
 By Guardian Reporters, Arusha

AN Air Tanzania Co. Ltd (ATCL) 
plane 5H- TGF carrying the mortal 
remains of former prime minister 

Edward Lowassa, arrived towards midday 
yesterday, followed by a military proces-
sion from KIA to Monduli, a trip of over 
100km.

Thousands of mourners lined up on both 
sides of the road along the Moshi- Arusha 
highway from the moment it touched at 
the Kilimanjaro International Airport (KIA) 
at around 11:20 am to a vast sombre mood, 
gripping multitudes of mourners who 
thronged the airport to witness the arrival 
of the body.

Many mourners were waving their hands 
to the military occupants of the vehicle car-
rying the casket of the fallen ex-premier, 
until arrival at his home village of Ngarash, 
to lie in state at the family compound until 
formal burial ceremonies are conducted 
later tomorrow.

At King’ori and Usa-river, outlying areas 
to Arusha city, thousands of people were
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By Guardian Reporter

W
HILE the 
shortage of af-
fordable hous-
ing is a global 

issue impacting millions, 
experts propose that the so-
lution isn’t merely erecting 
more houses, but rather pri-
oritizing the development of 
sustainable communities.

For instance, in his recent 
article dubbed: “Sustain-
able Affordable Housing in 
Africa: Building for the Fu-
ture,” Scotland-based Archi-
tect David-Isaac Arinze has 
highlighted what sustain-
able communities are, say-
ing they provide people with 
safe, healthy, and comfort-
able homes.

According to him, these 
homes meet its dwellers’ 
needs yet without compro-
mising the needs of future 
generations.

“The lack of affordable 
housing in Africa is a grow-
ing concern, with millions of 
people living in inadequate, 

overcrowded, and unsafe 
housing conditions. Howev-
er, building more affordable 
housing is not enough,” he 
insists.

The Architect is of the 
view that creating homes 
that are not only affordable 
but also energy-efficient, en-
vironmentally friendly, and 
socially inclusive, can lead 
to improved living condi-
tions for residents, reduced 
energy costs, and reduced 
carbon emissions.

“Sustainable affordable 
housing can also promote 
economic development by 
creating jobs in the construc-
tion and maintenance of 
buildings, as well as improv-
ing access to basic services 
like healthcare and educa-
tion,” the paper read in part.

Citing Kenya and Malawi, 
Azure thinks innovative so-
lutions should be explored 
to address the matter, for 
instance he said: “One ap-
proach is to use local ma-
terials and techniques to 
build affordable, sustainable 

homes.”
He added: “In Malawi and 

Kenya, solutions are cre-
ated using 3D printing tech-
nology to build affordable 
homes in less than 24 hours. 
Another approach is to pro-
vide access to finance for 
low-income families to build 
or improve their homes. 
This can be done through 
microfinance institutions or 
government-sponsored pro-
grams.”

On the other hand, the 
construction expert is call-
ing for a collaboration be-
tween private sector and 
government and of which 
later would provide land, in-
frastructure, and regulatory 
frameworks to enable the 
private sector to build sus-
tainable affordable housing.

“The private sector can 
bring in innovative financ-
ing models, technology, and 
expertise to build and main-
tain these homes,” he said in 
his article.

Added he: “By incorporat-
ing sustainable design, mate-

rials, and infrastructure, we 
can build affordable housing 
that meets the needs of resi-
dents while protecting the 
environment and preserving 
resources for future genera-
tions.”

Therefore, he maintained 
that collaboration between 
governments and the private 
sector is essential to address 
the affordable housing crisis 
in Africa and build a better 
future for all.

For her party, Aysher 
Mahmood, an independent 
Quantity Surveyor said: “Of 
course, housing affordability 
remains a challenge and it 
is worsening due to, among 
other factors, the economic 
effects. Therefore, having 
a sustainable community 
would help in preventing 
city expansion on the basis 
of informal land develop-
ment and informal housing 
supply.

“According to the 202 
census, the country’s popu-
lation stands at 62 million, 
an increase of 37 percent 

US extends 
funding to a 
local school

By Guardian Reporter

THE United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) has allocated over $476,000 
towards infrastructure improvements at Sega Girls’ 
Secondary, a local school in Morogoro. This initiative 
aims to enhance the learning environment and facili-
ties at the school.

The project which is being developed through the 
office of the American Schools and Hospitals Abroad 
(ASHA), covers 30 hectares; and is set to promote 
educational development for students and the sur-
rounding community.

According to USAID statement which was made 
available to this paper, indicated that project sheds 
light on the school, which currently serves 280 
smart, talented students, who otherwise would have 
been at risk of dropping school.

“Or not getting a quality education, with the high-
est quality of secondary education and many oth-
er  opportunities to help girls develop to their full 
potential,” the statement read in part.

It is said that the construction aims to pro-
vide  modern infrastructure, including a dormitory 
for 48 girls, a much-needed Biology laboratory to en-
hance practical teaching, workshop, guardhouse and 
a wall around the campus.

It adds: “This construction will improve the learn-
ing environment and ensure the safety of students, 
as well as provide space for the school to accommo-
date and serve more students. Erecting a concrete 
wall will strengthen security for female students.”

Currently, it is noted that the school is surrounded 
by residential areas, necessitating a peaceful learn-
ing environment to prevent students from being in-
fluenced by external distractions.

The project will expand the school’s scope by offer-
ing practical training such as music, business enter-
prises, tailoring, and vegetable cultivation, which is 
expected to greatly benefit the students and the Sega 
community at large, thus produce graduates with 
skills and knowledge to succeed and  catalyse posi-
tive change in their families and society.

HOW AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING CAN LOOK

Sustainable housing. Photo courtesy of Karmod 

from 2012 and by 2050, it 
is projected that Tanzania 
will have a population of 137 
million. The question is, will 
the country’s housing sector 
ready to meet the demand?” 
she probed.

Adding: “Currently the 
sector faces several key 
constraints that inhibit its 
future development, which 
includes limited access to 
land, that why people pre-
fer the informal land sector 
which results to informal 
settlement coupled with 
substandard construction.”

Dr Tatu Limbuka, Senior 
Research Fellow at Ardhi 
University, was one time 
quoted when giving a key-
note speech on the pursuit 
of a modern city and afforda-
ble housing in Tanzania say-
ing by 2050, it is estimated 
that most African countries 
will have over 50 percent of 
their population living in ur-
ban areas.

She believes that such 
unprecedented urbaniza-
tion move, has not been ac-
companied by significant 
economic performance. As 
a result, informality and ur-
ban poverty are an everyday 
reality.

“High population growth 
and unsatisfied housing 
needs force many residents 
to live in informal, inad-
equate, and substandard 
housing with poor water and 
sanitation infrastructure. 
Every year, 4.5 million new 
residents move into infor-
mal settlements of Sub-Saha-
ran African cities, which are 
often located in risky areas 
exposed to climate impacts,” 
she said.

Therefore, the call to build-
ing sustainable communities 
that provide people with 
safe, healthy, and comfort-
able homes that meet their 
needs without compromis-
ing the needs of future gen-
erations becomes vital.

And this is why Davis 
Omondi an engineer by 
profession highlights the 
importance of sustainable 
communities in response to 
affordable housing.

“For sustainable commu-
nities, housing should be 
easily available, and must 
be affordable, economically 
and ecologically designed 
and comfortable, thus better 
suiting the needs of a per-
son,” he said.

Tenant sues landlord claiming a UK flat 
was sublet as he was stranded abroad

another person had been 
living there. “It was very un-
comfortable seeing some-
one had been sleeping in 
my bed, using my towels,” 
he said. “It was just theft.”

Clarion declined to com-
ment before the trial, where 
it will contest the case. It 
referred instead to a state-
ment it made in October 
2022 that a Clarion staff 
member, the unauthorised 
person residing in the home 
and Scalora were suspected 
of colluding to commit ten-
ancy fraud and were un-
der criminal investigation. 
That is something Scalora 
strongly denies.

Scotland Yard said it had 
received a report that an 
“unknown person was be-
lieved to have been residing 
at the address while the oc-
cupier was abroad”, that the 
“tenancy issue was a matter 
for the relevant housing au-
thority” and that no arrests 
had been made.

It did not say Scalora was 
under investigation. RBKC 
said it had “established that 
any legal action had to be 
pursued by Clarion”. Scalo-
ra said he was interviewed 
under caution in late 2022 

but the investigation did 
not proceed. Clarion said it 
had not been pursuing any 
legal action.

About one in 20 social 
homes in London, and one 
in 30 elsewhere in England, 
are subject to some sort of 
tenancy fraud, according 
to a study by the Tenancy 
Fraud Forum and the Fraud 
Advisory Panel. It can in-
clude tenants subletting 
their properties on plat-
forms such as Airbnb.

RBKC has previously esti-
mated  that tenancy fraud 
costs the public purse an 
average of £42,000 a year 
for each home.

With about 148,000 prop-
erties affected, the problem 
has been getting worse, 
with a shortage of afford-
able housing in the private 
sector, shrinking or stag-
nant incomes and pressure 
on budgets, staffing and 
skills among social housing 
providers considered the 
main drivers.

Illegal subletting can net 
fraudsters thousands of 
pounds and is punishable 
by fines or up to two years 
in prison.

Agencies

LONDON

A social housing tenant is 
suing his landlord for £1m 
in damages, alleging that 
a housing officer illegally 
sublet his home when he 
was stranded abroad at the 
start of the Covid pandemic 
in 2020.

Filippe Scalora’s case 
against Clarion will allege 
that when he returned to 
the flat he discovered a 
stranger had been sleep-
ing in his bed and using his 
towels, cutlery, crockery 
and computer.

The case over the one-
bedroom property in Chel-
sea, south-west  London, 
goes to trial at the high 
court in London on Thurs-
day. Clarion is the UK’s larg-
est housing association.

“I walked into the flat and 
saw half of my stuff there 
and someone living in it,” 
the 43-year-old former reg-
ulatory compliance official 
told the Guardian. “My mail 

was open, really private 
stuff like bank accounts and 
NHS appointment forms. I 
was devastated.”

Scalora was allocated the 
flat on Cale Street by the 
Royal Borough of Kensing-
ton and Chelsea (RBKC) 
with a lifetime tenancy be-
cause of a medical condi-
tion. The rent was about 
£600 a month but would 
cost roughly £2,000 a 
month on the open market, 
he said.

He has been homeless 
since he returned to the 
UK, living in budget hotels 
and temporary accommo-
dation. He said his home 
remained occupied by the 
person the housing officer 
moved in in 2020.

Scalora was in Australia 
when the pandemic hit and 
claims he contacted his 
housing officer explaining 
he would not be able to get 
back to his home. He says 
the officer asked him to 
send his keys for a gas in-

Filippe Scalora, seen outside the Travelodge he has been given as temporary hous-
ing in the City of London. Photograph: Alicia Canter/The Guardian

A view of Sega Girls’ Secondary School 

spection and later told him 
RBKC wanted to allocate it 
to a temporary tenant.

He said he was promised 
he would get his flat back, 
or another one, when he 
was able to return.

His account is that when 
he realised he would be 

stranded abroad he asked 
a friend to remove his be-
longings to allow for the 
new occupant, but it would 
later transpire that not eve-
rything was removed.

He discovered something 
was wrong in November 
2021, when the housing of-

ficer stopped replying to his 
messages and the council 
told him it had no record of 
moving anyone else into the 
home.

In April 2022 he returned 
to the UK and hired a lock-
smith to get him in, which 
was when he discovered Page 13

Ngarash overwhelmed as 
body lands in ATCL plane 

Samia visit ends with MoU on food security

Fall armyworms variant destroying potato farms

 Minister 
angered 
by regular 
road 
repairs 

RC welcomes 
investors

Lack of 
toilets 
debate 
upsets Dr 
Tulia

Evaluate 
SEQUIP
deeply, 
MPs urge
 By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

A SECTION of the legislature has de-
manded an in-depth evaluation of the sec-
ondary education quality improvement 
program (SEQUIP) after an audit showed 
shortfalls in its implementation.

Naghenjwa Kaboyoka (Special Seats, 
Chadema) the chairperson of the Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC) of the National 
Assembly issued this demand yesterday, 
when tabling the committee’s performance 
report for 2023.

She said that the audit showed various 
shortfalls including flops in procurement, 
finance management, human resource 
management and other issues, urging that 
the project be handed to qualified experts, 
unlike at present.

SEQUIP, funded by the International De-
velopment Association (IDA), a soft loan 
window of the World Bank, is designed to 
increase access to secondary education, 
provide responsive learning environments 
for girls, and improve completion of quality 
secondary education for girls and boys.

When it was rolled out, it was designed 
to benefit about 6.5m pupils evenly divided 
between girls, at 3.2m and boys at 3.3m, the 
report noted, affirming that identifying ar-
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 By Guardian Correspondent, Makete

OVER 2500 acres of potato 
farms in six wards of Makete Dis-
trict in Njombe Region have been 
destroyed by a variant of fall army-
worms.

Farmers in the areas say that the 
pests look like fall armyworms, 
are systematically destructive and 

there is no pesticide which is so far 
helpful in controlling them.

Ackson Mbogela, a farmer, said 
the pests eat crop leaves and flow-

ers just as they also eat potatoes 
like fall armyworms do in grain 
crops. The rather unfamiliar spe-
cies of invasive pests threatens the 
harvests and incomes of the farm-
ers, he stated.

 “When you pass in the destroyed 
farms what you find is only roots,” 
he said, noting that this situation 
is hugely scaring as farmers have 

spent a lot to grow potatoes and 
they now we worry they may get 
nothing at harvest time.

Akim Aloyce, another farmer, ap-
pealed for urgent support from the 
relevant authorities to find ways to 
overcome the challenge as farmers

 By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA and Norway 
have signed a memoran-
dum of understanding 
(MoU) on food security 
and agriculture, the State 
House said in a statement 
yesterday. The presiden-
tial directorate of com-
munications said the 
two countries agreed to 
strengthen bilateral en-
gagements by harnessing 
the potential for green 
energy transition, foster-

ing private sector role in 
energy investments.

The memorandum tes-
tifies to the joint resolve 
to strengthen Tanzania’s 
capacity and ability to 
transform the agri-food 
sector, it said, noting that 
it was the ultimate event 
during the two day visit by 
President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan.

The president ex-
pressed satisfaction with 
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Climate change rep-
resents an urgent and 
potentially irreversible 
threat to human societies 
and the planet

We will not leave here without 
coming up with a formula for ro-
bust measures to eradicate these 
pests

Tanzania People’s Defence Forces gun carrier carrying the casket bearing former prime minister Edward Ngoyai Lowassa’s body 
pictured yesterday at the head of motorcade heading towards his home village in Monduli District, Arusha Region, pending burial 
scheduled for tomorrow. Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya

Opposition Chadema national Chairman Freeman Mbowe and Vice Chairman (Mainland) Tundu Lissu lead a peaceful demonstration the party staged in Mwanza city yester-
day, the climax being a well-attended rally. Photo: Correspondent Vitus Audax
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Samia visit ends 
with MoU on 
food security

Finance minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba pictured in the National Assembly in Dodoma city yesterday responding to points raised by legislators with respect to the funding of 
road infrastructure in the country. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

have tried all they could to control the 
pests without success.

William Makufwe, the district execu-
tive director, listed affected wards as Iku-
wo, Kigala, Itundu, Mlondwe, Matamba 
and Kinyika. Experts have started to visit 
areas that are yet to be affected to take 
measures advised by experts to check 
the dreaded invasion by the dreaded 
pests.

He said that farmers all over the dis-
trict need to focus on such measure, not-
ing that initial evaluation has indicated 
that over 2500 hectares had been de-
stroyed by the pests.

The government was investigating 
ecological factors associated with this 
outbreak, he said, noting that as the in-
sects are not familiar, experts need to 
study them for a while and advise on the 
measures to take.

Already a team of experts from the 

Tanzania Agriculture Research Institute 
(TARI) Uyole campus in Mbeya Region 
have arrived in the district ready to com-
mence investigations on anatomy of the 
pests and figure out how to control them, 
he stated.

Dr Dora Mende, the lead researcher, 
said investigations will help to map out 
their physical attributes and feeding hab-
its, essential to identifying workable pes-
ticides to control the pests.

“We will not leave here without com-

ing up with a formula for robust meas-
ures to eradicate these pests,” she said.

Anincent Ndunguru, head of the dis-
trict agriculture and fisheries unit, said 
that they have started to supply some 
pesticides issued by the Tanzania Plant 
Health and Pesticide Authority (TPHPA).

Agricultural officers in villages and 
wards work with the farmers on the task, 
and most of the area invaded by the pests 
had already been sprayed, the official af-
firmed.

Fall armyworms variant destroying potato farms

seen carrying tree branches 
in mourning, with eulogies be-
ing aired on the departed lead-
er.

Even greater numbers of 
mourners were visible at the 
military convoy neared Mon-
duli, thousands lining up to 
receive the convoy, with the 
usually quiet Ngarash village 
overwhelmed with visitors from 

nearby regions and individuals 
from much farther.

There was discomfort among 
a section of the mourners over 
the scarcity of accommodation, 
with a good number having to 
travel to Arusha, about 40 kilo-
metres away, to find rentable 
space.

Julius Kalanga, former MP for 
Monduli and at present Karag-
we DC, said it was the late Lo-
wassa who drew him to vie for 

the chairmanship of the CCM 
youth wing (UVCCM) in Mon-
duli district.

He has known the late Lowas-
sa since 1995 when the veteran 
MP visited their home to seek 
his father’s support during the 
general election that year, for 
the Monduli parliamentary seat 
campaign.

His late father offered to 
help, in turn Lowassa helped 
the young man to win the seat 

while standing as an opposition 
candidate later in 2015, he said.

Parseko Kone, the former Sin-
gida RC and long-time Lowassa 
associate said that during his 
time as DC for Monduli and the 
deceased the area’s MP he saw 
him as a visionary.

He had a strong belief on 
what he believed was the right 
path and one of the things that I 
will remember the most was the 
construction of ward schools 

countrywide, he said.
He said that the start of his 

parliamentary career, Lowassa 
asked him to go around with 
him to assess whether he would 
be able to get the parliamentary 
seat and he later won.

After the win, the deceased 
gave him a cow and their re-
mained friends all along until 
retirement and now, the former 
MP’s death, he added.

Ngarash overwhelmed as body lands in ATCL plane

 Jenista Mhagama (L), Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliament and Coordination), and Zambian Home Affairs and Internal Security minister Norman 
Chipakupaku pictured exchange signed documents on cooperation agreements with respect to combating human trafficking and the illegal use of drugs. It was at the second 
meeting of the permanent commission of cooperation between the two countries held in Zanzibar yesterday. Photo courtesy of Zanzibar Information Services
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eas where to build secondary schools was a challenge.
Out of the lot, 24 secondary schools visited by the 

technical evaluation team had no title deeds, she said, 
similarly pointing at the failure to prepare ownership 
documents due to the undue hurry in implementing 
the building of secondary schools.

“Thus, the projects did not have a title until the time 
of the technical inspection, placing the school areas at 
the risk of land conflicts. There is a lack of evidence of 
legal ownership of the relevant land,” she said.

The audit showed that 19 construction sites, out of 
the 24 visited, had not been measured and a land map 
prepared to determine the actual size of those sites, she 
said.

This situation arose from the district council not 
prioritizing land surveying before acquiring land and 
starting construction works, she said, pointing out gaps 
in building schools in Lushoto, Ikungi and Tunduma 
districts with conflicting infrastructure space and loca-
tion.
“The audit indicated that 470m/- was allocated for the 
construction of each secondary school, but a 
review of project documents and construction 
payment vouchers for the 24 secondary 
schools visited indicated that only three were 
properly accounted for,” she further noted.
The lack of some drawings and detailed 
information contributed to shortcomings in 
the implementation of the SEQUIP project, 
like the non-construction of gas systems 
in the laboratories, owing to the lack of 
drawings for those systems, she said.
The audit affirmed that the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology was late in completing 
the hiring process of an independent project 
auditor by not including this element in its 
procurement plan for fiscal 2020/21, she 
stated.
The delay in the procurement of an 
independent project auditor arose from the 
lack of qualified bidders, compelling repeat 
of the advert for the procurement of an 
independent project auditor.
“Failure to comply with the agreement made 
between IDA and the government of Tanzania may 
result in the termination of the loan,” the committee 
leader cautioned.

The technical teams to evaluate the projects were 
formed by teachers and village or hamlet officials in 
areas where the project was implemented. Due to the 
lack of people with expertise in construction, the daily 
tasks were managed by teachers, thus failing to iden-
tify technical errors in carrying out the school building 
work, she added.

Evaluate SEQUIP
deeply, MPs urge
FROM PAGE 1

the state of the bilateral relations, airing expectations 
that the visit will pave the way for even closer links.

The visit was timed with marking 50 years of collabo-
ration in agriculture, which contributed to the formula-
tion policy orientations in the sector over the period.
President Samia was accompanied by five cabinet 
ministers, senior government officials and leaders of 
the local business community.
The visit arose from an invitation by King 
Harald V and Queen Sonja, also marking 60 
years of diplomatic relations with the north 
European social democratic monarchy.
The statement affirmed that the visit 
demonstrates the shared enduring 
commitment to advance and diversify long-
term friendship and cooperation.
Sixty years of cooperation and shared 
experiences have forged strong bonds 
between the two countries and peoples, it 
emphasised.
The two countries agreed to leverage 
attention to enhancing trade and business 
cooperation, expressing satisfaction with the 
holding of the Tanzania-Norway business 
forum, meeting for the first time during the 
visit.
The two leaders shared concerns about the 
global geopolitical situation, with increased 
tensions and armed conflict, its impact on global 
supply chains and commodity prices, with grave 
consequences for developing countries. 

“Climate change represents an urgent and potentially 
irreversible threat to human societies and the planet,” 
the two sides affirmed, expressing commitment to cli-
mate partnership agreement signed last September, it 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1
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Energy ministry permanent secretary Felchesmi Mramba speaks at the 16th Meeting of the Sectoral Council of Ministers on 
Energy in Arusha city on Wednesday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent  

 By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

SPEAKER of the National As-
sembly Dr Tulia Ackson has 
asked the government to end 
lack of toilets in health and edu-
cation sectors, saying it is not 
healthy to discuss the matter in 
parliament.

She made the call yesterday 
in the National Assembly after 
some MPs wanted to know the 
government’s strategy to end 
the problem in their constituen-
cies.

“It is not healthy to hear MPs 
complaining on the issue of 
toilets here. We should not be 
here discussing lack of toilets 
in schools, dispensaries and 
health centres because the chal-
lenge can be completely ended 
in one year if we are serious,” 
she said.

She said the government im-
plements a number of mega 
projects and that the issue of 
toilets in public institutions was 
a very minor issue.

Joseph Tadayo, (Mwanga) 
said Lang’ata health centre in 
the constituency has no latrines 

because those that have been 
there for over 40 years are full 
hence filthy and cannot be used.

 “This is distressing, it is not 
important for the government 
to set aside even 100m/- to con-
struct toilets in our health cen-
tres and schools; remember that 
the country works hard to over-
come diseases and our environ-
ment is like this,” he said.

Deputy Minister in the Presi-
dent’s Office (Regional Adminis-
tration and Local Governments) 
Dr Festo Dugange said the gov-
ernment had already instructed 
Mwanga District Executive Di-
rector to ensure that there is 
no health facility which lacks 
toilets.

“I instruct again the DED to 
allocate emergency funds from 
internal revenues to facilitate 
construction of toilets in all 
health facilities,” he said.

In his basic question, Tadayo 
asked when the government 
will send funds for the rehabili-
tation of Lang’ata health centre 
in Mwanga.

Responding, Dr Dugange said 
the government has already 

conducted an assessment of old 
and dilapidated health centres 
which need renovation.

“So far, a total of 202 dilapi-
dated health centres have been 
identified for renovation in-
cluding Lang’ata health centre 
whereby budget for the work 
will be allocated in phases,” he 
explained.

The deputy minister said 
apart from the health centres, 
there are 50 district hospitals 
which were also assessed and 
38 of them were given a total 
of 34.2bn/- for rehabilitation in 
2022/23 and 2023/24 financial 
years.

Minister for Education, Sci-
ence and Technology Prof Adolf 
Mkenda said the government 
has started to collect informa-
tion from schools in order to 
assess toilet challenges in the 
country.

This came after the govern-
ment came across a video clip 
that went viral on social media 
showing a school in Chato Dis-
trict, Geita Region with 1500 
pupils who release themselves 
in nearby bushes.

Speaker terms lack of toilets 
as an ‘unhealthy’ discussion 

 By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
has called upon public and private 
sector leaders to set strategies to en-
sure that women utilise opportunities 
in the digital economy.

Majaliwa said this yesterday when 
he represented President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan to officiate ‘Future Ready 
Summit’ in Dar es Salaam which was 
organized by Vodacom Tanzania.

The forum brought together rep-
resentatives from public and private 

sectors to discuss diverse issues af-
fecting the country’s technology sec-
tor, including policies and the future 
of digital innovation in services and 
products.

He said that public and private sec-
tor leaders, development stakehold-
ers and the general public should 
come up with strategies to promote 
cooperation and invest in the infra-
structure of Information and commu-
nication technologies (ICT) to increas-
ing digital and financial inclusion.

The premier called on mobile 

phone companies to set reasonable 
communication costs to attract more 
subscribers, including women so that 
they can fully participate in the digital 
economy.

He also asked the private sector 
stakeholders to use platforms like 
Future Ready Summit to prepare pro-
grammes to empower women and 
youth so that they can participate in 
contributing to the national economy.

  “Use this opportunity well, coop-
erate with facilitators for productive 
discussions so that the training is pro-

ductive as expected,” he said. 
Majaliwa said the government is 

implementing a project to build 26 
national secondary schools for girls 
specifically for science studies as part 
of a strategy to encourage female stu-
dents to love science. The premier 
said that the schools are being built 
in all regions at a cost of 104bn/- with 
each school costing 4bn/-.

“In this, I really commend Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan who leads 
in promoting science, technology and 
mathematics. This is due to her will 

and the deliberate steps she took to 
ensure that girls participate fully in 
opportunities for science and math-
ematics studies,” he said.

Nape Nnauye, Minister for Informa-
tion, Communication and Informa-
tion Technology encouraged Tanza-
nians to get ready for technological 
revolution, asking people to organize 
themselves and move forward.

Nnauye said the responsibility of 
the ministry is to ensure that invest-
ment is made in the construction of 
institutional infrastructure.

PM: Women should be active players in digital economy 
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 By Guardian Reporter

HYBRID innovation project which aims to nurture 
the next generation of innovators and problem-solvers 
in the country has kicked off in Dar es Salaam Region.

A statement released by its implementers in the city 
yesterday said to start with, the project starts with a se-
ries of free workshops on hybrid electric vehicles and 
technologies for up to 500 school pupils across Dar es 
Salaam Region.

The project that is scheduled to run throughout 2024 
is implemented by UpStudio Africa in collaboration 
with Toyota Tanzania.

UpStudio Africa is a design and innovation studio 
focused on nurturing the next generation of creators, 
innovators, entrepreneurs and leaders within and be-
yond Tanzania.

Cobus van Zyl, chief marketing officer of the Karim-
jee Group said in a statement yesterday that all the 
programmes under the project will focus on educating 
pupils about sustainable innovations and fostering an 
understanding of the mechanisms of greener energy 
solutions with a focus on hybrid electric vehicles.

 “Toyota Tanzania is passionate about the potential of 
hybrid electric vehicles for Tanzania. We are also pas-
sionate about investing in the education of our youth. 
We believe they will play a key role in creating a better 
future by constantly finding better, more efficient ways 
to reduce carbon emissions, noise pollution and fuel 
consumption.

By Correspondent Pascal 
Mayalla

THE government has 
expressed commitment to 
continue supporting the 
National College of Tour-
ism (NCT) with resources 
to enable it produce com-
petent graduates to fit the 
local and international la-
bour market.

Angellah Kairuki, Minis-
ter for Natural Resources 
and Tourism made the 
commitment yesterday 
during her visit to NCT 
Bustani campus in Dar 
es Salaam where she wit-
nessed how students pre-
pare a simulating event 
for this year’s Valentine’s 
Day.

She said the govern-
ment will support the 
college with financial re-
sources, equipment and 
infrastructure so that 
graduates can employ 
themselves or be em-
ployed anywhere in the 
world.

“Rapid growth of tour-
ism sector in the country 
has been contributed by 
many factors, especially 
international promotion 
efforts that have con-
vinced many Tanzanians 
to take advantage of train-
ing opportunities in the 
tourism sector,” she said.

She said courses offered 
by the NCT open many op-
portunities in hospitality 
but must be high-quality 
international standards to 
meet the growing needs 
by high-end hotels here at 
home and abroad.

Kairuki commended 
the college for provid-
ing high-quality training 
that meets international 
standards, thanks to the 
presence of experienced 
tutors and unwavering 
support from the govern-
ment.

NCT Principal Dr Flori-
an Mtey called upon Tan-
zanians to take advantage 
of the training opportuni-
ties in tourism, hospitality 
and events management, 
adding that courses are 
designed to meet interna-
tional standards.

Dr Mtey said that the 
college is not limited to 
providing just the train-
ing as it has established a 
company called NCT Utal-
ii and Ukarimu Company 
Limited that provides in- 
house and outdoor cater-
ing services.

“The college offers a va-
riety of services such as 
hotel services, accommo-
dation and even laundry 
services as well as decora-
tion services plus events 
management,” he said.  

  By Guardian Correspondent, Aru-

sha

ARUSHA regional Ccm-
missioner John Mongella has 
welcomed Tanzanian and 
foreign investors to explore 
opportunities available in the 
region in food and hospitality 
industry.

Mongella made the call yes-
terday here during the launch 
of a new high-end restaurant 
in the tourist city.

According to him, the gov-
ernment will continue to 
create a conducive environ-
ment for investors as well as 
provide close support for the 
established investments to 
grow.

He commended Dough 
Works which is the KFC 
franchise for its investment 
in food chains and that the 
newly opened facility would 
expand choice of services for 
tourists.

“We appreciate Dough 
Works Limited for teaming 
up with the government to 

strengthen tourist services in 
our region as this restaurant 
with international status in-
creases assurance of access to 
quality food services,” he said.

He appealed to youth who 
have been employed by the 
restaurant to adhere to train-
ing guidelines in order to 
serve customers including 
tourists with quality services.

“This is a very good op-
portunity because interna-
tional restaurants like this 
help increase employment to 
our youth. It is important for 
those who got employment to 
adhere to set rules and pro-
fessionalism,” he said.

Apart from employment 
opportunities, Mongella said 
the modern restaurant also 
brings new technology in the 
food and hospitality industry 
that contribute to the nation-
al economic development.

Vikram Desai, Dough 
Works managing director, 
said the launch of the facility 
assures of continued efforts 
of the company to expand its 
services to various regions.

“With the opening of new 
KFC restaurant, Dough Works 
Limited is proud of the part-
nership to promote Tanza-
nian restaurants to reach 
international standards of 
providing quality services. 
But more importantly, the 
company has provided direct 
employment to Tanzanians 
who, through their work, 
meet their needs,” he said.

KFC operates in more than 
140 countries, with thousands 
of restaurants serving its icon-
ic fried chicken to customers 
worldwide. The brand’s com-
mitment to quality, consist-
ency and its unique blend of 
flavours has made KFC one of 
the beloved and recognizable 
names in the fast-food indus-
try.

Kalpesh Mehta, Oryx Ener-
gies Tanzania executive direc-
tor said the company is well 
prepared to work together 
with Dough Works to ensure 
that KFC continues to provide 
quality and efficient services 
to Tanzanians and tourists. 

Govt promises investment to help 
NCT produce world-class graduates 

RC appeals for more investments 
as new high-end restaurant opens

Innovation project kicks off in Dar 

A nun administers ash drawn in the shape of a crucifix on a worshipper’s forehead at Dar es Salaam’s Saint Joseph’s Catholic 
Church Cathedral yesterday on the occasion of Ash Wednesday, a holy day of prayer and fasting in many Christian denominations. 
It marks the first day of Lent, the six weeks of repentance in preparation for Easter. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday following ‘Code Like a Girl’, a programme run in collaboration with 
Vodacom Tanzania. It is extensive four-day training meant to help girls aged between 14 and 18 engage with the technology industry 
and encourage them to consider technology as a career path in the future. This was shortly after the PM had launched this year’s edition 
of the Future Ready Summit Conference. Looking on (R) is Information, Communications and Information Technology minister Nape 
Nnauye.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 By Guardian Correspondent, 
Shinyanga

SHINYANGA Regional 
Commissioner Christina 
Mndeme as ordered closure 
a dam after people used its 
water and fell ill of cholera, 
leading to the surge of the 
number of patients in the 
region.

Speaking while opening 
primary health services 
committee meeting to 
discuss preparation for 
national vaccination 
campaign against measles 
and rubella, nutrition 
assessment and cholera 
trends here on Wednesday, 
she said a total of 11 new 
patients were confirmed in 
Kishapu District on Tuesday 
this week after they used 
unclean water they drew 
from Songwa Dam.

“The number of patients 
in our region now stands at 
192 and six deaths,” she said.

“I have ordered the clo-
sure of the dam with imme-
diate effect.”

The RC called upon dis-

trict executive directors in 
the region to effectively uti-
lise funds meant for nutri-
tion to address stunting in 
children.

She said there are financial 
challenges in the implemen-
tation of nutrition interven-
tions, including funds not 
being released on time.

She appealed that funds 
be released on time and not 
being directed to other ac-
tivities so that the initiatives 
can be executed successfully.

“Despite the fact that our 
region’s stunting rate in chil-
dren under the age of five 
has decreased from 32 per-
cent in 2018 to 27 percent 
in 2022, we still have a high 
stunting rate compared to 
national average of 20 per-
cent. We have to reduce it 
to less than 20 percent,” she 
said.

The RC also asked district 
nutrition officers to educate 
parents on the importance 
of feeding their children 
a balanced diet to combat 
stunting.

On the measles and ru-

bella vaccination campaign, 
RC requested parents to take 
their children aged between 
nine and 59 months to desig-
nated centres so they receive 
vaccination and be protect-
ed against the diseases.

Faustine Mlyutu, acting 
regional medical officer, said 
the region intends to vac-
cinate 300,193 children in a 
campaign that began yester-
day and would continue un-
til Sunday.

He described the symp-
toms of measles and rubella 
as high temperature and tiny 
rashes that develop through-
out the body as well as vom-
iting, eye sores, blindness, 
pneumonia, malnutrition 
and inflammation of brain.

Mlyutu said they intend to 
continue implementing vari-
ous methods of disease con-
trol to prevent cholera from 
spreading such as distribut-
ing water treatment equip-
ment, inspecting households 
without toilets and closing 
restaurants in high-risk ar-
eas. 

 By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

THE Tanzania Health Promotion Support (THPS) and 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have 
handed over a renovated care and treatment unit as 
well as facilities worth 660m/- to Mwendapole Dispen-
sary in Kibaha District, Coast Region to support cervical 
cancer treatment to patients who are at child bearing 
stage.

It is a five-year (2021-2026) project dubbed ‘Afya Hat-
ua Project’ funded by the US President’s Emergency 
Plan for Aids Relief (PEPFAR) and aimed at undertak-
ing screening and prevention of cervical cancer to more 
than 485,000 women in the region.

Speaking at the handing over event yesterday Coast 
Regional Administrative Secretary Rashid Mchatta 
commended THPS and CDC for their support that he 
said saves lives in the region.

“I appreciate the role played by THPS and CDC 
through generous support towards Aids control and 
this new initiatives that will save lives,” he said.

“Let me assure CDC and THPS that the regional lead-
ership and the government as a whole recognise your 
contribution to the fight against HIV/Aids and cancer,” 
he added.

Dr. Ann Buff, CDC associate director for data and sci-
ence said cervical cancer is the most common cancer 
in the country with nearly 10,000 new cases and 7,000 
deaths each year.

“The good news is that cervical cancer is preventable. 
It is caused by infection with human papillomavirus 
(HPV). We can prevent HPV infection and cervical can-
cer with the HPV vaccine,” she said.

According to her, they demonstrated the feasibil-
ity of large-scale routine HPV vaccination in Tanzania 
and created critical national momentum, adding that 
in 2023, the government of Tanzania updated its vac-
cination guidelines to a single dose of HPV vaccine and 
expanded eligibility to all girls aged between nine and 
14 years.

She hailed the collaboration and partnership that ex-
ists between the government and CDC which she said 
will contribute to the significant reduction of cancer 
prevalence rate in the country, which currently stands 
at 3.1 percent.

“Increased collaboration and partnership for cervical 
cancer care and prevention, along with support from 
the government of Tanzania will reduce cancer morbid-
ity and mortality in Tanzania,” she said.

George Anatory, THPS acting executive director said 
THPS is committed to continue complementing govern-
ments’ efforts in ensuring that all Tanzanians have ac-
cess to quality healthcare and contribute actively to the 
country’s socioeconomic development.

 “We trust that the support we have provided will 
help to improve efficiency and ensure quality service 
delivery of comprehensive HIV prevention, care and 
treatment services and cervical cancer screening and 
prevention, leading to saved lives in the region”, he said. 

The handed items are five thermocoagulation and six 
cryotherapy machines that will be distributed to eleven 
dispensaries to help increase  treatment rate of identi-
fied early-stage cervical lesions within the region.

The list also includes 125 modern tablets that will 
be used in 85 health facilities in the region to improve 
documentation and bi-directional referral mechanisms 
between health facilities and the community.

THPS has supported the region with office furniture 
that includes modern chairs and tables, drug storage 
cabinets, file cabinets and benches to be used by clients 
visiting the health facilities.

RC closes dam as cholera 
cases surge in Shinyanga

Dispensary gets 
cervical cancer 
treatment tools
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IN a stark warning, the 
United Nations chief said 
on Tuesday that the com-
bined impact of climate 
chaos and food crises are 
increasing threats to glob-
al peace.

Speaking at the UN 
Security Council in New 
York, Antonio Guterres 
said climate disasters 
have a negative impact on 
food production which 
kindles social unrest.

“A global food crisis is 
creating a hellscape of 
anger and heartache for 
many of the world’s poor-
est people. And the cli-
mate crisis is accelerating 
with the deadly force, and 
last year was the hottest 
ever.” “Both of these facts 
undermine peace. Empty 
bellies fuel unrest. In Por-

tugal, we have a saying, 
‘In a house with no bread, 
everyone argues and no 
one is right,” he said.

Guterres urged the UN 
Security Council to ad-
dress the impact of food 
shortages and rising pric-
es on international peace 
and security, saying cli-
mate and conflict are the 
two leading drivers of the 
global food crises.

“In Gaza, no one has 
enough to eat. Of the 
700,000 hungriest people 
in the worlds, four in five 
inhabit that tiny strip of 
land,” he said.

“In many places, cli-
mate disasters add anoth-
er dimension. Every one 
of the 14 countries most at 
risk from climate change 
are suffering conflicts; 13 
of them faced humanitar-
ian crises this year.”

Bank partner with ZHC to offer mortgage financing 
 By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

AZANIA Bank Limited and Zanzi-
bar Housing Corporation (ZHC) have 
entered into mortgage financing 
agreement targeting a broad spec-
trum of the public.

Speaking at a ceremony to launch 
the financing facility in Zanzibar 
yesterday, the bank’s senior retail 
manager Jackson Lohay and ZHC’s 
director general Mwanaisha Ali Said 
called on the public to seize the op-
portunity and get better houses both 
for residential and commercial pur-
poses.

“Let me congratulate ZHC’s man-
agement for coming forward to part-
ner with us in offering this new facil-
ity which targets to serve ordinary 
people,” said Lohay.

He pointed out that as one of the 
pioneers in offering mortgage fi-
nancing in the country, Azania Bank 
has also been targeting millions of 
ordinary people in improving their 
family housing units in both the 
mainland and the isles. 

 “We have enough experience in 
offering housing financing at afford-
able rate of not more than 14 percent 
compared to others in the market 
with a repayment schedule of up to 

25 years,” Lohay noted while urging 
all Tanzanians to access the facility.

Ali said through the partnership, 
the public housing company will 
now be able to widen its scope of 
serving more ordinary Zanzibaris in 
line with the government’s plan to 
improve housing in the isles.

“Our agreement with Azania Bank 
is part of our long-term plans to al-
low Zanzibaris access modern hous-
ing through affordable mortgage fi-
nancing,” she said, adding that ZHC 
also sells property to clients on cash 
which many ordinary people cannot 
afford.

“Because we were not performing 
well in selling our property through 
mortgage financing, we decided to 
approach Azania Bank which has 
many years of experience in the area 
to work with us,” she said.

ZHC chief further noted that the 
corporation is currently construct-
ing 72 housing units at Mombasa 
Kwa Mchina in Zanzibar with nearly 
90 percent having been purchased 
already.

“We have ongoing projects at Mfiki-
wa in Chakechake, Pemba with 220 
housing units, 120 units at Nyamanzi 
right in Unguja and 240 units at Ki-
sakasaka also in Unguja,” she said.

By Guardian Reporter, Do-
doma

WORKS Minister In-
nocent Bashungwa has 
instructed the Tanzania 
National Roads Agency 
(TANROADS) to find solu-
tion to road damages that 
result in regular repairs to 
save public funds spent 
on fixing the infrastruc-
ture.

Bashungwa spoke here 
on Wednesday at the two-
day 19th TANROADS staff 
council meeting that in-
volved 100 participants 
from across the country.

The minister 
urged the workers to 
manage projects with 
professionalism and 
patriotism so that the 
infrastructures are not 
only durable but also 
completed on time.

“The issue of premature 
deterioration of roads is 
a big problem. Make sure 
it comes to an end by 
taking legal action against 
contractors who execute 
projects below agreed 
standards,” he said.

He also directed TAN-
ROADS to use the scanner 
when inspecting roads 
and bridges and as well as 
other quality examination 

equipment before pro-
jects are handed over.

He directed TANROADS 
to strengthen and build 
capacity of its engineering 
consulting unit to enable 
it manage projects profes-
sionally and efficiently.

He also urged TAN-
ROADS to fully enforce 
the law on weights of ve-
hicles using Tanzanian 
roads by fining motorists 
who violate the law.

“There is no leader or 
civil servant who is above 
the law. Anyone who vio-
lates it should be dealt 
with and I don’t want you 
people or anyone else 
calling me to save any-
one,” he said.

Mohamed Besta, 
TANROADS chief 
executive officer, assured 
minister Bashungwa that 
the agency will work on 
the directives, pledging 
to continue working hard 
to give Tanzanians high 
quality infrastructure.

Nchama Wambura, 
chairman of the Tanzania 
Mines, Energy, Construc-
tion and Allied Workers 
Union (TAMICO) stated: 
“We’ll continue to work 
as a team to supervise all 
projects implemented in 
Tanzania.” 

Zanzibar Housing Corporation director general Mwanaisha Ali Said (L) and Azania Bank Limited senior retail banking manager Jackson Lohay sign a 
partnership agreement in Zanzibar yesterday.  The execution of the pact is expected to see ordinary citizens get modern houses through mortgage 
financing. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Works minister angered 
by regular road repairs 

Empty stomaches fuel 
unrest, warns UN chief 
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AFTER an unsuccessful 
attempt in 2018 to translo-
cate black rhinos, Kenya 
has successfully relocated 
21 mammals.

The 18-day transloca-
tion was executed by 
highly trained capture 
and veterinary experts 
from the Kenya Wildlife 
Service and its partners.

The animals’ new home 
is an expansive 58,000-
acre territory in Loisaba 
Conservancy in central 
Kenya with 25,000 acres 
dedicated exclusively to 
the conservation of this 
iconic species.

The county witnessed 
the tragic poaching of its 
last rhinos half a century 
ago. Their return is wel-
comed by rangers.

“It’s been decades since 

rhinos roamed here. Al-
most 50 years ago, their 
numbers were severely 
impacted by poaching. 
Now, our focus is on re-
juvenating this landscape 
and allowing rhinos to 
breed, aiming to restore 
their population to its for-
mer splendour,” Daniel 
ole Yiankere said.

This is Kenya’s most sig-
nificant rhino relocation 
project to date, and in-
volved the meticulous ef-
forts of tracking, darting, 
and moving critically en-
dangered rhinos to their 
new home.

The chief executive of 
Loisaba Conservancy cel-
ebrated a milestone on 
Tuesday this week.

“From a low of 300 and 
something individuals, 
we have now hit a huge 
milestone at the begin-

 By Correspondent Joseph Mwen-
dapole

 THE Tanzania Bureau of 
Standards (TBS) has asked flour 
millers and peanut butter mak-
ers to strengthen their safety 
systems to protect consumers 
against fungal and toxin con-
taminants.

TBS director general Dr 
Athumani Ngenya made the 
call in Dar es Salaam yesterday 
while opening a training ses-
sion for stakeholders process-
ing maize flour, mixed flour and 
peanut butter.

He said food is a necessary 
human need that plays impor-
tant role in people’s prosper-
ity and development, making 
its safety and quality very im-
portant not only to individuals 
but also communities and the 
country as a whole.

“If food is not safe, it causes 
health complications and even 
death and the two affect the 
economy,” he said.

Dr Nyenya said the govern-
ment’s aim is to build a strong 
and sustainable economy 
which is competitive by attract-
ing investments and improving 
the business environment.

“Food safety must be ensured 
in our country for us to achieve 
these goals,” he said.

He said that in supporting all 
plans and efforts made by the 
government, TBS is responsi-
ble for ensuring that food and 
other products produced in 
the country and those import-
ed from abroad meet the set 
standards.

“We all realize that products 
made from grains, especially 
flour and peanut products, are 
the the foods that are widely 
used in the country and that 
means if they do not meet 
standards, they can cause 
health and economic harm,” he 
said.

Baraka Nyirenda, a flour 
miller from Songwe Region, 
said the training was of help 

to participants as it focused on 
quality which if improved can 
enable processors expand local 
market and even penetrate re-
gional or international market.

“This is an opportunity for us 
to increase quality of our prod-
ucts and my take home is that if 
a product is tested by TBS and 
meets the set standards, it can 
be sold in any market in the 
world,” he said.

Janeth Mashauri who makes 
peanut butter said that the 
training took them through 
how to avoid fungal and toxin 
contaminants that can not only 
affect health of consumers but 
also destroy reputation and the 
business itself.

“I strongly advise all produc-
ers of flour and peanut but-
ter to attend trainings like this 
because since the awareness 
helps a lot in improve quality 
which is number one require-
ment for a product to penetrate 
international market,” she said. 

By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

TABORA Region has received an assortment of medi-
cal equipment worth 45m/- donated by the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID)-funded Afya 
Yangu (My Health) project to improve maternal health 
services.

Speaking during the handing over event here yester-
day, the project’s senior consultant Dr Riziki Ponsiani 
said enabling safe delivery for mothers is a priority of 
the initiative and that the tools will help improve ma-
ternal emergency services in the region.

Dr Ponsiani said that the support compliments the 
government’s efforts to strengthen maternal and child 
health services in the country.

He noted that the use of modern contraceptives 
in the region has increased to 336,607 in 2023 from 
131,006 in 2022.

“Also, the number of pregnant women who give birth 
at health facilities has increased from 117,334 in 2022 
to 127,687 in 2023. This has helped reduce maternal 
deaths from 66 in 2022 to 63 in 2023,” he said.

In addition, the project trained 164 service providers 
to correctly identify and treat diseases that contribute 
to neonatal and under-five deaths such as diarrhoea, 
malaria and respiratory diseases as well as identifica-
tion of danger symptoms.

He said the project has also improved medical servic-
es for newborns whereby 34 service providers received 
training on neonatal care services, adding that after the 
training, 16 health facilities allocated rooms for neona-
tal services.

Igunga District Commissioner Sauda Mtondoo said 
the government recognizes the contribution of non-
governmental organizations in serving the public and 
that the donated tools will help improve health ser-
vices.

Mtondoo wanted service providers to utilise the tools 
well in order to bring intended outcomes, namely safe 
delivery at health facilities.

Dr Honoratha Rutatinisibwa, medical officer in 
charge of Kitete Referral Hospital said: “This support 
is going to provide huge relief to the hospital as more 
pregnant women and newborns will continue to re-
ceive sustainable quality health services.”

Afya Yangu is a -five-year (2022-2027) project for re-
productive, maternal, newborn, child as well as adoles-
cent health which is implemented by the government 
in collaboration with various stakeholders in Tanzania 
Mainland and Zanzibar at a cost of $66.8 million pro-
vided by USAID. 

TBS drills food processors on 
how to remove contaminants

Coast regional administrative secretary Rashid Mchatta (4th-L) cuts the ribbon yesterday to mark the handing-over of a 
renovated healthcare and treatment building and other facilities worth a total of 660m/-. This was realised under a project 
funded by the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). He is flanked by Dr Ann Buff, associate director for 
data and science at the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, and Tanzania Health Promotion Support acting execu-
tive director George Anatory. Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke 

Kenya relocates 21 black rhinos to new sanctuary
ning of this year of 1,004 east-
ern black rhinos in Kenya,” Tom 
Silvester said.

After dark days in the 1980s, 
Kenya’s black rhino population 
is now the third-largest globally, 

following South Africa and Na-
mibia.

The big challenge that has 
come from that is that we have 
run out of space in the estab-
lished sanctuaries.”

Region gets medical 
equipment to boost 
its maternal health
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Let’s handle hurdles to corporate 
entities’ operations with urgency

M
EMBERS of Parlia-
ment reporting to the 
legislature as stake-
holders for various 

corporate entities stifled in their ac-
tivities by delays in value added tax 
(VAT) refunds by the Tanzania Rev-
enue Authority (TRA) had plenty to 
say on the issue in a recent commit-
tee report.

They said that the non-refunding 
had for two years running adversely 
affected efficiency in claimant com-
panies, often subsidiaries of state 
firms not fully charged with the 
direct conduct of commerce in the 
market. 

How far that consideration is part 
of the non-refunding of the dues is 
one thing but it is also apparent that 
as state entities themselves, TRA 
risks no legal action on this.

A report compiled by the leg-
islative body’s Public Invest-
ments Committee cited the dues 
as those claimed by Stamigold, 
subsidiary of the State Mining 
Corporation(Stamico) at 12.30bn/-; 
Gasco, a subsidiary of the Tanzania 
Petroleum Development Corpora-
tion at 3.01bn/-; and the Electrical 
Transmission and Distributions 
Constructions and Maintenance Co. 
Ltd (ETDCO) at 563m/-, a subisidi-
ary of the state electricity monopo-
ly, Tanesco. It is really unclear who 
really is complaining: the subsidiar-
ies or the mother firms.

A range of Tanzania’s develop-
ment partners, including the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation, 
wish for markets being sharpened 
for better results. However, the re-
flex of economic administrators lies 
elsewhere.

There is a BRICS-like attitude 
where state monopolies are left in 
place, and they form trading units 
to avoid having to work with the 
private sector in a transparent man-

ner. Earlier all sorts of procurement 
collusion was possible, when it was 
curbed, they reabsorb the task.

It is possible, as the parliamentary 
committee apparently believes, that 
there is just procrastination on the 
part of TRA to have not met the VAT 
refund claims.

When a company has 15.9bn/- 
held somewhere for a whole two 
years, it definitely will stretch out 
its working capital capacities. How-
ever, citing revenues collected 
through tax and dividends, the 
committee report affirmed that the 
government was not the big loser.

When Stamigold is said to be op-
erating under negative capital of up 
to 11.7bn/- and it is still afloat, the key 
issue isn’t that TRA fast-tracks the 
refunds to stabilise its liquidity.

The more significant point is if 
the Treasury in liaison with its core 
operational agency, TRA, knows the 
threshold capital for the subsidiar-
ies to operate, or tasks the mother 
company to increase the capital 
base or working capital. In that 
sense, the refund claims being with-
held are an indirect dividend.

The committee’s report was em-
phatic that the Value Added Tax 
Act, 2014 requires that TRA makes 
refunds to taxpayers within three 
months – and at most 12 months 
after claims are filed. That would 
imply that TRA isn’t observing the 
law in its handling of these subsidi-
aries’ claims. Yet ETDCO, a Tanesco 
subsidiary set up in December 2014 
to produce concrete poles, has not 
started production as it has not 
landed any allocation.

The ‘sweetener’ is that during the 
past ten years, Tanesco has been 
hiring ETDCO as an agent for pro-
curing concrete poles from private 
manufacturers while the relevant 
operational framework stands un-
defined.

Advertising
Mob  0782253676 
E-mails:  advertise@guardian.co.tz 
Website: www.ippmedia.com, 
epaper.ippmedia.com

Newsdesk 
General Line:  0745 700710
News Editor:  LUSEKELO PHILEMON 
                        0757154767
E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts
Managing Editor: WALLACE MAUGGO
Circulation Manager: DENNIS NTAITA

Friday 16 February 2024

Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

 A Burmese woman wearing thanaka to protect her face from the sun walks through 
a market in the Thai border town of Mae Sot. The stall is selling the wood bark that is 
ground into the cosmetic paste so popular in Myanmar. Credit: William Webb/IPS  

MCC engagement useful anchor 
for governance, economic uplift 

A 
higher gear is being en-
gaged in the wake of the 
restoration of the Mil-
lennium Challenge Cor-

poration’s (MCC) engagement with 
Tanzania.

An MCC delegation headed by the 
deputy chief executive officer has 
recently spent days in Dar es Salaam 
for talks with top Tanzanian govern-
ment officials and those charged 
with supervising MCC projects.

Remarks at the parting stage 
suggested that the intention was 
to rekindle the partnership and 
brainstorm on future development 
projects, a focused programme tied 
to sociopolitical change on the one 
hand and designer tools to empow-
er the youth on the other.

It would appear that both sides 
are satisfied with preliminary ar-
rangements – that there is a positive 
atmosphere for MCC to roll out its 
initiatives for some positive impact.

The MCC executive bought the 
policy set-up, and what remains is 
listing the choice of projects and 
partners – most of which is in place 
already. 

The official reassuringly de-
scribed Tanzania as an important 
partner for the United States and 
the new MCC threshold programme 
an excellent opportunity to further 
both sides’ engagement.

However, Tanzania is basically a 
recipient of US humanitarian sup-
port – for instance, the malaria re-
duction project in Zanzibar and the 
PEPFAR projects on the Mainland.

The assistance has been diversi-
fied to take up other diseases, not 
just malaria, HIV and TB. At least 
in that context, the cost will prove 
very high whenever the support is 
put on hold as social and economic 
cooperation generally downsized.

Yet there is a broader aspect to 
the issue, with the US standing as 
the single largest contributor to re-
sources available to United Nations 
agencies.

Thus, what we get from the World 
Bank or the International Monetary 
Fund is implicitly tied to the US.

Lest we forget, the World Bank 
is administered by a chief execu-
tive appointed by Washington, DC, 
while the IMF operates on the basis 
of policies accepted by the US in its 
capacity as the holder of the largest 
bloc of votes.

Again, numerous civic and quasi-
official bodies in the US have exten-
sive influence in setting the agenda 
of UN agencies.

The top MCC administrator was in 
the mood of looking forward to col-
lective efforts to further strengthen 
democratic governance and pro-
mote inclusive and sustainable eco-
nomic development.

While the formulation is familiar, 
there is no guarantee that the spe-
cific indicators are identical across 
the board as to quantifying inclu-
sion and sustainability in policy 
frameworks.

The MCC chieftain visited dLab, 
an innovation laboratory estab-
lished primarily to permit the har-
nessing of the potential of data rev-
olution to bolster local, regional or 
global economic links by enabling 
individuals to find more rewarding 
ways of problems or challenges via 
data by making more informed or 
appropriate decisions.

With 5G internet networking un-
folding in major urban centres, the 
rate of use of data is sure to see a 
progressive rise. Still, optimal use 
demands the reining in of monop-
oly agencies dominant in various 
sectors.

 MAE SOT, Thailand

T
he news trav-
elled like wild-
fire. In the tea-
shops, bars, and 

market stalls that make 
Thailand’s border town of 
Mae Sot feel far more Bur-
mese than Thai, the feared 
rumours circulating at the 
weekend were suddenly 
confirmed.

Military conscription 
would be imposed on 
young men and women for 
two to five years, regime-
controlled broadcasters 
in Myanmar announced 
on the Saturday night air-
waves. Details were sparse.

Panic scrolling through 
social media suddenly re-
placed conversation in one 
popular Mae Sot hangout 
run by a Burmese activist-
entrepreneur for his cli-
entele of exiles, fugitives, 
and migrants. Pool players 
stopped mid-break. “What 
the ***!” exclaimed the 
member of a rock band.

Myanmar’s junta has 
been at war with much of 
the country since staging a 
coup three years ago, but 
still, it has come as a serious 
shock that for the first time 
in modern history, the mili-
tary will impose on young 
people the choice of two 
uniforms—army or prison.

Analysts—Burmese and 
foreign—interpreted the de-
velopments in various ways. 
For some, it was a clear sign 
that the military was losing 
this patchwork civil war 
and could not sustain itself. 
For decades, it had thrived 
on recruiting youngsters 
from poor areas of the 
Bamar-majority heartlands 
of Sagaing and Magwe. But 
now those same arid re-
gions are hotbeds of resist-
ance against the regime, 
its forces stretched across 
the length and breadth of 
almost the entire country, 
depending mostly on air 
power to bomb civilian ar-
eas into submission.

“An act of desperation,” 
Igor Blazevic said of the 
junta’s move, which follows 
sizeable territorial losses 
and a meltdown of its forces 
in northern Shan State late 
last year. Blazevic, a Myan-

mar expert at the Prague 
Civil Society Centre, pre-
dicted on Facebook that 
the measure would backfire 
because the regime was too 
“weakened and broken” to 
be able to administer re-
cruitment on a large scale.

But on Monday night, 
more news was breaking 
that indicated the junta had 
got its ducks in a row—air-
ports were suddenly requir-
ing military authorisation 
stamped on tickets for even 
internal domestic flights. 
According to unconfirmed 
reports, some junta-con-
trolled border posts were 
closing or imposing simi-
lar restrictions, and young 
men had been picked up on 
the streets of the commer-
cial capital Yangon.

“It’s another way of ter-

rorising the population,” 
was the view of one young 
Burmese who did not want 
to be named for obvious 
reasons.

In the Myanmar capital, 
Nay Pyi Taw, junta spokes-
person Zaw Min Tun simply 
said conscription was es-
sential because of the “situ-
ation”.

“The duty to safeguard 
and defend the nation ex-
tends beyond just the sol-
diers but to all citizens. So 
I want to tell everyone to 
proudly follow this people’s 
military service law,” he in-
toned.

No way, retorted May, 
a young refugee whose 
dream of becoming a doc-
tor was shattered by the 
2021 coup and the arrest of 
her father.

She said compulsory mili-
tary service would simply 
drive more young people 
to join the People’s Defence 
Forces of the resistance— 
despite the heavy losses 
they are incurring and the 
military’s barbaric treat-
ment of prisoners subject-
ed to torture, summary exe-
cutions, and, most recently, 
strung up and torched.

May slipped across the 
nearby border into Mae Sot 
with her family after spend-
ing two years as a refugee in 
a camp run by a section of 
the Karen National Libera-
tion Army fighting what is 
known as the world’s long-
est-running civil war dating 
back to 1949.

“I cannot go back to My-
anmar,” she said. At 19 years 
old, she fits the age range of 

18 to 27 for single women to 
be conscripted. For men, it 
is 18 to 35 years, rising to 45 
for specialists like doctors 
and IT workers who quit 
their state sector posts in 
droves after the coup, join-
ing the Civil Disobedience 
Movement (CDM) of non-
violent resistance.

On Sunday night in Mae 
Sot, large crowds of this lat-
est wave of the Myanmar 
diaspora gathered for an 
outdoor CDM fund-raising 
concert, featuring danc-
ing and music performed 
by several of the country’s 
ethnic minorities, includ-
ing Karen and Chin. The 
concert was sponsored by 
an online bank set up by 
the resistance. Stalls sold 
knick-knacks and garments, 
and beer and hot food 
were swiftly ferried about 
by teams of neatly dressed 
waiters.

May and her entrepre-
neurial family had their 
properties and businesses 
seized and sealed by the 
military near Mandalay and 
are now rebuilding their 
lives, running a small res-
taurant among the estimat-
ed 100,000 to 200,000 Bur-
mese living in and around 
Mae Sot, setting up busi-
nesses, social services, and 
accommodation safe from 
predatory Thai officials and 
regime spies.

May remains determined 
to study medicine some-
where somehow, represent-
ative of a young, capable, 
and innovative generation 
of Burmese plugged into a 
digital world while moving 
in and out of the shadows 
of war.

Bo Kyi, a veteran activist 
and former prisoner who 
co-founded the Assistance 
Association of Political Pris-
oners in Mae Sot 24 years 
ago, saw the military’s con-
scription order as a “huge 
challenge” for young peo-
ple, especially those who 
had tried to keep out of 
politics and war. It would 
become very hard to leave 
the country legally now, he 
said.

“Millions will suffer and 
Burma will lose its human 
resources,” he said.

Is it last chance saloon? Myanmar 
junta imposes military conscription
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DISPUTE occurs when one 
party within a community 
or society feels or became 
aware of their rights and 
whether they are breached 
or jeopardized by action or 
inaction of other party. 

Under normal circum-
stances, aggrieved party 
may not remain without 
remedy, hence, may opt to 
either initiate legal process 
or resolve dispute through 
court proceedings, media-
tion and other means avail-
able including court pro-
ceedings. 

Once a dispute is re-
solved, without subjecting 
to court litigation, then it 
is legally advisable, to have 
in place settlement agree-
ment drafted and signed 
between parties to the 
dispute contained agree-
able terms and conditions 
therein. 

Nature of this document 
and its effect demands le-
gal minds to be involved 
before executing the same. 
In this article, we shall 
point out some relevant is-
sues, which we think, our 
readers should have some 
basic understanding.   

What is settlement 
agreement?

We think, it is impera-
tive to describe each word 
before combining the two 
legal words.. In our con-
text, settlement refers to 
resolution of the dispute 
between parties. This can 
be done while parties have 

not yet referred the dispute 
in court or when dispute is 
in court. 

Once both parties are 
amicably able to resolve 
a dispute between them, 
then agreement can be en-
tered. Therefore, the word 
agreement is similarly to 
other agreement, in the 
sense that, the same should 
be secured where there is 
meeting of minds (consen-
sus ad idem). 

In view of the above 
description, settlement 
agreement refers to legally 
binding agreement when 
evidenced dispute between 
two or more parties is ami-
cable resolved without go-
ing into trail or litigation.   

Why Settlement agree-
ment

As a matter of practice, 
settlement agreement is 
obtained through amica-
ble understanding between 
the parties. Therefore, con-
troller of the settlement 
proceedings are governed 
by the parties themselves 
and not the court or other 
judicial board. 

In most cases, cost in-
volved dealing with dis-
pute is less, as compared 
to when the court of law is 
involved in its fullest. Time 
consume is less because 
legal procedural technicali-
ties are not applicable, and 
parties are more relaxing 
when looking for solution 
of their dispute. 

Settlement can be done 

Practical experience in respect of the 
law of dispute settlement agreement

By Wisal Ahmed

IN the final push towards end-
ing Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM), we need to dig deep to 
cross the finish line. 

The United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) estimates that 
progress needs to be increased 
at least tenfold. The adoption by 
the General Assembly in 2022 of 
resolution 77/195, calling for the 
intensification of global efforts 
for the elimination of FGM, and 
in 2023 of resolution 78/188 on 
the girl child, urging States and 
other entities to ensure holis-
tic support for girls who are at 
risk of or who have experienced 
FGM, are solid political commit-
ments. 

More work is needed, howev-
er, to convert resolution into ac-

tion, and to scale up movements 
and interventions to abandon 
this practice.

Fortunately, we have the 
“know-how” and other tools 
needed to end FGM. Community 
engagement approaches, media 
tools, health education and in-
volvement of influential mem-
bers of society are positively 
linked with attitudinal changes 
towards abandonment of the 
practice. 

Millions of women and girls, 
boys and men, religious and cul-
tural leaders, and health work-
ers have been engaging in and 
leading abandonment efforts in 
their communities. Such efforts 
have yielded results over the last 
30 years: almost all countries 
where FGM was prevalent have 
outlawed this harmful practice. 

Today, one third of girls (0-14 
years of age) undergo FGM com-
pared to half before. But we can-
not rest: this year alone, nearly 
4.4 million girls remain at risk.

The 200 million girls and 
women who have been subject-
ed to FGM should not be forgot-
ten in the pursuit of elimination, 
as their daughters are more like-
ly to undergo the practice and 
need special attention. 

FGM survivors can be effec-
tive agents of change, as they 
have personal knowledge of the 
experience and of the obstacles 
to change, as well as the cultural 
and social awareness required 
to implement appropriate inter-
ventions within their communi-
ties.

During a visit to Ethiopia in 
October 2023, I met Shakira, 

a woman of 53 years of age, 
whose life story embodies the 
fierce courage and dedication 
required to challenge deeply en-
trenched cultural practices. 

Shakira experienced first-
hand the dire repercussions of 
FGM, enduring severe compli-
cations with each of her five 
childbirths. Resolved to shield 
her daughters from the same 
trauma, she stood up to her 
husband’s wishes to have their 
daughter undergo FGM. Her act 
of defiance led to her family be-
ing shunned by their commu-
nity.

Shakira’s resistance was not in 
vain, as her actions—combined 
with awareness-raising efforts 
by local partners supported by 
the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Pro-
gramme on the Elimination of 

Turning the tide against FGM: Survivors 
can be effective agents of transformation

Ogutu and two others.
Conclusion 
Settlement agreement 

is among of the viable and 
practical way of resolv-
ing dispute between the 
parties. This trend is also 
adopted in criminal cases in 
which some of the offences 
can be settled through bar-
gaining subject Director of 
the prosecution’s consent 
hence settlement agree-
ment and recorded the 
same in court. 

We need to re-emphasize 
before commencement of 
settlement process resulted 
to the binding settlement 
agreement, it is always im-
portant to seek legal ad-
vice because various legal 
procedures are involved to 
make same to be enforce-
able in the eyes of the law.

 Note: the material and 
information contained in 
this article are for general 
information purposes only. 
They only provide either 
elementary or basic legal 
knowledge on the above 
subject. Anyone consider-
ing legal action should con-
sult an experienced lawyer 
to understand current laws 
and how they may affect a 
case in question. 

You can send questions 
or comments to our email 
info@legisattorneys.co.tz 
or postal address Manag-
ing Partner, Legis Attor-
neys, P. O. Box 3750, DSM. 
You can visit our website 
www.legisattorneys.co.tz  

either through third par-
ties, such as mediator or 
through parties in dispute. 
For example, commercial 
case can be filed at the High 
Court of Tanzania, Com-
mercial Division at Court 
fees of 10m/- and can take 
more than year, until its 
judgment is delivered.

In most cases, prospect 
of the aggrieved parties to 
challenge the said decision 
through an appeal can take 
more than two years until 
the court delivers its rul-
ing. Therefore, it is our firm 
opinion that, settlement 
agreement is more viable 
and practicable in this mer-
cantile word.  

Stage in which settle-
ment agreement can be 
secured

Settlement agreement 
can be secured at differ-
ent stages. One, it can be 
secured before parties opt 
to initiate legal proceed-
ings. Here parties decided 
to resolve their dispute and 
having in place settlement 
agreement contained terms 
and conditions therein, in 

which parties at their own 
freely willing opt to comply 
the same, without subject-
ing dispute in court. 

In the events, when par-
ties breach what seems to 
be agreed between them, 
one may initiate legal pro-
ceedings in the court of 
law. We re- emphasize that, 
proper drafted terms and 
conditions can even assist 
parties for quickly secure 
court judgment under sum-
mary judgment.  

While on other side, set-
tlement agreement can also 
be secured while the case 
is pending in court of law 
or even after delivery of 
the judgment or at the ap-
peal stage. One thing needs 
to be noted is that, regard-
less of anything, settlement 
agreement secured while 
the case is pending should 
have an enforcement of the 
court order. 

We termed, out of court 
settlement agreement can 
be obtained during court 
case is in progress, but par-
ties opt to have out of court 
settlement understanding. 

DUE PROCESS

By
Legis Attorneys

This can be done without 
being controlled by the 
court, it is by parties them-
selves whereas it end up 
being recorded in court. 
Settlement can be either 
full or part of the disputed 
amount.     

How to enforce settle-
ment agreement

Through practical expe-
rience, enforcement of set-
tlement agreement can be 
done depending on three 
circumstances. One, if the 
same is secured before ini-
tiating legal proceedings, 
parties would smoothly 
comply with the agreeable 
terms, in case of non-com-
pliance then the right and 
viable way, is for aggrieved 
part to file case in court for 
the purposes of obtained 
decree or any other remedy 
agreed between the parties. 

Upon obtained court 
order, the same can be 
executed through avail-
able modes provided in our 
laws, as decree or order of 
the court. 

Second, is settlement ob-
tained before delivery of 
the judgment. Once both 
parties secured out of court 
settlement agreement and 
record in court , the court 
will deliver consent judg-
ment and its decree. Execu-
tion of the decree extracted 
from consent judgment can 
be done through available 
modes of execution. 

Lastly, is the settlement 
secured after delivery of the 

judgment or during appeal 
stage. It should be known, 
legally no dispute to settle 
at this stage but parties are 
at liberty to have in place 
settlement agreement on 
the decretal sum. 

Parties are liberty either 
to settle whole decretal 
sum or part of it. Once this 
is done, then, either decree 
holder or judgment debt-
or, depending on circum-
stance may registered the 
same at execution court. 
Registration of either set-
tlement is important be-
cause it informed the court 
on what has been done in 
respect of its decree failure 
of which then the said set-
tlement agreement would 
not have enforcement of 
the law.

How to set aside a set-
tlement agreement

As the matter of practice, 
settlement agreement does 
secure through full partici-
pation of each part to that 
agreement, therefore it is 
not easy to set aside or to 
challenge the same save 
for very exception circum-
stances. 

Major grounds which 
courts do accept to set 
aside, is in the event where 
one can prove settlement 
agreement was fraudulent 
procured or in violation 
of the law, which goes to 
the merit of the said settle-
ment. See case No. 449 of 
2016 between Radvan Sher-
cali versus Lilian Joseph 

Female Genital Mutilation—have 
sparked a gradual but profound 
transformation. 

Her activism has not only led 
to a paradigm shift within her 
own village but has extended 
to surrounding regions, making 
her a formidable figure in the 
battle against FGM.

The Joint Programme has sup-
ported FGM survivors, prioritiz-
ing investments in survivor-led 
initiatives centred around em-
powerment, agency and ac-
cess to essential services. As of 
last year, the Joint Programme 
supported more than 11,000 
organizations, of which 83 per 
cent were grass-roots organiza-
tions partnering with coalitions 
and survivor-led movements 
advocating for changes in poli-
cies and laws, and championing 
changes in social and gender 
norms.

This year’s global campaign 
on the International Day of Zero 
Tolerance for Female Genital 
Mutilation focuses on the voic-
es, stories and initiatives of sur-
vivors in leading the EndFGM 
movement, urging the global 
community to strengthen in-
vestment in such movements. 

We pay tribute to survivors 
like Shakira, a woman whose 
strength and advocacy have 
become a source of inspiration 
and change in her community in 
Ethiopia. We also recognize and 
celebrate survivors of FGM who 
have demonstrated leadership 
to end the practice within their 
own families and communities, 
and at the national and global 
levels.

What is a female genital 
mutilation?

Female genital mutilation in-
volves partial or total removal 
of external female genitalia or 
other injury for non-medical 
reasons. It is a human rights vio-
lation that endangers the physi-
cal and mental health of women 
and girls and limits their poten-
tial to lead healthy and fulfilling 
lives. 

It places them at an increased 
risk of serious pain, bleeding 
and infections and the likeli-
hood of other health complica-
tions later in life, including risks 
during childbirth, which can im-
peril the lives of their newborns.

When Mag-
fira Kemsur 
(L) learned 
that her best 
friend Me-
kiya Mude (R) 
was about to 
undergo fe-
male genital 
mutilation, 
she alerted 
the authori-
ties, who 
intervened. 
Mekiya says 
that Magfira 
is her res-
cuer.

We pay tribute 
to survivors 
like Shakira, a 
woman whose 
strength and 
advocacy 
have become 
a source of 
inspiration 
and change in 
her community 
in Ethiopia.
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By A Special Correspondent

T
WO milligrams of fen-
tanyl, equivalent to just 
ten to fifteen grains of 
salt, is enough to kill a 

person. Even so, every day more 
and more people – consciously or 
not – ingest the so-called “zombie 
drug”, considered an epidemic 
that in the last two years has 
killed more than 140,000 people 
in the United States.

The epidemic has also reached 
Nicaraguan migrants in that 
country. Data estimates that in 
2023, at least 40 Nicaraguans 
died from causes related to the 
consumption of drugs that were 
laced with fentanyl. Most of them 
were young people who had mi-
grated not long before.

Fentanyl, which circulates 
through the streets of the United 
States, has reached migrants, and 
is “ending the American dream 
of many Nicaraguans,” warned 
the Texas Nicaraguan Commu-
nity (TNC), at the end of 2023.

TNC confirmed that, as of April 
2023, at least six Nicaraguans 
had died as a consequence, al-
though many other cases were 
not registered at the request of 
family members.

A registry of 140 Nicaraguan 
migrant deaths in the United 
States that occurred in 2023, the 
deaths were reported in press 
releases, social networks, TNC 
publications, and from users 
seeking funds to repatriate their 
relatives.

On most occasions, these 
deaths were attributed to heart 
attacks – the ultimate cause of 
death – due to the fear of social 
stigma towards the migrant com-
munity.

Many families, who ask for 
money to repatriate their de-
ceased, fear that people will re-
fuse to support them thinking 
that “he died because he was a 
drug addict.” However, the fen-
tanyl epidemic is more complex, 
and it is a drug that has taken 
root in the United States.

“Fentanyl is a potent synthetic 
opioid, up to 50 times strong-
er than heroin and 100 times 
stronger than morphine,” states 
the #APillKills campaign, from 
the Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission, where an 
average of five people die every 
day from fentanyl overdoses, in-
cluding accidental poisonings.

Carlos was killed by fenta-
nyl

Carlos, 29 years old, had only 
spent three months as a migrant 
in the United States before he 

Dozens of Nicaraguan migrants die 
from fentanyl in the United States

died from fentanyl-laced drugs.
The young man was originally 

from Managua, where he worked 
in construction. He had a wife 
and two daughters, ages eight 
and one. Before leaving, his fam-
ily said, he had never used drugs.

He was affectionate with his 
daughters and made sure they 
had everything they needed, said 
his wife in an interview to a local 
media, when they were carrying 
out a campaign to repatriate his 
body. More than four thousand 
kilometers away from them, and 
depressed by loneliness, he tried 
drugs.

The day Carlos died, he had 
called his wife on the phone. He 
told her that he was drinking al-
cohol with other migrants, but 
that he would soon return to his 
apartment. The next thing she 
knew, he dropped dead on a New 
York street. Carlos had taken 
drugs adulterated with fentanyl. 
The consumption of these, along 
with liquor, caused him to have 
a seizure that prompted him to 
run out of the apartment and 
onto the street.

TNC gave the details in a pub-
lication that was later removed 
at the request of family mem-
bers. Likely, the young migrant 
did not know he was using drugs 
adulterated with fentanyl. TNC 
explains that the migrant com-
munity is getting fentanyl mixed 
with other drugs.

Migration stress and drug 
use

The majority of reported 
deaths from TNC in 2023 were 
of men between 20 and 30 years 
of age. Their youth, difficulties 
adjusting to a new country, de-
pression, and work burdens are 
causing many to use drugs, the 
Nicaraguan NGO said.

At the end of September 2023, 
the organization surveyed Nica-
raguan migrants. Thirty-nine 
percent of 800 respondents said 
they were disappointed with 
their situation in the United 
States, that they have problems 
adapting, and have considered 
returning to Nicaragua.

Migrants tend to suffer from 
“migratory stress,” anxiety, and 
depression due to the fragmenta-
tion of their daily lives, according 
to a study entitled Drug use and 
responses to migratory stress 
among Mexican migrants head-
ing to the United States, by Dr. 
Jorge Luis Arellanez, of the Uni-
versidad Veracruzana.

Depending on people’s re-
sources and strategies, there 
may be a greater or lesser level of 
adjustment, the specialist adds. 
Some migrants will be able to 
integrate and others who have 
fewer resources will face their 
emotional discomfort with “the 
abuse of alcoholic beverages, the 
consumption of high amounts of 
tobacco and even experimenta-
tion with illicit drugs.”

TNC: 152 Nicaraguan mi-
grants dead in 2023

In 2023, 152 Nicaraguan mi-
grants died in the United States, 
according to a count published 
by the Texas Nicaraguan Com-
munity.

Database shows that 140 Nica-
raguan migrants died from dif-
ferent causes in 2023, twelve less 
than those reported by TNC. Of 
that list, 48 died in traffic acci-
dents and 40 from heart attacks 
or cardiac arrest, among them 
several related to the consump-
tion of adulterated drugs.

Eleven others were murdered, 
and ten died of cancer, leukemia, 
or other diseases. In addition, 
three died in fires, three from 
femicides, two from work-related 
accidents, and one from drown-
ing. The causes of death are un-
known for 12.

Of the 140 migrants who died, 
35 were between 20 and 29 years 
of age, and 34 were between 30 
and 39. This means that 49 per-
cent were under 40 years of age. 
Another 16 (11 percent) were be-
tween 40 and 49 years old.

Although there is no detailed 
information on how long ago 
they migrated, it is known that 
22 of the 140 had migrated less 
than a year before their death, 
and 17 had migrated between 
one to two years prior. Many of 
them lived in California, Texas, 
and Florida.

Conditions for most Nicaragu-

creased tolerance (requiring in-
creasing doses to achieve desired 
effects), dependence, addiction, 
and withdrawal symptoms,” ac-
cording to a scientific report in 
National Geographic magazine.

“The toxicity and addictive 
potential of these narcotic com-
pounds exceed those of mor-
phine and heroin,” warns the 
publication. It adds that fentanyl 
“is 50 times more potent than 
heroin, a potency that has made 
it one of the most prominent and 
feared synthetic opioids.”

The consumption of fentanyl 
causes extreme euphoria, leth-
argy, nausea, confusion, sedation, 
breathing problems, and loss of 
consciousness. After repeated 
use, the brain adapts and its 
sensitivity decreases, increasing 
dependence, according to the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse in 
the United States.

A person who is suffering from 
a fentanyl overdose tends to pre-
sent the following symptoms, 
small, constricted, pinpoint-like 
pupils, falling asleep or losing 
consciousness, slow, weak or no 
breathing, gagging or gurgling 
sounds, limp body, cold or clam-
my skin as well as pots on the skin 
(especially on the lips and finger-
nails)

It is important to identify these 
symptoms, because the person 
may survive if given a dose of na-
loxone, a powerful drug capable 
of reversing overdoses of heroin, 
fentanyl, and other opioids, the 
CDC says.

Naloxone has been proven to 
restore a person’s breathing, and 
in the United States, it is allowed 
for sale without a prescription. It 
is also available through commu-
nity programs.

The CDC recommends the pur-
chase of naloxone for the gen-
eral population because statistics 
indicate that 40% of overdose 
deaths occur in front of other 
people.

Actions to combat fentanyl
Fentanyl use in the United 

States began to increase in 2016, 
but record fentanyl deaths sky-
rocketed in 2021, with 70,601 
deaths. The following year there 
were another 73,798 deaths.

From 2012 to 2023, some 144 
399 people died from overdoses 
of drugs adulterated with fenta-
nyl, 2.5 times the number of peo-
ple needed to fill Dodger Stadi-
um, the largest capacity baseball 
stadium in the United States.

On October 5, 2023, the Mexi-
can and U.S. governments signed 
an agreement to address fenta-
nyl trafficking. U.S. authorities 
claim that fentanyl is created in 
clandestine laboratories and traf-
ficked by Mexican cartels.

“The fentanyl that these cartels 
produce and traffic is the deadli-
est drug threat the United States 
has ever faced,” said U.S. Attorney 
General Merrick Garland.

Mexican authorities have dis-
mantled 37 fentanyl pill manu-
facturing laboratories since 
President Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor came to power in 2018, El 
Pais revealed. However, Mexican 
authorities and their president 
claimed until recently that no 
such drug was produced in their 
country.

In June 2023, the United States 
filed charges against four Chi-
nese-based chemical companies 
and eight Chinese nationals for 
trafficking precursor chemicals 
used to create fentanyl.

Several studies reveal that fen-
tanyl overdose deaths are dispro-
portionately affecting minorities 
in the United States. In New York, 
the health department reported 
that there are more deaths among 
African Americans and Latinos.

A New York Health Department 
report said that “disparities in 
deaths by race-ethnicity, age, in-
come, and neighborhood have 
widened as the magnitude of the 
overdose crisis has worsened.”

According to provisional fig-
ures from the CDC, the United 
States closed 2023 with a record 
number of more than 112,000 
drug overdose deaths, 70 per-
cent of which would be related to 
fentanyl, which has become the 
leading cause of overdose deaths 
in major U.S. cities. In the case 
of Nicaraguan migrants, it is -for 
now- the second leading cause of 
death.

an migrants in the United States 
are not favorable, according to 
the results of the TNC survey. Of 
the 800 migrants who participat-
ed, only four out of ten Nicara-
guans said that they were “doing 
well.” The rest said they were not 
doing well because of unemploy-
ment, adjustment problems, and 
disillusionment upon arrival.

The NGO warned that these 
conditions have caused many 
migrants to fall into drug and 
alcohol problems. Although 
some of the cases of deceased 
migrants are often reported on 
social networks as deaths due to 
heart attacks, several of these are 
related to the consumption of 
drugs adulterated with fentanyl.

What is fentanyl?
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 

100 times stronger than mor-
phine. Opioids are a class of 
drugs found naturally in the pop-
py plant. Some opioids are made 
directly from the plant. Others, 
such as fentanyl, are created in 
laboratories. These are known 
as synthetic opioids, explains the 
U.S. National Institute on Drug 
Abuse.

Fentanyl has its origins in 
China, where its production was 
legal until 2017. After its prohibi-
tion, Mexican drug traffickers 
learned how to “cook” it to con-
tinue the million-dollar business 
of distributing it.

A “cook” of the Sinaloa Cartel 
stated, in a report to the Spanish 
newspaper El País, that he could 
earn up to 25,000 dollars in a sin-
gle day. According to estimates 
by the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA) – quoted in the 
same report – fentanyl can gener-
ate profits of between $160,000 
and US$640,000 per kilo.

An aggravating condition for 
the circulation and consumption 
of fentanyl is that its manufactur-
ing cost is relatively low. In the 
United States, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) details that sellers make il-
legal mixtures, so some may not 
be aware that they are consum-
ing drugs laced with fentanyl, be-
cause it cannot be seen, smelled, 
or tasted.

“It is nearly impossible to tell 
if drugs were laced with fentanyl 
unless they test their drugs with 
fentanyl test strips,” CDC warns.

Like heroin or morphine, fen-
tanyl acts by binding to opioid 
receptors found in the brain that 
control pain and emotions.

The “zombie drug” induces 
“powerful stimulation,” which 
can lead to brain changes (or 
neuroadaptations), including “in-

Four out of ten Nicaraguan migrants are disappointed with their situation in the United States, according to a survey by the NGO TNC.

A person affected by fentanyl
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PANAMA CITY

A
T the bar that Sandra 
manages in Panama 
City’s central financial 
district, the variety of-

fered on the menu has shrunk due 
to delays in ship traffic through 
the Panama Canal, one of the 
world’s major shipping routes.

“We are out of stock of some 
of our foreign beers, because the 
shipment didn’t arrive. I hope it 
will get here one of these days,” 
the Panamanian bar-keeper said, 
as she pointed to a half-empty 
refrigerator in the bar nestled be-
tween skyscrapers.

“Above and beyond the ship 
traffic, the canal should provide 
raw water for the populations of 
(the provinces) of Panama and 
Colon. The difference is that now 
there is more traffic and the prob-
lem is that in the dry season the 
salt level rises and damages the 
raw water for potabilization,” 
said Óscar Vallarino

The delays have been repeat-
ed since drought took hold in 
this Central American nation 
throughout 2023, exacerbated 
by the effects of the climate crisis 
and the cyclical El Niño Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO) weather phe-
nomenon that warms the waters 
of the Pacific Ocean.

This mixture of phenomena 
has repercussions on the forested 
areas surrounding the canal and 
the Alhajuela, Gatun and Miraflo-
res artificial reservoirs that sup-
ply it and provide water for more 
than half of the country’s total 
population of 4.7 million people.

Due to the lack of rain, the level 
of Gatun Lake, the main source of 
water for the canal inaugurated 
in 1914, dropped from its normal 
height of 26 meters above sea lev-
el to less than 24 in recent weeks.

Six per cent of the world’s mari-
time trade, especially container 
trade, goes through the canal 
connecting the Atlantic and Pa-
cific oceans.

In addition, the interoce-
anic waterway has lost volume 
through evaporation due to 
warming water temperatures, 
according to a 2022 study by the 
Netherlands Water Partnership 
(NWP), a network of 180 public 
and private organizations.

Oscar Vallarino, a former of-
ficial of the state-owned autono-
mous Panama Canal Authority 

Drought narrows Panama 
Canal and delays shipping

By Finbarr Toesland, Nairobi

OFTEN referred to as the “Sun 
continent,” Africa receives more 
hours of bright sunlight than any 
other continent. But even with 60 
per cent of the world’s solar re-
sources, Africa has only one per 
cent of solar generation capacity, 
according to the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA).

Due to energy production and 
infrastructure challenges, many 
African countries regularly deal 
with blackouts, brownouts and 
poor electricity supply. Then the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit the global 
economy hard, and commodity 
prices surged after the invasion 
of Ukraine, making energy even 
more difficult for poorer Africans 
to buy.

Increasingly, start-ups rather 
than established corporations are 
offering access to advanced solar 
energy solutions to the majority 
of people across Africa. By har-
nessing the sun’s power and tran-
sitioning to clean energy, Africans 
can expect major economic and 
social developments across the 
continent.

Headquartered in Nairobi, Sun-
Culture has raised over $40 mil-
lion to equip rural farmers with 
solar-powered irrigation systems. 
Instead of counting on rainfall 
or revving up diesel or petrol 
pumps, farmers can now rely on 
solar-powered systems that are 
cheaper, use renewable energy 
and need minimal maintenance.

Once the company installs a 

solar panel on top of a farmer’s 
house and connects it to a bat-
tery-powered water pump, the 
irrigation system can cover up to 
three acres.

“Solar is particularly attrac-
tive because of its positive envi-
ronmental impact, job creation 
potential, and economic devel-
opment potential,” said Mikayla 
Czajkowski, chief of staff at Sun-
Culture.

“African nations have immense 
potential to benefit from utiliz-
ing solar energy – especially in 
remote and under-served regions 
where energy access is limited 
– and facilitates a reduction in 
the continent’s carbon footprint, 
making a valuable contribution 
to global efforts to combat cli-
mate change,” Czajkowski added.

In an impact survey of SunCul-
ture’s customers, measurement 
company 60 Decibels [a US-based 
an organisation that offers cus-
tomized assessments] found that 
SunCulture brought about signifi-
cant improvements: 89 per cent 
of smallholder farmers experi-
enced a boost in their quality of 
life, 90 per cent increased their 
production, and 87 per cent en-
hanced their earnings.

From GridX Africa, a firm that 
offers off-grid solar power to 
farms, safari lodges for tourists 
and construction projects in Ken-
ya, Mozambique and Tanzania, to 
the pay-as-you-go solar company 
Bboxx and the Egypt-based solar 
power developer and electricity 
distributor KarmSolar, Africa has 

Start-ups powering 
up Africa’s solar 
energy ecosystem

no shortage of original solar en-
ergy start-ups.

While the ambitions of these 
solar businesses are laudable, 
achieving high levels of growth is 
not easy.

Emily McAteer, founder and 
chief executive officer, of Odys-
sey Energy Solutions spent more 
than a decade working to finance 
and build distributed solar pro-
jects across Africa and India.

Her firm provides technology 
and finance solutions for distrib-
uted renewable energy busi-
nesses. At every stage of project 
development, she hit key bottle-
necks that make it hard for solar 
companies like hers to scale.

By offering tools for solar de-
velopers to aggregate and pitch 
portfolios of projects to financi-
ers, firms can access capital more 
effectively. To procure equipment 
more effectively, Odyssey stream-
lined the procurement process by 

negotiating directly with original 
equipment manufacturers for 
better prices and warranties and 
by working with developers for 
supply chain support.

“Operations and maintenance, 
especially in remote areas, can be 
a big hurdle,” Ms. McAteer said. 
“We offer hardware and software 
that sits on top of solar assets so 
that operators and investors can 
get deep insight into performance 
and optimize performance of 
their systems.”

More than 500 million people 
living in Africa have no access to 
electricity, according the IEA Afri-
ca Energy Outlook 2022. Govern-
ments and non-governmental or-
ganizations have launched many 
high-profile schemes to boost 
the solar energy sector in African 
countries, with mixed success. 
The continent needs a global re-
sponse to address a challenge of 
this immense scale.

Launched in 2012, the US-Africa 
Clean Energy Finance (US-ACEF) 
initiative attempted to offset the 
costs of the early-stage develop-
ment of clean energy projects, in 
a bid to draw investment to these 
ventures.

Solar is particularly attractive 
because of its positive environ-
mental and economic impacts.

For McAteer, the US-ACEF 
model proved effective. Now in-
novators need higher levels of 
catalytic capital to continue scal-
ing so that they can meet the UN 
Sustainable Development Goal 7, 
“Ensuring access to Clean and Af-
fordable Energy.”

“Annual capital investment in 
renewables in emerging markets 
needs to reach $1 trillion per year 
if the world is to achieve the goal 
of net-zero emissions by 2050. 
US-ACEF set the model for how 
the industry can achieve that,” 
McAteer said. “Now the missing 

piece is continued investment 
from both public and private fi-
nanciers.”

So far, the US-ACEF has sup-
ported 32 projects, with country-
specific investments in Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Morocco, Namibia, Nige-
ria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Af-
rica, Tanzania and Uganda.

Nijhad Jamal, managing partner 
of Equator, an early-stage venture 
capital firm focusing on climate 
technology in sub-Saharan Africa, 
agrees that Africa’s solar energy 
sector has benefited greatly from 
US-ACEF.

“There is a lot more impact to 
come from US-ACEF with projects 
like the Health Electrification Alli-
ance, which aims to electrify over 
10,000 health facilities in Africa,” 
Jamal said. “Most of the US-ACEF 
projects emphasize sustainabil-
ity. In our opinion, this will have a 
lasting impact on the solar energy 
sector.”

SunCulture has risen over $40 million to equip rural farmers with solar-powered irrigation systems.

A view of Panama City, where population growth is driving up water demand. Drinking water for the city and the neighboring province of Colon comes 
from the Panama Canal and faces chronic management problems and infrastructure failures, now compounded by drought. 

(ACP), founded in 1978 to manage 
the company, said the situation 
stems from including the canal 
in its current watershed and ex-
panding it since 2016, which dou-
bled its capacity and the volume 
of ships, in addition to leading to 
the prohibition of the construc-
tion of more dams.

“Above and beyond the ship 
traffic, the canal must provide 
raw water for the populations of 
(the provinces) of Panama and 
Colon. The difference is that 
now there is more traffic and the 
problem is that in the dry season 
the salt level rises and damages 
the raw water for potabilization,” 
he said.

From the Bridge of the Ameri-
cas, which connects Panama City 
with the western part of its met-
ropolitan area, the ships lined up 
to enter the canal look like figures 
in a board game moving slowly 
over a blue board. The waiting 
time varies, mostly en route to a 
U.S. port.

But the slowdown stems from 
the crucial element of the infra-
structure: water, whose scarcity 
means fewer commercial vessels 
can cross from one ocean to the 
other. The reservoirs that feed 
the canal have a capacity of 1,857 
hectoliters and currently hold 
only 900.

At the same time, the de-
mand for different activities is 
increasing, leading to greater 
competition for consumption 
and conflicts that will intensify 
throughout this century.

Law 93 of 1999, modified by 
Law 44 of 2006, establishes the 
limits of the canal’s watershed, 
which covers 343,521 hectares 
and is one of 52 in the country.

The rainy season in this tropi-
cal country runs from May to 
November, but the last quarter of 
last year recorded lower rainfall, 
and the drought will worsen in 
the first half of 2024.

The population of the prov-
inces of Panama and Colon also 

depends on water from the canal. 
But the problem is aggravated by 
waste, the leakage of at least 40 
percent of the water due to bro-
ken pipes and the lack of efficient 
infrastructure.

This is despite the fact that this 
nation ranks fifth in the world in 
annual rainfall, has six times the 
world average of fresh water per 
person, in addition to 500 rivers, 
in an area of only 75,517 square 
kilometres.

But on the other hand, it has 
the highest individual consump-
tion in Latin America, with 507 
litres per inhabitant. Panama has 
an availability of about 115,000 
cubic meters per inhabitant/year, 
according to the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB).

The consequences of the cli-
mate crisis and ENSO cloud the 
outlook for the water supply, 
since they mean that both excess 
and scarcity of water will create 
trouble for this Central American 
country. El Niño has reappeared 

in its strong phase, as meteorolo-
gists define the worst of its three 
modalities.

The ACP estimates that the 
basin captures almost 4.4 bil-
lion cubic meters (m3) annually, 
of which the canal consumes 70 
percent for navigation and 15 per-
cent for drinking water.

Victim of nature
In response to the crisis, the 

ACP adjusted the maximum draft, 
the daily traffic capacity and the 
reuse of diverted water.

As a result, it reduced the num-
ber of vessels crossing the 82-kil-
ometer route to 24 per day from 
an average of between 38 and 40, 
which could drop to 18 this Feb-
ruary, when traffic is expected 
to decline by one-third from its 
usual level.

In addition, it charges 10,000 
dollars for water rights and auc-
tions quotas for diverting water. 
Each passage requires 250 mil-
lion liters of water per vessel, 

which is then returned to the sys-
tem.

The canal already suffered an 
acute water crisis in 2016, but it 
has been aggravated now by a 
strong ENSO.

William Hugues, a member of 
the non-governmental National 
Front for the Defense of Social 
and Economic Rights, said the 
crisis was foreseeable and ex-
posed the underlying aim of pri-
oritizing the canal over the water 
supply to the local population.

“We issued a warning in 2006, 
when the expansion was be-
ing discussed, that larger locks 
would cause more salt water to 
enter Gatun. This demand would 
threaten the supply of drinking 
water. We have to accept that the 
canal has physical limits and we 
cannot respond to the dynamics 
of the international economy,” 
the economist, whose group in-
cludes social organizations, trade 
unions and other groups, told 
IPS.

Hugues, author of a book on 
the expansion of the canal traffic, 
pointed out that there is always a 
line of ships waiting to cross dur-
ing the dry season and that the 
measures applied are the same as 
before the expansion.

Due to cargo demand, the ex-
pansion, undertaken in 2007 and 
completed in 2016, added two 
locks to accommodate the larg-
er, heavier Neopanamax cargo 
ships, which need more water to 
transport up to 120,000 tons, es-
pecially gas cargo. But the expan-
sion has had repercussions on 
the demand for water.

The use of the canal brings 
more than four billion dollars 
into the Panamanian coffers an-
nually, approximately six per-
cent of GDP. The drop in traffic 
could mean a financial loss of 
more than 200 million dollars a 
year and, therefore, will have an 
impact on the already stressed fi-
nances of this Central American 
nation.

Although it had promised to do 
so, the ACP did not respond to an 
IPS query about forecasts for ca-
nal activity in 2024.

The crisis has forced ships to 
take longer and more expensive 
routes, such as around Cape 
Horn, to the south of Chile, or to 
move cargo overland from coast 
to coast in Panama, before re-
loading it onto ships.
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T
HE arrival of former Prime 
Minister Edward Lowassa 
to the opposition—Chama 
cha Demokrasia na Maen-

deleo (Chadema) sparked contro-
versy, signifying a pivotal moment 
in Tanzania’s opposition history. 

The development triggered disa-
greement, prompting prominent 
figures like former Chadema Secre-
tary General Wilbroad Slaa to dis-
tance themselves from these politi-
cal changes.

In a political whirlwind on July 
28th, 2015, Chadema experienced 
a notable surge in members, stem-
ming from a surprising source – 
CCM, Tanzania’s ruling party. 

However, as the calendar flipped 
to 2016, a reverse trend emerged, 
with individuals gradually retrac-
ing their steps back to their political 
origins.

 By the time 2020 dawned, not a 
single member from the initial in-
flux remained. The tale of this polit-
ical migration unveils a captivating 
narrative of shifting loyalties and 
the ever-changing dynamics of Tan-
zanian politics.

The influx into Chadema in Au-
gust 2015 was a result of the pre-
liminary election process within 
CCM to select a presidential can-
didate. Edward Lowassa, a former 
Prime Minister, wielded consider-
able influence. However, he faced 
setbacks.

Lowassa, with his slogan “Journey 
of Hope,” built high expectations 
among his followers, a large group 
within CCM, and many Tanzanians, 
that he would be the chosen CCM 
candidate for the presidency, even-
tually becoming the Fifth President. 

He crafted an image of a power-
ful politician, creating a buzz with 
his activities. The way various 
groups, including religious leaders, 
emerged to persuade him to run, 
led some to claim it was all staged.

When warned by CCM’s former 
Secretary of Ideology and Public-
ity, Nape Nnauye, about the surge of 
people urging him to run, Lowassa 
responded, “I cannot stop floods 
with my hands.” This earned him 
the nickname “Mzee wa Mafuriko” 
(The Elder of Floods).

Every move Lowassa made to-
wards the Tanzanian presidency in 
2015 was impactful. He distributed 
money to churches and mosques, 
and when questioned about the 
source, he simply said, “from 
friends.” Hundreds of millions were 
involved.

The Sheikh Amri Abed Stadium 
overflowed when Lowassa declared 
his intention. Then planes and 
helicopters dotted the skies, buses 
adorned with Lowassa’s pictures 
and the slogan “Journey of Hope,” 
a procession of Toyota Land Cruis-
er 200 series turned the country’s 
roads into a frenzy. Lowassa tire-

Political odyssey of Edward Ngoyai Lowassa: 
Chronicle of joining, departing from Chadema

lessly sought sponsors.
Hundreds of thousands came 

forward to sponsor Lowassa. The 
sponsorship was overwhelming. 
Everything related to Lowassa 
and the presidency in 2015 had a 
significant impact, even when he 
was cut, leaving many astonished. 
It seemed impossible to cut him.

Because Lowassa was the ‘own-
er’ of the political buzz, especially 
regarding the presidency in 2015, 
when he announced his depar-
ture from CCM to join Chadema, 
it was a departure with a signifi-
cant impact. CCM’s top leaders 
and senior members followed 
him. You could call it a flood mi-
gration based on his statement.

Chadema’s Chairman, Freeman 
Mbowe, greeted the former presi-
dential candidate of the party, Ed-
ward Lowassa, during one of the 
party’s internal meetings in 2015 
leading up to the general election.

Lowassa was the one with the 
most impact. Those who refused 
to welcome him had to leave. Dr. 
Willibrod Slaa, the Secretary Gen-
eral of Chadema, stepped aside, 
allowing Lowassa to become the 
presidential candidate. Slaa ob-
jected to accepting Lowassa.

As the 2015 General Election ap-
proached, Chadema joined forces 
with CUF, NCCR-Mageuzi, and 
NLD, under the umbrella of the 
Coalition of Defenders of the Peo-
ple’s Constitution (UKAWA), to 
nominate a joint presidential can-
didate. Lowassa was endorsed. 
CUF’s Chairman, Prof Ibrahim Li-
pumba, resigned, though he later 
returned when he rescinded his 
resignation.

Lowassa’s political footprints 
were accompanied by many. The 
first was the veteran Commu-
nist, Kingunge Ngombale Mwiru, 
who refused to take a party card 
but declared he “supported the 
change.” He even climbed the 
Chadema platforms to campaign 
for Lowassa.

Former Minister of Home Af-
fairs, Laurence Masha, CCM’s 
Chairmen, Hamis Mgeja (Shinyan-
ga), and Mgana Msindai (Singida), 
were among the CCM dignitaries 
who loudly declared, “Where you 
are, we are,” indicating that wher-
ever Lowassa went, they would 
follow him.

Fredrick Sumaye, who served 
as the Prime Minister for both 
terms in the Third Phase Govern-
ment, surprised many when he 
joined Lowassa in Chadema. 

When they were both in CCM, 
they did not see eye to eye. 
Tambwe Hiza, a CUF member 
who switched to CCM during Yu-
suf Makamba’s tenure as Secre-
tary General, also joined the op-
position, Chadema, to unite with 
Lowassa.

Some were defeated in CCM’s 
primary elections for parlia-
mentary seats and then joined 
Lowassa’s Chadema. Dr. Milton 
Makongoro Mahanga and James 
Lembeli, who moved to Chadema 
after losing in CCM, were among 
them.

Esther Bulaya, the former 
Chadema Member of Parliament 
for Bunda Urban, was a CCM Spe-
cial Seats MP from 2010 to 2015 
and was expected to run for pri-
mary elections in CCM. However, 

she switched gears at the last min-
ute, moved to Chadema, and was 
given the candidacy, defeating 
the senior politician in the coun-
try, Stephen Wasira.

Bulaya, even though she joined 
Chadema during Lowassa’s move-
ment, was not part of the “where 
Lowassa is, we are” group, as she 
had long been associated with 
Chadema due to her close friend-
ship with Halima Mdee, the Mem-
ber of Parliament for Kawe and 
Chairperson of the Chadema 
Women’s Council (BAWACHA).

I corrected Bulaya’s migration 
to illustrate the broader picture 
of how the “Lowassa Chadema 
book” was closed. No remnants 
remained. Many returned to CCM, 
and three were called by God.

The first to return to CCM was 
Ambassador Mwapachu, who 
returned his CCM card to the 
Mikocheni Ward office early in 
March 2016 and the one who 
closed the book was Dr. Mahanga, 
who passed away on March 23 
this year.

Tambwe passed away early 
in February 2018 while still in 
Chadema. On March 2, 2018, King-
unge passed away. Although King-
unge never took a Chadema card, 
he was associated with the party 
and Lowassa until his death.

From March 2016, when Am-
bassador Mwapachu, a former 
CCM member, praised President 
John Magufuli’s performance and 
admitted he was wrong to leave, 
others returned to CCM in install-
ments.

Sumaye, after failing to secure 
the East African Legislative As-

sembly seat on Chadema’s ticket, 
did not take long to return to CCM, 
saying “Opposition cannot win the 
presidency.”

On March 1 last year, Lowassa re-
turned to CCM. After that, Mgeja 
received the call of God. Those who 
claimed “where Lowassa is, we are” 
either returned or were overtaken 
by death.

So far, by the end of 2019, Sumaye 
and Mahanga seemed reluctant to 
return to CCM. In December 2019, 
Sumaye resigned from Chadema 
and retired from politics, claiming 
the party lacked democracy.

In February last year, Sumaye re-
turned to CCM. Now, Mahanga was 
the only one left stubbornly resist-
ing returning to CCM. Then he, too, 
was taken by God. Now, after Ma-
hanga’s death, the book of Lowassa 
within Chadema is closed. Everyone 
either returned or was overtaken by 
death.

In a twist of political fate, the 
once-accused Edward Lowassa 
found himself at the center of a 
controversy that unfolded in Tanza-
nia in 2007. Chadema, a prominent 
political party, released a list of 11 
individuals labeled as corrupt dur-
ing a gathering at Mwembeyanga 
grounds, Temeke, Dar es Salaam, 
on September 15, 2007. Lowassa’s 
name featured on this list, accused 
of violating a contract with the City 
Water company in Dar es Salaam.

The accusations stemmed from 
the City Water contract breach, 
which prompted Chadema’s criti-
cism of Lowassa for what they per-
ceived as an authoritarian decision 
with potential financial repercus-
sions for the nation. However, the 
government won the case in court, 
and the corruption allegations 
against Lowassa were dismissed.

A key moment in this controversy 
unfolded in 2012 when, during a 
CCM Central Committee meeting, 
Lowassa confronted President Kik-
wete. For the first time in four years, 
Lowassa openly stated that none 
of those accused of corruption in 
the 2007 list, including President 
Kikwete, had been cleared by any 
committee or court. This revelation 
marked a pivotal moment in the 
ongoing power struggles within the 
ruling party.

Dr Harrison Mwakyembe, who 
chaired the parliamentary special 
committee investigating the Rich-
mond scandal, shed light on the 
complexities surrounding Lowas-
sa’s downfall. Contrary to popular 
belief, Lowassa’s involvement in the 
Richmond saga was not due to own-
ership but his role as prime minis-
ter overseeing the contract award. 
The committee initially avoided 
implicating President Kikwete but 
later learned that the president was 
aware and approved of the parlia-
mentary proceedings against Lo-
wassa.

Edward Lowassa’s political jour-
ney in Tanzania is a tale of intrigue, 
controversy, and shifting alliances 
that have left an indelible mark on 
the nation’s political landscape. The 
power struggle between Lowassa 
and Samuel Sitta, fueled by Presi-
dent Kikwete’s promises during the 
election campaign, set the stage for 
a series of unexpected events.

When Sitta won the speakership, 
Lowassa’s appointment as prime 
minister surprised many within 
the ruling party, sparking internal 
conflicts. Lowassa’s strategic resig-
nation from Parliament, initiated 
by President Kikwete, showcased a 
complex web of internal pressures 
and conflicts within CCM.

Despite these tumultuous events, 
Lowassa maintained his silence, 
even in the face of attacks, until 
2012 when he urged the president 
to disclose the truth about the Rich-
mond saga during a NEC meeting. 

The unresolved intricacies sur-
rounding the Richmond saga, 
marked by political intrigue, remain 
untouched by the government’s an-
ti-corruption efforts, fostering fears 
that hidden truths may yet emerge. 
The unanswered questions sur-
rounding Lowassa’s political jour-
ney persist, continuing to shape the 
nation’s narrative and leaving a trail 
of intrigue that defines his murky 
political legacy. May his soul rest in 
eternal peace.

The first to 
return to 
CCM was 
Ambassador 
Mwapachu, 
who returned 
his CCM 
card to the 
Mikocheni 
Ward office 
early in March 
2016 and the 
one who closed 
the book was 
Dr Mahanga, 
who passed 
away on March 
23 this year.
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By Guardian Reporter

W
HILE the 
shortage of af-
fordable hous-
ing is a global 

issue impacting millions, 
experts propose that the so-
lution isn’t merely erecting 
more houses, but rather pri-
oritizing the development of 
sustainable communities.

For instance, in his recent 
article dubbed: “Sustain-
able Affordable Housing in 
Africa: Building for the Fu-
ture,” Scotland-based Archi-
tect David-Isaac Arinze has 
highlighted what sustain-
able communities are, say-
ing they provide people with 
safe, healthy, and comfort-
able homes.

According to him, these 
homes meet its dwellers’ 
needs yet without compro-
mising the needs of future 
generations.

“The lack of affordable 
housing in Africa is a grow-
ing concern, with millions of 
people living in inadequate, 

overcrowded, and unsafe 
housing conditions. Howev-
er, building more affordable 
housing is not enough,” he 
insists.

The Architect is of the 
view that creating homes 
that are not only affordable 
but also energy-efficient, en-
vironmentally friendly, and 
socially inclusive, can lead 
to improved living condi-
tions for residents, reduced 
energy costs, and reduced 
carbon emissions.

“Sustainable affordable 
housing can also promote 
economic development by 
creating jobs in the construc-
tion and maintenance of 
buildings, as well as improv-
ing access to basic services 
like healthcare and educa-
tion,” the paper read in part.

Citing Kenya and Malawi, 
Azure thinks innovative so-
lutions should be explored 
to address the matter, for 
instance he said: “One ap-
proach is to use local ma-
terials and techniques to 
build affordable, sustainable 

homes.”
He added: “In Malawi and 

Kenya, solutions are cre-
ated using 3D printing tech-
nology to build affordable 
homes in less than 24 hours. 
Another approach is to pro-
vide access to finance for 
low-income families to build 
or improve their homes. 
This can be done through 
microfinance institutions or 
government-sponsored pro-
grams.”

On the other hand, the 
construction expert is call-
ing for a collaboration be-
tween private sector and 
government and of which 
later would provide land, in-
frastructure, and regulatory 
frameworks to enable the 
private sector to build sus-
tainable affordable housing.

“The private sector can 
bring in innovative financ-
ing models, technology, and 
expertise to build and main-
tain these homes,” he said in 
his article.

Added he: “By incorporat-
ing sustainable design, mate-

rials, and infrastructure, we 
can build affordable housing 
that meets the needs of resi-
dents while protecting the 
environment and preserving 
resources for future genera-
tions.”

Therefore, he maintained 
that collaboration between 
governments and the private 
sector is essential to address 
the affordable housing crisis 
in Africa and build a better 
future for all.

For her party, Aysher 
Mahmood, an independent 
Quantity Surveyor said: “Of 
course, housing affordability 
remains a challenge and it 
is worsening due to, among 
other factors, the economic 
effects. Therefore, having 
a sustainable community 
would help in preventing 
city expansion on the basis 
of informal land develop-
ment and informal housing 
supply.

“According to the 202 
census, the country’s popu-
lation stands at 62 million, 
an increase of 37 percent 

US extends 
funding to a 
local school

By Guardian Reporter

THE United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) has allocated over $476,000 
towards infrastructure improvements at Sega Girls’ 
Secondary, a local school in Morogoro. This initiative 
aims to enhance the learning environment and facili-
ties at the school.

The project which is being developed through the 
office of the American Schools and Hospitals Abroad 
(ASHA), covers 30 hectares; and is set to promote 
educational development for students and the sur-
rounding community.

According to USAID statement which was made 
available to this paper, indicated that project sheds 
light on the school, which currently serves 280 
smart, talented students, who otherwise would have 
been at risk of dropping school.

“Or not getting a quality education, with the high-
est quality of secondary education and many oth-
er  opportunities to help girls develop to their full 
potential,” the statement read in part.

It is said that the construction aims to pro-
vide  modern infrastructure, including a dormitory 
for 48 girls, a much-needed Biology laboratory to en-
hance practical teaching, workshop, guardhouse and 
a wall around the campus.

It adds: “This construction will improve the learn-
ing environment and ensure the safety of students, 
as well as provide space for the school to accommo-
date and serve more students. Erecting a concrete 
wall will strengthen security for female students.”

Currently, it is noted that the school is surrounded 
by residential areas, necessitating a peaceful learn-
ing environment to prevent students from being in-
fluenced by external distractions.

The project will expand the school’s scope by offer-
ing practical training such as music, business enter-
prises, tailoring, and vegetable cultivation, which is 
expected to greatly benefit the students and the Sega 
community at large, thus produce graduates with 
skills and knowledge to succeed and  catalyse posi-
tive change in their families and society.

HOW AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING CAN LOOK

Sustainable housing. Photo courtesy of Karmod 

from 2012 and by 2050, it 
is projected that Tanzania 
will have a population of 137 
million. The question is, will 
the country’s housing sector 
ready to meet the demand?” 
she probed.

Adding: “Currently the 
sector faces several key 
constraints that inhibit its 
future development, which 
includes limited access to 
land, that why people pre-
fer the informal land sector 
which results to informal 
settlement coupled with 
substandard construction.”

Dr Tatu Limbuka, Senior 
Research Fellow at Ardhi 
University, was one time 
quoted when giving a key-
note speech on the pursuit 
of a modern city and afforda-
ble housing in Tanzania say-
ing by 2050, it is estimated 
that most African countries 
will have over 50 percent of 
their population living in ur-
ban areas.

She believes that such 
unprecedented urbaniza-
tion move, has not been ac-
companied by significant 
economic performance. As 
a result, informality and ur-
ban poverty are an everyday 
reality.

“High population growth 
and unsatisfied housing 
needs force many residents 
to live in informal, inad-
equate, and substandard 
housing with poor water and 
sanitation infrastructure. 
Every year, 4.5 million new 
residents move into infor-
mal settlements of Sub-Saha-
ran African cities, which are 
often located in risky areas 
exposed to climate impacts,” 
she said.

Therefore, the call to build-
ing sustainable communities 
that provide people with 
safe, healthy, and comfort-
able homes that meet their 
needs without compromis-
ing the needs of future gen-
erations becomes vital.

And this is why Davis 
Omondi an engineer by 
profession highlights the 
importance of sustainable 
communities in response to 
affordable housing.

“For sustainable commu-
nities, housing should be 
easily available, and must 
be affordable, economically 
and ecologically designed 
and comfortable, thus better 
suiting the needs of a per-
son,” he said.

Tenant sues landlord claiming a UK flat 
was sublet as he was stranded abroad

another person had been 
living there. “It was very un-
comfortable seeing some-
one had been sleeping in 
my bed, using my towels,” 
he said. “It was just theft.”

Clarion declined to com-
ment before the trial, where 
it will contest the case. It 
referred instead to a state-
ment it made in October 
2022 that a Clarion staff 
member, the unauthorised 
person residing in the home 
and Scalora were suspected 
of colluding to commit ten-
ancy fraud and were un-
der criminal investigation. 
That is something Scalora 
strongly denies.

Scotland Yard said it had 
received a report that an 
“unknown person was be-
lieved to have been residing 
at the address while the oc-
cupier was abroad”, that the 
“tenancy issue was a matter 
for the relevant housing au-
thority” and that no arrests 
had been made.

It did not say Scalora was 
under investigation. RBKC 
said it had “established that 
any legal action had to be 
pursued by Clarion”. Scalo-
ra said he was interviewed 
under caution in late 2022 

but the investigation did 
not proceed. Clarion said it 
had not been pursuing any 
legal action.

About one in 20 social 
homes in London, and one 
in 30 elsewhere in England, 
are subject to some sort of 
tenancy fraud, according 
to a study by the Tenancy 
Fraud Forum and the Fraud 
Advisory Panel. It can in-
clude tenants subletting 
their properties on plat-
forms such as Airbnb.

RBKC has previously esti-
mated  that tenancy fraud 
costs the public purse an 
average of £42,000 a year 
for each home.

With about 148,000 prop-
erties affected, the problem 
has been getting worse, 
with a shortage of afford-
able housing in the private 
sector, shrinking or stag-
nant incomes and pressure 
on budgets, staffing and 
skills among social housing 
providers considered the 
main drivers.

Illegal subletting can net 
fraudsters thousands of 
pounds and is punishable 
by fines or up to two years 
in prison.

Agencies

LONDON

A social housing tenant is 
suing his landlord for £1m 
in damages, alleging that 
a housing officer illegally 
sublet his home when he 
was stranded abroad at the 
start of the Covid pandemic 
in 2020.

Filippe Scalora’s case 
against Clarion will allege 
that when he returned to 
the flat he discovered a 
stranger had been sleep-
ing in his bed and using his 
towels, cutlery, crockery 
and computer.

The case over the one-
bedroom property in Chel-
sea, south-west  London, 
goes to trial at the high 
court in London on Thurs-
day. Clarion is the UK’s larg-
est housing association.

“I walked into the flat and 
saw half of my stuff there 
and someone living in it,” 
the 43-year-old former reg-
ulatory compliance official 
told the Guardian. “My mail 

was open, really private 
stuff like bank accounts and 
NHS appointment forms. I 
was devastated.”

Scalora was allocated the 
flat on Cale Street by the 
Royal Borough of Kensing-
ton and Chelsea (RBKC) 
with a lifetime tenancy be-
cause of a medical condi-
tion. The rent was about 
£600 a month but would 
cost roughly £2,000 a 
month on the open market, 
he said.

He has been homeless 
since he returned to the 
UK, living in budget hotels 
and temporary accommo-
dation. He said his home 
remained occupied by the 
person the housing officer 
moved in in 2020.

Scalora was in Australia 
when the pandemic hit and 
claims he contacted his 
housing officer explaining 
he would not be able to get 
back to his home. He says 
the officer asked him to 
send his keys for a gas in-

Filippe Scalora, seen outside the Travelodge he has been given as temporary hous-
ing in the City of London. Photograph: Alicia Canter/The Guardian

A view of Sega Girls’ Secondary School 

spection and later told him 
RBKC wanted to allocate it 
to a temporary tenant.

He said he was promised 
he would get his flat back, 
or another one, when he 
was able to return.

His account is that when 
he realised he would be 

stranded abroad he asked 
a friend to remove his be-
longings to allow for the 
new occupant, but it would 
later transpire that not eve-
rything was removed.

He discovered something 
was wrong in November 
2021, when the housing of-

ficer stopped replying to his 
messages and the council 
told him it had no record of 
moving anyone else into the 
home.

In April 2022 he returned 
to the UK and hired a lock-
smith to get him in, which 
was when he discovered 



LONDON

THE housing market is expect-
ed to stage a recovery in 2024 af-
ter average UK house prices fell 
by only £4,000 last year, accord-
ing to official figures.

The price of the average home 
decreased by 1.4 percent in the 
12 months to December 2023, an 
improvement on an annual fall of 
2.3 percent recorded in Novem-
ber, the Office for National Statis-
tics (ONS) said.

The figures suggest that a slow-
down in the housing sector in 
2023 triggered by rising mort-
gage costs may be over, and a 
downward trend in house prices 
has bottomed out.

After gains of more than 20 per-
cent since 2020 that added more 
than £60,000 to the average UK 
house price, the latest figures 
show an annual drop of £4,000 to 
£285,000 in December. Prices hit 
a peak of £291,100 in the autumn 
of 2022.

Pent-up demand from cash 
buyers and first-time buyers who 
can access much cheaper mort-
gages than they could in 2023 is 
expected to push up prices back 
towards their peak this year, ac-
cording to many economists.

The Bank of England is fore-
cast to cut interest rates this year 
from 5.25 percent to 4.5 percent, 
prompting lenders to cut their 
latest two- and five-year fixed-
rate mortgage offers.

Figures from the Halifax 
and  Nationwide  have shown 
prices bouncing back since the 
start of the year as mortgage loan 
costs tumble.

Gabriella Dickens, a UK econo-

mist at Pantheon Macroeconom-
ics, said: “We expect the official 
measure to follow the Nationwide 
measure and start to rebound, as 
the fall in mortgage rates and re-
covery in real incomes boosts af-
fordability.”

England had the highest aver-
age prices of all the UK nations 
and it experienced the biggest 
fall last year, down 2.1 percent to 
£302,000.  Property  values in 
Wales fell by 2.5 percent.

Scotland had the lowest aver-
age price and a rise in prices of 
3.3 percent to £190,000, closing 
the gap in prices across the UK.

The north-west of England had 
the highest annual percentage 
change in 2023 – up 1.2 percent – 
while the lowest was in London, 
at -4.8 percent.

While house prices dipped in 
2023, private rents continued 
to soar. In the two years before 
March 2020, when the coronavi-
rus pandemic forced the govern-
ment to lockdown the economy, 
rental inflation averaged 1.5 per-
cent. Since then, rental costs have 
jumped year on year before level-
ling off at 6 percent over the last 
four months of 2023.

“Private rental prices paid by 
tenants in the UK rose by 6.2 per-
cent in the 12 months to January 
2024, unchanged for the second 
consecutive month,” the ONS 
said.

“Within England, London had 
the highest annual percentage 
change in private rental prices in 
the 12 months to January 2024, at 
6.9 percent, while the north-east 
saw the lowest, at 4.7 percent.”

The Guardian
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UK housing market 
recovers as price falls

AREAS TO REFLECT MENDING
BEFORE LISTING A PROPERTY
By Guardian Reporter

W
HETHER you are 
a first-time home 
seller or not, you 
may have expe-

rienced difficulties in pushing 
your property off the market 
fast.

Hassan & Philips Realtors 
highlights several factors that 
would contribute to a quick 
house sale, some being more 
evident like pricing, marketing 
techniques and the efforts or 
experience of the real estate 
agent, which can easily over-
shadow other minor fixes that 
can contribute immensely in 
changing the views of potential 
home buyers over your prop-
erty.

According to information 
posted on their website, if you 
are looking forward to sell your 
property and you are still curi-
ous about what adjudgments 
will attract more clients to set-
tle for it, this article will equip 
you with suggestions that you 
could possibly overlook.

  The following are impor-
tant areas you should definitely 
consider renovating before list-
ing your property up for sale.

 
Upgrade the kitchen
You could be an experienced 

cook or simply a person who 
pays the kitchen a visit every 
once in a while, but you may 
still agree with me that the 
kitchen is the most important 
part of the house.

A neatly well-defined and fin-
ished kitchen can dictate the 

views of potential clients there-
fore it is important that you 
consider giving it minor adjust-
ments before listing your house 
for sale.

Consider polishing or replac-
ing old and damaged counter-
tops, cabinets, drawers, broken 
or leaking water systems, poor 
lighting and boring or old wall 
paint.

Avoid trends like wallpa-
pers as they tend to time your 
kitchen. Introduce your kitch-
en to brighter colors, a coat of 
fresh new paint will give your 
kitchen a welcoming, new and 
unique definition.

 
Upgrade the bathroom
After the kitchen, the bath-

room is arguably the next most 
important part of any house. 
Homebuyers have a keen eye 
on the bathroom, paying atten-
tion to minor details that can 
result into major discomforts 
in the long run.

Hygiene is also another fac-
tor that can inspire or dis-
courage home viewers from 
considering your house. Dirty 
bathrooms say a lot about the 
current homeowner and it can 
influence the final decision of 
the viewers about the entire 
house.

Give your bathroom a new 
look by replacing old stained 
or broken sinks, tubs, leaking 
pipes and taps, changing show-
er heads, broken old or dull 
tiles, cabinets, broken or blur 
mirrors.

You do not necessarily have 
to spend a fortune on the up-

grade, you should work on a 
project that still returns profit 
once the house is sold.

 
Work on the exterior
First impression always goes 

a long way, we remember cer-
tain things just after a single 
glance. This does not change in 
real estate.

Home viewers go around sev-
eral houses but it is one catchy 
look that uniquely stands out 
that may end up with a deal. 
Your home’s outdoor sur-
roundings have a lot of impact 
to home viewers since it is the 
first thing they see upon ar-
rival.

The first impression home 
viewers have on your house 
may be the breaking or making 
point and you definitely want it 
to be the latter. Hire a landscap-
ing expert if necessary to give 
your home a fix matching its 
standards.

Trim trees, bushes, and flow-
ers to give the garden a neat 
edgy look, fertilize the yard 
for a healthier look of existing 
plants, clear out weeds and 
edge the sidewalks and drive-
ways.

You may consider giving the 
front door a new appearance 
with brighter paint, a fresher 
polish or a complete upgrade 
with new more appealing ma-
terial be it wood or glass. 

 
Work on the interior 
After you have impressed the 

home viewers with a perfect 
exterior, now it’s time to wel-
come them inside whilst main-

taining their excitement.
The interior may be a com-

pilation of several things but 
certain things stand out imme-
diately after one has set foot. 
You want your potential home 
buyers to have a ‘wow’ factor’ 
and in order to experience that 
then some adjustments are 
necessary.

 Give your house a fresh look 
with a set of matching neutral 
bright colors. Colors speak 
volumes and a wrongly picked 
pattern can display your house 
below its actual standard. 

 Update the floor with an im-
proved look by going with op-
tions that don’t run out of style 
like hardwoods, unlike trends 
that will time your property.

Give the floor a shining look 
that calls attention to visitors 
on the go. You do not necessar-
ily have to go over the budget, 
give your floor enhancements 
that align with your budget and 
will be easily covered once the 
house sells. 

Now is the right time to per-
fect any issues related to cool-
ing and heating systems. Peo-
ple don’t like to struggle with a 
home whose air cooling or wa-
ter heating systems are broken 
or damaged in any way due to 
uncontrollable weather condi-
tions.

A failing cooling or heating 
system can discourage poten-
tial buyers and can be costly 
to fix. Since you know your 
house better, you may want to 
fix issues related to these two 
to avoid last-minute deal with-
drawals.

By Guardian Reporter

THERE are numerous 
compelling reasons to con-
sider purchasing land for 
building your home. Amidst 
escalating property costs, 
constructing your home of-
fers the opportunity to re-
alize your dream dwelling 
within a budget.

Regardless of your motiva-
tion, Hassan & Philips Real-
tors underlines some key 
mistakes to avoid when buy-
ing land.

The following are Realtor’s 
compiled which serves as 
a beginner guide to buying 
land. In addition, they have 
also included some tips on 

navigating the minefield of 
buying land.

According to them, while 
the results of purchasing 
land and building on it can 
be fulfilling, it certainly is not 
for the faint of heart.

Besides the complexities 
of dealing with contractors, 
as well as staying in budget, 
there is the matter of find-
ing the ideal piece of land. 
A lot of inexperienced land 
buyers are often caught off 
guard by the complexity and 
demands of this exercise.

Location and size
Although location and size 

are usually at the forefront of 
every buyer’s thinking, these 

should not be your main 
priority. One of the biggest 
mistakes that first-time de-
velopers make is to focus on 
finding a plot of land that is 
big and is in the right place.

Unfortunately, if you focus 
solely on these aspects then 
you are missing the really 
crucial issue. Your primary 
focus when choosing a piece 
of land should be whether 
the land is habitable and ac-
ceptable to live on. A high 
number of people have 
bought pieces of land only to 
realize afterward that it is fit 
to live on.

Available utilities
Another very important 

factor for consideration is 
the availability of utilities 
such as plumbing and elec-
tricity. The absence of utili-
ties should be something 
you think about very care-
fully and factor into your 
budget. 

Connecting utilities to 
your plot of land can cost a 
significant amount and set 
you back quite a bit.

Existing structures
Sometimes there will be 

existing structures on the 
plot of land that you might 
have to demolish. This is yet 
another expense that you 
will have to facilitate for. In 
the first place, you can hire 

heavy machinery and ex-
cavators to carry out a me-
chanical demolition.

However, mechanical 
demolitions cost more al-
though they are faster. Al-
ternatively, a small-scale 
physical demolition can be 
undertaken. Although less 
costly, this will be a time-
consuming exercise. Prior to 
carrying out any demolition 
consult with your architect 
and builder. There might use 
it to incorporate some of the 
existing structure in the new 
build.

Zoning requirements
Each country has its own 

set of zoning requirements. 

As such you must carry out 
thorough research as to the 
relevant zoning ordinances 
that you must comply with.

Before you commit to pur-
chasing any piece of land 
you must establish if you can 
actually build the type of 
house you intend to. 

Most first-time land buyers 
are shocked to find out that 
they cannot build the home 
of their dreams due to zon-
ing restrictions.

Building the house
Finally, it is important that 

you assemble a competent 
team to undertake the con-
struction project. Do not 
wait until you buy the plot 

of land to start looking for 
professionals to handle the 
work.

In fact, you must put your 
team together before you 
even buy the land. Your 
team will not only help bring 
your dream to fruition but 
will also advise on the best 
way to go about constructing 
your home.

Ensure your team includes 
a competent architect, build-
er, as well as experienced 
subcontractors. Moreover, 
insist on working with ade-
quately licensed professions 
with loads of experience. 

And never ever forget that 
any professional you work 
with should be fully insured.

BEGINNER’S GUIDE ON BUYING LAND PARCELS

Figures suggest that a slowdown in the UK housing sector trig-
gered by rising mortgage costs may be over. Photo: georgeclerk/
Getty Images



FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY, 2024  15

CONSTRUCTION

ACCRA

GHANA’S President Nana Akufo-Addo has re-
placed Finance Minister Ken Ofori-Atta, as the 
West African country endures the worst econom-
ic crisis in a generation.

Ofori-Atta, an ex-banker, has been in office since 
2017 and has faced criticism for Ghana’s financial 
crisis.

At the height of the crisis in 2022, inflation sur-
passed 50 percent and the government defaulted 
on loan payments.

It subsequently restructured its debt with credi-
tors to qualify a bailout from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).

Mohammed Amin Adam, who previously 
served as deputy energy minister and minister of 
state in the finance ministry, was on Wednesday 
appointed as Ofori-Atta’s replacement.

Adam is expected to oversee the ongoing $3bn 
IMF economic recovery program as well as debt 
restructuring negotiations with the country’s 
commercial creditors.

President Akufo-Addo replaced 12 other minis-
ters in Wednesday’s cabinet reshuffle, which pre-
cedes Ghana’s December presidential elections.

BBC

President Nana 
sacks Ghana’s 
finance minister 
over economic 
shoutdown

LONDON

P
EOPLE spending 
less, doctors’ strikes 
and a fall in school 
attendance dragged 

the UK into recession at the 
end of last year, official fig-
ures show.

The economy shrunk by 
a larger than expected 0.3 
percent between October 
and December, after it had 
already contracted between 
July and September.

The UK is in recession if it 
fails to grow for two succes-
sive quarters.

The figures raise ques-
tions over whether Premier 
Rishi Sunak has met his 
pledge made last January to 
grow the economy.

The government has never 
publicly said what measure 
should be used to assess if 
it had met Sunak’s pledge to 
“grow the economy”, despite 
repeated requests.

In some private briefings 
to journalists, sources said it 
would be if the economy was 
bigger between October and 
December compared to the 

previous three months.
But based on that meas-

ure, Sunak’s promise has not 
been fulfilled because the UK 
economy shrank by 0.1 per-
cent in July to September.

For the whole of 2023, the 
UK economy grew by 0.1 per-
cent.

Nevertheless, excluding 
the Covid years, that annual 
growth figure is the weakest 
since 2009 when the UK and 
other major economies were 
reeling from the global finan-
cial crisis when bank lending 
almost ground to a halt.

Shadow chancellor Rachel 
Reeves said the data showed 
that Sunak’s pledge to grow 
the economy was “in tatters”.

The UK is not alone in fac-
ing economic pressure. The 
European Union narrowly 
avoided recession in the 
second half of 2023 while Ja-
pan confirmed its economy 
had contracted for a second 
quarter.

The Office for National Sta-
tistics (ONS) said there were 
a number of areas where 
economy faltered at the end 
of the year. Shoppers spent 

less in December after taking 
advantage of Black Friday 
sales in November.

The health sector was af-
fected by strike action by jun-
ior doctors while attendance 
levels at schools dropped by 
1 percent.

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) is a key measure of 
all the economic activity of 
companies, the government, 
the public sector and indi-
viduals in a country.

The government can use 
growing GDP as evidence 
that it is doing a good job 
of managing the economy. 
Likewise, if GDP falls, oppo-
sition politicians can suggest 
the government is running it 
badly.

If GDP is going up stead-
ily, people pay more in tax 
because they’re earning and 
spending more. This means 
more money for the govern-
ment that it can choose to 
spend on public services, 
such as schools, police and 
hospitals.

Governments also like to 
keep an eye on how much 
they are borrowing in rela-

tion to the size of the econ-
omy.

Treasury sources have 
confirmed to BBC News that 
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt 
is looking at a larger squeeze 
on public spending as a way 
to deliver tax cuts in the 
Budget on 6 March.

Forecasts for the public 
finances have materially de-
teriorated in recent weeks 
as interest costs on UK gov-
ernment borrowing has in-
creased. Final decisions on 
the Budget have not been 
made.

Commenting on whether 
or not Sunak had fulfilled his 
pledge to grow the economy, 
Hunt told the BBC: “When 
the prime minister made his 
commitment he was very 
clear, tackling inflation had 
to come first.

“The big picture is that ac-
tually since then the econo-
my has been more resilient, 
unemployment has stayed 
low, real wages have been ris-
ing now for six months. And 
if we stick to our guns now, 
we can see light at the end of 
the tunnel.”

UK ECONOMY SHRINKS AFTER
FOLKS CUT BACK ON SPENDING

Former Trump adviser defends
trade deals with Saudi Arabia
NEW YORK

DONALD Trump’s 
former White House ad-
viser Jared Kushner and 
his son-in-law, defended 
on Tuesday his busi-
ness dealings after leav-
ing government with 
the Saudi crown prince 
who was implicated 
in the  2018 killing  of 
Washington Post col-
umnist Jamal Khashog-
gi.

Kushner worked on a 
wide range of issues and 
policies in the Trump 
administration, includ-
ing Middle East peace 
efforts, and developed a 
relationship with Saudi 
Arabia’s  Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Sal-
man, who has overseen 
social and economic re-
forms and a far-reaching 
crackdown on dissent in 
the kingdom.

After Kushner left the 
White House, he started 
a private equity firm that 
received  a reported $2 
billion investment from 
the sovereign wealth 
fund controlled by 
Prince Mohammed, 
drawing scrutiny from 
Democrats.

Kushner, speaking at 
a summit in Miami on 
Tuesday hosted by me-
dia company Axios, said 

Jared Kushner in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 2022. Mr. Kushner said on Tuesday that he would not 
join a second Trump administration. Photo: Tamir Kalifa/The New York Times

Figures earlier this week 
showed wage growth had 
slowed, but was still outpac-
ing price rises. Meanwhile, 
inflation - the rate at which 
prices rise -  was lower than 
expected in January  with 
monthly food prices falling 
for the first time in over two 
years. 

However, it is still double 
the Bank of England’s 2 per-
cet target.

‘Mild recession’
Ruth Gregory, deputy chief 

UK economist at Capital Eco-
nomics, said “this recession 
is as mild as they come”, add-
ing that the data “is more po-
litically significant than it is 
economically.”

However, Lord Rose, chair-
man of Asda, the supermar-
ket group, told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme: “It looks 
like a duck, it quacks like a 
duck, it walks like a duck, it is 
a duck - it is a recession.

“There is no surprise here 
and I take no pleasure in say-
ing there is no surprise that 
we’re in it. We’ve got a low 
growth economy or a no 
growth economy.”

Official figures from the 
ONS showed that during the 
final three months of last 
year, there was a slowdown 
in all the main sectors it 
measures to determine the 
health of the UK economy, 
including construction and 
manufacturing.

Mark Keyes, construction 
director at building firm Ben-
nett, said last year had been 
“turbulent”.

“We were still feeling the 
ripple effects of inflation 
running through the indus-
try, and then that was, in a 
way, compounded with ris-
ing interest rates,” he said.

The Bank of England had 
been lifting interest rates to 
put the brakes on inflation 
but has kept them at 5.25 per-
cent since August last year.

BBC

he followed every law 
and ethics rule. He dis-
missed the idea of there 
being any concerns 
about the appearance of 
a conflict of interest in 
his business deal.

“If you ask me about 
the work that that we 
did in the White House, 

for my critics, what I 
say is point to a single 
decision we made that 
wasn’t in the interest of 
America,” Kushner said.

He said the sovereign 
wealth fund, which has 
significant stakes in 
companies such as Uber, 
Nintendo and Microsoft, 

is one of the most pres-
tigious investors in the 
world.

He also defended 
Prince Mohammed 
when asked if he be-
lieved  U.S. intelligence 
reports  that the prince 
approved the 2018 kill-
ing of  Khashoggi, a 

Saudi dissident and 
Washington Post col-
umnist.  The prince 
has denied any involve-
ment.

“Are we really still do-
ing this?” Kushner at 
first said when he was 
asked if he believed the 
conclusions from U.S. 

THE Architects designed the structural and environmental engineer-
ing for a building in which the British High Commission and embas-
sies of Germany, Netherlands and the European Commission in 
Tanzania are hosted.
Defence against the climate pervaded all aspects of the design. To 
prevent overall heat, gain the design has a floating solar roof and 
external louvres to three elevations.

intelligence.
Kushner said he had 

not seen the intelli-
gence report released 
in 2021 that concluded 
the crown prince likely 
approved Khashoggi’s 
killing inside the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul.

“I know the person 
who I dealt with. I think 
he’s a visionary leader. I 
think what he’s done in 
that region is transfor-
mational,” Kushner said.

He stood by the 
Trump administration’s 

policies and called it 
“one of the greatest 
compliments” that Pres-
ident Joe Biden  backed 
away from his initial 
stance  to shun Saudis 
for human rights viola-
tions to instead work 
with the crown prince 
on issues like oil pro-
duction and security in 
the region.

“I understand why 
people, you know, are 
upset about that,” Kush-
ner said of Khashoggi’s 
killing. “I think that 

what happened there 
was absolutely horrific. 
But again, our job was to 
represent America, and 
to try to push forward 
things in America.”

Kushner also said he 
is not interested in re-
joining the White House 
if Trump wins the 2024 
presidential election, 
saying he was focused 
on his investment busi-
ness and his living with 
his family in Florida out 
of the public eye.

AP

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK
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The UN Special envoy for Yemen, hans 
Grundberg, on Wednesday warned that the 
military escalation in the Red Sea linked to 
the Israel-hamas conflict in Gaza has a neg-
ative impact on the peace efforts in Yemen.

“Rising regional tensions linked to the 
war in Gaza, and in particular the mili-
tary escalation in the Red Sea, are slowing 
down the pace of peace efforts in Yemen,” 
Grundberg said in a live briefing to the UN 
Security Council.

The UN envoy said Yemen’s rival parties 
vowed to operationalize commitments 
through a UN roadmap agreement in De-
cember last year, including a nationwide 
ceasefire, measures to improve living con-
ditions, and restarting an intra-Yemeni po-
litical process.

 “Mediation efforts in Yemen cannot be 
neatly cordoned off. What happens region-
ally impacts Yemen, and what happens in 
Yemen can impact the region,” he said. 

Grundberg pointed out that the scale of 
economic challenges across the country 
is staggering. Civil servants, especially in 
houthi-controlled areas, haven’t been paid 
salaries in full, and people in government-
controlled areas face extended power out-
ages and rising prices.

The houthi group, which controls much 
of the northern populous area, has escalat-
ed attacks on commercial vessels and navy 

ships of Israel, the United States, and Brit-
ain since mid-November last year, in what 
the group said in support of Palestinians 
against Israeli war in Gaza.

On Tuesday, houthi leader Abdulmalik 
al-houthi said in a televised speech that he 
has “no intention” to sabotage submarine 
internet cables in the Red Sea, a critical 
component in the global digital infrastruc-
ture, but he vowed to continue missile at-
tacks against Israeli, US, and British ships 
transiting the Red Sea until Israel stops war 
on Gaza.

The military escalation in the Red Sea has 
forced major shipping companies to re-route 
around the African continent, causing prices 
of shipping and goods to increase dramati-
cally.

According to daily reports aired by houthi-
run al-Masirah TV, the houthi group has re-
cruited thousands of Yemeni tribal youths 
since the Israel-hamas war broke out on Oct 
7, 2023.

The houthis trained those youths and 
equipped them with new weapons, telling 
them to get ready to go to the frontlines to 
fight “pro-US Yemeni government forces,” 
said the reports.

The Yemeni government army controls 
all oil-rich provinces and cordoned off all 
houthi-controlled northern provinces.

The United Nations has been trying to 
bring Yemen’s rival parties to negotiations 
since the start of the civil war in late 2014, 

UN envoy: Red Sea tension slows 
down Yemen’s peace process

LONDON

BRITAIN’S economy fell into 
a recession in the second half 
of 2023, a tough backdrop for 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
who has promised to boost 
growth ahead of an expected 
2024 election.

The office for National Sta-
tistics (ONS) said that gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
contracted by a worse-than-
expected 0.3 percent in the 
three months to December 
having shrunk by 0.1 percent 
between July and September. 

A Reuters poll of economists 
had pointed to a smaller 0.1 
percent fall in the October-to-
December period.

The fall in GDP in the fourth 
quarter was the biggest since 
the first quarter of 2021, the 
ONS said.

 Britain’s economy has been 
stagnating for nearly two 
years. The Bank of england 
has said it expects it to pick up 

slightly in 2024.
“Businesses were already 

under no illusion about the 
difficulties they face, and this 
news will no doubt ring alarm 
bells for government,” Alex 
Veitch, director of policy and 
insight at the British Cham-
bers of Commerce, said.

 “The chancellor must use 
his budget in just under three 
weeks’ time to set out a clear 
pathway for firms and the 
economy to grow.”

Finance Minister Jeremy 
hunt said there were “signs 
the British economy is turning 
a corner” and “we must stick 
to the plan – cutting taxes on 
work and business to build a 
stronger economy.”

Media reports said hunt 
was seeking to cut billions of 
pounds from public spending 
plans to fund pre-election tax 
cuts in his March 6 budget, if 
penned in by tight finances.

 economic output fell by 0.1 
percent in monthly terms in 

December after 0.2 percent 
growth in November, the ONS 
said. The Reuters poll had 
pointed to a 0.2 percent fall in 
December.

Sterling weakened moder-
ately against the dollar and 
the euro shortly after the GDP 
data release.

The ONS said the manu-

facturing, construction and 
wholesale sectors were the 
largest contributors to the de-
crease in GDP.

Agencies

UK economy falls into recession, challenges Sunak’s election

HARARE

AMID the depreciation of the 
Zimbabwean dollar, many infor-
mal traders in Zimbabwe are re-
jecting the local currency in pref-
erence for the U.S. dollar.

Zimbabwe, a country that has 
faced currency instability over 
the last two decades, uses both 
the U.S. dollar and the Zimba-
bwean dollar as legal tender. 

Businesses’ and individuals’ 
appetite for the U.S. dollar con-
tinues to grow, and the green-
back now constitutes over 80 
percent of domestic transac-

tions, according to the Zimbabwe 
National Statistics Agency (ZIM-
STAT). Mandi Jari, an informal 
trader, said businesses have lost 
confidence in the local currency 
as a store of value. “I need the 
U.S. dollar to restock. 

If I sell my products in Zimba-
bwean dollars, I will still need 
to buy foreign currency on the 
black market since the supplier 
wants forex,” he told Xinhua 
Wednesday.

The trader said apart from 
stocking, other expenses asso-
ciated with running a business 
including transportation and 

rentals, are exclusively priced in 
foreign currency. 

While some informal traders 
reject the local dollar or price 
their goods and services using 
the black market rates, the Zim-
babwean government prescribes 
retailers using the Zimbabwean 
dollar exchange rate with up to 
a 10 percent margin, a scenario 
which the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) said in a state-
ment Wednesday promotes in-
formality.  

The IMF noted that local cur-
rency instability in the country 
has intensified over the past 

few months, with the official 
exchange rate depreciating by 
about 95 percent since the begin-
ning of December 2023.”

The gap to the parallel market 
rate remains wide (above 30 per-
cent), and Zimbabwean dollar in-
flation is still very high. 

This instability weighs on sen-
timent, while exchange rate re-
strictions continue to be a bur-
den on the formal sector,” the 
IMF said.

The local dollar, which official-
ly traded at 6,192 per 1 U.S. dollar 
on Jan. 2, is currently trading at 
12,093 as of Feb. 14, according to 

the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe 
daily exchange rate updates. 

On the black market, 1 U.S. 
dollar is trading at over 15,000 
Zimbabwean dollars. Denford 
Mutashu, president of the Con-
federation of Zimbabwe Retail-
ers, said the local dollar depre-
ciation has been captured by the 
value chains and supply chains. 

“So this actually is the reason 
why you may have seen that 
products like bread have slightly 
gone up, and other basics have 
slightly gone up; it is actually on 
the back of that particular fluc-
tuation that has happened on the 

local currency,” Mutashu told Xi-
nhua.

Zimbabwe adopted a multicur-
rency regime in 2009 to tame in-
flation following years of hyperin-
flation. economic analyst Prosper 
Chitambara sees the demand for 
the greenback persisting. 

 “The fact that we are in a dual 
currency framework means that 
the pressure on the exchange rate 
will always be there given the 
fact that a lot of economic agents 
prefer to hold value, or even to 
transact in the U.S. dollar, which 
is fairly stable,” said Chitambara.

Businesses in Zimbabwe prefer USD as local currency slides

BEIJING
 
MORe foreign leaders 

and heads of interna-
tional organizations have 
sent their festive bless-
ings to Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping to extend 
greetings to the Chinese 
people on the occasion 
of the Chinese New Year 
of the Dragon.

The comprehensive strategic partnership between 
Laos and China continues to bear fruits, said Thongloun 
Sisoulith, general secretary of the Lao People’s Revolu-
tionary Party Central Committee and Lao president. 

The high-quality, high-standard, and high-level Laos-
China community with a shared future is bringing great-
er prosperity to the people of both countries, he said.

The relations between Cuba and China are full of dy-
namics, and serve as a model of solidarity and coopera-
tion among socialist countries, said Raul Castro, the lead-
er of Cuba’s socialist revolution, and Miguel Diaz-Canel, 
first secretary of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of Cuba and Cuban president.

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between Mongolia and Chi-
na, the 30th anniversary of the revision of the Treaty on 
Friendship and Cooperation between China and Mongo-
lia, and the 10th anniversary of the establishment of their 
comprehensive strategic partnership, said Mongolian 
President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh.

Khurelsukh said he believes both sides will strengthen 
cooperation in various fields, deepen friendly exchang-
es, and work together to promote prosperity and devel-
opment.

Israeli President Isaac herzog said that the friendship 
between Israel and China is rooted in two ancient and 
great civilizations, with a long history of shared wisdom. 

he said he looks forward to continually deepening the 
traditional friendship between the two countries and ad-
vancing cooperation in various fields.

Iranian President ebrahim Raisi said he believes that 
the cooperation between Iran and China will continue to 
deepen at bilateral, regional and international levels. 

The resumption of diplomatic ties between Nauru and 
China is a historic milestone, marking the two sides’ mu-
tual respect, joint renewal of friendship and promotion 
of cooperation, said David Adeang, president of Nauru.

The Global Development Initiative, the Global Secu-
rity Initiative, the Global Civilization Initiative and the 
Belt and Road Initiative have benefited the people of the 
world and won global appreciation, said Kiribati Presi-
dent Taneti Maamau.

International Olympic Committee President Thomas 
Bach wished all Chinese athletes participating in the 
2024 Paris Olympics and Paralympics a complete suc-
cess.      Xinhua

World leaders extend Lunar New 
Year greetings to Chinese people

A general view of the skyline of commercial buildings is seen, in London, Britain, July 12, 2023.  AP

when the houthis stormed and 
seized several northern provinces, 
forcing the Yemeni government 
out of the capital Sanaa.  

Relocation to Aden
Yemen’s internationally recog-

nized government on Wednesday 
called on all international and 
regional aid organizations operat-
ing in the country to relocate their 
headquarters from the houthi-
held capital Sanaa to Aden.

In a statement, Yemen’s Ministry 
of Planning and International Co-
operation urged all aid groups to 
move their main offices to Aden as 
part of an effort to “arrange institu-
tional work and unify efforts” in the 
war-torn Arab nation.

The ministry also asked aid groups 
to open bank accounts with Yemen’s 
Central Bank based in Aden. 

The ministry said it would “pro-
vide full facilities to ensure a smooth 
and successful transfer” to Aden, 
the seat of the internationally recog-
nized administration. It also vowed 
continued support for “sincere or-
ganizations” providing humanitar-
ian and development aid in Yemen.

 There has been no immediate 
response from the various UN agen-
cies and non-governmental organi-
zations active in Yemen regarding 
the relocation request.

Most major aid organizations 
have kept their Yemen operations 
headquartered in Sanaa since it was 
seized by the houthi group in late 
2014. Yemen’s government argues 
the city is no longer a legitimate 
base for overseeing activities in 
the country’s war-ravaged areas.

Yemen has been depending 
heavily on international assis-
tance since the civil war broke 
out in 2014 between the govern-
ment and houthi forces. The re-
location request reflects ongoing 
tensions between the rival par-
ties over the control of the aid 
response.

 Observers warn that the politi-
cization of aid may lead to ham-
pering delivery and compound-
ing suffering in what the UN calls 
the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis. Over 4 million Yemenis have 
been displaced by the conflict, 
which has pushed much of the pop-
ulation to the brink of famine. 

ADDIS ABABA

 eXeCUTIVe Secretary of the United 
Nations economic Commission for Af-
rica (UNeCA) Claver Gatete called for 
accelerating digital education in Africa 
to help the continent achieve its future 
development agendas.

Speaking at the 44th Ordinary Ses-
sion of the executive Council of the 
African Union (AU), Gatete said Africa 

needs to accelerate digital connectiv-
ity, accessibility, and affordability to 
bridge the digital divide on the conti-
nent. 

Noting that education is a basic hu-
man right and a key enabler for achiev-
ing Africa’s collective socioeconomic 
development objectives, the UNeCA 
chief said the AU should commit to 
transforming the continent’s educa-
tion system into one that is “fit for pur-

pose” in today’s world. 
The session, which comprises for-

eign affairs ministers from AU mem-
bers and runs on Feb. 14-15, is being 
held under the AU’s theme for the year 
2024: “educate an African fit for the 
21st Century: Building resilient educa-
tion systems for increased access to 
inclusive, lifelong, quality, and relevant 
learning in Africa.”he urged countries 
in the continent to make the necessary 

investments in infrastructure, mobi-
lize resources, and develop the right 
curricula that will allow them to lever-
age their natural and human capital 
and demographic dividends. “By 2030, 
nearly one in two young people glob-
ally will be African. But the evolving 
population dynamics is not matched 
with vital skills for Africans to fully 
participate in a changing workforce,” 
Gatete said.

 UNECA chief calls for more attention to education for Africa’s development

ADDIS ABABA
 
eXeCUTIVe Secretary of the United Nations econom-

ic Commission for Africa (eCA) Claver Gatete has called 
for action to reform the global financial architecture 
to help African countries achieve sustainable develop-
ment.

The call came on Monday in Addis Ababa, the capi-
tal of ethiopia, as the executive secretary briefed 
journalists alongside Zimbabwean Finance Minister 
Mthuli Ncube on the UNeCA Conference of African Min-
isters of Finance, Planning and economic Development 
(CoM2024) to be held in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, from 
Feb. 28 to March 5. 

Gatete noted that based on the current allocation for-
mula, the resources directed to the African continent by 
the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and 
others are not commensurate with its financing needs. 

“The eCA believes that the international financial ar-
chitecture needs to be reformed and its governance im-
proved. Unless it is reformed, African countries will face 
challenges in implementing the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and the African Union’s Agenda 2063, as most 
of their resources are used to pay loans,” Gatete said. 

he said the international financial institutions need to 
provide long-term and concessional loans to middle- and 
low-income countries to help them invest in major de-
velopment sectors, achieve better economic growth, and 
deal with their debt burdens. 

“The international financial institutions are no longer 
fit for purpose; they should make changes about the way 
they function.”      Xinhua

 ECA chief calls for reform of global 
financial architecture to help Africa

Hans Grundberg (C), the United Nations’ special envoy for Yemen, meets with local 
officials in the country’s third city of Taez on Monday.  AFP
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some fertilizer stakeholders from Tanzania participated 
in a virtual meeting with russian fertilizer exporters to dis-
cuss how the two parties could cooperate and benefit from 
the international fertilizer trade. 

The meeting was organized by the russian embassy in 
Tanzania and took place at the russian Cultural Center in 
dar es salaam yesterday.

Among the Tanzanian attendees were representatives of 
the Tanzania Fertilizer regulatory Authority, Tanzania Fer-
tilizer Company ltd., TIC and a large number of the Tanza-
nian private importers and traders. 

The russian side was presented by some of the largest 
russian companies of the industry, including euroChem 
Group, Uralkhem, russian association of fertilizers pro-
ducers and many others. 

The round table on fertilizer trade continues the range 
of virtual meetings, organized by the russian embassy in 
Tanzania in cooperation with the Tanzanian Coffee Board 
and Cashew Board, that are dedicated to foster bilateral 
trade between russia and Tanzania and give the unique 
opportunity to discuss in a B2B format all modalities of 
trade operations. such events have already been made on 
topics of coffee and cashew trade. 

As a follow-up to these round tables, some of the russian 
participants visited Tanzania to hold more detailed busi-
ness negotiations. For example, one of them was a delega-
tion of the “United confectioners” (one of the largest con-
fectionery company worldwide, with sales of $3 billion) in 
december 2023.

Tanzania’s goal is to ensure fertilizer uptake reaches 
800,000 tonnes by 2025. The russian side has acknowl-
edged the efforts made by the Tanzanian government in 
successfully launching Fertilizer subsidy Programme, in-
augurated by President samia suluhu Hassan, which is a 
significant move to boost Tanzania’s agricultural sector. 

with this reform the Government aims to provide acces-
sible and affordable fertilizers to farmers nationwide.

At the same time, russian mineral fertilizer production 
rose 9% year-on-year in 11m 2023 to 53 million tonnes. rus-
sia expects to reach 2021 levels or 59 million tonnes by the 
end of the year provided that the current capacity utiliza-
tion is maintained.

Tanzania and Russia 
fertilizer stakeholders 
set to foster trade

KIGALI

UmUsAmBI had been an av-
erage village on the outskirts 
of Kigali, the capital of rwanda, 
until 2020 when a sanctuary 
was launched for birds with 
handicaps as a result of captiv-
ity.

Umusambi village has shot 
to stardom globally by provid-
ing a conducive environment 
for more than 50 grey-crowned 
cranes. 

The sanctuary, with an area 
of roughly 21 hectares, has be-
come a popular destination that 
draws tourists from europe, Af-
rica, and Asia who enjoy learn-
ing about conservation work 
and the importance of protect-
ing natural environments.

 winnie Kyamujara, the vil-
lage’s head guide, said they 
were inspired to restore the 
area to conserve the majestic 
birds. “They were endangered, 
and their population was de-
clining in the country. we 
thought of a place where they 
can reproduce and allow them 
to be in their natural environ-
ment,” Kyamujara told Xinhua. 

About seven years ago, the 
grey-crowned cranes were al-
most driven to the edge of ex-
tinction by illegal bird hunters 
in rwanda. As of 2017, there 
were fewer than 500 cranes of 
the species in the east African 
country.

The plight has driven conser-
vation efforts by the rwanda 
wildlife Conservation Associa-
tion, a non-governmental orga-
nization (nGo), to restore a wet-
land area at Umusambi village 
to safeguard the endangered 
birds, after olivier nsengimana, 
a rwandan veterinary doctor, 
designed a unique conservation 
project to combat the illegal 
trade of the endangered bird 
species in rwanda. 

The organization started the 
restoration work in 2018 and 
brought in the birds at the end 
of 2019. “we restored this place 
because cranes love to be in 
native trees. That is why we 
focused on restoring the place 

Rwandan village puts Rwanda on map for 
endangered grey-crowned crane conservation

and bringing the grey-crowned cranes saved from 
the illegal pet trade so that they can thrive and live 
freely like they used to be in the wild before,” Ky-
amujara said.

Cranes do not like to live in captivity or any enclo-
sure or home. The organization, however, rescued 
many cranes that were disabled due to their capture 
and transportation or because people had cut their 
wings to stop them from flying away. 

restoration of the place involved knowing the 
kinds of trees and plants that needed to be planted. 
The organization marked trees that were exotic and 
invasive.  It hired community members to help re-
move invasive and exotic trees. It then sourced seed-
lings for indigenous trees and planted more than 
10,000 trees with the help of casual laborers.

 “In the 2017 census, we had less than 500 cranes 
in the country, but by last year, we had 1,216, so the 
population of cranes doubled, and we are proud of 
that,” said Kyamujara. she believed that the estab-
lishment of the sanctuary at the Umusambi village 
impacted the community and surrounding areas 
beyond conservation.

 “we employed more than 200 people daily dur-
ing restoration. Besides casual workers, we hired 
permanent workers. we are working here because 
this place was restored. It is a nice place that every-
one would wish to visit,” she said.she said besides 
cranes, Umusambi village sanctuary is now also 
home to many other bird species and wildlife.

The village has more than 130 bird species, ac-
cording to her. other wildlife, including butterflies 
and lizards meant to be in the wild, can be found 
there. 

“we hope that in the years to come, Umusambi 
village will have more animals compared to cranes,” 
she said. About 10 tourists from China have signed 
up for an annual pass to the village, and they are its 
good supporters, according to Kyamujara. 

“The feedback they give us is that we are doing 
a great job, we are making a change; they are sup-
portive of us,” Kyamujara said. To ensure the safety 
of the birds, the conservation area is fenced off 
with an electric fence.

Besides, guides monitor the birds every morning 
and evening to ensure they are healthy. “we have a 
team of veterinary doctors who treat sick birds.  we 
also have a clinic for wildlife which treats birds and 
small mammals,” she said, adding that the safety of 
the cranes is guaranteed. 

The rwanda wildlife Conservation Association 
started with campaigns on various media plat-
forms, teaching people the dangers of keeping 
cranes in their homes. It carries out education 
campaigns in schools and communities about con-
servation. It also hosts schools to teach students 
about the importance of conserving cranes.

Kyamujara said the campaign helped combat 
poaching of the cranes for petty trade.Umusambi 
village is just one of the six places the nGo has 
since restored for conservation. Kyamujara thought 
that the lessons learned from the Umusambi village 
project to save cranes could help to protect other 
wildlife under threat.

 “many people now understand the importance 
of conserving the environment. But conservation 
requires collective efforts,” said Kyamujara.  

    Xinhua

TOKYO

JAPAn unexpectedly slipped into a 
recession at the end of last year, los-
ing its title as the world’s third-biggest 
economy to Germany and raising 
doubts about when the central bank 
would begin to exit its decade-long 
ultra-loose monetary policy.

some analysts are warning of an-
other contraction in the current quar-
ter as weak demand in China, sluggish 
consumption, and production halts at 
a unit of Toyota motor Corp all point 
to a challenging path to an economic 
recovery.

 “what’s particularly striking is the 
sluggishness in consumption and 
capital expenditure that are key pil-
lars of domestic demand,” said Yoshiki 
shinke, senior executive economist at 
dai-ichi life research Institute.

“The economy will continue to lack 
momentum for the time being with no 
key drivers of growth.”

Japan’s gross domestic product 
(GdP) fell an annualized 0.4 per-
cent in the october-december pe-
riod after a 3.3 percent slump in the 
previous quarter, government data 
showed on Thursday, confounding 
market forecasts for a 1.4 percent in-
crease.

Two consecutive quarters of con-
traction are typically considered the 
definition of a technical recession.

while many analysts still expect 
the Bank of Japan to phase out its 
massive monetary stimulus this year, 
the weak data may cast doubt on its 
forecast that rising wages will under-
pin consumption and keep inflation 
durably around its 2 percent target.

“Two consecutive declines in GdP 
and three consecutive declines in do-
mestic demand are bad news, even if 
revisions may change the final num-
bers at the margin,” said stephan An-
grick, senior economist at moody’s 
Analytics.

“This makes it harder for the cen-
tral bank to justify a rate hike, let 
alone a series of hikes.”

economy minister Yoshitaka shin-
do stressed the need to achieve solid 
wage growth to underpin consump-
tion, which he described as “lacking 
momentum” due to rising prices.

“our understanding is that the 
BoJ looks comprehensively at vari-

ous data, including consumption, 
and risks to the economy in guid-
ing monetary policy,” he told a news 
conference after the data’s release, 
when asked about the impact on BoJ 
policy.

The yen was steady following the 
release of the data and last stood 
at 150.22 per dollar, pinned near a 
three-month low hit earlier in the 
week.

The nikkei rose 0.8 percent, re-
versing some of its losses made from 
the previous session, possibly on 
expectations the BoJ may continue 
with its massive easing program for 
longer than expected.

on a quarterly basis, GdP slid 0.1 
percent against median forecasts of 
a 0.3 percent gain, and compared 
with a 0.8 percent contraction in the 
previous quarter.

Consumption, Capex weak
Private consumption, which makes 

up more than half of economic ac-
tivity, fell 0.2 percent, weaker than 
a market forecast for a 0.1 percent 
gain, as rising living costs and warm 
weather discouraged households 
from dining out and buying winter 
clothes.

Capital expenditure, another key 
private-sector growth engine, fell 0.1 
percent, compared with forecasts 
of a 0.3 percent gain, as supply con-
straints delayed construction proj-
ects.

external demand, or exports mi-
nus imports, contributed 0.2 per-
centage point to GdP as exports rose 
2.6 percent from the previous quar-
ter, the data showed.

The BoJ has been laying the 
groundwork to end negative rates 
by April and overhaul other parts of 
its ultra-loose monetary framework, 
but is likely to go slow on any subse-
quent policy tightening amid linger-
ing risks, sources have told reuters.

while BoJ officials have not of-
fered clues on when exactly they 
could end negative rates, many mar-
ket players expect such an action to 
happen either in march or April. A 
reuters poll taken in January showed 
April as the top choice among econo-
mists for the negative rate policy to 
be abandoned.

   Agencies

Japan unexpectedly 
slips into recession

BEIJING

CHInA’s top diplomat wang Yi will 
attend the 60th munich security Con-
ference where he will deliver a speech 
at the event on China and elaborate 
on China’s position on major interna-
tional issues in light of the conference’s 
theme, visit spain and France, and hold 
the China-France strategic dialogue in 
France from Feb 16 to 21.

wang pictured), a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee and 
Chinese foreign minister, was invited 
by munich security Conference Chair-
man Christoph Heusgen, minister for 
Foreign Affairs, european Union and 
Cooperation of spain José manuel Al-
bares Bueno, and French President’s 
diplomatic Adviser emmanuel Bonne, 
Chinese Foreign ministry spokesperson 
mao ning said yesterday in a statement. 

As the world goes through accelerat-
ing changes unseen in a century and a 
new period of turbulence and change, 
wang will elaborate on China’s propo-
sitions on building a community with 
a shared future for mankind and advo-
cating an equal and orderly multipolar 
world when attending the munich se-
curity Conference, a Foreign ministry 
spokesperson said in another state-
ment.

wang’s visit to spain is happening as 
the Year of the dragon kicks off and Chi-
na-spain diplomatic relations enter the 
second 50 years, said the spokesper-
son, noting that both sides attach great 
importance to this visit and spain has 
made thoughtful and cordial arrange-
ments.

China hopes that this visit will en-
able both sides to further implement 
the common understandings reached 
by the two heads of state, continue the 
friendly atmosphere of the 50th anni-
versary of diplomatic ties, consolidate 
mutual trust, enhance friendship, pro-
mote cooperation and enrich the Chi-
na-spain comprehensive strategic part-
nership, according to the spokesperson.

wang’s visit to France will be the first 
important visit between the two coun-
tries this year, the spokesperson said, 
noting this year marks the 60th anni-
versary of China-France diplomatic ties.

last month, the two heads of state ex-
changed congratulatory messages and 
delivered video speeches, stressing that 
the two sides need to work together for 
a more solid and dynamic China-France 
comprehensive strategic partnership 
for the next 60 years, according to the 
spokesperson.

wang will hold bilateral meetings 
with the French side and co-chair a new 
round of the China-France strategic di-
alogue, the spokesperson said, stressing 
that China hopes to work with France 
to further deepen strategic commu-
nication, consolidate political mutual 
trust, and advance practical coopera-
tion and people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges.

China is also ready to enhance com-
munication and coordination with 
France on multilateral issues to jointly 
steer China-europe relations toward 
sound and steady growth, and contrib-
ute to global peace, stability, develop-
ment, and progress, said the spokesper-
son.

   Xinhua

Wang to attend Munich Security 
Conference, visit Spain, France

The Rwanda Wildlife Conservation Association raises awareness to engage communities

 If capacity utilization is sustained, fertilizer production might rise 10% in 2024 to 
more than 64 million tonnes and exports to the 2021 level. 

new priority export destinations for russian fertilizer producers are the countries 
of the global south, where three quarters of all exports are already being delivered. 
The largest markets at the moment are India and Brazil (russian fertilizer shipments 
to Brazil grew by 1 million tonnes (or 16%) to 6.3 million tonnes in volume terms in 
10m 2023). 

However, due to the traditionally friendly ties that root back to the warm friend-
ship between the late mwalimu Julius Kamborare nyerere and the Usssr and coop-
eration of Tanzania and the soviet Union in introducing the Ujamaa policy, russia is 
ready to consider opportunities of cooperating with Tanzanians in fertilizer trade. 

As the russian Ambassador to Tanzania,  Andrey Avetisyan puts it, the ongoing 
building trade ties between the two countries is direct continuation of the second 
russia-Africa summit held late July in saint Petersburg, russia. The two-day summit 
was attended by  Prime minister, Kassim majaliwa and a large group of Tanzanian 
businessmen. 

The russian embassy continues its work on promoting communication and estab-
lishing direct contacts between russian and Tanzanian business circles. Among the 
priority areas, now is tourism. The significant amount of russian tourists that have 
visited Tanzania in 2021 (85,4 thousand people in the first quarter of the year) has 
proven that Tanzania and russia have great potential in this sphere. Agencies
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By Guardian Corre-
spondent

AS the 34th edition of the 
TotalEnergies CAF Africa 
Cup of Nations Côte d’Ivoire 
2023 drew to a thrilling close 
on Sunday, Ecobank, the 
leading pan-African bank-
ing group, celebrates the 
remarkable achievements 
and spirit of unity witnessed 
throughout the tournament.

Jeremy Awori, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Ecobank 
Group, expressed his delight 
at the success of the tourna-
ment: “As the pan-African 
bank and proud sponsor of 
the TotalEnergies CAF Africa 
Cup of Nations Côte d’Ivoire 
2023, we are thrilled to have 
been part of this historic 
event, which showcased the 
best of African football and 
unity. 

“Congratulations to Côte 
d’Ivoire on their well-de-
served victory and to all the 
teams for their outstanding 
sportsmanship.”

Awori had the honour of 
presenting South Africa’s 
goalkeeper, Ronwen Wil-
liams, with the prestigious 
Ecobank Best Goalkeeper 

trophy. 
Williams’ remarkable per-

formance, highlighted by a 
record-breaking feat of sav-
ing four penalties in a single 
game against Cape Verde, 
has solidified his place in Af-
rican football history.

Throughout the tourna-
ment, Ecobank went beyond 
traditional sponsorship by 
ensuring that football lovers 
shared their passion for the 
game by gathering in several 
fan zones across the conti-
nent. 

The bank also rewarded 
its customers for their loy-
alty by bringing them from 
across its global footprint to 
Côte d’Ivoire for an exclu-
sive experience of the pas-
sion and the excitement of 
the tournament.

Ecobank took the oppor-
tunity to launch its brand 
campaign ‘A BETTER WAY|A 
BETTER AFRICA’ during the 
TotalEnergies CAF Africa 
Cup of Nations Côte d’Ivoire 
2023, demonstrating its 
commitment to providing 
responsive and innovative 
financial solutions that em-
power individuals and drive 
pan-African progress.

Ecobank celebrates the 
success of TotalEnergies 
CAF Africa Cup of Nations 

By Guardian Corre-
spondent

T
HE sports and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
betting com-
pany, SportPesa, 

has announced David 
Mwenge Nyantora as the 
winner of the Supa Jack-
pot game organized by 
the firm - with the winner 
walking away with a cash 
prize totaling 265,780,681/.

David, a 27-year-old 
businessman, correctly 
predicted 13 out of 13 soc-
cer matches played in 
various premier leagues 
across the world. His win 
is part of the ‘Supa Jack-
pot’ matches, which have 
a Jackpot division of 17, 16, 
15, 14, and 13 matches that 
produced the winner.

SportPesa Board of Di-
rectors Chairman, Tarim-
ba Abbas, congratulated 
Nyantora - the Jackpot’s 
10th-round winner - for 
his win and for becom-
ing the new millionaire in 
town.

Abbas noted: “On be-
half of the company, it 
is my great pleasure to 
announce that David 
Mwenge Nyantora is the 
official winner of our 
‘Supa Jackpot’ consisting 
of 13 matches, having won 
265,780,681/-.

“We have gone 11 months 
since announcing the fi-
nal winner of the ‘Supa 
Jackpot’ consisting of 13 
matches - this is the sec-
ond phase for finding the 
winner of the ‘Supa Jack-
pot’ since it was officially 
launched,” Abbas stated.

“This is a historic feat for 
a betting company to get 
more than 10 Jackpot win-
ners and announce them 
for six years in a row,” Ab-
bas said.

“This week’s Supa Jack-
pot has managed to award 
a total of 8,708 bonus win-
ners with a total of over 
756 million bonuses hand-
ed over,” the SportPesa 
boss noted.

Speaking at the special 
event held at the Serena 

By Guardian Corre-
spondent

GARDAWORLD Tanza-
nia Limited is one of the 
firms that strongly prides 
in a long relationship with 
the prestigious Kiliman-
jaro Premium Lager Inter-
national Marathon which 
brings together over 11,000 
runners annually to com-
pete on the slopes of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro.

“For the past 22 years, we 
have proudly contributed 
to the Kilimanjaro Inter-
national Marathon, driven 
by our mission of ‘Bring-
ing the World Together’. 
As a global security firm, 
our commitment to foster-
ing safety and happiness 
worldwide fuels our par-
ticipation,” says the Garda-
World Tanzania Limited 
Managing Director, Good-
luck Lukumay.

He is keen to highlight 
the unique and challeng-
ing course of the Kili-
manjaro Marathon where 
participants will have the 
opportunity to run amidst 
breathtaking views of the 
highest point in Africa, 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

“The refreshing air, lush 
trees, and scenic land-
scape, adorned with ba-
nanas and coffee trees, 
create an unforgettable 
running experience. It’s an 

GardaWorld Tanzania prides in longest partnership with Kilimanjaro Marathon

event that any runner 
simply cannot afford to 
miss,” he explains.

According to the MD, 
who is also a runner, 
providing security for 
this event is both an 
honor and a privilege, 
allowing GardaWorld 
to ensure a safe and 
memorable experi-
ence in Tanzania as he 
makes reference to the 
words of Jesse Owens: 
‘We all have dreams. 
But in order to make 

dreams come into real-
ity, it takes an awful lot 
of determination, dedi-
cation, self-discipline, 
and effort.’ 

As he further states: 
“Together let’s lace up 
and chase those dreams 
with unwavering re-
solve.”

He further notes that 
GardaWorld’s primary 
responsibility at the 
Kilimanjaro Marathon 
is ensuring comprehen-
sive security measures. 

This includes man 
guarding and live CCTV 
monitoring to oversee 
ground movement. 

“We provide vigilant 
surveillance and imme-
diate response services, 
ensuring the safety of 
all participants and at-
tendees throughout the 
event,” he adds.

  On  what the mara-
thon means to the busi-
ness and customers in 
general, Lukumay says: 
”The Kilimanjaro In-

ternational Marathon, 
being the largest mara-
thon in the country and 
region, is a source of im-
mense pride for us as a 
security provider part-
ner. This event holds 
significant importance 
for our business and 
staff/customers. 

“It not only allows us 
to showcase our com-
mitment to safety on a 
large scale but also pro-
vides an opportunity 
to strengthen relation-

SportPesa Board of Directors Chairman, Tarimba Abbas (R), hands over a dummy cheque to the winner of the Supa 
Jackpot game organized by the firm, David Mwenge Nyantora (L), in the event held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. 
Looking on is the National Gaming Board Inspector, Rasul Masoud. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Hotel in Dar es Salaam, 
Nyantora pointed out 
he started betting with 
SportPesa in 2018 after 
learning about the compa-
ny through reading news-
papers.

“I started betting with 
SportPesa in 2018 after 
getting to know it through 
reading newspapers. 
This is due to the ease 
that SportPesa has put 
by listing the teams that 
someone can choose, so 
I decided to log in and 
start betting,” the winner 
noted.

“I have been participat-
ing regularly and winning 
various amounts of mon-
ey, but this is the first time 
I have won such a large 
amount through the 13-
team Supa Jackpot, which 
includes 17 teams,” Nyan-
tora stated.

The winner said: “I 

usually prepare my bet 
by spending three days - 
which include choosing a 
team - and I usually place 
two to three bets. I, how-
ever, placed one bet for 
this Jackpot.

“I didn’t expect to win 
this large amount of mon-
ey. At the moment, I can’t 
say what I will do with it. I 
need to first calm my mind 
and decide whether to in-
vest in a business or buy a 
house for the family since 
I live with my child and 
some siblings,” Nyantora 
revealed.

Nyantora noted: “I have 
been following the Supa 
Jackpot matches and, at 
the time I won, I was fol-
lowing the Atalanta game. 
We didn’t believe it and we 
had to repeat it twice, but 
when we got the SMS we 
knew it was true and there 
was a lot of joy in such a 

way that we couldn’t sleep 
at night.”

The winner disclosed 
that despite the existence 
of many betting compa-
nies, he has only been 
betting with SportPesa 
because it is a prominent 
company and has no influ-
encers.

Nyantora insisted: “For 
those who wish to win and 
achieve their goals, I ad-
vise them to continue bet-
ting with SportPesa, they 
should believe that one 
day they will win the way 
I have done.”

“I am still betting be-
cause my goal is to win the 
1.1bn/- prize and I believe 
I will get it,” the winner 
said.

The Head of SportPesa’s 
Relations and Communi-
cations Division, Sabrina 
Msuya, congratulated the 
winner and encouraged 

him to be an ambassador 
to others.

The official disclosed: 
“First let me congratulate 
you on the Supa Jackpot 
win. You are one of many 
Tanzanians who win mil-
lions of shillings every day 
with SportPesa and wit-
ness the benefits of which 
you are undoubtedly a tes-
timony.

“Let me remind Tanza-
nians that the Supa Jack-
pot is genuine and will 
continue to exist depend-
ing on the weekly results. 
They should continue 
trusting us, the same way 
Nyantora did, and will gar-
ner victory.” 

It is now seven years 
since the inception of the 
SportPesa company which 
has announced a total of 
10 Jackpot winners and 
thousands of bonus win-
ners every week.

Some of the GardaWorld Tanzania Limited participants during a previous edition of the Kilimanjaro 
Premium Lager International Marathon. Agencies

ships with attendees. 
Given our staff ’s active 
engagement in endur-
ance sports, they eager-
ly support and partici-
pate in this prestigious 
event.”

GardaWorld does 
not just end at provid-
ing security services as 
the MD confirms that 
they take great pride in 
supporting over 14 elite 
Tanzanian runners for 
this edition of the mara-
thon. These individuals, 
he says, are pivotal tal-
ents whom the compa-
ny sponsors to prepare 
them for major interna-
tional competitions.

“Over the years, many 
of them have risen as 
some of the most prom-
inent athletes in the 
country and interna-
tionally, participating in 
prestigious internation-
al marathons. Our spon-
sorship ensures they 
receive full support and 
preparation to compete 
at their best. Addition-
ally, we are thrilled to 
announce that over 50 
GardaWorld staff mem-
bers will also be partici-
pating in the 2024 Kili 
Marathon, demonstrat-
ing our commitment to 
health, wellness, and 
community involve-
ment,” says the MD.

In terms of training, 
he says apart from sup-
porting their elite run-
ners during prepara-
tion, they provide them 
with transportation, 
meals, and accommo-
dation during the mara-
thon itself. 

Additionally, to en-
sure they remain fully 
motivated, they also of-
fer monetary awards to 
the top performers.

The MD further notes 
that while their prima-
ry role revolves around 
providing general se-
curity during the tour-
nament, GardaWorld 
also emphasizes the 
broader message that 
running plays a vital 
role in ensuring health 
security. 

“As a company dedi-
cated to safety and 
well-being, we believe 
that promoting physi-
cal activity, such as run-
ning, aligns perfectly 
with our mission. By 
supporting initiatives 
like the Kilimanjaro In-
ternational Marathon, 
we’re not just ensuring 
the safety of partici-
pants, but also advocat-
ing for overall health 
and wellness within the 
community,” he adds.

 He assures attendees 
of the marathon seam-

lessly organized inter-
national event, with 
GardaWorld as their se-
curity provider partner 
ensuring safety for all 
participants and stake-
holders. 

“Our commitment to 
security guarantees a 
smooth and secure ex-
perience for everyone 
involved. Additionally, 
we invite participants 
to visit our booth to ex-
plore and experience 
our world-class securi-
ty solutions firsthand,” 
he says.

Other sponsors for 
this year’s edition in-
clude  Kilimanjaro 
Premium Lager (main 
sponsor) and Tigo 
-21km Half Marathon, 
while water table spon-
sors are Kilimanjaro 
Water, TotalEnergies, 
CRDB Bank, Simba Ce-
ment and TPC Sugar. 
Official partners are 
Garda World, CMC Au-
tomobiles, Salinero 
Hotel and suppliers are 
Kibo Palace Hotel and 
Keys Hotel.

The Kili Marathon is 
organised by the Kili-
manjaro Marathon 
Company Limited and 
nationally coordinated 
by Executive Solutions 
Limited.

Ecobank Group CEO Jeremy Awori (R) presents the Eco-
bank Best Goalkeeper Trophy to South Africa’s goalkeeper, 
Ronwen Williams. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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Manchester City 
chasing £100m 
Champions 
League payday

Ex-Dutch Ex-Dutch 
international international 
gets six years for gets six years for 
coke smugglingcoke smuggling

Ciro Immobile hands Lazio Champions Ciro Immobile hands Lazio Champions 
League advantage over troubled BayernLeague advantage over troubled Bayern

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Mbappe scores as PSG take control of 
Real Sociedad Champions League tie

PARIS

KYLIAN Mbappe 
scored the opener as Par-
is Saint-Germain took a 
big step towards reaching 
the Champions League 
quarter-finals with a 2-0 
win over Real Sociedad 
in the first leg of their 
last-16 tie on Wednesday.

The mediocrity of 
PSG’s first-half perfor-
mance at the Parc des 
Princes may have had 
their supporters fear-
ing another in a long 
line of disappointing re-
sults down the years in 
the Champions League 
knockout stages.

But Mbappe, who is ex-
pected to leave the club 
at the end of the season 
when his contract ex-
pires, broke the deadlock 
from close range just be-
fore the hour mark.

Bradley Barcola’s well-
taken goal in the 70th 
minute then made it 2-0 
to give the French cham-

fication.”
There was big pressure 

on PSG coming into this 
tie after they had gone 
out in the last 16 of the 
Champions League in 
five of the last seven sea-
sons. Another early exit 
this season would be a 
monumental setback for 
the Qatar-owned club, es-
pecially as Real Sociedad 
were appearing in their 

first Champions League 
knockout tie in two de-
cades.

They also made the 
trip to Paris having failed 
to score a goal while fail-
ing to win any of their 
last four games in all 
competitions. In addition 
to that, they were miss-
ing captain and top scor-
er Mikel Oyarzabal as he 
recovers from injury.

PSG, who gave a Cham-
pions League bow at 
left-back to 20-year-old 
Brazilian January sign-
ing Lucas Beraldo, were 
aiming to extend a run of 
16 games unbeaten in all 
competitions stretching 
back to early November.

- Away side threaten -
However, an early shot 

by Mbappe that was 
beaten away by visiting 
goalkeeper Alex Remiro 
was really the only time 
they threatened in a poor 
first-half showing.

Instead it was the away 
side, winners of their 
group ahead of  Inter 
Milan, who looked more 
comfortable and who 
came closest to scoring 
prior to the break.

In the final minute of 
the half, captain  Mikel 
Merino  controlled the 
ball before crashing a 
piledriver from 25 me-
tres off the top of the bar 
and over.

PSG eventually broke 
the deadlock on 58 
minutes as  Ousmane 
Dembele’s corner from 
the right was helped on 
by Marquinhos towards 
the back post where 
Mbappe turned it in.

It was a 31st goal of the 
campaign in all competi-
tions, and a fourth in the 
Champions League, for 

Ciro Immobile converted in the 69th minute to give Lazio a deserved victory. Agencies

The France World Cup winner reacted quickly to tap the ball into the back of the net at the far post. Agen-
cies

By Mike McGrath

MANCHESTER City’s prize-money for win-
ning back-to-back Champions League titles 
will top £100 million, with their perfect group 
stage results putting them on course for re-
cord earnings to retain Europe’s biggest com-
petition.

City were one of two clubs to win six out of 
six group games this season when they defeat-
ed  RB Leipzig, Red Star Belgrade and Young 
Boys earlier in the campaign, setting up their 
last-16 tie against FC Copenhagen.

With each victory earning £2.4 million in 
prize-money, City maximised their earnings 
with a clean sweep of wins, even with quali-
fication secured early and their last match a 
dead-rubber in Belgrade.

The European champions also receive pay-
ments for making the group stage and for each 
round they progress, then an extra £3.8 million 
for winning at Wembley on Jun 1 and another 
£3.8 million for winning the UEFA Super Cup 
in Athens in August.

In total, City will earn £104.6 million should 
they triumph this season and they will also get 
a further slice of the broadcast revenue from 
Uefa which will be decided later, which is ex-
pected to make it a record amount for a Cham-
pions League win. Last season they banked 
£95 million before TV money was taken into 
account.

Pep Guardiola will also match Carlo Ance-
lotti’s four wins in the competition if City win 
again and he has good memories of Wem-
bley after winning Europe’s top prize there 
with  Barcelona  as a player in 1992 and a 
manager in 2011. With a run to the final, he 
can equal Sir Alex Ferguson’s record of 25 
unbeaten matches in the Champions League 
from 2007-09.

City put one foot into the quarter-finals 
with their 3-1 win in Denmark, with  Phil 
Foden wrapping up the victory with his stop-
page-time goal. He is now targeting a second 
Champions League triumph after winning in 
Istanbul last season.

“I hope so yeah, we’ve got the squad of play-
ers for that. I look around the changing room 
and still see the determination and hunger – so 
I don’t see why not,” he said.

When asked after the Copenhagen win about 
his new hairstyle, Foden added: “I’ve been go-
ing to the same barber from the age of eight. 
Obviously I sort him out sometimes but I pay 
£20.”

THE TELEGRAPH

AMSTERDAM

A DUTCH court sentenced former Ajax and 
international winger Quincy Promes to six 
years in prison Wednesday, convicting him 
of smuggling more than one thousand kilo-
grammes of cocaine.

The 32-year-old, now playing for Spartak 
Moscow, was not in court to hear the sentence, 
a spokesperson told AFP.

Previous attempts to extradite him from 
Moscow have failed and on Wednesday judges 
at the Amsterdam District Court issued a war-
rant for his arrest. Summing up in court, pre-
siding judge M. Vaandrager said Promes was 
an example to many, especially young people, 
due to his footballing talent.

“The suspect is regularly in the news, is ac-
tive on social media, and has fans worldwide,” 
the judge said.

“This makes it even worse that he has tried 
to increase his wealth... by participating in ma-
jor international drugs trafficking.

“All things considered, the court finds a six-
year prison sentence appropriate,” the judge 
said in a statement.

The court said Promes had smuggled a total 
of 1,363 kilogrammes of cocaine from Brazil 
in 2020, through the Belgian port of Antwerp 
into the Netherlands with the help of an ac-
complice. The drugs haul was stashed in bags 
of salt in containers on board a ship -- later 
partially intercepted by customs officials.

The ruling was based on wire-tapped con-
versations and encrypted messages Promes 
had sent under the pseudonym “Fantasma.”

Prosecutors had called for a nine-year jail 
sentence but the court ruled they had based 
their request on previous cases where the 
punishment was too harsh.

AFP

ROME

C
IRO Immobile 
fired Lazio to-
wards a first 
C h a m p i o n s 

League quarter-final 
in nearly a quarter of a 
century in Wednesday’s 
1-0 win over  Bayern 
Munich  which plunged 
their troubled oppo-
nents even deeper into 
crisis.

Italy  forward Immo-
bile slotted home the 
last 16, first leg’s decisive 
goal from the penalty 
spot in the 69th minute 
in Rome to pile pressure 
on Bundesliga cham-
pions Bayern, who risk 
having a disastrous sea-
son by their own exalted 

standards.
The spot-kick was won 

by  Gustav Isaksen  who 
was clattered by  Dayot 
Upamecano with a rash 
tackle which earned 
the  France  defender  a 
red card and left Bayern 
a man down for the final 
20 minutes.

Immobile’s strike 
came days after he net-
ted his 200th Serie A 
goal and allowed a rau-
cous Lazio home crowd 
to dream of a first quar-
ter-final in Europe’s top 
competition in 24 years.

“We prepared for this 
match so that we could 
give Bayern a game. 
Even if we’d only had a 
10 percent chance the 
team would have given 

everything on the pitch,” 
said Ciro Immobile to 
Amazon Prime Video.

“We wanted to give 
our supporters a good 
night and I think we’ve 
done that.”

Lazio won the Italian 
title the last time their 
reached the quarter-fi-
nals in 2000, when they 
fell to  Valencia  in the 
last eight.

And in order to emu-
late that star-studded 
team which featured the 
likes of Juan Sebastian 
Veron, Marcelo Salas 
and Sinisa Mihajlovic, 
Maurizio Sarri’s side still 
need to hold out in Ba-
varia next month.

However Bayern are 
a club in a slump and a 

toothless display in the 
Italian capital in which 
they didn’t have a single 
shot on target will do 
nothing to help em-
battled coach Thomas 
Tuchel.

Tuchel, who described 
his side’s performance 
as “a little bit slapstick”, 
denied that he is con-
cerned for his future 
even though Wednes-
day’s defeat came after 
a 3-0 thumping at Bayer 
Leverkusen on Saturday 
which left Bayern five 
points off the pace in the 
German title race.

The Champions 
League looked like Bay-
ern’s last chance at a tro-
phy this season but Im-
mobile put those hopes 

in serious doubt.

- Bayern’s ‘tough 
week’ -

“We had a good first 
half, we were the bet-
ter team, we were com-
pletely dominant, we 
had the chances and we 
lost our rhythm and be-
lief in the second half. I 
don’t know why,” said 
Tuchel.

“With this perfor-
mance we did every-
thing to lose this game 
which was completely 
in out hands.”

Star striker  Harry 
Kane  admitted Bayern 
were suffering a “really 
tough week”.

“We’re in a difficult 
spell. We have to fight. 

We have to turn it round. 
We have big games and 
big things to fight for,” 
Kane told TNT Sports.

Bayern were on the 
front foot for most of the 
opening period, which 
was light on clearcut 
chances and featured 
only one shot on target.

That effort was a 
weak  Alessio Romag-
noli  header for the 
hosts, who were lucky 
to go into the break level 
as  Jamal Musiala  shot 
just over the bar after a 
slick passing move on 
the edge of the Lazio 
area.

Kane lashed over from 
close range early on 
while in the 32nd min-
ute Leroy Sane watched 
his powerful shot fly just 
wide after a neat free-
kick routine.

But right after the 
break Bayern had  Man-
uel Neuer to thank after 
he rushed out to stop 
Gustav Isaksen for giv-
ing Lazio the lead after 
being brilliantly put 
through by Luis Alberto.

And after a long spell 
of ineffective Bayern 
possession, Immobile 
punished the away side 
with his 20th goal of the 
season, won by Isaksen 
when he was upended 
by Upamecano.

Bayern were left a goal 
and man down and from 
that point had an even 
harder time threaten-
ing the well-organised 
home defence, allowing 
Lazio to hold out for a 
famous win.

AFP

the France captain who 
is widely tipped to move 
to Real Madrid after this 
season.

That relaxed the hosts 
and Mbappe almost 
scored again in the 63rd 
minute as he won the 
ball back high up the 
pitch and hit a powerful 
shot from outside the 
box which was tipped 
onto the bar and over by 
Remiro.

Luis Enrique’s side did 
find the net again 20 min-
utes from the end when 
Barcola collected a ball 
on the left, skipped away 
from Hamari Traore on 
his way into box and 
then slotted the ball past 
Remiro for his first ever 
Champions League goal.

La Real could not find 
a way back into the game 
as their run without a 
goal stretched to five 
matches.

They now have some-
thing of a mountain to 
climb when they enter-
tain PSG in San Sebastian 
on March 5, although 
supporters of the French 
side will remain wary 
given the way they have 
collapsed at this stage 
of the competition in re-
cent years against Barce-
lona and Madrid, among 
others.

AFP

pions a comfortable 
cushion to take to Spain 
for the return early next 
month.

“We managed to score 
at key moments. We are 
happy with this first step. 
There is still a lot of work 
to do but it is good to be 
going there with the ad-
vantage,” Mbappe told 
broadcaster Canal Plus.

Captain Marquinhos 
added: “We were in great 
difficulty in the first half 
but we knew that would 
be the case.

“The coach gave us an 
earbashing at half-time 
and I think that helped 
because the attitude was 
much better in the sec-
ond half.

“We know how impor-
tant it is to win at home 
but it is not finished. We 
need to keep the same 
mindset between now 
and then, keep playing 
well in the league and 
then go there and play 
well to secure our quali-
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Caravans Cricket Club wallops Aga Khan 
SC in 2024 TCA Dar 50 Overs Cup Div A

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

TWO clubs battling at opposite ends of the 
NBC Premier League table will lock horns this 
evening, with each side hoping to secure a pos-
itive result for different reasons.

Third-placed Azam, who sit eight points shy 
of leaders Young Africans, will host struggling 
Geita Gold who find themselves in the relega-
tion zone as the league reaches the halfway 
mark.

Azam extended their unbeaten run in the 
league to seven games when they managed to 
hold Simba to a 1-1 draw at Kirumba Stadium 
last week.

The 2013/14 Champions side have won six 
games and drawn one in the process in their 
impressive run that has kept them in the title 
race with Young Africans and Simba.

When you look at the bigger picture, Azam 
have only suffered two defeats in 14 league 
outings this season – picking up 10 victories 
and 2 draws along the way.

Azam still have a substantial injury list, with 
Sospeter Bajana, Abdallah Kheri and Ali Ah-
mada again unavailable for selection.

Sudanese goalkeeper Mustapha Mohamed 
will guard the posts with Lusajo Mwaikenda 
and Pascal Msindo as the first-choice full-
backs.  Colombian import Yeison Fuentes and 
Yannick Bangala played for the first time as 
the new center-back partnership and won’t be 
a surprise if they are rewarded with another 
start.

James Akaminko could potentially line up 
alongside Yahya Zaydi in midfield. Kipre Ju-
nior and Gibril Sillah are expected to feature 
in the wide areas, with Prince Dube set to lead 
the line once again.

On the flip side, Geita Gold will be looking 
to bounce back from their defeat to Simba on 
Monday at CCM Kirumba that saw them drop 
back to the relegation zone.

After managing to restrict Simba to feeble at-
tempts for the better part of the game, Geita 
Gold conceded eight minutes to stoppage time. 

However, coach Dennis Kitambi would be 
pleased with the performance of the team.

That performance will be great motivation 
coming into this clash as Kitambi aims for his 
second victory against his former bosses. 

Earlier this season, Kitambi while still at Na-
mungo, masterminded a 3-1 victory over Azam 
at Chamazi.

Kitambi will have all of his troops available 
this week in search of a result needed to pull 
Geita Gold out of the relegation zone.

In head-to-head stats, Azam and Geita Gold 
have met in four league matches since the 
2021/22 season.  Azam have claimed one vic-
tory with the other three games ending in 
stalemates.

Azam out to 
claim Geita 
Gold’s scalp

Young Africans coach, Miguel Gamondi

By Guardian Cor-
respondent 

KASSIM Nassor put on 
a stellar all-round dis-
play as Caravans Cricket 
Club commanded a re-
sounding 124-run win 
over Aga Khan SC in the 
2024 Tanzania Cricket 
Association (TCA) Dar 
50 Overs Cup’s Division 
A clash held in Dar es 
Salaam recently.

Nassor, an experi-
enced cricketer, showed 
his batting virtuosity 
after grabbing 121 runs 
during his club’s turn 
with the bat and went 
on to secure three wick-
ets when the outfit was 
fielding. 

In what could be 
termed a clash of titans, 
Caravans Cricket Club- 
the defending cham-
pion- once again proved 
its worth as it confident-
ly locked horns with the 
rival, Aga Khan SC, also 
the former champion, 
and smoothly torment-
ed the latter. 

Caravans Cricket Club 
opted to bat first after 
winning the toss and 
posted a fairly competi-

By Correspondent Seth 
Mapoli

T
HE head coach of 
Tanzania Main-
land Premier 
League defend-

ing champions Young Afri-
cans, Miguel Gamondi, has 
been taken aback by the 
swift pace of their rivals 
Simba SC in recent match-
es.

Consequently, he has in-
tensified efforts to bolster 
his team’s defence, which 
has shown vulnerability in 
the past two games.

In the intense pursuit of 
the NBC Premier League 
championship this season, 
Gamondi acknowledges 
the necessity for significant 
improvements in his team’s 
defensive strategies.

With Simba leading the 
pack, their formidable per-
formance post a month-
long hiatus, coupled with 
new signings, presents a 
formidable challenge.

Following a hard-fought 
2-1 victory against Tanzania 

Manchester City 
chasing £100m 
Champions 
League payday
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Prisons at the Sokoine Sta-
dium in Mbeya, the Young 
Africans team has returned 
to Dar es Salaam.

Despite the win, conced-
ing goals in consecutive 
matches underscores the 
urgency for defensive re-
finement. This raises con-
cerns, especially consider-
ing Simba’s return to form 
after a break and their 
squad.

“The league is tough-
er than ever,” admitted 
Gamondi. “We need to win 
every game while keeping 
clean sheets. Conceding 
goals is worrying, and we 
must fix our defense imme-
diately.”

Gamondi’s focus goes 
beyond the backline, em-
phasizing the role of mid-
fielders and wingers in 
contributing to defensive 
stability. While acknowl-
edging their attacking 
prowess, he stresses that a 
solid defence is a founda-
tion for victory.

Their upcoming clash 
against KMC FC tomorrow 
holds immense signifi-
cance. While Young Afri-
cans previously thrashed 
them 5-0, Gamondi antici-
pates a much stiffer chal-
lenge this time. His prior-
ity: win without conceding.

With the championship 
race in full swing, Young 
Africans’ defensive vulner-
abilities could prove costly. 

significance of their home 
ground.

In tandem, reports from 
within Simba indicate their 
intention to also utilize 
Jamhuri Stadium for their 
home matches.

Previously, both Simba 
and Young Africans had 
relied on Benjamin Mkapa 
and Uhuru stadiums for 
their home fixtures. How-
ever, with these venues 
undergoing renovations 
and temporarily closed, 
the teams were compelled 
to seek alternative venues 
for their Premier League 
encounters.

While Young Africans 
have yet to formally an-
nounce the Azam Complex 
as their new home ground, 
recent matches suggest its 
usage for their games. 

Simba, on the other 
hand, have reportedly sub-
mitted a formal request 
to the league board to ap-
prove Jamhuri Stadium for 
their home matches.

It’s worth noting that for 
the upcoming Champions 
League matches scheduled 
to resume in the next two 
weeks, both teams are an-
ticipated to revert to using 
the Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium.

This decision comes after 
the government granted 
permission for the stadium 
to be exclusively utilized 
for international matches.

Caravans Cricket Club’s all-rounder Kassim Nassor (L) is pictured getting the Player 
of the Match prize from Dar es Salaam Cricket Committee’s Chairman, Azim Thakur, 
once the side confronted Aga Khan SC in the 2024 Tanzania Cricket Association 
(TCA) Dar 50 Overs Cup’s Division A duel that took place at Dar es Salaam’s Leaders 
Club venue recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF DAR ES SALAAM CRICKET COMMITTEE

tive total of 251 runs in 
46 overs.

On the one hand, se-
nior all-rounder Nassor 
turned out to be the cor-
nerstone of Caravans 
Cricket Club’s innings, 
having made his way 
back with a formidable 
121 runs in 106 balls.

He was ably support-
ed by Amal Rajeevan 
and Yalinde Maurice, 
setting up impressive 
partnerships of 71 runs 
and 81 runs respectively 
with the duo.

Rajeevan and Maurice 
contributed 39 runs and 
24 runs respectively in 
the partnerships. 

On the other hand, 
young cricketer Sanay 
Vijay Jobanputra and 
experienced performer 
Riziki Kiseto were the 
pick of the bowlers 
for Aga Khan SC, hav-
ing sent back the op-
ponents’ five and three 
batsmen respectively.

Jobanputra was in 
particular effective as 
he did not allow any ma-
jor partnership to de-
velop among Caravans 
Cricket Club’s batsmen 
whenever he was into 

attack.
Aga Khan SC’s skipper 

Harsheed Chohan also 
played a crucial part in 
sending back Caravans 
Cricket Club’s top order 
before Nassor and Ra-
jeevan could steady the 
ship. 

In response, the Aga 
Khan SC cricketers nev-
er posed a threat as they 
could hardly develop 
any good partnership 
and the whole team got 
bowled out for mere 127 
runs.

The only notewor-
thy performance in 
the batting outfit came 
from Abhik Patwa, also 
a senior national crick-
et team skipper, who 
scored 44 runs off 43 
balls. 

Caravans Cricket 
Club’s bowling unit 
bowled with discipline 
and kept taking wickets 
at regular intervals.

Nassor was once again 
the player who led his 
side’s bowling unit hav-
ing grabbed three wick-
ets, fellow bowler Akhil 
Anil chipped in with 
two crucial wickets for 
the eventual winners.

Gamondi and his team 
must find a solution before 
facing KMC FC, a match 
that could make or break 
their title aspirations.

The upcoming match be-
tween Young Africans and 
KMC, slated for tomorrow, 
is set to take place at Jam-
huri Stadium in Morogoro.

Daniel Mwakasungula, 
the Chief Executive of 

KMC, has officially con-
firmed that their team, as 
the hosts, will be utilizing 
Jamhuri Stadium for this 
fixture.

“We are committed to 
representing our nation on 
the field, and we urge our 
supporters to prepare to 
rally behind us at Jamhuri 
Stadium,” stated Mwaka-
sungula, emphasizing the 
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