
By Guardian Correspondent, Sengerema

IT IS now official: the govern-
ment will no longer award tenders 
to contractors who delayed wa-
ter projects or delivered shoddy 
works.

This follows a series of reports of 
works performed below standard 
and others undertaken for longer 
than agreed in the contracts.  Most 
if not all of the culprits are indig-
enous firms.

Speaking after an inspection tour 
on implementation of water pro-
jects here yesterday,  Deputy Wa-
ter Minister Maryprisca Mahundi  
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By Guardian Correspondent, Bagamoyo

 A COURT here has sentenced two 
Tanzanians to 23 years in prison af-
ter finding them guilty of hosting 
and facilitating movement of 83 un-
documented foreigners.

Reading the sentence here yes-
terday, Resident Magistrate Mwana-
kombo Mmanya sent Julius Shija, a 
resident of Bagamoyo to 20 years in 
prison after the prosecution proved 
that he was found hosting 16 of the 
migrants at his house last month.

His alleged accomplice, Eliah Le-
kule, a resident of Arusha, was sen-

tenced to three years in jail after he 
was found guilty of facilitating the 
movement of some migrants at Baga-
moyo.

The court heard that Lekule was 
arrested while assisting two of the 
foreigners to move from Bagamoyo 
bust stand towards the city of Dar es 
Salaam.

But Shija can regain his freedom 
by paying 20m/- in fines, the court 
ruled.

The magistrate also handed each 
of the 83 foreigners to spend two 
years in jail or pay 500,000/- in 
fines. The convicted foreigners are 

from Ethiopia (81), Somalia (1) and 
Malawi (1).

Earlier, a prosecutor form the Im-
migration Department in Coast re-
gion told the court that the undocu-
mented foreigners were arrested on 
diverse dates in the past two months 
in Bagamoyo district with the two 
hosts in their company.

The Regional Immigration Of-
ficer, Paul Eranga warned 

bus owners facilitating 
the movement of for-
eigners without tipping 

off authorities, after the sentences 

Court jails hosts to 83 illegal migrants 
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NAIROBI
PARLIAMENT will enlarge the debt ceiling currently set at Sh9 trillion to accommodate Treasury’s borrowing for development spending, Majority Leader Amos Kimunya has said.Mr Kimunya said the National As-sembly will look at the reasons be-hind the Treasury’s proposal to in-crease the statutory debt ceiling and act accordingly once the request is tabled in the House.

“We don’t want debt to rise but Kenyans want development. We will look at the Treasury proposals and 

if it is for raising money for develop-ment, we have no problem even if they want the ceiling set at Sh20 tril-lion,” Mr Kimunya said.
“We will look at the merit and de-merits on what the budget needs to adhere and not the limit or ceiling. I have been there (Treasury) and I know,” Mr Kimunya said.

The Treasury is seeking Parlia-ment’s nod to raise the debt ceiling to accommodate gaps in its expendi-ture needs amid underperforming tax collections.
The Treasury disclosed in the 

MPs to raise 
Sh9trn debt 
cap for extra 
borrowing

Medium Term Debt Management Strategy 2021 that it will be tabling changes to the Public Finance Man-agement law for approval by legisla-tors in the near future to raise the cap on debt, without disclosing the fresh limit it is looking at.
The ceiling was last raised from Sh6 trillion in 2019, reflecting grow-ing borrowing due to gaping budget deficits and investments in infra-structure projects like roads.

“The formulation of this strategy 

has been on a background of public debt stock fast approaching the stat-utory ceiling of Sh9 trillion set out in the Public Finance Management Act, 2012,” Treasury officials wrote in the debt strategy paper for the next three years.
“As a result, the implementation of this strategy may require the revi-sion of the debt ceiling through the amendment of the PFM Act based on future borrowing requirements.”Public debt crossed Sh7.28 billion 

last December, an equivalent of 65.6 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), from Sh6.01 trillion or 58.0 per cent of GDP a year earlier, Treas-ury data shows.
Treasury earlier projected total public debt will hit Sh7.66 trillion by end of the current financial year in June from Sh6.69 trillion a year earlier, but rise to Sh8.59 trillion in June 2022 and Sh9.37 trillion by mid 2023. Addressing a news con-ference at his Parliament office 

over the next phase of the Building Bridges Initiative’s (BBI) Constitu-tion (Amendment) Bill, 2020, Mr Ki-munya said Kenya will have to rely on borrowing since domestic taxes are not enough to implement devel-opment projects.
Japan has taken a huge debt to develop and so long as the loan is directed to development, there is nothing wrong to borrow up to 60 per cent of our GDP,” Mr Kimunya said.

NAIROBI

KENYA’s data centre market has a new suitor after Europe-based IXAfrica launched plans to build its ‘Africa Campus’ in Nairobi.
IXAfrica chairman Guy Will-ner said they had chosen Nai-robi as their regional expansion Launchpad targeting partner-ships with tech entrepreneurs that are helping to onboard local and regional firms into the pa-perless and automated regime.“We are launching a major in-ternet infrastructure project in Nairobi that will provide access to data centre and networks providing on-campus offices and facilities thereby enabling new tech businesses to thrive.”Without disclosing the cost of the investment, Mr Willner who earlier co-owned IXEurope that was later sold off for Sh60.8 billion(555 million USD) after which he resolved to concen-trate on launching datacenters in emerging markets, especially Africa.

IXAfrica data centres, he said, which are designed to accom-modate modern high-load serv-

ers and infrastructure for ultra-dense computing will ride on the most energy-efficient and engineering solutions largely based on green technology ini-tiatives.
“Alongside sustainability, data sovereignty is also a major issue across the planet and IXAfrica’s new hyperscale-ready campus will allow companies to fully comply with privacy and locali-sation laws while providing the fastest, lowest latency access possible to the region’s over 300 million population,” he said.

IXAfrica is to be located with-in Nairobi’s central business dis-trict 1.2km from Kenya’s main telecoms access node.
“We believe our ambitious pro-ject will allow both enterprises and government to further har-ness technology to help create a greener future. Our team mem-bers each have twenty years of experience in the data centre in-dustry and this, combined with strong investor support of our many international clients and partners give us grounds to be confident,” he said.

Data centre business contin-ues to gain coinage across Kenya 

with banks, telcos, learning insti-tutions as well as governments signing business partnerships to entrench use of cloud services 

for their business processes.
This allows firms to concen-trate on their core business while allowing data centre oper-

ators to man their servers onsite or remotely while ensuring their platforms are not only available round the clock but also secure.

Tech firm to set up regional data hub in Nairobi

Kenya’s Parliament buildings in Nairobi. File Photo.

JOHANESBURG
THE World Bank’s  International  Finance C or-porat ion ( IFC )  has  snapped up 16 percent  of  the US$620 -mil l ion bond i ssu ance by Liquid Tele -com,  which according to  rat ings  agenc y,  Fi tch,  i s fac ing r i sks  emanating from re gional  uncer t ain-t ies  -  but  i s  on course for  steady revenue perfor-mance.

The 16  percent  represents  about  US$100 -mil l ion of  the bond i ssue by Liquid –  which has broadband and f ibre net works in  about  13  Afr i -c an countr ies ,  with operat ions in  Kenya,  South Afr ic a ,  Z ambia and Zimbabwe,  among others .The Liquid Telecom long-term paper was l i sted on Ireland’s  main exchange,  Euronext  Dublin on Thursday.
Liquid wil l  use funds from the bond i ssue to  re -f inance exi st ing debt  instruments  and to  unlock more funds to  expand i ts  broadband internet , digi t al  and cloud ser vices  ac ross  Afr ic aLiquid Telecom Group CEO Nick Rudnick em-phasi sed that  there are “great  oppor tunit ies” for  the company “to  address  under developed telecommunic at ions and internet  access”  ac ross many par ts  of  Afr ic a  that  are  lag ging behind.“Our ref inance enables  us  to  continue to  invest in  the Afr ic an digit al  eco - system including dr iv-ing penetrat ion of  digi t al  and Cloud-based ser-vices  to  businesses  who may not  previously  have had the resources  to  benefi t  from them,”  he said.Much has  been said about  the upside potential to  boost  internet  access  in  Afr ic a ,  with the cost of  gadgets  and infrastruc ture deployment c i ted as  the main chal lenges,  espec ial ly  in  rural  areas . The IFC i s  looking to  br idge these hindrances through invest ing in  pr ivate  sec tor  led init iat ives to  boost  internet  connec tivi t y. The corporat ion’s  COO Stephanie von Fr iede -burg said the best  approach to  ensuring much-needed internet  access  for  ever yone in  Afr ic a  “ i s to  invest  in  digi t al  infrastruc ture”  development .“Our investment  in  the Liquid Telecom bond wil l  help the company free up c apit al  to  fur ther expand broadband access  ac ross  Afr ic a ,”  she said.

However,  weak operat ing and volat i le  re gulato -r y  environments  in  key Afr ic an markets  such as South Afr ic a  and Zimbabwe presents  uncer t aint y for  Liquid Telecom, said Fitch rat ings  agenc y ear-l ier  thi s  week .
I t  c i ted currenc y volat i l i t y  in  South Afr ic a , the holding up of  about  US$30 -mil l ion in  c ash in  Zimbabwe,  a  countr y fac ing foreign currenc y chal lenges  and a  “mi smatch bet ween c ash f low and debt  ( that)  could lead to  some volat i l i t y ”  as the major  r i sk  fac tors  for  the company.Fitch Ratings  agenc y nonetheless  puts  Liquid in  posit ion for  healthy recover y of  revenue as Afr ic an markets  lean on dat a  adoption and en-hancement as  a  way of  adapting to  the post - COV-ID -19 pandemic.

“South Afr ic a  remains a  key contr ibutor  to the group’s  revenue while  the rest  i s  generated in  countr ies  such as  Kenya,  Z ambia and Zimba-bwe,  which have weak operat ing environments . Re gulator y uncer t aint y  in  these jur i sdic t ions c an have a  ne gative impac t  on Liquid Telecom,”  said Fitch in  a  22 Febru ar y rat ings  write -up on the company.

IFC subscribes 
to 16pc of Liquid 
Telecom’s US$620 
million bond issue

Nairobi City skyline. File Photo.

ADDIS ABABA

EAST Africa is the global leader in mobile money services, ac-cording to a new report released by the African Union Commission (AUC) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and De-velopment (OECD).
According to the report, Af-rica’s Development Dynamics 2021 the region has the highest mobile money penetration rate in the world currently standing at 1, 106 registered mobile money accounts for every 1, 000 adults. This is compared to 600 for the whole of Africa, 533 for Asia and 245 for Latin America and Carib-bean. Additionally, in East Africa most adult subscribers own more than one mobile account.

Research shows that in 2018, Africa had over 300 million mo-bile money accounts - more than any other continent - and that today there are more than 500 companies providing technology-enabled innovations in financial services in the region.
The report lists several East Africa member states, including Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya and Tan-zania, that it says lead globally in mobile money transactions main-

ly because policymakers and reg-ulators took on the risk to invest early in innovation and this has made the financial sector more inclusive.
Mobile money innovation is identified as a key enabler and driver of digital innovation and adoption, leading to increased productivity and job creation in key sectors such as healthcare, education and agriculture. It ref-erences the rise of start-up com-panies and their impact on these sectors. An excerpt from the report reads: “They are turning digital technologies and Africa’s specific needs to their advantage to deploy fast-growing business models. For example, Kobo360, a Nigerian startup founded in 2017, is looking to revolutionise the country’s domestic transport and logistics sector as well as to link Nigerian farmers with buyers all over the world.”

AUC chairperson Moussa Faki Mahamat said: “The AUC and OECD are committed to support-ing their members’ to make the digital transformation a vector of sustainable human, economic and social progress on the conti-nent.”

AU: East Africa leads globally in mobile money services

turn to PAGE 2

By Henry Mwangonde

P
RESIDENT John Magufuli yes-
terday took a swipe at Ministry 
of Home Affairs official for fail-
ure to process payments of pen-

sion to retired police officers.
Presiding over the launch of classrooms 

at the Police Training Academy on his fi-
nal day of a two-day tour of Dar es Salaam 
region, the president said it was sad to 
note that a simple matter of administra-
tion like that was being sung every day 
with officials at the ministry idling in their 
offices.

The matter emerged when Inspector 
General of Police Simon Sirro requested 
the president to intervene and fast-track 
payments to retired police officers who 
have not been paid for a long time.

“There is no way a simple matter like 
this one is being talked about all the time. 

President John Magufuli inspects newly built classrooms at the Police Academy at Kurasini in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after gracing the ceremony at which he declared them officially ready for use. Photo: State House
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The problem with my ministers is 
that they do not communicate; these 
people have served the police pro-
fessionally and they deserve to paid 
without so much trouble,” he said.

President Magufuli gave a one week 
ultimatum tol Home Affairs minister, 
George Simbachawene and the per-
manent secretary to consult counter-

parts at the Treasury on the matter.
IGP Sirro said earlier that a num-

ber of police officers have not been 
paid their pensions and requested 
the president’s intervention but in 
his response, Dr Magufuli blamed the 
delays on negligence by the ministry.

The hostels were built via 700m/- in 
support offered by the president last 

year when he commissioned officers, 
with the police chief giving a summa-
ry of the state of security in the coun-
try, underlining that there was a 13.5 
decrease in crime from 2019.

The IGP said armed robbery had 
declined but the main challenge re-
maining was behavior change so that 

There is no way a simple 
matter like this one is 
being talked about all the 
time. The problem with 
my ministers is that they 
do not communicate....

INVESTMENT AGRICULTURE INVANSION

Mines and Minerals Act 2017 PG3 CALL FOR POTENTIAL CASSAVA PRODUCTION PG4 WETLANDS IN KASULU DISTRICT, KIGOMA 
REGION   UNDER THREAT PG 5

  

 

By Guardian Reporter

President John Magufuli yes-
terday appointed CCM Secretary 
General Dr Bashiru Ally Kakurwa 
(49) Chief Secretary.

The position was formerly held 
by Ambassador John Kijazi, who 
died in a Dodoma hospital mid-
last week and was buried at his 
Korogwe home village in Tanga 
Region.

A State House press statement is-
sued yesterday said the president 
also conferred upon the incoming 
Chief Secretary the rank of Ambas-
sador, in like manner as most of 
those who came before him.

Dr Kakurwa, whose appoint-
ment took effect yesterday, is ex-
pected to be sworn in tomorrow at 
the State House in Dar es Salaam 
today.
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has a word with his fellow Muslims shortly after Friday prayers at Raudha Mosque in the Daraja Bovu section of Zanzibar’s West ‘A’ Unguja District yesterday. Photo: Zanzibar State House

Government Chief Medical Officer Prof Abel Makubi holds a giant pouched rat named Justine that spent five minutes identifying six samples of TB bacteria from the sputum of 
60 patients yesterday. He was on a tour of the world-acclaimed APOPO TB-detection research project at Sokoine University of Agriculture in Morogoro Region yesterday. For 
over 20 years APOPO’s scent detection animals have been detecting landmines and the debilitating disease. Photo: Correspondent Yasmine Protace

Opposition scraps controversial
rally after PM Roble intervenes
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were handed out.
 Facilitating movement of illegal migrants is not 

only aiding but abating crime which by itself is a 
criminal offence, he declared.

Recent statistics show that the Horn of Africa na-
tion of Ethiopia leads the pack with its residents 
caught regularly in Tanzania while trying to cross to 
southern African countries. Many of them have used 
the route to reach South Africa despite the consider-
able likelihood of being arrested and face years in 
jail.

Las month, President John Magufuli pardoned 
and ordered the release of 1,789 Ethiopian illegal mi-
grants who are in Tanzanian jails.

Their release was prompted by discussions and ac-
cord between the president and his visitor, Ethiopi-
an President Sahle-Work Zewde who was on a short 
visit at the president’s Chato residence.

said ‘enough is enough’ with firms that impair the 
government’s efforts to relieve Tanzanians, mainly 
women and children, the burden of having to carry 
buckets of water for long distances on a daily basis.

She had inspected a water project for Buyagu, 
Kalangalala, Bitoto, Mwalinga, Nyamagana, Magu-
lukende, Bukokwana and Nyampande villages in 
Serengerema district, Mwanza region and was par-
ticularly angered by the state of works at the Buy-
agu-Kangalala-Bitoto water project conducted by 
D4N Construction Ltd.

The contractor was paid 1.7bn/- and according 
to the contract, the work commenced in Decem-
ber 2013 and would be completed in June 2014, she 
stated.

“The contractor has stayed with the work for sev-
en years and if you look at what has been done, it’s a 
disappointment. This company is one of those that 
should forget about ever winning a government 
contract again,” she stated.

After being paid the money to kick off the pro-
ject, company officials used the funds for person-
al matters at the expense of villagers, the deputy 
minister asserted. The government’s intention to 
blacklist firms delaying water projects was earlier 
announced by President John Magufuli last month 
following delays in several projects whose funds 
had been released years back.

Launching a water project for Kagongwa-Isaka 
in Kahama municipality in Shinyanga Region, Dr 
Magufuli directed the Water ministry to be careful 
in selecting tender bid winners in water projects.

“This is taxpayers’ money. There is no way the 
government should be spending a lot of money to 
finance these projects and yet someone tries to 
interfere with them. We will take serious actions 
against anyone who will be found doing this,” he 
said. He cited an example of a contractor for the 
Nyumba ya Mungu Dam water delivery project from 
Mwanga to Himo in Kilimanjaro Region which was 
suspended for failure to complete the project since 
2017.

Last October, the president warned the contrac-
tor to watch his steps or face the law, issuing a 30 
days ultimatum for the contractor to speed up the 
project, and directing the minister to follow up on 
the matter.

ex-inmates do not return to 
crime after being released 
upon finishing jail terms or 
on parole.

“With the fifth phase gov-
ernment, business people 

have forgotten about guns 
and banks being robbed. Now 
the main problem is rape and 

child abuse which is more of 
a societal problem,” he as-
serted. On traffic offences, 
Sirro said the traffic police 
had collected 50bn/- last year 

and 2bn/- in the beginning of 
this year.

On reducing custodial con-
gestion, he said police has de-
cided to put aside civil cases 

and land conflicts as they are 
supposed to be handled by 
courts directly, noting also 
that last year up to 780 police 
officers were fired for various 

offences to restore discipline.
Earlier, the president 

launched a police uniforms 
factory, built at a cost of 
680m/-.

MOGADISHU

 Somalia’s opposition politi-
cians on Thursday night can-
celled a planned rally in Mog-
adishu after Prime Minister 
Mohamed Hussein Roble con-
ceded some of their demands.

The rally, which had been 
planned despite a ban on pub-
lic gatherings to control cases 
of COVID-19, was instead post-
poned after   Roble formally 
expressed “regret” following 
violence that followed a similar 
march last week on Friday.

The leaders, under the cau-
cus of the council of presiden-
tial candidates, agreed to hold 
their march in 10 days, after 
the Federal Government said it 
will investigate the incident in 

which a hotel the leaders were 
lodging in was attacked on the 
eve of their march last week.

The deal arose from an emer-
gency meeting at Mogadishu’s 
Decale Airport Hotel, a facil-
ity inside the Aden Abdulle In-
ternational Airport, as part of 
Premier Roble’s efforts to cool 
down the tempers that have 
flared over delayed elections in 
the country.

Ahead of the meeting, the 
council had warned it would 
proceed with the peaceful 
march to express disapproval 
of President Mohamed Farmaa-
jo’s government, his alleged 
overstay in power, and delaying 
elections for both the legisla-
ture and the presidency.

Roble, a former technocrat 

at the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation and who was ap-
pointed in September, declined 
to have senior security chiefs 
fired for the violence; but did 
offer an official government re-
gret for it. He also said the mat-
ter would be investigated and 
culprits punished through an 
independent team. In addition, 
the Federal Government guar-
anteed that citizens’ rights will 
be protected including the right 
to assemble and protest.

“I am pleased to address today 
the issues on February 19 inci-
dents, security and elections. 
Thanks to the Union of Candi-
dates for their flexibility and to 
President Mohamed Farmaajo, 
the Presidents of Galmudug, 
Hirshabelle and Benadir Gov-

ernor for their contribution to 
the solution,” Roble tweeted on 
Thursday night, referring to the 
leaders of the two federal states 
who helped broker a meeting.

“I call upon all to support it.”
The deal averted a potential 

clash between security forces 
and the opposition groups, in a 
week that had seen government 
officials accuse the council of 
“insurrection.” Appearing be-
fore the UN Security Council for 
a virtual meeting on Monday, 
Somalia’s Foreign Minister Mo-
hamed Abdirazak said his gov-
ernment would allow protests, 
but there had been no guaran-
tee they would be peaceful.

“Rest assured, the prospec-
tive presidential candidates 
have and will continue to be 

provided the freedom and po-
litical space to express their 
views and government bodies, 
as well as security forces, will 
fulfil their statutory duty to 
protect the public against the 
dark forces of extremism and 
the silent enemy of the pan-
demic while they express their 
views openly,” he said during a 
session of the UNSC on Monday 
night.

“However, the security and 
wellbeing of the Somali people 
will remain paramount and no 
armed insurrection under the 
guise of a political demonstra-
tion will be accepted.”

His colleagues in the Ministry 
of Security later banned pub-
lic gatherings and warned they 
would arrest participants at the 

rally.
The resolution on Thursday 

was welcomed by the UN as 
a “positive step” but Somalia 
must still reach an agreement 
on the election.

The leaders have bickered on 
the composition of electoral 
management teams as well as 
venues especially in Jubba-
land’s Gedo region. Although 
a technical committee com-
posed of Federal Government 
and federal states had worked 
on a proposal, Jubbaland and 
Puntland refused to attend the 
endorsement meeting, accusing 
Farmaajo of dictatorship.

The Council of Presidential 
Candidates has been demand-
ing to be enjoined in the meet-
ings.

 NAIROBI

Members of Parliament have refused 
to ratify Kenya’s trade pact with the UK, 
accusing unknown officials of sneaking 
in documents that had not been tabled 
in Parliament.

The lawmakers said until they are ful-
ly aware of the details of the Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA) between 
the two countries, they will not ratify 
the agreement.

The lawmakers yesterday deferred de-
bate on the report of the Trade, Industry 
and Cooperatives Committee after some 
sections containing details of the pact 
were sneaked in without the authorisa-
tion of the Speaker.

The earlier report tabled before the 
House last week did not have annex-
ures containing the details of the type 
of goods that the UK will ship into the 
country duty free for 25 years.

Some of the annexures missing from 
the report include custom details of 
the goods coming from the UK, a joint 
statement of the parties that signed the 
agreement and the concept definition of 
terms of the products originating from 
the UK.

 Last week on Thursday, the commit-
tee tabled its report on its consideration 
of the EPA, setting the stage for debate 
by the House, which was scheduled for 
yesterday.

The committee’s chairman, Mr Aden 
Haji, yesterday came up with annexures 
that were not contained in the earlier 
report, raising concerns among the law-
makers that something is not adding up.

National Assembly Speaker Justin 
Muturi said it is a serious offence and 
against the Standing Orders for addi-
tional documents to be introduced in 
the floor of the House without his rati-
fication.

“If the documents as confirmed by the 
deputy clerk were not received by this 
House, then it is a serious issue. Do not 
sneak in documents over lunch hour 
because that is not how business is con-
ducted here,” Mr Muturi said

“This is Parliament of the Republic of 
Kenya and must have a say on the rati-
fication of the agreement. Those telling 
us they are in a hurry should have start-
ed yesterday,” Mr Muturi added.

Luanda MP Chris Omulele said with-
out the details of the goods to be shipped 
into the country, then Parliament can-
not ratify the agreement.

   AGENCIES

MPs refuse to 
ratify trade 
pact between 
Kenya and UK
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LAGOS

HUnDReDs of school girls were yes-
terday morning kidnapped in the north-
western state of Zamfara.

A teacher told the media that at least 
300 students were unaccounted for af-
ter the attack by gunmen.

A spokesman for the state’s governor 
confirmed the attack but did not give 
details.

This is the latest mass abduction tar-
geting schools in recent weeks. Armed 
gangs often seize schoolchildren for 
ransom. At least 42 people, including 
27 students, who were kidnapped last 
week in Kagara, in the neighbouring ni-
ger state, are yet to be released.

In December, more than 300 boys 
were kidnapped by gunmen in Kankara 
in Katsina state and later released after 
negotiations.

But the 2014 kidnap of 276 schoolgirls 
in the north-eastern town of Chibok by 
Islamist militants Boko Haram brought 
global attention to the mounting secu-
rity challenges nigeria was facing.

Yesterday’s attack happened at 01:00 
local time (midnight GMT) when a 
group of gunmen arrived at the Govern-
ment Girls secondary school in Jangebe 

town with pick-up vehicles and motor-
cycles, a teacher told news site Punch.

some of the gunmen were dressed as 
government security forces, the report 
said, adding that they forced the school-
girls in the vehicles.

But other witnesses have told the BBC 
that the armed men arrived on foot at 
the school.

worried parents gathered outside 
the school and some have gone out into 
the bush to look for their daughters, 
witnesses say. A teacher told the BBC 
that of 421 students in the school at the 
time, only 55 had been unaccounted for, 
meaning more than 300 were believed 
to have been kidnapped.

every time children are taken from 
their schools by armed gunmen in 
northern nigeria, the kidnapping of the 
Chibok girls is mentioned.

similar raids took place before that 
well-publicised abduction but they re-
ceived little publicity and they never 
involved girls.

But the publicity that incident gen-
erated showed armed groups that the 
mass abduction of children was a sure 
way of applying pressure on authorities, 
including asking for ransom, although 
the authorities always deny paying.

‘Hundreds of school children
 abducted in nigeria  again’

East African private sector calls  for fast-tracking of DRC admission
By Guardian Reporter

THe east African private sec-
tor has urged the eAC heads of 
state  to   fast track the admis-
sion of Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) into the eAC bloc.

They also called for the 
heads of state to embrace a 
coordinated approach in re-
sponding to COVID-19, adopt 
the eAC open skies policy and 
come up with solutions to 
persistent non-Tariff Barriers 
(nTBs) in their upcoming 21st 
ordinary summit.

Finalisation of the compre-
hensive review of the eAC 
Common external Tariff (CeT), 

harmonisation of eAC domes-
tic taxes and tapping into the 
African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) are also some of 
the key issues the private sec-
tor is keen on.

Through the east Africa 
Business Council (eABC) the 
private sector has tabled the 
concerns to the eac council of 
ministers among the matrix of 
issues to be considered in the 
summit slated for today.

The actions are expected 
to improve business envi-
ronment in the region and 
rebound an economy em-
battled by the pandemic. A 
study conducted by eABC in 

collaboration with GIZ which 
looked at opportunities for 
trade in the DRC, the value of 
goods imported in the DRC 
in 2019, stood at UsD 6.6 bil-
lion.  However, eAC exports to 
the DRC in 2018, stood at UsD 
855.4 million, representing 11.5 
percent of total DRC imports 
while China dominated as the 
top exporter with a 31.2 per-
cent share. “DRC offers a large 
market for eAC sMes to tap 
into. DRC will in turn benefit 
from the larger eAC Common 
Market and Common external 
Tariff Framework,” said eABC 
CeO Dr. Peter Mutuku Mathuki.

Dr Mathuki added: “we 

urge the eAC Heads of state 
to direct relevant Government 
bodies to fast track bilateral 
and diplomatic engagements 
to solve these persistent trade 
disputes and nTBs and finalize 
the operationalization of the 
eAC Trade Remedies Commit-
tee. This will improve intra-
eAC trade and economic resil-
ience amid COVID-19.” 

Uncoordinated approach on 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought forth new trade bar-
riers leading to congestions at 
eAC border points, increased 
cargo transit time and esca-
lated the cost of doing busi-
ness. For instance, cargo transit 

time more than doubled in the 
northern corridor between 
January and september 2020.

Intra-eAC trade contracted 
due to COVID-19 and is exacer-
bated further by the persistent 
nTBs related to Rules of Origin 
and import bans that continue 
to deny market access of prod-
ucts made in east Africa.

Total eAC exports decreased 
by 4.7 percent to UsD 14.0 bil-
lion in 2018 from UsD 14.7 bil-
lion in 2017 of which, intra-eAC 
exports accounted for 22.4 per-
cent.   The trade deficit for the 
eAC region increased by 39.4 
percent to UsD 24.3 billion in 
2018 from UsD 17.4 billion reg-

istered in 2017, according to the 
eAC Trade  and Investment Re-
port, 2018. 

The reviewed eAC CeT is 
expected to encourage more 
value addition and protect pri-
ority value chain sectors in the 
region. strengthening of region-
al value chain is paramount as 
COVID-19 disrupted the global 
supply chains hence necessitat-
ed manufactures to rely more 
on the region to source raw ma-
terials and inputs.

Implementation of the open 
skies for cargo in the eAC will 
increase connectivity, improve 
consolidation and boost export 
of fresh products (horticulture 

& fish) to international markets 
amid the pandemic.  eABC is 
also calling for the implementa-
tion of the eAC Regulations on 
Liberalization of air transport 
services to reduce air ticket and 
freight costs. with the AfCFTA 
now in force, the private sector 
is calling for the finalization of 
eAC remaining tariff offers 
and ratification by all partner 
states to take advantage of 
the 1.3 billion people market.

eABC is also calling for the 
adoption of the One network 
Area (OnA) model by all eAC 
Partner states to reduce the 
high cost of telecommunica-
tions in the region.

Road Safety Ambassadors Tanzania CEO Augustus Fungo (L) pictured yesterday presenting a special T-shirt to Kilimanjaro Regional Police 
Commander Ronald Makona during a road safety awareness seminar for students from various schools in the region held in Moshi municipal-
ity, as Regional Traffic Officer Zauda Mohammed looks on. Photo: Correspondent James Lanka

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Mwanza

MIneRALs minister 
Doto Biteko has called 
upon investors in the  
sector to adhere to avail-
able regulations as well 
as the Mines and Miner-
als Act 2017.

He made the remarks 
on wednesday in Mwan-
za during a meeting with 
stakeholders in the min-
erals sector and the pres-
ident and CeO of Barrick 
Gold Corporation, Dr 
Mark Bristow. The meet-
ing was meant to discuss 
the investors’ strategic 
plan for the coming ten 
years.

Biteko said it was cru-
cial meeting and discuss-
ing various issues with 
the stakeholders includ-
ing Barrick Gold Corpo-
ration which operates 
the north Mara, Bulyan-
hulu and Buzwagi mines.

He assured investors 
that Tanzania is one of 
the best investment des-
tinations in the continent 
insisting the fifth phase 
government under Presi-
dent John Magufuli has 
created good investment 
and business environ-
ment to facilitate smooth 
operations.

“May I remind you to 
consider the “local con-
tent” element in your 
contracts; you must en-
sure that some of your 
commodities are pur-
chased locally,” he said.

Dr Mark Bristow com-
mended the govern-
ment’s efforts in de-
veloping the country’s 
minerals sector. He said 
in the coming ten years, 
the mining company will 
work in accordance with 

Minerals investors urged to abide  
by Mines and Minerals Act, 2017

the laws. He insisted that the company 
has always being working to improve its 
relationship with the government. 

“we promise to adhere to the coun-
try laws, pay relevant taxes on time and 
ensure transparency in our operations,” 
he said.  The mining sector has contin-
ued to grow whereas last year it grew 
by 17.7 percent while revenue collec-
tions increased to 528bn/- in 2019/2020 
compared to 270bn/- recorded in the 

2015/2016 financial year.
In her remarks at the opening of the 

international minerals and mining in-
vestment conference 2021 in Dar es 
salaam early this week, Vice President, 
samia suluhu Hassan said the amend-
ments of laws and endorsements of new 
regulations in the mining sector are not 
for scaring away investors, but to create 
a win-win situation between them and 
the government. 
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LILONGWE

PaRents and learners can now 
breathe a sigh of relief following 
the decision by teaches’ Union of 
Malawi (tUM) to call off the stay 
away pending resolutions of the 
discussions between the govern-
ment and the union.

tUM addressed journalists in 
lilongwe on thursday morning 
saying  that the suspension of 
the strike follows commitments 
President lazarus Chakwera dur-
ing the meeting he held with the 
leadership of the union at the Ka-
muzu Palace earlier in the week.

Haridi said Chakwera had made 
a number of commitments, in-
cluding his government’s com-
mitment to improving the living 
standards of the teachers in Ma-
lawi.

“the President assured us that 
he understands that the teach-
ing industry is one of the largest 
in the civil service; that as Presi-
dent of this country, he is com-
mitted to serving Malawians in 
everything and in response to the 

Covid-19 risk allowance, the Pres-
ident directed the Presidential 
taskforce on Covid-19 Response 
to deliberate and discuss the is-
sue,” she said.

the union’s first vice president 
Bresters nyirenda said tUM is 
committed to the promotion of 
quality education by ensuring 
child right to education and teach-
ers welfare as it is a catalyst and de-
velopmental partner in socio-eco-
nomic development of the nation.

nyirenda said it is in cognizance 
of the above that tUM has resolved 
to suspend the industrial action 
with immediate effect and that 
teachers should return to work 
while the union continues engag-
ing authorities at the Capital Hill 
on their request for Covid-19 risk 
allowance.

Meanwhile, tUM has also re-
quested President Chakwera to 
consider appointing a tUM repre-
sentative as an ex-official member 
of the Presidential taskforce on 
Covid-19 Response who should be 
a focal person between the teach-
ers and the taskforce.

teachers resolve to call off strike 
as negotiations for CoViD-19 risk 
allowances continue, govt reports

TMDA calls for utilisation of laboratory drug testing
By Correspondent Devota 
Mwachang’a

tanZania Medicine and 
Medical Devices authority 
(tMDa) has invited medical 
researchers, pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturers and deal-
ers from within and outside 
the country to utilise its lake 
zone state-of-the-art labora-
tory for testing drug impuri-
ties before supplying them 
to the markets.

Bugusu nyamweru, tM-
Da’s acting head of the  lab 
in lake zone said the lab has 
several modern equipment 
to support excellence drug 
testing and research activi-

ties.
according to him, the lab 

has a liquid Chromatog-
raphy Mass spectroscopy 
(lCMs) for analytical chem-
istry samples in medical re-
search whereby researchers 
can identify the shape of 
a chemical for medication 
purposes; the modern ma-
chine can identify the level 
of protein and remained 
chemical in human’s body.

He was addressing a group 
of journalists who visited 
the tMDa’s lake zone lab in 
Mwanza recently.

nyamweru said among 
the advantages of the lCMs 
machine is that when doing 

research, it is able to detect 
very small substances and 
amounts of chemicals in the 
human body.

He said through the lCMs 
machine, researchers will 
be able to identify the drug 
impurities and if the medi-
cine has active ingredients; 
but the machine is useful for 
testing the level of chemi-
cals in herbal medicines as 
well.

“it is better to do analysis 
for other chemicals which 
are given to animals as food 
substances, this will protect 
the health of eaters of ani-
mal products to find out if 
they have been contaminat-

ed,” nyamweru said.
Drug analyst from tM-

Da’s lake zone lab lameck 
Kapilya said: “the lab is 
equipped with an apparatus 
called ‘Dissolution tester 
Machine’ in which the drug 
is placed within the medium 
in the vessels and reach-
ing sufficient temperature, 
the dissolution apparatus is 
operated. Kapilya said the 
sample solutions collected 
from dissolution testing 
are commonly analyzed by 
High Performance liquid 
Chromatragraphy (HPlC) or 
Ultraviolet–visible spectros-
copy (Uv-Vis).

according to him, the ma-

chine works like the human 
stomach that can detect the 
presence of active pharma-
ceutical ingredients in drugs 
and the ability of medicine 
in curing the human body.

“if there is any other non-
living substance or organic 
substance that has been 
damaged in the human 
body or in medicine and in 
the case of research it can 
identify the chemical com-
position of the drug that 
needs to be processed for 
any treatment or activity,” 
he said.

Kapilya added: “we look at 
how the medicine works in 
the body after the medicine 

arrives and what the resi-
due appears to be and what 
chemical it is made of; also 
we want to know how much 
is the level of medicine en-
tered into tissues of the hu-
man body, saliva, urine and 
liver.”

waridi Msumari is a labo-
ratory analyst from tMDa’s 
lake zone lab details that 
there are steps that need to 
be taken to determine the 
ability of medicine to kill 
bacteria.

“we do a Microbiology test 
in medicine to identify the 
ability of the drug in killing 
targeted parasites and, for 
sterile products the sterility 

test and bacterial endotoxin 
tests are conducted to see if 
there is any contamination 
during their preparation,” 
he said.

Msumari said microbio-
logical tests are done to en-
sure that the community is 
safe by using quality, safety 
and products.

in a related move, assis-
tant technician from tMD’s 
lake Zone lab Godfrey Mar-
wa urged tanzanians and 
nearby countries to use the 
microbiology lab for sterili-
zation of hospital reagents, 
for the process of reducing 
microbial contamination to 
an acceptable “safe” level.

By Guardian Correspondent, Simiyu

 iKUnGUliPU village residents in itilima District, 
simiyu Region have all reasons to smile following   
construction of a dispensary in the area worth 110.5 
million/-.

the move, among others, will enable thousands of 
villagers who have been travelling 15-km seeking for 
health services, to start accessing them at the village 
and thus being sure of their health.

the dispensary has been constructed by world Vi-
sion tanzania through its luguru project. 

speaking during the event here, world Vision act-

ing zonal manager nzenga Balyagati said previously, 
villagers had to walk long distances to seek health se-
ries at luguru health centre which is located  15 kilom-
eters away.

Balyagati said that the project will increase the over-
all well-being of the residents by helping pregnant 
women to have safer births, providing preventative 
interventions and health education.

according to him, the dispensary is not only going 
to be helpful to them but also neighbouring villages in-
cluding Giriku. “Villagers contributed to the construc-
tion by bringing sand and stones as well as supporting 
constructors with various activities to enable its com-

pletion,” he said. He added: “we created a teamwork 
spirit, worked hard while engaging the local residents 
for positive results...we commenced the construction 
in 2015 and now the project is on has been completed, 
it has not been an easy job but we have achieved it.”

Balyagati said apart from the construction of the 
dispensary, the organization has also donated medical 
equipment worth 5.1m/- so as to support smooth pro-
vision of services to the community.

luguru ward councilor Robert Jongera said the dis-
pensary is an outcome of the world Vision and villag-
ers’ efforts who participated in clearing the land and 
collected stones for construction.

District Commissioner Bnson Kilangi commended 
world Vision for supporting the government’s efforts 
by constructing the dispensary which will benefit 
thousands of residents.

according to him, the government’s major aim is to 
improve the overall health in the district and all over 
the country thus reduce disease burden, eradicate ma-
ternal death and complications among others.

“inadequate health services are a major obstacle 
to socio-economic development and have a negative 
health impact in the population, so this project is go-
ing to boost social-economic activities,” he acknowl-
edged.

  ikungulipu villagers all smiles after construction of  110.5m/- dispensary    

By Guardian Correspondent, Lindi

FaRMeRs in the country have been urged to em-
bark on the production of  cassava commercially   in-
cluding using inputs and seeds proposed by experts 
so as to increase harvests and reap bigger  yields from 
the sector.

Mercy sila, secretary of the tanzania Cassava 
Producers and Processors association (taCa-
PPa) said commercial   cassava  cultivation can 
transform lives of farmers, if viable steps are 
taken.

speaking during the association’s meeting held 
here, sila said that cassava in tanzania is making 
a great leap economically but more measures are 
still needed.

“tanzanian farmers can leap big from cassava 
crop if they could decide to invest heavily in 
farming because it has wide market opportuni-
ties across the globe,” she said.

according to her, cassava is one of an essential 
crop but its potential is yet to be fully utilized, 
so deliberate measures are now needed to boost 
production of the crop.

“it is high time now researchers and experts in-
vest in producing quality seeds especially those 
that are resistant to drought and diseases. More 
education should also be given to farmers across 
the country,” she said.

sila said that, majority of farmers and tanzanians as 
whole are still considering cassava as a crop to fight 
hunger and not a commercial, a perception which 
should be eradicated.

Khadija Bakari, assistant regional administrative 
secretary –agriculture urged the meeting participants 
to go and educate other farmers to join the association 
so as to benefit from various things including training 
and markets.

Experts sensitise farmers on benefits 
of commercial production of cassava

Chamwino legislator Deogratius Ndejembi (R, foreground) has a first-hand account of progress on the construction of classrooms at Itiso Secondary 
School in Chamwino District on Thursday.   Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Dr Khalid Salum Mohamed, Minister of State in the Zanzibar Vice President’s Office, responds to questions in the Zanzibar House of Representatives yesterday. Photo: 
Rahma Suleiman
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By Prinesha Naidoo

soUtH africa’s national treas-
ury said it’s set aside sufficient 
funds to provide free corona-
virus vaccines to all those who 
need them, as the nation races to 
bring the pandemic under con-
trol.

an allocation of 10.3 billion 
rand ($708 million) has been 
made to buy and dispense the 
shots through March 2024, the 
treasury said wednesday in the 
2021 Budget Review. a further 9 
billion rand could be drawn from 
contingency reserves and emer-
gency allocations if needed as 
the final costs remain uncertain, 
it said.

“since the state is procuring 
vaccines on behalf of both the 
public and private sectors, some 
revenue will be returned to the 
fiscus when private providers 
buy vaccines from the state,” the 
treasury said.

the pandemic has ravaged af-
rica’s most-industrialized econ-
omy, with gross domestic prod-
uct expected to have contracted 
the most in almost nine decades 

last year as restrictions to limit 
the disease’s spread curbed out-
put. More than 1.5 million infec-
tions have been confirmed in 
the country so far, and almost 
50,000 of those diagnosed with 
the disease have died.

while the economy is fore-
cast to expand 3.3% this year, 
the combined effect of the deep 
shock caused by the virus and 
lingering structural constraints 
to growth mean real GDP won’t 
return to pre-pandemic levels 
until the end of 2023, the treas-
ury said. it warned that the 
growth rate could be as low as 
1.6% this year if the vaccine roll-
out doesn’t slow the pandemic’s 
spread and there are more waves 
of infections that necessitate 
stricter lockdown measures.

south africa started its inocu-
lation program on Feb. 17, with 
healthcare workers receiving 
the first single-shot doses devel-
oped by Johnson & Johnson. the 
government aims to inoculate 
two-thirds of the population by 
year-end and says it has secured 
sufficient vaccines to meet that 
goal.

s.africa budgeting to provide 
free vaccines for coronavirus

Establish tourists’ centres around Lake Victoria, Mwanza businesspersons told
By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, 
Mwanza

tHe deputy Minister for 
natural Resources and tour-
ism, Mary Masanja, has called 
upon business community in 
Mwanza city to take advan-
tage of the lake Victoria to es-
tablish tourists’ centres.

she said there are a number 
of tourism potentials around 
lake Victoria which have not 
been properly tapped. 

Masanja made the remarks 
here recently when briefing 
journalists on various initia-
tives the government is taking 
to improve the sector.

“with the centres, business 
persons can gain profit as well 
as create employment op-
portunities for the locals. we 
must use the available natural 
resources to fight poverty and 
contribute to the country’s 
economic growth,” said the 
deputy minister.

she noted that centres can 
help tourists visiting serengeti 
national Park to easily cross 
to Burigi-Chato national Park 
and Rubondo national Park 
via lake Victoria.

Masanja noted that most of 
the foreign tourists coming 
in the country would prefer 
to visit the serengeti national 
Park, but with tourists’ attrac-
tions in lake Victoria, they 
should also be visiting Mwan-
za.

she called upon tanzanians 
to promote the available tourist 
attractions for the government 
to achieve its targets of increas-
ing the number of foreign and 
local tourists visiting its nation-
al parks.

early this month when pre-
senting the national develop-
ment plan 2021/2022 and the 
third five-year development 
plan (2021/2022-2025/2026) 
in the national assembly, Con-
stitutional affairs, and Justice 

minister Mwigulu nchemba 
said revenues from the tourism 
sector have increased from $ 1.9 
billion equivalent to 4,436.7bn/- 
collected in 2015 to $ 2.6bn/- 
(6,071.3bn/-) in 2019.

However, the government 
spent 269.7bn/- within five 
years to improve and develop 
the tourism sector. the im-
provement included protec-
tion of natural resources.

He said following the im-
provements in the tourism sec-

tor, the average number of days 
spent by tourists staying in the 
country increased to 13 in 2019 
compared to 10 days in 2015.

the minister informed that 
the number of tourists who vis-
ited the Burigi national Park un-
til December last year reached 
1,171 whereas among them, 996 
are tanzanians and 175 foreign-
ers. Revenues collected from 
Burigi national Park reached 
492.741, 622m/- in December 
2020. the minister also added 

that various initiatives under-
taken to improve the tourism 
sector resulted in an increased 
number of tourists visiting the 
country from 1,137,182 in 2015 to 
1,527,230 in 2019.

in 2019 tanzania generated 
more than $ 2.6 billion that 
comprised more than 25 per-
cent of the total export earn-
ings. the sector also supports 
nearly 1.6 million direct and 
indirect jobs.

KAMPALA

sCHool owners and administrators have warned that 
the Covid-19 preventive measures set by the government 
have proved difficult to implement.

this comes as schools prepare to receive semi-candi-
date classes on on Monday after a year of closure.

a survey at some school in Kampala and across the 
country reveals that a number of schools are unable to im-
plement the Ministry of Health recommended standard 
operating Procedures (soPs), especially the two-metre 
social distancing in classrooms and dormitories. 

 sources, who declined to be named, said during their 
meetings, the head teachers agreed to continue operating 
normally once they are reopened because government’s 
demands required recruiting more teachers and con-
structing more buildings which require a lot of money.

one head-teacher of a school in Kampala, which Daily 
Monitor visited, said they never would have reopened had 
they maintained the social distancing rule.

“is the two-metre distancing observed in the buses or 
taxis? why should government think schools will find the 
two metres now? these children mix everyday with par-
ents, who use buses, go to markets and arcades. they have 
not fallen sick,” the source said. 

another head teacher said her Primary seven class of 
119 pupils was occupying two classrooms before Covid-19 
but with the two-metre distance recommendation, they 
were forced to add seven more classrooms which meant 
that she needed more staff.

“i was forced to recall the Primary six teachers to join 

the four who were teaching Primary seven. we never in-
creased fees but i had to pay transport and housing allow-
ances for the teachers. i was stretched until i reduced the 
distance to 1.5 metres,” the head teacher said.

in ntugamo District, ntungamo High school head-
teacher wilson Byamukama said he is concerned that 
teaching in shifts, as suggested, will be costly for both 
schools and parents. 

“nobody would not want these soPs to stay but given 
the circumstances under which schools in Uganda oper-
ate, both government and private, a few soPs are likely to 
fail,” silver nuwagaba, an officer at Promoting equality in 
african schools, said. 

while Patrick okwir, the head-teacher of Kangai sec-

ondary school in Dokolo District, said they are failing to 
procure additional hand-washing facilities and sanitisers 
due to financial constraints. 

“those elements under soPs are expensive and it re-
quires a lot of money, which is not there because even 
whatever government sends is quite meagre,” he said. 

However, in tororo District, the education officer, albert 
odoi, has warned that those who fail to comply with the 
standards will not be allowed to operate.

at Parental Care nursery and Primary school in Bush-
enyi District, Perez Basiime, the head teacher, said they 
asked parents to pack raw ginger, lemon, and garlic for the 
children.

“the school will pound these herbs and make a mixture, 

schools reopen Monday amid suspense on soPs

By Guardian Correspondent, Kigoma

MoYowosi-Malagarasi wetland in 
Kasulu District, Kigoma Region is under 
threat following the invasion of groups 
of farmers and pastoralists for rice, 
maize farming and grazing.

speaking to journalists who visited 
the area, conservation and tourism 
stakeholders suggested the need for 
concerted efforts to address the an-
thropogenic factors threatening the 
wetlands which is a lifeline to millions 
of people.

Kasulu District Commissioner Col. 
simon anange said the operation to re-
move the invaders is expected to take 
place next month. 

“this is a short term solution, but the 
permanent solution is to upgrade the 
area so that it can be protected by the 
tanzania wildlife authority (tawa) all 
the time. Currently, the area is managed 
by the district council, which has no 
resources,” said the District Commis-
sioner.

“there are people who have invaded 
farming and started grazing in this im-
portant area for the national economy, 
we have asked them to leave voluntar-
ily, but some have refused to do so,” he 
said, adding that procedures are being 
taken to remove them and citizens will 
be relocated to Kagerankanda area pro-
vided by the government.

Manager of Makare Forest hunting 
block, Dago ally said that most of the 
invaders are from neighbouring coun-
tries. “the area is overwhelmed with 
thousands of cattle and large rice and 
maize farms, something which is a 
threat to the wetlands,” he said.

Moyowosi game reserve manager, Bi-
giramungu Kagoma described the area 
as one of the largest and most impor-
tant wetlands in east africa and it is a 
home to large mammals, migratory and 
resident waterbirds, fish and plants as 
well as providing significant livelihood 
support to local communities.

“that’s why this area needs to be pro-
tected for the flora and fauna as well 
as the entire ecology that goes as far as 
lake tanganyika,” he said.

one of the pastoralists who stormed 
into the wetlands, Juma Malilo said: “i 
moved into this area in search for pas-
tures and i wasn’t aware that this is a 
protected area as we’re welcomed by 
village leaders.”

Moyowosi-Malagarasi is one of the 
largest and most important wetlands in 
east africa, the basin has five main riv-
ers, the Malagarasi, Moyowosi, Kigosi, 
Gombe and Ugalla which drain an area 
of 9.2 million ha. 

the core area of the Ramsar site 
comprises lakes and open water in the 
dry season covering about 250,000ha 
together with is a permanent papyrus 
swamp of about 200,000 ha with large 
peripheral flood plains that fluctuate 
widely on a yearly basis depending on 
the amount of rainfall but cover up to 
1.5 million ha. 

there are two relatively large lakes 
associated with the flood plain name-
ly, sagara and nyamagoma lakes. the 
wetland habitats are surrounded by 
very extensive miombo woodlands and 
wooded grasslands which are part of 
a larger region of forests and wetlands 
covering about 15 million ha in western 
tanzania.

Farmers, pastoralists invades Moyowosi-
Malagarasi wetlands in Kasulu District

Jenista Mhagama (C), Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliament, Employment, Youth and Persons with Disabilities), 
pictured on Thursday touring a dam being constructed in the Nguru Hills Ranch in Mvomero District as part of a slaughterhouse project. The 
dam is meant as a reservoir for treating effluent from the slaughterhouse for subsequent use in irrigation farming. Photo: PMO

Longido legislator Dr Steven Kiruswa (R) briefs a delegation led by Arusha regional commissioner Idd Kimanta (2nd-L) making a follow-up earlier this 
week of the spraying of locusts reported to have invaded parts of Longido District. Photo: Correspondent Asraji Mvungi
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By Guardian Correspondent, Sumbawanga

sOMe residents in Rukwa Region have 
expressed dismay over what they see as 
failure by the authorities to take action 
against local government executives al-
leged to embezzle public funds.

They claimed that such acts demoralize 
villagers from paying relevant government 
taxes and levies.

In separate interviews, the residents 
claimed that  despite decisions by Rukwa 
Regional Commissioner, Joachim wangabo 
to give the embezzlers 14 days to return 
the swindled money, further actions are 
needed to ensure proper management of 
the funds.

In his directive, the Regional Commis-
sioner ordered the executives to reim-
burse the 932m/- within 14 days or they 
will be arraigned.

Furaha Kabinda, a resident of nkasi Dis-
trict said: “we do not know as to why the 
regional government has not taken any le-
gal actions against the officials; it is almost 
a year since the officers were alleged to 
steal the monies.”

According to Kabinda, the residents pay 
taxes for their development, but it is un-
fortunate that some few people have been 
using the funds for their personal benefits.

Another resident from sumbawanga Dis-
trict, Flaviana Kilosa blamed the regional 
authority failure to take bold decisions 
against the fund embezzlers for almost 
one year. she said although the suspects 
have been reported to the Prevention and 
Combating of Corruption Bureau (PCCB) it 
was important that they are arraigned and 
punished in accordance with the laws.

Recently, RC wangabo gave a 14- day ul-
timatum to the three local executives in 
charge of revenue collections to return the 
monies threatening to take them to court. 
He claimed that the officials have been 
spending public funds for their own ben-
efits, hence delays in implementation of 
development projects.

According to the Regional Commis-
sioner, the region had targeted to collect 
9,487,289,000/- in the 2020/2021 financial 
year, but until December 2020, it has only 
managed to collect 3,682,531,918/- equiva-
lent to 38.8 percent of the target.

Rukwa residents express dismay over 
authorities’ failure to tame corruption

UnHCR seeks $164 million for displaced CAR residents
By Guardian Reporter

THe Un Refugee Agency—
UnHCR has launched a $164 
million appeal to provide life-
saving assistance and pro-
tection to nearly 1.5 million 
uprooted Central Africans, 
including 210,000 who fled a 
new bout of violence related 
to the December 2020 presi-
dential elections. 

with no end in sight to the 
violence fueling the displace-
ment crisis, nearly one third 
of the Central African Re-

public (CAR)’s population of 
4.7 million have been forced 
to flee. since the new crisis 
erupted, some 100,000 peo-
ple have been displaced in-
side CAR, while neighbouring 
Cameroon, Chad, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, 
and the Republic of the Con-
go have received 111,000 new 
arrivals. Refugees continue to 
cross every day.

Many new arrivals are re-
porting grave human rights 
abuses inside CAR. Our col-
leagues in Gore, Chad, are 

caring for a 26-year-old refu-
gee mother who was beaten 
and raped by a rebel with her 
six-month-old baby at her 
side after fleeing her home 
in Maroukounde. she is now 
pregnant as a result of the 
assault and is receiving medi-
cal and psychosocial support 
from our teams.

To enable UnHCR’s tar-
geted and timely protection 
and assistance to the dis-
placed Central Africans and 
their hosts, and to ensure our 
support to governments and 

other partners, we require 
urgent financial contribu-
tions. Unless funding is swift-
ly made available, we will be 
forced to reduce or halt vital 
assistance, even as the needs 
are rising.

The appeal include, $35.2 
million to address the ongo-
ing protection crisis and to 
help us support the most vul-
nerable children and fami-
lies, to prevent and respond 
to gender-based violence, 
and for monitoring, registra-
tion, and documentation.

 Another $13.7 million is 
required to supply shelter 
and essential relief to the 
displaced living in dire con-
ditions inside CAR and in 
neighbouring countries, and 
who now depend on the gen-
erosity of local host commu-
nities.

 The agency also needs 
$27.8 million for health, nu-
trition, water, sanitation and 
hygiene, needed to prevent 
the spread of disease. These 
needs are compounded by 
the looming threat of COV-

ID-19. Despite our limited re-
sources, UnHCR has scaled 
up border and protection 
monitoring to proactively 
identify and address the most 
pressing needs of displaced 
Central Africans. 

UnHCR is also working to 
mitigate the risk of COVID-19 
infections by building and 
equipping quarantine cen-
tres and areas for treatment 
and isolation, as well as by 
testing, distributing masks, 
raising awareness on COV-
ID-19 prevention and social 

distancing, and by improving 
water, sanitation and health 
resources.

Funds for UnHCR’s human-
itarian response to support 
displaced Central Africans 
are already critically low and 
under severe pressure due to 
the rising needs of both refu-
gees and the host communi-
ties.  The agency appeals to 
the international community 
to mobilize resources to pro-
tect and assist the displaced 
Central Africans and their 
hosts.

Pangani District Council planning officer Waziri Mwakibolwa tables the council’s budget estimates for financial year 2021/2022 at a 
councillors’ meeting on Thursday.  Photo: Correspondent Steven William

Work on infrastructure for Dar es Salaam’s rapid bus project in progress at Kurasini along the Gerezani-Mbagala stretch of Kilwa Road yesterday. 
Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Another resident from Sumbawanga District, Flaviana 
Kilosa blamed the regional authority failure to take bold 
decisions against the fund embezzlers for almost one year. 
She said although the suspects have been reported to the 
Prevention and Combating of Corruption Bureau 

By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

OVeR 300 households in nyamka-
zi area in Bukoba municipality, Kag-
era Region have been badly affected 
by floods due to the ongoing heavy 
rains, leaving hundreds of families 
homeless.

Residents at the area are calling on 
the government and stakeholders to 
extend their support so as to rescue 
the families.

Murshid Huessein, one of the 
residents said heavy downpour that 
smashed most areas in the Miembeni 
ward has brought havoc as hundreds 
of households are now full of rain wa-
ter.

According to him, the challenge 
has been chronic and persisted there 
for over a year thus destroying some 
of the houses.

“It is not only houses which have 
been destroyed but other infrastruc-
tures as well, these include roads, 
water networks, so we appeal for 
the government to construct strong 
infrastructures to carry the water 
channels to carry water to the Lake,” 
he said. Another resident, Josephat 
Duadi said he was forced to take his 
family to an uncompleted house after 
their previous house was destroyed 
by the rain water.

Miembeni ward councilor, Richard 
Gasper said the floods have left about 
hundreds of people homeless who 
are currently starving as the available 
aids are insufficient.

He advised the government to 
immediately work on restoring the 
various social infrastructure services 
which had been destroyed by floods.

“Heavy downpour that smashed 
most areas of the Miembeni caused 
a number of destructions, hundreds 

of people are homeless, they have no 
food, these floods have brought huge 
pain to our people, so as government 
and stakeholders, we have to think 
on the measures to rescue these peo-
ple,” he said.

He said that the village leaders have 
already sent the claims to the upper 
authorities and they are now waiting 
for the government to act.

Bukoba District Commissioner 
Deodatus Kinawiro said that the gov-
ernment was aware of the challenge 
and it was working to ensure that the 
problem is fully controlled.

“we have already taken some 
measures to address the flood chal-
lenge at the area, we have expanded 
a road heading to the fish factory so 
as to give space for the water to pass 
easily but the situation seems to be 
unsuccessful,” he said.

Kinawiro urged residents to vacate 
the area and find other safe places for 
their own benefit.

Recently, the Tanzania Meteorolog-
ical Agency (TMA) issued a seasonal 
rainfall outlook for March to May, this 
year with normal rains expected over 
most parts of bimodal areas.

It, however, warned that there will 
be short periods of heavy rains which 
may be associated with flooding lead-
ing to destruction of infrastructures, 
disruption of socio-economic activi-
ties, loss of lives and properties.

TMA Acting Director General Dr 
Hamza Kabelwa told journalists in 
Dar es salaam last week that Masika 
rains are likely to be normal to above 
normal over most parts of the Lake 
Victoria basin and northern part of 
Kigoma noting that the rains are ex-
pected to start during the first week 
of March, 2021 and cease during the 
fourth week of May, 2021.

Rains leave 300 Nyamkazi 
households without shelter
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Most women in Rwanda still de-
pend on environmentally harmful 
and health-damaging firewood as a 
source of energy hence measures to 
improve access to clean and afford-
able energy.

the measures are crucial and 
must be taken at the highest level, 
said Rwanda’s Minister for Gender 
and Family Promotion, Prof Jeanette 
Bayisenge, at the online launch of 
the Rwanda segment of the african 
Development Bank’s new Gender 
and energy Country Briefs.

women should be supported to 
join the energy sector in Rwanda by 
improving access to micro-finance 
and training to allow them to engage 
in small-scale electricity production, 
participants heard at a 22 February 
event on energy policy to corre-
spond with the launch this week.

“Gender equality and the energy 
sector are two major priority areas 
of focus in Vision 2050 [Rwanda’s 
growth plan],” said Bayisenge, whose 
country has been hailed as a global 
leader in efforts to achieve gender 
equality. she said the aim was to en-
sure high-quality living standards in 
Rwanda.

the Bank’s Gender empowerment 
Manager, amel Hamza, emphasised 
the importance of data collection, 
through the involvement of women 
engaged in the energy sector and 

building knowledge on investment 
opportunities available in the sector.

Hamza said policymakers could 
learn from successful energy in-
vestment initiatives such as south 
africa’s Black economic empower-
ment programme, which helped to 
increase the capacity of women to 
become independent energy pro-
ducers that sell power to the national 
grid.

the Bank is working with energy 
companies, including south africa’s 
eskom, in a project to provide credit 
guarantees to enable women seek-
ing to invest in energy enterprises 
to borrow with support from the 
Bank’s africa Guarantee Fund. the 
project provides risk-sharing capac-
ity to boost loans to women-owned 
enterprises.

By recognising that men and 
women have differentiated priorities 
in energy services, and by involv-
ing women in decision-making and 
creating opportunities for them in 
energy, the sector can contribute 
towards increasing gender equality, 
participants heard.

the Bank supports the implemen-
tation of measures to support access 
to clean cooking fuels, finance, and 
business opportunities for women, 
and improving the impact measure-
ment and employment of women in 
the energy sector, said Fauzia Haji, 
the Bank’s acting Country Manager 
in Rwanda.

women in Rwanda’s energy sector 
receive financial, training support

Malawi MPs debate bill to liberalise abortion laws as churches oppose
BLANTYRE 

a bill to liberalise Malawi’s 
abortion laws was debated 
by MPs on thursday in the 
face of opposition from faith 
groups.

if passed, the termination 
of pregnancy bill would allow 
abortions when a woman’s 
mental or physical health is 
in danger, in cases of rape and 
incest, and when there are 
serious foetal abnormalities. 

Currently, abortion is only 
permitted to save a woman’s 
life and campaigners have 
been lobbying for change for 
many years.

the bill has been proposed 
by MP Matthews ngwale, who 
said change was needed af-
ter “observing that there are 
an ever increasing number 
of justifiable situations for 
the termination of unwanted 
pregnancies, which have 
not been covered by exist-

ing law”. “Many people think 
that we want to make abor-
tion [in its entirety] legal or 
allow abortion on demand. 
But abortion is already al-
lowed in our laws and what 
we’re doing is to increase the 
situations where this can be 
allowed, that’s all,” he added.

Pro-choice campaigners 
believe almost half of the 193 
MPs in the national assem-
bly back the bill, but there is 
strong opposition.

the episcopal Conference 
of Malawi, the evangelical as-
sociation of Malawi, Malawi 
Council of Churches and the 
Muslim association of Malawi 
have long resisted any attempt 
to change the law. attempts to 
introduce the bill in 2016 were 
rejected after protests.

Henry saindi, secretary 
general of the episcopal Con-
ference, said: “it is only God 
who can give or take life irre-
spective of whatever circum-

stance that has happened. Hu-
man life remains sacred and it 
must be preserved, promoted 
and defended.

“the bill does not reflect 
our values, our culture and 
our aspirations as the nation.”

Research by the Guttmach-
er institute, which advocates 
for sexual and reproductive 
health, and the University 
of Malawi College of Medi-
cine, published in 2017 – the 
latest date for which figures 

are available – estimated that 
141,000 women in Malawi had 
an abortion in 2015, and that 
60% of these resulted in com-
plications that required treat-
ment. Between 6% and 18% 
of maternal deaths in Malawi 
are estimated to be the result 
of complications from unsafe 
abortion.

“Most people in the rural 
areas – and the people are 
very poor, too – resort to us-
ing sticks like cassava, bicycle 

spokes, and take dangerous 
drugs and concoctions to 
terminate pregnancy,” said 
Dr amos nyaka of the Coali-
tion for Prevention of Unsafe 
abortion. “this leads to pain 
and suffering.”

Brian ligomeka, director of 
the Centre for solutions Jour-
nalism, a human rights media 
organisation that has been 
lobbying for the bill, said the 
legal changes would save 
lives.

By Guardian Reporter

tHe government has urged farmers in the country 
to take insurance cover for their crops so as to avoid 
losses during climate change-induced disasters such 
as drought and floods.

Permanent secretary in ministry of agriculture 
Gerald Kusaya made the appeal in Dar es salaam dur-
ing the irrigation conference which brought together 
stakeholders from tanzania and Japan.

Kusaya said that as the country has been experienc-
ing several weather challenges including drought and 
floods, farmers should take measures to protect their 
crops by seeking agriculture insurance.

“By having crop insurance in hand, farmers will have 
more confidence in what they are doing, their produce 

will have high protection even if they are hit by either 
drought or floods,” he said.

He said that if farmers happen to lose their crops 
due to climate-change related disasters, they will be 
compensated their losses by the insurance company.

“we encourage farmers to use agriculture insurance 
especially as we have many disasters these days, this 
should be taken very seriously by all farmers across 
the country,” he added.

enock nyanda, acting director, sectoral coordina-
tion department in the President’s office, Regional 
administration and local Government said that the 

office has been working closely with local government 
authorities so as to improve irrigation farming in the 
country.

“we have been working with our fellow in the agri-
culture ministry and local government authorities to 
enable them to set aside enough budgets from their 
internal collections so as to support construction of ir-
rigation projects in various areas,” he said.

nyanda said the development of the irrigation sec-
tor has an unprecedented opportunity to facilitate the 
tanzania agriculture sector to be transformed from 
subsistence to a modern and highly commercial sec-

tor.
the government is currently giving high priority to 

irrigation development which is emphasized within 
the national policy frameworks. the government is 
also giving high priority to the management of the 
nation’s water resources. this offers strong synergies 
between the water and irrigation sectors in irrigation 
development.

tanzania has an irrigation potential area of 29.4 mil-
lion hectares whereby 2.3 million hectares is of high 
potential, 4.8 million hectares is of medium potential 
and 22.3 million hectares is of low potential.

out of this potential area 461,326 hectares equiva-
lent to 1.6 percent of the area under irrigation has been 
developed and contributes 24 percent of the national 
food requirement as of June 2017.

Govt directs farmers to insure their crops 

By Special Correspondent

total, eacop oil deal is in high gear 
after calling for bids, final investment 
decision in Uganda and tanzania.

Ugandan players keen on a slice of 
oil and gas deals through local content 
provisions, with an estimated $8 bil-
lion to $10 billion worth of investment 
expected to flow into the country once 
final signature is done.

French oil major total and its affiliate 
east african Crude oil Pipeline (eacop) 
have invited bids for various services, a 
sign that the long-awaited final invest-
ment decision (FiD) oil deal that is ex-
pected to unlock $10 billion of invest-
ments, is around the corner.

the tenders target Uganda and tanza-
nia-based firms to compete across 10 cat-
egories of offers.

the eacop route lies 80 percent in tan-
zania, where total is seeking bidders to 
provide commercial and office space for 
the pipeline company, on which the an-
ticipated FiD is premised.

some tenders have closed but those 
invited last week, are open till March 19, 
and sources told the eastafrican that 
“there is a lot of interest” from companies 
making “many inquiries about a number 
of issues.” association of Uganda oil and 
Gas service Providers (aUGos) Chief ex-
ecutive emmanuel Mugarura, said the 
group’s members have been waiting for 
more than a decade for these oil and gas 
related opportunities.

“these are good signs that this project 
is taking off. another piece in works and 
optimism for our members,” he said, add-
ing that some have applied for the closed 

tenders while others are starting to ready 
bids for the tenders that have just opened.

Ugandan players are keen to get a piece 
of the oil and gas deals through local 
content provisions, with an estimated $8 
billion to $10 billion worth of investment 
expected to flow into the country. During 
the early stages of exploration, oil com-
panies spent an estimated $3 billion, 28.3 
percent of which remained in the coun-
try, according to Mugarura.

with bigger money and opportunities 
to tap into as the country readies for oil 
production, aUGos targets between 30 
and 40 percent of the expected invest-
ment flows to remain in Uganda.

elly Karuhanga, chairman of Uganda 
Chamber of Mines and Petroleum says 
the time for local companies to make 
money from oil and gas projects is the 
period between announcement of the 
final investment decision and when pro-
duction starts. “Between now and oil pro-
duction, is when you will have all sorts of 
opportunities open up,” he says.

total Chief executive Patrick Pouy-
anne says Uganda project will have first 
oil in 2024, with FiD confirmed this year, 
giving a three-year period of field devel-
opment activity, which is the window of 
opportunity for local service providers, 
according to Karuhanga.

“thousands of experts, contrac-
tors, and others, will fly into Uganda to 
provide all kinds of services. they will 
need accommodation, food, transport... 
that’s the time for the local compa-
nies to make money. once production 
starts, most of the activity is technical 
where Ugandans cannot compete,” he 
says.

Total, Eacop oil deal in high gear 

Owners of private pharmacies in Ushetu District, Shinyanga Region, take oath of office yesterday in line with guidelines laid out by the gov-
ernment. Photo: Correspondent Shabani Njia

Hughes Motors Tanzania Ltd representative Laurence Kisoka (R) briefs Kilimanjaro regional commissioner Dr Anna Mghwira (2nd-L) in Moshi munici-
pality yesterday on a New Holland-make tractor. This was at a two-day ‘Kilimo Gulio’ agriculture exhibition organised by the National Network of 
Farmers’ Groups in Tanzania. Photo: Correspondent James Lanka
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Yes, ensuring  harmony between
humankind and nature is a must 

‘
CONNECTING  People to Na-
ture’, the theme for World 
Environment Day marked 
in  2017, implored us to get 

outdoors and into nature, to ap-
preciate its beauty and its impor-
tance, and to take forward the 
call to protect the Earth that we 
share.

World Environment Day is the 
biggest annual event for positive 
environmental action and takes 
place every 5 June. This year’s 
host country Canada got to 
choose the theme and will be 
at the centre of celebrations 
around the planet.

World Environment Day is a 
day for everyone, everywhere. 
Since it began in 1972, global 
citizens have organized many 
thousands of events, from 
neighbourhood clean-ups, to 
action against wildlife crime, 
to replanting forests.

This year’s theme invites us 
to think about how we are part 
of nature and how intimately 
we depend on it. It challenges 
us to find fun and exciting 
ways to experience and cher-
ish this vital relationship.

In recent decades, scientific 
advances as well as growing 
environmental problems such 
as global warming are helping 
us to understand the count-
less ways in which natural sys-
tems support our own pros-
perity and well-being.

for example, the world’s 
oceans, forests and soils act 
as vast stores for greenhouse 
gases such as carbon dioxide 
and methane; farmers and 
fisher-folk harness nature on 
land and under water to pro-
vide us with food; scientists de-
velop medicines using genetic 
material drawn from the millions 
of species that make up Earth’s 
astounding biological diversity.

billions of rural people around 
the world spend every working 
day ‘connected to nature’ and 
appreciate full well their de-
pendence on natural water sup-
plies and how nature provides 
their livelihoods in the form of 
fertile soil. They are among the 
first to suffer when ecosystems 
are threatened, whether by pol-
lution, climate change or over-
exploitation.

Nature’s gifts are often hard to 
value in monetary terms. Like 
clean air, they are often taken 
for granted, at least until they 
become scarce.  

This year’s World Environ-
ment Day is an ideal occasion 
to go out and enjoy your coun-
try’s national parks and other 
wilderness areas. 

you could join the growing 
number of citizen scientists. 
More and more smartphone 
apps help you log your sight-
ings and connect with others 
who can identify the species. 
The records feed into conser-
vation strategies and map the 
effects of climate change on 
biodiversity.

 .you can also connect with 
nature in the city, where ma-
jor parks can be a green lung 
and a hub of biodiversity. Why 
not do your bit to green the ur-
ban environment, by greening 
your street or a derelict site, 
or planting a window box? you 
could put a spade in the soil or 
lift a paving slab and see what 
creatures live beneath.

In the age of asphalt and 
smartphones and among the dis-
tractions of modern life, connec-
tions with nature can be fleeting. 
World Environment Day can 
make clearer than ever that we 
need harmony between human-
ity and nature so that both are 
able to thrive.

Innovative business models
promise Africa a lot of good

T
HERE is an ongoing 
trend to spur the eco-
nomic growth that is 
already on a positive 

trend in Africa and Tanzania is no 
exception  to greater heights, and 
more so to impact on people’s lives 
in meaningful ways.

This was apparent at the Inno-
vating Economies Summit, one 
of the many initiatives around the 
world under the aegis of The Econ-
omist. The summit, held in Nairobi 
years ago, noted how Africa is in-
novating for itself and facilitating 
home-grown innovations.

It sought to explore how the con-
tinent can more effectively navi-
gate towards relevant solutions, 
given the many infrastructural 
challenges.

While it had many strands of 
discussion – from increasing pro-
ductivity and efficiency, including 
in health care, to financing and 
linkages to the global knowledge 
economy – one of the most illus-
trative was a segment dwelling on 
strengthening the continent’s in-
novation ecosystems, and of which 
there are ample examples of how 
they are impacting people’s lives 
around the region.

So far, the numbers on the Mo-
bisol website indicate that it has 
installed over 70,000 solar home 
systems for households and busi-
nesses in East Africa.

but the example discussed at the 
Summit, demonstrating how mo-
bile money technology combined 
with the latest solar systems have 
fuelled the rapid expansion “leap-
frogging” East Africa’s poor infra-
structure.

The mobile money platforms 
enabled M-Kopa (kopa means bor-

row in Swahili) to “crack it,” thereby 
saving people in the lowest income 
bracket money they would have 
used to buy  kerosene to light their 
homes, batteries to power their 
torches and radios and a long trek 
to someone with power to charge 
their mobile phones. 

With more than 400,000 house-
holds connected to solar power 
across Kenya, uganda and Tanza-
nia, it remains the leader globally 
and was the first to demonstrate 
the business model and conveni-
ence for the underserved in a situ-
ation of inadequate power infra-
structure.

As it is, most Africans still do not 
have access to proper loans, sav-
ings facilities or insurance, a situa-
tion mobile technology is already 
proving core anchor to exploit.

The entrance of Commercial 
bank of Africa in Rwanda is a case 
in point, aiming to offer savings 
and loans facilities to the under-
served through mobile technology. 
The bank has already been quite 
successful with m-shwari, a savings 
facility with Kenya’s Safaricom, and 
moKash with uganda’s MTN. It has 
done the same in Tanzania.

Insurance is another area al-
ready being tapped through mo-
bile technology in Tanzania and 
uganda, as well as in Ghana and 
Senegal, by the multinational mi-
crofinance firm, Milvik, partnering 
with insurance businesses and tel-
ecoms providers.

The Innovative Economies Sum-
mit was something of a mirror to 
ourselves on what it possible on the 
continent through home-grown 
solutions. but it was on the insist-
ence that the challenges besetting 
the continent could be overcome.

Successful crop innovation is mitigating  
climate change impact on African continent 

 By Martin Kropff and Nteranya 
Sanginga 

AfRICAN smallholder 
farmers have no choice but 
to adapt to climate change: 
2020 was the second hot-
test year on record, while 
prolonged droughts and ex-
plosive floods are directly 
threatening the livelihoods 
of millions. by the 2030s, 
lack of rainfall and rising 
temperatures could render 
40 percent of Africa’s maize-
growing area unsuitable for 
climate-vulnerable varieties 
grown by farmers, while 
maize remains the preferred 
and affordable staple food 
for millions of Africans who 
survive on less than a few 
dollars of income a day.

farmers across the conti-
nent understand that the cli-
mate crisis is affecting their 
harvests and their “daily 
bread”. In sub-Saharan Af-
rica, growing numbers of 
people are chronically un-
dernourished, with over 21 
percent of the population 
suffering from severe food 
insecurity.

The global battle against 
climate change and all its 
interconnected impacts re-
quires a multisectoral ap-
proach to formulate com-
prehensive responses. for 
farmers in sub-Saharan 
Africa, especially smallhold-
ers, this involves producing 
improved crop varieties that 
are not only high-yielding 
but also tolerant to drought 
and heat, resistant to dis-
eases and insect pests, and 
can contribute to minimiz-
ing the risk of farming under 
rainfed conditions.

CGIAR, a global partner-
ship involving numerous or-
ganizations engaged in food 
systems transformation, has 
been at the forefront of tech-
nological innovation and de-
ployment for many decades. 
The International Maize and 
Wheat Improvement Center 
(CIMMyT) and the Interna-
tional Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) are the 
two CGIAR research cent-
ers undertaking innovative 
maize research and devel-
opment work in the stress-
prone environments of 
Africa. Successful develop-
ment of improved climate-
adaptive maize varieties for 
sub-Saharan Africa has been 
spearheaded by these two 
CGIAR centers that imple-
mented joint projects such 
as the Drought Tolerant 
Maize for Africa (DTMA) and 

CGIAR warns that without more 
science-based interventions to 
align agriculture with climate tar-
gets, the number of undernour-
ished people around the world 
could exceed 840 million by 2030.

To shift its focus and investment 
into agricultural research that re-
sponds to the climate crisis, CGIAR 
is undergoing an institutional re-
form. Now named ‘One CGIAR’ 
the dynamic reformulation of 
CGIAR’s partnerships, knowledge, 
assets, and global presence, aims 
for greater integration and impact 
in the face of the interdependent 
challenges facing today’s world.

Scientific innovations in food, 
land, and water systems will be 
deployed faster, at a larger scale, 
and at reduced cost, having greater 
impact where they are needed the 
most.

Ground-breaking progress to 
date would not have been possible 
without the generous funding from 
the bill & Melinda Gates founda-
tion. yet bill Gates, who recognizes 
the essential role of CGIAR in “feed-
ing our future”, also acknowledges 
that current levels of investment 
do not even amount to half of what 
is needed.

Investments in maize breeding 
and seed system innovations must 
expand to keep up with the capac-
ity to withstand climate variability 
in sub-Saharan Africa, the world’s 
most chronically undernourished 
region, and provide food and nu-
tritional security to millions of 
maize-dependent and resource-
constrained smallholders and con-
sumers.

At CIMMyT and IITA, we have 
invested on long-term breeding to 
increase genetic gains using many 
new tools and technologies. These 
efforts need to be further intensi-
fied.

Stress Tolerant Maize for Africa (STMA) 
in partnership with an array of national 
and private sector partners in the major 
maize-producing countries in Eastern, 
Southern, and West Africa. under the 
10-year DTMA initiative, about 160 af-
fordable and scalable maize varieties 
were released.

High-yielding, multiple stress-toler-
ant, maize varieties using CIMMyT/IITA 
maize germplasm released after 2007 
(the year the DTMA project was started) 
are estimated to be grown on 5 million 
hectares in 2020 in sub-Saharan Africa. 
The adoption of drought-tolerant (DT) 
maize varieties helped lift millions of 
people above the poverty line across 
the continent. for example, in drought-
prone southern Zimbabwe, farmers us-
ing DT varieties in dry years were able 
to harvest up to 600 kilograms more 
maize per hectare--enough for nine 
months for an average family of six--
than farmers who sowed conventional 
varieties.

The STMA project that followed 
DTMA also operated in sub-Saharan Af-
rica, where 176 million people depend 
on maize for nutrition and economic 
well-being. The project, which ended 
in 2020, and followed by a new project 
called Accelerating Genetic Gains for 
Maize and Wheat Improvement (AGG), 
developed new maize varieties that can 
be successfully grown under drought, 
sub-optimal soil fertility, heat stress, 
and diseases and pests. In 2020, CGIAR-
related stress-tolerant maize varieties 
were estimated to be grown on over 
5 million hectares, benefiting over 8.6 
million smallholder farmers in 13 coun-
tries across sub-Saharan Africa.

In Kenya, farmers with the new maize 
varieties are harvesting 20 to 30 per-
cent more grain than farmers without 
drought-tolerant seeds. Prasanna bod-
dupalli, Director of CIMMyT’s Global 
Maize Program and the CGIAR Research 
Program on maize, says this has a cas-
cading effect on livelihoods--improving 
the nutritional intake of the community, 

helping children return to school, and 
reducing poverty.

In an interview with Gates Notes, Ken-
yan farmer Veronica Nduku, who has 
been growing CIMMyT’s drought-toler-
ant maize for 10 years, had said that she 
always harvests even when there is no 
rainfall.

In Zambia, a study by CIMMyT and the 
Center for Development Research has 
shown that adopting drought-tolerant 
maize can increase yields by 38 percent 
and reduce the risks of crop failure by 
36 percent, even though three-quarters 
of the farmers in the study had experi-
enced drought during the survey.

besides climate-adaptive improved 
maize varieties, both CIMMyT and IITA 
have developed maize varieties biofor-
tified with provitamin A; vitamin A de-
ficiency is highly prevalent in popula-
tions across sub-Saharan Africa. These 
biofortified maize varieties, developed 
in partnership with HarvestPlus, are 
being deployed in targeted countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa in partnership with 
national programs and seed company 
partners.

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
its founding this year, CGIAR unveiled 
its roadmap for a new 10-year strategy 
at the online 2021 Climate Adaptation 
Summit, hosted by the Netherlands in 
January.

The new sustainable research strat-
egy puts climate change at the heart of 
its mission, with an emphasis on the 
realignment of food systems worldwide, 
targeting five impact areas: nutrition, 
poverty, inclusivity, climate adaptation 
and mitigation, and environmental 
health.

Through food system transformation, 
resilient agri-food systems, and genetic 
innovations CGIAR’s ambition is to meet 
and go beyond the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). uN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres has called for a 
concerted global effort to radically rea-
lign food systems to achieve the 17 SDGs 
by 2030.
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A UN patrol team, deployed for monitoring ceasefire, drives through the Smara area of Western Sahara. 

SEOUL

H
yundai Motor has so far avoided a chip 
shortage that has plagued global automak-
ers, largely maintaining its stockpile of chips 
last year and even accelerating purchases to-

wards the end, three people with knowledge of the mat-
ter said. 

the shortage has forced production cuts worldwide, 
including at Volkswagen and General Motors, prompting 
Germany and the united states to ramp up efforts to re-
solve the shortage.

Other than Japan’s toyota Motor, which said this 
month it had enough chip inventory to last it about four 
months, Hyundai and its sister firm Kia Corp are the only 
global automakers to have maintained a stockpile of low-
tech chips that helped them keep up production.

if it doesn’t ease soon, though, the shortage could hit 
Hyundai too, as tight capacity on factory floors starts 
pressuring production of even high-tech auto chips, said 
two of the people, who are familiar with the company’s 
purchases.

the south Korean automaker kept buying chips even 
as rivals cut orders to reflect diminished demand be-
cause of the pandemic.

analysts said past events that roiled Hyundai’s supply 
chain and forced it to halt production have shaped this 
more conservative take on inventory, a departure from 
automakers’ typical just-in-time approach.

“Like other automakers, Hyundai also planned to cut 
production at the beginning of the year because of COV-
id-19,” said one of the people with direct knowledge of 
Hyundai’s purchases.

“But procurement read the trend of the semiconduc-
tor industry cutting auto chips production and said, ‘if we 
don’t buy them as well, we’ll be in trouble later on,’” said 
the person, referring to a rush of buying by gadget mak-
ers that sucked up most chipmaking capacity. 

Chipmakers who supply auto companies outsource 
most of their production to contract manufacturers like 
taiwan’s tsMC, which analysts say often prioritise orders 
from electronics clients who account for nearly all their 
revenue.

Hyundai still bought fewer chips in 2020 than it did in 
2019, said one of the sources with direct knowledge of 
auto chip production. But it sharply increased buying in 
the quarter that ended in december, the person said.

the people declined to be identified because they are 
not authorised to speak to media.

the fact that Hyundai’s domestic market was relatively 

 Hyundai bought chips when rivals didn’t, its assembly lines are still rolling
to prioritise Hyundai, from whom 
they get much of their revenue, ana-
lysts said.

One person with direct knowledge 
of Hyundai’s purchasing decisions 
said the company has diversified 
suppliers for at least one chip since 
late last year.

in a statement on thursday, Hyun-
dai said it plans to halt operations 
at one south Korean factory for five 
days in March to adjust inventories 
of some models.

a union official told reuters the 
company was trying to save chips 
by adjusting production of its weak-
er-selling sonata model. sonata in 
south Korea sold 67,440 units last 
year versus 145,463 units of Hyun-
dai’s most popular sedan Grandeur. 

according to an internal docu-
ment seen by reuters, Hyundai ex-
pects the shortage to ease in the third 
quarter, and Kia said last month that 
since October it had been reviewing 
its supply chain to prevent production 
disruption.

“We would not say we are prepared 
for the next three to six months, but 
we could tell you that we are not see-
ing any immediate production disrup-
tion,” Kia said on an earnings call last 
month.

still, there is rising concern at Hyun-
dai, two of the three people said. the 
company is checking inventory more 
frequently and trying to lock down 
supply contracts earlier, one of them 
said. the union official said Hyun-
dai had told the union this week that 
Hyundai “had secured a lot of chips” 
but that the situation was becoming “a 
bit difficult”.

“Clients are trying to pull all they 
can, while suppliers are being strategic 
about which order they meet,” said 
the source with direct knowledge of 
auto chip production. “it’s going to 
get worse before it gets better.”

                Agencies

solid through the pandemic most likely influenced 
the company’s plans, analysts said, as did its experi-
ences with China and Japan.

Hyundai took lessons from a diplomatic spat with 
Japan in 2019 that affected supplies here of chemicals 
at south Korean chipmakers, and in early 2020, when 
the coronavirus was spreading in China, production 
was halted in Hyundai and Kia’s plants because of 
shortages of a part from China.

a spokeswoman told reuters Hyundai was collabo-
rating with its suppliers to maintain stable produc-
tion. 

RISING CONCERN
since Hyundai kept buying from chipmakers and 

global auto parts suppliers such as Bosch and Conti-
nental before the shortage worsened, they also man-
aged to keep costs down.

“this has allowed Hyundai to first, secure auto 
chips, and second, buy them when they were cheap-
er,” said Kim Jin-woo, analyst at Korea investment & 
securities.

Hyundai also has more local suppliers than rivals.
these suppliers - including telechips, which con-

tracts fabrication out to samsung electronics - are likely 

NEW YORK

T
He question of Western sahara, known as 
africa’s last colony, has recently gained great 
visibility in international media interestingly 
due to two drastic developments.

the first occurred on 13 november 2020 when Mo-
roccan forces breached the 1991 ceasefire by attacking 
sahrawi civilians who were demonstrating peacefully 
in Guerguerat in southern Western sahara.

the second took place on 10 december 2020 when 
the outgoing u.s. President donald trump made a 
proclamation declaring u.s. recognition of “Moroccan 
sovereignty” over Western sahara, which Morocco has 
been occupying since October 1975.

as expected, Morocco’s breach of the ceasefire 
forced the people of Western sahara under the lead-
ership of their legitimate representative, the frente 
POLisariO, to resume their legitimate liberation 
struggle put on hold since 1991.

at that time both parties, the frente POLisariO 
and Morocco, under the un-Oau auspices, mutually 
agreed on a ceasefire that came into effect on 6 sep-
tember 1991.

this arrangement was the first step in a process 
leading to the holding of a referendum on self- refer-
endum in which the people of Western sahara would 
choose, without military or administrative constraints, 
between independence and integration with Morocco.

to this end, on 29 april 1991, the security Council 
established under its authority the united nations 
Mission for the referendum in Western sahara (Mi-
nursO).

notwithstanding the ups and downs, in January 
2000 MinursO was able to establish the list of poten-
tial voters for the referendum thus paving the way for 
the vote to take place. it was precisely at that moment 
that Morocco declared that it was no longer willing 
to procced with the self-determination referendum, 
obviously for fear of losing at the ballot box. it was as 
simple as that.

the failure of the un security Council to hold Mo-
rocco accountable for reneging on its solemn commit-
ment to the mutually agreed referendum on self-de-
termination brought the un peace process in Western 
sahara to a standstill, which continues to date.

despite Morocco’s complete volte-face, for almost 
three decades the frente POLisariO maintained its 
commitment to the ceasefire and made many—often 
painful—concessions for the un peace process to suc-
ceed.

the almost thirty years’ ceasefire in Western sahara 
was however violently broken when Moroccan forces 
attacked sahrawi civilians on 13 november 2020 forc-
ing the frente POLisariO to respond in self-defence.

Morocco’s new aggression has not only put an end 
to the un peace process but has also unleashed a 
second war that has the potential to endanger peace 
and stability in the region. Once again, the un secu-
rity Council, which has primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of international peace and security, has 
remained silent in the face of Morocco’s new aggres-

Western Sahara, Africa’s last colony, to resume liberation struggle on hold since 1991

sion.
the proclamation made by the 

outgoing u.s. President on 10 de-
cember 2020 has dealt another 
heavy blow to the un peace pro-
cess in Western sahara. it is no 
secret that trump’s ill-advised de-
cision was a quid pro quo for the 
deal that Morocco concluded with 
israel to normalise their relations—
another example of his transac-
tional diplomacy.

trump’s decision however vio-
lates un resolutions, including 
security Council resolutions that 
the united states drafted and ap-
proved over the past decades, and 
upends the traditional u.s. policy 
regarding Western sahara.

it flies in the face of fundamental 
rules underpinning the interna-
tional order that prohibit the ac-
quisition of territory by force and 
establish peoples’ right to self-de-
termination and as an inalienable 
right and a peremptory norm.

it also hampers the ongoing ef-
forts of the united nations and the 
african union to achieve a peaceful 
solution to the question of Western 
sahara, thereby fuelling tension 
and threatening peace and stabil-
ity in the region.

the legal status of Western sa-
hara is unequivocally clear. the 
international Court of Justice (iCJ), 
which is the united nations princi-
pal judicial organ, issued an advi-

sory opinion on Western sahara on 
16 October 1975. the iCJ ruled that 
there was no tie of territorial sov-
ereignty between the territory of 
Western sahara and the Kingdom 
of Morocco.

By rebutting Morocco’s claims of 
sovereignty over Western sahara, 
the iCJ established clearly that the 
sovereignty over the territory was 
vested in the sahrawi people who 
have the right to decide, through 
the free and genuine expression of 
their will, the status of the territory 
in accordance with un General as-
sembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 1960 
on the declaration on the Granting 
of independence to Colonial Coun-
tries and Peoples.

the united nations and the Or-
ganisation of african unity (now 
the african union) as well as the 
european union have never recog-
nised Morocco’s forcible and illegal 
annexation of parts of Western sa-
hara that remains on the un list of 
non-self-Governing territories to 
be decolonised.

trump’s proclamation also af-
firmed the u.s. support for Mo-
rocco’s autonomy proposal. none-
theless, the so-called Moroccan 
“autonomy proposal”, besides its 
proven illegality, emanates from an 
autocratic regime that seeks only 
to legitimise its forcible acquisition 
and occupation of parts of Western 
sahara.

the united states should there-
fore advise Morocco to address the 
legitimate grievances of its own 
people instead of trying to pursue 
its expansionism that has had dis-
astrous consequences for the en-
tire region.

as a matter of historical fact, 
Morocco did not only claim West-
ern sahara but also Mauritania in 
1960s. it was Morocco that includ-
ed “the problem of Mauritania” in 
the agenda of the 50th session of 
the un General assembly in 1960 
on the grounds that Morocco had 
legitimate rights over Mauritania. 
it then took Morocco nine years to 
recognise Mauritania as an inde-
pendent country.

Morocco moreover used force 
against algeria in October 1963 and 
spain (Perejil island) in July 2002, 
always in pursuit of its territorial 
claims, which demonstrates the 
real nature of the ruling regime in 
Morocco.

this also shows the extent to 
which the regime owes its survival 
to territorial conquest as a tool to 
divert attention from its deep-root-
ed domestic legitimacy crisis that 
had led to two coups against the 
monarchy in July 1971 and august 
1972.

Morocco’s expansionism is there-
fore the root cause of the enduring 
tension in north africa and the 
main obstacle to the achievement 

of a united, prosperous, and inclusive Maghreb that 
brings together all its nations and peoples.

as expected, strong voices from the us Congress, 
civil society, and the political arena, including for-
mer us secretary of state, James a. Baker iii, have 
expressed their shock and disappointment regarding 
the attempt to trade away the self-determination of 
the people of Western sahara.

they have also called on the incoming President to 
reverse trump’s decision, which is at odds with the 
new administration’s declared pledge to recommit 
the us to multilateralism. now the question is whether 
President Joe Biden is willing to reverse trump’s deci-
sion and bring back the united states to its traditional 
position on Western sahara.

it is certain that trump’s proclamation—if main-
tained—will not change anything substantially in terms 
of the realities on the ground and the legal status of 
Western sahara that is determined by the un resolu-
tions. it will however put the united states in a rather 
difficult situation given its membership of the Group 
of friends on Western sahara and the penholder for 
MinursO.

in other words, it will not only cast doubt on u.s.’s 
neutrality vis-à-vis the question of Western sahara 
but will also raise the question of whether the united 
states could continue to play a constructive role in the 
un peace process.

for these reasons, the sahrawi people remain hope-
ful that President Biden would rescind trump’s proc-
lamation so that the united states could return to its 
traditional position on Western sahara.

the legal and political nature of the issue of West-
ern sahara as a decolonisation case is unquestionably 
clear. therefore, the question before the international 
community, in particular all peace- and justice-loving 
countries, comes down to this: do they allow the rule 
of “might makes right” to prevail in the case of West-
ern sahara, and thus allow the Moroccan military oc-
cupation of parts of the territory to continue with im-
punity, or do they defend the fundamental principles 
underpinning the existing international order and 
thus implement un resolutions on the issue?

the solution of the question of Western sahara is 
clearly defined in successive un General assembly 
and security Council resolutions, which call for a 
peaceful, just, and lasting solution that provides for 
the self-determination of the people of Western sa-
hara.

this means that no solution will prove either just or 
lasting if it does not have the consent and full support 
of the sahrawi people.

this support can only be expressed through a cred-
ible, democratic, and genuine self-determination pro-
cess that gives our people the opportunity to make 
their choice among a full range of options including 
independence.

united nations resolutions, rules of international 
law and basic democratic principles all support this 
understanding of self-determination and its imple-
mentation. it is time the international community sup-
port it, too, not only in words but also in deeds.
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By Roland Ngam

T
he united Nations environment Programme 
released a report, Making Peace with Nature: a 
scientific blueprint to tackle the climate, biodi-
versity and pollution emergencies, on 18 febru-

ary 2021, which once again implored our collective con-
science to reflect on humankind’s relentless destruction 
of the environment, and to change course.  

the report details the consequences of three inter-
linked environmental emergencies – climate crisis, bio-
diversity loss and pollution – and makes the case for col-
lective global action to at least repair some of the damage 
we have done to the environment.

at the launch of the report, uN Secretary-General 
antónio Guterres said that “governments and people 
need to understand in their very DNa that all environ-
mental, social and economic challenges are interlinked… 
and they must be tackled together”. he added that “we 
must put the health of the planet at the centre of all our 
plans and policies. the economics are clear.”

humans have visited a right royal bashing on pretty 
much every square kilometre of global real estate. We 
have dug deep into the bowels of earth and turned them 
inside out, dumped millions of litres of toxic liquid into 
rivers and aquifers and polluted the oceans with plastic. 
We didn’t stop there, no! Our destructive tendencies have 
also ventured into space where our junk orbits earth.

the prevailing social Darwinist accumulation model 
has become some sort of high altar at which we all wor-
ship in our frenetic race to what we perceive as the top.

We know how it all began. Starting from the Industrial 
revolution, humans invented fordist production lines 
and incredibly destructive fossil-energy and food re-
gimes which transformed nature into what was believed 
by prophets of eternal growth to be an inexhaustible res-
ervoir from which we could take without giving back.

We set up mines in faraway places. We invented slav-
ery and proletarianised indigenous communities that 
did not have any real connection with global financial 
systems. thus began the metabolic rift.

Deregulation (Margaret thatcher and others insisted 
“there is no alternative”) and Washington Consensus pol-
icies, driven largely by G20 countries, located production 
lines in poor countries where the most vulnerable peo-
ple live, to exploit cheap labour, with the profits invari-
ably flowing back to the global north.

the plunder has been unrelenting. the world-systems 
theory dictates that poor nations adopt exploitative laws 
and accept large-scale ecocide to become rich countries 
in their own right. too often, a sliver of the population 
gets rich while the majority inherit the externalities of 
this hara-kiri: unproductive lands, polluted waters, can-
cer, settlements in flood-prone areas, persistent poverty, 

We have to change our suicidal ways and reconcile with nature to tackle climate crises and pandemics
usual.

Last week, the state of texas, which had long ig-
nored the call to weatherise its power networks in the 
face of climate change, was completely shut down for 
days and more than four million people went with-
out power for a full week. even Cancun Cruz now 
agrees that climate change is real.

Still, it is not too late. We have long ignored the 
consequences of our actions because climate change 
played out in slow motion, but after unprecedented 
heat spells, unprecedented fires in California and 
australia, unprecedented increase in diseases and 
pandemics (ebola, Zika, MerS-COV, SarS-CoV-2, 
Covid-19), we can no longer pretend earth can heal it-
self. We must change our suicidal ways – and we must 
act together.

the Making Peace with Nature report encourages 
nations to “adopt plans and goals consistent with the 
Paris agreement for transitioning to net-zero carbon 
dioxide emissions by 2050, cutting emissions by 45% 
by 2030 compared with 2010”.

and we must “put a price on carbon, phase out 
fossil fuel finance and end fossil fuel subsidies, stop 
building new coal power plants and advance adapta-
tion and resilience to climate change”.

We need to recognise that a healthy environment 
is a basic human right. this is really the foundation of 
climate justice: people have a right to clean air, clean 
water, a clean environment, clean food and so on. 

We must understand that all plants and animals are 
important and must be protected. 

the world is a miracle and we generally do not 
spend a lot of time thinking about the billions of 
worms that turn the earth every day, the insects that 
pollinate our crops, the predators that keep certain 
populations under control, the birds that help spread 
seeds, etc.    

We must review our development models. Current 
neoliberal trickle-down policies funnel all the prof-
its to a few people and maintain the majority of the 
planet in poverty, often in unhealthy environments. 
New development models must ensure a just and 
equitable distribution of wealth. We can, for exam-
ple, break away from the GDP obsession and explore 
degrowth as a way of distributing a greater share of 
opportunities and the national cake to more people.

We have to consume less, buy more from local val-
ue chains and spend more time in nature. Smallhold-
er producers must receive more support, because 
theirs is a more sustainable type of agriculture – and 
they provide food for 70% of the world’s population. 
the onslaught against family or community-owned 
seed banks must stop.

     DM

wars…
every day, entrepreneurs in Brazil cut down more of 

the amazon to produce cheap soybeans for animals in eu-
rope and america. Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia tear 
up their forests to produce cheap coffee and palm oil for 
the world.

In africa, South africa, egypt, Morocco, Nigeria and al-
geria dump more than one trillion metric tons of carbon 
into the atmosphere every year. the oilfields of the Niger 
Delta have become wastelands as poor and marginalised 
young people set up illegal bush refineries to get in on the 
oil action which has generally benefited only the military 
top brass and the political class. the eastern Democratic 
republic of the Congo has become a killing field as armed 
groups set up shop to seize control of the cobalt trade.

What are the consequences of mass destruction of eco-
systems by man? Consider these statistics from the Mak-
ing Peace with Nature document. Since 1970:

the economy has grown fivefold and trade tenfold, the 
human population has doubled to 7.8 billion, but still 1.3 
billion are poor and 700 million go to bed hungry every 
day;

Greenhouse gas emissions have doubled;
Chemical production, waste and pollution have in-

creased;
resource use has tripled; and
humans affect three-quarters of ice-free land and two-

thirds of oceans.
unbridled human plunder of the environment further 

causes loss of carbon sinks, increased droughts, biome 
shifts, species range loss, habitat loss, biodiversity loss and 
ocean acidification.

the past five years have been the hottest on record. 
Many parts of the world have witnessed unprecedented 
natural events including floods, cyclones and droughts.

as the natural habitat of many species shrinks due to 
our insatiable appetite for raw materials and cheap food, 
we are coming into contact with more diseases and with-
out urgent action, Covid-19-style shutdowns will become 
common.

the loss of pollinators (insects, birds, animals) is threat-
ening more than $1-trillion worth of crop output. the 
malaria belt has expanded further south into South af-
rica and farmers are dealing with more crop failures than 

BEIJING

P
OVerty plagued China for thousands of 
years. through generations of struggle after 
the founding of New China in 1949, the coun-
try had lifted 700 million out of penury by 

the end of 2012.
By then, China still had nearly 100 million people 

living under the poverty line, one ninth of the world’s 
total. about 100,000 villages were yet to be connected 
by paved roads; some 4,000 villages had no access 
to electricity; and 8.3 percent of the country’s rural 
households eked out a living in ramshackle, grass-
thatched mud huts.

In November 2012, Xi Jinping became China’s top 
leader, and he inherited a mission China had striven to 
achieve for generations, which is eradicating absolute 
poverty. the Communist Party of China (CPC) aimed 
to reach the goal by the end of 2020.

“to achieve this goal, China has to lift 10 million peo-
ple out of poverty every year,” said eduardo regalado, 
senior researcher at Cuba’s International Policy re-
search Center. “that is, 20 people every minute.”

TARGETED POVERTY ALLEVIATION
at the end of 2012, Xi braved the ghastly winter 

temperatures to visit the villages of Luotuowan and 
Gujiatai, impoverished places set deep in the taihang 
Mountains of hebei Province. It was the first of a myr-
iad of inspection tours dipping into the country’s un-
derdeveloped regions for Xi as the top Chinese leader.

Chatting with villagers, Xi was particularly con-
cerned with difficulties they faced in their daily lives, 
such as problems concerning their income, food, edu-
cation and medical care.

the austere living conditions were astounding. With 
similar hardship still haunting tens of millions of im-
poverished people in rural areas, Xi knew there was 
no time to spare.

While the entire nation held its breath waiting for 
his answer, Xi’s commitment to this seemingly insur-
mountable task was never in question. he knew what 
it was like to be hungry.

“Meat would not grace our tables for months at a 
time,” Xi once said, referring to the days when he was 
sent to Liangjiahe Village in northwest China’s Shaanxi 
Province as a farmer some five decades ago. “how 
I wished to treat my fellow villagers to meat at least 
once.” from a junior local official to China’s top leader, 
Xi always held dear the wish he had made. ensuring 
the rural poor improve their lot has been his motiva-
tion all along.

reviewing the whole situation, Xi determined that 
China had entered the most difficult stage of relieving 
poverty, and the root cause of every household’s desti-
tution needed to be identified before any targeted ap-
proaches could be formulated.

It was during a visit to Shibadong Village in hunan 
Province that he proposed a targeted approach to ad-
dress poverty.

“We should seek facts from truth; guidance and de-
velopment must reflect the local conditions,” Xi said. 

Xi leads fight against poverty by the CPC Central Committee, and 
it must be fulfilled on time.

“there were only 300 days left, 
and Xi said this meeting had to be 
held as soon as possible for an-
other round of deployment and 
mobilization,” said Chen Song-
bai, deputy Party chief of Zhaojue 
County, Sichuan Province. “he had 
a very grave look on his face when 
he said it.”

although fiscal revenue was at 
a low ebb in 2020, Xi pointed out 
that funding was key to achieving 
poverty alleviation.

Instead of reducing investment, 
the central government’s spe-
cial fund for poverty reduction 
reached 146.1 billion yuan (about 
22.4 billion u.S. dollars). there was 
also a one-off supplementary injec-
tion of 30 billion yuan.

Xi’s decision recharged the cam-
paign and the whole society played 
its part. Once again, the have-nots 
knew that they would not be left 
behind under any circumstance.

Over the past eight years, the ru-
ral landscape has been completely 
reshaped. More than 9.6 million 
people suffering from intractable 
destitution have been relocated 
from uninhabitable areas. all vil-
lages in the country are connected 
to the network of paved roads. eve-
ry rural household is connected to 
the power grid. More than 100,000 
countryside schools have been ren-
ovated or rebuilt, providing tens of 
thousands of rural children with a 
chance to carve an alternative fu-
ture.

along the path to zero poverty, 
Xi made plans and decisions that 
have changed the fate of millions of 
Chinese families for the better. the 
path has been littered with bumps 
and holes, yet he held on to his 
original motivation.

“through eight years, under 
the current standard, China has 
eradicated extreme poverty for 
the nearly 100 million rural people 
affected,” Xi said in the New year 
speech that rang in 2021.

China has ended the poverty 
that plagued the country for thou-
sands of years, but it merely marks 
another beginning -- the beginning 
of more miracles yet to be worked, 
and a path toward an even brighter 
future.             Xinhua

“this is what I mean by targeted poverty al-
leviation.”

In an effort to meticulously tackle impover-
ishment in various locations, the authorities 
need to have a full grasp of the conditions on 
the ground. therefore, China launched an 
unprecedented project to compile a data-
base of every single underprivileged citizen.

In 18 months, the country had a complete 
nationwide register of its poor population. 
It was the first time in history that an all-
encompassing poverty database had been 
compiled.

“Precision poverty targeting is supporting 
the government in targeting the remaining 
poor in the last mile,” said Jim yong Kim, for-
mer president of the World Bank.

“A SOLDIER’S PLEDGE”
In November 2015, Xi led a conference on 

poverty alleviation and development, the 
largest of its kind ever held.

the heads of 22 provincial-level regions 
in the central and western parts of China 
signed liability pledges to eradicate poverty 
in their purview on time, said Liu yongfu, 
former director of the State Council Lead-
ing Group Office of Poverty alleviation and 
Development.

“Xi Jinping took a liability pledge at the 
meeting, and said it is just like a ‘soldier’s 

pledge’ and we must keep our word,” Liu 
recalled in an interview. “Should tasks not 
be finished on time, the signatory would be 
held accountable,” Xi was quoted as saying.

Xi, too, had nothing to fall back on.
the entire system was mobilized to help 

the rural indigent population, with more 
than 250,000 teams dispatched to offer on-
the-ground support and over 3 million peo-
ple sent to countryside as special commis-
sioners for poverty relief. While they have 
brought about transcendental changes for 
those in dire need of help, 1,800 of them lost 
their lives in the line of duty.

to uncover the root causes of underdevel-
opment and advise on solutions, Xi pushed 
on unabated with inspection tours, visiting 
some of the poorest places in China.

ahead of the Chinese Lunar New year in 
2018, Xi traveled 2,200 km from Beijing to 
Liangshan yi autonomous Prefecture in Si-
chuan Province to review plans for the relo-
cation of communities. eleven out of the 17 
counties in the prefecture were flagged as 
key locations in the state’s poverty allevia-
tion work.

“Not a single ethnic group, family or per-
son should be left behind,” Xi said.

Locked in rough, unforgiving moun-
tain terrain, atulie’er Village in Liangshan, 
known as the “cliff village,” was emblematic 

of how difficult it would be for the 
country to fulfill its poverty-free 
pledge. Due to the village’s isolat-
ed location, precariously perched 
with near-vertical cliffs both above 
and below, villagers had to use a se-
ries of handmade ladders to scale 
the 800-meter-high cliff. “I saw 
that children had to climb the un-
steady vine ladders on the cliff with 
no safety measures whatsoever. It 
made me feel heavyhearted and 
concerned,” Xi said.

two years later, all 344 of the cliff 
village’s former residents left the 
village in the clouds and moved 
down to safer ground.

Bidding farewell to their former 
houses, the villagers moved to 
brand-new apartments. Children 
resumed their study in bright class-
rooms, without the need to scale 
daunting cliffs on the way to class.

the village has since seen over 
100,000 visitors every year, gen-
erating substantial income for the 
locals. as tourism becomes a pil-
lar industry of the local economy, 
penury is resigned to history. at the 
end of 2019, China’s rural under-
privileged population had fallen to 
5.51 million. an end to poverty was 
within reach.

“It is difficult to recall or iden-
tify any parallel achievement,” said 
Guy ryder, director-general of the 
International Labour Organization.

SPRINTING THE LAST MILE
In early 2020, the sudden out-

break of the COVID-19 pandemic 
dealt a heavy blow to the economy 
of China and the world.

“for the first time in thirty years, 
poverty is rising,” said antonio Gu-
terres, uN secretary-general.

While most people assumed Chi-
na’s goal to lift all its people out of 
poverty by 2020 would take a back 
seat, Xi took a tougher path.

In March 2020, Xi presided over 
an unusual symposium attended 
by officials ranging from country 
leaders to local officials.

Xi stressed that lifting all rural 
residents living below the current 
poverty line out of poverty by 
2020 was a solemn promise made 

Chinese President Xi Jinping
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By Guardian Reporter

THe Food and agriculture Organisation (FaO) has said the moderate 
rains that fell in northern Kenya and southern ethiopia could allow the 
swarms present in both countries to mature and eventually lay eggs.

according to the organisation, the situation would give rise to another 
generation of breeding. 

However, the scale of spring breeding is expected to be limited because 
of ongoing control operations that continue to reduce the number of 
swarms and the likelihood of poor spring rains starting next month.

in ethiopia, immature swarms persist in Oromia (east Harerghe, arsi, 
Borena) and snnP (south Omo, Konso) regions, including southern areas 
of the Rift Valley where more swarms were reported.

in Kenya, small immature swarms are declining in northern and cen-
tral counties. Many of the highly mobile swarms continue to be reported 
many times repeatedly, leading to multiple reports of the same swarm. 

There were no new reports of swarms arriving from somalia. a few 
small swarms moved from southern Kenya to northeast Tanzania where 
they were reported near Mt. Kilimanjaro in longido district of arusha 
region and further south in Manyara region. One aircraft was deployed 
from Kenya and control operations are underway.

in somalia, hopper bands and new immature swarms continue to form 
in the northeast (Puntland). additional surveys are required in the north-
west (somaliland) where a similar situation is likely to be underway. 

The swarms that form in northern somalia are likely to disperse along 
the northern plateau, drifting west towards aysha district (somali region) 
in eastern ethiopia. a few swarms may move south towards Kenya.

The present situation in the Horn of africa differs significantly from 

FaO sees threat of 
invasion by locusts 
get worse with rain

By Guardian Reporter

UniCeF and astraZeneca this week signed 
a long-term agreement for the supply of 
COViD-19 Vaccine astraZeneca on behalf of 
the COVaX Facility.  

Through the supply agreement, UniCeF, 
along with procurement partners includ-
ing the Pan-american Health Organization 
(PaHO), will have access to up to 170 million 
doses of vaccines for around 85 countries. 

This is the third such agreement for 
COViD-19 vaccines, following previously an-
nounced agreements with Pfizer and the se-
rum institute of india. 

The astraZeneca/Oxford vaccine received 
wHO emergency Use listing (eUl) on 15 
February. 

Deliveries of the vaccine  are planned to 
begin in the first quarter of 2021, in line with 
the COVaX allocation Framework that take 
into consideration several factors includ-

ing country readiness, national regulatory 
authorizations and completed contractual 
provisions, as well as operating and supply 
considerations.   

The goal of the COVaX Facility is to en-
sure that safe, effective COViD-19 vaccines 
are rapidly available and affordable to all 
countries around the world, regardless of 
income level. 

The supply agreement will enable access 
to 170 million doses secured under the COV-

aX Facility’s advance Purchase agreement 
(aPa) with astraZeneca, which will be avail-
able throughout 2021.  

On 11 February, UniCeF announced the 
signing of an agreement with Pfizer for the 
supply of the Pfizer-BionTech COViD-19 
Vaccine through 2021, following on from 
an agreement with the serum institute of 
india to access two vaccines through tech-
nology transfer from astraZeneca which 
has been granted wHO eUl  and novavax, 

which is subject to the approval of the vac-
cine by wHO.    

The COVaX Facility, co-led by Gavi, the 
Coalition for epidemic Preparedness in-
novations (CePi) and wHO, together with 
UniCeF, aims to provide at least 2 billion 
doses of approved COViD-19 vaccines by 
the end of 2021, enabling the protection of 
frontline health care and social workers, 
as well as other high-risk and vulnerable 
groups.   

UNICEF signs COVID-19 vaccine  supply agreement with AstraZeneca

one year ago.  The current swarms 
are smaller in size and less numer-
ous. so far, the swarms have not 
matured or laid eggs. Very little 
rain has fallen since the end of the 
short rains last year. intensive aer-
ial control operations, supported 
by ground teams, are well-estab-

lished and making good progress 
in reducing locust infestations.

a few adult groups and small 
swarms are forming on the Red sea 
coastal plains in sudan and eritrea. 
in yemen, low numbers of solitari-
ous adults persist along the Red 
sea coastal plains. 

in saudi arabia, hopper bands 
are present and groups of imma-
ture adults are forming on the 
northern Red sea coast. 

an increasing number of mature 
adult groups and a few swarms are 
laying eggs in the interior between 
Riyadh and Hail where hatching is 

expected to start in early March. 
although intensive control oper-

ations are in progress, a few groups 
have nearly reached the Persian 
Gulf and could reach Kuwait and 
the coastal plains in southwest iran 
during periods of south-westerly 
winds.

MAPUTO

anOTHeR 86 dolphins were found dead 
on February 24 on an island off the coast 
of the southern african nation of Mozam-
bique, the cause still unknown, the coun-
try’s environment ministry said.

Dolphins had already been discovered 
dead on February 21 at the same location, 
and a total of 111 marine mammals have 
been found by the authorities.

“The team from Bazaruto archipelago 
national Park in inhambane province 

found 86 lifeless dolphins on the west coast 
of Bazaruto island,” a ministry statement 
said. 

The archipelago is located in the Mozam-
bique Channel, between the Mozambican 
coast and Madagascar.

an investigation is underway to deter-
mine the cause of their deaths, with re-
searchers not finding any injuries or suspi-
cious substances in their digestive systems, 
the authorities said.

The protected waters of the national 
park are home to dolphins, whales and 

dugongs in addition to 180 species of birds, 
among other animals.

By Guardian Correspondent

CliMaTe services are vital tools for decision makers addressing climate 
change in developing countries, according to a new study published by the 
journal Risk analysis.

The research finds that science-based seasonal forecasts and accompany-
ing materials can support climate risk management in agriculture, health, 
water management, energy, and disaster risk reduction.

But in east africa, natural resource managers have been slow to use cli-
mate information services, partly because they are difficult to understand 
and may not feel relevant for their local planning purposes.

The study suggests that one way to encourage policymakers in east africa 
to use climate services more often is to appeal to the motivational factors 
that influence their professional actions on climate change.

Researchers at the University of Cape Town found that experience with 
extreme weather events and social norms -- external expectations of how 
one is supposed to feel, behave, or think in particular situations -- may play 
important roles in motivating professional action on climate change.

 “Based on our results, aligning climate services with social norms could 
offer low-hanging fruit for designing more effective climate services inter-
ventions,” says climate scientist anna steynor, head of climate services at the 
Climate system analysis Group, University of Cape Town.

 For example, messages such as “80 percent of urban planning profession-
als are using climate information in their planning” could highlight the use 
of climate information among policy planners and, therefore, encourage the 
use of climate services by those who aren’t currently utilizing them.

Between september 2018 and January 2019, the team conducted struc-
tured surveys of 474 “policy decision influencers” in five east african coun-
tries: ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. The majority of re-
spondents (71 percent) were employed by national and local government 
ministries. Others worked for trade unions, international development agen-
cies, non-governmental organizations, research organizations, and the pri-

what motivates natural 
resource policymakers  
in africa to take action 
on changes in climate?

vate sector.
all of the respondents were involved in some 

way with natural resource management. “These 
individuals are an important community because 
they are an accessible group for introducing adap-
tation-oriented interventions and are in a position 
of leadership to drive social adaptations around 
climate change,” the authors write.

The participants were asked if they had taken 
general action, as part of their job activities, to 
prepare for the impacts of climate change. Three 
items on the survey assessed overall worry about 
climate change, as risk perceptions have been 
shown to underlie action on climate change. 

Other questions were designed to gauge obser-

vance of social norms, personal values, psycholog-
ical closeness to climate change, and experience 
of extreme weather events. Questions related to 
psychological closeness pertained to whether 
participants felt that climate change would have a 
big impact on them now, personally and on their 
community.

The results were statistically analyzed using 
structural equation modeling in order to con-
struct a conceptual explanatory model for pro-
fessional action. The resulting causal model il-
lustrates the important role that social norms, 
psychological closeness to climate change, and 
experience of extreme events play in motivating 
action. it also elucidates the cascading effects of 

variables such as age, gender, education and per-
sonal values on action.

“Our model provides a framework for prioritiz-
ing the different factors that motivate adaptation 
action,” says steynor. “we hope it will prompt fur-
ther research on individual climate change action 
and encourage behavioral change among policy 
decision influencers in africa.”

The society for Risk analysis is a multidiscipli-
nary, interdisciplinary, scholarly, international 
society that provides an open forum for all those 
interested in risk analysis. sRa was established in 
1980 and has published Risk analysis: an interna-
tional Journal, the leading scholarly journal in the 
field, continuously since 1981.

 86 dolphins found dead  off Mozambique -  govt

The team from Bazaruto 
Archipelago National 
Park in Inhambane prov-
ince found 86 lifeless dol-
phins on the west coast of 
Bazaruto Island
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By E. Tammy Kim

W
hat does this mean for your staff in 
Yangon? You have about thirty peo-
ple who work in your newsroom. are 
they okay? 

two days before the coup, we wrote a story that, 
within seventy-two hours, there would be a huge politi-
cal storm. It was written on the morning of January 28. 
I had already evacuated the newsroom. still, nobody 
thought the coup was completely likely because the 
power-sharing government has been a military-orches-
trated political framework. they retained so much pow-
er economically; they don’t need to obey anyone. they 
committed massacres of the rohingya in the rakhine 
state and detained all these journalists, and then they 
released all the soldiers and officers accused of commit-
ting executions.

the military is so powerful, so why stage a coup? 
some of my friends even cited political theorist Larry 
Diamond: in a transitional democracy, if there is a coup, 
that coup is never initiated by the leaders of the army; 
that coup is initiated by mid-level officers.

I said: “We cannot resort to theories when we have 
dictators who don’t think in a logical way like we do. 
they can do anything.” 

so when you told your newsroom to close down, 
since you were not in the country anymore, where 
did your reporters go? Did you give them instruc-
tions?

even though I foresaw the coup, I did not foresee 
the brutal way it would be launched. so before the 
coup, they all stayed in their houses, and then, within 
five hours of the coup, I ordered all my colleagues 
to leave their houses and stay somewhere with their 
families or their friends.

Half of the team did not want to accept my idea 
because they were as equally outraged as members 
of the public. “Why should we leave? We’ve got to do 
what we’ve got to do.” If I worked in Yangon, I would 
not have shut down the newsroom. I would not have 
asked them to flee. I would have kept operating the 
newsroom, no matter what the consequences. But 
since I was out of the danger zone, I had the moral 
obligation to take precautionary measures.

It has now been almost a week since the coup 
began, and a lot of Burmese people have been out 
to protests, the medical university has threatened 
to strike, the teachers are involved, public sector 
workers, miners are involved. What do you think 
about the protests and the uprising from the peo-
ple of Myanmar?

there is so much anger about what has transpired 
during the past week. We have developed so much 
anger and animosity towards the military. But the 
level and nature of the anger this time around is dif-
ferent because people have tasted democracy and 
liberty. No matter how it is flawed, no matter how it 
is limited in its nature and philosophy, people have 
tasted it. It was so delicious to all these people who 
languished in military rule.

even people who are twenty-five or in their thirties 
have experienced two entirely different political sys-
tems: military dictatorship and democracy. also, it’s 
very clear that the NLD won the election. the NLD 
has remained the most popular political party not be-
cause of aung san suu Kyi’s charisma, not because of 
their performance in government, but because there 
is no rival.

If I were in my country, I wouldn’t have wanted to 
cast a ballot for the NLD. the NLD has let us down 
time and time again. I’ve felt that they’ve never done 
enough to improve human rights and democratic val-
ues, using all the resources at their disposal during 
the past ten years. Particularly the rohingya issue. It’s 
not just the rohingya. We as members of humanity 
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have to fight for their rights. 

Do you think the protests will make a 
difference against the coup?

I don’t think so at all. the military knew 
how to deal with these protests, how to deal 
with public opposition. they have already 
started big-time information and psycho-
logical warfare against the public. they 
have cut off all the internet. Yesterday, the 
vigilante groups hired by the military went 
around a neighbourhood in trucks saying 
aung san suu Kyi was already released. 
People flooded the streets to celebrate the 
rumour of the release; they lit firecrackers. 
so I’m not hopeful about these ongoing pro-
tests, even though I congratulate the peo-
ple, even though I feel emotional about the 
bravery of the youth.  

What about the fact that we’re still in 
the middle of Covid-19? how is the mili-
tary using that? I saw that their excuse 
for arresting the president was that he 
had campaigned in violation of Covid-19 
guidelines. Is the military taking advan-
tage of Covid-19 to stage the coup right 
now?

I’m not sure about that. I believe that, with 
or without Covid-19, they would have done it 
anyway. this was premeditated.

What about the influence of China and rus-
sia? early in January, there were military and 
high-level foreign-ministry visits from China 
and russia to Myanmar. and China and rus-
sia have blocked the condemnation of Myan-
mar’s killing of rohingya people in rakhine. 
Do you feel that these countries have been 
encouraging authoritarianism in Myanmar?

My gut feeling is that China is the most re-
sponsible entity for the coup in Myanmar. 
We had coups in 1962 and 1988, but China’s 
influence on Myanmar was not very strong. 
actually, the Myanmar military was fighting 
against the communists, who were supported 

by Beijing. But after 1988, the military generals 
in Myanmar have had no choice but to turn 
to China for all the support they need – eco-
nomic support, political support – and then 
the ethnic armed groups around the border 
have grown.

there’s a lot of influence from China on the 
military in many ways. What the military has 
done is, they started colluding with China – a 
lot of businesses and also at a personal and 
government level.

the Burmese generals became sharehold-
ers in Chinese companies. China struck suc-
cessful business deals with the military before 
the political transition. We have the contro-
versial biggest copper mine in Myanmar: that 
deal was done before the transition. they 
signed a contract to build a huge hydropow-
er dam in the northern part of the country, 
which has been delayed until now.

the Chinese government proposed con-
struction of an oil-and-gas pipeline. and 
the Chinese proposed the construction 
of railways and bus lines allowing for this 
oil-and-gas pipeline.

During the Obama administration, 
the US was much more involved in My-
anmar. During the trump administra-
tion, the State Department was not re-
ally active. Do you think that the trump 
administration’s neglect of Southeast 
asia led Myanmar and the military to 
get much closer to China?

I don’t think so. Democratic forces have 
felt very discouraged by trump’s pa-
thetic diplomacy towards asia in general 
but, with or without trump, the military 
would have done it anyway.

I’m curious about the relationship be-
tween protesters in Myanmar and those in 
thailand. there’s a lot of overlap, as seen 
most visibly in photographs of people 
raising the three-finger salute. It seems 
like there has been a lot of exchange.

One sure thing is that the thai military 
learned something from Myanmar’s politi-
cal transition, a militarily guided transi-
tion. they were inspired by the military 
generals in Nay Pyi taw. they launched 
a coup – they concocted a constitution of 
their own, which gave them a lot of lever-
age. and I think the Burmese generals got 
inspired again by their thai counterparts.

there’s a complementary process going 
on. there was a small protest in front of 
the Burmese embassy in Bangkok a few 
days after the coup, and then Prayut (Chan-
o-cha), the prime minister, came out saying 
that the media should not inflame the anger 
or something like that. He was basically pro-
tecting his counterpart in Nay Pyi taw.

Do you have thoughts on January 6 in 
the US? here, we called that an attempted 
coup. People were frightened. 

I already had a clear analysis of what was 
going to happen in Nay Pyi taw, in Myanmar, 
so I felt very emotional about what was hap-
pening at the us Capitol on January 6. I felt 
that we were going to see the resilience and 
the strength of the us’s democratic institu-
tions in resisting this lunatic president who 
wanted to be a dictator. If this were not the us, 
if you did not have all these institutions made 
over the centuries, the man who wanted to be 
dictator – he would not incite a mob; he would 

send soldiers. and then I saw the soldiers in my own home country.
It sounds like you’re very pessimistic about the next few months. What 

do you think is going to happen in terms of journalism? What is the respon-
sibility of journalists in Myanmar, and outside Myanmar, to keep track of 
what’s happening? to inform the public of what the military is doing, espe-
cially with the cutoff of internet and phones?

We will have to follow not just the political events, but our entire focus 
must be on the brutal injustices waiting to happen. also, the international 
community, we have to scramble to find out what leverage we can use to 
support –emotionally, psychologically, or physically – people who are op-
pressed, and also to punish those individuals torturing their own citizens.

at the same time the military uses a lot of psychological warfare tactics 
to divide the public, we can’t be like: “Oh, let’s do neutral reporting” or “all 
sides are to blame.” sometimes we forget about the need to do critical re-
porting in the proper context. 

What are you going to do at Myanmar Now? Your newsroom is in 
hiding. a lot of people are on the run. how do you operate a news-
room in these conditions? 

Half of the team is now back at work. they are going out from their hide-
outs to cover the protests. It would be a shame if we missed the entire pub-
lic opposition. It would be psychologically devastating to all of us – we’d feel 
very irresponsible – so I have put half the team back at work. But, still, we’re 
in disarray. they’re still grappling with the trauma of the coup.

I’m talking with our donors about whether there’s a possibility of setting 
up the newsroom in a neighbouring country. Many journalistic colleagues 
won’t want to work for a newsroom in Myanmar. they will have to accom-
modate the junta; they will have to adjust their coverage to the reality of 
military rule. there will be a lot of injustices, tonnes of stories to cover.

 
•	 A	CJR	dispatch.	E.	Tammy	Kim	is	a	freelance	reporter	and	es-

sayist	whose	writing	has	appeared	in	The	New	Yorker,	the	New	York	
Review	of	Books,	the	New	York	Times,	and	many	other	publications.

By Chang Biluo, He Yong

C
HINa’s catering sector saw about 821 billion 
yuan (about $126.6 billion) in the combined 
sales of key retail and catering enterprises dur-
ing the weeklong spring festival holiday that 

lasted from feb. 11 to 17, marking a year-on-year growth 
of 28.7 percent from the same period last year, according 
to data released by the country’s Ministry of Commerce 
(MOC) on Wednesday.

While strictly implementing epidemic prevention and 
control measures, catering enterprises have proactively 
enriched and upgraded their menus and innovated on-
line and offline business models during this year’s spring 
festival, also known as the Chinese Lunar New Year.

at the same time, food delivery service providers have 
made active efforts to respond to the needs of catering 
enterprises and constantly improve the quality of their 
services.

through joint efforts and efficient coordination, cater-
ing companies and food delivery service providers in 
China managed to provide consumers with customized, 
diversified, and high-quality catering services during the 
spring festival holiday, a traditional peak season for ca-
tering consumption in China.

a restaurant named “Lao Chongqing” in southwest 
China’s Chongqing municipality enjoyed brisk business 
during the recently-concluded spring festival holiday. 
festively decorated by red lanterns and an eye-catching 
large poster, the restaurant witnessed its busiest period 
of the year in the past week, with customers keeping 
coming in even after lunchtime on the first day of the 
Chinese Lunar New Year.

“We launched New Year’s eve dinner delivery service 
this year. there is a lot of work to do,” Chen Cong, owner 
of the restaurant, said with a smile, adding that they man-
aged to guarantee high-quality services and strict anti-
epidemic measures amid the busy work.

Sales of China’s catering sector exceed 800 bln yuan during Spring Festival holiday
every staff member of the restaurant must 

go through a morning check before entering 
the lobby of the restaurant, Chen pointed out, 
explaining that staff members have their body 
temperatures measured, report their travel re-
cords, and get disinfected during the check. ac-
cording to Chen, he and his employees would 
clean and disinfect the restaurant for several 
times a day.

“I just ordered New Year’s eve dinner, and 
I’m going to wait for it at home,” said a man sur-
named Liu delightedly. Liu was thrilled to find 
out that he could order New Year’s eve dinner, 
or the family reunion dinner, for two after visit-
ing the restaurant, as he was worried that res-
taurants only provide meals for large groups.

Liu and his wife are not natives of Chong-
qing, yet they chose to stay rather than return-
ing to their hometown during the holiday, in 
response to the call of the country for people 
to stay put during the spring festival holiday to 
prevent COVID-19 spread.

Besides delivering New Year’s eve dinner 
to people’s homes, some restaurants even 
launched the service that allows people to 
have cooks prepare dishes they ordered at 
their own kitchens.

the fact that many people chose to stay put 
during the spring festival holiday has added 
to the popularity of catering businesses, espe-
cially food delivery platforms, in the country.

Data from China’s popular online food deliv-
ery platform Meituan Dianping indicated that 
the platform saw 200 percent more searches 
for New Year’s eve dinner-related information 
since Jan. 15 than that found in the same period 
last year, and that restaurants have made great 
efforts to prepare New Year’s eve dinner sets 

that can be delivered to consumers.
“unlike previous years, many restaurants 

have been open during this year’s spring fes-
tival. according to our statistics, nearly 70 
percent of the restaurants across the country 
have been open in the period,” an executive of 
Meituan Dianping told the People’s Daily.

“I didn’t expect to deliver more than 40 or-
ders on the Chinese Lunar New Year’s eve, 
which was almost the same as that I usually 
handle within one day,” said Li Mingming, a 
30-year-old food delivery man of Meituan Di-
anping. the man chose to stick to his post at 
a branch of Meituan Dianping in Wangjing 
neighborhood in Chaoyang district of Beijing 
during this year’s spring festival holiday.

although people who chose to stay put dur-
ing the holiday couldn’t reunite with their fam-
ily and have meals together, many of them pre-
pared New Year’s eve dinner for themselves 
with the help of food delivery platforms.

On the Chinese Lunar New Year’s eve, the 
number of online orders for food delivery 
services surged by 70 percent year on year, 
while popular catering brands witnessed an 
82-percent sharp rise in sales of takeout food, 
as shown by data from Meituan Dianping.

semi-finished and small servings of New 
Year’s eve dinner sets have become hot topics 
during the spring festival holiday, when some 
catering enterprises launched New Year’s eve 
dinner sets for one.

unlike traditional offline New Year’s eve 
dinner, which features lively atmosphere, 
New Year’s eve dinner sets offered via online 
platforms won favor with consumers for their 
smaller servings and daintiness.

   People’s	Daily
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NAIROBI
PARLIAMENT will enlarge the debt 

ceiling currently set at Sh9 trillion to 
accommodate Treasury’s borrowing 
for development spending, Majority 
Leader Amos Kimunya has said.

Mr Kimunya said the National As-
sembly will look at the reasons be-
hind the Treasury’s proposal to in-
crease the statutory debt ceiling and 
act accordingly once the request is 
tabled in the House.

“We don’t want debt to rise but 
Kenyans want development. We will 
look at the Treasury proposals and 

if it is for raising money for develop-
ment, we have no problem even if 
they want the ceiling set at Sh20 tril-
lion,” Mr Kimunya said.

“We will look at the merit and de-
merits on what the budget needs to 
adhere and not the limit or ceiling. 
I have been there (Treasury) and I 
know,” Mr Kimunya said.

The Treasury is seeking Parlia-
ment’s nod to raise the debt ceiling 
to accommodate gaps in its expendi-
ture needs amid underperforming 
tax collections.

The Treasury disclosed in the 

MPs to raise 
Sh9trn debt 
cap for extra 
borrowing

Medium Term Debt Management 
Strategy 2021 that it will be tabling 
changes to the Public Finance Man-
agement law for approval by legisla-
tors in the near future to raise the 
cap on debt, without disclosing the 
fresh limit it is looking at.

The ceiling was last raised from 
Sh6 trillion in 2019, reflecting grow-
ing borrowing due to gaping budget 
deficits and investments in infra-
structure projects like roads.

“The formulation of this strategy 

has been on a background of public 
debt stock fast approaching the stat-
utory ceiling of Sh9 trillion set out 
in the Public Finance Management 
Act, 2012,” Treasury officials wrote 
in the debt strategy paper for the 
next three years.

“As a result, the implementation 
of this strategy may require the revi-
sion of the debt ceiling through the 
amendment of the PFM Act based 
on future borrowing requirements.”

Public debt crossed Sh7.28 billion 

last December, an equivalent of 65.6 
per cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP), from Sh6.01 trillion or 58.0 
per cent of GDP a year earlier, Treas-
ury data shows.

Treasury earlier projected total 
public debt will hit Sh7.66 trillion 
by end of the current financial year 
in June from Sh6.69 trillion a year 
earlier, but rise to Sh8.59 trillion 
in June 2022 and Sh9.37 trillion by 
mid 2023. Addressing a news con-
ference at his Parliament office 

over the next phase of the Building 
Bridges Initiative’s (BBI) Constitu-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2020, Mr Ki-
munya said Kenya will have to rely 
on borrowing since domestic taxes 
are not enough to implement devel-
opment projects.

Japan has taken a huge debt to 
develop and so long as the loan is 
directed to development, there is 
nothing wrong to borrow up to 60 
per cent of our GDP,” Mr Kimunya 
said.

NAIROBI

KENYA’s data centre market 
has a new suitor after Europe-
based IXAfrica launched plans 
to build its ‘Africa Campus’ in 
Nairobi.

IXAfrica chairman Guy Will-
ner said they had chosen Nai-
robi as their regional expansion 
Launchpad targeting partner-
ships with tech entrepreneurs 
that are helping to onboard local 
and regional firms into the pa-
perless and automated regime.

“We are launching a major in-
ternet infrastructure project in 
Nairobi that will provide access 
to data centre and networks 
providing on-campus offices 
and facilities thereby enabling 
new tech businesses to thrive.”

Without disclosing the cost 
of the investment, Mr Willner 
who earlier co-owned IXEurope 
that was later sold off for Sh60.8 
billion(555 million USD) after 
which he resolved to concen-
trate on launching datacenters 
in emerging markets, especially 
Africa.

IXAfrica data centres, he said, 
which are designed to accom-
modate modern high-load serv-

ers and infrastructure for ultra-
dense computing will ride on 
the most energy-efficient and 
engineering solutions largely 
based on green technology ini-
tiatives.

“Alongside sustainability, data 
sovereignty is also a major issue 
across the planet and IXAfrica’s 
new hyperscale-ready campus 
will allow companies to fully 
comply with privacy and locali-
sation laws while providing the 
fastest, lowest latency access 
possible to the region’s over 300 
million population,” he said.

IXAfrica is to be located with-
in Nairobi’s central business dis-
trict 1.2km from Kenya’s main 
telecoms access node.

“We believe our ambitious pro-
ject will allow both enterprises 
and government to further har-
ness technology to help create a 
greener future. Our team mem-
bers each have twenty years of 
experience in the data centre in-
dustry and this, combined with 
strong investor support of our 
many international clients and 
partners give us grounds to be 
confident,” he said.

Data centre business contin-
ues to gain coinage across Kenya 

with banks, telcos, learning insti-
tutions as well as governments 
signing business partnerships to 
entrench use of cloud services 

for their business processes.
This allows firms to concen-

trate on their core business 
while allowing data centre oper-

ators to man their servers onsite 
or remotely while ensuring their 
platforms are not only available 
round the clock but also secure.

Tech firm to set up regional data hub in Nairobi

Kenya’s Parliament buildings in Nairobi. File Photo.

JOHANESBURG
THE World Bank’s  International  Finance C or-

porat ion ( IFC )  has  snapped up 16 percent  of  the 
US$620 -mil l ion bond i ssu ance by Liquid Tele -
com,  which according to  rat ings  agenc y,  Fi tch,  i s 
fac ing r i sks  emanating from re gional  uncer t ain-
t ies  -  but  i s  on course for  steady revenue perfor-
mance.

The 16  percent  represents  about  US$100 -
mil l ion of  the bond i ssue by Liquid –  which has 
broadband and f ibre net works in  about  13  Afr i -
c an countr ies ,  with operat ions in  Kenya,  South 
Afr ic a ,  Z ambia and Zimbabwe,  among others .

The Liquid Telecom long-term paper was l i sted 
on Ireland’s  main exchange,  Euronext  Dublin on 
Thursday.

Liquid wil l  use funds from the bond i ssue to  re -
f inance exi st ing debt  instruments  and to  unlock 
more funds to  expand i ts  broadband internet , 
digi t al  and cloud ser vices  ac ross  Afr ic a

Liquid Telecom Group CEO Nick Rudnick em-
phasi sed that  there are “great  oppor tunit ies” 
for  the company “to  address  under developed 
telecommunic at ions and internet  access”  ac ross 
many par ts  of  Afr ic a  that  are  lag ging behind.

“Our ref inance enables  us  to  continue to  invest 
in  the Afr ic an digit al  eco - system including dr iv-
ing penetrat ion of  digi t al  and Cloud-based ser-
vices  to  businesses  who may not  previously  have 
had the resources  to  benefi t  from them,”  he said.

Much has  been said about  the upside potential 
to  boost  internet  access  in  Afr ic a ,  with the cost 
of  gadgets  and infrastruc ture deployment c i ted 
as  the main chal lenges,  espec ial ly  in  rural  areas . 
The IFC i s  looking to  br idge these hindrances 
through invest ing in  pr ivate  sec tor  led init iat ives 
to  boost  internet  connec tivi t y. 

The corporat ion’s  COO Stephanie von Fr iede -
burg said the best  approach to  ensuring much-
needed internet  access  for  ever yone in  Afr ic a  “ i s 
to  invest  in  digi t al  infrastruc ture”  development .

“Our investment  in  the Liquid Telecom bond 
wil l  help the company free up c apit al  to  fur ther 
expand broadband access  ac ross  Afr ic a ,”  she 
said.

However,  weak operat ing and volat i le  re gulato -
r y  environments  in  key Afr ic an markets  such as 
South Afr ic a  and Zimbabwe presents  uncer t aint y 
for  Liquid Telecom, said Fitch rat ings  agenc y ear-
l ier  thi s  week .

I t  c i ted currenc y volat i l i t y  in  South Afr ic a , 
the holding up of  about  US$30 -mil l ion in  c ash 
in  Zimbabwe,  a  countr y fac ing foreign currenc y 
chal lenges  and a  “mi smatch bet ween c ash f low 
and debt  ( that)  could lead to  some volat i l i t y ”  as 
the major  r i sk  fac tors  for  the company.

Fitch Ratings  agenc y nonetheless  puts  Liquid 
in  posit ion for  healthy recover y of  revenue as 
Afr ic an markets  lean on dat a  adoption and en-
hancement as  a  way of  adapting to  the post - COV-
ID -19 pandemic.

“South Afr ic a  remains a  key contr ibutor  to 
the group’s  revenue while  the rest  i s  generated 
in  countr ies  such as  Kenya,  Z ambia and Zimba-
bwe,  which have weak operat ing environments . 
Re gulator y uncer t aint y  in  these jur i sdic t ions c an 
have a  ne gative impac t  on Liquid Telecom,”  said 
Fitch in  a  22 Febru ar y rat ings  write -up on the 
company.

IFC subscribes 
to 16pc of Liquid 
Telecom’s US$620 
million bond issue

Nairobi City skyline. File Photo.

ADDIS ABABA

EAST Africa is the global leader 
in mobile money services, ac-
cording to a new report released 
by the African Union Commission 
(AUC) and the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD).

According to the report, Af-
rica’s Development Dynamics 
2021 the region has the highest 
mobile money penetration rate 
in the world currently standing 
at 1, 106 registered mobile money 
accounts for every 1, 000 adults. 
This is compared to 600 for the 
whole of Africa, 533 for Asia and 
245 for Latin America and Carib-
bean. Additionally, in East Africa 
most adult subscribers own more 
than one mobile account.

Research shows that in 2018, 
Africa had over 300 million mo-
bile money accounts - more than 
any other continent - and that 
today there are more than 500 
companies providing technology-
enabled innovations in financial 
services in the region.

The report lists several East 
Africa member states, including 
Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya and Tan-
zania, that it says lead globally in 
mobile money transactions main-

ly because policymakers and reg-
ulators took on the risk to invest 
early in innovation and this has 
made the financial sector more 
inclusive.

Mobile money innovation is 
identified as a key enabler and 
driver of digital innovation and 
adoption, leading to increased 
productivity and job creation in 
key sectors such as healthcare, 
education and agriculture. It ref-
erences the rise of start-up com-
panies and their impact on these 
sectors. An excerpt from the 
report reads: “They are turning 
digital technologies and Africa’s 
specific needs to their advantage 
to deploy fast-growing business 
models. For example, Kobo360, a 
Nigerian startup founded in 2017, 
is looking to revolutionise the 
country’s domestic transport and 
logistics sector as well as to link 
Nigerian farmers with buyers all 
over the world.”

AUC chairperson Moussa Faki 
Mahamat said: “The AUC and 
OECD are committed to support-
ing their members’ to make the 
digital transformation a vector 
of sustainable human, economic 
and social progress on the conti-
nent.”

AU: East Africa leads globally in mobile money services
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Stock markets roiled by 
whiplash in global bonds

LONDON

GLOBAL stocks fell yesterday, 
with Asian shares down by the 
most in nine months, as a rout in 
global bond markets sent yields 
flying and spooked investors 
amid fears the heavy losses suf-
fered could trigger distressed sell-
ing in other assets.

MSCI’s Emerging Markets equi-
ty index suffered its biggest daily 
drop in nearly 10 months and was 
2.7 percent lower, while European 
shares opened in the red, with the 
STOXX 600 down 0.7 percent, re-
covering from heavier losses ear-
lier in the session.

The MSCI world equity index, 
which tracks shares in 50 coun-
tries, was 0.9 percent lower and 
heading for its worst week in a 
month.

Asia saw the heaviest selling, 
with MSCI’s broadest index of 
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan 
sliding more than 3 percent to a 
one-month low, its steepest one-
day percentage loss since May 
2020.

For the week the index is down 
more than 5 percent, its worst 
weekly showing since March last 
year when the coronavirus pan-
demic had sparked fears of a glob-
al recession.

“It is not the beginning of a cor-
rection in equities, more a logical 
consolidation as price to earn-
ings ratios were excessive,” said 
Francois Savary, chief investment 
officer at Swiss wealth manager 
Prime Partners.

“What is reassuring is that 
Q4 2020 earnings were good 
and earnings per share supris-
ingly good and that means down 
the road we should get back to 
growth.”

The scale of the sell-off prompt-

ed Australia’s central bank to 
launch a surprise bond buying 
operation to try and staunch the 
bleeding.

The European Central Bank 
is monitoring the recent surge 
in government bond borrowing 
costs but will not try to control the 
yield curve, ECB chief economist 
Philip Lane told a Spanish news-
paper.

On Friday 10-year German gov-
ernment bond yields were down 
nearly 4 basis points at -0.267 
percent and French and Austrian 
bonds were back in negative terri-
tory. Yields on the 10-year Treas-
ury note eased back to 1.4530 per-
cent from a one-year high of 1.614 
percen5t on Thursday.

“Bond yields could still go 
higher in the short term though 
as bond selling begets more bond 
selling,” said Shane Oliver, head of 
investment strategy at AMP.

“The longer this continues the 
greater the risk of a more severe 
correction in share markets if 
earnings upgrades struggle to 
keep up with the rise in bond 
yields.”

Markets were hedging the risk 
of an earlier rate hike from the 
Federal Reserve, even though of-
ficials this week vowed any move 
was long in the future.

Fed fund futures are now al-
most fully priced for a rise to 0.25 
percent by January 2023, while 
Eurodollars have it discounted 
for June 2022. Even the thought 
of an eventual end to super-cheap 
money sent shivers through glob-
al stock markets, which have been 
regularly hitting record highs and 
stretching valuations.

“The fixed income rout is shift-
ing into a more lethal phase for 
risky assets,” says Damien Mc-
Colough, Westpac’s head of rates 

TOKYO 

NISSAN Motor Co said 
on Friday it  has reached a 
breakthrough in achieving a 
50 percent thermal efficien-
cy with its in-development 
e-POWER hybrid technol-
ogy, which could lead to 
a further reduction of car 
CO2 emissions.

This new thermal efficien-
cy level would improve fuel 
consumption by 25 percent 

over the 40 percent ther-
mal efficiency level in the 
upcoming e-POWER engine, 
the company said.

“Nissan’s latest approach 
to engine development has 
raised the bar to world-
leading levels,  accelerating 
past the current auto in-
dustry average range of 40 
percent thermal efficiency, 
making it  possible to even 
further reduce vehicle CO2 
emissions,” the company 

said in a statement.
Nissan did not disclose 

when the e-POWER technol-
ogy with 50 percent ther-
mal efficiency would be 
launched.

Toshihiro Hirai,  senior 
vice president of the pow-
ertrain and EV engineering 
division at Nissan, told re-
porters on Friday that the 
automaker is maximising 
the thermal efficiency of e-
POWER in order to reduce 

CO2 emissions while driv-
ing.

The e-POWER, first intro-
duced in Japan in 2016, uses 
a gasoline engine to charge 
a battery that powers the 
vehicle.

“It took 50 years to in-
crease thermal efficiency 
(of conventional engines) 
from 30 percent to 40 per-
cent,” Hirai said.

“But with e-POWER, we 
can increase it  to 50 per-

cent in several years.  That 
has been the target for the 
engineering community,” 
he said, describing that 
level as the “ultimate, chal-
lenging goal”.

To achieve this,  Nissan 
said it  strengthened in-cyl-
inder gas flow and ignition, 
which burns a more diluted 
air-fuel mixture at a high 
compression ratio.

“Without building up 
these fundamental technol-

ogies, we are unable to at-
tain carbon neutrality,” said 
Hirai.

The automaker said last 
month that all  of its new 
models in key markets 
would be electrified by the 
early 2030s to achieve car-
bon neutrality by 2050. Nis-
san has also said it  expects 
sales of more than one mil-
lion electrified vehicles per 
year by the end of fiscal 
2023.

Nissan makes breakthrough with engine in reducing CO2 emissions

Hedge funds 
worry about 
market fallout 
from Tesla

NEW YORK

SOME Hedge fund managers are getting con-
cerned about the money that has flooded into 
high-flying stocks like Tesla and the popular ARK 
fund as bond yields spike and growth stocks take 
a hit.

The popularity of stocks like Tesla helped Cathie 
Wood’s $26.6 billion ARK Innovation ETF become 
the top-performing actively managed U.S. equity 
fund tracked by Morningstar last year.

But even as shares of Tesla plunged this week 
and Wood’s fund fell, she increased the fund’s 
bet on the automaker. The ARK Innovation ETF is 
down 15 percent this week and Tesla is down 13 
percent, along with declines in other high-flying 
technology stocks.

Growth names have been hit by higher bond 
yields while assets like bitcoin that have bubbled 
up have also pulled back. Tesla was also hurt by a 
report of a temporary factory closure.Wood’s fund 
also owns a number of internet, social media and 
technology names, such as Twitter and Snap.

“ARK believes that this week, which has had 
significant volume, multiple standard deviations 
above average, has shown that the ETF structure 
and markets work, providing ample liquidity and 
tight spreads,” Tom Staudt, ARK’s chief operating 
officer told Reuters via email. Still, some investors 
have concerns.

“Cathie Wood runs a very high-risk, high-beta 
tech portfolio, and to load up on Tesla right off 
its highs seems a little premature,” said Peter Bor-
tel, general partner at Bortel Investment Manage-
ment, who said he put a short position on Tesla on 
Wednesday.

“I’ve been meditating on the short for the last 
couple of weeks,” Bortel added.

Investors yanked $465 million from Ark Innova-
tion on Monday, according to Refinitiv data. More 
such redemptions would prompt Wood’s fund to 
sell liquid holdings to manage the squeeze in the 
near-term before looking to unwind its illiquid 
holdings.

“I do worry that funds like ARK could be forced 
to sell, devastating certain stocks where they are a 
big holder,” said Rob Romero, portfolio manager at 
Connective Capital, based in California.

Spiking bond yields, which saw 10-year Treasury 
note yields touching the highest level in a year at 
1.614 percent, are causing particular pain for high-
growth names. The S&P 500 technology sector, 
among the sectors that powered the market’s rally 
in 2020, is down 4.5 percent this week.

David Greenwald, associate portfolio manager at 
Toronto-based Waratah Capital Advisors, said his 
firm has been “broadly cautious” of high-momen-
tum technology stocks given the rapid increase in 
Treasury yields year-to-date.

Growth stocks like technology with longer dura-
tion cash flows can be sensitive to rising yields as 
those flows are discounted at higher rates.

“Many of these momentum stocks trade at valu-
ation levels well above historical norms, which 
have been justified by the low-rate environment,” 
said Greenwald. “To the extent rates continue to 
rise, we would expect these stocks to continue to 
underperform the broader market.”

Andy Pauly, managing partner at Warwick In-
vestment Management, said “rapidly growing com-
panies that are being priced on cash flows 10-20 
years in the future are vulnerable to rising yields.”

That has been seen in the sharp divergence be-
tween growth and value stocks this year with the 
S&P 500 growth index nearly unchanged in Febru-
ary, sharply underperforming the value index, up 
more than 7 percent on optimism of a post-pan-
demic reopening of the economy.

Troy Gayeski, co-chief investment officer at Sky-
Bridge Capital, which invests with some of Wall 
Street’s largest hedge funds, said hedge funds 
didn’t have too many growth or momentum stocks 
in their portfolios because they knew that “sooner 
or later ... a lot of the global growth names are go-
ing to struggle.”

“The larger, more well-established firms are well 
aware of this bias, well aware of this risk, have 
spent an inordinate amount of time making sure 
they’re not overly exposed,” said Gayeski.

HONG KONG

CHINA’s Ant Group is in 
talks with other sharehold-
ers in its new consumer 
finance unit to bolster the 
firm’s capital as the fintech 
giant prepares to fold in 
its lucrative micro-lending 
businesses, people familiar 
with the matter said.

It would need additional 
capital of 30 billion yuan 
($4.6 billion) to meet regula-
tory requirements, said one 
of the people who has direct 
knowledge of the plans.

Ant plans to bring most of 
its micro-lending businesses 
into the unit - equivalent to 
roughly 1 trillion yuan ($155 
billion) in outstanding loans 
- a move which will allow it 
to maintain operations na-
tionwide and expand more 
easily, said two sources.

The plans reflect intense 
regulatory pressure on Ant 
to rein in some of its opera-
tions and subject them to 
rules and capital require-
ments similar to those for 
banks. That pressure scup-
pered Ant’s $37 billion IPO 
last year and has seen it 
formulate plans to shift to a 

financial holding company 
structure.

Ant has two lucrative 
micro-lending businesses: 
Huabei, which operates like 
a virtual credit card, and Jie-
bei, a short-term consumer 
loan provider. Both based 
in the southwestern city of 
Chongqing, they form the 
bulk of its credit business 
which accounted for close 
to 40 percent of Ant’s rev-
enue in the first half of 2020.

But under new draft rules 
published by China’s central 
bank in November, Hua-
bei and Jiebei would have 
to limit their operations to 
Chongqing unless they ob-
tain new national licences 
- a potentially lengthy and 
uncertain process.

That would not be a prob-
lem if the micro-lending 
businesses were part of the 
consumer finance arm.

Another major benefit of 
shifting the businesses to 
the consumer finance unit is 
that consumer finance firms 
can lend up to 10 times their 
registered capital while on-
line micro-loan firms are 
only allowed leverage ratios 
of 2-3 times.

The new consumer fi-
nance firm, called Chong-
qing Ant Consumer Finance 
Co Ltd, was set up in August 
2020 but still has not gained 
its business licence, three 
sources said.

“Regulators won’t easily 
greenlight the launch of the 
business before it fully com-
plies with the capital ade-
quacy rules,” said one of the 

people. The sources were 
not authorised to speak on 
the matter and declined to 
be identified.

Ant, an Alibaba Group 
Holding affiliate, declined to 
comment. The China Bank-
ing and Insurance Regula-
tory Commission did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment. Mi-
cro-lending - loans for small 

purchases such as smart-
phones, cameras and white 
goods - is hugely popular in 
China. Ant and other tech 
platforms such as Tencent-
backed WeBank and JD.com 
Inc have become powerful 
third-party intermediar-
ies who draw in borrowers, 
take as much as a third of 
lending profit margins while 
the banks they partner with 

passively supply the credit.
Ant owns 50 percent of 

the consumer finance unit, 
which it plans to develop 
into China’s biggest consum-
er lending player.

Hong Kong-based Nan-
yang Commercial Bank 
holds a 15 percent stake 
while Taiwan’s Cathay Unit-
ed Bank holds 10 percent. 
Other co-founders include 
battery maker CATL and 
Alibaba-backed intelligent 
transport services firm Chi-
na TransInfo Technology.

If the other shareholders 
are reluctant to provide ad-
ditional capital, Ant plans 
to bring new investors, two 
of the people said. Several 
shareholders want more 
clarity on the consumer 
finance unit’s listing pros-
pects, they added.

Shareholders are also 
hoping their stakes in the 
unit will be converted into 
shares in Ant’s financial 
holding company, which is 
likely to go public, the peo-
ple said. Most of the other 
shareholders did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment. CATL referred queries 
to Ant.

Ant Group restructures its micro-lending scheme

The German share price index DAX graph is pictured at the stock exchange in Frankfurt, Germany. File Photo.

A sign of Ant Group is seen during last year’s World Internet Conference (WIC) held in Wuzhen, 
Zhejiang province, China.

strategy.
“The rise in yields has 

long been mostly seen as a 
story of improving growth 
expectations, if anything 
padding risky assets, but 
the overnight move nota-
bly included a steep lift in 
real rates and a bringing 
forward of Fed lift-off ex-
pectations.”

Japan’s Nikkei shed 4 
percent6, its biggest sin-
gle-day fall since April, 
and Chinese blue chips 
joined the retreat with a 
drop of 2.4 percent.

Overnight, the Dow fell 
1.75 percent, while the 

S&P 500 lost 2.45 percent 
and the Nasdaq 3.52 per-
cent, the biggest decline 
in almost four months 
for the tech-heavy index. 
Tech darlings all suffered, 
with Apple Inc, Tesla Inc, 
Amazon.com Inc, NVIDIA 
Corp and Microsoft Corp 
the biggest drags.

All of that elevated the 
importance of U.S. per-
sonal consumption data 
due later on Friday, which 
includes one of the Fed’s 
favoured inflation meas-
ures. Core inflation is 
actually expected to dip 
to 1.4% in January, which 

could help calm market 
angst, but any upside sur-
prise would likely acceler-
ate the bond rout.

The surge in Treasury 
yields caused ructions in 
emerging markets, which 
feared the better returns 
on offer in the United 
States might attract funds 
away. Currencies favoured 
for leveraged carry trades 
all suffered, including the 
Brazil real, Turkish lira 
and South African rand.

The flows helped nudge 
the U.S. dollar up more 
broadly, with the dollar in-
dex rising to 90.390. It also 

gained on the low-yielding 
yen, briefly reaching the 
highest since September 
at 106.42. The euro eased 
a touch to $1.2144.

The jump in yields has 
tarnished gold, which 
offers no fixed return, 
and dragged it down 0.1 
percent to $1,767.81 per 
ounce, having earlier fall-
en to its lowest since June 
26. Oil prices dropped on 
a higher dollar and expec-
tations of more supply.
[O/R] U.S. crude fell 1.5 
percent to $62.57 per bar-
rel and Brent also lost 1.3 
percent to $66.02.

Caption:

It took 50 years to 
increase thermal 
efficiency (of 
conventional engines) 
from 30 percent to 40 
percent,” Hirai said.
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China reeling from US sanctions
HONG KONG
CHINA’s Huawei plans to 

make electric vehicles un-
der its own brand and could 
launch some models this 
year, four sources said, as the 
world’s largest telecommu-
nications equipment maker, 
battered by U.S. sanctions, ex-
plores a strategic shift.

Huawei Technologies Co 
Ltd is in talks with state-
owned Changan Automobile 
and other automakers to use 
their car plants to make its 
electric vehicles (EVs), ac-
cording to two of the people 
familiar with the matter.

Huawei is also in discus-
sions with Beijing-backed 
BAIC Group’s BluePark New 
Energy Technology to manu-
facture its EVs, said one of 
the two and a separate person 
with direct knowledge of the 
matter.

The plan heralds a poten-
tially major shift in direction 
for Huawei after nearly two-
years of U.S. sanctions that 
have cut its access to key sup-
ply chains, forcing it to sell a 
part of its smartphone busi-
ness to keep the brand alive.

Huawei was placed on a 
trade blacklist by the Trump 
administration over national 
security concerns. Many in-
dustry executives see little 
chance that blocks on the sale 
of billions of dollars of U.S. 
technology and chips to the 
Chinese company, which has 
denied wrongdoing, will be 
reversed by his successor.

A Huawei spokesman de-
nied the company plans to de-
sign EVs or produce Huawei 
branded vehicles.

“Huawei is not a car manu-
facturer. However through 
ICT (information and commu-
nications technology), we aim 
to be a digital car-oriented 
and new-added components 
provider, enabling car OEMs 
(original equipment manu-
facturers) to build better ve-
hicles.”

Huawei has started inter-
nally designing the EVs and 
approaching suppliers at 
home, with the aim of offi-
cially launching the project as 
early as this year, three of the 
sources said.

Richard Yu, head of Hua-
wei’s consumer business 
group who led the company 
to become one of the world’s 
largest smartphone makers, 
will shift his focus to EVs, said 
one source. The EVs will tar-
get a mass-market segment, 
another source said.

All the sources declined to 
be named as the discussions 
are private.

Chongqing-based Changan, 
which is making cars with 
Ford Motor Co, declined to 
comment. BAIC BluePark did 
not respond to repeated re-
quests for comment.

Shares of Changan’s main 
listed company Chongqing 
Changan Automobile rose 8% 
after Reuters reported the 
discussions. BluePark’s shares 
jumped by their maximum 
10% daily limit.

Chinese technology firms 
have been stepping up their 
focus on EVs in the world’s 
biggest market for such vehi-
cles, as Beijing heavily pro-
motes greener vehicles as a 
means of reducing chronic air 

pollution. Sales of new energy 
vehicles (NEVs), including 
pure battery electric vehicles 
as well as plug-in hybrid and 
hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, 
are expected to make up 20 
percent of China’s overall an-
nual auto sales by 2025.

Industry forecasts put Chi-
na’s NEV sales at 1.8 million 
units this year, up from about 
1.3 million in 2020.

Huawei’s ambitious plans to 
make its own cars will see it 
join a raft of Asian tech com-
panies that have made simi-

lar announcements in recent 
months, including Baidu Inc 
and Foxconn.

“The novel and complicated 
U.S. restrictions on semicon-
ductors to Huawei have slowly 
been strangling the company,” 
said Dan Wang, a technology 
analyst with research firm 
Gavekal Dragonomics.“So it 
makes sense that the com-
pany is pivoting to less chip-
intensive industries in order 
to maintain operations.”

In the United States, Ama-
zon.com Inc and Alphabet Inc 

are also developing auto-re-
lated technology or investing 
in smart-car startups.

Huawei has been develop-
ing a swathe of technologies 
for EVs for years including in-
car software systems, sensors 
for automobiles and 5G com-
munications hardware.

The company has also 
formed partnerships with 
automakers such as Daimler 
AG, General Motors Co and 
SAIC Motor to jointly develop 
smart auto technologies. It 
has accelerated hiring of en-

gineers for auto-related tech-
nologies since 2018.

Huawei was awarded at least 
four patents related to EVs 
this week, including methods 
for charging between electric 
vehicles and for checking bat-
tery health, according to of-
ficial Chinese patent records.

Huawei’s push into the EV 
market is currently separate 
from a joint smart vehicle 
company it co-founded along 
with Changan and EV battery 
maker CATL in November, 
two of the sources said.

SYDNEY

AUSTRALIA said on Friday it 
would lift a near two-year ban 
on flights involving Boeing Co 
737 MAX planes, becoming 
among the first in the Asia-Pa-
cific region to do so.

“We ... are confident that 
the aircraft are safe,” Graeme 
Crawford, acting chief of the 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority, 
said in a statement. The regu-
lator has accepted comprehen-
sive return-to-service require-
ments set by the U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) 
for the 737 MAX, he added.

No Australian airlines oper-
ate the 737 MAX, but Virgin 
Australia has 25 of the planes 
on order. Singapore Airlines 
Ltd and Fiji Airways operated 
them on flights to Australia.

The Boeing 737 MAX was 
grounded in March 2019 after 
two deadly crashes. Crawford 
said it was unclear when those 
airlines would resume flights to 
Australia given the disruption 
by COVID-19 to international 
air travel.

Singapore Airlines and Fiji 
Airways will also need ap-
proval to resume flying the 737 
MAX from their national avia-
tion regulators and from other 
authorities where they need to 
use airspace.

Singapore’s aviation regu-
lator did not respond imme-
diately to a request for com-
ment. Singapore Airlines said 
it would continue to work with 
and be guided by regulators on 
737 MAX operations.

A Fiji Airways spokesman 
said it was still working with 
other regulators in the region, 
including those in Fiji and New 
Zealand, before returning the 
737 MAX to service.

New Zealand’s Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) said it had 
worked closely with counter-
parts in Australia and Singa-
pore on the return of the 737 
MAX in New Zealand.

“The CAA will not issue a 
blanket approval for the Boe-
ing 737 MAX to fly into New 
Zealand but will work with any 
future operators on a case-by-
case basis to clear flight opera-
tions into New Zealand,” the 
CAA said, noting Fiji Airways 
was still restricting interna-
tional flights due to COVID-19.

Regulators in the United 
States, Europe, Britain, Cana-
da, Brazil and the United Arab 
Emirates are among those that 
have already approved the 737 
MAX’s return to flight following 
technical modifications and 
additional pilot training.

Japan lifted its restrictions 
at the end of January follow-
ing decisions by counterparts 
in the United States, Europe, 
Canada and Brazil, an official 
at Japan’s Civil Aviation Bureau 
said on Friday. Japan has no lo-
cal operators of the 737 MAX 
and the decision was not an-
nounced publicly at the time.

China was the first coun-
try to ban the 737 MAX from 
its airspace in 2019 and it has 
not indicated when it will lift 
the ban. Boeing said on Friday 
it was working with regula-
tors and customers to return 
the 737 MAX to service safely 
worldwide.

Australia 
lifts ban 
on Boeing 
737 MAX

PARIS
AIRBUS is working on hybrid-electric 

propulsion among the options for re-
ducing jetliner emissions, the European 
planemaker said on Friday.

It disclosed the initiative in a docu-
ment projecting more than a million 
tonnes of equivalent CO2 emissions 
over the life of each current-generation 
jet, as it became the first planemaker to 
report so-called “Scope 3” emissions.

Until now, Airbus has mainly publi-
cised hydrogen as the preferred energy 
source for future airplanes, pledging to 
introduce the first hydrogen-powered 

commercial plane in 2035. But on Friday 
it said it was also working on hybrid-
electric alternatives.

“The company’s work in electric flight 
has laid the groundwork for our future 
concept of zero-emission commercial 
aircraft,” Airbus said, adding it is “now 
exploring a variety of hybrid-electric 
and hydrogen technology options”.

Although experts say hydrogen could 
power relatively small planes to start 
with and galvanise green investments, it 
poses challenges because of its volume 
and the need for a new infrastructure. 
Rival Boeing has downplayed the idea.

Several industry sources say the lead-
ing option for a future replacement to 
the best-selling 150-seat A320, likely 
to enter service in the 2030s, involves 
hybrid-electric power, with hydrogen 
only likely to power such large airplanes 
later.

Engine makers are actively exploring 
open-rotor engines with visible blades 
using a mixture of traditional turbines 
and electric propulsion for future re-
placements to the Airbus A320 and Boe-
ing 737, industry officials told Reuters.

Asked to comment on its hybrid-elec-
tric plans, an Airbus spokesman said: 

“Only a combination of technologies, 
including hydrogen, will help us aim for 
zero emission.”

Chief Executive Guillaume Faury has 
urged the industry to push itself harder 
on research and redefining operations. 
In 2019, Airbus inaugurated a facility for 
testing alternative propulsion systems 
and fuels in Europe.

It is also using a Daher-Socata TBM 
900 turboprop to analyse distributed 
propulsion with the standard engine 
supplemented by by wing-mounted, 
electricity-driven motors, the Airbus 
spokesman said.

Airbus ‘exploring’ hybrid-
electric aircraft technology

A logo of Airbus at the entrance of its factory in Blagnac near Toulouse, France. File Photo.

“The CAA will not issue a 
blanket approval for the 
Boeing 737 MAX to fly into 
New Zealand but will work 
with any future operators 
on a case-by-case basis to 
clear flight operations into 
New Zealand,” the CAA said, 
noting Fiji Airways was still 
restricting international 
flights due to COVID-19.

“The company’s 
work in electric 
flight has laid the 
groundwork for 
our future concept 
of zero-emission 
commercial 
aircraft,” Airbus 
said, adding it is 
“now exploring 
a variety of 
hybrid-electric 
and hydrogen 
technology options”.
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LONDON

Britain’s Prince Harry has said he 
stepped back from his royal duties because 
the “toxic” British press had been destroying 
his mental health, adding he had not walked 
away from public service.

Last week, Buckingham Palace announced 
that Queen Elizabeth’s grandson and his 
american wife Meghan had made a final split 
with the royal family, and would not be re-
turning as working members and would lose 
their patronages.

Harry, 36, and Meghan, 39, sent shock-
waves through the monarchy in January 
2020 when they announced their intention 
to step back from royal duties and embark 
on a new life across the atlantic.

“it was never walking away. it was stepping 
back rather than stepping down, there was a 
really difficult environment as i think a lot of 
people saw,” Harry said in an interview with 
James Corden, host of the Late Late show in 
the United states.

“We all know what the British press could 

be like, and it was destroying my mental 
health, i was like this is toxic. so i did what 
any husband and what any father would do 
is like, i need to get my family out of here.”

Before they moved to California, the cou-
ple had complained about the British tab-
loids’ treatment of Meghan, whose father is 
white and mother is african-american, some 
of which they said amounted to bullying or 
racism. 

Earlier this month, Meghan successfully 
sued one tabloid for breaching her privacy 
by printing extracts of a letter she wrote to 
her father while last month Harry won a li-
bel case against the same paper over a story 
which said he had turned his back on the 
military.

Critics of the couple, who announced this 
month they were expecting their second 
child, have said they are keen for publicity 
but only on their own terms. an in-depth in-
terview they have given to Us chat show host 
Oprah Winfrey is due to be aired on March 7.

there was also disapproval of Harry and 
Meghan’s response to last week’s split when 

I left Britain to 
escape toxic press, 
Prince Harry says

On Dec. 8, 2020, China and nepal jointly an-
nounced that the new height of Mount Qomo-
langma, the world’s highest peak, is 8,848.86 
meters. the figure was imprinted on the mind 
of Li Guopeng, chief commander of the meas-
urement task.

Measuring the height of Mount Qomolang-
ma mirrors human beings’ ambition to tran-
scend themselves and represents a country’s 
overall national strength as well as scientific 
and technological capabilities, said Li, who is 
also captain of the First Geodetic surveying 
Brigade under China’s Ministry of natural re-
sources (Mnr).

Due to its complex environment and unpre-
dictable weather, Mount Qomolangma is only 
suitable for climbing in May.

On May 27, 1975, a Chinese team placed a sur-
veyor’s beacon on the summit of Mount Qomo-
langma for the first time, and accurately meas-
ured its height, which was 8,848.13 meters.

Forty-five years later, a new generation of 
Chinese surveyors reached the summit of 
Mount Qomolangma on the same day in 2020, 
and erected a red surveyor’s beacon on the 
world’s highest peak again.

On the peak of the mountain, surveyors 
needed to set up beacons as quickly as possible 
and adjust their angles so that the laser ranging 
signals reflected from the prisms on the bea-
cons can be received at six intersection points 
at the mountain’s base, according to Li.

Meanwhile, the survey team also conducted 
Global navigation satellite system (Gnss), 

high-precision gravity, and meteorological sur-
veys, and used radar to measure the depth of 
snow while at the summit of the mountain, Li 
said.

When Chinese surveyors measured the 
height of Mount Qomolangma in 2005, their 
equipment was imported from abroad, includ-
ing Gnss and snow depth radar, according to 
Li. “Fifteen years later, we finally completed the 
measurement task successfully with domestic 
equipment,” Li noted.

On the evening of May 28, 2020, members 
of the Chinese survey team returned safely to 
their base camp following the completion of 
relevant surveys on Mount Qomolangma.

after technicians confirmed that all the data 
had been well collected and stored, Li was fi-

nally relieved.
the 2020 measurement task marked 

multiple “firsts” in China’s surveying his-
tory, including the first time that the BeiDou 
navigation satellite system (BDs), which 
is independently developed by China, 
was used to measure the geodetic height 
of Mount Qomolangma, the first time hu-
mankind measured the gravity value of the 
mountain’s peak, and the first time a global 
vertical datum was established for Mount 
Qomolangma.

Gravity data is of great value for the study 
of changes to the earth’s crust and glaciers.

“Back in 2005, we were only able to conduct 
gravity survey for the mountain with imported 
gravimeters at an altitude of no more than 

7,790 meters, while domestic gravimeters can 
now perform normally even at the peak of the 
mountain,” said Li.

the gravimeter needed to be kept vertical 
on flat ground, which was not an easy thing to 
do in the harsh environment of Mount Qomol-
angma, he noted.

to ensure the stability of the gravimeter, sur-
veyors stayed up all night in the tent to guard 
the device at an altitude of 8,300 meters, Li 
disclosed.

according to Li, surveyors improved their 
equipment creatively to ensure the accuracy 
and reliability of data collected in the low-tem-
perature, low-pressure, low-oxygen environ-
ment of Mount Qomolangma.

   People’s Daily

Latest measurement of height of Mount Qomolangma good test of China’s scientific and technological strength

 

GENEVA

tHE COViD-19 recovery of-
fers an opportunity for gov-
ernments and the interna-
tional community to use new 
and emerging technologies to 
tackle inequalities triggered 
by the pandemic, a United na-
tions report said on thursday.

the technology and inno-
vation report 2021, published 
thursday by the United na-
tions Conference on trade 
and Development (UnCtaD), 
appealed for more attention 
to the new technological 
wave of such frontier tech-
nologies as those that take 
advantage of digitalization 
and connectivity - includ-
ing artificial intelligence, the 
internet of things, big data, 
blockchain, 5G, 3D printing, 
robotics, drones, gene edit-
ing, nanotechnology and 
photovoltaic technology. 

 these rapidly developing 
technologies represent a 350 
billion U.s. dollar market, 
which by 2025 could grow to 
over 3.2 trillion U.s. dollars, ac-
cording to UnCtaD. 

 the Geneva-based Un 
trade and development body 
warned of serious implica-
tions for poor communities 
and countries either over-
whelmed or simply left be-

hind by such a wave.
therefore, “societies and 

productive sectors need to be 
well prepared and build the 
required skills,” urged isabelle 
Durant, deputy secretary-gen-
eral of the UnCtaD. Durant 
cautioned that while frontier 
technologies have brought 
enormous benefits, rapid ad-
vances could have serious 
downside risks if they out-

pace the ability of societies to 
adapt. the report warned that 
the new technologies had at 
the same time led to inequali-
ty in new forms. “today, major 
concerns are related to risks 
of automation taking jobs in 
large scale, the gig economy 
and the reduction of labour 
rights. 

Others are the inequalities 
created by market and profit 
concentration, the increase 
of inequality driven by ai and 
widening technological gaps,” 
it wrote.

the report found that the 
countries best prepared to eq-
uitably use, adopt and adapt 
these technologies are mainly 
in north america and Europe, 
while those least prepared are 
in sub-saharan africa and oth-
er developing regions. “tech-
nologies are not deterministic. 
We can shape their pathways 
for good. 

and we have an obligation 
to do it,” said shamika n. siri-
manne, director of UnCtaD’s 
division on technology and lo-
gistics. the report also empha-
sized that governments play a 
critical role in paving the way 
for technologies, especially in 
creating an enabling environ-
ment and ensuring the ben-
efits of these technologies are 
shared by all.

the report highlighted that 
China and india performed 
well in research and develop-
ment. 

“this reflects their abun-
dant supplies of qualified and 
highly skilled human resourc-
es available. they also have 
large local markets, which at-
tract investment by multina-
tional enterprises. in the case 
of China the progress is partly 
a reward for spending 2 per-
cent of GDP on r&D,” it wrote.

  Xinhua  

Emerging technologies offer opportunity for inclusive COVID-19 recovery, says UN

they said they were committed 
to a life of service. some com-
mentators contrasted their life 
with the duty shown by the 
94-year-old queen during her 
69-year reign.

DECISIONS ‘ON THE OTHER 
SIDE’ 

“and as far as i’m concerned 
whatever decisions are made on 
that side, i will never walk away,” 
said Harry, who commentators 
have said was unhappy with los-
ing his treasured royal patron-
ages, particularly those connect-
ed to the military in which he 
served for 10 years.

“But my life is public service so 
wherever i am in the world it’s 
going to be the same thing.”

During his interview, carried 
out on a tour of Los angeles, Har-
ry told Corden that netflix’s hit 

series the Crown, a fictional ac-
count of the life of the queen and 
her family, was “loosely based on 
the truth”.

“it gives you a rough idea 
about what that lifestyle, what 
the pressures of putting duty 
and service above family and 
everything else, what can come 
from that,” he said.

“i’m way more comfortable 
with the Crown than i am see-
ing the stories written about my 
family or my wife, or myself, be-
cause ... that is obviously fiction, 
take it how you will, but this is 
being reported on as facts be-
cause you’re supposedly news.”

Harry also revealed his one-
year-old son archie’s first word 
was “crocodile” and said the 
queen had sent him a waffle 
maker as a Christmas present.

  Agencies

LONDON

Britain’s 94-year-old 
Queen Elizabeth, who last 
month had her first COV-
iD-19 vaccination dose, has 
encouraged the public to 
follow suit, saying it did not 
hurt and those who were 
wary should think of others.

“Once you’ve had a vaccine you have a feeling of you know, 
you’re protected which i think is very important and as far as 
i could make out it was quite harmless,” the queen said in a 
video call with health officials overseeing inoculations across 
the four nations of the United Kingdom. 

Britain’s vaccines minister said this week that between 
11 percent and 15 percent of the public were hesitant about 
getting the shot, particularly among ethnic minority groups, 
amid conspiracy theories around the inoculations.

“it is obviously difficult for people if they’ve never had a 
vaccine because they ought to think about other people oth-
er than themselves,” said the queen, who described Britain’s 
rollout of the vaccination, one of the fastest in the world, as 
“remarkable”.

the UK’s chief medical officers lowered their COViD-19 
alert level on thursday, citing a gradual reduction in pressure 
on the health service.

“Following advice from the Joint Biosecurity Centre and in 
the light of the most recent data, the four UK Chief Medical 
Officers and nHs England national Medical Director agree 
that the UK alert level should move from level 5 to level 4 in 
all four nations,” Britain’s health ministry said in a statement.

“the health services across the four nations remain under 
significant pressure with a high number of patients in hospi-
tal, however thanks to the efforts of public we are now seeing 
numbers consistently declining,” the medical officers added.

the British government on thursday reported 9,985 new 
cases and 323 additional deaths, bringing the cumulative tally 
to 4,154,562, including 122,070 fatalities, according to the lat-
est official data. Agencies

Don’t be selfish - get a virus shot, 
says UK’s Queen Elizabeth
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inDia’s coast guard found 81 
survivors and eight dead on a 
boat crammed with Muslim ro-
hingya refugees adrift in the an-
daman sea, and were repairing 
the vessel so that it can return 
safely to Bangladesh, indian of-
ficials said yesterday.

the indian government was 
in discussions with Bangladesh 
to agree for the safe return of 
the vessel, which was found 
drifting in international waters, 
having left southern Bangla-
desh about two weeks ago with 
hopes of reaching Malaysia.

Many of the survivors, ac-

cording to indian officials, were 
sick and suffering from extreme 
dehydration, having run out of 
food and water after the boat’s 
engine failed four days after 
leaving Cox’s Bazar, where refu-
gee camps house hundreds of 
thousands of rohingya who 
have fled neighbouring Myan-
mar.

“the engine of the boat broke 
down earlier this week and we 
received a sOs from some ro-
hingyas, ” said an indian coast 
guard official overseeing the 
search and rescue effort from 
new Delhi. 

“it’s a humanitarian crisis and 
we are doing the best we can 

to save their lives,” he said, re-
questing anonymity as he was 
not authorised to speak to the 
media.

“the foreign ministry is 
working towards sending them 
back to Bangladesh and india 
will repair or replace the boat’s 
engine to ensure they can travel 
back safely,” he said.

the survivors were being 
provided with food supplies 
and medicine, and women and 
children have been given fresh 
clothes. it was unclear what ar-
rangements were being made 
for the funeral rites of the peo-
ple who perished, he added.

Giving news that the boat had 

been found, india’s External af-
fairs Ministry spokesman anu-
rag srivastava said on thursday 
two indian coast guard ships 
were dispatched to search for 
the boat following urgent calls 
for help.

the United nations refugee 
agency had raised the alarm 
earlier this week over the miss-
ing boat, which had left Cox’s 
Bazar on Feb 11.

Of the 90 people that had set 
out on the voyage, eight were 
found dead, and one was miss-
ing, srivasta said. talks were un-
derway with Bangladesh for the 
safe return of the 81 survivors, 
he added.

“Bangladesh is respectful of 
its international obligations un-
der the UnCLOs (the United 
nations Convention on the 
Law of the sea),” Bangladesh’s 
foreign ministry said in a state-
ment. On earlier occasions 
when other littoral countries 
of the region repeatedly denied 
access to rohingya adrift at sea, 
it was the Bangladesh that came 
to the rescue, the ministry add-
ed.

More than 1 million rohingya 
refugees from Myanmar are liv-
ing in crowded camps in Bang-
ladesh, including tens of thou-
sands who fled after violence in 
Myanmar in 2017. Agencies

India rescues 81 Rohingya on drifting boat, 8 dead, 1 missing

ABUJA

 Kidnappers have abducted schoolchildren in northwest 
nigeria’s Zamfara state, a local official said yesterday, but de-
clined to say how many people were taken or provide fur-
ther details. 

abubakar Dauran, Zamfara state commissioner of security 
and home affairs, who confirmed the information to report-
ers in the state capital of Gusau, said the gunmen abducted 
the female students of the Government Girls’ secondary 
school (GGss) at Jangebe town in the talata Mafara local 
government area of the state.

 He said the abductors invaded the town and took away 
the students at about 2 am local time (0100 GMt) on Friday.

“at this moment, i cannot say how many students were 
taken away by the gunmen,” he said.

a security source told Xinhua that over 300 students are 
yet to be accounted for.

this is the second such kidnapping in a little over a week 
in nigeria’s north, where a surge in armed militancy in the 
northwest has led to a widespread and worsening break-
down of security.

Last week, unidentified gunmen killed a student in an 
overnight attack on a boarding school in the north-central 
nigerian state of niger and kidnapped 42 people, including 
27 students. the hostages are yet to be released.    Agencies

More schoolchildren abducted 
in northwest Nigeria
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Britain’s Prince Harry and Meghan arrive at Edinburgh Castle in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Feb 13, 2018. (File photo)

iran is investigating an incident in which at least two irani-
ans were shot dead this week at the border with Pakistan, and 
islamabad has handed over the body of one of the victims, the 
iranian foreign ministry said yesterday 

Monday’s shooting of at least two people carrying fuel 
across the border led to protests that spread from the city of 
saravan to other areas in the southeastern province of sistan-
Baluchistan, including the capital, Zahedan.

a provincial security official has said calm has returned to 
the province with the help of religious leaders. Media quoted 
prominent Baluch sunni Muslim religious leader Molavi ab-
dulhamid as urging calm and calling for an independent in-
vestigation.

 “the body of at least one person was delivered by Pakistan’s 
border guards. We are reviewing the incident,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman saeed Khatibzadeh was quoted as saying by 
iranian media.

Protesters stormed a governor’s office in southeastern iran 
on tuesday and set fire to a police car, according to videos 
posted on social media. security forces used tear gas to dis-
perse the crowd. reuters could not verify the authenticity of 
the footage.     Agencies

Iran says probing shooting 
deaths at border with Pakistan

Workers install solar panels for a hospital in Yemen. (File photo)
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The Spring Festival is an 
important period that gauges 
China’s economic vitality. 

During the past 7-day Chinese 
Lunar New Year holiday, huge 
high-quality and upgraded 
consumption demand was re-
leased in the country, leading 
to thriving businesses of online 
shopping, house call services 
and short trips, as more and 
more residents tended to avoid 
physical contacts and aggrega-
tions, and turned to reserved 
and staggered leisure activities.

“I didn’t go out this Spring 
Festival, and instead I did some 
fitness practices at home. It felt 
good,” said Li Bin, a teacher 
with a college in Beijing’s haid-
ian District. In order to keep an 
hour of fitness practices each 
day, he specifically bought a 
treadmill, dumbbells and a 
yoga mat.

The sales of household goods 
witnessed robust growth dur-
ing the Spring Festival, and the 
consumption of jewelries, cos-
metics and flowers also surged 
during this period that coincid-
ed with the Valentine’s Day.

During the 7-day holiday, the 
sales of jewelries, garments, 
communication devices and 
home appliances of enterprises 
monitored by China’s Ministry 
of Commerce (MOFCOM) grew 
160.8 percent, 107.1 percent, 

39.0 percent and 29.9 percent 
year on year, respectively. The 
sales of fitness equipment on 
some e-commerce platforms 
surged 49 percent.

According to relevant depart-
ments, the number of people 
visiting shopping centers more 
than doubled in 10 first- and 
second-tier Chinese cities, 
reaching 86 percent of that in 
the same period two years ago.

Cai Xiang, who works for 
a construction enterprise in 
Changsha, central China’s hu-
nan Province used to bring 
home stuffs he bought every 
Spring Festival. however, it was 
never easy to carry big-size lug-
gage on the road. This year, 
everything he bought for his 

parents was ordered online and 
shipped to his hometown in 
western hunan, which he said 
was much more convenient.

China’s online shopping and 
express industries maintained 
operation during this year’s 
Spring Festival, which enabled 
people staying put and their 
families back in their home-
towns to send each other new 
year gifts. An online Chinese 
New Year shopping festival was 
organized by the MOFCOM and 
local authorities, and the sales 
exceeded 120 billion yuan ($18.5 
billion) in the first 6 days of the 
holiday.

As the application of 5G 
and 4K goes wider, more and 
more Chinese are spending the 

Spring Festival “on the cloud.” 
Yunnan, Guangdong, hubei, 
heilongjiang, Xinjiang and Ti-
bet launched various online 
activities and issued online 
and offline coupons to benefit 
the residents. Besides, Beijing, 
Shenzhen and Suzhou gave out 
tens of millions yuan of digital 
red packets.

“It was safe and interest-
ing to spend the holiday in a 
B&B,” said Tang Wei, a citizen 
from Shijingshan District, Bei-
jing, who booked a B&B in the 
capital’s Shunyi District where 
he and his family had a taste of 
local Chinese New Year’s eve 
dinner and visited surrounding 
scenic spots.

The “stay-put” Spring Fes-
tival also led to a rise in short 
trips. The number of visits in 
parks, tourist attractions, mu-
seums, theaters, and ski resorts 
across the country significantly 
climbed. There was also a boom 
in the reservation of hotels and 
B&Bs in city outskirts. Statistics 
indicate that the accommoda-
tion consumption in the Bei-
jing’s suburban districts of Yan-
qing, Miyun and huairou more 
than tripled during the Spring 
Festival, and that in Shanghai’s 
Chongming, Qingpu and Jiad-
ing also surged more than 200 
percent.

           People’s Daily

‘Stay-put’ Spring Festival sparks consumption boom

By Bloomberg

The suicide of Seoul’s mayor in the 
wake of sexual harassment allegations 
shamed South Korea’s male-dominat-
ed society. 

The April election to replace him is 
now turning into a battle over wom-
en’s rights that could impact the leg-
acy of self-described “feminist presi-
dent” Moon Jae-in.

his Democratic Party is expected 
to put up veteran female politician 
Park Young-sun to try and retain the 
mayoral seat in Seoul, which is often 
seen as a springboard to the presi-
dency. her main challenger is looking 
to be Na Kyung-won, one of the most 
prominent female conservative lead-
ers of the main opposition People 
Power Party (PPP), which has risen in 
national polls ahead of a presidential 
election scheduled for next year. The 
parties will make their official selec-
tions in early March. 

What’s worse for Moon, another 
member of his party had stepped 
down last year as mayor of the south-
ern city of Busan after being accused 
of sexual assault - and was indicted 
last month. That by-election gives a 
chance for the conservative opposi-
tion to take back the post in a tradi-
tional stronghold and deal a blow to 

Moon’s progressives.
The elections in cities that account 

for about a quarter of South Korea’s 
population will be a key a barometer 
of support for Moon’s progressives as 
his party seeks to keep the presidency 
after his single five-year term ends 
next year. They also serve as a remind-
er about Moon’s struggles to make 
progress on women’s issues and turn 
the page on a series of sexual assault 
and harassment scandals.

“If the opposition takes any of the 
two cities, it would ring alarm bells 
for the Democratic Party ahead of the 
presidential election,” said Shin Yul, a 
political science professor at Myongji 
University in Seoul.

Moon’s support rate was at 39 per-
cent in a weekly tracking poll released 
by Gallup Korea Friday, hovering near 
record lows and providing a worri-
some sign ahead of the votes in Seoul 
and Busan.

South Korea’s gender problems run 
deep. Despite being the world’s 10th-
largest economy, the country has the 
largest wage gap between men and 
women of any developed country, 
according to data from the Organisa-
tion for economic Co-operation and 
Development. Only three of Moon’s 
18 cabinet members are women, and 
South Korea ranks in the bottom half 

Seoul may see 1st female mayor as scandal stirs Moon’s party

As Khashoggi report looms, Biden & S. Arabia king talk

MOSCOW

KreMLIN Spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov thinks it is too early to discuss 
the need to introduce vaccination 
passports in russia. 

“So far, it is too early to discuss 
that, but, of course, such an agree-
ment and the general understanding 
in the eU is, of course, a very impor-
tant aspect that we will analyze in 
the future,” the spokesman told re-
porters yesterday, commenting on 
the statement of German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, in which she said that 
the eU plans to introduce electronic 
vaccination certificates by the sum-
mer.

According to Peskov, so far, this 
is about “domestic eU processes,” 
while in europe itself, the details of 
the initiative are unclear. 

“If this project is finalized, if some 
documents are introduced and if 
movement is tied to these docu-
ments, then, of course, this will be a 
subject of our future contacts with 
europe and a deep analysis,” he 
stressed, adding that this matter is 
rather important. 

“There are no international agree-
ments and it is unlikely that they are 
possible,” the spokesman said.

Nevertheless, he assured that 
Moscow would closely monitor the 
extent to which eU vaccination pass-
ports would concern russia.

On Thursday, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said during a press 
conference on the outcomes of the 
first online eU summit that the heads 
of eU states and governments are 
united in the opinion that electronic 
vaccination certificates should be 
established within the union by the 
summer. 

Merkel reminded that Germany 
had already decided to develop a na-
tional vaccination certificate.

     Agencies

Kremlin says too early to discuss 
introduction of vaccination 
passports in Russia

WOrLD NeWS

ADDIS ABABA,

The situation of eritrean 
refugees in ethiopia’s con-
flict-affected northernmost 
Tigray regional state “still re-
mains very precarious” amid 
improving situations, a sen-
ior United Nations refugee 
Agency (UNhCr) official has 
said.

Speaking to Xinhua, Ann 
encontre, UN refugee Agen-
cy Country representative 
in ethiopia, said the situa-
tion of eritrean refugees in 
ethiopia’s Tigray region “is 
improving and we are get-
ting access.” There were 
about 100,000 eritrean refu-
gees residing in the Tigray 
region before the law en-
forcement exercise that was 
undertaken by the ethiopian 
government against the Tig-
ray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) fighters, following 
the TPLF’s alleged attack on 
the ethiopian army’s north-
ern command based in the 
regional capital, Mekelle.

eritrean refugees in Tigray 
reside across four camps that 
are Shimelba and hitsats in 
the Northern part, and Mai-
Ayni and Adi harush in the 
Southern part; some other 
refugees also reside in non-

camp areas across the region 
and beyond. 

“Now, we have access to 
the two camps in the South, 
not the two camps in the 
North; and we have account-
ed for more or less 30,000 of 
those refugees,” the UNhCr 
representative told Xinhua in 
a recent exclusive interview.  
Noting that the two camps in 
the south were not that much 
affected by the conflict, en-
contre stressed that the refu-
gees have “remained intact 
and are still there.” 

“however, what is of con-
cern are the camps in the 
North, and we are getting ac-
cess now to areas to give assis-
tance, for instance in Mekelle, 
where some of the refugees 
ran away,” she added.

Despite the military exer-
cises having been officially 
declared finished by the ethi-
opian government before, re-

ports indicate sporadic fight-
ing across areas in the region.  
The ethiopian government 
in December emphasized 
that the conflict “was not a 
direct threat to the eritrean 
refugees” residing within and 
outside refugee camps in the 
region. 

Noting that refugees are 
coming forward in very small 
numbers, she said that the 
UNhCr have moved some 
5,600 refugees out of about 
20,000. “We are still hoping 
that the others will come for-
ward, either to be registered 
or to be given humanitarian 
assistance or to be relocated 
to safe places,” she added. 

“however, the situation still 
remains very precarious and 
we don’t have full contact 
with all the refugees,” encon-
tre said.

While stressing that the 
UNhCr is “getting more and 
more access through the 
government channels,” she 
emphasized financial con-
straints, in relation to the 
UNhCr’s recent appeal to 
urgent financial support to 
its operations in eritrean 
refugees in Tigray as well 
as ethiopians who fled into 
eastern Sudan.

  Xinhua

Eritrean refugees’ situation in Ethiopia’s 
Tigray still ‘remains very precarious’

of the world in terms of female representation in parliament with 
17.1 percent.

Difficulties facing women are also have an economic impact. 
Apart from the wage gap, South Korea’s fertility rate of 0.84 last 
year was the lowest in the developed world, according to Statistics 
Korea. 

This is driving down the potential growth rate. Women have 
blamed the high cost of raising children, difficulties in returning 
to the workforce after giving birth and a lack of support for single-
parent households. 

The scandals have put Seoul on a course to elect its first female 
mayor, with women leading the tickets of the two biggest parties 
ahead of internal votes. There’s also one prominent male contend-
er, Ahn Cheol-soo, from a minor conservative party. 

The winner will serve out the term of Park Won-soon, who killed 
himself in July after one of his former secretaries filed charges 
against him for what she said was inappropriate physical contact 

and obscene images sent to her 
phone.

Na has slammed the ruling party 
for using gender as a “political tool” 
to score votes without making any 
practical progress on gender in-
equality. 

The assaults by the former may-
ors revealed South Korea’s “struc-
tural violence” against women, she 
said last week.

“Progressives had been more 
vocal about gender equality and 
women’s rights,” Na said in a writ-
ten response provided by her office 
to questions on the election. “Ironi-
cally though, it was progressives 
that have demonstrated sexual 
misconduct when they were in of-
fice.”

Na wants to replace opaque walls 
in the offices of high-ranking city 
officials with glass to prevent mis-
conduct at the workplace, and also 
set up a housing evaluation system 
in Seoul to certify real estate as 
having measures to prevent sexual 
assault.

Park Young-sun and her office 
didn’t immediately respond to re-
quests for comments. her office 
said that Park plans to announce 
her plans for gender equality 
“soon.”

By BlOOMBerg

A US intelligence report expect-
ed to be declassified as soon as 
Friday implicates Saudi Arabia’s 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man in approving the killing of 
Washington Post columnist Jamal 
Khashoggi, according to a person 
familiar with the findings.

The report builds on classi-
fied intelligence from the CIA and 
other intelligence agencies after 
Khashoggi’s murder in October 
2018 inside the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul, according to the person, 
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the report hasn’t 
yet been released. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear how much detail the 

BUeNOS AIreS

 ArGeNTINA received the first 
batch of vaccines from Chinese 
pharmaceutical firm Sinopharm 
on Thursday night.

Chief of the Cabinet of Ministers 
Santiago Cafiero was on hand to 
receive the shipment at the ezeiza 
International Airport on the south-
ern outskirts of the capital Buenos 
Aires.

Accompanying Cafiero were For-
eign Affairs Minister Felipe Sola 

and health Minister Carla Vizzotti, 
as well as Chinese Ambassador to 
Argentina Zou Xiaoli.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
his Argentine counterpart, Alberto 
Fernandez, have reached an im-
portant consensus on cooperation 
in the development and use of vac-
cines, said Zou.

“This consensus has become a 
reality” thanks to the joint efforts 
of Argentina’s foreign affairs and 
health ministries, ANMAT (Argen-
tina’s National Administration of 

Drugs, Foods and Medical Devices) 
and the Sinopharm group, Zou told 
reporters at the airport.

The Chinese ambassador high-
lighted China-Argentina coop-
eration in the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including 
exchanges among medics of diag-
nosis and treatment experience, 
institutions’ cooperation in vac-
cine clinical trials, as well as the 
acquisition and transportation of 
vaccines. 

   Xinhua

Argentina receives Chinese Sinopharm vaccines to combat COVID-19

declassified version of the 
report will provide about 
Prince Mohammed’s role in 
the killing.

The decision to release 
the report, compiled by the 
Office of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, reflects 
the Biden administration’s 
determination to recali-
brate relations with Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s largest 
oil exporter, amid tensions 
over its human rights re-
cord. 

In advance of the report’s 
publication, President Joe 
Biden held a call Thursday 
with Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman. Biden discussed 

regional security and the 
renewed US and United Na-
tions effort to end the war 
in Yemen, and he “affirmed 
the importance the United 
States places on universal 

human rights and the rule 
of law,” the White house 
said in a statement.

Prince Mohammed has 
denied any involvement in 
the killing, while saying he 

accepts symbolic responsi-
bility for it as the country’s 
de facto ruler. Saudi offi-
cials have said the murder 
was carried out by rogue 
agents who have since been 
prosecuted.

State Department 
spokesman Ned Price de-
clined to comment when 
asked about the report 
Thursday but suggested 
that the US was looking at 
other ways to hold the per-
petrators of the killing re-
sponsible for their actions. 
Among the options may be 
cutting back arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia and imposing 
sanctions.

“I expect that we will be 
in a position before long to 
speak to steps to promote 
accountability going for-
ward for this horrific crime,” 
Price told reporters in Wash-
ington.

 “Transparency, as it often 
is, is an element of account-
ability. I wouldn’t expect the 
accountability to stop there, 
however.”

The decision to release the 
report, which was withheld 
by the Trump administra-
tion, reflects the difference 
in attitudes toward Saudi 
Arabia, and human rights is-
sues, under Biden.

Former President Donald 

Trump dismissed concerns about 
whether the crown prince approved 
the killing -- “Maybe he did, maybe 
he didn’t,” he said -- citing the eco-
nomic rewards of selling arms to 
the Saudis. his secretary of state, Mi-
chael Pompeo, said the US had “no 
direct evidence” linking the prince to 
the murder and Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner maintained a close 
working relationship with him.

The US intelligence report isn’t the 
only finding to implicate the Saudi 
monarchy. A UN investigator, Agnes 
Callamard has said Khashoggi was 
the victim of a “state killing” and has 
said there was little doubt it was 
ordered at the highest levels of the 
Saudi government.

  Agencies

This combo photo shows South Korean politician Park Young-sun of the 
Democratic Party (left) and the opposition People Power Party’s Na Kyung-
won. The two politicians are possible candidates running for the mayoral 
seat in Seoul. (File photo)

Visitors flock to Yandaixie Street, literally meaning “Skewed 
Tobacco Pouch Street” in Beijing, Feb. 15, 2021. (File Photo)

Workers unload containers with COVID-19 vaccines developed by Chinese phar-
maceutical firm Sinopharm at the Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, on Thursday. (Photo by Xinhua)

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
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Tanzanian fans will take a short while 
to reawaken from outlandish CAF wins    

AT weighs in on Kenyan athletes’ 
absence from 2021 Kili Marathon    

By Correspondent MiChael 
eneza

SOBERING up  has not as yet 
begun on the part of local soccer 
fans, apart from the more sober 
betting fraternity, as to where the 
country’s leading sides stand in 
continental football.

The reason was a series of wins, 
some logical and some surpris-
ing, either on account of the clubs 
they defeated or the margin itself, 
chalking up three matches that all 
had surprising results.

Most notable in the clubs they 
defeated was Simba SC winning 
1-0 against famed Egyptian side, 
Al Ahly, where the margin was 
right but not many people ex-
pected they could pull it through, 
given the formidable track record 
of the multiple CAF Champions 
League’s kings. 

What was more digestible in the 
series of wins was the local cham-
pions’ outwitting of DR Congo’s 
AS Vita in an away match by the 
same margin, where frankly no 
element of surprise was neces-
sary on the part of local observers 
as Simba obtained the benefit of 
surprise.

As it has a modestly to fair track 
record in the CAF top tourna-
ment, the Msimbazi Street side 
is just beginning to elicit respect 
from continental major sides, in 
which case AS Vita did not work 

overnight for that clash. 
They would for instance be 

remembering that the side lost 
by a wide margin last time they 
were in Kinshasa or thereabouts, 
or knocked out by Mozambique’s 
UD Songo.

Yet the most outlandish win 
on record was the 6-2 result that 
Namungo FC obtained against 
famous Angolan side, Primeiro 
de Agosto (1st of August, a heroic 
commemoration), in the first of 
two bitter encounters in the wake 
of tit for tat sabotage appearances 
in relation to the COVID-19  envi-
ronment.

The second result of 3-1 win by 
the visiting side was strictly speak-
ing more in accord with the lega-
cy of the two sides, for the Ango-
lan side is a regular feature in the 
major CAF tourneys either in the 
top or second tier as in this year, 
while Namungo are journeymen. 

The loss in the return match 
may have had to do with the 
problems their coach would have 
faced in instructing players what 
to do – even just to obtain a draw.

While Namungo were reason-
ably certain of having qualified 
for the next stage of the tourna-
ment, in which case they were 
unavoidably overconfident, Sim-
ba fans were in a different world 
altogether, which is not strictly 
speaking good for the next series 
of fixtures, the ‘return’ games. 

Having floored AS Vita on their 
own turf and then outclasses Al 
Ahly even in the game pattern 
and possession, the fans were in 
another planet.

It appeared as if they were 
just waiting to bag the cup, as 
they counted on repeating the 
same feat in Cairo given that they 
missed some clear scoring chanc-
es and hammer AS Vita at the 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar 
es Salaam.

With the 3-1 result in the ‘return’ 
game right here, evidently Na-
mungo players will be in a softer 
and thus more attentive mood to 
listen to the coach, Hemed Sulei-
man, on how to go about with 
other opponents in the next stage.

They will be aware that the 3-1 
result at home actually makes 
them underdogs in the next stage 
against whichever side they meet, 
and memories of the 6-2 thriller 
tied to COVID-19 detentions will 
be something of the past.

Football glory can be like the 
morning dew, a hyperbole at first 
and only a faint glimmer within 
an hour or so, in which case Na-
mungo glory lasted for less than a 
week and back to work.

Predictably it is Simba fans that 
will be more difficult to cure of 
their far-flung optimism, which is 
in a sense solid, as the game pat-
tern that AS Vita showed in their 
home encounter said plenty of 

the strengths of the two sides, but 
they may alter their pattern of 
play or game strength next time.

While each encounter is an ex-
periment at team strength, back-
ground data about where Tan-
zania and DRC stand in African 
soccer are vital to keep in mind, 
like the way three Champions 
League ‘last 16’ sides have first 
team players with a Mendy sur-
name– Chelsea, Real Madrid and 
Manchester City. We are not any-
where near there, definitely.

What is evident is that the Sim-
ba coach has plenty to do to en-
sure that players are ready for ex-
hausting physical work outs and 
not start imagining that they are 
at the top, and only wait for hefty 
bonuses for perhaps lifting the Af-
rican Club Championship trophy.

This sort of fantastic claim has 
been on the lips of the fans for a 
while now that the side arguably 
dominated the game, leave out 
vital statistics of the level of foot-
ball the two sides’ performances 
show, like the fabulous unbeaten 
run by the Egyptian side in their 
local and international tourneys, 
where only the 2-0 loss against 
Bayern de Munich was registered 
lately.

No predictions need to be made 
here, but the Al Ahly side that we 
saw at the Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium was deceptive.

Yanga under pressure 
to excel in VPL- coach
By Correspondent isMail tano

YANGA’s head coach, Cedric 
Kaze, has revealed that they are 
currently under a lot of pressure 
to ensure they get good results in 
every game in the 2020/21 Vod-
acom Premier League (VPL) due 
to the fact that their opponents, 
including Simba, are equally in 
the race for silverware in the top 
flight.

Kaze made the statement as 
Yanga lead the rest of the outfits 
in the league with 49 points, fol-
lowed by Simba with 42 points, 

while Azam FC is positioned third 
with 36 points.

Yanga have played a total of 
21 matches in the Vodacom Pre-
mier League, as it is the case for 
Azam FC led by tactician George 
Lwandamina, while Simba have 
played a total of 18 matches in the 
2020/21 season.

The VPL leaders have yet to take 
on Namungo FC which was play-
ing a CAF Confederation Cup’s 
play off match against Angola’s CD 
Primeiro de Agosto at Azam Com-
plex in Dar es Salaam.

Kaze said the current results 
have been increasing pressure 

on them but they will continue to 
fight to ensure they achieve their 
goals.

He said: “We have not been in a 
good period at the moment espe-
cially in terms of results, the pres-
sure has been great on our side 
because everyone wants to see 
good results and that is our goal.’’

“The main thing we are look-
ing at is the team’s goals to be 
achieved together and to remove 
the pressure we have now due to 
the results of previous matches 
and the great speed that our op-
ponents (Simba), who have been 
winning their games in a row have 

been,” he disclosed.
In the second round Kaze led 

his squad to two consecutive 
matches, which have had them 
settling for two points from six 
points he was looking for.

Yanga managed 1-1 draw against 
Mbeya City FC and the VPL led-
ers wre later held to 3-3 draw by 
Kagera Sugar. The VPL leaders, 
thereafter, emerged with 1-0 vic-
tory over Mtibwa Sugar, in which 
midfielder Carlos Fernandes net-
ted for the former.

The Angolan midfielder now 
has three goals for his club in the 
league.

By Correspondent nassir nChiMBi

A few hours after reports surfaced that Kenya 
has barred the country’s athletes from traveling 
to Tanzania to participate in the 2021 Kilimanjaro 
Marathon, scheduled for tomorrow, the Athletics 
Tanzania (AT) has broken its silence on the deci-
sion.

The Kilimanjaro marathon is expected to take 
place in Moshi, starting from Moshi Co-operative 
University (MoCU) venue and ending at the same 
venue.

Athletes from Kenya have been competing 
against locals in the 42km and 21 km races, and 
this season, according to AT’s vice-president John 
Bayo (pictured), who is also the coordinator of the 
race, 15 Kenyan runners have registered to partici-
pate in the showdown.

“They are already in Tanzania, and they have 
followed all the procedures for participating in 
this race,” Bayo said.

He disclosed: ‘’I saw the reports on Kenya’s 
stance on barring their athletes from participat-
ing in the Kili Marathon, but they were not official, 
however, we did not ignore them, I took the re-
sponsibility to call our Kenyan counterparts and 
explain to address the issue,” he said.

Bayo explained that, as of Thursday, 15 athletes 
from Kenya had registered to take part in the race 
and were already in Tanzania.

“We are afraid of getting into a diplomatic crisis, 
although there is no official statement from Ke-
nya to AT about banning their athletes, but I have 
called them and they have stated they are set to 
address the issue,” he said.

He said the matter has already been reported 
to the Ministry of Information, Culture, Arts and 
Sports and the National Sports Council (NSC), so 
it is being addressed by all parties in tandem with 
the Athletics Kenya (AK).

“It is a matter of common sense, but it is already 
in place and it is being addressed,” he disclosed.

By Correspondents isMail tano & nassir 
nChiMBi

TANZANIA Basketball Federation (TBF)’s presi-
dent, Phares Magesa, has confirmed the country’s 
inclination to compete in major continental bas-
ketball tournaments.

The events include Women’s AfroBasket Quali-
fiers, U-18 Boys & Girls and 3X3 AfroBasket Quali-
fiers.

Magesa said in Dar es Salaam this week that 
the coutry’s national teams’ preparations for all 
events are on a top gear.

The official stated they are waiting for official 
confirmation from international basketball body 
(FIBA) leaders who are yet to confirm on the com-
petitions’ venues and dates.

“All responsible commissions have been already 
directed by TBF to start their preparations as we 
wait for FIBA to give us official invitation,” he said.

According to him, the TBF is tasked with in-
forming FIBA of the teams’ readiness for partici-
pation, preparing budget and other logistics.

Magesa stressed that they plan to prepare 
strong teams that can match other top level op-
ponents in men and women’s categories.

He said since the TBF leadership’s coming to 
power, it has been working hard to revive national 
basketball teams ranging from the youth, senior 
players to wheelchair basketball.

He noted they have all started to gain momen-
tum after being static for many years.

He said they currently see tremendous achieve-
ment and they will keep on working hard until 
they reach the desired goals.

Magesa explained: “Through our youth devel-
opment program we have seen achievement, our 
young players playing in America and Canada are 
doing fine and we are monitoring their progress-
es.’’

He stated: ‘’But we will not seat back, we have 
put in place sustainable programme to ensure 
more young players win scholarships and aca-
demic benefits.”

He moreover said that discussion has been go-
ing on with well-wishers from Canada and USA to 
allow many young hoops players from Tanzania 
to ply their trade in the two countries.

He said that it is important for the coutry to 
send many young talents to basketball power-
houses so as to sharpen the players’ skills and see 
to it they get exposure.

Magesa also thanked the government for its 
willingness to put its weight behind the sport’s 
promotion.

He thanked basketball stakeholders for their 
consistent intentions and efforts, which helped 
the hoops leadership prepare programs that have 
already been submitted to government.

Magesa stated: “The government has also ac-
knowledged our efforts during this short period, 
it is among a few chosen sports that will be given 
priorities.”

TBF: Tanzania ready for 
AfroBasket tournaments    

simba sC’s fullback, shomari Kapombe (l), challenges egypt’s al ahly player in the 2021 CaF Champions league’s group stage clash between the two clubs, 
which took place at the Benjamin Mkapa stadium in dar es salaam on February 23. simba sC registered 1-0 victory over al ahly. photo: Correspondent 
JUManne JUMa

tanzania Basketball Federation (tBF)’s president, phares Magesa.
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Mourinho’s Spurs future depends on 
evolving from his combative past
By James Olley, seniOr Writer, 
esPn FC 

WE’re about to find out if Jose 
Mourinho really has changed. 
Tottenham progressed into the 
Europa League round of 16 with 
such a comfortable win against AC 
Wolfsberger on Wednesday -- 4-0 
in the second leg, to advance 8-1 on 
aggregate -- that it’s easy to feel the 
bigger battle took place a day ear-
lier in Mourinho’s prematch news 
conference.

These are challenging times for 
the Tottenham Hotspur manager, 
who has long been miscast as a 
Machiavellian manipulator. He is 
mischievous and often calculated, 
of that there is no doubt, but those 
who know him best describe a ca-
pricious individual prone to vio-
lent emotional mood swings.

Several years ago during a pri-
vate conversation, one of his 
most famous former players 
once described to me the con-
trast between Guus Hiddink and 
Mourinho during their respective 
tenures at Chelsea by making two 
hand gestures. The first was with 
his hand out in front, palm facing 
flat to the floor, motioning from left 
to right to signify calm waters. For 
Mourinho, he drew waves as high 
and low as his arms would allow.

Following an 11-month hiatus 
from the game after being sacked 
by Manchester United, Mourinho 
insisted when he arrived at Spurs 
in November 2019 that he was 
a different man; a more mellow, 
measured character who no lon-
ger relished conflict no matter 
how contrived. Anyone versed in 
his career knows his time at a club 
follows a specific pattern which 
never completes a fourth season: 
improve, excel, push to breaking 
point, civil war, acrimonious exit.

You know we’ve reached a dan-
gerous stage of the cycle when the 
blame game starts.

“I think for a long, long time, we 
have problems in the team that 
I cannot resolve by myself as a 
coach,” he said after Sunday’s 2-1 
defeat at West Ham United, their 
fifth in six Premier League games, 
which left Tottenham’s top-four 
hopes hanging by a thread. Three 
days later, with time to gather 
himself, he backtracked from that 
position, keen to reset the rheto-
ric toward the more conciliatory 
tone he has struck since joining 
the club.

“Sometimes, there are mo-
ments of frustration and I think 
postmatch interviews are the per-
fect place for a coach not to say 
the right things or to leave some 
doubts [for interpretation],” he 
explained. “Like today, a prematch 
press conference, I think every-
thing we say you can follow word 
by word, because we are calm with 
no pressure and no adrenaline but 
after matches it is not easy for us.”

Postmatch interviews have not 
been easy for Mourinho because 
Spurs keep losing. Although they 
endured a difficult spell before 
England’s first coronavirus lock-
down last March, Mourinho avoid-
ed the tough questions because 
he’d only been in the job for four 
months, with further mitigation of-
fered by lengthy injuries to Harry 
Kane and Son Heung-Min, among 
others.

This time, it’s different, and un-
der a more searching examination, 
Tuesday’s news conference was at 
times like watching Mourinho bat-
tle with his own shadow. In claim-
ing he has greater composure than 
the Mourinho of 2004, the 58-year-
old made a remarkable admission.

“As you know, I didn’t have many 
bad runs of results,” he said, strug-
gling with the self-anointed ‘hum-
ble’ element of his new persona. 
“But day-by-day problems that 
happen many times in clubs with 
all of us, I reacted previously in a 
much more emotional way. And 
instead of helping myself and the 
ones around me, I even created 
the kind of conflict situations that 
I had previously.”

He’s right, of course, but it was 
no less eyebrow-raising to hear 
Mourinho admit his penchant for 
generating internal hostility. And 
this was why the “problems I can-
not resolve as a coach” line set 
alarm bells ringing; it appeared to 

signal an escalation in his habitual-
ly confrontational approach, with 
certain members of the dressing 
room that has inexorably led to his 
departure from every club he has 
managed.

Mourinho instead claimed he 
was referring to “nothing specific, 
nothing that probably you think I 
wanted to say and I didn’t,” taking 
a damp cloth to the small fire he 
started.

There were more contradictions. 
A declaration that the club should 
be everyone’s focus preceded a 
lengthy ramble about his own feel-
ings and reputation.

In insisting conflict creation was 
behind him as a more mature man, 
he had a dig at another unnamed 
manager -- the smart money is 
on Chelsea’s Thomas Tuchel for 
his public admonishment of Cal-
lum Hudson-Odoi -- for going “a 
bit too far in his words, but that’s 
another story because it’s not Jose 
Mourinho, that’s not a problem.” 
He just cannot help himself, and 
remember: these are the occasions 
we can “follow word by word.”

It is easy to place too much stock 
in news-conference quotes, but 
Mourinho knows all too well the 
perception he is fighting: yester-
day’s man, left behind by more 
progressive, expansive manag-
ers playing a brand of football to 
which he is the antithesis.

For a time this season, he ap-
peared capable of catapulting 
Tottenham into the title race, par-
ticularly with Manchester City 
struggling before their winning 
streak and champions Liverpool 
looking truly vulnerable. Yet this 
downturn smacks of the termi-
nal decline synonymous with 
Mourinho’s third year at clubs, 
when defeats are drenched in acri-
mony, finger-pointing and rancour.

The second season, which 
Mourinho is now in at Spurs, is 
supposed to be the peak. At FC 
Porto, he won the Portuguese Pri-
meira Liga and Champions League 
in year two. At Chelsea, he retained 
the Premier League. At Internazio-
nale, it was a Serie A and Champi-
ons League double. At Real Madrid 
came his sole La Liga title. On his 
second tour with Chelsea, he de-
livered the Premier League. In 
2017-18 at Manchester United, he 
didn’t win a trophy but described 
his second-placed finish as “among 
my top achievements.”

That double remains possible 
again this season, and he will have 
to win at least one to even begin 
claiming this campaign has been a 
success.

Those two trophies at United 
were supposed to be the spring-
board to greater prizes. The same 
trajectory is desired at Spurs, 
whom Mourinho himself declared 
had a better squad than he man-
aged at Old Trafford. That squad 
was also supplemented expertly in 
the summer window with the ad-
ditions of Sergio Reguilon, Gareth 
Bale (on loan), Pierre-Emile Ho-
jbjerg and Matt Doherty, leading 
Mourinho to “congratulate” chair-
man Daniel Levy for the work he’d 
done.

With nobody to blame above 
him, Mourinho has occasionally 
taken out his frustration on the 
players, particularly the number of 
individual defensive mistakes that 
have contributed to their dismal 
run. Players have been ostracised, 
as is Mourinho’s style, with Bale 
and Dele Alli now asked to take a 
more prominent role. Last night 
was a promising start with Alli and 
Bale on the scoresheet but their re-
sponse will be vital to Tottenham 
in the run-in, as will be Mourinho’s 
management of those individuals 
-- and the squad as a whole -- with 
his position under mounting pres-
sure.

Being in London at the family’s 
Belgravia home will help, rather 
than holed up alone in The Lowry, 
a five-star hotel in Manchester he 
preferred to buying a house in the 
area. But these next few games 
-- starting with Burnley’s visit on 
Sunday -- are crucial moments in 
determining whether Mourinho 
truly has evolved as manager and 
can break his own cycle.

His future at Tottenham de-
pends on it.

By Bill COnnelly, esPn staFF Writer 

ON Feb. 7, in the most important game 
of the Premier League season, Liverpool’s 
Alisson, generally regarded as one of the 
best keepers in the world, handed a game, 
and potentially the league title, to Man-
chester City.

First, he sent a pass directly to City’s Phil 
Foden, who assisted for Ilkay Gundogan 
for the go-ahead goal in the 73rd minute; 
just three minutes later, he did almost ex-
actly the same thing, only with Bernardo 
Silva as the thief and Raheem Sterling as 
the scorer.

It got worse this past weekend. In Ger-
many, Bayer Leverkusen’s Niklas Lomb 
fielded a simple back pass... or tried 
to, anyway. He whiffed, and a charging 
Florian Niederlechner put Augsburg 
ahead; the match ended in a 1-1 draw, and 
Leverkusen fell five points back from a 
Champions League spot. The same thing 
had happened to Marseille just two days 
earlier: keeper Steve Mandanda whiffed, 
Nantes’ Ludovic Blas scored and a favored 
Marseille dropped points.

These moments brought to mind a 
panel at the 2019 Sloan Sports Analytics 
Conference, in which Daryl Morey, cur-
rent Philadelphia 76ers president and soc-
cer-curious nerd, said to StatsBomb CEO 
Ted Knutson, “[passing the ball back to the 
goalkeeper] is absolute insanity.”

He explained his position. “Let’s say you 
assume you gain some small advantage 
of possession. You basically then need to 
connect like 50 passes to the front to get 
to an efficient spot. But then it gets even 
worse: the managers are choosing the 
goalies based on... their feet skills.”

To Morey, the purpose of a goalkeeper 
was getting muddled. “I would want a guy 
that can stop a ball that some other goalie 
cannot stop... The risk of passing it back 
is so, so high relative to the reward that 
it doesn’t make any sense.” To him, the 
downside -- a turnover in an extremely 
vulnerable position -- was not worth the 
marginal upside.

Anecdotally, this seems obvious. The di-
sasters are disastrous. But if teams led by 
the best, most successful managers in the 
sport keep playing the ball to their keep-
er’s feet, is there really a problem?

Playing out from the back is why 
teams press

Let’s begin exploring this by laying out 
some basic data:

- On average, teams in Europe’s Big 5 
leagues this season average 94.8 posses-
sions per match and begin 7.5% of them, 
about 7.1 per game, in the attacking third. 
They score about once every 32 times on 
these, or about 0.03 goals per possession. 
If they start a possession here because of a 
ball recovery, defensive action, disposses-
sion or take-on, the odds increase to 0.04 
goals per possession, or one in 23.

- Teams start 38.8% of their possessions, 
36.8 per game, in the middle third and 
score once every 61 times, or about 0.02 
goals per possession.

- Teams start 53.7% of their possessions, 
50.9 per game, in their defending third 
and score once every 89 times, or 0.01 
goals per possession.

This data alone tells you why teams are 
getting more aggressive at chasing pos-
session in advanced areas. You’re almost 
three times more likely to score when you 
start the ball in the attacking third, and in 
a sport in which teams average about 1.4 
goals per game, improving your odds of 
scoring however slightly can make a mas-
sive difference.

It’s no coincidence that the 14 teams 
from the “Big Five” leagues averaging at 
least two goals per match all start at least 
7.7% of their possessions in the attacking 
third, and five are over 9% (AC Milan, Bay-
ern Munich, Inter Milan, Manchester City, 
PSG: three of these teams are top of their 
respective leagues, too). Of the 21 teams av-
eraging under a goal per match, only two 
start more than 8% of their possessions in 
the attacking third (Nimes and poor Eibar, 
one of the best pressing and worst finish-
ing teams in the known universe).

For most non-Eibar teams, part of press-
ing high is also creating a high defensive 
line so you can confine opponents to a 
smaller area of the pitch. Once they’re 
locked into a tighter space, pressing after 
you’ve lost the ball is more likely to suc-
ceed. But building a high line generally 
requires quite a bit of passing in the back, 
and yes, the goalkeeper sometimes gets 
involved. As Gab Marcotti wrote after 
Alisson’s dueling howlers, “they don’t do 
it because they like to needlessly have a 
giggle or show off their tekkers mid-game. 
They do it because their managers believe 
it gives them an edge in terms of breaking 

Why top clubs will never 
stop playing from the back 

the press or enabling them to play a high-
er line or whatever, and that edge trans-
lates in goals and chances created.

Now, Morey’s rant was directed specifi-
cally at the act of a field player having the 
option of making a lower-percentage pass 
forward, but instead choosing to pass the 
ball to the goalkeeper. It does seem that 
the more you can build your line without 
getting the keeper involved, the better it 
is for you: teams whose keepers average 
more than 30 pass attempts per game 
start 7.2% of their possessions in the at-
tacking third, while their opponents are 
at 7.9%. This makes some logistical sense: 
a pressing team’s defensive line should 
end up near midfield and if your keeper 
is seeing that much action, the ball’s prob-
ably not close to where it should be. Only 
a few of Europe’s best teams -- basically, 
much of the Bundesliga’s top tier (Bayern 
Munich, Eintracht Frankfurt, Wolfsburg, 
Borussia Monchengladbach and, yes, Bay-
er Leverkusen) and Serie A’s Lazio -- get 
their keepers involved this much. Others 
like Atalanta (22.9 GK pass attempts per 
match), PSG (21.2) and Manchester United 
(19.2) don’t want their keepers’ feet touch-
ing the ball any more than it has to, but still 
generate solid pressure on the other end.

And now, a special word about 
West Ham

What would Morey do if he ran a club?
“My football club would be the ‘launch-

and-squish’ football club,” he told the 
Sloan audience. “Launch [the ball] and 
press and squish, keep them in their end 
and look for turnovers. It seems like that 
style is coming when I watch.” He and 
David Moyes might get along well, then, 
as Moyes’ West Ham United squad is the 
closest thing to a successful “launch-and-
squish” team in the Big 5 at the moment.

West Ham’s stats stick out like a sore 
thumb:

- Of the 24 Big 5 teams currently aver-
aging at least 1.8 points per match, they 
are the only one with a possession rate 
under 50% (and they’re at an extremely 
low 41.8%). - Only two of these teams have 
their keepers pass the ball (a) under 25 
times per match and (b) forward at least 
70% of the time: Diego Simeone’s pat-
ented defense-and-counter-attacking At-
letico Madrid and West Ham.

- While 20 of these 24 teams have their 
keeper send under 40% of his kicks to the 
opponent’s half of the field, West Ham 
does so 59% of the time.

- In part because of this, opponents are 
starting only 6.1% of their possessions in 
the attacking third; only six of these 24 
teams can top that. (Two of them, admit-
tedly, are Bayern and Eintracht, two of 
the more keeper-heavy passing teams in 
Europe.) - Their possession rate is low be-
cause of all the 50/50 balls downfield, but 
when they do establish possession, they 
advance the ball 24.0 meters per posses-
sion, sixth in the Premier League.

Moyes has never minded the idea of 

maintaining possession, but first and fore-
most he wants the ball out of his team’s 
half as quickly as possible. And this com-
bination is working staggeringly well this 
season: the Hammers are fourth in the 
Premier League, ahead of four of Eng-
land’s big six clubs, and only four points 
out of second.

Of course, they are far more “launch” 
than “squish.” They’re starting only 6.2% 
of possessions in the attacking third, and 
only 34.7% in the middle third. They allow 
17.7 passes per defensive action, fourth-
lowest in the league. They are as high as 
they are in the table because of their ex-
treme effectiveness in the midfield -- they 
average a goal every 43.5 possessions be-
ginning in the middle third, and they’re 
led in scoring by a central midfielder, the 
brilliant Tomas Soucek (who’s also second 
on the team in ball recoveries).

To maintain a top-four spot over the 
season’s final 13 league matches, West 
Ham might have to create a few more 
easy scoring opportunities for itself. But 
the verticality that the Hammers employ 
might be key to eventually breaking the 
possession game’s stranglehold.

The real threat of playing out from 
the back is...

The thing most likely to convince the 
richest clubs to change their possession 
ways probably won’t be a goalkeeper mis-
cue, no matter how much of a howler it 
may be. Instead, it might be that counter-
attacks -- “squish-and-launch,” if you will 
-- are getting better and better.

The most vulnerable moments for a 
rich, high-quality, high-possession team 
comes in the seconds after they lose the 
ball and their counter-press fails. Last 
season, Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City 
possessed the ball 66.3% of the time -- a 
decimal point behind Barcelona’s 66.4% 
for highest among the Big 5 -- and the ball 
spent so much time at the other end that 
opponents could only average 0.07 shots 
per possession, lowest in the Big 5. But 
the shots opponents earned were likely to 
spring from quality counter-attacks and 
were of extremely high quality -- 0.14 xG 
per shot, fifth-highest in the Big 5.

This meant that while City spent most 
of the year looking like the same domi-
nant team that had won the Premier 
League the two previous seasons, the 
Sky Blues stepped on enough random 
land mines that their point total fell to 81 
points, far behind champions Liverpool.

This year, Liverpool and defending 
Champions League winner Bayern Mu-
nich are suffering from their own issues in 
that regard.

Liverpool are still mostly the “high-
upside” team we’ve seen in recent sea-
sons -- their heavy pressing allows them 
to still start 10.2% of their possessions in 
the attacking third (second in the Big 5) 
and possess the ball 63.9% of the time 
(also second). But their patently absurd 
injury problems at center-back -- starters 

Virgil Van Dijk and Joe Gomez suffered 
long-term injuries, and virtually every 
replacement has gone the way of Spinal 
Tap drummers as well -- have created two 
different issues. First, they’ve helped cre-
ate random disasters in building from the 
back; then, when these disasters occur, 
this frail back line has struggled to prevent 
opponents from creating good chances. 
Opponents are starting only 5.0% of pos-
sessions in Liverpool’s defending third 
(third-best in the Big 5), but are averaging 
a goal every 17.2 such possessions (fourth-
worst).

Yes, Alisson’s case of the yips against 
City contributed to those numbers, but it 
was an issue long before that.

Bayern’s issues have come about in a 
slightly different way. Like Liverpool, the 
eight-time defending Bundesliga cham-
pions spend most of the time looking like 
Big, Bad Bayern -- they start 12.2% of their 
possessions in the attacking third (first 
in the Big 5), average 2.8 goals per match 
(first) and possess the ball 62.0% of the 
time (sixth). But their defensive timing has 
been randomly off.

Opponents begin a normal amount of 
their possessions in the middle third over-
all (32.4%, six percentage points lower 
than average), but Bayern allows a goal 
every 35.7 such possessions. In a 3-2 loss to 
Borussia Monchengladbach in January, all 
three goals they allowed came from coun-
ter-attacks following midfield turnovers. 
In a 3-3 draw against relegation-threat-
ened Arminia Bielefeld in mid-February, 
two goals came from quick vertical-thrust 
situations against their high defensive 
line, one from a long throw-in and one on 
a quick move from midfield.

Manchester City’s issues last year 
proved temporary: personnel changes 
and manager Pep Guardiola’s endless 
tinkering have led to enough of a solution 
that City is up to seventh in the Premier 
League in xG allowed per shot, while still 
allowing the fewest shots per possession. 
We could soon find that Bayern’s issues 
are equally short-term. After all, they’ve 
dealt with massive fixture congestion and 
constant shuffling of personnel; they also 
lost midfielder and occasional tactical 
fouler Thiago to Liverpool in the offsea-
son. (Then again, they’re about to lose de-
fender David Alaba this coming offseason 
as well.)

Liverpool’s issues could settle when 
they actually have their top two central 
defenders. Bayern could stabilize with 
fewer two-match weeks and steadier 
lineups. But these champions’ struggles 
have at least hinted at the way forward 
for teams looking to make up the current 
gaps in both talent and possession num-
bers. If a team figures out how to com-
bine the “launching” of a West Ham, the 
“squishing” of an Eibar and some proper 
finishing, we might see the recipe for a 
post-possession future, one with less goal-
keeper-related comedy.

liverpool’s play out from the back has memorably backfired in some high-profile games in 2021, though the tactic will never fade given 
how it helps possession-minded teams like the reds. (agencies)

Guardiola demands more as Man City cruise 
to brink of Champions League last eight 



 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s senior national soc-
cer team ‘Taifa Stars’ head coach 
Kim Poulsen has called veteran 
defender, Kelvin Yondani, back 
to the squad after the latter’s long 
absence in the squad.

Promising forward, Yohana 
Mkomola, has moreover earned 
a first senior national team’s call-
up.

Poulsen yesterday announced a 
squad which will prepare to play 
in the Africa Cup of Nations (AF-
CON) qualifiers against Equatorial 
Guinea and Libya, which will take 
place next month.

Yondani, who currently fea-
tures for Premier League outfit, 
Polisi Tanzania, was absent from 

Taifa Stars, which took part in the 
2021 African Nations Champion-
ship (CHAN) hosted by Cameroon, 
much as he was one of the players 
who had helped the squad secure 
progression to the showpiece.

The players is said to have not 
been selected for the national 
team once he had left his previous 
outfit Yanga.

Yanga had released the no non-
sense defender after the outfit’s 
contract with him had come to a 
close.

The player joined Polisi Tan-
zania during this season’s mini 
transfer window and he is play-
ing for the squad in domestic top 
flight matches.

Mkomola, who plays profession-
al football in Ukraine for Inhulets 

Petrove, will be donning Taifa 
Stars’ kits for the first time.

The youthful attacker last 
turned out for national U-17 soc-
cer team, Serengeti Boys.

Poulsen said he has selected 
some of players from the national 
U-20 squad to play for Taifa Stars 
with the aim of seeing to it they 
have consistency.

He stated: “We are preparing 
the youngsters for the next few 
years and that is why we are also 
giving them the opportunity to be 
part of the Taifa Stars.’’

The Taifa Stars’ players selected 
by Poulsen:

Goalkeepers: Aishi Manula 
(Simba) Metacha Mnata (Yanga) 
Juma Kaseja (KMC FC)

Defenders: Shomari Kapombe 

Why top clubs will never 
stop playing from the back

Comprehensive report, page 19

Defender Kelvin Yondani 
returns to Taifa Stars   

 Flexibles by David Chikoko
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

AFTER Yanga’s vice-chairman, Fred-
rick Mwakalebela, had accused Tanza-
nia Football Federation (TFF) of being 
unfair to his club, his case has now been 
referred to the federation’s special com-
mittee for hearing.

On February 19 this year, Mwakalebela 
spoke to reporters and in his statement 
he accused TFF of not treating Yanga 
fairly, especially in terms of ecisions on 
selection of stadiums.

“In Yanga we have seen that we are not 
being treated fairly by the football gov-
erning bodies in the sense of TFF, the Pre-
mier League Board, the 72 Hour Commit-
tee, as well as the referees’ committee,” 
Mwakalebela was quoted as saying.

Following these allegations, the League 
Steering and Management Committee 
and the Mainland Tanzania Premier 
League Board (TPLB) at its meeting on 
February 24, 2021, reviewed the conduct 
and events of the Premier League and 
First Division League (FDL) and made de-
cisions including Mwakalebela’s issue.

A statement issued by the board, 
through the information and commu-
nication department on February 25, 

stated: ‘’After reviewing the allegations 
(regarding Mwakalebela), the committee 
saw the need for the plaintiff to be given 
the basic right to be heard and to prove 
his case before the relevant committee to 
hear the case.’’

Yanga’s secretary general Haji Mfikir-
wa, who also announced that the club 
was being bullied by the football govern-
ing bodies in the country, stated they 
have no problem with their leader being 
summoned by TFF.

According to Mfikirwa the bodies’ deci-
sions led to Yanga ending up managing 
draw in their league fixtures against Kag-
era Sugar and Mbeya City FC.

Mfikirwa said Mwakalebela would heed 
to the call to express himself as the com-
plaints they had made were sure and the 
evidence was there as football is a game 
that is being played openly.

“Football is played openly, it is not 
played in a room, the clips are there, he 
will respond to the call and we did not is-
sue the comments without evidence, we 
were satisfied with the details and that’s 
why he spoke it to the reporters,’’ he dis-
closed.

Yanga top official 
summoned by TFF 
special committee 

Kili Marathon 2021 transforms Moshi           

Taifa Stars’ defender, Kelvin Yondani.

By Guardian Reporter

MOSHI town is now a beehive of activities as participants 
of the 2021 Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Marathon, sched-
uled for tomorrow, have started streaming in and getting 
ready for the marathon.

According to the Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Marathon 
Race Director, John Bayo, all necessary preparations have 
been completed ahead of the big day where participants 
will run in the Kilimanjaro Premium Lager’s 42km event, 
Tigo’s 21km race and Grand Malt 5km Fun Run.

“Towards this race which is expected to take place to-
morrow, starting and finishing at the Moshi Cooperative 
University (MoCU) Stadium, 95 percent of its preparations 
have been achieved”, he said.

He said the organizing committee had already ensured 
of enough security during the race after being assured by 
the Kilimanjaro regional police leadership regarding the 
matter.

“We have also received assurances from the Tanzania 
Rural and Urban Roads Agency (TARURA) regarding the 
routes to be used, whereby they have issued special per-
mits to close some of the roads that will be used during the 
race,’’ he said.

He estated that the roads will be closed from 6am to 11am 
during the day of the event.

He mentioned the roads as Sugar road, which leads to-
wards the TPC sugar factory, as well as the Kilimanjaro 
road, Lema road, Sokoine road, Khambaita road, VETA 
road and the Bustani Alley.

He said participants are still collecting their race num-
bers at Keys Hotel in Moshi and the exercise will today 
ahead of the big event tomorrow.

He confirmed that registration for the 42km and 5km 
events is still on but it will take place on cash basis, whereas 
entries for 21km race are completely sold out.

He further added that health precautions are still a pri-
ority for the organizers of the race which he said is ex-

Moshi residents, who will participate in this year’s Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Marathon, collect their 
race numbers in the town yesterday, ready for participating in the event slated for tomorrow in Moshi. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

pected to involve runners 
from within and outside the 
country and that they have 
followed all the guidelines 
provided by the govern-
ment.

Kilimanjaro Premium La-
ger’s Brand Manager, Irene 
Mutiganzi, said they have 
organized a series of events 
this weekend as a build up 
to the marathon and every-
thing was going on smooth-
ly.   

“We have organized a 
number of events on Friday 
and Saturday, among them 
entertainments which will 
include a performance 
by South African artiste, 
Prince Kaybee, which will 

be held at the Hugo’s Hotel 
gardens on Friday, whereby 
the climax of all these will 
be on Sunday, during the 
Kilimanjaro Premium La-
ger Marathon which will be 
held at the MoCU Stadium,’’ 
she said.

Meanwhile, most hotels 
and guest houses are al-
ready fully booked in Moshi 
as participants continue to 
stream in for the Sunday 
event as recreation places 
also record a huge number 
of attendees.

Sponsors are also busy 
doing promotional activi-
ties in all corners of the 
town to promote the event, 
causing a lot of excitement 

among Moshi residents and 
the visitors.

Sponsors for this year’s 
edition include, Kiliman-
jaro Premium Lager-42km, 
Tigo–Half Marathon, Grand 
Malt-5km, water table spon-
sors, Unilever Tanzania, 
Simba Cement, TPC Sugar, 
Kilimanjaro International 
Leather Company Limited, 
Kibo Palace Hotel and of-
ficial suppliers, namely 
Garda World Security, Keys 
Hotel and CMC Automobile.

The event is organized 
by Kilimanjaro Marathon 
Company Limited and na-
tionally coordinated by Ex-
ecutive Solutions Limited.

(Simba) Hassan Kessy (Mtib-
wa Sugar) Israel Mwenda 
(KMC) Erasto Nyoni (Simba) 
Bakari Nondo Mwamnyeto 
(Yanga) Dickson Job (Yanga) 
Kelvin Yondani (Tanzania Po-
lice) Carlos Protus (Namun-
go) Kennedy Juma (Simba), 
Laurent Alfred (Azam FC), 
Mohamed Hussein (Simba) 
David Bryson (KMC FC) Nick-
son Kibabage (Cabyfootoffi-
ciel, Morocco) Yassin Musta-
pha (Yanga), Edward Charles 
Manyama (Ruvu Shooting).

Midfielders: Simon Msuva 
(Wydad Casablanca, Moroc-
co) Hassan Dilunga (Simba) 
Ayoub Lyanga (Azam FC) No-
vatus Dismas (Maccabi Tel 
Aviv, Israel), Mzamiru Yassin 
(Simba) Jonas Mkude (Simba) 
Said Ndemla (Simba) Feisal 
Salum (Yanga) Himid Mao 
(Entag El Harby, Egypt) Ally 
Msengi (Stellenbosch South 
Africa), Salum Aboubakar 
‘Sure Boy’ (Azam FC) Baraka 
Majogoro (Mtibwa Sugar) 
Farid Mussa (Yanga) Iddi Se-
leman (Azam FC).

Forwards: Ditram Nchim-
bi (Yanga), Mbwana Samat-
ta (Fenerbahche, Turkey) 
Thomas Ulimwengu (TP 
Mazembe, DRC) John Bocco 
(Simba SC), Oscar Mkomola 
(Ukraine) Shaaban Iddi Chi-
lunda (Matfoot_officiel, Mo-
rocco)  Deus kaseke (Yan-
ga) Abdul Hamis Suleiman 
(Coastal Union), Kelvin John 
(Brook House College Acade-
my, England), Nassor Saadun 
Hamoud (MFK Vyskov, Czech 
Republic) and Meshack Abra-
ham (Gwambina FC).

Yanga’s vice-chairman, Fredrick Mwakalebela
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