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CCM Secretariat hoping for
qualified, trusted candidates

By Henry Mwangonde

STAKEHOLDERS will start providing 
views on voluntary tax compliance, ex-
panding the tax base and addressing public 
grievances on tax collection methods in the 
coming weeks.

Ambassador Ombeni Sefue, the chair-
man of the Presidential Commission on 
Tax Reforms said at a State House press 
conference in Dar es Salaam yesterday that 
the commission has formally commenced 
operating, hence starting by setting out the 
stakeholder platform.

Expected participants mainly come from 
academic associations, businesses and in-
dividual experts to deliver reasoned view-
points for the commission to gather those 
inputs over the next two to three months. TURN TO PAGE 2

Tax grievances for hearing as
reforms panel starts working
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Civil society umbrella, 
regulator staking it 
out on consumer rights
By Getrude Mbago

THE Foundation for Civil Society 
(FCS) and the Consumer Consultative 
Council of the Land Transport Regulato-
ry Authority- (LATRA-CCC) have signed 
a three-year memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) to advance consumer 
protection in public transportation.

FCS executive director Justice 
Rutenge said at the signing ceremony in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday that the pact is 
a significant partnership in enhancing 
citizen agency and strengthening con-
sumer protection mechanisms.

It is a component of a wider partner-
ship pegged at 2.3bn/- with Trademark 
Africa, where the latter will help the 
stakeholders to create a more informed 
and protected consumer environment 
in land transportation, promoting fair 
market practices and fostering dynamic 
business growth.

“Collaboration is vital for creating a 
robust framework that safeguards the 
rights of consumers in transportation,” 
he said, underlining that the strategic 
partnership will involve co-designing 
and implementing initiatives that ad-
vance consumer rights and protection 
of regulated land transport goods and 
services.

“For the past two decades, FCS has 
maintained a citizen-centred approach 
focused on advancing citizen agency. 
Our commitment to consumer protec-
tion stems from this foundational con-

Former chief secretary Ombeni Sefue, chairman of the Presidential Com-
mission on Tax Reforms, addresses journalists at State House in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday on the schedule of the commission’s activities. Photo: Chief 
Photographer Selemani Mpochi
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 “By establishing this commission, the 
president demonstrated the political will 
to tackle existing challenges. Our first 
step is to analyse the current tax system 
to establish a foundation for necessary 
changes,” he said.

He pointed at the country’s impressive 
economic growth with GDP rising by 4.7 
per cent and tax revenue averaging 12.1 
percent of GDP, underlining that the 12.1 
percent is significantly below the 15 per-
cent of GDP in tax collection required for 
sub-Saharan countries to achieve the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The commission will engage with vari-
ous stakeholders and hold symposiums 
to gather insights for their mandate, with 
a design for the general public to partici-

There was widespread 
public concern from busi-
nesses and foreign inves-
tors regarding current 
methods in tax adminis-
tration as well as assess-
ments of tax obligations

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

THE upcoming local government elec-
tions need to bring about reputable and 
qualified candidates who are trusted to 
manage local affairs, the ruling party has 
declared.

Amos Makala, the head of Ideology, 
Publicity and Training in the secretariat, 
made this remark when receiving the Dar 
es Salaam city local government voter 
registration report presented by party 
leaders in the city yesterday.

He said that the party has arrived at a 
critical juncture where it is vital to uphold 

honesty and transparency, looking ahead 
to the polls, noting that when the oppor-
tunity presents itself, the right candidates 
will be selected.

“We will carefully select qualified can-
didates who are not only capable but also 
respected within the community to take 
on the responsibility of managing various 
activities. This process will ensure that 
we have trustworthy individuals leading 
efforts that benefit everyone involved,” 
he stated.

CCM will conduct a campaign in line 
with the president’s 4Rs philosophy when 
the time comes as it is one of its tools in 
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implementing its election manifesto, he said, 
noting that reconciliation, resilience, reform 
and rebuild are basic elements of govern-
ance at the moment.

“I am quite sure there will be those who 
will say we have succeeded in organizing 
demonstrations and a campaign for a new 
constitution, but let me tell you, the citizens 
will decide who to choose,” he remarked.

He emphasised that the polls will be free 
and fair, respecting any results that would 
come out as to the winner and he or she will 
be announced “and the loser will accept the 
results.”

Up to 96.7 percent of local government 
voter registration in Dar es Salaam was elic-
ited on evident acceptance of the CCM gov-
ernment and implementation of its manifes-
to, he suggested.

“We have witnessed the drive of various 
leaders who encouraged people to register 
in the voters’ roll, including President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan as well as regional and 
district leaders. This was the motivation for 
people to register, stimulating a large turn-
out of individuals registering in Dar es Sa-

Up to 96.7 percent of local government voter 
registration in Dar es Salaam was elicited on 

evident acceptance of the CCM government and 
implementation of its manifesto

Anniversary

Same, Ukiriguru
bus crashes leave 
13 people dead as 
59 sustain injuries

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporters

THIRTEEN people died and 59 suffered 
injuries in two bus accidents in Mwanza and 
Kilimanjaro regions, including five choir 
members from the Eastern and Coastal Dio-
cese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania (ELCT).

In a condolence message, President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan expressed sadness at the re-
ports of road accidents in the two regions 
causing deaths and injuries.

“I extend my condolences to all the be-
reaved families, relatives and friends. I pray 
that the departed rest in peace, and I wish 

 “We received seven bodies: three women and five men, 
including a nine-month-old baby in a critical condition” 

all the injured a swift recovery,” the message 
intoned.

“As we approach the end of the year, I urge 
all road users to exercise greater caution. I 
have instructed all the relevant authorities to 
intensify their efforts in enforcing road safety 
laws,” the president remarked.

In a crash that killed five and injured 20 
people, the bus accident occurred early yes-
terday in the Kirinjiko Airtel area near Mwem-
be in Same District, Kilimanjaro Region.  

The Wazo Hill Parish Choir of the diocese 
(DMP) was traveling from Dar es Salaam to 
Machame, Hai District near Moshi munici-
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Parliamentary Public Accounts Standing Committee chairperson Naghenjwa Kaboyoka (R) presides over a meeting the committee held in Dodoma city 
yesterday with the Tanzania Investment Centre leadership. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Finance ministry permanent secretary Dr Natu El-Maamry Mwamba (L) discusses the role of central banks in African countries in seeking financial 
resources for use in addressing the economic and social impacts of climate change. This ‘dialogue’ was held yesterday in Washington, DC, in tandem with 
the ongoing (Oct 21 - 26) annual meetings of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. Photo: Finance ministry
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cept,” the director noted.
Critical rights that consumers 

hold include the right to fair settle-
ment for claims, education about 
regulated land transport of prod-
ucts and services, along with quality 
assurance.

“In partnering with LATRA CCC, 
a key stakeholder in advancing con-
sumer protection in the sector, FCS 
will leverage its expertise in capac-
ity building to support the council 
in mobilising resources essential 
to implement initiatives aimed at 
protecting consumer rights,” he ex-
plained.

This initiative, funded by the For-
eign, Commonwealth and Develop-
ment Office (FCDO), Ireland and 
Norway through TradeMark Africa 
(TMA) seeks to support integration 
of strengths of operating compa-
nies, regulators and civil society or-
ganisations to promote green eco-
nomic growth, he further noted

The partnership aligns with the 
earlier grant, aiming to address and 
resolve consumer protection issues, 

raise consumer awareness and em-
power civil societies and regulatory 
bodies.

Daudi Goodluck, the LATRA CCC 
executive secretary, asserted that ef-
fective consumer protection within 
the transport sector is a vital aspect 
of its functions.

Partnerships among develop-
ment stakeholders are crucial as 
such collaborations strengthen con-
sumer protection mechanisms and 
ensure robust safeguards for con-
sumers.

“As Tanzania moves towards fos-
tering an environment that sup-
ports consumer rights, the partner-
ship exemplifies a collective effort 
to promote equitable trade prac-
tices and empower consumers with 
knowledge about their rights and 
recourse options,” he stated

Through this strategic collabora-
tion, the regulator expects to roll 
out a comprehensive program on 
consumer protection and rights 
in the transport sector, promoting 
consumer empowerment, advo-
cacy and effective engagement with 
key stakeholders, he added.
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Civil society umbrella, regulator
staking it out on consumer rights

pate in the debate by offering views 
via an online platform.

The commission, which has six 
months to deliver its findings, is ex-
pected to assess various aspects of 
the tax regime and provide recom-
mendations for reform, having been 
established in response to business 
stoppages and diplomatic corps 
complaints.

There was widespread public 
concern from businesses and for-
eign investors regarding current 
methods in tax administration as 
well as assessments of tax obliga-
tions.

In swearing in the commission 
members, President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan tasked them with develop-
ing strategies to promote voluntary 
tax compliance, expand the tax 
base, and address public grievances 
on tax enforcement.

The president had underlined 
that the government wants to bring 
about a tax system that is fair and 

where everyone required to pay 
taxes pays appropriate taxes. All 
taxes should be collected in accord-
ance with the law she had stated.

The government similarly wants 
a tax system that stimulates the 
growth of an industrial economy 
and contributes to building an inte-
grated economy enabling the gov-
ernment to fulfil its goals of bringing 
prosperity to the people, she had 
emphasised.

The former chief secretary is 
joined by former Bank of Tanzania 
Governor Prof. Florens Luoga, for-
mer Controller and Auditor Gen-
eral Prof. Mussa Assad and retired 
permanent secretary, Ambassador 
Maimuna Tarishi.

Other members include Abouba-
kar Mohamed Aboubakar from the 
State University of Zanzibar, veteran 
advocate Ambassador Mwanaidi 
Sinare Maajar, tax expert David Ta-
rimo, and Rished Bade, a former 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) 
commissioner general.

Tax grievances for hearing as
reforms panel starts working
FROM PAGE 1

pality to attend the funeral of a fel-
low choir member who had passed 
away two days earlier.

Kasilda Mgeni, the Same district 
commissioner, said that the choir 
members’ bus, a Toyota Coaster T 
550 DVD, veered off the road and 
hit a culvert. It was part of a convoy 
of four medium buses, where it is 
said the driver dozed off briefly and, 
upon waking the bus had already 
crashed.

The injured were rushed to the 
Same district hospital, the Mawenzi 
referral hospital and the zonal refer-
ral hospital, KCMC), she said, noting 
that those who died in the accident 
had been identified as Stephen 
Temba (40), Aurelia Swai (50), Nee-
ma Ngusi (35), Charles Mchome (63) 
and Maderina Mtenzi (58).

The injured are Neema Mgolo 
(54), Happyness Msagati, Elinaike 
Mushi (48), Flora Kamnde (46), 
Joyce (66), Arnold Uroki (49), Rich-
ard Lupatu and George Kilango (55).

Still others are Grace Macha (55), 
Herry Macha (53), Haika Urio (51), 
Daniel Kilonzi (40), Evaline Muro 
(54), Martha (42), Easter Lukindo 

(56), and Habia Kasumuni (56).
Joel Massawe, the KCMC acting 

public relations officer, stated that 
they had received three women pa-
tients with serious injuries and they 
were rapidly put to treatment.

Vena Karia, the Mawenzi Hospital 
spokesperson, reported that they 
had received one patient who is be-
ing treated.

Regional Commissioner Nurdin 
Babu urged drivers to always exer-
cise caution, reminding them that 
they are responsible for the lives of 
the passengers.

 In another accident, a head-on 
collision between two passenger 
buses occurred early yesterday in 
the Ukiriguru area of Misungwi Dis-
trict, Mwanza Region. A Nyehunge 
Express bus T.281 EFG traveling 
from Morogoro to Mwanza, and an 
Asante Rabi bus T458 DYD en route 
to Arusha from Mwanza collided, 
officials said.

DCP Wilbroad Mutafungwa, 
the regional police commander, 
said that excessive speeding was 
involved, with the Nyehunge bus 
driver overtaking without caution.

“The driver was overtaking vehi-

cles in a sharp-bend area, despite 
signs prohibiting such actions,” he 
stated, noting that during the over-
taking manoeuvre, the driver col-
lided with the Asante Rabi bus. 

Nearby residents and health 
workers quickly responded, help-
ing recover passengers’ belongings 
and providing medical aid, he said, 
while Makeso Makongoro, an assis-
tant fire superintendent heading 
the regional fire and rescue unit, 
reported that they successfully 
rescued some trapped passengers, 
including the Nyehunge bus driver. 

Timely reporting of such inci-
dents enables swift responses from 
the rescue force, he said, with traf-
fic resuming after the mangled ve-
hicles were cleared from the road.

Survivors of the Mwanza crash 
included journalist Angelo Mwole-
ka who recounted the harrow-
ing incident. Boarding the Asante 
Rabi bus, he sustained injuries 
that required seven stitches and 
was taken to Kamagana Hospital in 
Nyegezi.

“I have a cut from inside my 
mouth to the outside. I am recover-
ing well, but I think up to 10 people 

must have died,” he said.
Another survivor, Eliud Salam, 

described the moments leading 
up to the crash. He recalled being 
startled by a loud noise that sound-
ed like a tire bursting. He quickly 
braced himself, and shortly after, 
the bus overturned onto its side.

Dr Clement Morabu, the Misung-
wi District chief medical officer, 
confirmed the recovery of seven 
bodies, including a nine-month-old 
baby who passed away while re-
ceiving treatment.

 “We received seven bodies: three 
women and five men, including a 
nine-month-old baby in a critical 
condition,” he stated, noting that 
medical teams quickly arrived at 
the scene and found over 50 in-
jured individuals.

“They assessed the situation, 
transferring 21 with less severe in-
juries to Usagara Health Center, 
while 18 others were taken to the 
district hospital. All 39 injured 
were treated, with four in a critical 
condition referred to the Bugando 
zonal referral hospital for further 
examination and treatment,” he 
added.
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Same, Ukiriguru bus crashes leave 13 people dead as 59 sustain injuries

laam Region,” he elaborated.
Elias Mpanda, the regional party 

secretary, said the report showed 
that a total of 3,480,630 individuals 
registered, with Ilala District taking 
the lead with 1,440,300 registered 
voters.

Over 31 million eligible people 
representing 94.83 per cent of to-
tal eligible citizens have registered 
on the voter roll for the upcoming 
polls, set for November 27.

Mohamed Mchengerwa, the Re-
gional Administration and Local 
Governments state minister in the 
President’s Office (PO-RALG) said 
that this turnout to register marks 
a significant increase compared to 
the 2019 polls.

At that time 19,681,256 voters were 
registered countrywide, being 86 
per cent of the targeted 22,916,412 
voters, while this year’s record fol-
lowed a 10-day registration exercise 
launched by President Samia on Oc-
tober 11, he added.

CCM Secretariat hoping for
qualified, trusted candidates
FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi has called for increased 
support and partnerships in the ar-
eas of expertise, infrastructure and 
capacity building for health profes-
sionals to ensure provision of qual-
ity services in the Isles.

He made the call yesterday at 
State House in Zanzibar during his 
meeting with a team of specialist 
doctors from the Global Association 
of Physicians of Indian Origin (GA-
PIO) based in the United States (US).

Dr Mwinyi emphasized that Zan-
zibar government actively works on 
infrastructure development, includ-
ing construction of district hospitals 
and health centres across Unguja 
and Pemba.

“This initiative aims to guarantee 
that citizens have access to high-

quality medical care close to home. 
These facilities are crucial for ad-
dressing healthcare needs of the 
growing population,” he said.

However, he pointed out that sig-
nificant gaps remain, particularly in 
the areas of medical supplies and 
equipment, inadequate funding 
and trained personnel.

Despite construction of 11 district 
hospitals, Dr Mwinyi acknowledged 
ongoing challenges within the 
health sector, including a shortage 
of qualified specialists, limited med-
ical supplies and outdated technol-
ogy.

He urged the visiting doctors to 
explore opportunities for profes-
sional development and help estab-
lish a more robust healthcare man-
agement system in Zanzibar.

“To achieve our healthcare goals, 
we must address the shortages of 

medical supplies and human re-
sources as well as improve our man-
agement of health insurance and 
healthcare infrastructure,” he said.

Dr Mwinyi also discussed in-
troduction of health insurance 
schemes for both locals and tourists 
visiting Zanzibar.

He explained that the initiatives 
not only support the financial sus-
tainability of the healthcare sector 
but also provide essential coverage 
for tourists.

“For instance, 18 tourists have al-
ready benefited from health insur-
ance during their stay,” he said.

Dr. Mwinyi stated that the govern-
ment is ready to foster collabora-
tion by creating a supportive work-
ing environment and facilitating 
closer relationships through short, 
medium and long-term planning. 
This will strengthen cooperation 

between the government, the Min-
istry of Health and GAPIO.

Dr Nazir Arab, coordinator of the 
visit from Apollo Hospital in Dar es 
Salaam, highlighted GAPIO’s mis-
sion to connect over 1.4 million doc-
tors worldwide, with Tanzania iden-
tified as a key beneficiary of their 
efforts. 

He noted that GAPIO is currently 
active in 57 countries, particularly in 
East Asia, Southeast Asia and Africa, 
with a vision to enhance healthcare 
standards globally.

“Our goal is to facilitate knowl-
edge exchange and improve health-
care access in regions that need it 
most,” he said.

The visiting team, comprising 20 
specialist doctors led by Prof Sanku 
Rao, will hold collaborative meet-
ings to identify areas of focus in 
Zanzibar.

Mwinyi appeals for partnerships to elevate health services in Isles

KIGALI

AN outbreak of Marburg virus is 
being contained in Rwanda, authori-
ties have said.

Health minister Sabin Nsanzima-
na has cited absence of new infec-
tions or deaths in the past six days.

Health officials have confirmed 
44 recoveries and only three active 
cases remain. The Ebola-like disease 
has so far killed 15.

“We have been following everyone 
with symptoms suggestive to Mar-
bug virus, to call us and tell us and 
all (those) we tested in the last four 
weeks, no-one tested positive for 
Marburg, which is great news that 
we do not have community trans-
mission for Marburg, that is also a 
key indicator and we are going to 
continue. It is not the end but a great 
step forward towards stopping this 
outbreak.”

Rwanda has documented 1,146 
contacts. All positive cases have 
come from the list of known contacts 
of people with the virus, he said.

Like Ebola, the Marburg virus is 
believed to originate in fruit bats and 
spreads between people through 

close contact with the bodily fluids 
of infected individuals or with sur-
faces, such as contaminated bed 
sheets.

Symptoms include fever, muscle 
pains, diarrhea, vomiting and, in 
some cases, death through extreme 
blood loss.

Rwanda declared the outbreak on 
Sept. 27. To limit the spread, schools 
and hospital visits were suspended.

Home vigils are banned if a death 
is linked to Marburg.

The WHO director-general Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
praised the country’s efforts. Dr 
Tedros is undertaking a mission to 
Rwanda to assess first-hand the re-
sponse to the Marburg virus disease 
outbreak in Rwanda, and the sup-
port being provided by WHO and 
partners.

During his time in the country, Dr 
Tedros has visited health facilities 
treating people infected by the virus 
and the command centre leading 
the response and met with national 
health authorities and United Na-
tions partners. “I can see that the 
outbreak is being managed under 
strong leadership,” Tedros said.

WHO chief in Kigali as Rwanda takes 
measures to contain Marburg outbreak
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By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

KAGERA Regional Commissioner Fatuma 
Mwasa has highlighted lack of permanent 
banana markets as a major factor that has led 
to persistently low prices for the produce in 
the region.

According to her, despite the big production 
costs incurred by farmers, bananas fetch lower 
prices in Kagera compared to neighbouring 
regions and countries.

Mwasa made the remarks recently during 
closing ceremony of the World Food Day 
celebrations which were held at national level 
in Kagera. The event aimed to raise awareness 
about food security and sustainable 
agriculture.

The RC pointed out that while Kagera is one 
of the leading regions in banana production, 
local farmers do not reap the benefits they 
deserve. “This is disheartening because our 
farmers spend a lot of costs on production 
but end up witnessing others in neighbouring 
countries enjoy good prices,” she said.

 She urged the Ministry of Agriculture to 

take proactive steps in establishing robust 
markets that would benefit both farmers and 
the nation as a whole.

Emphasizing the importance of market 
access, Mwasa explained that creating border 
markets and enhancing facilities in districts 
known for high banana production would 
enable farmers to expand their market reach.

Currently, many traders undervalue 
bananas by purchasing them directly from 
farmers in the fields, often at prices that do 
not reflect their true value.

For instance, a bunch of bananas weighing 
50 kg is sold by farmers in Bukoba, Karagwe, 
Kyerwa and Muleba districts for between 
3,000/- and 10,000/- while in other regions, 
the same quantity can fetch up to 40,000/-.

Mwasa also noted that traders from 
neighbouring countries frequently come to 
buy bananas but do not engage directly with 
farmers.

She proposed that establishing permanent 
banana markets at every border would 
facilitate direct sales, allowing farmers to 
secure better prices and ensure they receive 

fair compensation for their hard work.
Furthermore, she asserted that the 

region’s abundant banana production 
should not be seen as a weakness but rather 
as an opportunity for economic growth. 
By improving banana markets for export, 
Kagera could enhance farmers’ incomes and 
contribute significantly to national revenue.

Deputy Minister for Agriculture David 
Silinde affirmed that the government is 
committed to addressing the issue of market 
accessibility stability.

He announced plans to construct modern 
banana markets in districts with high 
production, ensuring that farmers have 
adequate facilities to sell their produce.

Silinde highlighted the positive trend in 
national food production, stating that the 
country has achieved a food production level 
of 128 percent, indicating a substantial annual 
increase.

In the 2023/24 season, the total production 
reached 22.8 million tonnes, surpassing the 
demand of 17.7 million tonnes, resulting in a 
surplus of over 5.05 million tonnes.

By Getrude Mbago

BUSINESSES have been encouraged 
to embrace artificial intelligence (AI) to 
address various commercial challenges, 
particularly in data analysis and 
processing.

Dr Jabiri Bakari, Tanzania 
Communications Regulatory Authority 
(TCRA) Director General made the 
call in Dar es Salaam yesterday on 
the sidelines of the CEO Roundtable 
of Tanzania (CEOrt) workshop on 
harnessing data to drive transformative 
growth.

He said embracing AI and machine 
learning is seen as essential for 
businesses looking to stay competitive 
and responsive to today’s rapidly 
evolving market as they help enhance 
customer service and streamline 
operations.

He said that the meeting highlighted 
a significant gap in the widespread 
adoption of data analytics within the 
private sector, something which calls 
for innovative measures to utilise digital 
technologies to hasten operations and 
growth.

“Due to the increase of digital 
systems, production and use of data 
has also increased, making it important 
for companies to adopt technologies to 
enable them to translate and process 
data easily, accurately and fast for better 
outcomes,” he said.

He noted that enhancing productivity, 
lowering risks and guaranteeing smooth 
deployments are all made possible by 
incorporating modern technologies, 
including AI into the procedures in order 
to sustain competitiveness in today’s 
rapidly evolving digital landscape.

He further said that due to the major 
transformation in the communication 
sector, many people utilise the service 
positively to serve customers and 
improve services.

He said by adopting internet and 
mobile technologies, many businesses 
have realised improved productivity 
and new business opportunities with 
many serving their customers online 
while getting new orders of their 
services digitally.

Santina Majengo, Executive Director 

of the CEO Roundtable of Tanzania 
(CEOrt) said in today’s rapidly evolving 
digital landscape, data analytics has 
emerged as a critical tool for driving 
business transformation and growth.

“This workshop aims to provide a 
platform for business leaders, data 
scientists and government stakeholders 
to explore the untapped potential 
of data analytics and its capacity to 
enhance business operations,” she said.

She noted that as Tanzania progresses 
towards becoming a digital economy, 
the recent draft of the amended 
National ICT Policy has underscored 
the importance of emerging digital 
technologies such as AI, machine 
learning and big data analytics.

“These technologies are pivotal in 
addressing the country’s economic, 
social and developmental challenges,” 
she said.

Majengo said a recent CEOrt survey 
revealed that while 26.9 percent of 
businesses have a well-established data 
analytics strategy, 13.5 percent still rely 
on perception rather than data-driven 
decision-making.

The findings underscore the pressing 
need to bridge the gap in data analytics 
awareness and application across 
Tanzanian business landscape.

“The forum focuses on several key 
areas, including understanding the 
challenges businesses face in integrating 
data analytics into their strategic growth 
plans, exploring opportunities for data-
driven decision-making across key 
functions such as finance, marketing, 
operations and product development 
as well as facilitating collaboration 
between business leaders, industry 
experts, and government stakeholders,” 
Majengo said.

Harish Bhatt, managing director for 
SatCom Networks Africa Limited, said 
data is very important as it helps to 
know what is going on in the company, 
opportunities and gaps that need to be 
addressed.

He said the workshop came at the 
right time as it will help participants 
gain a deeper understanding of data 
analytics and actionable strategies 
for integrating the tools into their 
businesses.

More than 300 wildlife conservation stakeholders from various African and other countries follow remarks by Natural Resources and Tourism 
minister Dr Pindi at the Fourth Africa Congress for Conservation Biology (Oct 19 – 21) held at the College of African Wildlife Management at 
Mweka in Kilimanjaro Region under the theme: “Celebrating Africa’s Unsung Conservation Heroes”. Photo: Correspondent James Lanka

Businesses advised to employ 
AI to simplify data processing

RC blames lack of stable market for low banana prices in Kagera
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Motorists stuck in a jam on a road in Dar es Salaam’s Chamazi suburb yesterday, the haphazard picking up and dropping off of passengers by some 
commuter bus drivers given as the major reason. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

DOMESTIC donkey hide and 
meat trade has continued to thrive 
in Iringa-Mvumi, Mlowa, Manzase, 
Fufu and Ilolo wards in Chamwino 
and Mpwapwa districts, Dodoma 
Region  despite the government 
ban, a study has found.

The study was to evaluate status 
of donkey trade in Tanzania after 
declaration of the ban by the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 
on 1st  October, 2021 assessed 
its impact on stakeholders and 
looked at activities related to 
donkey trade that have emerged.

The survey conducted by Dr 
Mohamed Bahari, freelance 
consultant on animal welfare, 
identification and traceability, 
however reveals that donkey hides 
and meat export trade has stopped 
after closure of the two slaughter 
facilities: Huacheng International 
Ltd (Dodoma) and Fang Hua 
Investment Co. Ltd (Shinyanga).

Speaking during a stakeholders 
meeting in Dodoma yesterday 
organized by Inades Formation 
Tanzania, an organization 
implementing donkey welfare 
project in the country through 
funding from Brooke East Africa, 
Dr Bahari observed that the ban 
has been an important move to 
halt donkey theft and for farmers 
the impact is positive since their 
donkeys are safer now than before 
the ban.

However, he argued that for 
traders and employees in the 
donkey subsector the impact has 
been negative due to the fact that 
they have lost jobs and steady 
income.

“For donkey hides trade ban, it 
has been concluded that the ban 
was on slaughter of donkeys for 
export of meat and hides and it 
did not cover the local trade.” he 
said.

Local donkey traders therefore 
use the loophole to continue with 
the local donkey trade which in 

turn promotes the illegal export 
of donkey meat and donkey hides.

It has been revealed that donkey 
hides collected from slaughtered 
donkeys for meat at Iringa-Mvumi 
in Chamwino District and other 
wards such as, Mlowa, Manzase, 
Fufu and Ilolo in Mpwapwa District 
are bought by unregistered buyers 
and transported to Shinyanga. In 
Shinyanga buyers of donkey hides 
were not verified to exist.

A follow up on this movement 
suggested that donkey hide buyers 
use motorbikes to collect hides 
available and sell to their main 
agent who sells them to Kenya, 
where illegal demand exists. 

“Further follow up need to be 
made to confirm this concern,” he 
said.

At Iringa-Mvumi, slaughter of 
donkeys for meat is done daily at 
an average of one donkey per day 
and up to ten donkeys during the 
market day. Meat is consumed 
by local people to whom it is a 
delicacy said to have a medicinal 
effects.

Donkey meat is preferred over 
beef due its low price. Other 
villages and wards in the area 
that slaughter donkeys for meat 
include Kingiti and Gulwe villages 
in Mpwapwa and Nguji, Makitaya 
and Makole in Kongwa. Wards 
include Mlowa, Manzase Fufu and 
Ilolo.

“Although donkey meat 
consumers are few and slaughters 
are limited to certain wards, the 
practice may continue to attract 
donkey hide traders”, Dr Bahari 
said.

Speaking at the same forum, 
Dr Annette Kitambi, Assistant 
Director for Zoo Sanitary and 
Animal Welfare in the Ministry 
of Livestock and Fisheries, stated 
that the ban was on commercial 
skin and meat of donkey.

She also observed that the 
government has listed dogs and 
donkeys as non-edible animals in 
the country.

Study finds domestic donkey meat 
trade boom amid ban, export ends

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR Minister for Tourism 
and Heritage Mudrik Ramadhan 
Soraga has said that the upcoming 
Tourism and Investment Expo 
set for later this week will further 
enhance the isles’ status as a 
premier destination for tourism 
festivals.

Scheduled for October 25 and 
26, the exhibition’s main objectives 
are to promote Zanzibar as a key 
tourism destination, connect 
industry stakeholders and 
highlight available investment 
opportunities.

Speaking during the Zanzibar 
Traditional Cuisine Show yesterday 
here, Soraga expressed confidence 
that the upcoming tourism festival 
would draw participants from 
various countries, including 

Germany, France, the United 
Kingdom and several neighbouring 
nations.

“This underscores how 
Zanzibar’s reputation is growing 
as more people see the value 
in coming here to explore 
opportunities and promote their 
businesses,” he said.

He emphasized that the ministry 
is dedicated to promoting a range 
of festivals, recognising them as 
vital economic opportunities.

The focus on culinary tourism 
was highlighted as particularly 
important, given that traditional 
Zanzibar cuisine offers a unique 

attraction.
He noted the need to reconnect 

with local food traditions as eating 
habits have shifted due to the 
influence of Western cuisines.

“It’s essential to return to our 
roots with traditional foods that 
are not only delicious but also 
healthy,” he said.

Zanzibar Tourism Commissioner 
Wilfred Shirima underscored the 
festival’s importance in promoting 
the region and attracting tourists 
from around the globe.

He pointed out the diverse 
investment opportunities available 
in Zanzibar, including beach 

tourism, ecotourism, historical 
tourism and cultural tourism.

Dr Mwatima Abdallah Juma, 
Director of Msonge Farm which 
focuses on organic fruit and 
vegetable production, highlighted 
the growing interest in organic 
farming within the tourism market.

“Tourists are eager to learn 
about traditional foods and their 
preparation,” she said.

Dr Juma also mentioned that they 
offer practical classes for tourists 
visiting organic farms, encouraging 
local farmers to take advantage of 
opportunities in the tourism sector 
through organic practices.

Tourism Expo billed to portray 
Zanzibar as premier destination

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) mission is to protect the lands and waters upon which all life depends. 

The Malagarasi Basin is one of Tanzania’s critical watersheds, supporting diverse ecosystems and 
communities reliant on agriculture for their livelihoods. The Malagarasi River System is both an 
important Ramsar site (Malagarasi-Muyovozi Wetlands) and a Key Biodiversity Area in the Eastern 
Afromontane hotspot. The site is extremely important for large mammals, migratory and resident water 
birds, fish, and plants. Apart from agriculture, it also provides a range of services to local communities – 
water, fish, meat, honey, grazing lands, etc. However, as in many such areas, the natural integrity of the 
Malagarasi River basin is increasingly threatened by unsustainable anthropogenic activities such as 
unsustainable agriculture encroaching wetland areas, overfishing, deforestation, and settlement 
expansion. The unsustainable farming practices causes severe soil erosion which leads to land 
degradation and sedimentation of rivers and Lake Tanganyika.

Given the importance of the Malagarasi watershed, which constitutes 30% of the Lake Tanganyika's total 
watershed area, addressing the most pervasive threats to the watershed is needed to secure its 
integrity for the long-term.

As the impacts of climate change intensify, there is an increasing need to adopt sustainable agricultural 
practices that can enhance resilience, restore degraded lands, and improve livelihoods. Regenerative 
agriculture, which focuses on restoring soil health, increasing biodiversity, and enhancing water 
retention, presents a viable approach to achieving these objectives.

The Nature Conservancy has been successfully working in the Greater Mahale Ecosystem (GME) for 12 
years through its Tuungane Program. The Mahale Mountains National Park is part of the GME which 
borders Lake Tanganyika in its South. Tuungane Program would like to scale up its successes into the 
Malagalarasi-Moyowosi-Ugalla complex, a much larger ecosystem than GME that extends for more than 
3.5 million hectares East of Uvinza. GME and the Malagarasi-Muyovozi-Ugalla complex share important 
ecosystem similarities that make lessons learned in one potentially transferrable to the other. Tuungane 
program envisages to bring to this new geography its experiences in addressing common conservation 
challenges existing in both systems.

TNC is seeking a consultant to gather comprehensive information which will facilitate the development 
of strategies and programs to promote sustainable agricultural practices in the region.

This consultancy aims to gather comprehensive information and provide actionable insights on the 
potential for scaling regenerative agriculture practices within the Malagarasi Basin. The findings will 
support the development of strategies and programs to promote sustainable agricultural practices in 
the region.

Interested consultants with relevant technical skills and experience are encouraged to reach out to TNC 
to get the full request for proposal at e-mail: africa.tenders@tnc.org

The deadline to submit proposals is set on 21st October 2024 at 10:00 am EAT.

By Guardian Reporter

THE minister of State in the 
President’s Office (Planning and 
Investment), Prof Kitila Mkumbo, 
has praised significant investment 
made by DP World at the Port of Dar 
es Salaam. 

Prof. Mkumbo made the remarks 
yesterday during his working visit to 
the Port of Dar es Salaam.

He emphasized the government’s 
commitment to ongoing 
improvements across various 
sectors, including revenue collection 
as part of the National Vision 2050 
which outlines strategic goals for the 
next 25 years. 

Prof. Mkumbo said that the 
investment at the Port of Dar es 
Salaam is substantial and offers 
multiple benefits to the nation, 
especially in terms of revenue 
collection and efficiency.

“As minister responsible for 
investment and planning, I decided 
to visit the port to observe its 
operational performance following 
significant investments that have 
been made,” he said.

“I am genuinely pleased with 
the infrastructure and operational 

improvements. These are 
the tangible outcomes of this 
investment. I commend the Tanzania 
Ports Authority management and 
leadership for their oversight.”

He noted that through the National 
Vision 2050, the government aims 
to ensure that the investment 
continues to yield benefits over 
the next 25 years through various 
strategic plans and initiatives. The 
minister also highlighted how the 
improvements at the port stimulate 
growth in key sectors such as 
manufacturing and agriculture 
which contribute to job creation and 
economic growth.

“I extend my sincere gratitude 
to President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
for facilitating this significant and 
historic investment in our country. 
We are now beginning to see its 
benefits,” he said. 

He further outlined how the 
investment could enhance the 
economy in both short and long 
term to ensure mutual benefits 
for both the government and the 
investor.

DP World has been entrusted 
with the development of berths 
four to seven to increase revenue 
and reduce ship docking and cargo 
unloading time.

Minister impressed by investment at Dar port

DP World chief financial officer Mathew Cliff (L) pictured in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday briefing Prof Kitila Mkumbo (R), Minister of State in the 
President’s Office (Planning and Investment), on recent investments at 
the Dar es Salaam Port.  They are with Tanzania Ports Authority director 
general Plasduce Mbossa (2nd-L) and Dar es Salaam Port acting director 
Abed Gallus Abed. Photo by Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole
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By Guardian Correspondent, Butiama

DEPUTY Minister for Constitutional and Legal 
Affairs, Jumanne Sagini, has commended the 
Registration Insolvency and Trusteeship Agency 
(RITA) for its efforts in providing training on the 
importance of writing wills and registering births and 
deaths.

The training, aimed at District Administrative 
Secretaries and Social Welfare Officers in the Lake 
Zone regions, is designed to empower officials to 
educate their communities on the vital practices.

Speaking at the opening of a training session 
yesterday at Kyabakari Village, Butiama District in 
Mara Region, Sagini commended RITA for addressing 
crucial social issues. Participants from Mara, Simiyu, 
Geita, Shinyanga and Mwanza regions gathered for 
the training which aimed to reduce conflicts within 
families and communities.

Sagini highlighted the ongoing challenges related to 
inheritance in Tanzanian society, where widows and 
rightful heirs often lose their rights after a parent’s 
death, particularly when the father passes away.

 “It is essential to educate and encourage citizens to 
write will while they are still alive,” he said.

The deputy minister emphasized that writing will 
helps eliminate disputes while registering key events 
such as births, deaths, marriages (including customary 
marriages) and divorce is vital for accessing essential 
social services, including healthcare, employment, 
national identification cards and voter registration.

“The data obtained from registration assists the 
government in planning development and social 
services,” he said. He further praised RITA for 
organizing the training which he believes will enhance 
efficiency of services provided to citizens.

Sagini also acknowledged RITA for implementing 
various strategies to accelerate the registration 
process, including the digital system, eRITA.

The system allows citizens to submit applications 
and receive services online, eliminating the need for 
in-person visits to RITA offices.

“The use of technology in service delivery aligns 
with the government’s vision of ensuring citizens 
receive services without hassle,” he said.

RITA Chief Executive Officer Frank Kanyusi 
explained that the agency has been conducting 
training sessions and meetings with stakeholders to 
build capacity, share experiences, identify challenges 
and enhance efficiency in serving citizens.

Kanyusi emphasized the importance of registering 
customary marriages, noting that RITA is developing 
strategies to improve registration of marriages for 
accurate data collection.

 He also reported on the progress of RITA’s initiative 
to register children under five years old which has 
enabled approximately 10.3 million children to 
receive free birth certificates.

 The number of registration centers has grown from 
135 in 2013 to 11,257 in 2023, involving 184 councils, 
3,957 ward officials and 7,116 service centers for 
families.

Minister applauds RITA for 
will writing awareness drive

By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

NATURAL Resources and Tourism minister Dr 
Pindi Chana has emphasized the importance of 
environment protection and conservation of natural 
resources for the benefit of both current and future 
generations.

Dr Chana made the statement on Monday during the 
opening of the 4th Africa Congress for Conservation 
Biology (ACCB) held in Moshi from Saturday to 
Monday and hosted by the College of African Wildlife 
Management, Mweka (CAWM-Mweka).

“We need sustainable conservation for the benefit of 
present and future generations because conservation 
not only creates employment but also increases 
income for individuals and the nation as a whole 
through revenue generation and foreign currency 
inflow. Therefore, the main agenda of this conference 
is conservation,” she said.

She noted that one of the key topics for discussion at 
the conference was the role of ‘conservation soldiers’ 
and local communities in advancing conservation 
efforts in Africa, protecting biodiversity amidst 
climate change and enhancing capacity and training 
for conservation initiatives.

The minister also took the opportunity to urge 
the public to prioritize conservation issues and 
highlighted that the conference was being held at the 
college to acknowledge its contributions as a center 
of excellence for wildlife studies in east and southern 
Africa.

 She commended CAWM-Mweka for its partnership 
with the government in conserving natural resources 
for the benefit of both current and future generations.

Chairperson of CAWM-Mweka Governing Body Prof 
Yunus Mgaya explained that the college has trained 
over 11,000 graduates from 28 African countries and 
26 from beyond the continent since its establishment 
in 1963.

He further elaborated that the conference served 
as a platform to discuss and share experiences, 
knowledge, successes and challenges within the 
conservation sector.

“This landmark event—the largest gathering of 
African conservationists—brings together over 300 
delegates, including academics, policymakers, local 
community leaders, practitioners, protected area 
staff, artists, students and journalists,” he said.

ACCB 2024 provided an opportunity for 
stakeholders to unite and share cutting-edge 
research, practical lessons and innovative tools that 
shape successful conservation practices across the 
continent.

Dr Chana emphasizes conservation of 
natural resources for life sustainability
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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

DAR ES SALAAM CITY COUNCIL

MSIMBAZI BASIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (MBDP)

IDA CREDIT NO. 7215-TZ

TENDER NO. TR201/CCP/P155759/2023/2024/C/01
FOR                                                           

THE PROVISION OF CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
FOR TERRACES IN FLOOD DETENTION AREA AND RIVERBANK PROTECTION 

WORKS UNDER THE MSIMBAZI BASIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
(CONSULTING SERVICES – FIRMS SELECTION)

1. This request for expressions of interest follows 
the General Procurement Notice for the 
Msimbazi Basin Development Project (MBDP) 
that appeared in the United Nations 
Development Business (UNDB) online Notice 
No. OP00221060 of March 29, 2023.

2. The Government of the United Republic of 
Tanzania has received a credit from the 
International Development Association (IDA) 
towards the cost of Msimbazi Basin 
Development Project (MBDP), coordinated by 
the President’s Office, Regional Administration 
and Local Government (PO-RALG) through a 
Project Coordination Team (PCT) under the 
Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads Agency 
(TARURA). It is intended that part of the 
proceeds of the credit will be used to cover 
eligible payments under the contract for the 
Provision of Construction Supervision 
Consultancy Services for Terraces in Flood 
Detention Area and Riverbank Protection 
Works under the Msimbazi Basin Development 
Project.  

3. The overall objective of the assignment is to 
supervise and manage Construction Works for 
Terraces in Flood Detention Area and 
Riverbank Protection in the lower Msimbazi 
River Basin.

4. The specific objectives of the assignment 
include; (i) Carrying out design review and 
prepare design review report and revised set of 
contract documents for construction; (ii) 
Carrying out any required redesign and design 
of any new additional scope in relation to this 
assignment; (iii) Acting as Project Manager for 
the supervision of construction contract for 
earthworks and riverbank protections; (iv) 
Supervising ESMP implementation and 
ensuring compliance with Occupational Health 
and Safety (OHS) measures; (v) Preparing 
substantial completion certificates and 
review/validate as-built drawings; (vi) 
Monitoring Defects Liability Period (DLP); (vii) 
Overseeing contract completion and handover; 
(viii); Knowledge transfer to strengthen 
engineering and technical capacity of the Dar 
es Salaam City Council (DCC) Project 
Implementation Team (PIT), and PORALG 
Project Coordination Team (PCT); (ix) 
Reviewing and developing O&M manuals to 
reflect the updated features during the 
implementation; and (x) Any other tasks 
assigned by the Client in relation to this 
assignment.  

5. The consultant will be responsible for, but not 
be limited to the following tasks: (a) Contract 
documents review and redesign; (b) General 
supervision of works; (c) Environmental and 
social implementation and monitoring; (d) 
Quality management system; (c) Occupational 
Health and Safety supervision and (f) Transfer 
of knowledge (training) program.

6. The detailed Terms of Reference (TOR) can be 
found at the following website: 
https://www.dcc.go.tz. All requests for 
clarification should be sent through the 
following e-mail addresses: info@dcc.go.tz 
and cities.project@yahoo.com, and the Client 
will send responses to clarifications through 
the same e-mail addresses.

7. The City Director, Dar City Council (DCC), now 
invites eligible consulting firms to indicate 
their interest in providing the above services. 
Interested consultants must provide 

information indicating that they are qualified to 
perform the services. The interested 
consultant should provide information 
demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to 
perform the services. The short-listing criteria 
are: (a) Type of core business and at least 10 
years in relevant business; (b) Relevant similar 
experience, which should specifically include 
the following: (i) Experience in similar 
assignments - information to be provided 
should include the name of the assignments, 
the names and full contact addresses of the 
clients, the contract value (in equivalent US 
dollars), the period (month/year) of execution 
of the assignments, and the role played in the 
assignments (Lead or JV partner); (ii) 
Demonstration of experience working in 
similar conditions; and (c) The firm's technical 
and managerial capability (The firm's technical 
and managerial capability (provide only the 
organizational structure, and the general 
qualifications, field of expertise and number of 
key personnel). Do not provide the CVs of the 
staff. Experts will not be evaluated at the 
shortlisting stage.

 Consultants may associate with other firms to 
enhance their qualifications, but they should 
indicate clearly whether the association is in 
the form of a Joint Venture (JV) and/or a 
Sub-Consultant. In the case of a joint venture, 
all the partners in the joint venture shall be 
jointly and severally liable for the entire 
contract, if selected. Therefore, each member 
of the JV shall independently meet the 
requirements of the evaluation criteria. The 
experience, technical & managerial capability 
of the sub-consultant shall not be evaluated to 
enhance the qualification of the Lead Firm or 
JV. Consultants shall not use the Affiliate 
Member's Managerial, Technical or Experience 
Capabilities to enhance their qualifications.

8. The attention of interested Consultants is 
drawn to Section III, paragraphs, 3.14, 3.16, and 
3.17 of the World Bank’s “Procurement 
Regulations for IPF Borrowers”, Fifth Edition, 
September 2023 (“Procurement Regulations”), 
setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict 
of interest. 

9. A consulting firm will be selected in 
accordance with the Quality and Cost Based 
Selection (QCBS) method set out in the 
Procurement Regulations.

 
10. Expression of Interest marked: “EXPRESSION 

OF INTEREST FOR THE PROVISION OF 
CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES FOR TERRACES IN FLOOD 
DETENTION AREA AND RIVERBANK 
PROTECTION WORKS UNDER THE MSIMBAZI 
BASIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT” should be 
delivered in a written form to the Secretary, 
City Tender Board, Dar es Salaam City Council, 
Office of the Procurement Management Unit 
(PMU), 1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 11882 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (in person, or by mail, 
or by e-mail) on or before Monday November 
4, 2024 at 10:00 hours local time.

CITY DIRECTOR, 
DAR ES SALAAM CITY COUNCIL, 

1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 
11882 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Telephone: +255 738 378 386

Fax: +255 2128800
E-Mail Address: info@dcc.go.tz and 

cities.project@yahoo.com

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

DAR ES SALAAM CITY COUNCIL

MSIMBAZI BASIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

IDA CREDIT NO. 7215-TZ

TENDER NO. 88Z1/DCC/P0001/2023/2024/W/01 
FOR                                                           

CONSTRUCTION WORKS FOR TERRACES IN FLOOD DETENTION AREA 
AND RIVERBANK PROTECTION UNDER THE MSIMBAZI BASIN 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(One Stage - Two Envelope Bidding Process)

1. This Request for Bids follows the General Procurement Notice for 
the Msimbazi Basin Development Project (MBDP) that appeared in 
the UN Development Business Online Notice No. OP00221060 of 
29th March 2023.

2. The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania has received 
a credit from the International Development Association (IDA) 
towards the cost of Msimbazi Basin Development Project (MBDP), 
coordinated by the President’s Office, Regional Administration 
and Local Government (PO-RALG) through a Project Coordination 
Team (PCT) under the Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads Agency 
(TARURA). Dar es Salaam City Council (DCC) will be the 
implementing agency under the PO-RALG.  It is intended that part 
of the proceeds of the credit will be used to cover eligible 
payments under the contract for Construction Works for Terraces 
in Flood Detention Area and Riverbank Protection under the 
Msimbazi Basin Development Project.

3. Dar es Salaam City Council (DCC) hereinafter referred to as the 
“Employer;” now invites sealed Bids from the eligible and qualified 
bidders for Construction Works for Terraces in Flood Detention 
Area and Riverbank Protection under the Msimbazi Basin 
Development Project to be completed within 24 months. 

4. The earthworks at the lower Msimbazi Basin aim at recontouring 
the basin to increase its hydraulic capacity by deepening and 
widening the river channel and excavating flood plains. The 
excavated materials will be used for terraces that will be safer 
sites for various land uses, including city parks and urban 
redevelopment. The Works consist of demolition and removal of 
buildings and utilities in flood prone area, clearance of existing 
vegetation, excavation and dredging of the river channels, 
protection of river, placing caping layer, planting various types of 
grass mix, construction of sediment depots, etc. The estimated 
quantities for major works items are provided as follows:

5. Bidders should note that to qualify for award of the contract they 
are required to meet certain minimum qualifying criteria as 
provided in Section III: Evaluation and Qualification Criteria 
(without Prequalification Criteria) of the Bidding Document which 
includes: - 

(i) Experience as prime contractor: they should have successfully 
completed at least two (2) contracts of similar nature and 
complexity within the last ten (10) years, each of minimum value 
USD 40 million or one contract with minimum value of USD 80 
million. 

(ii) Average Annual Turnover of USD 80 million calculated as total 
certified payments received for contracts in progress or 
completed, within the last five (5) years, divided by 5 years. 

(iii)  Minimum amount of liquid assets and/or credit facilities net of 
other contractual commitments of USD 10 million; and  

(iv) Further details and complete qualification requirements are 
provided in the Bidding Documents. 

6. Bidders should also note that the works must be completed within 
twenty-four (24) months inclusive of a two (2) months mobilization 
period. 

7. Bidding will be conducted through International Competitive 
Procurement using Request for Bids (RFB) as specified in the 
World Bank's the Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers, 
Procurement in Investment Project Financing, Goods, Works, 
Non-Consulting and Consulting Services July 2016, revised 
November 2017 and August 2018, Fifth Edition, September 2023 
("Procurement Regulations"), and is open to all eligible Applicants 
as defined in the Procurement Regulations.

8. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information and 
inspect the bidding documents at the office of The Secretary, City 
Tender Board, Dar es Salaam City Council, Office of the 
Procurement Management Unit (PMU), 1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 
20950, 11882 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, between 08:00 hrs and 

15:30 hrs, from Monday to Friday inclusive, except on public 
holidays.

9. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be 
purchased by interested bidders from the office of the Secretary, 
Ministerial Tender Board, President’s Office, Regional 
Administration and Local Government, Office of the Procurement 
Management Unit (PMU), 1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 11882 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (E-Mail: pmu@dcc.go.tz; copied to 
cities.project@yahoo.com) on the submission of a written 
application to the above address and upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of  TZS 500,000.00 (Tanzanian Shillings Five 
Hundred Thousand Only) or US$ 200 (United Stated Dollars Two 
Hundred Only) (excluding cost for FIDIC Conditions of Contract 
document, which should be purchased separately). The method of 
payment will be through the Control Number provided by DCC. 
Please request a control number through mail address: 
pmu@dcc.go.tz copied to cities.project@yahoo.com after 
getting the control number, follow procedures outlines in this link 
https://epay.gepg.go.tz/ to make payment and follow up your 
receipt via emails provided or direct deposit or telegraphic 
transfer to the DCC bank account. Details of the Bank Account will 
be made available to bidders upon request to the Secretary of the 
DCC Tender Board. 

10. Please note that the bidding documents will be provided in hard 
copies. However, only for the convenience of the bidders, in filling 
the various Forms and the Bills of Quantities, a soft copy in flash 
disk will also be given along with the hard copy. The bidders should 
further note that in case of any difference in the hard and the soft 
copy, the hard copy will prevail.

11. Bids must be delivered in hard copies to the address below at or 
before 10:00 am on Wednesday, December 11, 2024. Electronic 
Bidding will not be permitted. Late Bids will be rejected and partial 
bids, electronic bids, bids sent by facsimile, bids not received, not 
opened and not read out in public at the bid opening ceremony 
shall not be considered for evaluation irrespective of the 
circumstances. The bids must be submitted in One (1) Original and 
Four (4) Copies and the outer envelope of the bids must be clearly 
marked "Construction Works for Terraces in Flood Detention Area 
and Riverbank Protection under the Msimbazi Basin Development 
Project, Tender No. 88Z1/DCC/P0001/2023/2024/W/01. 

12. The outer Bid envelopes marked “ORIGINAL BID” and inner 
envelopes marked “TECHNICAL PART” will be publicly opened in 
the presence of Bidders’ designated representatives and anyone 
who choose to attend at the Dar es Salaam City Conference Hall, 1 
Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 11882 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
immediately after the submission deadline. All envelopes marked 
“FINANCIAL PART” shall remain unopened and will be held in the 
safe custody of the Employer until the second public Bid opening.

13. The FINANCIAL PART of Bids will be publicly opened after the 
completion of the evaluation of the TECHNICAL PART of the Bids 
pursuant to ITB 34, in the presence of Bidders’ designated 
representatives and anyone who choose to attend at the Dar es 
Salaam City Conference Hall, 1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 
11882 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on the date and time to be notified 
by the Employer. 

14. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security in original and in 
an acceptable form in the amount of TZS 4,000,000,000 
(Tanzanian Shillings Four Billion Only) or US$ 1,600,000 (United 
States Dollars One Million Six Hundred Thousand Only). The Bid 
Security shall be clearly addressed to the City Director, Dar es 
Salaam City Council, 1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 11882 Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania. The Bid Security shall be valid for 
twenty-eight (28) days beyond the bid validity period, i.e., 148 days 
after the Bid submission deadline.

15. The pre-bid meeting, including site visits, shall take place at the 
office of the City Director, Dar es Salaam City Council, on Monday, 
October 28, 2024, at 9:00 am local time. Additionally, a 
clarification joint meeting involving all prospective bidders, 
PO-RALG, DCC, and TARURA – DSM has been organized to take 
place on the same day at the Office of the Project Coordinator, 
PO-RALG/TARURA (WBCU), Msimbazi Basin Development Project 
(MBDP), 4th Floor, LAPF/PSSSF Millennium Tower I, Kijitonyama, 
P.O. Box 34314, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on Monday, October 28, 
2024, at 2:30 pm local time. 

16. Attention is drawn to the Procurement Regulations requiring the 
Borrower to disclose information on the successful bidder’s 
beneficial ownership, as part of the Contract, using the Beneficial 
Ownership Disclosure Form as included in the bidding documents.

City Director, 
Dar es Salaam City Council, 

1 Morogoro Road, P.O. Box 20950, 
11882 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Telephone: +255 738 378 386

Fax: +255 2128800
E-Mail Address: info@dcc.go.tz

S/N Works Description Unit Quantity 

1. Demolition and removal of buildings and utilities in 
flood prone area as well as terracing area m2 450,000 

2. Clearance and grubbing and removal of existing 
vegetation and solid waste dumps in the project area ha 270 

3. Demarcation of the project area by concrete 
beacons/posts No. Approx. 900 

4. 
Excavation and dredging of the river channels and 
flood plans and its removal to the locations of park 
and urban terraces 

m3 Approx. 
2,330,000 

5. 
Protection of river and flood plain banks by either 
hidden armour protection, gabion structures or 
vegetated slopes for both slopes and embarkments 

m 35,100 

6. Filling, grading, and compaction of excavated 
materials on park and urban terraces m3 Approx. 

1,560,000 

7. Importing materials for caping layer, spreading and 
profiling to the design terrace level m3 Approx. 

660,000 

8. 

Protection of park and urban terraces’ banks and 
edges by either hidden armour protection, gabion 
structures or vegetated slopes for both slopes and 
embarkments 

m 8,100 

9. Supply and planting various types of grass mix m2 Approx. 
260,000 

10. Construction of sediment storage depots No. 2 



8  Wednesday 23 October 2024

EDITORIALS.OPINION

WEDNESDAY 23 OCTOBER 2024

Advertising
Mobile:  0677020701
E-mails: advertise@guardian.co.tz
Website: www.ippmedia.com
                epaper.ippmedia.com

Newsdesk 
News Editor:  LUSEKELO PHILEMON 
                         0757154767
General line:  0745700710
E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts
Managing Editor: WALLACE MAUGGO
Circulation Manager: DENNIS NTAITA
feedback@guardian.co.tz

Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Beryn Orera

T
HE use of media labels 
such as “Wuhan virus”, 
“China virus” and 
“Chinese virus” to refer to 

Sars-CoV-2 in the course of Covid-19 
fuelled the stigmatisation of people 
of Asian descent around the world.  
Sars-CoV-2 is the virus that causes 
the pandemic.

The stigmatisation of stood – 
and stands – as an example of 
unconscious, or implicit, bias – the 
unconscious act of discriminating 
and stereotyping based on gender, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity, ability, 
age and other identity traits.

Media professionals, influenced 
by their own or societal prejudices, 
can perpetuate these biases 
through their choice of words, 
images, interview subjects, stories 
and sequencing of events in news 
coverage, ultimately shaping public 
perception.

To address our unconscious 
biases as journalists, we need to 
understand them first. Here’s what 
journalists need to know, and how 
they can address their own biases, 
one being Confirmation bias.

Confirmation bias refers to our 
tendency to seek and interpret 
information in a way that validates 
or confirms our pre-existing beliefs.

One example: Sometime in 2011, 
WBBM-TV, a television station in 
Chicago, interviewed a four-year-old 
Black boy after a drive-by shooting. 
“When asked if he would stay away 
from guns, he replied that he would 
get one in the future because he 
aspired to become a police officer.

The part about the boy’s 
aspirations was not aired, 
reinforcing the stereotype that 
African-American males are violent. 
WBBM-TV later apologised,” said 
Howard Ross, author of Reinventing 
Diversity, Everyday Bias and Our 
Search for Belonging.

In the newscast, stereotypes 
about Black males served as the 
basis for judging the boy who said 
that he wanted a gun. By omitting 
his aspiration to become a police 
officer, the station reinforced 
existing biases.

Algorithms also contribute to 
confirmation bias. Journalists 
using platforms like Google, which 
relies on algorithms to provide 
personalised results based on 
factors such as past searches and 
location, can receive different 
results for the same query.

The tendency to connect with 
people like us and follow accounts 
that align with our interests on 
social media can further reinforce 
our biases.

Closely related to confirmation 

bias is anchoring bias – our tendency 
to rely too heavily on the first piece 
of information we receive.

Bandwagon effect

Bandwagoning occurs when 
journalists cover a story because 
others are doing so, rather than 
based on its newsworthiness or 
factual accuracy.

A prominent example is the 
Pizzagate conspiracy theory. 
In November 2016, WikiLeaks 
published the emails of Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign chair, John 
Podesta. 

Right-wing journalists and other 
internet users propagated a false 
narrative on social media claiming 
that the emails contained coded 
messages that linked several 
Democratic Party officials and US 
restaurants, including Comet Ping 
Pong pizzeria in Washington, DC, 
to a human trafficking and child sex 
ring.

Influenced by these claims, a man 
visited Comet Ping Pong and fired 
shots as he tried to “self-investigate”. 
No evidence of the alleged crimes 
was ever found and, fortunately, no 
one was harmed.

Internalised oppression

Internalised oppression occurs 
when people internalise prejudices 
about their identity. They may 
self-sabotage as a result, such 
as by subconsciously excluding 
themselves or others in their 
identity group from opportunities.

“For example, wheelchair 
users might talk themselves out 
of applying for promotion to a 
television host position, despite 
their qualifications,” said Dr Hamira 
Riaz, a chartered clinical and 
coaching psychologist based in the 
UK.

“They might also downplay their 
need for accommodations, such as 
accessible studio setups, fearing 
that it could be seen as a weakness,” 
added Dr Riaz.

Other types of bias include but 
are not limited to: affinity bias, or 
the preference for people similar to 
ourselves; ageism, or stereotyping 
based on age; and negativity bias, or 
the tendency to pay more attention 
to negative news.

How to identify unconscious 
bias

It pays for people to educate 
themselves on implicit biases and 
reflect on their own. Everyone 
has biases. Understanding that 
unconscious biases exist and 
assessing the ones one holds can 

help one manage them effectively 
while working on an assignment.

Take the implicit association 
test (IAT), for instance. Harvard 
University’s IAT is an online tool 
that measures the strength of 
associations a person might have 
between identity traits, evaluations 
(like good or bad) or stereotypes 
(like athletic or clumsy). Combining 
the IAT with other methods below 
can help identify unconscious 
biases one may have.

It is important to pay attention to 
external influences. Subtle cues, or 
behavioural nudges, can influence 
a journalist to be biased when 
covering a story.

“For example, if your editor has 
a particular point of view – and you 
are interviewing someone for that 
story – that might affect you as much 
as if you held that point of view. 
Similarly, knowing that your readers 
have a particular perspective might 
influence your reporting,” Ross said.

You also need to look for 
patterns in your behaviour. It can 
be challenging to immediately 
recognize your unconscious biases. 
Observing repetitive behavioural 
patterns can provide insights.

“If you have written ten articles 
and in nine of them you present a 
particular point of view, that could 
indicate a bias, said Ross, adding: 
“You can put some of your work 
in an artificial intelligence (AI) tool 
and ask it to look for patterns in 
your writing that reveal biases in 
how you approach things.”

How to tackle unconscious bias

It matters for people to 
rethink their assumptions. Our 
brains process huge amounts of 
information. To save time and 
energy during interactions, the 
brains often take shortcuts by 
perceiving people similar to us 
positively and those who are 
different negatively (affinity bias).

Furthermore, a negative 
encounter with someone from a 
particular identity group can lead 
people to develop stereotypes 
about the entire group.

“If we don’t analyse our thoughts 
and become aware of the potential 
for inaccuracies, this can lead to 
false judgments, disruptions to our 
relationships, macro-aggressions 
and overt discrimination,” said 
Danya Braunstein, a media 
psychologist at Connected 
Psychology.

Connected Psychology is a 
Sydney-based psychological service 
focused on helping individuals, 
families and organisations achieve 
their personal and professional 
goals by providing three high 

quality professional services.
These are supporting enhanced 

wellbeing, telling life-affirming 
stories as well as establishing and 
maintaining authentic relationships.

Seek diverse perspectives

Surrounding yourself with similar 
people or following accounts online 
that are only aligned with your 
interests can create echo chambers. 
To counter this, seek a diversity of 
perspectives.

“Gaining greater exposure to a 
range of different persons within 
your personal life can assist with 
dismantling generalisations and 
attitudes you may hold about a 
group of people. Additionally, 
include a variety of backgrounds, 
cultures and experiences in media 
narratives,” Braunstein noted.

You can also train algorithms to 
provide a diversity of perspectives 
in your search results or news feed 
by actively seeking content that 
promotes differing viewpoints, 
advised Ross.

Research and seek feedback

The urgency to make quick 
decisions can lead to biased 
conclusions based on limited 
information. Slowing down, when 
possible, can help counteract this.

“Wherever possible, take time in 
researching, writing and creating 
stories. Ask other people, such as 
editors, for feedback about what 
might be missing or incorrect 
before publishing or broadcasting,” 
noted Braunstein.

Consider the implications of 
your word choices as well as the 
associations and meanings that 
others may interpret. For example, 
terms like “anti-aging” are popular 
but may imply that aging is a 
negative condition.

Know that some words that 
were once benign may no longer 
be considered so, too. “Language 
changes over time – and with 
it, social norms about what 
we consider to be acceptable 
when referring to other people,” 
Braunstein said.

While biases are inevitable, 
by following steps like these, 
media professionals can work to 
understand and tackle their own 
to better deliver factual, accurate 
and reliable information that is 
meaningful and useful for their 
audiences.

• A dispatch by International 
Journalists’ Network (IJNet), 
a project of the Washington-
based International Centre for 
Journalists. 

How journalists can identify 
and tackle unconscious bias

Ownership of land for our youth 
fine idea and pivotal issue but…

A
N activist organisation 
known as Youth 
Initiative for Land in 
Africa (YILAA) outlined 

its vision and mission at a recent 
conference held in Arusha city.

It said it had set out to conduct 
extensive research on land issues 
as relates to young people across 
the continent, the event being the 
fourth international youth and land 
governance conference in Africa.

Linking the youth and land 
governance in a way relates to a 
‘paradigm’ that land ownership or 
access to land is the first or basic 
requirement in the fight against 
poverty, countering rural-urban 
migration as well.

Whether this kind of formulation 
is warranted for activists based 
in Africa, owing to their social 
experience is one thing. However, 
for their leagues of supporters from 
Europe and North America that 
conception may not have similar 
magnitude or relevance.

The United States leads the 
world in agricultural output and 
provides over 25 per cent of food 
aid donated around the world 
annually, itself reflecting its position 
as guarantor of at least 25 per cent 
of UN financing. Yet the number 
of Americans living on the land by 
practising agriculture or livestock 
rearing (as fishing is large scale) is 
abysmally low.

A current online entry says that 
farm and ranch families are less 
than 2 per cent of the US population, 
while total US corn yield has risen 
by more than 360 per cent since 
1950.

Just over one-tenth disposable 
income Americans spend on food 

each year is split fairly evenly 
between food eaten at home and 
dining out, takeout or delivery.

Put together, neither the future 
of the youth nor that of agriculture 
can be linked with the portion of 
youth with access to land. Implicitly, 
unemployment isn’t due to low land 
access but to low gross productivity.

So the activists working to ensure 
access of land for the youth under 
a well-supported local project 
might be pursuing a well-meaning 
initiative but scarcely aiming for the 
right answers to the problem.

The initiative is supported by the 
International Land Coalition, the 
Global Land Alliance, the African 
Union (AU), the German Agency for 
International Development (GIZ) 
as well as the FIG Young Surveyors 
Network, itself linked with the 
Council of European Geodetic 
Surveyors,

According to a media briefing 
on the conference, the intended 
research is primarily meant to find 
out how much the youth know 
where to secure land of their own, 
with stakeholders battling for the 
rights of youths to possess their 
own pieces of land.

A local organiser is quoted as 
having said that, after realising that 
they have no access to land, many 
youths in villages give up and move 
to towns – thus adding to rural-
urban migration.

The issue often has less to do with 
access to land than what they earn 
from it, or exasperation with casual 
farm labour, and hence the shift to 
urban areas for elusive ‘decent’ and 
relatively well-paying engagements 
after landing a soft loan or by some 
form of contract.

T
HE opening ceremony 
of a recent leadership 
and management 
training session for 

public corporation executives 
at the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere 
Leadership School at Kibaha in 
Coast Region saw the respective 
regional commissioner underline 
the need for public corporations 
to align their operations with key 
government priorities.

There is no doubt that public 
sector executives are expected to 
do just that, but it is also possible 
that there is a series of hiccups in 
trying to attain such goals.

Interpreting key government 
or development objectives is one 
thing, but situating that in what a 
corporation needs to do is different.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
once addressed the issue when 
swearing in senior public officials, 
her remarks directed specifically at 
regional commissioners.

She talked of the need to ‘think 
outside the box’, to improve on what 
one has been explicitly directed to 
do – without waiting for a follow-up 
order or asking for permission.

But in that all key decisions touch 
many people, there are ample 
chances of being misunderstood. 
Additionally, ‘thinking outside the 
box’ has its standard managerial 
science definition.

That could as well be what 
the president was pursuing, 
namely, finding ways to add to 
efficiency criteria or sorting 
out non-regulatory operational 
impediments.

There is yet another stance 
to thinking outside the box, this 
coming to diminishing some 
auxiliary reassurances that reduce 
corporate effectiveness, even if in 
so doing it has an impact on the 
environment of doing business.

It is the fact that public officials 
often see the environment as good 
enough already and therefore lay 
stress on tax compliance.

So, much like the Nyerere 
Leadership School initiators, the RC 

clearly appreciated the difficulties 
involved in policy implementation 
and project pursuits where the 
letter and spirit of what is being 
done are at times at loggerheads.

There is doubting the importance 
of having a positive business 
environment that attracts investors, 
meanwhile as a fully voluntary code 
in tax collection is unworkable, 
as tax enforcement can’t strictly 
speaking be avoided.

Just when enforcing is supposed 
to come in needs fairly strict 
guidelines, though, with the 
agencies most directly concerned 
keeping liaising, forming expert 
teams, etc., on this – of course, 
without belittling the need for 
collaboration with the larger public.

What the leadership school can 
help to clarify for now is how far 
there is unity of purpose even at 
the level of policy guidelines or 
whether the various top executives 
rely on each word spoken the next 
day by the top leadership.

This is a problem that analysts 
have over the decades pointed 
out and sought to address. In a 
word, often the more initiatives are 
intended to redirect institutions 
from their traditional ethos or 
action prerogatives the more it 
looks confusing and unlikely to be 
properly implemented.

In that case, there is an ethos 
of reform that diminishes public 
sector prerogatives, and that 
promises a future that is a tough 
climb.

The school’s principal aptly 
quipped that time had come for 
public corporation leaders to 
embrace change more and foster a 
sense of patriotism in their work.

Embracing change is in a sense 
related to making room for the 
private sector with respect to 
whatever a specific corporation 
might be doing. Not everyone will 
applaud when this demand is said 
to be an illustration of patriotism, 
but careful consideration of this 
would come in handy for our 
country and nation.

RC has a point, not everyone knows 
the government’s topmost priorities
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DUBAI

E
nergy sector leaders and officials in the 
united arab emirates emphasized that 
World energy Day serves as a call for collec-
tive action and global cooperation, while also 

providing an opportunity to celebrate the nation's 
achievements in the energy sector.

the remarks were part of a press statement re-
leased by the Dubai electricity and Water authority 
(DeWa) in recognition of World energy Day, observed 
annually on Oct 22.

this initiative was endorsed by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin rashid al Maktoum, vice-president, 
prime minister and ruler of Dubai, and officially 
adopted by 54 countries worldwide, along with repre-
sentatives from the un, the arab League and the afri-
can union, at the World energy forum 2012 in Dubai.

the World energy Day aims to provide safe and 
sustainable energy for all by identifying the need to 
develop national policies that embody the global en-
ergy perspective. It also seeks to set policies related to 
the implementation and development of mechanisms 
and frameworks for exchanging expertise on a global 
level.

It also helps raise awareness about preserving nat-
ural resources and protecting the environment by 
highlighting the sustainability of energy and water, 
reducing the carbon footprint, promoting the use of 
renewable energy and supporting the transition to-
wards a green economy.

Diversifying energy sources, increasing the share 
of clean and renewable energy, and encouraging in-
vestments in related sectors are among the uae's top 
national priorities. the country has launched several 
energy strategies, including the uae energy Strategy 
2050, which aims to triple the contribution of renew-
able energy and invest aeD150 to aeD200 billion 
($40 to $54 billion) by 2030 to meet the country's ris-
ing demand for energy as a result of a rapidly growing 
economy.

H.H. Sheikh ahmed bin Saeed al Maktoum, chair-
man of the Dubai Supreme Council of energy, said, 
"energy plays a key role in achieving sustainable de-
velopment, but it is essential to find the right balance 
between economic growth and the preservation of 
natural resources. thanks to the vision of the wise 
leadership, the uae successfully achieved this bal-
ance and now is one of the leading countries globally 
in the transition to renewable and clean energy, with 
a commitment to reaching net zero by 2050. 

World energy Day serves as a call for collective ac-
tion and cooperation between nations to support the 
efforts to expand the use of clean and renewable en-
ergy, innovate smart mechanisms and solutions that 
enhance efficiency, and reduce carbon emissions 
from the energy sector. It also highlights the impor-
tance of advancing clean energy technologies, includ-
ing green hydrogen, to accelerate the shift towards a 
more sustainable future."

Suhail Mohamed al Mazrouei, minister of energy 

World Energy Day: UAE officials highlight 
commitment to clean energy transition

and infrastructure, emphasized the 
importance of sustainability in the 
energy sector and the uae's stead-
fast commitment to the transition to 
clean energy sources.

He said, "the uae takes confident 
steps to achieve its clean energy 
targets, guided by the uae energy 
Strategy 2050 that has set a target 
of tripling renewables capacity by 
2030. today, we have six gigawatts of 
renewables and 5.6 gW of nuclear en-
ergy. that makes our grid one of the 
cleanest worldwide. World energy 
Day is a valuable opportunity to cel-
ebrate our achievements in shifting 
to sustainable, clean energy."

the minister added that the uae 
has become a global leader in adopt-

ing cutting-edge clean energy tech-
nologies, having diversified its energy 
sources through massive investments 
in solar and nuclear energy.

"the uae's approach is based on 
striking the right balance between 
economic growth and environmental 
protection through reducing depend-
ence on fossil fuels and increasing the 
deployment of clean energy. Mega na-
tional ventures, such as the Barakah 
nuclear plant and the Mohammed 
bin rashid Solar Complex, make the 
uae a leading global model for a ro-
bust energy transition," he noted.

Saeed Mohammed al tayer, vice-
chairman of the Dubai Supreme 
Council of energy and MD and CeO 

of DeWa, said, "We are committed to 
increasing the share of clean energy 
within the national energy mix, un-
derscored by transformative initia-
tives like the uae net Zero by 2050 
Strategic Initiative, the Dubai Clean 
energy Strategy 2050 and the Dubai 
net Zero Carbon emissions Strategy 
2050.

"these initiatives reflect our dedi-
cation to achieving 100 percent clean 
energy capacity by 2050. World ener-
gy Day is an opportunity to spotlight 
the critical role of research, develop-
ment and innovation in the energy 
sector. By driving efficiency, improv-
ing productivity and pioneering sus-
tainable solutions, we can reduce 
carbon emissions, safeguard the en-

vironment and ensure long-term economic 
growth and global competitiveness."

ahmed Buti al Muhairbi, secretary-gener-
al of the Dubai Supreme Council of energy, 
said, "On World energy Day, we recognize the 
pivotal role energy plays in shaping a sustain-
able future. It's our responsibility to innovate 
and invest in cleaner, more efficient energy 
solutions to preserve the environment for fu-
ture generations." 

ahmad bin Shafar, CeO of emirates Central 
Cooling Systems Corporation (empower), 
stated that World energy Day holds great sig-
nificance and highlights the importance of 
taking serious and constructive steps to pre-
serve the environment and support the tran-
sition towards energy-efficiency worldwide.

He pointed out that the uae, under the 
guidance of its visionary leadership, places 
great emphasis on diversifying energy sourc-
es to achieve a sustainable balance between 
development and the environment, preserv-
ing the rights of future generations. empower 
is committed to increasing energy efficiency 
and promoting environmentally friendly dis-
trict cooling systems.

yousif ahmed al ali, CeO of etihad Water 
and electricity (etihadWe), said World en-
ergy Day accentuates the escalating signifi-
cance of energy efficiency and the imperative 
for institutions and communities to collabo-
rate towards a more sustainable energy fu-
ture. "at etihad Water and electricity, we are 
at the forefront of integrating transformative 
technologies that enhance energy efficiency 
and contribute to the uae's pledge to achieve 
net zero by 2050," he added.

Mohamed Jameel al ramahi, CeO of Mas-
dar, said Masdar plays a prominent role in 
advancing the clean energy sector and solidi-
fying the uae's global leadership in sustain-
ability, in line with the leadership's vision to 
diversify the economy and promote renew-
able energy solutions.

 "Masdar is accelerating the green transi-
tion by providing clean energy solutions that 
support the goals of the historic uae Consen-
sus to triple global renewable energy capac-
ity by 2030. On World energy Day, we reaf-
firm our commitment to achieving the goals 
set by our leadership to increase renewable 
energy within the energy mix, which is in 
line with the uae energy Strategy 2050.

"Masdar will continue advancing and im-
plementing our innovative approach to clean 
energy and green hydrogen, pursuing our 
goal of reaching 100 gW of renewable energy 
by 2030 and promoting economic diversifi-
cation to ensure a sustainable future for the 
uae and the world."

Aerial view of an integrated power generation plant constructed by Shanghai Electric in Dubai, the United 
Arab Emirates, in September 2024.  
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BULAWAYO

Christian tiambo has always 
wished to uplift local farmers’ com-
munities through cutting-edge sci-
ence.

as climate change wreaked hav-
oc on local agriculture, tiambo, a 
livestock scientist at the Centre for 
tropical Livestock Genetics and 
health (CtLGh) and at the interna-
tional Livestock research institute 
(iLri), focused on conserving and 
developing livestock that could 
withstand environmental stress.

Genomics, a Game Changer
tiambo’s research took an ex-

citing turn when part of his PhD 
studies was to characterize and 
establish local poultry populations 
with interesting resilience potential. 
Yet, the need for local access to ad-
vanced genomic tools was a barrier 
to fully unlocking this potential. 

today, the power of digital data 
and sequencing information is 
transformative. it is driving the dis-
covery of genes and innovation in 
agriculture through the identifica-
tion and deep characterization of 
pathogens in plants and animals. 
that is helping scientists to breed 
livestock suited to local conditions 
and production systems, thereby 
benefiting local communities that 
have been custodians of genetic re-
sources for generations.

But there is a catch: africa, like 
other parts of the global south, is a 
genetic goldmine but has not fully 
capitalized on the digital sequenc-
ing information (Dsi) derived from 
its genetic heritage. Dsi is a tool that 
provides information for the pre-
cise identification of living organ-
isms and allows the development of 
diagnosis tools and technologies for 
conservation in animals and plants. 
Besides, Dsi is also used in investi-
gating the relationships within and 
between species and in plant and 
animal breeding to predict their 
breeding value and potential contri-
bution to their future generations.

tiambo said Dsi can be used to 
adjust the genotypes and produce 
animals with desired traits, adapted 
to local conditions but which have 
higher productivity.

a promising innovation has been 
the development of surrogate tech-
nologies in poultry, small rumi-
nants, cattle or pigs—giving oppor-
tunity to local and locally adapted 
and resilient breeds to carry and 
disseminate semen from improved 
breeds in challenging environ-
ments.

“farmers would not need to keep 
requesting inseminators and se-
men from outside their village,” 
tiambo explained, noting that this 
shift could dramatically improve 
livestock breeding, dissemination 
of elite genetics, boost food security 
and alleviate poverty in remote ru-
ral areas of africa.

Global cooperation among stake-
holders of the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity framework is 
key to establishing international 
guidelines on benefit-sharing 
from animal genetics resources 
and their associated informa-
tion, including Dsi. 

using genetics and associated 
traditional knowledge includes 
adapting specific livestock to 
specific environments. this 
contributes to the development 
of improved and elite tropical 
animal breeds with particular 
traits that meet community 
needs to improve livelihoods, 
he said.

“Local livestock is not just 
for food but is our heritage, 
culture and social value,” said 
tiambo, adding that conserv-
ing livestock is conserving local 
culture, social ethics and inclu-
sion, with gender aspects being 
considered. for example, the 
Muturu cattle and the Bakosi 
cattle in nigeria and Cameroon 
are animals used in dowry, the 
Bamileke cattle remain sacred 
and maintain the ecosystem of 
sacred forest in part of the west-
ern highlands of Cameroon.

“i have never seen any tradi-
tional ceremony done with exotic 

chicken in any african village,” he 
said.

Genetics and Dsi, according to 
tiambo, are “game changers” in 
breeding livestock with desired 
traits faster. What used to take five 
to seven years or more, he says, can 
now be done in just three or four cy-
cles with the help of genomics.

iLri has been working with the 
roslin institute, the Kenyan agricul-
tural and Livestock research Organ-
ization and collaborating with the 
african union-interafrican Bureau 
for animal resources (au-iBar), 
the national Biosafety authority, 
farmer communities, and national 
agricultural research systems 
(nars) in africa and southeast asia 
in the conservation and develop-
ment of improved local chicken us-
ing stem cell technologies.

Bridging the Capacity Gap
Dsi needs infrastructure and hu-

man resources. “a lot of infrastruc-
ture, equipment and skills are com-
ing from outside africa, but how 
can we also generate Dsi and use it 
locally?” tiambo asked. he worries 
that without developing local ca-
pacity to harness Dsi, “a lot of heli-
copter research will still be happen-
ing in africa where people fly in, just 
pick what they want, fly out, and no 
scientists in africa are involved in 
generating and using Dsi.”

technologically advanced coun-
tries have often exploited these 
genetic resources, developing com-
mercial products and services with-
out clear mechanisms for sharing 
the monetary and non-monetary 
benefits with local communities as 
ethics and common sense would 
require—an injustice that needs ur-
gent correction.

the use of Dsi on genetic resourc-
es is one of the four goals of the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
framework adopted in 2022 with 
the aim of stopping global biodiver-
sity loss by 2030.

thankGod ebenezer, bioinfor-
matician and co-founder of the 
african BioGenome Project, ar-
gues that africa must seize this 
moment to build and strengthen 
local capacity to produce and use 
Dsi from genetic resources.

“the establishment of a bene-
fit-sharing mechanism for Dsi is 
a first step in the right direction 
and africa needs to maximise 
even this first step by putting in a 
framework to generate and make 
use of Dsi locally,” ebenezer told 
iPs, explaining that africa needs 
to be able to do genetic sequenc-
ing on the ground with local scien-
tists having the capacity to trans-
late and use it.

the africa BioGenome Project, 
of which tiambo is also a found-
ing member, is a continental biodi-
versity conservation initiative that 
has laid out a roadmap for how af-
rica can benefit from Dsi and the 
planned multilateral fund.

“the main benefit comes from 
being able to use Dsi and ultimate-
ly share it with the global commu-
nity in line with the national and 
international rules and regula-
tions,” said ebenezer. “Because if 
you cannot use Dsi yourself, you 
will always feel like a supplier, like 
someone who gets crude oil from 
the ground and asks someone else 
to add value to it and gets several 
products.”

“the multilateral fund is key,” 
ebenezer stresses. “if someone con-

verts Dsi into revenue, for instance, 
they’re only looking at paying 1% 
back into the fund. is that enough 
for the communities that hold this 
biodiversity?”

at COP16 in Colombia (Oct 21-nov 
1, 2024), world leaders will discuss 
mechanisms for fair and equitable 
sharing of Dsi benefits, a critical 
step for africa and other biodiversi-
ty-rich regions. for example, africa 
hosts eight of the 34 biodiversity 
hotspots in the world, according to 
the intergovernmental Platform on 
Biodiversity and ecosystem servic-
es (iPBes).

“in terms of the negotiation, we 
would like the Dsi fund to be ap-
proved so that it’s ready for imple-
mentation because this is an imple-
mentation COP,” susana Muhamad, 
Minister of environment and sus-
tainable Development of Colombia 
and COP16 President-designate, 
told a press briefing ahead of COP16.

“We would like the decision of the 
parties to give the COP the teeth for 
implementation. One is the Dsi,” 
Muhamad said.

astrid schomaker, executive 
secretary of the un Convention on 
Biological Diversity, is hopeful that 
COP16 will operationalize the mul-
tilateral mechanism for the sharing 
of benefits from the use of digital 
sequencing information in genetic 
research.

“We are going to look at that. and 
i think it’s a very complex term and 
issue, but it is ultimately about how 
those industries, sectors and com-
panies that use digital sequence 
information on genetic resources 
that are often located in the global 
south, but not exclusively, how they 
use it and how they pay for using it,” 
said schomaker, noting that COP15 
agreed to establish a multilateral 
mechanism and a fund for Dsi.

the fair and equitable sharing 
of benefits arising out of the use 
of genetic resources is one of the 
three objectives of the CDB, includ-
ing the conservation of biological 
diversity and sustainable use of its 
components. target 18 of the CBD 
seeks to reduce harmful incentives 
by at least usD 500 billion per year 
by 2030, money that could be chan-
nelled to halting biodiversity loss.

the World resources institute 
(Wri), in a position paper, has urged 
COP16 to provide more finance and 
incentives to support nature and 
biodiversity goals.

there is currently a usD 700 bil-
lion gap between annual funding for 
nature and what’s needed by 2030 
to protect and restore ecosystems, 
the Wri said, noting that “many 
of the world’s most biodiverse 
ecosystems—and biggest carbon 
sinks—are in developing countries 
that cannot save them without far 
more financial support.”

the Wri commented that bring-
ing in more private sector finance 
will require incentives, which can 
come from policy and regulation as 
well as market-based strategies to 
make investments in nature more 
attractive. But this should not sub-
stitute for shifting harmful subsidies 
and delivering international public 
finance to the countries that need it 
most, Wri argued.

as the world scrambles to stop 
biodiversity loss by 2030, the up-
coming COP16 discussions could 
be pivotal in ensuring that africa 
finally benefits from its own genetic 
wealth.

          IPS

Capacity building is key to Africa’s 
digital sequencing success story

The International Livestock Research Institute is using genomics 
to breed livestock suited to local conditions and production sys-
tems to meet community needs
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By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

F
OR a young boy leaving colonial Namibia at 
just 17, embarking on a journey to Tanzania 
through Botswana and Zambia in the 1970s 
might seem like a plot from a movie or a 

gripping novel.
However, this is the true story of Charles Mubita, 

a young and patriotic Namibian, driven by a deep 
sense of nationalism.

In a recent interview at the Mwalimu Julius Nyere-
re Leadership School (MJNLS) in Kibaha, Coast Re-
gion where he attended a commemorative dialogue 
honouring Tanzania’s founding father and African 
liberation icon, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, Mubita 
shared his remarkable journey.

Now a PhD holder and a member of the South 
West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) Cen-
tral Committee, Mubita began his fight for freedom 
in the early 1970s when he joined SWAPO’s armed 
wing, the People’s Liberation Army of Namibia 
(PLAN).

“I got involved in SWAPO activism in my early 
teens,” Mubita recalled. “I had heard about SWAPO 
leading the fight against the apartheid regime in 
South Africa, and I knew I wanted to join PLAN 
for military training to contribute to the liberation 
struggle.”

In 1974, Mubita crossed the Namibia-Botswana 
border through the bush, guided by SWAPO han-
dlers. After a brief stay in Botswana, he travelled to 
Zambia before arriving in Tanzania to join PLAN’s 
military training camp. By 1975, at just 17 years old, 
Mubita found himself leaving Botswana for Zambia 
and ultimately reaching the border town of Tundu-
ma in Tanzania.

Reflecting on his journey, Mubita noted the stark 
contrast between the freedoms in Botswana, Zam-
bia, and Tanzania compared to the oppressive en-
vironment of apartheid Namibia. “I was struck by 
how free the people in these countries were. No 
one asked for IDs or harassed us, unlike in Namibia, 

From Namibia to Kongwa at 17 years old

By Correspondent Deodatus Mfugale, 
Arusha

Y
OUNG people must be 
given opportunity to 
participate in decision 
making processes in land 

rights and ownership, secure ten-
ure and land governance if they 
are to build a better future for the 
next generation.

 If they are excluded in the vari-
ous decision processes related to 
land and other natural resources, 
countries are not only unlikely to 
realize the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals but also the future 
generation will fail to proper ir-
respective of abundant natural 
resources that the countries are 
endowed with.

“The future of the youth is built 
on land. We must make sure that 
they have the right to access and 
own it as well as provide secure 
tenure. With ownership and pro-
tected land rights, the youth can 
have opportunity to create jobs 
and ultimately sustainable liveli-
hoods,” said Everlyne Nairesiae, 
Africa Director of Landesa. 

She was speaking online during 
the Fourth International Youth 
and Land Governance (CIGOFA 
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4), that is ongoing in Arusha City. 
The theme of the conference is 
Acceleration of Youth Land Rights 
and the specific topic is Advancing 
Youth Land Rights in Africa: Help-
ing young people build a better 
future.

She said that in order to reach 
this goal, the youth must under-
stand the value of land and must 
be assured of secure land rights. 

“Through training, education 
and awareness campaigns, they 
youth should bear the responsi-
bility to manage land sustainably 
so as to build a better future,” she 
explained.

In his welcome remarks, Execu-
tive Director for Youth Initiative 
for Land in Africa (Yilaa) Innocent 
Antoine Houedji said that youth 
empowerment for a better future 
is a common problem for many 
countries in Africa. 

“So we have to combine our ef-
forts in order to find a common 
solution. That is why we are here,” 
he said, adding that everyone, 
every institution must find space 
to contribute to building a better 
future for the youth.

Prof. Walter de Vries, Director of 
Technical University of Munich’s 
Master and PhD programmes in 

Give youth space 
to build a better 
future through 
land ownership

ers from Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, and 
Angola, all supported by the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) Liberation Committee.

Mubita underwent intensive training under TPDF 
instructors, mastering both light and heavy weaponry.

“The training was tough, but by the time we com-
pleted it, we were highly qualified and ready to face 
the enemy on the battlefield,” he said.

After completing his training, Mubita was appointed 
Section Commander in PLAN, specializing in recon-
naissance and engineering, particularly in landmine 
operations. He played a pivotal role in significant 
missions, including the Mpacha main-road attack in 
February 1978 and the Katima Mulilo attack in August 
1978, both of which shocked the apartheid regime.

At the commemorative dialogue in Kibaha, Mubita 
presented a paper titled “The Role of Ideological Edu-
cation in Preserving Nyerere’s Legacy.”

He emphasized Nyerere’s unwavering commitment 
to freedom, equality, and socialism, arguing that these 
principles remain vital in today’s world.

“Mwalimu Nyerere was a staunch advocate of so-
cialism because it ensured freedom and equality for 
all, unlike systems that create classes and inequality,” 
Mubita remarked. He urged scholars, politicians, and 
citizens to uphold Nyerere’s legacy of Pan-Africanism 
and African unity.

During the dialogue, focused on Mwalimu Nyerere 
and the Liberation Movements: Reflections on Solidar-
ity, Leadership, Pan-Africanism and African Unity, for-
mer President, Jakaya Kikwete reiterated Tanzania’s 
crucial role in the African liberation struggle.

He recalled how the OAU Liberation Committee, 
founded in Tanzania in 1963, was instrumental in co-
ordinating support for African nations still under co-
lonial rule.

Kikwete acknowledged the contributions of leaders 
such as Ambassador Faustin Chale, George Magombe, 
and Lieutenant General Hashim Mbita, who led the 
Liberation Committee in its mission to free the conti-
nent from colonialism.

Land Management and Land Ten-
ure said that the youth are the 
strong foundation of the future 
and have an important role to play 
in achieving SDGs.

 “But in order to carry out this 
obligation, they must be reliable, 
they must be trusted, they must 
be respected and they must be re-
sponsible so that they can manage 
land in a manner that can guar-
antee them a better tomorrow. 
They must show that they can be 
trusted to manage land,” he ex-
plained but was quick to add, “The 
youth cannot achieve this if they 
are left on the sidelines as spec-
tators. They must participate in 
making all decisions and all such 
processes must be inclusive as no 
one should be left out. If we want 
them to build a better tomorrow, 
we have to give them opportunity 
to act. We need to make the youth 

leaders in managing land and oth-
er natural resources.”

The African Development Bank 
(AfDB) is among institutions that 
are helping the youth to build a 
better future. 

In this endeavor, AfDB is work-
ing with the AU and Africa Land 
Policy, among others, by financ-
ing projects that accelerate green 
growth in order to provide more 
opportunities for jobs for the 
youth. 

Presenting a paper on “Strategic 
land use planning: A pathway to 
enhancing land rights for African 
youth, Marealle Maria Saguti from 
the bank explained that while the 
population in African countries is 
increasing land has remained the 
same in size and as such, there is 
an urgent need to address youth 
access to land and empower them 
to managed it in a sustainable 

manner in order to meet their cur-
rent and future needs. 

He raised the need for the youth 
to undertake management of the 
environment as a means to realiz-
ing sustainable benefits from land. 
Conservation of   the environment 
is inseparable from realizing fu-
ture benefits from land. 

Eva Maria Anyango Okath , Af-
rica Regional Coordinator of Inter-
national Land Coalition said that 
land is a powerful weapon to ena-
ble the youth to contribute mean-
ingfully to Africa’s development 
thus it is imperative that countries 
should empower the youth to ac-
cess, own and have their land 
rights protected through secure 
tenure. But owning land is not 
enough.

 “We must support the youth in 
dealing with impacts of climate 
change so that they may benefit 

from the land they own. The youth 
must be equipped with education 
in order to adapt to impacts of cli-
mate change on land so that own-
ership and secure rights of tenure 
can be meaningful,” said Okath.

Okath commended Landesa for 
conducting successful campaigns 
to advocate land ownership for 
all including marginalized groups. 
The campaigns include the Stand 
for her Land which promotes land 
rights and ownership for women 
as a means for a better future for 
all. In Africa the campaign is con-
ducted in Tanzania, Uganda, Sen-
egal, Ethiopia and Kenya.

The five day conference was or-
ganized Yilaa in cooperation with 
Giz, International Land Coalition 
and Landesa, drew 500, among 
others, and drew participants 
both on line and physically, from 
40 African countries.

Some participants of the ongoing Fourth International Youth and Land Governance (CIGOFA 4) in Arusha city

BEIJING

M
ARIZA Cabral Gomes and his wife, two farmers on the 
island nation of Sao Tome and Principe, never imagined 
they would be growing vegetable varieties that were once 
available only as imports until Chinese agriculture experts 

arrived.
With the help of Chinese experts, from December 2021, the couple 

began growing crops introduced by Chinese experts, such as toma-
toes, cabbages, Chinese bok choy and peppers in Caldeiras Village, 
while also learning vegetable cultivation and management techniques, 
particularly greenhouse construction methods.

Former PLAN combatant, Dr Charles Mubita (right), speaks at a past event at Mwalimu Julius 
Nyerere Leadership School (MJNLS) in Kibaha District, Coast Region. Others are Prof Marcelina 
Chijoriga, Principal at MJNLS (L) and Stephen Wasira, CCM Central Committee (CC) member of 
CCM’s National Executive Committee (NEC). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

where you were constantly stopped and questioned 
by the police,” he said.

This experience solidified Mubita’s determination 
to train hard and fight for Namibia’s freedom. “I was 
eager to return to Namibia as a free nation where peo-
ple could live without colonial security agents harass-
ing them,” he said.

Upon entering Tanzania, Mubita and his fellow 
SWAPO recruits were received by the Tanzania Peo-
ple’s Defence Force (TPDF) and transported to the 
renowned Kongwa Military Training Camp, approxi-
mately 100 kilometers from Dodoma.

The camp served as a hub for military training for 
various African liberation movements, including fight-

Chinese expertise increase 
incomes of African farmers

Since 2017, China has sent four teams of ex-
perts to assist the country in its agricultural 
development. Through a comprehensive ag-
ricultural and livestock technical assistance 
project, Chinese experts have been working 
with local authorities to improve farming 
practices.

Over the years, the project has changed the 
lives of many, and Gomes and his wife are 
among the first farmers to benefit from it.

Less than a year after receiving assistance 
from the experts, the vegetable farming area 
of the couple doubled, and their household 
income increased significantly. They are now 
debt-free, and all three of their children are 
attending school.

Sao Tome and Principe is located off the 
Atlantic coast of Africa, and agriculture and 
livestock farming are key pillars of its national 

economy, with about 70 percent of the popu-
lation engaged in related production activi-
ties. However, it has long relied on imports for 
vegetables and chicks.

"Drawing on China's experience in poverty 
alleviation, we established the first poverty-
reduction demonstration village in Caldei-
ras, helping farmers increase their incomes 
through vegetable cultivation and poultry 
farming," said Duan Zhenhua, head of the 
fourth Chinese agricultural expert team.

Given the high temperatures and humid-
ity in the country, which exacerbate pest and 
disease problems in vegetables, agricultural 
experts specially designed greenhouses for 
the local population. These greenhouses of-
fer various benefits, such as rain protection, 
ventilation and water conservation, greatly 
increasing yields.

“Our assistance work in the village of Nova 
Moca has also been fully rolled out, covering 
areas such as livestock and poultry, vegetable 
farming, cultivation and rural energy. In the 
future, we aim to help even more farmers lift 
themselves out of poverty,” said Duan.

The work of Chinese experts in Sao Tome 
and Principe offers a glimpse at the broader 
picture of agricultural cooperation between 
China and Africa.

According to the 2024 edition of the United 
Nations report “State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World,” one in five people in 
Africa may have faced hunger in 2023.

In Burundi, Chinese experts have chosen 
village number four of Ninga in Bubanza 
Province as a demonstration village for pov-
erty reduction and developed a new model of 
agricultural assistance.
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BEIJING,

A
s Chinese President Xi Jinping and a host of oth-
er leaders gather in Kazan, russia, for the 16th 
BrICs summit, the world is once again turning 
its limelight on the burgeoning international 

mechanism for how it will push forward self-develop-
ment and respond to global woes.

a steadfast champion of BrICs cooperation, Xi once 
compared its five members back then to the five fingers of 
one hand: they are short and long if extended, but form 
a powerful fist if clenched together. Now that hand has 
grown bigger and stronger, as its membership expanded 
last year, yet the essence of Xi's metaphor is just becoming 
more relevant. With the world trudging on in a new pe-
riod of turbulence and transformation, the leader of the 
largest developing country is poised to help guide BrICs, 
the leading echelon of the Global south, to play a bigger 
role in building a better shared future for humanity.

GOLDEN VALUE
BrICs, an acronym for Brazil, russia, India, China, and 

south africa, is literally called "gold bricks" in Chinese, 
indicating optimism for its great potential and shining 
future. 

the sanguine view features prominently in Xi's engage-
ment with the group. He has consistently placed BrICs 
high on China's foreign policy agenda. His first appear-
ance on the multilateral stage as China's head of state was 
at the 2013 BrICs summit in Durban, south africa, and he 
visited all other four BrICs countries during the first two 
years of his presidency. 

"China led by President Xi Jinping has contributed sig-
nificantly to the success of BrICs," noted Bunn Nagara, a 
senior China researcher in Malaysia. 

thanks to the joint efforts of its members, the golden 
value of BrICs has kept rising. World Bank data show 
that the share of BrICs in global GDP grew from 18 per-
cent in 2010 to about 26 percent in 2021, with increases 
in all years during the period. among the drivers of its 
remarkable growth is a strong orientation toward real re-
sults. "BrICs is not a talking shop, but a task force that gets 
things done," Xi once stressed.

following this spirit, practical cooperation has always 
been the foundation of the BrICs mechanism, a good 
example of which is the launch of the New Development 
Bank (NDB). 

Headquartered in shanghai, the multilateral institution 
had approved 105 projects in all member countries for ap-
proximately 35 billion u.s. dollars by the end of 2023. 

In view of BrICs' evolving development needs, Xi, at 
the 2017 summit in China's coastal city of Xiamen, joined 
other member leaders in formally incorporating cultural 
and people-to-people exchanges into the engines of 
BrICs cooperation, in order to further enhance the bond 
between these nations and reinforce the foundation of 
BrICs interaction. 

Powered by the three engines, namely political and 

security, economic and financial, as well as cultural and people-to-people ex-
changes, the BrICs cooperation has witnessed even more substantial progress 
and growing popular support.

the unique value of the BrICs cooperation goes beyond economic terms, 
and the mechanism is an innovation of international cooperation, which is 
in marked contrast to some protectionist, exclusive political, military or eco-
nomic alliances in the West, said Wang Lei, director of the BrICs Cooperation 
research Center at Beijing Normal university. 

In Xi's words, the BrICs cooperation transcends the old formula of political 
and military alliances, the old mindset of drawing lines on the basis of ideology 
as well as the obsolete notion of "you-win-I-lose" and "winner-takes-all." the 
golden track record, as many observers have pointed out, has not only amply 
busted various gloom-and-doom claims such as that BrICs is nothing but "a 
motley crew," but also significantly increased its appeal to the rest of the world.

GREATER BRICS
On aug. 24 morning last year, the sandton Convention Center in Johannes-

President Xi Jinping delivers a speech at the extraordinary joint meeting of BRICS leaders and leaders of invited 
BRICS members on the situation in the Middle East with particular reference to Gaza on Nov 21, 2023. [Photo/
Xinhua]

burg erupted with applause upon the announcement of 
BrICs' historic expansion. 

that, Xi said at the press conference, demonstrates "the 
determination of BrICs countries and developing nations 
to unite." since the inception of the BrICs mechanism, 
openness and inclusiveness have remained its members' 
abiding commitment. 

Xi has repeatedly emphasized that BrICs countries 
gather not in a closed club or an exclusive circle. "a tree 
cannot make a forest," he said as early as at his BrICs sum-
mit debut in Durban in 2013. a year later at the fortaleza 
summit in Brazil, he proposed the "BrICs spirit" of open-
ness, inclusiveness, and win-win cooperation. With such 
an open mind, the group developed a tradition of inviting 
leaders of other countries to its summits.

 then at the 2017 gathering in Xiamen, an ancient port 
city that has evolved into a dynamic hub in China's opening-
up and reform, Xi built on that outreach practice and put for-
ward the "BrICs Plus" program, encouraging more partici-
pation of other emerging markets and developing nations.

In fact, this southern Chinese city of Xiamen happened 
to be where Xi came to work as deputy mayor in 1985 at 32. 
Now, under Xi's initiative, an innovation base for the BrICs 
partnership on the new industrial revolution has taken root 
there. Over the years, with profound changes reshaping the 
world at a degree rarely seen in history, the Chinese president 
has unwaveringly championed openness and cooperation. 

"under the new circumstances, it is all the more important 
for BrICs countries to pursue development with open doors 
and boost cooperation with open arms," Xi said at the 14th 
BrICs summit in 2022. a year later, more than 60 countries 
gathered in Johannesburg for the BrICs summit. 

the gathering "is not an exercise of asking countries to 
take sides, nor an exercise of creating bloc confrontation," Xi 
said. "rather, it is an endeavor to expand the architecture of 
peace and development."

Other than the countries that became new full members 
on Jan. 1, 2024, more than 30 nations have also formally ap-
plied to join BrICs, while many other developing countries 
are seeking deeper cooperation with the group. 

"there is a reason why these countries choose to join 
BrICs," said Mekhri aliev, a board director of the BrICs 
innovation base in Xiamen. "Because they see the future, 
they see potentials and opportunities within the BrICs."

BIGGER VOICE
three months after its expansion decision, BrICs con-

vened an extraordinary joint summit on the Gaza situa-
tion with leaders of invited members, as well as uN secre-
tary-General antonio Guterres. 

that was a first-of-its-kind meeting for the group. the 

meeting, as Xi said, marks "a good 
start" for greater BrICs cooperation 
following its enlargement. 

Commenting on this summit, al 
Jazeera said that leading countries 
of the Global south are looking for 
"a greater say in a global order domi-
nated by the West." steven Gruzd, an 
analyst at the south african Institute 
of International affairs, said: "It does 
reflect on the growing assertiveness 
and confidence of the BrICs group-
ing, not waiting for the West." 

BrICs is an important force in 
shaping the international landscape. 
advancing a more just and equita-
ble international order has been a 
consistent theme in Xi's remarks on 
BrICs cooperation.

effective coordination between 
BrICs members and other Global 
south countries is "adding more 
bricks to the global governance archi-
tecture," said Wang Lei, the Chinese 
expert with Beijing Normal univer-
sity. 

the New Development Bank (NDB) 
exemplifies this effort. "the establish-
ment of the bank serves as a benefi-
cial supplement and improvement to 
the existing financial system," Xi said, 
"which can encourage deeper reflec-
tion and more active reforms in the 
global financial system." 

During a meeting with Dilma 
rousseff, former Brazilian President 
and incumbent NDB chief, in Beijing 
in 2023, Xi called on the NDB to help 
with the modernization of more de-
veloping countries. rousseff shares 
Xi's vision. "It is a vision that we don't 
want BrICs to speak just for a few 
countries. What we want is for most 
countries to be part of BrICs," she 
told Xinhua.

as Xi has observed, strengthening 
global governance is the right choice 
if the international community in-
tends to share development oppor-
tunities and tackle global challenges. 

"economically, non-Western na-
tions -- with BrICs at the vanguard 
-- are pushing the globe into a new re-
ality: an emerging economic, social, 
and monetary status quo that is up-
ending what the world has accepted 
as normal for nearly eight decades," 
Jeff D. Opdyke, a global investment 
expert, has observed. 

to Guan Zhaoyu, a research fellow 
with the eurasian studies Institute at 
renmin university of China, BrICs 
cooperation "is neither anti-Western 
nor aimed at overthrowing the exist-
ing global order, but rather construc-
tively reforming its unfair aspects to 
give more opportunities to the devel-
oping world." 

Xi maintains that development is 
an inalienable right of all countries, 
not a privilege of a few countries. un-
der his grand vision to build a com-
munity with a shared future for man-
kind, China has been joining hands 
with other developing countries in 
advancing their respective moderni-
zation.

China will always be a member of 
the Global south and the develop-
ing world, Xi has said on various oc-
casions. "President Xi has sent out a 
very clear message: China will unite 
with other emerging markets and de-
veloping countries in the process of 
global modernization and make sure 
no one is left behind," said Guan. 

Brick by brick, Xi Jinping drives BRICS cooperation
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By Guardian Reporter

The Dar es Salaam Stock exchange 
(DSe) saw an increase in turnover 
during last week when compared to 
the prior week. 

The market report show that to-
tal market turnover increased to 
4.977bn/- from 4.542bn/- recorded 
during the previous week.

The pre-arranged board registered 
some activities as DSe and TBL re-
corded block trades.

Throughout the week, TBL domi-
nated trading activities, representing 
68.8percent of the total market turno-
ver, followed by CRDB at 13.8 percent 
and DSe at 10.08 percent, according 
to the weekly report by Zan Securities 
Limited.

The report shows NICO was the top 
gainer for the week, appreciating by 
6.67 percent reaching 800/- per share,  

while DCB gained 3.23 percent reach-
ing  160/- per share and DSe share 
price increased by 0.83 percent reach-
ing 2420/- per share.

however, TPCC lost 2.7 percent 
reaching 3600/- per share, AFRIPRISe 
depreciated by 2 percent closing off 
the week at 245/- per share and TCCL 
lost 1.02 percent concluding the week 
at 1940/- per share.

In terms of market capitalization, 
there was a general increase in the 
size of the markets, with total mar-
ket capitalization increasing by 1.24 
percent to 18,114.84bn/- by the week’s 
end. 

however, domestic market capi-
talization decreased by 0.13 percent, 
reaching 12,160.78bn/-.

“Optimistic expectations for third-
quarter results drove stocks higher 
throughout the week. We anticipate 
this positive trend to continue in the 

DSE weekly turnover up by 
5.7pc with TBL dominance

By Francis Kajubi

OveR 200 stakeholders in the land sector are ex-
pected to participate in the 2024 National Confer-
ence on Land, housing, and human Settlement De-
velopment, organized by the Land Rights Research 
Resources Institute (hakiArdhi). 

The two-day conference, co-organized with the 
Tanzania Land Alliance (TALA), will be held at the 
end of this month, coinciding with the 30th anniver-
sary of hakiArdhi. The event will be centered on the 
theme: “Land and Development in Tanzania: Protec-
tion of village Land.”

Cathbert Tomitho, hakiArdhi’s executive Director, 
addressed journalists in Dar es Salaam, explaining 
that the conference will focus on six key topics, with 
an emphasis on rethinking the current land owner-
ship system in Tanzania.

One of the major issues to be discussed includes 
the acceleration of decisions that affect small-scale 
producers such as pastoralists, farmers, hunters, and 
youth. This topic will analyze the intersections of 
policy, legal frameworks (Sharia), and practical ap-

HakiArdhi pushes for national dialogue on land disputes
modern value chains will also 
be examined.

Tomitho highlighted the im-
portance of this conference, 
noting that this year marks 
29 years since the National 
Land Policy was introduced in 
1995. Additionally, it has been 
25 years since the implemen-
tation of the 1999 land laws—
Land Act No. 4 and village 
Land Act No. 5—which came 
into effect in May 2001.

“Despite these laws, land 
disputes remain widespread, 
involving conflicts between 
farmers and pastoralists, 
wildlife conservators and lo-
cal communities, investors 
and citizens, and issues of 
double land allocation. These 
conflicts call for a unified 
approach to resolution,” To-
mitho said.

The conference aims to gen-
erate actionable resolutions 
that can guide the govern-
ment in continuing to imple-
ment the recommendations 
of the 1991 Presidential Com-
mission of Inquiry on land is-
sues. 

One critical recommenda-
tion is reducing the govern-
ment’s absolute power in 
land management, which 
has sometimes undermined 
the decisions made at village 
meetings, local councils, the 
national parliament, and the 
National Land Commission.

“We will stress the impor-
tance of including a specific 
chapter in the constitution 
on land, resources, and the 
environment to enhance pro-
tections for these critical na-
tional assets,” Tomitho added.

number of trades, falling from 84 
to 67.

Trading activities primarily 
focused on the long- end of the 
yield curve, with the 20-year and 
25- year bonds traded contribut-
ing to 98.8 percent of the total 
turnover.

In the corporate bond segment, 
there was a decrease in activity 
compared to the previous week 
as NMB corporate bond NMB-
2023/26.T1 recorded three trades 
totalling 7.5m/-  at an average 
price of 89 and CRDB corporate 
bond CRDB-2023/28.T1 recorded 
one trade with a face value of 
10m/- at a price of 100.

The 1-year T-bill yield reached 
11.18 percent in the mid-week 
auction, aligning with our expec-
tations. however, liquidity con-
straints in the interbank market 
discouraged investor participa-
tion, leading to a significant un-
dersubscription, with the auction 
receiving only 23 percent—the 
lowest in 2024. 

“We expect similar undersub-
scription for upcoming treasury 
bonds, pushing yields higher and 
lifting the yield curve. The next 
auction, featuring a 5-year bond 
(No. 571, maturing on 16-Sept-
2026), is expected to see yields 
rise to 13 percent, with likely un-
dersubscription,” says the brok-
ing firm report.

coming weeks, as companies are expected to 
start releasing their third- quarter results by 
the end of the month,” states Zan Securities 
Limited report.

On bond market, the report shows on 
Wednesday 16th October 2024, the Central 
Bank was in the market offering 82bn/- to in-
vestors for the re-opening of a 5- Year Treasury 
bond offering a 9.18 percent coupon rate annu-
ally.

The auction was subscribed by 64.79 percent 
the auction received bids totaling 53.12bn/- and 
accepted bids worth 53.04bn/-.

This is the second and last 5-year auction 
for the first half of the financial year calendar 
2024/25. 

The bond received less subscription further 

showing investors’ appetite for longer term ma-
turities. The amount offered remains at 82bn/-. 

The weighted average yield in this auction 
has increased by 231.68 basis points from 
10.0922 percent in the last auction in 2023 to 
12.409 percent and the minimum price was 
further lowered to 87 from 100 in the auction 
in July. 

The central bank accepted bids worth 
53.047bn/-. 

The inflation rate was recorded at 3.1 percent 
in September. During the week ending on Oc-
tober 18th, market activities saw an increase 
compared to the previous week. 

Overall turnover increased by 24.45 percent, 
from 46.89bn/- to 58.3bn/-. 

however, there was a notable decrease in the 

By Correspondent Felix Andrew

FARMeRS in Mkoka village, Kongwa Dis-
trict, and Seluka village, Mpwapwa District 
in the Dodoma region can now cultivate 
crops year-round, thanks to a newly se-
cured permanent water supply for irriga-
tion.

Lameck Benego, Secretary of the Mkoka 
Farmers Irrigation Group, expressed grati-
tude to the government and private sec-
tor for addressing the long-standing water 
challenges. Speaking to reporters during a 
visit to the villages, he acknowledged the 
Agricultural Markets Development Trust 

(AMDT) and its partners for financing a so-
lar-powered water pump in Mkoka village.

“We appreciate AMDT and their part-
ners for providing us with a solar pump, 
which now allows us to irrigate our crops 
throughout the year,” said Benego.

The AMDT has installed a 150-meter 
borehole equipped with a hybrid solar 
water pump capable of producing 15,000 
liters of water, significantly enhancing the 
community’s irrigation capabilities.

Beyond irrigation, the installation of the 
solar pump has reduced water-related con-
flicts between farmers and pastoralists in 
the area. Benego explained that pastoral-

ists now use a nearby river for their livestock, 
while farmers rely on the borehole for irriga-
tion.

Before the project, farmers had to walk over 
two hours to fetch water. With the new system 
in place, they have witnessed a marked im-
provement in crop yields. For example, sun-
flower harvests from one acre have increased 
from 2-3 bags to 5-8 bags.

During the last season, the group harvested 
5.6 metric tons (MT) of high-quality sunflower 
seeds, selling 4.5 MT for a total of 11.4m/- mil-
lion. As a result, the group expanded their 
farming area from 25 acres to 41 acres this 
year.

however, Benego emphasized the ongo-
ing need for better access to seeds. “We face 
a significant shortage of various seeds in our 
village. We urge the government and private 
sector to help us improve seed availability to 
further enhance our livelihoods through irri-
gation,” he said.

Pendo Lameck, Chairperson of the Asso-
ciation of Irrigation Farmers (UUSe) in Seluka 
village, also expressed her gratitude to AMDT 
and Beula Seeds Company for providing a 
borehole. She called for more wells to support 
irrigation, noting that although the village has 
acquired 99 acres of land, only 10 acres are 
under cultivation due to water scarcity.

“We are facing an acute shortage of water 
in our village. If we can have at least three 
more drilled wells, it would significantly im-
prove our ability to conduct irrigation,” said 
Lameck.

Farmers in Seluka have started planting 
new crops, including pigeon peas and mung 
beans, due to the availability of reliable 
markets.

Beula Seeds Company representative er-
nei Kihwele assured farmers that they have 
access to quality seeds and promised to 
increase the availability of pigeon pea and 
mung bean seeds in Mpwapwa and Kondoa 
districts for the next planting season.

Dodoma farmers secure permanent irrigation scheme

The companies’ third-quarter results drove stocks higher throughout the week. AI-generated image

Cathbert Tomitho, HakiArdhi Executive Director

By Guardian Correspondent

CReATIve and cultural industries have 
the potential to be a key driver of econom-
ic growth in Africa. According to UNCTAD, 
this sector generated $4 billion on the 
continent in 2022, showcasing its signifi-
cant impact. The opportunities for further 
development in this area are immense.

The African export-Import Bank (Afrex-
imbank) announced on October 18 that it 
will double funding for its support pro-
gram for African creative and cultural in-
dustries from $1 billion to $2 billion over 
the next three years.

“As with many things in Africa, oppor-
tunities in the African creative industries 
abound but remain untapped. This is why 
Afreximbank has adopted a proactive ap-
proach to catalyzing the industry. Today, 
I am pleased to announce a further dou-
bling of our creative industry finance win-
dow to 2 billion US dollars for the next 
three years,” the bank’s president Ben-
edict Oramah  said. 

he made the comments in Algiers dur-
ing a conference dedicated to the sup-

port program called “Creative Africa Nexus” 
(CANeX). The event attracted a wide range of 
industry stakeholders from Africa.

Afreximbank made it clear that the decision 
to double the funding for the CANeX program, 
which started in 2021 with initial resources of 
$500 million, is driven by a significant increase 
in demand within the creative sectors. The 
bank believes in the power of African creativ-
ity to drive economic growth and create jobs.

The additional funds will mainly focus on 
developing infrastructure, which remains a 
major challenge in the continent’s creative and 
cultural industries. Afreximbank plans to in-
vest in film production facilities, music arenas, 
sports stadiums, and fashion manufacturing 
hubs

Part of the extra resources will also support 
talent development, foster collaborations be-
tween African creators and their international 
counterparts, and develop tailored innovative 
financing solutions. 

The bank intends to launch a $500 mil-
lion investment fund specifically for the 
film industry through the African export 
Development Fund (FeDA), its impact in-
vestment branch.

Afreximbank to double funding 
for Africans’ creative industries

plications.
“The third topic will cover new approaches to 

dealing with cooperative unions, while another 
key issue on the agenda is land grabbing in the 
contexts of wildlife conservation, agricultural 
investment, trade, and carbon markets,” said 

Tomitho.
Other discussions will focus on land owner-

ship, privatization, and regularization, particu-
larly concerning rural land management and 
the future of land rights for small-scale produc-
ers. The integration of these producers into 

 Benedict Oramah, President, Afrieximbank

LUSAKA
Zambia plans to develop dozens of mining licences to-

gether with investors to boost copper output in Africa’s 
second-biggest producer.

The nation has an ambitious plan to more than quad-
ruple production by early next decade. The increase 
would require companies to spend billions of dollars to 
transform early stage projects into operating mines.

More than 40 permits reserved by the nation’s Mines 
Ministry will be transferred to a state company, which 
will then negotiate agreements with partners, Jito Kay-
umba, President hakainde hichilema’s special assistant 
for finance and investment, said in an interview. The 
government firm will hold significant minority but non-
operational stakes in the ventures, he said.

“The appetite is illustrated in the numerous unsolic-
ited offers we receive,” Kayumba said by phone.

Subsidiaries of miners First Quantum Minerals and 
Barrick Gold Corp accounted for about two-thirds of out-
put last year. Those firms are already working on increas-
ing production in the years ahead. Units of Abu Dhabi’s 
International Resources holding, vedanta Resources and 
China Nonferrous Mining Corp also operate mines in the 
country.

The state company, which will be owned by Zambia’s 
Industrial Development Corp., will contribute with the 
licenses and the results of a government-funded aerial 
geophysical survey, according to Kayumba.

Zambia engages investors 
to develop mining permits
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By Mark Sobel 

Global finance ministers and central bank 
governors are gathering in washington DC for 
the international Monetary Fund-world bank 
annual meetings. behind the scenes, trepida-
tion will rule.

as usual, participants will focus on the global 
economic outlook. on balance, forecasts for 
roughly 3 percent aggregate global growth this 
year will remain little changed. The us economy 
is outperforming, Germany’s stagnation may 
pull europe down and the Fund’s Japan forecast 
has been higher than many private forecasters.

China’s economy is languishing despite re-
cent policy actions, and while the monetary an-
dequity market measures may help put a floor 
under weak growth, the outlook for whether fis-
cal policy will provide needed stimulus remains 
murky. 

Key details about stimulus terms and amounts 
have yet to be revealed. Regardless, China gen-
erally hits its target, one way or the other. The 
meetings will welcome falling advanced econ-
omy inflation along with reductions in interest 
rates, while rightly expressing concerns over fis-
cal indiscipline.

On the agenda
The iMF will address several operational is-

sues. it will justifiably take some satisfaction on 

low-income country debt, citing progress with 
Zambia and Ghana under the common frame-
work. China is becoming more forthcoming 
on debt issues, but the amounts and terms of 
its lending remain opaque and timetables for 
reaching deals face uncertainty.

advanced economies eliminated official debts 
two decades ago pursuant to the Multilateral 
Debt Relief initiative. The ensuing fiscal space 
was gobbled up by low-income country bor-
rowing (often not productively) including from 
China. now, even after receiving ‘relief’, liCs of-
ten find themselves saddled with excess debt. sri 
lanka though not a liC, is emblematic of a coun-
try that will suffer post-restructuring under an 
enormous debt overhang, which iMF debt sus-
tainability analysis unfortunately countenanced.

The iMF board has decided to significantly 
reduce surcharges, while ongoing surcharge in-
come will further underpin the Fund’s capital 
and provide a large increase in subsidy resources 
for iMF low-income country lending. it’s a wel-
come, good and fair package – recognising that 
even if the iMF has reached its capital targets, it 
is still a financial organisation and it is sensible to 
charge higher rates on large-scale and high-risk 
lending. 

The use of ongoing surcharge income to boost 
subsidy resources for concessional iMF lending 
to liCs especially merits praise. liC lending is 
central to the iMF’s operations, with more than 

Trepidation may rule  
IMF annual meetings

LONDON

oil prices rose to $75 a barrel 
on Tuesday, extending gains from 
the previous session as investors 
weighed the impact of China’s 
stimulus measures to boost its 
economy, while concerns over 
conflict in the Middle east per-
sisted.

brent crude futures for Decem-
ber delivery were up 43 cents, 
or 0.6 percent, to $74.72 at 1319 
GMT. u.s. west Texas intermediate 
crude futures for november deliv-
ery were up 49 cents, or 0.7 per-
cent, at $71.05 a barrel on the con-
tract’s last day as the front month.

The more actively traded wTi 
futures for December delivery, 
which will soon become the front 
month, were also up 49 cents, or 
0.7 percent, to $70.53 per barrel.

both brent and wTi rose nearly 
2 percent on Monday, recouping 
some of last week’s more than 7 
percent decline, with no letup of 
fighting in the Middle east and 
the market nervous that israel’s 
expected retaliation against iran 
could disrupt oil supply.

us secretary of state antony 
blinken arrived in israel on Tues-
day, the first stop on a Middle east 

 Oil prices rise amid Mideast ceasefire push

By Wang Keju 

in a major effort aimed at deepen-
ing economic ties with africa, China 
announced recently that it will grant 
duty-free access to 100 percent of 
products originating from 33 african 
countries.

The sweeping elimination of tariffs 
is expected to significantly lower the 
cost barriers for african goods enter-
ing the Chinese market and enhance 
their overall price competitiveness, 
thus allowing african exporters to 
more effectively leverage the vast op-
portunities of the Chinese consumer 
market, experts said.

This expansion of preferential 
trade policies builds on previous 
commitments made by China. in 
2009, the nation said it would pro-
vide 95 percent tariff-free access for 
products from the least developed 
african countries that have formal 
diplomatic ties with China, in a well-
paced manner. in 2010, China started 
to apply zero tariffs on 60 percent of 
all goods from these african nations.

“by opening up our markets and 
eliminating tariffs on all products 
from these least developed african 
countries, we aim to further catalyze 
industrialization and prosperity in af-
rica through enhanced trade,” said Ye 
Hailin, dean of the China-africa insti-
tute at the Chinese academy of social 

Zero-tariffs to enhance Africa’s exports to China
cultural products seeking to enter the 
Chinese market, Ye said.

However, in contrast to the well-es-
tablished e-commerce landscapes of 
europe and north america, africa’s 
online retail market remains relative-
ly underdeveloped, Ye added.

as africa’s urbanization process 
accelerates, growing domestic con-
sumer demand, improved logistics 
infrastructure and increasing accept-
ance of e-commerce are converging 
to boost cross-border trade, Ye said.

Meanwhile, China is willing to work 
with african partners to sign a frame-
work agreement on a comprehensive 
strategic cooperative partnership. 
This would provide long-term, stable, 
and predictable institutional guar-
antees for trade and investment be-
tween China and the continent.

Trade between China and africa 
reached a historic high of $282 billion 
in 2023, representing a 1.5 percent 
increase from the previous year, said 
the Ministry of Commerce.

while the total volume of trade 
between China and africa has con-
tinued to grow, the imbalance in the 
bilateral trade structure remains an 
obstacle for sustained growth, said 
Mei Xinyu, a researcher with the Chi-
nese academy of international Trade 
and economic Cooperation.

Many african nations still primar-
ily export raw materials and unpro-

cessed commodities, while relying on 
imported industrial finished goods 
from China, a dynamic that may re-
sult in trade deficits for these coun-
tries, Mei said.

China’s imports of nuts, vegetables 
and flowers from africa saw remark-
able growth in 2023, with the respec-
tive categories increasing by 130 
percent, 32 percent, and 14 percent 
year-over-year, according to Customs 
data. at the same time, electrome-
chanical products emerged as China’s 
top exports to the african continent, 
while shipments of new energy vehi-
cles, lithium-ion batteries and photo-
voltaic products witnessed growth of 
291 percent, 109 percent and 57 per-
cent, respectively, compared to the 
previous year.

The move to grant zero-tariff treat-
ment to imports from the least devel-
oped countries in africa is expected 
to foster a more balanced and mutu-
ally beneficial trading environment, 
said wang Zhimin, a researcher at the 
academy of China open economy 
studies, which is part of the univer-
sity of international business and 
economics.

The zero-tariff initiative is also seen 
as an important gesture of south-
south cooperation and China’s will-
ingness to use its economic clout to 
support the development priorities 
of the Global south, wang added.

tour in which he will seek to revive 
talks to end the Gaza war and con-
tain the spillover conflict in leba-
non.

“Crude oil prices have been fluc-
tuating in response to mixed news 
from the Middle east, as the situa-
tion alternates between escalation 

and de-escalation,” said satoru 
Yoshida, a commodity analyst at 
Rakuten securities.

The market continued to weigh 
the implications for fuel demand 
of China’s stimulus measures and 
increased u.s. economic activity, 
he added

beijing on Monday cut bench-
mark lending rates as part of stim-
ulus measures to revive the econo-
my as data last week showed it had 
grown at the slowest pace since 
early 2023 in the third quarter.

China’s oil demand growth is 
expected to remain weak in 2025 

as the world’s no. 2 economy elec-
trifies its car fleet and grows at a 
slower pace, the head of the inter-
national energy agency said on 
Monday.

still, saudi aramco (2222.se), 
opens new tab is “fairly bullish” 
on China’s oil demand especially 

Oil storage facility

30 programmes. The subsidy resources are vi-
tally needed to create a larger, more robust self-
sustained lending model.

Quota realignment
in 2023, the iMF agreed on a 50 percent quo-

ta increase, correspondingly decreasing other 
lending pots. Domestic approvals are due in no-
vember. The us will again unfortunately be late; 
Congress should provide approval as soon as 
possible.

The iMF board must work to deliver, by mid-
2025, possible approaches to guide a quota 
realignment including a new quota formula.  
Progress isn’t expected any time soon. Quota 
shares determine voting power; those must add 
up to 100 percent. europe is overweight but in 
denial. several east asian countries are under-
weight (india, indonesia, Vietnam; China hugely). 

Many other emerging markets and developing 
countries believe their shares should rise but 
the case is questionable. Given us politics and 
tensions with China, it is difficult to imagine how 
the us could back boosting China’s share, even 
if a higher Chinese share is fully justified. block-
ing one will undermine multilateralism and fos-
ter regionalism. Protracted squabbling over the 
quota formula may become a façade for delaying 
tactics.

Regardless, with the focus on securing domes-
tic approvals for last year’s quota deal by novem-
ber, progress on quota realignment is not an an-
nual meeting issue.

Developmental and geopolitical challenges
The world bank will emphasise key develop-

mental challenges consistent with its highfalutin 
vision of eliminating extreme poverty and boost-
ing shared prosperity on a livable planet. These 

challenges are also consistent with the 
imperative of achieving the united 
nations’ 17 sustainable development 
goals and 169 associated targets, tack-
ling debt woes, domestic resource 
mobilisation, pandemic preparedness 
and others.

Progress on the evolution Roadmap 
in freeing up resources for more multi-
lateral development bank lending, in-
cluding for climate, will be welcomed 
with exhortations to do more. a key 
operational challenge is whether a 
large and robust international Devel-
opment association 21 package can be 
implemented, but that is more an is-
sue for the iDa pledging session in De-
cember than for the annual meetings.

notwithstanding the seeming calm, 
delegates behind the scenes will 
be filled with trepidation, aghast at 
mounting global risks. Could Donald 
Trump win the presidency and what 
might that mean for multilateralism, 
interdependence and the us’ role in 
the world? will tensions in the Middle 
east further escalate and drag the us 
and iran into the fray? Might oil prices 
explode or will the recent downturns 
be sustained? is there any end to Rus-
sia’s brutal war against ukraine? will 
the us and China be able to keep a lid 
on their tensions, and could Taiwan 
get thrown into the mix? will fiscal 
indiscipline in major economies jeop-
ardise global growth and financial 
stability, let alone official aid flows?

To top it off, financial markets seem 
stunningly complacent in the face of 
these daunting risks.

in light of the government’s stimu-
lus package which aims to boost 
growth, the head of the state-
owned saudi oil giant said on Mon-
day.

us crude oil stockpiles likely 
rose last week, while distillate and 
gasoline inventories were seen 
down, a preliminary Reuters poll 
showed.

The international energy agen-
cy has revised its global refinery 
runs forecast for this year to 82.8 
million b/d, down by 180,000 b/d 
from its previous estimate, also 
expecting a mere 0.6 million b/d 
year-over-year increase in 2025.

-weaker seasonal maintenance 
works have also added down-
ward pressure to refining margins, 
prompting coastal refiners to cut 
runs; asian import-dependent re-
finers in Taiwan and south Korea 
started the trend, and now span-
ish and italian refiners are slash-
ing throughput, too.

However, the us oil major 
exxonMobil mid this month an-
nounced that is moving on with 
the second stage of exploration 
in a block it operates offshore the 
Greek island of Crete after an ex-
tensive seismic survey found sev-
eral prospective plays.

A visitor (2nd L) experiences a local craft at the booth of Embassy of the Republic of Ghana during the 2024 China 
International Fair for Trade in Services in Beijing. Photo: China Daily

sciences.
in particular, the two sides have agreed to expand mar-

ket access for african agricultural products, and deepen 
collaboration in e-commerce.

China’s imports of agricultural items from africa have 
seen a sustained increase, with the value of such imports 
rising for the seventh consecutive year, Customs data 
show.

in the first seven months of this year, China imported 
25.35 billion yuan ($3.58 billion) worth of agricultural 
products from africa, a 7.2 percent increase compared to 
the same period last year. This growth rate outpaced the 
overall increase in China’s agricultural imports, according 
to the General administration of Customs.

The rapid growth of cross-border e-commerce plat-
forms is opening up new sales channels for african agri-
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Ruto urges banks to join pan-African payment system

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

WEDNESDAY 16 Oct 
 
5:00        Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00        Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap: Laws of love 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:30       Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00       Mjue zaidi
11:40       Maji Kilimanjaro 
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00        Al Jazeera
12:30       Bundesliga na DW
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00       Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40       Mapishi
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base
18:00 Hapa na Pale 
18:15      Doc rpt: Beyond Narrative Social Climate
18:30      Jarida la wanawake 
18:55      Kipindi maalum: TBS Testing
19:00      Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30 Soap: Laws of love 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Aibu Yako
21:05      Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35      Kipindi maalum: 
21:50 Ripoti maalum
22:30  Soap: Uzalo
23:00 Jiji letu 
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 17 Oct 
5:00        Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00        Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:30       Shamba lulu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00        Ripoti maalum
11:45       Kipindi maalum rpt: TBS Testing
11:55       Habari za saa

12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30       Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30       Art and Lifestyle 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru
16:30      Watoto wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Hapa na Pale
18:15      Mapishi
18:30      Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri	wako	
19:30 Soap: Laws of love
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Jiji letu
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

  
FRIDAY 18 Oct
5:00        Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00        Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:30						 Usafiri	wako
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00       Kipindi maalum: Watumishi housing
11:20       Jagina 
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Maisha ni nyumba
13:30      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na mahakama
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na mahakama
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Hapa na Pale
18:15       ITV Top 10 
19:00       Shamba lulu 
19:30 Soap: Laws of love
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00      Jiji letu
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 19 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35      Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50      Art and lifestyle
13:20      Shamba lulu
13:50      Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45      Doc rpt: Beyond Narrative Social Climate
16:10      Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Hapa na Pale 
18:10      ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00 Jungu kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Kipindi maalum: Tatu Mzuka 
21:15      Igizo: Haikufuma
21:45      Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa Min Jackpot
21:55      Art and Lifestyle
22:15 ITV Top 10
23:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30     Al Jazeera
 
SUNDAY 20 Oct 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45      Mjue zaidi
13:30					 	Usafiri	wako
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Hapa na Pale
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00 Habari
21:05 Doc: Beyond Narrative Driving School
21:20      Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa Jackpot
21:40 Mjue Zaidi
22:15      Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30     Al jazeera

CAPITAL
Wed 16 Oct

06:00  Al jazeera
09:00  Kumekucha Michezo rpt

10:00  Meza Huru Rpt
11:30  Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30  Our Earth
13:00 Telenovela In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00 Capchat
15:00  Out& About rpt
15:30  Special Pgm : Historia ya Mwl.Nyerere.
16:00 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Special Pgm : Mwl.Nyerere tanu na ASP
20:00 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#76
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  17 Oct
06:00  Al Jazeera
09:00  Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00  Meza Huru Rpt
11:30  Spots gazette
12:00  Innovation
12:30  Culinary delight rpt
13:00 Telenovela rpt: In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00  Our Earth rpt
14:30  DW news Africa rpt
15:00  Beyond the Narrative rpt
15:45  Décor Rpt
16:00 Tommorrow Today
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Out & About Rpt
19;30  Mwl.Nyerere Tanu na ASP
20:00  Our Earth Rpt
20:45  Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#77
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  18 Oct
06:00  Al Jazeera
09:00  Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00  Meza Huru Rpt
11:30  Capchat
12:30  Décor Rpt
13:00 Telenovela In Love With Ramon rpt
14:00 Culinary  rpt
14:30  Ripoti Maalum
15:00  Dk 45 rpt
16:00 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:00  Beyond the Narrative 
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: In Love With Ramon ep#78
21:30 Capital Prime News 

22:00  Mwl.Nyerere Kilimanjaro Hotel
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 19 Oct
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00  Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00  Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30  Telenovela: In Love With Ramon rpt
17:15 Beyond the Narrative rpt
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism
20:30  Tommorrow Today
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Capchat Rpt
23:00   Al Jazeera
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  20 Oct
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Dw
12:00 Out & About Extra rpt 12:30  

Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Dw 
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Beyond the Narrative rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Out n’about rpt
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00  Jagina
20:30  Out & About Extra
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat 
22:15 Telenovela rpt: In Love With Ramon  rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

NAIROBI

Kenyan President william Ruto (pictured)  is urg-
ing commercial banks to expedite plans to sign on to 
the Pan-african Payments and settlement systems 
(Papss) to avoid using the dollar.

The Papss agreement signed on september 29, 
2023, features Kenya, Djibouti, Ghana, Guinea, Libe-
ria, nigeria, sierra Leone, The Gambia, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe.“we want to reduce our transaction costs, 
especially for products and trade that are trans-
ferred,” President Ruto said at the official launch of 
the Micro, small and Medium enterprises accelerator 
programme and the release of the Banking industry 
Total Tax Contribution Report on wednesday at the 
Kenyatta international Convention Centre in nairobi.

He pointed out that africa losses over $5 billion in 
payment transaction costs each year.

“with the Papss, we can sell and buy products from 
the continent in our local currencies,” he said.“not 
many banks are using that system. i want to encourage 
more banks to join the system. it is good for you. it reduc-
es your transaction costs, reduces unnecessary exchange 
rate issues and helps us pay for products from different 
countries. Our traders don’t have to run around trying to 
change money from currency to another,” he said.

Raimond Molenje, acting Kenya Bankers association 
CeO, said the banks were keen to join the system.“we 
are having a meeting with the Central Bank of Kenya to 
ensure that we have a national switch to the system. we 
need to have a central payment system in the country so 
that we can trade with other east african countries,” he 
said.

The Papss was launched in 2019 by the african Con-
tinental Free Trade area (afCFTa) to create a single 
market facilitated by movement of persons, liberali-
sation of markets in africa, and boost intra-african 
trade.

afreximbank on september 28, 2021announced 
the formal rollout of the system to serve as a conti-
nentwide platform for the processing, clearing and 
settling of intra-african trade and commerce pay-
ments.

DuBAI 

as Dubai real estate heads for another new peak in 
2024, property sector growth is set to continue over the 
next two years, with a record 90,000 new homes entering 
the market during this period.

Of these, 41,800 new units set to enter the market in 
2025 - a record for a single year - thus taking its total to 
48,400 in 2026, according to figures released by Dubai-
based fäm Properties ahead of The Game Changers - 
Dubai Real estate summit.

Taking place at the Coca Cola arena on October 24, the 
summit is designed to provide aspiring professionals with 
expert advice on succeeding in Dubai’s competitive real 
estate market.

The influx of new properties reflects Dubai’s robust 
commitment to expansion and growth, thus underlining 
the market’s capacity to keep pace with demand, with 
1,034 projects, adding up to a total of 288,020 units, cur-
rently under construction.

Meanwhile, the all-time high of 101,654 yearly launched 
units set in 2023 looks set to be eclipsed, with the total for 
2024 currently standing at 99,779, and counting.

speaking ahead of the event, Firas al Msaddi, the CeO 
of fäm Properties, said: “There are 41,800 new units set to 
enter the market in 2025 - a record for a single year – rising 
to 48,400 in 2026. Meanwhile, the number of units deliv-
ered in 2027 and beyond will likely be driven by projects 
launched in 2025 onwards, pointing towards continued 
activity in the years to come.”

“The market’s ability to keep up with demand is also 
shown by the consistency we’re seeing in the volume of 
yearly launched properties. The total soared by more than 
81% year on year in 2023, and that level is being matched 
this year,” he added.

at the event, al Msaddi will share the stage with top us 
broker and reality TV star, Ryan serhant, and Dr Mahmoud 
alBurai, Dubai Land Department’s senior Director, Real 
estate Policies and innovation, who will deliver insights on 
the future structure of the emirate’s property sector.

“with the rapid growth that we’re seeing, real estate 
developers and contractors are facing increasing pres-
sure to streamline their procurement processes,” stated 
al Msaddi.

Dubai to deliver 90,000 
new homes in two years

HARARE

MORe than 1,000 rural institutions have been con-
nected in the Midlands Province of Zimbabwe, cover-
ing schools, clinics, business centres, villages, farms and 
chiefs’ homesteads. 

This is according to the Minister of state for Provincial 
affairs and Devolution, Midlands, Owen ncube.

ncube was at the launch of Gweru Provincial Hospital 
LeD Retrofit Project by the Zimbabwe energy Regulatory 
authority (ZeRa), in Gatawa Clinic, Lower Gweru. The 
initiative aims to bring electricity to remote areas in com-
munities and enhance the infrastructure and sustainabil-
ity of hospitals.

The programme focuses on energy efficiency and al-
ternative energy technologies in remote areas of Zimba-
bwe. 

ncube said the project comes as a major relief to both 
patients and nurses, “marking the end of using candles 
and torches during the night when attending to patients. 

“Furthermore, the power will allow for storage of vi-
tal drugs in refrigerators and attract and retain qualified 
staff due to improved conditions of service,” he said. 

He added that the programme resonates with the 
second Republic’s modernisation and industrialisation 
agenda, which underpins the attainment of an upper-
middle-income society earlier than 2030, as envisioned 
by the President of the Republic of Zimbabwe emmerson 
Mnangagwa, as they pursue rural industrialisation, mod-
ernisation and quality health service delivery.He said 
the dispensation is struck with the need to promote uni-
versal access to sustainable energy before 2030 as part 
of a larger people-centred development trajectory that 
leaves no one and no place behind in our efforts to trans-
form community livelihoods and build the economy.

“in this regard, guided by the Devolution and Decen-
tralisation agenda implemented by the second Republic, 
ZeRa has decentralised to the Midlands Province to en-
sure timely and swift responses to energy issues.

“Promotion of energy efficiency and projects such as 
this one we are launching today is critical in reducing 
electricity imports, energy bills, and carbon emissions.”

Alternative power to benefit 
Zimbabwe’s rural healthcare 

BENGHAZI
THe presidency of Libya’s eastern-based parliament ap-

proved on Monday the appointment of a new board of direc-
tors of the central bank, after a new governor and his deputy 
were agreed last month, a parliament spokesman said.

spokesman abdullah Belhaiq posted the decision on 
social media platform X. The decision shows that the new 
board of directors includes six members.

naji issa was approved last month by Libya’s two legisla-
tive bodies, the House of Representatives in eastern Beng-
hazi and the High state Council in Tripoli, as the new central 
bank governor replacing sadiq al-Kabir, who was ousted by 
the head of Tripoli-based Presidential Council, Mohamed 
Menfi. Mari Muftah Rahil Barrasi was approved as deputy 
governor. Menfi’s move led to a crisis that has slashed the 
country’s oil output when the parallel administration in the 
east announced in aug. 26 the closure of production and ex-
ports in a protest.

after issa’s approval by the two bodies, the parallel admin-
istration announced the reopening of all oilfields. Then the 
state oil firm, national Oil Corporation (nOC), said in a state-
ment it had lifted force majeure at all oilfields and terminals 
as of Oct. 3.

Libya approves central 
bank board of directors
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Kazan 

Prime minister Narendra modi met russian President 
Vladimir Putin here for bilateral meeting yesterday and 
said india believes that Ukraine conflict should be re-
solved in a peaceful manner and is ready to provide all 
possible cooperation.

He said india’s efforts give priority to humanity.
“i have been in constant touch with you on the subject 

of the ongoing conflict between russia and Ukraine. As i 
have said earlier, we believe that the problems should be 
resolved in a peaceful manner. We fully support the early 
establishment of peace and stability. All our efforts give 
priority to humanity. india is ready to provide all possible 
cooperation in the times to come,” he said.

russia and Ukarine have been engaged in a conflict 
since February 2022.

in a joint statement following the annual summit in July 
this year in moscow, india and russia

highlighted the imperative of peaceful resolution of the 
conflict around Ukraine through dialogue and diplomacy 
including engagement between both parties.

They noted with appreciation relevant proposals of 
mediation and good offices aimed at peaceful resolution 
of the conflict in accordance with international law and 
on the basis of the UN Charter in its entirety and totality.

in his remarks during bilateral meeting with President 
Putin on

Tuesday, Pm modi also said that his two visits to rus-
sia in the last three months reflect close coordination and 
deep friendship between the two countries and he looks 
forward to take part in the BriCS Summit.

“my two visits to russia in the last three months reflect 
our close coordination and deep friendship. Our Annual 
Summit in moscow in July has strengthened our coopera-
tion in every field...in 15 years, the BriCS has created its 
special identity and now many countries of the world 
want to join it. i am looking forward to participating in 
the BriCS Summit tomorrow,” he said.

The Prime minister said the opening of india’s new con-
sulate in Kazan will further strengthen ties between india 
and the russian city.

“i express my heartfelt gratitude for your friendship, 
warm welcome and hospitality. it is a matter of great 
pleasure for me to have the opportunity to visit a beauti-
ful city like Kazan for the BriCS Summit. india has deep 
and historical ties with this city. The opening of india’s 
new consulate in Kazan will further strengthen these 
ties,” he said.

Pm modi reached russia today to attend the 16th BriCS 
Summit.

in his departure statement, Pm modi said that india 
values the close cooperation within BriCS which has 
emerged as an important platform for dialogue and dis-
cussion on issues concerning the global developmental 
agenda, reformed multilateralism, climate change, eco-
nomic cooperation, building resilient supply chains, pro-
moting cultural and people to people connect, among 
others.

The expansion of BriCS with the addition of new mem-
bers last year has added to its inclusivity and agenda for 
the global good, he said.

“Building upon the Annual Summit held in July 2024 in 
moscow, my visit to Kazan will further reinforce the Spe-
cial and Privileged Strategic Partnership between india 
and russia. i look forward to meeting other leaders from 
BriCS as well,” he added.

Pm modi will also have bilateral meetings on the side-
lines of the BriCS Summit.           ANI

Problems should be resolved in 
peaceful manner, India ready to provide 
all possible cooperation, says PM ModiWORLD

Harris, Trump pick up the pace 
two weeks to Election Day

War has knocked Gaza back to the 1950s, UNDP says

CAIRO 

iSrAeli military forces be-
sieged hospitals and shelters 
for displaced people in the 
northern Gaza Strip on mon-
day as they stepped up their 
operations, preventing criti-
cal aid from reaching civilians, 
residents and medics said.

Troops rounded up men 
and ordered women to leave 
the Jabalia historic refugee 
camp, they said. An israeli 
airstrike on a house in Jabalia 
killed five people and wound-
ed several others, medics said.

The UN Palestinian refugee 

agency UNrWA said israeli 
authorities were preventing 
humanitarian missions from 
reaching areas in the north of 
the Palestinian enclave with 
critical supplies, including 
medicine and food.

“People attempting to flee 
are getting killed, their bod-
ies left on the street,” UNrWA 
head Philippe lazzarini said 
on X.

medics at the indonesian 
Hospital told reuters that is-
raeli troops stormed a school 
and detained the men be-
fore setting it ablaze. The fire 
reached hospital generators 

and caused a power outage, 
they added.

Health officials said they 
had refused orders by the 
israeli army, which started a 
new incursion into the terri-
tory’s north over two weeks 
ago, to evacuate the three hos-
pitals in the area or leave the 
patients unattended.

later on monday, Hussam 
Abu Safiya, director of Kamal 
Adwan Hospital said at least 
two critically wounded pa-
tients at the facility’s intensive 
care unit died because of the 
lack of medical supplies.

“The hospital’s blood units 

have run out completely... 
We are implementing a prior-
ity treatment method for pa-
tients. This is the reality,” said 
Abu Safiya in a video message 
to media outlets.

Troops remained outside 
the hospital but did not enter, 
they said. medics at a second 
hospital, Kamal Adwan, re-
ported heavy israeli fire near 
the hospital at night.

“The army is burning the 
schools next to the hospital, 
and no one can enter or leave 
the hospital,” said one nurse 
at the indonesian Hospital, 
who asked not to be named.

Palestinian health officials 
said at least 18 people had 
been killed in Jabalia and 
eight elsewhere in Gaza in is-
raeli strikes. 

The israeli military said in 
a statement its troops had 
dismantled infrastructure 
and tunnel shafts and killed 
alleged fighters in the Jabalia 
area.

Troops had helped thou-
sands of civilians to evacu-
ate safely through organized 
routes, it said, contradicting 
reports from the UN aid agen-
cy. israel was in contact with 
the international community 

and Gaza’s healthcare system 
to ensure hospital emergency 
services were operating, it 
said.

last week, the United States 
told israel it must take steps 
in the next month to improve 
the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza or face potential restric-
tions on US military aid.

israel has intensified its 
campaigns both in Gaza and 
lebanon after the killing of 
Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar 
last week had raised hopes of 
an opening for ceasefire talks 
to end more than a year of 
conflict.

it has vowed to eradicate 
Hamas, the group who for-
merly controlled Gaza and 
whose attack on israel last 
year triggered the war, but 
in doing so has laid waste to 
much of the territory and 
killed tens of thousands of 
people. more than 1.9 million 
people have been left desti-
tute and desperate for food.

“We are facing death by 
bombs, by thirst and hunger,” 
said raed, a resident of Jabalia 
camp. “Jabalia is being wiped 
out and there is no witness to 
the crime, the world is blind-
ing its eyes.” Agencies

BROOKFIELD, Wisconsin/SWAN-
NANOA, North Carolina

DemOCrATiC presidential candidate 
Kamala Harris and her republican rival, 
Donald Trump, delivered radically dif-
ferent messages on the US campaign 
trail on monday as they sought to win 
over undecided voters in the two weeks 
before election Day.

Vice-President Harris, campaigning 
alongside republican former lawmaker 
liz Cheney, attempted to convince con-
servative, suburban women in three 
midwestern battleground states that 
former President Trump was a threat 
to abortion rights, national security and 
democracy.

As the election draws closer, Harris 
has been sharpening her attacks on 
Trump’s fitness for office, often calling 
him “unstable” or “unhinged” and ques-
tioning his temperament.

“in many, many ways Donald Trump is 
an unserious man, but the consequenc-
es of him being president of the United 
States are brutally serious,” Harris, 60, 
said at an event in malvern, Pennsylva-
nia, one of seven battleground states ex-
pected to decide the winner of the Nov 
5 election.

Trump, 78, frequently rejects any no-
tion that he is a threat to democracy, 
arguing it is Democrats who are the 
real threat because of the criminal in-
vestigations he and his allies have faced 
for their attempts to overturn his 2020 

election loss.
While Harris was suggesting Trump 

was unfit for office, the former presi-
dent was questioning the Biden admin-
istration’s competence.

During one of several stops on mon-
day in ultra-competitive North Carolina, 
Trump urged supporters in the hurri-
cane-battered mountains to go to the 
polls despite the hardships they were 
facing.

He also renewed his criticisms of the 
emergency management agency FemA 
and sought to relate to working-class 
supporters by praising his nonstop ef-
forts on his own behalf.

“i’ve done 52 days without a day off, 
which a lot of these people would re-
spect,” Trump said at a lectern backed 
by rubble from massive floods that hit 
the area last month.

With opinion polls showing a close 
race, the two candidates are picking 
up the pace, their frenzied campaign 
schedules underlining the importance 
of small pockets of voters that could put 
either candidate over the top. 

God and conscience
Trump ended his day at an evangelical 

Christian event in Concord, North Caro-
lina, telling a crowd he likes to think that 
during the failed assassination attempt 
against him on July 13 in Butler, Pennsyl-
vania, he was saved by being “knocked 
to the ground by a supernatural hand.”

in his remarks, he avoided using some 

BERLIN

THe war between israel and Hamas 
has devastated the Palestinian economy 
and left nearly all of Gaza’s population 
in poverty, with quality of life indicators 
such as health and education knocked 
back 70 years, the United Nations’ devel-
opment agency said on Tuesday.

launching a study on the war’s socio-
economic impacts, the UNDP’s Chitose 
Noguchi said the economy of the Pales-
tinian territories - the Gaza Strip and the 
israeli-occupied West Bank - was now 35 
percent smaller than it was at the start of 
israel’s invasion of Gaza a year ago.

By some measures the poverty level in 
Gaza was now approaching 100 percent 
as a result of the disruption, with unem-
ployment now at 80 percent, Noguchi 
said.

“The state of Palestine is experiencing 
unprecedented levels of setbacks,” she 
told a UN press conference in Geneva 
over a sometimes crackling line from 
Deir Al-Balah. “For Gaza, reversing de-
velopment by an estimated 70 years to 
1955.”

even under optimal conditions, with 
international aid remaining at current 
levels and flowing into Gaza and the West 
Bank unhindered, it would still take at 
least a decade for economic output to re-
cover to pre-war levels, she said.

The war, launched by israel after at-
tacks by Hamas on israeli territory on Oct 
7 last year that killed about 1,200 people, 
has brought immense destruction to the 
Gaza Strip.

Hospitals under fire as Israeli forces deepen operations in northern Gaza

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the 16th BRICS Summit, in 
Kazan yesterday. ANI

of the off-color rhetoric he has been 
using in recent speeches. He said as 
he looks back on his life, “i now rec-
ognize that it’s been the hand of God 
leading me to where i am today.”

evangelical leader Franklin Graham 
offered a prayer that Trump be elect-
ed.

“rallies and positive poll numbers 
are not going to win this election,” Gra-
ham said. “it’s going to be God.”

Trump’s visit to North Carolina co-
incided with concerns among his re-
publican allies that crippling damage 
from storm Helene will depress turn-
out in the battleground state’s conser-
vative mountain regions.

The area hit hardest by Helene is 
deeply republican. Trump won about 
62 percent of the vote in 2020 in the 25 
counties declared to be a disaster area 
after Helene, while Biden won about 51 
percent in the remainder of the state, 
according to a reuters analysis.

“Obviously, we want them to vote 
but we want them to live and survive 
and be happy and healthy, because 
this is really a tragedy,” Trump said at 
a campaign stop in Swannanoa, popu-
lation 5,300, after touring areas de-
stroyed by the storm. 

At an event with Harris in royal 
Oak, michigan, Cheney sought to give 
republicans who are on the fence per-

mission to support the Democrat with-
out worry of reprisal.

“i certainly have many republicans 
who will say to me, ‘i can’t be public.’ 
They do worry about a whole range of 
things, including violence, but they’ll 
do the right thing,” Cheney said. “And 
i would just remind people, if you’re 
at all concerned, you can vote your 
conscience and not ever have to say a 
word to anybody.”

later, in Brookfield, Wisconsin, 
Cheney described herself as “pro-life” 
but said she was troubled by state 
abortion restrictions that had prevent-
ed women from getting the care they 
needed.

Cheney and her father Dick Cheney, 
who was vice president under Presi-
dent George W. Bush and is still vilified 
by many Democrats for his defense of 
the US invasion of iraq, are staunch 
conservatives and two of the most 
prominent republicans to have en-
dorsed Harris.

in a post on his Truth Social plat-
form on monday, Trump called liz 
Cheney “dumb as a rock” and a “war 
hawk.” He accused her of wanting to 
go to war with “every muslim coun-
try known to mankind” just like her 
father, who he called “the man that 
ridiculously pushed Bush to go to war 
in the middle east.” Agencies

Schools, hospitals and other essential infrastructure have been 
razed to the ground. Nearly 43,000 Palestinians have been killed in 
Gaza, according to health ministry figures.

Palestinian children stand next to tents at a make-shift camp for the internally displaced in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip on Oct 
17, 2024.  AFP

Some 3.3 million Palestinians, 2.3 million of them 
in Gaza and 1.5 million of them children, need ur-
gent humanitarian assistance, the report said.

This combination of pictures created on Oct 16, 2024 shows US Vice-President and 
Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris in Erie, Pennsylvania, on Oct 14, 
2024 and former US President and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump in 
Cumming, Georgia, on Oct 15, 2024. AFP
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world news

DUBAI
Kian akram al Jaf, 

head of mission of the 
sub-regional office for 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and Yemen at 
the Food and agricul-
ture organization (Fao), 
highlighted the pivotal 
role of the United arab 
emirates in enhancing 
food security, through 
the launch of the first 
regional Centre of excel-
lence for Transforming 
Food systems.

The center, launched 
in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Climate 
Change and environ-
ment (MoCCae) and the 
Fao, is expected to play 
a pivotal role in driving 
innovation and strategic 
transformation in food 
systems across the re-
gion.

speaking to emirates 
news agency (waM) on 
the sidelines of his par-
ticipation in the dubai 

FAO official: UAE plays pivotal role in enhancing food security, sustainability

BEIJING

 The 16th BriCs summit will kick off 
on Tuesday in russia’s Kazan, marking 
the first face-to-face gathering among 
leaders of the grouping after its historic 
expansion.

in this multicultural city, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and his BriCs colleagues 
will chart the course for “greater BriCs 
cooperation.”

during the three-day summit, the lead-
ers are expected to forge consensus on 
consolidating joint efforts for common 
development, push for vibrant multilat-
eral cooperation, and offer their wisdom 
for building a better world for all.

PROSPERITY FOR ALL
“our main goal is to provide an under-

standable and very clear service platform 
for BriCs and BriCs plus countries ... to 
enter the Chinese market,” Mekhri aliev, 
executive director of the institute for 
digital economy and artificial systems 
(ideas) at BriCs Partnership on new in-
dustrial revolution (Partnir) innovation 
Center, told Xinhua.

while addressing the 12th BriCs sum-
mit via video link in november 2020, Xi 
announced China’s plan to set up an inno-
vation center in Xiamen, a city in China’s 
eastern province of Fujian, for a BriCs 
partnership on the new industrial revolu-
tion.

after the innovation center was 
launched a month later, ideas became 
one of the first projects promoted and 
signed by the BriCs Partnir innovation 
Center.

Besides advancing BriCs collaboration, 
the innovation center has been devoted 
to nurture talent. since 2023, it has held 
more than 10 training sessions, drawing 
more than 100 participants from across 
over 70 countries. among them, sessions 
tailored for the eight priority areas of the 
Global development initiative were par-
ticularly popular.

The BriCs mechanism provides great 
opportunities for the development of 

‘Greater BRICS cooperation’ contributes vitality, wisdom to global governance

BEIJING

 as BriCs leaders convene in 
russia’s city of Kazan, the world is 
grappling with overlapping global 
challenges like geopolitical tensions, 
climate change, food security, and 
financial instability.

The newly expanded group is ex-
pected to strengthen cooperation 
among nations of the Global south 
and advance efforts to face those 
challenges and improve global gov-
ernance toward greater equity and 
inclusiveness. 

BriCs is not merely a political or 
economic cooperation mechanism 
but a platform for diverse nations to 
work together on common goals of 
development and prosperity. 

its expansion reflects the consen-
sus within the Global south that a 
wider array of voices must be includ-
ed in addressing the complex issues 
facing the world today. This inclusive 
approach offers a valuable comple-
ment to existing global institutions. 

while organizations such as the 
United nations and the world Bank 
remain crucial, BriCs brings new 
energy and perspectives by prioritiz-
ing the needs and aspirations of the 

Global south.
a key contribution of BriCs lies in 

its efforts to advance inclusive eco-
nomic globalization. For decades, the 
benefits of global economic growth 
have disproportionately flowed to 
the west, leaving much of the devel-
oping world on the margins. 

Closer and enlarged BriCs coop-
eration promises to rebalance this 
dynamic by promoting investment, 
infrastructure development, and 
trade that align with the specific pri-
orities of the Global south. 

The expansion of BriCs further 
reinforces its commitment to inclu-
siveness by bringing in new mem-
bers from diverse political and eco-
nomic backgrounds, ensuring that 
underrepresented regions have a 
greater voice in global affairs. 

BriCs’ dedication to inclusive-
ness, common development, and 
shared progress also demonstrates 
a commitment to strengthening 
multilateralism at a time when glob-
al cooperation is in dire need. as 
geopolitical tensions and economic 
uncertainties grow, the ability of di-
verse nations to come together and 
find common ground is more impor-
tant than ever. Xinhua

international Food safety Conference 
at the dubai world Trade Centre, al Jaf 
said that MoCCae and dubai Munici-
pality are key partners in promoting 
sustainable agriculture and reducing 
food waste. “These partnerships reflect 
the Uae’s commitment to enhancing 
food security and achieving sustain-

ability, thereby contributing to creat-
ing a conducive environment for long-
term food security.”

al Jaf also underscored Fao’s sup-
port for the Uae’s national Food secu-
rity strategy 2051, aimed at positioning 
the country as a global leader in this 
field by enhancing food system sustain-

Closer BRICS cooperation promises more inclusive development

ABU DHABI

The organizing Committee 
of the Global Media Congress 
(GMC) 2024 has announced 
the opening of online regis-
tration for visitors and repre-
sentatives of local, regional, 
and international media to 
participate in the third edi-
tion of the congress.

held under the patronage 
of h.h. sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed al nahyan, vice-presi-
dent, deputy prime minister 
and chairman of the Presiden-
tial Court, the congress is set 
to take place over nov 26-28 at 
adneC in abu dhabi.

The third edition of the 
congress will witness broad 
participation from represent-
atives of the government and 
private sectors, the media, 
academia, and the content 
industry.

organized by adneC in 
strategic partnership with 
the emirates news agency 

(waM), the GMC program 
features prominent speakers 
engaging in interactive panel 
discussions. 

These discussions will ex-
plore the future of the media 
sector, exploring global best 
practices and key topics such 
as the role of artificial intel-
ligence, advanced technolo-
gies, and cutting-edge innova-
tions in shaping the industry’s 
future.

Jamal Mohammed obaid al 
Kaabi, acting director-general 
of waM and chairman of the 
organizing Committee of the 
GMC 2024, emphasized the 
congress’s transformative role 
as a platform for dialogue, 
idea exchange, and experi-
ence sharing. 

These contributions shape 
the future of media, promote 
sustainable development, and 
unlock the vast opportunities 
within the sector.

 additionally, the congress 
facilitates the exchange of 

expertise on global media 
production best practices, so-
lidifying the Uae’s stature as a 
global media hub.

al Kaabi further noted that 
the congress’s third edition 

occurs at a time of rapid ad-
vancements in media tech-
nology, particularly ai. he af-
firmed that the future belongs 
to those who embrace flexibil-
ity, pursue development, and 

invest in human capital for 
innovation. 

This context provides an 
ideal platform for the con-
gress to foster the exchange 
of ideas and experiences and 

showcase the latest technolo-
gies and innovations in the 
media industry. Through a 
comprehensive program of 
events, dialogues, and panel 
discussions, the congress 
aims to create a more inclu-
sive and creative media land-
scape.

humaid Matar al dhaheri, 
managing director and group 
chief executive officer of ad-
neC Group, stated, “we are 
proud of our strategic part-
nership with waM in organ-
izing the Global Media Con-
gress once again as a vital 
global platform that enables 
executives, experts, and pro-
fessionals in the media sector 
to explore its future and chart 
its creative, professional, and 
economic directions.”

he explained that adneC’s 
organization of the congress 
contributes to consolidat-
ing abu dhabi’s stature as a 
leading global destination for 
hosting major international 

events.
The GMC, in light of the 

rapidly evolving media land-
scape, drives transformative 
changes in the global crea-
tive industries sector. By pre-
senting innovative ideas and 
forward-thinking solutions, 
the congress addresses antici-
pated challenges and fosters 
partnerships among media 
institutions worldwide. These 
collaborations empower me-
dia platforms to adapt to in-
dustry dynamics and achieve 
long-term sustainability and 
profitability.

The congress will host an 
accompanying exhibition 
showcasing cutting-edge 
technologies, products, and 
services from leading interna-
tional and local brands serv-
ing the media industry. inno-
vative start-up companies will 
also be featured, contributing 
to the dynamic atmosphere 
and highlighting emerging 
trends in the sector.

Global Media Congress 2024 opens registration

ability, increasing local production, 
ensuring food safety. “This is fully 
supporting the Uae’s ‘Plant the emir-
ates’ initiative launched by his high-
ness sheikh Mohammed bin rashid 
al Maktoum, vice-president, prime 
minister and ruler of dubai, to en-
hance agricultural development and 
improve food security in the Uae.”

he added that Fao collaborates 
with the Uae on capacity-building 
programs and data analysis to en-
hance food security measures and 
align with international best practic-
es. “This emphasizes the importance 
of global cooperation in addressing 
global challenges related to food 
security, including climate change, 
conflicts, and economic crises, as 733 
million people worldwide are facing 
hunger.”

he highlighted the importance of 
celebrating world Food day as part 
of the oct 16 celebrations, empha-
sizing sustainable food systems and 
dubai’s efforts in promoting sustain-
able agriculture and reducing food 
waste, aligning with the country’s 
commitment to enhancing food se-
curity and achieving sustainability.

  Agencies

A farmer waters potted pineapple plants at a greenhouse in al-Awir desert in the Gulf emirate 
of Dubai on July 7, 2022.  AFP

Speakers participate in a panel discussion themed “Print Media: Is there light at the end of the digital tun-
nel?” during the Global Media Congress 2023 in Abu Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates, on Nov 16, 2023. 

countries and that of qualified human resources, 
said Jose orlando Gomes, an industrial engineer-
ing professor at Federal University of rio de Ja-
neiro. “we need to train our new talents ... and 
we need more cooperation to have a sustainable 
future.”

The inception of the innovation center is a 
testimony to BriCs countries’ focus on develop-
ment and cooperation. Ushering in a new era 
for greater BriCs cooperation, BriCs countries 
have been pooling more efforts in such areas as 
digital economy, green development and supply 
chains.

“we need to promote development and pros-
perity for all,” Xi said in a speech read out by 
Chinese Commerce Minister wang wentao at 
the BriCs Business Forum 2023, adding that 
with perseverance, hard work and huge sacri-
fices, many emerging markets and developing 
countries succeeded in gaining independence, 
and “everything we do is to deliver better lives 
to our people.”

Today, a growing number of countries are ap-
plying for BriCs membership, and many show 
huge interest in participating BriCs cooperation 
for the benefit of their people. Thailand, among 

others, announced its application in June.
“Joining BriCs will benefit Thailand in many 

ways, including advancing cooperation with 
other developing countries and increasing its 
influence in the international arena,” said Tang 
Zhimin, director of China asean studies at the 
Bangkok-based Panyapiwat institute of Manage-
ment.

BriCs “has become an engine of growth for 
the world economy and plays an important role 
in global policymaking,” Tang added.

WIN-WIN COMMUNITY
The new development Bank (ndB) set up by 

BriCs has delivered impressive achievements 
since its establishment nine years ago. head-
quartered in shanghai, it has cumulatively ap-
proved loans of 35 billion U.s. dollars for more 
than 100 projects.

The ndB is a flagship project of BriCs coop-
eration supported and promoted by Xi. as the 
first multilateral development bank established 
by emerging economies, the ndB provides fi-
nancing support for infrastructure development, 
clean energy, environmental protection, and the 
building of cyber infrastructure across BriCs 

countries.
during talks with ndB President dilma 

rousseff in october 2023, Xi said that as 
an important emerging force in the inter-
national financial system, the ndB should 
play its due role, and build itself into a 
new-type multilateral development insti-
tution in the 21st century that works to 
make the international financial system 
fairer and more equitable and effectively 
enhance the representation and say of 
emerging markets and developing coun-
tries.

in recent years, the ndB has been com-
mitted to south-south cooperation in an 
efficient and pragmatic manner. Funding 
a raft of projects ranging from india’s ur-
ban rail to Brazil’s wind power complexes 
and China’s roads development, it has set 
a benchmark for multilateral cooperation 
and made substantial contributions to im-
proving global governance.

in august, the ndB signed a 5 billion 
rand (284 million dollars) loan agreement 
with Transnet, south africa’s leading 
freight transport and logistics company, 
to support the modernization and im-
provement of its freight rail sector.

By financing in south africa’s local 
currency, the ndB demonstrates its 
commitment to promoting local cur-
rency financing among its member 
countries. This approach better serves 
the interests of emerging markets and 
developing countries, and enhances 
their financial resilience.

expanding the use of local curren-
cies is one of the ndB’s key strategic 
objectives, rousseff said at the 9th ndB 
annual Meeting in august.

“The use of local currency is ... one 
strategic option,” she said, adding that 
the bank aims to provide 30 percent of 
total financing in the local currencies 
of borrowing members.

MORE JUST WORLD ORDER
“BriCs countries need to champion 

the spirit of inclusiveness, advocate 
peaceful coexistence and harmony 

between civilizations, and promote re-
spect of all countries in independently 
choosing their modernization paths,” 
Xi addressed the 15th BriCs summit in 
Johannesburg in august last year.

he urged BriCs countries to make 
good use of various mechanisms to 
deepen people-to-people exchanges 
and strengthen the bond between their 
peoples.

Through the years, BriCs countries 
have created a variety of platforms, 
notably the BriCs Media summit, the 
BriCs seminar on Governance, the 
BriCs Civilization dialogue, and the 
BriCs Young leaders Forum, to fa-
cilitate dialogue and communication 
among officials, scholars and youth.

Vasiliy Pushkov, director of the direc-
torate of international Cooperation of 
the international information agency 
and radio sputnik, said that the BriCs 
mechanism represents multipolarity, 
and diverse interests and civilizations.

BriCs countries should continue to 
strengthen their solidarity and coop-
eration, enhance mutual understand-
ing and dialogue among civilizations, 
and continue to amplify the voice of 
the majority of people on this planet, 
Pushkov said.

“The vast majority of the world’s 
population is interested in and enthu-
siastic about this shift towards a more 
balanced and representative global 
governance system,” said Carlos Marti-
nez, a British author and political com-
mentator.

noting that BriCs has emerged as 
“the core of this multipolar world” 
alongside other global and regional or-
ganizations, Martinez said, “it is essen-
tial to move away from the dominance 
of western voices and allow countries 
from the Global south to have a mean-
ingful say in international relations.”

“BriCs, with its focus on inclusivity 
and equality, serves as a shining star of 
this new type of international relations,” 
he said.    Xinhua

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s plane arrives in Kazan, Russia yesterday. Xi arrived in Kazan for the 16th BRICS 
Summit at the invitation of President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin. Xinhua
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By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

MASHUJAA FC emerged triumphant 
with a commanding 3-0 win over Ken 
Gold FC in an NBC Premier League 
match held on Monday at the Lake 
Tanganyika Stadium in Kigoma. 

The victory not only delighted the 
home fans but also lifted Mashujaa 
to the sixth position in the league 
standings.

The head coach of Mashujaa FC, 
Mohamed Abdallah ‘Bares’ (pictured), 
praised his team’s performance, 
particularly highlighting the 
importance of securing all three points 
despite having struggled with goal-
scoring in previous matches.

“Although one goal could have been 
enough, the most important thing is 
to collect all three points. In the past 
games, we struggled to score, but today, 
the boys corrected their mistakes and 
managed to score three goals,” Bares 
said after the match.

The coach explained that the 
team started the match with a 3-5-2 
formation, which allowed the wingers 
to contribute both offensively and 
defensively. 

However, he acknowledged that 
after the initial ten minutes, Mashujaa 
began to lose possession, and Ken Gold 
put up a resilient fight.

“In the second half, we came back 
with more energy and corrected our 
earlier mistakes, which helped us 
secure the win. 

“Kengold is a good team; they are 
known for using long balls to launch 
quick attacks, but we managed to 
adjust during the game, and this 
proved to be crucial,” he noted.

The coach emphasized that the 
team’s success was largely due to 
tactical changes made during the 
match and their ability to exploit some 
of Ken Gold’s weaknesses. 

“We cannot overlook the fact 
that Ken Gold played well, and we 
congratulate them for their efforts. But 
our strategic adjustments helped us, 
especially in the second half where we 
controlled possession and were more 
effective,” he added.

Mashujaa FC’s victory was 
spearheaded by striker Ismail 
Mohamed Mgunda, who netted two 
goals during the game. 

Mgunda opened the scoring in the 
eighth minute with a well-placed shot 
that set the tone for the rest of the 
match. 

He doubled Mashujaa’s lead just 
before halftime, converting a penalty 
in the 45th minute to give his side a 
comfortable advantage going into the 

Coach Bares credits tactical 
adjustments for Mashujaa 
FC’s 3-0 win over Ken Gold 

By LARRY NEUMEISTER

SEVEN new lawsuits have been filed 
against  Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs, including one 
alleging the rape of a 13-year-old girl. 

They come as his lawyers tried again Monday 
to get him freed on bail, and complained that 
a “fresh wave of publicity” is endangering his 
right to a fair criminal trial.

In the lawsuits filed Sunday in state and 
federal courts, four men and three women, all 
anonymous, allege they were sexually assaulted 
by Combs at parties over the last two decades.

Combs, 54, has pleaded not guilty to federal 
sex trafficking charges contained in an 
indictment unsealed the day after his Sept. 16 
arrest. 

Charges include  allegations he coerced and 
abused women  for years, aided by associates 
and employees, and silenced victims through 
blackmail and violence, including kidnapping, 
arson and physical beatings.

He has remained incarcerated pending a May 
5 trial after two judges denied bail in rulings 
being appealed to the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals.

Combs’ lawyers asked a judge Sunday to order 
potential witnesses and their lawyers to stop 
making statements that could prevent a fair trial.

“As the Court is aware, Mr. Combs has been 
the target of an unending stream of allegations 
by prospective witnesses and their counsel in 
the press,” they wrote. 

“These prospective witnesses and their 
lawyers have made numerous inflammatory 
extrajudicial statements aimed at assassinating 
Mr. Combs’s character in the press.”

The latest lawsuits are drawn from what 
lawyers say are  more than 100 accusers  who 
are planning legal action against Combs. 

Plaintiffs’ lawyer Tony Buzbee announced the 
planned litigation at an Oct. 1 news conference 
and posted a 1-800 number for accusers to call.

As before, Combs’ representatives dismissed 
the latest lawsuits as “clear attempts to garner 
publicity.” 

They said Combs and his legal team “have full 
confidence in the facts, their legal defenses, and 
the integrity of the judicial process.”

Combs “has never sexually assaulted anyone 
— adult or minor, man or woman,” they added.

One of the lawsuits filed Sunday alleges that a 
13-year-old girl who was invited to a party by a 
limousine driver after the Video Music Awards 
in Manhattan in September 2000 was raped 
by a “male celebrity” and then by Combs as 
individuals identified only as “Celebrity A,” a 
male, and “Celebrity B,” a female, watched.

Another lawsuit alleged that Combs sexually 
assaulted a 17-year-old male at a Manhattan 
hotel penthouse party in 2022.

In the lawsuits, it was alleged that the plaintiffs 
believed they had been fed drinks laced with 
drugs before they were assaulted.

Meanwhile, lawyers for Combs on Monday 
told the 2nd Circuit in a filing that he’ll renew his 
bail application before the lower court based on 
“significant changed circumstances.” 

They said the issues include “constitutional 
concerns stemming from his conditions of 
confinement and evidence contained in 
recently produced discovery.”

In a filing last week, prosecutors told the 
appeals court that judges denied bail after 
evidence showed Combs “used methodical and 
sophisticated means to silence and intimidate 
witnesses throughout the racketeering 
conspiracy and during the Government’s 
investigation.”

    AP

SPOrTS

Facing seven more lawsuits, 
Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs protests 
a ‘fresh wave of publicity’ 

break.
In the dying moments of the game, Julius 

Laban Kamoga sealed the win with a third goal 
in the 86th minute, ensuring that Mashujaa FC 
secured all three points in front of their home 
fans.

With this win, Mashujaa FC now sit in sixth 
place on the league table, having played seven 
matches. The team has secured three wins, 
three draws, and suffered only one loss, giving 
them a total of 12 points. 

In terms of goal-scoring, Mashujaa FC have 
netted seven goals while conceding just three, 
leaving them with a goal difference of +4.

Their recent form has been solid, with two 
wins, two draws, and only one loss in their last 
five matches. The team will look to continue 
their upward trajectory in the coming fixtures, 
with their next match scheduled away to 
Fountain Gate FC on October 28. 

After that, Mashujaa FC will face a tough 
test at home against Simba SC on November 
1, followed by an away game against Tabora 
United, and home fixtures against Namungo FC 
and Kagera Sugar.

For Ken Gold, the loss extends what has been 
a difficult season. The team finds itself at the 
bottom of the table, sitting in 16th position with 
just four points from eight matches. 

Ken Gold have managed only one win and 
one draw so far, with six losses weighing 
heavily on their campaign. 

Their struggles are further highlighted by 
their goal-scoring and defensive record, having 
scored only four goals while conceding 13, 

making them the second-worst 
defensive side in the league.

Ken Gold’s upcoming matches 
will be crucial if they are to turn 
their season around. They face a 
tough away match against Azam 
FC next, followed by a home 
game against Dodoma Jiji FC. 

Further fixtures include away 
trips to Tanzania Prisons and 
home games against Coastal 
Union and Pamba Jiji SC.

While Mashujaa FC will 
look to build on this victory 
and continue climbing up the 
standings, Ken Gold will need to 
regroup quickly if they hope to 
avoid relegation. 

The stark contrast between the 
two teams’ positions on the table 
reflects their respective forms, 
and as the league progresses, 
each match will become more 
critical for both sides.

For Mashujaa FC, the 
upcoming fixtures will serve as 
a test of consistency, especially 
with challenging matches 
against top teams like Simba SC 
on the horizon. 

On the other hand, Ken Gold 
will need to start collecting 
points soon to avoid falling 
deeper into the relegation zone.

By TIM REYNOLDS

JAYSON Tatum was already a proven winner 
before last season.

In Tatum’s first six seasons, no NBA player won 
more games with one team than he did. Tatum 
played in 334 wins with the Boston Celtics over 
that span, including playoffs. He was a five-time 
All-Star, a legitimate MVP candidate, a four-time 
All-NBA pick, even an Olympic gold medalist.

He just wasn’t a champion.
“I had to listen to all the (stuff) that people said 

about me,” Tatum said.
That’s all in the past now.  The Celtics are 

champions, coach Joe Mazzulla leading them to 
that crown, and when the season starts on 
Tuesday night in Boston — where last season 
ended — Tatum doesn’t seem to be considering it 
the start of a title defense. He’s looking at it as the 
start of a chase for a 19th title, and according to 
BetMGM Sportsbook, the Celtics are the favorite 
to claim the 2025 championship.

“It was never just about trying to just win 
one,” said Tatum, who added a second Olympic 
gold to his collection this summer. “Now you get 
to be mentioned with — at least be in the same 
room with — the other Celtics great teams, great 
players. All the guys that I looked up to growing 
up at least won one championship. Now it’s just 
a conversation of: ‘How great are you trying to 
be? What room or what tier are you trying to be 
mentioned in when it’s all said and done?’”

That journey starts with ring night in Boston, 
where the Celtics take on New York in the first 

game of a doubleheader to formally open the 
league’s 79th season. The nightcap is Minnesota 
at the Los Angeles Lakers, a game that will 
see LeBron James tie Vince Carter by playing in a 
22nd NBA season — and potentially the first official 
game  where a father and son  are teammates, 
with Bronny James entering his rookie season.

There will be challengers to a Boston repeat, and 
a lot of them. New York (adding Mikal Bridges and 
Karl-Anthony Towns) and Philadelphia (adding 
Paul George) loaded up to try to supplant Boston 
atop the Eastern Conference. And there are rising 
teams in the East as well, like the Paolo Banchero-
led Orlando Magic and Donovan Mitchell-led 
Cleveland Cavaliers — who made round 2 of the 
playoffs last season.

“We’ve just got to keep our foot on the gas,” 
Mitchell said. “We’ve got to keep going.”

And the Western Conference also has several 
contenders.

BetMGM has Oklahoma City — the No. 1 seed 
in the West last season, led by MVP hopeful Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander — as the narrow favorite 
to win that side of the league, with 2023 NBA 
champion Denver, reigning West champion Dallas 
and a Minnesota team that went to the West finals 
a season ago all in the mix.

“You have to be careful with expectations put 
on outcomes,” Thunder forward Chet Holmgren 
said. “Around here we really emphasize putting 
expectations on processes, how we show up 
every day, how we go about our work, what we do, 
and the attention of detail that we do it to. That’s 
what we’re really focused on.”  AP

NBA season is set to begin with the Celtics seeking 
a 19th title and several challengers looming

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi & Agencies

DAVID Ouma, the former head coach of Tanzanian football 
side Coastal Union, has revealed that he is considering offers 
from clubs in South Africa and Ethiopia after ending his 
successful tenure with the Tanga-based team. 

Ouma (pictured), who remains on Coastal Union’s payroll 
until the end of October, will be free to join a new club in 
November.

The Kenyan tactician left Coastal Union in August, despite 
leading the team to a remarkable fourth-place finish in the 
2023/24 season, which secured them a spot in the 2024/25 
CAF Confederation Cup. 

This marks Coastal Union’s return to international 
competition for the first time since the 1989 African Cup 
Winners’ Cup.

Ouma, however, has ruled out a return to the Football 
Kenya Federation Premier League (FKFPL) and is instead 
exploring opportunities abroad. 

“Having worked in Tanzania, there was a big difference 
compared to working at home. I don’t think I would want to 
come back at this time,” Ouma stated. 

“I have received three offers from South Africa and another 
from Ethiopia, and I am seriously considering them starting 
in November.”

Ouma’s departure from Coastal Union was unexpected, 
especially after his achievements with the club. He explained 
that undisclosed issues led to his exit: “I was expected to 
guide them once again this season, but things did not go as 
planned, and I had no choice but to walk out.”

The club terminated Ouma’s contract just two days before 
their crucial CAF Confederation Cup reverse fixture against 
Angola’s Bravos do Maquis. 

Coastal Union suffered a 3-0 defeat in the first leg, which 

displeased the club’s leadership and contributed to the 
decision to part ways with him. 

Despite the premature end to his time at the club, Ouma 
expressed gratitude that Coastal Union continued paying his 
salary until the end of October.

After Ouma’s departure, Coastal Union have reportedly 
entered negotiations with robert Matano, the current 
Sofapaka coach, as a potential replacement.

Ouma, a former Harambee Starlets head coach, had his 
first coaching stint outside Kenya with Coastal Union. He also 
previously managed Sofapaka in the FKFPL.

Ouma’s tenure in Tanzania was cut short following Coastal 
Union’s disappointing performance in the CECAFA Dar Port 
Kagame Cup, where they were eliminated in the group stages 
with a record of one win, one draw, and one loss. 

Additionally, Coastal Union endured a tough Community 
Shield tournament under Ouma, losing 5-2 to Azam FC in the 
semi-finals and 1-0 to Simba SC in the third-place match.

Former Coastal Union coach David Ouma eyes 
South Africa and Ethiopia after successful stint 
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What does the future hold for Girona after their sudden rise? 
By Ciaran Varley

AFtEr last season’s meteoric cam-
paign, spanish minnows Girona are 
having to adapt to life in the Cham-
pions League.

Ascending to football’s loftiest 
heights challenges the senses, and 
Girona’s surefootenedness at this 
level is already being rigorously 
tested.

Ivan Quiros, co-founder of official 
Girona fan club, penya Jandrista 
GFC, first attended games at the Es-
tadi Montilivi in the late 1980s when 
the side were in the spanish third di-
vision. He told BBC sport that quali-
fying to face Europe’s elite was “an 
unattainable and impossible dream, 
made real”.

It has been a dream seven years in 
the making, since the investment in 
2017 from City Football Group (CFG), 
a subsidiary of Abu Dhabi United 
Group, which has stakes in 13 clubs 
across five continents, including the 
ownership of premier League cham-
pions Manchester City.

the Catalan club only entered the 
second division in 2008 after a 49-
year absence from professional foot-
ball, yet they were promoted to the 
spanish top flight for the first time in 
2017.

they finished third in La Liga last 
season, just four points behind sec-
ond-placed Barcelona. they scored 
85 goals, which was only two fewer 
than champions real Madrid.

Catalan journalist Xevi Masachs 
explained that it is now common-
place to see “children with Girona 
shirts” – something which would 
have been “unbelievable” 15 years 
ago, when basketball was the city’s 
main sport and most football fans 
supported neighbours Barcelona.

Girona’s stadium can only hold 
around 9,600 spectators in the 
Champions League, because of Uefa 
rules. Even such a modest crowd is a 
far cry from when merely hundreds 
of fans would turn out at the ground 
at the turn of the century.

Jan Nadal Colome, 19, who has had 
a season ticket since 2012, remem-
bers how fans were able to “walk all 
the way around the stadium” when 
he first went to games.

“We could change to the other 
goal when they were attacking or 
there was a penalty,” he said.

on Wednesday, the Montilivi sta-
dium will host Girona’s third match 
in the Champions League – against 
slovakian side slovan Bratislava. It is 
safe to say this one is rather impor-
tant.

Girona suffered a  1-0 defeat  in 
their opening match against paris 
st-Germain, via a 90th-minute own 
goal. that was followed by a 3-2 de-
feat at home to Feyenoord, in which 
Girona missed a penalty and scored 
two more own goals to equal Fener-

bahce’s record for most own goals in 
a single Champions League season.

After 10 La Liga matches, manager 
Michel’s team sit 12th in the table.

Miquel Agut riera, who commen-
tates on Girona’s matches, said their 
qualification for the Champions 
League had come “too fast”.

*Was last season a one-off?
riera cites the loss of key players 

over the summer as a reason for the 
downturn in Girona’s form at the 
start of this campaign.

Last season’s top scorer in La Liga, 
Artem Dovbyk, 27, joined roma, 
while 20-year-old star loanee savin-
ho joined Manchester City for 40m 
euros (£30.8m).

Midfielder Aleix Garcia, 27, moved 
to Xabi Alonso’s Bayer Leverkusen 
and 23-year-old centre-back Eric 
Garcia returned to Barcelona at the 
end of his loan after playing a crucial 
role in Girona’s defence.

Girona also recruited 11 new play-
ers. riera told BBC sport that, “with 
that amount of new players, you 
need time” - practically impossible 
given the relentless fixture calendar.

*What does the future hold with 
City Football Group?

In August 2017, CFG purchased 
44.3% ownership in Girona. that 
increased to 47% in 2020. Another 
44.3% was held by Girona Football 
Group, led by Manchester City man-
ager pep Guardiola’s brother pere.

In order for Girona to meet Uefa re-
quirements to compete in the Cham-
pions League alongside Manchester 
City, CFG had to transfer shares to a 
blind trust,  and significant changes 
had to be made to restrict their influ-
ence and decision-making power at 
the club.

those shares are due to be trans-

ferred back in July 2025.
In 2015-16, four Manchester City 

players were loaned to Girona, fol-
lowed by three in 2016-17 and five in 
2017-18. three players were loaned in 
2019-20, four in 2020-21 and three in 
2021-22.

some of those loans have been 
impactful - such as the one involving 
right-back Yan Couto, who  joined 
Borussia Dortmund this summer for 
£25.3m (30m euros), after two spells 
at Girona.

others have failed to make their 
mark. Left-back Angelino, who is 
now a roma player, failed to make 
an appearance after being briefly 
loaned from City to Girona in 2017.

supporter Colome told BBC 
sport that he considered former 
Aston Villa midfielder Douglas Luiz, 
who  joined Juventus  for £42.35m 
(50m euros) in June, to be an “aver-
age player” whilst he was on loan at 
Girona from City from 2017 to 2019.

Commentator riera told BBC 
sport that the main advantage of be-
ing owned by CFG is a more profes-
sional structure.

“of course, their budget was much 
higher, but it wasn’t like paris st-Ger-
main, with new owners who arrived 
and said, ‘how much money do you 
want?’,” riera said.

the team that finished third in La 
Liga last season cost just 33.75m eu-
ros (£29m) in transfer fees. only five 
other teams in La Liga spent less and 
real Madrid’s squad cost 573m euros 
(£493m).

“We have been lucky with these 
owners,” said riera. “they are build-
ing a new facility for the players to 
train. they are creating the struc-
ture for a huge club, but I don’t know 
what’s going to happen in the future.”

AL AIN, United Arab Emirates

NEYMAr returned to action after 
a year out through injury and helped 
Al-Hilal beat Al Ain of the United Arab 
Emirates 5-4 in the group stage of the 
AFC Champions League Elite on Mon-
day.

Neymar signed for the saudi Ara-
bia club in August 2023 but played 
only five times before tearing an ante-
rior cruciate ligament last october. He 
came off the bench 369 days later for 
the four-time Asian champion with 
13 minutes remaining at Al Ain. He 
almost scored immediately when his 
low shot from left of the area shaved 
the post.

In a thrilling match between Al-
Hilal and the defending champion, 
renan Lodi gave Al-Hilal the opener 
after 26 minutes. soufiane rahimi, the 
tournament top scorer last season, 
leveled soon after.

By the break, sergej Milinkovic-
savic and salem Al-Dawsari put Hilal 
3-1 ahead.

Mateo sanabria pulled a goal back 
just after the hour but Al-Dawsari 
scored twice more to complete a hat 
trick, and rahimi achieved the same 
feat to make it 5-4.

the win maintained Al-Hilal’s per-
fect record in Asia after three games.

Elsewhere, saudi Arabia’s Al-Ahli 
won at Qatar’s Al-rayyan 2-1 thanks 
to goals from Gabri Veiga and Firas Al-
Buraikan.

Iraq’s Al-shorta drew with Uzbeki-
stan’s pakhtakor 0-0, and Qatar’s Al-
sadd defeated Iran’s persepolis 1-0.

Al-Nassr and Cristiano ronaldo are 
in action on tuesday against Esteghlal 
of Iran. the game was moved from 
tehran to Dubai due to the security 
situation in Iran.

   AP

Neymar back after a year out and helps 
Al-Hilal in Asian Champions League

BBC

ArsENAL manager Mikel Arteta has 
said his team “cannot continue to play 
with 10 men” in the wake of William 
saliba’s red card at Bournemouth.

the France centre-back was sent 
off in the first half against the Cherries 
and the Gunners went on to lose 2-0 - 
their first defeat of the premier League 
campaign.

He is the third Arsenal player to 
be sent off this season following the 
dismissals of midfielder Declan rice 
against Brighton and forward Lean-
dro trossard in the draw at Manches-
ter City.

“playing with 10 men, always there is 
an issue,” said Arteta, whose side have 
conceded goals in all three games in 
which they have been reduced to 10 
men.

“the truth is, when you analyse it, 
three very different actions and the 
outcome of them, the reasons are very 
different.

“regardless of that we cannot con-
tinue to play with 10 men, especially at 
this level.

“We need to eradicate that, it’s clear. 
the reasons and how - it doesn’t mat-
ter. We have to focus and it has to hap-
pen.”

since Arteta’s first game as Arsenal 
manager on 26 December 2019 the 
Gunners have received 18 red cards 
- five more than any other premier 
League team in that period.

saliba will miss the match at home 
against Liverpool on sunday but 

We cannot continue to play with 10 men – Arteta 

ZURICH

ForMEr U.s. national team captain Becky sauerbrunn and Nether-
lands forward Vivianne Miedema are among more than 100 women’s 
soccer players who have signed an open letter protesting FIFA’s spon-
sorship deal with saudi Arabian state oil giant Aramco.

the letter calls  the deal, which includes sponsorship at the  2027 
Women’s World Cup in Brazil, “much worse than an own goal,” citing 
saudi Arabia’s record on the rights of women and LGBtQ+ people and 
the impact of Aramco’s oil and gas production on climate change.

sauerbrunn voiced concern for women who are imprisoned in sau-
di Arabia.

“the safety of those women, the rights of women, LGBtQ+ rights and 
the health of the planet need to take a much bigger priority over FIFA 
making more money,” sauerbrunn said in comments via campaign 
group Athletes of the World.

the letter calls on FIFA to replace Aramco “with alternative sponsors 
whose values align with gender equality, human rights and the safe fu-
ture of our planet,” and to give players a voice on the ethical implica-
tions of future sponsorship deals.

“this letter shows that as players this is what we don’t want to stand 
for and accept within women’s football. It’s simple: this sponsorship is 
contradicting FIFA’s own commitments to human rights and the plan-
et,” Miedema said.

FIFA’s deal with Aramco was announced in April as part of ever-clos-
er ties between saudi Arabia and world soccer’s governing body. FIFA is 
expected to confirm saudi Arabia as host of the 2034 men’s World Cup 
in December. It is the only candidate for the tournament.

“FIFA values its partnership with Aramco and its many others com-
mercial and rights partners. FIFA is an inclusive organisation with many 
commercial partners also supporting other organizations in football 
and other sports,” world soccer’s governing body said in an emailed 
statement Monday, adding that commercial revenue is reinvested into 
developing women’s soccer.

       AP

Becky Sauerbrunn and over 100 women’s soccer players 
protest FIFA deal with Saudi oil giant Aramco

*sporting director Carcel the key 
man

riera considers sporting director 
Quique Carcel to be the “key to the 
last decade” of success at Girona, 
because “he’s the figure that’s always 
been there”, before and since the 
CFG takeover.

the 50-year-old Barcelona native 
joined Girona as sporting director in 
2014, when the club were competing 
in the second division, with multiple 
reports of serious financial troubles.

In his first two seasons, Girona 
made it to successive play-offs at that 
level before gaining promotion in 
Carcel’s third campaign at the helm.

they were relegated to the seg-
unda Division again in 2018-19 but 
made it back to the top flight in 2021-
22 after two previous disappoint-
ments in the play-off finals.

Journalist Masachs said that - 
“with very different contexts and 
budgets” - Carcel had always “built 
teams that fought for success until 
the last day”.

During his tenure, Carcel is cred-
ited with making canny loans and 
transfers for youngsters, journey-
men and cast-offs.

Ukrainian striker Dovbyk, who 
scored 24 goals in La Liga last sea-
son, was Girona’s record signing 
last year, at 7.5m euros (£6.2m). the 
27-year-old has since been nominat-
ed for the Ballon d’or.

Brazilian winger savinho never 
featured for parent club troyes after 
they signed him from Atletico Mi-
neiro for around 7m euros (£6m) in 
2022. He notched up 10 goals and 11 
assists on loan with Girona last sea-
son.

Carcel’s contract was renewed last 
year to run until 2027.

*Will manager Michel stay?
Head coach Michel arrived in 

the summer of 2021 and endeared 
himself to fans early on by learning 
Catalan.

riera said that, with the 48-year-
old in place, “it’s like the same mind 
working as a sporting director and 
as a manager”.

Girona’s fearless attacking style 
under Michel earned praise last sea-
son.

Masachs described it with the Cat-
alan phrase, ‘viatgem junts’, which 
means ‘we travel together’, explain-
ing that “attacking begins in the de-
fensive area”.

Michel’s contract expires in 2026, 
and riera suggested there are 
doubts about whether the club will 
be able to hold on to him until then.

As another big midweek of Eu-
ropean football rolls around, riera 
said: “playing Champions League 
may be the best that he thinks he 
can achieve here.”

BBC
By SAMUEL PETREQUIN

CoACH Michel Der Zakarian was fired by French club Montpellier after his 
team was thrashed 5-0 at home by Marseille for a sixth loss in eight matches this 
season.

the result left the 2012 French champions in last place, having already conceded 
26 goals in a season marking the club’s 50th anniversary.

“tonight I felt compelled to end our collaboration,” Montpellier president Lau-
rent Nicollin, visibly moved, said late sunday after the match.

In comments to broadcaster DAZN, he added: “We talked in the dressing room 
after the game. I told him it was over tonight. I also went to see the players to let 
them know that thanks to their excellent job they had fired the coach and that they 
need to take their responsibilities on sunday against toulouse.”

Der Zakarian — a former Armenia international known as “Der Zak” in the Mont-
pellier region — is a familiar and beloved figure at the family soccer club based in 
southern France.

As a player, the 61-year-old former defender spent nearly a decade at Montpel-
lier, getting the captain’s armband when Laurent Blanc left for Napoli and leading 
the club to victory in the League Cup in 1992. After he retired, Der Zakarian joined 
Montpellier’s technical staff and learned his trade as a coach with the reserve 
teams. Disappointed not to get the top coaching job, Der Zakarian left for Nantes 
in 2006.

He finally was appointed Montpellier coach in 2017. His first tenure lasted four 
seasons, leading his players to a sixth-place finish while building a team that was 
renowned for its defensive qualities.

With the club struggling. Der Zakarian returned in 2023 with the same gritty phi-
losophy and managed to spark a revival.

Montpellier won the French league title once, in 2012, when it upset paris saint-
Germain. the club also won the second division title in 1987 and the French Cup in 
1990 with a team featuring the likes of Eric Cantona, Laurent Blanc and Julio Cesar.

But Montpellier’s ambitions this season have been significantly hampered by 
the significant drop in television rights revenues, preventing the club from secur-
ing the reinforcements it planned.

“We absolutely need to win against toulouse,” Nicollin said, adding that firing 
Der Zakarian was “not a magic solution, but the easiest way to re-boost everybody.”

Nicollin said he has not found a replacement for Der Zakarian yet, but that he 
will be looking for someone willing to “get his hands dirty and getting a struggling 
team, it’s never easy.”

Marseille’s win snapped a two-match winless streak heading into sunday’s home 
game against bitter rival psG at stade Velodrome. psG tops the league on goal dif-
ference ahead of Monaco, with both sides unbeaten and on 20 points from eight 
rounds.

Meanwhile, in Germany, last-place Bundesliga club Bochum has fired coach 
peter Zeidler after he failed to win any of his first eight games in charge.

Bochum said late sunday it was releasing Zeidler and sporting director Marc 
Lettau from their roles because “conviction is lacking” that the team could avoid 
relegation from the German top division under their management.

Montpellier coach Michel Der Zakarian gets fired 
after nightmarish start to French league season

Many Girona fans may never have imagined playing in the Champions League 
before last season. Agencies

can play in Arsenal’s game against 
shakhtar Donetsk in the Champions 
League on tuesday.

Former Blackburn and Chelsea 
striker Chris sutton says Arsenal’s ill-
discipline could cost them in the pre-
mier League title race.

speaking on BBC radio 5 Live’s 
Monday Night Club, sutton said: “It is 
a concern if they want to be regarded 
as serious challengers to Manchester 
City and Liverpool, just by the fine 
margins which come with winning or 
losing a title.

“I felt for saliba but I did think it was 
a red card and it was down to tros-
sard’s pass. It was an honest attempt 
to get back but there was a coming to-
gether and it was a red card and more 
dropped points.

“In a title race you cannot afford to 
give your rivals a leg up.”Saliba’s red card meant Arsenal had to play two-thirds of the game at 

Bournemouth with 10 men. Agencies



By Guardian Correspondent

THE second edition of the Zanzibar Mara-
thon is scheduled to take place on November 3 
in Unguja, with expectations of stimulating the 
growth of the blue economy due to the partici-
pation of both local and international athletes. 

Sponsored by Tigo Zantel, the event aims to 
promote economic opportunities, health, and 
talent development in Tanzania.

Speaking yesterday, Tigo Zantel’s Zanzibar 
Zone Manager, Azizi Saidi Ali, confirmed that 
preparations for the marathon are in their final 
stages. 

The race will feature three categories: 5 kilo-
meters, 10 kilometers, and 21 kilometers.

Ali emphasized the benefits of the marathon, 
stating: “This event will help develop talent, 
promote our economy, and improve the health 
of participants. 

“We’ve made registration more accessible 
this year, with additional centers and the op-
tion for participants to register via their mobile 
phones.”

The marathon, which was a success in its in-
augural year, is expected to draw a large crowd 
again this year. 

Ali encouraged athletes and fans to come out 
in large numbers, noting that several improve-
ments have been made to the event to enhance 
the experience.

One of the stakeholders, Hussein Juma Kha-
mis, a tourist guide in Zanzibar, spoke about the 
economic impact the marathon has on the local 
tourism industry. 

“During this race, the number of visitors to 
Zanzibar increases significantly, and we benefit 
in various sectors, from hospitality to transpor-
tation,” he said.

Tourist car driver Anwar Ali Salim shared his 
excitement, highlighting the health benefits of 
the event as well. 

“Running is great for health, and this mara-
thon not only brings economic opportunities 
but also encourages people to stay fit. We’re ea-
gerly waiting for the event,” said Ali Salim.

Last year’s event saw the participation of 
hundreds of athletes and was widely regarded 
as a success. 

The upcoming marathon is poised to contin-
ue building on that momentum, with an even 
larger turnout expected.

Zanzibar Marathon 2024  
now promises economic 
boost and health benefits

Pamba Jiji FC coach Minziro seeks first victory against Tabora United in Premier League clash 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THE Tanzania Football Fed-
eration (TFF) has announced the 
squad for the upcoming 2025 CAF 
African Nations Championship 
(CHAN) qualifiers against Sudan.

The squad is primarily made up 
of the U-20 national team, Ngorong-
oro Heroes, that lifted the AFCON 
U-20 CECAFA zonal qualifiers title 
last weekend.

Simba goalkeeper Aishi Manula 
will captain the team while Twiga 
Stars head coach Bakari Shime 
(pictured) will lead the technical 
bench. 

Tanzania’s campaign starts with 
an away match on October 27, fol-
lowed by a home fixture on Novem-
ber 3. The aggregate winner will 
advance to the next round to meet 
either Ethiopia or Eritrea.

Tanzania, Kenya, and Uganda are 
set to host this unique tournament, 
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Youthful Taifa Stars squad for 
CHAN qualifiers announced 

What does the future hold for 
Girona after their sudden rise?

which is exclusively for players competing 
in their home countries, from February 1 to 
28, 2025. 

As hosts Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya-
have already secured automatic qualifica-
tion.

A total of 40 nations will participate in 
the draw to determine the first of two qual-
ifying rounds. 

These rounds will decide the final teams 
that will compete in the eighth edition of 
the tournament.

The qualified nations will contest the 
coveted CAF CHAN trophy that will be ac-
companied by $2 Million in prize money 
as per CAF’s 60% increase in the tourna-
ment’s winning prize.

The last edition of the tournament was 
played in Algeria and saw Senegal defeat-
ing the hosts in the final to claim their first 
ever title.

The squad announced:
Goalkeepers: Aishi Manula (Simba SC), 

Isaya Kassanga (TFF Academy TDS, Tan-

zania Prisons U17) and Anthony Mpemba 
(Ngorongoro Heroes, Azam U20)

Defenders: Paschal Msindo (Azam FC), 
David Braison ( JKT Tanzania), Nickson Mo-
sha (Ngorongoro Heroes, KMC), Lameck 
Lawi (Ngorongoro Heroes, Coastal Union), 
Abdulrahim Bausi, JKT Tanzania), Vedas-
tus Masinde (Ngorongoro Heroes, TMA 
FC), Ibrahim Ame (Mashujaa FC)

Midfielders: Hijjah Shamte (Ngorong-
oro Heroes, Kagera Sugar), Adolf Mtas-
ingwa (Azam FC), Abdulkarim Kiswanya 
(Ngorongoro Heroes, Azam U20), Charles 
Semfuko (Coastal Union), Shekhani Ha-
mis (Ngorongoro Heroes, Young Africans), 
Ahmed Pipino (Ngorongoro Heroes, Mag-
net FC), Sabri Kondo (Ngorongoro Heroes, 
KVZ), Salum Ramadhan (Ken Gold FC), Is-
mail Kader, JKT Tanzania), Bakari Msimu 
(Ngorongoro Heroes, Coastal Union)

Forwards: William Edgar (Fountain Gate 
FC), Seleman Mwalimu (Fountain Gate FC), 
Valentino Mashaka (Ngorongoro Heroes, 
Simba SC), Cyprian Ngushi (Mashujaa FC)

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

PAMBA Jiji FC head coach Fred 
Felix Minziro has called on his play-
ers to rise to the occasion and se-
cure their first victory of the season 
against Tabora United in today’s 
crucial Tanzania Premier League 
match at the Ally Hassan Mwinyi 
Stadium in Tabora.

Minziro (pictured), who recently 
took charge following the dismissal 
of Goran Kopunovic, is determined 
to turn around the Mwanza-based 
club’s fortunes. 

Pamba Jiji, currently without 
a win, sit in 15th place, just above 
bottom-placed KenGold, despite a 
hard-fought 1-1 draw against Kagera 
Sugar FC in their last match.

“We’ve prepared well for this 
match. We played well against Kag-
era Sugars, but the result didn’t go 
our way. 

“As a new coach, there’s a lot of 
work to be done, but we won’t give 
up. This team has experienced 
players who need the right guid-
ance to win matches,” Minziro said.

Tabora United, meanwhile, have 
also made coaching changes. The 
club parted ways with former head 
coach Francis Kimanzi earlier this 
week following a series of inconsis-
tent results. 

Despite notable victories over 
Namungo and Kagera Sugar, Tabo-
ra United have also suffered losses 
to Simba, Singida, and Dodoma Jiji, 
prompting the decision to make a 
managerial switch.

Minziro acknowledged Tabora 
United’s talent but emphasized 
that Pamba Jiji must focus on their 
own game to come away with a 
positive result. 

“We know the quality of their 
players, but we are concentrat-
ing on improving our own perfor-
mance and capitalizing on their 
weaknesses,” he added.

As both teams battle for a higher 
place on the league table, the en-
counter between Pamba Jiji and 
Tabora United promises to be a 
thrilling affair. 

However, Minziro has identified 
areas for improvement within his 
own team, citing defensive lapses 
and a lack of cohesion as key fac-
tors in their previous struggles.

“The biggest issue I noticed was 
the lack of chemistry. The team 
wasn’t playing together, and that 
led to costly mistakes like the goal 
we conceded in our last game. This 
is something we need to fix quick-
ly,” he noted.

Minziro stressed the importance 
of regular training sessions to cor-
rect these issues and establish a 
more organized and fluid playing 
style.  “I’ve only been with the team 
for a few days, but I’m working on 
teaching them how to play with the 
ball, how to attack, and how to re-
group when we lose possession,” 
he explained.

While Minziro acknowledged the 
challenge of transforming a strug-
gling team into a cohesive unit, he 
remains committed to achieving 
this goal. 

“There’s a lot more work to do, 
but we’ll keep fighting and practic-
ing because the league is still ongo-
ing, and there’s time to turn things 
around,” he added.

Meanwhile, Pamba Jiji midfield-
er Michael Samamba echoed his 
coach’s sentiments, vowing to lead 
the team to victory in their upcom-
ing matches. 

“We will fight hard to win our 
upcoming fixtures and move up 
the table,” Samamba declared con-
fidently.

As the league progresses, Pamba 
Jiji will be aiming to secure their 
first three points of the season 
against a Tabora United side that is 
also looking to recover from recent 
managerial upheaval and inconsis-
tent form.
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