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By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

TANZANIANS have been called upon to plant
trees and keep the wider environment clean as
a way of emulating and keeping the memory of
the late Executive Chairman of IPP, Dr Reginald
Mengi.

Speaking to The Guardian in separate
interviews at the weekend, the Managing Director
of the Kilimanjaro Consortium for Development
and Environment (KCDE) and the United Nations
(UN) Climate Change Ambassador for Tanzania,
Rev Prof Aidan Msafiri and the Kilimanjaro
Regional Commissioner Dr Anna Mghwira said
that it is the only way of honouring Dr Mengi,
who was passionate about tree planting and
environmental conservation as a whole.

“Iappeal to the government to officially declare
the day Dr Mengi passed away as a special day
for tree-planting in the country,” suggested Prof
Msafiri in an interview with this paper.

Make Dr Mengi’s
death date day
for tree planting

I appeal to the government to officially declare the day Dr
Mengi passed away as a special day for tree-planting in the
country,” suggested Prof Msafiri in an interview with this

Dr Mengis contribution in environmental
conservation whereby he sponsored planting of
millions of trees in the country, there can be no
other befitting way of remembering him than
planting trees.

“Weare proud oflate Dr Mengi for his outstanding
contribution towards greening Kilimanjaro region
in particular and Tanzania in general. We must
continue these efforts because our country has
for the past 20 years been adversely affected by
environmental degradation,” she stated.

If granted, the Dr Reginald Mengi National
Tree-Planting Day will help inculcate the culture
of loving and protecting the environment among
Tanzanians for generations to come, and make the
country greener and cleaner, Prof Msafiri asserted.

He pointed out thatitisimportant for Tanzanians
to plant trees during individual and family special
events such as birthdays and other ceremonies for
the country to have a sustainable environment.
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Councillors

aghast at hippos,
jumbos threat

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Iringa

RESIDENTS of villages neighbouring
the Mtera Dam and Ruaha National Park
in Iringa Region have called on relevant
authorities to control large numbers of
hippopotamus and elephants that have
reportedly killed seven people in one
month.

Speaking at a council meeting over the
weekend, councillors from various wards
in the surrounding areas of the dam and
the park said hippos and elephants have
become a big concern because, apart from
attacking and killing people, the animals
destroy crops in the fields.

Migoli Ward Councillor Majaliwa Lyaki
(Chadema) said that attacks in the Mtera
dam by hippos have increased such that
the government should reduce their
number by harvesting them.

He said it has been a long time that these
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East Asian visitors

By Guardian Reporter

LESS than a fortnight after a thousand visitors
from the Middle East toured Tanzania, the country
has just received the first batch of expected 10,000
tourists from the Far East.

Landing at the Kilimanjaro International
Airport (KIA) on Sunday evening, more than 350
tourists from China kicked off their itinerary by
sampling Northern Zone attractions, including the
Ngorongoro Crater and Serengeti National Park.

They were received at the terminal by Prime
Minister Kassim Majaliwa, who described the
entourage as yet another indication that Tanzania

is becoming a lucrative destination for visitors
and investors from overseas.

The 10,000 visitors from China will be
touring Tanzania through the “Tour Africa -
New Horizon” program coordinated by Touch
Road International Holding Group, which in
addition to opening doors for tourists from the
Far East, is hatching a new initiative where some

THE HERO
HAS ARRIVED

visitors are going to identify potential areas of
investments in Tanzania.

The arrival of tourists from China follows
an agreement inked last year between the
Tanzania Tourist Board (TTB) and Touch Road

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Sumatra nabs bus .z
tracking violators

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

THE Surface and Marine Transport Regulatory
Authority (SUMATRA) in Morogoro region has
suspended seven upcountry buses plying the Dar
es Salaam to eastern and western regions route for
tempering with the Vehicle Tracking System (VTS)
to enable them speed without being detected.

The vehicles have been caught violating road
safety rules by driving beyond the permitted 80km
per hour in an Eastern zone joint inspection which
commenced on Monday last week.

SUMATRA in collaboration with Morogoro police
authorities conducted the inspection by erecting
two check points at Msamvu regional bus terminal
and Mikese on the outskirts of the town, for trucks.

THE POWERFUL NEW
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Speaking to The Guardian at the weekend
about the operation, SUMATRA  Director
General Gilliard Ngewe named the suspended
buses as BM with registration number T 591 DCL
owned by Blaston Makundi, which routes Dar to
Morogoro, along with two Classic Coach buses
with registration number CGO 4624 AE19 and
CGO 5594E19.

Another one is Complex Safari Ltd with
registration number T 402 CRY, Kasire Luxury
with registration number 443 DF] owned
by Kasire Trans Ltd and Frester Investment,
registration number T 647 AWD.

“Only BM has short routes Dar to Morogoro
the others route Dar es salaam to Western
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Sumatra nabs bus tracking violators

FROM PAGE 1

regions. After inspection drivers were
suspected with Vehicle Tracking
System (VTS) trouble shooting as
disconnecting communication then
run over 80 kms speeds, “ he said.

Ngewe reminded drivers to run the
business with care for profit yield,
noting that maintaining normal driving
of less than 80kmh speeds it is,easy
to serve 100 diesel litres from Dar es
Salaam to Kagera Region.

“Almost 30 per cent of fuel
consumption is realized where it
amountstoreducinggoand return costs
by 500,000/- before VTS according to
a study SUMATRA conducted on bus
owners,” he elaborated.

Other buses whose drivers were
sent at court due to driving over 80
kmh speed are Kisbo Safari Ltd with
registration no T 324 DGC, Kisesa
Express Ltd with registration no T 755
DLT, Dar Lux and Color Star.

For his part, regional SUMATRA
official Andrew Mlacha said besides
suspending buses since an operation
commenced on May 6 up to May 10
more than 20m/- has been earmarked
as notification to buses with minor road
offenses like delayed paying fines, with
normal charges of not over 250,000/-
charged as penalty.

“it’s better driver and owners pay
it voluntary rather than involuntary
which  brings  disturbances to
passengerswhen inspection takes
place and found with more than one

PM awaits 10,000

fault,” the SUMATRA official intoned.

He pointed out a decrease of offenses
from trucks, listing 84 trucks with
no road license since that inspection
started, but the number of trucks with
road offenses decreased.

“As an operation was being
conducted trucks’ offenses minimized
compared o the earlier period. Besides,
more drivers show cooperation once
arrested rather aggressive behavior as
some did on day one,” he remarked.

Regional Traffic Officer (RTO), Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)Deleli
Stephen declared intention to seize
driving license of any driver found with
the same mistakes.

He said the police force in Morogoro
conduct capacity building to bus
drivers and motorcycle riders, making
a point of taking immediate measures
on those who ignore those seminars.

“The RTO’s office now cross-checks
drivers’ licenses and once one found
with same repeated mistakes it
proceeds to seize their licenses. This
will be taken as a lesson to others as
the target is to end or minimize road
crashes,” he elaborated.

The Eastern Zone joint inspection
is a continuation of a similar exercise
inb the Central Zone conducted before
during Easter festivals which involved
Singida ,Manyara and Shinyanga
regions.

It succeeded to send to court three
drivers repeating the same offences
and notification of buses for fines of
over 100m/-, he added.

controlling

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

MEAT and milk processors have
commended the government for
importation of dairy
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Zanzibar residents get iftar organised by President Dr. Ali Mohamed Shein at his Kibele residence in Central Unguja over the weekend.
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Meat, milk processors commend
govt for controlling dairy products

East Asian visitors

FROM PAGE 1
International Group which organises
the tours through chartered flights.

TTB made a good presentation in
China such that the country felt the
need to open doors for its people to
tour Tanzania, making the country top
of the list in African itineraries.

China, the most populous country
in the world with about 1.4 billion
people, usually has 120 million people
visiting foreign countries each year.
The agreement between TTB and the
Chinese firm was signed during the
2018 China- Tourism Roadshow.

The roadshow started in Shanghai,
proceeding to Guangzhou, Hong
Kong, Chengdu and Beijing, with over

200 participants taking part at the
opening ceremony, where the Deputy
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Tourism, Dr
Aloyce Nzuki attended.

Efforts by the Tanzanian Embassy in
China in collaboration with TTB played
abigrole in attracting the large number
of local participants in the Chinese
roadshow event, including travel
agents, tour operators, international
airlines and media personnel.

Tanzania gets an average of 1.3
million visitors per year, but recent
promotional efforts and the revival of
the national carrier, Air Tanzania, is
expected to far outstrip the figure by
next year’s end, officials noted.

products saying the move protects
local investors and ensures market for
locally made goods.

They said reduced imports of dairy
products will also boost livestock
keepers as they will be selling their
cattle to the factories.

They made the remarks when
speaking shortly after the Livestock
and Fisheries Minister, Luhaga Mpina
visited construction of a new meat
processing factory—Eliya Foods Over
Seas Limited at Longido and milk
processing factory—Kilimanjaro Fresh
located in Arusha city.

Director, Eliya Foods Over Seas
Limited, Shabbir Virjee said they
resolved to establish the factories
after being impressed with measures
the government is taking to protect
local manufacturers in various sectors
including dairy.

Acoording to Virjee, the factory will
have the capacity to laughter 500 cows
and 2,000 goats per day. He said they
are expected to offer 200 direct and
indirect employments to Tanzanians
as well as buying cattle from livestock
keepers in Longido and other places
across the country.

“We commend the government
for controlling importation of dairy
products. We are sure of the markets
for our dairy products”, he said.

General Manager, Galaxy Food
& Beverage Ltd which produces
Kilimanjaro Fresh branded milk, Irfhan
Virjee thanked the government for
imposing new charges on imported
milk, the thing that creates fair playing
field.

He said local milk processors were
hardly competing with imported milk

thus affecting their expansion plans.
He said they are constructing the
factory because they are sure of the
market.

He noted that they are currently
processing 5,000 liters of milk per
day but the factory has a capacity to
process 75,000 liters of milk every day.
The factory gets raw milk from dairy
farmers in Longido, he added.

Livestock and Fisheries Minister,
Luhaga Mpina assured meat and
milk processors of a readymade
market across the country since the
government are determined to protect
local manufacturers.

“The initiatives we are taking are
not meant to harass anyone, but
to protect local manufacturers as
well as create friendly business
and investment environment”, said

Mpina

Mpina said the ministry is taking
various initiatives to improve cattle
genetics to ensure quality breeds that
will be sold to the industry.

Tanzania has a total of 30.5 cows, 18.8
goats and 5.3 sheep. It is the second
country in Africa with the largest
number of cattle. At least 1.4 percent
of all the cattle in the globe are in
Tanzania.

Registrar of the Tanzania Meat Board
(TMB), Imani Sichwalwe said they will
continue attracting investors in the
meat processing sub-sector as well as
search for international markets such
as China and Europe.

Longido District Commissioner,
Frank Mwaisumbe said the government
in Longido will continue to protect
investors and their resources.

Bunge primary school Standard Six pupils who are Puma Energy Tanzania road safety ambassadors deliver road safety education to one of the drivers
at Puma Ocean Road petrol station in Dar es Salaam yesterday as part to commemorate the United Nations Global Road Safety Week. Looking on (L) is
the firm’s managing director Dominic Dhanah.

Make Dr Mengi’s death date tree-planting day

FROM PAGE 1

projects they have implemented so far, Prof
Msafiri explained that KCDE, which is a non-
governmental organization (NGO) in January
this year has undertaken several development
and environmental awareness projects through
training, capacity building and community

services.

“We have planted more than 200 trees in
Hedaru area in Same district and we are set to
plant more than 3500 trees in Moshi by next
week in our efforts to conserve the coutntry’s
environment,” he said.

The organization is continuing with
dissemination of its environmental and
development awareness to public schools,

mosques and churches in a programme which
started in January.

“We involve members of the community
particularly those who live around conservation
areas in the protection of conserved natural
forests and wildlife. This is vital for sustainable
environmental protection and conservation,” the
clergyman underlined.

Councillors aghast at
hippos, jumbos threat

FROM PAGE 1

animals were harvested and thus become
a threat to the lives of fishermen who are
afraid to go to the dam, as the large animals
can strike at any moment.

Lyaki said that people near Mtera dam
make their lives from it but now they do
not conduct fishing activities, implying that
Iringa district authorities stand to loses
significant amounts of revenue.

For six years the government has not
conducted a species census at Mtera
dam, thus failing to notice a problem
preoccupying the area’s inhabitants, he said,
noting that the residents are key economic
stakeholders as they pay income tax to the
council.

If the hippos are not going to be harvested
to reduce their number it will affect lives and
revenue collection, he emphasized.

Special Seats Councillor for Isimani
division, Yuster Kinyaga (CCM) said that
hippos have been attacking fishermen.

So the government needs to come to their
help and harvest massive mammals which
have killed seven people in the past month,
she said.

Other wild animals causing havoc in Migoli
Ward include elephants from the Ruaha
National Park, invading the villages in big
groups. “There are too many of them around
Mtera dam,” the councillor underlined.

She reminded the district authorities
that President Dr John Magufuli directed
the authorities to assure those hippos are
harvested to reduce deaths of fishermen
working in the dam.

“When he came to Iringa I told the
president about the hippos and he ordered
authorities to deal with the issue. But since
the president left so far seven people have
been killed, because the authorities have
done nothing on the president’s directive,”
the councillor noted.

Authorities need to ensure they harvest
hippos to reduce the deaths of fishermen

that cause many women to become widows.

“Those who work for fishing are men who
are usually married, so these dangerous
mammals cause families to disrupt and
women to live as widows,” she further noted.

Ilolo Mpya councillor Fundi Mihayo
said that elephants have done damage to
the ward population as a large group of
elephants routinely damage crops of nearby
residents.

“This year the large group of elephants we
do not know where they are coming from
but they destroyed crops...,” said Mihayo

Elephants also make it hard for pupils to
go to school for fear of meeting the huge
beasts lurking in the vicinity, he said.

Footpaths that are used by pupils are
frequented by elephants as well, he pointed
out.

Since the sdtart of the year elephants
have damaged crops in Ilolo Mpya, Nzihi
and Kiwere wards, the councillor said,
elaborating that people need to know that
elephants are found around the area.

Responding to the complaints the
District Land and Natural Resources Officer
for Iringa, Evidence Machenje said the
department was working on the matter,
while advising residents to take precautions
as regards the dangerous animals.

“We are indeed aware of the impact of
the hippos but the council does not have
the authority to harvest those animals. So
we must contact the relevant authorities to
come and harvest them,” he said.

In addition, Machenje reminded the
meeting that despite the damage that
elephants and hippos have caused,
everything has to be done in accordance
with laws and regulations of the country, so
people have to be patient.

Iringa District Council chairperson
Stephen Mhapa directed the District
Executive Director, Robert Masunya to
ensure that those animals don't cause
problems, to save the lives of the surrounding
residents.
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Former Prime Minister, Mizengo Pinda, (R) exchanges views with board member and deputy secretary and member of the
party committee at Moutai Group, Wang Yan during high-level business talks at China Kweichow Moutai belt and road
branding initiative in Tanzania held at Mlimani City in Dar es Salaam over the weekend.

Police holding 2 people for
allegedly Kkilling child Rose

By Guardian Reporter

POLICE in Mbeya Region are holding
two people for allegedly killing a six-
year-old Rose Japhet in an event linked
to superstitious beliefs.

Mbeya Regional Police
Commander, Ulrich Matei told
reporters here that those who
were arrested include Andrew
Mwambuluma, a resident of Mbalizi
on the outskirts of Mbeya city and
Japhet Nguku (37) the father of
the deceased, who is a resident of
Msewe village in Mbarali District.

He said that the suspects allegedly
killed the child on May 3, this year and
went away with her body parts, so that
they can ‘get rich.’

RPC Matei said that after that the
remains of the baby girl were found at

Chimara Forest Reserve and “the body
was found decapitated and with the
right foot amputated. And the foot was
found buried nearby.”

The regional police chief said: “The
motive of this murder was monetary.
The father of the deceased took his
daughter to a businessman for five
million shillings for her to be killed and
her right foot amputated.”

The businessman, who was also
arrested, was meant to “give the foot
to a healer so that he would make a
product which would make him (the
father) prosperous,” Matei said.

The businessman admitted his
involvement and police are still hunting
for the healer.

The incident happens barely
three months, when ten -children
aged between three and six years

were brutally killed and some had
their organs chopped off in different
occasions in Njombe Region

Reports have it that the Killers
were also chopping off the children’s
reproductive and respiratory organs
in the Kkillings that are linked to
superstitious beliefs.

Njombe Regional Commissioner,
Christopher Ole Sendeka, had ordered
theimmediate arrest of all witchdoctors
who are linked to the brutal deaths of
innocent children.

The United Nations condemned the
killings at the time.

Such killings are not unusual in
Tanzania, where albinos are often
kidnapped and their body parts hacked
off for use as charms and magical
potions in the belief that they bring
wealth and good luck.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF A LOVING HUSBAND,
FATHER, GRANDFATHER AND UNCLE

Violators of plastic bags
ban to face 20m/- fine

By Guardian Reporter

AS the nation races towards the June 1 plastic bags ban
deadline, the National Environment Management Council
(NEMC) announced in Dar es Salaam yesterday that during
the interim period district officials will demarcate dumping
zones and it further warned that violators of the ban risk a
fine of up to 20m/-.

LOST OF MOTORCYCLE
REGISTRATION CARDS

Plate

ltems description numbers

The following registration cards had been lost in our office.

Chassis numbers

Owner

In an interview in the city, the NEMC director general, Dr
Samuel Gwamaka, said districts will allocate damping zones
of plastic bags and the public will be well informed on the
move.

He explained that regulations made under the
Environment Act of 2004, award a 20m/- fine to a convicted
importer and exporter of banned bags; production, storage
and distribution of the bags will attract a 10m/- fine and
selling of the bags will earn the seller a 10,000/- fine and
person caught using the bags will be fined 30,000/-.

The DG said the public should not worry about alternative
carrier bags because, he said, production of alternative
bags was progressing well. “At the moment we have 25
local industries producing paper bags and other industries
producing other types of alternative bags. Production of
such bags is expected to increase in the very near future,”
he assured.

He clarified that the ban excludes plastic wrap ups of
medicines, wrap ups of edibles such as milk or cashew nuts
or wrap ups of industrial, farm and construction products.
But, he emphasized, all such wrap ups must meet quality
standards of the Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS).

He said prospective investors should contact the Tanzania
Investment Centre, NEMC, TBS, the Small Scale Industries
Organisation (SIDO), and financial institutions.

He also said a national task force has been formed working
under the Vice-President’s Office.

Tour guides appeal
for insurance cover

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

THOUSANDS of tour guides in the country have no
insurance cover despite working in risky environments,
their umbrella body has said, calling for intervention from
stakeholders.

Speaking during the Tanzania Tour Guides Association
(TTGA) annual general meeting at the weekend, the TTGA
Chairperson, Halifa Msangi revealed here that the number of
Tour, Safari and Mountain Guides in the country has reached
6000 so far, but only 730 of them have been enrolled into
the National Health Insurance Scheme, leaving 5270 others
without the crucial cover.

According to Msangi even when it comes to the affiliation
of the Tanzania Tour Guides Association, most Safari Guides
continue to stay out of the enrolment because the association
has just 1360 members. “Through TTGA we have started
special arrangements to provide members with NHIF cards
under joint scheme but it seems many will still be left out,”
of them have been enrolled in industry oriented association,
thus missing out on plenty of associated benefits.

It was explained during the meeting that the reason why
most Tour and Safari Guides in the country have been
operating without the National Health Insurance Fund
(NHIF) cover or any of the related schemes was because
majority of these people happen to be freelancers, working
outside formal employment arrangements.

The TTGA Board Chairman Ally Ramadhan said at the
moment the association members are covered under ‘flying
doctor services,” as per recently hatched contract which is
an important step on that many guides work far away in the
field or remote places thus needing rescue. Safari Guides
take tourists to visit National Parks, Game reserves and other
attractions in the country, being exposed to various risky
situations such as road accidents, beasts’ attacks, sudden
sickness occurrences and natural disasters but it seems a few
of them find health insurance to be important thing.

Hosiana Siao is a lady tour and driver guide in-charge
of disciplinary department at the Tanzania Tour Guides
Association (TTGA); “The position I have endowed with
is simply meant to encourage other ladies to join the male
dominated industry,” she said.

According to Siao, Staying far away from families and
working in remote and dangerous plains are factors that
make most women to stay far away from the tour and safari
guide profession.
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IT HAS BEEN 5 YEARS SINCE THE DAY THAT GOD SAW YOU GETTING TIRED AND A CURE WAS NOT
WITHIN REACH. HE LOVED YOU MORE, PUT HIS ARMS AROUND YOU AND SAID "COME WITH ME." WITH
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MORE.

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERRED FOR THE TIRELESS WORK YOU PUT IN TO ENSURE YOUR FAMILY
HAVE A COMFORTABLE LIFE. WE THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THIS AND MOST OF ALL THANK THE

ALMIGHTY FOR ALLOWING YOU TO BE PART OF OUR LIVES.

WE MISS YOU DEARLY. YOU WILL FOREVER BE IN OUR HEARTS.

MAY YOUR SOUL CONTINUE RESTING IN ETERNAL PEACE
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Dodoma targets to
register 50,000 people
for the improved
community health fund

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

DODOMA region targets to register
at least 50,000 people in the improved
Community Health Fund (CHF) system
by the end of this year, thanks to the
support from the Health Promotion
and Systems Strengthening Project
(HPSS) in the region.

The main focus of health system
strengthening is to improve the health
financing system which includes
strengthening of the public financial
management, supporting Community
Health Funds through re-organizing
them into viable social health insurance
schemes, and improving the flows
of funding from the National Health
Insurance Fund (NHIF) to the health
services in Dodoma region.

HPSS is a project funded by the
Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) in collaboration
with the government of Tanzania and
it has been implemented by Swiss
Tropical and Public Health Institute in
Dodoma, Morogoro and Shinyanga.

Speaking here recently after
receiving equipment worth 19 million
from the HPSS, the Regional CHF
Coordinator, Francis Lutulala said the
support will help upscale improved
CHF coverage.

He noted that since the improved
system was launched in November,
2018, some 13,730 households have
been registered by early this month.

Lutulala thanked HPSS for the
support that included ICT equipment
and office furniture, saying it will help
accelerate coverage of households in
the improved CHF programme.

“Our target is to register at least
50,000 households into the prgramme

by the end of this year and the materials
we receive today will help realize that
goal” he said.

The coordinator noted that health
facilities have received substantial
amount of money through improved
system, being Sh 10 million in January,
Sh 12 million in February, Sh 19 in
March and about Sh 25 million yet to
be paid for April this year.

Speaking while officiating the event
Dodoma Regional Administrative
Secretary(RAS), Maduka Kessy also
thanked HPSS for the and sponsorship,
saying it will help regional CHF office to
work more efficiently.

He urged those involved in using
the equipment to ensure they are
used accordingly and take good care
of them, noting that without such ICT
equipment, the regional office will find
work very difficult.

“We thank HPSS for the support that
will increase our performance but I
urge the responsible officers to take
good care of the equipment aimed at
improving services” he said.

Our target is
toregister at

least 50,000
households into
the prgramme by
the end of this year
and the materials
we receive today
will help readlize
that goal

Tigo Tanzania Customer care officer Regani Emmanuel registers Chwaka Member of Parliament Bhagwa Measure (R) through biometric sim card registration system
at Parliament grounds in Dodoma over the weekend.

Premier urges clerics to preach unity, tolerance

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has
urged religious leaders in the country
to preach unity and tolerance among
Tanzanians to promote co-existence
which is a catalyst for peace.

The PM was speaking in Mwanza at
a ceremony to install Bishop Renatus
Nkwande of the Roman Catholic
Church as the Arch Bishop for
Mwanza diocese at a ceremony held at
Kawekamo grounds in the city.

PM Majaliwa who was speaking on

behalf of President John Magufuli,
told congregators who gathered at
the ceremony that leading people
spiritually and socially was a difficult
thing saying the appointment to lead
the diocese was a sign that he was
doing a great job.

“We leaders and worshipers have
confidence in what you are doing,
therefore accept this task with hope
because you are not alone,” he said.

The PM used the opportunity to
sensitize religious leaders to preach
peace and forgiveness.

In his remarks, Bishop Nkwande
expressed his sadness over the growing
beliefs in the country saying this was a
sign of deteriorating values among the
society.

“Our people have various beliefs that
had engulfed them for a long time and
it is the role of the church to create
public awareness  that God was the
answer,” he said.

Bisho Nkwande hailed president
Magufuli for the commendable job
that he is doing, saying the church
believed it was for the benefit of all

Tanzanians.

Earlier, when giving remarks from the
Tanzania Episcopal Conference (TEC)
president Bishop Gervas Nyaisonga
called upon catholic worshipers in the
Lake zone to offer support to the new
bishop.

Bishop Nyaisonga thanked the
government for offering support to
the church in various sectors such as
education and health.

The PM left Mwanza yesterday for
Arusha where he was expected to
receive about 200 tourists from China.

THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMNENT OF ZANZIBAR
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND PLANNING

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT PROJECT FOR DOMESTIC RESOURCE
MOBILIZATION AND NATURAL RESOURCE GOVERNANCE (ISP-DRM-NRG)

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

ISPG/DRMNRG/ZNZ/AfDB/QCBS/10/2019 For the Development and

Deployment of Integrated Operationalisation Software for
Zanzibar Utilities Regulatory Authority -ZURA

Financing Agreement reference: 2100150037346
Project ID No.: P-TZ-KFO-006

This Request for Expressions of Interest follows the General Procurement Notice for this project which was published in the UN Development
Business (UNDB online) and the African Development Bank’s Internet Website (www.afdb.org) on 30th November, 2017.

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF ZANZIBAR
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND PLANNING
INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT PROJECT FOR DOMESTIC RESOURCE
MOBILIZATION AND NATURAL RESOURCE GOVERNANCE (ISP-DRM-NRG)

SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE (SPN)
OPEN COMPETETIVE BIDDING - NATIONAL (OCB-NATIONAL)

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING AND TRAINING OF

CENTRALIZED CONTACT CENTER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (CCMS)
FOR ZANZIBAR REVENUE BOARD

ISPG/DRMNRG/ZNZ/AfDB/G10/NCB/2019

1. This Specific procurement notice follows the General Procurement Notice for

Escalations

Management Tool with SLA Tracking and

The Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar has received financing from the African Development Bank toward the cost of the Institutional Support
Project for Domestic Resource Mobilization and Natural Resource Governance (ISP-DRM-NRG) and intends to apply part of the agreed amount for
this loan to payments under the contract for Consultancy Services for the “Consultancy Services for Development and Deployment of
Integrated Operationalisation Software for Zanzibar Utilities Regulatory Authority -ZURA”

The objective of the assignment includes services but not limited to develop a comprehensive database and Integrated Regulated Systems (IRS)
to support effective processing, storage and sharing of information, develop standard procedures and guidelines for maintaining the database, and
the integrated system. The consultant will also be required to build capacity within ZURA to use and maintain the developed database and systems.

The duration for the implementation of this assignment is Eight months (8).

The Ministry of Finance and Planning now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in providing these services. Interested consultants
must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in
similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills among staff, etc.). Consultants may constitute joint-ventures to enhance their chances of
qualification.

Eligibility criteria, establishment of the short-list and the selection procedure shall be in accordance with the African Development Bank’s “Rules and
Procedures for the use of Consultants” Edition May 2008, Revised July 2012, which is available on the Bank's website at http://www.afdb.org.

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours; 7:30am to 3:30pm local time. Days not include
public holiday.

Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 29th May 2019 at 10:00am Local time and mentioned on the envelope
“Expression of interests for Consultancy Services for “Development and Deployment of Integrated Operationalisation Software for
Zanzibar Utilities Regulatory Authority -ZURA”

Late Expressions of Interest shall not be accepted for evaluation irrespective of the circumstances.

Attn: Project Coordinator ISP-DRMNRG,

Ministry of Finance and Planning,

ISP-DRMNRG PCU Office,

P.O. Box 1154,

12Keneth Kaunda Road

71402 Urban West,

Vuga,

Zanzibar.

Tel: +255 777 468 886/+255 777 470 557

E-mail: caliphansaid@yahoo.com or alimwalim@gmail.com

this project which was published in the UN Development Business (UNDB

online) and the African Development Bank’s Internet Website (www.afdb.org)

on 30th November, 2017. | 4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect
i the bidding documents at the office of;

Project Coordinator ISP-DRMNRG,

Ministry of Finance and Planning,

2. The Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar has received Financing from the
African Development Bank in various currencies towards the cost of

Institutional Support Project for Domestic Resource Mobilization and Natural P.0. Box 1154,
Resource Governance (ISP-DRM-NRG). It is intended that part of the 12Keneth Kaunda Road
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under the contract 71402 Urban West,

for Supply, Installation, Commissioning and user training of centralized Vuga,

contact center management system (CCMS) for Zanzibar Revenue Board Zanzibar.

Tel: +255 777 468 886/+255 777 470 557
E-mail: caliphansaid@yahoo.com or alimwalim@gmail.com

(ZRB).

3. The Ministry of Finance and Planning now invites sealed bids from eligible
bidders for the supply, installation, configuration and commissioning of a | 5.
computerized and web-enabled ZRB Contact Center Management Solution |
and Customer Relationship Management (CRMS) software that covers a
broad set of applications designed to help managing businesses process and
not limited from the customer data, customer interaction and access
business information in ZRB (Unguja and Pemba).

A complete set of bidding documents in English language may be purchased
by interested bidders from the above address and upon payment of a
non-refundable fee of Tanzanian Shillings One Hundred Thousand Only
(TZS: 100,000.00) or equivalent in a convertible currency. Payable in Cash,
Banker’s Draft, or Banker's Cheque to the Bank Name: The People’s Bank of
Zanzibar Ltd, Name of Account: Ministry of Finance Revenue Account,
Branch: Forodhani, Account Number: 021101000176.

LIST OF REQUIREMENTS :

The main objective of the assignment is to supply, setup and installation of | 6.
Centralized Call Center with Customer Relationship Management (CRM) |
System and Hardware Deployment & Managed back-office Services with Mobile

CRM Application for Zanzibar Revenue Board, which is cost effective, user :
friendly and functionality based that responds to the ZRB needs and fit for | 7.
purpose. |

The provisions in the Instructions to Bidders and in the General Conditions of
Contract are the provisions of the African Development Bank Standard
Bidding Document: Procurement of Goods.

All bids in one original plus three copies, properly filled in and enclosed in a
plain envelop must be delivered to the above office on or before 10:00am on
29nd May 2019 and must be accompanied by a security of Tanzanian
Shillings Five Million Only (TZS 5,000,000.00) or equivalent in an easily
convertible currency.

The supplied CCMS AND CRMS must be able to accept calls from all networks

and routed to available or next available Contact Center agent, the CCMS AND

CRMS must have at minimum the following functionalities: :
« Support 10 Contact Center Agents 8.
« Inbound and Outbound Campaigns 5
« Automatic Call Distribution
- Interactive Voice Response
« Distributed Teams :
« Comprehensive Reports | 9. Late bids, portion of bids, electronic bids, bids not received, and not opened
« Online Realtime Call and Agent Status and not read out in a public at the bid opening ceremony shall not be
Monitoring accepted for evaluation irrespective of the circumstances.
- Ability to Connect with SIP Gateway
« Ability to Connect with ISDN PRI E1 Lines
- Workforce Management

Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders’ representatives who choose
to attend at 10:00Am on 29th May 2019 at the offices of Ministry of Finance
and Planning, Conference Room, Ground Floor, P.O. Box
1154,12Keneth Kaunda Road,71402 Urban West, Vuga, Zanzibar.

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND PLANNING - ZANZIBAR

« Comprehensive Customer Relationship
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Deputy Minister in the President’s Office Public Service and Good Governance Dr Mary Mwanjelwa (3rdR) celebrates together with Tanzania
Public Service College choir of Mtwara branch at the 30th graduation held in Mtwara over the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Govt urges institutions to send
employees to Service College

By Guardian Correspondent, Mtwara

THE government has urged its institutions to
send their new employees to the Tanzania Public
Service College (TPSC) for training on values after
identifying some few shortages with the newly
employed public workers.

Speaking during the 30th graduation ceremony
for TPSC Mtwara campus, the Deputy Minister
the Deputy Minister of State in the President’s
Office responsible for Public Service and Good
Governance Mary Mwanjelwa, said a plan was
underway to let all employers in the public sector
to take their new employees to the college for
specialized training on public service.

The challenges include, the disclosing of
government information saying this can be
oversome if the workers can be trained on public
service.

“Letme call upon all employers to take their new
employers here, and this should be mandatory
and not a request,” said the deputy minister.

She advised the college to offer training that is
in line with the government’s agenda to build an
industrialized economy adding that the college
should also conduct research that is in line with
the current government’s agenda.

The minister also advised the college’s workers

to work hard so that the government can serve
Wananchi as required.

Earlier, the acting Principal for the college
Dr Emanuel Shindika told the deputy Minister
that out of the 2686 graduates, 787 have been
awarded certificates (NTA 4), 711 Diplomas,
1185 advanced diplomas while three have been
awarded postgraduate diplomas. He said the
college is working on improving its services
including expanding laboratories, libraries, and
communication systems in its various campuses.

Among the courses being offered by the college
includes library services, record keeping and
sensitive information keeping among others.

Tanzania Public Service was established to
support public service department on Training,
Consultancy and Research in order to meet
customers’ satisfaction. Tanzania Public Service
is running some projects on various disciplines in
order to improve the quality of Service.

Let me call upon all employers
to take their new employers
here, and this should be
mandatory and not a request

By Guardian Correspondent, Monduli

A non-governmental organisation
with its headquarters in German-—
Tandia has conducted training to 200
health practitioners and doctors in
Monduli district on how to protect

Tandia conducts training to 200 health

anthrax outbreak since most of the
residents are livestock keepers. He said
the outbreak of the disease have been
causing several deaths of animals and
human beings.

Training coordinator, Joyce Shanghai
said the organization has been

themselves from infectious diseases
following recent outbreaks of cholera
and anthrax.

Speaking at a closing ceremony
of the nine days training which
were conducted at Mto wa Mbu, the
district coordinator for epidemics, Dr
Joel Nkika said they aim at imparting
the doctors with skills and techniques
to handle patients without being
infected.

He said they have chosen health

practitioners and doctors in Monduli

practitioners from Monduli district
since it is among the places that have
been frequently reported to have
cholera and anthrax outbreaks.

“Monduli has been frequently
attacked with anthrax and cholera
outbreaks which have resulted
into deaths of people and animals.
The training will also help us in the
prevention against the epidemics”, he
said.

Tandia Director, Regina Meissner
said the organization has been
supporting health projects in the
district since 2015. He said they have
successfully managed to reduce a
number of health challenges that
villagers were facing.

She noted that Tandia has
been supporting construction of
dispensaries, maternity units, labour
wards and construction of water tanks

at Mbuyuni area.

“We have invested much in Monduli
district after realizing the area is
vulnerable to various epidemics. The
district also faces shortage of delivery
suites at its health centers”, said
Meissner adding they are planning
to provide similar support to other
districts.

A participant, Dr Emma Msofe, Senior
Medical Officer at Mto wa Mbu health

center said: “The skills we acquired will
help us to protect our people against
the epidemic. We have been educated
on proper use of equipment and
medicine administration”.

Medical Officer from Engaruka
health center, Elisha Kilanga said they
have learned how to care of anthrax
patients without being infected.

According to Kilanga, Moduli district
has been frequently attacked with

conducting to training to various
groups such as health practitioners,
doctors, laboratory technicians and
security guards.

In February this year, anthrax killed
two people in Kilimanjaro region.

In January, the disease killed four
people in south-western Tanzania’s
district of Momba, Songwe Region.

In September 2017, an outbreak of
the disease killed at least 42 hippos in
Ruaha National Park.
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Graphite mining firm donates 7.6
tonnes of food to schools in Ulanga

By Guardian Correspondent, Ulanga

MAHENGE Resources through its school feed-
ing programme has dished out 6.5 tonnes of maize
and 1.1 tonnes of beans to primary and secondary
schools in Ulanga District t, Morogoro Region.

Speaking over the weekend soon after receiving
the support, Ulanga District Commissioner, Ngol-
lo Malenya lauded the graphite mining company
for its consistently contribution the growth of
natural resource rich district. “We appreciate for
your support our district, which has a lot to the
development if this area,” the DC said.

Malenya suggested the need for sustainable re-
lationship between the mining firm and the entire
community of Ulanga and the country at large.

She stated: “I believe that the unity existing be-
tween our district and the company will lead to
a brighter and beneficial future for all the parties
involved.” “It is impressive when sound investors
see the importance and need to contribute to the
community surrounding them and the nation by
action,” the DC said.

For his part, Mahenge Resources Vice Presi-
dent Corporate, Hekima Raymond said: “Invest-
ing in the future of our nation is what Mahenge
Resources does. Positive investments in the future
of people who are part of our community are ab-
solutely consistent with our values, and our social
and community responsibility programme”.

He added: “We do understand that the children
have meal challenges, especially the before har-
vesting period. So, our support is meant to ensure
nothing comes between them and instead they
can focus on their studies.”

According to him, the total amount of food pro-
vided this year amounts to 7.4 tonnes worth 8m/-.

This is a fourth consecutive year for Mahenge
Resources has been providing meals for Primary
and Secondary schools in the district and the
impact is now noticeable in terms of improved
student performance in both attendance and na-
tional examinations.

We have this year increased both the amount of
food provided and number of schools benefiting
from this programme. This year we’ve included
Makanga—a primary school that accommodates
with children with special needs.”

In addition to the school food program, he said:
“Having gone through the mine permitting and
licensing process, while establishing funding ar-

rangements to build the mine, we will fully deploy
our full community development and Resettle-
ment Action Plan to further benefit the commu-
nity in our way to advance the project and con-
tinuing support our community is the sort of win:
win outcome we try to embrace.”

“The volume of funds advanced accounts for
some 18 per cent of the total funding of the school
buildings upgrade programme. This is a signifi-
cant contribution for the company before we
have commenced building the mine, and before
we have established commercial production. As
we work through the mine permitting and licens-
ing process, and establish funding arrangements
to build the mine, we will fully deploy our full
community development and resettlement ac-
tion plan to further benefit the community.

“Working with the government to secure per-
mitting and operating licenses, so we can advance
the project and further support our community
is the sort of win: win outcome we are trying to
embrace,” he said.

The official added: “Mahenge Resources takes
our corporate social responsibility programme
seriously and actively contributes to our commu-
nity through the following programmes—provid-
ing food for primary school pupils in some rural
schools in order to overcome the absenteeism
problem that had been facing the schools.

“We also provide food for some secondary
school students whose homes are far away from
school, in order to overcome the absenteeism and
teenage pregnancy problems and gave 100 per
cent scholarship to 100 needy secondary school
students to ensure their dreams are not stuck.

“The company supports availability of clean
water to some disadvantaged schools to ensure
students and teachers live healthy, as well as fund-
ing construction of teachers residential houses es-
pecially where there is scarcity of teachers due to
lack of residency.”

He also said that Mahenge Resources provides
funding for the construction of classrooms, do-
nates students’ chairs (desks) to reduce insuffi-
ciency, providing food to orphaned students to
improve their comfort ability in studies, fund-
ing renovation of school laboratories in terms of
building and equipping, supporting sportswear
to village teams and donation of tracksuits for
primary school pupils to support art, culture and
patriotism.
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Uhuru torch
race leader
Mzee Mkongea
Ali inaugu-
rates fish
pond project
which is under
Mwananchi
youth garage
in Shinyanga
urban yester-
day.
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The secret behind China’s economic miracle

By Guardian Reporter

CHINAS economic miracle is a combina-
tion of several factors, including globalization,
openness and cooperation, a prominent Chi-
nese national has said.

Speaking during a high-level business talk
in Dar es Salaam, board member, deputy sec-
retary and member of the party committee at
Moutai Group, Wang Yan, said 40 years ago,
China was poorer than most African countries
at present.

The business talk, which was graced by for-
mer Prime Minister, Mizengo Pinda held in Dar
es Salaam, was part of the “Cultural Moutai,
Colorful Guizhou” - China Kweichow Moutai
Belt and Road Branding Initiative in Tanzania”.

The business talks also coincided with the
launch of Moutai liquor in Tanzania.

“Africa is still developing. China’s develop-
ment miracle from being the poorest country
in the world to today has showcased the pro-

found power globalization, openness and co-
operation have over people’s lives...I remem-
ber vividly that over 40 years ago, the income
of Chinese families was extremely low and tel-
evisions were not yet popular.,” he said.

He said national brands such as Hitachi, Pa-
nasonic, Coca-Cola, and Renmao began to ad-
vertise and promote their business cultures in
mainland China.

To-date, the companies have not only
changed Chinese people’s way of life, but they
have also gained great commercial success by
contributing to China’s development.

“As Maotai, we choose Africa for both the
beautiful past between China and Africa and
the bright future lies ahead,” he said.

On the Maotai liquor, he said as China’s most
influential brand comes top in various interna-
tional lists such as WPP and Kantar Millward
Brown, Forbes and Financial Times.

“Just like in China, people here love good
liquor or wine because they bring happiness.

We also hope that the arrival of Moutai would
bring more joy and happiness to the people in
Tanzania,” he said.

In 2018, the revenue of Maotai Group hit
12.6 billion US dollars, net profit reached 5.8
billion US dollars and tax revenue 5.6 billion
US dollars. The total assets exceeded 30 billion
US dollars.

The event comes at a time when China is
marking the 6th anniversary of its “Belt and
Road” Initiative.

With the growing number of model projects
of China-Africa cooperation, as an active par-
ticipant and supporter, Africa has rapidly be-
come a demonstration zone for the “Belt and
Road” Initiative.

The Belt and Road Initiative is a develop-
ment strategy adopted by the Chinese govern-
ment involving infrastructure development
and investments in 152 countries and interna-
tional organizations in Europe, Asia, Middle
East, Latin America and Africa.
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FRTI (Z)USAID | TANZANIA

INTERNATIONAL
USAID/Tanzania Water Resources Integration Development Initiative

! VACANT POSITION | (USAIDIWARID)

RTI International is an independent organization dedicated to conducting innovative, multidisciplinary research that improves the human condition. With a
worldwide staff of more than 4,000 people, RT! offers innovative research and development and a full spectrum of multidisciplinary services. Universities in
North Carolina founded RT! in 1958 as a centerpiece of the Research Triangle Park.

Request for Quotations

For Supply of Pipes and Fittings
WARIDI-0023-2019

RTI has patterned with USAID on a 5-year cooperative agreement project, Ukoa Maisha Dhibiti Malaria Activity (OMDM) in Tanzania. The purpose of this
project is to support the Government of Tanzania to reduce the burden of malaria and to move towards the long-term goal of malaria elimination. Under a
cooperative agreement, USAID funds malaria surveillance, entomological monitoring, drug efficacy monitoring and monitoring of other vector control
interventions.

Winrock International is a sub-contractor to Tetra Tech the prime implementing partner for the
USAID/Tanzania Water Resources Integration Development Initiative (USAID/WARIDI) pursuant to
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, and in accordance with USAID Contract No
RTl is currently seeking to fill a vacancy for the OMDM project. In this regard we are currently seeking applications for the Senior Technical Advisor position. AID-OAA-I-14-00068/AID-621-TO-16-00003.
WARIDI is a USAID funded five-year activity which seeks to achieve improvements in health, water
resources management, agriculture, climate change adaptation and the environment in Tanzania.
WARIDI promotes state-of-the-art approaches in cross-sectoral, integrated management of
water-related resources and services

SENIOR TECHNICAL ADVISOR - Dar es Salaam based (1 Position)

The Senior Technical Advisor will provide technical assistance to the project, particularly focused on Results 2 and 3 around entomological and drug efficacy
monitoring.

Key Responsibilities:

« Serves as a member of OMDM’s Senior Leadership team, providing vision and strategic technical leadership for the project.

+  Leads implementation of activities under Results 2 and 3 - entomological and drug efficacy surveillance, managing relationships with key
collaborators and beneficiaries, including the National Malaria Control Program (NMCP), Zanzibar Malaria Elimination Program (ZAMEP), National
Institute for Medical Research (NIMR), CDC and USAID.

Supports capacity strengthening of government counterparts in entomological and drug efficacy monitoring and surveillance.
Provides input to the development and implementation of annual work and performance milestone plans.
Supports technical management of sub agreements with collaborating partners under Results 2 and 3.

Through this RFQs, USAID/WARIDI requests quotations from qualified locally registered Vendors to
Supply pipes and fittings as summarized in the table below and detailed in Attachment 7 of bidding
documents.

WARIDI-0023-2019: IRUWASA-IRINGA

Supports implementation of OMDM's MEL plan to ensure project indicators are being met. Type of pipes Size Class
Represents the project on behalf of RTl in regional or key global meetings, consultative sessions and conferences.
Qualifications: GS Pipes 1inch - 6 inch Medium to Heavy Duty
ualifications: -
«  Master's degree in public health, social sciences, international development, or a related field. HDPE Plpes 50mm - 75mm PN10
At least 7 years’ experience managing and leading entomological surveillance activities for health projects in Tanzania. uPvC Pipes 90mm - 160mm PN10 - PN16

Excellent knowledge of data collection protocols for quality data collection and verification. Exceptional ability to analyze multiple sources of data
to identify data trends and provide recommendations on project implementation.

Excellent knowledge of Tanzania national issues impacting malaria, including demonstrated success collaborating with NMCP, ZAMEP, and local
government institutions.

Demonstrated track record in disseminating programmatic and research outcomes and findings at national and international conferences, as well
as in the published peer-reviewed literature.

Knowledge of U.S. government health initiatives and related reporting requirements and funding parameters.

Strong knowledge of USAID reporting procedures.

Fluency in Swahili; exceptional English written and oral communication skills.

Strong proficiency with Microsoft Office Suite applications.

Willingness and ability to travel frequently within Tanzania.

A complete set of the Bidding Documents may be obtained via email from Procurement Officer,
Winrock International, JR House, Old Dar es Salaam Road, P.O Box 768, Morogoro, Tanzania,
email: waridi.procurement@winrock.org no later than Monday May 20, 2019. Any questions
should be sent by Monday May 20, 2019 at 5.00pm East Africa Time; and will be responded to in one
all-inclusive written document provided to all bidders via email on Monday May 20, 2019.

Quotations must be received no later than 12:00 Noon East African Time on Monday, May 27, 2019.
Late submissions will not be accepted. All quotations are to be submitted following the guidelines
listed in the bidding documents. Telephone requests will not be honored.

To apply, please email your CV/Resume and Cover Letter only to omdmhr@gmail.com by May 31, 2019.
Please indicate name of the position that you are applying for in the Subject Line of your Application. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Bids shall be opened in public, in the presence of the bidder's representatives who choose to attend,
at Winrock International offices, JR House, Old Dar es Salaam Road, P.O Box 768, Morogoro,

Tanzania, at 2.00 pm, on Monday, May 27, 2019.

Please note: “No applicant will ever be asked for any payment either to secure a role with RTI International or as a follow-up to having been awarded a
position with RTI International. If anyone ever approaches you asking for any such payment, please immediately email ethics@rti.org”

Winrock International

RT! International is proud to be an equal opportunity employer

\
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Puma Energy Tanzania conducts
road safety education to drivers

By Felister Peter

AS part of commemorations to
mark the United Nations global road
safety week, Puma Energy Tanzania
Limited has conducted road safety
education to drivers through its
ambassadors from Dar es Salaam’s
Bunge primary school.

The company has decided to use
children as its road safety ambassadors
since they are among the vulnerable
groups that are exposed to road risks
when going and coming back from
school.

The UN global road safety week was
internationally held from May 6 -12,
2019 with a theme—"Speak Up to Save
Life’. It is celebrated after every two
years.

Speaking during the event, Puma
Energy Tanzania, Managing Director,
Dominic Dhanah said: “we do business
but we are also committed to create
awareness for safe use of the roads by
educating children, our customers and
the general public”.

He said that

through  the

ambassadors, Puma gave out various
educational materials and gifts carrying
road safety messages to children and
parents passing at Puma stations for
fuel services. The materials include
exercise books and reflector bags for
children.

He said the oil company will continue
to collaborate with other organization
which will be engaging in road safety
programs to ensure the safety of road
users.

World Health Organization (WHO)
statistics indicates that young people
aged between 5 and 29 years are the
mostly killed by road crashes as 1.35
million people die on the world’s roads
each year.

Dhanah called upon drivers and
other road users to be careful when on
the road and to always adhere to traffic
rules and road signs.

Rosenice Senyandumi, a Standard
Six pupil at Bunge primary school
said: “I have been the safety
ambassador for three years; we have
been educating road users, drivers
and our fellow students on safe use

of the roads to avoid accidents. We
insist on drivers to respect traffic
regulations and make sure they drive
slowly to allow people to cross the
roads”.

Manager, Puma Road Safety
Programme, Neema Swai said: “It was
high time the government comes up
with plans to protect school children
from road crashes”.

Swai added that distribution of
educational materials and gifts to
road users will partly help reduce the
accidents as road safety messages
reaches many people at once.

Ambokege Minga is the Health
Safety Environmental Manager, said
the company will continue providing
road safety education to Tanzanians by
using children ambassadors.

“We care for people’s lives because
they are our customers. We have been
conducting road safety programs since
20127, he noted.

Puma Energy started the program
in 2012 which has already covered 33
schools and trained a total of 39,000
children in the country.
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Wellworth Group of Companies administrative officer, Saimon Nguka (C) talks at a press conference on closing of Kunduchi
Beach Hotel for major renovation in Dar e Salaam over the weekend.

Kiwoce open school vows to empower youth with better working skills

By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

THE Kilimanjaro-based Kilimahewa
Women’s and Orphan’s Centre for
Education (Kiwoce) is determined to
empower youth with better skills that
will make them realize their dreams.

Kiwoce is a full-service,
community-based educational
center. EdPowerment’s three key

concentrations - core academics,
employability skills and personal
development - all have a place at this
officially registered “Open School.”
Director and the founder of the
centre, Graceanna Lyimo made the

pledge when speaking at the official
opening of girls hostel building
at the school premises located
at Msasani village in Moshi Rural
District. The hostel has the capacity of
accommodating 80 students at once
and the school hosts 120 students.

Lyimo said that despite of the
successes recorded in the country’s
education sector, there are still some
challenges that thwart youth from poor
families to get formal education.

“My dream is to ensure that all
those who can’t read and write realize
their dreams, by empowering them
with practical skills,” she said, citing:

“There are some girls, who they can
do all family chores such as cooking.
But, they cannot be employed only
because of they are uneducated. We're
empowering them with practical skills
so that they can be employable.”
According to Graceanna, her dream
started in 2007 when she decided
to build the center as platform for
women to meet and learn various
economic empowerment issues such
as agriculture and petty business.
Using diverse teaching strategies,
hands-on and on-line educational tools,
and individual attention, the Center
works to compensate for the deficits

that most students have coming from
poor areas with marginalized schools
and encourage mindsets that are open
and able to learn.

Resident rector from Institute of
Adult Education, Amina Mbughi
commended the center for providing
support to youth who failed to get
education in formal system, saying non-
formal education is key in addressing
inequality in any country.

Mbughi unveiled that there are more
than 30 centers offering non-formal
education in Kilimanjaro region.

who came together to find a way for
their children - unable to attend formal
schools - to keep learning. These
women and their children gathered
each day under a tree on the property
of their leader, Grace Lyimo.

From under the tree, instruction
moved into a small two-room turquoise
building on the property where
volunteers (local and foreign) taught
the children English and math. In 2010,
KIWOCE’s future changed radically
when three of these volunteers joined
forces to make it a focal point of their

In 2011-2012, EdPowerment
refurbished the original building,
upgraded the outdoor patio to serve as
additional classroom space, and funded
a more sanitary toilet space. More
importantly, EdPowerment financed a
successful Water Well, critical for the
Center’s growth.

From 2012 - 2015, funding from
another US based non-profit, Go
Campaign, for two classroom
buildings, and a $53,000 Rotary Global
Grant catapulted KIWOCE's capacity.
EdPowerment remained the engine
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about the status

TANZANIA PRINTING SERVICES LTD.

QUALITY PRINTERS & STATIONERY MANUFACTURERS

JOB VACANCY

We at Tanzania Printing Services (TPS) are looking for highly qualified Team in the

Production Manager: Who will be responsible to run successfully a commercial
print factory of offset, web and packaging machines with following responsibilities :

* Plan, execute and manage the entire production process of the organization & ensure the
best utilization of all the available resources

 Sound knowledge of print procedures and color matching systems

+  Sound knowledge of computer systems

+ Ensuring the achievement of production plan

+ Directly coordinating with the senior management about factory efficiency

+ Understanding the client needs and briefing it to floor supervisors and revert back to sales

* Managing daily machine scheduling of all production departments
* Responsible for coordinating production schedules, MIS reports

« Control on Consumables, Labor cost & Wastage control
* Delivering Quality products and ensure the printed materials are to standards
+ Diploma in Printing or similar field is required
« 5-7 years of experience in the same field

* Must speak English & Swahili

Sales Manager: Who will be responsible for his targets with following responsibilities :
+ Plan & execute the company’s sales and business development activities
* |dentify clients for potential sales
+ Achieve sales in accordance with budgeted and agreed targets
« Set strategies to enter new market and increase sales
* Execute the sales process including calls and visits to potential clients
+ Coordinate with the technical team for costing inputs for preparation of quotes
+ Close sales with clients, in line with company pricing policy
+ Follow up with all clients to ensure client satisfaction on products and service quality
* Lead and drive sales team in order to achieve sales target
+ Diploma in Sales/Marketing or similar field is required
« 5 -7 years of experience in commercial printing and packaging
 Must speak English & Swahili

215219701

All interested candidates should email their CV to hr@tps.co.tz

Deadline of Submission: May 30, 2019

KIWOCE began as a group of mamas newly-created  501-c3  non-profit, behind its operations, staffing and
from a subsistence farming community = EdPowerment. educational schemes.
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The UN
Refugee Agency

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (CEol)

Implementation of 2020 UNHCR Refugee Protection and Assistance Projects in Tanzania
CEol - Ref. No: UNHCR/2019/001 - Tanzania; May 2019

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established on December 14, 1950 by the United Nations General Assembly. The
agency is mandated to lead and co-ordinate international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the
rights and well-being of refugees. It strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another State, with the option to return
home voluntarily, integrate locally or to resettle in a third country. It also has a mandate to help stateless people.

In delivering its mandate, UNHCR also collaborates with more than 900 governmental, non-governmental, UN agencies and other partners, and this partnership is solid
and expanding.

While host Governments have the primary responsibility for assuring protection and provision of basic services to refugees and asylum-seekers, UNHCR supports the
Governments in discharging this responsibility in line with international protection standards.

UNHCR is physically present in Tanzania and supports the Government of Tanzania in the provision of assistance to refugees and asylum seekers also known as
Persons of Concern (PoCs) through close collaboration with the UN-system in Tanzania and through partnership(s) with international / local organization(s) and other
stakeholders based in Tanzania.

The purpose of this Call for Expression of Interest (UNHCR/2019/001 -
Tanzania) is to solicit interest from existing or prospective partners that wish to
participate in the UNHCR operation in Tanzania and contribute complementary

5. Education and Youth Empowerment
6. Protection of children, persons of specific needs (PSN), SGBV including
Psychosocial and Legal

resources (human resources, knowledge, funds, in-kind contribution, supplies support/assistance
and or equipment) to achieving common objectives as agreed in a Project 7. Warehousing, Mechanical workshop, Fleet and Fuel maintenance and
Partnership Agreement. management

The partners to be selected through this CEol are expected to manage the daily 8. Various assistance o refugees and asylum seekers n Dar es Salaam

operational programme activities under UNHCR's overall guidance in line with
the UNHCR global and operational strategic priorities, policies, procedures and
quidelines.

Concept note template with brief description and background of each
programme area and  selection criteria can be found on
https:/lwww.unpartnerportal.org. Upon receipt of the Concept Notes, a UNHCR
multi-functional Committee will review the concept notes in accordance with the
pre-defined criteria. The applicant organizations will receive written notification
of the outcome of the assessment before end of July. Instructions for any
follow-up that might be required by the applicants will be provided in this
response.

Organizations that have the required technical and complementary attributes to
UNHCR'’s capacities and resources for undertaking any of the below-mentioned
Programme areas are invited to respond to this CEol (Ref. No: UNHCR
2019/001 Tanzania) by submiting a Concept Note/s on
https:/lwww.unpartnerportal.org latest by 9th June 2019. Registration on the
Portal is pre-requisite for submission of concept notes. The Concept Note (one
per programme area) must be clear and concise, not exceeding 3 pages and
only written in English language. The programme areas are:

In case of need for clarifications or additional information, please contact

tandaeoi@unhcr.org before 20th May 2019.

Please also consult UNHCR's website www.unhcr.org for more information on

1. Health, Nutrition, Reproductive Health and HIV services UNHCR and it lobal polcy prioites.

2. Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH); Shelter and Infrastructure
3. Resilience, Livelihoods and Self -reliance, Energy and Environment

4. Camp Management including non-ood items distributions National NGOs are strongly encouraged to participate and submit their concept

note/s for this important call.

Issuing UNHCR Office Implementing Partnership Management Committee

Chairperson. Call for Expressi |:In !:::i t2019

P. O. Box 2666, Plot 1674aRuT¢ Stieql, NN,
Dar es Salaam ’

Contact Address

Signature, Representative 7 ) )

Full name and title, Representative Ms. Chansa Kapaya, Co &/
(AN R R

Name of UNHCR Office UNHCR Representation Officerddr es-Salaam

Date

215222301
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We can end shame:
Fistula is curable

CCORDING to the United

Nations Population Fund

(UNFPA) as many as 3,000

Tanzanian women develop
obstetric fistula each year, a condition
that leaves them incontinent, leaking
urine or faeces uncontrollably. As a
result, they are often excluded from
their families and communities.
Obstetric fistula is a childbirth injury
caused by prolonged, obstructed
labour. It occurs when pressure from
the baby’s head compresses the
mother’s soft tissue in the birth canal,
which obstructs blood flow. Without
blood, the tissues die and a hole forms
between the bladder and the vagina or
the rectum and the vagina.

Comprehensive Community
Based Rehabilitation in Tanzania
(CCBRT) is a Tanzanian health care
organisation which works to prevent
disability, provide affordable medical
and rehabilitative services, and
aid empowerment of people with
disabilities and their families. It also
seeks to prevent disability through
early identification by strengthening
the maternal and newborn health
system throughout Dar es Salaam.

To help remove barriers to
treatment, CCBRT covers the cost
of all obstetric fistula patients’
treatment, accommodation, and meals
throughout their course of care. CCBRT
also supports six partner hospitals in
Tanzania to provide treatment, making
fistula care more accessible for all
Tanzanian women. CCBRT and its
partner facilities performed more than
1,012 fistula surgeries.

In the same vein, the government
has said plans are underway to ensure
specialised clinical services aimed
at curbing the increasing number
of deaths caused by the pregnancy-
related obstetric fistula disease are
available right across the country.

The comprehensive emergency
obstetric and newborn care services

will be installed in all public health
centres. The services will target
pregnant women experiencing fatal
complications, including severe
bleeding, infection, prolonged or
obstructed labour, and eclampsia, as
well as newborns with asphyxia.

They will be provided with safe
blood transfusions, provision of
oxytocin and antibiotics, caesarean
section surgery, manual removals of
the placenta, assisted vaginal delivery,
controlled abortions, and resuscitation
of newborns.

Although official figures show that
roughly 3,000 women suffer from
obstetric fistula in the country each
year, the number is much lower than
the real situation on the ground where
most cases go unreported for fear of
stigmatisation for patients. Only 113 of
the country’s 484 public health centres
are providing the treatment services in
a comprehensive manner so far.

The target is to ensure the remaining
centres also do the same, he said.

The government first launched its
National Fistula Programme in 2005.

At least 400,000 expectant mothers
die every year in the country due
to complications arising from being
unable to afford the necessary delivery
kits.. We are told that the government
will distribute baby delivery packs to
500,000 women in the country. This
is a commendable move to bail out the
victims.

The national health policy of 2007 is
aimed at improving the health status of
all people in the country, including the
elderly and expectant mothers.

Indeed, such services are the only
proven approach to saving the lives of
women who die while pregnant, giving
birth, or right after birth. Available data
shows that hundreds of thousands of
women die each year worldwide due
to fistula, a disease caused by a hole in
the birth canal leading to delayed or
obstructed labour.

We ought to see value of having
medical health insurance

EALTH care in Tanzania

is available depending

on ones income and

accessibility. People in
urban areas have better access to
private and public medical facilities.
Insurance has only in recent years
been introduced where as pension
schemes have been around longer but
the limitations of either are vast and
not attending to the needs of majority
of Tanzanians.

Health care financing is among the
key component of a functional health
system. Financing involves three
aspects, namely revenue collection,
risk pooling, and purchasing. In recent
years, there hasbeen agrowingdemand
foraccessto high-quality and affordable
care for all, thus the government is
committed to respond with a process
of developing health financing strategy
was underway since early 2013. An
inter-ministerial steering committee
has been developed, composed of key
ministries and department to ensure
that the proposed reforms meet the
needs of the population. Improving
the prepayment mechanisms are the
main agenda in the development of
the strategy, which is assumed to be
a potential facilitator in the progress
towards UHC.

The Arusha Declaration in 1967
initiated by the founding father of
the nation Mwalimu Julius Nyerere,
outlined the principles of Ujamaa
(Nyerere vision of social and economic
policies) to develop the national
economy.

It marked the start of a series
of health sector reforms with the
intention of increasing universal access
to social services to the poor and those
living in marginalized rural areas.

However, by the early 1990s, the
strain of providing free health care
for all became evident in the face of

rising health care costs and a struggling
economy. Early 1990s the government
adopted health sector reforms that
changed the financing system from
free services to mixed financing
mechanisms including cost sharing
policies.

In the same vein, a Local health
organisation—Nordic Foundation
Tanzania (NOFOTA) recently launched
a three-month special campaign
on medical insurance for all titled
“Afyabando” which is designed to
encourage ordinary citizens to have
medical insurance for their wellbeing.

According to the lead consultant of
special campaign on medical insurance
the initiative is aimed at reaching the
underserved communities in urban
and rural areas such the elderly,
children and women.

Indeed health insurance coverage in
Tanzania is still very low and as of June
2013 National Health Insurance Fund
(NHIF) had covered about 6.6 per cent
of the population while Community
Health Fund (CHF) covers about 7.3 per
cent of the population based on 2012
Census. Beneficiaries of NHIF include
the contributing members, spouse and
up to four dependants.

It is our hope that the campaign
should to scale up the health insurance
coverage in Tanzania to at least 75 per
cent of the country’s population.

This shows that the majority of
Tanzanians lack completely medical
insurance and some end up dying of
preventable deaths.

We are also told that the fund, which
will be obtained from the lottery will
partly be used to purchase medical
equipment and hospital consumables
for few selected health centres, namely
the Community Centre for Preventive
Medicine (CCP) in Kinyerezi and a new
medical facility called Tanzania Nordic
Medical Centre in Kinyerezi.
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By Special Correspondent

Y mission to Venezuela

in November/December

2017 was the first by

a UN rapporteur in 21
years. It was intended to open the
door to the visit of other rapporteurs
and to explore ways how to help the
Venezuelan people overcome the
protracted economic and institutional
crisis.

In preparation of the mission I
studied all pertinent reports by the
Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, UN High Commissioner,
Amnesty International, Human Rights
Watch, Provea, Fundalatin, Grupo
Sures, Red Nacional de Derechos
Humanos, etc.

During the mission, thanks to the
professionalism of UNDP, I was able to
meet with members of the opposition,

National Assembly, chamber of
commerce, churches, professors,
students, representatives of OAS,

Carter Center, victims of violence, and
civil society. Since my mother tongue
is Spanish, it was easy to inter-relate
with Venezuelans, walk the streets,
visit the supermarkets. I learned about
the scarcity of foods and medicines,
black markets, smuggling of subsidized
petrol, foods and medicines into
neighbouring countries. The situation
did not reach and still does not reach
the threshold of a “humanitarian crisis”
as we know from Gaza, Yemen, Syria,
Sudan, Haiti, etc.

A major obstacle to solving the
problems was the polarization of
the population and the dearth of
confidence-building  measures. I
recognized that the government
needed advisory services and technical
assistance from UN agencies in order
to carry out needed economic and
institutional reforms.

I convened a meeting with UN
agencies in order to explore concrete

The crisis in Venezuela

strategies. In a 6-page confidential
memorandum to the government and
in my report to the UN Human Rights
Council I formulated constructive
recommendations, some of which were
quickly put into effect. I had requested
the release of 23 detainees, 80 were
released on 23 December 2017, more
in the course of 2018. UN agencies
noticeably intensified their assistance,
in particular FAO and UNIDO, especially
to manage the impacts of the sanctions.

Following my visit I continued
to  follow  developments and
study documentation, statistics
and arguments from all sides. My
diagnosis: The crisis is not caused by
the ideological “failure of socialism as
an economic model” (socialism has
not failed in Norway, Sweden, China),
but by concrete and palpable causes,
the dramatic fall in the price of crude
oil, the over-dependence on exports,
the failure to diversify the economy,
an excess of ideologues and relative
scarcity of technocrats in government.

Most importantly, the crisis is the
result of the cumulative impacts of 20
years of internal and external economic
war, financial blockade, and sanctions.
The mainstream narrative attributes
the crisis to incompetence and
corruption, but these also plague most
Latin American countries. Besides,
the level of corruption in Venezuela in
the 1980’s and 1990’s was higher and
Chavez won the 1998 elections on a
wave of disgust at the corruption of
the neo-liberal governments. I spent
two hours with the current Attorney
General in Caracas, from whom I
received ample documentation on the
government’s vigorous anti-corruption
campaign, investigations and on-going
prosecutions.

US efforts to topple Chavez started

early, and the CIA cooperated with
the Venezuelan oligarchy in the failed
coup against Chavez on 11/12 April
2002. The 48-hour President Pedro
Carmona had promptly issued a decree
doing away with 49 pieces of social
legislation, suspending the Supreme
Court, the Chavez National Assembly,
dismissing governors, etc. Although
there is nothing more undemocratic
than a coup - Carmona and the US
media spoke of “restoring democracy”
in Venezuela.

Back in 1970, when Allende was
democratically elected President of
Chile, Nixon called in Kissinger and told
him that the US would not tolerate an
alternative socio-economic system in
Latin America and that the US would
make the Chilean economy “scream”.
When in spite of sanctions the Allende
government proved resilient, it was
necessary to use more muscle and
General Pinochet carried out the coup
that ushered 17 years of “democracy”
- and torture - in Chile. As we know
from the studies of Stephen Kinzer
and William Blum, US Military and CIA
interventions in Cuba, Haiti, Dominican
Republic, Grenada, Panama, Nicaragua,
Paraguay etc. have cost tens of
thousands of lives and brought untold
misery to millions of Latin Americans.

“Human Rights” has nothing to do
with the US Venezuela policy. As it was
in Iraq 2003 and Libya 2011, it is OIL.
The US covets the largest oil reserves
in the world, as well as the third
largest reserves in gold and coltan. If
Maduro is toppled, it will be a bonanza
for US investors and transnational
corporations.

What is sad is that some countries
ostensibly committed to democracy,
the rule of law and human rights, are
supportingthesanctionsand the Guaid6

coup. We observe a Machiavellian,
cynical instrumentalization of human
rights and humanitarian aid for purely
geopolitical reasons.

A solution of the crisis depends on
direct dialogue between the opposition
and the government. Such dialogue
already took place in 2016-2018. Former
Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero hosted these talks
and arrived at a reasonable accord. On
the day of signature, 6 February 2018,
Julio Borges, theleader of the opposition
refused to sign. This augurs badly for
any kind of international mediation
by the UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres, by the High Commissioner
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet or
by Mexico and Uruguay in the context
of the Montevideo mechanism.

History shows us that sanctions kill,
and when the level of killing reaches a
certain threshold, sanctions become a
crime against humanity. This is a worthy
challenge for the International Criminal
Court. What Venezuela needs is an
end to sanctions and interference in is
internal affairs, an end to the violations
of Articles 1-2 of the UN Charter and of
articles 3, 19 and 20 of the OAS Charter
by the US and its “coalition”. Venezuela
needs international solidarity and
respect of its sovereignty.

Alfred-Maurice de Zayas (USA,
Switzerland), Professor of Law, Geneva
School of Diplomacy (J.D., Harvard,
Dr. phil. Gottingen) Former UN
Independent Expert on the Promotion
of a Democratic and Equitable
International Order, former Secretary
of the UN Human Rights Committee,
former Chief of the Petitions
Department at the Office of the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Author of 9 books and numerous
scholarly articles.

By Emily Mkamanga

S it were, all the attention in

this month’s elections is on

who is likely to be Malawi’s

ext President.From

left to right: Chakwera, Chilima and

Muluzi the three of the six presidential

candidates. So far, the presidential

candidates have said enough in their

campaigns for people to make up their
minds on who to vote for.

The competition among the
candidates is very stiff. Even being
in government, as the case is with
President Peter Mutharika, does not
seem to be an added advantage. The
problem here is that his five-year rule
has been full of misery due to allowing
corruption, stealing of public resources
and general abuse of power. Therefore,
all the presidential candidates are
starting from the same level.

Naturally, Mutharika would want
to be a step ahead because of what
he has done for the people of Malawi.
He has recently promoted teachers

Malawi needs transformational leadership:
Let power of the ballot speak on May 21

and police officers. These promotions
were long overdue and, maybe it is
done now for the sake of buying more
votes. Obviously, no one can vote for
a government which tortures its own
workers by not promoting them on
time. The government should always
remember that it has a responsibility to
the people. President Mahama of Ghana
once said: “If you vote for someone
because of schools, hospitals, roads
etc you have a weak mind because it is
government’s responsibility.”

This is a reminder to voters. In
Malawi, there is a tendency of the
Head of State and his/her government
to make people believe that all the
development done is a favour and
due to ignorance some people even
think the presidents use their personal
money. Because of that wrong notion,
they think presidents deserve a special

thank you by people, forcing them to
reduce themselves to sycophants and
perpetual hand clappers for anything
and everything.

Presidents must be reminded that
any development they do is funded
by taxpayers’ money and is not a
catalyst to hang on to power. In any
case, it is surprising that leaders are
not bothered to tell the people that
bringing development into the country
is, actually, part of their responsibility.

What is stated above is what has
been the case for the past five years in
Malawi. Hence very little development
is worth talking about in the country.
The change that most Malawians see
is that the poor of 2014 have become
poorer, the hungry people of 2014 are
more hungry now, the jobless of 2014
are now twenty-fold or more and the
list of negative changes goes on.

President John Magufuli knows best
about transforming a country and he
is a star in the region. The stories of
his transforming Tanzania have really
gone far and wide. Most people would
wish the incoming President, after the
elections this month, could emulate
Magufuli, who has proved that to be a
selfless President one has to have the
welfare of his people at heart.

It is expected that the elections this
month will be about which candidate
do people feel can genuinely transform
this country. Therefore, it is up to
Malawian voters to make sure that they
vote into office a person who will meet
their aspirations. It is time the country
is saved from being completely run
down by leaders who think corruption,
stealing taxpayers’ money and abuse of
power is the way to go. Let the power of
the ballot speak.
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Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

REETINGS for the coming
week, and how do you read-
ers intend to spend your
leisure time during it...and
might that include a little gambling?

Well, Tanzania is battling the drugs
blight, but another equalling damaging
addiction has yet to be fully quantified.

It is some time now, since the Brit-
ish government allowed betting and
gambling on the nations high street,
but this took off in such a big way, that
the character of many town centres are
now altered, and not for the better, with
the domination of the betting establish-
ments outnumbering the small shop-
ping outlets, and angering the public.

This seems like revenue raising at any
cost, as do the taxes gained from this
business, really justify the damage it can
cause for those who increasingly fre-
quent them, and become hooked.

...and just as the constant access to al-
cohol, keeps the well known Alcoholics
Anonymous organisation busy weaning
addicts off their “booze”, similar coun-
selling bodies have started up to deal
with the misery gambling can cause to
those in search of quick riches, but who
often get painful empty pocket poverty
instead!

Not surprisingly, alcoholics, drug ad-
dicts and gamblers have similar sad
tales to recount, as all three addictions,
can result in a loss of jobs, getting into
debt with borrowing, and with gamblers
especially, who play on till they’ve noth-
ing left, the loss of their homes, and ulti-
mately families also.

So apart from the massive tax ben-
efits for governments of countries who
actively foster the gaming industry,
what are those for the people...and the
answer could well be..none at all, when
offset against the negatives.

..and if that question is asked from
the background of a developing country
with a struggling economy like Tanza-
nia, the negatives could be tenfold.

A local press article reported how
gambling has become a huge and grow-
ing industry in the country, worth bil-
lions of shillings a year, but is resulting
in concerns about youth becoming ad-
dicted to sports betting particularly.

The gaming industry...should it
be promoted...or restricted?

An M.P. last year warned the govern-
ment that gambling is becoming a na-
tional crisis, and asked what was being
done to curb its rapid growth.

Surprisingly, a complacent sounding
Deputy Minister for Finance and Plan-
ning, responded by supporting the bet-
ting shops, saying they were licensed to
operate by the Gaming Board of Tanza-
nia. But unless she was misquoted, this
was obviously no answer at all.

However, with 80% or more of the
nations population aged 35 or below,
there’s certainly a fertile market for the
gaming sector, or as the newspaper put
it “these favourable demographics, have

enticed dozens of international
and local companies to open all
manner of gambling businesses
in the country, to tempt the youth,
and middle class Tanzanians.”
One young gambler speaking
to the media, said “T've lost a lot of
money, but will carry on betting,
because T know that one day TI'll
win even more, just like my friend
did”. For sure, hope springs eter-
nal in the human heart, and how
fortunate for the betting industry
that the customers convince them-
selves that they’ll get lucky, and
don’t need to be persuaded by ex-

pensive advertising.

Despite complaints that it could
ruin many lives, two yearts ago,
sports betting was said to be con-
tributing about 1.6 billion shillings
each month to government tax
coffers, and presumably this has
since greatly increased.

Acting Director General of the
Gaming Board of Tanzania James
Mbalwe, said at the time, that pre-
viously 80% of total gaming rev-
enue came from casinos, but this
had been overtaken by sports bet-
ting, and that there were 231 shops
across the country, of which 178

were in Dar es Salaam, making it
the gaming capital of the country,
and he urged operators to open up
more centres in rural areas.

Well, what a thought..let’s add
possible debt, worry and mental
misery to the already anxious lives
of the ragged rural peasants in the
hinterland. But does Mr. Mbalwe
really not know that betting can be
as addictive and harmful as drugs,
and cause as much devastation to
those trapped by it.

..and that figure of 178 betting
shops in Dar es Salaam, which
has no doubt increased by now,

As in other

parts of Africa,
gambling and
sports betting

in Tanzania, has
proved to be very
popular, contrib-
uting billions of
shillings to state
coffers in tax
revenue. Butin
the greater public
interest, critics
have said since
gambling is highly
addictive, the
Gaming Board of
Tanzania, should
re-locate, or close
down any betting
centres operat-
ing in residential
areas, and par-
ticularly near
schools or univer-
sities. (File photo)

is it really to be applauded... how
much better if they had been rural
libraries, or something beneficial,
instead of possibly damaging.

To me, the gambling industry,
is about as appropriate or mean-
ingful for this nation as shopping
malls on mount Kilimanjaro, or
state run brothels. But more
mentally unsettling, is the knowl-
edge that if anything can be mis-
labelled as ‘progress’ and result in
large tax revenue rewards, ...it can
be officially sanctioned..so who
knows what’s possibly to come in
future ...should we bet on it?!
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' REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS '

program-evaluator-request-for-proposal/)
Evaluation-TOR.pdf) for more detailed information.

Duration:

Project Name:

Project Location:
Funding Source:
Implementing Partner:

KASI Agriventures
Tanzania

June-August 2019

PROFILE OF EVALUATION TEAM

The lead evaluator should have the following skills and qualifications:
Master’s in Business Administration, International development, Statistics, Agribusiness or other related field;
Experience in evaluating donor-funded international development projects is required;
At least 3 years proven experience in conducting similar Evaluation in SMEs and/or agribusiness related programs;
Strong knowledge of USDA rules and regulations regarding evaluation is preferred;
Demonstrated ability to ensure gender integration in evaluation design and implementation;
Excellent computer skills, with necessary knowledge on analytical software like SPSS is required;

and Terms

SEAF is seeking a qualified consultant to conduct a third-party midterm evaluation for a U.S. Department of Agriculture (Food for Progress) funded
project based in Tanzania. Please see full in the Request for Proposal (https://www.seaf.com/contact/career-opportunities/tanzania-

of Reference (https://www.seaf.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Midterm-

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food for Progress
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Strong technical and analytical capabilities and demonstrated ability to collect, analyze and interpret data;
Experience working in multi-cultural settings, including both rural and urban areas;

Fluency in English and Swahili language;

Knowledge on SMEs in Tanzania is an added advantage.

HOW TO APPLY

A) General Instructions

Please use the following as a guideline to format and submit your proposal:
1) Deadline: A completed proposal with all necessary documents is due no later than 5pm (17:00) Eastern Standard Time, on May 28,
2019. Proposals will not be considered if they are incomplete, late and/or contain information other than that which is outlined below.
2) Submission Guidelines: SEAF will only accept applications submitted via email. Please submit your applications to Renalda Swai at
rswai@seaf.com. Proposal documents should be attachments in this email (see Guidelines on Documents). Please use subject line:
Midterm Evaluation Proposal. If you have any questions prior to submission, please contact Renalda Swai at rswai@seaf.com. All
answers provided to submitted questions will be included in our “Frequently Asked Questions” page.

Additional  information on the  Guidelines, Instructions and Criteria  for the Review of Applicants:
https://www.seaf.com/contact/career-opportunities/tanzania-program-evaluator-request-for-proposal/

ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTING ORGANIZATION

Project Description

KASI Agriventures is a five-year program, which commenced on 1 October 2014 and is expected to end on 31 December 2020. The program is
implemented in Tanzania by the Small Enterprise Assistance Funds (SEAF), with financial support from the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA). The program invests in agribusinesses in three key sectors including (i) poultry feed production, (ii) horticulture processing, and (ii) SME
(Small and Medium-Size Enterprise) Lending. The program has established a Center for Entrepreneurship and Executive Development (CEED),
through which SEAF provides technical assistance and training to agribusiness SMEs, including investees, and communities where the program
operates. Currently, the program covers Dar es Salaam, Arusha, Mbeya, Rukwa and Costal regions of Tanzania.
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Please call 0784 108 500 | 0659 074 000

Additional information on the program goals and activities can be found in the full RFP here:
https:/iwww.seaf.com/contact/career-opportunities/tanzania-program-evaluator-request-for-proposal/
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Links to More Information:
Request for Proposal: https://www.seaf.com/contact/career-opportunities/tanzania-program-evaluator-request-for-proposal/
Midterm Evaluation Terms of Reference (TOR) https://www.seaf.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Midterm-Evaluation-TOR.pdf
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Background of the project

The women Empowerment and Child Rights Programme is a four
year programme that is directly being implemented in Mufindi by
SOS Children’s Villages-Tanzania with the technical support from
SOS Finland who are the Lead-Applicant. The programme is being
funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of
Finland. The key development problem that the programme seeks to
resolve is poverty reduction. Gender equality, women's
empowerment and child rights are key factors in this. The
intervention seeks to improve the welfare of children by promoting
gender equality and women’s development at the household,
community and state level.

The project is designed to reach 250 vulnerable women and about
1000 children. The project has been engaging key implementing
partners that include CBOs, micro finance institutions, local
authorities and service providers who contribute to women
empowerment, child protection and community development in
Mufindi. The project had aimed to reach the following results by
2020:

1) Build the capacities of targeted vulnerable women through
skills and knowledge development,

2) Strengthen the functional capacity and responsiveness of
Community Based Organisations and local structures
towards promoting women's empowerment and child rights,

3) Strengthen the institutional capacity of local authorities
(health, education, legal, employment) to remove institutional
discriminatory factors that perpetuate gender inequality and
violence against women, girls and boys and

4) Strengthen learning and knowledge exchange mechanisms
among major women's empowerment and child protection
actors in Iringa region for better protection and access to
social services for poor women and vulnerable children. The
activities to reach these results are wide-ranging and are
found in the attached logical framework.

The project is implemented as a partnership between SOS Finland,
SOS Tanzania and the regional office of East and South Africa of
SOS International. The partners have cooperated since 2014 when
they planned a family and community strengthening program in
Iringa. SOS Tanzania's strength is that it is an extremely
experienced and respected national NGO and has almost 30 years
of experience in working with vulnerable children, families and
communities in Tanzania. SOS Finland's strength is experience in
project management, donor compliance, monitoring and capacity
building. At the local level, the main project partners are CBOs, local
authorities and service providers.

Study Area and the target population
The midterm evaluation survey is expected to be implemented
where the project is being implemented. Therefore, the areas where
the study will take place is Mufindi District in 10 villages where the
project is being implemented. Target population that the project
worked with and the study team will interact includes;

1. Women
Children
Community members
CBO
Financial institutions
Government officials

Sk wd

Scope of the evaluation

The evaluation will examine the results achieved by the project. It will
explore policy and programmatic changes achieved by the project in
Mufindi District as well as impact on targets beneficiaries i.e. Women
and Children from the perspective of responsiveness of Community
Based Organisations and local structures towards promoting
women's empowerment and child rights. It is expected that the
evaluation will cover all project locations.

The Evaluation is expected to;

1) To measure level of knowledge and skills of Vulnerable
Women as a result of capacity building triggered by the
project

2) To measure degree of responsiveness of Community Based
Organisations and local structures towards promoting
women's empowerment and child rights

3) To measure Strength and capacity of local authorities
(health, education, legal, employment) to remove institutional
discriminatory factors that perpetuate gender inequality and
violence against women, girls and boys

4) Assess Strength of learning and knowledge exchange
mechanisms among major women's empowerment and child
protection actors in Iringa region for better protection and
access to social services for poor women and vulnerable
children

In additional to that the consultant (s) will ensure every indicator is
measured as assessed as per log frame that will be provided as one
among the project documents. This will help to inform the extent to
which the above objectives have been met

Purpose of the Evaluation

The main purpose of the mid-term evaluation is to assess whether
the overall activities and results of the project are on track in terms
of achieving the objectives that have been set and to learn as well to
improve the ongoing work for the remaining two years of the Women
Empowerment and Child Rights (WECR). The mid-term evaluation
should lay the ground for the final evaluation of the WECR
Programme in December 2020.

Areas of inquiry/ Evaluation

Main areas of inquiry/Evaluation

Project results and impact: An analysis of which degree the WECR
Project is on their way to achieving the objectives set for the
individual project as a whole. Has the project had any unexpected or
negative impact so far? To be more specific, the Consultant(s) will
use the five criteria set out by the Development Assistance
Committee (DAC) of the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) to conduct the evaluation. The five
evaluation criteria are: Relevance; Effectiveness; Efficiency; Impact
and Sustainability. For each of the criteria, the Consultant(s) will get
specific information on the project’s performance from beneficiaries,
partners and stakeholders. Below is the specific information that

SOS CHILDREN'S
VILLAGES
TANZANIA

should be collected under each criterion. The Consultant(s) will
examine the extent to which the project is suited to the priorities of
the target groups along the following lines:

Efficiency:
Are the resources spent in the programme appropriate to the
achievements? When evaluating the efficiency of this project, it is
useful to consider the following questions:
+ Were activities cost-efficient?
+  Were project’s resources managed in a transparent and
accountable manner?
+ How flexible was the project in adapting to changing needs?
+  Were objectives achieved on time?
+  Was the project implemented in the most efficient way
compared to alternatives?
*+ How did the project co-ordinate with other similar
interventions to encourage synergy and avoid overlaps?

Effectiveness

A measure of the extent to which a program attains its objectives.
In evaluating the effectiveness of a programme, it is useful to
consider the following questions:

+ To what extent were the objectives achieved / are likely to be
achieved?

+  What were the major factors influencing the achievement or
non-achievement of the objectives?

» Have all planned target groups access to or are using project
results available so far?

+ Are there any factors which prevent target groups accessing
the results/services?

+ To what extent has the project adapted or is able to adapt to
changing external conditions (risks and assumptions) in
order to ensure benefits for the target groups?

Relevance:

Is the programme addressing urgent problems or issues that will
make a difference to the lives of women and children in terms of
access to and enjoyment of their rights? During evaluating the
relevance of this a project, it is useful to consider the following
questions:

+ Have the activities and outputs of the projects been
consistent with the overall goals and attainment of its
objectives?

+  Were the activities and outputs of the projects consistent
with the impacts and effects?

» Are the overall project objectives relevant to the specific
needs of the population in the project area?

+ To what extent are the objectives of the programme still
valid?

+ Are the activities and outputs of the programme consistent
with the intended impacts and effects?

Result/Impact

The Consultant(s) will examine if the project demonstrated impact,
i.e. the positive and negative changes produced by a development
intervention, directly or indirectly, intended or unintended. This
involves the main impacts and effects resulting from the activity on
the local social, economic, environmental and other development
indicators. The examination should be concerned with both intended
and unintended results and must also include the positive and
negative impact of external factors, such as changes in terms of
trade and financial conditions.

When evaluating the impact of a programme or a project, it is useful
to consider the following questions:
+  What has happened as a result of the programme or project?
+ What real difference has the activity made to the
beneficiaries?
+ How many people have been affected?
+ Did the project take timely measures for mitigating the
unplanned negative impacts? What was the result?

Sustainability:
The Consultant(s) will examine if the project has factored in
sustainability when working with beneficiaries, partners and
stakeholders. The following will be explored:
+ Have the projects resulted in leveraging of knowledge and
interventions to ensure sustainable impact for young people?
+ Are the relevant authorities able to afford maintenance or
replacement of the services introduced by the project?
+ s there a financial/ economic phase-out strategy? If so, how
likely is it to be implemented beyond the project life?
» What are the other major factors that have influenced the
achievement and non-achievement of sustainability of the
projects?

Additional area of inquiry/Evaluation (issues to be taken into
consideration)

* The partners’ role to ensure project sustainability: The
degree to which the WECR projects are integrated in the
work of the implementing partners in general and whether
the projects contribute positively to the partners’ work
including the current plans for sustainability of project results.

+ Partnerships: To what extent have SOS’s strategies and
tactics have been engaged and influence key stakeholders,
including partners and other actors working on the issue,
been effective?

» Gender: To what extent the project seeks to resolve Gender
equality and women's empowerment obstacles.. By
promoting gender equality and women’s development at the
household, community and state level the project seeks also
improve child welfare.

* Administration of the WECR Programme: An analysis of
WECR’s overall coordination of the Programme and the
cooperation between the WECR and the individual projects
in the programme.

Proposed Methodology

The consultant is invited to propose and present a plan for how this
can be done in practice, he/she should finding a methodology that
is participatory and enables smooth execution of this midterm
evaluation survey. The consultant will design a methodology that is
suitable and acceptable for conducting scientific enquiry, using
relevant evaluation methods and techniques. However, this may be

TERMS OF REFERENCE (ToR)

MID-TERM EVALUATION OF THE WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND
CHILD RIGHTS PROGRAMME IN MUFINDI, TANZANIA.

discussed and agreed by the evaluator and SOS Tanzania with the
aim of ensuring that every possible source of important document is
consulted. The evaluation shall be carried out through analysis of
available project documents and other documents considered
necessary by the Consultant. To ensure the methodology is
participatory, interviews shall be carried out with, but not limited to
project beneficiaries, representatives of the organization, strategic
partners, and other relevant stakeholders. This evaluation will
involve methodological triangulation of both qualitative (In-depth
interviews and focus group discussions) and quantitative
(Interviews) approaches.

The consultant will prepare or adopt appropriate tools. These
proposed methods include:

a. Desk study
Desk review of secondary data at project, district, regional and
national level will be conducted.

b. Field based data collection

+ Conducting focus group discussions with
beneficiaries

» Conduct exit interviews with project beneficiaries.

+  Conduct structured and semi-structured questions with
direct benefiting of the project

*  Conduct of semi-structured, in-depth interviews with district
and regional representatives, key partners, government
officials,

project

Resources Available:
The consultant will have available the following documents:

At Programme level: Partnership Agreement, Various Programme
Reports (annual, Semi-Annual and Quarterly reports), Logical
Framework/ Results framework, monitoring reports, internal and
external evaluations and Audit reports.

Relevant project staff as well as programme staff will be available for
interviews remotely or in person depending on the methodology
employed by the consultant.

Target Audience
* The partners in the WECR Programme (Mufindi District
Council, Mafinga Town Council, CBOs, NGOs etc)
*  Programme beneficiaries ( women and children);
» National Office Staff (Finance, Programme, IPD and M&E);
+  Any other respondent that the evaluator may find relevant.

Expected Outputs

* An evaluation plan

+ Full final review and evaluation report in English, including
recommendations and an executive summary of maximum
three pages to stand alone.

+ Afact sheet that entails the summary of the findings against
each result areas of this project

* Recommendations on how to improve any identified
weaknesses in the above mentioned areas of inquiry.

« A power point presentation of the findings, and
recommendations that will be presented to the staffs and
later to the stakeholders.

* A sheet of raw data that have been used to generate the
findings of the study as well as a input sheet (Do file ) that
has been used as a work book during analysis of the findings

+ The evaluator has elaborated the mid-term evaluation in a
way that makes it possible for the final evaluation of the
WECR Programme in 2020 to build on its methodology and
analysis.

» Afinal presentation of the findings to the PSA ( SOS Finland
and SOS Tanzania) after accommodating inputs and
comments from stakeholders and SOS technical staffs

Provisional Timeline

Deadline for submitting tender to SOS 23 May 2019
Tanzania

Contract signed between consultant and| s jyne 2019
the SOS Tanzania

Consultant’s review 12t June 2019
Draft report completed 30t June 2019
Presentation of draft to SOS Finland | 10t July 2019
Final report completed and submitted {20 June 2019

Required Competences

+ Demonstrable experience of producing high quality, credible
evaluations or reviews (examples required)

+ Familiarity with different methodologies for evaluation and
review

+ Demonstrable experience with participatory methodologies
and empowerment practices

+ Demonstrable experience of working with/evaluating NGOs
and experience of management in decentralised structures.

+  Familiarity with child rights is an asset

+ Ability to write concise, readable and analytical reports

* Excellent written and verbal communication skills in English.

How to apply

Please include the following information in your tender:
+ A cover letter explaining how you meet the criteria for the
position
* A broad evaluation plan- not more than 2 pages, with
tentative budget plan attached
»  Proof of previous evaluations or related work carried out
*  One example of a previous evaluation

Tenders should be submitted to our offices indicated in below
address two weeks after this advertisement.

SOS Children’s Villages Tanzania,
White Star Tower (Ground Floor)
Kiko Avenue, Mikocheni
Tel: +255 (0) 22 2701075/55

Selection of the consultant(s) is
expected to be finalised by 30th May 2019.

After ousting Bashir,
Sudan’s activists
struggle to loosen
the military’s grip

DUBAI

FTER spearhead-

ing the rallies that

toppled former

resident ~ Omar

al-Bashir, Sudan’s main pro-

test group is now locked in a

stand-off with the country’s

new military rulers that is

testing its clout as a political
force.

The Sudanese Profession-
als Association (SPA) gained
widespread support during
more than four months of
protests and it has helped
win a string of apparent con-
cessions from the military
council that took over from
Bashir on April 11.

But as the unionists and ac-
tivists in the SPA try to chart
a course to full-fledged de-
mocracy, they are coming up
against a powerful rival that
has shown little sign yet that
it is willing to move aside for
a civilian-led transition.

Frustrated by a lack of
progress, the Declaration of
Freedom and Change Forces
(DFCF), a broad coalition of
opposition groups headed by
the SPA, called on Wednes-
day for a campaign of civil
disobedience to crank up the
pressure on the military.

“We have all options open
from now on,” Ahmed Rabie,
an influential SPA member,
told Reuters. “If (the coun-
cil) insists on holding on to
power, we are going to con-
sider this a military coup, and
we will escalate our tactics,
peacefully.”

The SPA has said such a
campaign would likely focus
on mass strikes, which have
been successful in previous
uprisings in post-independ-
ence Sudan. Strikes called by
the SPA before Bashir’s fall
met with limited success, but
workers may be less cowed
following his removal.

It may also call for a boy-
cott of non-essential goods
and public services in a bid to
starve the government of tax
revenue, and intensify rallies
and sit-ins across Sudan.

The biggest ongoing sit-in,
which began on April 6 out-
side the Defence Ministry in
Khartoum, has become the
focal point of the uprising.

The Transitional Military
Council (TMC) has said it will
not use force to end the sit-in.
But the SPA could be under-
mined by manoeuvring due
to its lack of political experi-
ence.

“The politicking is starting.
This is a terrain that the pro-
fessionals association might
not be as well-equipped for
as it seems,” said Sudanese
analyst Magdi el-Gizouli.

Concessions

To try to placate protest-
ers the TMC replaced its first
head after one day, dismissed
senior allies of Bashir, an-
nounced anti-corruption
measures and moved to re-
structure security and intel-
ligence agencies.

Bashir, who is wanted by
the International Criminal
Court (ICC) for alleged war
crimes in Darfur, is in pris-
on in the capital Khartoum.

But while the DFCF wants
a transitional body led by
civilians to steer a four-year
transition, the TMC has in-
dicated that it wants to re-
tain overall control of any
joint military and civilian
sovereign council.

As talks between the two
sides have dragged on, the
SPA has accused the military
leaders of expanding their
powers.

The TMC has said it is
open to more dialogue and
that elections could be held

after six months if there’s no
agreement on an interim gov-
ernment - well ahead of the
end of the council’s planned
two-year The SPA’s civil diso-
bedience could put pressure
on the military council given
Sudan’s economic vulnera-
bility. The country is already
suffering from spiralling in-
flation and shortages of cash
and basic goods.

But its rivals in the TMC
have powerful and wealthy
backers.

The TMC’s leaders, Lieu-
tenant General Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan and General Mo-
hamed Hamdan Dagalo, have
ties to Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, which
together promised Sudan $3
billion to support the central
bank and provide fuel, wheat
and medicine.

Dagalo, commonly known
as Hemedti, controls the
feared Rapid Support Forces,
which fought in Darfur and
are participating in the Saudi-
led coalition in Yemen. They
are also deployed across
Khartoum.

“This is an army establish-
ment and they don’t want to
lose control,” said Sudanese
writer and commentator
Reem Abbas. “There’s a lot
of things at stake: resourc-
es, land, immunity for war
crimes.”

Shadow Unions

The SPA, by contrast, was
formed in 2016 from unof-
ficial parallel trade unions
outside the state apparatus
representing doctors, law-
yers, journalists and other
professions.

It was campaigning for
higher wages when demon-
strations against Bashir, trig-
gered by a deepening eco-
nomic crisis, spread across
Sudan from Dec. 19 and pro-
pelled the SPA into the role
of protest coordinator. It has
since expanded to include
more than 20 unions.

The SPA’s non-political im-
age was key to its success in
ousting Bashir after three
decades in power, said Rabie,
a high school physics teacher
from the Haj Yousif neigh-
bourhood on the outskirts of
Khartoum.

Despite its large following,
the SPA says it will not be-
come a political party. It has
no leader or strict hierarchy
and, until recently, operated
largely underground.

That could leave a vacuum.
Under Bashir, opposition par-
ties’ activities were limited
and membership dwindled.
Analysts say they still have
much work to do to become
effective political forces.

The opposition also faces a
challenge presenting a unit-
ed front.

The DFCF is made up of a
wide range of political par-
ties, civil society associations
and armed groups from
across Sudan and they have
already made conflicting
statements about their ap-
proach to the negotiations.

Many protesters believe
the SPA shouldn’t be negoti-
ating with the military at all,
chanting: “Civilian rule is
the decision of the people.”
The SPA has sought to reas-
sure them, saying it will act
as a guarantor of the revolu-
tion and democracy during
the transition.

“We always work hard to
get democracy in this coun-
try and then we lose it,” said
Rabie, who was jailed from
Jan. 4 until shortly after Ba-
shir’s downfall. “We worked
hard to get it, and, God will-
ing, we can protect it.”

Xinhua



Monday 13 May 2019

11

NEWS/FEATURE

wwwippmedia com

The unsafe

abortion will
continue to
wreak havoc
on women

and girls

By Correspondent Kenneth Simbaya

UNLESS societies change their attitude
towards access to safe abortion, unsafe
abortion will continue to wreak havoc on
women and girls’ precious lives, and con-
tinue to be one of the greatest human right
and public health crisis in East African
countries.

These are some of the responses given
by some of the reproductive health, hu-
man rights and public health experts in
Dar es Salaam and Nairobi.

The Guardian sought for people’s opin-
ions following billboards posted across
Nairobi County in Kenya along Oloitoktok
Road, Ngong road, Dennis Pritt road, Uni-
versity Way and other roads, conveying
anti abortion messages including ‘Abor-
tion is Murder’ and ‘Shut down abortion
clinics.

Human rights, and public health experts
unanimously say that the billboards are
fuelling stigma and endangering women
and girls lives, but apostle Kathy Kageni-
Oganga from a Kenyan based Sozo Church
of God which is behind the billboards claim
that they are doing so, so as to save women
with pregnancy crisis.

“The messages on the billboards fuel stig-
ma and misinformation on abortion creat-
ing an environment that adversely affects
reproductive health providers and women
seeking these services. The messages also
contradict provisions of the Constitution,
which is the supreme law of the land and
one we all have a duty to defend,” Evelyne
Opondo, Senior Regional Director for the
Centre for Reproductive Rights is quoted as
saying in press release issued by 14 Kenyan
CSOs following the posting of the billboards
in Nairobi streets.

“ It is not politically or morally accept-
able for people to use arguments of culture
and religion to deny women and girls their
right to life, healthcare and health protec-
tion, or doing anything that will curtail
women and girls access to the highest at-
tainable standard of physical and mental
health and hence render them to needless
death resulting from unsafe abortion,” said
Dotto Mnyandi .

“The messages on the billboards apart
from fuelling stigma and misinformation on
abortion creates an environment that ad-
versely affects reproductive health provid-
ers and women seeking these services. The
messages also contradict provisions of the
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Secondary school education officer Moshi municipality JumaTukosa claps hands moments after cutting a ribbon to inaugurate dormitories atKi-

woceopen school which will accommodate 80 girls. Photo: CorrespondenttGodfrey Mushi

Constitution of Kenya, which is the supreme law
of the land and one (supreme law of the land)
we all have a duty to defend,” Opondo under-
scored.

Following posting of the billboards, The
Guardian has noted that, Center for Reproduc-
tive Rights, FIDA Kenya, Ipas Africa Alliance, KE-
LIN, Network for Adolescent and Youth Africa,
Red Tape, Reproductive Health Network Kenya,
Right Here Right Now, Trust for Indigenous
Culture and Health, Women’s Link Worldwide,
Xhale Africa and Bunge la Wamama Mashinani
have petitioned the Nairobi County Governor,
Mike Mbuvi, demanding the immediate removal
of billboards and advertisements.

“We the undersigned women and girls, hu-
man rights defenders, human rights organiza-
tions and friends of the sexual and reproductive
health sector under the umbrella Team Life,
write to call on your support on securing the
right of women and girls to access sexual and
reproductive health services and information,

including on safe and legal abortion, in line with
the Constitution of Kenya, 2010..The messages
on these billboards, besides being unlawful con-
tinue to fuel stigma on legal abortion, creating
an environment that adversely affects health
providers and women seeking these services,”
reads part of the Petition, a copy of it made avail-
able to The Guardian.

Jedidah Maina, executive director, Trust for
Indigenous Culture and Health is quoted by a
press release saying,

“The government has a responsibility to pro-
tect its citizens from inaccurate information
particularly on a matter of public health of such
magnitude.

Such blatant misinformation should not be
licensed by a government that has prioritized
health as part of its Big four agenda. We demand
that the Nairobi County pulls down the bill-
boards with immediate effect,”

“Pregnancy can be avoided, I can understand
where medics are coming from (in case of rape),

but still as priest in the house of Gold, I still say
basing on the words of God you still don’t have
the permission to kills that baby,” Apostle Kagen-
Oganga told The Guardian over the phone on April
29th .adding that the billboards have been there
since the beginning of the year.

In Kenya according to the press release seven
women die every day from unsafe abortions; these
deaths are preventable.

An estimated 464,690 women underwent an
abortion in Kenya in 2012 and nearly 120,000
women were admitted to public health facilities
that year for severe complications, according to a
study conducted by African Population and Health
Research Center and the Ministry of Health.

Further, the report found that unsafe abortion
accounts for a quarter of maternal deaths in Kenya

In Tanzania, an estimated 405,000 abortion
were performed in 2013, according to a study con-
ducted by National Institute for Medical Research
(NIMR), Muhimbili University of Health and Allied
Sciences (MUHAS) and Guttmacher Institute.

DC marks UN road safety week by issuing directives

By Guardian Correspondent

ILALA District Commis-
sioner, Sophia Mjema has
graced commemoration
of the 5th Global UN Road
Safety Week which is an-
nually held between May6
and 12th.

The short but very im-
portant commemoration
in relation to road safety
was held at centrally locat-
ed Kisutu Primary School
and organised by Automo-
bile Association of Tanza-
nia in collaboration with
Federation of Internation-
al Automobiles (FIA) Road
Safety grant.

Before Mjema took to
the podium to deliver her
speech, Dar es Salaam re-
gional sports officer Adolf
Halli thanked AAT for or-
ganising collection of the
petitions and FIA Road
Safety Foundation for its
strong support in safety
measures improvement.
Halli hailed AAT that paid
the cost of printing 20 ze-
bra crossings across Ilala
District last year besides
free training of over 5,000
bodaboda drivers.

The petitions contained
what children want in re-
lation to road safety im-
provement across the Dar

es Salaam City which is
congested by heavy traffic
and several erratic drivers.

DC Mjema received
4800 petitions from vari-
ous puplis across Dar es
Salaam Region who have
detailed what they actu-
ally need to improve road
safety.

The UN theme is for chil-
dren to say why they feel
unsafe going to schools
and have stated in their pe-
titions which were handed
over to DC Mjema before
she signed declaration in
support of this safety en-
hancement project.

In her brief though pow-

erful speech madam Mje-
ma directed Ilala Regional
Police Commander to en-
sure scrutinising of school
busses is effectively and
expertly done to enhance
road safety particularly for
school children.

She underscored the
need to protect school
children when they are
going or returning from
schools.

‘It's very painful, sad-
dening and highly griefing
to look at or hear a teenag-
er is losing life or injured
at the expense of safety
negligence’, she said.

Besides safety scrutiny

of the school buses, she also directed
Ilala Municipal Director to ensure
that for every school that is close
to main road must be painted with
zebra crossing and protected by
bumps to improve safety.

Mjema also said negligent or
careless drivers must be heavily
fined and purnished so as to im-
prove road safety in saving lives of
innocent children who are vulner-
able to injuries and unneccesary
deaths.

In Mjema’s free-flowing audience
friendly speech, parents were not
spared as she urged them to be-
come tolerant whenever school
buses are arrested in connection to
road safety measures.

She received a total of 14 road

sign poles from Automobile Asso-
ciation of Tanzania to be used in
places where they lack across Ilala
District.

The special function was also at-
tended by Agnieszka Krasnolucka
the Programmes Manager from
FIA Foundation responsible for the
safety campaign.

FIA Foundation has its own cam-
paign “This is my Street” - “Huu ni
Mtaa wangu” which has also been
launched. Lastly, Mjema thanked
AAT for the safety initiatives and
urged them to work with hand-
in- glove cooperation with FIA for
more safety deliberations.

Earlier, AAT CEO Yusuf Ghor
thanked and appreciated Dar es
Salaam Regional and/District Com-

missioner’s Offices for extending
full support and especially Mr. Adolf
Halii, Tanzania Traffic Police Educa-
tion Unit SP Abel Swai, DEO’S - Stu-
dent for filling Petitions - AAT Staff
and FIA for supporting the event.

Ghor added that AAT/FIA had un-
dertaken last year’s training on “Saf-
er School Road Signs Education for
School Children Phase II”. A total
0f1446 teachers were trained in 62
schools in collaboration with Tan-
zania Traffic Police Education Unit
led by SP Abel Swai on Road Safety
signs so the teachers can train chil-
dren in the respective schools.

AAT president Nizar Jivani
thanked the guest of honour DC
Mjema for attending the function
though at a short notice.
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Arusha residents disembark after the bridge connecting Oljoro ward and other areas was washed away by flooding in Arusha over the weekend.
Photo: Correspondent Allan Isack

Dar hotel to undergo major
facelift to woo more tourists

By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to complement government’s
efforts to boost the number of tourist to
two million by 2020, a Dar es Salaam-
based Kunduchi Beach Hotel is set to un-
dergo an extensive expansion and refur-
bishment program.

The idea is to make the facility to offer
exceptional quality, efficiency, service
and get five-star status.

Addressing journalists in Dar es Salaam
over the weekend, Saimon Nguka, admin-
istrative officer of the Wellworth Group
of companies, said that the facility will be
closed down between six and ten months
for the expansion of the project.

“Before closing down the facility we’re
supposed to inform the Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA),” he said, adding that the
renovation cost is estimated be between
US$9million and US$1imillion.

The hotel was privatized in 1997 and
was renovated and the numbers of rooms
were added to 138 from 84 rooms, with
the capacity of serving between 276 and
414 guests at once, according to Simon.

“After refurbishing, the hotel will be
handed over to one of the giant interna-

tional company, which are experienced in
running hotel business,” he said, without
divulging the name of the international
firm that will be given the hotel, which
is being owned by Tanzanians by 100
percent.

“This will also provide a room for us
to increase the number of local and for-
eign tourists and our staff will also give
a platform for them to exchange views
and skills on running international ho-
tels.”

The official insisted that the hotel
ownership and management won’t be
changed and the idea is that after five
years, the facility will be a public entity
and its shares will be sold to Tanzanians.

Currently, the hotel has employed 202
people, who are mostly Tanzanians.

Located on the coastline of the Indi-
an Ocean, the facility was re-opened in
2005 by the former Vice President Dr
Ali Mohamed Shein, who is the Zanzibar
President.

Apart from Kunduchio Beach hotel, the
company also runs Oldeani Ngorongoro
Mountain  Lodge, Oleserai  Lodge
(Serengeti), Zanzibar Beach and Kilimam-
oja Lodge.
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By Salisu Dambatta

OWADAYS almost every

commentator on social

and mainstream media

outlets, especially on ear-
ly morning radio and television talk
shows, is an expert on security mat-
ters.

Even among road-side gatherings
of friends, every contributor to dis-
cussions on the security situation in
the country will speak in ways that
shows he believes he knows how to
manage it better than those in charge.
This is a big fallacy.

The pervasive false assumptions
on security management mechanics
and the pseudo solutions mouthed
or discussed loudly in the type of fora
listed in the opening paragraphs of
this item, cannot in any way help in
resolving the problem that has made
certain parts of the country danger-
ous.

Those discussions, uninformed as
they might be, on such a sensitive
matter, are an expression of opinions
and the exercise of constitutional
freedom of speech, which every citi-
zen is entitled to.

The snag is that those discussions
do not in any way recall and reflect
on the security situation in Nigeria
after the civil war to date. They con-
centrate on the current situation of
kidnappings for ransom, abductions
for human sacrifice by ritualists, ban-
ditry, highway robbery and cattle rus-
tling. Farmer-herders conflicts and
those between Jukuns and Kuteb and
Tiv people, are also listed.

This item will only refresh our
memories of the security challenges
faced by the country from the resto-
ration of democracy in 1999 to date.

Many Nigerians may recall that in
the period served by Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo between 1999 and 2008,
for most of the eight years under his
watch, the country recorded so much
violent communal conflicts and kill-
ings across the country that some
people thought that Nigeria was on
the brink of going the way of failed
nations. It did not go that way.

It is on record that kidnapping for
ransom started in the Niger Delta in
2006. By the time Chief Obasanjo’s
second term in office was ending,
more than 500 expatriates oil work-
ers and uncountable number of Nige-

Security: A case of everyone knows
better than those in charge?

rians working in the oil industry were
abducted and ransom paid for their
release. It was so bad that several oil
companies suspended their opera-
tions there. One of his answers to the
Niger Delta crisis was the establish-
ment of the Niger Delta Development
Commission (NDDC) and the rigorous
payment of 13 per cent of oil revenue
to each of the nine oil-bearing states
based on the quantity of crude oil ex-
tracted from its territory. It was intro-
duced by the Military Administration

of General Sani Abacha.

His administration also con-
tended with the violent and
killer wings of the Oduwa Peoples
Congress (OPC) that unleashed
their venom to the extent that
some international institutions
described them as terrorists.
They nearly caused a civil war
by marching toward Kwara State
with the aim of forcefully an-
nexing that state and Kogi to the
South West. Both states are in

Northern Nigeria.

They at will clashed with and
killed Nigerians from other parts
ofthe country living in Lagos and
other cities in the South West.
They destroyed their property,
burning them to ashes.

President Obasanjo’s era
equally contended with con-
flicts and bloodshed which
were, even if wrongly, linked to
religious differences in different
cities of the North, culminating

in the nurturing of the insurgent
group of Boko Haram at the tail
end of his rule.

It was months into the admin-
istration of President Umaru
Musa Yaraduwa that the big-
gest military onslaught on the
Boko Haram was launched by
land forces and the police. They
deployed tanks, armoured per-
sonnel carriers and pieces of
artillery with the aim of routing
the “rag tag” Boko Haram fight-

ers. The situation worsened
and Boko Haram extended its
murderous operations to areas
far away from their Borno state
primary base and theatre of con-
flict.

The Nigerian armed forces
and military contingents from
our immediate neighbours and
military advisors and trainers
from friendly nations in other
parts of the world joined forces
to truly exterminate Boko Har-
am, which seems to spring back
into life whenever it was pushed
out of reckoning.

This implies the existence of
foreign support and interests in
sustaining the insurgency, which
is one of the insecurity situations
that President Muhammadu Bu-
hari recently truthfully said, are
draining our national resources.

The Niger Delta militants
too were active as President
Yar’adua ruled and parts of the
North Central were on fire too.
But he took up the Niger Delta
challenge by engaging in three-
track activities simultaneously
to achieve peace there: mili-
tary operations in the creeks
to end sabotaging oil industry
installations, negotiation for
solutions with the youth and
their elders that led to the dec-
laration of amnesty for those
who renounce violence and
the establishment of the Min-
istry of Niger Delta Affairs to
work alongside the Niger Delta
Development Commission in
accelerating the implementa-
tion of development projects in
the nine oil-bearing states of the
country.

The Boko Haram crisis bal-
looned, with frequent violent
attacks on the capital city of
Nigeria and most of the North-
ern states by its agents, some
of whom were detected and ap-
prehended before they unleash
their terror in the South West,
but they succeeded in inflicting
minor attacks on Edo State.

It was so bad that Nigerians
feared and avoided public gath-
erings, including markets, plac-
es of worship, schools, sporting
arenas, entertainment locations
and motor parks.

Stateless people living in Kenya vow to reclaim shattered dreams

NAIROBI

EN she was born 24
years ago in a farming
village on the outskirts
of the Kenyan capital

Nairobi, Happiness Kapota, in her apt-
ly comprehensible toddler innocence,
knew that her home is the only domi-
cile she could proudly identify with.

Her late paternal grandparents,
Kephas Kapota and Gloria Nyati Ka-
pota, entered Kenya from Zimbabwe
during the colonial era and sought
employment from the British settlers’
lands in central Kenyan county of Ki-
ambu as well as running errands for
the Christian missionaries.

Kapota’s grandparents died in the
early 1950s, leaving behind children
who were unidentified since they had
not registered them as Kenyans.

Back then, the custom laws were
lenient and would from time to time
permit individuals to pass through
the porous borders with negligence of
armed guards.

In this state of affairs, the Kapotas
were rendered stateless, and three
generations down the line have no
recognition of the Kapota names in
the registrar of persons.

The Kapota lineage is among thou-
sands of stateless people living in
Kenya who live in fear and deprivation
since they can’t access basic services
like education and healthcare.

“Being stateless means we lack rec-
ognition of nationality and that has got
very devastating effect on respect for
our rights as human beings,” said Ka-
pota who currently lives with mater-
nal grandparents Dickson Ncube and
Lagina Sibindi.

She narrated the harrowing story
of how her mother died while giving
birth through the help of a mid-wife.

“My mother died when I was 16
years old, she could not have gone to
the hospital for lack of identity docu-
ments, so she gave birth in a nearby
house with help of village midwives,”
Kapota recalled.

She reckoned that without a proof

that a person is a national of the coun-
try where they live - or of any other
country - a person finds it very difficult
to live in that society.

“Such a person is unable to work, to
access healthcare and education, to
hold secure rights to land and other
property, or to enforce any of these
claims in court, and we go through
that each day,” said Kapota.

She said that stateless people live a
life of great deprivation and hardship
and remain marginalized economical-
ly, socially, politically and culturally.

Just like any other child, Kapota was
bouncing on her mother’s hands until
the day she got old enough to have the
reality dawn on her that together with
her four siblings they were treated as
stateless persons.

“The moment my mother revealed
to me that my siblings and I were state-
less persons, I could not understand
what that meant,” said Kapota.She re-
called that whenever she got into a tiff
with the other young playmates in the
village, she was in trouble.

“I was made to understand that as
a stateless person, that meant that I
was not supposed to for example talk
freely, shout, play with other children
and go outside our compound at will,
whenever another child did injustice
to me, it was not a big deal but when
we were on the wrong, it was treated
as a heinous crime,” said Kapota.

However, Kapota’s resolve to be-
come a human rights defender could
not allow her to keep quiet and suffer
in silence, instead she would shout,
but the more she shouted, the more
trouble she attracted, at the end of the
day her voices remained unheard; she
was literally muzzled.

“All my other siblings lived in fear
since we were told that if they talked
openly, they would be chased away
and so they had nothing to be proud
of,” said Kapota.

“As I grew up, I admired strong-
willed women in Kenya and dreamt to
join their league,” said Kapota. At 24,
she is now married and a mother of
three but could not attain her dream

since the highest level of educa-
tion she got was elementary, and
being the first born, she had to
drop out of school to work and
fend for her younger siblings af-
ter the mother died.

“I was employed as a domes-
tic worker for a Zimbabwean im-
migrant who worked for an NGO
on a contract, then I would earn
6, 000 shillings (60 U.S. dollars)
per month, money that went to
buying food for the family, my
father too worked for a promi-
nent farmer in Kiambu and his
proceeds would pay for our
house rent,” said Kapota.

Currently, she weaves multi-
colored baskets and jewelries
from plastics which she sells to
brokers at a throw away price.
She gets her raw materials from

Nairobi’s industrial area.

“With fear to be exposed, 1
usually sell the baskets to mid-
dlemen at one dollar but they
make a kill by selling them at
between nine dollars to 10 dol-
lars making almost a hundred
percent profit, “said Kapota”The
baskets have however enabled
me to put food on the table for
my family”, she added.

Lisa Wanja Munaita, United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) assistant pro-
tection officer, said there is need
to recognize the stateless indi-
viduals to enable them realize
their potential.

“Given an opportunity,
there are great talents among
the stateless persons, they are
equally talented if not better,”

said Munaita.

She said that stateless people
are a discriminated lot while
their efforts to seek employ-
ment or to join saving groups
remained an exercise in futility.

“As a stateless person, one
can’'t achieve the aspiration of
living as true citizens enjoying
all the rights and freedoms, citi-
zenship is therefore a crucial el-
ement in enjoyment of the rights
of individuals and communities
and therefore all those that qual-
ify for it should be granted,” said
Munaita.

Participants at a recent minis-
terial conference on the eradica-
tion of statelessness in the Afri-
can Great Lakes region which
took place in Nairobi urged gov-
ernments to enhance protection

of this vulnerable group.

On its part, Kenya reaffirmed
its commitment towards devis-
ing interventions to assist the
stateless people. Such interven-
tions include the oncoming na-
tional census which will help
classify the stateless people as a
special category, making it easi-
er to identify their needs.

“The Kenya government has
resolved to factor in number of
stateless during the oncoming
census as a step to take stock
the persons so as to profile and
register their security and social
concerns,” said Patrick Ole Ntu-
tu, chief administrative secre-
tary of Kenya’s Ministry of Interi-
or and Coordination of National
Government.

Xinhua



13

www.ippmedia.com

Gliardian

WARNING

Kenyan MPs warn
farmers: Release maize
or it will be imported

NAIROBI

The government will be forced to
import maize if farmers continue to
hoard their produce and demand high
prices, the National Assembly Com-
mittee on Agriculture has warned.

Committee chairman Adan Ali said
growers have refused to part with
maize in the hope of making more
money. “If farmers continue to hoard
their produce with prospects of mak-
ing more money, then importation of
maize under the current situation is
inevitable,” Mr Ali told the Sunday Na-
tion in an interview.

He said the local market is offering
better prices than the government,
thus farmers are avoiding the National
Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB).
But farmers have vowed to oppose
any bid to import maize.

Producers under the Cereal Grow-
ers Association said importation of
duty-free maize will jeopardise food
security as well as increase the cost
of farming. “Our government seems
to show more preference to foreign
farmers than its own. We still have
maize in our stores which we would
like it to buy instead of importing,”
said the association’s chairman, Mr
Farnie Kruger.

The farmers also accused the gov-
ernment of hatching a plot to import
maize from Mexico through some list-
ed traders. But the Agriculture com-
mittee said the government, through
the Strategic Food Reserve (SFR), has
only managed to purchase 417, 000,
90kg bags of maize from farmers vis-
a-vis a target of two million bags.

set by President Kenyatta in January
when he ordered NCPB to buy maize
from farmers at a cost of Sh2,500 per
90kg bag. Although long queues were
witnessed at NCPB depots immediate-
ly the President made the announce-
ment, they later diminished after the
long rains failed.

According to Agriculture CS
Mwangi Kiunjuri, they have tried to
convince farmers to deliver maize
to NCPB depots in vain. “I personally
asked those with more than 400 bags
to sell to NCPB but the situation at the
depots has not improved,” added Mr
Kiunjuri.

The CS said NCPB failed to meet
its target of buying two million bags
owing to better prices offered by the
market and the worsening drought in
the country.

The CS also refuted claims that the
government has already listed some
traders to import maize from Mexico.
However, the CS reiterated that he
has a responsibility to ensure that
Kenyans are protected from escalat-
ing flour prices, whether caused by
hoarding or by maize shortage.

He stated further that the country is
safe because there is little maize trick-
ling in from Tanzania and Ethiopia.
The chairman of the Strategic Food
Reserve Fund, Mr Noah Wekesa, said
they would only import when it is nec-
essary.

“We must make sure we don't re-
peat the same blunder we made last
year. We will only import when the
right time comes and also avoid in-
terfering with this year’s harvest,” he
told the Sunday Nation in a telephone

The two million bags target was

interview.
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Villagers and mentor farmers who benefitted from SNAP reciting a poem to thank US-based McKnight Foundation for financially supporting the project which has helped to change their
livelihood by practicing agro-ecological farming during the closing ceremony held in Singida last week. Photo: Beatrice Philemon.

CONSERVATION

US life sciences professor urges govt
to have policy on agro-ecology

By Beatrice Philemon

HE government has urged to
come up with a policy that
supports agro-ecological
farming which is good
for the environment and guarantees
smallholder farmers of food security.

An associate Professor at Cornell
University’s College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences in the US, Rachel Kerr
said in Singida last week during the
closing ceremony of Singida Nutrition
and Agro-ecology Project (SNAP) that
agro-ecological farming needs policy
backing so that it can be implemented
by farmers effectively.

Prof Kerr pointed out that agro-
ecological farming is good for
smallholder farmers because it
improves soil fertility, conserve
environment, protects water sources
while encouraging use of indigenous
seeds.

“Agro-ecological farming represents
the future of farming especially for
smallholder farmers who use tradition
farming methods,” Prof Kerr noted
while commending SNAP managers for
training Singida region’s farmers on the
practice.

She advised the beneficiaries to
practice what they learnt but alsoimpart
the knowledge acquired to their peers
so that many of them should engage in
agro-ecological farming which involves
intercropping.

Under the SNAP, the smallholder
farmers were trained by experts from
ActionAid Tanzania, Cornell University,
Nelson Mandela University and Ilonga
Agricultural Research Institute with
funding from US-based McKnight
Foundation.

SNAP was a three year which started
in2016in Singida region and involved 20
villages and more that 1,200 households
with main goals being to promote agro-

ecology farming and gender equality
among farming communities but also
assure farmers of food security.

“Asresearcher from Cornell university
I am very glad to see what is you have
accomplished in Singida because as
smallholder farmers you have made
big changes as far as food availability
at home and healthy children are
concerned,” she added.

Speaking at the same ceremony,
Singida District Executive Director,
Rashid Mandoa expressed his
appreciation to McKnight Foundation
for the financial support accorded to
SNAP which has benefited thousands in
Singida.

“As the project comes to an end,
we have vowed to disseminate this
knowledge to other villages across the
region so that many farmers should
know about benefits of agro-ecological
farming, nutrition and gender issues,”

He further noted that Singida
district council has 84 villages, 21
wards and 334 sub locations but
has only 16 extension officers which
means that peer mentoring among
themselves is important to propagate
the environmental friendly farming
practice. “We will disseminate this
knowledge effectively to our farmers
because 80 percent of Singida residents
are farmers “ he underlined.

Speaking on behalf of mentor farmers
who benefitted from the project,
Pili Shaban called upon district and
regional authorities to allocate funds to
assist farmers practice agro-ecological
farming.

“In order for us to disseminate and
practice skills that we learnt from
SNAP, we need funding, Shaban said
while paying tribute to the experts
who taught them during the three year
project tenure.

Mandoa said.

TROUBLE

Falling confidence hits African airlines’ international business

GENEVA

The upward trend in African
airlines’ international passenger
travel demand has softened
since mid-2018, in line with
falling business confidence in
some of the continent’s key
economies.

This is according to global
passenger data for March 2019
released by the International
Air  Transport  Association
(IATA). The report shows that
African airlines’ demand for
international passenger travel
increased by 2.1% compared to
March 2018. At the same time
capacity increased by 1.1%, and
the load factor strengthened by
0.7 of a percentage point to 71.4%.

IATA points out that more
than 125 million passengers
board flights globally each day.
Global passenger traffic results
for March 2019 showed that
demand rose 3.1%, compared
to March 2018. This was the
slowest pace for any month in
nine years. According to IATA,
this was largely due to the timing
of the Easter holiday period this
year.

“While (global) traffic growth
slowed considerably in March,
we do not see the month as a
bellwether for the rest of 2019,”
Alexandre de Juniac, IATAS
director general and CEQ, said in
a statement.

“Nevertheless, the economic
backdrop has become somewhat
less favourable, with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) having recently revised its
gross domestic product (GDP)
outlook downward for a fourth
time in the past year.”

In de Juniacs view, despite
March’s slowdown, the outlook
for air travel remains solid.

“Global connectivity has never
been better. Consumers can
choose from more than 21 000
city pair combinations on more
than 125 000 daily flights. And
air fares continue to decline in
real terms,” he said.

March international passenger
demand rose just 2.5% compared
to March 2018, which was down
from 4.5% year-over-year growth
recorded in February and almost
5 percentage points below its
five-year average pace.

All regions showed growth
with the exception of the Middle
East. Total capacity climbed
4.0%, and the load factor fell
1.2 percentage points to 80.8%.
European carriers saw March
demand increase 4.7% over
March 2018, down from 7.5%

annual growth in February.
The result partly reflects
falling business confidence

in the Eurozone and ongoing
uncertainty about Brexit.

Middle East carriers’
passenger demand fell 3.0%
in March, marking a second
consecutive month of declining
traffic. According to IATA, this
reflects the broader structural
changes in the industry which
have been taking place in the
region.

Globally domestic demand
rose 4.1% in March, which was a
deceleration from 6.2% growth
recorded in February that was
driven largely by developments
in China and India. Domestic
capacity climbed 4.5%, and load
factor dipped 0.3 percentage
point to 834%. In June, leaders
in the aviation industry will
gather in Seoul, South Korea,
for the 75th IATA Annual
General Meeting and World Air
Transport Summit.

Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s director general and CEO.

NOTICE

MultiChoice explains
DStv streaming crash:
Systems upgrade failed

CAPETOWN

MultiChoice says the latest hours-long crash of
its DStv Now streaming service was the result of a
systems upgrade that failed when it was made live.

Thursday’s DStv Now blackout was the second in
four weeks since many DStv subscribers in South
Africa and across sub-Saharan Africa couldn’t watch
the 8th season premiere episode of HBO’s Game
of Thrones live on MultiChoice’s video streaming
service when it crashed on Monday 15 April after
they stayed up and woke up wanting to watch it at
03:00.

On Thursday night DStv subscribers who wanted
to watch the first season finale of The Bachelor
South Africa on M-Net (DStv 101) and soccer on
SuperSport couldn’t do so, getting a black screen
saying “Error 500 - There is a problem with the page
you requested.”

It was eventually fixed later on Thursday night
after several hours but after MultiChoice’s non-
service outraged many M-Net and sports viewers
who complained not just about the technical
breakdown and bad customer experience but also
the lack of DStv customer communication.

Richard Boorman, MultiChoice Connected Video
head of communications responded to a media
enquiry on Friday afternoon and told Channel24
that “we’re currently busy with a full post-mortem
to determine the exact cause, but broadly the cause
was a systems update which we’d tested ahead
of deployment without any issues arising, but
unfortunately in the live environment it failed”.

Asked if it was the same problem or connected to
the DStv Now outage that messed up the Game of
Thrones live viewing on 15 April he said that it “ isn’t
related to the incident four weeks ago”.

“We're acutely aware of how our customers rely
on DStv Now, and we’re working flat out to ensure
these type of incidents don’t happen. We apologise
to everyone affected. Clearly, we will incorporate
the lessons learned from these incidents when
developing new services to avoid any kind of
recurrence,” said Boorman.
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MOTHER'S DAY

Women counselled to build careers while taking care of families

By Guardian Reporter

others  across
the country
have been

encouraged to
endlessly pursue their careers
without giving up while taking
care of their families.

Speaking during a panel
discussion organised by NMB
Bank Plc to mark Mother’s Day
celebrations on Friday in Dar
es Salaam, the bank’s Head,
Customer Experience Abella
Tarimo said that for women
to achieve anything in life
they need clarity on what they
want to do and how to do it.

“As long as one has a clear
vision and support system
juggling between a career and
family is manageable. Most
women believe that caring for
their families and developing
their careers is an impossible
task for them to achieve,” said
Tarimo.

She noted that the
discussion which was
themed ‘Glass ceiling and
motherhood, was a perfect
subject to debate during the
day when women’s roles are
recognised globally stressing

that no one can accomplish

anything alone.
“Working mothers should
establish support systems

no matter what they want to
accomplish at home or work,”
she argued.

On the other hand, Senior
Relationship Manager Busi-
ness Liability, Business Bank-
ing, Beatrice Mwambije said
that working mothers who
are overwhelmed and think
of quitting their careers and
resort to taking care of their
children, need to evaluate the
situation first before doing so.

“The rigorous daily
schedule of caring for an
infant may tempt mothers to
stay at home and care for their
children while abandoning
their careers,” Mwambije said.

“However, if you are a
career woman, there are ways
you can strike a balance and
achieve both successfully by
simply putting in place plans
to balance both roles,” she
argued while pointing out that
mothers should think of the
future in terms of financial
security and their relevance
as human beings after the
children are grown up.
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Pauline Mohele, NMB’s Manager Recovery, Special Asset Management, Pauline Mohele speaking during a panel discussion to commemorate this year's
Right is Beatrice Mwambije, Senior Relationship Manager for Business Liability, Business Banking and NMB’s Head, Customer Experience, Abella Tarimo (L).
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Mother’s Day celebrations held in Dar es Salaam.

CONTROVERSY

South African lions are advertised to UK hunters, for up to R780,000 each

LONDON

Wealthy foreign hunters are sent
WhatsApp messages with detailed
images of captive lions available
for them to hunt in South Africa -
for prices of up to R780,000 each.

Up to 200 farms in South Africa
breedlions for such “canned” high-
priced trophy hunts, according
to an investigation published on
the front page of the UK’s Mail on
Sunday this week.

The investigation was funded by
Lord Ashcroft, a prominent British
politician and philanthropist,

who dubbed it “Project Simba”.
It stretched over the course of a
year and involved “ former Special
Forces and security operatives”
who infiltrated lion breeding in
South Africa, Ashcroft said.

His team found a thriving
business of captive lions, Ashcroft
said, including “green hunts”
where lions are darted with a
sedative before for a trophy photo.
Another aspect of the business,
he says, is the creation of lion
and tiger cross-breeds, ligers
and tigons, in order to speed up
growth and so have heavier bones

MARKETING

Tigo, Tecno lure
‘netizens’ with
new smartphones

By Francis Kajubi

TECH savvy youth who spend hours
online can now enjoy the fastest inter-
net access with Tecno Spark 3 and Tecno
Spark 3 Pro smartphone that has been in-
troduced in the market by Tigo Tanzania
Limited with the Chinese manufacturer

last week.

Tigo’s Mobile Device Manager, Mkum-
bo Myonga said in Dar es Salaam on Fri-
day that the new handset is a result of
joint venture with Tecno Mobile aimed
meeting growing demand by ‘netizens’ to
have fast and cheap internet access.

Myonga said the Tecno Spark 3 smart-
phone is a 3G enabled gadget and comes
with 96 gigabytes of internet access last-
ing a whole year. Tecno Spark 3 Pro is 4G

enabled.

“We started this journey of turning the
country to a digital champion in the past
eight years and we are forging ahead with
our partners to achieve this mission with
great success,” he pointed out.

According to Tanzania Telecommuni-
cation Regulatory Authority (TCRA), as of
last December, Tigo had the second larg-
est number of subscribers in the market

with over 12.44 million.

Tecno Mobile’s Public Relations Man-
ager, Eric Mkomoya said the two hand-
sets also have bright cameras which
take quality video and still photos. “Our
partnership with Tigo has had a transfor-
mational impact in the country’s digital
landscape. Together, we have managed to
increase penetration of mobile phones in
the country by providing affordable and
latest smartphones,” Mkomoya said.

to sell in the thriving market for
traditional medicines in mostly
China and South East Asia.

A tiger cross-breed, he says,
can achieve the bone mass of
a 9-year-old lion in just three
years, maximising profits at the
expense of birth defects. Posing
as potential clients, the team was
offered various lions to hunt, with
prices ranging from R1850,000 to
R780,000 depending largely on
the quality of the mane. In one
instance, the price included three
nights of accommodation.

Ashcroft hopes South African

Alion is darted by a British hunter.

authorities will be “shocked
and embarrassed into action”
on canned lion hunting. “By
allowing such a barbaric practice,
the South African Government
is harming the reputation of a
country that treasures its position
on the international stage in the
aftermath of apartheid,” he said in
a statement.

He has also called on the
government of the United
Kingdom to ban the import of
captive-lion trophies, urging his
home country to not be complicit
in the trade.

In one instance Ashcroft’s
team documented how the UK
representative of a South African
safari operator advised a similar
American ban on trophies could
be bypassed: export the lion skin
to Britain, package it inside the
skin of a deer, then export that to
the USA.

Citing only “well-informed
sources,” Ashcroft says there are
now an estimated 12,000 captive-
bred lions in South Africa, far
more than the total number in the
wild.

RECOGNITION

Ecobank’s rapid
transfer application
named best
remittance product

By Guardian Reporter

Ecobank’s Rapid Transfer
Application has been named
Best Remittance Product and
Service of the Year by the
Asian Banker Awards for West
Africa.

In a statement last Friday,
the Lagos based continental
bank said its application was
selected following a rigorous
and transparent process that
saw the Asian Banker access-
ing banks and non-bank retail
financial services players in
several countries in West Af-
rica.

Currently The Asian Banker
Awards covers the Asia Pacific,
the Middle East and West Affi-
cawhere more than 300 banks
and non-bank retail financial
services players in more than
42 countries are evaluated.
Presenting the awards to win-
ners in Lagos, Chairman of
Asian Banker, Emmanuel Dan-
iel, said the excellence in retail
financial services programme
is probably the most rigorous,
prestigious and transparent
awards programme for con-
sumer financial services in the
world.

Daniel congratulated Eco-
bank for winning the award
and explained that the pro-
gramme also assesses all new
players such as payments
companies, marketplace plat-
forms and alternative finan-
cial services platforms made
possible by financial technol-
ogy (fintech) who are greatly
contributing to the transfor-
mation of the retail financial
services industry.

He pointed out that through
the awards the Asian Banker
aims to capture the evolving
competitive landscape and
recognise the outstanding
players and initiatives, from
which the industry can learn
from to better provide con-
sumer products, services and
experience.

Receiving the award on be-
half of the Ecobank Group,
Executive Director, Commer-

cial Banking, Carol Oyedeji,
thanked the organizer for
engaging in rigorous exercise
to arrive at winners of the
various awards, stressing that
Ecobank retail business has
witnessed substantial trans-
formation, innovation and
growth in all its segments and
dimensions - customers, prod-
ucts and channels in recent
years.

Oyedeji disclosed that Eco-
bank is now being commonly
regarded as digital payment
solution bank because of its of-
ferings such as Rapid Transfer,
EcobankPay, OMNI and Xpress
account, among others.

Seconding Oyedeji's obser-
vation, Ecobank Group Head,
Remittances and Mobile Mon-
ey, Linus Adaba described the
awards as a worthy recogni-
tion of its Rapid Transfer App
which is one of Ecobank’s
landmark initiatives targeted
at easing the process and
enabling Africans in Diaspora
send money to their loved
ones back home on the conti-
nent.

“Many Africans work else-
where in Africa, or further
afield in Europe, America and
Asia and financially support
their relatives back home.
Rapid transfer is a safe and se-
cure low-cost remittance solu-
tion, which ultimately will put
more money into the hands of
the recipient,” Adaba said.

“This will have a multiplier
effect on the African econ-
omy by boosting demand
and driving business growth.
Rapid transfer removes all of
bottle necks and high cost of
sending money back home.
Its standout affordability is a
game changer in the way that
Africans send money to their
loved ones,” he added.

“T use this opportunity to
dedicate these awards to all
hard working staff of the Eco-
bank Group, who have tire-
lessly worked to see the suc-
cess of the bank,” the Ecobank
Group Head, Remittances and
Mobile Money stressed.
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CRISIS

Carlos Ghosn’s successor under fire as Nissan profit sinks

TOKYO

arlos Ghosn’s ar-

rest threw Nissan

Motor into a cor-

porate tailspin
with allegations of self-deal-
ing, profligate spending and
filing false statements. Now
the car maker’s profits are
falling off a cliff, and succes-
sor Hiroto Saikawa may go
down with them.

Troubled by slumping US
sales, aging models and a
product cycle that is out of
sync, the Yokohama-based
company will announce on
Tuesday its lowest annual
operating profit in a decade,
raising the possibility of a
dividend cut. The outlook
for the current fiscal year to
March 2020 probably will
not be any more promising.

Chief executive Mr Sai-
kawa has yet to announce a
turnaround plan since the
arrest of former chairman
Mr Ghosn in November, and
sources say there is internal
strife over whether he is the

right executive to fix Nissan.
Alliance partner Renault
may not look too favourably
on Mr Saikawa’s reappoint-
ment if he continues to op-
pose a merger said to be
backed by its own chairman
Jean-Dominique Senard,
who is also a Nissan director.

In addition, alliance part-
ner said it would block Mr
Saikawa’s reappointment if
he did not agree to a merg-
er - a request made by Re-
nault’s new chairman that
Mr Saikawa batted away, the
Yomiuri newspaper report-
ed last month.

“A new management team
and strategy may be the an-
swer,” said Michael Dean, a
Bloomberg Intelligence ana-
lyst. “We do not comment
on rumours or speculation,”
said Nicholas Maxfield, a Ni-
ssan spokesman. “The com-
pany’s focus is on stabilising
operations and strengthen-
ing its management struc-
ture, while addressing the
weaknesses in governance
that enabled this miscon-

duct.”

The surprise jailing of Mr
Ghosn, who led both car
companies for two decades,
exposed rifts over control
and decision-making. Since
then, Mr Ghosn was released
and detained once again.
Currently out on bail, he has
denied all charges against
him, saying his arrest was
due to a “dirty game” played
by some Nissan executives.
He is now preparing for his
trial, which may start later
this year or next year.

A pending litmus test for
Mr Saikawa’s job security
will come next month, when
Nissan’s directors are set to
formally adopt new corpo-
rate governance rules that
include creating a more
independent board. In an
extraordinary shareholders’
meeting held last month to
remove Mr Ghosn from the
board, Mr Saikawa was pep-
pered with questions as to
why he was not stepping
down to take responsibil-

ity for Nissan’s poor govern-

Nissan’s chief executive Hiroto Saikawa.

ance.

Mr Saikawa said there are
many ways to take respon-
sibility and he believed the
right thing for him to do now
is to help Nissan rebuild,
signaling his intention to
stay on. Even so, Mr Saikawa

needs Renault’s vote from its
43 per cent stake to back his
reappointment, especially
given that roughly half of
minority shareholders have
voted against his appoint-
ment since 2017.

While the French car man-

ufacturer agreed in 2015 not
to interfere in the appoint-
ment of top Nissan manag-
ers, Nissan’s financial weak-
ness could give Renault an
opening to push harder for
a merger.

The list of potential re-
placements include chief
operating officer Yasuhiro
Yamauchi, who sits on the
board of Renault. His recent
promotion preserves man-
agement ties between the
automakers, who along with
Mitsubishi Motors form the
world’s biggest car alliance.

A recent management
shuffle also put the spotlight
on executives who may also
be in a position to lead the
company. Hideyuki Sakamo-
to, in charge of manufactur-
ing and supply-chain man-
agement, joined Nissan in
1980 as an engineer and has
worked around the world,
including the Nissan Techni-
cal Centre in North America,
Nissan’s largest affiliate sup-
plier in Japan and Renault
in Brazil. Jun Seki, formerly

Nissan’s China chief, is now
senior vice president over-
seeing “performance recov-
ery.”

“Nissan clearly had very
bad corporate governance
and an atmosphere where
few felt they could question
Mr Ghosn,” said Janet Lew-
is, an analyst at Macquarie
Capital Securities (Japan)
Ltd. “His departure will en-
able them to reboot, but it
will take time to put a strong
management team in place.”

Nissan in April warned in-
vestors of bad times ahead
as it cut preliminary profit
for the year ended March to
318 billion yen (Dh10.62bn), a
30 per cent decline from the
previous guidance, which
itself had been lowered.
That would mark the first
time the Japanese car maker
earned less than Renault
in a decade. An out-of-sync
product cycle, aging lineup
and poor consumer reviews
“will take years, not months
to fix,” Ms Lewis said.

Nissan also may announce

that it’s paring the targets
in its plan for the six years
through fiscal 2022, the Asa-
hi reported, citing people it
didn’t identify. Nissan will
lower its fiscal 2022 revenue
target to about 14 trillion yen
from the existing target of
16.5 trillion yen and cut oper-
ating margin target to about
6 per cent from 8 per cent,
according to the newspaper.
Nissan declined to comment
on the Asahi report.

Even lower mid-term fore-
casts would fall short of ana-
lysts’ projections. Operating
profits likely won’t recover to
levels seen under Mr Ghosn
until 2023, meaning there
will probably be no growth
in the current six-year plan,
according to estimates com-
piled by Bloomberg.

“The impact may persist
this fiscal year,” said Koji
Endo, an auto analyst with
SBI. “The downward revi-
sion it made in the past year
wasn’t enough to push the
all the bad things out of its
door.”

CURRENCY BOOST

Turkish state banks sell
dollars to support falling lira

ISTANBUL

Turkish state banks sold more than $1 bil-
lion on Thursday and overnight, sources
said, helping the lira to firm more than 2 per
cent at one stage and stem declines triggered
by a decision this week to re-run Istanbul’s
mayoral election.

Ziraat Bank, Turkey’s largest lender by
asset size, was one of the banks that sold
dollars to support the lira, according to the
sources familiar with the matter. Ziraat Bank
was not immediately available for comment.

The lira has lost as much as 15 per cent
against the dollar this year, with the latest
weakness driven by investor concerns over
Monday’s decision to re-run a mayoral elec-
tion in Istanbul that was narrowly won by
the main opposition party.

Electoral authorities cancelled the result
of the March 31 vote in Turkey’s largest city
and commercial hub after weeks of appeals
from President Tayyip Erdogan’s defeated
AK Party.

On Thursday, Turkey’s central bank effec-
tively tightened policy by funding the mar-
ket through a higher rate and took addition-
al liquidity steps to bolster the lira.

“The steady trend of lira depreciation
could potentially push inflation significantly

higher than expected even beyond 2019. The
central bank move has had markedly limited
positive impact on the currency this time
around,” Yatirim Finansman, the Instanbul-
based brokerage house, said in a note to cli-
ents.

“If CBRT (Central Bank of the Republic of
Turkey) wants to stop (lira) volatility effec-
tively, it might have to introduce monetary
tightening.” Investors fear that the decision
to repeat the Istanbul election on June 23
will add nearly two months of uncertainty
over Turkey’s plans to rebalance and stabi-
lise the economy.

Turkish banks have also told foreign in-
vestors they were in no rush to sell problem
loans on their books, and were focused on
restructuring them, three people present at
a meeting discussing bad debt on Thursday
in Istanbul told Reuters.

Deutsche Bank, Cerberus, Goldman Sachs,
Bain Capital and the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development attended the
meeting to discuss the possible sale of prob-
lem loans, the attendees said.

Economists have expressed concerns
about the transparency of non-performing
loans held by Turkish banks, which surged
after last year’s lira crisis.

A-merchant-counts-Turkish-lira-banknotes-at-the-Grand-Bazaar-in-Istanbul.
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PESSIMISM

Tata Steel’s European plans thrown
back into doubt as venture collapses

NEW DELHI

The future of Tata Steel's two giant
European plants has been thrown into
doubt after a long-proposed venture with
German rival Thyssenkrupp looked at risk of
collapsing.

Tata, which operates the iconic blast
furnace at Port Talbot in the UK and another
big plant in the Netherlands, has been trying
to find a solution for its European business
since being hit by the 2016 commodity crisis,
though many of its troubles stem before
then. With a European joint venture now
likely to be rejected, it will have to find a plan
B.

Thyssenkrupp said on Friday that it’s
abandoning plans to split itself in two

and that it didn’'t expect regulators to
approve the joint venture with Tata. The
reaction from shareholders was telling:
Thyssenkrupp surged the most on record
while Tata slumped as much as 7.7 per cent
in Mumbai. The Indian company said it will
keep focusing on improving its European
business, while looking for new options that
can clear regulatory hurdles.

“The proposed joint venture was an
important strategic initiative for Tata Steel
to create a sustainable portfolio in Europe”
that would have benefited its balance sheet,
Tata said in a statement. “Tata Steel remains
committed to the above strategy and would
explore all options to achieve similar
outcomes in the future.”
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14:30  Chetu ni chetu rpt

15:00  Korean Dram rpt: Emperor of
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20:45  Series: lljimae

21:30  Capital Prime News

22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt

00:00 Al Jazeera
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Democrat Warren
confronts 2020
electability question
head-on in Ohio

CHILLICOTHE, OHIO

AT a veterans hall in the mostly
white, working-class town of Chillico-
the, Ohio, U.S. Senator Elizabeth War-
ren spoke to about 200 people on Fri-
day about her plans to fight the opioid
epidemic, Washington corruption and
economic inequality.

Warren’s decision to campaign in
Ohio - a state President Donald Trump
won by eight percentage points in 2016
- so soon in the Democratic presiden-
tial nominating battle is telling.

Ohio does not host one of next year’s
early nominating contests. Yet there is
growing consensus among Democrats
that a nominee’s ability to beat Trump
in November 2020 is the number one
priority - and Warren aims to convince
voters there and elsewhere that she has
broad enough appeal to do it.

“I believe that if you're running for
president of the United States you
ought to be running for president of
all the people and not just spend your
time in a handful of so-called battle-
ground states,” Warren told reporters
at an earlier stop on Friday in Kermit,
West Virginia, a solidly Republican
state.

Party strategists and voters are divid-
ed over what type of candidate is best
positioned to take on the president.

Some believe it is critical to have a
nominee who can win back the work-
ing-class, white voters who supported
Barack Obama but then handed Trump
victories in formerly blue states in the

Midwest like Ohio, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania and Wisconsin. Others say a
candidate who can drive turnout by
appealing to young, minority and first-
time voters is the best path to the White
House.

Ed Rendell, a former Democratic
governor of Pennsylvania, thinks mod-
erate candidates like former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden or U.S. Senator Amy
Klobuchar would be best at wooing
back working-class voters in the non-
urban areas of his state.

Warren’s progressive policies - she
backs free college tuition, a wealth tax
and Medicare-for-all healthcare - make
her an “easy target” for Trump to ac-
cuse her of being a socialist, Rendell
said.

But he agrees with other Democrats
who say where candidates stand on the
issues may not be the deciding factor
for voters.

“I've never seen voters more single-
minded than on the issue of beating
Donald Trump,” Rendell said, adding
he would work to win Pennsylvania for
whoever emerges as the nominee.

HIGH STAKES

Recent opinion surveys show electa-
bility topping issues for many Demo-
crats.

In a Monmouth University poll of
987 likely Democratic primary voters
conducted May 2-7 in New Hampshire,
which hosts the second nominating
contest, 68 percent said they would
choose a candidate they did not agree
with on most issues if the individual

U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren

were a stronger candidate against Trump. Just 25
percent said they would pick the candidate they
agreed with on most issues but who would have a
hard time beating Trump.

Forty-nine percent of Democrats in an Ipsos on-
line poll of 960 adults taken April 29-30 said the
ability to beat Trump in the general election is the
most important factor in choosing a primary can-
didate, ahead of policies on healthcare, jobs and
the environment.

“Democrats view this not as a regular election
but as an existential election for the country. The
stakes are high. Each candidate is trying to show
how they will take on Trump,” said Ben LaBolt, a
former spokesman for Obama’s re-election cam-
paign.

Ideally, a candidate will emerge like Obama who
can appeal to a wide swath of Democratic voters,
he said.

With just 3 percent of Democrats in the Ipsos
poll picking Warren as the candidate most likely
to beat Trump, the Massachusetts senator has
work to do. Forty-six percent chose Biden as the
strongest Trump opponent, and 25 percent said
they did not know who was best positioned from
the field of 22 Democrats running.

Ohio Democratic Party Chairman David Pepper
rejected the idea that only a moderate Democrat
can make inroads there. As a roadmap, he pointed
to Senator Sherrod Brown’s re-election in 2018,
when he won by a higher margin than in 2012
when Obama was on the ballot.

Brown, like Warren, focuses on themes of in-
come inequality and creating an economy that
protects and benefits middle- and working-class
households. Pepper said that economic message
resonates in rural and suburban areas, even if oth-
er parts of a candidate’s platform are more liberal
than voters would typically support.

“These are the places that responded to Donald
Trump saying ‘let’s make America great again,”
Pepper said of Chillicothe. “A ticket that includes
that kind of candidate like Sherrod Brown’s did
and can hold down losses in rural parts of the
state and suburbs and energize our urban core -
that combination is the ticket that will win Ohio.”

In largely rural Ross County, where Warren met
with voters on Friday, Trump got roughly two-
thirds of the vote in 2016.

But Chillicothe Mayor Luke Feeney, a Democrat,
said the party should not count it out.

“I told her Ross County is definitely in play in
2020 and Chillicothe is definitely in play in 2020
and the state of Ohio is a swing state in 2020, not
ared state,” Feeney said as he introduced Warren
at her event.

Retired teacher Kathleen Burgess, 70, was in
the crowd. She said Warren’s early call to impeach
Trump pleased her as a progressive voter, but she
thought Warren’s economic policies also would
appeal to swing voters in the state.

“By advocating for free public college and
healthcare, those are kitchen table issues for
working-class people,” Burgess said. Agencies

ANC keeps power in South Africa but scandals cost it votes

PRETORIA

SOUTH Africa’s ruling African
National Congress (ANC) on Sat-
urday marked its weakest victory
in national elections in a quarter-
century, while President Cyril
Ramaphosa declared that the
vote had given him and others
“a firm mandate to build a better
South Africa for all.”

With all votes counted, the ANC
had 575 percent, the electoral
commission said.

It was the worst-ever showing at
the polls for the party of the late
Nelson Mandela that has ruled
since the end of the apartheid
system of racial discrimination 25
years ago. The party won 62 per-
cent of the vote in 2014.

Voter turnout was another low
at 65 percent, reflecting the frus-
tration of many South Africans
after corruption scandals around
the ANC that led former president
Jacob Zuma to resign last year un-
der party pressure. Turnout was
74 percent in 2014.

Ramaphosa, a Mandela protege,
has vowed to clean up the rot and
apologized to South Africans. But
his new five-year term is threat-

ened by Zuma allies within the
ANC’s leadership, who could pres-
sure the party to oust him from
power.

Observers have said South Afri-
ca’s economy, the most developed
in sub-Saharan Africa, would be
further weakened if Ramaphosa
is removed by his own party. He
narrowly won the party leader-
ship in late 2017, weeks before
Zuma was pushed out.

Ramaphosa’s image as a leader
willing to rid the government of
graft helped the ANC’s election

growing youth population, the
“Born Free” generation that nev-
er knew apartheid, Ramaphosa
noted that “many young people
are still outside the fold of voting
activity.” Some 6 million eligible
young voters did not register to
vote in this election.

The ANC barely retained con-
trol of the country’s economic
hub of Gauteng province, which
includes Johannesburg and the
capital, Pretoria, with just over 50
percent of the vote.

In South Africa, the president

Serbia one of Russia’s key
partners, says senator

BELGRADE

SERBIA is one of Russia’s key partners in Europe and in
the world, Chairman of the Russian Federation Council’s
(upper house of parliament) Foreign Affairs Committee
Konstantin Kosachev stated on Saturday in an interview

with Serbia’s RTS channel.

“We have a great deal of common interests. We both
have the same stance on the necessity of maintaining the
UN’s role and respecting international law. We have huge
projects in the sphere of gas, nuclear energy, healthcare,
education, agriculture. We are very interesting partners
for each other. That is why Serbia is one of our key, most
interesting partners in Europe and in a more global con-

text,” Kosachev said.

The Russian senator also noted the particular relevance
of Victory Day in Serbia. On May 9, Kosachev took part in
the Immortal Regiment demonstrations in Belgrade, at-
tended by over 10,000 people.

The Tmmortal Regiment’ march is an annual event held
throughout Russia and in other countries. The event is
dedicated to the victory in Great Patriotic War (or WWII)
that claimed lives of about 28 million Soviet people, both

soldiers and civilians.

During the march, people carry portraits of their rela-
tives who fought or died during the war.

The idea was born in the Russian Siberian city of Tyu-
men in 2007 and the march was called the Victors’ Parade.
In 2012, another Siberian city of Tomsk picked up the torch
renaming the rally as ‘Tmmortal Regiment.’

The next year, about 120 cities joined in. A year later,
people carried portraits of their relatives, who fought
during WWII, in 500 cities in seven countries. Since 2015,
the ‘Tmmortal Regiment’ march has become a nationwide

event.

Agencies

Premier Li underlines tax
cuts to benefit enterprises,
boost market vitality

BEIJING

CHINESE Premier Li Ke-
giang on Friday called for
more efforts to implement
tax and fee cuts in a bid to let
enterprises enjoy concrete
benefits and further boost
the vitality of market entities.

Li, a member of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Po-
litical Bureau of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, made
the remarks at a symposium
on the implementation of re-
ducing taxes and fees.

Larger-scale tax and fee
reductions are a key meas-
ure to improve the business
environment and boost the
vitality of market entities,
which not only contribute
to steady economic growth
and stable employment but
also encourage enterprises
to increase investment on in-
novation and enhance com-
petitiveness, Li said.

As a key task for this year,
tax and fee cuts have been
carried out and are pro-
ceeding as expected, Li said,
demanding more efforts to
ensure the complete imple-
mentation of related poli-
cies.

entrepreneurs shared their
opinions and made sugges-
tions on tax and fee reduc-

tions.
The tax burden for the
manufacturing sector

should be lowered signifi-
cantly and industries which
create many jobs such as
construction should also see
tax reductions.

Li urged efforts to ensure
the tax burden for all indus-
tries is lowered and micro
and small enterprises should
see a substantive reduction
of their tax burden.

Measures, including strict-
er market supervision, will
be taken to guarantee the ef-
fects of tax and fee cuts.

Besides tax and fee-reduc-
tion policies, China plans
to unveil more measures to
deepen reform and opening-
up, encourage entrepreneur-
ship and innovation as well
as foster fair competition to
withstand economic hard-
ship amid downward pres-
sure, he said.

Vice Premier Han Zheng,
also a member of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee, attended the
symposium.

showing, political analyst Karima
Brown said. “It’s a departure from
a president who faced continuous
allegations of corruption,” she
said.

But ANC secretary-general
Ace Magashule, seen as lead-
ing the party faction opposed to
Ramaphosa, has said the victory
could not be attributed to the
president alone.

Widespread  disillusionment
over the ANC and long-standing
issues of high unemployment
and poor delivery of basic ser-
vices had been expected to give
top opposition parties a boost in
Wednesday’s election. A record 48

South Africa President Cyril Ramaphosa addresses the nation after the

Independent Electoral Commission announced the final results in South Africa’s
general election in Pretoria on Saturday. ( AP)

parties were on the ballot.

Top opposition party the liberal
Democratic Alliance slipped in
its share of votes, however, win-
ning 20.7 percent, down from 22.2
percent in 2014. The populist Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters (EFF) in
just their second showing in par-
liamentary and presidential elec-
tions did gain ground, winning
10.7 percent of the vote, up from
6.3 percent five years ago.

The EFF won support notably

among younger voters with its
outspoken demands for a bigger
share of South Africa’s wealth
from the country’s white minor-
ity. It struck a chord in a country
where unemployment is 27 per-
cent and many in the black ma-
jority struggle to get by. The party
also had promised to expropriate
white-owned land without com-
pensation and nationalize mines
and banks.

With an eye on the country’s

and parliament are not elected
directly. The number of votes won
by each party determines how
many representatives are sent to
the national 400-seat legislature.
The president of the country is
the leader of the party that gets
the most votes. The ANC won 230
seats, the DA 84 and the EFF 44.

With the election over, some
South Africans looked forward to
moving on.

“I knew that the ANC would win
the elections so my vote for them
did not go waste,” said Karabo
Kgole, a gas station attendant in
Pretoria.

Agencies

At the meeting, several Xinhua

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang

UN commences renovation works to modernise iconic Africa Hall

ADDIS ABABA

The overall Africa Hall Renovation

the historical and cultural values em-

THE UN Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA) has revealed the signing
of contract agreement with three in-
ternational companies to renovate the
historic Africa Hall in Ethiopia’s capital
Addis Ababa.

The latest agreement among the
UN-ECA and the three construction
companies marks the commencement
of renovation works of the Africa Hall
inside the premises of the ECA head-
quarters in Addis Ababa at a cost of
28.2 million U.S. dollars, the ECA said in
a statement issued on Saturday.

and Modernization Project, which was
approved by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in 2015 with a budget
of about 57 million, mainly envisioned
a complete renovation of Africa Hall
main building.

“The signing with contractors, Africa
Hall Projects FZE, marks a paramount
milestone of this iconic project,” an
ECA statement read. “The contract for
the renovation and refurbishment of
Africa Hall is the biggest ever signed by
the ECA with a supplier.”

Africa Hall, which was inaugurated
prior to the establishment of the Or-

ganization of the African Unity (OAU)
in 1963, is considered as a historic ven-
ue mainly for hosting the formation of
the OAU - predecessor of the 55-mem-
ber African bloc, African Union (AU).
According to ECA’s Director of Ad-
ministration Carlos Haddad, “the reno-
vation will be completed on time and
delivered in 2021 as budgeted for.”
“We are excited by the signing of the
main renovation works contract which
paves way to upgrade the safety stand-
ards and restore the state-of-the-art
technology while preserving the his-
toric and heritage values to Africa Hall.
We are confident,” an ECA statement

quoted Haddad as saying. The iconic
hall was built between 1959 and 1961
and inaugurated on February 26, 1961
by Ethiopia’s former Emperor Hailese-
lassie, who is considered as one of the
founding fathers of the African Union,
the former OAU.

The complete renovation of Africa
Hall main building embraces various
works that include surrounding land-
scape works, a new Visitor Entry Build-
ing, upgrading the ECA compound
perimeter’s wall, a new visitor car park
and road-works external to the ECA
compound, it was noted.

Alem Kiros, Director and Legal Rep-

resentative for Africa Hall Projects
FZE, said that the restoration work is a
“great opportunity” that followed two
and a half years of negotiations.

“The project will be delivered up to
expectation and even beyond with the
expertise of the contractors who have
special skills with such levels of renova-
tion,” Kiros said.

The ECA had previously indicated
that the renovation project, when com-
pleted, aims to transform Africa Hall
into a rejuvenated facility, complying
with the highest international stand-
ards for conference facilities.

As part of preserving and restoring

bedded in its architecture, the project
also include a permanent exhibition to
turn historic hall into one of the lead-
ing tourist destinations in Addis Ababa
and highlight its significant role in the
UN and in modern African history, ac-
cording to the ECA.

George Ogboro, Chief of Supply
Chain Management Section at the
ECA, said that the project “is a major
milestone not only for the contractor
but also for Africa as a whole. African
countries will be proud of the hall even
more when the modernization project
is completed.” Xinhua
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Top negotiator: China seeks equal, dignified trade deal

BEIJING

WHAT China wants is an equal and
dignified trade agreement, for which
there are some key disparities to close,
but it must address the country’s core
concerns, such as lifting all additional
tariffs, making trade procurement fig-
ures realistic and that the text to any
deal must be “balanced”.

Vice-Premier Liu He said this late on
Friday, at the end of two days of trade
talks in Washington. He said the two
sides had agreed to continue talks in
Beijing, an indication that the nego-
tiations between the world’s top two
economies haven’t yet broken down.

For the first time, Liu, chief of the
Chinese side of the China-US com-
prehensive economic dialogue, re-
vealed the extent of the “differences”
remaining in the marathon China-US
trade talks, though in the course the
two sides have reached consensus on
many things.

He also refuted allegations that
China “reneged” on its commitments
and highlighted the need for the two
countries to cooperate for the benefit
of themselves and the whole world.

Before elaborating on the existing
differences, Liu said China-US eco-
nomic and trade relations, which have
served as the ballast and propeller of
the overall bilateral relationship, con-
cern not only the well-being of the
peoples of the two countries, but also
world peace and prosperity.

The differences center first on the
tariffs, which Liu said are the genesis
of the trade dispute. “If both sides
want to reach an agreement, then all
(additional) tariffs must be eliminat-
ed,” Liu told reporters before flying
back to Beijing.

Liu was apparently referring to the
additional tariffs being imposed on
billions of dollars of Chinese goods
over the past few months.

Hours after the Chinese delegation
left town, US Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer announced Friday

evening that he was preparing to im-
pose additional tariffs on the remain-
ing approximate US$300 billion worth
of Chinese imports that haven’t al-
ready been targeted.

Liu reiterated that raising tariffs
harms China, the US and the whole
world. “If the US increases tariffs, we
must respond,” he said.

“We surely hope the US side will
adopt a restrained attitude, and the
Chinese side will also do, so as to avoid
an infinite upgrade.”

The vice-premier said China is firm-
ly opposed to the trade war, but the
country is fully prepared to fight one.
Still, for the interests of its own and US
people, and the whole world, China
will deal with the trade fight “with ut-
most rationality”, he said.

Asked how the latest tariffs could
affect the Chinese economy, Liu said
that despite the pressure, he was op-
timistic about China’s economy in the
longer term, adding that the economy
had entered an up-cycle after bottom-
ing out somewhat in 2018.

He said he believed the Chinese
economy would maintain the good
momentum of stable and healthy
growth, and the country has ample
room for fiscal and monetary policy
maneuvers.

China and the US now also have
differing views on the volumes of
trade purchases that China would
make, though an initial consensus
was reached between Chinese and US
leaders in Argentina nearly half a year
ago, Liu said.

“We think this is a serious issue that
could not be easily changed,” he add-
ed.

Chinese analysts have earlier said
the trade procurement targets should
be realistic and in line with real de-
mand, and Chinese consumers would
have options to buy from the US and
also from other markets.

The third difference is over how bal-
anced the text of the draft trade agree-
ment should be. “We know that every

:
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Vice-Premier Liu He talks to the media on Friday afternoon in Washington following the 11th round of China-US high-level economic
and trade consultations. The two sides agreed to continue negotiations in Beijing. (CHINA DAILY)

nation has its dignity, so the text ought
to be balanced,” Liu said.

Overall, the two sides are meeting
each other halfway in the draft text,
but there needs to be discussions on
some key issues, Liu said.

“We believe that these things are
major issues of principle. So every
country has important principles, and
we absolutely cannot make conces-
sions on such issues of principle,” the
vice-premier said.

Liu, however, added that he hoped
both sides would exhibit flexibility in
the talks.

He refuted the criticism of the US
side that China reneged on its prom-
ises in the draft trade text.

“We believe that it is only natural to

have changes before a final deal; it is
something that surely occurs in the
process, so we don’t think the Chinese
side has back-walked,” he said, adding
that he disagreed with the wording of
“renege”.

“We just had differing views on how
to phrase some things in the text, and
we hope to resolve it, so it’s unneces-
sary to overreact to the issue,” he said.

Liu said that at the level of trade rep-
resentatives, both sides have the sin-
cerity to solve the existing problems.

“The purpose decides everything,”
Liu said, in English. “China wants a
very equal and dignified deal, and
under this premise, a good, coopera-
tive deal,” he said. “I hope our US col-
leagues would understand this.”

Liu said he believed both sides have
a strong desire to reach a deal. “We
need to work hard together to surpass
the temporary difficult period of time,
and then we’ll have a bright future,” he
said.

Asked by China Daily how China
and the US could help world econom-
ic growth, whose prospects have been
already compromised by the escala-
tion of trade tensions between the two
countries, Liu said cooperation serves
the interests of the two sides and the
whole world, while conflict hurts both.

“We have tremendous common in-
terests and many common foes, only
through cooperation could we solve
these problems,” Liu said.

Xinhua
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Russia-Japan Council

of Governors to

discuss humanitarian

contacts, says

Russian senator
MOSCOW

THE issue of humanitarian coopera-
tion will dominate the agenda of the
Russian-Japanese Council of Governors
which is expected to be held today in
Moscow, Chairman of the Russian Fed-
eration Council’s (upper house) Foreign
Affairs Committee, Senator Konstantin
Kosachev said in an interview pub-
lished by the Parliamentary Newspaper
on Saturday.

“The discussion will focus on expan-
sion of humanitarian contacts, particu-
larly youth, educational, scientific, cul-
tural exchanges at the level of the two
countries’ regions. I am confident that
each Russian constituent entity, same
as each Japanese region, has something
to offer and to ask for, that is a two-way
road,” he noted.

Kosachev added that the meeting
would also dwell upon the subject of
regions’ authorities facilitating expan-
sion of cooperation in the real sector
of the economy. “We will separately
discuss the prospects of cooperation
in the field of small and medium-sized
enterprises of the two countries.

Another relevant issue is the devel-
opment of innovative economy, par-
ticularly digital technologies,” the sena-
tor said. Over the past couple of years,
economic cooperation between Mos-
cow and Tokyo has been based on a co-
operation plan offered by Shinzo Abe
at a meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Sochi on May 6, 2016.

The plan includes efforts to foster
relations between Japan and Russia in
the energy sector, small and medium-
sized businesses, the promotion of in-
dustrialization of the Far East, expan-
sion of the export base, as well as the
proposal to strengthen cooperation in
the cutting-edge technologies, includ-
ing nuclear energy, and the sphere of
humanitarian exchanges.

Giving babies mothers’ maiden names gains popularity in China Guterres: Political will to fight
climate change seems fading

YINCHUAN

IN China, newborn babies
traditionally take the surnames
of their fathers. But in recent
years, an increasing number of
people are choosing to use the
mother’s maiden name.

Each time Ren Ran intro-
duces his baby girl, he sees
the surprise on people’s faces.
However, he has never regretted
the decision to give his daughter
her mother’s surname instead of
his own.

“Before my wife gave birth a
year ago, her water broke too
early, and she had to receive
oxytocin,” Ren recalled. “She
suffered for an entire day in the
delivery room, and I could do
nothing.”

So Ren decided to give
their baby girl his wife’s sur-
name Ding as a way to show
gratitude.”Mothers are some
of the greatest people in the

granddaughter.”For thousands
of years, giving a child the
father’s surname has been the
status quo in many societies.
But as the values of gender

Ying, 33, has two children. Her
husband is surnamed Xu.

And just like Ren Ran, Xu
was born during the era of the
one-child policy. When their

world,” Ren said. “They spend
almost a whole year pregnant,
and they suffer during labor.”
Ren Ran was born in the
1980s, after China began to
adopt the family planning pol-
icy. Ren’s mother knows all too
well the pains and difficulties
of bearing and raising a baby,
so when she heard about Ren’s
decision, she was supportive.
“My mom has always been
quite open-minded, and she
believes names are just names,”
Ren said. “She said no matter
what surname I chose for my
girl, she would always love her

equality permeate societies, it is
more common in China to see

diverse name choices for babies.

China’s marriage law also allows
babies to bear the surnames of
either the father or mother.
However, changing centuries-
old traditions does not happen
overnight. In China, where val-
ues from patriarchal systems in
a traditionally male-dominated
society still prevails, many par-

ents give “compound surnames”

to their babies.

A compound surname
includes the surnames of both
the father and the motherWang

first child was born, the couple

decided to use a compound sur-
name, as they wanted to satisfy

Xu’s father’s wish to “pass on the

family name.”

The baby was eventually
surnamed Xuwang.When China
scrapped the one-child policy,
the couple had a second child.
The baby followed the surname
of Wang.”My father-in-law is
open-minded, and he decided

to give my surname to the baby,”

Wang recalled. “My father was
ecstatic.”

The baby was named Wang
Yitong. Yitong, meaning togeth-

er in Chinese, bears the com-
mon wish of the two families to
live amicably together forever,
Wang said.

In March, police in Shanghai
released a report about names
in the city.

According to the report, of
more than 90,000 newborns
last year, 8.8 percent took their
mother’s surnames, and 2.5 per-
cent bore compound surnames.

In Yinchuan, capital of
northwest China’s Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region, police
officer Guo Yanmiao said that of
the 439 newborn babies in his
district in 2018, three had com-
pound surnames, while nine
took the mother’s surname.

“When we handle baby regis-
trations, it is not uncommon to
see compound surnames these
days,” Guo said. “People are
becoming more open-minded,
and men and women are also
becoming more equal.”’But the
phenomenon has also courted
some CONtroversy.

On China’s famous Q&A
website Zhihu.com, supporters
of babies taking their mothers’
surnames say that the situation
highlights gender equality, while
many say traditional values
should not be broken.

“My baby having my surname
shows that women’s roles in
families are rising,” Wang Ying
said.”Whether a baby takes the
mother’s surname or not should
be a consensus among families,”
she added. “It should not be an
issue of conflict.” Xinhua

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres said yesterday
that the political will to fight
climate change seems to be fad-
ing at the same time as things
are getting worse for those feel-
ing the effects.

Guterres (pictured) made
the comments after arriving in
New Zealand, where he spoke
to media alongside Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern in Auck-
land. Guterres plans to spend
three days in New Zealand as
part of a trip to the South Pa-
cific to highlight the problems
of climate change.

In Christchurch, he will also
meet with Muslim leaders fol-
lowing the March 15 slaughter
of 51 worshippers by a gunman
who attacked two mosques

during Friday prayers.

the gunman livestreamed his
attack on Facebook.

Ardern this week plans to
travel to Paris, where she and
French President Emmanuel
Macron will host a meeting
seeking to eliminate such acts
from being shown online.

Guterres said countries were
not living up to their commit-
ments under the 2016 Paris
Agreement to keep the global
temperature rise to below 2 de-
grees Celsius above pre-indus-
trial levels.

“We are not on track to
achieve the objectives de-
fined in the Paris Agreement,”
Guterres said. “And the para-
dox is that as things are getting
worse on the ground, political
will seems to be fading.”

He commended Ardern on
last week introducing an am-
bitious bill that aims to make

New Zealand mostly carbon
neutral by 2050 while giving
some leeway to farmers. The
bill is expected to come to a fi-
nal vote in Parliament later this
year.

Guterres said Pacific Island
nations are on the front line of
climate change.

“We cannot allow for run-
away climate change,” he said.
“We need to protect the lives of
our people and we need to pro-
tect our planet.”

Guterres also plans to visit
the island nations of Fiji, Tuva-
lu and Vanuatu. In Fiji, he will
meet with leaders and senior
government officials from the
Pacific Islands Forum. His trip
comes ahead of the Climate
Action Summit that he plans to
convene in September in New
York.

Agencies

Guterres said he usually vis-
its a Muslim country during
the holy month of Ramadan
but this year decided to visit
Muslims in New Zealand as a
tribute to their courage and re-
silience after the attack.

He said he admired the soli-
darity New Zealand showed
after the attack, and praised
Ardern for helping implement
new gun control laws and for
urging other world leaders and
tech companies to find a way
to prevent acts of extremism
from being shown online, after

Latest arrest throws spotlight on Wahhabism in eastern Sri Lanka

KATTANKUDY

SRI LANKAN authorities
have arrested a Saudi-educated
scholar for what they claim are
links with Zahran Hashim, the
suspected ringleader of the Eas-
ter Sunday bombings, throwing
a spotlight on the rising influ-
ence of Salafi-Wahhabi Islam on
the island’s Muslims.

Mohamed Aliyar, 60, is the
founder of the Centre for Is-
lamic Guidance, which boasts a
mosque, a religious school and
alibrary in Zahran’s home-
town of Kattankudy, a Muslim-

dominated city on Sri Lanka’s
eastern shores.

“Information has been re-
vealed that the suspect arrested
had a close relationship with ...
Zahran and had been operating
financial transactions,” reads a
police statement late on Friday.

According to the statement,
Aliyar was “involved” with
training in the southern town
of Hambantota for the group of
suicide bombers who attacked
hotels and churches on Easter,
killing over 250 people.

A police spokesman declined
to provide details on the accusa-

tions.

Calls to Aliyar and his associ-
ates went unanswered. Reuters
was unable to find contact
details for a lawyer.

The government says Zah-
ran, a radical Tamil-speaking
preacher, was a leader of the
group.

Two Muslim community
sources in Kattankudy told
Reuters his hardline views
were partly shaped by ultra-
conservative Salafi-Wahhabi
texts that he picked up at the
Centre for Islamic Guidance’s
library around 2-3 years ago.

The sources are not affiliated
with the centre.

“I used to always run into
him at the centre, reading Saudi
journals and literature,” said
one of the sources.

During that time, Zahran
started criticizing the practice
of asking God for help, for in-
stance, arguing that such pleas
were an affront to pure Islam.

“That kind of teaching was
not in Sri Lanka in 2016, unless
you read it in Salafi literature,”
the source added, requesting
anonymity to avoid repercus-
sions in Kattankudy.

Salafism, a puritanical inter-
pretation of Islam that advo-
cates a return to the values of
the first three generations of
Muslims and is closely linked
to Wahhabism, has often been
criticized as the ideology of
radical Islamists worldwide.

Wahbhabi Islam has its roots
in Saudi Arabia and is backed
by its rulers, although Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
has committed the kingdom
to a more moderate form of
Islam.

Other than the fact that
Zahran visited the centre,

the sources in Kattankudy

said they did not know of any
personal ties between him and
Aliyar.

Aliyar founded the centre in
1990, a year after he graduated
from the Imam Muhammad
ibn Saud Islamic University in
Riyadh, in what one resident
said marked a key moment in
the spread of Salafi doctrine in
Kattankudy.

The centre was partly funded
by Saudi and Kuwaiti donors,
according to a plaque outside.

TROUBLEMAKER

Reuters spoke to three mem-
bers of the centre’s board be-
fore Aliyar’s arrest. They asked
to remain anonymous, citing
security concerns amid a back-
lash against some Muslims.

They said Zahran was a
troublemaker and that they
had warned authorities about
his extremist views.

The members said they
thought Zahran frequented the
library around a decade ago,
but had no recollection of him
visiting recently and denied
that any of its books were to
blame for his views. Agencies
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My World Pre-School chess team’s players (in yellow T-shirts) Asha Kondo, Sunday Manara and Candidate
Master Nurdin Hassuiji, take on Kamal Steel team'’s players (L-R) Hussein Ibrahim, Taher Hassuji and Mussa
Mangula, during one of the Chess League’s matches held in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF
TANZANIA CHESS ASSOCIATION

Warriors move to conference
finals despite missing Durant

HOUSTON

The Golden State Warriors still have plenty of
work to do if they hope to win their third straight
championship.

But after fending off the Houston Rockets on
Friday night without leading playoff scorer Kevin
Durant to advance to the Western Conference
finals, they did take a moment to celebrate the
accomplishment.

“It shows you how much respect we have for
Houston,” coach Steve Kerr said. “We just finished
the conference semifinals series. We're only
halfway home to where we want to be. And yet
the celebration in there felt like a much bigger
occasion and that’s because of the challenge that
this team put before us.”

Stephen Curry scored all of his 33 points in the
second half to lead the Warriors to a 118-113 win.

Klay Thompson added 27 points to help two-
time defending champion Golden State reach
the conference finals for a franchise-record
fifth straight year and eliminate Houston for the
fourth time in five seasons. The Warriors did it
with Durant sidelined by a calf injury sustained in
the second half of their Game 5 victory.

“We're all very happy, but now we’ve got to get
home and get some rest and prepare for the next
round,” Kerr said.

There won't be a lot of time to recuperate with
the conference finals starting on Tuesday night
in Oakland against the winner of the Denver-
Portland series. Kerr said he’d give his team the
weekend off after most of his key players logged
heavy minutes in this series in which each game
was decided by six points or fewer.

Though this team has had plenty of big victo-
ries as it won the NBA title in three of the last four
seasons, Kerr and many of his players acknowl-
edged that this win was pretty special.

“It’s one of the most satisfying victories we've
had during this run,” Kerr said.

Draymond Green said that downing the Rock-
ets again also meant a bit more since Houston

has said since losing to the Warriors in last year’s
conference finals that its main focus was beating
them this season.

“This one feels good ... just because it was
a team that said for years: ‘We’re built to beat
them,” Green said. “Then Kevin goes down and
no one gives us a chance. You take all those things
into account, this one feels amazing. If T said oth-
erwise, I'd be sitting here lying to you.”

Curry struggled early, failing to score in the first
half for the first time in 102 career playoff games,
and had just 10 points through three periods. But
he got going in the fourth, scoring 23 points.

There were questions entering the game about
how the Warriors would weather the loss of
Durant — and his more than 34 points a game. But
they didn’t seem to miss a beat, getting 21 from
Thompson in the first half before Curry closed it
in the fourth.

The team said on Thursday that Durant would
be re-evaluated next week and Kerr said after
the game that it was too early to know if he could
return at some point in the next series.

Though the Warriors were able to get past
the Rockets behind big nights from Curry and
Thompson, they know that their chances for
defending the title are much better with Durant
on the floor.

“I'm happy we won so we can get some rest
and get him healthy,” Thompson said. “Because
if we want to get this three-peat, we desperately
need him back. He’s our best player, so we dearly
miss him. We'll hold it down while he’s out but it’s
not the same.”

Curry finished out the series strong, but faced
criticism for most of it as he struggled with his
shot. He discussed the “noise” surrounding him
lately and how he never let it get to him.

“Iknow what I'm capable of and it’s bigger than
me,” he said. “T don’t get caught up in that. I don’t
need any extra motivation. I don’t need to hear
who I am as a player. I know that. My confidence
never wavers.”

AP

Coca-Cola introduces ‘Recycle and Win’
campaign in Copa UMISSETA Games

BY GUARDIAN REPORTER

OCA-Cola Company,

last weekend,

announced the launch

of a campaign, dubbed
‘Recycle & Win', which is designed
to ensure plastic collection in
respective schools participating
in the Copa Coca-Cola UMISSETA
games.

The behavioural change
campaign aims at encouraging all
students, not just amongst the par-
ticipating schools, to be involved in
the communities in which they live
and, in turn, influence the nation
to be more conscious of how they
dispose plastic waste.

Launching the campaign in Do-
doma, Minister in the President’s
Office, Regional Administration
and Local Government (TAMI-
SEMI), Suleiman Jafo, commended
Coca-Cola for coming up with the
campaign and said that it will en-
able students become responsible
members of the community by
taking good care of the environ-
ment.

“I have been informed that
through this initiative, Coca-Cola
seeks to empower secondary
schools to be part of protecting
our environment by collecting
plastic bottles,” he disclosed.

“I'was also told that the firm
would reward schools which
will collect the highest number
of plastic bottles per respective
region as well as refurbish a
football pitch for one school that
will emerge the overall winner of
the campaign.”

The minister pledged support
for the initiative and challenged
stakeholders, including secondary
school officials, to support the initi-

Minister in the President’s Office, Regional Administration and Local Government (TAMISEMI), Suleiman Jaffo,
shows his football skills during the launch of Copa Coca-Cola UMISSETA games in Dodoma last weekend. The
minister also launched the national Recycle and Win campaign designed to ensure plastic collection in schools that
are participating in the Copa Coca-Cola UMISSETA games. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

ative to ensure cleanliness within
their working environment.

He also challenged Coca-Cola
to continue coming up with such
solution-driven ideas in order to
promote a litter free environment
in all Tanzanian schools.

“The Recycle and Win’ cam-
paign is much more than simply
winning prizes for schools,” Haji
Mzee, Coca-Cola Kwanza Director
of Public Affairs and Communica-
tions, disclosed.

“Through the campaign, we’re
providing students, teachers
and administrators across the
country with an opportunity to
learn more about environmental

benefits of recycling, and inspire
others to take similar actions both
at home and in their communi-
ties.”

He said: “We look forward to
seeing our schools not just partici-
pate but benefit from this initia-
tive. In the spirit, we are open to
work or partner with interested
parties on this important initiative
to ensure that we keep our Tanza-
nian schools clean”.

“As part of the campaign, the
secondary schools students will
be educated and trained to cre-
ate awareness in society on the
importance of conserving our
environment through recycling.

In order to motivate participants
of this campaign, Coca-Cola is

set to give away various prizes;-
including the refurbishment of a
football pitch for a school that will
emerge the overall winner of this
initiative,” Mzee noted.

He added that other prizes
include one photocopy machine,
two projectors, 108 laptops, 11
desktop computers, 108 tablets, 12
watches, 1176 jerseys and 360 balls
to winners of different categories
in the campaign.

The campaign, which seeks to
bring about permanent behaviour
change, started on May 11 and will
reach climax in July.

TASWA FC set to face Rangers in Ndondo Cup 2019 opener

BY CORRESPONDENT RENATHA MSUN-
GU

TANZANIA Sports Writers
Association (TASWA) Football
Club, will start its campaign in
this year’s Ndondo Cup by lock-

Mwalimu Nyerere Primary School
ground in Dar es Salaam tomor-
TOW.

TASWA FC, which attends train-
ing once a week, will be participat-
ing in the tournament for the first
time. The side has been putin

Rangers, Ukwamani and Goba
Combine.

Majuto Omary, TASWA FC
chairman, noted they have had
better preparations for the duel
under coaches, Ibrahim Masoud
‘Maestro’ and Saidi Seif.

ing horns with Rangers at the

TASWA Football Club

Group D of the tournament with

He pointed out they are aware

they will encounter stiff opposition from
Rangers but the situation will hardly
prevent the former from coming out
with victory.

He promised his squad would excel in
all games in Group D, much as com-
petitiveness is a normal aspect in every
game.

“We are all in this tournament, we are
in great shape and we want to prove
sports reporters can also take part in
soccer,” he noted.

He further disclosed the Ndondo Cup
2019 reached a right decision in giving
TASWA FC opportunity to participate in
the event, which plays a crucial part in
the sport’s development in the country.

“I congratulate the competition’s
organizers for setting up such an excit-
ing tournament that also motivates the
sport’s development,” he added.

“The competition has groomed
plenty of talented youths that are lately
performing well in top competitions
domestically.”

“Other players that have as well come
from the event have landed opportunity
to go for trials in various clubs in Europe,
this is truly pleasing.”

He said they believe TASWA FC will
prove their worth in the competition
and some of the side’s players will im-
press top clubs in the country.

North and South Korean musicians perform together in China

SHANGHAI

A SOUTH Korean violinist and a North
Korean singer yesterday held a rare joint
performance they hope would help
bring the divided Koreas closer together
via music — especially at a time of emerg-
ing tensions amid deadlocked nuclear
diplomacy.

Violinist Won Hyung Joon and his
North Korean soprano partner, Kim
Song Mi, performed together at Shang-
hai Oriental Art Center with a Chinese
orchestra. Their concert came three
days after South Korea said North Korea
fired two suspected short-range missiles
toward the sea in the second such weap- 8

ons test in five days.

For both, it was their first concert
with a musician from the other side of
the Korean border, the world’s most
heavily fortified. They met several times
last year in Beijing and agreed on a joint
performance to help promote peace on
the Korean Peninsula.

As a duet, Kim sang Antonin Dvorak’s
“Songs My Mother Taught Me” while

South Korean Violinist Won Hyung Joon and his North Korean soprano partner, Kim
Song Mi perform at the Shanghai Oriental Arts Center in Shanghai on Sunday, May 12,
2019. Won, a South Korean, performed together with Kim, a North Korean, in a rare joint
performance they hope would help bring the divided Koreas closer together via music.
Their performance comes three days after North Korea fired two suspected short-range
missiles in the second such weapons test in five days.(AP Photo)

Won played the violin. Kim later sang
“Arirang,” a Korean traditional folk tune
beloved in both countries, while the
Shanghai City Symphony Orchestra

played the music.

“When I met her (Kim) for the first
time, I felt like I was reuniting with an
old friend who’s been on the same

wavelength with me,” Won said before
Sunday’s concert. “This performance
shouldn’t be the end ... and what’s impor-
tant now is what other dreams we can
have together.”

In a pre-concert written interview,
Kim also said she “heartily wishes”
that her songs would help bring back
reconciliation mood. “I'm nervous and
anxious about what inspiration the
audience would have and what reaction
North and South Korean compatriots
would show to our joint performance,”
she said.

North and South Korean musicians
performing together is extremely rare as
their governments don’t even allow their
citizens to exchange phone calls, letter
and emails without special approvals.
Last year saw an unusual wave of cross-
border exchanges after North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un abruptly entered
talks on the fate of his advancing nuclear
arsenal. A group of North Korean danc-
ers and singers performed in South
Korea during the Pyeongchang Winter

Olympics, before South Korean K-pop
stars flew to Pyongyang and sang in the
presence of Kim and his young wife Ri
Sol Ju. Both events were the first of their
kind in more than 10 years.

But such exchange programs are now
becoming a rarity again as North Korea
is resuming provocative weapons tests
in an apparent protest against the lack
of progress in nuclear negotiations with
the United States. Kim returned home
empty handed from his second summit
with President Donald Trump in Viet-
nam in February after Trump rebuffed
his calls for major sanctions relief in
return for his promise to conduct partial
disarmament measures. No publicly
known high-level meetings between
Pyongyang and Washington have since
been reported.

Sunday’s concert won't likely work as
a breakthrough in the stalled nuclear
diplomacy. But it could still “establish an
environment” that could make it easier
to improve ties between the Koreas, said
analyst Cho Han Bum at Seoul’s Korea

Institute for National Unification.
Inspired by the West-Eastern Divan
Orchestra founded in 1999 to bring
together Arab and Israeli musicians
together to promote mutual under-
standing, Won, 42, has been pushing for
the establishment of an inter-Korean
orchestra for nearly a decade. He’s con-
tacted both governments on numerous
occasions, and sometimes partnered
with renowned foreign maestros such as
Charles Dutoit and Christoph Poppen.
But his push for a Korean orchestra
performance has never been realized
and was often scrapped at the last
minute due to the delicate nature of
ties between the Koreas, which are still
technically at war because an armistice
that ended the 1950-53 has yet to be re-
placed with a peace treaty. Incidents that
helped spike his past plans included the
2015 mine blasts that maimed two South
Korean soldiers, and the 2011 tensions
touched off by annual South Korean-U.S.
military drills that North Koreas sees as
an invasion rehearsal.
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Alves: Blame Barcelona
for UCL woes, not Messi

PARIS

DANI Alves has questioned
Barcelona’s transfer policy and
defended Lionel Messi in an
interview with ESPN FC following

his former side’s Champions
League elimination at the hands of
Liverpool.

Under Pep Guardiola, Barca won
two Champions League titles in
three seasons with the core of their
players coming from the famed La
Masia academy. However, recently
they have favoured expensive
acquisitions over nurturing their
own talent.

And Paris Saint-Germain
defender Alves said he feels the
club have focused more on big-
name signings.

Asked whether Barcelona had
lost their style of play, Alves, 36,
told ESPN FC: “I agree with that
somewhat. When 1 see stories
about how Barca are now buying
players to market them, you can
sense that they are changing their
philosophy a bit. Barca were about
developing players.

“They didn’t change their style,
they signed players for specific
positions. Now the feeling is
they make too many moves on
the market. But I also think that
criticism is opportunistic. It’s easy
to lecture after elimination. You
know Barca still like to take care
of the ball and make good passes.
It doesn’t matter who comes in or
who leaves, that’s their identity.

“Their philosophy on the pitch
isn’t going to change. But it’s
changed a little when it comes
to the market. That happens in
football. If they would have won
the Treble, nobody would have
said anything. In the last 10, 11
years, Barca have won plenty of
league titles, something that Real
Madrid haven’t done, but people
defend [Real Madrid] because of
their success in the Champions
League.

“When Madrid are knocked out
[of the Champions League], it’s like:
‘Hey, they haven’t won the league
in so many years, but nobody talks
about that. So it sounds a little
opportunistic to analyse right after

elimination, against a really, really
good opponent such as Liverpool.”

Messi is leading the race to win
this year’s European Golden Shoe
and scored two goals as Barcelona
took a seemingly commanding 3-0
lead to Anfield for their Champions
League semifinal second leg.

However, he was criticised for
a disappointing performance in
the 4-0 defeat which saw them
eliminated. And Alves has come to
his former teammate’s defence --
labelling him the “one untouchable
in football.”

“After the first leg, he was out of
this world, an alien -- however you
want to say it,” he added. “But I still
think the one untouchable person
in football is Leo [Messi] because
of what he brings to the game.

“Even if things don’t turn out
well, Leo’s always fine. But this
is a team sport and everyone
has his responsibility. Cristiano
[Ronaldo], Leo and Neymar get
the cover when things go well for
their teams, but they also have to
be on the cover when things don’t
go well.

“They’re not going to write a
headline that says: ‘Eliminated’
with Dani on the cover. No, they
are part of it too. So for better or
for worse, they are the ones who
will be on the cover.

“When it comes to football, T
don’t think you can speak badly of
Messi.”

Sources have told ESPN FC that
Philippe Coutinho will be the first
casualty of Barcelona’s Champions
League elimination, and Alves
said his Brazil teammate needs to
understand what sets Barcelona
apart from other clubs in world
football in order to be a success at
Camp Nou.

“I think he has great quality, but
at Barca, you need more -- you
need to understand what Barca
are,” Alves said. “I think Countinho
is going through that process, but
people want immediate results.

“For some that is a very quick
process, not so much for others.
But you have to live through it.”

AGENCIES

Neymar doesn’t fit ‘profile’

for armband -

PARIS  Saint-Germain coach
Thomas Tuchel has declared that
Neymar is not of the “profile” to
captain the side after the Brazil
international scored one and
assisted another in the 2-1 win away
at Angers in Ligue 1 on Saturday.

Neymar, 27, playing in his final
PSG match of the season before
his three-game suspension for an
altercation with a spectator during
the Coupe de France final kicks in,
opened the scoring with a diving
header and teed up Angel Di Maria
for another headed effort.

Asked after the final whistle if
the South American has what it
takes to wear the PSG armband in
the future, Tuchel was frank in his
appraisal of the topic.

“No [on Neymar being a future
PSG captain], we have two captains
in Thiago Silva and Marquinhos --

PSG’s Tuchel

we will not be changing that,” said
the German. “For me, Neymar does
not have the profile to be a captain
with the armband.

“He is a technical leader through
his creativity, but he is not an
armband-wearing captain. It is not
necessary that he wears it and I do
not understand why everybody is
suddenly speaking about this.

“We must be respectful -- we have
Thiago and Marquinhos, who are
fantastic.”

After the match, Neymar took to
social media to say “until next time”
to Ligue 1 ahead of his ban.

Neymar was booed at times by
the Angers crowd, particularly
after a brilliant show of skill in the
second half, which home coach
Stephane Moulin confessed he
could not understand.

(AGENCIES)

Former FIFA boss Blatter says
money risks ruining the sport

VIENNA

SEPP Blatter, the former boss of
soccer’s world governing body FIFA
who was ousted during a corruption
scandal, has said money risks
ruining the sport.

FIFA’s Ethics Committee banned
Blatter, who led FIFA for 17 years,
from “all football activities” in 2015
after finding him guilty of unethical
conduct related to a global
corruption scandal which rocked
the organisation.

Switzerland’s attorney general is
still investigating cases of suspected
corruption involving FIFA, which is
based in Zurich, dating back to 2014
and Blatter’s presidency.

“People already pay a lot to get
into the stadium. Prices are getting

higher and higher, because clubs
need more money,” Blatter said in
an interview with Swiss newspaper
Schweiz am Wochenende published
on Saturday.

The 83-year-old added his belief
that viewer numbers are falling
this season in the French, Italian,
English, Spanish and German
leagues.

“That is a bad sign. Football must
remain accessible,” he said.

Blatter has told various media that
he plans to take legal action against
his successor Gianni Infantino over
damage done to his reputation
by the corruption scandal and
information FIFA made public
about payments to him that he says
was inaccurate.

REUTERS

After craziest week in UCL,

who will (an

BY MICHAEL COX, ESPN.COM WRITER

AFTER the most extraordinary
week in recent football memory, with
Liverpool completing an unthinkable
4-0 turnaround against Barcelona
and then Spurs shocking Ajax 3-2 in
Amsterdam the following day, predic-
tions for the Champions League final
on June 1 seem futile at this point.

So here’s a preview suggesting why
Liverpool and Tottenham will, and
won't, lift the trophy next month.

WHY LIVERPOOL WILL WIN

Ultimately, Liverpool are the bet-
ter side. They sit 24 points ahead of
Tottenham in the Premier League
table and have recorded a pair of 2-1
victories over Spurs -- in September
at Wembley, then in March back at
Anfield.

Jurgen Klopp can count upon the
most dynamic, ruthless front three
in Europe. The peculiar thing is that
this wasn’t a factor in the incredible
comeback against Barcelona: Rober-
to Firmino and Mohamed Salah were
out injured, and Sadio Mane was rela-
tively quiet by his standards. Firmino
will probably drop into deeper posi-
tions to find space away from Spurs’
centre-backs, and the threat should
come from the wider positions.

Salah was quiet in the first league
meeting, although his late header
forced Toby Alderweireld into an
unfortunate own goal in the return
at Anfield. The real key will be Mane
-- likely to be up against Kieran Trip-
pier, who has endured a hugely dis-
appointing campaign at right-back.

That’s the other area where Liver-
pool are clearly stronger: full-back.
Trent Alexander-Arnold has taken on
arole that is closer to playmaker than
right-back at times, and continually
fires incredible crosses into the box,
while on the opposite flank Andy
Robertson does something similar.
Spurs’ pairing of Trippier and Danny
Rose simply don’t exert the same lev-
el of influence.

WHY LIVERPOOL WON'T WIN

Klopp has a poor record in cup
finals. Since his Dortmund side
thrashed Bayern 5-2 to complete an
historic double back in 2012, Klopp
has lost all six major finals he has
competed in. He has lost the Cham-
pions League final twice, the German
Cup final twice, the Europa League
final and the League Cup final.

It’s important to put this in con-
text: In almost all of those contests,
Klopp’s side went into the final as
underdogs. There was no shame in
Dortmund losing to a Bayern side
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Jurgen Klopp

who had regularly poached their best
players, nor was it unexpected when
Real Madrid got the better of his
Liverpool side. Perhaps the Europa
League loss to Sevilla was the most
disappointing, but that was relatively
early in Klopp’s tenure at Liverpool,
and this is a very different side.

If there is a common cause, it’s
probably been fatigue. Klopp’s in-
sistence upon energetic, dynamic
football has often caused a drop-off
in the final stages of seasons, which
has sometimes manifested itself in
late defeats in finals. The 2013 Cham-
pions League final loss to Bayern is
the obvious example -- Dortmund’s
pressing meant they dominated the
start of both halves, then dropped off
dramatically.

But a few weeks of rest between the
final Premier League game and the
final in Madrid means this shouldn’t
be an issue. Besides, Liverpool are up
against a side who have looked more
fatigued than them in recent weeks.

WHY TOTTENHAM WILL WIN

The doubt over Tottenham this
season has been about whether they
can compete over a 55-game season
with such a limited squad. In the end,
they’'ve managed very well, effec-
tively confirming their place in the
Champions League next season via
the top four, while battling through
to the final itself.

There’s less doubt, though, over
Spurs’ ability to compete in a one-off

d won’t) win final?

Mauricio Pochettino

game, especially with two weeks’ rest
and time for Mauricio Pochettino to
devise a specific game plan on the
training pitch. With the likes of Mous-
sa Sissoko and Dele Alli nearer full fit-
ness, Tottenham are very much capa-
ble of matching Liverpool’s intensity
and pressing ability in the centre of
the pitch.

There’s also a suspicion that Harry
Kane, seemingly ruled out for the
season, could be fit to lead the line.
His ankle injury wasn’t bad enough to
prevent him sprinting onto the pitch
to celebrate after Spurs completed
their remarkable comeback against
Ajax on Wednesday night, and while
it’s difficult to read too much into a
tweet consistently solely of an emoji,
you suspect Kane wouldn’t have re-
sponded to the question if there was
no chance of him making the game.

For all Spurs’ excellence without
him, particularly in the semifinal
away leg at Manchester City, Kane
provides Spurs with a different op-
tion, the ability to come towards play
and whip the ball around the corner
to onrushing counter-attackers. He’s
also, clearly, a ruthless penalty box
No. 9 -- and, in that respect, some-
thing Liverpool don’t quite have.

WHY TOTTENHAM WON'T WIN

While Liverpool have a similar
starting XI to the side defeated last
season by Real Madrid, and offer
more experience of European com-
petition overall, this will be by far the

biggest game for almost every Totten-
ham player, with the arguable excep-
tion of Hugo Lloris, France’s World
Cup-winning captain last season. The
same is true for Pochettino, who has
minimal experience of showpiece oc-
casions like this.

The value of experience is
debatable, but it's also worth
considering Spurs’ reputation for
collapsing at key moments. The
fan bases here have very different
mentalities: Liverpool’s are generally
optimistic and talk about their
collective belief and the concept
of destiny, while Spurs’ have been
conditioned to expect the worst.

Perhaps it’s also worth considering
the number of fans at the Wanda
Metropolitano, too. It would be a
surprise if Spurs supporters weren’t
outnumbered by Liverpool fans --
their official allocations are equal,
but there will be plenty of “neutral”
tickets being exchanged for huge
prices, and Liverpool fans will
probably dominate by weight of
numbers.

Spurs also have more obvious areas
of weakness compared to Liverpool,
and the two-week break between
matches means Klopp will be study-
ing the videos of Pochettino’s side
and working out how best to expose
them. This is likely to mean a serious
test for Spurs in the full-back posi-
tions, particularly as Liverpool were
so effective down the flanks against
Barcelona.

Antonio Valencia’s Man

LONDON

ANTONIO Valencia is as renowned
for sentiment as he is for speaking
English, but romanticism has not
been lacking in his recent social me-
dia output. The Ecuadorian interna-
tional is about to leave Manchester
United and Sunday’s final game of
the season against relegated Cardiff
City will be the last that the club
plays with him on the books.

“I want to enjoy until the last mo-
ment with you Man United” was just
one example of the relationship-end-
ing tone set by the 33-year-old’s re-
cent posts and Valencia, who has not
played for United since a 2-0 win at
Newcastle on Jan. 2, is likely to have
the chance to say goodbye properly
this weekend.

History will remember Valencia as
a very good player -- “He’s a been a
fantastic servant to the club,” man-
ager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said on
Friday -- during the 10 years since he
arrived from Wigan Athletic.

He is the current squad’s longest-
serving player, with 338 appearances
and 25 goals, and ranks 47th on
United’s all-time list for games played.

Valencia was bought to replace
Cristiano Ronaldo, who left Old
Trafford for Real Madrid in 20009.
Initially, the man who supported
Boca Juniors and Ecuadorian side
Nacional as a child and idolised
Francesco Totti thought there was
a disciplinary issue when Wigan
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Antonio Valencia

manager Steve Bruce called him into
his office, only to discover United
were interested in him.

Sir Alex Ferguson told his new
signing that his job was to beat
players and cross to the forwards. It
was one trick, but it worked; Valencia
set up Wayne Rooney’s winner
in the League cup final as part of
an impressive debut campaign in
Manchester.

“I had a good first season (he was
named in the 2009-10 PFA team of

the year) and my family came to see
the final games when we beat Spurs
3-1 at Old Trafford,” Valencia once
told me. “A few weeks earlier, we beat
Bayern Munich 3-2.

It was one of my best games, a
really exciting match against one of
the best teams in the world. We'd
already knocked AC Milan out of
the [Champions League], we were
playing well but then we lost 2-1 in
Munich. We knew we had to play
well in Manchester and we did.
Unfortunately we went out on away
goals.”

As well as having to take the place
of Ronaldo, who won the Ballon d’Or
in his final year at United, Valencia
had to contend with an unsettled
right-back situation behind him.

“Unlike with previous partners
on the right where I had a 50/50
partnership, my legs had gone
playing behind Antonio,” Gary Neville
tole me. “Ronaldo said: ‘T attack, you
defend!” With Antonio, I needed him
to defend and attack for me and I sat
there hoping that he’s do that and
cover me. He was 90 percent and I
was 10 percent.”

Valencia broke his leg against
Rangers in September 2010, but
returned to play a role in his club’s
run to the following year’s Champions
League final, which he started vs.
Barcelona. In 2011-12, having signed
a new contract, his form saw him
named United’s player of the year
and players’ player of the year.

“I scored at Blackburn, one goal
I really liked because there were
so many of our supporters there,”
Valencia said. “It was close to 80
minutes when I scored, an important
goal and one we thought would help
us win the league. It was a shame we
didn’t win the league that year.”

Valencia started 24 league games
when United won the league in
Ferguson’s final season, 2012-13,
but endured mixed fortunes under
subsequent managers. He gave up
the No. 7 shirt after one season, then
struggled for form and fitness under
David Moyes and Louis van Gaal.

The arrival of Jose Mourinho in
2016, however, led to a turnaround
in Valencia’s form and a permanent
move to a new position. The newly-
established right-back made 43
appearances in all competitions,
starting League Cup and Europa
League final wins vs. Southampton
and Ajax respectively, and once again
won the club’s players’ player of the
year award. He also frequently wore
the captain’s armband.

“[Mourinho] told me that if I
concentrated then I'd play every
minute of every game,” Valencia told
me. “We talk tactics; we talk football.
We have a good understanding. I see
my future as a defender.”

The switch, one that Ashley Young
has since copied, was an almost-
immediate success and Valencia did
not find it too difficult.

(AGENCIES)
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Sensei Mikidadi Kilindo (L) and yellow belted Eliciana Katani
with the national flag after winning medails in the just ended
East and Central Africa Karate Championship held in Kampala,
Uganda. PHOTO: COURTESY OF JKA/ WORLD FEDERATION
TANZANIA

Tanzania’s karate
players win praise

By Guardian Reporter

JKA/World Federation-Tanzania has saluted two local
karate players for their triumph in the just ended East
and Central Africa Karate Championship took place in
Kampala, Uganda.

The two, sensei Mikidadi Kilindo, alias Ganchan,
and yellow belted Eliciana Katani, won gold and
silver medals respectively in the kata (demonstration)
competitions.

Kilindo won the first place in the men’s individual
kata while Katani won the second spot in the women’s
individual kata. Their categories had also involved
other participants from more than 10 countries from
the region.

Kilindo, who is also an Assistant Chief Instructor in
Tanzania, had previously won several regional titles,
having much experience in both kata and kumite
(fighting) skills. He has won the title five times in his
career.

Katani, who is an assistant JKA/World Federation
Tanzania Communication and Social Welfare manager,
has made her maiden appearance in the regional event,
being among role model female karate players in the
country and the rest of the region.

“We are glad to have won these two crucial medals, for
us and for the country” the duo said after they had been
awarded the medals in the Ugandan capital recently.

Nestory Fedeliko, an executive director of JKA/World
Federation-Tanzania, hailed the two for their triumph,
but called upon the government to support the fast
growing martial art sport, which has for years won the
country many medals at international level.

“Had we travelled to Kampala in a big group, I'm sure
we would have returned back home with plenty of
medals,” Fedeliko disclosed.

“This is because, we did that several times in the
past and Tanzania has multi-talented and energetic
karate players who stand chances of doing better in
international assignments whenever they get chances
to do so,” he noted.

“JKA/ World Federation Tanzania has several other
local and international events in its sporting calendar
of events, thus needs supports from government,
companies, institutions and individuals.”

The Tokyo’s 2020 Olympic Games, which will see
karate feature for the first time in history, are one of
the major events, which JKA/Tanzania intends to send
participants.

JKA World Federation-Tanzania, ccording to him,
is also expecting to host the Regional Gasshuku
Tournament from July 1-7 this year, whereby 15 countries
have confirmed to take part in.

They include Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Burundi,
Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Angola, Botswana,

Madagascar and South Africa.
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By Guardian Reporter

ANZANIA's omen

cricket squad has

ended its cam-

paign in the ICC
Women T20 Qualifiers, Africa
on a high, thrashing Rwanda
by 38 runs at the Old Harari-
ans Sports Club in Zimbabwe
last weekend.

It a third win in a row for
the Tanzania girls that had
also posted wins over Mo-
zambique and Nigeria in the
East Africans’ previous two
games.

Despite having downed
Rwanda, Tanzania has
missed out on qualification
for the competition’s final as
Zimbabwe made short work
of Nigeria to secure a place in
the final.

Tanzania girls’ chances
for qualification for the final
hinged on the squad’s em-
phatic win over Rwanda but
the former also had to pray
Zimbabwe succumb to defeat

Alaf Aces cricketers pose for picture shortly after participating in a recent game in this year’s DRCC Pro 10 tournament in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO;

COURTESY OF ACES CLUB

Alaf Aces cricketers hammer Patel Brotherhood in Pro 10 tourney

By Guardian Reporter

Tanzania wallops Rwanda in ICC Women T20 Qualifiers

Tanzania’s women cricket team celebrates claiming victory over Mozambique in this year’s ICC Women T20 Quailifiers,
Africain Zimbabwe last weekend.

to Nigeria.

In the match against Rwanda,
Tanzania girls won the toss,
elected to bat and notched 114
runs for six wickets in 20 overs.

Opening batter, Fatuma Om-
ary was again in great form as
she ended two runs short of
a half-century, with her score
consisting of six fours.

She was so far the one with
meaningful batting showing in
the innings with Nasra Nassor
posting 16 runs not out that in-
cluded three fours and Neema
Justin chipping in with 11 runs
that consisted of two fours.

Henriette Ishimwe was so far
the only player with significant
contribution with the ball for
Rwanda, taking two wickets in
three overs.

Needing 115 runs to win,
Rwanda girls gave their all in
the chase, their efforts though
ended in vain, given they man-
aged 76 runs for the loss of six
wickets in 20 overs.

Henriette scored a 14-ball 21
and fellow batters Alice Ikuzwe,
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Veronica Iriho and Antoinate
Uwimbabazi chipped in with 16
runs not out, 15 runs and 11 runs
not out respectively.

Perice Zakayo had the best
day with the ball, leading a
successful attempt by Tanzania
to foil Rwanda’s chase with two
wickets in four overs.

The competition’s final, which
was scheduled for yesterday,
was set to pit Namibia against
Zimbabwe.

Namibia had ended the Group
B of the qualifiers with a perfect
record of three wins in as many
matches to book a place in the
final.

The tournament hosts had an
equally good run, notching four
wins in four matches to stay
within reach of qualification
for the ICC Women T20 World
Qualifiers.

Tanzania girls, in the end,
settled for the second spot in
the Group A with three victories
and a loss.

The Africa regional qualifying
tournament for the ICC

Women’s T20 World Cup 2020,
which started on May 5, was set
to climax on Sunday.

The participating teams are
Zimbabwe, Kenya, Mozambique,
Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Sierra Leone, Tanzania and
Uganda.

The tournament is looking
to build on an excellent run
of African qualifying events
of late, after a dramatic U-19
tournament in Namibia, as well
as the rapidly approaching
Men’s T20 World Cup, Africa
Finals tournament in Uganda
later this month.

Uganda are the defending
champions for the women’s
tournament, having memorably
held off Zimbabwe in Windhoek
two years ago.

The hosts will be out to settle
that score, and also to do well in
front of their home supporters.

As women’s cricket continues
to flourish in Africa, it is
tournaments of this nature
that will ensure that the game
thrives even further, and this is

ALAF Aces cricketers have
stepped up their pursuit of
the trophy in the Division
D of the 2019 DRCC Pro 10
competition after cruising
to a 10-run win over Patel
Brotherhood at the Leaders
Club ground in Dar es Salaam,
recently.

Dar es Salaam Regional
Cricket Committee (DRCC)
has hosted the 10-over
formatted competition with
a view to raising the standard
of the sport at the domestic
level.

Alaf Aces have, therefore,
made it to the last four stage
of the competition, which
will be played after the holy
month of Ramadhan, as
noted by DRCC.

Patel Brotherhood won
the toss and put Alaf Aces
in to bat first and the latter
recorded 85 runs for the loss
of three wickets in 10 overs.

Unbeaten 35 runs
by Sallaudin Khan was
instrumental in Alaf Aces’
win, with the batsman
blasting a sixer and three
fours in what turned out to be
the best innings.

Khan's displays, in the
end, won him the man of the
match honour.

Skipper Sailesh Tripathi
recorded 17 runs not out and
Pramod Hedge and Shafii
Mwalami, who opened the
innings, notched 13 runs and
11 runs respectively.

Patel Brotherhood bowlers
Mandeep Sabharwal and
Riken Patel took a wicket
apiece for the squad, their
efforts however did little to
weaken Alaf Aces’ resolve.

Although Patel
Brotherhood played their
hearts out in the chase, they
ultimately managed 75 runs
for the loss of four wickets in
10 overs to suffer defeat.

Significant contribution

with the bat came from Patel
that registered 28 runs not
out, which consisted of a
four, and opener Hardik Patel
scored 23 runs.

Anas Mansuri and Ravi
Walan stood out of the rest of
Alaf Aces bowlers during the
squad’s turn with the ball, as
they took two wickets apiece

to successfully foil Patel
Brotherhood chase.
Mansuri took his two

wickets for eight runs in two
overs, had an economy rate
of 4.00, Ravi leaked 17 runs
in two overs and had an
economy rate of 8.50.

Alaf Aces, sponsored by
Alaf Limited, is a third string
side of Aces Club that, as well,
has two other squads, which
are battling it out in the DRCC
competitions.

The teams are Aces A,
which is taking part in the
Division A of this year’s DRCC
T20 league, and Aces B which
is competing in the Division B

of the same tournament.

Aces A have booked a place
in the last four stage of the
Division a of the DRCC T20
tournament and they will
confront Shree Kutchi Leva
Patel Club in the stage’s game.

In the Division B of the
Pro 10 tournament, Aces B
cricketers, led by skipper
Ejaz Aziz, have ended in the
fifth place out on nine teams,
which have participated in
the competition.

Aziz lately sits 21st in the
list of the competition’s top
run getters, having notched
43 runs in two innings, having
faced 44 balls.

He has an average of 21.50,
a strike rate of 9773 and in
his best day with the bat he
scored 23 runs.

Aces Club is also backed
by SBC, through Pepsi brand,
Supply  Africa Limited,
Afritrack, Sunkist Arusha and
TTT Worldwide Limited.
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thus an important week for the
region.

The group winners at the
end of the week will contest the
final, where the winner will seal
passage to the Global Qualifiers.

The competition’s champions
will secure a place in both
ICC Women’s T20 World Cup
Qualifiers 2019 and ICC Women’s
Cricket World Cup Qualifiers
2020.

Fifteen teams across two re-
gional tournaments are compet-
ing for top spot to continue their
journey to the ICC Women’s T20
World Cup 2020 and ICC Wom-
en’s Cricket World Cup 2021.

Six teams competing in East
Asia Pacific Qualifiers and nine
teams taking part in Africa Quali-
fiers as Road to Australia 2020
and New Zealand 2021 continues.

The ICC Women’s Qualifiers,
East Asia Pacific started on May 6
in Vanuatu where 15 T20 interna-
tionals are played in the five-day
tournament.

Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, PNG,
Samoa and Vanuatu are all two
steps away from the Australia T20
and New Zealand 50 over World
Cups, and will be fighting for top
spot to keep their hopes alive.

Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leona,
Tanzania, Uganda and hosts
Zimbabwe are battling it out in
ICC Women’s Qualifier Africa
from May 6 for the top spot to
continue their journey.

The five regional tournaments
act as a dual qualifier for the 27
teams in their pursuit for ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup Quali-
fiers places taking place in Scot-
land between 31 August and Sep-
tember 7 this year where they will
join Bangladesh, Ireland, Scot-
land and Thailand.

In the ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup Qualifier 2020 they
will join confirmed teams Bangla-
desh, Ireland and Thailand.

Bocco hails SportPesa
for hosting Sevilla
FC, Simba encounter

By Guardian Reporter

SIMBA Sports Club captain, John Bocco, has
said they will use the international friendly
match against the Spanish La Liga giants,
Sevilla FC, to showcase their talents.

Sevilla FC are expected to arrive in Tanzania
on May 21 and will two days later face domestic
soccer giants, Simba Sports Club, at the
National Stadium in Dar es Salaam from 7pm.

The tour of the Spanish La Liga giants has
been facilitated by leading betting firm in the
country, SportPesa Tanzania, in collaboration
with La Liga.

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) will
oversee the game.

Bocco said his teammates are now preparing
for the encounter and will use the opportunity
to demonstrate their potential against one of
football big guns in Europe.

He added that the May 23 match is a historic
game for both the country and Simba players
and he, as well, praised SportPesa Tanzania
for promoting and developing football in the
country.

“Apart from being our sponsors, SportPesa
Tanzania have so far shown their commitment
in promoting football in the country. They
deserve compliments and on behalf of Simba
SC players, we will make sure we win the
encounter,” the skipper disclosed.

According to Bocco, the match will continue
giving Simba players international exposure
after the tough assignments against such
African giants like TP Mazembe, Al Ahly, AS
Vita and others in this season’s CAF Champions
League.

“I call soccer fans in the country to attend the
match and make the National Stadium full. We
promise not to let them down in the encounter
although it will be the toughest duel,” he said.

Sevilla Fc players and official will also visit
some of tourist attractions in the country
apart from playing the match. The areas to be
visited by the Sevilla FC players and officials
would be announced after the completion of
the preparations.

Tanzania has so many tourist attractions,
which the club players and officials would like
to visit, but due to the time limit, they will have
to select few to inspire them.

Tanzania Football
collaboration with SportPesa has released
ticket pricing for the match, which is 15,000/-
for each of the VIP seats, 5,000/- for teach of
the general stands’ seats and 100,000/- for
each of the Platinum area’s seats.

Federation (TFF) in




