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Monday 16  September  2019

BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to ind out if government driven East African Community agreements and practices ease doing business across borders, East African Business Council and Trade Mark East Africa are conducting a public-private dialogue with trade facilitation agen-cies.
In a statement, the EABC said the PPDs focus is on the extent to which 

partner states are translating the EAC Common Market and Customs Union Protocols into policies that support the actualization of free movement of goods and people.
The EABC PPDs started last March at Namanga  one-stop border post  and was attended by oicials from Ministries of EAC Afairs, Immigra-tion, bureaus of standards, plant and animal health, sanitary and phytosan-itary, revenue authority, Police, cross 

EABC and  TMEA 
set on mission to 
conirm whether 
EAC’s agreements 
are pro-business

AUDITING 

border traders, transporters, exporters, import-ers, business leaders and women in business un-
der one roof. 

“Following EABC’s successful advocacy, the 

Tanzania Bureau of Standards, efective 12th September 2019, eliminated a long-outstanding standards related NTB on importation of Smirnof Ice Black from Kenya which had been denied entry into Tanzania  since March 2019,” said EABC’s CEO, Peter Mathuki.
Other achievements from the PPD is that the heads of Namanga OSBP from Kenya and Tanzania side jointly agreed to hold a good-will neighbourhood meeting to come up with a framework to facilitate small traders liv-ing at Namanga to access Bisil/Longido markets which are beyond gazetted area distances.

“This Public-Private Dialogue is an opportunity for the private sector to share successes, challenges, and concerns to intra–EAC trade, which can be resolved by the trade fa-cilitation agencies at Namanga OSBP,” Mathuki said.He noted the intra EAC trade is low at below 15 percent compared with other regional economic communities such as Southern Africa Development Community at 48 percent and the EU at 70 percent. Mathuki emphasized that EABC will raise recommenda-tions to the EAC heads of state and respective ministries to quickly resolve trade barriers and spur intra-EAC trade and investments. The Namanga OSBP channels 90 percent of trade between Kenya and Tanzania. In her remarks, Mary Ngechu who is a member of EABC Board of Directors, said in 2018, Kenya imported Tanzani-an products valued at U$175 million while exporting goods worth U$293 million.
TMEA’s Director for Business Environment, Allan Ngugi re-airmed the aid for trade organization’s commitment to support sustainable trade and urged for continuous engagement between public and private sector in a bid to facilitate trade and investments into the region and posi-tively impact livelihoods.

Among other obstacles to Tanzania –Kenya trade in-clude: numerous police checks for transit vehicles, short life span validity of temporary passports and issuance of temporary passports unavailable Namanga OSBP, lack of weighbridge at Namanga OSBP, language barriers, issu-ance of business passes to drivers instead of temporary passes and poor awareness of the EAC simpliied trade re-gime by small scale traders.

JOHANNESBURG 

WEDNESDAY marked a mile-stone in the battle to protect endangered species, when an international team of scientists announced they had successful-ly created two northern white rhino embryos.
The landmark achievement is a promising step towards pull-ing the white rhino back from the brink of extinction. It also highlights how technology is be-ing harnessed to protect wildlife - including eforts beyond the lab in places like South Africa.

More than 760 rhinos are killed annually in South Africa - including 421 slaughtered last year in Kruger National Park.
Gentle girafes threatened with ‘silent extinction’
In Kenya, as across Africa, populations of the world’s tall-est mammals are quietly, yet sharply, in decline. Girafe num-bers across the continent fell 40 percent between 1985 and 2015, to just under 100,000 animals, according to the best igures a...

In Kenya, as across Africa, populations of the world’s tall-
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Rhinos are killed for their horns, which are prized in tra-ditional Asian medicine and command high prices when poachers hawk them on black markets. But international trade in rhino parts is illegal. At one small, private reserve adjacent to Kruger National Park, rangers were losing hope four years ago after 70 of their rhinos fell prey to poachers.

“It was crisis management,” recalls David Powrie, the war-den of the 50 000-hectare re-serve. “We had tried everything. We’d even tried dyeing their horns.” Then high-tech execu-tive Bruce “Doc” Watson, who had vacationed at the reserve since 1999, ofered to help bol-ster the property’s IT defences.
“The reserve was remote, with basic IT infrastructure and access control, manual secu-rity processes, and very limited communication,” he told Al Ja-

zeera. In 2015, Watson, an ex-ecutive at Global Cisco Alliance, founded Connected Conserva-tion, a joint venture programme forged by Cisco and global IT company Dimension Data.
Working with park oi-cials, Connected Conserva-tion helped design and build a Reserve Area Network (RAN). It was supported by trackers placed on vehicles entering the reserve, sensors installed be-neath fences to detect guns and other metal objects, and wi-i to alert rangers instantly to poten-tial poachers so they could dis-patch a security response.

The digitised security infra-structure also allows staf to scan visitors’ passports and li-cence plates - and even check their backgrounds against a na-tional database of criminal re-cords. The technology has been a game-changer in the reserve’s war on poaching.
“In 2016, we’d cut poaching by 96% and reduced illegal en-try into the reserve by 67 per-cent,” Watson told Al Jazeera. “Between January 2017 and Au-gust 2019, we lost no rhinos.” In 

2018, Connected Conservation expanded into Mozambique, Zambia and Kenya.
But illegal wildlife traders have learned to use technol-ogy as well. Two rhinos on the reserve fell prey to poachers in August, underscoring the need to constantly create new solu-tions to tackle evolving threats against wildlife.

One step ahead
In conservation hotspots across the world, artiicial in-telligence, drones, and surveil-lance platforms are among the technologies that have become the latest line of defence against the $23bn global illegal wildlife trade, which claims the lives of 800 rhinos - along with 15 000 elephants and untold numbers 

of pangolins, impalas, bushpigs, warthogs and other animals - in Africa every year.
Only 25 000 rhinos, 415 Afri-can elephants, and dwindling numbers of other at-risk species survive on the continent in the wild today. 

“There is too much to protect, and too few people to protect it, so technology has become essential when addressing the global poaching crisis,” says Rohit Singh, head of the Zero Poaching initiative for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).
As conservation groups get smarter about technology, so do the poachers they are bat-tling to stop. Environmentalists say the fear of never being more than one step ahead is tangi-ble in their campaign to save animals hunted for their horns, tusks, pelts, scales or skin - or for capture as exotic pets.

“With illegal wildlife trade be-ing run by increasingly organ-ised crime syndicates, poachers already use technology and are often far better equipped than those protecting nature and wildlife,” says Singh.

“Smartphone and GPS track-ers are used to both locate wild-life and to avoid ranger patrols. But the beneits of technology in protecting our iconic wild-life and forests far outweigh the negatives.”
Innovating new solutions
Research indicates that tech innovations have already helped to curb poaching in Af-rica. Black and white rhinoceros - the continent’s two rhino spe-cies, classiied as endangered and threatened, respectively - have increased in population in recent years, reports WWF.

And the annual poaching mortality rate among elephants - classiied as vulnerable - de-clined from more than 10 per-cent in 2011 to less than four percent in 2017, report Univer-sity of York researchers.
A clutch of initiatives are churning out tech-enabled solu-tions to help bolster conserva-tion eforts. Wildbook, an on-line app by nonproit Wild Me, aims to replace physical tagging with photography to identify animals using their distinct pat-terning as a “ingerprint.”

Battle against wildlife poachers gets increasingly high-tech

LUGANO 

A GROUP of investors including the hedge fund founded by billionaire John Paulson said “signiicantly mis-managed” gold companies could un-lock $13 billion in value through merg-ers and cost cuts.
The Shareholders’ Gold Council of 18 investors including Egyptian bil-lionaire Naguib Sawiris’s La Mancha found that the median spending of senior gold producers is double that of mining companies that produce other metals, including Vale SA, the world’s largest iron ore producer.

“The inescapable conclusion of our analysis is that gold producers are sig-niicantly mismanaged from a G&A perspective and that gold company boards need to do a better job holding management teams to account,” the council said. The potential to create more value is highest among mid-tier miners which were found to be “most ineicient” in managing costs.
The investors are looking to boost shareholder value in gold mining com-panies to capture the beneits from the precious metal’s meteoric rise to a six-year high. In the three years through 

Wednesday, the VanEck Vectors Gold Miners ETF has risen less than 5%, trailing the 13% rally in bullion.
About $2.5 billion of the combined proits of 47 gold companies the coun-cil tracked were spent on salaries and costs of head oice management and boards, amounting to more than 10% of their aggregate market value, the council said in a report released Thurs-day.

No-premium mergers
The potential for cuts is greater among so-called mid-tier gold produc-ers, the report said. Their general and administrative spending amount to almost 13% of their earnings, according to the median of 23 miners reviewed in the report.

SGC urged the mid-tier companies to pursue no-premium mergers to cut duplicate corporate structures and achieve economies of scale. If the number of mid-tier companies were reduced by half, the council estimated that about $2.4 billion to $3.2 billion of value could potentially be unlocked.Of the 12 senior gold producers it cited, Polymetal International and Kinross Gold had the highest spend-ing — 17.5% and 11% of their earnings 

Gold investors see M&A and 
cost cuts unlocking U$13bn

EABC’s CEO, Peter Mathuki (In neck-tie), and other officials listen to an official from Namanga OSBP (L) when 

the delegation visited the area last week. Photo courtesy of EABC. 

INNOVATION 

Steve Gulick is a consultant and Chief Technology Officer at WildTech which 
uses TrailGuard to check against poaching. 

OPTIMISM 

One-kg bars of gold sit at the Valcambi SA gold refinery in Lugano, Switzerland.

before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortisation, respectively, the council said. In the case of mid-tier companies, the biggest expenditure was posted by Golden Star Resources at 33%, it said.“Kinross regularly undertakes cost reviews, and ear-lier this year, we streamlined our leadership structure, which the simple analysis fails to take into account,” a Kinross spokesman said in an emailed statement. “It is also worth highlighting that it is not an apples-

to-apples comparison, as the report’s simple analysis notes itself that diferent companies calculate G&A diferently.”
A spokesman for Polymetal said the miner didn’t immediately have enough information to be able to comment. Golden Star didn’t immediately respond to an email. “Gold mining is simpler than other types of mining, including because of the fact that gold doré bars can be transported at very low costs by plane,” 

the council said. “Copper and iron ore producers have complex selling arrangements for diferent concen-trates and blends as well as heavy trucking and rail needs to deliver inal products in bulk size, necessitat-ing higher G&A expenses.”
Other members of the council include John Hathaway, the general partner at Tocqueville Asset Management, and activist fund manager Livermore Partners.
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HARARE

THE body of Zimbabwe’s former 
president, Robert Mugabe, was yesterday 
kept in his birthplace, after a state funeral 
in the capital.

He will be buried at Heroes Acre here 
after his body remains at his birthplace 
for a while, to be returned here within a 
month,

At the funeral, African leaders hailed 
Mugabe as a liberation hero, while current 
Zimbabwean president Emmerson 
Mnangagwa said “our motherland is in 
tears.”

But most seats in the 60,000-capacity 
stadium were empty.

Many Zimbabweans said they would 
shun the ceremony because of the 
repression that marked Mugabe’s later 
rule.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

MINISTER for Finance and Planning Dr Philip 
Mpango has directed the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) 
to reign in microfinance institutions that charge 
“outrageous” rates on loans.

Speaking here at the weekend, the minister 
expressed concern that some  microfinance 
institutions that claim to offer financial services to 
people with low income were charging as interest 
rates above 30 percent.

He said the central bank should intervene and 
help save the public from the hands of those who 
are out to make big fortunes from the poor.

“I recently came across one institution that 
charges an interest rate of 32 percent on loans they 
give to people. This is outrageous and we cannot 

allow this,” he said, directing BoT to intervene.
Dr Mpango noted that the situation is mostly 

the same with commercial banks whose interest 
rates are similarly high too.

Officiating at a ceremony to hand over 203 title 
deeds to Hazina Savings and Credit Cooperative 
Society (SACCOS) members, the minister directed 
that savings and cooperative societies should not 
get into that trap.

Microfinance institutions are there to uplift 
people and not to exploit them, he asserted. “I 
would not like to hear that SACCOS are going the 
same way,” he said, stressing the need to have 
many people join the savings groups.

The minister praised Hazina SACCOS for the 
bold step aimed at helping its members get better 

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR government has improved the doctor-
patient ratio to 1:6435, from 1:8392 in 2017, making 
the island the highest in East African region as per 
World Health Organization (WHO) figures, whose 
recommended ratio for poor countries is 1:1,000.

Isles’ President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein (pictured)
revealed this over the weekend when speaking at 
a function to mark successes achieved since the 
establishment of the State University of Zanzibar 
(SUZA) 18 years ago. The public university’s main 
campus is located in Tunguu area—about 15km from 
the Stone Town.

Dr Shein said that since December last year, 
one doctor treats 6,435 patients, compared to one 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Row ends over Mugabe’s burial site, 
Ramaphosa booed at state funeral

Isles improves doctor-patient 
ratio, now leads in East Africa

doctor for 8,392 patients in 2017.  
The figure shows that Zanzibar with a 

population of 1.5million people has made a big 
improvement in that area as compared to other 
East African countries such Kenya  (1:16,0000), 
Uganda (1:11,000) and Tanzania (1:20,000) and 
Rwanda (1:16,046).

“To reach where we’re it wasn’t simple. We 
deployed a number of strategies including 
investing heavily in training medical specialists,” 
he said.

“We’re determined to meet the WHO 
recommendation on doctor-patient ratio and 
we’ll reach there,” the Isles leader declared.

“We’ve decided to transform the Zanzibar 

Govt suspends 
seven officials 
as 1.3 billion/- 
goes missing
A statement released by the Prime Minister’s Office 
said the levies were duly collected but instead of being 
banked as required, it was wired into private accounts 
of the staff

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa yesterday 
suspended seven officials in the Kilombero 
District Council and Ifakara Town Council in 
Morogoro Region over misappropriation of 
1.3bn/-.

The premier, who was on the second day of an 
official tour of the region, also ordered that the 
suspended officials return the money which was 
mobilized through council levies within three 
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days, before his visit comes to an end.
A statement released by the Prime Minister’s 

Office said the levies were duly collected but 
instead of being banked as required, the fund 
was wired into private accounts of the staff.

Among those who have been ordered to stay 
home is an executive director of one of the 
councils who is alleged to have pocketed 5m/- 
in public funds that was deposited in his bank 
account without explanation, the statement 

The country’s economy is in 
crisis, with soaring inflation and 
unemployment, and some blame this 
on the former leader.

 The big issue, however, that was 
virtually on everybody’s lips was ‘what 
next for Grace Mugabe?’

“We are happier now that he is gone. 
Why should I go to his funeral? I don’t 
have fuel,” a Harare resident told AFP. 
“We don’t want to hear anything about 
him anymore. He is the cause of our 
problems.”

Mugabe’s body will be viewed by the 
public in his rural hometown, Kutama, 
on Sunday, local media report.

Publicists expected to have the 
right sunshine, enthusiastic crowds, 
and a fond, emotional farewell to 
Robert Mugabe at the National Sports 
Stadium in Harare. That was true, but 
only up to a point.

As the coffin carrying Zimbabwe’s 
founding father was wheeled into 
the stadium, it was immediately and 
uncomfortably clear that only a few 
thousand members of the public had 
bothered to show up for this funeral 
service.

African leaders, past and present, 
filed into the stadium to applause, 
alongside veterans of the continent’s 

Mpango also noted that the 
situation is almost the same with 
some of the commercial banks in 
the country whose interest rates 
are high too

Former President Jakaya Kikwete (C) leads a five-kilometre march in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The organisers said the aim was to raise funds 
to support the treatment of children with heart problems attending the Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac Institute at the Muhimbili National Hospital 
premises in the city. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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noted.
“Morogoro Region has a chronic 

problem of misappropriation of public 
funds; money is collected but does not 
get to the banks—it ends up in people’s 
pockets. This is a problem and we won’t 
tolerate it,” he said.

Majaliwa became aware of the 
fraud circumstances though the 
report of the Controller and Auditor 
General (CAG) over the past two years 
where for Ifakara Town Council, the 
audit indicated that total collections 
amounted to 2.7bn/- but only 1.9bn/- 
was banked while the remainder was 
siphoned by the staff.

Another fraud was unveiled by a 
whistleblower within Ifakara Town 
Council whereby 348m/- was said 

to have been swindled. The money 
was wired into the account of various 
officials by a Ward Executive Officer, he 
said.

The premier directed unconditional 
reinstating of the head of Information 
and Communication Technology at 
the council who revealed the theft and 
who had been irregularly suspended, 
naming him as John Mvanga.

“You suspended him because he 
revealed what you did. I order that 
he returns to work and be accorded 
security,” the premier said while 
addressing the council staff.

At Kilombero District Council, the 
premier said a total of 600m/- could 
not be traced while 98.5m/- was wired 
to private bank accounts of the council 
staff. 

FROM PAGE 1

residences in the capital city, urging 
other credit cooperative unions to 
follow suit.

As a member of the SACCOS, the 
minister was also awarded a title deed 
for a plot. He expressed satisfaction 
on how the Dodoma City authority 
completed the land acquisition process 
rapidly.

He recalled how it took him six years 
to get a title deed for a plot in Dar es 
Salaam, saying “this is very encouraging 
and I thank the authority for making it 
in less than six months.”

He called on those who got the 

documents to develop their plots as 
per the requirements, noting that 
having the title deed itself is positive as 
it can be used as collateral in seeking 
out credit facilities.

On the same note, the minister 
warned of misappropriation of funds in 
SACCOS units, calling on the leadership 
of Hazina SACCOS to refrain from such 
conduct.

Dr Mpango (pictured) affirmed that 
there are people who once they get 
leadership positions all they do is to 
siphon money and run away.

Hazina SACCOS chairperson, Michael 
Mwaiteleko said while welcoming 
the guest of honour that the group 
acquired plots and issued title deed to 
members in different areas, including 
Dar es Salaam and Kibaha.

“Our target is to help members move 
from one step to the other, improving 
their welfare as well as working together 
to achieve development goals,” he said.

The current leadership at the 
SACCOS would no betray the members 
trust bestowed on it, he attested before 
the minister.
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health sector to deliver better 
healthcare services to our people. 
What we do is in line with the 2015-
2020 election campaign manifesto.”

He unveiled measures to increase the 
number of medical specialists as per 
WHO guidelines in the Indian Ocean 
archipelago as encouraging secondary 
school students to venture into science 
subjects, awarding and providing 
scholarships for best performers in 
their final exams so that they can ably 
study abroad.

Dr Shein noted that the  SUZA 
School of Health and Medical Science 
has been accredited by the Tanzania 
Commission for Universities (TCU). 
The university has been approved by 
the East African Community Medical 
Board to use the Mnazi Mmoja Referral 
Hospital to offer degrees in Doctor of 

Medicine (MD).
“To us this is an important milestone 

towards increasing the number of 
specialists in health sector to improve 
service delivery in the country’s health 
facilities,” he told the gathering.

In 2001, the university started with  
one campus and now it has eight, 
which are Vuga, Beit el Ras, Nkrumah, 
Benjamin Mkapa (Pemba), Tunguu, 
Maruhubi, Mbweni, Chwaka and 
Kizimbani.

The university started with one 
school, but it now has eight, and it 
also started with one institute but it 
now two and started. It then had no 
research centres but now it boasts two 
such facilities.

 “To us, this is a big achievement,” 
Dr Shein said, noting that SUZA started 
with two programmes with 71 students, 
but now 62 programmes with more 
than 4,000 students are being offered. 

He further revealed that the state-
run university plans to introduce 
Information and Communication 
Technologies, a school of oil and gas 
engineering, fisheries institute and 
maritime training courses.

“These courses are in line with our 
development endeavors including 
developing oil and gas sector in scaling 
up blue economy. This also will provide 
a room for students to have a wide 
range of choices,” he said.

He however tasked the SUZA 
academic management to provide 
enough room for teaching staff in 
different cadres to further their studies 
to meet the university’s demands. 

“We want to ensure that the 
university provides quality graduates, 
who can compete at the national and 
global levels.”

SUZA Vice Chancellor, Dr Zakia 
Mohamed Abubakar commended 

Dr Shein and his government for 
transforming the university in a drive 
to make it one of best in East Africa.

The newly appointed VC outlined 
some of the challenges, include lack of 
teaching and learning facilities such as 
modern laboratory facilities, experts, 
books, computers and projectors.

 “We’re in need of buildings for 
offices and lab as well, as funding is 
limited   for improving infrastructure 
and meeting other requirements,” she 
said.

The idea to introduce SUZA started 
in 1996, and was officially inaugurated 
in 2001 by the former President Dr 
Amani Abeid Karume. 

The university offers courses in 
education, health and medical sciences, 
natural and social sciences, Kiswahili 
and foreign languages, continuing and 
professional education, business and 
also features and Institute of Tourism.
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Isles improves doctor-patient ratio, now leads in East Africa

liberation struggles. Mnangagwa - the 
man who overthrew Mugabe two 
years ago - sat just two seats away from 
Mugabe’s widow, Grace.

The public tributes to Mugabe’s 
role as a liberation hero - paid by 
a succession of speakers including 
Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta - 
came in sharp contrast to the final 
words of the Mugabe family’s own 
representative, Walter Chidhakwa, 
whose voice cracked as he spoke of 
his uncle’s final years after he’d been 

removed from office.
“He was a sad man. A sad, sad, sad 

man. It was a hard and excruciating 
journey.”

It was a powerful reference to the 
clear tensions that still exist between 
the current government and the 
Mugabe family.

More than a dozen current and 
former African leaders attended the 
funeral, hailing Mugabe as a pan-
Africanist who had dedicated his life to 
the people of Zimbabwe.

Kenyatta said he was unwavering in 

his insistence that Africa’s problems 
demanded African solutions.

Later the crowds booed and jeered 
at South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa - which appeared to be a 
reaction to the xenophobic violence 
across South Africa in the last month.

He acknowledged the boos by saying 
“in the past two weeks, we as South 
Africans have been going through a 
challenging period. We have had acts 
of violence erupting in some parts of 
our country… This has led, as I can hear 
you’re responding to, to the deaths and 

injuries of a number of people.”
But he insisted: “We as South Africans 

are not xenophobic.”
The funeral follows a row between 

the Mugabe family and the government 
over his burial.

It has now been agreed that he will 
be buried in the National Heroes’ Acre 
monument in Harare, his family says.

Family spokesman and nephew 
Leo Mugabe says this should be in 
about a month, when the new shrine 
to Mugabe will be built at the existing 
Heroes’ Acre.
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Row ends over Mugabe’s burial site, Ramaphosa booed at state funeral

Govt suspends seven officials 
as 1.3 billion/- goes missing

Treasury: Microfinancing 
lending rates outrageous Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa addresses civil servants in Kilombero District yesterday as part of his official visit to Morogoro Region. Left is Morogoro regional 

commissioner Dr Steven Kebwe. Photo: PMO

By Guardian Correspondent, Kilosa

THE project to minimize the 
loss of rice crop during and after 
harvest known as rice postharvest 
management marketing (Ripoma) 
has benefited more than 15,000 rice 
farmers in 36 villages in Mvomero and 
Kilosa districts in Morogoro region.

The project is implemented by 
Helvetas Tanzania and has already 
constructed and renovated a total of 
six warehouses to store grains in the 
districts through assistance from EU 
to help small farmers increase value 
for their crops after fulfilling marketing 
conditions.

Speaking during the launching of the 
warehouses in Kilangali Ward, Kilosa 
district, Helvetas Tanzania assistant 
director Daniel Kalimbiya said the 
construction of the warehouses 
including the renovation of others has 
cost 508m/- of which EU contributed 
80 percent and Helvetas 20 per cent.

He said Ripoma project aims to do 
away with challenges confronting 
rice farmers in the two districts, 
such as dismal crop output from loss 
due to inadequate storage facilities, 
processing, challenges in accessing 
financing such as loans and lack of 
ready markets for their crops.

Kalimbiya said through the project 
farmers have received training on 
the best farming methods of the rice 

crop and hence they have been able 
to increase production from 8 to 40 
bags per acre, that saw their incomes 
increase.

On her part, the EU Representative 
Anna Costantini, said the project has 
been financed by taxes from people of 
EU countries and is aimed to improve 
the rice farming sector whilst the 
country advances to the industrial 
economy.

She said Ripoma project has aimed to 
assist small rice farmers including the 
women and youth to alleviate various 
economic challenges facing them.

A beneficiary of the project Bahati 
Dimoso from Dihombo Ward said 
through training he received on the 
best farming methods he has increased 
rice crop yield from 10 to 45 bags per 
acre which he stored in the newly built 
warehouses.

An official from food security 
division in the Ministry of Agriculture 
Sadati Makwaluzi said about 30 t0 40 
percent of food crops produced in the 
country is lost through lack of proper 
storage thereby adversely affecting 
farmers and the country as a whole. 

Speaking at the launching of the 
warehouses on behalf of Morogoro 
Regional Commissioner,   Kilosa 
District Commissioner Adam Mgoyi 
said the storage facilities for crops will 
help reduce the loss of rice  production 
in the country.

Ripoma  project benefits 15,000 rice
farmers in Kilosa, Mvomero districts

Education, Science, Technology and Vocational Training minister Prof Joyce Ndalichako (L) and Mwalimu Commercial Bank Plc CEO Richard Makungwa in jovial 
mood shortly after addressing a workshop for teachers dubbed ‘Amsha Amsha na Mwalimu Bank’ in Kasulu District, Kigoma Region, at the weekend. The bank 
organised the workshop primarily to impart to the teachers knowledge on the principles of financial education. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. Story on Page 4

KAMPALA

AT least three people were killed and 
18 others critically injured in a road 
accident involving a regional bus in 
the eastern district of Bugiri yesterday, 
police said here.

Anatoli Katungwesi, the Busoga 
East regional police commander 
said that the fatal accident occurred 
following a head-on collision 
between a Kenyan registered 
Modern Coast bus and a trailer at 

Nakawa village, along the Bugiri-
Kampala Highway.

The bus was traveling from the 
Kenyan coastal town of Mombasa to 
Burundi’s capital, Bujumbura.

“We are yet to confirm the 
nationalities of the deceased 
passengers. The bus moves from Kenya 
through Uganda to Burundi,” said 
Katungwesi.

The regional police commander said 
the accident was caused as a result of 
reckless driving.

3 killed, 18 injured in road 
accident in eastern Uganda
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By Getrude Mbago

TANZANIA Tourist Board (TTB) has 
unveiled  plans to intensively promote 
the country’s tourism potential and 
attractions in South Korea as part of 
the strategy to lure more visitors and 
enhance income collection in the 
sector.

Addressing reporters in Dar es 
Salaam during the weekend, Devota 
Mdachi TTB managing director said 
that promotion areas explored include 
South Korean TV channels, newspapers 
and online platforms.

According to her, the move will play a 
significant role in the country tourism 
growth as it will draw big number of 
tourists from the Asian continent.

TTB recently hosted two journalists 
from Haedan media and Korean 
Broadcasting System (KBS) who were 
in the country for a ten-day tour to 
witness Tanzania’s unique blend 
of scenery of wildlife and human 
culture.

The team visited Serengeti National 
Park, Ngorongoro Lake Natron and 
Manyara and Zanzibar Island.

“We invited them for briefing on the 
attractions the country is endowed 
and filmed special film which will be 
broadcasted through KBS and other 
media platforms,” Mdachi added.

The director further said that they 
will also use one of the famous South 
Korean online platform of Naver to 
market local tourism destinations to 
scoop large share of Chinese tourists 
planned to visit the continent.

“There is a number of markets that 
are yet to be fully exploited and South 
Korea is among them…So, we will make 
sure that through the tourist agents 
from those countries we promote and 
market well our attractions to enable 
them encourage and bring visitors 
when they go back in their countries,” 
she said.

She further added that during the 
forthcoming Swahili Expo (SITE) 
slated for October this year, TTB 

will bring a number of Korean key 
persons from South Korea including 
journalists, tour operators to 
participate in the event and visit 
some tourist attractions.

For his part, one of the visiting 
journalists Sanghoon Ryu said that they 
have been attracted with the numerous 
tourist attractions sites that Tanzania is 
endowed with and promised to market 
well the tourist potential in South 
Korea.

In January 2018, Tanzania opened 
its embassy in Seoul, laying the 
foundation for comprehensive and 
firsthand engagement with South 
Korea.The milestone event at the 
diplomatic mission in the Yongsan 
district was attended by a throng 
of guests, including former United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon, Tanzanian Foreign Minister 
Augustine Mahiga and Korean First 
Vice Foreign Minister Lim Sung-nam, 
as well as people from all walks of life 
and professionals.

By Correspondent Marc 

Nkwame in Arusha

TANZANIANS seem to 
be aspiring to become own 
landlords and in respect to 
this the Commercial Bank 
of Africa is developing 
special housing loaning 
schemes for low-income 
individuals to enable them 
build their own homes.

That was announced 
over the weekend during 
the recently held CBA 
customers’ day where 
the bank management 
met with their clients 
at Mount Meru Hotel 
here, to address the way 
forward regarding how the 
financial institution has so 
far performed and what 
the customers feel should 
be included in future 
service offerings. 

According to the 
Head of CBA personal 
banking, marketing and 
communications, Julius 

By Guardian Reporter

THE Prime Minister 
Kassim Majaliwa has 
said more than 46,000 
youth are earmarked for 
apprenticeship training in 
various skills through Don 
Bosco networks Tanzania, a 
private organization, in the 
coming financial year. 

Premier Majaliwa 
said   last Saturday as he 
officiated the launching 
of the training during the 
commemoration of 100 
years of the International 
Labour Organization at 
the Donbosco grounds in 
Dodoma.

He said: “The phase five 
government led by President 
John Magufuli has initiated 
a programme for building 
training capacity that aims 
to offer vocational training 
for the country’s youth of 
various levels of education 
from Std VII leavers to 
those completing university 
education.”

He said the training 
to be given includes 
apprenticeship in various 
skills that began in 2027 and 
32,786 youth graduated. He 
added that the second phase 
of the training involved 5,875 
youth as part of the ILO’s 
centenary celebrations.

He said notwithstanding 
the success achieved in 
the labour market and 
employment sector in the 
past 100 years, the issue 
of unemployment among 
the young people has been 
among many challenges 
facing the world, hence it 
needs sustainable strategies 
in the coming 100 years.

Majaliwa said among the 
causes that contribute to 
the unemployment problem 
in youth is the lack of the 
necessary training skills that 
would enable them to be self 
employed get employed in 
various economic sectors. 

The Minister of State in 

the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Policy, Employment and the 
Disabled) Jenista Mjagama 
said up to June 2019 a total of 
36,726 youth have benefited 
by the programme in 
increasing their skills that is 
financed by the government 
by 100 per cent.

She said out of those, 
6,455 benefited from 
apprenticeship training 
in various skills including 
sewing, carpentry, masonry, 
making of machinery 
spare parts, motor vehicle 
mechanics, electricity 
knowledge and shoemaking. 

Mhagama said training 
from skills achieved outside 
the official training system 
that had been officially 
recognized was given to 
10,443 youth in the fields of 
masonry, carpentry, motor 
vehicle, cookery and hotel 
services.

She also said on modern 
farming a total of 18,800 
youth benefited from the 
training whilst other 1,028 
received practical (field) 
training.

On his part the Project 
Coordinator of Don Bosco 
Tanzania, Rosemary Terry 
Njoki said the training 
programme had aimed 
at youths of 17 to 35 age 
group to get knowledge 
that would enable them get 
employment.

He said such training 
would enable the country to 
attain its goals in economic 
development from down 
upwards by 2025 since it 
would have increased the 
number of skilled workers 
who are much needed.

Earlier, the ILO Director 
of East Africa Region, 
Wellington Chibebe said the 
organisation has resolved 

Konyani, the financial 
institution has realized that 
most Tanzanians fall under 
the low income bracket but 
all of them usually aspire 
to have their own decent 
homes and avoid the hassle 
of being tenants.

 “That is why our bank has 
come up with the special 
housing loans to help people 
invest in modern homes; 
they can service their loans 
for up to 20 years’ series of 
instalments,” said Konyani 
adding that almost all 
Tanzanians can afford that. 

CBA seems to be taking 
over from where the former 
state-owned Tanzania 
Housing Bank (THB) left, 
when the latter closed down 
30 years ago. THB used to 
be a financial institution 

fully dedicated to real estate 
investments. 

The other thing which was 
discussed during the CBA 
event is the issue of other 
personal loans, where it was 
revealed that the bank has 
upped the amount from the 
previous 50m/- ceiling to the 
current 100m/- as per their 
customers’ demand. 

The Chief Executive Officer 
for the Commercial Bank of 
Africa, Gift Shoko who graced 
the occasion, revealed that 
CBA Customers’ Day is 
special meant to express 
gratitude to their clients.

 “It affirms the importance 
which our bank places on the 
customers and we are here to 
get their views on how they 
would like to be served; this 
is also a network platform 

where different customers 
can meet, share ideas and 
exchange information 
regarding their trade and 
business ventures,” added 
Mr Shoko. 

Prudence Kaijage, is one 
of the CBA customers that 
attended the event last 
Saturday night; “If anything 
all people in Tanzania focus 
in having own homes, some 
work for their entire life just 
to save enough to build a 
house,” he said.

“CBA also understands that 
when it comes to dealing with 
clients, they should take into 
consideration individuals’ 
requirements, positions and 
predicaments and usually 
advise accordingly upon 
securing loans,” stated 
Kaijage.

to fight for society’s rights 
that include the right for 
employment as recognized 
internationally. 

He said singe 1919, ILO 
is the only UN institution 
that has a trinity system 
that puts together workers, 

employers and government 
in 187 countries worldwide 
who are its members – in 
developing policies and put 
in place programmes that 
incite respect to people of 
all genders. 

After the launching of the 

ILO Centenary celebrations, 
Majaliwa participated in tree 
planting, whereby a total of 
200 trees were planted at 
Mtumba Government town, 
marking ILO 100 years of its 
existence and 100 coming 
years. 

PM Majaliwa happy with apprenticeship
training across Don Bosco’s institutions

Affordable housing loans rolled 
out to low-income Tanzanians

CBA also un-
derstands that 
when it comes 
to dealing 
with clients, 
they should 
take into con-
sideration 
individuals’ 
requirements, 
positions and 
predicaments 
and usually 
advise accord-
ingly upon se-
curing loans

TTB unveils strategies to promote the country’s
tourism potential and attractions in South Korea

Minerals 
minister Doto 
Biteko (L) 
and Energy 
minister 
Dr Medard 
Kalemani 
(in glasses) 
consult after 
visiting a 
mining site 
in Bukombe 
District, Geita 
Region, at 
the weekend. 
Photo: 
Correspondent 
Issa Mtuwa



4  Monday 16 September 2019

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Guardian Reporter, Kasulu

Education, Science and Technology 
minister Prof Joyce Ndalichako has 
advised teachers to save before 
spending if the educators are to 
improve their standard of living.

Addressing a financial literacy 
conference here organised by Mwalimu 
Commercial Bank Plc at the weekend, 
the minister said the common mistake 
people make that teachers should 
avoid is spending first then saving what 
remains.

Unfortunately, she went on, the 
needs and wants are limited compared 
to resources which are scarce; hence 
many fail to make any meaningful 
savings.

“I wound not like to see teachers 
getting into financial woes because of 
lack of financial literacy; continue with 
sensitization among teachers so that 
they deal only with banking procedures 

but not lack of information,” she said.
The minister added: “Because 

wants are unlimited, be consistent 
in your monthly savings from your 
salary, ensure that the amount goes to 
bank be be it 10,000 or 30,000; just 
bank it.”

Prof Ndalichako who is herself 
a trained teacher with Ph.D. in 
educational psychology challenged 
her fellow educators to embrace the 
teachers’ bank as its success depend 
on the high number of active account 
holders.

“Mwalimu Commercial Bank is 
our bank; as a shareholder, I take this 
opportunity to appeal to you to use this 
bank,” she said.

For his part, the bank’s Chief 

Executive Officer Richard Makungwa 
said the institution which has three 
years since it opened its doors is on a 
countrywide drive to sensitize teachers 
to use it.

“It’s my hope that this bank is poised 
to be very successful considering the 
big number of teachers in the country. 
I appeal to you to use your bank for all 
your financial needs because that is 
why the bank was established in the 
first place,” he appealed.

The conference which took place 
at Serengeti Hall brought together 
teachers from all districts in Kigoma 
region with the objective of sensitizing 
the educators on financial literacy and 
encouraging them to bank with the 
institution.

Dare not spend before saving,  
Ndalichako counsels teachers

NBC’s Zanzibar Branch manager Ramadhani Lesso (4th-R) hands over 8m/- worth of 140 corrugated iron roofing sheets 
and various other construction material to Unguja South regional commissioner Hassan Khatibu Hassan last. The bank’s 
donation was in support of the construction of Kizimkazi Primary School classrooms and teachers’ offices. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE leadership of the country’s 
umbrella trade union, TUCTA says it is 
in talks with the Government on how 
the new computation of workers social 
security funds benefits will be done 
after the period given by President 
John Magufuli to use the old system 
ends.

This was said at the weekend in 
Mbeya city by TUCTA president, 
Tumaini Nyamhokya at the general 
meeting of Tanzania Local Government 
Workers Union (TALGWU). 

Nyamhokya said earlier, after 
seeing the negative effects of the new 
computation, they started engaging 
the government in talks pleading that 
the new system to pay out 40 per cent 
instead of 25 per cent, and added that 
whilst the talks were going on President 
Magufuli said the old computation 
should continue to be applied. 

Nyamhokya said the President’s 
directive was for the new system 

to start in 2023, therefore what 
they (TUCTA) are doing is engaging 
government officials on the best way 
in the implementation of the new 
computation is to be applied.

He said: “We would like to see 
how best the new computation will 
be worked out after 2023 so that 
workers should not get a raw deal, or 
government policies affected.”

On his part the TALGWU Secretary 
for Mbeya Region Sunday Nzaligo, 
said notwithstanding the government 
go-ahead for workers’ promotions, 
still things are not at all right in the 
councils in the implementation of the 
government directives that are legally 
binding. 

He said there are still some District 
Executive Directors (DEDs) who have 
been transferring public servants 
from one work station to another 
without paying them their eligible dues 
contrary to public service regulations.

He said this practice discourages 
workers and asked the government to 

see this practice stop, and to ensure 
workers get their rights.

The Mbeya District Commissioner 
(DC) who also attended the meeting 
called upon public servants to work 
diligently whilst their complaints are 
looked into.

He said there are some public 
servants who complain all the time 
demanding their dues whilst they do 
not perform their duties as they should 
and hence called upon the labour 
unions to educate their members on 
this.

Earlier, while opening the meeting, 
the Mbeya Regional Commissioner 
Albert Chalamila called upon TALGWU 
members to elect responsible and 
faithful leaders who are hard workers 
and who will help the workers in the 
quest for their rights.

He said at the moment the Phase 
Five government continues to address 
workers concerns hence it was their 
responsibility to play their part to push 
forward the wheel of the economy.

We are in talks with govt on the new
security fund computation - TUCTA

By Beatrice Philemon

FORMER Chief  Justice Mohamed 
Chande Othman has called on legal 
practitioners to change and instead 
should think of operating at the 
international level. 

Othman made the call in Dar es 
Salaam over the weekend when 
speaking at the “Duty of Young Lawyers 
to Public and the Future of the Legal 
Profession” at the 29th Cohort Legal 
Gala.

He tasked legal professionals to be 
able to compete with their counterparts 
in the East Africa Community (EAC) 
countries and be ready to offering 
cross-border legal services as well as 
joining the cross border associations.

“The future lies in the Tanzanian 
legal profession being prepared to be 
more East Africa competitive rather 
than protective of its own national legal 
turf and pasture,” he said, adding:

He also called on young lawyers to 
respect legal system and who serve 

legal process because many lawyers in 
court they perform this duty as day to 
day work, we expect you will facilitate 
legal process.

“As young lawyers, your duty is to 
enhance integrity and honest of legal 
profession because right now there is 
moral decay and you are the ones to 
make collection,” he noted

“Also your responsibility is to shape 
human rights in Tanzania  because 
some of you, you will be employed as 
state attorney or legal officer within, 
Attorney General, Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP), in Commercial 
Banks, Business Centres, UN and other 
areas.”

Othman express thanks to Tanzania 
Human Rights Defenders Coalition 
for supporting this initiative so that 
young legal professionals can be aware 
on their duties and responsibilities to 
the Public and the Future of the Legal 
profession.

He said among the duties of 
young lawyers is the promotion and 

protection of the rule of law and basic 
rights, freedoms and duties.

 “I think that the legal profession 
and you as future entrants into 
the legal profession have an active 
responsibility of shaping the rule of 
law discourse in Tanzania. This calls 
on you to take interest and commit 
to the protection of the rule of law 
and fundamental human rights and 
freedoms,” he said.

“A young lawyer is a fit and proper 
person to be a human rights defender 
and to be active in public interest 
litigation. Engagement in public interest 
litigation is not ambulance chasing. 
Many of the leading constitutional 
cases in Tanzania are a product of 
public interest litigation.” 

Emphasizing on e-lawyer, he said: 
“Right now we live in a digital and highly 
networked age. Whether one likes it or 
not, the Legal profession should readily 
accommodate technology or risk being 
upset and disrupted by innovation and 
technology.”

Former CJ tasks legal professionals to compete with
their counterparts in the East Africa Community (EAC)
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By Guardian Correspondent, Geita

MINERS in the country have 
been called to play their part 
as the government has already 
executed its responsibility to 
them and to all other stakeholders 
in the mining sector.

That call was made by the 
Minister for Minerals, Doto Biteko 
last Saturday during the first day 
of his visit in Geita region as he 
was talking to artisanal miners at 
Katoro.

Whilst on his way to Bukombe, 
Biteko spoke to the miners and 
impressed upon them to pay 
government taxes and other dues 
as part of their responsibility in 
the mining sector and support 
the decisions of President John 
Magufuli who had listened to 
their cry on the multitude of taxes 
that were a nuisance to them and 
which the President removed. 

Biteko who is also the Member 
of Parliament of Bukombe was 

joined by thye Minister for Energy 
Dr Medard Kalemeni in the 
inspection of the implementation 
of the ruling party’s manifesto for 
the constituency regarding the 
distribution of electricity.

After listening to the wananchi’s 
problems about electric power, 
the duo also saw the slow pace of 
power distribution, the pace that 
necessitated the removal, on the 
spot, of Bukombe Tanesco District 
Manager for incompetence.

“Hon Kalemani today I have 
nothing much to say about your 
coming except to ask: when will 
the Bukombe resident see power 
light up in their homes? They 
have seen you in the media whilst 
in Kilimanjaro, Mara, Songea and 
Tanga regions officiating power 
in these areas, and today they are 
anxious to see you do the same 
here,” Biteko told Dr Kalemani 
amid applause from a huge crowd 
of people gathered.

Responding, Dr Kalemani 

praised Biteko for his huge and 
untiring service to his people and 
added: “I have come here twice 
and today it is the third time and 
I see your earlier directives have 
not been implemented and I have 
this to say – from this moment 
the Bukombe District Tanesco 
Manager is removed and call 
upon the Zonal Magager to have 
him allocated to another area and 
a new one brought here.

He further directed that the 
next day “a new transformer has 
to be fixed at the market shopping 
areas, and by December this year 
all the 72 villages in Bukombe 
district will get power.” 

In another development Dr 
Kalemani praised the Bukombe 
MP for donating 250 pieces of 
electric distribution boxes that 
cost 300,000/- each to be fixed in 
homes of at least one room and a 
verandah. 

Biteko is in official tour in Geita, 
Kilimanjaro and Kagera regions.

Tanzanian girl student named as one of six best candidates 
in examinations at the Latin American School of Medicine 

Minister calls upon miners to 
play their role fully by paying 
government taxes, other dues

Lazaro Julius (R) from the Education, Science, Technology and Vocational Training ministry exchanges greetings with Feza Schools board 
chairman Ismail Yilmaz during a one-day Science and Innovation competition jointly organised by Feza schools and the ministry. It was 
held in Dar es Salaam yesterday, with several schools taking part. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

A young Tanzanian female Irene 
Mageni has been awarded in Cuba after 
she emerged among six best graduates 
in the medical doctor examinations at 
the Latin American School of Medicine.

The girl who studied her secondary 
studies at Rugambwa Girls High School 
in Kagera region, is one of the young 
women who can dare to go against 
all odds when it comes to pursuing a 
dream.

Following the achievements, 
the Kagera based Rugambwa Girls 
Foundation (RGF) organised a special 

event to honour Mageni for the job well 
done.

During the examinations, Mageni 
emerged among six best students 
in performance from a total of 466 
students.

Speaking to this paper, Mageni 
expressed her gratitude to the Medical 
School saying that the performance 
now places her in good position as 

Cuba now recognizes her as a qualified 
doctor.

“This has been my dreams for many 
years, I thank God I have achieved it. I 
encourage my fellow young women to 
study hard and stand for their dreams 
until they achieve them,”

She also commended the 
government through the education 
ministry for giving her all the support 

to enable her fulfill her educational 
dream in the foreign land.

Mageni further said; “I know that I 
owe something for my country so I am 
going to put my skills and knowledge in 
good use, work hard to bring changes 
in the health sector.”

The young alumni said she is 
going to invest much of her efforts 
in educating the public to shun away 

from bad customs and traditional 
beliefs including sending patients to 
witchdoctors then hospital.

For her part, Dr Magdalena Ngaiza, 
one of the founder of Rugambwa Girls 
Foundation commended Mageni for 
her achievements urging her to prove 
her competence by serving the public.

According to her, after getting 
Mageni’s results, the foundation 

decided to organize a special event to 
congratulate her for the achievements 
and making Tanzania proud.

“We feel so proud witnessing our 
children performing well in abroad, 
Mageni is among many others who 
have done wonders whereby some of 
them have been employed in various 
sectors,” she added.

Dorothy Magesse, the mother of 
Mageni expressed her happiness for 
her child’s achievements.

She called on parents to invest in 
their children’s education by making 
sure they supervise and support them 
to achieve their dreams.
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) and Tanzania launched a new 
initiative  aimed at teaching children 
about the importance of managing 
forests sustainably in order to 
safeguard natural resources.

Funded by Germany, the three-year-
project will see selected local primary 
schools introduce forest education 
modules for children aged 9-12 on the 
vital relationships between forests and 
biodiversity, health, wellbeing, and the 
climate.

Education modules will be 
developed with local education and 
forestry experts based on interactive 

learning approaches, with lesson 
plans including outdoor activities to 
green spaces to teach children to value 
nature.

“Tanzania’s forests provide food and 
fuel for many, and also have a key role 
to play in combating climate change,” 
said Fred Kafeero, FAO Representative 
in Tanzania.

“When almost half of the population 
of Tanzania is under the age of 
15, it is critical to give children an 
understanding of how we can benefit 
from forests in a sustainable way while 
protecting the trees and woodland of 
the future.”

Forests and woodlands cover 52 
percent of Tanzania and are vital to the 
lives of rural populations, while over 

90 percent of urban and semi-urban 
households rely on charcoal for energy.

However, the overexploitation of 
forests and clearing land for agriculture 
have contributed to high deforestation 
and forest degradation, with the 
country losing around 1 percent of its 
forest cover each year.

The new children’s forest education 
project will add to important 
regulations, policies, acts and 
guidelines that Tanzania has been 
putting in place with the aim of 
ensuring the conservation and the 
sustainable use of its forests.

“The forest sector in Tanzania 
continues to play a significant role 
in human, cultural and economic 
development,” said Ezekiel 

Mwakalukwa,the director of the 
forestry and beekeeping division, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Tanzania. 

“This project can offset management 
and conservation challenges to 
help safeguard our deteriorating 
environment.”

At an inception workshop in Dar 
es Salaam this week, forestry and 
education experts will work with 
local teachers, national education 
authorities and other key stakeholders 
to ensure the local relevancy of the 
modules.

Tanzania is the first country to 
partner with FAO to roll out the $1 
million project, which will also be 
launched in the Philippines in a second 

phase in 2020.
At the end of the project, a 

publication will be developed to guide 
other countries interested in adapting 
the forest education modules for use in 
their own schools, drawing on lessons 
learned in both Tanzania and the 
Philippines.

“Education about forests around 
the world is often inadequate and 
does not address emerging issues, 
while rapid urbanization means 
populations are increasingly 
disconnected from nature and lack 
an understanding of forests and their 
many benefits,” said FAO Forestry 
Officer Maria De Cristofaro.

“At the same time, fewer young people 
are studying forestry at university 

or college, and even fewer primary 
and secondary schools include forest 
education in their curricula. Projects 
like this one can have a real impact on 
a global scale and will hopefully inspire 
young people to become foresters who 
can deal with the complex challenges 
facing the sector.”

Funded by Germany with over $1 
million, the three-year-project will 
develop forest education modules 
based on an interactive, experiential, 
forest-based learning approach, and 
will then make these materials available 
for further adaptation and use around 
the world via a dedicated website. The 
materials and lessons learned will be 
also disseminated during key forestry 
events. 

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Dodoma

TANZANIA civil society consortium on election 
observation (TACCEO) and policy forum (PF) have 
urged authorities to make sure that voting papers 
in the forthcoming civic elections consider the 
needs of people with disabilities (PWDs).

The election stakeholders want  the responsible 
minister to make sure that the voting papers 
and environment consider the all the needs that 
support the group such as blind people and any 
form of disabilititie.

Addressing reporters here  during the 
stakeholders’ evaluation meeting, TACCEO’s 
chairperson Martina Kabisama said “It’s a time 
now election observers and other officials to 
assist people with disabilities in election process 
since most of them like clippers fail to utilise their 
voting rights due to lack of support.”

She urged he permanent secretary at 
President’s Office, Regional Administration and 
Local Government to delegate power to election 
observers at district level to provide training on 
election issues

“Besides, after election the responsible 
minister should instruct all council authorities 
to report about election process, citing results 

and participation of different groups particularly 
youths, women and people with disabilities.”

For his part, Felician Lyimo among  one of the 
participants with albinism congratulated the 
government for receiving TACCEO and policy 
forum advice of ensuring that people with 
disabilities participate fully and without hurdles 
in the forthcoming elections.

Recently, the Minister of State, President’s Office, 
Regional Administration and Local Government, 
Selemani Jafo directed regional commissioners 
and administrative secretaries in the country 
to ensure the forthcoming civic elections are 
smoothly and peaceful conducted.

He wanted the officials to adhere to the country’s 
elections rules and regulations in running the polls 
allaying fears of some opposition political parties 
that that the 2019 elections will be free and fair. 
“This year’s election is going to be one of its kind 
as it is going to clear all the gaps and challenges 
occurred in the previous elections...this one has 
engaged all key stakeholders and political parties 
to ensure that it is free and fair,” he said.

Jafo highlighted some of the positions to be 
contested in the frothing November elections as 
Village/street chairperson as well as street and 
village committee members.

Authorities urged to involve people 
with disabilities in coming elections

Putting forests first: Tanzania, FAO inaugurate ‘green’ learning in classrooms

Dr Augustine Massawe, a senior paediatrician with Muhimbili National Hospital, addresses to Tigo employees in Dar es Salaam yesterday on 
ways to bring down the incidence of premature births under a training programme launched last month by the Dorris Mollel Foundation. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

PERTH

A new partnership between Murdoch 
University in Western Australia and 
the South African-based Kingdom 
Business Network (KBN) has taken a 
first step towards formation after a 
just-ended visit here for Africa Week by 
a delegation of five of its members.

KBN is a programme created and 
funded by the South-African diversified 
investment company, the Beryl Group, 
to inspire entrepreneurs to create and 
acquire sustainable wealth, enabling 
them resources and training to build 
and develop their communities and 
positively impact their generation.

Murdoch hosted KBN chief executive 
officer Joarina Matthys and four 
of its entrepreneurs to participate 
in a panel at the 9th Annual Africa 
Australia Research Forum and meet 
with Murdoch Alumni, members 
of the Perth African diaspora and 
entrepreneurial community.

KBN was founded ten years ago by 
Neverl and Beryl Kambasha and has a 
goal to empower 1,000 entrepreneurs 
across Africa by 2022.

“We are passionate about 
developing quality entrepreneurs 
who will have a positive impact 
on their communities,” Matthys 
said, adding: “After ten years of 
operation in South Africa we have 
made the decision to expand our 
reach to other parts of Africa and to 
seek partnerships within Australia, 
including with Murdoch.”

Murdoch University Africa Research 
Group chairman David Doepel said 
Murdoch was keen to understand 
what structures facilitated creative 
and innovative thinking and to harness 
the formidable African brain power 
globally.

“This is absolutely critical to Africa’s 
participation in the creation of the 4th 
Industrial revolution,” he said, adding: 
“Our digital interconnectedness holds 
great promise, but it only works if we 
have the human networks formed to 
leverage the digital ones.”

“We have been exploring how we can 
be more embedded with each other to 
ensure the success of this burgeoning 
phenomena on the continent,” Doepel 
explained, adding that there were 314 

tech hubs in Africa in 2016 but the 
number had grown to more than 618 
last year.

He said more than 50 per cent of 
those tech hubs have incubators with 
in-kind support for idea and early stage 
start-ups, developing innovations in 
agtech, healthtech and fintech focused 
on African solutions for African 
opportunities.

“Coming together to ensure the 
success of these entrepreneurs, and 
finding ways to straddle continents 
with ideas that lead to businesses that 
solve problems, exploit opportunities, 
create jobs and deliver inclusive 
growth, is the work we must support,” 
noted Doepel.

Matthys meanwhile said KBN could 
also provide a trusted partner for 
companies interested in investing 
in African companies or partners in 
Africa.

“A key role we play is developing 
and maintaining strategic partnerships 
to create a web of networks for 
entrepreneurs as well as for people 
looking for opportunities in South 
Africa and Africa generally.” she said.

Australia’s Murdoch varsity to support 
1,000 entrepreneurs in Africa by 2022

Dorah Monyo (L), NMB Bank’s senior manager for institutional banking, receives a certificate of appreciation in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday from the Chairperson an of the Association of Korean Community in Tanzania, Yum Yunhwa. The bank 
sponsored the annual event. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter

A Medical insurance com-
pany—AAR over the weekend 
offered a group wellness consul-
tation and free medical check-
ups to their brokers in Dar es 
Salaam as one way of strength-
ening their relationship.

The medical check-ups pro-
vided includes Blood Pressure, 
BMI ,sugar while providing well-
ness consultations on stress and 
finance management, hepatitis 
B and nutrition.

AAR sales and marketing 
manager Tabia Massudi ob-
served that most of the bro-
kers require knowledge on 
how to manage both their 
physical and mental health for 
the betterment of their life and 
business.

She said: “As key players in 
healthcare we believe it is our 
duty to provide our stakehold-

ers with information and medi-
cal assistance that will benefit 
both their physical and mental 
health”.

 “We recognise a great role 
our brokers play to the growth 
of AAR and we are obliged to 
keep them healthy that is why 
today we are spending half a 
day to conduct this exercise not 
only to sensitize them on regu-
lar checking their health  but 
also giving them guidance on 
mental health.” She added

One of the brokers  who re-
ceived both consultation and 
medical check-up from the 
health insurance Company , 
Doctor Sara Nyero  from ARIS 
broker expressed her gratitude 
and commend AAR for their 
Wellness services and initia-
tives.

“On behalf of all the brokers 
I would like to extend my ap-
preciations to AAR insurance 

for both consultation and  the 
medical services they have pro-
vided us with , we have learnt 
a lot with all the knowledge we 
have acquired  today it is very 
beneficial to our physical and 
mental health , I would also like 
to congratulate them for their 
initiatives of practically showing 
their care ,  I do believe this will 
as well strengthen our relation-
ship and hence be good ambas-
sadors for the wellness program 
services. “.

An effective program within 
AAR Insurance Tanzania that 
is designed for employees and 
their dependants in order to 
help them with psychological 
issues so that they can perform 
well at work and be productive 
with various   modes of services 
delivery  such as counseling, 
response to crisis, work place 
training and supervisory con-
sultation

OUAGADOUGOU

G5 Sahel heads of state 
have expressed commitment 
to fully supporting Desert to 
Power, an initiative led by 
the African Development 
Bank (AfDB).

They made the pledge at 
a summit on “harnessing 
solar energy for the socio-
economic development in 
the G5 Sahel countries held 
here on Friday.

The summit came on the 
heels of a high-level technical 
meeting attended by the 
region’s energy ministers, 
development partners 
including the World Bank, 
and regional institutions 
such as the West African 
Economic and Monetary 
Union and ECOWAS.

Former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, 
executive chairman of the 
Tony Blair Institute for 
Global Change, participated 
in the high-level meeting 
and endorsed the initiative.

Addressing journalists, G5 
Sahel President Christian 
Kabore of Burkina Faso 
urged the private sector to 
support the initiative and 
underscored the strategic 
and critical role of power 
provision in the Sahel 
region.

“The African 
Development Bank is our 
bank and the private sector 
must be involved in this 
important initiative for our 
countries,” Kabore said at 
a joint post-summit press 
conference hosted with 
African Development Bank 
Group president Akinwumi 
Adesina.

“I have no doubt that 
with technical leadership 
from the AfDB, we will 
be able to mobilise the 
necessary funds. Access 
to electricity is key for the 
economic development, 
prosperity and security of 
the G5 Sahel countries,” he 
added.

With the goal of Desert 
to Power being to propel 
the Sahelian economies 
to higher growth and 
prosperity, Adesina outlined 
the initiative’s ambitions 
of providing 10,000 MW of 
solar-generated electricity 
to 250 million people across 
the Sahel.

“The African Development 
Bank is fully ready to work 
with all partners to make this 
Baobab of Energy a success. 
Your strong political support 
and policies to make solar 
energy affordable across the 

Sahel will be critical,” said 
Adesina.

“Generations of people 
in the Sahel have waited 
for light for too long. 
Generations today and 
in the future can wait no 
longer! The time for action is 
now. The time for Desert to 
Power to provide electricity 
for all in the Sahel is now,” 
he urged.

G5 Sahel heads of state 
acknowledged that limited 
energy access and that 
dependence on fossil fuels 
underscored the necessity of 
an energy shift and the need 
to accelerate the economic 
development of the region 
and ensure its stability.

The priority areas for the 
G5 Sahel include expanded 
utility-scale solar generation 
capacity, extending and 
strengthening power 
transmission networks, 
accelerating electrification 
through decentralised 
energy solutions, 
revitalising national power 
utilities, and improving the 
business environment for 
increased private sector 
investments.

A joint Task Force and 
a coordination unit, to be 
hosted by AfDB, will be set 
up to improve legal and 
institutional frameworks 
to ensure that priority in 
energy provision is given to 
rural communities.

Donor and development 
partners were asked to help 
mobilise US$140 million 
for the initiatives project 
preparation phase.

Desert to Power has 
already galvanised huge 
political support at the 
global level, including 
during the recent G7 Summit 
in Biarritz, France.

The initiative covers 11 
countries: Burkina Faso, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, 
Sudan, Djibouti, Senegal 
and Chad and is in line with 
the 17 global Sustainable 
Development Goals, the 
Paris Climate Agreement 
and the Renewable Energy 
Initiative for Africa.

“If the Sahel is blessed 
with this super abundant 
natural resource, it simply 
means that God intended 
for us to have electricity,” 
said Adesina, adding: “100 
per cent through the sun. 
It is, therefore, time to turn 
the Sahel’s largest natural 
resource – the sun – into the 
most powerful driver of its 
growth and prosperity. That 
is why we are here.”

Dar medical insurance firm offers 
free medical checkups to brokers

G5 Sahel heads of 
state committed to 
supporting ‘Desert 
to power initiative’

A Dar es Salaam resident walks the talk on zero grazing as demanded by municipal council by-laws by carrying grass for the home-feeding of 
cattle, as found along the city’s Sam Nujoma Road yesterday. Photo: Selemani Mpochi
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M
ORE assistance has been 
announced by the World 
Bank towards the end 
of last week that it has 

approved USD450 million (over 1trn/-
) for the Tanzania Social Action Fund 
(TASAF) improved social safety nets 
which will benefit over five million 
people, mostly women. Obviously 
this timely replenishment of TASAF 
resources is a welcome move as 
eroding the level of poverty is still a 
major challenge, with modest progress 
noticed over two decades. It’s reality.

While World Bank reporting doesn’t 
always indicate that the sums involved 
are loans rather than grants, it remains 
a fact that the bank, by statute, does 
not offer grants in any situation, but 
by contrast its loans take decades to 
mature for payment. 

Again it places low charges in 
comparison with market rates, and 
when it comes to the International 
Development Association (IDA), its 
soft loan window, the charges are even 
smaller. So its loans are welcome, not a 
burden.

An IDA statement said that the money 
will be used towards improving food 
consumption and livelihoods, while 
increasing children’s primary school 
attendance and completion - aside from 
access to health care. The financing 
will also improve secondary school 
participation, as the mandatory fees 
were waived back in 2016, and parents 
only need to meet uniforms and other 
auxiliary requirements. Strengthening 
capacity boosts attendance, visibility.

World Bank resident economists 
laud the country’s earlier social safety 
net programme, basically financed by 
the bank, that it helped beneficiaries 
to save more money and obtain more 
assets. As a result, many had more food 
and access to better education and 

health care but plenty is still needed, 
implying that there is a sort of vicious 
cycle involved, if benefiting families 
quit the poverty line of stay there or 
wish to stay there. To use an adage that 
was popular during the 1990s, is TASAF 
providing fish or teaching the poor to 
fish?

Figures that the bank provides as to 
the state of the poor to manage their 
lives after years of intervention are 
sobering, even disheartening. Talking 
of the new financial input, it says it will 
be critical to improve the lives of many 
more people in need and overall raise 
the country’s human capital index, 
which is still very low at 0.40 – level of 
basic literacy, numeracy. This fosters 
poverty.

What the bank is actually doing in 
that regard or what it can promise in 
relation to wider impact, especially 
if one sought a time frame outlook, 
was at best unclear. Country director 
Bella Bird says the bank will continue 
to work with the government and 
engage with ordinary people and other 
stakeholders on the complex set of 
development issues facing the country 
and its people. Does it mean work 
within the set policies, or find answers 
for the challenges?

The first phase of the programme 
targeted over 10 percent of the 
country’s population, approximately 
650,000 households living under the 
food poverty line. Bank data shows 
that about 350,000 other households 
were at-risk of falling under that line, 
“because of a shock affecting their 
income.” Yet that is the case nearly 
everywhere especially in sub-Saharan 
Africa. If 30 to 40 percent of children 
under five years in SADC countries are 
chronically malnourished and stunted, 
how successful is the IDA programme? 
Do we have alternatives?

World Bank assistance to TASAF fills 
crucial gap, softening harsh realities

By  Salman Al Farisi   

A
S South Africa celebrates 
the silver jubilee of its 
freedom, Indonesia is 
delighted that this month 

also marks 25 years since we opened 
our embassy in the country. 

Indonesia and South Africa share 
an unshakeable bond forged on the 
battlefield of the struggle against 
oppression. We are proud of a 
partnership that fought the viciousness 
of slavery, colonialism and apartheid. 
Our histories became entwined when 
Dutch invaders seized both our lands 
and subjugated our peoples. At the time 
our independent entities in south-east 
Asia came to be named by the colonial 
power and its private companies as 
the Dutch East Indies centred around 
Batavia. 

The Dutch, of course, bizarrely 
named the land at the southern tip of 
Africa, the Cape of Good Hope. Both 
our peoples put up fierce resistance. 
That resistance was, however, stymied 
by superior European armaments. The 
flame of resistance continued to burn 
in the hearts of our people resulting 
in ongoing revolts in both our lands. 
Since the mid-17th century, Indonesian 
slaves at the Cape fought shoulder-to-
shoulder with other Asian and African 
slaves as well as the indigenous Khoi 
and San peoples. 

We remain grateful to the indigenous 
people of South Africa who embraced 
our brothers and sisters as their own, 
granting them succour in times of 
strife. Not only do we have a shared 
history of political struggle, but our 
bloodlines also merged with the rich 
diversity of the South African people, 
notably the community that has come 
to be known as Malay, in the Cape. 
Out of the adversity of slavery and 
colonialism came unintended yet 
positive consequences. Indonesian 
scholars, religious leaders, artists and 
royalty enslaved or imprisoned by 
the Dutch carried with them to the 
Cape the rich traditions of learning as 
well as the Islamic faith. Our history 
books record that in 1693 Sheikh Yusuf, 
from Makassar, was exiled to the Cape 
for his part in Banten Sultan Ageng 
Tirtayasa’s resistance to the Dutch 
invasion. A township of that name on 
the Cape Flats remains as homage to 
Sheikh Yusuf. The long-standing penal 
colony of Robben Island, as well as the 
mainland, are dotted with kramats that 
are a homage to this indelible shared 
history. Over the past century, scholars 
from both our countries and further 
abroad have demonstrated that the 

Afrikaans language is a product not of 
the Dutch colonisers, but the oppressed 
black peoples. We also take pride in 
the record of the Holy Qur’an having 
been written in Afrikaans long before 
it became an official language of South 
Africa. When the flames of anti-colonial 
resistance started to burn again in the 
early 20th century, Indonesian and 
South African revolutionaries were to 
again act in solidarity in the quest for 
our mutual freedoms. We participated 
in anti-imperialist conferences of 
various sorts in different parts of the 
world. The best-known of these in South 
Africa’s liberation history is, of course, 
the 1955 Bandung Conference hosted 
by President Sukarno. The 29 African 
and Asian countries, some of which 
had become independent by this time, 
represented 1.5 billion people or 54% 
of the world’s population at the time. 
While the conference was organised 
in partnership with fraternal nations, 
it was a deep honour and privilege for 
Indonesia to be the host. The Bandung 
Conference added fuel to the flame 
of revived resistance to colonial rule. 
Most of the countries represented 
in Bandung were soon to win their 
independence. The last of those was, 
of course, South Africa, which made 
the defeat of apartheid a bittersweet 
victory. As South Africa celebrates the 

silver jubilee of its freedom, Indonesia 
is delighted that this month also marks 
25 years since we opened our embassy 
in the country. South Africa opened its 
embassy in Jakarta in 1995 and we were 
pleased to receive Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo for the official inauguration 
of the mission there in 1997. No tribute 
to our firm diplomatic relations can 
go without reference to President 
Nelson Mandela. Our then president 
was pleasantly surprised when Madiba 
arrived in Jakarta in 1997 wearing a 
batik shirt. That came to be known 
as his signature garment, breaking 
with the colonial hangover of jackets 
and ties. We have reliably learnt from 
media reports that it was the South 
African designer Desré Buirski who 
was responsible for Madiba’s iconic 
silk batik apparel clothing which has 
come to be known universally as the 
Madiba shirt. It is also understood 
that the late Indonesian designer Iwan 
Tirta also designed shirts for Madiba. 
As Indonesians, we can only be proud 
that one of our national dresses has 
come to be so closely identified with 
one of our closest partners in the 
world community of nations. Bilateral 
relations between Indonesia and 
South Africa are on firm foundations 
and we co-operate in a large number 
of international treaties and councils. 

South Africa is Indonesia’s largest 
trading partner in Africa. We are 
especially keen for this relationship 
to grow. The spirit of Bandung 
was essentially about South-South 
partnership and trade. We believe there 
to be great complementarities in our 
economies. We remain keen to share 
scientific expertise and are encouraged 
by scholarly exchanges that have been 
taking place largely unprompted by our 
governments. While manufacturing is a 
large part of both our economies, we 
are keen to grow other sectors such as 
tourism, beneficiation of raw materials 
and green technologies. In this regard, 
it’s worth mentioning that we also have 
a comprehensive strategic partnership 
between Indonesia and South Africa. 
This was signed on 17 March 2008 by 
then president of Indonesia, Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono and former 
president Thabo Mbeki. We are 
confident going forward into the next 
25 years, that our political, trade and 
people-to-people diplomacy will serve 
to strengthen our formidable shared 
history and contribute to mutual 
prosperity. We congratulate the South 
African government and people on 
celebrating 25 years of freedom and 
democracy as well as the opportunity 
to be hosted in this remarkable country 
during the past quarter-century.  

Indonesia and South Africa: Struggle 
solidarity that seeks shared prosperity

Cheetah encounter spread fame, but 
can other parks get piece of the cake?

S
ERENGETI National park has 
lately obtained worldwide 
social media publicity ride as 
a lady tourist from the United 

States recounted her close encounter 
with a cheetah in the Serengeti. A news 
write up from New Jersey in the US 
said that a woman from Summit City 
in New Jersey “let out nervous gasps as 
she recorded a cheetah that climbed 
onto a jeep with passengers inside 
while she was on safari last month in 
the Serengeti National Park.”  Mixing 
excitement and dread, it was an iconic 
moment.

The video in question is an illustration 
of the parameters of modern day 
tourism where intense social media 
communication is immersed into the 
sort of experiences one gets in the 
jungle. That recital is likely to arouse 
a feeling of excitement among quite a 
few potential tourists, not necessarily 
to meet with a cheetah climbing the 
next jeep or two, but believing there 
is a possibility of closest encounters in 
the wild rather than watching in zoos. 
Like the US lady, many tourists wish to 
see fabled animal species at close range 
but with the proviso “Don’t come to us. 
Don’t come to us,” as Jennifer Shimek, 
the heroine in the video was more or 
less praying there.

The recital said Shimek shot the video 
last month while on vacation with her 
family in Tanzania, saying further that 
while most people would never want 
to get that close to an animal that has 
claws, fangs and can run faster than 
a sports car can accelerate, Shimek 
savored the encounter. An adult lady 
with grown up daughters, she said it 
was the best thing she ever saw. She 
retained the same combination of 

excitement and dread in her recital 
back home as in the video, ‘being pretty 
lucky and amazed that we saw it.’

The daughters showed more of 
excitement as to what their mother 
was relaying to them rather than the 
feelings they had about meeting the 
cheetah, though in the same convoy of 
tourist vehicles. Whether any tourist 
family caught up in a mixture of 
amazement and obvious danger would 
reproduce that same feeling is a matter 
of hypothesis or for psychologists to say 
since it is complicated, k but positive 
for tourism.

Recent reports were also affirming 
that Tanzania has now more listed 
national parks than Kenya and tops 
African countries in that regard. As 
a matter of fact Tanzania has always 
been tops in tourist attractions, 
whether it has slightly fewer or slightly 
more national parks than our nearest 
competitors, but the number of parks 
isn’t all there is in attracting tourists. 
That aspect is also picking up as often 
it relies on private connections with 
travel agencies and tour operators here 
and abroad, and not just publicity.

That is why this tale is nice to relay 
around as it shows the proximity with 
which tourists can come to specific 
animal species not cordoned off in zoos 
but roaming about.  

That is scaring to timid souls as it was 
genuinely so for the US lady but then 
it also kindles that sense of adventure 
built in with tourism as such, the 
limitation being that only one part of 
the vast range of tourist attractions 
is covered. It has the bulk of tourists 
coming to Destination Tanzania; there 
is little that can be done to balance 
visitations.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno LP Marsudi (L) hands an official invitation for the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 
leaders’ summit to former South African President Jacob Zuma (C) in Cape Town earlier this month.
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An on-going task.   President John Magufuli addresses distirict administrative secretaries and division officers at the State House in Dar es Salaam earlier this year, telling them to work with confidence to 
assist in the  running of the country.    Recently, he did likewise, meeting with various commissioners and officials with the same message, of keeping the nation safe and prosperous, under their good leader-
ship.  Photo:  State House. 

  Having the right mindset over Bongo-land bureaucracy…Let’s take action!

 Trend of economic globalisation unstoppable

J
AMBO for the week, and though 
we don’t want any tax blah blah 
today, in the column last week 
I missed out on saying that re-

cently Christine Lagarde the outgoing 
Managing Director of the Internation-
al Monetary Fund said that develop-
ing countries need a ‘seat at the table’ 
to help design rules governing inter-
national corporate taxation.   Correct.

…she could have said this long ago 
of course, but at least it’s acknowl-
edge that such nations can lose ap-
proximately USD 200 billion in po-
tential tax revenue yearly, which is 
about 1.3 % of their GDP,  due to com-
panies shifting their profits to low-
tax locations.    What a pity the Field 
Force Unit in their frightening Ninja 
style uniforms … can’t be let loose on 
such  greedy businesses  and bring 
them to book…..but not in the stylish  
outfits we suggested last week, if they 
diversify their function, and help do a 
little light snooping for the TRA…but 
politely!

                                                                    
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Well, if failure to pay even your 
small time taxes can be hazardous, 
since it’s the little guys who get penal-
ised, then what about other aspects 
of life in Bongo land (….yes, I did say I 
wouldn’t use this demeaning descrip-
tion, but sometimes it’s appropriate)…
and as I’m debating this, I’m reading  
a recent media headline of “JPM tells 
ward executives-government efforts 
rely on them.”   

…this referred to  Dr.Magufuli  meet-
ing with various commissioners, and 
other officials, as he called on ward 
executive officers from across the 
country, saying that theirs was the 
broad task of keeping the nation safe 
and prosperous, since they’re close to 
the people at grass roots level”.     But 
apart from applauding them, he said 
they should refrain from unethical 
practices, and was aware that some 
local leaders were not ethical.  

Finally, he told them to report any 
public figures threatening peace in 
the area, including “those fighting in 
bars”, and said that top government 
officials must stop harassing ward ex-
ecutive officers just because of their 
positions.

but... ‘’because of their positions’’….
well,  this is confusing, as it seems that 
sometimes the ‘top big guys’, might 
annoy the ‘top little guys’….but given 
the class distinctions represented by 
all those titles of RCSs…DCs…RASs…
DEDs… it must get rather complex. 

Anyway, whether ‘big little guys’, or  
the ‘little big guys’, we’ve recently had 
a spate of those in trusted positions 
behaving very badly indeed, and in-
dulging in a wide range of criminal or 
anti social behaviour, as reported in 
the press.

But those are random offences, 
what about the ongoing performance 
of public servants who are mandated 
to assist in the peaceful running of the 
country, especially the WEOs …and of 
whom  Dr. Magufuli said  “…as field of-
ficers, they should have the people’s 
problems as their top priority”.

…but I plucked a news cutting from 
my notice board of a few years ago, 
where priority seems non existent.

T
HE US has always been the 
largest beneficiary of eco-
nomic globalization in the 
world. As a core stakeholder 

in the second and third technologi-
cal and industrial revolutions, it has-
gained huge profits because of its ad-
vantages as the first comer.

The US rose to the top spot of the 
world regarding industrial output in 
1894, and took a grasp of nearly half of 
the world’s gold reserve 30 years later, 
thanks to which it greatly raised its 
global financial influence.

The dollar supremacy formed after 
the World War II not only brought the 
US constant economic benefits, but 
also became a tool for the country to 
transfer crisis.

“Rejecting globalization,” an Ameri-
can journalist wrote years ago, “was 
like rejecting the sunrise.” But today’s 
US is pointing its gun at the world by 
increasing trade barriers, ignoring the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), and 
challenging the free trade rules.

Vice President of the US Mike Pence 
claimed in a recent speech that “we 
will demand that Beijing break down 
its trade barriers, fulfill its obligations, 
fully open its economy — just as we 
have opened ours”.

But the Vice President, on the other 
hand, talked at length the trade protec-
tionism adopted by the US, claiming 
that the US has recently strengthened 
CFIUS --the Committee on Foreign In-
vestment in the US-- heightening the 
country’s scrutiny of Chinese invest-
ment in America.

Any logic? The speech was self-con-
tradictory.

The US certainly knows the benefits 
of free trade, and is aware that eco-
nomic globalization cannot be real-
ized without China’s participation.

When the subprime mortgage cri-
sis broke out in the US in 2007, which 
was later upgraded to an international 

financial crisis, the US changed its ar-
rogant attitude and found China for 
negotiation, proposing to initiate the 
G20 summit for countermeasures.

Facts proved that emerging econo-
mies and developing countries have 
made remarkable contribution to the 
recovery of world economy. The US, 
relying on this platform, also started 
to resume vigor soon and secured a 
more than 2 percent economic growth 
on average between 2010 and 2017.

But the US kicked down the ladder 
immediately after the recovery. When 
it was facing difficulties, it shared the 
woes with its trading partners and en-
joyed the benefits of economic globali-
zation and free trade, but when it saw 
a sign of pick-up, it put on a cold face 
and accused the others of damaging 
free trade.

Behind such practice was the he-
gemony and selfishness of the US, 
which was revealed by the so-called 

“America first” policy. The “America first”, in simple explanation, is 
the US will do whatever it wants to do. It will strike down its competi-
tors with any possible means including trade. 

The victims of the US hegemony include the Soviet Union in the 
Cold War, the US ally, Japan in the 1980s and 1990s, as well as today’s 
European Union, Canada, Mexico and Turkey.

Of course, it is not the first time for the US to turn hostile to a part-
ner.

The US economy was prosperous after the World War I, with its 
average annual economic growth amounting to nearly 4 percent be-
tween 1923 and 1929. Its industrial production accounted for 48.5 per-
cent in capitalist countries.

However, the imported goods became a scapegoat for the dull 
sale of the US exports. In 1930, Washington increased tariffs on over 
20,000 imported goods by introducing the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act.

The average tariff rate rose to 59.1 percent in 1932 from 40.1 percent 
in 1929, but the US exports fell to $1.65 billion from $5.2 billion. As a 
result, the global trade volume largely shrank to $12 billion from $36 
billion.

Back to then, the great depression it hardly got rid of and retali-
ation from other countries against the US further intensified global 
political and economic crisis. In the end, the US had to return to free 
trade after the new policies issued by the then US President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.

At present, the US has turned from an advocator into a destroyer 
of economic globalization, mainly because it believes that its global 
monopoly and super-normal profit cannot be secured in the current 
globalization. The ongoing moves of the US are a copy of what it did in 
the 1930s, and will certainly exertnegative impacts on global political 
and economic security.

US politicians accused China of conducting “plundering economy”, 
saying China has adopted numerous unfair policies and practices and 
the US is at a disadvantage in its trade with China. Such remarks are 
nothing but ridiculous.

China’s imports of commodities grew by 13.5 percent each year on 
average from 2001 to 2017, twice the growth of the global average. In 
2017, China has grown into the world’s largest exporter of goods, the 
second largest receiver of capital inflow, and the third largest source 
of foreign investment.

At present, China is the largest trading partner of more than 120 
countries, among which the top 15 absorbed nearly 70 percent of its 
total export volume, and 8 countries and regions maintain a trade 
surplus with China. 

In addition, a great many developing countries in Asia, Latin Amer-
ica and Africa also maintain a trade surplus with China. 

Why so many countries and regions are willing to conduct business 
with China if China truly has adopted the so-called “plundering econ-
omy” against its trading partners? How could most of the countries 
and regions maintain a trade surplus with China if the latter’s trade 
was really predatory?

Besides, the argument that China is taking advantage of the US in 
their trade relations cannot hold water either.

The two-way trade between the two countries experienced a sharp 
rise after China joined the WTO. The sales volume of US enterprises in 
China was only $45 billion in 2001, but soared to $600 billion in 2016.

Thanks to China’s rapid economic development and huge con-
sumption potential, many US enterprises achieved development, and 
even prolonged their vitality on Chinese market. 

For instance, General Motors, which experienced bankruptcy re-
structuring during the 2008 financial crisis, places 45 percent of its 
overseas business in China. Its two joint ventures in China registered 
a revenue of 27.99 billion yuan in 2017, 13.33 billion yuan of which 
went to General Motors. In the same period, the company’s global op-
eration ended up losing. 

Researches by the Peterson Institute for International Economics 
indicated that the US would lose about a million jobs if its trade fric-
tion with China escalated.

The technological advances and continuously improving productiv-
ity are the driving force of economic globalization. This driving force, 
never relying on certain countries or people, is not private asset. 

The rising trade protectionism is nothing but a small countercur-
rent that is not able to stop the trend of economic globalization.

     People’s Daily

Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

“8OO KIBAHA SCHOOL STUDENTS GO WITH-
OUT WATER FOR A WEEK’’…ran the headline.   So 
was this ‘an act of God’, as people are fond of say-
ing, well no it wasn’t.    Was it a drought, no it wasn’t.     
It was instead a most un-godly act of irresponsibil-
ity from Dawasco, cutting off supply for failure to 
pay a 30m/- debt.

Partially dependant on government subsidy to fi-
nance operations, Director of the renowned Kibaha 
Education Centre at the time, Dr. Cyprian Mpenda 
said, “We are very prompt in settling bills, paying 
40 m/-  last September and 34 /- in October.   How-
ever, Dawasco knows that until we get our subsidy, 
we currently can’t do so, and our students are now 
spending time collecting water from a kilometre 
away”.

This gentlemen wrote to the Regional Commis-
sioner, asking for intervention, saying student stud-
ies were being greatly affected.   A copy was sent 
to the Permanent Secretary in the Prime Ministers’ 
Office, to which was added, “we promise as soon 
as the subsidy is received, to settle the outstanding 
bill”.

Another letter was sent to Dawasco’s Kibaha Area 
Manager, not to terminate services to a ‘sensitive’ 

institution, and again, promising to pay when their 
money came through.

This possibly boring, but instructive story, was a 
record of appeals from someone who cared about 
his responsibility and duty, but directed at those 
unable to think beyond bureaucratic confines, 
and the broader application of service.

It was all the more perplexing, given the fact 
that almost every government institution in the 
country a few years ago, the State House, the po-
lice, the civil service etc. etc. seldom if ever had 
their utilities terminated for non payment, and 
often ran up debts of billions of shillings. 

… But maybe under a ‘Magufulian’ directive 
this has now changed, and the ‘wananchi’  and 
the public institutions are treated the same, as in 
“…the government…acting on behalf of the gov-
erned, for the people and of the people” …yeah, a 
good slogan for the next elections!

Anyway, even given this fact, Dawasco ignored 
their pleas, and instead took advantage of a good 
client in a weak position, to whom they should 
have offfered special treatment, not punitive ac-
tion.  

Ignoring the emergency aspect, a Public Rela-

tions officer at the Treasury told a reporter fol-
lowing the story …”It’s procedural  to submit a 
questionnaire, which we then respond to”.

Well, some P.R. jobs are almost expected to 
be low in human regard,  and high in robotic re-
sponses,  but what was Dawasco’s excuse, and 
the other players involved in this…or rather NOT 
involved, since they declined to trouble them-
selves. 

…They should all have been rounded up and 
sent to the Public Service Remedial Training Cen-
tre to revive their brain cells under the tutelage 
of Dr. Cyprian Mpenda weilding a large cane!

…is there such a centre…no of course not…but 
maybe there should be…anyway, not long after 
this issue was made public, water was flowing at 
the school, as Dawasco was forced to re-connect 
the service on the orders of the Regional Com-
missioner Mwantum  Mahiza…PRIOR to the bill 
settlement…Hurrah and Halleluja…THAT’S  the 
mind set needed for public office…and we need 
more Mama Mahizas in the sytem….let’s hope 
she’s still in it, or gone on to better prospects 
where she can really spread the words of com-
mon sense…and compassion…Oh Yeah!  
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  By Simeon S. Wiakanty 

ambaSSador Juli endee, execu-
tive director for the Crusaders for 
Peace, has said peace without justice 
is a threat to the country’s emerging 
democracy.

ambassador endee made these re-
marks recently when her institution 
made a presentation of 1million Libe-
rian dollars to Women in Peace build-
ing Network (WIPNet) as the winner 
for the 2019 George Weah Peace Prize 
in monrovia.

the George Weah Peace Prize is an 
annual award given through the Ku-
katurnon (meaning we are one), it is 
also a peace festival that organizations 
in Liberia are recognized for promot-
ing peace, reconciliation and security. 
the award further recognized Presi-
dent George m. Weah eforts and role-
played in terms of fostering peace in 
Liberia during the 14years of civil cri-
sis which destroyed thousands of lives 
and properties.

endee said if Liberia must move 
forward there is a need to respect the 
rule of law and access to justice which 
is cardinal to the growth and develop-
ment of every nation. “there can be 
no genuine peace without justice, let 
us make sure that justice prevails for 
all not for one,” she emphasized.

She said to also keep the peace, 
the truth must be told, because if you 
can not say the truth; absolutely you 
are not a peacemaker. She urged the 
government to investigate the recent 
incident in district #15 and persecute 
anyone found liable for the violence.

She told citizens to denounce the 
culture of violence and promote 
peace, adding citizens should to do 
away with what she termed as brand-
ing all of Liberia’s activities as nega-
tives, adding that there are a lot of 
positive things that happened in Libe-
ria than bad.

“Liberia is contributing to the sub-
region and the world at large posi-
tively, people try to paint everything 
about the country negatively, and 
there are good people in Liberia that 
are making more positive impact than 
the bad ones, how can we say that we 
are peacemakers, then we say to the 
world do not support Liberian then,?” 
She asked.

She said Liberians who claims to be 
patriotic are not showing patriotism 
and leadership. “It is not about the 
government because the government 
refers to you, me and the rest includ-
ing you that are sitting here,” she not-
ed.

She further acknowledges that there 

   Peace without justice threatens Liberia’s emerging democracy

Reconciliation is generally understood to be the reestablishment of friendly relations, though it assumes different forms and roles in different contexts. In the case of armed conflicts, reconciliation incorpo-

rates the search for truth, justice, forgiveness and accommodation between conflicting groups or people. It is therefore widely seen as very closely related to peacebuilding, though whereas some suggest it 

is the ultimate goal of peacebuilding, others argue it is better seen as a process.

are issues in the country is faced with but disa-
greed with those Liberians who are calling on 
the international community to stop supporting 
Liberia.

endee stated that the KuKaturNoN Peace 
festival started 18 years ago during the leader-
ship of former President Charles taylor and up 
to current President George Weah, stressing that 
it will go beyond President Weah’s administra-
tion.

according to her, 16 years ago Liberia signed 
the accra Peace accord that ended the Liberian 
Civil war during which time the Women in Peace 
building Network played a very active role.

according to her the KuKaturNoN Peace fes-
tival has another program called the mano river 
union Women Conference, highlighting that 
every year they will organize the KuKaturNoN 
Peace festival, noting that they will have the 
mano river Women Conference where women 
will share their experiences from the various 
mru countries, which she said could help in 
maintaining peace in their respective countries.

Queen Juli endee said part of the experienc-
ing sharing would concentrate on health, drugs 
abuse, and domestic violence, among others. She 
further disclosed that the KuKaturNoN Peace 
festival has been accepted and adopted in the 
mru countries for the sake of iprotecting the 
peace and stability of the mru region. madam 
endee said other mru countries would shortly 
conduct KuKaturNoN Peace festivals, indicat-

ing that all started from Liberia.
the National Coordinator of Women in Peace 

building Network belphie morris who extolled 
the organizers of the KuKaturNoN Peace fes-
tival for recognizing the work of the Women in 
Peace building Network in Liberia and the West 
african region,

 the award was the irst major recognition 
from the Liberia Government, something which 
she said is worthy of commendation.

She commended President George Weah for 
his eforts to promote peace and stability of 
the Country including the support to the peace 
prize.

She reairmed her organization’s commit-
ment to protecting the peace and stability of Li-
beria, she quickly pointed out that while it is true 
that peace must be maintained, her institution 
will not compromise any issue that will violate 
the rights of women including other abusive acts 
perpetuated by heartless men. madam morris 
noted that women have the ability to mitigate 
the efects of any form of violence and ensure 
that the country is peaceful.

In recent times, especially during and after 
the recent by-elections in montserrado County, 
there have been series of violence in and around 
monrovia, particularly in district. 

the most recent violence incident occurred 
in Logan town involving people believe to be 
supporters of the two leading candidates, abu 
Kamara of the ruling Coalition for democratic 

Change (CdC) and telia urey of the four collabo-
rating opposition parties.

this incident which witnessed the injury of 
several persons, led to the damage of miss urey’s 
vehicle and other vehicles in and around the 
yard of candidate Kamara.

as a result of the incident, President dr. 
George manneh Weah issued a statement con-
demning the incident.

the President ordered Justice minister frank 
musa dean and the Liberia National Police to car-
ry out a thorough and expeditious investigation 
and bring the perpetrators to justice, irrespec-
tive of who is involved.

the Liberian leader in that statement said the 
maintenance of peace is a high priority on the 
government’s agenda, and it will spare no efort 
in ensuring the protection of lives and proper-
ties. He said electoral violence in all its forms will 
not be tolerated, and individuals who disrupt the 
peace will face the full weight of the law.

the government, He said, remains commit-
ted to ensuring that all Liberians exercise their 
democratic rights. Notwithstanding, he said po-
litical parties should ensure that their support-
ers remain peaceful at all times. Political leaders 
will be held accountable for disruptive behavior, 
regardless of their political alignment.

We are concerned about the issue of recent 
violence that seems to be gradually creeping 
into our society once again. We all are aware of 
what violence did to our country during our bit-

ter past.
Just in case we have forgotten, let’s be remind-

ed that it is because of violence that today we are 
lagging behind relative development in africa 
and the world.

though we were making signiicant progress 
prior to the war, but all have dwindled as a con-
sequence of the 14 years war. on top of that, we 
also lost about 250,000 of our compatriots.

but since 2003, we have enjoyed relative peace 
and stability with the country that was once de-
scribed as failed and perilous state, gradually re-
gaining its respect in the comity of nations.

However, the little gain we have made since 
the war subsided could be undermined should 
we continue to engage in violence as it has been 
in recent time.

It is important to note that the maintenance 
of peace and stability in our country rests with 
all of us irrespective in which position you ind 
yourself in, whether no position, opposition or 
ruling position.

this is because if any negative thing ensues, all 
of us will one way or the other be afected as it 
was the case during the war.

that is why we all must jealously guide this 
hard-earned peace, being cognizant of the fact 
that this is the only country we have and must 
protect, no matter our position. We cannot af-
ford to degenerate to our bitter past. the hint to 
the wise is quite suicient.

  By Yariv Cohen 

ImaGINe a professional bas-
ketball player wearing sneakers 
only 6 per cent of the time. or 
an international banking chain, 
with only 6 per cent of the 
branches having a safe.

Strange, right? although these 
are absurd, hard-to-imagine sce-
narios, this is precisely the situa-
tion in a much more substantial 
and fundamental ield: the ag-
riculture sector in africa, with 
only 6 per cent of farmlands 
across the continent receiving 
permanent irrigation.

Currently relying on rainwater 
or manual irrigation, the sector’s 
productivity is considered to be 
the lowest in the world.

 While 6 per cent is the oicial 
number across the continent, a 
deeper look into data reveals a 
particularly bleak reality. While 
in Sub-Saharan africa only 4 
per cent of agricultural land is 
irrigated, in the northern con-
tinent the igure is 28 per cent, 
with over two-thirds of agricul-
tural areas equipped with irri-
gation systems located in only 
ive countries (morocco, egypt, 
Sudan, South africa, and mada-
gascar.

most african farmers rely on 
rainwater, often irregular and 
rarely suicient, or on existing 
water sources (many in the form 
of rainwater pools) often con-
taining polluted water, which 
may cause serious damage to 
the ield and crops, and later on 
to those consuming the crops.

the efect of irrigation systems 
on the crop has been dramatic 

and known for many years. It 
is estimated that land that is ir-
rigated regularly yields twice or 
more crop than land irrigated 
by rain and manual irrigation 
alone: the crops are higher, 
the amount increases, and the 
season lengthens. thus, the ab-
sence of irrigation systems in 94 
per cent of agricultural lands (96 
per cent in Sub-Saharan africa) 
is the main reason why the sec-
tor’s productivity is considered 
to be the lowest in the world.

 this reality can and should 
change. through smart and 
calculated investment, the per-
centage of agricultural areas ir-
rigated across the continent can 
be dramatically increased, re-
sulting in a signiicant increase 
in productivity. a more eicient 
agricultural sector will yield a 
much (much) higher crop, ben-
eiting the entire continent: the 
economy will grow, jobs will be 
created, exports will increase, 
imports will decrease, and food 
prices will become cheaper.

today, irrigation systems are 
much more accessible and af-
fordable than ever before, with 
advanced technology systems 
enabling the use of extremely 
afordable energy sources. at 
Ignite Power, we provide our 
customers with solar-based ir-
rigation systems that utilize the 
sunlight to pump water into 
large ields at a very low cost. 
many other systems exist in the 
market, providing a wide range 
of additional solutions.

although the agricultural sec-
tor in Sub-Saharan africa em-
ploys about 60 per cent of the 

population and is responsible 
for 23 per cent of the GdP, its 
productivity remains far behind 
the rest of the world. Just like 
cultivating a ield, the irst step 
is irrigation; in this case, a con-
siderable improvement in the 
irrigation situation.

africa is the world’s second 
largest and second most-pop-
ulous continent, being behind 
asia in both categories. at about 
30.3 million km2 (11.7 million 
square  miles) including adja-
cent islands, it covers 6 per cent 
of earth’s total surface area and 
20 per cent of its land area.  With 
1.2 billion people  as of 2016, it 
accounts for about 16 per cent of 
the world’s human population. 
the continent is surrounded by 
the mediterranean Sea to the 

north, the Isthmus of Suez and 
the red Sea to the northeast, the 
Indian ocean to the southeast and 
the atlantic ocean to the west. 
the continent includes mada-
gascar and various archipelagos. 
It contains 54 fully recognised 
sovereign states (countries), nine 
territories and two de facto inde-
pendent states with limited or no 
recognition.  the majority of the 
continent and its countries are in 
the Northern Hemisphere, with 
a substantial portion and num-
ber of countries in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

africa’s average population 
is the youngest amongst all the 
continents;  the median age in 
2012 was 19.7, when the world-
wide median age was 30.4.  alge-
ria is africa’s largest country by 

area, and Nigeria is its largest by 
population. africa, particularly 
central eastern africa, is widely 
accepted as the place of origin 
of humans and the Hominidae 
clade (great apes), as evidenced 
by the discovery of the earliest 
hominids and their ancestors as 
well as later ones that have been 
dated to around 7 million years 
ago, including Sahelanthropus 
tchadensis, australopithecus af-
ricanus, a. afarensis, Homo erec-
tus, H. habilis and H. ergaster—the 
earliest Homo sapiens (modern 
human), found in ethiopia, date 
to circa 200,000 years ago  africa 
straddles the equator and encom-
passes numerous climate areas; 
it is the only continent to stretch 
from the northern temperate to 
southern temperate zones.  

africa hosts a large diversity of 
ethnicities, cultures and languag-
es. In the late 19th century, euro-
pean countries colonised almost 
all of africa; most present states 
in africa originated from a pro-
cess of decolonisation in the 20th 
century. african nations cooper-
ate through the establishment of 
the african union, which is head-
quartered in addis ababa. 

Etymology
afri was a Latin name used to 

refer to the inhabitants of then-
known northern africa to the 
west of the Nile river, and in its 
widest sense referred to all lands 
south of the mediterranean (an-
cient Libya).  this name seems to 
have originally referred to a na-
tive Libyan tribe, an ancestor of 
modern berbers; see terence for 
discussion. the name had usually 
been connected with the Phoeni-
cian word �afar meaning “dust”,  
but a 1981 hypothesis[13] has as-
serted that it stems from the ber-
ber word ifri (plural ifran) mean-
ing “cave”, in reference to cave 
dwellers.  the same word  may 
be found in the name of the banu 
Ifran from algeria and tripolita-
nia, a berber tribe originally from 
Yafran (also known as Ifrane) in 
northwestern Libya.  

under roman rule, Carthage 
became the capital of the prov-
ince it then named africa Pro-
consularis, following its defeat 
of the Carthaginians in the third 
Punic War in 146 bC, which also 
included the coastal part of mod-
ern Libya.  the Latin suix -ica 
can sometimes be used to denote 
a land (e.g., in Celtica from Celtae, 

as used by Julius Caesar). the later 
muslim region of Ifriqiya, follow-
ing its conquest of the byzantine 
(eastern roman) empire’s exar-
chatus africae, also preserved a 
form of the name. 

according to the romans, af-
rica lay to the west of egypt, while 
“asia” was used to refer to anato-
lia and lands to the east. a deinite 
line was drawn between the two 
continents by the geographer 
Ptolemy (85–165 ad), indicating 
alexandria along the Prime me-
ridian and making the isthmus of 
Suez and the red Sea the bound-
ary between asia and africa. as 
europeans came to understand 
the real extent of the continent, 
the idea of “africa” expanded with 
their knowledge. 

other etymological hypotheses 
have been postulated for the an-
cient name “africa”: 

	 •	 The	 1st-centu-
ry Jewish historian flavius Jose-
phus (ant. 1.15) asserted that it was 
named for epher, grandson of 
abraham according to Gen. 25:4, 
whose descendants, he claimed, 
had invaded Libya.

	 •	 Isidore	 of	 Se-
ville in his 7th-century etymologi-
ae XIV.5.2. suggests “africa comes 
from the Latin aprica, meaning 
“sunny”.

	 •	 Massey,	 in	
1881, stated that africa is de-
rived from the egyptian af-rui-
ka, meaning “to turn toward the 
opening of the Ka.” the Ka is the 
energetic double of every per-
son and the “opening of the Ka” 
refers to a womb or birthplace. 
africa would be, for the egyp-
tians, “the birthplace.” 

Only 6 pc of Africa’s farmlands irrigated: Changing it will massively impact entire continent

Only 6 per cent of Africa’s farmlands is irrigated; changing it will massively impact the entire continent 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

CUSTOMERS of the National Bank of Com-
merce (NBC) have convened here at a capacity 
building validation workshop organized by the 
bank, which among other things aimed at dis-
cussing business opportunities offered by the 
bank.

The Workshop held recently in Dodoma fea-
tured both small and medium sized businessper-
sons who were taken through the various im-
proved services offered by the bank, as well as 
how best they can interact with the various 
business  institutions to help them achieve their 
goals.

Addressing participants at the workshop who 
were drawn from different districts of the coun-
try’s capital, the bank’s Business Development 
Manager in charge of the SMEs unit, Jonathan 
Bitababaje, said following the improved services 
by NBC which can now cope with the current 
technology, there was a need to intensify capac-
ity building programmes that can make custom-
ers to get accustomed to the services provided 
by the bank.

“Our bank, has now ventured into robust tech-
nological changes in service provision depend-
ing on the economic changes, therefore, we felt 
that it is important we embark on capacity build-
ing programmes for our customers,’’ he said.

He further emphasized that apart from capac-
ity building, at the workshop, NBC customers 

had an ample time to offer their opinions and 
recommendations on the services provided by 
the bank, a move he said would help to improve 
services according to customers’ need.

At a one-day workshop, participants had yet 
another chance to receive and contribute on 
presentations from other institutions including 
the National Economic Empowerment Council 
(NEEC) and Tanzania Chamber of Commerce In-
dustry and Agriculture (TCCIA) representatives 
who expounded on various business and eco-
nomic empowerment opportunities inside and 
outside the country, including how best they can 
interact and meet businesspeople from abroad.

“In collaboration with NBC, we have been help-
ing many businesspersons and we expect in the 
next few days to take a group of Tanzanians to 
China where as they will only be required to pay 
US Dollars 2,500 which will cover their trans-
port, food and accommodation, among others, 
said TCCIA Industrial Development Manager, 
Patrick Magai.

Speaking at the workshop, some participants 
commended the ongoing cooperation between 
them and NBC requesting the bank to continue 
helping them especially when seeking for loans 
and guarantee from the lender.

“There is a need by financial institutions to 
identify the challenges that we have been facing 
by coming up with new services that overcome 
those challenges,” said an architect and Dodoma 
based businessman Dr Steven Masangia.

Bank customers meet 
in Dodoma to discuss 
business potentials

  By Lovemore Chikova 

A MAJOR event happened in 
Japan last week which brought a 
number of African leaders to the 
Asian country to discuss how to 
further cooperation on econom-
ic development.

President Mnangagwa was 
part of the event named the 
Tokyo International Confer-
ence for African Development 
(TICAD 7) held in the city of Yo-
kohama.

The conference created a plat-
form for interaction between 
African leaders, the Japanese 
government and prospective 
Japanese investors.

It was business from day 
one, especially for President 
Mnangagwa, who participated 

in all the sessions and met with 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and various potential inves-
tors who expressed their inter-
est in Zimbabwe.

If the conference managed to 
prove that economic coopera-
tion between African countries 
and Japan is necessary, it also 
demonstrated that there is now 
a viable alternative in pushing 
forward the development of Af-
rica.

TICAD, together with its Chi-
nese equivalent called the Fo-
rum for China-Africa Coopera-
tion (FOCAC), have managed to 
prove that development alter-
natives for Africa are no longer 
coming from one side.

In fact, China and Japan are 
showing the world where the 

centre of attraction for emerg-
ing markets is shifting towards.

Not that African countries are 
totally turning a blind eye to the 
United States and other West-
ern countries when it comes 
to enhancing their economic 
aspirations.

It is only that the African 
countries and other emerging 
economies are increasingly 
viewing China and Japan as of-
fering a viable option.

It is not surprising then that 
the emerging markets through-
out the world are associat-
ing themselves more with the 
Asian Tigers, whose develop-
mental trajectory suits their 
situation better.

Many developing countries 
are now realising that the em-

phasis on private capitalism, 
liberal democracy and politi-
cal rights can hardly put food 
on their table.

Of course, this is the system 
that worked for the Western 
world, especially from the era 
of the Industrial Revolution, 
but to the developing coun-
tries, economic progress has 
remained a mirage.

This is especially more pro-
nounced when the developing 
countries compare the West-
ern system with that being 
proffered by some of the Asian 
countries, especially China.

Everyone in the emerging 
economies now admires how 
the Asian countries managed 
to exploit state capitalism and 
focus on economic rights to 

take millions of their citizens 
out of poverty within a short 
period.

It is time that Western coun-
tries and developmental enthu-
siasts consider that there are 
now new models of economic 
development in other parts of 
the world that appeal more to 
emerging markets compared 
to the traditional ones from 
the West.

The Western system worked 
for countries in that region, 
but it has failed to uplift poor 
countries out of poverty.

Liberal economic prescrip-
tions from the West like the 
economic structural adjust-
ment programmes have left 
many countries in deep pov-
erty and seeking new ways of 

redeeming themselves.
The emphasis on politics as a 

prerequisite for economic de-
velopment being propagated 
by the West has also failed to 
work in developing countries. 
For instance, countries that 
are deemed not to practise the 
Western kind of democracy 
are denied an opportunity to 
participate in economic pro-
grammes that come with politi-
cal strings.

With the emergence of coun-
tries like China and Japan, peo-
ple in the emerging economies 
are slowly realising that there 
are now new systems that fit 
their economic aspirations.

This system comes as pure-
ly business, with no political 
strings attached.

Western democracy is a good 
and well-thought out concept, 
but it becomes a major limita-
tion when it is used as a pre-
requisite for economic devel-
opment.

Yet, the view of many in de-
veloping countries is that a 
good economy will result in 
the entrenchment of democ-
racy, as it produces goods and 
services that satisfy citizens.

There are many people in 
emerging economics who find 
the talk about democracy nau-
seating simply because they 
are preoccupied with thinking 
about where their next meal is 
coming from.

To such people, the concept 
of democracy becomes just an 
illusion.

Why the West is getting jittery over Asian Tigers
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Jonathan Bitababaje, NBC’s business development manager in charge of SMEs, makes a presentation on the services the bank offer. This was 

at a workshop for the bank’s customers held in Dodoma city last week. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

THE Zanzibar government is courting interna-
tional hotel investors to capture the island’s fast-
growing tourism industry, looking to raise the 
number of leisure and business tourists visiting 
the island in Tanzania.

 International hotel chains have established 
their business in the island since the past 2 years, 
making the island among the leading hotel invest-
ment areas in East Africa.

The Indian Ocean semi-autonomous island had 
attracted big and international hotel chains to 
invest there looking to develop marine tourism. 
Madinat El Bahr Hotel and RIU Hotels and Resorts 
have opened their business on the island between 
July and August of this year after Hotel Verde en-
tered the island late last year.

The Zanzibar President Dr. Ali Mohammed 
Shein, said that Zanzibar stands a better position 
to share tourism benefits with the rest of East Af-
rica through its pristine beaches and rich Indian 
Ocean resources. He said that his government is 
now looking to attract more investors in hotel ser-
vices and tourism with fresh hopes to make this 
Indian Ocean island a competitive market in East 
Africa.

The island had attracted big and international 
hotel chains to invest there looking to develop 
marine tourism. In its recent plans, the island is 
working in partnership with Comoro to encour-
age business on the East Coast of the Indian 
Ocean.

Zanzibar launched last year, the annual tour-
ism shows targeting to promote its tourism and 
the rest of Africa sharing the Indian Ocean waters. 
The Zanzibar Tourism Show will be taking place 
in September each year as the island targets to at-
tract more than 650,000 visitors next year.

Zanzibar Minister for Information, Tourism and 
Heritage, Mahmoud Thabit Kombo, said earlier 
that the island had launched its tourism market-

ing platform in July of this year, aiming to attract 
more tourists to its Indian Ocean beaches, as well 
as cultural and historical sites.

He said that the Destination Marketing Brand 
targets to involve various tourist companies oper-
ating in Zanzibar, aiming at bringing them togeth-
er to market Zanzibar tourism under an umbrella 
of “Destination Zanzibar” focusing on the island’s 
tourist attractions and services provided to the  
tourists.

“We had launched the Destination Marketing 
that will be an umbrella body to market our tour-
ist products under a single roof as to pull more 
tourists to visit Zanzibar,” Mr. Kombo said. The 
minister further said that tourist companies on 
the island have been marketing their own ser-
vices, mostly the international hotels which have 
been selling themselves more than products avail-
able in the island.

Destination Marketing Brand is so far targeting 
international tourist markets across the world, 
looking to attract more visitors to the island. Mar-
keting initiatives including the promotion of cul-
tural festivals aiming to attract international visi-
tors. Under the tourism marketing plans, Zanzibar 
is also looking to increase average length of stay 
from 8 to 10 days. The plan also targets to achieve 
its objectives to pull more tourists to stay longer 
on the island through marketing campaigns 
across the world that would attract visitors to visit 
new tourist attractive areas in the Island which 
had once not marketing at a full force.

Zanzibar is also looking to compete with other 
East African destinations including Kenya by mar-
keting itself as a Conference Tourism Destination, 
attracting foreign and international hotel inves-
tors and better airline connectivity with other 
East African countries. Major Gulf carriers like 
Emirates, flydubai, Qatar Airways, Oman Air and 
Etihad, all of whom fly frequently to Tanzania, 
have become catalysts for changing the tourism 
landscape.

Zanzibar government to attract 
international hotel investments

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Breweries Limited 
(TBL) is to work with almost 200 
outlets across Tanzania to promote 
four of its smart drinking commit-
ments. 

This is part of the brewing firm 
to mark the Annual Global Beer Re-
sponsible Day (GBRD), which was 
celebrated on Friday last week.

According to a statement issued 
yesterday, TBL trades responsibly 

with licensed liquor outlets, it does 
not sell to underage individuals, the 
brewing firm does not sell to preg-
nant women and TBL does not al-
low consumers to drink and drive.

“Every year, on the day, the com-
pany showcases all the work that it 
does to raise awareness on the re-
sponsible consumption of alcohol 
to its employees, consumers, trad-
ers and stakeholders by reinforcing 
its smart drinking commitments,” 
said  Philip Redman, TBL’s Manag-
ing Director.

He said: “At TBL, we believe that 
every beer experience should be 
a positive one. As a responsible 
corporate citizen, we have tasked 
ourselves with proactively address-
ing the harmful effects of excessive 
consumption and ensuring that 
our products are enjoyed by those 
of legal drinking age,” 

 “We have been doing so through 
various campaigns with partners 
which include: the National Road 
Safety Council, SUMATRA, TAN-
ROADS, UBER Tanzania, Muhimbili 

University of Health and Allied Sci-
ence (MUHAS), WILFAD and oth-
ers,” TBL boss said. 

 TBL has been promoting respon-
sible consumption through Alcohol 
Behavior & Communication Train-
ing and Don’t Drink and Drive Cam-
paigns. Additionally, the company 
has had a 10-year long partnership 
with the Tanzania Police Forceby 
offering free alcohol training and 
medical testing for long distance 
drivers. 

Brewer out to promote smart drinking commitments

TBL senior communication officer Amanda Walter (C) has a word with Tips Bar workers at Mikocheni in Dar es Salaam during a global 
responsible beer drinking Day event at the weekend. The company routinely reaches out to its employees, beer consumers, traders and other 
stakeholders in an effort to raise awareness on the importance of responsible consumption of alcohol. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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African audi-
ences must not 
get lost in the 
dream of a fic-
tional futuristic 
country and 
forget the work 
that needs to be 
done at home, UJ 
Vice-Chancellor 
Tshilidzi Marwala 
said during a 
discussion on 
the blockbuster 
movie ‘Black 
Panther’ 

‘Africa needs more science, less fiction’    
New Caledonia

a
frican audiences must not 
get lost in the dream of a ic-
tional futuristic country and 
forget the work that needs to 

be done at home, uJ Vice-chancellor 
tshilidzi Marwala said during a discus-
sion on the blockbuster movie ‘Black 
Panther’. 

university of Johannesburg Vice-
chancellor tshilidzi Marwala says that 
“africa must start doing science and 
not ixate on ictional stories.” 

He was speaking at the university’s 
institute for Pan-african thought and 
conversation (iPatc) which held a 
public dialogue on “Black Panther 
and contemporary Pan-africanism”, 
on Monday 26 august. the dialogue, 
between Marwala, Dilip Menon, direc-
tor for the centre for indian Studies in 
africa at Wits university, and adekeye 
adebajo, director of iPatc, came just 
days after it was announced the sequel 
to the $1.23-billion grossing block-
buster ilm was to be released in May 
2022. although the vice-chancellor 
hailed the ilm, which featured a pre-
dominantly black cast and production 
team, he said it should not distract 
from the work that needs to be done 
in africa. While it was an important 
work in the creative arts, he believes 
“it is fundamentally superstitious” as 
it presents the story of an all-powerful 
mineral called vibranium that can 
solve a country’s problems. 

Marwala was recently appointed 
deputy chair of the Presidential com-
mission into the fourth industrial 
revolution. He has been tasked by 
President cyril ramaphosa to advise 
his oice on the future of work during 
a time of increasing automation. 

Marwala said that the “Black Pan-
ther as messiah” narrative perpetuates 
the dangerous thinking that someone 
from elsewhere will save africa. this 
distracts us from inding solutions to 
our own problems. 

He said the continent faced issues 
such as monopoly capital, land dis-
tribution, education and economic 
growth that cannot be easily solved by 
a single technology such as vibranium 
in Wakanda. 

“any nation that depends on a sin-
gle technology for survival is in trou-
ble and shall perish.” He argued that 
africa needed to consider things that 
will make the continent producers of 
technology rather than consumers, 
which starts with the ability “to docu-
ment and difuse knowledge”. 

“i found the movie Black Panther a 
feel-good movie. it gave us the notion 
that we are technologically advanced, 
whereas we are not,” said Marwala. 

Menon said that diferent writers of 
the Black Panther comic book, from 
Don McGregor who wrote for Marvel 
comics when it was irst published in 
the uS in 1969 to ta-nehisi coates in 
2016, all place the ictional country of 
Wakanda in diferent places in africa. 

He argued that because this ictional 
country has no set geographical posi-
tion it becomes whatever the uS writ-
ers want it to become. 

He said Black Panther was written 
to be a character that was more “palat-
able” to an american audience in the 
1960s and had now been written to ap-
peal to african-americans in 2016. 

“Black Panther is central in the af-
rican-american dilemma in america 
where a black man cannot walk freely 
in the street and no one is held ac-
countable for his death,” said Menon. 

t’challa, the hero of the movie and 
king of Wakanda, is diferent from oth-
er uS superheroes because he is pre-
sented as a “moral leader” who does 
not kill, resembling Gandhi more than 
Superman. 

for Menon, this characterisation of 
the lead hero was an attempt to stay 
away from the “angry black man” ste-
reotype in the uS. “Black Panther is 
not about africa, it is about the afri-
can-american dilemma.” for adebajo, 
Black Panther is “black therapy” used 
by africans for “escapism” in the age of 
uS President Donald trump, “therapy 
for people who have only faced hu-
miliation”. Wakanda was presented 
as a place where “ancestor worship is 
gloriied and the link between the liv-
ing and dead is beautifully displayed,” 
said adebajo. However, “a success-
fully industrialised african country 
that does not accept aid or trade, but 
where everything is chaos” inevitably 
“falls into the stereotypes it is trying 

to escape”. for Marwala, citizens of af-
rica cannot be happy when xenopho-
bia, tribalism and failing schools are 
part of our society. 

“We need to work hard so that we 
bring education, not certiication into 
our neighbourhoods.” 

adebajo said Wakanda represents a 
country that is ahistoric from coloni-
sation and slavery, but is also not con-
cerned about the ongoing wars and 
hunger in neighbouring countries. 

furthermore, the supervillain, erik 
Killmonger – played in the ilm by Mi-
chael B Jordan – represents “the arche-
typal angry black man” although he 
had an Mit education. “it is a shocking 
evaluation of angry black men,” said 
adebajo.  

  fiction broadly refers to any nar-
rative consisting of imaginary peo-
ple, events, or descriptions—in other 
words, a narrative not based strictly 
on history or fact.  it also commonly 
refers, more narrowly, to written nar-
ratives in prose and often speciically 
novels.  in ilm, it generally corre-
sponds to narrative ilm in opposition 
to documentary. 

  in its most narrow usage, iction re-
fers to novels, but it may also denote 
any “literary narrative”  including nov-
els, novellas, and short stories. More 
broadly, iction has come to encom-
pass storytelling with imaginary ele-
ments in any format, including writ-
ings, audio recordings, live theatrical 
performances, comics, animated or 
live-action ilms, television programs, 
games (most notably, role-playing and 
video games), and so on. 

a work of iction implies the inven-
tive construction of an imaginary 
world and, most commonly, its iction-
ality is publicly acknowledged, so its 
audience typically expects it to devi-
ate in some ways from the real world 
rather than presenting only charac-
ters who are actual people or descrip-
tions that are factually true.  fiction 
is generally understood as not adher-
ing precisely to the real world, which 
also opens it up to various interpreta-
tions.  characters and events within a 
ictional work may even be set in their 
own context entirely separate from 
the known universe: an independent 
ictional universe. 

in contrast to iction is its traditional 
opposite: non-iction, in which the 
creator assumes responsibility for pre-
senting only the historical and factual 
truth. Despite the usual distinction 
between iction and non-iction, some 
iction creators certainly attempt to 
make their audience believe the work 
is non-iction or otherwise blur the 
boundary, often through forms of ex-
perimental iction (including some 
postmodern iction and autoiction)  
or even through deliberate literary 
fraud.  

 traditionally, iction includes nov-
els, short stories, fables, legends, 
myths, fairy tales, epic and narra-
tive poetry, plays (including operas, 
musicals, dramas, puppet plays, and 
various kinds of theatrical dances). 
However, iction may also encompass 
comic books, and many animated car-
toons, stop motions, anime, manga, 
ilms, video games, radio programs, 
television programs (comedies and 
dramas), etc. 

the internet has had a ma-
jor impact on the creation and 
distribution of iction, calling 
into question the feasibility of 
copyright as a means to ensure 
royalties are paid to copyright 
holders.  also, digital libraries 
such as Project Gutenberg make 
public domain texts more readily 
available. the combination of in-
expensive home computers, the 
internet and the creativity of its 
users has also led to new forms of 
iction, such as interactive com-
puter games or computer-gen-
erated comics. countless forums 
for fan iction can be found on-
line, where loyal followers of spe-
ciic ictional realms create and 
distribute derivative stories. the 
internet is also used for the de-
velopment of blog iction, where 
a story is delivered through a 
blog either as lash iction or seri-
al blog, and collaborative iction, 
where a story is written sequen-
tially by diferent authors, or the 
entire text can be revised by any-
one using a wiki. 

types of literary iction in 
prose include:  

•	 Short	 story:	 A	 work	 of	
at least 2,000 words but under 
7,500 words. the boundary be-
tween a long short story and a 
novella is vague. 

•	 Novella:	 A	 work	 of	 at	
least 7,500 words but under 
50,000 words. Joseph conrad’s 
Heart of Darkness (1899) is an ex-
ample of a novella. 

•	 Novel:	A	work	of	50,000	
words or more.

africa is the world’s second 
largest and second most-popu-
lous continent, being behind asia 
in both categories. at about 30.3 
million km2 (11.7 million square 
miles) including adjacent islands, 
it covers 6 per cent of earth’s to-
tal surface area and 20 per cent 
of its land area.  With 1.2 billion 
people  as of 2016, it accounts 
for about 16 per cent of the 
world’s human population. the 
continent is surrounded by the 
Mediterranean Sea to the north, 
the isthmus of Suez and the red 
Sea to the northeast, the indian 
Ocean to the southeast and the 
atlantic Ocean to the west. the 
continent includes Madagas-
car and various archipelagos. 
it contains 54 fully recognised 
sovereign states (countries), nine 
territories and two de facto inde-
pendent states with limited or no 
recognition.  the majority of the 
continent and its countries are in 
the northern Hemisphere, with 
a substantial portion and num-
ber of countries in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

africa’s average population 
is the youngest amongst all the 
continents;  the median age in 
2012 was 19.7, when the world-
wide median age was 30.4.  alge-
ria is africa’s largest country by 
area, and nigeria is its largest by 
population. africa, particularly 
central eastern africa, is widely 
accepted as the place of origin 
of humans and the Hominidae 

clade (great apes), as evidenced 
by the discovery of the earliest 
hominids and their ancestors as 
well as later ones that have been 
dated to around 7 million years 
ago, including Sahelanthropus 
tchadensis, australopithecus af-
ricanus, a. afarensis, Homo erec-
tus, H. habilis and H. ergaster—the 
earliest Homo sapiens (modern 
human), found in ethiopia, date 
to circa 200,000 years ago  af-
rica straddles the equator and 
encompasses numerous climate 
areas; it is the only continent to 
stretch from the northern tem-
perate to southern temperate 
zones.  

africa hosts a large diversity 
of ethnicities, cultures and lan-
guages. in the late 19th century, 
european countries colonised 
almost all of africa; most present 
states in africa originated from a 
process of decolonisation in the 
20th century. african nations 
cooperate through the establish-
ment of the african union, which 
is headquartered in addis ababa. 

 
etymology
afri was a Latin name used to 

refer to the inhabitants of then-
known northern africa to the 
west of the nile river, and in its 
widest sense referred to all lands 
south of the Mediterranean (an-
cient Libya).  this name seems 
to have originally referred to a 
native Libyan tribe, an ancestor 
of modern Berbers; see terence 
for discussion. the name had 
usually been connected with the 
Phoenician word �afar meaning 
“dust”,  but a 1981 hypothesis[13] 
has asserted that it stems from 
the Berber word ifri (plural ifran) 
meaning “cave”, in reference to 
cave dwellers.  

the same word  may be found 
in the name of the Banu ifran 
from algeria and tripolitania, 
a Berber tribe originally from 
Yafran (also known as ifrane) in 
northwestern Libya.  

under roman rule, carthage 
became the capital of the prov-
ince it then named africa Pro-
consularis, following its defeat 
of the carthaginians in the third 
Punic War in 146 Bc, which also 
included the coastal part of mod-
ern Libya.  the Latin suix -ica 
can sometimes be used to de-
note a land (e.g., in celtica from 
celtae, as used by Julius caesar). 
the later Muslim region of ifri-
qiya, following its conquest of 
the Byzantine (eastern roman) 
empire’s exarchatus africae, also 
preserved a form of the name. 

according to the romans, 
africa lay to the west of egypt, 
while “asia” was used to refer to 
anatolia and lands to the east. a 
deinite line was drawn between 
the two continents by the ge-
ographer Ptolemy (85–165 aD), 
indicating alexandria along the 
Prime Meridian and making the 
isthmus of Suez and the red Sea 
the boundary between asia and 
africa. as europeans came to 
understand the real extent of the 

continent, the idea of “africa” ex-
panded with their knowledge. 

Other etymological hypoth-
eses have been postulated for the 
ancient name “africa”: 

•	 The	 1st-century	 Jewish	
historian flavius Josephus (ant. 
1.15) asserted that it was named 
for epher, grandson of abraham 
according to Gen. 25:4, whose 
descendants, he claimed, had in-
vaded Libya.

•	 Isidore	 of	 Seville	 in	 his	
7th-century etymologiae XiV.5.2. 
suggests “africa comes from the 
Latin aprica, meaning “sunny”.

•	 Massey,	 in	 1881,	 stated	
that africa is derived from the 
egyptian af-rui-ka, meaning 
“to turn toward the opening of 
the Ka.” the Ka is the energetic 
double of every person and the 
“opening of the Ka” refers to 
a womb or birthplace. africa 
would be, for the egyptians, “the 
birthplace.” 

•	 Michèle	 Fruyt	 in	 1976	
proposed  linking the Latin word 
with africus “south wind”, which 
would be of umbrian origin and 
mean originally “rainy wind”.

•	 Robert	 R.	 Stieglitz	 of	
rutgers university in 1984 pro-
posed: “the name africa, derived 
from the Latin  aphir-ic-a, is cog-
nate to Hebrew Ophir.” 

•	 Ibn	Khallikan	and	some	
other historians claim that the 
name of africa came from a Him-
yarite king called afrikin ibn Kais 
ibn Saii also called “afrikus son 
of abrahah” who subdued ifri-
qiya. 

History
africa is considered by most 

paleoanthropologists to be the 
oldest inhabited territory on 
earth, with the human species 
originating from the continent.  
During the mid-20th century, an-
thropologists discovered many 
fossils and evidence of human 
occupation perhaps as early as 7 
million years ago (BP=before pre-
sent). fossil remains of several 
species of early apelike humans 
thought to have evolved into 
modern man, such as australo-
pithecus afarensis (radiometri-
cally dated to approximately 
3.9–3.0 million years BP,[25] 
Paranthropus boisei (c. 2.3–1.4 
million years BP)  and Homo er-
gaster (c. 1.9 million–600,000 
years BP) have been discovered.  

after the evolution of Homo 
sapiens sapiens approximately 
150,000 to 100,000 years BP in 
africa, the continent was mainly 
populated by groups of hunter-
gatherers.  these irst modern 
humans left africa and popu-
lated the rest of the globe dur-
ing the Out of africa ii migration 
dated to approximately 50,000 
years BP, exiting the continent ei-
ther across Bab-el-Mandeb over 
the red Sea,  the Strait of Gibral-
tar in Morocco,  or the isthmus of 
Suez in egypt.  

Other migrations of modern 
humans within the african con-
tinent have been dated to that 
time, with evidence of early hu-

man settlement found in South-
ern africa, Southeast africa, 
north africa, and the Sahara.  

the size of the Sahara has his-
torically been extremely variable, 
with its area rapidly luctuating 
and at times disappearing de-
pending on global climatic con-
ditions. at the end of the ice ages, 
estimated to have been around 
10,500 Bc, the Sahara had again 
become a green fertile valley, and 
its african populations returned 
from the interior and coastal 
highlands in Sub-Saharan africa, 
with rock art paintings depicting 
a fertile Sahara and large popula-
tions discovered in tassili n’ajjer 
dating back perhaps 10 millen-
nia.  However, the warming and 
drying climate meant that by 
5000 Bc, the Sahara region was 
becoming increasingly dry and 
hostile. around 3500 Bc, due to 
a tilt in the earth’s orbit, the Saha-
ra experienced a period of rapid 
desertiication.  the population 
trekked out of the Sahara region 
towards the nile Valley below 
the Second cataract where they 
made permanent or semi-perma-
nent settlements. a major climat-
ic recession occurred, lessening 
the heavy and persistent rains in 
central and eastern africa. Since 
this time, dry conditions have 
prevailed in eastern africa and, 
increasingly during the last 200 
years, in ethiopia. 

the domestication of cattle in 
africa preceded agriculture and 
seems to have existed alongside 
hunter-gatherer cultures. it is 
speculated that by 6000 Bc, cat-
tle were domesticated in north 
africa.  in the Sahara-nile com-
plex, people domesticated many 
animals, including the donkey 
and a small screw-horned goat 
which was common from algeria 
to nubia. 

around 4000 Bc, the Saharan 
climate started to become drier 
at an exceedingly fast pace.  this 
climate change caused lakes and 
rivers to shrink signiicantly and 
caused increasing desertiica-
tion. this, in turn, decreased the 
amount of land conducive to set-
tlements and helped to cause mi-
grations of farming communities 
to the more tropical climate of 
West africa.  

By the irst millennium Bc, 
ironworking had been intro-
duced in northern africa and 
quickly spread across the Sa-
hara into the northern parts 
of sub-Saharan africa,  and by 
500 Bc, metalworking began to 
become commonplace in West 
africa. ironworking was fully 
established by roughly 500 Bc 
in many areas of east and West 
africa, although other regions 
didn’t begin ironworking until 
the early centuries aD. copper 
objects from egypt, north africa, 
nubia, and ethiopia dating from 
around 500 Bc have been exca-
vated in West africa, suggesting 
that trans-Saharan trade net-
works had been established by 
this date.  
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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to find out if government 
driven East African Community 
agreements and practices ease doing 
business across borders, East African 
Business Council and Trade Mark East 
Africa are conducting a public-private 
dialogue with trade facilitation agen-
cies.

In a statement, the EABC said the 
PPDs focus is on the extent to which 

partner states are translating the EAC 
Common Market and Customs Union 
Protocols into policies that support 
the actualization of free movement of 
goods and people.

The EABC PPDs started last March 
at Namanga  one-stop border post  
and was attended by officials from 
Ministries of EAC Affairs, Immigra-
tion, bureaus of standards, plant and 
animal health, sanitary and phytosan-
itary, revenue authority, Police, cross 

EABC and  TMEA 
set on mission to 
confirm whether 
EAC’s agreements 
are pro-business

AUDITING 

border traders, transporters, exporters, import-
ers, business leaders and women in business un-

der one roof. 
“Following EABC’s successful advocacy, the 

Tanzania Bureau of Standards, effective 12th September 
2019, eliminated a long-outstanding standards related NTB 
on importation of Smirnoff Ice Black from Kenya which 
had been denied entry into Tanzania  since March 2019,” 
said EABC’s CEO, Peter Mathuki.

Other achievements from the PPD is that the heads of 
Namanga OSBP from Kenya and Tanzania side jointly 
agreed to hold a good-will neighbourhood meeting to 
come up with a framework to facilitate small traders liv-
ing at Namanga to access Bisil/Longido markets which are 
beyond gazetted area distances.

“This Public-Private Dialogue is an opportunity for the 
private sector to share successes, challenges, and concerns 
to intra–EAC trade, which can be resolved by the trade fa-
cilitation agencies at Namanga OSBP,” Mathuki said.

He noted the intra EAC trade is low at below 15 percent 
compared with other regional economic communities 
such as Southern Africa Development Community at 48 
percent and the EU at 70 percent. 

Mathuki emphasized that EABC will raise recommenda-
tions to the EAC heads of state and respective ministries 
to quickly resolve trade barriers and spur intra-EAC trade 
and investments. The Namanga OSBP channels 90 percent 
of trade between Kenya and Tanzania. 

In her remarks, Mary Ngechu who is a member of EABC 
Board of Directors, said in 2018, Kenya imported Tanzani-
an products valued at U$175 million while exporting goods 
worth U$293 million.

TMEA’s Director for Business Environment, Allan Ngugi 
re-affirmed the aid for trade organization’s commitment 
to support sustainable trade and urged for continuous 
engagement between public and private sector in a bid to 
facilitate trade and investments into the region and posi-
tively impact livelihoods.

Among other obstacles to Tanzania –Kenya trade in-
clude: numerous police checks for transit vehicles, short 
life span validity of temporary passports and issuance of 
temporary passports unavailable Namanga OSBP, lack of 
weighbridge at Namanga OSBP, language barriers, issu-
ance of business passes to drivers instead of temporary 
passes and poor awareness of the EAC simplified trade re-
gime by small scale traders.

JOHANNESBURG 

WEDNESDAY marked a mile-
stone in the battle to protect 
endangered species, when an 
international team of scientists 
announced they had successful-
ly created two northern white 
rhino embryos.

The landmark achievement is 
a promising step towards pull-
ing the white rhino back from 
the brink of extinction. It also 
highlights how technology is be-
ing harnessed to protect wildlife 
- including efforts beyond the 
lab in places like South Africa.

More than 760 rhinos are 
killed annually in South Africa 
- including 421 slaughtered last 
year in Kruger National Park.

Gentle giraffes threatened 
with ‘silent extinction’

In Kenya, as across Africa, 
populations of the world’s tall-
est mammals are quietly, yet 
sharply, in decline. Giraffe num-
bers across the continent fell 40 
percent between 1985 and 2015, 
to just under 100,000 animals, 
according to the best figures a...

In Kenya, as across Africa, 
populations of the world’s tall-

est mammals are quietly, yet 
sharply, in decline. Giraffe num-
bers across the continent fell 40 
percent between 1985 and 2015, 
to just under 100,000 animals, 
according to the best figures a...

Rhinos are killed for their 
horns, which are prized in tra-
ditional Asian medicine and 
command high prices when 
poachers hawk them on black 
markets. But international trade 
in rhino parts is illegal. At one 
small, private reserve adjacent 
to Kruger National Park, rangers 
were losing hope four years ago 
after 70 of their rhinos fell prey 
to poachers.

“It was crisis management,” 
recalls David Powrie, the war-
den of the 50 000-hectare re-
serve. “We had tried everything. 
We’d even tried dyeing their 
horns.” Then high-tech execu-
tive Bruce “Doc” Watson, who 
had vacationed at the reserve 
since 1999, offered to help bol-
ster the property’s IT defences.

“The reserve was remote, 
with basic IT infrastructure and 
access control, manual secu-
rity processes, and very limited 
communication,” he told Al Ja-

zeera. In 2015, Watson, an ex-
ecutive at Global Cisco Alliance, 
founded Connected Conserva-
tion, a joint venture programme 
forged by Cisco and global IT 
company Dimension Data.

Working with park offi-
cials, Connected Conserva-
tion helped design and build a 
Reserve Area Network (RAN). 
It was supported by trackers 
placed on vehicles entering the 
reserve, sensors installed be-
neath fences to detect guns and 
other metal objects, and wi-fi to 
alert rangers instantly to poten-
tial poachers so they could dis-
patch a security response.

The digitised security infra-
structure also allows staff to 
scan visitors’ passports and li-
cence plates - and even check 
their backgrounds against a na-
tional database of criminal re-
cords. The technology has been 
a game-changer in the reserve’s 
war on poaching.

“In 2016, we’d cut poaching 
by 96% and reduced illegal en-
try into the reserve by 67 per-
cent,” Watson told Al Jazeera. 
“Between January 2017 and Au-
gust 2019, we lost no rhinos.” In 

2018, Connected Conservation 
expanded into Mozambique, 
Zambia and Kenya.

But illegal wildlife traders 
have learned to use technol-
ogy as well. Two rhinos on the 
reserve fell prey to poachers in 
August, underscoring the need 
to constantly create new solu-
tions to tackle evolving threats 
against wildlife.

One step ahead
In conservation hotspots 

across the world, artificial in-
telligence, drones, and surveil-
lance platforms are among the 
technologies that have become 
the latest line of defence against 
the $23bn global illegal wildlife 
trade, which claims the lives of 
800 rhinos - along with 15 000 
elephants and untold numbers 

of pangolins, impalas, bushpigs, 
warthogs and other animals - in 
Africa every year.

Only 25 000 rhinos, 415 Afri-
can elephants, and dwindling 
numbers of other at-risk species 
survive on the continent in the 
wild today. 

“There is too much to protect, 
and too few people to protect 
it, so technology has become 
essential when addressing the 
global poaching crisis,” says 
Rohit Singh, head of the Zero 
Poaching initiative for the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF).

As conservation groups get 
smarter about technology, so 
do the poachers they are bat-
tling to stop. Environmentalists 
say the fear of never being more 
than one step ahead is tangi-
ble in their campaign to save 
animals hunted for their horns, 
tusks, pelts, scales or skin - or 
for capture as exotic pets.

“With illegal wildlife trade be-
ing run by increasingly organ-
ised crime syndicates, poachers 
already use technology and are 
often far better equipped than 
those protecting nature and 
wildlife,” says Singh.

“Smartphone and GPS track-
ers are used to both locate wild-
life and to avoid ranger patrols. 
But the benefits of technology 
in protecting our iconic wild-
life and forests far outweigh the 
negatives.”

Innovating new solutions
Research indicates that 

tech innovations have already 
helped to curb poaching in Af-
rica. Black and white rhinoceros 
- the continent’s two rhino spe-
cies, classified as endangered 
and threatened, respectively - 
have increased in population in 
recent years, reports WWF.

And the annual poaching 
mortality rate among elephants 
- classified as vulnerable - de-
clined from more than 10 per-
cent in 2011 to less than four 
percent in 2017, report Univer-
sity of York researchers.

A clutch of initiatives are 
churning out tech-enabled solu-
tions to help bolster conserva-
tion efforts. Wildbook, an on-
line app by nonprofit Wild Me, 
aims to replace physical tagging 
with photography to identify 
animals using their distinct pat-
terning as a “fingerprint.”

Battle against wildlife poachers gets increasingly high-tech

LUGANO 

A GROUP of investors including the 
hedge fund founded by billionaire 
John Paulson said “significantly mis-
managed” gold companies could un-
lock $13 billion in value through merg-
ers and cost cuts.

The Shareholders’ Gold Council of 
18 investors including Egyptian bil-
lionaire Naguib Sawiris’s La Mancha 
found that the median spending of 
senior gold producers is double that of 
mining companies that produce other 
metals, including Vale SA, the world’s 
largest iron ore producer.

“The inescapable conclusion of our 
analysis is that gold producers are sig-
nificantly mismanaged from a G&A 
perspective and that gold company 
boards need to do a better job holding 
management teams to account,” the 
council said. The potential to create 
more value is highest among mid-tier 
miners which were found to be “most 
inefficient” in managing costs.

The investors are looking to boost 
shareholder value in gold mining com-
panies to capture the benefits from the 
precious metal’s meteoric rise to a six-
year high. In the three years through 

Wednesday, the VanEck Vectors Gold 
Miners ETF has risen less than 5%, 
trailing the 13% rally in bullion.

About $2.5 billion of the combined 
profits of 47 gold companies the coun-
cil tracked were spent on salaries and 
costs of head office management and 
boards, amounting to more than 10% 
of their aggregate market value, the 
council said in a report released Thurs-
day.

No-premium mergers
The potential for cuts is greater 

among so-called mid-tier gold produc-
ers, the report said. Their general and 
administrative spending amount to 
almost 13% of their earnings, according 
to the median of 23 miners reviewed in 
the report.

SGC urged the mid-tier companies 
to pursue no-premium mergers to 
cut duplicate corporate structures 
and achieve economies of scale. If the 
number of mid-tier companies were 
reduced by half, the council estimated 
that about $2.4 billion to $3.2 billion of 
value could potentially be unlocked.

Of the 12 senior gold producers it 
cited, Polymetal International and 
Kinross Gold had the highest spend-
ing — 17.5% and 11% of their earnings 

Gold investors see M&A and 
cost cuts unlocking U$13bn

EABC’s CEO, Peter Mathuki (In neck-tie), and other officials listen to an official from Namanga OSBP (L) when 
the delegation visited the area last week. Photo courtesy of EABC. 

INNOVATION 

Steve Gulick is a consultant and Chief Technology Officer at WildTech which 
uses TrailGuard to check against poaching. 

OPTIMISM 

One-kg bars of gold sit at the Valcambi SA gold refinery in Lugano, Switzerland.

before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortisation, 
respectively, the council said. In the case of mid-tier 
companies, the biggest expenditure was posted by 
Golden Star Resources at 33%, it said.

“Kinross regularly undertakes cost reviews, and ear-
lier this year, we streamlined our leadership structure, 
which the simple analysis fails to take into account,” 
a Kinross spokesman said in an emailed statement. 
“It is also worth highlighting that it is not an apples-

to-apples comparison, as the report’s simple analysis 
notes itself that different companies calculate G&A 
differently.”

A spokesman for Polymetal said the miner didn’t 
immediately have enough information to be able to 
comment. Golden Star didn’t immediately respond 
to an email. “Gold mining is simpler than other types 
of mining, including because of the fact that gold doré 
bars can be transported at very low costs by plane,” 

the council said. “Copper and iron ore producers have 
complex selling arrangements for different concen-
trates and blends as well as heavy trucking and rail 
needs to deliver final products in bulk size, necessitat-
ing higher G&A expenses.”

Other members of the council include John 
Hathaway, the general partner at Tocqueville Asset 
Management, and activist fund manager Livermore 
Partners. 
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By Guardian Reporter

PRESENCE of NMB Business Club in Simi-
yu region has assisted small and medium size 
enterprises learn basic financial manage-
ment skills to professionally run their busi-
nesses.

Simiyu region’s Business Club Chair, Chris-
topher Muhama said last Friday that such 
clubs have also assisted equip SME owners 
and managers with skills to utilise technol-
ogy in running their businesses which stimu-
lates growth.

“Through these clubs we have also man-
aged to get sensitization on how to handle 

credit money by investing in growth of our 
businesses,” Muhama said while noting that 
access to modern technologies has also been 
possible through the NMB Business Club.

He said the regular training that club mem-
bers get from NMB experts has also meant 
that they understand their markets and come 
up with products and services demanded by 
consumers hence operating profitably.

“The club has also assisted business own-
ers who fail to services their loans for vari-
ous reasons seek the bank’s advise on how to 
repay their loans instead of running away,” 
he added saying the regular training being 
conducted by NMB experts has given them 

confidence to borrow and devise repayment 
plans.

One of the club’s members, Mshana Mwa-
nareguma backed Muhama’s arguments by 
testifying that his business capital increased 
from a paltry half a million shillings before 
joining to 30m/- currently thanks to expert 
advice.

“This system has been very important to 
us business owners and especially me be-
cause through regular training which equips 
us with financial skills,” Mwanareguma said 
noting that through the club the business 
community has been able to negotiate loan 
access with NMB officials.

Simiyu business community salutes presence of NMB Business Club
APPRECIATION 

NMB’s Senior Business Manager, Wogofya Mfalamagoha, speaks at a past business club meeting. File photo.

IMF foresees Namibia 
growing in 2020 after 
three-year contraction

FORECAST 

WINDHOEK 

NAMIBIA’S economy will return to growth in 
2020 after contracting for three straight years, but 
a failure to implement structural reforms could 
keep the southwest African nation stuck in a low-
growth trap, according to the International Mon-
etary Fund.

The economy of the world’s largest marine-dia-
mond producer has been hit by a regional drought 
and a slump in South Africa, its bigger neighbour 
that it tracks closely and to whose currency the Na-
mibian dollar is pegged. Gross domestic product 
will contract by 0.2% this year, before expanding 
at 1.6% in 2020, the Washington-based lender said 
in an emailed statement following an article 4 con-
sultation in the country.

However, “absent structural reforms, growth 
is expected to converge to a long-term level of 
about 3%, which is too low to deliver meaningful 
improvements in per capita income and reduce 
unemployment,” the IMF said.

These steps include lowering regulatory compli-

ance costs for businesses, reducing electricity and 
transportation costs by reforming the state-owned 
companies that operate in these sectors, and con-
taining public-sector salary dynamics by avoiding 
regulations that hamper domestic competition.

The IMF’s forecast for this year is more upbeat 
than that of the Bank of Namibia, which has said it 
sees a 1.7% contraction this year.

MAPUTO 

QUERIDA Barequinha intently 

sorts through the coffee beans 

laid out on racks to dry in the 

sun, plucking out any that are 

cracked or misshapen.

“I like growing coffee because 

it earns cash that goes right into 

my pocket,” she said, with a dart-

ing smile. “I can buy soap, cook-

ing oil, schoolbooks and other 

household items. It’s very useful.”

Barequinha has been growing 

coffee for four years on the up-

per slopes of Mount Gorongosa, 

where clouds frequently cover 

the rainforest canopy. A mother 

of seven, Barequinha says she is 

encouraging her family to join 

her in coffee production.

“I would love my kids to have 

the hope of growing coffee and 

what it would mean for them, 

because it offers us a source of 

hope,” she says, in chiGorongosi, 

a dialect of the Sena language. 

Barequinha is one of 400 Mo-

zambican farmers producing cof-

fee that both helps locals earn an 

income while at the same time 

restoring the rapidly eroding 

rainforest of Mount Gorongosa.

At the start of August 2019 

a peace agreement was finally 

signed between Mozambique’s 

government and Renamo rebels 

who had been surging against the 

regime for 6 years. The rebels’ 

military headquarters are near-

by and with peace now on the 

mountaintop, there are plans to 

dramatically scale up coffee pro-

duction, as part of the national 

park’s plan to boost the incomes 

of people living around the park 

as well as revitalising the envi-

ronment.

Mount Gorongosa rises 1,863 

metres (6,112 feet) above Mo-

zambique’s central plains and 

the tropical hardwood forest of 

its upper rainy regions is being 

stripped by local farmers who 

want to grow maize.

Coffee is a crop that can stop 

that deforestation, say park 

experts. Shade-grown coffee 

shrubs produce better tasting 

coffee beans, so the trees are 

planted among indigenous trees. 

Matthew Jordan is an associate 

director of the Agricultural Live-

lihoods Program of Gorongosa 

National Park and he says inter-

spersing local trees such as albi-

zias and other crops with coffee 

trees vastly improves the quality 

of the coffee bean.

“This is native hardwood trees 

planted alongside the coffee 

trees. And what that does is it 

provides its shade about 60 per-

cent, 60/40 percent shade for the 

coffee. And that creates this re-

ally high quality coffee,” says Jor-

dan. Not only does planting more 

trees allow the coffee to thrive, 

but it has improved the environ-

ment.

“We’re in an exponential 

growth phase. So we started with 

this 40,000 trees which is, what 

the coffee that’s produced be-

hind me that’s where that comes 

from, is this pilot phase. And now 

this year we’ve already planted 

300,000 coffee trees,” says Jor-

dan. “That’s the type of scale 

that’s really required to create a 

maximum impact for the com-

munity.”

Twenty years ago Gorongosa 

park was derelict as a result of 

the country’s devastating civil 

war (1977-1992) and much of its 

wildlife had been poached. The 

park is now being revived with 

help from a non-governmental 

organisation supported by Amer-

ican philanthropist Greg Carr 

who is working with the Mozam-

bican government.

The organisation allocates 

more than half of its annual 

budget to supporting the com-

munities that live around the 

park. There are more than 800 

Renamo rebels in three armed 

camps at the top of Mount 

Gorongosa. Their presence had 

been restricting the expansion of 

coffee and other agriculture. But 

CONSERVATION 

Coffee growers help reforest Mozambique’s Mount Gorongosa

NMB Bank Plc’s Western Zone Manager, Sos-
peter Magesse said since introducing the clubs 
countrywide, the bank has disbursed loans 
worth 600bn/- to members most of who are 
petty businesses.

Magese said NMB Clubs members who are in 
excess of 200,000 have also benefitted from ex-
pert training and advice on how best to run and 
grow their businesses while abiding by regula-
tions including paying government taxes.

“But also through these clubs, we have been 
able to get direct feedback from the business 
community which has helped us improve prod-
ucts and services being served in the market,” 
he noted.

He further pointed out that through the clubs, 
the rate of loan defaults has dramatically fallen 
while the bank has seen the number of cases 
lodged in courts to recover loans has also de-
creased significantly.

The bank’s Senior Business Manager, Wogofya 
Mfalamagoha said this year, NMB will send a del-
egation of business people to China to learn how 
to exploit foreign markets through professional 
behaviour.

“The business people will be selected by the 
bank based on performance especially on re-
payment of loans,” Mfalamagoha revealed say-
ing while in China the delegation will also take 
part at a trade fair to showcase their produce.

Elephant hunts start in Botswana with cautious pricing approach

CULLING 

GABORONE 

BOTSWANA has reintroduced ele-

phant hunts with a cautious approach 

to pricing, a move that’s likely to fur-

ther inflame the controversy that’s 

threatening a $2bn tourism industry 

after a five-year ban on hunting was 

lifted.

The government will auction li-

censes to hunting operators for the 

right to shoot 158 elephants but is yet 

to decide on the minimum price it will 

set at the sales, said Kitso Mokaila, the 

country’s environment minister.

There will also be a charge of 20 

000 pula (about R27 000) for each 

of 72 elephant hunting licenses desig-

nated for foreigners, according to gov-

ernment documents seen by Bloomb-

erg. That compares to at least $21 000 

for the right to shoot an elephant in 

neighbouring Zimbabwe.

Botswana has the world’s largest ele-

phant population, with about 130 000 

of the animals roaming free nation-

wide. “It’s a very reasonable price,” 

said Dries van Coller, president of 

the Professional Hunters Association 

in South Africa. “They would rather 

proceed with caution, and see how it 

goes.”

President Mokgweetsi Masisi put 

pachyderms at the centre of the Bot-

swana’s politics ahead of October 

elections, breaking ranks with his pre-

decessor Ian Khama and angering con-

servationists by saying elephants are 

too numerous and threaten villagers. 

While his stance has won widespread 

rural support, it’s prompted warnings 

from US activists that tourists may go 

elsewhere.

Still, by lifting the hunting ban, Bot-

swana has brought itself in line with its 

neighbours.  The number of hunting 

licenses are below the 400 cap it set 

itself, and compares with 500 licenses 

in Zimbabwe and 90 in Namibia.

 In South Africa, foreign hunters 

generated R1.95bn in 2017. Less than 

50 elephants are shot in South Africa 

annually and Zambia has allocated 37 

licenses for this year.

The all-in cost of an elephant hunt 

typically involves several hundred dol-

lars a day for the professional hunters 

who accompany the tourists, as well as 

accommodation and taxidermy fees. 

Hunts can last 10 to 18 days on aver-

age. Most trophy hunters in southern 

Africa come from the US.

“We want to start off cautiously and 

steadily to see if all that we want under 

the guidelines can be done properly,” 

Mokaila said. 

The sales will start soon, he added. 

Tourism, mainly in the form of photo-

graphic safaris around the country’s 

Okavango and Chobe reasons, ac-

counts for a fifth of Botswana’s econ-

omy.

The economy of the world’s 
largest marine-diamond 
producer has been hit by a 
regional drought and a slump in 
South Africa, its bigger neighbour 
that it tracks closely and to 
whose currency the Namibian 
dollar is pegged. Gross domestic 
product will contract by 0.2% this 
year, before expanding at 1.6% in 
2020, 

Kitso Mokaila, Botswana’s environment minister.

Mount Gorongosa coffee farmers. 
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TRADE WAR 

US wants to make meaningful progress in China trade talks
WASHINGTON 

US trade negotiators want to make “meaningful progress” 

in coming talks with China, Treasury Secretary Steven 

Mnuchin said on Thursday. On Wednesday, conciliatory 

gestures by both sides boosted hopes of an eventual resolu-

tion.

Mr Mnuchin was “cautiously optimistic” about chances for 

a deal to resolve the conflict, he told CNBC. But Washington 

and Beijing will first hold talks at the deputy level to ensure 

senior officials who meet later can make advance towards an 

agreement.

“We don’t want a trip that’s just a series of discussions,” Mr 

Mnuchin said. “We want to make meaningful progress.”  He 

repeated his warning that US President Donald Trump would 

only accept a good deal and was willing to raise tariffs further 

to get it.

There have been positive signs this week in the trade con-

flict, now entering its second year. Mr Trump agreed to Bei-

jing’s request to delay a round of tariff increases on $250 bil-

lion worth of goods until October 15, after China agreed to 

spare some US products from its retaliation.

China said on Thursday that it was “making inquiries” about 

buying American farm products including big-ticket items 

such as pork and soybeans, which were not on its earlier list 

of spared goods.

OPPORTUNITY 

S AT U R D AY  1 4  S e p t

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

8 : 0 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u  

1 0 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i  r p t

11 : 0 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

11 : 4 5  U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 2 : 3 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

1 3 : 4 5  H i s t o r i a  y a  u t u m w a  r p t

1 4 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  P i g o  l a  m o y o

1 4 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  A h a d i

1 5 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  M i z e n g w e

1 5 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M t e g o  r p t

1 6 : 0 0  M r  Ta n z a n i a  

1 7 : 0 0  S h a m s h a m  z a  P w a n i  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o :  P i g o  l a  m o y o 

1 9 : 0 0  S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i

1 9 : 3 0  J u n g u  K u u  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  S h a n g w e k a

2 1 : 3 0  K e s h o  l e o

2 2 : 0 0  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m :  I n s t a  M o j a 

2 2 : 1 5  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

2 3 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o  r p t   

0 1 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

 

S U N D AY 1 5  S e p t 

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

8 : 0 0  A l  j a z e e r a

0 9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 0 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o   

11 : 4 5  A i b u  Ya k o

11 : 5 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o 
r p t   

1 2 : 5 0  B o n g o  M o v i e  r p t :  To o  M u c h

1 4 : 0 0  Ta m a s h a  l a  M i c h e z o 

1 5 : 0 0  M w a n g a z a  

1 6 : 0 0  M r  Ta n z a n i a

1 6 : 4 5  I g i z o :  A h a d i

1 7 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  c h a  k i k r i s t o

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 4 5     M a t u k i o  y a  w i k i

1 9 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m :  M j u m i -
t a  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  B i k o

2 1 : 1 0  M i z e n g w e   

2 1 : 3 0  M j u e  Z a i d i

2 2 : 1 5  B o n g o  M o v i e :  N z o a

0 0 : 3 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

  

M O N D AY  1 6  S e p t

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0     I g i z o  r p t :  U t e l e z i 

1 0 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0  K i m y a  M i l e l e

11 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0     A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  J u n g u  k u u  r p t

1 2 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i

1 3 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0     S e r i e s  r p t :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

1 4 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0     M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 0  A i b u  y a k o  r p t

1 8 : 1 5     M a p i s h i  r p t

1 8 : 3 0  K e s h o  L e o

1 9 : 0 0  A f y a  y a  J a m i i   

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  D a k i k a  4 5 

2 2 : 0 0  I n s t a  B e t 

2 2 : 1 5  R i p o t i  m a a l u m

2 3 : 0 0     H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0     T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

0 2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T U E S D AY 1 7  S e p t

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

0 9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0     S h a m s h a m  z a  p w a n i

1 0 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a   

11 : 0 0     S h a m s h a m  z a  p w a n i

11 : 2 5     I g i z o :  M j u m i t a

11 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0     A l  J a z e e r a   

1 2 : 3 0  A f y a  y a  j a m i i  r p t

1 2 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

1 3 : 3 0     K i p i n d i  M a a l u m :  Ta f a k a r i 
r p t

1 3 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m  r p t :  N y u m b a 
n i  c h o o

1 4 : 1 5  R i p o t i  m a a l u m  r p t 

1 4 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0     Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e 

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  K o r e a n  D r a m a :  T h e  G r e a t 
q u e e n  S e o n d u k

1 8 : 5 5  J a r i d a  l a  w a n a w a k e

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0     Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

2 1 : 3 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u

2 2 : 1 5  S e r i e s :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

2 3 : 0 0     H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

W E D N E S D AY 1 8  S e p t  

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0     Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0     K o r e a n :  T h e  G r e a t  q u e e n 
S e o n d u k 

1 0 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0     K o r e a n : T h e  G r e a t  q u e e n -
S e o n d u k

11 : 1 5     S h a n g w e k a  r p t

1 2 : 0 0     A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0     J a r i d a  l a  w a n a w a k e  r p t

1 3 : 0 0     D a k i k a  4 5

1 4 : 0 0  S e r i e s  r p t ;  T h e  S l i n g s h o t 

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u 

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u 

1 8 : 1 5     M i z e n g w e  r p t  

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o  r p t :  P i g o  l a  m o y o

1 9 : 0 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o   

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  A i b u  Ya k o !  H a t a 
w e w e ?  

2 1 : 1 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m :  Ta n e s c o

2 1 : 4 0  K i p i n d i  M a a u m :  R i p o t i 
m a a l u m

2 2 : 1 5  S e r i e s :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

2 3 : 0 0     H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a   

2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T H U R S D AY  1 9  S e p t

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0     I g i z o  r p t :  U t e l e z i

1 0 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0     I g i z o :  U t e l e z i

11 : 1 5  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m  r p t :  R i p o t i 
m a a l u m 

11 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0     A l  j a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 2 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0     S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i 

1 3 : 3 0  Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

1 3 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  M r  Ta n z a n i a  R p t

1 4 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  J a g i n a

1 9 : 0 0  U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 9 : 2 5   K i p i n d i  m a a l u m :  N y u m b a  n i 
c h o o

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  J u k w a a  l a  f i k r a

0 0 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

0 1 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

  

F R I D AY 2 0  S e p t

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a

0 9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0       I s i d i n g o

9 : 5 5       H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0     Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0     H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

1 0 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0     H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

11 : 3 0     U s a f i r i  w a k o

11 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0     A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  r p t :  Ta n e s c o

1 2 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  J a g i n a  r p t

1 3 : 3 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 3 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0    C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 4 : 1 5     M r  Ta n z a n i a  r p t

1 4 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u  – l i v e

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

1 7 : 3 0  I b a d a  y a  k i i s l a m u

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5     M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 3 0  S h a m b a  l u l u

1 9 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  K i p i m a  j o t o

2 3 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

S AT U R D AY  2 1  S e p t

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

8 : 0 0  A l  J a z e e r a  

9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u  

1 0 : 0 0  M j u e  Z a i d i  r p t

11 : 0 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

11 : 4 5  U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 2 : 3 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

1 3 : 4 5  K e s h o  l e o  r p t

1 4 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  U t e l e z i

1 4 : 4 5  I g i z o  r p t :  P i g o  l a  m o y o 

1 5 : 1 5  I g i z o  r p t :  M i z e n g w e

1 5 : 3 0  I g i z o :  M j u m i t a  r p t

1 6 : 0 0  M r  Ta n z a n i a  

1 7 : 0 0  S h a m s h a m  z a  P w a n i  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u  

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  I g i z o :  A h a d i 

1 9 : 0 0  S a n a a  n a  w a s a n i i

1 9 : 3 0  J u n g u  K u u  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  S h a n g w e k a

2 1 : 3 0  K e s h o  l e o

2 2 : 0 0  K i p i n d i  m a a l u m :  I n s t a  M o j a 

2 2 : 1 5  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o

2 3 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o  r p t   

0 1 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

 

S U N D AY 2 2  S e p t 

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 0 0  H a b a r i   

8 : 0 0  A l  j a z e e r a

0 9 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 0 : 0 0  I s i d i n g o   

11 : 4 5  A i b u  Ya k o

11 : 5 0  H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i  w a m o 
r p t   

1 2 : 3 0  Ta m a s h a  l a  M i c h e z o 

1 3 : 3 0  J u k w a a  l a  f i k r a  r p t

1 7 : 3 0  M r  Ta n z a n i a

1 7 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  c h a  k i k r i s t o

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 4 5     M a t u k i o  y a  w i k i

1 9 : 3 0  I g i z o :  P i g o  l a  m o y o  

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 5  B i k o

2 1 : 1 0  M i z e n g w e   

2 1 : 3 0  M j u e  Z a i d i

2 2 : 1 5  B o n g o  M o v i e :  F r i e n d s

0 0 : 3 0  S e r i e s  r p t :  T h e  S l i n g s h o t

  

“It is expected that China will be buy-

ing large amounts of our agricultural 

products,” Mr Trump tweeted early 

on Thursday. American farmers have 

borne the brunt of the US-China trade 

dispute, especially after US soy exports 

collapsed last year, virtually wiping out 

foreign markets that farmers had spent 

years cultivating.

Mr Trump has accused Beijing of re-

neging on promises to buy more US 

farm goods and has offered billions in 

aid to farms badly damaged in the trade 

war. Senior US and Chinese officials 

are due to hold preliminary talks this 

month, in preparation for meetings in 

early October led by Mr Mnuchin and 

US trade representative Bob Lighthizer.

“We clearly didn’t make the progress 

we wanted to” at the last meeting in 

Shanghai in late July, Mr Mnuchin said. 

“I’m cautiously optimistic. I take the 

Chinese in good faith that they want to 

come here with a deal now.”

But he said Mr Trump was “prepared 

to keep these tariffs in place. He’s pre-

Nokia seeing big 
business in small 
budget phones 

DUBAI 

FINNISH smartphone 
brand Nokia is aiming to re-
vive its old magic in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa 
– known for its appetite for 
high-end smartphones – by 
targeting the budget-con-
scious customers.

The company, which sold 
its first smartphone in the 
second half of 2017 after a 
hiatus of nearly four years, 
plans to increase its market 
share by offering affordable 
phones and regular soft-
ware and security updates 
to consumers, said Sanmeet 
Kochhar, general manager of 
HMD Global Middle East and 
acting vice-president for the 
wider Mena region.

HMD is the sole seller of 
Nokia phones globally. It has 
a direct presence in 80 coun-
tries but sells Nokia handsets 
in more than 180 countries.

“We are responsible for the 
next chapter of Nokia smart-
phones … with zero market 
share in 2016, currently we 
are number one in the units’ 
sales of smartphone and fea-
ture phone together in the 
Middle East,” Mr Kochhar 
told The National.

Nokia is among the top five 
brands in terms of smart-
phone sales, Mr Kochhar 
said, citing numbers from 
the International Data Cor-
poration. But it is the larg-
est seller of feature phones 
– handsets that allow basic 
services such as WhatsApp 
messaging but lack the ad-
vanced functionalities of a 
smartphone.

“Our feature phones are 
the first choice of consum-
ers, who want to digitally 
detoxify during weekends or 
keep an emergency phone 
for calls and text, with more 
than 25-day battery life,” said 
Mr Kochhar.

Headquartered in Espoo, 
Finland HMD has a 10-year 
exclusive licence from Nokia 
to run its smartphone busi-
ness. HMD is responsible for 
design, research and devel-
opment, manufacturing, sell-
ing and after sales services of 
Nokia devices.

The company shipped 
nearly 4.8 million Nokia 
smartphones globally in 
the second quarter to June, 
an annual growth rate of al-
most 20 per cent, according 
to research company Coun-
terpoint in Hong Kong. “We 
have strong partnerships 
with companies like Google, 
Foxconn and Qualcomm, 
therefore bringing the best 
Android and hardware ex-
perience to consumers,” said 
Mr Kochhar.

Nokia sold its smartphone 
business to Microsoft in 
2013, after which the Ameri-
can company was making 
phones under the brand 
name of Lumia. However, 
Nokia bought back the busi-
ness in 2016, before handing 
the management to HMD.

The company managed to 
offer the latest Android Pie 
operating system – launched 
in August last year – to most 
of its users. Almost 96 per 
cent of Nokia smartphones 
sold since the third quarter 
of 2018 are running on Pie, 
according to Counterpoint.

“Every month, we re-
lease a new security up-
date for all our devices, 
irrespective of price and 
make. Hardware quickly 
becomes obsolete, so 
we believe software will 
play the real differentia-
tor for consumers,” said 
Mr Kochhar. Founded in 
2016, HMD’s revenue grew 
28 per cent to $2.8 billion 
(Dh10.3bn) with a total 
equity investment of $115 
million last year. It closed 
a Series A funding round in 
2018, raising $100m, and is 
now raising a larger Series 
B round.

“We have chalked out 
clear investment areas to 
drive the future of Nokia 
phones, including affordable 
5G phones, software security 
management and innova-
tions in the feature phone 
segment,” said Mr Koch-
har. HMD has outsourced 
the manufacturing of Nokia 
phones to third parties with 
facilities in Argentina, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, China and 
India.

Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing Chief Ex-

ecutive, Carrie Lam, warned the US on 

Tuesday not to interfere with her gov-

ernment’s response to the protests. Re-

ducing America’s huge trade deficit with 

China has long been one of Mr Trump’s 

principal aims, but so far it has proven 

unsuccessful. In 2018, the US goods 

trade deficit with China was $419.52bn.

Mr Trump has long regarded deficits 

to be a defeat for the US, saying they 

amount to stealing. It is a position reject-

ed by most economists. Meanwhile, he 

insists that the protracted trade war is 

damaging China more than the US and 

that China is “eating the tariffs.”

The US Treasury has taken in $66bn 

in Customs duties in the 11 months to 

the end of August, 73 per cent more 

than in the same period last year. The 

tariffs are paid by American importers. 

Experts have warned there are signs the 

US is also feeling the pinch, with job cre-

ation slowing across major industries 

last month, and manufacturing losing 

pace.

pared to raise tariffs if we need to raise tariffs.” The 

president’s hardline trade adviser, Peter Navarro, 

told CNN Thursday that the US was focused on 

“seven acts of economic aggression” by China.

Mr Navarro said they included hacking US com-

puters to steal business secrets, intellectual prop-

erty theft and currency manipulation. Mr Mnuchin 

said Hong Kong’s pro-democracy movement was 

“definitely not on the table.”

“That is an issue for the Secretary of State [Mike 

Pompeo] to deal with,” he said. Millions of people 

have demonstrated over the past 14 weeks in the 

biggest challenge to China’s rule of the financial 

centre since its handover from Britain in 1997.

Sanmeet Singh Kochhar, general manager of HMD Global for 
Middle East. 

US Treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin spoke to the media outside the White House in Washington DC on 
Thursday.
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 IRAN dismissed accusations by 
the United States that it was behind 
attacks on Saudi oil plants that risk 
disrupting global energy supplies and 
warned yesterday that U.S. bases and 
aircraft carriers in the region were in 
range of its missiles.

Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi group 
claimed responsibility for Saturday’s 
attacks that knocked out more than 
half of Saudi oil output or more than 
5% of global supply, but U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo accused Iran of 
the attack on the world’s energy sup-
ply.

The drone strikes on plants in the 
heartland of Saudi Arabia’s oil indus-
try, including the world’s biggest pe-
troleum processing facility, were ex-
pected to send oil prices up $3-$5 per 
barrel on Monday as tensions rise in 
the Middle East.

Iranian foreign ministry spokesman 
Abbas Mousavi, speaking on state TV, 
dismissed the U.S. allegation as “point-
less”. A senior Revolutionary Guards 
commander warned that the Islamic 
Republic was ready for “full-fledged” 
war.

“Everybody should know that all 

American bases and their aircraft car-
riers in a distance of up to 2,000 kil-
ometers around Iran are within the 
range of our missiles,” the semi-official 
Tasnim news agency quoted com-
mander Amirali Hajizadeh as saying.

State oil giant Saudi Aramco said the 
attack cut output by 5.7 million barrels 
per day, about half the kingdom’s pro-
duction, at a time when Aramco is try-
ing to ready itself for what is expected 
to be the world’s largest share sale.

Aramco gave no timeline for out-
put resumption but said early Sun-
day it would give a progress update 
in around 48 hours. A source close to 
the matter told Reuters the return to 
full oil capacity could take “weeks, not 
days”.

Traders and analysts said crude may 
spike to as high as $100 if Riyadh fails 
to quickly bring back supply. 

The kingdom, the world’s top oil ex-
porter, ships more than 7 million bar-
rels of oil to global destinations every 
day.

Riyadh said it would compensate for 
the loss by drawing on reserves which 
stood at 188 million barrels in June, 
according to official data. The United 
States said it was also ready to tap 
emergency oil reserves if needed.

Iran dismisses US 
claim it was behind 
Saudi oil attacks, 
says ready for war

The Saudi bourse opened down 2.3% on Sun-
day but later pared some losses. Saudi petro-
chemical firms announced a significant reduc-
tion in feedstock supplies.

“Abqaiq is the nerve center of the Saudi energy 
system. Even if exports resume in the next 24-48 
hours, the image of invulnerability has been al-
tered,” Helima Croft, global head of commodity 
strategy at RBC Capital Markets, told Reuters.

Saudi authorities have yet to blame any party 
for the strike, but linked it to a recent series of 
attacks on Saudi oil assets and crude tankers in 
Gulf waters.

SAUDI READY TO ACT

Pompeo said there was no evidence the attack 
came from Yemen, where a Saudi-led coalition 
has been battling the Houthis for over four years 
in a conflict widely seen as a proxy war between 
rivals Sunni Muslim Saudi Arabia and Shi’ite Iran.

Riyadh has accused Iran and its proxies of be-
ing behind previous attacks on oil pumping sta-
tions and the Shaybah oilfield, charges Tehran 
denies.

Some Iraqi media outlets said the attack origi-
nated from there, where Iran-backed paramili-
tary groups wield increasing power. Iraq denied 
this on Sunday and vowed to punish anyone us-
ing Iraq as a launchpad for attacks.

Regional tensions have escalated since Wash-
ington quit an international nuclear deal and ex-
tended sanctions on Iran to choke off its vital oil 
exports.

France, condemning Saturday’s attack, said 
such actions “can only worsen regional tensions 
and risk of conflict”. Turkey, an ally of Iran, called 
for the avoidance of “provocative steps” that 
could harm regional stability.

The attack comes after U.S. President Donald 
Trump said a meeting with Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani was possible at the United Na-
tions General Assembly in New York this month. 
Tehran ruled out talks until sanctions are lifted.

“Amid all the calls for de-escalation, Iran has 
now launched an unprecedented attack on the 
world’s energy supply,” Pompeo said in a Twitter 
post on Saturday.

Saudi de facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman told Trump by telephone on Satur-
day that Riyadh was willing and able to deal with 
the “terrorist aggression”.

A senior Emirati official said the UAE, Riyadh’s 
main partner in the Western-backed military 
coalition in Yemen, would fully support Saudi 
Arabia as the assault “targets us all”.

The UAE, concerned about the rising tensions 
with Iran and Western criticism of the war, has 
scaled down its military presence in Yemen, leav-
ing Riyadh to try to neutralize the Houthis to pre-
vent Iran from gaining influence along its border.

Riyadh accuses Iran of arming the Houthis, a 
charge both of them deny.

Iran’s foreign minister Mohammed Javad Za-
rif tweeted that Washington and its allies were 
“stuck in Yemen” and that blaming Tehran “won’t 
end the disaster”.

The conflict has been in military stalemate for 
years. The alliance has air supremacy but has 
come under global scrutiny over civilian deaths 
and a humanitarian crisis that has pushed mil-
lions to the brink of famine.

The Houthis, more adept at guerrilla warfare, 
have stepped up missile and drone attacks on 
Saudi cities, thwarting U.N. peace efforts.

    Agencies

CHINA’S reform and opening up has 
brought three major opportunities for 
Africa’s development.

First of all, China’s industrial upgrad-
ing provides an opportunity for Africa’s 
industrialization. 

History has proved that wealth 
comes from industrialization. A proper 
way to industrialization is to develop 
labor-intensive manufacturing indus-
try based on comparative advantages. 
In addition, only by entering the global 
market, which creates sufficient em-
ployment and attracts rural labors, can 
industrialization, modernization and 
urbanization be achieved.

Japan, the Republic of Korea (ROK), 
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, and In-
donesia have all completed such prac-
tice and transformed from agricultural 
society to modern industrial economy 
after the World War II, by grasping the 
global relocation of labor-intensive 
processing industries. 

At present, with the rising salary of 
the Chinese, China’s industrial upgrad-
ing will drive a new round of relocation 
of labor-intensive industries. It will of-
fer the largest-ever opportunity for Af-
rican countries.

Second, the Belt and Road Initiative 
creates conditions for Africa’s infra-

structure construction.
The Belt and Road Initiative and the 

10 major plans for China-Africa coop-
eration initiated by China will create 
a favorable environment for African 
countries to seize the “largest ever op-
portunity”.

Africa boasts for abundant and 
cheap labor for the development of la-
bor-intensive industries, but low factor 
cost is not enough for African countries 
to gain a foothold in the global market. 
They must further lower the total cost, 
and the transaction cost in total cost 
depends on the development of infra-
structure.

At present, the prevalence of un-
derdeveloped infrastructure in Africa 
has become a bottleneck for the con-
tinent’s development. Fortunately, the 
Belt and Road Initiative and 10 major 
plans for China-Africa cooperation can 
find a solution to the bottleneck and 
create conditions for Africa to seize the 
opportunity to realize industrializa-
tion. 

Third, China’s development provides 
new ideas for Africa. 

China has achieved tremendous 
development in the past 40 years of 
reform and opening up, which can be 
largely attributed to its change of devel-

opment ideas.
In the past, some African countries 

copied development strategies from 
developed countries in the west. How-
ever, these strategies have been proven 
to be ineffective for African countries 
since they only suit the conditions in 
developed world. 

Started as one of the world’s most un-
derdeveloped countries, China shared 
similar basic development conditions 
with Africa. 

Therefore, the experience and theo-
ries drawn from China’s 40 years of 
reform and opening are of more value 
of reference for African and other de-

veloping countries.
What China has achieved in the past 

40 years indicates that poverty is not 
destined, but something that every 
country is able to get rid of, and the key 
to prosperity lies in industrialization, 
modernization, and globalization.

China-Africa cooperation generates 
opportunities, conditions, and ideas 
for African countries’ industrialization. 
China and African countries will work 
together to achieve common prosperi-
ty defined in the construction of a com-
munity of a shared future for mankind.

  People’s Daily

China’s reform and opening up creates three major opportunities for Africa

HARARE

SOUTH African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said Saturday his 
country is working hard to end 
xenophobic attacks being perpe-
trated by South Africans on for-
eign nationals.

Speaking at the state funeral 
for the late former leader of Zim-
babwe Robert Mugabe in Harare, 
Ramaphosa (pictured) said South 
Africans were not xenophobic 
and apologized to Zimbabweans 
and Africans for the bout of the 
xenophobic violence which has 

left over 12 people - including two 
Zimbabweans - dead and hun-
dreds displaced. 

“In the past two weeks we as 
South Africans have been going 
through a challenging period. We 
have had acts of violence erupt-
ing in some parts of our country, 
some of which was directed at 
nationals from other Africa coun-
tries,” said Ramaphosa. 

 “This has led to the deaths 
and injury of a number of peo-
ple, some of whom were nation-
als from other countries. I stand 
before you as a fellow African to 

express my regret and to apolo-
gize for what has happened in our 
country,” Ramaphosa said.

Ramaphosa said what has hap-
pened in South Africa is against 
the principle of unity of the Afri-
can people that the late Mugabe 
and late former South African 

president Nelson Mandela and 
other late African revolutionary 
leaders stood for. 

“I stand before you fellow Zim-
babweans, fellow Africans to say 
we are working very hard to en-
courage all our people in South 
Africa to embrace people from all 
African countries. I would like to 
state it here and now that South 
Africa is not xenophobic. 

They are not against nationals 
from other countries. “We wel-
come people from other coun-
tries and we are going to work 
very hard to encourage and 

promote social cohesion of all 
the people of South Africa work-
ing and living side by side with 
people from other parts of the 
continent,” Ramaphosa said in 
a speech after Zimbabweans at-
tending the funeral service at the 
National Sports Stadium had ex-
pressed their displeasure to him 
over the violence. 

Following the violence, the Zim-
babwe government this week re-
patriated 96 nationals from South 
Africa as xenophobic attacks in 
the neighboring country intensify.

       Xinhua 

South African president apologises to Africans for xenophobic attacks

Cooperation with 
China helps Africa 
in modernising 
industrial chain
KAMPALA

 ACROSS African continent, China-backed companies, 
industrial parks and infrastructural projects are helping 
Africa on growth quality, efficiency and industrial upgrad-
ing. 

In and out of the Ugandan capital Kampala, there are a 
lot of buildings painted with advertisements of Goodwill 
-- a Chinese ceramics tile company that relocated from 
China to Africa in an internationalization move.

 Goodwill opened shop in Uganda in 2017 after it had 
established factories in Tanzania and Ghana in 2015 and 
in 2010 in Nigeria. 

With the factories in East and West Africa, Goodwill 
hopes to revolutionize the ceramic tile making industry in 
Africa, according to Jiang Ke, deputy managing director of 
Goodwill Uganda. 

“In African market, we have four factories producing 
about 25-30 percent of the whole continental production 
capacity, which means we are the biggest ceramic tile fac-
tory in Africa,” Jiang told Xinhua in a recent interview.

Most of the ceramic tiles in Africa are imported from Eu-
rope and Asia, although there are a few factories in Egypt 
and South Africa. 

By setting up in Africa, Goodwill is targeting to explore 
the growing market and also save African countries from 
spending their foreign exchange, said Jiang, adding that 
Goodwill is also bringing many local jobs and government 
tax revenue. 

He said in China, Goodwill now do not have a factory 
apart from their headquarters and a procurement center. 
For many Chinese firms that are seeking overseas expan-
sion, Africa is one of the desired destinations due to the 
increased cooperation between the continent and China. 

Over the last four years, China has announced over 
120 billion U.S. dollars to boost is cooperation with Africa 
through the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). 

The first announcement of 60 billion dollars was in 2015 
during the FOCAC summit in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
The second batch was annouced last year in September 
during the Beijing summit on the FOCAC.

This cooperation has paved way for massive construc-
tion of transport and energy infrastructure projects across 
the continent. 

In Uganda, China financed the already commissioned 
183 Megawatt Isimba Hydro Power Plant. The Asian coun-
try is also financing the construction of the 600 Megawatt 
Karuma Hydro Power Plant.

 This is in addition to other projects like financing road 
construction and expansion of the country’s Entebbe In-
ternational Airport.   All these efforts, according to the 
Ugandan government, are unlocking the country’s eco-
nomic potential. 

Jiang said these enabling factors and also a good busi-
ness environment provided by the Ugandan government, 
helped Goodwill to quicken its decision to invest in Ugan-
da. Goodwill set up its 35 million-dollar factory at Liaosh-
en, a Chinese industrial park located in Nakaseke district 
about 70km north of the Kampala.

According to the company, it now commands a share of 
over 70 percent of Uganda’s tile market. Most of the tiles 
were imported from China and India. 

The factory produces about 28,000-34,000 square me-
ters of tiles per day, some of which are exported to neigh-
boring Lwanda, Kenya, and South Sudan, among others.  

While commissioning the factory last year in Septem-
ber, Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni said the fac-
tory would save the country 35 million dollars per year 
through import substitution and also export tiles worth 15 
million dollars.  Jiang said the factory employs about 800 
local people. 

He said that although the company faces some challeng-
es like the high transportation costs, they are determined 
to stay in Africa.

 He said in Uganda, only about 40-50 percent of what 
the factory produce is consumed.Jiang said they are now 
looking at more investment opportunities like dealing in 
construction materials. 

LONDON

THE Russian Embassy in the 
UK has called on London to aban-
don its attempts to cause rifts in 
Ukrainian society, the embassy’s 
press officer said on Saturday.

 This comment came as a reac-
tion to recent statements by Brit-
ish Minister of State for Europe 
and the Americas Christopher 
Pincher, who demanded during 
his speech at the Yalta European 
Strategy (YES) conference that 
Russia stop obstructing naviga-
tion in the Kerch Strait.

“We call on London to abandon 
attempts to cause an artificial rift 
in the Ukrainian society and to 

finally play a constructive role in 
the process of national accord,” 
the Russian diplomat said. 

“We would like to be proven 
wrong, however, judging by Pinch-
er’s words, real improvement of 
the situation in Ukraine would not 
be in the interest of London, as it 
would lower possibilities for exac-
erbating anti-Russian sentiment. 

This is also proven by the con-
cerned publications in the British 
media on European politicians re-
peatedly speaking in favor of nor-
malizing relations with Russia,” 
the embassy press officer said.

“On the one hand, Pincher has 
repeated the notorious British ap-
proaches to the “Russian aggres-

sion,” “obstructing navigation in 
the Kerch Strait,” etc., and due to 
this, his words do not seem new. 

At the same time it is obvious 
that the British rhetoric has re-
mained unchanged despite cer-
tain positive changes in the regu-
lation of the domestic Ukrainian 

crisis,” he noted.
“In cooperation with its respon-

sible partners and international 
organizations, Russia continues 
to do everything in its power to 
facilitate regulation. 

The recent exchange of prison-
ers and detained persons, the aim 
of which is to facilitate the atmos-
phere for developing contacts be-
tween Kiev, Donetsk and Lugansk 
to implement the Minsk Agree-
ments, is testimony to that,” the 
Russian diplomat reminded.

Moscow has repeatedly stated 
that Russia does not obstruct 
navigation of vessels, including 
military ones, through the Kerch 
Strait.

On November 25, 2018, three 
Ukrainian warships, en route 
from Odessa to Mariupol, illegally 
crossed Russia’s state border, en-
tered Russia’s territorial waters in 
the Kerch Strait and started per-
forming dangerous maneuvers. 

Despite the repeated warnings 
and demands to stop, the Ukrain-
ian vessels continued their way, 
forcing Russia to use weapons. 
All three Ukrainian ships were de-
tained in the Black Sea, along with 
24 Ukrainian sailors.

On September 7, Moscow and 
Kiev carried out a “35 for 35” ex-
change of detainees, which in-
cluded the 24 Ukrainian sailors 
detained in the Kerch Strait.

UK must abandon attempts to cause rifts in Ukrainian society - Russian embassy

Smoke is seen following a fire at Aramco facility in the eastern city of Abqaiq, Saudi Arabia, on Sat-

urday. REUTERS

President Yoweri Museveni checks out some of the tiles 

samples manufactured at Goodwill ceramics tiles . File pho-

to
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JUBA

THE ongoing efforts by South 
Sudan President Salva Kiir to 
broker peace between the newly 
formed Sudanese government 
and opposition groups allied to 
Juba heralds a new era of nor-
malization of ties between two 
former civil war foes, experts 
have said.

The Sudanese peace talks 
commenced on Monday in Juba 
and concluded Wednesday with 
a peace road map that will see 
the parties resume official talks 
on Oct. 14. 

The talks aim to end conflicts 
in Darfur, Blue Nile and South 
Kordofan regions in the after-
math of an earlier ceasefire deal 
reached between the parties. 

They also aim to include these 
opposition groups in the tran-
sitional government formed in 
July by the Transitional Military 
Council (TMC) and the oppo-
sition Forces of Freedom and 
Change (FFC). 

Mohamed Hamdan Daqlu, 
military general and deputy 
head of TMC led a high-level del-
egation from the ruling Sover-
eign Council and met with these 
rebel groups under Sudan Revo-
lutionary Front (SRF) headed by 
El Hadi Idris of the Sudan Lib-
eration Movement-Transitional 
Council (SLM-TC).

The rebel groups which in-
clude the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement/Army-North 
sector (SPLM/A-N) under Malik 
Agar, Justice Equality Movement 
( JEM) under Jibril Ibrahim, Dem-

ocratic Union Party led by Eltom 
Hajou, Sudan Liberation Move-
ment (SLM-MM) under Minni 
Minnawi fought against former 
Sudanese president Omar-Al 
Bashir.

James Okuk, lecturer of politi-
cal science at University of Juba, 
said that the latest development 
pointed at normalizing relations 
between the two countries.

 “These are politicians who 
want to make maximum gain 
out of the situation in each oth-
er’s country. Juba wants to see 
that their friends and favorites 
are getting power and in key po-
sitions in Khartoum so that they 
do not fear any regime change 
here,” said Okuk.

 He disclosed that Juba wants 
to take advantage of the current 
transition in Khartoum in the 
wake of the ouster of Al-Bashir 
in April. 

“The new government in Su-
dan also wants to take advan-
tage of Juba. Juba is struggling 
to implement the peace agree-
ment and Riek Machar is sitting 
in Khartoum and he is key to the 

implementation of the (peace) 
agreement,” said Okuk.

Machar, Sudan People’s Liber-
ation Movement-In-Opposition 
(SPLM-IO) leader who has been 
under house arrest since 2016 
visited Juba on Monday where 
he met President Kiir accompa-
nied by Daqlu. 

“So, they are bringing him 
here (Machar) and say, look he 
is our friend and we want him 
to come and work with you in 
your government, and while he 
is here, we are sure that nobody 
will do subversive activities 
against us in Khartoum. 

These are some of the give and 
take issues,” said Okuk. Okuk 
disclosed that the international 
community was keenly moni-
toring the Sudanese talks and 
peace implementation process 
in Juba, where Machar will re-
turn in November to take up one 
of the four vice presidency posts 
under the 2018 revitalized peace 
deal signed in Ethiopia.

He said that South Sudan 
needs peace more than anything 
and that the international com-

munity will avail much needed 
support to Kiir’s administration 
when the parties commit to full 
implementation of the peace 
deal.

Jacob Dut Chol, a professor 
of politics at University of Juba, 
said both Sudan and South Su-
dan have realized that peace 
and security are intertwined 
and have no othe r option than 
to normalize relations. 

“The Sudanese government 
has come to realize that normal-
izing relations with South Sudan 
will help bring peace and stabil-
ity to both countries,” said Chol. 
The two countries in the past 
accused each other of backing 
rebels fighting in each other’s 
territories.

 “It’s a good gesture by presi-
dent Kiir because he is trying 
to say that I don’t want to be 
blamed that I have not done my 
part, because if you don’t do that 
and the rebels are now in Juba, 
the new Sudanese government 
will accuse Juba of harboring 
rebels,” said Chol.

Chol disclosed that normal-
izing relations is key to settling 
unresolved post-secession con-
tentious issues that include debt 
owed to Sudan by Juba, and de-
marcation of the common bor-
der. 

Simon Atem, a Juba-based 
political analyst said that peace 
mediation efforts by President 
Kiir pointed at beginning of rap-
prochement between the two 
countries after South Sudan 
won independence from Sudan 
in 2011.     Xinhua

South Sudan’s peace mediation in Khartoum heralds improved ties

LONDON

BRITISH Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson likened himself to the comic 
book character The Incredible Hulk 
in a newspaper interview where he 
stressed his determination to take 
Britain out of the European Union on 
Oct. 31.

The Mail on Sunday newspaper re-
ported that Johnson said he would 
find a way to circumvent a recent par-
liament vote ordering him to delay 
Brexit rather than take Britain out of 
the EU without a transition deal.

“The madder Hulk gets, the stronger 
Hulk gets,” Johnson was quoted as say-
ing. “Hulk always escaped, no matter 
how tightly bound in he seemed to be 
- and that is the case for this country. 
We will come out on October 31.”

Britain’s parliament has repeat-
edly rejected the exit deal Johnson’s 
predecessor Theresa May negotiated 
with the EU, and this month rejected 
leaving without a deal - angering many 
Britons who voted to leave the bloc 
more than three years ago.

Johnson wants to harness that anger 
to win a majority in an early national 
election, but his efforts to call one 
have so far been thwarted by opposi-
tion parties who want to first ensure 
Britain cannot leave the EU without a 
deal on Oct. 31.

The Liberal Democrats party, which 
has 18 seats in Britain’s 650-seat parlia-
ment, on Sunday made its bid for the 
votes of those who want remain in the 
EU, toughening its anti-Brexit stance 
to say it would stop the exit process if 
it won power in an election, and would 
reject any Brexit deal Johnson struck.

“If people put into government as a 
majority government, the ‘Stop Brexit’ 
party, then stopping Brexit is exactly 
what people will get,” party leader Jo 
Swinson said.

HUGE PROGRESS

Johnson has said he wants to negoti-
ate a new deal that does not involve a 
‘backstop’, which would potentially tie 
Britain against its will to EU rules af-
ter it leaves in order to avoid checks 
on the border between Ireland and 
Northern Ireland.

The EU has so far insisted on the 
backstop, and Britain has not pre-
sented any detailed alternative.

Nonetheless, Johnson said he was 
“very confident” ahead of a meeting 
with European Commission Presi-
dent Jean-Claude Juncker on Mon-
day.

“There’s a very, very good conver-
sation going on about how to ad-
dress the issues of the Northern Irish 
border. A huge amount of progress is 
being made,” Johnson told the Mail 

UK’s Johnson, likening himself to Incredible Hulk, vows Oct. 31 Brexit

on Sunday, without giving details.
The opposition Labour Party 

called for more details on what John-
son was proposing.

Johnson drew parallels between 
Britain’s situation in Brexit talks and 
the frustrations felt by fictional sci-
entist Bruce Banner, who when en-
raged turned into the super-strong 
Incredible Hulk, frequently leaving 
behind a trail of destruction.

“Banner might be bound in man-

CHINA’S stable grain output 
serves as the ballast stone for 
national food security, and 
gives the country confidence to 
address various domestic and 
foreign economic risks, said 
Chinese Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs Han Changfu.

The country’s grain output 
is expected to exceed 600 bil-
lion kilograms in 2018, the 6th 
year with a grain yield remain-
ing above 600 million tons, 
Han said in an interview with 
People’s Daily about China’s 
agricultural development and 
how it supports and influences 
the national economy.

About 600 million Chinese 

people are now living in rural 
areas, indicating a huge market 
demand, said Han, who is also 
director of the Office of Central 
Rural Work Leading Group. 
With the advancement of rural 
revitalization and urbanization, 
rural consumption will increas-
ingly stimulate the national 
economic growth, he no---ted. 

The minister stressed that 
China’s rural market has great 
potential and huge space for 
development.

He elaborated that in 2017, 
China’s new industries and new 
forms of business offered non-
agricultural jobs for 28 million 
rural people. 

About 280 million farmers 
left their homes to be migrant 
workers, which provided suf-
ficient labor force for urban 
development and instilled 
vigor into rural revitalization, 
he said, adding that leisure 
agriculture and rural tourism 
attracted 2.8 billion people last 
year, creating revenue of 700 
billion yuan for rural areas.

China has been opening up 
its agricultural market, Han 
noted. The country, with huge 
agricultural trade volume, has 
become the world’s largest 
importer, the second largest 
trader, and the largest sales 
destination in terms of agricul-

tural products, according to 
him.

It is also the world’s larg-
est buyer of such agricultural 
products as soybeans, sugar 
and cotton, he added. 

China’s total overseas invest-
ment in agriculture reached 
$2.22 billion in 2017, and that 
in the past five years hit $18 
billion, involving over 100 
countries. 

China’s opening up in 
agriculture, according to the 
minister, has been further 
promoted thanks to the Belt 
and Road Initiative. Currently, 
China has signed more than 
120 cooperation agreements 

on agriculture with over 60 
countries and international 
organizations participating 
in the initiative, and actively 
strengthened policy alignment 
with the latter. 

The country has invested 
over 70 billion yuan in more 
than 200 agricultural projects 
in Belt and Road countries 
with the total trade volume of 
agricultural products reaching 
$46.58 billion.

Han pledged that China’s 
agriculture will open wider to 
the outside world. The country 
had a trade surplus in agricul-
tural products in 2001 when it 
joined the World Trade Orga-

nization (WTO), back to when 
the total amount of agricultural 
trade was only $27 billion. 

However, China now has a 
trade deficit in agricultural 
products. Its total trade volume 
in agricultural products hit 
$200 billion in 2017, with the 
import and export of agricul-
tural products amounting to 
$130 billion and $70 billion, 
respectively, he added.

China’s trade deficit with the 
US in agricultural products 
hit $16.4 billion last year. The 
country imported agricultural 
products worth $24.1 billion 
from the US in 2017, account-
ing for 19.2 percent of its total 

agricultural import, while its 
export of agricultural prod-
ucts to the latter was only $7.7 
billion, 10.2 percent of its total 
agricultural exports. 

A fair, equitable and mutu-
ally beneficial trade globaliza-
tion brings a sense of gain to 
people around the world, while 
trade frictions will only harm 
the rights and interests of both 
sides concerned, said Han, 
adding that China is confident 
to address both challenges 
and opportunities in China-
US trade frictions because its 
economy is resilient and pro-
vides enough space to maneu-
ver.   People’s Daily

Chinese agriculture able to cope with risks, says minister 

ANKARA

THE second stage of Russia’s de-
liveries of S-400 missile systems to 
Turkey has been completed, Tur-
key’s Ministry of National Defense an-
nounced yesterday.

“Today the supplies of the second 
battery of the S-400 have been com-
pleted at the Murted airfield in Anka-
ra,” the statement said.

The S-400 supplies to Turkey began 
on August 27, 2019.

The first reports about the talks 
between Russia and Turkey on the 
deliveries of S-400 air defense missile 
systems emerged in November 2016. 
Russia confirmed in September 2017 
that the relevant contract worth $2.5 
billion had been signed. 

Under the contract, Ankara will get 
a regiment set of S-400 air defense 
missile systems (two battalions). 

The deal also envisages partial 
transfer of production technology to 
the Turkish side. The first supplies be-
gan on July 12.

The United States and NATO have 
slammed Turkey’s S-400 deal with 
Russia. 

On July 17, the White House press 
secretary said in a statement that Tur-
key’s decision to buy Russian-made 
S-400 air defense missile systems ren-
dered Ankara ’s further participation 
in the US fifth-generation F-35 fighter-
bombers program (Lightning II) im-
possible.

   Agencies

Turkish defense 
ministry says 
second stage of 
Russia’s S-400 
deliveries 
completed

WORLD NEWS

acles, but when provoked he would 
explode out of them,” he said.

The Sunday Times reported that 
Johnson’s senior adviser Dominic 
Cummings had raised the idea of 
suspending parliament for a sec-
ond time. Parliament is currently 
suspended until Oct. 14 - a decision 
which is being challenged in the 
courts by those who say it is an at-
tempt to block debate on Brexit.

STOP BREXIT PARTY

ADDIS ABABA

THE African Union (AU) on 
Saturday urged African coun-
tries and pan African institu-
tions to exert concerted efforts 
towards tackling post-harvest 
food loss and waste in Africa 
so as to ensure the continent’s 
food security.

The AU, noting that Africa 
has “remained the most food 
insecure continent in the 
world, with approximately 1 
in 4 people undernourished,” 
associated the continent’s 
food insecurity woes to a high 
amount of post-harvest food 
loss and waste as witnessed 
across many African countries. 

“Over the  years, most African 
governments have focused on  
increasing production to meet 
the food and nutrition needs 
of the ever  rising population 
which is estimated to reach 2.5 
billion by the year 2050,” the 
55-member pan African bloc 
said in a statement. 

According to the AU, in-
creased agricultural produc-
tion without complementary 
interventions to ensure proper 
utilization of the food pro-
duced has contributed to the 
reported increase in post-har-
vest food loss and waste over 
the years.

Figures from the AU show 
that the total quantitative food 
loss in Africa is estimated to be 
over 100 million metric tonnes 

a year, while the global food 
losses and waste is estimated 
at 1.3 billion metric tonnes, 
equivalent to over 30 percent 
of the total food produced for 
human consumption, and it 
is estimated that global food 
wastage could feed up to 1.6 bil-
lion people annually. 

“These losses exacerbate 
food insecurity and have nega-
tive impacts on the environ-
ment through wasting land, 
water, farm inputs and energy 
used in producing food that is 
not consumed,” the AU said. 

The AU also stressed that 
post-harvest losses reduce in-
come to farmers and contrib-
ute to higher food prices. 

In 2014, African leaders, 
under the AU umbrella, had 
adopted the Malabo Declara-
tion, which among other things 
underscored the need to re-
duce post-harvest losses in Af-
rica by 50 percent by the year 

2025.
The UN World Food Pro-

gramme (WFP) also recently 
urged Africa and the rest of the 
world to exert concerted ef-
forts against post-harvest loss 
towards achieving the global 
target of Zero Hunger by 2030.

Figures from WFP also show 
that in some developing coun-
tries, up to 40 percent of food 
production is lost before it even 
leaves the farm gate, in which 
Sub-Saharan Africa alone loses 
20 million metric tons of food 
each year during the weeks af-
ter harvest, which is valued at 
over 4 billion U.S. dollars.

The AU’s call to reduce post-
harvest loss and waste came 
ahead of the second All Africa 
Post-harvest Congress and Ex-
hibition, slated from Septem-
ber 17 to 20 at the headquarters 
of the AU in the Ethiopian capi-
tal, Addis Ababa.

          Xinhua 

African countries urged to tackle post-

harvest food loss to boost food security

On Saturday, former Conservative 
minister Sam Gyimah said he was 
switching to the pro-EU Liberal Dem-
ocrat party in protest at Johnson’s 
Brexit policies and political style, and 
Swinson said she believed she could 
win an election.

But, polling suggests the Liberal 
Democrats, who in the party’s modern 
form have never won more than 62 
seats at an election, are unlikely to find 
themselves in a position to stop Brexit 
outright.

Polls published late on Saturday 
painted a conflicting picture of the 
Conservative Party’s political fortunes 
under Johnson.

 A poll conducted by Opinium for 
the Observer newspaper showed Con-
servative support rose to 37% from 
35% over the past week, while Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Labour held at 25% and Lib-
eral Democrat support dropped to 
16% from 17%. Support for Nigel Far-
age’s Brexit Party remained at 13%.

However, a separate poll by ComRes 
for the Sunday Express put Conserva-
tive support at just 28%, down from 
30% and only a shade ahead of Labour 
at 27%.

ComRes said just 12% of the more 
than 2,000 people it survey thought 
Britain’s parliament could be trusted 
to do the right thing for the country.

   Agencies

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson

AU chairman Faki Mahamat 

BANJUL

THE Gambia govern-
ment said it has banned 
several top officials of the 
former government of Ya-
hya Jammeh from holding 
public office for life amid 
the disclosure of the com-

mission of inquiry find-
ings which probed into fi-
nancial dealings of former 
president Yahya Jammeh 
and his associates.

“Mr Amadou Colley, for-
mer governor of Central 
Bank of The Gambia is 
hereby banned from hold-

ing public office for the re-
mainder of his life. 

He is also banned from 
holding any director posi-
tions in any state-owned 
enterprises in the Gam-
bia for 20 years from the 
date of publication of this 
White Paper,” said the gov-

ernment on Friday. 
 Njogou Bah and Mo-

modou Sabally who both 
served as secretary gener-
als at the time, have also 
faced similar life time ban 
alongside former direc-
tor of Social Security and 
Housing Finance Coopera-

tion, Momodou L. Gibba. 
“As the longest serving 

member of former Presi-
dent Jammeh’s Cabinet 
and given her position as 
vice president of the re-
public, Dr Isatou Saidy’s 
conduct fell far short of 
the standards expected of 

an occupier of the Office 
of the Vice President of 
the Republic.

 Consequently, Dr Isa-
tou Njie Saidy is hereby 
banned from holding 
public office for five years 
from date of publication of 
this White Paper,” the gov-

ernment said. 
However, the govern-

ment said it has rejected 
the recommendation of 
the Commission to fire 
the chief of protocol Alha-
gie Ousman Ceesay, who 
is presently serving the 
same position. Xinhua

The Gambia places life-time ban on Jammeh’s top aides from holding public office amid probe’s findings
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LOS ANGELES

A DOCUMENTARY about alleged sexual 
abuse by Michael Jackson won an Emmy 
on Saturday while RuPaul was named best 
reality show host and Beyonce went home 
empty-handed. 

“Leaving Neverland,” which features two 
adult men who say they were befriended by 
Jackson and sexually abused by him starting 
from when they were 7 and 10 years old, was 
named best documentary at a ceremony in 
Los Angeles ahead of television’s main Emmy 
awards show next week. 

The program, which aired earlier this 
year, 10 years after Jackson’s death, was met 
with outrage by his family and brought fresh 
scrutiny to the “Thriller” singer’s legacy. 

Jackson’s family and his estate have denied 
the accounts given by the men, calling them a 
“rehash of dated and discredited allegations.” 

Beyonce, whose 2018 Coachella festival 
concert film “Homecoming” went into 
Saturday’s ceremony with six Emmy 
nominations was beaten in all categories. 

James Corden’s “Carpool Karaoke” 

special with former Beatle Paul McCartney 
returning to his Liverpool hometown won 
over “Homecoming” for pre-recorded variety 
special, while the filmed version of Bruce 
Springsteen’s acclaimed one-man Broadway 
show triumphed for variety special directing. 

Long-running show “The Simpsons” won 
the Emmy for best animated series, while gay 
makeover series “Queer Eye” took home four 
awards. 

“Anthony Bourdain Parts Unknown,” the 
travel and food show hosted by U.S. celebrity 
chef Bourdain who died by suicide in 2018, 
won two Emmys. 

In other awards, drag queen RuPaul won 
his fourth Emmy as best reality show host for 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race,” and rock climbing film 
“Free Solo”, which won the best documentary 
Oscar this year, added seven Emmys to its 
honors. 

The main Emmy awards will be handed 
out on Sept. 22 in Los Angeles, with “Game 
of Thrones” and “The Marvelous Mrs Maisel”, 
leading the race for best drama and best 
comedy series. 

               REUTERS

‘Leaving Neverland’ wins Emmy, 
Beyonce snubbed for ‘Homecoming’ 

Beyonce reacts after winning the entertainer of the year award at the 50th NAACP Image Awards in Los 
Angeles, CA, U.S., on Saturday. 

 

        

B y Correspondent Michael Mwebe

IN a lively encounter at the 
National Stadium in Dar es Salaam, 
Young Africans (Yanga), were held 
1-1 by Zambia’s Zesco United in the 
first leg of a CAF Champions League 
first round played on Saturday.

The Tanzanian side started 
brightly and to took a deserved 
lead through a Patrick Sibomana 
penalty in the first half but then 
were pegged back in the second half 
and conceded with the last kick of 
the match.

Yanga came into this game having 
lost their opening home game of the 
season but notable improvements 
and familiar failures were observed. 
What did we learn?

1.Makame and Mapinduzi are 
the real deal

Abdul-AzizMakame and 
Mapinduzi Balama played like 
seasoned veterans, not unproven 
youngsters. Against a physically 
imposing Zesco United side, they 
showed they are definitely able to 
handle themselves at this level of 
football.

Their work rates were 
exceptional. Both made a couple 
of terrific interceptions. Despite 
being primarily tasked to defend, 
they were directly involved in Yanga 
attacking movements. Even when 
they made the wrong decision they 
attacked the ball with so much drive 
and pressed so hard to win it back 
that fans were alright with it.

Having seen the way the two have 
begun their career at Yanga this 
season, by playing well above the 
level of hype and monetary cost 
around their signing, it is not too 
farfetched to say they are the real 
deal. 

2. Metacha needs to work on his 
distribution

Keeper MetachaMnata was given 
the nod ahead of the Kenyan import, 
Farouk Shikhalo. He bossed all aerial 
balls, dealt well with set pieces but 
he seriously need to work on his ball 
distribution.

He makes fans nervous when he 
has the ball at his feet. So much of 
the time he just hoofs the ball into 
the opposition half thereby losing 
possession and boosts a chance for 

counter attack.

3. Mo Banka and Fei Toto need 
to be less casual on the ball

Mohamed Banka and Feisal Salum 
‘Fei Toto’ are ballers. No one on earth 
can doubt their talents and class. 
Their close control can be useful to 
unlock defences but their work rates 
are wanting. 

The two Zanzibari players need 
to get more involvedin the game. 
They were far too casual on the ball 
before passing it to teammates. Two 
minute before the break, Mo Banka 
attempted a fancy flick to try and 
beat a striker resulting in him losing 
the ball just outside the danger zone 
and nearly gifted Zesco United an 
early equalizer.

4. Sibomana and Sadney should 
work on shooting

Patrick Sibomana, on the one 
hand,is great with the ball on his 
feet, can hold on the ball, shake off 
his marker but he needs to improve 
on his shooting. Time and again 
he produces feeble shot that lacks 
power and accuracy.

On the other hand, Namibian 

international SadneyUrikhob is 
supposed to be at his peak given his 
age, 27, but apart from dribbling he 
doesn’t appear comfortable trying 
anything else than passing.

It’s probably late for Sibomana 
and Sadney to improve their 
shooting but they need to have a one 
on one session with MwinyiZahera 
at the training ground and just 
continuously strike a ball until 
they cannot miss. Their shooting 
and lack of confidence to shoot 
is frustrating and costing Yanga 
matches.

Kamusoko had the last laugh
Thaban Kamusoko, the dread 

locked man who was told he has 
very little football left in him had 
the last laugh. Last season,head 
coach Mwinyi Zahera convinced 
fans Kamusoko wastoo old to 
run. He was restricted to cameo 
appearances even when he was fit 
and available for selection. Nobody 
was disappointed by Yanga’s 
decision to release him at the end.

On Saturday, came back and 
scored a last minute equalizer in a 
game which Yanga fans had booed 
his every touch.

Five observations from Yanga 
frustrating draw with Zesco

Yanga midfielder Abdul Aziz Makame (L) and fullback Ally Mtoni (C ) challenge Zesco United player in the first leg of CAF Champions League first round held in Dar es Salaam  
on Saturday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TFF 

LOS ANGELES

BLOOD was flowing down Tyson Fury’s right cheek, and 
Otto Wallin was in his face. His scheduled rematch with 
Deontay Wilder suddenly in jeopardy, Fury needed to dig 
deep in a fight that wasn’t supposed to be this hard.

Fury did just that Saturday night, overcoming a bloody cut 
over his right eye to pound out a unanimous decision over 
his Swedish opponent and set up a lucrative heavyweight 
rematch with Deontay Wilder.

Fury remained unbeaten in 29 fights and retained his claim 
to the lineal heavyweight title against a fighter who was little 
known but gave the big Englishman all he could handle.

“I couldn’t see out of my eye,” Fury said. “I got cut over my 
eye and it changed the fight completely.”

With blood streaming down his face, Fury dominated from 
the middle rounds on in what was supposed to be little more 
than a tune up fight for his scheduled February rematch with 
Wilder. He was a 30-1 favorite at fight time, but after being cut 
in the third round had to reach deep to pull out the win.

The three ringside judges had Fury winning by scores of 
118-110, 117-111 and 116-112. The Associated Press had Fury 
winning 116-112. 

“It’s all heart and determination,” Fury said. “If I can keep 
going, I keep going. Otto is a great Swede, a Viking warrior.”

Fury was cut over his right eye in the third round, and it 
clearly bothered him as the fight went on. Blood flowed down 
the right side of his face and stained his trunks, and Fury kept 
wiping at the cut to try and keep the blood out of his eye.

Referee Tony Weeks stopped the fight briefly in the sixth 
round for the ringside doctor to look at the eye. When the 
fight resumed, Fury fought at a quicker pace, seemingly 
realizing he might be running out of time.

With renewed determination, he kept the pressure on 
Wallin the rest of the way to cement a huge payday against 
Wilder, who he fought to a draw in December.

“Deontay Wilder, I want you next,” Wilder said. “Now I’m 
going to go home and relax with the family.”

Wallin was still fighting hard in the final round, stunning 
Fury with a right to the head and chasing him around the 
ring in search of a knockdown that never came. Wallin, 
fighting for only the second time in the U.S., suffered his first 
defeat to fall to 20-1.

“I did everything I could, I tried my best,” Wallin said. 
“Tyson is a great fighter.”

Tyson Fury, left, of England, punches Otto Wallin, of Sweden, during their heavyweight boxing match 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo)

BEIJING

THEIR final game at the World Cup had been 
over for several minutes, and every member 
of the U.S. team and coaching staff were still 
lingering together on the court.

They were ready to go home.
They just weren’t ready to go their separate 

ways.
For USA Basketball, summer ended Saturday 

with an 87-74 win over Poland in the seventh-
place game at the World Cup, the lowest finish 
ever by a U.S. team in a major international 
tournament. Donovan Mitchell finished with 16 
points and 10 assists, Joe Harris scored 14 and 
the U.S. wrapped up its stay in China with a 6-2 
record.

And when it was over, as his players signed 
each other’s jerseys in the locker room as 
souvenirs, U.S. coach Gregg Popovich insisted 
this team has nothing to be ashamed about.

“If you don’t win, some people will play the 
blame game,” Popovich said. “There’s no blame 
to be placed anywhere. They play the shame 
game, like we should be ashamed because we 
didn’t win a gold medal? That’s a ridiculous 
attitude. It’s immature. It’s arrogant. And it shows 
that whoever thinks that doesn’t respect all the 
other teams in the world and doesn’t respect that 
these guys did the best they could.”

Khris Middleton had 13 points, six rebounds 
and six assists for the Americans. Derrick White 
scored 12 and Harrison Barnes added 10 for the 
U.S., which led by 17 at the half but had to stave 
off a Poland rally in the final minutes.

The mantra the Americans carried into 
Saturday was to finish the trip the right way, and 
they got it done.

“I’m going to look back on it and have 
unbelievable memories,” Harris said. “These are 
friendships that are very unique, where we’ve 
formed a special bond going through what we 
just did together. ... Some of these guys who I 
might not have had a chance to know otherwise 
are now some of my closest friends. It’s unique 
in that way.”

There was little to play for except pride — and 
the Americans were playing with the realization 

that for some of them, it easily could be their last 
time wearing the red, white and blue uniforms 
with “USA” across the chest. The roster for the 
U.S. trip to the Tokyo Olympics next summer 
is likely to look considerably different than this 
one.

“For me, this is an amazing experience,” 
Mitchell said. “Everybody likes to look at the end 
goal, but when you sit back and reflect, I played 
on Team USA. That’s incredible for me. I think 
that in itself is amazing. So yes, it was definitely 
worth it.”

Poland coach Mike Taylor also found the World 
Cup most worthwhile — especially Saturday. He’s 
an American, lives in Florida, is proud of how far 
he’s taken Poland’s program, knows many of 
the words to the Polish national anthem — but 
mouthed along with the words to “The Star-
Spangled Banner” when it played pregame.

“I’ve been coaching with national teams, 
four years with the Czech Republic and now 
six years with Poland,” Taylor said, his voice 
cracking slightly. “That’s a lot of anthems you’ve 
heard. And I never imagined in my life that I 
would hear the United States. It means a lot and 
it’s not something you take for granted.”

Mateusz Ponitka scored 18 points, Adam 
Waczynski had 17 and Louisville-born A.J. 
Slaughter finished with 15 for Poland (4-4), 
which was in the World Cup for the first time 
since 1967.

“You look down at the U.S. bench, you see one 
of the greatest coaches ever in Coach Pop, you 
see Steve Kerr, you see all those guys and you 
can’t believe it,” Slaughter said. “It was a lasting 
moment that I’ll have for the rest of my life.”

Popovich said it’s too early to think about 
what USA Basketball needs to do before getting 
ready for the Tokyo Games. But he warned — just 
as two-time gold medalist Kobe Bryant did on 
Friday — that the days of American romps to gold 
are done.

“There are a lot of great teams in the world,” 
Popovich said. “It’s not written in stone that 
the United States is supposed to walk to a 
championship. That’s pretty old-school thinking. 
Even the teams that have won in the past had a 
lot of close calls.”               AP

Fury overcomes bloody cut over eye to beat Wallin 

Much of the fight was fought 
at close range, as the two men 
brawled on the inside. That 
was particularly true in the 
later rounds, as Fury (29-0-
1) tried to land uppercuts 
and Wallin kept punching at 
Fury’s bloody right eye.

Fury earned a reported 
$12 million for the fight, part 
of a deal with promoter Bob 
Arum, who scooped him up 
after the Wilder fight. He will 
earn a lot more against Wilder, 
who still must beat Luis Ortiz 
in November to make the 
February rematch happen.

Arum said Fury stepped 

up the pace after the cut over 
his eye was ruled to be from 
a punch. Had the fight been 
stopped early because of the 
cut Wallin would have won.

“It was a courageous 
performance, a terrific fight,” 
Arum said. “We knew the 
Swede wasn’t a quitter. But 
Tyson’s a real warrior. That’s 
why they call him the Gypsy 
King.”

Fury came into the ring 
behind a mariachi band, 
wearing a pancho and a 
sombrero to stake his claim 
to fighting on Mexican 
Independence Day weekend 

in Las Vegas.
But he quickly found 

himself in a rough and tumble 
battle with Wallin, who was 
plucked from obscurity to be 
Fury’s opponent. Wallin had 
his moments in the fight, but 
never seemed to really hurt 
Fury. Fury started landing 
cleaner punches as the fight 
went into the later rounds 
and when he wasn’t punching 
at Wallin he was leaning his 
6-foot-9 256 1/2-pound fame 
on him. Wallin fought hard, 
but seemed to be tiring in the 
later rounds as Fury built up a 
lead on the scorecards.

Popovich defends team, US beats 

Poland for 7th at World Cup 
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LONDON

MAnCHeSter City manager pep 
Guardiola shrugged of his team’s 
shock 3-2 defeat by newly-promoted 
norwich City in the premier League 
on Saturday saying his team simply 
cannot be expected to win every 
week.

Guardiola’s team beat Liverpool to 
the title by a solitary point last season 
after winning their last 14 games.

But after ive games of this season 
they already trail Jurgen Klopp’s side 
by ive points in the table. 

“the people cannot expect us 
to win or pick up 100 points all the 
time. we’re going to recover now and 
come back,” said Guardiola after the 
loss at Carrow road.

City won 32 of 38 games last sea-
son, losing only twice and they had 
not sufered a league defeat since 
their 2-1 reverse to newcastle United 
on Jan. 29.

the prior season, City achieved 
a record 100 points, losing just two 
matches in the entire campaign and 
inishing 19 points clear at the top.

“Sometimes games like this hap-
pen -- we had our chances to score 
but didn’t, so congratulations to nor-
wich,” said the Spaniard, who felt the 
scoreline didn’t relect the balance of 
the game.

City, as usual, dominated posses-
sion with 69% of the ball and they 
had eight shots on target -- while nor-
wich scored from all three of their ef-
forts on goal.

“It is football -- we had many op-
portunities today, they had three 
or four and scored three goals,” he 
added.

“the irst one was a set piece we 

didn’t defend, the second we were 
caught on the counter-attack and 
the third came from a mistake, but 
we know what we are as a team, we 
know what we have done and we 
know what we are going to do.”

norwich’s crucial third goal came 
after defender nicolas otamendi was 
caught in possession in his own pen-
alty area allowing emiliano Buendia 
to square to teemu pukki.

In the absence of injured French 
defender Aymeric Laporte, who 
could be sidelined for six months 
with a knee injury, City featured John 
Stones and Argentine otamendi in 
the centre of defence and they rarely 
looked solid on Saturday.

with Vincent Kompany having left 
the club and not been replaced dur-
ing the transfer window, City have 
few options at the back but Guardi-
ola said he had conidence in Stones 
and otamendi.

“John and nico have played togeth-
er many times and been a huge part 
of what we have done, but Kompany 
is now in Belgium, Laporte is injured 
and these are the defenders we have 
at this moment,” he said.

City’s Spain international midield-
er rodri said not too much should be 
read into the loss.

“that’s football. It wasn’t a normal 
game, but we have to look forward. 
the season is very long, you’re going 
to have matches like this -- at least 
two or three,” he said.

“we’re not a 10 as a team. we’re not 
perfect. the only positive thing we 
can say is that it’s early in the season. 
we’re ive points behind the leaders, 
but we need to keep going.”

  (Agencies)

Can’t win ‘em all: Guardiola 

shrugs off City shocker

Barca must protect Ansu, 16, from hype - Valverde
BARCELONA

erneSto Valverde says Barce-
lona have a responsibility to con-
trol the hype around Ansu Fati 
after the teenager stood out again 
in his side’s 5-2 demolition of Va-
lencia on Saturday.

It took Ansu, who is not 17 until 
oct. 31, less than two minutes to 
open the scoring on what was his 
first start for the club. Four min-
utes later, he teed up Frenkie de 
Jong following a sublime run.

Ansu only made his debut 
for the Spanish champions last 
month, becoming the youngest 
player to represent the club in La 
Liga since the 1940s. A week lat-
er, he became the club’s young-
est ever scorer in the top flight 
when he netted in the draw at 
osasuna.

He came close to scoring two 
more goals against Valencia and 
had a penalty appeal turned 
down before bringing Camp nou 
to its feet with a sensational chip 
over Daniel wass’ head.

It took Lionel Messi 13 games 
as a teenager to score two league 
goals for Barca, a feat which 
Ansu has managed in three ap-
pearances, but Valverde warned 
against getting carried away.

“there’s going to be a lot of 
hype with Ansu -- a lot,” the Bar-
ca coach said in his postmatch 
news conference. “what we have 
to do is try and keep it down. our 

job is to protect the player.
“But there’s no denying Ansu is 

a player who has something spe-
cial. He seems much more ma-
ture than his age. we saw things 
[against Valencia] that we see in 
training.”

Valverde also urged against 
expecting goals and assists from 
Ansu in every game, stressing 
how difficult it is to make it at 
Barca.

“It’s not easy to be a Barcelona 
player, especially for a player as 
young as Ansu,” he said. “It’s not 
normal to score with your first 
touch and to assist with your sec-
ond. this performance was a bit 
exaggerated in that sense.

“things will even themselves 
out. we want him to get to know 
the league and to see how com-
plicated it is [playing for Barcelo-
na]. the kid is still developing.”

Spain coach roberto Moreno 
was also among those in the 
Camp nou crowd enraptured 
by the forward, who was born 
in Guinea-Bissau but moved to 
Spain aged six, and he said the 
federation were working to en-
sure he could be available to play 
for the national team.

“I’m not involved in the process 
but the federation are working 
on bringing Ansu Fati into the 
Spain team and then it will be the 
player’s decision,” Moreno told 
reporters.

         (Agencies)

‘Messi made me a better coach’ - 
Mourinho says he ‘owes’ Barcelona star

LONDON

JoSe Mourinho says he is grate-
ful to Lionel Messi because the 
Barcelona star helped make him a 
better coach.

Although the Argentine sensa-
tion has never been coached by the 
portuguese, the two have been on 
opposite sides several times as Bar-
ca lined up against Chelsea, Inter 
and real Madrid while Mourinho 
was in charge.

And the 56-year-old says that 
he is indebted to the the ive-time 
Ballon d’or winner, as coming up 
against him has been vital in help-
ing him progress as a manager.

“I always say that I owe so much 
to my players, and to those who 
haven’t been my players but those 
who created problems for me,” 
Mourinho told eFe .

“For example, Messi never 
played for my team, but he played 

against me and he has made me a 
better coach for having to prepare 
matches [to stop him].

“when I say Messi, I also mean 
the other great players I’ve faced.”

Mourinho has been out of man-
agement since he was sacked by 
Manchester United in December. 

while he may not be working in 
the premier League this season, he 
is excited to see how his former 
teams and rivals fare in the current 
campaign.

“In the beginning of the season I 
was saying [Manchester] City, Liv-
erpool and tottenham will ight for 
the title,” he added.

“I can risk it a little bit and say 
for me tottenham is the third best 
team in the league and City and 
Liverpool are going to ight for the 
title. they are the two strongest 
teams, the two strongest squads. I 
think tottenham are a little bit be-
hind.         (Agencies)

LONDON

MAnCHeSter City succumbed to a irst premier 
League defeat since January in stunning fashion to 
newly-promoted norwich 3-2 on Saturday, as Liv-
erpool opened up a ive-point lead at the top of the 
table by beating newcastle 3-1.

tottenham and Chelsea bounced back to form 
with comprehensive wins over Crystal palace and 
wolves respectively, while Manchester United held 
out for a much-needed three points with a 1-0 vic-
tory over Leicester.

However, Liverpool were the big winners of the 
day as the gaps left in City’s defence by the injured 
Aymeric Laporte were exposed at Carrow road.

“of course it is special day for us and for the 
club,” said norwich boss Daniel Farke.

“we had to be special in our plan for City because 
they are the best team in the world and we had set-
backs too with our injuries, but we deserved the 
win today. we were exceptional.”

Kenny McLean showed up the champions’ strug-
gles to defend set-pieces with a towering header to 
open the scoring and teemu pukki then squared 
for todd Cantwell to make it 2-0 inside 28 minutes.

City regained their composure and got a foot-
hold in the game before half-time when Sergio 
Aguero headed home Bernardo Silva’s cross.

However, with Laporte out till January at least 
with a serious knee injury, pep Guardiola has prob-
lems to solve at the heart of his defence as John 
Stones and nicolas otamendi gifted norwich a 
third at the start of the second-half.

emiliano Buendia robbed otamendi on the edge 
of his own box and set up pukki to prod home.

City rallied late on, but rodri’s irst goal for the 
club two minutes from time was too little, too late.

“I know what we are as a team, what we have 
done, what we are going to do again, and I love 
my players. It is a pleasure and honour to be with 
them,” insisted Guardiola.

“that is the challenge in a high level. the people 
cannot expect all the time (to) win.”

- Liverpool turn up in time -
Liverpool also fell behind early on to newcastle 

as Jetro willems brilliant inish saw the reds trail-
ing at Anield for the irst time since March.

Sadio Mane ired into the top corner to start 
the revival, but it was the introduction of roberto 
Firmino of the bench for the injured Divock origi 

Man City stunned by Norwich as Liverpool stretch Premier League lead

Amid talk of revamp, europe’s giants begin Champions League assault 
PARIS

wHILe the battle for the Champions League of 
the future is fought behind the scenes, this week 
the continent’s biggest clubs begin their latest 
quest for european glory with holders Liverpool 
dreaming of reaching another inal in Istanbul.

the current 32-team group stage format leading 
to a knockout round of 16 was introduced in 2003. 
Since then, an ever smaller group of clubs has com-
peted to win the trophy, with the last 15 champions 
coming from Spain, england, Germany or Italy.

there is a consensus that it is time for a change, 
and the european Club Association, chaired by Ju-
ventus chief Andrea Agnelli, has been busy work-
ing with UeFA on plans to completely revamp the 
competition from 2024.

Moves towards even more of a closed shop for 
the elite have stalled because of dissent from some 
clubs and from domestic leagues, but change is 
coming.

“we are conident of inding a good format for af-
ter 2024 that includes of course the big clubs, mid-
size countries and also a possibility for, let’s say, the 
smaller countries but also with history to ind their 
place in the european football scene,” said Ajax 
Ceo edwin van der Sar last week.

of course Ajax have extra determination to en-
sure their voice is heard. the Dutch champions 
enchanted europe on their run to the semi-inals 
last season but entered this season’s tournament 
in the third qualifying round. there was no special 
treatment for them.

Meanwhile, for the likes of Agnelli’s Juventus, 
paris Saint-Germain and Bayern Munich, the 
Champions League has become the be all and end 
all due to a lack of competition domestically.

- More english domination? -
It is easy to see why they might like more games 

against the best teams from around europe, along 
with more money.

For now, the Champions League winners stand 
to take home around 75 million euros ($83 million; 
£66.6 million). on top of that will be added consid-
erable sums from television along with money de-
pending on each team’s UeFA ranking.

this rewards past success, guaranteeing the top-
ranked team, real Madrid, a further 35.46 million 
euros. For holders Liverpool that added igure is 
nearer 27 million euros.

the inancial strength of the premier League’s 
top clubs means they are less eager for change to 
the Champions League, and it also helps explain 
why all four european inalists last season were 
english.

After beating tottenham Hotspur 2-0 in Madrid 
to lift their sixth european Cup, can Liverpool 
reach a third straight inal? this season’s show-
piece will be played in Istanbul, scene of their re-
markable triumph in 2005.

“we have the same chance like everyone else, 
but that is all, and I don’t see us, the english teams, 
dominating. I really think a lot of teams have a good 
chance,” insisted Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp.

Liverpool begin their campaign in Italy against 
napoli in one of the standout early ties. there are 
plenty of games to whet the appetite, although the 
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Todd Cantwell (left) scores Norwich’s second goal in a stunning 3-2 victory over Manchester City (AFP Photo)

This season’s Champions League group stage begins amid a backdrop of attempts to change the face of the competition in the coming years 
(AFP Photo)

genuine, meaningful drama will not ar-
rive until the knockout rounds.

the latter stages have arguably be-
come more exciting than ever, epito-
mised by last season’s semi-inals and 
sensational comebacks by Liverpool and 
Spurs against Barcelona and Ajax.

there have been more than three goals 
per game on average in the knockout 
rounds in each of the last three seasons.

But while Ajax’s performance has 
shown the way forward for clubs from 
smaller leagues, predicting who reaches 
the last 16 this season may not prove too 

challenging.
- New era -
we may be heading into a new era in 

another sense, as the two players who 
have deined the Champions League in 
the last decade edge towards their twi-
light years.

either Lionel Messi or Cristiano ron-
aldo has been the top scorer in the com-
petition in each of the last 12 years.

Messi, now 32, has scored 110 goals 
and won the trophy three times in that 
period, while ronaldo, soon to be 35, has 
123 goals in that time and ive winner’s 

medals.
the Argentine is in a hurry for more. 

As he said ominously to Barca fans in an 
interview with Catalan daily Sport last 
week: “I have no intention of going any-
where, but I want to keep on competing 
and winning.”

will this be his year again, or will a 
younger face like Kylian Mbappe or Joao 
Felix leave their mark?

the Champions League may be ripe 
for a revamp, but it remains the pinnacle 
in club football.

                AFP

I could play here and play for you!’” po-
chettino said.

United had to sufer far more for just a 
second win in 10 league matches.

rashford shrugged of his recent miss 
from the spot in defeat to palace to con-
vert a penalty on eight minutes after he 
had been brought down by Caglar So-
yuncu.

United, Chelsea, tottenham and 
Leicester are all now level on eight points 
from ive games behind the top two.

“we hung in there. It was the irst time 
this season where we have had to defend 
for large periods,” said United boss ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer.

Jef Hendrick struck a late equaliser 
for Burnley to secure a 1-1 draw at Bright-
on after neil Maupay’s opener for the 
Seagulls.

Southampton were 1-0 victors at Shef-
ield United courtesy of a brilliant strike 
from Moussa Djenepo.

    AFP

that truly turned the tide in Liverpool’s 
favour. the Brazilian’s through ball was 
spilled by Martin Dubravka to allow Mane 
a simple task for his second just before 
half-time, and another brilliant Firmino 
lick teed up Salah to seal the points 18 
minutes from time.

“I started enjoying after 25 minutes, 
around about when we arrived inally in 
the game,” said Liverpool manager Jur-
gen Klopp.

“Second-half we scored only one goal, 
but we played really good football and I 
liked it a lot.”

- relief for Lampard -
Frank Lampard has endured a diicult 

start on his return to Stamford Bridge as 
manager, but he enjoyed his inest day 
so far in charge Chelsea with his faith in 
youth again fully vindicated in a 5-2 win 
at wolves.

tammy Abraham was the star of the 
show with a hat-trick, but Fikayo tomori 
also scored his irst goal for the club and 

Mason Mount completed a perfect day 
for three graduates of Chelsea’s academy.

“All three goals were so diferent, it just 
shows what he can do,” said Lampard of 
Abraham, who now has seven goals in 
three games.

“I am so delighted for him. I know how 
hard the academy works and tammy has 
an enthusiasm to score goals. He has a 
fantastic approach to the game and how 
he wants to progress.”

tottenham manager Mauricio pochet-
tino said David Beckham asked to play 
for his side so impressed was the former 
england captain with Spurs irst-half 
demolition of palace in a 4-0 win.

All four goals came before half-time 
with Son Heung-min scoring twice either 
side of patrick van Aanholt’s own goal be-
fore erik Lamela rounded of the scoring.

“I was talking to David Beckham just 
now and he said, ‘I wish I could still play 
football and play now for tottenham 
because this stadium is amazing. I wish 
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By Correspondent Renatha Msungu, Dodoma 

THE maiden Brazuka Marathon was held in 
Dar es Salaam on Sunday, with retired president, 
Jakaya Kikwete, impressing many given he partici-
pated in the race.

Kikwete participated in 5km race of the event, 
which started at the Jakaya Kikwete Youth Park 
and climaxed at the Mnazi Moja ground.

The race, jointly organized by 16 banks that op-
erate in the country, geared towards raising funds 
for supporting children with heart disease that 
have been admitted to the Jakaya Kikwete Cancer 
Institute JKCI.

Kikwete completed the 5km race of the event.
He congratulated the banks which organized 

the event and participants for honouring the race.
He pointed out he hopes the race will again take 

place next year.
The men’s category of the race’s 15km event 

was won by Lumumba team’s Elibariki Buko with 
48:17.

The second spot went to Paul Masenza of DRC 
that posted 49:12, Edson Mwakalukwa of DRR 
came third with 49:55.

Rose Mallya of Runners Club won the top spot in 
women category of the 15km race, clocking 60:07.

The second position went to Monica Lugendo 
that posted 61:00. Beatrice Edward of Gardaworld 
recorded 62:27 to finish third.

In the men’s 10km race, Twaha Ally posted 
32:20 to finish first, Sulan Lwamba came second 
with 32:29.

Masamaki Rashid finished third in the category, 
posting 33:40.

The women’s category of the race ended with 
Mia Mjengwa from Iringa as she registered 36:40. 
Lilian Chiume of Mbezi Beach came second in 
36:59, the third spot went to Palina Nijne with 
37:00.

The men’s 5km race saw John Silima finish first 
with 15:17, the second spot was won by Jeremiah 
Baruti with 15:85.

Joseph John of Mlimani Academy posted 16:00 
to take the third spot.

The women’s 5km race ended with Hamisa 
Moshi of Mlimani Academy beating the rest to the 
top honour, recording 18:20.

Anna Mushi finished second in 18:47, Neema 
Nsunza finished third.

In the race’s children category the best per-
formers were presented with medals.

By Guardian Reporter

AARYAN Premji put scintillating 
showing with the ball to steer Ismaili 
Community to an emphatic victory 
over Kutchi Leva in the last eight of this 
season’s GP Gymkhana Shield tourna-
ment, which took place in Dar es Sa-
laam on Saturday.

He was instrumental in his club’s 
ability to frustrate Kutchi Leva’s effort 
to get down to successful chase of the 
target set by his side, grabbing the man 
of the match present in the process.

Ismaili Community turned out to be 
the first team to book a place in this 
season’s tournament’s last four and 
stay in contention for the trophy.

After having been handed the op-
portunity to start batting Ismaili Com-
munity raced to 161 runs for eight wick-
ets in 20 overs.

With plenty of no nonsense bats-
men in their fold, Ismaili Community 
made the most of their innings, with 
Abdallah Jabir and Harsheed Chohan 
emerging as top run getters with 39 
runs apiece.

An early exit of opening batsman Ji-
tendra Gariya hardly frustrated Ismaili 
Community pursuit of a big total, given 
other batsmen stepped in and ensured 
the team live up to expectations.

Fellow opener Akbar Khan had a 
good day at the crease as well, nailing 
33 runs. Aahil Jessani chipped in with 
18 runs.

Medium pacer Hassan Rahim had an 
impressive bowling figure for Kutchi 
Leva, taking three wickets for 17 runs 
in four overs.

Spinner Athumani Siwa also had 
meaning contribution, in which he 
took two wickets for 20 runs in three 
overs.

The duo’s efforts, unfortunately, did 
little to foil the opponents’ quest for an 
imposing figure.

In response, Kutchi Leva lost steam, 
registering 56 runs for seven wickets in 
20 overs to suffer 105-run loss.

They suffered an early blow given 
opening batsman Nilesh was sent back 
to the pavilion with three runs to his 
name.

Nilesh’s attempt to go for a big shot, 
off Khali Rehemtula’s bowling, ended 
in vain given Jabir went for a catch at 
mid-off to end the Kutchi Leva bats-
man’s spell at the crease.

Top order batsman Viros withstood 
Ismaili Community’s pressure to notch 
22 runs and turn out to be Kutchi Le-
va’s top run getter.

Naran, who opened the innings with 
Nilesh, executed a few knocks to post 
12 runs.

Kutchi Leva’s chase suffered a huge 
blow when Anil, Athuman and Navan 
were dismissed in quick succession, 
leaving the squad in difficult position 
when it came to getting down to suc-
cessful chase.

Kutchi Leva batsmen had no answer 
to Premji’s skillful bowling, given the 
he relentlessly punish them and suc-
cessfully frustrate the chase.

He took three wickets, conceded six 
runs in four overs and partnered Aahil 
that finished with three wickets and 
conceded eight runs to tame Kutchi 
Leva.

Two last eight clashes were expected 
to be played yesterday with the first 
pitting last season’s runners-up Jain 
Sangh against Lions Cricket Club.

Gujrat Lions versus Jaat Blasters 
clash was set to be the day’s other last 
eight match.

Defending champions, Caravans, 
will come up against Punjabi Kings in 
the last duel of the last eight, which has 
been slated for next weekend.

The tournament, which has been or-
ganized by Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club (DGC) Cricket Section, has Gen-
eral Petroleum and Premier Refinishes 
as main sponsors.

The showpiece, as well, is co-spon-
sored by SBC Tanzania, AfroTurk, I&M 
Bank, MGen Tanzania, ASAR Tanzania 
and Sayona Drinks.

The event, which started on July 6 
with 16 teams battling it out in it, will 
end on September 29 with a final tak-
ing place at the DGC oval in the morn-
ing.

Man City stunned by Norwich as Liverpool 

stretch Premier League lead 
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Azam FC falls 
to Triangle FC        

Kikwete graces 
Brazuka Marathon

Ismaili  cricketers 

cruise to GP 

Gymkhana Shield 

tourney last four

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA’s Azam FC has suffered a blow in 
the club’s bid to make it to this season’s CAF 
Confederation Cup play offs, conceding 1-0 
loss to Triangle FC of Zimbabwe in the first 
round’s first leg which took place in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday. 

Azam have an uphill task in their pursuit of 
qualification for the play offs, given they need 
victory over their opponents in the second 
leg in Bulawayo.

Azam had an upper hand in terms of pos-
session for the better part of the first period, 
making several forays into Triangle FC’s area, 
only to be frustrated by wastefulness.

Azam expressed intent on grabbing an ear-
ly lead as they went close twice shortly after 
kick off and the opponents’ defenders had to 
be alert to repel the former’s attacks.

Triangle FC keeper Ronald Mudimu had to 
react on time to keep Azam striker in check 
during the latter’s early onslaught.

Azam won free kick a few meters outside 
the opponents’ box on the 28th minute, an 
effort by Ivorian Richard Djodi went inches 
over. Skipper Ralph Kawondera put the visi-
tors 1-0 up on the 35th minute, slotting in with 
ease after getting better of the hosts’ keeper 

Razak Abalora. He pounced on a good center 
from the right flank to beat onrushing Abalo-
ra. The Zimbabwean outfit had a few minutes 
back made intention to score, in which Rus-
sell Madamombe tested Abalora with a well 
taken free kick from outside the area.

Azam FC wasted an opportunity to level 
matters a minute before the breather, as Dan-
iel Amoah headed over a well taken corner 
kick from the left.

Azam, for most of the first 45 minutes, 
chose to attempt unlocking the opponents’ 
defense via the center.

The approach hit a dead end, given the 
Zimbabwe outfit defenders stood firm to 
keep Azam forwards Djodi and Obrey Chirwa 
in check.   The visitors led by the lone goal at 
end of the first stanza.

Azam’s head coach, Etienne Ndayiragije, 
opted to reinvigorate his forward line after 
the restart, resting Djodi and bringing in Sha-
ban Iddi. Azam kept on putting pressure on 
Triangle FC defense later in the half in which 
the Tanzania outfit’s midfielder Salum Abuba-
kar dribbled past several Triangle defenders 
and threaded a pass to Iddi outside the pen-
alty area .The forward’s failure to make quick 
decision gave the opponents opportunity to 
keep him in check.

Forward Iddi Selemani who was a constant 
menace to Triangle FC defenders went 
close on two occasions later in the half as 
Azam zealously sought to level matters. 

In what turned out to be a rather desper-
ate move, Azam technical bench again sub-
stituted Iddi that had graced the pitch for a 
few minutes for Iddi Kipagwile.

Azam kept on wasting opportunities 
given they won free kick in a promising po-
sition, only to see fullback Bruce Kangwa 
shoot over. The visitors held on to the pre-
cious lead, putting on all men behind the 
ball to ultimately come out with vital vic-
tory.

In the preliminary stage of the compe-
tition, Azam registered 3-2 aggregate win 
over Fasil Kenema of Ethiopia to qualify 
for the first round. In the first leg, Azam 
conceded 1-0 defeat to Fasil Kenema, the 
Tanzania club turned tables on their op-
ponents in the second leg as they garnered 
3-1 victory.

Trianlge FC saw off Burundi outfit, 
Rukinzo, with 5-0 aggregate victory over 
the latter in the preliminary round.

In the first leg, Triangle walloped 
Rukinzo 5-0, the two sides’ second leg end-
ed in a 0-0 draw. 

Azam Football Club

Gujrat Lions versus Jaat Blasters 
clash was set to be the day’s other 
last eight match.

Spinner Aahil Jessani of Ismaili Community team in action against Surat Stars in this season’s GP Gymkhana 
Shield’s clash which took place in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF NIKHIL PUJARA
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