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 By Guardian Reporter

NATIONAL Bank of Com-
merce (NBC) posted a net profit of 40bn/- last year, af-
ter clearing restated losses amounting 23bn/- in the previous year.

According to the extracts from the bank’s financial statements for the year ended December 2021, the achievements were the re-
sults of increased interest income; dividends earning, reduced impairment losses on loans and advances and reduced staff costs.

The statement shows the bank managed to reduce impairment losses on loans and advances to 7.3bn/- last year from 33.9bn/- which indicated an increased ef-
fort on assets recovery.

Interest income in-
creased to 184.9bn/- from 163.6bn/- in 2020, which translated into net inter-

est income amounting 153.2bn/- last year.
During last year fees and commissions gener-

ated 48.2bn/-, net trading income amounted 17.9bn/- while dividend received amounted 40mn/-.
However, non-perform-

ing loans and advances grew to 59.1bn/- last year from 44bn/-, which slightly increased its rate to 4.1 per-
cent in 2021 from 3.8 per-
cent of which are below the Bank of Tanzania (BOT) benchmark of five percent.

According to the ex-
tract, operating expenses went down to 152bn/- from 157bn/- in 2020.
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Banks partnership with FinTechs shape future of finance

NBC clears loses, records 40bn/ net profit in 2021

 SAN FRANCISCO 

NOW it’s up to the 
traditional banks and 
the digital-only players — 
FinTechs and neobanks — to meet in the “middle,” leveraging their respective strengths to forge financial services’ super apps.

That’s an aspirational goal, of course.
Right now, the competition between banks and FinTechs is one where they are cribbing attributes from one another to capture market share. In a nutshell, banks are in the midst 

of improving their digital access — evident in any number of new apps and mobile launches. 
JPMorgan Chase, for example, has been boosting its digital presence in the U.K.

FinTechs are expanding their reach into traditional banking, where we’ve seen LendingClub buy Radius.
And so, at this writing, with only a quarter of 2022 under collective belts, competition is being waged fiercely. JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon’s letter to shareholders highlighted the issue, as detailed in this space:

“The growing competition to banks 

from each other, shadow banks, FinTechs and large technology companies is intensifying and clearly contributing to the diminishing role of banks and public companies in the United States and the global financial system,” Dimon wrote.
The recent PYMNTS/Entersekt report, “The Future Of Authentication In Financial Services: Engaging Consumers Across Channels And Devices,” done in conjunction with Entersekt, notes consumers are increasingly used to the idea of transacting, saving and investing across the web. 

As many as 71 percent of consumers use online accounts to get banking done; 39 percent of those we surveyed have online accounts with banks, and a bit less than a third have accounts with digital banks or FinTechs.As for the trust that beckons the way toward that eventual “meeting in the middle” for banks and digital upstarts, almost three quarters of consumers trust commercial banks that have onsite branches, and more than two-thirds trust online banks and FinTechs.
If the trust is there — and it is — then it follows that financial services 

users will be more inclined to at least sample new products and services on offer, when they are offered. And that opens the door to collaborative efforts by the digital players and the marquee names that have been around for decades (even longer in some cases).But it will be the conduits that are key to allowing joint provider efforts to more fully reach their targeted audiences — in this case the younger users (bridge millennials and millennials) who want flexibility. More than a third of each of these cohorts wants accounts to be available across multiple points of access, and 

a quarter of all respondents say they like to use multiple methods to access accounts.
For the banks and the FinTechs that bend toward one another, in a spirit of collaboration and a continuum of services, the audience is primed and waiting and willing. 

PYMNTS’ own research shows that 67 percet of consumers in the U.S. — which translates to 173 million people — want an app that manages their digital activities, including “financial wellness seekers” that want an app-enabled way to conduct their daily financial lives.

The reduced operating expenses was a result of bank reduction in staff costs during the reviewed years to 79.2bn/- from 85.4bn/ respectively, as number of employees fell to 955 in 2021 from 1,005 with 47 branches.
Infrastructure costs were nearly flat at 22bn/- during the two reviewed year, but administrative and general expenses slightly increased to 50bn/- from 49bn/- re-

spectively.

The achievement has therefore translated into an increase of basic earnings per share to 25,491/- last year from a loss of 14,835/- recorded during the previ-
ous year.

The extract shows the bank total assets went up to 2.2trn/- last year from 2.1trn/- in 2020 and restated 1.9trn/- in 2019.
The increase of total as-

sets were the result of in-
creased amount of lending to customers, increase of in-

tangible assets and deferred tax assets which muffed the decrease of other assets in-
cluding  loans and advances to banks, cash and balances at Bank of Tanzania, other receivables ad trading port-

folio assets.
Loan and advances to customers rose to 1.3trn/ last year from 1.1trn/- in 2020 and 982bn/- in 2019 while loans and advanced to banks went down by nearly 50 percent to 66.1bn/- last year from restated 120.7bn/- 

in 2020.
Cash and balance at Bank of Tanzania slowed to 271.9bn/- last year from 304.5bn in 2020 while fi-

nancial assets at fair val-
ue through OCI slightly dropped to 324bn/- last year from 376.2bn/ in 2020.

However, the extract shows NBC increased depos-
its from banks to 219.3bn/- from 189.9bn/-, customer account to 1.59trn/- from 1.50trn/- and subordinated loans to 32bn/- from 31bn/- which slightly increased liabilities to 1.96trn/- from 1.87trn/- respectively.
During the year 2021, the bank retained 209.7b/- com-

pared with 169.7bn/- re-
tained during the previous year.

Return on average total 

assets went up from 1.1 per-
cent to 1.8 percent in 2021, return on ordinary share-
holders’ funds also gained to 13.3 percent from nega-
tive 8.9 percent in 2020 while non-interest expenses to gross income slowed to 69.3 percent in 2021 from 79.7 percent in 2020.

Speaking in January this year when presenting the banks financial highlights for 2021, the bank manag-
ing director Theobald Sabi attributed the business growth to the conducive regulatory environment in the country along with a ‘smart’ execution of NBC’s key business focus areas.
“Our focus has been on our customers. We are expanding our customer base across the country, ex-

panding provision of loans, investing on transactional systems for the conveni-
ence of our customers and working with our partners through agency banking to provide services near our customers,” he was quoted as saying.
He said with the improve-

ment in profits, the bank’s shareholders can expect better dividends as the lender continues to strive for growth and higher prof-
itability.

The bank boss said NBC Limited has also attained gender balance on the em-
ployees as during last year; women were 53 per cent and that he believes that investing in women devel-

opment is the key for their business prosperity.
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TIC signed 85 
projects from 
Jan to March

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) 
has approved 85 projects from January 1 
to the end of March, potentially creating 
12,191 job opportunities and improving the 
country’s investment image.

Executive director Dr Maduhu Kazi 
(pictured) told journalists in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday that impressive results were 
registered in mobilising investments in the 
first quarter of 2021, presenting the TIC 
operations report on the period.

Projects approved were an increase 
by 66.7 percent in the first quarter of last 
year, while the prospective job openings 
represent an increase of 155.47 percent 
from similar projections last year. The 
projects are estimated to have a total value 
of $787.4m, from the 51 projects having a 
total value of $450.56m in first quarter 2021.

Dr Kazi outlined four projects likely 
to strengthen the national economy and 
create jobs, starting with an oil-to-gas 
project taken up by Taqa Arabia (T) Ltd, 
billed to create 160 jobs. It will produce gas 
for use by private vehicles, passenger buses 
and heavy duty trucks now using petrol and 
diesel.

The firm expects to build 12 conversion 
centres in the city of Dar es Salaam for 
vehicles to make the switch, with two major 
centres expected before end of June, with 
the firm planning for a 700,000kg annual 
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NMB plans 120bn/- 
agro loans, 9pc rate
By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

NMB Bank Plc has allocated 120bn/- in loans 
for the whole value chain of farming, livestock 
rearing and fishing, with a common borrowing 
rate of nine per cent.

The bank’s CEO Ruth Zaipuna said here on 
Tuesday that the agro-sector lending rate was 
cut from 10 per cent late last year, to make 
the loans more affordable. About 80bn/- of 
the 100bn/- already set aside for loans in the 
respective value chains has been borrowed,  

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

TEAMS of experts from the Treasury, 
manufacturers and suppliers are set to 
collaborate and come up with proposals for 
reviewed tax rates to stop the prevailing of 
prices.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa made 
this observation when winding up debate 
on PMO budget estimates for fiscal 
2022/2023, noting that measures are being 
taken to increase production of locally 
manufactured industrial goods.

A key area is foodstuffs mostly imported 
from foreign countries such as wheat, edible 
oil and sugar, where localization efforts 
need improved investment and regulatory 
environment, where the provision of 
incentives to investors is being prized in 
current discussions.

The government is prioritizing local 
investors in the manufacturing sector 
to forestall crises, he said, directing the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment 
to monitor price movements in local and 
international markets and take appropriate 
measures where relevant.

Local government authorities and 
agencies monitoring market prices need 
to take up their responsibilities and 
control haphazard price rises, he said, 
noting that  the production of essential 
commodities such as petroleum and wheat 
had decreased worldwide in the wake of the 
Russia-Ukraine war

Earlier, the outbreak of COVID-19 had 
affected manufacturing of industrial goods 
for lack of raw materials and climate 
change effects, with pandemic lockdowns 
hampering global supply chains.

The premier asserted that the government 
will make sure that prices of locally 
manufactured products are bearable while 
imported goods prices will be monitored by 
teams led by regional commissioners, to see 

Govt eyes tax rates 
to stop price hiking 
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TMA: Poor long rains 
due to climate change
By Henry Mwangonde

PROLONGED dry spells and reduced rains 
experienced in the ongoing season resulted 

from sudden changes in ocean surface 
temperatures arising from impacts of climate 
change, experts say.

Dr Agnes Kijazi, director general of the 

Tanzania Meteorological Authority (TMA) says 
in an updated forecast for the season that the 
prolonged dry spells were triggered by several 
tropical cyclones in the Mozambique Channel 
further south of the position that could have 
enhanced rainfall levels northward.

Sudden changes in sea surface temperatures 
over the East African coast and western rim 
of the Indian Ocean occasioned the weather 
shifts, the stated, capping up projections in 

Filbert Mponzi (L), NMB Bank Plc’s chief of retail banking, briefs Agriculture minister Hussein Bashe (next to him) in Dodoma city on Tuesday on the 
bank’s decision earlier in the day to lower interest rates relating to loans to the agricultural, livestock and fisheries sectors to 9 per cent. They are 
with the bank’s CEO, Ruth Zaipuna. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

President Samia Suluhu Hassan bids farewell to Vice President Dr Philip Mpango at Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday shortly before jetting off for the US for an official visit. Photo: VPO

but the bank has agreed with the Ministry 
of Agriculture for more credit funds, she 
stated.

Early next month another 100bn/- will be 
lined up at NMB for the loan scheme, with 
thr rate cut partially intended to attract 
more borrowers, she elaborated, in a press 
conference also attended by Agriculture 
minister Hussein Bashe.

The bank’s agriculture financing plans and 
investments will help sort out challenges 
facing the sector, the economy’s main 
occupation provider, with NMB liaising 
with the ministry on ways to modernise the 
sector.

NMB had initially allocated 20bn/- to help 
finance the construction of agricultural 
storage facilities across the country, she 
stated, noting that with the new line of 
credit, total NMB agro-sector lending adds 
up to 220bn/- since last October. 

Entrepreneurs in the various agro—sector 
occupations will therefore capitalise on the 

n 12,191 job 
opportunities 

expected
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gas production capacity,” he stated.
Alotaib and Blak Bib Co. Ltd and 

Prime Cement are teaming up for two 
cement projects valued at  $113m, set to 
produce 1.07m tonnes a year, yielding 
1,097 direct jobs, he said.

A $11m joint venture project with a 
Canadian firm will set up an assembly 
plant in Kigamboni for the Chinese 
Howo brand of vehicles, yielding 320 
direct jobs in assembling 3000 units a 
year.

Another is an edible oil project 
valued at $42.68m by Organo Africa 
Ltd, expected to produce 700 direct 
jobs and a 182,000 tonnes of produce 
annually, he stated.

TIC was working to unearth 
investment opportunities along 
the Standard Gauge Railway, with 
feasibility studies for eight projects 
already completed. The United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) helped in the work, to identify 
projects in animal feed production, 

milk processing, plus preparing base 
land use plans and plot surveys. 
Other spheres covered are stone 
quarrying, meat processing, livestock 
fattening, parking facilities and pasture 
production.

TIC took part in the recent Qatar-
Doha trade symposium, organizing 
visits by 25 investors rouring from 
March 23 to 29, while conducting 
tailor-made meetings with 24 
companies from January to March, 
similarly working on 155 enquiries.  
TIC officials met with members of the 
Tanzanian Diaspora in Egypt and in 
the Scandinavia, he explained.

Investment and trade symposia 
in Egypt, Kenya, Burundi, France, 
Belgium, Qatar, Turkey, South Africa 
and Algeria also came up in TIC.
activities, whose improved facilities 
serve as a one-stop facilitation centre.

Investors meet officials from 
departments of Immigration, Labour, 
TRA, Lands, BRELA, NIDA, NEMC, TBS, 
TMDA, and OSHA under one roof, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

TIC signed 85 projects 
from January to March

The Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy, Kheri Mahimbali (L), is briefed by PanAfrican Energy Tanzania site manager James Mughenyi during 
his visit at the firm’s natural gas production plant in Lindi Region earlier this week. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

if merchants were deliberately hiking 
prices.

The RC and DC–led teams will visit 
markets to look at prices offered 
to ensure that prices of locally 
manufactured goods are bearable, 
he stated, citing unease ar rising fuel 
prices. “But we still have enough stock 
and reasonable prices compared 
to other countries,” he declared, 
emphasizing that  the government was 
assured of continued availability of fuel 
and taking measures to control rising 
prices.

In earlier remarks, Energy minister 
January Makamba said the Bulk 

Procurement System (BPS) was 
endorsed by Parliament and if 
necessary it can be changed.

He said fuel prices were on a rising 
trend for 16 months, thus to control 
prices, the government was taking 
measures to enhance storage capacity 
by building new storage facilities, with 
discussions continuing with friendly 
countries producing oil on possibilities 
of price reduction. “Our plans are to 
purchase oil directly from producers,” 
he said.

Agriculture minister Hussein 
Bashe linked the low production of 
edible oil with poor production of 
sunflower seeds locally, in which case 
the government had distributed over 

2,000 tonnes of quality seeds.
Next season Singida Region is slated 

to produce 100,000 litres of edible 
oil, with the country’s annual demand 
standing at 600,0000 liters. “We are 
also working to enhance productivity 
in oil palm trees,” he stated, promising 
a review of taxes charged on local 
manufactures in the coming Budget 
estimates.

Agricultural inputs worth 90bn/- for 
cashew nut frames and inputs worth 
86bn/- to cotton farmers across the 
country will be distributed in the 
coming farming season, distributed 
free of charge by cooperative unions. 
They ought to reimburse farmers 
who have already paid for agricultural 

inputs, he stated.
Omary Kipanga, the deputy 

minister for Education, Science and 
Technology, said that preparation of 
a new education policy is on track, 
urging legislators to participate by 
providing opinions.

Measures are being taken to 
ensure tight security during national 
examinations, he said, noting that 
marring exams costs plenty as 
standard seven examinations cost the 
government 38bn/-.

MPs endorsed 148.8bn/- for the 
Prime Minister’s Office for the next 
financial year, where 101.3bn/- is 
recurrent expenditure and 47.5bn/- 
slated for development projects.

Govt eyes tax rates to stop price hiking 
FROM PAGE 1

borrowing opportunity to improve 
their activities, the CEO observed, in 
remarks following a recent update 
where the bank affirmed that in the 
past five years it had injected over 
1.3trn/- into agriculture and supportive 
activities in its value chain.

The minister said discussions with 
NMB on ways to uplift agriculture 
were fruitful, citing accords to increase 
lending and reducing charges, similarly 
seeking solutions to post-harvest 
losses.

He referred to the recently launched 
Agenda 10/30 agriculture renewal 
initiative to propel growth to 10 per 
cent by 2030, noting that President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan has urged banks 
to reduce interest rates on loans and 
promote credit intermediation.

NMB is the second bank to adopt 
interest rate of less than 10 per cent, 
while going  an extra mile in agreeing 
to finance construction of warehouses, 
reducing exorbitant storage costs that 
farmers currently incur to store their 
produce, he explained.

NMB credits boost agro-sector 
fortunes of agriculture in the national 
credit market where bank sector 
farming loans stand at less than 10 per 
cent of total loans. The latest central 
bank economic update put agriculture 
share in private sector credit at 8.7 per 
cent in 202, the minister noted. 

As state budgets are insufficient, 
blending with banks to address 
challenges in the agricultural sector 
is vital, thus the ministry had long 
engagements with NMB to see the 
issues can be resolved, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

NMB plans 120bn/- 
agro loans, 9pc rate

February that normal to above normal 
rains were likely in areas receiving rains 
across two seasonal spans annually.

The situation has been more varied, 
with the sudden changes in sea surface 
temperatures that rarely occur being 
the cause, defying the maxim that 
oceans conserve heat for long periods, 
thus providing the basis for predictable 
rainfall patterns.

Occurrence of tropical cyclones 
and sea temperature shifts altered 
weather patterns in the Intra-Tropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) covering 
southern regions of Tanzania, as its 
rainfall pattern moved northwards in 
early March, thus disrupting rains.

Warmer than average sea surface 
temperatures in the Indian Ocean and 
cooling of surface temperatures along 
the East African Coast suppressed 
moisture influxes that would cover 
much of Tanzania, she stated.

“This condition is likely to cause 
below normal to normal rains over the 
northern coast, northern highlands 
and some areas of Mara, Simiyu and 
Shinyanga regions,” she stated, noting 
that normal to above normal rains are 
likely to continue over much of Kigoma, 
Kagera, Geita and Mwanza regions.

Rains will cease in the first half of 
next month over the northern coast, 
with the north eastern highlands 
having rains for at least a week longer, 
she added.

TMA: Poor long rains 
due to climate change
FROM PAGE 1

Former Speaker of National Assembly Job Ndugai (seated), who is Kongwa constituency MP, exchanges greetings with colleagues in the chamber of the House 
yesterday. It was his first day since he resigned from the post. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

THE Morogoro-based Sokoine 
University graduate entrepreneurs 
cooperative (SUGECO) and Smart 
Group Import and Export Company 
Ltd of Egypt have signed a five-year 
contract to enable Tanzanian farmers 
produce and export agricultural crops 
to Egypt.

SUGECO executive director 
Revocatus Kimario said   Tanzanian 
farmers  will be able to sell 1.5 million 
tonnes of yellow maize annually.

“The good news is that the contract 
allows our farmers to benefit from 
reliable market and improved maize 
varieties. So they can start producing 
agricultural crops such as yellow and 
white maize, soya and wheat in large 
scale and export to Egypt,” he said.

The contract was signed at 

the Tanzania embassy in Egypt 
recently and witnessed by Tanzania 
ambassador to Egypt Dr Emmanuel 
Nchimbi, TARI’s director of 
technology transfer and partnership 
(TTP)  Dr. Juliana Mwakasendo and 
director of business development 
from Agriculture Seed Agency (ASA) 
Jackline Shayo.

SUGECO will work together with 
TARI, ASA and  TOSCI to produce the 
improved seeds in the country for the 
farmers.

According to Kimario, the value of 
the contract per year is more than 
820bn/-

SUGECO’S endeavors to prepare, 
enable, and support knowledge-
intensive, innovative entrepreneurs as 
they build successful businesses along 
agricultural and agribusiness value 
chains in the country. 

‘Tanzanian farmers to produce and 
export agricultural crops to Egypt’

By Getrude Mbago

THE Association of Tanzania 
Employers (ATE) has launched the 
Employer of the Year Award (EYA) 
2022 with an additional of four new 
categories including climate change 
and managing during disasters.

The annual event scheduled for 
early December, this year is geared 
towards promoting and encouraging 
best human resources management 
practices in a bid to enhance 
organizational productivity and 
competitiveness.

Addressing reporters in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday ATE’s executive 
director Suzanne Ndomba the 
association recognizes that continuous 
improvement of human resources 
at the workplace was paramount 
for making Tanzania’s economy 
competitive at local, regional and 

global level.
“For past two years, ATE did not 

organise EYA event mainly due to 
Covid-19 pandemic which affected 
Tanzania and the entire World. 
The association however, used the 
opportunity to carry out a major 
review of the EYA process of awarding 
best employers based on the current 
business environment, incorporating 
aspects that contribute to business and 
human resource in order to create and 
sustain enterprise competitiveness, 
improve productivity for a responsible 
business,” she said.

Ndomba said this year’s EYA will also 
consider employers who consider and 
adhere to national and international 
regulations in conducting business.

“The categories include Governance 
and Leadership, Human Resource 
Management Excellence, Managing 
Diversity and Inclusion, Talent 

Management and Development, 
Quality, productivity and innovation, 
Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Employees Engagement, Performance 
Management, Apprenticeship and 
Internship and Local Content,” she 
said.

She named the four new categories 
as Gender Equality and Equity, 
Compliance with Regulatory 
Requirements, Managing during Crisis 
and Climate Change/Environmental 
Management. 

Ndomba said that there will be 
winners from the public sector, private 
sector, local employer award, NGO 
employer award; Size based award, 
local content award and the overall 
winner.

“The Employer of the Year Award 
propels best practices in Human 
Resources (HR), a key ingredient in 
business success and a driver of the 

economy. We realize developing the 
HR sector will help push our economy 
to new levels of growth,” she said.

The ATE’s boss said awards have 
specific objectives of recognizing 
members who have excelled in putting 
in place outstanding HR management 
policies and best business practices.

“This is an opportunity for ATE 
members to showcase what they do 
with regards to HR management taking 
into consideration the value of skilled 
and motivated employees toward 
organizational excellence,” she added.

The event is categorised into two 
main parts, the first part is the survey 
which will be done by an independent 
consultancy firm- TanzConsult, 
which has been selected after 
competitive bidding and the second 
part will be the awarding event which 
is scheduled to be done in early 
December this year.

ATE launches EYA 2022 with four new additional categories
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NEW DELHI

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi 
yesterday paid tributes to former 
Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere on 
his 100th birth anniversary and said 
the principles of unity and equality 
that he advocated are as relevant today 
as ever.

“Mwalimu Nyerere’s life and his 
work remain a constant inspiration for 
all of us,” Modi tweeted, adding: “The 
principles of unity and equality that 
he advocated are as relevant today as 
ever. My tributes to the great leader 
and friend of India on his 100th birth 
anniversary.”

Nyerere, who was born on April 13, 
1922 and passed away on October 14, 
1999, was a Tanzanian anti-colonial 
activist. He served as the president of 
Tanzania from 1964 to 1985.

Tanzania and India have enjoyed 
traditionally close, friendly and co-
operative relations. From the 1960s 
to the 1980s, the political relationship 
involved shared commitments to anti-
colonialism, non-alignment as well as 
desire for South-South Cooperation 
and close cooperation in international 

fora.
The then President (Mwalimu) 

Julius Nyerere was held in high 
esteem in India; he was conferred 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 
International Understanding for 1974, 
and the International Gandhi Peace 
Prize for 1995. In the post-Cold War 
era, India and Tanzania both initiated 
economic reform programmes around 
the same time alongside developing 
external relations aimed at broader 
international political and economic 
relations, developing international 
business linkages and promoting 
foreign investment. In recent years, 
India-Tanzania ties have evolved into 
a modern and pragmatic relationship 
with sound political understanding, 
diversified economic engagement, 
people to people contacts in the 
field of education & healthcare, and 
development partnership in capacity 
building training, concessional credit 
lines and grant projects.

The High Commission of India in Dar 
es Salaam has been operating since 
November 19, 1961 and the Consulate 
General of India in Zanzibar was set up 
on October 23, 1974.

Govt is implementing ten year strategy
to strength cassava research, says Bashe  

Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) executive director, Dr Maduhu Kazi, presents the centre’s operations report in Dar es Salaam yesterday of the third quarter 
(January-March 2022) during the fiscal year that started in July 2021. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government is implementing   a ten year strategy 
(2020-2030) aimed at strengthening research and 
availability of improved cassava variety, the House heard 
yesterday.

The initiative is also aimed at improving cassava 

productivity from 8.2 million tonnes in 202 to 24 million 
tonnes  per year.

Minister for Agriculture, Hussein Bashe made the 
statement in response to a question by the Muheza MP,Hamis 
Mwinjuma (CCM), who had wanted to know the government 
strategies to attract investors in the crop production and 
processing in Muheza District.

In response,  Bashe said the strategy  that will boost 
production of cassava  throughout the country and residents 
of Muheza district too will benefit. 

He said the government is still working on how to attract 
investor in Muheza and in 2018 a company CMTL-Tanzania 
was identified and given ten hectares of land at Mbaramo 
ward for the construction of cassava processing plant.

“The government is closely following up on the matter in 
order for the investor to work according to the targets”said 
the minister.

He added that in collaboration with another organization 
,MEDA, the government has distributed  700,000 cassava 
plantations , Mkuranga 1 type to be planted in some 175 
hectares in Muheza district.

Modi pays tributes to 
Nyerere on his 100th 
birth anniversary
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Vodacom Tanzania Plc managing director Sitholizwe Mdlalose (R) gets a briefing on customers accessories when he visited one of the outlets as part of his   
inspection tour. He is flanked by Vodacom head of sales Dar es Salaam zone Brigita Shirima (C). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Iringa

THE Ocean Road Cancer Institute (ORCI) in collaboration 
with the Iringa regional referral hospital expect to reach 
between 600 and 800 people in Iringa region for various 
cancer screening services in the ongoing screening 
campaign at the referral facility.

ORCI cancer research unit manager Dr Maguha Stephano 
told reporters in Iringa yesterday that the institute will be 
in the region for three days to provide cancer screening 
services to the public at no cost.

The manager appealed to residents of Iringa Region to 
turn out in big numbers to access various cancer screening 
services offered in the course of three days.

Dr Maguha said that the institute has to go to different 
parts of the country to be able to provide people with cancer 
screening services to identify early stages of cancer as well 
as to reach more people.

She said that these are outreach services to reduce the 
cost of going to Ocean Road Cancer Institute for cancer 
screening services.

“We as a government institution we’ve come to provide 
these diagnostic services, we also provide education and 
encourage citizens to have a culture of checking their 
health,” she said, calling Tanzanians to develop a habit of 
having a medical check-ups regularly.

The specialists have camped at the Iringa Regional 
Referral Hospital for cancer screening, whereby they 
conduct various cancer screening such as cervical, breast 
and prostate cancer.  

By Guardian Reporter

THE Controller and Auditor General 
(CAG) report has unveiled that two 
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft 
recorded losses worth 23.6bn/- despite 
Air Tanzania Company Limited (ATCL) 
cutting its loses from 60.2bn/- to 
36.5bn/- in 2020-2021.

ATCL is among 42 government 
entities that recorded losses or 
overspent in two consecutive years 
thus becoming one of the corporations 
that cannot pay debts within a short 
period of time.

On Tuesday, CAG Charles Kichere 
made the 2020/21 financial year 
reports public, revealing that despite 
the loses since ATCL was reformed 
in 2016/17, management continues to 
improve its operations annually.

He said the consecutive loses were 
due to low revenue from each of the 
nine aircraft compared to its operating 
costs. As of June 2021 the company had 
two Boeing (B787), four Bombardier 
Q400, two Airbus A220 and one 
Bombadier Dash-8 Q300. 

“Bombardier-8 Q400 operated at a 
profit of  12.26 billion/- and Airbus-A220 
Sh12.09 billion for the year that 
ended June 2021. Operational costs of 
Boeing-B787 exceeded revenue and 

resulted into loses of  23.61 billion/-, 
Bombardier Dash-8 Q300 has been 
grounded for more than three years 
due to maintenance,“ he said.

He added: “The high level of 
expenditure on non-profitable 
organisations was due to a lack of 
government subsidies and a lack of 
other sources of revenue. The loss 
in public entities was due to loses on 
investment made, poor performance 
of the agencies concerned, and poor 
control of revenue and expenditure.”

He however, said poor performance 
of Boeing was due to low number of 
passengers and cargo, but also fewer 
routes than the targeted number.

According to him , most of routes 
planned in 2020/21 were cancelled 
due to low number of passengers that 
was caused by the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” CAG Kichere told 
reporters in Dodoma.

Recently, the ATCL managing 
director Ladislaus Matindi was 
quoted as saying the loss decreased 
after they decided to venture into 
chartered flights and transportation 
of cargo.

“Currently the business is doing well, 
we expect to grow further. We expect 
to increase the use of our aircraft to 
reduce and cut loses.”

ATCL improves despite 
loses pilling, says CAG

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Tanzania Electric Supply Company Limited  
(TANESCO) is working hard to  increase production  of 
electricity  in the country by among others, engaging private 
investors for wind project in Singida to increase electricity 
in the national grid, the House was told yesterday.

Deputy minister for Energy, Stephen Byabato told the 
lawmakers that the government through TANESCO is doing 
everything possible to increase power production.

He made the statement in response to a question by   
Special Seats MP, Jesca Kishoa who had wanted to know 
when wind project for production of electricity in Singida 
would commence.

Byabato  said one of the projects is that of privately owned 
company, Upepo Energy, in Singida  whose negotiations to 
sell 50 MW  to the  national power utility are still going on.

He named other projects as   30WG under implementation 
by GEO Wind at Kititimo area in Singida Urban council 
where negotiations between investor and funder, Green 
Climate Fund(GCF) are still going on.

He also named another project to produce 100 MW, being 
implemented in partnership between TANESCO and   Abu 
Dhabi company (Masdar) at Ikungi in Ikungi district council, 
whose feasibility study is ongoing.

The deputy minister told the parliament that 
implementation of the  projected is expected to be 
completed  between  2023 and 2027.

TANESCO to engage 
private investors 
to increase power 
production - minister  

ORCI experts camp 
in Iringa region for 3 
days cancer screening

...the government through TANESCO is doing every-
thing possible to increase power production
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has stated that 
the long term strategy to control 
destruction  of water sources is by 
empowering basin water boards   to 
implement conservation plans at all 
water catchments   in all the basins.

Deputy minister for Water Eng 
Maryprisca Mahundi made the 
remarks in the House yesterday while 
responding to a question from Special 
Seats MP, Dr Christine Ishengoma 
(CCM).

In her main question, the lawmaker 
had wanted to know what the 
government was doing in order to 
protect water sources in Morogoro 
municipality, noting that human 
activity threatens most of them.

The deputy minister explained 
that one of the duties in management 
of water resources is to control 
destruction  at water sources at all 
times.

“The government continues with the 
process to identify all water sources, 
demarcate them and announce 
them as conservation areas” she said, 

adding that by December, 2021, Mindu 
Dam was announced as one of the 
conservation areas.

At the same time, she  aid seven 
communities of water users are 
engaged in protection  of water 
sources and also some ten sports clubs 
comprising school students have been 
participating in sharing knowledge on 
the matter to the community.

 She added that up to March, 2022, a 
total of 96,500 trees have been planted 
in some of the water catchment areas 
and also stressed on the need for 
water basins, including Wami-Ruvu to 
strengthen protection.

The deputy sated that the protection 
plan has identified areas to be 
demarcated for conservation as water 
sources. Other matters to be done in 
the areas, she said include planting of 
trees, planned agricultural activities, 
reclamation of the damaged areas and 
control of draining  dirty water .

‘Empower basin Water 
Boards to implement 
conservation plans’

Diamond Trust Bank staff members pose for souvenir photo after taking part in the “Run4Autism” 
marathon event that took place over the weekend in Dar es Salaam. The event was organised 
by Lukiza Autism Foundation to raise funds in support of Children with autism and create public 
awareness of the disease in the society. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

THE government in collaboration with SOS Children’s 
Villages is set to implement   4bn/- project to support and 
control children living   or working on streets in Dar es 
Salaam.

SOS Children Village National Director, David Mulongo 
unveiled this when speaking on the updates of what entailed 
in the task force’s recommendations on how the children 
will be accommodated.

The team was formed recently by the Community 
Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups minister 
Dr Dorothy Gwajima.

Mulongo, who is also a chairman of the taskforce noted 
that a concept paper detailed with resolutions  had already  
been presented to the ministry of which the general 
implementation will need 4bn/-.

“We’re waiting for the minister’s endorsement for the 
project to kick off,” he stressed.

According to him, one of the project strategies is to involve 
some businessmen, security agencies, municipal officials, 
education stakeholders, local government leaders, spiritual 
leaders, and bus terminal officials.

“It’s in places like bridges, bus terminals, homesteads, 
churches where we meet these children therefore as a team 
we saw leaders can play a key role to control the wave of 
children living and working in streets,” he said.

He added: “The process will also involve the construction 
of home centers purposely for habitation.”

Other resolutions include having 20 hectares of land for 
the construction of vocational training institutions and 
agriculture activities in Kigamboni area. “This will make 
children have their own choices of what they want,” he said.

 The idea is to start with Dar es Salaam as the pilot and 
rollout in other upcountry regions Morogoro, Dodoma, 
Arusha, Mwanza and Mbeya.

Mulongo appreciated the government’s decision to 
specifically come with a new ministry targeting the special 
group, underlining that the community needs to know that 
children are tomorrow’s future and therefore they deserve 
all love platforms.

Govt, SOS Children’s 
Villages to implement  
project to support and 
control children living 
or working on streets

“The government continues with the 
process to identify all water sources, 
demarcate them and announce 
them as conservation areas”

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

JENISTA Mhagama, minister of State in the President’s 
Office (Public Service Management) has instructed the 
Prevention, and Combating of Corruption Bureau (PCCB) 
to work together with the Zanzibar Economic Crimes Act 
(ZAECA) in the fight against corruption so as to build a 
country of ethics.  

Mhagama gave the instructions here on Monday as she 
spoke to PCCB workers and staff and a delegation from 
ZAECA during the latter’s visit to her office for introduction. 

She said the cooperation she wants should concentrate 
in building up and strengthening PCCB and ZAECA work 
performance to attain positive achievements in the fight 
against corruption.

“I request the cooperation to involve exchange of 
experience in regard to investigations on acts of corruption, 
case proceedings and the prevention of corruption,” she 
added.

She explained that collaboration in fighting corruption is 
unavoidable as the acts of corruption is a crosscutting issue 
in the country even though there some differences in laws 
governing corruption on both parts of the Union.

She added that it is necessary to have joint strategies that 
would enable the nation to wage war on corruption.

For his part, ZAECA director general, ACP Ahmed 
Makarani said he has received the   instructions and pledged 
to abide by them in their duty performance in their day to 
day activities in the war against corruption. 

PCCB and ZAECA told to 
collaborate in war against 
corruption, says minister

I request the cooperation to 
involve exchange of experience 
in regard to investigations 
on acts of corruption, 
case proceedings and the 
prevention of corruption
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By Felister Peter, Dodoma

NGORONGORO MP, Emmanuel Ole 
Shangai has claimed that the government 
has suspended implementation of a 
number of development projects in 
the controversial area such as health 
centres, schools and water wells.

Ole Shangai made the complaints 
in the National Assembly when 
contributing to the Prime Minister’s 
Office budget estimates, claiming that 
authorities are now putting more 
services in Handeni District, Tanga 
Region where they are supposed to be 
relocated.

He said: “Dispensaries and health 
centres in the area have no essential 
drugs, thus forcing them to seek medical 
treatment in Karatu, Manyara Region.”

“The government is purposely 
derailing development at Ngorongoro; 
these people are being punished for 
choosing to continue staying at the 
reserve area,” the MP claimed, noting 

that even the ongoing postcode project 
has by-passed the area.

Ole Shangai called upon the 
government to consider provision of 
crucial social services to the residents 
because they have lived at the area for 
years, alleging that what is currently 
going on at the area is meant to torture 
the residents who have opted to stay at 
the conservation zone.

In his response, Deputy Minister 
for Communication and information 
Technology, Methew Kundo assured 
the MP that the postcode project which 
is now implemented throughout the 
country will not by-pass any place, and 
that the government is planning to 
construct 20 communication towers at 
the Ngorongoro.

Minister for Water, Jumaa Aweso said: 
“We have not received any directives 
from the government to suspend 
implementation of water projects at the 
Ngorongoro. We are currently executing 
a number of water projects including 

construction of deep water wells.”
Deputy Health Minister, Godwin 

Mollel said the government has received 
321m/- from the Global Fund which will 
be used for implementation of projects 
at the area.

In his response on the matter, 
Minister of State in the Office of the 
President - Regional Administration and 
Local Government (RALG), Innocent 
Bashungwa said the government is 
determined to ensure development to 
the people of Ngorongoro. He said: “We 
have allocated funds in the 2022/2023 
budget for development projects in 
the Ngorongoro. All is set to ensure the 
projects are executed accordingly.”

The government allows the Maasai to 
live in the protected area together with 
wildlife, but it recently raised alarm 
over increasing population, settlement, 
livestock and human activities that 
threaten the sustainability of the area 
listed by UNESCO as one of its World 
Heritage Site.

MP queries govt on  suspended implementation 
of development projects in Ngorongoro District
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

I
N the past few days big headlines 
in the country’s media and 
social networks – including this 
paper’s lead story yesterday – 

were about the characteristic grim side 
in the establishment – how a handful of 
influential people are stealing citizens’ 
money left, right and centre, depriving 
them of quality basic social services 
- education, health and water, and no 
one seems to care.

The big story was the Controller and 
Auditor General Report for 2020/21 
Financial year that was tabled in 
Parliament on Tuesday. 

As is routine – since times 
immemorial – CAG reports have been 
displays of what is outrageously amiss 
in the nation’s official accounting 
system and for the government 
becoming deaf about it. 

It would be accurate to say it is the 
greatest display of the rot that tells 
much about the country’s difficult 
drive in poverty eradication as well as 
the rampant corruption in officialdom.

hence to merely say the report is 
a grim side in the establishment’s 
over six-decade history is perhaps an 
understatement – but its playing deaf 
on the shenanigans going on without 
relent borders the inconceivable.

The report details many cases 
of negligence on the part of public 
officials in financial management 
and accountability resulting in loss of 
public funds, pilferage through shoddy 
contracts, outright embezzlement and 
thievery by officials and sheer lethargy 
on the part of management.

For example, the latest CAG Report 
faulted the government over delayed 
implementation of the Julius Nyerere 
hydropower Project ( JNhPP) which 
was to be more or less completed end 

of October last year but was just around 
halfway due to a number of factors, 
where the outbreak of COVID-19 was 
just one reason.

Also, frequent power cuts at the 
JNhPP area from January to October 
2020 led to TANESCO paying the 
contractor a fine of $8.53m equivalent 
to 19.51bn/-, the Report states.

It also includes the weird – that audits 
conducted at the National health 
Insurance Fund (NhIF) showed that 731 
male members went through cesarean 
section (C-section) in delivering babies.

It is in fact shocking to see that 
misuse of public funds was deep 
rooted in a government vowing zero 
tolerance of corruption.

Many hold the view that in order 
to tame the rampant wastage of 
taxpayers’ money, the government 
must shift from depending on “strong 
personalities” to fight corruption in 
favour of strengthening institutions of 
governance.

For many decades repeated calls 
were being made to have the annual 
reports used to hold accountable those 
found to have abused their powers and 
caused the government losses running 
into billions of shillings, with some 
calling for outright court action against 
the culprits.

The latest CAG Report is the 
last one that covered the Phase V 
administration, that as stated had 
vowed zero tolerance to corruption, 
but Tanzanians are yet to see the results 
of that pledge, instead business we still 
see business-as-usual, happy-go-lucky 
style of public resource management.

We are therefore reminding that 
something has to be done if merely to 
show that the current administration is 
in reality different to its predecessors.

Time to stop the endless 
financial mismanagement 

Progress being made in peace 
drive in Eastern Africa region

S
uBTLE developments 
over the past week or so in 
several countries within the 
proximity of the East African 

Community show that progress is 
being made in the quest to solve 
conflicts that have eluded negotiators 
for decades. The reason we all hope it 
goes well is that we are concerned as 
members of the EAC, in which case 
developments in South Sudan or the 
Democratic Republic of Congo are of 
relevance to us. We are also members 
of the Southern Africa Development 
Community and thus developments 
relating to Mozambique are of 
relevance, outside unique historical 
proximity we have with neighbours.

In South Sudan it appears that 
there is will to lay down arms and 
put up workable structures where 
the split Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) could form a more 
cohesive government. Less progress 
is apparent in Somalia, which is 
outside the purview of the EAC but 
all developments there are keenly 
followed as a restive situation there 
fuels itinerant groups ready to receive 
weapons and cash to waylay the peace 
in the coastal zone in particular. Wars 
of cattle rustlers seek the dignity garb 
of religion.

The DRC is another area with some 
promising developments, as reports 
say the M23 group with close links to 
intelligence organs in nearby countries 
– as indeed are all the other guerrilla 
groups in a wide stretch of its eastern 
side – were pulling back to their old 
positions before the recent flare up.  
The usual combination of a military 
onslaught and political ‘jaw jaw’ is being 
followed by the national authorities, as 

the zone has for some months been 
placed under military governors. It is 
unclear if there is a rational possibility 
of accords being reached outside an 
eponymous outright military clean up 
of the area.

There appears to be significant 
differences in the nature of the 
movements that disrupt the peace in 
some neighbouring countries, between 
totally homegrown terrorist threats 
like in Somalia, or outright invaders as 
in northern Mozambique, while in DRC 
there is a mixture of local uprisings 
and links with strategic interest with 
next door power holders. That is why 
the fact of belonging to the EAC and 
needing to clear up trade arrangements 
and cross border movements for local 
residents could help speed up the 
process, if other leaders confront some 
of their colleagues with ‘can you stop 
this, would you, sir?’ as it could work.

Some demands of rebel groups may 
require broad based resettlement 
arrangements like compensating them 
for laying down arms to that they can 
start elsewhere. 

They themselves demand to be 
integrated with the DRC armed forces 
but that risks bloating the army and 
having fighters whose loyalties are not 
to the command centre but auxiliary 
commanders when they are also 
integrated. In South Sudan that is 
more or less unavoidable despite that 
a selection mechanism can help, while 
compensating others to return to 
civilian life. But meanwhile economic 
reforms are needed to make it easy to 
transit to civilian life, without stresses 
as to success, since wishing to be 
integrated in the army is just social 
security, not more.

By Qu Dongyu

T
hE 32nd session of the 
FAO regional conference 
for Africa is being held in 
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, 

from 11 to 14 April 2022.
A promising transformation has 

already started in Africa’s farmlands. 
Family farmers are increasingly 
using innovative approaches and 
scientific research, combined with 
traditional knowledge, to increase the 
productivity of their fields, diversify 
their crops, boost their nutrition, and 
build climate resilience.

This shift can go much further with 
the addition of digital tools, increased 
links to markets, and greater efficiency 
along agrifood chains, especially if the 
private sector and national policies 
also support the effort.

The Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the united Nations 
(FAO), along with a broad range of 
partners, is working to promote the 
African continent to make Africa’s 
agrifood systems more efficient, more 
inclusive, more resilient, and more 
sustainable.

For this transformation to be 
achieved, African countries must be in 
the driver’s seat.

From 11 to 14 April 2022, 
representatives from more than 50 
African countries will come together 
at the 32nd Session of the FAO 
Regional Conference for Africa in 
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, to define 
regional priorities for agrifood systems 
transformation on the continent.

The conference  comes at a time 
when 281 million people in Africa 
do not have enough food to eat each 
day, nearly three-quarters of the 
African population cannot afford 
nutritious food, and drought threatens 
lives and livelihoods in the horn of 
Africa. Meanwhile, countries are still 
grappling with the economic effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Like the tall ceiba tree on Equatorial 
Guinea’s national flag, which grows 
around the island of Malabo, we too 
must stand tall in the face of Africa’s 
many simultaneous and overlapping 
challenges. They will hold the four-day 
high-level meeting in the same venue 
where leaders of the African union 
member countries first committed 
to transform the African agriculture 
sector to end hunger in Africa by 2025.

Time is running out. Without 
extraordinary efforts by every African 
country, it will be difficult to meet 
these aspirations and the targets of 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).

Digitalisation and the African 
Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) can be game changers in 
this extraordinary effort. At FAO, we 

see digitalization as a core element of 
rural development. Our 1000 Digital 
Villages initiative is currently being 
piloted in seven African countries. 
It aims to equip communities with 
digital tools and services to fast-track 
rural transformation and wellbeing. 
Through this initiative, FAO has 
already supported countries in using 
digital tools to create electronic land 
registries and apps for pest and disease 
management, including extension 
services reaching the last mile farmers.

In the same way, the AfCFTA can 
radically transform Africa’s rural 
prosperity. This regional single market, 
covering 1.2 billion consumers, is a 
major opportunity to boost economic 
growth, reduce poverty, and broaden 
economic inclusion. Swift national 
implementation, taking into account 
women and youth, will see this 
opportunity benefit all.

Indeed, African countries already 
have a suite of instruments to speed 
up transformation of agrifood systems 
and rural development. Chief among 
them is the Comprehensive African 
Agricultural Development Programme 
(CAADP) -- the continent-wide initiative 
led by African countries to end 
hunger and reduce poverty through 
agricultural development.

I welcome the African countries’ 
recent renewed commitment to 
accelerate CAADP implementation 
towards achieving the Malabo 
commitments. FAO stands ready 
to support this work, including 
strengthening the quality of data used 
to measure progress as part of the 
CAADP biennial review.

Other existing instruments to 
accelerate progress include the 
Programme for Infrastructure 
Development in Africa (PIDA), which 
provides a common framework 
for African stakeholders to build 
integrated infrastructure to boost 
trade and jobs; the African union 
Climate Change Strategy that aims at 
achieving the Agenda 2063 Vision by 
building the resilience of the continent 
to the negative impacts of climate 
change; the Science Technology 
Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA), 
which can have enormous benefits for 
agriculture; and Boosting Intra African 
Trade to make trade a development 
driver.

African ownership and African 
leadership in all of these is vital.

These issues and more were at 
the core of the 32nd Session of the 
FAO Regional Conference for Africa. 
Ministerial roundtables  will focus  on 
the policy priorities needed to address 
and mitigate the impacts of COVID-19 
on African agrifood systems; investing 
in ecosystem restoration in Africa 
for agrifood systems transformation; 
promoting trade and investment under 
the AfCFTA; and ensuring that women, 
youth, and rural farmers are included 
in the continent’s agrifood systems.

   I invite  policy makers, civil society 
organisations, research institutions, 
the private sector, donor partners, and 
all stakeholders interested in Africa’s 
transformation by innovation in 
agriculture  to  follow  the proceedings.

underpinning the discussions will 
be the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-
31, which supports the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and sets 
out our roadmap for achieving the 
Four Betters: better production, better 
nutrition, a better environment, and a 
better life for all, leaving no one behind.

Central to delivering on these 
objectives are FAO’s flagship initiatives, 
such as the hand-in-hand Initiative, 
which identifies gaps in rural 
transformation and matches countries 
with partners to deliver tangible 
results. It is supported by a geospatial 
data platform powered by FAO’s wealth 
of data on key sectors.

So far, 27 African countries have 
joined this global initiative. I encourage 
more countries in Africa to take 
part and benefit from this unique 
opportunity.

FAO also has recently launched the 
One Country One Priority Product 
initiative in Africa to support countries 
in developing sustainable value chains 
and reaching new markets.

Our new Green Cities Initiative, 
which integrates urban forestry and 
agriculture into local planning, is 
underway in several African cities. This 
makes for more sustainable cities and 
shorter routes for nutritious food to 
reach markets. All these initiatives are 
country-driven and country-owned, 
highlighting that action at the country 
level is critical.

Together we can transform Africa’s 
agriculture to achieve The Africa We 
Want.

 
Qu Dongyu is the Director-

General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations 
(FAO)

Africa’s new harvest: To Transform agriculture,
we must speed up innovations and collaboration

Through an FAO project teaching conservation agriculture, this Kenyan farmer is acquiring know-how that will help her 
better cope with droughts and other shocks.
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T
he United Na-
tions Population 
Fund recently 
released the 

2022 State of World Popu-
lation report. It highlights 
that almost half of all preg-
nancies between 2015 and 
2019 were unintended. That 
amounts to roughly 121 mil-
lion unintended pregnan-
cies each year.

 Unintended pregnancy 
is defined as pregnancy 
among women who were 
not planning to have any 
(more) children. This in-
cludes pregnancies that oc-
curred earlier than desired. 
The report also says over 
60% of unintended preg-
nancies end in abortion. 
And 45% of all abortions 
performed globally are un-
safe. About 7 million women 
a year are hospitalised as a 
result.

Up to 257 million women 
who want to avoid pregnan-
cy are not using safe, mod-
ern contraception methods. 
And about a quarter of all 
women are not able to say 
no to sex.

A closer look at regional 
estimates shows how far be-
hind African countries are in 
preventing these unplanned 
pregnancies and protecting 
the reproductive rights of 
women and girls. While the 
global rate of unintended 
pregnancies in Europe and 
North America was 35 per 
1,000 women aged 15 to 49, 
in sub-Saharan Africa it was 
91 per 1,000 women. Within 
the region it ranged from 49 
in Niger to 145 in Uganda.

The drivers of unintended 
pregnancies in sub-Saharan 
Africa are complex and op-
erate at individual, house-
hold, community and policy 
levels. Understanding them 
is important to develop poli-
cies and effective interven-
tions to reduce unintended 
pregnancies and unsafe 
abortion in the region.

In my view, based on re-
search done in a number of 
African countries, the high 
rate of adolescent child-
bearing in Africa could be 
the main factor contributing 
to the stark regional differ-
ences reported.

Drivers of unintended 
pregnancy

At the individual level, 
poverty, lack of autonomy 
and low education attain-
ment limit women’s and 
girls’ access to accurate con-
traceptive information and 
services. Some women and 
girls simply cannot afford 
to pay for contraceptives. 
In places where contracep-
tives are freely available, 
some women lack accurate 
knowledge of them and how 
they work.

In some settings, people 
interpret religion as pro-
hibiting contraceptive use. 
They use religion to deny 
young people accurate 
contraceptive information. 
When women and girls lack 
access to accurate contra-
ceptive information and ser-
vices, their risk of unintend-
ed pregnancy increases.

In a study conducted by 
the African Population and 
Health Research Center, 
adolescent girls in Kenya 
told us they got pregnant be-
cause they were young and 
naive about relationships 
and contraceptives. Some 
of them had to exchange sex 
for their basic needs. Oth-
ers were sexually violated. 

Because they did not seek 
care in clinics or know about 
emergency contraception, 
they were vulnerable to un-
intended pregnancy. Some 
had dropped out of school.

At household level, par-
ents seldom communicate 
well about methods of pre-
venting pregnancy. Where 
they do talk about it, they 
focus on abstinence rather 
than contraceptives, and 
they sometimes use fear 
tactics. Another household 
driver is insufficient finan-
cial support from the family, 
pushing girls into transac-
tional relationships.

Quality contraceptive ser-
vices consist of accurate and 
sensitive counselling, a wide 
range of options, and well 
trained providers. Research 
has shown that in commu-
nities where such services 
are available and accessible, 
more women and girls are 
able to plan their pregnan-
cies.

However, access to qual-
ity services is lacking in 
many African communities. 
Stock-outs remain a prob-
lem for family planning 
programmes. The COVID-19 
pandemic also disrupted 
the supply of contraceptives 
and services.

Unintended pregnan-
cies are far higher in gen-
der unequal communities 
and countries compared to 
more gender equal coun-
tries. Sociocultural norms 
sometimes discourage 
women and girls from ex-
ercising their choice to use 
contraceptives, including 
condoms.

Policy and legal con-
straints continue to limit 
access to comprehensive 
sexuality education and 
safe abortion in most Afri-
can countries. Most African 
countries offer students 
some sexuality education 
in response to the HIV epi-
demic. But what they offer is 
far from comprehensive and 
is mostly abstinence-based.

The global gag rule rein-
stated by the Trump admin-
istration also limited access 
to family planning. This is a 
US federal policy that pro-
hibited foreign nongovern-
mental organisations that 
received US international 
family planning assistance 
from using their own, non-
US funds to support abor-
tion services in any way.

Many countries in Africa 
depend on donor funds for 
their family planning pro-
grammes. The global gag 
rule meant a significant re-
duction in funding for pro-
grammes and clinics provid-
ing access to contraceptives 
for millions of women in 
Africa. Some programmes 
and clinics had to close or 
downsize.

The relationship between 
social and economic devel-
opment and unintended 
pregnancy goes both ways. 
When women and girls are 
not empowered or lack au-
tonomy, they are less likely 
to use contraceptives. They 
are prone to unintended 
pregnancy.

Unintended pregnancy, 
especially among young 
people, can be disempower-
ing. It can prevent girls and 
young women from getting 
the education and skills 
they need to improve their 
economic prospects and 
productivity. Breaking this 
cycle of early unintended 
pregnancy is critical to real-
ising socio-economic devel-
opment in Africa.

Unintended pregnancy 
rates highest in Africa: 
A Look at the complex 
reasons - UN report
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School meal programs getting back on 
track in Central America, despite hurdles

 ZARAGOZA, El Salvador

A 
group of preschool 
students enthusiastically 
planted cucumbers and 
other vegetables in their 

small school garden in southern El 
Salvador, a sign that school feeding 
programs are being revived as the 
world emerges from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Although the impacts of 
coronavirus are still being 
felt, schools in Latin America, 
particularly in Central America, 
have reopened their doors to on-site 
and blended learning classes.

Gradually, important components 
of school meal programs, such as 
vegetable gardens, have begun to 
come back to life.

“Does anyone know what plant 
this is?” teacher Sandra Peña, 36, 
asked the small group of children 
who had followed her, in line, to 
the small vegetable garden at the 
El Zaite Children’s Center, located 

Preschool students 
stand in a section of 
the garden at the El 
Zaite Children’s Cent-
er, where teacher 
Sandra Peña teaches 
them the importance 
of healthy eating and 
the advantages of 
having a vegetable 
garden, in El Zaite, a 
poor neighborhood 
near Zaragoza, in the 
southern Salvadoran 
department of La 
Libertad. CREDIT: 
Edgardo Ayala/IPS

on the outskirts of Zaragoza, a city in the department of La 
Libertad in southern El Salvador.

The children responded loudly: “tomato!”, while pointing 
to a tomato bush, which was already showing some yellow 
flowers.

With difficulties, because coronavirus hasn’t gone away, 
schools in Central America are making efforts to continue 
the school feeding programs, which were making good 
progress before the pandemic.

According to the united Nations food and Agriculture 
Organization (fAO), these programs benefit 85 million 
students in Latin America and the Caribbean. Moreover, for 
nearly 10 million children, they are one of the main reliable 
sources of food received each day.

“Students are returning to classes, in a context that is 
not yet back to normal, but they are gradually returning,” 
Najla Veloso, an expert with the Brazil-fAO International 
Cooperation Program, told IPS from Brasilia.

As a result of this cooperation, at the beginning of the 
pandemic, in 2020, several Latin American and Caribbean 
countries carried out joint actions to keep school feeding 
programs active, as part of the Sustainable School feeding 
Network (raes).

These nations were Belize, Dominican republic, El 
Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Peru, 
Paraguay, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

raes was created by the Brazilian government in 2018, 
as part of the uN Decade of Action on Nutrition (2016-
2025), in order to support countries in the region in the 
implementation and reformulation of school feeding 
programs, based on access and guaranteeing the right to an 
adequate diet.

The challenges continue
When the pandemic hit and schools were closed, activity 

in school gardens and the kitchens where food was prepared 
ground to a halt. That meant strategies had to be devised to 
make sure the students had food – not in the schools, but in 
the homes of families who were under lockdown to curb the 
spread of the virus.

The stopgap solution was to take non-perishable food to 
the students’ homes, because meals were not being cooked 
in the schools.

The fAO expert pointed out that Guatemala and El 
Salvador did a good job in this regard and, in general, all the 
Central American countries made an effort to keep their 
students fed.

“Some countries had to change their laws, because food 
could only legally be given to students, and with the schools 
closed they could no longer deliver it to them, and they 
had to give it to fathers, mothers and the families,” Veloso 
explained.

The logistics of an already complex program had to be 
expanded greatly, with components such as local purchases, 
which involved coordinating the purchase of legumes, 
grains, vegetables, fruits and other products that were part 
of the school menus from local farmers.

In some cases, seed kits and farming tools were also 
provided so that families could plant vegetables in their 
home gardens, since the school gardens were no longer 
functioning.

Now that in most of the seven Central American countries 
schools are open again with a mixture of online and face-to-
face learning, food is no longer taken to students’ homes, but 
rather parents come to the schools to pick up the products.

In the case of El Salvador, the Ministry of Education has 
invested, for the school year that began in January and 
ends in November, more than 10 million dollars for the 
food program to serve more than one million students 
nationwide, in 5128 public schools.

In this Central American nation of 6.7 million people, two 
food baskets have begun to be delivered, one containing a 1.1 
kilogram bag of corn cereal for breakfast and seven liters of 
uHT liquid milk, while the other contains rice, beans, sugar, 
oil, powdered milk and a vitamin-fortified drink.

When IPS visited, parents and teachers at the school in 
the canton of San Isidro, in the municipality of Izalco in the 
western department of Sonsonate, were in the process of 
quarterly delivery of the baskets of items, which for now is 
replacing the serving of meals at public schools.

“We have had to manage to get by during the pandemic, 
and now we are gradually getting the vegetable garden 
going again, for example,” said Manuel Guerrero, the school 
principal.

The school in San Isidro, which has been semi-open since 
2021, serves 1,500 elementary and middle school students.

“Teachers are already working with the students in the 
gardens to make up for lost time,” added the 57-year-old 
principal.

Before the pandemic, they grew tomatoes, green 
peppers, yucca, cabbage and a local plant known as chipilín 
(Crotalaria longirostrata), whose leaves are added to soups 
for their high vitamin content.

“from our experience, and because I have visited many 
schools, I would say that the idea of school gardens has been 
well assimilated from the beginning, and that is why we 
must work hard to maintain it,” Guerrero added.

A state-of-the-art preschool
At the El Zaite Children’s Center, activities in the kitchen 

are back in full swing, although not as they were prior to the 
pandemic, when the cook, Dinora Gómez, took great care to 
ensure that the menus were to the children’s liking.

Somewhat nostalgically she reminisced to IPS about those 
days when she toiled away over pots and pans.

“for example, for lunch, I would make them a vegetable 
mince, with soy meat, tomato sauce and rice,” said Gómez, 
50. Other times it was lentil soups and other vegetables.

for breakfast, “I would make scrambled eggs, fried beans 
and plantains,” she added.

Non-perishable food packages donated by Convoy of 
Hope, an evangelical organization, are also distributed to 
the students’ families.
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 By Guardian Correspondent, Vigwaza

RESIDENTS of Kwedihungo in Vigwaza Ward, Kibaha 
District, Coast Region have asked the government to come 
up with a strategy that will make the Dar es Salaam Water 
and Sewerage Authority (DAWASA) supply them with clean 
and safe water.

They said that the move will free them from water woes 
they have been facing for years, taking into account that 
they now buy a 20 liter of water at 500/-, which most of 
them cannot afford.

One of the residents Juma Mlasa said that water for them 
has been a a nightmare to their social-development activities 
due to the use of time and cost to get it which however does 
not meet the demand.

Juma said women in the village are forced to walk more 
than four kilometers to fetch water at a kiosk located  at 
Buyuni area.

Another Kwedihungo resident Marlian Ismail also said the 
water problem they have been reporting to their leaders 
from time to time but it has not yet been resolved as so far 
they are following it away from where they live.

“The people of our neighborhood are living in poverty 
and so many of them cannot afford to buy water every day,” 
she said, adding: “Water is life. Nothing you can do without 
water, let’s government do it can to assist these people.”

According to Marlian, there are people who are forced to 
use stagnated water in ponds  which is not safe, but they are 
to use it due to the absence of reliable water sources.

Last month, President Samia Suluhu Hassani launched 
the Mlandizi-Mboga water project which is being built 
by DAWASA with two major Msoga stations and another 
Vigwaza.

At the launch, President Samia pumped in 500m/- for the 
supply of water to the public to reduce the existing nuisance 
of water compliance at stations (kiosks) some of which are 
far from human settlements.

Kwedihungo demands piped 
clean and safe water supply

NEWS fEATuRES

 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

SMALLHOLDER farmers have been urged to promote 
usage of use of local seeds varieties and organic fertilizer, 
which have proved to preserve soil fertility as well as in 
helping them to negate the effects of climate change.

Member farmers from the Rural Women farmers forum 
(RWff) observed that they have been recycling landrace 
seeds for more than 25 years now, and the crop yields are 
impressive.

“In recent years, we have seen the government 
concentrating seriously to promote use of hybrid seeds, 
but according to our experience the seeds (improved) have 
some environmental challenges and thus it is better for the 
government to promote local seeds varieties,” said Amina 
Senge, the president of RWff.

Another farmer, Pili Mohamed, challenged the 
government to be vigilant because too much use of hybrid 
seeds varieties might end-up distorting the good future of 
the country’s agriculture sector.

“If the goal is to improve production and productivity, the 
government should make sure farmers are just abiding to 
recommended agronomic practices, but not deter from use 
of local seeds. Local seed varieties have potential when it 
comes to drought and disease, compared to improved ones, 
and above all they’re environmentally friendly,” she urged.

The farmers’ plea surfaced at the time when statistics 
at the ministry of agriculture depict poor adoption of 
improvements among local farmers.

A senior agriculture officer from the crops development 
department at the ministry of agriculture, Samson Poneja, 
said the government has strived and succeeded to increase 
production and availability of improved and Open Pollinated 
Varieties (OPV) seeds.

But he observed that the seeds are however being 
underutilized as most of the local farmers are still hesitant 
to adopt the seeds.

“Contrary to the past years, availability and accessibility 
of improved seed varieties in the country has currently 
increased to an impressive tune, but it’s discouraging that 
most of the farmers are yet to adopt the certified varieties,” 
he observed.

He added that the parent ministry was working closely 
with potential seed investors, including the Tanzania Seed 
Trade Association (TASTA) to push for increased product 
and availability of crop varieties, the development which 
will automatically help to reduce prices of seed.

“The government’s chief focus is to discourage seed 
importation trends and ensure local farmers are getting 
certified varieties at affordable prices,” he expressed.

Poneja observed that the country’s seed demand was 
standing at 187,000 tons annually, saying what was being 
produced was however low, at least 70,000 tons.

“Despite the tall existing gap in meeting the country’s 
actual annual seed demand, the current seed being 
produced (70,000 tones) are underutilized by the farmers, 
hence we keep on experiencing seed’s carryover in each 
year,” he stated.

To help improve the situation, he expressed that the 
ministry of agriculture has embarked on a program to 
educate and sensitize the farmers over the importance of 
applying use of improved varieties.

Smallholder farmers 
urged to venture into 
use of landrace seeds 
and organic fertiliser
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Kenya’s ticking bomb as unemployed 
youth lured into traffickers’ dens-report

Traffickers target 
unemployed youth in 
Kenya. While the gov-
ernment is working 
to combat this crime, 
COVID-19 impacted 
their efforts. Here 
a police officer is in 
discussion with a 
community policing 
committee that works 
together to combat 
criminal activities, 
like trafficking. 
Credit: Joyce Chimbi/
IPS

Nairobi, KeNya,

A
hmed Bakari’s 
ill-fated journey 
to ‘greener pas-
tures’ started 

with a social media private 
message from a stranger 
back in 2017. The message 
said an international NGO 
was recruiting teachers and 
translators to work in Soma-
lia.

“I graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in Communica-
tion in 2013. Other than for 
the odd job here and there, 
I was mostly unemployed,” 
Bakari tells IPS.

“My mother raised five 
of us single-handedly, and I 
was her hope. Taking loans 
to put me through univer-
sity, but it was all amounting 
to nothing.”

With a starting salary of 
$500 and additional food 

and housing allowances, 
Bakari had no dilemma – he 
was going to Somalia.

Growing up in Lamu, a 
small group of islands situ-
ated on Kenya’s northern 
coastline, he knew that So-
malia was not far from the 
border, and the journey 
there was uneventful.

upon arrival in Somalia, 
he says, the unexpected 
happened. Bakari was taken 
to a house where he cooked 
and cleaned for between 10 
to 20 men – without pay.

“I do not know what was 
going on in that house be-
cause they would come in 
and go at all hours. I lived 
under lock and key for one 
year. One day there was a 
disagreement among them, 
and a fight broke out. Dur-
ing the chaos, I found my 
chance to leave the house,” 
he recounts.

“I remained in Somalia 
for another six weeks until 
somebody helped me get to 
the Dadaab border. I crossed 
over into Kenya like a refu-
gee because I was afraid of 
telling my story.”

Young people in Nairobi 
and Kenya’s coastal regions 
are particularly vulnerable 
to human trafficking into 
Somalia. Despite ongoing in-
stability in the horn of Africa 
nation, many young people 
are lured with promises of 
opportunities to work in 
humanitarian NGOs and as 
teachers and translators.

Bakari, who now runs an 
eatery in Mombasa, says 
criminal groups are par-
ticularly interested in young 
people who can speak Ara-
bic, Swahili, English and So-
mali.

“Criminals take advantage 
of historical marginalisa-
tion of communities in the 
coastal region, very high 
youth unemployment rates 
and poverty. They also use 
radical Islamic teachings to 
lure young and desperate 
minds,” Abubakar Mahmud, 
an activist against human 
trafficking, tells IPS.

“There was a time when 
the Pwani si Kenya (Swahili 
for ‘coastal region is not Ken-
ya’) was gaining traction as a 
backlash campaign against 
the national government. 
These are the emotions that 
terror groups are happy to 
stir and exploit,”  Mahmud 
says, adding they also take 
advantage of the high levels 
of youth unemployment.

According to the most 
recent census released in 
2020, youth unemployment 
is a serious issue in Kenya. 
More than a third of Kenyan 
youth aged 18 to 34 years are 
unemployed, and the situ-
ation has worsened since 
COVID-19.

Kenya National Crime re-
search Centre says this East 
African nation is a source, 
transit route and destina-
tion for human trafficking 
victims. People from ugan-
da, Burundi and Ethiopia 
are trafficked into Kenya for 
hard labour. Ethiopians are 
trafficked into South Africa 
for hard labour.

The uS Department of 
State 2021 Trafficking in Per-
sons report finds that the 
government of Kenya does 
not fully meet “the mini-
mum standards for the elim-
ination of trafficking but is 
making significant efforts to 
do so.”

These efforts include 
the Counter-Trafficking in 
Persons Act of 2010, which 
criminalised sex traffick-
ing and labour trafficking 
and prescribed penalties of 
30 years to life imprison-
ment, a fine of not less than 

$274,980 or both.
The government also al-

located $183,320 to the Na-
tional Assistance Trust fund 
for Assisting Victims of Traf-
ficking in 2020-2021.

The report finds that 
“criminals involved in ter-
rorist networks lure and re-
cruit Kenyan adults and chil-
dren to join non-state armed 
groups, primarily al-Shabab 
in Somalia, sometimes with 
fraudulent promises of lu-
crative employment.”

for years, Al-Shabab has 
operated clandestine bases 
in Somalia just across Ken-
ya’s eastern border, enabling 
the terror group to expand 
its operations into Kenya 
and other East African coun-
tries. “from my experience, 
they will befriend you and 
some of your friends and 
relatives on social media. 
You will feel safe because 
you have friends in com-
mon. They will even tell you 
that you grew up in the same 
neighbourhood years ago. 
You end up trusting them 
very quickly and getting in-
volved with them without 
asking the right questions,” 
Bakari cautions.

Mukaru Muthomi, a po-
lice officer with the National 
Police Service, says that in 
2019, Kenya banned trade 
between Kenya and Somalia 
through the Lamu border 
due to insecurity and com-
bat criminal activities such 
as existing networks and 
syndicates dealing in human 
trafficking.

The Lamu border crossing 
is one of four that join Kenya 
and Somalia, and other bor-
der points are in Kenya’s 
Mandera, Wajir and Garissa 
Counties.

He says the government 
is vigilant along the Dadaab 
and Mandera border point 
routes used by Somali refu-
gees crossing into Kenya. 
Kenya hosts more than 
500,000 refugees from So-
malia.

Mahmud says human traf-
ficking is a pressing issue in 
Kenya partly because crimi-
nals are increasingly taking 
advantage of the large num-
bers of refugees from Ethio-
pia, Sudan, and Somalia to 
complicate the country’s 
fight against human traffick-
ing.

In 2019, the government 
identified 853 victims of 
human trafficking and an-
other 383 victims in 2020. 
Mahmud is quick to warn 
that many cases have gone 
unreported, and COVID-19 
hampered efforts to counter 
human trafficking. He also 
says there are not enough 
officers to combat human 
trafficking.

Nevertheless, Kenya’s 
Trafficking in Persons re-
port shows the country’s 
investigative capacity of 
the Anti-Human Trafficking 
and Child Protection unit 
is gradually increasing. Per-
sonnel increased from 33 
to 37 officers deployed in 
human trafficking hotspots. 
There are 27 officers in Nai-
robi and 10 in Mombasa, 
with plans to open a third 
office in Kisumu.

“Increasing personnel is 
good, but the government 
must address the root of 
these problems because hu-
man trafficking into and out 
of Kenya is interlinked with 
poverty. find job opportuni-
ties for young people,” Mah-
mud observes.

 This article is part of 
a series of features from 
across the globe on hu-
man trafficking. IPS cov-
erage is supported by the 
Airways Aviation Group.



 By Guardian Reporter

NATIONAL Bank of Com-
merce (NBC) posted a net 
profit of 40bn/- last year, af-
ter clearing restated losses 
amounting 23bn/- in the 
previous year.

According to the extracts 
from the bank’s financial 
statements for the year 
ended December 2021, the 
achievements were the re-
sults of increased interest 
income; dividends earning, 
reduced impairment losses 
on loans and advances and 
reduced staff costs.

The statement shows the 
bank managed to reduce 
impairment losses on loans 
and advances to 7.3bn/- last 
year from 33.9bn/- which 
indicated an increased ef-
fort on assets recovery.

Interest income in-
creased to 184.9bn/- from 
163.6bn/- in 2020, which 
translated into net inter-
est income amounting 
153.2bn/- last year.

During last year fees 
and commissions gener-
ated 48.2bn/-, net trading 
income amounted 17.9bn/- 
while dividend received 
amounted 40mn/-.

However, non-perform-
ing loans and advances 
grew to 59.1bn/- last year 
from 44bn/-, which slightly 
increased its rate to 4.1 per-
cent in 2021 from 3.8 per-
cent of which are below 
the Bank of Tanzania (BOT) 
benchmark of five percent.

According to the ex-
tract, operating expenses 
went down to 152bn/- from 
157bn/- in 2020.
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Banks partnership with FinTechs shape future of finance

NBC clears loses, records 
40bn/ net profit in 2021

 SAN FRANCISCO 

N
OW it’s up to the 
traditional banks and 
the digital-only players — 
FinTechs and neobanks 

— to meet in the “middle,” leveraging 
their respective strengths to forge 
financial services’ super apps.

That’s an aspirational goal, of 
course.

Right now, the competition between 
banks and FinTechs is one where 
they are cribbing attributes from one 
another to capture market share. 

In a nutshell, banks are in the midst 

of improving their digital access — 
evident in any number of new apps 
and mobile launches. 

JPMorgan Chase, for example, has 
been boosting its digital presence in 
the U.K.

FinTechs are expanding their reach 
into traditional banking, where we’ve 
seen LendingClub buy Radius.

And so, at this writing, with only a 
quarter of 2022 under collective belts, 
competition is being waged fiercely. 
JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon’s letter to 
shareholders highlighted the issue, as 
detailed in this space:

“The growing competition to banks 

from each other, shadow banks, 
FinTechs and large technology 
companies is intensifying and clearly 
contributing to the diminishing role 
of banks and public companies in the 
United States and the global financial 
system,” Dimon wrote.

The recent PYMNTS/Entersekt 
report, “The Future Of Authentication 
In Financial Services: Engaging 
Consumers Across Channels And 
Devices,” done in conjunction with 
Entersekt, notes consumers are 
increasingly used to the idea of 
transacting, saving and investing 
across the web. 

As many as 71 percent of consumers 
use online accounts to get banking 
done; 39 percent of those we surveyed 
have online accounts with banks, and 
a bit less than a third have accounts 
with digital banks or FinTechs.

As for the trust that beckons the 
way toward that eventual “meeting 
in the middle” for banks and digital 
upstarts, almost three quarters of 
consumers trust commercial banks 
that have onsite branches, and more 
than two-thirds trust online banks 
and FinTechs.

If the trust is there — and it is — 
then it follows that financial services 

users will be more inclined to at least 
sample new products and services on 
offer, when they are offered. And that 
opens the door to collaborative efforts 
by the digital players and the marquee 
names that have been around for 
decades (even longer in some cases).

But it will be the conduits that 
are key to allowing joint provider 
efforts to more fully reach their 
targeted audiences — in this case the 
younger users (bridge millennials and 
millennials) who want flexibility. 

More than a third of each of these 
cohorts wants accounts to be available 
across multiple points of access, and 

a quarter of all respondents say they 
like to use multiple methods to access 
accounts.

For the banks and the FinTechs that 
bend toward one another, in a spirit 
of collaboration and a continuum of 
services, the audience is primed and 
waiting and willing. 

PYMNTS’ own research shows that 
67 percet of consumers in the U.S. — 
which translates to 173 million people 
— want an app that manages their 
digital activities, including “financial 
wellness seekers” that want an app-
enabled way to conduct their daily 
financial lives.

The reduced operating 
expenses was a result of 
bank reduction in staff costs 
during the reviewed years 
to 79.2bn/- from 85.4bn/ 
respectively, as number 
of employees fell to 955 in 
2021 from 1,005 with 47 
branches.

Infrastructure costs were 
nearly flat at 22bn/- during 
the two reviewed year, but 
administrative and general 
expenses slightly increased 
to 50bn/- from 49bn/- re-
spectively.

The achievement has 
therefore translated into an 
increase of basic earnings 
per share to 25,491/- last 
year from a loss of 14,835/- 
recorded during the previ-
ous year.

The extract shows the 
bank total assets went up 
to 2.2trn/- last year from 
2.1trn/- in 2020 and restated 
1.9trn/- in 2019.

The increase of total as-
sets were the result of in-
creased amount of lending 
to customers, increase of in-

tangible assets and deferred 
tax assets which muffed the 
decrease of other assets in-
cluding  loans and advances 
to banks, cash and balances 
at Bank of Tanzania, other 
receivables ad trading port-
folio assets.

Loan and advances to 
customers rose to 1.3trn/ 
last year from 1.1trn/- in 
2020 and 982bn/- in 2019 
while loans and advanced to 
banks went down by nearly 
50 percent to 66.1bn/- last 
year from restated 120.7bn/- 

in 2020.
Cash and balance at 

Bank of Tanzania slowed 
to 271.9bn/- last year from 
304.5bn in 2020 while fi-
nancial assets at fair val-
ue through OCI slightly 
dropped to 324bn/- last year 
from 376.2bn/ in 2020.

However, the extract 
shows NBC increased depos-
its from banks to 219.3bn/- 
from 189.9bn/-, customer 
account to 1.59trn/- from 
1.50trn/- and subordinated 
loans to 32bn/- from 31bn/- 
which slightly increased 
liabilities to 1.96trn/- from 
1.87trn/- respectively.

During the year 2021, the 
bank retained 209.7b/- com-
pared with 169.7bn/- re-
tained during the previous 
year.

Return on average total 

assets went up from 1.1 per-
cent to 1.8 percent in 2021, 
return on ordinary share-
holders’ funds also gained 
to 13.3 percent from nega-
tive 8.9 percent in 2020 
while non-interest expenses 
to gross income slowed to 
69.3 percent in 2021 from 
79.7 percent in 2020.

Speaking in January this 
year when presenting the 
banks financial highlights 
for 2021, the bank manag-
ing director Theobald Sabi 
attributed the business 
growth to the conducive 
regulatory environment in 
the country along with a 
‘smart’ execution of NBC’s 
key business focus areas.

“Our focus has been on 
our customers. We are 
expanding our customer 
base across the country, ex-

panding provision of loans, 
investing on transactional 
systems for the conveni-
ence of our customers and 
working with our partners 
through agency banking to 
provide services near our 
customers,” he was quoted 
as saying.

He said with the improve-
ment in profits, the bank’s 
shareholders can expect 
better dividends as the 
lender continues to strive 
for growth and higher prof-
itability.

The bank boss said NBC 
Limited has also attained 
gender balance on the em-
ployees as during last year; 
women were 53 per cent 
and that he believes that 
investing in women devel-
opment is the key for their 
business prosperity.
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EU credit standards tightened for firms over increased risks

 OTTAWA

THE Bank of Canada is poised to become the first 
in the Group of Seven to hike interest rates by a half-
percentage point as it moves more aggressively to 
wrestle inflation down from a three-decade high.

Governor Tiff Macklem is expected to raise the 
central bank’s policy rate to 1 percent on Wednesday, 
followed by a series of additional hikes that markets are 
betting will bring it as high as 3 percent  by this time 
next year. 

The Bank of Canada is also likely to use the decision, 
due at 10 a.m. in Ottawa, to effectively stop purchases 
of government bonds as it begins unwinding its balance 
sheet.

Those moves represent one of the most forceful 
tightening campaigns ever by the Bank of Canada, a 
tacit recognition officials have been too complacent 
on inflation and need to quickly exit from ultra-loose 
monetary policy. It will be a major test for an economy 
with one of the highest debt burdens and most 
expensive housing markets in the world.

“They’ve been happy to be behind the curve and 
assume that inflation was going to abate on its own,” 
Jimmy Jean, chief economist at Desjardins Securities 
Inc., said by email. “Now they want to get policy back to 
neutral as fast as possible.”

The challenges are not unlike those at other central 
banks, including the Federal Reserve, that have pivoted 
to a more hawkish stance. Chairman Jerome Powell 
and other U.S. policymakers have put a half-point hike 
on the table for the Fed’s meeting in May.

Trading in overnight swaps, however, suggests the 
Bank of Canada will be near the head of the advanced-
economy pack in raising rates, buffered in part by 
surging commodity prices for the resource-rich nation.

Wednesday’s decision will include new quarterly 
forecasts that illustrate the urgency of Macklem’s 
pivot. The Bank of Canada -- once again -- will revise 
its inflation forecasts higher amid stronger and more 
persistent price pressures, with Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine only worsening the problem.

In January, the central bank predicted inflation 
would average 5.1 percet in the first quarter, before 
slowing down to 3 percent by the end of this year. 

Instead inflation is on track to exceed 6 percent in 
March, and remain above 4 percent through most of 
2022 -- well above the Bank of Canada’s 2 percent target.

Macklem and his officials will probably push out 
projections for a return to target into 2024.

In a survey of economists by Bloomberg News, 25 
of 30 predicted the Bank of Canada will hike by half 
a percentage point -- the first 50-basis-point increase 
since 2000. The other five analysts see a 25-basis-point 
increase. Markets, meanwhile, are signaling a two-
thirds chance of an outsized move on Wednesday.

 “The BoC is set to flex its hawkish talons April 13, 
raising rates by 50 bps and announcing balance-
sheet runoff. A higher inflation outlook, record-low 
unemployment in March and a likely 50-bps hike from 
the Federal Reserve in May give the BoC cover to act,” 
Andrew Husby, Bloomberg economist said.

The Bank of Canada began its hiking cycle last 
month, raising the policy rate to 0.5 percent from the 
emergency low of 0.25 percent. Swaps trading suggests 
it will peak at 3 percent by this time next year.

The last time the central bank increased rates that 
much and that fast was in 1997 and 1998, when the 
Bank of Canada raised its policy rate by 2.75 percentage 
points over 14 months to stem a slide in the currency. 
There was also an aggressive hiking cycle in 1994.

What’s unprecedented this time is the effort to 
dramatically shrink its balance sheet. While the 
central bank stopped growing its holdings of Canadian 
government bonds in October, it’s been keeping them 
at elevated levels by replenishing maturing debt.

Macklem is expected to end this “reinvestment” 
phase on Wednesday, allowing bonds to roll off the 
balance sheet as they mature -- a process known as 
quantitative tightening. 

Over the next 12 months, about a quarter of the 
net C$350 billion ($275 billion) in government debt 
acquired during the pandemic will mature.

 BRUSSELS

CREDIT standards tightened for firms 
owing to perceptions of increased risk, 
with further tightening expected loan 
demand from firms continued to in-
crease, driven mainly by working capital 
needs.

ECB’s monetary policy seen to con-
tinue support lending, but less than the 
previous survey rounds.

According to the April 2022 euro area 
bank lending survey (BLS), credit stand-
ards – i.e. banks’ internal guidelines or 
loan approval criteria – for loans or cred-
it lines to enterprises tightened (net per-
centage of banks standing at 6 percent, 
in the first quarter of 2022. 

Regarding loans to households for 
house purchase, euro area banks re-
ported a slight net tightening of credit 
standards (net percentage of 2 percent), 
while credit standards for consumer 
credit and other lending to households 
continued to ease (net percentage of -5 
percent).

Banks referred to perceptions of in-
creased risk and decreased risk toler-
ance, in the context of high uncertainty, 
supply chain disruptions and high en-
ergy and input prices, as factors behind 
the net tightening of credit standards for 
firms. 

For the second quarter of 2022, banks 

expect a considerably stronger 
net tightening of credit stand-
ards for loans to firms, likely 
reflecting the uncertain eco-
nomic impact of the war in 
Ukraine and the anticipation of 
less accommodative monetary 
policy. 

In addition, banks expect 
a moderate net tightening of 
credit standards for housing 
loans and for consumer credit 
and other lending to house-
holds.

Banks’ overall terms and 
conditions – i.e. the actual 
terms and conditions agreed in 

loan contracts -tightened mod-
erately for loans to firms and 
loans to households for house 
purchase in the first quarter of 
2022. 

For loans to firms, this was 
mainly due to a considerable 
widening of margins on riskier 
loans, while margins on aver-
age loans widened less. For 
consumer credit and other 
lending to households, overall 
terms and conditions eased 
slightly on account of narrow-
er loan margins.

Banks reported, on balance, 
a continued increase in firms’ 

demand for loans or drawing 
of credit lines in the first quar-
ter of 2022. 

Loan demand was driven 
by a strong positive impact of 
financing needs of firms for 
working capital, reflecting sup-
ply chain disruptions as well as 
precautionary inventories and 
liquidity holdings. 

Fixed investment continued 
to have a positive impact on 
loan demand, but less than in 
the previous quarter. 

In addition, the low general 
level of interest rates as well 
as other financing needs, in-

cluding mergers and acquisitions 
activity and debt refinancing and 
restructuring, contributed posi-
tively to loan demand from firms. 
Demand for housing loans and for 
consumer credit and other lending 
to households increased further 
in net terms in the first quarter of 
2022. 

The net increase in housing loan 
demand was mainly driven by the 
general level of interest rates. De-
mand for consumer credit was 
supported by spending on durable 
consumption goods and – to a lesser 
extent – by consumer confidence. 

For the second quarter of 2022, 
banks expect a continued net in-
crease in firms’ loan demand, but 
a net decrease in the demand for 
housing loans and broadly un-
changed demand for consumer 
credit.

According to the banks surveyed, 
access to wholesale funding dete-
riorated in the first quarter of 2022, 
reflecting tighter financial market 
conditions for banks. 

Banks reported that the ECB’s as-
set purchase programmes and the 
third series of targeted longer-term 
refinancing operations (TLTRO III) 
continued to have a positive impact 
on their liquidity position and mar-
ket financing conditions. 

Bank of Canada 
ready to tighten 
like the 1990s - 
Financial post
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NBC Bank to keep on backing 
athletics, community activities 

National Bank of Commerce (NBC) staff take part in the ‘Run 4 Autism’ race which took place in Dar es Salaam yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA

 By Correspondent Jumanne Juma

THE National Bank of 
Commerce (NBC) has said it 
will continue to back various 
social sectors including the 
health sector in getting rid 
of diseases that are not given 
priority.

NBC Bank’s Director of 
Treasury, Marketing, and 
Finance, Peter Nalitolela, 
disclosed this during a race 
known as ‘Run 4 Autism’ which 
took place in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday.

He said NBC Bank has 
participated in the race given 
it has made a significant 
contribution to the health 
sector.

According to Nalitolela, 
the institution cares about 
Tanzanians’ health.

The official noted children 
with autism need help, as is the 
case for other sick children.

He said the institution 
has partnered with Lukiza 
Foundation in facilitating the 
‘Run 4 Autism’ event.

The official disclosed the 
institution paid a participation 
fee for its staff that participated 
in the event.

Nalitolela stated: “NBC 
Bank cares about the health 
of all Tanzanians, physical 
and mental health as well, 
we collaborate with various 
institutions in fighting either 
undiagnosed diseases or the 
ailments that are not given 
priority.’’

‘’Looking at this year’s 
motto about autism ‘Inclusive 
Education’ it is about keeping 
these children in a good 
environment to learn for the 
country and participate in 
production,’’ the official said.

A parent of a child with 
Autism, Zaituni Simba, 
appealed to various institutions 

to come forward to help 
children that are forgotten, 
given the children need help 
from them.

Zaituni said she was happy 
to take part in the race for the 
children with Autism, and she 
believes some institutions will 
come out for support.

“I ask people to help us, they 
should not just sponsor other 
activities, these children also 
need their help.’’

‘’Sometimes a parent fails 
to participate in activities 
with his child because the 
youngster cannot walk,’’ 
Zaituni disclosed.

NBC Bank has had its staff 
taking part in the race. The 
institution is on July 31 set to 
coordinate NBC Marathon.

Its officials revealed they 
believe people that took part 
in the Run 4 Autism event 
will as well participate in NBC 
Marathon. 

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

I watched Nigerian fans invade the stadium and cause 
violence after being eliminated by Ghana in the  World 
Cup qualifiers and I remembered Tanzanian fans.

Before that, I watched the Senegalese fans struggle to 
light up the faces of the Egyptian players with lasers and I 
remembered my fellow Tanzanian fans again.

One day before these events I remembered my fellow 
Tanzania football fanatics again after watching Algerian 
fans vie for tickets to enter the stadium to watch their 
national squad’s match against Cameroon.

They were as numerous as insects known as fleas that 
appear when the rain season is about to end.

Why did I remember my fellow Tanzanian fans? The act 
of Nigerians invading the stadium after the final whistle 
while inciting violence against Ghanaian fans was a great 
scandal for Nigeria.

It was a shocking and humiliating incident, with the 
Nigerian sports ministry denouncing the atrocities 
committed by its citizens and apologizing to the injured 
Ghanaian fans.

It was then that I remembered the violence perpetrated 
by football fans in the country especially the ones rooting 
for Simba and Yanga.

I try to gather my hands and count how many times I 
have witnessed Simba and Yanga fans commit violence at 
Dar es Salaam’s Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.

I still do not get the full number due to the number of 
incidents I witnessed.

Fingers are not enough to count all the heinous 
incidents I witnessed being done by Simba and Yanga fans 
in the country.

These are the main perpetrators of civil unrest, throwing 
water bottles into the field, insulting match officials, 
damaging seats, and committing many more evils.

But while the world marvels at Nigeria for the atrocities 
committed against them in Ghana, for us it is a normal life 
we   are used to.

Yes! It is a life we   are used to. How do they stop doing 
the evils if they do the same every day?

How many times have we heard the Tanzania Football 
Federation punishing a club for supporters’ violence?

We have reached a point where we are no longer 
shocked to hear about the punishment for supporters’ 
violence or to see reports from the club denouncing fan 
violence.

While the world marvels at the presence of violent acts 
committed by fans we still live there and see it as normal.

The Senegalese were not behind in World Cup 
qualification playoffs, they entered the stadium with 
lasers to illuminate the faces of Egyptian players. 

Why? Some Egyptian fans had flashed lasers at the 
Senegal players in their first match in Cairo.

What they did in Senegal was live the phrase ‘if you kill 
by an ax you will also be killed by an ax.’

They took revenge on the anti-sport event more than 
what was done to them.

There you can sit down and wonder if the Egyptian 
fans did not illuminate the Senegalese players that day in 
Cairo, would Senegal followers illuminate the Egyptian 
players in the second match? The answer is no. 

 Senegal fanatics for that matter justified making a 
mistake for the offense they were subjected to.

It is like what we have been doing at home in Tanzania. 
It was the correction of error by committing evil.

 If a referee incorrectly rules Simba gets a penalty, an 
enthusiast will hear Simba fans saying that Yanga was also 
wrongly awarded a penalty in its topflight match against 
Namungo FC.

 If the referee allows a goal netted by Yanga contrary 
to rules, a fanatic will hear Yanga fans saying that Simba 
netted a goal in the match against Mbeya Kwanza FC that 
was counted much as it was scored contrary to the rules.

 We still live in the field of justification for mistakes that 
have ever happened.

 We forget that a wrong act is wrong, it is the same as 

African football fans should 
opt-out of justifying mistakes



19   Thursday 14 April 2022

SOCCER.NEWS

Chelsea showed their spirit and potential despite 
heartbreaking Champions League exit to Real Madrid

Real Madrid’s Karim Benzema celebrates after he scored his 
side’s second goal during the Champions League, quarterfinal 
second leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Chelsea at the 
Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 12, 
2022. (AP Photo)

 MADRID

T
HERE is no preferred way to sur-
render your Champions League 
crown, but nothing could come 
much closer than this.

Asked on the eve of Tuesday’s game how 
champions bow out of a competition if it 
has to be their time, Chelsea head coach 
Thomas Tuchel replied: “By not accepting 
it before it ends. By leaving everything on 
the pitch that we have and by showing we 
can work harder, play better, that we know 
we can take more risks and that we show 
our true face and live up to our full poten-
tial.”

They did just that. The Blues’ title de-
fence ended at the quarterfinal stage, 
forcing extra-time here in the Bernabeu 
Stadium and winning 3-2 on the night but 
losing 5-4 on aggregate.

Chelsea indeed lived up to their full po-
tential and showed precisely what they 
are: Herculean in spirit, heroically defiant 
in the face of adversity, cleverly deployed 
by one of the game’s elite coaches but ulti-
mately flawed in the final third.

The difference across the 210 minutes 
was finishing.  Karim Benzema’s 96th-
minute header was the final goal in an en-
thralling, breathless night here at Estadio 
Santiago Bernabeu, his fourth of Real’s 

five across the tie. The 34-year-old hit the 
crossbar with an earlier effort and just 
four shots all night, yet he was on hand to 
deliver what proved to be the knockout 
blow. His individual xG was 0.58, lower 
than  Kai Havertz  (0.77) and  Christian 
Pulisic, who only played the final 37 min-
utes but missed two glorious chances to 
explain his xG of 0.61.

Benzema’s clinical touch and a truly mag-
nificent assist from Luka Modric were the 
moments of efficiency Chelsea lacked.

“We are very disappointed and very 
proud at the same time,” said Tuchel. “We 
got beaten by pure individual quality and 
offensive conversion after our mistakes.

“They did not create a lot at Stamford 
Bridge, but they took every half chance 
and converted it. This was enough. You 
have to reduce your amount of mistakes, 
and we could not reduce it to an absolute 
minimum over the two legs.

“I think we deserved to go through. We 
were unlucky, but there are no regrets. 
These are the kind of defeats you can take 
with pride and accept as a sportsman.” 

Chelsea amassed 28 shots on the night, 
earning a 3-0 lead at one stage as they 
pinned Real back in their own half with 
a mixture of intelligent pressing, mid-
field control and tireless mental fortitude. 
There was an element of luck about  Ma-

Villarreal’s Champions League 
run sinks another top side as 
Bayern waste key chances

 MUNICH, Germany

THE Allianz Arena speak-
ers blared “Bitter Sweet 
Symphony” and “The Show 
Must Go On” as soon as the 
final whistle blew on  Bay-
ern Munich’s Champions 
League hopes for another 
season, but they wouldn’t 
have heard either of those 
mournful songs in the tiny 
section housing the Villar-
real supporters.

They were too busy 
celebrating their team’s 
2-1 aggregate win which 
sealed a place in the 
Champions League semi-
finals. Once again, Unai 
Emery’s remarkable side 
had shocked a European 
superpower. Last week’s 
1-0 victory over Bayern at 
El Madrigal was followed 
by a 1-1 draw here in Ger-
many, earning the “Yellow 
Submarine” a semifinal 
date against either  Liver-
pool or Benfica. 

Leading 3-1 from the 
first-leg in Lisbon, Liver-
pool are almost certain to 
confirm themselves as Vil-
larreal’s opponents in the 
last four when they host 
the return against the Por-
tuguese team at Anfield 
on Wednesday. Even the 
most cautious Liverpool 
supporter will be celebrat-
ing Villarreal’s progres-
sion -- as poor as Bayern 
Munich were over the two 
legs, they are still the six-
time tournament winners 
and perennial Bundesliga 
champions. And Villarreal 
are what they have always 
been, a team that punches 
way above their weight.

They are a club from a 
town with a population 
of just 51,000 -- less than 
half the capacity of  Bar-
celona’s Camp Nou -- and 
had never won a major 
trophy until last season’s 
dramatic penalty shoot-
out win against  Manches-
ter United  in the Europa 
League final in Gdansk, Po-
land. That victory earned 
Villarreal the final spot in 
this season’s Champions 
League and they have cer-
tainly made the most of it. 
Emery’s team stunned  Ju-
ventus  in Turin to elimi-
nate the Italian giants in 
the Round of 16 and they 
have now beaten Bayern.

“If you want to achieve 
something in this competi-
tion you need to beat the 
big teams,” Emery said. 
“We took the first step [in 
the last 16] with Juventus. 
With Bayern we analysed 
the game well.”

For Bayern manager Ju-
lian Nagelsmann, no mat-
ter what he achieves do-
mestically this season, his 
first year as Bayern coach 
will be deemed unsuccess-
ful because of this result, 
something he even admit-
ted.

“We are out of the Ger-
man Cup, out of the Cham-
pions League. I don’t think 
this is good enough for Bay-
ern. We had the semifinals 
as our minimum goal and 
we failed to achieve it,” Na-
gelsmann said. “It counts 
as one of my top three de-
feats.”

But Villarreal keep rolling 
on. In less than 12 months, 
this small club from a tiny 
town in northeastern Spain 
has beaten Manchester 
United, Juventus and Bay-
ern Munich -- iconic clubs 
with 11 Champions League 
titles between them. So 
Liverpool -- if it turns 
out to be Jurgen Klopp’s 
team -- should be wary of 
under-estimating Villar-
real because they are a 
side that are exceptionally 
well-drilled and organised. 
They are hard-working and 
committed and they have 
a taste for upsetting Euro-
pean football royalty.

Arnaut Danjuma’s goal in 
the first-leg --  Francis Co-
quelin  had another goal 
ruled out by VAR -- gave 
Villarreal a slender advan-
tage going into this game 
and it seemed an impos-
sible task for Emery’s side 
considering that Bayern, 
with 30 goals in the com-
petition this season prior 
to kick-off, were the top 
scorers in the Champions 
League by some distance, 
with  Manchester City  in 
second place on 24 goals. 
Bayern create chances and 
score goals, but they didn’t 
score in Spain and Emery’s 
game-plan for this fixture 
was clear from the start -- a 
packed defence with barely 
touching distance between 
the back four and midfield 
when defending. 

son Mount’s opener as Timo Werner ap-
peared not to entirely mean the improvised 
pass into his path, but the England inter-
national showed superb composure to 
slot a finish past Real goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois.

The 1,000 or so Chelsea fans tucked 
away in the mid-renovation rafters of this 
iconic stadium sensed the comeback was 
on.

Antonio Rudiger  headed Mount’s 51st-
minute corner into the net to haul Chel-
sea level on aggregate, and when Marcus 
Alonso thrashed a shot past Courtois just 
after the hour mark, they were ahead in 
the tie. Yet VAR ruled out Alonso’s effort 
for an unfortunate but perceptible hand-
ball and Chelsea’s progress was briefly 
checked. Benzema struck the crossbar but 
still Chelsea came forward.

Mateo Kovacic  slipped a 75th-minute 
pass through for Timo Werner, who cut 
inside on his right foot and steered a shot 
Courtois could only divert into the far cor-
ner. Real had been curiously passive to 
that point, seemingly unable to shift gears 
after trying to contain Chelsea for long 
periods but Modric conjured a pass out of 
thin air to resurrect their hopes.

Lifting the ball over  Thiago Silva  with 
the outside of his right foot, Modric’s 

pass fell perfectly for Rodrygo to steer a 
smart finish past Edouard Mendy and set-
up extra-time, although not before two 
Pulisic misses from close range, the sec-
ond looked worse with each replay as he 
hooked the ball over the crossbar.

Tuchel had warned in the build-up that 
Real had a physical advantage owing to La-
Liga’s use of five substitutions compared 
with the Premier League’s three, and per-
haps that contributed to one or two tired 
passes creeping into their play. Chelsea 
lost the ball cheaply, and suddenly  Vini-
cius Junior was in space on the left, check-
ing back before finding a cross for Ben-
zema to convert in a goal that bore more 
than a passing resemblance to the opener 
in the first leg. 

Hakim Ziyech  had a shot beaten away 
by Courtois at the near post before 
Havertz headed wide when unmarked in 
the box.  Jorginho  dragged another ef-
fort off target in a frantic finale which left 
Tuchel directing his frustration in all di-
rections including Polish referee Szymon 
Marciniak for “laughing and smiling” with 
Real boss Carlo Ancelotti at full time.

Tuchel  also suggested officials lack 
“courage” to give big decisions, something 
he could not level at his players after a per-
formance all the more resilient given the 

wider context of uncertainty over Chelsea’s ownership 
following the sanctioning of Roman Abramovich by the 
U.K. government and subsequent effectively forced sale.

The four bidders left in the running got a perfect distil-
lation of what they are buying: a highly competitive unit 
that knows how to compete for trophies. But they could 
also see it is one that needs investment if Chelsea are to 
continue to fight like this.

ESPN
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 Brilliant trio behind Yanga’s 
Premier League title push        

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

Y
OUNG Africans SC 
‘Yanga’ remains the 
only unbeaten side 
in the 2021/22 NBC 

Premier League after 19 games.
They currently sit top of the 

league table, 10 points ahead 
of their city rivals Simba SC, 
and they have a genuine shot at 
winning their first league title in 
a half-decade this season.

Last season, Yanga also looked 
to be in a strong position in 
the title race before stumbling 
under the pressure, allowing the 
Msimbazi Street outfit to come 
out on top.

It is not hard to imagine 
some fears in the Jangwani 
Street squad that this could 
be repeated, though for that 
to happen Yanga would have 
to suffer an almighty collapse 
down the final straight to let the 
title slip away.

Simba SC’s draw away to Polisi 
Tanzania was another green 
light that the trophy cabinet at 
Yanga is about to receive a new 
baby, as it allows Yanga more 
breathing space, and one or two 
defeats won’t be a big issue as it 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

FORMER Simba SC Chairman 
Hassan Dalali has called on the club’s 
management to give the elders an 
opportunity to speak to the players 
ahead of the CAF Confederation Cup 
quarterfinal match against South 
Africa’s Orlando Pirates.

Simba SC will host the knockout 
round’s first leg match at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam this 
weekend, before playing the second leg 
match in South Africa on April 24.

Dalali requested the leadership 
of Simba SC when he spoke to its 
members at an awareness campaign 
held at Chang’ombe Maduka Mawili in 
Dar es Salaam.

The former leader noted: “Players 
should be aware of the importance 
of this game, the leadership should 
possibly allow elders to talk to them, 
and if it won’t work out, officials should 
give me the chance.’’

“Some players grow up not knowing 
how members/fans are hurting, people 
are dying for their team.’’

‘’For example, when we lose, you 
may see a player puts on headphones 
to listen to Ally Kiba’s music, he 
should feel the pain of losing, give the 
elders opportunity to talk to these 
youngsters.’’

 Simba SC elders should visit players ahead 
of CAF CC last eight tie, says former official

Ellis takes positives from 
Banyana Banyana friendly 
against Netherlands

Yanga’s Congolese striker, Fiston Mayele. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

THE HAGUE

SOUTH Africa Senior Women’s national team head 
coach Desiree Ellis believes there were positives to 
take from their 5-1 friendly international loss to the 
Netherlands on Tuesday as they prepare for the 2022 
CAF Women’s Africa Cup of Nations in July.

Tembi Kgatlana netted for Banyana Banyana in a 
bright opening, but the experience of the Dutch, one 
of the leading sides in women’s football, shone through 
in the end.

But despite the result, there will be plenty of lessons 
learned and it was a worthwhile exercise, according to 
Ellis.

“I felt at times our defending let us down, but we also 
created a few chances and in crucial moments when 
we looked like we were getting back into the game, we 
conceded,” Ellis says.

“Immediately after halftime we had an opportunity 
to change the scoreline, we missed a penalty to make 
it 2-3 and then another chance from Tembi that would 
have made it 3-3. Then we would be back in the game.

“It was about us trusting ourselves on the ball, but I 
felt we did not put the ball on the ground often enough. 
When we did, we looked good. At times we gave the 
ball away unnecessarily.

“We wanted to see how the team plays under pressure. 
We have a lot of players who need to be tested, and we 
were, physically and mentally. They [Netherlands] had 
their best players on the park against us.

“We managed to largely contain them, but towards 
the end it was just tiredness, and we didn’t handle the 
set-pieces very well.’’

We are not happy with the scoreline, but the 
performance… in patches we showed what we can do.”

South African Senior Women’s national team, 
Banyana Banyana, assembled for camp in Johannesburg 
ahead of the away international friendly encounter 
with the Netherlands women’s team on Tuesday.

Banyana Banyana last got together in February when 
they beat Algeria 3-1 on aggregate in an Africa Women’s 
Cup of Nations (AWCON) qualifier to be hosted in 
Morocco later this year.

The friendly match will serve as part of the 
preparations for the tournament that will be played in 
Morocco.

Speaking ahead of the match against the fifth-ranked 
Netherlands, Banyana Banyana coach Desiree Ellis said 
facing tougher opponents will test her players’ mental 
strength.

“It won’t only be part of the preparations for AFCON 
but it is also an opportunity to be tested against high-
level opponents, to assess if the players have the 
necessary mental strength to stay focused despite not 
playing any league matches,” said Ellis.

With the women’s league action yet to resume in 
South Africa, coach Ellis believes the team is in good 
shape, better than when they were against Algeria.

“We are a little bit ahead than what we were when we 
played Algeria. Six weeks has been added on pre-season 
and clubs have played matches and tournaments,” 
added Ellis.

“Over the last year and a half, we played many of 
our matches with local players due to the quarantine 
protocols in different countries and now it is an 
opportunity for the players to test themselves further 
post the Aisha Buhari Cup,” concluded Ellis. 

AGENCIES

goals so far. 
Mayele is the top scorer 

in the top flight and Yanga’s 
overall talisman in all 
competitions so far this 
season.

Mayele boasts of 11 goals 
in the top flight, two in the 
Federation Cup, and one 
in the Community Shield, 
bringing his tally to 14. 

He certainly wasted 
little time getting down 
to business with his new 
employers, chipping in the 
all-important goal against 
Simba SC on his debut in the 
Community Shield.

Mayele’s form has seen 
him score in 10 league 
games, two more than any 
other player this season.

Out of his 11 league goals 
for Yanga, six have been with 
his right foot and three with 
his left.

He has three headers to 
prove he can score from all 
angles. He also has three 
assists to bring his direct 
goal contributions to 17 in 23 
games in all competitions.

The former AS Vita striker 
is the first Yanga player to 
hit double figures in the 
Premier League since David 
Molinga did in 2019/20.

Last season, despite all 
the hype of signing Yacouba 
Sogne and Michael Sarpong, 
none of the club’s strikers 
were able to reach double 
figures in a campaign that 
involved 34 league matches, 
four more than the ongoing 
one.

Ntibazonkiza is the team’s 
second-highest goalscorer. 
He has hit the target six 
times in the league.  He is the 

joint fifth highest goalscorer 
in the league.

He has six assists in 16 
appearances across all 
competitions, making him 
the club’s highest goal 
provider.

At one stage, the Burundi 
international was on the 
edge of exiting the club.

He did not feature until 
the fifth game of the season 
when he was introduced as a 
first-half forced substitution 
in a top-flight tie against 
Ruvu Shooting.

He has remarkably turned 
around his fortune to emerge 
as one of the key players for 
Yanga this season.

His contract is up for 
renewal at the end of the 
season but this is a no-
brainer at all given his 
consistency since his re-
integration into the squad.

After a slow start which 
raised question marks over 
his transfer, Djuma has 
turned out to be arguably 
the best right full-back in the 
league this season.

The victory against 
Azam FC last week saw 
the Congolese link up well 
with his former AS Vita 
counterpart, Mayele, to score 
and assist one to take his 
tally to three goals and five 
assists in all competitions.

On Sunday, he saved Yanga 
in the dying last minutes 
after scoring a controversial 
penalty and equalizing 1-1 
against Geita Gold FC, 

The equalizer pushed 
the game to a triumphant 
penalty shootout that sent 
Yanga to the Federation Cup 
semi-final. 

Former Simba Sports Club’s Chairman, Hassan Dalali.

Dalali stated: “They need 
to understand why Simba SC 
was founded, why people die 
for Simba, why women are 
divorced for Simba SC, I think 
if we give young people good 
words, I believe no one will 
disrespect the outfit.’’

Simba SC advanced to the 
continental tournament’s 
quarterfinals by beating 
USGN of Niger 4-0 in Group D, 
finishing second in the group 
with 10 points equal to group 
leader RS Berkane of Morocco.

Murtaza Mangungu, Simba 
SC Club Chairman, further 
urged Tanzanians to recognize 
and appreciate the club’s 
contribution to the CAF club 
tournaments.

Mangungu made the remarks 
at the special launch of a 
campaign aiming at mobilizing 
Simba SC members and fans to 
go to Benjamin Mkapa Stadium 
to cheer their team in the CAF 
Confederation Cup quarterfinal 
duel against Orlando Pirates of 
South Africa set to be played on 
Sunday.

The leader said: “The 
countries that have entered 
outfits in the quarterfinals 
do not exceed five, there are 
people who pretend not to see 
the efforts made by Simba.’’

‘’Next year in Tanzania we 
will re-introduce four teams to 
the CAF club showpieces and 
these are Simba’s efforts.’’

In another development, 
Mangungu assured Simba SC 
fans and members that their 
team has a good squad and is 
ready to go for 180 minutes in 
the knockout stage to win and 
move to the semi-finals.

‘’Let me assure Simba SC 
and football fans today, we are 
going to play the game for 180 
minutes to seek qualification 
for the semi-finals because 
we have players who are self-
aware, let’s pray for them to do 
well,’’ Mangungu revealed.

were last season.
Although Simba SC can cut the 

gap to seven should they win in 
the crucial derby on April 30, this 
is a race that looks all over.

It has been a long time since 
Yanga fans had such a lot to shout 
about, but right now they are 
shouting!

They are the league’s top-

scoring side with 33 goals and 
have also registered eight in the 
Federation Cup and one in the 
Community Shield.

The Francophone trio of Fiston 
Mayele, Djuma Shaban, and Said 
Ntibazonkiza have contributed 
handsomely to this tally, scoring 
24 goals out of the 42 which is 
equivalent to 57% of the Yanga’s 
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