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 By Smart money reporter

G EITA Buckreef Gold Project which is jointly owned by Ca-nadian gold magnate James Sinclair and State Mining Cor-poration (Stamico) will likely rival Buly-anhulu in producing large quantities of gold and copper.
Sinclair said in an interview that the mine which is estimated to last 16 years, will also benefit the country a lot because of the favourable joint venture agreement signed between Stamico and Buckreef Gold Corporation.

The financial arrangement contained in our JVA is unheard of in our industry and was ground breaking from its inception. Even now, contracts with companies in the extraction industry only share the net profits with the host nation. Other com-panies in the extraction industry do not share the actual gold,” Sinclair said. He noted that under the JVA, not only does Stamico have a profit share of net earnings in the minerals extracted but also owns a share of the actual minerals whose value is estimated at U$50 million 

expert says Buckreef project to rival Bulyanhulu in bumper mineral output

KiGALi 

OVEr the weekend, the Ministry of Health announced that henceforth, it will be manda-tory for people to wear masks whenever they step out of their homes in a bid to curb the spread of coronavirus.
Consequently, the Food and Drug Authority announced that 22 local firms had received ap-proval for production and sale of face masks in the country. The firms were required to present samples which were matched against global standards and requirements for the ap-proval process.

The approval saw barrier masks made out of approved fabric or cloth added to the list of approved personal protective equipment. Pre-viously, only surgical masks and N95 respira-tor were common but often in short supply as they were imported.
Firms who spoke to The New Times said that over the weekend, they had been work-ing on repurposing their production plants to respond to the demand which production ex-pected to kick off today.

With most of the companies previously op-erating as garment manufacturers, they said 

that their staff have adequate skills in produc-tion of quality barrier masks which had so far received approval from the regulator.A majority of producers who spoke to this newspaper said that they were pursuing indus-try prices between rwf500 to rwf900 for a re-usable mask, meaning that retail prices could be higher. This is also with a consideration that some members of the public might want to ac-quire more than one mask per person.With rwanda’s population estimated at over 12 million citizens and residents, unofficial es-timates put required masks at as much as 20 million taking into account ownership of over one mask by some as well as replacements over time. 
Local production of the masks will, among other things, reduce the dependence on im-ports which have also been problematic. Some economic blocs have put restrictions on ex-ports of medical equipment outside their bloc to meet their demand needs. 

In the instances where the imports of prod-ucts such as masks are available, they are expensive and out of reach for the ordinary public. For instance, a quick spot check across 

a number of pharmacies established that single use masks were retailing at between rwf1,000 to rwf1,500 per piece.This means that an essential service provid-er could spend up over rwf5,000 per week if they are relying on imported masks. Laurène Umutoni, the founder of UZI Collections, a popular garment producer in the country told The New Times that since presenting samples for approval, her firm had been mak-ing adjustments in readiness for production.Beyond production of masks, the firm has also put in place measures to ensure hygien-ic packaging based on the guidelines by the regulator. The firm kicks off production today with a target of production of between 400-500 masks daily with employees working two shifts a day. The enterprise is further working on the possibility of increasing production capacity.
Further planning, Umutoni said, has in-volved working with producers of raw ma-terials and fabric to ensure that they do not run short of raw materials. “We have already engaged suppliers such as UTEXrWA to make sure that we have a steady supply of quality 

raw materials at affordable costs,” she said.While the brand might have previously been known for fancy outfits, she said that repurposing production will also see quality maintained at costs affordable to all people. Joy Ndungutse the founder and Chief Execu-tive Officer of Gahaya Links another firm that has approval to produce the masks said that the company’s business model works on a so-cial enterprise model involving women from all across the country including rural areas.With a network of over 4000 women, she said that they are in position to respond to the demand of masks by integrating as many women as will be required in the process. This she said would also ensure that the women, es-pecially from rural households, have income at a time when most of their revenue streams had been halted as a result of the lockdown.She noted that with the pandemic and its consequent effects, as opposed to competition they were engaging in partnership and cooper-ation along the value chain to ensure produc-tion to maximum capacity.
“In the production process, we are work-ing with partners as opposed to competing to 

make sure that as much raw material is avail-able to ensure that all rwandans have access to face masks as was directed,” Ndugutse said. She said that they were working with local sup-pliers of fabrics to ensure uninterrupted sup-ply.
In regards to the costs and affordability of masks, she said that like other firms, they would be lowering their profit margins to en-sure affordability for all rwandans and resi-dents. While they are yet to announce the final price, she said that they are working to ensure that products which will be re-usable will be priced as affordably as possible.Officials from Utexirwa, a textile company said that the firm is aware that their role in the value chain includes production of masks and fabrics for most of the producers noting that they have readjusted their production plant.They noted that at the moment, they had ad-equate raw materials with production expect-ed to commence today with between 75 to 100 workers. The production they said will seek to produce masks as well as fabric approved for masks to ensure local producers have enough for coming weeks.

will local firms cope with the demand for face masks?

Drilling going at Buckreef Gold Project in Geita region. file photo. 

S. Africa’s medium businesses aren’t lagging in digitalisation

health, Community Development, Gender, elderly and Children minister Ummy mwalimu (2nd L) receives a dummy cheque for 

100m/- from Songas Limited’s managing Director, Anael Samuel ( r) being donation in supporting government’s fight against 

the novel coronavirus at a ceremony held in Dar es Salaam on friday. Photo courtesy of Songas. 

JohANNeSBUrG 

MEDIUM businesses in South Africa, those with 500 or fewer employees, are not lagging when it comes to digital modernisation – but challenges like talent retention, funding and attitudes of leaders remain.This is according to an IDG survey Spotlight: The State of SMBs and IT today, commissioned by Dell Technologies and Intel, covering the motivations and challenges that medium businesses weigh as they adopt digital technologies.According to the survey, local medium businesses rated their ability to use IT for competitive differentiation very highly: 53% saw it as very good, while 43% rated it as quite good and cited budget restrictions as the greatest barrier. 4% rated their ability as ‘not bad’ - no company chose the lowest tier.
51% cited competing with new competitors and start-ups in a changing marketplace, while 43% were concerned about cash-flow issues or lack of budget to invest in infrastructure. Nearly as many are worried about their ability to attract and retain talent and the same number, 40%, pointed to the state of the macro-economy.

Dell Technologies added that unlike their European peers, South African medium businesses are less concerned about 

the impact of rules and regulations. By far, growing their businesses was the primary concern among respondents.Talent retention led the concerns around managing IT, cit-ed by 15% of the surveyed medium businesses. This was fol-lowed by information security risks (13%), cost of in-house IT skills (13%), and vendor management of service level agree-ments (11%). 
Training staff on new software (28%), the time demands of security challenges (17%) and strategic alignment with the business (15%) dominated challenges around supporting business needs. Helpdesk response time and limited pro-ductivity budgets were also mentioned.42% ranked IT as one of their best opportunities to grow their businesses, and 40% regard it as an important source of competitive differentiation. But a large majority - 68% - said that despite IT’s importance, business leaders still don’t understand its value.

Doug Woolley, Managing Director at Dell Technologies South Africa, said, “South Africa’s medium businesses are clearly not lagging behind the digital modernisation curve. The challenges they face are often the same as the major markets. But there are also unique approaches that fit the contexts of Africa and her many different regions. It shows a business sector in touch with its communities and customer 

as per Canadian National Instrument 43-101 which values the Buckreef Project. “Tanzania’s 45 percent interest in the asset is val-ued at more than U$50,000,000 which represents Tanzania’s portion of the present value of the as-set,” he added while explaining  that when his com-pany submitted a bid for the Buckreef Project and was awarded it for U$3 million, the mineralization was not expected to be as established  recently.“Tanzania also receives royalties, together with income taxes on the overall share of the project. This means Tanzania ultimately receives more than a 50 percent share in Buckreef. It needs to be men-tioned that Tanzania has no risk whatsoever in the project, no capital investment in Buckreef, no fi-nancial responsibility or outlay, and is not required to do anything in order to share in the gains,” Sin-clair who has invested over U$150 million in vari-ous mines in the country stated. “The present life of the mine is projected to be at least 16 years, and we expect 16 years and be-yond from the mineralization revealed in the deep drilling process we have undertaken. At the present time we anticipate 100,000 to 200,000 ounces of gold per year. We already know we have a great mine in Buckreef,” he noted (Sinclair’s full inter-view is on page 15).
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‘COVID-19 clinical
coalition likely to
generate African
localised solutions’
NAIROBI

A COVID-19 coalition launched to fast-
track clinical research and development 
(R&D) in low-resource countries could 
help Africa find local solutions to the 
pandemic, experts say.

Monique Wasunna (pictured), Africa 
regional director at Drugs for Neglected 
Diseases (DND) initiative, says that the 
coalition will accelerate research for 
effective COVID-19 drugs, pre-exposure 
actions to protect health care workers 
and vulnerable groups, as well as post-
exposure care for those infected.

A DND study says global health 
partnerships and coalitions of disease 
investigators from Africa and the 
developed world are imbalanced 
with African scientists having limited 
opportunities to make intellectual 
contributions to the process.

“Global health research also depends 
on strong clinical, laboratory and human 
resource infrastructure. While such 
resources exist in the West, they are scarce 
in Africa and limit contributions of African 
researchers,” the study asserts.

But on the COVID-19 coalition 
Monique says local experts will be part 
of international plans to evaluate the 
safety and effectiveness of new diagnostic 
tools, drugs, vaccines, and non-medical 
interventions to prevent, diagnose, and 
treat COVID-19.

The fight against the pandemic is 
likely to promote new clinical research, 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

FRANCE is mobilising resources to help the 
most vulnerable countries in Africa including 
Tanzania to effectively fight against the 
coronavirus and resist economic shocks.

 Ambassador Frederic Clavier said in statement 
yesterday that the French Development Agency 
(AFD) has set aside euro 1.2bn (three trillion/-) to 
support efforts against the Covid-19 pandemic in 
the continent.  

Ambassador Clavier said the financing relates 
to researches and strengthening health systems TURN TO PAGE 2
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By Guardian Reporters

THE number of coronavirus cases in the 
country reached 254 yesterday after 84 new ones 
were registered in 16 regions.

Ummy Mwalimu, Minister of Health, 
Community Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children said in a statement issued yesterday 
that  33 patients were registered in Dar es Salaam, 
Arusha (4), Mbeya (3), Kilimanjaro (3) , Coast (3), 
Tanga (3), Manyara (2), Dodoma (3), Mwanza (3),  
Ruvuma (2), Morogoro (2) Rukwa (2), Mara (1), 
Mtwara (1), Kagera (1) and Tabora (1).

The number includes 23 cases, which were 
earlier announced in Zanzibar.

The minister said three more fatalities were 
registered in Dar es Salaam.

All patients in the Mainland are progressing 
well, while four patients were placed in an 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in Zanzibar.

Late last week, Zanzibar Health Minister Hamad 
Rashid Mohamed said in a brief statement that 
the total number of confirmed cases in the Isles 
now stands at 58 and three fatalities, with two 
new cases registered in Pemba.

Out of the 23 new Isles cases, 21 are Tanzanian 
nationals while two are foreigners who are 
residents of Zanzibar, he said.

The two foreigners who have contracted the 
disease in the Isles are citizens of France and 
Cuba.

With Dar es Salaam having the majority of 
cases, various regions have also been listed to 
have new cases including Mbeya, Mara, Tabora, 
Manyara, Dodoma, Morogoro, Rukwa and Tanga.

So far, 11 patients had recovered and were 

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

BUSINESS was suspended in the ongoing 
Budget session of the National Assembly for the 
day to allow disinfecting the debating chamber 
following a report that one MP has contracted 
the novel coronavirus.

Dr. Tulia Ackson, the Deputy Speaker, 
explained the move when postponing the 
session, saying the MP traveled travelled to 
Dar es Salaam in recent days and returned to 
Dodoma on Wednesday last week.

Armed with masks as recommended by medical experts and advised by various authorities, chiefly as a precaution against Covid-19 infections, 
Dar es Salaam residents board a commuter bus at Gerezani stand yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

France leads EU states in 
Covid-19 emergency aid

COVID-19 countrywide 
as 84 new cases emerge

House skips session 
as MP tests positive

in the sub-Saharan Africa.
“This is my government’s plan, to ensure 

African countries fight the pandemic, but also 
fight economic downturns from the pandemic,” 
he declared.

In the case of Tanzania, besides targeting 
the pandemic, French companies present in 
Tanzania are being asked to join hands and 
support government efforts by offering sanitary 
products and medical equipment needed to 
fight the propagation of the disease.

Clavier said Tanzania will benefit 

She warned the lawmakers to stop sharing 
tablets and other gadgets as an aspect of 
behavior changes aimed at containing the 
disease.

The MP was progressing well as the 
government ensures he receives recommended 
medical treatment, she said.

Dr Ackson said following the situation, 
sanitation officials from the Ministry of Health, 
Community Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children embarked on an operation to 

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

The fight against the 
pandemic is likely to 
promote new clinical 
research, including, 
ensuring standardised 
research protocols and 
to aim at developing 
vaccines and other 
medicines for Africa
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Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age who have 
serious underlying medical conditions may be 
at higher risk for more serious complications 
from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3

SHARE FACTS ABOUT COVID-19

cdc.gov/COVID-19

nJPM mourns Rev Gertrude Rwakatare 

Inside – Special Focus:

The Dr Reginald 
Abraham Mengi 
legacy: Celebrating 
the life of a Tanzanian 
philanthropist and 
environmentalist. - 
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NEWS  

discharged from treatment centres.
The United States has announced 

plans to evacuate its citizens from 
Tanzania.

The Department of State said the 
US had also issued a global level four 
health advisory to American citizens to 
avoid all international travel due to the 
global impact of Covid-19.

Meanwhile, Tanzania has since 
suspended all international flights in 
an effort to contain the spread of the 
pandemic..

As of yesterday, globally confirmed 
cases surpassed 2.4 million with 
more than 640,249 recoveries. The 
coronavirus has affected virtually all 
countries and territories around the 
world.

FROM PAGE 1

COVID-19 countrywide 
as 84 new cases emerge

including, ensuring standardised 
research protocols and to aim at 
developing vaccines and other 
medicines for Africa, says Wasunna 
whose organisation is a member of the 
coalition.  

The coalition is made up of health 
experts, policymakers and others 
from institutions such as ministries of 
health, universities, not-for-profit R&D 
organisations, donor agencies and 
concerned international organisations.

 Most COVID-19 clinical trials are 
being conducted or planned in China 
and South Korea and high-income 
countries in Europe and North America, 
with only a few trials being planned in 
regions such as Africa or Central and 
South America, says a commentary 
published in the UK medical journal, 
Lancet earlier this month.

The article calls for support for low- 

and- middle-income countries to boost 
their capacity to undertake COVID-
related trials to help identify solutions 
that are specific to their needs.

“Strong funding, political support, 
effective collaboration, adequate 
expertise and resources, tied to 
informed guidance will be needed 
to ensure access of new tools and 
strategies,” says Wasunna.

“Coalition members are beginning 
to work through a series of expertise-
specific working groups to identify 
solutions to the major obstacles to 
rapidly move ahead with new clinical 
research,” she affirmed.

 Chikwe Ihekweazu, director-general 
of the Nigeria Centre for Disease 
Control, a member of the coalition, saw 
involvement of research institutions 
and national public health institutes 
from Sub-Saharan Africa in the 
coalition as an opportunity.

He said it means that the region can 

contribute strongly to solutions such 
as vaccines and other medicines  and 
how they  can be used in the African 
context.

World Health Organization data 
indicates that of the nearly two million 
COVID-19 cases and 152,707 deaths 
worldwide confirmed as of late las 
week, Africa had 13,892 cases and 658 
deaths.

 “Across the world, people are anxious 
at the rising numbers and absence of 
vaccines and therapeutics (medicines) 
for COVID-19,” says Ihekweazu.

 Members of African institutions 
that form part of the COVID-19 clinical 
research coalition include Addis Ababa 
University, Ghana Health Service, South 
African Medical Research Council, 
Ifakara Health Institute in Tanzania 
and Makerere University in Uganda.

By being part of this coalition, 
Sub-Saharan Africa is showing its 
commitment to working together and 

advocating for equitable and affordable 
access to interventions, explains 
Ihekweazu.

 Wasunna said that sharing 
clinical trials data will help African 
policymakers to get the information 
they need as quickly as possible in 
individual countries and across the 
region.  

 Evidence generated from the 
process will rapidly be made available 
to policy makers so that they can 
make evidence-based decisions and 
guidelines for their populations, 
explains Wasunna.

“Coalition members will shortly start 
using new communication platforms to 
connect with one another and find any 
particular expertise they are looking 
for, partners for research.

Answers to outstanding questions 
are being worked out as activities of the 
coalition are still being determined, the 
director added.

FROM PAGE 1

‘COVID-19 clinical coalition likely to generate African localised solutions’

de-contaminate the House with a 
disinfectant.

“No one should remain at Bunge 
grounds after I adjourn today’s session. 
Health experts will be spraying 
disinfectants in all corners of the 
chambers,” she asserted.  

Meanwhile, President John Magufuli 
has conveyed condolences to the family, 
MPs and adherents of ‘Mikocheni B’ 
Assemblies of God Church Rev Dr 
Gertrude Rwakatare (pictured) that 
happened early yesterday in Dar es 
Salaam.

In his message of condolences 
President Magufuli said he was 
saddened by the death of Dr Rwakatare 
who he said was a great religious 
devotee, kind, respectful, a fighter of 
unity and peace and a true patriot. 

President Magufuli also requested 
Speaker Job Ndugai to convey his 
sincere condolences to all MPs and 
followers of the late Dr Rwakatare’s 
church.

“In this period of mourning let us all 
pray for Rev Rwakatare to rest in peace 
and I beseech her followers to continue 
with all the good done by her during 
her life,” the message intoned.

 MPs yesterday observed a ‘one-
minute silence’ to mourn the late 
Special Seats MP Dr Gertrude 
Rwakatare (69).

Speaker Ndugai said in a statement 
that Dr Rwakatare will be buried in a 
day to be communicated later after 
consultations with her family.

“I have received with shock the news 
on the demise of Dr Rwakatare. My 
condolences go to her family, church 
followers and MPs. May God comfort 
you during this difficult time. May her 
soul rest in peace,” he said.

Interviewed, some MPs describe 
the late Rwakatare as a person who 
has contributed to the country’s 
development especially in the 
education sector. They said the late 
Rwakatare was so much concerned 
with the lives of others and always 
prayed for individuals as well as the 
nation.

Special Seats MP Ritha Kabati (CCM) 
said: We will always remember her 
as she used to pray for us even in 

Parliament grounds.
“She was leading thousands of 

people through her church—Mikocheni 
B Assemblies of God, I was shocked not 
seeing her during Sunday prayers,” she 
said.

The late Rwakatare could spend 
almost ten minutes praying for the 
nation when contributing to debates 
in the National Assembly, the MP 
remarked.

Ulanga MP Goodluck Mlinga 
(CCM) said of her as a leader who 
was in the frontline in fighting for 
women’s advancement. He said the 
late Rwakatare would even spend her 
own monies to empower women and 
support various groups in the society.

“She was also providing support 
to our party—CCM. This is seriously a 
great loss as we prepare for the general 
elections,” he said.

Special Seats MP, Devotha Minja 
(Chadema) said Rev. Rwakatare was 
working closely with MPs from both 
parts of the aisle to find solutions to 
various challenges facing people in 
her birthplace region of Morogoro. 
She was kind and good hearted, she 
emphasized.

The late Rwakatare contributed to 
the country’s development through 
establishment of various projects 
including St Mary’s primary and 
secondary schools, she pointed out.

The schools are in Tabata and Mbezi 
suburbs of Dar es Salaam, as well as 
in Morogoro, Mbeya, Dodoma and 
Mwanza.

Sumbawanga Urban MP Hillary Aeshi 
(CCM) said the late MP and himself 
were sitting closely in the National 
Assembly, noting that she always 
listened to others and guided others on 
a number of issues.

Dr Rwakatare was first appointed 
Special Seats MP in 2007 by former 
President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete via 
CCM.

FROM PAGE 1

House skips session 
as MP tests positive

Arumeru district commissioner Jerry Muro (L) registers in the Permanent Voters Register at Lyamungo Central village in Hai District at the weekend. Photo: 
Correspondent Woinde Shizza

proportionally with the needs of its 
population in the bilateral, European 
and multilateral initiatives supported 
by France.

“The French Embassy already 
supports within its ability national 
efforts in the fight against Covid-19 and 
its consequences,” he said.

One such effort is an ongoing agro-
ecology project, implemented by 
SwissAid and Tanzanian NGOs SAT 
and TOAM, that aims to improve 
sustainable livelihoods for 6000 

smallholder farmers, which has been 
adapted to help curb the spread of the 
pandemic among the rural population. 

About 500,000 euros will be directed 
to epidemic prevention, food security 
and economic assistance to high risk 
and vulnerable rural populations, he 
elaborated.

He said that for a long time, France 
through AFD has been assisting African 
countries in various fields, spending 
euro 11 billion last year, the fifth country 
globally among those that provide aid. 

On April 8 French President 

Emmanuel Macron announced an 
immediate deployment of € 1.2 billion 
to combat Covid-19 in Africa.

An initiative, “COVID-19 – Health in 
Common” implemented by AFD seeks 
to strengthen healthcare systems in 
Africa as well as African detection and 
scientific research capacities.

“But this action will not only provide 
an immediate response to short-term 
health challenges but also tackle major 
economic and social consequences 
and prepare for after the crisis,” the 
president noted.

In parallel with this bilateral effort, 
France exercises relentless advocacy 
within European and international 
institutions so that Africa is prioritized 
in the multilateral response.

France is the fifth largest donor 
country in the world, with official public 
development aid which amounted 
to nearly € 11 billion last year. In the 
context of the Covid-19 crisis, “all the 
channels of this aid are fully mobilized 
and France is working with its partners 
in major multilateral instruments to 
support Africa,” the envoy added.

FROM PAGE 1

France leads EU states in Covid-19 emergency aid

Zanzibar Second Vice President Seif Ali Idd (C) is welcomed by Mohamed Aboud Mohamed (R), Minister of State in his Office, on arrival at the venue of yesterday’s 
ceremony at which businessman Rostam Aziz presented equipment and supplies worth 500m/- to the Zanzibar government in support of the war on Covid-19 
infection. Photo: Correspondent Martin Kabemba

NAIROBI

THE Kenyan government has told 
people living in Tana River and Garissa 
to move to higher grounds as Masinga, 
Kindaruma and Kiambere dams are all 
full and will spill over in the next two 
days.

The three dams, which are holding 
millions of cubic meters of water, are 
expected to start overflowing in the 
next two days, posing a major risk to 
people living around them.

Four Cabinet secretaries – 
Fred Matiang’i (Interior), Charles 
Keter (Energy), Keriako Tobiko 
(Environment) and Eugene Wamalwa 
(Devolution), yesterday said that the 
government does not want to deal 
with yet another disaster, similar to 
the one in West Pokot, and hence told 
those living near the dams to move to 
safer grounds. “The three are already 
full to the capacity and there is a spill 
already. The people should move to a 
higher ground because the flooding is 
coming,”  Keter said.

In addition to Tana River and Garissa, 
the government has also issued a red 
alert to people living in upper Kitui, 
Murang’a and Elgeyo-Marakwet that 

they will experience floods due to the 
ongoing long rains.

Meanwhile, The number of people in 
Kenya who have tested positive for the 
coronavirus (Covid-19) has risen to 281 
following the confirmation of 11 more 
cases. The 11 are five females and six 
males all aged between 11 and 80 years.

Making the announcement yesterday 
afternoon, Health Cabinet Secretary 
Mutahi Kagwe said seven of the new 
cases were reported in Mombasa while 
four were reported in Nairobi.

  Kagwe also announced that two 
more patients, one of them being a 
doctor, have recovered, bringing the 
number of recoveries to 69. 

The number of deaths remains at 14.
In the same vein, carefree teens and 

young adults are emerging as one of 
the weakest links in slowing down the 
spread of coronavirus in Kenya, as they 
continue to act irresponsibly. 

They are still throwing parties and 
organising social events. Currently, 
about 30 per cent of all infections 
comprise those below the age of 29, 
while 92 per cent are below 59, bringing 
a new headache to parents worried 
about their children.

AGENCIES

Dams about to spill 
over, Kenya warns
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Dr Reginald A. Mengi legacy
“For a long time we’ve been saying Africa is poor but 
that’s wrong. Africa as a continent is not poor; it’s the 
people who are poor. Instead of saying Africa is poor 
we should open our eyes that Africa as a continent is 
very rich, but of course, people are poor.”

By Correspondent Mboneko Munyaga

T
HERE is no doubt whatsoever 
that Dr Reginald Abraham 
Mengi was a trailblazer 
businessman whose tale of 

overcoming adversity to become one 
of the world’s richest persons will years 
continue to inspire others and draw a 
legion of enthusiasts and followers by 
far beyond our immediate imagination. 

Yet, we honour and celebrate his 
life’s story not on account of the 
millions he left behind but rather 
thanks to his dedication and selfless 
service to society that was at the same 
time a hallmark of his business career, 
rare qualities for many in his kind of 
position.

Admittedly, Tanzania has many 
businessmen and women, some 
richer than he was. However, it is 
almost impossible to get someone 
who fits the enviable and glamorous 
role in life as a businessman, public 
servant, philanthropist, social activist, 
internationalist and friend to many 
that Dr Mengi simultaneously was – all 
rolled into one.

Society and the world noticed 
and recognised him for the human 
gem that he was – and honoured 
him accordingly, as he bestrode the 
business world like a colossus.

On May 7, 2012 in Oslo, Norway, 
Dr Mengi was awarded the Business 
for Peace Award for that year in 
recognition of his selfless commitment 
and creditable actions promoting 
socially responsible, responsive and 
ethical business practices.

The Award Committee comprised 
the Nobel Laureates of the Oslo-based 
Business for Peace Foundation, which is 
supported by notable businesspeople, 
politicians and scholars.

There were only seven honourees 
from around the world that year. In 
other words, Dr Mengi was a Nobel 
Prize Laureate for Business from 
Tanzania.

Again in Oslo, he was on May 28 the 
same year awarded the twin United 
Nations Awards for leadership and 
humanitarian activities and for lifetime 
achievement.

The two awards – namely, “2010 
Global Leadership and Humanitarian 
Award” and  the “United Nations NGO 
Lifetime Achievement Award” – are 
given to individuals and institutions 
throughout the world who make 
significant contributions to the UN’s 
work in achieving global development 
objectives and goals and objectives, 
particularly poverty reduction and 
helping people with disabilities.

It will be recalled that Dr Mengi 
sank his heart and all in a micro-
lending movement popularly known 
as VICOBA chiefly meant to empower 
women and the youth economically. 

He also wholeheartedly championed 
the rights of people with albinism.

The first award was created only two 
years before Dr Mengi became one of 
its groundbreaking honourees, which 
in itself goes a long way to explaining 
how the world valued his work.

Dr Mengi was also the recipient of 
the Martin Luther King, Jr Drum Major 
for Justice Award (2008) and was 
earlier voted consecutively for four 
years (2000-2003) as East Africa’s Most 
Respected Chief Executive Officer of 
the year.

Also, the East African Environmental 
Network awarded him the 
Environmental Leadership Award in 
recognition of his efforts to safeguard 
and promote the environment, 
improving the quality of life and 
promoting peace.

In 2014, Dr Mengi bagged the Business 

Leader of the Year Award, established 
by the global news network CNBC 
Africa, the All Africa Business Leaders 
Award (AABLA) and The International 
Order of the Lions Award for his efforts 
to support children’s health. 

A Kiswahili saying goes thus: “Mcheza 
kwao hutuzwa,” literally meaning that 
whoever brings honour back home 
ought to be rewarded. Such, too, was 
the case with Dr Mengi. In 1994, he 
was awarded the Order of the United 
Republic of Tanzania by President 
Ali Hassan Mwinyi for work seen as 
having brought the country honour 
and praise.

Again, the next year, Dr Mengi 
took home the Order of the Arusha 
Declaration of the First Class for earning 
Tanzania distinction economically.

Dr Mengi always had a soft spot in his 
heart for orphaned children, who also 

appreciated his fatherly care. In 2014, 
the New Hope Family Group, a centre 
for orphaned children, awarded him 
a trophy for “caring and valuing the 
community”.

The following year saw Dr Mengi 
taking home “The Community 
Award” from the Tanzania Awards 
International Limited. The Medical 
Women Association of Tanzania 
(MEWATA) also awarded him for his 
outstanding support in the fight against 
breast cancer in the country.

The Muslim Council of Tanzania 
(BAKWATA) meanwhile awarded him 
a Certificate of Appreciation for his 
noticeable support and exemplary 
dedication to society.

Other public recognition for Dr Mengi 
included: Certificate of Appreciation 
from Rombo Development Trust Fund 
– 2003, Certificate of Appreciation 

from Arusha Women Development 
Initiative Support – 2004, and 
Certificate of Appreciation from the 
Registered Trustees of the Community 
Development Services – 2004.

More recognition came from Msama 
Promotions – Trophy in recognition 
of caring for and valuing people with 
disability – 2006, Msama Promotions – 
Trophy for High Respect Award – 2007, 
Certificate from the Dar es Salaam-
based Tanzania Institute of Media 
Education (TIME) for Creativity, and a 
token from the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) for support and Dedication 
to Society.

Also, Dr Mengi was also awarded a 
Tanzania Muslim Hajj Trust Certificate 
of Appreciation for Service and 
Cooperation in 1998 and a Certificate 
for supporting National Sports Day for 
the Disabled – 2000.

A model businessman who served
his country and nation with pride

In 1998, he was appointed to 
the Board of the London-based 
Commonwealth Business Council – 
serving as Director throughout.

He was also Chairman of the Media 
Owners Association of Tanzania 
(MOAT), formed in 2003 as a grouping 
to advance the interests of media 
owners, and a lifetime member of the 
Tanzania National Business Council – 
from 2007 chairing its Working Group 
on empowering SMEs and other 
businesses.

Dr Mengi also chaired – since 1992 
– the People with Disabilities Trust 
Fund, an NGO that mobilised funds 
for people with disabilities. Also, he 
was a member of the Presidential 
International Investors Round Table, 
whose views contributed greatly to 
Tanzania’s foreign investment policy.

From 2005 to 2009 he chaired the 
Confederation of Tanzania Industries, 
an umbrella organisation representing 
private sector industries in the country.

Dr Mengi concurrently served as 
a Commissioner on the Tanzania 
HIV/AIDS Commission (TACAIDS) – a 
statutory body for formulating viable 
responses to the AIDS pandemic, 
whose members are appointed by the 
Prime Minister of the United Republic 
of Tanzania. 

From 1997 to 2006, he was the 
Chairman of the National Environment 
Management Council of Tanzania 
and was highly credited for giving the 
agency a sense of mission and direction 
in its very infant days. 

Dr Mengi served for eight years 
(2000-2007) as Chairman of ICC 
Tanzania, the National Committee 
of the International Chamber of 
Commerce. Meanwhile, he also served 
as Board Director of the Rockefeller 
Foundation-backed Leadership for 
Environment and Development 
(LEAD). He resigned in 2003 after three 
years on the board. 

In 2008, he chaired the Arusha-based 
East African Business Council, an organ 
of the East African Community tasked 
with setting a common business agenda 
for the economic bloc’s member states: 
Tanzania, Kenya Uganda, Rwanda and 
Burundi. 

For a long 16 years, Dr Mengi was 
the Chairman of the National Board of 
Accountants and Auditors (NBAA), the 
statutory body for all accountants and 
auditors in Tanzania.

Dr Mengi also served as Chairman 
of the Tanzania Chapter of the 
Commonwealth Press Union from 1997 
to 1999.

No one can successfully investigate 
the ways of God, but it is quite clear 
that Dr Mengi passed on at a time when 
his country and the world still badly 
needed him. However, all that remains 
now is to try and follow in his footsteps 
– to learn from his legacy.

Dr Reginald Mengi with former Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo on the sidelines of the March 21, 2018 African Continental Free Trade Area meeting organised 
by the African Union and held in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Dr Mengi visits a women entrepreneurs’ exhibition in Dar es Salaam, accompanied by Tanzania Women Chamber of 
Commerce chairperson Jacqueline Maleko (R).

A memorable opportunity for Dr Mengi as he is taken around the “bowels” of a Barrick gold mine in Kahama District, 
Shinyanga Region.
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Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children minister Ummy Mwalimu (3rd-L) makes remarks shortly after receiving a dummy cheque for 
172.5m/- from Sanlam Life Insurance and Sanlam General Insurance in Dar es Salaam at the weekend in support of the government’s efforts to fight off Covid-19. 
The others include Sanlam Life head of human resources Charles Mbaga, CEO Khamis Suleiman, board chairman Dr Matern Lumbanga, East Zone executive Julius 
Magabe and Sanlam General Insurance chief executive Gift Noko. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

THE government has recovered 
249.4bn/- through the asset tracing and 
recovery unit under the Prevention 
and Combating of Corruption Bureau 
(PCCB), from December to March this 
year, the House heard yesterday.

Through the special unit, eight 
houses worth 11.63bn/-, five vehicles 
valued 126m/- and four land plots have 
been confiscated.

Minister of State, President’s 
Office (Public Service Management 
and Good Governance), George 
Mkuchika, said   in the august House 
here when responding to a question 
from Mtwara-Urban MP, Maftah 

Nachuma (CUF) who wanted to 
know the government’s strategies in 
fighting corruption.

In his response, Mkuchika told the 
National Assembly that establishment 
of the tracing and recovery unit has 
helped the government to save US 
$ 61.1 million (52,8bn/), 14 vehicles 
worth 635m/- and 15 houses valued at 
13.95bn/-.

According to Mkuchika, the 

government is determined to fight 
corruption in the country hence review 
of a number of laws including Section 
200 of the Economic and Organised 
Crime Control Act. 

He said the government has also 
reviewed several sections of the law 
as well as putting more offences in 
the list of charges under economic 
sabotage.

The minister informed that 

establishment of the Government 
Electronic Payment Gateway (GePG) 
was meant to control and enhance 
revenue collections. He said the 
government has also directed most of 
its institutions and ministries to start 
offering services electronically.

“We have improved provision of 
services electronically, this will help 
control corruption and enhance 
revenue collections”, said the minister, 

adding establishment of the Economic, 
Corruption and Organised Crime Court 
under the High Court of Tanzania was 
meant to enhance the war against 
corruption.

He said the government is aware 
of the impacts of corruption in 
community development as well as 
economic growth, hence coming up 
with a number of cross cutting reforms 
including implementation of the 2017-

2022 Anti-Corruption Strategy and 
Action Plan (NACSAP III)

NACSAP    III   complements  other  
government  initiatives  in  preventing  
and  combating  corruption  to  
strengthen  good  governance  across  
all  sectors  in  the  economy. The 
strategy was designed to consolidate 
the  achievements  attained  and  
respond  to  challenges  arising  from  
the  previous  interventions.

Mkuchika said the NACSAP III is 
purposely for increasing transparency 
and accountability in the various 
sectors such as harvesting of natural 
resources, mining activities, energy, oil 
and gas, governance and operations of 
political parties.

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Mbeya

Mbeya Region  will  
spend 795m/- for extensive 

renovation  of Mbeya day 
secondary school.

The school was built 
in 1962 – a year after the 
country’s independence, 
it is now 58 years old and 

no renovation had been 
done to the school ever 
since.

Mbeya Regional 
Commissioner, Albert 
Chalamila, accompanied 

Govt moves to revamp  
Mbeya school building

by some of the regional 
defense and security 
committee members 
last week inspected the 
ongoing renovation work at 
the school.

He said the work is being 
undertaken by the National 
Service 884 Itende Brigade 
in Mbeya City at  the cost 
of 142m/- and already 
50m/- had been provided 
for purchase of initial 
equipment.

Chalamila said challenges 
faced by the school are 
mainly   dilapidated 
infrastructures and   after 
renovation   is completed  
the school will be among 
best government schools in 
the country.

Mbeya city executive 
director James Kasusura 
said they have decided to 
use the National Service to 
speed up the work before 
schools are open.

He said the JKT youth 
had  only four days’ work 
but the progress  is great,   
saying  the council had 
experiences in using JKT 
youth for renovation 
projects.

He said the government 
will ensure of its full 
cooperation to get the 
work done before schools 
open. 

The school’s 
headmistress Magreth 
Haule said the school is 
dilapidated   and thanked 
the government for its 
decision to renovate it.

She said after renovation 
the school will have a new, 
friendly studying and 
teaching environment 
for both teachers and 
students.

‘Country recovers assets worth 249.4bn/- 
during ongoing corruption investigation’ 

By Guardian Reporter

THE Deputy Minister for Natural 
Resources and Tourism, Constantine 
Kanyasu, has said the country’s tourism 
sector is facing a one of the hardest 
times since independence.

He said due to Covid-19 pandemic  
in February the number of tourists 
visiting various tourist attractions had 
decreased.

Kanyasu  announced   yesterday 
when he was speaking to people in 
Irindi, Ikula, Lugalo and Mahenge 
villages in Kilolo District, Iringa Region 
during his one day visit to inspect crops 
destroyed  by wildlife on  the villagers’ 
farms.

Kanyasu said since the eruption of 
the pandemic the tourism sector which 
depends on foreign tourists by 95 per 
cent, revenues from the sector had 
been severely hit.

He said the affected   institutions 
include Tanzania National Parks 
Authority (TANAPA), Ngorongoro 
Conservation Authority (NCA), 
Tanzania Wildlife Authority (TAWA) 
and Tanzania Forest Services Agency 
(TFS).

The deputy minister said after the   
pandemic many tourists who had 

planned   to visit our tourist attractions 
postponed their  tours while others 
some cancelled them altogether.

He, however appealed to those who 
had planned to visit our country not 
to cancel them instead they should 
postpone them till such time the 
pandemic is  over.

He said the Covid-19 pandemic has 
forced the closure of all hotels in the 
national parks because for lack of 
tourists.   

He said big hotels such as those in 
Dar es Salaam, Arusha and Kilimanjaro 
regions had also closed  down due to 
lack of tourists.

Kanyasu said   the pandemic had 
forced international airlines to suspend 
their services, which is a big blow to the 
sector. He said   the tourist sector   has 
been contributing 17 per cent of GDP.

Meanwhile, Kanyasu called on 
people to take great precautionary 
measures against the disease by 
following directives from the health 
experts.

The Member of Parliament for Kilolo 
Constituency Venance Mwamoto 
called on the people whose crops were 
destroyed by wild animals to remain 
calm as the government was working 
on the issue.

‘Tanzania tourism sector 
facing really hard times’  
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government  set   aside 250m/-
for   higher learning institutions for the 
2019/2020  budget to  support students 
with special needs, the National 
Assembly heard yesterday.

This is an increase  of 200m/-   paid 
to four institutions of University of 
Dar es Salaam (UDSM), University of 
Dodoma(UDOM),Mkwawa University 
College of Education(MUCE) and Moshi 
Co-operative University (MoCU).

The Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology said this yesterday in 
a written response to a question from   
Special Seats MP, Amina Mollel (CCM), 
who had wanted the government 
to give students with disabilities 
education loans without interest.

The lawmaker argued that higher 
learning students with disabilities 
should not be treated like their 
counterparts without disabilities. 
“Does the government see the need 
to provide the students with subsidies 
instead of loans with interests that they 
find difficult to repay?” she asked.

She also said that unlike others, 
students with disabilities have more 
specialized needs, making their study 
costly, thus the need for loans without 
interest and where possible just get 
subsidies and not loans.

In response, the ministry explained 
that the government  proves education 
loans to students in higher learning 
institutions in accordance with the 
Higher Education Students Loans 
Board Act, Cap 178 which states that it 
is to the eligible needy students.

  The aim, according to the ministry is 
to empower higher education students 
from poor families get education, 

adding that those with disabilities who 
applied and meet the criteria normally 
get the loans.

It further explained that the loans 
provided by the government were 
interest free unlike loans provided 
by   financial institutions which charge 
between 14 and 22 per cent interest.

According to the ministry, higher 
education loans were only charged  six 
per cent  as value retention fee in order 
to maintain the value of loans money  
without forcing the government to pay 
additional charges.

The fee is therefore charged on the 
outstanding loans balance and not on 
the principal loans. The government 
said in order to ensure students 
with disabilities get education, the 
government provides subsidy to 
purchase the needed material and 
equipment  to support  them.

Ministry: Special 
needs students 
at universities 
had some budget

Tanzania Electric Supply Company (Tanesco) technicians move to repair defective cables along Samora Avenue in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Correspondent 
Joseph Mwendapole

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government will in the budget 
for the 2020/2021 financial year    build 
at least three dispensaries in  all the 
184 district councils in the country in   
efforts to improve provision of health 
services.

The statement was made in a 
written response b y the ministry 
of State, President’s Office, Regional 
Administration and Local Government 
from question   by   Longido MP  
Stephen Kiruswa (CCM) who had 

wanted to know when the government 
will start implementing health policy 
that requires establishment of at least 
one health centre in every ward and a 
dispensary in every village.

“What is the government doing to 
ensure all the 22 villages and several 
wards in Longido district that do not 

have the health facilities get them?” he 
asked.

In response the ministry explained 
that the policy to ensure every village 
has a dispensary and every ward has 
a health centre is being implemented 
in phases. It said by March 2020, the 
government completed construction 

of Engaranaibo and Longido at the cost 
of   1.1 billion/-.

According to the government, the 
Longido district  hospital has  been 
allocated a total  of     1.5 billion/- in 
the  2020/2021 and in the same year, 
the government will continue  building 
three more dispensaries in the district.

Govt will build three dispensaries
in every district council - minister 

Does the 
government 
see the need 
to provide 
the students 
with subsidies 
instead of loans 
with interests 
that they find 
difficult to 
repay?
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By Guardian Correspondent, Hai

THE government  with immediate 
effect has banned all human activity 
around Lake Boloti located in Hai 
district Kilimanjaro region. The ban 
takes effect immediately.

The government has taken the step to 

save the lake which is the main source 
of water for irrigation by planting more 
than 3,000 trees in the area.

The banning order was announced 
yesterday by the districts natural 
resources officer Mbayani Mollel, 
during the tree planting exercise at 
Maipota area.

He said: “We still have another 
chance to ensure what God created 
and destroyed by humans, is restored 
to its original form in answer to His 
testament to us to look after His garden.

“We have in place a long term 
strategy to plant trees at Boloti water 
source which we should protect and 

develop because it has been of great 
benefit to farmers using its water for 
irrigation purposes. Whoever will 
continue to destroy the water source 
we shall regard him as an economic 
saboteur.” 

Lake Boloti and its water sources 
have the capacity to irrigate more 

than 500 hectares of land at a time 
but due to wanton destruction to the 
environment at the moment there is no 
water for irrigation.

He said in addition to the tree 
planting exercise they are also 
educating wananchi on environmental 
protection to ensure the planted trees 

are protected.
The chairman of Isarie forest  

engaged in environmental protection, 
Ngarami Swai called on the wananchi 
to cooperate in the protection of the 
trees, as the task should not be left to 
leaders alone.

Govt bans human activities around Lake Boloti

By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

STAKEHOLDERS in Mwanza Region 
continue providing assistance in 
terms of sanitisers, tables, chairs, soap, 
buckets and other items in   efforts 
to contain the spread of Covid-19 
infections.

Receiving the assistance, Mwanza 
Regional Commissioner John Mongella 
said “the region has big interactions 
of people from the Lake Zone and 
neighbouring countries hence it was 
important to beef up our own defensive 
measures instead of wholly depending 
on the government’s assistance.   

He also hailed the development 
stakeholders and other institutions 
for their assistance in supporting 
government’s efforts in the fight against 
the pandemic.

He said as of now it was essential 
for the region to continue taking 
more preventive measures including 
abiding by the directives from the 
Ministry of Health in the war against 
the pandemic.

“Today we have received 29 bottles 
of sanitisers, 100 plastic buckets with 
taps, 10 steel tables, 10 tanks of 250 lts 
capacity and 50 plastic chairs.

“Others are 100 plastic containers 
of 20-lts capacity, 200 surgical masks,, 
48-250mls bottles of sanitiser; hence 
officials from all levels should not tire 
out in mobilizing for the eradication of 
the scourge,” said RC Mongella.   

He added: “We are informed by the 
Health Minister that our region has 

three people infected with Covid-19, 
this is no small number hence there is 
no room to remain idle.”

Public Relations Officer of 
Nyanza Road Workshop Joseph 
Kisusi, Marketing Officer of Coca-
Cola Mwanza Nilesh Popat and 
Representative from Hindu Union 
Temple were among the stakeholders 
who talked after donating various 
items, saying the government should 
provide more education to rural 
people against the disease. 

They said they decided to donate the 
items in order to support government 
efforts in the fight against Covid-19 
infections, and added that they went 
around the streets and saw that there 
was the need for more preventive 
equipment hence they decided to 
contribute.

Mwanza Regional Medical Officer Dr 
Thopmas Rutachuzibwa thanked the 
development stakeholders and other 
institutions for the assistance which 
they said will enable the wananchi 
to protect themselves against the 
pandemic.

Pastor Dr Jacob Mutesh and Sheikh 
Hassan Kabeke who were among 
those invited at the event recited 
special prayers an d called upon 
Tanzanians to continue praying to 
God to rescue and protect them 
during this period.

“We also thank all those who have 
assisted in these efforts and appeal to 
Tanzanians to continue working while 
protecting themselves,” they said.

Dar es Salaam regional CCM youth wing chairman Mussa Kilakala (L) pictured yesterday presenting a water tank to Magogoni International Fish market health 
officer Mary Mkwazi for use in the washing of hands at the market as part of a strategy meant to forestall Covid-19 infections. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Donations in support of efforts to 
arrest Covid-19 infections flow in
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

L
OcuSTS are a collection 
of certain species of short-
horned grasshoppers in the 
family Acrididae that have 

a swarming phase. These insects are 
usually solitary, but under certain 
circumstances they become more 
abundant and change their behaviour 
and habits, becoming gregarious. 
No taxonomic distinction is made 
between locust and grasshopper 
species; the basis for the definition is 
whether a species forms swarms under 
intermittently suitable conditions. 
These grasshoppers are innocuous, 
their numbers are low, and they do 
not pose a major economic threat to 
agriculture 

The locust WhatsApp hotline has 
been pinging nonstop as farmers and 
herders across large swathes of rural 
Kenya send in video clips of massive 
swarms flying overhead, blocking the 
light of the sun like a Biblical plague.

This infestation of desert locusts 
first arrived in East Africa last June, 
feeding on hundreds of thousands 
of hectares of crops and pastureland 
and chomping a path of destruction 
through at least eight countries (Kenya, 
uganda, South Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti and Sudan). 
Scientists say these devastating insects 
never left East Africa: in fact, favorable 
wet conditions due to above average 
rainfall this season means they are 
likely to achieve two generations of new 
breeding by June this year, increasing 
their population size up to 400 times.

East Africa already has 20 million 
severely food insecure people, 
who barely eat enough to fill their 
stomachs each day, according to the 
united Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (uN FAO), the body 
responsible for overseeing the locust 
response. This new wave of locusts 
poses a serious threat to food security 
in a region recently devastated by 
conflict and climate change shocks, 
including extreme droughts and floods, 
and now anticipating a sharp rise in 
novel coronavirus (covid-19) cases.

The desert locust is a winged insect 
that travels in swarms, consuming 
almost every leaf of green vegetation 
in its wake. A typical swarm can 
consist of up to 150 million locusts per 
square kilometer. These insects move 
with the wind, and can migrate as far 
as 150 kilometers in one day.  Even 
a tiny, one-square-kilometer locust 
swarm is capable of consuming the 
same amount of food in one day as 
approximately 35,000 people.

In Kenya, the locust maturation is 
coinciding with the onset of the rainy 
season. Farmers have been sowing 
crops of maize, beans, sorghum, barley 
and millet during March and April, in 
hopes that a favorable rainy season will 
allow for abundant growth during late 
April and May. With the locust swarms 
gaining size and strength, experts fear 
that up to 100% of farmers’ budding 
crops could be consumed, leaving 
some communities with nothing to 
harvest.

By  David Glassom

T
hE covid-19 pandemic gives 
us all the opportunity to 
become more scientifically 
literate, to learn to filter 

fact from fiction, to trust rigorous 
science instead of celebrities, snake-
oil salesmen, politicians or corporate 
advocates promoting vested interests. 

The coronavirus is playing havoc 
with economies and societies the world 
over. Its full cost will not be known for 
months or years to come, and possibly 
not even then. however, there are also 
opportunities to be grasped. They are 
not opportunities which we welcome, 
nor will they compensate us for the 
impacts of the pandemic, but we 
should grasp them nonetheless. 

Many of the opportunities will arise 
in the scientific field, for this pandemic 
is a giant, uncontrolled experiment. 
Virologists and epidemiologists are 
studying the virus and the way it 
spreads. Medical experts may learn 
about the human immune response to 
new pathogens. Research on vaccines 
and treatments is proceeding at an 
almost unprecedented pace. New tests 
are being developed for the virus and 
whole factories and production lines 
are being refitted to produce vital 
equipment. Beyond the immediate 
impacts of the pandemic, climate 
scientists will gather data on changes 
resulting from the drop in pollution 
and cO2 emissions.

yet, a more profound lesson may 
be learned from this pandemic. For 
some years there has been a growing 
tendency to disregard the opinions 
of scientists in favour of political 
expedience or so-called “alternative” 
forms of knowledge. Examples abound 
– from climate change denial, to the 
crowds of people who turn to celebrity 
websites for health advice.

Global biodiversity and entire 
ecosystems, such as coral reefs, are 
threatened by governments’ refusal 
to heed scientific advice. In the run-
up to an election in the uK in 2016, a 
member of the conservative Party 
even opined that people had “had 
enough of experts”. 

The reasons for this trend are 
manifold and include deliberate 
disinformation strategies by some 
industries, politicians who would 
rather pander to their electorate 
than make hard choices, conspiracy 
theorists and simple ignorance, 
combined with the inability to tell truth 
from misinformation. 

Pharmacies line up unproven 
remedies and supplements alongside 
tried and tested medicines while the 
media commonly mixes science-
based stories with celebrity advice. 
There is rarely a consistent message 
that scientific evidence is more than 
“just another opinion”. years of the 
conflation of scientific evidence with 
an untested opinion have made it more 
and more difficult to distinguish fact 
from fallacy.

This has been brought into focus 

with the proliferation of coronavirus-
related messages, many of which are 
false, from a variety of sources. Often 
these messages mix misinformation 
with some facts, making it even more 
difficult to separate one from the other. 
In some cases, such misinformation 
is deeply harmful, if not outright 
dangerous. 

There have been reports, for 
example, of arsonists burning 
cellphone towers due to a rumour 
linking the spread of the virus to 5G 
technology and of deaths caused by 
people trying to self-medicate with 
chloroquine phosphate. Arguably, the 
global lack of preparedness for this 
pandemic is partly attributable to an 
anti-science narrative propounded 
by political leaders in the past several 
years.  

The “anti-vax” movement is a 
prominent part of this narrative. 
While a debate about the safety of 
vaccination is as old as vaccines 
themselves, vaccines have managed 
to eliminate smallpox completely 
and polio might have gone the way of 
smallpox by now, if not for resistance 
to being vaccinated in a few countries. 
however, the movement has been 
renewed by the false controversy over 
the MMR vaccine, exponents of which 
claim that it is associated with bowel 
disease and autism. Although this idea 
has been repeatedly disproved and the 
doctor who first advocated it has been 
struck from the register in Britain and 
despite the deaths of thousands of 
people – the vast majority of whom are 
unvaccinated – from measles each year, 
the anti-vax movement has persisted. 

All this must surely change with the 
outbreak of covid-19. Now we see what 
a highly transmissible virus can do 
in the absence of a vaccine or other 
effective treatment. Little is heard now 

of how people are sick of experts, of 
the dangers of vaccines causing autism, 
or of alternative remedies providing 
answers to the pandemic.

Instead, people are learning 
about enveloped vs naked viruses, 
the distance that the virus can be 
transported in droplets, how long it 
can last on different surfaces, why 
soap and water are more effective 
against coronavirus than alcohol-based 
sanitiser and the difference between 
PcR and antibody tests for the virus. 
Epidemiology is a common topic of 
conversation.

It is difficult to remember a time 
when so much conversation centred on 
a single, science-based topic. Moreover, 
it is largely recognised that scientific 
knowledge and advice is the key to 
solving the problem. Governments 
that have been quickest to heed this 
advice have been most successful in 
containing the virus. The focus on 
developing vaccines and effective 
antiviral treatments is further evidence 
of our reliance on science.

Of course, there are always 
exceptions. A leader of the Zionist 
church was quoted as saying, “This 
covid-19 is Satan who is attempting to 
stop christians from going to praise 
God as we wish,” while the Zimbabwean 
defence minister reportedly ascribed 
the pandemic to God taking revenge 
on the West.

The attempts by two prominent 
world leaders, in the uK and the uS, 
to circumvent scientific consensus, in 
one case by claiming the threat was 
exaggerated as a political ploy, along 
with a “hunch” that the mortality would 
be much lower than WhO projections, 
and in the other by trying to institute 
a policy of “herd immunity by mass 
infection” were strongly resisted and 
soon failed. Fortunately, such views 

seem to be vastly outnumbered by 
those who recognise the validity of a 
scientific opinion.  

The question now is what will happen 
after the lockdowns have ended and 
covid-19 has been brought under 
control? Will this new consciousness 
survive, or will we see a return to the 
recent anti-scientific propaganda? Will 
evidence-based views hold sway or will 
industry lobbyists still be given equal 
credence to career scientists?

I hope a lesson will be learned from 
this – that in an age of climate change, 
mass extinction, new diseases and 
other emergent threats to health 
and society, science matters. It is 
undoubtedly the best method we have 
of producing new knowledge and 
improving peoples’ lives. Science does 
not always have quick solutions to our 
problems, nor is it always right.

But we should bear in mind the 
words of carl Sagan: “Science is not 
perfect. It is often misused; it is only a 
tool, but it’s the best tool we have.  Self-
correcting, ever-changing, applicable 
to everything. With this tool, we 
vanquish the impossible.”  

We might not always like what we 
learn from science, but ignoring it 
or substituting it with superstitions, 
untested opinions or simply our own 
intuitions or biases will never solve 
the problems that face us. We should 
all use this opportunity to become 
more scientifically literate, to learn to 
filter fact from fiction, to trust rigorous 
science instead of celebrities, snake-
oil salesmen, politicians or corporate 
advocates promoting vested interests. 

It is immeasurably sad that it should 
take a global pandemic to drive this 
message home, but it is a message that 
could still save us from the worst of this 
and other crises that we humans have 
unleashed on ourselves.

Another big lesson Covid-19 
has taught us: Science matters

M
OThER Earth is clearly 
urging a call to action. 
Nature is suffering. 
Australian fires, heat 

records and the worst locust invasion 
in Kenya. Now we face cOVID -19, a 
worldwide health pandemic link to the 
health of our ecosystem.

climate change, man-made changes 
to nature as well as crimes that disrupt 
biodiversity, such as deforestation, 
land-use change, intensified 
agriculture and livestock production or 
the growing illegal wildlife trade, can 
increase contact and the transmission 
of infectious diseases from animals 
to humans (zoonotic diseases) like 
cOVID-19. 

From one new infection disease that 
emerges in humans every 4 months, 
75 per cent of these emerging diseases 
come from animals, according to uN 
Environment. This shows the close 
relationships between human, animal 
and environmental health. 

Visible, positive impact, whether 
through improved air quality or 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions , are 
but temporary, because they come on 
the back of tragic economic slowdown 
and human distress.

Let’s remind more than ever in this 
International Mother Earth Day that 
we need a shift to a more sustainable 
economy that works for both people 
and the planet. Let’s promote harmony 
with nature and the Earth.

coronavirus outbreak poses huge 
public health and global economy at 
risk, but biological diversity as well. 
however, biodiversity can be part of the 
solution since this diversity of species 
would make difficult to pathogens to 
spread rapidly.

This Mother Earth Day, coinciding 
with the Super year of Biodiversity, is 
focused in its role as an indicator of the 
Earth’s health.

There is growing concern about the 
health consequences of biodiversity 
loss and change. Biodiversity changes 
affect ecosystem functioning and 

significant disruptions of ecosystems 
can result in life sustaining ecosystem 
goods and services. Specific linkages 
between health and biodiversity 
include impact in nutrition, health 
research or traditional medicine, new 
infectious diseases and influencing 
shifts in the distribution of plants, 
pathogens, animals, and even human 
settlements, most of them affected by 
climate change. 

Despite ongoing efforts, biodiversity 
is deteriorating worldwide at rates 
unprecedented in human history. It 
is estimated that around one million 
animal and plant species are now 
threatened with extinction.

With this big picture, and the 
coronavirus scenario, our immediate 
priority is to prevent the spread 
of cOVID-19, but in long-term, it 
is important to tackle habitat and 
biodiversity loss. We are in this fight 
together with our Mother Earth. 

International Mother Earth Day was 
established in 2009, by the General 
Assembly under Resolution.   The 
Resolution was introduced by The 
Plurinational State of Bolivia and 
endorsed by over 50 member states.  
It recognises that “the Earth and its 
ecosystems are our home” and that “it 
is necessary to promote harmony with 
nature and the Earth.” The term Mother 
Earth is used because it “reflects the 
interdependence that exists among 
human beings, other living species and 
the planet we all inhabit”. It is decided 
to designate April 22 as International 
Mother Earth Day.  

General Assembly President Miguel 
d’Escoto Brockmann welcomed the 
creation of International Mother Earth 
Day, saying: “International Mother 
Earth Day promotes a view of the Earth 
as the entity that sustains all living 
things found in nature. Inclusiveness 
is at the heart of International 
Mother Earth Day; fostering shared 
responsibilities to rebuild our troubled 
relationship with nature is a cause that 
is uniting people around the world.”  

Locust outbreak exposes need
for crop science on all fronts

Covid-19: it is equally important 
to tackle habitat, biodiversity loss 
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By Vuyiseka Dubula and Tracey Naledi 

Mass screening and testing could be as comprehensive as 
possible by offering a concoction of screening for tB, HIV and 
other underlying medical conditions. In that way, we will help 
to prevent the deaths of those with the underlying disease 
who may get Covid-19 in the future. 

south africa has been hit by Covid-19 on top of a quadruple 
burden: infectious diseases like tB and HIV; chronic diseases 
like diabetes, hypertension and mental illnesses; malnutri-
tion, maternal and childhood diseases; and violence, includ-
ing gender-based violence.

emily Wong from the africa Health research Institute in 
KwaZulu-Natal has highlighted the “colliding epidemics” of 
tB, HIV and Covid-19 in south africa and the higher risk of 
severe disease in these patients, especially if the disease is not 
controlled by treatment. 

even though south africa has one of the biggest antiretro-
viral (arV) programmes, we still have about 2.5 million HIV-
positive people who are not on arVs and thus potentially at 
high risk. 

What could count in our favour is that our population pro-
file is much younger than countries like Italy and uK that have 
been hard hit by Covid-19. We know that the fatality rate in 
those aged over 60 years increases exponentially by age and 
is exacerbated by underlying medical conditions. the fatality 
rate for those aged over 80 years is 14.8% compared to a 3.4% 
average fatality rate for all age groups. 

Countries with more resourced health systems and health-
ier populations than south africa are grappling to cope with 
the impact of Covid-19 on their health systems. In south af-
rica, Covid-19 puts additional pressure on our already under-
resourced and overstretched public health system. 

there are already concerns that some provinces are re-
stricting normal primary health care services such as sexual 
reproductive health services and prioritising maternal and 
emergency services. 

We argue that, on the contrary, this “colliding of epidem-
ics” calls for a comprehensive response that includes the very 
necessary public health interventions of identifying those 
with Covid-19 and their contacts, and managing them and en-
suring that we manage our current burden of disease instead 
of falling yet again into the default fault lines of verticalisation. 

What measures has sa put in place to address Covid-19?
the south african government, like many african coun-

tries, is taking drastic steps to respond to the Covid-19 pan-
demic by putting in place globally recommended public 
health measures to slow down or delay the spread of the vi-
rus and to provide an economic and social safety net for its 
citizens. 

researchers from the Blavatnik school of Government at 
Oxford university have developed a country stringency index 
(0-100) to the response to Covid-19. this scores the stringency 
of countries’ responses to the pandemic and assesses the im-
pact of these on the pandemic. south africa is one of the 77 
countries in their first publication and was in a group of coun-
tries whose index was 80-100, meaning that we have some of 
the most stringent measures.

Of course, this index says little about how well these meas-
ures are adapted for the local context, how these measures 
are responsive to the needs of citizens, especially those who 
are poor and marginalised, how impactful these measures 
will be in the long run and what unintended consequences 
they will have, especially in poor and marginalised groups. 

reports from the us have highlighted the disproportionate 
impact this disease will have on the poor. In Chicago, the af-
rican-american population accounted for 70% of all Covid-19 
cases in the city and 50% of cases in the state, despite this 
group making up only 30% of the population. this is due to 
overcrowding in urban areas and this group working in essen-
tial industries and thus not able to stay at home.

President Cyril ramaphosa announced the rolling out of 
Covid-19 community screening door-to-door starting this past 
week using a social vulnerability index to target the most vul-
nerable communities. We know that mass testing was part of 
the successes seen in China and south Korea. In south Korea 
there was rapid scaling of testing to 5,500 tests for every one 
million people. tests were readily available, free with doctors’ 
prescriptions, available publicly and privately, drive-through 
services were provided, and there was contact tracing with 
targeted testing of contacts and monitoring of infected per-
sons, supported by technology with a government app. 

south africa is planning to increase testing capacity by us-
ing Gene-expert technology and mobile technology for con-
tact tracing. 

So what is the problem?
While we welcome the proposed testing measures, we 

think south africans need to reflect on lessons from the HIV 
and ebola responses in particular. the recent article by Na-
than Geffen on “How many people could die of Covid-19 in 
south africa?” in Groundup quoted work from researchers 
projecting that we could see 94,835 to 239,610 deaths in south 
africa per year due to Covid-19. He reminds us that we have 
been here before in 2005 where 285,000 died from aIDs. We 
have learnt from large-scale testing for HIV that this works 
best when it’s done comprehensively. 

We know that there are many in south africa living with 
HIV/tB/mental illness/gender-based violence/chronic diseas-
es. We have learnt that it does not serve us to verticalise. Not 
only does it not allow us to provide person-centred care, but 
it brings with it immense stigma. 

south africa has been practising comprehensive screen-
ing and testing for some time now. We believe that this is not 
the time to abandon that strategy, which was crafted through 
many years of experience. We do not need to repeat the mis-
takes of the past. When epidemics strike, fear, anxiety and 
despair can be agonising. We saw this during Liberia’s ebola 
epidemic and in the HIV epidemic.  

Things we think could be considered
Health Minister Zweli Mkhize has publicly said that he 

thinks between 60-70% of us will get this disease and that 
most people will have mild symptoms. However, those who 
are older and have underlying conditions will have severe ill-

Covid-19 opens a window of opportunity 
to roll out mass testing for other diseases

ness that could lead to death. all that the lockdown measures 
are doing is to flatten the curve so that we can buy ourselves 
some time to prepare the health system and, hopefully, find 
a cure or a vaccine in about 18 months’ time, if we are lucky. 

We could test for Covid-19, pat ourselves on the back, and 
count the number of people who do not have the disease and 
see that as a victory. alternatively, we can also make sure that 
we use this crisis to catalyse our efforts to find people who 
are HIV-positive, have active tB, uncontrolled diabetes and 
hypertension who are not on treatment and link them to care.

Mass screening and testing in the south african context 
could be as comprehensive as possible by offering a concoc-
tion of screening for tB, HIV and other underlying medical 
conditions. In that way we help to prevent the deaths of those 
with underlying disease who may get Covid-19 in the future. 
furthermore, this will address stigma, as people will know 
that there is a mass health screening and linkage to care. 

We could maximise the use of the data centre at the Council 
for scientific and Industrial research (CsIr) by integrating it 
with ussD technology or other technologies to screen people 
in sa for the coronavirus, HIV and tB and underlying medical 
risks. this will allow us to prepare them for the high likelihood 
that they will get the virus at some point in the near future. 
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By Guardian Correspon-
dent, Namtumbo

a total of 45,076 people 
volunteered themselves to have 
their HiV status  tested in nam-
tumbo district in 2019. 

  District executive Director 
(DeD) evance nachimbinya an-
nounced when presenting his 

implementation report on HiV/
aids control to the Ruvuma Re-
gional Commissioner Christine 
Mndeme in namtumbo town. 

nachimbinya said among 
those tested 587 people were 
diagnosed with the HiV and 
that the level of infections in 
the district had dropped from 
two per cent in 2018 to one per 

cent in 2019. 
He said during the period the 

men who volunteered them-
selves for  testing – was 30,303, 
compared to 14,773 women.

“all those diagnosed with HiV 
were registered at treatment 
and counseling centres,” said 
nachimbinya.

He said the district’s achieve-

ments in HiV/aids control in-
clude treatment of those living 
with HiV, testing in all levels of 
the society to attain the three 
95’s target by 2025 as well con-
tinuing with circumcision for 
men.  

He said challenges they faced 
during the period include the 
plummeting of monetary con-

tributions from stakeholders 
as well the drop in the govern-
ment budget. 

He said another challenge 
was inadequate transport be-
tween the treatment centres 
due to the district council’s not 
having sufficient vehicles. 

speaking soon after her in-
spection of HiV/aids control ac-

tivities, the Ruvcuma Regional 
Commissioner Christina Mn-
deme congratulated the men 
for volunteering themselves to 
have their health status tested.   

she said their actions will as-
sist the government to attain 
the targets set in order to have 
a safe community in regard to 
new infections and to eradicate 

the scourge by 2030.
she stressed that the achieve-

ments attained show that if 
such efforts continue by all 
HiV/aids control stakeholders. 
namtumbo district and ruvuma 
region in general will attain gov-
ernment’s targets to have zero 
infections by 2030.

‘45,076 people  in Namtumbo took HIV test status  in 2019’

Kilolo district executive director Mwajuma Nasombe (R) briefs Natural Resources and Tourism deputy minister Constantine Kanyasu (L, 
in glasses) before the latter addressed Lugalo ward residents on reports of frequent cases of rogue lions killing cattle in the area. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter 

tHe government has ex-
pressed its commitment towards  
giving priority to the improve-
ment of immunisation services, 
including health education and 
sensitisation, nutrition, preven-
tion from communicable diseas-
es, HiV as well as maternal and 
child healthcare.

Minister for Health, Communi-
ty Development, Gender, elderly 
and Children,  Ummy Mwalimu,  
made the commitment in Dar es 
salaam over the weekend when 
she launched guidelines of the 
community health services plan 
and use of dashboard indicators 
of public health education which 
is spearheaded by the UsaiD 
tulonge afya (“let’s talk about 
Health”) project.

“the launching of this initia-
tive will supplement efforts for 
reducing the burden of high 
medical costs to the people, 
which has been increasing cur-
able diseases,” she said. 

the minister said the impor-
tance of immunisation services 
is underlined in the national 
Health Policy 2007 and the 
Health sector strategic Plan of 
2015-2020, that will also be in-
cluded in the preparations of the 
new 2020 national health sector 

policy.
 according to the minister, in-

nitiatives to provide health ser-
vices at the community health 
workers level will enhance pro-
vision of immunity services at 
all community levels as well as 
providing health education as a 
means to prevent the commu-
nity from diseases. 

she pointed out that when 
community health workers have 
correct education on health re-
lated issues which in one way or 
the other affect their health, they 
are in a position to make appro-
priate decision  issues.

this will ultimately result in 
creating a nation of healthy peo-
ple who can contribute to their 
own development, as well as 
that of their families, the com-
munities in which they live and 
the whole country at large.

 the minister insisted that the 
government would continue tak-
ing efforts of improving health 
services in the country in order 
to reach universal health cover-
age, whose aspects include all in-
itiatives related to the provision 
of health education on nutrition, 
reproductive healthcare, youth 
and children as well as the out-
break such as cholera, diarrheal 
and  CoViD-19.

 “also the efforts would focus 

on creating awareness on the 
importance of health insurance 
that for people to get health ser-
vice affordably,” she said.

 she said in the past three 
years, the number of people 
who were treated for   non-com-
municable diseases rose from 
3.4 million in 2016 to 4.2 million 
in 2018, which is equivalent to a 
24 per cent increase. 

Moreover, the number of 
deaths caused by non-commu-
nicable diseases was 33 per cent 
of all deaths in 2017 (134,600). 
the number of deaths caused 
by heart diseases constituted 
13 per cent of all deaths, which 
is higher than those caused by 
HiV/aids, tB and malaria.

 Mwalimu noted that all these 
diseases can be reduced in 
the community by enhancing 
health education systems as 
well as providing correct educa-
tion to the people on preventive 
measures and following best 
health practices. the govern-
ment intends that all these be 
done by healthcare providers 
(community health work-
ers) at the community level 
where after evaluation, it 
emerged that some villages 
were too big to be served by 
only two healthcare provid-
ers.

By Correspondent James 
Kandoya

oVeR 3,000 youth, women and 
people with disabilities have benefit-
ed from the loans issued by Mlimba 
town Council in Kilombero district, 
Morogoro region to enhance them 
fight against poverty.

Council executive Director, eng. 
stephano Kaliwa said   recently to the 
reporters in Morogoro region when 
explaining the success, challenges 
and new strategies it had set so far.

eng. Kaliwa said the council had 
issued 395 m/- since last year to sup-
port three special groups namely - 
women, youths and disabled people 
from the poverty.

He  said out of those,   98 groups 
of women received 251m/- while  47 
groups of youths received 126/- and 
six groups of disabled people re-
ceived over 17.4m/-

“as our strategy, our new munici-
pality council has put most priority 

in four issues; loan to special groups, 
education, agricultural and health,” 
he said.

He added that the amount of loan 
issued was 10 per cent of its budget 
from the domestic collections as re-
quested by the financial law that each 
municipality council is supposed to 
support women, disabled and youths.

Citing the 2018/19 budget, Mlimba 
council set 3.95bn/- and was able to 
release  the loans by 100 per cent 
while in the 2019/20 budget, it set 
aside 4bn/- and it has released 81 per 
cent up to date.

“out of 400m/- , we have already 
released almost 300m/- and 100m/- 
remains so far. it is our hope that the 
target will be reached,” he said.

He said that since it was established 
in november 03, last year, it had al-
ready built 62 classrooms to reduce 
congestions.  

in the agriculture sector, it has 
planned to extend commercial farm-
ing saying already one tonne of cash-

ew nuts seeds was on the way to be 
distributed to the farmers.

in health sector, Mlimba council 
plans to build new referral hospital 
noting that already it had received 
500/- through 2019/20 budget from 
the central government.

eng. Kaliwa added that in the 
2020/21 budget, the government 
had allocated 1bn/- adding that its 
construction will anytime  be com-
plete.

the council loan coordinator, 
amos emmanuel said the main fo-
cus will  invite investors in agro pro-
cessing to add value to agriculture 
commodities used as raw materials.

He said the move resonates with 
the government policy of becoming 
middle income country through in-
dustrial economy by 2030.

“our most priority is to ensure 
that there is more investment in the 
processing of goods to add value to 
our commodities instead of export-
ing as raw materials,” he said.

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Mbeya

tanZania Forest services agen-
cy (tFs) is planning to construct 
modern infrastructures including 
roads within lake ngozi’s tourist 
attractions in Mbeya region and 
Kalambo waterfalls in Rukwa re-
gion in order to woo more tourists.

tFs assistant resources manager 
for southern highlands zone inno-
cent lupembe announced at the 
weekend  when he spoke to this 
paper   about various strategies to 
develop tourism, in particular do-
mestic tourism in the two tourist 
districts. 

lupembe cited among the infra-
structures to be built in lake ngo-
si, africa’s second biggest crater 

lake include  a 7.2kms road to be 
built by tanzania Rural and Urban 
Roads agency (taRURa), modern 
toilet facilities and a special tour-
ists information centre.

He said the road to be construct-
ed will start at igawilo and end 
at the point separating the lake 
ngosi.

He said Kalambo Falls, the sec-
ond highest waterfall in africa 
after tugera Falls in south africa 
will also see the construction of 
roads, modern toilet facilities and 
an area reserved to camping tents.

lupembe said funds for the pro-
jects are expected to be provided 
by Global environment Facility 
(GeF).

He said tFs office in south-
ern highlands zone that includes 

Mbeya, songwe, Rukwa and iringa 
regions   mobilized to ensure tour-
ist attractions therein are benefi-
cial to the nation.

‘Govt has expressed its commitment 
 to improve immunisation services’ 

Mlimba council  issues loans to 
over 3,000 youths and women

TFS  set to better infrastructure
at Lake Ngosi and Kalambo Falls  

Kalambo Falls, the 
second highest 
waterfall in Africa after 
Tugera Falls in South 
Africa will also see the 
construction of roads, 
modern toilet facilities 
and an area reserved to 
camping tents
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By Michael Eneza
 

I
CONIC pastor Dr Gertrude Pangalile 
rwakatare is no more, having died 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday aged 69 
after a short illness, on the basis of 

what church authorities said in a terse 
statement. She was a versatile individual 
noted as a leading educationist and in-
vestor in a large family of schools, a not-
ed pastor and head of her own church 
that grew enough to even open branches 
in other parts of the city and certain spots 
in the country. Her voice was piercing and 
set people alight in her presentations, an 
influential educationist and church min-
ister, such that at some point state author-
ities took note of her presence, and CCM 
nominated her on its special seats list.

In her own right she was a shining ex-
ample of what critics abroad and at times 
in tanzania have come to know as ‘pastor-
preneurs,’ suggesting somewhat lackadai-
sically that preaching is but an enterprise. 
those who are nearer to ‘pastorpreneurs’ 
know that they have spiritual capital 
which ought to be taken seriously, not just 
ability to preach but essentially to heal, in 
which case their houses of prayer grow to 
massive proportions because of testimo-
nies of those who attended and obtained 
meaningful change in life. She attained 
considerable heights in that dimension 
as well.

In the past few months the late Bishop 
rwakatare was narrating her story of 
salvation and calling in the church, espe-
cially as she made her first paces in the 
ranks of the late Bishop Moses Kulola 

that it is grossly inappropriate, the late 
Gertrude was an influential pastor and 
bishop, proving by her own example 
that the debate is pointless. Several re-
formed churches have accepted that 
role for women, and Lutheran church-
es have quite a number of them but 

intact, in the wake of her passing 
away. 

Different from ordinary 
churches where pastors are ap-
pointed into the place by bishop, 
that was her personal handiwork 
and largely reliant on her radiant 
personality, visions and effective-
ness in the ministry, whether it 
was salvation earlier or healing 
in the more recent past. Her team 
of 12 pastors will have work cut 
out for them, to start a period 
of fasting and prayer so that the 
void can be filled partially and 
adequately for the ministry to 
continue. 

Yet on the basis of what one 
would project from the teachings 
of Max Weber, early 20th cen-
tury leading German sociologist, 
organizations that last are those 
which developed a bureaucracy, 
for instance private companies 
with a visible ownership struc-
ture and shareholding. When 
some public activity is entirely 
reliant on the charismatic pres-
ence of an individual, the demise 
of such a person can easily be a 
paralyzing blow to that activity. 

adding to the doubts arising 
from the current environment 
where a faith unsettling scourge is 
in our midst, chances of survival 
narrow down still, so this turn of 
events is destabilizing psycho-
logically for charismatic religious 
work.

who led the Pentecostal movement in tanzania 
from the mid-1960s. at an earlier period those who 
come from households with ‘born again’ enthusi-
asm will recall that there was chiefly an evangelical 
movement from neighbouring uganda, led by rev-
erend festo Kivengere. there was a universal hymn 
used by ‘saved’ people at that time in Luganda by the 
name ‘tukutendereza…’

She was narrating at Mikocheni ‘B’ assemblies of 
God church (famed as ‘Mountain of fire’) in the past 
two years or so  as she was gradually taking to the 
way of recent ardent ‘pastorpreneurs’ who are more 
anchored in the healing ministry than in ‘salvation’ 
per se how she learned the efficacy of prayer. She 
was explaining how it developed while on a work-
ing or study period in the united States, and upon 
return she was given a massive crowd of people to 
address (where she wasn’t the principal guest, but 
was expected to make a contribution). at that time 
she had already prophesied for a lady colleague in 
the uS and it was realized, building trust in herself.

Some biographers of the late Dr rwakatare have 
been saying on internet write ups that she was a 
‘tanzanian CCM politician,’ which she frankly wasn’t 
but more of a community leader and a voice that 
was recognized for inclusion in Parliament. On that 
account as well she was a member of the constituent 
assembly whose distinguishing feature is that it gave 
the country many of its fifth phase vital appointees 
to all sorts of political, administrative offices. She 
was an exception.

What is even more surprising is that she cut her 
most important public role not as an investor in 
schools and an administrator, where women aren’t 
numerous, but as a pastor and a bishop – where 
one has to scratch the head to find another exam-
ple locally, regionally or elsewhere. While certain 
churches are debating whether women can lead 
church services and largely came to the conclusion 

hardly any bishops as yet. Dr rwakatare chose to remain 
part of assemblies of God denomination, but on the basis 
of her enterprise and work to build it, church hierarchy was 
of allies, not superiors.

One question that comes to mind when the passing away 
of Dr rwakatare settles into place is how far there is capac-
ity for her ministry to remain in place, let alone remaining 

By Abbas Farzami  
 

a
S dire forecasts about 
the global economy add 
to the anxiety surround-
ing the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the uN’s labour agency 
(ILO) on thursday offered a range 
of urgent measures, which, if gov-
ernments act quickly, can help to 
protect workers in the workplace, 
stimulate the economy and save 
millions of jobs.

Noting that the economic and 
labour crisis created by the pan-
demic could greatly increase 
worldwide unemployment, the 
International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) said that an interna-
tionally-coordinated policy re-
sponse – as happened in the 2008 
financial crisis – could significant-
ly lower the impact on global un-
employment.

“this is no longer only a global 
health crisis, it is also a major la-
bour market and economic cri-
sis that is having a huge impact 
on people”, said ILO Director-
General Guy ryder. “In 2008, the 
world presented a united front 
to address the consequences of 
the global financial crisis, and the 
worst was averted. We need that 
kind of leadership and resolve 
now”.

ILO’s new report, COVID-19 
and the world of work: Impacts 
and responses, calls for urgent, 
large-scale measures across three 
pillars: protecting workers in the 
workplace; stimulating the econ-
omy and employment; and sup-
porting jobs and incomes – each 
to include measures to extend so-
cial protections and support em-
ployment retention and financial 
and tax relief.

“In times of crisis like the cur-
rent one, we have two key tools 
that can help mitigate the damage 
and restore public confidence”, 
said the ILO chief. 

He called the first, for social 
dialogue and to engage with 
workers, employers and their 
representatives, “vital for build-
ing public trust and support for 
the measures that we need to 
overcome this crisis”. 

according to Mr. ryder, the sec-
ond tool, for international labour 
standards, provides a “tried-and-
trusted foundation” for policy re-
sponses that focus on a recovery 
that is sustainable and equitable. 

Protecting workers
to protect workers in the 

workplace, ILO advocated for 

teleworking and staggered hours; 
greater paid sick leave; occupa-
tional support – such as hotlines 
and dedicated websites; and to 
stem any and all discrimination 
and exclusion – including stigma-
tization.

Other protective measures in-
clude childcare support for work-
ing parents when schools and 
nurseries are closed. 

Kickstart the economic
active fiscal and monetary poli-

cies, such as cutting interest rates, 
can stimulate the economy and 
accelerate employment, in line 
with the second pillar.

tax breaks and waivers for 
social security contributions, as 
well as extending deadlines for 
mortgage payments and finan-
cially supporting specific sectors, 
including the health, can also 
help mitigate coronavirus-related 
economic impacts.

Coronavirus Portal & News 
Updates

readers can find information 
and guidance on the outbreak 
of the novel coronavirus (2019-
nCoV) from the uN, World Health 
Organization and uN agencies 
here. for daily news updates 
from uN News, click here.

Support employment
ILO stated that work reduction, 

compensation arrangements 
and social assistance would help 
to support employment and in-
comes.

the uN agency pointed out 
that several countries are intro-
ducing financial support and tax 
relief, including for small mer-
chants and that affected compa-
nies could also benefit from post-
poning social or tax installments, 
or even tax rebates in the most 
extreme or difficult situations. 

While these measures will help 
to contain the pandemic, to re-
spond to the emergency needs 
it has generated and to pave the 
way to a gradual recovery, ILO 
acknowledged that more needs 
to be done. 

Looking back at past crises and 
the experiences of the countries 
that have reacted too late to the 
current COVID-19 crisis, ILO un-
derscored the urgency of prepar-
edness and early action.

“everything needs to be done 
to minimize the damage to peo-
ple at this difficult time”, conclud-
ed Mr. ryder.

uN humanitarian agency is-
sues reminder that millions need 
humanitarian aid, WHO europe 
wants countries to take “bold 
steps” to stop coronavirus, and a 
uN-backed narcotics body calls 
for sufficient stocks of medicine 
to be maintained.

Millions still need life-saving 
uN support, reminds humanitar-
ian official

a senior uN humanitarian of-
ficial issued a reminder, on tues-
day, that millions of vulnerable 
people are still relying on the Or-
ganization’s life-saving assistance 
to survive.

Speaking to uN News in Gene-
va, Jens Laerke, Deputy Spokes-
person at the uN’s humanitar-
ian coordination office, or OCHa, 
said that some of the countries 
affected by the coronavirus pan-
demic are already in humanitari-
an crisis -- due to conflicts, natural 
disasters and climate change.

“It is extremely important that 
we continue the life-saving work 
in these countries”, he said, “and 
that we sustain the humanitarian 
response across the world”. 

OCHa teams in Geneva, said 
Mr. Laerke, are supporting the co-
ordination, information manage-
ment and logistics of humanitar-
ian support. In the field, OCHa is 
also working to bolster countries 
that either already have COVID-19 
cases or may see them in the fu-
ture. 

“It’s very important that we 
leave no one behind in this cri-
sis, and we must beat back this 
together”, he added, echoing uN 
calls for global solidarity.

‘Take the boldest action to 
stop or slow the spread of the 
virus’: WHO Europe chief

 With europe now the epicen-
tre of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
every country, with no excep-
tions, must take the boldest ac-
tion to stop or slow the spread 
of the virus, said Hans Kluge, eu-
rope chief of the World Health 
Organization, WHO, on tuesday.

Mr. Kluge, speaking from an 
empty WHO regional office in 
Copenhagen, where staff are 
now working remotely, declared 
that, at a time when the demand 
for WHO support is growing, the 
virus “can be beaten back by soli-
darity within communities, with-
in nations and within our region”

“everyone in society has a role 
to play: not to be infected your-

self, and if you are infected, to protect 
others, especially the elderly and people 
with underlying medical conditions”.

Are governments doing enough?
With many people asking if govern-

ments are doing enough to stop the virus, 
the WHO europe chief said, adding that 
the whole of the region – where a third of 
global cases are now being reported – is 
“alert and on guard”, with preparedness, 
readiness and response measures on 
multiple levels.

Mr. Kluge explained that the context 
for each country is different, depending 
on the level of infection, and the speed at 
which COVID-19 is spreading.

 Basic actions are the same, he said, 
but the emphasis changes depending on 
which stage a country has reached. all 
countries, though, should work to “pre-
pare and be ready; detect, protect and 
treat; reduce transmission; and innovate 
and learn, while protecting the vulner-
able people”.

Ensure access to medicine: UN nar-
cotics body

Meanwhile, the International Narcot-
ics Control Board, based in Vienna, wants 
governments to ensure that national 
plans to counter coronavirus do not in-
terfere with the supply of controlled sub-
stances, such as pain relief medication.

the uN-backed body also called on 
all countries to ensure that there are suf-
ficient buffer stocks of controlled sub-
stances to guarantee availability of those 
medicines throughout the duration of 
the pandemic.

the President of the Board, Cornelis 
P. de Joncheere, has reminded Govern-
ments that, in acute emergencies, it is 
possible to use simplified control proce-
dures for the export, transportation and 
provision of medicinal products contain-
ing controlled substances.

  With South-east asia  reporting 
more than 480 cases of COVID-19 and 
eight deaths, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) on tuesday called for coun-
tries to  “act now”  and  urgently scale-
up “aggressive” measures to tackle the 
disease. 

Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh, WHO 
Regional Director,  warned that  the 
situation is evolving rapidly. 

“More clusters of virus transmission 
are being confirmed. While this is an 
indication of an alert and effective sur-
veillance, it also puts the spotlight on the 
need for more aggressive and whole of 
society efforts to prevent further spread 
of COVID-19. We clearly need to do more, 
and urgently”, she said. 

the 11 countries in WHO’s South-east 
asia region are home to over a quarter 

of the global population.  
eight have confirmed cases of the 

novel coronavirus disease: thailand, In-
donesia, India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bang-
ladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 

Dr. Singh  said the numbers indicate 
that some countries are clearly heading 
towards community transmission of the 
viral disease. 

If this occurs, they will have to work to 
slow down transmission, as well as end 
outbreaks. 

“We need to be geared to respond to 
the evolving situation with the aim to 
stop transmission of COVID-19 at the ear-
liest to minimize the impact of the virus 
that has gripped over 150 countries in a 
short span of time, causing substantial 
loss to health of people, societies, coun-
tries and economies”, she said. 

“urgent and aggressive measures are 
the need of the hour. We need  to act 
now”. 

Dr. Singh  highlighted the critical im-
portance of  continuous  efforts to de-
tect, test, treat and isolate patients, and to 
trace contacts.   

People also are asked to follow WHO 
advice on reducing transmission 
through  measures,  such as prop-
er handwashing, covering coughs and 
sneezes,  and practicing social distanc-
ing. 

Covid -19: Swift policy action, strong leadership can save millions of jobs 

Bishop Dr Gertrude Rwakatare, distinguished voice among women in Tanzania
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 By Smart money reporter

G
EITA Buckreef Gold Project 
which is jointly owned by Ca-
nadian gold magnate James 
Sinclair and State Mining Cor-

poration (Stamico) will likely rival Buly-
anhulu in producing large quantities of 
gold and copper.

Sinclair said in an interview that the 
mine which is estimated to last 16 years, 
will also benefit the country a lot because 
of the favourable joint venture agreement 
signed between Stamico and Buckreef 
Gold Corporation.

The financial arrangement contained in 
our JVA is unheard of in our industry and 
was ground breaking from its inception. 
Even now, contracts with companies in 
the extraction industry only share the net 
profits with the host nation. Other com-
panies in the extraction industry do not 
share the actual gold,” Sinclair said. 

He noted that under the JVA, not only 
does Stamico have a profit share of net 
earnings in the minerals extracted but 
also owns a share of the actual minerals 
whose value is estimated at U$50 million 

expert says Buckreef project to rival 
Bulyanhulu in bumper mineral output

KiGALi 

OVEr the weekend, the Ministry of Health 
announced that henceforth, it will be manda-
tory for people to wear masks whenever they 
step out of their homes in a bid to curb the 
spread of coronavirus.

Consequently, the Food and Drug Authority 
announced that 22 local firms had received ap-
proval for production and sale of face masks 
in the country. The firms were required to 
present samples which were matched against 
global standards and requirements for the ap-
proval process.

The approval saw barrier masks made out 
of approved fabric or cloth added to the list of 
approved personal protective equipment. Pre-
viously, only surgical masks and N95 respira-
tor were common but often in short supply as 
they were imported.

Firms who spoke to The New Times said 
that over the weekend, they had been work-
ing on repurposing their production plants to 
respond to the demand which production ex-
pected to kick off today.

With most of the companies previously op-
erating as garment manufacturers, they said 

that their staff have adequate skills in produc-
tion of quality barrier masks which had so far 
received approval from the regulator.

A majority of producers who spoke to this 
newspaper said that they were pursuing indus-
try prices between rwf500 to rwf900 for a re-
usable mask, meaning that retail prices could 
be higher. This is also with a consideration that 
some members of the public might want to ac-
quire more than one mask per person.

With rwanda’s population estimated at over 
12 million citizens and residents, unofficial es-
timates put required masks at as much as 20 
million taking into account ownership of over 
one mask by some as well as replacements 
over time. 

Local production of the masks will, among 
other things, reduce the dependence on im-
ports which have also been problematic. Some 
economic blocs have put restrictions on ex-
ports of medical equipment outside their bloc 
to meet their demand needs. 

In the instances where the imports of prod-
ucts such as masks are available, they are 
expensive and out of reach for the ordinary 
public. For instance, a quick spot check across 

a number of pharmacies established that 
single use masks were retailing at between 
rwf1,000 to rwf1,500 per piece.

This means that an essential service provid-
er could spend up over rwf5,000 per week if 
they are relying on imported masks. Laurène 
Umutoni, the founder of UZI Collections, a 
popular garment producer in the country 
told The New Times that since presenting 
samples for approval, her firm had been mak-
ing adjustments in readiness for production.

Beyond production of masks, the firm has 
also put in place measures to ensure hygien-
ic packaging based on the guidelines by the 
regulator. The firm kicks off production today 
with a target of production of between 400-
500 masks daily with employees working two 
shifts a day. The enterprise is further working 
on the possibility of increasing production 
capacity.

Further planning, Umutoni said, has in-
volved working with producers of raw ma-
terials and fabric to ensure that they do not 
run short of raw materials. “We have already 
engaged suppliers such as UTEXrWA to make 
sure that we have a steady supply of quality 

raw materials at affordable costs,” she said.
While the brand might have previously 

been known for fancy outfits, she said that 
repurposing production will also see quality 
maintained at costs affordable to all people. 
Joy Ndungutse the founder and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Gahaya Links another firm that 
has approval to produce the masks said that 
the company’s business model works on a so-
cial enterprise model involving women from 
all across the country including rural areas.

With a network of over 4000 women, she 
said that they are in position to respond to 
the demand of masks by integrating as many 
women as will be required in the process. This 
she said would also ensure that the women, es-
pecially from rural households, have income at 
a time when most of their revenue streams had 
been halted as a result of the lockdown.

She noted that with the pandemic and its 
consequent effects, as opposed to competition 
they were engaging in partnership and cooper-
ation along the value chain to ensure produc-
tion to maximum capacity.

“In the production process, we are work-
ing with partners as opposed to competing to 

make sure that as much raw material is avail-
able to ensure that all rwandans have access 
to face masks as was directed,” Ndugutse said. 
She said that they were working with local sup-
pliers of fabrics to ensure uninterrupted sup-
ply.

In regards to the costs and affordability 
of masks, she said that like other firms, they 
would be lowering their profit margins to en-
sure affordability for all rwandans and resi-
dents. While they are yet to announce the final 
price, she said that they are working to ensure 
that products which will be re-usable will be 
priced as affordably as possible.

Officials from Utexirwa, a textile company 
said that the firm is aware that their role in the 
value chain includes production of masks and 
fabrics for most of the producers noting that 
they have readjusted their production plant.

They noted that at the moment, they had ad-
equate raw materials with production expect-
ed to commence today with between 75 to 100 
workers. The production they said will seek to 
produce masks as well as fabric approved for 
masks to ensure local producers have enough 
for coming weeks.

will local firms cope with the demand for face masks?

Drilling going at Buckreef Gold Project in Geita region. file photo. 

S. Africa’s medium businesses 
aren’t lagging in digitalisation

health, Community Development, Gender, elderly and Children minister Ummy mwalimu (2nd L) receives a dummy cheque for 
100m/- from Songas Limited’s managing Director, Anael Samuel ( r) being donation in supporting government’s fight against 
the novel coronavirus at a ceremony held in Dar es Salaam on friday. Photo courtesy of Songas. 

JohANNeSBUrG 

MEDIUM businesses in South Africa, those with 500 or 
fewer employees, are not lagging when it comes to digital 
modernisation – but challenges like talent retention, funding 
and attitudes of leaders remain.

This is according to an IDG survey Spotlight: The State of 
SMBs and IT today, commissioned by Dell Technologies and 
Intel, covering the motivations and challenges that medium 
businesses weigh as they adopt digital technologies.

According to the survey, local medium businesses rated 
their ability to use IT for competitive differentiation very 
highly: 53% saw it as very good, while 43% rated it as quite 
good and cited budget restrictions as the greatest barrier. 4% 
rated their ability as ‘not bad’ - no company chose the lowest 
tier.

51% cited competing with new competitors and start-ups 
in a changing marketplace, while 43% were concerned about 
cash-flow issues or lack of budget to invest in infrastructure. 
Nearly as many are worried about their ability to attract and 
retain talent and the same number, 40%, pointed to the state 
of the macro-economy.

Dell Technologies added that unlike their European peers, 
South African medium businesses are less concerned about 

the impact of rules and regulations. By far, growing their 
businesses was the primary concern among respondents.

Talent retention led the concerns around managing IT, cit-
ed by 15% of the surveyed medium businesses. This was fol-
lowed by information security risks (13%), cost of in-house IT 
skills (13%), and vendor management of service level agree-
ments (11%). 

Training staff on new software (28%), the time demands 
of security challenges (17%) and strategic alignment with 
the business (15%) dominated challenges around supporting 
business needs. Helpdesk response time and limited pro-
ductivity budgets were also mentioned.

42% ranked IT as one of their best opportunities to grow 
their businesses, and 40% regard it as an important source 
of competitive differentiation. But a large majority - 68% - 
said that despite IT’s importance, business leaders still don’t 
understand its value.

Doug Woolley, Managing Director at Dell Technologies 
South Africa, said, “South Africa’s medium businesses are 
clearly not lagging behind the digital modernisation curve. 
The challenges they face are often the same as the major 
markets. But there are also unique approaches that fit the 
contexts of Africa and her many different regions. It shows a 
business sector in touch with its communities and customer 

as per Canadian National Instrument 43-101 which 
values the Buckreef Project. 

“Tanzania’s 45 percent interest in the asset is val-
ued at more than U$50,000,000 which represents 
Tanzania’s portion of the present value of the as-
set,” he added while explaining  that when his com-
pany submitted a bid for the Buckreef Project and 
was awarded it for U$3 million, the mineralization 
was not expected to be as established  recently.

“Tanzania also receives royalties, together with 
income taxes on the overall share of the project. 
This means Tanzania ultimately receives more than 
a 50 percent share in Buckreef. It needs to be men-
tioned that Tanzania has no risk whatsoever in the 
project, no capital investment in Buckreef, no fi-
nancial responsibility or outlay, and is not required 
to do anything in order to share in the gains,” Sin-
clair who has invested over U$150 million in vari-
ous mines in the country stated. 

“The present life of the mine is projected to be 
at least 16 years, and we expect 16 years and be-
yond from the mineralization revealed in the deep 
drilling process we have undertaken. At the present 
time we anticipate 100,000 to 200,000 ounces of 
gold per year. We already know we have a great 
mine in Buckreef,” he noted (Sinclair’s full inter-
view is on page 15).
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Insurance company extends 
172.5 million/- in support of 
efforts to fight off Covid-19

 By Smart Money Reporter

I
N a bid to boost government’s kitty to 
fight the novel coronavirus outbreak, 
Sanlam Life Insurance Tanzania and 
Sanlam General Insurance Tanzania 

donated 172.5m/-.
Speaking during the event, Sanlam 

Group’s Regional Executive Officer for 
East Africa, Julius Magabe said they are 
highly conscious of the fact that the pre-
vailing situation is totally unprecedent-
ed and that the country has found itself 
needing to deal with a large-scale health 
and social behaviour change interven-
tion.

“We recognize that there are people 
in urgent medical needs following cir-
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By Smart Money Reporter

TIGOPESA subscribers can now send and receive cash to any East African 
Community country except Burundi and South Sudan.

Tigo Tanzania Limited’s acting Chief Officer for Mobile Financial Services, Angelica 
Pesha said in Dar es Salaam this week during the launch of the service that the telco 
is partnering with Safaricom’s M-PESA in Kenya, MTN in Uganda and MTN and Airtel 
in Rwanda to allow the cross border transactions.

“The service now ensures that TigoPesa customers are connected to all major 
mobile money networks across the East African region, a move that will grow 
transactions for cross-border remittance users,” Pesha said.

She said the new service is testimony to how the telco adapts to its customers’ 
needs with digital solutions but also means that benefits of mobile money can be 
extended to cross-border trade, allowing businesses and families to transfer money 
quickly and securely in East Africa.  

“This partnership further cements our position as a provider of choice for 
mobile financial services and we believe this venture will increase the number of 
transactions for cross-border remittance users,” she added.

Commenting on the deal, MTN Uganda’s General Manager for Mobile Financial 
Services, Stephen Mutana said the telco has been at the forefront of financial 
innovation pioneering in the delivery of a wide range of financial services such as 
micro savings, loans, insurance and merchant payments through MoMoPay.

”To be able to make our wide network available to customers across the East 
African region, this is testimony to continued drive to extend affordable, reliable, 
secure financial services to not only our customers in Uganda, but to all people in the 
region,” Mutana said adding that the partnership among the three telcos will enable 
them to meet the growing demand for cross border transactions within East Africa. 

tigoPesa goes across 
border in east Africa

HARARe

ThE fallout from the corona-
virus pandemic has upended 
Zimbabwe’s plans to enforce 
the use of its own currency 
and left it scrambling to find 
money to tackle twin crises of 
economic collapse and famine.

A global slump spurred by 
the outbreak of the virus has 
come with the southern Af-
rican nation’s economy in its 
worst state since at least 2008. 
Already trying to raise $400 
million to buy grain after the 
most-severe drought in 40 
years threatened to leave half 
of its people without enough 
food, it now needs another 
$220 million to deal with the 
impact of Covid-19, according 
to Finance Minister Mthuli 
Ncube.

On the eve of major pro-
tests, which were called by 
the main opposition party 
over plunging living stand-
ards, Ncube said the country 
would establish a Monetary 
Policy Committee within a 
month that will cut interest 
rates, begin selling bonds 
with maturities of as long as 
30 years, and proceed with a 
plan to privatise everything 
from state telecommunica-
tions companies to timber 
plantations.

“We are working with the 
two crises, we are fighting 
on both fronts,” he said in an 
April 16 interview. “Our issue 
is just financial resources.” 

Zimbabwe’s economy has 
been in free-fall as a shortage 
of foreign currency led to scar-

Zimbabwe has its currency plans 
changed as it fights on two fronts

CAPe tOwn 

SOUTh Africa will gradually ease regulations in various sectors to restart 
activity after the national lockdown and will work on fast-tracking some struc-
tural reforms to help the economy recover.

A meeting of the president’s Coordinating Council on Saturday “agreed on 
the need for a risk-adjusted approach to the resumption of economic activity 
at the completion of the lockdown period,” the Presidency said in a statement.

The virtual gathering, chaired by President Cyril Ramaphosa, “discussed 
progress and challenges in the implementation of the nationwide lockdown 
with specific emphasis on the need for relief of social distress suffered by many 
South Africans who have suffered a loss of income, who are experiencing food 
shortages or who do not have access to water,” according to the statement.

Sunday sees South Africa on day 24 of a five-week national lockdown that 
was extended from an initial planned 21 days. 

While the restrictions first halted all economic activity, except essential ser-
vices, Cooperative Governance Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma announced 
last week that mines can resume work at 50% capacity. The central bank pro-
jects the economy will contract by 6.1% this year and cut its key interest rate to 
a record low on April 14 following the decision to keep the restrictions in place 
until the end of April.

Recommendations
The council also made recommendations for the cabinet to consider on 

April 20, the Presidency said. These relate to the need for an economic recon-
struction plan and a recovery map for municipalities.

“The meeting was unanimous that the impact on the South African economy 
would depend on the pace and magnitude of the interventions which would 
be required of all social partners,” according to the statement. “This includes 
the need to fast-track the implementation of identified structural reforms.”

Labour union representatives told Ramaphosa at a special meeting of the 
National Economic Development and Labour Council on Friday that a R40 bil-
lion rand ($2.1 billion) fund to compensate temporarily laid-off workers is not 
being distributed fast enough and that the 17 million people on welfare need 
more assistance.

 The president’s council “agreed that measures should be put in place to 
ensure that more cash is put in the hands of households to induce economic 
activity in the medium term.”

SA to gradually 
ease regulations 
after lockdown

cumstances precipitated by increasing 
positive COVID-19 cases, and during this 
critical period, as responsible corporate 
citizens, we deem it important to take part 
in supporting the government’s efforts in 
ensuing the health and safety of families, 
colleagues and the community at large,” 
said Magabe.

Magabe explained that the Sanlam 
Group and its Tanzanians subsidiaries be-
lieve that it is important to ensure public 
awareness and compliance is desired with 
behaviour change to keep the deadly virus 
at bay.

The money was presented to National 
Relief Fund to fight COVID-19 which is 
under Prime Minister’s Office but was re-
ceived by Minister for health, Community 

Development, Gender, Elderly and Chil-
dren, Ummy Mwalimu.

Speaking after receiving the donation, 
Mwalimu thanked Sanlam Group’s man-
agement for supporting government’s ef-
forts at such a critical time. “Your support 
is highly appreciated as it has come at the 
right time, when it is highly needed. With 
thanks, we urge other business entities as 
well as individuals to continue supporting 
the government on this fight,” she said.

She commended Sanlam companies for 
activating socially responsible protocols 
including establishing new working ar-
rangements and where appropriate, reduc-
ing the number of staff at office premises 
with shorter working hours to minimize 
their exposure to the COVID-19.

city of fuel and wheat. Conditions 
worsened after the government 
removed a 1-1 peg between a qua-
si-currency known as bond notes 
and the dollar more than a year 
ago and in June banned the use 
of foreign exchange as it sought 
to reintroduce the Zimbabwe 
dollar that had been scrapped 
in 2009.

The situation has been com-
pounded by the imposition of a 
national lockdown to curb the 
spread of the disease. The In-
ternational Monetary Fund esti-
mates the economy contracted 
8.3% last year. 

Now, to contain the fallout the 
local currency has been pegged 
at 25 to the dollar, still well be-
low the black-market rate, and 
the ban on the use of foreign 
currency has been lifted.

“You are allowed to keep your 

US dollars under your pillow” 
and they can be used in shops, 
Ncube said. “Our plans are de-
railed. We are determined to get 
back on track once the Covid-19 
outbreak” is over, he said.

The decision may improve 
trading as retailers were reluc-
tant to accept local currency 
that couldn’t be used to import 
goods. 

“It means we can easily buy 
from our suppliers,” said Mikey 
Goredema, 28, who sells build-
ing materials in an outdoor mar-
ket in harare, the capital. “The 
US dollar was what people want-
ed, even when it was illegal.”

It’s a setback for Ncube, an 
economist who has lectured at 
the University of Oxford and 
who tried to instil financial dis-
cipline since accepting the post 
in September 2018. 

he has slashed government 
spending, set up a monetary pol-
icy committee and introduced a 
benchmark interest rate.

Despite those measures, the 
country failed to attract signifi-
cant foreign investment, has ex-
ternal debt of $8 billion that it 
can’t repay and annual inflation 
surged to 676% in March. Ncube 
admits a target of double-digit 
price growth by the end of the 
year may be difficult to attain.

“It has all been complicated by 
Covid-19,” he said. “It’s very hard 
to get our targets.”

 The country isn’t eligible for 
funding from the IMF, due to ar-
rears to other multilateral lend-
ers, but has received some assis-
tance from the European Union 
and the UK as well as from a 
number of organisations, Ncube 
said.

Health Community Development, Gender, elderly and Children minister ummy Mwalimu (5th-R ), receives a dummy cheque for 172.5m/- from Sanlam Life 
Insurance tanzania and Sanlam General Insurance tanzania officials in support of government efforts to fight the Covid-19 pandemic . this was at the event held 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Guardian Photographer. 

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa

Zimbabwe’s Finance Minister Mthuli ncube.
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Canadian gold mogul sees 
Geita Buckreef Project as 
next big prize for country
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GEITA’s Buckreef Gold Project 
which is jointly owned by Buckreef 
Gold Corporation and State Mining 
Corporation may rival Bulyanhulu Gold 
Mine as one of the most productive 
underground mine with substantial 
amount of copper. Canadian gold 
magnate who is BGC’s Executive 
Chairman, James Sinclair explains in this 
interview, read on:

When is the likely gold production 
start date at Buckreef?

 It is important to note that we are 
not starting production, but resuming 
production at Buckreef. We produced 
and were declared a commercial gold 
producer by Tanzania in early 2016. 
Upon further exploring our prospect, 
we realized that due to the huge gold 
potential at Buckreef, we were likely 
to require a much larger plant, better 
facilities, more employees and state of 
the art extraction since the amount of 
gold mineralization exceeded anything 
we had imagined up to that time.  

What do you mean exactly?
At Buckreef our mine is deep, and the 

deeper we mine, the wider and richer 
the gold.  We already knew we had a 
great mine, but we now see that Buckreef 
could be the next world class mine. It 
is also important to understand that 
production is a process, not a destination, 
and we have actively and continuously 
engaged in the process. A gold mine is 
like the birth of a baby. The baby is the 
final result, but the baby itself is not the 
process. The process commenced at 
conception and production occurs at all 
stages of gestation and development. All 
of the production ultimately results in 
the delivery of the infant. To address the 
intent of your question, we anticipate the 
results of gold production, before the end 
of June 2020.  

 How many people are employed 
at the mine and what percentage 
constitutes locals?

We presently employ over 100 
Tanzanians at Buckreef, and that 
number will increase as the project 
goes forward. Lots of people imagine we 
only employ Tanzanians for labour jobs, 
but we actually employ Tanzanians 
at all levels of employment from 
professionals, to highly skilled workers, 
labourers and everything in between.  
It would take a page to give you job 
descriptions and job titles to reply to 
these questions, but I will try to list the 
jobs to give you a fuller answer than 
just a number. We employ Tanzanian 
consultants, geologists, metallurgists, 
accountants, surveyors, environmental 
scientists, builders, medical officers, 
sanitation workers and cleaners, plant 
managers, chemical managers, storage 
and facilities personnel, protective 
uniforms personnel, special and 
general laundry workers, cooks and 
food service workers. The list can go 
on and on. We employ photographers, 
office and field geologists. Drivers and 
operators of heavy equipment, and 
plant maintenance personnel necessary 
to repair, rebuild or replace equipment 

Glencore mine boss seized at Zambian airport spells trouble
LUSAKA

NAThAN Bullock was about to fly home to his 
family in Australia when authorities blocked his 
exit at Zambia’s Lusaka airport, bundled him into 
a police car, and drove him six hours through the 
night back to the mine he manages. Police later 
camped outside his home.

Bullock is at the center of a rapidly deteriorating 
row between the southern African nation’s 
government and Glencore Plc [JSE: GLN], the 
world’s biggest commodity trader. The conflict 
flared last week when Glencore said it was 
temporarily closing its giant Mopani mines as they 
haemorrhaged cash following a collapse in the 
copper price. Zambia said Glencore didn’t follow 
the proper legal procedures and threatened to 
cancel its mining licenses.

The stakes are high for both parties. Zambia, 
heavily dependent on copper revenues, is on the 
brink of a debt crisis. For Glencore, it’s the latest 
headache at its African copper and cobalt assets. 
Spanning the copper belt that stretches north into 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the mines are 
supposed to be a major growth driver, but have 
been beset by problems.

There are also wider implications. Glencore is 
one of the last major western miners to control 

copper and cobalt operations in Congo and 
Zambia. Gradually its rivals have quit the region to 
be replaced by Chinese companies. As the world 
moves toward an era of electric vehicles, China 
is gaining increasing dominance over the supply 
chain.

The Mopani mines are on the outskirts of Kitwe, 
a city about 180 miles (about 289 km) north of 
Zambia’s capital, Lusaka. The mines have been 
troublesome for Glencore, but that hasn’t stopped 
the company from spending billions of dollars 
on sinking new shafts to try and almost triple 
copper production, to about 140 000 tons a year. 
Still, Mopani was unprofitable even before the 
coronavirus pandemic led to a collapse in the 
copper price, convincing Glencore that its best 
option was to mothball the mines for at least three 
months.

Tough line
Zambia responded with fury, detaining Bullock, 

chief executive of Glencore’s local unit. he had 
only been in the country since October, when he 
took over the Mopani unit. Bullock was released 
by the police, who on Friday camped outside his 
Kitwe residence “merely for his safety,” according 
to Richard Musukwa, the mines minister. Glencore 
said it’s in talks with Zambia on the way forward.

Musukwa, who made the comments at a press 
briefing in Kitwe that was broadcast on local radio, 
asked for questions to be sent by text message, 
which he didn’t immediately respond to. It’s not 
the first time Zambia has taken a tough line with 
the companies that exploit its mineral wealth.

Fifty years ago, Zambia’s first post-independence 
leader, Kenneth Kaunda, nationalised mines 
owned by Anglo American Plc and Roan Selection 
Trust to rally his political supporters. Now, the 
often-populist President Edgar Lungu may try 
to shore up support in the politically crucial 
Copperbelt province by fighting to keep Mopani 
operating.

“Already under pressure, the mine closures 
would undermine President Edgar Lungu ahead 
of internal party elections and the 2021 national 
elections,” Eurasia Group analyst Connor Vasey 
wrote in a note. “They would also jeopardise 
Zambia’s broader economic stability.”

A year ago, the government placed the local unit 
of Vedanta Resources Plc in provisional liquidation, 
accusing the company of lying about expansion 
plans and cheating on taxes. The belligerent 
approach has drawn criticism, including a letter 
this week from three former finance ministers and 
a central bank governor.

“There is a growing image of Zambia as the ‘wild 

west’ where the application of the law and work 
of statutory bodies is arbitrary and political,” they 
wrote. “Who will invest in a country where assets 
can be seized, or contracts are irrelevant?”

Resource nationalism
Zambia isn’t alone in pursuing resource 

nationalism. In neighboring Tanzania, President 
John Magufuli has spearheaded an aggressive 
drive targeting gold-mining companies, while 
Congo upset miners operating there by redrawing 
the mining code.

The International Monetary Fund forecasts 
Zambia’s economy will contract by 3.5% this year, 
the worst performance in about two and a half 
decades. Copper production, which generates 
about 70% of the country’s export earnings, 
dropped to the lowest since 2015 last year.

Glencore has faced repeated problems with 
its African operations, struggling to make them 
profitable. Yet the company unveiled a turnaround 
plan last year that would see the assets generate an 
annual profit of more than $1.5 billion (about R28 
billion) . So far the program is working at Katanga, 
its best asset, but the closure of Mopani is a setback.

Chinese companies including Jiangxi Copper Co 
have shown a growing interest in Zambia’s copper 
industry. Last year, it bought a near-20% stake in 

First Quantum Minerals Ltd., the nation’s biggest 
producer. Mopani, which Glencore valued at $1.7 
billion (about R32 billion) in December – when 
copper prices were much higher – has a smelter 
as well as mines. “Zambia can talk up confiscating 
licenses, but no one is going to step in and buy 
it,” said Ben Davis, an analyst at Liberum Capital 
Markets. “Except maybe the Chinese.”

for assured and continuous operations. We employ 
everything from professionals and specialized 
personnel to casual workers. All of the above 
were hired for the initial plant, and Tanzanian 
employment will dramatically increase as increased 
production facilities are installed as we move 
forward.  These are all in addition to the fact that 
we engage local banks and insurance companies 
and our legal and other business professionals in 
Tanzania and have for as long as we have operated 
in Tanzania.

What about their safety and health?
This is something which is important to us, I 

would like to point out is that our medical officer 
has a team of medical technicians who ensure the 
health and safety of our facility. Traditionally, we 
have tested our workers weekly for Malaria among 
other health and safety exams to ensure safety at 
our facility. Although we test as a matter of routine, 
weekly, any employee can get tested upon request 
if they are feeling unwell, and it is very significant at 
this time where the global pandemic of COVID-19 for 
us to ensure the health and safety of our employees. 
It is important for our workforce. We not only test for 
illnesses, but we also supply at our cost and expense 
treatment for any employee in need.

how do you address the local content aspects?
We are very sensitive to local content requirements, 

but you should know that we engaged and procured 
local talent for our business operations before it 
was required by law in Tanzania.  We have in the 
past and will continue in the future to support our 
host nation and the people of Tanzania with our 
investments, hiring practices and local strategic 
and logistical procurement.  It should be noted that 
as the mine progresses, we expect to employ many 
times the present workforce and anticipate that our 
operations will require a workforce of 1500 or more 
workers at all levels.

Are there other advantages for Tanzania from 
the Buckreef Project?

In addition to the jobs creation and local 
procurement you just asked about. Our 
arrangement with Tanzania through its agency 
STAMICO really needs to be clarified for the public 
to understand the real benefits to Tanzania.  Our 
Joint Venture Agreement ( JVA) between STAMICO 
and the Buckreef Corporation is the most beneficial 
economical contract that exists for mineral 
resources anywhere in Tanzania. Not only does 
STAMICO have a profit share of net earnings in the 
minerals extracted, it also owns a share of the actual 
minerals. The minerals are a real and present asset 
with a definable present value. The value of the 

asset is present. The value of Tanzania’s asset is 
determined by the Canadian National Instrument 
43-101 which values the Buckreef Project. Tanzania’s 
45 percent  interest in the asset is valued at more 
than U$50,000,000 which represents Tanzania’s 
portion of the present value of the asset.

The financial arrangement contained in our 
JVA is unheard of in our industry and was ground 
breaking from its inception. Even now, contracts 
with companies in the extraction industry only 
share the net profits with the host nation. Other 
companies in the extraction industry do not share 
the actual gold. 

What about royalty payments?
Tanzania receives royalties, together with income 

taxes on the overall share of the project. This 
means Tanzania ultimately receives more than a 50 
percent share in Buckreef. It needs to be mentioned 
that Tanzania has no risk whatsoever in the project, 
no capital investment in Buckreef, no financial 
responsibility or outlay, and is not required to do 
anything in order to share in the gains. This is all in 
addition to the fact that the mine will be 99 percent 
operated by Tanzanians. All investment risks have 
been and continue to be borne by Buckreef Gold 
Corporation.

We bid on the Buckreef Project and were 
awarded it for U$3,000,000. We expect Buckreef to 
be the next world class mine, comparable in size to 
Bulyanhulu. Tanzania will enjoy the best economic 
position in the extractive industry with Buckreef. 

How much has been invested so far?
This is really a two part question. Our investment 

in Tanzania isn’t limited to our Buckreef Project.  
We have other projects in Tanzania in which we 
have significantly invested. We have expended over 
U$150,000,000 in Tanzania in our operations in the 
extractive industry, and U$33,000,000 has been 
expended in the Buckreef Project specifically.  

What will be the gold production capacity of 
the Buckreef mine per annum and what is the 
life of the mine?

Production isn’t a phased process. It is a constant 
process. The present life of the mine is projected 
to be at least 16 years, and we expect 16 years and 
beyond from the mineralization revealed in the 
deep drilling process we have undertaken. At the 
present time we anticipate 100,000 to 200,000 
ounces of gold per year. We already know we 
have a great mine in Buckreef. We also know 
that Buckreef has the potential to be the greatest 
mine in Tanzania because of the deep drilling 
mineralization we continue to strike in our drilling 
process, and we have already drilled more than 
3,000 feet down. Simply put, the drilling shows 
the mine to be deeper, wider, and richer.

Apart from gold, will there be any other 
minerals produced through the Buckreef 
mine?

The short answer is yes. There is an abundance 
of copper located at Buckreef. There are other 
minerals which are yet to be defined, but there are 
traces of silver and molybdenum. Presently our 
focus is on the gold, but the amount of copper is 
significantly abundant.

Jim you are a renowned gold expert, can you 
give us your opinion on the global rising price of 
gold benefiting Tanzania and your investors?

First, you will understand that I do not provide 
private investment advice. A rising gold price can 
only benefit Tanzania as a shareholder in our 
company and simultaneously benefit our investors 
and shareholders since the value of our gold asset 
increases.

Already under pressure, the 
mine closures would undermine 
President Edgar Lungu ahead of 
internal party elections and the 
2021 national elections,” Eurasia 
Group analyst Connor Vasey 
wrote in a note. “They would also 
jeopardise Zambia’s broader 
economic stability

Vodacom’s agile way of doing things prove 
a success in the face of COVID-19 outbreak
By Smart Money Reporter

IN this highly competitive and fast mov-
ing world, businesses are always seeking 
new ways of doing things in order to get 
an edge and better outcomes. 

Flexibility and adoptability are the 
buzz words as companies strive to em-
power its people to work where, when 
and how they choose, with maximum 
flexibility and minimum constraints to 
optimize their performance and to do 
their best work to keep up and remain 
profitable.

The local market’s leading telecommu-
nication technology company, Vodacom 
Tanzania Plc has embraced the new ways 
of working and already results are visible 
in terms of profitability and productivity. 
This new way of working is called Agile 
and its Team Leader is Athumani Milinga.

As Agile Team Leader, Milinga said 
Agile is an iterative approach to project 
management and software development 
that helps teams deliver value to their 
customers faster and with fewer head-
aches. 

“Traditional business principles are 
important but need to be updated in 
context to today’s environment, trends 
and technologies. Instead of betting eve-
rything on a reveal or a launch, an Agile 
Team delivers work in small, but con-
sumable, increments,” said Milinga in an 
interview. 

he said under the new working ways 
at Vodacom, requirements, plans, and re-
sults are evaluated continuously so teams 
have a natural mechanism for respond-
ing to change quickly, thus simply put, it is 
the smart way of getting things done.

“Any company that wants to improve 
its systems in order to get better results 
will be interested in the Agile as it unfolds 
new ways of doing things to yield bet-
ter and faster results. One of the aims of 
an Agile approach is to release benefits 
throughout the process rather than only 
at the end,” he noted. 

At the core, Agile projects exhibit cen-
tral values and behaviours of trust, flex-
ibility, empowerment and collaboration. 
In a fast changing industry like telecom-
munications, Agile is the smart way of 
getting things done and responding to 
situations as they happen.  

As the domestic market’s largest telco, 
Vodacom is always keen to lead the way 
in terms of innovation and adopting new 
ways of working, which is why there are 
already three Agile teams working on dif-
ferent projects. 

“The beauty of agile is the ability to 
work fast, quickly adapt to new changes, 
learning along the way to ensure we 
produce products and services that are 
needed,” he added while noting that 
since April 2019 when the project started, 
the telco has been able reduce its M-Pesa 

agent registration and payment process 
which was previously long, tedious and 
manual. 

“The team looked at the challenges 
staff and customers faced and came up 
with a new solution. The process has 
now been automated, its seamless and 
gives visibility of performance. We also 
used our Agile Team for the SIM registra-
tion process were able to respond quick 
to regulatory requirements, register our 
customers faster and anticipate chal-
lenges before they came hence reducing 
cost,” the ATL noted.

Milinga describes Agile as a smart way 
of thinking and doing things. “It’s a philos-
ophy that needs to spread and be prac-
ticed throughout the company as it is not 
confined to one particular department of 
any organization. Software developers in 
America by the likes of Microsoft adopted 
Agile philosophy to improve processes 
and their business practices.”

Due to the fast changing nature of soft-
ware development, changes and adjust-
ments are constantly needed in order to 
adopt to changes and address challenges 
as they happen during development of 
products and services.’

Some of the characteristics attributed 
to an Agile practitioner includes: Trusted 
and respected as a thought leader and 
change agent who can influence and per-
suade business and IT leaders; Natural 
servant leader, with the ability to develop 
and communicate the objectives, inspire, 
coach, motivate staff, and maintain align-
ment with the business outcome vision; 
and Ability to continue to monitor, learn, 
and implement industry best practices 
from the agile community, among others.

“These attributes are not confined to 
individuals but the entire team at an or-
ganization. This is what makes Vodacom 
standout as we adopt the Agile way of do-
ing things, we are doing this collectively 
so that teams, departments and the en-
tire company becomes a truly Agile or-
ganization,” the ATL pointed out.

As a global company with presence 
in several jurisdictions, Milinga said he 
has participated in international training 
courses and done assignments since join-
ing Vodacom which has been very ben-
eficial to development of his career.

“Agile is not a one-time thing; it is rather 
a process of doing things. Learning best 
practices from different markets helps us 
change our systems and practices with a 
view to improve outcomes we desire. My 
background and area of work is in Infor-
mation Technology, however, Agile phi-
losophy extends to all departments and 
internal systems,” he noted. 

As to how does the Agile way of work-
ing help address the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the Vodacom ATL stated, “Agile means 
adopting to situations. This is very appli-
cable at this moment. 

An Agile Team at work at Vodacom Tanzania Plc’s headquarters in Dar es Salaam. 



16  Tuesday 21  April   2020

WORLD
By Lia Zhu

After embracing the scientific 
terms of flattening the curve and social 
distancing, the US public wonder when 
life will return to normal. But experts 
say the physical distancing practice may 
need to remain in place for the next two 
years.

“It factors in importantly the physical 
distancing measures that are absolutely 
essential,” said Jonathan fielding, pro-
fessor at schools of public health and 
medicine at the University of California, 
Los Angeles.”And it’s important that we 
keep everybody compliant with these 
measures if we don’t want things to get 
worse.”

experts say protective measures like 
social distancing are the key to flatten-
ing the curve of infection so the total 
number of COVID-19 cases is spread 
over a longer term, preventing an in-
flux of patients from overwhelming the 

health care system.
While bracing for a surge of corona-

virus cases, the hospital of the Univer-
sity of California San francisco, or USCf, 
has kept caseloads low. the hospital’s 
COVID-19 unit with 600 beds had only 
20 patients, according to an NBC News 
report on April 11.

the UCSf and its doctors took to so-
cial media to note that the new cases in 
San francisco seemed to be flattening 
as a result of the city’s early adoption of 
social distancing measures.

robert Wachter, the chair of the De-
partment of Medicine at UCSf, created a 
graphic and posted it on twitter to illus-
trate what San francisco and California 
have done right in the pandemic.

According to the graphic, San fran-
cisco had declared a public health 
emergency on feb 26 before the first US 
death was reported in Seattle on feb 29.

the city and six surrounding Bay 
Area counties announced a “shelter in 

Social distancing works, but how 
long must it remain in place?

place” order on March 16, the first of its kind in 
the country. three days later, California ordered 
all residents to stay at home, the first US state to 
do so. New York went to “shelter at home” on 
March 23, four days later than California.

Huge difference
the graphic indicates a huge difference be-

tween the death tolls of the two states. As of 
April 10, San francisco and California had re-
corded 13 and 554 deaths respectively, com-
pared with 5,820 deaths in New York and 7,844 
deaths in New York State.

the key to San francisco’s “lighter hit” in-
cludes big tech companies’ early action to allow 
employees to work from home, then bold steps 
by elected leaders and the “crucial part”-people 

WHeN COVID-19 is exacer-
bating around the world, China 
is injecting strong confidence 
into the globe by timely sharing 
scientific data, results, and pre-
vention methods, as well as con-
ducting in-depth cooperation 
and communication with global 
countries.

When the virus just hit the 
country, Chinese scientific per-
sonnel, in a sharing spirit, had 
publicized research data about 
the disease. 

On Jan. 11, Chinese scientists 
isolated novel coronavirus 
strains and shared the genetic 
sequence of the virus with the 
World Health Organization 

(WHO), laying an important 
foundation for global experts to 
conduct drug, vaccine and di-
agnostic researches. the WHO 
expressed its appreciation to 
China for publicizing the genetic 
sequence.

By sharing the virus strain 
and genetic sequence, China, to 
some extent, hopes countries 
around the world can start vac-
cine r&D as early as possible, 
said Xu Nanping, China’s vice 
minister of science and technol-
ogy at a recent news conference 
held by the State Council Infor-
mation Office.

China has adopted five tech-
nological approaches in vaccine 

development, all of which are 
open for international coopera-
tion, he introduced.

According to Xu, a Chinese 
company is working with Inovio 
in the United States on a DNA 
vaccine; a Chinese company is 
cooperating with German phar-
maceutical company BioNtech 
on an mrNA vaccine and a Chi-
nese company is working with 
British pharmaceutical compa-
ny GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) on a 
recombinant protein vaccine.

China’s vaccine development 
pools global strength and will be 
shared globally, Xu said. 

Apart from the timely shar-
ing of scientific data, results and 

prevention methods, China will 
keep conducting in-depth co-
operation with other countries 
on epidemic prevention and 
control, treatment, and basic 
research, in a bid to contribute 
to the global fight against CO-
VID-19.

A total of 99 journals have 
been launched on the sharing 
platform of COVID-19 preven-
tion and control established 
by China, and 700 thesis and 
reports have been published. 
Meanwhile, Chinese scientists 
released 54 papers on interna-
tionally renowned journals such 
as the Lancet and the New eng-
land Journal of Medicine.

High-tech products from Chi-
na also played an important role 
in the global efforts to combat 
the pandemic.

On March 22, novel coro-
navirus test kits produced by 
Chinese genome sequencing 
company BGI Group was sent to 
Serbia, as the first batch of dona-
tion received by the country for 
COVID-19 control. 

It is learnt that the company’s 
test kits have been distributed to 
over 70 countries and regions, 
diagnosing more than 1 million 
individuals worldwide. 

So far, multiple kinds of Chi-
nese test kits have received 
qualification for entering the 

european Union (eU) market. 
Apart from donation, China has 
also shipped the products to 
many eU countries.

Chinese tech giant Huawei do-
nated an infrared temperature 
scanner system powered by AI 
and cloud technologies to Ar-
gentina under the support from 
the company’s strategic part-
ners in the country. 

the system was co-developed 
by Huawei and its partners, and 
is able to automatically detect 
body temperature through AI 
thermal imagery on the com-
pany’s cloud platform, which re-
duces physical contact and low-
ers the risk of human-to-human 

transmission.
recently, Chinese tech firm 

tencent open-sourced the inter-
national module in its COVID-19 
Mini Program (tH_COVID19_In-
ternational). 

the module displays global 
COVID-19 information with 
maps and data curves, shows 
the numbers of the latest con-
firmed cases, total cases, cured 
cases, and deaths, and gathers 
reports of the pandemic from 
authoritative media agencies. 

It helps people around the 
world to acquire real-time situ-
ation of the pandemic through 
their phones.

               People’s Daily

Chinese Technologies contribute to global fight against Covid-19

uNiTED NaTiONS 

tHe Group of 77 (G77) and 
China on Sunday issued a state-
ment expressing their support 
for the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in the fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“the Group of 77 and China is 
deeply concerned at the rapid 
spread of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, one of the most serious public 
health crises in modern history,” 
the statement said, adding that 
“the first priority is to save lives.”

“the group, therefore, ac-
knowledges the leading role of 
the World Health Organization 
led by its Director-General, Dr 
tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
and extends its full support and 
appreciation for its work in pro-
viding information, technical 
guidance, training and other as-
sistance to developing countries 
to help them prepare for and ef-
ficiently respond to the pandem-
ic,” the statement said.

the group and China share 
United Nations Secretary-Gen-

eral Antonio Guterres’ view that 
solidarity counts in the interna-
tional efforts to curb the virus 
and its shattering consequences, 

they said.
they emphasized that “the 

international community must 
unite in its efforts to ensure ac-
cess to scientific guidance, train-
ing, equipment, essential medical 
supplies, and concrete life-saving 
services to countries in greatest 
need and in regions where the 
full impact is yet to be felt.”

the statement includes a call 
on the international community 
“to maintain and, where possible, 
increase their support for the 
WHO, which, by the mandate giv-

en to it by member states, has a 
critical and central role to play in 
supporting developing countries 
to confront a crisis of epic scale 
that threatens to erase the gains 
made over the past decades.”

“We reiterate the need to 
strengthen international soli-
darity and multilateral coopera-
tion and partnership in the fight 
against a disease that is our com-
mon enemy,” according to the 
statement. 

            Xinhua

G77, China voice support for WHO in COVID-19 fight

Once epicenter of virus outbreak, 
Wuhan now a low-risk area

WuhaN 

ONCe the hardest-hit city by novel coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), Wuhan has been classified as a low-risk area 
of the outbreak as the city has met the criteria of no newly 
confirmed cases for the last 14 days, according to the latest 
assessment released Saturday by local authorities. 

By the end of friday, the central province of Hubei, which 
administers Wuhan, has 76 low-risk cities and counties and 
none with high risk or medium risk, according to the pro-
vincial COVID-19 epidemic prevention and control head-
quarters on Saturday. 

Wuhan, the provincial capital, saw its last medium-risk 
district of Qiaokou classified as low-risk compared with the 
assessment thursday. It had its coronavirus risk evaluation 
downgraded from high-risk to medium-risk on March 27. 

On friday, Hubei reported no newly confirmed COVID-19 
cases and 33 asymptomatic cases. 

According to the risk criteria defined in a guideline issued 
by China’s State Council, cities, counties, and districts with 
no newly confirmed cases in the last 14 days are categorized 
as low-risk areas, those with fewer than 50 cases or those 
with over 50 but without a concentrated outbreak are clas-
sified as mid-risk areas, and those with over 50 cases as well 
as a concentrated outbreak are classified as high-risk areas.  

A series of decisive measures taken by the Chinese gov-
ernment over the last two months helped Wuhan achieve 
a high cure rate and a low mortality rate, according to an 
official with the National Health Commission. 

Jiao Yahui, an official with the National Health Commis-
sion, said the measures included applying quarantine pol-
icy, dispatching medical workers to Hubei, building make-
shift hospitals, treating patients in severe condition with the 
country’s best resources and making full use of traditional 
Chinese medicine (tCM). 

According to Jiao, the novel coronavirus is highly conta-
gious with concealed pathogenesis and atypical symptoms, 
making it hard to identify the source of infection. 

facing the huge challenge of the strained medical re-
sources, more than 42,000 medics were assembled, and 16 
temporary hospitals were converted from gymnasiums and 
convention centers in Wuhan. 

During the peak period of the epidemic, Wuhan has a to-
tal of 60,000 hospital beds to meet the surging demand for 
medical resources. 

“this is one of the reasons that we have a rather high pa-
tient cure rate and a low mortality rate,” Jiao said. 

“Mortality rate is highly related to the treatment of inten-
sive care patients,” Jiao said, noting that authorities have 
used the best resources in the country to reduce the fatality 
rate. 

        Xinhua

A sign reading ‘Keep This Far Apart’, to remind people of social distancing, is seen in a park on April 
15, 2020 in New York City. (AFP)

President Putin says coronavirus 
epidemic keeps spreading, but 
Russia managed to contain it

NOVO-OGaRyOVO

tHe coronavirus epidemic 
continues to spread, but rus-
sia’s preventive measures have 
contained it, russian President 
Vladimir Putin said yesterday.

“the situation is still chal-
lenging, and unfortunately, the 
epidemic spread continues and the number of citizens, 
who contract the coronavirus, is on the rise,” Putin told a 
meeting to discuss the sanitary and epidemiological situa-
tion in russia.

the russian leader noted that the growth was seen “not 
only in Moscow, which was the first to face this threat, but 
also in other regions.” “Due to preventive measures we 
still managed to slow down and contain this process, but 
unfortunately the infection, even its single cases, has been 
registered in all 85 regions.”

Putin stressed that the scenario of the coronavirus 
spread had been predicted and russia had prepared for it.

the peak is still ahead
the peak of the coronavirus spread in russia is still 

ahead but it is necessary to smooth over the growth of new 
cases, Putin said.

“the peak of the disease spread is still ahead,” Putin 
stressed, referring to expert opinions.

However, “it is necessary to do everything to smooth 
over this peak and cut the time of getting past the so-called 
plateau when the largest number of new infections is reg-
istered,” the russian president said.

As the russian leader stressed, “work in all the direc-
tions is currently underway.” “Also, an additional stock 
of specialized medical beds will be made available in all 
the regions by the end of this and at the beginning of next 
week,” Putin specified.    Agencies

haRaRE

ZIMBABWe has extended its 
COVID-19 lockdown by another 14 
days to May 3, President emmerson 
Mnangagwa announced on Sunday.

the government imposed a 21-
day lockdown from March 30 to 
curb the spread of COVID-19. the 
lockdown was estimated to end to-
day. 

During the lockdown, govern-
ment has allowed only workers in 
essential services to continue going 
to work while observing precau-
tionary and sanitation measures. 

the number of COVID-19 cases 
in Zimbabwe rose to 25 after a case 
was recorded in Harare on Satur-
day, including two recoveries and 
three deaths. 

“the country is yet to meet the 
conditions for lifting the lockdown 
that were recently announced by 
the World Health Organization,” he 
said. He also noted that cases were 
increasing globally. 

“Guided by these realities and to 
allow ourselves greater leeway to 
prepare for worse times ahead, the 
government has decided to extend 
with immediate effect the national 
lockdown by a further 14 days,” he 
said.

Mnangagwa (pictured) said it had 

been a difficult decision to take, but 
it was necessary and unavoidable 
given the circumstances.

Among other measures, the mili-
tary, police and municipal police 
were deployed to ensure that peo-
ple stayed home and avoided un-
necessary trips. 

retail shops were allowed to 
open until 3 p.m. every day, while 
members of the public could still 
purchase essential medicines from 
pharmacies. 

Some sectors of the economy, 
which had initially been classified 
as non-essential were later allowed 
to operate, such as beverage manu-
facturers and the agricultural con-
cerns.  

Meanwhile Zimbabwe will this 
week re-open Beitbridge, its major 
border post with South Africa, to 
receive more than 3,000 of its citi-
zens who have been residing in the 
neighboring country. 

Most of the returnees crossed the 
border illegally into the neighbor-
ing country but have requested to 
be sent back home in the wake of 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic, state media reported Sun-
day. 

According to the Sunday Mail, 
they will be received without any 
conditions attached, Public Service, 

Labour and Social Welfare Deputy 
Minister Lovemore Matuke said. 

He did not say when exactly dur-
ing the week the border post, which 
is currently open to commercial cli-
ents only, will be re-opened to other 
forms of traffic but said all logistics 
with their South African counter-
parts were being made to allow 
even those without the requisite 
papers to pass through.

“We are going to open the Beit-
bridge Border Post to allow for the 
passage of the country’s citizens 

back into the country. We have 
more than 3,000 who have request-
ed to be sent back home... We don’t 
want them to use illegal channels to 
come back because we want to ac-
count for everyone in the wake of 
COVID-19,” Matuke said.

He said some of them were of no 
fixed abode and were always run-
ning away from law enforcement 
agents while others were doing odd 
jobs which are no longer available 
because of COVID-19.

South Africa last week extended 

its lockdown period by two more 
weeks from the previous three 
weeks. facilities had already been 
put in place in Beitbridge where 
the returnees will be isolated and 
tested for COVID-19. 

Matuke said he would be touring 
facilities that had been set to host 
the country’s citizens that had cho-
sen to return home from neighbor-
ing countries. “Government and its 
partners will also be providing for 
them in terms of food and other 
provisions,” he said.

the Zimbabwean embassy in 
Namibia has also requested all 
Zimbabwean nationals who have 
been affected by the lockdown and 
would want to return home to reg-
ister their names on Monday and 
tuesday. 

these, however, are required to 
have valid travelling documents 
and national identity cards will 
meet their own travelling costs. 

A notice from the embassy’s Con-
sular Department said those who 
wanted to travel would go through 
Zambia where there was a possi-
bility of a 14-day quarantine at the 
Zambian border before proceeding 
to Zimbabwe. “there will also be a 
mandatory 21-day quarantine upon 
arrival in Zimbabwe,” the notice 
said.    Xinhua

Zimbabwe extends COVID-19 lockdown by 14 days, allows citizens in S. Africa to return home

following the guidance, Wachter said.
Another early adopter of social distancing measures 

was Washington state, the early epicenter of COVID-19 
in the US. It has not had the same spike as New York.

the physical distancing strategy also seemed to 
work in the hardest-hit New York State, as Governor 
Andrew Cuomo said last week.

“the increase has slowed down; it flattens out for a 
period of time,” he said.

However, the latest Google community-mobility 
report analyzing location data from cell phones esti-
mates that physical distancing has reduced national 
movement to retail and recreational locations by only 
49 percent, with deep differentials between states that 
have implemented stay-at-home orders and those that 
have not.
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Recently, US lawmakers 
and an Australian think tank 
have been sparing no effort on 
hyping up the so-called forced 
labor conspiracy in northwest 
china’s Xinjiang Uygur Autono-
mous Region and pushing for 
a bill to limit US imports from 
Xinjiang.

to refute these rumours, 
the Global times visited more 
than 70 companies and private 
workshops in four prefectures 
in southern Xinjiang and found 
that accusations of forced labor 
in china are totally false. the 
smear campaign launched by 
these anti-china forces could 
further undermine the liveli-
hoods of the Uygurs and some 
other residents in Xinjiang who 
are currently living in poverty. 

experts said that US politi-
cians’ efforts in pushing sanc-
tions on china over so-called 
forced labor in Xinjiang aims 
to contain china in the back-
drop of the US-initiated trade 
war with china, and they also 

want to promote a decoupling 
of trade ties between china 
and the US to thwart possible 
restrictions in future strategic 
confrontations. 

Following a report in late 
February from the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), 
which claimed china is forcing 
at least 80,000 people from eth-
nic minority groups in Xinjiang 
to work in factories, on March 11, 
the US congressional-executive 
commission on china (cecc) 
released a report stating that 
forced labor inside and outside 
of Xinjiang’s vocational educa-
tion and training centers is “sys-
tematic repression” of minority 
groups.

echoing the two reports, 
many US lawmakers and politi-
cians are pushing a bill in the 
last week to implement strin-
gent limits on imports from Xin-
jiang.

However, Global times re-
porters conducted a research 
into more than 70 companies, 

cooperatives and private work-
shops in Kashi, Hotan, Kizilsu 
Kirgiz Autonomous Prefecture 
and Aksu in southern Xinjiang 
and had conversations with 
many residents in the region to 
collect information on the cur-
rent employment situation. no 
evidence of forced labor has 
been found throughout the joint 
research project, and employ-
ees’ rights and interests have 
been protected in accordance 
with laws and regulations. 

the Global times had con-
tacted companies, including 
Foxconn, Apple and Volkswagen 
Group, which had been impli-
cated in “forced labor” reports 
by Western media. they denied 
forced labor practices occurring 
in their companies and Uyghur 
employees have expressed hope 
to extend their contracts. 

the Global times also found 
that the World Uyghur con-
gress, a US-backed regime 
change network seeking the fall 
of china, and its global offshoots 

have played a significant role in 
hyping the “forced labor” narra-
tive in the media. Members of 
these organizations have been 
busy lobbying US politicians to 
impose sanctions on china.

Rushan Abbas, head of the 
campaign for Uyghurs affiliated 
to the WUc who also worked 
for several US intelligence agen-
cies, disclosed on her twitter 
account that she participated in 
the panel of the ceec.

At a press conference on Mon-
day, eljan Anayti, spokesperson 
of the Xinjiang regional govern-
ment, rejected the report issued 
by ASPI as a smear campaign 
against Xinjiang and said the 
report was full of unfounded 
claims and fabricated stories.

eljan also noted that ASPI 
has long been receiving funds 
from the US government and 
US-based arms dealers, and it 
deliberately smears, vilifies and 
demonizes china for its inves-
tors’ benefits. 

Rumours of ‘forced labour’ in Xinjiang refuted

By Angus Mcneice

tHe health ministry in Mali recently 
corrected a media report that claimed 
the country only had one ventilator; a 
type of machine that has become es-
sential to health care systems during 
the cOVID-19 crisis.

the updated figure, however, did 
little to soothe concerns. Mali officials 
said there are 41 ventilators in public 
hospitals, and 15 of the devices in pri-
vate hospitals, across the nation of 19 
million people.

cOVID-19 has yet to truly take hold in 
Mali and much of sub-Saharan Africa, 
a region that accounts for less than 0.5 
percent of total cases. So far, around 
two thirds of all confirmed cases have 
occurred across the two largest econo-
mies in the world - the United States 
and china - and the five largest econo-
mies in europe, namely Germany, the 
United Kingdom, France, Italy, and 
Spain.

Having seen what a strain the virus 
has placed on these wealthy nations, it 
is sobering to consider what will occur 
if the disease takes a similar grip on 
the world’s poorest regions.

the World Health Organization 
warned that Africa could soon become 
the new epicenter for the pandemic, 
and a severe lack of ventilators is just 
one of the concerns many countries 
on the continent must contend with.

existing national debt among some 
of Africa’s poorest countries is being 

compounded by a dip in exports of 
commodities and raw materials, as 
major trading partners contend with 
the cOVID-19 pandemic. African tour-
ism, which accounts for 8.5 percent of 
the continent’s GDP, has ground to a 
halt.

emergency funding
ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed has asked leaders from the 
G20 group of major economies for 
US$150 billion in emergency funding 
to address this “existential threat to 
the economies of African countries”.

last week, finance ministers from 
the G20 announced plans to freeze an 
estimated US$12 billion in debt obliga-
tions for 76 of the world’s poorest na-
tions, with 40 sub-Saharan countries 
qualifying.

In addition, the International Mone-
tary Fund has announced it will cancel 
US$215 million of debt payments for 25 
countries during the next six months, 
due to the pandemic.

the aid and development charity 
Oxfam said the move by the G20 was 
an important first step, and called 
on private creditors and multilateral 
lenders to follow suit.

Poor countries owe huge sums to 
private banks and investors in new 
york and london, which should be 
pushed to cancel debts by enforce-
ment and not left to voluntary action, 
Oxfam said.

It also called for the cancelations of 
all debts due this year to international 

Africa faces stern virus test with hit in economy

tHe joint efforts made by 
chinese enterprises to combat 
cOVID-19 served as a powerful 
guarantee for the important 
phased success of china’s epi-
demic control, offering a strong 
support for chinese economy 
amid this major test and stabiliz-
ing confidence in china’s future 
development.

As a chinese saying goes, when 
difficulties arise in one place, 
aid will come from everywhere. 
Since the onset of the epidemic, 
chinese enterprises reacted with 
the fastest speed, with some mak-
ing generous donations, some 
maintaining effective operation 

for stable supplies, and some 
establishing new production lines 
to manufacture products in short 
supply.

the chairman of board Wang 
changshen of Sanqi Medical, a 
comprehensive manufacturing 
and export company for medical 
devices, immediately returned 
home from abroad after china 
was hit by cOVID-19 to inspect his 
enterprise’s production of masks 
and twice fainted. logistics and 
supply chain company Xinx-
ing cathay International Group 
shifted to protective suit produc-
tion, and reached daily output 
of 40,000 suits in just 20 days. 

Many enterprises vowed amid this 
public health emergency that they 
would produce what the country 
needs.

the past 40 years of reform and 
opening up witnessed not only 
the increasing sizes of chinese 
enterprises, but their growing 
sense of social responsibility. It is 
their solidarity and cooperation 
that guarantee china’s epidemic 
prevention and control.

china is a major manufacturer 
of the world, where multiple 
enterprises have completed 
cross-industry transfer to produce 
emergency supplies amid cOV-
ID-19 and received wide attention. 

For instance, ByD, a Shenzhen-
based company focusing on new 
energy vehicle production and 
electronic products, realized mass 
production of masks in just over 
a month after the epidemic broke 
out. At present, the enterprise is 
able to produce 5 million pieces 
of masks and 300,000 bottles of 
sanitizers each day. Foreign media 
noted that the “cross-industry” 
experience has been introduced 
to multiple countries, and some of 
them have called on their enter-
prises to produce medical devices 
such as ventilators. the epidemic 
is never able to defeat the out-
standing chinese enterprises. 

Manufacturing enterprises man-
aged to relieve the pressure on 
cost through smart production; 
the producer services industry 
timely upgraded their production 
lines; the consumer service sector 
moved businesses online and 
“shared” employees to expand 
their business by the internet.

chinese enterprises, not 
fearing any difficulty, are trying 
to advance the resumption of 
work while ensuring solid efforts 
on epidemic prevention. their 
morale, bravery and innovation 
formulated the strong resilience 
of the chinese economy, and will 
pave them a wider path in future 

development. chinese enterpris-
es possess a very important role 
in the global industrial chain. 

Shenzhen Kaifa technology 
co., ltd. under china electronic 
corporation adopted a series of 
emergency measures to unsure 
timely delivery of chip orders 
placed by foreign clients. It 
deployed employees to fetch the 
raw materials needed, instead 
of waiting for them, as well as 
adjusted working schedule and 
conducted training for employ-
ees. Such efforts guaranteed their 
production.

to ensure normal operation of 
the Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed 

Railway in Indonesia, constructors 
of the project from china Railway 
Group limited started construc-
tion, strengthening management 
and ensuring the safety of all em-
ployees. As a result, the tunnel no. 
5 of the project was holed through 
on March 12.

chinese enterprises, sparing no 
efforts to stabilize global supply 
chain and guarantee smooth 
progress of overseas projects, 
have won high reputation from 
their foreign clients and made 
contribution to the stability of the 
world economy.

  People’s Daily

Chinese enterprise inject power into global fight against Covid-19 pandemic

PRAGUE
RUSSIA’S embassy in the czech Re-

public has slammed as provocation 
czech media reports alleging that the 
recent hacker attack on medical institu-
tions in that country were allegedly en-
gineered by Russia.

“A number of czech media outlets 
cited unnamed sources in the czech se-
curity agencies to claim that Russia was 
allegedly behind the series of recent cy-
berattacks on medical establishments 
in the czech Republic,” the embassy 
said in a statement posted on its Face-
book account.

“this is nothing but yet another por-
tion of fake news. the Russian embassy 
wants to stress that the only goal of such 
publications is to create a hostile image 
of our country.”

the embassy noted that it is general 
practice of the local media to circulate 
ungrounded anti-Russian materials. 
“But capitalizing on the topic of our 
common disaster — the coronavirus epi-
demic, when people’s lives are at stake 
— goes beyond any possible moral and 
ethical frames. 

It is also alarming that the pretext for 
the current scandalous and revolting 
accusations against Russia comes from 
the czech authorities that are rushing 
to say that a “foreign state” might be be-
hind the cyberattacks in the country,” it 
wrote.

“We would like to warn against such 
irresponsible and filthy information at-
tacks on Russia, which smell like a prov-
ocation,” the embassy stressed, adding 
that all problems arising in the sphere 
of information and communications 
technologies should be settled within 
a professional expert dialogue and the 
Russian side has repeatedly called for 
such a dialogue.

“In this connection, we would like 
to recall Russia’s initiative to develop 
a universal convention on combating 
cybercrime that was approved by the 
majority of the United nations member 
countries in 2019. Regrettably, the czech 
Republic is not among them,” it added.

Embassy in Czech 
Republic refutes 
allegations about 
Russia’s involvement 
in cyberattacks

WORlD neWS

KABUL

BUIlt a century ago and lo-
cated in the western edge of Ka-
bul city, the Darul Aman Palace 
was formally turned into hospi-
tal on Saturday to treat patients 
infected with novel coronavirus 
in Afghanistan.

“the historic palace turned 
into an isolation facility with 
200-bed for the cOVID-19 in-
fected patients,” the country’s 
Public Health Minister Firozud-
din Feroz said in his opening re-
marks in the castle on Saturday. 

Badly damaged in conflicts 
and reconstructed in 2019, the 
european-style palacewas de-
signed to accommodate govern-
ment’s functionaries’ meetings 
and also serve as guest house 
for high ranking guests. 

But it would from now on 
accommodate quarantined pa-
tients affected until the country 
gets rid of the disease.

to contain the spread of cOV-
ID-19 in Afghanistan, the gov-
ernment has established scores 
of isolation centers and health 
clinics to provide services for 
the virus-affected patients. 

Welcoming the step as a suit-
able decision to fight cOVID-19 
in the militancy-battered coun-
try, a Kabul resident Abdul Wa-
doud said that the fast spread 
of virus in the country requires 
opening more isolation centers 
and more hospitals to check the 
disease. 

“the situation is critical and 
the virus is rapidly spreading 
across the country. All of us in-
cluding the government and the 
citizens should work together to 
overcome the killing virus,” Wa-
doud told Xinhua. 

“We the people should stay 
at home to avoid contact the vi-
rus and the government has to 
open more health facilities and 
essential medicines to combat 

the disease in the country,” said 
Wadoud.

expressing concerns over the 
spread of cOVID-19 in Afghani-
stan, spokesman for the Public 
Health Ministry Wahidullah Ma-
yar told Xinhua on Sunday that 
the number of patients infected 
with cOVID-19 has reached 993 
and could soon surpass 1,000 
if the people neglect the minis-
try’s advices or violate the regu-
lations imposed during quaran-
tine period. 

the government has imposed 
daytime curfew in cities includ-
ing Kabul since late March and 
extended for three more weeks 
last week, calling upon the citi-
zens to stay at home.

According to Mayar, 33 cOV-
ID-19-affected patients includ-
ing three doctors have died and 
131 others have recovered since 
the outbreak of the virus in mid 
February in Afghanistan. 

           Xinhua

Royal castle turns into hospital 
in Kabul for Covid-19 patients

at a combined US$300 billion in order 
to fight the virus.

“the scale of the economic crisis 
faced by developing countries re-
quires the IMF to go much further,” 
said Sarah-Jayne clifton, director of 
the Jubilee Debt campaign.”We need 
the cancellation of payments to be 
extended to a much bigger group of 
developing countries and to be for the 
next full year.”   Agencies

financial bodies, including the IMF 
and the World Bank.

“Far more needs to be done to rise to 
this moment of unprecedented need 
and save millions of lives,” said nadia 
Daar, head of Oxfam International.

“the G20 must not allow the sus-
pended debt payments to accrue into 
the future. they must cancel all the 
2020 debts of all the countries that are 
being hit by this economic tsunami, 

and all creditors must follow suit ur-
gently.”

 the Jubilee Debt coalition in UK 
said last week’s announcements by the 
G20 and the IMF amount to a “drop in 
the ocean” compared with the amount 
of debt cancellation that will be need-
ed this year and next among low-and 
middle-income countries. the organi-
zation estimates that these countries 
will require debt moratoriums valued 

WASHINGTON

tHe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank 
Group (WBG) have called on 
countries to keep trade open as 
the world battles the cOVID-19 
pandemic, warning that export 
controls on medical supplies and 
other essentials could backfire.

At a virtual press conference 
during the just-concluded spring 
meetings of the two multilateral 
institutions, IMF chief econo-
mist Gita Gopinath said that this 
is not a time to restrict the trade 
of medical supplies and essential 
equipment around the world. 

“It is very important that this 
does not become a future where 
we reverse all the gains that we’ve 
got from globalization,” said 

Gopinath (pictured), in response 
to a question from Xinhua. 

echoing her remarks, Ken-
neth Kang, deputy director of the 
Asia and Pacific Department at 
the IMF, told Xinhua in a recent 
written interview that countries 
should avoid trade restrictions on 
medical and health products to 
ensure that they go to where they 
are most needed.

 “countries with limited health 
care capacity and resources will 
need international aid to prepare 
for and weather the pandemic,” 
Kang said. “the health emergen-
cy is a powerful reminder of the 
need for policy coordination and 
solidarity in an interconnected 
world,” he said.

the IMF official said that coun-
tries should cooperate to reduce 

tariff and non-tariff barriers that 
impede cross-border trade and 
investment and to strengthen 
global supply chains as the recov-
ery takes hold. Zhang tao, depu-
ty managing director of the IMF, 
told Xinhua that he hoped these 
supply chains would work as best 
as they can to maximize global 
production and supply, which 
makes global collaboration “es-

sential.” “today more than ever, 
the global economy would ben-
efit from a more open, stable, and 
transparent, rules-based interna-
tional trade system,” Zhang said.

World Bank President David 
Malpass, meanwhile, said at a 
virtual press conference Friday 
that big countries need to step 
forward and pledge not to use the 
crisis as a reason to close or block 
the markets. 

“We should allow markets to 
function, markets to clear and 
the supplies to go to those most 
in need,” said Malpass, adding 
that china is exporting medical 
supplies to the rest of the world, 
which is “very welcome.” 

the IMF and World Bank’s ad-
vocacy for free trade came as pro-
tectionist sentiments are growing 

across the globe amid the pan-
demic. 

Some 46 export curbs on 
medical supplies have been intro-
duced by 54 governments since 
the beginning of the year, ac-
cording to a report published on 
March 23, by Global trade Alert, a 
trade policy monitoring initiative.

thirty-three of those export 
curbs have been announced 
since the beginning of March, 
“an indication of just how quickly 
new trade limits are spreading 
across the globe,” the report 
showed. 

Aaditya Mattoo, chief econo-
mist for east Asia and the Pacific 
Region at the World Bank, said it 
is a bit understandable for coun-
tries to impose export restric-
tions, but these actions are “al-

most always counterproductive.” 
“If each country imposes restric-
tions, then the global price in-
creases even more than it would 
have. And it can end up being a 
self-defeating policy,” Mattoo said 
at a recent press call, in response 
to a question from Xinhua.

the World Bank economist 
also noted that such measures 
would hit those countries who 
rely on these badly needed 
medical supplies, especially poor 
countries, which import a lot of 
drugs, ventilators and masks. 
Despite that, Jeffrey Sachs, a re-
nowned economics professor at 
columbia University, told Xinhua 
that he thinks there will be more 
protectionism in Western coun-
tries, both in the United States 
and the europe.           Xinhua

IMF, World Bank urge countries to keep trade open amid COVID-19 pandemic

We would like to 
warn against such 
irresponsible and filthy 
information attacks on 
Russia, which smell like 

A worker loads disaster-relief materials bound for Italy at Hangzhou Xiaoshan International Airport in Zhejiang province 
on Wednesday. The materials were donated by people from throughout the province. 
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By Dan Woike, LA Times

A LOOK at the Hall of Fame career of Michael 
Jordan:

Feb. 17, 1963: Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., to parents 
James Sr. and Deloris Jordan.

1979: Cut from the varsity team at Laney High in 
Wilmington N.C.

1981: After two varsity seasons, is selected a 
McDonald’s All-American and accepts a scholarship 
to University of North Carolina.

March 29, 1982: Makes game-winning shot in 
NCAA tournament final against Georgetown.

June 19, 1984: Selected No. 3 by the Chicago Bulls 
in the NBA draft after centers Hakeem Ojaluwon 
and Sam Bowie.

Aug. 10, 1984: Scores 20 points in gold-medal 
game in the L.A. Summer Olympics.

May 16, 1985: Selected rookie of the year after 
averaging 28.2 points, 6.5 rebounds and 5.9 assists.

Sept. 15, 1985: Air Jordan 1 basketball shoes 
released by Nike.

Oct. 29, 1985: Breaks his left foot in a game at the 
Golden State Warriors, misses the next 61 games 
before returning in time for end of season and 
playoffs.

April 20, 1986: Scores an NBA-record 63 points 
in a playoff game, a 135-131 overtime loss to Boston.

April 16, 1987: Scores 61 points in a loss to 
Atlanta, capping three-game stretch during which 
he averages 54.7 points. Wins first of 10 scoring 
titles.

Feb. 6, 1988: Defeats Dominique Wilkins in 
the NBA dunk contest in Chicago. It’s the second 
consecutive dunk contest win for Jordan. One night 
later, wins his first All-Star game MVP award.

May 25, 1988: Selected NBA most valuable 
player for first time, beating out Boston’s Larry Bird 
and the Lakers’ Magic Johnson.

May 7, 1989: Makes a game-winning jumper in a 
deciding Game 5 first-round playoff series against 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. It’s simply known as “the 
Shot.”

July 10, 1989: Days after firing Doug Collins, the 
Bulls hire Phil Jackson to be their fourth coach of 
the Jordan era.

June 5, 1991: Playing in his first NBA Finals, 
Jordan rises up in the paint to dunk, switching 
hands midair for an acrobatic layup against the 
Lakers. “The Move” helps propel the Bulls to their 
first NBA title.

June 3, 1992: Jordan makes six three-point shots 
in the first half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals against 
the Portland Trail Blazers, turning to the crowd and 
shrugging his shoulders. The Bulls win the series in 
six games.

Aug. 8, 1992: Jordan scores 22 points as the 
“Dream Team” wins gold at the Barcelona 
Olympics. On the medal stand, Jordan is draped in 
the American flag, covering the Reebok logo on his 
team-issued warmup jacket.

June 20, 1993: Jordan has 33 points, eight 
rebounds and seven assists, but it’s John Paxson 
who makes the game-winning three-pointer in the 
Bulls’ 99-98 win over the Phoenix Suns for title No. 
3. Jordan is Finals MVP for the third time in a row.

Aug. 3, 1993: After missing for three weeks, the 
body of Jordan’s father is found in a South Carolina 
creek, although positive identification comes 11 
days later. Daniel Green and Larry Demery are later 
charged and convicted of murder.

Oct. 6, 1993: In a room filled with coaches, 
teammates and NBA Commissioner David Stern, 
Jordan announces his retirement. He says there’s a 
possibility he could return.

Oct. 23, 1993: In federal court, Jordan testifies that 
a $53,000 check he wrote to James (Slim) Bouler 
was to cover gambling losses. He originally said the 

check was a loan for Bouler to open a driving range.
Feb. 7, 1994: Jordan signs a contract to play 

baseball for the Chicago White Sox. He plays for the 
double-A Birmingham Barons, hitting .202.

March 18, 1995: Jordan rejoins the Bulls with a 
two-word fax: “I’m back.”

March 28, 1995: Facing the Knicks in Madison 
Square Garden, Jordan, wearing No. 45, scores 
55 points before finding Bill Wennington for the 
game-winning jumper. It was the record for the 
most points scored by an opponent at the Garden 
— a record Kobe Bryant would break.

May 18, 1995: The Bulls are eliminated in the 
second round of the playoffs by Shaquille O’Neal 
and the Orlando Magic. It’s the first playoff series 
Jordan has lost since June, 3 1990.

April 21, 1996: Alongside Toni Kukoc, Scottie 
Pippen and newly acquired Dennis Rodman, the 
Bulls beat the Washington Bullets 103-93 to win 
their 72nd game of the season, an NBA record. 
Jordan is the league’s MVP.

June 16, 1996: The Bulls cap a postseason in 
which they lost only three times by beating the 
Seattle SuperSonics 87-75. Jordan wins his fourth 
Finals MVP.

July 13, 1996: Jordan signs a one-year deal worth 
$30 million, the biggest single-season contract in 
American team sports history.

Nov. 15, 1996: Space Jam, a movie starring Jordan 
alongside Bugs Bunny and the rest of the Looney 
Toons, is released. The movie grossed $230 million 
despite mixed reviews.

June 11, 1997: A physically depleted Jordan scores 
33 in Game 5 of the Finals in what will be known as 
“The Flu Game.”

June 13, 1997: Jordan and the Bulls win their fifth 
title, beating the Utah Jazz in six games. Jordan 
scores 39 in the clincher, winning another Finals 
MVP.

July 24, 1997: The Bulls sign Phil Jackson to a 
one-year deal worth $6 million, but management 
makes it clear that it will be his last season with the 
Bulls, setting the stage for “The Last Dance.”

June 14, 1998: Jordan scores 45, including a title-
winning jumper after he nudges Utah’s Byron 
Russell before burying an open shot. Chicago wins 
its sixth title and Jordan collects a sixth Finals MVP. 
It’s the last basket he’ll make for the Bulls.

Jan. 13, 1999: Saying he is mentally exhausted, 
Jordan retires from the NBA for a second time.

Jan. 19, 2000: Jordan becomes part owner and 
team president of the Washington Wizards. His 
tenure is defined by the decision to select center 
Kwame Brown out of high school with the No. 1 
overall pick in the 2001 NBA draft.

Sept. 25, 2001: Jordan comes out of retirement 
(again), this time suiting up for the Wizards. He 
averages 22.9 points in 60 games in his first season 
back.

April 16, 2003: Jordan plays in his last game in the 
NBA, scoring 15 points.

May 7, 2003: Wizards owner Abe Polin fires 
Jordan from his role as team president after three-
plus unsuccessful years.

June 15, 2006: Jordan purchases a minority stake 
in the Charlotte Bobcats from BET founder Robert 
Johnson, becoming the team’s “managing member 
of basketball operations.”

Sept. 11, 2009: Jordan is inducted into the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, 
delivering a scathing speech of the people who 
doubted him.

March 17, 2010: Jordan buys majority ownership 
of the Charlotte Bobcats, now known as the 
Hornets, for $275 million, becoming the first former 
NBA player to become a majority owner.

Michael Jordan: A timeline of the NBA legend 

 

        

By Correspondent Michael Eneza

EXPECTATIONS that the Covid-19 
lockdowns start being eased as the 
rate of infections dwindles and 
methods being administered to 
monitor exposure and risk of Covid-19 
infections on an all round basis, the 
stage is being set for a phased or 
muted return to the Premier League 
in England. The move, tentatively set 
for the second week of June, is likely 
to be taken up by other countries 
(within the UEFA context) and set to 
be role model in Africa and elsewhere. 
It is likely that pundits are already 
mapping out how it can be applied to 
Tanzania, and CECAFA members.

There are however significant 
differences between what is expected 
by a changed format to the league 
in England and all over Europe, and 
what can be done elsewhere, or 
chiefly in Africa and for Tanzania in 
particular. What is basically expected 
is to play league matches behind 
closed doors, where the most vital 
issue is a fair ending of the league 
run, not just taking the standings at 
the stoppage moment as final result.  
What makes this option possible is 
testing capacity, that players can be 
tested beforehand to ascertain that 
none of them is positive, in which case 
no touch or push is likely to cause 
harm or put another in such danger. 
Basically that is the situation.

The need for finishing up the league 
under any circumstance is vital from a 
commercial point of view as there is 
not just sponsorship cash but salaries 
for players, which can’t be denied on 
account of force majeure whereas 
they are tied to the clubs by contract. 
Another vital sphere is advertising, 
which is paid for all year round or 
some of it is introduced at an occasion 
and may already have been paid for, 
and clubs aren’t in a situation to return 
the money, or sponsors just to forgive 
them without trying alternatives like 
this. It makes plenty of sense to play 
that way so that viewers can have a 
sense of being in a stadium, though 
they will be just facing television.

But at the same time this testing 
method can be performed with 
viewers as well, for instance if one 
enters a bank branch in Dar es 
Salaam chances are that such person 
will be subjected to a rapid canning 
for temperature. Were it that such 
a person has coronavirus infection 
that is capable of being transmitted 
when such person breathes or 
emits whatever particle from mouth 
or nose, chances are that body 
temperature will also have been 
altered. Thus the moment such a 
situation is discerned it will lead to 
the person being directed to isolation 
facility for treatment.

Evidently it is possible to apply 
such a mechanism to enable token 
presence of individuals at stadia, 
but chances are that a different kind 
of solidarity could come up in such 
environments. Soccer fraternities 
tend to be like families, where 
neutrality - what one can describe as 
mental distancing – from one person 
to another is insufficiently expressed, 
in which case deliberate errors are 
likely when scanning for temperature 

signals. In that case authorities here 
and abroad are not likely to take 
chances, unless some other pervading 
argument comes up in due process.

The difference between playing 
without a crowd here and abroad 
is that the money that is expected 
from advertising is significant if not 
pervading as compared to tickets, 
while in our case tickets are really 
what brings in the money, outside 
sponsorship. In that context it is 
possible to see pressures for skipping 
seats and just having half the likely 
capacity – as at any rate stadia are not 
filled to capacity outside matches with 
one of the city rivals visiting upcountry, 
or when they meet themselves in one 
or other stadium in the city. The issue 
is whether this sort of arrangement 
is sufficient for precautionary 
conditions, or can just be backed up by 
wearing face masks, easily.

These issues can’t be decided 
beforehand but the problem is that 
people have to live, and in a situation 
where various sectors face a lockdown 
of sorts, asking that the government 
supplements all of us in our needs is 

sort of unrealistic. Even rich countries 
are having problems making ends 
meet, even for hospital equipment 
like ventilators used to help patients 
breathe, that governments and state 
governments in particular can’t find 
enough of them, or medicine. That 
is why testing is being taken up as 
an option to reduce exposure first 
among players and then among the 
fans, but enabling matches to be held, 
so everyone earns what they can. 
Entertainment, or life, is restored.

One parameter that is as yet unclear 
is whether other criteria that have 
been applied in some countries will 
be mandatory here as well, or not. 
For one thing, we closed schools and 
other public activities (except work 
and worship) a little earlier than most 
of Europe or Asia as by the time we 
had our first case the global outcry 
was already quite high. Still, if we 
have plenty of testing (temperature 
scanning) kits, we can smooth our 
Covid-19 administration without 
having passed through a withering 
lockdown as it has been the case in so 
many countries all around..

English Premier League sketches out completion 
of matches, we could also do that

Yanga winger, Bernard Morrison (R), shoots past Lipuli FC defender when the teams clashed in a Vodacom Premier League match, 
which took place Dar es Salaam recently. 

Beyoncé, Gaga offer hope at 
all-star event fighting Covid-19 

NEW YORK

 LADY Gaga, Stevie Wonder, Lizzo, 
Shawn Mendes and others sang classic 
songs brimmed with messages of 
hope and change during a TV special 
aimed at fighting the coronavirus, 
while Beyoncé and Alicia Keys spoke 
passionately about how the virus has 
disproportionately affected black 
Americans.

Beyoncé made a surprise 
appearance on Saturday’s TV special 
“One World: Together At Home,” 
thanking “delivery workers, mail 
carriers and sanitation employees” for 
their hard work during the pandemic.

“Black Americans 
disproportionately belong to these 
essential parts of the workforce that 
do not have the luxury of working 
from home. And African American 
communities at large have been 
severely affected in this crisis. Those 
with pre-existing conditions are at an 
even higher risk. This virus is killing 
black people at an alarmingly high 
rate here in America,” Beyoncé said.

African Americans account for 
more than one-third of COVID-19 
deaths in the United States where the 
race of victims has been made public. 
Data from states, cities and counties 
show black people are regularly 
overrepresented compared to their 
share of the population. 

“Please protect yourselves,” Beyoncé 
continued. “We are one family. We 
need you. We need your voices, your 
abilities and your strength all over this 
word. I know it’s very hard but please 
be patient, stay encouraged, keep the 
faith, stay positive and continue to 
pray for our heroes.”

An Associated Press analysis, based 
on data through Thursday, found 
that of the more than 21,500 victims 
whose demographic data was known 
and disclosed by officials, more than 
6,350 were black, a rate of nearly 30%. 
African Americans account for 14.2% 
of the 241 million people who live in 
the areas covered by the analysis. 
The nation had recorded more than 
33,000 deaths as of Thursday.

Keys presented similar data when 

she spoke during the special, ending 
with: “Keep your frequency high and 
I’m sending you all my love.”

Gaga, who curated the all-star TV 
event, kicked off it off by urging people 
weathering the coronavirus pandemic 
to find a way to smile through the pain 
with a performance of Nat King Cole’s 
version of the song “Smile.”

She performed during the second 
part of an eight-hour event supporting 
the World Health Organization 
alongside advocacy organization 
Global Citizen.

“I care so much about the medical 
workers that are putting their lives at 
risk for us,” Gaga said.

Wonder performed “Lean On Me” 
by Bill Withers — who died on March 
30 — while playing piano. He told 
viewers: “During hardships like this we 
have to lean on each other for help.” 
John Legend and Sam Smith, each 
from their own homes, duetted on 
“Stand by Me”; Lizzo sang “A Change 
Is Gonna Come” with passion; and 
Shawn Mendes and Camila Cabello, 
sitting together, performed “What a 

Wonderful World.” 
Paul McCartney sang the Beatles’ 

“Lady Madonna” and talked about 
the work his mother did as a nurse. 
The members of the Rolling Stones — 
from four different locations — joined 
forces to perform “You Can’t Always 
Get What You Want.” And Taylor Swift 
sang “Soon You’ll Get Better” while 
playing piano.

Former first ladies Michelle Obama 
and Laura Bush, Oprah Winfrey, Bill 
and Melinda Gates, Ellen DeGeneres, 
Pharrell Williams, Kerry Washington, 
Lupita Nyong’o and Henry Golding 
offered positive words while photos 
of health care workers and everyday 
people were shown on the screen. 
Reggaeton star J Balvin even offered 
tips on handwashing, while doctors 
and other medical workers spoke 
about social distancing and relief 
efforts.

“One World: Together At Home” 
featured stars appearing in intimate 
settings, beamed virtually to the 
world. It aired simultaneously on ABC, 
NBC, CBS, iHeartMedia and Bell Media 

networks and was hosted by Stephen 
Colbert, Jimmy Fallon and Jimmy 
Kimmel. 

Colbert told viewers to “take out 
their wallets and put them away.” 
Kimmel added that over $50 million 
had already been raised to help those 
during the worldly crisis. At the event’s 
end, organizers announced that the 
total amount raised was nearly $128 
million.

Performers included Billie Eilish 
and her producer-brother Finneas, 
Elton John, Jennifer Lopez, Green 
Day’s Billie Joe Armstrong, Kacey 
Musgraves, Maluma and Keith 
Urban. Gaga, Legend, Celine Dion, 
Andrea Bocelli and Lang Lang closed 
the special with a collaborative 
performance of “The Prayer.”

Earlier in the day, a six-hour 
streaming event featuring Andra 
Day, Niall Horan, Kesha, Jack Black, 
Matthew McConaughey, Heidi Klum 
and Jason Segel aired on digital 
platforms as part of the “One World: 
Together At Home” event.

   AP

Michael Jordan leaps in the air to celebrate making a playoff series-winning shot for the Bulls over Craig 
Ehlo of the Cavaliers on May 7, 1989.  ( Agencies)

Beyonce      Stevie Wonder  Lady Gaga
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BERLIN

A GerMAn lower-league soc-
cer club raised more than €70,000 
($76,000) on Saturday to help stay 
afloat during lockdown by playing 
a virtual match against “FC Corona 
Covid-19.”

BFC Dynamo needed a late win-
ner to beat “FC Corona Covid-19” 4-3 
in a match played out on FIFA 20. 
they mounted a stirring comeback 
from being 3-1 down with just half 
an hour played after conceding two 
early goals from “Artur Viral” and 
another from “Quarantinho.”

Berlin-based BFC Dynamo cre-
ated a whole virtual matchday for 
their fans and “sold out” one of their 
former grounds, the Stadion der 
weltjugend, in the German capital. 
the money raised will help the club 
-- a regional fourth-tier club that was 
the record champion of east Ger-
many (GDr) before reunification 
in 1989 -- through the difficult time 
without any matchday revenue.

the match was broadcast live to 
over 4,000 following the coverage 
on Youtube after fans had bought 
virtual tickets priced between €1 
and €50 as well as beers, bratwursts 
and schnapps to “bring to the sta-
dium,” which in reality was demol-
ished in 1992.

the stadium, which once held 
70,000 people, was torn down to 
make way for a new arena as part of 
Berlin’s unsuccessful bid to host the 
2000 Summer olympic Games.

“we are playing at the Stadion 
der weltjugend because you never 
know with people,” the club told 
eSpn earlier this week, addressing 
concerns that supporters would 
congregate at their current Frie-
drich-Ludwig-Jahn-Sportpark home 
if they made that the virtual venue. 
“we want to make it absolutely clear 
that it’s a virtual match.”

BFC Dynamo were the record 
champions of east Germany, win-
ning 10 consecutive titles from 1979 
to 1988. the club was backed by 
erich Mielke, the head of the east 
German Ministry for State Secu-
rity (more commonly known as the 
“Stasi”), and the team were known 
for their knack of scoring goals and 
having crucial refereeing decisions 
go their way late in matches.

“Just like in the old days, BFC wins 
in stoppage time,” local tabloid Ber-
liner Kurier headlined following the 
win against FC Corona Covid-19, “the 
most hated team on the planet.”

next month another former GDr 
great, Lok Leipzig, will play the “In-
visible opponent” in front of what 
they hope will surpass the record 
attendance for a live football match 
in europe.

Having already sold over 130,000 
tickets for €1 each, they now have 
in their sights set on the record set 
on April 17, 1937, at Hampden park, 
when Scotland hosted england in 
front of 147,000 paying supporters.

  (Agencies)

Berlin club beats ‘FC Corona Covid-19’ 
in virtual match to raise funds for team

premier League’s transfer 
market bubble set to burst 

LONDON

tHe financial squeeze put on 
premier League clubs by the 
coronavirus crisis could be felt 
across the continent in the com-
ing months as the well to fund 
massive transfer fees runs dry.

For each of the past four sum-
mers, premier League clubs 
have flexed their financial mus-
cle to splurge over £1 billion 
($1.3 billion) on transfers.

that has helped spread the 
wealth of television contracts 
worth billions across europe 
and crucially down the divi-
sions to cash-strapped clubs in 
england.

now even the world’s richest 
league is facing economic melt-
down.

premier League matches have 
been suspended indefinitely 
with no return expected before 
mid-June at the earliest.

Broadcasters could be due a 
rebate worth a reported £762 
million if the season is not 
completed and, even when the 
games do recommence, they are 
likely to be behind closed doors, 
quashing income from gate re-
ceipts.

Moreover, a number of major 
sponsors such as airlines and 
gambling companies have been 
just as badly hit by the CoVID-19 
shutdown, which is expected to 
lead to a curb on commercial 
revenue.

rather than the usual arms 
race for talent, premier League 
clubs are fretting about just 
meeting their wage bills for the 
next few months.

“Many clubs could be threat-
ened by insolvency and trans-
fer plans came to a standstill 
for most clubs because of the 
many uncertainties,” said Mat-
thias Seidel, founder of trans-
fermarkt, a website specialising 
in transfer values.

According to transfermarkt, 
1.8 billion euros ($2 billion) has 
already been wiped off the val-
ue of premier League squads.

“there’s no doubt the actual 
value of players right now has 
gone down in all squads,” said 
Brighton owner tony Bloom.

“How much less, I have no 
idea. It depends on how the next 
few months play out.”

- ‘Vultures and predators’ -
Such uncertainty has led for 

calls to do away with transfers 
entirely to avoid the unseemly 
sight of clubs, who have asked 
staff to take pay cuts and in 
some cases relied on govern-

ment money, spending money 
on new players.

“If you’re trying to get 30 per-
cent pay cuts from existing play-
ers, you may have to put a trans-
fer embargo in place,” former 
Manchester United captain Gary 
neville told Sky Sports.

However, embargoes may only 
accelerate fears that clubs lower 
down the pyramid will not sur-
vive the crisis.

proceeds from transfer sales 
are commonly used in the lower 
leagues to cover running costs 
and will be needed even more 
without the regular income of 
gate receipts to rely on.

“I think there will be signifi-
cant transfer fee deflation,” 
football finance expert Kieran 
Maguire told AFp.

“there will be a significant 
number of clubs that when some 
form of transfer market returns, 
they will be close to going out of 
business and therefore will ac-
cept fire sale prices.

“the vultures and predators 
will pick off good players for 
very modest fees.”

the fear for those reliant on 
transfer fees, though, is that the 
damage has already been done.

Given the vast sums involved, 
transfer fees are very commonly 
paid over the course of a play-
er’s contract.

Based on accounts published 
to the end of the 2018/19 season, 
premier League clubs owed £1.6 
billion in outstanding transfer 
payments, £900 million of which 
was to foreign clubs.

Maguire warns of the domino 
effect whereby if one club fails 
to meet its transfer debt, it could 
spark a series of defaulted pay-
ments on other deals or even 
worse force clubs into insolven-
cy.

“the concern is that financial 
problems in one league could 
spread throughout the industry 
just like the pandemic,” he said.

Bundesliga chief executive 
Christian Seifert told the new 
York times earlier this month 
that the transfer market will “col-
lapse” and that “some leagues 
will understand that money is 
nothing that is coming automati-
cally every month from heaven.”

that may have been a slight on 
the premier League’s overindul-
gence on transfer fees.

But as the biggest spender, 
the economic earthquake felt 
by english football will ripple 
across europe for some time to 
come.

                   AFP

PARIS

FootBALL leagues across europe have been sus-
pended since mid-March due to the coronavirus pan-
demic which has claimed over 100,000 lives through-
out the continent.

Lockdown restrictions are in effect worldwide al-
though some countries are cautiously beginning to 
ease stay-at-home orders.

AFp Sport looks at what we know about possible re-
start plans for europe’s top leagues:

ENGLAND
the premier League said that wrapping up the re-

maining 92 fixtures remains their goal, but the ongo-
ing CoVID-19 crisis means no fixed schedule can be 
drawn up yet.

with most clubs having nine games left, it was re-
ported that Friday’s meeting of the 20 clubs discussed 
finishing the season in a 40-day window.

there have been claims that clubs were told domes-
tic seasons must end by July 31 and the 2020-21 cam-
paign must start by the first week of September at the 
latest.

the UK’s lockdown is in place until May 7 at the ear-
liest.

there is a general acceptance among clubs that 
matches will be played behind closed doors if the 
competition can resume, with restrictions on mass 
gatherings likely to remain in force for the foreseeable 
future.

A premier League statement said a number of com-
plex scenarios were being worked through, with fears 
that failure to finish the season could cost it more than 
£1 billion ($1.2 billion).

SPAIN
La Liga chief Javier tebas last week said play could 

restart as early as next month, although a two-week 
extension of the nationwide lockdown until May 9 an-
nounced Saturday appears to have scuppered those 
plans.

tebas said no team training could take place until 
after the state of emergency ends in Spain, but he was 
adamant “it is not an option” to cancel the season giv-
en the massive hit to revenue Spain’s top clubs would 
have to absorb. He estimated cancellation would cost 
teams around a billion euros ($1.08 billion).

May 28-29, June 6-7 and June 28-29 were the three 
dates tebas cited for a potential return to competition.

Fixtures are expected to be held behind closed 

League-by-league guide to European 
football’s coronavirus shutdown 

Brazil’s 1982 ‘specialists in losing’ now serving as an inspiration
By Tim Vickery, ESPN South America correspondent 

In this long, dry time without live football, it is 
only natural that, choosing old matches to rerun, 
countries look for a “happy space” -- a time of tri-
umph and joy.

Brazil has already sat down to watch the final of 
the 2002 world Cup. It is currently enjoying the 
entire campaign from 1970 and is going as far as to 
dredge up Confederations Cup finals of the past. 
All of them, of course, are times when Brazil won 
the trophy.

But the nation has also watched the five games 
of Brazil’s 1982 campaign, a world Cup in which 
Brazil did not even reach the semifinals. But of all 
the unsuccessful tournaments, this one stands out 
as the most glorious failure. the football played 
that year by Zico, Socrates, eder, Falcao, Cerezo, 
Junior and company continues to enthrall -- and 
also to inspire debate.

Brazil’s 1982 side is one of the sport’s most em-
phatic examples to back up the case made by wil-
liam Faulkner.

“the past,” wrote the great American author in 
1951, “is not dead. It’s not even past.”

Arguments swirling around Brazil’s 1982 team 
get right to the heart of the big questions about 
the nation’s football identity; are they the win-
ners? or are they the stylists? And does it have to 
be an either/or question?

with some difficulty, Brazil got past the Soviet 
Union in 1982 before seeing off Scotland, new 
Zealand and Argentina. But then, in one of the all-
time-great world Cup games, they went down 3-2 
to eventual champions Italy.

the team was far from perfect. Valdir peres was 
not a great goalkeeper, and while full-backs Lean-
dro and Junior were fine players, they had defen-
sive vulnerabilities which were well exploited by 
the Italians. Centre-forward Serginho was a bad 
choice for the side, a blunderbuss figure without 
the technique to combine with those behind him.

But what a midfield! true, they had a left-sided 
bias -- eder played wide on that flank, without a 
natural figure to cover the other wing. But Falcao 
and Cerezo in central midfield really made the 
ball sing, setting up the play for Zico and Socrates 
to work their magic. Seldom in the history of the 
game has a team moved the ball with greater flu-
ency.

Former Liverpool and Scotland stalwart Grae-
me Souness was recently asked to select the 11 
most difficult opponents he faced in his career. He 
found it an easy task. He just named, one to 11, the 
Brazil team that battered Scotland 4-1 in Seville 
back in 1982. But the problem was that they did 
not batter their way to the title. Four years later, 
still under coach tele Santana, some of the class of 
‘82 had another go in the Mexico world Cup -- and 
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Juventus beat Inter Milan 2-0 behind closed doors on March 8 (AFP Photo)

and if health authorities give the go-ahead, 
the Bundesliga could be the first top eu-
ropean league to resume. But a debate is 
raging as to whether there will be enough 
testing available for the coronavirus to keep 
players safe.

Large-scale public events have been 
banned in Germany until August 31, but one 
proposal is for games to be played behind 
closed doors without spectators, with clubs 
testing their players, coaches and backroom 
staff every three to four days.

only those players or staff who test posi-
tive for the coronavirus would be quaran-
tined -- not entire teams -- with the league 
hoping the season can be completed by 
June 30.

the date is important as it would secure 
around 300 million euros ($326 million) 
from television deals alone, which could re-
portedly save some clubs from insolvency.

   AFP

doors initially, with some clubs facing the 
prospect of playing away from their own 
grounds due to scheduled building work.

the Spanish Football Federation (rFeF) 
has proposed using the current standings to 
decide which teams qualify for europe if the 
season is scrapped. La Liga and UeFA have 
not given their approval to the plan.

ITALY
the Italian Football Federation (FIGC) 

said club matches could resume “in late 
May, early June”, saying those advocating 
cancellation of the season “do not like foot-
ball, or Italians”.

the president of the FIGC, Gabriele Gravi-
na, said it would take three weeks to prepare 
after the end of the coronavirus lockdown in 
the country, currently scheduled for May 4.

“there will be a monitoring period to 
guarantee that all those taking part are free 
of the virus. If they are all negative, there is 

no problem of distancing or contagion,” 
said Gravina.

However, the head of infectious diseases 
at Italy’s national Institute of Health has 
warned against restarting the league next 
month.

According to the Italian media, Brescia 
and torino are the last two clubs to openly 
oppose the resumption of the league.

twelve rounds of matches remain with 
another eight postponed games to be played 
as well, leaving the prospect of finishing the 
season in late July.

GERMANY
the German Football League (DFL) will 

hold a video conference on April 23 with the 
36 clubs in the top two divisions to discuss 
whether matches can resume in early May, 
albeit without fans.

players have returned to training while 
adhering to social distancing guidelines, 

fell again at the quarterfinals stage.
Dunga, who played three world Cups for 

Brazil in the 1990s and coached the team 
in South Africa 2010, once dismissed the 
class of ‘82 as “specialists in losing.” now, 
though, they are back in fashion. Cur-
rent national team boss tite continually 
holds the 1982 side up as a reference. the 
change in perspective is not hard to un-
derstand.

the long-term reaction to the prema-
ture elimination of 1982 was to double 
down on pragmatism. Brazil’s physical 
preparation specialists -- always an im-
portant voice in the camp -- stressed the 
evolution of the game. In the mid-1970s, 
players were covering an average of 
5,000 metres per match. In 20 years, that 
figure had doubled. It was, Brazil con-
cluded, no longer possible to work those 

joyful midfield triangles and be success-
ful. Less space meant more physical 
contact. Central midfield had to be shut 
down with specialist destroyers, and the 
game would be won with fast breaks, es-
pecially down the flanks.

A separation entered the local mind 
between winning and the traditional idea 
of playing well. Brazil recovered to reach 
three world Cup finals in a row -- win-
ning the trophy in 1994 and 2002 -- but 
it never felt quite the same. And if the 
world’s press, somewhat disappointed 
with the spectacle, asked the players why 
they had not put on more of a show, they 
usually got the same answer: 

As far as we are concerned, winning is 
the show.

pragmatic football, though, loses its 
charm if it stops being successful. Brazil 

had all the attacking stars but little midfield 
fluency in 2006, bowed out of South Af-
rica 2010 unloved and ran into disaster on 
home ground in 2014. Youth titles started 
to evade them. And meanwhile, something 
dramatic had taken place in Barcelona.

pep Guardiola took over the Catalan gi-
ants and built a gorgeously eye-pleasing 
team around the talents of Xavi and An-
dres Iniesta.

According to the Brazilian playbook, 
this should not have been possible. Bar-
celona were physically small and played 
a possession-based game -- everything 
Brazil had decided was obsolete. And 
yet, they kept winning -- while putting 
on a show that gripped the planet on a 
weekly basis.

In the final of the 2011 Club world Cup, 
Guardiola’s team brushed aside Santos of 
Brazil with embarrassing ease. the 4-0 
rout came as a huge surprise to Brazil-
ians. After the game, Guardiola stuck in 
the stiletto: His side, he said, treated the 
ball the way that, according to his grand-
father, Brazil used to do.

Searching for weapons to fight back, 
Brazilian football started to put a higher 
value on the class of 1982. no, they had 
not won the world Cup. But joyful and 
artistic, like a group of men enjoying the 
best aspects of a collective childhood, 
they had seduced the planet with their 
beauty. perhaps with a bit more luck, 
they might have won the trophy -- after 
all, Hungary of 1954 and Holland of 1974 
are considered great teams, and both 
of them fell short. Maybe the 1982 side 
could serve as a muse of inspiration?

   (Agencies)

Brazil legend Zico and Claudio Gentile of Italy mark each other during the 1982 World Cup. Italy 
would go on to win the match 3-2. (Agencies)
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona  

TANZANIANS have been challenged to appreciate 
creativity and innovation for the country to develop.

Rashid Chenja, the SBC Tanzania official, issued 
the comments at the launch of the company’s new 
brand, known as Pepsi Max, in Dar es Salaam recent-
ly.

He said all nations which have prospered invest in 
innovation and creativity.

The launch was done online as a means to avoid 
the spread of the Covid-19.

“Be it in sports, arts, business and all aspects of 
life, creativity and innovation are extremely vital, 
we must invest a lot in creativity, nations which have 
prospered invest in innovation and creativity,” he 
said.

He also asked the youths in the country to use cre-
ativity to realize their dreams in life.

Chenja further said they are delighted to have 
come up with the new brand and

promised that his company will continue coming 
up with new brands which are good for all Tanzani-
ans.

The company also launched a campaign, known as 
‘Ishi Mpaka Max’, which is aimed at honouring indi-
viduals who use creativity to realize their dreams in 
all aspects of life be it sports, arts and others.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

TAIFA Stars defender Gadiel Michael 
has revealed why he opted for a transfer 
to Simba SC from rivals Young Africans 
(Yanga) while he had other options. 

Simba, popularly known as‘Msimbazi 
Reds’, landed the left full back from 
their rivals, despite the former Azam FC 
man being poised to renew his contract 
with Yanga who were coming off a dis-
appointing 2018/19 campaign. 

Yanga were under pressure to end 
their three-year trophy drought this 
season and Michael was regarded as 
one of the key players they had to retain 
in order to fight for the league title. 

It was reported numerous times 
Yanga had tabled a good offer to retain 
Michael’s services but in the end he de-
clined only to cross the divide two days 
before the transfer deadline.

When asked about the factors that 
swayed his decision to join Msimbazi 
Reds, Michael mentioned Simba’s very 
good offer and his quest to win titles. 

‘’I considered a lot of things – my ca-
reer but in the end I chose Simba for all 
the right reasons.The most important 
thing is that they brought on the table a 
very good offer,” he said.

“Simba have been at the top for close 
to three years, they have invested heav-
ily in their team. They performed well 
in the international scene. I thought 
they offered a better platform for me to 
advance my career,” he noted. 

“ It is a fact that the further a team 
progresses in the international scene 
the better it is for a player’s career, I had 
to come here,” he added in a live ques-
tion and answer interaction with the 
club’s fans on Sunday.

The Tanzania international is report-
ed to be one of the highest local earners 
while his competitor and Simba fans’ 
favourite, Mohamed Hussein, remains 
the outfit’s first choice at left full-back. 

Consequently Michael who had been 
the preferred Taifa Stars full back in 
the last three years has lost his national 
team place as he struggles for game 
time at Simba this season. 

While there have been rumours of 
the player moving elsewhere, he still 
has one more year to serve after pen-
ning a two-year deal last year and Simba 
would not let him on the cheap.

League-by-league guide to European 
football’s coronavirus shutdown 

Comprehensive report, page 19

Moshi tennis club targets to 
improve junior players’ fitness

Tanzanians urged 
to uphold creativity 

Player reveals 
why he joined 
Simba SC     

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 
 
KILIMANJARO’s Rafiki Founda-

tion tennis outfit has disclosed it 
is closely monitoring the outfit’s 
players at a time all sporting ac-
tivities in Tanzania have been sus-
pended due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

The outfit’s head coach, Charles 
Laizer, said he is using social me-
dia platforms to monitor progress 
of his players who are indoors due 

Junior tennis coach, Charles Laizer (r), pictured with members of moshi-based rafiki Foundation outfit after they had participated in a competition in 
arusha.

       

It is a fact that the further a team 
progresses in the international 
scene the better it is for a player’s 
career, I had to come here

simba defender, gadiel michael

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

to the pandemic.
Rafiki Foundation, which is situated in 

Machame, is the hub of tennis develop-
ment program in the country as it has 
groomed seven junior players that are now 
turning out for the national team.

The players are Eunice Ali, Irene Munisi 
, Naitoti Singo, Natasha Singo, Emmanuel 
Lema, Rachael Swai and Hilal Ndosi   

Coach Laizer said he is confident that 
his players will be in their shape when the 
government lifts the suspension of sports 
activities.

“ I do communicate with my players, 

three to four days a week, I’m giving them 
instructions through social media plat-
forms,’’ he noted.

‘’The aim is to keep them fit and main-
tain their shape during this period when 
all sporting activities are suspended,” he 
said.

Natasha Singo is the champion of the just 
ended Uganda Open tournament which 
was held in Kampala.

The tournament was used as a qualifying 
competition for the Africa Junior Champi-
onships (AJC) which will be held in Moroc-
co later this year.

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

EXPERTS have revealed cycling boosts brain power 
and body fitness.

Morogoro-based pharmacist, Hassan Abubakar, dis-
closed at a racing tournament that took place in the 
region recently that biking outdoors benefits a person 
tremendously.

The event, known as ‘Uluguru Cycling race’, targeted 
to back efforts by the government to fight Coronavirus 
disease.

The event further targeted to motivate people to up-
hold fitness training in an effort to do away with non-
communicable diseases.

“Bikers have to play an active role in seeing to it people 
value fitness training, they should also protect their bod-
ies against bowel cancer and covid-19, which attacks a 
weak body,’’ he disclosed.

He disclosed outdoor cycling race is much more im-
portant than using indoor cycling bikes.

He insisted a person who cycles outdoors breathes 
fresh air, whereas the one who uses indoor cycling bikes 
at gyms has to settle for air condition.

“A healthy body needs fresh air. Breathing fresh air 
helps riders exercise for a long time,’’ he added.

He disclosed bicycles’ types contribute to a good per-
formance and body relaxation.

A road bicycle which has dropped handle bars, ac-
cording to him, is useful because it helps a biker smooth-
ly push pedals on either hills or flat surfaces.

“Geared bike is also useful because it is harmful for a 
person to start biking strongly, the bicycle allows a biker 
to relax while he or she is on the way,’’ he advised. 

Cycling improves body fitness- experts    
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