural ecosystems 
from the production and deploy-
ment of building materials (e.g., 
cement, steel, aluminium, timber, 
biomass):

The solutions include avoid 
waste through a circular ap-
proach, shift to ethically and 
sustainably sourced renewable 
bio-based building materials, 
including timber, bamboo, and 
biomass as well as improve decar-
bonisation of conventional mate-
rials that cannot be replaced,

The three-pronged Avoid-Shift-
Improve solution needs to be 
adopted throughout the building 
process to ensure emissions are 
slashed and human health and bi-

BAGAMOYO SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE REQUIRES 

odiverse ecosystems are protected. 
The solution also requires, in its 

implementation, sensitivity to local 
cultures and climates, including the 
common perception of concrete and 
steel as modern materials of choice.

“Until recently, most buildings 
were constructed using locally 
sourced earth, stone, timber, and 
bamboo. Yet modern materials such 
as concrete and steel often give only 
the illusion of durability, usually 
ending up in landfills and contrib-
uting to the growing climate crisis,” 
said Sheila Aggarwal-Khan, Director 
of UNEP’s Industry and Economy Di-
vision.

“Net zero in the building and con-
struction sector is achievable by 

2050, as long as governments put in 
place the right policy, incentives and 
regulation to bring a shift the indus-
try action,” she added.

To date, most climate action in the 
building sector has been dedicated 
to effectively reducing “operational 
carbon” emissions, which encom-
pass heating, cooling, and lighting. 
Thanks to the growing worldwide 
decarbonisation of the electrical 
grid and the use renewable energies, 
these are set to decrease from 75 per 
cent to 50 per cent of the sector in 
coming decades.

Since buildings contain materi-
als produced in disparate regions 
across the globe, reducing “embod-
ied carbon” emissions from produc-

tion and deployment of building 
materials requires decisionmakers 
to adopt a whole life-cycle approach. 
This involves harmonized measures 
across multiple sectors and at each 
stage of the building lifecycle – from 
extraction to processing, installa-
tion, use, and demolition.

Government regulation and en-
forcement is also required across 
all phases of the building life cycle – 
from extraction through end-of-use 
– to ensure transparency in label-
ling, effective international building 
codes, and certification schemes. 
Investments in research and devel-
opment of nascent technologies, as 
well as training of stakeholders in 
the sectors, are needed, along with 

Prof Kitila Mkumbo, Minister of the State in the President’s Office (Planning and 
Investment) 

Tough times for shopping malls in South Africa

11TRN/- INVESTMENT, SAYS REPORT

Modern house built using timber

incentives for cooperative ownership 
models between producers, builders, 
owners, and occupants to the shift to 
circular economies.

“The decarbonisation of the buildings 
and construction sector is essential for 
the achievement of the goal of limiting 
global warming to 1.5°C. By providing 
cutting-edge scientific insights as well 
as very practical recommendations to 
reduce embodied carbon, the study 
”Building materials and the climate: 
Constructing a new future” advances 
our joint mission to decarbonise the 
sector holistically and increase its resil-
ience”, said Dr. Vera Rodenhoff, Deputy 
Director General for International Cli-
mate Action and International Energy 
Transition of the German Federal Min-
istry for Economic Affairs and Climate 
Action (BMWK), which together with 
the German Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) has funded the study.

Case studies from Canada, Finland, 
Ghana, Guatemala, India, Peru, and 
Senegal, demonstrate how decar-
bonisation takes places using “Avoid-
Shift-Improve” strategies: developed 
economies can devote resources to 
renovating existing ageing buildings, 
while emerging ones can leapfrog 
carbon-intensive building methods to 
alternative low-carbon building mate-
rials.
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 By Guardian Correspondent Peter 

Nyanje

A parent who has a bad-
mannered child who also 
does not perform well 
in his studies and life in 
general will do every-

thing within his power to rectify the 
child. Sometimes, the efforts will 
work out quickly and the parent will 
enjoy the fruits of his work through 
the changed child. 

He will do so out of parental 
love but there are times when 
everything a parent does 
to change the child dos not 
work. Surely, it reaches a point 
where the parent will give up 
and leave everything to God.

This is a tory behind what is 
now known as NIC Insurance, 
formerly National Insurance 
Company (NIC), which the gov-
ernment continued to care for 
owing to poor performance. It 
reached a point where the gov-
ernment lost hope in the firm 
and decided that enough was 
enough with this poorly per-
forming entity and included it 
among firms which it intended 
to dispose through privatisa-
tion.

This weas meant to relieve 
the government with a burden 
of subsidising loss-making en-
tities.

For one and another rea-
son the privatisation did not 
take place and NIC continued 
to limp ahead. At one time 
the government realised that 
though it was performing 
poorly, there is possibility of 
turning around NIC because 
circumstances had changed.

Therefore, since 2018 the 
government ‘re-equipped’ 
NIC, including giving it new 
leadership which, five years 
down the line has proved that 
the government did not make 
a mistake when it decided to 
give NIC a second lease of life.

What happened?
NIC Insurance Executive Di-

rector, Dr. Elirehema Doriye 
said change of culture was the 
main force behind the firm 
turn-around from hopeless 
entity to becoming a leading 
insurer in the country. 

“It is historical fact that prior 
to 2018 NIC was performing 
poorly but that is history. But 
for one thing this left the cor-
poration with heft debts in 
form of claims from clients. 
But after verification it was 
realised that some of these 
claims were fake,” he said 
when briefing reporters on the 
NIC journey during a meeting 
with journalists organised by 
the Office of the Treasury Reg-
istrar.

He said the government re-
alised that in order to give NIC 
fresh air total reforms was the 
correct path and that is when 
he was appointed to steer 
limping NIC.

He said the new manage-
ment started with the basics 
by ensuring that the company 
gets committed leadership 
which was the key in introduc-
ing a culture withing the em-
ployees.

“We succeeded in that first 
step by ensuring that we have 
competent, hard-working 
and innovative people and it 
helped a lot in implementing 
other forms of reforms,” he 
said noting that the compe-
tent staff helped the company 
to come up with a strong five 
years strategic plan which 
they are implementing now. 

Dr Doriye noted that then 
came investment in informa-
tion technology systems as a 
way of bringing the company 
to the realities of today world 
and this has helped a lot in not 
only connecting it to the cli-
ents but staying ahead of com-
petition.

“One might think that our 
investment in technology is 
wastage of time because many 
Tanzanians are not technol-
ogy savvies. Our aim here is to 
make sure that we put in place 

all that a client might need, 
be it now or in the future. We 
don’t want a scenario where 
clients demand something 
which we do not have. So, we 
decided to make preparations 
to give Tanzanians which they 
will need in the future,” he 
clarifies.

Dr Doriye noted that all 
these changes helped to create 
a new culture within the firm 
and as a result only four years 
down the line NIC Insurance 
has made great strides such 
that now it is not only making 
profits and pay handsome divi-
dends to its shareholder, but it 
is the leading insurance com-
pany in the country.

Making profit
As a result of reforms, Dr 

Doriye noted NIC Insurance 
managed to jump from a 
loss-making company after 

increasing its income from 
Sh76.45 billion in 2019/20 to 
Sh103.94 billion in 2021/22. A 
17.98 increase annually.

“Financial controls on ex-
penditure and managing loss-
es has increased efficiency 
enabling us to pay our clients 
timely. We have now set a limit 
of seven days since a client fills 
claims to when he is paid,” he 
said.

Dr Doriye noted that in the 
last three years up to June last 
year they have paid claims to-
talling Sh33.79 billion in life in-
surance and Sh40.18 in general 
insurance claims.

He said NIC Insurance has 
also paid taxes to the govern-
ment from the profit they are 
making. He noted that taxes 
paid to the government have 
also increased. He noted for 
instance that in 2019/20 they 
paid Sh11.86 billion and in 

2020/21 the amount increased 
to Sh15.14 billion equivalent to 
13.8 percent increase.

“Profit before tax we are 
making has also increased 
from Sh33.65 billion in 2019/20 
to Sh63.21 billion in 2021/22, 
equals to 43.91 percent in-
crease,” he said.

As a result of the impres-
sive performance, NIC Insur-
ance managed to increase 
value of its property by 10.51 
percent between 2019/20 and 
2022 from Sh350.36 billion to 
Sh423.99 billion. 

Company capitalisation has 
also gone up to Sh217.07 bil-
lion in 2020/21 from Sh72.16 
billion recorded in 2019/20, 
equivalent to 100.40 percent 
increase.

This performance also has 
helped the firms to up its in-
vestment portfolio, especially 
on government bonds which 

in 2021/22 reached Sh105.64 
billion compared to Sh51.58 
billion recorded in 2019/20. 
Investment in banks depos-
its reached Sh32.23 billion in 
2021/22 from Sh19.53 billion in 
2019/20.

This impressive perfor-
mance enabled NIC Insurance 
to pay its shareholder, the gov-
ernment, Sh2 billion dividends 
in 2022 while a year earlier it 
paid Sh1.5 billion dividends.

Regulator testimony
NIC Insurance good show 

saw its market share jump to 
16 percent with the second 
best insurance company man-
aging about 10 percent market 
share.

This is also testified by the 
Tanzania Insurance Regula-
tory Authority (TIRA), which 
in Insurance Market Perfor-
mance Report covering be-

tween 2019 and 2021 lists NIC 
Insurance as a leading firm 
among six companies which 
offer life insurance services in 
the country.

TIRA report shows that in 
this category, NIC Life capitali-
sation has reached 144.32bn/- 
with assets worth 190.35bn/-. 
It is followed by Sanlam House 
with 101.5bn/- capitalisation 
and assets worth 107.9 bn/-
.. Distant third is Jubilee Life 
whose capitalisation stands at 
27.68 bn/- and holding assets 
worth 30.78 bn/-.

TIRA also notes in the report 
that NIC Life also leads in in-
vestment income at Sh7.9 bil-
lion followed by Sanlam Life 
at Sh5.6 billion and Jubilee Life 
stands at third place with in-
come of 2.2bn/-.

Future plans
Dr Doriye said in order to 

maintain their position, NIC In-
surance aspires to stay ahead 
of the game by increasing in-
novation which will enable it 
come up with new relevant 
products to suit the market.

He noted for instance that 
the company was mulling of 
introducing a product which 
will specifically carter for 
needs of journalists.

“We are going to meet with 
you and discuss what spe-
cific product will be good for 
journalists and that is just a 
beginning. We are building a 
company which will be able 
to answer to the needs of the 
community,” he said.

Dr Doriye noted also that 
NIC Insurance is capable of de-
vising any type of product to 
suit needs of insurance clients 
in the country.

“As a matter of fact, we want 
to be ahead of the client by 
innovating and developing a 
range of insurance products 
and release them when de-
mands from the public grows,” 
he said.

NEW CULTURE EMBRACES NIC CORPORATE PERFORMANCE

 BEIJING

A flagship Beijing lending pro-
gramme to revive the country’s debt-
stricken property market has done 
barely any business almost a year after 
its launch, officials said, highlighting 
the difficulty for policymakers seek-
ing to boost confidence in the world’s 
second-largest economy.

The People’s Bank of China in No-
vember announced a Rmb200bn 
($27bn) facility to provide interest-free 
loans to six state-owned commercial 
banks to finance thousands of stalled 
property projects across the country.

But almost a year after the pro-
gramme was launched, less than 1 per 
cent of the funds have been disbursed 
to banks, which were supposed to 
match the PBoC loans with their own 
lending but have been unwilling to is-
sue further debt to the ailing sector, 
according to former PBoC and current 
banking officials familiar with the situ-
ation.

“For Chinese banks, the downside 
of lending to distressed property pro-
jects far outweighs the upside,” said 
Larry Hu, chief China economist at 
Macquarie.

The failure of the central bank’s sig-
nature initiative to resolve the prob-
lem of unfinished homes illustrates the 
complexity of trying to design meas-
ures to revive China’s property sector, 
which accounts for more than a quar-
ter of the country’s economic activity.

Plunging sales and mounting liabili-
ties have forced many cash-strapped 
developers to suspend construction, 
leaving housing projects in limbo. Elm-
lead, a Shanghai-based real estate in-
formation provider, estimated that al-
most 2,000 projects nationwide worth 
a combined Rmb6tn had been sus-
pended at the beginning of this year 
by developers that defaulted on bond 
payments.

Tens of thousands of frustrated 
homebuyers, who often begin pay-
ing mortgages before properties are 

Chinese banks shun Beijing’s 
flagship property bailout fund
completed, have launched boycotts, while 
construction delays have deterred new buyers 
from entering the market.

Economists said boosting the sector was crit-
ical to putting a floor under weak consumer de-
mand in the economy, which has also been hit 
by a plunge in exports and flagging industrial 
production.

China’s State Council, the cabinet, in July 

highlighted “ensuring the delivery of [unfin-
ished] apartments” as a policy priority. Chen 
Chuandong, director of the Hefei Housing Bu-
reau in China’s eastern Anhui province, said 
in a speech this year that completing stalled 
apartments was a “political task” that develop-
ers and banks should treat as a “top priority”.

Policymakers have unveiled a series of meas-
ures, led by the PBoC-backed bailout fund and 

low-interest loans from policy banks, targeted 
at restarting construction, while large cities 
have cut minimum mortgage rates and down-
payments to spur demand.

The central bank, which launched the bailout 
fund in November, initially planned to charge 
commercial banks 1.75 per cent interest before 
later cutting rates to zero to incentivise their 
participation.

But state-owned banks — which must 
lend double the amount of the central 
bank’s contribution to qualify for the 
funds — have not taken it up. Official 
data showed the value of outstanding 
loans issued through the Rmb200bn 
scheme was just Rmb500mn in June. 
Two people close to the central bank 
said the figure had not changed signifi-
cantly since then.

One significant hurdle has been find-
ing suitable recipients for the funds. 
Many developers could struggle to gen-
erate cash from unfinished projects to 
repay loans as their properties are pre-
sold or have already been pledged to 
existing creditors.

“This [bailout fund] project is set to 
fail due to a lack of sources of debt re-
payment,” said an official at China De-
velopment Bank.

China Construction Bank, the coun-
try’s largest mortgage lender, has 
worked closely with CDB to provide 
property rescue loans. It became the 
first lender in eastern Shandong prov-
ince to tap the fund in June, issuing an 
Rmb100mn matched loan in a region 
with more than 300 delayed residen-
tial projects. An official at CCB’s Shan-
dong branch said no other bank had 
shown interest because of the risks.

“Qualified projects are very difficult 
to come by,” said the official.

In a report published last month, the 
PBoC said the fund would continue 
operating through May, adding that it 
would “encourage and guide” finan-
cial institutions to provide funding for 
stalled projects.

But analysts expressed scepticism 
about its prospects.

The PBoC “wanted to show that they 
had done their best even though the 
program wouldn’t work in practice”, 
said a former official with the central 
bank.

The PBoC, China Development Bank 
and China Construction Bank did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment.
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Hasina Andriatsitohaina (L), Founder and CEO of Madagasca’s Mad’Arom with 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan

CONSTRUCTION

 By Guardian Correspond-

ent

Two visionary agri-
preneurs clinched top 
honours in the fifth 
annual GoGettaz Agri-
preneur Prize Compe-
tition Finals held at the 
Africa Food Systems 
Forum Summit 2023. 

During an excit-
ing Youth Town Hall 
event chaired by Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu 
Hassan of Tanzania, 
Generation Africa 
awarded two grand 
prizes of $50,000 to 
Hasina Andriatsitohai-
na, Founder and CEO 
of Mad’Arom in Mada-
gascar, and Mr Ikenna 

Nzewi, co-Founder 
and CEO of Releaf Af-
rica in Nigeria.

During her address, 
Dr. Suluhu empha-
sized the importance 
of involving the youth 
in Africa’s Food Sys-
tems transformation. 
“As youth form a large 
segment of the African 
population, they have 
to raise their voice 
in matters that affect 
their lives. Our gather-
ing here at the (AGRF) 
Youth Townhall, gives 
us an exclusive oppor-
tunity to listen to them 
(the youth). It is very 
important to hear, 
their concerns, chal-
lenges and hopes so as 
to enrich our discus-

sion as we are chart-
ing the way to improve 
agribusiness for the 
young population.”

Also, four African 
youth were awarded 
the GoGettaz Impact 
Award announced at 
the closing Youth In-
novation Awards Cel-
ebration the following 
day. 

Each Impact Award 
winner received a 
US$2,500 prize. Rec-
ognising the extraor-
dinary contributions 
of all twelve GoGettaz 
young entrepreneurs 
who travelled to Tan-
zania to compete in 
the live pitch contest 
from across the conti-
nent, Generation Afri-

 By Guardian Reporter

FINANCIAL technology 
start-up Ramani has attained 
remarkable success after 
onboarding over 100 micro-
distribution centres across 
Tanzania and disbursing over 
$100million (250.5bn/-) in 
loans.

Founded in 2019, Ramani is 
focused on fixing fragmented 
consumer goods supply chains 
that traditionally suffer from 
lack of data visibility and are 
burdened by limited access to 
financial services.

Addressing journalists in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday, Ramani 
CEO and Co-founder Iain Usiri 
said that success has been at-
tained in the two and a half 
years to July this year and that 
he hopes to increase efficiency 
by providing services in mod-
ern ways with a high level of 
professionalism.

 “What we have done is build 
software that micro-distribu-
tion centres can use to manage 
their operations. This means a 
distributor can keep track of 
where their salespeople are 
going, who they are selling 
to, how much they are sell-
ing, how much inventory you 
still have in your warehouse, 
and much more. The app then 
helps you track all that data in 
real time,” said Usiri.

He said the tremendous 
growth is a testament to the 
operational excellence of Ram-
ani’s model, fulfilling a signifi-
cant demand in the market for 
both technological solutions 
and flexible financing.

 “With the strong backing of 
Y-Combinator and a foothold 
in the Tanzanian market, Ram-
ani’s future looks promising. 
The impact of Ramani extends 
beyond the confines of the 
fast-moving consumer goods 
(FMCG) sector. It offers a blue-
print for how thoughtful tech-
nology integration and inven-
tive financing can dismantle 
traditional barriers to growth 
and unlock potential across 
various industries,” he said.

 He said as they continue to 
expand and refine their offer-
ings, they promise to remain 
at the forefront of the digital 
revolution, catalyzing a new 
era of growth and opportunity 
for Tanzanian entrepreneurs 
and beyond.

 “In a world where technol-
ogy is increasingly becoming 
the great equalizer, Ramani 
stands out as a beacon of inno-
vation, proving that with the 

right tools and vision, even the 
most traditional markets can 
be transformed. Our success 
serves as an inspiring exam-
ple of how technological in-
novation can drive economic 
growth and empower local 
businesses in emerging mar-
kets,” he said.

He explained that in the 
bustling markets of Tanzania, 
a technological revolution is 
taking shape, transforming the 
way FMCG resellers operate.

 “Ramani, a Y-Combinator-
backed start-up and Series A, 
is leading this charge with a 
unique blend of software solu-
tions and inventory financing 
that is rapidly reshaping the 
FMCG landscape.”

Founded with the aim of 
automating and digitizing the 
fragmented operations of the 
FMCG sector, Ramani provides 
resellers with proprietary fi-
nancial technology software 
to streamline their operations. 
Their integrated platform cov-
ers every aspect of the busi-
ness, from procurement to 
warehousing and point-of-sale 
(POS) services, ensuring a 
smooth and efficient workflow.

 This innovative solution of-
fers an unprecedented level of 
control and visibility into the 
day-to-day activities of resell-
ers, allowing them to make 
informed decisions and opti-
mize their strategies.

 “One of Ramani’s standout 
features is the provision of in-
ventory financing. By financing 
inventory purchases on behalf 
of resellers, Ramani enables 
businesses to bypass tradition-
al financial barriers and focus 
on what they do best: sales and 
growth,” he said.

 Resellers are able to pur-
chase unlimited inventory 
through Ramani’s inventory 
financing system, a feature 
that liberates them from the 
financial constraints that typi-
cally hamper growth in the 
industry. This fresh approach 
to funding has led to a seismic 
shift in market dynamics, ena-
bling small and medium-sized 
businesses to compete on an 
even playing field with larger 
corporations.

 JOHANNESBURG

The negative impact on the South 
African economy caused by sub-
stituting local cement production 
with imported cement was high-
lighted in a report released by 

cement manufacturer PPC in conjunction 
with the Centre for African Management 
and Markets (CAMM) at the Gordon 
Institute of Business Science (GIBS), in 
Johannesburg, on September 13.

The report, titled ‘The socioeco-
nomic impact of substituting local 
cement production with cement 
imports’ was based on a report com-
missioned by PPC and independent-
ly conducted by CAMM.

The report provides an overview 
of PPC’s contribution to the South 
African economy and forecasts the 
potential social and economic im-
pacts of a significant displacement 
of local cement production in fa-
vour of imported cement.

“The report tangibly demon-
strates the serious and complex 
threats that cement imports pose to 
our industry, society, and country’s 
development,” PPC South Africa and 

Botswana MD Njombo Lekula said, 
noting that the report was aimed at 
consolidating these dimensions into 
the impact analysis.

Based on the scenario modelled in 
the report, some of the more sober-
ing estimations on the impact across 
the entire PPC value chain include 

more than 2 200 jobs potentially be-
ing at risk, primarily across margin-
alised communities.

In addition, the report shows a 

potential R2.6-billion-a-year loss 
in economic value in an already-
strained economic environment.

The report shows that PPC was 
a major economic contributor in 
South Africa, with the business’ op-
erations adding about R8.8-billion 
to the national gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) last year through its value 
chain – equivalent to 0.13 percent of 
the country’s total GDP.

Despite the subdued economic 
climate and infrastructure back-
log South Africa experiences, PPC’s 
purchased goods, services and capi-
tal equipment from local suppliers 
were valued at more than R4.7-bil-
lion.

PPC’s Western Cape-wide em-
ployment is estimated at 2 667 
jobs. Based on information from 
the government’s public works pro-
grammes, it is estimated that yearly 
public sector spending of R410-mil-
lion would be required to achieve 
the same employment contribution.

In this vein, while the findings of 
the report demonstrate the signifi-
cant economic and social contribu-
tion made by PPC to South Africa, 

the report also shows the material 
impacts and implications that follow 
from the displacement of domestic 
production by imported product.   

The report was launched as part 
of a panel discussion that unpacked 
the urgency of enabling policies for 
building a conducive, local produc-
tion environment.

Hosted by CAMM founding direc-
tor and GIBS economics lecturer Dr 
Adrian Saville, the panel of trade 
and industry experts included Le-
kula, CAMM research associate 
Francois Fouche, Cement and Con-
crete South Africa CEO Bryan Perrie, 
Business Unity South Africa CEO Cas 
Coovadia and Industry Insight CEO 
Elsie Snyman. 

The discussions highlighted the 
imperative to establish robust poli-
cies which are critical in levelling 
the playing field for local producers. 
Despite the intensifying challenges 
faced, numerous measures taken 
by the construction industry were 
noted as ways to ensure innovative, 
sustainable development that is re-
sponsive to evolving market dynam-
ics.

REPORT: IMPORTED CEMENT DESTABILISES SA’S ECONOMY

Generation Africa gives $116,000 to winners 
of GoGettaz  Agripreneur prize competition 

Ramani revolutionising 
the FMCG sector in TZ 

CAMM founding director and GIBS economics lecturer Dr Adrian Saville, Business Unity South Africa CEO Cas Coovadia, Industry 
Insight CEO Elsie Snyman, PPC South Africa and Botswana MD Njombo Lekula, CAMM research associate Francois Fouche, and 
Cement and Concrete South Africa CEO Bryan Perrie

Barrick to double copper output by decade-end
 LUSAKA

Global mining com-
pany Barrick plans to 
double its copper output 
by the end of the decade 
and continue to increase 
its production of the 
metal to an estimated 
one-billion pounds, or 
450 000 t/y, by 2031, 
says president and CEO 
Mark Bristow.

The substantial growth 
in copper production 
combined with the out-
put from Barrick’s gold 
portfolio is expected to 
increase the group’s at-
tributable production 
by some 30percent to 
6.8-million gold-equiva-
lent ounces by 2031.

 “The value of these 
projects, and in particu-
lar of our substantial and 
growing copper busi-
ness, is currently under-
estimated by the market. 

If it was properly appre-
ciated, Barrick would be 
commanding a premium 
to our peers,” he com-
ments.

Reko Diq, in Pakistan, 
is positioned to rank as 
one the world’s top ten 
copper mines when it 
reaches full production 
and the prefeasibility 
study on the Lumwana 
Super Pit expansion, in 
Zambia, is projected to 
deliver a potential of 240 
000 t/y of copper pro-
duction from a 50-mil-
lion-tonne process plant 
expansion over a 36-year 
life-of-mine. The accel-
erated Lumwana work 
programme is now tar-
geting to complete a full 
feasibility study by the 
end of next year, which 
brings forward expected 
production from the Su-
per Pit to 2028.

The Reko Diq project 

also remains on track to 
deliver an updated feasi-
bility study by the end of 
2024. Together, the Reko 
Diq and Lumwana Su-
per Pit feasibility studies 
will underpin potential 
reserve updates and the 
transition to construc-
tion.

“Within our gold 
growth portfolio, the 
wholly-owned Fourmile 
project [in Nevada] is a 
best-in-class develop-
ment project located in 
the world’s most pro-
lific gold district adja-
cent to existing infra-

structure, with ongoing 
drilling demonstrating 
significant potential to 
increase in grade and 
size. Accordingly, we are 
assessing options for in-
dependent exploration 
decline access in sup-
port of a prefeasibility 
study, which would later 
be re-utilised for devel-
opment and production 
complementing the cur-
rent Goldrush develop-
ment. The results of our 
preliminary economic 
assessment indicate that 
this could support a po-
tential production pro-
file of 300 000 to 400 
000 ounces per annum, 
over and above the exist-
ing Cortez profile of 950 
000 to 1.2-million ounc-
es per year (100 percent 
basis) over 10 years,” 
says mineral resource 
management and evalu-
ation executive Simon 

Bottoms.
Bristow says Nevada 

Gold Mines, the world’s 
biggest gold mining 
complex, is expected 
to grow its yearly pro-
duction to 3.7-million 
ounces towards the end 
of the decade, driven by 
three tier-one assets and 
near-mine exploration 
pointed to the exten-
sion of that horizon to 15 
years and beyond. 

In the Carlin district, 
the current ten-year 
production profile is ex-
pected to be between 
1.4-million and 1.6-mil-
lion ounces a year (100 
percent basis). The com-
pany has identified a 
potential high-grade op-
portunity at Horsham on 
the north-east side of the 
known high-grade con-
trolling structures in the 
Leeville Complex and is 
expected to extend this 

profile well past the ten-
year window.

Similarly at Turquoise 
Ridge, the miner expects 
to build on the already 
significant reserves and 
resources base with 
multimillion-ounce po-
tential growth opportu-
nities at Cricket Corridor 
to the east, BBT Corridor 
to the south, and Getch-
ell Fault zone to the west. 
This will potentially fur-
ther add to the existing 
ten-year production pro-
file of 550 000 oz/y to 
700 000 oz/y.

 “The Africa and Mid-
dle East region, our most 
consistent production 
and reserve replace-
ment performer, now 
also presents us with the 
exciting growth oppor-
tunities as we leverage 
our partnership model 
in Tanzania and Saudi 
Arabia,” Bristow says

ca partner USAID donated 
a further US$1,000 to each 
of the remaining six final-
ists. 

All Gogettaz winners 
were lauded for their en-
trepreneurial vision, dili-
gent preparation, expertly 
crafted on-stage pitches, 
and the innovative new 
businesses they’ve each 
launched in Africa’s agri-
food sector.

“This year’s summit 
theme is ‘Recover, Regen-
erate, Act: Africa’s Solu-
tions to Food Systems 
Transformation.’ Far from 
being a distant hope, 
these GoGettaz have dem-
onstrated to everyone at 
the Summit that they are 
Africa’s solutions,” said 
Dr Agnes Kalibata, Presi-
dent of the Alliance for a 
Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA). “I hope the inves-
tors were paying attention 
because I can clearly see 
how some of these busi-
nesses have the potential 
to impact millions of lives 
across the continent in the 
next decade.” 

This year, the annual 
competition received 
completed applications 
from 43 African countries, 
with 9 countries repre-

sented in the Top 12 final-
ists. Application data also 
shows an increase in fe-
male applicants this year. 

Strive Masiyiwa, Chair 
Emeritus of AGRA and 
Generation Africa found-
ing member, expressed his 
admiration for the innova-
tive spirit of all the young 
entrepreneurs taking 
part at this year’s AGRF 
Summit: “Our continent’s 
young agripreneurs are a 
testament to Africa’s inno-
vative vision in action. I sa-
lute all our entrepreneurs, 
hailing from across Africa. 
The young men and wom-
en who competed in the 
live pitch competitions 
at the AGRF Summit this 
year are all winners for 
our continent, whether 
they received a prize on 
stage or not. We must con-
tinue to celebrate and sup-
port these amazing young 
people, most of whom 
designed innovative tech-
nology solutions to tackle 
both food system and en-
vironmental challenges 
while creating new busi-
nesses and jobs. Genera-
tion Africa’s agripreneurs 
are leading the transform-
ative change that needs to 
happen across Africa’s ag-

rifood sector.”
Generation Africa 

founding member Svein 
Tore Holsether, President 
and CEO of Yara Interna-
tional, emphasized the 
urgency of youth efforts 
in food systems transfor-
mation and the essential 
role of young entrepre-
neurs, stating, “In the face 
of mounting food security 
challenges, it is imperative 
to revolutionize our food 
systems. Young entrepre-
neurs are the torchbear-
ers of sustainable solu-
tions. We are proud to 
support their endeavours 
in reshaping the future of 
food.”

Amath Pathe Sene, Man-
aging Director of the Af-
rica Food Systems Forum, 
underscored the signifi-
cance of amplifying youth-
led businesses at the 
AGRF Summit, “We bring 
together policymakers 
and industry leaders, so 
conversations can evolve 
into actionable solutions. 
Youth-led businesses like 
these impressive GoGettaz 
finalists belong in the con-
versation because their in-
novative ideas are pivotal 
to shaping the future food 
system.”

What we have done 
is build software that 
micro-distribution 
centres can use to 
manage their ...
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WORLD
SEOUL

Kim Jong-un, the top leader of the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
had a historic meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Wednesday in the 
Russian Far East, the official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) reports yesterday. 

Kim, general secretary of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and president of the State 
Affairs of the DPRK, met with his Russian 
counterpart at the Vostochny spaceport in 
the Amur region, according to the KCNA 
report.

The two leaders had a one-on-one ses-
sion after an extended talk which also in-
volved senior officials from the two coun-

tries.
According to the KCNA, the extended talk 

addressed the issues of further consolidat-
ing the friendship, solidarity and coopera-
tive relations and boosting mutual trust by 
deepening the exchanges and cooperation 
in various fields including high-level visits 
between the two countries, and steadily ex-
panding the bilateral ties.

The two sides also had a wide-ranging 
and in-depth exchange of views on impor-
tant issues of mutual concern.

During the one-on-one meeting, Kim 
and Putin reached an agreement and con-
sensus on further strengthening strategic 
and tactical cooperation between the two 
countries and extending strong support to 

Kim, Putin hold talks

WASHINGTON 

A US judge on Wednesday ruled 
against a program offering depor-
tation relief and work permits to 
immigrants brought to the coun-
try illegally as children, known as 
“Dreamers,” despite an attempt by 
President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion to bolster the program’s stand-
ing with a new regulation.

The decision by Texas-based US 
District Court Judge Andrew Hanen 
deals a fresh setback to the pro-
gram, called Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and its 
579,000 enrollees and other immi-
grants who might have hoped to be 
approved.

Hanen, a Republican-appointed 
judge, found that a regulation issued 
last year by Biden’s administration 
did not remedy legal deficiencies 
that led him to find DACA unlawful 
in 2021 and block any expansion 
of the program, which has been in 
place for more than a decade. 

The US Department of Homeland 

Security can continue to renew the 
status of those enrolled in DACA 
prior to Hanen’s 2021 ruling, he said. 
Many DACA recipients speak Eng-
lish and have jobs, homes, and fami-
lies in the United States.

Hanen wrote that the order did 
not require US immigration authori-
ties “to take any immigration, depor-
tation, or criminal action against any 
DACA recipient, applicant, or any 
other individual that would otherwise 
not be taken.”

The ruling, which came in response 
to a lawsuit brought by Texas and oth-
er states, is expected to be appealed.

“As we have long maintained, we 
disagree with the District Court’s con-
clusion that DACA is unlawful, and will 
continue to defend this critical policy 
from legal challenges,” White House 
spokeswoman Karine Jean-Pierre said 
in a written statement released on 
Wednesday night. “While we do so, 
consistent with the court’s order, DHS 
will continue to process renewals for 
current DACA recipients and DHS may 
continue to accept DACA applications.”

“The ruling preserves the stay, 
which means current DACA recipients 
will not lose their protection from re-
moval,” Alejandro Mayorkas, secretary 
of the US Department of Homeland 
Security, said in a separate statement. 
“But this ruling does undermine the 

security and stability of more than half 
a million Dreamers who have contrib-
uted to our communities.”

The office of Texas Republican 
Governor Greg Abbott did not im-
mediately respond to a request for 
comment.

Thomas Saenz, president of the 
Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund (MALDEF), 
which represents DACA recipients 
siding with the Biden administra-
tion in the litigation, called Hanen’s 
ruling “more of the same flawed 
analysis.”

Biden, a Democrat who is seeking 
re-election in 2024, has made it a 
priority to defend DACA, which was 
created in 2012 under former Presi-
dent Barack Obama when Biden 
was vice president. Texas and eight 
other states with Republican attor-
neys general argued that the pro-
gram violates federal regulatory law 
and saddles them with education, 
healthcare and law enforcement 
costs.

In October 2022, the conserva-
tive-leaning 5th US Circuit Court 
of Appeals affirmed Hanen’s ruling 
against DACA, but sent the case back 
to him for reconsideration in light of 
Biden’s regulation formalizing the 
programme.

		  Agencies

‘Dreamer’ immigrants: US judge rules against Biden’s regulation

The latest high-end smartphone 
recently launched by Chinese tech gi-
ant Huawei Huawei has been attracting 
attention at home and abroad It dem-
onstrates that China’s technological 
advancements cannot be hindered by 
U.S. sanctions.

However, the U.S. side remains stub-
born, claiming that “the United States 
should continue on its course of a 
‘small yard, high fence’ set of technol-
ogy restrictions.” 

The United States resorts to all 
means to suppress China’s techno-
logical progress, attempting to deprive 
China of its rights to development. This 
is a typical act of bullying.

Facts have proven and will continue 
to prove that America’s descending 
“technological iron curtain” and “small 
yard, high fence” approach cannot 
uphold its technological hegemony. 

Those who disrupt global sci-tech co-
operation and undermine industrial 
and supply chains will ultimately suf-
fer the consequences of their actions.

In recent years, the U.S. government 
has repeatedly imposed restrictions 
on China in the name of so-called na-
tional security, in an attempt to sup-
press China in the field of science and 
technology.  The U.S. side has claimed 
multiple times that the “small yard, 
high fence” approach is not aimed at 
a broader decoupling, and that areas 
outside the “small yard” will remain 
open to China.  However, its regulatory 
measures have continued to expand in 
scope and tighten in severity. 

The United States has utilized its 
national power to enact the so-called 
“CHIPS and Science Act,” set up a semi-

conductor industry alliance with its al-
lies and the “Chip 4 Alliance,” and issued 
executive orders for foreign investment 
reviews. 

The country has repeatedly escalated 
its containment and suppression efforts, 
resulting in the inclusion of over 1,300 
Chinese companies, institutions, and in-
dividuals on various sanction lists, even 
targeting Chinese social media applica-
tions. The true intention of the United 
States is to block China’s technological ad-
vancement and impede China’s develop-
ment through technological decoupling.

The U.S. approach goes against the gen-
eral trend of open cooperation in science 
and technology. The country overesti-
mates its own capabilities and underes-
timates China’s determination to achieve 
technological innovation. 

Looking back at history, China’s de-
velopment has always been based on its 
own strength, from its early development 
in scientific and defense capabilities, to 
recent achievements in manned space-
flight, quantum communication, the 
BeiDou Navigation Satellite System, and 
chips. 

Countless facts have already proven 
that restrictions and suppression can 
never stop China’s development, but only 
enhance its determination and ability to 
achieve self-reliance and technological 
innovation.

Today, China’s independent innovation 
capabilities have been greatly strength-
ened, and cutting-edge sci-tech outcomes 
continue to emerge. New industries and 
business forms, such as new energy and 
artificial intelligence, are flourishing. 

In the face of blockades and sup-
pression, China does not engage in self-
isolation or self-seclusion, but instead 
strengthens international cooperation 
in sci-tech innovation in all aspects. It 
actively integrates into the global innova-
tion network and enhances its own tech-
nological innovation capabilities through 
open cooperation.

Many international observers have 
pointed out that the countercurrent of 
decoupling cannot stop China’s innova-
tion-driven pace.

Arbitrarily suppressing China’s tech-
nological development will not make the 
United States better, but will greatly weak-
en its global competitiveness. 

China boasts the world’s largest semi-
conductor market, accounting for about 
one-third of global chip sales, which is the 

result of mutually beneficial cooperation 
between Chinese and foreign companies. 

John Neuffer, president and CEO of the 
Semiconductor Industry Association, re-
cently said that China is very important to 
the U.S. semiconductor industry, as it is an 
important part of the supply chain and a 
large customer base. 

Forcing U.S. companies to stay away 
from the Chinese market not only harms 
the legitimate rights and interests of Chi-
nese companies but also backfires on the 
United States itself. 

According to an estimation by the 
Boston Consulting Group, U.S. compa-
nies could lose 18 percentage points 
of global share and 37 percent of their 
revenues, if the U.S. completely bans 
semiconductor companies from sell-
ing to Chinese customers, effectively 
causing a technology decoupling from 
China.                              People’s Daily

Building ‘small yard, high fence’ will eventually backfire on US

WASHINGTON

The United States is 
seeking to picture the 
productive dialogue be-
tween Russia and North 
Korea as a factor of insta-
bility in the world, which 
is repulsing, Russian Am-
bassador to Washington Anatoly Antonov (pictured) said, 
commenting on US official’s remarks about North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un’s visit to Russia.

“The U.S. has no right to lecture us how to live. Rus-
sia being a responsible nuclear power and a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council can independently 
decide who to cooperate with. 

The attempts to label the productive and mutually 
beneficial Russian-North Korean dialogue as a driver of 
instability are not only surprising but also repulsive,” he 
was quoted as saying on the Russian embassy’s Telegram 
channel.

“How should we then regard the White House’s efforts 
to build up coalitions in Asia Pacific and expand military 
drills near the Korean Peninsula, with deploying U.S. stra-
tegic assets?” he noted.

He pointed to the United States’ janus-faced approach to 
Russia’s relations with North Korea. “Washington’s hypoc-
risy is no longer a surprise. The U.S. is OK with delivering 
weapons to the ‘hot spot.

 At the same time, following the Administration’s logics, 
Russia’s military and technical cooperation with foreign 
countries is unlawful. Our partners are once again being 
threatened with sanctions. 

And Moscow, presumably, will also suffer consequenc-
es. Local Russophobes, however, are unlikely to find new 
ways to infringe on our interests, taking into consideration 
the uncountable restrictions already imposed on Russia.”

“It is high time for Washington to throw its economic 
sanctions into the landfill and give a thought on how to 
build an equal relationship with other states on the basis 
of the principle of indivisible security. Maintaining unipo-
lar dominance beloved by American officials is no longer 
possible,” he stressed.

The North Korean leader arrived in Russia on an official 
visit at the invitation of Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Russia is the first state Kim is visiting after the corona-
virus pandemic when his country’s borders were strictly 
closed. Kim’s previous visit to Russia was held from April 
24 through 26, 2019. He arrived in Russia’s Far Eastern city 
of Vladivostok onboard his personal train. His talks with 
Putin in Vladivostok consituted their first-ever personal 
meeting.

Russian diplomat slams US 
for presenting Russia-DPRK 

dialogue as factor of instability

and solidarity with each other on the com-
mon front of frustrating military threats.

At the invitation of Putin, Kim left the 
DPRK capital Pyongyang on Sunday to visit 
Russia by a special train and arrived in the 
Russian border city of Khasan early Tues-
day.

According to the KCNA, Kim also visited 
the Vostochny spaceport with Putin on 
Wednesday. The Russian president hosted 
on the same day a welcoming reception for 
Kim and accepted Kim’s invitation to visit 
his country.

			         Xinhua

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping held talks 
with his Venezuelan counterpart, Nicolás 
Maduro Moros, who is on a state visit to China, 
at the Great Hall of the People on Wednesday.

The two presidents announced the eleva-
tion of the China-Venezuela relationship to an 
all-weather strategic partnership. 

ALL-WEATHER STRATEGIC PARTNER-
SHIP

Xi said China and Venezuela are good 
friends who trust each other and good part-
ners for common development, hailing the 
ironclad friendship forged amid the ever-
changing international landscape.

“China has always viewed its relations with 
Venezuela from a strategic and long-term 
perspective, and firmly supports Venezuela’s 
efforts to safeguard national sovereignty, na-
tional dignity and social stability, as well as 
Venezuela’s just cause of opposing external 
interference,” Xi told Maduro.

“The establishment of an all-weather stra-
tegic partnership between China and Ven-
ezuela meets the common expectations of 
the two peoples and conforms to the general 
trend of historical development,” Xi said, call-

Xi, Maduro announce elevation of China-Venezuela ties

In this photo released by Korean Central News Agency, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s 
top leader Kim Jong-un (left) talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin during their meeting at the 
Vostochny Cosmodrome, Russia, on Wednesday (PHOTO / KCNA VIA AP）

LONDON

British opposition leader Keir 
Starmer said yesterday a Labour 
government would set up a new 
police unit to tackle illegal migra-
tion and suggested he was open to 
a returns agreement with the European Union to solve the 
crisis.

How to tackle illegal migration is set to be a major battle-
ground for both Labour and the governing Conservative 
Party in a national election expected next year, with many 
voters angry over the housing of immigrants in costly ho-
tels.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has made “stopping the 
boats” - the arrival of migrants across the Channel - a pri-
ority but as yet his government’s policies, such as sending 
asylum seekers to Rwanda, have failed to get off the ground. 

Starmer (pictured), whose party looks set to win the 
next election according to opinion polls, said in a comment 
piece in the Sun newspaper: “With Labour, you won’t get 
more gimmicks...You’ll get a proper plan to stop these dan-
gerous boat crossings. I will ensure Britain leads the Conti-
nent in this.”

“That is going to mean setting up a brand new police unit, 
working both here and abroad, entirely dedicated to break-
ing up the smugglers’ business model,” he wrote.

He also suggested in an interview with the Times news-
paper that a Labour government could seek an EU-wide 
returns agreement for asylum seekers who come to Britain, 
possibly accepting quotas of migrants in return for sending 
back people who arrive illegally.

Asked on ITV about how many asylum seekers he might 
take, he said such a returns agreement would only happen 
if people were still traveling across the Channel, something 
he wanted to stop.				    Agencies

UK Labour’s Starmer sets out 
plans for illegal migration

A young child wearing a “Defend DACA” shirt joins people as they gather for 
a rally to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) in Battery Park on June 15, 2022 in New York City.  AFP

ing on the two sides to push for more fruitful China-Venezuela strategic co-
operation, bring more benefits to the two peoples and inject more positive 
energy into world peace and development.

Maduro said Venezuela and China enjoy profound friendship and fruitful 
cooperation, making bilateral relations a model for relations among countries 
of the Global South. He said the Venezuelan people thank the Chinese govern-
ment and people for their valuable support and assistance when Venezuela 
was suffering from illegal unilateral sanctions and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Maduro said Venezuela’s national development and Venezuela-China rela-
tions are at a significant stage. “The establishment of an all-weather strategic 
partnership is of historic significance and will surely usher in a new era of 
bilateral relations.”

Sun Yanfeng, Deputy Director of the Institute of Latin American Studies, 
China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations, noted that Venezu-

ela is the first Latin American country that China established 
an all-weather strategic partnership with.

“The upgraded relationship means increased political 
trust, strategic need of each other, and high-level cooperation 
between the two sides. It also means they will surely expand 
cooperation in multilateral frameworks and, therefore, con-
tribute to building a fair and just international order,” Sun 
said. 

CHINA CHARISMA
Xi spoke about China’s reform and opening up, especially 

the development of special economic zones, and noted that 
reform and opening up is an important instrument for China 
to catch up with the times in great strides and a crucial move 
in making China what it is today.

“China cherishes the valuable experience gained in this 
process and will continue to push forward reform and open-
ing up. No force can stop China’s development and progress,” 
Xi said.

Xi said China stands ready to work with Venezuela to firmly 
support each other in exploring a development path suited to 
their national conditions and strengthen Party and national 
governance exchanges. He said China supports Venezuela in 
setting up special economic zones and will share relevant ex-
perience to help its national development.

Maduro said Venezuela is willing to learn from China’s 
experience in building special economic zones and deepen 
practical cooperation in agriculture, investment, education, 
and tourism.

					     Xinhua

Chinese President Xi Jinping holds talks with his Venezuelan counterpart Nicolás 
Maduro Moros, who is on a state visit to China, at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing, capital of China, on Wednesday. Xinhua
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Chinese President Xi Jinping emphasized the need to 
blaze a path of high-quality and sustainable development 
with more courage and concrete actions, and stressed 
“writing a new chapter” in striving for the full revitaliza-
tion of northeast China.

Xi, also general secretary of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Committee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, made the remarks as he 
convened a key meeting in Harbin, northeast China’s Hei-
longjiang province.

Observing the overall development of the CPC and the 
country in a strategic context, Xi profoundly expound-
ed on the significant missions shouldered by northeast 
China, deeply analyzed the major new opportunities the 
region faces in its revitalization, and made arrangements 
for promoting the full revitalization of northeast China 
on the new journey of the new era. Xi’s remarks charted 
the course and provided fundamental guidance for the 
region to embark on a path of high-quality and sustain-
able development.

Northeast China is an important industrial and agricul-
tural base of the country. It is in a crucial strategic posi-
tion in ensuring the security of national defense, food, 
ecology, energy and industries, and thus is vital for the 
overall development of the country. 

China attaches great importance to the revitalization 
and development of old industrial bases in the northeast-
ern region, and has formulated and issued a document 
on the full revitalization of old industrial bases in north-
east China and other regions.

Northeast China boasts rich resources, solid industrial 
foundations, favorable geological locations, and signifi-
cant development potential. Xi said that efforts to build 
self-reliance and strength in science and technology at 
higher levels will help the region turn its strengths in sci-
ence, education and industries into growth advantages; 
the building of a new development pattern further high-
lights the region’s significant strategic position; to pro-
mote Chinese modernization, northeast China’s role as a 
strategic pillar needs to be bolstered.

Looking to the future, China should firmly grasp the im-
portant mission of northeast China in safeguarding the 
five major securities (political, economic, military, cul-
tural and social securities) of the country, and firmly grasp the 

Northeast China to blaze path of high-
quality, sustainable development

BEIJING
 
 Whether a person or a 

country can win the respect of 
others depends not only on what 
has been said, but more on what 
has been done. It is a simple truth 
that actions speak louder than 
words.

The United States, which in-
tends to reestablish its leadership 
on climate, has failed to make the 
contributions commensurate 
with its role as the largest econ-
omy and No. 1 historical polluter. 
Instead, U.S. spin doctors have 
prescribed bitter remedies for 
other countries while refusing a 
taste of their own medicine.

Recently, U.S. climate envoy 
John Kerry called for China and 
other “large economies” to con-
tribute to a loss and damage fund 
for climate-hit countries, which 
Kerry himself described as a hu-
manitarian donation.

Yet about two months ago, the 
former secretary of state told a 
Congress hearing that the U.S. 
will, “under no circumstances, 
pay climate reparations to devel-
oping countries hit by climate-
driven disasters,” which is its 
clear historical responsibility.
This skinflint needs to overcome 
its selective amnesia and put 
some skin in the game.

As the largest emitter among 
developed countries, the U.S. has 
set a bad example in dealing with 

In tackling climate change, US should have some skin in the game

climate issues by signing but not ratifying many multilateral environ-
mental treaties, and refusing to meet climate financing and green tech-
nology transfer commitments.

Such irresponsible attitudes and inaction are bound to arouse dis-
content and protests from developing nations of the Global South. In 
his speech at last week’s G20 Summit in India, Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva urged those who historically contributed the most 
to global warming to bear the greatest costs of combating it.

Coincidentally, just ahead of the first Africa Climate Summit earlier 
this month, UN resident coordinator in Kenya Stephen Jackson called 
for the developed world to deliver on promises to reduce their own 
emissions and provide financing for dealing with the impact of climate 
change.

According to a study published in Nature Sustainability in June, 
Global North countries hold “overwhelming responsibility” for climate 
breakdown and could be liable to pay 170 trillion U.S. dollars in com-
pensation by 2050 to ensure climate targets are met, with the U.S. hold-
ing the single largest climate debt of around 80 trillion dollars.

However, the developed world has remained largely passive in pro-

UNited Nations

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will dis-
cuss the renewal of the grain deal with Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov, as well as with presidents 
of Turkey and Ukraine Tayyip Erdogan and Vladimir 
Zelensky next week. The discussions will be held at 
personal meetings as part of the high-level week of 
the UN General Assembly.

“Next week, I will be receiving president Zelensky 
I will be receiving president Erdogan I will be receiv-
ing minister Lavrov and obviously, this question will 
be on the table of our discussions,” he told a press conference responding to a 
relevant question.

Guterres (pictured) noted that he will hold separate contacts with representa-
tives of the Russian Federation, Ukraine and Turkey and does not plan to gather 
them together.

“I remained determined to do everything possible to establish the Black Sea ini-
tiative, the exports of Ukraine foodstuffs, and also to go on our work in relation 
to the facilitation within the sanctions regime of the Russian foods and fertilizer 
products,” he added.

The UN General Assembly High-level Week will take place September 19-23 in 
New York. The Russian delegation will be headed by Sergey Lavrov.

On July 17, Russia refused to continue its participation in the grain deal, which 
was reached a year ago to ensure safe exports of Ukrainian grain across the Black 
Sea. 

President Vladimir Putin stated that none of the terms of the deal regarding the 
removal of sanctions from Russian exports of grain and fertilizers to world mar-
kets had been fulfilled. 

He repeatedly pointed out that the West exported most of Ukrainian grain to its 
own states, while the main task of the agreement - supplies to countries in need - 
was never fulfilled. Nevertheless, Moscow stated that it was ready to immediately 
return to the deal, once its part that concerns Russia is implemented.

UN Chief to hold meetings with Lavrov, Zelensky, 
Erdogan next week to discuss grain deal

New Delhi 

 The G20 summit reached a success-
ful conclusion in Delhi on September 10, 
featuring numerous prominent global 
leaders who also engaged in a series of 
bilateral meetings on the sidelines. The 
summit led to the consolidation of a com-
prehensive framework with the objec-
tive of fostering enhanced collaboration 
among the G20 member nations, the Eu-
ropean Union, and the recently incorpo-
rated African Union.

India faced several challenges at the 
beginning of its G20 Presidency last De-
cember. The global economic landscape 
was marred by turbulence, which was 
aggravated by the lingering effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Ukraine conflict 
and the resultant sanctions against Russia 
further complicated matters, effectively 
dividing the G20 into opposing factions, 
Maheep, a leading expert on India’s For-
eign Policy, wrote.  

Maheep is also the Principal Investiga-
tor of a National Project on India’s Soft 
Power Diplomacy.

Crafting a unified joint statement be-
came a herculean task, even in the previ-
ous year. India’s Presidency also unfolded 
against the backdrop of ongoing bilateral 
tensions with China, primarily around 
territorial disputes. This perennial fric-
tion introduced an additional layer of 
complexity for India’s G-20 Sherpa team, 
as China frequently acted as a disruptive 
force during numerous meetings.

Moreover, the Indian government de-
viated from tradition by scheduling the 
G20 summit two months earlier than 
the customary November timeframe. 
Officials had two months less to work to-
wards the Joint Communique. New Delhi 
clearly faced a formidable obstacle in its 
efforts to reach a consensus towards the 
preparation of a Joint Communique high-
lighting critical issues including climate 
finance, healthcare investment, and pov-
erty alleviation.

As the curtains fell on the G20 Sum-
mit, Amitabh Kant, the Sherpa for the In-
dian presidency, was both exhausted and 
happy, having accomplished what had 

seemed elusive until even a week ago: se-
curing a consensus.

The focal issue of contention revolved 
around the Ukraine-Russia conflict, a sub-
ject which was finally addressed compre-
hensively in seven paragraphs. This level 
of detail starkly contrasts with the Bali 
Declaration last year, which dedicated 
only two paragraphs to the topic. Follow-
ing the circulation of a new text by India at 
the last moment describing the Ukraine 
conflict, a Consensus was finally reached 
and the Declaration was subsequently ad-
opted.

Moreover, the significance of the mo-
ment cannot be overestimated. It marks 
a remarkable achievement as, for the first 
time in the history of the G20, the declara-
tion has garnered unanimous consensus 
across all areas, including developments, 
climate concerns, and geopolitical mat-
ters. The declaration highlighted India’s 
exceptional ability to act as a crucial 
bridge between emerging economies, de-
veloped nations, Russia, and China, effec-
tively bringing them all to the negotiation 
table, Maheep wrote. 

Moreover, this event is truly unique 
in that it places multilateralism at the 
forefront once again, underscoring its 
importance in global diplomacy. Finally, 
it serves as a compelling demonstra-
tion that even in the face of numerous 
global challenges, ambitious, inclusive, 
and decisive actions can be undertaken 
successfully. It marks a remarkable ac-
complishment not only for India but also 
a significant milestone for all emerging 
markets. This Delhi Declaration embod-
ies the voice of the Global South, articu-
lated from the vantage point of this di-
verse and dynamic region.

The declaration expressed great con-
cern over the immense human suffering 
caused by global conflicts and wars. The 
consensus declaration, embraced by 
G20 leaders, emphasized the necessity 
for a comprehensive, equitable, and last-
ing peace in Ukraine. It called upon the 
member states to abstain from employ-
ing threats of force to pursue territorial 
gains or to infringe upon the territorial 
integrity of any sovereign nation. ANI

 Analysing New Delhi Declaration

MARRAKECH

MARRAKECH - His Majesty King Mohammed VI visited Tuesday afternoon the 
“Mohammed VI” University Hospital in Marrakech, where the Sovereign inquired 
about the state of health of the wounded, victims of Friday’s devastating earth-
quake, causing significant human and material losses in several regions of the 
Kingdom.

The King visited the resuscitation and hospitalization departments for earth-
quake victims, where the Sovereign was informed of the state of health of the 
injured and the care they were receiving from the medical teams mobilized in 
the wake of this major natural disaster.

This Royal initiative of great moral support to the injured and their families re-
inforces the various initiatives and measures taken, in accordance with the High 
Royal Instructions, to rescue, assist and support those affected by the Al-Haouz 
earthquake.

Some 2,171 injured people were admitted to various hospitals in the Marrake-
ch-Safi region, including 484 with major injuries and 1,570 with minor injuries. 
248 people are still hospitalized.

The Moroccan monarch donated his blood, a powerful gesture that also testi-
fies to the Royal benevolence and expresses the Sovereign’s full solidarity and 
compassion for the victims and their grieving families.

The King’s visit to the “Mohammed VI” University Hospital reflects the Sover-
eign’s great concern for the victims of the Al-Haouz earthquake, and underscores 
the symbiosis that exists between His Majesty the King and His people in times of 
hardship and misfortune, enabling the Kingdom of Morocco to manage current 
crises and look to the future with enthusiasm and determination. Agencies

King Mohammed VI visits injured at Marrakech hospital

An autopilot vehicle is exhibited at a conference about intelligent connected vehicles in Shenyang, northeast 
China’s Liaoning province, July 8, 2023. File photo

viding financial and technical support to developing 
countries, even failing to make good on the 100-bil-
lion-dollar-a-year promise of climate finance commit-
ted in the Copenhagen Accords.

China holds a consistent position on climate issues. 
All parties should shoulder their common but differ-
entiated responsibilities. Developed countries should 
take the lead in reducing emissions and fulfill their 
financial commitments as soon as possible while de-
veloping countries should make contributions within 
their means. 

The world’s largest developing country pledges 
to peak carbon dioxide emissions before 2030 and 
achieve carbon neutrality before 2060.As a latecomer 
to industrialization, China faces multiple challenges 
and huge costs to achieve this goal, but China has 
steadfastly followed through on its commitment, and 
to many observers, it is now a key force driving the 
global clean energy transition.

Having wantonly burned through the world’s car-
bon budget, the U.S. should stop using climate issues 
to smear and pressure China, which has spent the 
past decades fulfilling its population’s basic needs.

The UN has warned of the arrival of an era of “global 
boiling” as the planet has its first real taste of life at 1.5 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial times this sum-
mer. 

It’s time that the selfish “America first” mindset in 
climate talks should be abandoned, as should the 
stance that “the American way of life is not up for ne-
gotiation,” as declared by George Bush Sr. at the first 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.Fine words 
butter no parsnips. The upcoming Dubai COP28 in 
late November may offer a chance for the U.S. to put 
forward real actions in the face of this challenge that 
will determine the very survival of humanity.After 
all, with the great specter of climate change bearing 
down upon us, we have neither a new planet nor a 
plan B.

				    Xinhua

This photo taken on June 7, 2023 shows smoke from wildfires in Canada 
shrouding New York, the United States. Smoke from raging wildfires in 
Canada has triggered air quality alerts in a number of U.S. states, with the sky 
over New York City rapidly darkening.  Xinhua

primary task of promoting high-quality development 
and the strategic task of building new development 
paradigm. 

It is also important to coordinate development and 
security, adopt goal-oriented and problem-oriented 
approaches, and consolidate strengths and make up 
for deficiencies.

Xi also called for more support and stimulating 
endogenous motivating power, and emphasized the 
need to blaze a new path for high-quality and sustain-
able development with tenacity, more courage and 
concrete actions, so as to write a new chapter for the 
full revitalization of northeast China.

Xi stressed the importance to promote industrial 
innovation with sci-tech innovation, and acceler-
ate the development of a modern industrial system 
with the characteristics and advantages of northeast 
China. He also noted that the region should prioritize 
the development of modern agriculture and acceler-
ate the modernization of agriculture and rural areas.

Xi further stressed the need to accelerate the con-
struction of a modern infrastructure system and 
enhance the level of opening up and cooperation 

domestically and internationally. He also noted that 
the overall population quality should be improved so 
that the revitalization of northeast China on all fronts 
can be sustained by the high-quality development of 
the population.

Besides, Xi called for efforts to further improve the 
political landscape and create a sound business envi-
ronment.

In the course of fully revitalizing the region, it is a 
must to develop the real economy, encourage sci-tech 
innovation, and promote the upgrading of its indus-
tries. 

Furthermore, the region should serve as a “ballast” 
in ensuring national food security, integrate itself 
more deeply into the Belt and Road Initiative, 
systematically arrange the construction of mod-
ern infrastructure system, improve the overall 
population quality to promote the high-quality 
development of the population, and develop a 
cordial and clean relationship between govern-
ment and businesses across the board, making 
new breakthroughs in the full revitalization of 
northeast China. 		  People’s Daily

 PM Modi meets PMO officers, staff for debriefing on their G20 experience
New Delhi

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday met officials and staff at the 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) for a de-
briefing on their experiences of the G20 
Summit.

PM Modi then visited the Sushma 
Swaraj Bhavan where he met and inter-
acted with MEA officers as well as staff 
at all levels, enquiring about their expe-
rience of the G20.

The G20 summit, which saw the par-
ticipation of heads of state of 30 coun-
tries as well as delegates of leading in-
ternational organisations, concluded 
successfully in the national capital on 
September 10.

The summit led to the consolidation 
of a comprehensive framework with 
the objective of fostering enhanced 
collaboration among the G20 member 
nations, the European Union, and the 
African Union, which was formally in-
ducted into the bloc at the New Delhi 
summit.

The big-ticket event, for which the na-

tional capital was decked up over days, 
was held at the state-of-the-art Bharat 
Mandapam at the Pragati Maidan.

India took over the G20 presidency 
on December 1 last year at the summit 
in Bali and will continue to hold the 
mantle till the end of November.   

The New Delhi Declaration was ad-
opted by G20 leaders on Saturday, the 
opening day of the summit.

The biggest takeaway of the declara-
tion was that all 83 paragraphs of the 
declaration were passed unanimously 
with a 100 per cent consensus of all 
member states, including China and 
Russia. For the first time, the decla-
ration contained no footnote or the 
Chair’s Summary.

Also, the declaration being the most 
ambitious, contained 112 outcomes — 
both the outcomes and annexed docu-
ments — which is two-and-a-half- times 
more than any other.

PM Modi made the announcement 
and congratulated the Sherpas and 
ministers who had worked towards 
forging the consensus.

“I have received good news. Due to 
the hard work of our team, consensus 
has been built on New Delhi G20 Lead-
ers’ Summit Declaration. My proposal is 
to adopt this leadership declaration. I 
announce to adopt this declaration. On 
this occasion, I congratulate my Sherpa, 
ministers, who worked hard for it and 
made it possible,” he said.

Another big takeaway of the declara-
tion was the launch of the Global Biofu-
els Alliance.

PM Modi said that it marks a water-
shed moment in India’s quest towards 

sustainability and clean energy.
“The launch of the Global Biofuels 

Alliance marks a watershed moment 
in our quest towards sustainability and 
clean energy. I thank the member na-
tions who have joined this Alliance,” PM 
Modi wrote on X (formerly Twitter).

PM Modi on Saturday launched the 
Global Biofuels Alliance in the presence 
of US President Joe Biden, President of 
Brazil Luiz Inacio, President of Argen-
tina, Alberto Fernández and Prime Min-
ister of Italy Giorgia Meloni.

Another major takeaway was the 
announcement launch of a mega In-
dia-Middle East-Europe shipping and 
railway connectivity corridor by India, 
the US, Saudi Arabia and the European 
Union.

The India-Middle East-Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEE EC) will encour-
age and provide impetus to economic 
development through enhanced con-
nectivity and economic integration be-
tween Asia, West Asia/Middle East and 
Europe.

			   ANI
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‘Skudu’ Makudubela turns into Yanga’s fan-favourite

Dar Gymkhana to host 
2023 NCBA Golf Series  

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

I
N the space of 30 
minutes, South African 
winger Mahlatse ‘Skudu’ 
Makudubela- sitting 

in the reception of a certain 
hotel at the city center in Dar 
es Salaam- his love affair with 
Tanzania’s football giant, Yanga, 
is easily visible.

At least 10 people interrupt 
our flowing conversation as 
they ask for a picture with the 
newly-signed Yanga winger. It is 
the attention he is not used to.

Just six months ago, he could 
walk in and out of any mall in 
South Africa without anyone 
either noticing or stopping him.

But now, in far-flung Dar es 
Salaam, the taxi driver, secu-
rity guard, hotel receptionist, 
or waiter will tell an individual 
about ‘Skudu’ the moment they 
hear he/she comes from South 
Africa.

Indeed, a prophet is not hon-
oured in his hometown. “Even 
when I played for Orlando Pi-
rates, I could walk through a 
mall, and no one asks for a pic-
ture,” he said.

This is just over a fortnight 
after his breathtaking unveil-
ing in front of 60, 000 fans who 
attended the ‘Mwananchi Day’ 
festival at the Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

Even sweeter, his debut for 
Yanga came against an oppo-
nent he is used to, Kaizer Chiefs 
from South Africa, which took 
on Yanga in an international 
friendly clash that served as a 
culmination of the ‘Mwananchi 
Day’ festival.

“I’m so humbled, my brother. 
While waiting in the tunnel, 
Kaizer Jnr approached me and 
embraced me. He said, ‘This is 
big, go and shine boy’... it meant 
a lot to me,” he stated.

The winger did shine even 
before getting onto the pitch. 
‘Skudu’, a man of many talents, 
danced a little to an Amapiano 
tune before juggling the ball, 
driving a packed Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium into a frenzy.

It was only his fifth day in Dar 
es Salaam after becoming the 
first South African to join a Pre-
mier League team in Tanzania.

A car in town already had the 
name ‘Skudu Makudubela’ in-
scribed on the tow bar. Some 
fans had the name ‘Skudu’ writ-
ten on their faces. And some 
unashamedly wrote on their 
stomachs.

Many though would have 

By Guardian Correspondent

DAR ES SALAAM Gymkhana Club 
(DGC) will be a place to go for golf 
fanatics from across the city as the 
2023 NCBA Golf Series is set to be 
played at the club’s course at the end 
of this month.

The tournament, slated for Sep-
tember 30, promises to be a thrill-
ing event for golf enthusiasts in the 
region.

The showdown, to be played at the 
prestigious DGC course, will feature 
invited players from across Tanzania.

The participating golfers would 
all be eyeing the chance to become 
champions in their respective cat-
egories.

This year’s tournament journey 
has, according to the organizers, 
passed through East African coun-
tries- Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, and 
now Tanzania.

The grand finale is set to take place 
in Nairobi, Kenya, to determine the 
overall winners of this tournament.

What makes this tournament even 
more special, the organizers pointed 
out, is the opportunity it presents to 
the winners.

The organizers stated there will be 
three categories of champions- over-
all winner, men’s overall winner, and 
women’s overall winner.

They noted that talented golfers 
would not just bask in the glory of 
their victory at the Dar es Salaam 
Gymkhana Club’s course, they will, 
instead, embark on an incredible 

journey to Kenya for the grand finale 
of the NCBA Golf Series.

In Kenya, they will join other win-
ners from various regions in the ul-
timate showdown to determine the 
overall winners of the entire tourna-
ment.

They disclosed the finale will see 
three winners- one from each cat-
egory- walk away with 100,000 Kshs.

The organizers noted that the 
champions will not only get to show-
case their golfing prowess on the 
beautiful Kenyan courses but also 
enjoy an unforgettable experience in 
the process.

They stated that the NCBA Golf 
Series is not just about competition, 
it is about fostering a sense of cama-
raderie and love for the sport among 
enthusiasts across East Africa.

The tournament brings together 
golfers and fans alike, creating mem-
orable moments that strengthen the 
bond between NCBA Bank and its 
valued customers.

Golf followers have been urged to 
mark their calendars and prepare to 
witness some outstanding golfing tal-
ent on display at the Dar es Salaam 
Gymkhana Golf Club course.

It is not just a tournament, it is an 
adventure, and the journey to Kenya 
for the grand finale awaits the cham-
pions.

Golf lovers, the organizers insisted, 
should get ready for an exhilarat-
ing experience that promises to be 
unique.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s Simba SC head 
coach Roberto Oliveira is set 
to approach the 2023/24 CAF 
Champions League Second 
Preliminary Round’s first leg 
against Power Dynamos with 
ultimate discipline on an away 
venue at Levy Mwanawasa Sta-
dium in Zambia tomorrow.

This is the first CAF Champi-
ons League match for Simba SC 
this season as the squad was ex-
empted in the First Preliminary 
Round.

The Brazilian gaffer said re-
cent history has proved that 
preliminary rounds’ encoun-
ters have proved to be tough, 
with local teams multiple times 
failing to advance into the 
Group Stage.

Oliveira’s side has already de-
clared that it is seeking to reach 
the 2023/24 CAF Champions 
League semi-final, and the trip 
to achieve the goal begins this 
Saturday.

The coach noted: “This stage 
is very crucial to us and our 
fans, our main aim is to qualify 
for the Group Stage and we have 
to opt for critical analysis of our 
opponents’ strengths and how 
to exploit their weaknesses, we 
played against them at ‘Simba 
Day’ but this is a different stage 

and level of competition.”
“In defiance of missing an in-

ternational friendly match, I am 
pleased with the level of perfor-
mance shown by my players in 
the domestic friendly held at 
Simba MO Arena,” the coach 
disclosed.

“They have shown hunger 
and determination in picking 
orders and achieving goals we 
have set,” Oliveira said.

The coach noted: “We will 
approach this game with dis-
cipline because recent history 
shows we undermined our op-
ponents and we were eliminat-
ed, with that in mind I would 
not prefer to repeat the same 
mistakes.”

In the 2021/22 season, Simba 
SC was eliminated by Botswana 
Premier League side, Jwaneng 
Galaxy, following a 3-3 aggre-
gate score which went in favour 
of the latter. 

Simba SC won the first match, 
which was held in Botswana, 
commanding a 2-0 victory but 
lost 3-1 in the rematch at the 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam.

The Tanzanian outfit will play 
the reverse fixture against Pow-
er Dynamos on September 29 to 
determine the former’s chances 
of qualifying for this season’s 
CAF Champions League Group 

Simba SC head coach, Roberto Oliveira. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Oliveira insists Simba SC will not underrate Power Dynamos 

Newly signed Yanga winger, South African Mahlastse ‘Skudu’ Makudubela. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
YANGA

 By Correspondent Theresia Victor

TANZANIAN technology company, 
StarTimes, through its brand in col-
laboration with Benchmark 360 
Company, has officially launched 
the 14th season of the popular talent 
search competition, termed ‘Bongo 
Star Search’.

StarTimes Director of Marketing 
and Content, David Malisa, graced 
the launch of the season’s Bongo Star 
Search in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

The official told journalists that 
the 14th season of Bongo Star Search 
will officially start airing on October 
22 at 2100hrs pm through ST Swahili 
channel, channel number 160 for an-
tenna users and channel 400 for dish 
users.

He disclosed: “We have gathered 
here to witness the launch of the 14th 
season of one of the biggest talent 
show competitions that have been 
held every year and, this year, Bongo 
Star Search has come up with a slo-
gan ‘Your talent, your capital’.”

“In all this people can be witnesses 

that Bongo Star Search has been a 
platform for not only raising talents 
but also providing employment in 
the entertainment industry,” he said.

He further noted that this new 
season comes with many changes 
including a new region, new judge, 
and new flavours to add flavour and 
improve the entertainment that the 
competition’s lovers get.

“For the first time, this Bongo Star 
Search hopes to reach Kigoma, as 
well as regions like Arusha, Mwanza, 
Mbeya, and Dar es Salaam,” he noted.

“For this season, we will also have a 
new judge, Zuena Yusuf Mohammed, 
known by her stage name ‘Shilole’, 
who will join our panel of judges that 
we have had all these years including 
Chief Judge Ritha, Joachim Kimaryo 
‘Master J’, and Salama Jabir,” Malisa 
noted.

The official insisted: “I would like 
to call on all Tanzanians with singing 
talents to audition so that they can 
live their dreams and sustain their 
lives in achieving the kind of lifestyle 
they love.”

Tanzania’s professional golfer, Victor Joseph, is pictured taking part in a past show-
down that took place at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC).

 Bongo Star Search launched in Dar

seen videos of him danc-
ing and wearing a Yanga 
jersey seven months ago. Of 
course, the video trended 
when talk of him joining 
Yanga started.

However, the video, up-
loaded on Instagram, was 
taken way before his for-
mer club, South Africa’s 
Marumo Gallants, faced 
Yanga, alias ‘Timu ya Wa-
nanchi’, in the 2022/23 CAF 
Confederation Cup semi-
final rematch.

Ghanaian winger Bernard 
Morisson, who has now left 
Yanga, sent Makudubela the 
jersey. The two had known 
each other from their days 
at the ‘Buccaneers’.

As soon as it was an-
nounced that ‘Skudu’ was 
officially a Yanga player 
around midnight on July 19, 
2023, his Instagram page 
numbers increased by the 
hour.

The player disclosed: “I 
had 65,000 followers on 
Instagram when I arrived, 
but I’m sitting on double 
that number after just a few 
days here.”

As of August 7, 2023, 

‘Skudu’ had 142,000 follow-
ers, it is all an indication of 
how much Yanga fans have 
fallen in love with their new 
signing.

Interestingly, ‘the 33-year-
old in a 25-year-old body’ 
had never imagined himself 
playing for Yanga.

Makudubela still had 
his sights set on playing in 
the DStv Premiership. Two 
of the South African top 
flight’s clubs were keen on 
having his services.

A phone call from Yanga 
president Hersi Said Ally, 
however, changed every-
thing. “That phone call was 
the difference. I couldn’t re-
sist, and I’m glad I took this 
step,” he added.

It appears ‘Skudu’ im-
pressed everyone with his 
performance against Yanga 
while turning out for Maru-
mo Gallants. Yanga just had 
to bring him over.

‘Skudu’ is that apple that 
never fell far from the tree. 
His dad, Napoleon, was also 
a pacy winger who could be 
deployed on either side of 
the attack.

He recalls the one day his 

dad took him to a game at 
the stadium. Dad was now 
coaching Napoleon Golden 
Zebras, a team named after 
himself.

The winger revealed: 
“I was still young, like 10, 
when dad took me to their 
game against Moroka Swal-
lows’ reserve. It was a cur-
tain raiser for Kaizer Chiefs 
and Moroka Swallows.”

That stadium visit piqued 
some interest in him to play 
the game. Luckily, at the age 
of 13, he was scouted to join 
the School of Excellence 
during a U-14 tournament 
in the Vaal.

At the School, he spent 
five years before joining 
Mamelodi Sundowns while 
doing Matric.

His career then took him 
to several clubs, including 
Platinum Stars, Orlando Pi-
rates, Chippa United, and 
most recently Marumo Gal-
lants.

Fascinatingly, the most 
challenging period of his 
career birthed a new pas-
sion and skill. It would push 
his love for dancing further 
down the pecking order.

The winger noted: 
“When I was young, my 
brother and I were danc-
ing. We were even on 
Star Search, and we won 
the competition. We had 
gigs and we were getting 
paid.”

He pointed out: “But 
when football started get-
ting serious, I dropped 
dancing. So, it was now 
school, football, and 
church.”

A new passion would 
take over during that dif-
ficult Chippa stint. “I had 
a tough time when Pi-
rates loaned me to Chip-
pa United. I never got a 
chance to play there. But 
I was able to complete 
my Diploma in Photog-
raphy,” the footballer re-
vealed.

It did not end there, as 
he established a photog-
raphy and videography 
company, 3 Kinetics.

‘Skudu’ disclosed: “I’ve 
always loved photogra-
phy, so studying it and 
turning it into a busi-
ness made sense. We do 
corporate functions and 
sports photo shoots, we 
do weddings.”

His football career has 
also taken him to coun-
tries like Georgia, where 
he had to return after five 
months because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In Slovakia, he had 
a stint with SK Slovan 
Bratislava, while his stay 
in Canada was cut short.

But from all the travels 
football presents, anoth-
er hobby was born. That 
pastime – traveling – was 
also turned into a busi-
ness as he runs a travel 
agency called Matape 
Agency.

The footballer pointed 
out “I’ve used the con-
tacts I’ve created in foot-
ball to run it.”

For now, though, he 
understands the respon-
sibility that lies on his 
shoulders as Yanga looks 
to retain their Premier 
League title.

He has to dance on the 
ball across the stadiums 
of the East African coun-
try and make Yanga sup-
porters happy.

Stage- as declared by the 
club that the squad’s main 
objective is to qualify for 
the semi-finals.

However, apart from 
competing in the CAF 
Champions League, Simba 
SC will represent the coun-

try in the  Africa Football 
League (AFL) which will 
have its opening encoun-
ter taking place at Benja-
min Mkapa Stadium on 
October 20.

Simba SC will face Al 
Ahly of Egypt in a seem-

ingly tough fixture, as the 
former will entertain the 
latter in the opening clash 
and the clubs will, thereaf-
ter, take on each other in 
the rematch in Egypt on 
October 24.
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 By Miguel Delaney

A
S with so much 
in modern foot-
ball, a moment 
that could 

transform the entire game 
is set to come far away 
from the pitch, and prob-
ably in court.

Fifa  are currently in a 
battle with most of the 
game’s agents, although 
the global governing body 
would not characterise it 
as that. They insist they 
are simply engaging in a 
reform of the industry that 
“everyone except some 
agents consider absolutely 
necessary to address wide-
spread abuses and a sys-
tem currently fuelled by 
speculation”. That extends 
to all of the game’s major 
stakeholders and the pri-
mary European institu-
tions - from the European 
Commission to the Council 
of Europe - who have long 
asked Fifa to “do some-
thing”.

The position on the 
other side, most notably 
the Association of Football 
Agents [AFA], is that this 
does indeed come down 
to European law - but not 
in the way Fifa think. They 
are strident that the feder-
ation has no legitimacy to 
regulate on this. The view 
is that representing play-
ers is a business outside of 
the running of the game, 
and that the provisions 
for the forthcoming Fifa 
Football Agent Regulations 
[Ffar] go against European 
Union anti-trust law - es-
pecially as regards forbid-
ding payment to a supplier 
above a certain level.

The Court of Arbitration 
for Sport  did rule in July 
that Fifa has legitimacy 
here, but a referral from a 
District Court in Germany 
has brought the case be-
fore the European Court of 
Justice [ECJ].

If this already seems a 
dry back-and-forth of legal 
claims, it will all have sig-
nificant influence on how 
the very sport is played. 
Not exactly a new Bosman 
ruling, but a potentially 
transformative case all of 
its own that does come 
down to far bigger issues 
such as sport versus busi-
ness and what any cultural 
model of football should 
be.

Fifa’s entire position is 
that they are addressing 
what is good for the game 
rather than actually tak-
ing on the representative 
industry. “Good agents are 
hugely important,” says 
Jan Kleiner, Fifa’s Direc-
tor of Football Regulatory. 
“But since agents act at the 
very centre of the interna-
tional football transfer sys-
tem, Fifa has the authority 
and responsibility to regu-
late their activities within 
that system.”

The root motivation of 
the reform is that the cur-
rent transfer ecosystem 
incentivises the move-
ment of players, primar-
ily through the focus on 
commissions, which ac-
celerates the market and 
concentrates increasing 
money at the top end of 
the game so affecting com-
petitive balance.

As justification for this, 
Fifa relate a few key fig-
ures.

Every year, players move 
more quickly and more of-
ten between clubs. Every 
year, 10 times more money 
is paid to agents than paid 
to grassroots clubs. Ev-
ery year, the money spent 
on  transfers  grows, as do 
service fees paid to agents. 

By James Ducker

ANTONY has been in-
cluded in Manchester 
United’s final 25-man 
Premier League squad, 
despite agreeing to stay 
away from the club until 
further notice because of 
the  assault allegations 
against him.

Jadon Sancho, who 
has deleted  his con-
troversial social media 
post  that effectively ac-
cused his manager  Erik 
ten Hag of lying over the 
reasons  for his absence 
against Arsenal, has also 
been named in the squad 
submitted by United on 
Wednesday.

United have also opted 
to include Donny van de 
Beek in the event the Hol-
land midfielder does not 
secure a move to Gala-
tasaray before the close 
of the Turkish transfer 
window on Friday.

Van de Beek, who is 
surplus to requirements, 
was not included in Unit-
ed’s Champions League 
squad and is looking to 
secure a move away from 
Old Trafford in a bid to 
resurrect his career.

Antony, 23, has not 
been suspended by 
United and remains on 
full pay but he  will not 
train or be considered 
for selection  until fur-
ther notice after agreeing 
with the club that it is in 
the best interest of both 
parties that his presence 
does not become a “dis-
traction” and he does not 
create “unnecessary con-
troversy”.

The Brazil winger has 
been accused of attack-
ing a former girlfriend 
Gabriela Cavallin on a 

number of occasions be-
tween June last year and 
May last year.

He has also been ac-
cused of physical vio-
lence towards two more 
women, Ingrid Lana and 
Rayssa de Freitas. Antony 
strenuously denies all 
the allegations and has 
vowed to prove his inno-
cence.

Sancho accused Ten 
Hag of making him a 
“scapegoat” and branded 
as “completely untrue” 
the Dutchman’s claims 
that the player was left 
out of the 3-1 defeat to Ar-
senal because of his per-
formances in training.

Ten Hag, meanwhile, 
hopes to have new sign-
ing Sofyan Amrabat, a 
deadline day loan recruit 
from  Fiorentina, avail-
able to face  Brighton  at 
Old Trafford on Saturday, 
despite the midfielder 
sitting out  Morocco’s re-
cent internationals as an 
injury precaution.

But there are thought 
to be more doubts 
over Lisandro Martinez’s 
availability against Brigh-
ton. The defender was 
not included in  Argenti-
na’s squad for their World 
Cup qualifier against Bo-
livia on Tuesday, having 
also sat out their previ-
ous match against  Ecua-
dor.

Martinez has done 
some training with Ar-
gentina but was substitut-
ed against Arsenal with 
an issue to his right foot, 
the same one in which he 
suffered a broken meta-
tarsal that ruled him out 
for the final seven weeks 
of last season.

THE TELEGRAPH

Antony and Jadon Sancho 
in Manchester Utd squads 
despite uncertain futures

How Fifa are leading the push for football 
transfers’ biggest change since Bosman - I

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

confident the European 
judges will understand the 
specificities of the football 
industry. The agents are 
concerned Fifa don’t un-
derstand their business.

“They don’t know the 
specifics because they only 
see the surface,” was one 
response. This is a shared 
view even among agents 
who despise each other - a 
common enough theme - 
although some recognise a 
need for reform.

This is where Fifa would 
rebut the idea they are 
ignorant to the business. 
They point to a five-year 
consultation process that 
involved FifPro, the Euro-
pean Club Association, the 
World Leagues Forum as 
well as member associa-
tions and confederations, 
and “a large number of 
agents and agent repre-
sentative organisations”. 
Fifa insists that feedback 
is overwhelmingly posi-
tive, even from agents and 
agent organisations.

The head of one major 
football body insists the re-
quirement for better agent 
regulation is “inarguable” 
and unanimous, and many 
would point to how all of 
the major American sport-
ing associations have the 
same rules that Fifa are 
trying to introduce, includ-
ing almost identical caps 
on commission.

Against that, high-profile 
agents say there was “a 
lack of invitation” and that 
there has “never been any 
public disclosure of these 
consultations”.

Fifa  expressly state this 
is factually wrong, and that 
there was both invitation 
and disclosure as illustrat-
ed on their website.

Sources within the glob-
al body argue that all rep-
resentative organisations 
were invited but some of 
the biggest agents just re-

fused to engage, and that 
this is now seen as a liti-
gation strategy to delegiti-
mise the entire process.

Either way, if Fifa have 
succeed, their reforms will 
bring the following:
•	 The establishment of 

a licensing system, in-
volving an exam

•	 A requirement for 
agents to provide full 
transparency towards 
clients about pay-
ments they receive

•	 The payment of agent 
service fees via the 
Fifa Clearing House, 
as a measure against 
financial crime and to 
protect financial in-
tegrity

•	 The prohibition of 
multiple representa-
tion, so an agent can 
only work for any one 
party in a transaction

•	 Stricter regulations 
for the representation 
of minors

•	 The establishment of a 
mandatory service fee 
cap, to avoid excessive 
financial incentives 
and conflicts of inter-
est

It is the last of those that 
has provoked the fiercest 
dispute from agents, be-
yond the opposition to the 
basic premise of Fifa regu-
lating. The cap is being 
described by lawyer Philip 
Wehler as a “hard-core, an-
ti-competitive measure fix-
ing purchase prices” that 
represents a “violation of 
EU anti-trust laws”.

Fifa’s position is that to 
protect the functioning of 
its transfer system in line 
with its 2001 agreement 
with the European Com-
mission, a cap is necessary 
to reduce existing finan-
cial incentives which pro-
mote player movement. 
It is also said that the cap 
is a pro-competitive mea-
sure, because lump-sum 

commissions have such a 
destabilising effect on the 
economic make-up of the 
game. Aside from how they 
incentivise movement, 
only a handful of clubs can 
pay the £20m minimum 
commission required for 
most top talent, further 
concentrating that talent 
among six to eight teams.

There is also the argu-
ment that the very nature 
of modern football ensures 
that the more money that 
swirls around the more 
player wages at a narrow-
ing top end in an escalat-
ing arms race.

Fifa want to reduce 
transfer incentives and 
nuance how service fees 
are paid, so they are pro-
portionate to salary. This 
would in essence mean 
the interests of player and 
agent are more aligned, 
increasing transparency 
regarding what footballers 
pay for. As it stands, Fifa 
posit, commission on fees 
cover a wide range of ser-
vice that agents otherwise 
tell their players is “for 
free”.

A series of agents spo-
ken to for this article say 
that reflects Fifa’s misun-
derstanding of the busi-
ness. For one, they argue, 
service fees aren’t just 
for transfers. They’re also 
for contract extensions, 
and the majority of good 
agents would never push 
a move their client doesn’t 
need, since this would be 
bad for everybody in the 
long term. What’s more, 
all modern agents right 
down to independents are 
expected to have office 
premises, player care staff, 
media, social media and 
scouts, not to mention a lot 
of expenses on travel. All 
of this is to serve the player 
and “has a direct correla-
tion to performance”.

Fifa admit it’s a “cultural 
shift” to charge players 
for this at base, but that 
it’s a more “transparent 
and fair” way of doing 
business. “It is difficult to 
understand why agents 
would not be able to is-
sue transparent invoices 
to their clients for all ad-
ditional services, which 
are not subject to the cap,” 
Kleiner says. Agents would 
respond that the cultural 
shift would be agent in-
come being restricted at 
the exact point players ex-
pect greater service.

That could also lead to 
the unintended conse-
quence of further incentiv-
ising transfers since some 
agents would instead just 
seek more commissions.

“It’s like a streaming 
service saying if artists 
aren’t happy with their 
royalties they can do more 
concerts,” one agent says. 
“Could they do it? Yes. Is 
it a solution or even ratio-
nal? No.”

The argument is again 
that super-agencies could 

more easily absorb this.
Fifa would also point out 

that the cap wouldn’t ap-
ply to sponsorship or any 
endorsement deals. The 
agents say that the vast 
majority of players - right 
up to mid-table clubs in 
even the Premier League 
- don’t have commercial 
appeal so would end up 
being the ones punished.

As regards the question 
of representing multiple 
or all parties in the same 
transfer, the motivation 
behind this is pure trans-
parency and to avoid a 
conflict of interests. The 
argument on the other side 
is that it’s simply what the 
relevant parties agree. Fifa 
would say it’s important 
because it could theoreti-
cally mean players don’t 
have the same level of in-
formation as their agents.

There is also pushback 
on the point of how more 
money goes to service fees 
than grassroots since they 
are seen as two unrelated 
areas. Agents say they only 
take a percentage of a play-
er’s salary, and that has 
nothing to do with money 
coming from or going to 
grassroots.

It is viewed by one rep-
resentative as a false com-
parison to further a carica-
ture.

Fifa would counter that 
it is highly corrosive for 
the game’s solidarity if so 
much money leaves its 
ecosystem, and that it is 
necessary for redistribu-
tion mechanisms to func-
tion. The argument there 
is to ensure less money 
goes to off-shore accounts 
or impenetrable tax ha-
vens, with that increasing 
financial transparency and 
integrity.

Agents based in England 
argue there is already a 
workable clearing house 
in the country. Fifa would 
respond they have to take 
a “global perspective” and 
create a level playing field, 
which would consequent-
ly mean the changes for 
those in England wouldn’t 
be that dramatic.

One argument outside 
England, however, is that 
amounts to control of a 
money-flow that further 
facilitates uncompetitive 
price-fixing.

Even on the issue of mi-
nors, agents would dispute 
Fifa’s position, insisting 
they require representa-
tion the most. The reality 
will still be that clubs want 
to sign the most promising 
young players. An absence 
of representation could 
just lead to more unscru-
pulous actors or illegal 
payments. Fifa’s position is 
that the rules do not pro-
hibit representation of mi-
nors, but set a reasonable 
and proportionate frame-
work.

To be contionued 
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HARRY Maguire said he 
can cope with the pres-
sure of being in the spot-
light for club and country 
after England manager 
Gareth Southgate con-
demned the “ridiculous 
treatment” meted out to 
the defender.

The  Manchester Unit-
ed  centre-back won his 
59th cap as a substitute in 
England’s 3-1 friendly win 
in Glasgow on Tuesday 
but his performance was 
marred by an own goal.

Maguire was sarcasti-
cally cheered by Scot-
land fans every time he 
touched the ball.

“It’s a joke,” said South-
gate. “I’ve never known 
a player treated the way 
he is -- not by the Scottish 
fans, by our own com-
mentators, pundits, what-
ever it is.”

Maguire, 30, has strug-
gled for playing time at 
United under Erik ten 
Hag but has remained a 
regular for England, who 
have reached the latter 
stages at the past three 
major tournaments.

“I would not say I am 
a person who struggles 
with pressure mental-
ly,” said Maguire, who 
laughed off the Scotland 
fans’ behaviour as “ban-
ter”.

“I have been through 
a lot in the last couple 
of years and I have been 
Manchester United cap-
tain for nearly four years 
(Bruno Fernandes  is the 

new captain).
“You take a huge lot of 

responsibility and every-
thing that comes with it 
and that is a lot of bad as 
well as good.

“But it was a huge hon-
our and of course it is a 
hostile environment here, 
which is how I described 
it, and they piled pressure 
on myself. I would not say 
I am used to it but I can 
deal with it.”

Maguire has only made 
one substitute appear-
ance for United so far 
this season after a move 
to  West Ham  failed to 
materialise.

He described his inter-
national career as a “big 
priority” but believes he 
can still justify his place 
in Southgate’s side by per-
forming when selected 
for England.

“I considered every-
thing and I know, at the 
moment, when I have not 
started a game in the first 
four games of the season, 
the story comes to me,” 
he said, referring to his 
club future.

“I finished off last sea-
son with two very strong 
performances for Eng-
land and I have played in 
all five matches to help 
put us where we are in 
qualifying, so I need to 
keep performing when I 
get chosen.

“Listen, at club football, 
I want to play games, I 
want to play football.

AFP 

Maguire can handle 
‘pressure’ from 
mocking rival fans

A 400% increase in the lat-
ter over the last decade 
saw a record of $696.6m 
(£557.3m) in this window, 
representing nearly 10% 
of the total spending on 
transfer fees.

That has gone hand in 
hand with the growth of 
so-called “super agencies” 
and conglomerations, the 
largest of which is CAA 
Stellar. The current condi-
tions are seen as perpetu-
ating their domination.

Pointedly, as regards big 
agency domination, even 
smaller agencies and in-
dependents dispute that. 
They say Fifa’s plans will 
merely strengthen the 
power of the “supermarket 
model”, since the larger 
companies will be able to 
weather the greater costs. 
There is also an insistence 
one of many unintended 
consequences will be the 
entry of more unscrupu-
lous agents due to a will-
ingness to offer what other 
representatives won’t.

The view of one lawyer 
working with the AFA is 
that the idea it is agent 
commissions driving the 
market is “beyond mak-
ing any sense”. All of the 
demand comes from the 
clubs. They are willing to 
pay the players so much as 
part of what has become 
a financial arms race, and 
agents merely mediate 
this. There is also a belief 
that many of the economic 
issues that Fifa describe 
also come from systemic 
dysfunctions and inequali-
ties in football’s ecosystem, 
that any problems with 
agents are only a symptom 
of.

“People read cartoon de-
scriptions of agents from 
rare transfers that bear no 
relation to the actual real-
ity of the industry,” one 
prominent agent privately 
argues.

The fact that the AFA’s 
legal challenge against the 
regulations takes place in 
the last 10 days of Septem-
ber has limited the ability 
of many involved to speak 
openly on this. That com-
ment still points to one of 
the many tensions at the 
core of this.

There are then separate 
but bigger concerns about 
how the current system 
has brought reports of 
unethical and criminal be-
haviour, as well as cases 
of abuse and even human 
trafficking.

With the matter go-
ing before the ECJ, Fifa is 



 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

ERNST Middendorp was formally introduced as Singida 
Fountain Gate FC’s new head coach, giving a full press con-
ference on Friday.

The veteran German coach- who replaced Duth tactician 
Hans van der Pluijm at the club- revealed a little more than 
had been expected, revealing, among other things, that he 
has certain standards that he expects to be fulfilled.

South Africa’s Moroka Swallows, an outfit he left in March 
this year, was Middendorp’s seventh club in the country af-
ter Maritzburg United, Kaizer Chiefs, Free State Stars, Chippa 
United, Bloemfontein Celtic and Golden Arrows.

He had left Moroka Swallows to join SV Meppen as head 
coach in his home country, Germany. He resigned from his 
post with SV Meppen two weeks ago. 

When asked why he does not stay in clubs for a long time, 
Middendorp admitted he is not an easy guy to deal with when 
his expectations are not fulfilled, he was moreover unequivo-
cal that he was not the problem.

Middendorp disclosed: “I went to Kaizer Chiefs in Decem-
ber 2018, I took over an unsettled team. We started the new 
season- 2019/20- with nearly the same squad. We brought 
only two new players and a team that ended the previous 
season at the ninth position was running for the title until 
the last day.”

The veteran coach said: “We challenged Sundowns, and 
you guys know what Mamelodi Sundowns is about. We drew 
the last game and finished one point behind Sundowns.”

“We qualified for the Champions League as first runners up 
but the management decided to tell me in front of everybody 
that the second position is a disaster. I said yeah,” the coach 
added.

“I had been with Kaizer Chiefs twice in 2005 and 2008 and 
then they brought me back in 2018. Why did they do it? I have 
been in the Bundesliga with Armenian Bielefeld three times. 
They brought me back two times, why did they do it?” Mid-
dendorp stated.

“I have been with Maritzburg, they called me every time 
they were in a deep mess or relegation. I have been there four 
times. Why did they do it? There must be something that I did 
probably right,” he noted.

The coach stressed: “I am saying and that’s for sure, I am 
not an easy guy. I have expectations, I have certain standards 
and I ask for this. Sometimes some owners or chairman or 
authorities inside the club  say it is enough now then two 
years later they scratch their heads and realize we probably 
should have kept him, let’s bring him back.” 

“Unfortunately it is not always the coach’s problem. Some-
times the club has to fulfil certain expectations.”

The gaffer stated: “Expectations start with facilities, infra-
structure and other stuff. Unfortunately, too many coaches 
just pray to keep their contracts and that’s not me. I am 
coaching because I love it and am quite sure of what I am 
doing.”

Middendorp is expected to guide Singida Fountain Gate 
FC in the side’s forthcoming 2023/24 CAF Confederation Cup 
crucial Second Preliminary Round games against Egypt’s Fu-
ture FC.

By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

DODOMA Jiji FC will 
hope to rebound from a 
2-0 defeat at the hands of 
Simba SC when the for-
mer hosts Mtibwa Sugar 
in search of a second 
win of the NBC Premier 
League season at Jamhuri 
Stadium in Dodoma today 
in the evening, with kick-
off scheduled for 7 pm.

The Dodoma outfit, 
alias ‘Walima Zabibu’, of-
fered a somewhat better 
display than the one they 
had shown on the open-
ing day against Coastal 
Union but, ironically, the 
performance in the match 
against Simba SC brought 
them zero points.

On a positive note, 
Dodoma Jiji FC’s head 
coach Melis Medo can 
draw plenty of positives 
from that tie.

On top of this, the home 

match against Mtibwa 
Sugar represents a nice 
chance for the Capital 
City boys to get back to 
winning ways.

They claimed their first 
win of the season when 
they defeated Coastal 
Union 2-1 at home on Au-

gust 15, with second-half 
goals netted by forwards, 
Raizin Hafidh and Me-
shack Mwamita.

Medo is expected to 
resist the temptation to 
shuffle his pack following 
the loss at Simba SC, al-
though there are likely to 

be some alterations, with 
striker Hassan Mwater-
ema and defensive mid-
fielder Salmin Hoza both 
in line for starts.

On the flip side, Mtibwa 
Sugar has yet to win in the 
Premier League this sea-
son, though, in the outfit’s 

last outing, it fought back 
from being a goal down 
to draw 1-1 with Coastal 
Union on August 23.

The Manungu-based 
side opened this sea-
son’s campaign with a 
4-2 home loss in a clash 
against previous season’s 
runners-up, Simba SC, in 
Morogoro.

Despite wholesale 
changes to their squad, it 
appears Mtibwa Sugar’s 
defense is still a big area 
of weakness as the side 
has conceded five goals in 
two games while the out-
fit’s attacking department 
still has bite.

In this third-round 
match, a first victory of 
the season could be on 
the menu as Mtibwa Sug-
ar can rely on the recent 
tradition since they won 
all of their last three en-
counters against Dodoma 
Jiji FC.

The bulk of the starting 
XI that took to the pitch 
in the duel against Coast-
al Union last time out is 
again expected to feature 
from the start today.

Having netted two 
goals in as many league 
games this term, forward 
Matheo Anthony will 
likely spearhead Mtibwa 
Sugar’s attack as he bids 
to overtake Azam FC’s 
Feisal Salum Abdallah in 
the scoring charts.

In head-to-head stats, 
Dodoma Jiji FC and Mtib-
wa Sugar have met in six 
league matches since the 
2020/21 season. Mtibwa 
Sugar has recorded three 
wins and two duels ended 
in a draw.

The visitors come into 
the game with the con-
fidence of having won 
all three league games 
against their hosts.

 

portant to be careful in 
the two games against 
Sudanese outfit, Al 
Merrikh.

The tactician re-
vealed: “We have 
planned to have a new 
record and history this 
season, our goals are to 
make sure we qualify 
for the CAF Champions 
League Group Stage 
and go further because 
we believe in the qual-
ity of the squad we 
have.”

The Argentine dis-
closed: “We need to be 
careful to get positive 
results in both match-
es against Al Merrikh, 
away and at home so 
that we can continue to 
move forward within 
the competition.”

“If we lose we will 
be in a bad situation, I 
don’t want to see that 

at the earliest stages of 
our season,” Gamondi 
said.

The Argentinian 
coach will be extreme-
ly reliant on the club’s 
senior players as he 
expressed that many 
have previously played 
at this level and their 
determination to re-
turn at this stage will 
be key ahead of the Al 
Merrikh match.

“I have no pressure 
because a large per-
centage of our players 
have already played in 
these competitions,” 
the tactician noted.

“They know what we 
need although there 
are things to add to 
get better results and 
move forward, looking 
at last season they did 
very well in the CAF in-
ter-club showdowns,” 

Gamondi disclosed.
Yanga qualified for 

the 2023/24 CAF Cham-
pions League Second 
Preliminary Round af-
ter commanding a 7-1 
aggregate victory over 
AS Ali Sabieh of Dji-
bouti in the First Pre-
liminary Round- with 
both games having 
been played at Azam 
Complex Stadium.

Al Merrikh defeated 
the Republic of the 
Congo Premier League 
side, Association Sport-
ive Otohô, popularly 
known as Otôho d’Oyo, 
on a 1-1 aggregate out-
come in the First Pre-
liminary Round.

The first leg, which 
took place in Braz-
zaville on August 20, 
had the clubs settling 
for a 1-1 draw, and the 
rematch, held at Stade 

Antony and Jadon 
Sancho in Manchester 
Utd squads despite 
uncertain futures
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Gamondi convinced Yanga’s quality would 
be key to downing Al Merrikh SC
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Dodoma Jiji FC chases second win in 2023/24 NBC Premier League

By correspondents Nassir Nchimbi 
& Michael Mwebe

T
ANZANIA’s Yanga 
head coach Miguel 
Gamondi is ada-
mant the quality 

of his squad will achieve his 
desire to historically lead 
the outfit to the 2023/24 CAF 
Champions League following 
two decades of absence in the 
showdown.

Yanga last played in the 
Group Stage of the premier 
continental showdown in 
1998 whereby they faced 
elimination in the stage fol-
lowing failure to notch vic-
tory- posting a draw in two 
clashes and losses in four en-
counters.

In retrospect, this is a dif-
ferent Yanga- having played 
in the 2022/23 CAF Confed-
eration Cup final with vast 
optimism- and Gamondi is fo-
cused on writing a history of 
his own in this year’s edition.

Yanga will miss the services 
of skipper Bakari Mwamnyeto 
due to family issues while the 
rest of the squad is fit for the 
match.

Argentine Gamondi, the 
NBC Premier League coach of 
the month, pointed out he is 
aware Yanga has not played in 
the Group Stage of the com-
petition, which is a difficult 
feat to achieve, and it is im-

KMC FC, JKT Tanzania 
look to bounce back 
from defeats to Yanga

Tanzania’s Yanga footballers, midfielder Salum Abubakar (L), and winger Dennis Nkane 
participate in their club’s training in Dar es Salaam recently in preparation for the 
2023/24 CAF Champions League Second Preliminary Round’s first leg versus Al Merrikh 
of Sudan to be held in Rwanda tomorrow. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

Footballers making Dodoma Jiji FC feature in training as they geared up for the previous season’s 
Premier League. PHOTO: COURTESY OF DODOMA JIJI FC

  By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

 
HOSTS Kinondoni Municipal Council FC and JKT Tanzania 

will both be determined to bounce back from their recent 
heavy losses to Young Africans SC in the 2023/24 NBC Pre-
mier League when they meet at Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Sa-
laam in the afternoon, with kick-off scheduled for 2 pm.

 Kinondoni Municipal Council FC, under head coach Ab-
dihamid Moallin, remains winless after two rounds of the 
2023/24 league season.

 Their latest disappointment arrived on August 23 at the 
Azam Complex Stadium in Dar es Salaam as they were 
thrashed 5-0 by Young Africans SC, popularly known as Yan-
ga.

 Moallin knows it is far too early for the Kinondoni-based 
team to be worried by their poor start to the season, none-
theless, he will demand a re-focus for what should be a fear-
some encounter against JKT Tanzania.

 Playing in their familiar environment of Uhuru Stadium 
against a newly-promoted side, Kinondoni Municipal Council 
FC will be confident to end the wait for a first victory of the 
campaign to climb out of the drop zone at this early stage of 
the campaign.

As for the visitors, JKT Tanzania will come into the game 
having had a mixed start to the club’s campaign in the 
2023/24 NBC Premier League season.

While they began the campaign on a high by defeating 
Namungo FC 1-0 on the road, they were soon brought back 
to earth with a 5-0 loss away to Premier League defending 
champions, Yanga, in their second game.

The defeat will have been a wake-up call for JKT Tanzania 
players, and head coach Malale Hamsini, as they bid to finish 
in the top half of the NBC Premier League table this season.

Hamsini may look to make several alterations to his start-
ing XI, and attacker Daniel Lyanga could be given the nod to 
lead the line.

Sixtus Sabilo and Edward Songo will both hope to keep 
their places on either side of Lyanga in a front three, with 
Hassan Dilunga and Hassan Nassoro remaining key men in 
midfield.

In head-to-head stats, Kinondoni Municipal Council FC 
and JKT Tanzania have met in six league matches since the 
2018/19 season.

Kinondoni Municipal Council FC has claimed three wins 
compared to one for the military side, while two matches 
have ended in a draw.

The teams have not met in the top flight since the 2020/21 
season, in which JKT Tanzania won 2-0 at home before Ki-
nondoni Municipal Council FC claimed revenge in the return 
game with a 5-2 triumph.

Huye in Rwanda, had 
the clubs being locked 
to a 0-0 draw and the 
aggregate results went 
in favour of Al Merrikh.

Meanwhile, Yanga’s 
skipper, Mwamnyeto, is 
not part of the outfit’s 
26-man squad traveling 
to Rwanda ahead of the 
2023/24 CAF Champi-
ons League Second Pre-
liminary Round’s first 
leg against Sudan’s Al 
Merrikh.

Yanga departed Julius 
Nyerere International 
Airport in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday without the 
club’s captain who has 
family issues to sort out.

According to the 
club’s statement, 
Mwamnyeto was grant-
ed leave by head coach 
Gamondi.

Mwamnyeto- who 
joined Yanga three 
years ago from Coastal 
Union- has been a pillar 
of strength for the Pre-
mier League defending 
champions.

The tall center-back 
played both games 
against ASAS Djibouti 
in the First Preliminary 
Round, guiding Yanga to 
a 10-1 aggregate victory 
which set a date with Al 
Merrikh.

Gamondi, who has 
heavily rotated his play-
ers in the early matches 
of the season, has three 
center-back options 
against Al Merrikh.

Dickson Job and Ibra-
him Hamad ‘Bacca’ are 
likely to start while 
Ugandan international, 
Gift Fred, is an option 
from the bench against 
Al Merrikh.

The first leg of the 
Second Preliminary 
Round for the CAF 
Champions League will 
be played at Kigali Pele 

Stadium in Rwanda to-
morrow, while the sec-
ond leg will be played at 
Azam Complex Stadium 
in Dar es Salaam on Sep-
tember 30.

The Sudanese gi-
ants are honouring 
their home game in the 
Rwandan city of Huye 
due to political unrest in 
their country, which has 
so far left hundreds of 
people dead and many 
others destabilized.

The team has been 
in Rwanda for the past 
month and has played 
friendly games against 
Rayon Sports and Kiy-
ovu Sports to keep their 
players in shape.

To set a date with 
Yanga, Al Merrikh 
edged out Republic of 
the Congo’s AS Otoho. 
The two teams played 
out a 1-1 draw in the first 
leg in Congo Brazzaville 
on August 20 before 
settling for a goalless 
draw in the return leg in 
Rwanda that enabled Al 
Merrikh to go through 
on away goals rule.

Goalkeepers: Djigui 
Diarra, Metacha Mnata, 
and Aboutwalib Msher-
ry

Defenders: Dickson 
Job, Gift Fred, Nickson 
Kibabage, Lomalisa Mu-
tambala, and Kouassi 
Yao

Midfielders: Khalid 
Aucho, Jonas Mkude, Za-
wadi Mauya, Mudathir 
Yahya, Salum Abubakar, 
Farid Mussa, Jesus Molo-
ko, Chrispin Ngushi, 
Dennis Nkane, and 
Mahlatse Makudubela

Forwards: Maxi Nz-
engeli, Pacome Zouz-
oua, Stephane Aziz Ki, 
Clement Mzize, Kenne-
dy Musonda, and Hafiz 
Konkoni
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