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By Guardian Reporter

STATISTICS for the first quarter 
of 2022/2023 shows a 6.7 per cent 
increase in the number of internet 
users to 31.1m in September from 
29.9m in June.

Dr Jabir Bakari, director general 
for the Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) said 
when releasing the report yesterday 
that mobile financial transactions 
rose from 349.9bn to 366.1bn during 
the period, mobile money accounts 
rising from 38m to 39.6m in the 
same period.

Briefing journalists, he said a 17 
per cent yearly growth is evident for 
internet use in the past five years, as 
in 2017 there were 16.1m internet 
users and by the end of 2021 the 
figure stood at 29.1m users.

He said that growth in the sector 
relates to government efforts to 

ensure an enabling environment 
for investors, services providers and 
consumers. 

Recent government initiatives to 
improve performance in the sector 
include reviewing policy guidelines 
and regulations in the sector, he 
stated.

“A lot has been done to make sure 
the sector performs well,” he said, 
citing policy interventions plus 
setting up digital clubs at secondary 
schools, thus promoting internet 
use.

Among users of social networks, 
Facebook leads by recording 2.59 
GB of data time purchased, followed 
by YouTube with 1.91 GB. WhatsApp 
(1.58 GB) and TikTok with 999m 
bytes.

A 3.4 per cent increase in mobile 
phone by lines registered was 
noticed, as by last month 58.1m lines 

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

MONEY spent on importing sugar 
can be used in expanding capacity and 
production in various industries, the 
responsible board is persuaded.

Prof Kenneth Bengesi, the Sugar Board of 
Tanzania director general, said at a media 
briefing yesterday on the work of the 
board for the current financial year, that 
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Board projects sugar
surplus by 2025/2026

TCRA: Internet use, mobile 
cash transactions on the rise

By Guardian Reporter

RATIONING of water has started in Dar es 
Salaam City and Coast Region as the usual 
supply of 520m litres per hour dropped to 
460 litres, and in the past few weeks declined 
to 300m litres. 

Amos Makalla, the city regional 
commissioner who doubles up as chairman 
of the defence and security committee, 
yesterday attributed the rationing to decline 
of the water level in Upper and Lower Ruvu 
sources due to drought.

The Dar es Salaam Water Sewerage 
Authority (DAWASA) which serves customers 

DAWASA starts 
rationing water 
as supply drops 
by nearly a half

The average cost for 
voice mail bundles for 
service providers was 
7.8/- per minute last 
month from 7.7/- in 
June. Calls to other 
telecommunication 
service providers 
stood at 8.1/- per 
minute last month 
from 7.6/- in June

covered by Upper and Lower Ruvu sources, 
says that water flow has decreased by 64 
percent.

Earlier, the two water sources were 
releasing 466m litres per hour but the rate 
has slid to 300m litres, the RC noted, noting 
that his remarks cover the three regions 
along with Morogoro and Coast regions.

 “Water levels have drastically gone down 
at both sources. They are both producing 
300 million litres per hour for the previous 
466 million litres. Customers in the two 
regions will experience water shortage.”

The situation is made worse by delays 

the board expects production 
to rise to 750,000 tonnes by 
2025/26 through collaboration 
with the private sector.

He said expansion of sugar 
factories would facilitate wider 
economic growth via job 
creation, with the government 
embarking on initiatives to 
enable expansion of industries, 
by inviting more investors into 
the sector.

.Upon achieving the target, 
the country will have enough 
capacity for local consumption 
and export, he said, noting 
that sugar production stands 
at 380,000 metric tonnes and 
is pegged at 440,000 tonnes, 
meanwhile as sugar industries re 
being expanded.

There is a new facility, the 

Gye Shul Park (3rd-R), President and CEO of South Korea’s Shin Rolling Stock Technology Ltd, briefs Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
on the assembling of Standard Gauge Railway motor coaches meant for Tanzania Railways Corporation when the PM visited the 
firm’s workshop yesterday. Photo: PMO

Bagamoyo Sugar Co. which 
has also started production, 
he said, highlighting plans 
to increase production at 
the new Mkulazi industry in 
Morogoro.

Moves are also at hand 
to start the production of 
industrial sugar for local use 
as it is now being imported., 
he said., noting that currently 
205,000 tonnes in use is 
imported, where $150m (more 
than 300bn/-) is used to import 
industrial and domestic sugar.

“Money used to import sugar 
is enough to expand available 
industries,” he said, insisting 
that there was little reason to 
keep importing sugar.

Praising the government 
for creating a conducive 
environment for local 
investors now playing a key 
role in capacity improvement, 
he said this drive is being 
boosted by foreign investors.

Kagera Sugar, Kilombero 
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were registered compared to 56.2m 
lines in June, the report indicated.

Dar es Salaam region had 9.7m 
registered lines, Mwanza following 
with 3.7m, Arusha (3.4m), Mbeya 
(3.08m) and Tabora (93.06m).

The average cost for voice mail 
bundles for service providers 
was 7.8/- per minute last month 
from 7.7/- in June. Calls to other 
telecommunication service 
providers stood at 8.1/- per minute 
last month from 7.6/- in June, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

TCRA: Internet use, mobile 
cash transactions on the rise

Zanzibar’s First Vice President, Othman Masoud Othman (R), has an audience with Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation minister Stergomena 
Tax in Zanzibar yesterday. She went to introduce herself following her recent appointment. Photo: ZFVPO

Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute (MOI) executive director Dr Respicious Boniface speaks at a Spinal Bifida and Hydrocephalus anniversary event held at 
the Dar es Salaam-based specialised medical facility yesterday. With him are Dr Lemeri Mchome (L) and Dr Orest Mushi. Photo: Correspondent Sabato 
Kasika

in rain, he said, referring to 
expectations that the situation 
would normalise this month, but 
rains have delayed in most parts of 
the country.

“We were expecting the end of 
year rains (Vuli) to begin this month 
as its water usually fill the Ruvu River, 
but the Tanzania Meteorological 
Authority (TMA) indicates that 
most regions will experience long 
dry periods compared to previous 
years,” he said.

The regional authorities and 
DAWASA were doing everything to 
ensure that the availability of water 
is effectively used, cautioning those 
contravening regulations on the 
careful of water.

Impounding water from a main 
source was henceforth prohibited, 
he stated, but declined to say if 
commercial car washing with hoses 
was being halted.

He appealed to residents in the 
three regions to use available water 
effectively as the government was 

working on other means to address 
the situation.

He directed that the Kigamboni 
water source which has the capacity 
for 70m litres per hour should be 
placed on an operational basis 
within a week.

“We expect a lot from this 
project as it will help residents of 
Kigamboni and those in the city 
centre to access quality water,” he 
stated, citing calls from Kigamboni 
residents complaining of water 
shortages.

The water table has decreased by 
more than a third to 64 percent of 
normal capacity, which invites water 
rationing to remain sustainable, he 
said, urging information campaigns 
among residents of Dar es Salaam, 
Coast and Morogoro regions on best 
practices of water use so that the 
majority of the people access water 
on a regular basis.

Back in November last year, 
DAWASA announced water 
rationing in Dar es Salaam and 
some parts of Coast Region, citing 
reduced water flow at the sources.

FROM PAGE 1

DAWASA starts rationing water 
as supply drops by nearly a half

Sugar, Mtibwa Sugar Estates and 
the Tanganyika Planting Co. (TPC) 

at Moshi produce an estimated 
342,000 tonnes, underlining 
the effort at efficiency gains and 
agronomic improvements.

FROM PAGE 1

Board projects sugar
surplus by 2025/2026

By Guardian Reporter

 A TOTAL of 1,716,057 pupils 
have been registered to sit for 
standard four national assessment 
examination today.

Athumani Amasi, the acting 
executive secretary for the National 
Examinations Council of Tanzania 
(NECTA) told journalists in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday that the number 
of candidates has increased by 2.04 
per cent compared with last year.

Last year there were 1,681,791 
candidates, thus an increase of 
34,266 candidates or 2.04 per cent, 

he said, cautioning those thinking of 
conducting any kind of cheating, as 
stern measures will be taken against 
them.

Boys sitting for exam number 
846,380 or 49.32 per cent of the 
total and 869,677 candidates are 
girls, or 50.68 per cent, he stated, 
noting that 5,468 candidates have 
special needs, with 905 having 
sight difficulties About 103 are 
blind, while 1,159 have hearing 
difficulties, 1,496 have physical 
disabilities and 1,805 live with 
mental problems.

Meanwhile Form II students 

will also be sitting for the national 
form two assessment exams, Amasi 
said a total of 688,667 candidates 
were registered to do the, out of 
who 322,514 are boys, equivalent 
to 46.83 per cent and 366,153 girls, 
equivalent to 53.17 per cent.

“There are 1,128 candidates with 
special needs, out of who 475 have 
poor sights, 79 are blind, 302 have 
hearing difficulties and 272 with 
physical disabilities,” he said. 

Last year 652,611 students were 
registered for these exams, this 
year having an increase of 35,056 
candidates or 5.52 per cent, he said.

Preparations for the STD IV and 
Form II examinations are finished, 
with supervision of exams entrusted 
to regional administrations and 
local councils. Al procedures must 
be observed, the NECTA chieftain 
appealed.

All appointed invigilators need 
to supervise exams professionally, 
abiding by the laid down 
regulations, he said.

“NECTA appeals to all head 
teachers, ward education 
coordinators and school operators 
not to ingratiate themselves into 
any kind of cheating,” he added.

1.7m Std IV pupils lined up for
national assessment exam today

KHARTOUM

The new chief comes a day after 
eyewitnesses reported that crowds 
of thousands protested in front 
of army headquarters in the state 
capital Damazin, accusing the 
government of failing to protect 
them, with the local university 
suspending work.

Army spokesman Nabil Abdallah, 
announcing Monday a new 
commander for the southern Blue 
Nile state, said the military had 
ordered a committee to “evaluate 
the security situation”.

Blue Nile, which borders South 
Sudan and Ethiopia, is awash 
with guns and is still struggling to 
rebuild after decades of civil war, 
with over 300 people killed in 
recent months.

Sudan has been grappling with 
deepening political unrest and a 
spiralling economic crisis since last 
year’s military coup led by army 
chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan.

A surge in ethnic violence in 
recent months has highlighted the 
security breakdown since the coup.

On Sunday, thousands of 
protesters demanded the 
resignation of state governor Ahmed 
al-Omda Badi, with eyewitnesses 
reporting the crowd “tried to enter 
the army headquarters” before 
“setting fire to the state government 
building.”

Badi declared a state of emergency 
on Friday to quell some of the worst 
fighting in recent months.

On Monday, Blue Nile University 
in Damazin announced “the 
suspension of classes and exams” 
due to “unfortunate events.”

At least two hundred people were 
killed in two days of fighting last 
week, official media said Saturday 
after clashes broke out over 
reported land disputes between 
members of the Hausa people and 
rival groups.

The violence follows clashes 
earlier this year between the same 
groups in the Blue Nile, leaving at 
least 149 people killed and 65,000 
displaced from July to early October, 
according to the United Nations.

The Hausa have mobilised 
across Sudan, claiming they were 
discriminated against for owning 
land in the Blue Nile because they 
were the last group to arrive there.

Access to land is highly sensitive 
in impoverished countries, where 
agriculture and livestock account 
for 43 percent of employment and 
30 percent of GDP, according to UN 
and World Bank statistics.

Nearly 600 people have been 
killed and at least 211,000 forced to 
flee their homes in inter-communal 
conflicts across the country since 
January, according to the UN.

AGENCIES

Sudan names new military 
chief for strife-hit Blue Nile

n 688,667 Form II students to sit for exams too

WANTED
By Guardian Reporter

THE Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) has called for the 
unconditional and immediate lifting 
of sanctions imposed on Zimbabwean 
individuals and institutions.

In a statement, SADC chairperson 
Felix Tshisekedi who is also President of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo said 
the regional bloc was deeply concerned 
at the claim that the sanctions are of a 
‘targeted nature’ and are aimed at 
unilaterally punishing a few individuals.

 “The reality is that there is a spill-

over and contagion effect on the 
rest of the country, in particular by 
imposing a blanket negative perception 
about Zimbabwe across the world, 
in particular in the sensitive global 
financial markets,” said Tshisekedi. 
According to SADC, this perception 
results in the country being unable to 
attract much needed foreign direct 
investment, lines of credit, and other 
financial services that are essential to 
the socio-economic development of 
the country.

He said this was more concerning 
given the need for rapid global 

recovery from at least two years of the 
socially and economically crippling 
COVID-19 pandemic which has now 
been compounded by a general rise in 
inflation across the world.

“Zimbabwe, like most developing 
countries, is particularly vulnerable 
to these trends and the unilateral 
sanctions worsen the plight of her 
economy,” he said.

President Tshisekedi said SADC is 
committed to the consolidation of 
democracy in Southern Africa and 
elsewhere in the world.

“Zimbabwe is expected to hold 

regular national elections in mid-
2023. In this context, SADC appeals 
to those who have imposed sanctions 
on Zimbabwe to give space to the 
citizens of the country to exercise their 
democratic rights and not use sanctions 
as a covert mechanism to effect regime 
change,” he added.

He said SADC is also committed to 
the spirit of multilateralism, in this 
regard, notes that sanctions imposed 
against a fellow nation in the family of 
humanity must be made in accordance 
with international law.

In this context the chairman said 

SADC welcomes the Report of the 
Special Rapporteur on the negative 
impact of unilateral coercive measures 
on the enjoyment of human rights, 
Alena Douhan, on her visit to Zimbabwe 
which recommended lifting unilateral 
sanctions in line with the principles of 
international law.

The Congolese leader said SADC 
fully supports the conclusion of the 
Special Rapporteur that sanctions, 
including secondary sanctions, and 
different forms of over-compliance by 
foreign banks and companies have had 
a significant impact on the population 
and the government, exacerbating pre-
existing economic and humanitarian 
challenges.

SADC reiterates call to lift Zimbabwe sanctions
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Zanzibar government is set 
to implement the Tanzania Malaria 
Case Management (TMCM) project 
starting next year, a move which is 
aimed to make the isle free from the 
tropical deadly disease by 2027.

In an interview, Nassoro Mazrui, 
Minister for Health in Zanzibar said 
the new programme comes after 
the President’s Malaria Initiative 
(PMI) has just ended, registering 
a remarkable success in reducing 
malaria below 1 per cent.

Mazrui said the project will 
accelerate the struggle to make the 
island free from malaria, with great 
hopes to extend to the mainland.

“We have drastically reduced 
malaria cases in the past decade, 
thanks to multiple interventions 
including public education, 
insecticide spraying and the use of 
treated bed nets that have helped 
prevent the deaths of pregnant 
women and children under the age.

The minister said there is a great 
opportunity to explore the use of 
mosquito control tools beyond bed 
nets and spraying alongside social 
and behaviour change interventions 
to help address the identified gaps 
in malaria prevention that occur 
after dark

In Tanzania mainland, the 
prevalence of malaria infection in 
residents remains high and travel 
between the two is very common

The entire population of Tanzania 
mainland is considered at risk for 
malaria, although transmission 
varies significantly among and 
within regions.

93 percent of the population 
in mainland live in malaria 
transmission areas. Around six 
million cases of the disease were 
confirmed in Tanzania as of 2020.

Tanzania is among the ten 
countries with the highest malaria 
cases and deaths, accounting for 
3 per cent of the global cases and 
deaths, and 4.1% of global deaths in 
2020. It also accounted for 12.8 per 
cent.

The target of Tanzania’s national 

malaria strategy is to reduce 
the case fatality rate in patients 
admitted due to malaria from 3 per 
cent in 2012 to less than 1 per cent 
in 2020 of malaria cases in East and 
Southern Africa in 2020).

Between 2017 and 2020, case 
incidence decreased 2.8 per cent 
from 124 to 120 per 1000 of the 
population at risk; however, deaths 
increased by 32 per cent (from 0.42 
to 0.43 per 1000 of the population 
at risk) during the same period.  

The target of Tanzania’s national 
malaria strategy is to reduce 
the case fatality rate in patients 
admitted due to malaria from 3 per 
cent in 2012 to less than 1 percent in 
2020.

Recently, the Ifakara Health 
Institute (IHI) recommended to 
malaria researchers in tropical 
countries including Tanzania to 
start thinking of novel approaches 
towards reduction to zero malaria 
cases and deaths.

The   Researcher at IHI, Dr Brian 
Tarimo said that the move aims to 
save nearly US $ 3.0 billion annually 
spent in control and elimination 
that can be channelled for other 
purposes. He said the world is 
possible with the use of genetically 
modified mosquitoes (hybrid) as an 
additional tool to control malaria 
mosquitoes in the country.

Current interventions such as bed 
nets lose their efficacy after some 
time and have to be replaced.

The 2020 world malaria report 
indicates that there were almost 
229 million cases of malaria in 2019, 
with around 94 per cent of these 
cases occurring in Africa.

Zanzibar govt to execute Tanzania 
malaria case management project

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

TANZANIA ports Authority 
(TPAS) has contributed 20m/- 
towards the construction work of 
Fumba fish market in Zanzibar that 
had been delayed after those who 
had pledged to assist did not do so.

Addressing reporters here 
yesterday, the chairman of 
the preparatory committee of 
Zanzibar blue economy club 
championship 2022, Abdallah 
Idrissa Majura said the assistance 
has been used for the purchase 

of roofing sheets that were badly 
needed, wood, nails and bricks as 
well as paying builders. 

He said TPA has provided the 
assistance as return of thanks to 
Zanzibaris who have been using 
their ports for travelling or in the 
transport of their cargoes from the 
Mainland to Zanzibar.

“I take this opportunity to thank 
TPA and its director general, 
Plasduce Mbossa for the big 
assistance as we were stuck in our 
project and I believe that only a 
few things still remain in regard to 

the completion of the Fumba fish 
market.

Majura also expressed his 
dismay to those who had pledged 
to assist towards the project but 
did not do so, saying they gave 
their pledges in the presence of 
Zanzibar president Dr Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi at the commemoration 
of the first anniversary of Abeid 
Amani Karume International 
Airport.

He said a Zanzibar businessman, 
apart from the assistance 
he provided to the last year 

anniversary, also pledged 10m/- 
which they planned to develop the 
Fumba fish market, the pledge that 
was not met.

“I like to use the occasion to tell or 
those in doubt that all the assistance 
pledged to us were not given,” 
Majura said.

He said he cannot mention 
the names of those who pledged 
assistance because they did not do 
so in writing.

He also thanked the Bakhressa 
Group of companies for providing   
gravel for construction.

TPA contributes 29m/- for
building Z’bar fish market

Barrick Gold human resources superintendent Renatus Malawa makes remarks during an East Africa HR symposium held in Arusha city with Barrick 
sponsorship. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

...the world is possible 
with the use of 
genetically modified 
mosquitoes (hybrid) 
as an additional tool 
to control malaria 
mosquitoes in the 
country
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation yesterday announced 
a series of initiatives and a call for 
proposals to advance locally-led 
innovations that support works 
by scientists and researchers in 
developing economies.

A statement released by the 
foundation said the announcement 
was made at the Grand Challenges 
Annual Meeting.

This year’s meeting focuses on 
lessons learned from the COVID-19 
pandemic, which highlighted the 
need for high-impact R&D platforms, 
partnerships, and policies that 
effectively bridge the gap between 
innovation and equitable access. The 
meeting brings together researchers 
from around the world to share 
work, learn about cutting-edge 
advances in the healthcare field, and 
collaborate with other investigators.

“Health equity shouldn’t just be a 
statement of why we do this work. 

It should guide us on how we do 
it,” said Kedest Tesfagiorgis, deputy 
director of Global Partnerships 
& Grand Challenges at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. “When 
we support locally led innovation, 
we maximize impact by bringing 
different kinds of knowledge and 
perspectives to the fore.”

As part of the Grand Challenges 
Global Call to Action, a 10-year 
initiative announced at last year’s 
meeting to help ensure scientists 
and institutions in low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs) play a 
central role in shaping the global 
R&D agenda, the foundation 
announced two new Grand 
Challenges initiatives:

Pathogen Genomic Surveillance 
and Immunology in Asia: This is 
an invitation for proposals from 
investigators in South and Southeast 

Asia to design and pilot a genomic 
surveillance programme or develop 
capacity for immunology and 
immune sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 
to inform the epidemic response. 
Up to $300,000 per year for up to 
two years will be available for each 
project, with potential additional 
funding for projects that include 
a focus on monoclonal antibody 
discovery.

Building Data Modeling Capacity 
for Gender Equality: This is an 
invitation for proposals from 
investigators in low- and middle-
income countries for projects 
aimed at addressing disparities and 
gaps affecting women and girls in 
health. This initiative is focused on 
innovative approaches to modeling 
that advance gender equality. Each 
project will receive up to $500,000 
over one to three years.

By Guardian Reporter

NMB Bank PLC has donated 
furniture including desks, chairs 
and tables worth 22m/- to three 
primary and two secondary schools 
located in Nanyamba district, 
Mtwara region.

The donated items were handed 
over by NMB southern zone 
manager, Janeth Shango yesterday 
to Mtwara district commissioner, 
Dunstan Kyobya at Dinyecha 
Primary School.

The furniture will be distributed to 
the three primary schools including 
Kiwengulo, Mibobo and Dinyecha 
and Mnima and Nitekela secondary 
schools, all from Nanyamba district 
council.

Speaking shortly after receiving 
the donated items, the Dinyecha 
primary school head teacher 
Shafii Abdallah Moto, whose 
school received 50 desks, said 
that the donated items will help 
the challenge of shortage of desks 
among his students adding that the 

school needs a total of 205 desks for 
its 594 students.

“We are grateful to NMB Bank for 
donating 50 desks to our school and 
we believe that apart from reducing 
the deficiency gap, these desks will 
create a more conducive learning 
environment for our students,” said 
Moto.

The Mtwara district 
commissioner, Dunstan Kyobya 
during the event said that Nanyamba 
District has 67 primary schools with 
a deficit of 1044 desks to cover its 
total demand of 8167 desks.

“We are as grateful for the 
donation as we believe it will go a 
long way in increasing the district’s 
desks’ deficit gaps,” Kyobya said. 

Kyobya added that his district 
needs 4,687 chairs and tables in its 
12 secondary schools adding that 
it has been facing a shortage of 150 
chairs and 150 tables adding that 
the bank’s donation comes on time 
and will help address the challenge 
of the shortage of desks.

Earlier, the NMB southern region 

manager, Janeth Shango said her 
bank through its Corporate Social 
Investment (CSI) strategy supports 
various development initiatives 
in sectors that include education, 
health and emergencies.

Shango noted that the education 
sector is one of its priority areas 
because of its contribution to the 
country’s development.

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the sixth phase 
government under President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan for its commitment 
towards the development of the 
education sector. As partners, we 
will continue working with the 
government to create a conducive 
learning environment,” she added.

Yumna Ramadhani, a grade six 
student at the event thanked NMB 
Bank for its contribution towards 
the school adding that the bank’s 
donation will help ease congestion.

“We are grateful to NMB Bank, 
we have been so congested and this 
could not allow us to write well,” he 
said.

NMB Bank donates 22m/- worth of 
furniture to five schools in Mtwara

Mtwara district commissioner Dunstan Kyobya (2nd-R) pictured at the weekend symbolically receiving 22m/- 
worth of furniture from the NMB Bank Plc’s Southern Zone manager, Janeth Shango. It was support by the bank 
meant for five schools in the district: 120 desks to three primary schools as well as 100 tables and chairs to two 
secondary schools. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Beatrice Philemon

KILWA Masoko Primary Court 
in Kilwa District, Lindi Region, has 
embarked on a programme to 
educate people on children’s rights, 
laws as well as the responsibility of 
parents and guardians in preventing 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) against 
women and girls.

Resident Magistrate at the Kilwa 
Masoko Primary Court, Beatrice 
Misiaga made the remarks recently at 
an event to mark the International Day 
of the Girl Child that was organised 
by ActionAid in collaboration with 
TumainiJipyakwaWanawakeKilwa 
(TUJIWAKI).

“We have a special radio 
programme that raise awareness to 
the community on various issues 
related to the law of the child, child 
rights and the responsibilities of 
parents and guardians. People are 
allowed to ask questions and give 
opinions that would help in the 
fighting against GBV and broaden 
their understanding of the laws,” she 
said.

Misiaga noted that the knowledge 
and skills that villagers gained from 
the court’s staff have helped to 
improve their understanding on 

children rights and the law. She 
said that more people are now 
seeking legal assistance at the court 
depending on the types of challenges 
they face.

The primary and district courts 
are now receiving a number of GBV 
cases relating to matrimonial, child 
maintenance and child protection, 
said Masiaga.

Before the primary court 
intervention, majority of women in 
the district were not aware that the 
court is the only institution which 
has mandate to break marriage and 
issue court order of divorce.

“We are glad that through the 
court we have been able to able to 
resolve conflicts in communities, 
enable women and children to enjoy 
their rights. A number of people 
have managed to resolve their cases 
relating to matrimonial, GBV and 
children care,” she said.

TUJIWAKI chairperson, Theodora 
Mkundi noted that apart from radio 
programmes, they have been able to 
provide training on children’s rights 
and GBV to students in both primary 

and secondary schools.
“We are collaborating with 

ActionAid in Kilwa,  courts, police 
gender desk, religious leaders, social 
welfare officers, village leaders, 
primary and secondary teachers to 
create awareness on children’s rights, 
GBV issues and legal aid education,” 
said Mkundi.

She added: “We are proud of 
that, women are now aware of GBV 
issues, they can report such cases 
to the responsible authorities and 
perpetuators are taken to court. 
This was not the case in the past, 
thanks to ActionAid Kilwa for their 
support through the Kilwa local 
rights programme that is being 
implemented in the district.

According to her, ActionAid 
`Kilwa has since 2017 been creating 
awareness on GBV in its various 
forms and how to report the same 
to authorities such as police, land 
council, social welfare offices and 
courts.

TUJIWAKI was officially 
established in 2017 and has a total of 
more than 520 members in 14 wards.

Court embarks on programme to
educate public on children’s rights

Gates Foundation pledges support
to promote home-grown sciences
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Tigo Tanzania Devices manager Imelda Edward shows journalists a smartphone of the Xiaomi Redmi A1 Plus make shortly after launching it in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. Right is the Xiaomi Tanzania retail manager Alex Katagira. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Government plans to 
provide training to 3,000 primary 
health providers to enable them 
to control non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) in their areas.

Prof Paschal Ruggajo, the 
Director of Cure Services in the 
Ministry of Health made the 
remarks here on Monday this 
week in his opening speech at a 
training seminar that discussed 
on the prevention and control 
of NCDs Phase IV for service 
providers in four regions.

“One of existing strategic plans 
is to boost primary health services 

by empowering 600 health 
centres by providing training to 
3,000 health services providers in 
26 mainland regions by December 
2023,” he said.

He said already 577 primary 
health services providers have been 
so empowered from 138 health 
centres in five regions in Phase I, II 
and III.

He further said the training 
expected to reach health services 
providers to boost the level in 
prevention and compatibility of the 
diseases starting from community 
to national level. 

Valeria Millinda, the manager 
of the national plan for the 

prevention of NCDs, mental health 
and accidents said the strategy is 
being implemented by adhering 
to priorities of the 2012 to 2021 
strategic plan.

Millinda said the training in 
Phase I and II were conducted in 
December 2021 whereby a total of 
33 health services providers from 
regional and local council levels in 
Dar es Salaam and Coast regions 
were empowered to 150 health 
services in 43 centres.

He said in Phase III 53 instructors 
from seven regions – Kilimanjaro, 
Arusha, Songwe, Dodoma, Singida, 
Kigoma and Lindi, and experts from 
district and regional hospitals level 

were facilitated by the training from 
the Ministry of Health.

He said in regard to Phase IV 
whose training was launched two 
days ago here involves 400 health 
services providers from 94 health 
centres in four regions.

He named the regions as 
including Lindi, Kigoma, Dodoma 
and Songwe, and added that they 
plan to empower 68 instructors 
at regional level from 17 regions 
including Geita, Mwanza, Simiyu, 
Shinyanga, Kagera, Manyara and 
Tabora.

Others are Iringa, Mbeya, Njombe, 
Rukwa, Katavi, Ruvuma, Mtwara, 
Morogoro and Tanga.

By Guardian Reporter

COUNCILS implementing 
national government-funded 
development projects have been 
urged to speed up as it emerged 
that some works have either stalled 
or going on at a snail’s pace as funds 
lie in bank accounts.

This follows a visit by Deputy 
Permanent Secretary in the Vice 
President’s Office (Environment) Dr 
Switbert Mkama to Nzega District 
Council in Tabora Region where 
he expressed dissatisfaction with 
implementation of Reversing Land 
Degradation and promoting Food 
Security (LDFS) project.

A statement released yesterday 
by Vice President’s Office said Dr 
Mkama was shocked with slow 
speed of the work due to the fact 
that funds have already been 
released by the government to all 
district councils that implement 
the project, including Nzega.

“The use of funds in this project 
is not satisfactory at all; for the 
year 2022/23, Nzega has been 
allocated 2.3bn/- and out of that 
467.6mn/- is in the bank account 
and it is supposed to be utilised by 
December this year,” he said.

After he found a project of 
building a warehouse for harvesting 
rice to be stagnant, he asked the 
leadership of the council to evaluate 
its performance and gave officials 
seven days to prepare a work plan 
for the implementation of the work.

On the site, the contractor had not 
done the work as required because 
only the foundation was dug in the 
one month contract which started 
on October 1, 2022 and expected to 
be completed on October 30, 2022.

“It is impossible to complete the 
work in the remaining time; the 
contractor has not done any work 
for 23 days, but the council is silent, 
the director is silent, the district 
project coordinator is silent and 
does not take action,” he said.

As a result, he directed the 
termination of the contract against 
the contractor as he has failed to 

perform his duties and manage the 
contract with the council.

He asked the management of the 
council to evaluate themselves in 
their positions and immediately 
remove the district project 
coordinator because he failed to 
manage the project.

In addition, in another step, he 
asked the director of the council to 
take action against the Procurement 
Officer in the process of buying a 
rice threshing machine through the 
project, which allegedly does not 
meet the standards and is not in line 
with the actual price.

Dr Mkama said the machine 
seems to have been bought for 
50mn/- which is above the actual 
price and directed the Office of the 
Auditor General of to be engaged in 
inspecting it.

Evance Chambo, Nzega District 
Administrative Secretary, said 
he had received the instructions 
and promised that the District 
Commissioner’s office will fully 
supervise the implementation.

He said he will instruct the district 
project coordinator to provide 
implementation information every 
week to ensure it is implemented as 
planned to avoid such challenges.

Dr Mkama also visited other 
projects including the drilling of 
deep water wells in the villages 
of Bulende and Bulambukana, 
the beekeeping project in the 
village of Lyamalangwa where he 
congratulated villagers for showing 
enthusiasm in the project.

Accompanied by a team of 
experts from the VPO, they visited 
and inspected LDFS project in the 
districts of Magu (Mwanza), Nzega 
(Tabora) and Mkalama (Singida) 
where he gave instructions after 
encountering various challenges.

Govt to train 3,000 primary health
care providers for control of NCDs

Councils called upon to speed up 
projects as cash lies idle in banks

“It is impossible to complete the 
work in the remaining time; the 
contractor has not done any 
work for 23 days, but the council 
is silent, the director is silent, the 
district project coordinator is 
silent and does not take action”



6  Wednesday 26 October 2022

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

FARMERS and producers of 
organic fertiliser in Mbeya and 
Songwe regions have appealed 
to the government to formulate a 
policy to mobilise for ecological 
farming that will spur the use of 
organic fertilisers for the production 
of crops and help in environmental 
conservation.

The appeal was issued on Monday 
this week at a meeting by farmers 
and other stakeholders engaged 
in farming various crops during 
which they also discussed how 
ecological farming can help farmers 
to produce profitably and increase 
soil fertility.

Among the farmers who 
participated in the meeting, 
Tujolege Mwakisunga who engaged 
in rice farming at Ndobo Village in 
Kyela District said the government 
should have good systems in 
enhancing ecological farming that 
is beneficial to farmers after it was 
proven so during the last farming 
season.

Mwakisunga said farm inputs 
have spurred people to invent 
organic fertiliser by using manure 
and rice husks, hence, he added it is 
time for the government to support 
these efforts. 

He said ecological farming 
through established rice 
demonstration farms has created 
hopes that the use of organic 
fertiliser produces more crop yields 
of high quality as compared to the 
use of industrial fertilisers.

Commenting, Benjamin 
Mwaijumba, Mababu Ward 
Agriculture Officer in Kyela District 
said ecological farming has been 
profitable to farmers due to the high 
cost of modern fertilisers.

“We have been visited and 
educated by researchers from 
various government institutions 
and when farmers tried ecological 
farming, they found out it was 
very profitable, as apart from high 
crop yield, it revives soil fertility 
destroyed by toxic fertilisers,” said 
Mwaijumba.

An expert on the crops value 
chain from Agricultural Non State 
Actors Forum (ANSAF), Owen 
Nelson said that the research they 
did in the farming sector found 
that ecological farming was hugely 
beneficial compared to using 
industrial fertilisers.

“The only issue is for farmers 
to abide by expert advice in crops 
production as well as for the 
government to see the importance 
of formulating a policy in regard 
to boosting ecological farming to 
enable its recognition within and 
outside the country with the aim of 
capturing markets for farmers,” he 
added.

Draw up policy on 
ecological farming, 
farmers and makers 
of fertiliser ask govt

Rebecca Framp (L), Orca Energy’s Group Office and Environmental Social and Governance manager, poses for a photo late last week with Songo 
Songo Island pre-school children supported by PanAfrican Energy. She was out to inspect development projects funded by the firm. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE Institute of Adult Education 
(IAE) is planning to establish a 
special programme of lessons 
for adults, vocational training 
and entrepreneurship for the 
Wahadzabe community through 
the Integrated Programme 
for Out-of-School Adolescents 
(IPOSA).

In addition, during 2021/22 the 
institute mobilised for the return 
to schools 3,333 girls who stopped 
with their secondary education due 
to various reasons.

The reasons include difficult 
learning environment, pregnancies 
or early child marriages for those 

between 13 and 21 years of age, 
equivalent to 111 per cent of the 
target set for 131 centres served by 
803 teachers.

This was revealed on Monday by 
IAE Director, Michael Ng’umbi when 
responding to reporters’ questions 
soon after submitting his report 
regarding the implementation of 
various on adult education in the 
country.

He said through IPOSA project 
that is involved in in providing 
education to adults, a special 
programme in Manyara Region 
has been organised for vocational 
training and entrepreneurship for 
everyone.

“The Wahadzabe are our fellow 

Tanzanians and similar to other 
communities in the country 
hence they have the right to get 
services we provide through our 
institution through IPOSA,” he 
said.

Regarding work done by the 
institution in FY 2021/22, he said 
they have organised themselves 
to conduct training in all its three 
campuses located in Dar es Salaam, 
Morogoro and Mwanza.

He further said a total of 8,093 
students, 4,644 women and 3,449 
men received the training.

He also said the institute 
registered 3,426 to the three IAE 
programmes for 2021/22 academic 
year.

He further said during the same 
period IAE prepared training 
curricula for teachers on adult 
education in vocational training 
and technology.

“In regard to FY 2022/23 
IAE expects to continue in 
the implementation of this 
responsibility, including finalising 
training curriculum for adult 
education,” he added.

He further said in 2021/2022 IAE 
received a total of 62 applications 
from stakeholders requesting 
registration in operating secondary 
education centres in Tanzania 
Mainland, and added that only 58 
applicants had met registration 
criteria.

IAE to establish vocational training programme for adults

We have been vis-
ited and educated 
by researchers from 
various government 
institutions and 
when farmers tried 
ecological farm-
ing, they found out 
it was very profit-
able, as apart from 
high crop yield, it 
revives soil fertility 
destroyed by toxic 
fertilisers

By Guardian Reporter

INCLUSIVE and strong multi-
stakeholder approaches from 
both the public and private 
sectors are highly needed so 
as to address water risks and 
contribute towards improving 
its quality and quantity for 
sustainable development.

Dr Amani Ngusaru, country 
director of the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF) made 
the statement in Dar es Salaam 
on Monday when speaking 
at a forum that brought 
together members of the Water 
Stewardship in Africa to discuss 
water security.

The three-day forum that 
commenced yesterday to 
October 27, is an opportunity 
for WWF and Anheuser-Busch 
InBev (AB InBev) market leads, 
in-country teams, governmental 
stakeholders and partners 
to share knowledge, foster 
thought leadership and drive 
water stewardship in local 
communities. Leads from both 
AB InBev and WWF will engage 
on the existing projects at various 
phases of implementation in 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and 
Mozambique.

Dr Ngusaru said the private 
sector including all commercial 
companies have a role to 
play in environmental and 
water resources protection 
and that this is high time they 
should extend their support 
by investing in programmes to 
protect nature.

He said companies doing 
business have to focus on 
giving back through Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) by 
ensuring that the environment is 
protected and investing heavily 
in supporting efforts to protect 
water sources.

Dr Ngusaru said early this 
year, AB InBev through Tanzania 
Breweries Ltd (TBL) issued a 
total of $600,000 (about 1.4bn/-

) to finance the implementation 
of a bankable nature solution 
project.

The three-year project, which 
is implemented collaboratively 
by WWF and Wami/Ruvu Basin 
Water Board (WRBWB), focuses 
on protecting Ruvu River and 
improving water quality and 
quantity supplied to Dar es 
Salaam.

 “Water is life, without water 
there is indeed no life. Water 
contributes to the national 
economy significantly. It is 
therefore crucial that the 
management of freshwater 
resources is taken seriously 
by the government, key 
stakeholders and all water 
users,” he said.

Andre Fourie, global 
sustainability vice president 
at ABIbev, said: “Tanzania has 
abundant water resources in 
terms of a number of lakes, 
rivers and wetlands, but 
some communities do not 

have reliable access to clean 
drinking water. The equitable 
and universal provision of safe, 
affordable water and ecosystem 
restoration is one of the 
sustainable development goals, 
and underpins our partnership 
with the WWF and collaboration 
with local stakeholders on 
how we can have a sustainable, 
positive impact in this regard.”

The partnership between AB 
InBev and WWF has now been 
in place for four years globally 
and this is the first time that 
the partnership is forged in 
Tanzania. The partnership is 
driven by a shared ambition 
to measurably improve water 
quality and quantity in identified 
high-risk sites by 2025.

He noted that the Dar es Salaam 
Water Security Project, focuses 
on improving water quality and 
quantity as well as protecting 
watershed biodiversity in the 
city of Dar es Salaam and satellite 
towns through bankable nature-

based solutions, particularly in 
the Msimbazi, Mzinga and Ruvu 
river sub-catchments.

Jose Moran, TBL managing 
director, said “We thank WWF 
and the government who are 
both essential partners for their 
contribution towards ensuring 
that the water stewardship 
activities are a success.”

He added that these 
partnerships not only help to 
safeguard all water sources in 
Tanzania but are also key to us 
building resilience in the face of 
climate change which, climate 
scientists tell us, is likely to bring 
with it more severe droughts in 
the future.”

Eric Oyare, Blue Heart of 
Africa Initiative Leader at WWF, 
said it is an opportune time to 
bring together partners from 
across the partnership to share 
successes of work.

“We will also seek to explore 
in detail and maximize learning 
from common themes such as 
invasive non-native species, 
developing bankable nature-
based solutions and mobilising 
community action and citizen 
science,” he said.

Water Stewardship in Africa members
meet in Dar to discuss sector security

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Country director Dr Amani Ngusaru (R) and Tanzania Breweries Ltd 
managing director Jose Daniel Moran Ramirez have a quick word in Dar es Salaam on Monday. It was 
shortly after a briefing for the media and stakeholders on the holding of a three-day water stewardship 
workshop where players in the sector are to discuss the best ways to boost water availability and 
security in Africa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



Wednesday 26 October 2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        7

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Correspondent Felix Andrew

INDONESIA’S Ambassador to Tanzania, 
Tri Yogo Jatmiko, has urged students to 
hold a United Nations model simulation 
when celebrating UN Day.

Speaking during commemoration of the 
UN day at Aga Khan Primary School in Dar 
es Salaam on Monday, the Ambassador 
said there are many ways to celebrate 
the day while congratulating the United 
Nations for its 77th anniversary.

Model United Nations often referred to 
as model UN or MUN is an extracurricular 
most commonly  known for high school 
students  but also available to middle 
school students and college.

He said Model UN is a simulation of 
UN organisations such as UN General 
Assembly, UN Security Council, UNICEF 
and others. 

“UN model simulation reinforces what 

students learn in the classroom from 
their teachers, at conferences through 
UN model simulation they will learn also 
from each other,” he said. He said the 
simulation does not replace the classroom, 
it complements the classroom.

Through this simulation you will get 
experience that will give you a full taste of 
the complexity of international relations, 
he said. He congratulated Aga Khan 
Schools in Tanzania for holding the UN 
model simulation to celebrate UN day.

Ambassador Jatmiko also praised 
students who participated in the important 
activity looking to learn more about 
politics,  current events, or international 
relations and for students who want to 
improve their public speaking or debate 
skills as well as negotiation skills.

According to him, there is no other 
global organization with the legitimacy 
convening power and normative impact 

of the United Nations.
He asked students to internalise 

what they learn in class and deliver the 
information in various ways.

He said the information can be delivered 
through speeches, collaboration and 
resolutions.

Board Chairman of Aga Khan Schools 
in Tanzania, Shabir Abji, thanked the 
Indonesia envoy for taking part in the UN 
day celebration.

He said the 77 years of the UN gives a 
message of hope, solving conflicts so that 
people live happy lives.

In 1945, representatives of 50 countries 
met in San Francisco at the United Nations 
Conference on International Organisation 
to draw up the United Nations Charter.

The United Nations officially came into 
existence on 24 October 1945, when the 
charter had been ratified by a majority of 
signatories.

By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

AGRICULTURE minister Hussein Bashe, 
who is also Nzega Member of Parliament, has 
expressed his satisfaction with the pace of the 
implementation of the wastewater treatment 
facility Project for Nzega Town, Tabora 
Region under the supervision of Nzega Urban 
and Water Sanitation Authority (NZUWASA) 
costing 2bn/-.

Addressing government officials at 
members of the public at the project site in 
Uchama Ward, he said to a large extent the 
value for money commensurate with the 
project work that has been completed at 90 
per cent. 

He said the project will have great benefits 
in preserving the environment in Nzega 
Town with farmers expected to benefit from 
fertiliser that will be produced from the 
wastewater.

“This is a big project in this town and 
will help in environmental destruction 

including the eruption of an infectious 
disease due to poor wastewater 
management,” he said.

He added that after the completion of the 
project, they will embark on the wastewater 
drainage system to the wastewater facility to 
do away with the need to frequently empty 
waste septic tanks from residential areas 
using wastewater trucks.

NZUWASA Director, Eng Athuman 
Kilundumya said the cost for the project 
is 2bn/- while the actual cost is more than 
1.5bn/-.

He said the project, which started in April 
this year will be implemented in 12 months 
and now it has reached 90 per cent, and 
added that after completion it will be the 
second such project in the country after 
Kahama Town.

CCM chairman for Nzega District, Maganga 
Sengerema praised the project’s supervision 
under NZUWASA as well as for other water 
projects in Nzega Town. 

Minister praises work on waste
water treatment facility project 

Indonesian envoy urges students
to hold model simulation on UN
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W
ORLD Food Day 
is celebrated on 
October 16, 2022 
every year. This 

year’s theme is: Leave NO ONE 
behind.  It   showcased better 
production, better nutrition, a 
better environment, and a better 
life.

In this year alone, the global 
impact of compounding crises 
demonstrates, more than ever, why 
food scarcity must be addressed 
internationally and how there must 
be a shift in the food and agricultural 
systems.

October 16 is World Food Day, and 
this year it seems crucial to take stock 
of the causes and consequences 
of global food insecurity. Food 
insecurity has already been of 
greater concern in recent years due 
to the global COVID-19 pandemic 
disrupting our interconnected 
governance, trade, welfare, and 
humanitarian aid systems. This 
year has seen a continuation of 
those disruptions exacerbated 
by the ongoing pandemic and 
increasing challenges brought on by 
climate and environment-induced 
disasters, conflict, and rising prices.

The impact could not be more 
obvious. Findings from the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) show that over 40 per cent of 
the world population - or 3.1 billion 
people - cannot afford a healthy 
diet and that 828 million people 
are hungry. Rising food prices 
across crops in meats, cereals, and 
oils have disrupted the Food Price 

Index, which has been declining for 
six months.

The increase in food insecurity 
and its impact on global hunger 
has been observed worldwide. But 
between certain regions, there are 
clear disparities. Africa has been 
bearing the greater burden of 
food insecurity. A new report from 
the FAO reveals that in 2021, 20.2 
per cent, or one-fifth of the total 
population, went hungry. The next 
highest rate is Asia, with 9.1 percent. 
A disparity that wide should be 
more than enough to raise the 
alarm.

This food insecurity has 
also resulted in micronutrient 
deficiencies, such as zinc, iron, 
vitamin A, vitamin B, folate, 
and vitamin D. While at first 
unnoticeable; these deficiencies 
can lead to long-term losses in 
health and cognitive development. 
This would be fatal, especially to 
young children still developing and 
still needing proper nutrition.

Researchers from the Global 
Alliance for Improved Nutrition 
(GAIN) conducted an analysis of the 
global prevalence of micronutrient 
deficiencies in preschool-aged 
children and non-pregnant women 
of reproductive age. Its findings 
suggested that over half of the 
preschoolers and two-thirds of 
the women in the study reported 
a deficiency in either iron, zinc, or 
folate. 

Regionally, the majority of the 
children and women lived in east 
Asia and the Pacific, south Asia, 
or sub-Saharan Africa. While the 
report acknowledged its limitations, 

and in how rarely the rate of 
deficiency is quantified and the 
absence of a global standard rate 
at the time of the study, as GAIN 
executive director Dr Lawrence 
Haddad has noted, one might 
observe the troubling implications 
for a wider demographic.

“Once we factor in males 
and other age groups, such as 
schoolchildren and the elderly, 
these numbers imply that our 
current global suggestion that two 
billion people suffer from hidden 
hunger is a gross underestimation,” 
he said.

In the context of Africa and the 
Sahel region, local governments’ 
capacity to respond to the food 
crisis have been limited or difficult 
to implement in the face of conflict 
within the region and in neighboring 
countries. Even international 
intervention from groups like FAO 
and World Food Programme (WFP) 
have had to work with limited 
resources and funding. In February, 
it was reported that within the 
last three years in the Sahel, the 
number of people dealing with 
starvation increased dramatically 
and dangerously, from 3.6 to 10.5 
million.

Forced displacement caused by 
conflict in the region also impacts 
food security, as more than 5 million 
people live in forced displacement 
from Burkina Faso to the Lake Chad 
Basin area.

But what is perhaps more 
pressing, and more devastating, 
is the impact of climate change or 
environment-induced disasters on 
food security. The Sahel region in 

particular is susceptible to extreme 
weather conditions such as heavy 
rains and floods, and the Horn of 
Africa is suffering from a historic 
drought this year. Looking at other 
regions, the recent floods that 
devastated Pakistan destroyed over 
$70 billion USD worth in rice crops. 
This has also led to a rise in rice 
prices in the international market 
from other major rice exporters 
such as India, Thailand, and Viet 
Nam. Meanwhile, sub-Saharan 
Africa is heavily dependent on rice 
imports. It is an example of how 
connected the world is, and how 
we are dependent on each other 
to help meet that most basic and 
essential need: food.

With all these crises piling 
onto one another, it is easy to feel 
overwhelmed. But it also makes 
the theme of World Food Day 
even more pertinent. It is why this 
year’s theme feels more like a call 
to action: leave no one behind. 
These challenges will persist and 
only further overwhelm the global 
community unless we are united 
in our efforts to mitigate food 
insecurity. We are undeniably and 
inextricably dependent on each 
other to meet our needs for food, 
health, and security. “Leave no one 
behind” is a simplified reminder 
and approach, to a problem with 
complex parts and overlapping 
problems.

This call to action will only ring 
true when greater systematic 
changes are implemented in the 
food systems, and when this is 
revisited frequently rather than left 
for the next big natural disaster.

World Food Day 2022 call to action as 828m people go hungry

Gender stakeholders will succeed in 
uplifting women - not altering culture

T
HERE is a big gender 
festival taking place in 
Dar es Salaam, led by 
the Tanzania Gender 

Networking Programme (TGNP) and 
Coady Institute, an international non-
governmental organisation. The two 
organisations have teamed up for a 
six-day workshop on gender justice 
strengthening in Tanzania.

The main body of the work is tied 
to TGNP’s Feminist Advocacy for 
Gender Justice (FAGJ) programme 
for 2019/2024 which targets women’s 
empowerment and sensitization on 
gender issues. Are there new issues or 
just familiar tracks?

The practical purposes of the 
workshop, with upwards of 25 
participants from a number of 
countries and numerous local 
organisations is billed to seek to build 
strength in women’s organisations, 
push ‘theoretical and practical 
foundations of feminist advocacy.’ 
Knowing the breadth of familiarity 
with these issues, is a six day jamboree 
for theory and labouring over 
experiences from all sides not perhaps 
a bit extravagant? Each country has its 
particular parameters of culture, and 
the idea that feminism can argue the 
whole world to a specific text is not 
realistic, and more needs to be done on 
available opportunities, less advocacy.

It is partly for this reason that 
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa was 
in the past few weeks asking NGOs 
to reconcile their programmes with 
government priorities. 

A weakness in that direction is 
evident in this jamboree, when officials 
say that it ‘focuses on supporting 
feminists to advance gender justice 
in a broad range of sectors, and in 
particular through ongoing projects 
and partnerships with the Coady 
Institute.’ Not of empowerment but 
advocacy, whereas anyone familiar 
with what TGNP and others have been 
doing ought to know that capacity 

per se isn’t at issue unless it refers to 
hardline feminism, etc.

Looking at the list of important 
participants from abroad, one gets 
the picture of the range of social and 
economic problems that they face, 
and is hard put to believe that what 
they need is a good dose of feminism. 
Some of us believe that what the late 
Mwalimu Nyerere said in his opening 
remarks to ‘Socialism and Rural 
Development’ early in 1967 suffices 
on the matter, that traditional African 
society, while basically socialist, had 
two substantial drawbacks. One was 
the collective poverty it was immersed 
in, and another was the inferior 
position of women in society. Mwalimu 
was no feminist; he pursued positive 
emancipation by elevating women’s 
expectations while respecting culture, 
etc.

That kind of outlook or projection is 
in substance or measure more helpful 
than undisguised feminism, which can 
only be put to use by a narrow portion 
of women who have the wherewithal 
to pursue all their book rights, 
whatever the practical implications. 

Most women are not in a position 
to exercise ‘the right of refusal’ in 
conjugal issues even if they have 
complaints, as family stability is 
something a woman must labour to 
preserve. ‘Theoretical feminism’ opens 
up dreamy lands of self-governing and 
socially emancipated women, whereas 
the most important issue is to enable 
millions of women to conduct urban 
farming to ensure proper nutrition for 
their children, not learn to rebel from 
households.

Indeed the countries that sent 
delegations to the jamboree, those 
developing like ourselves, can scarcely 
apply ‘theoretical feminism’ at home 
but rather seek to empower women 
with seed capital, technology, energy 
sources and even sheer motivation. 
They will move out of poverty, gain 
much more domestic liberty.

E
VEN as the  rescue teams 
reported success in  
fighting off fire on ‘Mt Kili’ 
higher policy examiners 

have expressed worries on the 
regular fires on the spectacular 
mountain climbing zone.  Reports 
said that rescue teams from various 
institutions had been successful in 
fighting off fire on ‘Mt Kili” most of 
the fire that for two days ravaged an 
expansive area with key mountain 
climbing routes in the Kilimanjaro 
National Park (KINAPA). It was a back 
breaking job by local standards as 
it called into place reinforcements 
altogether numbering nearly 500 
personnel combating the flames 
from different points. The pain is, 
why is fire outbreak an annual event?

At least two cabinet ministers have 
been involved in the sorting out the 
matter, Dr Pindi Chana who holds the 
tourism portfolio and her colleague, 
Dr Selemani Jafo, who is inter alia 
charged with the environment. The 
zone of the blaze was like other 
years a particularly sensitive area, 
as climbers usually make a short 
hike through the dense mountain 
rainforest from Millennium Camp 
(3,950 meters) to Mweka Gate (1,640 
meters) after reaching the peak at 
5895 meters. Reports said the fire 
threatened both the transit camp 
and other installations.

The basic explanation was that 
the fire that broke out during the 
weekend started at the Karanga 
rest camp and moved fast towards 
Barranco camp, damaging a wide 
area of natural forest. In all, the post-
midnight fire damaged 0.4 per cent 
of KINAPA area, spread over 1,712 
square kilometres, on the basis of 
one minister, speaking on the spot. At 
most efforts were at a late stage being 
directed at a deep ravine at Karanga 
area where the flames proved 

adamant.
It was from the environment 

portion of the gathered stakeholders, 
at cabinet level, that questions 
were posed that need answers. The 
responsible minister has instructed 
environment experts to make an 
assessment of the outbreak and 
determine the cause of the fire, and 
why the KINAPA area suffers fire 
outbreaks in a regular way. That the 
situation was returning to normal 
and people going on with their 
tourism activities wasn’t enough to 
close the matter, was the message.

A top conservation executive 
unveiled a database illustrating the 
frequency and extent of damage 
from periodic fires at the mountain 
climbing zone. A database indicates 
that in fiscal 2015/16 a total of 49.13 
hectares of the park area was 
ravaged by fire, falling to 17 hectares 
the following year, multiplying the 
damage to spread over 82 hectares in 
2017/18. The fire outbreak in 2018/19 
took the damage to 72.3 hectares and 
this year it has been stopped at 22.05 
hectares. It takes the impression 
of a predictable accident, which is 
worrisome.

The summation on fire-related 
damage wasn’t devastating as at any 
rate fire doesn’t actually destroy a 
patch of land, while it may indeed 
disturb the flora and fauna. A total 
of 242.48 hectares of forest area 
was vastly damaged by fire in the 
five years to 2020, explained from 
improper beekeeping practices, 
plus poaching and farming. Still, the 
Controller and Auditor General (CAG) 
said in his 2020/21 national audit 
report that the 2020 fire occasioned 
a loss of 1.2bn/. It affirmed that the 
conservation authorities lack the 
capability, equipment or readiness to 
fight such disasters, despite repeated 
fires. Is this a careful design?

Minister posing the right 
questions on Kinapa fires

By Franck Bafeli

T
HE Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation of the 
Republic of Mali, 

Abdoulaye Diop, took part in the 
United Nations Security Council, on 
October 18, devoted to the quarterly 
report of the Secretary General 
of the United Nations, António 
Guterres, on the situation in Mali, 
covering the period from June 3 to 
September 19, 2022.

Abdoulaye Diop addressed many 
topics in his speech, such as the 
progress towards the country’s 
return to constitutional order, 
the Algiers process, the security 
situation, the question of human 
rights. 

However, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs has given the utmost 
attention to the complaint filed by 
the Government of Mali with the UN 
Security Council two months ago, 
on August 15, 2022, with a request 
to hold an emergency meeting. 
This complaint relates to repeated 
violations of Malian airspace by 
the French forces, the sharing 
of information, the delivery of 
weapons for the benefit of criminal 

organizations. 
At the Security Council, 

Abdoulaye Diop said he was 
perplexed by the silence of the 
Secretary-General’s report on the 
referral to the Security Council by 
Mali on August 15, 2022, concerning 
the attempts at destabilization 
and the repeated violations of 
the airspace by French troops. 
The Minister of Mali underlined 
that these extremely serious acts 
of aggression should not remain 
without follow-up.

“The Government of Mali 
renews its request for a specific 
meeting of the Security Council, 
which will give it the opportunity 
to present concrete evidence 
of acts of duplicity, espionage 
and destabilization by France 
against Mali”, said Minister Diop, 
emphasizing that the people of 
Mali expect the Security Council to 
assume its primary responsibility 
for the maintenance of international 
peace and security.

The French ambassador to the 
UN, Nicolas de Rivière, rejected 

these accusations. So, Abdoulaye 
Diop invited France to be the bearer 
of the convocation of a meeting of 
the Security Council, if it is so sure 
of its innocence: “Now that France 
has taken the floor to deny the 
accusations, I hope that it carries 
the convening of a meeting so that 
Mali can give its evidence”. The 
Security Council’s silence on Mali’s 
complaint raises many questions 
and misunderstandings not only 
among the authorities and people of 
Mali, but among the entire African 
continent.

Another important topic that 
Abdoulaye Diop touched on in his 
speech was the UN peacekeeping 
mission in Mali. He said that there is 
no desire to restrict the movements 
of MINUSMA but rather a desire to 
assert Mali’s sovereignty over its 
territory. Minister Diop invited the 
UN mission “to cooperate fully with 
the Malian side, with a view to the 
effectiveness of our joint actions 
on the ground”. The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Mali explained 
that the Malian Government 

had to take certain measures for 
national security considerations, 
following the arrival, without legal 
basis, of foreign forces presenting 
themselves under the banner of the 
United Nations. He also specified 
that the suspension of rotations 
that followed was only temporary, 
it was immediately lifted following 
the establishment of a permanent 
high-level consultation framework 
between the Government and 
MINUSMA.

Thus, the impressive speech of 
Malian Foreign Minister Abdoulaye 
Diop made it clear that Mali has 
no problem with MINUSMA and 
that the Malian side is ready for 
cooperation, subject to respect 
for the country’s sovereignty. 
This speech also showed the 
determination of the authorities 
of Mali, and of the Malian people, 
to go all the way with regard to 
the complaint against France, 
submitted to the Security Council. 
But, really, why, two months later, 
the Malian complaint remains 
unanswered.

The UN Security Council’s silence on Mali’s 
complaint filed against France is perplexing
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The fight for free media has been long and tough but not all has been lost 
F

Or several years now, media 
stakeholders in the coun-
try have been using various 
means to push for the reform 

of hostile media laws. Media Coun-
cil of tanzania (MCt) has been us-
ing litigation, among other means, as 
a tool to advocate for these desired 
changes. Our COrreSpOndent pe-
ter nyanje met with MCt executive 
Secretary Kajubi Mukanga (pictured) 
who elaborates on how litigation has 
helped in the push for media law re-
forms. Here are the excerpts:

Q. What informed MCT to use liti-
gation as advocacy tool to reinforce 
the fight for better media laws?

A. this strategy has its roots in an ad-
vice by retired justice thomas Mihayo, 
who later on became president of the 
Council. Often, when I told him about 
the challenges of legal framework in 
the country, he would always ask me 
‘why can’t we take the problematic 
piece of legislation to the court?’

following his persistence on the is-
sue, we started strategizing on how to 
use litigation as a means of advocacy 
but also as a means of pressure and 
as a way of expressing stakeholders’ 
needs. that is how we started using liti-
gation as one of advocacy tools.

Q. What is the experience you’ve 
got from the first case you were in-
volved in?

a. We got involved in litigation in var-
ious levels. first, as party to the case as 
litigants together with other stakehold-
ers; we also supported other parties 
which had filed cases which relate to 
violation of freedom of expression and 
access to information.

the first major case which we were 
involved directly in is the reference we 
filed at the east african Court of justice 
in 2017 where we challenged a total of 
18 sections of the Media Services act 
(MSa).

We went to the court because we be-
lieved that those sections were against 
some articles of the east african Com-
munity (eaC) treaty on the issues of 
democracy, freedom of expression and 
rule of law.

Sections of the law we challenged in-

Books: Silent best friends that can 
make you happy and very wealthy 

T
Here is this touching story of a lady travel-
ling on a public transport with her 10-year-
old child. the lady was busy reading as other 
passengers did mostly nothing. What stood 

out was the fact that like mother, the child’s face was 
also partially buried into a book suitable for his age. 

“Sorry for disturbing you, madam, but how did you 
convince your child read like this,” a perplexed lady 
in the next seat asked. “My dear, I didn’t invest any-
thing, children just imitate what people around them 
do,” the mother replied. Long silence followed after 
that response. 

reading is a very good habit that one needs to de-
velop in life. Good books can inform you, enlighten 
you and lead you in the right direction. there is no 
better companion than a good book. reading is im-
portant because it is good for your overall wellbeing. 
Once you start reading, you experience a whole new 
world.

When you start loving reading, you eventually get 
addicted to it. this fantastic addiction does not have 
any bad side effects. reading develops language skills 
and vocabulary. reading books is also a way to re-
lax and reduce stress. It is important to read a good 
book at least for a few minutes each day to stretch the 
brain muscles for healthy functioning.

Books really should be your best friends as you can 
rely on them when you are bored, upset, depressed, 
lonely or annoyed. they will accompany you anytime 
you want them and enhance your mood. Good books 
always guide you to the correct path in life.

Most importantly, true knowledge that can trans-
form lives is hidden in books. all of the science, in-
novation, technology, vocational skills and artificial 
intelligence is hidden in books. through learning by 
reading, you can use the knowledge to make money 
and actually earn a fortune. 

So, only positive effects of book reading are really 
blessings for everyone. reading improves one’s posi-
tive ability, excessive knowledge around the world, 
enhances creative ability by increasing knowledge; it 
improves communication skills, reduces stress, gives 
analytical skill and improves great pleasures by re-
ducing boredom.

the habit of reading is one of the best qualities one 
can possess. It is great pleasure to sit in a quiet place 
and enjoy reading. experts recommend reading on a 
daily basis for at least 30 minutes. But in the digital 
era, we are losing the interest of reading books. We 
are addicted to electronic gadgets more than books. 
Online reading is also good but not everyone has the 
access of digital world.

to revive the dying culture of book reading amid 
the growing adoption of digital technologies, many 
organizations are trying to motivate people to read 
books which contain true knowledge that can trans-
form lives. 

there are initiatives such as readers cafés, some 
street libraries, book stalls in bus stops, and book col-
lections in salons. reading earlier confined to only 

a few bookstores and libraries. But 
nowadays people frequent cafes for 
their leisure. So, this kind of combined 
idea both meals or a drink and access 
to books is really awesome.

for instance, there is this Soma Book 
Café situated along regent estate in 
dar es Salaam. Soma is a Kiswahili 
word for read and this means there 
is a library in the café which makes it 
among favourite eateries for both book 
land food lovers in the city. 

It was established in 2008 as an alter-
native public place for leisure, culture, 
and learning. Housing a bookshop, 

a coffee and a snack bar in a garden 
lounge; it is a hub for socializing, self-
study, group discussions, book launch-
es, art and cultural shows, literary and 
intellectual discourse and hosts clubs 
as well as classes for creative writing, 
poetry, chess, scrabble, yoga, dance 
and many more.

a gender activist and former univer-
sity of dar es Salaam literature student 
demere Kitunga teamed up with some 
volunteers from the dar es Salaam In-
ternational academy and Blooming af-
rica for the street library project. 

She took the plan to the Kinondoni 

clude sections 7, 13, 14, 19, 20 and 
21. We also challenged sections 35, 
36, 37, 38, 39 and 40 as well as sec-
tions 50, 52, 53, 54, 58 and 59.

We believed that those sections 
infringed article 6(d) and 8(1) (c) of 
the eaC treaty on the aspects of 
freedom of expression and access 
to information.

We asked the court to issue an 
order to respondent, the attorney 
General of the united republic of 
tanzania, to cease application of 
the act and repeal or amend the 
noted sections.

We filed this case alongside 
Legal and Human rights Cen-
tre (LHrC) and tanzania Hu-
man rights defenders Coalition 
(tHrdC).

at the same time, we were sup-
porting union of tanzania press 
Clubs (utpC) and Hali Halisi 
publishers who had filed a con-
stitutional case at the High Court, 
Mwanza registry. they were also 
challenging the constitutionality 
of the sections in the same law.

But there was little success as 
far as the merit of the Mwanza 
case was concerned as it was 
thrown out on technicalities. the 
High Court ruled that there were 
options which the litigants could 
have used to attain their constitu-
tional rights.

Our partners, utpC, appealed 
before three judges seeking re-
view but the three judges said it 
was ill advised to send the appeal 
to them. they noted that the case 
was to be sent to the Court of ap-
peal.

But when the appeal was filed 
at the appellate Court, it was also 
thrown out on technicalities with 
the apex court noting that it was 
time barred.

So, it was a mixed hand of ex-
perience. On one side at eaCj we 
got decision in our favour while 
in Mwanza, the case was thrown 
out on technicalities. So, the argu-
ments on this case were not even 
heard by the court.

But I am listing this case as 
achievement as well because 
though our arguments were not 
heard, it provided us with invalua-
ble experience on how to go about 
when dealing with these issues. I 
believe that this experience will 
help us in the future.

Q. Apart from these two cases 
can you take us, briefly, through 
the other case which MCT was 
involved in?

 a. there is another case we filed 
at the High Court Mtwara registry 
challenging the online content 
regulations of 2018 of the epOCa 
that is electronic and postal Com-
munications act.

We challenged the regulations 
for being in violation of the Con-
stitution, article 18 of Constitution 
to be specific. In this case we kind 
of won half and lost half.

But after the first ruling of the 
case, the government amended 
the regulations and we commend-
ed ourselves for being a push to 
the government to amend the 
regulations.

We appealed but the appeal was 

rendered nugatory because by then the government 
had already amended the regulations which we were 
challenging. We also sought judicial review of the 2020 
regulations.

We were also involved in defending Mwanahalisi 
when the newspaper was banned in March and raia 
Mwema when it was also banned for 90 days. this case 
has not ended, it is at the appeal stage now.

We also supported individual journalists who were 
charged. for example, in Mwanza, there were three 
journalists, Manga Msalaba, Christopher Gamaina and 
Zephania Mandia who were charged with armed rob-
bery and sentenced to 30 years imprisonment.

after these journalists were sentenced, we got infor-
mation that the charges were dubious and trumped up 
so we sent lawyers and appealed the case. after the ap-
peal, the government decided to drop all the charges 
and the journalists were released.

earlier, the journalists had detected misdeeds some-
where and when they went to investigate, they were 
arrested and taken to court for alleged armed and sen-
tenced to30 years each. When we appealed, the judge 
set aside the ruling noting that the case was not prop-
erly handled by the lower court and he ordered retrial. 
during the retrial, the government decided to drop the 
charges and the journalists were set free.

presently, we have a case at the east african Court 
of justice where we are challenging the impugned sec-
tions of Media Services act which were used to suspend 
uhuru newspaper in March and raia Mwema in april.

We are suing the government for contempt of the 
court as the same sections were rendered bad by the 
court which also ordered that they should be amend-
ed, yet the government still uses the same to punish 
media organisations.

Q. What are the achievements of this form of 
advocacy?

 A. It is difficult to directly say that the achieve-
ments in the push for better media laws are purely 
and totally based on litigation efforts. But definitely 
you can deduce that there is big contribution by liti-
gation efforts.

for example, despite the fact that the government 
did not start immediately amendments of the MSa af-
ter the east african Court of justice decision, howev-
er, we see attempts to make good section which were 
impugned by the court. So, you see that somehow the 
government has seen the logic and reasoning behind 
our arguments.

If you look at online content as well, you will notice 
that whenever we file against certain section of the 
law, amendments are done. you could see that there 
is contribution through litigation because those sec-
tions which were referred are being corrected.

and in the cases such as of Manga Msalaba and his 
colleagues who were already condemned to 30 years in 

prison in trumped up charges, such success is resound-
ing.

another form of achievement came through the case 
we filed at the east african Court of justice which deliv-
ered its ruling in 2019. the court ruled that 16 of the 18 
sections we disputed were unconstitutional.

these sections involve issues such as rights and obli-
gation of media houses, journalists’ accreditation board, 
accreditation of journalists, issuance of press cards, 
defamation and offences and penalties. as it stands, it 
is illegal for the government to use these sections of the 
law as they have been invalidated by the court.

Q. What is the response of stakeholders on using 
litigation as means of advocating for media-friendly 
laws?

a. there is mixed response in the sense that although 
they are appreciating and supporting the efforts to liti-
gate, sometimes media outlets, a media company or a 
media house, in our opinion, sometimes these people 
are wary of taking the government to court.

there is an incident, I think in 2020 where some 
media houses were fined for doing their job. We con-
vened a meeting with them and discussed the issue and 
offered help to challenge the penalty in court but they 
told us that rather than antagonising the government 
they were ready to pay the fine.

Q: What should be done to deal with such situa-
tions?

a: I don’t know exactly. What we are doing is talking 
to stakeholders, making pitch for litigation as advocacy 
tool because going to court when they are not treated 
fairly is their constitutional and democratic right. We 
will continue with campaign to sensitize stakeholders 
to stand up for their rights.

But the good thing is that we have now noted that the 
tone from the very top, the tone from the top person, 
the president, has changed tremendously. relations be-
tween the government and media are improving and 
there are some incidents to denote that situation such 
as the government readiness to amend the media laws 
as well as reinstatement of licences of four newspapers 
which were banned. Media Services act is not up for re-
view. So, we can say the situation is changing for better.

Q: After noting all these ups and downs of litiga-
tion as advocacy tool, what is the way forward?

a: the way forward is we are now in the process of 
strategising for what we are going to do in the next five 
years.

But definitely we are going to appraise our advocacy 
methods to see whether we need to change some of the 
modalities and methods we are using or not. as I have 
said, the situation now is different from before; there-
fore, there is a need to reassess our advocacy to make it 
more effective in accordance with the prevailing time.

Pressing Issues
With 
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Municipal Mayor for support and other local authori-
ties in an initiative meant to promote reading culture. 
Communities around the facility have started to ben-
efit from the initiative but Kitunga says it is still a long 
way to go.

She argues that unlike popular thinking, book 
reading is not only for the rich who have money to 
join big libraries. “the whole idea of taking books to 
the streets and reading them with people from poor 
backgrounds is to dispel such wrong perceptions,’’ 
she says.

this kind of book lover’s novel idea to promote 
reading habit really needs to not only be supported 
but replicated in other parts of the country. tanza-
nia’s literacy rate has been up and down since inde-
pendence. But in the past decades, there have been 
worrying trends of book apathy among tanzanians.

“We have to make sure that the society falls in love 
with reading. Our aim is to instill in them transforma-
tive ideas through books, drama and poetry,’’ she 
says.

Six months since the launch of the street library 
project, she says it has not been easy to convince the 
public to find time for books. “you tell a person about 
what you are up to, and they look at you as if you just 
landed from the moon. It’s not been easy to call them 
for a book reading session but I believe it will change 
with time’’, she says.

the campaigner is set to host a concert to mobilize 
people and promote the street library.  “there is this 
notion that tanzanians do not have a reading culture; 
I’m certain that this will change once such libraries 
are made available all over the country,” she says.
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African Union outspoken on international sanctions 
on Zimbabwe but silent on human rights abuses

HARARE

T
he Southern african Development Com-
munity (SaDC) designated 25 October as a 
day for solidarity against sanctions imposed 
on Zimbabwe by the european union (eu), 

united States (uS) and united Kingdom (uK) nearly 
20 years ago. the targeted sanctions were applied in 
response to human rights violations, government poli-
cies and actions that impede democracy, rule of law 
and respect for human and property rights. 

In Zimbabwe, the day will be marked by pomp and 
ceremony and an all-night music concert to protest 
against the economic hardship caused by the sanc-
tions. 

a month ago, the uS updated its sanctions list on 
Zimbabwe. It added Police Deputy Commissioner-
General Stephen Mutamba and removed 11 others 
deemed to no longer threaten democracy and human 
rights in the country. On the list were individuals who 
died or were removed from government, like Olivia 
Muchena, who was fired from her ministerial post in 
2014. 

SaDC’s anti-sanctions day follows a major show of 
solidarity by the african union (au) and african lead-
ers at the united Nations General assembly in Septem-
ber. SaDC chair and Democratic republic of the Congo 
president félix tshisekedi and other regional heads of 
state spoke out against the Zimbabwe sanctions. In his 
capacity as au chair, Senegal’s president Macky Sall 
led the continent’s call for their removal. What africa’s 
leaders didn’t proffer, however, was an alternative. 

the au’s response seems to contradict its position 
on particular types of sanctions. the continental body 
isn’t opposed to targeted sanctions per se — indeed, 
the au imposes such sanctions on its member states. 
Instead, the au is against comprehensive economic 
sanctions. those issued against Zimbabwe are target-
ed, which suggests this wave of support is more about 
anti-imperialist and Pan-african narratives pushed by 
Zimbabwe’s government than facts. 

the uS maintains two sets of sanctions on Zimba-
bwe. One targets “specially designated nationals” who 
undermine democratic processes. the directives prohib-
it any american citizen or entity from having commer-
cial dealings with such people or entities. the second 
set of sanctions — which aren’t in force — direct any uS 
citizen in a position of influence in international financial 
institutions to block credit to Zimbabwe. 

While african governments have united in denounc-
ing the sanctions, they’ve been mum on the wanton 
rights abuses, weaponisation of the law and violence un-
leashed on Zimbabwe’s opposition and political activists. 
Does that mean africa condones these actions? Where is 
the brutalised citizen to seek recourse? 

Current mechanisms provide little assistance. Oner-
ous procedures make it difficult for citizens to access 
the african Court of Justice and human rights to report 
state abuses. Closer to home, the SaDC tribunal is all but 
defunct after Zimbabwe put up a spirited diplomatic of-
fensive against it. the Zimbabwean government is dex-
terous at such moves.

the targeted sanctions are more or less symbolic; a 
blunt instrument to enforce behaviour change. for most 
individuals on the uS sanctions list, the prospect of trav-
elling to the uS has always been remote, so banning them 
is of little import. however, sanctions can be a deterrent 

continental body should consider 
sanctions to prevent human rights 
violations, electoral processes and 
actions that stifle democracy. 

this wouldn’t mean lifting the 
current sanctions against Zimba-
bwe. rather, complementary pro-
cesses are needed that encourage 
behaviour change and enable the 
uS, eu and uK to lift sanctions 
eventually. this could be via the 
african Peer review Mechanism 
or SaDC’s troika of three states re-
sponsible for regional peace and 
security. Given the principle of 
subsidiarity that gives regions the 
first bite at the cherry, SaDC rather 
than the au is the crucial player in 
this case. 

What is not an option is the un-
conditional lifting of sanctions 
without concessions from the Zim-
babwean government or an au/
SaDC initiative to guarantee the 
protection of human rights. 

   DM

to some risk-averse investors. 
Institute for Security Studies research in 2019 and 2020 found 

that investors were put off by the high-risk premium placed on the 
country because of the targeted uS sanctions. and numerous in-
ternational banks have cut ties with Zimbabwean banks because 
of the onerous task of complying with uS Office of foreign assets 
Control (OfaC) regulations. OfaC monitors sanctions adherence 
and penalises any uS company or individual who does business 
with a sanctioned individual, entity or country. 

Most companies in the uS, Canada and europe would rather 
avoid doing business with Zimbabwean companies because of the 
cumbersome process of checking if entities are related to a sanc-
tioned person or company. the risk of being caught on the wrong 
side by OfaC is high. Many companies in Zimbabwe have gone 
under or are operating at a suboptimal level — unable to procure 
goods and services from europe, Canada, australia, the uS and uK. 

the listing of companies such as Chemplex holdings and Zim-
babwe fertilizer Company harmed food production as it affected 
the availability and affordability of fertiliser. the businesses were 
added because their ownership structure included the Industrial 
Development Corporation of Zimbabwe — an entity under sanc-
tions. all this affects ordinary citizens, not least because some inter-
national financial institutions won’t process transactions involving 
Zimbabwe. 

however, to blame all Zimbabwe’s economic ills on sanctions is 
disingenuous and untrue. the country’s inability to borrow money 

from international financial institutions has more to do with bad 
debt than sanctions. By 2000, way before the sanctions, the World 
Bank had suspended lending to Zimbabwe. In 2001, after mul-
tiple defaults, the International Monetary fund (IMf) declared 
the country ineligible to access its resources. a few years later, 
the IMf started procedures for compulsory withdrawal from 
Zimbabwe. 

But are the targeted sanctions having their intended effect? 
although president emmerson Mnangagwa’s administration 
has made inroads on protecting property rights, sanctions have 
largely failed to improve democratic behaviour among the rul-
ing elites. human rights violations persist, and political freedoms 
have been severely curtailed. In September, one of Zimbabwe’s 
foremost prolific writers, tsitsi Dangarembga, was convicted of 
“inciting” public violence after being arrested for simply holding 
a placard stating “We want better. reform our institutions.” 

the political and electoral playing field also remains deeply 
flawed. the road to the 2023 elections is already littered with 
violence as the ruling party makes good on its threats to silence 
the opposition. 

What can be done? While targeted sanctions have helped main-
tain pressure on the Zimbabwean government, a different ap-
proach that involves SaDC and the au is required. 

Currently, the au imposes sanctions on regimes that came to 
power through coups but does little to prevent situations that 
lead to coups or unconstitutional changes of government. the 

ROME 

W
Ith Italy's 
newly installed 
g o v e r n m e n t 
facing pressing 

domestic priorities, analysts 
do not expect immediate 
changes to the country's for-
eign policy line.

Observers told Xinhua that 
Giorgia Meloni (pictured), 
who was sworn in as the 
country's prime minister on 
Saturday, will likely have her 
hands too full with challeng-
es like rising prices, energy 
supplies, slowing economic 
growth or overall political 
stability.

"there are some euroskep-
tic and pro-russian elements 
in her coalition, but I expect 
Meloni to be cautious when 
it comes to foreign policy," 
riccardo Puglisi, a professor 

of public economics at the 
university of Pavia, told Xin-

hua. "there are only so many 
issues a new government can 

take on."
Gian franco Gallo, a po-

litical affairs analyst with aBS 
Securities in Milan, agreed.

"the new Meloni govern-
ment has to prove it can make 
progress on key domestic 
topics like energy prices and 
jobs," he told Xinhua. "If it 
doesn't, that will create divi-
sion within her coalition and 
if that happens then all the 
government's priorities will 
be out of reach." 

the conflict between rus-
sia and ukraine has had a dra-
matic impact on Italy, which 
at the start had been the 
europe union's (eu) second-
largest importer of russian 
natural gas.

the conflict's impact on en-
ergy prices and supply chains 
has had a ripple effect across 

Italy's economy to the point 
that the International Mon-
etary fund (IMf) this month 
slashed its economic growth 
estimates for the country to 
a negative 0.2 percent next 
year compared to estimates 
of a positive 0.7 percent 
growth from July and 1.7 per-
cent from april.

alfred Kammer, director 
of the european Department 
at the IMf, told Italian news-
paper La repubblica that 
the new government should 
largely follow through on the 
energy policies set by the pre-
vious Mario Draghi-led gov-
ernment, which were based 
on finding new, non-russian 
sources of energy and devel-
oping renewable sources.

In his interview with the 
newspaper, he said that Mel-
oni should use public finance 

to soften the economic blow 
from high energy prices felt 
by energy-intensive indus-
tries and poor families.

"We need targeted and tem-
porary aid only for the people 
most impacted by the energy 
and economic crisis," Kam-
mer said.

But experts noted that Mel-
oni might be limited on that 
front by a campaign pledge 
not to champion economic 
policies that would add to 
Italy's already massive public 
debt.

according to the country's 
National Institute of Statistics 
(IStat), the government debt 
to gross domestic product 
(GDP) ratio was 150.3 percent 
at the end of 2021, one of the 
highest rates in the world 
among industrialized econo-
mies.

 Zimbabweans participate in an anti-sanctions protest in Harare on 25 October 2019. The Zimbabwean government organised countrywide anti-sanctions marches to 
protest against economic sanctions imposed by the EU and the US. (Photo: EPA-EFE / Aaron Ufumeli)

Italy's foreign policy set to stay course
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By Guardian Reporter 

PresIDent samia suluhu 
Hassan has given a go ahead 
for residents of Ikanka home-
stead, Itumba village in Ileje 
district to continue staying in   
Mt rungwe forest reserve  in 
songwe region.

the decision now makes the 
nkanka homestead with its 105 
households to be officially rec-

ognised being inside the forest 
reserve area. 

the decision also resolved 
the conflict over land use in the 
Mugombezi forest reserve in 
nyimbii village, Mlowo-Ilengo 
ward, Mbozi district in songwe 
region.

announcing the decision, 
the Minister for Lands, Hous-
ing and Human settlements 
Development, Dr angeline 

Mabula said part of the reserve 
area totalling 278 acres will be 
portioned off and will remain 
to the residents from the 414 
acres.

Dr Mabula cautioned the vil-
lagers who have been permit-
ted to remain in the area not to 
expand their area, saying after 
resolving the conflict over land 
use in all areas of the reserve 
area, these areas need to be 

protected.
Dr Mabula who was ad-

dressing with Ikanva villagers 
on Monday as chairman of 
the eight-member ministerial 
sectoral committee, instruct-
ed that farming activities 
near water sources should be 
abandoned to rescue them. 

the Committee members 
also stressed on the need for 
environmental protection in-

cluding preparations for land 
use in regard to all portioned 
off areas.

for her part, Deputy water 
minister, Maryprisca Mahun-
di told nkanka villagers that 
after being allowed to remain 
in the area they should make 
sure they take care of water 
sources and avoid all activi-
ties that could destroy the 
sources..

Khamis Hamza Chilo, depu-
ty minister in the Vice Presi-
dent’s Office (union affairs 
and environment) urged  the 
villages to plant trees in the 
area.   

Deputy agriculture Minis-
ter, anthony Mavunde and 
his Livestock and fisheries 
counterpart, abdallah ulega 
explained on the importance 
for the portioned off areas to 

be surveyed and categorised 
areas for farming, livestock 
keeping and fishing to avoid 
creating more conflicts. 

so far the eight-member 
ministerial sectoral commit-
tee has visited 19 regions out 
of 26 and has submitted its 
recommendations to the Cab-
inet and continues with its 
visit in Mbeya, Iringa, njombe 
and ruvuma regions.

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

YOunG women have been challenged to 
work hard to win leadership positions.

speaking at the weekend to mark the Inter-
national Day of the Girl Child themed: “Our 
time is now-our rights-our future” taMwa-
Zanzibar director Dr Mzuri Issa said the cel-
ebration is closely linked to the implemen-
tation of ‘strengthen women in leadership 
(swIL)”, a four-year project (2020-2023), 
which is under the auspices of the norwe-
gian embassy in tanzania.

the project is being implemented by tan-
zania Media women association (taMwa-
Zanzibar) in collaboration with Pemba envi-
ronment, gender, and advocacy organisation 
(PeGaO), and Zanzibar female Lawyers as-
sociation (ZafeLa).

the event brought on board a number of 
human rights defenders, clerics, politicians, 
development partners, parents, guardians, 
entrepreneurs, primary, secondary and uni-
versities’ students.

they said that it's high time for young 
women to remain confident and must know 
that young women are able to do everything 
the same as their male counterparts.

Kjetil schie, norwegian embassy in tan-
zania minister counsellor tasked various 
human rights defenders to continue empow-
ering girls and women so that they can ably 
take charge in various decision making bod-
ies.

"Improve gender equality whereby wom-
en are the same as men. I urge young women 
to be constructive and don't be intimidated," 

he said.
shufaa said, a member of taMwa-Zanzi-

bar governing committee called on girls in all 
social settings to come together in address-
ing challenges that inhibits them to become 
future leaders'

“Let’s use this platform to support each 
other and reach where we want to be,” shu-
faa said.

Dr Mzuri Issa described the event as key 
for empowering young women as it creates 
a platform for girls to express their views 
on how they address challenges that thwart 
their initiatives.

“the day is key for girls as it makes them 
raise their voice and finally realise their 
dreams,” she said, noting that the move is in 
line with the journey towards achieving the 
50/50 ratio in every sphere of life by 2025.

“using this similar gathering we can un-
lock systems that derail women’s emancipa-
tion so that they can understand the role of 
girls in the society,” Dr Mzuri said.

according to her, today's girls are over-
whelmed with the number of changes caused 
by development of science and technology, 
which wasn't the case in the past.

she also suggested the need for gender ac-
tivists to give young girls stable and secure 
position in the organisation, beyond the 
unseen walls of gender discrimination. “as 
much I know, these aspects are barriers, ena-
blers, strengths and weaknesses of women’s 
leadership,” she said,

she however commended the norwegian 
embassy in tanzania to support the initia-
tives to take women to the higher altitudes in 

'Work harder to hold
 leadership positions’

Ikanka village residents given go-ahead to remain in Mt Rungwe forest reserve area

Zanzibar through swIL project, which opens opportunities for 
women in Isles to participate in all democratic processes.

Project comes to open new opportunities for women in Zanzi-
bar to participate in all democratic processes.

asya said Mohamed, Zanzibar fighting against youth challeng-
es organization (ZafaYCO) tasked political parties to come up 
with strategies that will bring in women decision making levels.

“Currently, many political parties have no strategies that in-
corporate women in their structures, this denies women from 
getting into leadership positions,” she said.

faida Mohamed shaibu, Zanzibar-based entrepreneurs en-
couraged youth women to venture into entrepreneurial activi-
ties if they want to get self-employment and refrain from relying 

on white-collar jobs, which aren't there.
faida stated that getting into entrepreneurship will solve the 

unemployment challenge that is currently tormenting many 
graduates.

“But, the only solution is for youth to explore those opportu-
nities available in the country,” she said, tasking the government 
to create a better environment that will make youth be safely 
employed.

the International Day of the Girl is annually celebrated on 
October 11, which focuses attention on the need to address the 
challenges girls face and to promote girls' empowerment and 
the fulfilment of their human rights.

TAMWA-Zanzibar director Dr Mzuri Issa speaks at the celebration to mark International Day of the Girl Child in Isles over the week-
end.

HARARE

tHe world food Programme 
(wfP) has said it would only pro-
vide food aid to 20 per cent of 
Zimbabwe’s 3.8 million hunger-
stricken population.

Zimbabwe is among 20 coun-
tries deemed to be hunger hot-
spots following drought-induced 
poor harvests in the 2021-22 farm-
ing season.

the wfP says at the peak of the 
lean season, some families might 
be forced to skip meals, while 
others will have to sell livestock 
or other possessions to buy food. 
said wfP in a statement:

while united states agency for 
International Development (us-
aID) in Zimbabwe is supporting 
the lean season response, it has 
also pledged an additional us$9 
million towards wfP’s food as-
sistance for assets programme in 
2023,” wfP said in a statement.

“we will provide life-saving food 
in exchange for work on com-
munity assets like community 
gardens and dams. at the peak of 
the lean season, 3,8 million Zimba-
bweans will be food insecure. Cli-

mate change is one of the factors 
contributing to food insecurity. In 
order to get food, many will have 
to sell their livestock. while oth-
ers will have to skip meals, this 
has negative effects on young chil-
dren. through the support from 
usaID, wfP will reach about 20 
percent of those affected. assis-
tance will reduce the risk of fur-
ther sliding into food insecurity,” 
read the wfP statement.

the wfP statement comes as 
usaID warned against the politici-
sation of food aid.

usaID which has so far donated 
$36 million worth of food to vul-
nerable rural communities said it 
would assist the wfP to provide 
assistance to about 700 000 peo-
ple in eight districts that include 
Bikita, Buhera, Chivi, Hwedza, 
Mangwe, Mt Darwin, Mudzi and 
nkayi.

usaID Director for humani-
tarian assistance and resilience, 
Marialice ariens said they would 
work closely with the government 
to ensure that food reaches under-
privileged people.

Last week, the cabinet said grain 
stocks at the Grain Marketing 

WFP out to assist 20 pct of  Zimbabwe’s 
3.8 million hunger-stricken population

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies 

tanZanIa has said it is 
sending Kiswahili experts to 
uganda as part of a strategy 
to promote the language in 
the country.

this follows a July Cabinet 
decision to adopt Kiswahili 
as an official language and 
make it compulsory subject 
in primary and secondary 
schools. 

a number of ugandans still 
hardly speak the language 
even though it is widely spo-
ken in some of the east afri-
can countries. 

“the government of tan-
zania is committed to sup-
porting uganda in promoting 
the learning and use of the 
Kiswahili language includ-
ing providing experts to help 
teach the language,”   Law-
rence stergomena, tanzania’s 

minister for foreign affairs and 
east african Cooperation, said.

she made the remarks re-
cently at a dinner in Dar-es-
salaam, tanzania, during the 
commemoration of uganda’s 
60th Independence anniver-
sary. 

the dinner was organised by 
the uganda High Commission 
in Dar-es-salaam and attended 
by high-profile dignitaries from 
both countries and business 

communities.
In 2017, uganda national Cur-

riculum Development Centre 
finalised the secondary school 
curriculum where Kiswahili 
was introduced as a compul-
sory subject alongside english.

stergomena also lauded the 
strong relations built between 
the two countries through joint 
infrastructure projects such as 
the east african Crde Oil Pipe-
line.

uganda’s High commissioner 
to tanzania, ambassador fred 
Mwesigye, hailed the bilateral 
relationship, saying it has pro-
moted key developments in 
both countries.

However, he emphasised 
the necessity for unity in both 
countries to foster economic 
growth.

“there is a need for africa to 
integrate both politically and 
economically so as to become 

one big market which would be 
the best formula for creating a 
framework of guaranteeing the 
security and prosperity of our 
people,” ambassador Mwesi-
gye said.

Kiswahili, mainly spoken 
in the east african region, is 
a fusion of the dialect born of 
Bantu and arabic languages, 
has earned its place of pride 
as one of the world’s top 10 
most spoken languages and 

africa’s most widely used na-
tive lingua. It enjoys official 
status in Kenya, tanzania 
and now uganda.

It is also widely spoken in 
parts of Dr Congo, rwanda 
and Burundi. It became the 
first african language, which 
is spoken by more than 200 
million people, to be hon-
oured by united nations 
educational, scientific and 
Cultural Organisation.

Tanzania to despatch more Kiswahili experts to Uganda
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Nairobi

H
ome to a variety of 
iconic and rare animal 
and plant species, fresh-
water lakes, rivers, wa-

terfalls, and the expansive Indian 
ocean coastline, Kenya’s place as 
a biodiversity hotspot has never 
been in doubt.

But the first National Wildlife 
Census report finalized in august 
2021 pointed to signs of trouble. 
for instance, as many as five wild-
life species are critically endan-
gered and could disappear in the 
immediate future. the report not-
ed that there were just 1,650 tana 
river mangabey, 897 black rhinos, 
497 Hirolas, 51 Sable antelopes, and 
15 roan antelopes. 

Biodiversity expert John mwangi 
Gicheha tells IPS the decline in spe-
cies population abundance has 
now been validated by the newly-
released Living Planet report 2022.

“the health of planet earth is 
well and truly on a sharp decline, 
and we are not only seeing a de-
crease in the global population of 
species but a decline in their ge-
netic diversity and a loss of species 
climatically determined habitats,” 
Gicheha expounds.

Conducted by the World Wild-
life fund for Nature (WWf), an 
independent conservation organi-
zation, this is the first ever most 
comprehensive report on the state 
of global vertebrate wildlife popu-
lations, and it makes a startling rev-
elation: the world’s wildlife popula-
tions have declined by 69 percent 
since 1970. 

as a measure of the state of the 
world’s biological diversity among 
population trends of vertebrate 
species from terrestrial, freshwa-
ter, and marine habitats, the 2022 

Living Planet Index analyzed ap-
proximately 32,000 populations of 
5,230 species across the world.

By tracking trends in the abun-
dance of mammals, fish, reptiles, 
birds, and amphibians worldwide 
since 1970, a disturbing image 
emerged: one million plants and 

animals are threatened with ex-
tinction.

Worse still, 1-2.5 percent of birds, 
mammals, amphibians, reptiles, 
and fish have gone extinct.

Key findings include revelations 
that monitored freshwater popu-
lations are hardest hit as there is 

Broken relationship with nature exposed as global wildlife population plummets

biodiversity is in trouble as the WWF report, 2022 Living Planet index, indicates that the global wildlife population had decreased 
by 69 percent since 1970. Credit: Joyce Chimbi/iPS

ulations. further, only 37 percent of rivers over 1,000 
kilometres remain free-flowing in their natural state.

against this backdrop, the report stresses that the 
global community is living the consequences of dou-
ble crises and shows how “interlinked emergencies of 
human-induced climate change and the loss of biodi-
versity are threatening the well-being of current and 
future generations.”

the greatest regional decline in wildlife population 
is in Latin america and the Caribbean region, whose 
average population abundance decline is 94 percent.

africa comes second with a 66 percent fall in its 
wildlife populations over the past 52 years, and across 
the board, the poor and marginalized remain highly 
vulnerable and most affected by the decline.

there was an 18 percent decline in europe and Cen-
tral asia and a 55 percent decline in wildlife popula-
tions in the asia Pacific.

more findings show despite mangroves being unique 
forests of the sea; they remain at great risk as they con-
tinue to be lost to aquaculture, agriculture and coastal 
development at current rates of 0.13 percent per year.

mangrove loss is not only a loss of habitat for biodi-
versity, the report emphasizes, but the loss of ecosys-
tem services for coastal communities.

further, approximately 50 percent of warm water 
corals have already been lost. even worse, a warming 
of 5 degrees Celsius will lead to a loss of 70 to 90 per-
cent of warm water corals.

overall, the global abundance of 18 of 31 oceanic 
sharks and rays declined by 71 percent since 1970. By 
2020, three-quarters of sharks and rays were threat-
ened with an elevated risk of extinction. Kenya is cur-
rently home to 9 whale sharks, two blue whales and 17 
tiger sharks, per the National Wildlife Census.

the report stresses that dominating the natural 
world irresponsibly, taking nature for granted, exploit-
ing of resources wastefully and unsustainably and, dis-
tributing these resources unevenly have life-altering 
consequences.

Judy ouya, a government official in the ministry of 
environment and forestry tells IPS that said conse-
quences could no longer be ignored as they are too 
severe and frequent. they include loss of lives and 
economic assets from extreme weather conditions, 
deepening poverty and, severe food and water insecu-
rity from droughts.

for instance, the reports references amboseli, Ken-
ya, maasai community who rely on selling livestock 
and are now greatly affected by the severe prolonged 
dry spell.

earlier in June 2022, the World Bank projected that 
Kenya’s growth will slow down within the year and 
into 2023-24 due to the ongoing ravaging drought and 
other external influences, such as the war in ukraine.

“the ongoing climate and biodiversity crises are 
significantly induced and sustained by human activity 
and particularly our land use change and, our interac-
tions with ocean and lake ecosystems. there is signifi-
cant over-exploitation of nature, and the consequenc-
es are coming faster and more severe than expected,” 
ouya observes.

WWf finds that while ongoing conservation efforts 
are helping, urgent action is required if the global 
community is to reverse nature loss. the broken rela-
tionship with nature, experts such as ouya emphasize, 
impacts all aspects of human life and will significantly 
derail economic development and attainment of uN 
SDGs.

overall, the index finds too much nature has been 
lost at a speed that calls for higher ambitions to effec-
tively, efficiently and sustainably address the six key 
threats to biodiversity loss which include habitat deg-
radation and loss, exploitation, the introduction of in-
vasive species, pollution, climate change and disease.

Higher ambitions include working together towards 
the complimentary goals of net-zero emissions by 
2050 and net-positive biodiversity by 2030 as they rep-
resent “the compass to guide us towards a safe future 
for humanity, to shift to a sustainable development 
model, to support the delivery of the 2030 SDGs.”

If the global community works together to achieve 
these goals and because nature can bounce back, the 
report foretells a promising future, of a decade that 
will end better than it started with more natural for-
ests, more fish in the ocean and river systems, more 
pollinators in our farmlands, more biodiversity world-
wide.

an alarming decline of 83 percent 
in the last 50 years, more than any 
other species groups.

the decline in freshwater popu-
lation is mainly caused by habi-
tat loss and barriers to migration 
routes which account for an esti-
mated half the threat to these pop-
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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

Halotel tanzania has emerged on 
top of the list among median mobile 
telecommunication services providers 
with the highest internet download-
ing speed, the third quarter speed test 
market analysis by ookla, the global 
leader in network intelligence and con-
nectivity insights has shown.

this is the third quarter in row, Halo-
tel tanzania, which is commemorating 
its seven years of its establishment in 
tanzania, is edging other mobile tel-
ecommunication companies.

according to the report, Halotel tan-
zania internet downloading speed is 
17.12 Megabyte per second, edging Vo-
dacom tanzania with 14.42 Megabyte 

per second, airtel with 10.24 Megabyte 
per second, ttCl with 6.14 Megabyte 
per second and tigo has 5.37 Megabyte 
per second.

the Halotel tanzania speed is also 
higher than the national average 
downloading speed of 11.86 Megabyte 
per second and average  downloading 
speed of fixed broadband of 11.79 Mega-
byte per second (Mbps) and more than 
half of the global speed of 33.17Mbps.

During the first quarter report find-
ings, Halotel was leading with median 
downloading speed of 17.84Mbps, fol-
lowed by Vodacom with 12.09Mbps 
and airtel was third with 10.60Mbps.

ookla speed test report for the sec-
ond quarter of this year shows Halo-
tel had a downloading speed of 17.12 

Halotel Tanzania tops 
with higher internet 
downloading speed

By Guardian Reporter

tHe Dar es Salaam Stock exchange 
(DSe) listed-Mwalimu Commercial Bank 
(MCB) created more employment oppor-
tunities for tanzanians during the third 
quarter of this year, compared with similar 
quarter of last year.

the bank’s unaudited quarterly financial 
statements for the third quarter of this year 
shows number of employees increased to 
61 from 55 recorded during the third quar-
ter of last year, in its two existing branches.

Cumulative earning per share went up to 
0.5/- during the first three quarter of this 
this year from a loss of 21/- during the first 
three quarters of last year while on quar-
terly basis, earnings per share reached 
0.4/- in Q3, 2022 from 1/- in Q3, 2021.

the statement shows the bank man-
aged to clear its 1.3bn/- cumulative losses 
recorded during the first three quarters of 
last year to a profit of 26mn/- during simi-
lar period of this year, due to increased op-
erating income from a loss of 1.3bn/- to a 
profit of 32mn/-.

Cumulative interest income early dou-
bled to 6.1bn/- during the first three quar-
ters of this year from 3.8bn/- last year, 

while cumulative net interest income went 
up to 3.7bn/- from 2.6bn/- amid increased 
interest expenses to 2.3bn/- from 1.2bn/- 
respectively.

Cumulative non-interest income dou-
bled to 1.5bn/- from 766mn/- due to dou-
bling of fees and commission, which in-
creased from 748mn/- to 1.4bn respectively 
and operating which increased to 108mn/- 
during three quarters of this year from 
17mn/- during the first three quarters of 
last year.

according to the statement, the bank’s 
total assets went up to 79.68bn/- during the 
third quarter of this year from 75.57bn/- 
during the second quarter of this year due 
to increase in lending introduced inter 
branch float items.

lending reached 57.48bn/- during the 
third quarter of this year from 49.23bn/- re-
corded during the second quarter of 2022 
while inter branch float amounted 1.4bn/- 
during the third quarter.

total liabilities also gained to 63.7bn/- 
from 59.6bn/- respectively, mainly due to 
increase in customer deposits to 60bn/- 
from 55.5bn/- respectively. this also 
slightly pushed up shareholders’ funds to 
15.96bn/- from 15.94bn/-.

Mwalimu Commercial Bank creates more jobs in Q3

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

effortS to operationalise tunduma bor-
der as a one-stop border post have been final-
ized after construction of facilities and instal-
lation of an Integrated Border Management 
(IBM) System that will facilitate sharing of 
information between tanzania and Zambia.

the project funded by tradeMark east af-
rica to a tune of $7.8 million seeks to enhance 
efficiency and service delivery at tunduma 
border.

the tunduma-Nakonde one stop border 
post is expected to boost and facilitate trade 
between tanzania and Zambia as well as oth-
er member states of the Southern african De-
velopment Community (SaDC).

the project is implemented in coordination 
with other ongoing initiatives of the World 
Bank, JICa, USaID, the african Development 
Bank and the european Union.

Speaking to the Guardian, Monica Hangi, 
the tradeMark east africa Country Director 
for tanzania said her institution has already 
installed body, baggage and cargo scanners as 
part of its efforts to increase efficiency at the 
border post.

TradeMark E.A-funded 
Tunduma project ready

LONDON

NeW Prime Minister rishi 
Sunak (pictured) must focus 
on keeping london competi-
tive as a global financial centre 
as he rebuilds trust in the UK, 
the chief executive of HSBC 
has said.

Noel Quinn said: “We’re 
very pleased that there has 
been a decision taken on the 
UK Prime Minister position 
that now allows the markets to 
stabilise as you can see in the 
way the markets reacted yes-

terday, that’s positive.”
the banking boss said Mr 

Sunak’s Government should 
work with the financial sector 
to ensure Britain’s regulatory 
environment remains glob-
ally competitive, while not 
sacrificing its reputation for 

prudence.
He told reuters: “there 

are some areas where I think 
there is potential for im-
provement to drive greater 
competition,” adding that he 
welcomed moves to embed 
competitiveness into regula-

tors’ objectives.
Mr Sunak, who will be 

formally appointed by King 
Charles today, has said the 
country is facing a “profound 
economic challenge” and will 
be tasked with restoring finan-
cial credibility following liz 

truss’s brief and disastrous 
tenure.

Mr Quinn’s comments came 
after HSBC posted a $1bn 
(£884m) jump in profits for 
the third quarter as it pulled 
in more incoming from rising 
interest rates.

Sunak must keep UK economy 
in competition, declares HSBC 

Mbps, followed by Vodacom and 
airtel with downloading speeds of 
14.42Mbps and 10.24Mbps respec-
tively.

In measuring the consistency 
of each operator’s performance, 
the third quarter market analysis 
report shows Halotel is also on the 
lead with 79.9 percent, followed 
by Vodacom with 76.1 percent, 
airtel tanzania with 73.2 percent, 
tigo with 48.9 percent and ttCl 
with 42.8 percent.

Halotel also had the highest 
Consistency Score during the 
first quarter of this year with 80.1 
percent, ahead of second-placed 
Vodacom on 72.1 percent. this 
score shows the percentage of 
speed test results that achieved a 
minimum 5Mbit/s download and 
1Mbit/s upload speed.

the recent tanzania Com-
munication regulatory author-
ity (tCra) quarterly report shows 
Halotel subscribers increased to 
7.2 million in September from 7.02 
million in July, holding 13 percent 
of the market share from 12 per-
cent during the second quarter 
ended in June.

Halotel plans to increase its sub-
scribers from the current seven 
million to 10 million by 2023.

the company this month also 
acquired new 2600MHz (fDD) 
broadband, following an auction 
by tCra at a cost of $30.169mil-
lion.

Mwalimu Commercial Bank managing director Richard  Makungwa

sion it before the end of this year,” 
Hangi said.

Hangi said an assessment that 
has been done showed that with 
various initiatives undertaken at 
tunduma border including infra-
structure, systems and scanners 
in place, the crossing time at the 
border has reduced by 79 per 
cent.

“Ideally it was taking five and a 
half days for a truck with a con-
tainer to cross from Nakonde on 
the Zambia side into tunduma. 
With our interventions, it is now 
taking one day and at least two 
hours to cross into tanzania. this 
kind of reduction is massive,”

She added,” this means that a 
truck driver will be saving an av-
erage of four days at the border 
meaning he will be minimizing 
costs in terms of accommoda-
tion.,”

Hangi noted that the project will 
not only help in reducing conges-
tion at the border but also help in 
increasing revenue collection for 
the Government.

She said tradeMark has already 
begun negotiations with the Gov-
ernment of Zambia to replicate 

what has been done on the side of 
tunduma for Nakonde in Zambia.

“there is an agreement that we 
will be sealing with the Govern-
ment of Zambia since Zambia is 
out of the east african Community 
(eaC) so it needs separate nego-
tiations.  It will be within the new 
programs that we are developing 
as part of tradeMark,” she said.

Commenting on the recent me-
dia reports on delays for trucks 
to cross the one-stop border post 
at Namanga, Hangi said the issue 
at Namanga has been building up 
for some time leading to very long 
queues at the border.

“the delays have been caused 
by the use of customs manage-
ment systems. Border officials and 
agencies from Kenya have not yet 
received the go-ahead to use the 
customs management clearing sys-
tem. this means a truck driver from 
tanzania will process clearance 
from the tanzania side but when 
he/she crosses to Kenya, he/she will 
need to start afresh since Kenya 
officials are not on the integrated 
customs management system to 
verify if clearance has already 
been done,” she said.

Halotel plans to increase the number of its subscribers from the current seven million to 10 million by 2023.

the report shows Dar es Salaam region is leading 
with the highest median mobile internet download-
ing speed with 13.90Mbps, followed by Mwanza 
with 13.45Mbps, arusha with 11.29Mbps, Mbeya with 
11.13Mbps and Dodoma is fifth with 7.28Mbps.

tanzania is ranked 124th Speedtest Global Index 
rankings and 141st on global fixed broadband speed.

the analysis shows in Kenya, Safaricom had the 

fastest median download speed over mobile at 22.19 
Mbps. faiba was fastest for fixed broadband (25.66 
Mbps).

the Speedtest Global Index shows China topped 
the list with Shanghai as the fastest city on the list 
for mobile with a median download speed of 158.63 
Mbps, while Beijing was fastest for fixed broadband 
during September 2022 at 238.86 Mbps.

“We have just finanlised installing a drive through cargo scanner with the capacity of ac-
cessing at least 400 trucks in just 12 hours. this is already running and we hope to commis-

Trucks at the Tunduma border post. File photo
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By Correspondent James
 Lanka, Moshi

smallholder coffee 
farmers in Karagwe and 
Kyerwa districts are ex-
pected to overcome low 
productivity and crop loss 
from climate change by 
transitioning from cultivat-
ed land to agroforestry, fol-
lowing the establishment 
of new initiative to sup-
port the move by Karagwe 
based Kaderes’ Peasants 
development Public lim-
ited Company (KPd PlC).

speaking with this pa-
per in exclusive interviews 
recently in moshi dur-
ing the Tanzania’s Coffee 
Quality Competition, the 
managing director for KPd 
PlC, leonard Zimbelya 
Kachebonaho explained 
that, through the project, 
farmers are rewarded for 
their sustainable change 
in farming practices with 

increased crop yield, food 
security, and income diver-
sification.

“in addition to the liveli-
hood benefits, the environ-
ment also thrives under 
such an agroforestry sys-
tem, resulting in healthier 
soils and enhanced biodi-
versity. The project is run 
by Kaderes, a non-govern-
mental organization estab-
lished 1997 with extensive 
experience in such pro-
jects,” he explained during 
the interviews.

he said Kaderes does not 
work with a fixed number 
of smallholder farmers, 
but a constantly growing 
and expanding network, 
explaining that its mis-
sion is to empower mem-
bers and communities to 
contribute to sustainable 
land use and environmen-
tal conservation by focus-
ing on the scaling of their 
agro-forestry project. 

Karagwe, Kyerwa coffee 
farmers to overcome 
low crop productivity 

By Guardian Reporter

invesTors in long term 
government bonds are con-
tinuing to enjoy increased 
earnings after the benchmark 
rates during the opening of 
this week opening, compared 
with the closing of last week.

The market report shows 
benchmark rates for long 

term bonds with 10, 15, and 25 
years maturities slightly went 
up on monday, with exception 
of 20 years, compared with 
Friday last week, while those 
with two, five and seven years 
maturities slowed down.

benchmark rate for 15 and 
25 years maturities went up 
to 11.90 percent and 12.65 per-
cent on monday respectively, 

compared with 11.50 percent 
and 12.38 percent recorded 
on Friday last week respec-
tively.

according to the market 
report, benchmark rate for 
bonds with ten year maturity 
also increased to 10.58 per-
cent on monday with the sell-
ing rate of 10.65 percent and 
buying rate of 10.50 percent, 

from 10.55 percent on Friday 
last week.

however, the benchmark 
yield to maturity rates of gov-
ernment bonds with 20 years 
slowed down to 11.90 percent 
on monday respectively on 
monday this week from 12.10 
percent on Friday last week.

according to the report, the 
benchmark rates for five and 

seven years maturity slowed 
to 8.15 and 9.57 percent on 
monday respectively, lower 
than 9.20 percent and 9.60 
percent recorded on Friday 
last week respectively.

The benchmark rate for 
short term bond of two years 
slowed to 7.70 percent with 
selling rate of 7.90pct and 
buying rate of 7.70pct on 

monday from 8 percent re-
corded on Friday last week.

daily market report by dar 
es salaam stock exchange 
(dse) shows during the open-
ing day of the week, a total 
of 10.62bn recorded from six 
deals on 10, 20 and 25 years 
maturities bond.

The coupon rates included 
11.44 percent for 10 years ma-

turity bond, 15.49 percent for 
20 years maturity bond and 
12.56 percent for 25 years 
bond.

during the closing day of 
last week, a total of 15.9bn/- 
recorded from ten deals 
for 10, 20 and 25 maturities 
bonds. Ten years maturity 
bond had two deals amount-
ed 11bn/-.

Benchmark rates for 10, 15, 25 years bonds increase 

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Moroni

The board of directors 
of the african development 
bank Group has approved 
a €5.76 million grant to the 
Comoros to increase food 
production and enhance the 
resilience of its food system.  

The move comes as the 
country has experienced ris-
ing food prices due to the 
war in ukraine.

The grant funds will come 

from the african develop-
ment bank’s Transition sup-
port Facility, a mechanism 
to help fragile african states 
consolidate peace, build re-
silient institutions, stabilize 
their economies, and lay the 
foundations for inclusive 
growth.

under the emergency ag-
ricultural Production sup-
port Project, the grant will 
support intensified produc-
tion of maize, potatoes, and 

sweet potatoes through the 
use of climate resilient certi-
fied seeds and varieties.  

The funding will also help 
boost poultry production 
and the supply of eggs and 
chicken for consumption.

agricultural producers in 
the country will receive 270 
tons of maize and potato 
seeds and 300,000 sweet 
potato vines. They will also 
receive 75 tons each of daP 
binary fertilizer, nPK (ni-

trogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium) fertilizer and 
urea fertilizer, as well as phy-
tosanitary products.

under the project, farmers 
will also take delivery of four 
tractors and 20 power tillers. 
sixteen laying and broiler 
houses will be built to house 
160,000 day-old chicks 
(broiler and laying). about 
10,780 producers will receive 
training in the production, 
processing and conservation 

of maize, potatoes, and sweet 
potatoes. 

Further, 3,220 poultry 
farmers will be trained in 
breeding techniques and 
poultry management. lastly, 
the project will establish a 
guarantee fund for produc-
ers of agricultural inputs and 
feed importers.

more than 14,000 house-
holds, about 70,000 people, 
living on the country’s three 
islands Grande-Comoros, 

anjouan and mohéli – will 
benefit from the project. 
beneficiaries are covered by 
a dozen rural economic de-
velopment centres and 400 
professional agricultural or-
ganizations, 55% of which are 
owned by women.

To address the impact of 
rising food prices resulting 
from the war in ukraine, the 
board of directors of the 
african development bank 
Group on 20 may 2022 ap-

proved a $1.5 billion african 
emergency Food Production 
Facility. 

it has begun providing 
quality seeds (wheat, rice, 
maize, and soybean), fertiliz-
ers and other support ser-
vices to 20 million farmers 
across africa. 

The goal is to produce an 
additional 38 million tons of 
food over the next two years, 
with an estimated $12 billion 
value.

AfDB gives Comoros €6mn to boost food production

Oil rises as US dollar loses 
against other major peers

on economic empowerment.
“KPd PlC is a sucafina specialty pro-

ducer. we offer a diverse coffee selection 
and exceptional service. we are a global 
network of specialty coffee profession-
als who are, at the same time, very much 
part of your community,” he enlightened

he further explained that, as sucafina 
specialty, they continue to help roasters 
to find the right coffee for any quality or 
budget. 

From macrolot to microlot, they bring 
three core approaches to everything 
they do as a Global network, local teams 
where they build sustainable supply 
chains that meet the needs of roasters 
and producers, they also focused inno-
vation by working to move the industry 
forward through technology, agronomy, 
finance and logistics, as well shared val-
ue by drive efficiency and equity across 
our supply chain.

Kaderes Peasants development pub-
lic limited company (KPd PlC) is the 
coffee export company establishment in 
2007 it is engaging farmers in higher in-
come generating activities.

KPd was founded by Kaderes, but is 
now an independent company. KPd as 
a daughter company of Kaderes has 
similar objectives and ideals including 
to build an effective community of em-
powered people managing their own 
lives, and to facilitate and empower the 
Karagwe Peasants to fight against pov-
erty through improved agricultural and 
other socio-economic activities in a sus-
tainable way.”

“The project is located in one of the poorest re-
gions in Tanzania with a undP human develop-
ment indicator of 0.529. most of the inhabitants are 
smallholder farmers and are living with less than $1 
a day. They have no access to pre-financing, loan or 
saving mechanisms let alone the carbon market,” 
the KPd PlC boss further explained.

“These farmers couldn’t have accessed affordable 
financing to make a shift to agro-forestry without 
the financial and technical support provided by Ka-
deres. however, to ensure a durable shift towards 

agro-forestry the additional income stream coming 
from carbon credits is imperative.”  

according to Kachebonaho, with the vast number 
of eligible farmers and farmland the project is only 
at the beginning of its durable impact on the envi-
ronment and its participants. 

Commenting on the Kaderes Peasant develop-
ment robusta natural FTo, Kachebonaho explained 
that the product is a Tanzanian robusta is certified 
Fair Trade and organic, run by Kaderes Peasant de-
velopment PlC, a cooperative in Karagwe focused 

NEW YORK

oil prices rose on Tuesday as the us 
dollar eased against major peers but 
gains were limited by worries of slowing 
global fuel demand growth amid bearish 
economic data from key oil importing 
economies such as China.

international benchmark brent crude 
futures gained 3 cents to $93.29 per bar-
rel by 0652 GmT, after falling 0.3% in the 
previous session. u.s. west Texas inter-
mediate crude futures for december de-
livery rose 11 cents to $84.69 per barrel, 
after a previous decline of 0.6%.

The greenback eased on Tuesday amid 
signs u.s. Federal reserve rate hikes are 
putting the brakes on the world’s biggest 
economy, while risk sentiment improved 
as rishi sunak prepared to become brit-
ain’s prime minister.

a weaker us dollar makes dollar-de-
nominated oil less expensive for other 
currency holders and helps push prices 
higher.

however, signs of uncertain economic 
activity in the united states and China, 
the world’s two biggest oil consumers, 
limited the increase.

“The intraday price swings aside, brent 
and wTi futures are stuck in a relatively 
narrow band since Thursday,” said van-
dana hari, founder of oil market analysis 
provider vanda insights.

supply and demand fundamentals 
remain largely stable, leaving economic 
sentiment at the centre-stage for the oil 
market, hari added.

“much of the souring outlook on de-
mand has already been baked in, so any 

further downward pressure may be slow-
acting,” she said.

us business activity contracted for a 
fourth month in october, with manu-
facturers and services firms saying in a 
monthly s&P Global survey of purchas-
ing managers published on monday that 
client demand is falling .

That weakening could indicate that 
the Fed’s interest rate increases to fight 
inflation have been working and may 
persuade it to slow its rate hike policies, a 
positive signal for fuel demand.

also on monday, government data 
showed China’s crude oil imports in sep-
tember were 2% lower than a year earlier, 
continuing a trend of lower imports at 
the same time it reported slowing retail 
sales.

us crude oil inventories are also ex-
pected to rise this week, which may limit 
price gains. analysts polled by reuters 
estimated on average that crude invento-
ries rose by 200,000 barrels in the week 
to oct. 21.

analysts estimated stockpiles of gaso-
line fell by about 1.2 million barrels and 
distillate inventories, which include die-
sel and heating oil, were expected to have 
dropped by 1.1 million barrels last week.

separately, international energy agen-
cy head Fatih birol said on Tuesday the 
world will still need russian oil to flow to 
the market despite a price cap, with be-
tween 80% to 90% an “encouraging level” 
to meet demand.

many details of a price cap on russian 
oil still have to be ironed out, birol said 
during the singapore international en-
ergy week.A pump is seen at a gas station in Manhattan, New York City

Farmer harvests coffee beans
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Lender’s bid to rescue DP Gachagua dismissed
NAIROBI

An application from Rafiki Microfinance Bank 
to block the forfeiture of sh202 million belonging 
to Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua to the gov-
ernment, pending appeal has been dismissed.

The Court of Appeal dismissed the lender’s 
application, saying the application was unneces-
sary because there are safeguards in law for the 
preservation of the money before an appeal is 
determined.

Mr Gachagua was ordered to forfeit the funds 
by High Court judge esther Maina in July after 
ruling that the Deputy President failed to explain 
how he made the money.

The lender wanted a temporary order blocking 
the Assets Recovery Agency (ARA) from seizing 
the money pending the conclusion of the appeal.

“in view of the foregoing, we reach the ines-
capable conclusion that the applicant’s motion is 
unwarranted, having been made in disregard of 
section 92(6) of the Act which, in our view, pro-
vides statutory safeguards pending appeal,” said 
Justices Kathurima M’inoti, imaana Laibuta, and 
Mwaniki Gachoka.

The bank in an affidavit of the legal manager 
Helen nyaboke said the money is a security that 
guaranteed several loans by third parties.

she added that ARA has been demanding the 
amount to be remitted and even threatened to 
institute contempt proceedings against the bank 
in case the money is not released. But the judges 
said the application is a plea to the court to order 
the state agency to obey the law.

The funds are held in four accounts with one 
holding sh165 million, a second account holding 
sh35 million, and the other holding sh773,228.

All three are registered in Mr Gachagua’s name 
while a fourth account, holding sh1,138,142, is reg-
istered in the name of Jenne enterprises.

“i have carefully considered the evidence on 
record including affidavits, annexures and sub-
missions by all parties and i am satisfied that the 
funds are liable for forfeiture to the government,” 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

WEDNESDAY 26 Oct
5:00        Igizo rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
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9:55        Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
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16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30      DW: Afrimaxx rpt
19:00      Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: I Plead Guilty 
20:00 Habari 
21:05       Aibu Yako
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23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
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THURSDAY 27 Oct 
5:00        Igizo rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha kishindo
9:30        Soap rpt: I Plead Guilty
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:30       Shamba lulu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The base
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30       Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Shamsham za pwani rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: NSSF
14:15      Igizo rpt: Rebeca
14:40      Igizo: Mizengwe
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Jagina
18:45      Kipindi Maalum: PSSSF

19:00	 Usafiri	Wako
19:30 Soap: I Plead Guilty
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV
  
FRIDAY 28 Oct
5:00        Igizo rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap rpt: I Plead Guilty
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:30							 Usafiri	Wako
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama ya TZ
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama ya TZ
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30       Uchumi wetu
19:00       Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: I Plead Guilty
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV
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5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00       Kipindi Maalum: FAO
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:40 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:20 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00					 	Usafiri	Wako	rpt
13:30     Jagina rpt
14:00      Soap: I Plead Guilty rpt
16:10      Igizo: Mizengwe
16:30      Igizo: Rebeca
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      DW: Afrimaxx rpt
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15      Igizo: Rebeca
21:40      Art and Lifestyle
22:10 ITV TOP 10
22:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo

23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
01:15      DWTV
 
SUNDAY 30 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: I Plead Guilty rpt
11:50 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10						 Kipindi	maalum:	Reflexology
21:15 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo movie: 
23:30      Soap: Uzalo rpt
02:05 Al jazeera

CAPITAL
Mon 24 Oct

06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Club 101 rpt
11:00  Al Jazeera
11:30  Business edition
12:00  Out and About 
12:30  Our earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30 Eco@Africa
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Special Pgm :South Africa Tourism Expo (Soweto)
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  25  Oct
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Club 101 rpt
11:00  Al Jazeera
11:30  Monday agenda rpt
12:15  Spots gazette
12:45  Filler doc 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Our Earth
20:00  Special Pgm :South Africa Tourism Expo (Port 

Elizabeth)
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 26 Oct
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Club 101 rpt
11:00  Al Jazeera
11:30  Our Earth
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30  Turning the spotlight
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00  Special Pgm :South Africa Tourism Expo (Oddo 

Elephant Park)
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  27 Oct
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Club 101 rpt
11:00  Al Jazeera
11:30  Spots gazette
12:00  Innovation
12:30  Curinary 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00  Special Pgm :South Africa Tourism Expo (Sports 

Activities)
20:45  Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30 
 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  28  Oct
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Club 101 rpt
11:00  Al Jazeera
11:30  Capchat
12:30  Decor
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 
 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Special Pgm :South Africa Tourism Expo (Cameraman 

Report)
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30 
 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 29 Oct
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt

10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00  Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00  Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt  Hwarang 14:30  

Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15 
 Eco@Africa
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Hwarang 21:00  
 Out n’ About
21:30 Music  Club 101 rpt 
23:00 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  30  Oct 
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Hwarang 12:00 
 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Lies that Bind
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Hwarang 21:00 

 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love 
00:00 Al Jazeera

The document urged facilitating 
the entry and exit of executives, 
technicians, and their families 

LONDON

 sToCKs in europe gained and equity-index fu-
tures were steady as mostly positive earnings reports 
buoyed sentiment. Treasury yields dipped for a sec-
ond day.

The stoxx europe 600 index added about 0.4% at 
the open, led by the technology and media sectors. 
software developer sAP se added 3.5% after a third-
quarter revenue beat. 

Banks declined as the european Central Bank con-
siders ways to stop lenders from profiting unduly as 
interest rates rise, with HsBC Holdings Plc slumping 
more than 5% after it reported higher-than-expected 
charges for possible loan losses. 

uBs Group AG bucked the trend, advancing more 
than 3% after exceeding earnings estimates.

Futures on the s&P 500 and nasdaq 100 fluctuated 
between small gains and losses after Monday’s strong 
performance on wall street. 

A fifth of s&P 500 companies have now posted third-
quarter earnings, with more than half outperforming 
estimates. Microsoft Corp., Alphabet inc., Amazon.
com inc. and Apple inc. report this week.

Manufacturing and services data for the us under-
whelmed on Monday, indicating Federal Reserve rate 
hikes are beginning to slow activity. Fed officials have 
entered a blackout period ahead of the central bank’s 
meeting next week, where it’s expected to raise rates 
75 basis points.  investors are starting to speculate that 
the central bank may be approaching the end of its ag-
gressive tightening campaign.

“investors are getting more confident that inflation 
will soften as the consumer rethinks massive purchas-
es,” said edward Moya, a senior markets analyst at 
oAnDA Corp. “Fed rate-hike expectations will remain 
volatile, but expectations are growing that a weaker 
economy will let the Fed pause their tightening after 
the February policy meeting.”

A gauge of global stocks held a small advance as 
Chinese stocks staged a modest rebound following 
Monday’s historic selloff, with traders weighing cheap 
valuations against the prospects of more market-un-
friendly policies during President Xi Jinping’s third 
term. The offshore yuan fell to the lowest level since 
trading began a dozen years ago, as Xi’s power grab 
raised concern that concentrated decision-making 
could weaken growth and destabilize geopolitics. The 
decline extended after China’s central bank set the of-
ficial fixing rate for the currency at the lowest level in 
14 years.

Europe stocks gain, futures 
all steady as earnings roll in

the judge said.
Justice Maina said the ARA had 

proved that the MP and his companies 
benefitted from funds yet did not deliv-
er any goods or provided any services 
to the ministries or agencies, which 
gave tenders to him.

The court also dismissed claims by 
Mr Gachagua that he put the money in 
fixed deposit accounts and loaned to 
some of his companies to earn inter-
est. The former Mathira MP claimed 
said he moved the funds between his 
savings and fixed deposit account and 
vice versa, to earn interest.

in July,  DP Gachagua lost sh202 mil-

lion to the state after the High Court 
ruled that the money held in four ac-
counts at Rafiki Microfinance is pro-
ceeds of corruption.  

Justice esther Maina ruled that 
Gachagua, who by then was an MP for 
Mathira admitted that he received the 
funds form government agencies but 
there was no evidence that he supplied 
any services or goods to the govern-
ment.

The funds, at Rafiki Microfiinance 
Bank, were held in three accounts with 
one holding sh165 million, a second ac-
count holds sh35 million and the other 
holding sh773,228.

All three are registered in his names. 
A fourth account, holding sh1,138,142, is 
registered in the name of Jenne enter-
prises.

“i have carefully considered the evi-
dence on record including affidavits, 
annexures and submissions by all par-
ties and i am satisfied that the funds are 
liable for forfeiture to the government,” 
the judge said.

Justice Maina said the Assets Recovery 
Agency (ARA) had proved that Gacha-
gua and his companies benefitted from 
funds yet did not deliver any goods or 
provided any services to the ministries 
or agencies, which gave tenders to him.

Kenyan Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua

BEIJING

CHinese authorities have issued a slew of measures to 
facilitate foreign investment in the country with a focus on 
the manufacturing sector.

China will optimize the investment environment and 
deepen the implementation of the negative list for foreign 
investment to transform opening-up policies into con-
crete projects, according to a document jointly released by 
the national Development and Reform Commission and 
five other government organs.

The document urged facilitating the entry and exit of 
executives, technicians, and their families of multination-
als and foreign-invested firms to the country, under the 
premise of sound CoViD-19 pandemic prevention and 
control.

Concerning manufacturing development, China will 
support the imports and exports of foreign-invested man-
ufacturing firms and offer services and guidance on trade 
and customs clearance, according to the document.

efforts will also be made to improve the structure of for-
eign investment. The document encouraged foreign inves-
tors to expand their footprints in fields such as sci-tech in-
novation, and carbon peaking and neutrality, as well as in 
areas with a sound foundation of industrial development 
in China’s central, western and northeastern regions.

China’s value-added industrial output, an important 
economic indicator, went up 6.3 percent year on year in 
september, data from the national Bureau of statistics 
showed Monday.

The industrial output is used to measure the activity 
of designated large enterprises with an annual business 
turnover of at least 20 million yuan (about 2.81 million u.s. 
dollars)

China unveils measures to 
promote manufacturing
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WORLD
LONDON

 Rishi sunak became Britain’s new 
prime minister yesterday after meeting 
King Charles iii in Buckingham Palace, 
where the monarch asked him to form 
a government after the resignation of 
Liz Truss.

sunak, Britain’s former chancellor 
of the exchequer, won the ruling Con-
servative Party’s leadership race on 
Monday. 

The 42-year-old sunak is the first per-
son of indian origin to become British 

prime minister and the youngest in the 
country’s modern political history to 
hold the post.

he inherits an economy on the brink 
of recession, with an energy crisis, cost-
of-living crisis and runaway inflation 
that defy any easy fix. Truss’s attempt 
to use debt-funded tax cuts to spur eco-
nomic growth failed to turn the situa-
tion around,

in her farewell speech, Truss defend-
ed her “growth plan,” adding, “i’m more 
convinced than ever that we need to be 
bold and confront the challenges we 

Sunak becomes British PM 
after meeting King Charles III

SYDNEY

The new leadership team of 
the Communist Party of China 
lay solid foundation for the 
country’s path to moderniza-
tion as the members enjoy rich 
governing experiences and 
share the same vision for the 
nation’s future as espoused by 
Party chief Xi Jinping, analysts 
say. 

The seven-member standing 
Committee of the Political Bu-
reau of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee, 
with Xi as general secretary, 
was elected on Oct 23 at the 
first plenum of the 20th CPC 
Central Committee, a day after 
the Party’s twice-a-decade Na-
tional Congress concluded.

Colin Mackerras, professor 
emeritus at Griffith University 
in Brisbane, Queensland, and 
one of Australia’s leading sinol-
ogists, said Xi had put a vision-
ary agenda to the Party’s 20th 
Congress and “got it accepted”. 

Xi’s vision was spelt out in 
his address to the Congress 
where he not only emphasized 
development, but also talked 
of common prosperity, reduc-
ing inequalities that still exist, 
and the importance of the en-
vironment, he said. 

Xi “has done a great deal to 
uproot the corruption that was 
rampant when he came to of-
fice ten years ago,” Mackerras 
told China Daily. And, “Xi put a 
lot of emphasis on human life 
and winning the war against 
the pandemic. i think the zero-

COViD policy will continue 
for a while, i suspect into next 
year.” 

Moreover, in his report and 
remarks, Xi reiterated China’s 
opposition to the growing 
“Cold War mentality” in inter-
national diplomacy.

Xi said China resolutely op-
poses all forms of hegemony 
and power politics, opposes 
the Cold War mentality, op-
poses interfering in other 
countries’ domestic politics, 
opposes double standards.

Mackerras said China does 
not seek hegemony and will 
never engage in expansion. 
“China’s approach is peaceful, 
but the Americans’ is not.”

he noted that on the ques-
tion of Taiwan, Beijing’s posi-
tion has not changed.

“it wants peaceful reunifica-
tion but is not prepared to rule 
out the use of force. Unfortu-
nately, the Us is moving more 
and more towards wanting an 
‘independent’ Taiwan,” he said, 
and Washington “does not hes-
itate to go back on its word in 
dealings with other countries.”  

The Us “wants to keep con-
trol over Taiwan. China has 
been very cautious up to now 
and i expect that to continue,” 
Mackerras said.

James Laurenceson, direc-
tor of the Australia-China Rela-
tions institute at the University 
of Technology sydney, said the 
next five years will be “interest-
ing”.

he told China Daily that the 
economy will be crucial going 

New top team of CPC seen solid for progress

Diplomat comments inconnection with information 
about Kiev’s plans to stage a dirty bomb provocation

MOSCOW

ALARMiNG information 
from reliable sources in-
dicate that Kiev is prepar-
ing a provocation with the 
use of an explosive device 
filled with radioactive sub-
stances, aka “dirty bomb.” 
Nothing could cause great-
er concern.

The purpose of this hei-
nous provocation is clear 
– to accuse Russia of using 
a weapon of mass destruction. The Ukrainian authori-
ties and their Western handlers hope that it will lead to a 
broad anti-Russian campaign, undermine Moscow’s cred-
ibility in the eyes of its partners and lead to our country’s 
isolation in the international arena.

According to our sources, the Ukrainian side has already 
begun to implement the plan. in particular, the Vostochny 
Ore Mining and Processing Plant in the town of Zholtiye 
Vody and the institute for Nuclear Research in Kiev have 
been tasked with making the bomb. We cannot rule out 
the possibility of some Western countries helping Ukraine 
fulfil this goal. 

Reportedly, they are holding talks with Ukraine on sup-
plying the dirty bomb components to it. According to in-
formation obtained by  Russia, Kiev is planning to deto-
nate the bomb by disguising it as an unauthorised burst of 
a low-yield Russian nuclear bomb with enriched uranium.

in this context, we would like to note Vladimir Zelen-
sky’s irresponsible remarks at the Munich Conference in 
February about Kiev’s aspiration to obtain nuclear weap-
ons, which would create actual risks for Russia and inter-
national security. 

The issue concerns potentially revising Ukraine’s non-
nuclear status, which would mean an attempt to get hold 
of nuclear weapons to the detriment of the NPT regime. 
Given Kiev’s recent statements about the need for “pre-
emptive nuclear strikes” by NATO against Russia, this is 
absolutely unacceptable and untenable. Moreover, calls 
to detonate a dirty bomb in Moscow have already been 
making the rounds on the

Ukrainian internet lately. instructions on how to assem-
ble one were even posted.

By all indications, Ukraine is trying to play out a scenario 
similar to the provocation in Bucha when they attempted 
to groundlessly accuse us of civilian deaths. Despite our 
repeated requests, including to the UN secretary-General, 
to provide the victims’ personal data and information 
about the circumstances that led to their deaths, we still 
haven’t received an answer.

We demand that the Kiev authorities and their Western 
handlers stop taking actions that are leading the world 
towards nuclear catastrophe and threatening innocent 
civilian lives. it would be reckless to ignore Russia’s warn-
ings in this regard. it is dangerous to push things towards 
escalation. The West should not be measuring the width 
of the red line.    Agencies

BERLIN 

GeRMAN Chancellor Olaf 
scholz on Monday vowed to 
provide wide-ranging assis-
tance in rebuilding Ukraine, 
including aid for agriculture, 
the health sector and the resto-
ration of the country’s energy 
networks.

“Together with our partners, 
we will support Ukraine as 
long as necessary,” scholz said 
at the opening of a German-
Ukrainian Business Forum in 
Berlin. The restoration of the 
country will be “a generational 
task,” he said.

Rebuilding Ukraine will cost 

$349 billion, according to an 
analysis released last month by 
the World Bank, the european 
Union and the Ukrainian gov-
ernment.

This figure is equivalent to 
one and a half times Ukraine’s 
gross domestic product before 
the start of the conflict with 
Russia. 

“Ukraine’s needs for recov-
ery and reconstruction are 
massive -- and growing,” said 
World Bank President David 
Malpass earlier this month.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Denys shmyhal has 

estimated that the cost of re-
construction in the country 
will be as much as $750 billion.

scholz promised that Ger-
man companies will invest 

in Ukraine, emphasizing that 
“whoever invests in the recon-
struction of Ukraine today in-
vests in a future eU member 
state.”

Ukraine has been a recog-
nized candidate for member-
ship of the eU since June, and 
scholz reiterated Germany’s 
support for its accession. “i am 
very serious about this com-
mitment, with all that it en-
tails,” he said.

in the meantime, israeli De-
fense Minister Benny Gantz 
on Monday told his Ukrainian 
counterpart Oleksii Reznikov 

that israel won’t provide weap-
ons to Ukraine.

The two ministers talked 
over the phone and “held a 
positive discussion,” the israeli 
defense ministry said in a state-
ment.

Gantz said israel will not pro-
vide weapons systems, citing 
“the operational limitations” 
faced by israel.

however, Gantz offered to 
help Ukraine in developing 
an alert system. The ministers 
agreed “to conduct profession-
al dialogue in order to assist 
Ukraine in the development 
of a civilian early warning sys-
tem,” the ministry said.

German chancellor vows to help rebuild Ukraine

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, 
stressed the significance of promoting exchang-
es and mutual learning in the report he deliv-
ered to the 20th CPC National Congress.

stressing that human society faces unprec-
edented challenges, Xi called upon all countries 
to hold dear humanity’s shared values of peace, 
development, fairness, justice, democracy, and 
freedom, and promote mutual understanding 
and forge closer bonds with other peoples.

he urged closer communication and dialogue 
between different civilizations so as to increase 
mutual understanding and mutual recognition. 
“All countries should respect different countries’ 
and peoples’ exploration of their own develop-

ment paths, remove civilization misunderstand-
ings through cultural exchanges, avoid civiliza-
tion clashes by learning from each other, and 
replace civilization supremacy with coexistence 
of civilizations”, he added.

Diversity is what defines our world and makes 
human civilization fascinating. All civilizations 
are rooted in their unique cultural environ-
ment. each embodies the wisdom and vision 
of a country or nation, and each is valuable for 
being unique. 

The attitude towards different civilizations 
concerns the progress of human civilization and 
the peaceful development of the world.

since the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, 
Xi has made a series of important proposals on 

exchanges and mutual learning to build a har-
monious world and advance human progress. 

he said China is willing to work with the inter-
national community to promote equality, mutu-
al learning, dialogue, and inclusiveness among 
civilizations, which demonstrated the unique 
and charming wisdom of China and its broad-
mindedness.

having gone through over 5,000 years of vi-
cissitudes, the Chinese civilization has always 
kept to its original root. As the unique cultural 
identity of the Chinese nation, it contains some 
most profound pursuits of the Chinese nation 
and provides it with abundant nourishment for 
existence and development.

China, in the new era, is experiencing the 

greatest and most unique practical innovation 
in human history.

The CPC has led the people in pioneering a 
uniquely Chinese path to modernization, cre-
ating a new model for human advancement. 
Besides, China, pursuing a better future shared 
by all people around the world, champions the 
common values of humanity and the vision of 
building a community with a shared future for 
mankind.

The country calls on the world to enhance 
exchanges and mutual learning, and strengthen 
popular support for jointly building a commu-
nity with a shared future for mankind.

China believes countries need to respect each 
other and treat each other as equals, uphold 

forward.
“in the medium to long term, if China gets 

the policy settings right, it could really kick-
start economic growth again without too 
much trouble,” he said. “i don’t just mean by 
the way it deals with COViD… i mean with how 
it responds to the broader, structural chal-
lenges.”

hans hendrischke, professor of Chinese 
Business and Management at the University of 
sydney, said “Putting it into context, this Con-
gress laid the ideological foundations for the 
Party‘s rule until 2049”, when the nation will 
mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China.

“Priority was the long-term ideological 
agenda, poverty reduction, more internation-
al engagement, particularly with developing 
countries,” he said.

he said short- and medium-term policies 
will come from the National People‘s Congress 

next March, which will also nominate the new 
government.

“Xi Jinping has consolidated his ideological 
position,” hendrischke added. “in his opening 
speech, his economic focus was on horizontal 
equalization of income level between rich and 
poor provinces.” 

hendrischke said “the best indication for 
future policies is the new members of the Po-
litburo standing Committee”. 

The members have deep experiences in the 
comparatively advanced provinces, such as Li 
Qiang, with leading roles in Fujian, Zhejiang 
and Jiangsu, said hendrischke, and Li Xi with 
experience in Northwestern China, Liaoning 
and shanghai, currently in Guangdong.

“To me this looks like a concentration of 
practical, provincial expertise. All of these 
new people come from the market-oriented 
coastal economies which fund the central 
government,” hendrischke said.            Xinhua

the beauty of each civilization and the 
diversity of civilizations in the world, stay 
open and inclusive, draw on each other’s 
strengths, advance with the times and 
stress innovation-driven development.

international analysts commented 
that China, championing the peaceful 
coexistence of civilizations, has become 
a catalyst for global exchanges.

Though born on the soil of China, the 
Chinese civilization has come to its pre-
sent form through constant exchanges 
and mutual learning with other civiliza-
tions.

  People’s Daily

China willing to work with the international community to promote equality, mutual learning, dialogue, and inclusiveness among civilisations

face.”
“We simply cannot afford to be a 

low-growth country where the Gov-
ernment takes up an increasing share 
of our national wealth and where 
there are huge divides between differ-
ent parts of our country. We need to 
take advantage of our Brexit freedoms 

to do things differently,” she said.
At press time, sunak is delivering 

his first address to the nation outside 
10 Downing street on his vision and 
plans for Britain, and is expected to 
announce his cabinet members later 
in the day.

   Xinhua

HARARE

The Zimbabwean media should take an editorial stance 
against the Western sanctions on Zimbabwe and help expose 
ways through which Zimbabweans have been affected by the 
embargo, a cabinet minister said on Monday.

information, Publicity and Broadcasting services Minister 
Monica Mutsvangwa said it was time for Zimbabwean jour-
nalists to repel the propaganda from the West that seeks to 
divide and cause disunity among Zimbabweans. 

The minister was speaking at the inaugural edition of the 
southern African Development Community (sADC) anti-
sanctions summit held in harare, the capital of Zimbabwe, 
which brought together Zimbabweans and media players to 
discuss ways of ring-fencing the sector against the punitive 
effects of the more than two-decades-old sanctions.

”The media has a special role to inform and educate the 
nation on the misinformation and disinformation peddled 
by the West and its allies that these sanctions are targeted at a 
few individuals,” Mutsvangwa said. “The media must unmask 
this big lie and expose the reality on the ground that the sanc-
tions are choking. The lies are meant to turn us against each 
other and derail the development agenda.”

The summit was held on the eve of the sADC anti-sanc-
tions day held on Oct. 25 each year since 2020. The anti-
sanctions day was set aside by sADC for member states to 
stand in solidarity with Zimbabwe and collectively call for 
the unconditional lifting of the embargo imposed more than 
two decades ago. 

Mutsvangwa applauded sADC for championing a collec-
tive resentment of the sanctions, and said Zimbabwe is grate-
ful to the African Union and all countries that joined forces 
at the United Nations General Assembly in september “to 
crusade an anti-sanctions hymn condemning these unruly 

Zimbabwean media urged to take editorial 
stance against Western sanctions

Britain’s newly appointed Prime Minister Rishi Sunak waves as he poses outside to door 
to 10 Downing Street in central London, yesterday after delivering his first speech as 
prime minister. AFP

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, delivers an impor-
tant speech when meeting with the media on Sunday at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing with the 
other six newly elected members of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the 20th CPC Central 
Committee. (FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY)

Russian Foreign Ministry 
Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
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The report delivered by Xi 
Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, on behalf of 
the 19th CPC Central Committee, 
to the 20th CPC National Congress, 
is seen by the international com-
munity as sign of China keeping 
pursuing its dreams and win-win 
cooperation with the rest of the 
world.

It is believed that the 20th CPC 
National Congress not only is sig-
nificant to China, but also places 
important impacts on the rest of 
the world. 

Foreign media organizations 
reported that Chinese moderniza-
tion will shed light on other coun-
tries, and the vision of building a 
community with a shared future 
for mankind, which has been once 
again highlighted in Xi’s report this 
time, is crucial to global develop-
ment. They said the congress of-
fers important political guidance 
for China’s development on the 
country’s journey toward greater 
prosperity, and draws a new blue-
print for a better future to be jointly 
created by the Chinese people and 
the people in the rest of the world.

The world has further recog-
nized that China’s development is 
a great cause that advances human 
progress. Since socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics has entered a 
new era in 2012, the cause of the 
Party and the country has scored 
historic achievements and gone 
through historic changes. The suc-
cess jointly created by the CPC and 
the Chinese people has a far-reach-
ing impact on the world.

From multiple perspectives, the 
international community analyzed 
China’s remarkable achievements 
made in the new era, to learn the 
country’s experiences in overcom-
ing development challenges and 
realizing vitalization.

Foreign media organizations 

said that the CPC, with a responsi-
ble attitude, has led the country to 
achieve sustainable development, 
which demonstrates its political 
vision and wisdom. They believe 
socialism with Chinese character-
istics and the Chinese governance 
system are a role model in seeking 
happiness for the people. Facts 
prove that, the cause of the CPC 
benefits not only the Chinese peo-
ple, but also the world at large.

The Russian International Affairs 
Council said in an article published 
on its website that China’s econom-
ic miracle sets a good example for 
the countries that are still in search 
of their own development paths.

The global attention received by 
the congress indicated that the in-
ternational community has further 
enhanced its confidence in China 
building itself into a modern social-
ist country in all respects.

China today is more than the 
country itself; it is very much a part 
of the world. The report delivered 
at the 20th CPC National Congress 
planed the development targets 
and major policies of the Party and 
the country in the next five years 
and even a longer period of time to 
come, and announced to advance 

the rejuvenation of the Chinese na-
tion on all fronts through a Chinese 
path to modernization.

The international community 
said that the decisions made at the 
congress have displayed a clear 
vision for China’s next-phase de-
velopment, and the CPC will keep 
leading the Chinese people to 
march forward along the path to 
happiness and the great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation. It is be-
lieved that China is more confident 
now in creating even bigger mir-
acles. China, on a new journey to 
build itself into a modern socialist 
country in all respects, is expected 
to create certainty and stability for 
the fast-changing world and ex-
pand the areas of mutually benefi-
cial cooperation between itself and 
other countries.

The international community 
has further recognized China’s 
firm determination to build a com-
munity with a shared future for 
mankind. Changes of the world, of 
our times and of history are unfold-
ing today in ways like never before. 
The world has once again stood at 
a crossroads, with its future course 
dependent on the choices of peo-
ple of all countries.

Stressing that the world is grap-
pling with unprecedented chal-
lenges, Xi said the CPC has consis-
tently called on the people of the 
world to grasp and shape the fu-
ture and destiny of humanity.

“When all countries pursue the 
cause of common good, we can live 
in harmony, engage in cooperation 
for mutual benefit and join hands 
to create a brighter future for the 
world,” he added.

China is always committed to 
the purpose of its foreign policy 
of safeguarding world peace and 
promoting common development, 
and to building a community with 
a shared future for mankind, which 
fully mirrors the Party’s broad 
mind and sense of responsibility.

The international observers said 
the 20th CPC National Congress 
will guide China to keep safeguard-
ing world peace and make the in-
ternational order more just, and 
unite all progressive forces around 
the world to cope with major is-
sues such as the wealth gap and 
climate change.

It is believed that the CPC will 
lead China toward another mile-
stone and keep contributing to 
world peace, progress and pros-
perity. Building a community with 
a shared future for mankind is a 
greater vision that benefits the 
world with the Chinese Dream.

The CPC strives for both the 
wellbeing of the Chinese people 
and progress of the entire human-
kind. On the new journey ahead, 
the Party will keep expanding its 
global vision, obtain a keen under-
standing of the trends of human 
progress, and actively respond to 
the concerns of the people from 
all countries, so as to contribute to 
solving the common issues facing 
mankind. It will learn from all out-
standing civilizations with a broad 
mind to build a better world. 

                               People’s Daily

China to make greater contributions to human progress

LONDON

RIShI Sunak, Britain’s former chancellor of the ex-
chequer, has won the ruling Conservative Party’s lead-
ership contest. he will replace Liz Truss yesterday as 
the British prime minister, the third this year, at a time 
of economic challenges and political turbulence.

FIRST INDIAN-ORIGIN PM
Sunak, 42, is the first person of Indian origin to be-

come the British prime minister. he is also the young-
est prime minister in the country’s modern political 
history. 

Sunak was declared winner by the Tory backbench 
1922 Committee shortly after the deadline on Monday 
afternoon when he emerged as the only contender 
who secured the required backing of at least 100 law-
makers. 

Another contender, Penny Mordaunt, leader of the 
house of Commons, failed to garner enough votes. 
Former Prime Minister Boris Johnson withdrew from 
the contest on Sunday despite the backing of 102 Tory 
lawmakers he claimed to have secured. 

Johnson said it was “simply not the right time” for 
him to stand for the leadership race as “you can’t gov-
ern effectively unless you have a united party in Parlia-
ment.”

The leadership race was launched when Truss an-
nounced her resignation on Thursday after a little over 
six weeks in office. her economic blueprint, the “mini-
budget,” was blamed for causing market turmoil and 
tanking the Conservative Party’s poll rating. Monday’s 
victory was second time lucky for Sunak. 

In his first shot at the top job this summer, he lost to 
Truss in the head-to-head stage of the Tory leadership 
race, triggered then by scandal-hit Johnson’s resigna-
tion.

“PROFOUND ECONOMIC CHALLENGE”
Sunak inherits an economy that is on the brink of 

recession as a combination of energy crisis, cost-of-
living crisis and runaway inflation defies any easy fix. 
Britain’s inflation rose by 10.1 percent in September as 
food costs keep rising. 

The squeeze on public spending has aggravated 
problems in key public services such as the National 
health Service. British households have also been 
warned that they will face electricity blackouts this 
winter due to gas shortages. 

his predecessor’s solution of using debt-funded tax 
cuts to spur economic growth failed to turn the situ-
ation around. Truss’s economic strategy plunged the 
British pound to a 37-year low against the U.S. dollar, 
while pushing up the cost of government borrowing 
and mortgage rates.

In his first public address as the Tory leader, Sunak 
admitted that Britain is facing “a profound economic 
challenge.” “Sunak won’t set himself on fire the way Liz 
Truss did because he’s a more competent manager and 
a more savvy politician. however, he’s facing a very up-
hill task,” Professor Iain Begg from the London School 
of economics and Political Science told Xinhua.

   “The big challenge for Sunak is that he has to man-
age a series of complicated problems against a very 

New British PM unveiled amid economic challenges, political chaos
COPENHAGEN

VACCINATION continues to be 
one of the most effective tools in 
combating both influenza and 
COVID-19, and the World health 
Organization Regional Office for 
europe urges all those eligible to 
get their influenza and COVID-19 
booster shots as soon as possible. 

“With COVID-19 and seasonal 
influenza co-circulating, the 
health of vulnerable people -- in-
cluding the elderly, the immuno-
compromised, pregnant women 
and newborns – is at greater 
risk,” said WhO Regional Direc-
tor Dr. hans Kluge said at a press 
conference here on Monday.

Since early Sept, regional cases 
of COVID-19 have tripled, accord-
ing to WhO europe, and in the 
second week of Oct, the europe-
an Region accounted for nearly 
60 percent of new global cases 
and 42 percent of new global 
deaths.

“This is not a time to relax,” 
Kluge said. “In the past month, 
we have also seen an early spike 
in seasonal influenza cases, lead-
ing now to increased positivity in 
patients hospitalized with severe 
acute respiratory infections.”

however, according to Kluge, 
the surge has not led to either the 
previously seen levels of severe 
disease, as deaths and intensive 
care unit admissions have only 
seen minor increases, or to the 
crippling effects previously seen 
on economic or social life.

“We must continue to do our 
utmost to prevent infections, 
protect the vulnerable and pre-
pare our health systems to man-
age multiple threats,” he said.

On the occasion of World Polio 
Day (Oct 24), which also marks 
twenty years of keeping the 
WhO european Region free of in-
digenous wild polio, Kluge noted 
a parallel since the region was 
declared polio-free in 2002.

“Vaccines are safe and vac-
cines work. For polio, as for COV-
ID-19 and influenza, vaccines can 
and do save lives. The other main 
policy responses for COVID-19 
are continued surveillance and 
securing access to antivirals for 
at-risk populations.” 

  Agencies

WHO stresses vaccines as flu 
season ramps up, COVID lurks

WORLD NeWS

MOSCOW

 RUSSIA does not see any “preconditions, 
grounds, or hope” for building more con-
structive relations with Great Britain in the 
foreseeable future, Kremlin Spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said yesterday, commenting 
on the appointment of Rishi Sunak as the 
UK’s new prime minister.

“No, at present, we do not see any precon-
ditions, grounds or hopes for some positive 
shifts in the foreseeable future,” the Russian 
presidential spokesman said, commenting 
on the prospects of warmer relations be-
tween the two countries with the appoint-
ment of the UK’s new premier.

Meanwhile, Russia is maintaining its open-
ness and readiness for discussing the most 
complex issues at the negotiating table but 
not to the detriment of its national interests, 
Peskov emphasized.

Sunak was announced as the UK Conserva-
tive Party’s new leader on Monday after his 
two rivals, British ex-PM Boris Johnson and 
leader of the house of Commons Penny 

As Sunak takes reins, Moscow sees ‘no 
hopes’ for better ties with UK, says Kremlin

The 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China opens at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Oct. 16, 2022. File photo

Mordaunt said that they would not 
run for the post of head of the gov-
ernment. 

As British media outlets reported, 
neither Johnson nor Mordaunt ap-
peared to be gaining the required 
100 votes of Conservative MPs to get 
to the next round of the parliamen-
tary voting.

Sunak became the first UK pre-
mier appointed by British King 
Charles III who ascended to the 
throne after the death of his mother 
Queen elizabeth II. 

The ex-Chancellor of the excheq-
uer entered 10 Downing Street, re-
placing Liz Truss, who on October 
20 had announced that she would 
quit after her botched economic 
policy had fueled further discon-
tent among her party members. 

She had occupied the top post of 
the nation’s PM for just 45 days, the 
shortest tenure on record in Brit-
ain’s history. Agencies

Russian Presidential Spokesman Dmitry Peskov

After being invited to form a government by King Charles, Sunak became the UK’s 57th prime minister

inauspicious fiscal background. he can’t 
spend his way out of trouble the way he 
did (in the early months of the pandemic) 
when he was the chancellor,” Begg said. 

“Now it’s much more difficult because 
interest rates are rising, which means 
the cost of householders are going up. 
There is pressure on the public finances 
because of the previous rounds of public 
expenditure, so he’ll be walking various 
tightropes simultaneously,” he added.

LAST CHANCE SALOON
The frequent change of occupant at 

10 Downing Street and a lack of effec-
tive policies to solve economic and social 
woes have drained the British public’s 
patience. 

“Britain’s standing in the world is going 
to be adversely affected by what’s hap-
pened over the last few months ... Chang-

ing prime ministers, changing ministers, 
making decisions and unmaking deci-
sions, all of this just looks terribly bad 
internationally.

 It’s not a serious form of government,” 
Begg said. The opposition parties, includ-
ing the Labour Party, the Liberal Demo-
crats and the Scottish National Party, 
have renewed their calls for a general 
election, arguing that the general pub-
lic should have a say over who leads the 
country instead of letting a handful of 
Tory party members call the shots.

A new polling by YouGov published 
hours after Sunak’s victory has found 
that a majority of people -- 56 percent 
-- believe he should call an early general 
election. 

In his address on Monday, Sunak also 
made a strong case for stability and 
unity as the seemingly endless drama in 

Westminster risks derailing the future of 
not only the Conservative Party but the 
whole country.

   “We now need stability and unity. And 
I will make it my utmost priority to bring 
our party and our country together,” Su-
nak said. Sunak will officially become 
the new prime minister on Tuesday after 
meeting King Charles III in Buckingham 
Palace where the monarch will invite him 
to form a government. his first address 
to the nation outside 10 Downing Street 
later in the day on his vision and plans for 
Britain will offer a clue as to whether he 
can turn the tide. 

“The Conservatives are in what we call 
last chance saloon. If they don’t make Ri-
shi Sunak premiership work, they are go-
ing to be slitting their own throats,” Begg 
said.  

   Agencies
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

AFTER a characteristically tense 
and highly touted build-up, the ‘Dar es 
Salaam derby’ between the country’s 
two football behemoths Simba SC and 
Yanga ultimately ended in a hugely 
entertaining 1-1 stalemate.

Indeed, heading into the blockbuster 
encounter Simba SC was sitting prettily 
atop the league standings but the 
margin of the squad’s lead was distinctly 
razor-thin.

With both teams having amassed the 
same number of points, Simba SC was 
ahead of Yanga only under having a 
better goal difference than the latter.

Thus, with that being the state of 
affairs going into the enormously 
hyped-up clash, the match itself didn’t 
disappoint although, in the end, it 
turned out to be a positively scintillating 
low-scoring affair.

Eager to seize the game by the scruff 
of its neck Simba SC drew first blood by 
taking the lead in the initial stages of the 
league encounter.

However, if Simba SC expected Yanga 
to be mere pushovers once the former 
had assumed the lead they were rudely 
awakened towards the end of the first 
half when the Jangwani Street side got 
the leveler via a superbly struck free-
kick.

Try as they might, neither side was 
able to grab the much sought-after 
winner in a second half that was a 
captivating spell of top-notch football.

In the wake of their 1-1 sharing of 
the spoils, there is no change to the 
positions of both teams on the league 
table with Simba SC still in first place 
ahead of Yanga on goals difference.

Indeed, with both Yanga and Simba 
SC being neck and neck in the earnest 
race for the league title this season, 
football fans on the home front must be 

Entertaining Dar es Salaam 
derby ends in a stalemate 

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

IHEFU SC goal-getter Obrey Chirwa has told 
the outfit’s supporters that the squad’s players 
are fighting to continue making the followers 
happy.

The Mbeya outfit came up against Singida 
Big Stars FC in a 2022/23 NBC Premier League 
clash at Liti Stadium in Singida two days back 
and conceded a 1-0 defeat.

Kagera Sugar went down 2-1 to Singida Big 
Stars FC in the seventh-round match of NBC 
Premier League held several days back and 
the latter moved to seventh position in the 
league standings with 11 points. 

Ihefu SC went into the tie against Singida 
Big Stars FC whilst sitting 14th after posting 
five points from seven games.

Both Singida Big Stars FC and Ihefu SC 
secured promotion to the domestic top flight 
hence the duel between the clubs was almost 
like a derby.

Mbarali-based Ihefu SC started the 2022/23 
NBC Premier League season poorly having 

lost the first three matches before opting for a 
change of coach and bringing in experienced 
gaffer Juma Mwambusi.

In the club’s ties which ended in a loss, the 
club suffered a 3-1 loss to Mtibwa Sugar 3-1, 
conceded a 2-1 defeat to KMC FC, suffered a 
1-0 loss to Namungo FC and recorded a similar 
loss to Ruvu Shooting.

Ihefu SC forced a draw in the match against 
Tanzania Prisons which ended in a 1-1 draw, 
and the former then settled for similar results 
when it came up against Mbeya City FC.

The poor performance compelled the club’s 
owners to make minor changes in the outfit’s 
technical bench by hiring former Mbeya City 
FC head coach Mwambusi to head the team, 
working with assistant coach Zubeir Katwila.

Mwambusi that had several years back 
worked as an assistant to Dutch gaffer Hans 
Pluijm at Yanga, had seen the side command 
an unbeaten run in 18 top-flight matches.

The tactician asked Ihefu SC’s leadership 
to be patient as the squad will begin posting 
good results in coming Premier League ties.

Obrey Chirwa 

SPORTS

Chirwa gives Ihefu 
SC followers hope    

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA Football Federation (TFF) says for women’s 
football to develop in the country there is a need for more 
investment in the sector. 

Wallace Karia, TFF president, said so in Dar es Salaam 
last weekend at a function for welcoming the national U-17 
women’s soccer side, Serengeti Girls, which took part in the 
ongoing FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup in India.

The team which was making its maiden participation in 
the U-17 Women’s World Cup was eliminated by Colombia 
in the quarterfinals, having suffered a 3-0 loss to the South 
Americans.

The TFF president said Serengeti Girls have shown that 
with good investment and support anything can happen in 
football. 

Karia thanked President Samia Suluhu Hassan and the 
government for its commitment to promoting women’s 
football.

He, however, said the country has abundant football talent 
but it has not been exposed as there are not many platforms.

“Serengeti Girls have shown the world that with support 
and good investment anything can be achieved, TFF is very 
delighted with the exploits showcased by our team,” the 
official revealed.

“More importantly, I should thank our President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan for her support to the team, when she was 
Vice President of the country, she invited the team, and we 
had a discussion with her to see how the national women’s 
football team can do well in international events,” the TFF 
president noted.

Karia pointed out: “We come up with our programs, we 
planned that our national women’s teams should qualify for 
top events, she fully supported our plan, and now Serengeti 
Girls have reached the quarterfinals of the U-17 Women’s 
World Cup.”

“For us now to reach great heights in women’s football, 
we need well structures for youth development, we are now 
asking companies, organizations, and individuals to support 

us,” he said.
Tanzania, as is the case with many other African countries, 

has been doing all it can to develop, promote, and improve 
women’s football.

Some countries are better organized in promoting women’s 
football as part of social amenities, sports facilities are 
available to the population to enable the development of 
female players.

Other countries also have well-organized women’s teams 
and leagues that are played across such countries. 

However, the common problem in many African countries 
is the lack of expertise to develop female players from the 
grassroots especially in schools, nurturing the talent, and 
creating a platform by coordinating strong women’s leagues.

doubtlessly hoping that the battle for top honours in 
the league between these two clubs goes right down to 
the wire. Let us switch our focus now to women’s youth 
football where the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup in 
India is presently entering the home stretch.

Sadly though, our Serengeti Girls are no longer 
part of the proceedings as they were disappointingly 
knocked out of the immensely esteemed competition 
following a heartbreaking 3-0 loss to Colombia in the 
quarterfinals late last week.

Despite coming undone against Colombia in the 
tourney’s last eight, the Serengeti Girls have every right 
to hold their heads up high with immense pride as they 
managed to advance to the quarterfinals even though 
they were making their debut at the prestigious football 
championship.

One weakness of the team, however, that urgently 
needs strengthening is the team’s discipline, which 
badly let them down.

For example, the Serengeti Girls had a player given 
marching orders in the team’s morale-sapping 4-0 loss 
to Japan in their opening encounter of the competition.

Unbelievably, the Serengeti Girls had another player 
dismissed in their 2-1 triumph against France, and in 
a disturbing trend that beggared belief the team was 

TFF calls for more investment in women’s football 

again reduced to nine 
players in their humbling 
3-0 loss to Colombia in the 
quarterfinals of the global 
showpiece event.

Indeed, one wonders 
whether the Serengeti 
Girls might have gained 
a better result against 
Colombia if they had had 
no player sent off at all.

Nevertheless, as it is 
often said, there is no 
use crying over spilled 
milk. And, at this point, 
it should be reiterated 
that regardless of how 
things unfolded, the 
Serengeti Girls deserve to 
be lavished with praise 
for their amazingly 
impeccable debut at the 
FIFA U-17 Women’s World 
Cup this year.

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

GEITA Gold FC has declared its plan 
to make it to the top four of 2022/23 
NBC Premier League as the battle for 
dominance in the showpiece gathers pace.  

The squad is set to take on Ruvu 
Shooting in the domestic top-flight tie 
that will take place at Uhuru Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam today.

Hemed Kivuyo, an information officer 
at Geita Gold FC, disclosed the match 
against Ruvu Shooting is a must-win for 
his team should it make it to the top four 
of the ongoing Premier League. 

He said morale in the team is high and 
all players and the technical panel are 
looking for victory. 

Kivuyo said his team players will 
tread cautiously when confronting Ruvu 
Shooting as there is no room for errors. 

“Our last win against Namungo FC has 
boosted our morale, this season NBC 
Premier League games are very tough but 
we want to get maximum points against 
Ruvu Shooting, everyone in our camp is 
looking for a win in our Wednesday game, 
we aim to reach the top four of the ongoing 
league, for us to keep that dream we must 
win on Wednesday,” Kivuyo noted.

The information officer disclosed that 
ahead of the game, the team had opted for 
more drills to stay in good shape.

“We are on our way to Dar es Salaam and 
after arriving, the players will have time 
to rest then on Tuesday they will train to 
prepare for the game, all 20 players who 

have made the trip to Dar es Salaam are 
fit and ready for the encounter,” he said.

The two teams have played eight NBC 
Premier League games, with Geita Gold 
FC now positioned ninth with 10 points, 
recording victory in two matches, a draw 
in four, and a loss in two.

Geita Gold FC beat Namungo FC 2-1, 
edged Polisi Tanzania 1-0, went down 3-0 
to Simba SC, and lost 1-0 to Dodoma Jiji FC.

Kagera Sugar drew 1-1 with Geita Gold 
FC, and the latter thereafter had a similar 
scoreline when it took on Singida Big Stars 
FC, then forced a 0-0 draw with Coastal 
Union and a 1-1 draw with Azam FC.

After honouring the Ruvu Shooting 
game, Geita Gold FC will take part in five 
ties, locking horns with Yanga, and KMC 
FC, before travelling to Mbeya to face 
Prisons, Mbeya City FC, and Ihefu SC.

Ruvu Shooting sits eighth with 10 points, 
having notched a victory in three outings, 
conceded defeat in four matches, and 
posted a draw in one tie.

Ruvu Shooting won 1-0 against Ihefu SC, 
beat Coastal Union 2-1 at home in Coast 
Region, and garnered a 1-0 win over Polisi 
Tanzania.

The squad managed a 0-0 draw with 
KMC FC, suffered a 2-1 loss to Yanga and 
had similar results against Kagera Sugar, 
went down 1-0 to Namungo FC, and lost 
2-1 to Mtibwa Sugar.

In Ruvu Shooting’s coming ties, the club 
is to entertain Mbeya City FC, and Prisons, 
and participate in away games against 
Azam FC, Simba SC, and Singida Big Stars.

Geita Gold FC in pursuit of 
NBC Premier League top four

Simba SC midfielder Clatous Chama (L) and his teammate Moses Phiri (3rd L) tussle for the 
ball with Yanga’s players as the clubs faced each other in a 2022/23 NBC Premier League 
clash held in Dar es Salaam on Sunday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) president Wallace Karia.

NEW YORK

A COMPLETED documentary about the rapper 
formerly known as Kanye West has been shelved amid 
his recent slew of antisemitic remarks.

MRC studio executives Modi Wiczyk, Asif Satchu and 
Scott Tenley announced in a memo Monday: “We cannot 
support any content that amplifies his platform.”

Ye was recently restricted from posting on Twitter 
and Instagram over antisemitic posts that the social 
networks said violated their policies. He has also 
suggested slavery was a choice and called the COVID-19 
vaccine the “mark of the beast.” Earlier this month, Ye 
was criticized for wearing a “White Lives Matter” T-shirt 
to the showing of his latest collection at Paris Fashion 
Week.

Wiczyk and Satchu are co-founders and co-CEOs 
of MRC Entertainment. Tenley is the chief business 
officer. Shelving the documentary comes just days after 
the  French fashion house Balenciaga cut ties with Ye, 
according to Women’s Wear Daily.

In their lengthy memo, Wiczyk, Satchu and Tenley 
reach deep into the history of antisemitism.

“Kanye is a producer and sampler of music. Last 
week he sampled and remixed a classic tune that has 
charted for over 3000 years — the lie that Jews are evil 
and conspire to control the world for their own gain. 
This song was performed acapella in the time of the 
Pharaohs, Babylon and Rome, went acoustic with The 
Spanish Inquisition and Russia’s Pale of Settlement, 
and Hitler took the song electric. Kanye has now helped 
mainstream it in the modern era,” they wrote. 

Ye’s talent agency, CAA, has dropped him as well. That 
news Monday and the scrapped documentary comes 
after UTA CEO Jeremy Zimmer condemned Ye in a 
companywide memo denouncing antisemitism. Ye was 
briefly a client but returned to CAA after a year.

Others in Hollywood, including Ye’s estranged wife, 
Kim Kardashian, and other members of her family, have 
also condemned antisemitism. Demonstrators on a Los 
Angeles overpass Saturday unfurled a banner praising 
Ye.

Ye dropped by talent agency, documentary on him scrapped
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By JEROME PUGMIRE

tUNIsIA coach Jalel Kadri calls it his 
“personal ambition” to get his team 
into the knockout stages of the World 
Cup for the first time.

He won the Kirin Cup in June, but 
hinted he could quit if tunisia fails to 
get out of the group stage in Qatar.

“It’s my personal ambition. If we 
don’t get through, I will not have suc-
ceeded in my mission, despite how 
tough the task is,” Kadri said. “We 
want to make our dream come true 
and get through to the knockout 
round at the sixth time of asking.”

Good luck getting out Group D, 
though.

tunisia faces defending champion 
France — which boasts a fearsome at-
tack of  Kylian Mbappe  and  Ballon 
d’or winner Karim Benzema  — and 
European Championship semifinalist 
Denmark, along with Australia.

“We’re very realistic. Nevertheless, 
I will pass on to the players a mes-
sage of optimism and ambition, even 
though I know the mission is diffi-
cult,” Kadri said. “the most important 
thing is to know how to cope with the 
difficult moments in a game.”

there could be plenty of those 
given France’s attack and the great 
teamwork that knits together a Dan-
ish team that pushed host England 
hard in the Euro 2020 semifinals.

the tunisians have never been 
past the group stage in five World Cup 
appearances. there have been only 
two wins — the first against Mexico in 
1978 and then  against panama four 
years ago in russia. 

Whabi Khazri, who scored against 
panama and added another goal in 
the 2018 tournament, will again the 
main attacking threat. He has scored 
24 international goals.

seifeddine Jaziri has a decent in-
ternational record of 10 goals in 28 

matches and operates affectively at 
center forward, while attacking mid-
fielder saif-Eddine Khaoui is starting 
to fulfill his promise at 27 years old.

Khaoui was rated highly when 
he broke into the Marseille team six 
years ago, but his form drifted off af-
ter he was loaned out to lesser-known 
clubs. the versatile midfielder has 
found consistency again with French 
club Clermont, with two goals and 
two assists this season.

the Carthage Eagles open against 
Croatia on Nov. 22 before facing Aus-
tralia four days later and then France 
on Nov. 30.

At least tunisia has prepared the 
hard way, taking on five-time World 
Cup champion Brazil in a friendly last 
month in paris.

Hopes soared when the Carthage 
Eagles drew level at 1-1, but they end-
ed up losing 5-1.

“(We must) decide on a strategy 
that is clear and rectify our errors, 
whether they are individual or collec-
tive,” said Kadri, who was promoted 
from assistant coach in January af-
ter  tunisia fired Mondher Kebaier. 
“Especially on a tactical level, in terms 
of our positional play and our phases 
of play, notably in defense.”

the way  Neymar  and  richar-
lison  pulled apart tunisia’s defense 
does not bode well, considering the 
team will have to deal with the pace 
of Mbappe, the guile of Benzema and 
the craft of Antoine Griezmann. then 
there’s the physicality, aerial threat 
and link-up play of olivier Giroud.

“Against a team of this level, wheth-
er it’s Brazil or France, you can never 
leave them any space,” Kadri said. 
“You have to maintain your concen-
tration. You must stay attentive and 
reduce the space available as much as 
possible.”

             AP

Tunisia coach Kadri wants World 
Cup advancement for 1st time France looks to Mbappé and Benzema to win a 3rd World Cup

PARIS

KYLIAN Mbappé helped France 
win the World Cup four years ago, 
becoming a superstar in the process. 
this time, the tournament could 
serve as a welcome escape from the 
pressures of paris saint-Germain, 
and also a chance to play in his fa-
vorite position.

For Karim Benzema, it’s an oppor-
tunity to showcase the talent that led 
him to winning the prestigious Bal-
lon d’or at nearly 35 years old.

their paths to Qatar have greatly 
diverged.

When the 19-year-old Mbappé 
scored in the World Cup final four 
years ago, he was the youngest play-
er since pelé in 1958 to score in the 
deciding match. Benzema was no-
where close to Moscow at the time 
because the real Madrid forward 
was exiled from the national team.

Although they played together 
at last year’s European Champion-
ship,  Benzema was only just com-
ing back with Les Bleus and things 
didn’t quite click between them.

they’ve since shown how effec-
tive they are in tandem — sharing six 
goals in one World Cup qualifying 
win that France coach Didier Des-
champs called “a beautiful night of 
soccer.”

Benzema is second all-time on Ma-
drid’s scoring list behind Cristiano 
ronaldo with 329 goals.

Mbappé, expected to break Ed-
inson Cavani’s psG record of 200 
this season, already has 28 goals for 
France. Benzema has 37, with 10 in 
his past 16 internationals. 

they will form the most lethal at-
tack in Qatar. Especially if Mbappé 
has the freedom he craves away 
from the frustration of playing cent-
er forward for psG.

He’d much rather peel off a target 
man like olivier Giroud, thereby us-
ing his pace and skill to attack from 
deep or wide.

“I have much more freedom (with 
France). the coach (Deschamps) 
knows there is a No. 9 like olivier (Gi-
roud) who takes care of the defend-
ers so I can run around, move into 
space, ask for the ball,” Mbappé said 
in september, after Giroud set him 
up for a goal in a Nations League win 
over Austria. “With paris it’s differ-
ent, that doesn’t happen, I’m asked 
to play as a pivot (central striker).”

After a 0-0 draw with reims ear-

lier this month, Mbappé took his 
frustrations online by posting a 
sarcastic-looking hashtag entitled 
#pivotgang on Instagram. A “pivot” 
is the French soccer term for a 
central striker who also operates 
as a link player with his back to 
goal, like Giroud does and Mbappé 
doesn’t want to.

Giroud needs two goals to equal 
thierry Henry’s national record 
of 51. But Deschamps might pre-
fer Antoine Griezmann, now that 
he’s back in form with Atletico Ma-
drid.

STRESSFUL TIMES
Mbappé has had other things 

on his mind, too, recently deny-
ing he’s unhappy at psG and that 
he’s pushing for a move to real 
Madrid — which has twice failed to 
sign him.

He’s also had to deal with allega-
tions from French investigative me-
dia Mediapart claiming that psG 
hired an external company to cre-
ate fake twitter accounts in a bid to 
denigrate media perceived as hos-
tile to the club. Mediapart claimed 
former psG midfielder Adrien 

rabiot was targeted along with 
Mbappé — after reports in 2019 that 
Mbappé wanted to join Madrid.

so getting back to business with 
France at the World Cup could be 
a relief for Mbappé. However, he 
has a point to prove after flopping 
at last year’s European Champion-
ship.

Although Benzema had four 
goals and Griezmann netted once, 
Mbappé didn’t score and missed 
the decisive penalty when France 
got knocked out by switzerland in 
the round of 16.

ALARM BELLS
France should take that loss to 

switzerland as a healthy warning 
sign.

Not since Brazil lost the 1998 final 
to France has the defending World 
Cup champion come close to re-
taining the title. of the next five 
champions, four failed to reach the 
knockout stage and three were last 
in their group — including France in 
2002.

France should be in the running 
for first place in Group D, along 
with Euro 2020 semfinalist Den-

mark. Australia and tunisia are also in 
the group.

INJURY WOES
Deschamps has an attack that’s the 

envy of world soccer and two fine 
goalkeepers in  veteran Hugo Llo-
ris and Mike Maignan.

But Deschamps has significant injury 
problems to major players in defense 
and midfield.

Central defender raphael Varane 
is doubtful after  leaving the field in 
tears  with an apparent knee injury 
when playing for Manchester United in 
the premier League.

Fellow World Cup winner paul pogba 
has not played since April, and only has 
only just returned to training with Ju-
ventus following knee surgery. It gives 
him little time to be ready.

pogba has also been  mired in an 
extortion scandal  involving his older 
brother that could generate more un-
welcome headlines.

N’Golo Kanté was another key part 
of France’s World Cup success. But the 
Chelsea midfielder is out for several 
months after surgery on a hamstring 
injury.

                  AP

FILE - France’s Karim Benzema, left, challenges for the ball with Denmark’s Victor Nelsson during the UEFA Nations League 
soccer match between France and Denmark at the Stade de France in Saint Denis near Paris, France, Friday, June 3, 2022. 
(AP Photo)

DOHA, Qatar

WHErE here to sleep? It’s among the 
biggest questions facing fans traveling 
to tiny Qatar for the World Cup amid a 
feverish rush for rooms in Doha. some 
will sleep on cruise ships. others will 
camp in the desert. others will fly in 
from Dubai and elsewhere.

But in the run-up to the world’s 
biggest sporting event in the world’s 
smallest host country, the struggle for 
housing is hardly limited to tourists. 
Qatar’s real estate frenzy has sent rents 
skyrocketing and priced long-term resi-
dents out of their own homes, leaving 
many in the lurch.

“Landlords are taking full advantage 
of the situation and there’s nothing in 
place to support the people who al-
ready live here,” said Mariam, a 30-year-
old British resident whose landlord 
refused to renew her annual contract 
in september, then quadrupled her 
monthly rent — from 5,000 Qatari riyals 
(some $1,370) to 20,000 riyals ($5,490). 
Unable to afford the increase, she had 
no choice but to move out and is now 
staying at a friend’s place. “It’s really 
demoralizing,” she said, giving only her 
first name for fear of reprisals, like oth-
er renters interviewed in the autocratic 
nation. others spoke on the condition 
of anonymity for the same reason. 

residents in the country, where 
expats outnumber locals nine to one, 
say the surging demand and shortage 
of rooms ahead of the World Cup has 
empowered landlords to raise rents by 
over 40% in many cases on short no-
tice, forcing tenants to pack up and face 
an uncertain future.

the Qatari government acknowl-
edged the “increased demand for 
accommodation” and encouraged 
tenants who believe they have been 
wronged to file a complaint with the 
government’s rental disputes commit-
tee.

some 1.2 million fans are expected to 
descend next month on the Gulf Arab 

Qatar’s residents squeezed as World Cup rental demand soars 
crashing at a friend’s place, worried sick 
about his future.

other renters renewing their leases 
reported signs appearing on their 
apartments marking the buildings as 
“chosen by the government to host the 
2022 World Cup guests and events.”

the notice, seen by the Ap, orders 
tenants to vacate so the building can be 
handed over for maintenance ahead of 
the tournament.

Local organizers have signed a deal 
with French hospitality company Ac-
cor to set aside some 45,000 rooms for 
fans. omar al-Jaber, the executive direc-
tor of housing at Qatar’s supreme Com-
mittee of Delivery and Legacy, said the 
government played no role in contract 
terminations affecting long-term ten-
ants. “to be honest with you, we are not 
controlling what happens in the mar-
ket,” he told the Ap.

A 48-year-old French pilates instruc-
tor said that when she signed her lease 
a year ago, her landlord promised he 
wouldn’t kick her out during the World 
Cup. 

Yet just days before her lease renew-
al, she got a devastating message: Her 
landlord couldn’t rent her the place 
for “personal reasons.” the next day, 
her friend saw her room advertised on 
Airbnb for nearly $600 more a month 
than she had paid.   AP

GENEVA

UKrAINE’s top soccer club on Monday urged FIFA to remove Iran 
from the World Cup because of the country’s alleged military support 
to the russian invasion.

shakhtar Donetsk chief executive sergei palkin accused Iran of “di-
rect participation in terrorist attacks on Ukrainians,” suggesting his own 
country’s team should play in Qatar instead as a replacement.

“this will be a fair decision that should draw the attention of the whole 
world to a regime that kills its best people and helps kill Ukrainians,” 
palkin said in a statement one day before his team plays at Celtic in the 
Champions League.

the White House said thursday that the U.s. has evidence that Iranian 
troops are “directly engaged on the ground” in Crimea supporting rus-
sian drone attacks on Ukraine’s infrastructure and civilian population. 
And the head of Ukraine’s intelligence service, Kyrylo Budanov, said in a 
published interview on Monday that russian forces had used about 330 
Iranian-built “shahed” drones as of saturday — and that more had been 
ordered.

russia and Iran have both denied that the drones used were Iranian-
built.

Iran plays in the second game of the World Cup, on Nov. 21 against 
England, and then faces Wales and the United states in Group B. Wales 
qualified by beating Ukraine in the playoffs in June in a game that was 
delayed from March by the war. 

FIFA did not immediately respond to a request for comment. However, 
if an Asian team was suspended there would be no precedent for FIFA to 
replace it with a European team at the World Cup.

soccer’s world body does not typically suspend member federations 
because of military decisions by a national government, though Yugosla-
via was barred from trying to qualify for the 1994 World Cup after United 
Nations sanctions were imposed during the war in the Balkans.

FIFA has suspended russian teams following its invasion of Ukraine, 
which barred russia from playing in the World Cup qualifying playoffs in 
March. FIFA cited risks to the security and integrity of its competitions, 
and russia’s scheduled opponent poland had refused to play that game.

FIFA is also resisting calls this month from Iranian fan groups to sus-
pend the national team during a national crackdown on street protests 
in support of women’s rights and because of a long-time policy stopping 
women from freely attending games in soccer and other sports.

FIFA normally only suspends national teams when the country’s gov-
ernment is judged to have interfered in the independent running of the 
national soccer federation.

Five Asian confederation teams advanced to the World Cup to join 
host Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates was the next best in qualifying. 
the UAE lost a regional playoff in June to Australia ahead of the intercon-
tinental playoffs.

       AP

Ukrainian club urges FIFA to 
remove Iran from World Cup

Iran plays in the second game of the World Cup, on Nov. 21 against 
England, and then faces Wales and the United States in Group B. 
Wales qualified by beating Ukraine in the playoffs in June in a game 
that was delayed from March by the war

sheikhdom, which has never before hosted an event on the scale of the World Cup. 
Local organizers have sought to dispel fears of an accommodation crisis, pointing 
out that Qatar has set aside 130,000 rooms, available through the official website. 
the rooms, which are in hotels, resorts, specially built housing and three cruise 
ships at the port, start at around $80, they say, although it’s not clear how many 
low-budget options there are.

A price ceiling applies to 80% of the rooms, the government said in a statement 
to the Associated press. It did not respond to questions about whether and how 
the cap has been implemented, and the ceiling — which is about $780 for a five-star 
resort room — can go higher, depending on the room’s amenities.

Many long-term occupants in hotels and apartments say they’re being driven out 
to make room for players, staffers and fans.

“You’re committed to either staying and paying the extra or leaving and not 
knowing whether you’re going to have anywhere to live,” said a British teacher 
whose landlord hiked his rent by 44%. the teacher sold all his furniture and is now 

FILE - A count down clock is displayed at the seafront in Doha, Qatar, Tuesday, 
March 29, 2022. Qatar’s residents squeezed as World Cup rental demand soars. 
(AP Photo)



By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE government says the finals of this year’s Miss 
and Mister Deaf World pageant to be hosted by 
Tanzania will help to promote the country’s tourist 
attractions.

Miss and Mister Deaf World pageant finals have 
been slated to take place in Dar es Salaam on Sat-
urday.

The pageant that will take place at Julius Nyerere 
International Convention Centre ( JNICC) Hall is the 
first to be held in Africa, with more than 16 coun-
tries from all continents of the world taking part in 
the finals. 

Emmanuel Ishengoma, Director of Arts Promo-
tion in the Ministry of Culture, Arts, and Sports said 
this is a great honour to the country.

“We are delighted to be the first African country 
to host the Miss and Mister Deaf World pageant, 
this will help to promote the country and its tourist 
attractions, it also shows that Tanzania is seriously 
incorporating inclusiveness in all disciplines,” he 
said.

Ishengoma said the country was awarded the 
right to host the world event after it successfully 
hosted the last year’s Africa Miss and Mister Deaf 
pageant.

“Last year we hosted the Miss and Mister Deaf 
Africa pageant, it was very successful as the govern-
ment supported it, this impressed the organizers of 
the Miss and Mister Deaf World and they agreed to 
give us this opportunity and, on top of that, Tanza-
nia houses the Africa headquarters of the Deaf Arts 
and Culture organization whose director is Habibu 
Mrope,” he said.

He issued the statement when some contestants 
for the pageant and their leaders visited some of 
Dar es Salaam’s tourist attractions. 

Mrope said the motto of the pageant is ‘empow-
ering today’s deaf women and men’, revealing they 
expect more countries to compete in the pageant 
and mentioned the countries whose participants 
have already arrived in the country as Australia, 
France, Germany, South Africa, Poland, Rwanda, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and Uganda. 

“We expect more than 16 countries to take part in 
the finals, the pageant will not only be about beauty 
but also involve other aspects, we expect all coun-
tries to be in the country before Saturday, the day of 
the finals,” he said.

Miss and Mister Deaf World is an international 
beauty pageant that crowns young female deaf 
‘Miss Deaf World’ while young male deaf emerges 
‘Mister Deaf World’ and is a platform for contes-
tants to demonstrate not only their unique talents, 
intellect, and beauty but also their overall personal 
humanitarian goals.

The winners become the ambassadors of the 
deaf community and voices of male and female 
deaf persons around the world. 

Winners will revolutionize the working world as 
deaf career women and men, to speak out against 
stereotypes that no deaf persons should tolerate 
as well as help illustrate the inner beauty of deaf 
women and men. 

The winners will also visit places to speak about a 
variety of topics to promote education and aware-
ness of the deaf community’s rights.

France looks to Mbappé and 
Benzema to win a 3rd World Cup

Yanga in pursuit of 2022/23 NBC 
Premier League top position  

All set for Miss and Mister 
Deaf World pageant

Athletes set 
for Zanzibar 
Blue Economy 
Athletics Club 
Championship  

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THIS season’s NBC Premier 
League defending champion 
Young Africans SC will have the 
chance to go to the top of the ta-
ble when the outfit hosts fourth-
placed KMC FC  at Benjamin Mka-
pa Stadium in Dar es Salaam in the 
evening, kick-off at 1900.

Young Africans SC, alias Yanga, 
claimed the squad’s second draw 
of the season when it held Simba 
SC to a 1-1 draw in the city on Sun-
day– with a first-half stoppage time 
goal from Stephane Aziz Ki cancel-
ling Simba SC’s Augustine Okrah 
opener.

The result left Yanga on level 
points with leaders Simba SC and 
in a position where a victory will 
push the former into pole posi-
tion.

Yanga’s players warm up a few minutes before confronting Simba SC in a 2022/23 NBC Premier League match which took place at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam last Sunday and ended in a 1-1 draw. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

06:00 Supa Breakfast
10:00 MAMAMIA
12:00 Kipenga Xtra
13:00 Planet Bongo
16:00 EA Drive 
20:00 Kipenga 
21:00 The Cruise

88.1FM
DAR ES SALAAM

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

This year’s Zanzibar Blue Economy Athletics Club Championship’s Organizing Committee Chairman 
Abdallah Idrissa Majura (L) hands over some equipment for the race to Zanzibar Amateur Athletics 
Association (ZAAA) vice-chairman Makame Mshimba Mbarouk at Amaan Stadium in the Isles yester-
day. The championship is expected to take place at the venue from November 4-6 as the commemo-
ration of two years of Zanzibar President Hussein Ali Mwinyi’s leadership. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
ZANZIBAR LEO NEWSPAPER
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The home team’s dangermen are striker 
Fiston Mayele, who has scored three times 
this season and will be looking to catch up 
with leading goal scorer Reliants Lusajo of 
Namungo FC who is on five goals.

Midfielder Feisal Salum is another play-
er whom Yanga will be hoping to witness 
the footballer find form as he looked off 
the boil against Simba SC and Al Hilal SC.

KMC FC claimed a second straight vic-
tory with a 2-1 home win over Azam FC on 
Friday. 

Goals from George Makang’a and Ste-
ven Nzigamasabo saw KMC FC claim the 
victory and move to 13 points from eight 
matches.

In an interview ahead of the match, 
KMC FC media officer Christina Mwagala 
said: “ We have prepared well though we 
have had only one to do so. We played a 
tough game on Friday, we had a day off for 
recovery before returning to the training 
pitch to prepare for this game.”

The official pointed out: “We are up 
against Yanga, we understand they are the 
defending champions and have also not 
lost in the league this season, we respect 
them but we are ready to face them. All 
our players are fit and motivated for the 
match.”

The danger-man for KMC FC is forward 
Matheo Anthony who has so far scored 
four league goals, while new signings 
Nzigamasabo and George Makanga sit 
with two goals apiece.

In head-to-head stats, Yanga and KMC 
FC have met in eight league matches since 
the 2017/18 season.

Yanga has claimed five wins compared 
to one notched by KMC FC, while two 
games have ended in a draw. 

The Jangwani Street side has won two 
of their four home league matches in the 
rivalry, settling for two draws in the pro-
cess.

By Guardian Correspondent 

THE 2022 Zanzibar Blue Econo-
my Athletics Club Championship 
has been slated for November 4-6, 
with the Isles’ athletes lining up 
for the showdown battling it out 
in 20 games at Amaan Stadium in 
Unguja.

The showdown will be one of 
the celebrations for the second an-
niversary of Zanzibar’s President 
Hussein Ali Mwinyi’s term.

The showdown’s Organizing 
Committee Chairman Abdallah 
Idrissa Majura disclosed yesterday 
this year’s event as well seeks to 
implement the Chama Cha Map-
induzi (CCM) manifesto targeting 
to promote the Blue Economy and 
sports in the Isles.

Majura pointed out the commit-
tee had planned to again organize a 
marathon this year, as was last year, 
but the committee failed to orga-
nize the race due to a lack of spon-
sors for meeting the event’s budget.

He said that the main reason that 
he thinks has contributed to the 
failure to get sponsors to complete 
the budget is due to many banks 
having their marathons.

He said that many of the banks 
that were asked to sponsor the 
Isles’ marathon replied that they 
have allotted the budgets to their 
respective races and noted that the 
institutions are moreover doing 
fundraising for the races.

“Until we decided to organize the 
2022 Zanzibar Blue Economy Club 
Championship, we had collected 
only 6, 600,000/- out of a budget 
amounting to 77,000,000/-, where-
by Tanzania Revenue Authority 
(TRA) had donated 5,000,000/-, 
Jitegemee Holdings Company Lim-
ited presented 1m/- while Workers 
Compensation Fund (WCF) gave us 
600, 000/-,” Majura said.

He said the amount equaled 8.57 
percent which is little compared 
to the time left before hosting the 
race.

Majura said after discussing with 
the Zanzibar Amateur Athletics As-
sociation (ZAAA), his committee 
decided to prepare a new budget 
totaling 38,000,000/- for organiz-
ing the showdown bringing togeth-
er clubs from Unguja and Pemba.

“In the second budget we 
have up to today collected only 
20,000,000/- equal to 52.632 per-
cent, so we are asking those who 
got our requests and have not re-
plied to use the remaining time to 
contribute so that we can host the 
championship with the efficiency 
we have determined,” he stressed.

He mentioned institutions which 
contributed as the Public Service 
Social Security Fund which con-
tributed 5,000,000/-, Bimaco in-
surance company which donated 
3,000,000/-, Higher Education 
Credit Board which contributed 
2,500,000/-, National Social Securi-
ty Fund which donated 2,000,000/-
, Zanzibar Electricity Corporation 
(ZECO) that donated 1,000,000/- 
and Ballack Safari Company that 
donated 400,000/-.

Majura pointed out he was dis-
appointed with the failure of some 
institutions in Zanzibar to contrib-
ute because only ZECO contributed 
out of the six that got requests.

The official noted: “Last year we 
only sent applications to People’s 
Bank of Zanzibar and the institu-
tion donated 10, 000,000/-, this 
year we have increased the scope 
of applications, yet in many places, 
we have not got contributions.”

He moreover expressed regard 
to media outlets, namely Zanzibar 
Broadcasting Corporation, Chanel 
Ten, Azam Media, and AM24 FM 
98.5 Zanzibar that will broadcast 
the showdown to bring about en-
thusiasm for the showdown and 
attract people to come out in large 
numbers to Amaan Stadium to 
watch the event.

He called on government insti-
tutions and private companies in 
Zanzibar to allocate a budget for 
sports because they are one of the 
ways for raising the standards of 
players in the Isles.

“I ask private institutions and 
companies not to ignore sports be-
cause it is impossible for all people 
to love football,” he said.
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