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 New York

WALL Street’s anticipation of the Fed’s 
actions has ceased, prompting investors 
to follow suit. It is recommended that 
investors shift their attention from the 
Federal Reserve’s movements, as they 
are no longer driving market trends.

In the months spent waiting for an in-
flation comedown, and then for the cen-
tral bank to take the last step cementing 
a soft landing with a rate cut the market 
has pressed on.

Thursday’s  latest evidence of stub-
born price pressures  reinforced the 
view that the first-rate cut won’t arrive 
until the summer.

What investors considered March’s 
all-but-promised interest rate cut be-
came June’s. And now, at least according 
to  traders putting their money where 
their mouths are, a cut in July is almost 
as likely.

So far this year, economic data has 
vacillated between hot and cold from 
release to release, rendering a coherent 
narrative about the direction of infla-
tion, consumer health, and GDP all but 
impossible. There is little to do but wait 
and see. And then wait and see again.

While officials are busy parsing new 
reams of data — often contradictory and 
on a lag — market players are forced to 
divine what comes next and to fill the 
information void with their own narra-
tives.

For the central bank’s critics, who 
are often just hungry for the market 
adrenaline of lower rates, a cautious 
approach to policy setting  looks like 
paralysis, even though the officials are 
fulfilling their mandates. But an array 
of developments amid the rate cut wob-
bling highlights the limits of the Fed’s in-
fluence and the market-moving power 
of other economic factors.

Earnings expectations have lifted 
tech companies skyward, even as  a 
new paradigm of less forgiving, higher 
rates reshuffled the landscape.

The market clamor isn’t just the wind-
up sound of the AI hype machine. An-
other tech story that’s unfolded is the 
move towards efficiency and a focus 
on profits over prospects for growth, 
shedding some of the market’s fanciful 
excesses. Discipline, which may even 
have been learned through higher rates.

A surge beyond the “Magnificent 
Seven” (which is really the Magnificent 
Four) shows the strength of a broaden-
ing rally — with the Materials (XLB) and 
Financials (XLF) sectors joining the 
party of record highs usually reserved 
for the trillion-dollar elites. The recent 
success stories of Costco (COST) and Eli 
Lilly (LLY) can’t be ignored either.

Of course, the recent market frenzy 
could be seen as a reaction to an even-
tual rate cut, forever priced in no matter 
how delayed it may be. Like the United 
captain saying that, sorry, there’s an-
other 30-minute delay before takeoff, 
waiting for just one more Fed meeting 
feels bearable — and keeps the hope of 
a cut at the top of the market’s collective 
mind.

But other themes showcase the Fed’s 
inability to penetrate economic prob-
lems, no matter how long a tightening 
cycle lasts. Mortgage rates are expected 
to climb down, but the lack of housing 
presents a long-term issue, as Fed Chair 
Powell told Congress last week. Waiting 
for the Fed may yield better rates, but 
they probably need to build more for 
better prices.

Almost no one expects a rate change 
on Wednesday, at the end of the Fed’s 
policy meeting. More parsing and hedg-
ing will be on display, along with an-
other invitation to wait. The release of 
new interest rate forecasts will unleash 
a fresh wave of speculation and a point 
of contrast for how much more dovish 
or hawkish officials have become.

But staring at dots can only reveal so 
much.

Agencies

13                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Saturday 16 March, 2024

BUSINESS BoT actively promoting tourist 
hotel currency exchange option

Altering investment tactics 
moving beyond Fed hope 
on US’s Wall Street scene

 By Carlos Banda

IN a bid to curb unau-
thorized currency ex-
changes in the country, 
the Bank of Tanzania  

(BoT) is actively encourag-
ing owners and operators of 
tourist-related hotels to offer 
foreign currency exchange 
services, promoting transpar-
ency and compliance.

BoT governor Emmanuel 
Tutubasaid this in Dar es 
Salaam on Thursday at a 
meeting between the central 
bank and owners & opera-
tors of 27 tourist hotels say-
ing that  amendments to 
the  Foreign Exchange (Bu-
reau de Change) Regulations 
of 2023  provides room for 
hotels  to obtain licenses to 
provide foreign currency ex-
change services to their cli-
ents.

“You will recall that in Oc-
tober 2023, we amended the 
Foreign Exchange  (Bureau 
de Change)  Regulations to 
establish an official window 
allowing  3 to 5-star  hotels 
to begin offering foreign ex-
change services,” he said.

Governor Tutuba said that 
the decision to amend the 
regulations was based on 
research findings, which  re-
vealed that formalization of 
bureaus  de change  did not 
extend to hotels, thus exac-
erbating the  black market 
of foreign currencies.

“The amendments to those 
regulations were based on re-

RC cracks down on price gouging sugar traders

US Fed chair Jerome Powell, addresses the media in Washington DC on January 31, 
2024. Photo: Julia Nikhinson, AFP/Getty Images

Stocks steady as US inflation sinks hopes for Fed rate cuts
 Washington DC

STOCKS are ending the week on a 
more serene note after the latest US 
inflation data weakened the case for 
imminent Federal Reserve rate cuts.

Futures on the Nasdaq 100 and 
S&P 500 added 0.2 percent while 
Treasuries steadied following a 
sharp selloff on Thursday’s over-
shoot on producer price index data.

Doubts about whether policymak-
ers can take their foot off the mon-

etary brake are creeping into other-
wise bullish markets that have taken 
stock indexes to fresh highs. Europe-
an stocks are on track for their eighth 
consecutive week of gains the long-
est winning streak since 2018 lifted 
by conviction that euro-area interest 
rates will start to fall in the coming 
months.

Markets are now especially vulner-
able to any setback, either in opti-
mistic economic outlooks or bets on 
monetary easing, according to Guy 

Miller, chief market strategist at Zu-
rich Insurance Company Ltd.

“I think we’re getting to a more 
challenging period in markets be-
cause we’ve had all of the good 
news,” Miller said. “There isn’t much 
risk premium priced into risk assets 
and therefore if any of the following 
happen, namely if we don’t have a 
soft landing or no landing or if we 
don’t have a rate cut this year, that’s 
going to becomes a problem for the 
market.”

Japan’s yen weakened. A rate hike 
has been largely priced in by mar-
kets, but a slow pace of tightening af-
ter that would reduce the yen’s yield 
advantage over the dollar as the Fed 
remains cautious about lowering 
borrowing costs.

“The yen is struggling to trade 
higher, showing how a US Treasury 
selloff can still overcome the impact 
of positive monetary policy devel-
opments,” according to currency 
strategists at ING Bank NV including 

Francesco Pesole.
The Fed is expected to keep rates 

unchanged at the March 19-20 meet-
ing for the fifth straight gathering, 
where the focus will be on the cen-
tral bank’s new “dot plot.” The me-
dian forecast of policymakers in De-
cember showed three quarter-point 
rate reductions for 2024.

Copper, typically seen as a bell-
wether of the global economy, 
surged to $9,000 a ton, as bets that 
a pick-up in global manufacturing 

activity will push up demand for in-
dustrial commodities.

Also in commodities, oil held near 
a four-month high after the IEA fore-
cast a supply deficit through 2024, 
changing its earlier projection of 
a surplus, on the premise OPEC+ 
maintains production cuts. Bitcoin 
fell Friday, retreating from its all-time 
peak of almost $73,798 a day earlier.

Bloomberg

search we conducted, which found 
that the operations  of foreign ex-
change bureaus had not yet reached 
hotels. However, we discovered that 
many hotels were receiving clients 
who paid in foreign currencies, but 
some of those currencies were be-
ing exchanged indiscriminately,” he 
said.

The Governor said that the initia-
tive would enable the central bank 
to obtain crucial data and informa-
tion relevant for stability of the fi-

nancial sector.
“As regulators of the financial 

sector, this step will be an oppor-
tunity for us to directly access data 
because hotels will be responsi-
ble through a reporting system to 
provide us with information about 
their transactions and  assist us in 
improving the business environ-
ment in the country,” he said.

Gosberth Kamugisha, the Fi-
nance and Administration Man-
ager of Onomo Hotel, said that the 

changes in the foreign currency 
exchange regulations presented an 
opportunity for increased revenue 
for hotels receiving tourists and bol-
ster the country’s economy.

It is well noted that the demand 
for foreign currency exchange ser-
vices in Tanzania has witnessed 
a steady increase in recent years, 
fueled by the ongoing globalization 
of the economy and the expanding 
scope of international trade.

This trend has created a growing 
necessity for efficient and reliable 
foreign currency exchange services 
to cater to the needs of businesses 
and individuals engaging in cross-
border transactions within the 
country.

One of significant driving forces 
behind the growth of foreign cur-
rency exchange services is said to 
be the surging number of tourists 
flocking to the country each year.

Renowned for its rich natural 
beauty and abundant wildlife, Tan-
zania has become a sought-after 
destination for travelers from all 
corners of the globe.

Such influx of tourists has re-
sulted in a heightened demand for 
exchanging foreign currencies into 
Tanzanian shillings to accommo-
date the diverse needs of visitors 
exploring the country’s attractions 
and engaging in various economic 
activities.

Furthermore, the rising trend of 
Tanzanian businesses and individu-
als participating in international 
trade has further bolstered the 
demand for foreign currency ex-
change services to facilitate seam-
less transactions and financial op-
erations across borders.

Mara RC Said Mtanda addresses the regional business council meeting in Musoma municipality, Photo: Correspondent 
Sabato Kasika

Bank of Tanzania governor Emmanuel Tutuba adresses hotel owners on 
Thursday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

By Sabato Kasika

MARA regional com-
missioner, Said Mtanda, 
issued a stern warning to 
unscrupulous traders who 
have been allowed to dis-
tribute sugar in the region 
but are engaging in price 
gouging by selling it above 
the government’s recom-
mended price.

At a crucial regional 
business council meet-
ing in Musoma, Mtanda 
stressed the government’s 
unwavering stance against 
traders who hike sugar 
prices or engage in hoard-
ing tactics.

“The government will 
take legal action against 
dishonest traders who 
have been granted per-

mits to distribute sugar 
but are selling it above 
the government’s recom-
mended price or hoarding 
it,” warned Mtanda.

Mtanda urged all traders 
authorized to distribute 
subsidized sugar in the 
region to adhere to the 
agreed rules and proce-
dures set by the govern-
ment, warning that those 
who fail to comply will 
face legal consequences.

“The businesses in the 
region should sell sugar at 
the government’s indica-
tive price. Furthermore, 
District Commissioners 
should continue accepting 
applications for permits 
from businesses seeking 
to import sugar into the 
region,” he clarified.

Moreover, he cautioned 
businessmen against hik-
ing prices of food crops 
during the periods when 
Christians and Muslims 
are fasting in accordance 
with their beliefs. He also 
encouraged business of-
ficers to diligently track 
price trends and promptly 
convey relevant informa-
tion to leaders for timely 
intervention.

Gambaless Timotheo, 
the region’s Acting As-
sistant Administrative 
Secretary for Trade and 
Industry, reported that 
the region had recently re-
ceived 457 tonnes of sugar 
through various distribu-
tion agencies, which was 
then sent to Bunda and 
Musoma districts.

He stated that the aver-
age current price of sugar 
ranges between 3,600 
and 4,500 shillings per 
kilogram, which contrasts 
with the government’s 
directive to sell one kilo-
gram for 2,800 to 3,000 
shillings.

He highlighted that the 
regions most affected by 
the issue of sugar shortage 
and high prices include 
Serengeti, Musoma, and 
Bunda districts, while Bun-
da Town Council and Mu-
soma Municipality have 
not experienced similar 
challenges.

“Some suppliers who 
have received subsidized 
sugar from the govern-
ment have failed to distrib-
ute it in Mara region; their 

warehouses have reported 
no sales of sugar since 
receiving the subsidized 
stock,” he explained.

Timotheo alleged that 
certain prominent busi-
nessmen are engaging in 
fraudulent practices by 
selling sugar at inflated 
prices, contrary to what is 
indicated on the payment 
receipt. This unscrupu-
lous behavior is forcing 
small businessmen to pur-
chase the commodity at 
exorbitant rates.

Furthermore, a task 
force was formed during 
the meeting with the ob-
jective of reviewing and 
improving the regional 
investment guide to en-
sure its efficacy before 
embarking on a campaign 
to attract investments 
from both local and for-
eign investors. Moreover, 
the meeting delved into a 
variety of subjects, such 
as the current state of in-
dustry and commerce in 
the region, tactics to ad-
dress counterfeit currency 
issues, and protocols for 
securely managing funds 
from the Central Bank of 
Tanzania (BoT).

Additional information 
shared during the meeting 
included updates from the 
National Insurance Cor-
poration (NIC), details on 
warehouse receipts, and 
regional insights from the 
Tanzania Revenue Author-
ity (TRA).
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By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan at 
midweek hosted Kenyan President 
William Ruto and Ugandan counter-

part Yoweri Museveni in a meeting aimed to 
discuss East African economic and political 
integration.

The meeting held on Thursday evening at 
the Tunguu State Lodge in Zanzibar, saw the 
three leaders agreeing on the need to hasten 
public hearings on the structure and areas to 
be considered in a draft constitution for East 
African political federation.

The State House said in a social media post 
that the leaders discussed the urgent need to 
accelerate the collection of citizens’ views on 
the structure and key areas of the draft con-
stitution.

This exercise has already been conducted in 
Burundi, Uganda and Kenya, it said, with the 

Blocking water 
losses uplifts 
Great Ruaha 
catchment zone

 By Guardian Reporter

IMPROVING drainage systems at the Madi-
bira irrigation scheme in Mbarali District, 
Mbeya Region, has checked declining water 
levels in the Great Ruaha River.

Godwell Meing’ataki, the Ruaha National 
Park chief executive, says this is no longer a 
problem, thanks to the Resilient Natural Re-
sources for Growth Project (REGROW) con-
servation effort taking upwards of $150m 
(350bn/-).

The World Bank funded project aims to 
improve tourism in the southern circuit, in-
cluding the construction of a 2.9 kilometre 
primary canal and 10.6 kilometre secondary 
canal for a rice growers’ scheme in Mbarali.

Under the project executed by the Natural 
Resources and Tourism ministry, farmers are 
trained on sustainable rice farming, with effi-
cient usage of water to protect the ecosystem, 
he said.

The government’s decision to improve wa-
ter drainage systems for sustainable water 
use at the Madibira irrigation scheme is com-
mended since the area is one of seven small 
rivers that flow to the Great Ruaha River, he 
stated.

The national park depends solely on the 
Great Ruaha for its great variety of wild ani-
mals, birds, fish and waterborne large ani-
mals like hippos, he said, noting that previ-
ously, the river would dry up for one to six 
months, putting the wildlife in peril.

The situation has now been rectified, he 
said, pointing at a number of interventions 
to save the river from extinction, like mak-
ing Usangu valley part of the park. The valley 
forms the headwater catchment of the Great 
Ruaha, a river that is critically important for 
the country’s development.

An estimated 25 percent of its water goes

We were trained on 
sustainable water use; 
we only release water 
into our farms when 
necessary.

Serengeti eyes ‘smart city’ 
at national park periphery

 By Getrude Mbago

AS the country maps out 
ways to transform its econo-
my to the next level, civil soci-
ety organisations (CSOs) have 
highlighted a number of areas 
which need to be incorporat-
ed in the Development Vision 
2050.

Advocate Lulu Urio, chair-
person of the CSOs’ task force 
on contributing to the draft-

ing of the vision, told a meet-
ing convened by the Founda-
tion for Civil Societies (FCS) 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday 
that it is important to focus on 
strategies that will foster sta-
bility, attract investments and 
ensure equitable growth.

At the meeting bringing 
together members of the na-
tional committee designated 
for coordinating the drafting 
of Vision 2050, she said that 

if the country is to fully real-
ise its development poten-
tial such precautions will be 
necessary, Presenting recom-
mendations towards an initial 
draft of the vision, she said 
that they collected informa-
tion and processed the mate-
rial in order to contribute to 
the preparation and content 
of the Vision 2050.

CSOs believe that Develop-
ment Vision 2025-2050 will 

be geared to foster stability, at-
tract investments and ensure 
equitable growth benefiting 
all Tanzanians, the activist 
noted.

One of the recommenda-
tions is ensuring better life 
and well-being of the various 
communities, with priority on 
strengthening food security 
and safety, along with better, 
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan takes a keen look at a memorial Ugandan newspaper front page poster showing the then leaders 
of East African countries in a souvenir photo. Ugandan President Yoweri had just presented it to her shortly after talks at Tunguu 
State Lodge in Zanzibar on Thursday also involving their Kenyan counterpart, William Ruto. Sources said the leaders discussed 
issues relating to East African integration, chiefly the pace of gathering people’s views on the draft constitution of the envisaged 
East African political confederation. Photo: State House 

EAC partner states ignite federation quest
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Reflecting on history, 
today as we gather in 
Zanzibar, it is remark-
able that our meeting 
coincides with that of 
March 14, 1996
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CSOs set out inclusion quest
in formulating ‘Vision 2050’

 By Marc Nkwame, Mugumu

A new smart city is being proposed for 
Serengeti District in Mara Region, where 
a study has shown that a 2,300-square-
kilometre area inhabited by 300,000 
people was in dire need for proper land 
use planning.

Dr Vincent Mashinji, the district com-
missioner, made this observation when 
briefing journalists here yesterday, ex-
plaining measures to solve an acute 
shortage of land both for settlements and 
farming facing the district’s residents.

He said the district council formed 
and registered a company to oversee the 
project along with an investor from the 
United States, putting up road and water 
infrastructure.

Moving to build a specially designed 
and implemented urban centre is among 
strategies aimed at changing living condi-
tions of local residents from their hunt-
ing forays on the perimeter of the con-
servation area, to modernised economic 
activities.

Prior to formalising that arrangement 
the district authorities need to involve 

local residents, officials and elected rep-
resentatives at village and ward levels, 
he stated, noting that formation of the 
Serengeti Development Co.

The smart city construction firm has 
so far raised five billion euros from differ-
ent stakeholders in preliminary arrange-
ments to execute the project, he said.

The smart city will provide new habi-
tats for residents along with enabling al-
ternative economic activities for local

TURN TO Page2

TURN TO Page2
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CSOs setting out 
inclusion quest 
in formulating 
‘Vision 2050’

CCM Secretary General Dr Emmanuel Nchimbi (R) has an audience with China’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Chen Mingjian, at the party’s sub-headquarters in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday on various issues relating to links between CCM and the ruling Communist Party of China and between the two countries. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

president saying in the X 
post that “apart from other 
things, we have also dis-
cussed measures to take to 
ensure that citizens in the 
EAC benefit from available 
economic opportunities.”

The leaders also dis-
cussed the importance of 
heightening security and 
safety as a major pillar help-
ing the various countries at-
tain development goals.

President Museveni simi-
larly affirmed that the dis-
cussion was centered on 
the significance of the East 
African Community (EAC) 

attaining political federa-
tion, “which would most 
certainly guarantee the 
prosperity of our people.”

On the other hand, Presi-
dent Ruto said that the 
discussion was focused on 
the fast tracking of the fed-
eration. “Today, as leaders 
among the eight EAC part-
ner states, we reaffirm our 
unwavering support for 
further regional integration 
and prosperity, focusing 
on fast-tracking the fed-
eration,” the Kenyan leader 
wrote on X.

The East African Com-
munity was formally re-
established on July 7, 2000, 

with President Museveni 
the only surviving Head of 
State who signed the treaty. 
He has consistently advo-
cated for realizing the vi-
sion of the EAC’s founding 
fathers, the full integration 
of the region.

The meeting came nearly 
two weeks after President 
Ruto, along with key oppo-
sition leader Raila Odinga, 
met with President Mu-
seveni, while the Zanzibar 
meeting brought Tanzania 
into the 2014 ‘coalition of 
the willing‘ which at that 
time brought the legisla-
ture to ask the government 
to withdraw from the EAC.

While the EAC Commu-
nity is much broader now 
with the addition of South 
Sudan, DRC and Somalia, 
the three founders, Kenya, 
Uganda, and Tanzania still 
hold much of the political 
and financial weight, ob-
servers say.

It is expected that an 
agreement among them 
will catalyze momentum 
on any agenda they col-
lectively endorse, with 
the big unknown being 
how the wider Tanzanian 
leadership will take up the 
views collection agenda it 
stopped in 2007.

President Museveni said 

that the political federation 
will most certainly guaran-
tee the prosperity of peo-
ple through a larger market 
while also ensuring secu-
rity more effectively.

President Ruto recalled 
that the meeting bringing 
together Presidents Daniel 
arap Moi, Yoweri Musev-
eni and Benjamin Mkapa 
on March 14, 1996 laid the 
foundation for East African 
Cooperation.

“Reflecting on history, 
today as we gather in Zan-
zibar, it is remarkable that 
our meeting coincides with 
that of March 14, 1996,” he 
wrote.

The vision of the meeting 
was to promote the unity of 
communities in the three 
member states, to harness 
the economic benefits of 
creating a larger market, 
and the imperative of se-
curity for stability within 
the expanded East African 
Community.

The ultimate aim of the 
EAC’s regional integration 
process is political federa-
tion, in the wake of attain-
ing the customs union, the 
common market and to 
facilitate an eventual mon-
etary union to consolidate 
the federation, analysts 
noted 

EAC partner states ignite federation quest

people, essentially relieving 
the adjacent conservation area 
from the pressures of ecologi-
cally destabilising human activi-
ties, trespassing or encroach-
ment.
Poaching and invasive species 
are among major challenges 
for decades now facing 

conservation efforts, even as 
chief government spokesman 
Mobhare Matinyi of late 
affirmed that Serengeti 
has attracted over 1.4m 
tourists during fiscal 
2023/2024.

The national park is 
among key attractions in 
the northern tourism cir-
cuit, with the sector’s con-

tribution to GDP falling 
from 10.6 percent in 2019 
to 5.3per cent during the Cov-
id-19 shutdown in 2020, climb-
ing to 5.7percent in 2021, on the 
basis of an online entry.
 However, given the ongoing 
fast recovery of the sector, the 
Tanzania National Business 
Council (TNBC) forecast that 
the share of tourism in the 

country’s GDP will reach 
19.5per cent 2025/26, it asserts.

Some observers believe con-
servation can generate hefty 
income to Tanzania, even com-
pared with mining or gas explo-
ration, lacking environmental 
damage risks.

The district and the US inves-
tor agreed that the Serengeti De-
velopment Co. will contribute in 

kind to the project to be owned 
jointly, while the investor puts 
in the cash.

DC Mashinji said the project 
will redefine the Serengeti nativ-
ity and create jobs for the youth. 
“When the youth are kept busy, 
they will ignore hunting, there-
fore conflicts pitting villages and 
the national park will decline or 
totally disappear,” he added.

Serengeti eyes ‘smart city’ at national park periphery

Kilimanjaro Machine Tools Manufacturers Company Ltd technician Anna Mosha (L) briefs members of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Industry, Agriculture and Livestock on the production of machines, tools and accessories when they visited at 
the factory in Hai District on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Mary Mosha 
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to the Mtera and Kidatu dams for power gen-
eration, while 15 percent of water entering the 
Julius Nyerere Hydropower Project ( JNHPP) 
dam is sourced from Great Ruaha, he said.

Michael Mjola, a rice farmer at the Madibira 
irrigation scheme which has 3252 hectares in 
total, said water loss has been controlled as 
farmers use water periodically to allow con-
tinuous flow of the river,

“We were trained on sustainable water use; 
we only release water into our farms when 
necessary. This has guaranteed us availability 
of water throughout the farming season. Be-
fore improvement of the drainage systems, 
people could even fight for water to irrigate 
their farms. We now have an arrangement 
where each of us gets water periodically,” he 
explained.

With the improvements farmers now har-
vest 12 to 15 tonnes per hectare, tripling the 
previous four tonnes minimum per hectare.

Madibira ward councillor Juma Msimin-
yungu attributed this improvement to efforts 
by President Samia Suluhu Hassan as having 
brought the project. Farmers are no longer 
fighting for water and can harvest more com-
pared to past years, he stated

Vitalis Msungwite, chairman of the Madi-
bira Agricultural Marketing Co-operative So-
ciety, said irrigation canals have contributed 
to reduced farming costs from 28m/- to 2.1m/- 
earlier needed to dig canals.

Aenea Saanya, the project coordinator with 
the ministry, said the project is of great impor-
tance to the nation as apart from improving 
tourism in the southern circuit, it enhances 
food security.

“Improved rice harvests would not only 
benefit farmers, but the nation through ex-
ports. REGROW is also part of the various 
measures to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change, he added.

Blocking water 
losses uplifts 
Great Ruaha 
catchment zone

cheaper and friendly health services, she stated.
Other recommendations relate to better, afford-

able and friendly energy services to the environment 
and society, access to better and reliable services in 
water, plus better housing within sustainable cities 
and villages.
The CSOs’ expectation is for the country to build a 
diverse and inclusive economy, fostering economic 
growth and resilience, strengthening social equity 
along with gender equality economically, politically 
and socially.
It should also seek to increase employment 
through the priority sectors, investing in 
protection of justice with priorities on 
maintaining peace, strengthening the rule 
of law, protection of life and security of 
property among the people.
“CSOs also seek strong investment 
in promoting good governance and 
accountability, enhancing the participation 
of citizens in leadership and development 
activities, along with strengthening 
democracy and transparency,” she said.
Another expectation figures out the country 
having an educated and competitive 
workforce at the regional and international 
levels by investing in quality, sustainable and 
integrated education services, she elaborated.

The CSOs further call on the Vision to focus on 
building a modern nation that focuses on integrity, 
values, traditions and positive customs of Tanzania 
and Africa.

They stressed the importance of focusing on prior-
itized sectors and allocating appropriate resources to 
ensure sustainable development across the country.

“We also want protection, management and devel-
opment of resources looking at one priority and the 
use and sustainable management of the country’s re-
sources,” she specified.

In his opening remarks, the outgoing FCS executive 
director Francis Kiwanga said the CSOs have high-
lighted nine important areas which, if incorporated 
in the vision, will greatly stimulate inclusive develop-
ment.
The views were compiled from primary and 
secondary sources of information where 
more than 120 civil society organizations 
gave their opinions through the internet by 
a digital survey tool.
Upwards of 40 civil society organizations 
participated in giving their views 
through focus group discussions and 100 
organizations participated in workshops and 
agreed with the views of NGOs.
These reports are based on the 
understanding and experience of working 
with the community from the basic level to 
the national level and research in various 
fields, he stated.
He lauded the government’s initiative in 
crafting a long-term vision, emphasizing 
the importance of continuity in national 
development plans.
Dr Asha Rose Migiro, member of the national 
committee designated to coordinate 
the drafting of Vision 2050 thanked the 
stakeholders for contributing their views to make 
the Vision draft rich in the focus areas it 
covers.
The document will serve as a roadmap that 
propels Tanzania into an all- inclusive semi-
industrial economy, so it is vital for all social groups 
to set out their views.

Last December, President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
launched the process of gathering public views to 
be used in writing the National Development Vision 
2050.
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PURA, DMI agreed on offshore safety and survival training centre
By Guardian Reporter 

IN efforts aimed at increasing 
employability of more Tanzani-
ans in the ongoing and upcoming 
oil and gas projects, the Petroleum 
Upstream Regulatory Authority 
(PURA) and Dar es Salaam Mari-
time Institute (DMI) have agreed 
to establish an internationally ac-
credited offshore safety and sur-
vival training centre.

Speaking during the signing of 
a memorandum of understand-

ing in Dar es Salaam on Thursday, 
Director General of PURA Charles 
Sangweni said this has been the au-
thority’s long term plan to enable 
Tanzanians to receive training lo-
cally.

According to him, lack of the 
centre was among the challenges 
that hamper participation of Tan-
zanians in upstream petroleum 
projects.

“Tanzanians who aspire to work 
in offshore projects are required to 
undergo various safety and asset 

protection training abroad which 
is costly,” he said.

He noted that the discovery of 
natural gas and the growth of the 
oil and gas sector in Tanzania pre-
sent significant opportunities, es-
pecially employment for Tanzani-
ans, but without the required skills, 
one cannot get a job in the sector.

Sangweni said that the establish-
ment of the centre will increase the 
number of Tanzanians with appro-
priate training and, as a result, will 
boost their participation in natural 

gas and oil extraction operations 
including the Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) project.

He said drilling one well takes up 
to 18 months and that the ships will 
require cooks, sanitation workers 
and other professionals.

“Even if someone knows how to 
do these works, without the permit 
obtained after completing safety 
training, they won’t be eligible,” he 
said.

He said about 57.54 trillion cubic 
feet of natural gas has so far been 

discovered in the country. Out of 
this, 10.406 trillion cubic feet has 
been found on land and in shallow 
water, while the rest 47.13 trillion 
cubic feet is in deep waters.

Sangweni added that approxi-
mately 10.406 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas has already been used 
and Tanzania produces almost 65 
percent of its power from natural 
gas

Dr Tumaini Gurumo, DMI Direc-
tor, said while the institute has ex-
perts, PURA has supervisors and 

specialists who would ensure Tan-
zanians are trained to benefit from 
the opportunities in the sector.

Dr Gurumo noted that currently, 
many courses related to maritime 
issues are offered abroad, but the 
new agreement will help address 
the gaps.

“Despite the opportunities for 
Tanzanians, no one is allowed to 
work on a marine vessel without 
undergoing safety and defence 
training,” she said.

By Guardian Correspondent, Shinyanga 

THE government has launched a mega solar power project 
worth 323bn/- in Kishapu District, Shinyanga Region with capac-
ity to generate 150 megawatts as part of its strategies to increase 
sources of power to boost development in the country.

Launched at Ngunga Village, the project is expected to pro-
duce 20 megawatts by January 2025, a response to President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan’s directive to increase sources of electricity 
as the existing ones are insufficient.

Speaking during the launch event on Thursday, Dr Energy 
Minister Dr Doto Biteko said the implementation of the project 
further strengthens reliability of power supply as well as im-
proves investment environment in the region.

He said the major objective of the government is to enable en-
ergy sector to contribute immensely to the country’s economic 
development. “Other sources of electricity being developed in-
clude the Jotoardhi project in Songwe and Mbeya regions. By 
April 01, this year construction will start in Ngozi area. Another 
project is Wind power project in Makambako, Njombe Region 
which is expected to generate 100 megawatts and people have 
started to be compensated,” he said.

He said that implementation of the project in Shinyanga, 
positions the region as the main source of electricity in the 
Lake Zone, adding that there are three power stations namely 
Ibadakuli, Bulyanhulu and Buzwagi which supply electricity to 
various centres and villages.

Dr Biteko said that Ibadakuli station is being improved to gen-
erate and supply power inside and outside the country through 
collaboration agreements with East African countries where a 
huge kV400 line will be constructed from Ibadakuli to Masaka, 
Uganda to connect Tanzania and Uganda via Kagera.

About the supply of electricity in villages in Shinyanga Region, 
he said that 127 villages out of 509 villages have no electricity.

He tasked contractors to achieve the goal of supplying elec-
tricity in the region, directing Suma JKT and Tontan to make 
sure they complete the task as excuses will not be tolerated.

The minister also tasked TANESCO and REA to ensure they 
supply electricity to the people and provide early information 
on any challenges to the public.

Govt launches 150-megawatt 
Kishapu solar power project

Newly elected opposition ACT-Wazalendo national Leader Dorothy Semu (L) and CCM Vice Chairman (Mainland) Abdulrahman Kinana exchange greetings 
shortly after a meeting by Tanzania Centre for Democracy leaders held in Dar es Salaam earlier this week. With them is ACT-Wazalendo Vice Chairman (Zan-
zibar) Ismail Jussa. Photo: Correspondent

CONSULTANCY

Rikolto is an international 
non-governmental network organisation 
with over 40 years of experience in 
partnering with food system stakeholders 
in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America. 
We work together with a variety of actors 
in the food system such as governments, 
research institutions, financial 
institutions, and farmers’ organizations 
around one central question: ‘What will we 
eat tomorrow?

Rikolto in East Africa together with its 
consortium partners (Britan and Rotai) 
secured funding for a one-year programme 
in Tanzania called “Accelerated innovation 
delivery initiative (AID- II)”, which aims to 
Accelerating Farmer Access to Quality 
Inputs and Markets in Tanzania with 
focusing on Mbeya, Songwe and Ruvuma 
regions “ The program is aligned with 
Rikolto’s global ambitions on food system 

thinking, sustainable sourcing landscape 
approach, inclusive business, evidence for 
Impact. 

Rikolto and its partners are looking for a 
consultant to;  Enable Youth and Women to 
Venture in Agribusiness (New generation 
Food Accelerator program) in Mbeya, 
Songwe and Ruvuma region through a 
Training, Coaching and Mentoring 
Approach. Interested and qualified 
consultants are requested to submit a 
proposal to
recruitment.eastafrica@rikolto.org

For more information about the consultant 
please visit our website via the link below, 

https://eastafrica.rikolto.org/en/news/t
or-enable-youth-and-women-venture-ag
ribusiness-new-generation-food-acceler
ator-program-mbeya

A CONSULTANT NEEDED TO ENABLE YOUTH AND WOMEN TO VENTURE 
INTO AGRIBUSINESS (NEW GENERATION FOOD ACCELERATOR PROGRAM) 

IN MBEYA, SONGWE AND RUVUMA REGION THROUGH A TRAINING, 
COACHING AND MENTORING APPROACH.

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Non-communicable Dis-
eases Alliance (TANCDA) is preparing a 
strategy to guide people on what to eat and 
drink based on one’s their health status.

This is part of efforts aimed at controlling 
public confusion on nutrition information.

Happy Nchimbi, Project Manager at 
TANCDA made the remarks at an event to 
commemorate 10 years anniversary of the 
alliance in Dar es Salaam yesterday, adding 
that one of the causes of confusion is the 
ambiguity of the dietary information given 
to the public.

“The significant confusion we’ve seen 
within 10 years is information confusion. 
We got together today (yesterday) and de-
cided to sit down and brainstorm ideas as 
stakeholders to reach out to the public so 
that people can understand what nutrition 

is,” she said.
She said that a meeting will be held to 

develop a solid strategy to ensure accurate 
dietary knowledge is issued that is void of 
confusion.

Dr Elisha Osati, Internal Medicine Physi-
cian at Muhimbili National Hospital (MNH), 
who doubles as Deputy Secretary General 
of the alliance, said they convened to de-
liberate on strategies for combating NCDs) 
given their grave consequences.

He said that they have met over 20 asso-
ciations that deal with the diseases given 
the significant increase they are currently 
witnessing.

“It is evident that many diseases are not 
communicable, as we have seen with the 
National Insurance Fund (NHIF) dilemma 
over payments or prices of services. The 
costs are considerable, even at the family 
level,” he said.

 “We are creating a collaborative strategy 
that will make us decisive. The topic of nu-
trition is one thing that caused misunder-
standing lately. It is unfortunate that there 
have been many people talking about nutri-
tion and it is central to our discussion today 
(yesterday),” he said.

Dr. Osati said the objective was to create a 
uniform plan to advise Tanzanians on what 
they should eat based on their body weight, 
occupation and underlying disease.

He said that they had observed the types 
of food and drinks consumed that contrib-
ute to the non-communicable diseases.

Dr Bakari Salum, a Non Communicable 
Diseases Coordinator at the President’s Of-
fice, Regional Administration and Local 
Government said that TANCDA was one of 
the organizations which they collaborate 
with to combat NCDs which are currently a 
major concern.

Alliance to draft nutrition guide to address confusion   

Muheza District Council chairman Erasto Mhina (2nd-L) pictured on Thursday presenting one of eight new mo-
torcycles to Ubwari Health Centre Medical Officer In-charge Dr Paul Manjechi (2nd-R) for official use. Photo: Cor-
respondent Steven William

HARARE

A MAN calling himself 
Prophet Ishmael was 
charged in a Zimbabwean 
court Thursday, after po-
lice raided the compound 
where he led a religious 
sect and found more than 
250 children being kept 
away from school and 
used as cheap labour.

Police also discovered 
16 unregistered graves, 
including those of seven 
infants, at the farm about 
34 kilometres (21 miles) 
northwest of the capital, 
Harare. 

Ishmael Chokurong-
erwa and seven of his 
aides were charged with 
exploiting children and 
denying them access to 
education and health ser-
vices. Police spokesman 
Paul Nyathi said investi-
gations were still ongoing 
and authorities may press 
more charges.

The sect leaders are also 

Zimbabwean ‘prophet’ charged in court over child labour

accused of breaking laws 
that require deaths and 
burials to be registered. 
State media reported there 
were around 1,000 people 
living on the farm before 
the raid.

Chokurongerwa, 56, and 
his aides will remain in 
custody after a magistrate 
said at their court hear-
ing that she would rule on 
their bail application next 
week. None of the men had 

legal representation at the 
hearing and it was unclear 
where they were being 
held. 

The men pleaded with 
the magistrate to release 
them on bail, saying they 
were not violent people 
and had children to look 
after who would suffer if 
they were sent to prison.

Some of Chokurong-
erwa’s followers travelled 
to the court hearing in the 

nearby town of Norton to 
show support for him.

“This religion is a great 
religion of God and no-
body will stop it,” said 
church member Tabeth 
Mupfana, a 34-year-old 
woman who said she was 
born into the sect when 
it was at another location 
and had not experienced 
any abuse. “We are not 
afraid and we are unstop-
pable.”
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Health expert Dr Mariam Yondu (with microphone) speaks at the wrapping-up of the PharmAccess-facilitated MomCare project at Katesh township in 
Hanang District yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

By Carlos Banda

MEDICAL officers in charge 
of health facilities have been 
urged to ensure quality health 
services for pregnant women to 
reduce maternal mortality.

Mark Melubo, acting Man-
yara Regional Medical Officer 
made the call on Thursday in 
the region at an event to mark 

the end of MomCare project 
implemented by PharmAccess, 
a programme intended to im-
prove expectant mothers’ ac-
cess to quality healthcare.

Melubo said that Manyara Re-
gion witnessed a decline in mor-
tality rate for pregnant mothers 
due to increased knowledge 
and awareness building efforts 
to improve public health care 

services catalyzed by the pro-
ject.

Dr Mohamed Kodi, Hanang 
District Medical Officer, said 
during the start of the project 
in 2019, the number of deaths 
of pregnant women giving birth 
stood at eight per year but it has 
since declined to two deaths 
per year.

He said that along with the 

decrease in mortality rate, the 
project has played a significant 
role in building understanding 
and spreading awareness on 
the importance of going to the 
hospital to give birth instead of 
doing so at home.

“Through the project we 
were able to make follow-ups 
on women who were about to 
give birth and advise them to go 

to hospital,” he said.
Pandael Gwaltu, a benefi-

ciary of the project said that it 
helped her and other women 
gain awareness and stop the 
practice of expectant mothers 
giving birth at home instead of 
health facilities.

“This project equipped me 
with the delivery kit I needed 
before giving birth and the 

necessary knowledge and un-
derstanding to guide expectant 
mothers before and after giving 
birth,” she said.

Zamaradi Mbega, Direc-
tor of Health Innovations at 
PharmAccess said the project 
brought positive results in 
Hanang and Babati districts 
since its inception five-years 
ago, urging the district coun-

cils to continue the positive 
outcomes of the project so that 
they can be sustainable and 
benefit more people in the area.

Francis Namahungo, Hanang 
District Executive Director 
asked all medical doctors and 
nurses to ensure quality of ma-
ternal health so that no woman 
should die while giving a life.

By Correspondent Allan Ntana, Shin-
yanga

HIV infection in Shinyanga Region 
is expected to decrease significantly, 
thanks to efforts made by Tanzania 
Health Promotion Support (THPS) 
through its Voluntary Medical Male 
Circumcision (VMMC) programme.

This was said here yesterday by 
Shinyanga Regional Medical Officer 
Dr Yudas Ndungile when he spoke 
with journalists on the importance 
of the VMMC programme.

He commended THPS, a non-
governmental organization which 
implements the programme in 
collaboration with Afya Plus and 
the US Centres for Disease Control 
(CDC) for supporting provision of 
VMMC services in all six district 
councils in the region.

He explained that the project 
which is funded by the US Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for Aids Re-
lief (PEPFAR) has benefited more 
than 73,000 males aged 15 years 
and above with VMMC services be-
tween January 2022 and December 
2023.

Dr Ndungile added that the pro-
ject was implemented in Kigoma 
and Shinyanga regions from No-
vember 2021 to 2026 aimed to re-
duce HIV infections among adults 
including men in the two regions 
through preventive circumcision 
services. “We are proud that in 

the first quarter of the third year 
(2023/2024) the project has reached 
a total of 26,752 males aged 15 years 
and above, which is 29 percent of 
the annual target of reaching 91,022 
males,” he said.

He emphasized that the project 
has a good response from male to 
get circumcision services, urging 
more men to come in large num-
bers so as to benefit from the pro-
gramme at all 35 VMMC health cen-
tres linked to control HIV infection.

Dr Amos Scott, Regional Project 
Manager, commended THPS for 
supporting VMMC services as one 
of the interventions to prevent HIV 
infection in the two regions.

He added that the project ex-
panded the services to all district 
councils in Shinyanga Region hence 
sustaining a comprehensive pack-
age of quality and safe circumcision 
services to adolescents and men 
aged 15 years.

Dr Peter Mlacha, Regional Coor-
dinator for control of Aids, sexually 
transmitted diseases and hepatitis, 
commended the good job done by 
the government in collaboration 
with health partners for reducing 
HIV infections for men.

Studies show that male circumci-
sion can reduce a male’s chances of 
acquiring HIV by 50 percent to 60 
percent during heterosexual con-
tact with female partners with HIV.

Hope of less HIV infection as 
thousands of men undergo cut

Medical officers asked to ensure quality maternal health 

By Special Correspondent

COMMONWEALTH law minis-
ters have committed to addressing 
the legal needs of their citizens by 
removing barriers that hinder ac-
cess to justice.

With some 2.5 billion Common-
wealth citizens standing to ben-
efit, law ministers concluded their 
meeting in Zanzibar last week 
with a series of new measures and 
pledges.

The four-day deliberations, 
which included input from various 
stakeholders such as people with 
disabilities, civil society represent-
atives, and legal innovators, result-
ed in a series of new measures and 
pledges.

Key provisions include improved 

access to justice for people with 
disabilities, a model law on virtual 
assets, a new action plan to combat 
online violence against women, 
and a proposal to eliminate gen-
der-discriminatory legislation.

Additionally, ministers wel-
comed new Commonwealth legal 
resources, including a mediation 
guide, a small claims court app for 
dispute resolution, and a criminal 
co-operation database.

The adoption of Commonwealth 
guidelines on the treatment of 
electronic evidence in criminal 
proceedings was also highlighted.

To facilitate implementation, 
ministers called on the Com-
monwealth Law Ministers Action 
Group to report progress at the 
next meeting, summarising the 

outcome statement issued by min-
isters representing one-third of 
humanity which concluded last 
month.

Commonwealth Secretary-Gen-
eral, Rt Hon Patricia Scotland KC, 
stressed the critical nature of these 
measures, noting that two-thirds of 
the world’s population currently 
lack meaningful access to justice.

She highlighted the central role 
of closing the justice gap in realis-
ing the values and aspirations of 
the Commonwealth Charter, pin-
ning technology as a vital tool in 
this endeavour.

“Our discussions have been pur-
poseful, our decisions have been 
meaningful, and our powerful new 
consensus allows us to take the 
next giant steps forward towards 

equal access to justice, in modern-
ised legal systems, across our won-
derful Commonwealth.

“We leave Zanzibar with a pow-
erful mandate which will allow us 
to take the next decisive steps to 
ensure justice for all is the lived 
experience of every one of the 2.5 
billion people living in our Com-
monwealth,” she said.

The Secretary General urged 
member countries to harness, un-
derstand and master the benefits 
of technology and innovation in 
breaking down barriers of cost and 
complexity, and delivering legal 
systems which can meet the justice 
needs of all.

In their statement, ministers 
recognised the Commonwealth 
Secretariat’s tech-driven justice so-

lutions and work on artificial intel-
ligence as crucial interventions in 
improving access to legal informa-
tion.

Hosted by Tanzania, the meet-
ing was chaired by Dr Pindi Chana, 
Minister for Constitutional and 
Legal Affairs, who received com-
mendation for its substantive out-
comes.

President of Zanzibar, Dr Hus-
sein Mwinyi, acknowledged the 
achievements and encouraged 
efforts toward digitisation for im-
proved access to justice.

In their statement of outcomes 
for the meeting, law ministers par-
ticipated in a working session on 
mapping a people-centred justice 
approach to access to justice, em-
phasising evidence-based, data-

driven solutions.
Ministers received a paper on 

online violence against women 
and girls, leading to the recom-
mendation for the development 
of a Commonwealth Action Plan 
to Address Cyber Violence Against 
Women and Girls.

The plan recognises the urgent 
need for members to prioritise 
efforts in addressing this seri-
ous problem impacting women, 
girls, and other vulnerable groups 
across the Commonwealth.

“Law ministers were guided 
through a discussion which high-
lighted the approach through a 
practical example of a member 
country’s development of a 10-year 
strategy on people-centred access 
to justice,” reads the document.

Global Education Link director Abdulmalik Mollel (L) and Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac Institute executive director Dr Peter Kisenge hold talks in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday, chiefly on modalities of cooperation between the two institutions. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Guardian Reporter

FORMER President Jakaya Kik-
wete has hailed efforts taken by the 
government and stakeholders in 
the past five years to reduce stunt-
ing among under-five children in 
the country but added that more 
needs to be done.

According to him, when he took 
over back in 2005, stunting rate 
was 42 percent and then decreased 
to 34 percent in 2015 and came 
down to 30 percent as of 2022.

He made the remarks in Dar es 
Salaam on Thursday when Nutri-
tion International handed over 22 
million vitamin A capsules to the 
Ministry of Health.

He said that  reports show that 
in every 100 under-five children, 
30 are stunted which is a slight 
decrease from the 34 recorded in 
2015/2016.

  “We have done a lot to reduce 
the rate but the 30 percent is still 
high; we need to increase efforts to 
completely eliminate stunting and 
malnutrition,” he said.

He thanked Canada through Nu-
trition International for providing 
Tanzania with the vitamin A cap-

sules to improve children’s health.
Deputy Minister for Health 

Godwin Mollel said the donated 
vitamin A supplements will be pro-
vided to 11 million children in two 
phases in June and December, this 
year.

“The capsules will be supplied 
to children in the whole months 
of June and December; we re-
ally thank Nutrition International 
because this support will help 
improve children’s health in the 
country,” he said.

The deputy minister urged the 
public to invest in proper child 
feeding while also taking bal-
anced diets during pregnancy for 
the country to have healthy chil-
dren. “Our societies are still not 
aware of proper eating as many 
people think that eating is just to 
get full; that’s why many do not 
care about what type of food to 
take,” he said.

He said Nutrition International 
has been supporting the govern-
ment to heighten nutrition in the 
country by working with respec-
tive ministries, agencies, depart-
ments and local government au-
thorities.

Ex-president JK cautiously happy 
with stunting reduction efforts

Commonwealth ministers pledge enhanced access to justice 
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DODOMA CHRISTIAN MEDICAL CENTER TRUST

JOB VACANCY
The mission of DCMC Trust to deliver sustainable community-based, specialized, and super- specialized healthcare 
for all through accessible and compassionate healthcare, guided by the love of Jesus Christ.

DCMC Hospital is a Christian Health Ministry owned by the Registered Trustees of Dodoma Christian Medical Center 
Trust (DCMCT)located at Imagi Hill, Ntyuka Dodoma. Since its establishment it has served thousands of patients as a 
multispecialty hospital offering quality health care for the people of central Tanzania and beyond and in collaboration 
with other stake holders and in line with the Government policies.

DCMC Trust is an equal opportunity employer offering stable and professional working environment with competitive 
remuneration and benefits.

DCMC Hospital invites qualified persons to fill in the position of Executive Director.

1.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Job Summary
The Executive Director holds a pivotal position as the Chief Executive Officer responsible for the day-to-day 
operations of the hospital and directs the implementation of the growth and development plans in line with the 
Strategic Plan of DCMC. The incumbent serves as the Accounting Officer and is directly accountable to the Board of 
Trustees. The primary responsibilities of the Executive Director include planning, controlling, coordinating, and 
implementing objectives, functions, and activities within the hospital. These actions are crucial for ensuring effective 
and efficient management in alignment with the hospital’s strategic plan. The Executive Director serves as the official 
spokesperson for the hospital.

Qualifications and Experience:
•   Holder of Master of Medicine Degree (MMed) plus Master degree in Business/General Management from 

recognized institutions.
•   Must have a minimum of eight (8) years working experience in a busy reputable hospital or health institution in 

similar or equivalent role.
•   Must be registered by the Tanganyika Medical Council as a Medical Doctor or satisfy the registration 

requirements of the Tanganyika Medical Council.

Personal Attributes and Skills Required:
1.   Leadership: Strong leadership skills are essential to effectively guide and motivate staff towards achieving  

organizational goals.
 2. Financial Acumen: A solid understanding of financial management principles is crucial for overseeing budgeting 

and financial operations.
3. Communication Skills: Effective communication, both oral and written, and interpersonal  skills  are  necessary  

for  serving  as  the  official  spokesperson  of  the hospital and interacting with various stakeholders.
4. Organizational Management: Proficiency in planning, organizing, and coordinating activities to ensure smooth 

operations within the hospital.
5. Experience: Proven experience in organizational management in healthcare/Medical administration or a related 

field is typically required for this role.

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR THE POST
• Applicants must attach an up-to-date current Curriculum Vitae (CV) having reliable contact postal address, email 

address, and reachable telephone numbers.
• Applicants should apply on the strengths of the information given in this advertisement.
• The title of the position applied for should be written in the subject of the application letter/e-mail and marked on 

the envelope
• Applicants must attach their detailed relevant certified copies of Academic certificates/ transcripts as’ follows:
o Postgraduate Degree, First Degree/Advanced Diploma, Diploma/Certificates.
o Form IV and Form VI National Examination Certificates.
o Computer Certificates where applicable.
o Professional Certificates/Licenses from respective boards where applicable.
o One recent passport size picture and copy of birth certificate.
o Form IV and Form VI result slips are strictly not accepted. Presentation of forged academic certificates and other 

information in the CV will necessitate to legal action.
o Applicants should indicate three reputable work-related referees with their reliable contacts (Telephone 

numbers and e-mail address).

Only shortlisted candidates will be informed the date of the interview

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS:
Application letters should be POSTED or HAND DELIVERED to the following address on or before 04.00 p.m. on 30 
March 2024 (i.e., Deadline for receiving applications)

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Dodoma Christian Medical Center Trust 

Imagi Hill, Ntyuka P O Box 658
Dodoma

Those using e-mail should submit their applications to jobs@dcmct.or.tz

By Enock Charles

WOMEN leaders in gender-based knowl-
edge centres have said that for gender-
based violence against women to be elim-
inated, women should be empowered to 
lead a financially independent life.

The centres that operate under the cus-
todian of the Tanzania Gender Network-
ing Programme (TGNP) are mandated 
with the sensitisation role for women 
groups on financial matters, social free-
dom and rights.

The women leaders expressed their 
opinions on Wednesday during a special 
visit by TGNP officials to witness the pro-
gress of various economic projects imple-
mented by women-led groups at Majohe 
suburb of Ilala District in Dar es Salaam.

The women who are engaged in hor-
ticulture, waste recycling and tailoring 
were of the view that if the issue of eco-
nomic dependence is not fully addressed, 
its side impacts are mostly gender-based 
violence, especially sexual harassment.

Majohe Knowledge Centre chairperson, 
Tabu Ally, said that TGNP and its stake-
holders have been playing a major role 
towards realisation of women’s financial 
independence.

According to her, the centre has benefit-
ed from a waste recycling project funded 
by the US-based NGO Elico Foundation 
at a tune of 3.5m/- that has been a core 
source of income for her and her fellow 
members.

“We are grateful that TGNP linked us 
with the Elico Foundation which extend-
ed to us a grant whose fruits we enjoy 
not only today but hopefully in the future 
too,” she said.

Rehema Mwateba, a member of the 
knowledge centre thanked development 
partners who are eager to see women are 
financially independent by supporting 
their small-scale projects in horticulture, 
waste recycling and tailoring.

“In my opinion, the funded projects are 
the unique motivational activities in the 
eyes of women who have given up the 
struggle towards becoming financially in-
dependent,” she said.

She said the project has a multiplier ef-
fect on women as it also guarantees en-
vironment protection and conservation 
of nature in the wake of climate change 
threats.

Kivule Mtaa Chairperson Ally Mzava said 
that local government leaders have been 
on the forefront in supporting women-
led income generation activities through 
seminars and training programmes.

According to Mzava, women-led eco-
nomic groups have been sensitized on 
business plan models, marketing and 
packaging of their products so that they 
can get more customers in the competi-
tive market.

TGNP through women-led groups has 
been motivating and empowering wom-
en to be economically independent by 
running income generating projects in 

‘Economic empowerment of women key to ending GBV’

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Minister of State in the Presi-
dent’s Office (Planning and Invest-
ment), Prof Kitila Mkumbo, has di-
rected government institutions to 
stop importing steel as the product 
is sufficiently available in the coun-
try.

He made the directive yesterday 
in Mkuranga District, Coast Region, 
when he visited Lodhia Industries 
to see production and listen to chal-
lenges facing investors.

Lodhia factory has invested $120 
million in the production of steel, 
roofing materials and plastic prod-
ucts and produces 18,000 tonnes of 
steel per month and the expectation 
is to produce 1,000,000 tonnes of 
steel per year.

“We are satisfied with steel pro-
duction here not only quantity but 
international quality. So, let’s buy 
our own and stop relying on im-
ports,” he said.

“And I would like to direct the in-
stitutions that get tenders for con-

struction of various government 
projects to start using products pro-
duced in the country because we 
have witnessed the quality.” 

He said that one of the major goals 
of the government is to ensure that 
it reduces the importation of goods 
to protect the foreign exchange re-
serves. He said Lodhia steel indus-
tries has been expanded and started 
making raw materials for producing 
nails, a step which he said is com-
mendable as it will reduce the de-
pendence on importing raw materi-
als. “For a long time, we have been 
importing raw materials for making 
nails and galvanized steel, but our 
colleagues have started making 
these raw materials, this is a very big 
step to be proud of for industrial de-
velopment,” he said.

He said one of the challenges he 
identified during his visit was the 
importation of steel despite the fact 
that the factory and others produce 
sufficient and quality products, so 
he promised to take action.

 “We have taken this challenge and 

we are going to look at the tax issues 
to make sure we protect our indus-
tries by making sure that products 
that are not necessary to enter our 
market are not imported and if we 
do this we will be protecting our fel-
low Tanzanians who are employed 
in these factories,” he said.

Mkuranga District Commissioner 
Khadija Nasri said the investment 
made by the factory has been of 
great benefit to the residents of the 
district economically since many 
youth have been employed there.

She said it started with one fac-
tory to produce steel but it has con-
tinued to expand and increased pro-
duction of plastic products and now 
it is building a factory to produce 
galvanized steel which is expected 
to start production in May this year.

“When the new factory starts 
working, 600 of our youth will get 
employment here. So, we appreci-
ate the good investment environ-
ment that our government contin-
ues to create and attract investors,” 
she said.

Minister now orders government 
institutions to stop steel imports 

CAIRO
THE African Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank) has 

announced to have successfully executed its first facility 
disbursement from its recently-established Caribbean 
Office in Bridgetown, Barbados. 

The disbursement is a $6 million education rehabili-
tation climate-linked sovereign term loan facility to the 
government of St. Lucia through its ministry of finance, 
economic development and youth economy.

The facility is a pilot by Afreximbank for its financing 
in the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) region follow-
ing the approval granted by the bank’s board of directors 
for a $1.5 billion limit for member states of the CARICOM. 

The facility will help in the infrastructure rehabilita-
tion of St. Lucia, including 25 schools damaged during 
tropical storm Bret which affected the country in June 
2023.

Commenting on the facility disbursement during a 
visit by the Afreximbank delegation led by Okechukwu 
Ihejirika, acting Chief Operating Officer in charge of the 
Caribbean Office, Prime Minister Philip J Pierre of St. Lu-
cia said that the facility would enable the country ensure 
continued education and capacity building for its youth. 

Storm Bret caused extensive damage to some schools’ 
infrastructure forcing many children to study under haz-
ardous conditions. The team also toured Bishop Charles 
Gachet R.C. Primary School, which is scheduled to ben-
efit from the disbursed facility.

Speaking on the significance of the disbursement, 
Prof Benedict Oramah, President and Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Afreximbank, said that the facility 
highlighted the Bank’s unwavering commitment to sup-
porting member states during times of crises, ensuring 
financial stability. 

“The facility underscores our proactive approach to 
addressing economic challenges and our commitment 
to joint efforts to close funding gaps, as well as promote 
trade and investments between Africa and the Carib-
bean,” he said. 

MAPUTO
FOUR people have died and one person injured as 

Storm Filipo hit southern Mozambique’s Inhambane 
province, according to the country’s state-owned 
broadcaster.

The nation braces for Storm Filipo, with the south-
ern and central provinces on alert for severe thun-
derstorms. Roofs have been ripped off schools and 
residential homes. In the tourist areas of Tofo and 
Barra, the waves have destroyed several boats. In 
some areas the roads are inaccessible.

Local authorities said the storm has disrupted elec-
tricity supply and communication lines. Storm Filipo 
continues to batter the province, with intermittent 
rain and gusty winds.

Tropical Storm Filipo made landfall in Mozam-
bique on Tuesday, killing at least three people, injur-
ing 13 and adversely impacting more than 14,000, 
according to preliminary assessments from the au-
thorities.

The severe tropical storm struck the district of 
Inhassoro in Inhambane Province before heading 
southwest toward the province of Maputo, with wind 
gusts of up to 120 kilometres per hour. A spokesman 
for the National Institute for Disaster Risk Manage-
ment and Reduction said that emergency operation 
centres and provincial aid teams have been activated.

Reports indicate more than 1,000 houses have 
been partially destroyed and at least 117 completely 
destroyed, impacting 4,220 students, 23 schools and 
15 healthcare facilities across the provinces of In-
hambane, Maputo and Gaza in the south, and some 
in the central province of Sofala. Many power poles 
are down and state-owned provider EDM says that 
nearly 100,000 people have lost electricity.

Authorities estimate that 525,000 are at additional 
risk from food insecurity, compromised access to 
markets and healthcare, and degraded water, sanita-
tion and hygiene facilities in the wake of the storm. 

Storm Filipo causes four deaths, 
power outages in Mozambique

Afreximbank makes US $6 
million first disbursement

groups by ac-
cessing funds 
from various 
n o n - g o v e r n -
mental organi-
zations and 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
stakeholders.

CVM director Magesa Nathanael pictured in Dar es Salaam on Thursday conducting three-day training for 30 domestic workers. The 
thrust is on the basic workers’ rights, work ethics, responsibilities, life skills and workplace quality and safety. Since its establish-
ment in 2003, the CSO has been implementing various programmes aimed at promoting human rights and social inclusion for vulner-
able groups. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Tanzania prepares to host EA petroleum conference 2025 
By Guardian Reporter 

THE stage is set for the 11th East 
African Petroleum Conference and 
Exhibition 2025 (EAPCE’25), sched-
uled to take place from March 5th 
to 7th next year in Tanzania ex-
pected to attract over 1,000 par-
ticipants.

Organized by the East African 
Community (EAC) Secretariat and 
the EAC partner states, the event 
will be held under the theme: “Un-
locking Investment in Future Ener-

gy: The Role of Petroleum Resources 
in the Energy Mix for Sustainable 
Development in East Africa”.

According to a statement availed 
to the media yesterday, the Regional 
Steering Committee for EAPCE’25, 
comprised of experts from the EAC 
partner states, convened in Zanzibar 
for a pivotal meeting marking the 
official commencement of prepara-
tions. 

Chairperson of the Regional Steer-
ing Committee, Deputy Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Energy, Dr 

James Mataragio emphasized the 
conference’s significance, noting its 
evolution into the region’s premier 
petroleum event.

He said the 2025 edition aims to 
highlight the region’s petroleum 
potential and investment opportuni-
ties.

“The United Republic of Tanzania 
is not only ready but excited to host 
the Petroleum Conference in 2025, 
and we call upon all Partner States 
to join hands with Tanzania in the 
planning to ensure we have a suc-

cessful Conference,” he said.
Acknowledging the success of 

the previous conference hosted by 
Uganda in 2023, Jean Baptiste Ha-
vugimana, EAC Director of Produc-
tive Sectors, extended gratitude to 
Uganda and all partner states for 
their commitment. He noted that 
the success of such a regional event, 
reaffirms the region’s dedication to 
regional integration.

“Over the past two decades, the 
Petroleum Conferences have served 
as crucial platforms for dialogue 

among governments and industry 
players worldwide. Aligned with 
the EAC’s Vision 2050 for economic, 
social, and political integration, the 
2025 edition aims to bolster the re-
gion’s competitiveness through in-
creased production, trade, integra-
tion, and investment in the oil and 
gas sector,” he said.

Looking ahead to 2050, the EAC 
envisions a sustainable, affordable, 
and secure energy mix to meet re-
gional needs. With a focus on access, 
capacity, efficiency, and sustainabil-

ity, the region aims to transform its 
energy landscape, ensuring efficient 
distribution of petroleum products 
and strategic reserves.

Since its inception in 2003, the 
East African Petroleum Conferences 
have fostered awareness of the re-
gion’s petroleum potential and tech-
nological advancements. Delegates 
can anticipate high-quality techni-
cal presentations, exhibitions and 
field excursions showcasing the 
region’s geological diversity and 
tourist attractions.

BRAZZAVILLE,

THE Republic of Congo has recorded its 
first cases of mpox in several regions, the 
health ministry said, an indication of how 
the disease may be spreading across Africa 
since sexual transmission was first con-
firmed on the continent last year.

Mpox is a virus that originates in wild 
animals and occasionally jumps to people, 
who can spread it to others. The virus was 

previously known as monkeypox, because 
it was first seen in research monkeys.

The World Health Organization said in 
November it had confirmed sexual trans-
mission of mpox in neighboring Congo for 
the first time. African scientists warned 
this could make the disease difficult to 
contain.

The Republic of Congo’s health ministry 
published its report on Wednesday. The 
report said some 43 cases had been report-

ed to the ministry, including in nine out of 
the country’s 12 departments. The govern-
ment has not issued any further comment 
on the publication, which was not officially 
distributed to the media and appears to 
have been intended for internal use.

Mpox became a focus of worldwide con-
cern during an international outbreak in 
2022 that saw the disease spread to over 
100 countries, mainly by sex among gay or 
bisexual men. It has been endemic in parts 

of central and West Africa for decades, 
but most cases involved infection from 
rodents, limiting the spread of the disease.

The WHO declared the outbreak a glob-
al emergency and there have been over 
90,000 cases to date. In Congo, where sex-
ual transmission was first confirmed, it has 
tracked more than 12,500 cases and 580 
deaths, its largest ever outbreak.

The WHO previously warned that sexual 
transmission could mean the disease is 

spreading in other parts of the continent.
In Africa, the figures are likely an un-

derestimate, experts say, because testing 
facilities are limited and victims may avoid 
stepping forward because of prejudice and 
draconian laws targeting LGBTQ+ commu-
nities.

While the outbreak of mpox prompted 
mass vaccination campaigns in Europe 
and North America, in Africa there are no 
such plans.

Republic of Congo reports its first mpox virus cases

ABUJA

A DOZEN countries across Africa suffered 
a major internet outage on Thursday as 
multiple undersea telecommunication ca-
bles reported failures, network operators 
and internet watch groups said.

The MTN Group, one of Africa’s largest 
network providers, said the ongoing dis-
ruptions were a result of failures in multiple 
major undersea cables.

“Our operations are actively working to 
reroute traffic through alternative network 
paths,” the South African company said in a 
statement.

Network disruptions caused by cable 
damage have occurred in Africa in recent 
years. However, “today’s disruption points 
to something larger (and) this is amongst 
the most severe,” said Isik Mater, direc-
tor of research at NetBlocks, a group that 
documents internet disruptions around the 
world.

NetBlocks said data transmission and 
measurement shows a major disruption to 
international transits, “likely at or near the 
subsea network cable landing points.”

The cause of the failure was not immedi-
ately clear.

There were fears of disruption of essen-

tial services in worst-hit countries like Ivory 
Coast where the disruption was severe. Af-
rica leads mobile device web traffic in the 
world, with many of the continent’s busi-
nesses relying on the internet to deliver 
services to their customers.

The West Africa Cable System (WACS), 
the Africa Coast to Europe (ACE), SAT-3 
and MainOne were among the system ca-
bles that observers said were affected in 
the outage.

Internet analysis firm Cloudflare re-
ported a pattern in the timing of the dis-
ruptions that heavily impacted at least 10 
countries in West Africa, including Ivory 
Coast, Liberia, Benin, Ghana, and Burkina 
Faso.

Vodacom, South Africa’s mobile opera-
tor, also reported “intermittent connectiv-
ity issues due to multiple undersea cable 
failures.” Namibia and Lesotho were also 
affected.

The impact from such cable failures 
worsens as networks attempt to route 
around the damage, potentially reducing 
the capacity available to other countries, 
said Mater with NetBlocks.

“The initial disruption may be a physi-
cal cut, but subsequent issues could be of a 
technical nature,” said Mater.

Internet outage now hits West 
Africa as undersea cables fail

By Special Correspondent, Kampala

UGANDAN government has allocated 
$800m (£625m) to promote and teach 
Kiswahili in the country, as part of efforts to 
foster regional integration.

 Civil servants including doctors, nurses 
and border workers will be given priority 
in the yet to be unveiled Kiswahili training 
programme, Uganda’s Minister for East Afri-
can Affairs Rebecca Kadaga said.

 The minister did not give further details 
on when and how the training programme 
will be unveiled.

 As part of the efforts to popularise the 
language in the country, Kadaga said all sen-
ior government officials, including cabinet 
ministers and judges, were taking compul-
sory weekly lessons.

  In July 2022, Uganda government ap-
proved the adoption of Kiswahili as an offi-
cial language and directed that it be made a 
compulsory subject in primary and second-
ary schools.

 But the language is currently taught in a 
few secondary schools in the country.

 About 200 million people speak Kiswa-
hili in the world and in 2021, the language 
received its biggest boost when the UN des-
ignated 7 July as World Kiswahili Language 
Day.

It is also the official language of the East 
African regional bloc, the EAC.

In 2019, Kiswahili became the only Afri-
can language to be recognised by the South-
ern African Development Community 
(SADC).  There are also efforts to introduce 
it in classrooms across South Africa and Bot-
swana. 

Uganda government 
allots  $800m for 
Kiswahili teaching

BRAC-Kagera Region staff present an assortment of home use and items earlier this week to Bukoba’s Mugeza Mseto Primary School pupils with disabilities. Photo: Guardian Corre-
spondent

Children’s Dignity Forum executive director Koshuma Mtengeti pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday speaking on the need for adoles-
cence girls and young women to take HIV tests and heed expert advice. It was at the launch of a project on ‘adolescence with dignity’. 
He is with Kinondoni Municipal/District Medical Officer Dr Ezra Ngereza. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



Saturday 16    March     2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              7

news

MONROVIA

LIBERIANS gathered this week 
to mark a decade since the coun-
try was hit by a devastating Eb-
ola outbreak that killed more 
than 10,000 people in West 
Africa, adding to the region’s 
economic and political trou-
bles.

The second Wednesday of 
March in Liberia, National 
Decoration Day, is always one 
of remembrance and people 
gathered this year at a memo-
rial site where many victims of 
the virus were buried outside 
the capital, Monrovia, to pay 
their respects to family and 
friends. It was a grim mile-
stone for those who lost loved 
ones to the virus, even though 
cultural stigma leads many to 
insist they died of other caus-
es.

The Ebola outbreak killed 
some 11,000 people mainly 
in Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea, according to the Unit-
ed Nations. Liberia was de-
clared free of the virus in 2016, 
after almost 5,000 deaths.

Many Liberians who lost loved 
ones during the outbreak deny 

the virus was to blame. Stigma 
and fear of the disease remain 
widespread in the population 
that survived.

Yasa Johnson told The Associ-
ated Press she has looked after 
her younger siblings since Ebola 
killed their mother.

“I have come to honour my 
mother,” she said at the Disco Hill 
Safe Burial Site in Margibi County, 
where many victims were buried 
on the outskirts of the capital.

Some 4,500 people are bur-
ied or cremated at the site, the 
National Public Health Institute 
of Liberia said. Relatives stood in 
groups carrying flowers and sing-
ing religious songs.

Elizabeth Brown and her hus-
band, who operate an orphanage 
for children who lost their parents 
to the virus, also came to pay their 
respects.

“It saddens me, because their 
lives were cut off too soon,” she 
said. “We just want to help them.”

Since the outbreak, Liberia has 
been marked by ongoing econom-
ic struggles. Its newly elected pres-
ident, Joseph Boakai, 79, came to 
office in January on a pledge to 
fix the economy, improve secu-
rity and fight corruption.

Liberians remember Ebola 
outbreak’s devastation toll

OPEC to discuss Africa’s role in global energy security
CAPE TOWN 

AFRICA’S burgeoning oil market, 
accounting for more than 10 per-
cent of the global oil output, plays a 
vital role in meeting global energy de-
mand, shaping energy security, and 
stabilizing the global economy.

 As the continent expands its oil 
activities for energy security and 
economic growth, with a 25 percent 
increase in reserves in the past 20 
years, cooperation with reliable and 
well-established partners such as the 
Oil Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) is crucial to advancing invest-
ments and ensuring market stability.

In this regard, OPEC Secretary Gen-
eral Haitham Al Ghais will highlight 
African oil market investment oppor-
tunities and discuss Africa’s role in 

global energy security at the African 
Energy Week (AEW) 2024, Africa’s 
leading energy sector event, taking 
place in Cape Town from November 
4th to 8th.

AEW: Invest in African Energy is 
the platform of choice for project 
operators, financiers, technology 
providers and government, and has 
emerged as the official place to sign 
deals in African energy. Visit www.
AECWeek.com for more information 
about this exciting event.

Boasting the membership of Afri-
ca’s largest oil producers and export-
ers, including Libya, Equatorial Guin-
ea, Algeria, Gabon, the Republic of 
Congo and Nigeria, OPEC has played 
a crucial role in the growth of Africa’s 
entire oil value chain.

OPEC provides technical expertise, 
drives local content development 
and provides funding to support oil 
exploration, production, and moneti-
zation across the continent. Through 
the OPEC-Africa Energy Dialogue, for 
instance, OPEC enables African coun-
tries to navigate underinvestment, 
climate change and energy transition 
related challenges while ensuring 
energy security and GDP growth on 
the back of optimal exploitation of oil 
resources. OPEC’s production quotas 
influence the stability and resilience 
of African oil markets amidst shifts in 
global market dynamics.

As demand for energy in Africa is 
projected to increase by 30 percent 
by 2030, OPEC’s cooperation contin-
ues to drive market transformation. 
Recent oil discoveries within OPEC 

member countries underscore the 
region’s potential for substantial oil 
production in the decades ahead, 
highlighting the cartel’s role in opti-
mizing Africa’s impact on the global 
energy landscape. Significant discov-
eries include Eni’s findings in Block 
C1-205 in the Ivory Coast and Kosmos 
Energy’s oil discovery in S-5 well in 
the Rio Muni in Equatorial Guinea in 
2023.

As oil activities intensify across the 
African market – with large-scale pro-
ject launches across the upstream, 
midstream and downstream sectors 
- lucrative opportunities for global in-
vestors continue to expand. Notable 
oil market developments promising 
high return on investments for global 
investors within Africa include the 
development of the vast oil deposits 

made by Algerian National Oil Com-
pany (NOC) Sonatrach since 2020. 
The NOC announced over 35 oil and 
gas discoveries between 2020 and 
2023 including in the Berkine and 
Oued Mya basins.

In Libya, efforts by the country to 
increase production to 2 billion bar-
rels per day by the end of 2024 and 
various exploration campaigns by 
Eni, bp, Equinor, Oil India and Rep-
sol represents significant investment 
opportunities in the OPEC member 
country. 

In Congo, Perenco announced the 
start of production at the Boatou 
field in July 2023 and is expanding ex-
ploration campaigns in-country, en-
hancing investment prospects across 
the country’s oil value chain. Vaalco 
is also advancing the development 

of resources in Block P in Equatorial 
Guinea, further opening up the mar-
ket for new investments.

Furthermore, OPEC’s investment 
arm, OPEC Fund for International 
Development, has been instrumental 
in diversifying Africa’s energy mix to-
wards renewables, directing a signifi-
cant portion of its financing towards 
the continent in 2023. AEW: Invest 
in African Energy will explore how 
OPEC’s collaboration with Africa pro-
motes market stability and contrib-
utes to an inclusive energy transition.

“OPEC has enabled unity among 
African countries and their global 
counterparts to advance oil produc-
tion and monetization for energy 
security. OPEC’s commitment to the 
growth of Africa’s oil market will be 
crucial in advancing the continent’s 

Confederation of Tanzania Industries executive director Leodegar Tenga (gesturing) makes remarks during talks with Lodhia Industries Ltd officials when 
a CTI delegation toured the firm at Kisemvule in Mkuranga District yesterday. He is with former CTI vice chairman Dr Samuel Nyantahe (2nd-R) and Lodhia 
CEO Manoj Gopi (R). Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

HARARE

POLICE in Zimbabwe say they have arrested 
the suspected leader of a religious sect in a vil-
lage in northern Mashonaland West province 
and rescued dozens of women and children.

Ishmael Chokurongerwa, 56, who leads the 
Gore Jena Penyeranyika sect was arrested along-
side seven other senior members of the cult on 
Tuesday, police spokesperson Paul Nyathi said 
in a statement.

Police said most of the 251 children found in 
Chokurongerwa’s farm in Nyabira, about 34km 
(21 miles) north-west of the capital, Harare, had 
no birth certificates and were not allowed to at-
tend school. Police also discovered a gravesite 
at the farm where 16 people have been secretly 
interred, including seven infants whose burials 
were not registered with authorities.

The rescued children “were being used to per-
form various physical activities for the benefit of 
the sect’s leadership”, the police statement said.

“Police also established that all children were 
subjected to abuse such as cheap labour, doing 
manual work in the name of being taught life 
skills,” it added. Chokurongerwa, who calls him-
self “Prophet Ishmael”, told local reporters that 
he was “not aware of women’s and children’s 
rights.”

One of the cult members told reporters that 
formal education in schools was not wanted “be-
cause what children are taught there is against 
the teachings of God.”

Children rescued as Zimbabwe 
police see sect graves in village

Shinyanga Urban legislator Patrobas Katambi (L), who is also Deputy Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Labour, Youth, Employment and Persons with Disabilities), 
pictured on Thursday addressing a meeting in the constituency’s Kitangili ward at which ways to resolve challenges commonly experienced there were discussed. Photo: Cor-
respondent Marco Maduhu

By Special Correspondent, 
Nairobi

ENERGY regulators from 
across Africa have begun a 
two-day meeting in Nairobi, 
Kenya to discuss ways of ac-
cessing electricity in the re-
gion.

The African Development 

Bank (AfDB) electricity work-
shop brought together elec-
tricity regulators from 21 Af-
rican countries in northern, 
eastern and southern Africa 
to discuss ways to reduce the 
percentage of the population 
without access to electricity.

Mohamedain Seif ElNasr, 
chief executive officer of the 

Regional Association of En-
ergy Regulators of Eastern 
and Southern Africa, said on 
Wednesday that more than 
300 million people in the re-
gion are not connected to the 
national electricity grid. 

“We need to tap the abun-
dant geothermal, solar and 
wind resources in order to 

enable households and busi-
nesses to benefit from renew-
able electricity,” he said.

He noted that harmonized 
electricity laws and regula-
tions will allow the trade of 
electricity between countries 
with surplus production to 
those with deficits and result 
in increased access to reliable 

electricity across Africa.
Solomon Sarpong, sen-

ior energy economist at the 
AfDB, said that countries in 
Africa should cooperate in the 
development of their electric-
ity generation capacity, given 
that some of the green energy 
sources are transboundary. 
He suggested that countries 

should endeavour to attract 
private investment in the en-
ergy sector to augment public 
resources in the exploitation 
of renewable energy sources.

Lee Okombe, senior re-
search and policy analyst at 
Kenya’s Energy and Petro-
leum Regulatory Authority, 
said that Africa lags behind 

the rest of the world in access 
to electricity despite its abun-
dant energy sources.

He added that one avenue 
to reduce the gap of the popu-
lation without access to elec-
tricity is the harmonization 
of electricity tariffs across Af-
rica, which will promote com-
petition in the energy trade.

Energy regulators meet to discuss access to electricity in Africa
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Uganda’s Kiswahili promotion drive: 
Promises for Uganda, lessons for EAC 
NATIONAL language special-

ists or experts must have toasted 
upon learning that the Ugandan au-
thorities are allocating a staggering 
US$800 million (or 2.04 trillion/-) 
specifically for the teaching and pro-
motion of Kiswahili as part of a drive 
meant to foster regional integration.

By all accounts, this points to a 
major language shift or adaptation 
drive the authorities in that country 
have decided to embark upon.

The issue here is whether this au-
dacious and costly policy initiative 
will have any sustainable lessons 
worth learning both in Uganda and 
elsewhere. Were that question to be 
posed by a classical Kiswahili pro-
ponent with either Kiswahili aca-
demic researchers or the respective 
decision-making national council, 
the most likely answer would be in 
the direction of demonstrating the 
measure as a new height for the lan-
guage.

It would hence be seen as addi-
tional evidence that other countries 
are steadily accepting Kiswahili and 
there is no reason for us not to so-
lidify the formal use of “our national 
language”, including in our interna-
tional interactions.

Yet this perspective is one-sided, 
as it doesn’t focus on what sort of 
problem Uganda is seeking to solve 
and how that squares up with other 
countries’ interests or aspirations.

That the move has been decided 
by Uganda is not altogether surpris-
ing as, by substantial parameters, 
that country is relatively unversed 
in Kiswahili. It is not like in Kenya, 
where the language is much more 
broadly spoken even in the legisla-
ture. Uganda’s situation is in a sense 
similar to ours even as, by a certain 
line of interpretation, the problem 

they are seeking to solve may be less 
intractable than obtains in our own 
country.

One reason Uganda may be seek-
ing to popularise the language is 
to travel and trade with enhanced 
ease in the East African Community 
(EAC) zone and even tone down the 
lingering ethnicity tied up with the 
use of local languages there.

What that means for Tanzania is 
not seeing greater use of Kiswahili 
bring in money from doing transla-
tion work. Part of the challenge in 
the eastern African integration pro-
ject may have to do with the sort of 
cadre the Ugandan authorities are 
targeting, namely, civil servants like 
doctors, nurses and teachers.

It could relate to worry about free 
movement of labour owing to wob-
bling confidence to compete if the 
market for jobs is liberalised.

Many investments that have to 
do with a rather skilled labour force 
will likely skip particular EAC simply 
because exposure to “treacherous” 
English even among graduates is 
skimpy. While there is a lot of effort 
at empowering the youth via inter-
net connectivity and stepped-up ef-
fectiveness of use, inability to roam 
in a technically competent manner 
in relation to what one wants re-
mains a problem.

Taking up Uganda’s example 
would really suggest massive fund-
ing to enable fast-tracked adapta-
tion to English in schools and col-
leges, as well as raising civil service 
competences in the language.

Doing so would facilitate – even 
expedite – use of opportunities 
arising from globalisation and the 
internet. But how realistic would 
expecting full-throttle efforts in that 
direction be? Time should tell.

You may not be managing enough…
By Judd Antin

Everyone knows that one of a peo-
ple manager’s most important jobs is to 
help their direct reports grow. To give 
them the space, encouragement and 
stretch projects that build skills and ca-
pacity.

And to do all that without committing 
the worst possible sin: micro-manage-
ment. Pretty much everyone I have ever 
met has suffered under a micro-manag-
er – someone who hovers over, nit-picks 
and smothers their direct reports. It is 
usually because of insecurity, lack of 
trust and/or sheer incompetence.

In a recent survey of tech workers, 
39 per cent of respondents said micro-
managing is the worst possible trait in a 
boss. That is far more than any other sin-
gle trait. Not only that, but in a different 
survey almost 75 per cent of respond-
ents said micro-management is the #1 
sign of a toxic workplace. Shocking!

Given how horrible it is to be micro-
managed, I understand why manage-
ment narratives have been so focused 
on doing the opposite.

Support, trust, freedom, space. Fly! 
Be free! It’s beautiful. But I think maybe 
we’ve over corrected. Recently my fam-
ily took up indoor rock climbing, so bear 
with me as I go hard on this analogy.

One common form of indoor climbing 
is called “top roping”. We step up to the 
wall, which already has a rope looped 
up through a secure point at the top and 
back down again. We tie into either end 
of the rope –one of us to climb, the other 
to belay (keep the climber safe).

If you’re climbing, it’s a long way 
down. Better have an active belayer all 
along the way!

The climbers have the hard job. They 
have got to make their way up through 
small moves and big ones. They try, fall 
and work each problem until they can 
move past it and keep climbing. It’s ac-
tive as hell.

But the job of good belayers is pretty 
active too. They are vigilant, taking up 
the slack, hands always on the rope. 
Their job isn’t just to catch the fall, but 
to provide the sense of safety that lets 
climbers take a risk.

They don’t just do that job on the 
ground. Most of it – the most important 
parts by far – happens all along the way, 
from start to finish.

Of course, an over-active belayer is ter-
rible too. Pull too hard on the rope and 
you are taking their weight, upsetting 
their balance, and robbing them of valu-
able experience.

But it can get worse. Information 
about how to climb a particular route is 
called beta. (Fun fact – the name comes 
from the days when outdoor climbers 
used to record their routes on Betamax 
tapes.)

When someone is over-sharing infor-
mation about what to do next, calling 
out left-hand, right-foot like wee are 
playing Twister, it is called spraying the 
beta.

Climbers hate it when people 
spray the beta the same way people 
hate micro-management, and for 
most of the same reasons. Bad be-
layers spray the beta.

But a good belayer is also a model 
for a good manager – maybe a better 
one than a lot of the current man-
agement advice provides.

As managers, we can be so afraid 
of micro-management that we risk 
moving into passive territory. We 
are made to believe that our main 
job is putting people in position to 
grow, and then going hands off to 
give them the space to do it.

But that’s like encouraging climb-
ers to take on harder routes, cheer-
ing them as they start while you 
check out TikTok instead of holding 
fast to the rope.

To do their best, that climbers 
would need an active belay from 
start to finish.

It is easy to try again when the 
rope caught you and you only fell a 
few feet. These are the most educa-
tional failures – it is those big ones 
that you want to avoid.

After all, it’s not the fall that gets 
you; rather, it is the sudden stop at 
the bottom.

Active but not over-active

If this over-wrought climbing 
analogy teaches us anything, I hope 
it is that pro-active managing and 
micro-managing are far from the 
same thing. A good manager does 
far more than setting people on the 
path and encouraging them to do 
their best.

If that is all you are doing, then 
you are not managing enough. You 
have got to be more active, but in 
the right ways.

Here are three ways good manag-
ers support their people in learning 
and growing, but without micro-
managing.

Climbing, just like managing, is a 
consistent team sport. Make a plan, 
provide clarity, give access, and 
keep that going from start to finish!

One: Provide clarity. Setting 
someone loose on an ambiguous 
task, with little information about 
expectations, roles and outcomes is 
a recipe for disaster.

A good manager is an active guide 

around the what and the why. Clear 
goals, motivations, and expecta-
tions, with lots of context. All with-
out prescribing the how.

This is not a conversation that 
happens once – at the start. One 
thing about climbing – when you are 
up there struggling, it can be hard to 
see what is around you. Sometimes 
the view from below is just what 
you need.

In work, too, clarity usually needs 
to be re-established at regular inter-
vals. The reality of making progress 
smudges and smears all the crisp-
ness you started with.

Two: Give Access, Context. The 
practice of work is often less glam-
orous than it seems from the out-
side. We have a tendency to drama-
tise and over-complicate activities 
we are not familiar with.

You might find my description of 
rock climbing terrifying and impos-
sible. But I bet that if you head down 
to your local gym and find someone 
to show you the ropes, it will not be 
for long.

So, the good manager move is to 
provide access that reveals the con-
text of the project. If I am asking you 
to present to the CEO next week, I 
might also get you invited to the 
meeting this week, and share recent 
presentations with you.

We will talk through the complex-
ities and the social dynamics of the 
people involved. It is not fair to ex-
pect you to figure that out yourself – 
it would be like inviting you to climb 
without teaching you about safety, 
etiquette or gym culture.

The expectation is not that you do 
it like I do. It is just that demystifying 
the whole thing is an active, consist-
ent management process that sets 
you up for success.

Make a plan

We are standing on the ground to-
gether, looking up at the climb. You 
could just go for it, knowing that I 
have got your back. But the smart 
move is probably to take a second 
and make a plan.

How are you going to tackle this? 
What are the phases and mile-
stones? What seems like the tough-
est part?

This is totally different than 

spraying the beta. I am not trying 
to guide your every move, whether 
you asked me or not. The how is up 
to you. Instead, I am working with 
you to create a template for getting 
to your own solution. After all, no 
two people climb the same way!

Once again, this is not a ‘one time’ 
move. It is common for the climbers 
to stop along the way, resting and 
regrouping while the belayers take 
their weight.

In the same way, a good, active 
manager move is to check in on a 
regular basis to see how things are 
going, how things are mapping to 
expectations (or not), and how we 
should adapt the plan.

Do more (often)
Other than the egregious climb-

ing metaphor, you might have no-
ticed one thing I keep coming back 
to: it is not enough for a manager to 
set someone off on the right track.

The reality of work will constantly 
knock you around and change your 
plan, smudging and smearing all the 
crispness you started with. So you 
have got to keep the conversation 
going.

Many managers are so afraid of 
micro-managing that they just don’t 
manage enough. They confuse dis-
engagement with productive space.

But a good people manager stays 
engaged throughout, without hov-
ering, second guessing or taking 
over.

Standing on the ground looking 
up at climbers who you want to see 
succeed can feel disempowering. 
They are up there, you are down 
here – you could not jump in for 
them if you wanted to.

But that is exactly what it should 
feel like. It turns out that there is a 
lot you can do but, no matter what, 
it is them up there on that wall.

Stay engaged, stay encouraging, 
and let them do their thing, all the 
while preparing that spicy fist bump 
for when they make it down safe 
again.

* A medium.com dispatch. Judd 
Antin is a consultant, advisor, 
writer and teacher on leadership, 
management, design, research, 
social psychology.

International standards aspect 
no cause to stifle competition
RATHER familiar calls have been 

heard of late, chiefly emphasiz-
ing an aspect of economic policy 
that was once a pillar of economic 
policy but gradually faded as our 
country moved into a competitive 
market economy.

There is an expression that the 
Stone Age did not come to an end 
owing to a shortage of stones, in 
which case policy changes do not 
occur merely because the other 
camp has run short of arguments.

The point is that economic pol-
icy is a governing contract where 
anyone interested in a chunk of 
economic activity can join the fray, 
and the only way they can live in 
optimal harmony is through fair 
competition regulated by the law.

To be fair, the calls neither put 
to question this fundamental pol-
icy format nor expressed a lack of 
confidence in competition as such.

Rather, they expressed reserva-
tions on the penchant for seek-
ing imported goods while qual-
ity alternatives, certified as having 
acknowledged international 
standards, are easily available in 
the country. They were calls to 
the conscience of government or 
rather of public institutions in con-
ducting procurement activities 
to have favourable consideration 
for local firms producing quality 
goods rather than stick to indul-
gence in imported alternatives.

Within the matrix of a competi-
tive economy, that aspect is taken 
care of, first because importers 
also contribute to the country’s 
economic growth and prospects, 
if only by constantly placing lo-
cal producers on their toes both 
about quality and about pricing.

There was a gap in remarks by 
the senior executives from both 
the steel industry and the indus-
trial sector umbrella body in that, 
while making perfectly valid as-
surances about quality, they were 
remarkably silent about prices.

In that case, they were appeal-
ing for priority in procurement 
but with less than cardinal consid-
eration of pricing – which would 
clearly do the public interest little 
good.

Suggesting that having prod-
ucts manufactured by some steel 
industries in the country and 
meeting all international stand-
ards should be reason enough for 
the barring of the importation of 
similar products would hardly be 
wholly for the country’s good.

There is an expression in Kiswa-
hili to the effect that showering a 
brewer with praise might make 
the particular brewer “so drunk 
with praise” as to begin diluting 
the brewer and, by extension, be-
gin losing customers.

The moral here is that healthy 
competition usually serves to 
guard against foul practices such 
as “adulteration” or the hiking of 
prices of goods.

It would therefore be under-
standable if one were to appeal 
to those buying the protectionist 
argument that it is contrary to hu-
man nature to be protected and 
remain vigilant with quality prod-
ucts and fair prices.

For if the argument had stood, 
protected economies all over the 
world would not have failed and 
moved into reform, as unforgiving 
supporters of monopoly constant-
ly cried for reassertion of protec-
tionism.

Obviously, where both the qual-
ity and prices are really competi-
tive, local projects will not need 
overly massive support from 
crusaders or advocates to survive 
– even thrive. There is hence no 
real need for an ambitious strat-
egy to protect local industries, pre-
sumably in like manner as some 
neighbouring countries are do-
ing, including by purchasing large 
quantities of products from local 
factories for major projects.

As managers, we can be so afraid of micro-man-
agement that we risk moving into passive terri-
tory. We are made to believe that our main job is 
putting people in position to grow, and then going 
hands off to give them the space to do it
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By Daniel Mshana

T
IMON Manase Msangi (85) is no longer with us. 
He died at the CCRBT hospital in Dar es Salaam 
on Friday March 8 after battling with cancer for 
several months. 

Timon Msangi was a distinguished alumnus of the Ar-
thur D. Little Institute of Management Education, Massa-
chusetts in USA. He graduated with excellence, obtaining 
a Master's degree in Management and was in the list of top 
students in his 1979/80 class. 

Born in July 24, 1939 Msangi was the first Tanzanian to 
become the General Manager of the Tanzania Cigarette 
Company (TCC) in 1982. 

Msangi was appointed to become the first TCC CEO be-
cause his entire working career, spanning over thirty years, 
he was groomed in the hands of various multinational cor-
porations which enabled him to remain positioned deal-
ing with changing business environment, growth and de-
velopment. 

Timon Msangi was perhaps the longest served member 
of Management in the tobacco industry in East and Central 
Africa by the turn of the 20th century.  

Starting humbly as a Marketing Representative for East 
African Tobacco (EAT), Msangi worked in various parts of 
East Africa. In 1964, he worked as a Marketing Representa-
tive for West Uganda based in Kampala.  However, this ap-
pointment did not last for a long period because in 1965 
EAT opted to decentralise hence the birth of British Ameri-
can Tobacco (BAT) Tanzania, BAT Kenya and BAT Uganda. 

Against this background, Msangi became the Advertis-
ing Manager, later on the Marketing Manager and in1975 
he was promoted to the position of the Marketing Director, 
the post he held up to 1981. 

Some people still recall that Timon at one time was nick-
named "Tiny Rowland" after the renowned billionaire in 
Zimbabwe who was famous as a "Take-over Specialist” in 
the business world. 

The nickname took cognizance that the TCC he was lead-
ing was one of the few public enterprises that remained a 
net lender to the National Treasury during the 1980's. This 
was at a time many other entities were operating below 40 
percent of their rated capacity and remained too depend-
ent to the Treasury.  

In the area of training, Msangi attended basic Manage-
ment and later Senior Management Programmes at the 
BAT Business College in London. 

He also attended another course on Forecasting and Sta-
tistics in the Institute of Marketing, Richbell Place in UK.

His socio-political fabric stretches back in the 1950's 
when he was student at Old Moshi Secondary School and 
later Tanga Secondary School.  He was an active member 
of the Tanganyika African National Union( TANU) youth 

Timon Msangi: First CEO of TCC who spent years dealing 
with changing business environment and development

By Telesphor Magobe

L
AST week we briefly looked at gender equality in 
Tanzania in relation to the occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day marked each year on March 
8. We said generally women are regarded and 

treated as inferior to men and some women believe it ab-
solutely, which aggravates their situation as they become 
almost always subjugated to the wishes of men. 

For instance, in some communities a woman may kneel 
before a man as a sign of respect, but hardly can a man 
kneel before a woman as a sign of respect. In rare cases, a 
man may also kneel before a woman. 

Although the Constitution of the United Republic of 
Tanzania provides for equality of all persons and prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of sex and although there are 
global and national efforts to ensure women are treated 
as equal to men, there are still circumstances in which 
women are discriminated against on the basis of sex and 
are regarded as inferior to men. This is clearly seen in pa-
triarchal societies. 

There are also other gestures to show that men are in 
control of everything. For instance, in some families girls 
are instructed to show respect to boys and hardly can boys 
be instructed to show respect to girls. In a situation like 
this, girls grow up believing that they have to respect boys 
all the time and boys too grow up believing that they have 
to be respected by girls all the time and this continues 
even during their adulthood. This mind-set creates gender 
inequality and sexual stereotyping. 

Article 12 of the Constitution provided for equality of hu-
man beings. Sub-Article 1 states that “All human beings are 

Parental duty to maintain 
one’s own child in comfort

wing. In fact Msangi's engagement in the social fabric 
was more pronounced after his retirement from TCC 
in 1994.

Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania (KKKT) recall his active roles he played in 
fostering the Evangelical missions in Pare and later 
Mwanga dioceses.  His family has played an active role 
in a number of   projects initiated by the Azania Front 
Lutheran Church. That is why when he was critically 
ill Bishop Dr Alex Gehaz Malasusa, Bishop Charles 
Mjema and Bishop Chediel Sendoro jointly visited him 
at the CCRBT hospital and prayed for him to receive 
quick recovery.  

Timon was also the author of the " Marketing Man-
agement: A practical Approach “and” Marketing of 
Branded Goods" books. 

Msangi has been active in promoting education, 
rural development, poverty alleviation and environ-
mental issues. 

He was well known and appreciated by his humor-
ous and jovial. Character which made many people 
admire him as he never ever showed frowning expres-
sions.

Msangi married Theudas Reuben Msuya way back 
in 1968. They are blessed with four children- Erica, 
Anita, Bernard and Brenda. They are also blessed with 
six grandchildren.  

May the Almighty God receive the soul of Timon 
Msangi in eternal peace. 

Daniel Mshana is a media, public relations & 
investment consultant.  

born free, and are all equal.” Article 13 provides for equal-
ity before the law and prohibits discrimination of persons 
on the basis of sex. It suffices to say that men and women 
as well as boys and girls in Tanzania must be treated equal-
ly and are entitled to equal rights and opportunities.

Today, I invite you to briefly look at sections 7, 8, 9 and 
10 of the Law of the Child Act (R.E. 2019). Section 7 pro-
vides for the right of the child to grow up with parents 
or guardians. Section 8 provides for the duty to maintain 
one’s own child. Section 9 provides for parental duty and 
responsibility and section 10 provides for the child’s right 
to parental property.

Yet, in life these sections are not fully complied with. 
Sometimes we meet children with single parents, mostly 
with their mothers. The reasons for single parenthood 
could be a result of separation or divorce, rape, incest or 
just of loose and dissolute life. One or all of these situa-
tions may cause some children to decide to live on the 

streets and beg for food, clothing or money from passers-
by, some of who can trick and abuse them. 

Although there are efforts to remove beggars from the 
streets, not many people are interested in knowing the 
root causes of their begging for food, clothing or money 
and hardly can the problem of street children be solved 
based on the root causes. Endris & Sitota (2019), who con-
ducted their study in Ethiopia, suggest that the root causes 
of street children range from escaping abusive parental 
punishment, poverty, hate of step parents to parental al-
coholic behaviour. 

Kopoka (2000) from the University of Dar es Salaam, 
who presented his paper entitled “The Problem of Street 
Children in Africa: An Ignored Tragedy” during an Interna-
tional Conference on Street Children and Street Children’s 
Health in East Africa gave the causes of street children as 
poverty, abuse, torture, rape, abandonment or being or-
phaned by HIV/Aids. 

In his presentation he acknowledged 
that “not enough is being done to address 
the problem and…the problem of street 
children remains an ignored tragedy that 
is set to have a devastating impact on the 
development of African countries.” Dem-
lavali (2021), who conducted his study 
in Sierra Leone, suggests that the causes 
of street children are the quest for au-
tonomy and perceived attractiveness of 
streetism and an ecological factor such 
as poverty, parental mortality due to HIV/
Aids, neglect, abuse, urbanisation and 
parental alcoholism and a combination 
of personal and ecological factors. 

He cites Mahlangu (2002), who argues 
that the street child phenomenon cannot 
be related to a single causal factor as most 
researchers agree that the leading causes 
of streetism are extreme poverty, unem-
ployment, family breakdown (divorce), 
child abuse and neglect, behavioural dis-
orders and [other social factors].

From these authors we can say that 
street children are forced by circum-
stances to run away from home and live 
on the streets where they experience un-
told suffering and live miserably. The Law 
of the Child Act states that a child is en-
titled to live with his or her parents and 
that it shall be the duty of a parent, guard-
ian or any other person having custody of 
a child to maintain the child in particular 
the duty to ensure the child has the right 
to food, shelter, clothing, medical care, 
including immunisation, education and 
guidance, liberty and play and leisure. 

While section 9(1) provides that every 
child shall have a right to life, dignity, re-
spect, leisure, liberty, health, education 
and shelter from his [or her] parents, sec-
tion 10 provides that a person shall not 
deprive a child of reasonable enjoyment 
out of the estate of his or her parent. 

All these are needed for the child’s full 
development and wellbeing. It suffices 
to say that there is a need for exemplary 
moral rectitude and child upbringing so 
that children enjoy their youth with their 
parents or guardians and become re-
sponsible and law-abiding adults. 

Today’s proverb: “Spilt salt is never 
all gathered.”

 •   The author is a Dar es Salaam-
based lawyer. He can be reached at 
t22magobe@gmail.com

Environmental conservation 
education to pupils is very 
important; we will continue to 
provide cooperation and support 
to this and any other initiative 
with the same objectives
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Four ways geopolitical tensions  are increasing carbon emissions
By Laia Barbarà

I
N today's complex global landscape, geopolitical 
tensions have far-reaching implications across a 
variety of sectors. The ripple effects of these ten-
sions are felt across politics, economics, society 

and the environment. These interconnected challeng-
es don’t just impact governance structures but also 
affect the delicate equilibrium of our ecosystems in 
unexpected ways.

Supply chains are perceived as robust and reliable 
systems upon which the global economy has relied for 
decades. But ongoing geopolitical conflicts threaten 
the balance of trade between producers and consum-
ers.

Turmoil in the Red Sea has sent shockwaves through 
commercial shipping industries as strategic maritime 
routes are compromised. The impact on not only the 
shipping industry but also the global economy is clear, 
influencing everything from delivery schedules to the 
availability of goods. Russia's war against Ukraine has 
inflicted major disruptions, particularly through the 
re-routing of both commercial passenger and cargo 
flights.

These ongoing disruptions could expedite the 
trend towards nearshoring driven by a dual strategy 
to achieve greater control over supply chain manage-
ment and to reduce emissions and the carbon-associ-
ated impact of global air, land and sea trade. 

In navigating this polarized world, effective re-
sponses must be collaborative and transcend tradi-
tional silos for a sustainable and harmonious future. 
By acknowledging the interconnectedness of global 
challenges, a systems approach becomes imperative. 

Global leaders must move away from the practices 
of the globalization era to address frequent and un-
predictable disruptions. A meaningful and positive 
outcome from building more resilient supply chains 
is that sustainability is inherently addressed. As the 
world moves towards regional management of re-
sources, the impact on emissions will be positively 
reduced.

Here are four geopolitical issues set to impact car-
bon emissions in 2024:

Red Sea conflict
The maritime industry, responsible for transporting 

more than 80% of international trade volume, faces 
a daunting challenge in its quest to decarbonize the 
global fleet. With shipping already contributing about 
3% of all global greenhouse gas emissions, the indus-
try operates an aging fleet predominantly fuelled by 
fossil resources.

Despite ongoing investments in alternative fuels 
such as liquefied natural gas (LNG), liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), methanol, biofuel, electric and hy-
drogen, their application is currently constrained by 
distance and route limitations.

Ongoing geopolitical conflicts and threats to com-
mercial shipping are compromising this strategic 
maritime route, crucial for the swift movement of 
goods between Asia, Europe and the Americas. The 
prolonged Red Sea conflict and the resulting avoid-
ance of the Suez Canal necessitate rerouting via the 
Cape of Good Hope – a detour that adds 7 to 10 days to 
shipments between Asia and select Western markets. 

Increased rerouting amplifies the carbon footprint 
of the industry, while the recent inclusion of maritime 
emissions in the EU's Emissions Trading System with 
a carbon tax based on distance is expected to further 
escalate costs, with potential consequences of a 3-5% 
hike passed on to consumers.

As the sector grapples with these challenges, find-
ing sustainable solutions becomes even more crucial 
for both economic and environmental reasons. The 
impact on not only the shipping industry but also the 
global economy is clear, influencing everything from 
delivery schedules to the availability of goods.

Ukraine and Russia’s closed airspace
The closed airspace over Ukraine and Russia forces 

aircraft to detour, circumventing the restricted air-
space, which significantly elongates their travel paths. 
These extended routes not only result in increased 
fuel consumption but also escalate carbon emissions, 
intensifying the environmental impact of air travel – 
one of the hardest to abate sectors.

To make the situation worse, maritime challenges have shift-
ed preferences for transporting high-margin goods. As the mari-
time route becomes more costly and less predictable, air freight 
is a more viable alternative, offering reliability and speed. A 
shift towards air freight could be particularly pronounced for 
products where the value and time sensitivity justify the higher 
transportation costs.

However, closing main airways such as over the Ukraine–Rus-
sian airspace poses significant disruption to this possible surge 
in demand. We anticipate that this trend will likely be limited 
to high-margin goods where the higher cost of air transport 
doesn't significantly impact profitability.

The aviation industry, already under scrutiny for its carbon 
footprint, faces heightened challenges owing to geopolitical 
conflicts affecting airspace accessibility. Airlines are compelled 
to operate less fuel-efficient routes, leading to higher overall 
emissions per journey. This not only poses a concern for the 
environment but also underscores the intricate relationship be-
tween geopolitical events and the broader environmental im-
pact of human activities.

Efforts to address climate change in the aviation sector are 
further hindered by such airspace restrictions, necessitating a 
comprehensive approach that considers both geopolitical sta-
bility and environmental sustainability to mitigate the cumula-
tive effects on carbon emissions.

Critical mineral concentration 
The concentration of critical minerals poses a threat to global 

economies, people and national security and has profound im-
plications for carbon emissions. Examining crucial battery ma-
terials, for example, such as lithium, cobalt and graphite, it is 
alarming that, according to a Kearney analysis, a single country 
controls at least 60% of one or more stages of global production 
for each of these elements. Australia, Chile and China emerge 
as the top three players. This level of control not only puts eco-
nomic stability at risk but also raises concerns about environ-
mental sustainability.

The US Department of Defence (DOD) has identified 37 criti-
cal minerals where more than half of global production relies 
on a single country, intensifying the challenges of securing sta-
ble and sustainable access to these resources. Such concentra-
tion not only threatens the resilience of supply chains to dis-
ruption but also exacerbates carbon emissions by limiting the 
ability to diversify and adopt more sustainable practices in the 
extraction and production of these vital materials.

Addressing these vulnerabilities is not only a matter of eco-

nomic prudence but a crucial step towards mitigating the en-
vironmental impact associated with the current state of supply 
chain concentration.

Supply chain interdependencies
The need to enhance both resilience and sustainability within 

supply chains presents a compelling opportunity that necessi-
tates the involvement of governments and international coop-
eration. Market forces alone are insufficient; a new framework 
for supply chain resilience requires collaborative efforts among 
like-minded countries.

Geopolitical conflicts, despite their challenges, offer a unique 
space in which to advance these international cooperation 
frameworks. A strategic approach involves the expansion of 
global value chains, particularly in critical manufacturing sec-
tors, through the establishment of alternative suppliers outside 
the region for the production of semiconductors, electronics, 
automobiles, batteries and electric vehicles. To mitigate disrup-
tions, it is crucial to adjust the level of buffer inventory, stock-
pile critical components and enhance air cargo capacity.

A robust supply chain risk analysis framework involves a 
thorough assessment of the entire supply chain to identify and 
evaluate potential risks at every stage. This analysis typically as-
sesses risks from geopolitical tensions, economic volatility and 
environmental concerns. By creating a comprehensive risk pro-
file for the supply chain, companies accomplish a dual mission 
– one that prioritizes risks based on geopolitical tensions as well 
as addressing sustainability priorities. 

At the same time, the concept of the blue economy emerges 
as a crucial strategy, emphasizing the sustainable use of marine 
resources within our oceans. This holistic approach focuses on 
three pivotal elements: greenhouse gas emissions, trade and 
economic development. By fostering such international collab-
oration and adopting comprehensive strategies, there’s a trans-
formative opportunity to fortify supply chains against disrup-
tions while simultaneously advancing sustainability goals on a 
global scale.

Switching from chaos to harmony
In the current global landscape, with escalating conflicts in 

a world polarized on multiple fronts, we see how geographi-
cal tensions have unexpected effects across all development 
angles. Geopolitical rivalries and conflicts have inadvertently 
become drivers of environmental degradation as nations pri-
oritize their strategic interests over collective efforts to combat 
climate change. 

These geopolitical conflicts are 
more than a disruption, they pose a 
strategic challenge for global trade, 
impacting sustainability goals and 
exposing new vulnerabilities. The 
Red Sea disruption and Russia's 
war against Ukraine have revealed 
the fragility of the global supply 
chain, particularly at critical choke 
points, all leading to higher costs, 
greater operational challenges and 
negative impacts for the climate. 

Short-term policies such as price 
management and re-routing ad-
dress the immediate impacts but 
they leave gaps in addressing sus-
tainability and supply chain resil-
iency. Future shifts involve moving 
to regional supply chain manage-
ment, such as near shoring and 
balancing multi-modal transpor-
tation based on the type of goods 
and services. To manage these dis-
ruptions, businesses must focus on 
real-time supply chain monitoring, 
supply chain resiliency and a com-
prehensive sustainability strategy.

A silver lining is that this crisis 
presents a unique opportunity for 
leaders to swiftly adapt and re-
configure global trade and climate 
strategies in the face of escalating 
regional uncertainties. The inter-
section of geopolitical dynamics 
and environmental concerns is just 
another example of the need for 
the global community to prioritize 
multilateral cooperation and sus-
tainable practices to address the 
pressing effects of climate change 
in an interconnected world. 

Sustainability can be a vector of 
change that not only promotes an 
inclusive economic development 
but also underpins peace and sta-
bility.

Ships avoiding the Red Sea and Suez Canal for geopolitical reasons face increased transit times, costs and emissions.

CLIMATE CHANGE
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By Philippe Benoit 

ONE of the key efforts under the 
United Nations (UN) Sustainable 
Development Goals is to provide 
poor households with access to 
clean cooking technologies to re-
place, in particular, the burning of 
solid biomass (e.g., fuelwood and 
charcoal) in traditional open stoves 
that kills millions of women and 
children.

To date, one of the preferred op-
tions has involved the substitution 
of solid biomass with bottled liq-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG). This 
approach, however, can be seen 
to run afoul of the climate change-
driven opposition to fossil fuel use 
generally. However, LPG for clean 
cooking can and should be permit-
ted as a transitional fuel to save 
lives in the short-term until we can 
provide universal access to alterna-
tive low-emissions clean cooking 
systems.

Africa is disproportionately bur-
dened by a lack of access to clean 
cooking technologies, with over 60 
percent of its population relying on 
biomass. That increases to over 85 
percent in rural Africa. In Asia, over 
45 percent of the rural population 
relies on biomass for cooking.

The poorest 50 percent of the 
world’s population (which includes 
those households currently relying 
on biomass) are responsible for 
a mere 8 percent of greenhouse 
emissions, a figure that would be 
marginally affected by the adop-
tion of LPG

Enabling women to transition 
quickly from traditional cookstoves 
to cleaner technologies would save 
millions of lives, especially in poor-
er rural areas where biomass use is 
concentrated.

As report after report has docu-
mented, several million women 
and children die each year from 
the adverse impact of the localized 
air pollution created by burning 
fuelwood and other solid biomass 
on open cookstoves (often used 
indoors without adequate ventila-
tion).

Shifting away from unstain-
able harvesting and use of biomass 
would, in addition to avoiding 
these negative health impacts, gen-
erate important greenhouse gas 
mitigation and other environmen-
tal benefits.

There are a variety of clean 
cooking technologies that would 
address this issue. One solution is 
replacing biomass use with stoves 
fueled by LPG. Other alternatives 

include electric stoves and stoves 
that burn the biomass more effi-
ciently.

Notably, electric stoves, when 
powered with renewable electric-
ity, are near-zero emitting solu-
tions. In contrast, even though LPG 
stoves potentially result in fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions than 
the traditional use of biomass, its 
promotion can be criticized as run-
ning counter to the climate change-
related campaigns to eliminate all 
fossil fuel combustion and related 
emissions.

Efforts to phase out fossil fuels 
have gained momentum in the 
climate change discussions, as re-
flected in the discussion at COP 28 
that targeted all forms of fossil fuels 
(i.e., coal, oil and gas), as compared 
to, for example, COP 26 which was 
focused on coal.

However, this broader and 
strengthened effort is occurring 
after many developing countries 
have already launched substantial 
clean cooking programmes prem-
ised on the use of LPG. For instance, 
India introduced a programme in 
2013 to achieve universal access to 
LPG. Cameroon is executing a Mas-
terplan to increase the share of LPG 
for cooking from less than 20 per-
cent to 58 percent by 2035.

Many of these programmes at-
tempt to target one of the prob-
lems with LPG, namely its afford-
ability for poorer households. For 
example, Indonesia’s Zero Kero 
Programme (a programme initially 
targeting kerosene but then extend-
ed to solid biomass users) provides 
a free stove and first cylinder and 
subsidized LPG thereafter.

India’s flagship cooking ener-

gy programme, Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana, launched in 2016 
provides a subsidy and loan for 
the upfront cost of adopting an 
LPG connection and has resulted 
in an uptake by over 80 million 
households. Many ongoing LPG 
programmes enjoy degrees of in-
stitutional momentum that would 
be difficult to replicate quickly if 
replaced by new efforts premised 
on a different choice of cooking 
technology.

Climate sustainability forces gen-
erally align with anti-poverty ef-
forts such as the UN goal to achieve 
universal access to clean cooking, 
but the use of LPG presents ten-
sions.

While shifting to LPG for cooking 
can generate the above-referenced 
health and other benefits for poor 
households currently relying on bi-

omass, these same households are 
also amongst the most vulnerable 
to the negative impacts of climate 
change induced by fossil fuel emis-
sions.

And in the context of the climate 
change campaigns to reduce emis-
sions, it is arguably strategic to 
adopt straightforward and clear 
goals and communications, such 
as “phasing down/out fossil fuels”, 
rather than a nuanced message 
that targets “most but not all fossil 
fuels.”

Given this context – one in which 
the poor are adversely affected by 
biomass use but also by emissions-
induced climate change – how 
should LPG cooking programmes 
be treated?

In deciding which and whose 
emissions to prioritize in the effort 
to advance global climate goals, 

and specifically how to address 
emissions from LPG-based cook-
ing, it is useful to place the discus-
sion and choices in the broader 
emissions inequality context.

As pointed out by a recent Oxfam 
report on the topic, the poorest 50 
percent of the world’s population 
(which includes those households 
currently relying on biomass) are 
responsible for a mere 8 percent 
of greenhouse emissions, a figure 
that would be marginally affected 
by the adoption of LPG. In contrast, 
the wealthiest 10 percent is respon-
sible for 50 percent, and the top 50 
percent for 92 percent.

Moreover, the use of fossil fuels 
for cooking is something that mani-
fests itself at all income levels. For 
example, the US government has 
just issued regulations that tighten 
efficiency requirements for gas 
stoves, thereby also, implicitly, le-
gitimizing their continued use for 
years to come.

The consumers targeted by the 
US regulations fall within the top 
10 percent richest of the world’s 
population, while the women us-
ing unhealthy traditional cook-
stoves fall within the world’s poor-
est segment.

Given the lives of poor women 
and children that can be saved 
today by LPG-based cooking, cou-
pled with the minute per capita 
emissions of these consumers, 
LPG-based efforts should continue 
and potentially even be expanded 
under a ‘transitional regime, with 
the focus of emissions-reduction 
activities in the near-term targeted 
at the activities of the world’s rich-
est top 10 percent responsible for 
50 percent of global emissions.

Importantly, this transitional 
regime would include a sunset 
provision on the use of LPG with 
a clear second transition to re-
newables-based electric and other 
non-emitting cooking solutions. 
The primary objective is to save 
lives that would otherwise be lost 
to cooking-related pollution in the 
short to medium term, while also 
supporting net-zero emissions 
over the longer run.

LPG has a productive role to 
play in poverty-alleviation efforts 
and specifically the UN’s goal of 
achieving universal access to clean 
cooking. However, the use of LPG 
for cooking is a strategy which, 
given its attendant carbon dioxide 
emissions, should be structured as 
transitional pending the fuller de-
ployment of low-emissions clean 
cooking alternatives.

LPG: Useful 'transitional' fuel for UN’s clean cooking effort

LONDON/ACCRA

MAJOR African cocoa plants in Ivory Coast and 
Ghana have stopped or cut processing because 
they cannot afford to buy beans, four trading 
sources said, meaning chocolate prices around the 
world are likely to soar.

Chocolate-makers have already increased prices 
to consumers, after three years of poor cocoa har-
vests, with a fourth expected, in the two countries 
that produce nearly 60% of the world's cocoa.

Cocoa prices have more than doubled over the 
last year, scaling numerous all-time highs.

“We need massive demand destruction to catch 
up with the supply destruction,” Tropical Re-
search Services' Steve Wateridge, a world expert 
on cocoa, said.

Chocolate-makers cannot produce chocolate 
using raw cocoa and rely on processors to turn 
beans into butter and liquor that can be made into 
chocolate.

But the processors say they cannot afford to buy 
the beans.

State-controlled Ivorian bean processor Trans-
cao, one of the country's nine major plants, said it 
had stopped buying beans because of their price.

It said it was still processing from stock, but did 
not say what capacity it was running at. Two in-
dustry sources said the plant was almost idle.

They asked not to be named because they were 
not authorised to speak publicly on the issue.

One of the two sources said more major state 
run plants could shut soon in top grower Ivory 
Coast, which produces nearly half the world's co-
coa.

The same two sources said even global trader 
Cargill struggled to source beans for its major pro-
cessing plant in Ivory Coast, halting operations for 

about a week last month. Cargill did not respond 
to a request for comment.

In No. 2 cocoa grower Ghana, most of its eight 
plants, including state-owned Cocoa Processing 
Company (CPC), have repeatedly suspended work 
for weeks since the season started in October, two 
separate industry sources said.

CPC said it is operating at about 20 percent of 
capacity because of the shortage of beans.

The price rally has derailed a long-established 
mechanism for global cocoa trade, through which 
farmers sell beans to local dealers who sell them 
on to processing plants or global traders.

Those traders then sell beans or cocoa products 
- butter, powder and cocoa liquor - to global choco-
late giants such as Nestle (NESN.S)

In normal times, the market is heavily regulated 
- traders and processors purchase beans from lo-
cal dealers up to a year in advance at pre-agreed 
prices. Local regulators then set lower farmgate 
prices that farmers can charge for beans.

However, in times of shortage like this year, the 
system breaks down - local dealers often pay farm-
ers a premium to the farmgate price to secure 
beans. The dealers then sell the beans on the spot 
market at higher prices instead of delivering them 
at pre-agreed prices.

As global traders rush to purchase those beans 
at any price to meet their obligations with the 
chocolate firms, local processors are often left 
short of beans.

Ivorian and Ghanian authorities normally try to 
protect local plants by issuing them with cheap 
loans or by limiting volumes of beans that global 
traders can purchase.

This year, however, plants are not getting the co-
coa they pre-ordered and cannot afford to buy at 
higher spot prices.

African cocoa plants run out of beans 
with global chocolate crisis deepening

Already, chocolate-makers have 
raised prices. U.S. retail stores 
charged 11.6 percent more for choco-
late products last year compared with 
2022, data from market research firm 
Circana shows.

The International Cocoa Organisa-
tion (ICCO) expects global cocoa pro-
duction will fall by 10.9% to 4.45 mil-
lion metric tons this season.

Grindings - a measure of demand 

- will fall by 4.8% to 4.78 million as 
processors struggle to buy beans, and 
supply less butter at a higher price to 
chocolate-makers, which in turn raise 
prices. The supply-demand mismatch 
will leave the market with a deficit 
of 374,000 tons this season, up from 
74,000 tons last season, according to 
the ICCO.

This means processors and choco-
late firms will have to draw on cocoa 

stocks to fully cover their needs. The 
ICCO expects global cocoa stocks to 
fall to their lowest in 45 years by the 
season end.

Wateridge of Tropical Research said 
the cocoa market could post another 
deficit next season based on the se-
verity of bean disease in West Africa.

The market has not seen four suc-
cessive years of deficit since the late 
1960s, ICCO data shows.

Enabling women to transition quickly from traditional cookstoves to cleaner technologies would save millions of lives, especially in poorer rural areas 
where biomass use is concentrated.

Cocoa farmer in Ghana
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17. amember of Somali people 
living in the Republic of Djibouti  
18.religious worship day by 
Christians   21.Indian spinach  
22.In Islam it means ‘snow, and 
gift to Allah’  25.guns
26. a narrow band worn round 
the head to hold the hair in 
position 27.not valid 
28.archaic term for until
Down:
1. Kiev is her mother city 
2.  gee whiz
3.  put up an amount as ante in 
poker   4. Old name of Malawi
5.  with little or no light 
6. mountain range in south 
America 
 7.  deploy as a means of achieving 
something 
8.  gossip arising from outrage
9.  organ for hearing 
10.Special Boat service 
16. country in Eurasia known in 
several languages 
19.cheap in Kiswahili 
20.the doer of an action 
23.Igbo  24.Algerian music 
25.Color of blood 

Across:
1. The Pearlof Africa 
7.  consumes from a limited supply 
11. native of Kenya 12.starts to form as soon as 
a skin is injured 13.delay interms of progress  
14.organs for hearing   
15.ridges made of sands and gravels YNEDYRT
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By A Special Correspondent 

T
HE latest Persistence Market Research report en                          
titled Industrial Hemp Market: Global Industry 
Analysis 2013-2017 and Forecast 2018-2027 offers 
key insights on the global industrial hemp market 

in terms of value and volume. The global industrial hemp 
market is expected to grow at a healthy CAGR of 18.3 per-
cent in terms of value over the forecast period.

On the basis of product type, the seeds segment is ex-
pected to hold a substantial revenue share of 66.7 percent 
for year 2017 in the global industrial hemp market with a 
CAGR of 17.7 percent. On the basis of application, the hemp 
CBD segment is expected to grow at a robust CAGR of 18.6 
percent by volume with growing demand from the health 
and wellness sector.

The global industrial hemp market has been witnessing 
healthy growth, owing to the use of the product in more 
than 25,000 products across about nine sectors, including 
food and beverage, textile, paper, construction, personal 
care, furniture and automobile. Industrial hemp is an an-
nual plant and almost every part of the plant, such as seed, 
stalk and flower, is useful in a large number of applications.

Industrial hemp is used in the processing and manufac-
turing of a number of products, which include insulation 
and construction material, paper, textile, fiberglass, nutra-
ceutical, personal care products, bio-plastics and bio-fuel. 
It is largely grown for food & beverage as well as non-food 
based products without the use of toxic chemicals, herbi-
cides, pesticides and fertilizers.

Production of industrial hemp is legal in more 30 coun-
tries around the globe. China, France and Canada are the 
key producers of industrial hemp whereas the U.S. is a key 
importer. Industrial hemp is often confused with marijuana 
plant and hence, is legally banned for cultivation in many 
countries, including most of the U.S. However, with rising 
awareness and increasing demand for industrial hemp from 
applications across various sectors, many countries are le-
galizing industrial hemp.

As we stand at the threshold of a new era in agriculture 
and industry, the industrial hemp market emerges as a bea-
con of promise and potential. With its versatile applications, 
sustainable cultivation practices, and expanding legal land-
scape, industrial hemp is poised to revolutionize various 
sectors, from textiles and construction to healthcare and 
environmental remediation. In this blog post, we’ll explore 
the factors driving the promising trajectory of the industrial 
hemp market and the transformative impact it’s set to make 
in the future.

Legislative developments and regulatory support
One of the primary drivers behind the growth of the in-

Future Horizon: Promising trajectory 
of the global industrial hemp market

or increased cannabinoid concentrations. Additionally, 
technological innovations are improving extraction 
methods and refining processes, leading to higher-
quality hemp-derived products with improved efficacy 
and consistency. These advancements in research and 
innovation are fueling the expansion of the industrial 
hemp market and unlocking new opportunities for 
growth and innovation.

Consumer awareness and demand for natural 
products

 As consumers become more conscious of their 
health and environmental impact, there is a grow-
ing demand for natural, sustainable products derived 
from renewable sources like industrial hemp. From 
organic textiles and eco-friendly building materials to 
plant-based supplements and biodegradable plastics, 
hemp-derived products resonate with environmentally 
conscious consumers seeking ethical and sustainable 
alternatives. This increasing consumer awareness and 
demand are driving market growth and encouraging 
businesses to invest in hemp-based solutions.

Conclusion
As we look to the future, the industrial hemp market 

holds immense promise for economic growth, environ-
mental sustainability, and technological innovation. 
With supportive legislation, diverse applications across 
industries, environmental benefits, ongoing research 
and innovation, and increasing consumer demand, in-
dustrial hemp is poised to play a transformative role in 
shaping the future of agriculture, industry, and sustain-
ability. By embracing the potential of industrial hemp 
and capitalizing on emerging opportunities, stakehold-
ers can contribute to a more sustainable and prosper-
ous future for generations to come.

dustrial hemp market is the evolving legislative 
landscape and increasing regulatory support. In 
recent years, many countries have recognized the 
economic and environmental benefits of hemp 
cultivation, leading to the legalization of industrial 
hemp farming for commercial purposes. This shift 
in policy has unlocked new opportunities for farm-
ers, entrepreneurs, and investors, paving the way 

for the widespread adoption of hemp-derived products 
across industries.

Diverse applications across industries
Industrial hemp is a remarkably versatile crop with 

applications spanning a wide range of industries. In 
textiles, hemp fibers are prized for their strength, dura-
bility, and sustainability, making them an ideal alterna-
tive to conventional materials like cotton and polyester. 
In construction, hempcrete—a mixture of hemp fibers, 
lime, and water—offers a sustainable and energy-effi-
cient building material with excellent thermal insula-
tion properties. Additionally, hemp-derived products 
such as CBD oil and hemp-based plastics are gaining 
popularity in the healthcare and packaging sectors, 
respectively, further diversifying the market’s offerings.

Environmental sustainability and carbon sequestra-
tion

Sustainability is a driving force in today’s market 
landscape, and industrial hemp is emerging as a key 
player in the quest for eco-friendly solutions. Hemp 
cultivation requires minimal water and pesticides com-
pared to traditional crops, making it a more sustainable 
option for farmers. Moreover, hemp plants have a re-
markable ability to sequester carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, helping to mitigate climate change and re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. As environmental con-
cerns continue to mount, the sustainability credentials 
of industrial hemp are expected to drive demand and 
market growth.

Research and Innovation Fueling Product Develop-
ment: Research and innovation are driving advance-
ments in hemp cultivation techniques, product devel-
opment, and manufacturing processes. Scientists and 
entrepreneurs are exploring new varieties of hemp 
with enhanced properties, such as higher fiber content 



 New York

WALL Street’s anticipation of the Fed’s 
actions has ceased, prompting investors 
to follow suit. It is recommended that 
investors shift their attention from the 
Federal Reserve’s movements, as they 
are no longer driving market trends.

In the months spent waiting for an in-
flation comedown, and then for the cen-
tral bank to take the last step cementing 
a soft landing with a rate cut the market 
has pressed on.

Thursday’s  latest evidence of stub-
born price pressures  reinforced the 
view that the first-rate cut won’t arrive 
until the summer.

What investors considered March’s 
all-but-promised interest rate cut be-
came June’s. And now, at least according 
to  traders putting their money where 
their mouths are, a cut in July is almost 
as likely.

So far this year, economic data has 
vacillated between hot and cold from 
release to release, rendering a coherent 
narrative about the direction of infla-
tion, consumer health, and GDP all but 
impossible. There is little to do but wait 
and see. And then wait and see again.

While officials are busy parsing new 
reams of data — often contradictory and 
on a lag — market players are forced to 
divine what comes next and to fill the 
information void with their own narra-
tives.

For the central bank’s critics, who 
are often just hungry for the market 
adrenaline of lower rates, a cautious 
approach to policy setting  looks like 
paralysis, even though the officials are 
fulfilling their mandates. But an array 
of developments amid the rate cut wob-
bling highlights the limits of the Fed’s in-
fluence and the market-moving power 
of other economic factors.

Earnings expectations have lifted 
tech companies skyward, even as  a 
new paradigm of less forgiving, higher 
rates reshuffled the landscape.

The market clamor isn’t just the wind-
up sound of the AI hype machine. An-
other tech story that’s unfolded is the 
move towards efficiency and a focus 
on profits over prospects for growth, 
shedding some of the market’s fanciful 
excesses. Discipline, which may even 
have been learned through higher rates.

A surge beyond the “Magnificent 
Seven” (which is really the Magnificent 
Four) shows the strength of a broaden-
ing rally — with the Materials (XLB) and 
Financials (XLF) sectors joining the 
party of record highs usually reserved 
for the trillion-dollar elites. The recent 
success stories of Costco (COST) and Eli 
Lilly (LLY) can’t be ignored either.

Of course, the recent market frenzy 
could be seen as a reaction to an even-
tual rate cut, forever priced in no matter 
how delayed it may be. Like the United 
captain saying that, sorry, there’s an-
other 30-minute delay before takeoff, 
waiting for just one more Fed meeting 
feels bearable — and keeps the hope of 
a cut at the top of the market’s collective 
mind.

But other themes showcase the Fed’s 
inability to penetrate economic prob-
lems, no matter how long a tightening 
cycle lasts. Mortgage rates are expected 
to climb down, but the lack of housing 
presents a long-term issue, as Fed Chair 
Powell told Congress last week. Waiting 
for the Fed may yield better rates, but 
they probably need to build more for 
better prices.

Almost no one expects a rate change 
on Wednesday, at the end of the Fed’s 
policy meeting. More parsing and hedg-
ing will be on display, along with an-
other invitation to wait. The release of 
new interest rate forecasts will unleash 
a fresh wave of speculation and a point 
of contrast for how much more dovish 
or hawkish officials have become.

But staring at dots can only reveal so 
much.

Agencies
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BUSINESS BoT actively promoting tourist 
hotel currency exchange option

Altering investment tactics 
moving beyond Fed hope 
on US’s Wall Street scene

 By Carlos Banda

IN a bid to curb unau-
thorized currency ex-
changes in the country, 
the Bank of Tanzania  

(BoT) is actively encourag-
ing owners and operators of 
tourist-related hotels to offer 
foreign currency exchange 
services, promoting transpar-
ency and compliance.

BoT governor Emmanuel 
Tutubasaid this in Dar es 
Salaam on Thursday at a 
meeting between the central 
bank and owners & opera-
tors of 27 tourist hotels say-
ing that  amendments to 
the  Foreign Exchange (Bu-
reau de Change) Regulations 
of 2023  provides room for 
hotels  to obtain licenses to 
provide foreign currency ex-
change services to their cli-
ents.

“You will recall that in Oc-
tober 2023, we amended the 
Foreign Exchange  (Bureau 
de Change)  Regulations to 
establish an official window 
allowing  3 to 5-star  hotels 
to begin offering foreign ex-
change services,” he said.

Governor Tutuba said that 
the decision to amend the 
regulations was based on 
research findings, which  re-
vealed that formalization of 
bureaus  de change  did not 
extend to hotels, thus exac-
erbating the  black market 
of foreign currencies.

“The amendments to those 
regulations were based on re-

RC cracks down on price gouging sugar traders

US Fed chair Jerome Powell, addresses the media in Washington DC on January 31, 
2024. Photo: Julia Nikhinson, AFP/Getty Images

Stocks steady as US inflation sinks hopes for Fed rate cuts
 Washington DC

STOCKS are ending the week on a 
more serene note after the latest US 
inflation data weakened the case for 
imminent Federal Reserve rate cuts.

Futures on the Nasdaq 100 and 
S&P 500 added 0.2 percent while 
Treasuries steadied following a 
sharp selloff on Thursday’s over-
shoot on producer price index data.

Doubts about whether policymak-
ers can take their foot off the mon-

etary brake are creeping into other-
wise bullish markets that have taken 
stock indexes to fresh highs. Europe-
an stocks are on track for their eighth 
consecutive week of gains the long-
est winning streak since 2018 lifted 
by conviction that euro-area interest 
rates will start to fall in the coming 
months.

Markets are now especially vulner-
able to any setback, either in opti-
mistic economic outlooks or bets on 
monetary easing, according to Guy 

Miller, chief market strategist at Zu-
rich Insurance Company Ltd.

“I think we’re getting to a more 
challenging period in markets be-
cause we’ve had all of the good 
news,” Miller said. “There isn’t much 
risk premium priced into risk assets 
and therefore if any of the following 
happen, namely if we don’t have a 
soft landing or no landing or if we 
don’t have a rate cut this year, that’s 
going to becomes a problem for the 
market.”

Japan’s yen weakened. A rate hike 
has been largely priced in by mar-
kets, but a slow pace of tightening af-
ter that would reduce the yen’s yield 
advantage over the dollar as the Fed 
remains cautious about lowering 
borrowing costs.

“The yen is struggling to trade 
higher, showing how a US Treasury 
selloff can still overcome the impact 
of positive monetary policy devel-
opments,” according to currency 
strategists at ING Bank NV including 

Francesco Pesole.
The Fed is expected to keep rates 

unchanged at the March 19-20 meet-
ing for the fifth straight gathering, 
where the focus will be on the cen-
tral bank’s new “dot plot.” The me-
dian forecast of policymakers in De-
cember showed three quarter-point 
rate reductions for 2024.

Copper, typically seen as a bell-
wether of the global economy, 
surged to $9,000 a ton, as bets that 
a pick-up in global manufacturing 

activity will push up demand for in-
dustrial commodities.

Also in commodities, oil held near 
a four-month high after the IEA fore-
cast a supply deficit through 2024, 
changing its earlier projection of 
a surplus, on the premise OPEC+ 
maintains production cuts. Bitcoin 
fell Friday, retreating from its all-time 
peak of almost $73,798 a day earlier.

Bloomberg

search we conducted, which found 
that the operations  of foreign ex-
change bureaus had not yet reached 
hotels. However, we discovered that 
many hotels were receiving clients 
who paid in foreign currencies, but 
some of those currencies were be-
ing exchanged indiscriminately,” he 
said.

The Governor said that the initia-
tive would enable the central bank 
to obtain crucial data and informa-
tion relevant for stability of the fi-

nancial sector.
“As regulators of the financial 

sector, this step will be an oppor-
tunity for us to directly access data 
because hotels will be responsi-
ble through a reporting system to 
provide us with information about 
their transactions and  assist us in 
improving the business environ-
ment in the country,” he said.

Gosberth Kamugisha, the Fi-
nance and Administration Man-
ager of Onomo Hotel, said that the 

changes in the foreign currency 
exchange regulations presented an 
opportunity for increased revenue 
for hotels receiving tourists and bol-
ster the country’s economy.

It is well noted that the demand 
for foreign currency exchange ser-
vices in Tanzania has witnessed 
a steady increase in recent years, 
fueled by the ongoing globalization 
of the economy and the expanding 
scope of international trade.

This trend has created a growing 
necessity for efficient and reliable 
foreign currency exchange services 
to cater to the needs of businesses 
and individuals engaging in cross-
border transactions within the 
country.

One of significant driving forces 
behind the growth of foreign cur-
rency exchange services is said to 
be the surging number of tourists 
flocking to the country each year.

Renowned for its rich natural 
beauty and abundant wildlife, Tan-
zania has become a sought-after 
destination for travelers from all 
corners of the globe.

Such influx of tourists has re-
sulted in a heightened demand for 
exchanging foreign currencies into 
Tanzanian shillings to accommo-
date the diverse needs of visitors 
exploring the country’s attractions 
and engaging in various economic 
activities.

Furthermore, the rising trend of 
Tanzanian businesses and individu-
als participating in international 
trade has further bolstered the 
demand for foreign currency ex-
change services to facilitate seam-
less transactions and financial op-
erations across borders.

Mara RC Said Mtanda addresses the regional business council meeting in Musoma municipality, Photo: Correspondent 
Sabato Kasika

Bank of Tanzania governor Emmanuel Tutuba adresses hotel owners on 
Thursday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

By Sabato Kasika

MARA regional com-
missioner, Said Mtanda, 
issued a stern warning to 
unscrupulous traders who 
have been allowed to dis-
tribute sugar in the region 
but are engaging in price 
gouging by selling it above 
the government’s recom-
mended price.

At a crucial regional 
business council meet-
ing in Musoma, Mtanda 
stressed the government’s 
unwavering stance against 
traders who hike sugar 
prices or engage in hoard-
ing tactics.

“The government will 
take legal action against 
dishonest traders who 
have been granted per-

mits to distribute sugar 
but are selling it above 
the government’s recom-
mended price or hoarding 
it,” warned Mtanda.

Mtanda urged all traders 
authorized to distribute 
subsidized sugar in the 
region to adhere to the 
agreed rules and proce-
dures set by the govern-
ment, warning that those 
who fail to comply will 
face legal consequences.

“The businesses in the 
region should sell sugar at 
the government’s indica-
tive price. Furthermore, 
District Commissioners 
should continue accepting 
applications for permits 
from businesses seeking 
to import sugar into the 
region,” he clarified.

Moreover, he cautioned 
businessmen against hik-
ing prices of food crops 
during the periods when 
Christians and Muslims 
are fasting in accordance 
with their beliefs. He also 
encouraged business of-
ficers to diligently track 
price trends and promptly 
convey relevant informa-
tion to leaders for timely 
intervention.

Gambaless Timotheo, 
the region’s Acting As-
sistant Administrative 
Secretary for Trade and 
Industry, reported that 
the region had recently re-
ceived 457 tonnes of sugar 
through various distribu-
tion agencies, which was 
then sent to Bunda and 
Musoma districts.

He stated that the aver-
age current price of sugar 
ranges between 3,600 
and 4,500 shillings per 
kilogram, which contrasts 
with the government’s 
directive to sell one kilo-
gram for 2,800 to 3,000 
shillings.

He highlighted that the 
regions most affected by 
the issue of sugar shortage 
and high prices include 
Serengeti, Musoma, and 
Bunda districts, while Bun-
da Town Council and Mu-
soma Municipality have 
not experienced similar 
challenges.

“Some suppliers who 
have received subsidized 
sugar from the govern-
ment have failed to distrib-
ute it in Mara region; their 

warehouses have reported 
no sales of sugar since 
receiving the subsidized 
stock,” he explained.

Timotheo alleged that 
certain prominent busi-
nessmen are engaging in 
fraudulent practices by 
selling sugar at inflated 
prices, contrary to what is 
indicated on the payment 
receipt. This unscrupu-
lous behavior is forcing 
small businessmen to pur-
chase the commodity at 
exorbitant rates.

Furthermore, a task 
force was formed during 
the meeting with the ob-
jective of reviewing and 
improving the regional 
investment guide to en-
sure its efficacy before 
embarking on a campaign 
to attract investments 
from both local and for-
eign investors. Moreover, 
the meeting delved into a 
variety of subjects, such 
as the current state of in-
dustry and commerce in 
the region, tactics to ad-
dress counterfeit currency 
issues, and protocols for 
securely managing funds 
from the Central Bank of 
Tanzania (BoT).

Additional information 
shared during the meeting 
included updates from the 
National Insurance Cor-
poration (NIC), details on 
warehouse receipts, and 
regional insights from the 
Tanzania Revenue Author-
ity (TRA).



 By Enock Charles

UNLOACKING the po-
tential of women to attain 
financial independence is 
not just essential for their 
individual well-being, but 
it also serves as a catalyst 
for creating a more secure 
and fair society for every-
one.

During a recent visit, 
officials from the Tanza-
nia Gender Networking 
Programme (TGNP) met 
with a dynamic women-

led group in Majohe, Dar 
es Salaam, where passion-
ate female leaders under-
scored the significance 
of empowering women 
financially as a powerful 
tool in addressing gender-
based violence.

These influential leaders 
reiterated the critical role 
of women’s financial em-
powerment in combating 
gender-based violence and 
crimes against women in 
the country, emphasizing 
that financial autonomy 

New York

BITCOIN extended a retreat 
from its latest record high amid 
an intensifying debate about 
whether the bull run in crypto-
currencies is evidence of spec-
ulative froth in global markets.

The largest digital asset 
dropped as much as 7.2 per-
cent on Friday before paring 
some of the slide to change 
hands at $67,725 as of 7:57 a.m. 
in New York. The token set a 
fresh all-time peak of almost 
$73,798 a day earlier.

Both this year’s advance in 
Bitcoin and a gauge of the top 
100 tokens — comprising the 
likes of Ether, BNB and Solana 
— moderated to less than 60 
percent.

Bets on looser Federal Re-
serve monetary policy helped 

to power rallies in global 
stocks, bonds and crypto in the 
past few months, but investors 
are reassessing such wagers 
following evidence of persis-
tent inflationary pressure in 
the US.

Trouble Ahead?
In a Bloomberg Television in-

terview, Bank of America Corp. 
Chief Investment Strategist 
Michael Hartnett said markets 
are showing the characteris-
tics of a bubble in the record-
setting surge by the technology 
sector’s so-called Magnificent 
Seven stocks and the all-time 
highs in crypto.

The comments feed into a 
live debate on Wall Street about 
whether many markets are vul-
nerable to a pullback. For Bit-
coin, supporters point to about 

$12 billion of net inflows into 
dedicated US exchange-traded 
funds since their debut on Jan. 
11 as a fundamental support, as 
well as an upcoming reduction 
in the token’s supply growth.

Sylvia To, head of token part-

nerships and research at cryp-
to exchange Bullish, flagged a 
cooling in the net ETF inflows 
to approximately $133 million 
on Thursday. “Buyer exhaus-
tion in the market could be a 
catalyst” for the Bitcoin selloff, 

she said.
A report showing a jump 

in US producer prices stoked 
worries that the Fed’s cam-
paign to get inflation under 
control is far from over.

Bitcoin ‘Undercut’
Bitcoin was “undercut by 

the rise in US yields and the 
US dollar that followed the hot 
producer-price inflation data,” 
Tony Sycamore, a market ana-
lyst at IG Australia Pty, wrote in 
a note.

The token’s stumble came 
alongside indications of in-
creased circumspection in the 
derivatives market, which of 
late has been a lightning rod 
for bullish fervor.

Coinglass data show $668 
million worth of bullish crypto 
wagers were liquidated in the 
past 24 hours — the most in 
about two weeks. The funding 
rate or cost for positions in Bit-
coin perpetual futures — which 
are popular with speculators 
as they have no set expiry — 
slumped, according to Crypto-

Quant figures.
“We had a wave of long liqui-

dations which has contributed 
to exacerbating the selloff,” 
said Dessislava Aubert, analyst 
at Kaiko. “Looking at the BTC 
cumulative volume delta over 
the past 24 hours, the selling 
pressure began to accumulate 
towards the end of Asian trad-
ing hours on Binance and Bybit 
before spreading to other mar-
kets.”

“We would still qualify this 
market activity as, ‘consoli-
dating in the range of all-time 
highs.”’ said Stephane Ouel-
lette, chief executive of FRNT 
Financial. “It’s not unusual in 
crypto to see such volatility 
around major pivot points.”

Bloomberg

14	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Saturday 16 March, 2024

BUSINESS NEWS

 By Correspondent James Kan-
doya

I
MPROVING commu-
nity awareness is crucial 
for the government to 
achieve its goal of reach-

ing 80 percent clean fuels and 
technologies for cooking by 
2030, thereby paving the way for 
a cleaner and healthier future 
and a more sustainable environ-
ment for generations to come.

This was said in Dar es Salaam, 
yesterday by Winfrida Robert, 
a clean cooking energy special-
ist from the Industrial Research 
and Development Organization 
(TIRDO), who emphasized the 
need to increase access to clean 
cooking technologies.

She pointed out that more 
than 80 percent of women in 
the country use cooking energy 
that is neither safe nor clean, re-
sulting in respiratory diseases or 
even death.

According to the Tanzania 
Mainland Household Budget 
Survey (2017/18), only 17.1 per-
cent of the urban population 
and 2 percent of the rural popu-
lation have access to clean fuels 
and cooking technologies. This 
underscores the urgent need to 
extend the availability of clean 
cooking solutions.

“With the support from the Eu-
ropean Union, United Nation De-
velopment Programme (UNDP) 
has established energy efficiency 
laboratories at TIRDO to conduct 
energy auditing and efficiency 
aimed at ensuring the public use 
clean and efficiency cooking en-

Community awareness vital 
for 80 clean cooking by 2030

 Atlanta, Georgia

THE US Chamber of Commerce, in collaboration 
with the President’s Advisory Council on African Dias-
pora Engagement, will Monday next week, convene a 
special edition of “Advance with Africa,” a national U.S. 
Chamber roadshow, in Atlanta.

The Chamber’s US-Africa Business Center and the 
President’s Advisory Council on African Diaspora En-
gagement are partnering to present this event as part 
of the Council’s meeting to provide invaluable guid-
ance to reinforce economic ties between the United 
States and Africa.

Since launching in Atlanta in September 2022, the 
Advance with Africa roadshow has engaged thousands 
of owners of small- and medium-sized businesses, par-
ticularly Black and African Diaspora-owned business-
es, and increased their understanding of commercial 
opportunities in Africa, set to be home to 1 in 4 of the 
world’s citizens by 2050.  

Through engagements with government and busi-
ness leaders, this special installment of “Advance with 
Africa” not only returns to where the roadshow began, 
but also partners with members of the President’s Di-
aspora Advisory Council.

It was noted that the members are leaders of indus-
try and boast decades of private sector experience 
investing in and doing business on the continent of 
Africa.

US Chamber hosts 
Atlanta event for 
Africa’s progress

Empowering 
women for a 
safer, fairer 
tomorrow

Through engagements with 
government and business 
leaders, this special 
installment of “Advance 
with Africa” 

Bitcoin decline continues amid ‘bubble’ concerns

President Samia Suluhu Hassan engages with clean energy stakeholders at an exhibition held in Dar es Salaam last year. File photo. 

is key to building a soci-
ety that is free from such 
violence and upholding 
women’s rights.

Encouraging the wom-

en to continue champion-
ing the cause of financial 
empowerment, social 
liberties, and equal rights, 
the TGNP officials high-

lighted the transformative 
impact of their advocacy 
on creating a more inclu-
sive and just society for all.

The women involved in 

diverse economic activi-
ties such as horticulture, 
waste recycling, and tai-
loring shared a common 
belief that failure to ad-

dress economic depend-
ency can exacerbate issues 
like gender-based violence 
and sexual harassment.

Tabu Ally, Chairperson 
of the Majohe Knowledge 
Centre, praised TGNP and 
its partners for their vital 
role in advancing women’s 
financial independence. 
She credited a horticul-
ture project funded by 
the Elico Foundation for 
providing a steady income 
stream to her and fellow 
members.

Expressing gratitude 
for the partnership with 
the Elico Foundation, Ally 
emphasized how income-
generating projects offer 
practical solutions to com-
bat gender-based violence 
and break stereotypes 
linked to women relying 
on men for financial sup-
port.

Member of the Knowl-
edge Centre, Rehema 
Mwateba, recognized the 
invaluable support of de-
velopment partners in 
uplifting women through 
small-scale projects in 
various sectors, fostering 

financial independence 
among women.

Emphasizing the posi-
tive ripple effects of these 
projects, including envi-
ronmental conservation 
and resilience against 
climate change impacts, 
Mwateba highlighted the 
transformative power of 
economic empowerment 
for women.

Ally Mzava, Chairperson 
of Kivule street, pointed 
out the crucial role of local 
government leaders in em-
powering women through 
entrepreneurship training 
and capacity-building pro-
grams, equipping women-
led economic groups with 
essential skills for success 
in competitive markets.

Through collaborative 
efforts with women-led 
groups and funding from 
diverse non-governmental 
organizations and devel-
opment stakeholders, 
TGNP is instrumental in 
motivating and empower-
ing women to realize their 
economic independence 
through impactful in-
come-generating projects.

ergy,” she said.
  She said so far TIRDO has 

conducted community aware-
ness to small entrepreneurs pro-
ducing charcoal pellets in 12 re-
gions and to local manufacturers 
of energy serving cookers in five 
regions to local.

Robert Washija, National En-
ergy Efficiency Analyst at UNDP, 
said the organization has active-
ly supported the Ministry of En-
ergy in implementing Tanzania’s 
1st Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
(EEAP).

He said the visionary endeavor 
seeks to ensure universal access 
to affordable, reliable, sustain-

able, and modern energy across 
Tanzania.

Washija said key actions in-
cluded the introduction of 
Minimum Energy Performance 
Standards (MEPS) for priority 
appliances, further enhancing 
the efficiency and sustainability 
of energy usage in the country

“Through these collabora-
tive efforts, we aim to transform 
the cooking energy landscape 
in Tanzania, ensuring access to 
clean and efficient cooking solu-
tions for all,” he said.

In October last year, the gov-
ernment, UNDP and     the EU 
inaugurated a new modern en-

ergy efficiency laboratory worth 
$ 400,000 at TIRDO.

according to the Director of 
Human Resource, Administra-
tion and Management at the Min-
istry of Energy, Bahati Mtono, 
the laboratory would be used for 
practical teaching and providing 
energy auditing services in in-
dustries, commercial buildings, 
and households.

She said that the project seeks 
to strengthen legal, regulatory, 
institutional, and administrative 
frameworks and aid large energy 
consumers, general users, and 
skills development, particularly 
for women and youth.

Mtono said the laboratory 
will also be used for practical 
teaching and providing energy 
auditing services in industries, 
commercial buildings, and 
households.

She said the Action Plan is be-
ing implemented by the Ministry 
and the UNDP with support from 
the EU.

“The laboratory is equipped 
with state-of-the-art energy ef-
ficiency technologies, including 
energy monitoring and analysis 
systems, energy modelling soft-
ware, and energy efficiency test-
ing equipment,” she said.
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‘Cost of living hinders youth 
from saving for retirement’

ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE   
 
 SATURDAY 9 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10	 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
 	
SUNDAY 10 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:20     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera

MONDAY 11 March
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo

9:30       Soap: Laws of love rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      ITV Top Ten rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa 
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:40 	 Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle 
14:15	 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 Music: The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30   	DW: Afrimaxx
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45
22:00     Kipindi maalum: NHIF
22:15     Bundesliga na DW
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base	
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 12 March
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00	  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
13:20     Usafiri Wako rpt
13:50      Shikabamba
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Shikabamba
14:25     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30   	Watoto wetu
17:00	 Music: The Base 
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba
21:35     Kipindi Maalum: Nishati na 

Mazingira

21:50     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 13 March 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00     Kipindi maalum: Nishati na 

Mazingira rpt
11:15      Mjue Zaidi rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
14:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05     S/Prog: Watumishi housing
21:20	 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:50     Ripoti maalum:
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00    Jiji letu 
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 14 March 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Nishati na 

Mazingira rpt
11:15      Ripoti maalum 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa

13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 15 March
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing
11:20      Jagina rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15      Top ten
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 16 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5

10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10	 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 17 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:20     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera
 

 CAPITAL
 
 Sat  08 March
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt I Plead Guilty RPT
 17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
19:30 	 The Decor

20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 09 March
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 DW
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty 

Rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 10 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty 

Rpt 
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Jagina
16:00	 Tommorow Today
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Innovation Rpt
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  11 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty 

Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt

14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Shamba Lulu
15:30 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Jagina rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 12 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Eco@ Africa
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  13 March
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Jagina rpt
15:30 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  14 March
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt

11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 Out & About Rpt
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 15 March
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  16 March
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

BUSINESS NEWS

 New York

GENERATION X, often referred to as the “Lost Gen-
eration,” finds itself in a precarious financial situation, 
wedged between the money struggles of millennials and 
Gen Z on one side and the relative stability of baby boom-
ers on the other. According to a recent Bankrate survey, 
47 percent of Gen Xers (ages 44-59) have more credit 
card debt than emergency savings.

This statistic paints a picture of Gen X falling behind 
all generations, with millennials (ages 28-43) faring only 
slightly better at 46 percent having more debt than sav-
ings, and Gen Z (ages 18-27) at 32 percent. On the other 
end of the spectrum, baby boomers (ages 60-78) appear 
to be in a more comfortable position, with 68 percent 
having higher emergency savings than credit card debt — 
the highest percentage among all generations surveyed.

The survey data highlights the financial tightrope that 
Gen X is walking, sandwiched between the debt burdens 
of millennials and Gen Z, often referred to as the “broke” 
generations, and the comparatively well-prepared boom-
ers. This Lost Generation moniker takes on new signifi-
cance as Gen Xers struggle to build a financial safety net 
amid competing demands of supporting their children 
and aging parents.

Greg McBride, chief financial analyst at Bankrate, 
points out the strain many households are facing, stating, 
“Financing purchases at 20 percent interest rates is a sign 
of the financial strain millions of households are feeling.”

The survey also revealed that Gen Xers were the most 
likely generation to report having less emergency savings 
than they did a year ago, with 34 percent admitting to a 
decline in their financial cushion.

Pew Research Center’s  examination of Generation X 
highlights their significant role as a bridge between the 
notably different baby boomers and millennials. Despite 
their critical economic and social position, Gen Xers 
have often been overlooked in discussions about de-
mographic, social and political changes. Their financial 
outlook is notably more pessimistic compared to other 
generations, partly because of the economic stresses as-
sociated with middle age.

 Agencies

Gen X is facing 
debt crisis: More 
credit card debt 
than savings

 New York

R
ICH Dad Poor Dad 
author  Robert 
Kiyosaki  recent-
ly sounded the 

alarm about a looming crisis 
for baby boomers’ retirement 
savings.

In a social media post, he 
warned that the “biggest 
bubble in history will wipe 
out baby boomers” because 
they are “the first generation 
with flimsy 401(k)s.” Kiyosaki 
advised his followers to “buy 
real assets: gold, silver, Bit-
coin before the biggest bub-
ble in history goes bust.”

Kiyosaki’s dire predictions 
about the potential collapse 
of the U.S. dollar and the 
stock market may seem ex-
treme, but new research sug-
gests that he is not entirely 
off base when it comes to 
the precarious state of baby 
boomers’ retirement savings.

A recent  study  from the 
Center for Retirement Re-
search at Boston College 
found that many younger 
baby boomers and subse-
quent generations who rely 
solely on 401(k) savings ac-
counts risk outliving their 
funds. The economists com-
pared the drawdown speeds 
between those with tradition-
al pensions and those with 
only 401(k) accounts, which 
have become the norm in re-
cent decades.

The economists compared 
the depletion rates of 401(k) 
accounts against traditional 

Is Kiyosaki’s prediction of 
a foremost bubble burst 
for baby boomers true?

 New York

A new report from Fidelity Investments 
finds that over half of Millennials and Gen 
Z believe they will have a harder time sav-
ing for retirement due to the higher cost 
of living.

Fidelity’s 2024 State of Retirement 
Planning study found that 57 percent of 
Millennials and 56 percent of Gen Z be-
lieve they will have a harder time saving 
for retirement than their parents did due 
to the higher cost of living – figures that 
are markedly higher than the 38 percent 
of Gen X and 16 percent of Boomers who 
expressed those concerns.

Respondents across generations cit-
ed higher costs from inflation, consumer 
debt and the need to build emergency 
savings as the main barriers to reaching 
their retirement savings goals.

However, younger generations cited ad-
ditional challenges such as dealing with 
student loan debt, saving for a home and 
a wedding, as well as childcare costs.

In light of those challenges, Americans 
of all generations said they wished they 
had started planning for retirement ear-
lier.

The study found that on average, Gen 
Z respondents said they started plan-
ning for retirement at age 20 when they 
wished they had started at 17, while Mil-
lennials started at 27 and wished they had 
at 22.

Retirement savers noted that recent 
legislative changes have made it easier for 
them to save, such as the enactment of 
the SECURE 2.0 Act.

The law gave employers the ability to 
make contributions to  workers’ retire-
ment accounts  while they pay down 
student loan debt, and it also established 
emergency savings accounts of up to 
$2,500 for non-highly compensated em-
ployees that they and their employer can 
contribute to until the cap is reached.

One-third of Gen Z respondents said 
they believe their employer could lever-
age the new law to help them save more 
by making a matching retirement contri-
bution when they make their student loan 
payments.

Additionally, one-third of  Gen Z and 
Millennials said it will help them to save 
more for retirement while also building 
up their emergency savings.

An overwhelming majority of respond-
ents – 85 percent across all four genera-
tions included in the study – said they 
want to retire while they are still healthy 
enough to be active, targeting an average 
retirement age of 61-62.

However, motivating factors for retire-
ment varied between generations, with 
Gen Z and Millennials saying becoming 
debt-free or reaching career goals are top 
factors, whereas Boomers said they will 
retire when they emotionally “feel” ready 
to do so.

One-in-10 Gen X respondents have not 
determined when they plan to retire, al-
though they are continuing to save at Fi-
delity’s recommended savings rate of 15 
percent of their income, a figure which 
includes employer and employee contri-
butions.

   Fox

pensions.
According to senior research econ-

omist Gal Wettstein, retirees with pen-
sions historically have maintained or 
grown their nest eggs after retiring. 
However, this “sanguine idea from the 
past” doesn’t apply to the 401(k) real-
ity most face now.

The analysis revealed that 401(k) 
balances drain significantly faster 
than pensions. By ages 70 and 75, re-
tirees with just a 401(k) had far less 
savings compared to their pension 
counterparts. As Wettstein told CNBC, 
“People spend a large share of what 
they have when they have a 401(k).”

Trending: Can you guess how many 
Americans successfully retire with 

$1,000,000 saved?  The percentage 
may shock you.

This accelerated spend-down 
means many 401(k) investors could 
fully deplete their funds by age 85, de-
spite around half likely living longer. 
Lacking a pension’s guaranteed in-
come, retirees must rely heavily on 
withdrawing from dwindling 401(k) 
balances to cover expenses.

Wettstein noted the key advantage 
of pensions was guiding sustainable 
spending rates by ensuring a steady 
payment. “A 401(k) doesn’t give you 
that,” he said. While Kiyosaki’s call to 
abandon traditional retirement ac-
counts and invest in alternative assets 
like precious metals and cryptocur-

Generation X, caught between financial struggles of 
millennials and stability of baby boomers. Photo: File

rencies may be extreme, 
the study highlights the 
very real challenges facing 
baby boomers in ensuring 
their retirement savings 
last. As the first generation 
to rely primarily on 401(k) 
plans, many may find 
themselves in a precarious 
financial situation in their 
later years.

To avoid running out of 
money in retirement, it is 
crucial for all generations 
to regularly review their 
savings and make adjust-
ments as needed. Consult-
ing a qualified financial ad-
viser  can help determine 
whether your nest egg is 
enough to support your 
desired lifestyle through-
out retirement. An adviser 
can provide personalized 
guidance on prudent with-
drawal rates, investment 
allocations and strategies 
to make your savings last, 
such as incorporating an 
annuity or reverse mort-
gage.

Proper retirement plan-
ning is essential to avoid 
the grim scenario Kiyo-
saki warns about. With 
life expectancies increas-
ing, baby boomers must 
ensure their 401(k)s and 
other savings can go the 
distance. While his calls to 
invest in nontraditional as-
sets may be controversial, 
Kiyosaki’s core message 
highlights the importance 
of taking your retirement 
security seriously.  

Agencies
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WORLD

MOSCOW
 
A presidential vote has begun in 

Russia: over the next three days, 
Russians will elect their president 
for the next six years.

It will be the first presidential 
vote to employ the latest technolo-
gies, tested during earlier lower-
level polls: a three-day voting pe-
riod and a remote vote. For the 
first time, residents of Donbass and 
Novorossia will take part.

Polling stations have already 
opened their doors in Russia’s Far 
Eastern regions, specifically in the 
easternmost Kamchatka and Chu-
kotka. Vladimir Solodov, the gover-
nor of Kamchatka, became the first 
regional head to cast his ballot.

For candidates will compete for 
the top state post in the 2024 elec-
tion, the eighth overall in the his-
tory of modern Russia. 

They are Vladislav Davankov 
(nominated by the New People par-
ty), incumbent President Vladimir 
Putin (self-designated candiate), 
Leonid Slutsky of the LDPR party 
and Nikolay Kharitonov (the Com-
munist Party of Russia).

At the very start of the presi-
dential race, a total of 33 people, 
including nine contenders from 
parties and 24 independent con-
tenders, planned to run for Rus-
sian presidency. 

Only 15 of them eventually sub-
mitted the documents required to 
be registered as candidates. When 
the deadline for filing documents 
expired on January 1, only 11 candi-

dates remained in the race, but only four 
were eventually registered.

Scope of the vote
For the first time ever, the presidential 

election in Russia will continue for three 
days. According to Russian Central Elec-
tion Commission Chair Ella Pamfilova, 
Russians liked this format, because it gives 
them more opportunity to vote.

Overall, more than 94,000 polling sta-
tions will be open in Russia from 8:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. local time. With the exception 
of several locations abroad, the vote will 
be formally over at 9:00 p.m. on March 17, 
when polling stations in Russia’s western-
most region of Kaliningrad will close their 
doors.

A total of 295 polling stations will open 
in 144 foreign countries and on the terri-
tory of the Baikonur space center, which 
Russia leases from Kazakhstan. The exact 
timeframe of the vote abroad will vary 
from country to country. Thailand will be 
the first country where polling stations 
will open on the territory of the Russian 
Consulate General in Phuket.

The upcoming presidential election will 
also be the first time that voters will have 
the option of casting their ballots elec-
tronically, with online voting available in 
29 regions, including Moscow, compris-
ing one-third of the country’s constituent 
regions. Voters were able to submit appli-
cations to cast their ballots online from 
January 29 through March 11.

Overall, more than 4.7 million people 
applied to vote online. The results of the 
online vote will be known between 10:00 
p.m. and 11:00 p.m. Moscow time on 
March 17.

			   Agencies

DUBAI 

Hamas has presented a 
Gaza ceasefire proposal to 
mediators and the US that 
includes the release of Is-
raeli hostages in exchange 
for freedom for Palestinian 
prisoners, 100 of whom are 
serving life sentences, ac-
cording to a proposal seen 
by Reuters.

Hamas said the initial 
release of Israelis would 
include women, children, 
elderly and ill hostages 
in return for the release 
of 700-1,000 Palestinians 
held in Israeli prisons, ac-
cording to the proposal. 
The release of Israeli “fe-
male recruits” is included. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s of-
fice said on Thursday a 
new Gaza truce proposal 
presented by Hamas to 
mediators was still based 
on “unrealistic demands”.

His office said an up-
date on the issue would be 
handed to the war cabinet 
and extended security cab-
inet on Friday.

Egypt and Qatar have 
been trying to narrow dif-
ferences between Israel 
and Hamas over what a 
ceasefire should look like 
as a deepening humanitar-
ian crisis has one quarter 
of the population in the 
battered Gaza Strip facing 
famine.

Qatari officials did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Egypt is seeking to reach 
a ceasefire in Gaza, ramp 
up aid deliveries to the 
Strip and allow for dis-
placed Palestinians in the 
south and center of the en-
clave to move to the north, 
President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi said on Friday.

“We are talking about 
reaching a ceasefire in 
Gaza, meaning a truce, pro-
viding the biggest quantity 
of aid,” he told Egypt’s po-
lice academy.

Sisi also warned against 
the dangers of an Israeli in-
cursion into Rafah, on the 
border with Egypt.

Possible assault on Rafah
Five months into the 

war, Netanyahu’s office said in Feb-
ruary it had ordered the military to 
develop a plan to evacuate Rafah 
and destroy four Hamas battalions 
it says are deployed there.

A possible assault on Rafah, 
where most of the displaced have 
sought shelter, prompted interna-
tional concern for its dire conse-
quences.

Hamas said ceasefire negotia-
tions had faltered over the past 
few weeks due to Netanyahu’s 
rejection of its demands, which 
include a permanent ceasefire, 
Israeli withdrawal from the Strip, 
the return of the displaced in the 
south of the enclave to the center 
and the north, and stepping up aid 
without restrictions. 

In February, Hamas received a 
draft proposal from Gaza truce 
talks in Paris that included a 40-
day pause in all military operations 
and the exchange of Palestinian 
prisoners for Israeli hostages at a 
ratio of 10 to one - a similar ratio to 
the new ceasefire proposal.

Release of all detainees
Israel had rejected in February 

a draft proposal for a truce from 
Hamas, citing its long-held goal of 
not ending the war until it has de-
stroyed the Islamist group that has 
run Gaza since 2006. Hamas insists 
an agreement should end the war.

According to the latest proposal, 
Hamas said a date for a permanent 
ceasefire would be agreed upon af-
ter the initial exchange of hostages 
and prisoners, as well as a dead-
line for an Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza.

The group said all detainees 

This past winter, Harbin in 
northeast China’s Heilongji-
ang province just went viral, 
gaining huge fame on the in-
ternet as a tourism hot spot.

According to statistics re-
leased by a big data research 
institute under Chinese 
technology company Sina, 
information about Harbin’s 
tourism began surging in late 
December last year. The total 
online information exceeded 
10 million pieces, a quadruple 
increase year-on-year.

Videos showcasing Harbin’s 
features spammed social me-
dia pages. They showed Oro-
qen people walking on the 
street, leading their reindeer 
and wearing traditional hats 
made of Siberian roe deer fur, 
plump arctic foxes curling 
docilely in the arms of tour-
ists, with their eyes squinted 
to slits, as well as exquisite 
frozen pear slices and an arti-
ficial moon hanging above the 

St. Sophia Cathedral...
Driven by the social media 

buzz, Harbin’s offline tourism 
was equally prospering. Ac-
cording to big data analysis by 
Harbin’s culture and tourism 
bureau, during the three-day 
New Year holiday, the city wel-
comed a total of over 3 million 
visits, generating 5.9 billion 
yuan ($821.11 million) in tour-
ism revenue, 4.4 times and 
7.9 times the figures from the 
same period last year, respec-
tively. During the Spring Fes-
tival period, Harbin received 
more than 10 million visits, 
with tourism revenue reach-
ing 16.42 billion yuan, both all-
time highs for the city.

Harbin’s popularity reminds 
people of other Chinese cities 
that have previously captured 
internet stardom: Chongqing, 
Changsha in Hunan, Zibo in 

Shandong, Litang in Sichuan...
Despite their distinct char-

acteristics and varied styles, 
these cities have all drawn 
massive crowds of tourists 
with their diverse urban land-
scapes. 

According to Wang Xin, as-
sociate dean of the National 
Institute of Advertising at the 
Communication University 
of China, cities can develop 
their iconic cultural concepts 
by uncovering and amplifying 
distinctive spatial and cultural 
activities based on existing 
perceptions of urban culture 
held by residents and visi-
tors. These cultural concepts 
then spread widely through 
social media, attracting atten-
tion from people who are not 
present and giving first-hand 
experiences to those on site.

For instance, those who are 

not in Harbin can watch the 
city’s attractions online, and 
tourists to the city can share 
their first-hand experiences 
by posting photos on social 
media and more. This process 
exponentially attracts more 
tourists to spontaneously par-
ticipate in the promotion of 
“internet-famous cities.”

How do “internet-famous 
cities” attract even more tour-
ists? They have mastered the 
art.

Quanzhou in southeast 
China’s Fujian province, the 
starting point of the ancient 
Maritime Silk Road, has lev-
eraged its rich resources of 
intangible cultural heritage to 
launch an experiential activ-
ity that encourages visitors to 
not only appreciate the local 
marionette show but also try 
manipulating the marionettes 

themselves.
Additionally, the city has 

opened night markets and in-
creased evening performanc-
es by local troupes, expanding 
nighttime tourism options for 
visitors.

Dali in southwest China’s 
Yunnan province, a renowned 
tourism destination now gain-
ing fame on the internet, is 
currently cultivating an urban 
culture centered around cof-
fee. Nowadays, visitors to Dali 
can not only admire the scenic 
Cangshan Mountain and Erhai 
Lake, but also savor different 
varieties of coffee to feel the 
charm of the “City of Coffee.” 

For those cities that rose 
to internet fame through TV 
dramas and films, relevant 
governments have adopted 
creative approaches, blending 
the features of the cities with 

filming locations.
For instance, the web series 

“The Bad Kids” was filmed in 
the Chikan Old Street in Zhan-
jiang, Guangdong province. 
After the hit went sensational, 
the local government invited 
history and culture experts to 
train a volunteer service team, 
so that the team could share 
the rich history and cultural 
heritage of the old street with 
visitors.

Regardless of what pro-
pelled a city to internet 
stardom, it’s evident that 
“internet-famous cities” are 
all attempting to integrate cul-
ture and tourism. This allows 
tourists to take away more 
than just “buzzwords” and 
“catchphrases,” leaving them 
with deeper, more lasting 
memories.

How to convert online data 

traffic into long-term popu-
larity and sustained devel-
opment is a question every 
“internet-famous city” grap-
ples with. Experts suggest that 
upholding a visitor-centric 
philosophy is paramount for a 
city to thrive in tourism. Pro-
viding comprehensive and 
thoughtful public services is 
crucial for retaining visitors.

“Service awareness is culti-
vated over the long term,” said 
Liu Simin, vice president of 
the tourism branch of the Chi-
na Society for Futures Stud-
ies. While making short-term, 
intensive efforts to improve 
services for visitors can pro-
vide temporary relief during 
peak tourist seasons, an “in-
ternet-famous city” can only 
sustain long-term popularity 
by establishing an overall vis-
itor-friendly environment and 
continually enhancing sup-
porting amenities and public 
services. People’s Daily

Chinese ‘internet-famous cities’ find key to development

VIENNA

 Russia pays great attention to 
activities on international platforms 
provided the UN retains its central 
role, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey 
Vershinin told Russian media on the 
sidelines of the 67th session of the UN 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs.

“At this meeting of the commission 
at the high-level segment of the 67th 
session of the UN Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs we are represented by 
an inter-ministerial delegation. 

This confirms that we are seriously 
minded about activities on this track. 
We are adamant that it is necessary 
and possible to work on international 
platforms, provided that the UN re-
tains the central role with its princi-
ples, which are enshrined in the UN 
Charter and which, of course, have 
nothing to do with the ‘rules’ that 
the Western countries, primarily the 
United States and their satellites, are 
trying to impose on us, that is, by the 
rules that they themselves establish 
and that they themselves change ar-
bitrarily,” Vershinin said.

He remarked that the current 
high-level segment “does not contain 
breakthrough solutions,” but it is very 
important to properly consolidate 
the understanding of the internation-
al community’s actions in the fight 
against drugs.

“This is a viable and important plat-
form, and we seek to create a com-
mon front and harmonize efforts. 
This platform is not simple for us, but 
it is crucial.

 I draw attention to the fact that 
the number of like-minded countries, 
that is, countries that think, want and 
move roughly in the same direction 
that we want to move in, is increasing. 
Today, there are over 40 countries 
that share our views. 

This is good, we will continue to 
work on it, persuading everyone 
of the need to work in this way,” 
Vershinin said.

He also stated that a “group of like-
minded associates” is preparing a 
final document in the form of a state-
ment by several dozen countries “on 
cardinal issues related to the fight 
against drugs.”

Russia supports UN 
role, rejects US rules 
on world platforms, 
says senior diplomat

Presidential election begins in Russia

Hamas presents detailed ceasefire 
proposal to mediators

A displaced Palestinian man along with his belongings sits on a donkey cart 
amid the rubble of houses destroyed by Israeli bombardment in Hamad area, 
west of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on Thursday.  AFP

Kanniyakumari

Prime Minister Narendra Modi yes-
terday said the DMK-Congress’ INDIA 
bloc can never make Tamil Nadu a 
developed state as it has a “history of 
scams and corruption.”

Addressing a rally in Tamil Nadu’s 
Kanyakumari, the Prime Minister said 
that today the wave that has emerged 
from India’s southern shore, in Kanya-
kumari, will reach far-off places.

“In 1991, I began ‘Ekta Yatra’ from 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir. This time, 
I travelled from Kashmir to Kanya-
kumari. The people of Jammu and 
Kashmir have rejected the people who 
want to divide India. I am certain that 

the people of Tamil Nadu will also do 
the same,” PM Modi said.

PM Modi further asserted that Con-
gress and DMK only know how to 
misbehave with women and slammed 
DMK for “doing politics in the name of 
women”.

“Everyone remembers what the 
DMK leaders did to Jayalalithaa ji. 
Their attitude towards women has still 
remained the same. Crimes against 
women have increased in Tamil Nadu. 
When we brought the reservation bill 
for women in Parliament, neither Con-
gress nor DMK supported it. DMK and 
Congress are both anti-women,” he 
said.

			   ANI

History of DMK, Congress is full of scams - PM Modi

RAMALLAH

Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas on Thursday 
tasked Mohammad Mustafa to 
form the 19th government, the 
official news agency WAFA re-
ported.

Mustafa is the head of the Pal-
estine Investment Fund and a 
senior economic advisor to Ab-
bas, according to the report. 

His appointment comes af-
ter the Palestinian government, 
led by former Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh, resigned 

more than two weeks ago in 
light of challenging circumstanc-
es amid the developments in the 
Gaza Strip, the West Bank, and 
Jerusalem.

 Also, it coincided with mount-
ing pressure on Abbas to reform 
the Palestinian Authority and 
initiate the establishment of a 
political framework capable 
of governing a future Palestin-
ian state in the aftermath of the 
Gaza conflict.

A Palestinian source, who 
preferred not to mention his 
name, said Mustafa would work 
to form a technocratic govern-
ment of experts, with one of its 
tasks being the reconstruction of 
post-conflict Gaza. 

		  Xinhua

Abbas tasks Mohammad Mustafa to form new Palestinian govt

from both sides would be re-
leased in a second stage of the 
plan.

The war was triggered by a 
Hamas-led attack on southern 
Israeli towns on Oct 7 in which 
1,200 people were killed and 
253 taken hostage, according to 
Israeli tallies.

Since then, Israel’s air, sea 
and ground assault on Gaza has 
killed more than 31,000 people 
and wounded over 71,500, ac-
cording to Gaza health authori-
ties.

The conflict has spread to 
other parts of the already vol-
atile Middle East. Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah has frequently ex-
changed fire with Israel along 
the border.

Armed groups in Iraq have 
attacked US forces in the coun-
try and Yemen’s Houthis have 
attacked ships in and around 
the Red Sea to show their soli-
darity with Palestinians in the 
Gaza war.

Late on Thursday, Hamas 
said it presented to mediators 
a comprehensive vision of a 
truce based on stopping what it 
calls Israeli aggression against 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, 
providing relief and aid, the 
return of displaced Gazans to 
their homes and the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces.

With the war now in its sixth 
month, the UN has warned that 
at least 576,000 people in Gaza 
are on the brink of famine and 
global pressure has been grow-
ing on Israel to allow more ac-
cess for aid.

This is a viable and 
important platform, 
and we seek to create 
a common front and 
harmonize efforts
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WORLD NEWS

UNITED NATIONS

 The lead delegate of the Chinese 
delegation attending the 68th session 
of the Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW68) has called for efforts 
to create a world free from discrimina-
tion against women.

“China, along with the international 
community, will push forward the 
Global Development Initiative to be 
more in-depth and practical, building 
a world free of discrimination against 
women and creating a new era of glob-
al development,” Huang Xiaowei, Min-
ister and Deputy Head of the National 
Working Committee on Children and 
Women of the State Council, told the 
CSW68, which kicked off on Monday.

In her speeches delivered at the 
huge gathering over the past few days, 
Huang said that China incorporates 
gender equality as a basic state policy 
into “the governing program of the 
Party,” committed to promoting the 
synchronized development of women 
with the economy and society, empow-
ering women to have confidence and 
independence. 

Huang stated that China insists on 
putting people at the center, winning 
the largest-scale battle against poverty 
in human history, contributing over 

China advocates world without gender discrimination at UN

If there were no fast logistics 
or delivery couriers, consump-
tion in mountainous areas 
would be quite different.

Li Xingying’s home is located 
deep in the Gaoligong Moun-
tains in southwest China’s Yun-
nan province. 

Many years ago, she went to 
high school in another place 
in Nujiang Lisu autonomous 
prefecture. When her parents 
wanted to send her some lo-
cal specialties from home, they 
had to ride a motorcycle for 20 
kilometers on a mountain road 
to the post office, which took at 
least an hour. It would take at 
least two days, even if they were 
in the same prefecture, before Li 
could receive the specialties.

Now, every village in Yunnan 
has access to postal services, 
and villagers can enjoy courier 
services at their doorsteps. Re-
cently, Li bought Spring Festi-
val’s goods for her family, and it 
took less than four days for these 
packages to reach her home-
town after traveling over 2,000 
kilometers from east China’s 

Zhejiang province.
“It’s so convenient now. We 

can just order whatever we want 
on our phones and pick up the 
items with just a few steps out-
side,” said Li’s mother.

According to data released by 
the State Post Bureau, express 
courier firms nationwide han-
dled 132.07 billion parcels in 
2023, up 19.4 percent compared 
to the previous year. This figure 
has ranked first in the world for 
10 consecutive years.

These parcels, connecting 
thousands of households and 
various industries, vividly de-
picted the vibrancy of China.

Smooth logistics is driving 
development and improving liv-
ing standards while meeting the 
needs of the people for a better 
life. Today, it takes as short as 48 
hours for imported Boston lob-
sters to be put on the Chinese ta-
ble from the moment when they 
are caught, and “next-day” de-
livery is so quick that customers 

don’t even have time to change 
their delivery address. 

With the introduction of cold-
chain logistics, various fruits, 
vegetables, and seafood can be 
kept fresh throughout the entire 
transportation process.

The logistics industry, con-

necting production and con-
sumption, vitalizes the com-
modity market and fosters 
innovation. Embracing the dual 
opportunities of consumption 
and industrial upgrades, a se-
cure and efficient logistics net-
work that connects domestic 

and international markets is rap-
idly taking shape.

Efficiency in circulation and 
production are equally crucial 
for improving the overall opera-
tional efficiency of the national 
economy.

Over a decade ago, “logistics 

overload” was a buzzword on 
the internet, as cross-border par-
cels were difficult to deliver on 
time. Slow speed and high costs 
became bottlenecks for the de-
velopment of the industry.

Problems give rise to changes. 
The introduction of electronic 
waybills initiated automated 
sorting, thus establishing intel-
ligent logistics systems. The con-
tinuous improvement of urban 
and rural transportation infra-
structure, with roads reaching 
every village, has made logistics 
smoother. China’s internet pen-
etration continues to increase, 
leading to a more complete and 
diverse logistics ecosystem.

Thanks to economic develop-
ment and social progress, the 
logistics industry has benefited 
from the dividends of informa-
tization and digitization. It has 
made a qualitative leap in terms 
of hardware facilities, software 
technology, and operational 
methods, demonstrating re-

markable “Chinese speed” and 
impressive “Chinese efficiency.” 

The modern circulation sys-
tem is a strong support for build-
ing a new development pattern. 
Every change in transportation 
tools and increase in business 
volume in the logistics industry, 
from manual handling to intel-
ligent sorting, and from bulk 
freight to the opening of dedi-
cated lines and air transporta-
tion, has greatly promoted the 
reshaping of the economic land-
scape.

Today, China’s logistics indus-
try has achieved a remarkable 
leap from handling 10 billion 
parcels each year to 10 billion 
parcels each month.

 The super-large market of 
China provides vast space and 
opportunities for the develop-
ment of the logistics industry. 
The thriving and active logistics 
industry also plays a crucial role 
in enhancing the reliability of 
domestic circulation, while el-
evating the quality and level of 
international circulation.

	             People’s Daily

MOSCOW

Deputy Chairman of Russia’s Security 
Council Dmitry Medvedev sees Kiev’s much-
hyped “peace formula” as unviable, proposing 
a drastically different way out. He uploaded his 
seven-point counter-plan to his Telegram chan-
nel.

Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky’s 
“peace formula” calls for moving Russian 
troops back to the 1991 borders of what used to 
be the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. Also, 
Moscow would be obliged to pay reparations to 
Kiev. While Western countries have furnished 
wholesale support for this initiative, Medve-
dev argues that the conflict in Ukraine can be 
brought to a halt only “on the basis of recogniz-
ing realities.” Therefore, he argues that Kiev’s 
“peace formula” is “brain-dead.”

“The only way out is to construct our own, 
Russian formula - a peaceful and quite realistic 
one. One that is humane for all,” he remarked.

Russia’s demands, according to Medvedev, 
might include the “complete and unconditional 
surrender of the former ‘Ukraine’ as represent-
ed by the neo-Nazi clique in Kiev,” “recogni-
tion by a provisional parliament of the former 
‘Ukraine’ that its entire territory is the territory 
of Russia,” as well as “the UN recognizing that 
Ukraine has lost its ‘international legal author-
ity.”

In conclusion, Medvedev suggested forming 
temporary governing bodies that would decide 
“on the payment of all due compensation to 
Russia,” and then recognize that the entire ter-
ritory of Ukraine is “a territory of the Russian 
Federation.” Next, Medvedev says, there will 
follow the adoption of a legal act “on the reuni-
fication of the territories of ‘Ukraine’ with Rus-
sia” recognized by the UN.

“That’s Russia’s soft peace formula,” Medve-
dev said. “I reckon that a benevolent consen-
sus based on this type of arrangement can be 
sought, counting on the mutual understanding 
of our close friends - our Western partners.”.

Medvedev slams 
‘brain-dead’ Zelensky 
formula, proposes 
abolishing Ukraine

Thriving logistics reflect China’s economic vitality

Washington

US Senate majority leader Chuck 
Schumer has called for new elec-
tions in Israel while delivering 
sharp criticism of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment during a speech on the Sen-
ate floor regarding the Israel-Ha-
mas war, CNN reported.

Schumer, the highest-ranking 
Jewish elected official in America, 
expressed his perspective, stating, 
“As a lifelong supporter of Israel, it 
has become evident to me: The Ne-
tanyahu coalition no longer aligns 
with Israel’s needs post-October 7. 
The global landscape has drasti-
cally changed since then, and the 
Israeli populace is currently hin-
dered by a governing vision that 
remains entrenched in the past.”

Responding to Schumer’s re-
marks, Netanyahu’s Likud party 
issued a statement, asserting that 
Schumer should “respect Israel’s 
elected government and refrain 
from undermining it.” 

The statement underscored 
Israel’s status as an independent 
democracy and underscored the 
public’s support for a decisive vic-
tory over Hamas while opposing 
the return of the Palestinian Au-
thority to Gaza.

In his speech on the Senate floor, 
US Senate majority leader empha-
sised the necessity for re-evalua-
tion.

“Five months into this conflict, it 
is apparent that Israelis must reas-
sess their trajectory and question if 
a change in direction is imperative. 

At this pivotal moment, I ad-
vocate for new elections as the 
sole means to facilitate a robust 
and transparent decision-making 
process regarding Israel’s future, 
especially given the widespread 
disillusionment among Israelis re-
garding the government’s vision 
and direction,” CNN cited Schumer 
as saying.

The dire humanitarian situa-
tion affecting Palestinian civilians 
in Gaza due to the ongoing con-
flict with Hamas has intensified 
pressure on Democratic officials, 
including President Joe Biden, to 
adopt a tougher stance on Israel. 

Congressional aid to Israel has 
faced delays following the Senate’s 
passage of a package including aid 
for Israel and Ukraine, which has 
yet to be considered in the House.

Schumer, highlighting his role 
as the first Jewish Senate majority 
leader, condemned the Hamas ter-
rorist attack on Israel on October 
7 and affirmed his commitment 
to supporting the Biden adminis-
tration’s efforts in negotiating the 
release of hostages, according to 
CNN.

Expressing anguish over civilian 
casualties in Gaza, Schumer stated, 
“My heart also breaks at the loss of 
so many civilian lives in Gaza. I am 

anguished by the Israeli military 
campaign resulting in the deaths of 
numerous innocent Palestinians. I 
know my fellow Jewish Americans 
share this anguish when witness-
ing the images of deceased and 
starving children and devastated 
homes.”

Senate GOP Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell responded critically to 
Schumer’s speech, arguing on the 
Senate floor, “Israel is not beholden 

to America; its leaders are elected 
by its citizens alone. It is unaccepta-
ble for Americans to call for the re-
moval of a democratically elected 
leader of Israel, particularly given 
our concerns about foreign inter-
ference in our own democracy.”

House Speaker Mike Johnson 
deemed Schumer’s call for new Is-
raeli elections “highly inappropri-
ate” and asserted the importance 
of standing with Israel during its 

existential battle. Johnson also 
mentioned the House Republi-
can leadership’s consideration of 
a standalone Israel bill following 
Schumer’s remarks.

Schumer concluded his speech 
expressing confidence in the Israe-
li public’s recognition of the need 
for change and advocating for new 
elections once the conflict subsides 
to allow Israelis to shape their post-
war future, CNN reported.   ANI

strategy.
Through stories of “small changes” in 

women’s lives, such as “the first time hav-
ing the priority to get a loan,” “the first time 
having their own seal and bank card,” and 
“the first time buying lipstick with their own 
earned money,” she showcased the “big revo-
lution” in realizing women’s economic em-
powerment and equal participation of men 
and women.

During the CSW68, the delegation also 
spoke on topics such as supporting eco-
nomic empowerment and capacity building 
for women and youth in developing coun-
tries, including conflict areas, and held sev-
eral bilateral meetings with the UN Deputy 
Secretary-General, Executive Director of UN 
Women Sima Sami Bahous and senior offi-
cials from various countries.

Over the past days, the delegation partici-
pated in various multilateral activities, includ-
ing a general debate, a ministerial roundtable, 
the high-level public debate of the Security 
Council, and thematic side events.

CSW68, the UN’s largest annual event dedi-
cated to gender equality and women’s em-
powerment, takes place from March 11 to 22, 
at the UN headquarters in New York, under 
the theme “Accelerating the achievement of 
gender equality and the empowerment of all 
women and girls by addressing poverty and 
strengthening institutions and financing 
with a gender perspective.” 

WASHINGTON

 Renowned U.S. economist Jef-
frey Sachs told Xinhua Thursday 
that the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) has been trying to 
undermine China’s stability for 
years.

He made the remarks comment-
ing on the latest report that the 

CIA had launched a clandestine 
campaign on Chinese social media 
aimed at turning public opinion in 
China against its government. 

During the Trump administra-
tion, the CIA created a small team 
of operatives who used bogus In-
ternet identities to spread nega-
tive narratives about the Chinese 
government and slammed the Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI), which 
provides financing for infrastruc-
ture projects in the developing 
world, as corrupt and wasteful, 
Reuters quoted former U.S. offi-
cials with direct knowledge of the 
highly classified operation as say-
ing. 

“The fact that the CIA was 
spreading negative propaganda 

about the BRI is notable for me, be-
cause I have been saying for years 
that the U.S. badmouthing of the 
BRI is simply propaganda, not real-
ity. 

Now we see that point explicitly 
acknowledged,” said Sachs, an eco-
nomics professor and director of 
the Center for Sustainable Devel-
opment at Columbia University. 

“The fact that the CIA was trying 
to undermine China’s stability is 
not really news, as American harm-
ful interference in China’s internal 
affairs is plainly evident,” he said. 

Sachs, also a senior United Na-
tions advisor, noted that at the core 
of the UN Charter is the doctrine of 
non-interference, which requires 
that UN member states are not to 

interfere in the internal affairs of 
other UN member states.

 “Unfortunately, the U.S. govern-
ment interferes pervasively in the 
internal affairs of other states, in 
part through covert CIA operations 
such as those described in today’s 
new story. Such illegal actions 
should stop,” Sachs said.

		  Xinhua

Schumer calls for fresh elections in Israel while delivering criticism of Netanyahu

70 percent to global poverty reduction, with 
more than 44 million rural women lifted out 
of absolute poverty.

“China is willing to strengthen exchanges 
and cooperation with other countries, in-
crease investment in women in the field of 
sustainable development, continue to pro-
mote women’s poverty reduction, encourage 
women’s participation in green transforma-
tion, and further implement gender equality 
and women’s empowerment,” Huang said.

She stressed that China has supported ca-

pacity building for women in over 100 devel-
oping countries and will continue to work 
with countries worldwide to actively develop 
health education, digital education, and sci-
ence education for women, helping them 
grow and develop better in enjoying equal 
quality education.

At the China-EU side event on “Financial 
Inclusion for Gender Equality,” which was 
held on Wednesday, Huang shared the sig-
nificant opportunities brought to women’s 
development by China’s inclusive finance 

A woman works on an intelligent sorting line in a logistics park in Lanshan county, Yongzhou, central China’s 
Hunan province. (People’s Daily Online/Peng Hua)

Huang Xiaowei (front, second from right), minister and deputy head of the National Working 
Committee on Children and Women of the State Council, speaks at a security council meeting on 
Wednesday under the theme of “promoting conflict prevention – empowering all actors including 
women and youth” at the United Nations in New York on Wednesday. (MINLU ZHANG / CHINA DAILY)

CIA operations show US harmful interference in China’s internal affairs ‘plainly evident’ - scholar

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (R), poses for a picture with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of New 
York, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Feb. 15, 2017.  File photo
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CECAFA reveal dates for 
Senior Challenge Cup

By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

T
HE Council 
for East and 
Central Africa 
Football As-

sociations (CECAFA) has 
revealed the actual dates 
for the return of the CE-
CAFA Senior Challenge 
Cup, which will officially 
take place in Zanzibar 
from June 29 to July 14.

The tournament’s re-
turn was announced 
during the CECAFA 
General Assembly in 
Mombasa, Kenya on Feb-
ruary 23, was last held 
four years ago- in 2019-, 
when hosts Uganda beat 
Eritrea to clinch the top 
honour.

Speaking about the 
dates, CECAFA Executive 
Director Auka Gecheo 
said: “After consultations 
with our sponsors Azam 
TV, we have decided that 
June 29 to July 14 will be 
the best time to have the 
CECAFA Senior Chal-

lenge Cup.”
Gecheo moreover 

made it clear that CE-
CAFA was thinking of in-
viting guest teams from 
other zones to spice up 
the competition, which 
will also help national 
teams prepare for the 
2026 FIFA World Cup 
and 2024 CHAN quali-

fiers.
He also called upon 

all Member Associa-
tions that will send 
teams to each contrib-
ute US$20,000 (Ksh. 
2,749,600) that would be 
used by the hosts to ca-
ter for the tournament.

Speaking about the 
return of the competi-

tion - initially proposed 
in a February 22 meet-
ing - CECAFA vice presi-
dent Isayas Jira revealed 
the development in the 
General Assembly last 
month.

“We brought back the 
CECAFA Senior Chal-
lenge Cup because of 
marketing issues and 
appointed six members 
to make changes for our 
tournaments,” the lead-
er said.

Zanzibar, apart from 
hosting the June event, 
will hold the Africa 
School Football Cham-
pionships Zonal Quali-
fiers from December 4-7 
2024.

Full list of CECAFA 
tournaments in the 2024 
calendar:

CECAFA Senior Chal-
lenge Cup (Zanzibar), 
June 29 to July 14

CAF Women’s Champi-
ons League Zonal Quali-
fiers (Ethiopia), August 
17 to Sept 1

AFCON U-20 Boys Zon-
al qualifiers (Tanzania), 
October 5-19

Africa Schools Foot-
ball Championship Zon-
al qualifiers (Zanzibar), 
December 4-7

CECAFA U-20 Wom-
en’s Championship 
(Ethiopia), November

AFCON U-17 Boys Zon-
al qualifiers (Uganda), 
December 14-19

In another develop-
ment, CECAFA presi-
dent Wallace Karia has 
said he would not seek 
re-election in the 2027 
CECAFA election as this 
term is his last as he will 
serve an eight-year run.

Karia was elected in 
2019 for the first term 
and is now on his second 
term as he was elected 
unopposed at the CE-
CAFA annual congress in 
Kampala, replacing Su-
danese Mutassim Gafar.

CECAFA president, Wallace Karia.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

AFTER experiencing back-to-back 
defeats in the 2023/24 NBC Premier 
League, Ihefu SC head coach Meck 
Mexime has asserted work needs to 
be done in sharpening his team’s at-
tacking line ahead of the remaining 
domestic fixtures.

Ihefu SC lost 1-0 to Coastal Union 
on Thursday night- two days after 
conceding five goals against Yanga in 
the domestic top-flight fixture which 
took place early this week.

The squad, lately relocated to Sin-
gida, has posted one win in the previ-
ous five games before losing back-to-
back games without scoring a goal.

With Ihefu SC’s next league match 
slated after the FIFA international 
break, Mexime noted he aims to 
sharpen his attacking players to en-
sure they start picking good results.

The tactician revealed: “We were 
not lucky in our two previous games, 
but it all comes with our finishing 
in front of the goal, we created sev-
eral chances, Coastal Union had few 
chances and the clear one was the 
penalty incident, we played well. I 
congratulate my players on this.”

“We had three tough games- in-
cluding two away fixtures- after the 
international break we will take 
on Simba SC, which is a very tough 
match for our side, once we return 
after the international break we will 
have a good account of ourselves,” 
Mexime said.

Ihefu SC has failed to have consis-
tency in their league games, a set-
back Mexime addressed.

They currently positioned 10th in 
the league log with 23 points after 
21 games, cruising to victory in six, 
drawing five, and conceding 10 loss-
es.

Coastal Union head coach David 
Ouma made massive remarks on his 
outfit’s attacking line after applying 

pressure throughout the game, es-
pecially in the first half, to counter 
Ihefu SC’s threat.

The Kenyan tactician noted: “We 
knew they were coming from a five-
game losing streak, they were eager 
to make amends but we aimed at 
pressuring and pressing in their box 
to score a goal first and have control 
of the game, something that we suc-
ceeded.”

“We have nine games left, Ihefu SC 
game is done, we are fourth in the 
league and all games have to be like a 
final to us,” Ouma said.

The gaffer revealed: “We need to 
make sure we have a strong structure 
that will suit us for the remainder of 
the league to secure a top-four fin-
ish.”

Coastal Union is currently posi-
tioned fourth in the league log with 
30 points from 20 ties, winning eight, 
drawing six, and losing seven.

Mexime aims to sharpen 
Ihefu SC’s attacking line

 By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

 
MAMELODI Sundowns’ head 

coach, Rhulani Mokwena, is leav-
ing no stone unturned in his 
squad’s preparation for the CAF 
Champions League quarterfinal 
stage, particularly in analyzing 
their opponents, Young Africans 
SC.

Ahead of the international 
break, Mokwena is set to intensify 
his scrutiny of the playing style 
and tactics used by the Tanzanian 
side, also known as Yanga.

With the upcoming friendly 
matches and international com-
petitions, which typically result 
in a pause in domestic leagues 
worldwide, Mokwena sees this 
as a prime opportunity to delve 
deeper into understanding Yan-

ga’s strengths and weaknesses.
Despite having previously 

monitored potential adversaries, 
Mokwena acknowledges the im-
portance of a more focused anal-
ysis, especially considering the 
high stakes of the CAF Champions 
League quarterfinals.

Mokwena emphasized his re-
spect for Yanga, citing their unity 
and effective leadership under 
head coach Miguel Gamondi.

Gamondi’s impressive coaching 
pedigree, highlighted by six con-
secutive titles in the South African 
Premier League, adds another 
layer of significance to Mokwena’s 
scouting efforts.

The Argentine gaffer said: “I 
plan to dedicate more time to 
observing Yanga. While I’ve kept 
tabs on their matches in the past, 

I aim to see their gameplay more 
closely this time around.”

“Fortunately, the forthcoming 
FIFA international calendar break 
will afford me the necessary time 
and space to do so,” Mokwena 
stated.

Mokwena’s meticulous ap-
proach underscores the com-
petitive nature of African football 
and the importance of thorough 
preparation at the highest level of 
competition.

For Mamelodi Sundowns, a club 
with aspirations of continental 
glory, every detail matters in their 
quest for success.

Beyond the immediate focus on 
the CAF Champions League, Mam-
elodi Sundowns’ recent triumph 
in the African Football League 
serves as a testament to their cali-

ber as a top-tier African club.
The victory over Wydad Casa-

blanca in the final earlier this year 
showcased their resilience and 
determination on the continental 
stage.

As Mokwena and his coaching 
staff gear up for the upcoming 
quarterfinal challenges, they are 
acutely aware of the significance 
of scouting and strategic planning 
in navigating the complexities of 
knockout football.

In a tournament as prestigious 
as the CAF Champions League, 
where the margin for error is slim, 
thorough preparation can make 
all the difference.

In this 2023/24 CAF Champions 
League season, Yanga clinched 
second place in Group D, secur-
ing their spot in the quarterfinals 

after amassing a total of eight 
points. The group standings were 
led by Al Ahly, followed by Yanga, 
with CR Belouizdad sitting third 
and Medeama SC ending fourth.

Throughout the Group Stage, 
Yanga competed in six matches, 
winning two, drawing two, and 
losing two, showcasing their re-
silience and competitive spirit on 
the continental stage.

Mamelodi Sundowns concluded 
the Group Stage of this season’s 
CAF Champions League as the 
top team in Group A, securing 
13 points from six matches. They 
clinched victory in four games, 
drew once, and suffered a single 
defeat.

Finishing atop Group A, Mam-
elodi Sundowns outperformed 
TP Mazembe FC, who secured the 

second position with 10 points.
Following them was FC Nouad-

hibou in third place, while Pyra-
mids FC ended their campaign at 
the bottom of the group stand-
ings.

The other fixtures for the CAF 
Champions League quarterfinals 
include matchups between Simba 
SC vs Al Ahly SC, TP Mazembe vs 
Petro Atletico, as well as Esper-
ance vs ASEC Mimosas.

These eagerly awaited first-leg 
encounters are set to take place 
between March 29-31, promising 
thrilling displays of skill and de-
termination on the field.

Subsequently, the second leg 
games are scheduled for April 5-6, 
adding to the excitement of the 
knockout stage of the competi-
tion.

Mokwena’s deep dive into Yanga’s tactics for CAF CL quarterfinals

The 2022 Miss Tanzania, Halima Kopwe, speaks to journalists in Dar es Salaam mid this week about the Miss World pageant which took place in India recently. 
Halima finished in the top 40 in the pageant. She has been flanked by (R) Director of Arts Promotion and Development, Edward Busanga, and Acting Chairper-
son of the Miss Tanzania committee, Halima Rajab. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Ihefu SC head coach Mecky Mexime.

By Guardian Correspondent

SWITZERLAND’s Ambassador to 
Tanzania Didier Chassot has stated it 
is good for people in Africa, America, 
and Europe to respect native languag-
es to show the diversity of the conti-
nents’ cultures as well as what they 
have in common. 

The ambassador issued the state-
ment when he graced the celebration 
of the French Language Day at his 
residence in Dar es Salaam recently.

The ceremony was attended by en-
voys from Belgium, Burundi, Canada, 
Comoros, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Egypt, France, Maroc, Rwan-
da, Senegal, Seychelles and Vietnam 
embassies.

“More than 321 million people speak 
French worldwide, which makes it 

the fifth most spoken language in the 
world and the only language spoken 
on five continents,” Chassot disclosed.

“It is important to consider that al-
most 60% of those who speak French 
are in the African continent, by 2060, 
more than 700 million people will be 
living in French-speaking countries, 
of which 75% will come from the Afri-
can continent,” the Ambassador said.

He said that French is used as a 
mother tongue in Switzerland, adding 
that a quarter of the country’s inhab-
itants use the language.

Permanent Secretary in the Minis-
try of Culture, Arts, and Sports Ger-
son Msigwa praised France’s Embassy 
in Tanzania for respecting the French 
language, pointing out that his coun-
try will help to develop it.

Switzerland celebrates 
French Language Day

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

THE maiden U-15 Base-
ball 5 Championships 
will be held in Kibaha, 
Coast Region at the end 
of this month.

Abubakary Nachiwa, 
Acting Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of the Tan-
zania National Baseball 
League (TNBL), said the 
championships will be 
held at Maili Moja in the 
district from March 28-
29, bringing together six 

teams.
He said the six teams 

come from all six zones 
of the country, namely 
Zanzibar, Lake Zone, 
Southern Highland Zone, 
Coast Zone, Central Zone, 
and Southern Zone.

The CEO thanked spon-
sors of the champion-
ships, the Tanzania Olym-
pic Committee (TOC), 
and the World Baseball 
and Softball Confedera-
tion (WBSC). 

“This is the first time 
that the country is host-

ing the Under 15 Base-
ball 5 Championships, 
the aim is to have many 
young players playing 
baseball,” Nachiwa said.

“We are happy that the 
response has been good 
and we will have teams 
from all parts of the 
country, we also thank 
our sponsors TOC and 
WBSC for their generous 
support which will take 
the game of baseball to 
greater heights in the 
country,” he revealed.

Meanwhile, the CEO 

said Tanzania finished 
fourth in the African 
WBSC Baseball 5 World 
Cup Qualifiers that took 
place in Cape Verde early 
this year.

According to the lead-
er, the country has ap-
plied for the wild card to 
battle it out in the com-
ing World Cup slated for 
October in China.

He expressed his confi-
dence that the country’s 
application will be ac-
cepted.

Tanzania was placed in 

Group A of the qualifiers 
alongside Tunisia, South 
Africa, and the host Cape 
Verde.

Players making Tan-
zania’s side are Sindani 
Katanga, Ali Mohammed 
Ali, Abdulmouminimin 
Ally, Brown Manyama, 
Enerster Petro, Frida 
Msaki, Mwajuma Uledi, 
and Neema Elias.

They were led by 
coach Annuar Saidi and 
team manager Alpherio 
Nchimbi.

Coast Region to host U-15 Baseball 5 Championships



LONDON

M
A N C H E S T E R 
United are aim-
ing to derail Liv-
erpool’s bid for 

a quadruple and salvage a dif-
ficult second season for Erik 
ten Hag in tomorrow’s FA Cup 
quarter-final.

Newcastle will need to pull 
off a major shock to main-
tain their bid for a first major 
trophy in 55 years when they 
travel to holders Manchester 
City.

AFP Sport highlights what to 
look for from this weekend’s 
quarter-final ties.

*Wolves v Coventry (Today 
12:15 GMT)

A home draw against Cham-
pionship side Coventry gives 
Wolves a huge chance to cap 
a fine season with a trip to 
Wembley.

Gary O’Neil has taken Wan-
derers from an expected fight 
for top-flight survival into 
challenging for Europe via 
both league and cup.

Wolves sit ninth in the Pre-
mier League, ahead of the likes 
of Newcastle and Chelsea.

However, their quest for a 
first FA Cup win in 64 years 
could be dented by injuries to 
a number of key players.

All of O’Neil’s preferred 
front three of Matheus Nunes, 
Hwang Hee-chan and Pedro 
Neto are set to miss the week-

end.
Coventry sit eighth in the 

Championship and are dream-
ing of Wembley once more af-
ter missing out on the Premier 
League in last season’s playoff 
final.

*Manchester City v Newcas-
tle (Today 17.30GMT)

Magpies boss Eddie Howe 
conceded he nearly swerved 
off the road when he heard his 
side had been handed a trip to 
the Etihad.

Newcastle beat City at St. 
James’ Park in the League Cup 
earlier this season, but Pep 
Guardiola’s men are a differ-
ent beast at home.

City are unbeaten in 38 
games at the Etihad stretching 
back to December 2022 and 
have had the rare luxury of a 
midweek off to prepare.

Kevin De Bruyne is expected 
to miss out with a groin injury 
and City goalkeeper Ederson 
is sidelined with a thigh prob-
lem.

However, the English cham-
pions are strong favourites to 
remain on course for a second 
consecutive treble of Premier 
League, Champions League 
and FA Cup.

*Chelsea v Leicester (To-
morrow 12.45GMT)

Chelsea’s League Cup final 

defeat to a depleted Liverpool 
has piled the pressure on Mau-
ricio Pochettino.

The Argentine has ensured 
a difficult first season and at 
times faced open revolt from 
the Chelsea fanbase.

However, after a slow start 
to the campaign at Stamford 
Bridge, Chelsea have lost just 
once in their last 13 home 
games.

Leicester are on course for 
an immediate return to the 
Premier League as they sit top 
of the Championship.

But the Foxes have hit a 
sticky spell at the wrong time 
of the season as Enzo Mares-

ca’s men have won just two of 
their last six games in all com-
petitions.

*Manchester United v Liver-
pool (Tomorrow 15.30GMT)

Ten Hag also badly needs a 
trophy to make a strong case 
not to be dismissed from the 
Old Trafford dugout come the 
end of the season.

United are languishing in 
sixth in the Premier League, 
17 points behind their oppo-
nents this weekend.

Liverpool are involved in a 
thrilling three-way title race 
and are also into the last eight 
of the Europa League, having 
already lifted the League Cup 
last month.

“We won already one and we 
have three more left. I said it 
before, me personally, I want 
to win all four,” said Reds’ mid-
fielder Dominik Szoboszlai.

However, Liverpool’s brutal 
schedule leaves Jurgen Klopp 
with some tough decisions to 
make this weekend.

Mohamed Salah made his 
first club start since January 
1 as a strong side finished the 
job over Sparta Prague in the 
Europa League on Thursday.

United could be boosted by 
the return of striker Rasmus 
Hojlund, who had scored sev-
en goals in six games prior to a 
muscle injury.

AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO

AT a primary school in football-mad Brazil, pu-
pils are spurred to academic greatness in class-
rooms resembling soccer pitches -- with a virtual 
avatar inspired by star forward Vinicius Junior 
cheering on every correct answer.

Perched on football-patterned cushions on 
classroom floors of artificial grass, they learn on 
tablets and smartphones using an app created by 
the Vini Jr Institute, started by the Real Madrid 
athlete to improve public education in disadvan-
taged communities.

“I learn better when I use the app, it’s easier, it 
looks like a game,” 11-year-old Ana Clara da Silva 
told AFP in Sao Goncalo, Vinicius’s birthplace on 
the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro.

Da Silva attends the Visconde de Sepetiba mu-
nicipal school, one of ten in four Brazilian states 
to have received educational aid from the insti-
tute.

Some 4,500 students and 500 teachers  have 
benefited from the project, launched in 2021. By 
the end of this year, it hopes to have reached 30 
schools.

With no intention to replace human teachers, 
the app was designed as an aid.

Each pupil has a personal account, where their 
progress is logged as they answer questions pre-
sented in a playful, football-inspired way on sub-
jects including mathematics, Portuguese or sci-
ence.

In typical gaming format, each school year 
is presented as a “season” and each subject as a 
“match,” while the avatar “Vinizinho Jr” celebrates 
each correct answer as if it were a goal.

- ‘The power of football’ -
“We use the power of football, its playful char-

acter” to inspire the kids to learn, the Vini Jr Insti-
tute’s executive manager Victor Oliveira told AFP.

“Everything we learn, we put into practice on 
the app. It helps us learn because we are connect-
ed to our phones, but not disconnected from our 
studies,” said 11-year-old Yuri Rodrigues.

The institute, initially funded exclusively by 
Vinicius but now counting other sponsors, also 
aims to tackle the scourge of racism in a country 
where more than half the population is black or 
of mixed race.

It has launched an anti-racism training manual 
and has provided instruction on the subject to 
about 80 teachers in the past year.

It is a subject dear to the Brazilian attacker, who 
has himself suffered several incidents of discrimi-
nation in Spain.

“He is very important to all of us,” said 11-year-
old Ana Clara.

“I’m glad he never gives up. And because his 
voice reaches a wide audience, he can fight for 
us,” she said.

In October, Vinicius received the Socrates Prize 
for charitable work at the Ballon d’Or annual foot-
ball awards.

And last month, the 23-year-old was appointed 
UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, only the second 
Brazilian footballer to receive the honor after 
Pele.

AFP

Brazil’s Vinicius uses 
football to stimulate 
young Brazilian minds

Liverpool’s quadruple chase faces Man United 
test, Newcastle seek FA Cup shock at Man City

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

By Sam Wallace

WHO is Benjamin 
White? Thus began a vid-
eo released on Arsenal’s 
social media channels 
on Tuesday morning to 
herald a contract exten-
sion signed by the club’s 
right-back, albeit with 
a motive that felt like it 
went well beyond the 
usual announcements of 
new deals.

Instead this felt like a 
preemptive shot in an 
intriguing public rela-
tions struggle between 
Arsenal and the Foot-
ball Association over 
the decision by White to 
end,  unilaterally, his in-
ternational career  – for 
the time being anyway. A 
few hours later at Wem-
bley, Gareth Southgate 
would disclose that de-
velopment when he was 
asked why he had not 
selected the 26-year-old 
in his England squad to 
face  Brazil  and  Bel-
gium in two critical pre-
Euro 2024 friendlies.

It seemed like the Eng-
land manager was wait-
ing to be asked – and 
he responded by saying 
that Arsenal’s sporting 
director Edu had rung 
his FA counterpart John 
McDermott this month 
to say on White’s behalf 
he did not wish to be 
selected. Southgate had 
not spoken to White 
since a conversation 
in the aftermath of the 
2022 World Cup in  Qa-
tar, a tournament from 
which White asked to be 
sent home. The England 
manager said he did not 
know why the player 
had chosen to make the 
decision.

Meanwhile, Arsenal 
were bolstering their 
man online. His team-
mates lined up for the 
purposes of that video to 
testify to White’s unflag-
ging will to win. At the 
same time, the England 
manager was explaining 

The strange case of Ben White – the Arsenal 
stalwart who will not play for England 

that other players in the 
past had done the same 
as White and as manager 
he had chosen to keep 
those decisions secret. 
This time he had felt he 
had no option but to re-
veal the true nature of 
the situation. As for the 
reasons behind it, he 
had no idea.

“I spoke to him post-
Qatar because I was keen 
to pick him and there 
was clearly reticence on 
his side,” Southgate said. 
“I don’t know fully why 
that is, but I have to re-
spect that.”

Sources at Arsenal 
have indicated the club’s 
position is that the an-
nouncement on White’s 
contract was long 
planned for this Thurs-
day morning and was 
not intended to soften 
the blow of what was to 
come later. Also that, as 
a man of few words, it 
was decided that White’s 
team-mates would be 
better placed to speak 
about him than the man 
himself.

It is, of course, White’s 
prerogative to with-
draw his services from 
England and there are 
plenty of players who 
have done the same ei-
ther permanently or 
temporarily over re-
cent years and further 
back. What makes this 
situation unusual is the 
lack of any explanation, 
and the collision of the 

two announcements. 
White gave an interview 
to newspapers  recently 
although the question of 
what happened in Qatar 
was not mentioned.

The simple question 
is why? Southgate could 
not answer that, or at 
least if he did know he 
was not prepared to 
say. Arsenal were eager 
to support their player 
through what they might 
have anticipated would 
be a torrent of criticism 
on social media and the 
radio phone-ins. Yet no-
one was prepared to do 
the one thing that could 
have drawn some kind 
of line under the debate. 
That was to give a rea-
son why one of the best 
full-backs in the Premier 
League no longer wants 

to play for England.
A strange situation. Ar-

senal offered no further 
comment on the matter 
and neither did the FA. 
There will be those who 
take White’s decision as 
the ultimate betrayal of 
his obligations as a foot-
baller, and that would 
certainly have been the 
response in Southgate’s 
era as a player. One sus-
pects that a greater un-
derstanding of mental 
health issues might give 
some pause to thought 
– although social media 
will be a law unto itself.

Southgate was keen 
to close down the one 
avenue that has been 
opened up in this debate 
thus far, the allegation 
that in Doha, White fell 
out with the England 
manager’s loyal assistant 
and confidante, Steve 
Holland. Certainly, that 
explanation gathered 
pace in the aftermath of 
Qatar with a suggestion 
that some gentle teasing 
had gone down badly 
and White had viewed 
the relationship as irre-
trievable.

Holland is an unlikely 
agent provocateur in 
this scenario. Rather 
than being of contrast-
ing temperament to 
Southgate’s modern 

managerial approach of 
persuasion, consensus 
and paternal oversight, 
Holland is cut from the 
same cloth. His special-
ism is coaching and the 
fine tuning of tactical ap-
proach and he is also a 
relatively shy figure who 
has been happy to stay in 
the background.

Might it be the case 
that White simply does 
not want to be one of an 
England squad’s many 
understudies? He faces 
competition at right-
back, traditionally one of 
the strongest positions 
in Southgate’s squad – al-
though his status as a reg-
ular in an Arsenal team 
at the top of the Premier 
League would suggest he 
is more than capable of 
handling that.  Trent Al-
exander-Arnold,  Reece 
James  and  Kieran Trip-
pier are all currently in-
jured.

White is, those at Ar-
senal say, more likely to 
keep any injury a secret 
rather than face losing 
his place in the team. 
Team-mates have been 
keen to make the point 
that White does love 
football, contrary to 
suggestions he is one of 
those who sees the game 
as a living rather than a 
passion. Yet that case is 

Jürgen Klopp – Liverpool manager since October 2015 – and Erik Ten Hag, Manchester United manager since April 
2022. Agencies

harder to make when 
Brazil and Belgium, two 
of the world’s greatest 
football nations, await at 
Wembley.

White may be no fan 
of Southgate, or Holland, 
but then if every Eng-
land squad over the de-
cades had to comprise 
of players who loved the 
manager it would be a 
much smaller pool of 
players to draw upon. 
International football is 
a strange beast – good 
players can reach the 
end of their careers with 
fewer caps than expect-
ed because of a rival in 
their position. Mediocre 
players can find them-
selves as regulars with 
a similar stroke of luck. 
That is what makes it in-
teresting.

Many keep turning up 
for international squads 
hoping that their luck 
might change, and for 
some it never does. Yet 
after a day in which he 
got a new contract and 
was revealed to have 
declined the offer of an 
England place, we are 
none the wiser as to why 
Arsenal’s right-back has 
adopted the position he 
has. The question as to 
who Benjamin White is, 
remains.

THE TELEGRAPH

Gareth Southgate says he does not know why Ben White does 
not want to play for England. Agencies

 MADRID

BARCELONA make the trip to Atletico Madrid 
tomorrow attempting to keep their slim La Liga 
title hopes alive in a meeting of two Champions 
League quarter-finalists.

Five-time European champions Barca returned 
to the last eight of the competition on Tuesday for 
the first time since 2020 with a 4-2 aggregate win 
over Napoli, extending their unbeaten run to nine 
games since Xavi Hernandez’s announcement 
that he would be stepping down as coach at the 
end of the season.

They were joined in the quarter-finals a day lat-
er by Atletico, who defeated last season’s runners-
up  Inter Milan  on penalties after coming back 
from two goals down in the tie on a memorable 
night in front of a record 69,196 crowd at the Esta-
dio Metropolitano.

“The only thing I can say to the fans is thank you. 
The team rose to the occasion because we have all 
these people behind us who give us energy,” said 
Atletico coach Diego Simeone.

“The players didn’t think about whether to run 
or not, they ran and it’s because this stadium is 
incredible. The team won when no one believed 
they could and it’s because they gave their all.”

Last weekend’s 2-0 loss at lowly  Cadiz  left At-
letico with just two wins in six in the league and in 
danger of being overtaken by  Athletic Bilbao  in 
the race for fourth place and the final Champions 
League qualifying spot.

“Maybe in the last month we’ve not been in great 
shape but we showed we can do much more,” said 
Atletico goalkeeper  Jan Oblak, who saved two 
penalties in the shootout against Inter.

AFP 

Barcelona resurgence 
set for test against 
revitalised Atletico



 

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

Y
OUNG Africans SC 
head coach Miguel 
Gamondi has said 
the squad’s players 

are struggling with physical 
and mental fatigue because 
they are playing a game every 
three days.

The side, alias Yanga, 
stretched their unbeaten run 
in the NBC Premier League to 
15 matches with a hard-fought 
1-0 home victory over Geita 
Gold FC in Dar es Salaam on 
Thursday evening.

Speaking after the game, 
Gamondi revealed that physi-
cal and mental toll affected 
them in the encounter against 
Geita Gold FC.

He felt fatigue – and not Gei-
ta Gold FC’s determined per-
formance– caught up with his 
side as they looked uncharac-
teristically sloppy and blunt 
in front of goal.

The Argentine noted: “We 

Liverpool’s quadruple 
chase faces Man United 
test, Newcastle seek FA Cup 
shock at Man City

  P
A

G
E

  19

Miguel Gamondi sheds light on 
Yanga’s burnout concerns  
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Azam FC confirms Simba SC’s bid 
for wantaway striker Prince Dube

By Guardian Correspondent

A first-half strike by Stephane Aziz Ki against Geita 
Gold FC ensured his outfit, Young Africans SC, took 
home a seventh consecutive league win while 

The goal has moreover allowed the Burkinabe 
midfielder to maintain his statistics too on Thursday 
evening at Azam Complex Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

In 16 matches, the attacking midfielder has already 
found the back of the net on 13 occasions in the NBC 
Premier League.

It is unsurprising therefore that the Burkinabe 
now sits at the top of the goals scored rankings, over-
taking Feisal Salum Abdallah ‘Fei Toto’ of Azam FC 
and his 12 goals.

On Monday, Aziz was directly involved in four of 
Young Africans SC’s five goals in the 5-0 thrashing of 
Ihefu SC at Azam Complex Stadium.

He scored one and assisted three times to inspire 
Young Africans SC, alias Yanga, to a sixth league win 
in a row as they tightened their grip on the top spot.

As the NBC Premier League campaign enters the 
homestretch, Aziz Ki is in a two-horse battle with his 
former Young Africans SC teammate ‘Fei Toto’. 

Aziz Ki and Feisal will come face-to-face when 
Azam FC and Young Africans clash at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium on Sunday, each seeking to increase 
their goal tally for the season.

The Golden Boot is handed out to the Premier 
League player who scores the most goals over the 
30-game regular season.

Players finishing on the same amount of goals at 
the end of the campaign is nothing new, with Simon 
Msuva and Abdulrahman Mussa netting 14 goals 
apiece in 2015/16.

Young Africans SC’ Fiston Mayele and  Simba SC’s 
Saidi Ntibanzokiza jointly won the award last term, 
netting 17 goals apiece.

Whenever this instance happens, the trophy is 
simply shared between the players.

Kinondoni Municipal Council FC’s attacker Waziri 
Junior sits third with 11 strikes. 

In what turned out to be a perfect match day for 
the former Azam FC and Young Africans SC striker, 
he scored an 18-minute hat-trick for Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council FC against Tabora United to make up 
ground in the race to be crowned top scorer.

Maxi Nzengeli’s nine goals for Young Africans puts 
him fourth on the list. Samson Mbangula of Tanzania 
Prisons, Marouf Tchakei of Ihefu SC, and Mudathir 
Yahya of Young Africans share the fifth spot each 
with eight goals to his name.

Stephane Aziz Ki 
retakes lead in 
Golden Boot race 

Yanga’s right-back, Kouassi Attohoula (L), attempts to get the better of Geita Gold FC’s right fullback, Mwaita Gereza, when the clubs locked horns in a 2023/24 NBC 
Premier League fixture played in Dar es Salaam on Thursday and ended in 1-0 win for Yanga. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

try to do what we can do with this 
crazy program we need to play. Don’t 
forget we played on March 1st, after 
that we traveled and played three 
more games and we have one more 
game to play.”

The gaffer pointed out: “I think we 
dominated, we had control of the 
game. We missed some chances but 
I think it is due to tiredness. We lost 
precision but it was a quiet game. I 
expected to win the game with three 
points and more than that.”

“We play every two days, it is dif-

ficult. Very difficult. Players are not 
robots, they are humans. I made ro-
tations but players like Pacome Zou-
zoua, and Stephane Aziz Ki have un-
believable accuracy but today they 
weren’t,” the gaffer revealed.

The Argentine said: “In this situa-
tion, we are tired physically and men-
tally. We must understand the players 
are human beings. I am happy with 
the results, maybe the people expect-
ed more but we can’t  score three, 
four, or five goals every game.”

Next up for Yanga in the league is 

Sunday’s ‘Dar Derby’ against Azam 
FC, which could be a real test of the 
formers’ ability to keep their unbeat-
en run going.

Ihefu SC was the last team to beat 
the Jangwani Street squad in the NBC 
Premier League in October.

The defending champions, who are 
aiming to win the league title for a 
third time in a row, have opened up 
an eight-point gap on second-placed 
Azam FC, with third-placed Simba SC 
10 points behind in the title race.

Yanga’s midfielder, Stephane Aziz Ki. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA 

Zimbabwean forward Prince Dube. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

AZAM FC have confirmed they 
have received a bid from Simba SC 
for their wantaway striker Prince 
Dube.

Last week,  Dube officially decid-
ed to part ways with Azam FC. This 
development happened after Dube 
wrote a message thanking the out-
fit for the ‘love and support’ they 
have shown him throughout four 
seasons with the club.

Dube took to his Instagram ac-
count to say goodbye to Azam FC 
a few days after informing the club 
about his intention to terminate his 
contract.

Azam FC confirmed that Dube 
wants to leave the club, terminat-
ing his contract that is due to ex-
pire in 2026.

The club’s Head of Information 
and Communication, Thabit Za-
karia ‘Zaka za kazi’, revealed the 
development in an official video 
post. 

Zakaria revealed Dube’s release 
clause is set at $300,000 giving 
the players the option to pay the 
agreed figure in full should no club 
express interest in meeting that de-
mand.

 While reasons why the Zimba-
bwe international wants 
to leave the club have not 

been revealed, he has publicly ac-
cused Azam FC of lacking ambition 
amidst multiple reports linking 
him with Young Africans SC.

 However, on Thursday evening 
Azam FC came out to confirm in a 
statement that so far they had re-
ceived offers from Simba SC and 
Sudan’s Al Hilal SC.

 “Azam FC confirms that it has 
received offers from two different 
clubs for our Zimbabwean player, 
Prince Dube.” The statement reads.

“The offers have come from Sim-
ba SC of Tanzania and Al Hilal SC of 
Sudan. The management is evalu-
ating the offers to see which one is 
suitable.”

“In addition, Azam FC welcomes 
other clubs to bring their offers as 
the doors are still open.” 

The 27-year-old joined Azam FC 
in 2020. He was signed by the Tan-
zanian side from Zimbabwe’s High-
landers and hit the ground running 
before injuries slowed him down.

He has scored 32 league goals for 
Azam FC in a spell blighted by in-
juries.

This season he has already 
missed eight league games includ-
ing the last three due to the ongo-
ing contractual standoff.

He has scored seven goals and 
assisted a further two in 12 league 
appearances for Azam FC.
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