
 CAPE TOWN 

FORTY years of African Nation-
al Congress (ANC) rule formally 
ended yesterday as it joined 
forced with the centre-right the 
Democratic Alliance (DA) and 
the conservative Zulu political 
formation, Inkatha Freedom Par-
ty (IFP) to form a government of 
national unity.

In the wake of the deal, Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa (pic-
tured) was endorsed by the 
South African legislature to form 
an unprecedented coalition gov-
ernment after the once mighty 
ANC was humbled in parliamen-
tary elections a fortnight ago.

John Steenhuisen, the DA lead-
er, said earlier in the day that it 
had reached an agreement with 
the ANC to form a multi-party 
coalition government.  Observers 
said the only other party expect-
ed is IFP as the other block is far 
too radical to sit with the main 
coalition partner, the DA.

The DA leader said the party 
has reached agreement on the 
statement of intent for the forma-
tion of a government of national 
unity,” he said, noting that the 
DA and the Zulu nationalist IFP 
would back the coalition.

“We will be supporting Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa in his 
election for the president,” he 
declared at the opening session 
of South Africa’s seventh parlia-
ment since the advent of post-
apartheid democracy in 1994.

Earlier, Chief Justice Raymond 
Zondo had opened the first sit-
ting, swearing in MPs in batches 
ahead of electing the speaker, 
deputy speaker and the presi-
dent.

Members of the leftist Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters (EFF) 
party took the oath wearing red 
coats and in some cases boots 
and plastic helmets.

They will not be supporting 
the incoming administration, 
having refused to countenance 
joining an alliance with right-
wing or white-led parties.

Ramaphosa, the fifth ANC 
president in 30 years, had called 
for a government of national uni-
ty with a veiled wish that all par-
liamentary parties join it, with
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THE government is planning 
to suspend purchase of furniture 
for a period of one year, cut down 
on foreign travels and restrict all 
trainings to within government in-
stitutions in an expenditure con-
trol drive.

In the 2024/25 Financial Year 
Budget whose implementation 
starts next month, National Treas-
ury Cabinet Secretary Njuguna 
Ndung’u also revealed that part of 
the expenditure control measures 
will include the suspension of all 
new recruitment for the next one 
year.

Auditing and cleansing of all 
public payrolls, pension and 
transfers to the vulnerable will 
also be done, with a view to elimi-
nate ghost workers as well as en-
force payment of salary scales as 
approved or recommended by 

the Salaries and Remuneration 
Commision.

Other areas targeted in reduc-
ing expenditure include review-
ing insurance schemes (Edu Afya, 
Indigents, Public Service, Police 
and Prisons, Commissions and 
Independent Offices) under the 
Universal Health Coverage and 
align them to the Social Health In-
surance Fund.

The government will also re-
view regional development au-
thorities (RDAs) to remove du-
plication of roles with those of 
County Governments and Minis-
tries, Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs), and suspend the policy 
of Semi-Autonomous Govern-
ment Agencies (SAGAs) investing 
surplus funds and enforce the 
requirements of public finance 
management (PFM) Act, 2012 and 
the PFM Regulations, 2015 to sur-
render such funds to the excheq-

uer.
“With the reforms we project 

total revenue collection, includ-
ing appropriation in-aid for the FY 
2024/25 budget to be KSh 3,343.2 
billion, equivalent to 18.5 per cent 
of GDP.

“Of this, ordinary revenue is 
projected at KSh 2,917.2 billion, 
equivalent to 16.2 per cent of GDP. 
Ministerial Appropriation-in-Aid 
is projected at KSh 426.0 billion. 
Grants to this budget are project-
ed at KSh 51.8 billion or 0.3 per 
cent of GDP.”

“The government’s total ex-
penditure in the Financial Year 
2024/25 budget is projected at 
KSh 3,992.0 billion or 22.1 per cent 
of GDP. Of this, recurrent expendi-
tures will amount to KSh 2,840.0 
billion or 15.7 per cent of GDP. De-
velopment expenditures, includ-
ing allocations to domestic and 
foreign financed projects, Con-

tingency Fund and Equalization 
Fund is KSh 707.4 billion equiva-
lent to 3.9 per cent of GDP. Total 
allocation to County Govern-
ments is projected at KSh 444.5 
billion of which equitable share 
is KSh 400.1 billion.” Since the 
beginning of the current financial 
year, the Government says it has 
also implemented initiatives to 
contain growth of expenditures.

It has undertaken measures to 
reduce spending on non-priority 
expenditures and its Public Pri-
vate Partnerships framework tar-
gets commercially viable projects 
but also consider the contingent 
liabilities that come under this 
framework. It is also reviewing the 
portfolio of externally funded pro-
jects with a view to restructuring 
and re-aligning them with bottom 
economic transformation agenda 
(BETA).

Agencies

 By Guardian Reporter

THE government’s 
decision to en-
hance taxation 
within the digital 

economy, encompassing 
digital content creation 
and digital asset transac-
tions, has raised appre-
hension among young 
individuals who depend 
on these avenues for their 
livelihood.

In a country grappling 
with high levels of un-
employment, numerous 
young individuals have 
turned to digital platforms 
to tap into their creative 
talents and skills, generat-
ing income in the process.

Nevertheless, the intro-
duction of these new taxes 
has instigated concerns 
that this thriving sector 
may face suppression, 
potentially impacting the 
livelihoods of many young 
people.

Last Thursday, the 
Minister of Finance, Dr. 
Mwigulu Nchemba, un-
veiled the country’s finan-
cial projections for the 
2024/25 fiscal year during 
a parliamentary session in 
Dodoma.

The estimates, totaling 
49.5tn/-, were eagerly an-
ticipated by the public as 
they would illuminate the 
government’s strategies 
for the forthcoming year.

Dr. Mwigulu empha-
sized a crucial aspect of 
the budget - its funding 
source. The anticipated 
tax revenue for the year 
stands at 29.4tn/-, marking 
a 10 percent surge from 
the previous fiscal cycle.

Moreover, the govern-
ment aims to raise an addi-
tional 3.8tn/- from diverse 
sources. The escalation in 
tax revenue is anticipated 
through a range of strate-
gies aimed at enhancing 
government earnings.

One strategy to bol-
ster this revenue stream 
involves the more effec-
tive taxation of the digital 
economy, encompassing 
digital content creation 
and digital asset transac-
tions.

During the parliamen-
tary session, it was under-
scored that this move is 
geared towards capturing 
revenue from the flourish-
ing digital domain, which 
has gained consider-
able significance in today’s 
economy.

In the evolving land-
scape of content creation, 
creators have found suc-
cess through sponsored 

content, digital cam-
paigns, and ad revenue on 
platforms like YouTube, 
TikTok, and Facebook.

Notably, they often re-
ceive substantial payments 
from brands they endorse, 
a portion of which is now 
subject to taxation.

“As a freelance writer,” 
shared Sarah John, a lo-
cal content creator, “the 
digital economy has revo-
lutionized my income op-
portunities. However, the 
government’s decision to 
tax digital content crea-
tion raises concerns as it 
could potentially limit the 
prospects for young crea-
tors like myself.”

She further expressed 
saying: “The digital realm 
has granted me a platform 
to showcase my creativity 
and engage with a global 
audience. I worry that 
these new taxes might im-
pede my financial sustain-
ability.” Sarah underlined 
that social media serves 
as her primary revenue 
source, enabling collabo-
rations with brands and 
content monetization.

As a 28-year-old content 
creator, she perceives the 
government’s action as a 
direct threat to her liveli-
hood and that of other 
budding creators.

Hence, the sentiment 
conveyed was clear: “Poli-
cymakers must grasp the 
significance of the digital 
economy in creating op-
portunities, especially em-
ployment, for the youth 
and should foster its ex-
pansion rather than hin-
der it with taxes.”

Undoubtedly, unem-
ployment remains a 
pressing challenge in the 
country, with numerous 
graduates encountering 
difficulties in securing po-
sitions in both public and 
private sectors.

Statistics reveal that a 

considerable portion of 
Tanzanian graduates, face 
challenges in obtaining 
steady employment, with 
just a meager 10 percent 
being absorbed into for-
mal employment oppor-
tunities.

Consequently, there is a 
surge in young individuals 
exploring alternative av-
enues for income genera-
tion, including delving into 
digital content creation.

Jamal Abdul, an online 
entrepreneur, emphasizes 
how the digital economy 
serves as a vital resource 
for numerous young en-
trepreneurs, providing 
them with a platform to 
initiate and scale up busi-
nesses.

“The Thursday decision 
by the government, has 
raised apprehensions re-
garding the sustainability 
of online businesses and 
its potential impact on 
the entrepreneurial land-
scape,” he remarked.

Furthermore, he high-
lighted: “It is imperative 
for the government to fos-
ter an enabling environ-
ment for digital innova-
tion and entrepreneurship 
rather than introducing 
obstacles through exces-
sive taxation.” He stressed 
how the digital economy 
has empowered young in-
dividuals to display their 
talents, creativity, and en-
trepreneurial acumen.

     “Platforms like social 
media, online market-
places, and digital content 
creation have proven par-
ticularly advantageous for 
youths who may lack ac-
cess to traditional job op-
portunities or formal edu-
cation,” he affirmed.

Expressing concern, he 
stated that young creators 
and entrepreneurs are 
now apprehensive about 
how their income sources 
may be affected.

Media reports indicate 
that neighboring Kenya, 
content creators, such as 
skit makers, digital artists, 
and TikTok influencers, 
are now mandated to pay 
a 1.5 percent tax on their 
social media earnings, as 
outlined in the country’s 
latest Finance Act.

Despite facing notable 
resistance, the Kenyan 
government has enforced 
this new regulation. In 
February of this year, 
content creators in Nige-
ria were initially alarmed 
when the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (FIRS) la-
beled them as ‘major tax 
evaders.’ 

However, FIRS was 
quick to clarify that indi-
vidual content creators 
would not be subject to 
taxation, as this falls under 
the jurisdiction of state 
governments. The agency 
emphasized that their 
primary focus is on com-
panies that earn profits 
exceeding $16,638.

In Tanzania, the situa-
tion seems to mirror this 
trend, with high unem-
ployment rates labeled 
as a potential ticking time 
bomb in the nation. As a 
result, many young people 
are turning to alternative 
sources of income, such as 
freelancing, digital content 
creation, and online entre-
preneurship.

Specifically, digital con-
tent creation has become 
a crucial resource for nu-
merous young individuals, 
enabling them to exhibit 
their talents, establish a 
personal brand, and earn 
income through various 
online platforms.

Ranging from graphic 
designers to content 
creators to social media 
influencers, the digital 
economy has empowered 
young people to harness 
their creativity and entre-

preneurial zeal in order to 
make a living.

Therefore, the govern-
ment’s resolution could 
potentially jeopardize 
these prospects for young 
individuals, rendering it 
more difficult for them to 
sustain themselves and 
their families.

“Given the limited tradi-
tional employment oppor-
tunities and the expanding 
youth demographic, it is 
imperative for the govern-
ment to foster and uphold 
the digital economy to ad-
dress unemployment chal-
lenges and stimulate eco-
nomic growth,” remarked 
Anna Joseph, a medical 
professional.

To combat the unem-
ployment crisis, policy-
makers must acknowledge 
the pivotal role of the 
digital economy in offer-
ing young individuals op-
portunities to flourish and 
prosper.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of fostering growth 
in this sector, Dr. Anna 
suggested, “Rather than 
enforcing restricting tax 
measures, the govern-
ment should concentrate 
on fostering a conducive 
environment for digital 
entrepreneurship and in-
novation.”

She strongly believes 
that investments in digi-
tal infrastructure, tech-
nological education, and 
entrepreneurship support 
initiatives can empower 
young people to tap into 
the potential of the digital 
economy and establish 
sustainable livelihoods.

“By empowering the 
youth to utilize their skills 
and talents in the digital 
realm, Tanzania can un-
leash the potential of its 
young demographic and 
propel economic develop-
ment in the digital era,” 
she highlighted.
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BUSINESS Digital economy tax woes strike fear 
over livelihoods of content creators

Kenya to freeze furniture 
purchase, hiring for a year

 By Correspondent Oscar Assenga, Mk-
inga

Tanga regional commissioner, Dr. Ba-
tilda Burian, has raised concerns about 
the reallocation of funds originally in-
tended for the construction of the Ma-
ternity, Children’s, and Men’s Wards, as 
well as a mortuary building at Mkinga 
District Hospital.

According to her, the said funds were 
redirected to other purposes without 
the consent of her office or the Presi-
dent’s Office (TAMISEMI).

Dr. Batilda voiced these concerns dur-
ing a special council meeting on June 13, 
2024, where the Auditor General’s re-
port on Mkinga District Council was dis-
cussed. She wanted to know the person 
who approved the transfer of the funds 
from one project to another.

Furthermore, she inquired about why 
the funds designated for the specific 
project were redirected when they were 
allocated for its completion and were 
adequate to finish the hospital.

On the other hand, the Regional Com-
missioner directed the District Execu-
tive Director of Mkinga to ensure that 
legal actions are taken against individu-
als who retained 21 million without de-
positing it in the bank, since the money 
belong to the government.

Furthermore, she highlighted com-
pleted projects worth 107m/- that have 
yet to be utilized, raising questions 
about why these projects have remained 
inactive despite their completion.

“Additionally, there are projects worth 
84m/- that remain incomplete. An as-
sessment of project implementation 
efficiency reveals that numerous devel-
opment projects, including those in Mk-
inga Council, were not completed with-
in the stipulated time frame,” she said.

She emphasized: “DED, your office 
must ensure that funded projects are 
finalized in compliance with established 
guidelines. I need a detailed report on 
each project, the report should outline 
project’s completion status and any ob-

stacles encountered.”
Moreover, she called upon the respon-

sible officials to address queries raised 
by the Controller and Auditor General 
(CAG) before June 30 this year. For que-
ries that are beyond their control, they 
should provide a response, and for 
those requiring approval for closure, the 
process should commence.

“Ensure that the CAG queries are ad-
dressed and resolved by June 30, 2024. 
For queries beyond your immediate 
control necessitating a response, begin 
the closure process,” instructed RC Am-
bassador Batilda.

As you may recall, on March 28 of this 
year, President Samia received the CAG 
report for the fiscal year 2022/2023. She 
instructed all ministries, institutions, 
and regions to evaluate the report thor-
oughly and address any outstanding 
queries,” she reminded the gathering.

She observed that among the 11 coun-
cils in the Tanga region, 10 received a 
clean audit report, while Kilindi received 
an adverse audit review.

“The financial records of local govern-
ments underwent scrutiny as well. Out 
of the 11 councils in the Tanga region, 
10 received positive audit reports, with 
Kilindi Council receiving an unfavora-
ble audit review. Steps must be taken to 
prevent further adverse audit findings 
within the region.”

She emphasized the significance of 
ensuring that the substantial efforts 
undertaken by President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan are acknowledged and compre-
hended by the citizens, especially with 
local elections approaching. Leaders 
are encouraged to lead by example and 
demonstrate commendable behavior.

Failure to meet the mark in leadership 
could hinder the progress of the Presi-
dent’s initiatives. Serving as intermediar-
ies between citizens and the President, 
they have a pivotal role in conveying 
their concerns and aspirations. public 
concerns. Consequently, leaders must 
carefully analyze the issues at hand and 
strategize accordingly.

RC raises alarm over 
shuffling of hospital 
construction funds

Content creators are essentially freelance workers with long hours and inconsistent earnings. Photo: Courtesy of Getty 
Images

Tanga regional commissioner Dr Batilda Burian. Photo: Correspondent Oscar Assenga
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Mo return to Simba’s board 
of directors: A blueprint for 

revival amidst challenges

 By Henry Mwangonde

THE 2024/2025 national budget  
estimaters tabled in the Na-
tional Assembly on Thursday by 

Finance minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba 
are inclusive and innovative but heavily 
dependent on foreign sources financing 
strategic development projects, experts 
have warned.

Experts at audit services firm Ernst & 
Young (EY) said in a budget analysis in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday that the newly 
tabled budget was inclusive and imple-
mentable, however, warning that it was 
too dependent on foreign aid to finance 
development projects.

Fred Lugangira, a senior tax manager 
at the firm asserted that the budget was 
inclusive as the government has put in 
place strategic goals and innovations to 
widen the tax base and ease voluntary 
tax compliance.

“The just tabled budget is too depend-
ent on external financing,” he said, air-
ing the view that while this need cannot 
be avoided, caution is needed by in-
novating on sources of revenues as the 
minister has done.

Measures needed to broaden the 
country’s tax base include enhancing 
the digital economy and tapping into 
unexploited potential opportunities, he 
said.

 “The minister has already proposed 
that local government authorities inno-
vate on sources of revenue, a welcome 
initiative as we move forward,” he said.

He considers the budget as imple-
mentable especially in relation to the 
digital economy where current policy 
since 2022 allows non -resident content 
creators to pay similar levels of tax like 
local creators.

Multinational companies are being 
registered by the Tanzania Revenue Au-
thority (TRA) in various sectors, while 
the government has put in place strate-
gies to access concessional loans to fi-
nance development projects, he said.

Road traffic accidents cause manpow-
er losses and grave impairment, with a 
rise in fines for traffic offences, especial-
ly in case of road crash fatality is likely to

Experts nod to Budget, warn over dependence

Passengers on board on a Tanzania Railways Corporation standard gauge railway (SGR) train travelling from Dar es Salaam city yes-
terday disembark at the Morogoro municipality station, the ride having lasted a mere 1:45 hours – as scheduled. Photo: Correspondent 
Christine Haule

Stakeholders hail 
decision to make 
EU mercury-free

Big projects, 
shilling slide
marking up 
external debts
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 By Guardian Reporter

A TOTAL of 17.218.21trn/- has been bor-
rowed from external sources to finance var-
ious development projects in the past three 
years, the government has declared.

Dr Mwigulu Nchemba, the Finance min-
ister, made this observation when tabling 
the 49.35trn/- budget estimates for fiscal 
2024/25 in the National Assembly on Thurs-
day.

ANC, Democratic Alliance, Inkatha forming unity govt

 By Guardian Reporter 

MEMBERS of Parliament 
were on the whole expressing 
positive views on the just deliv-
ered central government budg-
et estimates for fiscal 2024/25. 
Speaking in separate interviews 
with this paper soon after Fi-
nance minister Dr Mwigulu 
Nchemba tabled the 49.35trn/- 
estimates on Thursday, the 
MPs commended the govern-
ment for bringing a budget that 
touches the lives of all groups of 
people, especially in alleviating 

some taxes.
The outlined measures will 

greatly help bring relief to 
Tanzanians as well as bolster 
efforts for competitive and in-
clusive economic growth, they 
said, pointing at measures like 
zero rating of the Value Added 
Tax (VAT) on fertilizer manu-
factured locally.

Other measures appreciated 
by MPs include exempting VAT 
on supplies of double refined 
edible oil from locally grown 
seeds as well as zero rating VAT 
on gold supplied to domes-

tic refineries to promote the 
growth of domestic refineries.

Many were similarly pleased 
with subsidising agricultural 
inputs including fertilizers, 
farming equipment, pesticides 
and quality seeds, apart from 
setting aside budget funds 
for major renovation of roads 
wrecked by El Nino rains.

Mwita Waitara (Tarime Rural) 
said the budget proposals re-
ally touch lives of Tanzanians, 
as they focus on key sectors of 
agriculture, employment and 
infrastructure development.

He spoke of being relieved to 
hear the government’s meas-
ures for mobilising more do-
mestic funds for road construc-
tions, repairs and maintenance 
“as this was his major cry for 
years.”

Godwin Kunambi (Mlimba) 
said one of the challenges in 
his constituency is the state of 
roads but as the government 
is allocating enough funds for 
construction and rehabilitation 
of roads, this wii solve 

MPs hail budget measures 

‘Budget just tabled 
is too dependent on 
external financing’
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Experts nod to Budget, warn over dependence

Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority Broadcasting Services manager Andrew Kisaka makes a presentation in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the 
role of the media in public education and sensitisation. It was at a two-day seminar on preparations for the updating of the national Permanent Voters’ 
Register organised by the Independent National Electoral Commission. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma 
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The funds were sought for im-
plementing strategic projects 
including the standard gauge rail-
way (SGR) in several lots plus the 
procurement of train wagons and 
electric locomotive engines.

The regions having additional 
benefits from implementing this 
project include Dar es Salaam, 
Morogoro, Dodoma, Singida, Tab-
ora, Shinyanga, Mwanza, Katavi 
and Kigoma, he said.

Implementation of the projects 
will open up economic opportuni-
ties with neighbouring countries 
such as Burundi and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, he said.

“The government is building 
roads and 14 airports, altogether 
taking up $2.81bn (7.34trn/-), 
comprising of concessional loans 
from development partners such 
as the African Development Bank 
(AfDB), the World Bank, the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank (EIB), 
the Japanese International Coop-
eration Agency ( JICA), the Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Devel-
opment, and the OPEC Fund for 
International Development,” he 
stated.

He listed key roads where for-
eign funding is being directed 
as the Dar es Salaam Bus Rapid 
Transit phase II (Kariakoo-
Mbagala), phase III (Post Office 
– Gongolamboto) and phase IV 
(Post Office – Tegeta), the Do-
doma city outer ring road pro-
ject, Mnivata – Masasi - Newala 
Road, the Tanzania/Burundi 
road upgrading, Rumonge –Gi-
taza/Kabingo onward to Kasulu 
- Manyovu road. There is also 
the trans-border Bagamoyo-
Horohoro/Lunga Lunga -Malindi 
road and the Malagarasi–Ilunde-
Uvinza Road.

Others are Kazilambwa – Chagu 
Road, Kasekese – Ikola – Karema 
Port road, Kahama - Bulyanhulu – 
Kakola road, Lusahunga- Rusumo, 

Mtwara – Mingoyo – Masasi, apart 
from the Rutukila – Songea, Iringa 
– Msembe road, and the Jangwani 
Bridge.

The works are being carried out 
concurrently with the construc-
tion of Msalato International Air-
port as well as Tanga, Lake Man-
yara and Iringa airports. Some of 
the projects are expected to be 
completed during the next finan-
cial year, he stated 2024/25.

By March 2024, the overall na-
tional debt had surged to 91.7trn/-, 
up from 77trn/- reported the pre-
vious year, a 19.1 percent increase, 
he said, noting that the increase in 
debt is tied to new loans to finance 
development projects.

The domestic debt amounted to 
30.7trn/- and external debt stood 
at 60.9trn/-, where commercial 
banks held 42.0 percent of the do-
mestic debt, up from 34.8 percent 
in the same period last year. Social 
security funds held 33.9 percent 
while individual bond holders 
had 11.3 percent of the debt, insur-
ance companies holding 7.6 per-
cent, the minister explained.

Shilling depreciation against the 
US dollar ballooned external debt 
liabilities as in the past three years 
the shilling slid from 2,309.96/- to 
2,569.66/- to the dollar, a decrease 
of 11.24 percent. This touched off a 
5.428.92trn/- mark up on the debt, 
he stated.

Domestic debt mark-up relat-
ed to issuance of special bonds 
amounting to 2.176.7trn/- during 
fiscal 2021/22 to service the gov-
ernment’s debt to the Public Ser-
vice Social Security Fund (PSSSF), 
for contributions of employees 
hired before 1999.

The government was taking de-
liberate measures to ensure that 
the loans contracted are used for 
intended purposes, enabling the 
country to repay debts on time, 
ensuring a sound financial posi-
tion and maintaining internation-
al credibility, he added.

Big projects, shilling slide 
marking up external debts
FROM PAGE 1

curbs accidents, he stated.
Joseph Sheffu, the firm’s 

country managing part-
ner, said the budget was 
inclusive but as it unveils 
an election year, expecta-
tions are high and thus its 
transformative role will be 
muted.

“The budget is more of 
an economy reviving from 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
where growth dropped to 

4.5 percent,”  he as-
serted, seeing the tar-

get of returning to 5.4 per-
cent this year and upwards 
later as realistic.

“The task of reviving the 
economy is a process, there-
fore we need to be very care-
ful with managing public 
funds,’ he said, expressing 
confidence in the current 
pace of economic growth.

The budget is innovative 
as it has now brought digi-
tal content creators into the 

pool as formal sector busi-
nesses, a welcome initiative 
as the world is now going 
digital, he said.

He applauded the clean 
cooking energy agenda 
championed by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan as this 
has made the budget lead 
the way in fostering eco-
nomic resilience as climate 
change effects pose a threat 
to economic growth.

Dr Innocent Donald, 
teaching economics at the 

University of Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM), said the budget was 
targeted at engaging the pri-
vate sector in national devel-
opment.

As last financial year TRA 
collected 79 percent of the 
targeted revenue, the same 
trend is possible where just 
over a half of non-tax rev-
enues was mobilised, at 54 
per cent, he said.

“The question now is 
how we fill the gaps in TRA 
monthly domestic revenue 

collections as they nearly 
match with what we spend,” 
he said, noting that the pri-
vate sector has not been 
fully engaged.

This budget is targeted 
at enhancing private sec-
tor involvement especially 
in seeking to widen the tax 
base, enhancing the use of 
digital tools in revenue col-
lection including widen-
ing the use of electronic 
tax stamps (ETS), but more 
needs to be done, he added.

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango pictured at Mkizingo in Mwanga District yesterday having a word with residents of the village now benefiting from the Same-Mwanga-
Korogwe water project, whose implementation has just been completed. Photo: VPO

ANC secretary general 
Fikile Mbalula still wishing 
for a wider coalition while 
the parliamentary offices 
were being filled.

“We have reached a break-
through on the common 
agreement that we need to 
work together,”the ANC of-
ficial affirmed outside the 
legislature on Thursday.

EFF chief Julius Malema, 
a former ANC youth leader 
who wants to nationalise 
land and a breadth of the 
private sector, said the party 
was not ready to join hands 
with right-wing parties.

Ex-president Jacob Zuma 
who leads a breakaway uM-
khonto weSizwe (MK), was 
still disputing the May 29 
election results and had ear-
lier demanded that Presi-
dent Ramaphosa step down 
for his party to join a coali-
tion government.

MK MPs boycotted yes-
terday’s first sitting of the 
400-member assembly.

With DA backing clinched 
for the president, the parlia-
mentary secret ballot was 
largely seen as a formality, 
as the crucial issue was to 
agree on a workable plat-
form to form a government 
of national unity.

The ANC executive told 
the media on Thursday 
that governing South Africa 
would ‘gravitate towards the 
centre,’ which implies deep-
er economic reforms than 
the ANC has so far been pre-
pared to undertake.

“Make no mistake about 

it. This is not the end of 
the process. And the road 
ahead will not be an easy 
one,” the DA leader cau-
tioned, explaining that the 
two-week deadline imposed 
by the constitution to form 
a government did not leave 
enough time to iron out all 
details.

Ramaphosa, a 71-year-old 
former trade unionist who 
joined business during the 
first two phases of govern-
ment, first took office in 
2018 after Zuma quit under 
court indictment for cor-
ruption and parliamentary 
uproar.

Once described by ANC 
historic leader Nelson Man-
dela as one of the most gift-
ed leaders of his generation, 
Ramaphosa played a key 
role in the negotiations that 
brought an accord between 
the then apartheid authori-
ties and the ANC on govern-
ment arrangements after 
democratic elections, from 
1990 when Mandela was re-
leased from prison, to 1994.

Upon taking the reins of 
the country, he promised 
a new dawn for South Af-
rica, but inability to conduct 
reforms benefitting what 
radical see as a white domi-
nated business sector ham-
pered progress, and under 
his watch unemployment is 
listed by certain chroniclers 
as the highest in middle in-
come economies, at more 
than 30 percent, pushing 
the ANC towards its worst 
election results, at just over 
41 percent.

ANC, Democratic Alliance, 
Inkatha forming unity govt
FROM PAGE 1

the challenge.
“With this budget, a 100km road is set 

to be built at tarmac level in my constit-
uency something which will open up 
more opportunities,’ he said. Saashisha 
Mafuwe (Hai) hailed President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan on how she has been 
initiating measures to transform the 
country’s developmenti expectations.

“One again the government has come 
up with a budget that brings hope to 
Tanzanians, showing that President Sa-

mia is fully committed to improving the 
country’s economy as well as helping 
the poor,” he declared.

Sophia Mwakagenda (Special Seats-
Opposition) cited this year’s budget as 
one of its kind as its major focus has 
been directed to further bringing relief 
to all groups of people starting with 
children, youth to elders so as to fight 
poverty.

Condester Sichalwe (Momba) said 

they have received the budget hap-
pily as it is going to respond to various 
challenges facing women and special 
groups.

Placing a lot of funds for implement-
ing water projects is a good thing as it 
is going to provide relief to women and 
girls spending a lot of time searching 
for water instead of engaging in gainful 
economic activities, she stated. 

The government had also placed 

enough funds to support agriculture 
sector transformation where women 
also have invested a lot of their power 
and time, she said

Dr Damian Sambuo, senior lecturer at 
the Moshi Cooperative University, said 
the government’s decision to improve 
pension arrangements had brought joy 
and relief to many retirees.

The changes will see pensioners with 
the Public Service Social Security Fund 
(PSSSF) receive 40 percent of total re-
tirement benefits after the lump sum 
increase of seven percent. 

MPs hail budget measuresFROM PAGE 1
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Govt seeks to buy, stock sugar as national food reserve to curb woes
By Guardian Reporter 

THE government has proposed 
amendment of laws to empower 
National Food Reserve Agency 
(NFRA) to buy sugar as a national 
food reserve to be supplied in the 
domestic market during short-
ages.

Tabling the 49.35trn/- national 
budget for the 2024/25 financial 
year in the National Assembly on 

Thursday, Minister for Finance Dr 
Mwigulu Nchemba said the meas-
ure is intended to ensure constant 
availability of sugar in the market 
and address hoardings by manu-
facturers without compromising 
protection of local industries.

“I propose to amend the Sugar 
Industry Act, CAP 251 to give pow-
er to NFRA to buy, stock and re-
serve sugar as a national food re-
serve for domestic consumption 

during the sugar gap,” he said.
The minister also proposed to 

charge 50/- per kilogramme of 
sugar by-products originating 
from sugar production, noting 
that the measure is intended to 
increase revenue and empower 
the Sugar Board to perform its 
duties, including training and 
capacity building in the sugar in-
dustry as well as monitor sugar 
production through expansion of 

existing industries and fostering 
new investments. Tanzania is a 
sugar deficit country, whose pro-
duction reached 460,049 tonnes 
in 2022/23, while demand stood 
at about 800,000 tonnes for the 
2023/2024 financial year.

The minister further said the 
government plans to charge tour-
ist business licence fees in local 
currency, instead of using US dol-
lars from the next financial year.

“These proposed measures go 
hand in hand with the require-
ment of the fees to be paid for a 
period of 12 months from the last 
day of the execution of the final 
payment for the business licence,” 
he said.

The government also plans to 
reduce the Tanzanian tourist busi-
ness licence fee which is paid by 
an agent of mountain climbing 
from $2,000 per annum to 3m/- 

per annum, he said.
Dr Nchemba said the measures 

intend to simplify payments of 
tourism fees, reducing operation-
al costs, attracting investment in 
the tourism industry and to com-
ply with the requirement of sec-
tion 26 of the law establishing the 
Bank of Tanzania, which requires 
payments within the country to 
be invoiced and made in local cur-
rency.

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

  THE government has decided to reinstate the man-
date of collecting wharfage  charges to Tanzania Ports 
Authority (TPA) to enable it get sufficient funds to im-
prove its operations.

Finance Minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba said this in the 
National Assembly on Thursday when tabling national 
budget estimates for the financial year 2024/2025.

He proposed amendment of the Ports Act, 2004 to fa-
cilitate the same. Currently, the revenue is collected by 
the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA).

He said that the revenue collected will be deposited 
into the account of TPA at the Bank of Tanzania and the 
use of such funds will be authorised by the Paymaster 
General.

Dr Nchemba said the aim of the decision is to enable 
TPA to get enough funds on time in order to improve in-
frastructure of the port and increase its efficiency.

“I propose an amendment to the Port Act of 2004 to re-
store the responsibility of collecting revenues for the use 
of port infrastructure to the port management,” he said.

Maulid Ismail, one of the port stakeholders suggested 
that when preparing payment of the port fees, the gov-
ernment should ensure that TPA and TRA systems are in-
teracted with so that customers pay exactly what is billed.

Emmanuel Mallya, an expert in port issues in the coun-
try, praised the government’s decision to let TPA collect 
the fees, saying it will help the authority improve its infra-
structure and operations in general.

Mallya, who is a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Tanzania Shipping Agents Association (TASAA), said it is 
good for TRA to continue with its general tax collection 
duties.

“Now if you want to collect more taxes, you must leave 
the port to be able to run itself and improve the infra-
structure and other sensitive services within the jurisdic-
tion,” he said.

Contributing to the Ministry of Transport’s budget es-
timates recently, some MPs said that in order for TRA 
to collect more taxes, TPA should be allowed to collect 
wharfage so that it can be able to improve its infrastruc-
ture, services and port security.

Govt reinstates wharfage fee 
collection command to TPA

Inspector General of Police Camilius Wambura (R) presents a gift to Tanzania’s High Commissioner to Zambia, Lt Gen Mathew Mkingule, at the latter’s office in Lusaka 
yesterday. The IGP is in the Zambian capital where, on Thursday, he assumed the revolving the chairmanship of the Southern African Regional Police Chiefs Coordina-
tion Organisation (SARPCCO) from his Zambian counterpart, Graphel Musamba. Photo: Tanzania Police Hqs

By Special Correspondent

THE head of the UN refu-
gee agency has said he un-
derstands that the US en-
acted new restrictions on 
asylum-seekers entering the 
country, but cautioned that 
some aspects of the execu-
tive order may violate refu-
gee protection required in 
international law.

Filippo Grandi, the UN 
high commissioner for refu-

gees, spoke to The Associat-
ed Press as his agency issued 
its annual “Global Trends” 
report for 2023 on Thursday.

It found that the cumu-
lative number of people 
who have been subjected to 
forced displacement rose to 
120 million people in 2023 
-six million more than in the 
year before.

The refugee agency not-
ed that the total count was 
roughly equivalent to the en-

tire population of Japan.
The UNHCR report found 

that three-fourths of those 
people forcibly displaced 
– including both refugees 
driven abroad and people 
displaced inside their own 
countries – lived in poor or 
middle-income countries.

Grandi insisted that that 
was a sign of how migrant 
and refugee flows were not 
just an issue for the rich 
world.

He lamented how crises in 
Africa had been largely over-
looked, in particular in Su-
dan, where some 10.8 million 
were displaced at the end of 
last year, after conflict erupt-
ed between forces loyal to ri-
val generals in April last year.

Grandi said the world’s fo-
cus on crises faced by refu-
gees and internally displaced 
people has largely cantered 
on Gaza -- where a devas-
tating and deadly conflict 

erupted in October last year 
-- and Ukraine, which has 
been saddled by Russia’s in-
vasion since February 2022.

The United States, mean-
while, has faced the “most 
complex challenge” when 
it comes to refugees of any 
country in the developed 
world, Grandi said -alluding 
to an influx across the U.S.-
Mexican border.

The U.N. refugee agency 

chief criticized Biden ad-
ministration plans to enact 
new restrictions on migrants 
seeking asylum at the border 
— seen by some as a political 
manoeuvre ahead of nation-
al elections in November - as 
a possible violation of inter-
national humanitarian law.

But he acknowledged 
that Biden administration 
ambitions to resettle some 
125,000 refugees in the Unit-
ed States amounted to “a 

very shining example of U.S. 
generosity.”

UNHCR also highlighted 
difficulties faced by refugees 
and internally displaced 
people amid conflict in 
countries like Congo and My-
anmar, and noted that Syria 
remains the world’s largest 
displacement crisis with 
nearly 14 million people for-
cibly displaced both inside 
the country and abroad.

UNHCR says more people subjected to forced, displacement in 2023 globally

SERIOUS DANGER LOOMS: Small traders pictured yesterday conducting various activities right under – or next to – high-tension power cables 
and a high-voltage transformer at a makeshift open market in Dar es Salaam’s Kitunda suburb. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Reporter

THE government through the Cash-
ewnut Board of Tanzania (CBT) has 
started construction of an industrial 
park in Mtwara Region which will ac-
commodate cashewnut processing 
factories to add value to the cash crop.

Deputy Minister for Agriculture 
David Silinde unveiled this in the Na-
tional Assembly on Wednesday, saying 
that the government has commenced 
implementation of the cashewnut pro-
cessing project at Maranje village in 
Mtwara Region.

He was responding to a question by 
Agnes Hokororo (Special Seats CCM) 
who wanted to know about the time-
line for the construction of cashewnut 
industrial park at Maranje Nanyumbu 
District.

He said that as of June 10, 2024, 
valuation of the project area of 1,572 
acres had been completed, including 
compensation payments to the resi-
dents.

  The deputy minister said the 
government has allocated 7.5bn/- to 

CBT for the construction of the infra-
structure in an area of 354 acres out 
of 1,572 acres.

“The activities carried out so far 
include clearing the area, starting 
drilling of water wells and extending 
electricity to the area. Additionally, a 
contractor has been engaged to con-
struct internal gravel roads and build 
two warehouses and a cashewnut pro-
cessing building in the area,” he said.

He further said that the government 
through CBT has already begun dis-
cussions with domestic and foreign 
investors to establish value-added 
cashewnut processing factories in the 
area.

Silinde noted that women currently 
engaged in cashewnut processing 
will be the primary beneficiaries of 
the project. He emphasized that the 
construction of a health centre will 
be included as a component of the 
project.

Construction of the cashewnut 
industrial park is aimed at ensuring 
that Tanzania no longer exports raw 
cashewnuts.

Govt starts construction of cashewnut 
processing precinct in Mtwara Region
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By Guardian Correspondent

THE University of Indonesia 
(UI) has welcomed Tanzanian 
Ambassador to Indonesia’s 
offer for research and inno-
vation collaboration with the 
University of Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM) in sustainable energy.

Ambassador Macocha Tem-
bele delivered floated the idea 
when he paid a courtesy call 
on UI main campus in Depok, 

west Java recently, during 
which he was received by UI 
Secretary Agustin Kusumayati.

Speaking there on Tuesday, 
Kusumayati said that UI and 
UDSM would explore opportu-
nities to conduct several joint 
projects, including student 
exchange programme and re-
search as well as innovation 
activities with public impact.

UI collaboration with UDSM 
is expected to encourage the 

two universities’ scholars and 
researchers to contribute to 
scientific breakthroughs with 
global impacts, she remarked.

The collaboration with 
UDSM is also relevant to UI’s 
mission of protecting the en-
vironment through education 
and community service and 
developing innovation to sup-
port Sustainable Development 
Goals, she added.

To this end, research pro-

jects on energy and mineral 
resources, especially on ways 
to derive benefits from sus-
tainable natural resources, are 
important, she said.

In this regard, UI has metal-
lurgy engineering and geology 
programmes through which 
collaboration with UDSM 
could be implemented, she 
remarked, adding that UI has 
already collaborated with sev-
eral universities around the 

world.
UDSM is the oldest and 

premier public university in 
Tanzania. Before becoming a 
full-fledged university on July 
1, 1970, it was founded as Uni-
versity College Dar es Salaam 
(UCD), an affiliate college of 
the University of London, on 
October 25, 1961.

UDSM currently manages 
370 programmes, including 
99 PhD by thesis, 142 Masters, 

10 Postgraduate and 92 under-
graduate, with almost 40,000 
enrolled students in the 2020-
2021 academic year.

UI whose main campus is 
located in Depok has been ad-
judged the best university in 
Indonesia. In the annual rank-
ing of global universities re-
leased by Webometrics in Jan-
uary 2023, UI was named the 
best university in Indonesia.

UI Chancellor Prof Ari Kun-

coro noted in a recent state-
ment that the university has 
upheld its commitment to be-
ing an innovative, independ-
ent, inclusive, dignified and 
leading higher educational in-
stitution in Southeast Asia and 
the world.

One of the endeavours to 
globalize education and re-
search has been pursuing col-
laborations with reputable 
overseas universities.

Former Prime Minister John Malecela opens a conference for youth at the Mtera Revival Evangelist Assemblies of God Tanzania Church grounds in 
Mpwapwa District, Dodoma Region, on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government has expressed 
commitment to construction of 
schools in hard-to-reach areas 
as well as in places which do not 
have public schools to bring the 
service closer to the people.

This was said here yesterday 
by Deputy Minister of State in 
the President’s office (Regional 
Administration and Local Gov-
ernment) Zainab Katimba when 
responding to a question posed 
by Sumve MP Kasalali Mgeni.

The MP wanted to know when 
the government will construct 
schools in hard-to-reach areas so 
that children can get education.

Mgeni also wanted to hear the 
government’s commitment on 
when it will construct a second-
ary school at Malya ward. He said 
the area has a big number of chil-
dren who walk long distances to 
attend secondary schools in oth-
er wards.

Responding, Katimba said the 
government through the  Sec-
ondary Education Quality Im-
provement Project (SEQUIP) 
programme was going on with 
construction of secondary 
schools in congested and wards 
which do not have schools, in-
cluding Malya ward.

Meanwhile, councils have been 
advised to set aside budgets for 
the construction of business cen-

tres in their respective areas.
Katimba said the councils are 

also invited to prepare business 
plans and present them to get 
construction funds. However, 
only councils with clean finan-
cial reports for three consecutive 
years will qualify for the strategic 
projects funding.

She was responding to a ques-
tion posed by Anton Mwantona 
(Rungwe) who wanted to know 
when construction of a planned 
shopping centre will kick off at 
Kiwira Ward in Rungwe District.

Responding, she said, the gov-
ernment is aware of the impor-
tance of having a modern market 
there to improve residents’ socio-
economic activities.

A number of interventions, she 
said, have been taken to facilitate 
the construction of the market, 
whereas a feasibility study and 
detailed designs have already 
been completed.

Govt to construct more schools 
in remote areas, parliament told

Indonesian university welcomes collaboration offer with UDSM 

It’s a roaring business for small traders – right onto pedestrian pathways at Dar es Salaam’s Karume open market – as found by Correspondent Jumanne Juma 
earlier this week.

By Special Correspondent 

THE Global Vaccine Alli-
ance (Gavi) in collaboration 
with partners has announced 
support for human rabies 
vaccines for post exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP) as part of 
routine immunisation. 

According to a statement 
availed to the media on 
Thursday, 95 percent of hu-
man rabies deaths occur in 
Africa and Asia, most often 

in marginalised communities 
that lack access to care.

It stated that the first round 
of applications will be accept-
ed by mid- July 2024.

This development comple-
ments ongoing global efforts 
of the Zero by 30 campaign, 
led by United Against Rabies 
partners including the Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO),  the World Health 
Organization (WHO), and the 
World Organisation for Ani-

mal Health (WOAH, formerly 
OIE) with the goal of eliminat-
ing dog-mediated human ra-
bies by 2030.

“This commitment from 
Gavi is crucial and will ex-
pedite efforts to halt human 
fatalities caused by dog-me-
diated rabies,” said Dr Jérôme 
Salomon, Assistant Director-
General for Universal Health 
Coverage, Communicable 
and Noncommunicable Dis-
eases at WHO. 

He said: “WHO will pro-
vide technical assistance to 
countries, not only to support 
their funding applications to 
Gavi but to draw up compre-
hensive plans of action that 
can deliver real progress to-
wards the Zero by 30 goal,” 
he said.

In more than 150 countries 
where dog rabies remains a 
serious public health prob-
lem, stocks of human rabies 
vaccines in public health 

systems are often extremely 
limited, especially in margin-
alised communities. Where 
human rabies vaccine is avail-
able through private facilities, 
the cost of PEP can impose a 
catastrophic financial burden 
on families and communities.

“Gavi’s aim with this pro-
gram is to contribute to glob-
al rabies efforts and save lives 
by helping countries ensure 
that human rabies vaccines 
are available to anyone who 

needs them and that vulner-
able and marginalised com-
munities have equal access 
to these essential medicines,” 
said Aurélia Nguyen, the 
Chief Programme Officer at 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance.

Rabies is a viral disease that 
causes severe inflammation 
of the brain. In 99 percent 
of cases, it is transmitted to 
humans by a rabid dog. Once 
the virus reaches the central 
nervous system and an in-

fected person shows clinical 
symptoms, rabies infection is 
near 100 percent fatal. 

The deadly nature of rabies 
and its traumatic symptoms 
make it one of the world’s 
most feared diseases. Howev-
er, rabies infection is prevent-
able by prompt PEP, which 
consists of thorough wound 
washing, administration of a 
course of good quality human 
rabies vaccine, and immuno-
globulins if needed. 

NAIROBI 

MASSIVE investments in basic 
education for African children 
are required to help the conti-
nent realize its long-term trans-
formation agenda, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
said on Thursday ahead of the 
Day of the African Child that will 
be marked tomorrow.

Education financing on the 
continent remains dismal, 
UNICEF said, adding that less 
than one in five countries have 
dedicated 20 percent of their 
public budgets to enhancing 
foundational skills for their chil-
dren.

“To ensure prosperity in Af-
rica we urgently need to see a 
continental revolution where 
commitments are turned into 
concrete action so children can 
attain the foundational skills 
necessary for them to progress 
to higher forms of education 
and realize their full potential,” 
Etleza Kadili, UNICEF regional 
director for Eastern and South-
ern Africa, said in a statement 
issued in Nairobi.

The theme of the 2024 Day 
of the African Child, which is 
observed annually on June 16 
is “Education for all children in 

Africa: the time is now,” under-
scoring the urgency to realize 
universal childhood literacy in 
the continent.

UNICEF said despite its role in 
building human capital to pro-
pel Africa’s growth, education 
financing in the continent has 
slackened, preventing millions 
of children from acquiring the 
basic literacy and skills that they 
require to thrive.

Despite significant efforts by 
African governments over the 
last decade to boost primary and 
secondary school enrolment, 
schools continue to lack basic 
amenities, are overcrowded, and 
have insufficient teachers, ac-
cording to UNICEF. The UN agen-
cy noted that four out of every 
five African children aged 10 
years are unable to read and un-
derstand a simple written text, 
highlighting the dismal learning 
outcomes on the continent.

UNICEF estimates that about 
183 billion U.S. dollars are re-
quired annually to support 
children’s education in Africa 
and achieve the Sustainable De-
velopment Goal on education. 
However, available resources 
currently stand at 106 billion U.S. 
dollars, leaving a financing gap 
of over 40 percent.

UNICEF calls for investment in education 
for African children to spur development

Gavi to boost access to rabies vaccines in over 50 countries

The government is 
aware of the impor-
tance of having a 
modern market there 
to improve residents’ 
socioeconomic activi-
ties
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By Guardian Correspondent 

ENVIRONMENTAL and health stakeholders have hailed the 
European Council (EC)’s recent  decision  to adoupt a regula-
tion to completely ban the use of dental amalgams and to pro-
hibit manufacturing, import and export of other mercury-added 
products.

The updated rules which were adopted recently aim to ad-
dress the remaining use of mercury in the European Union in 
line with the EU´s zero pollution ambition.

According to the new measures, exporting dental amalgam 
will be prohibited from 1 January 2025; the ban on manufactur-
ing and import in the EU will apply from 1 July 2026.

A statement issued by the Agenda for Environment and Re-
sponsible Development (AGENDA) expressed delight on the 
decision saying that this will further heighten protection of peo-
ple’s health.

Dora Swai, executive secretary of AGENDA, said the same 
efforts should be adoupted by other governments globally to 
phase down and phase out the use of dental amalgam within the 
provisions of the Minamata Convention on Mercury.

She said although Tanzania has regulations signed by govern-
ment since 2020 to prohibit use of amalgam, the same is still 
being used, especially by adults.

“Tanzania is surrounded by eight countries, from where amal-
gam may illegally come into the country. Educating consumers 
is very important; we need to continue educating the public on 
existing convention and guidelines relating to mercury-free den-
tistry,” she said.

For the part of EU, current rules already ban the use of dental 
amalgam for treating teeth in children under 15 years old and 
pregnant or breastfeeding women. The new rules will extend 
the prohibition to include everybody in the EU as of 1 January 
2025. 

Exceptions will apply when the use of dental amalgam is 
deemed strictly necessary by dental practitioner to address spe-
cific medical needs of a patient.

Six additional mercury-containing lamps will also be made 

Stakeholders hail 
decision to make 
EU mercury-free

Tanzania Investment Centre director general Gilead Teri (R) exchanges documents yesterday with investor Ibrahim Qammar shortly after they had signed an 
agreement on the development of agriculture in Morogoro Region. Photo by Correspondent

Govt plans more measures to boost Tanzania’s visibility internationally
By Guardian Correspondent

TANZANIA is set to expand its vis-
ibility by showcasing and promoting 
its tourism attractions in the inter-
national market through the world’s 
leading tourism trade fair, the Ferial 
Internacional de Turismo (FITUR).

FITUR tourism trade fair is expect-
ed to take place between September 
28 and October 1 in Bueno Aires, Ar-
gentina.

This comes after Minister for 
Natural Resources and Tourism An-

gellah Kairuki met and held discus-
sions with top management of the 
Institución Ferial de Madrid (IFEMA) 
Company in Madrid, Spain, which is 
involved in the organisation of the 
FITUR exhibition.

Speaking at the meeting that took 
place in Barcelona, Spain last week, 
Kairuki said that Tanzania’s partici-
pation in the exhibition will extend 
its visibility internationally.

“Our goal is to look at the best way 
to improve Tanzania’s participation 
in this exhibition and promote it 

more in the international market,” 
she said.

Kairuki also assured the organis-
ers that Tanzania was committed to 
continue participating properly in 
the exhibition and ready to receive 
opinions and advice on how to fur-
ther improve its participation to suc-
ceed in promoting itself in the inter-
national market, especially in Spain 
and Latin America.

Last year, Spain was ranked sec-
ond as the most visited destination 
in the world, receiving 85 million 

international tourists, followed by 
the US with 66 million tourists, Italy 
with 57 million tourists and Türkiye 
which rounded out the top five with 
55 million international tourists.

IFEMA Company Executive Di-
rector, María Valcarce, said that the 
FITUR exhibition is a large interna-
tional tourism market that attracts 
around 152,000 participants, who 
are tour operators, various organisa-
tions and around 92,000 guests.

She also said that IFEMA is ready 
to collaborate with Tanzania to find 

the best way to ensure its participa-
tion in the upcoming exhibitions.

“We want to promote Africa 
through FITUR and bring Spanish 
people to know Africa and the entire 
tourism business chain,” she said.

Meanwhile, Kairuki and her del-
egation participated in the 121st 
meeting of the executive council of 
the United Nations World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO) presided 
over by Spanish Minister for Indus-
try and Tourism,   Jordi Hereu in 
Barcelona.

While officiating the meeting, 
Hereu stated that UNWTO was ac-
celerating implementation of Sus-
tainable Tourism Strategy 2030.

He said the move aims to estab-
lish an international framework for 
eradicating extreme poverty, com-
bating inequality and injustice and 
addressing climate change by 2030.

“Implementation of this strategy 
has led to changes in the structure 
of tourism in Spain to promote 
more sustainable, responsible and 
resilient tourism,” Hereu said.

NAIROBI

A SENIOR Kenyan police officer has been 
shot dead after he opened fire at a magistrate 
in court in the capital, Nairobi.

The chief inspector opened fire on Maka-
dara Principal Magistrate Monica Kivuti short-
ly after she made a ruling in a case reportedly 
involving his wife.

The officer is said to have been angered by 
the court’s decision to cancel her bail after she 
had absconded.

The officer, identified as Samson Kipchirch-
ir Kipruto, who is in charge of a police station 
in Londiani in western Kenya, then pulled out 
a gun and shot the magistrate, injuring her.

Other officers in court responded immedi-
ately, with one of them shooting the offending 
policeman and killing him.

In the process, three other officers were in-
jured, a police report said.

The magistrate and the injured officers 
were being treated in hospital.

The judiciary said the magistrate had “can-
celled the bond for an accused person who 

had jumped bond and had failed to offer satis-
factory explanations for jumping bond.”

“Immediately this decision was pro-
nounced, a person shot at the magistrate and 
injured her on the hip,” it said in a statement.

It noted initial reports that indicated “that 
the shooter is a police officer who is married 
to the suspect.”

The national police service said the officer 
was in the court for “unknown reasons.”

Investigations continue to establish the cir-
cumstances that led to the shooting, it said.

The incident inside a courtroom came as a 
shock to Kenyans.

Police have often been accused of being 
involved in extra-judicial killings but no such 
incident has been reported inside court.

The judiciary said it will enhance security 
measures and assured judicial staff and other 
court users of their safety and security.

“As the judiciary family, we wish our col-
league a quick recovery. We also send our con-
dolences to the family of the officer who lost 
his life in this unfortunate incident,” said chief 
registrar of the judiciary Winfridah Mokaya.

Kenyan policeman killed after 
shooting at magistrate in court

Drought keeps sheep out of reach for some Moroccans ahead of festivities
RABAT

EID Al-Adha is fast approaching, 
and like Muslims all over the world, 
many Moroccans will sacrifice an 
animal as part of the festivities.

A drought has, however, reduced 
the amount of food available for 
flock.

The state is accustomed to sup-
porting farmers and would give 
them two bags of fodder. This year 
Wahid Redouane’s farm was sup-
plied with 30 and it wasn’t enough 

still.
“Due to drought, we are some-

times forced to sell sheep in order 
to get money to buy fodder for the 
other remaining sheep. This has 
caused prices to rise in the market, 
because we sell a number of sheep 
in order to control the situation and 
in order to preserve capital only.”

At a local market in Berrechid, 
northwestern Morocco, sheep are 
on sale ahead of Eid.

Prices have been rising for sev-
eral years, but it’s more noticeable 

than ever now.
Moroccan sheep cost between 73 

and 83 Dirhams (6.83 to 9.03 dol-
lars) per kilogramme. That means 
the average sheep costs up to 160 
dollars more than it did last year.

Sellers are now looking to Spain 
where they can get sheep at more 
affordable prices.

“Moroccans could not manage 
the high prices of Moroccan sheep 
during their tours in the markets. 
That is why they were forced to 
buy Spanish sheep because their 

price is reasonable and may reach 
67 dirhams (7.29 euros) per kilo-
gram,” said Lehcen Ziate, a sheep 
seller in Berrechid.

Morocco has imported 600,000 
Spanish sheep so far this year, ac-
cording to the Agriculture Ministry.

Customers want the best look-
ing, best quality sheep they can af-
ford for their families.

But many are shocked by just 
how much that’s going to cost 
them.

“The atmosphere is different this 

year. During my tour of the markets 
in the city of Berrechid, I noticed 
that prices have risen, but they 
differ from one market to another 
and also according to the quality of 
the sheep,” said local resident Ab-
delghani Chihab.

Experts fear the problem is only 
likely to get worse.

What will customers do five, ten 
years from now if prices continue 
to spiral? There are calls for major 
changes to help farmers adapt to 
the consequences of the climate 

crisis.
“Successive periods of drought 

will continue during the coming 
years, which will put Morocco in 
a crisis in terms of preserving its 
stock of livestock, and this requires 
it to turn to modern livestock breed-
ing,” said Mustapha Benramel, an 
environment expert and president 
of the Minaretes Ecological Associa-
tion for Development and Climate, 
based in Kenitra.

Eid al-Adha will begin in Morocco 
on Monday.

Dr Fred Tairo (with microphone), a manager with the Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute’s Mikocheni Centre in Dar es Salaam, 
briefs Mkuranga district commissioner Khadija Ally (L) on diseases commonly striking coconuts. It was at an awareness seminar 
for farmers held in the district on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Maulid Mmbaga

Tanzania is surrounded by 
eight countries, from where 
amalgam may illegally come 
into the country. Educating 
consumers is very important; 
we need to continue educating 

subject to a manufacturing, import and export 
ban as from 31 December 2025 and 31 December 
2026. The regulation will now be signed and pub-
lished in the Official Journal of the EU. It will enter 
into force on the20th day following publication 
and become directly applicable in all member 
states.

According to the updated rules, the commission 
will review  exemptions on the use of dental amal-
gam by 31st December 2029, taking into account 
the availability of mercury-free alternatives.

By the same date, the commission will also re-
view measures taken by member states on mer-
cury emissions from crematoria and the impact of 
the commission’s guidance on relevant abatement 

technologies.   
The EU mercury regulation adopted in 2017 is 

one of the key EU instruments transposing the 
Minamata Convention, an international treaty 
signed in 2013 to protect human health and the 
environment from the adverse effects of mercury.

The 2017 regulation covers the full-life cycle of 
mercury, from primary mining to waste disposal, 
contributing to the ultimate EU objective of limit-
ing and phasing out the use, manufacturing and 
export of mercury and mercury-added products 
over time, as spelled out in the EU strategy on 
mercury.

The European Parliament and Council adopted 
their negotiating positions on 17 and 30 January 

2024, respectively. The two co-legislators reached 
a provisional agreement on 21 February 2024, af-
ter only one round of negotiations.
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TIARET

RIOTS have erupted in Alge-
rian desert city after months of 
water shortages left taps run-
ning dry and forced residents to 
queue to access water for their 
households.

In Tiaret, a central Algerian 
city of less than 200,000 located 
155 miles (250 kilometres) south-
west of Algiers, protestors wear-
ing balaclavas set tires aflame 
and set up make-shift barricades 
blocking roads to protest their 
water being rationed, according 
to pictures and videos circulat-
ing on social media.

The unrest followed demands 
from President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune to rectify the suffer-
ing. At a council of ministers 
meeting last week, he implored 
his cabinet to implement “emer-
gency measures” in Tiaret. Sev-
eral government ministers were 
later sent to “ask for an apol-
ogy from the population” and to 
promise that access to drinking 
water would be restored.

The rioting comes as Teb-
boune is expected to vie for a 
second term as president of the 
oil-rich nation — Africa’s larg-
est by area. Northern Africa has 
been among the world’s worst-
hit regions by climate change. A 
multi-year drought has drained 
critical reservoirs and reduced 
the amount of rainfall that has 
historically replenished them.

The region, located on a 
semi-arid high desert plateau 
increasingly plagued by ex-
treme heat, gets its water from 
three dammed reservoirs that 
are shrinking as temperatures 
spike and less rain falls. The 

reservoirs have become less 
functional due to a “death of 
volume” and are reduced to 20 
percent of their capacity, agri-
cultural engineer Said Ouarad 
said.

The region’s groundwater aq-
uifers have for years not been 
able to recharge due to an ab-
sence of rain, he added.

Algeria’s long-term solution 
would be to pipe water from larg-
er dams further north and south 
from Tiaret and shift to alterna-
tive supplies, including desalina-
tion plants that the country has 
heavily invested in.

But in the meantime, officials 
are trying to import water from 
nearby sources. Consider, the 
public company responsible for 
the region’s water infrastructure, 
hopes to finish new pipelines 
by July to bring groundwater to 
Tiaret from wells 20 miles (32 kil-
ometers) away. 

Until then, the company is 
trucking large cisterns of water 
into the city, a company official 
not authorized to speak on the 
matter told The Associated Press.

“Tiaret and three surround-
ing municipalities have suffered 
from this water shortage for 
months,” he said. “A calm has re-
turned but the situation remains 
tense.”

News about the tensions has 
spread on social media but 
garnered little news coverage 
in Algeria, where many papers 
and television stations rely 
on advertising revenue from 
the state. Press freedom in the 
country has increasingly been 
curtailed and in recent years 
journalists have been impris-
oned.

Riots erupt in drought-
stricken central Algeria 
over shortage of water

Prof Abel Makubi (R), who has just taken over as Executive Director of Dodoma-based Benjamin Mkapa Hospital, receives working tools from outgoing 
CEO Dr Alphonce Chandika at the hospital on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Renatha Msungu

By Special Correspondent 

THE United States widened 
its sanctions against Russia on 
Wednesday as G7 leaders pre-
pared to gather in Italy for a sum-
mit where the top priorities will 
be boosting support for Ukraine 
and grinding down Russia’s war 
machine.

“These actions will ratchet up 
the risk that foreign financial 

institutions take by dealing with 
Russia’s war economy,” U.S. Na-
tional Security Adviser Jake Sul-
livan told reporters on Air Force 
One, en-route to Italy.

Wednesday’s package targeted 
Chinese companies which help 
Russia pursue its war in Ukraine 
and raised the stakes for foreign 
financial institutions which work 
with sanctioned Russian entities.

More than 300 new sanctions 

are largely aimed at deterring 
individuals and companies in 
countries including China, the 
United Arab Emirates and Tur-
key from helping Moscow cir-
cumvent Western blocks on ob-
taining key technology.

The announcement came 
shortly before President Joe 
Biden arrived in Italy where he 
and other G7 leaders are urgently 
looking at aiding Ukraine, includ-

ing turning frozen Russian assets 
into billions of dollars of support 
for Kyiv.

Discussions continue on the 
ground in Italy on unlocking the 
proceeds of the Russian sover-
eign assets, Sullivan said. “I be-
lieve that we are making good 
progress in generating an out-
come in which, those proceeds 
from those frozen assets could 
be put to good use.”

US announces new sanctions on Russia, targets Chinese entities
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By Special Correspondent 

FOR the first time in Africa, traces 
of highly potent synthetic opioids 
known as nitazenes have been de-
tected in some drugs used on the 
continent.

A report focusing on Sierra Leone 
and Guinea-Bissau was released last 
Wednesday by the Global Initiative 
Against Transnational Organized 
Crime.

It is based on chemical testing of 
Kush, a derivative of cannabis mixed 
with synthetic drugs like fentanyl 
and tramadol and chemicals like for-
maldehyde.

Researchers found that in Sierra 
Leone, 83 percent of the samples 
were found to contain nitazenes, 
while in Guinea-Bissau it was identi-
fied in 55 percent.

Nitazenes, powerful synthetic opi-
oids, have long been in use in Europe 
and North America as well as in Asia 
where they have been associated 
with overdose deaths. Some of them 
can be up to 100 times more potent 
than heroin and up to 10 times more 
potent than fentanyl, meaning that 
users can get an effect from a much 
smaller amount, putting them at in-

creased risk of overdose and death.
“The GI-TOC (Global Initiative 

Against Transnational Organized 
Crime) believes that these results 
are the first indication that nitazenes 
have penetrated retail drug markets 
in Africa,” the report said.

In Sierra Leone where Kush is one 
of the most widely consumed drugs, 
President Julius Maada Bio this year 
declared war on the substance, call-
ing it an epidemic and a national 
threat.

Nitazenes have been detected re-
peatedly in substances sold to young 
people in the region such that users 
are most likely ingesting them “with-
out knowing the risks they face,” 
Wednesday’s report said.

The authors said their findings 
suggest that nitazenes are being im-
ported into Sierra Leone from else-
where and that the substance being 
sold as Kush in Guinea-Bissau was of 
similar chemical composition to that 
found in Freetown.

Authors of the report urged of-
ficials in both countries to deploy 
chemical testing equipment to ac-
curately monitor the countries’ illicit 
drug markets and develop evidence-
based responses.

Opioids stronger than heroin found 
in study for the first time in Africa

Cambridge University returns artefacts to Ugandan museum
KAMPALA

THE University of Cambridge has 
returned 39 Ugandan items which 
range from tribal regalia to pottery.

The items remain property of 
the collection of the Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology at 
Cambridge, which is loaning them to 
Uganda for an initial period of three 
years, said Mark Elliott, the museum’s 
senior curator in anthropology.

Elliott described it as “very much a 

museum-to-museum collaboration,” 
that stems from years of talks about 
the possibility of returning objects 
deemed “exceptionally powerful and 
exceptionally sensitive to communi-
ties whose belongings they were.”

The objects, selected by Ugandan 
curators, represent a small fraction 
of about 1,500 ethnographic objects 
from Uganda that Cambridge has 
owned for a century. Cambridge 
acquired most as donations from 
private collections, and many were 

given by an Anglican missionary ac-
tive in Uganda in the 1890s and early 
20th century.

Uganda gained independence 
from the UK in 1962.

The next step is to “research their 
contemporary significance and to 
help make decisions about their fu-
ture,” Elliott said.

The Uganda Museum in the capi-
tal, Kampala, is expected to put on a 
temporary exhibition of the objects 
next year.

Uganda’s agreement with Cam-
bridge is renewable, allowing for 
the possibility of a permanent loan 
and perhaps local ownership, said 
Jackline Nyiracyiza, Ugandan govern-
ment commissioner in charge of mu-
seums and monuments.

“Sixty years that have passed for us 
now to get 39 objects,” she said. “We 
are working now with the Cambridge 
team to...see that we talk to other 
museums and be able to repatriate 
others maybe next year or within the 

near future.”
Ugandan officials, seeking such res-

titution, first travelled to Cambridge 
in 2022 as more African governments 
started to demand accountability 
over items of aesthetic or cultural val-
ue that were looted before and dur-
ing the colonial era.

Elsewhere in Africa, including the 
West African nation of Nigeria, there 
have been successful restitution 
events in recent years.

“This is the biggest single move-

ment of objects returned to the 
African continent” in recent years, 
Nelson Abiti, principal curator of the 
Uganda Museum, said.

He hoped the move could prove 
exemplary for other museums with 
ethnographic items from Uganda.

Restitution remains a struggle for 
African governments, and the Afri-
can Union has put the return of loot-
ed cultural property on its agenda. 
The continental body aims to have a 
common policy on the issue.

Preparations for the implementation of a water connection, supply and distribution project well in progress in Dar es Salaam’s Kitunda suburb yester-
day. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Special Correspondent 

UNITED Nations (UN) Undersecretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs Martin Griffiths on Wednesday 
called on Group of Seven (G7) leaders to prevent man-
made famine on the eve of the G7 summit in Italy.

“Famine in the 21st century is a preventable scourge. 
G7 leaders can and must wield their influence to help 
stop it. Waiting for an official declaration of famine be-
fore acting would be a death sentence for hundreds of 
thousands of people and a moral outrage,” said Griffiths 
in a statement.

Conflict is fuelling hunger in too many corners of the 
world. But nowhere is the choice between inaction and 
oblivion so clear as in Gaza and Sudan, he said.

In Gaza, half of the population, or more than 1 million 
people, is expected to face death and starvation by mid-
July; in Sudan, at least 5 million people are also teeter-
ing on the brink of starvation; in both Gaza and Sudan, 
intense fighting, unacceptable restrictions and meager 
funding are preventing aid workers from delivering as-
sistance necessary to prevent mass starvation, he said.

Griffiths asked G7 countries to immediately use their 
substantial political leverage and financial resources so 
that aid organizations can reach all people in need.

“But more than anything, the world must stop feed-
ing the war machines that are starving the civilians of 
Gaza and Sudan. It is time instead to prioritize the di-
plomacy that will give people back their futures. And 
tomorrow, the G7 is at the helm,” he said. 

.UN humanitarian chief requests G7 
leaders to prevent manmade famine

Stationed at a strategic ‘corner’ in Dar es Salaam’s Ubungo suburb on Thursday afternoon with camera at the ready, Correspondent Sabato Kasika captured this 
spectacle of a curiously loaded three-wheeler at a section of Morogoro Road.

BAMAKO

THOUSANDS of fishermen holding cone-shaped 
nets stood side by side, cheering and chanting as they 
waited for the signal. Suddenly, they rushed to a large 
muddy pond and cast their nets, dropping to their 
knees in the mud. Soon, one proudly held up a fish the 
length of his arm.

For several hundred years, people have gathered in 
the southern Mali town of San for Sanké mon, a collec-
tive fishing rite in June that begins with animal sacrific-
es and offerings to the water spirits of Sanké Pond. The 
rite, with masked dancers and traditional costumes, 
is on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)’s list of intangible 
cultural heritage.

The marathon session of collective fishing celebrates 
the town’s founding and marks the beginning of the rainy 
season. But climate change and heat waves are disturb-
ing the tradition.

Sanké pond is starting to disappear, said a village chief, 
Mamadou Lamine Traoré.

Heat waves in Mali in recent years have caused the 
pond to start drying out. Temperatures in the town have 
reached a record this year at 48.5 degrees Celsius (119 de-
grees Fahrenheit), Emmanuel Doumbia, a local weather 
observer, told The Associated Press.

The unprecedented heat wave in Mali this year has 
also led to a surge in deaths. The heat wave began in 
March as many in the Muslim-majority country observed 
the Islamic holy month of Ramadan with dawn-to-dusk 
fasting.

The Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Center said that 
insufficient data in Mali makes it impossible to know the 
number of heat-related deaths, but estimated that the toll 
this year has likely been in the hundreds if not thousands.

An analysis published in April by the World Weather 
Attribution — an international team of scientists looking 
at how human-induced climate change impacts extreme 
weather — said the latest heat wave in the Sahel, a region 
south of the Sahara that suffers from periodic droughts, 
is more than just a record-breaker.

Climate change has made maximum temperatures in 
Burkina Faso and Mali hotter by 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 
degrees Fahrenheit), the researchers said.

Experts have warned of more scorching weather 
ahead.

At the latest Sanké mon collective fishing rite, men 

sweated as they stripped skinny chickens bare and 
cooked them over reeds, and dancers in sporty knee 
socks or plastic sandals adjusted armbands adorned 
with cowrie shells. A national flag waved limply on a 
weathered pole along the trampled shore.

“This tradition was already established before I was 
born,” said one participant, Amadou Coulibaly, who re-
mains faithful to it despite the growing challenges.

When the rite was added to the UNESCO list in 2009, 
there were plans to dig deeper into the pond to prevent 
it from silting up, Traoré said. “But since then, nothing 
was done and the pond is starting to create problems.” 
It wasn’t clear why no action was taken.

The pond’s disappearance would threaten not just 
the centuries-old rite but also the town’s economic 
survival if attention fades, he said.

Climate change threatens Mali’s respected pond fishing tradition

Famine in the 21st century is a 
preventable scourge. G7 leaders 
can and must wield their influence 
to help stop it
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Processing of crops, minerals can do 
only so much in war against poverty
ONE major policy innovation 

being heralded is reducing ex-
ports of raw materials from land, 
forests and water, this with a view 
to proceeding with processing and 
value addition before exportation.

This has for a number of years 
been an agro-sector policy man-
tra, where budget allocations are 
being made from time to time to 
make it a reality.

With trade openings even wider 
in regional and more far-flung 
markets, privileging raw material 
processing is valid as long as it is 
more of guidelines or a policy fo-
cus rather than statute or fiat.

This is the picture that emerges 
as to the focus of our country’s 
National Development Plan 
2024/2025 presented to the Na-
tional Assembly, where the statu-
tory view of the matter was ex-
plicit.

The minister tabling it said that 
there is a need to set a policy and 
legal framework to ensure that our 
country’s resources are processed 
and added value to locally before 
being exported.

This is different from a business 
view, as either type of business 
has its ups and downs – with some 
countries having grown power-
ful economically and in various 
other ways thanks to their exports 
of raw materials, which would be 
ruined if they were finished goods.

In our particular case, our at-
titude towards oil refinement has 
changed over time – from setting 
up a refinery in the 1960s to opt-
ing for importing refined oil in the 
1990s.

Petroleum exporters are a pow-
erful cartel only as raw material 
producers rather than as sellers of 
refined products. Many countries 
exempt imports of raw materials 
from custom duty while otherwise 
heavily taxing processed goods.

Expectations that this empha-
sis on value addition is vital for an 
inclusive national economy are 
only partially valid – for instance, 
if one takes a closer look at how 
processing may reduce poverty, 
create jobs, ‘induce’ prosperity 
and stimulate the exportation of 
value-added products.

This requires a steady stream 
of investors but, even if there is a 
minimum of assurance in that re-
gard, the lack of a rising local mar-
ket will likely prove a stumbling 
block. An export strategy exclud-
ing local markets works for tiny 
economies, not even merely mod-
erately large states.

Just how far our planning au-
thorities can credibly place strate-
gies to cement this agenda is hard 
to say, as there is plenty of export 
processing in the country and an 
overabundance of certain types 
of raw materials – like oranges in 
some parts of Tanga Region.

Our vanilla had mouth-watering 
levels of gains for farmers; now 
public appeals are heard for state 
intervention as many speculative 
farm investments start noticing 
that reality has changed.

There will unlikely be draw-
backs in the purely ‘supply side’ is-
sues like enabling the use of qual-
ity seeds, fertilisers, irrigation and 
modern farm equipment.

With changes being made to 
Tanzanians in Diaspora to pur-
chase property like land and hous-
es and landing loans on property 
registered locally, much more can 
be expected in that sphere even 
if the background in that regard 
may not be very helpful.

This is because it remains easier 
for Tanzanian firms engaged in 
agro-processing to expand if local 
markets and export openings are 
promising than to expect agro-
sector specialist immigrants.

The world turns its back while the noose tightens around Sudan
By Phillip van Niekerk

A friend, writing from Paris, lost four 
more family members in Sudan last 
week, including his wife’s uncle who 
was forced to witness his sister being 
raped.

“The man and his sister were both 
elderly and he died of shock – he had 
a heart attack – when he saw his sister 
being raped,” wrote my friend, Gordon.

“Two younger boys who were cous-
ins tried to protest and were gunned 
down by AK-47 fire inside the hosh 
(courtyard).”

Gordon’s wife, Fatima, is from Wad 
Medani in Gezira State, the breadbasket 
of Sudan situated between the Blue and 
White Niles in the centre of the country. 
It has been occupied by raiders from 
the Rapid Support Forces since Decem-
ber, though the Sudanese Armed Forc-
es have been fighting in recent weeks to 
take it back.

Fatima’s niece was feared killed on 
the same day as her uncle. Communi-
cation is difficult, with mobile phone 
networks down. The family knew that 
their niece may have been present at 
the nearby village of Wad al-Noura on 3 
June when more than 100 members of 
a local resistance committee were mas-
sacred by RSF marauders for protesting 
against the looting and pillage.

The Sudanese Armed Forces were 
20km away and must have been aware 
of the slaughter, but did not lift a finger 
to help, presumably because the resist-
ance committees are opposed to both 
military factions.

The family located Fatima’s niece 
sheltering at a local farm where she was 
taken after she sustained severe bullet 
wounds – her companion was killed. 
They are trying to find a way of get-
ting her out of Sudan, possibly through 
Uganda, so she can get proper medical 
treatment.

Bedrock of the revolution
Sudan’s Resistance Committees were 

mobilised to fight against the Islamist 
regime of Omar al-Bashir and were the 
bedrock of the democratic revolution in 
2019 that has been so cruelly quashed.

In the wreckage of Sudan, a country 
without a government, these commit-
tees of ordinary volunteers are clean-
ing the streets, collecting the garbage, 
keeping a minimal amount of admin-
istration ticking over and burying the 
dead.

The fourth member of Gordon’s 
family to die last week was a 23-year-
old woman who, while trying to flee 
to Egypt, contracted a deadly form of 
malaria and was unable to be treated 
because the clinics in Gezira have been 
looted and abandoned.

Two more of Fatima’s elderly relatives 
died earlier of thirst during a 10-day 
trek in an overcrowded truck through 
the desert to get to Egypt, running the 
gauntlet past bandits and soldiers of all 
stripes. Hospitals in the southern Egyp-
tian city of Aswan reported on Tuesday 
that the heatwave has killed dozens of 

Sudanese fleeing across the border 
this week. 

The story of Fatima and Gordon’s 
family is typical of daily life, if you 
can call it that, under the occupa-
tion. The RSF are a loose alliance of 
Arab militias who subsist by ban-
ditry and pillage, and over whom 
their commander, General Mo-
hamed Hamdan Dagalo (Hemedti), 
exerts only weak control.

“The RSF force that did that kill-
ing (in Gezira) is a group of ban-
dits and looters who are not even 
obeying Hemedti’s orders,” wrote 
Gordon. “He does not care about 
Gezira because he is concentrating 
everything on attacking El-Fasher.”

Fasher is the last holdout of the 
SAF in Darfur, where a ferocious 
battle has been raging for more 
than a month.

Though separated by more than 
a thousand kilometres, both Gezira 
State and El Fasher were places 
where hundreds of thousands of 
people sought refuge to escape the 
first wave of fighting that erupted 
between troops loyal to Hemedti 
and the SAF under Abdel Fattah Al 
Burhan on 15 April last year, princi-
pally in the capital Khartoum and 
elsewhere in Darfur.

Refugees flee
About 500,000 refugees are said 

to have fled Fasher in recent days, 
scattering in a desperate attempt 
to escape the mass killings and the 
bombing raids from the air. But 
they are running away from what 
little food assistance remains and 
it is expected that many will starve 
to death.

Hemedti’s push to capture Fash-
er comes exactly a year after his 
Arab militias fighting under the 
RSF banner, known to locals as 
the Da’ama, massacred more than 
10,000 black African Masalit tribe-
speople and drove another half a 
million from their homes into the 

cludes the weak response from the 
African Union.

Perhaps someone can explain 
why the ANC government in South 
Africa, months before it forcefully 
brought the ICJ case, refused to 
support a UN fact-finding mission 
to investigate human rights abuses 
in the war.

Who are the good guys?
Sudan’s problem, at least for the 

international media, is that it’s not 
clear who the good guys are.

The RSF have been rightly con-
demned for the looting and pillage, 
but it was Burhan who led the coup 
that ended the democratic experi-
ment.

The SAF, with the assistance of 
the Egyptians, have relentlessly 
bombed Sudan’s cities and villages, 
destroyed neighbourhoods and 
killed many civilians. They have 
promoted ethnic warfare, and they 
are still allied with the Islamists 
who were a big part of the problem 
in the first place.

The military formations have 
held the levers of power ever since 
the colonial power Britain created 
a new Sudanese military based on 
ethno-regional lines a hundred 
years ago. This was after they had 
entirely abolished the old military 
for staging a mutiny and hanged 
the ringleaders.

The wars of post-independence 
right up to today emanate from this 
militarised colonial architecture.

The brief flicker of democra-
tisation in 2019 was made pos-
sible when Burhan and Hemedti 
supported the popular uprising 
against Bashir. But by 2021, when 
their military autonomy, patron-
age networks and businesses were 
threatened, they overthrew the 
civilian administration and termi-
nated the transition, only to turn 
on each other two years later.

			   DM

Mainland could learn lots from Zanzibar’s 
hospitality sector renewable energy efforts

SUBTLE policy alterations would 
hardly have come as a surprise for 
development partners to engage in 
the cooking energy transition, rather 
carefully selecting intervention tar-
gets.

It is evident this initiative is being 
worked upon by the Zanzibar Water, 
Energy and Minerals ministry in col-
laboration with the Power Africa ini-
tiative lodged with the United States 
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID).

The thrust is on ensuring that the 
Isles’ hospitality industry adopts re-
newable energy sources – nothing 
altogether new.

Anyone familiar with customer-
based lobbying will realize that large 
beach hotels using sea winds to gen-
erate power would attract bigger 
groups of local and foreign visitors.

Incidentally, it was the US Em-
bassy in Dar es Salaam that made 
public the arrangement now in the 
works, saying that USAID supports 
the hospitality industry in Zanzibar 
by ensuring that the most profitable 
sector in the economy of the histori-
cal ‘clove islands’ has the best energy 
sources.

The USAID statement focused on 
reliable access to electricity for hotels 
and resorts receiving thousands of 
visitors annually, though closer read-
ing shows that the issue is less reliabil-
ity than acceptability by clients.

Stakeholders participated in a re-
cent workshop on ways to promote 
renewable energy solutions for the 
hospitality industry, connecting ho-
tels with power firms offering what 
is known as customised energy 
solutions. They focused on off-grid 
renewable energy, followed by an 
exhibition showcasing the solutions.

Power Africa is not a new ini-
tiative as it was circulated by former 
US President Barack Obama as he 
toured several African countries in 

2013.
However, in that off-grid electricity 

is synonymous with lack of grid and 
use of heavy fuels, the idea remained 
idle – while, with public service insti-
tutions mapping out energy transi-
tion, it is being dusted up.

One reason various stakeholders 
will likely sign up to this initiative is 
that its problematic side, including 
costly initial outlays, could be taken 
up by private firms.

Additionally, with its operational 
electricity consumption and other 
costs relatively low, repayment of 
loans or guarantees for investments 
is easy to work out.

Just how many such stakeholders 
in mainland Tanzania could take up 
a cue from Zanzibar isn’t easy to say, 
as there is a gap in regulatory climate 
for off-grid electricity. This is tied to a 
presumption that if power connec-
tion is there, no alternative source 
can be set up or proposed.

With Zanzibar being more sensi-
tive to tourism and authorities close 
to the travel sector lobby, chances of 
renewable off-grid electricity becom-
ing an explicit power sector regula-
tory provision are easier to map out 
for Zanzibar than across the channel.

Definitely there is reason to hope 
of deliberations during the Zanzibar 
workshop holding the promise of 
the Isles using creating an even more 
enabling environment for renewable 
energy development.

USAID was emphatic that renew-
able energy is akin to laying the 
foundations of development, which 
may not elicit unqualified applause 
among policy planners but is certain-
ly a lifeline for tourism.

It will be easier to market zero 
emission large hotels and prepare 
the way for other institutions to 
adopt the same path, reducing pow-
er costs in the long run and thus fos-
tering even more robust growth.
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refugee camps around Ardre in 
Chad where many languish today.

Weeks later, a UN investigation 
discovered a mass grave of Masalit 
civilians near Geneina.

The Da’ama are the descend-
ants of the Janjaweeds who were 
dispatched by Omar al-Bashir’s 
government in Khartoum to deal 
with rebellious black tribesmen in 
Darfur and were responsible for 
the deaths of up to 400,000. The 
victims were themselves Muslims. 

Bashir was charged by the Inter-
national Criminal Court with geno-
cide, but he has evaded account-
ability. When the fighting blew up 
in Khartoum, he and his henchmen 
wanted by the ICC escaped from 
Kobar Prison in Omdurman, and 
some are now working alongside 
Burhan.

It is a measure of how much the 
world has changed that 20 years 
ago, outrage boiled over at the gen-
ocide, with star names like George 
Clooney, JK Rowling and Angelina 
Jolie making strong public stands 
against the mass killings in Sudan.

This time, the killings are not 
restricted to Darfur, but dispersed 
throughout the country.

Tom Perriello, the US Special 
Envoy for Sudan, told Congress 
last month that the death toll since 
April could be as high as 150,000.

Millions displaced
About eight million people have 

been displaced from their homes, 
including three million children, 
and five million face starvation as 
farmers have been unable to plant 
and famine approaches.

In the West, the contrast between 
the cause celebre of the mid 2000s 
and what has been criticised as the 
US’ half-assed diplomacy and short 
bursts of media attention is partic-
ularly stark.

The shocking indifference ex-
tends across the board and in-

 South Sudanese returnees who have fled the violence in Sudan wait for some water to arrive at the transit area 
set up by the UNHCR in the Upper Nile State town of Renk, South Sudan, 15 May 2023. File photo
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By A Special Correspondent

S
ENEGAL has a rich history of traditional music – 
and this lives on as it influences the west African 
country’s modern music today.

As a cultural researcher, I set out to explore the 
social and cultural significance of both traditional and 
modern music in Senegal.

I was able to interview 20 musicians, a mix of tradi-
tional and modern, who live and perform in the capital 
city of Dakar as well as other smaller cities and villages.

I define modern Senegalese music as using modern, 
more western instruments such as the electric and bass 
guitar, keyboard and drum set. Traditional Senegalese 
music uses instruments such as the xalam (a guitar-like 
instrument with three strings), kora (21-string instru-
ment played somewhat like a harp), balafon (similar to 
a xylophone), djembe and sabar drums (played with 
hands and sticks).

I found that in Senegal, a country steeped in Islamic 
religion and tradition, there was a great push for tradi-
tional music to be preserved so that cultural values and 
tradition would be passed on to the next generations. In 
combining elements of traditional and modern music 
into a style known as tradi-modern music, musicians 
have created what they call mbalax rhythms, which are 
unique to Senegalese music. As a result, traditional music 
is not lost.

Different messages in modern and traditional mu-
sic

Modern songs in Senegal tend to contain messages 
about love and relationships. For many listeners, espe-
cially the younger generation, this is not a problem. But 
some musicians can be critical of modern trends. As one 
of my research participants told me:

In modern music, you can hear the music and just 
dance, dance, and dance. But you don’t understand what 
they are saying. You are not listening to the words but 
just dancing to enjoy yourself. But with traditional music, 
you have to listen to see what they are saying and what 
type of message they are giving.

More traditional music in Senegal contains messages 
reminding people to appreciate and respect the cultural 
values that have played a role in shaping them as indi-
viduals. Values like honesty, hard work and dignity are 
just a few of them. One musician stated it this way:

For us, you must not forget your origins. You must not 
forget our traditions. You can say more with traditional 
music than without traditional music.

Messages in traditional music have also been viewed 
as more profound than those of modern or popular mu-
sic, since they are embedded in culture and have been 
passed down from generation to generation.

Why preserve traditional music?
Through asking many questions and engaging in dis-

Senegal has  rich history of traditional
music, but it lives on in modern music

It is good to mix modern music 
because we are in the process of 
modernising. And so, to not kill 
traditional music, it must be mixed 
with modern music. And if you re-
ally want to evolve in music and 
you want the older people to lis-
ten to your music, people like your 
dad and mom, then you must try 
and use traditional things in your 
music.

Why this matters
Traditional music is the founda-

tion upon which modern music is 
made and performed. Some musi-
cians believe that making modern 
music requires an understanding 
and appreciation of traditional 
music. One musician said:

The singers of modern music 
must listen to the rhythms of tra-
ditional music. Then they can ar-
range modern instruments with 
traditional rhythms to make tradi-
modern music.

I’ve added something tradition-
al which is the whistle. I added it 
to modern music. When the peo-
ple of the village hear this music, 
they will see there is a traditional 
touch to it. Considering well-
known popular musicians such as 
Baaba Maal, Wally Seck and Yous-
sou N’Dour, it can seem as if mod-
ern music has cast a large shadow 
over traditional and lesser-known 
Senegalese musicians.

But the values of traditional mu-
sic (found in both instrumentation 
and message of songs) allow these 
popular musicians to continue 
making modern (and tradi-mod-
ern) music for the masses. And 
as traditional, modern and tradi-
modern (mbalax) music continues 
to draw in listeners of all ages, it 
will allow everyone to enjoy music 
for generations to come.

cussion, I discovered that the overall sentiment among musicians 
was in favour of keeping traditional music alive. One mentioned 
the potential consequences of losing it:

Imagine if traditional music disappeared totally. … music is the 
educator and counsellor and so traditional values would be at risk 
of being lost.

Music is a cultural heritage that comes from long ago. So, it’s al-
ways important to preserve it because we must pass on our culture 
to the new generation. That is how our culture will continue to ex-
ist. Traditional music not only incorporates instruments that were 
used to make music long ago, and still are used, it contains mes-
sages that instruct the present and future generations in the ways 
people ought to conduct themselves. Preserving the music passes 
on the message. As one musician put it:

If we erase traditional music, then we will be a little lost. It would 

be a bad thing. So, it is important to keep the traditional music be-
cause it is our roots … it is our culture. It is music that lifts us up. It 
is our identity.

How traditional music is preserved
Musicians in Senegal have combined both modern and tradi-

tional elements of music (instruments as well as lyrical content) 
into a third type of music called tradi-modern.

One style of tradi-modern music, mbalax, uses traditional instru-
ments like the sabar drums and their associated rhythms and the 
kora alongside modern instruments like the electric guitar and 
keyboards to create a mélange of sounds that attract both older 
and younger listeners. Youssou N’Dour, one of the most popular 
singers in Senegal, is also considered to be the pioneer of mbalax 
music. So music can evolve and adapt to include all generations of 
people.

By Oliver Kiptoo Kirui

T
HE United Nations (UN) recently warned 
of the risk of famine in Sudan. The war be-
tween the army and the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces has killed civilians and dev-

astated livelihoods on a massive scale. Around 18 mil-
lion people are already acutely hungry, including 3.6 
million children who are acutely malnourished.

Oliver Kiptoo Kirui, who co-authored the Sudan Na-
tional Household Survey – conducted in the midst of 
war – provides insights on the scale of the country’s 
food emergency.

What’s the food security situation in Sudan?
Acute food security is measured on a widely accept-

ed 5-stage classification. It increases in severity from 
“minimal” through “stressed”, “crisis”, “emergency” 
and “famine”. This scale is intended to help govern-
ments and other humanitarian actors quickly under-
stand a situation and take action.

Sudan’s food security has dramatically worsened 
due to ongoing conflict and economic decline. As of 
mid-2024, over 20.3 million people (more than 42% 
of the population) are facing high levels of acute food 
insecurity.

Some are in the crisis stage. Others have slipped 
into the emergency phase. This indicates severe food 
shortages and widespread hunger.

Rural households are especially hard hit due to dis-
rupted agricultural activities, limited access to mar-
kets and soaring food prices. Together, these factors 
have severely affected household food security, par-
ticularly in conflict areas.

The conflict has disrupted agricultural production 
and trade routes. At the same time, the economic cri-
sis fuelled by the war has led to hyperinflation, with 
food prices being 350% above the five-year average. 
Many people can’t afford food.

Rural areas have been particularly hard hit. As 
many as 40% of farming households did not till their 
land for planting. And those who did have been un-
able to plant or harvest crops because of insecurity. 
Food has become much scarcer.

The conflict has displaced people, too, placing Su-
dan in the highest displacement crisis in the world. 
This has further strained food resources as displaced 
populations seek refuge in regions where resources 
are already scarce.

What do we know about the scale of the emergen-
cy?

The latest UN reports indicate a humanitarian cri-
sis. Around 9.2 million people have been displaced 
since mid-2023. Access to food remains a critical need, 
particularly in Darfur and Kordofan. Rising levels of 
hunger and severe acute malnutrition are expected to 
lead to more deaths if there isn’t urgent action.

In a recent IFPRI-UNDP analysis, more than half of 
rural households reported consuming less food – for 

Sudan food crisis: Researcher unpacks scale of the disaster and actions 

example, skipping meals or reducing meal sizes. This 
underscores the urgent need for immediate and sus-
tained humanitarian assistance.

Displacement and food insecurity in Sudan are 
worse than ever before. The disruption of livelihoods 
and markets has left millions in desperate need of 
help.

The UN emphasises the need for urgent and com-
prehensive humanitarian interventions to prevent a 
full-scale famine. The high prevalence of severe acute 
malnutrition among children is particularly alarming. 
It’s a warning of a looming public health disaster.

What were Sudan’s food vulnerabilities before 
the war?

Before the current conflict, Sudan already faced 
food security challenges. These included economic 
instability, high inflation and frequent climate shocks 
such as droughts and floods. Agricultural production 
was often below average. Many regions depended on 
food imports, which were easily disrupted by logisti-
cal challenges.

Before the war, rural households had to deal with 
poor infrastructure, lack of agricultural inputs and 
limited extension services. The current conflict has 
made them even more vulnerable.

Sudan’s agricultural sector struggled with numer-
ous problems, like outdated farming practices, lack of 
investment and inadequate infrastructure. Frequent 

climate shocks, such as droughts and floods, added to 
these issues, leading to chronic food production defi-
cits.

Economic policies and political instability had al-
ready weakened the country’s ability to import food, 
making it heavily reliant on erratic local production.

What should a local and international response 
look like?

Improved access to credit, better farming tech-
niques, broadened and deepened social protection, 
and resilient infrastructure could help build long-
term food security.

Well-coordinated humanitarian assistance that 
reaches the most vulnerable populations is crucial for 
immediate relief and recovery.

Both local and international responses need to be 
robust and multifaceted. These include:

Immediate humanitarian aid: rapid deployment of 
food aid and nutritional support is crucial. This in-
cludes opening and maintaining secure humanitarian 
corridors for uninterrupted aid delivery. Immediate 
action is needed to prevent starvation and reduce 
malnutrition rates, particularly among children and 
other vulnerable groups.

Support for agricultural production: providing 
farmers with seeds, tools and training can help in-
crease local food production and farmers’ resilience. 

Initiatives to improve water management and irri-
gation infrastructure are also essential. Long-term 
investments in sustainable farming practices and in-
frastructure are necessary to rebuild and stabilise the 
agricultural sector.

Economic support: stabilising the economy through 
financial aid, reducing inflation and ensuring the 
availability of affordable basic goods can mitigate the 
crisis. Economic interventions should focus on sup-
porting livelihoods and enhancing market access to 
make food more affordable and available.

Conflict resolution and security: efforts to mediate 
the conflict and establish peace are fundamental to al-
low safe access for humanitarian efforts. This will also 
enable people to return to their livelihoods. Without 
a resolution to the conflict, sustainable food security 
cannot be achieved. Peace-building initiatives must be 
prioritised to create a stable environment for recov-
ery.

International coordination: a coordinated interna-
tional response is necessary to ensure efficient use of 
resources and to address the needs of displaced pop-
ulations. Collaboration and resource-sharing among 
humanitarian actors can enhance the effectiveness of 
aid delivery and ensure that assistance reaches those 
most in need.

Smoke rises above a neighbourhood in the Sudanese city of Omdurman.

Traditional music has a strong presence in Senegal’s mainstream music scene.
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By Timothy Killeen

T
HERE are now very few global corporations that 
deny climate change. Senior executives have 
finally realized their future as profit-making en-
terprises depend on their ability to make money 

on a planet radically different from the one they knew as 
children.

Their long-overdue enlightenment is the product of 
three decades of educational campaigns waged by civil 
society, academia and multilateral organizations. Those 
campaigns forced these corporate behemoths into action 
in the last half of the 2010s, when institutional investors, 
which provide companies with the financial capital they 
need to grow their business empires, demanded change.

It was also clear that a successful strategy needs to be 
holistic, which led to a consensus that the solution should 
incorporate criteria encapsulated by three words: Envi-
ronmental, Social and Governance (ESG).

Under previous iterations of sustainability pro-
grammes, companies sought to manage the environmen-
tal and social impacts from their operations in order to 
limit any potential legal or financial liabilities. The goal 
was to protect the corporate image and avoid angering 
consumers or provoking key stakeholders (i.e., local com-
munities).

According to the new paradigm, ESG strategies pro-ac-
tively support the planet and societal well-being in order 
to maximize profits over the short and long term. The goal 
is to align a company’s strategies and operations with the 
growing demand for the sustainable production of goods 
and services. Coincidentally, reformed corporate behav-
ior will support the energy transition and save the planet.

Because ESG guidelines are being mandated by a board 
of directors, they are being integrated into strategic devel-
opment plans at the corporate equivalent of the speed-
of-light. Task forces have reviewed existing sustainability 
initiatives and repackaged their environmental and social 
components according to the new (slightly different) no-
menclature of ESG investing, while linking them to an 
expanded (pre-existing) set of standards conceived to 
ensure ethical behavior on the part of corporate officers. 
The changes are subtle but significant. They are also con-
troversial.

Critics on the left brand ESG investing as greenwash-
ing, arguing that corporations view it through a public 
relations lens rather than as a true reform of business 
models. Their skepticism is based on the participation of 
corporations with a history of climate change denial and 
the ability of corporations to inundate ESG platforms with 
a myriad of data that de-emphasizes more fundamental 
measurements of environmental performance.

Supporters contend the emerging ESG schemes are 
different in both scope and scale from previous sustain-
ability initiatives, where the power of consumers was dis-
persed via complex supply chains and political processes. 
In contrast, investors will use ESG ratings to constrain (or 
enhance) the provision of financial capital, which is essen-
tial for corporate growth.

Critics on the right contend that ESG criteria distract 
from the fundamental purpose of a corporation, which is 
to create wealth for shareholders, while arguing that ESG 
evaluation systems are a hodgepodge of good intentions 
with no demonstrable economic benefits. 

Supporters, including the CEOs of the world’s largest 
financial services companies, respond by observing that 
successful companies have always invested in the capac-
ity of their employees, suppliers and clients. Regardless, 
the Security and Exchange Commission (SEC) of the Unit-
ed States has proposed rules to obligate publicly listed 
companies to report climate-related information, essen-
tially mandating the inclusion of ESG metrics in corporate 
reports.

The creation of the ESG evaluation and reporting sys-
tem is an ongoing process with overlapping schemes com-
posed of a bewildering assortment of metrics, guidelines, 
criteria, standards, frameworks, scores and benchmarks.

At the corporate level, the scale pertinent for evaluat-
ing investments in the extractive industries in the Pan 

Climate change: Possible solutions to avoid loss of environmental, social and governance investment

Amazon, ten financial rating agencies have 
launched schemes that combine informa-
tion from corporate reports with independ-
ent data that, allegedly, provide an objective 
measure of ESG performance.

The competing schemes often provide 
radically different scores for the same com-
pany depending upon what metrics are col-
lected and the weights applied to different 
algorithms that pool hundreds of separate 
measurements into a single summary score.

These scores are derived from thousands 
of data points, organised into hierarchical 
subcategories, which are compiled into sub-
scores for E, S and G. System complexity 
causes ESG scores to be poorly correlated: a 
company may fare well in one scheme but 
be ranked as mediocre in another.

ESG in the Pan Amazon
Evaluations are compiled at the global 

scale and encompass many corporate attrib-
utes that are not relevant to the specific facil-
ities and operations located in the Amazon.

A very large company may have a good 
score overall, but a poorly conceived project 
in the Pan Amazon. Moreover, the global 
corporations that participate in ESG initia-
tives are not representative of the dozens of 
domestic mining companies that operate in 
the Pan Amazon.

With few notable exceptions, domestic 
companies do not participate in ESG scor-
ing schemes; those that do tend to be highly 
dependent on foreign capital or on foreign 
markets to commercialise their production.

There are at least 250 corporate entities 
operating or actively developing a mine, 

oil or gas field, or a logistical facility (pipe-
line, port, manufacturing) with a presence 
in Brazil, Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, 
Peru and Suriname. Of these, only a fraction 
(~18 per cent) can be found in the databases 
compiled by S&P-ESG (47), Refinitiv (46) or 
Sustainalytics (44).

The companies with the best scores are 
all global mining or oil giants whose ratings 
are due, in part, to their ability to build com-
prehensive monitoring programmes that 
collect massive volumes of ESG data. Well 
managed companies use the data to identify 
pressure points and bottlenecks, which can 
be modified at a reasonable cost to improve 
efficiency and profitability; it also allows 
them to flood rating systems with ‘positive’ 
data, while reaping additional points for 
data transparency. Companies that partici-

feature

pate half-heartedly are penalised by 
blank data fields.

Among the high-scoring corpora-
tions are the mining giants Vale, Al-
coa and Norsk Hydro, which operate 
massive strip mines near the Ama-
zon River, as well as Glencore, BHP 
and Rio Tinto, which operate equally 
massive open-pit mines in the High 
Andes of Peru.

The poorest scoring companies 
are the China National Petroleum 
Company and Sinopec, oil compa-
nies operating in Peru and Ecuador, 
and junior mining companies oper-
ating on frontier landscapes in Pará, 
Brazil. Following is a brief overview 
of selected corporations and their 
ESG scorings. 

Climate change has altered the camu camu harvest cycles in Peru. Before, harvesting relied on fixed dates at the end and beginning of the year. Now, 
timing has become unpredictable.
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By Guardian Correspondent 

D
UE to the nature of the environment and 
land which is almost stone surfaced in many 
parts of Mwanza city, it was previously nor-
mal for some families in living on hills to 

open up their partially built toilets during the rainy 
season to empty waste, something which was greatly 
posing risk to health of people.

To address the situation, authorities in the city in 
collaboration with stakeholders embarked on sev-
eral initiatives to educate the public while supporting 
them to construct modern latrines.

Among of the initiatives is the one implemented by 
experts and stakeholders from the from the Univer-
sity of London, Ardhi University (ARU), the Centre for 
Community Initiative (CCI) and Mwanza Urban Water 
Supply and Sanitation Authority (Mwauwasa) through 
a joint research project, to scrutinise specifically the 
reason behind people’s inability to have quality toi-
lets.

The experts found that enhanced collaborations be-
tween stakeholders to run sanitation related projects 
were important and can help address the challenge.

Speaking recently during the East Africa Hub Re-
gion Annual Meeting hosted by the Centre for Com-
munity Development (CCI) and Tanzania Federation 
for the Urban Poor (TFUP), stakeholders underscored 
the need to continue to heighten collaborative efforts 
to improve sanitation in poor settlement areas.

Dr Tim Ndezi, CCI executive director said that more 
coordinated efforts are needed to ensure that every-
one has access to a toilet that is connected to a sanita-
tion system that effectively removes and treats human 
waste.

He said Mabatini settlement in Mwanza city is char-
acterized by mountainous and rocky terrain, presents 
significant challenges for its residents, many of whom 
live in these elevated settlements where constructing 
essential sanitation facilities in such conditions is par-
ticularly daunting.

It becomes hard to go deep when digging up latrine 
pits because the land is almost stone surfaced in na-
ture, with installation of waste outlet pipes also be-
coming a challenge.

However, the sanitation project implemented by 
CCI in collaboration with Mwanza Federation groups, 
the local government and Mwauwasa has greatly 
helped to reduce this pressing issue.

“The project targeted ten households in the moun-
tainous areas where access to adequate toilets had 
long been a challenge. Beyond the construction of toi-
lets, the initiative also established the Mwanza Sani-
tation Forum. This forum oversees sanitation matters 
in the region and provides loans to community mem-
bers for the construction of modern toilets, thereby 
promoting sustainable sanitation solutions,” he ex-
plained.

According to Dr Ndezi, if the toilets condition is not 
good, it means that it brings pollution to the city, es-
pecially the pollution goes to Lake Victoria which is 
everything in the city of Mwanza and the life of people 
in general.

Dr Tim Ndezi, said that people fail to have quality 

Stakeholders for enhanced efforts to improve sanitation in port settlements

By Special Correspondents 

A
n Asian elephant in cen-
tral Thailand has given 
birth to a rare set of twins, 
in what caretakers have 

described as a miracle.
The mother, 36-year-old Cham-

churi, was not expected to deliver 
twins and when she gave birth to a 
male calf last Friday, staff at the Ayut-
thaya Elephant Palace and Royal 
Kraal, had thought the delivery was 
done.

But while cleaning up the first calf 
and helping it stand on its feet, they 
heard a loud thud and realised that 
Chamchuri had given birth to a sec-
ond calf, a female.

The second birth sent the mother 
into a panic and caretakers had to re-
strain her to prevent her from step-
ping on the female calf. One caretak-
er was hurt in the melee.

Dramatic footage on social me-
dia showed a crowd of caretakers 
- known locally as mahouts - franti-
cally separating the female calf from 
the mother, with blood from the 
birth still visible on her hind legs.

Twins occur in only one percent 
of elephant births and male-female 
are even rarer, according to Save the 
Elephants, a research organisation.

"Once we pulled the second baby 
elephant out, away from the mother, 
the baby stood up. We were all cheer-
ing because it’s a miracle," veterinar-
ian Lardthongtare Meepan told the 
BBC.

"We’ve always wanted to see el-
ephant twins but not everyone can 
see this because it doesn’t happen 
a lot," said Meepan, who grew up at 
the elephant park, and is herself a 

mother of twins.
Charin Somwang, a 31-year-old 

mahout, broke his leg while restrain-
ing the mother.

"I was so happy, I couldn’t feel the 
pain," he told the BBC, adding he felt 
the extent of the injuries only when 
he was brought to the hospital.

"It’s normal that the new mother 
will always try to kick or push the 
baby...I was afraid that she might 
break the baby elephant, so I put my-
self forward and tried to block the 
mother from the smaller one," said 
Somwang, who has been working at 
the park for 15 years.

Elephants are considered sacred 
in Thailand, where a majority of the 
population is Buddhist. They are 
also a national symbol.

Since the birth, the Ayutthaya El-
ephant Palace and Royal Kraal has 
featured the twins in live streams on 
social media.

Park visitors, including children, 
are also allowed to see the twins, but 
only after disinfecting their footwear 
and their hands.

A sign near the nursery reads: 
"Please don't touch the elephant ba-
bies".

They will be named seven days 
after birth in accordance with Thai 
custom.

At 55kg (121lb) the female calf is 
slightly smaller than usual and has 
to step on a stool during feeding with 
her mother. Her brother is heavier at 
60kg.

The female calf is slightly smaller 
than usual and has to step on a stool 
during feeding

The park claims its elephants were 
rescued from begging on the streets. 
In 1989, Thailand banned logging in 

It is 'miracle' in Thailand: 
Jumbo gives birth to twins

natural forests, leaving mahouts who worked 
in that industry jobless.

This forced them to make elephants perform 
tricks for tourists in exchange for money. This 
practice was outlawed in 2010 - though there 
are still rare cases of this happening.

In Ayutthaya, Thailand's former capital, 
some elephants carry tourists on their backs to 
temples and historic ruins.

Conservationists oppose elephant riding 
as they say this stresses the animals out and 
amounts to abuse.

An earlier report by the World Animal Pro-
tection (WAP) says that harsh methods are 
used to get a wild elephant to carry a human 

on its back. The process starts soon after it is 
captured. It is often referred to as “breaking-in” 
or “crush.”

Aside from Ayutthaya, elephants have also 
become tourist draws in highland villages in 
Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai in the north, where 
tourists can feed them with bananas, go walk-
ing with them and bathe them with mud.

The Asian elephant is an endangered species 
due to poaching, illegal trade and habitat loss, 
according to the International Union for Con-
servation of Nature.

More elephants are used for tourism in Thai-
land - over 3,000 - than anywhere else. Un-
like other countries with captive populations, 

those in Thailand are nearly all privately owned.
Elephants are considered sacred in Thailand, where a 

majority of the population is Buddhist
Compared to their African counterparts, Asian ele-

phants have smaller ears round and hunched backs.
Meanwhile, visitors continue to flock to the park in 

Ayutthaya to see the twin babies, as they await their 
names.

They walk in a small pen covered with hay as they roll 
their trunks on their mother's leg.

“I am always happy when I see elephant gives birth,” 
said Mr Somwang, their mahout who is recovering from 
injury.

“It doesn’t need to be twins. Elephant babies always 
bring joy,” he said.

features

toilets due to limited financial resources, 
given the fact that geographically, the 
land formation on hills is to some extent 
challenging. 

The event brought together, the par-
ticipation Slum Dwellers International 
(SDI), East Africa (E.A) Region members 
from Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania, along 
with Professional Support Officers from, 
ACTogether, SDI Kenya, and the E.A Hub 
Lead from the SDI Secretariat office, 
government officials from the Mwanza 
region attended, reflecting a strong com-
mitment to collaborative development.

In his remarks, Mwanza city mayor 
Sima Constantine highlighted Mwanza’s 
unique geographical landscape, char-
acterized by Rocky Mountains, and the 
associated safety concerns for residents 

during adverse weather conditions. 
He expressed gratitude to SDI for fa-

cilitating this crucial meeting and rec-
ognized it as a pivotal step towards en-
hancing cooperation among East African 
countries.

He further commended the federation 
and CCI for their initiatives, particularly 
the construction of modern toilets in the 
Mabatini area, a project that addresses 
significant sanitation challenges exacer-
bated by the rocky terrain.

He also acknowledged the pressing is-
sue of land acquisition for residents in 
informal settlements and committed to 
meaningful discussions and leveraging 
his authority to resolve these issues.

The Mayor pledged to collaborate with 
relevant authorities to facilitate land ac-

quisition and address other related chal-
lenges, with the support of the city’s land 
officer.

Sarah Weruka a Federation National 
Coordinator from Uganda, said: “We have 
met here with the aim of discussing about 
the work of the federation, what chal-
lenges we have as East Africans, what we 
have done, what challenges and achieve-
ments we have been able to achieve”.

Husna Shechonge, TFUP coordinator 
said underscored the need for contin-
ued efforts to promote inclusivity and 
empowerment within urban poor com-
munities.

She said federation is a union or com-
munity groups that exists within the in-
formal settlements communities where 
members works to lift up each other 

through establishment of saving 
groups but also acquire loans to im-
plement various development pro-
jects to improve livelihoods.

“We also invest efforts with sup-
port from stakeholders including 
CCI to raise various challenges and 
conduct research and identify the 
challenges in our settlements and 
find solutions,” she said.

She said that the East Africa 
Hub Region Annual Meeting and 
Exchange was a testament to the 
strength of unity and collaboration 
in addressing regional challenges. 

As members reflected on their 
achievements and set new goals, 
it became clear that together, they 
could overcome obstacles and 
drive sustainable development 
across the region.

Sophia Kiluvya, Mwanza city 
health officer admitted environ-
mental pollution challenge in 
Mwanza city due to lack of good 
toilets.

She said after the Mwanza Sanita-
tion Forum started lending money 
for the construction of better toi-
lets, the condition of toilets in 
mountainous areas has been able 
to help a lot.

Coordinator of the federation 
groups in Mwanza region, Mary 
Luberwa said: “There are techni-
cians who build these toilets are 
members of the community them-
selves who are within the federa-
tion groups who have been em-
powered.”

Samia Hassan, one of the ben-
eficiaries of the project shared how 
the project resolved sanitation is-
sues for her family, underscoring 
its positive impact on the commu-
nity. 

Samia said: “Before we didn’t 
have a toilet, we were using the 
neighbour’s toilet, and at night it 
was very disturbing for the neigh-
bours, so thanks to this project we 
were built a better toilet and now 
we are benefiting from it.”

Despite these advancements, 
Mabatini residents continue to face 
challenges in accessing clean and 
safe water, a critical issue that de-
mands further attention and inter-
vention. 

The visit concluded with a re-
newed commitment from all stake-
holders to continue addressing the 
community’s needs and improving 
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By Farai Matiashe

O
N a winter’s morning in Shamva, in Zimba-
bwe’s Mashonaland Central province, Bren-
da, a single mother of three, is on the hunt 
for lithium ore.

The 39-year-old, who asked that only her first name 
be used, uses a pick to break up hard rocks before shov-
elling the rock ores into a wheelbarrow which is then 
pushed by one of her workers and emptied onto a heap.

“Mining is labour intensive, but I soldier on,” said the 
tall, broad-shouldered woman wearing a blue workers 
uniform with green reflectors and a yellow safety hel-
met.

Around her, dozens of other artisanal miners work 
tirelessly to extract ore in the lithium surface mining 
area located about 90km (56 miles) northeast of the 
capital Harare.

“I have no limits. I take every situation as it is,” Bren-
da told Al Jazeera. “I remember I was the only girl in a 
chemistry class back in school. I learned to be brave, 
courageous and independent.”

Zimbabwe has the world’s fifth-largest reserves of 
lithium – which is an essential component of the re-
chargeable batteries used in things like mobile phones 
and electric vehicles.

In 2021, an output of 1,200 tonnes of lithium was re-
corded in the country and it is set to become Zimba-
bwe’s third biggest mineral export after the gold and 
platinum group of metals.

There are several companies engaged in lithium ex-
ploration and mining in the country, but small-scale 
miners have developed an interest in the sector too.

Pushed by a high unemployment rate and prolonged 
economic hardships, thousands of individuals like 
Brenda are getting permits and licences from the Zim-
babwean authorities to mine the mineral in lithium-
rich areas.

Raw lithium export ban
Across Southern Africa, there are rich reserves of 

valuable natural resources – though only a small minor-
ity has historically profited from this. To increase the 
benefits for local economies, regional countries have 
increasingly sought to transform raw minerals into 

An artisanal miner carries a sack of mud to a riverbed after digging for ore in Zimbabwe.

As China scrambles for Zimbabwe’s lithium, small miners are left behind

port, the stockpiles of raw lithium grew, and prices fell.
Artisanal miners like Brenda who are at the bottom 

of the lithium value chain have been hit hard. She said 
since the ban was imposed her profits have gone down 
as unprocessed lithium fell to the current price of $100 
per tonne from as high as $1,200 per tonne previously.

“Quite a number of people have chickened out of the 
business,” said Brenda, who uses her income from min-
ing to feed, pay school fees and buy clothes and other 
essentials for her children.

“Only a few like me who were consistent have re-
mained in the lithium mining industry. Those who 
were after profits could not survive at such low prices,” 
she said.

‘Long value chain’
Brenda first started in the mining and minerals in-

dustry by buying and selling semiprecious gemstones 
after a friend introduced her to the business. Then in 
2014, she ventured into lithium mining.

The lithium surface area where Brenda and her team 
work is noisy and filled with several other artisanal 
mining teams drilling and blasting rocks.

Brenda started here after she found some lithium 
deposits in a bushy area, pegged it and registered the 
place with the mining authorities. To mine it, she pays 
royalties to the government for a permit.

She taught herself mining by reading and research-
ing about different gemstones and, using her connec-
tions with artisanal miners, went on to employ 10 work-
ers – two machine operators and eight general workers 
– to help her source lithium.

But Brenda does not have the resources to process 
the lithium, so she sells the raw mineral to Chinese 
buyers in Zimbabwe, who then process it locally before 
exporting it.

“The Chinese are connected. We cannot do without 
them. They determine the prices. Our options are lim-
ited,” she said.

Economist Victor Bhoroma said most of the lithium 
ore buyers have access to secondary producers and 
global buyers.

“They are part of a long value chain where local arti-
sanal miners only get less than 3 percent of the output 
value per tonne.

Bhoroma said “it is the best practice to have pro-
cessed lithium exports instead of raw stone exports”, 
but also said the ban has had an impact on pricing and 
oversupply, as most can no longer export the commod-
ity or easily sell it.

Since December 2022, global prices of lithium have 

higher-value products locally.
As a part of those efforts, Zimbabwe’s government moved to ban exports 

of unprocessed raw lithium in 2022, arguing that the country would get 
more revenue from the mineral if companies were allowed to export only 
processed lithium.

The ban was also aimed at curbing the smuggling of raw lithium through 
the country’s porous borders with neighbouring South Africa and Mozam-
bique.

However, it has had adverse consequences for many small-scale miners 
working in the sector.

When the ban was put in place, the demand for processed lithium – that 
could be exported internationally – grew, while the demand for raw lithium 
slowed as few had the means to process it. While some mining companies 
scrambled to build plants to process raw lithium into concentrates for ex-

also plummeted because of several 
factors including oversupply of the 
battery metal.

Scramble for lithium
As the world transitions to clean 

energy to reduce emissions which 
worsens climate change, lithium is 
a key component for batteries used 
in electric vehicles.

Though lithium mining is not 
new in Zimbabwe, as it was first 
extracted by Bikita Minerals in the 
1950s, there has been increasing de-
mand more recently.

China, which is the leading con-
sumer of lithium given its role in 
the manufacturing and exports of 
lithium-ion batteries, is leading the 
scramble for the light metal in Zim-
babwe.

“China is by far the key player in 
lithium demand and battery pro-
duction,” said Bhoroma.

China has been striking deals in 
Zimbabwe, taking advantage of cor-
dial relations with the government 
of President Emmerson Mnangag-
wa.

Mnangagwa, his family members 
and other senior top government 
officials are under United States 
sanctions over alleged human 
rights violations and corruption. 
China, meanwhile, claims its ap-
proach to other nations is based on 
a principle of noninterference.

This has helped it secure min-
ing licences in multiple African 
countries. One such venture is 
Zimbabwe’s largest lithium mine, 
Bikita Minerals, acquired by China’s 
Sinomine Resource Group in a deal 
worth $180m to increase capacity 
in February 2022.

Located in the Bikita hills of Masv-
ingo province in southeast Zimba-
bwe, Bikita Minerals holds 11 million 
tonnes of lithium – the world’s larg-
est-known deposit of lithium.

Tapiwa O’Brien Nhachi, an in-
dependent climate and natural 
resources researcher, said the Chi-
nese rush in every sector in Zim-
babwe significantly shows the ex-
tension of the “look East” policy, a 
foreign policy strategy to strength-
en economic and political ties with 
China adopted by late President 
Robert Mugabe in the 2000s when 
the US and Western countries first 
imposed sanctions over human 
rights abuses.

As of 2023, there were seven dif-
ferent lithium exploration and min-
ing projects at various development 
stages across the country, according 
to the Zimbabwe Environmental 
Law Association (ZELA), a premier 
public interest environmental law 
group.

While artisanal miners like Bren-
da use wheelbarrows, picks and 
shovels, as well as small compres-
sors and water pumps during min-
ing, big companies have earth-mov-
ing machines like excavators and 
backhoe loaders to move rocks as 
well as drills and explosives to blast 
rocks.



 Nairobi

THE government is planning 
to suspend purchase of furniture 
for a period of one year, cut down 
on foreign travels and restrict all 
trainings to within government in-
stitutions in an expenditure con-
trol drive.

In the 2024/25 Financial Year 
Budget whose implementation 
starts next month, National Treas-
ury Cabinet Secretary Njuguna 
Ndung’u also revealed that part of 
the expenditure control measures 
will include the suspension of all 
new recruitment for the next one 
year.

Auditing and cleansing of all 
public payrolls, pension and 
transfers to the vulnerable will 
also be done, with a view to elimi-
nate ghost workers as well as en-
force payment of salary scales as 
approved or recommended by 

the Salaries and Remuneration 
Commision.

Other areas targeted in reduc-
ing expenditure include review-
ing insurance schemes (Edu Afya, 
Indigents, Public Service, Police 
and Prisons, Commissions and 
Independent Offices) under the 
Universal Health Coverage and 
align them to the Social Health In-
surance Fund.

The government will also re-
view regional development au-
thorities (RDAs) to remove du-
plication of roles with those of 
County Governments and Minis-
tries, Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs), and suspend the policy 
of Semi-Autonomous Govern-
ment Agencies (SAGAs) investing 
surplus funds and enforce the 
requirements of public finance 
management (PFM) Act, 2012 and 
the PFM Regulations, 2015 to sur-
render such funds to the excheq-

uer.
“With the reforms we project 

total revenue collection, includ-
ing appropriation in-aid for the FY 
2024/25 budget to be KSh 3,343.2 
billion, equivalent to 18.5 per cent 
of GDP.

“Of this, ordinary revenue is 
projected at KSh 2,917.2 billion, 
equivalent to 16.2 per cent of GDP. 
Ministerial Appropriation-in-Aid 
is projected at KSh 426.0 billion. 
Grants to this budget are project-
ed at KSh 51.8 billion or 0.3 per 
cent of GDP.”

“The government’s total ex-
penditure in the Financial Year 
2024/25 budget is projected at 
KSh 3,992.0 billion or 22.1 per cent 
of GDP. Of this, recurrent expendi-
tures will amount to KSh 2,840.0 
billion or 15.7 per cent of GDP. De-
velopment expenditures, includ-
ing allocations to domestic and 
foreign financed projects, Con-

tingency Fund and Equalization 
Fund is KSh 707.4 billion equiva-
lent to 3.9 per cent of GDP. Total 
allocation to County Govern-
ments is projected at KSh 444.5 
billion of which equitable share 
is KSh 400.1 billion.” Since the 
beginning of the current financial 
year, the Government says it has 
also implemented initiatives to 
contain growth of expenditures.

It has undertaken measures to 
reduce spending on non-priority 
expenditures and its Public Pri-
vate Partnerships framework tar-
gets commercially viable projects 
but also consider the contingent 
liabilities that come under this 
framework. It is also reviewing the 
portfolio of externally funded pro-
jects with a view to restructuring 
and re-aligning them with bottom 
economic transformation agenda 
(BETA).

Agencies

 By Guardian Reporter

THE government’s 
decision to en-
hance taxation 
within the digital 

economy, encompassing 
digital content creation 
and digital asset transac-
tions, has raised appre-
hension among young 
individuals who depend 
on these avenues for their 
livelihood.

In a country grappling 
with high levels of un-
employment, numerous 
young individuals have 
turned to digital platforms 
to tap into their creative 
talents and skills, generat-
ing income in the process.

Nevertheless, the intro-
duction of these new taxes 
has instigated concerns 
that this thriving sector 
may face suppression, 
potentially impacting the 
livelihoods of many young 
people.

Last Thursday, the 
Minister of Finance, Dr. 
Mwigulu Nchemba, un-
veiled the country’s finan-
cial projections for the 
2024/25 fiscal year during 
a parliamentary session in 
Dodoma.

The estimates, totaling 
49.5tn/-, were eagerly an-
ticipated by the public as 
they would illuminate the 
government’s strategies 
for the forthcoming year.

Dr. Mwigulu empha-
sized a crucial aspect of 
the budget - its funding 
source. The anticipated 
tax revenue for the year 
stands at 29.4tn/-, marking 
a 10 percent surge from 
the previous fiscal cycle.

Moreover, the govern-
ment aims to raise an addi-
tional 3.8tn/- from diverse 
sources. The escalation in 
tax revenue is anticipated 
through a range of strate-
gies aimed at enhancing 
government earnings.

One strategy to bol-
ster this revenue stream 
involves the more effec-
tive taxation of the digital 
economy, encompassing 
digital content creation 
and digital asset transac-
tions.

During the parliamen-
tary session, it was under-
scored that this move is 
geared towards capturing 
revenue from the flourish-
ing digital domain, which 
has gained consider-
able significance in today’s 
economy.

In the evolving land-
scape of content creation, 
creators have found suc-
cess through sponsored 

content, digital cam-
paigns, and ad revenue on 
platforms like YouTube, 
TikTok, and Facebook.

Notably, they often re-
ceive substantial payments 
from brands they endorse, 
a portion of which is now 
subject to taxation.

“As a freelance writer,” 
shared Sarah John, a lo-
cal content creator, “the 
digital economy has revo-
lutionized my income op-
portunities. However, the 
government’s decision to 
tax digital content crea-
tion raises concerns as it 
could potentially limit the 
prospects for young crea-
tors like myself.”

She further expressed 
saying: “The digital realm 
has granted me a platform 
to showcase my creativity 
and engage with a global 
audience. I worry that 
these new taxes might im-
pede my financial sustain-
ability.” Sarah underlined 
that social media serves 
as her primary revenue 
source, enabling collabo-
rations with brands and 
content monetization.

As a 28-year-old content 
creator, she perceives the 
government’s action as a 
direct threat to her liveli-
hood and that of other 
budding creators.

Hence, the sentiment 
conveyed was clear: “Poli-
cymakers must grasp the 
significance of the digital 
economy in creating op-
portunities, especially em-
ployment, for the youth 
and should foster its ex-
pansion rather than hin-
der it with taxes.”

Undoubtedly, unem-
ployment remains a 
pressing challenge in the 
country, with numerous 
graduates encountering 
difficulties in securing po-
sitions in both public and 
private sectors.

Statistics reveal that a 

considerable portion of 
Tanzanian graduates, face 
challenges in obtaining 
steady employment, with 
just a meager 10 percent 
being absorbed into for-
mal employment oppor-
tunities.

Consequently, there is a 
surge in young individuals 
exploring alternative av-
enues for income genera-
tion, including delving into 
digital content creation.

Jamal Abdul, an online 
entrepreneur, emphasizes 
how the digital economy 
serves as a vital resource 
for numerous young en-
trepreneurs, providing 
them with a platform to 
initiate and scale up busi-
nesses.

“The Thursday decision 
by the government, has 
raised apprehensions re-
garding the sustainability 
of online businesses and 
its potential impact on 
the entrepreneurial land-
scape,” he remarked.

Furthermore, he high-
lighted: “It is imperative 
for the government to fos-
ter an enabling environ-
ment for digital innova-
tion and entrepreneurship 
rather than introducing 
obstacles through exces-
sive taxation.” He stressed 
how the digital economy 
has empowered young in-
dividuals to display their 
talents, creativity, and en-
trepreneurial acumen.

     “Platforms like social 
media, online market-
places, and digital content 
creation have proven par-
ticularly advantageous for 
youths who may lack ac-
cess to traditional job op-
portunities or formal edu-
cation,” he affirmed.

Expressing concern, he 
stated that young creators 
and entrepreneurs are 
now apprehensive about 
how their income sources 
may be affected.

Media reports indicate 
that neighboring Kenya, 
content creators, such as 
skit makers, digital artists, 
and TikTok influencers, 
are now mandated to pay 
a 1.5 percent tax on their 
social media earnings, as 
outlined in the country’s 
latest Finance Act.

Despite facing notable 
resistance, the Kenyan 
government has enforced 
this new regulation. In 
February of this year, 
content creators in Nige-
ria were initially alarmed 
when the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (FIRS) la-
beled them as ‘major tax 
evaders.’ 

However, FIRS was 
quick to clarify that indi-
vidual content creators 
would not be subject to 
taxation, as this falls under 
the jurisdiction of state 
governments. The agency 
emphasized that their 
primary focus is on com-
panies that earn profits 
exceeding $16,638.

In Tanzania, the situa-
tion seems to mirror this 
trend, with high unem-
ployment rates labeled 
as a potential ticking time 
bomb in the nation. As a 
result, many young people 
are turning to alternative 
sources of income, such as 
freelancing, digital content 
creation, and online entre-
preneurship.

Specifically, digital con-
tent creation has become 
a crucial resource for nu-
merous young individuals, 
enabling them to exhibit 
their talents, establish a 
personal brand, and earn 
income through various 
online platforms.

Ranging from graphic 
designers to content 
creators to social media 
influencers, the digital 
economy has empowered 
young people to harness 
their creativity and entre-

preneurial zeal in order to 
make a living.

Therefore, the govern-
ment’s resolution could 
potentially jeopardize 
these prospects for young 
individuals, rendering it 
more difficult for them to 
sustain themselves and 
their families.

“Given the limited tradi-
tional employment oppor-
tunities and the expanding 
youth demographic, it is 
imperative for the govern-
ment to foster and uphold 
the digital economy to ad-
dress unemployment chal-
lenges and stimulate eco-
nomic growth,” remarked 
Anna Joseph, a medical 
professional.

To combat the unem-
ployment crisis, policy-
makers must acknowledge 
the pivotal role of the 
digital economy in offer-
ing young individuals op-
portunities to flourish and 
prosper.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of fostering growth 
in this sector, Dr. Anna 
suggested, “Rather than 
enforcing restricting tax 
measures, the govern-
ment should concentrate 
on fostering a conducive 
environment for digital 
entrepreneurship and in-
novation.”

She strongly believes 
that investments in digi-
tal infrastructure, tech-
nological education, and 
entrepreneurship support 
initiatives can empower 
young people to tap into 
the potential of the digital 
economy and establish 
sustainable livelihoods.

“By empowering the 
youth to utilize their skills 
and talents in the digital 
realm, Tanzania can un-
leash the potential of its 
young demographic and 
propel economic develop-
ment in the digital era,” 
she highlighted.
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over livelihoods of content creators

Kenya to freeze furniture 
purchase, hiring for a year

 By Correspondent Oscar Assenga, Mk-
inga

Tanga regional commissioner, Dr. Ba-
tilda Burian, has raised concerns about 
the reallocation of funds originally in-
tended for the construction of the Ma-
ternity, Children’s, and Men’s Wards, as 
well as a mortuary building at Mkinga 
District Hospital.

According to her, the said funds were 
redirected to other purposes without 
the consent of her office or the Presi-
dent’s Office (TAMISEMI).

Dr. Batilda voiced these concerns dur-
ing a special council meeting on June 13, 
2024, where the Auditor General’s re-
port on Mkinga District Council was dis-
cussed. She wanted to know the person 
who approved the transfer of the funds 
from one project to another.

Furthermore, she inquired about why 
the funds designated for the specific 
project were redirected when they were 
allocated for its completion and were 
adequate to finish the hospital.

On the other hand, the Regional Com-
missioner directed the District Execu-
tive Director of Mkinga to ensure that 
legal actions are taken against individu-
als who retained 21 million without de-
positing it in the bank, since the money 
belong to the government.

Furthermore, she highlighted com-
pleted projects worth 107m/- that have 
yet to be utilized, raising questions 
about why these projects have remained 
inactive despite their completion.

“Additionally, there are projects worth 
84m/- that remain incomplete. An as-
sessment of project implementation 
efficiency reveals that numerous devel-
opment projects, including those in Mk-
inga Council, were not completed with-
in the stipulated time frame,” she said.

She emphasized: “DED, your office 
must ensure that funded projects are 
finalized in compliance with established 
guidelines. I need a detailed report on 
each project, the report should outline 
project’s completion status and any ob-

stacles encountered.”
Moreover, she called upon the respon-

sible officials to address queries raised 
by the Controller and Auditor General 
(CAG) before June 30 this year. For que-
ries that are beyond their control, they 
should provide a response, and for 
those requiring approval for closure, the 
process should commence.

“Ensure that the CAG queries are ad-
dressed and resolved by June 30, 2024. 
For queries beyond your immediate 
control necessitating a response, begin 
the closure process,” instructed RC Am-
bassador Batilda.

As you may recall, on March 28 of this 
year, President Samia received the CAG 
report for the fiscal year 2022/2023. She 
instructed all ministries, institutions, 
and regions to evaluate the report thor-
oughly and address any outstanding 
queries,” she reminded the gathering.

She observed that among the 11 coun-
cils in the Tanga region, 10 received a 
clean audit report, while Kilindi received 
an adverse audit review.

“The financial records of local govern-
ments underwent scrutiny as well. Out 
of the 11 councils in the Tanga region, 
10 received positive audit reports, with 
Kilindi Council receiving an unfavora-
ble audit review. Steps must be taken to 
prevent further adverse audit findings 
within the region.”

She emphasized the significance of 
ensuring that the substantial efforts 
undertaken by President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan are acknowledged and compre-
hended by the citizens, especially with 
local elections approaching. Leaders 
are encouraged to lead by example and 
demonstrate commendable behavior.

Failure to meet the mark in leadership 
could hinder the progress of the Presi-
dent’s initiatives. Serving as intermediar-
ies between citizens and the President, 
they have a pivotal role in conveying 
their concerns and aspirations. public 
concerns. Consequently, leaders must 
carefully analyze the issues at hand and 
strategize accordingly.

RC raises alarm over 
shuffling of hospital 
construction funds

Content creators are essentially freelance workers with long hours and inconsistent earnings. Photo: Courtesy of Getty 
Images

Tanga regional commissioner Dr Batilda Burian. Photo: Correspondent Oscar Assenga
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 By Guardian Reporter

I
N celebration of the International 
Day of Family Remittances (IDFR) on 
16 June, the G20’s Global Partnership 
for Financial Inclusion (GPFI) has to-

day unveiled a new report that provides evi-
dence of the transformative impact of digital 
remittances, as a driver of financial inclusion 
and poverty reduction worldwide.

A statement issued by the UN’s Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) and shared to this journalist indicat-
ed that despite persistent gender gaps, the 
hard-earned money sent back home by mi-
grant workers remains a vital lifeline for over 
800 million people, particularly for women 
and vulnerable populations.

The report dubbed: “Promoting Financial 
Inclusion through Digitalization of Remit-
tances,” which was authored by IFAD with 
contributions from the World Bank and the 
GPFI, showcases significant strides in digital-
izing remittance distribution channels.

“Digitalization reduces transfer costs, 
speeds up transactions, and enhances secu-
rity and tracking of payments. It also broad-
ens access to financial services like savings, 
credit, and insurance, especially when ac-
companied by proper consumer protection 
and financial education policies. These ben-
efits promote financial inclusion and build 
financial resilience for remittance families,” 
says Magda Bianco, co-chair of the G20 Glob-
al Partnership for Financial Inclusion (GPFI) 

and head of the Consumer Protection and 
Anti-Money Laundering Directorate at the 
Bank of Italy.

“The digitalization of remittances is spear-
heading change, especially in rural and un-
derserved areas. It is connecting millions of 
unbanked people to basic financial services 
that make a real difference in improving 
their lives,” said Pedro de Vasconcelos, Man-
ager of IFAD’s Financing Facility for Remit-
tances.

Beyond addressing immediate needs such 
as food security, health assistance, educa-

tion, housing, and sanitation, one-quarter of 
remittance flows are saved, invested, or used 
to start businesses. Around US$75 billion an-
nually goes towards rural development.

The G20 report emphasizes how digital 
remittances provide women with greater 
control and privacy over their funds. “Digital 
remittances allow women to access funds 
directly and securely, empowering them to 
make financial decisions that benefit their 
families and communities. Women are more 
likely to allocate these funds towards house-
hold consumption, thereby contributing to 

poverty alleviation,” said de Vasconcelos.
Since 2017, the gender gap in accessing 

digital remittance and financial services has 
narrowed, with the gap in account owner-
ship falling from 9 to 6 percentage points.

Despite progress, challenges remain in en-
suring that the benefits of digital remittanc-
es reach all societal segments. Vulnerable 
groups, including women, the elderly, and 
rural communities, often face barriers to ac-
cessing digital financial services. The report 
calls for concerted efforts to address these 
disparities and enhance financial literacy 
and trust in digital solutions.

The shift to digital formal channels is 
crucial for achieving the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) by 2030. Projections 
estimate that over US$5 trillion—more than 
three times the annual GDP of all low-income 
countries combined; will be sent home by mi-
grants to low- and middle-income countries, 
directly benefiting rural areas where 80 per-
cent of the world’s poorest reside. However, 
the global goal set for 2030 (SDG10.c) is not 
on track. At the current rate, the cost of send-
ing remittances will only drop to 4.5 percent 
by 2030, compared to the 3 percent target.

This IDFR celebrates the contributions of 
migrants and the collaborative efforts of fi-
nancial service providers, governments, and 
international organizations. Public-private 
partnerships have been crucial in driving 
the digital transformation of remittance ser-
vices.

The GPFI report calls for continued invest-
ment in these partnerships to sustain the 
momentum of financial inclusion efforts. It 
underscores IFAD’s ongoing commitment 
to leveraging digitalization to maximize the 
impact of remittances with the financial sup-
port of the EU.

In the Gambia, where remittances make 
up over a quarter its GDP, financial inclusion 
is low, with only one in three Gambians hav-
ing a bank account or mobile wallet, accord-
ing to World Bank FINDEX report in 2022. 
With support from IFAD, APS, a Gambian-
owned company, has enabled over 125,000 
people to open digital wallets, significantly 
boosting financial access.

By fostering financial inclusion and resil-
ience, new opportunities can be unlocked 
for millions of families worldwide as remit-
tances flows significantly exceed the sum of 
Official Development Assistance and Foreign 
Direct Investment in most low- and middle-
income countries.

IDFR, a universally recognized obser-
vance, was adopted by the Governing Coun-
cil of IFAD on 16 February 2015, and later 
by the United Nations General Assembly in 
2018, and it is marked every year on 16 June.

The day recognizes the contribution of 
over 200 million migrants, half of them 
women, who send remittances home to im-
prove the lives of their 800 million family 
members.

‘Africa is set to unlock its critical mineral potential’

Digital remittances lift millions from poverty

‘Africa is set to unlock its
critical mineral potential’

 Kampala

A local bakery found itself on the 
public scale of scrutiny over the 
weight of its a loaf of bread that one 
hungry client got too angry to stom-
ach and went public about.

The client, going by the name Allan 
Newton on social media platform, X 
(formerly Twitter) has complained 
about Supa Loaf Bakery for selling 
bread that is less than the stated 
weight.

Newton revealed that the 1kg bread 
he purchased actually weighed less 
than a kilogramme.

“They indicate 1kg but it weighs less 
than a half even,” he said.

“We could eat this as family and re-
main with some slices, currently on 
a serious day one can finish it alone. 
What went wrong? he posted.

The Uganda National Bureau of 
Standards (UNBS) responded to New-
ton’s post, saying they had sent a team 
to investigate the issue at Supa Loaf.

“A UNBS team was sent to Supa Loaf 
to ascertain circumstances under 
which underweight bread was packed 
and sold,” UNBS said.

UNBS further stated that Supa Loaf 
management acknowledged to its 
team about the mishap.

Meanwhile, Supa Loaf has acknowl-
edged the mistake and said they have 
isolated the batch of bread in question 
for further investigation and correc-
tive action.

“Concerns have been noted and we 
had already isolated the bread batch 
which was not meeting the required 
standards for further investigations 
and corrective action,” the bakery 
said.

“We shall strive to ensure we con-
tinue distributing quality products to 
the market as per the required stand-
ards.”

Recently, there have been increas-
ing complaints about underweight 
bread on the market.

Last year, UNBS senior metrologist, 
Lawrence Kitimbo, said the bureau 
would embark on a national crack-
down on bakeries that sell products 
that fall below the required measure-
ments.

“They should be very careful and 
start working within the regulations 
that we have on weights because we 
are about to start operations if we find 
anybody displaying for sale or trans-
porting any bread that is underweight 
and does not conform to the quantity 
displayed on the package, we shall 
be taking action which is going to be 
legal,” he said during meeting with 
manufacturers, importers, and trad-
ers of packaged food and non-food 
products.

Agencies

Man unhappy
with ‘scraggy’
loaf of bread

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Critical Minerals Africa 
(CMA) summit will return for 
its second edition in Cape Town 
South Africa, later in November; 
bringing together African and 
global policymakers, project 
leaders and key stakeholders 
along the critical minerals value 
chain to unlock and promote in-
vestment opportunities across 
Africa’s mining space.

A statement issued yester-
day by Energy Capital & Power 
(ECP), and shared to this jour-
nalist, indicated that the African 
continent is home to 30 percent 
of global critical mineral re-
serves, including lithium, cobalt, 
platinum group metals (PGMs) 
and copper that are essential 
for energy transition and fourth 
industrial revolution technolo-
gies.

In order to capitalize on grow-
ing demand for transition met-
als and minerals, Africa’s leading 
mining markets are seeking to 
catalyze investment across the 
critical minerals supply chain, 
with a view to maximizing pro-
duction, diversifying exports 

and advancing manufacturing 
and end use applications of 
critical minerals across the con-
tinent.

Organized alongside the Afri-
can Energy Week, CMA 2024 is 
set to engaging government of-
ficials from across the continent 
and globally, a high-level Minis-
terial Forum will examine the 
policy frameworks, infrastruc-
ture requirements and inter-
national cooperation requisite 
for empowering Africa’s critical 
minerals industry.

CMA will host three forums; 
one dedicated to investment, 
featuring strategic opportuni-
ties for producers and buyers in 
critical mineral and rare earth 
projects, and a leader’s forum 
focusing on key trends and pol-
icy initiatives that will drive the 
success of African mineral pro-
ducers into a new era.

Showcasing South Sudan’s 
frontier mining potential, CMA 
2024 will feature the first-ever 
South Sudan Mining forum, set 
to attract investment in the ex-
ploration and exploitation of the 
country’s prospective gold, zinc, 
manganese, nickel and cobalt 

deposits.
Another regional focus will 

be on Southern Africa, where 
the mining sector is a key GDP 
and employment driver and the 
region holds half of the world’s 
vanadium, platinum and dia-
monds, as well as substantial 
gold and cobalt reserves.

Zambia represents one of the 
leading copper producers glob-
ally and recently introduced the 
Mineral Regulations Commis-
sion Bill to streamline mining 
licensing and fiscal terms, as it 
targets one million tons of cop-
per output by 2026.

Meanwhile, South Africa is 
advancing its PGMs industry 
– of which it holds over 90 per-
cent of global reserves – to meet 
growing demand for energy 
transition technologies, includ-
ing green hydrogen and fuel cell 
applications.

In the logistics sector, African 
producers are looking to bolster 
mining sector infrastructure to 
advance mapping and explora-
tion activities, while ensuring 
the establishment of value-add-
ed industries.

A session on the transnational 

 Entebbe

MEMBERS of the pub-
lic were on Friday morn-
ing caught unawares as the 
Uganda Civil Aviation Au-
thority carried out a partial 
emergency exercise to test 
Entebbe International Air-
port’s readiness to respond 
to eventualities.

The drills simulated a situ-
ation in which an aircraft 
crashes shortly after take-off 
and one of its engines catch-
es fire on the threshold of the 
runway.

It was presumed that ‘some 
people lost their lives and a 
number of survivors were 
critically injured’, which 
sparked off an emergency 
situation involving airport 
fire-fighters and other rescue 
agencies that were called in 
to ‘save lives’.

Several members of the 
public were in awe as ambu-

lances, fire brigade trucks, se-
curity personnel and medics 
thronged the airport in the 
simulated crash response.

The exercise saw Uganda 
Red Cross Society, Police 
medical services, UPDAF, 

Aviation police, Entebbe po-
lice fire brigade and Uganda 
Airlines participate.

Addressing journalists, 
UCCA Director General, Fred 
Bamwesigye hailed the dif-
ferent agencies that partici-

pated in the exercise that he 
said helped test the ability 
of the airport to response to 
such emergencies.

“The exercise helped us 
to test emergency plans and 
procedures, communication 

framework, response times 
and coordination abilities of 
the participants,” Bamwesi-
gye said.

He explained that such an 
exercise is a mandatory re-
quirement for international 
Airports of countries that are 
contracting member states of 
the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO).

UCAA last carried out a 
partial emergency exercise 
in December 2020 while the 
full-scale emergency exer-
cise in November 2022.

The UCAA boss said such 
exercise are a normal routine 
for international airports and 
reports are shared with the 
international aviation body

“It is an extremely impor-
tant exercise for audit and 
compliancy. Participants are 
now discussing what hap-
pened and where they found 
wanting. These reports are 
kept and are part of evidence 

we present to ICAO indus-
try auditors to show we are 
compliant and always ready.  
When auditors come, we 
even show them where there 
were gaps,” Bamwesigye said.

He said there has been a 
surge in passenger traffic and 
aircraft movements at Enteb-
be International Airport.

“In May 2024, Entebbe Air-
port facilitated 92,298 arriv-
als and 89,036 departures, a 
total of 181,334 international 
passengers which is an aver-
age of 5,849. This comes on 
the heels of a daily average of 
5,313 in April 2024, 5,548 in 
March 2024, 6,116 in Febru-
ary 2024 and 6,329 in Janu-
ary 2024. A comparison of 
May 2024, to May 2023 traffic 
shows that the Airport fa-
cilitated 28,324 more passen-
gers in May 2024 than in the 
same period of May 2023,” 
Bamwesigye said.

Agencies

Public caught unawares as Entebbe Airport 
tests for passenger crash response readiness

A farming app simplifies tasks by enabling farmers to communicate with merchants, withdraw 
money, and make payments at cashpoint agents. Photo: Purnima Shrestha/IFAD

Simulated aircraft fire at Entebbe International Airport tests emergency responders. File Photo

Lobito Corridor will explore oppor-
tunities for Angola, Zambia and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in 
facilitating mineral trade from the 
Copperbelt region to international 
markets. Having secured substantial 
financial commitments from global 
partners, the project also serves as 
a successful model for attracting 
foreign investment and galvanizing 
broad international support.

“Building on the success of our 
inaugural event, CMA 2024 takes on 
an expanded agenda, uniting Africa’s 
leading mining companies, project 
developers and industry stakehold-
ers. This year’s summit will be in-
strumental in unlocking investment 

opportunities across Africa’s critical 
minerals space and ensuring the sec-
tor is leveraged for long-term and in-
clusive growth, while supporting the 
global energy transition,” said James 
Chester, ECP Senior Director.

CMA is the largest gathering of crit-
ical mineral stakeholders in Africa. 
The event positions Africa as the pri-
mary investment destination for criti-
cal minerals. This year’s edition takes 
place under the theme Innovate, En-
act, Invest in African Critical Minerals 
to Sustain Global Growth, connecting 
African mining projects and regula-
tors with global investors and stake-
holders to untap the full potential of 
the continent’s raw materials.
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ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE
 
SATURDAY 15 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Haikufuma
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Min Jackpot
21:45     Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 16 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera

MONDAY 17 June
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al Jazeera
9:00       Our Earth

9:30       Soap: Laws of love rpt
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      ITV Top Ten rpt 
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:40 	 Art and Lifestyle 
14:20	 Soap rpt: Haikufuma
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 Music: The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30   	DW: Afrimaxx
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45
22:00     Our Earth
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00   	Music: The Base	
00:00	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 18 June
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00	  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Usafiri Wako rpt
13:30      Shikabamba
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Shikabamba
14:20     Igizo rpt: Haikufuma
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30   	Watoto wetu
17:00	 Music: The Base 
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Kipindi Maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba
21:35     Kipindi maalum: 
21:50     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 19 June 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	

6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Mjue zaidi
11:40      Mapishi 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Kipindi maalum
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Mapishi
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Maji Kilimanjaro 
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05     Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti maalum
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00	 Jiji letu	
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 20 June 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00       Ripoti maalum
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Usafiri wako
19:00	 Kipindi maalum: TMDA

19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

FRIDAY 21 June
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing
11:20      Kipindi maalum: TMDA 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi 
18:30	 Jagina
19:00      Shamba lulu 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 22 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani

18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Haikufuma
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Min Jackpot
21:45     Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera

SUNDAY 23 June
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera
  

 CAPITAL
Sat  15 June
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt In Love With Ramon 

RPT
 17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera

01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 16 June
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 DW
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 17 June
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Jagina
16:00	 Tommorow Today
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Innovation Rpt
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  18 June
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt
14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Shamba Lulu
15:30 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru

19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Jagina rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 19 June
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon 

rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Eco@ Africa
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  20 June
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon rpt
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Jagina rpt
15:30 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  21 June
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon 

rpt

14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 Out & About Rpt
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 22 June
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela In Love With Ramon
rpt
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  23 June
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon  rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera 

Decoding mining terminology: A guide for confident investments

 Kampala

PRESIDENT Yoweri Mu-
seveni has emphasised the 
need for Ugandans to be 
competitive in their prod-
ucts and services to boost 
the nation’s economy.

During the Shs72.136 
trillion National Budget 
presentation for the Finan-
cial Year 2024/25 at Kololo 
Independence Grounds, 
he highlighted that achiev-
ing this competitiveness 
requires affordable elec-
tricity, which is currently 
being addressed.

“Our products and ser-
vices must be cheaper and 
of better quality than those 
from other countries. To 
achieve this, we need af-
fordable electricity, which 
is already in the works,” 
President Museveni stated.

Accompanied by the 
First Lady and Minister 
of Education and Sports, 
Maama Janet Museveni, 
he made these remarks 
under the budget theme: 
“Full Monetisation of 
the Ugandan Economy 
through commercial agri-
culture, industrialisation, 
expanding and broaden-
ing services, digital trade 
transformation and mar-
ket access”.

Museveni also pointed 
out the availability of 
low-cost loans through 
the Parish Development 
Model (PDM), Emyooga, 
and Uganda Development 
Bank (UDB) to help Ugan-
dans create wealth.

“I want to render money 
lenders irrelevant. We will 
continue funding Emy-
ooga and UDB to provide 
affordable loans for wealth 
creation,” he added.

To reduce production 
costs, the President men-
tioned plans to enhance 
rail and water transport 
for cargo.

With repairs to the old 
meter gauge from Malaba 
to Kampala and Tororo to 
Gulu-Pakwach, and future 
plans for the Standard 
Gauge Railway, transpor-
tation costs will decrease, 
benefiting the economy.

Additionally, Museveni 
identified importation as 
a hindrance to economic 
growth, advocating for 
self-reliance in producing 
goods locally.

He expressed optimism 
that Uganda’s economy 
would reach US$500 bil-
lion in a few years by add-
ing value to raw materials.

The President reaf-
firmed his commitment to 
fighting corruption, urging 
leaders to use their posi-
tions to help Ugandans 
instead of engaging in cor-
rupt practices.

The Speaker of Parlia-
ment, Anita Among, high-
lighted the collaborative 
efforts between the Execu-
tive, Legislature, and Judi-
ciary in the budgeting pro-
cess, leading to improved 
transparency.

She urged Accounting 
Officers to ensure the ef-
ficient use of public re-
sources.

Finance Minister Ma-
tia Kasaija, delivering the 
Budget Speech, noted 
Uganda’s economic recov-
ery and projected a 6 per-
cent GDP growth for the 
financial year 2023/24.

He attributed this to 
low inflation, a stable ex-
change rate, and increased 
investments in various 
sectors.

Uganda has been recog-
nized as the best invest-
ment destination in Af-
rica, and significant strides 
have been made in transi-
tioning from a Least Devel-
oped Country to medium 
human development.

Agencies

Museveni roots for 
competitiveness,
cheap electricity 
for Uganda’s growth

 By Dean Belder

I
NVESTING in the mining 
industry comes with risks, 
but understanding key 
terms can help investors 

interpret company press releases 
and make strong decisions about 
their portfolios.

Resource investors have access 
to huge amounts of information 
when evaluating junior mining 
stocks, but understanding ex-
actly what a company has in the 
ground is one of the most crucial 
steps.

Mineral resources and mineral 
reserves are key to the due dili-
gence process. While these terms 
may at first sound interchangea-
ble, they carry distinct meanings 
and implications within the min-
ing industry.

Mineral resources break down 
into the measured, indicated and 
inferred categories, while min-
eral reserves are divided into the 
proven and probable segments. 
Each of these terms provides a 
different level of insight into a 
company’s deposit. So what do 
they all mean? Below are defi-
nitions that can help investors 
make informed decisions.

What are mineral resources?
According to the Canadian In-

stitute of Mining, there are two 
primary ways a company in the 
mining industry can report on 
deposits at a certain location: 
mineral resources and mineral 

reserves.
Mineral resources are typically 

linked to the exploration phase 
of a project, with the inferred, 
indicated and measured catego-
ries providing different levels of 
confidence in what exists in the 
ground.

What are inferred resources?
An inferred resource is part of 

an exploration company’s earliest 
activities. Usually when inferred 
resources are released there has 
been limited exploration. A site 
may have undergone some sur-
face sampling or a couple of drill 
holes.

At this stage, a company has 
some level of confidence that 
there may be mineralization on 
site, but needs to raise funds to 
further explore and help define 
the size and shape of the deposit.

Because inferred resource 
values are derived from limited 
sampling, they must be reported 
separately from measured and 
indicated data. When it comes to 
rules outlined in National Instru-
ment 43-101 reporting standards, 
inferred resources can be includ-
ed in preliminary economic as-
sessments, but not in prefeasibil-
ity or feasibility studies.

For investors, inferred resourc-
es can provide some information 
about early stage exploration ef-
forts, but are the lowest measure 
of confidence. While grade and 
size at this step in the process 

could seem stellar, inferred re-
sources represent a higher-risk in-
vestment due to the limited work 
put in at the site.

What are indicated resourc-
es?

Once a company has conduct-
ed more extensive exploration 
through drill programs and has 
gained more confidence in the 
characteristics of a particular de-
posit, it can begin to report an in-
dicated resource.

By this point, the company has 
a better idea of the shape of de-
posit, how deep it is situated and 
its strike length. Through drilling, 
it will also have a better idea of the 
grade and the types of minerals 
that are hosted at the project.

As there is greater confidence 

in reporting indicated resources, 
they can be included in more de-
tailed prefeasibility and feasibility 
studies and can begin to shape the 
viability of turning a particular re-
source into a producing mine.

Indicated resources are de-
signed to give investors a better 
idea of the longer-term potential 
of a site and allow them to begin 
to understand the scale of a po-
tential mine. Through various 
studies, the company may even 
have some indication of how prof-
itable a site may be once fully de-
veloped.

What are measured resourc-
es?

A measured resource is made 
up of the most detailed and reli-
able sets of data a company has, 

and is typically used to fill 
out late-stage technical re-
ports and feasibility stud-
ies. A mining company will 
use measured resource 
data to determine if there 
is sufficient material to 
make mining a particular 
deposit a viable enter-
prise.

Investors can look at 
measured resource values 
as a good indicator of what 
exists in the ground and 
can use this documenta-
tion to determine wheth-
er a company may be a 
worthwhile investment.

As development pro-
ceeds, measured resource 
values can be converted 
into proven and probable 
mineral reserves.

What are mineral re-
serves?

While the terminology 
is similar, there are differ-
ences between mineral 
resources and mineral re-
serves.

Where a mineral re-
source accounts for all 
mineralization in an area, 
a mineral reserve only 
includes the portions of 
a resource that are eco-
nomically viable. This is 
typically defined by the 
quantity of ore that will be 
delivered for processing or 

for sale. This means a min-
eral reserve estimate may 
exclude project areas that 
are too far from the main 
deposit and too costly to 
pursue, or may exclude 
portions of the resource 
that are too low in quality 
to be profitable.

For investors, mineral 
reserves are typically 
reported in the develop-
ment stage of a project as 
a company is putting to-
gether its feasibility study 
and determining the long-
term prospects of turning 
an exploration project into 
a mine.

What are probable re-
serves?

A probable mineral re-
serve bears some relation 
to an indicated resource 
in that it requires the same 
level of confidence; how-
ever, it attaches modifying 
factors that affect the vi-
ability of the resource.

These factors can in-
clude the percentage of 
minerals that can expect 
to be extracted from the 
ore due to metallurgic 
analysis, processing tech-
niques and technology 
or environmental or eco-
nomic factors.

Probable reserves re-
quire some level of real-

istic economic and engi-
neering study when they 
are being reported in a 
prefeasibility or feasibility 
study. They begin to dem-
onstrate the value of ma-
terials contained within 
a potential mine site and 
show how long the asset’s 
life may be and how much 
time it will take to recover 
initial capital costs.

What are proven re-
serves?

Like a probable reserve, 
a proven reserve repre-
sents a modified reporting 
of a measured resource, 
but attaches economic, 
geologic, environmental 
and other factors to the 
estimate. Proven reserves 
represent the highest level 
of confidence when dis-
cussing a deposit or por-
tion of a deposit where 
mining operations are be-
ing planned.

Investors should view 
proven reserves as a com-
pany’s final estimate of the 
quantity of minerals con-
tained within a deposit. 
They are often reported 
based on current com-
modity prices.

Dean Belder is an in-
vestment & market spe-
cialist, he can be reached 
via social media.

Large truck at a mining site with worker looking up at it. File Photo
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WORLD
South Africa’s presid ential 

inauguration date set for June 19

PM Modi holds bilateral meeting with UK PM Rishi Sunak on sidelines of G7

By He Yin (People’s Daily) 
10:42, June 14, 2024

The 78th session of the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA) 
unanimously adopted a reso-
lution proposed by China to 
establish the International Day 
for Dialogue among Civiliza-
tions. According to the resolu-
tion, June 10 was designated as 
the International Day for Dia-
logue among Civilizations.

The resolution advocates 
respecting the diversity of 
civilizations and calls for equal 
dialogue and mutual respect 
among different civilizations. It 
fully reflects the core essence 
of the Global Civilizations Ini-
tiative (GCI) proposed by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

The unanimous support 
from the international com-
munity for setting up the In-
ternational Day for Dialogue 
among Civilizations demon-
strates that the GCI conforms 
to the trend and meets the de-
mand of the times.

In March 2023, Xi proposed 
the GCI, stressing the impor-
tance to advocate the respect 
for the diversity of civiliza-
tions, the common values of 
humanity, the importance of 
inheritance and innovation of 
civilizations, and robust inter-
national people-to-people ex-
changes and cooperation.

In today’s world where the 
futures of all countries are 
closely connected, the GCI 
offers answers to important 

questions such as how differ-
ent civilizations should get 
along and where the human 
civilization is headed. It con-
tributes Chinese wisdom and 
solutions to promoting mutual 
learning among civilizations 
and advancing the progress of 
human civilization.

China’s proposal to estab-
lish the International Day for 
Dialogue among Civilizations 
at the UNGA helps implement 
the GCI and has injected posi-
tive energy into addressing 
common challenges faced by 
humanity.

China is committed to pro-
moting mutual understand-
ing, respect, and trust among 
nations, and seeks to build 
consensus on peaceful devel-

opment through cultural ex-
changes and mutual learning.

In this year alone, the GCI 
has been incorporated into 
bilateral documents between 
China and over a dozen coun-
tries including Pakistan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bah-
rain, Tunisia, Egypt, Equa-
torial Guinea, Serbia, and 
Hungary, gaining increasingly 
widespread recognition and 
support.

In today’s world that has en-
tered a new period of turbu-
lence, multiple challenges and 
crises are intertwined. The 
international community has 
come to a deeper understand-
ing that exchanges and mu-
tual learning among different 
civilizations contribute to en-

hancing understanding, trust, 
and cooperation, providing 
important impetus for human 
development and progress.

The resolution of the UNGA 
states that all civilizational 
achievements are “the collec-
tive heritage of humankind.”. 
It emphasizes “the crucial 
role of dialogue” among civi-
lizations in maintaining world 
peace, promoting common 
development, enhancing hu-
man well-being, and achiev-
ing collective progress. This 
resolution reflects the uni-
versal aspiration of countries 
around the world to uphold 
equality and inclusiveness, 
and to maintain the diversity 
of world civilizations.

The resolution invites all 

member states and UN agen-
cies to commemorate the In-
ternational Day.

China will closely collabo-
rate with all parties to or-
ganize diverse and vibrant 
activities for dialogue among 
civilizations. It will advocate 
for respecting the diversity 
of civilizations, promote the 
common values of humanity, 
value the inheritance and in-
novation of civilizations, and 
actively promote people-to-
people exchanges and coop-
eration, so as to achieve com-
mon prosperity and progress 
of human civilization.

The unanimous support 
from the international com-
munity for setting up the In-
ternational Day for Dialogue 

among Civilizations demon-
strates that Chinese ideas and 
solutions are increasingly gain-
ing international consensus.

No matter how the inter-
national landscape changes, 
China will stand firmly on the 
right side of history and on 
the side of human progress, 
and will advocate vigorously 
peace, development, coopera-
tion and mutual benefit. It will 
uphold the shared values of 
humanity, promote the imple-
mentation of the Global Devel-
opment Initiative (GDI), Global 
Security Initiative (GSI) and the 
GCI, and build an open, inclu-
sive, clean and beautiful world 
of lasting peace, universal se-
curity and shared prosperity.

	           People’s Daily

Global Civilization Initiative conforms to trend, meets demand of times

CAPE TOWN

The South African parliament on 
Thursday announced that the inaugu-
ration of the country’s president-elect 
will be held in Pretoria Wednesday next 
week.

According to a statement issued by 
the parliament, the newly elected Na-
tional Assembly, the lower house of 
the legislature, will hold its first sitting 
Friday at the Cape Town International 
Convention Center to elect the South 
African president for the next five years. 
This follows the country’s 2024 general 
elections on May 29 where members of 
the National Assembly and provincial 
legislatures were elected.

“The first sitting of the National As-
sembly will commence with the swear-
ing-in of all designated members in at-
tendance by the chief justice. Following 
the swearing-in ceremony, the chief jus-
tice will also preside over the election of 
the speaker of the National Assembly,” 
said Xolile George, secretary to the Par-
liament, in the statement. 

Once elected, the newly appointed 
speaker will take over the proceedings 
and preside over the election of the 
deputy speaker, according to him.

“With the speaker and deputy speak-
er elected, the National Assembly will 
then be constitutionally competent to 
proceed with its first major task - the 
election of the man or woman from 
amongst the members of the Assembly, 
to be inaugurated as the President of the 
Republic,” said George. 

“This is a crucial process, as it sets the 
stage for the formation of the new ad-
ministration that will govern the coun-
try. Once elected, the person ceases to 
be a member of parliament.”

The constitution stipulates that once 
elected as president by the National 
Assembly, the president-elect must as-
sume office within five days by taking 
an oath or affirming their faithfulness 
to the republic and their obedience to 
the constitution, according to the parlia-
ment’s secretary.

“After the conclusion of the first sit-
tings, members will proceed to attend 
the inauguration of the president-elect, 
which is scheduled for June 19, 2024 in 
Pretoria,” he added. 

‘Government of national unity’
Meanwhile, the ruling African Na-

tional Congress (ANC) looks forward to 
the establishment of a government of 

NEW YORK

 President of Xinhua News Agency Fu Hua on Wednes-
day met here with Paul Bascobert, president of Reuters, 
on promoting cooperation and topics of mutual interest.

Building upon bilateral cooperation in nearly 70 years, 
the two sides have seen frequent high-level exchanges and 
new developments in cooperation in recent years, said Fu, 
who heads a delegation in the United States.

Fu expressed his hope that the two organizations rein-
force mutually beneficial cooperation on the utilization of 
emerging technologies, international news services, and 
others.

Bascobert said the two sides jointly built the World Me-
dia Summit, which became a very important conference 
for the media industry, and he looks forward to sharing 
the latest developments of artificial intelligence in the in-
dustry at the next World Media Summit.

Bascobert noted the importance of working together 
and helping to guide different cultures toward mutual un-
derstanding.

The two sides also exchanged ideas on artificial intelli-
gence, video services, and opportunities in tourism pro-
motion. 					    Xinhua

Xinhua, Reuters presidents 
hold talks on cooperation

Russia did not start war in Ukraine, 
Kiev continues fighting, says Putin

MOSCOW

Russia did not start the war as part of a special mili-
tary operation, it is the Kiev regime that started and con-
tinues the hostilities, President Vladimir Putin said at a 
meeting with the Foreign Ministry’s senior staff.

“In the West, the thesis that Russia started the war with-
in the framework of a special military operation, that it 
is the aggressor, is constantly being repeated. Therefore, 
it is possible to attack its territory with Western weap-
ons. Allegedly, Ukraine defends itself and can do so,” the 
president said. 

“I would like to emphasize once again that Russia did 
not start the war. It is the Kiev regime, after the citizens 
of a part of Ukraine declared their independence in ac-
cordance with international law, that started hostilities 
and continues them. This is aggression,” he pointed out.

According to him, all those who helped the Kiev re-
gime’s war machine in recent years are accomplices of 
the aggressors. “Then, in 2014, the residents of Donbass 
did not put up with it. Militia units rose, fought back the 
aggressors, and then pushed them back from Donetsk 
and Lugansk,” he recalled. “We hoped that this would 
sober up those who unleashed this massacre,” Putin em-
phasized. 				    Agencies

national unity, said the party’s Secre-
tary-General Fikile Mbalula on Thurs-
day. “The ANC looks forward to the 
commencement of the seventh dem-
ocratic parliament and the establish-
ment of the government of national 
unity,” Mbalula told a press briefing 
after a meeting of the ANC’s National 
Executive Committee on Wednesday 
evening in Cape Town, the legislative 
capital of South Africa.

In the general elections held last 
month, the ANC secured 159 out of 
the 400 seats in the National Assem-
bly, for the first time falling below the 
50 percent needed to maintain its 
30-year-old unchallenged majority in 
the lower house of parliament. 

Mbalula said his party’s negotiation 
team has over the past week held mul-
tiple engagements and discussions 
with political parties which will re-
ceive seats in the parliament, includ-
ing the main opposition party Demo-
cratic Alliance, the Inkatha Freedom 
Party and several other small groups.

“We have reached a breakthrough 

on the common agreement that we 
need to work together, whether oth-
ers call this government of national 
unity or they call it any other thing 
for that matter,” he noted. “But we 
have agreed with these political par-
ties that we need to gravitate to the 
center.”

The ANC secretary-general also 
stressed that his party is “not going 
to retreat on the concept of the gov-
ernment of national unity, because 
we believe that the government of 
national unity, to us, represents the 
outcome of the elections”.

“We did not get outright majority,” 
Mbalula said. “We are in no position 
to govern this country alone.”

“The ANC is humbled by the fact 
that the spirit of the engagement with 
all South Africa’s political parties has 
been characterized by the common 
commitment to put the interests of 
the people first, and to ensure that 
our country comes together to ad-
dress the common challenges it fac-
es,” he added. 		  Xinhua

President of Xinhua News Agency Fu Hua meets with Paul 
Bascobert, president of Reuters, in New York, the United States, 
on Wednesday. Xinhua

Security agreement with the US is ‘bridge’ to Ukraine’s NATO membership - Zelenskyy

Apulia

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a bilateral meet-
ing with PM Rishi Sunak of the United Kingdom on the 
sidelines of the G7 Summit here yesterday.

The two world leaders were seen sharing a hug as 
they met.

PM Modi also held a bilateral meeting with President 
Emmanuel Macron of France.

Apart from exchanging views on key global and re-
gional issues, PM Modi and President Macron held dis-
cussions on a series of issues including strengthening 
partnership between the two nations.

PM Modi is in Italy’s Apulia to participate in the Group 
of Seven (G7) Summit. After landing here, PM Modi said 
he was looking forward to engaging in productive dis-
cussions with world leaders.

He also said that they aim to address global challeng-
es and foster international cooperation for a brighter 
future.

PM Modi and UK PM Sunak last met on September 9, 
2023 on the sidelines of the G20 Summit in New Delhi. 
That was Prime Minister Sunak’s first visit to India since 
becoming Prime Minister in October 2022.

Notably, India is participating in the summit as an 
Outreach country.

The summit is taking place at the 
luxurious Borgo Egnazia resort in 
Italy’s Apulia region from June 13-
15. PM Modi is attending the sum-
mit at the invitation of Italian PM 

Giorgia Meloni.
As PM Modi touched down at 

Brindisi Airport in Apulia on late 
Thursday night (local time), he was 
received by India’s Ambassador 

to Italy, Vani Rao, and other of-
ficials.

This marks PM Modi’s first trip 
abroad after assuming office for 
the third consecutive term.

MEA spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal detailed the Prime Min-
ister’s engagements with the 
world leaders on June 14.

Earlier, Prime Minister Modi, 
in his departure statement, said 
that he is glad that his first state 
visit in the third consecutive 
term is to Italy for the G7 Sum-
mit. He recalled his previous 
visit to Italy and Prime Minister 
Meloni’s visits to India which 
have contributed significantly to 
enhancing bilateral ties.

It will be India’s 11th partici-
pation and PM Modi’s fifth con-
secutive participation at the G7 
Summit.

PM Modi is also expected to 
hold a bilateral meeting with his 
Italian counterpart Meloni. ANI

Bari

 After signing the bilat-
eral security pact with the US, 
Ukraine’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy has said that 
the “agreement is a bridge” to 
Kyiv’s attempt to join NATO, 
CNN reported.

Zelenskyy made the re-
marks at a joint news confer-
ence with US President Joe 
Biden, which was held on the 
sidelines of the G7 Summit in 
Italy on Thursday.

“It states that America sup-
ports Ukraine’s future mem-
bership in NATO and recogniz-
es that our security agreement 
is a bridge to Ukraine’s mem-
bership in NATO,” Zelenskyy 
said at the news conference, 
according to CNN.

The Group of Seven (G7) 
Summit is being held in Apu-
lia, Italy from June 13-15.

“It is very important for all 
Ukrainians and for all Europe-
ans to know that there will be 
no security deficit in Europe, 

which tempts the aggressor 
to war and makes the future 
uncertain,” Zelenskyy added.

Zelenskyy described the 
signing of a bilateral security 
pact between his country 
and the US as a “truly historic 
day.”

He stated that the agree-
ment helps everyone as Rus-
sia is a “real global threat.”

“This is an agreement on 
security and thus on the pro-
tection of human life. This is 
an agreement on cooperation 

and thus on how our nations 
will become stronger. This 
is an agreement on steps to 
guarantee sustainable peace 
and therefore it benefits ev-
eryone in the world,” the 
Ukrainian President added.

The agreement follows 
months of negotiations be-
tween the US and Ukraine 
and is expected to commit 
the US for 10 years to con-
tinued training of Ukraine’s 
armed forces, more coop-
eration in the production of 

weapons and military equip-
ment, the continued provi-
sion of military assistance and 
greater intelligence sharing, 
CNN said.

Meanwhile, President Joe 
Biden stated on Thursday that 
the US remains strong in its 
support for Ukraine.

Russia’s conflict has been a 
“test for the world,” Biden said 
after signing a long-term secu-
rity agreement with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, according to CNN. ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets with United Kingdom PM Rishi Sunak on the 
sidelines of the 50th G7 Summit, in Apulia yesterday. ANI

South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of the ANC during an 
ANC’s National Executive Committee on June 13, 2024, at a Cape Town hotel. AP
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world news

CAIRO

Violence raged in Gaza on 
Wednesday as U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken wrapped up 
a disappointing Middle East tour 
to broker a truce between Israel 
and Hamas with little outcome.

Blinken’s visit followed U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s new cease-
fire proposal presented on May 31. 
However, more hurdles emerged 
for the proposal after the U.S. top 
diplomat failed to bridge the dif-
ferences between the warring 
sides during his eighth trip to the 
region since the outbreak of the 
conflict.

PRESSURE ON HAMAS FAILS
Before leaving Egypt on Mon-

day, Blinken asserted that Israel 
had accepted the ceasefire pro-
posal, supported by regional 
countries, even though Israel 
has not publicly confirmed this. 
Blinken emphasized that the im-
mediate priority was to pressure 
Hamas to accept the proposal, 
calling Hamas “the only obsta-
cle” to a ceasefire. 

On Tuesday, Hamas respond-
ed through mediators in Qatar 
and Egypt, proposing modifica-
tions. This angered Israel, which 
claimed Hamas’s response was 
a rejection. In Doha on Wednes-
day, Blinken acknowledged some 
of Hamas’s amendments as feasi-
ble but labeled others “unwork-
able.” 

Hamas later denied suggest-
ing new ideas, stating, “all we did 
was to reaffirm our commitment 
to what was presented on May 5 
by the mediators, and we did not 
discuss any new ideas or propos-
als.” 

“Blinken’s visit evaded real is-
sues and aimed to pressure Pal-

Peace lost in Blinken’s another failed Mideast trip

United States actively supports unrest in Georgia — Russian diplomat

At GE Healthcare’s Beijing Imaging Equipment Man-
ufacturing Base in Beijing Economic-Technological 
Development Area, five batches of raw materials for 
producing a new type of diagnostic equipment have 
just arrived and been put into use.

“These raw materials are essential components for 
our new equipment,” said an employee from Beijing 
GE Hualun Medical Equipment Co., Ltd., a subsidiary 
of General Electric Company (GE).

“They hit the production line immediately after be-
ing cleared from customs, which increased the effi-
ciency of our supply chain,” the employee added.

According to him, the company has been able to 
implement its global strategy at a faster pace thanks 
to the increasingly favorable business environment in 
China.

He noted that over the past 6 years, the company 
has outperformed its total production from the last 20 
years, with two-thirds of the CT scanners sold globally 
coming from the company’s Beijing facility. 

In Suzhou New District, east China’s Jiangsu prov-
ince, a new factory of Suzhou Hybiome Biomedical En-
gineering Co. Ltd. (Hybiome), invested and controlled 
by French multinational vitro diagnostic company bio-
Mérieux, has just been completed.

To build Hybiome into a prominent player in vitro 
diagnostics, the factory is planned to produce 1,000 
fully automated chemiluminescence immunoassay 
systems per year, with an annual output value of 1 bil-
lion yuan ($137.86 million).

Over the past more than 40 years of reform and 
opening up, China has emerged as the world’s second-
largest economy, remained the world’s top manufac-
turing hub for 14 consecutive years and the top trading 
nation for 7 straight years. The country undoubtedly 
plays an indispensable role in global industrial and 
supply chains.

This year, foreign companies continue to enjoy 
broader prospects in China. According to China’s Min-
istry of Commerce, the number of newly established 
foreign-invested firms in China hit 12,000 in the first 
quarter (Q1) of 2024, up 20.7 percent year on year. In 
the same period, the actual foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in China stood at 301.67 billion yuan.

In terms of the structure of FDI, the country’s high-

China provides new opportunities for world with new development

tech manufacturing sector attracted 12.5 
percent of the FDI inflow in the first quar-
ter, up 2.2 percentage points compared to 
that in the same period last year.

Behind the decisions of multination-
als to intensify their presence in China is 
their confidence in the country’s ability to 
sustain sound economic growth. 

For instance, Standard Chartered Secu-
rities (China) Limited, a wholly foreign-
owned securities company affiliated with 
Standard Chartered, has commenced 
securities business in Beijing. The largest 
Apple store in Asia has officially opened 
in Shanghai. The China-Saudi Arabia eth-
ylene project has entered the full con-
struction stage in Zhangzhou, east China’s 
Fujian province, with a total investment of 
44.8 billion yuan.

China boasts a complete industrial sys-

tem, a super-large market, and a stable 
social environment. The Chinese econ-
omy has strong resilience, tremendous 
potential and great vitality, and the funda-
mentals sustaining its long-term growth 
remain unchanged. It has become the 
favored investment destination for many 
foreign businesses.

The 2024 Kearney Foreign Direct Invest-
ment Confidence Index report released in 
April by Kearney, a global management 
consulting firm, upgraded China’s ranking 
from seventh to third.

Besides, for the second time in the 26-
year history of the FDI Confidence Index, 
Kearney includes an exclusive emerging 
market ranking to give business leaders 
insights into which emerging markets are 
most appealing to investors now and over 
the next three years. China ranks first on 

the 25-market list.
As China advances a broader agenda 

of opening up across more areas and in 
greater depth, and works to expand insti-
tutional opening up with regard to mar-
ket access and the service sector, a more 
transparent and predictable business 
environment is being created for foreign 
companies to develop in the country.

According to a survey of more than 600 
foreign-funded companies conducted by 
the China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade in the first quarter 
this year, over 70 percent of them are op-
timistic about the development prospects 
of the Chinese market over the next five 
years, and more than 50 percent believe 
the Chinese market has become more at-
tractive.

Foreign businesses always say that in-

MOSCOW

The United States actively supports the 
unrest in Georgia, but does not condemn the 
Armenian authorities for suppressing the 
ongoing rallies in the country, Russian For-
eign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va said yesterday.

The diplomat compared two statements 
made by the US Embassies in Armenia and 
Georgia about the continuing protests in 
those countries.

“So much for democracy: in one case 
Washington via its Embassy, states that the 
rallies must be conducted responsibly and 
does not condemn the [local] authorities for 
their suppression, and in the other most con- trary case, actively supports the riots organ-

ized by Western foreign agents,” Zakharova 
stated on her Telegram channel.

“It is an obvious illustration of the ‘world 
order, based on rules,’ where it is namely the 
United States changes all ‘rules’ to suit itself 
with a snap of a finger, based on the conjunc-
ture of the moment,” she added.

Georgia’s relations with the United States 
as well as the European Union have soured 
following its Parliament’s adoption of the law 
on foreign agents. 

The US State Department stated earlier 
that it would impose visa sanctions on doz-
ens of Georgian citizens, including members 
of the government, Parliament and their rel-
atives, as well as law enforcers in connection 
with the law on foreign agents. Agencies

KIGALI

 About 1,000 military and police per-
sonnel from four partner states of the East 
African Community (EAC) regional bloc 
on Thursday began a two-week joint mili-
tary training exercise in eastern Rwanda.

The 13th edition of the EAC Armed 
Forces Field Training Exercise, code 
named Ushirikiano Imara, was launched 
at Rwanda Military Academy in Gako 
in Bugesera district under the theme, 
“Strengthening the security sector inte-
gration and harnessing common interests 
consistent with EAC regional peace and 
stability.” 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
Rwandan Minister of Defense Juvenal 
Marizamunda called for collaborative ef-
forts within the region in view of contem-
porary security challenges.

 “The importance of security in regional 
integration cannot be overstated. Indeed, 
no country can confront contemporary 

security challenges single-handedly. It is 
therefore essential for countries to come 
together as a region to address these secu-
rity challenges collectively,” he said. 

He noted that the exercise presents an 
opportunity to bolster partnerships and 
interoperability, enabling the region to ef-
fectively respond to any potential threats. 
The participants are from Kenya, Tanza-
nia, Uganda and Rwanda. 

The training to run through June 26 will 
also be conducted in Rubavu district in 
western Rwanda for the maritime exer-
cise.

Col. Deng Mayom Manyam, the defense 
liaison officer of the South Sudanese 
People’s Defense Force at the EAC, who 
represented the bloc’s secretary general 
at the ceremony, said that the areas of co-
operation are entrenched in the protocol, 
focusing on four pillars including military 
training, joint operations, technical coop-
eration, visits and exchange of informa-
tion. 			   Xinhua

East African armed forces start joint 
military training exercise in Rwanda

NEW YORK

President of Xinhua News Agency 
Fu Hua on Wednesday held talks here 
with Daisy Veerasingham, president and 
CEO of the Associated Press (AP).

The AP is an important partner of Xin-
hua, and the two sides have maintained 
an amicable relationship for a long time, 
said Fu, who leads a delegation in the 
United States.

Fu expressed the hope that the two 
sides further extend cooperation in 
news and information services, strength-
en exchanges on the application of new 
technologies in the media industry, and 
deepen cooperation under multilateral 
mechanisms.

The AP and Xinhua have a relationship 
going back over 50 years, and it has stood 
the test of time, said Veerasingham.

“We have seen many changes in the 
world, but I think the relationship that 
the two organizations have forged to-
gether for so long is a really important 
indicator for how we can strengthen our 
relationship in the years ahead,” said 
Veerasingham.

The two sides exchanged signed copy 
of their cooperation agreement on the 
distribution of photos, videos and press 
releases, and also discussed challenges 
and opportunities like the utilization of 
artificial intelligence and the coverage of 
Olympic Games.

			   Xinhua

Xinhua, AP presidents discuss media cooperation

vesting in China is investing in the 
future, which has got a new mean-
ing. New quality productive forces, 
marked by innovation and taking a 
substantial increase in total factor 
productivity as its core hallmark, are 
becoming increasingly attractive in 
global industrial development.

On April 26, German carmaker 
BMW announced an additional in-
vestment of 20 billion yuan in its pro-
duction base in Shenyang, capital of 
northeast China’s Liaoning province. 
The investment will be used for up-
grading as well as technological inno-
vation of the Dadong plant of BMW 
Group’s joint venture in China, BMW 
Brilliance Automotive Ltd. (BBA). 
The plant will lay the foundation for 
the localized production of a new 
generation of BMW models expected 
to roll off the production line in 2026.

Oliver Zipse, chairman of the 
Board of Management of BMW AG, 
said that the new generation of BMW 
models heralds a new era of personal 
intelligent mobility driven by innova-
tion and technology.

“By 2026, the first new-generation 
BMW vehicle made in China will roll 
off the production line in Shenyang. 
The investment underlines the im-
portance of China in BMW’s transi-
tion towards an intelligent and con-
nected automotive future as well as 
our confidence in China’s long-term 
economic prospects,” Zipse said.

China will never drag its feet on re-
form and opening up. As the second 
largest economy in the world, China 
will undoubtedly provide new mo-
mentum and opportunities for the 
world with its continuous develop-
ment and greater openness.

		  People’s Daily

President of Xinhua News Agency Fu Hua and Daisy Veerasingham, president and CEO of the 
Associated Press (AP), exchange signed copy of cooperation agreement in New York, the 
United States on Wednesday. Fu Hua  held talks here with Daisy Veerasingham. Xinhua

estinians. It is merely a reaffir-
mation of U.S. support for Israel, 
continuing its role as a disrup-
tor,” Palestinian political analyst 
Hussam Al-Dajani told Xinhua.

LACK OF JUSTICE
Analysts argue that Washing-

ton’s lack of neutrality under-
mines its role as an effective me-
diator in the conflict. 

As the U.S. ceasefire proposal 
faces fallout, Blinken is quick to 
blame Hamas. In Qatar, the final 
stop of his visit, the U.S. top dip-
lomat continued his criticism of 
Hamas during a joint press con-
ference with Qatar’s Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani. 

“I think it will be clear to eve-
ryone around the world, that it’s 
on them and that they will have 
made a choice to continue a war 
that they started,” said Blinken. 

Al-Thani diverged from 
Blinken’s stance, suggesting that 
pressures should be applied to 
both sides. He cited Israeli ac-
tions over the past month, in-
cluding the Rafah offensive and 
inconsistent statements from 
Israeli officials, as hindrances to 
ceasefire efforts.

Mokhtar Ghobashy, secretary 
general of the Al-Farabi Center 
for Political Studies in Egypt, 
contends that forcing Hamas 
into an agreement with Israel, 
whose government seeks to 
eliminate the Palestinian faction 
under U.S. protection, is unfair. 

“The problem with the U.S. ini-
tiative is that it does not clearly 
commit to a ceasefire, a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, or 
a precise timeline for Gaza’s re-
construction,” Ghobashy said. 

Analysts also highlight that 
Biden, Blinken, and other U.S. of-

ficials praised Israel’s rescue of 
four hostages on June 8, which 
resulted in the deaths of over 
200 Palestinian civilians, which 
complicated ceasefire efforts as 
it emboldened Israel and solidi-
fied the biased stance Washing-
ton is taking.

 “What exacerbates the situ-
ation is the U.S. bias towards 
Israel, disregarding Palestin-
ian casualties to support its ally. 
The Palestinians cannot rely on 
the United States to act as an 
impartial mediator in these ne-
gotiations,” Palestinian analyst 
Al-Dajani said.

CONFLICT RAGES ON
As Blinken visited the region, 

the conflict continued to esca-
late. On Tuesday, an Israeli strike 
killed a top Hezbollah command-
er, described by a Lebanese mili-
tary source as the armed group’s 
“most important” fighter killed 
since the Gaza conflicts began.

 In retaliation, Hezbollah 
launched hundreds of rockets 
and missiles into northern Israel 
on Wednesday, causing fires but 
no casualties, according to the 
Israeli military. Hezbollah also 
claimed responsibility for over 
10 other attacks on the Israeli 
military, including one involving 

drones. 
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

that broke out on Oct. 7, 2023, 
has killed over 37,000 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry. 

The conflict has led to severe 
shortages of food, medicine, and 
other supplies in Gaza, with UN 
agencies warning that over 1 mil-
lion people could face starvation 
by mid-July.

On Monday, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted 
Resolution 2735, calling for an 
“immediate, comprehensive, 
and thorough” ceasefire in Gaza 
to end the eight-month conflict. 

However, the implementation 
of this resolution remains uncer-
tain. Palestinian political analyst 
Talal Okal noted that Israel did 
not immediately support Biden’s 
ceasefire proposal nor respond 
to the Security Council resolu-
tion, suggesting that even the 
U.S.-submitted resolution might 
not be enforced. 

Eyal Zisser, vice-rector of Tel 
Aviv University and professor of 
Middle Eastern and African His-
tory, stated that Israel’s goal is to 
dismantle Hamas’s military and 
governance capabilities, so the 
conflict is unlikely to end until 
this goal is achieved.  Xinhua

Photo shows a workshop of the BMW production base in Shenyang, capital of northeast China’s Liaoning province. (Photo from the WeChat public 
account of the publicity department of Shenyang)
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Mo return to Simba’s board of directors: 
A blueprint for revival amidst challenges

Veteran visual artists urged to embrace ‘Artivism’ Fellowship  
 By Guardian Correspondent

EXPERIENCED vi-
sual artists in Tanzania 
should fully use semi-
nars, workshops, and 
other opportunities for 
learning so they can 
successfully champion 
activism via their profes-
sion.

Veteran cartoonist, 
Samwel Mwamkinga, ad-
vised during the unveil-
ing of selected trainees 
for Nafasi Academy’s 
new program, dubbed 
‘Artivism’, at Nafasi Art 
Space in Dar es Salaam 
recently.

“One of the big prob-
lems facing (veteran) 
artists is they, in most 
cases, feel they no lon-
ger want to learn new 
approaches after they 
have achieved success 
to a certain extent. An 
artist is however always 
required to learn, adapt 
to changes, and oper-
ate as per modern days’ 
demands,” Mwamkinga, 
popularly known by his 
artistic name ‘Sammy 
Joune’, revealed.

He pointed out: 
“There are, for instance, 
many changes in how vi-
sual artists operate. We 
have already discarded 
traditional styles and 
embraced modern ap-
proaches. We no longer 
rely much on creating 
artworks via papers and 
canvases. Nowadays we 
have computers con-
taining all necessary 
working tools, we there-
fore have to change.”

“We can still keep our 
traditional ways but we 

can transform them into 
digital ways. Changes, 
at some point, are in-
evitable, the world is 
now moving so fast, one 
might, for instance, be 
asked to prepare two 
artworks for a newspa-
per within 30 minutes, 
if he/she clings to tra-
ditional styles, he/she 
would not beat the dead-
line and eventually lose 
his/her job to younger 
visual artists that deploy 
modern styles. Learn-
ing therefore is a must,” 
Mwamkinga, whose ca-
reer in visual art began 
in the 1990s and has 
worked for various lo-
cal print media outlets, 
stressed.

The training on ‘Artiv-
ism’, which reflects the 
use of various forms of 
arts to foster activism, 
is organized by Nafasi 
Art Space in conjunction 
with an organization, 
ForumCiv, which works 
with marginalized com-
munities in Kenya so 
they can have the power 
to effect changes in the 
country.

Nafasi Art Space’s 
Visual Art Manager, 
Firdaus Mbogho, said 
10 artists make the 2024 
‘Artivism’ Fellowship co-
hort and engage in vari-
ous art genres including 
theater/film, illustration/
cartooning, digital art, 
contemporary dance, 
and literature.

The training, hosted 
by Nafasi Art Space, ac-
cording to Firdaus, got 
underway at the center’s 
premises at Mikocheni 
on Monday and will con-

 By Correspondent Seth Mapoli.

A
FTER Mohamed Dewji 
‘Mo’ agreed to be the 
chairman of Simba’s 
Board of Directors, 

due to Salim Abdallah ‘Try Again’ 
resigning, now it seems he has 
challenges to face so that the 
team can get back on track.

Try Again announced his res-
ignation as the chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Simba SC 
a few days after five members of 
the board on the investor’s side 
resigned due to the team’s bad 
performance during the 2023/24 
season.

When Try Again announced his 
resignation, he asked Mo Dewji to 
take the seat. It should be noted 
that Mo Dewji was previously the 
chairman of the board before 
resigning in September 2021. He 
stayed for four years and left the 
stick to Try Again. Mo Dewji was 
then announced as the Honorary 
President of Simba SC.

With the return of Mo Dewji in 
that position, which procedurally 
he will have to re-contest, there 
is a lot that has emerged. Among 
that is how he is going to face the 
challenges while the fans and 
members of the club have a great 
desire to see positive results.

The biggest demand of the 
Msimbazi Street-based side fans 
is on the registration of players. 
They claim that most of the play-
ers failed them the most last sea-
son and they want new players 
with the quality needed to make 
Simba great again. 

Last season, Simba finished in 
third place in the Premier League 
standings, something that has 
hurt the club’s fans the most be-
cause next season they are going 
to participate in the CAF Con-
federation Cup and not the CAF 
Champions League.

The team did not make impres-
sive signings at the end of the 
season, and many players who 

clude on September 30.
She said Nafasi Art 

Space is proud of the de-
velopment and is confi-
dent that arts can play a 
part in bringing changes 
in society in a variety of 
ways.

The ‘Artivism’ Fellow-
ship cohort has Mwam-
kinga, Ayoub Kondo, Ma-
rina Juma, Paul Nhiga, 
Pandakilima Kesha, Re-
becca Makundi, Kepha 
Simba, Ibrahim Jona-
than, Paul Lukumay, and 
Weshy Lema.

ForumCiv’s official, 
Winifred Nkadha Konge, 
said the organization has 
been operating in Tanza-
nia for 18 months under 
a center known as SASA, 
which advocates for so-
cial accountability and 
is funded by the Hewlett 

Foundation.
According to Winifred, 

the ‘Artivism’ Fellow-
ship will come to an end 
in September this year 
and she expressed opti-
mism her organization 
will extend its collabora-
tion with the foundation 
to continue coordinat-
ing the program in the 
country. She stated that 
ForumCiv coordinates 
the ‘Artivism’ Fellowship 
because the organiza-
tion believes that arts 
can serve as an effective 
tool for bringing changes 
in society.

Winifred noted that 
there are so many social 
issues that affect people 
in the community, there-
fore, her organization 
believes artists can be-
come activists and bring 

changes in the com-
munity via their talent. 
Culture and media, she 
disclosed, can also play a 
part in bringing changes.

She disclosed her or-
ganization is holding the 
‘Artivism’ Fellowship for 
three reasons, the first 
of which is building the 
capacity for creative in-
dustry practitioners to 
bring changes in their 
community.

She remarked that 
her organization is seek-
ing to fulfil its mission 
through the ‘Artivism’ 
Fellowship session that 
will take place at Nafasi 
Art Space.

The trainees, she dis-
closed, can also gain 
more knowledge from 
experienced creative in-
dustry practitioners who 

Simba SC’s Chairman of the Board of Directors, Mohamed Dewji ‘Mo’. Photo: Courtesy of 
SSC

Jackson Obare, Regional Manager for the ForumCiv organization (4th R), presides over the launch of the 2024 ‘Artivism’ Fel-
lowship at Nafasi Art Space in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday. The transformative fellowship, coordinated by the two institutions, 
aims to empower 10 diverse artists across various creative disciplines, giving them tools and skills to harness the power of art 
for social change- a concept encapsulated by the term ‘artivism. Others are Nafasi Art Space Managing Director Lilian Hipol-
yte (3rd L) and the fellowship’s selected trainees. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

will mentor the trainees 
so the latter can become 
better activists.

The program will, 
moreover, provide a 
platform for inter-gen-
erational learning, in 
which both youthful 
artists and their expe-
rienced counterparts 
will learn better means 
for using their talent to 
vouch for activism.

Winifred pointed 
out that ForumCiv is, 
through the ‘Artivism’ 
Fellowship, also keen on 
ensuring creative indus-
try practitioners operate 
in a better environment 
in finances and govern-
ment support.

She said her organi-
zation will, through the 
program, see to it that 
artists have a meaning-

ful dialogue with
decision-makers so 

the latter can ensure the 
former operates in a bet-
ter environment.

Winifred revealed that 
ForumCiv is out to coor-
dinate a forum in either 
August or September 
this year, bringing to-
gether artists from Ugan-
da, Kenya, and Tanzania 
to come up with chal-
lenges affecting them 
and solutions for such 
challenges.

The solutions, she 
added, will be submitted 
to the decision-makers 
who will work on them 
to back the artists.

She pointed out that 
ForumCiv is, via an 
‘Artivism’ Fellowship, 
further seeking to im-
prove the artists’ lives, 
stressing that artists 
should gain financially 
from their works.

ForumCiv’s Regional 
Manager, Jackson Obare, 
revealed the forthcom-
ing ‘Artivism’ Fellowship 
follows a pilot program 
held in Kenya in 2022, 
with the cohort consti-
tuting 15 artists.

According to Obare, 
out of the 15 trainees, 
four have become suc-
cessful practitioners 
in their respective art 
genres.

“If an artist does not 
have anyone that can 
support him/her, it will 
be difficult for the artist 
to achieve success. Thus, 
we need this regional 
and international col-
laboration and networks 
to support the work the 
artists are doing,” he re-

marked.
“This is not just an in-

auguration of an acad-
emy but the beginning 
of a strong movement of 
young artists doing dif-
ferent things that blend 
the power of art with 
the passion of activism- 
a transformative fusion 
called ‘Artivism’,” Obare 
remarked.

“’Artivism’ is a dynam-
ic intersection of art and 
activism, and we are us-
ing a creative expression 
to drive social justice/
change, give voice to the 
voiceless, and challenge 
the status quo. Through 
art, we can illuminate 
issues that matter the 
most to us,” Obare point-
ed out.

He stated some sen-
sitive issues could, for 
instance, be hidden in 
songs, adding: “(Artiv-
ism) is a way of bringing 
up issues in many ways, 
these issues could be jus-
tice, equality, environ-
ment, and human rights. 
They are core issues that 
affect us, and we find a 
way of expressing our 
desire to seek change 
the way we want it to be 
and art is the most pow-
erful (way).”

The ForumCiv Region-
al Manager further re-
vealed his organization 
will, next month, launch 
another ‘Artivism’ Fel-
lowship in Nairobi.

Nafasi Academy is an 
initiative focusing on 
nurturing artistic talents 
and promoting cultural 
exchange, which is co-
ordinated by Nafasi Art 
Space.

entered the team including Aubin 
Kramo, who was injured through-
out the season, Pa Omar Jobe and 
Babacar Sarr, who entered during 
the January transfer window, failed 
to quench the thirst of the fans. Al-
though, some did well including 
Ayoub Lakred and Freddy Michael 
despite starting slowly.

Their focus is on the foreign inter-
national players who are the ones 
who are the most eyed by Simba 
fans because they believe that due to 
their frequently participation in CAF 
championships, they should sign im-
portant players from abroad.

Mo Dewji has a big responsibil-

ity to ensure that Simba make good 
and productive registrations for the 
team, which will bring back their 
competitiveness in the champion-
ships they are going to participate in.

The members of Simba’s Board of 
Directors on the investor’s side have 
all resigned including their chair-
man, Try Again, so a new line of 
leadership must be created to join 
the members on the other side of 
the club’s members who continue to 
dance, announcing that they have no 
plans to resign like their colleagues.

Simba’s underperformance has led 
the fans and members of the club to 
lose faith in their team and many do 

not go to the field. In the past 
three seasons, Young Africans 
have continued to dominate 
while Simba have struggled 
and all the blame goes to the 
club’s leaders.

Mo has announced his re-
turn. He has to return the trust 
of the club’s fans, and that can-
not be done if he fails to have a 
good team. 

Simba used to be famous for 
playing attractive football, but 
in the meantime, the situation 
has changed. They play only to 
get a victory. 

Simba’s traditional rivals 
Young Africans have been do-
ing well in their Dar es Salaam 
derbies. When these teams 
meet, no one likes to see their 
rivals win. That makes their 
games very emotional inside 
and outside the field. To make 
matters worse for the fans, 
Simba suffered the whole last 
season and were beaten by 
a total of 7-2 goals in the two 
league matches against Young 
Africans.

Simba and Young Africans 
are going to meet again in the 
opening matches of the next 
season (Community Shield) 
where the tournament involves 
four teams starting from the 
semi-finals. Others are Azam 
and Coastal Union.

The semi-finals will be Young 
Africans vs Simba and Azam 
vs Coastal Union. The winners 
will go to the final to compete 
for the title which is held by 
Simba. That will be another 
test for Simba to show their 
dominance in front of Young 
Africans and defend the title 
they won by beating the Jang-
wani-based side with a penalty 
shootout last season.

Last season, Simba was 
coached by three different 
coaches. They started with 
Roberto Oliveira ‘Robertinho’, 
who left in November 2023, be-

fore Abdelhak Benchikha came 
and his journey ended in April 
2024. All those two coaches 
were foreigners before the na-
tive Juma Mgunda finished the 
season.

The act of changing coaches 
within a short time has been 
mentioned as part of Simba’s 
failure. So Mo Dewji should 
also look into this.

Simba and Young Africans 
are the oldest teams in the 
Premier League and have es-
tablished their rule because, in 
the past 20 seasons, they have 
been exchanging the cham-
pionship of the league, Azam 
have intervened only once.

For three consecutive sea-
sons now, Young Africans have 
established their rule by carry-
ing the league championship in 
a row. Before that, Simba did it 
for four seasons in a row.

When Simba won the league 
championship four times in 
a row in 2017/2018, 2018/19, 
2019/20, and 2020/21, Mo Dewji 
was the chairman of the Board 
of Directors, so his departure is 
like he left with his trophies.

Now he is coming back, the 
big hope is to bring back the 
lost rule while he was sitting on 
the sidelines.

Simba’s goal for a long time 
was to play in the semi-final 
stage of the CAF Champions 
League. That is after playing 
in the quarter-finals five times, 
starting in 2018. In recent sea-
sons, the team’s goal of ad-
vancing to the CAF Champions 
League semi-finals seemed to 
be only a small thing that failed 
them. But heading into the sea-
son next time they will partici-
pate in the Confederation Cup, 
therefore, they have work to do 
to achieve their goal.

Simba’s motto is ‘Nguvu 
Moja’, but Mo Dewji believes 
that unity is not there at the 
moment, so when he returns 

to his previous seat, he should 
manage that to show there is 
change.

There is a lot of work to be 
done here because since the 
process of changing the op-
erations of Simba SC began 
in 2018, up to date, there is 
tension here and there to the 
point of delaying the comple-
tion of the matter.

A lot has been said about the 
process, but what is expected 
is to see everything completed 
quickly as the members have 
agreed to the change even 
though they need a procedure 
to be followed.

The foundation of many 
long-term successful teams is 
youth football. You can have 
a great team by buying play-
ers every transfer window, but 
homegrown young players are 
necessary for long-term suc-
cess for any team.

Simba is one of the teams 
that in the past had a good 
foundation for youth football. 
We witnessed many of their 
young players coming to carry 
them forward. That happened 
between 2012 and 2015, but af-
ter that, it is as if they have for-
gotten themselves. Those who 
are promoted to the senior 
team, are not given the chance 
to develop their talents.

Right now, goalkeeper Ally 
Salim you can say is the only 
one among their young play-
ers who gets that chance, but 
there should have been many 
other players who are given 
the chance as it was in previous 
years when we witnessed Ra-
madhan Singano, Jonas Mkude, 
Said Ndemla and others light-
ing it up.

As Mo is now back on track 
he should manage the area of 
investment for youth football 
by putting a great force that 
will produce talent from the 
bottom up.



DUSSELDORF, Germany

S
OCCER players’ 
unions legally chal-
lenged FIFA on 
Thursday for ex-

panding the Club World Cup.
The 32-team event, up from 

seven, is slated for June-July 
2025 in the United States de-
spite world players’ union FIF-
PRO raising concerns about 
the increasing  physical and 
mental demands on players.

FIFPRO’s European arm 
said member unions in Eng-
land and France filed a claim 
against FIFA at the Brussels 
Court of Commerce, and chal-
lenged FIFA’s “decisions to 
unilaterally set the interna-
tional match calendar.”

The English Professional 
Footballers’ Association said 
the case would “challenge the 
structure of football’s bro-
ken calendar and enforce the 
rights of players to take pro-
tected breaks.”

The Brussels court is being 
asked to refer the case to the 
European Court of Justice.

“Players and their unions 
have consistently highlighted 
the current football calendar 
as overloaded and unwork-
able,” FIFPRO Europe said in a 
statement.

FIFA revealed  details  of 

its expanded Club World Cup 
in December. FIFPRO quickly 
opposed the plans, which it 
said showed a “lack of con-
sideration for the mental and 
physical health of participat-
ing players, as well as a dis-
regard for their personal and 
family lives.”

FIFPRO said unions believe 
decisions like the expanded 

Club World Cup “violate the 
rights of players and their 
unions.”

FIFA said the timing of the 
month-long tournament, dur-
ing the offseason for many 
major leagues around the 
world, would ensure sufficient 
rest for players.

That assertion is disputed.
“Once preparation periods 

and travel are included, the 
tournament is likely to create 
up to six weeks of additional 
work to be added to an al-
ready crowded schedule,” FIF-
PRO Europe said. “The role of 
FIFPRO Europe and its mem-
bers is not to favor or oppose 
one competition over another. 
However, in the wider context 
of the global football calendar, 

the new FIFA Club World Cup 
is seen by players and unions 
as representing a tipping 
point.”

FIFA says the international 
match calendar is published 
after consultation with the rel-
evant stakeholders.

Staging the Club World Cup 
in 2025 means top players face 
three straight years of major 
competitions during the usual 
offseason, given the Europe-
an Championship and Copa 
America are being staged this 
year and the next World Cup 
is in 2026.

“Since all attempts at dia-
logue have failed, it is now up 
to us to ensure that the fun-
damental rights of players are 
fully respected by taking the 
matter to the European courts 
and thus to the ECJ,” FIFPRO 
Europe president David Ter-
rier said. “It’s not a question of 
stigmatising a particular com-
petition, but of denouncing 
both the underlying problem 
and the straw that broke the 
camel’s back.”

Despite the opposition of 
FIFPRO, the European Clubs 
Association has said the Club 
World Cup was “fantastic news 
for club football in general.”

The Associated Press con-
tact FIFA for comment.

AP
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 BY  FU TING

CHINESE soccer fans have poured their love 
— and money — into a Singaporean goalkeeper’s 
food stall after his performance in a game this 
week indirectly helped China  advance to the 
third qualifying round for the World Cup in 2026.

Hassan Sunny, a 40-year-old goalkeeper on the 
national team, became an overnight celebrity on 
Chinese social media after Singapore’s 3-1 loss 
to Thailand on Tuesday. China would have been 
eliminated if Thailand had won by three goals. 
Sunny made enough saves to prevent that from 
happening.

Chinese fans have been lining up and buying 
out all the food at the stand Sunny and his wife 
run in Singapore. Those in China have been send-
ing money using the stall’s QR payment code, 
which has been widely shared online.

Soccer is one of the most popular specta-
tor sports in China, though the men’s  national 
team  has struggled despite investments of mil-
lions into the sport. The team has only reached 
the World Cup once, more than 20 years ago in 
2002.

Some fans said on social media that Sunny is the 
best 12th player on the Chinese team, while a few 
wondered if he would have tax issues with all the 
money pouring in. Others called it rather sad and 
embarrassing that this is how China advanced to 
the next round, with one saying it shows the Chi-
nese team would rather rely on others than its 
own players.

Dapur Hassan, the food stand, quickly jumped 
to No. 1 in the Singaporean snack and food section 
on Dianping, a Chinese restaurant review app. It 
specializes in “nasi lemak,” a popular rice dish 
cooked in coconut milk and pandan leaves.

Fans have posted screenshots of their trans-
actions, sending from 1 to 10 Singapore dollars 
(about 75 cents to $8) — or more — alongside com-
ments of “Sincere appreciation from a soccer fan” 
or “Love from China.”

Sunny didn’t respond to an interview request 
via email and his Instagram accounts, but he 
made an announcement in Chinese on the plat-
form on Thursday night urging people to stop 
sending money and warning that some QR codes 
masquerading as his shop’s had been posted.

“Thank you for the support in the last a few 
days which allows me to fully feel the enthusiasm 
of Chinese fans,” he wrote. “I call for rational sup-
port, stop transferring money to me through the 
internet.”

AP

Chinese soccer fans 
are pouring money 
into a food stall 
run by Singapore’s 
goalkeeper. Here’s why

Expanded Club World Cup in 2025 now 
faces legal challenge by players’ unions

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

by now, it’s a European 
Championship in our 
own country too, after 
all,” Eroglu told The 
AP. “It’s double the joy 
because Turkey is rep-
resented this year too, 
so there are two teams 
straight away that you 
can support and cross 
your fingers for.”

Others question 
whether players from 
minority groups might 
be scapegoats for Ger-
man fans or the media 
if the team falls short. 
Some even see choosing 
Germany over Turkey as 
an act of betrayal. Gün-
dogan was particularly 
targeted with booing by 
some fans of the Turk-
ish national team in a 
friendly game against 
Germany in Berlin last 
year that Turkey won 
3-2.

When Gündogan 
and teammate Mesut 
Özil, another star Ger-
many player of Turk-
ish heritage, posed for 
photos with Turkey’s 
president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan in the run-up 
to the 2018 World Cup, 
they faced  pointed 
criticism  from the Ger-
man soccer federation’s 
president at the time, 
Reinhard Grindel, who 
said Erdogan didn’t suf-
ficiently share the orga-

DUESSELDORF, Germany

SIX years ago, Ilkay 
Gündogan’s place on the 
German national team 
was in question over a 
photograph with Tur-
key’s president. Now he’s 
the team captain.

When Gündogan leads 
the German national 
team out against Scot-
land in the European 
Championship opener 
Friday, he will be its first 
captain of Turkish heri-
tage at a major tourna-
ment.

To some in the large 
Turkish-German com-
munity, the Barcelona 
midfielder embodies a 
“hybrid identity” that 
is gaining ground even 
in the face of  politi-
cal gains  for the anti-
migration far right, said 
Caner Aver, researcher 
at the Center for Turkish 
Studies and Integration 
Research in the German 
city of Essen.

While Gündogan had 
to choose which coun-
try to represent on the 
field, fans can support 
both. As the tournament 
nears, Aver bought one 
German and one Turk-
ish national team shirt 
for his 6-year-old son, 
cut them in half, and 
stitched the halves to-
gether to make his own 
hybrid kit.

“I think there will be 
a lot of people who sup-
port both national teams 
and who would probably 
be pleased if they were 
to meet at some point in 
the semifinals or final,” 
Aver told The Associated 
Press.

One of those support-
ing both Germany and 
Turkey is Osman Eroglu, 
who is a goalkeeper and 
board member at Türk-
gücü Ratingen, a Turkish 
community soccer club 
on the outskirts of Euro 
2024 host city Düssel-
dorf.

“For us, for people 
with a migration back-
ground in the third or 
the fourth generation 

Turkey can expect strong support from the Turkish-
German community at Euro 2024. So can Germany

nization’s “values.”
After the World Cup, 

Özil quit the national team, cit-
ing a “feeling of racism and dis-
respect” following anti-Turkish 
comments from far-right poli-
ticians and fans. Özil never 
played for Germany again 
and  retired from soccer  last 
year. Younis Kamil is an aca-
demic and soccer coach of Su-
danese and German heritage 
who is working with a major 
Turkish community organiza-
tion in Germany and the na-
tional Olympic committee on a 
project around Euro 2024 and 
sports participation for people 
with a family history of migra-
tion.

Even with Gündogan as cap-
tain, there are few people of 

Turkish heritage and from oth-
er minority groups in coaching 
and authority roles in German 
soccer, Kamil said.

“There’s still a gap between 
the the possibility of identi-
fication with the German na-
tional team, and I think one of 
the main reasons is the lack of 
representation in the decision-
making structures, and also 
experiences of discrimination 
young people make in their 
daily lives,” Kamil told the AP.

The Turkish national team 
has five Germany-born players 
in its squad and is counting on 
enthusiastic support.

“In Germany we’re going to 
be like a host country,” Turkey 
defender Ozan Kabak, who was 
born in Turkey but plays his 

club soccer in Germany, said in a recent 
interview. “A lot of Turkish people live 
here, and I think whole stadiums (are) 
going to be full of Turkish people.”

Fans of the Turkish team even out-
numbered Germany’s supporters  at 
the friendly in Berlin last year. Unfor-
tunately for Kabak, he won’t be play-
ing when Turkey starts its Euro 2024 
campaign on June 18 after a pre-tour-
nament knee injury.

Turkey plays its first two Euro 2024 
games against Georgia and Portugal 
in Dortmund before facing the Czech 
Republic in Hamburg. Both cities have 
many residents of Turkish heritage.

Many people of Turkish origin in 
Germany are descended from “guest 
workers” who arrived during the Cold 
War. An economic boom after World 
War II meant West Germany had an 
acute shortage of labor.

A history of migration from places 
like Italy, Greece and Croatia — and 
more recently the arrival of refugees 
from Ukraine — mean those teams are 
also likely to get substantial local sup-
port.

This year also brings a significant le-
gal change as longstanding restrictions 
on dual nationality are  abolished, 
making it much easier for naturalized 
German citizens to keep Turkish pass-
ports too.

“It’s not either-or, it’s both-and,” said 
Aver, the researcher who made his son 
a half-and-half shirt for Euro 2024. He’s 
hoping the tournament can help to 
bring German society together.

“It’s important, now in a time of ris-
ing right-wing populism ... to put diver-
sity in the foreground,” he said. “So I 
hope and I wish that the fans celebrate 
together, commiserate together and 
experience joy together.”
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Turkey’s fans celebrate at the KoelnArena-Dome prior to the soccer EURO 2008 semi-final match between 
Germany and Turkey in Cologne, western Germany, on Thursday, June 25, 2008. AP Photo

FILE - FIFA President Gianni Infantino walks on the stage before the start of the 69th FIFA congress in Paris, 
Wednesday, June 5, 2019. FIFA was facing more opposition to its newly-expanded Club World Cup in America 
on Thursday, June 13, 2024 after World players’ union FIFPRO said a legal claim had been submitted against 
the decision to create the tournament. (AP Photo)

 DORTMUND, Germany

EDIN Terzic resigned as coach of Champions 
League runner-up Borussia Dortmund on Thurs-
day.

Terzic said he wanted Dortmund to start a “new 
era” with a new coach but there was no immediate 
word on a successor amid reports in German me-
dia that his assistant Nuri Sahin could take over.

Terzic’s last game in charge was the 2-0 loss to 
Real Madrid in the  Champions League final  at 
London’s Wembley Stadium on June 1.

“After the game at Wembley, I asked for a meet-
ing with the club’s senior management team, be-
cause after 10 years at BVB (Dortmund) — includ-
ing five on the coaching staff and two and a half as 
head coach — I feel that the club’s new era should 
begin with a new man on the touchline,” Terzic 
said in a club statement.

“Everyone close to me knows that this has been 
a very difficult decision for me to take over the 
last few weeks, but after intensive discussions my 
fundamental feeling has not changed.”

A lifelong Dortmund fan, Terzic had until re-
cently seemed to be in his dream job. Still, the 
club’s shock run to the Champions League final 
came amid poor performances in the German 
league.

Terzic won the German Cup as interim coach in 
2021 and was runner-up in the Bundesliga to Bay-
ern Munich in 2023, dropping the title on goal dif-
ference after a draw in the last game of the season.

This year, Dortmund finished fifth in the 
Bundesliga, its worst result for nine years, and 
was knocked out of the German Cup in the round 
of 16.

“We have been through a lot together, and I have 
really enjoyed working alongside Edin to achieve 
our goals,” sporting director Sebastian Kehl said. 
“He will always be associated with our successes 
over the last few years, and I’m sure we’ll see each 
other again. Edin will now pursue his own path.”

Terzic’s departure means yet another big deci-
sion for Dortmund, which has gaps to fill in its 
squad and Champions League income to spend.

AP 

Edin Terzic resigns as coach 
of Champions League runner-
up Borussia Dortmund



in CAF competitions, a 
credential that signifi-
cantly enhances Coastal 
Union’s technical bench 
strength.

The negotiations for 
Mgunda’s return are re-
portedly in advanced 
stages, with an official 
announcement antici-
pated soon. 

This move under-
scores Coastal Union’s 
commitment to ensur-
ing they have the best 
possible leadership and 
expertise as they navi-
gate the challenges of 
the Confederation Cup.

Mgunda’s track re-
cord speaks volumes. 
Last season, he played 
a crucial role in guiding 
Simba through the pre-
liminary rounds of the 
CAF Champions League. 

His deep understand-
ing of Coastal Union, 
having been a player 
and head coach at vari-
ous times, further adds 
to his suitability for this 
role. 

Mgunda’s tenure at 

Coastal Union saw him 
contribute significantly 
to the club’s develop-
ment, serving in various 
capacities.

Coastal Union’s recent 
performance in the Pre-
mier League has been 
commendable, finishing 
fourth with 43 points 
from 30 games. 

This strong domestic 

performance has set the 
stage for their return to 
international competi-
tions, and the club is 
making strategic moves 
to ensure they are well-
prepared.

In addition to 
strengthen their techni-
cal bench, Coastal Union 
are actively seeking to 
sustain their squad with 

experienced and skilled 
players. One of their pri-
mary targets is Lumiere 
Banza Kalumba, a Con-
golese striker currently 
with Tabora United.

Kalumba, who joined 
Tabora United from 
TP Mazembe at the 
beginning of the sea-
son, is seen as a key 
acquisition to enhance 
Coastal Union’s attack-
ing options.  The club 
is also reportedly in 
pursuit of players like 
Saidi Ntibanzokiza and 
Djuma Shabani, further 
underscoring their am-
bition to field a competi-
tive team in the Confed-
eration Cup.

Coastal Union’s pro-
active approach in the 
transfer market and 
their efforts to secure 
a seasoned coach like 
Mgunda reflect their de-
termination to make a 
significant impact in the 
CAF Confederation Cup. 

The club’s manage-
ment is leaving no stone 
unturned in their quest 

to ensure the team is 
not just participants but 
serious contenders in 
the tournament.

This will mark Coastal 
Union’s return to inter-
national competitions 
after a long hiatus, with 
their last participation 
dating back to 1989. 
The club’s supporters 
are eagerly anticipating 
this new chapter, hope-
ful that the combina-
tion of seasoned leader-
ship and new talent will 
usher in a period of suc-
cess on the continental 
stage.

Mgunda’s familiar-
ity with Coastal Union’s 
culture and his previ-
ous successes with the 
club are expected to 
smoothen the transition 
and integration process. 
His leadership will be 
crucial in navigating the 
complexities of inter-
national competitions, 
providing strategic in-
sights, and fostering a 
winning mentality with-
in the team.

 

Expanded Club World 
Cup in 2025 faces legal 
challenge by players’ unions
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TP Mazembe cast doubt 
on participation in 
CECAFA Kagame Cup 
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 ATICAN CITY

BEFORE flying to Italy’s southern Puglia region to 
meet world leaders at the Group of Seven summit, 
Pope Francis hosted a very different audience at the 
Vatican yesterday celebrating the importance of hu-
mor.

The pontiff welcomed more than 100 comedians 
from 15 nations, including U.S. celebrities Whoopi 
Goldberg, Jimmy Fallon, Chris Rock, Stephen Colbert 
and Conan O’Brien.

“In the midst of so much gloomy news, immersed as 
we are in many social and even personal emergencies, 
you have the power to spread peace and smiles,” Fran-
cis told the comedians.

“You unite people, because laughter is contagious,” 
he continued, asking jokingly, “Please pray for me: for, 
not against!”

Francis pointed out that in the creation, “Divine wis-
dom practiced your art for the benefit of none other 
than God himself, the first spectator in history,” with 
God delighting in the works that he had made.

“Remember this,” he added. “When you manage 
to bring intelligent smiles to the lips of even a single 
spectator, you also make God smile.”

Francis also said it was OK to “laugh at God” in the 
same way “we play and joke with the people we love.”

After delivering his speech, Francis greeted all the 
comedians individually, sharing laughs and jokes with 
some of them.

“It was great, it was very fast and really loving, and 
made me happy,” Goldberg said afterward.

O’Brien noted that the pope “spoke in Italian, so I’m 
not quite sure what was said.”

“To be in that room and to be with all my fellow 
comedians, some of whom I’ve been good friends 
with for many years, in that environment, was quite 
strange,” the TV host added. “All of us were thinking, 
how did this happen? Why are we here, and when are 
they going to throw us out?”

Colbert admitted his Italian “is really bad, I would 
like to speak it better.” But he managed to remind the 
pope that he had done the audiobook for his memoir.

“It was wonderful, he’ll never forget me,” he joked.
AP

Pope Francis meets 
more than 100 
comedians at the 
Vatican: ‘You also 
make God smile’

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi & 
Agencies

F
IVE-TIME CAF 
Champions League 
winners, TP Mazem-
be, have clarified 

their position regarding par-
ticipation in the 2024 CECA-
FA Kagame Cup, scheduled to 
take place from July 6 to 22 in 
Tanzania and Zanzibar.

Despite initial reports, the 
Congolese giants have stated 
they have not received any 
official invitation from the 
Council of East and Central 
Africa Football Associations 
(CECAFA).

Mazembe were initially 
named as one of three guest 
teams set to participate in the 
tournament alongside Ma-
lawi’s Nyasa Big Bullets and 
Zambia’s Red Arrows FC.

However, a statement from 
the club revealed a different 
reality.

“The management of TP 
Mazembe learned from the 
media about the club’s par-
ticipation in the CECAFA 
Kagame Cup 2024,” the club’s 

By Correspondent Seth Mapo-
li

COASTAL Union are 
reportedly on the verge 
of securing the return of 
Juma Mgunda, the act-
ing head coach of Simba 
Sports Club, in a strate-
gic move aimed at bol-
stering their chances in 
the upcoming CAF Con-
federation Cup. 

Mgunda’s return is ex-
pected to bring invalu-
able experience and 
leadership to Coastal 
Union, which will be 
participating in the pres-
tigious tournament for 
the first time since 1989.

Mgunda’s imminent 
return is driven by his 
extensive experience 
in CAF competitions, 
which Coastal Union 
hope will complement 
and support their cur-
rent head coach, David 
Ouma. 

The Kenyan tactician, 
despite his capabilities, 
lacks the necessary CAF 
license to lead the team 
in the CAF Confedera-
tion Cup, a critical quali-
fication that Mgunda 
possesses. 

With a Diploma A li-
cense, Mgunda is fully 
certified to manage the 
team from the bench 

Mgunda set for return to Coastal 
Union to bolster CAF campaign 

U

TP Mazembe squad. Agencies

Simba’s interim head coach Juma Mgunda. Photo: Courtesy of SSC

statement reads.
“TPM informs the club’s 

large family that it has not 
yet received any official in-
vitation for its participation 
in the CECAFA Kagame Cup 
tournament, in which it has 
participated in the past.”

The statement further 
clarified the club’s current 
status at the Dr Congo gi-
ants.

“Management indicates 
that the players are current-
ly on leave and that train-
ing will resume on July 15, 
2024, at 3:00 p.m. at the TP 
Mazembe Stadium,” it adds.

The 20-time Congo Lin-

afoot champions also ad-
dressed future participa-
tion contingencies.

“If a regional or sub-
regional organization of-
ficially requests the par-
ticipation of the Ravens in 
a competition, the manage-
ment will analyze the op-
portunity and communi-
cate the team’s availability 
or lack thereof based on the 
resumption timetable,” it 
concluded. TP Mazembe’s 
announcement follows the 
withdrawal of Tanzania’s 
Azam FC from the 16-team 
tournament.

Azam FC, two-time CE-

CAFA Kagame Cup winners, 
have opted out of the com-
petition to focus on their 
pre-season preparations 
ahead of the 2024/25 cam-
paign.

Thabit Zakaria, Azam’s 
head of media, confirmed 
the decision in an interview 
with Azam TV.

Azam recently secured 
second place in the Premier 
League standings, edging 
out Simba on goal differ-
ence with a 2-0 away vic-
tory against Geita Gold.

The achievement granted 
them the right to join cham-
pions Young Africans as 

Mainland Tanzania’s repre-
sentatives in the CAF Cham-
pions League next season.

The CECAFA Kagame Cup 
boasts a rich history, with 
Tanzania’s Simba SC hold-
ing the record for the most 
titles at six.

They are followed by 
archrivals Young Africans 
(Yanga) SC and Kenya’s 
Tusker FC, with five titles 
each.

Other notable winners in-
clude Rwanda’s APR FC, Su-
dan’s Al Merriekh, Uganda’s 
SC Villa, and Kenya’s Gor 
Mahia FC, each with three 
titles.
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