
 By Carlos Banda

THE United Nations Capital Develop-
ment Fund (UNCDF) and the European 
Union (EU) have provided 9bn/- in grants 

to the Energy ministry for 44 enterprises 
engaged in the cook fund programme to 
boost the uptake of clean cooking tech-
nologies.

Judith Kapinga, the deputy minister, 

said at the cheque handing ceremony 
over the weekend in Dar es Salaam that 
the cook fund programme is meant to 

Govt cautions riparian states 
on Lake Tanganyika ecology
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BUSINESS NMB Bank disburses 1.8trn/- in 
loans to 168,900 women SMEs 

 By Guardian Reporter
 

NMB Bank has 
dished out 
over 1.8trn/- to 
168,600 wom-

en Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) during 
the first 10 months ( Janu-
ary to October) this year 
cementing the bank’s role 
in catalyzing sustainable 
economic growth.

  This aligns with the 
bank’s ambitious strat-
egy that seeks to enhance 
women’s economic em-
powerment across the 
country.

  Speaking during a 
women networking event 
held by the bank in Dar 
es Salaam at the week-
end, the NMB Bank Chief 
Shared Services Nenyu-
ata Mejooli reiterated the 
bank’s commitment to 
supporting financial inclu-
sion for women adding 
that her bank believes that 
women empowerment is 
a catalyst to sustainable 
socio-economic develop-
ment.

  “At NMB bank, we are 
committed to bridge the 
financial inclusion gap 
and we will continue to 
work towards our aspira-
tion by extending bank-
ing services to the under-
banked across the country 
including women. So far 
this year, we have already 

NAIROBI

The International Finance 
Corporation(IFC) is set to invest Sh31.96 
billion ($210 million) in an agribusiness 
project by Italian firm, Eni Kenya.

The IFC said the investment in the 
form of a senior loan will support capi-
tal requirements by Eni Kenya towards 
the construction and operation of agri-
processing plants in the country.

The project is projected to cost 
Sh32.41 billion ($213 million) with the 
World Bank’s private sector lending arm 
promising to help mobilise an addition-
al Sh11.41 billion ($75 million) from other 
lenders.

Eni has initiated a biofuel project in 
Kenya that involves the contractual en-
gagement of third-party farmers and 
aggregators to supply oil seeds (feed-
stock) to Eni-owned agri-processing 
plants in Makueni and Kwale counties. 
Eni Kenya’s third agri-processing plant 
is planned for construction in Nakuru 
county and a fourth at a location yet to 
be determined.

In the strategy by Eni Kenya, the seeds 
will be processed to produce vegetable 
oils for export to Eni bio-refineries in 
Italy and further refined into different 
bio-energy products (biofuels).

The firm will develop and oversee 
supply chains for the agri-hubs, includ-

ing 200,000 hectares of oilseeds pro-
duction, and reaching over 200,000 
smallholder farmers through contract-
ed aggregators.

“The biofuels will be International 
Sustainability and Carbon Certification 
certified as advanced biofuels, being 
produced from “low indirect land-use 
change” feedstocks that do not compete 
with food production because these 
non-edible oilseeds, like castor and cro-
ton, are grown on degraded lands not 
suitable for food production and/or are 
grown in rotation/intercropping with 
food crops,” the IFC said.

Testing the market
Eni Kenya in October 2022 an-

nounced that it had shipped out its first 
batch of vegetable oil for biorefining, 
raising the prospects of its production 
hub in Makueni.

The firm exported the cargo to its 
Gela bio-refinery in Sicily as it targets to 
produce 2,500 tonnes of bio-fuel by the 
end of 2022 and 20,000 tonnes by the 
end of this year.

The shipment marked the pilot phase 
of Kenya’s bid to produce aviation fuel 
and hydrogenated vegetable oil diesel 
and cut reliance on pure fossil fuels.

Production of biofuel is part of the 
global shift to clean fuels and reduce 
carbon emissions that have significantly 
polluted the environment.

IFC invests Sh 32 
billion in Kenya’s 
biofuel project

 By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE United Nation Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) has donated the twen-
ty drying fish racks to fishermen in Pan-
gani and Bagamoyo districts to  meet 
market requirements, improve quality 
and standards of dried sardines.

Prudence Constantine, the Director 
of Emergency Operation and Com-
munications Centre in the Minister of 
State at the Prime Minister’s Office said 
over the weekend in Bagamoyo district, 
Coast region that   the donation is co-
funded by the UNDP –Japan  project.

He said 600 artisan fisheries (women 
and youth) in the Mafia, Bagamoyo, and 
Pangani Coast region were provided 
intensive capacity-building training on 
business management and entrepre-
neurship skills.

He said with support to three coop-
erative societies in Bagamoyo, Pangani, 
and Mafia for preparation of feasibility 
study reports and financial models for 
the Sardine Drying facilities.

 The installation of 20 dry fish racks 
in Bagamoyo and Pangani will help fish-
ermen meet market requirements and 
improve the quality and standards of 
dried sardines.

Constantine said UNDP supported 
Tanzania to establish a mechanism to 
oversee maritime safety and security 
activities to tackle  Illegal, unreported, 
and unregulated  (IUU) fishing, mari-
time pollution, smuggling, and traffick-
ing.

In addition to the aforementioned 
initiative, the project will also provide a 
high-speed patrol boat to enhance the 
safety of the Indian Ocean coast.

The director urged all beneficiaries of 
the project to make the facilities more 
sustainable to empower women and 
youth businesses in Bagamoyo, Panga-
ni, and Mafia.

Pangani Lord Mayor  Akida Baholela 
said expressed gratitude for the assis-
tance from UNDP and the Government 
of Japan, dedicated to supporting the 
youth and women in Pangani  specifi-
cally Kipumbwi village.

“ It is anticipated that 61 percent of 
trained males and 39 percent of trained 

females will utilize the newly equipped 
10 dry fish racks to dry 1,000 kilograms 
of fish,” he stated

UNDP Head of Inclusive Growth Pillar 
Emmanuel Nnko said  they have hand-
ing over 20 fish drying racks in Baga-
moyo and Kipumbwi, to replace   the 
age-old tradition of drying fish on the 
sand or floor.

“This initiative promises to enhance 
their fish products’ quality and create 
opportunities for increased income, 
thanks to UNDP, institute of Rural De-
velopment Planning (IRDP), PMO, and 
Japan’s Government financial support. 
This partnership stands as a beacon of 
positive change, economic empower-
ment, and sustainable practices across 
three districts”.he said

The Coordinator for Economic Coop-
eration at the Japan Embassy Chie Mi-
yashita, expressed that the government 
of Japan is proud to support Tanzania’s 
initiatives to expedite economic em-
powerment for women and youth and 
enhance the capacity of SMEs in Baga-
moyo, Pangani, and Mafia.

 She emphasized that the Embassy of 
Japan is dedicated to supporting wom-
en and youth in improving sustainable 
productivity, climate resilience, and the 
commercialization of fisheries.

The UNDP and IRDP have collabo-
rated to develop feasibility studies and 
business plans for cooperatives in the 
districts of Pangani, Bagamoyo, and Ma-
fia.

The main objective of the collabora-
tion is to empower small-scale fisher-
ies and enhance the value of sea crops 
such as sardines, seaweed, and sea cu-
cumbers.

  The business plans that have been 
developed for these three districts will 
enable access to financing from finan-
cial institutions, which will support the 
construction of the fisheries industry 
and enhance the value of sea crops for 
both the local and international mar-
kets.

The event was attended by senior rep-
resentatives from the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO), UNDP, the  Embassy  of 
Japan, IRDP, and other stakeholders.

UNDP donates drying 
fish racks to Bagamoyo 
and Pangani fishermen 

opened 2.3 million ac-
counts for women this 
year,” Mejooli said.

 Mejooli said that as part 
of fulfilling its commit-
ment to women empow-
erment, her bank in No-
vember 2020, launched its 
‘Jasiri Bond’ preposition, 
a platform that seeks to 
empower and drive finan-
cial inclusion for women 

across various sectors not 
only in Tanzania but Sub-
Saharan Africa as well.

  “The proceedings of 
the bond aimed at provid-
ing affordable financing 
to women-led businesses 
and businesses that direct-
ly affect women,” she add-
ed.  Mejooli noted that the 
bank will continue rolling 
out financial literacy cam-

paigns across the coun-
try as part of its efforts to 
build capacity for various 
groups including women.

 The NMB Bank Head of 
Business Alex Mgeni dur-
ing the event noted that 
the bank has already em-
barked on plans to estab-
lish a national women da-
tabase so as to ensure that 
it provides tailor-made 

banking services to wom-
en across various sectors.

 “We have already iden-
tified some of the key sec-
tors and our quest is to 
ensure that we bring on 
board all the women in 
our database. This data-
base will ensure that we 
provide both tailor-made 
and timely banking servic-
es to women,” Mgeni said.

Dar students benefit from education 
on banking, financial management

NMB Bank’s Chief if Shared Services, Nenyuata Mejooli (C), has a word with the Chairperson of the National Women 
Empowerment Forum, Fatma Kange (L), at a meeting held in Dar es Salaam organized by the Bank and which brought 
together leaders of various women-led institutions. They are with  NMB Bank Dar es Salaam acting zone manager, Ferdnand 
Mpona. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 NBC Bank chief operations officer, Alelio Lowassa (standing), speaks to students of Dar es Salaam Tambaza Secondary School, who participated in a short 
seminar on financial education and savings conducted by the bank at the school at the weekend. Also present were the Headmaster of the School, Hussein 
Mavumba (2nd R), teachers, and other senior officials of the bank. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 By Guardian Reporter

CROSS-section of Tambaza Sec-
ondary School students have ben-
efited with education on banking 
issues and the importance of culti-
vating a savings culture, thanks to 
the initiative made by the National 
Bank of Commerce (NBC).

The bank’s initiative aims to 
provide opportunities for the stu-
dents to learn about financial mat-
ters in order to cultivate a culture 
of saving, develop entrepreneurial 
ideas, and understand how to use 
financial institutions to build their 
economy.

The seminar led by NBC’s head 
of operations, Alelio Lowassa, ac-
companied by other senior offi-
cials from the bank, including the 
head of customer service, Salama 
Mussa, Director of Audit Depart-
ment,  Fulgence Shiraji, and other 
officials, took place in the school. 
The Tambaza Headmaster, Hus-
sein Mavumba, and some teachers 
and students, hosted the event.

Lowassa stated that it is impor-
tant because it aims to build finan-
cial awareness and skills in the 
young generation, including those 
who are expected to complete 
secondary education and pursue 
higher education, as well as those 
who will enter the workforce.

“Financial education for stu-
dents is important because it ena-
bles them to understand early on 
how to manage and control their 
finances, create and follow budg-
ets, and make sound financial de-
cisions. It also teaches them the 
importance of saving, investing, 
and using credit wisely. We believe 
that these are the entrepreneurs, 
investors, and officials of tomor-
row, so it is important to start 
preparing them early so that they 
can also learn how to use financial 
institutions to uplift themselves,” 
she explained.

She said that the lack of financial 
and entrepreneurial education 
among students has been causing 
some of them to struggle to keep 
up with the economic pace in their 
communities when they graduate, 
resulting in them falling into the 
trap of poverty, especially when 
they can’t find employment.

“This situation has been leading 
some of them to engage in drug 
abuse and other immoral activities 
within society,’’ she said.

The training included presenta-
tions on various topics related to 
finance and entrepreneurship, as 
well as providing opportunities 
for the students to respond to and 
discuss various aspects related to 
the topics. Various prizes, includ-

ing jerseys from clubs participat-
ing in the NBC Premier League, 
footballs, and personal gifts, were 
handed over to the school man-
agement and different students. 
While at the school, bank officials 
also participated in a tree planting 
activity for fruit and shade trees in 
the school premises.

School headmaster, Mavumba, 
expressed his gratitude to NBC 
Bank for providing the training 
and emphasized its importance. 
He highlighted that this education 
would benefit the students, espe-
cially those about to graduate, by 
equipping them with knowledge 
about saving and entrepreneurial 
skills, even if they couldn’t pursue 
higher education.

“These kinds of sessions are very 
important, unfortunately not all 
students have been able to receive 
it. Not all graduating students are 
successful in finding employment, 
but many of them decide to be 
self-employed. In such cases, en-
trepreneurship education and 
proper financial management can 
be more beneficial to them. Even 
those who continue with higher 
education find this education 
very helpful in saving and using 
the funds they receive from the 
government as student loans...we 
thank NBC for this education and 

the various gifts they have provid-
ed us,” he expressed his gratitude.’’ 
He mentioned.

Speaking on behalf of their fel-
low students, Siti Omary and Er-
ick Massawe thanked NBC Bank 
for providing the training and 
promised to put it into practice, 
especially in the field of saving. 
Furthermore, they pledged to 
continue being ambassadors to 
spread this education to other stu-
dents due to its importance.

“We are very grateful to NBC for 
deciding to bring this important 
education to us. We believe that 
this education will also be pro-
vided to our peers in other schools 
because many of us are still fac-
ing challenges in understanding 
the importance of saving and lack 
entrepreneurial education. This 
is the reason why we have seen 
many of our colleagues struggling 
to start their own businesses after 
graduation and relying on employ-
ment,” said  Siti.

The step is just a continuation 
of the bank’s efforts in education, 
where through its Wajibika pro-
gramme; it has provided scholar-
ships to 1000 students studying 
vocational training through VETA 
(Vocational Education and Train-
ing Authority) in the country.
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UN capital fund, EU in 9bn/-
grant for clean cooking kits

Board seeks 
investors 
into sisal 
value chains

 By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Sisal Board (TSB) managers 
are seeking out investors for sisal process-
ing plants, citing earning potential for a 
processed tonne of the crop as hovering be-
tween 0.8m/- and 1m/-.

Saddy Kambona, TSB director general 
made the call over the weekend at an in-
vestment, business and tourism symposium 
tied with the launch of the latest investment 
guide.

The government has shown its readiness 
to revamp the crop, which in 1964 brought 
the country 65 percent of foreign exchange 
earnings, which started to deteriorate with 
nationalisation of sisal estates and collapse of 
credit chains, followed by sharp world mar-
ket price decline.

No other crop has proved as valuable ever 
since, with brief coffee world market surge 
for instance in 1976 meanwhile as restart of 
sisal estate investments was in the 1990s after 
privatisation.

TSB seeks move investments especially in 
different spheres of the crop value chain, he 
said, affirming that its future is promising, 
thus its current price and demand levels pro-
vide an opportunity.

TSB is ready to help investors by provid-
ing them with extension services on suitable 
sisal to be harvested, directing them to suit-
able areas for planting the crop and locating 
processing plants, he stated.

Efforts to raise sisal production that has 
declining for a long time were rekindled in 
2019 with the government declaring sisal as a 
strategic crop, instituting a big push in moti-
vating small farmers to get into sisal farming 
to restore its past glory, he elaborated.

The farmers’ response to cultivate this 
crop is encouraging, with   small farmers acre-
age increasing to 20,000 hectares, with the 
crop being in various stages of production.

This response provides a great opportuni-
ty for investment in sisal processing and
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan pictured at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday bidding farewell to Romanian President Klaus Iohannis, who had just wrapped up a four-day 
state visit to Tanzania. Photo: State House 
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Crusade to 
eradicate 
malaria in 
Msalala
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 KINSHASA

TENS of thousands of candidates, includ-
ing 26 candidates running for the highest 
office, yesterday officially launched a month-
long election campaign in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), in a tense political 
climate and against the backdrop of armed 
conflict in the east.

Opposition heavyweights did not hesitate 
to motivate their bases, while President Félix 
Tshisekedi, who is seeking a second term in 
office, held a series of inaugurations as his 
team trumpeted his achievements in a wide 
range of fields.

The president himself saw things through 
from day one, with a meeting at the Martyrs’ 
Stadium in Kinshasa, while the previous elec-
tion’s leading candidate, Martin Fayulu, gave 
a ringing speech in a neighbouring province.

It is expected that on December 20 up-
wards of 44 million registered voters out of 
a population of around 100 million will be 
called upon to elect the president, and from 
over 100,000 candidates pick legislative, pro-
vincial and municipal seat winners.

DRC starts 
general 
election 
campaign

NMB Bank disburses 
1.8trn/- in loans to 
168,900 women SMEs 

Recommendations on 
agriculture to payoff
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Lake Tanganyika is 
more than a basket 
of food for our 
communities and 
its basin is home 
to more than 13 
million people
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Bagamoyo district commissioner Halima Okash (R, foreground, in black head-cloth), Hassan Maajar Trust chairperson 
Mwanaidi  Sinare Maajar (to her right) and HMT deputy chairman Sharif Maajar (next to the chairperson) look on in Bagamoyo 
at the weekend as Jasmin Juma, a pupil at the historical coastal town’s Majengo Primary School, learns how to use a computer. 
It was shortly after launch of a computer application classroom built with funding from trust. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Tanzania Revenue Authority commissioner general Alphayo Kidata (L, foreground) leads a ‘Thanks to Taxpayers Walk’ held in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Right is the authority’s Taxpayer Education and Communication director, Richard Kayombo. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Govt cautions riparian states on Lake Tanganyika ecology

Dar es Salaam Water and Sanitation Authority (Dawasa) acting CEO Kiula Kingu (L) exchanges documents with an M/S Sinphydro Company representative from China on 
Saturday after they signing an agreement on the implementation of a water infrastructure development project for South Dar es Salaam. Photo: Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

The country’s Independent Electoral 
Commission (CENI), saying it is deter-
mined to organise the elections on 
time, faces logistical difficulties across 
the 2.3m sq. km of land with limited 
road links.

Trésor Kibangula, a political analyst 
at the Ebuteli research institute, said 
there is a political agenda that wants 
elections to be held on time, but there 
are doubts about technical capacity.

Sylvain Lesoye, a priest interviewed 
in a commune on the outskirts of Kin-
shasa, affirmed that from an organisa-
tional point of view, the commission 
does not inspire confidence, referring 
in particular to the poor quality of vot-
ers’ cards, whose inscriptions and pho-
tos have faded.

Political science lecturer Jean-Luc 
Kong said the CENI knows that this is a 
challenge it must take up as its credibil-
ity is at stake. “What’s frightening is the 
crisis in the east,” he asserted.

Violence by armed groups has been 
going on for almost 30 years in the re-
gion, which is experiencing a peak in 
crisis with the return to the scene of an 
erstwhile dormant rebellion (the M23), 
supported by neighboring Rwanda, 
which has seized large swathes of North 
Kivu Province.

Because of the conflict, two territories 
in the province will not be able to vote, 
but as the provincial capital, Goma, has 
not been seized by rebels, the process 
has not been compromised, he stated.

The president insisted that M23 re-
bels will not take Goma, a pain for his-
reelection drive as the return of peace 
was a priority in his campaign back in 
2018, while also pledging to improve 
the daily lives of the Congolese people. 

He pledged to diversify the economy, 
build roads and public buildings, and 
respect freedom of the press and ex-
pression, observers noted, affirming 
that the overall picture is mixed, with 
the opposition seeing it as catastrophic.

It paints a gloomy picture of the situ-
ation and immediately cries about or-
ganised fraud in the polls, referring for 
instance to Fayulu, who is widely seen 
toi have had his victory stolen from him 
in 2018.

This time the candidate, once the fa-
vorite of the country’s influential Catho-
lic Church hierarchy, faces stiff oppo-
sition from Moïse Katumbi, a former 
governor of the once-troubled copper 
rich Katanga Province, and Nobel lau-
reate Dr Denis Mukwege, winner of the 
2018 Nobel Peace Prize for his work on 
behalf of raped women, apart from two 
former prime ministers.

Key representatives of five opposition 
figures met in South Africa during the 
past week to discuss the possibility of a 
joint candidacy against the incumbent 
president, who is clearly the favourite in 
a single-round election.

A coalition was formed, and a com-
mon program adopted, but only by the 
emissaries of four candidates as the 
Fayulu camp did not sign up to the pro-
ject.

Analysts say that voters are divided 
on the value of voting, as in the case of 
Eunice (20), a geography student, who 
will be voting for the first time.

She says she is happy to do so for the 
candidate of her choice, whom she ex-
pect shall work to improve living condi-
tions.

As for Ezekiel, a 24-year-old student 
in business computing, says he’s disil-
lusioned. There will be fraud, just like in 
2018, he says, snorting that he will not 
waste his time to go to the voting centre.

accelerate adoption of 
clean cooking solutions 
by supporting entrepre-
neurs in the clean energy 
sector, to widen familiari-
sation.

The programme fo-
cuses on Dar es Salaam, 
Coast, Morogoro, Dodoma 
and Mwanza regions as a 
pilot phase, with other 
regions lined up for a 
new phase in future, she 
stated.

The cheques were 
handed to enterprises 
that were fully approved 
for the grant, expected to 
serve new beneficiaries 
in their respective areas 
over the next three years, 
she stated.

 “With this support we 
are going to reach 503,119 
new beneficiaries in their 
respective areas and cre-
ate 748 direct and indirect 
jobs,” she asserted, hailing 
the successful applicants 
set to implement the pro-
gramme.

Cedric Merel, the EU 
head of delegation, said 
the project will enable a 
visible contribution to pri-
vate sector investments 
in clean cooking energy, 
in view of rapid urbanisa-
tion locally and globally, 
where solutions for clean 
cooking are urgently on 
demand.

The new grantees join 

16 initial recipients, with 
UNDF acting as the fund 
managers and primary 
program implementer, of-
fering on-going support to 
grant recipients.

It seeks to ensure effec-
tive fund utilisation, pro-
moting technical capacity 
building and monitoring 
programme operations 
for accountability, he ex-
plained.

Immanuel Muro, the 
programme manager at 
UNCDF, said the agency is 
seeking to build a diversi-
fied energy mix, channel-
ling resources towards 
clean cooking technolo-
gies that replace harmful 
cooking practices. This 
will ensure a more sus-
tainable and resilient en-
ergy future for the coun-
try, he observed.

The cook fund provides 
financial and technical 
assistance to eligible en-
trepreneurs to accelerate 
market roll-out of clean 
cooking solutions (stoves 
and fuels) for improved 
social, economic and en-
vironmental conditions.

It finances capital ex-
penditures and/or work-
ing capital for building 
internal capacity of busi-
nesses involved in the 
production, importation, 
distribution, wholesale or 
retail of stoves, fuels or 
related products and ser-
vices, he added.

UN capital 
fund, EU in 
9bn/- grant 
for cleaner 
cooking kits
FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Reporter

COUNTRIES bordering 
Lake Tanganyika need 
to take urgent action 

to curb excessive settlements 
and economic activities that 
damaging the water body, filling 
it with stand and occasioning 
biodiversity loss.

Dr Selemani Jafo, the Union 
and Environment state minis-
ter in the Vice President’s Office 
(VPO) issued this appeal at the 
11th ordinary ministerial meet-
ing of the Lake Tanganyika Au-
thority (LTA) in the Zambian 

capital of Lusaka.
VPO said in a statement on his 

remarks that it is every coun-
try’s responsibility to curb the 
major threats facing the lake, 
chiefly ecological instability 
from environmental damage.

 He said the situation in the 
lake is a result legacy of eco-
nomic and social activities in 
the lake basin, including fishing, 
agriculture, breeding, settle-
ments and mining.

 “Lake Tanganyika is more 
than a basket of food for our 
communities and its basin is 
home to more than 13 million 
people,” he said, noting that 

it connects four surrounding 
countries, which have to coop-
erate in ensuring conservation 
if the lake’s ecological endow-
ments..

It is important to evaluate the 
progress made towards the sus-
tainable use of resources and 
implementation of projects un-
der the regional plan, he said, 
ahead of signing the protocol 
for the development of aqua-
culture in Lake Tanganyika and 
its basin. 

The minister lauded the de-
velopment partners for their 
efforts in enabling the sustain-
able management of Lake Tan-

ganyika with the projects they 
are funding, underlining the 
concern of the government 
over the issue of sustainable 
development of the Lake Tang-
anyika Basin.

He also congratulated Dr Col-
lins Nzovu, the Green Economy 
and Environment minister for 
Zambia, in taking over as chair-
man of the ministerial confer-
ence relating to Lake Tanganyi-
ka.

Prosper Dodiko, the Environ-
ment, Agriculture and Live-
stock minister for Burundi, the 
outgoing ministerial conference 
chairman attended the meet-

ing, as well as Adrien Bokele 
Djema, the Fisheries and Live-
stock minister for the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
plus Sylvain Mukanga, Burundi 
national who heads the LTA sec-
retariat as executive director. 

Abdallah Hassan Mitawi, the 
VPO deputy permanent secre-
tary, director of environment 
Kemilembe Mutasa and as-
sistant director Dr Deogratius 
Paul accompanied the minister, 
with the ministerial conference 
grouping

Tanzania, Zambia, Burundi 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC).

DRC launches Dec 20 
vast election campaign

FROM PAGE 1

similar ventures, as the country 
seeks out long forgotten export 
markets, he said, noting that the 
government was firm in ensuring 
sisal production improves.

It is vital that prospective in-

vestors use the opportunity to 
participate in the production of 
the crop to raise overall wealth 
and own income. he said, noting 
that TSB has drawn up strategies 
to revive the crop from the cur-
rent 36,000 tonnes annually to 
120,000 tonnes before the end of 

the decade.
Local sisal production was 

started late 19th century by the 
German East Africa Company, 
having overall control of the terri-
tory from 1884 to 1900 whereup-
on a formal administration was 
set up over the territory.

 Sisal was continually produced 
during the colonial period and 
was the territory’s largest export 
for its cordage and carpets world-
wide, chiefly grown in Tanga, Mo-
rogoro, Kilimanjaro, Coast, Lindi 
and Mtwara, he added.

Board seeks investors into sisal value chains
FROM PAGE 1
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Merging of Kinondoni and Kijitonyama branches 

Akiba Commercial Bank Plc. is pleased to inform its customers and 
the general public that the Bank will merge Kinondoni and 
Kijitonyama branches effectively from 20th December 2023. This 
strategic decision is aligned with our objectives of optimizing our 
branch network for efficiency with enhanced customer experience 
through improved digital channels. As a result of this merger, the 
Kinondoni branch will be closed and all accounts currently held at 
the branch will be migrated to Kijitonyama branch located at Letsya 
Tower Building, Bagamoyo Road. 

The Bank will ensure a smooth migration of our Kinondoni branch 
customers and stakeholders while maintaining excellent customer 
service.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for 
your continued trust and loyalty. We value your banking relationship 
with us, and are committed to continue serving you with excellence.

For more information, please visit our website, www.acbbank.co.tz 
and social pages or contact your Branch Manager, Relationship 
Officer or our Customer Service Center number,  0746 811 510.

Management

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER AVAILABLE IN DSM

DETAILS

MAKE    :   TOYOTA
MODEL    :   LANDCRUISER
YEAR     :   2003
MILE AGE   :   87825KM
TRANSMISSION  :   AUTOMATIC
ENGINE NO    :   2UZ9112510
FUEL USED   :   PETROL

Description

2003 Landcruiser available in DSM Vingunguti industrial.

Please call us on 0685821317

CAR FOR SALE

By Correspondent 
Marc Nkwame, Man-
yara

a R t i s a n a l 
miners in Man-
yara want the road 
which links arusha 
with the Mirerani 
Hills via Mbuguni 
be upgraded so as 
to provide a direct 
route from the city 
to the tanzanite 
quarries.

that was among 
the issues raised 
over the weekend 
during the Mirerani 
Miners meeting 
with the Minister 
of Minerals, antho-
ny Mavunde who 
toured the gem-
stone producing 
sites.

the small-scale 
miners, who oper-
ate and trade from 
arusha, explained 
that at the moment 
when shuttling 
between arusha 
and Mirerani Hills 
they are forced to 
travel through the 
Kilimanjaro inter-
national airport 
junction, which is a 
rather long journey.

it is 40 kilome-
ters from arusha to 
Kilimanjaro airport 
Junction along the 
Moshi Road, where 
one has to travel 
for about 30 more 
kilometers towards 
Mirerani.

But according to 
the miners, more 
than 40 kilometers 
will be saved if the 
road between aru-
sha and Mirerani 
via Mbuguni in 
Meru District could 
be upgraded to al-

Miners want better road linking arusha, Mirerani
low direct link between the city and the 
mines. simanjiro MP, Christopher ole 
sendeka also called for the road linking 
the Magufuli Gate, which is the entry into 
the mines, to the Mirerani township, be 
paved to tarmac level.

 “i am glad that the government has 
seen this importance as well because we 
understand a special budget has been set 
aside to this effect,” said ole sendeka.

the legislator also advised that the 
roads inside the walled Mirerani Mines, 
most of which lead to the mining blocs, 
especially those operated by small scale 
miners also should be rehabilitated at 
gravel level, because the ongoing rains 
have rendered them impassable.

Manyara Regional Commissioner, 
Queen sendiga said funds have been ear-
marked for the proposed rehabilitation 
of the road connecting the Magufuli Gate 
entry to the Block D mining site.

 “we expect the works to commence 
during the next fiscal year whose budget 
has set aside the funds for the planned 
project,” she revealed.

Minister for Minerals, anthony Ma-
vunde said there are concerted efforts to 
transform the mining sector in the coun-
try for it to operate on full scale.

 “the Mining sector still generates 
ample revenues but only operates at 
less than 40 percent of its potential,” he 
maintained.

By Guardian Reporter

tHe Hassan Maajar trust (HMt) 
has handed over a computer build-
ing with thirteen computers to Ma-
jengo primary school in Bagamoyo 
District, Coast Region.

the donation is a continuation of 
HMt’s intervention to improve the 
learning environment in schools.

HMt Chairperson, ambassador 
Mwanaidi sinare Maajar presented 
the building and computers to Ma-
jengo primary school Head teacher, 
Magdalena tiothem amsi.

she said they have spent 32m/- to 
construct the building and another 
$10,000 to purchase the comput-
ers with assistance from nos Vies en 
Paratage Foundation (nVeP) which 
is sponsored by President and Ceo 
of Barrick Gold Corporation, Mark 
Bristow. amb Maajar said: “this is 
part of HMt’s aim to adopt a school, 
improve the learning environment 
through construction or renovation 
of the infrastructure. we are now 
looking for partners to join forces to 

renovate five buildings at Majengo 
primary school.”

she said when HMt launched its 
campaign ‘a Desk for every Child’ 
which succeeded in providing 
10,000 desks, that benefitted over 
30,000 students in 13 regions coun-
trywide, it also saw the need to pro-
vide computer rooms to enable pu-
pils to get the important computer 
skills speaking during the hand over 
event in Bagamoyo over the week-
end, Bagamoyo District Commis-
sioner, Halima okash lauded HMt, 
for its decision to highlight and at 
the same time tackle the challenges 
to improve the learning environ-
ment in schools.

she noted that HMt’s donation of 
desks, books (reading corners), con-
struction of toilets and now a com-
puter building is commendable as 
they are helping the government in 
improving the education sector.

okash said the donations and 
various fundraising events such as 
dinner gala, charity walk and book 
sale the trust succeeded to a large 

extent to raise awareness, acknowl-
edging that the responsibility of im-
proving the learning environment 
in schools cannot be left to the gov-
ernment alone. Representative from 
Barrick, Georgia Mutagahywa said: 
“nVeP and Barrick are delighted to 
have partnered with HMt consid-
ering the importance of it in work 
and in individual development and 
the country’s development in gen-
eral. Barrick recognizes the need for 
children to learn it early in life and 
hence the readiness to contribute 
towards this worthy project.

Majengo Primary school Head 
teacher, Magdalena tiothem amsi, 
thanked HMt for providing the 
building and computers.

she said: “the building will en-
able students to learn in a friendly 
environment and have access to it 
education—a worldwide require-
ment.  the need for computers has 
long been a major challenge in our 
school, we are grateful for this sup-
port from HMt and Barrick”, she 
added.

Relief as primary school in Bagamoyo 
given well-equipped computer building

Emmanuel Mganda (2nd-R), a soil researcher with the Mlingano centre of the Tanzania Agricultural Research 
Institute focusing on the production of improved sisal seedlings, briefs Industry and Trade minister Dr Asha-
tu Kijaji (in head-cloth) on soil testing at an exhibition in Tanga city at the weekend. Left is Tanga regional 
commissioner Waziri Kindamba. Photo: Correspondent Hamida Kamchalla
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Haesung Lee (L), Director of South Korea-based Seltech, briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam mid-last week on the com-
pany’s plans to establish green houses for growing various crops at Chalinze in the Coast Region – principally with the 
aim of conserving the environment. She was taking part in a meeting on climate change which ended on Friday. Photo: 
Correspondent Sabato Kasika

By Guardian Reporter

as part of marking its 25 
years of operations in the 
country, Britam insurance 
tanzania has  announced a 
scholarship program dubbed 
‘Britam scholarship’ that will 
initially provide financial 
assistance to two students 
pursuing a Degree course in 
insurance and Risk Manage-
ment.

the announcement was 
made by the company’s 
Group Chairman, Kuria 

Muchiru over the weekend 
at a ceremony attended by its 
board, management and gov-
ernment officials.

Muchiru said the scholar-
ship program was a gesture 
of gratitude and would join a 
list of several other impactful 
partnerships and corporate 
social responsibility initia-
tives designed to improve the 
well-being of the tanzanian 
people.

He said the company sup-
ports charitable initiatives 
with a particular emphasis 

on enhancing access to edu-
cation and healthcare.

Farai Dogo, Britam insur-
ance acting Ceo said the firm 
prioritized product innova-
tion, community impact, cus-
tomer satisfaction and indus-
try leadership in its quest to 
give its customers excellent 
experience and satisfaction.

“as we celebrate 25 years of 
service in tanzania, we keep 
our eyes on the ball by build-
ing innovative insurance 
products tailored to meet 
the evolving needs of our cli-

ents, engaging in community 
initiatives and corporate so-
cial responsibility programs, 
building relationships with 
our stakeholders and clients, 
and strengthening our repu-
tation as a leader in the insur-
ance industry, setting bench-
marks for excellence and 
professionalism, said Dogo.

He added: “looking back, 
we have achieved significant 
milestones, and as we look to 
the future, we remain com-
mitted to providing innova-
tive and relevant insurance 

solutions to meet the evolv-
ing needs of our clients.”

established in 1998 with a 
team of just five employees, 
Britam insurance tanzania 
became only the second reg-
istered insurance company 
in tanzania.

Besides its Dar es salaam 
office, the company has stra-
tegic offices in five regions, 
including arusha, Dodoma, 
Mwanza, Mbeya, and Mt-
wara, and a dedicated team 
of over 65 employees.

it has a strong team of ser-

vices of agents and sales force 
executives who serve as dis-
tribution channels spanning 
the length and breadth of the 
country.

to better reach and serve 
its customers, Britam tanza-
nia became a trailblazer in 
forming partnerships with 
mobile companies, notably 
Vodacom, through Voda-
Bima, revolutionizing digital 
insurance offerings.

the company redefined 
the industry landscape by 
introducing insurance prod-

ucts through whatsapp Mes-
sages, an innovation famous-
ly known as easy Bima.

the ground breaking ap-
proach remains an enduring 
testament to the company’s 
pioneering spirit, helping to 
expand distribution channels 
and elevating client customer 
experience.

over the past 25 years, Bri-
tam has played a pivotal role 
in the insurance sector, con-
tributing to the growth and 
development of the tanza-
nian economy.

By Guardian Reporter

tHe tanzania national Business Council 
(tnBC) through its working Group of agricul-
ture has rested recommendations meant to ad-
dress challenges that were frustrating growth 
of agriculture, saying the sector stood a better 
chance of attracting more funding and increase 
production.

speaking shortly after the Group members 
meeting in Dar es salaam over the weekend, the 
Permanent secretary in the Ministry of agricul-
ture who double also as the Group Chairman, 
Gerald Mweli said the recommendations were 
viewed as healthier and suitable for the sector 
growth and development.

“the sixth-phase government under the stew-
ardship of President samia suluhu Hassan has 
put in place a conducive and enabling environ-
ment in agriculture sector including issuance of 
loans and subsidies,” Mweli said, noting that the 
government has been working on opinions of 
stakeholders and experts on how best the sector 
could be pushed forward and have a significant 
contribution to the national economy and also 
multiplier effects to its players.

Mweli called on continued and sustainable 
cooperation of private and public sectors, saying 
that through cooperation more challenges could 
be spotted and given solution for the betterment 
of the sector growth. 

He said the recommendations floated by his 
working group among others would be dis-
cussed at the higher of tnBC since the motive 
behind was to build an inclusive, stable and sus-
tainable sector that contributing greatly to the 
country’s economy.

“President samia suluhu Hassan’s adminis-
tration was highly committed to see agriculture 
contributes dearly into the government coffers 

yet raise economic status of many tanzanians 
relying heavily in agriculture,” Mweli said.

tnBC executive secretary, Dr Goodwill wan-
ga said the Council through the working group 
came up with solid recommendations which 
would be instrumental for improving business 
environment in agriculture sector.

 “it is no secret that every tanzanian can wit-
ness how the government has been working 
very closing with the private sector. tnBC eight 
working groups have helped a lot in looking at 
enabling environment of policies, laws and regu-
lations,” Dr wanga said.

Dr wanga said one of the recommendations 
was to complete the formulation of  the ‘Master 
Plan’ of agriculture that will incorporate policy 
, laws and regulations with view to enabling the 
sector’s contributions in the national economy.

 “we have agreed to help increase the value of 
agricultural crops before they are exported to 
enable the country earning foreign currencies,” 
Dr wanga said.

earlier, a member of the Group from tanza-
nia Private sector Foundation (tPsF), Mercy 
sila said the private sector was happier to work 
with public sector than it was a case before, com-
mending achievements reached in agriculture 
sector. 

“i take this opportunity to congratulate the 
sixth Phase Government for taking deliberate 
measures and priority for agriculture. For in-
stance, the Government budget allocation to the 
Ministry of agriculture has risen from billion 294 
for the year 2020/21 to billion 970 in 2023/4,” sila 
explained. 

according to sila, the budget allocation in-
crease to the Ministry of agriculture was equiva-
lent of  230 per cent which attested the govern-
ment commitment towards reviving the sector 
deemed to be the backbone of the economy. 

Council’s recommendations on agriculture to pay off

Insurance firm unveils scholarship programme as it celebrates 25 years 

By Carlos Banda

aFRiCan countries have been 
challenged to engage the Con-
troller and auditor General to ini-
tiate, track progress and achieve 
generation equality goals in all 
sectors.   Dr Dorothy Gwajima, 
Minister for Community Devel-
opment, Gender, women and 
special Groups made the call 
over the weekend in Dar es sa-
laam when wrapping up the 
three-day Regional Meeting on 
Financing for Gender equality. 
the meeting brought on board 
minister of Gender and Finance 
from 22 african nations.

she said that through engaging 
the Controller and auditor Gen-
eral (CaG) the other sectoral min-
istries will be inspired and imple-
ment strategies that align to the 
agenda of generation equality.

“in tanzania, we have been 
able to connect with the Con-
troller auditor general so as to 
stimulate all sectoral ministries 
to align with the agenda of gen-
eration equality. all the time they 
plan and implement they should 
be able to tell us to what extent 
they have been able to align with 
the agenda. 

“and the CaG will be able to 
track and give remarks and go to 

the parliament and tell the mem-
bers what ministries have com-
plied with the generation equal-
ity agenda and if the budget is in 
line with what we are planning 
to do as a country and globally,” 
said Dr Gwajima.

she also added: “i call upon 
the ministers in attendance 
here to take this lesson and ap-
ply in their countries to align all 
their plans and indicators with 
the CaG so that we stop audit-
ing money alone. instead, there 
should be the same compliance 
in the agenda for Generation 
equality program. i believe this 
sets a foundation for us to move 

forward and to be measurable 
and be connected with other sec-
tors and once we meet again, we 
will be able to tell the story on 
our implementation and make 
comparisons among countries.

Dr Gwajima highlighted the 
importance of the forum as it 
puts together the finance and 
gender experts to strategize 
on the best ways to increase 
gender financing initiatives in 
their countries hence reducing 
dependency on development 
partners and stakeholders to im-
plement gender financing initia-
tives

Dr Maxime Houinato, Un 

women Regional Director for 
east and southern africa and 
Regional Director for west af-
rica emphasized that the issue 
of gender equality should take 
as a development issue not as a 
woman issue, highlighting that 
providing women with equal op-
portunities, boosts productivity 
in their respective countries and 
the region.

antoinette sayeh, iMF deputy 
regional director pointed out 
that estimates showed that gen-
der gaps in education and infor-
mal labor market participation 
can significantly increase na-
tional GDP rates in sub-saharan 

african countries, citing that, 
addressing such disparities de-
mands a gender lens with a full 
range of economic policies, from 
expenditure and revenue ad-
ministration and gender respon-
sive budgeting systems.

the three-day high-level meet-
ing concluded with a commit-
ment to sustained action, ensur-
ing greater availability to gender 
data, accountability and trans-
parent reporting to achieve the 
goals set by Generation equality 
Forum, providing a roadmap to 
guide future efforts to transform 
the economic and social status 
of women and girls in africa.

ITV and Capital TV channel director Pius Paul (L) is gifted a souvenir by Tanzania Cigarette Public Limited 
Company director general and CEO Takashi Araki after making a familiarisation tour at the Dar es Salaam-
based factory at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Beatrice Philemon

inDian community in tanzania yesterday gath-
ered at swami Vivekananda Cultural centre (sVCC) 
in Dar es salaam to celebrate Diwali festival to pro-
mote happiness and prosperity.

india’s ambassador to tanzania, Binaya Prad-
han said that this year’s Diwali fete marked with 
dazzling lights, fireworks display, mesmerizing 
cultural performances by indian and tanzanian 
artists, and delectable food. the indian diaspora, 
diplomatic community, and tanzanian friends 
joined in the festivities.

the indian community and friends of india in 
tanzania added lights and colours garnished with 
indian cuisine.

the envoy also spoke about a number of issues 
that make tanzania-india relations live as the in-
troduction of iit-Madras campus in Zanzibar, that 
will offer programmes in Data science and artifi-
cial intelligence at the Bachelor’s and Master’s lev-
els, with an inaugural batch comprising students 
from Zanzibar, mainland tanzania, nepal, and in-
dia. of the students in the first batch, 40 per cent 
are women.

He also stated that india retains its position as 
tanzania’s largest export market. over recent 
years, india extended a unilateral Duty Free tariff 
preference scheme, wherein an impressive 98% of 

tanzanian products benefit from duty-free status 
in india.

“this partnership is exemplified by the swift 
ascent of tanzanian avocados within the indian 
market, signalling a promising future for even 
more accelerated bilateral trade growth,” he said.

according to him, indian investment in tanza-
nia has now exceeded $3.74 billion. the favour-
able policy landscape combined with tanzania’s 
burgeoning economy has generated enthusiasm 
among numerous indian companies to augment 
their investments in the country. He also noted: 
“we are pro-actively exploring the potential es-
tablishment of an indian industrial Park within 
tanzanian borders, aiming to attract even more 
substantial investments from india.”

india and tanzania have fostered robust trade 
relationships as evidenced by their bilateral trade 
surging beyond the $6.4 billion benchmark in the 
fiscal year 2022/2023.

Diwali is the Hindu festival of lights with its vari-
ations also celebrated in other indian religions.[a] 
it symbolises the spiritual “victory of light over 
darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over ig-
norance Diwali is celebrated during the Hindu 
lunisolar months of ashvin (according to the 
amanta tradition) and Kartika—between around 
mid-september and mid-november. the celebra-
tions generally last five or six days.  

indian community celebrates Diwali 
festival to foster happiness, prosperity

African govts urged to use CAG  offices to reach gender equality goals
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About Us
The Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) is a global community 
conservation organization that advances the vision and work 
of Dr. Jane Goodall by conserving chimpanzees and inspiring 
communities to conserve the natural world we all share, we 
improve the lives of people, animals, and the environment. We 
strongly believe everything is connected and everyone can 
make a difference. 

The Jane Goodall Institute Tanzania (JGI-TZ) is a reputable and 
rapidly expanding non-governmental organization committed 
to wildlife research, conservation, socio-economic 
development, and environmental education. The Jane Goodall 
Institute Tanzania (JGI-TZ) was founded in 2001 by Dr. Jane 
Goodall, DBE. The JGI Tanzania with its partners makes a 
difference through community cantered conservation, 
chimpanzees research projects, youths’ environmental 
education, the innovative use of science and technology, we 
work closely with local communities in Tanzania, inspiring 
hope through a collective power of individual action. 

The Jane Goodall Institute Tanzania with funding from the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to 
support implementation of the new USAID funded project, 
USAID Tumaini Kupitia Vitendo is currently seeking to recruit  
suitably qualified and competent Tanzanians to fill the 
following vacant positions:

Job Position: Zonal Roots & Shoots Coordinator
Project/Program: USAID Tumaini Kupitia Vitendo & Roots  
  & Shoots
Duty Station: Central Zone, Dodoma
Reporting Line: Roots & Shoots Manager

Job Summary
Zonal Roots & Shoots Coordinator is responsible for 
strengthening the capacity of Roots & Shoots clubs by 
developing young people's in protecting and conserving the 
environment, animals, and wildlife across all schools and out of 
school clubs in Iringa, Dodoma, Singida and Morogoro. The 
Coordinator is expected to build capacities of Roots & Shoots 
teachers, volunteers, and youth leaders to enhance the 
development of climate-responsible youth groups through the 
formation of a Roots & Shoots youths council which will 
enhance the quality and scope of youths in the discussion and 
delivering of Biodiversity education and youths-led climate 
activism, girls safe space, youth empowerments, leadership 
and coordination of Roots & Shoots Volunteers to ensure that 
club members in central Tanzania continue to be actively 
engaged using community mapping to identify local problems 
and solutions for a better environment, animals and human 
communities. 

Zonal Roots & Shoots Coordinator will coach team of 
volunteers in the central zone to maintain a healthy program by 
raising young people`s knowledge, awareness, passion, and 
participation to threats reductions on chimpanzee, habitats, 
biodiversity loss, and the climate change. The Zonal Roots & 
Shoots Coordinator will assist in achieving Intermediate Result 
- IR4 of the USAID TKV project and will work with the Roots & 
Shoots Manager and the National Coordinator of Roots & 
Shoots Tanzania to provide technical, supervision, 
coordination, and support Roots & Shoots program growth in 
central zone.

Key Duties and Responsibilities:
• Manage all Roots & Shoots activities in schools and out of 

school in Singida, Dodoma, Iringa and Morogoro through 
visits and outreach activities. 

• Coordinate all Roots & Shoots activities related to TKV 
projects across the central zone regions, including 
coordination of events, training for matrons and patron 
teachers, and day today`s coordination of volunteers and 
youth-led actions.

• Provide strategic Roots & Shoots program directions on 
Biodiversity education and youth-led climate activism to 
volunteers, teachers, and youth groups in central 
Tanzania.

• Assist the Roots & Shoots Manager to provide technical 
and coordination guidance to Roots & Shoots volunteers, 
matron, and patron teachers to ensure the project meets 
donor requirements for timely reporting; document and 
disseminate project successes, lessons, and best 
practices.

• To coordinate the design and production of biodiversity 
and climate change education materials and 
implementation of citizenship and Climate cards 
methodologies in the project schools

• To support the formation of Roots & Shoots Youth Council 
in central Tanzania. 

• To coordinate youth empowerment trainings and 
coordination of youth-led actions in central Tanzania.

• In charge of all Roots & Shoots administrative work in 
Dodoma by ensuring equitable resources to facilitate the 
running of the Dodoma zonal office.

• Coordinate with Local and central government 
departments on issues related to youths, children, 
education, schools, biodiversity and climate change, and 
institutional networking.

• Participate in the development and publication of Roots & 
Shoots education and communication materials such as 
documents, newsletters, leaflets, calendars, posters, 
stickers, Books, reports, and other campaign materials.

Minimum Job Requirements and qualifications:
o Bachelor’s degree in social sciences, education, youth 

development, public relations, Natural Resources. 
o A strong, creative communicator and youth champion 

skills in life skills and youth development to create 
activism and enthusiasm in youths.

o Excellent skills in youth spaces, safety, and coaching skills 
to enhance youth participation to climate and biodiversity 
solutions.

o Knowledge of facilitating and organizing education 
training for teachers, and youth leaders.  

o A solid background in professional teaching of 
earth-related science, extracurricular designs, and 
practical Nature Interpretation Skills. 

o Strong skills in club coordination, events coordination, 
project management, and office administration.

o Practical understanding of hands-on, conservation 
education, tree planting, innovative youth-led climate 
solutions, and community engagements. 

o Ability to perform and deliver under pressure, 
communicate quickly and effectively, and work on 
deadlines and minimum supervision.

o Previous experience in managing environmental 
protection education, outreach, and expedition programs.

o Computer literate and ability to use data analysis 
programs (SPSS), Word, Xcel, PowerPoint, Outlook, etc.

Job Position: Forester
Program:  Roots & Shoots
Duty Station: Kigoma
Reporting Line: National Roots & Shoots Coordinator

Job Summary:
A Roots & Shoots Forester is responsible for strengthening the 
capacity of Roots & Shoots schools, and out of school youth 
groups to develop skills, hands on experiences in tree nursery 
establishments, tree planting, train teachers on regenerative 
activities, reforestation and tree planting actions, and 
empower communities to take part in village woodlot 
establishments, train village nursery attendants to produce 
800,000 trees per year, to promote reforestation and 
restoration development activities.

The Forester will also be responsible to creatively think of ways 
to engage Roots & Shoots members, teachers and out of 
school youths promote conservation actions that aim to 
maximize environmental activism through the use of 
knowledge, compassion, and actions, together with a citizen 
science model across all school clubs and villages around 
Gombe National Park. She is responsible for building the 
capacity of Roots & Shoots teachers, VINAs, and youth leaders 
to enhance development of climate-responsible youth-led 
solutions and adaptive Nature based solutions using formation 
of youth groups, youth environmental councils and 
enhancement of the quality and scope of youth provision in 
Biodiversity education and youth-led climate activism, girls’ 
safe space, empowerments, leadership, and coordination.

Key Duties and Responsibilities:
• Facilitate production of 800,000 seedlings in 10 project 

villages per year.
• Recruit VINAs, orient and train them with appropriate 

skills that will help them produce seedlings and manage 
village tree nurseries well. 

• Coordinate with teachers, to enable each of the village 
Roots & Shoots start their own tree Nursery, a small 
school forests and support Schools’ environmental 
conservation initiatives. 

• Train Roots & Shoots teachers and coordinate clubs’ 
supportive activities such as students study tours, 
excursions, education camping and competitions on 
environmental and climate change issues 

• Coordinate procurement of tree nursery inputs, and 
ensure supply of seeds, inputs, and implements in each 
project nursery timely.

• Integrate applied GIS mapping in habitat restoration 
through the use of survey 123 to monitor the tree planting 
impacts in the restoration and regenerative activities. 

• To conduct tree planting after care programme for all 
planted trees, monitor their survival development and 
integrate survival assessment of trees and seedlings with 
GIS mapping. 

• To coordinate the design and production of tree planting 
and forest biodiversity education materials and for the 
project schools and villages

• To coordinate youth empowerment trainings and 
coordination of youth-led actions in tree planting and 
restoration actions in the project villages 

• Support the work of Roots & Shoots Zonal Coordinators 
by ensuring equitable resources to facilitate and run 
Roots & Shoots clubs in the western Tanzania.

•  Coordinate all Roots & Shoots project activities, and 
campaigns and ensure compliance and alignment of these 
activities Greenchoice’ guidelines.

• Participate in the Roots & Shoots staff Management 
meetings, events, and reporting system. 

•  Publish Roots & Shoots education and communication 
materials such as documents, newsletters, leaflets, 
calendars, posters, stickers, Books, reports, and other 
campaign materials.

Minimum Job Requirements and qualifications:
o BSC. in Forestry, Agro-forestry, Nature Conservation, 

Wildlife Sciences, Beekeeping sciences, Environmental 
sciences, Environmental ecology, or Natural Resources 
Management. 

o Certificate in Environmental Conservation Education or 
Education for Sustainable Development is an added 
Advantage.

o Technical ability to read large volumes of texts, and 
designs, review documents, publish and narrate scripts 
and produce quality and clean documents.

o A solid background in professional teaching of 
earth-related Science, extracurricular designs, and 
practical nature interpretation skills. 

o Strong skills in project management and office 
administration.

o Practical understanding of hands-on, conservation 
education, tree planting, arboretum, botanical gardening, 
silvicultural practices, restoration, and regenerative 
activities. 

o Ability to perform and deliver under pressure, 
communicate quickly and effectively, and work on 
deadlines and minimum supervision.

o Previous experience in Reforestation, Nature education, 
natural regeneration, tree planting, youth nature camps 
and youth led forest expedition programs will be an added 
advantage.

o Computer literate and ability to use data analysis 
programs (SPSS), Word, Xcel, PowerPoint, Outlook, etc.

Application Procedure:
All applications should be submitted together with the most 
recent Curriculum Vitae (CV)/resume, copy of relevant 
academic certificates & transcripts, testimonials, three 
names of reputable referees, day-time telephone number or 
e-mail address, and should be send to the following e-mail 
address: recruitment@janegoodall.or.tz 

Only the final shortlisted candidates will be interviewed and 
provided with the interview feedback.

Deadline: Sunday, 26th November, 2023 before 5pm in the 
evening.

JGI Tanzania is an equal opportunity employer and considers 
all applicants on the basis of merit without regard to race, 
national or tribal origin, religious belief, gender, and marital 
status.  

QUALIFIED FEMALE APPLICANTS ARE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED 
TO APPLY.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
For Wildlife Research, Education & Conservation

INTRODUCTION
TPCPLC was established in 1966 with principal activities of manufacturing and selling 
cement. The company was nationalized in 1978 and later privatized in 1998. 

The company is located 25km North from Dar Es Salaam City at Wazo Hill area in 
Kinondoni Municipal.

Tanzania Portland Cement Public Limited Company (TPCPLC) is in sourcing process for a 
supplier of quarry operations and is therefore, inviting interested eligible suppliers to 
submit expression of interest for the provision of service as per below details of the 
scope of work. 

NB: The documents requested below must be submitted when expressing interest on 
this service. Qualified suppliers will be subjected to the TPCPLC vetting process.

Scope of work

INFORMATION REQUIRED:

TPCLPLC REFERENCE NUMBER  SERVICE DESCRIPTION 

TPCPLC/PD/133/2023 

1) Site preparation, mobilization and de-mobilization 
2) Production: Limestone, Red soil and Quarry sand including mining (drilling & 

blasting)  
3) Stripping overburden materials 
4) Internal handling of raw materials  

 

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
PREQUALIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR PROVISION QUARRY 

OPERATIONS SERVICES AT TPLCPLC WAZO HILL DAR E SALAAM

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS  
COMMERCIAL 10% 
1 Company profile  
2 Company Code of Conduct  
3 Company Code of Ethics  
4 Copy of Certificate of Incorporation/Registration   
5 Copy of Valid Tax Clearance Certificate (TCC)  
6 Copy of 2023 BRELA search registration documents  
7 Copy of Company Memorandum and Article of Association  
8 Copy of Latest BRELA Application of Annual Returns  
9 Copy of TIN Certificate and VAT registration number  
10 Copy of Current Business permit/trade license  

11 
Company Shareholding Structure (Ownership of shares in percentage (%), Share certificates 
and Passport/Voter or National ID card for Management and Shareholders. 

 

12 List of Directors  

13 
Compliance with the Mining (Local Content) Regulations, 2018 by having Local Content plan – 
Approved by mining Commission 

 

   
FINANCIAL POSITION AND TERMS OF TRADE 15% 
1 Audited and certified financial statements (2021-2022)  
2 Reference from the applicant’s banker regarding supplier’s credit position  
   
SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 15% 
1 OSHA Compliance Certificate  
2 Workers Compensation Fund Certificate  
3 Environmental Management Plan/Program/Policy  
4 Health and Safety Program  
   
OTHER POLICIES 5% 
1 Hospitality/Sponsorship Policy/Procedure  
2 Policies/Procedures dealing with Forced and Child Labour  
3 Policies/Procedures dealing with Abuse, Discrimination and Harassment  
4 Human Rights Policy/ Procedure/program  
   
PAST EXPERIENCE 5% 

1 
At least 3 names of the applicant’s clients, value and duration of the contracts entered with 
the clients in the past two years (must be listed) 

 

2 Signed Contracts/Purchase Orders (proof of the above)  
3 Provide three recommendation letters from different Clients  
   
TECHNICAL CRITERIA 50% 

1 

Technical expertise in Quarry operations on  
Site preparation, mobilization, and de-mobilization 
Production: Limestone, red soil and quarry sand including mining 
Stripping overburden material. 
Two references of similar/like to like projects execution in recent three years. 
 

 

Interested Suppliers are requested to submit their expression of Interest (LOI) by 
referring the EXPRESSION OF INTEREST REFERENCE NUMBER TPCPLC/PD/133/2023 
of the service they intend to express interest on THE SUBJECT OF THE EMAIL together 
with supporting information to TPCPLC, which states the full name, address, telephone 
and e-mail address of the bidder, name of the contact, and signed by an authorized 
representative. The LOI must outline a statement of firm’s capability to provide the 
relevant service, including similar contracts undertaken over the past three years. All 
LOIs and support documents must be received by TPCPLC office via e-mail; 
peter.mohamed@twigacement.com not later than 17.00HRS, 24th November 2023.
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Connect water to low-income  earners, minister tells Dawasa
By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

tHe Dar es salaam water and 
sanitation authority (Dawasa) 
has been tasked to ensure low-in-
come earners are connected to wa-
ter service and give them a proce-
dure on how to pay by installment.

water minister, Jumaa aweso 
made the call over the weekend in 
Dar es salaam during the signing 
ceremony to hand over the project 
to the contractor M/s sinoHYDRo 
Company from China.

aweso said that not all people 
have the ability to pay the cost 
of new connections on time be-
cause of difference in income, so 
for those who cannot afford, they 
should be given the procedure to 

pay by installment so that all can 
benefit water services.

“Currently, the availability of wa-
ter in many  areas has improved, so 
it is good for every people to have 
full access to the service in order to 
achieve the government’s ambition 
to provide water to every tanzani-
ans,” he said.

“we should thank President sa-
mia suluhu Hassan for the large 
investment she made to provide 
enough funds for the completion 
of these projects and the distribu-
tion of clean water to the people 
in many areas, so we should make 
sure that people see the results of 
this investment for them to get wa-
ter,” the minister said.

aweso also said that it is a big pro-

ject that will benefit about 450,000 
residents of various constitu-
ency of Ukonga, segerea, Ubungo, 
Kibamba, ilala and temeke.

He said that the project is very 
important because people of those 
areas have been facing water chal-
lenges for a long time, so he direct-
ed project contractor to ensure he 
implements the project on time so 
that the people can get water.

segerea MP Bona Kamoli, 
thanked the government for con-
tinuing to invest a lot in water pro-
jects to connect many people with 
water, noting that the water pro-
ject brings great hope to  people of 
those areas who have been facing 
water challenges for a long time.

Bona also commended Dawasa 

for the great efforts to design the 
project that will serve the residents 
of segerea constituency.

Kiula Kingu, Dawasa acting 
chief executive officer said that the 
implementation of the water sup-
ply infrastructure in southern Dar 
es salaam will solve water chal-
lenge in the constituency of ilala, 
Ubungo, temeke, Ukonga, Ubungo 
and part of the Kisarawe constitu-
ency.

He added that the project is fund-
ed by the world Bank for 36.96bn/ 
and aims to benefit 450,000 peo-
ple of the five constituencies.

“the implementation of the 
project is divided into two phases, 
where the first phase will benefit 
Kwembe, Kitunda, Pugu station, 

Kipunguni and Mzinga wards,” he 
said, noting that the second phase 
will serve the residents of Kivule, 
Kinyerezi, Zingiziwa, Majohe, Cha-
rambe, Kwembe, Buza, Msongola, 
Msigani and Mbezi.

He said the project involves the 
construction of a 9 million liter wa-
ter storage and distribution tank 
to be built in the Bangulo area, the 
construction of a 28-inch water 
pipeline for a distance of 10.8 kil-
ometers. 

Kingu also said that a 28-inch 
and 10-inch water supply pipe will 
be installed for a distance of 17.29 
kilometers. 

He said that in order to increase 
the availability of water to the peo-
ple’s residences, the authority has 

allocated funds for the implemen-
tation of various small projects, 
while for Kibamba constituency, 
the authority has allocated 500 
million for the implementation of a 
project to benefit 12,200 residents 
of Mbezi Makaba, Kitopeni and 
neighboring areas.

For Ukonga constituency, he said 
that the authority has allocated 
222 million to implement a project 
that will benefit 19,144 people  of 
Majohe, Kuchangani, Kivule and 
Mjimpya.

He said for the constituency of 
segerea, the authority has allocat-
ed 334 million to deliver services 
to the areas of Vingunguti, Kipawa, 
stakishari and Majmboga and ben-
efit 1,050 households.

By Correspondent James Kandoya

tHe government has received two vehi-
cles worth 250m/- from the UK aid for moni-
toring and evaluation of the “shule Bora” 
programme currently implemented in nine 
regions across the country.

Dr Franklin Rwezimula, Deputy Perma-
nent secretary in the Ministry of education, 
science and technology received the vehi-
cles and handed over   to the Deputy Per-
manent secretary, in the President office, 
Regional administration and local govern-

ment, responsible for education,  Dr Charles 
Msonde.

speaking at the event, Dr Rwezimula 
thanked the UK aid to support government 
efforts of improving through the targeted 
project.

“i would like to thank the UK aid for their 
support. we hope it will help to improve the 
monitoring and evaluation of education pro-
jects and to also to know the challenges,” he 
said.

Dr Msonde also said that the responsible 
ministry will continue collaborating with all 

development.
Kemi williams, Development Director, 

British High Commission, thanked tanzania 
government  for the collaboration shown 
to ensure the vehicles are procured to be 
used in the implementation of programme 
“ shule Bora”.

Dr. aneth Komba,  tanzania institute of 
education (tet) director-general said that 
as implementers of the “shule Bora” pro-
gramme, it had already trained the teachers 
and leaders  in education including teaching 
and learning base in teachers inclusivity.

the project is currently implemented in 
67 district councils in nine regions of tanza-
nia Mainland namely- Kigoma, Katavi ,Ruk-
wa, Mara simiyu, singida, Dodoma,tanga 
and Coast region.

shule Bora is a UK aid funded Government 
of tanzania education support programme 
designed to improve the quality, inclusive-
ness and safety of learning for all girls and 
boys in government primary schools.

 Delivered in partnership with the tan-
zanian government, shule Bora is putting 
in place lasting reforms that will enable 

every child to get the best start, to progress 
through primary, and complete their educa-
tion – giving them the opportunity to fulfill 
their potential and contribute to tanzania’s 
growth and development..

according to PR-RalG, the UK aid funded 
shule Bora programme aims to improve the 
quality of pre-primary and primary schools 
in tanzania.

 the programme’s impact statement is: 
shule Bora will deliver improved quality, in-
clusiveness, and safety of learning for boys 
and girls

Programme gets boost as UK Aid offers two vehicles 

By Guardian Correspondent, Msalala

tHe Barrick Bulyanhulu mine in Msalala District 
Council, shinyanga region has launched a campaign to 
eradicate Malaria dubbed: ‘Zero Malaria’, with a slogan: 
“it starts with me, you and all of us.”

Held over the weekend in Bugarama ward, the cam-
paign launching ceremony was attended villagers sur-
rounding the mine, Barrick employees and various 
government officials led by Msalala District Council ex-
ecutive director, Khamis Katimba.

Cheick sangare, Barrick Bulyanhulu Mine general 
manager said that Barrick will continue to support the 
government’s efforts to bring development to the people 
along with ensuring they have better health.

“Health is an important issue in any society, that’s why 
Barrick has come up with a campaign to eradicate Ma-
laria to reduce the deaths of mothers and children who 
have become the biggest victims of this disease and i be-
lieve that if we all come together we will succeed in eradi-
cating it,” said sangare.

He said that through this Barrick Bulyanhulu cam-
paign, it will enable about 17,500 households to be 
reached in their homes by being sprayed with insecti-
cides to kill mosquito breeding at the same time nets are 
distributed.

Mining firm launches 
campaign to eradicate 
malaria in Msalala DC

By Guardian Reporter

in the spirit of sustainable finance and impact-
ful development, nMB Bank prefers financing 
projects with less negative implications on na-
ture, a senior official at the bank has said. 

 speaking in Dar es salaam over the weekend 
Hellen Dalali said the lender’s operations are 
now mostly pegged on eco-friendly aspects in 
order to lessen its carbon footprint and prevent 
other hazards of climate change.

 she told a conference on nature-based solu-
tions (nBs) to global warming that nMB prioritiz-
es financing environment friendly and socially 
responsible projects because of their strategic 
role in sustainable development.

 Dalali who is nMB’s senior project manager 
responsible for sustainability said the impact of 
climate change is not only real but also a major 
risk whose effects are already being felt by busi-
nesses and economies across the world. 

Commenting on the impacts of global heating 
during the introductory panel of the meeting, 
she said the financial sector has equally been 
affected hence the need to participate and ad-
equately invest in climate action.

 “none of us has been spared hence the need 
for everyone to be part and parcel of the climate 
change conversation,” Dalali told the nBs Con-
ference tanzania 2023, which specifically fo-
cused on development of a robust local carbon 
trading market.

she said climate risks have necessitated nMB 
and other lenders to resort to new banking and 
operating practices to accommodate carbon re-
duction ambitions and meet other nature con-
servation requirements.

 “Climate change is having significant impacts 
on businesses around the world, which in turn 

has a ripple effect on economies and the finan-
cial sector given that the majority of these busi-
nesses are financed by banks,” she noted.

 according to her, the banks are not only focus-
ing more on reducing their environmental foot-
print but also increasing climate, environmental 
and social assessments during credit on-board-
ing exercises.

 the green endeavour seeks to support efforts 
to mitigate the climate crisis at the corporate lev-
el and ensure that financed businesses and pro-
jects have minimal or no environmental impact, 
she explained.  “Climate impacts from the bank-
ing sector perspective are experienced through 
climate risks which are categorized as physical 
risks and transition risks,” Ms Dalali said, noting 
that the former mostly emanate from damages 
to property and assets.

the latter have more to do with regulatory 
changes required to transition to a low-carbon 
economy and mitigate the impacts of climate 
change. Citing the climate-related Financial Risk 
Management Guidelines issued last December 
by the Bank of tanzania, she said transition risks 
mostly arise from changes in regulations, policy, 
technology and markets.

 she also told the one-day conference that de-
spite its negative impact, climate change offers 
abundant business opportunities, which natural 
Resources  and tourism Minister angela Kairuki  
who graced the event said include carbon cred-
its that have become a flourishing enterprise in 
the country.

 Highlighting the recent flotation of the nMB 
Jamii Bond and the tree planting campaign the 
bank launched early this year, Ms Dalali said 
banks can play a forefront role to unlocking 
these opportunities through green finance and 
sustainable funding.

NMB prioritises funding 
climate-friendly projects

Ardhi University’s Research Institute on Building director, Dr Godwin Maro (C, seated), flanked by Sino Tan Kibaha Industrial Park 
chairman Jensen Huen (L) and Prof Yi Jun, secretary of China’s Chonq Ching Vocational Institute of Engineering, shortly after the 
launch of a modern workshop at Kibaha in Coast Region on Friday. They are pictured with other Sino Tan staff. Photo: Guardian Cor-
respondent

Msalala District Council director Khamis Katimba, (4th-R) andh Barrick Bulyanhulu Mine employees display leaflets bearing messages on the war on malaria. It was at the 
launch of a malaria eradication campaign dubbed ‘Zero Malaria Starts with Me, You and All of Us’ held at Bugarama in the district in Shinyanga at the weekend. Fifth-right is 
the mine’s manager, Cheick Sangare. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Khamis Katimba, Msalala DC executive 
director asked the people who will be 
reached by the campaign to cooperate 

with the service providers who will reach 
their homes. .

Giving an assessment of the infection of 

the disease in the two wards of Bugarama 
and Bulyanhulu, Dr. Martin Mazigwa who 
is the Malaria Coordinator in the area said 

the infection rate has decreased between 
2020 and2023 from 29.4 percent to 18.9 
percent in the two wards.
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RTI International (www.rti.org) is an independent, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to conducting innovative, multidisciplinary research that 
improves the human condition. With a worldwide staff of more than 
4,000 people, RTI offers innovative research and development and 
multidisciplinary services.

USAID Tanzania Tuhifadhi Maliasili Activity

RTI is currently implementing the USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili Activity that addresses dynamics that threaten 
habitat connectivity and the long-term persistence of biodiversity in Tanzania. This activity incorporates a 
series of interventions that support and strengthen government and civil society capacity for biodiversity 
conservation. 

RTI is looking for a candidate to fill the Human Resources Manager position under USAID/Tuhifadhi Maliasili 
Activity. The position will be based in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Purpose of the position:
The HR Manager will be responsible for implementation of HR Strategies, effective delivery of HR services and 
management; interpretation and application of HR policies; rules and regulations; facilitation of internal 
procedures and process solutions to a wide spectrum of complex HR issues. He/She will support the 
formulation of solid HR strategies and implement the Project’s human resources initiatives to attract, develop, 
motivate, and retain the most suitable talent throughout the projects and facilitate successful performance 
management.  

Essential Responsibilities:
• Review, disseminate, ensure full compliance of HR policy guidelines and country employee handbooks in 

tandem with local labor laws, client rules and regulations, RTI policies, values, ethics, procedures and 
strategies, effective implementation of the internal control framework and proper functioning of the HR 
policy framework.  

• Provide advice and information on RTI HR Policy adjustments changes in local labor law and regulations, 
implementation of employee handbook, strategic use of contractual modalities, application of 
entitlements, change management processes.  

• Disseminate HR communication, priorities, and allocated tasks; and ensure strict adherence to procedures 
in selection and recruitment of temporary and longer-term staff.  

• Organization of recruitment processes through the provision of input to short-listing process, screening of 
candidates, setting up and participation in interview panels including documentation processing for offers 
and deployment.  

• In liaison with local country insurance brokers and RTI Regional Office track Private Medical Insurance (PMI) 
expiry dates and follow up on renewals.  

• Maintain HR (including non-personnel) files; Track and compile the project leave schedules, setting up all 
staff absence by receiving and filing paid time off authorizations, performing the functions of absence 
monitoring and recording; Advise staff on their leave entitlements.  

• Coordinate with Kenya Regional Office for the preparation of contracts of local national (LN) and other 
changes pertaining term of employment through timely preparation and submission of Personnel Action 
Forms or Offer Request Memos.  

• Conduct preliminary Job Grading for HR and Chief of Party’s review and approval, determines eligibility for 
salaries, entitlements, and benefits according to approved matrix, FSN and confirmed country benefits 
while applying staff regulations, rules, and other official provisions with consistency.  

• Orientation and induction focal person; Provides information to staff members on their employment 
conditions and entitlements, including on-entry briefings, facilitate CCN orientation and file orientation 
reports as espoused in the project on orientation and induction.  

• Ensure personnel files and database are well updated accurately maintained. Maintain RTI’s projects manual 
and excel based personnel database and supporting use of its information by project staff for planning and 
administration purposes.  

• Perform other duties as assigned.  

Minimum required Education, Experience, Skills & Abilities:
• Bachelor's Degree and 6 years of experience in human resources management and/or master’s degree and 3 

years of experience in human resources management, or equivalent combination of education and 
experience

• Prior experience managing HR functions on donor-funded projects preferred.  

Skills & Abilities
• Strong interpersonal/relationship building skills.
• Knowledge of the local labor law in Tanzania. 
• Excellent knowledge of MS Word, Outlook, PowerPoint, Excel.
• Excellent oral and written communication skills.
• Strong influencing and coaching skills 
• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment and meet deadlines under pressure. 
• Ability to multi-task 
• Ability to work independently and within matrix project and program teams.
• Attention to detail and accuracy.
• Culturally sensitive and respectful.
• Experience on USAID or other donor-funded programs a plus. 
 

How to apply
RTI is an equal opportunity employer. Candidates may apply directly on RTI’s careers site at 
https://www.rti.org/careers or submit an updated CV and cover letter to tuhifadhi_hr@rti.org. Please reference 
the position title in subject line.  The deadline for submitting application is 28th November 2023.

ONLY SELECTED CANDIDATES WILL BE CONTACTED

By Correspondent James Kandoya

tHe government has implored the health and 
other sectors to abide by national frameworks and 
make sure their information and Communication 
technology (iCt) systems are integrated.

nape nnauye, Minister for information, Com-
munication and information technology made 
the remarks over the weekend in Dar es salaam 
when closing the 3rd tanzania digital health and 
innovation forum and exhibition 2023.

He commended the ministry of health for pre-
paring frameworks related to the health sector.

nnauye said that advances on artificial intel-
ligence (ai), robotics, 3D printing, machine learn-
ing, internet of medical things, augmented reality, 
and block chain are essential in making healthcare 
sustainable; adding that once well designed can 
boost accuracy and efficiency.

“My Ministry is now in the final stage in prepar-
ing the tanzania enterprise architecture frame-
work, and i am aware that the Ministry of Health 
is among the early ministries who have prepared a 
similar framework,” he said.

He said for the betterment of the country, the 
ministry has played a pivotal role in driving the 

digital transformation agenda through the broad-
er Digital tanzania Project (DtP), funded by the 
world Bank. Currently, there are dedicated pro-
grams for advancing digital skills and specialized 
training on emerging technologies both within 
and outside the country.

“a promising use of ai is in developing pharma-
ceuticals faster, analysis of drugs predicted by the 
company’s ai technology can now be completed 
in less than one day that would have taken months 
or years” he stated.

the government welcomes innovation in 
healthcare and wants to empower patients to ef-
ficiently guide the change to the old status quo, he 
added.

He explained that the adoption of digital tech-
nologies in healthcare is transforming how health 
services are delivered, improving access and en-
hancing the quality of care, improving account-
ability and reducing costs.

Muhimbili University of Health and allied sci-
ences (MUHas) Deputy Vice Chancellor- Planning, 
Finance and administration, Prof erasto Mbugi 
said they had an opportunity to listen to presen-
tations and discussions on diverse cutting-edge 
health technologies.

Health sector urged to integrate with 
iCt systems for greater sustainability

Maduhu Sayi Msekwa (2nd-R), who has won 10m/- cash prize through the ongoing Vodacom Tanzania Plc cam-
paign raffle dubbed ‘Sambaza Shangwe, Gusa Maisha’, holds the dummy cheque presented to him by Masta Shan-
gwe (L) at a handover event held in Dodoma city at the weekend. Through the drive, customers can win several 
prizes every week, including motorcycles, TVs, smartphones and cash prizes by buying bundles, making pay-
ments through M-Pesa and downloading DJ Mixes via Mdundo. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent

tHe government has appealed to the ismaili Com-
munity, which owns the aga Khan Hospitals, to look 
into possibilities of reducing medical costs to allow 
tanzanians with low incomes to access services at 
their facilities.

the request was made in Dar es salaam yester-
day by Home affairs Minister, eng Hamad Masauni 
who represented President samia suluhu Hassan at 
a function to celebrate the birthday of the Prophet 
Muhammad, an event that was organized by the 
community. the event was also attended by del-
egates from other religions as well as government 
officials. Masauni was optimistic that the hospitals’ 
management will work on the government appeal 
since it came from the Head of state.

“i commend the ismaili Community in tanza-
nia for commemorating the birth of Prophet Mu-
hammad. i have seen the combination of different 
groups; this is an indication of peace, unity, love and 
solidarity that tanzanians have despite their differ-
ence in religions, tribes and origins.

He added: “we recognize the good work that you 
are doing as well as your great contribution to the 
sectors of health and education. Your investments 
contribute to the growth of the country’s economy.”

Msauni commended the aga Khan hospitals for 
providing quality health care services. He said their 
facilities are renowned for offering good services.

the Diplomatic Representative of aga Khan De-
velopment network in the country (aKDn), amin 
Kurji promised to continue working closely with the 
government in improving the health care services.

Kurji said the request to lower medical costs is in 
line with the government’s determination to ensure 
universal health coverage.

He said that to get good treatment, one must have 
health insurance, which will help him or her to af-
ford medical expenses. He said universal health 
coverage would help a good number of tanzanians 
to access quality medical care at any cost.

“not only for the aga Khan hospitals but also oth-
er health facilities, we should all think of reducing 
medical treatment costs in support of the govern-
ment’s initiative. we have 36 facilities across the 
country; our hospitals are almost like referral hos-
pitals; when people seek treatment somewhere else 
and they are not healed, they will always come to 
us,” he said.

He said the ceremony was meant to emphasize 
human values such as compassion, tolerance, unity, 
and human development efforts, according to the 
teachings of the Prophet.

By Guardian Reporter

tHe Utt asset Management and investors services 
PlC (Utt aMis) has seen its schemes size grow to 
1.535trn/- in the financial year ended June 2023, an in-
crease of 54 percent from the 996.5bn/-size recorded 
in the year ended June 2022.

addressing journalists in Dar es salaam at the week-
end on the sideline of the company’s annual general 
meeting, simon Migangala, Managing Director, Ut-
taMis attributed the performance to improved  pub-
lic confidence and awareness on the benefits of invest-
ing through collective investment schemes.

according to him, the Umoja Fund which is one of 
its six funds, is strong with its annual returns of 11.2 
percent. wekeza Maisha Fund recorded annual re-
turns of 12.5, watoto Fund had 12.4 percent and Jikimu 
Fund (14 percent) Ukwasi Fund had 12.5 percent and 
Bond Fund recorded returns of 11.3 percent.

apart from providing huge investment avenues for 
small scale investors to participate and benefit from 
money markets, he said the fund is also paying divi-
dend to the government

Regarding performance of the capital market as re-
flected through tanzania share index (tsi), there has 
generally been good movement in share prices. tsi 
registered an increase of 4.1 percent from 3,928.5 on 
30 June 2022 to 4,091.8 on 30 June 2023.

He noted that Utt aMis is a collective investment 
scheme established to develop collective investment 
schemes in tanzania; acquiring and keeping in-trust 
the shares of privatized enterprises and encouraging 
savings culture through wide participation in the own-
ership of distributed shares / units.

Casmir Kyuki, Chairman of the Utt aMis Board said 
implementation of Utt aMis five-year  strategic plan 
that end in 2024 have been successful insisting that 
the company will continue with implementation of 
priorities set in the plan including improving existing 
products and services and identifying new business 
lines for the benefit of investors, shareholders and 
other stakeholders.

“Utt aMis will also continue working on mod-
ernization of operations and ensuring that investors 
obtain the best returns that the market may provide. 
Use of mobile phones in obtaining services also makes 
investing and obtaining other services more conveni-
ent,” he said.

the chairman said the company will also continue 
with the implementation of priorities set in the plan 
including improving existing products and services 
and identifying new business lines for the benefit of 
investors, shareholders and stakeholders.

UTT AMIS schemes grow to 1.535trn/-
 in the financial year ended June 2023

Govt appeals to aga Khan 
Hospitals to reduce costs

By Carlos Banda

HealtH specialists have called for 
enhanced efforts by the government 
and development stakeholders in re-
ducing the rate of neonatal deaths.

they suggested that construction 
of more neonatal units and ensur-
ing availability of well-trained nurses 
would greatly reduce the deaths.

speaking at the the neonatal chil-
dren’s health forum held during the 
commemoration of the world Pre-
maturity Day in Dar es salaam on Fri-
day, Prof Joy lawn from the london 
school of Hygiene and tropical Medi-
cine and Co-Principal investigator at 
nest360 said to address neonatal 
mortality rates much more efforts are 
needed to focus on taking good care 
of pregnant women and new-borns 
through providing the right infrastruc-
ture and trained personnel.

“tanzania is one of the best coun-

tries in africa for reducing maternal 
deaths.  Maternal mortality has really 
come down but the new-born mortal-
ity is a flat line. it has not changed for 
the last ten years,” he said.

Prof Joy added: “it’s only now just 
about 6 years before the sustainable 
development target is met in 2030. 
tanzania is now at a death rate 24 per 
1000, you need to get to 12 by taking 
good care of pregnant women.”

Dr nahya salim, the Clinical lead 
at nest360 emphasized on the im-
portance of innovative interventions 
to be rolled out in supporting health 
service providers to treat and attend 
to young babies. “we point innovation 
through innovators and engineers. we 
can learn how to solve problems aris-
ing in our health care centres and at 
our universities. innovators can create 
small tubes of smaller sizes that can 
help to treat babies with respiratory 
disorders, provide medicines, etc. as 

such tools are scarce in the market. it 
is important to cooperate with inno-
vators to invent more equipment and 
machines that can help save the lives 
of the new-borns,” she said.

Dr Honorati Masanja, ifakara Health 
institute (iHi), Chief executive Direc-
tor, said that drastic measures and 
strategies need to be undertaken in 
order to address the challenge of the 
shortage of well trained nurses who 
can attend to babies in neonatal care 
units. 

“the shortage of well-trained per-
sonnel, particularly nurses, is a major 
problem. You may have the necessary 
tools and equipment but you may lack 
nurses to use them. the government 
is planning to add 2300 public health 
care servants to provide health care 
services to mother and child to ensure 
every district has nurses and neonatal 
care units in every hospital operating 
for 24-hours,” he said.

Experts call for enhanced efforts to reduce new-born deaths



     

EDITORIALS.OPINION

MONDAy 20  NOvEMbER  2023

Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

Advertising

Cel: + 0677 020701 E-mails: Advertise@guardian.co.tz 
Website: Ippmedia.com,    epaper.ippmedia.com          

Newsdesk 
General Line:  0745 700710
News Editor:  LusEkELo phILEmoN 
0757 154767
E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts
mANAGING EdItor: WALLACE mAuGGo
CIrCuLAtIoN mANAGEr: dENNIs  NtAItA

Diabetes emergency calls for more 
than dietary guidelines to change it
PUbLIC awareness is almost al-

ways being put to some shock with 
respect to this or that state in rela-
tion to medical care, and this virtu-
ally across communities, nations 
and civilisations.

The shocks are of different 
weights and scales, though, and the 
one being put to the public towards 
the end of last week was particular-
ly weighty.

It was that, tragically, each 20 
seconds around the world a leg is 
amputated on account of diabetes. 
Picturing it altogether comes to 
something of a horror film, to think 
how many live through it.

For Tanzania, medical experts 
say that for every 100 diabetes pa-
tients, more than ten patients risk 
having a leg amputated – and this 
each year.

The horrifying data were tabled 
at a meeting of the Tanzania Non-
Communicable Diseases Associa-
tion (TANCDA) trying to figure out 
how dietary guidelines can help 
the public cope with that emer-
gency.

With the data, there is no doubt 
that broad sections of the public 
will be alerted to the danger – that 
suggesting that it will have an influ-
ence in dietary choices, for once.

Still, certain levels of policy-mak-
ing in the agricultural and health 
sectors as well as a breadth of stake-
holders have been working to find 
out anchors in how the public can 
awaken to the health emergency.

They have prepared dietary 
guidelines for preventing NCDs 
generally, where it is anyone’s 
guess which is the worst public 
emergency between diabetes, high 
or low blood pressure, the cancers 
and renal (kidney) or other forms 
of organ failure.

The ten individuals out of 100 
who risk losing a leg are but the tip 
of an iceberg, as those living on con-
stant medication, including kidney 
failure, are numerous as well, while 
the cancer problem wasn’t at issue 
in the discussion.

While it is right and proper for 
dieticians and policy-makers to 
implore the public to take precau-
tions, the whole issue of eating and 
drinking is so embedded into cul-
ture that it can hardly be resolved 
or righted by shocking data.

There is a degree to which shock 
alters habits but, statistically, the 
shock is felt more on those who 
weren’t in the danger zone in the 
first place – that is, those predis-
posed to think about their health.

A crude view would have it that 
such data and the conclave itself 
talked to the converted, thus reaf-
firming faith, not change.

Thus far, it is unclear if experts 
agree at which point someone will 
likely alter habits for the sake of 
health. If it is youthful age, it may 
be because at that point a person is 
still susceptible to receiving views 
and taking them to heart.

It is said that after 35 years of age 
people seldom change from the 
ways or habits they have set up for 
themselves in life, and that is alto-
gether bad news for the dietary 
guidelines campaign projections.

There is also room that even at a 
slightly more advanced age people 
can make rational decisions and 
improve lifestyles; in youth it is imi-
tation, later, decision.

Policy-makers need both sets 
of behaviour change reflections – 
from awareness creating youth ac-
tions, say, on social media and adult 
decisions after hospital visits.

What came first, the pain or the anxiety?
By Granola Mommie

AN estimated 20 per cent of the 
United States population suffers from 
a chronic anxiety condition, about the 
same number of people struggling with 
some kind of chronic pain condition.

I have struggled with anxiety and 
panic attacks for as long as I can re-
member. I remember lying on the floor 
in foetal position, wishing my parents 
would just hug me while I felt this 
out-of-control heart racing that would 
make me feel so scared.

Also, for as long as I can remember, I 
struggled with shoulder pain. I remem-
ber in my late teens getting shopping 
carts at stores I was only browsing at 
because of the pain my purse would 
cause in my shoulder.

Over the years I have noticed a con-
nection between my physical pain and 
anxiety concerns. Days when my pain 
is worse, I have noticed that I am more 
anxious. When I have a higher-level 
pain day, I notice that anxiety seems to 
increase as well.

Connection between pain and 
anxiety

Pain and anxiety go hand in hand. Of-
ten it seems that one is not found with-
out the other. Many people who suffer 
from chronic pain and chronic anxiety 
find that they cannot tell which one 
came first.

There is a phenomenon called the 
pain cycle, where the pain one expe-
riences causes a reaction in the body, 
muscle tightening and guarding, de-
creased movement and then atrophy 
– or degeneration or weakening – of the 
muscles. The decrease in mobility con-
tributes to more anxiety and emotional 
distress. The cycle continues until it is 
corrected.

In reality, the cycle can be started at 
any point in the loop. you may have an 
injury that resulted in loss of motion 
and caused muscle atrophy, the muscle 
guarding, that physicality in your body 
can lead to your brain perceiving an 
imminent threat and increasing feel-
ings of anxiety.

It could also be that it begins with 
anxiety that causes muscle tension, 
muscle guarding, decrease in move-
ment, and then that increases pain sen-
sations in the body.

Pain perception and anxiety
Not only can the causes be one or the 

other but the perception of pain is also 
dependent on anxiety levels. The re-
gions for pain and anxiety in the brain 
are overlapping. This means that the 
brain reads both in a similar way.

One example is this double-blind 
study, which showed that people re-
acted less severely to social rejection. 
The participants who consumed a pain 
reliever seemed less bothered by not 
being chosen to play a game than those 
who received a placebo – or painkiller.

That would indicate that the op-
posite is also true. If people who have 
heightened pain may have heightened 

anxiety, those who have height-
ened anxiety may also have higher 
pain levels. That is not to say that 
we should all consume acetami-
nophen daily or at all for anxiety. 
It is an interesting finding that may 
help us better understand the con-
nection between anxiety and pain.

Chronic anxiety and pain
Chronic pain as well as chronic 

anxiety conditions can mean that 
this loop is constantly cycling 
through. For people with chronic 
conditions, this cycle may be worse 
when one or the other parts of the 
loop get worse.

For example, let us say you have 
chronic knee pain caused by an 
injury several years ago, and most 
days it is manageable. but on this 
particular day, you also have a 
huge deadline that is looming over 
you from work. As you start going 
through your day, you notice that 
the knee is hurting more that day 
as well.

The addition of the extra stress 
will increase the anxiety and cause 
more significant pain reactions 
and thus cause the whole cycle to 
be increased.

The perception of the pain in-
creased, but the injury did not. The 
reverse is true as well: on a day that 
you have a positive thing happen-
ing, let us say a party and you are 
excited to attend, you may have a 
lessened perception of the pain in 
the injury.

The common denominator in 
this is the nervous system. In both 
pain as well as anxiety responses, 
the brain goes to fight or flight. It 
is attempting to protect itself. In 
acute situations, that may be help-
ful.

In chronic pain and anxiety 

conditions, people become condi-
tioned to adjusting their behaviour 
to avoid the painful stimuli – and 
that can increase the pain as well.

How can you find relief?
Knowing the connection is just 

the beginning and, to some extent, 
this is good news: It means that you 
can find relief in both areas by be-
ginning to treat one.

Cognitive behaviour therapy. by 
getting a well-trained therapist in 
your corner that may help you to 
better manage your anxiety, you 
can help lessen the perception of 
pain in your body.

Even if the pain is the catalyst for 
the anxiety, treating the anxiety 
can help to calm the brain and less-
en the nervous system response to 
the pain as well.

Sleep. Sleep problems and anxi-
ety concerns are often connected. 
When you are anxious, you may 
struggle to get enough sleep.

Not getting enough sleep can in-
crease your cortisol levels – which 
will cause an increase in anxiety. 
The increase in anxiety, as we dis-
cussed, will increase the pain per-
ception.

but sleep also helps to lower in-
flammation in the body. When we 
sleep, our brain is working to clear 
and clean itself out. If that process 
is interrupted, it leads to higher 
levels of inflammation in the body.

Meditation and yoga. With medi-
tation and yoga, you are not only 
training the brain to exist at a low-
er level of excitement, but you are 
also moving the body in ways that 
create relaxation and calm. Our 
brain is able to rest and our nerv-
ous system can start to calm down.

Avoid caffeine and alcohol. 
These substances are stimulating 
and can increase anxiety. They 

may seem helpful in the beginning 
but, as they reach their half-life and 
the effects drop in the body, they 
can cause an increase in anxiety 
and pain.

Lower inflammation with an 
anti-inflammatory diet. Long-term 
studies show that diets high in in-
flammatory and processed foods 
are connected to an increase in 
anxiety and mental health disor-
ders.

Inflammation in the body also 
can increase pain. by consuming 
a diet high in antioxidants, mono-
unsaturated fats and lean proteins, 
you are helping to lower the in-
flammatory markers in your body.

Creating a life with less pain
Ultimately managing chronic 

conditions like pain and anxiety is 
a lifelong commitment. It requires 
a change in your lifestyle and a 
dedication to getting to know what 
works for your individual body as 
well.

The suggestions above are not 
a substitution for medical care. If 
you are experiencing chronic pain 
and chronic anxiety, it is important 
to be under the care of a medical 
professional to help you manage 
the condition.

Finding ways to decrease either 
the pain or the anxiety can be in-
credibly helpful in maintaining a 
quality of life that we all want and 
aspire to. No one deserves to live 
a life of pain, be it emotional or 
physical.

* A medium.com dispatch. 
Granola Mommie is a writer for 
Invisible Illness, a mother of 
eight and a functional nutrition 
counsellor passionate about nu-
trition and mental health as well 
as raising amazing humans.

Could ‘Global South’ be to blame 
on slow investments, job creation? 
THE condition of the world’s poor 

– or ‘poor’ –countries has never left 
the agenda list in global economic 
dialogue.

However, experts will say it is 
more about what countries of the 
‘global north’ say to one another on 
the issue than ‘Global South’ influ-
encing such decisions. There are 
pros and cons in panel roots for ei-
ther argument, but the issue is what 
the Global South is itself doing on 
the matter.

This is what came up lately as a 
number of countries met in a virtual 
summit chiefly to discuss how they 
could work together for a bigger and 
more effective role by the Global 
South in global economic coop-
eration. In remarks at the summit, 
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa laid 
out the case for the international 
community to support the growth 
of the economies of developing 
countries in expanding the partici-
pation of its people in development.

In the first place, that formulation 
needs to be factored into its psy-
chological elements or premises, as 
ordinarily everyone does in life with 
what is available and the best for 
one’s own comfort or strategy. In 
that case, all choices of economic 
participation are personal, or local.

yet, what the premier underlined 
was that decisions made elsewhere 
hugely affect what individuals can 
do. 

 This is essentially because per-
sonal choices are tailored to relate 
to what is possible in the market – 
for instance, one decides to trade in 
this or that commodity or service 
because there is some promise of 
demand. As is evidently the case, 
at least going by what is often wit-
nessed in Dar es Salaam city, the 
degree to which those with funds 
to spare are investing in fixed assets 
and trades of one sort or another is 
staggering.

Indeed, there was a time when 

restaurants and bars used to be full 
much of the time; now they appear 
all but abandoned. 

The second ‘voice of Global South 
Summit’, chaired virtually by Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, sat to 
discuss how the forum could ensure 
that developed countries played a 
greater role in shoring up the econo-
mies of developing countries to facili-
tate the flow of investments into the 
latter countries.

The issue was in part whether 
the global economy is aligned with 
the needs of developing economies, 
with a specific appeal to platform 
participants to formulate ways to ad-
dress climate change challenges. Also 
cited were renewable energy, youth 
employment and women advance-
ment. That the meeting brought 
together experts from scores of de-
veloping countries to discuss their 
challenges by airing their voices for 
onward relaying to the G20 summit 
slated for later this month implies 
that it was a vital opportunity.

The issue is whether it wasn’t likely 
to be wasted on ways of obtaining 
more public finance while the West 
has numerous emergencies of its 
own. The most workable plan would 
be to figure out how to get massive 
private finance into developing coun-
tries. briefing the summit partici-
pants in earlier remarks, the Indian 
leader noted that the platform had 
more than 100 member countries 
but all were still linked by largely the 
same needs and priorities.

That is why it is crucial that the 
leaders start looking beyond the 
aid matrix and delve into how large 
amounts of capital can flow and 
into a situation where rapid growth 
is possible, as was the case in South 
East Asia. Trouble is that most leaders 
operate with an anti-colonial men-
tality that ‘entitles’ the Global South 
to regrets, reparations and aid, not 
opening up for capital investments 
by property transfers.
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It’s time to ask (and answer) tough questions about maternal mortality  
By Mutayoba Arbogast, Bukoba

N
O woman should die while giving life is a popu-
lar safe motherhood message used to create 
awareness about preventable maternal and 
infant mortality, and to advocate for increased 

deliveries at health facilities.
Granted, tanzania has made strides in cutting the 

number of women who die while giving life but what is 
lacking is consistency in doing the god job. for instance, 
while there was a 47 percent reduction of maternal mor-
tality rate between 1990 and 2012 (870 and 232 deaths 
per 100,000 live births respectively), we did not make 
sufficient progress to attain Millenium Development 
Goal (SDG3) of reducing maternal mortality to 193 per 
100,000 live births. Sadly, the deaths increased to 556 
per 100,000 live births in 2015 and now stand at 238 
deaths per 100,000 live births.

another sad reality is reports of women for lack of 
money to pay for various medical fees. In a country 
where the health policy calls for a fee-free health care 
for pregnant women the lingering question is who is to 
blame for non-adherence to the policy?

recently, the news that a pregnant woman and her 
baby died due to lack of surgical care at Kabuku health 
center in Handeni District, tanga region on 11 November 
2023, after she failed to pay 150,000/- was very shocking 
and left a mind-boggling question for how long will it 
take to stop pregnant mothers from dying.

the usual victims of such recurring incidences  at 
health facilities, are pregnant women who are not able to 
pay for medical services due to poverty, as was the case 
of the pregnant mother, Mariam Zahoro (30), a resident 
of Mumbwi village.

the deceased’s mother, Hadija athumani, was quoted 
as saying that they were harassed and insulted because 
they had no money to pay despite pleading for assis-
tance unsuccessfully.

“I had nothing to do, just to watch her giving me her 
hand, saying, 'Mom, I am powerless and lam dying', and 
off she went," she said.

reacting to the incident, Health Minister ummy Mwal-
imu said that she received with regret the news of the 
death of a pregnant woman and her baby and that a 
team from the Office of the regional Medical Officer, 
consisting of two specialist doctors (a gynecologist and 
obstetrician) was sent to investigate the matter.

also, authorities in Handeni District Council an-
nounced suspension of three employees to give room 
for the investigation of what actually transpired and led 
to the avoidable deaths.

It's well and good that action is being taken, however, 
in many cases when these incidents occur, members of 
the public as well as some government officials give the 
impression that nurses and other healthcare workers 
are to blame for laziness, incompetence, and unkindness 
to patients, hence unnecessary sufferings and avoidable 

One of the three intensive care ventilators   donated to the Muhimbili National Hospital in July this year by Gradian Healh Systems to strengthen  health care in Tanzania 
( facebook, Muhimbili National Hospital)

but thrive. this can only be a reality if policies that safe-
guard the health and welfare of pregnant women are 
implemented fully.

It is time the relevant authorities ensured that reck-
less officials (if any) at the Ministry of Health and at sub-
national level through the President’s Office (regional 
and Local Government) are held accountable for not 
executing their duties in line with the law, policies and 
national programmes. every actor in their respective 
position is expected to carry out their duties diligently 
for the safety of mothers and babies.

In rural areas of our country, access to quality health 
services for pregnant women is constrained due to 
many reasons, including inadequate skills among 
healthcare providers, distance to health facilities, costs 
and inadequate obstetric diagnostic capacities.  It is 
high time all key ministries implementing NM-eCDP 
play their part fully for the benefit of our country, par-
ticularly the vulnerable citizens, pregnant women and 
their babies.

deaths.
In fairness, we ought to hear the 

other side of the story. Could it be 
that the Ministry of Health speaks 
about free services to pregnant 
mothers and babies, contrary to the 
real situation on the ground?

the 2007 tanzania Health Policy 
calls for free health services for the 
elderly, pregnant women, and chil-
dren under the age of five. However, 
there are reports of patients in the 
said groups required to pay.

a nurse working in a public 
health facility here who requested 
anonymity said health workers are 
always unfairly blamed for not at-
tending to expectant mothers who 
are unable to pay,  explaining that 
they can hardly render optimum 

life-saving care without necessary 
devices like gloves, scissors, needle 
holder, and artery forceps.

“Can surgeons perform proce-
dures without required medical de-
vices? they can't and charge master 
can’t release the devices without 
seeing payment,”, she said.

“even if a person with a very com-
passionate heart decides to provide 
them freely, what can they report to 
the officer in charge and if they take 
out of their pocket, how many pa-
tients can a nurse be able to help?”

SDG 3 aims to prevent needless 
suffering from preventable diseases 
and premature death by focusing 
on key targets that boost the health 
of a country's overall population. 
Its target is to see a global mater-

nal mortality ratio of less than 70 
deaths per 100,000 live births by 
2030.

to reach the SDG target in 2030, 
government initiatives should be di-
rected at improving health services 
by building many health facilities 
in the country, supplying medi-
cine and equipment, alongside in-
creasing the rate of training health 
workers while also specifying how 
expectant mothers can get health 
services free in line with 2007 
Health Policy.

the National Multi-Sectoral early 
Childhood Programme 2021/22-
2025-26 (NM-eCDP) whose imple-
mentation is underway calls for 
coordinated efforts in ensuring 
children not only survive childbirth 

By Vanessa Buschschlüter

a
r G e N t I N e S 
voted yesterday 
in a run-off elec-
tion to choose 

the man who will lead the 
South american country 
for the next four years.

Opinion polls put the 
two candidates, left-wing 
economy minister Sergio 
Massa and far-right liber-
tarian Javier Milei, neck 
and neck.

Mr Massa won the first 
round with 36.7%, ahead of 
Mr Milei with 30%.

But polls suggest Mr 
Milei, who has promised 
to "blow up" argentina's 
political system, has made 
gains since.

Polling gets under way 
at 08:00 local time (11:00 
GMt) and closes at 18:00.

With 40% of argentines 
living in poverty, high pric-
es and skyrocketing infla-
tion are by far voters' top 
concerns.

It therefore came as a 
surprise to many when 
Mr Massa, who has been at 
the helm of the ministry of 
the economy as the coun-
try's annual inflation rate 
reached a whopping 143%, 
beat Mr Milei into sec-
ond place during the first 
round on 22 October.

But as he was short of 
the 45% of votes needed 
to win outright, Mr Massa 
now faces Mr Milei again in 
the decisive run-off.

the candidate who 
came third on 22 Octo-
ber, conservative Patricia 
Bullrich, has thrown her 
weight behind Mr Milei, 
and polls suggest most of 
her voters will back the 
self-proclaimed anarcho-
capitalist.

Argentines choose between polar opposites in run-off

and while a majority of surveys are giving Mr 
Milei a slight lead over his rival, Sunday's run-off 
looks set to be a nail-biting finish to an acrimonious 
election campaign.

Javier Milei, 53, is an economist whose anti-estab-
lishment rhetoric has gained him a loyal following 
especially among young voters disillusioned with 
traditional politics.

His Libertarian party, which he founded in 2018, 
is seen by voters as untainted by mistakes of the past 
and much of his appeal stems from the fact that vot-
ers are willing to give his radical proposals a chance 

after decades of economic upheaval.
Mr Milei has promised to replace the local curren-

cy, the peso, with the uS dollar, and said he would 
"blow up" argentina's central bank.

He likes to court controversy on social issues, 
too, saying he will abolish sex education in schools, 
loosen gun laws and allow the sale and purchase of 
human organs. Prone to outbursts and swearing, he 
has even attacked Pope francis, whom he accused 
of being a communist.

the flamboyant economist, who likes to appear 
at events wearing a leather jacket and wielding a 

chainsaw, has devoted followers who mob him 
wherever he goes.

Sergio Massa, 51, a seasoned politician who led 
the Chamber of Deputies before becoming econ-
omy minister in the Peronist government in 2022, 
has been trying to convince voters that he has the 
experience to steer the country out of its economic 
slump. He says he is the man who will guarantee 
that argentina's poor will continue getting welfare 
payments and subsidised public transport.

On social issues he is liberal, backing argentina's 
recent legalisation of abortion. He has also warned 

Javier Milei and Sergio Massa have been battling it out in an acrimonious election campaign

of the dangers of climate change, in contrast 
to Mr Milei, who is a climate-change sceptic.

and while Mr Massa has been trying to 
sway undecided voters by encouraging 
them to vote against Mr Milei - whom he 
portrays as a liability - he is unlikely to be 
able to win over a considerable proportion 
of argentines who have told pollsters from 
company CB Consultoras that they are so 
fed up with his Peronist party that they 
"would never vote" for him. BBC
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The carnage in Gaza: United Nation’s 10-point humanitarian plan 
By Martin Griffiths

T
He reason I wanted to speak to you was to 
outline something very specific about Gaza, 
of course, which is about the approach being 
taken and planned by the united Nations and 

other humanitarian agencies to provide aid to Gaza.
a very specific thing – and the reason why I wanted 

to talk about this is because, of course – there have 
been allegations from certain quarters that we aren’t 
ready, that we don’t have the trucks, that we don’t 
have the fuel, why shouldn’t we use safe zones, and so 
forth. So, this is intended to demonstrate and to give 
some details, and I know that you’ve seen some of this 
already, of the approach that we plan to do.

Now, number one, we plan to follow the standard 
experience and procedures that humanitarian agen-
cies have had all over the world. this is not new in it-
self. the extent of the suffering is insufferable, but the 
approach of humanitarian agencies, depending on the 
requirements of international humanitarian aid and 
support, is going to be the same in Gaza as it might be 
in ukraine, in Sudan or elsewhere.

and I will describe what that might look like. and 
I’m saying this obviously in the context of the increas-
ing flow of population down from the north to the 
south of Gaza. Clearly that’s the perspective. that’s the 
context in which I’m speaking.

So, I’ll go through these 10 points:
first of all, to facilitate the agencies’ efforts to bring 

in a continuous flow of aid convoys safely. the key 
word here is “continuous.” aid needs to be reliable, 
on the day, on the next day, on the next week. People 
need to know that there will be aid coming tomorrow 
or the next day. they need to know that they have 
time to consume these supplies because more is com-
ing at the next moment.

Number two: Crucial, crucial for the logistics – is 
to open additional crossing points for aid and com-
mercial trucks to enter into Gaza, including Kerem 
Shalom from Israel. Now, much has been made of 
the importance of the need to provide opportunities 
for commercial aid to get into Gaza. By the way, once 
again, that’s a very common feature of the aspects of 
an urgent humanitarian program. Sudan was exactly 
the same, we had very similar points made in the early 
days, you remember the evacuation from Khartoum.

But it’s particularly important in Gaza because of 
the total dependency of a population which cannot 
move outside the territory. So more crossing points, 
including that Kerem Shalom, which used to carry 
more than 60 per cent of the truckloads going through 
before this conflict, this recent conflict started. So 
please, Kerem Shalom. Please Israel, give us that for 
our crossing point.

Next, allow the united Nations and other humani-
tarian organizations access to fuel. Now, you’ve heard 
a lot about the need for fuel. I believe [Commissioner-
General of the uN relief and Works agency for Pal-
estine refugees in the Near east (uNrWa)] Philippe 
Lazzarini has also issued a (statement) this afternoon, 
saying that they received about 24,000 litres of fuel. I 
just want to say a couple of words on fuel, probably to 
repeat what you’ve heard elsewhere.

Number three, fuel is the driver of so many aspects 
of the humanitarian response. It’s the driver of de-
salination. It’s the driver of electricity. It’s the driver 
of effective hospitals. It’s the driver of trucks that will 
go from rafah on entry to the distribution points. the 
24,000 litres – most welcome, no question about it – is 
not enough to provide the fuel that we need daily to 
get to the whole of Gaza.

My understanding is that to cover the whole of the 
Gazan territory and therefore all of the people in 
need, we would need about 200,000 liters a day. Now, 
this has been happening for years. uNrWa has exten-
sive experience in this. uNOPS [the uN Office for Pro-
ject Services] has extensive experience also in helping 
make the distribution of fuel. and we understand the 
need for monitoring.

But the idea that we have been pursuing daily and 
nightly in negotiation with Israel, egypt, and with 
the assistance of the united States, is to replenish the 
stocks in the uNrWa depot near rafah and then take 
it from there to be used by trucks going around Gaza 
to where people are able to be.

Number four: this is bedrock, of course: enable hu-
manitarian organizations to deliver aid throughout 
Gaza without impediment or interference. I haven’t 
witnessed in my many, many decades of dealing with 
war, an occasion on which so much attention is being 
paid to the requirements of international humanitar-

UNICEF executive director Catherine Russell (right) visits Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, Gaza on November 14, 2023. Credit: UNICEF/ UNI470988

ian law, otherwise called the rules of 
war.

One of them is to allow people to go 
where they decide to go, they will de-
cide where they’re safe. they will de-
cide when they want to move and not 
move. and the same goes for us – that 
we need safety to deliver aid to wher-
ever those people go.

Number five: allow us – humanitarian 
organizations – to expand the number 
of safe shelters for displaced people in 
schools and other public facilities across 
Gaza. this is an absolutely central part of 
uNrWa’s preparedness – uNrWa, which 
thank God for uNrWa, is in existence 
and is still the buffer between survival 
and tragedy for so many people in Gaza. 
and it needs the opportunity to expand 
the number of safe shelters across the 
south.

for example, it could take an agree-
ment with the Palestinian authority to 
use Pa schools to expand shelters for 
those fleeing south. We’ve all heard about 
the way in which uNrWa institutions, 
schools, hospitals and elsewhere are 
flooded with IDPs [internally displaced 
people].

We need to expand the numbers of 
such institutions in the south. I’m not say-
ing that all the people will go all to these 
shelters where we raise the uN flag to say, 
this is a uN-protected institution. But it 
gives us at least a little bit more chance to 
help people be safe.

Number six: Improve a humanitarian 
notification mechanism. I expect it’s fa-
miliar to most of you. But in all countries 
in conflict – whether it’s Syria, ukraine, 
Yemen, where I spent a lot of time, and 
indeed Gaza – for many, many years, the 
humanitarian community has used a no-

tification system, a humanitarian notifica-
tion system, to deconflict specific places 
which are protected, either protected 
under humanitarian law – like hospitals, 
schools and other places – or to tell the 
parties this is where we will be moving, 
from a to B to C, to deliver aid.

We notify the parties, whether it’s in 
ukraine, or Gaza or elsewhere, of what 
our plans are, so that they are on notice 
not to attack us, to allow what humanitar-
ian law again requires: the safe passage of 
humanitarian assistance.

Number seven: Part of the approach, 
in the south, is to set up, establish and 
work from relief distribution hubs. there 
will be people who take shelter, as I have 
already referred to, who can receive aid 
directly where they are. there will be oth-
er people who are in houses or moving 
around or other places to live in.

and we will need distribution hubs to 
which they can come or from which we 
can go to deliver food, medical supplies 
and other items to them on a continuous 
basis. I spent some time in the last year in 
ukraine, for example, where these distri-
bution hubs, especially through the win-
ter, were key, the key part of a humanitar-
ian operation. It should be no different in 
Gaza.

Number eight: fundamental – allow 
civilians to move to safer areas and to 
voluntarily return to their residences in 
the north, if they so desire. the freedom 
of movement of civilians in war is a fun-
damental privilege and requirement of 
international humanitarian law. You will 
have seen various statements of my col-
leagues in the Inter-agency Standing 
Committee about the idea of safe zones, 
opposing the idea of safe zones.

the united Nations has a history on 

safe zones. We remember Srebrenica, we 
remember what happened then, and we 
know the requirements – legally and op-
erationally – to make a zone safe, includ-
ing, by the way, for example, that all par-
ties should agree to this being a safe zone. 
So, we are not enthusiastic about such 
safe zones. But we also insist that, in any 
case, it is not for us or others to decide 
where people should go.

they should decide, if they want to de-
cide to go to where is designated and is 
proposed as a safe zone, let it be. Let it be 
their decision, and we will, of course, pro-
vide assistance to them there. But we will 
not be part of an establishment of a safe 
zone which does not meet the require-
ments that we have found, through our 
own bitter experience, so demanding.

Number nine: funding, boring as it is, 
$1.2 billion of an emergency appeal for 
the operation. I think we are into [$132] 
million so far. I was talking yesterday to 
Lynn Hastings, the Humanitarian Coor-
dinator, based in Jerusalem, for the Oc-
cupied territory, and I was asking her 
the question you write, which is: What 
do you really need now? She said fuel, 
money – money to fund the operation. 
We have incidentally around 460 trucks 
in al arish, in rafah area, ready to go in.

and I am very grateful to hear today 
through the Secretary-General himself, 
that the Israeli Government has decided, 
and we thank them, not to put a cap on 
the number of trucks going in. We have 
the trucks, we need the fuel, and we 
need the money to fund the delivery. 
and then we can do the job that we are 
there to do.

finally: Implement a humanitarian 
ceasefire. there has been a huge, huge 
discussion, particularly in the Security 

Council and elsewhere, on the differ-
ence between truces and hudnas and 
pauses and ceasefire. I have spent 50 
years dealing with different words to 
describe something which is essentially 
very, very simple: Silence the guns. Stop 
the fighting to allow the people to move 
safely.

Do it for as long as possible. allow 
them to move safely on their own, not 
hindered and not pushed. and silence 
those guns long enough to give the peo-
ple of Gaza a breather from the terrible, 
terrible things that have been put on 
them these last few weeks. this is very, 
very important.

So, these points together constitute for 
us an approach which we are applying – 
it’s been going for some time – which we 
are applying for Gaza and we would ap-
ply elsewhere, if for example, the Occu-
pied territory became severely afflicted.

It’s not new. It won’t be perfect. It will 
be messy. It requires from the parties 
an adherence to humanitarian law and 
humanity. It requires from the interna-
tional community funding urgently and 
quickly and requires from us and my col-
leagues the courage, which I think they 
have shown amply in these last few 
weeks, to go where others would not, 
but where the Gazans are and where 
they need their presence.

This article is based on a press 
briefing in Geneva on 15 November 
2023.

Martin Griffiths is UN Under-Sec-
retary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coor-
dinator

IPS UN Bureau
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InsIDe an agriculture demonstra-
tion center in the republic of the 
Congo, machines are automatically 
cleaning, peeling, slicing and grind-
ing cassava, turning the starchy tubers 
into flour.

for a long time, cassava crops in 
the central african nation have been 
manually peeled, and soaked in water 
before being dried and ground, a pro-
cess that can take a few days.

earlier this year, a cassava flour pro-
duction line introduced from China 
was set up at the center in Brazzaville, 
with the capacity to produce 4,000 
tonnes of high-quality flour annually.

"now we no longer worry about 
not being able to dry cassavas when 
it rains. the production is done auto-
matically under the roof," said Congo-
lese minister of agriculture, livestock 
and fisheries Paul Valentin ngobo. He 
added that the stable purchase price 
offered by the factory will also help 
increase the income of local farmers.

Cassava is an important staple food 
in africa, but its output has long been 
bottlenecked by a lack of better vari-
eties, advanced farming techniques 
and processing facilities. China, 
though not a large producer of cassa-
va, is an important market for the crop 
and a global research powerhouse of 
cassava-related technologies.

amid the booming agricultural co-
operation between China and africa 
in recent years, new cassava varieties, 
farming and processing techniques 
from China are quickly taking root in 
africa through technical training and 
jointly-built demonstration bases.

at the just-concluded second fo-
rum on China-africa Cooperation in 
agriculture held in the city of sanya 
in Hainan Province, Chinese agrono-
mists issued a plan to further expand 

the area of new cassava varieties and 
advanced farming techniques to over 
500,000 hectares in africa.

according to the plan issued by the 
Chinese academy of tropical agricul-
tural sciences (Catas), the improved 
varieties and techniques are expected 
to raise the yield of the root crops 
above 17 tonnes per hectare.

starch-rich cassava provides food 
for more than 200 million people in 
africa and is an important food securi-
ty crop for the continent long plagued 
by hunger and malnutrition.

However, due to a lack of good vari-
eties and cultivation technologies, ex-
perts and officials said the per-hectare 
cassava yield in africa was only about 
8.5 tonnes in 2021, lower than the 
global average.

Chinese institutes, meanwhile, have 
risen to the forefront of cassava tech-
nologies amid the country's drive to 
ensure food security and to turn cas-
savas into an important industrial in-
gredient. the Catas, for instance, has 
bred more than 20 high-yielding, dis-
ease-resistant cassava varieties, and 
developed various cassava cultivation 
and processing technologies.

such new varieties and technolo-
gies have so far been popularized on 
more than 666,000 hectares of land 
outside China.

at the 59-hectare Congolese center 
built with Chinese support, an im-
proved cassava variety has achieved 
an annual yield of 51 tonnes per hec-
tare, 5.6 times that of local varieties, 
according to Catas.

"through cooperation, we've col-
lected more than 900 samples of cas-
sava germplasm resources from Chi-
na and beyond. we then used them to 
develop good-quality hybrid varieties 
and shared them with our african 
partners," said Li Kaimian, vice head 
of the Catas.

Cassava thrives in deepening 
sino-african agri-cooperation

the institute has now expanded the cassava coop-
eration to the industrial sector, having set up auto-
matic production lines for cassava flour, biscuits and 
crisps in countries including nigeria, tanzania and 
uganda, Li said.

"two major problems faced in africa are the low 
per-hectare output of cassavas and the lack of pro-
cessing to help the crops grown by small farmers 
enter the market," said Xie Jianghui, vice head of the 
Catas. He added that the institute now has the dual 
goal of both revving up the cassava yield to bolster 
food security in africa and raising small farmers' in-
come to reduce poverty.

Cooperation in cassava farming represents the lat-
est outcome of the burgeoning agricultural collabo-

ration between China and africa.
Over the past decade, China has set up 24 agricul-

tural technology demonstration centers in africa 
and popularized more than 300 advanced agricul-
tural technologies, which have increased local crop 
yields by an average of 30 to 60 percent, said tang 
renjian, China's minister of agriculture and rural af-
fairs.

By the end of 2021, agricultural investment by Chi-
nese enterprises in africa had reached 12.8 billion 
yuan (about 1.77 billion u.s. dollars), growing at an 
average annual rate of 11.4 percent, tang added.

as farm yields increase in africa, the two sides are 
also deepening cooperation on trade to allow more 
african produce to enter the expanding Chinese 

By Tom Page

s
uPPOrters of africa’s cul-
tural and natural heritage 
recently had cause to cel-
ebrate. at the 45th session 

of the world Heritage Committee 
in september, unesCO announced 
five new locations had joined the 
list of world Heritage sites, taking 
sub-saharan africa’s total over 100 
for the first time.

rwanda’s first two world Her-
itage sites were named among 
42 new entries worldwide. One, 
nyungwe national Park, has a di-
verse topography including forests 
and peat bogs, and is home to the 
eastern Chimpanzee, Golden Mon-
key and other endemic species. 
the other is a collection of sites 
in nyamata, Murambi, Gisozi and 
Bisesero, memorializing the 1994 
genocide that targeted rwanda’s 
tutsi population.

ethiopia’s 215,000-hectare 
(531,000-acre) Bale Mountains 
national Park, which includes 
the continent’s largest afro-alpine 
habitat, and Gedeo Cultural Land-
scape, home to 250,000 indige-
nous Gedeo people in the eastern 
Highlands, were also inscribed on 
the world Heritage list, along with 
the forest Massif of Odzala-Kokoua 
in the republic of Congo, a vital 
habitat for the region’s forest el-
ephants.

But that good news was tem-
pered by the understanding that 
the continent still has a long way 
to go when it comes to recognition 
of its heritage. sub-saharan africa, 
home to 1.2 billion people, contains 
less than 10% of sites inscribed 
on the list. Moreover, africa has a 
higher percentage of world Herit-
ages sites in danger than any other 
continent, and 11 countries (Burun-
di, Comoros, Djibouti, equatorial 
Guinea, eswatini, Guinea-Bissau, 
Liberia, sao tome and Principe, 
sierra Leone, somalia and south 
sudan) do not have a single entry 
on the list.

there are currently 1,199 world 
Heritage sites, benefitting from 
the conservation agreements and 
tourism that come with that sta-
tus. unesCO lists 103 of those sites 
in its africa region, which does 
not feature algeria, egypt, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco, sudan and 

Sub-Saharan Africa boasts over 100 world heritage sites

tunisia – countries that have a total of 42 world Heritage sites – 
which unesCO includes in its arab states region.

to qualify, a site must be of “outstanding universal value” and 
meet at least one of 10 criteria, such as representing “a master-
piece of human creative genius,” containing “superlative natu-
ral phenomena,” or bearing “exceptional testimony to a cultural 
tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disap-
peared.” africa is not lacking these. so why the historic under-
representation?

Lazare eloundou assomo, director of world Heritage, says 
multiple factors have contributed. One is that some nations 
were slow to ratify the 1972 world Heritage convention, allowing 
them to submit applications for world Heritage status. (somalia, 
for example, only ratified the convention in 2020.) another fac-
tor is a historic lack of expertise and capacity in some countries 
to identify and nominate prospective sites, he says

there’s also no escaping the fact the nomination process can 
be long and expensive. It takes at least two years for a site to go 
from nomination to inscription on the world Heritage list, says 
unesCO, and can demand resources that some nations simply 
might not have at their disposal.

african forest elephant (Loxodonta cyclotis) in Lekoli river, 
Odzala-Kokoua national Park, Cuvette-Ouest region, republic 
of the Congo. (Photo by: education Images/universal Images 
Group via Getty Images)

to tackle these challenges, unesCO has announced “Priority 
africa,” a plan to boost identification and preservation across 
the continent between now and 2029.

“this new strategy is bringing a new momentum,” says eloun-
dou assomo, pointing to previous global initiatives to bring bal-
ance to the world Heritage list, dating back to 1994.

“By 2025, we will make sure that most of the african coun-
tries that do not have a world Heritage site have at least started 
preparing a nomination dossier,” he says, adding he hopes that 
every african nation currently without a site on the list will have 
one by the end of the decade.

the world Heritage director – from Cameroon, and the first 
african to hold the position – says there are more local resourc-
es and expertise than ever before to help maintain heritage 
sites. unesCO has also partnered with the african world Herit-
age fund on a mentorship program to train professionals from 
a “younger generation, so that they can be the experts and care-
takers of tomorrow,” says eloundou assomo.

another goal of the strategy is to work to reduce the number 
of african sites listed as “world Heritage in Danger.” Human con-
flict and natural disaster, urban development, poaching, pollu-
tion and unchecked tourism can all pose a threat, says unesCO.

fifteen sites in unesCO’s africa tally are listed as in danger 
and unesCO wants to work with its partners to halve that num-
ber by 2029.

In positive news, one site in uganda, the 19th century tombs 
of Buganda Kings at Kasubi, in Kampala, was recently removed 
from the in-danger list after a 13-year effort to restore their in-
digenous architecture after a fire ripped through the tombs in 
2010.

eloundou assomo says that even in the most challenging cir-

cumstances, “it is paramount to support african coun-
tries in their effort (to preserve their heritage).”

“world heritage is considered part of the soul of 
nations and soul of communities,” eloundou assomo 
says. “their destruction is the disappearance of some 
identity.”

“If people protect (heritage sites), it helps people 
rebuild themselves … they have what defines them; 
because they know their past, they can build for the 
future,” he adds.

the six-year mission from unesCO is but the blink 
of an eye for some of the continent’s oldest and most 
venerated locations. while it is down to individual na-
tions to submit applications for inclusion on the list, 
the director did let slip one place he’d like to see in-
scribed in the future: the Bissagos Islands. the archi-
pelago off the coast of Guinea-Bissau is not only a bio-
diversity hotspot, it is also populated by a matriarchal 
society, and would become the nation’s first world 
Heritage site.

eloundou assomo stresses that countries should 
look broadly at what they might want to submit to un-
esCO for consideration.

“You don’t (need to) have an eiffel tower (to) pro-
pose a world Heritage site,” he says. “It’s not only the 
monumental – there are a variety of sites everywhere 
in the world that have the potential to join the list.”

market.
In 2023, the trade volume of agricultural products 

between China and africa is expected to exceed 10 
billion u.s. dollars, nearly doubling that of a decade 
ago, according to tang.

"China is the world's largest developing country, 
and africa is home to the largest number of develop-
ing countries. China and africa have long formed a 
community of shared future," said Liu Guodao, from 
the Chinese society for tropical Crops.

Liu said that China has a small tropical area, while 
africa has a tropical area more than 60 times that of 
China. "Cooperation in tropical agriculture between 
China and africa is a basic and concrete measure in 
reducing poverty and benefiting farmers."

Li Keming (L), an expert from the Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences, checks the growth of crop on a plantation with his Congolese col-
league at the China-Aid Agriculture Technology Demonstration Center in Brazzaville, the Republic of the Congo.

An African forest elephant in Odzala-Kokoua National Park in DRC. The park, a new UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a stronghold for the animal.
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15.Worldwide
16. a plateau
19. a devious or cunning 
stratagem  20. besides 
21. of little depth
23.a utility vehicle in USA
24.female swan 25.the solution 
to a problem 26.a young girl 
Down:
1. second largest port in 
Tanzania
2. the first couple in Biblical 
history 3. natives of Boeotia
4.  a strange person 
5.  label again 
6.  self-confidence 
7.  half of two 
8.  in opposition to 
9.  a device controlling a flow 
of liquid from a pipe
13. a former measure of length 
17.bastard wing 
18.conscious or international 
actions   19. at what time 
21.a bath containing hot 
aerated water  22.a rower 

Across:
1. modern name of Kazeh 
6.  a deep wide trench filled with water 
10.a house or home 
11.speakers of Polynesian language 
12.used in sewing 
14.gather a crop
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By Caryn Dolley

N
atIONaL police commissioner General fan-
nie Masemola says members of class action 
proceedings – Western Cape families of people 
murdered with allegedly cop-smuggled firearms 

– will need to prove the guns were channelled via a cor-
rupt officer.

If they cannot do so, he adds, they may not be classified 
as part of the class action.

Masemola’s stance on the Western Cape lawsuit, which 
is still at an early stage, is part of an affidavit he signed in 
Pretoria on 2 October that Daily Maverick has seen.

‘Prove cop corruption’
It suggests that, although the South african Police Ser-

vice (SaPS) is not totally against the class action, it will be 
up to the 10 applicants in the case to prove that specific 
police corruption resulted in the shootings that affected 
them.

this could be tricky because that information probably 
resides with the SaPS.

Daily Maverick previously reported that a group of West-
ern Cape families of individuals murdered with police-
smuggled firearms – as well as survivors of such crimes 
– wanted compensation for what they had been through.

In May 2023, documents to apply for certification of the 
class action were lodged in the Western Cape High Court.

Gun free South africa (GfSa) was driving the proceed-
ings, in which damages were being sought from Police 
Minister Bheki Cele. Masemola and provincial police boss-
es were also cited as respondents in the case.

Project Impi origins
the lawsuit hinges on Project Impi – South africa’s big-

gest firearm smuggling investigation – that led to the ar-
rest of Chris Prinsloo, now a former police colonel who 
confessed to selling firearms that had been consigned to 
be destroyed. 

Some of these weapons ended up with gangsters in the 
Western Cape.

according to Project Impi investigations, about 2,000 
cop-smuggled firearms could be linked to the shooting of 
261 children – as well as 1,666 murders and 1,403 attempt-
ed murders.

In 2016, Prinsloo was convicted and sentenced to 18 
years in jail, but he served only four years of his prison 
sentence.

Meanwhile, in 2016, Project Impi collapsed and its in-
vestigators, including former policeman Jeremy Vearey, 
claimed SaPS bosses had undermined it.

Project Impi firearms are alleged to have affected nine 
of the 10 applicants in the class action lawsuit.

Guns to gangs: ‘Prove our stolen firearms were used in killings’

linked to Prinsloo.
He refers to various incidents, including one 

linked to Melanie Kiel, an applicant in the case 
who, in an affidavit of her own, says her son Dud-
ley richards was murdered in Mitchells Plain in 
2013.

Masemola says he went through the ballistics 
reports in that case and an investigating officer’s 
affidavit.

“No firearm was retrieved at the crime scene,” 
he says.

“No link to any ‘Prinsloo firearm’ was estab-
lished.”

‘No Prinsloo links’
Masemola also refers to another case, involving 

Simone Julies, whose two young sons, Mogamat 
Nazeer and Mogamat Moeneer, were wounded in 
October 2014 in Mitchells Plain.

the police boss says that after the shooting “no 
firearms were retrieved and the cartridge cases 
retrieved at the scene could not be linked to any 
firearm”.

Masemola again adds: “No link to any ‘Prinsloo 
firearm’ was established.”

He says  for an applicant to be classified as a 
member of the class action lawsuit, “each will first 
need to prove that the injuries, which allegedly 
give rise to their claim for damages, did, in fact, 
arise from the use of a ‘Prinsloo firearm’”.

until the applicants can prove that, they cannot 
be part of the class action, he adds.

“In each instance, apart from the events sur-
rounding the shooting, applicants will be re-
quired to separately provide detailed ballistic evi-
dence in regard to the firearms and/or cartridge 
cases and bullets relevant to their matter, in an 
attempt to establish that the firearm in questions 
was a ‘Prinsloo firearm’,” reads the affidavit.

aside from selling police guns to gangsters, 

Prinsloo was also involved in distributing military 
and heritage firearms.

Which gun is which?
Masemola, in his affidavit, says this means that 

even if an applicant can prove a Prinsloo firearm 
was used in an incident, it might not be clear that  
the gun emanated from  the SaPS, or was from a 
Sa National Defence force or a heritage source. It 
is not yet apparent what will happen next in the 
lawsuit.

Daily Maverick has previously reported exten-
sively on alleged police corruption involving fire-
arms.

Lieutenant-Colonel Charl Kinnear, who was as-
sassinated outside his Bishop Lavis home in Cape 
town in September 2020, had been investigating 
how police colleagues in Gauteng were allegedly 
creating fraudulent firearm licences for suspect-
ed criminals.

‘28s gang boss’ is linked
another case in which similar allegations have 

surfaced involves 28s gang boss accused ralph 
Stanfield, who, together with his wife Nicole 
Johnson, was arrested at the end of September 
this year.

at the time of their arrests for charges includ-
ing fraud, they were already facing accusations 
stemming from a criminal case that started de-
veloping in 2014.

that case is based on allegations that three 
(now former) police officers linked to the Cen-
tral firearm registry — Priscilla Mangyani, Billy 
april and Mary Cartwright — issued gun licences 
to Stanfield and others who had no legal right to 
them.

this matter is expected to resume next month. 

     DM

Ballistic evidence will be needed
In his affidavit in the case, Masemola says ballistic evi-

dence will be needed for every claim against the SaPS, 
with proof that the firearms used in crimes had been 

Marche Karelse of Manenberg weeps as she explains she is afraid every time she goes home as gun violence is so rife in the Cape Town suburb where she lives, 
Manenberg. (Photo Brenton Geach)
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BUSINESS NMB Bank disburses 1.8trn/- in 
loans to 168,900 women SMEs 

 By Guardian Reporter
 

NMB Bank has 
dished out 
over 1.8trn/- to 
168,600 wom-

en Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) during 
the first 10 months ( Janu-
ary to October) this year 
cementing the bank’s role 
in catalyzing sustainable 
economic growth.

  This aligns with the 
bank’s ambitious strat-
egy that seeks to enhance 
women’s economic em-
powerment across the 
country.

  Speaking during a 
women networking event 
held by the bank in Dar 
es Salaam at the week-
end, the NMB Bank Chief 
Shared Services Nenyu-
ata Mejooli reiterated the 
bank’s commitment to 
supporting financial inclu-
sion for women adding 
that her bank believes that 
women empowerment is 
a catalyst to sustainable 
socio-economic develop-
ment.

  “At NMB bank, we are 
committed to bridge the 
financial inclusion gap 
and we will continue to 
work towards our aspira-
tion by extending bank-
ing services to the under-
banked across the country 
including women. So far 
this year, we have already 

NAIROBI

The International Finance 
Corporation(IFC) is set to invest Sh31.96 
billion ($210 million) in an agribusiness 
project by Italian firm, Eni Kenya.

The IFC said the investment in the 
form of a senior loan will support capi-
tal requirements by Eni Kenya towards 
the construction and operation of agri-
processing plants in the country.

The project is projected to cost 
Sh32.41 billion ($213 million) with the 
World Bank’s private sector lending arm 
promising to help mobilise an addition-
al Sh11.41 billion ($75 million) from other 
lenders.

Eni has initiated a biofuel project in 
Kenya that involves the contractual en-
gagement of third-party farmers and 
aggregators to supply oil seeds (feed-
stock) to Eni-owned agri-processing 
plants in Makueni and Kwale counties. 
Eni Kenya’s third agri-processing plant 
is planned for construction in Nakuru 
county and a fourth at a location yet to 
be determined.

In the strategy by Eni Kenya, the seeds 
will be processed to produce vegetable 
oils for export to Eni bio-refineries in 
Italy and further refined into different 
bio-energy products (biofuels).

The firm will develop and oversee 
supply chains for the agri-hubs, includ-

ing 200,000 hectares of oilseeds pro-
duction, and reaching over 200,000 
smallholder farmers through contract-
ed aggregators.

“The biofuels will be International 
Sustainability and Carbon Certification 
certified as advanced biofuels, being 
produced from “low indirect land-use 
change” feedstocks that do not compete 
with food production because these 
non-edible oilseeds, like castor and cro-
ton, are grown on degraded lands not 
suitable for food production and/or are 
grown in rotation/intercropping with 
food crops,” the IFC said.

Testing the market
Eni Kenya in October 2022 an-

nounced that it had shipped out its first 
batch of vegetable oil for biorefining, 
raising the prospects of its production 
hub in Makueni.

The firm exported the cargo to its 
Gela bio-refinery in Sicily as it targets to 
produce 2,500 tonnes of bio-fuel by the 
end of 2022 and 20,000 tonnes by the 
end of this year.

The shipment marked the pilot phase 
of Kenya’s bid to produce aviation fuel 
and hydrogenated vegetable oil diesel 
and cut reliance on pure fossil fuels.

Production of biofuel is part of the 
global shift to clean fuels and reduce 
carbon emissions that have significantly 
polluted the environment.

IFC invests Sh 32 
billion in Kenya’s 
biofuel project

 By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE United Nation Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) has donated the twen-
ty drying fish racks to fishermen in Pan-
gani and Bagamoyo districts to  meet 
market requirements, improve quality 
and standards of dried sardines.

Prudence Constantine, the Director 
of Emergency Operation and Com-
munications Centre in the Minister of 
State at the Prime Minister’s Office said 
over the weekend in Bagamoyo district, 
Coast region that   the donation is co-
funded by the UNDP –Japan  project.

He said 600 artisan fisheries (women 
and youth) in the Mafia, Bagamoyo, and 
Pangani Coast region were provided 
intensive capacity-building training on 
business management and entrepre-
neurship skills.

He said with support to three coop-
erative societies in Bagamoyo, Pangani, 
and Mafia for preparation of feasibility 
study reports and financial models for 
the Sardine Drying facilities.

 The installation of 20 dry fish racks 
in Bagamoyo and Pangani will help fish-
ermen meet market requirements and 
improve the quality and standards of 
dried sardines.

Constantine said UNDP supported 
Tanzania to establish a mechanism to 
oversee maritime safety and security 
activities to tackle  Illegal, unreported, 
and unregulated  (IUU) fishing, mari-
time pollution, smuggling, and traffick-
ing.

In addition to the aforementioned 
initiative, the project will also provide a 
high-speed patrol boat to enhance the 
safety of the Indian Ocean coast.

The director urged all beneficiaries of 
the project to make the facilities more 
sustainable to empower women and 
youth businesses in Bagamoyo, Panga-
ni, and Mafia.

Pangani Lord Mayor  Akida Baholela 
said expressed gratitude for the assis-
tance from UNDP and the Government 
of Japan, dedicated to supporting the 
youth and women in Pangani  specifi-
cally Kipumbwi village.

“ It is anticipated that 61 percent of 
trained males and 39 percent of trained 

females will utilize the newly equipped 
10 dry fish racks to dry 1,000 kilograms 
of fish,” he stated

UNDP Head of Inclusive Growth Pillar 
Emmanuel Nnko said  they have hand-
ing over 20 fish drying racks in Baga-
moyo and Kipumbwi, to replace   the 
age-old tradition of drying fish on the 
sand or floor.

“This initiative promises to enhance 
their fish products’ quality and create 
opportunities for increased income, 
thanks to UNDP, institute of Rural De-
velopment Planning (IRDP), PMO, and 
Japan’s Government financial support. 
This partnership stands as a beacon of 
positive change, economic empower-
ment, and sustainable practices across 
three districts”.he said

The Coordinator for Economic Coop-
eration at the Japan Embassy Chie Mi-
yashita, expressed that the government 
of Japan is proud to support Tanzania’s 
initiatives to expedite economic em-
powerment for women and youth and 
enhance the capacity of SMEs in Baga-
moyo, Pangani, and Mafia.

 She emphasized that the Embassy of 
Japan is dedicated to supporting wom-
en and youth in improving sustainable 
productivity, climate resilience, and the 
commercialization of fisheries.

The UNDP and IRDP have collabo-
rated to develop feasibility studies and 
business plans for cooperatives in the 
districts of Pangani, Bagamoyo, and Ma-
fia.

The main objective of the collabora-
tion is to empower small-scale fisher-
ies and enhance the value of sea crops 
such as sardines, seaweed, and sea cu-
cumbers.

  The business plans that have been 
developed for these three districts will 
enable access to financing from finan-
cial institutions, which will support the 
construction of the fisheries industry 
and enhance the value of sea crops for 
both the local and international mar-
kets.

The event was attended by senior rep-
resentatives from the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO), UNDP, the  Embassy  of 
Japan, IRDP, and other stakeholders.

UNDP donates drying 
fish racks to Bagamoyo 
and Pangani fishermen 

opened 2.3 million ac-
counts for women this 
year,” Mejooli said.

 Mejooli said that as part 
of fulfilling its commit-
ment to women empow-
erment, her bank in No-
vember 2020, launched its 
‘Jasiri Bond’ preposition, 
a platform that seeks to 
empower and drive finan-
cial inclusion for women 

across various sectors not 
only in Tanzania but Sub-
Saharan Africa as well.

  “The proceedings of 
the bond aimed at provid-
ing affordable financing 
to women-led businesses 
and businesses that direct-
ly affect women,” she add-
ed.  Mejooli noted that the 
bank will continue rolling 
out financial literacy cam-

paigns across the coun-
try as part of its efforts to 
build capacity for various 
groups including women.

 The NMB Bank Head of 
Business Alex Mgeni dur-
ing the event noted that 
the bank has already em-
barked on plans to estab-
lish a national women da-
tabase so as to ensure that 
it provides tailor-made 

banking services to wom-
en across various sectors.

 “We have already iden-
tified some of the key sec-
tors and our quest is to 
ensure that we bring on 
board all the women in 
our database. This data-
base will ensure that we 
provide both tailor-made 
and timely banking servic-
es to women,” Mgeni said.

Dar students benefit from education 
on banking, financial management

NMB Bank’s Chief if Shared Services, Nenyuata Mejooli (C), has a word with the Chairperson of the National Women 
Empowerment Forum, Fatma Kange (L), at a meeting held in Dar es Salaam organized by the Bank and which brought 
together leaders of various women-led institutions. They are with  NMB Bank Dar es Salaam acting zone manager, Ferdnand 
Mpona. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 NBC Bank chief operations officer, Alelio Lowassa (standing), speaks to students of Dar es Salaam Tambaza Secondary School, who participated in a short 
seminar on financial education and savings conducted by the bank at the school at the weekend. Also present were the Headmaster of the School, Hussein 
Mavumba (2nd R), teachers, and other senior officials of the bank. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 By Guardian Reporter

CROSS-section of Tambaza Sec-
ondary School students have ben-
efited with education on banking 
issues and the importance of culti-
vating a savings culture, thanks to 
the initiative made by the National 
Bank of Commerce (NBC).

The bank’s initiative aims to 
provide opportunities for the stu-
dents to learn about financial mat-
ters in order to cultivate a culture 
of saving, develop entrepreneurial 
ideas, and understand how to use 
financial institutions to build their 
economy.

The seminar led by NBC’s head 
of operations, Alelio Lowassa, ac-
companied by other senior offi-
cials from the bank, including the 
head of customer service, Salama 
Mussa, Director of Audit Depart-
ment,  Fulgence Shiraji, and other 
officials, took place in the school. 
The Tambaza Headmaster, Hus-
sein Mavumba, and some teachers 
and students, hosted the event.

Lowassa stated that it is impor-
tant because it aims to build finan-
cial awareness and skills in the 
young generation, including those 
who are expected to complete 
secondary education and pursue 
higher education, as well as those 
who will enter the workforce.

“Financial education for stu-
dents is important because it ena-
bles them to understand early on 
how to manage and control their 
finances, create and follow budg-
ets, and make sound financial de-
cisions. It also teaches them the 
importance of saving, investing, 
and using credit wisely. We believe 
that these are the entrepreneurs, 
investors, and officials of tomor-
row, so it is important to start 
preparing them early so that they 
can also learn how to use financial 
institutions to uplift themselves,” 
she explained.

She said that the lack of financial 
and entrepreneurial education 
among students has been causing 
some of them to struggle to keep 
up with the economic pace in their 
communities when they graduate, 
resulting in them falling into the 
trap of poverty, especially when 
they can’t find employment.

“This situation has been leading 
some of them to engage in drug 
abuse and other immoral activities 
within society,’’ she said.

The training included presenta-
tions on various topics related to 
finance and entrepreneurship, as 
well as providing opportunities 
for the students to respond to and 
discuss various aspects related to 
the topics. Various prizes, includ-

ing jerseys from clubs participat-
ing in the NBC Premier League, 
footballs, and personal gifts, were 
handed over to the school man-
agement and different students. 
While at the school, bank officials 
also participated in a tree planting 
activity for fruit and shade trees in 
the school premises.

School headmaster, Mavumba, 
expressed his gratitude to NBC 
Bank for providing the training 
and emphasized its importance. 
He highlighted that this education 
would benefit the students, espe-
cially those about to graduate, by 
equipping them with knowledge 
about saving and entrepreneurial 
skills, even if they couldn’t pursue 
higher education.

“These kinds of sessions are very 
important, unfortunately not all 
students have been able to receive 
it. Not all graduating students are 
successful in finding employment, 
but many of them decide to be 
self-employed. In such cases, en-
trepreneurship education and 
proper financial management can 
be more beneficial to them. Even 
those who continue with higher 
education find this education 
very helpful in saving and using 
the funds they receive from the 
government as student loans...we 
thank NBC for this education and 

the various gifts they have provid-
ed us,” he expressed his gratitude.’’ 
He mentioned.

Speaking on behalf of their fel-
low students, Siti Omary and Er-
ick Massawe thanked NBC Bank 
for providing the training and 
promised to put it into practice, 
especially in the field of saving. 
Furthermore, they pledged to 
continue being ambassadors to 
spread this education to other stu-
dents due to its importance.

“We are very grateful to NBC for 
deciding to bring this important 
education to us. We believe that 
this education will also be pro-
vided to our peers in other schools 
because many of us are still fac-
ing challenges in understanding 
the importance of saving and lack 
entrepreneurial education. This 
is the reason why we have seen 
many of our colleagues struggling 
to start their own businesses after 
graduation and relying on employ-
ment,” said  Siti.

The step is just a continuation 
of the bank’s efforts in education, 
where through its Wajibika pro-
gramme; it has provided scholar-
ships to 1000 students studying 
vocational training through VETA 
(Vocational Education and Train-
ing Authority) in the country.
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BUSINESS NEWS

 LAGOS

A
t the backdrop of 
the  surging inflation, 
financial market’s re-
sponse has indicated 

that low income earners are now 
at the receiving end while high net-
worth individuals (HNIs) and big cor-
porate organizations are reaping the 
benefits in investment income.

Recall that the National Bureau of 
Statistics, NBS, this week’s figures on 
inflation shows 27.33 percent Year on 
Year (YoY) for the month of October 
2023, the 10th consecutive monthly 
rise and also the highest inflation 
rate in 18 years.

The Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN, 
in response to the development 
since this year, had triggered off its 
inflation targeting monetary policy 
strategy which includes raising Mon-
etary Policy Rate (MPR).

Consequently interest rates have 
been on steady rise in the money 
market while liquidity remained 
high also.

Vanguard findings however, re-
vealed that the HNIs and highly liq-
uid corporate organizations have 
been cashing-in on the development 
to invest huge resources in financial 
assets especially in fixed income 
market as well as equities, raking 
huge returns since this year.

Fixed deposit rates have gone up 
on record highs averaging at 15 per-
cent in the third quarter of this year 
while many fixed income securities 
are trending at 17 percent.

These are coming at the backdrop 
of CBN’s high MPR rate which hit 
18.75 percent in the third quarter 
with likelihood of further rise in the 
next Monetary Policy Committee, 
MPC, meeting scheduled for next 

week.
Also returns on equity invest-

ments as at third quarter is on record 
high of 35 percent, one of the best 
worldwide, a development which 
appears strange because a rising 
fixed income returns usually leads to 
a declining return in equities.

But the low income earners have 
been constrained by the rising infla-
tion which sapped their purchasing 
power and hindered their ability to 
save or invest.

Vanguard findings also show that 
while the HNIs and big businesses 
get higher interest rate on their huge 
cash deposits they also get lowest 
interest rate on loans and almost un-
limited access to credit.

But on the other hand, low income 
earners and small businesses get 
low interest rate on their little sav-
ings and in some cases the interest 
is wiped out into negative by bank 
charges.

Moreover, they have little or no ac-
cess to loans and the ones that could 
have some loan considerations are 
burdened with lending rates far 
higher than the prime rate the HNIs 
and big businesses get.  

Consequently, economists warn 
about looming danger of escalat-
ing poverty amidst huge financial 
returns in the economy, with the 
institutionalization of the poor get-
ting poorer while the rich get richer 
syndrome.

However, analysts who spoke to 
Vanguard explained the situation, 
giving diverse reasons why the situa-
tion emerged and is likely to remain 
or even worsen in the near future.

Reacting to the disparity in money 
market  skewed against low income 
earners, David Adonri, Analyst and 
Vice Executive Chairman at Highcap 

Securities Limited said: “Intermedia-
tors in the financial services indus-
try aim at maximization of income 
and minimization of costs or risks. 
Except in the capital market where 
commission charges are statutorily 
regulated, pricing of services in the 
money market are unregulated.

‘‘Usually, demand deposits (cur-
rent and savings) are quite volatile 
and attract low interests but the 
rates on fixed deposits are much 
higher because of their longer matu-
rity profile.

‘‘Fixed deposits give banks more 
profit as they can be used to create 
less risky assets by the banks. The 
higher rate on fixed deposit serves as 
incentive to depositors to move their 
funds there. 

‘‘Risk and return underlies the 
charging of lower rate to prime de-
positors.’’

On the credit side, he maintained 
that the banks are safer with prime 
customers who are the HNIs and big 
corporate.

He stated: ‘‘The propensity for 
credits to prime customers to go de-

linquent is much lower compared 
to the higher risk inherent in MSME 
(Micro, Small and Medium Enterpris-
es) lending.

‘‘To compensate for this higher 
risks, lenders charge additional risk 
premium.

“Interest rate and fees charged by 
Money Market intermediaries were 
deregulated several years ago. They 
are now market driven.”

Negotiating power is in favour 
of big customers — CEO, Wyoming 
Capital

In his own comment, Tajudeen 
Olayinka, analyst and CEO, Wyoming 
Capital & Partners Limited, said: 
“Some factors are responsible for the 
observed disparity in the treatment 
of big customers and small ones by 
banks, namely: Negotiating power 
of depositors often favour high net-
worth individuals and institutional 
investors who have huge amount 
of money to deposit with the banks 
because they are able to key into the 
liquidity management strategies of 
the banks. 

‘‘Tenor of fixed deposits in banks 

is much longer and reliable for asset 
and liability management and profit-
ability. 

‘‘Emergency liquidity support is 
possible with high networth indi-
viduals and institutional investors, 
as they bond easily to a desirous 
partnership arrangement with the 
banks. 

‘‘Small savers and low volume cur-
rent account holders can withdraw 
money without notice, thus, disrupt-
ing smooth operations of the banks’’. 

On the disparity in lending rates, 
he stated: “Banks need to manage 
liquidity in a more profitable man-
ner, and so, lend to their prime cus-
tomers, using their respective prime 
lending rates.

‘‘Other customers, including MS-
MEs, receive credit facilities at Prime 
plus Risk-Weighted Rates. This is 
just natural.   Prime customers are 
known to maintain steady and prof-
itable cashflows. 

‘‘Regulators can only use moral 
suasion where they perceive abnor-
mal situation in bankers-customers 
relationship, otherwise, market 
should be allowed to determine in-
terest rate and allocate resources 
in the most efficient manner. ‘‘Over-
regulation of interest rate can place 
enormous pressure on markets and 
put the economy in a state of dis-
equilibrium.”

Dwelling heavily on how the re-
cent rising inflation as well as returns 
on money market investments is in 
favour of big players in the financial 
markets, analysts at Afrinvest West 
Africa, a Lagos based investment 
house, stated: 

‘‘For the fixed-income market, the 
average T-bills yield jumped 3.1per-
centage points (ppts) in October to 
11.4% while FGN Bond’s average yield 

rose 94 bases points (bps) to 15.4%.
‘‘Looking ahead, we believe the 

expectation of continued inflation 
uptick in the near term and CBN’s 
renewed embracement of orthodox 
strategy could help sustain yield up-
tick in both the primary and second-
ary Fixed Income market segments 
while driving an improvement in 
foreign investment flows’’.

Looking into the immediate fu-
ture, analysts at WTI Financial 
Services, another Lagos based in-
vestment house, indicated that the 
imperative of counter-inflation poli-
cy would compel CBN to retain the 
interest rate environment.

They stated: ‘‘As per the scheduled 
calendar, the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) is slated to convene 
next week, November 20th – 21st, 
2023. ‘‘Considering the country’s 
negative real return due to the el-
evated inflation rate, we expect the 
committee to maintain its tightening 
stance.

‘‘The CBN started using Open Mar-
ket Operations (OMO) as a liquid-
ity management tool, a move that 
increased the stop rate to 17.98% 
(1-year), thereby narrowing the gap 
with the MPR (18.75%).

‘‘Furthermore, 364-day treasury 
bill rose to 16.75% (spot rate) in the 
last auction. The hikes in the fixed 
income market shows the monetary 
authorities wants to keep the Naira 
attractive to both local and foreign 
investors (FPI).

‘‘The equities market might expe-
rience bearish trend due to higher 
opportunity costs in the fixed in-
come market. The implication of 
higher interest rates for equities is 
the reallocation of funds by investors 
to capture higher yields.’’

Nigeria’s current financial system favours the rich against the poor

 LAGOS

Nigeria’s deputy speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, Benjamin Kalu, has welcomed the forthcoming 
landing of the 2Africa subsea cable in Lagos and Akwa 
Ibom states.

The lawmaker expressed his anticipation of the 
benefits it will bring, on Tuesday, while receiving a 
delegation, at the National Assembly Complex, from 
Meta Platforms (formerly Facebook). The senior com-
pany representatives present included Meta’s vice 
president of Public Policy for Africa, Kojo Boakye, and 
Meta’s director: West Africa, Adaora Ikenze.

Separately, speaking at the Global Tech Africa Con-
ference yester day, Abdulahi Kashifu, director general, 
National Information Technology Agency, confirmed 
that the cable will be landing in Nigeria, this month.

When completed, the 2Africa subsea cable project 
will encircle Africa, and, at 45,000km, will be the 
world’s longest undersea cable to date.

The cable is backed by Meta, and its arrival follows 
on the heels of the 12,000km Google-backed Equiano 
undersea cable, which landed in April 2022.

In a statement, Kalu welcomed Meta’s contributions 
to Nigeria’s digital economy, particularly its invest-
ments in fibre optic cables, mobile partnerships, and 
business support for entrepreneurs and small and me-
dium scale enterprises.

Kalu said: “The news of the 45,000km subsea cable 
landing is particularly exciting and commendable, giv-
en its potential socio-economic impact on the coun-
try.”

Beyond the socio-economic update, Kalu said the 
investment in the 2Africa subsea cable landing will 
improve the quality of telephony services across the 
country.

Nigeria’s Minister of Communications, Innovation, 
and Digital Economy, Bosun Tijani noted in a recent 
report that the country requires new and increased 
investments for 95,000km of fibre optic cables to 
improve the quality of telephony services across the 
country.

Kalu identified that once the cable has landed there 
will be a need for further investments, as well as other 
regulations, to leverage the benefits it offers. He said 
that by January 2024, his office will be convening a sec-
toral policy dialogue, in collaboration with Advocacy 
for Civic Engagement Centre, focusing on information 
technology and innovation.

The lawmaker also noted that the Nigerian govern-
ment will act responsibly in the deployment of AI, and 
that it would be done in a manner that guarantees na-
tional security.

He said: “As a government, we are committed to fos-
tering innovation and responsible use of AI and em-
phasis on the responsible use of AI.”

2Africa subsea 
cable to land in 
Lgos this month

 Cape Town

ugulethu, a recently established coal 
mine in South Africa, will integrate 5G 
technology into its operations as a result 
of a collaboration between Huawei, Me-
nar, and MTN.

This comes as Gugulethu, in eastern 
Mpumalanga, gets closer to beginning 
production in early 2024.

Canyon Coal, a subsidiary of the private 
investment firm Menar, manages Gugu-
lethu (which translates as “out treasure” 
in vernacular).

The Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) inked in Cape Town by Menar, mo-
bile network operator MTN, and technol-
ogy giant Huawei will allow the mine to 
install private 5G technology on its prem-
ises.

Menar’s chief innovation officer, Cleav-
on Moothoosamy, stated that the MOU 
represents the company’s commitment 
to embracing technology throughout its 
operations.

“We want to be at the forefront of min-
ing innovation, and this partnership is a 

bold step towards a future where technol-
ogy and connectivity redefine the mining 
landscape,” Moothoosamy added.

Following the signing of the MOU, the 
parties concerned are looking forward 
to further discussions, including the pos-
sibility of launching a three-phased pro-
ject to install 5G connectivity on the mine 
campus and shafts, among other things.

“Huawei’s technological infrastructure 
serves as the backbone of this venture 
and could enable us to leverage cutting-
edge solutions to drive productivity and 
sustainable practises within our opera-
tions,” he said.

MTN stated that it is happy to be taking 
the lead on the project by utilising its net-
work and systems to support the growth 
and sustainability of its enterprise cus-
tomers in South Africa, where 5G technol-
ogy is gradually being adopted.

Tumi Chamayou, MTN’s chief business 
enterprise officer, remarked that the net-
work investment positions the operator 
to provide faster network access to its 
consumers.

Gugulethu is the Menar stable’s second 

Gugulethu latest South 
African mine to get 5G

 LAGOS

Total capital inflow  into the Nigeria’s 
manufacturing sector rose Year-on-Year 
(YoY) by 88.17 percent in the first half of 
the year ended June 30, 2023 (H1’23).

Findings from the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) data showed that inflow 
into the sector jumped to $861.17 million 
in H1’23 from $457.66 million in H1’22.  

The data also shows that the share of 
inflow to the manufacturing sector to 
the total capital inflow for the six month 
period rose to 39.81 percent in H1’23 
from 14.73 percent in H1’22, representing 
a 25.08 percentage point increase. To-
tal capital importation in H1’23 stood at 
$2.163 billion.

Inflow through the sector increased 
Quarter-on-Quarter by 136.2 percent to 
$605.04 million in Q2’23 as against $256.12 
million in Q1’22. This also represented 

58.73 percent of total capital imported in 
Q2 2023. The sectoral breakdown shows 
that the manufacturing sector recorded 
the highest inflow during the period fol-
lowed by the banking sector, which at-
tracted $499.14 million.

The information and technology servic-
es, financing, and shares sectors ranked 
among the top five sectors of interest.

Commenting on the development, 
Ayorinde Akinloye, an economic and in-

vestment strategist, expressed surprise at 
the surge in inflow into the manufactur-
ing sector, saying that it was more of an 
outlier.

He stated: “I don’t think there’s a broad 
economic explanation for what hap-
pened. It is likely a situation whereby a 
major piece of equipment was imported 
into the sector. You will recall that some-
time in 2018, Aliko Dangote imported one 
equipment for his refinery and that sort 
of boosted imported capital and foreign 
trade as at that time. That may be what 
also happened in this case.”

Akinloye, however, said that the fact 
that the surge seen during the period was 
an outlier would make it difficult to sus-
tain the trend going forward.

The information and technology servic-
es, financing, and shares sectors ranked 
among the top five sectors of interest.

Commenting on the development, 

Ayorinde Akinloye, an economic and in-
vestment strategist, expressed surprise at 
the surge in inflow into the manufactur-
ing sector, saying that it was more of an 
outlier.

He stated: “I don’t think there’s a broad 
economic explanation for what hap-
pened. It is likely a situation whereby a 
major piece of equipment was imported 
into the sector. You will recall that some-
time in 2018, Aliko Dangote imported one 
equipment for his refinery and that sort 
of boosted imported capital and foreign 
trade as at that time. That may be what 
also happened in this case.”

“The economic fundamentals that 
should aid improvement in capital im-
portation through production and manu-
facturing are not there. Foreign Exchange 
(forex) remains a problem; the business 
operating environment also remains 
quite difficult,” he said.

Capital importation by manufacturing 
sector rises 88.2 percent to $861million

mine to partner with MTN and Huawei.
Canyon Coal’s Phalanndwa Colliery in 

Mpumalanga reached an agreement in 
December 2022 that will see the mine 
embrace 5G technology.

“Importantly, 5G supports AI-based 
real-time analytics, enabling data-driven 
decision making, which is critical in the 
mining environment,” said Jason Shao, 
Account Director at Huawei MTN KAD.



 KIGALI

T
he first-ever Africa’s New Cities 
Summit, occurring from Novem-
ber 16-18, brought together indus-
try experts to enhance collabora-

tion within Africa and address the challenges 
of rapid urbanisation on the continent.

Acting as a forum for dialogue, the summit 
aimed to discuss, devise solutions for, and 
maximise opportunities related to urbanisa-
tion.

Organised by the Charter Cities Institute in 
association with the Rwanda Development 
Board (RDB) and the Africa Infrastructure 
Development Association (AfIDA), the sum-
mit is attracting global experts from various 
sectors of the international development 
community.

Participants include developers, builders, 
government representatives, and academics 
from Germany, the Caribbean, Tanzania, Ni-
geria, the United States, Zambia, and more.

After the opening ceremony on November 
16, with welcome remarks by Kurtis Lock-
hart, Executive Director of Charter Cities In-
stitute, and Nelly Mukazayire, Deputy CEO of 
the Rwanda Development Board, a cluster of 
upcoming projects participated in New Cities 
Investment Catapult Presentations. Visionar-
ies and stakeholders judged and questioned 
presenters as they pitched to the panel.

The CEO of Bank of Kigali, Dr Diane Karu-
sisi, and Kingsley Mbah, Senior Managing 
Advisor and Capital Markets Specialist at 
AfrEximBank, were among the panel of 
judges. So were Oliver Schaper, Design Direc-
tor and Cities and urban Design Leader at 
Gensler, and Preston Mendenhall, Executive 
Vice President and Country Head, Kenya, at 
Rendeavour.

Among the presentations was Milan Heil-

mann, the project manager of CPS Africa, 
who shed light on the Fumba Town develop-
ment in Zanzibar, Tanzania.

Heilmann began his presentation by em-
phasising the urgency of addressing Africa’s 
rapid urbanisation. “By the end of the centu-

ry, Africa is set to host the three largest cities 
globally: Lagos, Nigeria; Dar es Salaam, Tan-
zania; and Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of 
Congo,” Heilmann said. “These cities are an-
ticipated to each accommodate over 60 mil-
lion people by 2100, accentuating the critical 

need for housing solutions.”
CPS Africa’s flagship project, Fumba Town 

in Zanzibar, aims to tackle this challenge by 
providing affordable and dignified housing. 
The project has already made major strides, 
with more than 600 residential units built in 
Hobart Town on the west coast of Zanzibar. 
This effort has generated over 500 jobs, at-
tracted over $85 million in investments, and 
garnered interest from clients in over 60 
countries worldwide. The future vision for 
Fumba Town includes constructing 5,000 
residential units by 2032, creating 4,000 per-
manent jobs, and reaching an overall project 
volume of $500 million.

The Enyimba Economic City is positioned 
as a key player in Nigeria’s economic diver-
sification efforts, aiming to leverage the 
country’s large market, abundant raw mate-
rials, and a young and educated workforce. 
The economic city is strategically located 
to serve as a hub for manufacturing, health-
care, education, entertainment, lifestyle in-
terventions, and aviation.

One of the critical aspects highlighted by 
the Founder and CEO of Crown Realties, 
Dr Darl Uzu’s presentation, was the impor-
tance of securing government support and 
maintaining stability in the face of political 
changes.

“There’s a need for a conducive regulatory 
environment,” Uzu said, highlighting the 
challenges associated with changes in gov-
ernment.

“Enyimba Economic City aims to host a 
diverse range of industries, with a current 
focus on manufacturing. The project has al-
ready identified specific sectors, such as elec-
tric vehicles and battery production, as areas 
of interest.”

The project, acknowledged by financial 
institutions like AfrEximBank, has formed 

partnerships with international entities and 
established a financial model in collabora-
tion with Tesla Young. Additionally, it has 
attracted Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) 
from China, India, and Indonesia.

Uzu also mentioned Enyimba Economic 
City’s dedication to addressing climate con-
cerns and emissions. The plans include 
quantifying the project’s environmental 
impact and exploring potential financing 
through carbon credits.

For Craig Clulow, the Kigali Innovation 
City, a 62-hectare project supported by the 
Rwanda Development Board and Africa 
50, is committed to creating an integrated 
mixed-use technology and innovation cen-
tre.

“At present, KIC’s strategic focus is on tech-
nology and innovation, with an emphasis on 
the creation of a cooperative and cohesive 
environment,” the CEO said during his pres-
entation.

The project, he continued, “boasts part-
nerships with various stakeholders, includ-
ing McKinsey, Surbana Jurong, and financial 
institutions like Qatar National Bank and 
Nedbank.”

KIC has attracted global institutions like 
Carnegie Mellon University Africa, African 
Leadership University, and the University 
of Rwanda Biomedical Science, making it 
a unique hub for technological innovation 
education.

He also touched on sustainability, with 
KIC aiming for LEED Gold certification for its 
projects and demonstrating commitment to 
eco-friendly practices.

“Projects like the vaccine manufacturing 
plant and a pan-African internet exchange 
provider, PAX, have added to the diverse eco-
system KIC is building,” Clulow concluded.
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ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE   
 SATURDAY 18 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00 Jungu kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
 
SUNDAY 19 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:45 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:45 Mjue Zaidi
22:30     Soap: Uzalo rpt
23:15 Al jazeera

MONDAY 20 Nov
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top Ten 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:40  Art and Lifestyle 
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle 
14:15 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30    DW: Afrimaxx
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45
22:00     Bundesliga na DW
22:15     Mapishi
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base 
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 21 Nov
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon
9:55     Habari za saa 
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25  Jagina
10:55     Habari za saa 
11:00  Chetu ni chetu
11:40      Igizo: Mizengwe
11:55     Habari za saa 
12:00  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi maalum: REPOA
13:30      Shikabamba
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00      Utalii Popote
14:15     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Mapishi
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama 
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba
21:30     Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
21:45     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 22 Nov 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Jungu kuu rpt
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi maalum: NSSF rpt
14:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35     Ripoti maalum: 
22:30  Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 23 Nov 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 

13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15     Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00 Usafiri wako
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

 FRIDAY 24 Nov
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: Watumishi 

housing
11:20      Jagina 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15      Our Earth
18:45      Kipindi maalum: Soka Bet
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00     Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 25 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:05 Shika Bamba 5

10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00 Jungu kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
 
SUNDAY 26 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:45 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:45 Mjue Zaidi
22:30     Soap: Uzalo rpt
23:15 Al jazeera

 

CAPITAL
   
Sat  18 Nov
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt The Three sides 

of Ana Rpt
 17:15 Eco@Africa
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor

19:30  The Decor
20:00 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  19 Nov
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 DW
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30  Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Eco@Africa
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides 

Of Ana rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 20 Nov
06:00  Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides 

Of Ana rpt
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Jagina
16:00 Tommorow Today
16:30 Eco@Africa
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Innovation Rpt
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  21 Nov
06:00  Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides 

Of Ana rpt
14:00 Business Edition Rpt
14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Shamba Lulu
15:30 Bundesliga Kick off

16:00 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 Décor Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of 

Ana
21:30  Capital Prime News
22:00 Jagina rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 22 Nov
06:00  Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides 

of Ana
14:00 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Eco@ Africa
16:00 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of 

Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  23 Nov
06:00  Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides 

of Ana
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Jagina rpt
15:30 Mizengwe rpt
16:00 Tommorrow Today
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides 

of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  24 Nov
06:00  Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor

13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides 
of Ana

14:00 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:00 Out & About Rpt
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela The Three Sides of 

Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 25 Nov
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides 

of Ana
17:15 Eco@Africa
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  26 Nov
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Dw
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30  Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Eco@Africa
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides 

of Ana
00:00 Al Jazeera  

Africa’s cities summit showcases ambitious urbanisation projects

 KIGALI

The Chief Product and 
Engineering Officer at 
Irembo, Patrick Ndjient-
cheu, on November 16, 
highlighted the challenges 
and strategic approaches 
to ensuring the security 
of critical national infra-
structure in the era of 
digitized government ser-
vices.

He was speaking on 
a panel discussion as 
part of the African Cyber 
Defense Forum (ACDF) 
2023, taking place in Ki-
gali from November 14 to 
17. Ndjientcheu said that 
Irembo prioritizes secu-
rity in all aspects of their 
work and integrates it into 
their design process.

“Monitoring their ser-
vices continuously and 
being proactive in ad-
dressing potential threats 
are key practices in ensur-
ing security,” he said.

“We also ensure inter-
nal staff’s adherence to 
security measures and im-
plement a concept of ‘zero 
trust’ to avoid relying sole-
ly on intentions but rather 
on reliable functioning.”

Discussing the top cy-
ber security threats fac-
ing critical national in-
frastructure in Rwanda, 
Ndjientcheu underlined 
the Distributed Denial of 
Service (DDoS), a sophis-
ticated attack that aims to 
flood a system with very 
high fake traffic in order 
to prevent legitimate us-
ers from accessing a cer-
tain platform.

Irembo set up standard 
security controls to block 
them.

According to Ndjient-
cheu, web application 
vulnerabilities and data 

leaks are other top cyber 
threats.

“As digital platforms col-
lect citizens’ data, there is 
also a risk that compro-
mised systems may leak 
data. As systems become 
more integrated, a vulner-
ability on one platform 
can be exploited to access 
data on another platform 
if the right protection 
mechanisms are not in 
place,” he explained.

Ndjientcheu also high-
lighted the challenges 
to safeguarding critical 
national infrastructure 
in Rwanda, including the 
lack of highly skilled secu-
rity talent.

He said: “Systems are 
built by people, and when 
they are highly skilled in 
security, it improves the 
security posture of their 
applications.”

Other challenges are 
related to processes and 
supply chain dependen-
cies.

“Designing and ex-
ecuting strong processes 
ensure that people con-
sistently apply security 
controls,” said Ndjientch-
eu. “Supply chain depend-
encies are also a challenge 
because, today, compa-
nies rely on complex and 
interconnected third-par-
ty systems to build, ship, 
and run digital platforms. 
Therefore, securing the 
supply chain from design 
to deployment is crucial 
to maintain cyber resil-
ience.”

To ensure security at 
Irembo, Ndjientcheu 
said, the first pillar is to 
empower their security 
team with the right skills, 
processes, exposure, and 
tools to protect their digi-
tal platforms.

Irembo exec discusses 
protection of national 
infrastructure in the 
new e-government era 

Rwanda Development Board Deputy CEO Nelly Mukazayire delivers remarks during the Africa’s 
new cities summit in Kigali last week.
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WORLD
TeL Aviv

In the midst of escalating pressure 
to secure the release of hostages held 
by Hamas, Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin netanyahu faces a multifaceted 
battle. Families and supporters of the 
nearly 240 hostages marched from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, demanding govern-
ment action and expressing frustration 
at the limited meetings with netanyahu, 
Cnn reported.

Gil Dickmann, a relative of one of the 
abductees, urged the Prime Minister to 
prioritise the hostages’ safe return, say-
ing, “Right now, in netanyahu’s current 
political situation, this could be a real 
victory for the state of Israel.”

As Israel’s war in Gaza extends be-
yond six weeks, public opinion is 
turning against netanyahu. Despite 
widespread support for the military 
campaign against Hamas, polls indicate 
a decline in favour of the Prime Minister 
and his coalition.

Opposition leader Yair Lapid called 
for netanyahu’s resignation, emphasis-
ing the loss of public trust. However, he 
stopped short of calling for new elec-
tions, suggesting that Likud should pre-
sent an alternative leader.

“We cannot allow ourselves to have a 
prime minister who has lost the public’s 
trust, whether from a social or a secu-
rity point of view,” Lapid told Israel’s 
Channel 12, according to Cnn.

Efforts to reach an agreement for a 
ceasefire and the release of hostages 
have faced challenges. negotiations in-
volve contentious issues such as the du-
ration of a potential pause, the number 
of hostages to be released, and Hamas’ 
demand for an end to Israeli drone sur-
veillance over Gaza. The Israeli govern-
ment’s attempts to ease conditions for 
Gaza’s civilian population have drawn 
criticism from within netanyahu’s right-
wing coalition.

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
criticised the decision to allow fuel tank-
ers into Gaza, claiming it contradicted 
the views of the governing cabinet. na-

tional Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir 
argued against providing “humanitar-
ian gifts” to the enemy while hostages 
remained unvisited by the Red Cross. 
Some families advocate for an “every-
one for everyone deal,” proposing an 
exchange of hostages for Palestinian 
prisoners held in Israeli jails.

The families leading the campaign 
have tried to remain apolitical, but 
many blame netanyahu for failing to 
anticipate the October 7 attack by Ha-
mas. They accuse him of prioritising 
judicial reform over security prepara-
tions, considering the breach of Israel’s 
security contract with voters. Despite 
the tragic outcome for some, there re-
mains hope among the families for the 
return of their loved ones.

Criticism of netanyahu’s perceived 
lack of empathy and failure to take 
responsibility for security lapses has 
grown. Accused of spending more time 
with troops for photo opportunities 
than addressing past failures, netanya-
hu faced backlash for blaming security 
chiefs for not warning him about the 
impending attack.

While expressing support for the 
security heads, he refused to answer 
questions about taking responsibil-
ity for the October 7 security failures. 
Many, like Asher Elyahol, one among 
the those marching on Saturday, ex-
press a desire for change, hoping for 
a new government once the war con-
cludes and hostages are returned, Cnn 
reported.   ANI

SAn FRAnciScO

PRESIDEnT Xi Jinping reiterated 
his opposition to any attempt to po-
liticize, weaponize or impose secu-
rity implications on economic and 
trade issues while addressing the 
30th Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC) Economic Leaders’ 
Meeting in San Francisco on Friday.

Xi also emphasized the need to 
promote exchanges and coopera-
tion in the sector of science and 
technology, and work together for 
an open, fair, equitable and non-
discriminatory environment for 
scientific and technological pro-
gress.

The meeting was chaired by US 
President Joe Biden and was at-
tended by leaders and representa-
tives of 21 economies in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. A leaders’ declaration 
was adopted at the meeting.

Xi said that since the establish-
ment of mechanisms of the APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting, the 
regional forum has always stood 
at the global forefront of openness 
and development.

As the world economy faces mul-
tiple risks and challenges, Xi said 
the APEC economies should work 
together to meet global challenges 
and fully deliver on the Putrajaya 
Vision of building an open, dy-
namic, resilient and peaceful Asia-
Pacific community. 

He called on the APEC members 
to stick to innovation and openness 
to boost regional development.

“We must promote free and open 
trade and investment, support and 
strengthen the WTO-centered mul-
tilateral trading regime, and keep 
global industrial and supply chains 
open and stable,” he said.

Xi underscored the importance 
of promoting regional economic 
integration, and called for acceler-
ating the building of a Free Trade 
Area of the Asia-Pacific and fully 
implementing the APEC Connec-
tivity Blueprint to share in the op-
portunities of open regional devel-
opment.

“China applies the highest stand-
ards in implementing the agree-
ment of Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP), and 
has taken proactive steps to align 
its economic and trade rules with 
the high standards of the Compre-
hensive and Progressive Agree-
ment for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP) and the Digital Economic 
Partnership Agreement (DEPA) to 
accelerate the process of its acces-
sion to the CPTPP and DEPA.”

The president also urged efforts 
to promote green and inclusive de-
velopment that delivers benefits to 
all.

To accelerate the transition to 
green and low-carbon develop-
ment, Xi said that the APEC mem-
bers must deliver on the Bangkok 
Goals on Bio-Circular-Green (BCG) 
Economy, making “green” a defin-
ing feature of Asia-Pacific growth. 

“China is making active yet prudent 
moves toward its goal of carbon peak 
and carbon neutrality, and is acceler-
ating its transition to green develop-
ment,” he said.

While calling for putting develop-
ment back on the center of inter-
national agenda, Xi said that China 
welcomes participation by all parties 
in the Global Development Initiative 
to deepen cooperation in poverty re-
duction, food security, industrializa-
tion and development financing, and 
to build a global community of devel-
opment.

Xi reaffirmed that China remains 
committed to peaceful development 
and the ultimate goal of its develop-
ment is to better people’s lives, “not to 
unseat anyone”. The Chinese modern-
ization will bring the world more and 
greater opportunities for the modern-
ization of all countries, he added.

Xi flew back to Beijing after the 

meeting.
Briefing media about the presi-

dent’s trip to San Francisco, Wang 
Yi, member of the Political Bureau of 
the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee and foreign minister, 
highlighted the fruitful achievements 
from the Xi-Biden summit.

He said that the two leaders’ inter-
actions matter to whether China-US 
ties can develop steadily, and also 
serve as the strategic guidance to the 
China-US relations.

Through this summit meeting in 
San Francisco, China-US relations are 
expected to continue developing in a 
stable, healthy and sustainable direc-
tion, Wang said.

However, it should be noted that 
China-US relations are complex and 
complicated, and there are still erro-
neous aspects in the US’ perception 
of China, which still need to be cor-
rected, he added.   Xinhua

“SHOULD old acquaintance be 
forgot, and auld lang syne...” 

Accompanied by melodious 
accordion music, a delegation of 
the U.S. Flying Tigers veterans and 
their descendants joined teach-
ers and students from the Kun-
ming Foreign Language School, a 
“Sino-U.S. Hump Airlift Memorial 
School”, in Kunming, southwest 
China’s Yunnan province, in sing-
ing the song “Auld Lang Syne” dur-
ing a visit to the school.

The song reminded Flying 
Tigers veteran Harry Moyer of 
the days when the Flying Tigers 
fought alongside the Chinese peo-
ple against Japanese aggression 

and forged a deep friendship.
Reliving that history and see-

ing the smiles on students, Moyer 
was moved to tears by the perfor-
mance of the song in the audito-
rium of the Kunming Foreign Lan-
guage School. 

The friendship did not come 
easily, said Moyer. 

Their visit to the Kunming For-
eign Language School was part of 
a recent China tour organized by 
the Sino-American Aviation Herit-
age Foundation for members of 
the American Volunteer Group of 
the Chinese Air Force, known as 

the “Flying Tigers,” and their de-
scendants. 

The delegation visited Chinese 
cities including Beijing, southwest 
China’s Chongqing municipal-
ity, Kunming, and Liuzhou city 
of south China’s Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region, renewing 
friendship between the Chinese 
and American people.

Moyer told People’s Daily that 
Kunming was the place he looked 
forward to visiting the most in this 
tour of China. 

The city was where the Flying 
Tigers first took off to combat in 

China, and also the starting point 
and logistics hub of the famous 
“Hump” air route, a vital airlift 
route over the Himalayas and the 
primary way the Allies supplied 
China between 1942 and 1945 in 
World War II.

In 1942, after Japan occupied 
Myanmar and cut off China’s last 
international connection, the Fly-
ing Tigers blazed a new air route 
- the “Hump” route over the Hima-
layas. The route was extremely 
difficult to fly, but the fearless and 
selfless members of the Flying 
Tigers braved all challenges and 

built an “air bridge” over Kunming. 
Back then, people in Yunnan 

also overcame tremendous diffi-
culties to provide supplies for the 
Flying Tigers, and did their utmost 
to rescue downed members of the 
Flying Tigers, making the legend-
ary American Volunteer Group a 
symbol of mutual assistance be-
tween the Chinese and American 
people.

During the visit to the Kunming 
Foreign Language School, mem-
bers of the delegation watched the 
musical “Green Path and Rainbow: 
the Story of the Flying Tigers and 

the Hump”, which showed the Fly-
ing Tigers’ adventure to open the 
“Hump” air route. The musical 
was voluntarily created by locals 
of Kunming.

As actors playing locals gave a 
thumbs-up gesture and praised 
the bravery of members of the 
Flying Tigers as “ding hao” (“top-
notch”) in local dialect, Moyer, sit-
ting in the audience, also raised 
his hands and gave a thumbs-up 
to the actors on stage. 

The American people speak a 
different language from the Chi-
nese people, but the friendship 

and emotions between the two 
peoples are connected, said Moy-
er’s granddaughter Sarah Moyer. 

Deeply touched by the perfor-
mance, she said she will definitely 
pass on this sincere friendship.

At the Kunming Flying Tigers 
Museum, exhibits including pilot 
goggles, military oil stoves, and 
group photos of members of Fly-
ing Tigers and Chinese soldiers 
and civilians evoked memories of 
the Flying Tigers.

Jane Bonner Scott, daughter of 
Flying Tigers pilot Steve Bonner, 
couldn’t help but shed tears as she 
saw her father’s photos in the mu-
seum.   People’s Daily

Flying Tigers veterans relive friendship between Chinese and American people during China tour

neW DeLhi 

AS announced by Prime Minister 
narendra Modi during the closing 
session of the new Delhi G20 Sum-
mit, India would be hosting a virtual 
G20 Leaders’ Summit prior to the 
conclusion of India’s G20 Presidency 
on november 22.

PM Modi made this announcement 
on September 10 during the closing 
ceremony of the G20 Summit that 
“India would be hosting a virtual G20 
Leaders’ Summit prior to the conclu-
sion of India’s G20 Presidency,” the 
Ministry of External Affairs said in an 
official statement.

The virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit 
will be chaired by PM Modi. Leaders 
of all G20 Members including the 
Chair of the African Union, as well as 
nine Guest countries, and Heads of 
11 International Organizations, have 
been invited, the official statement 
added.

“It may be recalled that the new 
Delhi G20 Summit witnessed the 
unanimous adoption of the G20 new 
Delhi Leaders’ Declaration,” the state-
ment said.

The virtual summit will address key 
issues, select outcomes and action 
points from the new Delhi Summit, 
and review developments that have 
happened since then.

Moreover, the deliberations of the 
2nd Voice of the Global South Sum-
mit, held on november 17, will also 
feed into the discussions.

PM Modi on Friday inaugurated a 
global centre for excellence for the 
Global South countries called DAK-
SHIn.

He noted that he had proposed 
setting up the centre during the first 
Voice of Global South Summit in Jan-
uary this year.

Laying emphasis on the impor-
tance of the Global South, PM Modi 
said that it has always existed geo-
graphically but it is getting a voice 
for the first time due to joint efforts. 
The summit concluded building on 
the momentum of the first summit 
and echoed the theme of the Indian 
philosophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam’.

Meanwhile, the Virtual G20 Sum-
mit is also expected to “push for ef-
fective implementation of various 
G20 decisions, including through rel-
evant national and international plat-
forms,” the MEA said in a statement.

“The Indian G20 presidency wit-
nessed a refocusing on the chal-
lenges of growth and development. 
It was expressed as an action plan to 
achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals, a green development pact, re-
form of international financial insti-
tutions, promotion of digital public 
infrastructure and encouragement of 
women-led development. 

   ANI

PM Modi to chair virtual 
G20 Leaders’ Summit on 
nov 22, building on new 
Delhi Declaration

Netanyahu faces battles on multiple fronts 
amid mounting calls to free hostages

Putin has information to talk about West’s ongoing sabotage against Russia

MOScOW
 
RUSSIAn President Vladimir Putin 

has intentionally said that Western 
countries may continue to carry out 
sabotage attacks against Russia’s in-
frastructure, as he has information 
on the issue, Presidential Spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said.

“The president speaks about this for 
a good reason, as he has certain infor-
mation, he has grounds to say so,” the 
Kremlin spokesman said, when asked 
by journalist Pavel Zarubin, who post-

ed a video on 
his Telegram 
channel.

In early no-
vember, Putin 
said at a meet-
ing on eco-
nomic issues 
that the po-
tential of the 
West’s sanc-
tions war against Russia “has actually 
maxed out is that the acts of sabotage  
on major global infrastructure may 

come into play.” 
He recalled the sabotage on the 

nord Stream gas system and the at-
tempts to blame Russia for damage to 
the Balticconnector pipeline connect-
ing Finland and Estonia. 

The Russian president emphasized 
that it was crucial “to predict such 
risks in advance and to proactively 
respond to them” so as to ensure the 
stable operation of enterprises, com-
panies, and their workforce as well as 
the reliability of Russia’s foreign trade 
ties.   Agencies

Rabat, among the most attractive tourist destinations

Xi Jinping: Don’t politicize, 
weaponise trade issues

RABAT

THE famous luxury travel maga-
zine Condé nast Traveler has just 
published a report on the best tourist 
destinations in the world, including 
Rabat, capital of the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco.

Rabat, one of the country’s four im-
perial cities, has long been ignored 
by travelers attracted by the charm 
of Marrakech, Fez and Tangier. That 
could change this year as the city is 
in the midst of a cultural and artistic 
reinvention.

The first African Capital of Culture 
will soon inaugurate the Mohammed 
VI Tower, designed to be LEED Gold 
and HQE certified, and will be the tall-
est spire in Africa.

Better yet would be the opening of 
the new Grand Théâtre de Rabat, an 
unfinished masterpiece by legend-
ary architect Zaha Hadid, which will 
include an 1,800-seat theater, an ex-
perimental performance space and a 
7,000-person amphitheater, as well as 
green spaces and a restaurant.

This building will be the largest in 
Africa and the Arab world and will 
host symphony, ballet, opera and phil-

harmonic performances (all of the 
above are expected before the end of 
2023).

For music fans, the city plans to or-
ganize the famous Mawazine Festival 
in 2024, after an interruption due to 
COVID-19, the largest musical event 
in Africa having attracted stars like Ri-
hanna and Mariah Carey.

The welcome will be prestigious 
with the opening of the Fairmont La 
Marina Rabat-Salé and the Conrad 
Rabat-Arzana hotels, which offer a 
stay of luxurious comfort. Also, luxury 
travelers are impatient for the upcom-
ing opening of the famous Four Sea-
sons in Ksar Al Bahr and Ritz-Carlton 
Rabat Dar es Salaam hotels.

   Agencies

For music fans, the 
city plans to organize 
the famous Mawazine 
Festival in 2024, after 
an interruption due to 
cOviD-19, the largest 
musical event in Africa 
having attracted stars 
like Rihanna 

Chinese President Xi Jinping addresses the 30th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting held at 
Moscone Center in San Francisco, the United States on Friday.  XINHUA

Chinese President Xi Jinping and US President Joe Biden take a walk after their talks in 
the Filoli Estate in the US state of California, on Wednesday. XINHUA
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ThiS year marks the 30th anniver-
sary of the first Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) Economic Lead-
ers’ Meeting. Over the past 30 years, 
China’s deepening reforms and ex-
panding opening up have gone hand 
in hand with the continuous expan-
sion of Asia-Pacific economic coop-
eration.

Since 2013, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping has attended or chaired APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meetings and de-
livered important speeches. 

From “building an Asia-Pacific 
community with a shared future” to 
“creating and fulfilling an Asia-Pacific 
dream,” and from “forging an Asia-
Pacific partnership” to “building a 
high-quality Asia-Pacific connectivity 
network,” Chinese ideas and propos-
als have sparked strong resonance in 
the Asia-Pacific region, making signifi-
cant contributions to the stability and 
prosperity of the region.

China’s opening up and develop-
ment are closely related to the Asia-
Pacific region. China has always been 
a staunch supporter and active pro-
moter of Asia-Pacific regional eco-
nomic cooperation, integrating its 
own development with regional de-
velopment and driving the opening 
up of the whole region through its 
own opening up.

in 2022, China’s trade volume with 
Asia-Pacific economies reached $3.1 
trillion, a year-on-year increase of 19.2 
percent, accounting for 36.8 percent 
of China’s total foreign trade.

During the same period, China’s 
high-quality implementation of the 

Tel Aviv

hAMAS confirmed on Friday that Ahmed Behar, the terror 
group’s number-three figure and highest-ranking person elimi-
nated since October 7, was killed in an israeli air strike earlier 
in the week.

The death of Behar and other senior figures suggest that ha-
mas has lost control over the northern Gaza Strip amid the at-
trition of its leadership.

The 76-year-old Behar, a member of hamas’s ruling polit-
buro, was a close associate of hamas founder Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin.

israeli air strikes over the weekend targeted a number of oth-
er high-level hamas figures, said israel Defense Forces spokes-
person Rear Admiral Daniel hagari on Saturday night.

Ahmed Randor, who commanded hamas’s northern brigade, 
and Ahmed Siam, the commander of hamas’ rocket brigade, 
were in an underground bunker struck by israel, hagari said. 
Randor is number three in hamas’s military hierarchy and 
helped plan the abduction of israeli soldier Gilad Shalit in 
2006.

in another underground bunker hit by israel were Asam Da-
lyis, head of the hamas government, and Raukhi Mushta and 
Sameh Sarraj, both of whom are close associates of hamas’s 
Gaza strongman, Yahya Sinwar.

Mushta was among the 1,027 security prisoners released by 
israel in the Shalit prisoner exchange of 2011 and has been de-
scribed as Sinwar’s right-hand man.

Sarraj was the founder of hamas offensive cyber unit which 
operates from Turkey and managed it remotely, from the Gaza 
Strip. Other senior hamas personalities killed in recent days 
include iman Siam who headed the terror group’s missile ar-
ray, Atsam Dealis, who served as the de facto Prime Minister 
of hamas, and Matzafa Suaf, a publicist and senior journalist 
hamas’s service.

The hamas politburo, which is Sinwar’s main source of pow-
er suffered severe blows when seven of its people were elimi-
nated, including Osama Mazini, who also served as chairman 
of the Shura Council of hamas, Gamila Shanti, Zakaria Abu 
Ma’amer and Jawad Abu Shamala.    ANI

As Hamas leaders are eliminated, senior 
figures likely regrouping in South Gaza

Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) resulted in a total 
of 12.95 trillion yuan ($1.78 trillion) in 
imports and exports to other RCEP 
members, growing 7.5 percent from a 
year ago.

According to the Asian Economic 
integration Report 2023 by the Asian 
Development Bank, Asia’s economic 
recovery is driven particularly by Chi-
na, which accounted for 64.2 percent 
of total growth.

China has been making continuous 
and concrete efforts to deepen trade 
and investment cooperation with re-
gional economies, contributing its 
part to building an open economy in 
the Asia-Pacific.

it pushed for the launch of the pro-
cess to build a Free Trade Area of the 
Asia-Pacific at the 2014 APEC meeting 
in Beijing, and actively worked to join 
the Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship and the Digital Economy Partner-
ship Agreement. Furthermore, China 
has been actively promoting the Chi-
na-ASEAN Free Trade Area 3.0 with 
ASEAN members. 

The 30th APEC Economic Leaders’ 
Meeting, with the theme of “Creating 
a Resilient and Sustainable Future for 
All,” conveys the significance of green 
development and innovation for the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Under the active promotion by the 
Chinese government and the vigorous 

To make greater contributions to Asia-Pacific’s stability, prosperity

Union Law and Justice Minister Kiren Rijiju with  President of Mongolia, Ukhnaa Kh¸rels¸kh at the launch of postal stamp on 19th Kushok Bakula Rinpoche,  India’s former Ambassador to Mongolia, in 
Ulaanbaatar on Wednesday. ANI

George Weah concedes defeat to rival in Liberia’s presidential runoff

MADRiD

ABOUT 170,000 people 
marched through Madrid on Sat-
urday in the largest protest yet 
against an amnesty law which 
Spain’s Socialists agreed over 
Catalonia’s 2017 separatist bid in 
order to form a government.

The demonstration, the latest 
in a series of protests in cities 
across the country against the 
amnesty, took place two days 
after Spain’s Socialist Prime Min-
ister Pedro Sanchez won a four-
year term with the backing of 
Catalan and Basque nationalist 

parties in return for agreeing to 
the law.

Protesters, many waving Span-
ish flags, demonstrated against 
the law which four judicial as-
sociations, opposition political 
parties and business leaders said 
threatens the rule of law and the 
separation of powers. 

Alberto Nunez Feijoo, leader of 
the opposition conservative Peo-
ple’s Party, and Santiago Abascal, 
leader of the far-right Vox party, 
also attended the march which 
was organized by civil groups.

After the rally, hundreds of 
people protested in the motor-

way near the Moncloa Palace, the 
prime minister’s residence in Ma-
drid. The A6 road was closed for 
about an hour during the protest 
but later reopened after the po-
lice cleared the area.

A small protest was held out-
side the Spanish Embassy in Lon-
don.

The amnesty will cover about 
400 people involved in the inde-
pendence bid that came to a head 
in 2017, including separatists but 
also police involved in clashes 
with activists.

The independence referendum 
was declared illegal by the courts 

and resulted in Spain’s worst po-
litical crisis for decades.

The amnesty will be the largest 
in Spain since the 1977 blanket 
amnesty for crimes committed 
during the Francisco Franco dic-
tatorship, and the first amnesty 
law approved in the European 
Union since 1991, according to 
Spain’s CSiC research council.

Sanchez, who won a parliamen-
tary vote to form a new govern-
ment on Thursday by 179 votes 
in favor and 171 against, has de-
fended the law saying an amnesty 
would help to defuse tensions in 
Catalonia.

Protesters, including neo-Nazi 
groups, have held rowdy dem-
onstrations outside the Socialist 
headquarters in Madrid for 15 
nights consecutively since the 
deal was announced. There have 
been clashes with police which 
left officers and demonstrators 
injured but in general the pro-
tests have been peaceful.

in a survey by Metroscopia in 
mid-September, around 70 per-
cent of respondents – 59 percent 
of them Socialist supporters – 
said they were against the idea 
of an amnesty.

        Agencies

Working with its partners to promote high-quality 
Belt and Road cooperation, China is improving the 
connectivity level in the Asia-Pacific region. it pro-
posed to establish the Asian infrastructure invest-
ment Bank, aiming to provide financial support for 
regional infrastructure development.

China has hosted a series of international exhibi-
tions such as the China import and Export Fair, China 
international Fair for Trade in Services, and the China 
international Consumer Products Expo at high stand-
ards, collaborating with various parties to write sto-
ries of open cooperation and mutual benefit.

The just-concluded sixth China international im-
port Expo achieved fruitful results, with tentative 
deals reaching a new high of $78.41 billion, a 6.7 per-
cent increase from the previous year.

China is committed to advancing high-level open-
ing up, continuously providing new opportunities for 
the Asia-Pacific region and the world through its new 
development, and contributing Chinese strength to 
the construction of an open world economy. 

Major countries should shoulder great responsibil-
ity. The United States is the host of the 30th APEC Eco-
nomic Leaders’ Meeting. China and the United States 
are the world’s top two economies, accounting for 
over 1/3 of the global economic output, nearly 1/4 of 
the world’s population, and approximately 1/5 of glob-
al bilateral trade. They play a unique and important 
role in driving economic growth in the Asia-Pacific 
region and promoting regional cooperation.

The wide globe is fully capable for the two coun-
tries to develop themselves and prosper together. 
Stabilizing and improving China-U.S. relations not 
only serves the fundamental interests of both coun-
tries and their peoples, but also contributes to peace 
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region and even the 
world.    People’s Daily

MOSCOW

ThE Russian authori-
ties were able to prevent 
the economic collapse that 
threatened the country af-
ter the introduction of un-
precedented sanctions in 
2022, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said in an interview with the Moscow. Krem-
lin. Putin TV program.

“There was a threat of a collapse, we really had to mobilize 
all resources and internal forces in order to prevent this col-
lapse,” said the Kremlin representative, noting that the Rus-
sian economy was then hit by the burden of unprecedented 
sanctions.

“No country in the world has ever faced, and theoretically 
no country in the world is able to withstand such a blow,” 
Peskov said.

he recalled that this happened after two years of the COV-
iD pandemics, which was also a big blow to the economy. 
“Thanks to the rather insightful and wise decisions of the 
country’s leadership, thanks to the titanic work of the gov-
ernment, it was possible to reach a plateau, stabilize [the 
economic situation] and then, in an absolutely unexpected 
way, enter a growth trend,” the Kremlin official went on.

in his opinion, everything was done for this purpose, but 
one could have hardly imagined that the current growth of 
the Russian economy now would by almost 3% and not 2%, 
as the European Commission predicted.

“Now, of course, the task is to maintain these growth rates, 
as 3% is an insufficient growth rate, it must be higher, eve-
ryone understands this, we need to compensate for many 
gaps,” Peskov said.    Agencies

Economic collapse threatened Russia after 
start of sanctions, but it was averted - Kremlin

MONROviA

LiBERiAN President George Weah 
conceded defeat to his political rival 
and opposition leader Joseph Boakai 
late on Friday, following the presiden-
tial runoff election held in the West 
African country on Nov. 14.

This concession by Weah comes 
even as the National Elections Com-
mission (NEC), which oversees the 
elections in the country, has yet to 
declare the final results, with over 
25,000 ballots still awaiting tabula-
tion as of Friday. 

“The results announced tonight 
(Friday), though not final, indicate 
that (Ambassador Joseph N.) Boakai 
is in a lead that is insurmountable,” 
Weah said on national radio Friday 
night. 

“A few moments ago, i spoke with 
President-elect Boakai to congratu-
late him on his victory and to offer my 
sincere commitment to working with 
him for the betterment of our beloved 
Liberia.”

it is clear that former Vice President 
Boakai of the Unity Party is taking a 

lead following the recent presidential 
runoff in the country. 

According to results released so 
far by the NEC, with 99.58 percent of 
votes from the country’s 5,890 polling 
places counted, Boakai has so far gar-
nered 814,212 votes compared to the 
785,778 scored by Weah, the stand-
ard-bearer of the ruling Coalition for 

Democratic Change (CDC) party.
Data made available by the NEC on 

Friday indicated that the opposition 
leader is currently leading the incum-
bent president by 28,434 votes. 

The total outstanding ballots for 
counting are 25,694, which would not 
be sufficient to catch up with Boakai, 
even if Weah receives all the pending 

votes.
Boakai has secured 50.9 percent of the votes so far, 

while Weah has attained 49.1 percent, as mentioned 
by Davidetta Lansanah, head of the NEC, during a 
media briefing on Friday evening in the national cap-
ital of Monrovia.

 in his radio broadcast on Friday, Weah expressed 
his commitment to a smooth transition of power and 
urged his supporters to remain calm and respectful 
of the democratic process. 

he also pledged to support the Boakai adminis-
tration for a more prosperous Liberia. “Tonight, the 
CDC has lost the election, but Liberia has won. This is 
a time for graciousness in defeat, a time to place our 
country above party, and patriotism above personal 
interest. 

i remain your president until the handover of pow-
er, and i will continue to work for the good of Libe-
ria,” the Liberian leader said, adding “Let us heal the 
divisions caused by the campaign and come together 
as one nation and one united people.” 

The NEC, under immense pressure to deliver accu-
rate and transparent results, assured the public that 
the remaining ballots would be meticulously count-
ed, and the official outcome would be announced 
at the earliest possible time.  in 2017, Weah defeated 
Boakai with 62 percent of the vote following a presi-
dential runoff.     Xinhua

Protest in Spain against Catalan amnesty law draws 170,000

participation of Chinese enterprises, cooperation 
platforms such as the APEC Sustainable Energy 
Center and the China-Pacific island Countries Cli-
mate Change Cooperation Center have gradually 
been established. Green development projects, in-
cluding the Dzilam State Reserve located in Mexi-
co’s Yucatan Peninsula, have commenced, contrib-
uting Chinese wisdom and solutions to building a 
clean and beautiful Asia-Pacific region.

APEC Secretariat Executive Director Rebecca Sta 
Maria noted that China has demonstrated its de-
termination to achieve sustainable development 
through practical actions and has fulfilled its inter-
national commitments in the field of sustainable 
development.

Leveraging the digital twin technology, Chinese 
scientists are providing more solutions for the pro-
tection of marine biodiversity in Latin American 
countries. By introducing technologies such as 5G, 
cloud computing, and artificial intelligence, Chi-
nese companies are helping Thai hospitals achieve 
comprehensive intelligent transformation in their 
services. With the assistance of the China-ASEAN 
information harbor, the level of cross-border trade 
and economic services between China and ASEAN 
countries continues to improve.

China not only leads the world in technological 
innovation and digital economic development, but 
also actively promotes digital transformation in 
the Asia-Pacific region and even the world at large.

A Chinese engineer (C) takes Philippine staff members to adjust solar panel racks in a solar farm built by Chinese 
enterprises in San Marcelino, the Philippines. Upon completion, the solar farm will become the largest of its kind in the 
Philippines. (Photo by Yang Huoran)
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By Guardian Correspondent

FOOTBALL fans in Tanzania 
have a chance to win a trip of a 
lifetime with Betway Tanzania’s 
Twende AFCON Promo. 

The leading online sports bet-
ting brand is giving away four 
tickets to the AFCON 2024 tour-
nament in Ivory Coast, where 
the winners will cheer on Taifa 
Stars, the national men’s foot-
ball team.

Taifa Stars have made history 
by qualifying for AFCON for only 
the third time since the compe-
tition began. Betway Tanzania is 
proud to support the team and 
celebrate this milestone with its 

customers.
To enter the promo, custom-

ers need to register with Betway, 
deposit using any network, and 
place a bet on any sports fixture 
between November 16 and De-
cember 16, 2023. Every deposit 
will earn an entry into the lucky 
draw, where one of the four tick-
ets could be yours.

Jimmy Masaoe, the country 
operations manager for Betway 
Tanzania, said;

“We are thrilled to be part of 
this historic moment for Tan-
zanian football. We love every 
football moment, and we want 
to share this excitement with 
our customers and all sports 

fans. This promo is our way of 
supporting Taifa Stars and giv-
ing our fans a chance to witness 
their glory in Ivory Coast.”

Calvin Mhina, the marketing 
manager for Betway Tanzania, 
also encouraged sports fans and 
Betway customers to join the 
promo and grab the opportunity 
to support the national team.

“This is a rare and amazing 
opportunity for football lov-
ers in Tanzania. Don’t miss this 
chance to win a ticket to AFCON 
and cheer on Taifa Stars. Regis-
ter with Betway today and place 
your bets to enter the draw. You 
could be one of the lucky win-
ners to travel to Ivory Coast and 

witness history in the making,” 
he said.

The Africa Cup of Nations (AF-
CON) 2024 is scheduled to kick 
off in Ivory Coast from January 
13 to February 11, 2024, and will 
feature 24 teams vying for the 
coveted continental football 
cup. 

Tanzania, having qualified for 
only the third time after 1980 
and 2019 since the establish-
ment of AFCON, will commence 
its campaign in Group F against 
Morocco on January 17, followed 
by matches against Zambia on 
January 21, and DR Congo on 
January 24.

How Taifa Stars got the 
job done against Niger

With slim win 
over Niger in 
away match, 
Taifa Stars 
looking even 
more credible

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

T
AIFA Stars are off to 
a positive start in the 
World Cup Qualifiers 
after a gritty 

performance to keep a clean 
sheet and earn three points 
against Niger on Saturday 
evening.

Debutant Charles M’Mombwa 
scored the lone goal in the 57th 
minute as Adel Amrouche’s 
men beat their West African 
rivals for the second time this 
year. The result extended Tai-
fa Stars’ unbeaten run to four 
games.

Amrouche’s men will now 
look to stretch their unbeaten 
run to five games when they 
take on Morocco in their next 
fixture tomorrow.

The Guardian takes a look 
at how each player performed 
during the encounter at Moroc-
co’s Stade de Marrakech.

GK: Aishi Manula - 7 - Stood 
strong but the Tanzania inter-
national in truth was rarely 
tested by Niger.

LB: Novatus Miroshi - 6 - Not 
a bad game from the Shakhtar 
Donetsk utility man. He pro-
duced some accurate passes 
which helped to prevent Niger’s 
wingers from making a strong 
impact.

RB: Dickson Job - 6 - Was sol-
id enough in defence but going 
forward did not offer enough.

CB: Ibrahim Bacca - 7 - Tan-
zania’s most reliable defender 
in the evening. He was calm and 
composed in defence. He got 
his positioning right and kept 
the likes of Boubacar Soumana 

and Kairou Amoustapha at bay.
CB: Bakari Mwamnyeto -6 

-The tall centre back was de-
fensively okay as he showed 
tactical discipline and was com-
posed. He will be hoping to do 
better in terms of his attacking 
output going forward.

DM: Haji Mnoga - 7 - Some 
lovely defensive work, close 
control and nice passing but 
also battled when needed.

CM: Sospeter Bajana - 7 
- Worked his socks off and al-
lowed others to get forward, but 
more than pulled his weight.

CM: Feisal Salum - 6 - He had 

an okay game in the midfield. 
Did his job without influencing 
the game as he is used to. With-
drawn in the second half.

LW: Charles M’Mombwa - 7 
- Showed wonderful bursts of 
pace and quick feet to unsettle 
Niger’s defence. Got the match 
winner in a dream debut for 
Taifa Stars.

RW: Simon Msuva -6 - Tried 
his hardest to get a yard of 
space on his flank but he was 
quickly surrounded by Niger 
bodies.

ST: Mbwana Samatta - 7- 
Whether acting as a traditional 

centre forward or a false num-
ber nine, Samatta pulled Taifa 
Stars to-and-fro. He was un-
lucky not to have scored when 
he thundered a free kick into 
the crossbar. Assisted Charles 
M’Mombwa goal.

LW: Dennis Kibu- 6 - Came 
on when Taifa Stars were try-
ing to protect their lead. Was 
unusually going forward quiet 
but did his job of tracking back.

CM: Humid Mao - 6 - A little 
more steady than Feisal, but 
not by a wide margin.

 By Correspondent John Kimbute

TAIFA Stars head coach Adel Am-
rouche is in the mood to enjoy the 
honeymoon for a while longer, in the 
wake of a 1-0 win over a spirited Ni-
ger side in an away tie at the Stade 
Marrakech in Morocco, ostensibly 
the home ground of the Nigerien 
side. 

The match is the third in which the 
Nigerien side has not been able to de-
feat the local side, and suffered back 
to back defeat since it also lost at him 
in the earlier AFCON finals qualify-
ing tie. As Uganda gave way too, Stars 
romped home in the qualifiers; Taifa 
Stars were aggressive, earning five 
yellow cards.

While the city rivals’ club sides fan-
fare with continental competitions 
could be gasped from investments 
the clubs have attracted to them-
selves, it appears that there is star 
over the national side that has to do 
with the slightly noticeable level of 
professionalism that the team is en-
joying. 

In the Saturday match, the scorer 
of the lone goal, Charles M’Mombwa 
at 56 minutes, is a fairly new name 
except to those who follow youth 
tournaments or upcoming players in 
foreign countries. 

His effort was a sign that a new 
generation is coming up steadily to 
replace veterans like Mbwana Samat-
ta and Simon Msuva, with nearly two 
decades in the squad.

As the two veterans are still play-
ing well outside, they are not being 
included in the TFF-Amrouche plans 
for not relying on older stars, whose 
specific justification is an academic 
debate. 

There is always a contention be-
tween the project mentality and 
first team concept in national sides 
generally, as each country arrives at 
a point where it has a generational 
defect where older players perform 
less and new players start replacing 
them. 

Yet such stoppage has to start at 
club level, that one is no longer ca-
pable of playing at top level, for in-
stance being dropped by top clubs.

There are numerous instances 
when top players, once their club 
roles are in sharp decline, opt to 
move out of national sides, and sur-
prisingly, at times they see the need 
to reverse such decision and contin-
ue playing for the side. 

With Taifa Stars there is a jumble 
of perspectives, that when it comes 
to Aishi Manula, the first time he is 
available for Simba SC he was given 
the task at the derby without prior 
less intense encounters to test his 

match readiness. 
The same happened with the na-

tional side in calling him up and giv-
ing him the number, sidestepping Ali 
Salum.

Were it that there is a project, it 
could have been applied in a reverse 
way as Ali Salum has shown he can 
handle big matches and tense mo-
ments, but he is clearly discrimi-
nated against or deliberately being 
looked up in both club and country. 

At the same there is a daring effort, 
which incidentally has been success-
ful so far, to look up the Simba SC 
defence line that has in a sense come 
under criticism for the 5G drub-
bing lately, but a fullback pair that 
is trusted to handle Al Ahly pressure 
and performs convincingly is not one 
that can be wished aside by the Taifs 
Stars selection mechanism. 

They insist on players like Nickson 
Kibabage, who was a disappointment 
for Yanga against Ihefu, so indirectly 
sabotaging the national side.

Similarly, they insist on Beno Ka-
kolanya and another despite having 
been dropped by Simba SC, implying 
that the Taifa Stars selection mecha-
nism behaves like a club. 

It is not interested in picking a 
list of 18 best players for the next 
encounter, adding players as seems 
fit on the basis of their club perfor-
mances. They have a sort of project 
where excellent players are left aside 
or carted along by prejudices arising 
from the project mentality, as it has 
no time in and time out schedule for 
players, whereas an 18 best players 
guiding rule shows just who should 
come in.

Part of this mentality comes from 
the wish to win every game, and 
when a side fails to qualify for this 
or that finals, the project mentality 
comes back strongly, that we have 
not worked enough to raise tal-
ent and put them together for long 
enough to play as a team. 

As a matter of fact clubs don’t ac-
cept the idea of projects as it implies 
a club accepts to lose out one season 
and trust it will do better the follow-
ing season. 

Simba SC rejected that idea with 
Abdallah Kibadeni as the coach more 
than a decade ago and the national 
side has even less reason to have a 
project.

There is a sense in which Taifa 
Stars at this moment looks a bit like 
Young Africans SC, that it has been 
able to register wins with teams that 
were either not good enough or not 
spirited enough, and for that reason 
it believes its squad is the best. 

Ignoring the Simba defence like of 
local players and just pick midfield-
ers and at least one forward is faulty, 
and when we meet the likes of Mo-
rocco and Zambia these gaps could 
start showing their significance. 

So far this is not the case and the 
technical bench along with supervi-
sors at the federation offices have it 
their way.

How far this happiness will contin-
ue remains to be seen but it appears 
it will last, as the World Cup quali-
fiers, whichever way they go, won’t 
erase AFCON groups success. By the 
time the finals end it will be a new 
situation with the playing list.

Betway Tanzania launches Twende 
AFCON Promo to support Taifa Stars

 Betway Tanzania’s operations manager, Jimmy Masaoe (C) together with the company’s marketing manager, Calvin Mhina (3rd L), the chief gaming auditor from 
the Gaming Board of Tanzania, Jehud Ngolo and Betway ambassadors, Idris Sultan (R), Geoffrey Lea (L) and Salama Jabir (2nd L) lift a dummy AFCON Cup as 
a sign of support to Taifa Stars. The photo was taken during the launch of  Twende AFCON promo at Betway Tanzania’s office in Dar es Salaam on November 16, 
2023. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Taifa Stars squad during their 2026 FIFA World Cup African qualifiers Group E match against Niger at the Stade de 
Marrakech in Morocco on Saturday. Stars won 1-0. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TFF

In the Saturday match, 
the scorer of the lone goal, 
Charles M’Mombwa at 56 
minutes, is a fairly new 
name except to those who 
follow youth tournaments or 
upcoming players in foreign 
countries
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A
FRICAN champions Senegal 
began their 2026 World Cup 
qualifying campaign with a 
4-0 victory at home to South 

Sudan on Saturday as South Africa and 
Tanzania also opened with wins.

The Teranga Lions set off at a blister-
ing pace in their Group B fixture with 
Tottenham midfielder Pape Matar Sarr 
scoring after 40 seconds.

Sadio Mane scored Senegal’s second 
just four minutes later on a night when 
he made his 100th appearance for his 
country.

Debutant Lamine Camara added 
a third for the hosts. The 19-year-old 
scored on the stroke of half-time and af-
ter the break the former Liverpool for-
ward scored again - this time from the 
penalty spot.

With Senegal set to play Togo in Lome 
on Tuesday in their second qualifier, 
coach Aliou Cisse made a raft of chang-
es just after the hour mark with Mane 
and Sarr amongst those substituted.

On a tough night for South Sudan’s 
Bright Stars, Senegal had a late goal 
from Habib Diallo ruled out for offside.

Senegal are top of the Group B stand-
ings, ahead of DR Congo on goal differ-
ence after the opening round of match-
es.

Elsewhere,  Tanzania  enjoyed a 1-0 
victory in an away fixture against  Ni-

ger in neutral Marrakesh at the start of 
their Group E campaign.

Australia-based strik-
er  Charles  M’Mombwa scored for the 
Taifa Stars in the second half, on his de-
but for his country.

*South Africa off to winning start
South Africa began Saturday’s World 

Cup qualifying action across Africa 
with a 2-1 win over  Benin  in Durban 
in Group C.

Al Ahly forward Percy Tau gave Bafa-
na Bafana the perfect start. The former 
Brighton player struck in just the sec-
ond minute to give his country a 1-0 
lead.
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 PARIS

KYLIAN Mbappe scored a hat-trick in France’s 
record-breaking 14-0 thrashing of 10-man Gibral-
tar as the Netherlands, Switzerland and Romania 
booked their places at Euro 2024 on Saturday.

Les Bleus set a new record margin of victory in 
European qualifying and a national record in Nice.

Ethan Santos’ own goal and Marcus Thuram had 
already opened the floodgates before 17-year-old 
Warren Zaire-Emery scored.

That was Zaire-Emery’s last contribution as 
the  PSG  midfielder was forced off with an ankle 
injury but a red card for Santos after just 18 min-
utes allowed the World Cup finalists to run amok.

Mbappe’s penalty made it 4-0 and Jonathan 
Clauss,  Kingsley Coman  and Youssouf Fofana all 
scored before half-time.

Adrien Rabiot, Coman again and Ousmane Dem-
bele kept the score ticking over before Mbappe 
struck twice to seal his hat-trick in style.

The France captain lobbed Dayle Coleing from 
just inside the Gibraltar half to register his 300th 
career goal aged just 24.

Olivier Giroud then came off the bench to grab 
the final two goals and ensure the history books 
were re-written.

But the scoreline will raise fresh questions over 
the need for such clashes between giants and min-
nows in a congested fixture calendar.

“We did everything to make this score happen. 
That is the ambition that there is in this team,” said 
France boss Didier Deschamps.

Just one goal was enough to ensure the Dutch 
joined France in qualifying from Group B with a 
1-0 victory over the Republic of Ireland.

Wout Weghorst’s powerful drive separated the 
sides in Amsterdam in what is likely to be Irish boss 
Stephen Kenny’s final competitive game in charge.

“In the end, it’s about winning the game. We 
knew we needed the three points to qualify direct-
ly today, at home with our own fans,” said Nether-
lands forward Cody Gakpo.

“We created a lot of chances, opportunities, but 
we have to score more goals and have more finesse 
in the final third.”

- Romania, Switzerland qualify -
Romania reached just a second major tourna-

ment since 2008 by ending Israel’s chances of au-
tomatic qualification with a 2-1 win.

Despite being forced to play what should have 
been a home fixture in Hungary due to the ongoing 
conflict between Israel and Hamas, Israel went in 
front after just two minutes through Eran Zahavi.

But Romania hit back quickly to level through 
George Puscas and secured their place in Germa-
ny thanks to Ianis Hagi, son of Gheorghe Hagi who 
inspired the Romanians famous run to the 1994 
World Cup quarter-finals.

Switzerland also qualified despite being held 1-1 
at home by Kosovo.

AFP

France smash records 
in 14-0 win, Dutch, 
Swiss and Romania 
qualify for Euro 2024

World Cup 2026 qualifiers: Sadio Mane 
marks 100th cap for Senegal with a brace 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Sadio Mane was denied the chance of a hat-trick against South Sudan after Senegal coach Aliou 
Cisse took him off just after the hour mark. Agencies

 BEIJING

CHINESE President Xi Jinping has said he is “not 
so sure” of the abilities of the national men’s foot-
ball team, despite their recent victory over Thai-
land.

Xi made the rare off-the-cuff remark in an infor-
mal conversation with Thai Prime Minister Srettha 
Thavisin, according to a video posted Saturday by 
a Thai government account on X, formerly Twitter.

After evidently hearing for the first time that 
China had defeated Thailand 2-1 in a recent match, 
Xi said: “I think there was a lot of luck involved.”

“Because now, about our national team -- I’m not 
so sure about their level,” Xi said ahead of a meet-
ing of APEC leaders in San Francisco.

“There are ups and downs,” he added.
Xi has previously described himself as a football 

fan and said he dreams of China hosting and win-
ning a World Cup one day.

But ambitions of developing the men’s team into 
an international powerhouse have not come to 
fruition.

In September, hosts China fell 0-1 to Syria in a 
friendly loss mocked by frustrated fans and de-
rided by state media as “another embarrassing 
defeat”.

Chinese football has been in the grip of a major 
anti-corruption campaign that has seen numerous 
leading figures investigated or charged, including 
former national coach Li Tie.

The men’s national team face a critical few 
months with the start of qualifying for the 2026 
World Cup, and the Asian Cup in January-February 
in Qatar.

The long road to the 2026 World Cup in the Unit-
ed States, Canada and Mexico began in earnest in 
Asia on Thursday with 36 teams in action.

AFP

Xi says ‘not so sure’ 
of Chinese football 
team’s abilities

 LONDON

AN independent com-
mission’s decision to 
dock Everton 10 points 
for breaching Premier 
League financial rules 
could have seismic rami-
fications, and the fallout 
is being felt well beyond 
Goodison.

Stunned Everton fans 
may take some comfort 
from the sense they at 
least now know where 
they stand. But while 
the severity of the pun-
ishment meted out may 
have dismayed many, 
there is a very real dan-
ger that the situation fac-
ing the club could soon 
become even more seri-
ous.

The most obvious 
outstanding questions 
facing Everton are: 
whether  the points de-
duction  will ultimately 
condemn the club to rel-
egation, and also, what 
the outcome of any ap-
peal will be.

But it is clearly signifi-
cant that the chair of the 
commission said he was 
“satisfied” that several 
rival clubs “have poten-
tial claims for compen-
sation”.

Leicester City and 
Leeds United (both 
relegated last season) 
and  Burnley  (relegated 
in 2022), are reportedly 
pressing ahead with 
plans to sue Everton 
for millions of pounds’ 
worth of damages. They 
have a month to decide 
if they will pursue.

It would not be the 
first time such a scenario 
has unfolded.  Back in 
2009, for instance, West 
Ham agreed to pay Shef-
field United  a reported 
£20m in compensation 
as part of a settlement 
after a long legal dispute 
over the Carlos Tevez eli-
gibility case. United had 
launched a claim after 
being relegated instead 
of the Tevez-inspired 
Hammers.

Whether clubs pro-
ceed with litigation in 
this latest case, whether 
it is successful, and what 
all this uncertainty may 
mean for Everton’s pro-

posed sale by owner 
Farhad Moshiri to the 
US investment firm 777 
Partners is unclear. But 
the doomsday scenario 
for the Toffees is that 
the club end up being 
ordered to pay more in 
compensation than the 
new owners can afford, 
and that administration 
follows, along with a fur-
ther nine-point deduc-
tion, almost certainly 
condemning the team to 
relegation.

But the sense of tur-
moil does not stop there.

This ruling comes 
at a time when the fi-
nances of other clubs 
are under scrutiny. Chel-
sea are under investiga-
tion by both the Premier 
League and the FA over 
potential financial rule 
breaches by the club 
during Roman Abramov-
ich’s ownership tenure.

Earlier this year  Man-
chester City  - the domi-
nant force in the game 
- were hit with 115 charg-
es  for alleged breaches 
of the Premier League’s 
financial rules. They 
deny wrongdoing.

Given Everton’s pun-
ishment over one charge, 
many are now wonder-
ing about the scale of 
sanction these clubs 
could face - if found 
guilty, with 30-point de-
ductions or even expul-
sion being mooted.

Three years ago in rug-
by,  Saracens’ enforced 

relegation  from the 
Premiership for break-
ing salary cap rules sent 
shockwaves across the 
sport. Could something 
similar really happen in 
football?

Such is the scale and 
complexity of these cas-
es, it could be years until 
they are resolved.

But what is clear is 
that the ruling on Ever-
ton has added to the 
intrigue and pressure 
swirling around the Pre-
mier League’s regulatory 
process as these contro-
versies rumble on.

It does little for the 
reputation of the league 
that so many Everton 
fans - and some pundits 
- clearly believe the club 
is an easy target, and that 
with an  independent 
football regulator on the 

horizon, an example has 
been made of them.

Everton also believe 
the heaviest points de-
duction in the league’s 
history is excessive for 
a £19m over-spend. The 
club insist various unex-
pected factors were rea-
sonable mitigation for 
such losses, and contrast 
the 10-point deduction 
with the £3.5m fines ap-
plied to the six English 
teams  that were mem-
bers of the European 
Super League (ESL) plot 
in 2021.

The Premier League 
would deny any sugges-
tion Everton have been 
singled out, of course, 
and would make the 
point that ultimately 
it was an independent 
commission that decid-
ed the punishment.

Many believe the 
profit and sustainability 
rules are there for a very 
good reason - to prevent 
clubs living beyond their 
means, and that it was 
time they were enforced 
after years of criticism 
that the league was too 
‘hands-off ’ when it came 
to regulating owners 
and levels of spending. 
Especially in the case 
of a club whose breach 
was “serious” and whose 
culpability was “great”, 
according to the com-
mission.

Clubs that have stuck 
by these rules will no 
doubt welcome the rul-
ing, and praise the Pre-
mier League for estab-
lishing the regulations, 
and then defending the 
integrity of the competi-
tion by showing it is se-

rious about upholding 
them.

But the fallout and di-
vision that follows could 
be painful.

The old saying was 
that ‘the table doesn’t 
lie’. That where teams 
finish in the league is 
ultimately a fair reflec-
tion of their quality. 
The credibility of any 
sporting competition de-
pends on this, especially 
one of the most popular 
in the world.

In the Premier League 
this season, that sense of 
fairness and justice has 
already been  shaken by 
a crisis of confidence in 
officiating  amid high-
profile errors by the 
video assistant referee 
(VAR) system.

But what if teams’ fates 
are now increasingly dic-
tated by the calculations 
of accountants, the argu-
ments of lawyers and the 
verdicts of commissions, 
rather than simply the 
performances of their 
players? What if past 
achievements stretching 
back years are now taint-
ed by rule-breaking, and 
doubt is cast over titles 
and relegation battles? 
What if trust is dented?

Two years after the 
crisis sparked by the 
remarkable ESL break-
away attempt, the fear 
is that the Everton rul-
ing could mark the start 
of another damaging 
period of turbulence, in-
fighting and litigation for 
English football.
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Why Everton points deduction sent shockwaves through the EPL

A general view of a corner flag with a poppy logo ahead of the Premier League match at Goodison Park, Liverpool. Picture date: 
Saturday November 4, 2023. Agencies

Khuliso Mudau doubled the 
hosts’ lead on the stroke of half-
time.

Steve Mounie clawed one back 
for Benin in the 70th minute to 
make it a nervy end for the home 
fans, as South Africa held on to se-
cure the victory.

South Africa are early leaders 
of Group C, a group which also in-
cludes Nigeria.

The Super Eagles, who were held 
to a 1-1 draw at home to Lesotho on 
Thursday, will be under pressure 
to get a win when they face Zimba-
bwe in Rwanda on Sunday in their 
second Group C qualifier.

Zimbabwe, like Niger, are among 
the 17 African nations who have 
been forced to play their home 
qualifiers at neutral grounds, ei-
ther because they lack internation-
al-standard stadiums or for safety 
reasons.

Elsewhere, in round two of quali-
fying on Sunday, Burundi face Ga-
bon, Algeria are away to Mozam-
bique, Egypt have an away match 
against Sierra Leone and Sudan 
take on DR Congo.

Africa has a guaranteed nine 
qualifiers for the 2026 finals 
in  Canada,  Mexico  and the Unit-
ed States, with all group winners 
booking a spot at the tournament.

BBC



 

appointed by leaders of the 
associations.

    Bayi assured the del-
egates that TOC is ready to 
work with them (athletes’ 
commissions) mainly on 
important decisions and 
recommendations which 
will be presented to the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), the Asso-
ciation of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC), and 
the Association of Olym-
pic Committees of Africa 
(ANOCA).

  “The guest of honor, 
Gulam Rashid, who is TOC 
president, and delegates to 
the TOC Athletes’ Commis-
sion annual general meet-
ing, let me inform you that 
we have been funding the 
Athletes’ Commission an-
nual general meeting for 
the past 17 years. The Ath-
letes’ Commission is very 
important as it carries the 
voice of athletes in Olympic 
movement decisions.

  “Delegates have a re-
sponsibility to advise the 

national sports associa-
tions and speak on behalf 
of their fellow active and 
retired athletes and pro-
mote the welfare of fellow 
athletes among others,” he 
said.

  Bayi said that the TOC 
view is that if all national 
sports associations have 
athletes’ commissions it 
will be easy to tackle and 
support  the initiatives 
of the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) and be in-
volved in the support of re-

World Cup 2026 qualifiers: 
Sadio Mane marks 100th 
cap for Senegal with a brace
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

 By Correspondent Joseph Mcheka-
dona

 

T
HE Tanzania Olym-
pic Committee 
(TOC) has appealed 
to all National 

Sports Associations (NSAs) in 
the country to form commis-
sions that will help to  ensure 
that the athletes’ viewpoint re-
mains at the heart of the Olym-
pic movement decisions.

The appeal was made on Sat-
urday in Kibaha, Coast Region 
by TOC secretary general Fil-
bert Bayi at the opening of the 
committee’s Athletes’ Commis-
sion annual general meeting 
(AGM) which attracted del-
egates from 27 national sports 
associations from both Main-
land and Isles.  

He said TOC has been fund-
ing the Athletes’ Commission 
annual general meeting since 
its formation 17 years ago, but 
it is disappointing that many 
NSAs do not have athletes’ 
commissions and those which 
have its leaders, members 
were not democratically elect-
ed by athletes from the respec-
tive associations but they were 

Tanzania Olympic Committee (TOC) secretary general Filbert Bayi speaks at the TOC Athletes’ 
Commission annual general meeting (AGM) which was held in Kibaha, Coast Region last Saturday. 
Others from left are chairperson of the commission Khalid Rushaka and TOC president Gulam Rashid. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JOSEPH MCHEKADONA 

Twiga Queens head coach Bakari Shime. (Agencies)

Coach Shime names in-form Twiga Stars squad to face Togo 

 By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE national netball camp which was scheduled 
for last Saturday in Kibaha, Coast Region to prepare 
for the Africa Netball Cup, slated for later this month 
in Botswana, has been postponed indefinitely.

The national netball association (Chaneta) recently 
released the names of 12 players, the head coach and 
four officials  who were to enter camp last Saturday 
at Filbert Bayi School in Kibaha, but the association 
secretary general, Rose Mkisi, said the camp has been 
postponed indefinitely due  to uncertainty on the 
dates of the events.

She said there are unofficial reports that the Bo-
tswana National Sports Council (BNSC) has not given 
permission to the county’s netball association (BONA) 
to host the championships.

Mkisi, in an interview, said: “There is uncertainty 
on the dates of the championships. This is coming 
due to unofficial information that BONA has not been 
given permission to host the championships, so we 
thought it wise to call off the camp and wait for the 
official communication from the organizers which is 
expected on Monday (today). Then we will know what 
to do and inform the general public of our next step,” 
she said.

Initially, the championships were to be hosted by 
Uganda, but the country was stripped of the hosting 
rights.    

The championships are slated from November 28 - 
December 6 at the University of Botswana Indoor Sta-
dium and  teams which are expected to compete at 
the championships are South Africa, Malawi, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia, Kenya, Tanzania, Gha-
na, Burundi and the host Botswana.

Late last October, some Botswana media reported 
that BNSC had not granted permission to BONA to 
host the championships.

The media outlets quoted BNSC director for sport 
development Peaceful Seleka, who  said that they 
were not in a position to host such an event.

He said the budget for this financial year had long 
been approved and did not include hosting of Africa 
Netball Cup. He said when applications to host events 
were done on time, they budgeted for them, which 
was not the case with the netball cup.

He said BONA only requested permission to host 
three months before the event.

“While we don’t encourage that, had BONA dem-
onstrated that they had funds to host the event, we 
would have possibly waived the two-year application 
requirement,” he was quoted.

According to BNSC hosting policy, application to 
host a regional competition has to be done a year be-
fore while for continental and world competitions, 
two and four years in advance respectively.

BONA spokesperson Mokereste Mokereste was 
quoted admitting that Africa Netball made a ‘last min-
ute’ request for the association to host the tourna-
ment.

He said the onus was on BONA and Africa Netball to 
make a plan on how to handle the issue since it was 
an emergency.

The Africa Netball Cup or African Netball Champi-
onships is a netball competition held every two years 
with teams across Africa competing for the top prize.

However, last week other Botswana media houses 
reported that  BNSC has reconsidered BONA’s re-
quest for permission to host the tournament on the 
basis that BONA, with the commission’s assistance, 
obtained sponsorship amounting to 300,000 Pula 
(about 22,411 U.S. dollars) from Okavango Diamond 
Company for the hosting of the events.

The national netball team (Taifa Queens), which 
are currently ranked number 45 in the International 
Netball Federation (INF), have been inactive for many 
years but returned to the International scene last year 
and competed at the last edition of the Africa Netball 
Cup in South Africa.  

At the South Africa Championships, Taifa Queens, 
which are coached by Hafidhi Tindwa  lost all their 
matches. They first lost to Namibia, then South  Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Botswana. 

Netball camp to 
prepare for Africa 
championships 
now called off 

tired athletes.
  In his remarks, Rashid 

said members of the commis-
sion are ambassadors of their 
respective sports associa-
tions and they must refrain 
from bad behavior and be in 
the forefront in advising their 
fellow athletes on how to pre-
pare for life after their sport-
ing careers.

  He also bemoaned the 
lack of youth teams among 
NSAs in the country, saying 
this is hindering the growth 
and development of sports 
in the country and he chal-
lenged the delegates of the 
AGM to advise their associa-
tions on the importance of 
youth teams.

The delegates at the AGM, 
among other things, dis-
cussed the outcome of the 
exposition of the previous 
annual general meeting in 
Morogoro. 

Reports on the Africa Ath-
letes Forum (AAF) and Inter-
national Athletes Forum (IAF) 
which were held last March 
in Algeria and Switzerland 
last October, respectively.

  In her video message IOC 
Athletes Commission chair 
Emma Terho asked athletes 
to make use of the available 
education opportunities 
which she said the IOC is of-
fering.

  She said the IOC career 
program (IOC ACP) was 
launched in 2005 and com-
prises three main axes which 
are Education, Life Skills and 
Employment.

 TOC Athletes Commission 
chairman Khalid Rushaka 
thanked all the delegates who 
attended the AGM and asked 
them to maintain unity and 
togetherness 

 By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

TANZANIA women’s se-
nior national head coach 
Bakari Shime has named 
24 players for the first leg 
of CAF Women’s Africa 
Cup of Nations (WAFCON) 
second-round qualifi-
cations slated to take 
place on November 30 at 
Chamazi Complex.

Twiga Stars qualified 
for the second round af-
ter thrashing Ivory Coast 
on penalty shootouts 4-2 
following a 2-2 aggregate 
draw. The Ivorian side 
won 2-0 at their home 
ground while the local 
women’s senior team 
bounced back by the same 
score line at home.

Togo qualified for the 
second round following 
their 13-0 aggregate win 
against Djibouti, beating 
them 7-0 away and 6-0 at 
home.

The Togolese side par-
ticipated in last year’s 
WAFCON as they faced 
elimination in Group B 
with just a single point, 
scoring three goals and 
conceding nine.

The Tanzania squad fea-
tures a blend of in-form 
Tanzania-based players 
and experienced foreign-
based players, including 
Oppa Clement who plays 
his soccer in Turkey with 
Besiktas.

Coach Shime has named 
16 JKT Queens players fol-
lowing their participa-
tion in the CAF Women’s 
Champions League and 
extraordinary perfor-
mance in this year’s CE-
CAFA zone women’s tour-
nament.

WAFCON will comprise 
a total of 12 teams that 
will qualify for the group 
stages and automatically-
qualified hosts Morocco.

The teams were seeded 
according to the FIFA 
Women’s World Ranking 
of June 2023 and their 
performance in the previ-
ous edition in 2022.

The second leg between 
the two sides is slated to 
take place in Kégué Sta-
dium in Lome, Togo on 
December 5.

The winners of the sec-
ond round will secure au-
tomatic qualification for 
the 2024 WAFCON to be 

hosted in Morocco.
The squad includes:
Goalkeepers: Najat Ab-

bas ( JKT Queens), Zulfa 
Makau ( JKT Queens) and 
Husna Mtunda (Yanga 
Princess)

Defenders: Julitha Sin-
gano (FC Juarez-Mexico), 
Anastasia Katunzi ( JKT 
Queens), Happy Zeblon 
( JKT Queens), Chister Ba-
hera ( JKT Queens), Vaileth 
Nicholas ( JKT Queens), 
and Fatuma Issa (Simba 
Queens).

Midfielders: Joyce Lema 
( JKT Queens), Diana Mnali 
( JKT Queens), Aisha Juma 
(Simba Queens), Winfrida 
Gerald ( JKT Queens), Eto 
Hamisi ( JKT Queens), Es-
ter Mabanzi ( JKT Queens), 
Amina Abdallah ( JKT 
Queens), Janeth Chris-
topher ( JKT Queens), 
Stumai Abdallah ( JKT 
Queens), and Enekia Ka-
songa (Eastern Flames, 
Saudia Arabia)

Attackers: Aisha Masaka 
(BK Hacken - Sweden), 
Oppa Clement (Besiktas 
-Turkey), Jamila Rajabu 
( JKT Queens) and Jamila 
Rajabu ( JKT Queens)
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