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Govt unvelils 5-year 47trn/-
health sector strategic plan

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government needs at least 94trn /-
per year, equivalent to a total of 47trn/- to
implement the Health Sector Strategic Plan
Five (HSSP V 2021-2025) launched here
yesterday.

Officiating at the launch of the plan,
the Minister for Health, Community
Development, Gender, Elderly and Children,
Dr Dorothy Gwajima, said that the new plan
is aimed at reaching 200,000 more people
with health services and another 400,000
getting improved healthcare by improving
services.

The new strategy will address delivery
of health services in accordance with the
demand, strengthening preparedness to
tackle emergencies and outbreak of diseases,
she stated.

“The government has directed more
efforts in protection and treatment of
communicable and non-communicable
diseases” she said.

Dr Gwajima affirmed that the government
will upgrade information systems for quick
dissemination on signs of danger to the
public, and involving people on hygiene,
environment cleanliness along with the

small traders across Tanzania.

CRDB Bank Plc acting managing director Bruce Mwile Mwasenga (R), retail banking director Boma Raballa, eastern zone
manager Badru Idd and other senior officials pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday flagging off the simultaneous launch
of ‘Tupo Mtaani Kwako’ campaign and a product dubbed ‘Hodari Akaunti’, both designed to benefit entrepreneurs and

control of hazardous wastes. Periodic
availability of funds and coordination of

TURN TO PAGE 2

Work permits to be
issued within 24hrs

By GetrudeMbago

THE government has completed
installing an electronic system for filing
applications and processing of work
permits that will see issuance of the
permits within 24 hours.

William ole Nasha, the Deputy Minister
in the Prime Minister’s Office (Investments)
said this in Dar es Salaam yesterday,
officiating at the 62nd annual general
meeting of the Association of Tanzania
Employers (ATE).

Through the online system, applicants
for work permits will be required to attach
all the required documents and upload
them for approval wherever they are,

We are aware that the
government has recently
reduced the SDL from 4.5
percent to 4 percent but
we are still requesting for
the levy to go down so as to
stimulate employment and
economic development

without having to go to the ministry’s
offices.

“Before the system, the issuance of the
permits was taking up to six months but
now things are going to change for the
better, and I am sure that this is very good
news to employers and employees as
well,” he asserted.

Ole Nasha said that the ministry
is working with ATE to start training
employers and employees on how to
use the system and fulfill the relevant
conditions, noting that the government
is also working to change certain policies
and laws so as to improve the business
and investment climate.

Envisaged amendments relate to
the Investment Policy of 1996 and the
Investment Act of 1997, the Labour
Relations Act and other areas that will be
found thwarting investment efforts, he
said.

The government will also establish a
calling centre at the Tanzania Investment

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Transporters in disquiet
over Zambia’s trade bill

By Henry Mwangonde

TRUCKERS and freight forwarders have
appealed to the government to engage
Zambian authorities over the country’s
intention to pass a law meant to empower
locals that could adversely affect Tanzanian
transporters.

The neighboring country has proposed
a bill that will limit 50 per cent of cargo
entering and leaving the country to its
citizens with 30 per cent of cargo specifically
allocated to the Tanzania-Zambia Railway
Authority (TAZARA) and the remaining
20 per cent to transporters from other
countries.

The Tanzania Truck Owners Association

(TATOA) and the Tanzania Freight
Forwarders Association (TAFFA) called
a press conference in Dar es Salaam
yesterday to state that if passed, the law
will paralyze transportation business
in Tanzania because Zambia is one of
top users of the port of Dar es Salaam,
second only to the Democratic Republic
of Congo.

“Zambia is a member of the Southern
Africa Development Community (SADC)
which advocates free movement of goods
among member states. The proposed law
is at variance with this spirit,” said Elias
Lukumay, TATOA vice chairman.

He said there is a need for SADC
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A Tribute from our Family

Late Dr. Rajnikant Kanabar touched our lives throughout his lifetime and beyond, with
his service for the underprivileged, and his kindness. A fine orator and fundraiser his
legacy lives on with his philanthropic work.
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Transporters in disquiet
over Zambia’s trade bill

FROM PAGE 1

countries to let  business
competition prevail, by services
offered and market needs, instead
of cartels as is the case with the
proposed legislation.

“The  government  should
intervene on the matter because
the new law is now killing
competition and fair grounds for
doing business,” he declared.

Zambia wants to pass ‘The
Citizens Economic Empowerment
(Transportation of Heavy and
Bulk Commodities by Road)
(Reservation) Regulations 2021’
which seeks to operationalize
the southern African country’s
Citizens Economic Empowerment
Act of 2006.

The regulations state
categorically that Zambian road
transporters be given preference
when it comes to transporting
goods into and within the
country, spelling duties upon
producers and manufacturers
of raw materials, oil suppliers,
logistics companies, clearing and

forwarding agents, oil marketing
companies and transporters
by road of a commodity to a
person’s plant, industry or place
of business.

For his part, Taffa secretary
general Elitunu Malamia said
the new law if passed would
jeopardize efforts to achieve the
30m tonnes cargo to be served by
the port of Dar es Salaam.

He said the agencies have
written to the relevant ministry as
well as to the Tanzanian mission
in Zambia to see how the matter
can be addressed.

Dar es Salaam Port serves
70-percent of cargo directed to
SADC member states in which
Zambia is the second in quantity.

The Tunduma-Nakonde border
post is Tanzania’s busiest crossing
as the gateway to Zambia, the
Democratic Republic of Congo
and partially, Zimbabwe, while on
average, the value of cargo passing
through the border to Zambia, the
DRC and Zimbabwe is estimated
at $1.5bn (3.4 trn/-) annually, he
added.

Work permits to be
issued within 24hrs

FROM PAGE 1

Centre (TIC) to hear and address
investors’ concerns, he said.

“To achieve the goal of
producing 8m jobs in the next
few years, the government will
continue investing heavily in
various sectors, improving the
investment climate to elicit more
investors inside and outside the
country,” he said.

There is also an allo cation
of 1.5m hectares of land set
aside for investors to initiate
various projects in agriculture in
particular, he stated.

Dr Aggrey Mlimuka, the
ATE executive director, said
the meeting brought together
stakeholders in most sectors and
feasible investment spheres.

He pointed out the presence
of participants from agriculture,
forestry and fisheries, business

and markets, industries and
processing, transport and
communications, mining and
construction,  banking  and

finance, oil and gas, tourism and
hospitality, private security firms

and social services.

The meeting was preceded by a
high-level workshop on the theme
“Strengthening the Investment
and Business Climate in Tanzania
for a Competitive Economy and
Sustainable Job Creation,” he said.

“We commended the
government for taking various
measures to improve the
investment environment.
However there are some
areas which still need further
improvement and we will
continue communicating with the
government to take durable steps
for easing investments further,”
he said.

ATE board chairperson Jayne
Nyimbo urged the government
to reduce the Skills Development
Levy (SDL) from 4 percent to 2
percent.

“We are aware that the
government has recently reduced
the SDL from 4.5 percent to 4
percent but we are still requesting
for the levy to go down so as
to stimulate employment and
economic development,” she
added.

Researchers want more
efforts to prevent NCDs

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

A CROSS-SECTION of
researchers have called on the
government to consider new
measures to reduce the increasing
rates of non-communicable
diseases in the county, saying the
current efforts are on treatment
and not prevention.

They argue that if more focus is
on prevention, it can help reduce
the big budget on treatment,
citing the Tanzania NCDI Poverty
Commission, 2020 report which
showed that Tanzania spent
$700 million in treatment of the
diseases last year.

Speaking during a training for
planners, policy and decision
makers to use science, technology
and innovation in practice and
sharing selected evidence in
health sector, they argued that a
lot more effort should be directed
to prevention of the NCDs.

The training organised by the
Tanzania Commission for Science
and Technology (COSTECH),
brought together participants
from different departments and
institutions within the ministry of
Health, Community Development,
Gender, Elderly and Children.

In his presentation, Dr
Emmanuel Makundi from the
National Institute of Medical
Research (NIMR), noted that
according to World Health
Organisation (WHO) the diseases
contribute to 41 percent of deaths
in the county.

He said in Tanzania, it is also
estimated that deaths due to the
diseases and other respiratory
complication cases is 16 percent

higher among people aged
between 30 and 70 years.
“There is need for new

approaches on dealing with NCDs
with more focus on prevention
than treatment” he said, adding
that evidence shows that the
diseases affect both young and
the elderly.

Dr Makundi noted that there is
misconception that the diseases
only attack rich people who live
luxurious life and the old in the
developing countries but there
are evidences that even the poor
living in rural areas are affected.

He observed that while the
government has put in place
measures to help manage increase
of the diseases in the country
by establishing department
within the ministry of Health,
Community Development,
Gender, Elderly and Children,
efforts aimed at prevention are
fragmented and duplicated.

The researcher also observed
that health services in relation
to the diseases are very minimal,
especially in the rural areas where
health facilities are not easily
accessible.

On the other hand, he said there
islow budget allocation in the fight
against NCDS, being 7.8 percent of
health sector budget compared
to the magnitude, which is 41
percent of deaths in the county.
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Home Affairs minister George Simbachawene has a word with residents of Chihikwi village in Mbarawala ward, Dodoma Region, yesterday at

a meeting meant to resolve a dispute over land ownership and use between the Prisons Department and residents.

Govt unveils 5-year 47trn/- health sector strategic plan
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efforts to stem effects of climate
change will also be taken up, she
elaborated.

Other targeted spheres are
improving health services at
lower levels and referral services
as well as specialized treatment
services at referral and regional
hospitals. “I urge health sector
development  partners  and
other stakeholders to continue
supporting government efforts in
improving the provision of health

services, including services to

the elderly and those with rare

diseases,” she sounded out.
Investments are also needed

to ensure strengthening of
health system, especially in
human resources, availability

of drugs, hospital equipment,
infrastructure, ICT, research
on social and health sector
Ccross cutting issues, improving
cooperation with the private
sector and development partners,
the minister underlined.

The aim is to reach all
households with essential health
and social welfare services,
meeting as much as possible
expectations of the population,
adhering to objective quality
standards and applying evidence-
informed interventions through
efficient channels of service
delivery, she elaborated.

About 8.2mpeople or estimated
at 14 percent of the population
have access to medical treatment
via the national health insurance

scheme.

USAID Country  Director
Andrew Karas applauded the
government for the completion
of the plan which he said if well
implemented will  positively
impact on the health sector.

“Development partners
support the government’s efforts
and we are glad to cooperate
with Tanzanians to ensure that
no one is left behind in accessing
improved health services,” he
added.
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William ole Nasha, Deputy Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Investment), addresses the 62nd annual general meeting of the
Association of Tanzania Employers in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Finance bill passes, penalty to multinationals trigger debate

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

THE Parliament yesterday
passed the Finance Bill 2021 which
is to be submitted to the president
for signing but penalty slapped on
multinational companies (MNCs)
and their subsidiaries found to
have committed transfer pricing
offences triggered debate among
legislators.

Finance and Planning Minister
Mwigulu Nchemba said in the
National Assembly yesterday that
the penalty has almost doubled to
the previous but some legislators
argued that in reality the penalty
has gone down.

“The penalty has been
maintained and in fact it has been
doubled,” said Dr Nchemba.

The argument was based
on the Finance Bill 2021 part
xxi of the Amendment of Tax
Administration Act CAP 438
Section 79 of 2021, that some
legislators claimed would enable
MNCs to pay low penalties if
convicted with cases related to
tax evasion.

According to the Tax
Administration (Transfer Pricing

Regulations 2018) Act, MNCs
were subjected to a penalty of 30
percent of the actual tax that was
evaded and another 100 percent
on top of the same evaded tax.

“The Act will not attract foreign
investments as the committee
wishes but deny the government
billions of money to be collected
in taxes,” said Jerry Slaa, Ukonga
Legislator.

Parliamentary Budget
Committee Vice Chairman Omari
Kigua defended that the Act will
attract more MNCs to establish
subsidiaries in the country.

Hamis Tabasamu-Sengerema
Legislator said that the Tanzania
Revenue Authority (TRA) has
been weak in demanding Transfer
Pricing Documents (TPD) from
MNCs and their subsidiaries, the
document that shows daily global
arm length prices of different
commodities to avoid the fraud.

According to the Controller and
Auditor General's ‘Performance
Audit Report on Controls over
Transfer Pricing in Tanzania’s
Business sector’ as performed
by Tanzania Revenue Authority
(TRA) as of March 2021, CAG

Charles Kichere noted that TRA
considered  transfer  pricing
function as an operational activity,
as a result, it did not specifically
incorporate it in its corporate
plans. He notes that TRA, at the
time of the audit 504 MNCs in the
database which were attended by
International Taxation Unit (ITU)
but out of these, TRA was able to
initiate only 60 transfer pricing
audits from the financial year
2016/17 to 2019/20.

“Out of the 60 audits initiated
from 2016/17 to 2019/20 TRA was
able to complete only 23 audits
for the four financial years. This
was equivalent to 38% of the
anticipated  accomplishments.
Based on that at least 444 MNCs
were yet to beaudited.

There were also no documented
efforts that showed how transfer
pricing audits and cases were
complementary  within TRA
Departments,” notes CAG Kichere
in the report. It was also noted
that TRA had a tendency of
accepting ad-hoc transfer pricing
cases during each financial year
which were dealt with out of risk
analysis. This undermined the

risk based audit approach as new
ad-hoc cases were handled out of
planned cases.

The other ad-hoc is the
International Taxation Unit (ITU)
that was receiving less of the
entire budget allocated to the
large taxpayer department (LTD).
The maximum budget allocation
was in 2019/20 where about 20%
of total budget was allocated to
ITU.

MNCs with a total turnover of
4.239trillion/- for financial years
2016/17, 2017/18 and 2019/20
and U$137,048,000 in financial
year 2018/19 were audited. From
these transfer pricing audits tax
recovered was 108.610billion/-
and 44.07billion/- was still
disputed by audited MNCs. This
was for only completed audits. For
the past four financial years only
152.67 billion of tax was assessed.

However, despite the efforts,
ITU was understaffed for the past
four financial years. The Audit
Team noted that ITU had a total of
19 staff at the end of the financial
year 2019/20. This number
included management staff,” adds
the CAG report.
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Dar es Salaam regional commissioner Amos Makalla pictured yesterday speaking at a Teachers Day workshop organised by NMB Bank Plc and
mainly meant to shed light on services and products on offer at the bank that stand to benefit teachers.

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

THE government says it has
allocated  enough  financial
resources for provision of health
services across the country in the

next financial year.

Deputy Minister in the district health facilities.
President’s  Office  (Regional Silinde told the parliament that
Administration and Local

Government) David Silinde told

the government has much interest
in delivering good health services

across the country,” said Silinde.
He asserted that the medicine

and medical supplies budget

in Ulanga district council has

the National Assembly yesterday
that a record 270bn/- has been set
aside for medicines and medical
equipment in the 2021/22 fiscal
year.

Silinde made the statement
during a questions and answers
session when he was responding
to a question by Alaudin Salim
(Ulanga) CCM who sought to
know what the government was
doing to end shortage of medicine
and medical equipment at Ulanga

to the public as it has increased
the budget of the vice from
31bn/- in 2015/16 financial year to
270bn/- in the 2021/22 fiscal year.
According to him the increment
translates to good intentions by
the government in improving
health services in the country,
Ulanga district being a part of it.
“The government continues to
improve access to medicines and
medical supplies in addition to
the budget in Ulanga district and

increased from 33749m/- from the
central government’s Community
Health Fund (CHF) in 2015/16 to
475.53m/- in 2020/21.

“Availability of essential
medicines in Ulanga District
Council has increased from 68
percent in 2015/16 to 82.2 percent
in 2020/21. Despite these efforts,
there is still a challenge of shortage
of some medicines and medical
supplies at the centers,” he added.

The government will continue

‘Enough resources set
aside for medicines’

to improve the budget and
management of the requirements
so that health services are brought
closer to the public.

Kasalali Mageni-Sumve
Member of Parliament blamed
the government for not tracking
down allocation of medicine and
medical equipment to health
centers they are intended to.

The deputy minister said
that the government is finalising
a system that will track down
supplies of medicine and medical
equipment to all public health
centers in the country so that
fraud is prevented.

Mkapa wins accolades
for his role in boosting
public health sector

By Guardian Reporter, Musoma

LAKE Victoria Zone
stakeholders in the health sector
said yesterday that they will
remember the late President
Benjamin Mkapa for his
contribution towards addressing
various challenges in the health
sector through the Benjamin
Mkapa Foundation (BMF).

According to them, late Mkapa
had a right vision in assisting and
developing the country’s heath
sector and that is why he decided
to establish the foundation to help
Tanzanians.

BMF works closely with the
Ministry of Health, Community
Development, Gender, Elderly and
Children and the Prime Minister’s
Office Regional Administration
and Local Government
(PMORALG).

The stakeholders were giving
their views in Musoma Rural
District, Mara Region ahead of the
first Mkapa’s death anniversary in
July last year.

Speaking to this paper, Mara
Regional Medical Officer, Dr
Florian Tinuga said since its
establishment, BMF has helped
in the procurement of 128 health
workers in Mara Region.

Dr Tinuga said apart from
that achievement, there are also
health experts who have been
educated by the foundation and
employed in both the public
and private sectors across the
country.

He added that late Mkapa
used his time in retirement to
make sure his foundation dwelt
in assisting the community in
alleviating the shortage of health
workers and provision of better
medical services.

Interviewed, Doctor in Charge
at Murangi Health Centre in

Musoma Rural District, Dr Yusuf
Wambura said late Mkapa’s
vision has helped to improve
provision of health services,
adding that before the advent
of BMF the centre was short of
health workers especially in the
surgery unit.

Dr Wambura said as for now
they serve between 150 and 160
pregnant women every month
and attend to between 50 and 70
outpatients every day. He added
the health centre has the capacity
to admit 25 to 30 patients at its
available 16 wards.

Inregard to provision of quality
health services, BMF Lake Zone
Coordinator, Dr Remmy Moshi
said the foundation has been
of big assistance in providing
health workers at various

dispensaries, health centres and
hospitals.

He said BMF has been
responsible to fill  various

vacancies in the health sector as
well as enhancing health services
provision.

Dr Moshi said the foundation
provides support by dispatching
health workers to rural areas
with intentions of increasing
availability of skilled health
workers at the health facilities
(hospitals, health centres and
dispensaries) and provision of
capacity building training to
district and regional leaders.

The foundation has since its
inception expanded its scope of
activities from HIV/Aids to start
supporting efforts to combat
malaria, Tuberculosis (TB)
prevention and curing initiatives,
maternal health (prevention of
maternal and infant mortality
rates) and provision of
reproductive health education
to youth so that they are able to
avoid early pregnancies.

Dodoma RC calls on new DCs to exercise wisdom in making decisions

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

DODOMA Regional Commissioner Anthony
Mtaka has cautioned the newly appointed district
commissioners to stop using their might when issuing
decisions to avoid disconcerting other people.

He was speaking here when swearing in new
district commissioners for Kongwa and Kondoa

Samia to chair 12th TNBC
meeting in Dar tomorrow

By Guardian Reporter

THE long-awaited 12th Meeting of Tanzania
National Business Council (TNBC) is expected to take
place in Dar es Salaam tomorrow and the Council’s
Chairperson, President Samia Suluhu Hassan will
chair the crucial meeting for the first time since she
took an oath three months ago.

The council's Executive Secretary, Dr Godwill
Wanga told reporters in Dar es Salaam yesterday that
major discussions would focus on regulatory bodies,
forest products and all matters related to taxes as a
way towards improving the business environment in
Tanzania.

“This meeting is very important for both members
from public and private sectors since they will also
use the platform to welcome and chart out with the
sixth phase president who is also the chairperson
of the council,” he said, adding that members of
the council and the public in general have already
expressed their confidence in her administration.

According to the TNBC boss, the council has also
organise another meeting on Sunday to be chaired
by Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa to deliberate on
successes accomplished by President Samia in her
first 100 days in office.

“On Sunday the council will hold a symposium
that will focus on the first 100 days of President Samia
in office and will review what transpired during the
12th tomorrow’s meeting (Saturday),” he stressed.

“The 12th meeting carries theme ‘Ufanisi wa
Biashara na Uwekezaji katika Uchumi wa Kati’ and
that preparations for the meeting have already been
completed,” Dr Wanga said, calling massive support
for the chairperson.

TNBC is a platform that provides strategic forum
for public and private sector leaders to deliberate
issues of promoting economic growth. The council is
composed by equal members from both public and
private sectors.

The council also gives room for members to
exchange views on improving business regulatory
environment to enhance national economic
competitiveness in the long run. The president is the
chairperson of the council while the vice-chairman is
from the private sector.

districts.

He said it is not wise for a leader to place
in custody a public servant or an ordinary
citizen purely from displaying power, but
wisdom should be used in decision making.

He said a DC should not be part of
creating unnecessary conflicts that hinders
the district’s development strides.

“It is inconceivable for a DC to be part of
conflict creation, as you find the DCis not in
good terms with the District Administrative
Secretary (DAS), with District Executive
Director (DED), if it was me I would have
asked the president to take it because I

he said.

instead of being friendly to them.”

for the interest of the nation.

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

IN THE FAIR COMPETITION TRIBUNAL

AT DAR ES SALAAM
APPEAL NO. 6 OF 2021
BETWEEN
SHIV SAILIMITED........ccoiiniiiiniinin e ssssnss s sssae s APPELLANT
AND
INSPECTOR OF MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT.........cccueue. 1ST RESPONDENT
KISHEN ENTERPRISES LIMITED..........ccouunnmmmmmmssssnsns 2NDRESPONDENT

(Notice pursuant to Rule 16 of the Fair Competition Tribunal Rules, 2012)

TAKE NOTICE THAT an appeal has been lodged in the Tribunal against the whole decision of Chief
Inspector of Merchandise Marks Act delivered on 18th May ,2021 at The Fair Competition Commission
Dar es salaam in respect of Claim no. 1 of 2021 in which the appellant asking the 1st respondent at the
hearing to quash the decision regarding the seizure notice no. FCC/SN 0001B dated 23rd January,2021
and release the goods to wit 192 pieces of motorcycles branded “SUPER TOYO" that were seized and
detained for being infringe the TOYO trademark owned by the 2nd respondent believing that are not the
counterfeits. Upon hearing the 1st respondent satisfied on the balance of probabilities that the appellant
without authority of the 2nd respondent (a proprietor of TOYO and POWERKING Trademark)
counterfeited the protected trademark by manufacturing and importing the sale in Tanzania 192 pieces
of Motorcycles contrary to section 3(1)(g) of the Merchandise Marks Act hence the claim dismissed in
entirety and the decision of the 2nd Respondent upheld.

The Appellant contend, among other grounds, that the Chief Inspector Merchandise Marks Act the 1st
respondent herein fail to exercise the administrative direction, abandonment the complaint by 2nd
respondent and erred apparent on the face of record. Thus, the Appellant asking the tribunal to set aside
the ruling of the Chief Inspector of Merchandise Marks Act made on 18th May,2021, release the goods
impounded to appellant and grant cost of this appeal.

BY THIS PUBLIC NOTICE any person who considers that he has sufficient interest may apply to
intervene in the proceedings within seven days of the first publication of this notice to the Fair
Competition Tribunal, 2nd Floor, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology Building, Jamhuri
Street, Dar Es Salaam.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL of the Tribunal this 25th day of June, 2021.

REGISTRAR

216326501

have failed to perform my responsibilities,”

He added: “T call on you to avoid being
intoxicated by responsibility, it is very bad,
as you may find yourselves doing things
which even your communities loathe,

He also said the DCs ought to understand
that they represent the president in their
areas hence everything they do should be

“You are not assistants to the regional
commissioners, if anyone thinks so will
be making a mistake and at the end of the

KUPOTEA KWA
I I
day he would find himself failing to deliver KADI YA GAR
contrary to people’s expectations,” he

added NIRMAL HARESH
He stressed: “You are not supposed to be MADANIA ANATANGAZA
a ‘one man show,” you must work together KUPOTEA KWA KADI

with fellow leaders.”

Speaking after taking the oath of office,
Kongwa District Commissioner Remidius
Mwema thanked President Samia Suluhu
Hassan for trusting him in appointing him

YAKE YA GARI YENYE
NAMBA ZA USAJILI T
513 CGT - TOYOTA
HARRIER. YEYOTE

toglhe Pf)dsilt]ioﬂ- 1 use the position to worl ATAKAYEIONA ATOE

e said he will use the position to work

hard to find solutions to challenges facing TAARIFAKITUO CHA

residents of the district. POLISI. CONTROL NO. E
9910824262474. §

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
A LEADING SISAL ESTATE IN TANGA REGION

IS INVITING APPLICATIONS FROM QUALIFIED CANDIDATES
FOR THE POSITION OF: ACCOUNTS MANAGER

JOB SCOPE
To effectively and efficiently manage the Estate Finance, Accounts and function.

JOB DESCRIPTION

The role entails managing the following key aspects within the company:
¢ Maintain Financial Accounts

Ensure all Statutory Compliances

Prepare Financial / MIS Reports

Financial Planning and Budgeting

Efficient Funds Management

Maintain Banking Relationships

Exercise Internal Control and Audits

Support Exports and Commercial functions

POSITION REQUIREMENTS
EDUCATION: Qualifications; CPA or ACA or ACCA or equivalent

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND REQUIREMENTS:
e 5-7 Years in a similar function or role
o Preference to candidates who have worked in similar Plantation or Estates

LOCATION
The position is based on the estate in Lugongo -Tanga Region and reports to the
General Manager

SALARY AND BENEFITS
Shall be commensurate with the candidates experience and position

TO APPLY:

If you are confident that you match the above-mentioned criteria, please send
your C.V within 7 days to the following email address mentioning the position in
the subject line to: operations@mactz.co.tz

216327101
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SOS launches mission to rescue
Arusha youths from drug abuse

By Marc Nkwam, Arusha

As Tanzania joins the rest of
the world in marking the United
Nations International Day against
drug abuse and illegal trafficking,
the SOS Children’s Villages is
launching a mission to rescue
Arusha youths from narcotic
addiction, usage.

The United Nations
International Day against drug
abuse and illegal trafficking will be
observed on Saturday, the 26th of
June 2021, with Tanzania marking
the occasion in Dodoma.

The SOS Family Strengthening
Programme Officer, Kaiza Sakafu
pointed out here that, drug abuse
was becoming a big problem
among young people in Arusha
City and the center has seen the
need to nip it right from the bud
before it became too late.

“It is going to be a special
project for Arusha  which
should be launched soon after
the relevant procedures are
completed,” said Sakafu adding
that Tanzania, like other nations,
is banking heavily on the youth
for the country’s development
and future existence.

He was speaking during the
occasion to mark the SOS Day
here, held at the Ngaramtoni
based center, where various
activities,  including  sports,
quizzes, tree planting and awards
giving sessions took place.

The Assistant Commissioner
of Social Welfare in Arusha,
Simon Panga who graced the
event, admitted that, while the
number of orphaned children and
homeless youth was increasing in
Arusha, cases of drug abuse were
also on the rise.

“Children are inhaling glue
and gasoline, while the youth
are slowly but surely indulging
themselves in  narcotics, it
is a serious problem which
requires combined efforts of the
government,  non-government
organizations, civil societies and
members of the community, in
order to be solved,” stated Panga.

The Assistant Commissioner of
Social Welfare lauded SOS efforts
in restoring lives and hopes in
local communities and appealed
to other children and youth

centers to emulate its approach in
working to reunite the youngsters
with their lost families.

“At the end of the day, if parents,
relatives or other members of the
children’s families are alive, then
it is important for the homeless
children to be reunited with
them,” pointed out Panga.

Named from the internationally
recognized standard distress
signal, ‘Save Our Souls,” the SOS
Children’s Villages started their
humanitarian services in Arusha
at the turn of the new millennium
in 2000 and more than 20 years
later, the fundamental part of
their mission consists of a family
strengthening programme.

Debuting in Zanzibar, SOS
operations have so far covered
the Isles, Arusha, Mwanza, Iringa
and Dar-es-salaam. Globally it has
presence in 137 countries.

Based at Ngaramtoni area, the
SOS Arusha also runs a social
centre working to alleviate
hardship in the local communities
through provision of various
services, such as a day-care centre,
where children receive pre-school
education and three meals a day.

Poor families are also assisted
to send their children to school by
having their school fees paid by
SOS which in addition, provides
school uniforms. The center
also provides basic education
for children that never had the
chance to attend school.

Other community assistance

programmes executed in
conjunction with partner
organisations are vocational
training courses and micro-

credits to help people start up
their own business ventures.
Setting up income-generating
projects in the communities and
training in a range of subjects such
as child health and development,
nutrition, hygiene and child rights.
The SOS also runs a medical
centre which provides basic health
care to the local community,
offering voluntary testing and
counseling for HIV/AIDS, as well as
free treatment and drugs to those
affected. Maternal health services
are also provided at the medical
centre, including gynaecological
examinations, counseling and
vaccination programmes.

Special Seats legislator Najma Murtaza Giga (L) has a word with officials of the Tanzania Federation of Disabled People’s Organisations at
National Assembly grounds in Dodoma city yesterday.

RC orders court action against 35
groups defaulting on council loans

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

MORE than 460m/- which
Mbeya District council provided
as loans to entrepreneurial
groups have not been repaid for
more than three years due to what
is cited as sheer arrogance by the
groups.

In the circumstances, Mbeya
Regional Commissioner, Juma
Homera has instructed the
council to take the 35 defaulting
groups to court, adding that
wisdom should prevail in regard
to vulnerable groups - those of
people with disabilities.

Speaking at the Special Council
meeting that discussed queries
raised by the Controller and
Auditor General (CAG) in the
audit reports of the 20119/2020
financial year, the District
Community Development Officer
Zena Kapama said the groups have
been dillydallying in repaying the
loans.

She said the most defaulting
groups were those of the youth
and people with disabilities,
saying the latter groups have been
claiming that they were unable
to repay the groups due to their
disabilities.

“Last year, many groups that
received loans believed that the
money was for free due to the
general elections, the reason that
was incorrect,” Zena said.

She said they have taken
various steps to ensure the
groups repay the money
including referring them to
village governments and ward
committees to force them to pay
but all that was in vain.

After this explanation,
RC Homera instructed the
Community Development
Department to demand the

money nonetheless, including

taking them to court.
He called upon  the
community development

officer to list all defaulting
groups and submit the same to
the District Police OCD to begin
legal proceeding while calling
to the PCCB to work together
with the police to interrogate
the group’s officials.

“I give you up to September
10 this year to ensure all these
people repay the money loaned
to them, it is a large sum of money,
and if you will fail to implement
this directive you will be placed in
custody,” said the RC.

Tanzanians urged to reject
unsafe customs, including
children’s marriage, FGM
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Tanzania
National
Business
Council
executive
secretary Dr
Godwill Wanga
addresses
journalists in
Dar es Salaam
yesterday on
the council’s
12th meeting
scheduled to
be held in the
city tomorrow,
chaired by
President
Samia Suluhu
Hassan.

wemeenmeriencer - LHRC condemns operation by TAWA
blamed for death of Kaliua girl aged 4

THE Legal and Human Rights
Centre (LHRC) has condemned
the recent operation conducted
by Tanzania Wildlife Management
Authority (TAWA) wardens in
collaboration with police officers
in Kaliua District in Tabora Region
leading to the death of a four-year-
old girl.

The girl identified as Nyanzobhe
Mwandu (4) was found dead in
a house guttered into fire after
Kaliua District Commissioner
ordered police Igagala no 5 and
wardens from TAWA to evacuate
residents using force including
demolishing their settlements.

Addressing reporters in Dar
es Salaam on Monday, LHRC
executive director Anna Henga

said the incident happened on
June 16, this year.

She said during the day, the
Kaliua District Commissioner
ordered the wardens to demolish
villagers’ shelters where over
30 houses and other properties
were destroyed by fires and a girl
remained inside.

Henga claimed that despite the
fact the district Administrative
Officer (DAS) was informed, he did
not take any action adding that
allegedly the DC again ordered
the exercise to continue in other
villages.

“Section 24(1) of the Constitution

of the United Republic of
Tanzania states that every person
is entitled to own property, and
has a right to the protection of his
property held in accordance with
the law. Therefore DC violated
the constitution by ordering
the destruction of people’s
properties,” she said.

Furthermore, section 14 of the
constitution states that every
person has the right to live and
to the protection of his life by the
society in accordance with the
law.

According to her, the directives
made by the DC have destroyed

the life of an innocent girl,
something which is against
human rights.

She called on Minister Ummy
Mwalimu from the President’s
Office Regional Administration
& Local Government (PO-RALG)
and Dr Damas Ndumbaro from
the Ministry of Tourism and
Natural Resources to pay a visit to
the place and have a meeting with
residents.

Henga further urged regional
authorities to ensure that all
villages that border the animal
reserves are clearly identified to
avoid unnecessary conflicts.

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

TANZANIANS have been urged
to increase fight and refrain from
harmful traditional practices
including child marriages, female
genital mutilation (FGM) and
related acts as they fuel spread of
HIV/Aids.

Chairman of the Parliamentary
Committee on HIV/Aids Fatuma
Toufig made the call here this
week during the workshop that
brought together community,
religious and political leaders
to discuss and come up with
strategies to fight the challenge.

Toufiq said that several reports
have highlighted that harmful
traditional practices are affecting
development but also fueling the
spread of HIV/AIDS so this should
be fought with all efforts.

Organised by the Tanzania
Commission for AIDS (TACAIDS)
with funds from Global Fund and
UN Women, the workshop meant
to discuss and strengthen the
capacity of the leaders in issues
relating to harm practices and
barriers, which affect women’s
ability to protect themselves
against new HIV infection, access
to HIV testing, treatment and care.

“We should all together join
efforts and speed up the fight
against violence and harmful
traditional practices that affect
our people, the majority of
women and girls are the victims
of this challenge,” the lawmaker
said.

Earlier, TACAIDS director of
information department Jumanne
Isangu said that the spread of HIV/
Aids mostly affects women and
girls due to harmful traditional

practices thus calling on the
leaders to put strong strategies to
fight the vice.

Isangu said that as per
assessment conducted last year,
harmful traditional practices
remain as a huge setback in the
fight against HIV/Aids in some
areas in the country.

He noted that the assessment
found that women and girls in
some areas in the country were
still slaves of forced marriages,
widow inheritance and FGM,
a situation which affects their
health and development.

UN-Women AIDS programme
coordinator  Jacob = Kayombo
said that the participants will
participate in preparing strategies
which will help eradicate harmful
traditional practices in the
country.

He said that UN Women in
collaborationwiththegovernment
and other stakeholders will
continue investing more efforts
to support the fight against the
harmful practices in the areas
and thus achieve the goal aimed
at ending AIDS as a public health
threat by 2030.

“Harmful practices such as
early marriages, FGM, widow
inheritance and others are high in
some areas such as Lake Zone, this
needs immediate efforts to fight
the challenge, so we will deploy
more experts here,” he said.

“We should all together join
efforts and speed up the fight
against violence and harm-
ful traditional practices that
affect our people, the majority
of women and girls are the
victims of this challenge”



Friday 25 June 2021

NATIONAL.NEWS

wwwwwwwwwwwwww

‘Govt will not tolerate heads of dept
found to deny public servants rights’

By Guardian Reporter

THE Minister of State in
the President’s Office (Public
Service Management and
Good Governance) Mohamed
Mchengerwa has said the
government will not tolerate
any head of a department in a
public institution who will be the
reason for any public servant to
be denied of his rightful benefits
and for a citizen to be deprived of
better service.

The remarks were expressed
here on Tuesday by the minister
when opening the annual task
force meeting for the heads of
government human resources
departments in the public service
sector.

He called upon departmental
heads to fully perform their duties
in accordance with president

Samia Suluhu’s directives that
called for public institutions to
treat their subordinates justly
and provide better service to the
people.

He called upon them to find
solutions to public servants’ and
citizens’ various grievances at
their work places and warned
that during his visits he will not
tolerate seeing long queues of
people without basic reasons at
government offices waiting to be
served.

To make sure his directives
are adhered to, Mchengerwa has
established an electronic system
dubbed “SEMA NA WAZIRI
WA UTUMISHI” (Speak to the
Public Service Minister) soon to
be launched that will provide
opportunities to public servants
and citizens to submit their
complaints.

“Through this system, I will
be able to know complaints
being submitted by citizens
wherever I will be and make
follow ups on how they will
be dealt with by my office,” he
said.

Deputy Minister of State in
the President’s Office (Regional
Administration and Local
Government) Festo Dugange said
President Samia has frequently
been stressing for positive results
regarding the performance of
public servants in their areas of
work.

The two-day task force
meeting is being attended by
Directors of human Resources
Departments from ministries,
independent departments,
agencies, public institutions,
regional secretariats and local
government authorities.

Azania Bank managing director Charles Itembe (R) welcomes Geita regional commissioner Rosemary
Senyamule (L) to dinner the bank hosted earlier this week for members of the business community.

TAMWA establishes centre to
deal with gender-based issues

By Guardian Correspondent, Zanzibar

THE Tanzania Media Women’s
Association (TAMWA-Zanzibar) is
set to establish a special centre that
will create a platform for people
to understand how to deal with
gender-related issues.

Chairperson of the building
committee, Shifaa Said Hassan
unveiled this on Wednesday when
briefing the TAMWA chairperson)
Joyce Shebe who visited the
construction site of the centre in
Tunguu area on the outskirts of the
Zanzibar stone town.

Shifaa said that construction of
the centre started in January this
year and that so far 358,000,000/-
has been spent and 99 percent
of the cost has come from the
association.

However, she said the association
needs 570,297,000/- to accomplish
the project, asking stakeholders
and development partners to chip
in and support the initiative, which
is designed to scale up gender
education in Zanzibar.

TAMWA chairperson
Joyce Shebe stated that the
establishment of a centre will bring
greater productivity for the benefit
of the whole community and the
country at large.

Joyce explained that members of
the association have every reason
to be proud of the establishment
of the centre, noting that for
many years since the formation
of TAMWA there has never been
such a large investment and that
its implementation is undoubtedly
a great force that continues to
be invested and needs to be
developed. She said that in various
parts of Zanzibar and Tanzania
in general people face so many
problems particularly those which
are linked to gender.

“So, 1 believe the proposed
centre will provide a good avenue
for the public and victims of

gender-based violence (GBV) to get
an education,” she said.

According to her, completion
of the project will help to address
GBV-related cases in the Indian
Ocean archipelago.

TAMWA official called on
the community and all key
stakeholders to come forward and
support the initiatives of building
the centre.

In 2018, a total of 942 GBV cases
were reported to the Police Gender
and Children’s Desks in Zanzibar, a
slight decrease from the 1,041 cases
reported in 2017.

Ending Violence against Women
and Children is a critical pillar of
the Zanzibar Joint Programme
that was launched in August 2018
- a development collaboration
between the United Nations and
the Revolutionary Government of
Zanzibar.

Covid-19 behind gas
distribution delays
in Lindi municipality

By Guardian Correspondent, Lindi

By Anaeli Mbise

We are ready to participate
in construction of ongoing
strategic projects - local
contractors tell government

P.0.BOX 236
MNAZIMMOJA-ZANZIBAR

Email: info@mohz.com

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF ZANZIBAR
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, SOCIAL WELFARE,ELDER,
GENDER AND CHILDREN

Tel +255-21-2233454
Fax: +255-24-2231987

Date 24th June,2021

THE outbreak of Covid-19 has been named as the
reason behind delays in a project to distribute gas to
households in Lindi municipality.

Director General of the Tanzania Petroleum
Development Corporation (TPDC) Dr James Matarajio
said this recently during a stakeholder’s symposium
to discuss a project to distribute gas to households in
Lindi municipality.

Dr Matarajio was responding to a question by
Lindi legislator Hamida Mohammed Abdallah who
wanted to know what led to delays in implementation
of a project which was launched by the minister for
energy Dr Medard Kalemani last year.

Dr Matarajio said due to the outbreak of the disease,
a company which was supposed to implement the
project failed to come to the country because the host
country was in quarantine.

“Indeed the project which was launched here at
Mnazimmoja has been delayed due to the outbreak of
the coronavirus,” he said.

The DG called upon the residents in the region to
calm down as resources for implementation of the
project have already arrived.

He said contractors for the project will work
together with TPDC officials in the area to ensure 500
households are reached with services including 200
of Mnazi-Mmoja ward and 300 of Lindi town.

LOCAL contractors in the country have expressed
their readiness to participate in the construction of
the ongoing strategic projects implemented across
the country.

Speaking to The Guardian yesterday, Executive
Director of the Tanzania Building Work Limited,
Mohamed Noray said local contractors have all the
required capacity and skills to execute the projects.

“I have performed a number of construction
activities in different parts of the country which
were approved by the responsible boards,” he said
promising to complete the construction job on time,
if the company is awarded any tender.

Former Chairman of the Association of Contractors
of Tanzania (CATA), Milton Nyerere said that it is high
time the government gives priority tolocal contractors
calling for the foreign companies to share expertize
with local contractors.

“I call on officials with the government to start
considering local contractors in the coming projects,”
added Nyerere.

Some of the strategic construction projects currently
going on at various parts of the country include the
Julius Nyerere Hydropower Project (J]NHPP), Standard
Gauge Railway (SGR), Tanzanite Bridge, Kigongo
Busisi Bridge and a number of water, road, schools
and health centres’ construction projects.

1.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

FOR PARTNERSHIP IN PROVISION OF COVID-19
SUSTAINABLE LABORATORY SERVICES

The Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar through its Ministry of Health,
Social Welfare, Elderly Gender and Children and other relevant institutions,
continues with the efforts to reinforce prevention and control measures
against Covid-19 and other potential outbreaks in the country. It is intended
that part for proceeds of the funds will be used to cover eligible payment
under the contract for the Partnership Provision of Covid-19
Sustainable Laboratory Testing Services for Ministry of Health, Social
Welfare, Elderly Gender and Children, Zanzibar. The main services
earmarked to be provided through this plans include: -

a) Covid-19 testing for departing and arriving International travellers at
Zanzibar Airports using the Real-time Polymerized Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) and/or Antigen Rapid Tests

b) Ensure timely testing and access to results through existing Electronic
Covid-19 Testing platform under the Ministry of Health Social Welfare,
Elderly Gender and Children

c) Provide only testing services and facilitating availability of the results,
while provision of the results and other follow-up and mitigation
measures will be done under the control of the Ministry of Health.

Note: Minimum of two bidders will be considered for provision of the above
mentioned services

2. The services include the main criteria will be required for a COVID-19

testing services in Zanzibar through this system:

a) The Testing Service Provider will be registered for provision of testing
or related services within the existing regulatory institutions in
Tanzania.

b) Provide required services in accordance with the standard medical
protocols as regularly updated by the Zanzibar Covid-19 response
plans.

c) Provide required services in both Islands, Unguja and Pemba

d) Be able to provide required Services using their own equipment’s and
structures.

e) Should allow regular inspection and monitoring of the provided
services through Ministry of Health or other institution assigned by the
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar.

f) Be able to provide Covid-19 testing services using RT-PCR, Rapid
Tests or any other type of test as required by the guidelines

The duration of the consultancy package for the Consultancy services will
be 12 months and subject to the renewal of every 6 month’s period if
necessary.

The Principal Secretary, Ministry of Health, Social Welfare, Elderly, Gender
and Children now invites eligible consultancy firms to indicate their interest
in providing the above-mentioned services. Interested Consultants must
provide information evidencing that they are qualified to perform these
services (company profile, description of similar assignments, experience,
availability of staff with appropriate skills, reference of past assignment of
similar nature, etc.). Consultants may associate to enhance their
qualifications.

Interested Consultants may obtain further information on the assignment at
the address below from 08:00 to 15:30 hours local time, from Monday to
Friday inclusive except on public holidays or E-Mail:
procurementmgt@mohz.go.tz

The deadline for the submission of expressions of interest is 11:30 hours
local time on Monday 05th July, 2021. The Expressions of Interest should
be clearly addressed to The Principal Secretary, Ministry of Health, Social
welfare, Elderly Gender and Children, P.O. Box 236, Zanzibar and marked
‘EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR PARTNERSHIP IN PROVISION OF
COVID 19 SUSTAINABLE LABORATORY SERVICES FOR MINISTRY
OF HEALTH, SOCIAL WELFARE, ELDERLY GENDER AND CHILDREN,
ZANZIBAR.

The address for submission of Expressions of Interests is:

The Secretary,
Ministerial Tender Board,

Ministry of Health, Social Welfare, Elderly, Gender and Children
at the office of Procurement and Disposal Management Unit
P.O Box 236,

ZANZIBAR.

216328601
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BancABC launches deposit
campaign for all customers

By Guardian Correspondent

BancABC, which is part of
Atlas Mara has launched a
special deposit campaign of up
to 14 percent interest upfront, on
structured fixed deposit accounts.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam
yesterday, the bank’s Chief
Operations Officer, Joyce Malai
said they are introducing an
annual interest rate of up to 14
percent for customers who will
open fixed deposit accounts from
today to end of September this
year.

She said customers will be paid
upfront interest instantly while
their principal amounts remain
secure until maturity.

“This is a good offer in the
market so far, we want to

encourage our customers and
even those who do not bank with
us to take advantage of this offer
as it lasts,” she said.

The Chief Operations Officer
added that BancABC was keen in
meeting its customers’ needs and
ensuring that they grow together
with the bank.

She said: “We are giving
an upfront interest to enable
our customers still run their
businesses and daily activities
without having to wait till the end
of the tenure to earn it.”

Acting Head of Treasury and
global Markets, Luiza Paschal
added: ‘We are also flexible to
accommodate those that would
prefer a quarterly, semiannual or
annual interest payment besides
the upfront. To us a customer

is a king and that's why we
have created this flexibility to
accommodate all our customers
needs’ she added.

She added that should a
customer further wish to borrow
against his or her fixed deposit,
they can do that with us. We
welcome all to customers to come
enjoy this offer while it lasts.

“One just needs to call us on
0779111000 or visit any of our
branches at Uhuru, Quality
Centre, Kariakoo, = Dodoma,
Mwanza and Arusha, open a fixed
account and they will get their
interest paid instantly,” she said.

She said the offer will apply
to customers who open a fixed
deposit account with BancABC
for one year before the 30th of
September this year.

NEWS

Construction of Kitunda Bridge in progress yesterday as part of the implementation of the Dar es Salaam
Rapid Transit Agency (DART) road project.

ANGLOGOLD ASHANTI
GEITA GOLD MINE

RE-ADVERTISED

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST -
PREQUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS FOR

PROVISION OF VARIOUS SERVICES TO BE
PROCURED BY GEITA GOLD MINING LIMITED

(GGML), TANZANIA

I. INTRODUCTION

Scope of work:

Geita Gold Mining Limited (“The Company”) an AngloGold Ashanti’s (“AGA”) asset is located in north
western Tanzania, in the Lake Victoria goldfields of the Geita region, about 5km from Geita town.

The Company is in the process of procuring various Service and is, therefore, inviting interested eligible
service providers to submit Expression of Interest for the provision of the below service.

REFERENCE SERVICE DESCRIPTION

NUMBER

GGME01217 SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF CUMMINS SPARE PARTS
FOR ENGINES QSK19, KTA38 AND QSK45 MODELS.

Il. INFORMATION REQUIRED

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 10%
COMMERCIAL
Company Profile 1.25%
Copy of registration/Incorporation Certificate 1.25%
Copy of Valid Tax Clearance Certificate (TCC) 1.25%
Copy of TIN Certificate of Firm/company and VRN 1.25%
Copy of Current Business Permit/Trade license. 1.25%
Company Shareholding Structure/Share structure of the company o
. . 1.25%

(ownership of shares in percentage (%)
List of Directors 1.25%
Compliance with the Mining (Local Content) Regulations, 2018 by

- o - 1.25%
having Local Content plan - Approved by mining Commission
FINANCIAL POSITION & TERMS OF TRADE 5%
Audited & certified financial statements (2018-2019) 2.5%
At least 2 references from the applicant’s bankers regarding supplier’s
credit position 2.5%
SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 5%
OSHA Compliance Certificate 1.25%
Environment Compliance Certificate 1.25%
Workers Compensation Fund Certificate/ any proof of compliance 1.25%
Safety and Environmental Policies 1.25%
PAST EXPERIENCE 5%
At least 3 names of the applicant’s clients, value and duration of the
contracts entered into with the clients in the past two years (must be
listed) 1.25%
Signed contracts/LPOs (proof of the above) 1.25%
Acceptance certificates/completion certificates (proof of the above)
where applicable 1.25%
Provide at least 3 recommendation letters from different clients 1.25%
TECHNICAL CRITERIA 75%
Ability to carry Cummins parts warranty 20%
Dealership to Cummins as an added advantage 15%
Supply history of Cummins parts in Mining Industry 20%
OEM Maintenance Support to ENGENES QSK19, KTA38 and QSK45 20%
Models
Total 100%

into more than one email.

Interested bidders must submit their expression Letters of Interest ("LOI") by quoting the SERVICE
DESCRIPTION AND REFERENCE NUMBER of the service they intend to express interest on THE
SUBJECT OF THE EMAIL together with supporting information to GGML, which states the full name,
address, telephone and e-mail address of the bidder, name of the principal contact, and signed by an
authorized representative. The LOI must outline a statement of firm capability to provide the relevant
Services, including similar contracts undertaken over the past three years. All LOIs and support
documentation must be received by the GGML Office via e-mail at geita.eoci@anglogoldashanti.com
not later than 0830 A.M 02TH JULY 2021 (the "LOI” Submission Deadline"). EOI submissions should
not exceed 10MB per email. In case the size of the email exceeds 10MB, please split the submissions =

=END OF ADVERTISEMENT=

21632870

Over 200 women entrepreneurs
from all regions in Tanzania get
training on ways to work better

By Getrude Mbago

THE Equal Opportunities for All
Trust Fund (EOTF) has brought
together more than 200 women
entrepreneurs from all regions in
Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar
to capacitate them with essential
skills that will help improve their
businesses.

Officiating  the  three-day
workshop in Dar es Salaam
yesterday, Permanent secretary
in the Ministry of Trade and
Industries Doto James said that

educating and empowering
women to engage in various
economic activities including

trade, will contribute immensely
to the growth of the country’s
economy.

He noted that women’s
engagement in economic
activities has raised in recent years
something which contributes
immensely in the country’s
economic development.

“Through their active
participation in trade and
business, entrepreneurship and
agriculture activities, the country
has also witnessed growth in
various sectors, so we need
to continue investing heavily

in this group for sustainable
development,” he said.

According to Doto, the
government has for years been
taking a number of strides to
empower women economically,

through  implementation  of
various initiatives to address
issues that thwart women’s
growth.

The PS further called on the
general community to fight

against all forms of violence and
exploitation against women so as
to enable them to remain strong;
engage in economic activities for
the country’s development.

“If we will not put much
emphasis in eradicating violence,
some women will not be able to
achieve their economic dreams,
so the society has to be aware
of the impacts of violence and
thus be able to support women’s
economic struggles in their
localities,” he said.

Doto commended EOTF for
organizing the workshop as this
will enable them participate fully
in the country’s development
but also become economically
independent and produce more
job opportunities for others.

Anna Mkapa, EOTF founder and

Chairman said that the workshop
will among others educate the
women on how to improve and
brand their products so as to
win national and international
markets.

“Once you empower women,
you help the community to
alleviate poverty, improve
livelihoods and is the most
effective strategy to ensure the
well-being and health of children
as well as the long-term success
of developing economies,” she
noted.

She commended various
institutions which have supported
the workshop as CRDB bank, the
National Social Security Fund
(NSSF), Public Service Social
Security Fund (PSSSF), Tanzania
Trade Development Authority
(Tantrade), Tanzania  Youth
Alliance (Tayoa), the National
Service (JKT), Kioo Limited and A
to Z company.

The EOTF is an organisation that
focuses on the advancement and
betterment of the lives of the poor,
with a particular focus on women
and children. The organisation
has three main pillars - women’s
economic empowerment,
education and health care.

Experts recommend new approaches
towards reduction of malaria deaths

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Ifakara Health Institute
(IHI) has recommended to
malaria researchers in tropical
countries to start thinking of novel
approaches towards reduction to
zero malaria cases and deaths.

Speaking to this paper, a
Researcher at IHI, Dr Brian
Tarimo said the move will save
nearly $ 3.0 billion spent annually
in efforts to control and eliminate
the disease.

He was concerned that some of
the current interventions such as
the use of bed nets have started
to lose efficacy, hence the need to
replace them.

He said the 2020 World Malaria
report indicates that there were
almost 229 million cases of malaria
in 2019, with around 94 percent
of them occurring in Africa. Out
of the mentioned cases, 409,000
cases resulted in deaths with most
of them being children under the
age of 5 years.

“Hybrid mosquitoes are
efficient because there is near 100
percent guarantee that they will
have the genetic modification for
suppressing/altering the target
population which means 100
percent efficacy,” he said.

He said hybrid mosquitoes are
long-lasting because the genetic
modification will exist from
generation to generation as long
as they are reproducing in the
target population.

He added that hybrid
mosquitoes are easily accessible
because they can easily spread
from one location to another and
do not require any infrastructure
to be in place.

Hesaid hybrid mosquitoes could
reach areas that are currently
served by limited infrastructure
and current interventions
require adequate infrastructure
such as warehouses for storing
bed nets, roads and vehicles for
transporting  treatments  and
control tools.

Recent reports from the World
Health  Organisation (WHO),
African Union and the Lancet
Commission advocate for a
cautious, stepwise approach in
research and development of
hybrid mosquitoes.

He described that there has
never been a technology that
is 100 percent free of any risks.
However, if the potential benefits
of the technology significantly
outweigh its potential risks, then
by all means it should be adopted.

“The World should not pass
up the potential opportunity
to reduce cases and deaths
from malaria, especially among
children below the age of 5 years,”
he said.

The researcher reiterated
that the decision on whether
or not to proceed with the new
technology should be solely based
on scientific results.

“Hybrid mosquitoes offer a

novel and uniquely transformative
method of fighting malaria. It is
time to pull behind our scientists,
believe in their work and to stop
the fear mongering,” he added.

About three months ago, the
National Institute of Medical
Research (NIMRI) announced
that it had embarked on a study
aimed at establishing whether
malaria parasites change into
new variants, hence difficulties in
treating the disease.

NIMR Executive Director, Prof
Yunus Mgaya told The Guardian
over a telephone interview that
research will be conducted for
three-and-half years in 19 regions
of Tanzania mainland.

“The hypothesis is that the
plasmodium that causes malaria
may have the ability to mutate,
this study will prove or disprove
this,” he said.

“The outcome will be shared
by stakeholders and whatever
the outcome will lead to new
ways and approaches in the fight
against the disease.” he added.

In the last Malaria Summit,
London 2018, Tanzania
reaffirmed its commitment to
reduce malaria prevalence from
10 percent in 2012 to less than 1
percent in 2020.

The government also promised
to continue providing and
distributing mosquito nets to
achieve universal access by 2020,
and scale up larviciding and
indoor residual spraying.
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Tanga Regional Police Commander Blasius Chatanda listens as Nilkant factory employee Ally Ally airs grievances yesterday in connection with
a strike staged by workers citing meagre salary and harassment by management.

It is illegal to engage children in
tobacco farm work, warns Bashe

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government has forbidden
farmers and companies from
employing children in tobacco
farming activities to avoid
international litigation as it was
the case with Malawi.

The proscription was given
here yesterday by Deputy
Minister for Agriculture, Hussein
Bashe as he was addressing a
tobacco stakeholders meeting
that also launched a team tasked
to develop the tobacco industry.

He said it was a great offence to
use children to work in tobacco
farms.

“I'would not like seeing children
working in tobacco farms else we
could face international litigation
as international law prohibits
children to work in tobacco
farms,” he said.

He stressed that there was
no reason at all to use children,
saying adults can do the job
professionally to develop the
sector.

He explained

that the

government does not like seeing
any problems plaguing the
tobacco industry, the stakeholders
should do the job as they do in
regard to other strategic crops
such as cashew nuts.

In regard to the tree planting
issue, Bashe said there were many
open areas in which farmers can
plant trees to protect tobacco
farming as well as protect the
environment.

“When you engage in tobacco
farming one must have trees
to create an environment for

improving the crop as the
grade of Tanzania tobacco was
plummeting due to lack of trees,”
Bashe said.

“We should plant trees in
abundance to improve the crop’s
environment, we should not turn
back, but make strides forward,”
the deputy minister added.

He said the team he had
launched will work under the
chairmanship of  Nyasebwa
Chimago who will join others to
work for the development of the
tobacco sector.

Govt tasks seed agency
to support production

of edible oil via higher

supply of sunflower

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo,
Dodoma

THE government has tasked the
Agriculture Seed Agency (ASA) to
embark on a strategic project to
produce enough sunflower seeds
to be distributed to farmers at
affordable prices.

Agriculture Minister, Prof Adolf
Mkenda said the government
is implementing a strategy that
seeks to ensure Tanzania deters
from acute shortage of edible oil
within two years.

To ensure the initiative fetches
fruitful results, the minister said
the government in this financial
year has increased budget
allocation to ASA from 5.52bn/- to
10.58bn/-

“Our focus is to empower
the agency to engage in mass
cultivation of sunflower seeds at
its farms in order to supply them
to farmers,” he said.

Prof Mkenda added that plans
are also to ensure ASA farms are
installed with modern irrigation
schemes as well as other necessary
agricultural infrastructures,
including modern warehouses.

“We want to see ASA making
full utilization of all its 13 farms
scattered at different areas
countrywide, this will curb the
shortage of quality sunflower seed
varieties and other key crops,” he
said adding the ministry is looking
for an extra land for ASAs farm
expansion drive.

The minister expressed
dismay that the government
spends around 500bn/- annually
to import edible oil while the
country has a vast potential to
manufacture sunflower seeds.

“Most farmers fail to engage
into vast production of sunflower

due to unavailability of seeds, a
situation which automatically

frustrate local edible oil
manufacturers,” he added.
National  Coordinator  for

Sunflower form the Tanzania
Agricultural Research Institute
(TARI) Frank Reuben, said that
until last week, the demand
for edible oil in Tanzania was
650,000MT, whereby in a period
from 2018-2020 the demand was
570,000MT.

He expressed that production
of sunflower in the country is
now at 290,000 tonnes compared
to 205,000 tonnes in the past
year. Sunflower contributes to at
least 68.9 percent of all edible oil
produced in Tanzania, whereby
the remaining 301 percent
are coming from other crops,
including palm oil.

ASA Chief Executive Officer, Dr
Sophia Kashenge said within four
years, the agency has managed to
improve its seed production levels
from 557 tonnes in 2016/2017 to at
least 1,750 tonnes in 2019/2020.

The production of improved
seed varieties is projected to
improve from the current 1750 to
3750 tonnes by 2022, she said.

She said the agency anticipates
at  improving its  irrigation
infrastructures, a project which
will see installation of modern
irrigation schemes to a tune of
at least 250 acres at its different
farms.

With a mandate to produce
government seeds, ASA plus
its land resources is currently
contributing at least 28 per cent
of all seeds produced in Tanzania.

Statistics shows that demand
for seeds in Tanzania stands at
186,500 tonnes per year, but the
amount that is being produced is
71,000 tonnes only.

Govt plans to increase production
of tea to 60 million tonnes by 2025

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE government has said it
intends to increase tea production
from the current 37 million
tonnes to 60 million by the year
2025 through reviving abandoned
farms and establishing new ones.

Minister for agriculture Prof
Adolf Mkenda made the remarks
yesterday when launching a
programme to improve the
value chain for crops like tea,
coffee, vegetables and fruits in a
programme called Agri-connect
which will be implemented in six
regions of southern highlands and
Zanzibar.

The programme is funded by
the European Union (EU) at a cost
of $100 million (273bn/-) for a
period of four years.

Prof Mkenda said researchers
have found that Tanzania has
vast land which is suitable for
tea plantation compared to all

countries in the East African
region, however production is still
low.

He said the CCM manifesto has
indicated various strategies to
increase production for the crop
to increase revenue.

“I will personally follow up
on the matter to ensure the
programme is implemented. I do
not expect the money to end up in
seminars and meetings but should
be used to achieve the intended
goal,” he said.

He said out of the East
African countries, Kenya is the
leading nation with massive tea
production estimated to be 500
million tonnes.

He said there are tea farms in
Iringa which were abandoned
adding that the government will
revive them and open others to
ensure production is increased.

EU ambassador to Tanzania
Manfredo Fant said apart from

improving the crop’s value chain,
the programme will also build
infrastructure such roads in rural
areas so that farmers can access
markets.

He said the roads will be
improved to tarmac level and
others will be improved to better
status.

He also said that the programme
is aimed at  addressing
malnutrition which has been a
serious problem in the regions.

For her part, the chairman for
the Parliamentary Committee
on Agriculture, Livestock and
Water, Dr Christine Ishengoma
hailed the EU for the support
saying it had multiple benefits to
the country.

The regions that are expected
to benefit from the programme
include Mbeya, Iringa, Njombe,
Ruvuma, Songwe where more
than 220,000 farmers are
expected to be reached.

Villages across Tabora, Katavi
to get electricity within 4 years

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

MINISTRY of Energy says it will
accomplish all power projects in
the Tabora and Katavi regions by
2025 as part of the government’s
targets of connecting all villages in
the country to electricity.

The ministry made the
pledge in the National Assembly
yesterday following a question
asked by Taska Mbodo, Member
of Parliament for Special Seats
CCM who questioned when
the ministry will accomplish
construction of the power main
grid from Tabora region to Katavi
region.

In his answer, Deputy Minister
for Energy Stephen Byabato
told the National Assembly
that the government is going
on with implementation of the
construction project for the
power main grid of 132 kilovolts
with a length of 381 km from
Tabora to Katavi.

According to him, the project

involves the construction of
three 132/33 kilowatt power
stations in Ipole, Inyonga and
Mpanda.

Construction of the project
is expected to be completed by
August, 2023. The cost of the
project is set at 64.5billion/-;

“The construction of another
400 kilowatt power transmission
line from Iringa to Mbeya through
Sumbawanga, Mpanda to Kigoma
region with a length of 1,232 km,
is expected to start in November,
2022 and will be completed in
October, 2024. The cost of the
project stands at 470.42billion/-,”
said Byabato.

The minister asserted that the
government is working day and
night to make sure that the whole
country is connected to electricity
not only for domestic use but

also encouraging investors who
wish to come to the country by
generating enough power for
industries.

According to
him, the project
involves the
construction of
three 132/33
kilowatt power
stations in
Ipole, Inyonga
and Mpanda
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mechanisms are in place.

2. Scope of Work
The scope of the work includes:

on S/E trends.
o NR governance
o KAP

o S/E impacts
o Well-being

3. Application Procedure:
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for a living planet”

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - RFP

Consultancy for a Socio-economic Study, Analysis and Capacity Training for Five Wildlife
Management Areas (WMAs) within Ruvuma Landscape, Southern Tanzania.

WWEF Tanzania Country Office wishes to engage the services of an expert in socio-economic work with the specific
objective to undertake, analyze and publish a socio-economic report as follow up to a baseline report on the
Socioeconomic status of WMA member's villages in our target area.

The goal of this consultancy will allow WWF to assess level of progress from previous 2019 similar baseline
surveyed, and track trends and changes over time, using a bespoke, simple S/E monitoring tool and associated

The scientifically robust publication will measure the current socioeconomic level of the community and, within this,
the extent and value to which community members benefit from WMAs. It will analyze correlations and capture the
profile of different categories of society by considering their knowledge, power, gender, and perception of access and
rights to benefit from the WMA. The work will link to the social management framework and ensure that grievance

Collect using robust proven methods the social indicators using an existing WWF ODK toolkit.
Analyze and report (stratify and group by different groupings) to deliver scientifically robust publication and report

+ Impact of the SECAD project in NR management within target / control villages on:

+ Review and ensure a suitable grievance mechanism for social management framework is in place.
+ Undertake a training workshop for the methodology and frameworks

The FULL TOR is accessible on WWF website https://tanzania.panda.org/news/
Please send a 1-page application letter outlining your expertise and relevant experience about this consultancy.

Submit a concise 2 - 4-page technical proposal highlighting the proposed approach, methodologies, brief work
schedule, team composition, and timings of the process.

A brief financial proposal, clearly specifying the time, professional fees, and proposed implementation costs.

A2 -3 pages CV of lead should also be attached.

Interested applicants are requested to submit their electronic full proposals (both technical and financial) through
procurement email i.e. procurement@wwftz.org addressed to:

Secretary,

P. 0. Box 63117

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Email: procurement@wwftz.org
Website: http://www.panda.org

Procurement Committee, WWF Tanzania Country Offices
Kiko Street, Plot 252 Mikocheni — Off Mwai Kibaki Road

All applications should reach us by or before 1000hrs Tanzania local time Thursday, 3rd July 2021
e

216328401




Friday 25 June 2021

EDITORIALS.OPINION

Gliard

. www.ippmedia.com

FRIDAY 25 JUNE 2021

Taking A New Look

At The News
ESTABLISHED IN 1995

Nation holds its breath in hailing
Dr Kaunda, Mwalimu’s alter ego

FRICAN countries,

especially the southern

Africa  circuit, are

ollectively and

individually immersed in the
mourning Dr Kenneth Kaunda.

This the founder president of
Zambia and one of the foremost
regional allies - not to say personal
friends - of Mwalimu JK Nyerere.

In many regards Dr Kaunda was
an alter ego to the Father of the
Nation, an illustration of the same
spirit and public or leadership
outlook, but with clear variations,
not disparities, arising from their
different political conditions and
strategic positions.

Dr Kaunda is a father figure to
the vast majority of the current
adult generation, all but our more
venerable elders.

Making a rapid account of the
life and work of the deceased
Zambian statesman, one elderly
observer of the political scene
contributing to  international
media broadcasts in our language
recalled that Mwalimu’s acceptance
of multiparty democracy was in a
way courtesy of President Kaunda’s
influence.

Mwalimu was visiting Zambia in
one of his many post-retirement
missions and had frank talks with
the Zambian president, then still in
office, and they agreed on the need
for multiparty democracy.

It can be gauged that this would
assist ANC President Nelson
Mandela in his often difficult
negotiations with post-apartheid
authorities, to organise the first
properly democratic polls there.

Up to that point Dr Kaunda and
Nyerere had passed through smoke
and fog in seeking to bring light to
the difficult post-independence
condition in Affrica, first with racial
despotisms in Southern Africa, and
aflurry of coups and bestial conduct
of rulers in various countries.

To this end, Mwalimu and
Nyerere first pacted on the
Nigerian-Biafran conflict, where
they rejected the principle of non-
interference in each other’s affairs,

to insist on principles of humanism
as necessary for peace and unity in
Affica.

They were roundly howled, but
divinity listened; despite grave
tensions up to 1992 and beyond,
Zambia is peaceful.

Mwalimu and Kaunda were
most noticed as bosom friends
during the half a decade or so of
Frontline State meetings, from 1975
to 1980 when Zimbabwe became
independent.

Mozambique had only rapid
talks before reaching an accord
after a coup in Portugal removed
the 40-year-old fascist dictatorship,
and diplomacy had little role in the
transition.

However, the Nyerere-Kaunda
alliance was pivotal in moral
encouragement and clear strategic
support for Frelimo, the liberation
party in Mozambique.

It was Zimbabwe that was
accessible to plenty of diplomacy,
where Mwalimu by and large gave
the key signals with President
Kaunda at his side. The point of
difference between Nyerere and
Kaunda, as emphasized by some
commentators, was that Nyerere
peacefully retired, while Kaunda
accepted multiparty democracy.

The latter, underestimating
opposition influence and potential
impact of longevity, thrust himself
into the polls. The rest is history,
but Kaunda remained the most
principled leader Zambia has
had across post-independence
generations. Those who poured
scorn on the elder statesman had
their own round of disapproval
after that period.

It is also useful to remember
the touchline of the personal
philosophy of the pastor’s son
who rose to become Zambia’s
national independence leader -
that he avidly cherished the term
‘humanism’. We have ingratiated
ourselves with revolution for rather
toolong, if with fewer consequences
than elsewhere in Africa. Reason
enough to emulate Dr Kaunda by
becoming humanists.

Parastatals: Key problem not
profitability but productivity

NTERMITTENT reviews of
the working of parastatal
organisation structures
continue, with substantial
reorganisation being considered
by their legal owner, the Treasury.

It is unlikely to be an easy or
straightforward exercise for it is
like evaluating one’s son in school,
where it isn't easy or helpful to
hold the child responsible for his
or her school performance.

When the government evaluates
parastatals, it is faced with a take it
or leave it situation. That is why it
is hard to expect great things from
the recent announcement that the
government is initiating reviews
on the wisdom of reorganising
parastatals so as to make them
operate more profitably.

The Office of the Treasury
Registrar has formed a task force
to assess the performance of
government-owned agencies and
recommend which ones ought to
be left to continue and which one
call for restructuring.

There was a plus in a meeting
in that direction in Arusha early
in the week, with deliberations on
various projects that can operate
independently using alternative
means.

This highlights the government’s
intention of reducing reliance on
direct revenue for development
projects and seeking to engage the
private sector.

The review and reorganisation
of parastatal organisations is in
implementation of a directive by
President Samia Suluhu Hassan
that steps be taken to ensure that
state-owned business entities

operate profitably and pay
dividends instead of draining state
coffers via annual subsidies.

That objective is profound but it
hasyet to acknowledge alternatives
to state ownership, and that is why
reviews may not see much good.

To appreciate the extent of the
problem, the Treasury Registrar
said at the meeting that his office
oversees 237 parastatals, with
at least 31 operating on sound
commercial premise - a mere 12
profitably and paying dividend to
the government and 19 running

basically at a loss.
What's worse is that the
chronically  loss-making ones

were by and large defiant, with the
Registrar saying that he regularly
hears complaints from parastatals
that the private sector outperforms
them owing to “government
bureaucracy”.

Given that this exchange of
views is being conducted within
the public sector, it is not easy to
expect realism on the issues, so the
government has to think hard.

It is said that if a herder is in the
bush tending sheep and a wolf
emerges, if the flock is his property
he will confront the wolf. However,
ifhe is a mere employee he will run
away and the wolf will scatter the
sheep.

That is pretty much things
sometimes go under private
ownership relative to the public
service scenario.

So the issue here is: even if the
government may obtain dividends
from time to time, how much
tax revenue does it ‘skip’ given its
inability to tax itself?
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By Boris Egorov

OST allies of the

Third Reich had

no reason to join

the war against the
Soviet Union.

The Italians: Fascist Italy, the
mainally of Nazi Germany in World
War II, was largely responsible for
the Mediterranean theater of war.
Benito Mussolini, however, also
wanted Hitler to give his soldiers a
chance to prove themselves in the
“Crusade against Bolshevism”.

A 62,000-strong Expeditionary
Corps was dispatched to the
Eastern Front. It served as the
basis of the 8th Italian army,
numbering about 235,000 men,
that would be formed in the
summer of 1942.

The Germans, however, were
not very impressed by the
Italian units’ combat readiness.
The Italians proved completely
unprepared for warfare: they
lacked sufficient road vehicles,
heavy weapons, ammunition and
provisions.

You can read elsewhere about
how the Italians fought in the
Soviet Union up to their defeat on
the River Don at the end of 1942,
as well as about their relations
with the local populations and
discover which units of the Italian
armed forces still managed to
earn the respect of their German
allies.

The Romanians: In 1918,
Romania, taking advantage of the
chaos of the Russian Civil War,
annexed Bessarabia, which had
been part of the Russian Empire
since 1812. Moscow never forgot
this loss and, in 1940, after putting
pressure on Bucharest with
Berlin’s tacit agreement, regained
control over Bessarabia.

At the same time, under German
auspices, extensive Romanian
territories went to Hungary and
Bulgaria, which had claims to
them.

On losing up to 40 per cent
of its territory, Greater Romania
ceased being “Greater” overnight.
The Third Reich, having played a
key role in this, immediately lured
the weakened and traumatised
country - which, until then, had
been orientated towards the
Western allies - to its camp.

For their participation in the
then upcoming war against
the USSR, the Romanians were
promised not only the return of
the lost region of Bessarabia (as
well as Northern Bukovina, which
had been ceded to the Soviet
Union), but also the annexation
of a significant part of Soviet
Ukraine.

The Hungarians: The main
motive which prompted the
Hungarians to join the German
campaign in the east was a desire
not to lose what they already had
- namely, Northern Transylvania -
rather than acquire new territory.

Who fought alongside Hitler against
the USSR in World War II and why?

This large region with a mixed
Romanian-Hungarian population
had been part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire until the end
of World War 1.

Annexed to Romania in 1918, it
was assigned by the Germans to
Hungary in the Second Vienna
Award on August 30, 1940.

When Romanian  armies
invaded the USSR alongside the
Wehrmacht (the unified armed
forces of Nazi Germany from
1935 to 1945), the ruling circles
in Budapest became seriously
concerned that, if Hungary stayed
out of the conflict, Hitler might
reconsider the fate of Northern
Transylvania in favour of the
Romanians, who were supporting
him.

The Finns: Finland viewed
its participation in the German
campaign against the Soviet Union
as a continuation of the 1939-1940
Winter War, which had resulted
in the country losing part of its
territory - including the northern
part of the Karelian Isthmus.

The Finnish forces, however,
did not confine themselves to
retaking the lost territories. They
occupied a significant part of
Soviet Karelia and also blockaded
Leningrad from the north.

Overall, the  Soviet-Finish
sector of the Eastern Front was
the quietest throughout the war.
There was even a joke doing the
rounds in the Red Army about the
Soviet troops who were opposing
the Finns: “Only three armies in
the world don’t fight - the Swedish
army, the Turkish army and the
23rd Soviet Army.”

Finland did not share the same
fate of Hitler’s other allies, such
as Romania, Hungary or Bulgaria.
A pro-Soviet regime was never
installed there.

The Swedes: During World War
I, Sweden had to partly abandon
its policy of neutrality, both under
pressure from Germany and quite
voluntarily following the Soviet
Union’s attack on Finland in
November 1939.

Having proclaimed itself a
“non-belligerent” state, Sweden
began to actively supply the Finns
with weapons and ammunition
and facilitated the dispatch
of a Swedish Volunteer Corps
numbering over 8,000 men to
fight the Red Army.

The Swedes, however, were
much less willing to support
the Continuation War, which
Finland had launched against
the Soviet Union, because it was
no longer a fight for survival and
independence. Still, Swedish
volunteer units were dispatched
to the Eastern Front again.

The Croatians: When, in April
1941, the so-called Independent

State of Croatia was established
on the ruins of the defeated
Kingdom of Yugoslavia, Croatian
society split in two.

Some people joined the
resistance movement that was
rapidly gaining momentum in the
Balkans while others - namely,
supporters of Ante Paveli,
the leader of the Nazi UstaSe
organisation, were happy to
shadow the policies of the Third
Reich.

Hitler did not initially intend to
involve Croatianunitsin Operation
Barbarossa, but eventually agreed
to Paveli s request to give them a
chance to join the struggle “of all
freedom-loving nations against
communism”.

The 369th Croatian Reinforced
Infantry Regiment, numbering up
to 4,000 men, left for the Eastern
Front alongside the Croatian
air force and naval legions. The
Croatian regiment was the only
foreign unit given a direct role
by the Germans in the assault on
Stalingrad.

The Spaniards: Germany’s
attack on the Soviet Union
on June 22, 1941 touched off
unprecedented excitement in
Spain. On the same day, Foreign
Affairs Minister Ramon Serrano
Sufier informed the German
ambassador in Madrid that his
country welcomed what had
happened and was ready to
help the Third Reich by sending
volunteers.

However, the motives of those
who wanted to set off for the
Eastern Front varied. Some
wanted to settle old scores
with the Russians for their
interference in the Spanish Civil
War, while others genuinely hated
communism.

There were also those who saw
it as a means of “atonement” for
their Republican past and some,
having secretly remained loyal
to the defeated Republic, even
hoped to flee to the Red Army side
on arrival in the war zone.

A total of 50,000-70,000
Spaniards served as members of
the 250th Infantry Division, also
known as the Spanish Volunteer
Division or simply the ‘Blue
Division’, throughout the period
of its involvement in the war
against the USSR.

In addition, a “Blue Squadron”
operated in the skies over the
Soviet Union and was credited
with downing more than 150
Soviet aircraft.

The Slovaks: In the spring
of 1939, Nazi Germany dealt
the final blow to a weakened
Czechoslovakia after the latter was
abandoned by Western powers
and encouraged the declaration of
an “independent” Slovak republic.

It was the Slovaks’ first state in
their entire history.

The trouble was that not all
Slovaks were happy with the fact
that their homeland had been
turned into a totalitarian satellite
state of the Third Reich.

The Slovaks had no reason to
fight against the Soviet Union -
and the Germans did not plan to
involve them, merely regarding
Slovakia as a transit zone.

Nevertheless, the government of
President Jozef Tiso volunteered
to fight side by side with the Nazis
on the Eastern Front.

“In full solidarity with the
Greater Germanic Reich, the
Slovak people are taking their
place in the defence of European
culture,” Slovak Interior minister
Alexander Mach stated.

Slovak politician and Catholic
priest Jozef GaSpar Tiso was
president of the Slovak Republic,
a client state of Nazi Germany
during World War II - from 1939
to 1945. In 1947, after the war,
he was executed for war crimes
and crimes against humanity in
Bratislava.

The reality differed sharply
from the propaganda slogans.
The Slovaks proved to be the most
unreliable of Germany’s allies on
the Eastern Front.

They went over to the side of the
Red Army and Soviet partisans en
masse in order to fight against the
Wehrmacht.

The French: “This war is our
war and we shall see it through
to the end, to victory,” is how
Jacques Doriot, the leader of the
fascist French Popular Party,
commented upon the German
invasion of the Soviet Union in the
summer of 1941.

Various collaborationist
organisations operating on the
territory of occupied France and
the puppet Vichy regime were
indeed the main driving force
behind sending French troops to
the Eastern Front.

French society as a whole,
however, supported neither
collaboration with the enemy nor
the war against the USSR. In the
whole period of the existence of
the Legion of French Volunteers
Against Bolshevism, no more than
7,000 people signed up.

German and Vichy propaganda
ceaselessly repeated that the
legion’s soldiers were the heirs
of Napoleon’s “Grande Armée”,
‘called upon to restore the honour
and glory of their ancestors’.

. A Russia  Beyond
dispatch emailed to The
Guardian by the Dar es Salaam-
based Russian-Tanzanian
Cultural Centre for publication.
hyperlink to the original
material.
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'Covid-19 pandemic supports digital transformation but at huge cost’

By Teemu Henriksson

just-released yearly report about news audi-
ences’ consumption patterns and attitudes
shows that even though the demand for
trusted and reliable information grew dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, the news industry faces

significant business challenges.

This is the tenth edition of the Reuters Institute Digi-
tal News Report, an annual treasure trove of data and
insight for anyone interested in the news industry’s

business and audience trends.

We highlight a few major themes that emerge from
the wide-ranging report: read on for a summary of its
main findings on trust, business models, digital sub-
scription trends, news consumption on social media,

and the news habits of the young.

Trust in news up almost everywhere

Reversing the downward trend of previous years,
trust in news is growing: 44 per cent of survey re-
spondents said that they trust most news most of the
time - an increase of six percentage points from last

year.

Additionally, 50 per cent said that they trust the
news they consume themselves, up by four points. But
the figures vary greatly between the surveyed mar-
kets, with Finland having the highest levels of overall
trust in news (65 per cent), and the US the lowest (29

per cent).

On the other hand, the relatively low levels of trust
in news from search engines and social media contin-
ues, meaning that the trust gap between news in gen-
eral and news found on social platforms is widening.

Declines in print deep, digital growth slow
Print publications were hit particularly hard by

Trust news
overall

44%b0 (+¢)

Trust news
luse=50%

PROPORTION THAT TRUSTS MOST NEWS MOST OF THE TIME
- ALL MARKETS

Q

Trust news in
social media

24%

Trust news
in search = 34%

tional formats.”

breed

ways.

(12 per cent).

The direction of travel is clear, however: many major publish-
ers started paywalls during the pandemic, and publishers are
increasingly turning to different forms of reader revenue - sub-

lishers but it is not clear that they will work for all consumers.
Most people are not interested enough in news, or do not have
sufficient disposable income to prioritise news over other

parts of their life.”

scriptions, membership and donations - to reduce their reli-

Facebook.

Covid-19 almost everywhere, as lockdowns hampered

physical distribution. Some of the steepest declines
were in countries such as Switzerland and Germany,
where circulation levels have traditionally been high.

On the other hand, the German newspaper publish-
ers’ association BDZV reported that print REACH in
the country actually increased by 5 per cent last year,
so perhaps in some markets the story on print reader-
ship declines is not as clear-cut as it may seem.

The switch from print to digital subscriptions con-
tinues, and a handful of wealthy countries with a his-
tory of strong print subscription levels are seeing the
biggest increases in digital subscriptions.

But despite a few positive examples, it still remains
the case that the great majority of news consumers
choose not to pay for any online news: only 17 per cent
of respondents said that they had paid for online news

in the last year.

The number is growing, but slowly: it’s up by 2 per-
centage points from year before, and five since 2016

scription space.

Digital subscriptions: few big brands dominate
The report also surveyed the number of online subscriptions
that news consumers take out, the results showing that a large
portion of digital subscriptions go to a few big national brands
- reinforcing the winner-takes-most dynamic in the digital sub-

ance on advertising, which online mostly goes to Google and

The pattern is fairly consistent across countries. For example,
almost half of US subscribers pay for either the New York Times,
Washington Post or Wall Street Journal.

In Finland, almost half of subscribers pay for just one publica-
tion, Helsingin Sanomat. But in some markets, such as Germany
and Spain, the subscriptions are more evenly split.

For the news consumers who do pay for online news, the
great majority take out just one subscription; the only exception
is the US, where over half of those paying take out subscriptions
to more than one title.

It may be possible that the pattern of multiple subscriptions
will become more widespread, but the report’s message on this
is cautious: “Subscriptions are beginning to work for some pub-

news consumption specifically.

news use.

Snapchat and TikTok.

Consumption patterns diverge across social networks

In terms of devices used to access news, smartphone use is
still growing fast (73 per cent, up from 69 per cent in 2020),
while the use of computers and tablets is stable or falling.

There are big regional differences, however: the EU average
for using smartphone as the main news device is 54 per cent,
but in some countries the figure goes up to 80 per cent.

The survey data also show that different social networks
play very different roles in their users’ lives generally and for

Sixty-six per cent of respondents use a social network or
messaging app for news content, but the mix of networks is
changing: Facebook has become less relevant, while What-
sApp, Instagram, TikTok and Telegram have attracted more

When looking at people’s motivations for using specific so-
cial networks, Twitter stands out as the platform that people
choose for news content. Other networks are mostly used for
other reasons such as entertainment - especially Instagram,

This makes it very hard to engage audiences on these plat- .
forms with news content, the report points out, noting: “Newer

youth-orientated networks rep-
resent a significant challenge for
mainstream media. News is largely
incidental and the expectations
of snappy, visual and entertaining
content do not always come natu-
rally to newsrooms staffed by older
journalists with a focus on tradi-

The young are a different news

Speaking of young people, the
report notes that the younger gen-
erations clearly stand out in terms
of their relationship with news pro-
viders - or, rather, the lack thereof.

For instance, while 25 per cent
of all respondents said that their
main way of accessing news con-
tent is directly on a news publish-
er’s site or app, the figure drops to
18 per cent among the under 35s,
for whom social media and search
engines are more relevant path-

The report also notes that the
under 25s (the so-called Genz)
have “radically different habits”
even when compared with the pre-
ceding generation, the millennials.

In addition to being less likely
to visit websites, and more likely

to use social media as their main
source of news, this group also

tions about news issues.

sirable goal in some cases, for
ample on social justice issues.

pays more attention to social me-
dia influencers who have an im-
portant role in framing conversa-

The same group also views the
ideal of impartial and objective
news differently, thinking that “i
partiality” in the news coverage
may not be an appropriate or de-
ex-

The report concludes that con-
necting with this generation can
be especially hard for publishers,

noting: “Engaging these audiences

rooms that are mostly staffed

completely different ways.”

is proving challenging for news-

by

journalists who consume news in

A dispatch by the World
Association of News Publishers.

What do adversaries and threat actors think as
they dive deep into your organisation’s defences?

JOHANNESBURG

CYBER criminals come in many
different flavours, but the major-
ity of them are in it for one thing:
financial pay-off. They want the
money that comes with offering
their tools or services, selling sto-
len data, extortion like ransom-
ware or plain fraud.

And they all have one thing in
common - your organisation is on
their radar. Which is why, says Anna
Collard, it is critical to understand
how cyber criminals operate, the
tools they use and the approaches
they take to embed robust security
within the organisation.

Collard, a senior content strategy
executive with KnowBe4 Africa,
elaborates: “With ransomware go-
ing rampant and victim organisa-
tions paying up to millions of US
dollars to the extortionists, this
problem is just going to get worse.

“The US government recently
announced that ransomware is a
national cybersecurity challenge
and that there will be serious im-
plications for anyone attacking the
United States or their critical infra-
structure.

“This may lead more criminals
to shift their attention towards the
emerging economies like Africa,
where we do not have the govern-
ment’s support or capacities to
stop and prosecute cyber crimi-
nals, making it a safer place to op-
erate.”

Social engineering or people
hacking is a popular way to distrib-
ute ransomware - predominately
by tricking people into falling for
their phishing scams.

As is now well known, phish-
ing is a type of social engineering
where an attacker sends a fraudu-
lent message designed to trick a
human victim into revealing sensi-
tive information to the attacker or
to deploy malicious software on
the victim’s infrastructure like ran-
somware.

Collard says that another tech-

nique to be aware of is password
spraying, explaining: “This is when
the bad actor selects a common
password, like the organisation’s
name, followed by the year, and
tries it against every user in the or-
ganisation.”

She adds: They scrape names
of employees from LinkedIn and
then, using this information, try
the possible password against the
list of names. Then it keeps on cy-
cling until it hits a winning entry.

“This is a solid case for ensuring
that every single employee uses
proper passwords or a password
manager and multi-factor authen-
tication where possible.

“This level of attack really un-
derscores how important it is to
undertake consistent employee
training and security skills devel-
opment. No matter how secure
your perimeter, no matter how
much money is spent on high-end
security systems, one poor pass-
word can open the doors to the
threat actors.”

Multi-factor authentication and
robust training are not just invalu-
able for employees in the office,
they are even more critical today
as people work from home and
multiple locations - particularly
as employees migrate to coffee
shops for power and Wi-Fi during
load-shedding. Public Wi-Fi is wide
open and home networks with
poor passwords or out of date soft-
ware are open doors.

“It is also really important to
make sure that employees use a
VPN, although that is also not a
guaranteed protection” says Col-
lard.

Meanwhile, a recent report by
the Orange Cyber Defence team ex-
plains: “With home routers being
vulnerable due to people not con-
figuring them correctly or updat-
ing them, it might be worthwhile
sending pre-configured routers
and firewalls to employees’ homes,
especially for those who access
highly confidential information.”

Another challenge for the organ-
isation is keeping up with vulner-
abilities and patch management,
which is a complicated task in big-
ger environments.

“Leading hackers and experts
like Kevin Mitnick are drawing
lines under the importance of
putting people’s understanding of
these threats at the forefront,” says
Collard.

She adds: “Make sure that pass-
words are secure, that they are
not stored in diaries or on open
platforms like Slack or Google
Hangouts, that they understand
how to identify social engineering
attacks and keep security hygiene
at the forefront of all communica-
tion.

“People need to know what is
out there, and that they have the
skills to play an important role in
protecting themselves and the or-
ganisation.”

Today, the threat actors are or-
ganised and well paid. They ben-
efit immensely from their pursuit
of vulnerabilities, simple mistakes
and human error.

It is crucial that organisations sit
on the sharp end of the security
stick with robust monitoring and
detection systems, clear policies,
consistent training and security
boundaries.

This may lead more
criminals to shift their
attention towards the
emerging economies
like Africa, where

we do not have the
government’s support
or capacities to stop
and prosecute cyber
criminals

i)

Tanzania Health Promotion Support

TENDER NO. THPS/IFB112/06/2021 - 2022.

INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR PROVISION OF STAFF MEDICAL INSURANCE.

Tanzania Health Promotion Support (THPS) is an indigenous NGO
established under non-governmental organization act No 24 of
2002 in 2011. THPS works in partnership with the Ministry of
Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children

(MOHCDGEC)
Government (PORALG), The Ministry of Home Affairs

and Local
and

and Regional Administration

Ministry of Health (MoH) in Zanzibar with a goal of ensuring
accessible high-quality health care services to Tanzanians;
through strengthening of health and community systems for
comprehensive quality health services including HIV/AIDS;

Tuberculosis;

prevention of GBV; reproductive, maternal,

neonatal, child, and adolescent health (RMNHCAH) services;
laboratory and health management information systems (HIMS).

Tanzania Health Promotion Support has set aside funds for the
operations of the Organization during Financial Year 2021/2022. It
is intended that part of the proceeds of the funds will be applied
to cover eligible payments under the contracts. Now THPS
intends to identify and enlist reputable and registered suppliers
and service providers to enter in contracts for provision of Staff
Health Insurance.

e

A

w

Tanzania Health Promotion Support (THPS) now invites bids
from eligible vendors to provide Staff Medical Insurance in
password protected pdf documents for the period of
2021/2022.

All bids will be sent to THPS through our email address
tenders@thps.or.tz. The deadline for bids submission will
be on Monday 12th July 2021. not later than 2:00Pm
followed by Public tender opening in the presence of
bidders but through Video conferencing (Zoom Application
software). We will provide meeting credentials (ID &
Password) through THPS website; www.thps.or.tz under
Jobs/Tenders section on the bids opening day. Bids
Submission is through email address and opening ceremony
is through Video Conferencing due to precautions of COVID
- 19 Epidemic. Bids not received timely and not opened in
the public bid opening ceremony, shall not be accepted for
evaluation irrespective of the circumstances. All bidders
must attend the opening ceremony for which every
company representative will be required to provide
password for opening the submitted documents after
introduction through the Zoom chat window.

All quotes must be in Tanzania Shillings and no tender fee
will be charged for this invitation to bid. All tenders must be
submitted in a single pdf document not exceeding 20 MB,
stating clearly the lot number, name of services and address
to.

The Executive Director
Tanzania Health Promotion Support,

3rd Floor, Coco Plaza Building, Plot No. 254,
Toure Drive, Masaki.
P.O. Box 32605, Dar es Salaam. Tanzania

Note that the organization is not bound to accept the lowest,
highest or any tender.

The evaluation of bids will be conducted as per Tanzania
Health Promotion Support (THPS) Procurement Guidelines.

All bidders are advised to send questions/clarifications,
through email address tenders@thps.or.tz. From 29th june
2021 through 6th july 2021, will be an open window for
accepting questions, no questions will be accepted after
the 6th July 2021. Received questions will be responded
together to all bidders who submitted questions.

Tanzania Health Promotion Support (THPS) provides equal
opportunity to all bidders

SPECIFICATIONS

Lot 1. Provision of Medical Insurance.

Tanzania Health Promotion Support desires to use the services
rendered by the Service provider to provide Medical Insurance to
THPS staff located in all regions of Tanzania mainland and
Zanzibar.

Scope of the work:

Service provider should provide available options/categories
of service and indicate price and benefits available in each
category.

The medical insurance cover will include Principle, Spouse
and not more than 4 children

. Expected number of people to be covered is 576 and service

provider should provide quotes per person
Adult (294)
Children (282)

The service Provider should mention the geographic
Area/coverage of their services and indicate list of Hospitals
and pharmacy contracted.
The service provider should show clearly the coverage and
limit of the following.

e Impatient & Day Care treatment

e Out Patient Treatment

e Maternity

e Optometry

e Dental treatment

¢ Rescue and Evacuation

e  Fast tracking services

e Other benefits

216329001
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South Sudan launches first-ever oil and gas licensing round

JUBA

OUTH Sudan’s Ministry of

Petroleum (MoP) officially

launched the country’s first-

ever oil and gas licensing
round in Juba on Wednesday.

Hosted by the ministry and at-
tended by industry executives and
international stakeholders, the event
signifies an historic moment in the
country’s budding oil and gas sector.

The launch precedes the country’s
highly anticipated national energy
conference, South Sudan Oil & Power
(SOS) 2021, organised by Energy, Cap-
ital & Power and taking place here on
Tuesday and Wednesday next week.

Focused on accelerating explo-
ration and production at new and
existing blocks, and promoting the
country as a competitive investment
destination, the inauguration signi-
fied an historic moment in the coun-
try’s competitive oil and gas sector.

With emphasis placed on political
improvements, the improved legal
framework, and the ongoing acquisi-
tion of new data, the launch has reaf-
firmed the country’s commitment to
advancing the sector.

“Oil licensing is a proof of stability
and progress in South Sudan. These
blocks are part of a vision for lasting
peace in the country and we want to
open up the energy sector for invest-
ment. The Ministry of Petroleum has

identified new exploration blocks
with potential hydrocarbons for in-
vestors, operators, and other parties.
We are inviting genuine investors and
as mentioned in our Petroleum Act,
we will try our best to be transpar-
ent,” stated chief guest Petroleum
minister Puot Kuang Chol.

Finance and Planning minister
Athian Ding Athian meanwhile not-
ed: “Tt is high time we helped to max-
imise the natural resources we have,
and I applaud the MoP for what they
are doing.

“The oil industry has had its ups
and downs, but it is about time that
these resources benefited the com-
munity, and everyone got their right-
ful entitlement of the development
that is taking place in South Sudan.”

The newly launched licensing
round is primarily meant to attract
international investors and partners
to help expand South Sudan’s explo-
ration initiatives.

Built against a backdrop of peace
and stability, it also seeks to lure in-
vestors while ensuring sustainable
developments and community ben-
efits.

“Certainly, one can say with con-
fidence that South Sudan is doing
well in maintaining peace and im-
plementing peace agreements. For
the first time we can really promote
investment,” James Wani Igga, Vice
President and VP of the Economic

Cluster - the TGoNU (transitional
government of national unity) said at
the launch.

He added: “The country needs to
rigorously enforce transparency and
good governance. We need account-
ability to improve. 1 am glad that, with
this new licensing round, the whole
country will benefit.

The launch has also meticulously
outlined the licensing process and
schedule, providing insight into new
and available blocks, technical capa-
bilities and data.

By detailing crucial analytical data
and information to assist operators
and investors, it emphasized that
South Sudan is officially open for
business and, accordingly, is welcom-
ing investors to its competitive sector.

Awow Daniel Chuang, under-sec-
retary at the MoP, said: “Most of the
areas being licensed had previously
not been explored properly in terms
of seismic data due to complications
from the war.

“In 2019, we contracted PETRO-
TECH to help with the data. The
absence of data previously made it
difficult to conduct licensing rounds,
however, this licensing round today
allows South Sudan to conduct a
transparent tendering process with
trustworthy data that is available.”

The ministry has promised to use
stringent criteria in its facilitation of
the bid evaluation and investor selec-

tion process. With the offered blocks
falling between longitudes 25 and 36
and between latitudes 4 and 11, and
the size of blocks ranging between
4,000 and 25,000km?, the licensing
round is expected to be highly com-
petitive. The MoP is emphasizing the
role of Nilepet in facilitating growth
across the industry, with minister
Puot Kang Chol saying: “If you look at

the producing blocks today, the per-
centage of Nilepet has gone to 10 per
cent equity. We want investors but we
also want to promote the capacity of
Nilepet as the national oil company.”

The newly launched licensing
round is expected to be expanded
on at the South Sudan Oil & Power
(SSOP) 2021 conference, which MoP
has endorsed.

The ministry will unpack the ex-
ploration of new and existing blocks
as well as explain how it will further
explore already producing areas.

The June 29-30 conference is ex-
pected to drive investment, promote
engagement, and accelerate growth
within South Sudan’s oil and gas sec-
tor.

. Agencies

Social media and the state: Online technology challenging
the rules of engagement between government and citizens

By Akinola Olojo and Karen Allen

OCIAL media plat-

forms such as Twitter,

Facebook and What-

sApp have increasingly
become a stage on which the
tension between state authori-
ties and networked dissent
plays out in Africa. The recent
banning of Twitter by the Ni-
gerian government is a timely
reminder of that.

Differences expressed in
online forums can generate
responses in real-time, in the
real world. This can create an
environment in which the gov-
ernment’s monopoly on free
speech is questioned.

Some challenges accompany
the use of platforms with mas-
sive audiences. Yet the benefits
can outweigh the risks if gov-
ernments recognise that it gives
them greater reach to their citi-
Zens.

The relationships between
technology, speed and poli-
tics arent new. It's argued
that technology is radically
reshaping the nature of politi-
cal engagement worldwide. In
Africa, Nigeria is an interesting
illustration. Between 2019 and
2025, social media use in the
country is projected to increase

MONDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

CA
RADIO

by more than 80%. This would
result in over 44 million people
using online forums in a coun-
try whose current population
stands at over 200 million.

For political elites accus-
tomed to manipulating elec-
toral messages to secure votes,
these platforms challenge their
position of privilege — although
those very same elites can also
exploit them. Nigeria’s Twitter
ban seeks to deny access to a
platform the government ar-
gues is being used to threaten
the country’s “corporate exist-
ence.”

Meanwhile, critics of the
ban insist that social media is
a democratic tool that enables
citizens to demand greater ac-
countability. This played out at
the height of the Nigerian #End-
SARS campaign against police
brutality in 2020. Recently, the
Economic Community of West
African States Court of Justice
ruled to restrain the Nigerian
government from imposing
sanctions on citizens who use
Twitter.

Nigeria’s Twitter ban came
after a post from President
Muhammadu Buhari’s account
was taken down by content
moderators because it violated
Twitter’s rules on abusive be-
haviour. The provocative tweet

TUESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

threatened to punish members
of the separatist Indigenous
People of Biafra group follow-
ing attacks on government
buildings and electoral offices.
The group denied involvement
in these attacks.

There is a longstanding con-
versation at the core of the
social contract between the
Nigerian state and the eastern
part of the country where the
Indigenous People of Biafra is
based. This remains a painful
but necessary dialogue that au-
thorities have swept under the
carpet for decades.

The Nigerian government
says Twitter will continue to be
outlawed until it registers an of-

WEDNESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

fice in the country. This reflects
a move to ensure the platform
is subject to Nigerias media
laws. But it could also shrink
the democratic space by under-
mining public demands for im-
proved governance in Africa’s
most populous nation.

Beyond Nigeria, clashes be-
tween online platforms and
governing authorities are hap-
pening across the continent.
Uganda’s condemnation of
Twitter’s suspension of numer-
ous accounts in the lead-up to
elections is one of the most no-
table examples.

An increasingly networked
society in Africa has implica-
tions not only for political en-

THURSDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

gagement but for economic
development as well, not least
in Nigeria — Africa’s largest
economy. The country relies on
emerging technology to help
power economic growth, and
internet forums enable greater
reach of many businesses to po-
tential customers.

In an economy where an es-
timated 24.59 million people
use social media and business
owners operate on Twitter
via direct advertising or user
engagement, some scholars
estimate that communication
technology is responsible for at
least 10% of Nigeria’s gross do-
mestic product.

Nigeria is among several

FRIDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

African countries seeking to
introduce what human rights
groups claim are punitive new
laws to tightly regulate the
online space, which would
criminalise government criti-
cism. Kenya is seeking to do the
same. And rules introduced in
Zambia in 2018 require What-
SApp group administrators to
register with the authorities,
subjecting them to similar
codes of conduct as newspa-
pers or media houses, or risk
being arrested.

Some regulation is required
to guard against hate speech
and protect the most vulnera-
ble in society from other forms
of malicious communications.
But the balance between free
speech, privacy and security
needs to be carefully calibrat-
ed.

Beyond the reach of tradi-
tional media, social media is ar-
guably changing the relation-
ship between governments
and citizens. It challenges the
notion that public debate can
be moderated exclusively by
the institutional might of the
state. Rather than a top-down
or hierarchical approach to
setting free speech rules, these
platforms accelerate the emer-
gence of a bottom-up or net-
worked approach.

ITAL RATIBA YA VIPINDI
JUMATATU - JUMAPILI

SATURDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

As already noted, there are
risks with such a framework as
users have also evolved certain
norms about content that’s ac-
ceptable (or not). In some in-
stances, this has created its own
dynamic, including a ‘cancel
culture’ whereby individuals
are blacklisted from these fo-
rums for transgressing socially
acceptable norms. This form of
self-regulation is in itself contro-
versial.

There is a certain inevitabil-
ity about the online space. This
was observed in how Nigeria’s
information ministry used
Twitter to announce its ban of
the platform — an irony that
wasn't lost on the world’s me-
dia.

So rather than adopting
knee-jerk responses reflected
in draconian laws, govern-
ments should recognise that
these forums present a certain
accessibility that citizens other-
wise wouldn’t have. It enables
them to express legitimate con-
cerns and engage more directly
with those who govern.

Banning social media plat-
forms deprives governments
and their citizens of an impor-
tant communication tool and
questions the commitment of
a country’s leadership to trans-
parent governance. DM

SUNDAY
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05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS HALI HALISI
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

21:00-23:00HRS

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS

MALUMBANO YA HOJA

14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101

18:00-18:10HRS HABARI

20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS

21:00-23:00HRS KIPIMA JOTO

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA

18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME

07:30-10:00HRS DK 90 DUNIANI
10:00-11:00HRS KADOGOO
11:00-13:00HRS BONGO HITS
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS ZAIDI YA
UMJUAVYO
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Government 'unhappy
with local contractors

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE government has expressed displeasure at works with local con-
tractors who are quick to lose heavy construction projects to their foreign
competitors due to ineptitude and lack of competitiveness

Minister for Works and Transportation Leonard Chamuriho made it
clear recently when he was opening the local contractor’s consultative
meeting in Mwanza.

“There is urgent need to reverse the situation because as a result the
money which is supposed to remain here and contribute to other eco-
nomic activities is goes outside the country,” he lamented.

He said it is evident that if big projects are done by local companies
huge amounts of funds would remain in the country and be used to im-
plement other projects and contribute to the country’s economy.

The minister advised local contractors to go for joint ventures so that
they can be able to compete with foreign companies to implement big
projects worth billions of money.

“Don’t be selfish if you need to do big project you have no choice than
joint ventures if you join them, is the place where you will have muscles
to compete with foreign companies in technology and machines, even
Chinese companies that you see implementing big project they are not
alone it is because of joint ventures,” he advised adding that many con-
tractors have been lamenting about force account.

In a bid to remedy the situation, the government has pledged to con-
tinue to set aside construction projects as capacity building strategies to
local contractors to enable them compete with foreign companies for big
projects.

Chairperson of Contractors Registration Board (CRB) Engineer Con-
solatha Ngimbwa responding to the cry of her members, requested the
government to reject force account and give tender to local contractors
adding that the government decided to use force account after the alle-
gations that many local companies tender applications are not realistic
since they bid high prices.

She also said, CRB has been working to turn around the situation add-
ing that they have so far held training on how to fill tender applications
since 2018 in the region of Morogoro, Arusha, Njombe, Dar es Salaam, Bu-
koba and Mwanza in an effort to prepare them to file competitive prices
when they bid for government projects.

“Many contractors attended the training and now they are ready to im-
plement government projects it is our request to you honourable minis-
ter to give us projects we will implement by competitive prices and com-
plete them within agreed time and quality,” she said

Meanwhile, the government also urged local contractors who imple-
ment construction projects under the joint ventures model to stop the
habit of spending project money for buying luxurious things like posh

/s
Works and Transportdeputy minister Mwita Waitara has a word with to leaders of the Contractors Registration Board (CRB) shortly after closing a consultative meeting

for local contractors which was held in Mwanza city over the weekend. From left is CRB deputy registrar Eng David Jere, CRB registrar Eng Rhoben Nkori, contractor Pas-
tory Masota and chairperson of the board Eng Consolatha Ngimbwa. Photo: Joseph Mwendapole.

cars before the construction pro-
jects are completed.

Deputy minister for Works and
Transportation, Mwita Waitara,
made the remarks when he was
closing the two days consultative
meeting for Lake Zone local con-
tractors which was organised by
Contractors Registration Board
(CRB). He said there is a tendency
for some local contractors to fail
to complete construction projects
within agreed time and standards
because of selfishness among part-
ners who divide profit before the
project is finished.

“I have visited a number of con-
struction projects in different re-
gions in the country and I found
that most of them are implement-
ed by Chinese people but it is be-

cause they have passion with their
profession and have discipline,
when they get tender they do it to
the maximum and they don’t tem-
per with projects funds like what
locals do,” said Waitara

He said selfishness is among the
reasons behind why local contrac-
tors don’t prefer joint ventures pro-
jects, arguing them to change the
trend and work to gather strength
so that they will be able to imple-
ment big projects in the future.

“Some local contractors when
they do joint ventures project they
divide the profit before even the
start of the construction of the
project. If they are in Mwanza for
example they would take a flight to
Dar es Salaam to spend and some
of them buy unnecessary new cars

for them and their wives, “he said

Waitara added that even if they
implement a project under joint
ventures and get profit they are not
supposed to divide all the profit
they get instead they are supposed
to put aside some amount to help
them in mobilisation when they
win another tender.

He also urged local contractors
to pay back loans they borrow
from financial institutions to build
trust so that other contractors can
be trusted by financial institutions
when they go there for assistance.

“I commend CRB for this initia-
tives because this is where you can
discuss your challenges and move
on and we in government value this
meetings because it have multiply
effects to local contractors whom

we are struggling to make sure they
become competent and compete
with foreign companies,” he en-
couraged Among big achievement
recorded by CRB is the introduc-
tion of Contractors Assistance Fund
(CAF) to help local contractors of all
classes to get start up loans from fi-
nancial institutions when they win
construction tender.

CRB registrar engineer Rhoben
Nkori said the fund has been of
great importance to local contrac-
tors because they get bid security
and advance payment Guarantees.

He underscored that in 2020,
CRB negotiated with CRDB and
agreed to guarantee local contrac-
tors of all classes up to 100 million
when they need advance payment
and bid security.

TFRA set for DITF to lure more investors into fertiliser production

By Guardian Reporter

FOR the first time, Tanzania Fertiliser Regu-
latory Authority (TFRA) is set to take part at
the 45th Edition of Dar es Salaam Internation-
al Trade Fair (DITF) to be held from 28th June
to 13th July 2021 at Mwalim Julius Nyerere
grounds Kilwa Road in Dar es Salaam.

Being in charge of regulating the manufac-
turing, importation, marketing, and use of fer-
tiliser in the country, TFRA is determined to
participate at this year’s DITF themed; 'Indus-
trial Economy for Sustainable Employment'
in order to showcase its activities and how it
can contribute to the government’s industri-
alization agenda taking into account that the
fertilizer sub-sector that is still considered to
be the backbone of Tanzania’s economy ac-
counting for more than one-quarter of gross
domestic product (GDP), providing 85 per cent
of exports and employs about 80 per cent of
the workforce.

Apart from ensuring that farmers get fer-
tilizer at a reasonable price hence increase
crop production, hence makes industrial raw
materials readily available, TFRA also encour-
ages investors to chip in manufacturing the
key farm ingredients taking into accounts that
over ninety percent of fertilizer consumed in
the country is imported and less ten per cent
is domestically manufactured by fifteen (15)
fertiliser and fertiliser supplements manufac-
turers.

The manufacturers range from large to
micro-scale with the largest manufacturer be-
ing Minjingu Mines and fertilizers Co. limited
which manufactures about 80% of all domesti-
cally produced FFS.

Other manufacturers include ABM equip-
ment and Dodoma Cement which produce
fertilizer supplements (lime dolomite and
gypsum), Kahela Traders, Keen Feeders Co.
Limited, Sianga Agro Trade Company, Mtali
Agrotraders and Amka feeder’s manufactures
liquid fertilizer.

“That’s why it is important for us to take part
at this year’s trade fair so that inform and en-
courage local and foreign investors to explore
the untapped investment opportunities in the
sub-sector value chain by building more facto-
ries,” said Joseph Charos, TFRA’s acting direc-
tor for domestic manufacturing promotions
and bulk procurement.

Reports have it that Tanzania has a total
arable land of 44,000,000ha out of which
14,520,000ha is cultivated.

The total fertiliser soil requirement in Tan-
zania is 1,089,964 MT and fertiliser utilization
is estimated to be 23-25kg/ha equivalent to
50 percent of the Abuja declaration of using
50kg/ha fertiliser nutrients.

Utilisation varies between 300,000 -
400,000MT which is equivalent to 28 - 37per
cent of the soil requirements, he said.

Among key issues to be addressed at this
year DITF, according to Charos include in-

creasing awareness on the proper use of ferti-
liser and fertiliser supplements.

Other issues to be addressed include finan-
cial constraints especially during the cropping
season, low crop market prices at harvest sea-
son, inadequate agro-processing facilities, and
little market information for the rural popula-
tion and high prices for fertiliser taking into ac-
count that 90 per cent of fertiliser are import-
ed as among the main reason for low fertiliser
utilization in Tanzania.

This year’s trade fair will be a good platform
for TFRA to unveils current opportunities in
the fertiliser sub-sector include manufactur-
ing and packaging, international trade, clear-
ing and forwarding, domestic distribution,
market linkages, storage, financing, quality as-
surance, and publicity.

According to TFRA managing director Dr
Stephan Ngailo, the government through the
Tanzania investment center (TIC) has opened
windows for any investors in the fertilizer val-
ue chain—manufacturing, blending, and pack-
aging.

"TFRA is hereby inviting more investors in
fertiliser manufacturing, as there is a huge lo-
cal and foreign market,” he said, adding that
domestic manufacturing will reduce fertiliser
prices, create employment for Tanzanians and
contribute to the national economy at large.

He also cited political will, ever-increasing
population-assured fertiliser markets, pres-
ence of raw materials—natural gas and phos-
phates. Huge local and foreign markets, fa-
vorable infrastructures such as roads, railway,
ports and, power, agro-processing industries
financial institutions, labor are some of the
enabling environment for domestic fertiliser
manufacturing.

On international trade, he said: "The intro-
duction of the BPS has made it possible for
people with limited capital and experiences
in the international trade dynamics to par-
ticipate in the fertiliser import markets. This
has been so by TFRA collecting all fertiliser re-
quirements and awarding a tender to one pre-
qualified supplier (domestic or international)
to import fertiliser on behalf of others, import-
ers to use bank guarantees and letters of credit
(1 percent fee per 3 months) to enable them to
pay within 180 days after receiving the bill of
lading."

This has increased market competitiveness
that contributes to lowering fertilizer prices
while increasing quality and utilization, he
said.

On clearing and forwarding Dr Ngailo said
TFRA is currently mobilising demand-driven
markets for fertilizer users (agro-processors,
farmers’ cooperative unions (FCU) and large-
scale farmers) to participate in the fertiliser
importation through BPS.

“Their newness in the port clearance pro-
cesses, bagging and transportation of fertiliser
to farm level creates an opportunity for expe-
rienced clearing and forwarding agents (CFA)

== S ~ AR = s Tl
Agriculture minister Prof Adolph Mkenda (C) is briefed on fertiliser handling by
Dar es Salaam Corridor Limited CEO Jesper Sorensen when he visited the Dar es

Salaam port recently. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

to facilitate the processes.”

He also said that fertilizer domestic distribution is done through roads,
railways, and water. “Opportunities are available for investors in any of the
distribution networks. Most of the roads are passable throughout the year to
regions level and most of local government authorities. On the part of prin-
cipal/agent relationships in fertiliser distribution TFRA has issued licenses to
more than 4,000 fertiliser business premises across the country. These help
in fertilizer distribution; however, not sufficient,” he assured the prospectus
investors.

On input/output market linkages, the government has instituted the ware-
house receipt system (WRS) and farmers/agro-processors contract farming
arrangements as a way of assuring farmers of reliable markets and better
prices.

The same arrangements pose opportunities for farmers to be provided
with inputs by off-takers and/or agro-processors through bank guarantees
instead of expensive credit guarantees

On storage, the official said that the increased fertiliser utilization has re-
sulted in increased crop yield. “The increased yield results in increased sup-
ply in the markets leading to lower prices.”

Low crop prices lower the farmer's fertiliser purchasing power in the fol-
lowing cropping season," he said, noting: "A need is perceived for more stor-
age facilities to enable farmers get better to produce prices at least six (6)
months after harvesting."

On financing, most farmers get money after selling their produce at the
end of the cropping season.

He however revealed that in attaining its targets for the 2020/21 fiscal year,
Tanzania Fertilizer Regulatory Authority (TFRA) has been able to inspect
2,190 fertiliser dealers in 24 regions over the legality of licenses and the qual-
ity of the fertiliser they distribute in the country.

Fertiliser dealers who were inspected were those from Mbeya, Iringa,
Njombe, Songwe, Morogoro, Ruvuma, Rukwa, Katavi, and Coast regions.
Other regions were Tanga, Mtwara, Lindi, Mwanza, Geita, Kagera, Shinyana,
Mara, Simiyu, Tabora, Kigoma, Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Dar es Salaam and Do-
doma.

He said 18 fertiliser factories were also inspected and were found with vari-
ous deficiencies and owners thereof were told to improve their services and
increase production, especially in areas of registration and products’ quality.

He said during the 2020/21 season the availability and distribution of ferti-
liser in the country was satisfactory as by April this year, a total of 454,905.02
tonnes of fertiliser was imported including 109,274, Urea, 95,444 tonnes DAP,

47,707 tonnes CAN, 95,660 NPK, 546.22 tonnes SA, 14,282
tonnes MOP and other types totaling 37,882 tonnes.

“TFRA continues working together with all stakehold-
ers to ensure quality fertiliser is available at all times dur-
ing a season,” Dr Ngailo added.

In regard to fertiliser purchase system, he said up to
April this year, training was provided to 458 coopera-
tives, under their cooperative unions.

He said the unions included UKU from Rukwa Region,
IFCU (Iringa Region) NJORECU (Njombe), MBIFACU
(Mbinga) including all primary cooperatives of small tea
growers through Tanzania Smallholders Tea Develop-
ment Agency (TSHTIDA), and coffee cooperatives under
the supervision of Tanzania Tobacco Board (TTB)

He said as for now, TFRA is working together with
institutions under the Agriculture Ministry including
Tanzania Communication and Development Center
(TCDC), National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA), and
Cereals and Other Produce Board of Tanzania (CPB)
in empowering trained farmers to enter into con-
tracts with crops buyers to obtain banks’ collateral
for importing all types of fertiliser for the coming
2021/2022 season via one tender under the Bulk Pur-
chase System (BPS).

In the next fiscal year, TFRA has prepared its Budg-
et in accordance with the instructions given in the
Planning and Budget Manual, CCM 2020 Election
Manifesto, Third Five Year National Development
Plan, Sector Development Plan Agriculture Phase II
(ASDP 1II), National Development Vision, and Budget
Act, Chapter 439 and its regulations.

He said the authority's priorities are more focused
on ensuring the availability of quality, adequate and
timely fertilizer for farmers in the country, and “we’re
targeting to ensure fertilizer quality control for input
suppliers, producers and distributors are intact as
well as conducting inspections of twenty-three (23)
fertiliser companies and inspecting 2,918 fertilizer
traders in regions with high crop production.” We're
also planning to provide fertilizer inspection train-
ing to agricultural officers (20) and capacity building
fertiliser inspectors (35) of district councils and com-
plete the construction and purchase of laboratory
equipment, he said.

TFRA is also determined to facilitate and regulate
the replacement of fertiliser amounting to approxi-
mately 600,000 tonnes and exporting about 150,000
tonnes, supervising the implementation of the Joint
Fertiliser Import System (BPS) and encouraging 29
cooperatives to import fertilizer through the BPS
system. In empowering fertiliser traders and coop-
eratives in running the fertilizer business, the official
said the authority will provide training on quality,
storage, use, and trade of fertiliser to 700 fertiliser deal-
ers and cooperatives (29) in district councils.

The broad thrust of the act is to ensure that the ferti-
liser that farmers in Tanzania acquire for use meet the
required standards. The motives for the establishment
of TFRA include protecting the farming community and
the general public against health hazards associated
with the use of fertilizers and fraud in marketing.

As a regulatory body, TFRA is mandated to regulate
the manufacturing, importation, and use of and trade in
fertilizers, or fertiliser supplements—growth stimulators
and regulators and similar products.
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E-commerce development in western China moving onto fast track

By Wang Junling,

HANKS to rapid e-commerce development,
special local products from western regions
in China have witnessed amazing sales during
this year’s June 18 online shopping festival in

China.

During the online shopping spree, a succulent plant
grower in southwest China’s Yunnan province received
more than 5,000 orders within three hours during a
live-streaming promotion; a great number of trucks
fully loaded with kiwifruit left Wugong county in north-
west China’s Shaanxi province; and a hotpot business
in a mountainous area of southwest China’s Chongqging
municipality saw its daily sales volume exceed 100,000

yuan ($15,430).

Last year, the number of newly-added online shop
owners from western regions of China on Taobao, a
major online shopping platform run by Alibaba, sur-
passed that from the central and eastern regions of the
country for the first time and led the whole country, ac-
cording to a recent report jointly released by the digital
economy research institute of Zhongnan University of
Economics and Law and Alibaba Group.

Besides, the average transportation time of parcels
between the eastern and western regions of China has
been reduced by 16 hours in two years, suggests the re-
port on e-commerce development in China’s western

regions.

It also indicates that, Yunnan, Sichuan, and Shaanxi,
three provinces in west China, made it into the top ten
list of the country in terms of the number of live-stream-
ing hosts who promote farm produce online.

In 2020, nine of the top ten provincial-level regions
which witnessed the most year-on-year growth in the
number of newly-added shop owners on Taobao were
from west China, and the top five are all located in west-
ern China, including Ningxia Hui autonomous region,
Yunnan province, Guizhou province, Qinghai province,
and Gansu province, as shown by data from the report.

bank under Ant Financial Services

Group, compared with that in 2017,
according to the report.

The gap between different re-
gions’ natural endowments caused
by geographic positions is an impor-
tant reason for differences between
their economic development, and
digital economy is breaking the
traditional regional gap, said Zuo
Chenming, senior expert of Aliba-
ba’s research arm AliResearch.

According to Zuo, the accelerated
development of digital economy
and application of digital tech-
nologies in western regions can be
mainly attributed to the following
reasons.

First, the infrastructure and lo-
gistics services in China’s western
regions are increasingly improved.
With the implementation of the
strategy for large-scale develop-
ment in the western regions, es-
pecially the construction of e-
commerce infrastructure facilities,
high-quality agricultural products
in remote mountainous areas of the
country’s western regions can now
be transported to the cities.

l-&

E-commerce livestreamers introduce local tea products in Wudu dlstrlct Longnan ¢:|ty, northwest China’s Gansu
province, May 29, 2021. (File photo)

Owners of small and medium-
sized Taobao stores from western
China have seen a nearly 150-per-
cent growth in the average amount
of money spent through MYbank, a
leading online private commercial

Meanwhile, various
companies have actively

cultural products this year.

platform

their strategic focus to rural areas.
For instance, Alibaba’s logistics arm
Cainiao Network teamed up with
major courier companies to extend
its logistics network to counties,
townships, and villages by leverag-
ing digital and smart technologies.
So far, it has established 30,000 ru-
ral delivery stations across China,
and plans to open about 1,000 “fast
lanes” for the transportation of agri-

Second, the country is seeing
more talents return to rural ar-
eas. While returning to their home-
towns to start businesses,

people have brought new technologies, ideas and ways
of thinking to rural areas, injecting fresh vitality and dy-
namism into villages. In particular, since the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of rural workers
who return to their hometowns to start businesses has
grown faster than before.

Third, as Chinese consumers favor increasingly high-
quality, healthy and fresh food, many quality products
from mountainous areas in west China have embraced
broader sales channels. In the meantime, the increasing
popularity of the new business form of live-streaming
and active efforts of government departments have
made e-commerce an important platform for increas-
ing the income of farmers in western China.

Driving the development of core industries through
e-commerce is becoming an effective key to bridging
the development gap between western China and the
country’s central and eastern regions, said Pan Helin,
executive director of the digital economy research in-
stitute of Zhongnan University of Economics and Law.

At present, e-commerce has entered the stage featur-

ing live-streaming, Pan said, adding that with the pop-

shifted

ularization of 5G applications, live-streaming videos
with low latency and high definition have significantly
improved the experience of both sellers and buyers
and created brand new space for the development of
e-commerce and even digital economy in west China.

“E-commerce can expand the sales area of products,
improve people’s consumption level, drive fixed-asset
investment, and bring foreign trade to a new level,
which is particularly valuable to western regions’ ru-
ral vitalization and efforts to avoid the phenomenon of
‘hollow villages’, where there are only the elderly and
children as young people leave their hometowns to
work in cities,” Pan pointed out.

As more and more western regions in China actively

young

promote the use of the Internet, digital economy and
digital technologies in there will move onto a broader
and faster track of development, Pan noted.

People’s Daily

Latin America vastly underspends on green post-pandemic recovery

BUENOS AIRES

ATIN America is in-
vesting too little in a
green recovery from
the Covid-19 pan-
demic, with only 2.2% of the re-
gion’s stimulus funds spent on
environmentally sustainable
projects last year, according to
a new platform developed by
Oxford University and the UN.

Last year, the 33 countries
of the region allocated US$318
billion to fiscal and stimulus
measures to alleviate the eco-
nomic impacts of the pandem-
ic, of which only $46 billion
qualifies as green, according to
the platform. The percentage
is significantly lower than the
19% it calculates as the global
average.

“The region has reached an
economic crossroads. Either
governments continue to sup-
port the old, dying industries
of the past or invest in sustain-
able industries that can drive
future prosperity,” said Brian
O’Callaghan of Oxford Univer-
sity. “The new economic op-
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portunities for the region are
monumental.”

Analysis of more than 1,100
policies shows that 77% of
Latin America’s pandemic re-
covery budget was allocated to
short-term rescue measures to
address urgent needs and save
lives. Only 16.1% went towards
long-term recovery plans.

On average, the region al-
located US$490 per capita to
pandemic recovery, while in
other developing economies
the figure averages $650. Only
six countries spent more than
0.1% of their GDP on recovery
plans. They were Chile (14.9%),
Bolivia (10.5%) and Brazil
(9.26%).

Guy Edwards, a researcher
on the geopolitics of climate
change and Latin America,
said the region is at risk of
being left behind if it doesn’t
change direction. He called for
areview of spending plans and
the careful elimination of fos-
sil fuel subsidies to reduce the
negative impact on fiscal ac-
counts, emissions and deadly
air pollution.
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“Working with countries to
align their recovery plans with
the Paris Agreement will be
a vital first step,” he said, add-
ing; “This requires supporting
countries to prioritise invest-
ments and policies to protect
nature and boost renewable
energy and clean public trans-
port, which can create jobs, re-
duce inequality and tackle the
root causes of migration.”

Latin America: An econo-
my in recession

Latin America’s GDP fell by
77% last year and will not re-
turn to pre-pandemic levels
until 2024, according to the
UN’s Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean (ECLAC). As elsewhere
in the world, countries have
been urged to seize the crisis
as an opportunity to initiate a
green recovery.

However, achieving this
has proven difficult for Latin
America. In addition to re-
sponding to the demands of
the pandemic, governments
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in the region have to cope with
high levels of sovereign debt to
private creditors, multilateral
agencies and, in some cases,
China.

“The response to the pan-
demic is leading to increased
debt, which limits our ability
to direct investments towards
environmental sustainability.
However, putting climate ac-
tion as a driver of recovery has
never been more important,”
said Andrea Meza, Costa Rica’s
environment and energy min-
ister.

The region has accounted
for nearly a third of all global
deaths from Covid-19, de-
spite being home to 8% of the
world’s population, UNEP said.
The situation has pushed envi-
ronmental and climate policies
down the list of government
priorities in most countries.

The new Oxford University
platform, which for now uses
preliminary data, revealed that
most pandemic recovery funds
have been spent on infrastruc-
ture for fossil energy sources
and unsustainable port and

airport infrastructure, leading
to increased carbon emissions.

Argentina, Mexico and Brazil
focused their post-pandemic
spending on these polluting
sectors, providing increased
subsidies to fossil fuel compa-
nies and boosting new projects.
Chile, Jamaica and Colombia,
meanwhile, stood out for their
efforts in electric transport and
renewable energy.

“We seek to develop short-
term measures but with a
long-term vision, promoting
the circular economy and new
businesses associated with
natural capital,” said Daniel
Gomez Gaviria, deputy direc-
tor of Colombia’s National
Planning Department. “Gov-
ernment revenues are concen-
trated in fossil fuels and miner-
als, so we need to diversify.”

A green recovery

Boosting a green recovery
in Latin America not only
makes sense in environmen-
tal terms but also in economic
terms, thanks to the numer-
ous benefits and jobs that

could be generated. The 2015
Paris Agreement aims to limit
global warming to 2°C by the
end of the century. To achieve
this, greenhouse gas emissions
must peak as soon as possible
and then fall to zero by 2050.

The transition to net emis-
sions is technically possible in
Latin America, according to a
report by the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB),
through carbon-free electric-
ity production, electrification
of industry and transport, and
enhanced energy efficiency.

“There is still an opportu-
nity for governments in the
region to pursue smart and
environmentally —sustainable
investments. The benefits of
that kind of spending are really
very good,” O’Callaghan said.
“A green recovery can reduce
inequality and lead to sustain-
able economies.”

The region would save up to
US$621 billion annually if the
energy and transport sectors
achieved emissions neutrality
by 2050, while generating 7.7
million new jobs, according to

a report by the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP).

Most countries’ climate com-
mitments submitted so far fall
short of meeting Paris Agree-
ment targets. Latin America
is no exception, according to
ECLAC. To reverse this, new,
more ambitious commitments
are expected in the run-up to
the COP26 climate summit in
November.

Latin America accounts for
5% of global emissions, mostly
from the energy sector, agricul-
ture and land-use change. But
the proportion is increasing as
countries continue to develop
fossil fuels and fail to embark
on an energy transition.

Costa Rica remains the only
country in Latin America to
have officially presented, and
started to implement, a long-
term decarbonisation strategy,
which includes the energy sec-
tor. Other countries such as
Chile and Argentina are work-
ing on it and could present
their respective plans this year.
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BANK DEBUTS ‘HODARI’ ACCOUNT FOR MID-SIZE BUSINESSES

By Property Watch Reporter

N account targeting mid-size businesses
has been introduced by CRDB Bank Plc
and is aimed at implementing President
Samia Suluhu Hassan’s directive to banks
to devise business friendly products.

CRDB’s Chief Operating Officer, Bruce Mwile
said in Dar es Salaam mid this week when
launching the account that it is meant to sup-
port mid-size businesses grow and gradu-
ate into companies. “This account will have
no administrative costs while transactions
within the bank’s network will also be free,”
Mwile said during the commencement of the
bank’s ‘Tupo mtaani kwako’ campaign

this year.

He said ‘Hodari’ Account will also help
business save and borrow easily using
digital platforms without the need to vis-
it physical branches hence advancing the
government’s financial inclusion agenda.

“Let me request entrepreneurs to seize
this opportunity and open with us ‘Hodari’
Account to exploit benefits that come with
it,” he said while adding that petty traders
such as food vendors and motorcycle taxi

operators are the target.

ther noted that with the ‘Tupo mtaani kwako’
campaign entering its second year, the bank ex-
pects to recruit more customers through digital
platforms which is less demanding.

“Last year, apart from registering more custom-
ers, we also sold bancassurance products widely
following a sensitization campaign,” Mwile added
saying the campaign which involved 20 regions
managed to rope in over 100,000 new customers.

Among other things, the bank has deployed
thousands of its staff members, mobile branch
on trucks and utility vehicles across the country
during the next three months. “You will see hun-
dreds of CRDB branded cars in your street in ad-
dition to bank staff and performing artists,” he
added.

The CRDB Chief Operating Officer fur-

this week in Dar es Salaam. Photo courtesy of CRDB.

During the campaign the bank’s staff will mobi-
lise the public to open accounts digitally through
SimBanking, SimAccount, Internet and CRDB
Wakalas and ATM machines accessed through
TemboCard.

“Curently, we have more that 20,000 agents
countrywide but people can access banking ser-
vices through smartphone use where one can
register for a new account,” Mwile added while
noting that customers will also be encouraged to
use TemboCard Visa, MasterCard and UnionPay to
settle bills and buy goods to advance a cashless
economy and avoid the coronavirus outbreak.

Zola Electric invests over 2.3bn/
solar equipment factory in Arusha

By Beatrice Philemon

THE novel coronavirus outbreak
may have been a blessing in
disguise for Zola Electric Limited,
which because of disruption of
supplies of solar energy equipment
from China, forced the company
to build a Zola Refurb factory
worth U$I million (over 2.3bn/-) in
Arusha.

Zola’s Managing Director,
Johnson Kiwango told a panel
discussion organised by Tigo
Tanzania Limited last week to
discuss the impact of the Covid-19
among small and medium size
businesses that in order to meet
market demand, his company had
to set up the facility to manufacture
solar appliances

“Thanks to the government’s
bold decision to defy a global
trend in lockdowns to stop the
virus from spreading faster which
in turn helped us to build our
centre which instead of importing
solar television, batteries, bulbs
and other related accessories
from Malaysia and China, right
now we can manufacture them in
Tanzania,” Kiwango said.

He said the factory has been
able to produce some 40,000 solar
home systems for the market of

which 20,000 has already been sold
across the country to consumers
benefiting a record 100,000 people
directly and indirectly.

Construction work of the factory
was done between March and May
last year hence employing directly
and indirectly, over 100,000
people including agents that
supply the products to the market.
The Zola chief executive said so
far the company has over a million
customers in the country backed
by more than 500 agents.

“As the company we are very glad
for what we have achieved during
this difficult period since last year
because our sales have increased
dramatically, so too agents who
grew from 150 to 500 and staff also
increased,” he added.

He said the success has been
made possible through partnership
with Equity Bank Tanzania Limited
which has been issuing affordable
loans to customers who want to buy
solar home systems especially in
off-grid areas. The solar equipment
supplying company is currently in
discussion with CRDB Bank Plc and
NMB Bank PIc to join Equity Bank
in providing loans to clients.

Speaking at the event, Tigo
Tanzania’s Managing Director,
Simon Karikari said his company

will continue to invest in latest innovative
networks to ensure that customers, including
SMEs like Zola, continue to access services

A Zola Electric Limited technician at work.

such as transacting through Tigo Pesa. “As a
company, we will continue investing in this
area because communication technology is

very important, it connecting people during
this difficult period of the Covid-19 pandemic,”
ha promised.

Australia’s Fortescue in talks on

KINSHASA

AUSTRALIA'S Fortescue Metals Group said on

giant Congo hydro project

Tuesday, 15 June, it was in talks with the Democratic
Republic of Congo’s government to develop a
hydroelectric power project that could become the
largest in the world.

The discussions concern exclusive rights for
Fortescue’s green energy unit to develop the
more than 40,000MW Grand Inga hydroelectric
project, but no formal binding agreement has
been concluded, Fortescue said in a filing to the
Australian Securities Exchange.

Fortescue’s involvement is the latest twist in
Congo’s decades-long quest to expand Inga, whose
two existing dams - completed in 1972 and 1982
- have a combined installed capacity of nearly
1,800MW.

Six additional dams

The government has been looking to build
six additional dams, but those plans have been
repeatedly delayed by difficulties mobilising
financing and disputes with partners.

The proposed expansion would be roughly
double the size of China’s Three Gorges dam,
currently the world’s largest. Total development
costs have been estimated at up to $80bn. In 2018, a
Chinese consortium that includes China Three Gorges
Corporation and a Spanish consortium signed a deal
to develop a third dam, known as Inga 3.

Ground has yet to be broken because of questions

over its financial viability,
and one of the main Spanish
companies in the deal,
Actividades de Construccion
y Servicios, withdrew from
the project last year. It was not
immediately clear whether
Fortescue had discussed its
plans with companies with
existing interests in Inga 3.
China Three Gorges did not
immediately respond to a

Grand Inga 3 dam.

request for comment.

In a memorandum of
understanding signed between
Fortescue and Congo in
September 2020, which was
seen by Reuters, Fortescue
“acknowledges the existing
potential rights held on Inga 3
by third parties.”

“In the event that, for any
reason, such rights to develop
Inga 3 become available,

the government of the DRC
undertakes to secure for
Fortescue Future Industries an
exclusive first option to develop
Inga 3,” it said.

A senior official at the
government’s Agency for the
Development and Promotion
of Grand Inga (ADPI), speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
the ADPI had not been involved
in the talks with Fortescue.

Dalbit, BSL Infrastructure ink fuel
storage deal with Tazama Pipelines

By Property Watch Reporter

ONE of the largest fuel depots in the country is set to be
constructed at Kigamboni in Dar se Salaam for Tazama
Pipelines Limited destined for Zambian market.

Dalbit International and BSL Infrastructure who have won
the contract for the two years project due to start in August,
said in Dar es Salaam this week that the depot will hold 80,000
cubic metres of diesel and 40,000m3 of petrol.

A spokesperson for Dalbit and BSL said,“We are delighted
to begin construction on a project that will have such a
transformational effect for the Zambian economy, while
also providing exciting job opportunities for hundreds of
Tanzanians.”

Construction of the two-year project which will employ
over 250 people will enhance local capacity building as
well as technology and knowledge transfer complementing
governments of Zambia and Tanzania’s efforts to grow their
economies.

Dalbit and BSL have undertaken construction of nine fuel
depots since 2011 in the two countries adding nearly over 90
million litres of storage capacity involving over 2,000 local
construction workers.

“Fuel storage is a vital part of any country’s energy network,
and we look forward to contributing towards the national
development of both countries through the successful
completion of this exciting public-private partnership,” the
spokesman added.
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By Property Watch Reporter

NVESTORS in Geita region’s

vibrant gold mining industry

have been assured of contin-

ued better services and innova-

tive products by Azania Bank
Limited.

Azania Bank’s Managing Director,
Charles Itembe said in Geita mid
this week during a collaborative din-
ner with the region’s mining inves-
tors and managers which was also
attended by Regional Commissioner,
Rosemary Staki Senyamule that the
bank has been one of the pioneers of
serving them for many year.

“Azania Bank was one of the first
banks in the country to open a major
branch in the region because we
wanted to serve you better,” Itembe
told the gold miners adding that as a
vibrant mining region, Geita remains
Azania Bank’s important market in
the country.

He assured the miners and regional
officials that as a local bank owned
by Tanzanians, the Dar es Salaam
based lender will continue providing
services and products of the high-
est standards to meet the market’s
expectations.

“We know that Geita’s main prod-
uct is gold hence decided to meet our
customers in this field and listen to
what they want us to provide going
forward,” he added while stressing
that gold is the country’s leading for-
eign currency earner which needs
superior banking services.

DISCOVER INFORM INSPIRE

AZANIA BANK CHIEF LURES GEITA GOLD MINERS WITH BETTER PRODUCTS, SERVICES

The Azania Bank chief executive pleaded

rich region to continue supporting the bank
with the business community in the gold because it has invested heavily in digital

A el

Azania Bank Limited managing director, Charles Itembe addresses gold mining investors in the region during a working dinner organised by the
bank mid this week. Photo courtesy of Azania Bank

platforms which allow clients to transact
anywhere.

TECHNOLOGY

“Gold has maintained better prices at
the global market at this period when the
coronavirus pandemic is tormenting the
world. This commodity is also a strate-
gic commodity top our nation’s national
reserve because it’s a better form storing
value,” Itembe noted.

He assured the miners that Azania will
continue supporting the mining sector
value addition chain through tailor made
loans and more physical branch presence
where foreign currency exchange shops
will also be increased.

“We are the only bank that has given
the gold mining value chain special atten-
tion from artisanal miners to dealers and
refinery investors,” he revealed saying the
bank’s products and services have target
the entire network.

Speaking at the working dinner, RC
Senyamule commended Azania Bank for
providing quality and reliable products
and services in her region saying the gov-
ernment will continue supporting private
sector growth to create jobs and pay taxes.

“I know and appreciate that Azania
Bank which is owned almost by 99 per-
cent by pension funds while East African
Development Bank has only one percent,
this is truly a local bank which serves local
needs of Tanzanians,” she said while prais-
ing ABL management for rapid growth
which has seen it become a Tier 1 capital
bank recently.

She said the government is doing every-
thing to address challenges facing the min-
ing industry such as capital for equipment
purchasing and paid tribute to Azania
Bank’s management for complementing
state efforts.

Equity Bank now
goes digitising
transactions with
introduction of
Visa-enabled card

By Property Watch Reporter

IN a bid to speed up financial inclu-
sion as per the government agenda,
Equity Bank Tanzania Limited has dig-
itised transactions with the launch of
a Visa-enabled easy card.

Unveiling the new card in Dar es
Salaam yesterday, Equity Bank Tan-
zania’s Managing Director, Robert Ki-
boti said the new prepaid debit card is
designed to offer a range of payment
options that allow individuals and
companies to control and improve the
management of funds.

Kiboti said in addition, the new card
is also aimed at providing customers
and non-customers with an alterna-
tive banking card that allows for safe,
secure and seamless electronic trans-
actions hence doing away with cash
payments.
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Equity Bank Tanzania managing director, Robert Kiboti (L) and some senior staff during the launch
of a Visa enabled easy card in Dar es Salaam earlier this week. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

“Equity Bank Tanzania is committed
to extend financial inclusion for the un-
banked and under-banked in the region.
As the country is pushing towards a cash-
less payment’s economy, it is our mission
to provide secured and convenient finan-
cial solutions that permit seamless online

transactions,” he said.
According to Kiboti, customers and

customers using the Equity Easy Card can
only spend what is loaded on their cards
for goods and services hence easily control
unnecessary expenditure. “The card can

be simply loaded with balance and
for expenditure such as purchases,

ment for utility bills, online shopping, tick-
et bookings and cash withdrawal at ATMs,”

he added.

He revealed that in order to get the new
card, one does not need to have an account
with Equity Bank because it is not linked to

any bank account. The Visa-powered

comes with a contactless EMV chip allow-
ing customers to do tap-and-go payments
for authorized amounts. The cards can be
used for free on ATM cash withdrawals and
online payments at merchants’ platforms
and point of sale terminals across the

country.

Being members of the Visa International
network allows Equity Bank pre-paid card-
holders to use it worldwide for over 40
million points of sale terminals in over 210
countries and territories where VISA is ac-

cepted, the MD noted.

Speaking about means to
load and replenish the cards,
Mr. Kiboti said; “The card can
be funded through our mobile
banking services of easy bank-
ing and internet, Equity Bank
wakala, mobile money or phys-
ical visit at any of the bank’s
branches.

About future innovative fi-
nancial solutions, Kiboti said,
“We remain focussed on build-
ing new partnerships and col-
laboration with government
and private entities for con-
tinuous innovation to offer our
customers and the whole mar-
ket at large, a differentiated
banking experience.” In order
to register for the new card,
one needs to have a national
identity number.

Equity Bank Tanzania Lim-
ited is a subsidiary of Equity
Group Holdings Plc, which has
other banking subsidiaries in
Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan,
Rwanda, Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC). Equity Bank
Tanzania Limited started op-
erations in 2012 and has cur-
rently 15 branches across the
country with over 3,500 agents
serving a customer base of over
500,000 accounts.

non-

used
pay-

card

JOHANNESBURG

CONVERTING the expanse of vacant
office space in South African cities to resi-
dential apartments, especially in a time
when the current low interest rate envi-
ronment favours first-time home buyers,
seem:s like an attractive option for prop-
erty developers, but is not that straight-
forward, says Chris Renecle, managing
director of Renprop. “Conversions are
not as easy as you think, and they don’t
always make sense. Converted buildings
are never quite as good as a property pur-
pose built for residents,” he says.

While there is a case to be made
for certain office to residential conver-
sions in affordable nodes such as the
Johannesburg CBD and Randburg, espe-
cially for lower-end rentals, Renecle adds
that it becomes harder to make all the
sums work in more expensive areas such
as Sandton and Bryanston.

As it stands office vacancies are sit-
ting at just over 14% across SA, thanks to
a large amount of speculative develop-
ment over the past few years before the
pandemic. The fact that the economy has
barely grown in the past five years means
there are no new companies taking up
the newly available space in nodes such
as Sandton. “As a result landlords have
been forced to lower rentals to draw ten-
ants from other, often older properties.
This, together with the Covid-19 pandem-
ic that has kept workers from offices, has
compounded the vacancy problems. Now

Braamfontein and Johannesburg CBD. Inside a building

material shop in Johannesburg.

many companies are either
downsizing or considering it
at least,” says Renecle.

This has left some land-
lords scratching their heads,
wondering what to do with
all the vacant space, with
some wanting to repur-
pose their properties for
residential use. But Renecle
cautions that you cannot
just simply convert an office

building to a residential one.

One problem, he says,
is that the office properties
available for residential
conversion tend to be older
so-called B or C-grade prop-
erties, which are less popu-
lar with tenants and usually
have the most vacancies.

“The buildings are

normally very old and infra-
structure needs upgrading.
Often the office floor plates
are too large, and the spaces
are too deep. When contem-
plating dividing the space,
it becomes clear that there
will be a lack of natural
light, making the space less
liveable. There are also cases
where the buildings are sim-
ply not convertible,” he says
Price and location are
crucial when it comes to
deciding whether an office
to residential conversion can
work. The biggest challenge
is buying properties cost
effectively enough to actu-
ally afford to do the conver-
sion and still make a profit.
The problem is that a lot

of owners are looking for a
high price which makes no
sense for developers looking
at a conversion. “Bryanston,
for example, is not an option
for residential conversion
because it is so expensive.
For a conversion to make
sense, you need to buy a
building at around R4,000/
square metre or less area
(area dependant), to be able
to make it work,” Renecle
says.

While having a Sandton
CBD address may be a must
have for an up-and-coming
company, this doesn’t make
it a good residential node.
“It is not a great residential
area as it lacks the pedestri-
anised walkways, outside
restaurant culture and
other amenities that make
Rosebank so popular with
office tenants and residents
alike.

But even in Rosebank
there has only been one
office to residential conver-
sion.” There are so many
important factors that need
to fall into place to make
a conversion worthwhile.
More often than not, a pur-
pose-built apartment block
makes more sense,” he says.

TotalEnergies will ‘assume its responsibilities’ to companies’

MAPUTO

THE Mozambican government said
on Wednesday that TotalEnergies will
“assume its responsibilities” to the com-
panies contracted for the gas project in
northern Mozambique, admitting that it
is “a process that will take some time. “To-
tal's commitment will be to assume its re-
sponsibilities,” the Mozambican Minister
for Mineral Resources and Energy, Max
Tonela told Lusa.

The minister explained that the French
oil company has assured the government
that it has several teams working to assess
the contractual nature of each company
that was involved in the construction
of the natural gas project in the Afungi
peninsula, northern Mozambique, until
the project was suspended on March 24
following armed attacks on Palma dis-
trict. “Given that there are hundreds of
contracts, between large and small, it is a
process that will take some time to deter-
mine,” he said.

Max Tonela noted that there are com-
panies involved in the Afungi project
whose situation will be easier to assess, in
terms of rights, because they had not yet
started activity, but there are others in a
more complex situation, because they
were involved in construction, produc-
tion and supply of goods and equipment.

“I want to believe that part of the com-

plaints [from Mozambican companies]
come from contracts signed not directly
with Total, but with various subcontrac-
tors,” he emphasised. Max Tonela admit-
ted that the assumption of charges by
Total in relation to companies directly
involved in the natural gas production
project will have a “cascading effect,” re-
sulting in the payment of commitments
made with subcontractors.

On 16, the Confederation of Economic
Associations of Mozambique (CTA), the
country’s main employers’ association, ar-
gued that problems between oil company
TotalEnergies and Mozambican compa-
nies should be resolved in local arbitra-
tion to avoid a “legal war.

At issue is the suspension of the Cabo
Delgado gas project, which was the big-
gest private investment underway in
Africa, and the resulting losses for local
companies supplying goods and services,
with investments made, goods bought
and loans taken out with banks.

Of a total of 45 Mozambican companies
affected, 28 responded to a CTA survey
and, amongst these alone, US$18 million
[14.85 million euros] in debts and US$43.6
million (35.96 million euros) of “imported
or purchased goods, which are in now in
storage” on which TotalEnergies has yet
to make a statement, according to the em-
ployers’ confederation.
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SAUDI ARABIA’S RED SEA PROJECT AWARDED
CONTRACTS WORTH 14.5BN RIYALS LAST YEAR

RIYADH

HE Red Sea Development

Company (TRSDC) awarded con-

tracts worth 14.5 billion Saudi

riyals ($3.86bn) in 2020 as the

company pushes ahead with the
construction of a mega tourism project
on the country’s west coast.

In total, the company awarded 500
contracts, with local companies clinch-
ing 70 per cent of the deals, TRSDC
said in its inaugural sustainability report
on Monday. Some of the key contracts
awarded in 2020 include the delivery
of an airside package of works to an
all-Saudi joint venture, as well as for
construction of coastal village workers’
accommodation, as well as management
accommodation, studio apartments and
townhouses on the same site. Contracts
were also awarded for the construction
of a hotel and for site-wide wastewater
and sewage treatment.

TRSDC worked with the kingdom’s
General Authority for Small and Medium
Enterprises, also known as Monshaat,
to encourage local companies to bid for
work and is also encouraging local inves-
tors to take part. “The Red Sea Project
offers numerous investment opportu-
nities, enabling companies of different
sizes and sectors to contribute to this
one-of-a-kind development, elevating
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s position
as a global investment powerhouse,”
TRSDC’s chief executive John Pagano
said in the report.

TRSDC, which is owned by the king-
dom’s Public Investment Fund, is devel-
oping 16 hotels with 3,000 rooms across
five islands and two inland sites as part
of the first phase of the project on Saudi
Arabia’s west coast. The project is expect-
ed to welcome its first guests by the end
of 2022, when the international airport
and first hotels are due to open. Upon
completion in 2030, The Red Sea project

A bird’s eye view of the Red Sea Development Project.

will comprise 50 resorts, offering up to
8,000 hotel rooms and more than 1,000
residential properties across 22 islands
and six inland sites.

The project is expected to gener-
ate 22bn riyals of revenue annually by
2030 and 464bn in cumulative rev-
enues through its construction cycle
and its 10 years of steady operation by
2040, according to the report. It is also
expected to support 70,000 jobs by
2040. The Red Sea Project is designed
to enhance the natural environment for
future generations. Courtesy The Red
Sea Development Company

It will be powered by 100 per cent
renewable energy and will house the
“largest off-grid renewable energy sys-
tems in the world and the world’s largest
tourism destination to be powered solely

by renewable energy,” according to the
report.

Last year, the company signed a
25-year PPP agreement that includes the
delivery of sustainable energy to power
utilities covering phase one of the proj-
ect. “Through this PPP, we expect to gen-
erate up to 650,000 megawatt hours of
100 per cent renewable energy to supply
the destination and other utility systems
over the course of the concession agree-
ment,” it said.

The company is currently exploring
various options to capture large amounts
of carbon dioxide each year by adopt-
ing large scale marine microalgae pro-
duction farms, enhancing biologically
diverse habitats, adopting nature-based
solutions for removing carbon and direct
air capturing.

Earlier this month,
Saudi Arabia’s Acwa Power
signed an agreement with
Dubai-based Neutral Fuels
to supply net-zero bio-
fuel - a clean form of fuel
that lowers emissions - to
power transportation work
at the site.

In April, TRSDC secured
14.12bn riyals in funding
through the first locally-
denominated Green
Financing credit facil-
ity. The developer raised
the capital through term
loans and revolving credit
facilities from four banks in
Saudi Arabia to fund con-
struction work.

Evergrande raises cash selling stakes in Tencent JV, Calxon

BEIJING

CHINA Evergrande Group, the
country’s most indebted prop-
erty developer, is raising some
quick cash this week by selling
off assets ahead of a scheduled
repayment of a $1.47 billion off-
shore bond maturing next week.

The Shenzhen-based company
led by billionaire Xu Jiayin of-
floaded a stake worth $570 mil-
lion in its Hong Kong-listed inter-
net division, HengTen Networks
Group, according to a Monday fil-
ing with the stock exchange.

Meanwhile, Evergrande will
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GLOBAL passenger airlines
are only “moderately posi-
tioned” to adapt to a low-car-
bon future, with technological
challenges proving to be a
major hurdle, Moody’s said in
a report.

The ratings agency sur-
veyed 21 rated passenger
airlines for carbon transi-
tion assessment and rated
them CT-7, which indicates a
moderate positioning on its
10-point scale. “Our assess-
ments reflect our view that
global passenger airlines
face technological challenges
in the transition to a low-
carbon future,” said Ram Sri-
Saravanapavaan, an analyst at
Moody’s.

“We expect aviation to be
subject to increasing pressure
from governments and share-
holders to reduce emissions
in order to deliver on net-zero
targets.” The global aviation
sector has increasingly come
under the spotlight as coun-
tries strive to curb emissions
amid the pandemic.

The aviation sector cur-
rently represents 2 per cent
of global CO2 emissions,
according to the International
Civil Aviation Organisation - a
figure that could rise as air
travel resumes as movement
restrictions ease across the
world. But the industry has
been struggling to navigate
a successful transition due to
the inherent structural and
technological challenges.
Several initiatives are being

undertaken to help airlines
adopt sustainable fuels such
as biofuel or hydrogen in
place of jet fuel, which is a
crude product.

“Global passenger air-
lines face technological chal-
lenges in the transition to
a low-carbon future, as the
likelihood of achieving low or
zero-emission engines for air-
craft of the size of the indus-
try’s current fleet is low and
because it will take decades
for the output of sustainable
aviation fuel to come close to
the global industry’s annual
fuel consumption,” Moody’s
said in the report. The agency
also recommended buying
into eligible carbon offsetting
programmes until sustainable
aviation fuels are developed at
scale to power future flights.

Earlier this month, Rolls-
Royce, which makes engines
for planes and ships, said it
planned to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2050 through
making its aircraft engines
capable of running on sus-
tainable aviation fuels (SAFs)
and by decarbonising all new
products.

The British engineering
company outlined its green
goals last week and pledged
all new products will be com-
patible with net-zero targets
by 2030. Rolls-Royce also
said its engines will be able
to operate with 100 per cent
sustainable aviation fuels by
2023, which produce less car-
bon than traditional jet fuel. It
further committed to make its
entire business carbon-neutral
by 2050 at the latest.

A passenger jet ready to take off.

Jebel Hafeet comes third
among the world’s most
picturesque road routes

ABU DHABI

sell over half its stake in smaller
developer Calxon for close to
$400 million, giving up its con-
trol of the company, Reuters re-
ported. The fundraising moves by
Evergrande come as China con-
tinues to clamp down on credit
to its highly leveraged real estate
sector, with other developers in-
cluding China Fortune Land also
having suffered cash crunches in
the past year.

In its HengTen equity disposal,
Evergrande sold 738.8 million
shares in the firm to the owner
of Pumpkin Films, a video app
that HengTen bought last year.
Hong Kong-listed HengTen is a
mainland internet joint venture
formed by Evergrande and Ten-
cent in 2015 that went public
through a backdoor listing that
same year.

As of 31 December, Evergrande
held a 55.64 percent stake in the
company and Tencent had 19.32
percent. Together the shares
sold to Ke Liming, who founded
Pumpkin Films, represent about
8 percent of the internet firm’s is-
sued ordinary shares. Ke was al-
ready the owner of 36.99 percent
of HengTen at the end of 2020
and will see his stake rise to about
45 percent of the company, while
Evergrande’s slice drops to just
under 48 percent.

In its sell-down of its Calxon
holding, a unit of Evergrande that
owns 57.75 percent of the Shen-
zhen-listed builder will sell 29.9

China Evergrae Centre in Wanchai.

percent of the company to pri-
vate equity firm Shenzhen Huaji-
an Holdings for an undisclosed
amount and give up its voting
rights, according to a Tuesday fil-
ing by Calxon.

Shenzhen Huajian is a unit of
Shenzhen Huachao Industrial
which is also known as Guoxiang
Holdings — an entity with close
ties to the Shenzhen city govern-
ment. Evergrande has a history
of deals with Shenzhen Huachao,
with the investment firm having
been among the original back-
ers when the developer agreed to
purchase Calxon in 2016 as part
of a scheme to secure a main-
land listing. Based on the Friday
closing price of Calxon’s now-
suspended stock, the sale of its
shares in Hangzhou-based Calx-
on will earn Evergrande RMB 2.5
billion ($388 million).

Evergrande’s assets sales come
as the highly leveraged developer
reels from its sagging stock price,
aratings downgrade and a report
that several large mainland banks
have restricted the group’s access
to further credit.

Fitch Ratings on Tuesday cut
the long-term foreign-currency
issuer default ratings of Ever-

grande and subsidiaries Hengda
Real Estate and Tianji Holding
to B from B+, with a negative
outlook. Fitch also lowered the
senior unsecured ratings of Ev-
ergrande and Tianji to B- from B
and the Tianji-guaranteed sen-
ior unsecured notes issued by
Scenery Journey Ltd to B- from
B. The negative outlook reflects
Evergrande’s weakened access to
debt capital markets and heavy
reliance on trust loans, the rat-
ings agency said.

Also on Tuesday, Bloomberg
revealed that three banks with
a combined RMB 46 billion of
credit exposure to Evergrande as
of June 2020 decided in recent
months not to renew loans to
the company when they mature
this year. The news agency cited
sources asking not to be identi-
fied discussing private informa-
tion.

Evergrande’s Hong Kong-listed
shares tumbled Wednesday in
the wake of Fitch’s comments and
Bloomberg’s reporting, down 3.9
percent in afternoon trade. The
stock’s price has plunged nearly
30 percent this year to HK$10.46
($1.35).

Reuters reported on Monday

that Evergrande was planning
to repay the $1.47 billion bond,
which is due next Monday, this
week. The developer is seeking
to relieve investor fears that have
pushed yields to above 29.5 per-
cent on its 5.8 percent 2025 on-
shore bonds, according to data
provider Refinitiv.

Evergrande maintained its po-
sition as China’s top developer
in 2020, with sales growing even
more quickly during the pandem-
ic, but profits slid by more than
a quarter. After frightening the
Greater China financial industry
with a plea for financial aid last
year, the group joined the shift
towards fiscal prudence in 2020.

According to an annual finan-
cial statement released at the end
of March,

Evergrande reduced its total
debt by 14 percent in the second
half of last year to RMB 717 billion
as of 31 December. By the end
of March, those obligations had
been shrunk still further to RMB
674 billion.

The company has said it will
further tame its balance sheet in
the years to come, with a goal of
bringing total debt down to RMB
350 billion by mid-2023.

PENTAGON Motor Group analysed more than seven million
Instagram hashtags to determine the world’s most beautiful road
trip routes, based on photos per mile. The Great Ocean Road in
Australia emerged as the most Instagrammed road trip route, fol-
lowed by Big Sur in California and, in third place, Jebel Hafeet.

With many people still wary of international travel and stayca-
tions continuing to rise in popularity, Pentagon Motor Group set
out to discover the most visually arresting journeys that travellers
could take from the comfort of their cars.

There are an impressive 1,321,570 hashtagged images of the
253-kilometre Great Ocean Road on Instagram, meaning about
8,418 pictures are taken for every 1.6 kilometre stretch of road.
Constructed in 1932, the route runs along the south-eastern coast
of Australia, between the cities of Torquay and Allansford, and
continues to be one of the most popular tourist attractions in
Australia.

The US is home to the highest number of scenic routes. Big Sur
is the most popular, with 5,226 pictures per 1.6 kilometres, but
Blue Ridge Parkway, Going-To-The-Sun Road, Route 66, Califor-
nia’s Tioga Pass and Hana Highway also appear in the top 20.

Route 66 is the longest route on the list, covering 4,000 kilome-
tres, cutting through eight American states - California, Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and Illinois - and
spanning three time zones.

Driving to Abu Dhabi’s highest peak

Meanwhile, 4,840 pictures per 1.6 kilometres were posted of Je-
bel Hafeet. Standing at the border between Al Ain and Oman, and
rising to a height of 1,249 metres, Jebel Hafeet is Abu Dhabi’s high-
est peak, and the second tallest mountain in the UAE. The craggy
limestone peak offers expansive views of Al Ain and has also been
the site of significant fossil discoveries.

“Despite the looming question over international travel, road
trips are still on the cards, thanks to the luxury and convenience
of our wheels,” says Jonathan Lingham, marketing director at Pen-
tagon Motor Group.

“As there are so many driving holiday destinations around the
globe, we were curious to find out which route is officially the
most beautiful. “It’s great to see so many bucket-list-worthy road
trips cropping up from all around the world - from the UK to Aus-
tralia, and Norway to the US. It proves that everyone can jump in
their car and embark on an epic adventure.”
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Blinken visit to Pope
will reset US-Vatican
ties after Trump years

VATICAN CITY

tion and to address the climate
crisis by raising and implement-
ing national emissions reduction
targets, for instance,” said Philip

“The question is ‘will the U.S.
let the Vatican be exempt from
criticising China just because of
its deal on the bishops’?” he told

servative Catholic journal that has been high-
ly critical of Pope Francis and whose editor

THE last time a U.S. secretary of state vis- in 2019 wrote a long critique titled “A Failing

ited the Vatican, the diplomatic sparks flew Papacy”. Reuters. Reeker, acting assistant secretary
and Pope Francis declined to receive Mike One Vatican official rebuked Pompeo for of state for European and Eura-
Pompeo. violating “one of the rules of diplomacy” by CLIMATE CHANGE sian affairs.

The Vatican will host world re-
ligious leaders and scientists be-
fore the United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP26) in
November in Britain, which many
expect the pope to attend.

In another scratchy moment,
the pope criticised Trump’s
pledge to build a wall along the
US.-Mexican border as “not
Christian”. Trump said it was “dis-
graceful” for the pope to question
his faith but later called him “a
wonderful guy”. They met at the
Vatican in 2017.

Blinken and Vatican officials
are also expected to discuss ways
to combat human trafficking and
encouraging debt relief for poor
countries.

When Antony Blinken meets the pope and
top Vatican officials on Monday, the new sec-
retary of state’s visit will put relations between
Washington and Holy See on a new footing.

It will also set the scene for a visit to the
pope by Joe Biden, only the second Catholic
U.S. president, expected for October.

The visit follows a conference at which
U.S. Roman Catholic bishops voted to draft a
statement on Communion that may admon-
ish Catholic politicians, including Biden, who
support abortion rights despite opposing the
practice personally.

Pompeo’s visit last September was widely
seen as a diplomatic blunder.

He irked the Vatican before arriving, saying
on Twitter and in an editorial that it was “en-
dangering its moral authority” by continuing
a bilateral deal with China over the appoint-
ment of bishops there.

making public demands. Another said his re-
quest for an audience with the pope was de-
nied because it was too close to the U.S. presi-
dential election and the Vatican did not want
it used for domestic political purposes.

“Pompeo did an own goal on China. The
way he broached it in such a brusque, ar-
rogant way made it easier for the Vatican to
justify the renewal of the deal,” said Massimo
Franco, a columnist for Italy’s Corriere della
Sera who has written extensively on U.S.-Vat-
ican relations.

“The Biden administration will be much
more subtle in reminding the Vatican about
freedom of religion in China,” Franco told Re-
uters. After NATO took a tough line on China
at Biden’s debut summit, Washington could
press the Vatican to be more outspoken on
human rights in China and Hong Kong, said
Alberto Melloni, an Italian Church historian

One of the main points of con-
tention between the Vatican and
the White House while Donald
Trump was US. president was
climate change. Trump was dis-
missive of the problem as he
dismantled climate policies and
regulations on fossil fuels.

The pope criticised Trump’s
withdrawal of the United States
from the 2015 Paris accord to
limit global warming. The Vati-
can welcomed Biden’s return to
the accord. Francis, who in May
received Biden’s climate envoy,
Roman Catholic John Kerry, has
urged nations to work together to
save the planet.

“We see working together (with
the Vatican) as an opportunity to

Pompeo published the editorial in a con-

and advisor to the European Commission.

raise countries’ collective ambi-

Agencies

China ready to forge closer BRI partnerships - Xi

CHINA stands ready to forge
even closer Belt and Road part-
nerships with various sides and
follow a path of unity, coopera-
tion, connectivity and joint de-
velopment to jointly promote
the building of a community
with a shared future for man-
kind, President Xi Jinping said
on Wednesday.

Xi (pictured) made the re-
mark in a written message
delivered at the Asia and Pa-
cific High-level Conference on
Belt and Road Cooperation, a
meeting that brought together
via video link over 30 parties,
including officials from Asia-
Pacific countries and represen-
tatives of international organi-
zations.

The president said he pro-
posed the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative with the aim of passing
down the Silk Road spirit and
jointly building an open coop-
eration platform to provide

fresh impetus for the coopera-
tion and development of differ-
ent nations.

Over the past eight years, 140
countries have signed coopera-
tive agreements with China on
jointly building the Belt and
Road, he noted.

The different parties in-
volved have proactively pro-
moted connectivity in policy,
infrastructure, trade and capi-
tal and brought people closer,
with a large number of projects
launched for pragmatic coop-
eration and public livelihoods,
Xi said. They have established
an all-round partnership of
connectivity and created a new
horizon for common develop-
ment, he said.

In the face of the sudden CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the different
sides involved have stood in
solidarity and pulled through
the difficult times together,
continuing to move forward

with the BRI and passing on
confidence and strength to the
international community, Xi
said.

The president reaffirmed
the principles of extensive
consultations and joint con-
tributions for shared benefits
during the joint building of

- = A -
the Belt and Road. It is impor-
tant to uphold an open, green,
clean and cooperative concept
and stay committed to a goal
of cooperation that pursues
high-standard and sustainable
development that benefits the
people, he said.

With China entering a new

development phase, carrying
out a new development phi-
losophy and fostering a new
development paradigm, the
nation will offer more market
opportunities and opportuni-
ties for investment and growth
for its Belt and Road partners,
Xi said. Agencies

Ex-Philippine president Aquino dies of renal failure at 61

MANILA

FORMER Philippine Presi-
dent Benigno Aquino, the son
of two of the Southeast Asian
country’s democracy icons,
died yesterday after being hos-
pitalized in Manila.

The 6l-year-old was presi-
dent of the Philippines from
2010 to 2016.

The cause of death was renal
disease as a result of diabetes,
his family said yesterday.

“It is with profound grief that
on behalf of our family, I am
confirming that our brother,

Benigno Noynoy Aquino III
died peacefully in his sleep. His
death certificate pronounced
his death at 6:30 am due to
renal disease secondary to dia-
betes,” the family said in a state-
ment read by Pinky Aquino
Abellada, one of four surviving
sisters of Aquino.

The presidential palace offers
condolences to his family and
asked Filipinos to pray.

Vice-President Leni Robredo,
who ran under the then Aqui-
no-led ruling party when elect-
ed in 2016, said it was “heart-
breaking” to hear of his death.

[ S

“He tried to do what was
right, even when it was not
popular,” she said in a state-
ment. “He worked quietly and
tirelessly for the good of every-
one. He will be missed.”

Known popularly as Noynoy,
he rode a wave of public sup-

port to the presidency after the
2009 death of his mother, the
revered “People Power” leader
Corazon Aquino, who was her-
self president from 1986 until
1992.

His namesake father, a sena-
tor who staunchly opposed the
rule of strongman Ferdinand
Marcos, was assassinated when
he returned home from politi-
cal exile in 1983.

The killing shocked the na-
tion and helped propel Marcos
out of office in the 1986 People
Power revolution and ushered
in his mother’s presidency.

Flags were flying at half mast
on the senate building and at
the House of Representatives in
Manila yesterday.

In a statement, Senator Imee
Marcos, daughter of the late
dictator, paid tribute to Aquino
for his “kind and simple soul”
and said he would be deeply
missed.

Aquino still carried a bullet
wound from a 1987 attempted
military coup against his moth-
er’s administration, during
which he was shot five times
and three of his bodyguards
were killed. Agencies

Merkel tells Putin Germany thankful

for ‘reconciliation hand’ after WWII
BERLIN

GERMAN Chancellor Angela Merkel had a telephone
conversation with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the
occasion of the 80th anniversary of the beginning of Nazi
Germany’s aggression against the former Soviet Union,
German cabinet’s spokesperson Steffen Seibert said on
Tuesday.

“The chancellor stressed that the sufferings caused by
crimes committed by Germans in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus,
and other former Soviet republics are felt by millions of
families. The chancellor is deeply thankful that so many
citizens of these countries extended a reconciliation hand
[to Germany],” he said.

According to the Kremlin press service, the telephone
conversation was initiated by the German side. It said
that Merkel “expressed feelings of empathy in light of the
countless scourges and tragedies which were brought by
the war started by the Nazi regime.”

Earlier in the day, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s ar-
ticle Being Open Despite the Past, timed for the 80th an-
niversary of the beginning of the Great Patriotic War, was
uploaded to the Kremlin’s website. The article was also
placed on the media resource Zeit Online. On Thursday, it
will appear in German in the weekly Die Zeit. The Russian
leader noted that Russia stands for resuming comprehen-
sive partnership with Europe. He also stressed that the en-
tire post-WWII history of Europe confirms that prosperity
and security can be achieved only through joint efforts of
all countries, including Russia.

Africa gains insights on development

PEOPLE-CENTERED policies coupled with good gov-
ernance and leadership as demonstrated by China could
help Africa eradicate poverty, experts and policymakers
said.

They found common ground during a webinar on Tues-
day that was jointly hosted by the China-Africa Institute,
the Chinese Mission to the African Union and the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

At the event, the Communist Party of China was praised
for its commitment to poverty alleviation and economic
development that resulted in the country winning its bat-
tle ahead of a schedule set out by the United Nations.

“Congratulations to the leadership, CPC and people of
China for having achieved the extraordinary results of
reaching the eradication of poverty, 10 years ahead of the
deadline that was set by the United Nations,” said Ngandu
Ilunga, ambassador of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo to Ethiopia, the AU and the UN Economic Commis-
sion for Africa.

Tang Lixia, a professor in rural development and policy
at the College of International Development and Global
Agriculture at China Agricultural University, said the pro-
portion of rural residents living below the poverty line in
China fell from 20.2 percent in 2012 to zero in 2020.

She said by the end of 2020, after more than four de-
cades of efforts, China had lifted 832 poor counties out of
extreme poverty.

Ilunga said Africa can learn a lot from China, helping to
inspire policymakers on the continent to put together pro-
grams that will help the AU Commission and the member
states to implement the best practice from China.

“China has demonstrated that good governance, good
leadership and mobilization of resources can certainly
lead to important results,” he said.

Ilunga said the leadership in Africa should learn from
China’s experiences, revisit their cultural values assess-
ment and ensure that people-centered inclusive programs
on poverty alleviation are fundamental to efforts to raise
living standards.

He said he hopes China can help Africa eradicate the
root causes of conflicts as well as build good governance
and stability so that programs such as poverty alleviation
can find a favorable environment to be fully implemented.

Concrete activities

“We look forward to these concrete activities trickling
down at country level, rural areas level and urban areas
which have the most populations and where there are
poverty alleviation and building inclusive prosperity chal-
lenges,” he said.

Albert Muchanga, the AU commissioner for trade and
industry, proposed that China through its ambassador to
the AU come up with a strategic program of collaboration
on poverty reduction in Africa for 2021-2030 to enable the
continent to meet the commitment of the UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goals.

“Through the programs we can have a leader champion
on poverty reduction in Africa, who would regularly re-
port to the peers on the efforts we are making to reduce
poverty and hunger in Africa by 2030,” he said.

Noting that the AU’s Agenda 2063 stipulates that from
2023 African economies must grow at a minimum of 7 per-
cent a year, Muchanga said the AU is open to partner with
China in realizing the target. Agencies

‘Woods+medicinal herb+beekeeping’ model increase people’s income while improving environment

THANKS to a
“woods+medicinal
herb+beekeeping” model,

which enables residents to
make the best of local geo-
graphical and resource advan-
tages in development, Wufeng
Tujia autonomous county in
Yichang city, central China’s
Hubei province, has harvested
a virtuous cycle of increasing
people’s income while improv-
ing ecological environment.
Qiaoping village, located in
high mountains to the west of
downtown Yichang, has 320
households and is a pioneer

in Wufeng Tujia autonomous
county to try the innovative
model.

In the past, residents in the
village relied on coal industry
for their livelihood. The num-
ber of coal mines of various siz-
es in the village once exceeded
20. Coal mining devastated
mountains, leaving dark holes
everywhere, said Deng Feng,
secretary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) branch of
Qiaoping village.

As the environment was
destroyed day by day, Deng
decided that coal mines must

be shut down. In this way, it be-
came necessary for the village
to help residents find other
ways to make a living after coal
mines were closed.

With an average altitude of
1,600 meters, a large tempera-
ture difference between night
and day, and abundant rainfall,
Qiaoping village has great nat-
ural conditions for the growth
of alpine plants.

Given the geographical and
resource advantages of Qiaop-
ing village, officials of the vil-
lage decided to try growing
medicinal herbs in the woods

and keeping bees near medici-

Keeping bees near Chinese
medicinal herbs has enabled

eastern honey bees.
“Our current

village. Last year, the annual
income is

nal herbs. Qiaoping village has
grown trees including Chinese
dove trees and golden cypress-
es, and medicinal herbs like
wild Gastrodia elata and Paris
polyphylla. In spring, as wild
flowers blanket mountains,
swarms of eastern honey bees
collect nectar.

“Medicinal herbs are shade-
loving plants. Many of them
prefer high altitudes and need
soil rich in humus. Good wood-
lands have exactly the ideal
conditions for the growth of
herbs,” Deng said.

local residents to increase
their income, and by gathering
nectar, honey bees can help
pollinate medicinal herbs and
boost their production, ac-
cording to Deng,.

Many residents in Qiaoping
village have grown Chinese
medicinal herbs in woods with
suitable conditions, and Han
Meiwu is one of them. Encour-
aged by village officials, Han
joined a cooperative of the vil-
lage, and started to plant Chi-
nese medicinal herbs and raise

something we couldn’t imag-
ine in the past,” said Han. The
villager’s family used to live
on a low income mainly from
growing traditional crops such
as corn and potatoes. Since
they started to grow Chinese
medicinal herbs and raise hon-
ey bees, the family has got rid
of poverty and moved in a new
house in two years.

The cooperative Han joined
was established by eight villag-
ers. It has attracted more than
100 households of Qiaoping

output value of the coopera-
tive reached nearly two million
yuan ($309,600).

By taking the lead in ex-
ploring new techniques for
seedling breeding and the cul-
tivation of Chinese medicinal
herbs and sharing them with
villagers, the cooperative has
enjoyed increasing appeal
among villagers. At present,
the acreage of woods with Chi-
nese medicinal herbs in Qiaop-
ing village has surpassed 4,000
mu (about 267 hectares).

People’s Daily
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Israel’s return to normal hits bump with virus surge

ISRAEL can expect to start donning
masks again and has put off the reopen-
ing of its borders to foreign tourists, its
bid to return to a post-COVID-19 normal
hobbled by a surge in infections linked
to the highly transmissible delta variant.

“A decision was taken that once we
had more than 100 new cases on aver-
age a week that we would reinstate the
wearing of masks in closed spaces,” pub-
lic health chief Sharon Alroy-Preis said,

according to the Ynet website.

“I imagine this will happen as soon
as Sunday given the very rapid trend
we’re seeing.” Mask-wearing had been

scrapped earlier this month.

New cases were down to the single
digits in mid-June, but this week topped

100 for three days straight.

Most of the new cases have been un-
vaccinated children and people return-
ing from abroad. Some of the sick had
been fully vaccinated with the Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine.

While the delta COVID-19 strain, first
reported in India, is the most infectious
to date, almost all cases in Israel have

mained open.

Benjamin Netanyahu.

nation campaign.

been asymptomatic or mild, and the
number of critically ill has remained \
around two dozen. Businesses have re-

Late Wednesday, Israel postponed the
reopening of its borders to foreign tour-
ism until Aug 1, a monthlong delay.

“We have decided to treat this as a
new outbreak. We intend to cut it off
here, take a pail of water and douse the
flames while they are still small,” Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett said Tuesday at
the national airport, which throughout
the pandemic has been a vector of the
disease. Bennett’s swift action pointed
to a lesson learned from Israel’s devas-
tating reopening of the economy after
its first lockdown, under then-premier

A low caseload led to an abandon-
ment of caution then, and new infec-
tions ballooned to more than 11,000 a
day, tamed only by further lockdowns
and the world’s most aggressive vacci-

More than half of Israel’s population
has been inoculated. Israel approved
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A boy receives a dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at the Clalit Healthcare Services in the Israeli city of

GUEZ / AFP)

vaccines for 12- to 15 year-olds
early this month, but only
several thousands have been
immunized.

The number of active coro-
navirus cases in Israel has

more than tripled in the past two
weeks, the ministry of health said
Wednesday.

A total of 146 new coronavirus
cases were reported on Wennes-
day, raising the total caseload in

Holon near Tel Aviv on June 21, 2021, as Israel begins coronavirus vaccination campaign for 12 to 15-year-olds. (JACK

the country to 840,225.

The death toll from the virus re-
mained unchanged at 6,428, and
the number of patients in serious
condition remained 26, out of 50
hospitalized patients. Agencies

Russia summons British envoy, to issue tough demarche over warship incident - diplomat

MOsCow

BRITISH Ambassador to Russia
Deborah Bronnert has been sum-
moned to the Russian Foreign Min-
istry yesterday over the incident
with the British destroyer HMS
Defender in the Black Sea, and a
tough demarche will be delivered
to her, Russian Foreign Ministry
Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
told Rossiya-24 TV channel.

“We said yesterday that the Brit-
ish envoy would be summoned.
She will be in the Foreign Ministry

today. A tough demarche will be is-
sued to her,” Zakharova (pictured)
stated.

The diplomat stressed that
the upcoming meeting would be
unpleasant for the British side.
“Such rude moves should receive
a respective response,” Zakharova
pointed out.

Zakharova also drew attention
to the contradictions in the British
side’s interpretation of the situa-
tion.

“At first, they said that there was
nothing at all. Later it was stated

that the Russian side was report-
ing the events incorrectly, and then
they started speaking about some
innocent passage of [the destroy-
er],” she explained.

A BBC reporter shared some

facts with the corporation, which
he saw and heard with his own
eyes and ears. “Some weird situa-
tion occurred and here it’s evident
that [London] lies. But we often see
and catch our Western partners
red-handed. Apparently, London is
the best performer here.”

On June 23, the Russian Defense
Ministry said that the Black Sea
Fleet, acting in cooperation with
the border guard force of the Rus-
sian Federal Security Service (FSB),
stopped a violation of the state bor-
der by the British destroyer HMS

Defender off Crimea’s Cape Fio-
lent. The destroyer ventured three
kilometers into Russia’s territorial
waters. A border guard patrol ship
fired warning shots and a Sukhoi-
24M  bomber dropped bombs
ahead of the destroyer. After that,
the HMS Defender left Russia’s ter-
ritorial waters.

The Russian Defense Ministry
later described the British ship’s ac-
tions as a gross violation of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea
and urged the British side to inves-
tigate the crew’s actions. Agencies
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Russia hopes to hold

strategic stability

consultations with US

in July, says diplomat
SOCHI

CONSULTATIONS between Rus-
sia and the United States on strate-
gic stability can take place in July,
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkov said yesterday.

“I very much hope for that. We
do not conceal that we are inter-
ested in this event to take place
without delays,” the senior Rus-
sian diplomat said, responding to
a question about whether the first
round of consultations with the
United States on strategic stability
could take place in July.

“The logic itself suggests this.
These are complex issues and time
is running out. The United States
has its own internal calendar, and
midterm elections will take place
next year.

They [the Americans] have not
yet completed their analytical
work on reviewing and, perhaps,
somewhat re-assessing various as-
pects of nuclear policy.

But this should not impede us
from starting to discuss substantive
issues, all the more so as assess-
ments of the situation, including its
crisis aspects and risks existing in
this sphere need to be discussed,”
the high-ranking Russian diplomat
explained.

Russia and the United States also
need to discuss, how the sides will
organize their work, he stressed.

“It would be wrong to delay the
launch of this dialogue,” Ryabkov
said. Agencies

Probe into Native American schoo

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklaho-
ma The US government will
investigate its past oversight
of Native American boarding
schools to “uncover the truth
about the loss of human life
and the lasting consequenc-
es” of policies that broke up
families, US Interior Secre-
tary Deb Haaland said on
Tuesday.

The unprecedented work
will include compiling and
reviewing records to identify
past boarding schools, locate
known and possible burial
sites at or near those schools,
and uncover the names and
tribal affiliations of students,
Haaland said.

“To address the intergen-
erational impact of Indian
boarding schools and to pro-
mote spiritual and emotional
healing in our communities,
we must shed light on the un-
spoken traumas of the past no
matter how hard it will be,”
she said.

A member of New Mexico’s
Laguna Pueblo and the first
Native American to serve as
a cabinet secretary, Haaland
outlined the initiative while
addressing members of the
National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians at the group’s
midyear conference.

Starting with the Indian
Civilization Act of 1819, the
United States enacted laws
and policies to establish and
support Indian boarding
schools across the nation. For
over 150 years, indigenous
children were taken from
their communities and forced
into boarding schools that fo-
cused on assimilation.

Haaland talked about the
federal government’s at-
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US Interior Secretary Deb Haaland speaks during a news briefing at the White House in Washington on April

23, 2021. (File photo)

tempt to wipe out tribal iden-
tity, language and culture and
how that past has continued
to manifest itself through
long-standing trauma, cycles
of violence and abuse, pre-
mature deaths, mental health
issues and substance abuse.

The recent discovery of
children’s remains buried
at the site of what was once
Canada’s largest indigenous
residential school has magni-
fied interest in the troubling
legacy both in Canada and
the United States.

In Canada, more than
150,000 First Nations chil-
dren were required to at-
tend state-funded Christian
schools as part of a program
to assimilate them into soci-
ety. They were forced to con-
vert to Christianity and were
not allowed to speak their
languages. Many were beaten
and verbally abused, and up
to 6,000 are said to have died.

Statistics cited

After reading about the
unmarked graves in Canada,
Haaland recounted her own
family’s story in a recent opin-
ion article published by The
Washington Post.

Haaland cited statistics
from the National Native
American Boarding School
Healing Coalition, which re-
ported that by 1926, more
than 80 percent of indigenous
school-age children were at-
tending boarding schools that
were run either by the federal
government or religious orga-
nizations. Besides providing
resources and raising aware-
ness, the coalition has been
working to compile addition-
al research on US boarding
schools and deaths that many
say is sorely lacking.

Interior Department of-
ficials said that aside from
trying to shed more light on

the loss of life at the boarding
schools, they will be working
to protect burial sites associ-
ated with the schools and will
consult with tribes on how
best to do that while respect-
ing families and communities.

As part of the initiative, a fi-
nal report from agency staff is
due by April 1, 2022.

Chuck Hoskin Jr., principal
chief of the Cherokee Na-
tion in Oklahoma, which had
about 80 boarding schools,
called the announcement en-
couraging and said anything
that can be done to address
those “troubling chapters of
history” is a positive thing.

“I hope we don't discover
gruesome incidents like were
discovered in Canada. I just
think it’s good in this country
to have conversations about
what happened to Native
American children,” Hoskin
said.

Agencies

t President Biden unveils new anti-crime

strategy amid soaring gun violence in US

WASHINGTON,

U.S. President Joe Biden
on Wednesday launched
a new crime prevention
strategy amid soaring gun
violence across the country,
focusing on illegal sale of
firearms, law-breaking gun
dealers and better commu-
nity support.

“Crime historically rises
during the summer and as
we emerge from this pan-
demic, with the country
opening back up again, the
traditional summer spike
may even be more pro-
nounced than it tradition-
ally would be,” Biden said
in a speech from the White
House.”Folks, this (gun vio-
lence) shouldn’t be a red or
blue issue,” Biden said. “It’s
an American issue.”

The president said that cit-
ies and states can use their
portions of 350 billion U.S.
dollars in direct aid from the
COVID-19 rescue plan, which
was approved by Congress
in March, to enhance public
safety, including hiring more
police officers and other law
enforcement officials.

Public schools can also
use their share of 122 billion
dollars in rescue money in
community violence inter-
vention programs and oth-
er public safety strategies,
Biden said.

“This is not a time to turn
our backs on law enforce-
ment or our communities,”
said the president, distanc-
ing himself from progres-
sive calls for “defunding the
police.”

Under the plan, the U.S.

p

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives
will revoke federal licens-
es of gun dealers the first
time they violate the fed-
eral law.

Violations could include
selling firearms to a pro-
hibited buyer, failing to
run required background
checks and falsifying fire-
arm transaction forms or
other records.

The Justice Department
plans to create multi-ju-
risdictional “firearms traf-
ficking strike forces” to
reduce the illegal flow of
firearms to high-crime ar-
eas like New York City, Chi-
cago, Los Angeles, Wash-
ington D.C.,, and the Bay
Area. “So legal guns sold
from the backdoor of a gun
shop in Virginia don’t end
up in a murder scene in
Baltimore,” Biden said.

The Biden administra-
tion is collaborating with
15 jurisdictions that have
seen high rates of gun
crime to bolster community
violence intervention pro-
grams.

Among the partner locales
are Chicago, Atlanta, Aus-
tin, Baltimore, Baton Rouge,
Los Angeles, Detroit and St.
LouisThe strategy also in-
cludes Labor Department
programs to expand sum-
mer employment and pro-
grams for youth and to help
formerly imprisoned people
enter the workforce.

“We know that summer
jobs, training and recreation
for young people work,”
Biden said. “They help make
sure young people pick up a
paycheck instead of a pistol.”

The president again urged
Congress to pass sweep-
ing gun control legislations,
including an expansion of
background checks for fire-
arm purchases and a fed-
eral ban on assault weap-
ons, though little progress
on those policies has been
made in the evenly split Sen-
ate. Ahead of Biden’s speech,
Attorney General Merrick
Garland met with a group of
local law enforcement offi-
cials and community leaders
in the White House.

The murder rate in the
country rose from five mur-
ders per 100,000 people
in 2019 to roughly 6.2 per
100,000 in 2020, though still
well below the rates of previ-
ous decades, showed prelim-
inary data from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.A
sample of 37 US. cities
with data for the first three
months of this year saw an
18 percent spike in murders
compared with the same
time period in 2020, accord-
ing to a New York Times re-
port. Xinhua

Africa may not achieve affordable, clean energy goal - report

ADDIS ABABA

A new study unveiled by the
Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) has reported that 600 mil-
lion people in Africa do not have
access to electricity, while 900
million have no access to clean
cooking fuel.

The study, unveiled on Tuesday
during a virtual ministerial meet-
ing, was entitled “Energy Prices in
Africa: Transition towards Clean
Energy for Africa’s Industrializa-
tion.”

Fewer than half the population

in 24 countries have access
to electricity, according to
an ECA statement issued
Wednesday.

The report said Liberia,
Malawi, the Central Affi-
can Republic, Burundi,
and South Sudan have
stagnated or reversed in
electricity access. Coun-
tries like Nigeria and Ethi-
opia reportedly have the
biggest electricity access
deficits.”There’s no way
Africa can build forward

better if we do not make
adequate investments in
energy and ensure afford-
able access for all,” said
ECA Executive Secretary
Vera Songwe.

The United Nations
under-secretary-general
urged countries to ensure
that there’s cost reflective
pricing in the energy sec-
tor.

Moderating the session,
Oliver Chinganya, director
of the African Center for

Statistics (ACS) noted that
the access to cheap and
clean energy is an essen-
tial component of Africa’s
transformation and indus-
trialization.

“In the context of Af-
CFTA deployment and
implementation, supply-
ing economies with af-
fordable fuel is integral
to supporting actions for
faster achievement of the
Sustainable Development
Goals and Africa’s Agenda

2063,” Chinganya said, re-
ferring to the African Con-
tinental Free Trade Agree-
ment.

The report deplores
the fact that Africa relies
mainly on fossil fuels and
biomes instead of diversi-
fying its primary energy
supply, given its plethora
of resources.

“Households use 86 per-
cent of biofuel and waste
energy for cooking, while
the transport sector con-

sumes 78 percent of oil.
Natural gas is mainly used
in industrial sector,” it said.

In his presentation,
Anthony Monganeli Mehl-
wana, an ECA economic af-
fairs officer, pointed to the
urgent need to invest in
electricity infrastructure,
diversify electricity supply
and embrace modern re-
newables.

He said “high energy
production costs, trans-
mission and distribution

losses, at 18-25 percent, means
that utilities need to be constantly
bailed out and subsidies imple-
mented for users.”

According to the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 7 track-
ing report, at this rate, Africa will
not meet the SDG 7 targets due to
limited supply and access to elec-
tricity.

About 40 billion US. dollars
worth of investments per year is
needed to meet the continent’s en-
ergy needs.

Xinhua
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Tanga Women Combine’s captain, Hudaa Mnsho (L) receives the best player of the clash prize from
Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA)'s official, Eunice Moyo, shortly after the cricketer's team faced Dar
Women Combine in this season’s National Women T20 Championship in Tanga early this week. PHOTO:

COURTESY OF TCA

Tanga Women Combine demolish
Dar Women Combine in National
Women T20 Championship

By Guardian Reporter

TANGA Women Combine’s cricketers
have boosted their pursuit of the 2021
National Women T20 Championship top
honour after notching a nine-wicket win
over Dar Women Combine in Tanga on
Wednesday.

The tournament hosts have, as a result,
won five out of six games they have taken
part in to take hold on the top spot, settling
for a 1.3306 net run rate.

They have so far suffered a loss in only
one clash, conceding a three-wicket loss t
Moro Women Combine on Tuesday.

In the Wednesday duel, Dar Women
Combine went in to bat first, recording 120
runs and losing six wickets in 20 overs.

They had opted for a slight tactical
change in their batting unit, as skipper
Neema Justine, who regularly plays as an
opener, was pushed to number five.

Irene Ramadhan was deployed as the
opening batter in the game and she linked
with fellow opener, Monica Paschal.

Both openers, nevertheless, hardly had a
good game, given they were dismissed after
mere two overs, leaving the team with 13
runs and two wickets taken.

The experienced Monica exited for duck,
she was caught by Tanga Women Combine’s
wicket-keeper, Swaumu Deo, from Nasra
Nassoro’s bowling.

Irene was, a few minutes later, run out by
Nasra from Jenipher Gabriel’s bowling, with
the batter recording four runs.

Top order batter, Nasra Hamza, deployed
at number three, had Dar Women Combine,
thereafter, seeking to stay in control with
her 41 runs, clearing the boundary once.

Mwanaidi Ibrahim, once again, made her
experience count as she executed skilful
shots and helped Dar Women Combine
wade off Tanga Women Combine bowlers’
challenge.

The experienced batter ended with an

impressive score, in which she notched 39 runs,
cracking five fours.

Neema made her presence felt with a solid
showing, ending with 23 runs.

Zena Hassan and Happy George made their
way back to the pavilion with the bat in hand,
with Zena notching five runs not out, clearing
the boundary once.

Tanga Women Combine’s Nasra had the most
wickets, ending with three wickets in four overs.

Tanga Women Combine, led by captain
Hudaa Mrisho, thereafter, smoothly mounted a
successful chase, notching 121 runs, losing one
wicket in 18 overs.

Hudaa, who had opened the hosts’ innings,
was in good form, catapulting them to the win
in grand fashion.

The opener surpassed the half-century mark
and went on t notch 66 runs not out, clearing
the boundary on five occasions.

Dar Women Combine briefly delayed Tanga
Women Combine’s chase with the other opener
Swaumu Godfrey’s dismissal, she had notched
12 runs in her short stint.

Jenipher, deployed at number three,
partnered Hudaa to make certain of the chase,
notching 31 runs not out, which included a
boundary.

Hudaa was presented with the best player o
the tie’s prize for her impressive displays with
the bat.

Second-placed Dar Women Combine has,
thus, suffered defeat in two outings, settling for
a 0.6148 net run rate.

Arusha Women Combine’s cricketers were set
t lock horns with Moro Women Combine in the
second match of the day.

Four regional outfits, namely Arusha Women
Combine, Dar es Salaam Women Combine,
Morogoro Women Combine, and Tanga Women
Combine, take part in the showpiece overseen
by Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA).

The TCA is as well using the showpiece to
select players set to form the national U-19
women squad which will take part in the coming
ICC Africa U-19 Women showdown.

Tokyo 2020 organisers ban alcohol, defend allowing spectators

TOKYO

WITH 30 days to go until the start of an
Olympic Games dogged by the coronavirus
pandemic and by controversy, Tokyo Olympics
organizers decided on Wednesday against
selling alcohol at venues while defending
plans to allow thousands of spectators.

Media reports that organizers were
considering allowing alcohol consumption in
Olympics venues provoked a public outcry
earlier this week, with the hashtag “cancel the
Olympic Games” garnering tens of thousands
of tweets.

“Following experts’ advice, the organizing
committee decided against selling and
drinking alcohol drinks at the venues so as to
prevent spread of infections,” Tokyo Olympics
President Seiko Hashimoto told reporters,

adding that sponsor Asahi Breweries agreed
with the decision to ban alcohol sales.

Alcohol sales have been restricted in and
around Tokyo after health officials warned
drinking would encourage close contact,
loud speaking and mingling in bars that
could help spread the virus.

Earlier, Hashimoto defended the
organizers’ decision to allow spectators
into Olympic venues.

Japanese medical experts said last
Friday that banning spectators was the
least risky option but also included in
their report recommendations on how
to host the Games if spectators were
admitted.

Organizers said on Monday up to 10,000
domestic spectators would be allowed into
venues. Foreign visitors are banned.

SPORTS

How social media is beginning to rewrite
the rules for entertainers, youths generally

By Correspondent Michael Eneza

A routine chatter moment at a morn-
ing FM radio station roundtable may
have been nothing more than that to its
participants, as another moment to pay
attention to what is being said on social
media, especially on Twitter and What-
sApp for networking groups, etc.

The focal point was the attitude shown
by an intimate friend and now apparent-
ly an expectant father after his girlfriend,
an entertainer named ‘Tunda’ by her
fans, announced she is pregnant and the
fellow is her partner.

Participants expressed admiration
for the guy’s achievement, to bring the
still vibrant young woman to accept the
pregnancy, insisting it was not an acci-
dent.

That sort of reception of pregnancy is
what can be called the ‘third wave’ of so-
cial media altering and in a sense perma-
nently changing social norms, as up to
now the chatter has been around fidelity
and non-fidelity among people who date
or live together.

In the latter context it was still expect-
ed that the two entertainers if they do
not live together would eventually do so,
and in that context have a kid or two.

Not many would be asking when they
would ‘bless’ that marriage as that would
be going rather far, given the fact that
the attention of their fans and onlookers
or colleagues is a steady friendship, not
rituals.

It is unclear if these values will some-
day be transmitted to entertainers in the
West, or perhaps to emerge as a rule,
that the acme of a relationship is to have
a child so that the lien is anchored in
memory forever.

Its opposite is a strictly playful affinity
that may last long or short depending on
circumstances, but it has little to be re-
membered for, even if it lasted for one
decade, and that is what seems to be the
norm in many instances, especially in
developed or rich countries where birth
rates are plummeting, and powerful or
busy women find it hard to have kids.

It is not the norm totally if one has
heard of the Kardashians, etc.

Already China is facing the threat of an
aging population, and surprisingly, just
one year after it signaled to youths that
two children per family are not bad, it
has now upped the ante to say that three
children are alright.

Still, even the likelihood of two chil-

Tukuyu Sound Band's artists showcase thelr sklIIs at the troupe’s show, which took place in
Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: SABATO KASIKA

dren is at a low ebb based on what observers notice,
that there is no hurry whatsoever, indeed any urge to
go in that direction, as kids ordinarily cement links with
one’s parents rather than with a partner.

With entertainers there has to be a different source of
energy or impetus to ‘cross the river and have a child,
as it is next to being married, tied to someone perma-
nently.

tual respect and trust, but
only with real young girls
can one expect to find a
traditional wife.

So this social media
event is likely to be a role
model or path breaker in
the Magufuli era of Tan-

When attention is given to other roadblocks, like the zanian society, where
50-50 work and rank distribution paradigm, which has  all young girls who can
to apply to music as well, it is unclear how an entertain- understand  secondary
er who wants to be on the stage and compete will get school lessons will find a
the will and impetus for procreation. seat there and study:.

There has to be fervent friendship bordering on mar-
riage and which thus needs to be cemented by having a
kid, as in entertainment and many other fields parents
are no longer around to praise a pregnancy.

Instead, such announcements are being put to social
media and elicit a variety of reactions depending upon
the popularity of that individual, and the young artiste
is important.

What is not being noticed is that this social media
parameter just adds to other phenomena that are on
the verge of totally changing the old society, though the
latter model is still vibrant about school norms for in-
stance.

The only area where pregnancy is held in controver-
sy is when it strikes a schoolgirl, as in that context aspi-
rations and ability to achieve them are unquestioningly
disturbed.

Yet not many have signaled that girls who have chil-
dren early in life stand a chance of a more deliberate
approach to life than those who skip their most present-
able or vibrant age, as later suitors start drying up if one
has to finish university and well beyond for such intima-
tions to start.

With adults one can have relationships based on mu-

It is prohibited to seek
they are being attached
to some enterprising and
ready to deliver fellow,
that is, who can promptly
place the right number
of cows or write enough
zeroes on a paycheck, for
the father to be elated
enough to take the girl out
of school, that is history.

What was not pro-
grammed at the time
when universal second-
ary school came up was
that it pushes Tanzania to
modernity, where girls are
forbidden to marry when
they are wanted most,
and if they can have their
say at 26, fewer men will
be interested.

Serengeti Blasters maintain impressive run
in 2021 TCA Dar es Salaam U-18 tourney

By Guardian Reporter

SERENGETI Blasters’ youngsters
have kept on putting pressure on the
2021 Tanzania Cricket Association
(TCA) Dar es Salaam U-18 Tournament’s

leaders, Manyara Heroes, after
trouncing Mikumi Hitters by 35 runs in
the city on Tuesday.

Serengeti Blasters had the chance
to bat first, posting 113 runs for nine
wickets in 20 overs.

Sayan Vijay Jobanputra, who had
opened the innings, was five runs short
of a half-century as expressed their
plan to post an imposing total known.

The opening batsman nailed three
fours in his stint.

Two quick dismissals o the team’s
top order batsmen had seen them
reach 22 runs after 3.5 overs.

Abubakar Juma, slotted in at number
three, could only end up notching six
runs, he was trapped for leg before
wicket by Mikumi Hitters’ Abdulrazak
Mohamed.

Captain Ally Hafidh that had a great
day at the crease in a past clash chipped
in with 16 runs against Mikumi Hitters.

Arnold Tarimo as well notched a
two-digit score, given he notched 15
runs consisting of two fours.

Omary Seleman was three runs short
of a two-digit figure, ending with not
out showing, as was the case for Ashiri
Hamisi that scored two runs not out.

Mikumi Hitters’ captain, Emmanuel
Laurent, had the most wickets, he
ended with three wickets, giving away
runs in three overs.

Mohamed and Darpan Jobanputra
were the other bowlers with impressive
stints, as they ended with two wickets
apiece.

Mohamed bowled three overs and
gave away 14 runs, settling for 4.67 in
economy rate.

Jobanputra gave away 30 runs in
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Serengeti Blasters’ cricketer, Sayun Jobunputra (L), poses for a photo with Tanzania Cricket
Association (TCA) information officer, Atif Salim, after the cricketer had been presented with
the best player of the tie's prize when his side faced Mikumi Hitters in this season’s Tanzania
Cricket Association (TCA) Dar es Salaam U-18 Tournament’s game which took place on
Tuesday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TCA

four overs, ending with a 7.50 economy rate.

Serengeti Blasters solidly defended their total, as they restricted Mikumi Hitters
to 78 runs, dropping nine wickets in 20 overs, during the latter’s turn with the bat.

They got off to a wobbly start, losing their opening batsmen in the opening over.

Abdulgadir Jivajee ended with 10 runs, clearing the boundary twice, as Serengeti
Blasters continued putting pressure on Mikumi Hitters’” batting unit.

Ali Raza Asghar, deployed as middle-order batsmen, was, in the end, the outfit’s
top run-getter as he notched 19 runs, nailing a four.

Mikumi Hitters’ remaining batsmen could not withstand Serengeti Blasters’
onslaught, making their way back in quick succession.

Darpan was four runs short of a two-digit figure, with his stint ending with the
batsman cracking a boundary.

Mikumi Hitters” hopes of mounting a successful chase went up in smokes after low
order batsman Salman Yasser’s exit.

The dismissal had left them with 78 runs after 19.6 overs with nine wickets taken.

Serengeti Blasters’ Dylan Manish Thakrar posted two wickets, as was the case for
Sayan Vijay Jobanputra, in their respective four-over spells.
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Celeb-targeting cat burglar
suspects go on trial in Paris

PARIS

A GANG of cat burglars accused
of scaling buildings to steal millions
in jewellery, fashion items and other
valuables from the rich and famous,
including Paris Saint-Germain foot-
ball star Thiago Silva, went on trial
in the French capital on Wednes-
day.

The group of seven men and one
woman is believed to have burgled
not just top players from the PSG
team, but also music and TV per-
sonalities.

Silva -- the PSG captain at the
time but who now plays for Chel-
sea - returned home after a first
division match on December 23,
2018 to find his safe, jewellery and
watches worth a combined 1.2 mil-
lion euros ($1.4 million) were gone.

Surveillance camera footage
showed two men climbing up a
drainpipe and entering Silva’s man-
sion through a French window.
Minutes later, they reappeared car-
rying their loot in a backpack and a
suitcase they took from the house.

Less than a month earlier anoth-
er PSG player, Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting, was burgled of 600,000
euros worth of leather goods and
jewellery while he was on the
pitch playing a Champions League
match - a theft prosecutors say
some of the defendants carried out.

The investigation first led police
to two potential suspects, and then

a third. Thanks to phone taps and
tails on the three, police identified
a group of seven men in their 20s
based in a Paris neighbourhood
known as the Goutte d'Or (Drop of
Gold), and the two vehicles they
used.

After arresting them in August
2019, police came to believe that the
gang had also carried out a burglary
ayear earlier at the home of French
rapper Elie Yaffa, better known as
Booba.

Operating in units of two, three
or four, they are also suspected of
stealing from the homes of TV host
Patrick Sebastien, celebrity chef
Jean-Pierre Vigato and an unnamed
wealthy Saudi national, taking a
combined 4.2 million euros worth
of goods.

Meanwhile, police seized brace-
lets, rings, watches and bags in the
flat of a young woman in Aubervil-
liers, a northeastern suburb of the
capital, with some items identified
by their rightful owners.

The detectives also found weap-
ons, bulletproof vests a hydraulic
jack and a crowbar in the apart-
ment.

At first the suspects denied every-
thing. But over the past year, inves-
tigators made inroads on the gang,
with members admitting to some
of the accusations, or claiming that
they were only on lookout while
others carried out the thefts.

AFP

Li in line to continue in
China’s impossible job

BEIJING

CHINAs success-hungry football
fans place crushing demands on the
national team and no one knows that
better than the current coach, for-
mer Everton midfielder Li Tie.

Since President Xi Jinping, an
avid football fan, said in 2011 that his
dream was for China to qualify for,
host and then win the World Cup,
that pressure has only intensified.

World Cup winner Marcello Lip-
pi was made one of the best paid
coaches in the world to achieve goal
number one, but walked away in No-
vember 2019 following a damaging
2-1loss against Syria.

Li stepped up to succeed him and
turned around China’s fortunes and
a run of four straight wins secured a
place in the July 1 draw for the final
round of Asia’s preliminaries for the
2022 World Cup.

That means the country’s hopes of
a first World Cup appearance since
their debut in 2002 remains alive as
the Chinese set their sights on secur-
ing one of the four guaranteed Asian
berths available in Qatar.

Li's ascent into the top job was long
predicted after an apprenticeship
served under Lippi at both Guang-
zhou Evergrande and China, and he
has been quick to credit the Italian
for his growth as a coach.

“T'd like to pay tribute to Marcello
Lippi and thank him for the years
he helped the team and me,” the
44-year-old said.

Li has not always been so trusted
by the country’s football establish-
ment and he understands how
quickly plaudits can turn into brick-
bats.

As a highly-rated prospect, the
Shenyang-born player was part of a
development squad sent to Brazil to
hone their talents before ultimately
captaining his nation at the 1997 FIFA
World Youth Championships.

Expectations were high but the
youngsters fell short in Malaysia,
crashing out in the group phase to
prompt a savage backlash from fans.

The scorn poured on them, how-
ever, would pale in comparison to
the vilification later the same year as
China -- with Li increasingly promi-
nent in the side -- missed out on qual-
ification for the 1998 World Cup.

That failure haunted the Chinese
until Bora Milutinovic steered the
country to the 2002 World Cup, but
the dark days were soon to return.

Aloss in the final of the 2004 Asian
Cup to Japan was followed by a series
of flops which saw China humiliat-
ingly miss out on a place in the final
round of Asia’s World Cup qualifying
competitions for the 2006 finals.

Li retired from the international
stage in 2007 but China’s struggles
continued as the country made early
exits from qualifying for the next two
World Cups.

After taking up the assistant
coach’s role under Lippi in Guang-
zhou in 2012, Li took his first steps as
a head coach at big-spending Hebei
China Fortune in 2015 and initially
impressed before being replaced by
Manuel Pellegrini.

His coaching apprenticeship con-
tinued with Wuhan Zall, where he
won China’s second division title in
2018 before leaving to take on what is
arguably one of the more high-pres-
sured jobs in world football.

REUTERS

Benzema delighted to lift ‘pressure’
with first goals since France return

PARIS

KARIM Benzema said he was de-
lighted to score his first goals for
France since 2015 against Portugal
on Wednesday, as there was “a little
pressure” on him across the coun-
try.

The Real Madrid striker was
brought back for Euro 2020 by
coach Didier Deschamps after a
five-and-a-half year exile from in-
ternational football over his alleged
role in a blackmail plot.

Benzema failed to score in his
first four matches since return-
ing for France, who won the 2018
World Cup without him.

But he netted a first-half penalty
in the final Group F game against
Portugal before slotting in a second
to end his long wait.

“Alot of joy, alot of pride,” he said
to BelN Sports.

“I think everyone was waiting for
it. There was a little pressure on me
from all over the country but I'm a
footballer, a professional -- I need
that pressure.”

A 2-2 draw, which also saw Cris-
tiano Ronaldo score twice to equal
the all-time international goalscor-
ing record, sent France through as
group winners.

Deschamps’ men will face Swit-
zerland in the last 16 on Monday in
Bucharest.

“He (Benzema) was looking for
that. He hasn’t lost his confidence,
or mine,” Deschamps told TFI.

“We will recover well and then
we’'ll prepare for that (Switzerland
game) as well as possible.”

AFP
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Euro 2020: Why Germany are lucky to be in the knockouts against England

By Gabriele Marcotti, Senior Writer, ESPN
FC

GERMANY are alive. Not just that,
but their reward is one of the juici-
est - in terms of history and hype -
matches that the game has to offer: a
Euro 2020 knockout game at Wemb-
ley against England. How about that?

Fundamentally, though, Germany
are still alive because having been
outplayed, out-thought and out-
fought by Hungary, Jogi Low turned
to the only tonic remaining in his
medicine kit. It was the equivalent of
pulling your goalie off the ice in hock-
ey, or sending out five receivers and
chucking a Hail Mary in American
football: keep substituting defensive
players for attacking players and pray
that someone does something.

Essentially, cross your fingers and
walk away a fool or a king. Or, more
accurately in this case, a fallen sage,
whose sophisticated plans turned to
dust and who was ultimately saved by
the bluntest of tactical instruments.

When Leon Goretzka’s deflected
shot skimmed off Hungary keeper
Peter Gulacsi’s foot and into the goal,
there were six minutes to go. Six min-
utes until Germany made history:
Never before had they fallen at the
first hurdle in two consecutive major
tournaments. There were also six for-
wards on the pitch - twice the num-
ber Germany had begun the game
with.

After the goal -- when momentum
did a 180-degree turn, as it so often
does at this stage of tournament foot-
ball, and Hungary were now the ones
needing a score to avoid elimination
- Germany finished with a back four
that featured a winger (Leroy Sane)
and a striker (Timo Werner) at full-
back.

Rightly or wrongly, international
football is a game of stereotypes:
Brazil is creative, Italy is defensive,
Colombia is flaky, Uruguay is tough
as rusty nails. Germany’s label had
always been one of staid solidity and
reliability. Even when they transi-
tioned to a more creative, high-ener-
gy style in the modern era, and even

—

Joachim Low

when they weren't particularly good,
there was always a plan: There was
rarely desperation and hit-and-hope.
Yet there was plenty of it in Munich
on Wednesday night under the driv-
ing rain.

So much of what worked in the 4-2
win over Portugal was nowhere to be
seen. The wingback duo of Robin Gos-
ens and Joshua Kimmich, so devastat-
ing against Cristiano Ronaldo’s crew,
was largely silenced by an organised
back five that ensured neither was af-
forded much space.

So much of what did not work was,
again, painfully evident. Matthias
Ginter and Mats Hummels will get the
blame for letting Adam Szalai sneak
between them and drive his header
into the wet pitch and past Manuel
Neuer after 11 minutes, but they’re not
alone. Watch it again: There are eight
German players behind the ball when
Roland Sallai hits his ball into the box.
Hungary had just won the ball back
in transition. There is no way that
should have happened.

Germany went into the break
stunned, having produced nothing
other than a Hummels strike off the
woodwork. It was as if they were
sleepwalking, numbed by a Hungary
side who will be going home early
but deserve a ton of credit. They were
written off by everyone (including
yours truly) in part because they were
the 19th-ranked team in the tour-
nament, in part because they were

without their best player, the injured
Dominik Szoboszlai, in part because
they were in a group with the reign-
ing European champions, Portugal,
they reigning World Cup champions,
France and yes, Germany, who rarely
screw things up two tournaments in
arow.

Instead this team, featuring just
four guys who ply their trade in a “Big
Five” European league, held Portugal
to a 0-0 draw until six minutes from
time, had held France to a 1-1 draw
and were beating Germany in Germa-
ny. Their coach, Marco Rossi, an Ital-
ian globetrotter as a player - he was
the first Italian to play in the Bundes-
liga and had played for Club America
in Mexico, where he was managed by
one Marcelo Bielsa - who had spent
the past decade in Hungary, was
working miracles.

Low needed a miracle of his own,
because little was working. The back
three creaked at every counterattack.
Ilkay Gundogan was overrun in the
middle of the park.

The front three of Kai Havertz,
Serge Gnabry and Sane (who was
picked ahead of Thomas Muller)
looked like they had met just before
kickoff via one of those pick-up soc-
cer apps. Instead, he got a spot of
good fortune as Gulacsi flailed on an
innocuous ball into the box, Hum-
mels’ big head sent it goal-wards and
Havertz was there to poke it in.

Normality restored? Yes, for about

as long as it takes you to swipe twice
on Instagram. Because Hungary
manoeuvred the ball from the kick-
off, Szalai hooked a through ball to
Andreas Schaefer steaming in from
deep, and he beat Manuel Neuer
to make it 2-1. Germany were going
home (or rather, given that they were
in Munich, staying home). Again.

Low must have felt like the guy who
finds out his lottery scratch-off has
won him $100,000, only to see it slip
out of his hands and into a manhole
just as he’s celebrating. There was
nothing left to do at that point but
bring the house. Leon Goretzka had
come on a few minutes earlier; he'd
be joined by Werner, Mueller, Jamal
Musiala and Kevin Volland. The more,
the merrier.

It worked. They won, and they live
to fight another day, but this is a team
that looked worse than anything Low
had served up in a major tourna-
ment. And yes, that includes Russia
2018. Little worked and he had no an-
swers until he chucked on everything
he had on the bench and hoped that
some combination of individual tal-
ent, randomness and luck would get
the job done.

From here, Germany have six days
to fix it. Six days until the clash with
England at Wembley, when another
chapter in the rivalry will be written.
Six days in which Low will contem-
plate the fact that, right now, his team
are underdogs and these could be
his final days as coach of the national
side.

Can he prolong it? Can he turn Ger-
many’s Euros around?

History is full of teams that stunk it
up in the group stage and went on to
win. (Heck, it happened with Portugal
in 2018.) But the sense is that one of
two things needs to happen. Either
Low has to come up with a game plan
that works and that gets buy-in from
his players, or he takes a back seat
and prays that his talented (but ill-
fitting) pieces somehow snap them-
selves into a coherent pattern, per-
haps abdicating some level of control
to his veterans on the pitch, whether
it’s Toni Kroos or Muller or Neuer.

Ronaldo rewrites history on night Benzema retakes centre stage

By Julien Laurens, ESPN Correspondent

IT was one of those nights. The kind
of night that Cristiano Ronaldo owns
and has owned throughout his career:
the big occasion, the floodlights, the
star-studded field, the high stakes, the
obligation to deliver, the pressure and
the tension.

It was Portugal vs. France, in the
heat of Budapest, with Portugal at risk
of being knocked out of Euro 2020. It
was Ronaldo sitting just two goals shy
of Ali Daei’s record for the most goals
scored in men’s international football:
107 to 109.

And it was another night when the
five-time Ballon dOr winner indeed
delivered.

His two goals -- both from the pen-
alty spot and the first he has ever
scored against Les Bleus in this his sev-
enth match against them -- qualified
Portugal for the round of 16, where
they will face Belgium on Sunday in
Seville. More impressive, however, is
his achieving yet another milestone,
another incredible achievement: 109
goals in 178 appearances for Portugal.

He is relentless, a machine. The
record, which seemed unattainable
since it was set in 2006, will now be
Ronaldo’s outright sooner rather than
later. Maybe before the end of this
tournament, in which he is already top
scorer with five goals in three games.
Or maybe when World Cup qualifying
resumes in September.

For now, though, he has further ce-
mented his status as one of the great-
est of all time and as Portugal’s saviour.
He bailed them out in this 2-2 draw,
just like he’s done a million times be-
fore, on a night full of drama and con-
troversy.

His game was not perfect, though
- far from it. He misjudged a great op-
portunity for a header in the first half;
he rarely got decent service; and apart
from his two penalties, he only had
one other shot on target. But he will
never forget this day, the day when his
legend grew even larger.

There will always be a debate over
the fact that only 13 of his 109 goals
have come against France, Germany,
England, Italy, Spain, Belgium or the
Netherlands; which means that many
more were scored against (much)
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Cristiano Ronaldo made history on the night Karim Benzema scored his first goals

for France since 2015. (Agencies)

smaller sides. He won't care, and nei-
ther should you. The numbers are
extraordinary, just like his longevity,
his drive and his ambition. He is not
done, far from it. But Portugal and
Ronaldo will need more in the knock-
out rounds than what they showed in
the group stage if they want to retain
their title.

Oddly enough, Ronaldo was not
named man of the match. The award
was instead given to the man he
swapped shirts with at halftime:
Karim Benzema. Without Ronaldo
rewriting history, this would have
been Benzema’s night. To be fair, the
Frenchman is probably very happy to
share it with his former Real Madrid
teammate whose brace didn’t spoil his
evening.

Wednesday actually marked the
first time that Ronaldo and Benzema
both scored in the same match as oppo-
nents; they netted in the same game 81
times as Madrid teammates. They also
assisted on each other’s goals 19 times (11
times Benzema to Ronaldo, eight in the
reverse.

France have their own reasons to be
happy. Benzemass first goals since he
was recalled by Didier Deschamps will
be weight lifted from his shoulders. He
will be full of confidence and playing
with freedom. If you were the Switzer-
land defence, who face the French on
Monday in Bucharest, you should be
worried.

“Of course, 1 was waiting for these
goals,” Benzema told French television
after the game. “Thereisalot of pressure

all around me. T didn’t doubt but T can
feel such an expectation from the whole
country, which is normal after five or six
years of waiting. Celebrating with the
fans warmed my heart and I hope there
will be many more nights like this.”

On Zinedine Zidane’s birthday, Ben-
zema overtook him as the oldest player
to record a brace for France at the Eu-
ros (33 years and 186 days, vs. 31 years
and 356 days).

Les Bleus took control of the game
in the second half, and without Rui
Patricio’s exquisite save on Paul Pogba’s
wicked shot from distance and another
penalty denied despite Bruno Fer-
nandes’ foul on Kingsley Coman in the
area, the world champions could have
easily taken home all three points. They
were again the commanding force that
won the World Cup three years ago in
Russia and are still very much the fa-
vourites to go all the way this year as
well.

Pogba was superb once again, estab-
lishing himself even more as the leader
of this team with another impressive
performance. He and N'Golo Kante are
still unbeaten when they start together
for France. It's been 29 games now
and still no one has managed to better
them.

However, Deschamps will rue the
two mistakes that gifted Portugal two
goals.

“We had to fight hard,” he said after
the game. “We gave them two goals on
two penalties and we made it difficult
for ourselves. But we are top of our
group, which is the best position to be
in. A new competition starts now.”

B e
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England will need to score

more if they're to win Euro 2020
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Volleyball Association sets sight
on African Championship

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA Volleyball Association (TAVA) has now shifted its strate-
gies to the African Championship after the national beach volleyball
team had failed to travel to Morocco for the Africa Cup of Nations.

The continental competition as well as well served as Africa Sub
Zonal V Olympic Qualifiers.

The Olympics will take place in Tokyo, Japan from July 23 to Au-
gust 8, 2021.

Over the weekend the team was forced to break up their camp
for more than a week due to the inability to travel to Morocco for
the tournament which, after Tanzania’s withdrawal, now includes
23 men’s and 17 women’s teams.

Tanzania successfully qualified for the second stage after excel-
ling in the previous competition held at Lido beaches in Entebbe,
Uganda from December 18-22, 2019.

Victories over Uganda, Kenya, and Sudan kept the national beach
volleyball team on top of their group, followed by Kenya who also
qualified for the second round with Sudan in third place and Ugan-
da ending last.

After that, they managed to get the hosting of the tournament
which was later postponed several times due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic that hit the world and caused various activities including
sports to be suspended.

Alfred Selengia, TAVA secretary general, stated after failing to send
the team to Morocco, they are very quickly moving plans to the Af-
rican Championship.

Selengia, who is also the national beach volleyball team’s tactician,
stated the reason for the rapid start of preparations for the tourna-
ment in September is the lessons they have learned after their trip
to Morocco failed to materialize so they do not expect it to happen
again.

“The Olympic qualifier was abrupt after being postponed several
times due to the impact of the Covid-19 so we are now in the process
of quickly starting preparations for the African Championship and
what we are waiting for now is the organizer to announce the official
start of the tournament and where it will take place,” he said.

In addition to the Africa Cup of Nations, Selengia said they are also
in the process of preparing for the annual club championship, slated
for July 21-25 in Mbeya.

“At the moment we are also back to continue implementing our
annual calendar where in July we will have a national championship
club championship to be held in Mbeya as well as regional associa-
tions elections,” the TAVA official noted.

TONIGHT
@ 9:00

FRIDAY

11:00 DADALZ LIVE
12:00 Mid Week Movie (r)
13:30 Kali Za Wana
14:00 Bongo Hits

15:00 Funguka

15:30 Wakilisha (r)
16:00 Ujenzi [r)

16:30 #HASHTAG
17:00 SSELEKT

17:55 Kurasa

18:00 eNewz

18:30 Skonga

19:30 EATV SAA |

19:45 MJADALA

20:00 DADAZ [r)

21:00 Friday Night Live
23:00 Kurasa [r)

Friday Night Live The Weekend
begins herel Listen to upbeat
mixed music by the hottest Djs,
Gossip, showbiz updates and
exclusive interviews with
celebrities from home and
abroad. Don't you dare miss
this.

—

eastafrica

06:00 Supa Breakfast

10:00 MAMAMIA
DAR ES SALAAM

12:00 Kipenga Xtra
13:00 Planet Bongo

16:00 EA Drive
20:00 Kipenga
21:00 Friday Night Live

Al-Madrasa Tus Saifen hockey squad'’s players (in green jerseys) take on Buza Secondary School squad
as this season’s Likizo Cup tournament, organized by Tanzania Hockey Association, raged on at JMK
Youth Park in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday.PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

TFF Election Committee now
keeps on reviewing objections

Tanzania Football Federation Election Committee’s vice-chairman Benjamin Kalume.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

THE Tanzania Football Federation
(TFF) Election Committee has offi-
cially begun hearing the objections
raised by various stakeholders for
the candidates towards the federa-
tion’s election scheduled for August
7in Tanga.

OnJune 21 at around 04:00 pm the
committee officially closed the pro-
cess of receiving various objections
an exercise that lasted for three days
from June 19.

The objections will apply to 20
candidates for the federation’s presi-
dency as well as candidates for the
Executive Committee posts who
passed the preliminary rounds.

It is moreover expected that some
of the objections will be made by the
12 shortlisted candidates.

So far the remaining candidates
for the presidency are Hawa Mniga,

FlEXi bles by David Chikoko

Evance Mgeusa, and Wallace Karia.

Athumani Kambi, Lameck Nyam-
baya, and Hosseah Lugano are con-
testing for Zone number one while
Khalid Mohamed and Zakayo Mje-
ma have been shortlisted for Zone
number two.

Candidates who passed for Zone
number three are Abousufian Sil-
lia, James Mhagama, and Mohamed
Mashango, Zone number four con-
testants are Hamisi Kitila, Mohamed
Aden, and Osuri Kosuri while for
Zone number five formed by Geita,
Kagera, Mara, and Mwanza, contes-
tants are Salum Chama, Vedastus
Lufano, and Salum Kulunge.

Zone number siX, comprising
Katavi, Kigoma, Rukwa, and Tabora,
is contested by Blassy Kiondo, Issa
Bukuku, and Kenneth Pesambili.

Following the completion of the
exercise, the interview of the candi-
dates who passed the preliminary
round will be held from June 25-27.

TaRGeT GRAUP/

We are FROM THe

The preliminary results of the
interview will be posted on June 28
and the Secretariat will, from June
30 to July 2, submit ethical issues to
the Ethics Committee.

The election committee will,
from July 3-7, receive, hear and
reach a decision on ethical issues.

The TFF Ethics Committee will
announce the results of the deci-
sion on July 10.

Contestants will, from July 11-13
be presented with the opportunity
to appeal to the ethics decision is-
sued by TFF Election Committee.

The committee is, from July 14-18,
expected t start hearing appeals,
the appeals period against the elec-
tion committee will start on July
2224 and will be heard from July
24-28.

Candidates and the Election
Committee will be notified of the
committee’s decision on July 29-30.

Friday 25 June 2021

Sports associations’
delay in submitting
plans irks NSC

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

THE National Sports Council
(NSC) has reached out to the nation-
al sports associations which have
so far not submitted their strategies
for 2020/2021 despite the exercise
being required to be completed in
March.

It should be noted that, as of
March this year, 39 associations had
submitted their strategies, prompt-
ing the NSC Acting Executive Sec-
retary, George Msonde, to give out
seven more days that ended on
March 12 for all sports associations
in the country to submit their plans.

The NSC official noted the associ-
ations’ failure to meet the required
deadline will be deemed as a viola-
tion of the government’s order and
action would be taken against them.

Msonde’s order was a continua-
tion of the original order issued by
the Permanent Secretary in Minis-
try of Information, Culture, Arts and
Sports, Hassan Abbas, at the begin-
ning of December last year when he
opened and then gave a presenta-
tion at a seminar for information of-
ficers and spokespersons of various
associations, federations and sports
clubs on how to speak and broad-
cast sports issues.

Malya Sports Development Col-
lege’s Dar es Salaam Campus hosted
the presentation.

In his order, Abbas claimed that
they have identified that one of the
reasons why the national teams do
not perform well internationally is
that some of the associations and
federations that manage national
teams are considered private.

Abbas stated the bodies fail to
fund the national sides’ prepara-
tions for international competi-
tions, a situation which leads to
poor performance.

The reason, in this case, prompt-
ed him to issue the order which was
officially closed on December 31,
where more than 20 associations
presented their strategies which
were analyzed by sports officials
who, after completing the work,
submitted to the ministry for imple-
mentation.

Despite the deadline date, they
continued with the exercise of re-
ceiving documents of strategies of
the associations and federations
which were delayed in submitting
the due date with Abbas making
it clear that the government still
considered it prudent to continue
receiving strategies presented by
those who were late in submitting.

But a statement issued by the NSC
information officer, Frank Mgunga
made it clear that so far there are 39
submissions which are from Tanza-
nia Wheelchair Basketball Associa-
tion (TWABA), Tanzania Ladies Golf
Union (TLGU), Tanzania Wrestling
Federation, Tanzania Sports Medi-
cine Association (TASMA), Tanzania
Kabaddi Sport Association (TKSA)
and Tanzania Tennis Federation.

There are also Tanzania Netball
Association (Chaneta), Tanzania
Football Federation (TFF), Fitness
Instructors Association of Tanzania,
Tanzania Body Building Federation,
Tanzania Baseball and Softball As-
sociation, Tanzania Pool Associa-
tion, Tanzania Cricket Association,
Athletics Tanzania (AT), Association
of Taekwon-du, Tanzania Profes-
sional Boxing Regulatory Commis-
sion, Tanzania Handball Associa-
tion, Traditional Sports Association
(TASCA), Tanzania Basketball Fed-
eration (TBF), as well as Tanzania
Swimming Association.

Others are the Special Olympics
Association, Sports Association for
the Deaf, Judo Association, Tanza-
nia Paralympic Committee (TPC),
Tanzania Olympic = Committee
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