
mentation and went as far as 
outlining areas where these rev-
enues would be spent,” he stated.

He said that it is contradictory 
for the government to receive 
money from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), inform the 

 By Guardian Reporter

THE opposition ACT-Wazalendo has 
called for transparency in revenue collec-
tion through recently-introduced taxes as 
well as expenditure on the same.

Addressing the party general council 
meeting in Dar es Salaam yesterday, ACT-
Wazalendo party leader Zitto Kabwe said 
transparency will enable the citizenry to 
track the financing of development pro-
jects being implemented.

The outspoken former parliamentarian 
referred to various new taxes signed off 
by the government for implementation in 
the current national budget, noting that 
the government has the responsibility to 
inform the public on a regular basis the 
expenditure of such sources of revenue.

“In the current national budget the 
government signed off various taxes to 
increase revenues. However these taxes 
have become a burden to citizens, and de-
spite a public outcry to remove the taxes, 
the government proceeded with imple-
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A pedestrian pathway in Gerezani area’s segment of Msimbazi Road in Dar es Salaam’s sprawling Kariakoo market zone far from 
congested yesterday, the day being the deadline for small traders to relocate voluntarily to alternative spots away from the central 
business district. For years previously, moving around the area was especially challenging. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma 

Three nabbed after PWA’s 
grave dug up, coffin stolen

 By Correspondent James 
Kandoya

POLICE in Tanga are hold-
ing three members of the 
same family on suspicions 
of being involved in the 
desecration and theft of the 
remains of a man with albi-
nism.

The man has been identi-
fied as Heri Kijangwa (45), 
who died from skin cancer 
on June 4 last year and was 
buried at Tanda village in 
Lushoto District on three 
days later.

It is reported that the per-
petrators dug up Kijangwa’s 
grave on Tuesday last week 
and stole the coffin contain-

ing his remains.
Contacted for comment, 

Tanga Regional Police Com-

mander Safia Jongo told 
The Guardian in a phone 
interview that police are still 
hunting for other suspects.

“We have arrested three 
people, members of the 
same family, in connection 
with the incident,” she said, 
adding that police investiga-
tions on the matter are in 
progress.

She said Kijangwa’s fam-
ily members are believed 
to have been involved in 
the incident “as the grave 
is just five meters from the 
household, discounting the 
chances of anyone from far 
off villages doing so. 

 By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

TOUR operators have appealed to 
the government to grant them a 
stimulus package out of the  $39.2m 

(1.3trn/-) released recently by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to revive their 
businesses.

Willbard Chambulo, the chairman of the 
Tanzania Association of Tour Operators 
(TATO) with 300-plus members wants the 
funds be used to subsidize national parks 
entry fees for travellers, cheap loans for 
tour companies to revive the industry and 
spur other businesses, recover thousands 
of lost jobs and generate revenue for the 

economy.
He said in a statement that  the funds 

should be issued to private investors to ob-
tain restructuring loans at long term low in-
terest rates specifically for renovations and 
new investments. This will revive the indus-
try faster than improved infrastructure will 
do.

TATO proposed that a portion of IMF 
funds be directed to reduce VAT on tourism 
and avail more funds to the Tanzania Tour-
ists Board (TTB) to facilitate destination 
promotion amid stiff competition.

He congratulated President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan for securing a loan and allocating 
$39.2m/- for tourism sector recovery. “We 

propose that the ministry issues loans to us 
to be able to get back where we were before 
Covid-19, get back our people to work, main-
tain lodges, tented camps, vehicles and sup-
port anti-poaching drives, while we are re-

ACT: Transparency  
in revenues critical

‘Tourism needs slice of 1.3trn/- to recover’

We call 
upon the 
government to 
immediately 
speed up 
efforts to 
investigate and 
prosecute the 
perpetrators of 
this crime

   By Guardian Reporter

CRDB Bank Plc has main-
tained its stellar performance 
by posting an increase of 
39.9 percent in realised 
profit thanks to an improving 
business environment and 
heavy investment in digital 
platforms.
Third quarter results released 
last week show that the bank 
recorded remarkable growth 
across all performance in-

dices, “replicating the com-
mendable performance in 
the first two quarters of the 
current fiscal year,” it said in 
a statement late last week.
CEO and managing director 
Abdulmajid Nsekela said in 
the report that profit before 
tax peaked at 238bn/- com-
pared to 170bn/- recorded 
at a corresponding period 
last year. Profit after tax also 
rose significantly by 39.2 
percent to 168bn/- for the 

quarter, up from 120bn/- re-
alised last year.
The growth was driven by 
increases in total revenue 
across all business segments 
as the bank maintained a 
solid balance sheet, with total 
assets of 8.1trn/-representing 
a 20.1 percent increase over 
the 6.8trn/- recorded in the 
corresponding quarter of 

CRDB hits 238bn/- in quarterly profit
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CRDB Bank Plc managing director and CEO Abdulmajid Nsekela pictured in Dar es Salaam at the weekend releas-
ing a quarterly report on the bank’s pre-tax profit. Photo: Guardian Corresponden 

The distribution 
of these funds 
is equivalent to 
17.5 percent of 
all the funds from 
the IMF, which 
is close to four 
times the usual 
standard given 
to Zanzibar from 
loans and foreign 
aid offered to the 
United Republic.

l Outlines GNU benefits in 
development efforts, aid
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public that the money would 
also be spent in the same areas 
where the new taxes had al-
ready been channelled, insist-
ing that the government must 
remove the taxes that were 
channelled to bankroll pro-
jects that are now covered by 
funds from the IMF, 

Addressing Zanzibar eco-
nomic issues, the party leader 
said the government of nation-
al unity has brought political 
stability in the Isles, and was 
contributing to an increase in 
investments as well as devel-
opment initiatives with donor 
partnerships.

Projects backed by financial 
institutions such as the World 
Bank halted for a long time 
are now being implemented, 
including the Zanzibar power 
project billed at 325bn/-, apart 
from  infrastructure projects 
slated at 340bn/-, he further 
noted.
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slowly” he elaborated.
“We will get back to business 

again, and this IMF loan must be 
paid back whether by us or by our 
children and grandchildren. The 
loan has to be injected into busi-
ness to generate profits, create 
employment and enabling paying 
taxes,” the statement intoned.

He expressed appreciation for 
the president’s appeal that the min-
istry and tourism stakeholders sit 
together and agree on priority ar-
eas to put money to spur the indus-
try back to life, referring to remarks 
the president made in a conference 
on Covid-19 recovery efforts before 
addressing the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in September..

TATO expected that the minis-
try will take up the president’s call 
that stakeholders sit with the min-
istry and discuss expenditure of 
these funds, “but to our shock, we 
only read on the newspapers how 
the money was allocated,” he re-
marked.

“As we are talking now, thousands 
of employees are still at home as we 
struggle to revive the industry with 
empty hands. We have bank loans 
and interests are piling up. As if that 
is not enough no bank is interested 
to issue credit to us anymore,” he 
declared, intoning that many travel 
firms face bankruptcy.

Subdued by a brutal wave of the 
coronavirus, tourism is a money-
spinning industry in Tanzania as it 
accounts for nearly two million de-
cent jobs, generates $2.6bn/- annu-
ally that is equivalent to 18 per cent 
of GDP and 30 percent of export 
receipts, he further stated.

The concessional loan was is-

sued by the IMF to the government 
to address economic and social 
impact of Covid-19, meanwhile as  
recently, the government acquired 
a $567.25m/- loan from the IMF to 
fix health; humanitarian issues and 
support recovery in key sectors 
of the economy, particularly the 
tourism industry, where the gov-
ernment has set aside $39.2m for 
the travel and tourism industry to 
recover, recapture lost jobs and re-
vive businesses.

Dr.DamasNdumbaro, the Natural 
Resources and Tourism minister, 
two weeks ago released a state-
ment showing how the package 
would be spent, prompting an out-
cry from tour operators.

He said the funds would be used 
to renovate roads with a combined 
4,881 km leading to the Serengeti, 
Katavi, Mkomazi, Tarangire, Ny-
erere, Kilimanjaro, Saadani and 
Gombe national parks, plus the 
Ngorongoro conservation area.

The money would also go to sup-
port the Tanzania Forest Services 
Agency (TFSA) and the Tanzania 
Wildlife Management Authority 
(TAWA) to improve the conserva-
tion of forestry and wildlife, he 
stated.

A modern glass-bottom boat to 
cater for Indian Ocean cruising 
will be bought and placed at Kilwa 
Island to offer tourists a seamless 
view of underwater flora and fauna 
from within the boat, he said..

“These projects will simplify ac-
cess to different tourist attractions, 
rollout of new tourism products to 
diversify tourism activities to cap-
ture the emerging tourist market 
and subsequently revive the tour-
ism industry,” the minister had as-
serted. 

‘Tourism needs slice 
of 1.3trn/- to recover’

FROM PAGE 1

2020. 
Reaping the benefits of 
its ‘digital-first’ strategy, 
where it has witnessed 
an increase in the agents 
network during the 
period by 18.5 percent, 
customer deposits 
increased to 6trn/-, 
representing a 20.2 
percent increase from 
5trn/- at the end of the 
last financial year.
“The bank’s prudent 
approach to risk 
management and the 
efficacy of its ‘digital-

first’ customer-centric 
business strategy 
helped keep loan growth 
steady while still being 
able to moderate costs 
during the period, while 
core consumer and 
commercial loans were 
strong in the quarter,” he 
stated. 
Total loans stood at 
4.6trn/- at the close of 
the quarter, roughly a 22 
percent increase from 
the previous quarter 
while credit was stable, 
with non performing 
loans reduced to 3.5 
percent from 4.6 percent 
earlier.

“Once again, the bank has 
shown resilience in deliv-
ering on its commitment 
to shareholders, stake-
holders and the invest-
ing public, evident in the 
strong positive financial 
metrics recorded in the 
reporting period,” the 
CEO declared.
The management is 
focused on driving 
efficiency while main-
taining strong controls, 
confident of achieving 
2021targets. “Net inter-
est income was up 11.1 
percent to 570bn/- in 
the nine months, mirror-
ing the improvements 

seen in the country’s 
economy as the govern-
ment continues to imple-
ment the coronavirus 
response plan. Similarly, 
our non-interest income 
was up by 12.1 percent 
to 229bn/-, driven by the 
focus on the digital offer-
ing,” he explained.
Chief finance officer Fre-
drick Nshekanabo said 
the good performance 
witnessed shareholders’ 
funds edged strongly 
at 1.1trn/-, up by 14.7 
percent from 974bn/- re-
corded in 2020.
“Additionally, the bank’s 
cost to income ratio 

improved to 55.6 per-
cent while the return on 
average assets increased 
to 5.5 percent, indicating 
solid financial perfor-
mance during the pe-
riod,” he said.
“The performance re-
flects progressive efforts 
in building on our robust 
balance sheet, strong 
customer base and our 
people in delivering 
impressive earnings,” he 
further noted.
The bank has great 
expectations to achieve 
its targets for the 
calendar year, he added.

CRDB hits 238bn/- in quarterly profitIn less than a year since 
the government of national 
unity came into office, Zanzi-
bar has received funds from 
IMF to the tune of 230bn/- 
from the 1.3trn/- given to 
Tanzania to combat the side 
effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, he pointed out.

“The distribution of these 
funds is equivalent to 17.5 
percent of all the funds from 
the IMF, which is close to 
four times the usual stand-
ard given to Zanzibar from 
loans and foreign aid offered 
to the United Republic. It 
has never happened before 
that Zanzibar receives such 
a huge cut,” explaining that 
this resulted from ACT-Wa-
zalendo presence in the gov-
ernment.

Being a part of the govern-
ment will not deter the party 
from holding the govern-
ment accountable, he em-
phasised.

As for the state of politics 
in the country, Zitto was of 
the view that political free-
dom remains the biggest 
challenge yet, as despite initi-
atives of the sixth phase gov-
ernment, the Political Parties 
Act of 2019 remains intact 
and this also applies to the 
Registrar of Political Parties.

Anticipated talks between 
Union President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan and leaders of 
political parties would be 
pointless if the leader of the 
main opposition party was 
still languishing behind bars, 
he added.

ACT: Transparency  
in revenues critical
FROM PAGE 1

Col Sherif Farag Mohamed (R), Defence Attaché and Deputy Dean at the Egyptian Embassy in Tanzania, gifts Zambian Advisor Brig Gen Mutila Musonda 
(L) a trophy in Dar es Salaam at a dinner held on Friday to mark the 48th anniversary of Egypt’s Glorious October Victory. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

During interrogations, 
each member of the fam-
ily mentioned at least one 
person who was part of the 
crime scenario.

The RPC added that po-
lice are working to know the 
whereabouts of Kijangwa’s 
remains, further noting: 
“The suspects will be taken 
to court as soon as investiga-
tions are complete.”

The police effort is chiefly 
a follow-up to a statement 
released in Dar Salaam on 
Friday by ‘Under the Same 
Sun’ (UTSS), an activist or-
ganisation for people with 
albinism, with a copy relayed 
to The Guardian. 

The UTSS statement con-
demned the particular inci-

dent (in the Lushoto village) 
and cases of discrimination 
of persons with albinism 
which induce such crimes.

“We call upon the govern-
ment to immediately speed 
up efforts to investigate the 
incident and prosecute the 
perpetrators of this crime,” 
UTSS said in the statement, 
noting that Kijangwa is sur-
vived by a widow and four 
children.

It said he was a laboratory 
technician at the Temeke 
Referral Hospital in Dar es 
Salaam and was also com-
pleting his Master’s studies in 
public health at the Muhim-
bili University of Health and 
Allied Sciences – as one of the 
beneficiaries of an education 
programme sponsored by 
UTSS.

Three nabbed after PWA’s 
grave dug up, coffin stolen
FROM PAGE 1

NMB Bank Plc chief of retail banking Filbert Mponzi (2nd-R) and Britam CEO Raymond Komanga pictured in Mwanza city yesterday exchanging copies of documents 
on agreements they had just-signed at the launch of fisheries insurance cover. Looking on: Livestock and Fisheries minister Mashimba Ndaki (L) and NMB senior 
Bancassurance manager Martin Massawe. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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 By Marc Nkwame , Same

The number of elephants at the 
Mkomazi National Park in Same  
district, Kilimanjaro region  has shot 
up from 70 to more than 1400 jum-
bos, a massive increase recorded 
within 8 years.

Mkomazi National Park is located 
in northeastern Tanzania on the 
Kenyan border, in Kilimanjaro Re-
gion and Tanga Region. It was estab-
lished as a game reserve in 1951 and 
upgraded to a national park in 2006

Zoologists explain the swelling 
population of the giant mammals 
in Mkomazi is mostly due to mass 
migration of their herds that have 
been trekking from Kenya’s two 
Tsavo National Parks, due to what 

they described as ecological stress 
in their former habitat.

Wildlife species expert, work-
ing with the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), Professor Noah Si-
tati; however, points out that, while 
it may be seen as ‘good news’ for 
Mkomazi, as far as tourism in the 
park is concerned, there are some 
drawbacks.

“A single elephant drinks about 
150 litres of water per day putting 
more pressure on the limited re-
source; so as good as this sounds for 
Mkomazi it actually increases the 
struggle for resources and human 
wildlife conflicts,” he states.

And as it happens, the semi-arid 
landscape onto which Mkomazi is 
mapped, suffers from historical wa-

ter scarcity. In fact, even the term 
‘Mkomazi’ means ‘spoonful of wa-
ter,’ in the local Pare language.

Pare people who are natural 
farmers, co-exist with the Maasai 
who keep livestock and conflicts 
between the two communities are 
common when it comes to scramble 
for the little available water resourc-
es, according to Mzee Lekai Ole 
Milakoni. He was speaking at Mkon-
gaIjinyu village of Kisiwani Ward 
where WWF has just constructed a 
large water reservoir dam, in efforts 
to avert human wildlife conflicts 
driven by the scarcity of this vital 
survival resource.

 “Farmers want water for irriga-
tion, herders want the same for their 
livestock while the wildlife from the 

nearby Mkomazi also storm into 
the nearby villages looking for wa-
ter during dry spell,” explained Ole 
Milakoni, the chairperson of the vil-
lage government.

A team of journalists from Kenya 
and Tanzania made field trips to 
Mkomazias well as around villages 
surrounding the Park studying how 
the most iconic wildlife and habitats 
are inextricably linked to people’s 
survival and well-being.

Taking place concurrently in 
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda the 
‘Assigning Value to Nature,’ media 
field studies, were organised and co-
ordinated by WWF, TRAFFIC, Envi-
ronmental Incentives, International 
Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) with support from USAID. 

Elephants migrate in big numbers from Kenya’s Tsavo to Mkomazi
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 By Marc Nkwame – Arusha

Middle-eastern countries, UAe and saudi 
Arabia, have agreed to establish a giant petro-
leum hub in Dares salaam an ambitious pro-
jects that will see Tanzania becoming a major 
supplier of oil to eastern African countries.

The proposed gas hub planned for Tanza-
nia’s commercial capital will accommodate 
an oil refinery to process crude oil into vari-
ous petroleum products and manufacturing 
plants.

The hub will be getting consignments di-
rectly from the Middle east and ensuring that 
the country is self-sufficient in domestic fuel 
supplies and having surplus for export.

Minister for energy, January Makamba ex-
plained that the ambitious developments fol-
low the successful trip of delegates from Tan-
zania to Algeria, saudi Arabia and United Arab 
emirates, a mission aimed at finding ways of 
cutting down fuel prices in the country as well 
as keeping pump prices low and stable.

The crude oil hub and refinery will guaran-
tee security of supply for Tanzania and solve 
the long existing fluctuating gas prices in the 
country once and for all.

 “Global fuel prices have been on the rise 
in recent months with Tanzania suffering 
the consequences, prompting President sa-
mia suluhu Hassan to issue directives for my 
ministry to address the problem promptly,” 
energy Minister Makamba pointed out while 
addressing a Press Conference in Arusha.

 “The first option for us was to start import-
ing petroleum fuels directly from refineries 
in the source countries, eliminating middle 
agents,” the energy Minister explained, add-
ing that the move has enabled to slash costs 
previously topped by middlemen.

In October, the state firm, Tanzania Petro-
leum Development Company (TPDC) won the 
tender to import diesel and as result, Tanza-
nia only paid Us $30 per barrel of crude oil 
when global prices stood at Us $73 per barrel 
in August.

As worldwide crude oil prices escalated to 
Us $86 per barrel in October, the TPDC, ac-
cording to the minister, managed to import 
Diesel at the cost of Us $20 per such container.

while his delegation visited Algeria and the 
Middle-east, they held official meetings with 
energy Ministers in Algeria, emirates and sau-
di Arabia with plans to hatch mutual trade co-
operation with Tanzania, including reinforc-
ing the latter’s position in directly procuring 
oil from the source countries.

Makamba was accompanied by the Com-
missioner for Petroleum and Gas, in the Min-
istry of energy, Michael Mjinja and the execu-
tive director for TPDC, James Mataragio.

Tanzania, through the Ministry of energy 
also focuses on ‘bulk procurement system, as 
well as initiating strategic national petroleum 
reserves to ensure that the country has fuel 
storage to last at least 90 days, instead of the 
current situation when the reserve was only 
able to hold up for just 15 days.

emirates, saudi Arabia to establish
major petroleum hub in Tanzania 

RC praises Turkish govt for investing heavily in Tanzania’s education sector
By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

ARUsHA regional commis-
sioner John Mongella has com-
mended the Turkish govern-
ment through Turkish Maarif 
Foundation (TMF) for investing 
heavily in Tanzania’s education 
sector.

RC Mongella made the re-
marks here over the weekend 
when speaking at the second 
graduation of Form Four and 
pre-school at Turkish Maarif 
schools in ngaramtoni on the 
outskirts of Arusha. The Turk-

ish ambassador to Tanzania Dr. 
Mehmet Güllüoğlu was the chief 
guest at the graduation.

“what you have invested 
here is marvelous. It comple-
ments our government’s efforts 
of enhancing the education 
sector in the country,” said RC 
Mongella, who was represented 
by the Arumeru District Com-
missioner, Richard Ruyango.

 He said that for the country 
to develop it needs well trained 
workforce, and “this is what 
you’re doing here.”

“I am satisfied with the edu-

cation investment made by the 
Turkish government through 
their Turkish Maarif schools thus 
providing an opportunity for 
your people to come and invest 
in other sectors in the region,” 
the regional chief said, encour-
aging Turkish investors to chip 
in Arusha and invest in various 
sectors.      

 “I have been told that this 
school is under the Turkish 
government and these kinds of 
schools are 45 countries where 
you provide great support and 
contribution as today we are wit-

nessing here you are providing 
quality education. we thank and 
congratulate them for seeing 
Tanzania as one of the most suit-
able countries for investment,” 
RC Mongella stressed.

“In particular, I urge you to 
continue to increase education 
investment in other parts of the 
country.”

“I am happy to hear that this 
school provides an opportunity 
for young people to go to study 
higher education in Turkey 
this is a great opportunity that 
Tanzanians get through this 

school we congratulate you very 
much.” Turkish Ambassador to 
Tanzania Dr. Mehmet Güllüoğlu 
lauded parents who brought 
children to the school while as-
suring them that the school will 
continue providing quality edu-
cation.

“I wish all graduates the best 
of luck in your future education 
so that you achieve your dreams 
of becoming experts in various 
fields,” Ambassador Gulluoglu 
said.

“schools and buildings are 
not enough, we need teachers 

and parents to raise children 
with skills, knowledge and val-
ues,” he stressed.

The Acting Director of so-
cial sectors at the east African 
Community (eAC) secretariat, 
stephen niyonzima, who rep-
resented eAC secretary Gen-
eral  Dr. Peter Mathuki also com-
mended the school for putting 
up all necessary facilities that 
nurture children talents.

“I’m pleased to see the school 
encourages sports as it is cur-
rently leading in providing the 
highest paid jobs in the world. 

we’ve seen our youngsters play 
football earning thousands of 
pounds a day as a salary. so con-
tinue to develop young people in 
sports because apart from earn-
ing them income but it develops 
them mentally,” said niyonzima.

According to him, children 
studying in east African coun-
tries have more opportunities 
in this region as they are not 
charged visas when they go to 
member countries for these 
courses including teachers and 
swahili, english and French are 
the official languages.

Iringa Urban legislator Jesca Msambatavangu (L) samples pairs of khanga presented to widows at an empowerment workshop or-
ganised by an NGO in in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Alex Bitekeye, Vodacom Tanzania’s public relations manager, pictured at the climax of the CSOs Week celebrations in Dodoma city at the weekend distributing 
leaflets on Vodacom Tanzania Foundation’s strategy and corporate social investment. Photo: Guardian Photographer

By Guardian Correspondent

MoRe than 350 tonnes of rice harvests in Coast Region 
are being lost every season because of destructive live-
stock.

this was revealed at the weekend by the region’s vet-
erinary officer, Ramadhani Mwaiganju at the closing  
ceremony of   Ruvu irrigation Farmers Union (CHaURU) 
week.

Mwaiganju said apart from the destruction to the rice 
crop, more than 100 acres have been destroyed by the 
livestock in the rice growing valleys within Ruvu irri-
gation scheme becoming more affected among the 11 
schemes in the region.

He said Coast region has 9,363 herders owning 671,000 
livestock with Chalinze District leading with 2,160 herd-
ers and 257,000, the situation that has affected the Ruvu 
irrigation scheme compared with  other areas in the re-
gion.

“this month we shall convene a stakeholders meeting 
because we have embarked on a special strategy to re-
locate herders in formal grazing areas, we have 337,000 
hectares in 145 villages according to better land plan-
ning,” he said.

He said herders will be shifted from the valleys and re-
located to higher ground soon after the start of off rain 
season starts to spare farmers of inconveniences.

Closing the Ruvu irrigation Farmers Union (CHaURU) 
week, Coast Region Cooperative Registrar, angela Malimi 
appealed to the cooperative officials to make sure the 
rice fields are cleared to get rid ofdestructive birds.

earlier, CHaURU Manager, Victoria olotu, said poor ir-
rigation infrastructures of the farms contributes to the 
production reduction by 40 per cent.

she appealed to the government for help to refurbish 
the road from CHaURU headquarters to the main high-
way that is estimated to cost 100m/- to enable farmers 
transport their crops.

‘Livestock destroy 350 tonnes of 

rice every season in Coast region’

By Guardian Reporter 

CHina has reaffirmed her commit-
ment to supporting the east african 
Community (eaC) achieve regional 
integration by promoting its develop-
ment projects.

the Chinese ambassador to tanza-
nia and eaC, Chen Mingjian, made the 
commitment while presenting her let-
ter of credence to the eaC secretary 
General, Dr Peter Mathuki, at the eaC 

Headquarters in arusha on Friday.
welcoming the envoy to the secretar-

iat, Dr Mathuki lauded the Peoples’ Re-
public of China for her immense sup-
port to the region, particularly through 
infrastructure development projects 
geared at enhancing intra-eaC trade.

Dr Mathuki further hailed China for 
offering education opportunities to 
east africans through the provision 
of scholarships and exchange pro-
grammes, which he said have contrib-

uted in filing the skills gaps in the la-
bour market.

 “we appreciate the support that 
China has given us in our programmes 
such as the Youlead summit and this 
speaks of China’s commitment and 
good relations in the region,” he said.

the secretary General informed Min-
gjian about eaC’s commitment to re-
vitalizing private sector development 
and urged the ambassador to rally sup-
port in organizing for eaC private sec-

tor benchmarking missions to China to 
network, sample the latest technologies 
and exchange ideas.

For her part, Mingjian lauded the secre-
tary General for the remarkable progress 
that the eaC had made under his tenure 
particularly in improving relations with 
stakeholders and pushing for private sec-
tor development.

she expressed China’s keen interest in 
augmenting its cooperation with eaC, 
adding that it would positively impact 

eaC products going to Chinese markets 
especially agricultural products.

the Chinese envoy also disclosed that 
her country was ready to implement the 
process of donating vehicles to eaC to en-
hance its capacity.

accompanying the secretary General at 
the meeting were the eaC Deputy secre-
tary General in charge of Planning and 
infrastructure, eng. stephen Mlote, 
and the Director General Customs and 
trade, Kenneth Bagamuhunda

China commits to supporting promotion of EAC development projects 

By Guardian Correspondent, Babati

RaPe and  violence against women is on 
the increase in Manyara despite the pres-
ence of laws and policies to protect victims.

a total of 3,641 rape incidents were report-
ed in Manyara Region for the period from 
July 2020 to March this year, making the 
region the second in gender based violence 
incidents in the country.

the report on rape incidents was given 
at the weekend by Manyara regional com-
missioner, Makongoro nyerere at a capacity 
building meeting for stakeholders involved 
in the fight against gender based violence 
(GBV) and stigma for GBV victims and peo-
ple living with HiV/aids.

Makongoro said from the GBV research 
conducted countrywide in July last year 
Manyara Region came up second with GBV 
incidents after iringa Region.

He said among these acts include sexual 
abuse and economic estrangement, and add-
ed that the government was spending huge 
sums of money to treat violence victims in-
stead of being channelled to development 
projects.

He said in-depth health sources estimate 
that 8,118 incidents were reported during 

the period.
He explained that the violence incidents 

have contributed to the increase of HiV in-
fections from 1.5 per cent in 2011/12 to 2.3 
per cent to 2016/17.

He added that the researches also show 
that in regard to Manyara Region, child 
pregnancies have 26 per cent prevalence, 
saying the increase in HiV infections is 
contributed by rape cases, sodomy and sex 
trade.

He added that in the period January to 
october this year, 49 rape cases were re-
ported to the police, 34 suspects were ar-
rested, and 25 cases were referred to courts.

“My brothers and sisters, i beseech you to 
change and you must stop hide those com-
mitting these acts of violence by settling 
cases in the family,” said RC Makongoro.

For his part, Manyara Region’s Commu-
nity Development officer anna Fisso said 
when a child is sodomized he has a big 
chance of being infected with HiV.

she said 60 per cent of violence commit-
ted in homes is done to children of up to 
eight years of age by their close relatives.

she called on the members of the com-
munity not to trust anyone by entrusting to 
them with a child.

Rape against women unabated
despite laws and policies -   RC

Government plans to produce 550mw of renewable energy by 2025
By Felister Peter

in efforts to increase elec-
tricity generation and services, 
the government plans to pro-
duce 550mw of renewable en-
ergy by 2023.

the government intends to 
diversify its energy sources 
to be certain of ample energy 
supply at all times. Planned 
renewable energy sources in-
clude solar, wind and geother-
mal whereas a total of 1,00Mw 
will be generated by 2025.

“the anticipated 550Mw of 
renewable energy will be pro-
duced by both tanzania elec-
tric supply Company limited 

(tanesCo) and the private 
sector which will produce 
400Mw.

“By 2023/24 we also expect 
to produce 200Mw of geother-
mal energy,” said tanesCo’s 
Commissioner for electricity 
and Renewable energy, Fels-
chemiMramba over the week-
end in Bagamoyo District, 
Coast Region when closing a 
one-week workshop for jour-
nalists organised by HaKiMa-
Dini, a non-Governmental or-
ganisation dealing in minerals 
and community health.

Mramba said as for now 
the country’s electricity pro-
duction is 1,605Mw, includ-

ing 900Mw from natural gas, 
508Mw hydro and 58Mw of 
renewable energy.

tanzania has a potential to 
produce 5,000Mw geother-
mal electricity according to 
research conducted by tanza-
nia Petroleum Development 
Corporation (tPDC) whereby 
a total of 52 areas have been 
identified that are fit for the 
production in 15 regions in-
cluding arusha, Dododma, 
iringa, Morogoro, Mbeya, Kili-
manjaro, Kagera, Katavi, shin-
yanga, songwe, Manyara, Ruk-
wa, singida, Rukwa and tanga.

For the east african region, 
Kenya leads in geothermal 

electricity production with 
890Mw, stated Mramba.

according to Mramba, tan-
zania is bestowed with ample 
solar energy and that research 
finding shows that solar en-
ergy can be produced in sev-
eral regions including Mbeya, 
songwe, singida, shinyanga 
and Dodoma.

He said solar energy and 
other renewable sources of 
energy are injected into the 
national power grid through 
a special process due to the 
grid’s small capacity to with-
stand a big power injection at 
one time.

 “we have abundance solar 

energy, wind and geothermal 
energy and researches done 
show that time to exploit this 
energy is now because in some 
cases it is expensive to supply 
tanesCo power to some ar-
eas, hence investors producing 
power in those areas sell it to 
the people,” he added.

Mramba said more than 80 
per cent of tanzanians use 
wood energy – charcoal and 
firewood which to a great 
extent contribute to environ-
mental destruction, whereas 
between eight and 10 per cent 
use electricity.

During her presentation 
on geothermal development 

in tanzania, eng. Cynthia 
Kuringe from the tanzania 
Geothermal Development 
Company limited (tGDC) said 
geothermal energy can also be 
used in farming and livestock 
keeping even including poul-
try and fish farming.

she said as for now there 
are 26 countries in world that 
produce geothermal energy, 
and in tanzania, research on 
the energy is being conducted 
in Kiejo-Mbaka and songwe 
areas.

However, more than 70,000 
people in the Mufindi and 
njombe districts are now ben-
efitting with power services 

generated from renewable 
sources by local firm, Rift Val-
ley energy under its Mwenga 
Power service brand.

RVe General Manager, De-
ograsiasMassawe said they are 
producing 7.4Mw from hydro 
and wind whereas apart from 
connecting power to the villag-
ers, they have also connected 
power to a tea factory for back-
up, in case of tanesCo out-
ages as well as running of its 
irrigation pumps.

Mwenga is also providing 
electricity to a nearby dairyfar-
mand a local wood processing 
industry at igoda village, said 
Massawe.

Judith Karangi, executive director of the Tanzania Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (TCCIA), briefs journalists at the 
weekend on the chamber’s plan to compile statistics on SMEs as part of a strategy to help them benefit more from opportunities 
available in the domestic, regional and continental markets. The initiative follows a recent working visit by TCCIA officials to the 
African Union Commission headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where they submitted a document on the plan. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

  HealtH, Community Development, Gender, elderly and Children 
minister, Dr Dorothy Gwajima has called on the Civil society organisa-
tion (Cso) to timely submit their work reports to the ministry in ac-
cordance with the law.

she also urged Csos to maintain the highest level of integrity and 
patriotism on their financial expenditures, bearing in mind that they 
are using donor funds aimed at helping improve the lives of poor tan-
zanians.

while acknowledging the good work done by Csos, the minister said 
there are still those that do not do perform their duties as require, adding 
that the law governing Csos is very clear and whoever deviates faces legal 
measures

the minister made the remarks while delivering a special message for 
Cso week 2021 during a gala dinner and awards ceremony held at Jesuit 
Youth Centre in Dodoma. “i have to admit that the Csos have been doing 
a lot of work in support of the government’s efforts to improve service 
delivery to the people” she said.

at the same time, she challenged Csos to continue with the good since 
many tanzanians still need a lot of services that the government alone 
cannot provide. at the same time, she urged the Csos to ensure they 
reach wananchi in implementation of various projects.

During the event several Csos, partners and sponsors got recognition 
awards for outstanding performances and contributions in different ways. 
the minister called on those who received the awards to continue coop-
eration with the government and provide public education on CoViD-19.

she added that Csos should also provide education on the importance 
of national population and the housing census to be held in august 2021, 
saying Csos work directly with people at different levels of the commu-
nity.

Permanent secretary in the ministry of Health, Community Development, 

Govt calls for timely
delivery of reports

Gender, elderly and Children, 
John Jingu while speaking at 
the sideline of the event ap-
plauded Csos for commit-
ment to improve on their ac-
tivities.

He noted that the annual 
Cso week is one of the best 
steps aimed at bringing Csos, 
government and private sec-
tor together to discuss issues 
affecting and the way forward.

the Ps said, “even the 
presentations and topics for 
discussion are very relevant 
to national development”. 
He challenged Csos to work 
together and help uplift each 
other.

earlier in her welcom-
ing note, save the Children’s 
Country Director, Bester 
Mulauzi, thanked the govern-
ment for its cooperation with 
Csos, saying the efforts are 
aimed at helping common 
wananchi. she Csos are 
working hard to fulfill their 
roles despite some few 
challenges.

By Guardian Reporter

works and transport minister, 
Prof Makame Mbarawa has urged 
financial institutions to put favour-
able loan conditions for local con-
tractors especially women so as to 
increase participation of them in 
various mega projects in the coun-
try.

Mbarawa made the call in Dar es 
salaam over the weekend during 
the official launch of the tanzania 
women Contractors association 
(twCa).

“it is true that the majority of our 
local contractors face challenges of 
capital, so it is better now for the fi-

nancial institutions including banks 
to have more loan products that will 
enable the contractors to access 
them easily and thus implement 
their tenders effectively,” he said.

He also urged women contrac-
tors to be more creative, join forces 
and form strong companies which 
would be able to compete in ten-
ders and thus implement major 
projects in the country.

“if there are laws which you see 
are in anyway thwarting your pro-
gress, inform the government and 
we will work on the challenges. this 
is your time to shine, so make good 
of the available opportunities,” he 
said.

Prof Mbarawa acknowledged that 
in recent years, women have prov-
en that they are able to bring chang-
es in organizations and other sev-
eral sectors calling on more women 
to continue taking part in various 
programmes which promote their 
advancement.

He noted that women are the 
most faithful and ethical workforce, 
so investing in them by providing 
more tenders is good for the coun-
try’s development.

the  minister urged the women 
contractors to always adhere to pro-
fessional ethics and whenever given 
tenders, should implement them ef-
fectively and efficiently.

Minister wants better terms for loans to local contractors

Dr Dorothy Gwajima (4th-R), Minister for Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, presents a 
trophy to CBM Tanzania managing director Nesia Mahenge in Dodoma city earlier this week. This was at a ceremony 
held at the climax of Civil Societies Organisations Week celebrations. Those witnessing the event include the ministry’s 
permanent secretary (Community Development), Dr John Jingu (2nd-R), and Foundation for Civil Society president 
Stigmata Tenga (2nd-L). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Even the presenta-
tions and topics for 
discussion are very 
relevant to national 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

CassaVa farmers in the country 
have been advised to use quality 
seeds that have been researched 
on and stop the practice of passing 
the seeds among themselves in or-
der to control the spread of cassava 
disease.

the call has been made here mid 
this week by the researcher on root 
crops, dealing in cassava from the 
Ukiriguru Centre of tanzania agri-
cultural Research institute (taRi-
Ukiriguru) in Mwanza Region, 
Kaselesalu.

He said cassava farmers should 
use quality seeds because there are 
two main cassava diseases includ-
ing brown stripes and ‘batobato’ 
caused by viruses.

“earlier, farmers used an infor-
mal system of passing seeds among 
themselves that contributed to the 

diseases spread and in some cases 
contribute to farmers’ low har-
vests,” said salu.

He further said the diseases have 
no remedies hence taRi has pro-
duced seeds that withstand cassa-
va diseases whereby two years ago 
they produced four types of seeds 
and last year they produced nine.

He explained that the seeds with-
stand diseases in the lake Victoria 
Zone and they also have a forma 
system to protect the seeds against 
diseases by producing them in 
the tissue culture and later in the 
screen house.

thereafter, he said they are taken 
to the farms and when ready they 
sell seedlings to farmers selling 
them at 100/- per twig.

He said as for now they have 
nine quality seeds hence farmers 
should understand that cassava 
plant reaps after one year, but due 

to the brown stripes disease that 
cause the plant to decay, they ad-
vise them to harvest after 10 to 12 
months.

“the seeds we have been suc-
cessfully grown in all areas of the 
lake Zone, they grow well and pro-
duce 20 to 30 tonnes per each two 
and half acre field,” salu added.

TARI advises cassava farmers 
to use research-certified seeds

Dr Kandore Musika (L), Director of Dar es Salaam’s KAM Musika Hospital, pictured at the weekend briefing visi-
tors on the facility. Photo: Correspondent. Miraji Msala

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

 tanZania Health Promotion 
support (tHPs) has  launched 
its new five-year strategic plan a 
aimed at improving   involvement 
in strengthening the national 
health systems in the country as it 
marks ten years of  existence. 

the  non-governmental organi-
sation (nGo) supports the govern-
ment to deliver comprehensive 
HiV prevention, care, treatment 
and support services, with  the 
core focus being on strengthening 
the national health system, and 
specifically the structures respon-
sible for budgeting, planning, im-
plementing, and monitoring health 
and social services.

it also works towards improving 
maternal health and tB prevention 
and treatment. with the advent 
of the global CoViD-19 pandemic, 
tHPs also supports government 
efforts aimed at preventing the 
spread of coronavirus as well as 
creating public awareness on the 
importance of receiving vaccina-
tions against the disease and most-
ly by medical practitioners who are 
on the front line of the Covid-19 
fight.    

the chief government chemist, 
Dr aifello sichalwe  graced  the 
organisations commemoration of 
tenth anniversary and the launch 
of 2nd five-year strategic plan 2021-
2025 on behalf of Health minister 

Dr Dorothy Gwajima here at the 
weekend .

the event also attracted a num-
ber of beneficiaries detailing how 
the organization has left a mark in 
their lives during the past ten years 
of its existence.

 Dr sichalwe commended the 
organization for the achievements 
that it has registered during the 
past ten years and reminded them 
to observe President samia su-
luhu Hassan’s recent statement 
where she urged nGos to call that 
to come up with alternative ways 
that would help reduce financial 
dependence on foreign donors.

addressing nGos here earlier 
last month (october), President sa-
mia also urged the nGos to come 
up with agendas that augur well 
for government plans, pointing out 
that law observance, traditional 
values, transparency and account-
ability were of paramount impor-
tance.

“it is very important to observe 
what the president said and i hope 
you understand what i mean,” said 
Dr sichwale.

tHPs executive director, Dr Re-
dempta Mbatia, outlined a number 
of achievements that the organiza-
tion has registered during the past 
ten years, saying its partnership 
with the government has helped to 
avail 793 more health workers for 
employment on contract basis.

“a total of 7.3 bn/- has been spent 

on health equipment for the gen-
eral good of tanzanians and sup-
porting the government efforts,” 
he said.

she said through the new strate-
gic plan, tHPs seeks to raise its in-
stitutional capacity in supporting 
delivery of programme activities 
efficiently and effectively by put-
ting in place strong governance, 
finance, human resource, procure-
ment and it systems by 2025.

she added that as of 2020, tHPs 
had a total of 162 members of staff, 
up from only 34 in 2016.

it also seeks to support increase 
and access of quality, person-cen-
tred and comprehensive and user-
friendly health services delivery by 
2025 across all its areas of focus.

the new plan will also seek to 
increase the availability of qual-
ity and accessible health services 
through supply chain, logistics, 
laboratory services provided by 
skilled service providers at all lev-
els of the health systems by 2026.

it will also strengthen the moni-
toring and evaluation system that 
ensures tracking and identification 
of quality data to inform strategic 
decisions for delivery of quality 
health services by 2025.

it is also envisaged that the plan 
will guide the organization in pro-
moting partnerships at national 
level between tHPs and identified 
private sector bodies for resource 
mobilisation.

THPS launches new five-year strategic 
plan  to improvenational health systems

By Guardian Reporter

tanZanians have been called 
upon to avoid purchasing or using 
lead paints that do not meet the 
standards set by the tanzania Bu-
reau of standards (tBs).

tBs endorsed a standard to limit 
lead in decorative enamel paints in 
2017 which is 90 parts per million 
(90 ppm) total lead. this means 
total lead in the enamel decorative 
paints imported, manufactured, 
distributed, sold and used in the 
country should not exceed the set 
limit.

there is also a common limit for 
lead in paint for the member states 
within the east african Community 
(eaC) which is 90 ppm.

stakeholders have been raising 
voices on the impact of lead spe-
cifically during the international 
lead Poisoning Prevention week 
(ilPPw) which was globally marked 
from october 24th to 31st, 2021. this 
is the 9th year since it was intro-
duced in 2013.

the event was coordinated by the 
Global alliance to eliminate lead 
Paint (GaelP) (a voluntary partner-
ship hosted by the Un environment 

Programme (UneP) and the world 
Health organization (wHo). this 
year’s theme was ‘working togeth-
er for a world without lead paint’. 

speaking during an online train-
ing on lead paints organized by the 
Journalist’s environmental asso-
ciation of tanzania ( Jet) over the 
weekend, agenda for environment 
and Responsible Development 
(aGenDa) executive secretary, 
Haji Rehani underscored the need 
for enhanced public awareness to 
paint consumers to successfully 
eliminate lead paints.

Rehani urged that stakeholders 
such as the Vice President’s office 
– Division of environment, Govern-
ment Chemist laboratory agency, 
national environment Manage-
ment Council, tanzania Chamber 
of Commerce, industries and ag-
riculture (tCCia), owners of paint 
industries, suppliers of paints raw 
materials, exporters and importers 
of paints, nGos, religious organiza-
tions should work together to en-
sure elimination of lead in paints.

Bernard Kihiyo, executive Direc-
tor of the tanzania Consumer ad-
vocacy society (tCas), urged tan-
zanians to enhance collaboration 

in eliminating lead paint through 
avoiding the purchase of products 
that are not certified by tBs.

aGenDa is part of governments 
and many other interested parties 
around the world including 49 
nGos from 36 countries that are 
members of the international Pol-
lutants elimination network iPen 
that are working to sensitize stake-
holders to enhance collaboration 
in controlling lead paint. 

iPen is global network of more 
than 600 interest organizations 
from over 120 countries working 
to improve chemical policies and 
raising public awareness to ensure 
that hazardous substances are 
no longer produced, used, or dis-
posed of in ways that harm human 
health and the environment.

“lead can affect children’s brain 
development resulting in reduced 
intelligence quotient (iQ), behav-
ioural changes such as reduced 
attention span and increased an-
tisocial behavior, and reduced edu-
cational attainment. lead exposure 
can also cause anaemia, hyperten-
sion, renal impairment, immunotox-
icity and toxicity to the reproductive 
organs. 

tBs: Refrain from paints 
not meeting requirements

Earlier, farmers used 
an informal system of 
passing seeds among 
themselves that con-
tributed to the dis-
eases spread
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By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

aRDHi University (aRU) has received a modern lab-
oratory for industrial automation technology worth 
47,000 euros (126.24bn/) from the applied Curricu-
lum in technology for east africa (aCtea) Project.

the laboratory was launched over the weekend by 
the representative from Belgium embassy, Jasmien De 
winne and the ardhi deputy vice chancellor (academ-
ic affairs) Prof Gabriel Kassenga.

speaking during the launching event, Prof Kassenga 
said the project has timely arrived as the University 
is currently implementing aRU Medium term Rolling 
strategic Plan (2019/20- 2024/25).

He said the main objective of the aCtea project is 
to train 5,000 people with hands-on industrial tech-
nologies by June 2025.

He said the aCtea project will also contribute to-
wards ensuring generation of competent graduates 
with skills in electrical and industrial automation.

Prof Kassenga added that the graduates are expect-
ed to participate actively in the industrialization pro-
cess of our nation which is highly given emphasis by 
the 6th Phase government of tanzania.

“through the applied Curricula in technology for 
east africa project ardhi University has been support-
ed with equipment for industrial automation, staff 
capacity building as well as development of compe-
tence-based course materials,” he said.

according to Prof Kassenga, the availability of equip-
ment at the University is very important not only for 
development of competent graduates but also gradu-
ates with appropriate skills and knowledge required 
in the local labor market.

He said to date, there is evidence of existing skills 
mismatch between what is learnt in class and what 
is required in the industry, as well as availability of 
graduates with inadequate practical skills mainly in 
the area of engineering & iCt discipline adding that 
this  has been contributed greatly       lack of laboratory 
resources and outdated curricula to serve local needs.

“though such limitations have been addressed by 
universities in the east african region, yet staff and 
students’ access to technological training equipment 
is still a challenge. this has been one of the reasons 
for development of the aCtea project whereby the 
outcomes of the project are expected to provide a so-
lution,” he added.

Furthermore, he said the aCtea project was estab-
lished with the aim of improving the quality of edu-
cation by changing the theoretical type of learning 
process in ethiopia, Uganda and tanzania to a prac-
tice-oriented competence-based approach in order to 
form the competences necessary for the labor market.

He said the established industrial automation labo-
ratory at aRU not only serves the needs of internal 
stakeholders but will also serve external stakehold-
ers, as companies and individuals will be able to have 
access to training through the Centre for Continuing 
education.

“therefore, aRU will be able to disseminate knowl-
edge to the tanzania community who are willing to 
pursue skills in industrial automation. those who will 
be trained using the established facilities are expected 
to gain skills needed in the labor market and in that 
way, ardhi University will be contributing to the na-
tional industrialization agenda,” he said.

University gets modern 
laboratory for industrial 
automation technology

By Correspondent James Kandoya

tHe tanzania insurance Regulatory authority 
(tiRa) has challenged the microfinance companies in 
the country to expand their services and start offering 
banc-assurance schemes to underserved areas includ-
ing remote places so as to promote financial inclusion.

speaking at the launching of Faidika Microfinance 
Bancassurance scheme over the weekend in Dar es sa-
laam, the tiRa acting director general captain elieza 
Rweikiza said Faidika became the first microfinance 
institution in the country to collaborate with insur-
ance companies to provide insurance products in the 
market.

He said currently, the contribution of bancassur-
ance was still minimal to the national income adding 
the government target was to ensure 80 per cent of 
the public are aware of insurance by 2030.

He said under the country’s Financial sector Devel-
opment Master Plan 2020–2030, the government has 
set ambitious goals for the insurance sub sector with-
in a decade to reach 50 per cent population coverage 
of the adult population.

He said that insurance is key to the country’s finan-
cial inclusion agenda considering the fact that the 
bulk of growth of the financial sector in the coming 
decade is hinged on insurance.

“i call on other financial institutions to introduce 
bancassurance schemes to increase financial penetra-
tion especially in remote areas,” he said.

Faidika Chief executive officer, Baraka Munisi said 
the four key Bancassurance products were launched 
in partnership with sanlam, sanlam life, alliance 
General, Britam General, strategies General and Medi-
cal, First assurance General, Jubilee life and Jubilee 
General.

He said  the  company now offers life insurance, 
Health insurance and General insurance products, in-
cluding assurance cover for assets - all risks, industrial 
- all risks, fire and allied perils, motor, accident, home 
insurance, burglary and theft, professional indemnity, 
goods in transit and marine and cargo insurance cov-
er, among others.

TIRA challenges microfinance
institutions to expand services
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This is a decisive measure towards 

addressing youth unemployment
 yOuTh in Africa constituted 

19 per cent of the global youth 
population in 2015, numbering 
226 million.  The united Nations 
defines youth as people aged 15 
to 24 years.  by 2030, it is predict-
ed that the number of youths in 
Africa will have increased by 42 
per cent.  Africa’s population as a 
whole is very young, with 60 per 
cent of the entire continent aged 
below 25, making it the youngest 
continent in the world, in rela-
tion to its population makeup.  
All of the world’s top 10 youngest 
countries by median age are in 
Africa.   

In Tanzania, the law requires 
youth to be engaged in agenda 
setting and participate in deci-
sion making and development, 
but yet a number of them are 
currently crying of being exclud-
ed, the thing that frustrates the 
younger generation and deters 
their efforts to move forward.

youth are concerned that they 
are supposed to be involved in 
budget preparation through 
their various groups, but yet only 
few of them get chances to air 
their opinions in such forums. 
To ensure sustainable develop-
ment, local governments must 
prioritize youth involvement 
and make sure their opinions 
and requirements are incorpo-
rated in development plans.

While local government are 
said to be an entry point for 
youth participation and devel-

opment, more should be done 
about the specifics of young 
people’s participation in local 
governance in areas of economic 
empowerment and setting de-
velopment agendas in youth.

Available statistics from Na-
tional bureau of Statistics (NbS) 
shows that out of approximately 
59.4 million population, 23.7 mil-
lion people equivalent to 40 per-
cent are youth aged between 15 
and 40 years old.  In this case, 
youth have a potential to ensure 
that development matters are 
key and are a daily conversation 
that they engage in.

Some youth engaging in agri-
cultural activities are complain-
ing about the price of inputs 
which is too high compared to 
their income, with limited chanc-
es to express their challenges as 
they are being left out in most of 
the forums for decision-making.

To address their challenge, 
the united Nations Association 
(uNA) in collaboration with oth-
er youth organizations and the 
government are implementing a 
one year project dubbed ‘youth 
Participation in Decision Mak-
ing and Policy Process’ which 
focuses on educating youth and 
inform them on the guidelines 
for organizing community meet-
ings and provide smooth guide 
that will help youths to fully par-
ticipate in decision-making for 
sustainable development at local 
government levels.

Wanted: Action, investment
to defeat malaria in Africa

MALARIA is still a thorny health 
issue in Africa. Cases increased 
from 137,360 in 2015 to 141,677 in 
2017 in ten African countries. Tan-
zania contributes three per cent of 
these cases.

Since 2008, the world has be-
come increasingly interconnected 
and complex. As countries have 
moved to further reduce and 
eliminate malaria, the disease 

has become more heterogene-
ous. This led WhO to initiate the 
development of  the Global Tech-
nical Strategy for Malaria 2016-
2030, which was endorsed by the 
World health Assembly in May 
2015.  

The risk of disease  can be re-
duced by preventing mosquito 
bites through the use of mosquito 
nets and insect repellents or with 
mosquito-control measures such 
as spraying insecticides and drain-
ing standing water. Also several 
medications are available to pre-
vent malaria in travellers to areas 
where the disease is common.

The World health Organisation 
(WhO) has recommended that 
the spraying of mosquito breeding 
areas with chemicals or biological 
agents to kill larvae as a comple-
mentary intervention to control 
malaria along with primary in-
terventions that include sleeping 
under insecticide-treated nets 
(ITNs), and indoor residual spray 
(IRS).

Larviciding was introduced 
to supplement the current ma-
laria vector control interventions, 
mainly insecticide-treated bed 
nets as well as other interventions 
in the areas and speed up the ma-
laria control pace towards elimi-
nation.

Larviciding has been intro-
duced to complement test and 
treat and other preventive inter-
ventions.

A larvicide (alternatively lar-
vacide) is an insecticide that is 
specifically targeted against the 
larval life stage of an insect. Their 
most common use is against mos-
quitoes. Larvicides may be contact 

poisons, stomach poisons, growth 
regulators, or (increasingly) bio-
logical control agents.

The liquid is environmentally 
friendly, the bio-larvicides we are 
using produce protein crystals 
during fermentation.

These microscopic crystals are 
ingested by mosquito larvae as 
they feed. In the mosquito’s alka-
line digestive system, the crystals 
are dissolved and converted by 
specific enzymes into protein 
molecules that bind with unique 
receptor sites in the mosquito gut 
wall.

This binding causes changes 
that destroy the walls of the mos-
quito larvae’s gut. The larvae quit 
feeding within hours and quickly 
die.

In order to understand the im-
pact of larviciding, the Ifakara 
health Institute (IhI) trained 
community-based volunteers on 
how to set up mosquito traps in 
households.

The principal investigator from 
Ifakara health Institute (IhI) said 
recently in Dar es Salaam that ini-
tially, people were reluctant to ac-
cept a mosquito trap being set in 
their houses.

The Institute (IhI) in collabo-
ration with the communities 
is implementing larviciding in 
three districts of Coast and Lindi 
regions, to several communities 
to control mosquito breeding 
grounds in malaria-prone areas.

  because, malaria is endemic in 
Rufiji, Kilwa, and Kibiti districts. 
The infection rate of the disease 
by 2017 was 14 per cent – almost 
double the 7.3 per cent of the na-
tional average, according to the 
National bureau of Statistics’ Ma-
laria Indicator Survey.

The stratification of malaria 
burden in the country and tailor-
ing of the response has been made 
possible by using malaria infec-
tion rate data taken weekly from 
the routine health management 
information system at health fa-
cilities along with vector surveil-
lance results.

Leaders at COP26 ought to avoid global ‘squid 
game’ where winners prosper and losers perish

 By Dr Hans Henri   Kluge 

“WE must not spiral into a devastat-
ing - and lethal - survival game where 
we struggle for our health, fight for 
natural resources and livelihoods” 
writes Dr hans Kluge of the World 
health Organisation

25 years ago, Tombé faced an im-
possible decision - much like the con-
testants in the hugely popular Korean 
Netflix series that has taken the world 
by storm. but for Tombé, it wasn’t fic-
tion, nor was it a game. For genera-
tions, his ancestors in Mauritania had 
lived off the land in a time when sea-
sonal rains were predictable and plen-
tiful, enough to sustain everyone in 
his village. but that was then. As rain 
became less regular and cultivating 
food and livestock became more dif-
ficult, 25 years ago Tombé took a mo-
mentous decision that would change 
the course of his life. he left. And in 
an instant, he became a so-called en-
vironmental migrant long before the 
term was coined by the media and 
politicians. “When we still had water, 
no one felt the need to leave,” he said.

Tombé migrated between conti-
nents to end up in France. his plight 
seems far away, with little relevance 
to you and me. but that is a grave mis-
calculation. because today, climate 
change is happening everywhere, af-
fecting everyone, forcing people to 
move between and within countries.

Last summer I visited one of 
France’s most famous wine re-
gions, not too far from Tombé’s 
home in Paris. Many families have 
lived there for generations cultivat-
ing the distinct grapes that make 
this region famous. but with the cli-
mate becoming increasingly errat-
ic, many of these families are look-
ing at the prospect of relocating or 
finding other ways to put food on 
the table.

The latest report of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change has reiterated that climate 
change is rapid and intensifying. We 
know that climate change knows 
no borders, although some areas 
will be affected sooner, some later, 
with varying intensity. Tombé and 
his family were affected already 25 
years ago. by 2050, an estimated 
216 million people will be on the 
move within their own countries 
because of climate change. That’s 
nearly half of the population of the 
European union. We can already 
see the effects: from more frequent 
and intense extreme weather 
events such as droughts, wildfires 
and floods to new patterns of infec-
tious diseases.

As devastating floods swept 
across belgium, Germany, the 
Netherlands and Luxemburg in 
July, people lost livelihoods and 
homes, while southern Europe and 

the Mediterranean suffered deadly 
wildfires. As extreme weather con-
ditions and other climatic changes 
become more common, we will 
have to learn to live with the im-
pacts of climate change. For all of 
us, climate change is - and increas-
ingly will be - a health issue.

As world leaders come together 
for COP26 in Glasgow, we still have 
a narrow yet achievable roadmap 
to reach the 1.5-degree target, and 
we cannot afford losing this oppor-
tunity. Now is the time to collec-
tively address the existential threat 
before us. If we fail to keep global 
temperatures at bay, the impacts 
on our health will be profound 
and severe, affecting clean air, safe 
drinking water, food supplies and 
access to safe shelter. between 
2030 and 2050, climate change is 
expected to cause approximately 
250,000 additional deaths per year 
globally from malnutrition, malar-
ia, diarrhoea and heat stress. The 
cost of direct damage to health is 
estimated to be between uSD 2-4 
billion/year by 2030. Areas with 
weak health infrastructure will be 
the least able to cope without as-
sistance to prepare and respond to 
these changing needs. One billion 
children - an almost unfathomable 
number - are at extreme risk of cli-
mate impacts globally.

The time has come to stop think-

ing of climate change in terms of 
“us” and “them”. We must not spi-
ral into a devastating - and lethal 
- survival game where we struggle 
for our health, fight for natural re-
sources and livelihoods, and where 
those less fortunate, pushed out 
of the arena, are left to perish. We 
must avoid a real-life ‘squid game’ 
at all costs.

Let me be clear: When leaders 
sit down in Glasgow to negotiate 
the world’s common commitments 
to tackle climate change, the links 
between health, climate change 
and migration must be placed front 
and centre. We cannot forget that 
already today, millions of people 
are suffering the consequences and 
bearing the brunt of our changing 
climate, with major impacts on 
their physical and mental health, 
not to mention their quality of life.

We cannot accept a world where 
the privileged few are protected 
from the ravages of climate change 
while the rest of the world bears 
the brunt. Keeping our promise 
to leave no one behind means 
honouring the right to health in a 
changing climate for all, including 
refugees and migrants, from origin 
to destination.

Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge is the 
World Health Organisation’s Re-
gional Director for Europe

UN Secretary-General António Guterres, seated at left, and Alok Sharma, President for COP26, hold a virtual briefing to update member states on prepara-
tions for COP26 in Glasgow, August 2, 2021.
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J
ambo, and greetings for a 
week that takes us almost into 
the new year, and it must be 
over half a decade when I left 

for britain under a similar scenario, 
with exciting times on the horizon, 
like the building of the first city fly-
over in tanzania, via the signing of 
an agreement with Japan. 

…..but back then, I wrongly 
doubted success, and wrote  “which 
government since independence 
has fully mastered stewardship of 
the “fly-unders’’ i.e. the road net-
works, so how will they manage the 
“overs” ?

one report at the time stated 
“tanzanians have been awaiting 
their flyover with anxiety”, but I 
think they meant ‘anticipation’….
though ‘anxiety’ was just as appro-
priate ……..and I was wrong with my 
prediction of doom….but maybe 
earlier experiences were to blame.

 I was certainly surprised on ar-
rival here, to see rusting unused 
parking meters in the city centre.  
there they stood like sentinels or 
space aliens, a misplaced symbol of 
western development, disregarded 
and de-commmissioned, without 
ever performing their function, or 
so I was told.  they were a testa-
ment to the ambitious ideas of well 
intentioned leadership, or maybe 
just those who wanted to pocket 
the 10 per cent sweetener that went 
with the project.

…ah, only ten per cent, what an 
innocent un-greedy time, com-
pared with the mega bucks that 
were to be picked over the decades 
to follow…and we seldom used the 
word ‘corruption’ in those days…..it 
was too shocking!

anyway, there  wasn’t  many 
street vendors about, as there 
was little to trade after the war 

       A high-rise future…… needs high expectations!
with uganda, and few imports, so 
the meters went un-adorned, as 
clothes props etc., but they surely 
would have been well used for that 
purpose today.

It’s interesting to see the way in-
ventive hawkers customise public 
amenities to sell their wares.   bus 
shelters entirely appropriated for 
their trade, electricity installations 
and bill boards used for displaying 
all manner of goods, and astonish-
ingly, even some railways lines in 
active service, turned into open 
markets.    and more to the point, 
street vendors peddling goods 
on the pedestrian bridge over the 
motorway at manzese, and since it 
opened,  I’m told  they’re still doing 
so today!

In many areas of the country, as 
sooon as highways are completed, 
shanty town-style ‘genges’ start 
trading on either sides, creating 
new slums in the process.    so many 
amenities have been hijacked by 
street traders, and seeing Chinese 
underwear and clothing items 
colourfully blowing in the breeze, 
next to vendors frying chips in vats 
of hot oil……is a strange sight in 
modern times.  

….and despite the dangers of 
people eating in crowded areas, 
the chips were a popular snack at  
mwenge bus station, and given the 
indiference of municipal officers 
on the health aspects of unsanitary 
catering….probably these ‘cooks’,  
are now active nearby, with frying 
pans at the ready…..who cares for 
hygene!

 anyway, the point I’m making, 
is that there has to be a new mind-
set on modern developments and 
amenities that shouldn’t be mis-
used or neglected by the public 
and government guardians alike, 

if they renege on responsible stew-
ardship of national assets, modern 
or otherwise.

…. and did the manzese bridge en-
gineers ever think that their flyover 
construction would almost become 
a market venue first……..with the 
bridge facility of secondary impor-
tance for usage!

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxx

Well, failing to stop flyovers being 
turned into open markets seems al-
most trivial compared to the same 
failure of foresight at curbing fires 
in high rise buildings.    Walking in 
some parts of upanga at the start of 

these building campaigns, I gasped 
at the height of many of the flats,   
out of scale and badly sited, and I 
wondered if the fire hazard was up-
permost in many of the residents’ 
minds.

In february 2013, rescue forces 
battled a blaze on the 17th floor of 
an eighteen story PPf tower block, 
successfully containing it after five 
hours…… a commendable achieve-
ment, but still alarming for all con-
cerned. 

acting fire Commissioner Pius 
Nyambacha appealed for modern 
fighting tools, saying they had only 
one fire engine capable of going up 
to 56 metres.   rightly praising the 
force at the time, Dar’s regional 

Commissioner said all high rise 
city buildings should have fire ex-
tinguishers, and other necessary 
equipment…..but talk about a state-
ment of the obvious……was this a 
good idea……or would parachutes  
have been better!

oK, time to close….but I brought 
this up today, in the hope that in 
the near decade since that blaze 
occurred, that fire fighting equip-
ment is now rated a maJor prior-
ity, alongside all the many other 
necessities needed for 21st century 
safe living in tanzania.

….and for the wamachinga 
…….hopefully, may the President 
send out the right messages, for 
their removal to new areas and 

BAGHDAD

A
fter my children drowned, I decided to work in the 
humanitarian field to help all the children in need, 
so that the tragedy would not happen again," said 
abdullah al-Kurdi, a syrian-Kurdish refugee and the 

father of the child alan whose picture shocked the world with 
his body lying on his face on a turkish beach several years ago.

one summer night in 2015, al-Kurdi's life was changed forever 
when he, his wife, and two children, Ghalib and alan, boarded 
a small smugglers' boat that sent out migrants and refugees at 
a village near the turkish resort of bodrum in the aegean sea.  

after about four minutes of sailing, a high wave hit and cap-
sized the boat, drowning several people, including al-Kurdi 
family members. 

Later, a picture depicted a dark-haired toddler, wearing a red 
t-shirt and blue shorts, washing up on a beach and lying face 
down in the surf of the aegean sea. 

the picture had gone viral across the world and became a 
reminder of the danger that children and families are facing for 
seeking a safe and better life due to conflicts in their countries.

abdullah al-Kurdi and his family were forced to flee their 
home when the civil war erupted across syria and the extrem-
ist Islamic state (Is) militants committed crimes against civil-
ians.  

about 20 days after he buried his wife and two children in 
his hometown Kobane in northern syria, al-Kurdi received a 
phone call from Nechirvan barzani, regional president of Iraq's 
Kurdistan, who offered him a house and a salary to live in erbil, 
capital of Kurdistan. 

at his home in erbil, al-Kurdi is living with his new wife, and 
they have a child, named alan, the same name as his son who 
drowned in the aegean sea. 

He used to spend some time staring at pictures of his late 
children and wife, as well as a painting by a Kurdish artist of his 
son alan lying on the beach.

al-Kurdi always remembers what happened to him in the 
middle of the sea when his boat sank, and how he had been 
asking for help for hours without an answer.al-Kurdi blames 
himself for his family's tragedy. 

"If I knew that would happen, I wouldn't have emigrated," al-
Kurdi told Xinhua with tears in his eyes, but another thought 
came across his mind. 

"If we had stayed in syria, we would have died. I wanted 
to ensure a better future for my children." the grief of losing 
loved ones inspired him to establish alan and Ghalib Kurdi 
foundation, also known as Kurdi foundation, in erbil with the 
help of his sister tima who lives in Canada. 

the foundation's mission is to provide aid to children living 
in refugee camps with the hope that other families would not 
suffer the same tragedy by choosing a perilous journey across 
the mediterranean and the aegean sea.

al-Kurdi dedicated one of his house rooms to manage the 
foundation, and he collected a lot of children clothes, school 
bags, and other things in another room for students at the 
schools of the displaced camps in Iraq's Kurdistan. 

"I plan to spend the rest of my life helping the children, be-
cause I don't want to see a child in need, and if there is, I would 
do everything to help him even if I have to plead with others to 
help," al-Kurdi said with pain and sadness.

 "every year on sep. 2, my family members' death anniver-
sary, I distribute school clothes, bags, and uniforms to students 

Father of drowned Syrian boys dedicates their lives to helping refugee children

venues, an exercise long overdue 
in terms of public service, but an 
enhancing of the city also, as op-
posed to rampant degradation……
everywhere!

but let’s give the last word to 
famous british architect richard 
rogers, who tells us “It is the plan-
ners and architects who create social 
chaos and brutalise our cities by cre-
ating office dominated developments 
in their singleminded search for 
profit, yet the quality of our lives de-
pends on the integritiy of our build-
ings and their interaction with our 
lifestyles”.  ….absolutely correct, let’s 
think of this in future….and foster 
some of our own ‘richard rogers’ 
architects !     

Start the Week With Cynthia StaCey

at primary schools," al-Kurdi said.
al-Kurdi attributed what happened to his 

country and syrian people to foreign and 
Western intervention, as they provided vari-
ous armed groups with weapons that fueled 
years of bloodshed that devastated the coun-
try. 

"Where did the weapon come from? Weap-

ons came to syria through the West. the West-
ern and foreign intervention that we saw in 
syria is the reason for the deterioration of the 
situation," al-Kurdi said. 

"I blame everyone who supplies terrorists 
with weapons. I don't understand politics, but 
what I do understand is whoever helps supply 
terrorists with weapons to kill people is re-

sponsible for the tragedy of our people," al-Kurdi added. 
It has been over six years since al-Kurdi lost all family mem-

bers. His tragedy became an example of the suffering of dis-
placed syrians and refugees whose country was destroyed by 
the civil war and foreign interventions, which transformed 
syria from a peaceful country whose people live in harmony 
into a battlefield. 

     Xinhua

The Impressive-looking Mfugale flyover launched by President John Magufuli on September  27,2018 in Dar es Salaam,taking Tanzania into the future!. 
File Photo

Abdullah al-Kurdi holds a picture of his two sons who drowned in the Aegean Sea in Turkey six years ago, in Erbil, Iraq, Oct 2, 2021. (File photo)



10  Monday 1 November  2021

featureS

By Des Erasmus

F
ormer South african pesi-
dent thabo mbeki (pictured)
has said that a social compact 
should be agreed upon and 

implemented to eradicate poverty, 
inequality and unemployment inthe 
country.  

Importantly, this should be done in 
the form of a commitment — that de-
mands results — instead of a promise, 
he said.  

“this social compact that must pro-
duce this plan to eradicate unemploy-
ment, poverty, and inequality… some 
things have already been done. What is 
outstanding is that the social partners 
must get together to say, ‘We have some 
vision of where we want to go, and let’s 
make this into an implementable plan.’ 
that is what is missing.” 

mbeki was speaking at an aNC-
sponsored event at the Inkosi albert 
Luthuli International Convention 
Centre in ethekwini. the audience 
included captains of industry, business 
owners, academics, NGos, politicians, 
aNC affiliates and unions, community 
leaders and residents.  

He referred to the release, in 2020 
by Business for South africa (B4Sa), 
of a 111-page presentation outlining a 
proposed economic response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

the plan required policy interven-
tions and could increase GDP by r1-
trillion, create up to 1.5 million jobs and 
increase tax revenue by r100-billion 
per annum. 

according to the proposal, the pri-
vate sector would need to commit 
funding of r1-trillion. B4Sa said if the 
plan was adopted, GDP would, by 
2030, increase from $330-billion to 
$550-billion, unemployment would 
shrink to 15%, business confidence 
would increase 14-fold and global com-
petitiveness would more than double.  

the plan included a 12-point key pol-
icy focus that included tackling corrup-
tion, improving ease of business, state-
owned entity rationalisation, clarity on 
land reform, simplifying mining regu-
lation and reviewing trade policies. 

mbeki said this was the first time 
since South africa entered its demo-
cratic era in 1994 that the meaning 
of “social partnerships” was realised, 

when society was “speaking in one 
voice about one thing”.  

It was an extraordinary commit-
ment, he said.   

few would disagree that the South 
african economy and local govern-
ment were in a crisis, he said, and that 
corruption had a direct result on how 
national resources were being man-
aged. 

Such things were included in the 
election manifestos of almost all of the 

political parties that he had read, said 
mbeki.

“our economy is in crisis. those jobs 
will not come if we don’t attend to the 
economy. Let me read a commitment 
which the aNC makes in that regard 
[in its manifesto]: ‘We must urgently 
finalise the social compact with the 
social partners to achieve our social 
transformation to eradicate poverty, 
inequality and unemployment’. 

“I like to believe this is not a prom-
ise, but a commitment. I think all of us 
have clearly followed developments in 
the country regarding [the economy]. 
all of us as South africans should take 
this up with the aNC. 

“We must say to the aNC, this is what 
you promised in your manifesto… and 
social partners have already produced 
a vision and a plan [to rescue the econ-
omy],” he said.  

of the governing party, he said the 
aNC had long been warned that those 
joining for obvious self-enrichment 
should not have been allowed access: 
“We failed to deal with this problem.”  

“these people [eventually increase 
in number] and they are bound to af-

fect the quality of the party. at Nasrec 
in 2017, we said there must be renewal, 
or it will become a matter of life and 
death for the aNC.  

“the aNC understands that if it 
wants to exist, it must renew itself. that 
renewal will give us the passion that is 
needed in governance. 

there are commitments that have 
been made by the aNC… we owe it to 
ourselves to say that the aNC must live 
up to those commitments. If the aNC 
doesn’t correct itself in that context, 
the country is in trouble.” 

Local government had to be ap-
proached in a “rational and intelligent 
way” he said, touching on the District 
Development model (also mentioned 
in the aNC manifesto) which speaks to 
better coordination between local and 
district municipalities. 

using ethekwini metro as an exam-
ple, he said: “two years ago, in terms 
of capital budget, something like 43% 
came from own resources generated 
by the municipality. then take the or 
tambo [ort] District municipality in 
the eastern Cape. for the same year, 
the same period, the amount of money 

for capital investments generated from 
local resources was 1%. 

“You can’t conceivably think ort is 
going to develop, so what are we going 
to do? financing of local government 
can’t all be the same. one proposal is 
that the Development Bank of South-
ern africa [DBSa] — one of the big-
gest financiers of local government 
and metros — should concentrate on 
these districts that can’t raise the funds 
themselves.  

“ethekwini can issue municipal 
bonds, but ort can’t. So why don’t we 
get the metros to take care of them-
selves? and resources from the DBSa 
can go to municipalities that can’t sur-
vive.”  

more resources were needed to 
finance development in local munici-
palities, he said, and citizens had to be 
informed of what was being done to 
generate this.  

“this challenge to get social partners 
together is critical to that. as is cleaning 
up local government. You can generate 
huge resources, but if you don’t have a 
value system, those resources will dis-
appear into people’s pockets.”  DM

Thabo Mbeki calls for social compact to eradicate poverty and unemployment

BANGKOK

A
S the global recovery still 
moves in fits and starts 
amid the CoVID-19 pan-
demic, at this year's east 

asian leaders' meetings on coop-
eration, regional countries were try-
ing to find ways to steer the region 
through the CoVID-19 crisis and to-
wards a comprehensive and sustain-
able recovery.

Participants of the three-day vir-
tual gathering that concluded thurs-
day, including leaders of the asso-
ciation of Southeast asian Nations 
(aSeaN) members as well as China, 
Japan and South Korea, agreed to 
enhance cooperation in response to 
the CoVID-19 pandemic, promote 
economic recovery and seek sustain-
able development.

TO ENHANCE ASEAN COMMU-
NITY BUILDING

During the 38th and 39th aSeaN 
summits and related summits, aSe-
aN leaders reaffirmed their commit-
ment to further strengthen the aSe-
aN Community as well as aSeaN's 
centrality and unity to address com-
mon challenges as well as to advance 
aSeaN's comprehensive recovery 
from the CoVID-19 pandemic. 

they agreed to push forward a 
wide range of initiatives to strengthen 
the region's preparedness for future 
challenges, including the "aSeaN 
SHIeLD," a scheme for better institu-
tional coordination to enhance the 
region's preparedness and response 
to future emergencies and disasters; 
efforts to respond to and recover 
from CoVID-19, including work to 
procure vaccines as well as coopera-
tion to address mental health issues 
and nurture a Care economy for the 
protection and welfare of the peo-
ple of aSeaN, which are important 
building blocks to realize an aSeaN 
Community Vision 2025 and beyond.

Noting that tourism is one of the 
sectors hardest hit by the pandemic, 
aSeaN leaders highlighted the im-
portance of strengthening regional 

ASEAN eyes community building, common prosperity
and international cooperation to 
safely restart and rebuild aSeaN 
tourism industry as a significant 
contributor to economic and social 
advancements and a major source of 
employment, income and livelihood 
for people and local communities in 
the region. 

"aSeaN Community-building will 
always be a work in progress, and 
it is thus vital to remain committed 
to upholding multilateralism and a 
strong regional architecture to en-
able meaningful progress for genera-
tions to come," Haji Hassanal Bolki-
ah, the Sultan of Brunei, who is also 
the aSeaN chairman for 2021, said at 
the closing ceremony, before hand-
ing over the aSeaN chairmanship 
to Samdech techo Hun Sen, prime 
minister of Cambodia. 

"as the chair of aSeaN in 2022, 
Cambodia will steer aSeaN's collec-
tive efforts to accomplish our im-
portant tasks, especially expediting 
the building process of an equitable, 
strong, and inclusive aSeaN Com-
munity, in line with the core spirit of 
aSeaN: one Vision, one Identity and 
one Community," Hun Sen said.

CLOSER COMMUNITY WITH 
SHARED FUTURE

Since they established a dialogue 
relationship in 1991, China and aSe-
aN have stood together and support-
ed each other through hard times. 

they have jointly coped with the 
1997 asian financial crisis, the 2003 
SarS pandemic, the 2004 Indian 
ocean tsunami and the 2008 global 
financial crisis. 

With their meaningful, substantive 
and mutually beneficial partnership, 
China and aSeaN will play a bigger 
and leading role in boosting regional 
cooperation, development and sta-
bility, said Natee taweesrifuengfung, 
president of the thailand-based 
Siam think tank. 

again, during the fight against 
CoVID-19, they supported each oth-
er by providing vaccines, medical 
supplies and by sharing prevention 
and treatment experience. 

China has provided aSeaN coun-
tries with more than 300 million 
CoVID-19 vaccines, and has pledged 
to carry out vaccine cooperation 
with more aSeaN members.

most of the 21st century problems, 
such as migration, transnational 
crimes, climate change and pandem-
ics, require solutions that go beyond 
borders, said austin ong, researcher 
of manila-based think tank Integrat-
ed Development Studies Institute. 
"Bridges of communication, under-
standing, friendship will be more 
critical than ever. 

this is where aSeaN and China 
can blaze new trails together," the 
expert said. China and aSeaN shall 
further unleash the energy and po-
tential of their relations with more 
active steps and more innovative 
measures, and build a closer com-

munity with a shared future for the 
benefit of the over 2 billion people in 
11 countries, Chinese ambassador to 
aSeaN Deng Xijun told Xinhua in a 
written interview.

TO GROW TOGETHER, PROS-
PER TOGETHER

rebooting economic growth was 
high on the agenda of the three-day 
meetings as leaders tried to draw 
plans and strategies to bring eco-
nomic activity back to pre-pandemic 
levels and foster new growth driv-
ers. aSeaN countries would look to 
China to fuel their economic recov-
ery as China is a great example of 
containing CoVID-19 while bringing 
economic activity back in full force, 
said malaysian political analyst azmi 
Hassan. 

"aSeaN as a whole is looking keen-

ly towards China for its own econom-
ic revitalization," he said. thanks to 
the aSeaN-China free trade area 
(fta), tariffs have been coming 
down, driving a brisk growth in bilat-
eral trade. Shaking off the pandemic 
impacts, China and aSeaN became 
each other's largest trading partner 
for the first time last year. 

Bilateral trade maintained growth 
momentum in 2021, surging 31.1 per-
cent year-on-year to 630.54 billion 
u.S. dollars in the first three quar-
ters.

two-way investment has also 
been booming and exceeded 310 
billion dollars as of June this year in 
cumulative terms. 

Looking ahead, analysts expect 
greater regional integration in terms 
of market, supply chains and infra-

structure with several supporting 
agendas, including the aSeaN-Chi-
na fta, the regional Comprehen-
sive economic Partnership (rCeP) 
and the Belt and road Initiative. 

"China and aSeaN countries 
need to harness our strengths of 
geographical proximity and indus-
trial complementarity to pursue 
regional economic integration at a 
higher level," said Chinese Premier 
Li Keqiang at the 24th China-aSeaN 
leaders' meeting via video link. 

to accelerate regional economic 
integration, Li announced at the 
meeting that China will work with 
aSeaN to officially launch a joint 
feasibility study to further enhance 
the China-aSeaN fta. 

at the series of meetings, leaders 
of China and aSeaN agreed to push 
forward an early implementation of 
the rCeP, the trade pact between 
the 10 aSeaN member states plus 
China, Japan, South Korea, australia 
and New Zealand which was signed 
last November. 

as the pandemic continues to 
weigh on global economic growth, 
the mega trade pact, once taking 
into effect, will not only inject new 
impetus to China-aSeaN coopera-
tion as well as regional economic 
recovery and integration, but also 
boost the world economy, said Wang 
Liping, minister counsellor for eco-
nomic and Commercial affairs of 
the Chinese embassy in thailand.

Leaders of China and aSeaN also 
stressed the need to strengthen co-
operation to enhance the connectiv-
ity and resilience of supply chains in 
the region by exploring "the devel-
opment of economic corridors, as 
well as economic, trade, and indus-
trial parks." 

With the development of vari-
ous regional mechanisms such as 
the rCeP as well as the aSeaN Plus 
China (10+1) and aSeaN Plus China, 
Japan, and the republic of Korea 
(10+3) platforms, the region will 
enjoy common development and 
more vibrant growth, Natee said.

 5G-powered unmanned aerial vehicle of China Telecom is showcased at the China-ASEAN AI Summit held in 
Nanning, south China's Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, Sept. 7, 2019. File photo
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By Guardian Reporter

as a universal right, justice is 
expected to be accessible to all re-
gardless of prevailing circumstanc-
es. In an ideal situation probably no 
one would want to find themselves 
pressed by the need to use legal 
aid services, however in many in-
stances ideal situations remain but 
distant dreams.

across the breadth of the country 
people from all walks of civilian life 
encounter legal challenges of vary-
ing magnitudes many of which are 
resolved successfully within rea-
sonable amounts of time while oth-
ers may experience protracted pro-
cedures with diverse outcomes. for 
some, these procedures can lead 
to police custody and in advanced 
situations incarceration. 

when the Legal services facility 
(Lsf) rolled out its access to Justice 
Programme a decade ago it had un-
derstood and taken on board the 
harsh reality that in a population 
of some 60 million people most of 
whom live in rural locations, a very 
small number had ready access to 
legal aid services. In other words, 
most tanzanians didn’t routinely 
have easily-accessible opportuni-
ties through which disputes could 
be addressed through legal chan-
nels neither did they have places 
from which they could absorb legal 
awareness. to someone who hasn’t 
worn the shoes of these unfortu-
nate ordinary people this situation 
may not make much of an impres-
sion however it is a fact that has for 
a long time defined the welfare of 
countless tanzanians.

as basket fund Lsf avails grants 
to numerous non-governmental or-
ganizations (nGOs) and civil society 
organisations (CsOs) both on the 
mainland and Zanzibar to facilitate 
the availability of legal aid services 

to the lowest levels of communities 
with the ultimate intent of having a 
society built of equality and equity 
in respect of justice. In essence, this 
goal establishes the universality of 
the very concept of justice by es-
tablishing a foundation upon which 
every individual can have access to 
justice with minimum if not zero 
hindrance.

Most of the work done by organi-
zations that are supported by Lsf 
is easily visible due to the fact that 
beneficiaries are women, men and 
children we see around our com-
munities everyday – at the office, 
the market place, school, places of 
worship, hospitals and many oth-
ers. there is one group, however, 
that many don’t often come into 
interaction with under ordinary 
circumstances; these are women 
and men, and children as well, who 
are in detention facilities. In all 
honesty these people can even be 
considered as “forgotten.” this may 
have been the case in years past, 
but Lsf’s access to Justice Program 
does provide them also with anoth-
er chance at justice and fairness, 
implying that being behind bars 
isn’t necessarily the end of one’s 
story.

among organizations that work 
with support from Lsf is enviro-
care, a non-profit organization first 
registered in 1993 and working to 
address environmental conserva-
tion, human rights, gender equality 
and good governance. envirocare 
began engaging in the provision 
of legal aid services in the years 
that followed after meeting the le-
gal requirements for doing so, and 
proceeded to reach out to children, 
men and women who couldn’t af-
ford the services, and also to those 
held in custody in police cells and 
prisons around the country.

 the drive to concentrate the or-

Lsfs programme on accessing justice 
helps in reducing congestion in prisons

LSF chief executive officer Lulu Ng'wanakilala

ganization’s focus on people held 
in such institutions started early 
in 2000 catalysed by the state of 
prisons which was predominantly 
characterized by congestion, a 
problem that has defined prisons 
around the country for decades.

 a survey conducted jointly by 
envirocare and the Prisons service 
in 2012, the year that the organiza-
tion also received its first round of 
funding from Lsf, revealed that 
there were 4,737 remands in cus-
tody which was twice the capacity 
of surveyed facilities. a vivid ex-
ample of this situation was Keko 
Prison which at the time of the sur-
vey held between 1,100 and 1,500 
inmates against its official capacity 
of just 340, held in unsafe and inhu-
mane conditions. according to en-
virocare conditions in police cells 
aren’t different either.

In essence the aim of the organi-
zation’s first project under Lsf 
funding which was conducted from 
2012 – 2015 was to reduce conges-
tion in 20 remand prisons and 4 
juvenile retention facilities along 
with ensuring all persons held in 
remand around the country have 
access to justice.

regarding this project, enviro-
care’s Deputy Director Catherine 

Jerome says, “this undertaking al-
lowed us to identify and train 88 
paralegals based in prisons; we 
helped enhance the work capaci-
ties of 25 police officers, 25 mag-
istrates and 50 prison wardens in 
respect of pertinent laws, human 
rights and investigation. Just as im-
portantly we reached out to 3,961 
adult remands, of whom 546 were 
women, 3,415 men, and 145 chil-
dren. Out of these 3,961 cases 1,284 
were bailed, 510 were released, 484 
remained in custody and 1,683 cas-
es remained on-going.

“we are delighted that to date 
amongst other accomplishments 
there has been effective and ben-
eficial work relations we culti-
vated with other stakeholders in 
the realm of criminal justice, the 
establishment of legal aid desks 
inside prisons, reduction in prison 
congestion, improved relations be-
tween paralegals, the police and 
magistrates in areas we carried out 
the project and the establishment 
of a database that aids these func-
tions. It is further vital to note that 
this initiative also increased the 
number of police posts in project 
regions”.

these results make a unique and 
direct contribution to Lsf’s access 

to Justice Program by including 
people that most other initiatives 
don’t expressly target but still need 
functional access to legal aid ser-
vices. Very often it is perceived that 
this program is mostly intended 
to help ordinary citizens, however 
access to justice is a wholesome 
concept and it is designed to bring 
into its fold those charged with 
discharging justice just as much as 
those expected to benefit from it 
regardless of their circumstances.

In the second phase which began 
in 2017 and is expected to end late 
in 2021, envirocare has been work-
ing to decongest urban remand 
prisons through the provision of 
more intensive legal aid. addition-
ally, its work within this period also 
includes ensuring justice is pro-
vided timely, and that there’s im-
proved coordination and coopera-
tion among relevant stakeholders 
in the criminal justice system.

In implementing this grant cy-
cle the organization has dissemi-
nated legal education publications, 
trained 272 paralegals of whom 160 
are police officers and 112 prison 
wardens, and trained 27 liaison of-
ficers. to date, 21,841 remands have 
accessed legal aid as well as 292 ju-
veniles.

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

effOrts by the government to 
contain edible oil shortage have 
started to produce positive out-
comes following a successful move 
by the agricultural seed agency 
(asa) to produce at least 2,000 
tonnes of improved sunflower 
seeds.

the development is part of strat-
egies by the state- owned agency 
to comply with directives from the 
government.

the country experiences an acute 
shortage of edible oil due to poor 
cultivation of the oil -based raw 
material crop, the situation which 
pushes the country to spend around 
500bn/- to import the oil annually.

In June this year, agriculture min-
ister adolf Mkenda tasked asa to 
embark on a strategic project for the 
vast production of sunflower seeds 
and distribute to the farmers at fair 
prices.

In an interview with the Guard-

ian, asa production manager, Dr 
Justice ringo said the produced im-
proved seeds are of good standards 
and with high oil content.

“we have started with 2000 
tonnes by the vision to keep on pro-
ducing in order to supply local farm-
ers from across the country with 
abundant seeds,” he stated.

Dr ringo appreciated efforts so 
far made by the government in as-
sisting the agency to run its top ac-
tivities well, especially in the area of 
sunflower seed production.

During this fiscal year, the gov-
ernment increased budgetary al-
location towards the agency, from 
5.52bn/- to 10.58 bn/-

according to Prof Mkenda, the 
government was also in a move to 
ensure asa’s farms are installed 
with modern irrigation schemes as 
well as other necessary agricultural 
infrastructures, including modern 
warehouses.

“we want to see asa make full 
utilisation of all of its 13 farms that 

agency produces over 2,000 
tonnes of sunflower seeds in 
effort to limit shortage of oil

By Guardian Reporter

unesCO has supported 
a series of virtual capacity 
building workshop to jour-
nalists on health reporting 
and safety while covering 
the COVID -19 pandemic in 
east africa. 

this is due to the fact that 
media practitioners across 
the world have faced un-
precedented challenges in 
engaging and informing citi-
zens and public about the 
on-going global health crisis.

the training was held be-
tween October 7th and 15th 
2021 and was facilitated 
by africa Centre for Peo-

ple Institutions and society 
(aCePIs) in partnership with 
world Health Organisation 
(wHO) and africa Infodemic 
response alliance (aIra) 
with funds from the euro-
pean.

since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there 
has been increased rise of 
false information about the 
vaccines, cures for the virus, 
wild conspiracy theories on 
the origin of the virus and 
harmful health advice dis-
seminated on various media 
platforms, especially social 
media.

the training involved 278 
media practitioners drawn 

from 149 media organiza-
tions across –Burundi, ethi-
opia, rwanda, seychelles, 
south sudan, somalia, tan-
zania, and uganda. 

sergio Cecchini, Informa-
tion Management Officer, 
and Coordinator of the af-
rica Infodemic response 
alliance (aIra) at world 
Health Organisation (wHO) 
informed participants that 
the COVID-19 pandemic was 
accompanied by another 
form of pandemic related to 
overproduction of informa-
tion on the pandemic. 

He said the pandemic has 
affected the ability of gov-
ernments, national agen-

cies/institutions, civil so-
ciety organizations and 
academia to deploy health 
interventions to counter 
and respond to the impact 
and spread of the virus. 

Cecchini said: “such joint 
collaboration and engage-
ments provide opportunity 
for various actors to share 
best practices, experience 
and also challenges. this 
is the most effective way to 
counter the spread of mis-
information and disinfor-
mation. It is important that 
we join expertise, skills and 
also networks to timely de-
tect misinformation to de-
fine strategies and tactics 

to counter it”.
John Okande, unesCO 

national Programme Offic-
er for Communication and 
Information sector in east-
ern africa informed par-
ticipants of their important 
role in reporting responsi-
bly, staying physically and 
mentally safe, healthy, and 
countering disinformation 
and misinformation related 
to the pandemic. 

“unesCOs support to 
this training represent our 
continued commitment to 
providing more opportuni-
ties for capacity building 
of media practitioners and 
other actors to report and 

disseminate authentic and 
factual content related to 
the pandemic while at the 
same time ensuring their 
personal and physical safe-
ty during their work”, he 
said.

rachel Olpengs, Pro-
grammes Manager at africa 
Centre for People Institu-
tion and society (aCePIs) 
thanked unesCO, wHO 
and aIra, among other 
partners, for the resources, 
partnership and continued 
support towards the suc-
cess of this intervention in 
eastern africa. 

she encouraged par-
ticipants to use the gained 

knowledge to improve the 
way they prepare, cover 
and disseminate content 
while ensuring more pro-
fessionalism, responsibility 
and accountability in their 
work.

Celestine awirema, a 
journalist from rwanda 
said that COVID-19 has af-
fected all sectors including 
journalism and changed 
the way they used to report 
stories and their editorial 
practices, and a good re-
minder to journalists that 
their intervention in the 
battle to fight disinforma-
tion and misinformation re-
lated to COVID-19 is crucial.

Media practitioners empowered on safety and health reporting amid pandemics

During the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic, a review of outreach 
methods enabled the organiza-
tion to establish a hotline through 
which 3,292 people continued to 
benefit from legal aid services. 
targeting remands and inmates 
serving sentences in prisons, le-
gal education was extended with 
the collaboration of the Ministry 
of Constitutional and Legal affairs 
and the Ministry of Home affairs, 
the Police and Prisons service to 
reach a total of 8,881 adults and 197 
juveniles. envirocare also utilizes 
radio programmes and other plat-
forms for effective outreach around 
the country and as the second 
funding phase of its mandate draws 
to its close already 35,297 people 
in custody have accessed legal aid 
services.

Lsf’s senior programme manag-
er, Deo Bwire says, “the dedication 
and creativity that envirocare has 
shown in addressing justice deficits 
in our custody system have helped 
to alleviate the suffering of thou-
sands of people around the country 
who find themselves in the wrong 
end of the law. 

Justice is a universal value and 
we continue to support every no-
ble initiative that aims to ensure 
there is sufficient access to legal aid 
services anywhere in the country 
regardless of the beneficiary’s situ-
ation. the enormous contribution 
envirocare in close partnership 
with other stakeholders has been 
making throughout these years 
means that our program is very ef-
fective and that a significant num-
ber of tanzanians are seeing the 
light of day in regard to their hu-
man rights”.

as Lsf reaches its 10-year mile-
stone, the impact of the Programme 
can be attested to in the results that 
its partners including envirocare 
continue to record. the extensive 
work to decongest prisons allows 
more and more men, women and 
children in custody to have increas-
ingly unimpeded access to justice 
while also helping to strengthen the 
criminal justice system as a whole.

are scattered at different areas of the 
country in order to curtail the short-
age of seed varieties for key crops in 
the country,” he insisted.

On her part, asa chief executive 
officer, Dr sophia Kashenge said in a 
period of four consecutive years the 
agency managed to improve its seed 
production capacity from 557 tonnes 
during 2016/17 to 1,750 tonnes in 
2019/20, the impressive trend which 
enable asa to stand fifth amid the 
companies that produced improved 
seeds during 2018/19.

 “Our mission is to ensure asa’s 
general production of improved seed 
varieties increases from 1,750 tonnes 
to at least 3750 tonnes by 2022,” Dr 
Kashenge unveiled.

Production of sunflower in the 
country is currently at 290,000 
tonnes which is higher than the 
205,000 tonnes produced during 
last year.

sunflowers contribute to at least 
68.9 percent of all edible oil pro-
duced in tanzania, with the remain-
ing 30.1 percent coming from other 
crops, including palm oil.

reports show that increased hu-
man population and sunflowers 
processing industries, as well as eco-
nomic growth stands as among the 
reasons that push for the increased 
demand for edible oil in the country.

statistics depict that demand for 
seeds in tanzania stands at 186,500 
tonnes per year, but the amount that 
is produced is only 71,000 tonnes.
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By Marianne Merten

A
t least four of the eight 
metros are set to be gov-
erned by coalitions — Jo-
hannesburg, tshwane, 

ekurhuleni and Nelson Mandela 
Bay — perhaps ethekwini too, even 
though it’s an outlier. that pattern is 
set to hold true across many of the 
205 local municipalities.

the role of independents — at 
1,546 almost double the number who 
stood in 2016– cannot be underesti-
mated, alongside that of community, 
residents and religion-based munici-
pal candidates, plus newcomers like 
the Good party and actionsa.

While the aNC looks set for a na-
tional result of just above 50% — it 
scored 55.68% nationally in the 2016 
municipal poll — that support would 
largely be on the back of support 
from more rural provinces such as 
Limpopo, Mpumalanga and KwaZu-
lu-Natal, signalling a further shift in 
character.

the Da could well be the biggest 
loser in the wake of electioneering 
that moved from emphasising how 
it is getting things done to raising the 
eff as the bogeyman radicalising the 
aNC, and such.

the Da is now pegged at winning 
around 20% of the vote — a more 
than four percentage point drop 
from the 24.57% it clinched in the 
2016 municipal poll. Look for some 
creative maths from Da federal 
Council chairperson Helen Zille, who 
massaged the numbers to turn her 
party’s loss of nine wards into an in-
crease of support in the November 
2020 so-called super Wednesday by-
elections.

the eff is poised to benefit from 
an increasingly disenchanted elec-
torate, to whom the party’s jobs and 
land motto appeals. the eff, which 
in its 2016 municipal debut scored 
8.3% support, is looking to be king-
maker again, particularly in hung 
metros. 

actionsa leader Herman Mashaba 

Public trust and coalitions: Voter turnout crucial as politicians haggle for power
makes no bones about wanting an-
other stint as Johannesburg mayor, 
now that he’s shot of the Da. While 
the party’s own polling of 30% sup-
port in south africa’s economic 
centre is widely seen as overly am-
bitious, actionsa may well make a 
respectable election debut, possibly 
nudging into double figures. this 
would strengthen its hand in coali-
tion talks.

the freedom front Plus has been 
trending up since the May 2019 gen-
eral elections, after its MP numbers 
increased from four to 10, and hopes 
to boost its number of councillors, 
currently at 83. It’s open to coalitions, 
as is the IfP, although that party may 
well decide to take different tacks in 
KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng — given 
the different provincial dynamics for 
the IfP.

the role of independents or com-
munity organisations such as the Ma-
kana Citizens front, which emerged 
from protests over Makhanda mu-
nicipal failures, from providing wa-
ter to removing refuse, can’t be un-
derestimated at a micro level.  

regardless of how messy the coali-
tions of Johannesburg, Nelson Man-
dela Bay Metro and tshwane have 
proved over the past five years in a 
toxic mix of economic muscle and 
political egos, the 2016 municipal 
poll and subsequent by-elections 
show the trend is towards coalition.  

any coalition politicking can only 
unfold after ballots are cast on 1 No-
vember.

electioneering sa-style has a cer-
tain rhythm, often accompanied by 
protests as communities try to make 
the most of the attention politicians 
focus on them in a search for votes.

the grim mood has not gone un-
noticed by the aNC, which fielded 
its president Cyril ramaphosa as 
the face of the local government 
poll, banking on his popularity — 
it outstrips that of his party. still, 
ramaphosa had to tell hecklers to 
keep quiet — not once or twice, but 
consistently across various cam-

BEIJING

U
.s. intelligence offi-
cials issued a warn-
ing recently to amer-
ican companies 

against working with China 
in key emerging technologies 
including artificial intelligence 
and semiconductors, saying 
that such ties threaten ameri-
ca's superiority in these indus-
tries.

such a move is a flagrant and 
unscrupulous obstruction of 
normal global exchanges and 
cooperation and gravely runs 
counter to the principle of fair 
competition that the united 
states has long chanted. It is 
now increasingly clear that 
american-style "fair compe-
tition" is all about keeping 
"america first," and playing 
zero-sum games. 

Judah Grunstein, editor-in-
chief of World Politics review, 
an online publisher of in-depth 
news and expert analysis on 

global affairs, said in an article 
that the united states is "seeing 
everything through the prism 
of contest." 

"the danger of seeing eve-
rything through the prism of 
a u.s.-China contest is that it 
reduces the world's regions to 
playing fields and its countries 
to prizes, rather than engaging 
with them as actors with their 
own interests and needs," he 
wrote.

History does not lack stories 
of the united states attempting 
to protect its selfish interests in 
the global market in the name 
of "fair competition." In the 
1980s, it took unprecedented 
strict protective actions to 
hammer Japan's growing semi-
conductor industry, including 
launching anti-dumping inves-
tigations against Japanese com-
panies, forcing the country to 
limit exports, and levying high 
retaliatory tariffs. 

In the early years of this 
century when the u.s. steel 

industry was facing competi-
tion from europe, Washington 
did not focus on boosting the 
market competitiveness of its 
products. 

Instead, the united states, 
under the pretext of unfair 
competition, chose to impose 
punitive duties and import re-
strictions on the steel products 
of its european allies. Over the 
past few years, Washington 
politicians have turned their 
sights on Chinese firms in or-
der to contain China's develop-
ment. 

they have deliberately 
stirred up trade disputes with 
China, imposed bans on Chi-
nese investments, and abused 
the concept of national securi-
ty to batter Chinese enterpris-
es. But have such detestable 
moves benefited the united 
states? 

the answer is negative. as 
a matter of fact, Washington's 
bullying has shot itself in the 
foot, eroded foreign investors' 

confidence in the united states, 
and undermined the country's 
credibility in the global market.

according to a study com-
missioned by the u.s.-China 
Business Council earlier this 
year, the Washington-initiat-
ed trade war with China in 
2018 resulted in a loss of over 
200,000 jobs in the united 
states, as well as a 49-percent 
fall in foreign direct investment 
in the country. 

In a survey conducted by u.s. 
media outlet Protocol which fo-
cuses on technology, nearly 60 
percent of 1,578 u.s. technol-
ogy workers believe that "u.s. 
restrictions on Chinese tech-
nology companies have gone 
too far," and "a Cold War with 
China could cripple u.s. tech 
companies."

 Washington should aban-
don its hypocritical "fair com-
petition" theory and learn to 
work with others in the spirit 
of mutual respect and mutual 
benefit.                       Xinhua

The ugly truth behind Washington's 'fair competition' myth

paign stops.
With apologies for past mishaps and promises of do-

ing better, the aNC 2021 pitch was essentially, “Give us 
another chance!” this revolves around being able to pull 
national issues like social grants into the local sphere and 
hoping that loyalty trumps simmering frustration. 

“I wish the Buffalo could find the soldier,” said one per-
son during ramaphosa’s Cape town tour, in a play on 
the president’s Buffalo soldier nickname arising from his 
game farming interests.

“We are waging this campaign on a non-existing budget. 
there’s just no budget at all,” ramaphosa told aNC sup-
porters in Cape town’s rylands Ward 46 on 21 October. 
“Comrade Mbalula thought there was a certain budget. 
But there’s no budget at all. the people are the budget.”

aNC elections boss, fikile Mbalula, also transport min-
ister, sparked controversy after claiming the aNC had a 
r50-million budget for the 2021 municipal elections. It’s 
a tiny fraction of the r1-billion the party spent in 2016, 
according to then elections head Nomvula Mokonyane, 
although the aNC later somewhat distanced itself from 
her statement.

In some ways, the 2021 aNC election campaign is a 
flashback to 2016, when the aNC hit the road “to explain 
itself” after accepting its then president Jacob Zuma’s 
apology for the Nkandla debacle following the landmark 
Constitutional Court judgement in March of that year 
which upheld the Public Protector’s powers .

that didn’t work then. the aNC dropped eight percent-
age points in national support and lost control of south 
africa’s economic hub, Johannesburg, the administrative 
capital tshwane and Nelson Mandela Bay metro. that’s 
the heart of the eastern Cape’s economy. elsewhere, the 
aNC remained in charge only courtesy of coalitions, as 
happened in ekurhuleni and rustenburg, the main town 

in south africa’s platinum belt.
It remains to be seen whether the latest apologetic ap-

peals for yet another chance will motivate aNC voters to 
cast ballots for the party which, according to a City Press-
commissioned poll, just over 60% of supporters them-
selves regard as corrupt.

the Da’s tightly choreographed electioneering gigs lim-
it potentially embarrassing interjections. Instead, it was a 
case of scoring own goals — like the Phoenix posters that 
were roundly criticised as racist and celebrating vigilan-
tism, and as undermining the attempts at reconciliation 
after mostly black residents from Inanda were killed in 
Phoenix during the July unrest.

the official line seems to be that this debacle was a 
storm in a twitter cup, and has had no impact on Da poll-
ing. But the Da’s 20% target is down from actual 2016 per-
formance — a first for the party that touts growth at the 
hustings as a core indicator of success. 

the Da has resigned itself to dropping about 11 percent-
age points in Cape town, where, after clinching control 15 
years ago, it now holds a two-thirds majority. a mid-50s 
percentage poll is anticipated. 

that lower Da polling will not extract a heavy political 
price as Cape town mayoral candidate Geordin Hill-Lew-
is is the newcomer. a price might be paid later — not just 
in the metro, but elsewhere in the Da-run Western Cape 
despite the delivery track record the Da claims where it 
governs. 

Getting things done was a central slogan for much of 
the Da electioneering, but delivery is skewed to town and 
suburbia as  Groundup reports in Witzenberg and Mid-
vaal. 

When in the May 2019 elections the Da dropped sup-
port to 20.77% from 22.23% in 2014, then leader Mmusi 
Maimane accepted that the buck stopped with him and 

 From left: EFF supporters hold the party flag at a rally, Pieter Groenewald, leader of the Freedom Front Plus 
leader of the DA John Steenhuisen and  ANC President Cyril Ramaphosa. 

he resigned. the question in 2021 
will be, if the Da comes in below the 
20% it currently talks about — some 
polls put the party at around 17% 
— whether party leader John steen-
huisen will also fall on his sword. Or 
perhaps even Helen Zille, who has 
chosen her moments to dip in and 
out of electioneering. these mo-
ments include television and radio 
ads invoking the eff as a threat and 
as a party that is radicalising the 
aNC.

such Da scaremongering tactics 
echo the 1999 “fight Back” cam-
paign — popularly dubbed “fight 
Black” — by then Democratic Party 
leader tony Leon. But this campaign 
took the Da from a 1.7% party after 
the 1994 elections to 9.56% in 1999. 
Da lore deems this “fight Back” cam-
paign a success.

But how fear-mongering about the 
eff in particular and the aNC in gen-
eral plays out, alongside an admoni-
tion that a vote for “smaller parties” 
would weaken the Da, remains to be 
seen.

the eff has pretty much prom-
ised everything to everyone in a 
campaign strictly focused on its 
leader, Julius Malema. But its mani-
festo, fine-tuned to provinces, shows 
grassroots work, identifying how 
this ward in that town needs a hall, 
library or decent housing. 

and the red beret campaign trail 
has been energetic, brisk and, yes, 
fun. Whether that translates into 
more votes also remains to be seen.

the profiles of independents and 
community organisations, seen from 
a national perspective, have been 
very subdued — unlike other parties 
such as the IfP, which for the first 
time fields a candidate in every ward 
in ethekwini. 

With 257 councils — eight metros, 
205 local municipalities and 44 dis-
trict councils (the third ballot every-
where except metros) — the possible 
permutations of political control at 
local government are plentiful.  DM

Photo taken on Aug. 20, 2021 shows a new container terminal at the Port of Long Beach in 
California, the United States. (Xinhua/Gao Shan)
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BUSINESS NMB Bank, Britam team up to give 
fishing industry insurance cover

DIversIty 

 By Guardian Reporter

INDIVIDUAL fish-
ermen and their 
equipment will now 
afford to buy an af-

fordable insurance cover 
thanks to a partnership 
forged between NMB Bank 
Plc and Britam Insurance.

Dubbed, ‘Jahazi Insur-
ance’ the new product 
which was launched in 
Mwanza last week will be 
offered to small and medi-
um size fishing individuals 
and their vessels plus asso-
ciated machinery.

Lutheran Hospital’s neonatal care 
spearheads medical tourism drive

 MAPUTO 

Exxon Mobil Corp remains focused 
on hydrocarbons and plans to press 
ahead with a $30 billion liquefied 
natural gas project in Mozambique, a 
top executive said on Thursday.

“We’ve been in hydrocarbons for 
over 130 years… it’s the core part of 
our business and it will be for a long 
time,” Exxon Senior Vice President 
Neil Chapman said at a conference in 
the northern Italian city of Verona. 
Chapman’s comments come after 
a report that Exxon’s board was 
questioning whether to pursue several 
major oil and gas projects as investors 
call on fossil fuel companies to be 
more cost-conscious and green-energy 
friendly.

Activist investor Engine No. 1 shocked 
the industry earlier this year when 
three of its four nominees were elected 
to the board by Exxon shareholders. 
The appointment of activist Jeff Ubben 
in March put a third of the 12-member 
board in new hands.

“Yes we’ve had changes in the 
boardroom but it’s the responsibility 
of management to lay out a clear 
strategy for stakeholders,” Chapman 
said. He said Exxon’s capabilities in oil 
and gas would support its pivot to the 
new technologies it was working on of 

carbon capture and storage, hydrogen 
and biofuels.

“It’s the pace issue we have to manage 
and that requires a flexible strategy,” he 
said. As oil and gas demand falls in the 
energy transition, Exxon believes the 
world is better served by companies 
supplying the lowest cost barrels with 
the lowest emissions, he said.

Chapman said the group had not 
changed its plans over multi-billion-
dollar gas investments in Mozambique 
and Vietnam. “We don’t know the date 
(for the Mozambique final investment 
decision) right now but there’s no 
change and what was reported in the 
U.S. media was not correct,” he added.

Exxon to go ahead with 
its US $30billion LNG 
project in Mozambique ELCT Northern Central Diocese Bishop, Dr Solomon Masangwa and Prof. Stephen Swanson of Arusha Lutheran Medical Centre in a souvenir photo with the 

hospital’s management and board members. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

 By Guardian Reporter

THE government’s plan to 
turn the country’s into a medical 
tourism destination has received 
a boost from Arusha Lutheran 
Medical Center (ALMC) whose 
quality neonatal care services are 
already attracting foreign patients.

The latest developments 
indicate that the survival rate for 
extremely premature babies and 
critically ill newborns at ALMC’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit has 
exceeded 92 percent, the highest 
ratio yet for the country.

Because of such an impressive 
record, the ALMC is now 
attracting patients from several 
African countries which also send 
their medical personnel to lean 
some best practices. “As a result, 
over 20 hospitals and clinics 
started sending us their sickest 
and smallest babies. Importantly, 
this work was being accomplished 
without the benefit of advanced 
NICU technologies - mechanical 
ventilators,” said Professor 
Stephen Swanson, the man 
behind the ALMC’s success story.

Prof Swanson told participants 
to an International Neonatology 
Conference held in Arusha 

last week that sharing the best 
practices that what they have 
realized is that equipment does 
not replace the skilled and 
motivated staff.

“Our heavy investment was 
made in equipping staff more 
than purchasing expensive tech-
nologies, as we sought to build the 
NICU and a competent team that 
can thrive in our African context,” 
he said, amidst applause from the 
floor.

Prof Swanson also admitted 
that the road to success wasn’t 
stress-free as the initial death rate 
for premature babies was so high 
– nearly 25 percent of admitted 
toddlers. “Our NICU grew out of 
duress and necessity. We made 
plenty of mistakes along the way. 
I can recall the NICU was a single 
room accommodating up to 12 ba-
bies, hot, and a sad place to be in,” 
he added.

Prof Swanson explained that 
through collective efforts, par-
ticularly by the ALMC’s nurses, 
who rose above the challenge, 
the main NICU was founded. The 
nurses learned, internalized pro-
tocols as they wrote them down.

“Our neonatal unit began to 
transform, and miracle babies 

became a regular story. We wrote 
protocols in response to the chal-
lenges we were facing, and we 
learned by doing and always 
choosing to improve ourselves,” 
he noted.

Seconding Prof Swanson’s nar-
ration, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania (ELCT)’s 
North Central Diocese Bishop, 
Dr Solomon Masangwa, said they 
have developed a five year plan to 
make the ALMC an icon in health-
care delivery to complement state 
efforts in saving lives of Tanzani-
ans.

“I, particularly feel indebted to 
Prof Swanson and his dear wife, 
Dr Jodi Swanson for their passion, 
devotion, and commitment to 
bring about the revolution in 
neonatal care service. I’m grateful 
that neonatal care has become 
among key flagship services 
we export internationally,” Dr 
Masangwa said.

Speaking at the conference, the 
ALMC CEO, Elisha Twisa said the 
hospital’s NICU team, along with 
colleagues from the USA, CCBRT 
and Muhimbili National Hospital 
have organised the conference 
to share best practices in a bid to 
ease the neonatal mortality rate.

“A child born in Sub-Saharan 
Africa is 10 times more likely 
to die in the first month of life 
than a child born in high-income 
countries,” Twisa said, adding: 
“Sub-Saharan Africa carries the 
highest neonatal mortality rate at 
27 deaths per 1000 live births.”

In Tanzania, Twisa observed, 
the neonatal mortality rate stands 
at 20.3 per 1000 live births even 
higher than the global neonatal 
mortality rate of 17 deaths per 
1000 live births. “A preterm 
birth complication is listed as 
the leading cause of this high 
mortality rate and it cuts across 
all categories of mortality rates in 
children,” he told the conference.

The ALMC CEO said about a 
third of newborn deaths could be 
prevented with simple, feasible, 
cost-effective interventions such 
as essential care during birth -- the 
golden minute and in the post-
natal period --timely assessment 
and proper interventions, 
adequate and proper feeding, and 
temperature regulation.

The three days conference 
attracted participants from Kenya, 
Uganda, Botswana, Malawi, 
Ethiopia, and 47 local hospitals 
personnel.

relIef 

Exxon senior vice president Neil Chapman. 

NMB’s Chief of Retail 
Banking, Filbert Mponzi 
said the insurance cover 
will allow fishermen, fish-
ing companies (small and 
medium) and employees 
conduct their business 
with full confidence be-
cause risks are contained.

“We are excited to see 
this product go live with 
Britam and to be part of 
their new frontier in bring-
ing all sorts of fisheries 
insurance products and 
services - for the good of 
our current and all of the 
future customers.” Mponzi 
said. It brings us one step 

closer to becoming a one 
stop shop of all financial 
needs and solutions for 
customers.”

Under the strategic 
partnership, Britam will 
offer insurance covering 
the vessel, machinery and 
fishermen against acci-
dents with compensation 
of up to 2m/- for death 
and permanent disability 
medical expenses of up to 
500,000/- and funeral ex-
pense of up to 200,000/-.

“NMB Bank is commit-
ted to providing innovative 
solutions to our customers 
and we are continually 

investing and partnering 
strategically with compa-
nies to enhance our ability 
to deliver to the market,” 
Mponzi stated. 

Speaking at the same 
ceremony, Britam Insur-
ance’s CEO, Raymond 
Komanga said through 
the partnership with NMB, 
customers can now have 
access to one of the best 
marine insurance policies 
in the market. 

“Successfully operating 
in this industry for years 
now, it was Britam’s stra-
tegic goal to add another 
important service for our 

fishermen and at the same 
time unlock yet another 
big revenue stream for the 
company,” Komanga said. 

He said with NMB, Bri-
tam has a robust and pro-
fessional partner provid-
ing the much needed wide 
network to reach one of 
the very important groups 
in the economy. “With the 
bank’s help, we shall bring 
onboard more vessel own-
ers, and employees con-
ducting fishing activities 
in the Indian Ocean and 
other water bodies in the 
country,” he added.

Kahama-based businesswoman Mamuu Makere (R) displays boxes loaded with chalk sticks she makes during last year’s 
Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair under the sponsorship of Barrick Gold Corporation’s subsidiary, Twiga Minerals 
Corporation. President Samia Suluhu Hassan (L), who was then Vice President was chief guest at the fair. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent.

 NAIROBI 
Kenyan insurers and the UK gov-

ernment-backed Financial Sector 
Deepening (FSD) are teaming up 
with UK-based energy and climate 
risk finance company Parhelion to 
cushion local investors in renew-
able energy projects from unex-
pected losses.

FSD said the parties will launch 
a first-of-its-kind underwriting fa-
cility, backed by local insurers, to 
de-risk early stage development of 
geothermal energy projects in Ken-
ya and Ethiopia with the capacity 
to significantly expand electricity 
access. The initiative is expected to 
create 2,600 jobs in renewable en-
ergy and insurance sectors while 
bringing electricity to 5.25 million 
people who currently live without 

power, said FSD.
“Kenya and Ethiopia have large 

geothermal potential; however, 
growth in the sector is held back by 
high upfront investment coupled 
with the risk of drilling wells that 
are found to be commercially unvi-
able,” said FSD.

“Parhelion will work with East 
African insurers to create an un-
derwriting facility that mitigates the 
low probability, high-cost risk of un-
viable wells. This will use insurance 
capital to de-risk the early-stage de-
velopment of geothermal projects, 
making it easier for projects to at-
tract private investment.”

Parhelion is also planning to 
launch the GeoFutures Fund, which 
would invest in nascent geothermal 
projects. High upfront costs are 

associated with infrastructure de-
velopment in greenfield projects 
hampering efforts to harness geo-
thermal energy.

A geothermal well costs about 
Sh650 million to drill, highlighting 
the capital-intensive and risky na-
ture of the investment. East Africa 
has a potential geothermal capac-
ity of 15,000 megawatts (MW), FSD 
said, with Kenya accounting for the 
bulk of installed capacity at about 
860MW, while Ethiopia has seven 
megawatts.

“With support from the pro-
gramme, Parhelion and FSD Africa 
forecast a 20 percent increase in 
geothermal output for Kenya and 
a 500 percent rise in Ethiopia, pre-
venting more than 515,000 tonnes 
of CO2 per year.”

It’s the pace issue we 
have to manage and 
that requires a flexible 
strategy,” he said. As oil 
and gas demand falls in 
the energy transition, 
Exxon believes the world 
is better served by 
companies supplying the 
lowest cost barrels with 
the lowest emissions

Green energy investors to get insurance boost
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ConfidenCe 

Mdundo registers over 16 
million users in Q3 of 2021 

Absa Group CEO commends Zambian 
appointed to head regional franchise 

 By Guardian Reporter

PAn-African music streaming 
service, Mdundo, announced 
last week that its platform has 
recorded 16.4 million users dur-
ing the third quarter of this year 
for the month ending septem-
ber 2021.

The figure represents a 10 per-
cent growth compared to the 
previous quarter, mainly driven 
by significant increase in Tan-
zania, Kenya and south Africa. 
During the period, the country 
had the platform’s biggest user 
base with over 4.1 million sub-
scribers while nigeria and Kenya 
followed closely with 3.1 and 2.6 
million respectively.

According to a statement is-
sued by the company’s in Tan-
zania, Mdundo grew by 36 per-
cent to 4.1 million users which 
contributed 24 percent of the 
platform’s total audience during 
the period. “The rapid growth 
across the region further estab-
lishes our platform as a strong 
consumer touch-point for our 
advertising clients at Mdundo 
For brands,” said Mdundo Head 
of brand and Partnership, Ra-
chel Karanu. 

Karanu said the company is 
working closely with leading 
consumer brands across Africa 
to drive consumer influence, 
and thus increasing the reach 
for the brand and its advertis-

Absa Regional Operations new group executive, Saviour Chibiya. 

Mdundo head of brand and partnership, Rachel Karanu. 

 

 CAIRO 

Kuzlo, an egyptian b2b 
marketplace that connects FMCG 
small retailers with wholesalers 
available in their area providing 
full transparency on product 
availability and prices, 
announced that it has raised an 
undisclosed amount in a pre-
seed funding round by nama 
Ventures.

FMCG market is changing due 
to the high competition from the 
mega stores and chains that are 
creating high pressure on the 
traditional supermarkets and 
groceries. Kuzlo provides FMCG 
players with a better supply 
network to ensure business 
success using technology.

Kuzlo was established in March 
2021 by 4 co-founders Ayman, 
Tarek, bassem & Gebril with 
the main focus of operations 
in Alexandria providing its 
customers with better customer 
service and gaining their trust in 
delivery times.

“Digitalization is becoming the 
main driver for transformation of 
many industrial sectors and the 
b2b marketplace in egypt has 
just started its journey towards 
a digital future. Kuzlo is helping 
small retailers shift into the new 
future challenges and support 
them to strengthen their business 
value using new digital trends 
of e-commerce and e-finance 
in the near future”. said Ayman 
elgarem , Co-founder and CeO of 
Kuzlo

“Part of our investment 
thesis at nama is to look for 
great teams that are disrupting 
traditional businesses leveraging 
technology. This had become 
most evident in the supply chain 
in the grocery space in MenA. 
Ayman, Mohammed Gebril, 
bassem, and their great advisor 
Tarek are a true example of 
a complementary team with 
deep knowledge in the industry, 
technology expertise, and 
operational excellence to take a 
shot at this space in Alexandria. 
“we have no doubt that this team 
is on to something special and we 
are honored and privileged to be 
this sole pre-seed investor and 
backer.” 

Egypt’s B2B 
marketplace 
Kuzlo closes 
a pre-seed 
funding 
round by 
Nama 
Ventures

investment 

 By Guardian Reporter

Z
AMbiAn saviour 
Chibiya who was 
named as new 
Group executive 

for Absa Regional Opera-
tions, is a highly qualified and 
experienced banker hence 
very promising to deliver on 
the job.

in a statement released on 
Friday, Absa Group’s interim 
CeO, Jason Quin said Chibiya 
is a seasoned banker with 
deep institutional knowledge 
of the group, as well exten-
sive and diversified banking 
experience, at both country 
and regional level across the 
continent.

“we are proud that this 
appointment is drawn from 
within our leadership struc-
tures. saviour’s experience 
will contribute immensely 
to the strength and diversity 
of our executive leadership 

team and we are excited 
about the perspectives that 
he will bring,” Quinn said.

Commenting on his latest 
appointment, Chibiya who is 
a fellow of Zambia institute 
of banking and Financial ser-
vices and holds an econom-
ics degree from university of 
Zambia, said, “i am excited to 
be embarking on this jour-
ney, and look forward to col-
laborating with colleagues, 
customers, regulators and 
the communities in which 
we operate to bring Africa’s 
possibilities to life.”

He said Absa Group’s 
strong franchise across 
ARO is critical to the future 
growth of the banking group. 
“in most of the countries in 
which we operate, we are 
among the top financial ser-
vices providers and we have 
strengthened this position 
through innovative product 
and service offerings cater-

ing to both our local custom-
ers and global clients,” he 
noted.

in his new capacity, Chibi-
ya will be responsible for the 
group’s ARO businesses and 
strategy, collaboration and 
relationships with its key 
stakeholders across several 
African markets. Absa oper-
ates in 14 African countries. 

The group owns majority 
stakes in banks in botswana, 
Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Mo-
zambique, seychelles, south 
Africa, Tanzania (Absa bank 
Tanzania and national bank 
of Commerce), uganda and 
Zambia and has insurance 
operations in botswana, 
Kenya, Mozambique, south 
Africa, Tanzania and Zambia. 
Absa also has representative 
offices in namibia and nige-
ria, and securities entities 
in the united Kingdom and 
united states.

Growth 

Nigeria’s currency set for biggest weekly drop in eight months
 ABUJA 

nigeria’s currency is poised for 
the biggest weekly drop in eight 
months, signalling the central 
bank’s tolerance for more flexibil-
ity in the exchange rate.

The naira traded at 418.55 to 
the greenback as of 11:48 a.m. on 
Friday in Lagos, the commercial 
hub. The official rate plunged to 
a record 420.40 naira on Tuesday 
before recovering. The measure 
has depreciated 0.8% in the past 
seven days, the most since the 
week ended February 26. The 
Central bank of nigeria closely 
manages the spot exchange rate 
of the naira keeping it within a 
desired range.

nigeria’s Vice President Yemi 

Osinbajo has called for the cur-
rency to be traded more freely, 
adding that the central bank’s 
approach favours those able to 
obtain dollars at the official rate, 
because they can then sell the for-
eign currency in the more expen-
sive parallel market where the 
greenback is freely traded around 
575 naira. There has been more 
flexibility in the spot rate since 
the vice president’s comments.

The depreciation “seems to 
reflect a Cbn bias for relatively 
more foreign exchange flexibil-
ity,” said samir Gadio, London-
based head of Africa strategy at 
standard Chartered bank. “The 
market is still trying to ascertain 
the scope and end-goal of this FX 
adjustment.”

A more market responsive 
exchange rates would ease the 
pressure on the naira, shubham 
Chaudhuri, the world bank’s 
country director for nigeria, said 
this week. “This will reduce the 
effective exchange rates that most 
nigerians deal with,” he said.

Africa largest economy hopes 
that the completion of a 650 
000-barrel a day refinery by 
Aliko Dangote would save 30% of 
the foreign exchange currently 
used to import refined petroleum 
products and ease the pressure 
on the naira, Minister of Finance 
Zainab Ahmed said on Tuesday. 
“The export of refined products 
will also earn the country foreign 
exchange,” Ahmed said.

Nigeria’s Finance minister,  Zainab Ahmed.

 

NAIROBI 

Kenya Airways and its partners 
have been accused of commer-
cial collaborations that amount 
to monopolistic practices on the 
routes they control, according 
to a report by Africa’s regulatory 
agencies. KQ, as the national car-
rier is known by its international 
code, has commercial agree-
ments and joint ventures with 
Tanzania’s Precision Air and eu-
rope’s Air France and KLM.

“The joint venture that Kenya 
Airways has with Precision Air, 
KLM and Air France have facili-
tated their market share growth 
in the respective regional and 
international markets,” says a 
report by African Competition 
Forum (ACF). “There is little to 
no price competition among 
members of these joint ventures. 
Therefore, these routes are mo-
nopolistic in nature.”

The cross-country airlines 
study was commissioned to un-
derstand the continent’s aviation 
market and address competition 
concerns, with regulators repre-
senting a total of 24 African coun-
tries including Kenya participat-
ing in the initiative. The report 
says that airline alliances may 
help to facilitate cartel behaviour 
among airlines to the detriment 
of consumers.

it could create disadvantages 
for travellers, such as higher 
prices and poor quality of ser-
vices due to limited competition 
on certain routes or less frequent 
flights. The commercial agree-
ments have helped KQ and its 
partners expand their reach 
including through code share 
deals.

A code share flight is a flight 
that is marketed by one carrier 
and operated by another. Code 
share flights come about as a re-
sult of agreements between air-
lines to sell seats on each other’s 
flights in order to provide pas-
sengers with a wider choice of 
destinations. The ticket would be 
booked on the flight number of 
the airline that you have booked 
your travel, however it may be 
operated by another carrier.

KQ, partners 
now accused 
of operations 
amounting to  
monopolism

Greed 

ing partners. “we are looking 
forward to the last quarter of the 
year where we expect to further 
grow our platform reach as well 
as drive value for our brand part-
ners,” she added.

The company furthermore an-
nounced that it has been work-
ing with some of top brands 
across Kenya, nigeria and Tan-
zania within the quarter by of-
fering brand solutions for sport-
pesa, safaricom, Chrome Gin, 
standard Chartered bank, Cap-
tain Morgan, Coca Cola, betKing 
and Guinness smooth, among 
others. 

The brand projects are cen-
tred around the newly launched 
Mdundo brand Lift Tool, avail-
able for free on mdundofor-
brands.com, providing key cus-
tomer and brand performance 
insights. Through the brand lift 
tool, Mdundo is able to measure 
campaign performance in real 
time, giving valuable insights to 
marketers on the impact their 
campaigns have on brand aware-
ness, consideration, favourabili-
ty and purchase intent, the state-
ment added.

“This also means that Mdundo 
offers advertisers a data driven 
solution to growing their brands 
among the platform’s users,” the 
statement explained noting that 
Vodacom grew its purchase in-
tent by 76 percent after advertis-
ing with Mdundo.



 ROME 

L
eaders of the world’s biggest 
economies have endorsed 
a global minimum tax on 
corporations, which will 

be the linchpin of new international 
tax rules. They are aimed at blunting 
the fiscal advantages that some 
multinational giants enjoy with 
strategic regional headquarters in 
low-tax countries.

The deal did fall short of US 
President Joe Biden’s original call for 
a 21 per cent minimum tax but he was 
still pleased with the result. “Here at 
the G20, leaders representing 80 per 
cent of the world’s GDP – allies and 
competitors alike – made clear their 
support for a strong global minimum 
tax,” the president said on Twitter.

“This is more than just a tax deal – 
it’s diplomacy reshaping our global 
economy and delivering for our 
people.” G20 finance ministers in 
July had already agreed on the 15 per 
cent minimum tax but it still needed 
formal endorsement at the summit on 

Saturday in Rome.
“There are good things to report 

here. The world community has 
agreed on a minimum taxation of 
companies. That is a clear signal of 
justice in times of digitalisation,” 
departing German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said.

“From the pandemic, to climate 
change, to fair and equitable taxation, 
going it alone is simply not an option,” 
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
said. Summit’s host Italy had put 
health and the economy top of the 
agenda for Saturday, setting aside 
Sunday for climate change.

The corporate tax deal was hailed as 
evidence of renewed multilateral co-
ordination. Major corporations face 
a minimum 15 per cent tax wherever 
they operate from 2023 to prevent 
them from shielding their profits in 
offshore entities.

G20 leaders also broadly backed 
calls to extend debt relief for 
impoverished countries and pledged 
to vaccinate 70 per cent of the world’s 
population against Covid-19 by mid-

Angel

 NEW YORK 

It was celebratory atmosphere 
at Spanx when CEO and founder 
Sara Blakely surprised all the 
employees with two first class 
plane tickets for each employee 
and $10,000 to spend. 

Blakely did this to celebrate the 
sale of majority stake in Spanx 
to Blackstone, a leading global 
investment firm. Blackstone 
agreed to buy an undisclosed 
majority stake in the company at 
a valuation of $1.2 billion – with 
Blakely maintaining a significant 
equity stake in the business.

Sara Blakely started Spanx 
21 years with $5,000. In a story 
that’s now been told and retold, 
Spanx came to life as a way for 
Blakely to deal with an irritating 
problem. Unable to find suitable 
undergarments to wear under 
cream-colored pants for a party, 
Blakely cut the feet off her control 
top pantyhouse and wore them 
underneath…but they rolled up 
on her all night long. “I remember 
thinking, ‘I’ve got to figure out how 
to make this.’ I’d never worked in 

fashion or retail. I just needed an 
undergarment that didn’t exist,” 
Blakely once told Forbes.

Twelve years later, her hosiery 
company was netting 20% profit 
margins on nearly $250 million 
in annual sales, and Wall Street 
analysts valued Spanx at $1 billion. 
At age 41, Blakely became the 
youngest self-made woman to 
join Forbes’ World’s Billionaires 
list in 2012, earning her a spot on 
the cover. “Why am I spinning a 
globe?” she asked her assembled 
employees in the middle of her 
speech. 

Then, to roomful of stunned 
employees, she announced: 
“I’m spinning a globe because 
to celebrate this moment, I have 
bought each one of your two first-
class tickets to anywhere in the 
world.” And that wasn’t all. 

“You know, if you have a trip, 
you might want to go out to a 
really nice dinner, you might want 
to go out to a really nice hotel,” 
Ms Blakely continued. “So with 
everybody’s two first-class tickets 
to anywhere in the world, you are 
each getting $10,000.”
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  ITV 
MONDAY 1 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Huru Talk Show 
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30    DWTV: Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Kipindi Maalum: Bundesliga na DW
22:15      Soap: Love to Death
23:00      Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 2 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:25  Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 Ripoti Maalum rpt: 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Bundesliga na DW
18:30      Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00     Kipindi Maalum: NSSF

21:15 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:45     Chetu ni chetu
22:20 Soap: Love to Death
23:00 Habari 
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 3 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru rpt
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Chetu ni Chetu
19:00      Ijue Sheria 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00       Aibu Yako
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10  Soap: Love to Death
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 4 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30      Shamba lulu rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera 
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00    Shamsham za Pwani rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00      Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri	wako
19:30 Soap: Uzalo

20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 5 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30						Usafiri	wako	rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Kipindi Maalum: NSSF rpt
13:20     Jagina rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15      Korean: Jumong
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 6 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50      Korean: Jumong
13:30     Soap: Love to Death rpt
15:45      Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15       Igizo: Rebeca
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00      Igizo: Rebeca
21:30 Art and lifestyle 
22:00 ITV TOP 10
22:45      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
01:15     DWTV 

SUNDAY 7 Nov
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  

8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05 Al jazeera

CAPITAL 
Mon 01 Nov
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  02 Nov
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 03 Nov 
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  04 Nov
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00  Our Earth rpt
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 05 Nov
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 06 Nov
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt  Emperor of the Sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15 

Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Delirious ( tape no:5571)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  07 Nov
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of the Sea
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Competitiveness 

Spanx CEO extends to each 
employee $10k, first class air 
tickets after Blackstone deal

Spanx CEO and Founder, Sara Blakely. 

Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi welcomes outgoing German chancellor Angela Merkel.

2022. Many of the other G20 leaders will 
fly from Rome to Glasgow for the Cop26 
climate summit. Others, including the 
leaders of Russia, China and Brazil will not 
attend the Scottish summit in person.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
acknowledged the G20 and Cop26 talks 
would be difficult, but warned that without 

courageous action, world civilisation 
could collapse as swiftly as the ancient 
Roman empire, ushering in a new Dark 
Age. “It’s going to be very, very tough to 
get the agreement we need,” he said as he 
stood next to the ruins of the Colosseum 
amphitheatre – a symbol of once mighty 
Rome.

Microsoft becomes 
world’s most valuable 
stock as Apple drops

NEW YORK 

The slump in Apple’s 
shares on Friday pro-
pelled Microsoft Corp to 
the position of the world’s 
largest listed company by 
market capitalisation.

Apple fell 1.8% after re-
porting fourth-quarter 
revenue that came in be-
low the average analyst 
estimate, which gave the 
iPhone maker a market 
value of $2.46 trillion. Mi-
crosoft rose 2.2% to hit a 
market value of $2.49 tril-
lion, blowing past Apple 
after reporting estimate-
topping results for an 11th 
straight quarter earlier 
this week.

“If you’re looking for 
safety in tech, Microsoft 
probably seems like a 
safer bet to me than Ap-
ple,” Michael Matousek, 
head trader at US Global 
Investors, said in a phone 
interview. “If there was 
a downturn in the econ-
omy, I would expect Mi-
crosoft to stand up better, 
because its products are 
diversified across more 
businesses.” The last time 
Microsoft dethroned Ap-
ple was in the first half of 
2020 as investors flocked 
into growth stocks amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Microsoft notched its best 
weekly gain since novem-
ber.
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WORLD
GENEVA

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who 
has steered the global response to the 
CoVId-19 pandemic, is on course to serve a 
second five-year term as head of the World 
Health organization after being the only 
candidate nominated by 28 countries.

Tedros, a former health and foreign 
minister of ethiopia, was the first African 
elected WHo director-general in May 2017.

The clean slate for the May election 
comes even as the european Commission 
suspending funding to WHo programs in 
the democratic republic of Congo over a 
major sexual abuse scandal, as reported 
exclusively by reuters on Thursday. 

some 83 aid workers, a quarter of them 
employed by the WHo, were involved 
in sexual exploitation and abuse during 
Congo’s 2018-2020 ebola epidemic, an in-
dependent probe said last month.

Health ministers from the WHo’s 194 
member states are also due to hold an 
exceptional assembly in November amid 
mounting pressure for reform pursuant 
to the organization’s handling of the pan-
demic.

Tedros drew support from France and 
Germany, among other european Union 
members, and three African countries - 
Botswana, Kenya and rwanda - the official 
nomination list showed. 

“WHo can announce that a single can-
didate was proposed by member states by 
the 23 september 2021 deadline: dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who is the incum-
bent director-general,” the agency said in 
a statement. The nominations were kept 
secret to limit lengthy campaigning.

    I wish you all luck in your endeavor 
and I salute your staying power and your 
ability to keep focus on this agenda, ser-
vicing your broad membership and the 

whole world.

    Jonas Gahr Stoere, Norwegian 
Prime Minister 

earlier, the agency sent a letter to mem-
ber states informing them of the confiden-
tial nominations contained in the sealed 
envelopes submitted by the deadline.

‘Staying power’
The United states and Germany have led 

major donors in demanding fundamental 
reforms to the WHo’s structure, financing 
and capacity to deal with outbreaks.

The european Commission informed 
the WHo on oct 7 that it was immediately 
suspending funding to its Congo programs 
due to concerns over its handling of the 
sexual abuse scandal. Tedros went to Con-
go 14 times during the epidemic but says 
that he was unaware of the allegations. 

“We have received the (eU) letter and 
we are now considering a response,” WHo 
spokesperson Margaret Harris told a brief-
ing on Friday.

A european source, asked whether the 
Congo scandal could have an impact on 
Tedros’ re-election, said: “Nope. He person-
ally is taking the right steps and measures. 
As long as there is not a direct link to him. 
Which I don’t see.”

An African ambassador in Geneva, de-
clining to be identified, said: “dr. Tedros 
has done a very good job dealing with a 
severe pandemic with severe repercus-
sions. He has tried to contribute within the 
capacity and the resources of WHo and 
to realize a more equitable distribution of 
vaccines at the global level.”

“He is a friend of Africa, he has done a lot 
of work and deserves a lot of support,” the 
ambassador said.

Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr 
stoere, speaking at a news briefing with 

Tedros sole nominee 
as WHO chief - UN

ROME

CHINese state Councilor 
and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said here on saturday that 
an objective, scientific, and 
responsible attitude should 
be adopted for tracing the ori-
gins of CoVId-19.

during his meeting with 
director-General of the World 
Health organization Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Wang 
said vigilance against all kinds 
of political hype is needed 
while tracing the origins 
of CoVId-19, and all mem-
ber states should be treated 
equally and the sovereignty 
of each country earnestly re-
spected. 

China is willing to discuss 
future cooperation with the 
WHo on this basis, he added.

For more than a year, Wang 
said, under the leadership of 
President Xi Jinping, the Chi-
nese people have fought a 
people’s war against the pan-
demic and made major strate-
gic achievements.

He said that while handling 
its own affairs well, China has 
always upheld the concept 

of a community of common 
health for mankind and at 
a time when the world was 
in dire need of help, China 
overcame its own difficulties 
and carried out the largest 
emergency humanitarian op-
eration since the founding of 
the People’s republic of China 
to help countries meet their 
pressing needs.

China has given full play 
to its advantages, demon-
strated its responsibility, and 
made due contribution dur-
ing the global fight against 
the pandemic, he added.

Wang said that China at-
taches great importance to 
the role of the WHo, which is 
the key agency for the global 
fight against the pandemic, 
stands ready to strengthen 
cooperation with the organi-
zation in promoting the fair 
distribution of vaccines, the 
research and development 
of new anti-virus drugs, and 
supporting African coun-
tries in their anti-pandemic 
fight, and has contributed 
positive energy to the global 
anti-pandemic cooperation.

Wang said that solidarity is 

the most powerful weapon 
in the fight against the pan-
demic, which is a major test 
for multilateralism.

He expressed the hope 
that the WHo will adhere 
to a scientific attitude and 
put people’s lives and health 
first, maintain solidarity and 
cooperation, as well as op-
pose moves of politicization, 
labelling and stigmatization 
under the pretext of anti-
pandemic fight.

describing CoVId-19 as a 
common enemy facing the 
world, Tedros said that the 
WHo appreciates China’s ad-
herence to the spirit of soli-
darity and its offer of help 
and support to countries 
during the anti-pandemic 
fight.

He added that the WHo 
also appreciates China’s sup-
port for and participation in 
CoVAX, as well as its active 
contribution to the equitable 

distribution of vaccines.
Tedros noted that the 

WHo has always adhered to 
principles, refused to suc-
cumb to external political 
pressure, unswervingly op-
posed scapegoating others 
and shirking responsibility, 
firmly resisted politicization 
of anti-pandemic efforts, 
and continues to carry out re-
search on the origins of CoV-
Id-19 with a scientific attitude. 

  Xinhua

Wang calls for objective, scientific attitude in origins tracing

LHAsA-NYINGCHI railway, the 
first electrified railway in southwest 
China’s Tibet autonomous region, has 
brought significant changes and ben-
efits to people living along the railway 
route since it opened to traffic on June 
25.

According to railway authorities, 
the railway linking Tibet’s Lhasa and 
Nyingchi cities had handled more 
than 400,000 passenger trips from 
the beginning of its operation to early 
october.

The Fuxing high-speed trains that 
operate on the railway line have been 
specially adapted for complex plateau 
conditions, though their interior looks 
just the same as regular Fuxing bullet 
trains, said an attendant on a Fuxing 
bullet train running from Nyingchi to 

Lhasa.
The carriages are equipped with 

diffuse-type and distributed-type du-
al-mode oxygen supply, and the trains 
can switch between internal combus-
tion and electric engines as needed, 
the attendant said as train No. 8982 
left the Nyingchi railway station for 
Lhasa. 

surrounded by mountains, the red 
and white main building of the Nying-
chi railway station was particularly 
eye-catching because of its ingenious 
design that integrates the traditional 
Tibetan style and modern architec-
ture.

“Little Jampa, don’t you move about. 
Just stay in your seat quietly,” a female 

passenger named Luo Xiaofang said 
to her 6-year-old nephew Jampa Tashi 
on the train.

As the transport conditions are get-
ting better and more means of trans-
portation are available in Tibet, resi-
dents in the region have found it more 
convenient to travel. Luo, a resident in 
Zayu county of Nyingchi city also a stu-
dent in shanghai Normal University, 
told People’s daily.

As Luo talked with People’s daily 
reporter, sonam Lhamo, Luo’s mother 
leaned back comfortably in her train 
seat designed according to ergonomic 
principles and looked at the changing 
landscapes outside the train. While 
enjoying the views of mountains, high-

land barley fields, and rivers through 
the window, she took pictures of the 
beautiful scenery outside the train 
with her mobile phone, just as many 
other passengers did.

The Lhasa-Nyingchi railway, which 
has become a beautiful scenic route, 
results from the painstaking efforts of 
numerous railway designers and con-
struction personnel.

With a total length of 435.48 kilome-
ters and a designed speed of 160 kilo-
meters per hour, the railway passes 
through 47 tunnels and 121 bridges 
and crosses the Yarlung Zangbo river, 
China’s longest plateau river, 16 times. 
More than 90 percent of the sections 
of the railway are located at an eleva-

tion of over 3,000 meters.
“We used to go to Lhasa by coach. 

even though road condition is much 
better now, it takes nearly six hours 
to go to Lhasa from Nang county by 
coach on a good day and much longer 
on rainy and snowy days,” said Lha-
sang dondrup, a passenger who got 
on the train No. 8982 from Nyingchi 
to Lhasa at the railway station of Nang 
county, Nyingchi, with his wife and 
daughter. It was the first time the fam-
ily had taken a train trip.

sonam Lhamo, the daughter, was 
admitted to Tibet University in Lhasa 
this year. The couple took the train to 
accompany their daughter on her trip 
to her new school.

“Now, it only takes us about two 
hours to go to Lhasa by the high-speed 

train, no matter it blows or rains. The 
railway is so convenient, and it enables 
us to go to Lhasa or Nyingchi anytime 
we want,” Lhasang dondrup said.

Besides residents, people who often 
take business trips to Tibet have also 
benefitted from the railway.

“My company conducts business 
both in Nyingchi and Lhasa. The 
launch of the high-speed train is such 
great news for us. In the past, I often 
suffered severe altitude sickness when 
I flew directly from Chengdu, located 
at an altitude of 500 meters, to Lhasa 
at an elevation of more than 3,600 
meters,” said a male passenger on the 
train. The man surnamed Liu lives in 
Chengdu, the capital of southwest Chi-
na’s sichuan province, and often takes 
business trips to Tibet. People’s Daily

WASHINGTON

MosCoW, october 30. 
/TAss/. A rise in budget 
deficits in countries 
across the world carries 
the risk of high global 
inflation, russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said 
in a video conference address to a G20 summit on 
saturday.

“excessive stimulus programs have led to overall 
instability and an increase in the prices of financial 
assets and goods on certain markets, including the 
energy and food markets. 

A serious budget deficit facing developed econo-
mies is the basic cause of these processes,” Putin 
pointed out, adding that it “creates the risk of high 
global inflation in the medium term.”

He noted that the russian government had been 
able to ensure a budget surplus in 2021 and tighten 
monetary policy. 

“As for the G20 nations in general, the situation is 
slightly different. In 2017-2019, the average budget 
deficit stood at 3.8% of the GdP but it rose to 11.2% in 
2020 amid the coronavirus pandemic, and this year, 
though the rate has dropped, it still remains rather 
high at 8.7%. 

I would like to point out that it is the United states 
that accounted for 40% of the G20’s overall budget 
deficit in 2020-2021,” the russian leader stressed, 
adding that the entire global economy depended on 
the United states’ economic situation.

According to Putin, it is important to take steps to 
normalize budget and monetary policies, improve 
ways to manage the economy’s demand patterns and 
set economic priorities to resolve inequality issues 
and raise living standards.

Rise in budget deficits worldwide carries 

risk of high global inflation, Putin says 

Lhasa-Nyingchi Railway leads residents in Tibet to happy life

Tedros on Thursday, where the WHo 
launched a $23.4 billion plan to bring 
CoVId-19 vaccines and drugs to poorer 
countries, told him:

“I wish you all luck in your endeavor 
and I salute your staying power and 
your ability to keep focus on this agen-
da, servicing your broad membership 
and the whole world.”

earlier, the agency sent a letter to 
member states informing them of the 
confidential nominations contained in 
the sealed envelopes submitted by the 
deadline.

‘Staying power’
The United states and Germany have 

led major donors in demanding funda-
mental reforms to the WHo’s structure, 
financing and capacity to deal with out-
breaks.

The european Commission informed 
the WHo on oct 7 that it was immedi-
ately suspending funding to its Congo 
programs due to concerns over its 
handling of the sexual abuse scandal. 
Tedros went to Congo 14 times during 
the epidemic but says that he was una-
ware of the allegations. 

“We have received the (eU) letter and 
we are now considering a response,” 

WHo spokesperson Margaret Harris 
told a briefing on Friday.

A european source, asked whether 
the Congo scandal could have an impact 
on Tedros’ re-election, said: “Nope. He 
personally is taking the right steps and 
measures. As long as there is not a direct 
link to him. Which I don’t see.”

An African ambassador in Geneva, de-
clining to be identified, said: “dr. Tedros 
has done a very good job dealing with a 
severe pandemic with severe repercus-
sions. He has tried to contribute within 
the capacity and the resources of WHo 
and to realize a more equitable distribu-
tion of vaccines at the global level.”

“He is a friend of Africa, he has done 
a lot of work and deserves a lot of sup-
port,” the ambassador said.

Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr 
stoere, speaking at a news briefing with 
Tedros on Thursday, where the WHo 
launched a $23.4 billion plan to bring 
CoVId-19 vaccines and drugs to poorer 
countries, told him:

“I wish you all luck in your endeavor 
and I salute your staying power and 
your ability to keep focus on this agen-
da, servicing your broad membership 
and the whole world.”

   Agencies

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

UN Security Council adopts 
resolution on protection of 
education in armed conflict

UNITED NATIONS
 The UN security Council on Friday adopted a resolu-

tion on the protection of education in armed conflict.
resolution 2601, which won the unanimous support of 

the 15-member council, strongly condemns all violations 
of applicable international law involving the recruitment 
and use of children by parties to armed conflict as well as 
their re-recruitment, killing and maiming, rape and other 
forms of sexual violence, and abductions.

 It also condemns attacks against schools and hospi-
tals as well as denial of humanitarian access by parties 
to armed conflict and all other violations of international 
law. 

The resolution urges UN member states to develop 
effective measures to prevent and address attacks and 
threats of attacks against schools and education facilities, 
and, as appropriate, develop domestic legal frameworks 
to ensure respect for their relevant international legal ob-
ligations.

It condemns the military use of schools in contraven-
tion of international law, and recognizes that use by 
armed forces and armed groups may render schools le-
gitimate targets of attack, thus endangering children’s and 
teachers’ safety as well as their education. 

It calls on member states to protect schools as spaces 
free from all forms of violence, noting that girls may be 
the intended victims of attack on their education, which 
can lead to serious violations such as abduction and rape 
and other forms of sexual violence, and urges member 
states to take steps to address girls’ equal enjoyment of 
their right to education. 

The resolution calls on member states to halt and pre-
vent recruitment and re-recruitment of children by par-
ties to conflict, through, inter alia, quality education pro-
vided in a safe environment in conflict areas. 

It underlines the importance of providing assistance to 
children with disabilities who are affected by armed con-
flict, and encourages member states to take appropriate 
measures to ensure access to education on an equal basis 
provided in the context of armed conflict.

It calls on member states to take necessary steps, within 
their national jurisdictions, to provide assistance for the 
continuation of education for refugee and displaced chil-
dren, and calls on national, regional, and international 
partners to support efforts for including refugees into 
schools with adequate financing and specialized support. 

It emphasizes the need for member states to facilitate 
the continuation of education during armed conflict, in-
cluding, when feasible, through distance learning and 
digital technology. 

     Xinhua

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi
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WORLD NEWS

MOSCOW

ThE conflict in southeastern 
Ukraine cannot be settled by mili-
tary means and the attempts to solve 
this problem with the use of force 
will have most deplorable and incal-
culable consequences, Russian For-
eign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova told a briefing on Thurs-
day.

“I would like to mention once 
again that the conflict in southeast-
ern Ukraine has no military solution, 
as was acknowledged by all those 
countries that so much fret over ci-
vilians and, generally, the situation 
in Ukraine. The attempts to settle it 
by force will have very deplorable 
and somewhat incalculable but gen-
erally tragic consequences,” the Rus-
sian diplomat stressed.

Western countries’ incessant de-
liveries of armaments and ammuni-
tion to Ukraine bolster Kiev’s confi-
dence that the conflict in Donbass 
can be resolved with military means, 
the Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-

woman pointed out.
This is also facilitated by the deploy-

ment of military training missions by 
NATO member states on Ukrainian ter-
ritory and numerous military drills, she 
added.

“We call on Western countries that 
are beefing Ukraine up with weapons, 
and this primarily relates to Washing-
ton and also to Berlin and Paris as the 
Normandy format participants, to stop 
encouraging the country’s militariza-
tion and use their influence to put Kiev 
back on the track of achieving a durable 
peace in Donbass by political and diplo-
matic means,” Zakharova said.

THE HAGUE

WITh the world already lagging be-
hind in curbing global warming, the 
international community should use 
the Glasgow climate conference as 
an opportunity to make new commit-
ments and take ensuing concrete ac-
tions, experts say.

The 26th United Nations Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) is set to open on Sunday in 
Glasgow, Scotland, where countries 
are expected to reach new consensus 
on further curbing carbon emissions.”

My expectations are not very high,” 
Leo Meyer, a former project leader at 
the UN Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and current director 
of the Netherlands-based ClimateCon-
tact Consultancy, told Xinhua in an 
interview.  

“At the moment we are more on 
the way to 3 degrees (Celsius) global 
warning instead of 1.5 degrees. hope-
fully that will improve when a number 
of countries on the spot in Glasgow 
come with improved national contri-
butions.”

During the 2015 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP21) 
in Paris, countries agreed to work to-
gether to limit global warming to well 
below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels and aim to limit the 
temperature increase to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

Moreover, countries were commit-
ted to bringing forward national plans 
setting out how much they would re-
duce their emissions, called Nation-
ally Determined Contributions. 

“So far it doesn’t look good,” Meyer 
said. “In addition to the degrees Cel-
sius, we need better agreements about 
money. That is a stumbling block to 
get parties involved. The pressure is 
very high, higher than ever.”

Sible Schone, advisor of climate bu-

Concrete actions urged to tackle climate change in GlasgowAttempts to settle Donbass conflict by force 
to result in incalculable tragedy — diplomat 

By Bloomberg

US President Joe Biden said that his 
administration had been “clumsy” in 
handling a new defense pact with Aus-
tralia while meeting with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron on Friday, as 
the US continues to work to repair a 
key alliance.

“What we did was clumsy, it was not 
done with a lot of grace,” he said, sitting 
next to Macron in Rome as they talked 
ahead of the Group of 20 leaders sum-
mit. “I had been under the impression 
long before that France had been in-
formed” of the deal. 

“There’s too much we have done to-
gether, suffered together, celebrated to-
gether,” he said. “France is an extreme-
ly, extremely valuable partner.” 

Macron, who greeted Biden with 
a friendly pat on the shoulder, said 
that Paris and Washington have been 
working on stronger coordination and 
on strengthening the partnership be-
tween the European Union and NATO.

“What really matters now is what we 
will do together in the coming weeks, 
coming months, coming years,” he said

The French president signaled that 
the dust-up may be settled, but it’s im-
portant to prevent a similar flap in the 
future. 

Macron suggested that the bilateral 
exchange could dissipate fear from 
some EU partners that his push for Eu-
ropean sovereignty in defense might 
alienate the transatlantic relationship, 
telling reporters later, “There was a ten-
sion, a misunderstanding that some-
times creates tensions between Euro-
peans on the compatibility of EU and 
NATO.”

Asked if the crisis is over, he said, 
“Trust is like love, declarations are 
good. Proof is better.” 

The in-person session was the culmi-
nation of six weeks of diplomacy aimed 
at getting the oldest US alliance back on 
track after Australia’s decision to cancel 
a $66 billion submarine contract with 
France in favor of a new security pact 
and nuclear-powered submarine deal 
with the US and UK.

The French have said they were not 
notified about the submarine deal 
ahead of time, in a slight that amounted 
to “a stab in the back,” French Foreign 
Affairs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said 
on Sept 16, the day after the agreement 
was announced. The Biden adminis-
tration had anticipated some backlash 

from France but was surprised by just 
how forceful it was.

‘Brutal, unilateral’
Some anger was directed at Australia 

and the UK, but Macron’s team focused 
on the US and began likening Biden to 
Trump. “What concerns me as well is 
the American behavior,” Le Drian said. 
“This brutal, unilateral, unpredictable 
decision looks very much like what Mr 
Trump used to do.” Other French offi-
cials and commentators have offered 
the same comparison.

While the spat was prompted by dip-
lomatic missteps, Macron has sought to 
use it to his domestic political advan-
tage ahead of his next election in 2022, 
in which multiple far-right candidates 
are running to unseat him. Marine Le 
Pen, one of his rivals, has called the in-
cident a “humiliation” for France. 

Macron took the unusual step of re-
calling his US and Australian ambassa-
dors on Sept.17. The Biden administra-
tion, meanwhile, was conciliatory in its 
diplomatic outreach, asking French of-
ficials what they needed and conceding 
that it had let down a key ally. 

When Biden and Macron spoke sev-
eral days later, they “agreed that the 
situation would have benefited from 
open consultations among allies on 
matters of strategic interest to France 
and our European partners,” the two 
countries said in a joint readout. “Presi-
dent Biden conveyed his ongoing com-
mitment in that regard.”

When French Ambassador to the US 
Philippe Etienne returned to Washing-
ton after two weeks away, top Biden of-
ficials made sure to welcome him back, 
with National Security Adviser Jake Sul-
livan hosting him at the White house 
and Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
also meeting with him. Blinken and 
Sullivan have also held high-level meet-
ings in France.

Even so, nearly two weeks after re-
turning to the US, Etienne told Bloom-
berg Television that there’s “still a lot of 
work to do” to mend the relationship. 
The two countries have identified Eu-
ropean security, the Indo-Pacific re-
gion and counterterrorism in the Sahel 
region of Africa as key areas for future 
cooperation.

Vice-President Kamala harris plans 
to Paris in November for a pair of con-
ferences and to meet with Macron. The 
Elysee said the French president was 
“pleased” to be able to host her.

Biden admits to Macron that 
sub deal handling was ‘clumsy’

rich and developed countries 
to set an example by translat-
ing targets into fast action. “The 
Netherlands and the European 
Union have made a significant 
commitment to a 55 percent CO2 
reduction by 2030,” Schone said. 
“That is a commitment and the 
European Commission has also 
made clear proposals to reach 
that in terms of measures.”   “But 
talks have yet to start about that. 
Europe must also take an extra 
step for acceleration. In addition, 
if the United States fails to make 
a hard commitment, the summit 
has a problem. I am not very op-
timistic,” Schone said.

“China is in a fantastic position 
to win the race to the top of the 
world in terms of sustainability,” 
said Meyer. “They have excellent 
scientists, universities, good proj-
ects, all knowledge and possibili-

PREPARATIONS for the 
Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter 
Games, which are scheduled 
to arrive in less than 100 
days, have entered a critical 
stage characterized by high 
gear, general readiness and 
decisive homestretch.

Venues and facilities for 
the event have not only been 
constructed, but will be opti-
mized for better services; the 
coordinated development 
of Beijing-Tianjin-hebei re-
gion and industry upgrading 
have witnessed new drivers 
and marched onto a fast lane 
because of the Winter Olym-

pics; and people look for-
ward to and are more than 
willing to be a part of the 
sports event—all indicating 
that China’s dream of host-
ing a fantastic, extraordinary 
and excellent Winter Olym-
pics is gradually turning into 
a reality.

All 12 competition venues 
for the Beijing 2022 Olym-
pic and Paralympic Winter 
Games full of technological 
innovations are basically pre-
pared, and operation teams 
of the venues have already 
switched to a work mode for 
the grand sports event.

The construction and im-
provement of non-compe-
tition venues is gathering 
pace, with the three Olympic 
Villages neatly designed. Be-
sides, the renovation of ven-
ues for the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies of the Beijing 
2022 will soon be completed.

The Beijing, Yanqing, and 
Zhangjiakou competition 
zones of the Beijing 2022 are 
all ready to welcome athletes 
from across the world with 
open arms.

One of the highlights of the 
venues for the 2022 Olym-
pic and Paralympic Winter 

Games is their pursuit of 
green and sustainable devel-
opment.

All venues will be pow-
ered by green electricity, and 
ice-making technology with 
nearly zero carbon emissions 
has been adopted. Mean-
while, Beijing has done its 
utmost to reuse the venues 
and facilities for the 2008 
Summer Olympics, includ-
ing innovatively changing 
the former Water Cube, an 
aquatics competition venue 
in 2008, into a winter sports 
venue now known as the Ice 
Cube.

The Beijing-Zhangjiakou 
high-speed railway, with a 
top speed of 350 kph, has 
made it possible to travel 
from Beijing to Zhangjiakou 
within one hour; and the 
Yanqing-Chongli expressway 
that stretches among green 
mountains and lucid waters 
has connected the Yanqing 
and Zhangjiakou competi-
tion zones.

An improving inter-city 
transportation network and 
joint prevention and gover-
nance of the ecological en-
vironment of Beijing, Tian-
jin and hebei will not only 

improve the quality of the 
Winter Olympics, but will 
fuel the coordinated devel-
opment of the three regions.

Thomas Bach, President 
of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), believed 
that the 2022 Olympic Win-
ter Games was “placed in 
safe hands” when Beijing 
won the bid in 2015.

With strong determina-
tion and confidence, China 
intends to show the world 
that it is a country true to 
its words. “We are confident 
in the success of the Beijing 
Winter Olympics,” Bach said 

recently ahead of the 100-
day countdown for the open-
ing of the event.

From Oct. 5 to the end of 
December, a series of test 
events, including 10 interna-
tional competitions, three 
international training weeks, 
and two domestic testing 
activities, have been held or 
will be held at eight compe-
tition venues at the Beijing, 
Yanqing, and Zhangjiakou 
competition zones, which 
involve over 2,000 overseas 
athletes, team officials and 
other personnel.

                     People’s Daily

China moves into high gear in preparing for 2022 Olympic 

reau hIER, a Dutch foundation focus-
ing entirely on climate change, told 
Xinhua that negotiations at the up-
coming Glasgow conference will not 
be easy, but the implementation of 
commitments will be key. 

“Besides the commitments that will 
surely come, we also need the practi-
cal implementation,” Schone added. 
“This summit is about objectives, but 
implementation is much more compli-
cated.” 

he noted that it is not impossible 
to replace coal-fired power stations 
with gas, but really major changes like 
speeding up the switch to electric ve-
hicles, changes in air travel, etc. are 
much more difficult to achieve. “

At this summit I do foresee com-
mitments approaching 2 degrees, but 
the real problem is whether these 
commitments will become practice,” 
Schone said.

At present, more is expected from 

WASHINGTON/ROME

ThE United States and Euro-
pean Union have agreed to end 
a festering dispute over US steel 
and aluminum tariffs imposed by 
former president Donald Trump 
in 2018, removing an irritant in 
transatlantic relations and avert-
ing a spike in EU retaliatory tar-
iffs, US officials said on Saturday.

Commerce Secretary Gina Rai-
mondo told reporters that the 
deal will maintain US “Section 
232” tariffs of 25 percent on steel 
and 10 percent aluminum, while 
allowing “limited volumes” of EU-
produced metals into the United 
States duty free. 

It eliminates a source of fric-
tion between the allies and lets 
them focus on negotiating a new 
global trade agreement to ad-
dress worldwide excess steel and 
aluminum capacity and reduce 
carbon emissions from the in-
dustries.

EU trade chief Valdis Dom-
brovskis confirmed the deal, 
writing on Twitter that “we have 
agreed with US to pause” the 
trade dispute and launch cooper-
ation on a future global arrange-
ment on sustainable steel and 
aluminum. Dombrovskis said the 
deal will be formally announced 
by Biden and European Commis-
sion President Ursula von der 
Leyen on Sunday.

US officials did not specify the 
volume of duty-free steel to be 
allowed into the United States 
under a tariff-rate quota system 
agreed upon with the EU. Sources 
familiar with the deal, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, have 

said annual volumes above 3.3 
million tons would be subject to 
tariffs.

The deal grants an additional 
two years of duty-free access 
above the quota for EU steel 
products that won Commerce 
Department exclusions in the 
past year, US officials said.

The agreement requires EU 
steel and aluminum to be entirely 
produced in the bloc - a standard 
known as “melted and poured” - 
to qualify for duty-free status. 

Europe exported around 5 mil-
lion tons of steel annually to the 
United States prior to Trump’s 
imposition of the tariffs on na-
tional security grounds.

The deal will eliminate Eu-
rope’s retaliatory tariffs against 
US products including bourbon 
whiskey, harley-Davidson motor-
cycles and motor boats that were 
set to double on Dec 1, US officials 
said.

“The end of this long tariff 
nightmare is in sight for US distill-

ers, who have struggled with the 
weight of the tariffs and the pan-
demic,” Distilled Spirits Council 
President Chris Swonger said, 
also urging Britain to lift its tariff 
on American whiskeys.

Record Steel Prices
Raimondo said the deal will 

reduce costs for steel-consuming 
US manufacturers. Steel prices 
have more than tripled in the past 
year to records topping $1,900 a 
ton as the industry has struggled 
to keep up with a demand surge 
after COVID-19 pandemic-related 
shutdowns, contributing to infla-
tion.

US primary aluminum produc-
ers, which had dwindled to two 
companies by the time Trump 
imposed the tariffs, will be able 
to maintain their investments in 
reviving domestic capacity be-
cause the quotas are set at very 
low levels, well below pre-tariff 
volumes, said Mark Duffy, CEO of 
the American Primary Aluminum 
Association industry group.

American Iron and Steel Insti-
tute President Kevin Dempsey 
said the quota arrangement will 
help “prevent another steel im-
port surge that would undermine 
our industry and destroy good-
paying American jobs.”

Due to its exit from the EU, Brit-
ain’s steel exports remain subject 
to the tariffs, as are those of other 
US allies including Japan. The US 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
opposed the metals tariffs from 
the start, said the duties and 
quotas should be dropped from 
“close allies.”

  Agencies

US, EU end Trump-era tariff war over steel, aluminum

US Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo speaks to the press during the 
inaugural US-EU Trade and Technology Council in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
on Friday  /AFP

A power plant fires coal from the nearby Garzweiler open-cast mine near Luetzerath, western Germany yesterda. 
The village of Luetzerath, now almost entirely abandoned as the mine draws ever closer, will be the latest village 
to disappear as coal mining at the Garzweiler mine expands.  AP

ties are available.””China 
has gold in its hands to 
make energy more sus-
tainable. 

But yes, the current 
economic growth fig-
ures are a bottleneck 
... in the long term it is 
possible,” Meyer added.
China has announced 
that it will strive to peak 
carbon emissions before 
2030 and achieve carbon 
neutrality before 2060, 
which means that it has 
to realize an unprece-
dented reduction in car-
bon emissions and move 
from carbon peak to car-
bon neutrality faster than 
any nation in history. “It 
is clear that China is tak-
ing steps,” Schone said.  

                        Xinhua
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Gomes departure has potential for 
Simba SC sliding back to ‘normal’  

Didier Gomes

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

PROMINENT dance musician, Ally 
Choki, is no stranger to Tanzanian 
music lovers’ ears, he has long held 
sway in the dance music scene in East 
Africa through his compositions and 
singing.

His background in music officially 
started in 1988, when he joined the 
band, Lola Africa.

Choki, a singer/songwriter, recently 
stated he is tired of entertaining 
short stints with music troupes and, 
instead, he has now decided to settle 
with African Stars Band,  alias ‘Twanga 
Pepeta’, a troupe he had successfully 
served for many years.

The singer noted he is getting old 
and it is time to settle in one place.

Choki cited the reason for settling in 
the band as the need to get a chance to 
stay close to his family.

“My last band was Mwanza’s Super 
Kamanyola, when I came back I 
decided to stay without a band 
thinking about how to develop my 
talent and now I have decided to settle 
down,” Choki revealed.

He, at one point, left Twanga Pepeta 
and then returned to the troupe and 
has said he does not expect to do so 
again, stressing he hopes to retire from 
music at the troupe.

He stated that he has, several times, 
tried to bring his previous troupe, Extra 
Bongo Band, back but unfortunately, 
he was not successful.

Choki disclosed he has seen he 
should accept he cannot do so, adding 
that one who does not accept defeat is 
not a competitor.

In 1999, Choki returned to Tanzania 
after a short stint in one of the East 
African countries and joined Twanga 
Pepeta, a troupe he served for several 
years.

The artist then felt he ought to work 
independently via setting up his band, 

Extra Bongo.
The troupe, under Choki’s 

leadership, brought forth several 
talented musicians, including Khalid 
Chuma, Greyson Semsekwa, Abdallah 
‘Dulla Ngoma’, and Saul John, and 
dancers.

Choki managed to turn Extra Bongo 
into a serious competitor in the 
genre’s scene, successfully challenging 
established troupes like Twanga 
Pepeta and experienced bands.

Extra Bongo came up with 
popular compositions that include 
‘Mtenda Akitendewa’, ‘Extra Bongo 
3x3’, ‘Regina’, ‘Double Double’, and 
‘Mjini Mipango’, which won it lots of 
supporters.

However, the troupe lasted for a 
few years, Choki decided to return to 
Twanga Pepeta, then left again and 
resorted to bringing Extra Bongo back 
but it did not last long, he returned to 
Twanga Pepeta.

He left the troupe and joined the 
Mwanza-based Super Kamanyola, after 
his contract expired, he returned to 
Dar es Salaam and stayed for a long 
time without working for any of the 
troupes and has now decided to return 
to Twanga Pepeta.

“I tried very hard to expand the scope 
of employment for young people, 
especially in the music industry, but 
those efforts did not bear fruit and 
I am also getting older, so I don’t see 
why I should force something that I 
feel has failed,” he asserted.

He also disclosed that the presence 
of many dance music bands has helped 
to increase employment and also to 
develop many talents, but he noted 
that many bands have collapsed and 
caused unemployment.

“Generally, I have settled with 
Twanga Pepeta and I am in the process 
of releasing a new song that we are still 
working on and, when it is ready, I will 
incorporate with the fans to give it a 
title,’’ he revealed.

Musician Ally Choki 
rejoins Twanga 
Pepeta troupe  

 By Correspondent John 
Kimbute

I
NABILITY for 
a substantial 
portion of the 
Simba SC fan base 

and club leadership to 
stomach the 3-1 home 
game result against 
Botswana champions, 
Jwaneng Galaxy FC, 
brought about an 
intolerable situation 
for then Simba SC head 
coach Didier Gomes da 
Rosa.

 The French tactician 
was being pressured 
from different sides, and 
the only way to avoid 
mental destabilization 
from expectations of the 
fans and the leadership, 
and their contending 
ideas for solutions, 
was to step aside so 
that everyone remains 
patient as someone else 
guides the club side.

As coaches are hired 
to be fired, that looked 
altogether normal, but 
it has a price tag.

As coaches aren’t 
players where it is 
always easy to see if their 
exit is a result of being 
at the top of their game 
or not, this departure 
ought to bring mixed 
feelings among club 
well-wishers, if they 
have just lost their best 
coach – and if they are 
in a position to recruit 
the same caliber of the 
coach.

In both these 

spheres there is no 
straightforward answer, 
as the problem with 
the hiring is the sort of 
contract they want to 
impose on the incoming 
coach – and whether this 
would be a problem to 
get the right person - or 
it won’t.

Finally, it is also an 
issue of what sort of 
pressures there are in 
the club as to technical 
bench spending, since 
three people just left 
after the Galaxy debacle, 
and too many people 
think they have good 
ideas.

What is also at issue is 
whether the Msimbazi 
Street side still has the 
nerve to maintain its 
superiority in the local 
premier league in like 
manner even as in the 
past season, as it has 
slid to obtaining rather 
normal if not painful 
positive results against a 
series of clubs.

Simba’s most recent 
outing against CAF 
Confederation Cup 
hard hitters, Biashara 
United, was illustrative 

By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

SOME incidents in 
life are very disturbing, 
when an individual gets 
the impression that 
Tanzania has taken 
a step forward in the 
right direction in soccer, 
suddenly a strange 
incident, which brings 
about disappointment, 
arises and proves that 
a lot needs to be done 
to see the country scale 
great heights. It is very 
irritating.

It is still a difficult and 
painful time for Simba 
SC and Biashara United 
after the latter came 
close to embarrassingly 
facing an exit from 
this season’s CAF 
Confederation Cup 
because of negligence.

Simba SC crashed 
out of 2021/22 CAF 
Champions League’s 
second preliminary 
round after losing to 
Botswana’s Jwaneng 
Galaxy FC.

CAF Confederation 
Cup playoff clash against 
Zambia’s Red Arrows 
now awaits Simba SC.

Mara-based Biashara 
United’s fate in CAF 
Confederation Cup is 
still not known given 
CAF has yet to issue a 
decision on the outfit’s 
second preliminary 
round’s second leg clash 
versus Libya’s Al-Ahli 
Sports Club.

I am not talking about 
Azam FC because for 
them there was no 
negligence, they did all 
they could to qualify for 
the CAF Confederation 
Cup playoffs, but, at the 
end of the day, the best 
team won and moved on 
to the next stage.

Simba SC, Biashara United performance 
highlights Tanzania’s competence in soccer 

Tanzania’s Biashara United forward, Atupele Jackson 
(R), dribbles past Libya’s Al-Ahli Tripoli right fullback, 
Mohammed Eshtewi, when the squads locked horns in 
2021/22 CAF Confederation Cup second preliminary round’s 
first leg which took place in Dar es Salaam recently. Biashara 
United commanded a 2-0 victory. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
BIASHARA UNITED

Prominent dance musician, Ally Choki, in action during a recent show, which was staged by 
Morogoro’s Waluguru Original Band. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT SABATO KASIKA

The difference 
between Pyramids FC 
and Azam FC is death 
and sleep. Pyramids FC 
is way better than Azam 
FC.

Today we are going 
to discuss a little about 
Simba SC and Biashara 
United.

Who should we start 
with? Let us start with 
Biashara United, an 
outfit which is located 
somehow far away from 
Dar es Salaam.

After Biashara United’s 
2-0 victory over Al Ahli 
Tripoli at home, the 
Tanzanian club could 
not travel to Libya on 
time for the return leg, 
because of what was 
said to be a failure to 
secure flight permits 
from South Sudan and 
Sudan, a route the club 
was set to use for its trip 
to Libya.

CAF has nevertheless 
included the club in the 
next knockout phase’s 
fixture.

The story of failing to 
get to the stadium on 
time? a case of failure 
to travel on time? They 
lacked the funds for 
transport.

That is where the 
sadness begins. How can 
a team that participates 
in the Premier League in 
the 21st century, again if 
it is among the league’s 
top four clubs in the 
country, lack money for 
a trip?

The answer shows 
how poor Tanzania’s 
football outfits are. Yes! 
Poor! Forgive me for 
being a bit harsh.

Clubs’ poverty makes 
Mainland Tanzania’s 
Premier League poor.

Poor league causes 
everyone and everything 

involved in it to be poor.
The poor league 

produces poor players, 
poor referees, poor 
coaches, and poor team 
leaders.

This poverty is what 
brings about the noise 
of corruption in our 
football.

But then we realize 
how poor we are in 
terms of governance 
and planning. Biashara 
United knew they would 
be taking part in the CAF 
Confederation Cup since 
the league ended four 
months ago.

They knew they would 
travel for knockout 
matches. They had to 
prepare in advance, 
even if it meant 
soliciting support from 
individuals as long as 
the outfit avoided this 
embarrassment that the 
country has faced.

I do not believe that 
Biashara would not get 
well-wishers that can 
transport the side.

If some are willing to 
hand over cash so that 
Biashara can defeat 
Simba in a domestic 
league fixture, I do not 
believe the same people 
will not contribute 
cash for the outfit so it 
can participate in the 
continental competition.

If CAF’s decision on 
Biashara United’s fate in 
CAF Confederation Cup 
hardly favours the side, I 
will accept the decision.

Simba SC frustratingly 
crashed out of CAF 
Champions League after 
comfortably winning 2-0 
against Jwaneng Galaxy 
FC away in Gaborone.

Simba failed to defend 
their victory in the 
second leg fixture which 
took place at home in 

Dar es Salaam.
After going into the 

break leading by one 
goal and later letting in 
three goals within 45 
minutes of the second 
half, the hosts were 
ultimately eliminated.

After seeing them 
lead by three goals 
on aggregate against 
Jwaneng Galaxy at the 
breather, Simba players 
believed the match was 
over, they believed their 
opponents were weak.

What happened was 
that Jwaneng Galaxy 
FC’s players ran twice 
as much as they did in 
the first leg and then 
managed to open up 
Simba SC’s defense and 
knock them out of the 
competition, with three 
goals that took them to 
the group stage.

And a football fan can 
ask himself how can a 
top outfit like Simba 
SC fall into the trap of 
despising its opponent 
before the match is over? 

An outfit can be safe if 
it despises its opponent 
in the Mainland Premier 
League, but not the CAF 
Champions League.

In such a competition 
an outfit must pay the 
penalty for its contempt.

Other grievances 
came after the Simba SC 
vs Jwaneng Galaxy FC 
return leg clash ended 
and some of the former’s 
officials poured the 
blame on social media.

At the end of the day, 
we accept the fact that 
we have a very long way 
to go in football as a 
nation.

Starting with players, 
leadership, fans, leagues, 
and everyone else 
involved in football. We 
have a long way to go. 

of this situation, with a 
disappointing null after 
a 1-0 result against the 
inland capital club side, 
Dodoma Jiji FC, which 
many would take as 
also-rans in the premier 
league contention.

That does not mean 
their age-old rivals are 
doing much better, but 
they enthuse by these 
results.

To be fair, based 
on experience in 
African continental 
championship runs, 
coaches, who lost 
substantially in a crucial 
return match after an 
excellent performance 
earlier, tend to lose 
their positions. 

This was the case af-
ter Simba SC beat Kaizer 
Chiefs 3-0 in the return 
game following a 4-0 
drubbing in Johannes-
burg, which the South 
African side would have 
seen more or less as ap-
propriate, and could 
not stand a sharp rever-
sal days later.

That was duplicated 
as Simba SC had earned 
a 2-0 favourable result 
in their away match 
against Jwaneng Galaxy 
FC, confirming their im-
age of themselves and 
their ‘objectives,’ before 
a sharp reminder.

When looking at in-
ternet entries on the 
series of fixtures involv-
ing Simba SC and top 
clubs in Africa up to 
early September, it is 

clear the side was being 
put somewhere in some 
kind of comparison 
with the best, as ex-Kai-
zer Chiefs head coach 
Gavin Hunt was saying 
the fact that Simba SC 
beat Pitso Mosimane’s 
Al Ahly in this sea-
son’s CAF Champions 
League’s Group Stage 
was reason enough for 
the Jo’burg side not to 
have taken their en-
counter lightly.

Meanwhile, he was 
sacked after the return 
match, and in a simi-
lar vein, the same sites 
picked remarks from 
Simba SC head coach, 
Didier Gomes, ear-
lier in May, refusing to 
make excuses after the 
4-0 drubbing by Kaizer 
Chiefs in away leg of the 
CAF top club compe-
tition. Still, he had to 
leave later.

Looking at these re-
sults and scores of oth-
ers earlier, it is a fact 
that African top clubs 
take much harder a 
negative turnaround 
in their expectations, 
compared to UEFA cir-
cuit top clubs, and the 
leagues involved gener-
ally.

The competing at-
mosphere is often un-
forgiving for relative 
incompetence or appar-
ent inability to handle 
an outfit in a crucial 
encounter, for instance, 
Young Africans SC let 
their coach leave as he 

raised prospects of ac-
cepting defeat by the 
city rivals well ahead of 
the match, an inadmis-
sible posture at Jang-
wani Street.

When such expecta-
tions are demonstrated 
to have been misplaced, 
the best option is to 
break the mirror, as a 
principal facilitator of 
those expectations and 
his utter failure to get 
them.

 What is unmistak-
able is that a different 
sentiment reigns at the 
Msimbazi Street side at 
present, despite all the 
progress in placing the 
club at a fairly comfort-
able level materially, 
preparing a new train-
ing pitch, and even play-
ing some of their local 
matches, etc.

 There is not just a 
post-MO environment 
where his presence is 
confined to a basic in-
vestment as an assur-
ance, but also a post-
C h a m a / M i q u i s s o n e 
atmosphere that pins 
down club expectations 
to normal results, not 
seeing how it could get 
back to the top.

 This situation puts in 
threat the club’s ability 
to seek out the best 
coaches (by alibi of not 
affording them just as 
concerning the players), 
while it is possible to 
get a good coach, push 
up current players, plus 
groom new stars.
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Barca’s Aguero 
taken to hospital 
for heart exam

LONDON

IN the end all the boos 
were for Nuno Espirito 
Santo as Tottenham 
fans chanted: “You don’t 
know what you’re do-
ing.”

Joy had returned for 
Ole Gunnar Solskjær and 
Manchester United, for 
now at least.

After collecting one 
point from four games, 
Solskjær’s changes 
worked — going to a 
three-man defense and 
starting Edinson Cavani 
up front with Cristiano 
Ronaldo.

It was the strike force 
with a combined age of 
70 that scored the first 
two goals before Marcus 
Rashford came off the 
bench and sealed a 3-0 
win on Saturday with a 
curling strike.

“It’s been a difficult 
week for the players, for 
the club, for the fans, for 
me,” Solskjær said. “I’ve 
stayed away from most 
of the noise, but you 
know what’s happening 
out there. You know that 
you have to put a perfor-
mance ... but for us, we 
needed this week. 

“We needed a whole 
week to work on this, 
this performance and 
it’s probably the first, or 
the last time for a while 
we have a long week to 
work, so it was an impor-
tant one, just to work on 
fitness, mentality and of 
course we changed the 
tactic.”

lowing last Sunday’s 5-0 
humiliation to Liverpool 

but tougher tests could 
be ahead in the next 

Relief for Solskjær, boos for Nuno as Man U beats Tottenham
week — with a Champi-
ons League trip to Ata-
lanta and a home match 
on Saturday against 
Manchester City.

With City surprisingly 
being held 2-2 by Brigh-
ton on Saturday, the 
defending champions 
remain in third place — 
with United now only 
three points behind in 
fifth. 

Tottenham is two 
points further adrift, 
having slipped from first 
place after three games 
to eighth place after 10 
matches.

The hosts held out un-
til the 39th minute when 
Ronaldo got on the end 
of a high ball from Bruno 
Fernandes and peeled 
away from defender Ben 
Davies before netting 
from a first-time volley 
across goal in the 39th 
minute. Ronaldo turned 

provider for Cavani, who 
clipped in the second in 
the 64th before Rash-
ford came off the bench 
and produced a curling 
strike.

Tottenham never 
looked like even threat-
ening a comeback, 
particularly with Kane 
looking a shadow of 
the player who was top 
scorer and assist-maker 
in the league last season.

The dismal form casts 
doubts on how long 
Nuno can stay in the job 
after leaving Wolver-
hampton last season to 
become Jose Mourinho’s 
permanent successor at 
Tottenham.

“It sounds absurd,” 
Nuno said, “but the only 
solution is we try and 
stick together and work, 
and work, work togeth-
er.”

AP

It helped that United 
faced a side that gifted 
space in defense and 
couldn’t manage a single 
shot on target — the first 
time that’s happened for 
Tottenham in a home 
league game since 2013 
— on a woeful night for 
striker Harry Kane. 

It leaves Nuno with 
five losses from his first 
10 league matches in 
charge, a far cry from the 
team that had four con-
secutive top-four Cham-
pions League finishes 
from 2016 to 2019 under 
Mauricio Pochettino.

The chants against 
Nuno when Lucas Mou-
ra was taken off in the 
second half were fol-
lowed later by “We want 
Levy out”. It’s more 
likely there is manage-
rial change rather than 
chairman Daniel Levy 
leaving, so toxic was the 
atmosphere. 

“We have to improve 
all of us,” Nuno said. “It’s 
not about individually. 
As a team we have to do 
much better. It’s not 
only about our offensive 
game. We are vulnerable 
in defense. We concede. 
We keep the ball, yes, we 
make 10 shots, none of 
them on goal. 

“We have to be more 
accurate. The final pass. 
It’s always not the right 
line. It’s behind, it’s front. 
So we have to improve. 
We have to improve.”

Solskjær vindicated 
the decision for United 
to stick with him fol-

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Respite for Solskjaer, Man Utd against struggling Spurs

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer

LONDON

THERE was only a 
short handshake be-
tween the managers at 
the end of Manchester 
United’s 3-0 win against 
Tottenham Hotspur, but 
by that point, Ole Gun-
nar Solskjaer had al-
ready passed the baton 
to Nuno Espirito Santo 
as embattled boss of the 
Premier League’s crisis 
club.

Thousands of Totten-
ham supporters had al-
ready left, but many who 
stayed did so mainly to 
boo Nuno off the pitch 
as his opposite number 
strode across the turf 
to the section of United 
fans, who had been sing-
ing Solskjaer’s name for 
most of the second half 
as their club ended a dif-
ficult week with a much-
needed victory.

Spurs followers opted 
for a more toxic reper-
toire, which ranged from 
chanting “you don’t 
know what you’re do-
ing” at Nuno for his first 
substitution of the game, 
when Lucas Moura was 
replaced by Steven Berg-
wijn with the score 1-0 -- 
to calling for club chair-
man Daniel Levy to quit. 

Solskjaer is hardly out 
of the woods and his po-
sition remains precari-
ous with a tricky Cham-
pions League trip to 
Atalanta and next week-
end’s Manchester derby 
to come, but his team’s 
display was a response 
to recent days, which 
have seen competing 
narratives emerge from 
Old Trafford.

On the one hand, 
there has been a feeling 
that United’s players and 
fanbase are losing faith 
in their under-fire boss, 
while Solskjaer him-
self countered that the 
group were working well 
on the training ground 

Portuguese gambled that 
Ben Davies would be un-
able to stretch himself 
to intercept, then fired a 
right-foot volley into the 
far corner with devastat-
ing precision.

Ronaldo turned pro-
vider after 64 min-
utes, perfectly timing a 
through ball for Cavani, 
who lifted a deft shot 
over Hugo Lloris and 
into the net. Substitute 
Marcus Rashford, on for 
Ronaldo, added a late 
third as he ran through 
a chasm in the middle 
of Spurs’ defence to con-
tinue his promising form 
after returning from 
shoulder surgery.

Ronaldo’s exit prompt-
ed what appeared to be 
a prolonged explana-
tion from Solskjaer why 
he was withdrawn; “OK, 
OK,” Ronaldo replied as 
he took his place on the 
bench. In less dramatic 
fashion than his Cham-
pions League winners 
against Villarreal and 
Atalanta, he had avoided 
further dissent or indif-
ference that would have 
been another blow to 
Solskjaer’s credentials 
and provided cutting 
edge to a professional 
performance.

Contrast that with 
Harry Kane. While Ron-
aldo may be motivated 
by returning to his for-
mer club, Kane contin-
ues to look like he would 
rather be somewhere 
else -- specifically Man-
chester City -- after be-
ing denied a move in the 
summer. He managed 
one blocked shot and 
a once ruthless link-up 
with Son was practically 
non-existent.

Yet Spurs’ issues are 
collective, going far 
beyond their big two. 
They failed to muster a 
single shot on target for 
the first time in a home 
league game since De-

cember 2013 and it is 
two hours, 16 minutes 
since they forced an op-
posing goalkeeper into 
making a save.

That points to a man-
ager yet to identity a co-
herent way of playing, an 
unappealing inertia that 
could hardly be further 
removed from the pro-
active Mauricio Pochet-
tino era, in the shadow 
of which the club con-
tinues to live. So pas-
sive were the hosts that 
a wounded United side 
was allowed to grow into 
the game, rediscover 
confidence and eventu-
ally emerge with a com-
fortable victory.

Both Solskjaer and 
Nuno are seeking to 
take a team on from Jose 
Mourinho’s regressive 
style. Due to the absence 
of fans resulting from 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
Tottenham last perma-
nent manager did not 
face the same hostility 
from fans at what they 
saw as a betrayal of the 
club’s attacking heritage; 
Nuno can be under no 
such illusions.

“I’m only thinking 
about the next training 
session because there 
are no words that are 
going to solve the situ-
ation,” Nuno said. “The 
booing and disappoint-
ment of the fans is un-
derstandable. When 
they don’t see the team 
that they expect -- and 
I truly expect we are 
better than we showed 
today -- they are going 
to boo. It is up to us to 
change the mood.”

By then, having earlier 
paused his media duties 
to sign autographs, Sol-
skjaer was on his way to 
boarding the team bus, 
soundtracked by cheers 
from the few United 
fans still in attendance. 
How quickly things can 
change.    ESPN

BARCELONA

BARCELONA striker Sergio Aguero has been ad-
mitted to hospital for a cardiac exam after experi-
encing chest pain during Saturday’s 1-1 draw with 
Alaves.

Aguero, 33, had to be taken off before half-time 
after being attended to on the Camp Nou pitch by 
Barca’s medical team for a lengthy period of time.

The Argentina international was eventually able 
to walk off the field before being transferred to 
hospital where he will undergo tests to determine 
the nature of the problem. 

“The first team player Sergio Aguero reported 
chest discomfort and has been admitted to the 
hospital for a cardiac exam,” Barca said in a brief 
statement after the game.

Barca also lost Gerard Pique to a calf strain 
against Alaves to further increase their injury 
woes. Sergi Roberto, Ronald Araujo, Pedri, Frenkie 
de Jong, Ansu Fati, Ousmane Dembele and Martin 
Braithwaite all missed Saturday’s game with vari-
ous fitness issues.

Aguero, who joined Barca from Manchester City 
in the summer on a free transfer, only made his de-
but for the club earlier in October after he injured 
his calf in preseason training.

He scored his first goal in the Clasico defeat to 
Real Madrid last weekend and followed that up 
with his first start in Wednesday’s surprise loss to 
Rayo Vallecano.

The game against Alaves marked his second 
start in a week as Barca’s winless run stretched to 
three games in LaLiga.

With interim coach Sergi Barjuan on the touch 
line following the dismissal of Ronald Koeman in 
midweek, Memphis Depay gave Barca the lead in 
the second half.

Luis Rioja equalised almost immediately for 
Alaves to earn a point for the Basque side and 
leave Barca languishing in ninth in the league ta-
ble with 16 points from 11 games.

“It’s a bad point,” defender Jordi Alba told re-
porters after the game. “Anything other than three 
points is bad for Barca, but especially now seeing 
where we are in the standings.

“We did enough but we are struggling to score 
and it takes very little for teams to score against us. 
We are all trying but it’s tough.”

Barjuan will remain in charge for Tuesday’s 
must-win game against Dynamo Kiev in the Cham-
pions League as the search for a new manager 
goes on.

Sources have told ESPN that talks with Al Sadd 
coach Xavi Hernandez are at an advanced stage, 
but an agreement for the former midfielder to re-
turn to the club is not yet finalised.

(Agencies)

to right the ship knocked 
so badly off course by 
last weekend’s 5-0 hu-
miliation at the hands of 
Liverpool.

Given the way this 
game played out, with 
United ending a four-
game winless run in the 
Premier League and 
turning in their most 
complete display of the 
season, the 48-year-old 
was not about to pass 
up a chance to question 
some of the coverage, 
praising “brilliant” fans 
and calling out those 
who wanted to, in his 
words, “portray a differ-
ent story.”

This performance pro-
vided vindication for 
Solskjaer’s belief that 
his squad remains suffi-
ciently behind him and 
his players executed a 
game plan, which saw 
just two changes to the 
side that started against 
Liverpool, but featured 
a three-man defence, in 
which Raphael Varane 
made a significant differ-
ence on his return from 
a groin injury.

Solskjaer has use three 
at the back on occasions 
previously, but whether 
this is a blueprint for 
the future or an emer-
gency measure designed 
to galvanise a belea-
guered team remains to 
be seen. One conclusion 
that is difficult to escape, 
though, is that the suc-
cess -- or otherwise -- of 
re-signing Ronaldo will 
be the main factor that 
determines the manag-
er’s immediate.

The 36-year-old’s de-
ployment as a lone cen-
tre-forward has largely 
disrupted United’s at-
tacking rhythm, even ac-
counting for his marvel-
lous individual quality, 
but here he was paired 
up front with Edinson 
Cavani, whose presence 
gave United more dyna-
mism with and without 
the ball.

The forward line has 
a combined age of 70, 
but Ronaldo and Cavani 
have scored more than 
1200 career goals be-
tween them and the fact 
that each added to their 

tallies at Tottenham en-
capsulated their team’s 
display and settled the 
game as a contest with 
a third of the match to 
play. It was, Solskjaer 
said, something that had 
been hinted at during 
the week.

“Tuesday morning’s 
training session by 
Edinson Cavani is prob-
ably the best I’ve seen 
by an individual since 
I’ve come here,” Solsk-
jaer said. “He led the 
line, he went as a good 
example for everyone, 
how to go about chang-
ing the mood and the 
two of them were told 
early on they were go-
ing to play up front as a 
two. They’ve been like 
two peas in a pod, really 
close, and it worked.”

After Cristian Romero 
had had a goal disal-
lowed for offside and 
Son Heung-Min shot 
over from close range, 
United went ahead six 
minutes before half-time 
when Bruno Fernandes 
found Ronaldo with a 
superb angled pass. The 

Nuno Espirito Santo

Zaha urges 
Instagram to take 
racism ‘seriously’

 LONDON

CRYSTAL Palace forward Wilfried Zaha has been 
subjected to racist abuse online and the 28-year-
old shared screenshots of some of the comments 
after Saturday’s 2-0 Premier League win over Man-
chester City.

Zaha, who scored the opening goal of the game 
at the Etihad Stadium, was brought down by 
Aymeric Laporte which resulted in the City de-
fender receiving a straight red card in first-half 
stoppage time.

The Ivory Coast international, who has previ-
ously been targeted online, posted images of the 
racist messages that he received on Instagram af-
ter the game and asked social media companies to 
take the problem seriously. 

“This message isn’t for me to get a million mes-
sages saying ‘we stand with you’ and ‘it’s disgust-
ing’ or about me getting sympathy,” Zaha wrote on 
Instagram. “I’m not here for all the nonsense that’s 
being done instead of fixing the actual problem.

“I don’t mind abuse because nowadays it comes 
with doing the job I do even though it’s not an ex-
cuse but my colour will always be the real prob-
lem but it’s fine because I’ll always be BLACK AND 
PROUD.

“Speak to me when you actually take this issue 
seriously.”

Facebook, which owns Instagram, did not imme-
diately respond to a Reuters request for comment.

Several players have been subjected to racial 
abuse online in recent months, especially in the 
Premier League, and English soccer has been urg-
ing social media firms to do more to tackle the 
problem.

Instagram had previously announced new mea-
sures and Twitter vowed to continue its efforts af-
ter taking action on cases of abuse related to soc-
cer in Britain.

Earlier this year, Zaha said he would stop “taking 
a knee” before games as part of English football’s 
anti-racism campaign because he believed the 
meaning of the “degrading” gesture had been lost.

(Agencies)



 

either half of the match.
Mayele registered the opener in 

the first half and Moloko netted in 
the second half, guaranteeing Yanga 
the top spot in the league log with 
12 points after four games without 
conceding a goal.

Nabi said that after three months 
the team will have reached its 100 
percent expectations, he earlier said 
so at the beginning of the season.

“It’s still two months and we’re at 
45 to 50 percent of our expectations. 
I said at the beginning of the season I 
need three months to make this team 
more competitive.”

“Today’s result (Sunday) against 
Azam FC is due to good preparation 
to read the strengths and weaknesses 
of the opponents, then we knew the 
ways to beat them and leave with 
three points, Yanga is a great team 
and the results we get now are normal 
because of our size.’’

Coach Nabi also congratulated his 
team’s physio for keeping the players 
fit.

“A lot of people criticized our fitness 
coach, but you can see how the players 
had a high level of morale, in today’s 
game they were fit and they would 
play even for another 30 minutes after 

Relief for Solskjær, boos 
for Nuno as Man U beats 
Tottenham
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Yanga yet to reach expectations, says coach Nabi 

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

A
FTER guiding Yanga 
to a comfortable 
2-0 win over Azam 
FC in a 2021/22 NBC 

Premier League clash at Ben-
jamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar 
es Salaam on Saturday, Yanga’s 
head coach Mohamed Nabi has 
said that his team has not yet 
reached its target.

The Tunisian gaffer pointed 
out so far about 45 to 50 
percent of what they expect has 
been achieved.

The statement comes after 
Yanga’s goals were scored by 
Congolese footballers Fiston 
Mayele and Ducapel Moloko in 

20 Monday 1 November, 2021

Yanga’s winger, Ducapel Moloko (C), dribbles past Azam FC players, fullback Edward Charles 
(R), and striker, Rodgers Kola, when the clubs met in a 2021/22 NBC Premier League clash 
which took place in Dar es Salaam last weekend. Azam FC succumbed to a 2-0 loss. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

2022 Kilimanjaro 
Premium Lager 
Marathon 
registration gains 
momentum

By Guardian Reporter

ORGANIZERS of the prestigious 2022 Kilimanjaro 
Premium Lager Marathon have confirmed that 
the registration process that started last week is 
progressing well and the early discounting period is 
currently on.

A statement issued in Dar es Salaam said 
registration is being done online through Tigopesa by 
dialing *149*20# and through the official Kilimanjaro 
Marathon website-www.kilimanjaromarathon.com.

According to the organizers, the earlier participants 
register, the better for them as it will give them ample 
time to prepare.

“We are concerned about early registration to 
ensure that we have all important aspects are taken 
care of on time for example water, ambulances, 
fruits, and medals,” read the statement in part.

The organizers also reminded participants to take 
advantage of the early discounting period which is 
from October 17 to January 7, thereafter the entry fee 
increases.

“After the discount period is over there will be no 
more offer, all participants will be required to pay 
the normal registration fee after January 7, 2022,’’ the 
organizers revealed.

The organizers stated that offers for the marathon 
are communicated only through the official 
Kilimanjaro Marathon platforms and media.

The organizers also reminded participants that 
Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Marathon will be 
marking the 20th Anniversary hence it will be a 
special and big event for all to mark this important 
milestone.

Sponsors of the Kilimanjaro Premium Lager 
Marathon include Kilimanjaro Premium Lager- 
42km, Tigo Kili Half Marathon- 21km, and Grand Malt 
5km.

The race’s water table sponsors are Absa Tanzania, 
Unilever, Simba Cement, Kilimanjaro International 
Leather Industries Co. Ltd, Kilimanjaro Water, and 
TPC Sugar. while

The event’s official suppliers are GardaWorld 
Security, Keys Hotel, Kibo Palace Hotel, and CMC 
Automobiles

The Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Marathon, which 
will be held at the Moshi Cooperative University 
(MoCU) on  February 27 next year, is organized 
by the Kilimanjaro Company Limited and locally 
coordinated by Executive Solutions Limited.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

2021 DC-MCC Cricket Cup gets underway in Dar
By Guardian Reporter

THIS year’s Balakrishna 
Foundation Dar es Sa-
laam Cricket (DC)- Mala-
bar Cricket Club (MCC) 
Cup got rolling at Leaders 
Club venue on Sunday.

The tournament, which 
is organized by MCC in 
association with DC and 
Tanzania Cricket Associa-
tion (TCA), was officially 
inaugurated in Dar es 
Salam in 2016.

The tournament, which 
was not held last year due 
to the coronavirus out-
break, involves 16 teams 
this time around.

The teams participat-
ing in the tournament 
are Estim, Aga Khan SC, 
Shree Kutchi Leva Patel 
Sports Center (SKLPSC), 

Tamil Nadu Sports Club, 
GP, Alaf Aces, K&P Con-
structions outfit, and Car-
avans Cricket Club.

Lions Cricket Club, 
Union SC, Sandy’s Su-
per Strikers, Annadil 
Burhani, Dar Cricket Club 
(DCC), Dar Black Pan-
thers, Upanga SC, and 
hosts, MCC, complete the 
list.

The 16 teams, the orga-
nizers revealed, are divid-
ed into four groups play-
ing against each other in 
the round-robin phase, 
with the top two winners 
in each group qualifying 
for the quarterfinals.

The eight teams will 
proceed to the knockout 
stage into the semi-finals 
with the last two reach-

ing the finals.
The tournament will 

witness 31 matches be-
ing played during the 
next seven weeks, with 
the final due to be played 
in December at Leaders 
Club ground.

Other matches will be 
played at the Dar es Sa-
laam Gymkhana Club 
oval.

Balakrishna Founda-
tion is the competition’s 
main sponsor. Other sup-
porting sponsors include 
Estim Constructions Lim-
ited, Alliance Insurance 
Limited, Canara Bank 
Limited, Nida Textiles 
Limited, NTS- Bosch, Tan-
zanair Limited, Kivingu, 
Cosmos Group, Alliance 
Finance Limited, Eleven 

Agri Limited, and Rick-
shaw Travels Limited.

Unoplast Tanzania 
Limited, Honest Logistics 
Limited, Davis & Shirtliff 
Limited, Hitech Sai, METL 
Group, Abacus, UC Unity, 
ABC Emporio, Flashnet, 
A-One Products, and Bot-
tlers Limited are also the 
co-sponsors.

Essar Life of Style, 
Gathani Tanzania Lim-
ited, Aurobindo, Xtreme 
Fitness, Target Brands, 
Ahead Africa Solutions, 
Regal Pharmaceuticals 
Limited, Unity Comput-
ers, Tanzindia Assurance 
Company Limited, and 
Wipro Technologies Tan-
zania Limited complete 
the co-sponsors list.

the 90th, just remind you this fitness 
coach is a doctor by profession, 
and he deserves his respect,’’ the 
Tunisian gaffer revealed.

Nabi also congratulated his 
players for showing a high level of 
performance in the game against 
Azam FC and was satisfied with the 
new signings for this season due to 
their quick and quality adaption 
into the team system.

Azam FC assistant coach, Vivier 
Bahati, revealed he has been 
saddened by his team’s failure to 
follow instructions and lack of 
quality in the 90 minutes of the 
game.

The Burundian stated: “We are 
disappointed with the level of our 
players who were on the field, 
they were overwhelmed in every 
department and we did not show 
that we wanted in the match, as 
for now, we look forward to the 
next match and make adjustments 
towards the mistakes bee made.’’

“We played five different league 
games that had different tastes, I 
think we played better on those 
games against Coastal Union, Polisi 
Tanzania, and Namungo but, against 
Yanga, we were awful.”

“Missing Mudathir Yahya in this 
match has not affected us as a 
team, because football is a game of 
instruction and we have 30 players 
who all have a chance to do well, 
so failing to follow instructions has 
affected the team, Yanga was better 
today and I congratulate the squad,’’ 
Bahati noted.

Balakrishna Foundation’s patron, Balakrishna Sree Kumar, executes a shot to inaugurate this year’s edition of Balakrishna 
Foundation DC-MCC Cricket Cup at Leaders Club venue in Dar as Salaam yesterday. PHOTO: GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA will compete in the African 
Swimming Confederation (CANA) Zone 
Three Championships scheduled to take 
place in Kampala, Uganda from December 
9-14.

Tanzania national swimming head coach, 
Alexander Mwaipasi, stated during the climax 
of the CANA Zone Four championships held 
at the International School of Tanganyika 
(IST), Masaki in the city yesterday.

CANA Zone Three Championships will 
feature seven countries including the hosts, 
Uganda. The countries are Burundi, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, and Tanzania.

Other countries in the remaining zones 
have also been invited to compete in the 
event scheduled to start early next month.

Speaking yesterday, Mwaipasi said most of 
the swimmers to form the Tanzania national 
team will come from the team that competed 
in the virtual age group of CANA Zone Four 
events due to their performances.

Mwaipasi said he will use the CANA Zone 
Four’s results to select the final team ahead 
of Uganda’s championship which is just 
around the corner.

“So far, I have seen many swimmers 
who can compete in Uganda’s Zone Three 
championships. I am sure if the same moral 
and fighting spirit would be maintained, 
we will crown the title for the third time in 
history in Kampala.’’

‘’I have been impressed with the 
standard of the swimmers in the Zone Four 
Championships and wait for the final event 
of the year,’’ Mwaipasi disclosed.

Tanzania won the first CANA Zone Three 
Championships title in 2016 during the event 
held in Kigali, Rwanda, and later defended 
the top honour in the event held in Dar es 
Salaam in 2017.

 The country managed to finish in the third 
position in editions in Khartoum, Sudan, and 
Nairobi, Kenya.

Swimmers set for 
CANA Zone Three 
Championships
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