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 By Correspondent Theresia Victor

T HREE locomotives and 
44 wagons meant for the 
metre gauge railway have 
been ordered from Malaysia 
before the end of this year.Tanzania Railway Corporation’s Public Relations Manager, Jamila Mbarouk said in Dar es Salaam this week while clarifying social me-dia reports which stated that the trains are for the standard gauge railway trucks.

“It’s not true, the standard gauge railway electric train will come from South Korea as originally stated,” Mbarouk said adding that the Malaysian imported trains were ordered to beef up metre gauge rolling stock.
She said TRC’s strategy includes improving all train facilities to back up the SGR which will operate be-tween Dar es Salaam and Mwanza port cities. “While construction work of the SGR is making good progress, we also had planned to improve the central railway,” she stated.

The existing MGR runs concur-rent to the SGR line between Dar 

A central railway train.

TRC BuYINg loCoMoTIVEs AND wAgoNs FRoM MAlAYsIA FoR CENTRAl RAIlwAY
Record 140 
commercial 
buildings 
certified over 
the past year, 
says gBCsA

 CAPE TOWN 

During its annual Green Building Convention, held last week in Cape Town, Green Building Council South Africa (GBCSA) announced that 140 buildings were certified over the past year - a record number and commendable given the challenges presented by the Coveif-19 pandemic, said CEO Lisa Reynolds.
“Certified green buildings held their own as far as vacancy and return rates go over the past year. Property owners, tenants and investors are now insisting on better, certified green buildings, as the environmental and 

financial benefits of these become indisputable. To date, the GBCSA has certified 740 buildings since 2009,” said Reynolds. It was also announced that Giles Pendleton, who is the chief development officer at Attacq Limited, will remain as the chairperson of GBCSA for another year.
The Green Building Convention hosted several keynote 

international and local speakers, including Nigerian architect Kunlé Adeyemi whose ‘African Water Cities’ have garnered him worldwide acclaim; Dutch bio-designer Teresa van Dongen who shared the ground-breaking work she is doing in combining nature and science into her design; and Mashudu Ramano, entrepreneur in transitioning to a regenerative and sustainable future.
“Our programme was curated around this year’s theme – One – One Planet. One Chance. It comprehensively looked at the critical role of the green building community and the need for us to come together as one powerful movement to effect positive change that counts.

“The theme spoke to the need for decisive and immediate action to mitigate the effects of climate change and to save our one planet for future generations. This is not something we can do alone – we need everyone to commit to a future where people and the planet thrive,” Reynolds added.GBCSA also announced the winners of its annual Leadership Awards at the closing plenary of the convention. The awards are based on submission data gathered during the Green Star certification process, and individuals are nominated by the industry.

es Salaam and Mwanza cover-ing a distance of 1,231kilome-tres and remains vital to carry freight until when the electric operated track is completed.
Mbarouk explained that more locomotives and cargo wagons will be purchased as 

TRC targets to ensure that train services in the country are upgraded to international standards as they connect Dar es Salaam and Tanga Ports to landlocked countries.
“Until the standard gauge is completed, we shall continue 

relying on the metre gauge rail-way services,” the TRC PR Man-ager added saying the idea is to make sure that people have al-ternative means of travel in the country.
Giving an update on progress made in construction of the 

Electric cars gradually drive into Kenyan roads NAIROBI 

A few years ago, Kenyans and most of us knew little about electric vehicles (EVs) that were synonymous with developed nations such as the US, United Kingdom, China, and Germany.
The main reason for Kenya’s, and indeed Africa’s, slow adoption of electric vehicles is that the transition requires heavy investments in technology and infrastructure that many developing countries cannot afford.

However, things are changing and at a rather fast pace, especially here in Kenya as international EV startups enter the country in troops. And the momentum to adopt electric vehicles will only accelerate as calls for measures to curb pollution in a bid to reverse climate change impacts get louder.
Some of the startups that have set their bases in Kenya include BasiGo, Kiri, and Opibus. And from the look of things, more and more are set to join the bandwagon. BasiGo is pioneering a new generation of eco-friendly buses that are set to reduce carbon emissions in major cities like Nairobi, Nakuru, Kisumu and Mombasa that are choking in dangerous fumes.

“For years, diesel-powered buses have been the only viable solution for bus operators in Kenya. We are excited to provide public transport operators with a new option: state-of-the-art electric buses that are more affordable, and reliable, and reduce bus operator exposure to the rising costs of diesel fuel,” says Jit Bhattacharya, BasiGo CEO 

Bernard wasike, an electrical engineer with Chargenet Kenya, at an EV charging station at ABC 
Place on waiyaki way, westlands on september 14, 2021. 

and co-founder.
Bhattacharya brings a wealth of experience in the local EV ecosystem having worked as CEO of Missiion Motors in Silicon Valley as well as senior manager for Project Titan, an electric car project by Apple Inc.Early this month, BasiGo raised Sh111.3 million in pre-seed funding to electrify Kenya’s public transport system. The capital will fund the construction of 25 and 36-seater capacities with a range of about 250 kilometres, enough to cover daily trips.Clients will also be able to acquire buses through a financing deal, whose pilot programme will be rolled out once the first bus arrives later in the year. This will allow customers to purchase buses on a usage-based subscription.

“The cost of electric bus technology has come down dramatically over the last 10 years, to the point where electric buses can offer significant savings compared to fossil-fuel buses,” Mr Bhattacharya noted. Our goal is to help bus owners in Kenya realise these savings, and in the process, help Kenya become a global leader in sustainable public transport.”
Opibus also raised Sh834.37 million ($7.5 million) in equity and grant funding to scale up production of electric motorcycle and bus manufacturing from next year. “We are proud to be backed by globally recognised investors providing a balance between deep-tech and emerging market expertise,” said Filip Gardler, Opibus co-founder and chief executive officer.Egypt’s ora Developers to spend $1bn in five years on African expansion

 CAIRo 

Ora Developers, an Egyptian property developer, is planning to spend at least $1 billion on expanding its presence in African markets over the next five years as it seeks to tap into the growth potential of the continent, said its billionaire chairman Naguib Sawiris.
The company’s investment will be phased and expansion plans include building a seven-star hotel and developing resorts in several African markets, Mr Sawiris, who is also chief 

executive of the luxury property developer, told The National at Cityscape Global in Dubai. “Now we are looking into other loca-tions, mostly in Africa,” he said. “I’m just coming from Senegal … we want to do a seven-star hotel, which doesn’t exist there, and maybe also [invest in] a resort there.”
The company is waiting for the current political unrest in Sudan to settle down before it proceeds to invest in the mar-ket. Congo, Ghana and Zaire are among other African markets in which Ora is interested in invest-

ing.
Based in Cairo, the developer builds mixed-use residential luxury projects with commercial, retail, entertainment and hospi-tality elements integrated in its master plans. It is already build-ing projects in Grenada, Egypt, Pakistan and Cyprus.

Ora is also considering plans to expand its presence in Pakistan, where it is developing a large residential project in the capital, Islamabad, that includes commercial facilities and a golf course. “We are also thinking about going to Karachi and 

doing a high-rise project there,” Mr Sawiris said.
The company is also building three big mixed-used projects, or “urban destinations”, in Egypt. The combined value of the devel-opments is $10bn to $11bn, Ora Developers Egypt chief execu-tive, said Haitham Mohamed. Silversand, on the north coast of Egypt, has a project value of about $3bn, Zed West is valued at $3bn and Ora’s third project, called Zed East, has an inventory value of about $4bn, he said.

These projects will be deliv-ered in phases and the combined 

investment on the developments including “infrastructure and construction budgets is almost 80bn Egyptian pounds, or about $5bn”, he said. “Even the cost of land is expensive in Egypt now … about $3bn.”
The company plans to fund the projects through a combina-tion of equity, about $1bn in bank financing and a revenue share model with the govern-ment of Egypt, where the devel-oper will receive the land and the government will receive 27 per cent of revenue collected, Mr Mohamed said. “When we reach 

minimum guarantee, we stop paying [the government],” he said. “Then we will [fully] own the project.”
The construction cost of the Silversand project is in the range of $1.6bn and the com-pany plans to commence work on the development in the first quarter of 2022, delivering the entire project within five years. “The first phase of the project will be ready in 2024,” he said. He estimated the Zed West and East projects’ first phases will be “ready to move in” by 2023 and 2024, respectively.

SGR and the purchasing of electric trains, Mbarouk said the project remains on track with possible trials scheduled for early next year. With completion of the SGR between Dar es Salaam to Dodoma covering a distance of 541kms, the exist-ing MGR will remain intact.
“We want passengers and cargo own-ers to be able to choose which train ser-vice they want to use between Dar es Salaam and Makutopora in Dodoma,” she hinted saying because costs of the two systems will be different, people will make choices based on their ability to pay.

In 2017, Turkish construction com-pany, Yapi Merkezi won a tender to construct over 300kms of SGR track be-tween Dar es Salaam and Morogoro at a cost of U$1.92 billion. The contract which was awarded by Reli Assets Holding Company (RAHCO), was expected to last 36 weeks. The Turkish firm was granted another contract to take the SGR track to Dodoma in 2019 thanks to its impressive performance.
Once completed, the Dar to Mwanza line is expected to transport 17 million metric tonnes of freight per year. Yapi Merkezi is working in partnership with Portugal based Mota-Engil Engenharia e Construção África.

“We have together reached a clear strategic and visionary alignment – with the conviction that mass manufacturing of electric mobility solutions in Africa will not only make the products more accessible and affordable but also lead to one of the largest industrialisation and welfare transitions of the region in modern time.”
Opibus, which was started in 2017, converts diesel and petrol vehicles and motorcycles engines into electric thus reducing carbon dioxide emissions, which are the major contributors of air pollution in urban areas.

“The targets and objectives we’ve set for Opibus might seem bold, however, it is a mission that has become more important than ever. We have a responsibility to the coming generations and the earth as a whole.”
In July, the company introduced an electric mining vehicle, which it said will cut mining operational costs by up to 60 percent, helping miners to convert their fleet of vehicles to electric cars without having to invest in new vehicles.“Their vehicles are half the cost compared to second-hand fossil fuel vehicles and perform better in the harsh road conditions. We are excited to be supporting them in their growth phase to achieve true impact at scale,” said Helen Lin, principal of One Ventures, which is one of Opibus’ financiers.
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By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

TANZANIA and other African countries 
need to invest more in research and 
develop local capacity to make vaccines 
and medicines in times of emergencies, 
this being the biggest lesson learnt from the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Professor James Mdoe, the Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, made this 
observation when opening the third 
national non-communicable diseases 
scientific conference here yesterday.

He said that when the global pandemic 
got confirmed in Tanzania in March last 
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By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE government is mobilising resources 
to the tune of 8trn/- to accelerate rural 
electrification projects in remaining 
villages and adding some regions to the 
national grid.

Energy minister January Makamba 
(pictured) made this assertion in the 
National Assembly on Wednesday 
when responding to concerns raised by 
lawmakers when winding up discussion on 
the National Development Plan for 2022/23.

Connecting remaining regions to the 
national grid is possible within three 
years, he stated, elaborating that taking 

‘Combating health crises 
needs more investments’

Govt projects 8trn/- for 
total rural electrification 

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

 TANZANIA has made great strides in 
economic development as the nation readies 
to mark 60 years of independence next 
month, the government has declared.

Citing World Bank data, Finance and 
Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba said 
yesterday that per capita income increased 
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year, most countries in the world were 
going into lockdown, slamming their 
borders shut.

“It was the biggest lesson that Tanzania 
as a country learned then, that in times of 
crisis there is no outside help and the only 
way out is to come up with tailor-made 
local solutions,” the top administrator 
affirmed.

“In fact, some of our medical research 
institutions formulated locally sourced 
herbal concoctions to help reduce the 
problems,” he stated, elaborating that 
“they now need to ensure that the potions 
are researched and developed to tackle 
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‘Covid-19 deadly among
Africans with diabetes’
By Guardian Reporter

A sharp increase in diabetes across Africa is 
worsening the COVID-19 pandemic, as death 
rates from COVID-19 infections are significantly 
higher in patients with diabetes.

A preliminary analysis presented by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) in advance 
of the World Diabetes Day on 14 November says 
that COVID-19 is delivering a clear message: 
fighting the diabetes epidemic in Africa is in 
many ways as critical as the battle against the 
current pandemic.

Dr Matshidiso Moeti (pictured), the WHO 
Regional Director for Africa, said in a statement 

that the COVID-19 pandemic will eventually 
subside, but Africa is projected in the coming 
years to experience the highest increase in 
diabetes globally.

“We must act now to prevent new cases, 
vaccinate people who have this condition 
and, equally importantly, identify and 
support the millions of Africans unaware 
they are suffering from this silent killer,” the 
director appealed.

Diabetes impairs the body’s ability to 
produce or process insulin, a substance 
essential to counteracting a dangerous rise in 
blood sugar. The disease causes inflammation 
and poor blood circulation, both of which 
increase the risk of complications, including 
death, from COVID-19.

A recent WHO analysis evaluated data 
from 13 countries on underlying conditions 
or co-morbidities in Africans who tested 
positive for COVID-19, showing a 10.2 per cent 
case fatality rate in patients with diabetes, 
compared with 2.5 per cent for COVID-19 
patients overall. 

The case fatality rate for people with 

from an average $178.3 in 1990-1995 to $365 
during the Benjamini Mkapa presidency, 
rising to $747 on average during Jakaya 
Kikwete presidency and $1,010 on average 
during the the second of the Dr John Magufuli 
era.

Overall, poverty has constantly been 
reduced, reaching 25.7 per cent in 2020 down 

electricity to rural areas is a sphere the 
government has done very well. There are 
still complaints that some households in 
connected villages were skipped, but “we 
are strategizing on how we go about it,” he 
stated.

Problems with data collection on the 
exact number of areas connected to 
power remain, inviting

Rural Electrification Agency (REA) 
officials to the next sitting of the legislature 
“so that they record the concerns raised by 
MPs,” he said, intimating that he believes 
“this will solve data challenges.”

He said the Julius Nyerere Hydropower 

Zanzibar’s Controller and Auditor General, Dr Othman Abass Ali (R), presents his Office’s Report to Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi at Zanzibar State House yesterday. Photo: Zanzibar State House

...though in some parts 
of the country, this figure 
may climb to 50 percent 
of deaths

wire snares threaten wildlife 
Page2
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nGDP crossed $1000 per capita during fifth 
phase, poverty down to 25.7 per cent last year
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diabetes was also twice as high as 
the fatality rate among patients 
suffering any co-morbidity. In 
addition to people with diabetes, 
HIV and hypertension were 
significant co-morbidities, it said.

The analysis was conducted in 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Eswatini, Guinea, Namibia, Niger, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sao 
Tome and Principe plus Uganda.

An estimated 24m people are 
living with diabetes in Africa at 
present, on the basis of data from the 
International Diabetes Federation, 
and the continent is expected to 
experience the highest increase in 
diabetes globally.

Te number of Africans suffering 
from the disease predicted to rise to 
55m by 2045, an increase of 134o per 
cent compared with current levels. 
Africa is the region with the highest 
number of people who do not have 
diagnosis – an estimated 70 per cent 
of people with diabetes do not know 
they have the disease.

Dr Benido Impouma, the director 
for communicable and non-
communicable diseases cluster 
at WHO Regional Office for Africa 
says that health officials in Africa 
should take advantage of the 
growing availability of low-cost 
rapid diagnostic tests to routinely 
test patients in diabetes centres to 

ensure early detection and proper 
care  “These centres can also be 
key venues for vaccination,” he 
emphasized.

Since the early days of the 
pandemic, people with diabetes 
have been prioritized to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations but Africa 
has faced challenges in this strategy, 
he said.

Access to vaccines remains 
poor. Thus far, only 6.6 per cent 
of the African population is fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19, 
compared with about 40 per cent 
globally. Data from 37 countries 
indicates that since March 2021, 
over 6.5m COVID-19 vaccine doses 
have gone to Africans with co-
morbidities, representing 14 per 
cent of doses administered so far. 

Efforts to prioritize people with 
co-morbidities, like diabetes, are 
accelerating with about half of those 
6.5m doses administered in the past 
two months. “However, there is still 
a lot more work to be done to ensure 
people at high risk receive the 
vaccines they need,” he declared.

“Nine months since COVID-19 
vaccination campaigns began in 
Africa, we are still nowhere near 
where we need to be with protecting 
our most vulnerable. There is an 
urgent need to step up vaccination 
and other key services to people 
at high risk, including those with 
diabetes,” he added.
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‘Covid-19 deadly among
Africans with diabetes’

from 38.6 per cent in 1992, thanks 
to government efforts to improve 
the provision of social services, 
free education and empowerment 
through the Tanzania Social Action 
Fund (TASAF).

Addressing a press conference 
here on economic achievements 
in the 60 years of independence, 
he said the country experienced 
the highest inflation rate of 36.1 per 
cent back in 1984, 35.9 per cent in 
1990 and 35.3per cent in 1994 due to 
drought and higher fuel prices in the 
world market.

The last time the country 
experienced double digit inflation 
rate was in 2012 at 16.1 per cent 
and thereafter it has remained at 
single digit level, the minister noted, 
highlighting that from 2013 to 2020, 
the rate of inflation remained below 
the convergence criteria of eight 
per cent set by the East African 
Community (EAC) and three to 
seven per cent by SADC consensus.

The country went through the 
first and second generation financial 
sector reforms that included various 
policies, laws and regulations 
enabling the setting up of 55 banks 
and financial institution by 2020, 32 
insurance firms, 28 listed firms in 
capital markets and reducing social 
security funds to two, he explained.

As for microfinance services, 
there were 549 service providers 
not taking deposits, 460 savings 
and credit cooperatives (SACCOS) 
and 11,149 village community 
banks (VICOBA)  by August 2021. 
This permitted financial services 
inclusion from 56 per cent in 2013 to 
65 per cent in 2017 and is expected 
to attain 75 per cent next year, the 
minister asserted.

From 1966 to 1992 the government 
observed a fixed exchange rate 
which had to be abandoned 
following economic imbalances 
in the 1980s as the local currency 
declined and high inflation rates 
persisted, he stated.

A structural adjustment program 
was embraced in 1982 and 1983 
followed by an economic recovery 
program from 1986 to 1989, 
whereupon the country adopted 
a floating exchange rate regime in 
1993, he explained, noting that this 
strengthened local currency against 
the US dollar and other international 
currencies.

Since 1993 when the government 
allowed free currency trading, the 
local currency has maintained 
continued stability, he further 
observed.

Despite the variety of revenue 
collection arrangements, the first 
phase government managed to 
collect a total of 5,557.3m/- between 
1966 and 1985, an average of 18.3 
percent of the GDP, he said.

Establishing the Tanzania 
Revenue Authority (TRA) in 1997 
and introducing electronic revenue 
collection domestically had boosted 
revenues, he said, affirming that 
collections averaged 130,853m/- 

in the second phase annually, 
954,339m/- in the third phase, 
6,403,888/- during the fourth phase 
and 18,957,084/- during the fifth 
phase government.

Despite annual increase in revenue 
collections, amounts gathered do 
not meet all budgetary needs, thus 
posing drawbacks in implementing 
development projects, he said.

In the past financial year domestic 
revenue collection was 85.6 per 
cent of targeted collections and in 
the first quarter of 2021/2022 fiscal 
year collections reached 5,492.1bn/-
, equivalent to 89 per cent of the 
6,170.90bn/- collection target, he 
pointed out.

Tanzania has had a budget 
surplus for only three years since 
independence, being 1989 (6,782m/-
), 1990 (8,052m/-) and 1991 (9,601m/-
).  Other years saw budget deficits 
with the government effecting 
various measures to boost its 
capacity for revenue collection and 
expenditure, he added.

Tanzania at 60: GDP in sharp rise, poverty cut
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Project will be implemented as 
planned, despite delays due to 
various circumstances including 
Covid-19. 

The government is negotiating 
with the contractors to address 
factors that led to delays, ensuring 
that there are no more delays, 
apart from reducing costs and 
compensating for the lost time, he 
stated.

In another development, the 

government has defended the 
country’s borrowing trend saying 
it was a national decision aimed 
at strengthening infrastructure so 
that it brings money to improve the 
economy.

Finance and Planning minister 
Dr Mwigulu Nchemba issued this 
explanation when winding up 
discussion on the proposed national 
development plan for 2022/23, 
differing with those who argue that 
the government was borrowing too 
much.

All the money borrowed was 
injected into profitable projects, 
he declared, facing a barrage of 
questions from MPs on the lack 
of prioritizing agriculture in 
the proposed annual plan. The 
government was aware that without 
transformation as argued by MPs, 
the country won’t attain economic 
prosperity, he stated.

On the hawkers reorganization 
exercise, the minister said the 
government pities small traders 
so there is need to create a better 

environment for them to conduct 
business. 

He said the government will 
take up concerns of MPs and 
make changes to the original 
development plan by next year, 
outlining areas for improvement 
as including seed production and 
irrigation, by involving the private 
sector.

“We are also coming up with a 
strategy to address the fertiliser 
problem so that it should not 
continue each year,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

future outbreaks.”
 “Along the same line Tanzania, 

through the country’s various 
medical and scientific research 
institutions, is working to develop its 
own formula for proposed Covid-19 
vaccines or possibly drugs,” he told 
the over 400 participants.

Last year, at the peak of 
coronavirus infections worldwide, 
former president Dr John Magufuli 
directed researchers and traditional 
medicine practitioner to come up 
with locally made treatments to help 
combat the disease.

This stance changed altogether 
when the sixth phase took office, 
and in addressing the United Nations 
General Assembly in September, 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
expressed concern that developed 
nations had locked in formulas for 
producing Covid-19 vaccines.

She appealed to the UN to ask 
giant pharmaceutical firms to 
release the formulas so that poor 

countries make their own vaccines 
for rapid and effective distribution.

Multi-sectoral engagement and 
collaboration in addressing non-
communicable diseases shall occupy 
the third scientific conference on 
the theme, running for two days 
and seeing 160 new research reports 
being tabled by local researchers 
and other invited scientists.

Non-communicable diseases are 
said to cause 70 percent of deaths 
around the world, with NCDs 
responsible for 33 percent of deaths 
in the country’s hospitals, “though in 
some parts of the country, this figure 
may climb to 50 percent of deaths,” 
according to some experts.

Kaspar Mmuya, deputy 
permanent secretary in the Prime 
Minister’s Office, said alcohol and 
pollution were among catalysts 
of non-communicable diseases 
affecting the majority of Tanzanians.

 “The other thing is that people 
here hardly ever undertake checks 
on their health status,” he added.
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‘Combating health crises 
needs more investments’

Govt projects 8trn/- for rural electrification 

Zanzibar First Vice President Othman Masoud Othman Sharif (R) receives a copy of a UNICEF journal from the UN agency’s representative in Zanzibar, 
Laxmi Bhawani, who paid him a visit in his office yesterday. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

Monka Masando (with microphone), leader of Dodoma’s Ilumbo Group) briefs Ummy Mwalimu (in purple headscarf), Minister of State in the President’s 
Office (Regional Administration and Local Governments), in Dodoma city on Wednesday on how they produce sunflower oil after landing a Dodoma City 
Council loan. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

By Guardian Reporter

THE Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Tourism has managed to 
deactivate a total of 380 wire snares 
set at   Mwalimu Nyerere National 
Park that are becoming a new 
method used by poachers.

Speaking recently in the park area, 
Natural Resources and Tourism 
minister Dr Damas Ndumbaro who 
was accompanied by the German 
ambassador to Tanzania Regine 
Hess thanked the government 
of Germany for sponsoring the 
project to deactivate snares used by 
poachers to kill wildlife in the park. 

He said poachers have come up 
with a new stratagem following 
the government’s unrelenting fight 
against wildlife poaching business 
involving elephants and rhinos.

Dr Ndumbaro added that wildlife 
poaching for game meat using 
electric cables started taking a new 
turn while the government pledging 
to fight it.

The Minister said since a special 
unit formed in collaboration with 
villagers in deactivates the snares, 
three animals were found killed 
after entrapping themselves in the 
snares.

He named the animals that were 

found dead as including a giraffe 
and two gazelles, and added that 
through the project, his ministry has 
come up with a stratagem to fight 
poachers in collaboration with local 
residents. 

He further said some people in 
the local communities have been 
holding misleading beliefs over 
eating game meat saying it was the 
best kind of meat, the belief that has 
to a large extent contributed to the 
increase of poaching in the area.

For her part, the German 
ambassador to Tanzania, Regine 
Hess said her government decided 
to sponsor the project following 
Tanzania government achievement 
in eradicating poaching, in 
particular commercial poaching by 
90 per cent.

She said that the project has also 
been of great success in Serengeti 
National Park.

She hailed the government 
of Tanzania for being the first 
ever government in Africa fully 
committed to eradicate wildlife 

‘Snares threaten 
nation’s wildlife’

...wildlife poaching for game 
meat using electric cables started 
taking a new turn while the 
government pledging to fight it
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By Getrude Mbago

ABOUT 100 garden attendants from 
29 Agricultural Training Institutes (ATIs) 
across the country have been empowered 
with organic farming skills to facilitate 
them manage their gardens sustainably 
and impart the knowledge practically to 
students. 

The training has been provided by 
the Sustainable Agriculture Tanzania 
(SAT) under the ongoing “Curriculum 
Implementation Support for Training 
Institutes (CISTI) project which is funded 
by the Liechtenstein Development 
Services (LED) and being implemented 
in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture (MoA) through the Division of 
Training, Extension service and Research 
(DTER). 

Speaking recently during the opening of 
five-day training to 22 garden attendants 
and two officers from the Ministry of 
Agriculture at the SAT’s Farmers’ Training 
Centre (FTC) in Vianzi village, Mvomero 
District, Kashindye Salum, Project 
Manager said the training equip them 
with the requisite knowledge and skills 
on managing gardens organically, taking 
into consideration that, they are the ones 
responsible for the day-to-day running of 
the gardens in their respective institutes. 

“So far, 77 garden attendants from 
various ATIs have been trained on 
organic farming through CISTI. This is 
a continuation of training following the 
recent changes in curriculum which have 
incorporated a component of organic 
farming,” he said. 

Kashindye highlighted that with the 
changes, organic farming is one of the 
new modules entered in the reviewed 
curricula to meet the labour market 
needs. The entry of Organic Farming in 
the curricula posed a new challenge to 
garden attendants and tutors responsible 
to train students in the same. 

“These institutes put into practice 
revised curriculum, which signposts 
a remarkable step towards more 
sustainability and equality in the vital 
economic sector. Students will profit 
from six completely new curricula that 
comprise ecological and socio-economic 

aspects. So, training the institutes’ garden 
attendant on organic farming is a key 
as they are the ones who serve practical 
students in the gardens,” he explained. 

The manager said that the CISTI project 
has also facilitated the establishment of 
16 demonstration gardens with screen-
houses, open field gardens with drip 
irrigation systems, and backyard gardens 
for practical lessons in various agricultural 
institutes.  

“The project has also facilitated review 
and approval of six new training curricula 
of the Ministry of Agriculture for certificate 
and diploma levels that are being used 
by both public and private Agricultural 
Training Institutes,” he said. He said SAT’s 
vision is to enable the majority of farmers 
to use acknowledged agro-ecological 
methods to improve their livelihoods, 
conserve the environment and reduce 
pressure on natural resources. 

“The project has also supported the 
development of seven compendiums 
for the newly added modules of the 
revised curricula that were developed 
in a participatory manner by tutors 
responsible for training students on the 
same to have a sense of ownership. Among 
the developed compendiums were 
Organic Farming, Gender in Agriculture, 
Principles of Cooperatives in Agriculture, 
Entrepreneurship, Environmental 
Management, and Basic Mathematics in 
Agriculture,” he said. 

He added that so far, the project has 
also distributed 3000 copies of these 
compendiums to all 29 institutes. 

“SAT installed e-learning facilities to 
all 29 ATIs and one at the Ministry of 
agriculture. The interactive e-Learning 
facilities will be used to link all 
participating institutes even during 
training and even communicating with 
the Ministry of Agriculture head office” he 
said.

 “We help to transform farming practices 
through proper knowledge dissemination, 
build the capacity of farmers so that 
they can effectively participate in the 
value chain,” Kashindye said. He said the 
600-acres-Vianzi training centre helps to 
support farmers with essential skills and 
knowledge on organic farming.

Kigamboni district commissioner Fatma Nyangasa (R) has a word with UTT AMIS officials yesterday after visiting the agency’s pavilion 
at an exhibition in progress at Dar es Salaam’s Mnazi Mmoja grounds. Her hosts include senior marketing officer Grace Ngailo (L) and 
communication and marketing officer Waziri Ramadhani (2nd-L). Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

100 gardeners empowered
with organic farming skills

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Hussein Ali Mwinyi 
has called government’s accounting officials 
to perform their duties in the management 
of government revenue and expenditure, 
stating that the government does not expect 
the coming Controller and Auditor General 
(CAG) report in June 2022 to contain a host 
of deficiencies. 

He made the remarks at Zanzibar State 
House yesterday after receiving CAG 
report, the event attended by the First Vice 
President Othman Masoud Othman, Second 
Vice President Hemed Suleimam Abdullah, 
cabinet ministers, Permanent Secretaries 
and other Zanzibar government officials.

He said government officials have the 
responsibility to perform their duties and 
warned that in case the coming CAG reports 
will resemble the one he received today 
(yesterday), it will mean officials have not 
taken serious steps to address the situation.

President Mwinyi said the Budget issue 
was important in implementing government 
plans and stressed that it was not the 
responsibility of the CAG alone, but of all 
officials.

He added the report submitted has shown 
that a lot of revenue supposed to enter into 
government books does not do so.

He reminded on the importance for the 
accounting officials to visit their institutions 
to make sure they perform their duties, 
including revenue collection, as well as 
expenditure and stressed that the practice 
of making public CAG report will continue to 
enable the people know what was happening 
to their money.

For his part, submitting his report, CAG 
Dr Othman Abass Ali said the report is 
for the past five years, the aim is to make 
sure there is good finance control and to 
identify various deficiencies, including the 
report on the Treasury accounts not being 
incorporated on reason that they were done 
manually in the bank of Tanzania (BoT) as 
well as people’s bank of Zanzibar (PBZ). 

He said the main danger of the manual 
system is its being prone to make informal 

expenditure.
He said another challenge is the existence 

of Ministries, Departments and Agencies of 
the government which had also not been 
incorporated into the system, enabling 
these institutions to collect revenue 
manually. 

Meanwhile the CAG submitted report 
on special audit on the Kizimbani farming 
following the President’s directives of June 
8 this year during his visit to inspect various 
development projects at Dole in West “A” 
District in Unguja Urban West Region which 
showed many audit deficiencies including 
lack of guidelines on revenue collection in 
regard to tourism activities by the institution, 
as well as sale of seedlings, crops and rent of 
the institution’s farms.

He said there was a huge deficit between 
estimates and collection of the revenues and 
workers working in violation of their work 
contracts.

Dr Mwinyi irked by poor 
govt financial accounting

By Correspondent Emmanuel Onyango

TANZANIA has been hailed by 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) member states 
for the steady efforts; it has taken 
to ensure the occupational safety 
and health welfare for employees 
are adequately adhered to at work 
places.

This comes after Tanzania, 
through the Occupational Safety 
and Health Authority (OSHA), 
emerged the winner in the recent 
competition conducted among 16 
SADC member countries.

In the competition, Tanzania 
was recognized for having high 
technical expertise with ability to 
supervise work places that ensures 
safety regulations and health issues 
are strictly adhered to workers 
according to the law as per the 
international standards.

Speaking with this newspaper, 
Khadija Mwenda, OSHA’s Executive 
Director said the move has made 
Tanzania be acknowledged amongst 
the SADC nations for being the 
leading in occupational safety and 
health related issues at work places.

“This is a tremendous 
development step of success for 
Tanzania through its institution 
which has enabled it to be known 

at international level, she said and 
added that, is a unique opportunity 
which the nation must be proud of 
by having an institution that cares 
for safety and health welfare for 
employees within the region,” he 
said.

Mwenda said the sixth phase 
government under President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan who came into 
power in March this year; it has 
strived hard to ensure that it gets in 
touch with a special desk of safety 
and health issues and showcased its 
expertise within SADC nations.

The institution’s report shows that, 
about 26,800 work places of various 
public and private institutions in the 
country have been registered by the 
organization for the last five years 
since 2016.

According to her, the organization 
carried out the activity within the 
period in line with the protection 
of labour rights aimed to promote 
a safe working environment for 
employees in the country, as well 
as ensuring the effectiveness of the 
health status at work places.

Other activities in the exercise 
involved better supervision of 
manpower and the availability 
of employment; also it looked at 
various queries of investors and 
business people, and repealed 

numerous levies charged to their 
customers which had been a 
stumbling block to trade.

The research was done after 
scores of owners of business entities 
complained that the levies were 
increasing the costs of operations, 
an aspect that most business entities 
failed to register their work places, 
and in view of this had been removed 
later by OSHA in order to pave the 
way for a smooth operation.

The government had accepted 
the idea earlier presented as a 
complaint and promised to work on 
it, and thereby made an amendment 
through GN 719 dated on November 
13th 2020 and another GN 496F of 
30th June 2021 for scrapping all 11 
levies.

These included fees for 
registration for a place of work, 
charges associated with fines for 
fire extinguishers, fees for licenses 
obtained after accomplishing the 
legal need of health and safety at 
work places, levies charged for 
technical consultancies.

The primary objective of the 
OSHA in the country is to ensure 
creation and maintenance of ideal 
work environments which are free 
from occupational hazards that 
may cause injuries or illness to all 
employees in the work environment.

Occupational safety, health measures: 
Tanzania sparkles in the SADC region

Veronica Olomi, coordinator of Kilimanjaro Women Information Exchange and Community Organisation, 
addresses residents of Lole village at Moshi District’s Mwika North ward yesterday on gender-based violence and 
various laws. Photo:  Godfrey Mushi
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

MBEYA Regional Commissioner 
has instructed the Immigration 
Department in the region to 
confiscate passports of nine staff 
members working for the firm 
contracted to install machinery for 
manufacturing maize products – 
East Africa Starch Company until 
they complete installation work. 

The workers belonging to Sarfraz 
Ladhani Raj Processing Company 
Limited of India are said to have 
deliberately delayed in completing 
the work and were reportedly 
planning to flee to their country.

East Africa Starch Company was 
formerly Mbeya Textiles Mills that 
changed into starch manufacturing. 

RC Homera issued the instructions 
during the inspection visit at the 
factory by the Regional Defence 
and security Committee at the 
factory following reports on delay of 
machinery installation.

At the factory, Homera was told 
by the factory management that 
the workers of Sarfraz Ladhani Raj 
Processing Company Limited have 
been dilly dallying at their work 
despite having been paid all their 
money. 

The factory’s personnel officer, 
Mariam Bakari said the factory 
changed from being manufacturer of 
textiles to making various products 
from maize following acute shortage 
of cotton yarn.

She said work on the new factory 
began in 2017 and was expected to 
be completed in 2019 but so far it 
is yet to be completed including 
reports of some of its workers 
wanting to abscond.

“This has been a great impediment 
to us, we have tried to seek help from 
various authorities including the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade and 
the Indian High Commission, but no 

solution was found,” she added.
She said when completed the 

factory will be manufacturing 
starch, animal fodder and edible 
oil from maize and appealed to the 
government for assistance in the 
matter.

For his part, the representative 
from Export Trading Goods (ETC), 
the factory’s partners, James Maliki 
said the factory will have great 
economic benefits the residents of 
Mbeya Region and other regions in 
the Southern Highlands Zone. 

She said when completed the 
factory will assist farmers as they 
will have a direct market for their 
maize as well as creating between 
3,000 and 6,000 jobs in various 
fields.

There after RC Homera instructed 
the Mbeya Region Immigration 
Officer ACP Kigongo Shikille to 
immediately seize and confiscate 
passports of the foreign workers 
delaying machinery installation 
work at the factory.

He also directed the said workers 
to finalize installation work within 
19 days, adding that the travel 
documents will only be returned to 
them when the factory’s plant starts 
working on trial basis.

By Felister Peter

WOMEN entrepreneurs in the 
agribusiness sector are set to benefit 
from a new project—‘Waendeleze’ 
which seeks to unlock their potential 
and scale-up productions.

From this Monday, a total of 15 
women entrepreneurs from across 
Tanzania will start benefitting with 
capacity building training to be held 
in Dar es Salaam.

Briefing journalists on the project 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday, Zuhura 
Muro, Managing Director Lindam 
Group Limited said the project will 
run for one and half year whereas 
upon completion they will be able to 
produce enough products to meet 
the market demand within and 
outside the country.

Waendeleze project is jointly 
implemented by Lindam Group 
Limited and Match Maker Associates 
with support from the Netherlands 
Embassy and the Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency.

“We have picked women from all 

over the country; we selected the 
kind of businesses whose owners 
are women although might be run 
in partnership with men,” said Muro 
noting selected businesses must be 
capable of generating an income of 
at least 200m/- per year.

She added that entrepreneurs 
will apart from capacity building 
training; receive technical expertise, 
business skills, coaching and 
personal development support they 
require to reach the next step.

“We will also link them to internal 
markets, more specifically the 
Dutch market whereas they will also 
establish business partnerships to 
access other international markets,” 
she said.

According to her, before 
selecting the SMEs, a research 

was conducted to identify them as 
well as the challenges they face in 
doing business. She said a total of 
173 SMEs applied for the project 
but only 15 were selected from 
northern, southern, central and 
Lake zones.

She said: “We realized that most 
women, especially those operating 
cottage industries, lack expertise 
and technology to enhance 
production. Most of them meet the 
required quality standards, but they 
cannot produce enough for the 
market and are unaware of export 
procedures.”

SME Finance Advisor, Christian 
Mpalanzi said entrepreneurs 
would be linked with important 
stakeholders and institutions such 
as the Small Industries Development 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

LAND Transport Regulatory 
Authority (LATRA) says many 
road accidents   in Mbeya region 
claiming human lives are due to 
defective vehicles.

The authority also says within 
the city of Mbeya accidents have 
been occurring as well as conflicts 
pitting owners of large passenger 
vehicles and smaller one. 

LATRA’s Director General 
Gilliard Ngewe made the 
remarks here on Wednesday at 
a meeting with various transport 
stakeholders that aimed to 
educate them on road traffic laws 
and regulations.

Stakeholders who participated 
in the meeting included the Police 
Force (Road Traffic Division), 
the region’s owners of transport 
vehicles including long distance 
vehicles, passengers’ lobby groups, 
representatives from drivers and 

conductors’ associations and road 
safety “ambassadors.”

He said the meeting is designed 
to address the issue of accidents 
in the region and look for ways to 
reduce them, as well as solutions 
in the conflicts pitting owners of 
among various kinds of passenger 
vehicles.

“We suggest that transporters 
should form groups to be able 
to purchase quality vehicles for 
transport that can transport 
passengers safely,’ Ngewe said.

He said Mbeya region is among 
regions with many activities hence 
what was needed is for the people 
to have assurance of transport to 
and from places of their business 
activities.

Opening the meeting, Mbeya 
Regional Commissioner, Juma 
Homera praised the region’s 
transport stakeholders for the 
great work they were doing to 
reduce road accidents.

He said as for now, the number of 
accidents in the region was going 
down by more than five per cent, 
the situation, he said, provides 
hope in eradicating the problem.

He said the government 
continues with plans to reduce 
accidents including widening of 
the Tanzania –Zambia Highway 
(TANZAM) from Igawa to the 
Tunduma border town in Songwe 
region. 

“But also we shall submit a 
special request to the President’s 
Office (Regional Administration 
and Local Government) for a 
better planning on transport 
vehicles to reduce conflicts 
pitting various owners of these 
vehicles,” he said.

Mbeya regional police 
commander Ulrich Matei said 
the police continue making 
inspections of vehicles as well as 
providing education to drivers 
aimed at reducing road accidents.

Organisation (SIDO), Tanzania 
Bureau of Standards (TBS), Tanzania 
Horticultural Association (TAHA), 
Tanzania Revenue Authority 
(TRA) and Tanzania Private Sector 
Foundation (TPSF).

Mpalanzi highlighted the need 
for the government to come up 

with policy for SMEs operating their 
industries at residential areas, so 
that they are recognized like those 
operating at Export Processing 
Zones (EPZs) and Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs).

“We will have an after-care 
component at the end of the project 

whereas selected businesses will 
be empowered  and connected to 
continue on their own learning and 
support path through peer learning 
and utilizing connections built 
during the project implementation,” 
he added.

Some selected entrepreneurs 
are Deka Foods, Three Sisters 
Sunflower Co. Ltd, Halisi Products 
Limited, Seasoning Palate, GBRI 
Business Solutions, Medfood Arusha 
Company, Tausi Coffee and General 
Supplies Co. Ltd, Homeland Farm 
and Mama Seki Group Co. Ltd.

Women entrepreneurs to benefit from 
Dutch-funded ‘Waendeleze’ initiative

LATRA reports most Mbeya Region 
accidents due to defective vehicles

Government to confiscate passports of 
foreign workers over contractual delay

...when completed 
the factory will be 
manufacturing 
starch, animal 
fodder and edible 
oil from maize 
and appealed to 
the government 
for assistance in 
the matter

Bank of Africa staff pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday briefing people visiting the bank’s booth at the National 
Financial Service Week exhibition on the bank’s products and services. The theme of this year’s edition of the 
event is “Improve life through financial education”. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter

TWENTY companies from mining 
value chains are set to participate 
in the Barrick’s North Mara “Local 
Business Development Programme” 
that will be implemented by Kengo 
Consulting and the College of 
Business Education (CBE).

The selected companies are 
from sectors such as construction, 
environment and agri-business. 

President and chief executive 
Mark Bristow said in a statement 
that the program was a further 
demonstration of Barrick’s 
commitment to developing local 

capabilities.
He said the major objective of 

the program is to strengthen the 
capabilities of local businesses to 
take advantage of opportunities 
in the mining sector. The sector’s 
contribution to the economy is 
forecast to reach 10 per cent of the 
GDP by 2025.

“Since we began operating the 
mine, we have been engaging 
the communities around our 
operations by working on a local 
supplier strategy to advance local 
content and create sustainable 
economic opportunities for the 
surrounding and broader national 

economy. To date, Barrick has 
invested 73 per cent of its total 
spend with Tanzanian companies, 
44 per cent being with local 
businesses,” he said.

Bristow further noted that a key 
community focus is to invest in 
sustainable economic development 
and the program will contribute 
substantially to this.

“The Local Business Development 
programme will be a game-changer 
in the mining sector supply chain 
and we expect the capacity of 
participating enterprises to improve 
significantly and exploit the 
opportunities in the value chain,” he 

added.
The government of Tanzania 

developed the local content policy 
primarily targeting the mining, oil 
and gas sectors in 2015 to ensure that 
mineral extraction and revenues 
benefit Tanzanians.

The policy and subsequent 
regulations aim to foster economic 
diversification and business linkages 
within the Tanzanian economy 
enhance job creation through 
encouraging the development of 
Tanzanian expertise and capacity 
in order to participate across the 
country’s economic spectrum in a 
meaningful way.

Barrick North Mara struggling to build 
the capacity of mining sector suppliers

By Correspondent James Kandoya

ZANZIBAR minister of State, in 
the President’s Offices –Finance and 
Planning, Jamari Kassim has urged 
financial institutions to come up 
with simple innovative ways that 
can be used by all people to make 
use of formal financial services.

Kassim threw the challenge 
in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday 
when opening the National 
Financial Services Week, themed: 
“Improve your life through financial 
education.”

He said the event moved 
concurrently with the launching 
of a digital community awareness 
programme, aimed at increasing 
public awareness to know their 
rights and duties as service 
providers.

He said lack of loans to small 
entrepreneurs and low numbers of 
people make use of  forma financial 
services in rural areas is one of big 
challenge in the finance sector 
noting that in rural areas only 
eight percent have access to formal 
financial services.

“After the awareness week, let’s 
evaluate to what extent our people 
have gained knowledge about 
financial issues. Finance sector 
should be improved to improve 
the income of individuals and the 
nation’s economy,” the official said, 
adding that until August this year, 
the finance sector grew and reached 
18.6 trn/- and a total of 11,149 micro 
finances had been registered.

“Finance sector contributed to 
3.1 percent of the National Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) last year. 
In this year, the government has set 
133bn/- to enable entrepreneurs,” he 
said.

Commissioner for Financial 
Service Development, Ministry for 

Finance and Planning, Dr. Charles 
Mwamwaja said that 28 companies 
have been registered at the DSE had 
a total capital of over 16.6 trn/- in 
August this year.

According Dr Mwamwaja, up to 
August, this year, the government 
had also registered 29 insurance 
companies and issued licenses to 
460 SACCOS across the country.

Kigamboni District Commissioner 
Fatma Nyangasa called on more 
people to visit the ongoing national 
financial services week in order to 
make informed decisions.

“Financial literacy is very 
important to our people to make 
right decisions and avoid cheating 
or misuse of funds,”she said.

Z’bar minister to lenders: 
Come up with even better 
ways to draw people into 
formal financial services

After the 
awareness week, 
let’s evaluate 
to what extent 
our people 
have gained 
knowledge 
about financial 
issues. Finance 
sector should 
be improved 
to improve 
the income of 
individuals and 
the nation’s 
economy

Tigo 
Tanzania’s 
head of shops 
and devices, 
Mkumbo 
Myonga 
(L), briefs 
journalists in 
Dar es Salaam 
yesterday 
during the 
launch of 
the Infinix 
NOTE 11 Pro 
and NOTE 11 
smartphones 
held in 
partnership 
with Infinix 
Tanzania. He 
is with Infinix 
Tanzania 
public 
relations 
officer Aisha 
Karupa. Photo: 
Guardian 
Correspondent
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Jon Allsop

I
N The Overstory, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning 2018 novel by 
Richard Powers, trees are the 
main characters, though it 

might take you some time to realize 
it.

The book inspired Es Devlin, a 
British-based artist whose credits 
include the 2012 and 2016 Olympics, 
to create the “Conference of the 
Trees”, an indoor, woody-smelling 
“temporary forest” that lines the 
main events hall at the New York 
Times’s COP26 Climate Hub here.

The space includes 197 trees and 
plants, to be precise, one for each 
country that has ratified the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change. After COP 
concludes, these will be donated to 
a native public garden that has been 
designed “to thrive in the Scottish 
environment”.

Devlin said she was “interested 
in placing Climate Hub visitors 
within an environment of a parallel 
gathering of trees, as if the trees 
are bearing witness, listening, and 
observing the progress that the 
humans may or may not make 
during the programme of talks and 
COP26 negotiations”.

The Climate Hub is not actually 
at COP26 but located in a separate 
events space down the road; it would 
normally take ten minutes to get 
there from the conference centre, 
but road closures easily doubled my 
walk time.

To access the street the Hub is 
on I had to submit to a bag search 
in a makeshift tent; I then walked 
through a second, more rigorous 
security and Covid-19 check (behind 
a group of musicians as their 
instruments were examined one 
by one), before collecting my press 
cord from a welcome desk.

After that, I was in amongst the 
trees, their foliage glowing softly 
under studio-style lamps rigged to 
the ceiling.

The space has already hosted 
talks on a wide array of climate 
topics, from sports to meat, with its 
hundreds of guests including John 
Kerry, Al Gore and Ugandan climate 
justice activist Vanessa Nakate.

I was there on Tuesday for a panel 
discussion on “Local and Global 
Climate Journalism in Action”. 
Whitney Richardson, the Times’s 
global events manager, started 
by thanking the trees (“it is their 
conference, we are the spectators in 
this space”).

She then introduced three 
people on stage (two senior Times 
journalists and the editor of the 
Scottish Herald) and three people 
(two senior Times journalists as 
well as a reporter from the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune/Advocate) 
who gazed down benevolently from 
a huge, high-quality screen. That 
done, she touched off a discussion 
about representation of the Global 

South.
After that, I was shown around the 

Hub’s other events rooms and cafes. 
There was a pop-up bookstore next-
door to “Assembling the Future”, an 
installation from IKEA, one of the 
Hub’s twelve sponsors. (The Times 
declined to say how much the Hub 
cost to put together.)

The Times may be the only major 
news organisation to have built 
a forest in Glasgow, but other big 
outlets have also invested heavily in 
covering COP26, presenting a welter 
of special conferences, happy hours, 
podcasts, TV broadcasts, live blogs, 
and at least one hologram.

On Tuesday night, I attended 
a Bloomberg Green dinner that 
featured panel discussions with 
young activists and climate 
storytellers as well as “sponsor 
spotlights” with JP Morgan and 
General Motors.

On Wednesday morning, I went 
back to the same brick-arched bar 
space for a live briefing on the day’s 
COP26 agenda with Bloomberg 
Green journalists.

In total, Bloomberg sent twenty-
five journalists to Glasgow. Reuters 
sent more than thirty reporters, 
videographers and photographers.

The Guardian has had twenty-
four journalists and at least one 
opinion columnist on the ground; 
the Associated Press has had 
between fourteen and eighteen 
journalists here on a given day; while 
the Washington Post sent thirteen 
journalists.

The Times told me that it has had 
six journalists on the ground at any 
one time, and that’s not counting all 
the staff working on or at the Climate 
Hub, which must number into the 
hundreds. (For scale, the US sent 
165 delegates to Glasgow. More than 
five hundred fossil-fuel lobbyists are 
present.)

According to a list published 
by the UNFCCC, 3,781 people 
representing 2,806 organisations 
registered as “media” for COP26. 
A press officer told me on Friday 
that the conference handed out 
nearly two thousand physical media 
badges in the first week.

I asked the press office if it could 
provide a list of media participants 
or a breakdown of the above 
numbers by country or region, but 
it said that it was “not in a position” 
to do so.

I’ve spent the days since 
then, trying to figure out who is 
represented among the media 
at COP26 and who is not. In the 
absence of official data, that hasn’t 
been an easy task – but it has become 
increasingly clear that numerous 
Western outlets have more 

journalists here than many entire 
countries, sometimes significantly 
so.

Access and exclusion have been 
huge stories at the conference – some 
of the countries most immediately 
threatened by the climate crisis 
were unable to send their leaders, 
never mind activists and concerned 
citizens – for reasons ranging from 
cost to Covid-19 to both.

There are excellent journalists 
from the Global South on the ground 
here (indeed, I featured some of 
their work in my dispatch for CJR on 
Tuesday) and many more covering 
the conference remotely.

Many Western journalists, 
meanwhile, have shone a spotlight 
on very vulnerable countries, 
both in their coverage and during 
live events such as those at the 
Climate Hub. Still, as far as physical 
representation goes, the media are 
very clearly part of the broader, 
highly unequal trend.

In the absence of data, I was unable 
to focus on every country; for those I 
did look at, it’s entirely possible that 
I missed a journalist who is here in 
Glasgow, since proving a negative is 
tricky. If I missed you, please reach 
out at jallsop@cjr.org; I’d love to hear 
from you.

With those caveats out of the 
way, I started by trying to assess 
journalistic representation from 
the Pacific island states, which are 
imminently threatened by rising 
sea levels yet are underrepresented 
politically at COP26.

Tuvalu’s pavilion at the conference 
captured Western media attention 
by installing models of polar bears 
in life jackets and a penguin hanging 
from a noose. Last week, the 
country’s foreign minister captured 
attention by standing at a bookstand 
in the sea.

Two news outlets in Fiji sent 
reporters to Glasgow, as did a news 
service run by the Fiji-based Pacific 
Islands News Association. That 
might be it.

The Solomon Islands Star told 
me that that nation’s media are 
not represented in Glasgow; the 
Marshall Islands Journal isn’t here 
either, though it has taken part, 
alongside other regional outlets, in 
Zoom calls with officials managed 
by the Pacific Islands Forum.

Mar-Vic Cagurangan – the editor 
of the Pacific Island Times, which 
covers Guam, Palau and the 
Northern Mariana Islands – told me 
that newsrooms in those places are 
mostly small and lack the resources 
to send someone to COP.

“Reporters have to cover 
every local beat on a daily basis,” 
Cagurangan, who would have loved 

to send a reporter to Glasgow, 
said, adding: “There is not much 
opportunity to specialize in certain 
fields, such as climate change.” 

On Tuesday, after attending the 
Climate Hub, I returned to the 
conference venue and stopped by 
the pavilion of the Alliance of Small 
Island States.

This is an intergovernmental 
organisation that represents nearly 
forty vulnerable countries across 
the Pacific region, the Caribbean, 
the Indian Ocean, the South China 
Sea, and off the coast of Africa.

A media adviser at the pavilion 
told me that they had fielded 
inquiries from several big Western 
outlets at COP26, but had only dealt 
with one reporter working for the 
media in a member country.

This was none other than Zico 
Cozier, a Trinidadian journalist who 
is at COP26 as part of a fellowship 
programme run by the organisation 
Climate Tracker. As best I can tell, 
two journalists from Haiti are in 
Glasgow, too; again, there may be 
more.

When I called Cozier, he told 
me that he knows of a number 
of journalists from small-island 
developing states who are in 
Glasgow, but that they have all been 
working at least some of the time on 
behalf of a delegation or an NGO.

Cozier himself works for a 
nonprofit organisation but is 
here solely as a journalist. “I’m 
overwhelmed, but I’m trying my 
best to keep track of everything,” he 
told me. 

In the course of my reporting, 
I also reached out to Mohammed 
Shubaita, the general secretary of 
the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate. 
Yemen is extremely vulnerable to 
climate change; it is also still in the 
midst of a brutal, long-running war 
and dire humanitarian crisis.

Shubaita told me that he doesn’t 
think Yemeni media have any 
footprint whatsoever in Glasgow. 
“Our situation in a time of war that 
has been going on in our country 
since 2014 has put Yemeni journalists 
in a state of extreme misery,” he said.

He added: “If there is an active 
party that can sponsor the invitation 
and bear the travel expenses to 
participate in any conference that 
discusses the issue of the climate 
crisis or any topic concerned with 
the issues that third world countries 
suffer from, especially our country, 
that would be wonderful.”

He said attending such a meeting 
was “a wish and hope for any 
journalist, especially for us in 
Yemen””

•	 CJR

Hard tackling, not soft talking, 
is the language FGM deserves

A 
senior government 
official – a deputy 
minister, to be precise – 
is on the record as having 

spoken extremely strongly on 
Wednesday against the perpetration 
of the much-condemned age-old 
cultural practice commonly referred 
to as female genital mutilation 
(FGM).

The official is said to have gone on 
to applaud stakeholders engaged in 
the fight against the practice, urging 
them to fight on and appealing to all 
those behind the practice to desist 
from it once and for all.

All apparently well and good – 
only that it is reported that these 
remarks constituted one of the 

points of maximum interest at the 
launch of a national strategy on 
FGM.

While the idea may be well-
intentioned, our view is that the 
language in which it is framed and 
the tone of the deputy minister’s 
remarks appear too soft for comfort 
relative to the enormity of the 
challenges that ought to be tackled 
with as much force and urgency 
as circumstances have always 
demanded.

With this, should it come as a 
surprise if one were to wonder aloud 
why FGM lives on despite decades of 
vehement crusading against it? Just 
a thought for consideration by all 
concerned.

The unequal representation 
of global media at COP26

I
T is never fair to accuse 
anyone of raising one’s voice 
too much, too crudely or too 
often when what is at stake 

relates to the availability in terms 
of quantity and quality of the all-
important life-sustaining liquid 
known as water.

By detailed accounts, there are 
over one hundred uses of water, 
easily the most important ones 
being with regard to how the liquid 
directly and indirectly supports and 
facilitates human development. In 
a word, the importance of water 
invites no defence.

Our expansive country is blessed 
with an abundant supply of both 
fresh and sea water and allied 
marine resources.

However, as has been noted 
countless times, with only a fraction 
put to really useful purpose but 
amid numerous incidents of 
overexploitation or other forms of 
misuse.

We said it yet again only as recently 
as some three months ago that even 
when it so happens that the country 
gets generous rains and generally 
supportive weather, we helplessly 
look on as fresh water drains into an 
ocean that doesn’t really need such 
feeding.

We lamented the fact that this 
has become “routine”, with heavy 
rains we ought to have scientifically 
harnessed through systematic 
harvesting paradoxically turning 
into raging floodwaters sweeping 
away massive tracts of rich 
cropland and we find ourselves with 
unbearably dry in adverse weather.

The government has long 
contemplated putting up mega-
dams and other forms of reservoirs 
into which rainwater would be 
diverted for later harvesting.

That way, the water would not 
be forced to go into filling rivers 
that in turn pour into the sea or 
existing hydroelectric power supply 
dams whose floodgates have to be 
conveniently opened whenever 
they cannot “absorb” any more 
incoming water.

But, if truth be said, we cannot say 
with much precision that much has 
been done towards that end – that is, 
constructing a big enough number 
of dams specially built for the 
purpose of arresting rainwater that 
would otherwise have gone to waste 
and possibly wreaked havoc on 
residences, industries and cropland.

We are not sure as to what the 
government, or more specifically 
the Water (and Irrigation) ministry, 
is contemplating at least to show 
that it is serious about implementing 
initiatives such as Kilimo Kwanza 
whose fate will hang in the balance 
until sustainable supply of water is 
guaranteed.

Granted, it would be the height 
of insolence to slight the headway 
made – often against massive odds 
– in tapping Lake Victoria waters for 
use in places such as far-flung semi-
arid Shinyanga Region.

Still, had appropriate measures 
been taken much earlier, we would 
by now be surely talking of truly 
large-scale irrigation working 
agricultural and other wonders 
similar to the situation obtaining in 
the likes of Brazil, China, Egypt and 
India.

These countries demonstrate 
varying degrees of dependence 
on rainwater for use in providing 
drinking water, water for livestock 
and crop cultivation, water for 
irrigation and so on. The water 
harvesting systems in use there 
range from simple ones relying 
on inexpensive locally available 
materials to sophisticated 
industrial ones employed in feeding 
underground dams.

But even without thinking “overly 
big” by planning to have huge 
surface dams where rainwater could 
end, we could still do an immense 
lot in ensuring that not too much of 
such water is lost or wasted.

There is what is commonly known 
as rainwater harvesting which, 
strictly speaking, refers to the 
technology used for collecting and 
storing rainwater from rooftops, the 
land surface or rock catchments.

There is ample evidence that the 
techniques usually found in Asia 
and Africa arise from practices 
employed by ancient civilisations 
within these regions and still serve 
as a major source of drinking 
water supply in rural areas. These 
could be improved to guarantee 
stepped-up efficiency without 
necessarily proving beyond our 
means. Resources allowing, plans 
about building dams for large-scale 
irrigation could then follow.

Tanzanians are no strangers 
to serious social, economic, 
environmental and other problems 
associated with scarcity of quality 
freshwater vis-à-vis escalating 
demand.

While the development of new 
surface dams will likely attract 
fierce opposition from local and 
other environmental crusaders, 
our demand for water could 
by far outweigh environmental 
considerations.

Indeed, we have demonstrable 
proof to that effect in the likes of 
the much-touted but also much-
contested Julius Nyerere Hydro 
Power Project. The high hopes the 
government has in this particular 
strategic scheme is cause for 
optimism for the nation.

We need to continue weighing 
ways of doing more to meaningfully 
exploit rainwater relative to 
alternative means of ensuring 
enough supply of the liquid for our 
various needs.

We had better do by making 
more judicious decisions and 
implementing them accordingly, 
with the acute shortage of water Dar 
es Salaam Region and neighbouring 
areas are now facing serving as both 
a reminder and a warning that we 
must do much more NOW.

Dar’s current water woes 
stand as a harsh reminder
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Education cannot wait investments 
change lives for children, including 
at-risk girls and children with 
disabilities and teachers in S. Sudan
Juba, South Sudan,

A
yom Wol sits under a 
tree in South Sudan 
in the scorching mid-
day sun. He is a new-

ly-trained teacher, preparing for 
tomorrow’s lessons. His school 
principal says he has to prepare 
while at school because there is no 
electricity at home.

The 29-year-old Wol teaches Eng-
lish and Science in Mitor Primary 
School in Gogrial West County of 
Warrap state. The school is among 
hundreds benefiting from a Multi-
Year Resilience Programme (MYRP) 
funded by Education Cannot Wait 
(ECW).

Wol is among the teachers who 
have received teacher training with 
ECW funding, and the training has 
greatly improved his skills and ca-
pacity to prepare lesson plans and 
teaching materials.

Education Cannot Wait is the 
United Nations global fund for 
education in emergencies and pro-
tracted crises. In January 2020, it 
launched the MYRP in collabora-
tion with the South Sudan govern-
ment and local and international 
aid and development agencies. 
The MYRP programme focuses on 
building resilience within educa-
tion in South Sudan

“With one of the lowest school en-
rolment rates in the world, children 
and adolescents in South Sudan 
continue to bear the heavy burden 
of the years of conflict that ravaged 
their country. Girls are dispropor-
tionally affected. They represent 
three-quarters of the out of school 
children in primary education, and 
it is even worse at the secondary 
level,” says Yasmine Sherif, the Di-
rector of Education Cannot Wait.

“Together with our partners in 
the government, communities, civil 
society and the UN, Education Can-
not Wait’s investment in safe, inclu-
sive quality education for the most 
marginalised children and adoles-
cents in the country can finally turn 
the tide for the next generation of 
South Sudanese to thrive and be-
come positive changemakers for 
their young nation.

The MYRP provides an oppor-
tunity for children to access edu-
cation in six of South Sudan’s ten 
states: Jonglei, Upper Nile, Unity, 
Eastern Equatoria, Lakes and War-
rap. ECW allocated US$30 million as 
seed funding to support the three-
year MYRP, which targets children 
in 355 schools and learning centres 
across the six states. These learning 
centres include 69 early childhood 
development centres, 213 primary 
schools, 21 secondary schools and 
52 alternative education system 
centres, both for ‘Accelerated Edu-
cation Programmes’ and ‘Pastoralist 
Education Programmes’.

Out of 117,256 beneficiaries 
reached by the MYRP during the 
first year of implementation, 46,010 
are girls, and 1,647 are children with 
disabilities.

Even though he has taught for 
nine years, Wol says, he became a 
better teacher after attending train-
ing supported through the MYRP.

“I now know how to prepare a 
lesson plan and a scheme of work 
for any subject,” Wol says. “I have 
also learned from the training how 
to support children who are living 

with disabilities.”
Joseph Mogga, the Education 

Programme Manager for Christian 
Mission for Development in South 
Sudan’s Jonglei state, says the MYRP 
helps train teachers on how to han-
dle inclusion, especially of children 
with disabilities, amongst other is-
sues.

“We are going to train teachers 
on how they can teach in an inclu-
sive setting. Here in South Sudan, 
vulnerability is more pronounced 
when the child with a disability is 
a girl,” he says, adding that this pro-
ject supports an inclusive and safe 
learning environment for all girls 
and boys, including those with dis-
abilities.

The Director-General for Gender 
Equity and Inclusive Education in 
the Ministry of General Education 
and Instruction, Esther Akumu 
Achire, says that some cultures and 
traditions in South Sudan deprive 
girls of their right to education, pro-
moting harmful practices, such as 
child, early and forced marriage.

“This is very common among our 
people, and these are among the 
cultural barriers we are trying to 
change.”

Long distances to schools and 
climate-change-induced floods also 
disrupt education.

“The long distances to get to 
school scares some parents from 
sending their children to school 
because they feel that the schools 
are too far, and there is conflict and 
insecurity. Sometimes, you hear 
about rape which scares the par-
ents for Achire says about 2.8 mil-
lion children remain out of school. 
She is grateful for the MYRP initia-
tive supporting the education sec-
tor in South Sudan.

“The MYRP is doing a good job. 
We have realised that the girls and 
the children with disabilities are 
taken care of. We are now trying to 
ensure that the girls, even young 
mothers, are now back to school 
and that they are learning well.”

Adolescent girls are given dignity 
kits, and children with disabilities 
are provided for. “Children with 
disabilities are given some assistive 
devices which help them continue 
learning,” Achire says. “In fact, with 
awareness-raising on children with 
disabilities and the importance of 
girls coming to school, the enrol-
ment is going up.”

A critical aspect of the programme 
is the teacher training component.

“We could have the girls in 
schools, but if the teachers are not 
there or if they do not know how 
to teach, it becomes a problem. But 
with the MYRP, teacher training is 
being conducted,” she says, adding 
that the training also focuses on 
reducing gender-based violence.

Ayuen Awien, a primary seven 
pupil at Keen Primary School in 
Gogrial West County, Warrap state, 
attests to the benefits of being 
involved in the ECW programme.

Early and forced marriages are 
common in her community, so 
she is considered vulnerable and 
eligible for support. Awien says 
the school environment offers her 
safety.

“I feel secure here because our 
teachers are against early and 
forced marriages,” says Awien. “I 
would probably have been forced to 
get married if I was not in school.”

Awien says she has received 
books, dignity kits, playing and 
learning materials and is quite com-
fortable in school. In the future, 
Awien says, she wants to be a doc-
tor.

“I encourage other girls who are 
at home to enrol and stay in school. 
If you study, you will have a better 
life in future, and you will be able to 
help your parents as well,” she says.

The MYRP programme has dis-
tributed 1.2 million textbooks to all 
targeted counties to facilitate learn-
ing for all children targeted by the 
programme.

According to Mogga, the MYRP is 
probably the only programme high-
lighting the plight of children with 
disabilities.

“In Duk County, wheelchairs, 
crutches, hearing aids are distrib-
uted. Eyeglasses for children who 
need them so that they can attend 
classes and be able to see what’s 
written on the blackboard easily 
were also donated,” says Mogga.

The MYRP implementing part-
ners are now looking at school in-
frastructure to assess whether the 
facilities are accessible to physically 
challenged learners.

Mogga explains that disruptions 
to children’s education include con-
flict, floods, loss of family members 
and traditional practices such as 
early marriage. Boys are also ex-
pected to look after the cattle when 
they are supposed to be at school.

“For boys and girls who have been 
out of school, there was no glimpse 
of hope,” Mogga says, adding that 
the ECW-supported programme is 
a “timely intervention in favour of 
promoting access to education for 
out-of-school children.”

To help ensure that girls enrol and 
stay in school, the MYRP addresses 
the challenges that force girls and 
young mothers to drop out.

Programme implementers say 
the support protects the girls from 
sexual abuse and exploitation, in-
cluding sexual exploitation – trad-
ing sex to earn money to pay for 
school fees and meet other basic 
needs.

“This support also protects girls 
from early marriages. If a girl is sup-
ported with this scholarship, they 
are happy, and it prevents the risk 
of early marriage because once they 
are out of school, the next option 
is getting married. But by keeping 
them in school with a scholarship 
and money offered to them and 
providing them with basic items 
like school uniform it prevents 
them from getting married early,” 
says Alberto Maker, an education 
project manager at UNKEA, one 
of the agencies implementing the 
MYRP in Gogrial County of South 
Sudan’s Warrap state.
 n The ECW-supported Multi-

Year Resilience Programme 
(MYRP) in South Sudan is 
managed by a consortium 
of Save the Children, Finn 
Church Aid and Norwegian 
Refugee Council together with 
17 implementing partners, 
including Christian Mission 
for Development (CMD), AVSI, 
SPEDP, Nile Hope, Food for the 
Hungry, SAADO, Oxfam, Plan 
International, CEF, Windle 
Trust, CINA, HESS, World Vi-
sion, Mercy Corps, UNIDOR, 
UNKEA, PCO.

Girls at Malual Agai School in South Sudan are having a lesson about menstrual hygiene. The school is one of the 
beneficiaries from Multi-Year Resilience Programme (MYRP) funded by Education Cannot Wait (ECW). The fund 
aims to keep girls at school by supporting them and providing them with dignity kits. Credit: ECW
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THREE locomotives and 
44 wagons meant for the 
metre gauge railway have 
been ordered from Malaysia 
before the end of this year.

Tanzania Railway Corporation’s 
Public Relations Manager, Jamila 
Mbarouk said in Dar es Salaam this 
week while clarifying social me-
dia reports which stated that the 
trains are for the standard gauge 
railway trucks.

“It’s not true, the standard gauge 
railway electric train will come 
from South Korea as originally 
stated,” Mbarouk said adding that 
the Malaysian imported trains 
were ordered to beef up metre 
gauge rolling stock.

She said TRC’s strategy includes 
improving all train facilities to back 
up the SGR which will operate be-
tween Dar es Salaam and Mwanza 
port cities. “While construction 
work of the SGR is making good 
progress, we also had planned to 
improve the central railway,” she 
stated.

The existing MGR runs concur-
rent to the SGR line between Dar 

A central railway train.

TRC buying locomotives and wagons 
from Malaysia for central railway

Record 140 
commercial 
buildings 
certified over 
the past year, 
says GBCSA

 CAPE TOWN 

During its annual Green 
Building Convention, held last 
week in Cape Town, Green 
Building Council South Africa 
(GBCSA) announced that 140 
buildings were certified over 
the past year - a record number 
and commendable given the 
challenges presented by the 
Coveif-19 pandemic, said CEO Lisa 
Reynolds.

“Certified green buildings 
held their own as far as vacancy 
and return rates go over the past 
year. Property owners, tenants 
and investors are now insisting on 
better, certified green buildings, 
as the environmental and 
financial benefits of these become 
indisputable. To date, the GBCSA 
has certified 740 buildings since 
2009,” said Reynolds. It was also 
announced that Giles Pendleton, 
who is the chief development 
officer at Attacq Limited, will 
remain as the chairperson of 
GBCSA for another year.

The Green Building Convention 
hosted several keynote 
international and local speakers, 
including Nigerian architect 
Kunlé Adeyemi whose ‘African 
Water Cities’ have garnered him 
worldwide acclaim; Dutch bio-
designer Teresa van Dongen who 
shared the ground-breaking work 
she is doing in combining nature 
and science into her design; and 
Mashudu Ramano, entrepreneur in 
transitioning to a regenerative and 
sustainable future.

“Our programme was curated 
around this year’s theme – One 
– One Planet. One Chance. It 
comprehensively looked at the 
critical role of the green building 
community and the need for us 
to come together as one powerful 
movement to effect positive 
change that counts.

“The theme spoke to the need 
for decisive and immediate action 
to mitigate the effects of climate 
change and to save our one planet 
for future generations. This is 
not something we can do alone 
– we need everyone to commit 
to a future where people and the 
planet thrive,” Reynolds added.

GBCSA also announced the 
winners of its annual Leadership 
Awards at the closing plenary 
of the convention. The awards 
are based on submission data 
gathered during the Green 
Star certification process, and 
individuals are nominated by the 
industry.

es Salaam and Mwanza cover-
ing a distance of 1,231kilome-
tres and remains vital to carry 
freight until when the electric 
operated track is completed.

Mbarouk explained that 
more locomotives and cargo 
wagons will be purchased as 

TRC targets to ensure that 
train services in the country 
are upgraded to international 
standards as they connect Dar 
es Salaam and Tanga Ports to 
landlocked countries.

“Until the standard gauge is 
completed, we shall continue 

relying on the metre gauge rail-
way services,” the TRC PR Man-
ager added saying the idea is to 
make sure that people have al-
ternative means of travel in the 
country.

Giving an update on progress 
made in construction of the 

Electric cars gradually drive into Kenyan roads
 NAIROBI 

A few years ago, Kenyans and most of us 
knew little about electric vehicles (EVs) 
that were synonymous with developed 
nations such as the US, United Kingdom, 
China, and Germany.

The main reason for Kenya’s, and 
indeed Africa’s, slow adoption of electric 
vehicles is that the transition requires 
heavy investments in technology and 
infrastructure that many developing 
countries cannot afford.

However, things are changing and at a 
rather fast pace, especially here in Kenya 
as international EV startups enter the 
country in troops. And the momentum 
to adopt electric vehicles will only 
accelerate as calls for measures to curb 
pollution in a bid to reverse climate 
change impacts get louder.

Some of the startups that have set 
their bases in Kenya include BasiGo, 
Kiri, and Opibus. And from the look of 
things, more and more are set to join the 
bandwagon. BasiGo is pioneering a new 
generation of eco-friendly buses that are 
set to reduce carbon emissions in major 
cities like Nairobi, Nakuru, Kisumu and 
Mombasa that are choking in dangerous 
fumes.

“For years, diesel-powered buses 
have been the only viable solution for 
bus operators in Kenya. We are excited 
to provide public transport operators 
with a new option: state-of-the-art 
electric buses that are more affordable, 
and reliable, and reduce bus operator 
exposure to the rising costs of diesel 
fuel,” says Jit Bhattacharya, BasiGo CEO 

Bernard Wasike, an electrical engineer with Chargenet Kenya, at an EV charging station at ABC 
Place on Waiyaki Way, Westlands on September 14, 2021. 

and co-founder.
Bhattacharya brings a wealth of 

experience in the local EV ecosystem having 
worked as CEO of Missiion Motors in Silicon 
Valley as well as senior manager for Project 
Titan, an electric car project by Apple Inc.

Early this month, BasiGo raised Sh111.3 
million in pre-seed funding to electrify 
Kenya’s public transport system. The 
capital will fund the construction of 25 and 
36-seater capacities with a range of about 
250 kilometres, enough to cover daily trips.

Clients will also be able to acquire buses 
through a financing deal, whose pilot 
programme will be rolled out once the first 
bus arrives later in the year. This will allow 
customers to purchase buses on a usage-
based subscription.

“The cost of electric bus technology has 
come down dramatically over the last 10 
years, to the point where electric buses can 
offer significant savings compared to fossil-
fuel buses,” Mr Bhattacharya noted. Our 
goal is to help bus owners in Kenya realise 
these savings, and in the process, help 
Kenya become a global leader in sustainable 
public transport.”

Opibus also raised Sh834.37 million ($7.5 
million) in equity and grant funding to scale 
up production of electric motorcycle and 
bus manufacturing from next year. “We are 
proud to be backed by globally recognised 
investors providing a balance between 
deep-tech and emerging market expertise,” 
said Filip Gardler, Opibus co-founder and 
chief executive officer.

Egypt’s Ora Developers to spend $1bn in five years on African expansion
 CAIRO 

Ora Developers, an Egyptian 
property developer, is planning 
to spend at least $1 billion on 
expanding its presence in African 
markets over the next five years 
as it seeks to tap into the growth 
potential of the continent, said 
its billionaire chairman Naguib 
Sawiris.

The company’s investment 
will be phased and expansion 
plans include building a seven-
star hotel and developing resorts 
in several African markets, 
Mr Sawiris, who is also chief 

executive of the luxury property 
developer, told The National at 
Cityscape Global in Dubai. “Now 
we are looking into other loca-
tions, mostly in Africa,” he said. 
“I’m just coming from Senegal … 
we want to do a seven-star hotel, 
which doesn’t exist there, and 
maybe also [invest in] a resort 
there.”

The company is waiting for 
the current political unrest in 
Sudan to settle down before it 
proceeds to invest in the mar-
ket. Congo, Ghana and Zaire are 
among other African markets in 
which Ora is interested in invest-

ing.
Based in Cairo, the developer 

builds mixed-use residential 
luxury projects with commercial, 
retail, entertainment and hospi-
tality elements integrated in its 
master plans. It is already build-
ing projects in Grenada, Egypt, 
Pakistan and Cyprus.

Ora is also considering 
plans to expand its presence in 
Pakistan, where it is developing 
a large residential project in the 
capital, Islamabad, that includes 
commercial facilities and a golf 
course. “We are also thinking 
about going to Karachi and 

doing a high-rise project there,” 
Mr Sawiris said.

The company is also building 
three big mixed-used projects, or 
“urban destinations”, in Egypt. 
The combined value of the devel-
opments is $10bn to $11bn, Ora 
Developers Egypt chief execu-
tive, said Haitham Mohamed. 
Silversand, on the north coast 
of Egypt, has a project value of 
about $3bn, Zed West is valued 
at $3bn and Ora’s third project, 
called Zed East, has an inventory 
value of about $4bn, he said.

These projects will be deliv-
ered in phases and the combined 

investment on the developments 
including “infrastructure and 
construction budgets is almost 
80bn Egyptian pounds, or about 
$5bn”, he said. “Even the cost of 
land is expensive in Egypt now … 
about $3bn.”

The company plans to fund 
the projects through a combina-
tion of equity, about $1bn in 
bank financing and a revenue 
share model with the govern-
ment of Egypt, where the devel-
oper will receive the land and 
the government will receive 27 
per cent of revenue collected, Mr 
Mohamed said. “When we reach 

minimum guarantee, we stop 
paying [the government],” he 
said. “Then we will [fully] own 
the project.”

The construction cost of 
the Silversand project is in the 
range of $1.6bn and the com-
pany plans to commence work 
on the development in the first 
quarter of 2022, delivering the 
entire project within five years. 
“The first phase of the project 
will be ready in 2024,” he said. 
He estimated the Zed West and 
East projects’ first phases will be 
“ready to move in” by 2023 and 
2024, respectively.

SGR and the purchasing of electric trains, 
Mbarouk said the project remains on 
track with possible trials scheduled for 
early next year. With completion of the 
SGR between Dar es Salaam to Dodoma 
covering a distance of 541kms, the exist-
ing MGR will remain intact.

“We want passengers and cargo own-
ers to be able to choose which train ser-
vice they want to use between Dar es 
Salaam and Makutopora in Dodoma,” 
she hinted saying because costs of the 
two systems will be different, people will 
make choices based on their ability to 
pay.

In 2017, Turkish construction com-
pany, Yapi Merkezi won a tender to 
construct over 300kms of SGR track be-
tween Dar es Salaam and Morogoro at a 
cost of U$1.92 billion. The contract which 
was awarded by Reli Assets Holding 
Company (RAHCO), was expected to last 
36 weeks. The Turkish firm was granted 
another contract to take the SGR track to 
Dodoma in 2019 thanks to its impressive 
performance.

Once completed, the Dar to Mwanza 
line is expected to transport 17 million 
metric tonnes of freight per year. Yapi 
Merkezi is working in partnership with 
Portugal based Mota-Engil Engenharia e 
Construção África.

“We have together reached a clear 
strategic and visionary alignment 
– with the conviction that mass 
manufacturing of electric mobility 
solutions in Africa will not only 
make the products more accessible 
and affordable but also lead to one 
of the largest industrialisation and 
welfare transitions of the region in 
modern time.”

Opibus, which was started in 
2017, converts diesel and petrol 
vehicles and motorcycles engines 
into electric thus reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions, which are the 
major contributors of air pollution 
in urban areas.

“The targets and objectives we’ve 
set for Opibus might seem bold, 
however, it is a mission that has 
become more important than ever. 
We have a responsibility to the 
coming generations and the earth 
as a whole.”

In July, the company introduced 
an electric mining vehicle, which 
it said will cut mining operational 
costs by up to 60 percent, helping 
miners to convert their fleet of 
vehicles to electric cars without 
having to invest in new vehicles.

“Their vehicles are half the cost 
compared to second-hand fossil 
fuel vehicles and perform better in 
the harsh road conditions. We are 
excited to be supporting them in 
their growth phase to achieve true 
impact at scale,” said Helen Lin, 
principal of One Ventures, which is 
one of Opibus’ financiers.
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School dorms 
to have 24-hour 
security to keep 
off arsonists
 NAIROBI 

Schools dormitories will now 
be offered 24-hour security in 
fresh plans to curb the rampant 
cases of fire in learning institu-
tions.

Education Principal Secretary 
Julius Jwan through a directive 
to regional and county directors 
of education, wants the school 
board to ensure the dormitories 
are guarded round the clock in 
order to tame arson cases.

It is not clear though 
whether the dormitories will be 
guarded by private security or 
personnel from the government 
agencies such as police. But the 
PS said the school management 
should work closely with officers 
from the Ministry of Interior 
and Coordination of National 
Government to ensure adequate 
security is provided.

“Boards of management 
should ensure adequate and 
enhanced security around dor-
mitories on 24-hour basis,” 
said Dr Jwan. The PS has also 
directed schools to urgently con-
vene board meetings to discuss 
students’ indiscipline and share 
the resolutions with the County 
Education Board for necessary 
action. In the circular, the PS 
issued a directive to schools not 
to admit students seeking trans-
fer to other schools without hav-
ing been released formally by 
their previous institutions.

“Any students involved in 
any form of indiscipline are not 
allowed to transfer to any other 
school. Therefore, no school 
should admit a student who has 
not been released formally by 
the previous school,” he said. 
The government also wants 
schools to open up accessible 
channels of communication for 
adequate and seamless engage-
ment with learners, including a 
mechanism for addressing stu-
dent grievances.

Last week, the state revised 
the school calendar for the sec-
ond term and allowed a four-day 
break in the wake of student 
unrest. Students will start their 
half-term break on November 
19 and resume learning on 
November 23.

Initially, the school calen-
dar had excluded the mid-term 
break in the initial calendar and 
students were to break for the 
Christmas holidays on December 
23. School heads had called for 
a half-term break to ease the 
pressure brought about by a 
demanding crash programme 
that has resulted in a wave of 
unrest across the country.

The principals early this 
month wrote to the ministry 
asking to be allowed to take a 
break as cases of unrest spread 
throughout the country. There 
have been several cases of 
school fires since the beginning 
of the current term with the 
unrest attributed to lack of a 
half-term break.

Equity Bank Tanzania’s CEO Robert Kiboti (L) and TPC acting postermaster general , Maurice Mbodo exchange contract documents in Dar es 
Salaam mid this week. Photo courtesy of Equity Bank

Infinix Note 11 series comes to local 
market with features of 4G network 

 By Property Watch Reporter

IN order to ensure that customers 
throughout the country have access to its 
banking services, Equity Bank Tanzania 
Limited has signed an agreement with 
Tanzania Postal Corporation to use its 

network of offices.
Announcing the agreement in Dar 

es Salaam mid this week, Equity Bank 
Tanzania’s CEO, Robert Kiboti and TPC’s 
acting Poster Master, Maurice Mbodo said 
the deal will enable many Tanzanians to 
access formal banking services wherever 
they are.

Kiboti said that through the network of 
TPC, the Dar es Salaam based lender will 
be able to reach a wider customer base and 
offer them better and affordable financial 
services. “This milestone achievement will 
increase the scope of our service delivery 
network and enable us to include more 
Tanzanians,” he said. 

The Equity Bank CEO further noted that 
the mission is to provide affordable banking 
services for economic empowerment hence 
the TPC network will join about 3,900 
agents countrywide. “Thus, joining hands 
with Tanzania Postal Corporation, which 
has more than 322 outlets countrywide, it 
will guarantee to reach our entire customer 
base and prospects,” Kiboti added. 

The deal will start with 35 stations 
TPC offices before being extended to all 
branch offices in the country. Under the 
agreement, Equity Bank customers can 
open bank accounts, the normal customer 
cash in and cash out, facilitation of account 
origination, bill payments, facilitating loan 
application origination, issuance of prepaid 

 By Property Watch Reporter

AS the battle for fourth genera-
tion (4G) communication intensi-
fies in the local market, Tigo Tan-
zania in partnership with Infinix 
Tanzania has introduced the latest 
version of smartphone.

Introducing Infinix Note 11 Pro 
and Infinix Note 11 this week in Dar 
es Salaam, Tigo’s Head of Shops 
and Devices, Mkumbo Myonga 
and Infinix Tanzania Public Rela-
tions Officer, Aisha Kurupa said a 
new dawn has arrived in the local 
market.

“In a bid to connect the uncon-
nected, we have partnered with 
Infinix Tanzania to launch the Infi-
nix Note 11series,a flagship phone 
that will further promote internet 
penetration in the country,” Myon-
ga said. 

He explained that the part-
nership with Infinix also shows 
continued trust that the Chinese 
phone maker has in the telco’s 
extensive distribution channels, 
wide 4G network and customer 
base which translates to massive 

sales of the high end device.
“As per our forward looking 

strategy, we aim to accelerate 
smartphone penetration in the 
country while ensuring that cus-
tomers enjoy the best digital ex-
perience via the ultra-fast 4G+ 
network which is the largest in 
the country,” he added saying the 
Infinix Note 11 comes with 96 gi-
gabytes of time to last the whole 
year.

Backing Myonga’s remarks, In-
finix PRO, Karupa said the smart-
phones are set to meet the needs 
of each consumer within their 
working environment because 
they bring faster, stronger and ef-
ficiency in 4G communication.

The Infinix series comes with 
the power and performance le-
veraging a unique combination 
of advanced technologies yet af-
fordable line of smartphones,” she 
noted while adding that the Note 
11 series empower consumer with 
powerful performance and premi-
um-grade technology innovation 
in the palm of their hands.

A ground view of Tigo Tanzania offices located at Makumbusho in Dar es Salaam. 

Equity Bank ropes in Postal Corporation as super

Mahindra ventures into SA farming equipment business
 JOHANNESBURG 

November marks a mile-
stone for Mahindra when it 
officially takes over directly 
all tractor and farm equip-
ment operations in South 
Africa. This means that the 
company will offer a com-
plete range of Mahindra 
tractors and farm equipment 
through a network of deal-
ers, with technical and cus-
tomer service support offered 
directly by its head office and 
Parts Distribution Centre in 
Gauteng.

Mahindra first launched 
its range of farming equip-
ment on local soil in May 
2019. For the two and a half 

years since, it has partnered 
with regional resellers to help 
create a footprint in the major 
agricultural hubs, establish 
relations with farmers and 
agricultural organisations 
and offer customer support.

“With the rapid growth in 
interest in our range of trac-
tors and other equipment and 
given our ambitious plan to 
firmly establish South Africa 
as Mahindra’s second home 
outside of India, we decided 
to take full control of our agri-
cultural division.

“This means that where 
we assisted a third party 
to sell, service and support 
farmers in the past, we will 
now do so directly. After 

careful consideration and 
market assessment, we 
have decided that one of our 
most important customer 
segments – the farmers – 
would be better served by 
MSA distributing the product 
range directly. This decision 
aligns with Mahindra’s 
vision of establishing itself 
as a household name in the 
Southern African markets,” 
says Rajesh Gupta, CEO of 
Mahindra South Africa.

The company is one of the 
world’s largest manufacturer 
of tractors by volume, and 
they have a very strong fol-
lowing in large agricultural 
markets such as the USA and 
Australia. These markets in 

many ways mirror the agricul-
tural sector in South Africa, 
which will allow Mahindra 
to lean on the insights from 
these established markets 
to best serve its local client 
base.

“The Mahindra range 
of farming equipment has 
proven reliable and highly 
popular in many harsh envi-
ronments across the world. 
This is also the case in South 
Africa, where our tractor own-
ers report unmatched levels 
of durability, ease of main-
tenance and fuel efficiency,” 
says Gupta, adding that 
Mahindra is the recipient of 
the prestigious Deming Prize 
and Japan Quality Medal.

and express cards, balance inquiry 
and mini statement, fund transfer, 
float replenishment for agents and 
international remittance through TPC 
branches.

“We are proud to be able to partner with 
Equity Bank in achieving this initiative 
that will help bring banking services to 
more Tanzanians,” said TPC’s Mbodo 
after signing the agreement. He added, 

“Apart from opening doors for banking 
services as super-agent, we will also be 
doing the bank’s couriers services and 
assist in collecting government levies.”

agent for banking services

A Mahindra tractor at work in rural Durban.
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Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea tourism project 
has eye on hydrogen-fuelled seaplanes

 HONG KONG 

Just days after unveiling 
its acquisition of a trio 
of retail assets in Sydney, 
Link REIT has announced 
the purchase of four more 

properties in a single day to 
bring its deal total for the week 
to nearly $1.26 billion.

For the latest additions to its 
HK$206.5 billion ($26.5 billion) 
portfolio, the Hong Kong-listed 
REIT is buying a pair of car facili-
ties in Hong Kong for a combined 
HK$5.82 billion and venturing 
for the first time into the logistics 
sector through the purchase of 
75 percent stakes in a pair of dis-
tribution centres in the cities of 
Dongguan and Foshan in Guang-
dong province for a total of RMB 
754 million ($118 million).

“Our team has been relentless-
ly exploring suitable investment 
opportunities in Hong Kong and 
we are pleased to have conclud-
ed the acquisition of the assets, 
which are strategically located 
in the urban areas in the city,” 
Link REIT chief executive George 
Hongchoy said of the Hong 
Kong acquisition. He added that,  
“While retail remains our key fo-
cus, we are gradually adding oth-
er asset classes with growth po-
tential to improve our portfolio 
mix and strengthen our portfolio 
resilience and productivity.”

The property pickups were 

revealed on the same day that 
Asia’s largest listed trust revealed 
its interim results for the current 
fiscal year, with its revenue rising 
10.4 percent in the six months 
ending 30 September, compared 
to the same period last year. Net 
property income grew by 8.8 
percent over the same interval, 
interim distributions per unit ris-
ing 12.7 percent.

In announcing its results today, 
Link REIT noted that, with life 
within Hong Kong returning to 
normal, occupancy in its retail 
portfolio in the city has reached 
a historical high and indicated 
that the logistics acquisition 
would allow it to further diver-
sify while maintaining its growth 
trajectory.

After picking up heritage-listed 
retail assets on the main shop-
ping street of Sydney’s CBD, Link 
REIT opted for more humble 
properties in its home town, as 
it agreed to acquire a nine-storey 
car showroom in eastern Hong 
Kong Island’s Chai Wan district 
and a combined auto service 
centre and car park in Kowloon’s 
Hung Hom area from Jardine 
Matheson Group.

The Chai Wan property is a 
1989-vintage go-down at 60 Ka 
Yip Street which covers 438,351 
square feet (40,724 square me-
tres) of floor area on a 62,528 
square foot site. Link REIT is pay-
ing HK$2.7 billion to purchase 

 RIYADH 

The Red Sea Development Com-
pany, developer of the mega-tour-
ism project on Saudi Arabia’s west 
coast, is exploring more sustainable 
ways for visitors to fly into the ultra-
luxury destination, including using 
hydrogen-fuelled seaplanes to ac-
cess its islands in the future, as part 
of conservation efforts, its chief ex-
ecutive said.

The company is also looking into 
more immediately available op-
tions for greener travel through 
carbon sequestration and use of 
sustainable aviation fuels on flights 
serving its international airport, 
which will run entirely on renew-
able energy, John Pagano said at 
the Future Investment Initiative in 
Riyadh on Wednesday.

Together, these measures are ex-
pected to save 500,000 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide that would other-
wise by emitted each year, doubling 
to 1 million tons of carbon reduc-
tions when factoring in the adja-
cent mega-tourism project Amaala, 
said Mr Pagano, who is chief execu-
tive of both government-backed 
companies. “We’re not just a travel 
destination, but an incubator of 
ideas, a centre of learning,” he said.

The large-scale projects being 
developed by companies such as 
Amaala and TRSDC are part of the 
kingdom’s efforts to diversify and 
cut its dependence on oil revenue. 
Development of non-oil sectors 
such as tourism are key planks of 
the kingdom’s Vision 2030 econom-
ic transformation agenda.

As part of its regenerative tour-
ism push, TRSDC and Amaala are 
targeting a 30 per cent net conser-
vation benefit over the next two 
decades across the entire area of 
the projects, Mr Pagano said.

“What that means is that those 
beautiful mangroves and coral 
reefs will be more plentiful in years 
to come, enabling biodiversity to 
flourish,” Mr Pagano said. The com-
pany is working with the King Ab-
dullah University of Science and 
Technology to grow coral in a lab to 
be put back into the sea and is work-

Link REIT buys Hong Kong auto 
shops and China warehouses 

and visitors.”
The REIT’s manager went 

on to note that in addition 
to hosting the car service 
centre, the facility has a 400-
slot public car park. For its 
Hong Kong island asset, the 
REIT manager said, “The 
Chai Wan Property is located 
on the eastern-end of Hong 
Kong Island and commands a 
striking waterfront presence 
along the Victoria Harbour. 
Each floor of the property 
offers a panoramic sea view, 
which holds attractive appeal 
for car dealers as it provides 
unique branding and custom-
er experiences.”

For its foray into the world 
of warehouses, Link REIT is 
buying 75 percent stakes in 
a pair of fully occupied dis-
tribution hubs from local de-
veloper First Priority Group, 
which will retain the remain-
ing quarter stake.

In Dongguan, Link has ac-
quired a 110,015 square me-
tre (1.18 million square foot) 
property at 281 Yanhe Road in 
Shatian district, which has 46 
years remaining on its land 
tenure after being completed 
in 2019. The asset currently 
generates monthly passing 
income of RMB 4.8 million, 
according to the company 
statement, and is 44 percent 
leased to a grocery operator, 

38 percent to a third-party 
logistics operator and 18 per-
cent occupied by consumer 
goods companies.

The Foshan asset measures 
86,793 square metres and 
also has 46 years left on its ti-
tle after being completed last 
year. A two-storey structure, 
like its Dongguan cousin, the 
warehouse generates month-
ly passing income of RMB 2.8 
million per month and is fully 
leased to an e-commerce ten-
ant.

Combined, the portfolio 
measures 196,808 square me-
tres, which puts Link REIT’s 
price per unit area for its 75 
percent stake at RMB 6,727. 
The trust says that it views 
the logistics acquisition as 
complementary to its retail 
holdings and noted that it 
may further collaborate with 
First Priority in assembling a 
portfolio of warehouse assets 
totalling more than 500,000 
square metres in the Greater 
Bay Area.

With the acquisition having 
been completed on 27 Octo-
ber, First Priority will contin-
ue to serve as the operational 
partner for the two assets, 
with the Dongguan having a 
weighted average period to 
lease expiry of 3.5 years and 
the Foshan shed leased for 
4.4 years.

the property from a unit of Jardine 
Motor Holdings, which currently 
leases the building for its Zung Fu 
division – the official distributor of 
Mercedes Benz cars in the city.

The site’s 75-year land lease com-
menced from 24 July 1981, and car-
ries an option to renew for another 
75 year term. At the stated consider-
ation, the trust is paying the equiva-
lent of HK$6,159 for the asset.

In Hung Hom, Link REIT is paying 
HK$3.12 billion for a combined car 
showroom and service facility at 50 
Po Lo Street which measures 421,401 
square feet on a 36,500 square foot 
site. The 999-year leasehold proper-
ty is currently occupied by Jardine 
Matheson, which will continue to 
lease the facility following the trans-

action. At the stated compensation, 
the trust is paying HK$7,404 per 
square foot for its Kowloon car spot.

Link REIT said that the considera-
tion for the Hong Kong acquisitions, 
together with related expenses 
will be funded from its own cash 
resources as well as through debt 
facilities. CBRE is reported to have 
advised on both of the Hong Kong 
transactions.

In explaining the transaction, Link 
REIT said, “The Hung Hom Property 
is located in a high-density catch-
ment area surrounded by private 
residential and commercial build-
ings. The property is within 3 min-
utes’ walk from Whampoa MTR Sta-
tion and is frequently patronized by 
neighbourhood residents, workers, 

Saudi’s Red Sea Project site.

Link REIT’s Benz badge on Chai Wan facility. 

 LONDON 

The average UK house price hit a 
record high of £270,027 in October, 
according to an index. The average 
property value grew by 0.9 per cent 
in October – showing an increase 
of more than £2,500 during the 
month, Halifax said.

Halifax put average house prices 
about £20,000 higher than a sepa-
rate index run by Nationwide Build-
ing Society, with studies using differ-
ent methods to track average prices.

Earlier this week, Nationwide said 
that the average UK house price 
had hit a new record for its index 
of £250,311. Wales is the strongest 
performer across the UK, with an-
nual house price inflation of 12.9 per 
cent, according to Halifax’s index.

Russell Galley, managing director 
of Halifax, said: “With prices rising 
for a fourth straight month, the an-
nual rate of inflation now sits at 8.1 
per cent, its highest level since June. 
“One of the key drivers of activity in 
the housing market over the past 18 
months has been the race for space, 
with buyers seeking larger proper-
ties, often farther from urban cen-
tres. “Combined with temporary 
measures such as the cut to stamp 
duty, this has helped push the aver-
age property price up to an all-time 
high of £270,027. “Since April 2020, 
the first full month of lockdown, the 
value of the average property has 
soared by £31,516 (13.2 per cent).”

He said that first-time buyers, sup-
ported by parental deposits, have 
improved mortgage access and low 
borrowing costs have also helped 
to drive price growth in recent 
months. Mr Galley said: “First-time 
buyer annual house price inflation 
(9.2 per cent) is now at a five-month 
high, and has pushed ahead of the 
equivalent measure for home mov-
ers (8.1 per cent).

“More generally, the performance 
of the economy continues to pro-
vide a benign backdrop to housing 
market activity. The labour market 
has outperformed expectations 
through to the end of furlough, with 
the number of vacancies high and 
rising relative to the numbers of un-
employed.

Average UK 
house price hits 
record £270,027

Residential apartments in London. 

ing on a tagging programme 
to boost the population of the 
critically-endangered hawks-
bill turtle. “Sustainability is no 
longer a nice-to-have, it’s an 
absolute necessity,” Mr Pagano 
told the forum.

In addition to its pledge to 
reach net-zero carbon emis-
sions by 2060, Saudi Arabia 

also plans to more than double 
its target of reducing annual 
carbon emissions to 278 mil-
lion tonnes by 2030. This is up 
from a previous target of 130m 
tonnes.

The kingdom’s pledge to 
reach net-zero emissions by 
2060 covers its domestic emis-
sions and does not extend to 

carbon dioxide released from 
use of its crude products across 
the world. TRSDC project is 
expected to welcome its first 
guests by the end of 2022, when 
the international airport and 
first hotels are due to open.

The Middle East’s travel and 
tourism sector is forecast to 
grow 27.1 per cent this year – 

slightly below the global aver-
age of 30.7 per cent – and 28 per 
cent in 2022, the World Travel 
and Tourism Council indus-
try forum said in a report on 
Wednesday. This comes as bor-
ders re-open to international 
travellers as Covid-19 restric-
tions loosen.
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WORLD
The risk of measles outbreaks is high 

after more than 22 million infants missed 
their first vaccine doses during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic in 2020, the World Health 
Organization and the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention warned.

Reported measles cases fell by more 
than 80 percent last year compared with 
2019, but a higher number of children 
missing their vaccine doses leaves them 
vulnerable, a joint report by the WHO and 
the US CDC showed on Wednesday. 

About 3 million more children missed 
the shots in 2020 than the previous year, 
the largest increase in two decades, threat-

ening global efforts to eventually eradicate 
the highly infectious viral disease.

“Large numbers of unvaccinated chil-
dren, outbreaks of measles, and disease 
detection and diagnostics diverted to sup-
port COVID-19 responses are factors that 
increase the likelihood of measles-related 
deaths and serious complications in chil-
dren,” the US CDC’s immunization head, 
Kevin Cain, said.

Measles is one of the most contagious 
diseases known, more so than COVID-19, 
Ebola, tuberculosis or flu. It can be espe-
cially dangerous for babies and young chil-
dren, with pneumonia among the possible 

Report: World at risk of measles 
outbreaks amid pandemic

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping yesterday urged the Asia-
Pacific region to face up to the 
responsibility of the times, be 
in the driver’s seat, and strive 
hard to meet the goal of build-
ing an Asia-Pacific community 
with a shared future.

Xi made the remarks while 
delivering a keynote speech 
at the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation CEO Summit via 
video.

At present, COVID-19 is still 
ravaging the world, and the 
journey to global economic 
recovery remains a difficult 
and tortuous one, Xi said.

He urged the region to 
make all-out efforts to fight 
COVID-19. “At this trying time, 
it is all the more important 
that we should stay confident, 
keep a steady hand on the 
tiller, and forge ahead with 
determination,” Xi said.

The Chinese leader called 
for openness and cooperation 
in the Asia-Pacific region. “We 
should all be broad-minded, 
follow the underlying trend of 
the times and proactively ex-
pand opening-up.”

The Asia-Pacific region 
should “advance trade and 
investment liberalization and 
facilitation, keep industrial 
and supply chains stable and 
functioning, and promote the 
orderly flow of resources and 
inputs to boost economic re-
covery and achieve intercon-
nected development,” he said.

While urging the region to 
be forward-looking and move 
ahead, Xi said that the Asia-

Pacific region cannot and 
should not relapse into the 
confrontation and division of 
the Cold War era.

China will strike a balance 
between low-carbon transi-
tion and ensuring the liv-
ing needs of its people, and 
between development and 
carbon reduction, and will 
achieve carbon peak and car-
bon neutrality within the time 
frame we set.

In terms of green transition, 
he urged the region to fol-
low the principle of common 
but differentiated responsi-
bilities and deliver on what 
was agreed upon in the Paris 
Agreement on climate change 
and at the 15th Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention on Biological 
Diversity.

“Working together, all of 
us can embark on a path of 
green, low-carbon and sus-
tainable development,” Xi 
said.

Talking about innovation, 
Xi called for efforts to speed 
up scientific and technologi-
cal innovation and institu-
tional innovation, promote 
the commercialization of sci-
entific and technological ad-
vances, and foster new driv-
ers of growth.

“We need to scale up co-
operation between member 
economies of the Asia-Pacific 
on scientific and technologi-
cal innovation, and foster an 
open, fair, equitable and non-
discriminatory environment 
for the development of sci-
ence and technology,” Xi said.

China has attained the goal 

of fully building a moderately 
prosperous society within 
the set time frame, secured 
a historic success in eradi-
cating absolute poverty, and 
embarked on a new journey 
toward fully building itself 
into a modern socialist coun-
try. “This will create greater 
opportunities for our region,” 
Xi said.

He pledged that China will 
remain firm in advancing re-
form and opening-up so as to 
add impetus to economic de-
velopment in the Asia-Pacific.

China is committed to 
building a high-standard mar-
ket system and will work to 
make new progress in reform-
ing important areas and key 
links. The country will pursue 
high-standard institutional 
opening-up, and continue to 
improve its business environ-
ment, Xi said.

The country will work to 
cement the foundation for 
long-term development of the 
Chinese economy and better 
support businesses from both 
the Asia-Pacific and the wider 
world in investing and operat-
ing in China, Xi said.

He stressed that China will 
advance green transition on 
all fronts and make its due 
contribution to boosting eco-
logical conservation in the 
Asia-Pacific and beyond.

“China will strike a balance 
between low-carbon transi-
tion and ensuring the liv-
ing needs of its people, and 
between development and 
carbon reduction, and will 
achieve carbon peak and car-
bon neutrality within the time 
frame we set,” Xi said.

He underscored that China 
will stay committed to pro-
moting win-win cooperation 
and contribute to the eco-
nomic development of the 
Asia-Pacific.

China will continue to prac-
tice true multilateralism, take 
an active part in global eco-
nomic governance and pro-
mote the building of an open 
world economy, Xi added.

China will also inject impe-
tus into economic recovery 
and sustainable development 
in the Asia-Pacific region, and 
strive to build a global com-
munity of development with 
a shared future, he noted.

In terms of green transi-
tion, he urged the region to 
follow the principle of com-
mon but differentiated re-
sponsibilities and deliver on 
what was agreed upon in the 
Paris Agreement on climate 
change and at the 15th Meet-
ing of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity.

“Working together, all of 
us can embark on a path of 
green, low-carbon and sus-
tainable development,” Xi 
said.

Talking about innovation, 
Xi called for efforts to speed 
up scientific and technologi-
cal innovation and institu-
tional innovation, promote 
the commercialization of sci-
entific and technological ad-
vances, and foster new driv-
ers of growth.

“We need to scale up co-
operation between member 
economies of the Asia-Pacific 
on scientific and technologi-
cal innovation, and foster 
an open, fair, equitable and 
non-discriminatory environ-
ment for the development of 
science and technology,” Xi 
said.

China has attained the goal 
of fully building a moderately 
prosperous society within 
the set time frame, secured 
a historic success in eradi-
cating absolute poverty, and 
embarked on a new journey 
toward fully building itself 
into a modern socialist coun-
try. “This will create greater 
opportunities for our region,” 
Xi said.

		  Xinhua

Xi urges Asia-Pacific to build community with shared future

Japan favors signing of peace treaty with Russia after solving Kuril Islands issue 
TOKYO

Tokyo favors the signing of 
the peace treaty with Russia af-
ter solving the territorial issue, 
Japan’s new foreign minister 
Yoshimasa Hayashi told the first 
press conference after his ap-
pointment to the post.

“As far as the peace treaty with 
Russia is concerned, we should 
not pass [this problem] to future 
generations. We are committed 

to the focus on signing the peace 
treaty after the territorial issue 
is solved,” he said on Thursday. 
Tokyo also intends to continue 
negotiating the peace treaty with 
Moscow “on the basis of existing 
agreements,” including those 
reached at the top level in Singa-
pore in 2018, the minister added.

For decades, Moscow and To-
kyo have been holding consulta-
tions in order to hammer out a 
peace treaty in the aftermath of 

World War II. The southern Ku-
ril Islands issue remains the key 
sticking point. In 1945, the whole 
archipelago was handed over 
to the Soviet Union. Tokyo laid 
claims to Iturup, Kunashir, Shiko-
tan and a group of uninhabited 
islands. The Russian Foreign Min-
istry has repeatedly stated that 
Moscow’s sovereignty over the 
islands is enshrined in interna-
tional law and cannot be called 
into question.

In November 2018, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
then Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe held a meeting on 
the sidelines of the ASEAN sum-
mit in Singapore and agreed that 
the two countries would acceler-
ate the pace of the peace negotia-
tions based on the 1956 Joint Dec-
laration. The declaration ended 
the state of war, saying that the 
Soviet government was ready 
to hand Shikotan Island and a 

group of small islands called Ha-
bomai over to Japan on condition 
that Tokyo would take control of 
them once a peace treaty was 
signed.

The declaration was ratified 
by the parliaments of both states 
on December 8, 1956. As the Rus-
sian side has repeatedly noted, 
this document clearly stated that 
the issue of border delimitation 
could be considered only after 
the conclusion of a peace treaty.

Chinese President Xi Jinping re-
cently attended and addressed via 
video link the first session of the 16th 
Group of 20 (G20) Leaders’ Summit, 
systematically proposing feasible ap-
proaches to reviving the global econ-
omy and long-term strategies for im-
proving global economic governance 
in his speech.

As the premier forum for inter-
national economic cooperation, the 
G20 shoulders an important mission 
to stabilize the world economy and 
expand its development space.

Xi’s remarks at the summit have 
built consensus for and injected 
strong momentum into the realiza-
tion of global inclusive and sustain-

able development and fully manifest-
ed the foresight, sagacity and sense of 
responsibility of the leader of a major 
country.

The COVID-19 pandemic has made 
a complex and far-reaching impact 
on the landscape of world economy 
and global economic governance. 
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) lowered its forecast for global 
economic growth in 2021 in its latest 
World Economic Outlook, believing 
that downside risks will predominate.

As the North-South divide contin-
ues to grow, people worry that the 
uneven global economic recovery 
will further worsen inequality in the 
world.

Born at the most critical moment 
of the global financial crisis in 2008, 
the G20 leaders’ summit mechanism 
witnessed how all the G20 members 
helped bring the world economy 
back on track through concerted ef-
forts back then.

Today, the G20 members should 
work together with the same cour-
age and strategic vision to lead global 
economic recovery from the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We should step up macroeco-
nomic policy coordination and en-
sure the continuity, consistency and 
sustainability of our policies. Major 
economies should adopt responsible 
macroeconomic policies, prevent 

measures taken for themselves from 
entailing rising inflation, exchange 
rate fluctuations or mounting debts, 
avoid negative spillovers on develop-
ing countries, and ensure sound op-
eration of the international economic 
and financial system,” Xi said in his 
speech at the first session of the 16th 
G20 Leaders’ Summit.

A fairer, more just and rational 
global economic governance system 
is a strong guarantee of the world 
economy’s returning to the track of 
growth and achieving medium and 
long-term stable development.

Countries should improve the glob-
al economic governance system and 
rules, and make up for the relevant 

governance deficit while taking mea-
sures to deal with the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Xi pointed out 
in his speech.

China proposed holding an inter-
national forum on resilient and stable 
industrial and supply chains, and is 
ready to lend the new allocation of 
the IMF’s Special Drawing Rights to 
low-income countries that are seri-
ously affected by COVID-19, accord-
ing to Xi.

These decisions have once again 
demonstrated China’s consistent po-
sition that it stands together through 
thick and thin and fights against cri-
ses with other countries, especially 
the vast number of developing coun-

tries, and will provide strong support 
for the efforts of developing nations 
to pool resources to combat the pan-
demic and pursue economic recov-
ery.

Innovation is a decisive factor in 
promoting economic and social de-
velopment and in addressing the 
common challenges to humanity, 
Xi suggested at the summit that the 
G20 should shoulder responsibilities 
in the digital era, quicken the devel-
opment of new types of digital infra-
structure, promote deeper integra-
tion of digital technologies with the 
real economy, and help developing 
countries eliminate the digital divide.

	                    People’s Daily

NAIROBI

Ethiopian authorities have rounded up high-profile 
Tigrayans – from a bank CEO to priests – as well as United 
Nations staff in a mass crackdown on suspected supporters 
of rebellious northern forces, according to people linked to 
the detainees.

Police denied targeting the Tigrayan ethnic group, say-
ing those arrested were believed to have links to the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which has fought central 
government for a year.

The war has killed thousands, forced more than two 
million people from their homes, sucked in troops from 
neighboring Eritrea and left hundreds of thousands in fam-
ine. Fighting has spread into neighboring Afar and Amhara 
regions, threatening the stability of Ethiopia and the wider 
Horn of Africa.

Ethiopia declared a state of emergency last week as Tig-
rayan forces pushed south towards the capital Addis Ababa. 
That allows for indefinite detentions and requires citizens to 
carry ID cards that can indicate ethnic origin. 

The United Nations said on Tuesday at least 16 Ethiopian 
staff and dependents were detained but has not specified 
their ethnicity. On Wednesday, it said nine were still in cus-
tody.

The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission said the arrests 
of Tigrayans – the latest in repeated waves documented by 
Reuters – were at least in the hundreds, including elderly 
people and mothers with children.

The detentions were “out of control”, one senior Ethio-
pian official told Reuters. He asked for anonymity for fear 
of retribution. 

BANKERS AND PRIESTS
Government spokesperson Legesse Tulu did not immedi-

ately respond to Reuters requests for comment. Federal po-
lice spokesperson Jeylan Abdi said he was not authorized to 
comment on detentions, while Addis Ababa police spokes-
man Fasika Fante said last week those detained “directly or 
indirectly” backed the TPLF.

The attorney general Gedion Timotheos did not respond 
to requests for comment but previously told Reuters that 
the judicial system contained checks and balances to ensure 
the innocent were freed.

On Tuesday, police detained Daniel Tekeste, the Tigrayan 
CEO of Lion Bank along with five other staff, a bank employ-
ee told Reuters, adding they were released later that night.

A branch manager at another private bank told Reuters 
a policeman visited his office in the capital on Tuesday and 
asked if any Tigrayans worked there. The manager said he 
told the officer he did not have that information, and he left.

Three high-level members of the former federally-ap-
pointed Tigray administration were detained last week but 
later released, one said, adding that many lower- and mid-
dle-ranking regional Tigrayan government officials were still 
detained.

Abraha Desta, a former cabinet-level member of the Ti-
grayan administration who had been a prominent critic of 
the TPLF, was arrested in October after publicly denouncing 
arrests of Tigrayans.

A Tigrayan member of the ruling Prosperity Party was 
called to a meeting on Monday in the Kirkos district of the 
capital and then arrested, his friend told Reuters.

A list compiled by an imprisoned priest and passed to a 
family member said 37 priests and religious workers had 
been arrested from four churches in the capital. The Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 

CAFE ROUND-UP
Tadele Gebremedhin, a Tigrayan lawyer handling the 

cases of detained journalists and senior TPLF officials, was 
arrested at his home on Nov 4, said a colleague. He remains 
in prison.

However, most of the arrests reported to Reuters were not 
high-profile citizens. A resident of Addis Ababa said three 
Tigrayan friends – a bartender and two real estate brokers – 
were arrested last week. Uniformed police and men in plain-
clothes arrested the bartender at Aarabon Cafe, the man 
said, while police arrested the brokers at night at their 
homes.

A UN spokesperson said that as well as the 16 staff and 
dependents, 72 drivers contracted by the UN’s World 
Food Programme (WFP) were also arrested in Semera, 
the capital city of Afar region.

“Those that have been detained are Ethiopians who vi-
olate the law,” government spokesperson Legesse said of 
the UN staff on Tuesday. He did not return calls for com-
ment on the drivers.

The government has previously accused aid groups of 
arming Tigrayan forces but never produced proof.

This month, the Tigrayans joined up with another 
armed group, the Oromo Liberation Army. The two have 
threatened to either attack the capital or seize a transport 
corridor linking landlocked Ethiopia to the region’s main 
seaport.

				    Agencies

Ethiopia rounds up high-
profile Tigrayans, UN staff

China calls on G20 members to strive for steady recovery of world economy by addressing both symptoms and root causes of problems they face

In this file photo taken on March 3, 2020, a toddler undergoes a measles vaccination at 
a center in Temba, near Seke Banza, western DR Congo. AFP

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a keynote speech at the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) CEO Summit via video, in Beijing, 
capital of China, yesterday.  XINHUA

complications.
In 2019, reported cases of measles 

were at their highest in almost a quarter 
of a century.

The latest report said 24 measles vac-
cination campaigns originally planned 
for 2020 in 23 countries were post-
poned, leaving more than 93 million 
people at risk.

“It’s critical that countries vaccinate 
as quickly as possible against COVID-19, 

but this requires new resources so that 
it does not come at the cost of essential 
immunization programs,” said Dr Kate 
O’Brien, director of the WHO’s depart-
ment of immunization, vaccines and 
biologicals.

“Routine immunization must be pro-
tected and strengthened; otherwise, we 
risk trading one deadly disease for an-
other,” she said.

			   Agencies
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By Zhang Xinran

The political atmosphere in the 
United States is making Chinese ob-
servers cautiously optimistic about 
the prospect of climate change coop-
eration between Beijing and Wash-
ington, said Ding Zhongli, a geologist 
and vice-chairman of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress, China’s top legislature.

“Leaders from both China and 
the US have made positive remarks 
on climate change cooperation, but 
whether such goodwill can be main-
tained remains a test for US politi-
cians,” said Ding, who took part in 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in 2009.

With the COP 26 conference on cli-
mate change currently taking place 
in Glasgow, Scotland, global warm-
ing is being widely discussed, and 
many people are looking to China 
and the US to lead. “Partnership be-
tween China and the US is the key 
to solving most of the world’s prob-
lems”, Ding, who is also a member 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
told China Daily, “and that is the per-
spective from which we need to see 
climate change.”

He added that the two countries 
have the widest range of technolo-
gies for tackling climate change and 
a partnership between them is also 
key to the world’s peaceful develop-
ment.

“President Xi Jinping has stressed 
the importance of cooperation be-
tween China and the US, and climate 
change is no exception. Politicians 
on both sides have demonstrated 
positivity toward the matter,” Ding 
said.

Still, he warned that such a part-
nership cannot be taken as a given. 
“The strategic position of the US is 

not conducive to mutual benefit and co-
existence”, he said, commenting on the 
“competition, cooperation and confron-
tation” strategy adopted by the Biden 
administration in its policies toward 
China.

“The US has already threatened to 
decouple in areas such as technologi-
cal development, it’s hard to say if this 
might extend to climate-related areas in 
the future.”

Ding also pointed out the uncertainty 
stemming from US domestic politics, 
highlighting the country’s track record 
on international climate cooperation.

Viewed from a historical perspec-
tive, former president Donald Trump’s 
withdrawal from the Paris Agreement is 
not the only U-turn the US has made on 
climate change, he said. Nineteen years 
ago, former president George W. Bush 
announced that the country would not 
implement the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, a 
treaty his predecessor Bill Clinton had 
signed three years earlier.

“A review of the US record on climate 
change demonstrates at least one thing, 
the country’s two main political parties 
have not reached consensus on the is-
sue,” Ding said.

The Trump administration was high-
ly skeptical about climate science and 
took that skepticism to its logical extent 
by pulling out of the Paris Agreement 
last year. The Biden administration re-
versed the decision, and rejoined this 
year.

Looking beyond China and the US, he 
stressed the importance of developed 
nations and developing nations enhanc-
ing collaboration on climate change.

“Developed nations have to fulfill 
their promises, actively share their 
technology, and provide financial aid to 
developing nations,” he said, “so devel-
oping countries can set a higher start-
ing point for green development.”

			   Agencies

Glasgow

China and the United States have 
signed a joint declaration to address 
the global climate crisis during the 
next decade, marking one of the most 
significant breakthroughs yet to come 
out of the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties, or 
COP26, in Glasgow, Scotland.

The declaration, which is called the 
US-China Joint Glasgow Declaration 
on Enhancing Climate Action in the 
2020s, was announced on Wednesday 
evening by China’s special climate en-
voy, Xie Zhenhua, and US special pres-
idential envoy for climate, John Kerry.

The move took many onlookers in 
Glasgow by surprise, with the media 
alerted to a joint news conference 
just an hour before it started. Several 
world leaders have labelled this year’s 
COP as the most important since the 
Paris Agreement was signed in 2015, 
and a US-China declaration is sure to 
send a strong signal to all delegations 
in attendance. 

Xie said that the problem of glob-
al warming is “increasingly urgent 
and severe” and that climate change 
threatens an “existential crisis”.

“In the area of climate change, there 
is more agreement between the US 
and China than divergence, making 
it an area with huge potential for our 
cooperation,” Xie said. “As two major 
powers, both China and the US shoul-
der international responsibilities and 
obligations. We need to think big.”

Kerry said the current time repre-
sents a “critical decade” in the fight to 
combat global warming.

“The US and China have no short-
age of differences, but on climate, co-
operation is the only way to get things 
done,” Kerry said. “We cannot reach 
our goals without countries working 
together, and China and the US in par-

Beijing, Washington ink joint climate declarationClimate change cooperation sets ‘test for US politicians’

MOSCOW

The leaders of Russia and Belarus on 
Tuesday discussed the tensions arising 
from migrants massing on the Belarus-
Poland border, the Kremlin said.

In a phone call, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and his Belarusian 
counterpart Alexander Lukashenko ex-
changed views on the issue, the Krem-
lin said.

It said the leaders reiterated their 
commitment to the further develop-
ment of mutually beneficial integration 
processes in the spirit of partnership 
and allied relations.

The talks came after several thou-
sand migrants approached the Polish 
border on Monday. Some of them tried 
to tear down barbed-wire fencing and 
break through into Poland. Polish law 
enforcement officers used tear gas to 
stop the migrants.

According to Russian state news 
agency Tass, more than 30,000 mi-
grants have tried to cross from Belarus 
into Poland this year, and over 4,000 
illegal migrants have been detained at 
the Lithuanian-Belarusian border.

Belarus on Wednesday accused Pol-
ish security forces of severely beating 
some migrants that had tried to cross 
into European Union territory, as the 
political rhetoric over the crisis on 
their border escalates.

Agence France-Presse reported that 
hundreds of migrants are trapped on 
the border with Poland in freezing tem-
peratures, and the presence of troops 
from both sides has raised fears of a 
confrontation.

The Belarusian border guard service 
said on Wednesday in a statement that 
four ethnic Kurds had been beaten 
by Polish guards as they attempted to 
cross the border.

Images published by the border 
guards showed a chain-link fence de-
lineating the border, migrants sitting 

around fires, and four men, some with 
bloody clothes and one with cuts on his 
hands, covering their faces.

“Judging by the numerous injuries on 
the bodies of the migrants, the Polish 
security forces mistreated the people 
and, using force, pushed them out be-
hind a barbed-wire fence on the border 
with Belarus,” the statement said. The 
men had been given medical assis-
tance, it said.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov on Tuesday suggested that the EU 
could provide financial assistance to 
Belarus in order to encourage it to stop 
migrants from crossing over.

Poland and the EU have accused 
Belarus of orchestrating the migrant 
flows to destabilize the region. But Lav-
rov said the EU had to be consistent on 
how it treated third countries used by 
migrants to cross into the EU.

Lukashenko has denied the accusa-
tions leveled against his government 
by the West.

Lavrov argued that the growing 
standoff on the frontier was the fault of 
the EU, saying that Brussels’ migration 
policies are responsible for a worsen-
ing humanitarian crisis on the border 
between Poland and Belarus.

On Tuesday, Polish Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki accused Russia of 
being behind the crisis. The Kremlin 
had not yet responded to that allega-
tion.

Putin, Lukashenko discuss migrant flows

China and the US said they 
intend to establish a Working 
Group on Enhancing Climate Ac-
tion in the 2020s, which will meet 
regularly to “address the climate 
crisis and advance the multilater-
al process, focusing on enhancing 
concrete actions in this decade”.

In the declaration, the US cit-
ed domestic targets to reduce 
methane emissions, and China 
announced its own plans for a 
“comprehensive and ambitious 
National Action Plan on meth-
ane”, aiming to achieve signifi-
cant emissions control and re-
ductions in the 2020s.

Also on Wednesday, COP26 
President Alok Sharma pub-
lished a first draft of the pro-
posed Glasgow agreement, 
which parties will aim to reach 
at this year’s conference, after 
further negotiations.

The draft called on coun-
tries to accelerate the phas-
ing out of both coal and fossil 
fuel subsidies, neither of which 
has been mentioned in previous 
COP agreements. The document 

HARARE

Zimbabwe’s elephants 
are slowly becoming a dan-
ger unto themselves as they 
continue to destroy their 
own habitat as well as that of 
other wild animals, a wildlife 
official has said.

Zimbabwe Parks and Wild-
life Management Author-
ity (ZIMPARKS) spokesman 
Tinashe Farawo said the situ-
ation was becoming unten-
able in areas such as Hwange 
in western Zimbabwe where 
huge swathes of vegetation 
were being lost to the grow-

ing elephant population.
Zimbabwe’s elephant pop-

ulation is estimated to be 
more than 100,000, more 
than double its ecological 
carrying capacity of about 
45,000, according to conser-
vationists.

It boasts of about a quarter 
of the continent’s elephant 
population and the second-
highest in the world after Bo-
tswana.

This is due to the country’s 
robust conservation mea-
sures which have protected 
the critically endangered 
species.

But such measures are 
now literally coming back to 
haunt the authorities as the 
habitats can no longer sus-
tain the growing numbers.

“The elephants are slowly 
becoming a danger unto 
themselves. They are de-
stroying their habitat and 
that of other animals. Go to 
Hwange National Park and 
you will think that someone 
has been deliberately razing 
down the trees,” he told Xin-
hua.

Environment, Climate, 
Tourism and Hospitality 
Minister Mangaliso Ndlovu 

said in May 2021 that the 
government was considering 
culling the elephants to save 
the habitat.

However, some interna-
tional conservationists have 
frowned upon the idea.

Farawo said these conser-
vationists should leave their 
offices abroad and come to 
Zimbabwe to see what is pre-
vailing on the ground.

To sustain its conservation 
efforts, Zimbabwe also wants 
to raise funds through the 
sale of ivory, but the conser-
vationists fear that this will 
open floodgates for poach-

ing.
“We’re battling an ever-

increasing population of 
animals. They can come and 
see for themselves how our 
people are coping. We must 
be allowed to benefit from 
our resources. These are the 
issues we have to deal with,” 
he said.

The country last culled 
elephants in 1988 and con-
tinues to have stockpiles of 
ivory which it cannot sell be-
cause of restrictions from the 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangers Species 
(CITES).

President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa in 2019 implored 
CITES to allow it to sell its 
600 million U.S. dollars worth 
ivory stockpile, but the plea 
fell on deaf ears, prompting 
the country to consider pull-
ing out of the convention. 
Another option to deal with 
over-population would be to 
translocate some of the ele-
phants from densely populat-
ed parks to those which can 
sustain higher populations.

However, the exercise is 
costly and given that there 
are other conflicting social 
needs in society, funding for 

such an exercise would be 
difficult to find, Farawo said.

“The last time we carried 
out such a translocation of 
100 elephants it cost us about 
half a million U.S. dollars,” he 
said.

Apart from the destruction 
of habitat, elephants are also 
leading in incidences of hu-
man and wildlife conflict.

Farawo said almost 60 
people had died from such 
conflicts since the beginning 
of 2021, with elephants and 
crocodiles accounting for 
more than 90 percent of the 
cases.                        Xinhua

Zimbabwe’s elephants becoming a danger unto themselves, parks official says

ticular, as the two largest emitters in 
the world, both have to help show the 
way.” 

In the joint declaration, both sides 
reaffirmed their commitment un-
der the Paris Agreement to “hold the 
global average temperature increase 
to well below 2 C and to pursue efforts 
to limit it to 1.5 C”.

The two countries also agreed to 
cooperate closely during the next 10 
years on a range of climate-related 
issues, including methane emissions, 
fossil fuel reduction, and clean energy 
technologies.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres called the declaration an “im-
portant step in the right direction”.

“I welcome today’s agreement be-
tween China and the US to work to-
gether to take more ambitious climate 
action in this decade,” Guterres said on 
Twitter. “Tackling the climate crisis re-
quires international collaboration and 
solidarity.”

European Commission Vice-Presi-
dent Frans Timmermans said on Twit-
ter that bilateral cooperation between 
the US and China “should boost nego-
tiations at COP26”. 

At a village in central China’s 
Henan province, Shang Qinjie, a 
young art enthusiast, was busy 
spraying oil paint onto a wall, 
drawing the attention of many 
residents.

“I’m painting an anime-style 
picture of a pastoral scene. It’s 
merely a one- or two-day job,” 
said the post-90s man, standing 
on a scaffold.

In May 2019, at the invitation of 
a schoolmate, he began to paint 
pictures on walls at Xiaotun vil-
lage, Zhangcun township, Xinx-
iang city of Henan, also his home-
town, before which he worked in 
big cities.

At first, Shang merely did it for 
fun. It is his interest in painting 
that has kept him doing the job to 
this day.

Shang wanted to draw paint-
ings on the exterior of houses in 
the village in a more fashionable 
and interesting way that differs 
from the formerly seen idyllic 
style. The village has given him 
enough space to realize his ideas. 
As a result, many brightly colored 
and lifelike drawings appeared 
on the walls of Xiaotun village.

Shang didn’t expect that his 
paintings could make Xiaotun 
village a famous tourist destina-
tion. After villagers shared the 
pictures of Shang’s artworks on 
WeChat and short video plat-
forms, tourists from neighboring 
villages and even faraway places 
were attracted to Xiaotun village.

Visitors come either to take 
photos with the creative paint-
ings on the walls, or relax in idyl-
lic surroundings, or learn about 
the wall-painting project in the 

village.
As the characteristic paintings 

on the walls become more and 
more widely known, Xiaotun vil-
lage is winning increasing popu-
larity with tourists.

Residents weren’t used to see-
ing so many visitors in their 
village initially. However, they 
gradually learned to grasp the 
opportunity.

Some villagers started to sell 
snacks and run diners, and their 
business is booming thanks to 
tourists flocking to the village. A 
parking lot has also been built in 
the village for the convenience of 
visitors who drive here.

The steady stream of visitors 
has made the village see broader 
development prospects. It decid-
ed to seize the opportunity and 
build B&Bs and improve its cater-
ing services to form an integrated 

tourism model.
“During this year’s week-long 

Spring Festival holiday in Feb-
ruary, the daily turnover of my 
shop reached more than 2,000 
yuan ($312.8),” said Zhao Haiq-
ing, owner of a small shop in the 
village, who is very satisfied with 
the changes to the village.

“My relatives and friends who 
came to visit all said that Xiaotun 
village has taken a more beautiful 
look,” Zhao added.

Shang has posted many videos 
about the drawings he made on 
the Chinese short video platform 
Douyin under the account name 
“Daxin,” which have received 
hundreds of thousands of “likes.”

Netizens from other villages 
left messages to him in the com-
ment sections of his videos, invit-
ing him to paint in their villages. 
Residents in Xiaotun village also 

raced to ask Shang to paint pic-
tures on the walls of their houses, 
and Shang has agreed to their re-
quests willingly.

He has so far finished deco-
rating more than 80 percent of 
the walls in Xiaotun village with 
creative pictures and intends to 
speed up his work and continue 
to paint for other villages.

“I started to paint for fun but 
gradually became aware of the 
significance of the job,” Shang 
said, adding that he will pursue 
the career as a painter in rural 
areas to bring wall paintings to 
more villages and make more 
people become attached to the 
countryside.

Shang feels a sense of achieve-
ment as Xiaotun village becomes 
more attractive and widely recog-
nized with each passing day.

In fact, besides the well-deco-
rated walls, many other changes 
are happening in Xiaotun village. 
The once bumpy unsurfaced 
roads have been turned into 
clean and flat cement ones; the 
living environment of the village 
has become cleaner and tidier; 
many villagers even redecorated 
their houses.

Few people outside knew 
about or visited Xiaotun village 
before, recalled Shi Lei, first sec-
retary assigned to fight poverty 
in Dawangzhuang village, which 
has administration authority 
over Xiaotun village.

Xiaotun village now enjoys in-
creasing popularity, Shi noted, 
adding that it is advancing cul-
tural tourism projects including 
an insect museum.

People’s Daily

Young artist turns village in central China into ‘gallery’

Shang Qinjie paints on a wall at Xitouying village, Chengde city, north China’s 
Hebei province. 

Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov 
on Tuesday suggested 
that the EU could 
provide financial 
assistance to Belarus in 
order to encourage it to 
stop migrants 

This combo photo shows Xie Zhenhua (left), China’s special climate envoy, and US 
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry. AFP

also included stronger 
language on the warming 
target of 2 to 1.5 degrees, 
which was set in Paris six 
years ago.

The draft “recognizes 
that the impacts of cli-
mate change will be much 
lower at the temperature 
increase of 1.5 degrees 
Celsius compared to 2 
degrees, and resolves to 
pursue efforts to limit the 
temperature increase to 
1.5 degrees”. 

Wang Yi, a senior sci-
entific advisor in China’s 
delegation at COP26, told 
China Daily on Wednes-
day that adjusting this tar-
get could have a disrup-
tive knock-on effect.

“If we decrease the in-
dicator, the target, to 1.5 
only, that means we must 
change the whole Paris 
Agreement,” Wang said.

Last week special cli-
mate envoy Xie said it is 
important to honor what 
was decided on in Paris, 
calling the agreement 
“science-based, rule-
based, inclusive and re-
alistic”. Sharma said that 
the draft is not offering 
decisive language on the 
target.

“I also want to be clear 
we are not seeking to 
reopen the Paris Agree-
ment,” Sharma said on 
Wednesday. “The Paris 
Agreement clearly sets 
out the temperature goal 
well below 2 C and pursu-
ing efforts towards 1.5 C.”

	        Agencies
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Tanzania to host International 
Cycling Tour in December

A section of riders from Team Matambuu feature in a recent race, held in Tanga. 
PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEAM MATAMBUU

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

VETERAN new generation music 
‘Bongo Flava’ artist, Joseph Haule, alias 
‘Professor Jay’, has criticized a sec-
tion of the genre’s artists’ penchant 
for composing abusive songs hoping 
the approach will make them more fa-
mous.

Haule was adamant they do not have 
to sing obscenities and sex escapades, 
the musicians ought to increase their 
awareness and realization that they 
are the mirror of society and do things 
that will improve their dignity.

Professor Jay said so in an interview, 
which took place recently, focusing on 
his opinion on the realities of new gen-
eration music especially in terms of 
the compositions by some artists.

“An artist can compose an educative 
song that will win him or her greater 
praise in the community around him 
or her and, even in the nation, rather 
than humiliating himself or herself via 
composing abusive songs,” the musi-
cian revealed.

He issued an example of his care for 
songs that are instructive to the com-
munity, and the development move-
ment, pointing out that is what made 

him a Member of Parliament, as he 
composed songs that the community 
accepts.

Professor Jay said the genre’s artists 
should work together to save the cur-
rent generation that enjoys abusive 
songs, if the musicians decide to do so, 
considering the generation’s fate is not 
good.

“I believe that together we can save 
our generation by composing songs 
that are doctrinal, even if they are 
more romantic than those that are be-
ing broadcast online,” he said.

He said it is time for artists to have 
songs that people can either listen to 
or watch videos with their families.

“If you see a family fail to either lis-
ten to or watch a video of a song, you 
know the song is flawed, so my call to 
my fellow artists is that they should 
not seek prominence through abusive 
tracks,’’ he said.

 Professor Jay, who is lately riding 
high with his popular track ‘Utaniam-
bia Nini’, said that when artists com-
pose songs, they should also consider 
saving the present generation, as they 
can contribute to moral erosion in so-
ciety.

Bongo Flava artists urged to desist 
from composing offensive songs 

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

T
ANZANIA will 
early next month 
host an Interna-
tional Cycling 

Tour, the event organizers 
have disclosed.

The tour, termed ‘Unfor-
gettable Cycle Tour Experi-
ence, is organized by Afrika 
Mashariki Fest.

The organization’s Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), 
Kisembo Ronex Tendo, said 
the tour is expected to at-
tract many riders both local 
and international.

He said riders from Africa 
zones of EAC, SADC, ECOW-
AS, and partner states like 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, 
Egypt, USA, Italy, United 
Kingdom, Germany, Neth-
erlands, Turkey, and other 
countries are expected to 
arrive in the country on No-
vember 28-29.

The tour will begin on 
December 1-8 and the prize 
and medal handover cer-
emony will be held the day 
after the end of the tour in 
Dar es Salaam.

The CEO said the tour is 
intended to celebrate and 
salute Tanzania’s contribu-
tions to the Africa liberation 
struggle and further show-
case Mainland Tanzania 
and Zanzibar tourism po-
tential to the world.

TPC in pursuit of Paralympic sports development 

Tanzania’s female wheelchair tennis players showcase their skills at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC) courts recently.

Joseph Haule, alias ‘Professor Jay’. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT SABATO KASIKA

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE Tanzania Paralympic 
Committee (TPC) says the new 
reforms taken by the African 
Paralympic Committee(APC) will 
help in improving Paralympic 
sports from the grassroots level 
in the country.

Tuma Dandi, TPC president, 
said so recently on his return 
from Morocco where he attend-
ed the APC general assembly.

He said the meeting which also 
saw Ghanaian, Samson Deen, 
being elected as APC president, 
set out to, among others, form 

zones, new classification, and 
qualifications standards.

‘’The assembly was very good, 
it was attended by 38 National 
Paralympic Committees (NPCs). 
We agreed on many reforms...the 
major ones being the formations 
of zones.’’

‘’We now have five African 
zones (South, Central, East, 
North, and West). In the past, the 
countries were categorized due 
to their languages (Arabic, Portu-
guese, English, and French.’’ 

“The other reforms under-
taken were that qualifications 
events will be held in the zones, 

and there should moreover be 
new classifications categories.’’

‘’These for sure will see many 
Paralympic athletes compete at 
international events,” he said.

He also said Deen has prom-
ised to tour all APC member 
states to call on governments to 
set up special budgets to support 
Paralympic sports’ development.

The African Paralympic Com-
mittee (APC) or the African 
Sports Confederation of Dis-
abled (ASCOD) is an organization 
based in Luanda, Angola.

Its African membership is 48 
National Paralympic Commit-

Tendo said there 
will also be off the 
saddle social respon-
sibilities. 

He said the follow-

ing day, participants 
will travel to Zanzibar 
where the opening 
60km race criterium 
will be held on De-

cember 1 at Amaan 
Stadium and they will 
return to Dar es Sa-
laam the same day.

Tendo said the fol-

tees.
In the following table, the 

year in which the NPC was 
recognized by the Interna-
tional Paralympic Commit-
tee (IPC) is also given if it is 
different from the year in 
which the NPC was created.

Ghanaian Deen was 
elected APC president at 
the General Assembly (GA) 
held in Rabat, Morocco, be-
tween October 30 and Oc-
tober 31.

Deen won with 24 votes 
against 15 for Morocco’s Ha-
mid Al Aouni to take over 
from Angolan Leonel da 
Rocha Pinto. The latter had 
led the organization since 
2010.

While 38 National Para-
lympic Committees (NPCs) 
attended the gathering 
in person, Burkina Faso, 
Kenya and Mozambique 
joined the GA remotely.

The International Para-
lympic Committee (IPC) 
president Andrew Parsons 
and CEO, Mike Peters, also 
attended.

The outgoing president 
Rocha Pinto said: “As an 
experienced businessman 
with a great passion for 
Para sport, I know when the 
time is right to hand over.’’

‘’I had a structured orga-
nization, and I’m sure that 
Samson Deen, with the 
backing of the Ghana gov-
ernment, will bring the APC 
to the next level.’’

He also revealed that the 
number of African NPCs 
increased during his term, 
with record Paralympic 
participation at Tokyo 
2020.

Tanga athletics association seeks 
to nurture talents from schools

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

TANGA Athletics Association (TAA) 
plans to form a regional athletics team 
by going to primary and secondary 
schools to spot pupils and students 
with athletics talent.

TAA Secretary-General, Sofia Wakati, 
unveiled the information in an exclu-
sive interview held here in Tanga.

The newly elected TAA management 
came into power after the association’s 
election took place in December 2020. 

Sofia revealed once the officials as-
sumed power they found some short-
comings, including some districts in 
the region having neither leaders nor 
offices, whilst some of the districts did 
not have athletics teams.

She explained after recognizing 
those shortcomings, they came up 

with strategic plans, some of which 
include making sure the TAA has a re-
gional athletics team.

The official pointed out the asso-
ciation’s officials have set out to tour 
schools to search for talents.

The TAA will moreover champion 
for the establishment of district offices 
and revival of district athletics associa-
tions, the Secretary-General disclosed.

Sofia pointed out: “Since we came 
into power last year, we faced some 
shortcomings, in an effort address 
those challenges we came up with 
strategic plans including forming the 
district and regional teams.’’

‘’Establishment of district athletics 
associations offices and appointing 
interim leaders for those associations 
before calling for elections is more-
over part of our drive,” she said.

 By Correspondent Ismail Tano

YANGA’s central 
defender, Dickson Job, 
has opened up on his 
club, noting the presence 
of the best players has 
helped it hold sway in 
this season’s 2021/22 
NBC Premier League.

Job, who plays along-

side the outfit’s skipper, 
Bakari Mwamnyeto, at 
the central defensive, 
said the squad’s best de-
fensive midfielders, Yan-
nick Bangala and Khalid 
Aucho, have made it dif-
ficult for opponents to 
get the better Yanga de-
fense and outfox goalie, 
Djigui Diarra.

The youngster pointed 
out the outfit has for that 
matter become a strong 
team, enjoying a good 
start to its pursuit of the 
top honour.

The defender said: “We 
play as per our coaches’ 
instructions on the 
field. Head coach Nabi’s 
influence has brought 

forth a huge boost which 
has been a great help to 
us.’’

‘’We do not make 
careless mistakes, that is 
why you see how strong 
we are in defense.’’

Yanga currently leads 
the NBC Premier League 
with 15 points, a 100% 
victory in its five games, 

whilst notching nine 
goals and conceding just 
one goal.

And in those games, 
Job has played all clash-
es, once playing with 
Yannick Bangala and 
four times with Mwam-
nyeto in the defensive 
zone. 

lowing day will be a demo 
ride where they will tour 
Tanzania Tourist Board 
(TTB) offices and Julius 
Nyerere International Air-
port ( JNIA).

He said on December 
3, a 120km race is to take 
place, with riders travel-
ling from Dar es Salaam to 
Bagamoyo, and a 100km 
second stage will be from 
Dar es Salaam to Ngunja, 
which is near Jaribu Mpak-
ani in Coast Region.

The third stage is a 115km 
race from Mkapa Bridge to 
Mashujaa Business Center 
at Nangurukuru and the 
115km stage four will be 
from Lindi to Lipatu and 
stage five is a 123km race 
from Mtambaswala Bridge 
to Masasi.

He said transfer sections 
are from Kilimahewa Pri-
mary School to Ikwiriri 
which is 10km, Mashujaa 
Business Center to Lindi 
Town which covers a dis-
tance of 170km, Litupu 
Church to Mtambaswala 
which covers 150km, and 
a 650km tour from Masasi 
Town to Dar es Salaam 
which will be held on the 
last day of the tour.

Prize and medal hando-
ver will be held on Decem-
ber 8 and he said registra-
tion has started at various 
places and media plat-
forms.

Yanga defender impressed by squad
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Italy eye return to World Cup 
as Switzerland come to town

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Messi vs. Ronaldo: Two superstars, 
two summer moves. How is it going?

Cristiano Ronaldo

ESPN

I
T’s been a long 
time since we’ve 
seen so many 
h i g h - p r o f i l e 

moves in one month, 
but the 2021 summer 
transfer window saw the 
game’s two best play-
ers of the modern era, 
Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Lionel Messi, join new 
clubs. Ronaldo made a 
sensational return to his 
former club, Manchester 
United, after three sea-
sons at Juventus, while 
Messi left Barcelona as 
a free agent once talks 
broke down over a new 
contract, signing with 
Paris Saint-Germain less 
than a week later. 

Yet both stars have 
found that so far, the 
grass isn’t always green-
er when it comes to ma-
jor changes. Ronaldo has 
been superb as a player 
for United (nine goals 
in 12 appearances), but 
the club has been stuck 
in a spiral of poor form, 
with just one win in the 
Premier League since 
mid-September. Mean-
while Messi and PSG are 
already 10 points clear in 
Ligue 1 and are cruising 
towards the Champions 
League last-16 (with Mes-
si scoring three times), 
but the Argentine star 
has yet to score in the 
league (five appearanc-
es) and has suffered sev-
eral frustrating minor in-
juries along the way.

With over a third of the 
European club season 
already in the books, ES-
PN’s Mark Ogden (Ron-
aldo) and Julien Laurens 
(Messi) look at the situa-
tion for both superstars 
at their new clubs. 

*The season so far
Ronaldo: Two goals 

on his debut in a 4-1 win 
against Newcastle gave 
Ronaldo a dream start 
to his second spell at 
United. While the team’s 
results have been incon-
sistent since Ronaldo 
returned -- 5 wins, 6 de-
feats and 2 draws -- his 
individual contribution 
has been little short 
of remarkable, with 9 
goals already and some 
of those proving to be 
crucial late winners or 
point-savers.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
substituted Ronaldo 
while drawing 1-1 against 
Young Boys, and the 
switch was followed by 
the Swiss team scoring 
a late winner, while the 
manager also dropped 
him to the bench for the 
home draw against Ever-
ton.

But in terms of highs 
and lows, Ronaldo has 
delivered time and time 
again for his team. The 
only lows have been 
the team’s poor results, 
which have left Solskjaer 
fighting for his job. With-
out Ronaldo’s contribu-
tion, Solskjaer may not 
have survived so long.

Messi: So far, Messi 
in Paris is the story of 
a glass half-full or half-
empty. If you look at it 
from a Ligue 1 perspec-
tive, it’s the latter: 5 
games, 349 minutes, 0 
goals, 0 assists, 15 shots 
(4 on target), 1.47 expect-
ed goals, 1 big chance 
created, hit the wood-
work 3 times, 1.6 success-
ful dribbles per game. 
There’s a sense that he’s 
still adapting to his own 
team and to the French 
league as well, which 
is much more physical 

than LaLiga.
If you consider his ar-

rival in the context of 
the Champions League, 
it’s half-full: 3 games, 
289 minutes, 3 goals (a 
wonderful counter at-
tacking one against Man-
chester City (2-0) and 
the winning one against 
RB Leipzig (3-2) with 
a delightful Panenka), 
expected goals 2.40, 9 
shots (5 on target), 3.7 
successful dribbles per 
game. Messi knows the 
Champions League, and 
that could be enough 
to explain his domestic 
struggles, where teams 
who face PSG are very 
often a compact low 
block.

*What’s working, or 
what’s going wrong?

Ronaldo: There are 
two contrasting views on 
Ronaldo at United. The 
first is that his incred-
ible goal record makes it 
worth the tactical prob-
lems that his presence in 
the team can cause, such 
as his limited defensive 
contribution and an 
earned sense of selfish-
ness once he has a sight 
of goal. Ronaldo usually 
always delivers, so you 
take the rough with the 
smooth. 

The alternative out-
look is that Ronaldo 
upsets the balance of 
the team and without 
him, United would argu-
ably be a stronger unit 
and the goals would 
be spread more evenly 
throughout the side. It’s 
also a reality that Solsk-
jaer has struggled to de-
vise a formula to make 
his team robust enough 
defensively when Ron-
aldo, Bruno Fernandes 
and Paul Pogba have 
played together.

By trying to accom-
modate all three players, 
Solskjaer has left his de-
fense exposed too often. 
Also, Pogba’s bright start 
to the season halted 
once Ronaldo arrived 
and Fernandes, as has 
happened with Portugal, 
is not as influential as he 
was prior to Ronaldo’s 
return to United.

ESPN reported earlier 
in October that Ronaldo 
has urged Solskjaer to 
find a way to get the ball 
to him quicker in attack-
ing areas, and sources 

always going to take 
time for him to adapt 
to the biggest change 
in his life since he was 
13. Back then, he went 
from Rosario to Barce-
lona. This time, it was a 
much shorter journey 
from Catalunya to the 
French capital, but it’s 
still a very different life. 
Even the traffic in Paris 
is much heavier than in 
Barcelona, to the point 
that it surprised the Mes-
si family!

On the pitch, this is 
a new team with a new 
manager (Mauricio Po-
chettino) who is him-
self still searching for 
the right tactics and the 
right way to bring all 
PSG’s star power togeth-
er. It took Ronaldo four 
league games and more 
than 20 shots before fi-
nally finding the back of 
the net for Juventus after 
his big move from Real 
Madrid in 2018.

For Messi, it is taking 
time as well. He has been 
at his best when playing 
more centrally behind 
Kylian Mbappe, instead 
of being stuck on the 
right wing alongside the 
touchline, where he no 
longer has the energy or 
pace to impact the game 
further from goal. Messi 
needs to be involved and 
for that, playing cen-
trally is much better for 
him. He has been more 
dangerous, even in Ligue 
1, when he played more 
through the middle.

It also helps the team 
massively when it comes 
to beating the opposi-
tion’s press. Obviously, 
his lack of defensive 
work has been noticed, 
too, and the team still 
has to find the right bal-

ance in defensive transi-
tions.

Messi has also been 
hampered by lingering 
minor injuries that have 
hindered his adaptation. 
He’s already missed half 
of PSG’s league games 
this season and was 
not been involved at all 
against RB Leipzig or 
Bordeaux in the Cham-
pions League and Ligue 
1 respectively.

*Was it the right move?
Ronaldo: Would the 

Portuguese superstar 
have been a bigger hit at 
Manchester City? He cer-
tainly would have scored 
plenty of goals and been 
more likely to win a ma-
jor trophy this season, 
but United is in his DNA 
and it would have been 
an awkward fit had he 
pulled on a blue shirt 
rather than red.

The fact is, United are 
not at City’s level yet and 
they need a talisman in a 
way that Pep Guardiola’s 
team don’t, which is why 
United is the perfect fit 
for him. Ronaldo wants 
to be the centre of atten-
tion and the player who 
makes it all happen. He 
also wants to be the hero 
and he has already filled 
that role on several occa-
sions for United.

He would have en-
joyed more success as 
a City player, but there 
is a sense that his sec-
ond spell at United will 
prove more rewarding 
on a personal level than 
whatever he could have 
achieved at the Etihad. It 
just depends on wheth-
er Ronaldo ultimately 
wants to be judged on 
trophies or something 
more difficult to quan-
tify.

Messi: Simply put, it 
was Messi’s only option. 
From the moment Bar-
celona informed him 
they could not keep him, 
PSG was the only new 
viable destination. How-
ever, it did fit perfectly 
with what the six-time 
Ballon d’Or winner want-
ed: a club capable of 
paying his huge wages, a 
very strong team where 
he could win another 
Champions League af-
ter lifting it in 2006, 
2009, 2011 and 2015 with 
Barca, a place where he 
could play with friends 
and former teammates 
(Leandro Paredes, Ney-
mar, Angel Di Maria) 
and where the man-
ager would understand 
him (Pochettino), a city 
where his family would 
be happy and a club 
where the Messi brand 
could keep growing.

Paris and Messi are a 
great match on paper. 
After a rocky start, the 
onus is on both sides to 
make it work and opti-
mise this incredible op-
portunity.

MILAN

ITALY head into today’s crunch visit of Switzer-
land with their World Cup hopes still in the bal-
ance, as the newly-crowned European champions 
aim to definitively banish the ghosts of their disas-
trous 2018 qualifying campaign.

Still on a high from triumph at Euro 2020, Italy 
lead Group C on goal difference from the Swiss, 
with the pair battling for a single guaranteed place 
in next year’s tournament in Qatar.

Roberto Mancini took control of the Azzurri in 
the toxic aftermath of their failure to make the last 
World Cup in Russia, the first time they had missed 
out on a place in six decades, and is well aware of 
the significance of making it this time round.

“It’s important that we play well because after 
the Euro it’s the biggest match of the year. We 
know we have to win,” said Mancini.

However Mancini tried to maintain a semblance 
of calm for a fixture that would put Italy back on 
football’s biggest stage after eight years.

Playoff defeat to Sweden in late 2017 left the 
country feeling like it was in a footballing black 
hole, lagging well behind the rest of Europe and 
no longer a conveyor belt of world class talent.

Since then the former Inter Milan and Manches-
ter City coach has brought the feelgood factor 
back to the national team by getting a stylish tune 
from both a new crop of players and some hardy 
veterans.

“I don’t think we have everything to lose,” Man-
cini said of the pressure to win.

“It’s an important match, very important in fact, 
and it’s true that if we win it will open the door to 
the World Cup, but it’s just a game of football.”

- Key absences -
In the run up to the match Mancini lost starting 

centre-forward Ciro Immobile to a calf injury, as 
well as Roma midfielders Lorenzo Pellegrini and 
Nicolo Zaniolo.

However the most keenly felt absence will be 
that of captain Giorgio Chiellini, who failed to re-
cover from a thigh injury in time and left the na-
tional team camp on Wednesday.

The one good news for Italy is that midfield dy-
namo Nicola Barella should be fit to play in front of 
over 50,000 fans at the Stadio Olimpico on Friday.

Barella left the San Siro field in the second half 
of the weekend’s Milan derby with a muscle prob-
lem, but on Wednesday trained with the squad.

The Swiss are also missing several key players, 
with Granit Xhaka and Benfica Haris Seferovic 
among the big names out.

Coach Murat Yakin is especially irked by the 
absence of Borussia Moenchengladbach forward 
Breel Embolo, who picked up an thigh injury in 
Friday’s 1-1 draw with Mainz and leaves the Swiss 
short up front.

“I couldn’t believe it, I told myself it couldn’t be 
true, not before such an important match,” Yakin 
told La Regione, an Italian-language Swiss newspa-
per.

“His injury was the result of his application on 
the pitch. He is often played out of position but he 
adapts and always gives his all.”

Embolo, 24, has only scored once in the Bundes-
liga this season but hit a brace in Gladbach’s 5-0 
cup hammering of Bayern Munich a fortnight ago.

He also starred in Switzerland’s most recent 
qualifiers last month, setting up both goals in a 2-0 
win over Northern Ireland and netting twice as the 
Swiss rolled over Lithuania 4-0.

AFP

have also said that the 
lack of understand-
ing between Ronaldo 
and Mason Greenwood 
is causing concern, al-
though the youngster 
created the 36-year-old’s 
crucial late equaliser 
against Atalanta in mid-
week.

In truth, Ronaldo has 
been a positive and neg-
ative for United so far, 
but the positives heavily 
outweigh the negatives. 
Yes, there are tactical is-
sues to address, but that 
is the job of Solskjaer 

-- not his most famous 
player. Ronaldo has sim-
ply done what he was 
signed to do, scoring 
goals and making de-
cisive contributions in 
big games. Sources have 
said that his sheer pro-
fessionalism and desire 
to continually improve 
has started to drip-feed 
into the squad, and that 
he remains a humble 
character around the 
training ground despite 
his star status.

Messi: As amazing as 
the Argentine is, it was 

 PARIS

FRANCE forward Karim Benzema “will not be 
excluded” from the national team if he is found 
guilty in his trial over alleged blackmail, accord-
ing to France Football Federation president Noel 
Le Graet.

A French court will hand down a verdict on 
Nov. 24 with the prosecutors’ office having rec-
ommended a 10-month suspended jail term and a 
€75,000 fine should Benzema be convicted of the 
blackmail of his former France international team-
mate Mathieu Valbuena over a sex tape. 

Benzema, who did not attend the trial that start-
ed last month because of professional obligations, 
has denied any wrongdoing.

“The coach will continue to be responsible for 
the call-ups and Karim Benzema will not be ex-
cluded because of a possible judicial punishment,” 
Le Graet said

He also stressed that if Benzema were to receive 
a conditional prison sentence, the Real Madrid 
star would have the option to appeal.

“His selection or exclusion in the coming months 
with France will not be linked to this verdict,” 
Le Graet said. “I will never intervene... It is up to 
coach Didier [Deschamps] to consider whether, 
from a sporting standpoint, Benzema is in the po-
sition to play with Les Bleus.”

Valbuena and Benzema both lost their places 
in the national team in the wake of the scandal, 
dubbed the “sex tape affair.”

Benzema was recalled to the national team af-
ter a six-year absence ahead of this past summer’s 
European Championship following an impres-
sive campaign with Madrid that saw him score 24 
league goals.

 (Agencies) 

Benzema can still play 
for France if guilty - FFF

 Lionel Messi 



 

Team’ that topped Group B, Group A 
leaders Unguja, and Group D winners 
Arusha had already sailed through to 
the knockout stage.

 Jamal Jumanne slotted in 32 points, 
and teammate Baraka Mopelo posted 
27 points to catapult Kigoma to the 
knockout round, whereas Mtwara’s 
Khalfan Mustafa put spirited displays 
despite his team losing the game, the 
baller slotted in 39 points, and his 
teammate, Rahim Hassan, ended with 
12 points.

 The playoffs further witnessed 
Coast Region ballers from Group B 
giving their all to book a place in the 
knockout stage of the showdown, 
much as the ballers experienced 
tough opposition from Mwanza from 
Group A.

 Coast Region commanded a 73-67 
victory over Mwanza, with the latter 

proving to be resilient in the clash, giv-
en the Lake Zone performers worked 
hard in the last two periods.

 The match’s last period was thrill-
ing, with Godfrey Swai and Cornel 
Woiso leading Coast Region’s search 
for a win.

 Coast Region’s success has handed 
them a knockout stage game against 
Arusha, the Northen Zone performers 
ended at the top of Group D, followed 
by Dodoma and Tanga, the teams 
were required to battle it out in quali-
fiers to seek their qualification for the 
knockout stage.

 In another tie that took place in 
the afternoon, defending champions 
Mbeya met Tanga in a pulsating clash, 
which witnessed Mbeya go down 76 
-70 to their opponents.

 Mbeya, as a result, surrendered the 
competition’s men’s category title.

Messi vs. Ronaldo: Two 
superstars, two summer 
moves. How is it going?
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 2021’s CRDB Bank Taifa Cup competition 
moves to quarterfinal stage

 By Guardian Reporter

T
HIS year’s national 
basketball tourna-
ment, known as the 
‘CRDB Bank Taifa 

Cup’, has moved to the last 
eight, with the knockout round 
clashes set to take place at Chi-
nangali courts in Dodoma to-
day.

 Both of the showpiece’s cat-
egories’ participating squads 
have been reduced to eight as 
the pursuit of silverware gath-
ers pace.

 Early yesterday Kigoma made 
it to the knockout stage after 
bundling Mtwara out of the 
competition with a 92-81 victo-
ry in the first playoff tie held on 
court A to set a date with CRDB 
Youth in the quarterfinals.

 Kigoma which was put in 
Group B will lock horns with 
CRDB Youth, which topped 
Group C and booked a place in 
the quarterfinals.

 The Dar es  Salaam ‘Dream 
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 Unguja women basketball squad’s Sabrina Abdallah (R) negotiates her way past Jessica 
Lenga of Dodoma when the squads locked horns in this season’s National Basketball 
Tournament, known as ‘CRDB Taifa Cup’ at Chinangali courts in Dodoma on Tuesday. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Queens’ Baton relay 
set for Tanzania
By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

 THE Queens’ Baton arrives in Tanzania today af-
ternoon, with the relay set to take place in some parts 
both mainland and Zanzibar.

 Queens’ Baton relay organizer, Henry Tandau, who 
is also Tanzania Olympic Committee (TOC) vice-pres-
ident, on Wednesday said preparations for the arrival 
of the Baton were finalized.

 The organizer said the Baton will arrive in the 
country from Rwanda and, after local activities which 
will be done in Mainland Tanzania and Zanzibar, it 
will be taken to Malawi.

 He said they have lined up several activities to wel-
come the Queen’s Baton at Julius Kambarage Nyerere 
International Airport.

 Tandau said they expect some students and pupils 
from Dar es Salaam-based schools to accompany gov-
ernment officials and other dignitaries to welcome 
the Baton at the Airport.

 ‘’This year it will be a bit different from previous 
events, but we plan to have some students and pupils 
from some Dar es Salaam schools to welcome it,” he 
said. 

 The Queens’ Baton relay started on October 7 and 
it will visit all 71 Commonwealth member countries 
as it journeys back to England where the Common-
wealth Games will take place from July 28 to August 
8. 

 Tandau said unlike in the past where the Queens’ 
Baton relay was accompanied by many activities, this 
year there will be few events, he attributed this to the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

 ‘’The Queens’ Baton arrives in the country on Fri-
day, the following day there will be relays and other 
activities  in Dar es Salaam.’’

 ‘’The following day it will be taken to Zanzibar, as 
usual, we expect to represent it to either President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan or anyone she will delegate, 
in Zanzibar we also expect President Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi to welcome the relay,” he pointed out.

 This year the relay will start at JKM Youth Park, 
then head to Mnazi Mmoja Clock Tower, Askari Mon-
ument, British Council, then to the National Museum.

 While in Zanzibar, it will be moted to Darajani and 
the famous St. Monica Church. 

 He said many of the places the Queen’s Baton relay 
will take place were selected due to their rich history 
background apart from serving as tourist attractions.

 “We want people to have a full understanding of 
the country’s history, the National Museum has a rich 
history of the country and St. Monica Church has a 
very good history, it’s our hope at the end of the relay 
many people will visit the places,” he said.

 The Commonwealth Games will be held in Bir-
mingham, athletes earmarked to represent Tanzania 
in the showdown participate in judo, athletics, swim-
ming, boxing, and Paralympic Games.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

 Indian top actor to vouch for film industry development in Tanzania
 By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

 
MINISTER for Culture, Arts 

and Sports, Innocent Bas-
hungwa, has confirmed that 
the world-renowned actor 
from India, Sanjay Dutt, has 
agreed to assist Tanzanian 
film industry members in 
film production, access to 
equipment, expertise, and 
promote Tanzania’s tourist 
sites in the world.

 Speaking at the Dutt in-
troductory press conference 
for various arts and film 
stakeholders in the coun-
try, Bashungwa pointed out 
that Dutt has agreed to bring 
in experts who will part-
ner with the Tanzania Film 
Board, Institute for Arts and 
Culture Bagamoyo, and Afri-
cable Company to assist Tan-
zanian actors/actresses in 
various areas.

 “His arrival is an oppor-
tunity for our country and 
helps us to continue the jour-
ney that President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan initiated to pro-
mote Tanzania through film.’’

 The minister stated: ‘’The 
President started it through 
the preparation of the Royal 
Tour film.’’

 He said the arrival indi-
cates that the film industry in 
Tanzania is taking a positive 
direction and going through 

 The Southern Highlands perform-
ers clinched top honour in last sea-
son’s edition after defeating Dar es 
Salaam in the final.

 Tanga made it to the knockout 
round to confront Unguja and in the 
qualifiers’ remaining clash, the show-
piece hosts Dodoma played Manyara, 
the squad that will come out victori-
ous will lock horns with Dar es Sa-
laam ‘Dream Team’ in the quarterfi-
nals.

 In women’s discipline’s quarter-
finals, CRDB Youth will face Unguja 
in the first game, whereas the show-
piece’s category defending cham-
pions, Dar es Salaam, will confront 
Dodoma.

 Coast Region performers are set 
to take on Arusha, Tanga is to lock 
horns with Mbeya.

 The competition’s winners in men 
and women categories will rake in 
5m/- apiece, whilst runners-up will 
receive 3m/- apiece.

 The Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
will take home 500, 000/- apiece.

 Squads that will cruise to the semi-
finals will each receive 500,00/-, 
those which will make it to the finals 
will rake in 1m/- apiece, there will 
also be tokens for most disciplined 
teams for both categories.

 The tournament’s main spon-
sor, CRDB Bank, has also set aside a 
10m/- scholarship for sponsorship of 
youths who will excel in the tourna-
ment to pursue further studies in var-
ious higher education institutions.

 CRDB Bank disclosed the increase 
in cash prize for this year’s edition is 
the outcome of the increase of the 
bank’s sponsorship package, amount-
ing to 300m/-, aiming at encourag-
ing youths’ involvement in sports 
through the bank’s Corporate Social 
Investment (CSI) policy as well as 
making the showpiece worthwhile.

World-renowned actor/filmmaker, Sanjay Dutt (2nd R), from Bollywood, is accompanied by Africab Group officials, whose  firm has sponsored the 
actor’s trip to Tanzania, before speaking to Tanzanian film actors and actresses in Dar es  Salaam on Thursday. Dutt is at the forefront of supporting 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s program for promoting tourism industry in the country.  PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

significant change, in such a 
way great film actors like Dutt 
feel happy and take the time 
to visit Tanzania.

 The minister stated the 
veteran actor’s presence here 
will be a great opportunity 
for the film industry and all 
stakeholders in the country.

 Bashungwa also took time 

to ask Dutt to provide state-
of-the-art filmmaking equip-
ment to underprivileged art-
ists, noting the facility will be 
maintained and supervised 
by the Film Board and the 
actor complied with the re-
quest.

 The minister moreover 
noted Dutt has stated that he 

intends to produce a major 
film that will be distributed 
around the world for broad-
cast in Tanzania.

 Speaking at the confer-
ence, actor Dutt thanked 
President Samia and Prime 
Minister, Kassim Majaliwa, for 
the welcome and promised 
to help Tanzania improve the 

film industry.
 He also called on the gov-

ernment to have a film acad-
emy that will help organize 
various disciplines such as 
acting and music, hinting that 
he has agreed to bring in ex-
perts from India to impart 
skills.
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