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Stakeholders join hands in COVID-19 fight
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LONDON

ONE of the world’s leading experts 
on the new coronavirus has said there 
is no guarantee that a vaccine will be 
successfully developed, implying that the 
threat is going to loom “for the foreseeable 
future.”

“You don’t necessarily develop a vaccine 
that is safe and effective against every 
virus,” Britain’s David Nabarro, a professor 
of global health at London’s Imperial 
College, and a World Health Organisation 
envoy on COVID-19, said here on Saturday.

“Some viruses are very, very difficult 
when it comes to vaccine development — 
so for the foreseeable future, we are going 

to have to find ways to go about our lives 
with this virus as a constant threat,” added 
Nabarro.

“That means isolating those who 
show signs of the disease and also their 
contacts,” he said. “Older people will 
have to be protected. In addition hospital 
capacity for dealing with cases will have 
to be ensured. That is going to be the new 
normal for us all.”

Over 60 potential vaccine candidates 
and treatments for coronavirus are being 
developed in labs around the world, most 
in pre-clinical stages.

US pharmaceutical Moderna began 
clinical trials last month, and Oxford 
University scientists are to commence 
human trials this week. Another group 

‘No guarantee 
world can find 
vaccine usable 
on coronavirus’
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NEC to move into new building

By Guardian Reporter

FORMAL government guidelines on proper 
use of face masks have been set out after chaotic 
orders and tailoring spree as people  rushed to 
obtain inhibitors of Covid-19 infections.

 Dr Faustine Ndugulile, the Deputy Minister 
for Health, Community Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children, told the National 
Assembly in Dodoma that surgical masks are 
the most effective in preventing infections, not 
those made of simple clothing.

He said surgical masks, known technically 
as N95 respirator types should only be used by 
health workers taking care of Covid-19 patients.

“The surgical masks should be worn by 
people in public places for four and six hours 
and disposed of as they are not meant for re-
use,” he said in a parliamentary written down 
answer.

As for cloth masks, Ndugulile said they are 
not as effective as N95 respirator and surgical 
masks but can still be used “to reduce the 
possibility of transmission” in public and work 
places.

“The cloth must be made of cotton and the 
mask should have more than two layers. One 
person should have at least two masks to allow 
for washing and ironing of the same,” he said.

Earlier, the parliamentary shadow Minister 
for Health, Cecilia Paresso issued a statement 
calling for clear guidance, saying wearing any 
mask made of anything as some people had 
started doing was likely to expose more people 
to Covid-19 than protect them.

“Reports by competent international health 
Biharamulo district commissioner Sada Malunde (R) receives a consignment of desks and corrugated iron roofing sheets from NMB Bank Plc’s 
acting Lake Victoria Zone manager Amon Mubusi at the weekend on behalf of three schools in the district. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Over 60 potential 
vaccine candidates 
and treatments for 
coronavirus are being 
developed in labs 
around the world, most 
in pre-clinical stages 

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR yesterday announced the 
confirmation of 23 new Covid-19 cases in the Isles 
and two deaths that occurred at home.

Health Minister Hamad Rashid Mohamed 
said in a brief statement that the total number 
of confirmed cases in the islands now stands at 
58 and three fatalities, with two new cases being 
registered in Pemba.

Out of the 23 new cases, 21 are Tanzanian 
nationals while two are foreigners who are 
residents of Zanzibar,” he said.

The two foreigners who have contracted the 
disease in the Isles are citizens of France and Cuba.

“I call upon Zanzibaris and foreigners living turn to PAGE 2

Govt all out to revive, directly 
export horticultural produce

here to take precautionary measures against 
coronavirus. The most important is to avoid 
unnecessary movements and gatherings,” said 
the minister.

Mohamed however, did not divulge further 
details about the two patients who succumbed to 
the highly contagious disease at home and what 
was being done to contain further spread in their 
neighbourhoods.

The country’s tally has now reached 171 cases 
when the 23 Zanzibar cases are added to the total 
148 registered countrywide by last Friday.

Ummy Mwalimu, the minister for Health, 
Community Development, Gender, Elderly 
and Children, said on Friday that patients on 

Ministry clarifies on 
Covid-19 face masks 
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By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

A STRATEGY to revive the country’s 
horticultural industry with direct export of 
flowers, fruits and spices produced in the country 
will soon be unveiled.

It seeks to change the current situation whereby 
most horticultural produce from Kilimanjaro 
and Arusha regions is sent abroad via Kenya 
and counted as belonging to the neighbouring 
country.

 Agriculture minister Japhet Hasunga said 
here at the weekend that in the strategy, the 
government will review various levies to attract 
cargo services of international airlines to land at 
the Kilimanjaro International Airport (KIA), the 
Julius Nyerere International Airport, along with 
Songwe and Mwanza airports.

Hasunga spoke when he joined with various 
private institutions in viewing products of the 
Tanzania Horticultural Association (TAHA) at KIA, 

turn to PAGE 2

Z’bar: 23 new Covid-19 cases, 
while two patients die at home
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Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age who have 
serious underlying medical conditions may be 
at higher risk for more serious complications 
from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3

SHARE FACTS ABOUT COVID-19

cdc.gov/COVID-19

HARD TIMES, BUT LIFE MUST GO ON

Inside – Special Focus:

The Dr Reginald 
Abraham Mengi 
legacy: Celebrating 
the life of a Tanzanian 
philanthropist and 
environmentalist. - 
Page 3.
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bodies say the only masks that can 
effectively prevent the spread of Covi-19 
are N95 respirator and surgical masks. 
But the availability and affordability of 
these masks in the country has become 
a big challenge,” she said.

Due to obvious challenges in access 
and affordability of N95 respirator and 
surgical masks, the government must 
come up with a home-made solution 
stipulating the right materials for 

manufacturing the protective and local 
garment factories allowed to embark 
on mass production.

“The government should also 
provide awareness on proper use of 
face masks through mass media so as 
to effectively protect the people from 
contracting the virus,” she said.

She also appealed to the government 
to ensure that respiratory protective 
devices and surgical masks are made 
available to health workers as they are 
on the frontline against Covid-19.

Dar es Salaam Regional 
Commissioner Paul Makonda, 
administering the most affected region, 
announced on Saturday that beginning 
Monday everybody setting foot in 
public places must wear a face mask of 
any type, made of anything including 
plain cloth.

But World Health Organisation 
(WHO) advisories affirm that healthy 
only people need to wear a mask if 
they are taking care of a person with 
suspected Covid-19 infection.

It also recommends wearing of 
mask for those who have symptoms 
of the disease, as they may cough or 
sneeze. WHO further maintains that 
masks are effective only when used 
in combination with other preventive 
measures such as frequent hand-
cleaning with alcohol-based hand rub 
or soap and water.

 “If you wear a mask, then you must 
know how to use it and dispose of it 
properly,” cautions WHO in a published 
advisory.                             

the second horticultural consignment 
destined for European markets.

“There is a long time problem 
faced by Tanzania’s business people 
especially producers of horticultural 
products in the export of their products 
through Kenya. It is a problem that is 
now being eased after TAHA chartered 
a cargo plane to airlift the products,” he 
said.

“The harm was that some of our 
products were treated as originating 
in Kenya, while they originate in 
Tanzania. Therefore we have made 

these efforts to ensure we have a plane 
that flies direct, pick the products and 
directly fly back to Europe.

“This is the first time we are directly 
accessing the European market. 
An Ethiopian Airways plane will be 
coming at least three times per week 
to airlift our products to Europe. This 
is a great opportunity for a country 
like ours, as this long time challenge is 
being solved.”

Hasunga said these achievements 
are a result of great efforts by TAHA 

in collaboration with the ministry and 
other stakeholders.

The ministry continues discussions 
with Emirates Airlines to also chip in 
airlifting horticultural products to Arab 
countries, he further noted.

“The third issue…. ..as you all know, in 
the past our country used to produce 
flowers in abundance as well as fruits, 
and we had big firms that were engaged 
in the cultivation thereof especially in 
Kilimanjaro and Arusha regions. Many 
of them were faced with huge foreign 

debts and hence they had to close 
business,” he said.

Due to the problem, the government 
has decided to take deliberate steps 
to ensure all those firms should come 
back and continue with what they have 
been doing, he stated.

 The fourth issue that will be worked 
upon by the government is to review 
levies that were seen as a hindrance 
to the growth of the horticultural 
sector.

“Trade is competition, airlines 

compete with each other and 
stakeholders do that as well. When 
Kenya heard that we have acquired a 
plane, they started reviewing some of 
the issues, hence we as government 
we will also review various levies 
as outlined by TAHA so that our 
products and our airports become 
more attractive to foreign dealers,” he 
specified.

The fifth issue is to develop the 
horticultural sector to open more 
opportunities for farmers, youth, 

women and elders to invest in 
commercial horticulture as the 
country now has a reliable market for 
the produce.

Earlier, TAHA Executive Officer Dr 
Jacqueline Mkindi presented their 
recommendations and asked for 
50 percent relief in planes’ landing 
charges especially during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The government must also increase 
the period of permits for cargo planes 
to three months instead of issuing a 
landing permit every time the plane 
lands at the airport, she added.

FROM PAGE 1

the Mainland were in Dar es Salaam, 
Mwanza, Kilimanjaro, Coast, Lindi and 
Kagera regions.

With Dar es Salaam having majority 
of cases, Lindi and Coast regions 
registered their first cases end of 
last week while Kagera and Mwanza 
registered second Covid-19 cases.

She said 11 of the patients had 
recovered and were discharged from 
treatment centres.

As of yesterday, globally confirmed 
cases surpassed 2.35m with over 
161,000 fatalities and more than 
0.6m recoveries. The coronavirus has 
affected virtually all countries and 
territories around the world.

Millions of Orthodox faithfuls in 
Russia yesterday celebrated Easter with 
churches closed and services broadcast 
on TV and online in an attempt to slow 
the pandemic.

In Moscow the main Easter vigil 
was held with no congregation. The 
patriarch told those following at homes 
that this was to protect them from a 
“terrible illness.”

President Vladimir Putin, who 
normally attends mass with the 
patriarch, sent a video message to the 
nation instead. He assured people that 
things were “fully under control” and 
said Russia would come through the 
“trial” it had been sent.

On a positive side, while countries 
around the world are trying to prepare 
a lockdown exit strategy, Denmark is 

one of the first nations to have already 
started lifting restrictions.

Primary schools and nurseries are 
already open, and small businesses, 
including hairdressers and beauty 
clinics, were allowed to open from 
yesterday.

Iran has become the latest country 
to ease restrictions by allowing 
bazaars and shopping malls to reopen 
from Sunday as part of an easing of 
lockdown restrictions. Some shops and 
businesses were allowed to open again 
on Saturday but Sunday’s openings 
apply to “medium-risk” businesses.

Israel has already allowed some types 
of shops to reopen, although shopping 
malls must remain closed for the 
time being. Poland is gradually lifting 
lockdown measures from Sunday, with 
shops among the businesses allowed 
to reopen.

Europe’s largest economy, Germany, 
will allow shops of up to 800 square 
metres as well as car dealers and bike 
shops, to open their doors again.

FROM PAGE 1

Zanzibar confirms 23 
new COVID-19 cases, 
with 2 patients dying

in the United States and one in China 
have commenced human trials.

In Israel, scientists at the state-funded 
Migal Galilee Research Institute have 

said that their vaccine for coronavirus 
was on track to be ready for testing 
within “a few weeks,” though it won’t 
be available for months because of the 
lengthy testing and approval process.

FROM PAGE 1

‘No guarantee world can find 
a usable coronavirus vaccine’

Ministry clarifies on Covid-19 face masks 

Govt out to revive, directly export horticultural produce

Prisons Commissioner Uwesu Ngarama (R) represents the Prisons Commissioner General in Dar es Salaam at the weekend in handing over to Business Registration 
and Licensing Agency (Brela) CEO Godfrey Nyaisa (C) and acting Director of Business Names Meinrad Rweyemamu a building to be used by the agency. Story on 
Page 7. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children minister Ummy Mwalimu (C) receives a dummy cheque for 2bn/- from Vodacom Tanzania managing 
director Hisham Hendi (R) in Dar es Salaam at the weekend in support of the government’s efforts to fight off the spread of Covid-19 infections. With them is the 
firm’s director of corporate affairs, Rosalynn Mworia. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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NAIROBI

Homa Bay Town MP Peter Kaluma 
has asked the government to take 
action against police officers who 
allowed the ‘mourners’ to travel from 
Nairobi to Homa Bay County.

He termed it irresponsible for the 
officers to allow people to travel from 
Nairobi and other counties under 
lockdown as the country battles 
Covid-19.

He called on Health Cabinet 
Secretary Mutahi Kagwe to round up 
the police officers who were manning 
the roadblocks at the time the said 
individuals travelled.

The legislator added that the officers 
should be tested for coronavirus, 
quarantined and face prosecution for 
corruption and criminal negligence.

This is comes after the driver of the 
vehicle which was transporting people 
to a funeral to Homa Bay tested positive 
for Covid-19 after passing a number of 
roadblocks before security officers in 
Homa Bay got suspicious, opened the 
coffin and found it empty.

“The government should make 
public the measures it has put in place 
to ensure that individuals permitted to 
travel from Nairobi and other counties 
under lockdown are tested before 
being allowed to travel,” said  Kaluma.

He raised alarm that no serious 
contact tracing, mass testing and 
extensive quarantine has been done 

by government in the affected area 
of Homa Bay County to contain the 
spread of the disease.

Meanwhile, a second group of 
mourners who sneaked out of Nairobi 
to Homa Bay County on Saturday have 
been quarantined at Homa Bay Kenya 
Medical Training Centre.

In the same vein, Deputy President 
William Ruto will be operating at 
least once a week from Jubilee Party 
headquarters located in Pangani as he 
takes the fight for the ruling party to 
the doorstep of his rivals.

 Ruto will be operating from Jubilee 
in his capacity as the deputy party 
leader to “reclaim the party”. 

The move will likely escalate the 
tension since ordinarily, it is the 
secretariat that runs the day-to-day 
activities of the political parties. 

Two MPs who spoke to the Press and 
did not want to be named said those 
behind the strategy (working from 
Pangani, Nairobi) are keen to intimidate 
Uhuru allies so as to back off. 

The thinking in DP’s camp is that 
the president, whom they seem to 
have studied over some time now, will 
likely recall his troops if he feels the 
intended objective will be drowned in 
the ensuing anarchy.

Jubilee Vice-Chairman David 
Murathe, an Uhuru ally but a Ruto 
critic, said the DP is welcome at the 
party offices anytime.

AGENCIES

Covid-19: MP wants police punished

The two foreigners 
who have 
contracted the 
disease in the Isles 
are citizens of 
France and Cuba 
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By Special Correspondent

R
EMEMBERING Dr Reginald 
Abraham Mengi as a public 
figure is hard to bring 
down to one thing, or to a 

particular point of focus.
This is for no other reason than that 

his involvement in a wide range of 
activities as well as his achievements 
in those engagements just can’t be 
brought under a specific or particular 
sphere of society.

Dr Mengi emerged into the league 
of those special individuals who 
tower above their business sector 
confinements to go deep into the 
greater society.

Individuals are not just a product 
of circumstances; they help to model 
conditions in society so long as there is 
a starting point, for talent – or money – 
to work.

There are spheres of involvement 
that can be attributed to professional 
engagement, which for Dr Mengi was 
the case at the beginning.

For instance, the fact that he was 
once a professional auditor means 
that his tenure at the National Board 
of Accountants and Auditors (NBAA) 
could entirely be related to his training 
and his career as a ‘partner’ at Coopers 
and Lybrand.

However, his next vital engagement 
at a public or countrywide level – that 
is, the chairmanship of the National 
Environmental Management Council 
(NEMC) – arose out of his pointed 
activism in that direction.

In several other areas there was 
pointed leadership of corporate 
interests in the respective fields, among 
them industry and the media sector, 
while others arose out of philanthropy.

Explaining this sort of involvement 
requires some models and the proper 
starting point, if one can hazard 
something to that effect, is a kind of 
supply and demand scenario.

It can also be a demand-driven 
matter – that all these areas at a certain 
point needed leadership, and Dr Mengi 
rose to the occasion and supplied 
the leadership precisely needed as 
appropriate.

Here there is a sort of convergence 
of personal ability and creativity and 
a clear sense of need expressed at the 
public level in relation to this or that 
matter. But there is also his ability to 
sense what was relevant or needed to 

Dr Reginald A. Mengi legacy

be done.
It is that aspect rather than merely 

the ability to extend direct financial 

support that may explain Dr Mengi’s 
overlapping presence in numerous 
areas of societal leadership needs 

nearly at the same time.
In order to even be interested in all 

these areas at the same time, there has 

to be an element of genuine concern 
for society. It cannot be articulated 
merely for the sake of obtaining this 

or that sort of benefit. After all, in all 
of his pursuits, Dr Mengi tended to use 
money rather than gain it.

Still, the goodwill so created plus the 
business acumen worked to enable his 
proper business interests to climb one 
bottleneck after another and safely 
cross most of the stumbling blocks.

Many gurus argue that caring for 
others – call it altruism or philanthropy, 
if you will – is something that often 
helps to propel individuals to greatness. 

But the kind of benevolence that 
society expects from such a person 
would soon thin out. Dr Mengi must 
have been clear on this, which is why 
many say the gist of his “message” 
to the world was that he simply felt 
compelled to help, everywhere.

Some of Dr Mengi’s engagements 
came from socially felt challenges and 
he wished to demonstrate that, to steal 
from Father of the Nation Mwalimu JK 
Nyerere, “it can be done, if you play 
your part”.

Dr Mengi’s professional life was little 
more than a demonstration of this 
axiom as there was something of a 
rise ‘From Goatherd to Governor,’ - as 
a probable role model of his, Edwin 
Mtei, put it in a much-acclaimed 
autobiography.

At one point, as board chairman for 
the Tanzania Standard Newspapers 
Ltd, Dr Mengi directed that one of the 
newspapers in the stable – Daily News/
Sunday News – be improved from 12 
pages to 16 pages.

But the management (and definitely 
portions of the board) kept saying that 
it wasn’t possible. It is said when Dr 
Mengi went on safari, and the papers 
promptly resumed their ‘natural’ size.

When he came back, board chairman 
Dr Mengi opted to resign from the 
board chairmanship and show the 
board and the management that “it can 
be done if you play your part”.

Dr Mengi thus went into his own 
newspaper venture, where his 
newspaper had 16 pages from the 
start, adding or reducing pages as time 
went by, on account of operational and 
wider economic considerations.

But the point was made as to the 
capacity of the market to take up a 
16-page paper – if there is the right 
aptitude in terms of management. 

That was but one illustration of the 
sort of problems Industrialist Dr Mengi 
solved with vision and determination, 
not just with cash.

A paragon of philanthropy, 
a phenomenal public figure

Environmental crusader Dr Reginald Mengi plants a tree at one of the numerous environmental protection and promotion events he graced in various parts of 
Tanzania.

Dr Mengi has a feel of students’ participation in a science experiment during a visit to Dar es Salaam’s Wazo Secondary 
School.

Dr Mengi, widely acknowledged as a tireless advocate of the self-advancement of children, youth, women and other 
segments of the population across Tanzania, is accorded a hearty welcome by members of Arusha Region’s Patandi School 
Teachers Savings and Credit Cooperative Society.

“I grew up in poverty, but I always saw it as 
a challenge. The good thing is that you can 
surmount a challenge if you are willing to pay the 
price. The price is hard work.”
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By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

POLICE in Ruvuma Region are holding one man for 
interrogation following death of one Joyce Nespory Pilly (32), 
the wife of the chairman of Songea District Council Rajabu 
Mtiula. 

Joyce’s body was later found in the forest.
Speaking to reporters in his office at the weekend Ruvuma 

Regional Police Commander Simon Maigwa said the incident 
happened on April 16, this year during the night at Ngongano 
village in Litapwasi ward in Songea district.

RPC Maigwa said on April 17, this year at around 7.00 am 
while he was in his office  he received a report from Songea 
Central Police Station, saying     Rajabu Hassan Mtiula (61) 
his wife’s    body  had been found at Mkurumusi forest in the 
vicinity of Ngongano village.

Maigwa said thereafter police were sent to the area to 
search for the woman’s body.  

The hunt was conducted during the night from house to 
house without success, and added police   continued with 
the hunt the next morning and by 7.00 am they found Joyce’s 
body at  Mkurumusi forest.

Maigwa said the motive of the murder was yet to be 
established, saying that they are holding one man whose 
name was not given because investigation  was ongoing  to 
find  other perpetrators.

By Guardian Correspondent, Kahama

TWO residents of Ngogwa village in Kahama town in 
Shinyanga region escaped death in a hyena  attack after they 
tried to chase away the beast.   The beast had attacked a herd 
of goats in the village.

The village executive secretary Upendo Shirima said the 
incident occurred on Saturday morning when the hyena 
attacked a goat’s shed before they started beating it up.

In defence the beast   attacked  two villagers     who and 
were rushed to Kahama district hospital for treatment.

He mentioned the names of the victims as Donald Simoni 
(27) and Furaha Ngusa (46). He called upon the Natural 
resources Ministry to   to hunt for the hyenas whose numbers 
have increased in recent months. 

He said fear has gripped the villagers as they beasts are 
now coming out during day time instead of night as they 
normally do.

The Councillor Ngogwa Ward  Kamuli Mayuga  said after 
receiving treatment at the hospital the two victims were 
discharged and called on the wananchi to take great care of 
the beasts.

On April 28, 2019, a group of hyenas have attacked five 
villagers and killed five goats in of Shinyanga region.

Peter Emmanuel, a councilor for Kilago ward in Shinyanga 
region, said the hyenas attacked the villagers on Sunday 
night.

He said the five villagers were attacked and injured when 
they tried to chase them away from the villages, adding the 
conditions of three of the five attacked villagers were still 
unstable.

“The villagers are being treated at Kahama district hospital. 
The attack by the hyenas has caused panic among villagers,” 
said the official.

Two villagers injured 
as rogue hyena strikes 

Police hold man, 
say he has role in
killing of council  
chairman’s wife

Anna Msomba (L), Serengeti Breweries Ltd sales 
representative in Lindi Region, presents a consignment 
of Covid-19 awareness posters and other items to Lindi 
regional health officer Richard Shabani (C) at the weekend. 
Looking on is Damasiana Msala from the region’s nursing 
department. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Private Sector Foundation (TPSF) 
has called on firms  making various products to 
fight  Covid-19 to increase production in a bid to 
surpass demands in the country.

Speaking shortly after touring a factory dubbed 
‘OpenSanit’ which produces masks in Dar es 
Salaam over the weekend,  TPSF chairperson, 
Angelina Ngalula said the foundation has 
realized that it necessary to team up with other 
stakeholders in making sure that production is 
beefed up.

“Demand for masks to protect people from 
contaminating coronavirus  (Covid- 19)  had 
increased, it’s a high time producers boosted their 
production  capacities to meet the  demands,” she 
said.

Ngalula noted that already talks were underway 
in collaboration with TANTRADE to see the 
possibility of using the latter’s facilities at Sabasaba  
grounds area along Kilwa Road in Dar es Salaam.

“Many entrepreneurs especially those 
investing in fashions and designing have been 
adversely affected by this pandemic, our talks 
with TANTRADE aims at seeing the possibility of 

finding a place where the  entrepreneurs can put 
machines and produce masks,” she hinted.

Ngulula pointed out that the reason why TPSF 
eyes TANTRADE facilities is due to space that 
meets health experts requirements and the 
location which is suitable for production activities.

  The executive director of Tanzania National 
Business Council (TNBC) Dr Godwill Wanga 
who accompanied Ngalula in the tour, said 
entrepreneurs should be more innovative 
especially during this time when the country and 
world in general is  at war against the pandemic in 
question.

“Innovation is key among industrial owners 
in a bid for the protection of   people’s health,   
” he explained. 

The OpenSanit managing director, 
Octavian Mshiu said there has been under 
production of masks leading to shortages 
whereas demand is increasing day after day.

“Our production capacity per week is 
pegged at 22,000 masks, this is not enough 

given the size our country and population, we 
are willing to work with government, TPSF 
and all other stakeholders to see to it that this 
demand and supply issues are adequately 
addressed,” he said.

Since the pandemic broke out Tanzanian 
government under the leadership of 
President John Magufuli has taken several 
measures to curb the spread.

TPSF and stakeholders join hands in Covid-19 fight

Tanzania Private Sector Foundation chairperson Angelina Ngalula (2nd-L) makes remarks at the weekend shortly after visiting Dar es Salaam’s 
OpenSanit factory, which is engaged in the making of masks. The tour sought to assess the quality of the items, particularly their effectiveness in 
inhibiting the spread of Covid-19 infections. Others include dress fashion designer Mustafa Hassanali (L) and Tanzania National Business Council 
executive director Dr Godwill Wanga. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) will soon relocate to Dodoma as 
its new building nears completion.

According to the contractor carrying 
out the project, the implementation of 
the project is now at over 90 per cent.

The contractor, SUMA-JKT, was 
expecting to hand over the project any 
time soon, according to the operations 
commander, Major James Philemon.

The news   comes as the country 
prepares for the next general elections 
later this year, as President John 
Magufuli insisted last month that the 
elections were still intact even as the 
country continues battling the deadly 
Covid-19 pandemic.

This means, the national electoral 
body will soon relocate its activities 
from Dar es Salaam to Dodoma, and 
for the first time, the election results 
for the next general elections will be 
announced from the country’s capital.

The SUMA-JKT operations 
commander  announced here shortly 
after a media tour at the facility to 
oversee the ongoing construction of 
NEC office at Njedengwa area in the 
outskirts of Dodoma city.

The project is now being undertaken 
by the National Service-SUMA JKT after 
the first contractor - Tanzania Building 
Agency (TBA) was relieved for failure to 
cope with contract biding agreed pace.

The contract between SUMA-JKT and 
NEC was signed on January 7, 2020, after 
which the army started clearing the 
area for the project. According to Major 
Philemon, the actual construction 
begun on January 17.

Immediately after the signing 
ceremony, NEC director of elections 
Dr Wilson Charles insisted that all 
activities in the 2020 general elections 
at the national level will be conducted 
in Dodoma as the project to construct 
new headquarters nears completion.

Dr Charles, who accompanied 
NEC chairman Professor Semistocles 

Kaijage gave an assurance when he 
visited the project site in January, 2020, 
insisting that the implementation of the 
project would be completed in April.

This means, the construction of 
the building will be completed in just 
within four months, and this according 
to the head of National Service, 
Brigadier General Charles Mbuge, the 
army was fully committed to ensure 
that all projects under SUMA-JKT were 
completed on time and with high 
quality and efficiency.

“The army works for 24 hours that 
is why you have witnessed many of 
our projects being handed over to our 
clients on time,’’ said  Mbuge.

Lazaro Masanja who is Suma JKT 
project manager said at the weekend 
that he expects to hand over the 
completed project at high quality and 
standards.

“We have the best workforce 
and experienced enough for such 
construction that offers quality work 
and reflects a client’s funds,’’ said Eng 
Masanja.

According to him, the new NEC 
building will have three separate 
buildings—main building, results centre 
and the warehouse centre which will 
be used to preserve the electoral body’s 
crucial documents.

“We have the best workforce 
and experienced enough for such 
construction that offers quality work 
and reflects a client’s funds,’’ said Eng 
Masanja.

By Guardian Correspondent, Kasulu

IN a rare proactive move, eight 
villages in Kasulu district have 
voluntarily surrendered a total of 
35,000 hectares to Kigoma sugar 
company, to allow the investor to 
produce annually 110,000 tonnes of 
sugar in the border district, Kasulu 
district Commissioner, Colonel Simon 
Anange announced here yesterday.

The DC told the executive director 
of the Tanzania Investment Centre 
(TIC), Geoffrey Mwambe, that the 
villagers offered willingly the land 
to the district council because they 
understood the importance and 
economic benefits of having a sugar 
plant in their vicinity.

He named the villages as Nyamidaho, 
Kumtundu, Nyarugusu, Heru, Ushingo, 
Kigadye, Kitanga and Kiyugwe.  Land 

would be taken over by the TIC for 
investment coordination and would be 
used to grow sugar cane and establish 
a sugar plant.

Col. Anange said construction 
would start this year and the plant was 
expected to produce 110,000 metric 
tons annually.  He said the amount 
would increase substantially Tanzania’s 
local sugar production capacity.

Tanzania has an estimated annual 
sugar demand deficit of 320,000 tones, 
and has to import amount to offset the 
shortfall, the DC explained. 

The DC praised the villagers for 

the move, saying it would go a long 
way in spurring development in the 
district and Kigoma Region.  He also 
said voluntary surrender of the land 
showed that the villagers supported 
the economic policies the fifth phase 
government led by President John 
Magufuli.

 Mwambe thanked the villagers for 
surrendering their land voluntarily 
and pledged that the TIC would ensure 
proper investment coordination.  He 
said investment was a multi-sectoral 
issue and it called for joint efforts from 
different stakeholders.

 “The TIC will ensure proper 
coordination of the land and ensure 
the planned investment benefits the 
villages that have made this sacrifice 
and Kasulu district,” he pledged.

Meanwhile the TIC and Trolle Meesle 
Company Limited plan to train 1,850 
farmers in proper palm tree husbandry 
in order to increase palm oil production 
in Tanzania. The farmers are members 
of eight primary cooperative societies 
devoted to growing palm trees.

Trolle Meesle plans to establish a 
palm oil processing plant in Kigoma 
region.

Electoral Commission 
to relocate to Dodoma 
as new building ready

A delegation led by Mussa Hassan Zungu (in cap), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and the Environment), has a first-hand account yesterday of 
the damage that ongoing rains in Mpwapwa District have wreaked on strategic Shaaban Robert Bridge. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Eight Kasulu villages pass on 
35,000 ha to sugar producer

We have the best 
workforce and 
experienced enough 
for such construction 
that offers quality 
work and reflects a 
client’s funds,
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By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Business Registration and Licensing 
Agency (BRELA) is expected to save 63.2 
million that was used as office rent per month 
after they received building that was used by 
Prison headquarters in Dar es Salaam.

This move is   implementation of President 
Magufuli directives he had given in October 
6, last year to all government institutions and 
companies to move from private buildings to  
government own buildings.

BRELA chief executive officer   Godfrey 
Nyaisa received the building over the 
weekend from Prison Commissioner Uwesu 
Ngarama, who represented Commissioner 
General of Prisons (CGP), Suleiman Mzee.

The handover ceremony took place 
over the weekend at the then Prison Head 
Quarters in Dar es Salaam along junction of 
Sokoine and Shaaban Robert street.

Speaking at the ceremony, Nyaisa said the 
next move is to handover the building to 
the National Housing (NHC) for renovations 
before they move into the building.

Nyaisa congratulated the government 
under the leadership of President John 
Magufuli for the building which he said 

would help his institution to save a lot of 
money which were used for rent in a private 
building.

“For a long period BRELA has been using 
a lot of money to pay for the rent in private 
buildings, but  for this help BRELA will save 
63.2 million that were used every month” 
said Nyaisa.

October 6, last year while in Rukwa during 
the launching of Tunduma-Sumbawanga 
road, President Magufuli said some 
government institutions and companies 
have been using a lot of money to pay as rent 
to private buildings.

“We have a lot of government buildings 
but some government institutions and 
companies still rent in private buildings…for 
those who will continue in private buildings 
make sure you have reasons,” cautioned 
President Magufuli.

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

TANZANIA Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI), Hombolo Centre, 
Dodoma region has entered into 
a special contract with Tanzania 
Breweries Limited (TBL) for 
researching and producing 
sorghum hybrid seeds varieties with 
needed grain tannin for brewing 
Eagle beers.

Under the financial patronage 
from the South African- based AB 
InBev company, at worth of at least 
11,000 USD $, a one- year project is 
expected to open a fresh successive 
agribusiness door to farmers in 
Dodoma region, and the central 
zone at large. 

Launched sometimes on 

December last year, the key 
agricultural initiatives has already 
saw establishment of a vast hectares 
of preliminary field trial plantation 
of needed sorghum seed varieties at 
the state- owned center in Hombolo 
and in Kibaigwa, in Kongwa district 
at acreage of at least 10,000 
plantation. 

The seed plantations, according 
to him, have already being visited 
and appreciated by the Tanzania 
Official Seed Certification Institute 
(TOSCI).

So far, among the proved local 
sorghum seed varieties with tannin 
potential for making the targeted 
Eager Beers, including TEGEMEO, 
NACO 1, MASIA, HAKIKA and WAHI 
varieties.

Moreover, the project will also 
see AB InBev Company marketing 

to local farmers the South African 
based sorghum seed varieties, 
namely PAC 501 and SILA, the 
potential grain seeds for brewing 
Eagle beers. 

Giving an exclusive interview to 
‘The Guardian’, Senior Plant Breeder 
for TARI-Hombolo Dr Lameck 
Nyaligwa, expressed that the timely 
initiative was a promised vehicle to 
stimulate expecting production and 
productivity of the key cash crop 
among the farmers in the semi- arid 
region. 

“As per the project’s projection 
anticipation, TBL will enter into 
key contract farming with a 
number of farmers in the region, 
a development which apart from 
boosting the farmer’s economy will 
play crucial role in elevating the 
nation economy,” he observed.

According to him, more than 
200 farmers are expected to 
benefit from the envisaged 
economic opportunity, added, 
“Our role as TARI, apart from 
conducting the needed seed 
researches, is to impart farmers 
with recommended agronomic 
practice with an eye to enable 
them meeting the set standard 
seeds standards required for 
brewing the targeted –favorable 
brand beer in the country.

“To attain the needed tannin 
content for brewing the mentioned 
beers, farmers need to have special 
training especially on application 
of fertilizers which often, failure 
to apply it professionally can 
distort the needed recommended 
sorghum needed tannin content,” 
Dr Nyaligwa detailed.

By Guardian Reporter

THE State Mining Corporation (STAMICO) has joined other 
public and private institutions in the country in cautioning 
their staff to take precautions against the deadly coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19).

In achieving this, STAMICO management organised a one-
day outdoor  training for its Dar es Salaam-based staff and 
were encouraged to protect themselves against Covid-19, 
and told to report immediately to selected health facilities as 
soon as they detect symptoms of the disease.

The staff were told that timely medical attention would 
help them to avoid potential impacts from possible 
infections.

A statement issued by STAMICO said the training was also 
geared at warning the staff against other infectious viral 
diseases such as Hepatitis B and HIV-AIDS.

STAMICO acting Director General, Dr. Venance Bahati  
Mwasse, has been quoted in the statement saying that work 
places where workers meet for a long time expose them to 
the risk of contracting the diseases.

“Dr. Mware encouraged STAMICO staff to be vigilant and 
follow the instructions issued by our government leaders, 
such as avoiding unnecessary gatherings, washing hands 
from time to time and continue to work with greater 
caution so that they can protect themselves (the institution’s 
workforce) and their families,” the statement said.

Among the steps that STAMICO staff and visitors have 
been told to observe to reduce the potential of contracting 
coronavirus include washing hands with soap, flowing  
water, use hand sanitizers and checking body temperature 
using thermal scanners while in office.

Another step was to organize different training sessions on 
how to avoid infection of viral diseases, the statement added.

In addition, the acting director general has pledged 
to continue checking infections at work place through 
cleaning of door locks using chlorine, fumigation and 
taking disciplinary measures against those who ignore this 
protective activity against infection.

In the training facilitated by two experts, Dr Macha Njile 
and Dr Ally Juma from the Special Unit for Prevention of 
Infectious Diseases under the Ministry of Health Health, 
Gender, Elders and Children, various topics on viral diseases 
were covered. The topics also included information on how 
the diseases are being transmitted, their symptoms and how 
to protect them.

STAMICO has been at the forefront in provision of 
training at workplaces, specifically regarding health and 
safety of employees where a total of 48 employees were 
able to be trained on Covid-19 and other infectious viral 

diseases.
In addition, the staff also had the 

opportunity to check their health condition 
to know their status and others were given 
the first vaccine to protect them against 

Hepatitis B.
Training on how to protect oneself from 

coronavirus was earlier organized for 
STAMICO staff at Kiwira mine as well as 
those in Dodoma offices.  

Stamico conducts outdoor workplace training on coronavirus

TARI, brewer in contract to produce sorghum 
seed varieties for making of beer in Tanzania

BRELA to save 63.2/- after 
relocating to new building

“For a long period BRELA has 
been using a lot of money to pay 
for the rent in private buildings, 
but  for this help BRELA will save 
63.2 million that were used every 
month”

Dar es Salaam residents pictured yesterday having a mandatory walk through a disinfectant-spraying machine planted at Muhimbili National Hospital’s 
main gate in implementation of a strategy meant to prevent Covid-19 infections. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma
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T
hERE is need to work 
together to preserve jobs 
during the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic and ensure that 

the required restrictions on normal 
business activity put in place to stop or 
slow the spread are observed.

Scientists are however yet to tell the 
origins of the virus which emerged in 
China in December 2019. The virus has 
since been declared a pandemic has so 
far killed over 1.5 people globally as of 
April 10, this year.

No one expected this pandemic.   We 
were all caught unaware because the 
coronavirus did not give a warning.

The President John magufuli 
declared a 14-day lockdown   in line 
with similar painful, but necessary 
efforts globally to end and contain the 
spread of Covid-19, which has, however, 
inevitably caused serious financial 
and economic damage to countries, 
companies and individuals.

We need to stand together and for 
each other more than ever before to 
overcome the burden of this global 
pandemic to recover well after it has 
gone. The viral disease has not and will 
not only have serious health-related 
consequences on humanity, after 
killing thousands and infecting millions 
others across the world.

Covid-19 has already shuttered 
factories, disrupted global supply and 
value chains, plunged global markets 
into turmoil and is certain to send the 
vast majority of world economies into 
recessions never seen since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s.

The point we want to drive home 
is that while the impact of Covid-19 is 
unmistakable and will leave indelible 
imprints long after it’s gone, companies 
need to wear a human face by making 
painful, but job-saving sacrifices for the 
good of our beloved country.

Companies are already finding their 
balance sheets stretched, resources 
thin, margins squeezed and profits 

probably wiped out, while costs 
remain unchanged, but a human heart 
will save jobs for our brothers, sisters, 
parents and friends.

At this juncture, we implore 
capitalists for once, to consider the 
plight of people, some who have been 
with their companies for many years.

We say this fully aware that life in 
Tanzania and indeed the rest of the 
world will never be the same for many 
by the time Covid-19 leaves our shores, 
but we can do something to improve 
our situation. Companies need to 
survive no doubt, and certain job losses 
may be inevitable, but we implore 
every company in Tanzania to play its 
part in minimising the after-effects of 
the lockdown occasioned

What is presently in the mind of 
every corporate executive and business 
owner at the moment is certainly how 
they will deal with the after-effects 
of the 14-day lockdown, which has 
clogged all or some business’ income, 
in order to remain afloat.

Certainly, it won’t be a stroll in the 
park, but we implore all patriotic and 
caring business owners to have human 
hearts. After all a company is nothing 
without its workers. Businesses must 
adopt altruistic responses to Covid-19, 
to save precious jobs.

Businesses will need to undertake 
thorough introspections to find how 
they can streamline on non-essential 
areas to cut costs without costing their 
workers elusive jobs.

For instance, companies can suspend 
non-urgent programmes like research, 
training and development in the short 
term as well as expendable costs like 
performance, annual bonuses and 
non-essential allowances.

Firms can make reasonable cuts to 
directors’ fees and related benefits and 
perquisites, including certain costly 
entitlements that do not contribute to 
short term revenue generation until 
the current storm is over.

More can be done 
to preserve jobs

By Fred Kafeero

F
ORESTS play a critical role as 
home to biological diversity. 
Life on earth de depends 
on forests considering the 

provision of oxygen we breathe. They 
a source of livelihood for humanity; 
they are important habitats for 
animals; they contain species of trees 
that are important for environmental, 
scientific or societal value. They play 
an important role in mitigating the 
negative impacts of climate change. 

Forests are a source of food, medicine 
and fuel for more than a billion people. 
They hold more than three-quarters 
of the world’s terrestrial biodiversity, 
providing many products and services 
that contribute to socio-economic 
development in many countries of the 
world. 

Today, as we celebrate the 
International Day of Forests, the theme 
for 2020 ‘Forests and Biodiversity’, 
reminds us of the important role that 
forests play in maintaining life on the 
earth. 

It is sad to see that despite all this 
significance, forests are disappearing 
at an unprecedented scale world 
over! According to the Global Forest 
Resources Assessment 2015 report, 
in 1990 the world had 4,128 million 
hectares of forest but by 2015, this area 
decreased to 3,999 million hectares. 

There are many reasons advanced 
including an increasing population; 
expansion of agriculture land; reliance 
on wood fuel for energy and other un-
sustainable land use practices. 

Deforestation, chiefly caused by the 
conversion of forestland to agriculture 
and livestock production areas, 
threatens not only the livelihoods of 
forest dependent communities and 
indigenous peoples, but also the variety 
of life on our planet. Land-use changes 
result in a loss of valuable habitats, land 
degradation, soil erosion, a decrease in 
clean water and the release of carbon 
into the atmosphere. 

Losing forest biodiversity means 
losing important sources of medicine, 
food, raw materials and employment 
opportunities. 

Achieving the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, including 

the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), is a commitment made 
by countries to tackle the complex 
challenges we face, from ending 
poverty and hunger and responding 
to climate change to building resilient 
communities, achieving inclusive 
growth and sustainably managing the 
Earth’s natural resources. 

While the importance of forests and 
trees to a healthy, prosperous planet 
is universally recognized, the depth 
of those roots may be greater than 
imagined. Several indicators under 
SDG15 focus on forests, specifically 
monitoring forest land and the share of 
forests under sustainable management. 

Bearing in mind the important 
role that forests play in conserving 
biodiversity, FAO is working with 
governments of the member States 
across the globe to ensure that these 
resources are utilized in a sustainable 
manner. 

For instance, through the Global 
Forest Resources Assessment (FRA), 
FAO is supporting countries across 
the globe including Tanzania by 
strengthening capacities for collection 
and analysis of official national 
statistics on forest resources to enable 
them ensure sustainable use of their 
natural resources. This way, FRA plays 
a central role in monitoring progress 
towards the SDG 15 – Life on Land. 

For some years here in Tanzania, FAO 

has continued to provide  technical 
support for the development of the 
first ever-comprehensive National 
Forest Inventory - the National Forestry 
Resources monitoring and Assessment 
(NAFORmA).

FAO has also been supporting the 
Government of Tanzania by providing 
both technical and financial support 
for conducting assessments and studies 
on forests and biodiversity; community 
based forestry management; 
forest tenure in the framework of 
the Voluntary Guidelines on the 
Responsible Governance of Tenure 
(VGGT); forestry for sustainable food 
security and nutrition; cost–benefit 
analysis of forestry interventions for 
supplying woodfuel, among others. 

With regard to forestry governance 
instruments- policy, legal and 
guidelines, FAO has supported the 
review of the National Forest Policy; 
development of the National Forestry 
Policy Implementation Strategy; and 
currently, review of the National 
Forestry management Act.

managing forests sustainably, and 
restoring degraded ones, is crucial 
for people, biodiversity and climate. 
Forests and Biodiversity are indeed too 
precious to lose!

*The author of this article is the 
Representative of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO) to Tanzania.

Forests and biodiversity: Too precious to lose!

By Dr. Inmi K. Patterson

T
hE story of U.S. leadership 
in the global battle against 
COVID-19 is a story of days, 
months, and decades. Every 

day, new U.S. technical and material 
assistance arrives in hospitals and labs 
around the world. These efforts, in turn, 
build on a decades-long foundation of 
American expertise, generosity, and 
planning that is unmatched in history. 

The United States worksshoulder to 
shoulder with our friends and partners 
around the world to guarantee global 
health security. Our help is much 
more than money and supplies. It 
is the experts we have deployed 
worldwide and those still conducting 
tutorials today via teleconference. 
It is the doctors and public-health 
professionals trained, thanks to U.S.  
funding and educational institutions. 
And it’s the supply chains that we keep 
open and moving for the production 
and distribution of high-quality, critical 
medical supplies around the world.

The United States provides 
development assistance to strengthen 
bonds with nations around the world 
because we believe it is the right thing 
to do. We also do it because pandemics 
donot respect national borders. If we 
can help counties contain outbreaks, 
we will save lives abroad and at home 
in the U.S. 

here in Tanzania, our shared 

commitment to health security has 
never been more visiblenor more 
important than right now. U.S.-trained 
laboratory and public health experts 
test suspected cases, track potential 
contacts, and design public awareness 
and risk communication efforts.U.S. 
government experts from the United 
States’ Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), Agency for 
International Development (USAID), 
andDepartment of Defense consult 
closely with Tanzanian counterparts, 
facilitate ongoing health assistance, 
and ensure the continuation of the 
relationship, which builds and supports 
the Tanzanian health care system. 

The co-location of U.S. CDC 
offices within the ministry of health 

is a welcome reminder that our 
health partnership is at the center 
of the United States relationship 
with Tanzania and its people.  The 
United States commitment to that 
partnership remains strong, built 
on a U.S. investment of nearly 17.4 
trillion shillings over the past 20 years, 
including more than 200,000 shillings 
for each and every Tanzanian alive 
today in support of Tanzanian health. 
This year alone, American taxpayer 
support will provide nearly 1.2 trillion 
shillings to support Tanzania’s hIV/AIDS 
response, including nearly 275 billion 
shillings for life-saving ARV treatment 
and other health commodities, while 
also providing funding for salaries of 
essential members of the ministry of 
health’s workforce across the country.

While our investment in Tanzania 
is sizable and enduring, it is just one 
part of the $100 billion investment the 
United States has made in the health 
of Africans across the continent in the 
past two decades. Facing the COVID-19 
outbreak, the U.S. commitment to 
American, African, and global health 
has not, and will not waiver.  Since 
the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. 
government has committed nearly 
$500 million worldwide in assistance 

to date, including 3.2 billion shillings 
for Tanzanian efforts. 

America funds nearly 40% of the 
world’s global health assistance 
programs, adding up to $140 billion 
in investments in the past 20 years – 
five times more than the next largest 
donor. Since 2009, American taxpayers 
have generously funded more than 
$100 billion in health assistance and 
nearly $70 billion in humanitarian 
assistance globally. This money has 
saved lives, protected people who 
are most vulnerable to disease, built 
health institutions, including those at 
the front line of Tanzania’s COVID-19 
response, and promoted the stability 
of communities and nations.   

No country can fight COVID-19 
alone.  As we have time and time 
again, the United States will aid others 
during their time of greatest need.We 
will continue to help countries build 
resilient health care systems that 
can prevent detect, and respond to 
infectious disease outbreaks. Together 
we can meet the historic challenge 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
every day, all over the world. 

Dr. Inmi K. Patterson is Chargé 
d’Affaires of the US Embassy in 
Tanzania

The United States’ partnership in Tanzania and 
around the world in the fight against COVID-19

EAC experts urging synergies during 
Covid-19 crisis: Is anyone listening?

A 
BURST of activity can be 
said to be taking place 
at various levels of the 
East African Community, 

firstly as part of its daily activity as 
constituting numerous think tank 
points for economic and social spheres 
in East Africa. This routine function is 
now being complemented with the 
sense of urgency, in the face of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which for starters 
it has just complemented another 
crisis EAC was battling, a desert locust 
invasion from the north-east.  That’s 
plenty for a few months.

The latest call is one which says 
that airlines of the EAC can actually 
convert their passenger planes to cargo 
for a while, as no one knows when 
skies will be opened for business and 
other routine travel.  Even without 
formal restrictions on getting out of 
the country or obtaining a visa to 
another country, everyone knows 
that the process will be compounded 
with difficulties. A 14 day mandatory 
quarantine isn’t in good taste for most 
business travelers, especially as it also 
enhances chances of infection on the 
part of an individual, put in restrained 
premises with equally risky individuals, 
etc.

Converting passenger aircraft for 
airlifting cargo is like adopting a 
taxi hire for supermarket purchases 
because of an effective lockdown. It 
is an effort to minimize involvement 
of individuals in procuring supplies 
from outside, where aircraft crew 
only need to remain in the plane as it 
is self-sufficient, obtain goods and fly 
off to where they came from. It is an 
environment they are more familiar 
with, and even if they don’t move 
in and out of planes easily, they can 
phone home, talk to visitors.

Dr Peter mathuki, Executive Director 
of the East African Business Council 
released a dispatch outlining the 
synergies, where a point that could 

be underscored is that if they link 
their planes with cargo needs of other 
countries, the flights could be coming 
to the region on a regular basis (say 
daily) from different parts of the 
world. In those points of departure, 
other synergies can be organized by 
transporters or logistical companies 
to bring goods to the relevant airliner, 
what travelling businessmen are often 
the ones charged with doing. And this 
is done on mobile phone, email, twitter.

The catch-22 in Dr mathuki’s 
suggestion all the same is that countries 
will need to operate on a unified borders 
sense of delivery so that it works. Goods 
should be delivered to East African 
destination without discrimination, 
and freight to a particular capital or 
city can afterwards be organized. It is 
fairly easy to see it works.

It is not clear if any of this is within the 
working schedule of top bureaucrats in 
each of the partner states, or it is just 
the business community or experts 
thereof appearing to be imagining 
things. As the EABC consultant and 
executive asserts, it is now the moment 
of dropping the ‘business as usual’ 
attitude of inter-state competition and 
non-tariff barriers. These will be allies 
of public woes during this period of 
severely constrained international 
travel and diminishing retail or 
wholesale activity as well.

At the consultant noted, there is 
already a framework that the EAC 
needs to adopt for this operational 
framework to be feasible, namely 
to decide on implementation of 
International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) operational guidelines for 
ground handling during the ongoing 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Logistical challenges in the wake of 
non-travel need making planes more 
usable and trips more feasible, thus use 
hired delivery and broadened entry 
points where delivery and type plane 
are easily cleared. 

Inmi Patterson

Fred Kafeero
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Africa’s unique opportunity for post-pandemic rejuvenation
By Mamphela Ramphele  

I
t has taken a tiny organism, SarS-
CoV-2, to get even the most con-
servative traditionalists to accept 
that state institutions are essen-

tial to mobilising national resources 
to protect and promote the common 
good.  the fragilities of neoliberal eco-
nomics have been laid bare.  

Institutional capacity in public 
health care systems, law enforcement 
and regulatory agencies, as well as 
the capacity of the state to comman-
deer production of essential goods 
and services, have become decisive 
interventions in this pandemic. British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, whose 
conservative government had for 
years underfunded the public sector, 
confirmed this unequivocally when he 
thanked the National Health Service 
(NHS) for saving his life after he was 
hospitalised with the coronavirus.

We have President Cyril ramaphosa 
to thank for his leadership in mobilis-
ing national, continental and global 
public and private resources to en-
hance our capacity to tackle this pan-
demic. 

the admirable collaboration be-
tween public and private health care 
institutions has laid an important 
foundation for a well resourced and 
run National Health Insurance (NHI) 
system. We can learn from Britain’s 
NHS about what works and what 
doesn’t, so we can build our NHI on a 
firmer footing.

there is no wisdom in hankering 
after the old socio-economic develop-
ment models that brought us to the 
multi-layered global crises (climate, 
health and socio-economic) we face 
today. Post-pandemic socio-economic 
restructuring has to go beyond tra-
ditional notions of privatising state-
owned enterprises and smaller gov-
ernment. 

the entire global socio-economic 
system we have relied on has been 
exposed as fragile and a threat to both 
rich and poor in our society. No econ-
omy can prosper while excluding the 
energies and talents of the majority 
of its youthful population, as we have 

done since 1994.
We need to transform our economic 

and social relationships to build an in-
clusive prosperous democracy where 
wellbeing for all people and the planet 
are sustainably promoted. 

Such a system would have to dis-
pense with traditional ideological 
hangovers of pitting the private and 
public sectors against each other. We 
have to leverage the strengths of our 
very well developed private sector 
while broadening its base, recognising 
that its narrow base is a weakness and 
a missed opportunity for the entire 
society.

the future of the global economy 
lies in innovative enterprises that 
service the needs of local communi-
ties, as well as those of the nation and 
beyond, in mutually supportive ways. 
Lessons from China and other suc-
cessful east asian countries show how 
leveraging the strengths of both pri-
vate and public sectors enabled them 
to build solid resilient systems able to 
withstand crises.

Small, medium and microenter-
prises have struggled to thrive in our 
society. this is largely because of both 
legal and institutional biases against 
them that undermine their access to 
credit and other essential support. 
Why should these enterprises be le-
gally permitted to only access no more 
than a tiny two-and-a-half percent of 
assets held by major funds, despite be-
ing estimated to account for 98.5% of 
the formal economy and provide 28% 
of jobs? We need to fundamentally re-
think this approach as we restructure 
our economy and strengthen support 
for sustainable livelihoods in all local 
communities across the country. 

the Covid-19 crisis presents an in-
valuable opportunity for africa to 
take advantage of its diaspora and get 
ahead of yet another round of coloni-
alism in the new world order. the rise 
of nations leveraging the diaspora and 
minds of its people is well evidenced 
by the Jewish in the development of 
Israel; the Indians, especially the ones 
in the uS, spearheading the techno-
logical revolution of India; and the 
Chinese contributing immensely to 

the development of the modern China 
through the ‘Bamboo network’.

africa’s leaders need not despair nor 
look too far for african minds commit-
ted to developing practical strategic 
ways to integrate existing progressive 
policies and to innovate. Young afri-
can leaders across the continent are 
a responsive catalyst ready to be lev-
eraged in the efforts to overcome the 
global Covid-19 crisis.

tim akano, a Nigerian entrepre-
neur, reflecting on lessons the global 
lockdown has for africa, concluded in 
an online article that african leaders 
are the only ones who have the obliga-
tion to focus on promoting the conti-
nent’s interests. 

africa needs to harness its compara-
tive advantages – people and natural 
assets – to shape a future that leap-
frogs a traditional linear development 
model that condemns us to servicing 
the needs of others in a lopsided glob-

al economy.
I have taken the liberty of modifying 

the seven points he listed as “must-
dos” for africa to emerge out of this 
emergency stronger:

•	 We	 must	 strengthen	 and	 ac-
tivate the aCfta – africa Continental 
free trade agreement – and use it 
as a basis for negotiating with China. 
fifty-two countries cannot relate with 
China on an individual basis and hope 
to get a fair, equitable deal.

•	 We	need	a	single	currency	in	
africa (afrO) – not the West africa’s 
eCO which the french have contami-
nated. the world currency battle will 
begin after the lockdown as China and 
russia are bent on overthrowing the 
dollar hegemony. What will strength-
en africa’s economy is to have its own 
currency through which we can trade 
in one african market.

•	 The	 race	 for	 the	 4th	 Indus-
trial revolution is open to all people 

– including africans. No country has 
hegemony yet. african youths are hun-
gry and competent enough to com-
pete with their Chinese and american 
counterparts provided we make the 
right investment in infrastructure. the 
rwanda-based programme initiated 
by Prof Neil turok’s african Institute 
of Mathematical Sciences (aIMS) is a 
great base.

•	 Africa	must	insist	on	fair	and	
equitable trade deals (50/50) with 
China, going forward. the good news 
is that China’s own experience over 
the years has demonstrated just how 
effective this is to build local capacity. 
China’s monopoly of the global sup-
ply chain has caused a huge dis-equi-
librium. this does not augur well for 
peaceful coexistence.

•	 The	African	Union	(AU)	must	
insist on China writing off africa’s 
$145-billion debt once the pandemic is 
under control. this is the only way af-

rica can breathe! How will africa come 
up with $8-billion in annual interest af-
ter the lockdown caused by China? af-
rica should also take advantage of the 
IMf/World Bank proposed debt write-
off. China borrowed very strategically 
from the World Bank in the 1990s in 
order to access technical capacity to 
sustainably develop its own national 
priorities. It never begged for aid from 
the West. 

then why should we depend on 
debt and aid to grow? african leaders 
should desist from going cap-in-hand 
looking for aid from russia, China, 
america, Japan, India and Brazil. af-
rica has enough resources to build a 
modern civilization for itself.

•	 According	 to	 McKinsey	 re-
search, the Chinese love to go on vaca-
tion abroad and they were projected 
to spend about $250-billion in 2020. 
african countries should target 50% 
of China’s tourism spend by building 
modern amusement and sustainable 
natural and wildlife parks across the 
continent, while modernising other 
infrastructure accordingly.

•	 Africa’s	greatest	 strength	 lies	
in the economic power and technical 
know-how of africans in the diaspora. 
africa should plan to build six modern 
cities to accommodate its citizens cur-
rently in the diaspora and incentivise 
them to return home.

South africa needs to take advan-
tage of our president’s term as chair 
of the african union to strengthen our 
continental links, not as leaders but as 
partners with other countries to ac-
tualise the african free trade agree-
ment.  

We need to strategically leverage the 
unique advantage of africa – a demo-
graphic endowment of a young popu-
lation of 800 million. Investing in the 
talents and energies of these young 
people is essential to building a formi-
dable continental platform of innova-
tion and creative industries, as part of 
the restructuring of our continental 
economies for the 21st century in the 
post-coronavirus era.

this is a moment of great opportu-
nity and we dare not let it slip through 
our fingers.

Dr Mamphela Ramphele

2,000 trained Ebola contact tracers being 
sidelined for 6,000 new Covid-19 ‘recruits’

 By Mosoka P. Fallah 

I 
HaVe tried to remain focus 
on the COVID-19 response 
over the past several weeks 
as I am convinced that if 

it becomes explosive it would 
cause irreversible damage to our 
very existence as a people and 
as a country. I have remained 
silent while working 20 hours a 
day when a few journalist wrote 
that I should not be confirmed 
because I prevented Liberians 
from getting their just benefits 
from the ebola virus. While this 
accusation was laughably unfair 
to me, I chose to remain silent. 
My silence was never an admis-
sion of guilt but I felt that the 
lives of the 4.5 million Liberians 
rest on my conscience and on 
the heads of other like-minded 
colleagues who are active in this 
Coronavirus response.

I am now constrained to re-
spond to the article written by 
rodney Sieh on april 11, 2020, 
the publisher of the front-
Page africa under an article 
captioned, “LIBerIa: 2,000 
traINeD eBOLa CONtaCt 
traCerS BeING SIDeLINeD 
fOr 6,000 NeW COVID-19 ‘re-
CruItS’

In this article he intimated 
that we failed to recruit 2.000 
trained contact tracers for 
COVID-19 response and that 
the 6,000 persons recruited by 
the MCC/NPHIL team are more 
than all of the teams across the 
country. He further went on to 
write that prior to taking over 
as Director General of NPHIL, I 
was head of an NGO, named and 
style rescue Place International 
and the my NGO has become a 
party to this efforts to recruit 
the 6,000 active case finders, 

which according to the article, 
presents a potential conflict of 
interest. It was also reported 
that the Community-based Ini-
tiative (CBI) that I founded dur-
ing the ebola was now being 
sidelined for the MCC.

In the next few paragraphs, 
I will attempt to address the is-
sues raised in this article and 
offer clarity. I am convinced that 
information cited in the article 
was provided by corrupt and 
misguided individuals with no 
credibility. .

Conflict of Interest and using 
rescue Place International to 
benefit from the recruitment of 
the 6,000 active case finders

I had hoped that my learned 
publisher would have taken the 
time to grant me a fair chance to 
explain myself and my patriotic 
contribution to our dear coun-
try Liberia without any con-
flict of interest. firstly, none of 
the employees of refuge Place 
International works with the 
COVID-19 response team. they 
are currently involved with the 
management of our NGO clin-
ics. Secondly, I did not transi-
tion from the founder/CeO 
of refuge Place to my current 
position as Director General of 
NPHIL. I was appointed as the 
Deputy Director for technical 
Services by former President 
ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, after I 
helped to build NPHIL. from 
my appointment in 2017 until I 
was asked by His excellency Dr. 
George Manneh Weah to serve 
as Director General, I was paid 
by PreVaIL Liberia and did not 
take a single dime from National 
Government as salary.

thirdly, I founded refuge 
Place	International	in	Kentucky,	
uSa, when I was doing my doc-

torate to help to bring health 
care to poor Liberians. Since, my 
returned to Liberia in 2013, my 
board and I have completed 2 
clinics that treated over 50,000 
patients for free during the eb-
ola outbreak. We are construct-
ing additional 2 clinics in Mont-
serrado County, 1 in lower Bong 
County and 1 in Lofa County. We 
have provided free lenses to over 
2,000 students. all the funds 
for these projects have come 
from two major sources. royer 
Charitable foundation started 
supporting me since 2014, with 
the initial 3,000 uS dollars, 
and increased it to $120,000 in 
2019. the second major funder 
is Liberia Mercy Partners that 
provides us $1000.00 uS dollars 
every month and in february of 
2020 made a single donation of 
$10,000 so we could build more 
clinics to serve our people. 
there have been some support 
from my classmates and board 
members in the uS who be-
lieved in my humanitarian work 
in Liberia. When the COVID-19 
preparedness began in Decem-
ber, of 2019, I quickly realized 
that we needed to quickly mo-
bilize funds to enhance the sur-
veillance at the rIa. Since funds 
was slow in coming, I instructed 
one of our workers to withdraw 
$10,000 from refuge Place In-
ternational account and later 
withdrew an additional $5000 
to support the response. I have 
kept their receipts and hope to 
seek reimbursements later.

6,000 active case finders 
over 2000 contact tracers and 
greater than all

Contact tracers from the 15 
counties. Other health profes-
sionals are left out.

Contact tracing is involves 

contact identification and contact fol-
low up. Contact tracing is a passive 
process that first waits for a case to be 
identified. When I deferred my trip 
back to the uSa in 2014 to help my 
country fight the ebola crisis, I realized 
that contact tracing would never be 
sufficient to end the ebola outbreak. I 
then initiated community-level active 
case finding using the tuberculosis 
model. there was nothing written at 
the time, I had to adapt the model to 
Liberia. at the height of the ebola out-
break, there were 5,700 active case 
finders and over 300 support teams. 
these were students, teachers, Imams, 
pastors, community leaders and even 
a	75	year	old	Kissi	governor.	Due	to	the	
moderate rate of transmission of ebola, 
we had 1 active case finders to cover 50 
households to check for the sick, the 
dead and provide awareness. for the 

population of 1.3 million people the 
5,700 active case finders was sufficient 
to ensure that all cases and the sick in 
Liberia were found and turned over to 
the contact tracers.

However, if you compare the trans-
mission rates of ebola to COVID-19, 
you will realize that the rate of trans-
mission of the COVID19 is higher than 
ebola. Since, 1976 when ebola was first 
discovered to 2020, there has been 
about 37,000 cases with an average of 
50% deaths. However, from December, 
2019 to april, 2020, COVID-19 has had 
1,793,728 cases and 110,196 deaths. as 
a result of these factors, we have real-
ized that we would need 15,000 active 
case finders to support the 2000 con-
tact tracers. Given the fact that there is 
a higher risk of infection and the spe-
cial protection it requires to do active 
case finding, we proposed one active 

case finder to cover 20 houses a day to 
check for the sick and provide aware-
ness messages every day for the next 
three months. We took into consid-
eration that Montserrado County has 
1,500,000 people and, at 5 persons per 
household, we determined that there 
are 300,000 households in Montser-
rado County. Hence, we would need 
15,000 active case finders to cover the 
entire Montserrado County. thus, the 
6,000 active case finders was a wel-
come opportunity for us and would 
need to work closely with the Mont-
serado County Health team (MCHt) 
and incorporate other health work-
ers. Montserrado County needs an ad-
ditional 9,000 active case finders to 
identify all of the potential cases and 
contain the current spread.

the second point is the confusion 
between active case finders and con-
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By Guardian Reporter

letsHeGo Holdings limited 
(letshego Group) has set aside 
580m/- to support the sub- saha-
ran countries to fight against coro-
navirus pandemic.

already the financial institution 

has donated 33m/- tanzania’s na-
tional Relief Fund CoViD-19. the 
donation was presented to the 
Minister of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, elderly 
and Children, Ummy Mwalimu 
last Friday.

letshego’s Group Chief execu-

tive, andrew okai  said coronavi-
rus affects the societies ad they 
need to work together and sup-
port each other to mitigate the 
negative impact of this pandemic.

okay said letshego remains 
committed to doing all it can to 
support our customers through 

these tough economic times.
He said the pan-african lender 

with a presence in 11 sub saha-
ran markets  intended to support 
national efforts in preventing the 
spread of the virus, caring for 
those infected with the virus, as 
well as sustaining local economic 

Letshego extends relief to customers and communities amid COVID-19
activity.

letshego continues to 
partner with local govern-
ment and health authorities 
to advocate official health 
guidelines, as well as align 

with international health ad-
vice from organizations such 
as the world Health organi-
zation and the Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.  letshego employees 

and customers have access 
to the latest facts and health 
information in an effort to 
collaborate in combatting 
the Coronavirus across let-
shego’s footprint markets.

Letshego Tanzania (Faidika) Limited accountant Julieth Kileo (2nd-R) presents over a dummy cheque for 33m/- to Health, Community Development, 
Gender, Elderly and Children minister  Ummy Mwalimu (2nd L) to support the fight against Covid-19. Right is the firm’s acting CEO,  Andrew Lyimo, 
and left is lawyer Kenedy Lyimo. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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We must act now to prevent food riots
By  Marius Oosthuizen   
 

O
ur problem is not that we don’t have 
enough food in South africa. Our 
problem is that the food is only avail-
able to those who have cash, and the 

poorer you are, the less likely you are to live 
near a retailer.  

It pains me to write this, but unless certain 
actions are taken soon, we will drift towards 
a worst-case scenario during Covid-19.

first, the president has done a superb 
job to get the nation moving proactively in 
response to the pandemic. Health Minister 
Zweli Mkhize too has been a godsend in his 
portfolio at this time, and with his team, has 
done well to stem the spread of the virus.

Let’s applaud the command structure for 
the job done to date, and then get on with 
the job still to be done – steering the country 
through the triple challenges of economic 
incapacity, social vulnerability and rising 
frustration.

Criminality 
Gauteng education MeC Panyaza Lesu-

fi this weekend lamented the 55 schools van-
dalised and burgled during the lockdown. 
While Lesufi bemoaned the damage done 
to education infrastructure, Police Minister 
Bheki Cele condemned the looting of 16 liq-
uor stores in the Western Cape during the 
same period.

forty-one arrests have now been made in 
Gauteng in relation to the school break-ins.

Meanwhile, Port elizabeth, Cape town and 
Limpopo have begun to see riotous crowds 
looting convenience stores. these are worry-
ing trends.

However, insecurity at street level is not 
our only problem.

Running low on food
around eight million children in South 

africa depend on the school-based food 
programmes of the Department of Social 

down a few doors. But something else 
happens. the community loses trust 
in the armed forces and the legitimacy 
of the state evaporates. 

Next, the democratically elected 
president announces a State of emer-
gency. It feels like 1985, only this time 
the enemy is our own ineptitude.

Avoid the downward spiral
Once we allow the looting of spaza 

shops, we will have to deal with the 
burning of delivery trucks. Once it 
comes to that, the SaPS will securitise 
the streets and institute roadblocks. 
the community will roll stones onto 
the roads, taking control of their 

“likes”, has been retweeted 1,300 times 
and viewed 117,400 times worldwide.

What this portrays to the world is 
that South africa is broken and will fall 
apart during this crisis. It magnifies 
our faults and generalises our fault-
lines. It obscures the good that is in 
our society. But to complain about the 
discontents of social media is to miss 
the point.

We need to arrest the decline, now, 
before it becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.

Emergency measures, before the 
emergency

In the same way that we proactively 
responded to the looming health pan-
demic, we need to respond now to the 
food riots before they happen.

We can do this by creating a national 
food security task team, headed by 
two representatives from the govern-
ment, two from business and two from 
civil society.

We can give them a presidential 
mandate to convene the social part-
ners, to mobilise the resources and 
develop a nationwide food parcel and 
voucher distribution strategy for im-
mediate implementation.

We can partner NGOs with church-
es, businesses with communities, and 
government can facilitate the integra-
tion of these responses. We can use the 
crisis as a call to society-wide action to 
ensure that the only thing we need to 
fight is the virus.

If we do so, we can avert the na-
tional disaster which the president has 
already pre-emptively declared. If we 
fail to act, we will sleepwalk deeper 
into the disaster as another day of in-
action passes.

Development. this week, activists urged Basic edu-
cation Minister angie Motshekga to restart the pro-
grammes, which were suspended nationwide dur-
ing the lockdown.

What have these children been eating? they have 
probably survived on the welfare of social grant re-
cipients, who themselves are under pressure.

What about the millions of undocumented mi-
grant workers in South africa? they have probably 
been scrounging for meals from friends, who them-
selves have been unable to work for more than two 
weeks.

Our problem is not that we don’t have enough 
food in South africa. Our problem is that the food 
is only available to those who have cash, and the 
poorer you are, the less likely you are to live near a 
retailer.

It is up to the informal retail distribution channels, 
such as spaza shops, to reach you.

Pay now, or pay later
finance Minister tito Mboweni announced that he 

is contemplating an extension of social grants to in-
clude a basic income grant. Well, the minister better 
think quickly, because I suspect most food shelves 
were emptied out during the easter weekend, and 
this coming weekend there will be a reckoning.

South africa has a choice between paying for 
these social ills now, in the form of fiscal largesse 
which puts cash in people’s pockets and food on 
their tables, or paying for them later in the form of 
social unrest.

tear gas, rubber bullets and hungry crowds
for all the bravado by the SaNDf’s General Solly 

Shoke, who in a speech last week in tshwane said 
the army and police will take a tough stance with-
out reverting to “skop en donner” tactics, I doubt the 
hungry crowds will be intimidated by tear gas and 
rubber bullets.

Instead, conflict makes a hungry person an angry 
person. What happens in Manenberg or Diepsloot 
extension 2 after a crowd of hungry youths torch a 
Casspir with three soldiers inside?

Of course, the police and SaNDf will put on a 
brave face, announce stricter measures and kick 

neighbourhoods, and burn tyres to obstruct their visibility 
from the onlooking securocrats.

Once these us-and-them postures are in place, running 
battles turn to reprisals.

In this environment, no food comes into the parts of town 
where it is needed most. the private sector clams up to pro-
tect themselves and the poor suffer more than anyone else.

Saving what is left of our national reputation
a recently retweeted video I found after a twitter search 

for the word “looting”, contains Ian Cameron’s footage of 
the looting of a South african liquor store. the video was 
tweeted on 9 april by the uK’s polariser-in-chief, Katie Hop-
kins, who asked, “How far away is NYC and London from 
this?”

She called our looting “civil unrest”.
the tweet has so far received 761 comments and 2,700 

By  Omphemetse S Sibanda  
  

W
Hat the country 
now fears are Cov-
id-19 responses by 
law enforcement 

agencies that threaten the safety 
and security of communities. 

Dear President Cyril ramapho-
sa,

Covid-19 seemingly is ap-
proaching the high lethal levels of 
the influenza pandemic of 1918-
1919 — and it might get even worse 
if there is a secondary outbreak. 
You probably are inundated with 
calls to lift or soften the lockdown. 
I do not envy you your position, 
particularly considering the state-
ment made on 12 March 2020 by 
the director-general of the World 
Health Organisation, tedros ad-
hanom, warning that “countries 
that decide to give up on funda-
mental public health measures 
may end up with a larger prob-
lem and a heavier burden on the 
health system that requires more 
severe measures to control”.

But a new problem is emerg-
ing. What the country now has 
to fear are Covid-19 responses by 
law enforcement agencies that 
threaten the safety and security 
of communities. Specifically, al-
leged misconduct by some mem-
bers of the South african National 
Defence force (SaNDf) and the 
South african Police Services 
(SaPS) is detracting from the 
good job you have been doing 
since the start of the country’s 
Covid-19 response.

“Sic utere tuo ut alterum non 
laedas” and “salus publica su-
prema lex est”: Mr President, you 
are schooled in law and I hope 
will understand my reference to 
the two principles that democra-
cies based on the rule of law use 
to justify and sustain the powers 
of public health law enforcement 
agencies. Sic utere tuo ut alterum 
non laedas (use that which is 
yours so as not to injure others) 
and salus publica suprema lex est 
(public wellbeing is the supreme 
law).

It would seem South africa is 
backsliding from these principles 
and also from the rule of law and 
human rights in general since the 
introduction of a law enforce-
ment dimension to the Covid-19 
response. Several articles and 
commentaries have been written 
about Covid-19 and the duties of 
governments to ensure citizens’ 
and residents’ rights to health are 

protected. the question on the 
lips of many is whether the lock-
down is working and whether it is 
the best solution. and the govern-
ment is urged to start looking for 
alternatives.

Some reports indicate a worry-
ing trend of human rights abus-
es. “Like the SaNDf members 
who walked into a man’s home, 
opened his fridge, found a beer, 
and then beat him to death with 
sjamboks. Just like our slave mas-
ters used to do. Nine people have 
been killed by police and SaNDf 
brutality since lockdown. On 3 
april, 30 cases of misconduct 
were registered at IPID,”   read 
one open letter to you, Mr Presi-
dent, published by Daily Maver-
ick.

Others have branded the im-
plementation of the lockdown as 
akin to having placed South afri-
can democracy in the emergency 
room. Shades of the apartheid era 
are beginning to rear their heads.

“there the police and the army 
have behaved in ways indistin-
guishable from and reminiscent 
of the dark days of PW Botha’s 
successive states of emergency 
in the eighties,” reads a concern 
about implementation of the ex-
tended lockdown.

as if we were back in time 
during the apartheid period of 
yellow police vans pouncing on 
villages and shebeens, we have 
seen visuals of the SaPS and/or 
SaNDf spilling drums and bottles 
of umqombothi (traditional afri-
can beer) without thinking such 
actions might be seen as heavy-
handed.

I had flashbacks to the growth 
of the “european beer” industry 
following the lifting of prohibition 
on the sale of so-called european 
liquor to africans in the early 
1960s while, on the other hand, 
african beer was banned by the 
1927 Liquor act. Interestingly, in 
1937, the Johannesburg munici-
pality assumed the monopoly to 
brew traditional beer and banned 
africans from brewing umqom-
bothi and other african concoc-
tions. One cannot even keep one 
bottle of beer in the fridge for the 
fear of being brutalised by the 
SaNDf, who illegally gain force-
ful entry into houses and impose 
their own – and not yours, Mr 
President – ban on the drinking of 
beer in the comfort of our homes.

acts of violence against the 
citizens and residents of our great 
republic heighten the fear that 

engulfs the country. People are 
asking what is next to come, on 
30 april 2020. Is there going to 
be another extension of the lock-
down? Or is the President going 
to step up the tempo through an 
act of Parliament that declares 
a state of emergency, based on 
section 37 of the Constitution, ac-
cording to which a state of emer-
gency may be declared when the 
life of the nation is threatened by 
war, invasion, general insurrec-
tion, disorder, natural disaster or 
other public emergencies?

Some may argue that Covid-19 
does not present any sustain-
able justification to trigger sec-
tion 37 of the Constitution. In my 
view, a health pandemic of the 
magnitude of the 1918 influenza 
pandemic and now Covid-19 is 
a public health emergency that 
calls for public health emergency 
powers allowing the government 
to take extraordinary powers to 
protect the citizens and to flexibly 
respond to the Covid-19 risks situ-
ations without having to strictly 
adhere to ordinary legal stand-
ards and processes.   Moreover, 
the Constitution provides no 
definition of “other public emer-
gency”, leaving it to the governor 
to determine what constitutes an 
emergency.

the sometimes barbaric acts 
suffered by communities – in 
most cases poor and historically 
black communities – at the hands 
of the country’s security forces 
are worrying. It is because of such 
acts of criminality against citizens 
in the name of enforcing the lock-
down that many are starting to 
doubt if the extension of the lock-
down is legal. this is in addition 
to the constitutionality of some of 
the initial lockdown regulations 
being questioned.

Communitarian bases for sub-
ordination of individual rights

It is beyond any argumentation 
that the communitarian bases of 
the South african legal system 
and constitutional order give 
support for the subordination 
of individual rights during this 
dark time of Covid-19, because it 
is necessary for the preservation 
of common good – which in this 
case is public health. It is for this 
reason that people in South af-
rica have subjected themselves to 
quarantines and lockdowns. But 
that does not mean people must 
allow our country to become an-
other of the despotic and milita-
rised african countries, a country 

where little people do not matter. reign 
in your troops, Mr President, you are the 
commander-in-chief.

the world is no longer operating in the 
beginning period of the 20th century, 
when there was a belief that rapid action 
by law enforcement agencies was neces-
sary to preserve health, even if those ac-
tions infringed on individual freedoms. 
there are legal, social, economic and 
ideological imperatives and transforma-
tions that call for the limitation of such 
powers.

the actions of the SaNDf and the 
SaPS have brought about profound 
changes in societal perceptions of the 
relative weight of individual rights vis-à-
vis state powers during this lockdown. 
take a moment, Mr President, and find 
ways to recalibrate the role of the SaNDf 
and the SaPS in the enforcement of the 
lockdown.

I do not need to remind you that on 
16 March 2020 the uN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human rights called 
on states to “avoid overreach of security 
measures in their response to the coro-
navirus outbreak” and reminded them 
that “emergency powers should not be 
used to quash dissent”. It also reminded 
governments that “any emergency re-
sponses to the coronavirus must be pro-
portionate, necessary and non-discrimi-
natory”.

the uN experts called on governments 
“to prevent such excessive powers to be-
come hardwired into legal and political 
systems; restrictions should be narrowly 
tailored and should be the least intrusive 
means to protect public health”. they 
encouraged states “to remain steadfast 
in maintaining a human rights-based ap-
proach to regulating this pandemic, in or-
der to facilitate the emergence of healthy 
societies with rule of law and human 
rights protections”.

Where is the proportionality and ra-
tionality of Covid-19 responses?

all individuals are entitled to human 
rights and should respect the human 
rights of others. the right to privacy, for 
example, is one of the rights that is com-
ing into sharp focus because of the Cov-
id-19 surveillance responses our govern-
ment has introduced.

Human rights groups including Hu-
man rights Watch, amnesty Interna-
tional, access Now, Privacy International, 
and 103 other organisations   (includ-
ing unwanted Witness of uganda, Me-
dia rights agenda of Nigeria and Open 
Data Institute Privacy International, for 
example) released a joint statement on 
2 april 2020 calling on governments to 
be cautious in their use of digital surveil-
lance technologies to fight the Covid-19 
pandemic to respect human rights. the 
joint statement reads, in part, that “sur-
veillance measures adopted to address 
the pandemic must be lawful, necessary 
and proportionate. they must be pro-
vided for by law and must be justified 
by legitimate public health objectives, 
as determined by the appropriate public 
health authorities, and be proportion-
ate to those needs… We cannot allow the 
Covid-19 pandemic to serve as an excuse 
for indiscriminate mass surveillance.”

Mr President, as a lawyer you are 
aware that lockdown regulations do not 
enjoy any form of a presumption of con-
stitutional validity. therefore, the South 
african Covid-19 regulations cannot be 
allowed to descend into “sledgehammer” 
measures as opined by advocate tembe-
ka Ngcukaitobi SC.

Mr President, I do not believe you de-
liberately released on your people en-
forcers with sledgehammers. But only 
you, supported by the Minister of Police 
and the Minister of Justice, can stop the 
killing of your fellow South africans. 

Please go back to the drawing board to 
determine if the current and future regu-
lations are rational and their enforce-
ment proportional. Is the lockdown and 
its enforcement compliant with the re-
quirements of the limitation clause of the 
Constitution? that is the question that 
should underscore all Covid-19 respons-
es moving forward.

as you are aware, Mr President, pro-
portionality has many formulations, and 
built into it is the principle of rational-
ity. the implication of proportionality, 
which was eloquently stated in one of the 
first cases of the Constitutional Court of 
South africa, S v Zuma 1995 4 BCLr 401 
(CC) 419, and later fully adopted by the 
same court in the death penalty case of S 
v Makwanyane 1995 3 Sa 391 (CC), are the 
following pillars:

	 •	 The	 policy	 or	 regu-
lation interfering with the right must 
pursue a legitimate goal (legitimate goal 
stage). When formulating, adding or 
amending the regulations you or your 
team must ask the following questions: 
Which goals are and which are not le-
gitimate? from the onset, crime control 
is not the legitimate goal of the Covid-19 
lockdown regulations. Clearly, public 
health protection and promotion are the 
over-riding goals of the lockdown regula-
tions;

•	  There	must	be	a	rational	con-
nection between the regulations and the 
achievement of the goal. In other words, 
interference with rights must be a suit-
able means of achieving the Covid-19 re-
sponse goal, at least to a small extent;

•	 The	 law	 must	 be	 necessary	 in	
that there is no less intrusive but equally 
effective alternative (necessity stage). So, 
for example, banning the sale of liquor 
serves a legitimate goal of promoting the 
lockdown and social distancing to stop 
the spread of Covid-19 and associated 
risks. However, beating up people drink-
ing alcohol in the comfort of their homes 
amounts to extra-judicial banning of 
drinking alcohol and does not have any 
rational connection to the legitimate goal 
of preventing the spread of Covit-19. It 
must be called for what it is: dictatorship 
justice. It is not necessary to seize, forfeit 
and destroy a one-household liquor stash 
because the goal of keeping people from 
the streets is already achieved by the ban 
on the sale of liquor, unless the stash was 
bought in violation of the liquor ban or 
was used to host a group of friends and 
party-goers; and

•	 The	law	must	not	impose	a	dis-
proportionate burden on the right-hold-
er (balancing stage; proportionality in 
the strict sense). the question is whether 
the interference with the right is justified 
in light of the gain in the protection for 
the competing right or interest?

Please, Mr President, don’t let the military and police subvert the rule of law

A Tesco store is seen stripped of toilet paper amid warnings shoppers must avoid panic buying 
essentials
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By Guardian Reporter

IMPROVED production of sun-
flower oil will help the country 
curb 60 percent imports of edible 
oil which gobble over U$250 mil-
lions (over 577.6bn/-) per annum, a 
recent study has indicated.

The study ‘Progress Review of 
Industrialization in Tanzania’s Sun-
flower Sector,’ was conducted joint-
ly Dalberg, Southern Agricultural 
Growth Corridor of Tanzania (SAG-
COT), Agricultural Markets Devel-
opment Trust (AMDT), Agriculture 
Non-State Actors Forum (ANSAF) 
and Tanzania Agricultural Develop-
ment Bank backed by USAID fund-
ing, said the country’s sunflower 
sub-sector is transforming follow-
ing the government decision to 
offer tax incentives hence encour-
aged industrial investments.

According to the study, the 

2017/18 tax and trade reforms 
which excepted value added tax 
on agricultural processing equip-
ment which covered solvent extrac-
tion and refining equipment that is 
necessary to produce competitively 
priced sunflower oil, have boosted 
the sub-sector.

“At the same time, VAT exemption 
on sunflower seedcake came into 
effect to improve the economics for 
sunflower processors while the de-
cision to maintain the import tariff 
on palm oil - at 10 percent for crude 
palm oil and 25 percent for refined 
palm oil which competes with do-
mestically produced sunflower oil, 
has played an important role in im-
proving competitiveness to a great 
extent,” the report noted. 

It further said the tax and tariff 
changes made by the government 
have transformed the whole sub-
sector by prompting investors to 

Boost in production 
of sunflower set to 
reduce oil imports

Investment 

SAGCOT  chief executive Geoffrey Kirenga

By Guardian reporter

THE government has been 
requested to issue landing per-
mits of between 3-6 months 
and also lower airports charges 
by 50 percent to allow smooth 
horticultural produce exports 
from Kilimanjaro International 
Airport to European markets.

Taha Group CEO, Dr Jacque-
line Mkindi said currently the 
landing permits are issued for 
each incoming flight with rou-
tine airports charges imposed 
hence making it not only opera-
tionally cumbersome to apply, 
but also uncompetitive during 
the COVID-19 crisis.

Dr Mkindi said at Kiliman-
jaro International Airport over 
the weekend after successfully 
bringing a second Ethiopian Air-
lines cargo plane to airlift high-
value perishable commodities 
to overseas markets, the state 
need to support the hard cur-
rency earning industry by ad-
dressing such challenges.

“We are requesting our listen-
ing government to issue a long 
term landing permit to allow 
cargo freighters ship our perish-
able commodities to overseas 
markets at this darkest hour 
when almost all airlines are 
grounded,” Dr Mkindi said.

Mkindi made the plea to 
Agriculture Minister, Japhet 

Hasunga and Deputy Minister 
for Works, Transport and Com-
munication, Atashasta Nditiye 
who witnessed the second car-
go plane carrying local horticul-
tural commodities to European 
markets.

“This mode of transporta-
tion keeps shelves of European 
supermarkets stocked with our 
fresh vegetables, fruits as well as 
spices and flowers while bring-
ing us foreign currency and 
saves Tanzanian jobs,” the Taha 
Group CEO argued. The second 
cargo flight loaded 32 metric 
tons of various horticultural 
produce and will be doing so 
thrice a week.  

“We shouldn’t allow cargo 
flights filled with life-saving hor-
ticultural foods grounded due 
to cumbersome and bureau-
cratic processes to secure oper-
ating permits. Not in our times, 
not into our great country,” she 
argued.

In addition, horticultural 
producers also need to get a ra-
diation certificate by submitting 
product samples for each con-
signment to Tanzania Atomic 
Energy Commission (TAEC) and 
has to pay 0.02 percent of total 
invoice value for each consign-
ment. “Although this require-
ment is mandatory for any food 
exports from Tanzania, it is not 
compulsory to any importing 

countries, making the docu-
ment irrelevant beyond our bor-
ders,” she lamented.

Responding to Mkindi’s re-
quests, Hasunga said in order 
to position the country’s key 
airports as being competitive, 
the government will surely look 
on the charges and lower them 
in order to attract more cargo 
flights to carry the commodities 
to global markets.

“All businesses, airports in-
cluded, are facing cutthroat 
competition. We are going to 
look at the airports charges and 
reduce them in order to be able 
to attract cargo planes to carry 
our exports,” Hasunga prom-
ised while Taha for securing the 
Ethiopian Airlines plane.

In his remarks to back Hasun-
ga’s promises,Nditiye said the 
government will purchase a car-
go plane to facilitate the export 
of horticultural produce as it 
seeks to transform the industry.

“We have set aside some mon-
ey in the 2020/21 financial year 
to purchase a cargo plane and 
we believe the equipment will 
quench long time exporters’ 
thirst to deliver horticultural 
produce directly to overseas 
markets from Tanzania,” said 
Engineer Nditiye.

“If all goes well, we will pay 
the first instalment to the cargo 
plane manufacturer come July 

2020. We want to serve horticul-
tural exporters year-round,” he 
said at a press conference held 
at KIA.

He pleaded with horticultural 

exporters from Arusha, Kili-
manjaro and Tanga to use the 
government’s state-of-the-art 
cold-room facility at KIA with 
a capacity to accommodate 110 

metric tonnes at ago, to reduce 
export costs.

Speaking at the same event, 
Managing Director of Vasso 
Agroventures Limited, Fons Ni-

jenhuis, said as a key exporter, 
the direct cargo plane will be 
an incentive to all investors in 
the horticulture industry of the 
country. 

Taha pleads with govt to ease horticultural exports permits

JOHANNESBURG 

A COMPANy believed to have hiked 
the price of face masks by 500% dur-
ing the coronavirus epidemic has 
been sent to a South African court, 
and more prosecutions for suspected 
price gouging will follow, the compe-
tition watchdog said on Wednesday.

The Commission is investigating 
more than 300 complaints against re-
tailers and suppliers for over-charg-
ing essential commodities at a time 
when South Africa is already reeling 
under a shortage of medical supplies 
and equipment.

President Cyril Ramaphosa an-
nounced a 21-day lockdown from 
March 27 and later extended it 
to the end of April to contain the 
spread of coronavirus. South Af-
rica has already seen about 2 500 
coronavirus-led infections and 34 
deaths, according to the health min-
istry.

The lockdown has barred sale of 
non-essential items such as clothes, 
stationery and cosmetics but it also 
disrupted supply chains for grocer-
ies and other essential commodities 
such as sanitisers and medicines.

Most complaints of excessive 

pricing were related to hand sanitis-
ers and face masks, followed by toi-
let paper, flu medication and other 
products during the coronavirus 
outbreak, the Competition Commis-
sion said last month.

The Commission said the first 
case that was referred to the Com-
petition Tribunal was against Babel-
egi Workwear Overall Manufactur-
ers, which had hiked the price of 
face masks by more than 500%. 

The Tribunal – which makes rul-
ings and can prosecute cases – in-
tends to hear the matter next Fri-
day, the Commission said.

SA’s Compcom sends mask 
manufacturer to court for 
suspected price-gouging

Plea 

use hybrid seed, process the com-
modity into oil and thus increasing 
investments in sunflower agri-busi-
ness. “The seed sector has respond-
ed first by importation of hybrid 
seeds and now local production of 
such seeds has started,” the report 
added. 

Sunflower processors are invest-
ing in more than 50,000 metric 
tons of processing capacity and are 
demanding more sunflower seeds 
from farmers who continue to gain 
a steady income currently com-

pared to previous years when local 
farmers relied on recycled seeds with 
poor yields.

“Farmers can also use the high-
est yielding hybrid sunflower seeds 
which were previously imported 
thus expensive and scarce. However, 
Tanzanian companies have recently 
invested over $200,000 in growing 
hybrid seeds in Tanzania. In 2019, 50 
metric tons of hybrid seeds were pro-
duced locally,” the report added. 

SAGCOT CEO, Geoffrey Kirenga 
said, “Industrializing Tanzania’s sun-

flower sector helps the country com-
pete in international markets, creates 
jobs and transforms the economy 
and that this approach can serve as a 
model for other value chains in Tan-
zania.”

“This can also inspire other coun-
tries pursuing industrialization by 
industrializing the sunflower sector 
and replicating this success in other 
value chains,” Kirenga noted saying 
SAGCOT is part of the development 
of the value chain transformation in 
the country.

In addition, local production also 
includes 243 metric tons of improved 
sunflower variety popularly named 
as ‘Record,’ widespread adoption 
of improved seeds which an impor-
tant driver of increased production 
of sunflower oil in Tanzania making 
it one the largest producers of the 
commodity in Africa. The study fur-
ther reveals that private investment 
in seed multiplication has cut the 
price of high-yielding hybrid sun-
flower seeds by 60 percent thus in-
creasing productivity drastically.

sanctIons 

Agriculture minister, Japhet Hasunga (L) has a word with Works, Transport and Communications deputy minister Atashasta Nditiye (C) and Tahe Group CEO 
Dr Jacqueline Mkindi after seeing off the second Ethiopian Airlines cargo plane carrying local horticultural produce to European markets at Kilimanjaro 
International Airport at the weekend. Photo courtesy of Taha.

By Guardian Reporter
THREE public schools in Biharam-

ulo district of Kigoma region received 
desks, iron sheets, tables and chairs 
worth 15m/- courtesy of NMB Bank Plc.

The bank’s acting Lake Zone Man-
ager, Amos Mabusi said the donation 
is aimed at improving the learning 
environment at the public schools 
which are facing shortage of education 
materials.”This donation is part of the 
bank’s profits which we invest back 
into communities that support our 
business,” Mabusi said.

He said the donation which included 
56 iron sheets, 60 desks and 140 tables 
with chairs and went to Biharamulo B 
Primary School, Kalenge and Katahoka 
Secondary Schools is part of 1bn/- al-
located for investment in community 
projects by NMB Bank this year.

Mabusi said the bank’s support to 
communities targets education, health 
and relief aid against disasters. “We 
have targeted education and health 
sectors because these are areas which 
cater for the majority of the people 
and face many challenges in terms of 
facilities,” he noted.

The NMB Lake Zone Manager fur-
ther said in collaboration with Ministry 
of Education, the bank has sensitized 
more than 41,781 youth in primary and 
secondary schools on the need to save 
and plan for the future through a pro-
gram called, ‘Jifunze, jipange, wajibika.’

Biharamulo District Commissioner, 
Sada Mahunde commended NNB’s 
management and staff for regularly 
support community services in her 
district saying the latest donation will 
go a long way in preparing youths to 

play a role in the government’s indus-
trialization drive.

“We have a serious shortage of infra-
structure and materials in education 
and health sector in our district hence 
call upon other institutions to follow 
NMB’s example to support us,” Mahun-
de said while stressing that investing in 
social services is a priority for the gov-
ernment.

Acting District Education Officer for 
Biharamulo, Moris Rusasa seconded 
Mahude’s observation saying the dis-
trict has serious shortage of classrooms 
which currently stand at 23 for second-
ary schools only. “Our district which 
has 14,000 secondary school students 
from form one to six, has 2,000 desks 
deficiency and 124 teachers mainly for 
science and mathematics,” he noted.

Three public schools in Biharamulo 
given NMB 15m/- material donation

charIty 
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By Guardian Reporter

DubAi based emirates Air-
lines became the first global 
carrier to test passengers on-
site for coronavirus before 
boarding planes to their desti-
nation. 

in a statement, the carrier 
said in coordination with Dubai 
Health Authority, it started on-
site Covid-19 testing last week 

for passengers who flew to Tu-
nisia. The quick blood test was 
conducted by the DHA and re-
sults were available within 10 
minutes. This test was done at 
the airlines’ check-in area of 
Dubai international Airport Ter-
minal 3.

“The testing process has gone 
smoothly with innovative solu-
tions. This would have not been 
possible without the support of 

Dubai Airport and other govern-
ment authorities. we are work-
ing on plans to scale up testing 
capabilities in the future and 
extend it to other flights,” said 
emirates Chief Operating Of-
ficer, Adel Al Redha.

Al Redha added, “This will en-
able us to conduct on-site tests 
and provide immediate confir-
mation for emirates passengers 
travelling to countries that re-

quire COViD-19 test certificates. 
The health and safety of staff 
and passengers at the airport 
remain of paramount impor-
tance.”

Commenting on the exercise, 
DHA’s Director General, Humaid 
Al Qutami said the authority 
was glad to work with emirates 
on the successful implemen-
tation of rapid COViD-19 test-
ing at the airport for departing 

travellers.  “To tackle COViD-19, 
we have been proactively work-
ing with various governmental 
organisations and the private 
health sector and we have im-
plemented all necessary meas-
ures from public health protec-
tion to provision of high-quality 
health services in line with the 
latest international guidelines,” 
Al Qutami said. 

“we believe strongly that the 

most effective solutions require 
close partnerships with other 
public and private sector organ-
isations,” he noted. 

The airline’s check-in and 
boarding formalities have also 
been adapted with social dis-
tancing in mind with protective 
barriers being installed at each 
check-in desk to provide addi-
tional safety measures to pas-
sengers and employees during 

any interaction. Gloves, masks 
and hand sanitisers have been 
made mandatory for all employ-
ees at the airport.

Passengers are also required 
to wear their own masks when 
at the airport and on board the 
aircraft, and follow social dis-
tancing guidelines. emirates has 
modified its inflight services for 
health and safety reasons, the 
airlines stated in the statement

Emirates debuts on-site rapid COVID-19 testing for passengers

Emirates passengers take a rapid COVID-19 on-site test at Dubai International Airport Terminal 3. 

JOHANNESBURG 

HeAlTH Minister Zweli Mkhize has supported the recent 
banning of sales of cigarettes and alcohol during the lock-
down, as they had a negative impact on the health of people 
who had tested positive for coronavirus.

so far, cigarettes and alcohol sales have been tempo-
rarily banned in the country to assist government in 
curbing the rapid spread of the coronavirus. To date, a 
total number of 3 034 people have tested positive in 108 
021 tests conducted, and two more deaths have been re-
corded. 

The number of deaths has increased to 52. Alcohol 
Consumption May increase Odds of Getting COViD-19, 
says wHO. Alcohol sales have jumped since the pandem-
ic started. but the world Health Organization (wHO) says 
drinking may be putting people more at risk. Addressing 
the nation on saturday, Mkhize firstly highlighted that 
smoking caused to one’s health.

“it is something we discourage. Once you have Cov-
id-19 as an added infection, we believe that those who 
smoke are vulnerable because Covid-19 affects the ca-

Lockdown: 
Mkhize gives 
full support 
to cigarette, 
alcohol ban

Vodacom Foundation donates 2bn/- to COVID-19 kitty
By Guardian Reporter

in a bid to boost the government’s coronavirus armour, Vo-
dacom Foundation has donated 2bn/- to Minister for Health, 
Community Development, Gender, elderly and Children, 
ummy Mwalimu.

speaking after receiving a dummy cheque for the dona-
tion in Dar es salaam on Friday, Mwalimu commended the 
Vodacom Tanzania Plc for the gesture while calling for more 
concerted efforts in fighting the COViD-19 pandemic. 

“so far there are 147 people who have been affected by 
COViD-19, eleven people have been treated successfully with 
five reported deaths. Out of 131 remaining patients, 127 are 
doing well,” Mwalimu said noting that victims remain in 
quarantine because they are still testing positive.

in remarks made after handing over the paycheque, Voda-
com’s Managing Director, Hisham Hendi said the telco has 
taken preliminary in-house measures and in the community 

Vodacom managing director Hisham Hendi

Progress  

KIGALI 

RwAnDA Food and Drug Author-
ity (FDA) on Friday approved a list of 
more than 20 domestic companies 
that have been authorized to turn 
their facilities into production of per-
sonal protective equipment.

The companies will be producing 
barrier and surgical masks, as well 
as face shields, and this is expected 
to support the country to cut down 
on the imports of these equipment. 
Dr. Charles Karangwa, the Director 
General of Rwanda FDA told The new 
Times on saturday that the local com-
panies were given green light after 
thorough assessment.

“some (companies) have already 
been producing informally, so we 
have done an assessment and inspec-
tion of their premises to give them, 

and others a go-ahead,” he said. The 
companies include some of the big 
firms in production of garments like 
uTeXRwA, Pink Mango, Apparel Man-
ufacturing Group (AMG), Pharmalab, 
and burera Garments, to mention but 
a few.

“we are now largely relying on im-
ports, that’s why we needed to revise 
the situation. There are a lot of con-
straints to imports from outside,” the 
director noted. They are all expected 
to produce a combined 600,000 
masks per day.

Dr. Karangwa indicated that some 
countries like the united states and 
China have already put restrictions on 
exports of personal protective equip-
ment to protect their people. euro-
pean union, for instance, adopted a 
scheme last month to limit exports of 
medical supplies to other countries to 

ensure enough supply in the bloc.
The President of the european un-

ion ursula von der leyen said at the 
time that the eu adopted an export 
authorisation scheme for protective 
equipment. This means such medical 
goods can only be exported to non-eu 
countries with the explicit authoriza-
tion of eu governments.

The move by domestic firms to 
produce needed protective gear that 
helps in the fight against the spread of 
Covid-19 would go a long way to fill the 
vacuum left by countries like those in 
the eu. Other countries are following 
the same move under the African un-
ion Development Agency.

Apparel Manufacturing Group 
(AMG), one of the companies that has 
received green light, will put their 300 
machines and 500 tailors to work to 
exclusively produce masks. 

Diversification 

Over 20 Rwandan firms authorised 
to make COVID-19 protective gear

generosity 

coviD-19 

at large to support government ef-
forts to curb spreading of the pan-
demic.

“The Vodacom Tanzania Founda-
tion is making the donation to as-
sist the government in its efforts to 
combat the coronavirus outbreak 
by purchasing medical equipment 
and supplies.  we further extend 
our support to the government at 
all levels including Zanzibar Gov-
ernment and Mainland Tanzania’s 
regional and local government 
working directly with approved 
vendors and suppliers in delivering 
the needed assistance,” Hendi said.

Vodacom has been active in en-
suring its efforts to combat the 

outbreak of the Covid-19 reach the 
masses by working hand in hand 
with dedicated team of actors 
through the Ministry of Health to 
send over 100 million sMs to the 
telco’s subscriber base of 14 million 
people. 

“Vodacom can play a critical role 
in supporting society during this 
unprecedented time and is com-
mitted to doing its utmost during 
this rapidly evolving situation. we 
will endeavour to put measures in 
place to keep Tanzanians connect-
ed to their family and friends and 
to ensure businesses can continue 
to operate,” the Vodacom chief as-
sured.

He further emphasized the telco’s 
willingness and commitment to as-
sist the government in whatever 
way to successfully mobilises the 
public to take collective responsi-
bility in preventing the spread of 
the deadly virus.

“we trust that our efforts will be 
well received to support the govern-
ment at large in meeting the needs 
of the community that we serve, in 
these trying times,” Hendi added. 
Vodacom Tanzania Foundation is 
the corporate social responsibility 
of Vodacom Tanzania Plc with the 
mandate to provide public benefit 
to vulnerable groups with a focus 
on women and youth.

pacity of the lung to be able to process 
the normal day-today exchange of gas-
ses in the lungs. “we discourage people 
from smoking. i still have to find a good 
beneficial action that the tobacco has in 
an individual. in general terms, we dis-
courage people from smoking and more 
so with this Covid-19,” said Mkhize.

“we have been talking about active 
smoking and passive smoking. it induces 
so many conditions and other conditions 

which are related to pulmonary diseases, 
or chest-related symptoms. “The problem 
with smoking is that it tends to affect the 
lining where people breath and creates 
some reactions. in some instances, it can 
provoke a reaction where someone’s lining 
is irritated and becomes easy to get infect-
ed,” he said.

He said smokers could also get bronchi-
tis, and even tuberculosis. “beyond that, 
it affects the cardio-vascular system. nico-

tine reduces flow of blood into the small 
blood vessels,” Mkhize said.  He said alco-
hol resulted in many problems, including 
neurological ones.

“under the circumstances we are 
working in, we really need everyone to 
cooperate so we can reduce pressure in 
hospitals and the possibility of people 
being infected, because everyone is tak-
ing a very responsible approach when they 
are in sober senses,” said Mkhize.

South African Health minister Zweli Mkhize.

NEW DELHI

inDiA’s Aviation Ministry has asked airlines 
to take travel bookings only after a final deci-
sion on lifting or easing restrictions on domes-
tic and international flights is announced.

“The Ministry of Civil Aviation clarifies that so 
far no decision has been taken to open domes-
tic or international operations,” Minister Hard-
eep singh Puri said in a tweet late on saturday. 
it wasn’t immediately clear if it was a binding 
order or an advisory for the country’s aviation 
sector.

The country is currently in the midst of a na-
tionwide lockdown until May 3 to control the 
spread of coronavirus infections. india had ini-
tially announced a 21-day lockdown until April 
14 and airlines had started selling tickets for 
flights before an extension until May 3 was an-
nounced on Tuesday. There’s been no clarity so 
far if flights, especially international, will be al-
lowed even when the lockdown is lifted.

Airlines are now selling domestic and inter-
national tickets for flights starting from May 
4. national carrier Air india on its website on 
saturday said it opened bookings on selected 
domestic routes from May 4 and international 
ones from June 1.

Most carriers have been offering credit in-
stead of refunds if flights are cancelled due to 
the travel curbs as the ticket sales are providing 
them much-needed cash flow at a time when all 
other sources of revenue have dried up. Passen-
gers worldwide are fighting against that prac-
tice, including in the us and some governments 
have ordered airlines to refund passengers 
without charging a cancellation fee.

Indian airlines asked not 

to sell tickets before final 

decision on lockdown

alert 
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business news

Virus hands China its first economic contraction in decades
BEIJING 

China’s economy contracted for the first time in decades 
last quarter as drastic measures to contain the coronavirus 
pandemic brought activity to a standstill, official data showed 
on Friday.

Gross domestic product shrank 6.8% in the January-March 
quarter from the same period a year earlier, according to 
figures released by the national bureau of statistics (nbs). it 
was the first negative growth reported by the world’s second-
largest economy since beijing began logging quarterly data in 
the early 1990s.

The figure marks a sharp drop from China’s six percent 
expansion in the fourth quarter of last year, but was slightly 
better than the 8.2% contraction forecast by economists in an 
aFP poll. economists have long harboured doubts about the 
accuracy of the official Chinese data, however, suspecting that 
the numbers are massaged for political reasons.

and analysts have warned of tougher times ahead, with 
weaker external demand for Chinese goods to weigh on 
growth as key export markets are battered by Covid-19. “we 
are now facing rising pressure in the prevention of imported 
epidemic infections, as well as new difficulties and challenges 
for resuming work and production,” nbs spokesperson Mao 
shengyong told a press conference.

Grim picture
Full-year GDP growth expectations have fallen to 1.7%, ac-

cording to aFP’s poll - the worst annual performance since 

1976. The international Monetary Fund 
has pegged China’s 2020 full-year ex-
pansion even lower at 1.2% but predicts 
a strong rebound to 9.2% in 2021.

it has also painted a grim picture of 
the global impact of the Covid-19 out-
break, forecasting the deepest econom-
ic contraction since the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s. Friday’s data showed 
a 1.1 decline in industrial output for 
March, reflecting lingering damage from 
factory shutdowns even as travel restric-
tions in the country were progressively 
eased and businesses stirred back to life.

Retail sales also plummeted 15.8% 
last month as many consumers stayed 
home and avoided crowds due to fears 
of a resurgence in virus cases. but the 
urban unemployment rate dropped 
slightly to 5.9% last month, after surging 
to 6.2% in February.

Underwhelming recovery
China has set an ambitious target of 

eradicating extreme poverty and build-

US jobless claims top 
5.2 million, erasing a 
full decade of gains

NEW YORK 

The number of ameri-
cans applying for unem-
ployment benefits fell last 
week to a still-massive 5.25 
million, capping four weeks 
of coronavirus-related shut-
downs that erased more 
than 10 years of job creation.

initial jobless claims in 
the week ended april 11 fol-
lowed 6.62 million the prior 
week, according to Labour 
Department figures Thurs-
day. 

The median estimate of 
economists was for 5.5 mil-
lion, with projections rang-
ing as high as 8 million. The 
four-week sum of 22 mil-
lion filings compares with 
roughly 21.5 million jobs 
added during the expansion 
that began in June 2009.

The latest figures suggest 
an unemployment rate cur-
rently around at least 17% 
- far above the 10% reached 
in the wake of the reces-
sion that ended in 2009 
- in a sign that the effects 
of shutdowns have spread 
well beyond an initial wave 
of restaurants, hotels and 
other businesses. another 
reason for elevated claims 
is that americans are get-
ting through on outdated or 
overwhelmed systems after 
previously being stymied.

even so, the data showed 
most states reported de-
clines in claims from the 
prior week on an unadjust-
ed basis, suggesting that the 
breakneck pace of job losses 
is starting to slow, if just a 
bit. Continuing claims, or 
the total number of ameri-
cans receiving unemploy-
ment benefits, jumped by 
4.53 million to a record 12 

million in the week ended 
april 4. Those figures are 
reported with a one-week 
lag. Other reports Thursday 
showed the broadening and 
deepening impact of efforts 
aimed at preventing the 
spread of Covid-19.

housing starts slumped 
in March by the most since 
1984, while manufacturing 
in the Philadelphia Fed’s 
region contracted in april 
by the most since 1980.Last 
week also marked when 
banks were starting to lend 
to small businesses to keep 
payrolls intact, part of a $2 
trillion stimulus package. 
The Paycheck Protection 
Program was on the verge 
of depleting its $349 billion 
in funds this week and law-
makers were haggling over 
boosting the plan, while 
many companies reported 
difficulty accessing the 
money.

in addition to the extent 
to which the pandemic is 
brought under control, the 
delivery of stimulus funds 
to americans and busi-
nesses will help determine 
the speed of any recovery 
in output and employment. 
Most economists expect a 
rebound starting in the sec-
ond half, though it could 
take several years or longer 
to return to employment 
levels seen before Covid-19 
arrived in the u.s.

State totals
California had the most 

claims last week, at about 
661 000 on an unadjusted 
basis, down from 919,000 
the previous week. new 
York was next at about 396 
000, followed by Georgia 
at 318 000 and Texas at 274 
000.

ing a “moderately prosperous soci-
ety” by the end of 2020, but this is 
increasingly under threat from the 
pandemic fallout. “Public records 
suggest that at least half a million 
firms were dissolved in the first 
quarter and more are likely to close 
shop,” said Capital economics chief 
asia economist Mark williams in a 
report this week.

surveys pointed to more layoffs 
in March, and unemployment will 
likely remain higher in the coming 
months, he said. some analysts be-
lieve the worst has passed for China 
but still expect a slow recovery.

williams said depressed demand 
in foreign markets could reduce 
Chinese exports - which account for 
15% of national GDP - by as much as 
half. The impact on export demand 
may have shaved 1.8% points off 
China’s real GDP growth in the first 
quarter, nomura’s chief China econ-
omist Lu Ting said earlier.

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

SATURDAY  18 April 

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 The Base rpt
11:45 The Great Queen Seonduk 
12:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:15 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:30 Igizo rpt: Mapito
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Mapito
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bambba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:15 Kesho leo rpt
22:45 Isidingo rpt  
01:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 19 April
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:40 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt  
12:00 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Mizengwe  
21:20 Mjue Zaidi
22:05 Bongo Movie: 
23:35 ITV Top 10
00:30 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
 
MONDAY  20 April
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap: Isidingo the need
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      ITV Top 10 rpt
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30 Igizo Mtego rpt
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00    Meza Huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30    The Base

00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 21 April
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30    Jungu Kuu rpt
11:00    The Base rpt
12:00    Al Jazeera   
12:30 Afya ya jamii rpt
13:00 Kipindi maalum: KTMDA
13:30    Igizo rpt : Mapito
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru  
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Mrejesho
21:30 Chetu ni chetu
22:15 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 DWTV 

WEDNESDAY 22 April 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:30   Uchumi na biashara
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   The Base rpt
11:55     Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00    Dakika 45
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Korean drama: The great queen 

Seonduk
19:00 Ijue Sheria 
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:10 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe? 
21:15 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:45 Ripoti Maalum:
22:15  Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera  
2:00 DWTV

THURSDAY  24 April
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habariz a saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo

9:30 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30      Shamba lulu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00    Ripoti Maalum rpt
13:30 Mrejesho rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00      Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jagina 
19:00	 Usafiri	wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 25 April
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
09:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Isidingo
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:30				 Usafiri	wako	rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00    The Base
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00    Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:10    Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15    Mizengwe rpt
18:30 Shamba lulu 
19:00 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 DWTV

SATURDAY  26 April 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 The Base rpt
11:45 The Great Queen Seonduk 
12:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:15 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:30 Igizo rpt: Mapito
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Mapito

19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bambba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:15 Kesho leo rpt
22:45 Isidingo rpt  
01:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 27 April
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:40 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt  
12:00 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Mizengwe  
21:20 Mjue Zaidi
22:05 Bongo Movie: 
23:35 ITV Top 10
00:30 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
 

  

  CAPITAL 
Sat  18 April
08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri	wako	rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi Family
14:30  Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie:  The four horsemen
23:00 Series rpt: Itohan
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 19 April 
08:00 CNN International
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi Family 
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Itohan
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Drive it rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family 
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 20 April 
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00  Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Itohan
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues 21 April
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Itohan
20:45 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 22 April
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza Huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Itohan
20:45  Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  23 April
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Itohan
20:45  Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  24April
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 

Deceleration 

crisis 

China NBS spokesperson Mao Shengyong.

US Labour Department Secretary
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BLOOmBeRg

The coronavirus pandemic could kill 
300,000 people in Africa this year, even 
with assertive government measures to 
limit social interactions, according to 
the United Nations economic Commis-
sion for Africa.

Overcrowded slums with no access to 
water coupled with fragile health-care 
systems make the continent especially 

vulnerable to the disease, the Addis 
Ababa-based body said in a report on 
Friday.

Countries across the continent have 
implemented measures from nation-
wide lockdowns, in which people are 
only allowed to leave their homes to 
buy food and medicine, to suspending 
schools, prohibiting public gatherings 
and halting all travel. 

The report presents four scenarios 

Virus could kill 300,000 
in Africa, even with 
interventions, says UN

and shows that zero interventions -- a worst-
case scenario -- would lead to the death of as 
many as 3.3 million people in a continent with a 
population of 1.3 billion.

“how African countries respond to the COV-
ID-19 crisis in the coming weeks will affect the 

geNeVA 
SINCe the onset of the COV-

ID-19 outbreak, the World health 
Organization (WhO) has taken 
timely and decisive measures 
with an objective, scientific and 
impartial response to guide glob-
al anti-epidemic cooperation, 
gaining wide recognition from 
the international community.

Despite the rapid spread of 
the pandemic, which, according 
to the latest figures of the WhO, 
has led to over 2.1 million cases 
and more than 146,000 deaths 
globally, the US administration 
announced earlier this week that 
it is halting funding to the WhO, 
after weeks of criticism of the 

health organization and its han-
dling of the outbreak.

While some Western politicians 
have politicized the virus and 
smeared the efforts of the WhO, 
China has called for solidarity and 
cooperation in the global fight.

In an article published in the 
Qiushi Journal on Thursday, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping wrote 
that only with solidarity and co-
operation can the international 
community prevail over the epi-
demic and protect humanity’s 
common home.

TIMeLY WARNINGS
As a specialized agency for pub-

lic health, the WhO has striven to 
fulfill its purposes of collecting 

information on various infec-
tious diseases globally and issuing 
timely warnings.

The WhO “has largely served its 
purpose well” in the COVID-19 cri-
sis, said Thomas Bollyky, director 
of the global health program and 
senior fellow for global health, 
economics, and development at 
the Council on Foreign Relations, 
a US think tank, urging Washing-
ton not to “degrade it amid a cri-
sis.”

On Jan 5, the WhO published its 
first disease outbreak news on the 
new virus, including a risk assess-
ment, advice, and China’s reports 
on the virus, two days after China 
informed the organization of 

the outbreak, as well as relevant 
countries and regions.

On Jan 12, the agency said in a 
press release that “China shared 
the genetic sequence of the nov-

el coronavirus, which will be of 
great importance for other coun-
tries to use in developing specific 
diagnostic kits.”

On Jan 31, WhO Director-Gener-
al Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
declared the outbreak a Public 
health emergency of Internation-
al Concern (PheIC), sending the 
highest level of alarm.

On March 11, Ghebreyesus said 
at a press conference that “COV-
ID-19 can be characterized as a 
pandemic.”

The WhO quickly declared a 
PheIC and classified COVID-19 a 
pandemic soon after, Lawrence 
Gostin, a public health law pro-
fessor at Georgetown University, 

tweeted on April 8, adding that 
“US/europe had time to prepare. 
They didn’t! easy to blame @
WhO, but it’s our fault.”

US President Donald Trump is 
attacking the WhO “because he 
loves to have international targets 
that deflect from his own perfor-
mance on the pandemic,” Dar-
rell West, director of governance 
studies at Brookings Institution, 
a Washington D.C.-based think 
tank, told Xinhua.

In addition to sounding warn-
ings at critical moments, the WhO 
always sends experts to virus-hit 
regions to collect information to 
better understand the situation.

On Jan 28, a senior WhO delega-

tion led by Ghebreyesus traveled 
to China’s capital Beijing.

On Feb 16, the WhO-China Joint 
Mission, consisting of 25 experts 
from eight countries and the 
WhO itself, began its nine-day 
field study trip in Beijing and the 
provinces of Guangdong, Sichuan 
and hubei.

“China’s good cooperation 
with the World health Organiza-
tion has enabled various national 
authorities to prepare, as best 
as possible, for the difficulties 
brought by the wave of contami-
nation,” former French prime 
minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin told 
Xinhua.

             Xinhua

WHO timeline shows impartial response to pandemic fight

BeIJINg 

ChINeSe State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said 
on Saturday that at the critical 
moment when the world is com-
bating the COVID-19 pandemic, 
supporting the World health Or-
ganization (WhO) and its direc-
tor-general is to safeguard the 
philosophy and principle of mul-
tilateralism.

he made the remarks when 
holding a phone conversation 
with WhO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
noting that the support is also an 
act to secure the United Nations’ 
status and role and maintain the 
international solidarity in the 
face of the disease.

Wang (pictured) said he made 
the phone call to show that the 
Chinese government and people 
firmly support the WhO, express-
ing confidence that fair-minded 
people will tell right from wrong, 

and that the international com-
munity and people across the 
world hold the same attitude.

Noting that Tedros was elected 
as the WhO director-general with 
a large margin and has since won 
a high degree of trust of member 
states, Wang said that Tedros, as 
the first director-general from a 
developing country on the Afri-
can continent in particular, also 
symbolizes the advancement and 
development of human civiliza-
tion.

Since taking office, the direc-
tor-general has been actively 
committed to the cause of global 
public health and done a great 
amount of creative work, which 
has been highly commended by 
various parties, Wang said.

Wang said the WhO is needed 
to continue to play its due and 
important role in the fight against 
the epidemic.

The smears and attacks against 
the WhO have no factual basis, 

and pressure and coercion will 
not enjoy popular support, he 
said, adding no country with con-
science will support them.

Facing the epidemic, the WhO 
is needed by people of all coun-
tries, and is needed to save lives 
and eradicate the virus, said the 
Chinese foreign minister, ex-
pressing his belief that Tedros 
will lead the WhO to continue 
to coordinate the international 
community to jointly fight the 
epidemic in a professional and 

scientific manner.
China always attaches great 

importance to the status and role 
of the WhO and is willing to in-
crease its support for the organi-
zation through various channels 
based on the current coopera-
tion, Wang said.

Wang noted that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has, on various 
occasions, made it clear to the 
world that the coronavirus is 
the common enemy of human-
ity, and that only with solidarity 
and coordination can the inter-
national community prevail over 
the epidemic.

he said China stands ready to 
work together with all countries 
to strengthen anti-epidemic co-
operation and overcome exist-
ing difficulties through thick and 
thin until a complete victory over 
the virus globally.

For his part, Tedros thanked 
China for its continuous and firm 
support for the WhO.

echoing the opinion that sup-
porting the WhO is to safeguard 
multilateralism, the WhO chief 
said that currently it is vital for 
the international community to 
enhance solidarity as the world 
is at a crucial moment of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and viruses 
respect no borders.

 Only by pulling together to 
fight the pandemic could the hu-
man race halt the spread of the vi-
rus, he noted, or the virus would 
exploit the vulnerability of a di-
vided international community 
to accelerate its spread, with the 
pandemic prolonged and more 
human lives lost consequently.

Despite the various attacks and 
smears on himself and the WhO, 
Tedros expressed confidence 
that history would do us justice 
with the truth eventually coming 
to light as long as we uphold the 
truth and do the right thing.

             Xinhua

Wang: Supporting WHO means safeguarding multilateralism

UN chief pledges to defeat COVID-19, 
rebuild fairer world

UNITeD NATIONS

UNITeD Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres pledged on Sat-
urday night that all human 
beings should unite as one to combat the common enemy 
of coronavirus and rebuild a fairer world.

“Together, we will defeat this virus and rebuild a fairer 
world - as united global citizens and united nations,” the 
UN chief said in his video message for “One World: Togeth-
er At home” concert organized by international advocacy 
organization Global Citizen.

“We face a crisis unlike any other. To overcome it, we 
must unite,” he noted.

“Tonight, through the universal language of music, we 
salute the bravery and sacrifice of health heroes and oth-
ers,” said the secretary-general.

“As we do so, let’s remember the most vulnerable,” he 
said. “Please join our call for a global ceasefire to focus on 
our common enemy - the virus.”

“Thank you for your support for the lifesaving work of 
the World health Organization (WhO) and the other hu-
manitarian agencies,” said Guterres.

 Speaking at a virtual press conference in Geneva on 
March 6, WhO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said that his organization has been working with 
Global Citizen for several weeks on the “One World: To-
gether At home” concert series. “Now we’re working with 
Lady Gaga to take this concept and make it even bigger,” 
he said.      Xinhua

Ethiopiaon doctors attend training to use 
mechanical ventilators for COVID-19 patients 
at the American Medical Center (AMC) in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. (AFP) 

US uses questionable approaches to 
designating terrorists — Ministry

mOSCOW

WAShINGTON uses questionable approaches while des-
ignating certain entities as terrorist organizations and add-
ing them to relevant lists, and this fact is also confirmed by 
domestic US experts, the Russian Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement released on Friday.

The Russian Foreign Ministry referred to a report, issued 
by the US-based non-governmental organization Anti-Def-
amation League and the George Washington University, 
headlined ‘White Supremacist Terror: Modernizing our 
Approach to Today’s Threat.’ The experts named Ukraine’s 
nationalist organization, the Azov Battalion, as the main 
candidate for becoming designated as a terrorist organiza-
tion by the United States.

“According to the report, this Ukrainian group presents 
an evident threat and fully complies with criteria of the 
blacklist of foreign terrorist organizations,” the minis-
try said. “estonian ultra-right group, Feuerkrieg Division, 
which has many US citizens in its ranks, is also mentioned 
in this context, as well as many others.”

however, the US government has not yet paid attention 
to the opinion of experts.

“Regretfully, as we see, Washington is guided by another 
approach, based on habitual media-political manipulation 
and proverbial double standards,” the ministry said.

“Conclusions of experts, who undertook to lay down rec-
ommendations, including with regard to expanding lists of 
terrorists, and Washington’s reaction to them, once again 
raise serious doubts about motives of the US side, which 
brazenly uses its self-proclaimed authority to impose sanc-
tions under the pretext of fighting global terrorism and ex-
tremism,” the ministry said.

The US Congress recommended including the Azov Bat-
talion into the list of terrorist organizations in the fall of 
2019.      Agencies

WASHINgTON

COORDINATeD and continuous 
international action will be essen-
tial to support vulnerable countries, 
restore market confidence, contain 
financial stability risks, and spur 
global economic recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a senior offi-
cial of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has said.

“As countries implement neces-
sary quarantines and social dis-
tancing practices to contain the 
pandemic, the world has been put 
in a Great Lockdown. The magni-
tude and speed of collapse in activ-
ity that has followed is unlike any-
thing experienced in our lifetimes,” 
Zhang Tao, deputy managing direc-
tor of the IMF, told Xinhua in a re-
cent written interview.

“At this point, there is great un-
certainty about its severity and 
length of the economic downturn,” 
he said.

The global economy is expected 
to contract sharply by 3 percent this 
year in a baseline scenario as a re-
sult of the pandemic, the worst re-
cession since the Great Depression 
in the 1930s, according to the IMF’s 

latest World economic Outlook 
(WeO) report released Tuesday.

Advanced economies will con-
tract significantly by 6.1 percent in 
2020, and emerging market and 
developing economies, which typi-
cally have growth levels well above 
advanced economies, will shrink by 
1.0 percent, the report showed.

Citing the IMF’s newly-released 
Global Financial Stability Report 
(GFSR), Zhang (pictured) said the 
global financial system has already 
been “dramatically impacted” by 
the pandemic.

“A further tightening of financial 
conditions and an intensification 
of the crisis could threaten global 
financial stability. The risks to the 
outlook, globally, are certainly on 
the downside,” he said.

While advanced economies have 
already absorbed a severe blow, 
emerging markets and frontier 
markets could endure a crisis that 
causes intense economic, financial 
and social pain, Zhang warned.

“If the economic crisis intensifies, 
there is a risk - not a certainty, but a 
risk - that a financial crisis could oc-
cur,” he said, noting emerging mar-
kets have seen exceptionally large 

portfolio outflows since the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 outbreak.

“The speed and magnitude of 
the capital outflows are unprec-
edented posing policy challenges” 
for emerging markets, Zhang said, 
adding the IMF executive Board 
has just approved a new short-term 
liquidity line for countries with 
strong economic fundamentals, in-
cluding many emerging markets.

The Fund’s membership will also 
explore whether the use of Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs) could be 
helpful particularly to emerging 
market and developing economies, 
according to the IMF official.

“Particularly, a general SDR al-
location has been practiced in the 
past, which by its nature would take 
time, likely several months as in the 

past, to secure, as it was done in 
2009 during the Global Financial 
Crisis,” he said.

Zhang stressed that authorities 
should also take vigorous mon-
etary, fiscal, and financial policies 
to cushion the impact of the shock, 
as “coordinated, continuous inter-
national action” will be essential to 
support vulnerable countries, re-
store market confidence, and con-
tain financial stability risks.

“The IMF is working around the 
clock - it’s all-hands-on-deck as we 
support our 190 member countries 
with policy advice, technical assis-
tance, and financial resources,” he 
said, adding the IMF has 1 trillion 
U.S. dollars in lending capacity.

The IMF official observed that 
the Chinese economy is “gradually 
turning around” after taking a hit 
in the first quarter due to the COV-
ID-19 outbreak, as “market liquidity 
and financial stability are generally 
maintained.”

“As a result, the widespread re-
opening of firms and the fact that 
employees are returning to work 
makes us hopeful that we will see 
a strong recovery starting in Q2,” 
Zhang said.

But more work needs to be done 
to address downside risks, he 
noted, citing examples of efforts 
needed to prevent the virus from 
returning, which could force new 
containment measures and impede 
growth.

“In addition, measures need to be 
taken to meet the challenges associ-
ated with the slowdown of global 
economic demand and the disrup-
tions of global supply chains, as the 
pandemic and lockdown continue 
to affect other countries,” Zhang 
said, suggesting policymakers will 
have to keep an eye on it and be 
ready to add to the macroeconomic 
support that is already planned.

It is also important to ensure a 
strong and sustainable recovery 
with focus on high-quality growth, 
as “this will benefit both the Chi-
nese people and the global econo-
my,” he said.

Given the increased need for 
medical instruments and medical 
supplies around the world so as to 
fight the pandemic, Zhang hoped 
these supply chains would work as 
best as they can to maximize global 
production and supply.

           Xinhua

Coordinated, continuous international action essential for global recovery from pandemic - IMF

trajectory of national epidemics across the continent,” 
it said.

The virus has killed 1,017 people in Africa so far, out 
of 154,213 deaths worldwide. however, the pace of con-
tagion has picked up with the number of cases more 
than doubling to 19,895 in two weeks, according to 
data from the Africa Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

The pandemic also threatens to push as many as 29 
million people into extreme poverty in a continent 
that is already home to nearly two-thirds of the world’s 
destitute, Uneca said. 

The continent’s economy could contract as much as 
2.6 percent this year. 

A third of the 440 million formal and informal jobs 
in Africa could be affected as lockdowns across the 
continent deprive people of the means to make a liv-
ing, according to McKinsey & Co.

Africa needs at least US$200 billion to respond to 
the pandemic and its impact, Uneca said. An initial 
US$100 billion is needed to beef up its health-care sys-
tem and social-safety net and another US$100 billion 
in emergency economic stimulus.

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres on Friday 
urged creditors to grant a debt standstill for all devel-
oping countries, not just the poorest, Reuters reported. 
The International Monetary Fund should allocate new 
Special Drawing Rights to mobilize more resources, he 
said.                  Agencies

ABUJA
NIGeRIAN President Muhammadu Buhari on Saturday 

paid tribute to his chief of staff, Mallam Abba Kyari, who 
died on Friday from the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Mallam Abba Kyari was the very best of us. he was 
made of the stuff that makes Nigeria great,” Buhari said 
while mourning the top presidential aide. Kyari, 67, who 
had had underlying health conditions, “was a true Nige-
rian patriot,” the president said.  he was notably one of the 
closest allies of Buhari. 

“My loyal friend and compatriot for the last 42 years -- 
and latterly my Chief-of-Staff -- he never wavered in his 
commitment to the betterment of every one of us,” said 
Buhari. 

Kyari’s passing marked the first high-profile death since 
the novel coronavirus hit the West African country.

                           Xinhua

Nigerian president pays tribute 
to top aide killed by COVID-19
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focus on noVEL coronaVirus outbrEak

By Lu Ya’nan, Ding Yiting

china’s official Purchasing 
Managers’ index (PMi) rose to 
52 percent in March, up 16.3 per-
centage points from february, 
according to data jointly released 
by the national bureau of statis-
tics (nbs) and the china federa-
tion of Logistics and Purchasing.

as a month-on-month eco-
nomic indicator, PMi reflects the 
short-term changes in economic 
activity. Generally speaking, 
50 percent separates monthly 
growth from contraction.

 When PMi is above the 
50-point mark, it indicates an ex-
panding manufacturing econo-
my, and when the figure is below 
50 percent, it reflects that the 
economy is generally contract-
ing.

“the data can be interpreted 
to mean that half of the manu-
facturing enterprises embraced 
positive changes in produc-
tion and business operations in 
March,” according to Zhao Qin-
ghe, a senior statistician with the 
nbs.

statistics from chinese steel 
trading website Zhaogang.com 
indicated that the country’s steel 
trading volume stood at 880,000 
tons in february, only 30 percent 

of last year’s average level. how-
ever, the figure increased explo-
sively in March.

With positive changes taking 
place in domestic epidemic con-
trol and prevention, downstream 
manufacturing and construction 
industries resumed production 
at a faster pace in March, noted 
Gong Yingxin, secretary of the 
Party committee and senior vice 
president of Zhaogang.com.

Gong disclosed that the daily 
steel trading volume on the plat-
form has reached 160,000 tons, 
four times that in february, and 
the platform’s trading volume 
has generally recovered to last 
year’s average.

crown advanced Material co., 
Ltd. is a manufacturer of multi-
functional composite materials 
based in Yichun of east china’s 
Jiangxi province. 

in March, it kicked off the sec-
ond phase of a project of protec-
tive film, solar backboard and 
lithium battery aluminum plas-
tic film production with a total 
investment of one billion yuan 
($141.6 million).

“our orders have expanded by 
30 percent year-on-year since we 
resumed production. in March 
we delivered orders worth $4.5 
million to our overseas clients,” 

said Yan hongjia, president of 
the company.

china made positive progress 
in coordinating epidemic con-
trol and economic development 
in March, and enterprises have 
been resuming production at a 
faster speed, said Zhao.

however, the single-month 
rise doesn’t necessarily mean the 

production and operation have 
been back to pre-outbreak levels, 
according to head of the service 
survey center with the nbs, 
who told People’s Daily that the 
upturn of economy only comes 
when the PMi moves up for at 
least three consecutive months.

a survey indicated that enter-
prises still face significant pres-

sure to further boost production 
and operation despite the ex-
panding PMi, Zhao pointed out. 

in March, 41.7 percent of man-
ufacturing enterprises reported 
insufficient capital provisions, 
up 2.6 percentage points from 
the previous month and 52.3 per-
cent reported sluggish market 
demand, 4.1 percentage points 

higher than february.
Zhongjie footwear co., Ltd. 

in Yifeng county, Yichun of Ji-
angxi province mainly exports 
shoes to Europe and the u.s. 
Due to the global spread of the 
pandemic, its export orders 
for the following months have 
shrunk by 40 to 50 percent, 
which brings a monthly loss of 
nearly 4 million yuan to a single 
branch factory of the company 
alone.

“We had planned to recruit 
300 workers at the beginning 
of March to complete orders 
placed before the outbreak, 

however, we didn’t expect 
the pandemic to exacerbate so 
quickly overseas. Many of our 
foreign clients have been can-
celling or postponing orders 
since mid-March,” said he Jiat-
ing, head of the company.

the nbs statistics indicated 
that the index of new export 
orders and the import index 
of chinese enterprises ticked 
up to 46.4 and 48.4 percent, re-
spectively in March, but were 
still mired in contraction.

to match effective supply 
and effective demand is an im-
portant criterion to evaluate the 
effectiveness of production re-
sumption. 

in promoting resumption of 
work and production, the de-
mand side must be improved, 
and supply-side structural re-
form should be deepened in a 
solid manner. 

in addition, targeted measures 
should be rolled out based on 
market demand, so as to avoid in-
efficient and blind development, 
and reduce overstaffing, wasting 
of materials and inefficient circu-
lation of capital.

Doing so, the losses caused by 
the epidemic can be minimized 
and the foundation for further 
economic recovery is consoli-
dated.

currently, epidemic control 
and the economic situation are 
seeing major new changes, both 
in china and abroad, Zhao said. 
the country faces huge pressure 
brought by imported cases of 
novel coronavirus disease, which 
challenges its economic develop-
ment, especially the recovery of 
the industrial chain. 

therefore, PMi data need to be 
further observed.

Chinese enterprises quicken steps to resume production

By He Yin

W
uhan, once the epi-
center of coViD-19, is 
now receiving close 
attention from the 

international community as it lifted 
outbound travel restrictions and 
orderly restored outbound traffic 
on Wednesday, april 8.

Wuhan awakens from two 
months of coronavirus isolation, 
and the end of lockdown has a huge 
significance for the entire china.

the outbreak of the novel coro-
navirus pneumonia had thrown 
the city into a 76-day stagnation, 
but the unusual experiences of the 
anti-pandemic battle will always be 
remembered by history, astonish-
ing the world with indomitable chi-
nese spirit and unyielding chinese 
power.

china’s decisive and strict lock-
down of a city with a population 
of over 10 million demonstrated 
the country’s responsibility for its 
people’s lives and health, its institu-
tional advantage to concentrate re-
sources to accomplish large under-
takings, as well as its outstanding 
leadership, coping capacity, mobili-
zation and implementation. china, 
racing against time to achieve a 
final victory, displayed its image of 
a responsible major country and 
received high reputation from the 
international society.

What’s unforgettable for the 
world in this fight against the pan-

demic is also the heroic people in 
the heroic city. Wuhan was a win-
dow for the world to know more 
about china during this special pe-
riod. Who assistant Director-Gen-
eral bruce aylward said that china 
has demonstrated phenomenal 
collective action and cooperation 
spirit. he noted that every chinese 
has a high sense of responsibility 
and is willing to sacrifice and make 
contribution to defeating the virus.

foreign experts agreed that chi-
na’s forceful measures have signifi-
cantly changed the stats curve that 
demonstrates the development of 

the pandemic.
a joint research done by ameri-

can, uk and chinese scientists pub-
lished on science indicated that 
Wuhan travel restriction delayed 
spread of the virus to other cities 
in china by 2.91 days, and reduced 
total coViD-19 cases by 96 percent. 
as of mid-february, the lockdown 
has prevented nearly 80 percent of 
international transmission, playing 
a vital role in curbing the pandemic 
from further spreading.

“i would like to appreciate them 
and thank them for their coopera-
tion for believing that the actions 

they are taking protect the people 
and protect the rest of the world,” 
said Who Director-General tedros 
adhanom Ghebreyesus at a press 
conference in february.

“to the people of Wuhan, it is 
recognized that the world is in your 
debt.” aylward also expressed his 
appreciation to Wuhan and its peo-
ple. he believes it is chinese peo-
ple’s resilience and dedication that 
have largely contained the spread 
of the virus.

the success in Wuhan inspired 
people across the world that are 
still in fight against the pandemic, 

and the city’s approaches and chi-
nese experiences, such as traffic 
control and building makeshift hos-
pitals, offered valuable reference 
for other affected countries.

“Wuhan provides a window 
into the uncertain, post-virus fu-
ture,” said bloomberg in a recent 
report. the Lancet also noted that 
evidence suggests that the colossal 
public health efforts of the chinese 
government have saved thousands 
of lives, saying there are important 
lessons that presidents and prime 
ministers can learn from china’s 
experience.

Dominique bertrand, president 
of french national commission 
of Public health said that china’s 
quarantine measures achieved 
very good results, and set an impor-
tant reference for france.

in an open letter to Wuhan, 
olivier Guyonvarch, consul Gen-
eral of france in the city said china-
france friendship has set a great 
example for the mutual assistance 
they offered in the pandemic. he 
believes only by solidarity can the 
world achieve the final victory over 
coViD-19. his words revealed that 
Wuhan’s success has enlightened 

and injected confidence into the 
world.

from the bitter cold winter to 
the warm spring with the bloom-
ing cherry blossoms, Wuhan has 
achieved significant results in con-
taining the virus, inspiring the peo-
ple all over the world. Wuhan, sing-
ing an anthem for life, is conveying 
a message to the world that human 
beings will finally prevail. by fight-
ing the pandemic with solidarity 
and cooperation, the dark clouds 
of the virus will finally be expelled, 
and human beings will eventually 
embrace the vigorous spring. 

Heroic city of Wuhan makes important contribution to global fight against Covid-19

“WE are gravely concerned with the serious risks posed 
to all countries, particularly developing and least devel-
oped countries, and notably in africa and small island 
states,” leaders of the Group of 20 (G20) said in a joint state-
ment recently issued on coViD-19.

“We consider that consolidating africa’s health defense is 
a key for the resilience of global health.”

the special attention paid to africa reflects the consen-
sus reached by each party to cope with the health crisis 
with solidarity, and also highlights the importance of global 
assistance to africa which plays a significant role in secur-
ing the final victory over the coViD-19 pandemic.

Virus respects no border, and only international coop-
eration can help the world defeat it.

at the recent G20 Extraordinary Virtual Leaders’ sum-
mit on coViD-19, chinese President Xi Jinping called on 
the world to help developing countries with fragile public 
health systems enhance response capability. his proposal 
powerfully consolidated the solidarity of the international 
community to fight the pandemic, and is of great practical 
significance for patching up the weaknesses of global pub-
lic health.

to offer assistance to those in need within the best abil-
ity and join hands with african countries to fight the pan-
demic are exactly what’s needed at present.

the first batch of donation of test kits from china to 
the africa center for Disease control and Prevention (af-
rica cDc) had arrived in addis ababa, capital of Ethiopia a 
month ago, and since then follow-up donations of medical 

Medical assistance to 
Africa remains vital 
for securing victory 
over Covid-19

materials to african countries kicked off in 
batches.

chinese disease control experts had a 
video conference with representatives from 
africa cDc and over 20 african countries to 
share china’s experience and discuss solu-
tions. the majority of the $20 million china 
donated to the Who will also be used to aid 
developing countries including those in af-
rica.

besides, chinese provinces, municipali-
ties, enterprises, as well as overseas chi-
nese associations are also mobilized to help 
africa under the guidance of chinese gov-
ernment, contributing to africa’s efforts to 
fight the pandemic through multiple forms 

and channels.
china is in a leading position to assist af-

rica amid coViD-19 from almost all aspects, 
including material donation, information 
exchange, experience sharing, private sec-
tor mobilization and third-party coopera-
tion with international organizations.

the assistance coming from thousands of 
miles away indicates the sincere friendship 
between china and africa, as the two par-
ties have always been a pair of good friends, 
partners and brothers that support each 
other and offer mutual assistance.

african countries and organizations have 
provided powerful and valuable support 
for china in various forms since the coun-

try was hit by the novel coronavirus pneu-
monia, and this friendship will never be for-
gotten by chinese government or society. 
china’s assistance to africa demonstrates 
morality, responsibility and vision. 

it shows china’s care for the world by of-
fering timely help, as well as a global vision 
that enables it to provide mutual assistance 
to cope with the current difficulties. 

by standing firmly with africa, china has 
perfectly illustrated their brotherly friend-
ship with which the two sides share weal 
and woe.

cooperation is the only right choice to 
cope with major public health security cri-
sis. six years ago, china showed its right-

eousness and caring as the first country 
to assist africa in combating the Ebola 
virus. 

this time, it once again lent a hand to 
africa in controlling the novel coronavi-
rus and upgraded china-africa coopera-
tion on epidemic prevention, setting a 
new example for international medical 
aid to africa with concrete actions.

“united, we can move the mountain.” 
as such slogans printed on the packages 
of the chinese donations to africa. 

the world is one in fighting the pan-
demic, and the light of cooperation will 
finally dispel the shadow of disease as long 
as the world works together with solidarity.

Members of the second medical team assisting Hubei from north China’s Shanxi province pose for a picture, facing 
the Yangtze River with their flashlights on March 23, 2020. They hope Wuhan achieves an early win over COVID-19. 
Photo by Wang Changqing/People’s Daily Online

A batch of medical materials donated by the Chinese government to Malaysia arrive at Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport on March 28, including 100,000 nucleic acid test reagents, 100,000 pieces of N95 masks, 500,000 pieces 
of surgical masks, 50,000 protective suits and 200 portable ventilators. Representatives from Malaysian National 
Disaster Management Agency received the materials at the airport. Photo courtesy of the Chinese Embassy in 
Malaysia

An anti-pandemic medical expert team, dispatched by the government of China, arrived by charter 
plane ion April 16, to assist Ethiopia’s efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19. Photo courtesy of 
the Chinese Embassy in Ethiopia.

Chinese enterprises make cash donation to the Ghanaian government to assist the fight against 
COVID-19. Photo courtesy of the Chinese Embassy in Ghana

Workers assemble a locomotive for an order from Nigeria, one of the Belt and Road countries at CRRC Qishuyan Co., 
Ltd. located in Jiangsu Changzhou Economic Zone, April 2. The locomotive is among the second batch of 11 Chinese 
locomotives being exported to Nigeria, which are all made with Chinese standards and technologies. Upon delivery, 
they will be running on Nigeria’s Abuja-Kaduna Rail Line and Lagos-Ibadan Rail Line, which are both built in accor-
dance with Chinese standards. Photo by Shi Kang/People’s Daily Online
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By Guardian Reporter

THE MultiChoice Tanzania is proud to announce 
that One World: Together At Home -- a globally 
televised and streamed special in support of the 
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, will again be 
aired on BET and Comedy Central today at 17:30 
EAT.

The program had first been aired on Vuzu last 
Saturday at 21:00 EAT, and on MTV Africa the 
following day at 22:00 EAT.

Launched by international advocacy 
organization Global Citizen, and the World Health 
Organization, One World: Together At Home will 
show unity among all people who are affected by 
COVID-19 and will also celebrate and support brave 
healthcare workers doing life-saving work on the 
front lines. 

Curated in collaboration with Lady Gaga, the 
One World: Together At Home broadcast special 
will include performances and appearances 
by Alicia Keys, Amy Poehler, Andrea Bocelli, 
Awkwafina, Billie Eilish, Billie Joe Armstrong of 
Green Day, Burna Boy, Camila Cabello, Celine Dion, 
Chris Martin, David & Victoria Beckham and Eddie 
Vedder.

Others are Ellen DeGeneres, Elton John, 
FINNEAS, Idris and Sabrina Elba, J Balvin, Jennifer 
Lopez, John Legend, Kacey Musgraves, Keith Urban, 
Kerry Washington, Lang Lang, Lizzo, LL COOL J, 

Lupita Nyong’o, Maluma, Matthew McConaughey, 
Oprah Winfrey, Paul McCartney, Pharrell Williams, 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas, Sam Smith, Shah Rukh 
Khan, Shawn Mendes, Stevie Wonder, Taylor Swift, 
and Usher. 

“In these uncertain times, this is a great 
opportunity to educate our viewers while 
celebrating artists and those on the frontline 
fighting to win the current battle on Covid 19. In 
alignment with our mission of putting customers 
first, we have scheduled this global event on four 
channels to ensure that a larger spectrum of our 
customers do not miss out. The show will air on 
Vuzu, MTV Africa, BET and Comedy central,” says 
Jacqueline Woiso, MultiChoice Tanzania Managing 
Director. 

One World: Together At Home is not a telethon 
– it is a historic, first-of-its kind global broadcast 
event to celebrate the heroic efforts of community 
health workers, and to support the World Health 
Organization in the global fight to end COVID-19. 

The broadcast will feature stories from frontline 
healthcare workers on the COVID response, 
commitments from philanthropists, governments 
and corporations to support and equip frontline 
healthcare workers around the world, with masks, 
gowns and other vital equipment, and to local 
charities that provide food, shelter, and healthcare 
to those that need it most. 

‘One World: Together At Home’ to be 

aired to support fight against Covid-19

 

        

By Correspondent Michael Eneza

CHANGING the continental 
competition format from the two top 
clubs in the national Premier League 
to the league winner and winner of 
the equivalent of a federation cup is 
apparently the case of unsettled and 
often chaotic moods in leading clubs 
in the city of Dar es Salaam. 

For once, it was alright earlier to 
finish at number two in the Premier 
League season, as it was dejecting but 
retained club dignity, as it shifted the 
competition to the continental scene. 
It was a matter of who was now going 
to survive the grueling continental 
contention, either champs or runners 
up.

With the decidedly low key 
federation tournament replacing 
the second slot place in the Premier 
League to pick the participant in the 
second tier CAF tournament, the 
Confederations Cup, the situation 
is different. Winning the league has 
become all too important, and as it is a 
competition taking the whole season 
and is indeed the reason for having 
major clubs, not the more eclectic and 
sporadic federation cup tourney. 

The other competition is not 
capable of taking away the prestige 
of the premier league, and when it is 
given the slot for contention in CAF, it 
is only to downgrade the performance 
of other clubs, chiefly the runners up 
in the premier league, simply.

In addition, the tournament that is 

more or less equivalent of a regional 
club championship, the Kagame Cup, 
has usually been a voluntary event, 
in which case when a city rival side 
feels it isn’t adequately prepared to 
meet their archrivals, or habitually 
wishes to avoid them, it skips the 
competition. 

Dissimilar to the CAF events, the 
regional content is an event that a 
team flies there and participates 
during one week and then leaves, 
where the rewards don’t match 
efforts that have to be invested to do 
well in the tourney. Were it a regional 
league that would be something else, 
and then a continental league be 
reserved for winners and runners up 
of regional leagues.

There is a penchant somewhere 
in CAF for making Africa a country, 
taking up the European example, 
whereas Europe is limited in territorial 
expanse and its league structure is 

lucrative to an extent, down to second 
or third division. 

In Africa the lower divisions can 
compare in some flashes of talent with 
premier league sides, but cannot up 
sterling competition for continuous 
periods of time as the basic structures 
and resources are not comparable. 
In other words there is need to give 
priority to the premier league to 
skip unnecessary instability due to 
devalorisation.

This is what is now being noticed 
especially at Jangwani Street, and not 
so long ago it was Msimbazi Street 
which was riven with divisions and 
factions, one of whose results is to 
increase the level of not just rivalry 
but hostility towards the next street 
rivals. 

The reason is that when someone 
is distressed inside it will show on the 
outside, and that is why reports 
say that it is being noticed that 
lockdowns due to the coronavirus 
lead to a rise in domestic violence 
and abuse. Part of the reason is that 
lockdown is quite often an economic 
downturn in fortunes, and it is hard 
to maintain a placid and harmonious 
domestic environment amid crying 
insufficiencies.

There were intimations in the past 
relating to Simba SC leaders trying to 
corrupt players of the rival club, and 
that story was hushed up because 
people did not wish to take issues 
with its authenticity and accuracy. 
And lately a leading official of the club 

whose player made rather gratuitous 
claims on the rival club comes out and 
makes claims that he ought to have 
known they plainly invite disciplinary 
measures on his side. 

As the fellow is an experienced 
sports organizer even with 
administrative experience in the 
federation itself, making claims that 
designate him as a shooting target is 
sort of bizarre, efforts to apologize 
notwithstanding. Was it really 
accidental?

The latter claim like the previous 
seem to relate to a style, of unnerving 
the other side and bringing up 
unnecessary quarrels in its ranks, 
which would bring up the morale of 
the weaker side, or so on the basis 
of championship data until the 
coronavirus pandemic set in. 

Even with a morale boosting draw 
and then victory over their archrivals, 
the fact that this can scarcely lead 
to handing the championship and 
therefore a prestigious continental 
competition leaves a dry taste in the 
mouth. Leadership is thus reduced 
to fomenting discord on the other 
side of the invisible soccer curtain 
in downtown Dar es Salaam, so that 
pundits have something to talk about. 

It is to win a propaganda war 
and psychological unsettling of 
the rival club, so that the club’s 
resource standing is weakened if 
the sponsorship structure begins to 
wobble, strategic sabotage as it were.

CAF competition format disturbing 
moods at leading clubs in Tanzania                

Yanga vice chairman Fredrick 
Mwakalebela

Too early to worry coronavirus 
will further delay Tokyo Games

LONDON

IT is premature to think the novel 
coronavirus outbreak will further 
delay the Tokyo Olympics, which have 
already been postponed a year, Brian 
McCloskey, an expert on global health 
security and outbreak prevention told 
Reuters. 

Under increasing pressure from 
athletes, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and Tokyo Games 
organisers last month postponed 
the 2020 Games for one year as the 
coronavirus spread, shutting down 
global sport. 

Yet as countries try to beat back the 
pandemic, with experts predicting 
a vaccine is still 12-18 months away, 
questions have begun to surface as 
to whether a year’s delay is sufficient 
time to stage the Games in a safe 
environment.  “I think that’s probably 
a little bit premature in the sense that 
we’ve got 15 months more of planning 

and preparing for the Olympics in 
2021,” McCloskey said. “So, I think it’s 
premature to say it’s unrealistic (that 
the Olympics cannot be held in 2021). 

“Clearly, having a vaccine would 
be extremely helpful, not just for the 
Olympics, but for all of us. But even 
without a vaccine I think there are 
other mitigation measures we will 
look at to make sure we can run the 
Games safely. 

“So, it’s a challenge, but I’d say it’s 
too soon to say it can’t happen.” 

The number of confirmed novel 
coronavirus cases in Japan rose 
to 10,000 on Saturday, public 
broadcaster NHK said, just days after 
a state of emergency was extended to 
the entire nation in an attempt to slow 
the spread of the virus. 

WAIT-AND-SEE APPROACH 
Just over 200 people have died from 

the virus in Japan. 
“This year for Tokyo, it got to the 

point where the amount of mitigation 

that would have been needed was 
more than we could ask the Japanese 
government to do when the Japanese 
government needed to be focusing 
on looking after its population,” 
said McCloskey, a member of the 
World Health Organization Novel 
Coronavirus-19 Mass Gatherings 
Expert Group. 

“But that could well have changed 
by next year. So, it’s quite possible that 
the outbreak will be at a level where 
it’s manageable without any particular 
risk.  “Or it may be that the vaccine 
arrives, it may be there’s treatment 
available. So, we just need to think 
through the options and not jump to 
too many conclusions too quickly.” 

McCloskey’s wait-and-see approach 
sounds similar to the one taken by the 
IOC before it decided to postpone the 
Games amid mounting criticism. 

Athletes were angry at being 
left in a state of limbo by the IOC 
and Tokyo organisers and while 

the postponement has provided 
a cushion, the clock is once again 
ticking. 

Sports leagues and federations 
around the world are preparing 
to emerge from the outbreak and 
return to action with most seemingly 
resigned to the fact they will be played 
in empty arenas and stadiums until it 
is safe for fans to come back. 

“So, we can run through to this time 
next year,” said McCloskey, looking 
ahead to a 2021 Summer Games. “After 
that it gets more problematic because 
people have spent a lot of money, 
athletes have to make up their mind 
whether they can come or not. 

“So, it gets more and more difficult 
the closer you get. But I’d say there’s 
a willingness and an enthusiasm to 
make sure it happens properly. 

“So, people will try hard and I think 
they’ll hang on to the last minute to 
see whether it’s safe to go.” 

   REUTERS

Lady Gaga

FILE PHOTO: The Olympic rings are pictured in front of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) headquarters, during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, March 24, 2020. REUTERS

LONDON

NOVAK Djokovic has been in touch with fellow ATP Player Council members Roger Federer and 
Rafa Nadal to discuss ways to assist lower-ranked players facing financial struggles amid the novel 
coronavirus outbreak, the world number one said on Saturday. 

Answering a fan’s question during his Instagram live chat with Stan Wawrinka, Player Council 
chief Djokovic said steps would be taken to ensure that only those players who are most deserving 
will benefit from any relief plans. 

“I spoke to Roger and Rafa a few days ago and we had a conversation about the near future of 
tennis. How we can contribute to help lower ranked guys who are obviously struggling the most, 
Djokovic said. 

“A majority of players ranked between 250 to 700 or 1,000 don’t have federation support or 
sponsors and are independent and left alone.” 

The tennis season was suspended in early March due to the pandemic, leaving players in the 
lower tiers who depend solely on tournament winnings without the chance to earn a living. 

The plight of players ranked outside the top 100 in singles has prompted the game’s stakeholders 
— the ATP, WTA, ITF and the organisers of the four Grand Slams — to devise plans to provide some 
assistance. 

“Players hopefully will (also) contribute collectively to the relief fund that the ATP (and others) 
will distribute using models and criteria,” Djokovic added. 

“You want to avoid giving money to player who fits into this category (low ranking) but does not 
need the money compared to someone else... hopefully between $3-4.5 million will be distributed 
to lower-ranked players.” 

Djokovic, a 17-times Grand Slam champion, said other short-term solutions could include 
diverting bonus money meant for top players from season-ending events like the ATP Finals into 
the relief fund. 

“If we don’t have any events (in 2020), maybe next year’s Australian Open prize money can be 
contributed to the fund,” the Serb added. 

“I’m glad the tennis eco-system is coming together. Everyone realises the base of tennis. These 
guys ranked 250 onwards are the ones making the future of tennis. 

“We have to show them they’re not forgotten. We also have to send a message to young players 
that they can live out of tennis when there’s a financial crisis.” 

Meanwhile, tennis personality Patrick McEnroe has recovered from the coronavirus, he said on 
Saturday while praising the efficiency of New York’s drive-through testing operation. 

“Great news for me and my wife Melissa. We both tested negative for COVID-19,” McEnroe said in 
a short video he posted o Twitter. 

“We just got the tests back this morning from New York state. We both went to the drive-through 
which I had gone to a few weeks ago. 

“It was even more efficient this time, there were six lines instead of two, lots more people helping 
out, a very efficient operation.” 

McEnroe, the younger brother of seven-times grand slam champion John, said on March 31 that 
he had a confirmed case of the coronavirus. 

New York City and the surrounding suburbs have been hard hit by the virus. 
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo said on Saturday that about 2,000 people were still being 

hospitalised every day, though he expressed cautious optimism that the peak of the epidemic may 
have passed.        REUTERS

‘Big Three’ discussing ways to help 
lower-level players, says Djokovic
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MANCHESTER, England

preMIer League clubs on Friday 
discussed possible models for fin-
ishing the current season but did 
not consider a specific date for play 
to resume while U.K. government 
lockdown restrictions remain in 
place. 

representatives of the 20 teams 
took part in a conference call to look 
at various possible options for re-
starting the season and remain com-
mitted to completing the fixtures 
rather than voiding the season. 

But after the government an-
nounced on thursday that the lock-
down would remain in place for at 
least another three weeks, all op-
tions remain hypothetical. 

A premier League spokesperson 
said: “today’s Shareholders’ Meet-
ing provided an opportunity to dis-
cuss possible scheduling models. It 
remains our objective to complete 
the 2019-20 season but at this stage 
all dates are tentative while the im-
pact of CoVID-19 develops. 

“In common with other busi-
nesses and industries, the premier 
League and our clubs are working 
through complex planning scenar-
ios. 

“we are actively engaging with 
stakeholders, including broadcast 
partners, and our aim is to ensure 

we are in a position to resume play-
ing when it is safe to do so and with 
the full support of the Government. 

“the health and wellbeing of play-
ers, coaches, managers, club staff 
and supporters are our priority and 
the League will only restart when 
medical guidance allows.” 

there was no discussion during 
the meeting of the possible com-
plications that could be caused by 
the season running beyond June 30 
— when some player and manager 
contracts run out. 

world soccer’s governing body 
FIFA has stated that contracts 
should be adjusted to reflect the 
actual end of the season. However, 
that issue could be open to chal-
lenge under english law. 

the Football League (eFL), which 
represents the three divisions below 
the premier League, has said that 
teams should not return to training 
before May 16 “at the earliest”. 

Should teams be allowed to train 
it is expected they would need two-
to-three weeks to get prepared for 
the return to action, making the ear-
liest possible return in June. 

But with the ban on mass public 
gatherings likely to be one of the last 
restrictions to be removed, resched-
uled games could well be held be-
hind closed doors. 

reUterS

Premier League clubs discuss 
options but left in limbo

ex-Italians join Brazilians 
rivals to combat coronavirus

MILAN

tHeY were rivals on the field 
in one of the greatest world Cup 
matches of all time but the former 
stars of Brazil and Italy have come 
together off it to help the South 
American nation fight the new 
coronavirus. 

Italy beat Brazil 3-2 in the 1982 
world Cup with three goals from 
paolo rossi helping the Azzuri 
knock out a Brazil team that fea-
tured Zico, Socrates, Junior and 
Leandro. 

Brazilian midfielder paulo rob-
erto Falcao has raised more than 
4.5 million reais ($859,270) with 
the help of his former team mates 
who recorded a video asking peo-
ple to donate to help fight the 
spread of the coronavirus in Bra-
zil’s densely populated favelas. 

now, players on the Italy team 
that beat them have recorded 

their own video. 
Falcao, who played with AS 

roma, asked his close friend and 
former team mate Bruno Conti to 
get the Italian players to each re-
cord a message. 

paulo rossi, Giuseppe Bergomi 
and Claudio Gentile were among 
those who agreed to help. 

“Italy and Brazil: rivals on the 
field but united against the coro-
navirus,” said defender Franco 
Causio. 

the players from both sides 
have remained close, with 
Socrates, Zico and Junior among 
those who played club football 
in Italy in the years following the 
1982 world Cup. 

In 1990, players from both sides 
got together in pescara to replay 
the famous game in Junior’s fare-
well match. 

  REUTERS---

Spain set to finish soccer season 
without fans in stadiums

MADRID

SoCCer matches and other sports 
events in Spain will take place in 
empty venues at least until the end 
of the summer, the mayor of Madrid 
said Saturday.

Jose Luis Martinez-Almeida told 
the onda Cero radio station that the 
coronavirus pandemic likely ‘’won’t 
be under control’’ by then for events 
with big crowds to resume normally.

‘’In the spring and summer there 
won’t be any events with crowds in 
Spain, and possibly not in the fall ei-
ther,’’ Martinez-Almeida (pictured) 
said. ‘’Because obviously the situa-
tion will not be fully under control. 
we will have to change our habits 
and behaviors even after being al-
lowed to go back on to the streets.’’

Spain has been one of the hard-
est-hit countries with more than 
190,000 confirmed cases of CoV-
ID-19, only behind the United States. 
More than 20,000 have died in the 
european nation.

the Spanish league is not expect-
ing to resume at least until the end 
of May. It is working on several sce-
narios, including playing without 
fans through the fall.

‘’Soccer matches without fans in 
the summer is a possibility, as long 
as health and safety conditions are 
observed,’’ Martinez-Almeida said.

the soccer federation said this 
week that if the league can’t resume 
it will use the current standings to 
decide the four clubs to play in the 
Champions League, which would 

mean giving the spots to Barcelona, 
real Madrid, Sevilla and real Socie-
dad.

the league has said the total losses 
for not finishing the season because 
of the pandemic could reach nearly 1 
billion euros. ($1.1 billion). the losses 
if the league resumes with matches 
in empty stadiums would be about 
300 million euros ($325 million), 
and if it restarts with fans it would be 
nearly 150 million euros ($163 mil-
lion).

Martinez-Almeida also said it was 
a ‘’mistake’’ for Atletico Madrid fans 
to play its Champions League game 
against Liverpool. nearly 3,000 
Atletico fans attended the game on 
March 11, just days before the Span-
ish government declared a state of 
emergency and established lock-
down measures that are expected to 
remain in place at least until April 26.

   AP

By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

FootBALL behind closed doors sounds simple: 
Get the teams in, keep the fans out and limit the oth-
er attendees to those people who simply have to be 
there. But with the sporting world as a whole facing 
the reality of returning to action without spectators 
-- once coronavirus lockdown measures are suffi-
ciently relaxed -- even playing in empty stadiums will 
be a complex issue.

In england, while a resumption date for the pre-
mier League has not been mooted, the Football 
League is planning to return on June 6, which would 
be 12 weeks after football in the country was sus-
pended. If, as has been suggested, the aim is to finish 
the season within 56 days of that date, we are talking 
about 541 games across the top five tiers -- including 
the national League -- of the english pyramid. 

there is no expectation within the game that sup-
porters will be allowed inside stadiums to watch their 
team play, but even though the stands will be empty, a 
professional football match requires people to do cer-
tain jobs and fulfill key roles. Up to 200, in fact.

“people don’t realise just how many essential staff 
must be at a football match in order for it to go ahead,” 
a senior figure at a leading eFL club told eSpn. “If, or 
when, football returns, you are looking at between 150 
to 200 people inside a stadium, so it won’t simply be a 
case of 22 players and the match officials.

“For example, we would need six safety officers, 
even for a closed-doors game. At a bigger premier 
League stadium, you would need to multiply that 
five times, just to cover all the basic requirements. So 
when football does return, social distancing meas-
ures and numbers allowed for public gatherings will 
have to be much less stringent than they are right 
now.”

one Championship club has given eSpn a full run-
down of the minimum number of people it would ex-
pect at a game behind closed doors, and it amounts 
to 166. In the premier League, rights-holder media 
alone would see that number leap toward 300.

A top-flight club source told eSpn that an aver-
age of 120 broadcast media are accredited for home 
games. the people you don’t see -- riggers, electri-
cians, technicians, producers, camera crew and 
sound engineers -- are just as important, if not more 
so, as the reporter or commentator; they will all need 
to be inside a stadium once football gets the green light 
to resume. 

As for the teams, the modern-day game means we 

Here’s how many people are needed 
to play ‘behind closed doors’ 

no relegation if no more premier League play, says Brighton owner 
By Tim Vickery, ESPN South America correspondent 

tHere is unlikely to be any relegation from the 
english premier League if the season ends with 
no more play possible because of the coronavirus 
outbreak, Brighton and Hove Albion owner tony 
Bloom has told British media. 

premier League clubs met on Friday to discuss 
possible models for finishing the season but all 
options remained hypothetical after the U.K. gov-
ernment extended lockdown restrictions for an-
other three weeks. 

Brighton were two points clear of the relega-
tion zone with nine matches remaining when the 
league was brought to a halt on March 13. 

If the season ended with no more play possible, 
Liverpool would claim the title and norwich City, 
Aston Villa and Bournemouth would be for the 
drop. 

relegation means a financial hit somewhere in 
the region of $100 million and Bloom thought it 
unlikely that the required 70% of clubs would vote 
to send the three teams down. 

“It would be very difficult to relegate somebody, 
particularly from the premier League, if the sea-
son hasn’t played out,” Bloom said. 

“You may get a title winner, obviously Liverpool 
deserve it, you may use that criteria for european 
qualification, but I do not see how anyone can 
vote for that, certainly the percent needed for 
teams to get relegated.” 

with some teams having more matches remain-
ing than others, another proposal is that a club’s 
final position be decided by the average number 
of points they have won per game. 

Bloom thought that option even less likely to 
succeed. 

“I don’t foresee a situation, if the season’s not 
played out, that teams will get relegated on a 
points-per-game basis,” he said. 

“I just don’t think it’s fathomable that a team 
which is not allowed to play out the season may 
lose out on 0.2 points based on this system, and 
also it does not take into account the strength of 
the team you have not played.” 

Meanwhile, Arsenal’s psychologist has been 
in constant communication with the premier 
League club’s players to offer any help they may 
need during the lockdown due to the novel coro-
navirus outbreak, manager Mikel Arteta has said. 

Soccer in england has been suspended since 
March 13 because of the virus that has infected 
more than 2.23 million people globally causing 
over 151,000 deaths. 

Arsenal’s players have been self isolating since 
March 12 when Arteta tested positive for the virus 
— before the lockdown in Britain — and the Span-
iard said that all efforts were being made to ensure 
the players were in good spirits. 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

For an event as big as a Premier League game, the concept of playing behind closed doors has a few caveats. (Agencies)

game is on television and sponsors are pay-
ing for the right to be seen.

And let us not forget VAr, which is a 
necessity for all premier League games. A 
source told that eSpn that, under normal 
circumstances for a seven-match day, ap-
proximately 40 people would be needed. 
Beyond that, the smart technology behind 
the Hawkeye system that is used for goal-
line reviews requires monitoring to ensure 
seven cameras in each goal work properly.

All of the aforementioned people will be 
monitored and guided by the stewards and 
officials, whose job it will be to keep the 
stadium secure -- internally and externally 
-- from fans who might try to sneak in.

So while the away team’s bus driver 
might have to accept sitting outside, many 
staff cannot realistically be stood down for 
a closed-doors game. even when football 
returns and the stands are empty, hun-
dreds must be on hand for games to go 
ahead.

are talking about a lot more than two teams 
of 11, plus two managers and three match of-
ficials. to start, the two squads have 18 play-
ers, including substitutes, while the manag-
er has an assistant and other coaches. the 
refereeing crew, meanwhile, comprises a 
referee and two assistants, plus a fourth of-
ficial and refereeing assessor in the stands.

You cannot play a game without a physi-
otherapist, and no premier League team has 
just one anyway. the kitman is another es-
sential backroom staff member. And there 
also is a team of analysts that produces vid-
eo data for clubs; as many as six members 
occupy seats in the Manchester City press 
box due to a lack of space on the bench.

every club has a doctor; although if efforts 
are made to cut attendees to an absolute 
minimum, one on duty might suffice. Le-
gally, though, there would be a necessity for 
at least four paramedics and an ambulance 
driver. with police also required, emergen-
cy services could be stretched.

Ball boys and ball girls might seem like an 
extravagance, but if the match ball ends up 
in row Z of an empty stand, can you imag-
ine David De Gea or Andy robertson climb-
ing the stairs to retrieve it? A medium-sized 
ground would require a team of 12 on the 
sidelines, with more needed at arenas the 
size of old trafford, the London Stadium or 
tottenham’s new ground.

Similarly, ground staff are required to en-
sure playing surfaces are in peak condition 
before, during and after games. Champion-
ship clubs can get by with four, but premier 
League teams might employ as many as 20 
people, armed with pitchforks and rollers.

off the pitch, the list goes on: A club secre-
tary liaises with match officials and oversees 
all matchday operations, and then there 
are electricians, maintenance workers, 
cleaners and catering staff. Digital adver-
tising boards are used for televised games, 
and a technician must ensure they are run-
ning properly. A trivial job? not when the 

“we have our psychologist that is look-
ing after the players and is always in con-
stant communication with them,” Arteta 
told the club’s website. 

“But as well we’re having feedback 
from different people and we’re con-
stantly sending information and videos 
and keeping them busy... keeping them 
close to their job and the people that are 

related to their job, which is us and my 
coaching staff.” 

Arteta, who took over as manager in 
December after compatriot Unai emery 
was sacked, said he was using the lock-
down to understand his players better. 

“we’ve been having some really good 
conversations,” the former Manchester 
City assistant added. 

“this time has been really helpful from 
my side, at least, to get to know the play-
ers better... we’re trying to improve our 
relationship, the communication and 
understanding between us.” 

Arsenal are ninth in the league with 40 
points from 28 matches. 

   REUTERS

Tony Bloom
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

BOXING Federation of Tanzania (BFT) has said it is 
waiting for the government’s directive on lifting sus-
pension of sporting events because of the Coronavi-
rus disease to host the National Club Championships 
in Katavi in June.

The federation’s secretary general Lukelo Wililo 
said it has planned to host the event in Katavi from 
June 25-30.

He disclosed the federation is though waiting for 
the government directive on lifting suspension on all 
sporting activities.

The government recently announced an indefinite 
suspension of all gatherings as a measure to control 
spread of Coronavirus disease in the country.

“The plan is to have National Club Champion-
ships take part in June, but all will depend on the 
government directive, as you know the government 
suspended indefinitely all gatherings which include 
sporting activities, but for now we are just waiting for 
the government’s say on it,’’ he said.

He said 15 clubs have confirmed to compete at the 
championships and JKT Boxing Club are the defend-
ing champions. They won the showpiece in Iringa 
last year.

Due the suspension of sporting activities, BFT 
also did not host the National Open Championships 
which was to be held in Tanga last February.

Meanwhile, Wililo said national boxing  team’s 
head coach David Yomba Yomba is monitoring the 
boxers who were earmarked for Tokyo Olympics’ 
qualifiers, slated to be held in France.

He said the head coach is giving the boxers instruc-
tions through online on weekly basis.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THE uncertainty around the Corona-
virus disease (Covid-19) crisis will likely 
lead to a reduction in players’ salaries 
and transfer fees in the Vodacom Pre-
mier League (VPL) following the pan-
demic.

The financial repercussions due to 
the ongoing Covid-19 crisis are becom-
ing apparent with each passing day as 
many clubs are forced to slash off a part 
of the wages of their employees.

Various less popular teams in the 
league who are run on tight budgets 
and financial margins have already ad-
mitted to feeling the effects of the sus-
pension of the league in terms of the 
loss of income that is generated from 
gate collections. 

However, Simba who are reportedly 
to have the highest budget in the league, 
said they have not taken a big financial 
hit because their sponsors are still fully 
committed to their obligations. 

The outfit’s spokesman, Haji Manara, 
has revealed to Sowetan they are not 
financially distressed and will continue 
paying full salaries. 

“We have not faced the harsh finan-
cial repercussions of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, we are more worried of the 
loss of momentum when the league re-
sumes.’’

‘’We are fortunate the commitments 
of our multiple sponsors remain the 
same‚ and all our players will continue 
receiving their full salaries on time,” he 
said. 

Manara added that they had won two 
of their last matches before the season 
was halted and were building momen-
tum but they will now have to restart all 
over again. 

In their bid to keep the players fit 
during these tough times of inactivity 
the players have been given individual 
programs to work on under the super-
vision of the assistant coach, Selemani 
Matola.

Until the league was suspended, Sim-
ba were a mammoth 17 points clear of 
the second placed Azam FC.

Azam FC can now reach a maximum 
of 84 from their 10 remaining games, so 
Simba, also known as ‘Msimbazi Reds’, 
just need another four wins to seal the 
title. 

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) 
and the Tanzania Premier League 
Board officials have said that doubts 
remain over when football can return 
as the country battles the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

All sport in Tanzania was initially 
suspended for 30 days before being ex-
tended indefinitely as a result of Coro-
navirus pandemic which has killed four 
people and over 100 positive cases con-
firmed in the country.

Here’s how many people are 
needed to play ‘behind closed doors’

Comprehensive report, page 19

Taifa Stars’ AFCON qualifier against 
Equatorial Guinea postponed 

BFT waiting for 
govt directive on 
Coronavirus curfew 
to host 2020 National 
Boxing Championship

Simba SC ‘have 
no financial fears’ 
over coronavirus 
shutdown- Manara

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe
 
TANZANIA senior national foot-

ball team, Taifa Stars, will have 
at least three catch up matches to 
play when the football world gets 
the go-ahead from world govern-
ing body, FIFA, to resume their 
international calendar that has 
been suspended because of the 
outbreak of the Coronavirus pan-
demic. 

All international matches that 
were scheduled to be played be-
tween June 1 and 7 were canceled 
by FIFA last week. 

The rest of the international 
games scheduled for later this 
year are also under serious threat 
of being postponed. 

FIFA are considering scrapping 
international football until 2021 
in order to allow the 2019/20 sea-
son to be completed with domestic 

players who have been selected for senior national soccer team, taifa stars, take part in training session at national stadium in Dar es salaam recently to 
prepare for continental assignments. photo; CorresponDent JUmanne JUma

       

“We have not faced the harsh finan-
cial repercussions of the Coronavi-
rus pandemic, we are more worried 
of the loss of momentum when the 
league resumes

simba players take part in training in Dar es salaam recently to shape up for the vodacom premier League.  photo; CorresponDent  JUmanne JUma

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

football seen as the priority over interna-
tional fixtures. 

FIFA vice-president Victor Montagliani 
has hinted that the traditional interna-
tional fixtures scheduled during Sep-
tember, October and November could be 
postponed with a view to ensuring the 
domestic campaigns in members associa-
tions are completed. 

When asked by Associated Press wheth-
er international fixtures were likely to be 
played before 2021, Montagliani said: “I 
personally think that might be a bit of a 
challenge, not so much because of just the 
health issues around the world and the 
various degrees of preparedness, but also 
committing to international travel as soon 
as we come back.’’

“I think that domestic football is a prior-
ity. September is still in the books, but I 
would garner to say that I’m not sure it’s 
there on solid ground the way things are 
trending right now.” 

The move would allow three weekends 

available for the domestic game whether 
that be outstanding 2019/20 fixtures or a 
delayed 2020/21 campaign. 

Taifa Stars, who were polled together 
with Tunisia, Libya and Equatorial Guinea, 
were scheduled to play Equatorial Guinea 
in a third Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) 
qualifier on June 5. The development fol-
lows the suspension of the back-to-back 
qualifiers against Tunisia last month. 

In their opening AFCON qualifier, Taifa 
Stars came from behind to beat visitors 
Equatorial Guinea 2-1 late last year before 
losing 2-1 to hosts Libya. 

They need to win at least two matches 
to qualify for the AFCON finals for the sec-
ond consecutive time. 

Having eliminated Burundi in the pre-
liminary rounds, Taifa Stars qualified for 
the 2022 World Cup Group Stage Quali-
fiers and were drawn in Group J with DR 
Congo, Benin and Madagascar.

Taifa Stars were set to play two matches 
in October and November.
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