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BUSINESS

By Guardian Correspondent

VICE President Samia Suluhu Has-san is next week expected to launch the economic empowerment training to more than 3,000 Muslim women in Dar es Salaam.
The training has been organized by the National Muslim Council of Tanza-nia (BAKWATA) to make them aware of the available opportunity on coun-try’s industrialization drive.

According to Dar es Salaam Regional Sheikh Alhadi Mussa Salum, the train-ing seeks to economically empower Muslim women and enable them to achieve the industrial economy.Sheikh Salum said the training will be free of charge for many women to benefit from it.
  “Most of women do not have enough understanding about indus-trial economy, this is the reason why Bakwata organize the training to pro-vide basic education and awareness on it,” Sheikh Salum explained.He added: “After the training, many women will realize the opportunities available in the country through in-dustrial economy and then will start by engaging themselves in various en-

trepreneurial activities and establish small scale industries.”
He said that working is a part of worshiping for both women and men this is the reason why the religion di-rected that both have equal right to own property.

“You cannot own property if you’re not working of does business, it is not true that Muslim women supposed to stay home,” Dar es Salaam regional chief sheikh noted.
 According to him, Muslim women are allowed to involve themselves in various development activities but should comply with the religious re-quirements.

He emphasized that Muslim women are just like other women and where there are opportunities they should explore them and contribute to the industrial economy.
 Sheikh Salum said the training will open economic opportunity doors for women especial those with low edu-cation level.

He said various topics will be pre-sented on the day by economic and industrial stakeholders will offer dif-ferent topics, which goes in line with the theme of the day that is ‘the Indus-

VP to launch training on 
economic empowerment 
to over 3,000 Muslim 
women in Dar es Salaam 

trial economy is possible by consider-ing women’.
For her part, the member of organ-

izing committee from Tanzania Trade Development Authority (TanTrade) Maryam Muhaji said the participation 

of women would bring great results to the society.
An industrial expert, Fatma Kange 

said there are many opportunities for women in Islamic banking that many women are not aware of.

Dar es Salaam Regional Sheikh Alhad Mussa Salum briefs journalists in the city yesterday on the next week economic empowerment training to more than 3,000 Muslim women. 

Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha
THE National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) is now extending coverage to include porters who carry lug-gage for mountain trekkers scaling Northern Zone peaks.

 “We are still widening our scope in reaching out to special groups outside formal employment stables and this time we are including mountain freelance mountain guides and porters,” stated the NHIF Di-rector General, Dr Bernard Konga.Dr Konga was addressing residents of Arusha dur-ing special campaigns to sensitize the mass on the importance of enrolling for the National Health In-surance Funding schemes, one of such public meet-ings was held at Mbauda open market area, in Arusha City.
The NHIF boss was on view that, Arusha has more than 150 porters, operating at Africa’s highest peak, Mount Kilimanjaro, the active Volcanic Mountain of Oldonyo L’engai and the steep terrain Mount Meru.“Mountain porters work under tough, trying and dangerous environments yet few, if any have any health coverage scheme,” pointed out Dr Konga, adding that it was high time for this group to be also brought under wing.

The response of people joining health schemes coun-trywide is far from being satisfactory, it was stated here that only 34 percent of citizens are covered under such services. Tanzania, with a population of 56 million, has only 4 million members (8 percent) of the National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF). About 500,000 Tanzanians are covered in private schemes, while the community health scheme has a lion share at 14 million members or 26 percent of the mass. 
The Former speaker of the National Assembly, Mama Anna Makinda who is also the Chairperson for 

Mountain porters now to be covered under National Health Insurance
By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi
ORGANIC coffee growers in rural areas of Kilimanjaro region are set to undergo free cervical and breast cancer screening in a move aimed at eradicating the common ter-minal diseases in the area.

Briefing reporters here yesterday, General Manager for the farmers’ umbrella body, 32-Kilimanjaro New Co-oper-ative Initiatives Joint venture Limited (G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD) Gabriel Ollomi said the screening is scheduled to take place during the nearing 2019/2020 harvesting season.“The cancer screening will be implemented by the na-tional NGO providing sexual and reproductive health (UMATI) in Kilimanjaro region in collaboration with G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD. The crucial health exercise is fully financed by our organic coffee buyers from Japan, Zensho Group Limited,” the GM explained.
He added that the clinic targets only women from or-ganic coffee farmers from rural areas of Kilimanjaro re-gion and is meant to achieve sustainable health of small organic coffee producers.

“Apart from eliminating the two cancers among farm-ers, the initiative lso aims at eradication of poverty   within their communities” Ollomi explained.According to him, in the 2018/19 organic coffee harvest-ing year G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD conducted special health training to their coffee farmers for sustainable health and coffee production.
The manager further appealed to coffee growers to practice organic coffee farming for sustainable high qual-ity of coffee production for the good health of consumers.  Ollomi explained that some members of his organiza-tion are now enjoying the fruits of organic farming-an agri-cultural system that uses-ecologically based pest controls and biological fertilizers derived largely from animal and plant wastes and nitrogen-fixing cover crops.“In the year 2018/19 we engaged with our farmers in the organic coffee market where farmers benefited with high coffee price by emphasizing farmers to switch themselves to organic farming that has led them to a happy life that guarantees them food on table, cash to take care of their children and send them to school,” he explained.According to Ollomi, organic coffees world market is ex-panding day to day, appealing Kilimanjaro coffee produc-ers to switch themselves to organic farming.“Apart from high demand of organic coffees in the World market, its production is also very low as farmers are not buying industrial fertilizers in their production, thus they are using only ecologically based pest controls and biological fertilizers derived largely from animal and plant wastes and nitrogen-fixing cover crops.“In the 2018/19 coffee season we bought a total of40.2 tons of parchment coffee at a price of 7,125/- per kilogram from small farmers of Mwika Kinyamvuo and Mamba North Agricultural Marketing Co-operatives (AMCOS)...” the G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD General manager enlightened.Ollomi awho is also a coffee producer at Lyamungo vil-lage, in Hai district, Kilimanjaro region further explained that, producing coffee through organic farming is cheaper than using industrial fertilizers and other agriculture in-puts like coffee pest controls which are sold at high prices; and the World market for organic coffee is expanding day to day and of high prices.

Coffee farmers in Kilimanjaro to undergo free cancer screening

By Guardian Reporter 

THE government of Pakistan is hosting Pakistan-Africa Trade/En-gage Africa Conference in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi on 30-31 January 2020.
A statement issued yesterday by High Commission of Pakistan in Dar es Salaam, said: “The aim of the conference is to bring the two sides together for a meaningful exchange in order to enhance Pakistan’s trade, investment and economic coopera-

tion with Tanzania as well as other countries in Africa.”
Pakistan has invited delegates from the public and private sector for more than 20 African Countries. More than 300 delegates from public and private sectors from Pa-kistan and Africa are expected to participate, the statement reads in part. 

Representatives of Pakistan’s pri-vate sector business will cover the following, textile and apparel, agro foods such as rice, sugar, and wheat. 

It will also cover services such as ICT, travel/insurance, pharmaceuticals, engineering, engineering goods and electronics, surgical goods, cement, sports goods, auto industry and cos-metics.
“The Pakistan High Commis-sion in Dar es Salaam is working on composing a sizeable private sector business delegation in the relevant sectors for participation from Tan-zania.” The commission called on the interested Tanzanian business persons to take part at the confer-

ence. Tanzania and Pakistan have recently expressed their interest in strengthening commercial ties and cooperation to tap a trade potential of USD 1 billion through investments in key sectors such as agriculture, mining and oil and gas. 
It is estimated that the current trade volume between both coun-tries stands at USD 100 million and can only grow if economic ties are strengthened.

Since the establishing of diplo-matic relations between the two 

countries in 1967, a strong founda-tion in different fields of coopera-tion has been established with the training of Tanzanian diplomats, railway technicians, bankers, and military personnel. 
In 2013 Pakistan’s former Presi-dent Mahinda Rajapaksa visited Tanzania’s former President Jakaya Kikwete in Dar es Salaam to sign three key agreements on visa ex-ception for diplomatic and state of-ficials, intelligence sharing and cul-tural and defense cooperation.

Kenya to host Pakistan-Africa Trade Promotion Conference this month

the NHIF’s Board of Directors, said under the new improved NHIF, people in wedlock are not restrict-ed to just a single spouse but up to 

four wives. 
“We have 7700 treatment centers in form of hospitals, dispensaries, health centers and medical drugs’ 

outlets across the country that handle and recognize the NHIF members, providing them with all essential services,” she said.
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NAIROBI

KENYA’s northern zone is on the cusp 
of yet another education crisis as teachers 
begin fleeing amid fears of increasing Al 
Shabaab attacks.

This is despite assurances by 
government agencies that say they have 
enhanced security in areas considered to 
be terror hotspots.

The Al-Qaeda linked group has stepped 
up attacks in counties bordering Somalia 
since December.

In the last five weeks alone, the Somalia-
based ragtag militia has carried out more 
than 10 attacks in both the northern and 
coastal regions that left at least 25 people 
dead.

The situation mirrors the 2018 mass 
exodus that saw hundreds of teachers 
leave Wajir County following an attack on 
Qarsa Primary School when insurgents 

Terror paralyses schools 
as teachers flee attacks

He commended WB and other development 
partners who have continued to extend their 
support for the implementation of various poverty 
alleviation projects through Tasaf 

World Bank ex-
director lauds
TASAF initiative

By Guardian Reporter

TANESCO Managing Director Dr Tito Mwinuka 
has said he will not tolerate negligent workers in 
the national power company and their days are 
numbered.

He gave the warning when closing six-day training 
for 958 new workers recently employed.

The workers are continuing with their induction 
seminar as trainees from the Public Service College at 
three centres – Dodoma, Morogoro, and Mtwara.

Dr Mwinuka (pictured) said Tanesco is an institution 
that is depended for the country’s economic growth 
especially as the nation strives to attain a middle 
income industrial economy, “hence we cannot afford 
it when some are running while others are walking or 
sitting down.”

He told the new workers that the government TURN TO PAGE 2

depends on them as they have come in to increase 
the pace to attain goals in generating 10,000 MW 
of power by 2025.

“The government has great hopes on you. 
You have come to an area that is more closely 
watched, hence you must understand what the 
government expects from you so as not to let 
down the company,” the chief executive declared.

Dr Emmanuel Shindika, principal of the Public 
Service College said training public servants 
aims at improving administrative systems 
comprehension among new workers.

Public service is a moral good for a person to 
serve other members of society but failing to 
adhere to work ethics at all times is a drawback, 
even shameful. He called upon the new workers 

TANESCO cautions negligent workers 
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By Getrude Mbago

OUTGOING World Bank Country Director Bella 
Bird yesterday advised the government to sustain 
and invest more in poverty eradication initiatives 
that impact lives of needy groups for the country 
is to achieve its various development goals.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam yesterday at a farewell 
ceremony, Bird pointed at the Tanzania Social 
Action Fund (TASAF) as one among initiatives 
that have played a major role in bringing down 
the level of abject poverty, and  hence ought to 
be sustained.

A good number of countries are implementing 
the same project but TASAF shows the best and 

The former powerful spy 
chief was replaced at the 
helm of TISS last year by 
then Director General of the 
Prevention and Combating of 
Corruption Bureau (PCCB) 

pioneer programme across Africa in ending 
poverty, the director asserted.

 “I wanted to say a few things about TASAF just 
as I leave Tanzania. I have been here for four years 
and seven months and I must say that when I first 
came and looked at our portfolio, I looked for the 
very impressive projects there. But what struck 
me about TASAF is that it is a powerful instrument 
to meet the poorest and most vulnerable people 
in the country,” she stated.

A recent assessment conducted by the World 
Bank and the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
found that TASAF has contributed immensely to 
poverty reduction in the country, she elaborated.

TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

FORMER Director General of the Tanzania 
Intelligence and Security Service (TISS) Dr Modestus 
Kipilimba was yesterday sworn in as Tanzania’s High 
Commissioner to Namibia and tasked to improve 
trade between the two countries.

Dr Kipilimba was relieved of his intelligence duties 
mid-September last year by President John Magufuli 
and later appointed ambassador, before being 
assigned a duty station.

He was sworn in at State House Dar es Salaam by 
President John Magufuli to represent Tanzania at the 
new embassy in Windhoek. He now has his job cut out 
for him considering the fact that the Head of State has 
high expectations on the new mission especially in 
the area of trade relations.

Speaking during his state visit to Namibia last May 
President Magufuli pledged that Tanzania would open 
an embassy in Windhoek to facilitate diplomatic and 

economic relations between the two countries, 
members of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC).

The Head of State was displeased to note that 
despite the historic brotherly relations, trade 
volume between Dar es Salaam and Windhoek 
stood at a mere USD25,000 million (about 59bn/-) 
annually.

 He also instructed that the Joint Permanent 
Commission ( JPC) for Tanzania and Namibia 
meet and explore areas of enhancing cooperation 
between the two countries.

The former powerful spy chief was replaced at 
the helm of TISS last year by then Director General 
of the Prevention and Combating of Corruption 
Bureau (PCCB).

Others who took oath at that time include 
former University of Dar es Salaam don Dr Benson 
Bana who became Tanzania’s High Commissioner 

Namibia trade tops list on 
ex-spymaster’s new tasks

murdered three people including two 
teachers.

A section of teachers from Garissa 
and Mandera were also transferred. 
At least 250 schools were forced to 
close due to lack of teachers while 
those that remained open were run by 
headteachers and a few tutors.

In a region that mostly depends 
on teachers from other parts of the 
country, another exit could spell doom 
for families with school-going children 
who are now staring at a bleak future.

Hussein Ali, a resident of Wajir who 
is also a parent to six school-going 
children, told a leading newspaper that 
another transfer of teachers from the 
region will be catastrophic.

“I am really worried about my 
children’s future. It will really be bad 
for us parents if our teachers leave 
again this time around, ’’ he said.

A similar scene was also witnessed 
in 2014 when Al Shabaab militants 
ambushed a Nairobi-bound bus in 
Mandera killing 28 passengers. Most of 
the victims were teachers.

Since then, while significant 
progress has been made, counties 
in the north still lag behind others 
in terms of education. This has been 
widely blamed on lack of adequate 

President John Magufuli chairs a meeting of the cabinet of ministers at the State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House
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to abide by what they are being trained 
to observe so that when they arrive 
at their work stations they will not be 
enticed to veer into difficulties.

Astelia Sukulu, speaking on behalf 
of fellow workers, said the training 
given will help them sharpen their 
knowledge of their responsibilities in 
the state institution, promising not to 
divulge company secrets.

FROM PAGE 1

“One of the most striking findings of 
the assessment was when we looked at 
the decline in poverty in Tanzania and 
we found that if TASAF had not been 
there, the rate of poverty in Tanzania 
would be at least 2 percent higher…This 
is the kind of independent assessments 
or validations that show how impactful 
is the work that Tasaf is doing,” she 
further noted.

 “I remember that former President 
Benjamin Mkapa was inspired by the 
social action programme in Malawi 
(MASAF), but now Malawi is looking to 
learn from progress that Tanzania is 
making through TASAF,” she told the 
gathering.

In his remarks, TASAF executive 
director Ladislaus Mwamanga 
commended the outgoing director for 
the huge contribution she has made 
to ensure that vulnerable Tanzanians 
improve their lives.

“You have been so good to us. You 
were ready to provide technical and 
lobby for financial support from other 
development partners so as to ensure 
that the programme is sustainable. We 
really appreciate your contribution 
and we wish you good luck in your new 
position,” he said.

He commended the bank and other 
development partners who have 
continued to extend support for the 
implementation of various poverty 
alleviation projects through Tasaf.

The implementation of the 
forthcoming second phase of the 
TASAF-III programme set to be 
launched soon will focus on providing 
poor households with prerequisite 
entrepreneurship skills and how to use 
income-earning opportunities to set 
up small-scale commercial ventures, 
he said.

Beyond training them on acquiring 
entrepreneurship skills, the 
programme will avail the beneficiaries 
with a roadmap to support them 
manage and expand their businesses, 
he stated.

Michele Zini, the task team leader of 
the WB PSSN II expressed the bank’s 
commitment to continue supporting 
the TASAF programme.

“We are so proud of Tasaf. We have 
witnessed a number of vulnerable 
families who were not even sure of 
getting a meal are now living a better 
life while engaging in some economic 
activities…We will continue collaborate 
to fight poverty in the country,” he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

World Bank ex- director 
lauds TASAF initiative

to Nigeria, Rtd Major General Gaudence 
Milanzi, assigned to a similar post in 
South Africa.

Prof Emmanuel Mbena on the 
other hand was appointed High 
Commissioner to Zimbabwe.

The Directorate of Presidential 
Communications at State House said 
that after swearing in the new envoys, 
the president directed them to focus on 
economic diplomacy with the view to 
bringing more investors in the country 
and enhance trade relations between 
Tanzania and their host countries.

Present at the swearing in was the 

minister of foreign Affairs and East 
African cooperation Prof Palamagamba 
Kabudi who reminded the new envoys 
the tasks at hand in representing 
Tanzania.

He reiterated to the new ambassador 
to South Africa Rtd Maj Gen Gaudence 
Milanzi that he should immediately 
embark on making sure Tanzania 
is in the forefront in the teaching of 
Kiswahili in South Africa.

Prof Mbena was reminded of the 
business potential that Tanzania has 
with Zimbabwe despite the sanctions 
by western countries on the southern 
African state.

FROM PAGE 1

Namibia trade tops list on 
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teachers, harsh climatic conditions and 
terrorism.

On Monday, Kenya National Union 
of Teachers (Knut) Secretary Wilson 
Sossion called on Education Cabinet 
Secretary George Magoha to convene 
an urgent meeting to discuss the 
security of teachers.

The union has threatened to mobilise 
tutors to leave insecure schools and 
regions even as security agencies 
issued reassurances.

“The ministry must discuss the 
security of teachers and students in our 
institutions and assure Kenyans that 
schools are safe for learning. ...We have 
in the past been assured of protection 
and action but killings have continued,” 
Sossion said in a press briefing early 
this week.

Garissa County regional education 
officer Yusuf Karayu said that they were 
consulting with the Teachers Service 
Commission (TSC) on the way forward 
after the attack.

“I am told some schools have closed 
and others are planning to close. But let 
me assure the residents and Kenyans 
that the government has very good 
plans in place to make sure we deal 
with this problem,” he said.

The state employer assured teachers 
across the country that it was working 
closely with security agencies to 
maintain safety.

Teachers from neighbouring 
Mandera County now say they are 
living in fear after three of their Garissa 
counterparts were murdered in a pre-
dawn attack the day before.

The attack which happened around 
2.30 a.m. has left teachers operating in 
the region in panic as they expressed 
fear for their lives.

The militants are said to have spared 
female teachers and a nurse during the 
attack.

After the incident, several teachers 
who survived the attack narrated how 
they narrowly escaped death at the 
hands of the militants.

Robert Kivuti, a teacher, said that he 
ran for his life towards nearby bushes 
after hearing gunshots. He was pursued 
by two attackers for close to 100 metres 
before they left him alone.

Another survivor, Ann Gideon, said 
she heard one of the attackers speaking 
Swahili and telling his counterparts to 
ensure that no one is left alive, before 
proceeding to the men’s house where 
they executed them.

Lucy Wanjiru, another teacher, had 
a young child at the time of the attack. 
She had to hide under a bed which she 
said was highly traumatising.

Just a week ago, four pupils lost their 
lives when suspected militants staged a 
dawn attack at Saretho Primary School 
in Dadaab sub-county. The attack also 
left three pupils and an officer injured.

FROM PAGE 1

Terror paralyses schools 
as teachers flee attacks

New ambassadors appointed recently take oaths before President John Magufuli and Ethics commissioner Judge (rtd) Haroid Nsekela (not in picture) at State House 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday. From left are ambassador Major General (rtd) Gaudence Milanzi, ambassador Dr. Modestus Kipilimba, ambassador Prof. Emmanuel 
Mbenna and ambassador Dr. Benson Alfred Bana. Photo: State House

Permanent Secretary in the ministry of Water Prof. Kitila Mkumbo (2nd R) inaugurates Salasala water project implemented by the Dar es Salaam Water and 
Sanitation Authority (DAWASA) in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Looking on is Dawasa Chief Executive Officer Cyprian Luhemeja (2nd R) Photo: Guardian Correspondent

TANESCO cautions 
negligent workers 

By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

ROAD communication between 
Mbeya city and Lupa Tingatinga in 
Chunya District has been restored 
following completion of repairs to 
River Lupa bridge that had collapsed 
due to heavy floods in the area forcing 
the Mbeya regional commissioner 
Albert Chalamila to temporarily close 
the bridge on December 25 last year. 

Before the closure of the bridge 

several people including a motorcyclist 
drowned while trying to cross the river.

Closure of the bridge caused 
huge transport problems for people 
travelling between Mbeya City and 
Lupa Tingatinga as vehicles were 
forced to make a detour through 
Songwe Region.

Asha Athumani, a resident of 
Makongolosi yesterday said the 
collapse of the bridge created untold 
hardships to passengers for over two 

weeks.
Mbeya Region’s Assistant TANROADS 

Engineer Magesa Mwita said repairs 
to the bridge has been completed but 
will allow vehicles of not more than 
10 tonnes in weight and pleaded with 
drivers to abide by the weight limit to 
avoid any damage to the bridge.

Speaking on behalf of the Mbeya 
Regional Commissioner, the Chunya 
District Commissioner Maryprisca 
Mahundi said the road was now open 

but warned drivers not to exceed the 10 
tonne weight limit.

She said the contractor should 
complete the new bridge in time as 
the ongoing construction of Chunya 
– Makongolosi road is expected to be 
completed in September this year.

The old bridge built in 1932 during 
the colonial period collapsed after 
a lorry owned by the same road 
contractor had exceeded weight limit, 
causing great hardship to wananchi.

Mbeya-Lupa Tingatinga road now open

By Guardian Correpondent, Morogoro

ENERGY Minister Dr Medard 
Kalemani has called upon contractors 
and engineers of the ongoing Julius 
Nyerere Hydro Power Project ( JNHPP) 
on Rufiji River to go and live in the 
project site starting January 13, 2020 
after the completion of staff houses. 

He has also directed Tanzania 
electric Supply Company (Tanesco) 
workers and those from special unit 
of consultant engineers (TECU) to also 
move to the site next month after the 
completion of their quarters.

Dr Kalemani gave the directives 
at the weekend during his tenth 
inspection visit of the project since its 
start to evaluate work progress.

He said as from now there won’t be 
any excuse for contractors’ workers to 
live far from the project area as their 

quarters are ready.
“We don’t like to see contractors’ 

workers live in Dar es Salaam while the 
work is undertaken in Rufiji, so from 
tomorrow ( January 13) all workers 
should move to the project’s site while 
Tanesco and TECU workers should 
move next month,” he said. 

He said already 8 housing blocks 
are ready with a capacity to house 192 
workers, as the main aim is to have 
more than 400 workers living in the 
project area.

In his visit Dr Kalemani has 
directed the project’s contractor to 
start transporting nine turbines and 
accessories thereof to the project area 
as had been agreed in the contract 
agreement.

He also called upon Tanesco and 
TECU staff to be patriotic in the 
verification of the quality of installed 

plants and machinery and that 
these arrive in time as per contract 
agreement.

He also stressed his earlier 
directives that forbade foreign 
workers being employed in jobs that 
can be done by Tanzanians including 
labourers, security guards, catering 
services and the like and added that 
whoever will go against the directives 
will be dealt with according to the 
contract agreement. 

“We like to see security guards from 
SUMA-JKT or from TANAPA to man the 
gates, and if a foreigner is found steps 
should be taken immediately, and I 
ask the Region’s Security and Defense 
Committee to oversee this,” Kalemani 
stressed.

Speaking about clearing of the 
project area he gave two months to 
Tanzania Forest Services Agency (TFS), 

Tanesco, TECU and others concerned 
in clearing work of the project area’s 
914 square kms to speed up as so far 
this has not been done.

He also directed TFS to employ 
people with experienced and great 
ability for the job with great speed, but 
also advised to consult JKT for that.

In the visit Dr Kalemani inspected 
the dam site, bridges, stone-crushing 
and cement mixing plants and the 
area that would installed with the nine 
turbines.

In the project’s implementation the 
contractor was paid 1.5tr/- as initial 
payment.

Earlier while on his way to the project 
site Dr Kalemani spoke with residents 
of Kisaki village and promised them 
to deal with their complaints over 
the procedure for their youths to be 
employed.

Dr Kalemani directs all workers in Rufiji power project to live at site 
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Tanzania members of the National Electoral Commission (L)  applaud with their counterparts from Malawi Electoral Commission at their meeting held in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter 

PRIME Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa has hailed 
Tanzania’s Judiciary for 
money well spent in 
the construction of its 
buildings.

Inaugurating a new 
building for Ruangwa 
district court yesterday, 
the Prime Minister said the 
decision by the Judiciary 
in opting for low cost 
construction of the court 
building is good use of 
public funds.

“The Judiciary is an 
institution that has 
supported our president 
who has been stressing 
wise expenditure of 
public funds, hence I 
congratulate the Chief 
Justice of Tanzania,” he 
said.

The building that 
comprise of two levels 
of the courts – Primary 
and District courts has 
cost 782,547,340/- which 
is small amount  as other 
contractors would have 
demanded more than 
1bn/-.

Majaliwa called upon 
court officials to continue 
to mete out justice for 
all people because the 
judiciary is an important 
pillar of the state in 
contributing the country’s 
peace. 

He thanked the Chief 
Justice in taking court 
services closer to the 
wananchi of Ruangwa 
because it will reduce 
great costs by travelling 
180 kms for court services 
in Lindi Region.

Earlier, welcoming the 
Prime Minister, Tanzania 
Chief Justice Prof Ibrahim 
Juma called upon court 
officials to mete out 
good services and must 
abandon all habits that put 
work ethics into question.

“We must remember 
that the Judiciary belongs 

Majaliwa hails Judiciary for 
good use of public funds

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE giant mining firm of Mirerani, 
the Tanzanite-One Limited has 
promised to pay all accumulated 
salaries and arrears to the workers 
who have been going without wages 
for years now after the company 
suspended its operations.

One of the company directors Faisal 
Shahbhat told journalists here that for 
starters they have given their employees 
their last December payments but in 
reality they were working to ensure 
that all past salaries are settled before 
the Tanzanite Gemstones’ mining giant 
open shop.

It has been realized that some 40 
million/- was cashed out to 70 workers, 
but according to the Company 
Secretary, Advocate Kisaka Mnzava, 
the beneficiaries account for just a few 
workers that are still hanging around 
the premises. “Security personnel, 
cleaners and kitchen help are the ones 
who got paid because they happen to 
be still in the mining area attending 
to small chores, the company used to 
have 700 employees, which means 
only 10 percent of those have remained 
at the mining premises,” he added.

Aboubakar Lombe is the Head of 
Security at Tanzanite One quarries; 
“The money paid is nothing compared 
to what we demand; many employees 
are facing serious debts and family 
problems due to delayed salaries,” he 
complained.

On his part, Elisamehe Msuya 
another worker at Tanzanite-One said 
there is some hope in getting their pay, 
now that the company has started to 
send them some ‘morsels’

Speaking at different times in 
Arusha, other employees of Tanzanite-
One Limited, which is a joint venture 
firm with the State Mining Company 
(STAMICO), expressed concerns that 
they have been living in a financial 
crisis following frozen salaries, as 
the entity faced series of problems 
regarding mining operations in the 
Mirerani Hills of Simanjiro.

Five years ago in 2014, Mr Hussein 

Gonga an Arusha-based Businessman, 
together with his partner Mr Faisal 
Shahbhat acquired 50 percent 
stake previously owned by Richland 
Resources Limited of UK which used 
to run the giant mining firm in a 
joint-venture with the State Mining 
Company (STAMICO).

Richland Resources (UK) Limited 
through its CEO Benard Olivier had 
announced its move to sell off its shares 
in the Tanzanite-One Mining Limited 
to the Sky Associated Group Limited a 
firm owned by Mr Gonga, Mr Shahbhat 
and a third partner identified as Mr 
Ridhiwan Ullah.

Hussein Gonga, previously owned 
three other mining firms; Capricorn 
Minerals, Prima Gemstones (T) 
Limited, Hugo Gems as well as Hugo 
Investments, while his partner, Mr 
Faisal Shahbhat was behind the Maruti 
Green Gems and Tanzanite Forever 
(Limited).

The two Tanzanians struck deal 
with Ridhiwan Ulla an Asian who is 
the name behind the International 
Gemstone Dealers Africa and Success 
Gems Limited of Hong-Kong.

Sky Associate Group (SAG) Limited 
inherited all assets, stock and liabilities 
estimated at 32 billion/- from Richland 
Resources and the new company has 
settled TML debts.

Following a comprehensive review 
of the strategic options available 
Richland Resources (UK), the gemstone 
producer and developer, through 
Broker RFC Ambrian, jettisoned its 
tanzanite mining and exploration in 
Mirerani (Manyara) and cutting and 
beneficiation operations in Arusha 
City as well as its license interests in 
Tanzania to focus on its Australian 
assets. The TML, formerly known 
as African Gemstone (AFGEM) and 
Mirerani Mining Limited (MML) before 
that, is a consortium entrusted by State 
Mining Company (STAMICO) which is a 
government institution and Tanzanite 
One Limited (a company owned by 
Richland Resources) to run the mining 
areas in Mirerani Hills of Simanjiro 
District.

Tanzanite-One promises to settle 
accumulated employees’ salaries 
and arrears in 2020 - official

to the wananchi hence they 
have the right of receiving 
exemplary service, hence 
we should work to satisfy 
the wananchi’s expectations 
while seeking justice,” he 
said.

The Chief Justice called 
on the wananchi to use 

the courts to resolve their 
conflicts. He said also have 
the right by law to resolve 
their issues amicably before 
filing a case in court.

He also called upon the 
wananchi and court officials 
to protect the building’s 
infrastructures so that they 

last long. 
He also asked the 

government to establish 
courts whenever it 
establishes administrative 
centres as this will help in 
taking court service in every 
ward, division, district and 
region.

By Guardian Reporter

DELEGATION from Malawi’s National 
Electoral Commission (MEC) has made 
a working visit at the offices of their 
Tanzanian counterparts – the National 
Electoral Commission (NEC) aimed 
at exchanging notes in the conduct of 
elections.

The 11-man delegation lead by MEC 
Chairperson, Dr Jane Ansah met and 

held talks with NEC officials on various 
issues in the conduct of elections in the 
two countries.

Speaking at the joint meeting 
NEC Chairman Appeals Court Judge 
(Retd.) Semistocles Kaijage expressed 
his pleasure to the visit of their 
Malawian counterparts to share their 
experiences. 

He said: “Tanzania and Malawi 
are members of Union of Electoral 

Commissions in the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
whose one of its aims to build capacity 
for the supervision of elections, I am 
pleased that you have elected to come 
to Tanzania to learn and exchange 
experiences.”  

On her part MEC Chairperson Jane 
Ansah thanked NEC for making the 
joint meeting a great success as many 
basic issues were discussed. She said 

the discussions brought up many basic 
issues on both sides.

He added: “We are returning back 
home with great understanding on 
matters relating to the conduct of 
elections, especially on the procedures 
of demarcation of constituencies.

MEC delegation comprised its 
Chairperson, five commissioners, 
Director of elections and four other 
officials.

Malawi electoral body visits 
NEC, hold discussions in Dar
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Ubungo interchange flyover project is going on well as the Chinese company employess work on three lanes as captured yesterday. Photo: Guardian Photographer  

By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu, Kilosa

NGOISANI hamlet residents at 
Parakuyo village, Kilosa district in 
Morogoro region have complained 
that the waste water  sites at Ngoisani 
is polluting   air, sources of water and 
the environment at large as a result had 
posed health hazards.

They said mismanagement of the 
open sites which contains faeces from 
mobile toilets produce foul smell 
that have turned annoyance to both 
residents and other people who cross 
over the site for their daily activities.

Speaking to the Guardian over 
the weekend, the Ngoisani hamlet 
chairman Kokani Steti said that the 
waste water disposal sites which are 
used by SGR workers have flooded, 
causing dangerous and risk for their 
health and cattle.

“Communities around this area are 
not safe anymore. Some cattle such as 
cows are suffering from scald, some 
pastoralists have their skin peel off 
and at times because the cow drink 
contaminated waste water, the milk 
produced from the cows have also 
been affected,” they said.

 He said that the residents were not 
involved during planning and using 
the site adding that if they could seek 
their advice, they would have advised 
them to re-allocate the waste water 

disposal site to another area far from 
the peoples residence.

Parakuyo hamlet chairman said 
when the heavy rainfall come, normally 
the waste water disposal site floods 
Mkata river which flows into Wami 
river saying it is very dangerous for the 
lives of the downstream users.

Sought for comments Morogoro 
Regional Environmental Advisor 
Venance Soza said that it was the new 
information, promising to find solution 
to the problem as soon as possible.

He said that the region has been 
trying its best to make sure that the SGR 
works are conducted smoothly while 
observing the environment as per the 
environmental management plan. 

“This is a new information that you 
are telling me. We need to find solution. 
We have received other complaints 
from the residents living along the 
SGR such as noise and dust caused by 
crushing stones.   

Contacted for comments, Morogoro 
regional Commissioner Loata Sanare 
directed the regional medical officer 
and the regional environmental 
department to make sure that they go 
to the waste water disposal site and 
solve the problem. “I am meeting them 
soon (SGR staff ), I will talk to them but 
also I will visit the site this next week 
(this week) and see how we can address 
this matter,” he said.

By Guardian Reporter, Mtwara

THE Minister for Livestock and 
Fisheries, Luhaga Mpina has directed 
the owner of the fishing trawler ‘Buah 
Naga 1’ that was seized for illegal fishing 
in national waters of the Indian Ocean 
to immediately move it from Mtwara 
Port to give room for other activities at 
the port as the court had already given 
its ruling on the matter. 

Speaking immediately after he 
visited the ship owned by a Malaysian 
national, Mpina said the seizure of the 

trawler and for the court to mete out 
a 20 years jail sentence or payment 
of 1bn/- is enough proof that the 
government is serious in protecting its 
resources including those in the sea,. 

He said the fishing trawler was the 
second to be seized in the Indian Ocean 
whereas in 2009 another trawler 
‘Tawariq 1’ was seized by the then 
Minister for Livestock Development 
and Fisheries Dr John Magufuli as it was 
conducting illegal fishing in Tanzania 
waters. 

He said after Dr Magufuli seized 

the trawler, ten years passed before 
another ship was seized when he 
is president showing that Tanzania 
refuses to let anyone come to fish in its 
waters.

He said the punishment meted 
out by the court should be a lesson 
and a serious message for owners of 
other fishing vessels to conduct their 
activities by abiding by the country’s 
laws.

In December 2018 the High Court in 
Mtwara gave judgment on three people 
including two foreign national and one 

Mpina orders removal of seized fishing vessel from Mtwara port

‘Waste sites pose health hazards’

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR’S Commissioner of Police 
Mohamed Hassan Haji has said the 
technological advances and use of 
social networks has contributed to the 
decrease of incidences of gender and 
child abuse in the Isles.

Speaking to reporters at the 
weekend, he said in 2019   such 
incidents had  substantially decline 
due to many people becoming aware 
of their adverse effects.

He said after the wananchi became 
well conversant on the matter, they 
have been reporting them whenever 
they see them happen – including rape, 
sodomy and child abuse.

He said a total of 826 incidents were 
reported in 2029 compared to 786 in 
2028.

The Police Commissioner said 787 
suspects of the  crimes were arrested in 
2029 some of which case files  pending  
in courts, while others  were still with 
the Director of Public Prosecutions and 
some were still under investigations.

He explained that other reason that 

contributes to the commissioning of 
the  offences is social decay, lack of 
adequate education on the adverse 
effects of their acts as well as beliefs in 
superstition.

He said the police will continue 
to fight the vice and to ensure all 
perpetrators are brought to justice.

He said one of huge tasks facing the 
police is completion of investigations 
as quick as possible for the criminals to 
appear in court.

In 2018, a total of 942 GBV cases were 
reported to the Police Gender and 
Children’s Desks in Zanzibar, a slight 
decrease from the 1,041 cases reported 
in 2017.

Ending violence against women 
and children is a critical pillar of 
the Zanzibar joint programme 
that was launched in August 2018 
– a development collaboration 
between the United Nations and the 
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar.  
The programme will be implemented 
in Unguja and Pemba (main islands of 
the Zanzibar Archipelago) from 2018-
2021.

Many people now report 
incidences of gender, child 
abuse – Z’bar police chief

Tanzanian to serve 20 years in jail or 
1bn/- fine after they were found guilty 
of fishing in Tanzania waters.

They were arrested during 
“NMATT Operation’ conducted by the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries in 
collaboration with other state owned 
vessels with 90kgs of sharks fins 
without its bodies in contravention 
with the laws and were fined 770m/- 
on the spot without going to court. 
However they went to court to oppose 
the fine.

The Judgment given by High Court 
Judge Mtwara Zone, Lilian Mashaka 
saw the accused pleading to the offense 
and they were fined accordingly.

Judge Mashaka mentioned the 
accused as ship’s Captain Han Ming 
Chuan, Chinese national, owner of the 
vessel Dato Seri Lee, Malaysian national 
and Abubakar Salum, the ship’s agent, a 
Tanzanian national.

In the case, No 2 of 2008 the 
Government was represented by 
Principal State Attorney Peter Maugo, 
Senior State Attorney Ladislaus 
Komanya and State Attorney Wankyo 
Simon.

The High Court ordered the ship and 
the fish be returned to owners and the 
shark’s fins be destroyed by fire.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mukuranga

IMPROMPTU visits to establishments, 
especially industries, will be a 
permanent feature on the calendar of 
activities of the environment ministry 
to ensure all establishments adhere 
to the Environment Management Act 
2004 and its Regulations, Minister 
of State in the Vice-President’s Office 
(Union and Environment) George 
Simbachawene, promised here.

Speaking at the premises of 
Kisemvule-based Fujian Hexingwang 
metal industries, Mkurunga district,   
Simbachawene said surprise visits to 
industries will be sustained because, 
he said, experience showed that some 
industry owners established industries 
without exhausting the environment 
impact assessment procedure and 
those who met conditions were 
currently violating the law. He 
thanked investors respecting the law, 
but said discrepancies would not go 
unpunished.

“I promise to sustain surprise visits 
countrywide for a simple clear reason: 
to ensure industries that are established 
do not harm environment or 
inconvenience host communities. We 
welcome and encourage establishment 

of new industries because that is our 
national goal. However, establishment 
of industries must be in line with EMA 
2004 and its Regulations,” the minster 
emphasised.

The minister visited the Fujian 
industry without notice following 
complaints of the people in the area 
that owners of the plant were not 
complying with the law.  At the end of 
his visit, the minister slapped a one-
month ban on production until owners 
meet all environment protection 
details to the satisfaction of the 
National Environmental Management 
Council (NEMC). NEMC is Tanzania’s 
environment protection watchdog.

He said the ministry and NEMC will 
keep a watch on all establishments and 
violators of the law would be punished, 
he warned, explaining that the most 
recurrent violations include poor 
physical infrastructure/ air pollution  
and releasing untreated waste into 
environment.

Mr Simbachawene said the 
government was serious about having 
new industries and improving existing 
ones but emphasised that industries 
would not be started or run at the cost 
of environment or to the detriment of 
the health of the people.

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro 

MOROGORO District Commissioner 
Regina Chonjo has called on 
stakeholders in defense of women 
rights to liaise with the government’s 
efforts to ensure the women are 
protected against all forms of 
discrimination and to participate in 
their own development.

She gave the call when adjourning a 

meeting of national stakeholders who 
met in Morogoro aimed to improve 
the Report by the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against 
women (CEDAW).

Chonjo hailed the stakeholders 
for the achievements made by the 

Tanzania Government in preventing 
discrimination against women and 
girls for the period 2015 to 2019.

She said the female population in 
Tanzania is big as compared to male 
and said 80 percent of them live in 
rural areas hence it was important 

to protect women against all forms 
of discrimination as well as against 
gender based violence (GBV) 

She mentioned government efforts 
in fighting against GBV as including 
establishing Gender and Children’s 
Desks at police stations aimed to get 

appropriate service and added that 
the Desks have increased wananchi’s 
resolve to report on ant acts of violence 
against women and children.

She mentioned centres for GBV and 
children abuse victims in six regions 
of Tanzania Mainland – Dar es Salaam, 

Coast, Mwanza, Mbeya, Iringa and 
Shinyanga all of which have been doing 
well so far.

Assistant Director for Gender 
Development Mboni Mgaza explained 
that this was the ninth Report on the 
implantation of CEDAW and will be 
tabled to the United Nations in March 
2020 and will be attached with special 
reports for Tanzania Mainland and 
Zanzibar.

Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac Institute managing director Prof. Mohamed Janabi talks to JKCI workers at the first meeting in 2020 aimed to continue providing quality 
services to the public held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Anna Nkinda

Minister promises to 
sustain impromptu
visits to industries 
to save environment

Women rights defenders should work with govt - call
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By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

THE Prevention and Combating of Corruption Bureau 
(PCCB) in Coast Region has succeeded to rescue and return 
217,481,498/- that was erroneously paid out by some officials 
of Agricultural Marketing Cooperative Societies (AMCOS) 
and other crops Boards.

Presenting PCCB report covering three months to reporters 
here, the Acting PCCB Head for Coast Region Sadiki Nombo 
said the money has been returned in Mkuranga, Kibiti, Rufiji 
and Kisarawe districts.

Nombo said out of the amount rescued only 67,908,958/- 
was paid to the right farmers in Kibiti district.

He said 16,275,000/- was paid to farmers in Rufiji district 
making a total of 84,183,958/- that was returned to farmers 
that were short-paid.

He said the plot used in the embezzlement include paying 
some farmers twice for one consignment of cashew nuts 
crop.

“But there were also some farmers who took their crops to 
primary cooperatives but were not paid as their names were 
missing in the documentation to show their crops had been 
received,” he added.

He said in the three months period 13 development 
projects valued at 2,537,912,252/30 were inspected whereas 
three were found to have deficiencies in their accounts and 
investigations were initiated thereon. 

He said in some projects, the deficiencies include 
transfer of funds to other projects without following 
proper procedures, while others showed very high cost of 
implementation compared to the actual work done.

“In Mafia District there is an external toilet built at the 
District’s State House at a cost of 32m/- but when you examine 
it you will discover the actual money spent,” Nombo said.

He said it is PCCB’s responsibility to ensure the country’s 
development projects are beneficial and bring intended 
results.

By Beatrice Philemon

AUTHORITIES in Mafia are working on possibilities to 
create an enabling environment for small and medium 
entrepreneurs (SMEs) engaged in handcraft making, food 
processing sub-sector and organic cosmetics manufacturing  
so that they can benefit from their economic ventures.

Mafia District Commissioner Shaib Nnunduma says 
the main goal was to assist them to market and sell their 
products to tourists and other visitors who visit in Mafia to 
see the tourist’s attractions.

“Right now we invite SMEs engaged in those sectors to 
come in our office so that we can discuss together and find 
special area that will be suitable for them to market what 
they have to tourists and other people,” he noted.

He says, they don’t want to allocate special area for them 
without involving them, because they can allocate an area 
that is not good for them and later on fail to market and 
benefit from what they have.

“Let us allow them to select the best area they need and as 
a district management we will allocate it for them to allow 
them benefit from the products they have,” he noted.

Apart from that through this programme it will be easy 
for them to be recognized by the district for what they did 
socially and economically, benefit from loan services and 
training offered for SMEs and  get an opportunity to attend 
different trade fairs across the country.

The majority of SMEs in Mafia fail to secure markets for 
what they have because they don’t come in our office to say 
what they need from the district, they just do their businesses 
as they wish.

For her part, Husuni Makunga a woman entrepreneur 
producing cosmetics products in Mafia added that through 
the knowledge gained from ActionAid Tanzania so far 
women have already made traditional accessories products, 
handcrafts, organic coconut value added products including 
coconut oil, lotion and other cosmetics including seaweed 
products that sell it within mafia district due to lack of 
transport.

According to her, women entrepreneurs in Mafia have 
failed to exploit the lucrative market in Dar es Salaam market 
because of transport and logistics.

Makunga also said because of the poor capacity of the 
dhows and wooden boats, business women are sometimes 
stranded on high seas with broken down vessels which 
endangers their lives while damage their property.

“Although ActionAid Tanzania has trained us on 
entrepreneurship skills and how to produce high quality 
products free of charge, we are yet to benefit from the skills 
acquired because much of our earnings are directed to 
pay transport and district council taxes,” she noted while 
revealing that most of the vessels are aged and dilapidated.

“Travelling between Mafia and Nyamisati in Rufiji district 
takes days,” said Makunga who explained that as a result, their 
merchandise which include organic cosmetics products like 
coconut oil, lotion and other cosmetics attract high fares. 

PCCB rescues 217.4m/- 
erroneously paid out 
by AMCOS officials

Mafia authorities 
strategise means to 
improve SMEs welfare 
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Coasco calls upon coops leaders to
submit audit reports, pay fees timely 

By Beatrice Philemon

SLOW Food—a global network of 
local communities has launched the  
worldwide Campaign dubbed:  ‘Meat 
the Change campaign’ to change 
people’s meat –eating habits, with the 
aim of reaching people all over the 
world, thanks to its network of activists 
in 160 countries and the support of its 
organizational structure.

A statement issued by Giulia Capaldi 
and Paola Nano from Slow Food Office 
indicate that the aim of the campaign 
is to raise awareness of the importance 
of reducing meat consumption, the 
associated benefits for the environment 
and human health, and to support the 
farmers who raise animals in harmony 
with nature, with respect for animal 
welfare and ecosystems.

Apart from that the campaign aims 
to encourage people to reflect on the 
consequences of their food choices.

The Meat the Change campaign 
has been developed in collaboration 
with Meatless Monday, a non-profit 
initiative whose goal is to reduce meat 
consumption by 15% both for our 
health and the health of the planet.

 Slow Food is a global network of 
local communities founded in 1989 to 
prevent the disappearance of local food 
cultures and traditions and counteract 
the rise of fast food culture.

 Since its founding, Slow Food 
has grown into a global movement 
involving millions of people in over 
160 countries, working to ensure that 
everyone has access to good, clean and 
fair food. Slow Food is the umbrella 
organisation responsible for guiding 
the entire movement.

Emphasizing on what exactly does 
“being Slow” mean, it says it means 
eating less meat, of better quality. 
Sustainable farming guarantees quality 
meat because it puts the welfare of the 
animals first, leaving them free to move 
around in open pastures and feeding 
them with organic feed. 

“Being Slow” also means having 
a lower environmental impact: 
sustainable farming contributes to the 

reduction of deforestation, land use, 
desertification,“ it says.

Also it can help to save biodiversity 
and improve soil fertility. A lower 
number of animals, when raised on 
pastures, have less impact on the 
climate.

 In this sense, the campaign promotes 
an environmentally- and climate-
friendly lifestyle, starting with a lower 
consumption of meat, and of better, 
slower meat.

 The over-consumption of meat from 
intensive, industrial livestock farming 
is a serious problem, as demonstrated 
by numerous studies and surveys.

According to FAO, the livestock 
sector is responsible for 14.5 per cent of 
total greenhouse gas emissions, while 
one third of the world’s cultivated land 
is used to produce the billion tonnes 
of feed required to feed these animals: 
mainly soy and maize monocultures.

 Then there are the water resources 
required as 23 per cent of our globally-
available fresh water is used for livestock 
farming.  The intensive farms have also 
a strong impact on ecosystems in terms 
of pollution from livestock manure and 
methane emissions.

 The animals that live and die in 
this system are considered as nothing 
more than simple meat machines, 
with no regard for their welfare or the 
distressing conditions in which they 
live.

 The ultimate result is the production 
of cheap, poor quality meat that has 
a negative impact on public health, 
which contributes to antimicrobial 
resistance and to an increase in cancer 
and heart diseases.

 If global annual meat consumption 
doubles between now and 2050 as FAO 
has predicted - from over 250 million 
tonnes of meat to 500 million tonnes, 
the system will collapse.  “The global 
industrial farming model forces us to 
deal with unsustainable environmental 
and social costs. We need to rethink of 
our consumption in order to imagine 
a better future and consumer choices 
are crucial to influence and direct the 
market supply.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

COOPERATIVE Audit and 
Supervision Corporation (COASCO) 
has called on cooperatives board 
leaders to submit audit reports and pay 
annual fees on time as required by law.

Speaking here over the weekend, 
Coasco auditor for the southern 
highlands, Peter Lema said there are 
many cooperatives which are reluctant 
to submit their audited reports and 
settling their fees.

Due to this, Lema said Coasco 
inspected 356 cooperatives for 
2018/2019 in order to identify coops 
which are operating against the law 
governing their operations.

Lema said that according to 
corporate law, cooperative boards 

are responsible for keeping records 
and making sure that records are 
submitted to the auditor immediately 
after calculating the relevant 
cooperative.

He noted that if the cooperative 
accounts will not be submitted timely 
within three months after the annual’s 
financial statement, it is clear that 
members of the corporative boards 
will be held responsible.

“You are all aware that members of 
the cooperative boards can lose their 
posts if they fail to submit their annual 

financial statements within three 
months,” he said.

He said the law demands them to do 
so, some cooperative board members 
have been delaying to submit their 
information purposely, as well as failing 
to pay their cooperative fees on time.

 “Coasco, at the region level, is 
supposed to conduct audits within 
those cooperatives regardless of 
whether the cooperative has paid the 
fee or has not paid,” he added.

He said the cooperative boards are 
required to submit corporate reports 

annually for the purpose of auditing 
and that any corporate board that fails 
to submit to the board members lack 
qualifications to be in office.

He said many cooperatives in the 
country are in the private sector 
and that the government has been 
responsible for managing them 
ensuring they comply with the 
country’s law and regulations.

Coasco has been working in 
accordance with Act No. 15 of 1982 
to ensure that all cooperatives are 
inspected.

Slow Food launches ‘Meat 
the Change’ campaign 

A second hand socks vendor Neema Godfrey (L) of Mbauda market in Arusha attends to her customer yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Woinde Shizza
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

R
ESEARCH on the tedious 
treatment of tuberculosis, 
which routinely requires 
over 60 dozes of medicine 

without fail may soon get a break if 
reported new openings from Irish 
scientists prove to be effective.  They 
have discovered a way to improve 
treatment for tuberculosis by taking a 
shot at what causes, fortifies resistance 
of the TB bacterium by isolating its 
genetic defences and directing vaccines 
to that point.

TB is a disease due to an infection 
from a bacterium, mycobacterium 
tuberculosis. Scientists say it is one 
of the oldest known diseases and 
still it remains the world’s deadliest 
infectious disease. Most of us know 
how terrible that disease is, as we see 
affected people more or less routinely, 
but happily we also see some getting 
effectively cured.

UN agencies affirm that while TB 
is rampant in Africa, the growing 
problem of antibiotic resistance is 
posing a significant threat worldwide. 
The diseased infects lung macrophage 
cells and then manipulates them to 
its benefit, creating a safe home for it 
to hide out unperturbed, sometimes 
for years. That means it takes up 
the biochemical environment it has 
invaded to suit its needs, evidently by 
adapting to that environment, creating 
enzymes that tally with it.

The good news is that scientists from 
Trinity University in the Irish Republic 
have discovered both how TB puts the 
brakes on our immune systems and 
how we can kick-start them back into 
gear. It means reversing the adaptation 
mechanism of the bacterium, and thus 
medicine work as it is supposed to be. 
This development has generated new 
hope that improved treatment options 
could soon be on the horizon, setting 
out to manufacturers for affordable 
drugs.

The scientists essentially examined 
how lung immunity assuring cells, 
how they behave during infection, 
with the reports saying that the work 
illustrates how simple sugar or glucose 
enhances macrophages’ anti-bacterial 
activities. Persistent infection of 
these macrophages with TB hampers 
our glucose-filled engines, which in 
effect shuts down the body’s natural 
response to infection, allowing the 
bacteria to hide undisturbed. Tailing 
the path of infection is what led the 
team of scientists to focus on the crucial 
processes of bacterial adaptivity.

A leading scientist said that the team 
found that when TB-infected cells are 
treated with a key ‘interferon gamma 
protein signal’ normally produced 
following vaccination, it works. The 
effect is that it removes the malignany 
microRNA to effectively relieve the 
brake and restore our normal immune 
response, the scientist underlined. 
Ribonucleic acid (RNA) is a multiple use 
molecule essential in various biological 
roles in coding, decoding, regulation 
and expression of genes. RNA and DNA 
are nucleic acids which beef up the 
work of basic nutritious material in our 
bodies, and thus are essential building 
blocks of living things. 

As it is evidently the case, the 
research could have major implications 
for the future treatment of TB. The 
Irish team says that what is particularly 
promising from a societal impact 
perspective is that as well as increasing 
our knowledge of how TB corrupts our 
normal immune response to infection, 
identification of the microRNA-21 shall 
enable scientists to develop improved 
immunotherapies or vaccine strategies 
to help in the fight against TB infection.

It is thus a point where local research 
comes up, as the rest is applied 
research and even use of existing 
medicine to target that particular zone 
of the infection mechanism. 

Local scientists should track lung 
cells targeting in treating TB 

By Special Correspondent

E
thiopia has the largest 
livestock population in 
Africa with 56.7 million 
cattle, including 12.65 million 

milking cows and the programme 
intervention builds on the priorities 
set in the national plan for the sector 
to bring about radical change in both 
sedentary agriculture and pastoral 
areas.

Ministry of Trade and Industry 
announced that Ethiopia has lifted-up 
the tax imposed on export of pickled 
and white blue leather products since 
January 06/2020 to rescue the sector.

Briefing the media on Wednesday 
State Minister Teka Gebreyesus 
stated that the implementation of tax 
on export of semi-finished leather 
products has seriously affected the 
sector.

Meanwhile Teka noted that since the 
tax imposed on the sector was high and 
identified as the main factor for the 
sector’s failure, government decides 
to lift the tax on exporting of pickled, 
white blue and crest products in 
accordance with 61/2012 proclamation 
implemented since Monday January 
06/2020.

Ethiopian Raw Hides and Skin 
Suppliers’ Association President 
Berhanu Abate noted that although 
Ethiopian hides and skin are most 
preferred, taxation appeared to 
be potential hazard for the sectors 
performance. According to him, 
80 percent of hide and skin traders 
withdrew from the leather industry 
following the enforcement of the tax. 
(The Ethiopian Herald)

World Bank cuts Ethiopia GDP 
forecast to 6.3% for 2020 fiscal year

The World Bank has cut Ethiopia’s 
economic growth forecast to 6.3 
percent for the 2020 fiscal year, down 
from an earlier estimate of 9.0 percent, 
citing the growing debt burden of state-
owned firms and a worsening security 
situation.

Ethiopia’s central bank earlier this 
week forecast the economy would 
expand by 10.8 percent in its 2019/20 
fiscal year that ends in July, up from 
nine percent in the previous year.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed (PhD), 
who came to power in 2018, has started 
ambitious economic reforms aimed 
at opening up one of Africa’s fastest-
growing but most closed economies.

The government says the first sector 
to be liberalized will be telecom.

It plans to issue two telecoms licenses 
to multinational mobile companies this 
year, ending a state monopoly. It has 
also pledged to gradually liberalize its 
exchange rate.

Ethnic violence in Ethiopia has 
displaced more than 2.7 million people 
over the past two years. (Reuters)

United bids farewell to CEO
United Bank SC bid farewell to 

its former CEO, Taye Dibekulu, on 
Saturday January 4, 2020 at the Hilton 

Addis. The event was attended by 
the Bank’s Board of Directors, higher 
officials and invited guests. The Bank 
recognized Taye Dibekulu’s years of 
service with an appreciation note from 
the Board Chairman and the current 
acting CEO.

During the event, Taye was awarded 
with a Toyota Land Cruiser V8 which 
he has been driving while serving as 
CEO of the Bank, a net amount of half 
a million birr and a gold chain necklace 
that has the logo of the Bank. The event 
was highlighted with Taye Dibekulu’s 
remark of good wishes to the Bank 
and commitment to stand with the 
bank and offer his support whenever 
required.

United Bank is a full service Bank 
that offers its customers a wide range 
of commercial banking services with 
a network of 288 Branches and seven 
sub-branches. (Press Release)

Abiy honored with Equatorial 
Guinea’s highest national accolade

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed (PhD) 
has been honored with Equatorial 
Guinea’s highest national accolade.

The award is in recognition for his 
contribution for peace at home and the 
African continent.

During the visit, the Prime Minister 
and President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo held discussion on bilateral 
issues of mutual concern.

They exchanged views on how to 
strengthen relations between the two 
countries.

The two countries also signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
to cooperate in areas of culture and 
tourism.

The Prime Minister also visited the 
country’s oil refinery and riverside 
development project.

After concluding his visit to 
Equatorial Guinea, the Prime Minister 
traveled to South Africa for a two-day 
official state visit.

The visit aims to strengthen the 
diplomatic relations between the two 
countries and elevate their ties to a 
strategic level.

During his visit, the Prime Minister 
met with South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, other senior government 
officials and Ethiopian nationals 
residing there. (FBC)

 Leather and Leather Products 
•	 The sector is one of the 

leading manufacturing sectors for 
Ethiopia.

•	 Currently, Ethiopia is 
exporting mainly finished leather 
followed by growing shoe exports. 
Other leather items including gloves, 
bags and small leather articles have a 
large potential for exponential growth.

•	 The recent expansion in 
leather gloves production is proof of 
existing capacity as well as the potential 
to export with a steady growth of 
volume and value.

•	 More than 75 domestic and 
foreign leather and leather product 
factories have invested in Ethiopia.

•	 Export of leather, which was 
US $ 23 million in 2013 reaches US $ 133 
million in 2018.

Policy and Strategy
•	 In the GTP II, the leather 

sector export and employment target 
by 2020 is USD 800 million and 59,580, 
respectively,

•	 Since 2012, the government 
has discouraged export of hides and 
skins to boost exports of value-added 
products.  

Key Reasons for Investing
•	 Ethiopia has a cattle 

population of more than 53 million, 
and sheep and goat population of 25.5 
and 24.1 million, respectively. This 
makes Ethiopia the 1st from Africa 
and the 9th from the world in its cattle 
population which enable the country 
to have a strong raw material base for 
the leather industry.

•	 Only 50% of hides and skins 
potential are being utilized currently.

•	 Ethiopia has a potential for 
price competitive and quality supply of 
skins and hides: The Ethiopia highland 
sheepskins have got a worldwide 
reputation in terms of quality, 
thickness, flexibility, strength, compact 
structure, and a clean inner surface. 

Investment Opportunities
•	 Tanning of hides and skins up 

to finished level;
•	 Manufacturing of luggage 

(such as handbags), saddle and harness 
items, footwear, and garments; and

•	 Integrated tanning and 
manufacturing activities.

•	 Ethiopia  officially the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is a 
country in the Horn of Africa. It shares 
borders with Eritrea to the north, 
Djibouti to the northeast, Somalia to 
the east, Sudan and South Sudan to 
the west, and Kenya to the south. With 
over 102 million inhabitants, Ethiopia 
is the most populous landlocked 
country in the world and the second-
most populous nation on the African 
continent. It occupies a total area of 
1,100,000 square kilometres (420,000 
sq mi), and its capital and largest city is 
Addis Ababa.  

•	 Some of the oldest skeletal 
evidence for anatomically modern 
humans has been found in Ethiopia.  
It is widely considered as the region 
from which modern humans first set 
out for the Middle East and places 
beyond. According to linguists, the 
first Afroasiatic-speaking populations 
settled in the Horn region during the 
ensuing Neolithic era.   Tracing its roots 
to the 2nd millennium BC, Ethiopia’s 
governmental system was a monarchy 
for most of its history. In the first 
centuries AD, the Kingdom of Aksum 
maintained a unified civilization in 
the region, followed by the Ethiopian 
Empire circa 1137. During the late 19th-
century Scramble for Africa, Ethiopia 
was one of two nations to retain its 
sovereignty from long-term colonialism 
by a European colonial power. Many 
newly-independent nations on the 

continent subsequently adopted its 
flag colours. The country was occupied 
by Italy in 1936 and became Italian 
Ethiopia (part of the Italian East Africa) 
until 1941. Ethiopia was also the first 
independent member from Africa of 
the 20th-century League of Nations 
and the United Nations. In 1974, the 
Ethiopian monarchy under Haile 
Selassie was overthrown by the Derg, 
a communist military government 
backed by the Soviet Union. In 1987, 
the Derg established the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 
but it was overthrown in 1991 by the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front, which has been the 
ruling political coalition since. 

•	 Ethiopia and Eritrea use the 
ancient Ge’ez script, which is one of 
the oldest alphabets still in use in the 
world. The Ethiopian calendar, which 
is approximately seven years and three 
months behind the Gregorian calendar, 
co-exists alongside the Borana 
calendar. A majority of the population 
adheres to Christianity (mainly the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church 
and P’ent’ay), whereas around a third 
follows Islam (primarily Sunni). The 
country is the site of the Migration 
to Abyssinia and the oldest Muslim 
settlement in Africa at Negash. A 
substantial population of Ethiopian 
Jews, known as Bete Israel, also resided 
in Ethiopia until the 1980s. Ethiopia is 
a multilingual nation with around 80 
ethnolinguistic groups, the four largest 
of which are the Oromo, Amhara, 
Somali and Tigrayans. Most people in 
the country speak Afroasiatic languages 
of the Cushitic or Semitic branches. 
Additionally, Omotic languages are 
spoken by ethnic minority groups 
inhabiting the southern regions. Nilo-
Saharan languages are also spoken by 
the nation’s Nilotic ethnic minorities. 

•	 The nation is a land of natural 
contrasts, with its vast fertile west, its 
forests, and numerous rivers, and the 
world’s hottest settlement of Dallol 
in its north. The Ethiopian Highlands 
are the largest continuous mountain 
ranges in Africa, and the Sof Omar 
Caves contains the largest cave on 
the continent. Ethiopia also has the 
most UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 
Africa. Additionally, the sovereign state 
is a founding members of the UN, the 
Group of 24 (G-24), the Non-Aligned 
Movement, G-77 and the Organisation 
of African Unity. Its capital city Addis 
Ababa serves as the headquarters of 
the African Union, the Pan African 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, the African 
Standby Force, and many of the global 
NGOs focused on Africa. In the 1970s 
and 1980s, Ethiopia experienced civil 
conflicts and communist purges, which 
hindered its economy. The country 
has since recovered and now has the 
largest economy (by GDP) in East 
Africa, having the largest population in 
the region.

Ethiopia lifts-up tax on export of semi-finished leather products

Africa’s warm climate is conducive to growing 
sorghum: It remains a crucial staple food

S
orghum is a genus of 
flowering plants in the grass 
family Poaceae. Seventeen 
of the 25 species are native 

to Australia,  with the range of some 
extending to Africa, Asia, Mesoamerica, 
and certain islands in the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans.  One species is grown 
for grain, while many others are used 
as fodder plants, either cultivated 
in warm climates worldwide or 
naturalised, in pasture lands.  Sorghum 
is in the subfamily panicoideae and the 
tribe andropogoneae (the tribe of big 
bluestem and sugarcane). 

The largest area of sorghum 
production is in India, followed by 
Nigeria, Sudan and Niger. Fifty three 
percent of the world’s production area 
is located in sub-Saharan Africa. ... In 
Western and Central Africa the area 
devoted to sorghum has more than 
doubled since the 1970s, but yields 
have not grown at the same rate.

One species, Sorghum bicolor,  native 
to Africa with many cultivated forms 
now,  is an important crop worldwide, 
used for food (as grain and in sorghum 
syrup or  sorghum molasses ), animal 
fodder, the production of alcoholic 
beverages, and biofuels. Most varieties 
are drought- and heat-tolerant, and are 
especially important in arid regions, 
where the grain is one of the staples for 
poor and rural people. These varieties 
form important components of forage 
in many tropical regions. S. bicolor 
is an important food crop in Africa, 
Central America, and South Asia, and 
is the fifth-most important cereal crop 
grown in the world.  Global demand 
for sorghum increased dramatically 
between 2013 and 2015 when China 
began purchasing US sorghum crops to 
use as livestock feed as a substitute for 
domestically grown corn.  

A new study that examines the 
genetics behind the bitter taste of some 
sorghum plants and one of Africa’s 
most reviled bird species illustrates 
how human genetics, crops and the 
environment influence one another in 

the process of plant domestication.
The study untangles these factors to 

create a more complete look at crop 
domestication than is possible in other 
major crops, said Xianran Li, an adjunct 
associate professor in the Iowa State 
University Department of Agronomy 
and corresponding author of the 
paper. The study, published recently 
in the scientific journal Nature Plants, 
looked at how human genetics, and the 
presence of bird species with a taste for 
sorghum seeds might have influenced 
the traits farmers in Africa selected in 
their crops over thousands of years. 
The unique geographic distribution in 
Africa of sorghum plants that contain 
condensed tannins, or biomolecules 
that often induce a bitter taste, 
provided one side of a “domestication 
triangle” that helped the researchers 
piece together the domestication 
puzzle, Li said.

Sorghum is a cereal crop first 
domesticated in Africa that remains a 
staple food throughout the continent. 
The researchers noted that sorghum 
varieties with high levels of tannins 
commonly grow in eastern and 
southern Africa, while western African 
farmers tend to prefer varieties with 
low tannin content. In contrast, 
domestication processes in other 
continents removed condensed 
tannins from most other cereal crops, 
such as wheat, rice and corn, due to the 
bitter taste they produce.

The research team grew sorghum 
varieties with and without tannin and 
analyzed publicly available datasets 
on human genetics and wild bird 
populations in Africa to untangle how 
these factors interact with one another 
to influence the domestication of 
sorghum in Africa. The experiments 
involving sorghum grown in Iowa 
found sparrows would feed on the 
seeds of plants without tannin but 
left alone the cultivars that contained 
tannin, reinforcing the concept that 
herbivore threats to sorghum crops 
prefer non-tannin varieties.
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Cybersecurity threats call for global response

China, Myanmar to jointly carry forward friendship 
and create new chapter of friendly cooperation

United Nations reforms-
from ideas to actions

WASHINGTON DC

L
ast March, Operation Taiex 
led to the arrest of the gang 
leader behind the Carbanak 
and Cobalt malware attacks on 

over 100 financial institutions world-
wide.

This law enforcement operation 
included the Spanish national po-
lice, Europol, FBI, the Romanian, 
Moldovan, Belarusian, and Taiwanese 
authorities, as well as private cyberse-
curity companies. Investigators found 
out that hackers were operating in at 
least 15 countries.

We all know that money moves 
quickly around the world. As Opera-
tion Taiex shows, cybercrime is doing 
the same, becoming increasingly able 
to collaborate rapidly across borders.

To create a cyber-secure world, we 
must be as fast and globally integrat-
ed as the criminals. Facing a global 
threat with local resources will not be 
enough. Countries need to do more 
internally and internationally to coor-
dinate their efforts.

How to best work together
To begin, the private sector offers 

many good examples of cooperation. 
The industry deserves credit for tak-
ing the lead in many areas—developing 
technical and risk management stand-
ards, convening information-sharing 
forums, and spending considerable 
resources.

International bodies, including 
the Group of 7 Cyber Experts group 
and the Basel Committee, are creat-
ing awareness and identifying sound 
practices for financial sector supervi-
sors. This is important work.

But there is more to be done, espe-
cially if we take a global perspective. 
There are four areas where the inter-
national community can come togeth-
er and boost the work being done at 
the national level:

First, we need to develop a greater 
understanding of the risks: the source 
and nature of threats and how they 
might impact financial stability. We 
need more data on threats and on the 
impact of successful attacks to better 
understand the risks.

Second, we need to  improve col-
laboration  on threat intelligence, in-

cident reporting and best practices 
in resilience and response. Informa-
tion sharing between the private and 
public sector needs to be improved—
for example, by reducing barriers to 
banks reporting issues to financial su-
pervisors and law enforcement.

Different public agencies within a 
country need to communicate seam-
lessly. And most challenging, informa-
tion sharing between countries must 
improve.

Third, and related,  regulatory ap-
proaches need to achieve greater 
consistency. Today, countries have dif-
ferent standards, regulations, and ter-
minology. Reducing this inconsistency 
will facilitate more communication.

Finally, knowing that attacks will 
come, countries need to be ready for 
them. Crisis preparation and response 
protocols should be developed at both 
the national and cross-border level, so 
as to be able to respond and recover 
operations as soon as possible.

Crisis exercises have become crucial 
in building resilience and the ability to 
respond, by revealing gaps and weak-
nesses in processes and decision mak-
ing.

Connecting the global dots

By Ren Huanyu

A
t the invitation of President 
U Win Myint of the Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 

will pay a state visit to Myanmar from 
Jan. 17 to 18. The visit is expected to 
help enhance bilateral ties and further 
promote joint efforts of the two coun-
tries to build on past achievements 
and continue to forge ahead.

The upcoming visit, which coin-
cides with the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of the diplomatic ties 
between China and Myanmar, will also 
mark the first visit by a Chinese presi-
dent to Myanmar in 19 years. 

China and Myanmar are close neigh-
bors linked by mountains and riv-
ers. The two peoples enjoy profound 
“Paukphaw” (fraternal) friendship. 

Since the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, leaders of China 
and Myanmar exchanged visits fre-
quently. Late Chinese Premier Zhou 
Enlai visited Myanmar 9 times, and 
late leader of Myanmar Ne Win visited 
China 12 times, creating great stories 
of China-Myanmar friendship.

In 1950s, the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence jointly advocat-
ed by Premier Zhou, Myanmar’s for-
mer Prime Minister U Nu, and India’s 
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
has become globally recognized basic 
norms governing state-to-state rela-
tions and contributed significantly to 
safeguarding peace and stability in the 
world. 

In recent years, China and Myanmar 
have witnessed frequent high-level 
exchanges, expanding pragmatic co-
operation, dynamic people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges, and close 
multilateral coordination, bringing 
tangible benefits to the peoples of the 
two countries while making positive 
contributions to regional peace and 
prosperity.

The forthcoming visit of Xi to Myan-
mar is worth the anticipation of both 

countries. The trip to be embarked on 
by Xi is expected to serve as a great oc-
casion for the two countries to review 
past experience and formulate a new 
blueprint for the future, which will 
enable China and Myanmar to further 
enrich bilateral ties, make concerted 
efforts to build a community of shared 
future for China and Myanmar, and 
start a brand new journey of China-
Myanmar relations.

Under the strategic leadership of 
leaders of the two countries, China-
Myanmar “Paukphaw” friendship has 
constantly injected new vitality into 
the joint efforts of the two countries at 
the construction of the Belt and Road. 

China regards Myanmar as an im-
portant partner in the joint construc-
tion of the Belt and Road. The two 
countries enjoy significant comple-
mentary advantages and huge poten-
tial for cooperation.

The government of Myanmar has es-
tablished a specialized steering com-
mittee for the implementation of tasks 
relating to the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), and appointed Myanmar’s State 
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi as the 
chair of the committee.

On Dec.1, 2017, Xi and Aung San Suu 
Kyi reached important consensus on 
jointly building the China-Myanmar 
Economic Corridor (CMEC) under the 
framework of the BRI, thus pushing 
the rapid construction of the China-
Myanmar Economic Corridor.

On Sept.9, 2018, China and Myan-
mar signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on jointly building the 
CMEC. 

Myanmar has supported the BRI 
since the very beginning, and has ac-
tively expanded cooperation with Chi-
na, noted Aung San Suu Kyi during her 
meeting with Xi in Beijing ahead of the 
second Belt and Road Forum for Inter-
national Cooperation in April 2019.

With the deepening of the two 
countries’ efforts to further the joint 
construction of the Belt and Road, the 

two peoples have enjoyed increasing 
sense of gain.

As the pilot project in the construc-
tion of the Belt and Road, the comple-
tion of the China-Myanmar oil and gas 
pipeline project has solved the prob-
lem of oil and gas supply in the down-
stream market and helped Myanmar 
realize foreign exchange earnings 
from the export of oil and gas, bring-
ing considerable economic revenue 
to Myanmar while effectively boosting 
the country’s employment and social 
and economic development.

The gas-fired power plant in Belin, 
Kyuakse Township in Mandalay, My-
anmar, with a Chinese company as the 
EPC contractor, is the largest gas-fired 
power plant in Myanmar. 

The power plant is able to gener-
ate about 1.27 billion kilowatt hours of 
electricity per year. It has solved the 
problem of the power shortage of 2.7 
million people in Myanmar upon com-
pletion.

The Letpadaung copper mine pro-
ject operated by a Chinese company 
in Monywa, Myanmar, has realized 
win-win results for multiple parties, 
including Chinese company and its 
Myanmar cooperative partners, as 
well as the government of Myanmar, 

adjacent communities of the project, 
and employees in the copper mine.

According to credible reports, the 
project has helped more than 30 
neighboring villages of the copper 
mine embark on the path to prosper-
ity.

The efforts of China and Myanmar at 
deepening cooperation in high-quality 
construction of the Belt and Road and 
facilitating the CMEC’s development 
from concept planning to real con-
struction have brought more genuine 
benefits to the two peoples. 

As the long-standing China-Myan-
mar “Paukphaw” friendship gains 
new dynamism and signals new mo-
mentum of cooperation because of 
Xi’s upcoming state visit to Myanmar, 
the event is also regarded as a happy 
opening of the journey of Chinese di-
plomacy in 2020.

With China and Myanmar endeav-
oring to promote bilateral relations, 
strengthen connectivity, promote the 
construction of the CMEC, and lift 
China-Myanmar ties to a higher level, 
the two countries will jointly create a 
bright future for their friendly coop-
eration.

		   People’s Daily

NAIROBI, Kenya

O
ne of the highlight 
activities as the 
United Nations 
c o mmemo rate s 

its 75th anniversary this year 
will be the launch of an “an-
nual temperature check” on 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), progress. With 
only ten years left to the fi-
nal whistle for the Goals, this 
activity that will take place 
each September will provide 
a snapshot of what’s work-
ing, and where countries 
need more action.

As a citizen of this great 
country, I am proud that 
Kenya was one of the leaders 
and architects of the open 
working group that led to 
the realization of the SDGs, 
led by our very own PS of 
Foreign Affairs, Ambassador 
Macharia Kamau.

The globally-agreed Goals 
provided the roadmap to-
wards ending poverty and 
hunger everywhere; to com-
bating inequalities within 
and among countries; to 
building peaceful and inclu-
sive societies; to protecting 
human rights and promot-
ing gender equality and the 
empowerment of women 
and girls; and to ensuring 
the lasting protection of the 
planet and its natural re-
sources.

It is the time to consider 
our own progress in Kenya. 
Around the country, there 
are signposts of progress: 
maternal and child mortal-
ity are down, devolution is 
bringing development to 
what were once considered 
remote areas and school en-
rollment rates are rising.

The biggest challenge in 
Kenya, as in much of Africa, 
is that this progress is frag-
ile and unequal and many 
in the country still feel they 
are being left behind. That 
is why President Kenyatta 
launched the Big 4 develop-
ment agenda with a clear 
intention of leaving no one 
behind.

Corruption remains a 
scourge that is undermin-
ing the progress Kenya is 
making. The President is 
personally leading the fight 
against corruption and we 
are pleased that the UN is in 
full support.

With all the SDGs having 
time-bound targets, the Gov-
ernment of Kenya and the 
UN in Kenya are accelerating 
initiatives that will give the 
country respectable scores 
by 2030, in key sectors in-
cluding health, education, 
employment, agriculture, 
affordable housing, energy, 
infrastructure and the envi-
ronment.

There are encouraging 
signs that in this UN Decade 
of Action, the tide will turn, 
with the clearest sign of this 
being the new paradigm in 
SDG implementation mech-
anisms brought by the re-
forms in the UN.

The structural reforms 
led by the UN Secretary-
General António Guterres 
have ushered in a new era 
of strengthened implemen-
tation founded on leader-
ship, cohesion, accountabil-
ity and results. In Kenya, the 
UN Country Team is mov-

ing very well towards be-
ing more integrated, more 
aligned and more effective 
in its response to national 
government priorities.

With the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s Office led by 
Siddharth Chatterjee as the 
hub, there is visibly better 
coherence in policy, part-
nerships and investments 
around the responses.

The UN Country Team has 
substantially increased en-
gagement with the relevant 
Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies towards im-
plementing the current UN 
Development Assistance 
Framework, (UNDAF) whose 
overall agenda is delivering 
on the transformative Big 
Four Agenda and the spe-
cific country targets of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Key features of this en-
gagement now include joint 
work planning, better moni-
toring and transparency. In 
previous years, the engage-
ment has been pulled back 
by insufficient coordination, 
with none other than Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta flag-
ging this shortcoming.

The UNDAF National 
Steering Committee is now 
focussed more on people 
and less on process, more on 
results for those left farthest 
behind, and more on inte-
grated support to the SDG 
Agenda and less on “busi-
ness as usual”.

This out-of-the-box ap-
proach is being recognised 
for its concrete footprint, as 
exemplified by the recent 
initiative to tackle cross-
border challenges between 
Uganda and Kenya, a brain-
child of the President of 
Kenya and fully supported 
by the UN teams in the two 
countries that was launched 
in September 2019.

The initiative is an exam-
ple of the Government and 
the UN responding in new 
ways to the new threats we 
face, and specifically the 
new emphasis on preven-
tion and sustaining peace 
for development.

The 2030 Agenda will re-
quire bold changes to the 
UN development system for 
the emergence of a new gen-
eration of country teams, 
centred on a strategic UN 
Development Assistance 
Framework and led by an 
impartial, independent and 
empowered resident coor-
dinator says Amina J Mo-
hammed, the UN Deputy 
Secretary General, in a video 
message.

No doubt, the challenge of 
Agenda 2030 are monumen-
tal and will require that our 
engagement is innovative in 
unlocking doors to financing 
and technologies, reaching 
out to other partners such 
as the private sector, founda-
tions and philanthropies.

This is the thinking behind 
the co-creation of an SDG in-
novation lab between the 
Government of Kenya, the 
Center for Effective Global 
Action (CEGA) at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, 
Rockefeller Foundation and 
the UN. The Lab will kick off 
with support for the delivery 
of Kenya’s Big Four agenda.

		  Agencies 

Because a cyberattack can come 
from anywhere in the world, or many 
places at once, crisis response pro-
tocols must be articulated within re-
gions and globally.

That means the relevant authorities 
need to know “whom to call” during 
a crisis, in nearby and, ideally, also in 
faraway countries. For small or de-
veloping countries, this is a challenge 
that needs international attention.

Many rely on financial services or 
correspondent lines provided by glob-
al banks for financial connection. De-
veloping cross-border response pro-
tocols will help countries understand 
their respective roles in a crisis and 
ensure a coordinated response in the 
event of a crisis.

The Group of 7 countries has made 
an excellent start at building collabo-
ration on cybersecurity, but this effort 
needs to be broadened to each and 
every country.

Here the IMF can play an important 
role. With a much broader representa-
tion than most of the standard-setting 
institutions, the IMF has the ability to 
raise the concerns of emerging-market 
and developing countries to a global 
level.

Because any place is a good place to 
start an attack, it is in the ultimate in-
terest of advanced economies to work 
with other countries to share informa-
tion, coordinate actions, and build ca-
pacity.

At the IMF, we work with countries 
that need to build this capacity, devel-
oping the skills and expertise needed 
to recognize and effectively counter 
cybersecurity threats. Our interna-
tional partners are doing the same, 
and we work regularly with an array of 
stakeholders in the public and private 
sector.

Successful cyber-attacks have the 
potential to hamper financial develop-
ment by creating distrust, especially if 
personal and financial data are com-
promised.

If we want to reap the benefits of 
new technologies that can develop 
markets and expand financial inclu-
sion, we have to preserve trust, and 
ensure the security of information and 
communications technologies.

With cybersecurity, there is always 
more to be done simply because the 
pace of change is breathtakingly fast.

		            Agencies 

Local students 
of a school built 
with the assis-
tance of the 
China-Myanmar 
oil and gas 
pipeline project 
express their 
thanks to Chinese 
companies on 
Jan.10, 2020. 
(Photo by Sun 
Guangyong from 
People’s Daily)

A friendship of trust, President Kenyatta and UN Secretary 
General Guterres exchange notes during the UNGA 2019 in 
New York. File photo
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Trauma counselling enables the reintegration of former terrorists
BY ISEL VAN ZYL

    

B
oko Haram and Islamic State 
West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
have been terrorising com-
munities and radicalising 

individuals in Nigeria since 2009. Be-
tween 2011 and 2013 the group turned 
its attention to neighbouring Came-
roon. From 2014 to 2016 Boko Haram 
launched 400 attacks on the country, 
including 50 suicide bombings, killing 
more than 1 300 civilians.

Now Cameroonian nationals who 
were members of Boko Haram are re-
turning to their home country due to 
disillusionment and fear of being killed 
by military forces. Hostages are also re-
turning home after military operations 
freed them from the group.

Humanitarian camps that receive 
victims of terror attacks often provide 
them with trauma care, but psychoso-
cial support for returning extremists is 
limited. Research has shown that terror 
suspects are often detained for months 

or years without rehabilitation and re-
integration.

It has become increasingly impor-
tant that trauma counselling be provid-

witnessed. Counselling and rehabilitation are essential if 
they are to return to a normal life as contributing members 
of society.

Djebba believes that if a person’s trauma is not adequately 
addressed, the individual could return to violent activity or 
be incapacitated by post-traumatic stress disorder. Victims 
also need support to cope with the return of their attack-
ers, as do former terrorists’ families. She says families and 
communities who aren’t helped to address their trauma will 
struggle to take back former perpetrators.

‘While Cameroon is engaged in a process of disarmament, 
demobilisation and reintegration of former extremists, it is 
important that the victims of violent extremism are ade-
quately prepared for the return of former combatants,’ says 
Djebba. ‘This requires healing of internal wounds. If noth-
ing is done, we see individuals executing acts of revenge 
against the returning combatants.’

In one case, 96 men at Gombe base undergoing Nigeria’s 
Operation Safe Corridor were too afraid to leave the camp 
and return to their communities in fear of retribution and 
revenge attacks.

Psychosocial support should be provided by psycholo-
gists, social workers and first responders. But Cameroon’s 
Ministry of Social Affairs doesn’t have sufficient staff to do 
this and most of the affected villages don’t have social cen-
tres or infrastructure. Psychologists deployed to communi-
ties also have time constraints, and can’t attend to every-
one, especially in the Far North Region.

In an attempt to overcome this lack of infrastructure and 
qualified personnel, Djebba’s organisation started training 
community leaders in basic psychosocial support so they 
can identify and listen to those in need. The training also 
entails matching victims with appropriate counsellors. All 
information practitioners receive is kept confidential.

Apart from the benefits for individuals, families and com-
munities directly affected by violent extremism, counsel-
ling can help prevent terrorism. But psychosocial support 
must be just one aspect of a holistic approach that includes 
comprehensive care of the individual.

‘Healing will promote forgiveness and reconciliation. 
However, this healing process must be accompanied by 
strategies for repairing, rebuilding or rehabilitating the vic-
tims,’ says Djebba. Psychosocial support should, for exam-
ple, be accompanied by help with housing, food and medi-
cal services.

For communities affected by terrorism, the overwhelm-
ing focus is on the immediate need for food, medical help 
and water – not psychosocial support. Organisations like As-
sociation Rayons de Soleil face the dual challenge of raising 
awareness about why psychosocial support is essential, and 
then ensuring that this specialised service can be provided 
to those who need it.

					     Agencies 

ed for both community members who accept rehabilitated 
extremists back and for those who defect from violent 
extremist groups. Limited capacity however means that 
aid workers and psychologists would rather attend to the 
needs of victims than perpetrators. Counselling for former 
fighters is an important but neglected part of the overall 
response to terrorism.

Another reason this aspect is neglected is that there’s a 
stigma attached to trauma counselling for affected commu-
nities. If an individual or community accepts psychosocial 
support, it suggests they’ve been ‘tainted’ by Boko Haram. 
Any ‘tainted’ parties are shunned and treated with hostil-
ity by other communities. Former Boko Haram members, 
regardless of the role they played while part of the group, 
are often rejected by their families and communities upon 
their return.

Due to the high number of internally displaced people, 
victims of terror attacks and returning fighters, the capac-
ity to provide counselling services in the Lake Chad Basin 
area is limited. 

In Cameroon, local organisations have begun training 
community members to provide psychosocial support. 
Nigeria’s Operation Safe Corridor recognises what is called 
‘post-exit trauma’ and has included psychosocial support 
as part of its strategy to prevent and counter violent ex-
tremism.

Both victims and members of terrorist groups need help 
to overcome the trauma caused by attacks, says Fidèle 
Djebba of Association Rayons de Soleil in Cameroon. She 
told Institute for Security Studies researchers that terror-
ists who defect or are freed from extremist groups need 
help to deal with their crimes and the violence they have 

Psychosocial support is needed for 
victims of extremist violence, former 
fighters and the communities they 
return to. File photo

BY ANDREW FAULL
    
Modern policing is full of catchy 

phrases for innovations intended 
to make police more effective and 
legitimate. Those who follow po-
licing in South Africa will recog-
nise many of them, including ‘com-
munity policing’, ‘broken-windows 
policing’, ‘intelligence-led polic-
ing’, ‘back-to-basics policing’, ‘sec-
tor policing’, ‘hotspot policing’ 
and ‘problem-oriented policing’.

Despite claims that these initia-
tives are being used in South Af-
rica, crime and violence remain 
high, and trust in the police is low. 
Is there an approach or philoso-
phy that can turn this around?

The police strategies listed 
above are not mutually exclusive. 
Community policing is a philoso-
phy under which almost any other 
intervention can be implemented. 
Similarly, one can ‘do’ intelligence-
led, broken-windows or zero-toler-
ance policing in crime hotspots, 
or simply ‘do’ hotspot policing by 
itself.

It is important for politicians 
and the public to ask what police 
mean when they use these buz-
zwords. And police should demon-
strate that they plan, monitor and 
evaluate the impact of their work 
to ascertain whether it actually 
gets the desired results.

Although the South African 
Police Service (SAPS) has an im-
pressive performance monitoring 
system, it doesn’t currently incen-
tivise the evaluation of specific 
police practices at station level. 
Rather it captures a wealth of use-
ful but often oblique information 
that reveals little about what the 
police actually do.

So when reported crime goes up, 
or surveys show public trust go-
ing down, it’s difficult to link these 
trends to police practices. To fix 
this, the SAPS should institution-
alise the key tenets of evidence-
based policing.

This approach suggests that 
policing should be based on the 
best existing research (‘evidence’) 
about which police activities really 
work, and which don’t. By tackling 

a specific problem (targeting), ap-
plying a clear plan to address it 
(testing), and evaluating the im-
pact of the plan on the problem 
(tracking), police can systemati-
cally increase effectiveness and 
legitimacy.

Evidence-based policing cham-
pions the use of learning method-
ologies, the sharing of lessons and 
the replication of interventions in 
different contexts. A knowledge 
base of practices is established on 
which policing can exponentially 
improve. Using this approach, the 
content of the police toolbox can 
be tested and refined so that when 
police officers reach into it, they 
pull out only those tools likely to 
reduce harm and promote trust.

This is different to what gener-
ally happens in policing. Usually a 
limited range of tactics are relied 
on, often selected only because a 
commanding officer believes them 
to be effective (for example crack-
down operations, roadblocks, 
stop-and-search operations, etc.). 
Evidence-based policing moves 
the selection of tactics from ‘be-
lief ’ in what works to ‘evidence’ for 
what works, including evidence 
for where, when and why it works.

Although not commonly refer-
enced by SAPS officers or lead-
ership, evidence-based policing 
is not entirely alien to the SAPS. 
In fact, some of its key tenets are 
built into the SAPS’s primary ur-
ban policing model, known as ‘sec-
tor policing’.

The SAPS requires that all urban 
precincts be divided into two or 
more sectors, which are studied 
in an effort to address their causes 
of crime and disorder. Responses 
must be monitored, evaluated and 
revised. As such, sector policing 
includes an element of evidence-
based policing’s targeting, testing 
and tracking.

At face value, the SAPS’s sec-
tor policing strategy is excellent. 
However, it seems not to have been 
implemented as intended. This is 
partly because sector policing is 
not properly incentivised. To com-
ply, stations need only meet a few 
basic criteria, such as showing that 

they have demarcated sectors, as-
signed sector commanders to 
them, and produced sector files – 
all of which can be easily achieved 
without changing or evaluating 
the impact of police practice.

Throughout 2019, the Institute 
for Security Studies (ISS) worked 
with the SAPS, academics, and re-
search and policy community to 
raise awareness and understand-
ing around evidence-based polic-
ing. These practices are central to 
South Africa’s overall governance 
philosophy, and are embedded in 
the National Development Plan 
and White Papers on Policing and 
Safety and Security. But effective 
evidence-based practice has yet to 
filter down to station level polic-
ing.

One of the ISS’s messages has 
been that the SAPS already has the 
basic philosophy and systems for 
sector policing, and that it is only 
a small step from successful sec-
tor policing to institutionalising 
evidence-based policing.

All 1 149 police stations in South 
Africa need to be incentivised to 
develop crime plans for tackling 
priority problems, and to moni-
tor and evaluate progress and les-
sons learnt – both successes and 
failures. This would generate an 
evidence base to improve policing 
throughout the organisation along 
with public trust.

Given the substantial budget 
cuts the SAPS is facing, the organi-
sation must become more effec-
tive and efficient. Evidence-based 
policing offers a practical and in-
ternationally supported approach 
to achieving this.

In November 2019 the Western 
Cape government launched its 
new Safety Plan, which makes ex-
plicit reference to evidence-based 
policing and violence prevention. 
This is an exciting and notewor-
thy development that should be 
extended across the country. With 
this system in place, the SAPS has 
a solid foundation from which to 
win public trust and make South 
Africa safe, and become a world 
leader in evidence-based policing.
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Upgrading the police toolbox
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By Benjamin Carson, Mbulu 

MARY James arrives earlier than anyone else 
to the Bashay Agricultural Marketing Coopera-
tive Society (AMCOS) building. Warehouse is a 
better word to describe the structure. 

Its tall, beige support beams are met by grand 
aluminum roofing. A black gate guards the en-
trance and she slides it open slowly. Inside is 
dim, the windows only allowing a small amount 
of natural light to enter. Maroon metal baskets fill 
half the football field-sized room, each one about 
10 feet tall. There are thousands of garlic heads in 
every container. Women from around the Bash-
ay ward, or sparsely populated denomination 
of Mbulu district, are expected for a training on 
how to add value to garlic and pumpkin.

Mary is immediately busy organizing the par-
ticipants and phoning those not there to make 
sure their transportation to the venue is secure. 
Before the National Network of Farmers’ Groups 
in Tanzania (MVIWATA ) and Sokoine University 
Graduate Entrepreneurs Cooperative (SUGECO) 
team — two Tanzanian agricultural NGOs focused 
on farmer mobilization and technological inno-
vation, respectively — step out of their car, Mary 
is walking over to greet them.

Her smile radiates through the field team and 
makes them forget the cold and rainy weather 
that is uncharacteristic for October in the moun-
tainous district.

Calmly, she ushers the team inside to set up 
chart paper for the theoretical portion of the 
session. I find myself nervous to interrupt Mary 
who seems so preoccupied, but her demeanor is 
far too inviting to invoke feelings of unwelcome. 
Women begin to arrive and, as they do, Mary en-
gages each of them in conversation. Though brief 
in nature, her attention is never divided. Some 
women come with a concerned question or two, 
but in short order find reassurance with just a 
few words from their matron leader. 

To the untrained observer Mary might be a 
simple farmer doing her part to secure nutrition 
and income for her family. But to many in the 
wards of Bashay and Mbulu Town, the 34-year-
old is the most important leader in the greater 
Mbulu District. 

At the age of 20 Mary joined MVIWATA and 

since then has grown into a confident young 
woman who holds several roles on local coun-
cils; from member to secretary to treasurer to 
chairperson. 

Her hard-earned status is challenging the gen-
der confines prescribed to most Tanzanian wom-
en, and the journey to this point was just that — 
challenging and hard-earned.

Mary was in her early teens when one day her 
father fell ill and was not able to attend the local 
Village Community Bank or VICOBA meeting. He 
asked her to go in his stead. With each passing 
appearance, she grew more comfortable, offer-
ing new ideas and eventually earning her the 
spot of treasurer in the group.

Soon after this promotion, she would become 
the chairperson of the MVIWATA Bashay net-
work — a position of great stature among vil-
lagers. Mary’s leadership became more widely 
recognized and she was elected to the position 
of secretary for Bashay’s local beekeeping group. 
From here she became a member ofMbulu Dis-
trict and Mbulu Town Councils where the com-
munity’s economic and social issues are dis-
cussed.

“These women have lost hope for a better life.” 
Mary states grimly about the training’s partici-
pants.

It’s a common sentiment among farmers: bad 
seeds, lack of water, inconsistent customers, all 
contributing to discouragement. But agriculture 
is the backbone of Tanzanian livelihood, and it 
takes a seasoned veteran, like Mary, to show pro-
spective farmers that they can be successful — an 
undertaking she has pursued relentlessly.

“Mary is a strong MVIWATA leader who has 
capacity and the ability to inspire many young 
women in the Bashay and Mbulu committees. 
We are lucky to have her.” said Donald Laizer, 
MVIWATA Field Officer and long time colleague 
and friend of Mary.

She attends value addition trainings regularly 
for a self-refresher on techniques, but has also 
come to provide encouragement for the local 
women, most of whom are in their late 40s to 
50s, and most of whom have little education or 
vocational training. Over the four day session, 
Bashay women will learn how to target custom-
ers, market garlic, process garlic into paste, pow-
der, and oil, as well as how to make chapati and 
mandazi — typical Tanzanian breakfast foods — 

Challenging gender norms, one garlic
clove at a time: Mary James’s Journey

NEW YORK/ LILONGWE

THE first African Drone and Data 
Academy (ADDA) opened on Mon-
day in the Malawian capital, Lilong-
we, United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) has announced.

The move is part of efforts to pro-
mote the use of drones in programmes 
and services that will impact the lives 
of children and young people.  

“Humanitarian and development 
programme delivery in Africa and 
beyond can benefit significantly from 
the application of drone technology,” 
said UNICEF Executive Director Hen-
rietta Fore. “The African Drone and 
Data Academy will be instrumental 
in equipping young people with the 
skills they need to use the technology 
to benefit children and their commu-
nities.”

Building on the work of Africa’s first 
humanitarian corridor launched in 
Malawi in 2017, the academy will de-
velop expertise in the use of drones 
for humanitarian, development and 
commercial purposes across the 
continent through a 12-week course. 
It plans to train approximately 150 
students to build and pilot drones by 
2021. Funding from UNICEF’s partners 
will provide free tuition to the first co-
hort of 26 students from across Africa.

“In Malawi we strongly believe that 
adopting modern technologies such 
as drones and advanced data analysis 

and management techniques will help 
us to serve our children better. We 
are proud to partner with UNICEF in 
such an exciting endeavor,” said James 
Chakwera, Director of Malawi’s De-
partment of Civil Aviation.

The curriculum has been developed 
in partnership with Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute and State University (Vir-
ginia Tech) – following its successful 
delivery of training workshops in Ma-
lawi since 2017. The course will com-
bine theoretical and practical meth-
odologies in making, testing and flying 
drones.

By 2022, the academy will run a 
tuition-free two-year master’s degree 
program in drone technology, in con-
junction with Malawi University of 
Science and Technology (MUST).  It 
will also deliver a curriculum that will 
build local capacity and a favorable 
ecosystem for the emergence of sus-
tainable business models for using 
drones for humanitarian and develop-
ment missions.

“The ADDA reflects Virginia Tech’s 
ongoing commitment to the innova-
tive application of drone technology 
and education in Malawi and the Afri-
ca region,” said Kevin Kochersberger, 
associate professor at Virginia Tech 
who will lead the project. “The acad-
emy will give graduates the necessary 
skills for jobs using drone applications 
ranging from agriculture and health to 
natural resources monitoring.”

First drone’  data 
academy opens in 
Africa to improve 
service delivery 
for children

Mary Nicola is   MVIWATA chairperson of Bashay, treasurer of  local VICOBA, secretary for beekeeping group, member of Mbulu district and 
town councils, and a bus trainer 

news/ news feature

from pumpkin puree.
“(The women) are getting inspired by the pos-

sibilities the training is opening them up to.” 
Mary said with a tone of elevated excitement, as 
she describes forming the small garlic group fol-
lowing the training.

Mary, herself — the VICOBA Treasurer, the Bee-
keeping Group Secretary, the Mbulu District and 
Town Council Member, the MVIWATA Chairper-
son — is excited to get back to practicing her agri-
cultural craft. Yes, Mary farms maize, sunflower, 
beans, and, of course, garlic. A job that requires 
constant monitoring, farming is no walk in the 
park. Amongst the culprits of discouragement 
(water insecurity, faulty seeds, inconsistent busi-
ness) the underlying stress that farming is often a 
gamble proves the biggest burden of all.

Mary has never been deterred by this uncer-

tainty, but still relies on farming as income. All 
her leadership roles are voluntary after all.

The Bashay value addition training was funded 
by Uniterra, MVIWATA’s Canadian partner NGO, 
and featured a gender awareness component led 
by volunteers Laure Côté-Rabel and Audrey Gag-
né-Breton who are both supported by Canadian 
government. One of the activities challenged the 
participants to reconsider their perceptions of 
traditional gender roles at home and in the work-
place.

“We hope that it will generate discussions and 
debates in [their] communities between men 
and women, and increase the level of confidence 
of women as leaders.” Laure said. Deeply-rooted 
cultural norms, however, aren’t changed over-
night. It takes years of exercises like these to chip 
away at issues like this. Laure, along with myself 

and other Uniterra volunteers, work 
with local organizations to promote 
the inclusion of youth and women in 
their activities.

These conversations are difficult 
to indulge in a society dominated by 
patriarchy. It takes people like Mary 
to demonstrate young girls can break 
out of that cycle by persevering and 
challenging prescribed day-to-day ac-
tivities.

“I am proud of where I’ve come, and 
I feel like I deserve it.” Mary said with 
finality.

The writer is a Youth Engagement 
Officer in Babati Town for Uniterra’s 
youth & gender inclusion project, 
from Toronto, Canada

By Jason Ford 

A significant disparity exists in 
continental Africa where the number 
of young people entering the labour 
market outnumbers the positions 
available by up to four-to-one.

According to the UN Economic Com-
mission for Africa, around 10–12 mil-
lion young people enter the workforce 
per year on a continent that creates 
approximately three million formal 
jobs. The same organisation estimates 
that one third of African youths aged 
15–35 are unemployed, and another 
third are described as ‘vulnerably 
employed’. Women face higher un-
employment and underemployment 
than men and face greater obstacles to 

job opportunities and equal pay.
Significantly, the number of African 

youths is predicted to double to over 
830 million by 2050, an apparent de-
mographic timebomb that could be 
defused by cross-continental govern-
ment initiatives designed to support 
young entrepreneurs, many of whom 
are applying engineering solutions to 
everyday problems.

Among them is Nigerian Aisha Ra-
heem who has developed Farmz2U, 
a digital platform that prevents food 
waste by helping farmers plan their 
crops.

 She told The Engineer via email 
that there has been an increase in 
policies and government sponsored 
programs to encourage the activities 

of micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSME), and start-ups in her coun-
try. Some of these include the Central 
Bank of Nigeria’s MSME Development 
Fund launched in 2013 and the Skills 
Acquisition and Entrepreneurship 
Department (SAED), which supports 
graduates with loans, training and ap-
prenticeship programs.

In Ghana, the National Entrepre-
neurship and Innovation Plan has 
been recently set up and is offering 
training and seed capital to young 
entrepreneurs. Tax incentives exist 
too for entrepreneurs working in cer-
tain fields. In Uganda, a National ICT 
Initiative Support Programme (NIISP) 
provides an ecosystem to encourage 
start-ups.

Adrian Padt is a South African who 
has developed DryMac, a container-
ised drying system that uses burning 
biomass instead of electricity to dry 
and preserve crops. He said that vari-
ous seed-funding opportunities exist 
in South Africa, with the Department 
of Trade & Industry and Trade & In-
vestment KwaZulu-Natal able to pro-
vide start-up funding. Furthermore, 
the Industrial Development Corpora-
tion provides business finance at pref-
erential rates for qualifying start-ups.

The 2019 African Economic Confer-
ence concluded that regional success 
stories should be replicated across the 
continent with multiple stakeholders 
exchanging ideas and sharing best 
practices. 

African entrepreneurs are engineering economic solutions
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NEW YORK

T
o live in a home with 
family, to have a safe 
environment, food 
and basic human ne-

cessities, are some of the essen-
tials that most people expect to 
have without giving it all much 
thought. When a child is born, 
parents or caregivers are likely 
to provide these things. These 
expectations get renewed 
whenever someone gets mar-
ried and moves to a new home, 
a different neighborhood, or a 
city. We can hardly find some-
one who will say that they were 
not expecting happiness and 
safety when stepping into a 
new relationship, or starting a 
new chapter of life. But these 
expectations of a better life 
turn disastrous for millions of 
people when they step into an-
other country as a dependent.

For most immigrants coming 
to the United States of America, 
it seems like a golden gate to 
happiness, safety, security and 
all the perks of life. First gener-
ations of immigrants come with 
a mentality of struggling and 
achieving their dreams while 
maintaining their traditional 
and cultural ways. They invest 
in making their dreams come 
true, but at the same time, they 
long for the lost traits of their 
old home and societal prac-
tices as they adjust to new ways 
of life. They try to hold strongly 
to their roots and expect their 
children to be moral citizens 
of the United States, successful 
and accomplished, yet having 
a love for their home country 
which they, themselves left be-
hind. The second generation 
of Immigrants has their lives 
a little bit more sorted. They 

are given steadier lives com-
pared to their parents, but in 
return, they face the constant 
challenge of adjusting to two 
types of very different soci-
etal paradigms and customs. 
For instance, when it comes 
to people from the Asian com-
munity, the children born and 
raised in the United States, are 
expected to marry a girl or 
boy from the country of origin 
of their parents. The spouse is 
expected to be an ideal person 
who upholds family values and 
cultural norms. Many times 
people from developing coun-
tries aspire to get their children 
married to someone who is 
from the United States, in hope 
of someday making their way 
into this country of dreams and 
in hope of their children hav-
ing a better life. This mindset 
gives birth to a population of 
dependent spouses.

The spouses of the second 
generation, and sometimes 
even of the first generations 
who migrate to the United 
States are a unique segment 
of people who in most cases 
remain solely dependent on 
their partner to enter the 
United States and also for their 
livelihood after migration. A 
portion of them integrate well 
into society, study and hold 
jobs eventually after the move. 
But the majority fails to spread 
their wings, becoming a burden 
and potential targets for abuse. 
They remain dependent on 
their spouses for a long period 
of time, and are severely gov-
erned by the spouses, in-laws 
and are forced to stay impris-
oned in their own homes. The 
real scenarios, truth, and conse-
quences remain in a gray zone, 
silenced and hushed. Women 

become victims of other’s high 
expectations. They become the 
means by which others carry 
out frustration.

To understand such domes-
tic violence, even if we listen to 
the voices of the immigrants’ 
wives and women, we will only 
get to see only a fraction of the 
picture. The numbers of report-
ed abuse and violence against 
women are alarming as is. In 
a study carried by the United 
Nations Office of Drugs and 
Crimes in 2019, it is estimated 
that of the 87,000 women 
who were intentionally killed 
in 2017 globally, more than 
half (50,000- 58 percent) were 
killed by intimate partners or 
family members, meaning that 

SILVER SPRINGS, Maryland
“Unprecedented.” “Hell 

on Earth.” “Catastrophic.”
In Australia, these terms are 

being used to describe 17.9 mil-
lion acres of burned land so far. 
While fires of this magnitude 
are certainly unprecedented, 
they’re far from unexpected.

Climatologists have warned 
that the changing climate will 
have vast implications for our 
planet’s weather patterns and 
natural disasters. But these 
warnings have done little to 
drive urgent climate action.

More and more it seems that 
the world needs anthropolo-
gists, not climatologists, to un-
derstand the real trajectory of 
climate change, trends, long-
term impacts, “Band-Aid” solu-
tions, and to pinpoint the root 
causes.

The reason for the magni-
tude of these fires is complex 
and certainly requires atten-
tion to climate, but it can all be 
traced back to one thing: How 
we grow our food.

Fire Begets Food
Humans have been influenc-

ing the land and environment 
for the sake of food for centu-
ries.

Australia’s landscape did not 
always look like it does today. 
Historians and scientists can 
point back to a time when hu-
mans’ need for food completely 
altered the continent’s natural 
makeup.

50,000 years ago, Austral-
ian Aboriginals used “fire stick 
farming” as a way to hunt large 
animals. Equipped with torch-
es, humans burned forests to 
drive out, trap and kill things 
to eat.

This tactic happened on such 
an extreme level in Australia 
that humans were able to drive 
hairy rhinoceroses, massive 
birds, giant kangaroos, wom-
bats, and other massive marsu-

pials to extinction. Humans for-
ever changed Australia’s plant 
and wildlife.

Sadly, this practice is still in 
use today and we’ve seen it up 
close in places such as Mali and 
Central African Republic. But a 
different form of “fire farming” 
is used on a much larger scale 
in the 21st century.

The modern global food sys-
tem is dependent on open land 
because monocropped cereal 
grains are at the core of our 
diets. Growing rows of grain is 
cost-effective, it can be fed to 
animals, and it is easily turned 
into processed food.

The agriculture industry 
and farmers of every kind 
have cleared trees at a rate of 
5 million hectares a year to 
make room for crops like corn, 
wheat, and soy. The easiest 
ways to do this are either spray 
the area with an herbicide that 
kills plants or by lighting fires 
to burn and clear the land of 
trees, shrubs, and grasses.

This is called swidden, or 
slash-and-burn agriculture. It 
has plagued farmers for cen-
turies and it is exactly what is 
happening to the Amazon.

Food Begets Fire
Setting aside the lasting de-

velopmental and health impli-
cations of the global diet, the 
destructive land use practices 
to achieve this diet are 1) un-
sustainable and 2) the leading 
cause of climate change.

As the population increases, 
our need for food production 
increases. Humans work to 
grow more food and clear more 
land. As forests are burned and 
cleared, carbon is released into 
the atmosphere and ecosys-
tems are strained.

Excess carbon has nowhere 
to go and increases tempera-
tures. Higher temperatures 
exacerbate drought and the 
breakdown of ecosystems and 
environmental health. It be-

comes harder to grow food in 
these conditions, so more land 
is cleared to feed the growing 
population.

High temperatures and 
drought also mean wildfires 
are more likely to burn out of 
control. This negative feedback 
loop is cut and dry: fire causes 
warming, warming causes fire.

In a cruel irony, often the of-
fenders on the ground do not 
experience the worst of these 
effects. Weather systems and 
patterns are liable to change 
around the world, affecting the 
most vulnerable people first.

This is true for the smallhold-
er farmers in Trees for the Fu-
ture’s Forest Garden program. 
Farming families in develop-
ing countries are subject to the 
impacts of climate change with 
no control over seed supply, no 
crop insurance, and few munic-
ipal programs for a safety net.

137 women across the world are killed 
by a member of their own family eve-
ry day. From the Global Database on 
Violence against Women, some na-
tional studies were done and it shows 
that up to 70 percent of women have 
experienced physical and/or sexual 
violence from an intimate partner in 
their lifetime.

The United States is a developed 
first world country, provides benefits 
and assistance to anyone under threat 
and abuse, and that is a relief to hun-
dreds of people. Thankfully, it is the 
existence of the various organizations, 
NGOs, governmental institutions and 
social workers that many women and 
children seek assistance and are saved 
from the grave and severe situations 
at home. However, the number of 
people seeking out or coming across 

help is very little and may be viewed 
as the tip of an iceberg. The segment 
of victimized individuals mostly lives 
under the poverty line, not mixing 
much with the society and remaining 
invisible for most parts. The language 
barrier, lack of friends and family in 
this country, helplessness, and void of 
financial stability makes matters expo-
nentially worse.

Newly arrived immigrant women 
whose immigration status has not 
been permanently established, or are 
undocumented, conditional residents 
or whose visas have special needs, 
somewhat live at the mercy of their 
partners. Most often than not, these 
women are manipulated with unset-
tled immigration status as a means 
of continuing their abusive relation-
ships. Their passports, social security 

cards, certificates or any other impor-
tant documents are held by the part-
ner or by the families they come into. 
They are constantly harassed and in-
timidated by threats of abandonment, 
emotionally and mentally tortured, 
their children are threatened to be 
separated and harmed if they com-
municate with others, and their entire 
financial situation is monitored and 
handled by the abusers. Many times 
it is heard that the abusers threaten to 
harm their family back home too.

I myself am a survivor of 15 years 
of emotional, financial and physical 
abuse by my partner. I am also an im-
migrant woman and mother of three 
daughters. My children and I were 
abandoned in Asia, despite being citi-
zens of the United States of America. 
We were barred from coming back, 
denied access to our home in the Unit-
ed States of America, and left without 
any sort of financial help. Moreover, 
I faced identity theft and my social 
security details were compromised 
after being announced deceased by 
my spouse. From my own personal 
journey, starting from the detection 
and identification of abuse, speaking 
up and seeking help, reaching out to 
the proper authorities, participating 
in therapy and counseling for myself 
and for my children, going through 
phases of self-restoration and healing 
periods, and lastly through rebuild-
ing our lives, I have gathered valuable 
insights about patterns of abuse and 
overcoming it. I have been working 
closely with various organizations 
in New York City and have met and 
talked with hundreds of women who 
are victims of abuse by their spouses, 
partners, and family members, and 
are from immigrant families. I have 
volunteered and sought help from or-
ganizations named SAKHI: for South 
Asian Women, Safe Horizon, Chaya 
CDC NYC, Sanctuary for families, Saf-
est community-based NGO in Bronx, 
WOMANKIND: I am Womankind, and 
with Make the Road New York.

I wish to shed some light on the 
topic of domestic abuse among immi-
grant women of the Asian demograph-
ics from my personal point of view and 
experiences. It is my hope that others 
can be brought to awareness through 
the sharing of my story, and through 
the discussions of the root causes that 
can cause these situations.

		  Agencies

Although, there is one major outlier 
in the disproportionate effects of cli-
mate change: Australia. Long-standing 
climatic predictions have suggested 
that Australia would be an exception 
– a developed country facing the dra-
matic repercussions of man-made cli-
mate change, despite its GDP.

“The country was founded on geno-
cidal indifference to the native land-
scape and those who inhabited it, and 
its modern ambitions have always 
been precarious: Australia is today a 
society of expansive abundance, jerry-
rigged onto a very harsh and ecologi-
cally unforgiving land,” writes David 
Wallace-Wells in An Uninhabitable 
Earth.

Wood Burns, Woods Don’t
A healthy forest is full of wood and 

yet, it cannot burn.
Why? Consider how to build a 

campfire: A camper needs tinder, kin-
dling, and fuel. Tinder and kindling 
are critical in turning a spark into a 

flame. Once the flame is truly estab-
lished, the camper adds fuel to the 
fire in the form of logs and the logs are 
able to maintain the burn.

Even in the dry season, where there 
may be small isolated fires across a dry 
landscape, a forest should not burn 
uncontrollably. But today, many for-
ests around the globe are surrounded 
by “tinder.”

A common form of tinder is brush 
and grassland maintained for grazing 
animals like cow or sheep. Another is 
parched crops or what is left behind 
after harvest: crop residue, the stub-
ble of a cut grain still attached to the 
root.

Farmers around the globe – Ameri-
can, Iraqi, and Australian – are all too 
familiar with the danger a lightning 
storm poses in the dry season. A light-
ning strike can literally destroy hun-
dreds of acres of a crop or grasslands 
in a matter of minutes.

Put that field next to a forest during 
prolonged drought and a spark from 
a transformer or lightning storm has 
plenty of dry tinder and kindling to 
get started.

The Australian fires burning right 
now are countless. Fires are raging all 
over the country; bushland, forests, 
national parks, and farmland now 

burning were all parched in the wake 
of record-breaking heat and drought.

The country is a veritable tinderbox, 
and with plenty of fuel in their path, 
little can be done to stop the fires as 
they envelope swaths of countryside.

How We Fix It
Food production is the problem, but 

it’s also the solution.
When the agriculture industry and 

smallholder farmers embrace sustain-
able farming methods, incorporate 
trees into the growing process, and 
find alternatives to monocropping, 
their impact on the environment will 
change for the better.

Farmers have historically fought 
suggestions of man-made climate 
change because of the implications 
for their bottom line. But as they start 
to feel the effects of a warming climate 
and recognize that land use is a ma-
jor contributor to the problem, many 
farmers are turning a corner and be-
coming climate activists themselves.

In Australia, nonprofit Farmers for 
Climate Action supports “farmers to 
build climate and energy literacy and 
advocate for climate solutions both 
on and off farm.” It’s groups like this 
that will be integral in shifting public 
understanding and support of a trans-
formational food system.

Trees for the Future works with 
farmers in sub-Saharan Africa who 
have long practiced slash-and-burn 
tactics to clear land for monocrops 
like maize or peanuts. These farm-
ers are contributing to deforestation, 
and the prolonged periods of drought 
they suffer through are evidence that 
they’re feeling the impacts of man-
made climate change.

Fortunately, shortly after they in-
tegrate trees and sustainability into 
their farming, these farmers see vast 
improvements in their soil health, bio-
diversity, and micro-climates. Aban-
doning monocrop techniques for 
agroforestry and regenerative meth-
ods also increases their production 
and incomes – proving that changing 
the way we farm does not translate to 
a decrease in profits, but rather the 
opposite.

A fire in the East 
Gippsland region 
of Victoria, 
December 30, 
2019. File photo

In the elusive grip of an abusive 
partner: A migrant’s story

Australia’s wildfires part of a 
vicious cycle of food  and fire
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By Guardian Correspondent

VICE President Samia Suluhu Has-
san is next week expected to launch 
the economic empowerment training 
to more than 3,000 Muslim women in 
Dar es Salaam.

The training has been organized by 
the National Muslim Council of Tanza-
nia (BAKWATA) to make them aware 
of the available opportunity on coun-
try’s industrialization drive.

According to Dar es Salaam Regional 
Sheikh Alhadi Mussa Salum, the train-
ing seeks to economically empower 
Muslim women and enable them to 
achieve the industrial economy.

Sheikh Salum said the training will 
be free of charge for many women to 
benefit from it.

  “Most of women do not have 
enough understanding about indus-
trial economy, this is the reason why 
Bakwata organize the training to pro-
vide basic education and awareness 
on it,” Sheikh Salum explained.

He added: “After the training, many 
women will realize the opportunities 
available in the country through in-
dustrial economy and then will start 
by engaging themselves in various en-

trepreneurial activities and establish 
small scale industries.”

He said that working is a part of 
worshiping for both women and men 
this is the reason why the religion di-
rected that both have equal right to 
own property.

“You cannot own property if you’re 
not working of does business, it is not 
true that Muslim women supposed to 
stay home,” Dar es Salaam regional 
chief sheikh noted.

 According to him, Muslim women 
are allowed to involve themselves in 
various development activities but 
should comply with the religious re-
quirements.

He emphasized that Muslim women 
are just like other women and where 
there are opportunities they should 
explore them and contribute to the 
industrial economy.

 Sheikh Salum said the training will 
open economic opportunity doors for 
women especial those with low edu-
cation level.

He said various topics will be pre-
sented on the day by economic and 
industrial stakeholders will offer dif-
ferent topics, which goes in line with 
the theme of the day that is ‘the Indus-

VP to launch training on 
economic empowerment 
to over 3,000 Muslim 
women in Dar es Salaam 

trial economy is possible by consider-
ing women’.

For her part, the member of organ-

izing committee from Tanzania Trade 
Development Authority (TanTrade) 
Maryam Muhaji said the participation 

of women would bring great results to 
the society.

An industrial expert, Fatma Kange 

said there are many opportunities for 
women in Islamic banking that many 
women are not aware of.

Dar es Salaam Regional Sheikh Alhad Mussa Salum briefs journalists in the city yesterday on the next week economic empowerment training to more than 3,000 Muslim women. 
Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) is now 
extending coverage to include porters who carry lug-
gage for mountain trekkers scaling Northern Zone 
peaks.

 “We are still widening our scope in reaching out 
to special groups outside formal employment stables 
and this time we are including mountain freelance 
mountain guides and porters,” stated the NHIF Di-
rector General, Dr Bernard Konga.

Dr Konga was addressing residents of Arusha dur-
ing special campaigns to sensitize the mass on the 
importance of enrolling for the National Health In-
surance Funding schemes, one of such public meet-
ings was held at Mbauda open market area, in Arusha 
City.

The NHIF boss was on view that, Arusha has more 
than 150 porters, operating at Africa’s highest peak, 
Mount Kilimanjaro, the active Volcanic Mountain of 
Oldonyo L’engai and the steep terrain Mount Meru.

“Mountain porters work under tough, trying and 
dangerous environments yet few, if any have any health 
coverage scheme,” pointed out Dr Konga, adding that it 
was high time for this group to be also brought under 
wing.

The response of people joining health schemes coun-
trywide is far from being satisfactory, it was stated here 
that only 34 percent of citizens are covered under such 
services. Tanzania, with a population of 56 million, 
has only 4 million members (8 percent) of the National 
Health Insurance Fund (NHIF). 

About 500,000 Tanzanians are covered in private 
schemes, while the community health scheme has a 
lion share at 14 million members or 26 percent of the 
mass. 

The Former speaker of the National Assembly, 
Mama Anna Makinda who is also the Chairperson for 

Mountain porters now to be covered 
under National Health Insurance

By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

ORGANIC coffee growers in rural areas of Kilimanjaro 
region are set to undergo free cervical and breast cancer 
screening in a move aimed at eradicating the common ter-
minal diseases in the area.

Briefing reporters here yesterday, General Manager for 
the farmers’ umbrella body, 32-Kilimanjaro New Co-oper-
ative Initiatives Joint venture Limited (G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD) 
Gabriel Ollomi said the screening is scheduled to take 
place during the nearing 2019/2020 harvesting season.

“The cancer screening will be implemented by the na-
tional NGO providing sexual and reproductive health 
(UMATI) in Kilimanjaro region in collaboration with G-32 
KNCI-JVE LTD. The crucial health exercise is fully financed 
by our organic coffee buyers from Japan, Zensho Group 
Limited,” the GM explained.

He added that the clinic targets only women from or-
ganic coffee farmers from rural areas of Kilimanjaro re-
gion and is meant to achieve sustainable health of small 
organic coffee producers.

“Apart from eliminating the two cancers among farm-
ers, the initiative lso aims at eradication of poverty   within 
their communities” Ollomi explained.

According to him, in the 2018/19 organic coffee harvest-
ing year G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD conducted special health 
training to their coffee farmers for sustainable health and 
coffee production.

The manager further appealed to coffee growers to 
practice organic coffee farming for sustainable high qual-
ity of coffee production for the good health of consumers.  

Ollomi explained that some members of his organiza-
tion are now enjoying the fruits of organic farming-an agri-
cultural system that uses-ecologically based pest controls 
and biological fertilizers derived largely from animal and 
plant wastes and nitrogen-fixing cover crops.

“In the year 2018/19 we engaged with our farmers in the 
organic coffee market where farmers benefited with high 
coffee price by emphasizing farmers to switch themselves 
to organic farming that has led them to a happy life that 
guarantees them food on table, cash to take care of their 
children and send them to school,” he explained.

According to Ollomi, organic coffees world market is ex-
panding day to day, appealing Kilimanjaro coffee produc-
ers to switch themselves to organic farming.

“Apart from high demand of organic coffees in the 
World market, its production is also very low as farmers 
are not buying industrial fertilizers in their production, 
thus they are using only ecologically based pest controls 
and biological fertilizers derived largely from animal and 
plant wastes and nitrogen-fixing cover crops.

“In the 2018/19 coffee season we bought a total of40.2 
tons of parchment coffee at a price of 7,125/- per kilogram 
from small farmers of Mwika Kinyamvuo and Mamba 
North Agricultural Marketing Co-operatives (AMCOS)...” 
the G-32 KNCI-JVE LTD General manager enlightened.

Ollomi awho is also a coffee producer at Lyamungo vil-
lage, in Hai district, Kilimanjaro region further explained 
that, producing coffee through organic farming is cheaper 
than using industrial fertilizers and other agriculture in-
puts like coffee pest controls which are sold at high prices; 
and the World market for organic coffee is expanding day 
to day and of high prices.

Coffee farmers in Kilimanjaro to 
undergo free cancer screening

By Guardian Reporter 

THE government of Pakistan is 
hosting Pakistan-Africa Trade/En-
gage Africa Conference in Kenya’s 
capital, Nairobi on 30-31 January 
2020.

A statement issued yesterday by 
High Commission of Pakistan in 
Dar es Salaam, said: “The aim of the 
conference is to bring the two sides 
together for a meaningful exchange 
in order to enhance Pakistan’s trade, 
investment and economic coopera-

tion with Tanzania as well as other 
countries in Africa.”

Pakistan has invited delegates 
from the public and private sector 
for more than 20 African Countries. 

More than 300 delegates from 
public and private sectors from Pa-
kistan and Africa are expected to 
participate, the statement reads in 
part. 

Representatives of Pakistan’s pri-
vate sector business will cover the 
following, textile and apparel, agro 
foods such as rice, sugar, and wheat. 

It will also cover services such as ICT, 
travel/insurance, pharmaceuticals, 
engineering, engineering goods and 
electronics, surgical goods, cement, 
sports goods, auto industry and cos-
metics.

“The Pakistan High Commis-
sion in Dar es Salaam is working on 
composing a sizeable private sector 
business delegation in the relevant 
sectors for participation from Tan-
zania.” The commission called on 
the interested Tanzanian business 
persons to take part at the confer-

ence. Tanzania and Pakistan have 
recently expressed their interest in 
strengthening commercial ties and 
cooperation to tap a trade potential 
of USD 1 billion through investments 
in key sectors such as agriculture, 
mining and oil and gas. 

It is estimated that the current 
trade volume between both coun-
tries stands at USD 100 million and 
can only grow if economic ties are 
strengthened.

Since the establishing of diplo-
matic relations between the two 

countries in 1967, a strong founda-
tion in different fields of coopera-
tion has been established with the 
training of Tanzanian diplomats, 
railway technicians, bankers, and 
military personnel. 

In 2013 Pakistan’s former Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa visited 
Tanzania’s former President Jakaya 
Kikwete in Dar es Salaam to sign 
three key agreements on visa ex-
ception for diplomatic and state of-
ficials, intelligence sharing and cul-
tural and defense cooperation.

Kenya to host Pakistan-Africa Trade Promotion Conference this month

the NHIF’s Board of Directors, said 
under the new improved NHIF, 
people in wedlock are not restrict-
ed to just a single spouse but up to 

four wives. 
“We have 7700 treatment centers 

in form of hospitals, dispensaries, 
health centers and medical drugs’ 

outlets across the country that 
handle and recognize the NHIF 
members, providing them with all 
essential services,” she said.



14		  Wednesday 15 January 2020  

business news

SINGAPORE 

Asian shares rose, China’s 
yuan jumped and safe-harbor 
assets slipped yesterday, amid 
signs of goodwill between 
China and the United States, as 
the world’s two biggest econo-
mies prepared to sign a truce 
in their bitter trade war.

The U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment on Monday said China 
should no longer be desig-
nated a currency manipulator 
- a label it applied as the yuan 
dropped in August. 

Beijing, meanwhile, allowed 
the tightly managed currency 
to climb to its highest point 
since July, after fixing the yu-
an’s trading-band midpoint at 
its firmest in more than five 
months. 

China has also pledged to 
buy an additional almost $80 
billion of U.S. manufactured 
goods over the next two years, 
plus more than $50 billion ex-
tra in energy supplies, accord-
ing to a source briefed on a 
trade deal. 

By afternoon the yuan was 
0.3 per cent firmer at 6.8740 
per dollar, world stocks sat at 
a record high and the Japanese 
yen languished at an almost 
eight-month low. 

Futures pointed to a positive 
start to Europe’s trading day 
and for Wall Street to hold on 
to Monday’s record highs. 

The moves come as a Chi-
nese delegation arrived in 
Washington ahead of Wednes-

day’s signing of the Phase 1 
trade agreement, seen as calm-
ing a dispute that has upended 
the world economy. 

“There have been a number 
of false starts,” said Vishnu 
Varathan, head of econom-
ics at Mizuho Bank in Singa-
pore. 

“The fact that this is really 
coming to the moment when 
the rubber hits the road is 
the most tangible evidence 
of traction in starting to re-
solve issues, that’s what’s 
driving optimism.” 

Japan’s Nikkei added 0.7 
per cent to hit its highest in 
a month. Australian shares 
rose by the same margin to 
close at a record. 

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
and Shanghai blue chips 
also hit multi-month peaks. 

Still,  some said stocks 
could be exposed should the 
signing process offer any 
surprises on the downside. 

“The market appears to be 
fully pricing a signed agree-
ment,” said CMC Markets’ 
chief strategist in Sydney, 
Michael McCarthy. 

“It’s buy the rumor, sell the 
fact ... Even a delay could see 
an extremely negative reac-
tion,” he said. 

United States Trade Repre-
sentative Robert Lighthizer 
told Fox Business late on Mon-
day that the Chinese transla-
tion of the deal’s text was al-
most done. 

“We’re going to make it pub-

lic on Wednesday before the 
signing,” he said. 

In tandem with the rally, 
safe-harbor assets slid lower 
on Tuesday. Gold extended 
Monday’s fall to trade 0.7 per 

cent weaker at $1538.02 per 
ounce, its lowest in two weeks. 

Ten-year Treasury note 
yields rose to 1.8546 per cent 
compared with the U.S. close 
of 1.8480 per cent. [O/R] 

In currency markets, the yen 
weakened past the 110 yen-per-
dollar mark while the yuan’s 
strength helped lift trade-ex-
posed currencies across Asia. 

Besides the trade deal, in-

vestors are also looking to U.S. 
inflation data due at 1330 GMT 
- with consensus expectations 
for it to hold steady at 0.2 per 
cent in December - and the be-
ginning of the fourth-quarter 

U.S. company results season. 
Big banks JPMorgan Chase 

& Co, Citigroup Inc and Wells 
Fargo & Co are due to report 
earnings before market open 
on Tuesday. 

Yuan, stocks rally as investors bet 
on imminent US-China deal signing

JOHANNESBERG

An index tracking SA consum-
er confidence has remained un-
changed at a 2-year low for the 
fourth quarter of 2019.

The FNB/BER Consumer Con-
fidence Index came in at -7 in-

dex points, below its long-term 
average reading of +2. It was un-
changed from the third quarter 
of 2018. 

“This suggests a general pes-
simism among South African 
households, and this would like-
ly translate into lower consump-

tion expenditure in the fourth 
quarter of 2019,” said Siphaman-
dla Mkhwanazi, a senior econo-
mist at FNB. 

Mkhwanazi said a sub-index 
tracking the economic outlook 
of SA consumers suggests there 
is a general expectation there 

would be a deterioration in SA’s 
economic prospects over the 
next 12 months. 

“Although still optimistic, con-
sumers are still increasingly be-
coming wary of their financial 
standing, and are therefore still 
unwilling to commit to substan-

tial financial obligations at this 
stage,” he said  

FNB said the fact that con-
sumer confidence remained 
underwater during the fourth 
quarter suggests that the confi-
dence gains since President Cyr-
il Ramaphosa’s election in early 

2018 have now been “completely 
reversed”.

“South Africa’s grim economic 
reality has become apparent to 
consumers. 

With economic growth floun-
dering around 0.5% year-on-year 
since mid-2018 and the debilitat-

ing risk that Eskom’s electricity 
supply and financial problems 
pose to the domestic economy, it 
is not surprising that consumers 
are now also distressed about 
South Africa’s economic pros-
pects.” He said.

Consumer confidence unchanged at 2-year low as last traces of Ramaphoria vanish - FNB

Visa to pay $5.3 billion to 
buy fintech startup Plaid

NEW YORK

Visa Inc said on Monday it agreed to buy privately 
held software startup Plaid Inc in a $5.3 billion deal 
that will boost the payments giant’s access to the 
booming financial technology space.

The transaction highlights how traditional financial 
firms are willing to pay top dollar to acquire business-
es which have established strong positions servicing 
the digital and cashless economy. 

Plaid’s technology lets people link their bank ac-
counts to mobile apps such as Venmo, Acorns and 
Chime, with the San Francisco-based firm saying its 
systems have been used by one in four people with a 
U.S. bank account. 

The $5.3 billion price given in Monday’s statement is 
double what Plaid was reportedly valued at during its 
last fundraising, when it took a $250 million Series C 
round that was announced in December 2018. 

It was later revealed by Plaid that both Visa and rival 
Mastercard Inc were investors in that round. 

“Plaid is a leader in the fast growing fintech world,” 
Visa Chairman and CEO Al Kelly said in Monday’s state-
ment. 

“The acquisition, combined with our many fintech 
efforts already underway, will position Visa to deliver 
even more value for developers, financial institutions 
and consumers.” 

Founded in 2013 and currently connecting with over 
11,000 financial institutions across the United States, 
Canada and Europe, Plaid will be able to use the acqui-
sition to leverage Visa’s global brand in expanding its 
own business, according to a source familiar with the 
matter. 

Visa expects the deal to close in the next three to six 
months and benefit its adjusted earnings per share at 
the end of the third year. 

Visa said it will fund the deal using cash on hand as 
well as debt that will be issued at a later date. The ac-
quisition would not impact upon Visa’s previously an-
nounced stock buyback or dividend plans. 

Visa and Plaid respectively used Lazard and Gold-
man Sachs as their financial advisors. 

A Visa credit card is seen on a computer keyboard in this picture illustration. File photo

An investor uses his mobile phone in front of a stock quotation board at a brokerage office in Beijing, China. File photo.

WASHINGTON

Amazon.com Inc will ask a 
judge to temporarily block Mi-
crosoft Corp from working on a 
$10 billion cloud contract from 
the Pentagon, a court filing 
showed on Monday. 

Amazon, which was seen as a 

favorite for the contract, plans 
to file a motion for a temporary 
restraining order on Jan. 24 and 
a federal court will issue its deci-
sion on Feb. 11, according to the 
filing. 

The e-commerce giant has 
blamed U.S. President Donald 
Trump of exerting “improper 

pressure” and bias that led the 
U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD) to award the Joint Enter-
prise Defense Infrastructure 
Cloud ( JEDI) contract to Micro-
soft. 

The Department of Defense 
has stood by its decision, with its 
Secretary Mark Esper rejecting 

any suggestion of bias and saying 
the decision was conducted free-
ly and fairly, without any outside 
influence. 

The JEDI contract is part of a 
broader digital modernization of 
the Pentagon meant to make it 
more technologically agile. Spe-
cifically, a goal of JEDI is to give 

the military better access to data 
and the cloud from battlefields 
and other remote locations. 

Microsoft did not have a com-
ment on Amazon’s intent to file 
the motion. Amazon did not re-
spond to a request for comment 
and the DoD could not be imme-
diately reached. 

Amazon to seek order to block Microsoft from working on DoD’s JEDI contract
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China to ramp up US car, aircraft, energy purchases in trade deal - source
WASHINGTON 

China to ramp up U.S. car, aircraft, energy purchases in trade 
deal: source

WASHINGTON 
China has pledged to buy nearly an additional $80 billion of 

manufactured goods from the United States over the next two 
years, plus over $50 billion more in energy supplies, according to 
a source briefed on a trade deal to be signed today.

Aiding a sector that enjoys a rare trade surplus with China, Bei-
jing would also boost purchases of U.S. services by about $35 bil-
lion over the same two-year period as it was reported on Monday. 

The Phase 1 agreement calls for Chinese purchases of U.S. agri-
cultural goods to increase by some $32 billion over two years, or 
roughly $16 billion a year, the source said. 

When combined with the $24 billion U.S. agricultural export 
baseline in 2017, the total gets close to the $40 billion annual goal 
touted by U.S. President Donald Trump. 

The $32 billion agriculture increase over 2017 was confirmed 
by Myron Brilliant, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s head of in-
ternational affairs, who spoke to reporters on Monday in Beijing. 

The numbers, expected to be announced on Wednesday at 
a White House signing ceremony between Trump and Chinese 
Vice Premier Liu He, represent a staggering increase over recent 
Chinese imports of U.S. manufactured goods. 

Two other sources familiar with the Phase 1 trade deal agreed 
with the rough breakdown of the purchases, without providing 
specific numbers. 

A spokesman for the U.S. Trade Representative’s office could 
not immediately be reached for comment. 

When the Phase 1 trade deal was struck on Dec. 13, U.S. officials 
said China had agreed to buy $200 billion in additional U.S. farm 
products, manufactured goods, energy and services over the 
next two years, compared to the baseline of 2017. 

They said they would publish targets for the four broad areas, 
but would keep details of specific products classified to avoid 
market distortions. 

Trump had mainly touted the increased farm exports, which 
would benefit a major political constituency that has been bat-
tered by Chinese retaliatory tariffs during his 18-month trade war 
with Beijing. 

Company executives have been waiting eagerly for details 
of what other U.S. goods China would be buying more of, aside 
from farm products, after 18 months of tit-for-tat tariffs that have 
stalled U.S. business investment. 

The $80 billion increase for manufactured goods includes 
significant purchases of autos, auto parts, aircraft, agricultural 
machinery, medical devices and semiconductors, said one of the 
sources, without giving the names of any specific suppliers. 

The aircraft would likely be built by Boeing Co, the No. 1 U.S. 
exporter, whose new sales to China have ground to a halt over 
the past two years. That would be a welcome shot-in-the arm for 
the planemaker, which has seen shares and earnings plummet 

as its best-selling 737 MAX aircraft remains 
grounded due to two fatal crashes in 2018 
and 2019. 

The source providing the purchase fig-
ures expressed skepticism about manu-
factured goods pledges by Beijing since 
the U.S.-China trade deal does not address 
any of the non-tariff barriers that have 
kept these U.S. goods out of the Chinese 
market for decades, including procure-
ment rules, product standards and subsi-
dies to Chinese state-owned firms. 

With Chinese car sales flagging and ex-
cess domestic assembly capacity on the 
rise, it’s difficult to see the need for China 
to purchase significantly more U.S.-built 
cars. Among the most popular U.S.-built 
vehicles sold in China are BMWand Mer-
cedes-Benz sport-utility vehicles. 

China also has major industrial policy 
goals to dominate the very manufacturing 
sectors in which it has pledged to pump 
up purchases of U.S. goods, further fueling 
skepticism. 

Many economists and experts are dubi-
ous that the Phase 1 trade agreement will 
be implemented as written, despite what 

Renault, Nissan say 
alliance not headed 
for break-up

TOKYO

French carmaker Renault 
and Japanese partner Nis-
san Motor said their alliance 
was in no danger of being 
dissolved, denying a media 
report of a potential break-up 
that sent their shares skidding 
to multiyear lows.

The alliance, which also 
includes Japan’s Mitsubishi 
Motors Corp, is “solid, robust, 
everything but dead,” the 
chairman of Renault, Jean-
Philippe Senard, told Belgian 
newspaper L’Echo.

Nissan, in response to “spec-
ulative international media re-
ports,” said it was “in no way 
considering dissolving the al-
liance.” 

“The alliance is the source 
of Nissan’s competitiveness,” 
the Japanese automaker said 
in a statement. “Through the 

alliance, to achieve sustain-
able and profitable growth, 
Nissan will look to continue 
delivering win-win results for 
all member companies.” 

Renault shares hit six-year 
lows on Monday as investors 
worried the French group’s 
20-year cost-sharing alliance 
with Nissan was headed for 
a break-up without Carlos 
Ghosn to hold it together. 

Long-standing tensions in 
the Franco-Japanese partner-
ship have been heightened 
since Ghosn’s arrest in Tokyo 
in November 2018 on allega-
tions of financial misconduct, 
which he denies. 

A Financial Times report 
on Monday that Nissan execu-
tives are making contingency 
plans for a split with Renault 
appeared to accelerate a sell-
off in the French manufactur-
er’s shares. 

U.S. officials describe as an important en-
forcement clause in the deal. 

That enforcement mechanism allows 
grievances to be aired through escalating 
consultations that would reach Chinese 
Vice Premier Liu He and U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Robert Lighthizer. 

If a U.S. claim of Chinese non-compli-
ance cannot be resolved, Washington 
would have the right to reimpose tariffs 
on Chinese goods in proportion to the 
economic damage alleged. But nothing 
would preclude China from retaliating, re-
turning the two sides to the current status 
quo, people familiar with the deal said. 

Lighthizer on Monday called the deal a 
“huge step forward” for U.S.-China trade 
relations and “a really, really good deal for 
the United States.” He told Fox Business 
Network that Beijing’s compliance would 
be monitored closely. 

“We expect them to live up to the letter 
of the law. We’ll bring cases, we’ll bring 
actions against them if they don’t,” Light-
hizer said. 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   
 
SATURDAY  4 Jan

5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
10:45	 Usafiri wako rpt
11:15	 Shamba lulu rpt
11:45	 Mapishi rpt
12:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:40	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:40	 Igizo rpt: Dhoruba
15:15	 Igizo: Mkaguzi
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Dhoruba
19:00	 Art and Style
19:30	 Jungu Kuu	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Shangweka
21:30	 Kesho leo rpt
22:00	 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 5 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: Keki ya Birthday
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 Igizo rpt : Mkaguzi
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 	
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: Penzi la Giza
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
	
			
MONDAY  6 Jan 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al Jazeera
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 DWTV
9:30        Soap: Isidingo the need
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Jagina
11:30      Igizo rpt: Dhoruba
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Jungu kuu rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:45 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00   	 Meza huru rpt
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	

17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:45	 Kesho leo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45 
22:00	 Insta Moja 
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 7 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al Jazeera
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 DWTV
9:30	 Isidingo
09:55      Habari za saa
 
10:00	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Shamsham za pwani
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   	 Shamsham za pwani
11:20	 Igizo: Mtego rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00   	 Al Jazeera   
12:30	 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Uchumi na biashara
13:30   	 Shamba lulu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru rpt
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15	 The Great queen Seonduk
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Tanzania yetu
21:35	 Chetu ni chetu
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	

WEDNESDAY 8 Jan	
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al jazeera
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 DWTV
9:30	 Isidingo 
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30  	 Korean drama: The great Queen 

Seondok
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00  	 Korean drama: The great Queen 

Seondok
11:15      Jungu kuu
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Dakika 45
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15   	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt

18:30	 Ijue Sheria	
19:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Kipanya Chooni
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe?	
21:10	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40	 Kesho Leo
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera 	
2:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY  9 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al jazeera
8:55       Habariz a saa
9:00	 DWTV
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      Igizo: Mkaguzi
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Igizo: Mkaguzi
11:15   	 Ripoti Maalum rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Ijue Sheria
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Kipanya chooni
13:30	 Tanzania yetu
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00      Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina 
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 10 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al Jazeera
8:55       Habari za saa
09:00	 DWTV
9:30     	 Isidingo
9:55      Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:30   	 Usafiri wako
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00   	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Jagina rpt
13:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:10   	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base
17:30	 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15   	 Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Shamba lulu 
19:00	 Uchumi na biashara
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari

23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV

SATURDAY  11 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
10:45	 Usafiri wako rpt
11:15	 Shamba lulu rpt
11:45	 Mapishi rpt
12:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:40	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:40	 Igizo rpt: Dhoruba
15:15	 Igizo: Mkaguzi
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Dhoruba
19:00	 Art and Style
19:25	 Kipindi maalum: Vodacom 

Draw	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Shangweka
21:30	 Kesho leo rpt
22:00	 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 12 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: Penzi la Giza
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 Igizo rpt : Mkaguzi
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 	
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: The Second Wife
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
	

		

  CAPITAL 
   
Sat  04 Jan

08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 Drive It rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri wako rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae

21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie: Never Die Alone
23:00	 Godwin rpt
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  05 Jan
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Godwin
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Drive it rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae
21:00	 Shift
21:15	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon  06 Jan 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00	  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 	 Series rpt: Life is a teacher
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Eco@Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza Huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Life is a teacher 20:45	

 The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues 07 Jan
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 	 Culinary Delights Rpt
12:30	  Lete Raha ( Via Capital Radio)
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Life is a teacher 

16:30Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Jagina rpt
20:00 	 Series: Life is a teacher 

20:45	 Telenovela: (Dónde 
está Elisa?) Where is Elisa?

21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 08 Jan
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio)
12:00 	 Out & About Rpt
12:30 	 Lete Raha ( Via Capital Radio)
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Life is a teacher 16:30	

Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza Huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series:  Life is a teacherThe logos of car manufacturers Renault and Nissan are seen in 

front of dealerships of the companies in Reims, France. File photo.

Chinese and U.S. flags are set up for a meeting during a visit by U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao at 
China’s Ministry of Transport in Beijing, China. File photo.

Renault shares hit six-year lows on 
Monday as investors worried the French 
group’s 20-year cost-sharing alliance 
with Nissan was headed for a break-up 
without Carlos Ghosn to hold it together
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DUBAI/TEHRAN 
 
Iran said yesterday it had arrested 

an undisclosed number of suspects 
accused of a role in shooting down a 
Ukrainian airliner, as anti-government 
demonstrations triggered by the disas-
ter entered a fourth day. 

Wednesday’s shooting down of 
Ukraine International Airlines flight 
752, killing all 176 people on board, has 
led to one of the greatest public chal-
lenges to Iran’s clerical rulers since 
they came to power in the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979.

After days of denying blame, Iran 
acknowledged on Saturday it had shot 
the plane down during a state of high 
alert, hours after it had fired missiles 
at US targets in Iraq to retaliate for the 
killing of Iran’s most powerful military 
commander.

Protesters, with students at the 
forefront, have held demonstrations 
against the establishment since Sat-
urday, some met by a violent police 
crackdown.

Video from inside Iran has shown 
wounded people being carried, pools 
of blood on the streets and the sound 
of gunfire. The overall level of unrest 
is difficult to assess because of restric-
tions on independent reporting.

 President Hassan Rouhani prom-
ised a thorough investigation into 
the “unforgiveable error” of shooting 
down the plane, giving a television ad-
dress on Tuesday, the latest in a series 
of apologies from a leadership that 
rarely admits mistakes.

Rouhani urged the judiciary to form 
a “special court with a senior judge 
and tens of experts” to investigate the 
crash, Xinhua reports.

Iran’s judiciary spokesman Gholam-
hossein Esmaili said some of those 
accused of having a role in the plane 
disaster had already been arrested. 
He did not identify the suspects or say 
how many had been held.

Most of those on board the flight 
were Iranians or dual nationals. Cana-
da, Ukraine, Britain and other nations 
who had citizens on the plane have 
scheduled a meeting on Thursday 
in London to consider legal action 
against Tehran.

‘CLERICS GET LOST!’
The disaster and subsequent unrest 

comes amid one of the biggest escala-
tions between Tehran and Washing-
ton since the revolution four decades 
ago that made them into foes. 

Tit-for-tat military strikes began 
with missiles launched at a US base 

that killed an American contractor in Decem-
ber, and reached their climax when Washington 
killed the architect of Iran’s regional network 
of proxy militia, Qassem Soleimani, in a drone 
strike in Baghdad on Jan 3.

Iran’s government was already in a precarious 
position, with sanctions imposed by the United 
States having hammered its conomy, causing 
public anger.

The authorities killed hundreds of demonstra-
tors in a crackdown two months ago, in what was 
probably the worst anti-government unrest since 
the revolution. Across the region, governments 
that include armed Iran-allied factions have also 
faced months of hostile mass demonstrations in 
Iraq and Lebanon.

In recent days, demonstrators have chanted 
“Clerics get lost!” and other slogans against Iran’s 
system of theocratic rule. “Death to Khamenei,” 
others shouted, referring to Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, supreme leader for more than 30 years.

Riot police have beaten some demonstrators 
with batons, social media posts show. Gunfire 
has also been heard, although police have de-
nied shooting at protesters. 

 The most recent video posted on social me-
dia showed protesters gathered into the night in 
Tehran and other cities, and burning images of 
Soleimani.

Esmaili said Tuesday around 30 protesters 
have been arrested, the semi-official Tasnim 
news agency reported.

‘FIRST STEP’
“Iranian armed forces admitting their mistake 

is a good first step,” Rouhani said in Tuesday’s ad-
dress. He said those responsible would be pun-
ished and the government would be accountable 
to Iranians and those nations who lost citizens.

Rouhani noted that the issue could not be 
blamed on a single person’s error by pushing 
a button and hitting the plane, Xinhua reports. 
“There are others (involved in the incident) and 
I want it to be sincerely explained to the people,” 
he stressed. 

Ukraine’s foreign minister said “grieving na-
tions”, five of the countries whose citizens were 
killed when an airliner was shot down, would 
meet on Thursday.

“We will meet in person in London to discuss 
the ways, including legal, (for) how we are follow-
ing this up,” Vadym Prystaiko said on Monday.

 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
whose nation had at least 57 citizens on the 
flight, told Global News TV that victims would 
still be alive and at home with their families now 
if there had been no tensions in the region.

According to a transcript, Trudeau said Cana-
da did not receive a heads up before the United 
States killed Soleimani.

“The US makes its determinations. We attempt 
to work as an international community on big is-
sues. But sometimes countries take actions with-
out informing their allies,” he said.

			            Agencies

DAKHLA
THE Republic of the Gambia opened 

Tuesday a Consulate General in the 
southern city of Dakhla in Morocco. The 
inauguration ceremony was chaired by 
minister of Foreign Affairs, African Co-
operation and Moroccans living abroad, 
Nasser Bourita, and his Gambian coun-
terpart, Mamadou Tangara.

The opening of the Gambian Consu-
late General in the southern provinces of 
the Kingdom is in line with the consistent 
position of this African country vis-à-vis 
the Moroccan Sahara issue, Bourita said 
at a joint press briefing with his Gambian 

counterpart. The Gambia has always 
supported the international legitimacy 
and historical rights of the Kingdom in all 
regional and international fora, he said.

He also stressed the importance of this 
event in the history of the solid and long-
standing relations between Morocco and 
the Gambia; there are strong links, which 
have undergone a great evolution in re-
cent years, recalling in this regard the 
holding of the joint commission soon in 
Banjul where a series of agreements will 
be signed in different domains.

Many countries are interested in open-
ing diplomatic representations in the 

southern provinces, to express their sup-
port for the Moroccan Sahara, he noted, 
adding that other consulates will be inau-
gurated in Dakhla and Laayoune by Afri-
can and non-African countries.

He underlined that this decision also 
reinforces the positive momentum of the 
national cause on the international scene 
through the constant support expressed 
by several countries to the Moroccan Sa-
hara.

In addition to its political significance, 
the opening of these diplomatic repre-
sentations constitutes a lever for the de-
velopment of commercial and economic 

exchanges between Morocco and these 
countries, he said.

For his part, the Gambian minister of 
Foreign Affairs stressed that the decision 
to open a Consulate General in Dakhla is 
an act of sovereignty in accordance with 
diplomatic rules and customs, adding 
that this act is in line with the logic pur-
sued by the Gambia since its independ-
ence, namely the recognition of the Mo-
roccanness of the Sahara.

In this vein, he reiterated the position 
of the Gambia, which “has never suffered 
any ambiguity on the issue of the Moroc-
can Sahara and the territorial integrity of 

Morocco”.
Tangara also pointed out that this 

opening is a “historic event,” given that 
the Gambia is the first African country 
to have inaugurated a diplomatic repre-
sentation in this city, noting that “this is 
only the beginning of a very strong dyna-
mism of cooperation between the two 
countries,” especially after the opening 
of a Gambian embassy in Rabat and an 
honorary consulate in Casablanca.

The Kingdom of Morocco effectively 
exercises its sovereignty over its Sahara 
and the Gambia’s decision to open a 
consular representation in this region of 

the Kingdom is in line with the positions 
expressed by this State at the UN General 
Assembly and other international fora 
backing Morocco’s territorial integrity, 
he stressed.

The Gambian FM underlined that “any 
criticism of this decision represents an 
interference in the diplomatic relations 
between two sovereign African nations, 
Morocco and the Gambia.” Last June, 
Côte d’Ivoire opened an honorary con-
sulate in Laayoune and in December, 
the Union of the Comoros inaugurated a 
consulate general in the same city.

			   Agencies

Russian top diplomat: No final results 
achieved at talks on Libya in Moscow

COLOMBO

No final results on the set-
tlement in Libya have been 
achieved at the talks in Mos-
cow, but efforts will continue, 
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov told reporters at a 
news conference yesterday.

“We will push ahead with efforts in this direction, no fi-
nal results have been achieved so far,” he said.

Moscow is proposing piecing together actions taken by 
key actors to achieve settlement in Libya.

“All efforts now taken by Europeans including Germans, 
the French, Italians, the efforts by Libyan neighbors - Al-
geria, Egypt - as well as the UAE, Turkey, Qatar and Russia, 
we want to piece them all together so that everyone acts in 
one direction and urges all Libyan parties to reach agree-
ments rather than sort things out militarily,” he said.

Lavrov (pictured) also said that extremists are moving 
from Syria’s Idlib to Libya for destabilizing the situation in 
the North African country.

“There are the remaining hotbeds of terrorist activ-
ity, namely in Idlib, where extremists have been losing 
ground,” Lavrov said. “But unfortunately, if we speak 
about ties between Syria and Libya, they [terrorists] are 
largely moving to Libya in order to continue stirring the 
pot in that country.”

Russia’s top diplomat noted that some 90% of the coun-
try’s territory is currently under control of the legitimate 
Syrian government and Assad’s forces have been gaining 
ground.

“Certainly, the task for the future is to iron out problems 
in northeastern Syria, which are mainly caused by illegal 
presence of US forces there who have been actively en-
couraging separatism on the right bank of the Euphrates,” 
Lavrov said.

Lavrov emphasized that the situation in Syria is much 
better than in Libya because the political settlement pro-
cess is underway in the Arab republic. This became pos-
sible since all parties to the conflict have a responsible ap-
proach, he explained.

On January 12, a ceasefire in Libya proposed by the Rus-
sian and Turkish Presidents Vladimir Putin and Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan as part of a larger initiative to achieve 
peace in the country entered into force at midnight. 

The ceasefire’s objective is to stop hostilities between 
the Libyan National Army (LNA) led by Field Marshal Khal-
ifa Haftar and Fayez al-Sarraj’s Government of National Ac-
cord (GNA) sitting in Tripoli.

 On Monday, representatives of the parties to the conflict 
arrived in Moscow for talks after which GNA envoys signed 
a ceasefire agreement.

Haftar took a pause to study the agreement. However, 
later he left Moscow without putting his signature under 
the document, Arab media outlets reported. 

In the early hours of January 14, armed clashes re-
erupted in south Tripoli - the target of a decisive offensive 
declared by Haftar in December. The LNA issued a state-
ment declaring “readiness and determination to achieve 
victory.”   				    Agencies

BEIJING

Millions of Chinese are travelling 
smarter, faster, more efficiently and 
more comfortably than ever before 
after one of the world’s largest human 
migrations got underway last Friday.

And the travel choices for the 2020 
Spring Festival travel rush are also 
more diverse with a comprehensive 
transport system covering road, rail, 
water and air.

The travel rush, which sees families 
and friends reunite around the coun-
try for China’s most important tradi-
tional holiday, began 15 days ahead of 
the Spring Festival, or Chinese Lunar 
New Year, which falls on Jan. 25 this 
year.

The high-speed rail link between 
Beijing and Zhangjiakou, co-host city 
of the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics in 
north China’s Hebei Province, started 
operating on Dec. 30 last year.

The travel time between the two cit-
ies has been greatly shortened, and 
Zhangjiakou is now with Beijing’s one-
hour economic circle, said Li Sheng-
wu, head of the Infrastructure Devel-
opment Department of Zhangjiakou 
Development and Reform Commis-
sion.

Wang spoke highly of the compre-
hensive strategic cooperative partner-
ship between China and Zimbabwe, 
saying that during the period of strug-
gle for national liberation, China and 
Zimbabwe were close brothers who 
fought side by side; and during the 
current national construction pro-
cess, the two countries are mutually 
beneficial and win-win partners.

Wang believed the southern African 
country has a bright future, noting 

Technology takes pressure off China’s Spring Festival travel rush

Gambia opens a consulate general in Dakhla

Debris is seen from an Ukrainian plane which crashed as authorities work at the scene in Shahedshahr, south-
west of the capital Tehran, Iran, Jan 8, 2020. ( AP)

Iran announces arrests 
over plane disaster as 
protests rage on

LILONGWE

Judges handling the election case in which Malawi op-
position petitioned for the nullification of the May presiden-
tial election results have exposed bribery attempts by some 
quarters to have the case ruled in their favor.

According to the local media, the news broke out when 
one of the five judges handling the case was approached by 
some quarters with the bribery, and he reported it to the 
Chief Justice, Andrew Nyirenda, who in turn lodged a formal 
complaint to the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB). 

The ACB Executive Director, Ryneck Matemba, confirmed 
to the local media Sunday that he had indeed received the 
complaint from the Chief Justice on attempted bribery by 
some individuals but the ACB chief said it was too early to 
shed more light. 

“I can confirm that the Anti-Corruption Bureau received 
written complaint from the Chief Justice on a matter related 
to the presidential election case that is pending judgment in 
the constitutional court,” the ACB chief was quoted by the lo-
cal media. ”We cannot, however, disclose any further details 
of the complaint,” Matemba was further quoted, adding that 
“suffice it to say the ACB is pursuing this particular complaint 
as well as other written complaints that we also received 
from different sources and stakeholders.”

The ACB chief added that the complaints received were 
not against any political parties or any of the parties to the 
presidential election case but against specific individuals. 

According to the local media, which quoted sources close 
to the case, a politician is said to have used renowned busi-
ness man to channel some cash to the judges through anoth-
er senior connection in the highest ranks within the judiciary 
system.  					     Xinhua

Malawi judges expose bribery attempts 
in election case, says report

China supports Zimbabwe in speeding 
up the pace of reform and in exploring 
the road to development in line with 
its own national conditions.

He also stressed that China is will-
ing to share its experience in eco-
nomic and social development and 
governance with Zimbabwe with no 
reservation, and continue to provide 
assistance and support within its ca-
pability.

Wang urged the two sides to closely 
coordinate and cooperate in multilat-
eral affairs, and jointly oppose unilat-
eralism and bullying.

A core part of the “eight verticals 
and eight horizontals” rail network, 
the Beijing-Zhangjiakou high-speed 
service connects with the Zhangjiak-
ou-Hohhot and Datong-Zhangjiakou 
high-speed lines, helping to reduce 
the holiday travel pressure in Beijing, 
eastern Inner Mongolia, Shanxi Prov-
ince and northern Hebei Province.
Travel is becoming more efficient for 
travelers this Spring Festival, who are 
expected to make 3.6 billion trips dur-
ing the period.

Ticket sale is the first big test. Rapid 
technological development has accel-
erated online ticket sales and ticket 
checking.In the 2020 holiday rush, the 
daily ticketing capacity of the official 
12306 online booking service will in-
crease from 15 million to 20 million.

Ticket checking is faster as e-tickets 
are quickly replacing paper tickets. 
The checking of e-tickets, a service 
now available at all high-speed railway 
stations, takes 30 percent less time 
compared with manual checking of 
paper tickets.Facial recognition tech-
nology has also been used in some sta-
tions to speed up the ticket checking 

during the travel rush.
The Beijing-Zhangjiakou railway is the first intel-

ligent high-speed service with scientific and tech-
nological elements inside and out.

The carriages offer 5G signal, wireless charging, 
intelligent light adjustment, stepless color-chang-
ing windows, blind guidance and other functions. 

They also have adjustable seats and ski equip-
ment cabinets, and can receive live broadcasts 
from the 2022 Winter Olympics.

The in-depth application of big data, AI and 
5G technologies promises to usher in more new-
generation intelligent vehicles such as self-driving 
vehicles, ultra-high-speed trains, unmanned aerial 
vehicles and intelligent ships. 

				    Xinhua

process
.Travel services are also becoming more in-

telligent with robot information services and 
intelligent storage facilities further improving 
travel efficiency.

In recent years, stations with heavy traffic 
such as the southern city of Guangzhou and 
the northwestern city of Xi’an have been using 
patrol robots for security. The robot can be on 
duty 24 hours a day in all weathers and check 
potential risks to prevent fire and other safety 
problems.

Artificial intelligence (AI) security monitoring 
is realizing real-time analysis and early warning 
of passenger flows, so authorities can effective-
ly prevent stampedes and other safety issues 

 Passengers prepare to board a train at Beijing North Railway Station in Beijing, capital of China, Jan. 10, 2020. 
China, the world’s most populated country, on Friday ushered in its largest annual migration, 15 days ahead of 
the Spring Festival, or the Lunar New Year.   There will be three billion trips during the travel rush from Jan. 
10 to Feb. 18 for family reunions and travel, slightly up from that of last year, according to a forecast from the 
National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC). (Xinhua)
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Chinese President Xi Jinping’s state 
visit to Myanmar, scheduled from Janu-
ary 17 to 18, is expected to deepen the 
high-quality Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) cooperation and promote the 
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor 
(CMEC) from conceptual planning to 
construction.

As a landmark project between the 
two countries, the economic corridor 
is bound to form a three-pillar giant co-
operation pattern, boost connectivity 
among large projects along the routes, 
and benefit both countries and peo-
ples.

Myanmar is an important partner of 
China to jointly build the Belt and Road 
Initiative. With complementary advan-
tages, China and Myanmar boast huge 
potential for cooperation. Leaders of 
the two countries have drawn up blue-
print for the BRI construction on many 
bilateral and multilateral occasions.

Myanmar attaches great importance 
to the BRI. Many cooperative mecha-
nisms and platforms have been estab-
lished under the Initiative, such as the 
joint committee for Myanmar-China 
Economic, Trade and Technical Co-
operation, the joint committee for the 
CMEC, and the CMEC Forum, and the 
Steering Committee for the Implemen-
tation of BRI, which was firstly held in 
February, 2019.

The 21st century is the one featuring 
globalization and connectivity, said Dr. 
Khin Maung Nyunt, Senior Research 
Fellow of Myanmar Development In-
stitute (MDI),a researcher with the 
Myanmar Institute of Strategic and In-
ternational Studies, adding that the in-
sightful BRI proposed by China, which 
aims to strengthen interconnectivity, 
suits the trend of the world.

As a demonstration and prototype 
project of the BRI, the China-Myanmar 
oil and gas pipeline project has brought 
significant changes to Kyaukpyu, a 
town in Rakhine State, western Myan-
mar.

The town was only provided with 
electricity two or three hours every day 
and it was expensive for independent 
power producers to generate electric-
ity, said a local working in hotel man-
agement.

With the project, about 602,700 cu-
bic meters of gas is transported to the 
power plants in Kyaukpyu every day, 
providing electricity for the locals 24 
hours each day at a much lower cost.

The China-Myanmar oil and gas pipe-
line project has not only enabled Myan-
mar to make monetary gain by export-
ing gas overseas, but has boosted the 
employment at home.

It has brought direct economic ben-
efits of $520 million for Myanmar by 
November 30, 2019.

With a batch of down-to-earth pro-
jects, Chinese companies have im-
proved the economic and social con-
ditions for Myanmar to secure greater 
economic growth.

While villagers at Mon State, south 
Myanmar, have gained access to house-
hold appliances like refrigerators and 
televisions, those from over 30 villages 
near the Chinese-constructed Let-
padaung Copper Mine have become 
better-off.

Myanmar has poor infrastructure, 
yet the development of rural areas 
especially depends on infrastructure 
construction, said Dr Nay Lin, chair-
man of Myanmar Alinyaung (Bright-
ness) Foundation ( MAF).

He pointed out that many cities in 
Myanmar, Rangoon for one, have great-
ly improved the infrastructure since 
Myanmar became a part of the BRI 
construction.

More highways have been built and 
some projects have helped the rural 
residents to make more money, he 
noted, adding that the country has de-
veloped in the highest level with the 
smallest cost thanks to the BRI.

In November 2017, China proposed 
building the China-Myanmar Econom-
ic Corridor to form a large cooperation 
pattern between the two countries. 
One month later, leaders from the 
two countries reached an important 
consensus on building the economic 
corridor, from where the corridor has 
entered a period of fast development.

China and Myanmar signed a memo-
randum of understanding on building 
the CMEC in September 2018.

The CMEC has actually benefitted 
Myanmar. The country’s economic 
growth rate is estimated at 7 percent 
from the fiscal year of 2019 to 2020 
as the CMEC has stimulated the trans-
portation and tourism in Myanmar, ac-
cording to a report on the income and 
expenditure of the country, as reported 
by the Burmese media.

The CMEC has not only helped the 
areas along the corridor to build their 
own industrial system, but has also 
boosted relevant industries such as 
transportation and improved the local 
education and science and technology, 
noted U Thit Linn Ohn, former Ambas-
sador of Myanmar to China.

He added that Myanmar hopes to put 
into practice the cooperative projects 
under the CMEC to benefit the people 
of the two countries.

		  People’s Daily

PARIS 

 France and five West African states 
agreed on Monday to combine their 
military forces under one command 
structure to fight a growing Islamist 
militancy in the Sahel region, with Par-
is committing an extra 220 troops.

French President Emmanuel Macron 
had called the leaders of Mali, Burki-
na Faso, Chad, Niger and Mauritania, 
known as the G5, to the southwestern 
French town of Pau to discuss the bat-
tle against insurgents in the Sahel, an 
arid region just below the Sahara de-
sert.

With growing anti-French sentiment 
in the five countries over Paris’ han-
dling of an insurgency by Islamist mili-
tants that has seen hundreds of their 
soldiers killed in recent weeks, Macron 
had warned that he could withdraw 
French troops without a clear political 
commitment from them.

France, the former colonial power, 
has 4,500 troops in Mali and the wider 
Sahel, but security has been progres-
sively worsening. Macron said the situ-
ation had now been clarified.

 Militants linked to al Qaeda and Is-
lamic State have strengthened their 
foothold, making large swathes of ter-
ritory ungovernable and stoking ethnic 
violence, especially in Mali and Burkina 
Faso.

“Today, more than ever, the fact is 
that the results, despite the effort, are 
below the expectations of the popu-
lation,” Burkina Faso President Roch 
Marc Kabore told a joint news confer-
ence. “It’s for this reason that we have 
decided to review the deployment and 
redefine the pillars for our future ac-
tion.”

The new structure, named Coali-

tion for the Sahel, brings the G5 states, 
French forces and any future troops 
under a single command. It aims to 
enable joint operations, greater intel-
ligence-sharing and quicker response 
time in particular for French forces in 
the border areas linking Niger, Mali and 
Burkina Faso, where the insurgency is 
at its worst.

Concerns over United States pres-
ence

Criticised in France for allowing 
French troops to get bogged down and 
facing growing hostility in West Africa 
for failing to restore stability, Macron 
has become increasingly frustrated, 
but the French leader appeared satis-
fied with Monday’s results.

Another 220 French troops will be 
sent to give fresh momentum to the 
fight with more European special 
forces expected to join in the coming 
months, he said.

“The priority is Islamic State in the 
Grand Sahara. ... It is our priority be-
cause it is the most dangerous,” Macron 
said. “We have no choice, we need re-
sults.”

French troops were hailed as heroes 
in 2013 when their intervention helped 
prevent an Islamist militant push to the 
Malian capital, Bamako.

But their standing has slipped as the 
security situation deteriorated. At least 
89 local soldiers were killed in a sus-
pected jihadist attack on an army base 
in Niger this weekend, four security 
sources said.

 Pau, the location of the summit, is 
home to a helicopter regiment which 
saw several of its French soldiers killed 
in a helicopter collision in Mali in No-
vember.

Macron said he was also worried of 
a possible withdrawal by the United 
States military in the area. It provides 
intelligence, logistical and drone sup-
port for France’s forces. There have 
been mixed signals from Washington 
that it could pull out.

“If the Americans were to decide to 
leave Africa it would be really bad news 
for us,” Macron said. “I hope to be able 
to convince President (Donald) Trump 
that the fight against terrorism also 
plays out in this region.”      Xinhua

France, West Africa to unite forces 
in fight against Islamist militants

The Chinese economy has 
come under international spot-
light at the beginning of 2020. “Chi-
na will outperform expectations in 
2020.” “Economists are optimistic 
on China’s growth prospects.” 
“Eye-catching figures indicate 
China’s economic achievements.” 
It is commonly acknowledged by 
the international society that pres-
sured by rising domestic and ex-
ternal risks and challenges, China’s 
economy demonstrates bright 
prospects.

It’s universally recognized that 
the momentum of steady growth 
for China’s economy has never 
changed and will be an underly-
ing trend going forward. The re-
cent Global Economic Prospects 
released by the World Bank indi-
cated that China’s economy main-
tained resilient under the support 
of the robust growth of disposal 
income, and the economic growth 
was one of the fastest in the world.

Against the backdrop of a slug-
gish world economy, China will 
still be the leading engine of global 
economic growth, Russia’s Sput-
nik news agency reported. U.S. 
media pointed out that strong 
survey data indicated that China’s 
economic growth is better than 
expected, which has given hope to 
other export-oriented economies 
in the region.

  China’s economic stability 
and progress remain unchanged, 
which could be attributed to the 
solid foundation laid by long-term 
development. The total retail sales 
of consumer goods in China in 
2019 is expected to exceed 40 tril-
lion yuan for the first time, and 
consumption will contribute more 
than 60 percent to economic 
growth, becoming the first driving 

force for economic growth for six 
consecutive years.

The purchasing managers’ in-
dex for China’s manufacturing 
sector has firmed up, with manu-
facturing confidence continuing 
to rise. In 2019, China’s GDP is ex-
pected to hit 100 trillion yuan.

It has been generally noted that 
this means that China’s per capita 
GDP will reach $10,000. The huge 
volume serves as the basis for 
China’s economic development 
and the high-quality development 
shows the resilience of the Chinese 
economy. Foreign media praised 
that the Chinese economy is pick-
ing up in the headwind.

Reform and opening-up has 
been further advanced, so that 
China’s economy is full of new vi-
tality. China’s economy faces chal-

lenges, but these challenges can be 
overcome. As observed by the out-
side world, China faces up to the 
problem of imbalanced and inad-
equate development, thoroughly 
implements the new development 
concept, and constantly translates 
external pressure into the power-
ful motivation for deepening re-
form and expanding opening up. 
As a result, its economic structure 
has become more effective, sus-
tainable and innovative.

In the face of the uncertainty 
brought by protectionism, China 
continues to improve the busi-
ness environment, continuously 
reduces the overall level of tariffs, 
and demonstrates its determina-
tion to share the huge dividends 
of its market with nearly 1.4 billion 
people with the world.

“From the investment perspec-
tive, China has always been the 
most attractive place.” The words 
by heads of transnational corpora-
tions manifested their confidence 
in the Chinese economy. Stephen 
Perry, chairman of the 48 Group 
Club in the UK, believes that 
opening-up has done wonders for 
China and will create even greater 
wonders.

From being optimistic about to 
relying more heavily on the Chi-
nese economy, the world is un-
der stronger influence of China’s 
economy. A recent poll conducted 
by the Pew Research Center in the 
U.S. showed that people in many 
countries around the world have a 
positive view of China’s economic 
growth.

British scholar Martin Jacques 

pointed out that the main source 
of global economic growth in the 
past decade has been China. China 
has created the most unusual eco-
nomic development story in hu-
man history and it will continue to 
do so in the next decade.

Japanese media have observed 
that more and more graduates 
from the country consider China’s 
rapid growth attractive and set 
their sights on job hunting in Chi-
na. The positive energy injected 
into world development by China 
has attracted much attention, seen 
both from global macro-economic 
analysis and individual feelings of 
foreigners.

2020 is a year in which China 
will win the battle against extreme 
poverty, build a moderately pros-
perous society in all respects, and 

achieve its first centenary goal. It is 
a landmark year in the history of 
China and the world.

From whichever direction the 
winds leap, China remains strong. 
Faced with instability and uncer-
tainty in the external environ-
ment, the Chinese economy has 
withstood the test and sharpened 
its strength and resilience.

In 2020, China is a force that the 
world can rely on, said a scholar 
of international politics based in 
Berlin, Germany, expressing the 
world’s confidence in and expecta-
tions for China’s development. It is 
believed that the giant ship of the 
Chinese economy that sails along 
the tide of economic globaliza-
tion is indestructible. Combining 
its own development in the great 
cause of global common develop-
ment, China conforms to the trend 
of the times.

	            People’s Daily

China’s economy attracts global attention

COLOMBO

Moscow is ready to contribute to 
launching dialogue between Washing-
ton and Tehran if the sides show inter-
est in this, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov told a news conference 
yesterday.

“We are calling on the US and Iran to 
show restraint and solve all problems 
through dialogue,” Lavrov said. “Many 
tried and continue trying to contrib-
ute to launching contacts between 
the United States and Iran to ease ten-
sions,” he said, stressing: “[We] are 
also ready to help if the sides show a 
real interest in this.”

Meanwhile, Russia’s top diplomat 
emphasized that Moscow was not go-
ing to meddle in the ties between the 
United States and Iran. “By meddling, 
as you said, in US-Iranian relations I 
mean some physical actions.”.

Escalation Persian Gulf
Russia is in opposition to escalation 

of tensions in the Persian Gulf region 
whatever the side responsible for it, 
Lavrov said.

According to him, “no one can be 
satisfied with what is unfolding in the 
Persian Gulf region where tensions 
and nervousness are cranked up, 
which are already manifesting in ac-
tions, people are dying from it.”

“We cannot turn a blind eye to the 
fact that it all started the moment 
when the United States announced a 
few years ago that “all problems and 
woes of the region arise from Iran’s ac-
tivities, that Iran is the main terrorist” 
even though no one can prove this and 
“that Iran should stop exercising influ-
ence over what is happening around 
its borders,” the minister underlined.

Parallel to that, Lavrov continued, 
“the US tore up its obligations to the 
JCPOA ( Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action on the Iranian nuclear program 
- TASS), started punishing everyone 
engaged in legitimate trade with Iran 
with sanctions which also led to sig-
nificant heightening of tensions.”

“We understand Sri Lanka’s con-
cern that a conflict in the Persian gulf 
region can take its toll on exports of 
traditional goods, not only Sri Lankan 
manufacturers will suffer,” the top 
Russian diplomat noted. “The Persian 
Gulf of a place where transport arter-
ies are running through and that has 
strategic significance for international 
trade, particularly the energy source 
trade.”			    Xinhua

Russia ready to help 
establish dialogue 
between US and 
Iran, Lavrov says

China and Myanmar write 
a new chapter of jointly 
building the Belt and Road

ADDIS ABABA

The African Union (AU) Commis-
sion on Tuesday disclosed that the 
financial contribution from AU mem-
ber countries to the AU Peace Fund 
has surpassed 141 million U.S. dollars 
during the past three years period.

The statement was made by the 
Chairperson of the 55-member pan 
African bloc Moussa Faki Mahamat 
on Tuesday, as he announced that 
the AU member states have “contrib-
uted 141 million U.S. dollars to the AU 
Peace Fund in less than three years.” 

“Solid progress is being made in 

African countries contribute 141 mln USD to continental peace fund 

delivering on the 2015 Assembly deci-
sions on financial autonomy,” the AU 
Commission chairperson said during 
an ongoing high-level retreat on the 
operationalization of the AU Peace 
Fund. 

Mahamat also stressed that “the full 
operationalization of the African Un-
ion Peace Fund in 2020 is one the top 
priorities that I will personally lead 
on.”

According to Mahamat, the growing 
financial contribution “demonstrates 
AU member states’ commitment to 
ensuring predictable and sustainable 
financing for peace and security activi-

ties in Africa.” 
The AU Commission Chairperson 

also stressed that the financial con-
tribution to the AU Peace Fund is ex-
pected to “gradually increase to 400 
million U.S. dollars by 2021.”

 The AU, which aspires the Peace 
Fund to finance activities in three the-
matic areas that include mediation 
and preventive diplomacy, institution-
al capacity and peace support opera-
tions, envisaged that the continental 
Peace Fund, once fully operational, 
would “become the principal financ-
ing instrument for peace and security 
activities on the continent.”  Xinhua

WASHINGTON 

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
on Monday said Qassem Soleimani 
was killed as part of a broader strategy 
of deterring challenges by US foes that 
also applies to Russia, further diluting 
the assertion that the top Iranian gen-
eral was struck because he was plot-
ting imminent attacks on US targets.

In his speech at Stanford University’s 
Hoover Institute, Pompeo (pictured) 
made no mention of the threat of im-
minent attacks planned by Soleimani. 
It only was in response to a question 
that he repeated his earlier assertion 
that pre-empting such plots was the 
reason for the Jan 3 American drone 
strike on Iran’s second most powerful 
official. 

His speech, “The Restoration of 
Deterrence: The Iranian Example,” 

focused on what he called an admin-
istration strategy to establish “real de-
terrence” against Iran following earlier 
Republican and Democratic policies 
that encouraged Tehran’s “malign ac-
tivity.”  Democratic and some Repub-
lican lawmakers have challenged the 
administration over the self-defense 
rationale supported by undisclosed 
intelligence over imminent attacks. 
US President Donald Trump has said 
the potential targets included four US 
embassies.

On Sunday, Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper said he had seen no intelligence 
forewarning of imminent attacks on 
embassies. Trump on Monday added 
new fuel to the controversy by say-
ing “it really doesn’t matter” whether 
Soleimani posed an imminent threat.

Pompeo said there was “a bigger 
strategy” behind the killing of Soleim-
ani, the commander of the Quds Force, 
Iran’s elite foreign espionage and para-
military force.

“President Trump and those of us 
in his national security team are re-
establishing deterrence – real deter-
rence ‒ against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,” he said.

“Your adversary must understand 
not only that you have the capacity 
to impose cost but that you’re in fact 
willing to do so,” Pompeo said, add-
ing that the 2015 Iranian nuclear deal 

from which Trump withdrew in 2018 
had emboldened Tehran.

“America now enjoys the greatest 
position of strength regarding Iran 
we’ve ever been in,” he said, point-
ing to the damage done to the Iranian 
economy by US sanctions that Trump 
re-imposed following his withdrawal 
from the nuclear deal.

 “The importance of deterrence isn’t 
confined to Iran,” Pompeo said. “In all 
cases, we must deter foes to defend 
freedom. That’s the whole point of 
President Trump’s work to make our 
military the strongest it’s ever been.”

He cited the resumption of lethal 
military aid to Ukraine for defense 
against Russia-backed separatists, 
Trump’s withdrawal from an arms 
control accord with Moscow and tests 
of a new US intermediate-range cruise 
missile. 		  Agencies

Pompeo: Soleimani killing part of new strategy to deter US foes

Chinese and Burmese workers test the equipment at the distribution station of China-
Myanmar oil and gas pipelines in Mandalay, Myanmar. 

President Emmanuel Macron
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NEW YORK

BEYONCE’s “Spirit” from “The Lion King” 
didn’t roar loud enough for the Academy 
Awards: The song didn’t earn a nomination 
for best original song, though Randy 
Newman, Elton John and the husband-wife 
duo Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert 
Lopez have a chance at winning another 
Oscar for songwriting.

Rounding out the five nominees for best 
original song are Diane Warren, earning her 
11th bid with no wins, and Cynthia Erivo, who 
also picked up a nomination for best actress 
for “Harriet.”

Beyoncé’s “Spirit” was nominated for best 
original song at this month’s Golden Globes, 
but lost to John and Bernie Taupin’s “(I’m 
Gonna) Love Me Again” from “Rocketman.” 
John, who is nominated with Taupin, won an 
Academy Award with Tim Rice for “Can You 
Feel the Love Tonight” from the original “The 
Lion King.”

Newman has won two Oscars for best 
original song — for “If I Didn’t Have You” from 
“Monsters, Inc.” and “We Belong Together” 
from “Toy Story 3.” This year he’s a double 
nominee: He’s up for best original score with 
“Marriage Story” and best original song with 
“I Can’t Let You Throw Yourself Away” from 
“Toy Story 4,” which is up for best animated 
feature film. 

“Frozen 2” didn’t make it in the latter 
category, but the Lopez’s song from the 
film, “Into the Unknown,” is up for best 
original song. The duo picked Oscars for the 
ubiquitous hit “Let It Go” from “Frozen” and 
“Remember Me” from “Coco.”

Erivo follows in the footsteps of Lady Gaga 
and Mary J. Blige — stars who were nominated 
for both acting and music trophies in the same 
year at the Academy Awards. Erivo shares her 
best original song nomination for “Stand Up” 
from “Harriet” with Joshuah Brian Campbell 
and the bid brings her closer to EGOT status 
since she’s already won an Emmy, Grammy 
and Tony for her work in Broadway’s “The 
Color Purple.”

Warren could finally win an Oscar with 
her 11th try: She’s nominated for “I’m 
Standing with You” from the Christian drama 
“Breakthrough.” The song is performed by 
the film’s star, “This Is Us” actress Chrissy 
Metz.

Nominees joining Newman for best 
original score are Alexandre Desplat for 
“Little Women,” Thomas Newman for “1917,” 
John Williams for “Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker” and Hildur Guðnadóttir for 
“Joker.” If Guðnadóttir wins, she could the 
first woman to do so since Anne Dudley 
picked up best original score for “The Full 
Monty” at the 1998 Academy Awards.

Beyoncé snubbed at Oscars; Elton 
John, Randy Newman get nods 

 Beyonce

 

								      

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe
                 
MTIBWA Sugar were crowned 

2020 Mapinduzi Cup champions 
after they had defeated Simba 1-0 at 
the Amaan Stadium on Monday night 
in Zanzibar. 

A first half strike from midfielder 
Awadh Juma sealed a second 
Mapinduzi Cup title for the 
Manungu based side, while  Simba,  
nicknamed ‘Msimbazi Reds’, were 
left disappointed in their sixth final 
despite dominating possession. 

The Guardian takes a look at the 
four talking points from the Monday 
night final 

Awadh Juma shows his worth 
Awadh Juma is proving to be the 

best signing for Mtibwa Sugar this 
season. The former African Lyon 
midfielder scored the all important 
goal for the millers to help them win 
the Mapinduzi Cup. 

He scored with a composed finish 
and that was perhaps the least 
impressive part of his performance 
as he ran the midfield well with his 
clever movement and fantastic work 
rate. 

Despite only finding the net on 
three occasions this season, all of 
those goals have been winners. He 
scored the only goal in Mtibwa Sugar 
1-0 victory against Mbao in their 
last league assignment. He had also 
scored in a 1-0 win over Mwadui. 

Zuberi Katwila outsmarted 
Vandenbroeck 

Mtibwa Sugar had twice as many 
shots on target despite ceding 
possession to Simba. They had a 
total of eight shots on target while 
Simba who had the lion’s share of the 
possession at 60% managed just four 
attempts. 

Head coach Zuberi Katwila got the 
better of his Simba counterpart, Sven 

Vandenbroeck. 
He set his side in such a way that 

despite Simba dominating possession 
for the majority of the match they 
scarcely threatened, other than a few 
fleeting opportunities. 

Katwila’s charges tore forward on 
the break with verve and intent, they 
soaked up Simba pressure and then 
hit them on the break with speed and 
forced Simba into committing more 
fouls than is customary in games 
against local opponents. 

Just like in Simba’s Mainland 
Premier League game against Yanga 
where the latter’s coach Boniface 
Mkwasa came top in the tactical 
battle, once again, Simba head coach 
Sven Vandenbroeck was outsmarted 
by a local. 

Ndemla fails to grasp rare 
starting opportunity 

It is not always that Said Ndemla 
gets to start for Simba. For most of his 
now seven year spell at the Msimbazi 
Street side’s den he has mostly been 
either a sub or a back-up. 

There was the period starting in 
2015/16 during Dylan Kerr’s rein 
where Ndemla was one of the regular 
starters, but otherwise he has been 
on the outside looking in. 

This season he has played just 
two competitive matches and 
this Mapinduzi Cup was meant to 
show what he can offer to coach 
Vandenbroeck. 

Against Mtibwa Sugar he was 
handed a rare start but unfortunately 
he did not do enough to convince 
the coach he warranties more game 

time. 

Erasto Nyoni lack of match 
fitness 

The highly rated versatile player 
had a difficult game and was 
responsible for Mtibwa Sugar’s goal.

He was outpaced by Awadh Juma 
and could not watch as the ball was 
tucked past keeper Beno Kakolanya. 

Coming from an injury lay off, it is 
clear Nyoni is lacking match fitness 
and has been badly exposed in the 
Mapinduzi Cup tournament. 

Perhaps Nyoni was unnecessarily 
rushed back to the pitch. Simba have 
an abundance of centre backs at their 
disposal. Paschal Wawa, Kennedy 
Juma, Tyrone Santos, Yusuph Mlipili, 
and Gerson Fraga were available for 
selection.

Talking points from 2020 
Mapinduzi Cup final   

Bluefins’ swimmer Husain Hassanali in action at the Taliss Championships that took place in Dar es Salaam earlier last year. He was 
part of the Bluefins’ team which participated at the Isamilo Gala,  whch  took  place in Mwanza the same year. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
BLUEFINS CLUB

Queen agrees to let Harry, Meghan move part time to Canada 
SANDRINGHAM, England

BRITAIN’s pragmatic queen 
brokered a deal Monday to secure the 
future of the monarchy, charting a 
course for Prince Harry and his wife, 
Meghan, that allows them to live part 
time in Canada while still remaining 
firmly tied to the House of Windsor.

The decision followed a summit 
at Queen Elizabeth II’s Sandringham 
estate in eastern England that sought 
to resolve the conundrum of what to 
do with royals who only want the job 
part time. The British monarch said in 
a statement that the summit of senior 
royals was “constructive,” and that it 
had been “agreed that there will be a 
period of transition″ to sort things out 
during which Meghan and Harry will 
spend time in both Canada and the 
U.K.

“My family and I are entirely 
supportive of Harry and Meghan’s 
desire to create a new life as a young 
family,″ the queen said in a statement 
that offered a demonstrably soft tone. 
“Although we would have preferred 
them to remain full-time working 
members of the Royal Family, we 
respect and understand their wish 
to live a more independent life as a 
family while remaining a valued part 
of my family.″

Royal statements are usually 
sticklers for protocol, but the queen 
referred to “my grandson and his 
family” and “Harry and Meghan” 
rather than using the couple’s formal 
title, Duke and Duchess of Sussex.

The summit marked the first face-
to-face talks with Harry since he and 
Meghan unveiled their controversial 
wish last week to step back from 
their royal roles, become financially 
independent and split their time 
between Britain and North America. 
The meeting reflected the queen’s 
desire to contain the fallout from the 
independence announcement, which 
prompted hurt feelings among senior 
family members not told in advance 
of the decision.

But by midday Monday, the House 
of Windsor showed signs of pulling 
together. Princes William and Harry 
issued a joint statement slamming a 
newspaper report describing a severe 
strain in their relationship, calling 
the story offensive and potentially 
harmful.

Though the statement did not name 
the newspaper, the Times of London 
has a front page story about the 
crisis in which a source alleged that 
Harry and Meghan had been pushed 
away by the “bullying attitude” from 
William. The joint statement insisted 
that the story was “false.″

“For brothers who care so deeply 
about the issues surrounding mental 
health, the use of inflammatory 
language in this way is offensive and 
potentially harmful,” the statement 
said.

The queen said after Monday’s 
meeting that these were “complex 
matters for my family to resolve, and 
there is some more work to be done, 
but I have asked for final decisions to 
be reached in the coming days.” 

One of the trickier questions that 
needs to be worked out is precisely 
what it means for a royal to be 
financially independent and what 
activities can be undertaken to 
make money. Other royals who have 
ventured into the world of commerce 
have found it complicated.

Sophie, the countess of Wessex, 
sought to keep her public relations 
firm going after her marriage to the 
queen’s third son, Prince Edward, 
only to find herself embroiled in 
controversy when she was tricked by 
the “Fake Sheikh” — an undercover 
reporter offering a lucrative contract 
for her firm.

Sophie hinted that if the “sheikh” 
paid for the firm’s services he would 
get greater publicity because of her 
royal role. In the end, both Sophie 
and Edward, who ran a television 
company, gave up their businesses to 
become full-time royals in 2002.

Prince Andrew, who was a UK trade 
envoy, has faced heated questions 
about his relationship with the late 
convicted sex offender and financier, 
Jeffrey Epstein, whom Andrew has 
said was beneficial to making useful 
contacts. The queen’s second son 
has relinquished royal duties and 
patronages after being accused by a 
woman who says she was an Epstein 
trafficking victim who slept with the 
prince.

Harry and Meghan also face 
questions about paying for security, 
which is currently taxpayer-funded. 
Home Secretary Priti Patel refused 
to comment, but said safety was a 
priority and added that “royal family 
themselves need some time and space 
for them to work through the current 
issues that they’re dealing with.”

Meghan, who is American, has 
longstanding ties to Canada, having 
lived in Toronto while filming the 
popular TV series, “Suits.” On Friday, 
she returned to Canada, where the 
couple and 8-month-old Archie spent 
a six-week holiday break out of the 
public eye.

Bob Morris, honorary senior 

research associate at University 
College London’s Constitution Unit, 
said that the crux of the matter lies 
in the difference between being a 
celebrity and having royal status. 

“Royal status sets you apart, it gives 
you special role in our society,″ he 
said. “It is very difficult for you to put 
the hat on and take it off. You cannot 
be half royal or royal part of the time. 
You can switch it off and on, and it 
seems to me the royal identity would 
always be the dominant one.”

Some of the challenges are 
enshrined in the law devised some 
20 years ago after an inquiry that 
followed Sophie’s, brush with the 
fake sheikh. The rules are aimed 
at ensuring working royals do not 
exploit their status to profit in 
business.

Under the guidelines, the royals 
must consult the most senior member 
of the royal household before taking 
on a business activity — a measure 
that would encroach on Harry and 
Meghan’s independence.

Last week’s statement by the 
couple, who are also known as 
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex, 
pushed the issue out into the open 
and touched off a royal crisis. Tom 
Bradby, a TV journalist who is close 
to Harry and Meghan, warned in the 
Sunday Times that the royal family 
badly needed a peace deal to prevent 
“a protracted war” that could damage 
the monarchy.

“I have some idea of what might 
be aired in a full, no-holds-barred, 
sit-down interview (by Harry and 
Meghan) and I don’t think it would be 
pretty,” he wrote in the Sunday Times. 

With much at stake, the queen’s 
decision safeguarded the peace — for 
now. Royal expert Penny Junor said it 
was vital for the stability of the royal 
family to keep Meghan and Harry 
happy.

“What is absolutely imperative, in 
my view, is that Harry and Meghan 
do not go away feeling angry and hurt 
and rejected, because an angry, hurt, 
rejected Harry and Meghan could 
cause absolute havoc for the royal 
family,″ she said. “If they don’t care 
anymore, if they want to show them, 
if they want to get their own back, it 
could get very nasty. They could go 
completely rogue.”

AP

LOS ANGELES

KEVIN Love and LeBron James hadn’t played against each other since before they got together 
on the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2014 for a memorable four-year partnership.

After their first meeting since James moved to the West Coast ended in a blowout win for the 
Lakers, they got together on court with Tristan Thompson to renew a friendship that’s bigger 
than the game.

‘’That’s a brotherhood,’’ Love said. ‘’That’s a bond that can never be broken. You saw Tristan 
and myself out there with him. That’s something we’ll always remember and kind of take to our 
graves. He’s my brother for life, and it is weird playing against him.’’

These three champions’ connection is rock-solid, even after a game that demonstrated why 
only James is contending for another ring this year.

James scored 23 of his 31 points in a dominant second half, and Dwight Howard added season 
highs of 21 points and 15 rebounds in Los Angeles’ ninth consecutive victory, 128-99 over the Cavs 
on Monday night.

The powerhouse Lakers posted their highest-scoring half in 33 years while scoring 81 in the 
second half behind James, who added eight assists while passing Isiah Thomas for sole possession 
of eighth place on the NBA’s career list.

James led Los Angeles to its third straight win without Anthony Davis, who is out with a bruised 
backside ‘’Defensively, we got stops, and we had great pace,’’ James said. ‘’Even when they scored, 
we got the ball out and continued to play with pace. We played with a lot of balance.’’

James hasn’t been gone from Cleveland long enough to forget about his connection with 
Love or his spirited practice competitions with Thompson. The Cavaliers who stayed behind 
recognize their old teammate’s steady brilliance, but they also see the improved aspects to James’ 
ever-evolving game.

Thompson guarded James for long stretches, just like he would in scrimmages back in 
Cleveland. James still went 12 for 16, and he quarterbacked the Lakers’ up-tempo offense to 
perfection in the second half.

‘’He made some 3s to get himself going, but he did a good job of getting his teammates involved,’’ 
Thompson said. ‘’I accept the challenge. It’s fun playing against the best player of our generation, 
and probably one of the best of all time. I love it.’’

Love had 21 points and 11 rebounds for Cleveland in the third stop of a six-game road stretch. 
Two days after the Cavs posted a surprising win at powerhouse Denver, they couldn’t keep up 
with a franchise icon who hasn’t slowed down.

Returning from a one-game absence with an apparent case of the flu, James improved to 2-0 
against the Cavaliers since he departed for the second time in 2018. James had 32 points and 14 
rebounds in his return to Cleveland in November 2018, and he was injured last January when the 
Cavs beat the Lakers at Staples Center.

Thompson had 17 points and 10 rebounds for Cleveland, while Collin Sexton and Darius 
Garland added 16 points apiece. Cleveland jumped to a 14-point lead in the first half while most 
of the Lakers played listlessly, but Los Angeles ran away from the middle of the second quarter 
onward. ‘’When the pendulum began to swing, we couldn’t stop it,’’ Cleveland coach John Beilein 
said. ‘’LeBron took charge, just like he always has for a long time.’’

Meanwhile, in Boston, Jayson Tatum didn’t hesitate when asked about the team’s chemistry 
nearly halfway into the season.

“It’s a lot of fun when everybody’s contributing. Guys are genuinely happy for one another’s 
success,” he said after the Boston Celtics coasted to a 113-101 victory over the Chicago Bulls on 
Monday night. 									         AP

LeBron’s 31 now put Lakers past 
Cavs 128-99 for 9th straight win 

In this Tuesday, June 26, 2018 file photo, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, Prince Harry and 
Meghan, Duchess of Sussex pose for a group photo at the Queen’s Young Leaders 
Awards Ceremony at Buckingham Palace in London. (AP)
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By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

ENJOY Sergio Aguero while you 
can. The Manchester City striker’s 
contract at the Etihad expires in 
the summer of 2021 and, if the 
Argentine sticks to his oft-stated 
plan of returning to boyhood club 
Independiente when it runs out, 
we will only have another season-
and-a-half to appreciate his bril-
liance.

Aguero’s status as one of the 
best strikers in the world is with-
out question. For more than a 
decade, the 31-year-old has torn 
defences apart with Atletico Ma-
drid and Manchester City, both 
domestically and in the Champi-
ons League.

He can do the routine and the 
spectacular, equally capable of 
beating a goalkeeper from 30 
yards as tapping one in, inches 
from the goal-line. He also scores 
“heavy” goals too -- the profes-
sional parlance for big goals in 
big games -- and his title-winning 
strike for City against Queens 
Park Rangers in 2012, when he 
scored in the fourth minute of 
stoppage time to win the league 
for his club, is as memorable and 
iconic as it gets.

But after Aguero eclipsed Ar-
senal legend Thierry Henry on 
Sunday by becoming the highest-
scoring non-English player in 
Premier League history, it is fair 
to question whether he gets the 
acclaim and recognition that he 
truly deserves.

Aguero went into Sunday’s 6-1 
victory against Aston Villa at Villa 
Park with an identical record to 
Henry, having scored 174 goals in 
254 Premier League games. His 
hat-trick against Villa took him to 
177 in 255, moving him level with 
Chelsea boss Frank Lampard in 
fourth position on the list of the 
Premier League’s all-time top 
scorers, and he also went past 
Alan Shearer in the all-time hat 
trick count by scoring his 12th 
against Dean Smith’s team.

Even if Aguero has just one-and-
a-half seasons left in England, you 
would expect him to surpass Lam-
pard and Andy Cole (187 goals) in 
third place and become only the 
third player to break the 200-goal 
barrier in the Premier League 
behind Shearer (260) and Wayne 
Rooney (208).

Yet while Aguero is rightly laud-
ed as a legendary figure by City 
supporters, is he under-appreci-
ated by fans elsewhere? He was 
only named on the PFA Premier 
League Team of the Year for the 
first time in 2018, despite arriving 
at the club in 2011! And when the 
question is asked about the best, 
or most influential, foreign player 
to play in the Premier League, the 
same old names are often thrown 
up.

Henry is an obvious contender, 
having been a dominant force 
for Arsenal before, during and 
after their Invincible season in 
2003-04; Eric Cantona also gets 
a regular mention because of the 
transformative effect he had on 

Manchester United during the 
1990s following his arrival from 
Leeds in November 1992; Chelsea 
fans will always hail Gianfranco 
Zola’s impact at Stamford Bridge; 
while it won’t take long before Vir-
gil van Dijk and Mohamed Salah 
are elevated to similar status at 
Liverpool.

But Aguero always seems to 
slip under the radar, despite his 
incredible record at City since ar-
riving from Atletico Madrid nine 
years ago. He has now scored 
more goals than Henry and has 
won twice as many Premier 
League titles as the Frenchman 
(4-2 in Aguero’s favour).

Cantona won as many titles 
as Aguero and more FA Cups 
-- and the passage of time since 
he retired in 1997 has perhaps 
diminished memories of his con-
tribution -- but he was never as 
consistent in front of goal as the 
City man and his performances 
in the Champions League did not 
come close to the standards set by 
Aguero.

Despite scoring some great 
goals and helping to change the 
mentality at Chelsea, Zola never 
won a Premier League title dur-
ing his time in England and, while 
Van Dijk and Salah are likely to do 
that this season at Liverpool, they 
cannot come close to matching 
Aguero in terms of his longevity.

Aguero has broken the 20-goal 
barrier in six of his eight full sea-
sons at City and he already has 13 
this time around, so that gives you 
an idea of his consistency at the 
very highest level. But perhaps 
Aguero’s low-key persona is a rea-
son for his failure to claim the rec-
ognition he deserves.

Nine years after arriving in Eng-
land, he remains uncomfortable 
speaking publicly in English, so 
has been unable to connect with 
supporters and a wider audience 
in the same way that the articu-
late and outspoken Henry did at 
Arsenal.

Aguero does not seek publicity 
or use the media to his advantage 
and playing for City has also im-
pacted on his status beyond the 
Etihad. United, Liverpool and Ar-
senal are much bigger clubs on a 
global scale than City and com-
mand far greater media attention. 
They also have far deeper reser-
voirs of supporters who help raise 
the profile of their star players.

If Aguero had spent his Premier 
League career playing in red, he 
would almost certainly be held 
in the same regard as Henry and 
Cantona. But whatever the reason 
for his lack of true recognition, 
Aguero’s record speaks for itself 
and he will continue to score goals 
for City until the day he packs his 
bags for Argentina.

The modern-day pretenders to 
his crown as the best striker in the 
league -- Salah, Roberto Firmino, 
Sadio Mane and Harry Kane -- 
need to do it as consistently, and 
win as many trophies, as Aguero 
before they can even come close 
to challenging his status as the 
best of the best.

Why doesn’t Aguero get the 
recognition he deserves? 

By Graham Hunter, ESPN Spain writer

WHEN he left Barcelona’s training ground for the 
last time as the club’s manager before his dismissal 
on Monday, Ernesto Valverde noticeably wore a big, 
happy smile, and he raised a hand to wave some-
what ironically at the gathered media scrum. Why 
the smile? Well, perhaps because Valverde is a 
tough, pragmatic man.

Firstly, there couldn’t have been an iota of sur-
prise, at least at Barca president Josep Bartomeu’s 
actions. 

The humiliating manner of the club chasing one 
new coach after another in the past few days -- via 
which Barca signalled that they’d given up on their 
manager while his team is top of the League, facing 
a weak Napoli in the Champions League and await-
ing a first opponent in the Copa del Rey -- was so 
pathetic, so ridiculous, that perhaps it may have sur-
prised Valverde. But the 55-year-old Basque must 
have been counting the days until Bartomeu fully 
pulled the carpet from underneath him.

Now, just for a second, those who claim that fol-
lowing Barcelona’s dreadful display at Anfield in 
last year’s Champions League semifinals and the 
subsequent disappointment of losing the Copa del 
Rey final to Valencia, there might have been a natu-
ral and well-timed break between the club and their 
manager probably have a good case. But Barcelona 
didn’t do that. Either they thought they knew better, 
or they were playing a “we’ll do what suits us for the 
moment” game, which has now backfired and left 
them with egg on their face.

So, back to the point. Barcelona kept this man on, 
and they invested in the squad to the tune of more 
than 200 million euros, but I swear to you that Val-
verde will have been perfectly clear that his continu-
ity was hanging by a thread. Why? For two reasons.

Firstly, the away performances -- in both La Liga 
and the Champions League -- this season have not 
only continued a theme that has dogged Barcelona 
in Europe for several years now, they’ve worsened. 
Irrespective of their statistical positions right now, 
the trajectory was downward.

Secondly, Valverde is far from a stupid man, and 
only a stupid man would have failed to recall how 
Bartomeu does his business: in a knee-jerk and bru-
tal manner when he sees fit.

For example, this is the man who was vice-
president and consigliere to the regime when Eric 
Abidal, having been publicly promised he’d get 
a new contract the moment he was back ready to 
play after a liver transplant to beat cancer, was then 
unceremoniously shown the door as soon as he 
won his battle and got fit. This is also the man who 
sacked his director of football, Andoni Zubizarreta, 
halfway through a season in which his Zubizarreta-
assembled squad would go on to win a glorious Tre-
ble culminating in the 3-1 Champions League final 
victory over Juventus.

Zubizarreta’s crime? In 2014, when the Camp Nou 
crowd booed the giant screen upon which mem-
bers of the Barca board were congratulating Lionel 
Messi on scoring his 253rd La Liga goal, which made 
him the all-time top scorer in that competition, Bar-
tomeu needed a sacrificial lamb so he could con-
vince himself and the media that it was not he who 
was being booed. So, out with the Zubi-goose who 
had laid the golden eggs -- in fact, half a dozen of 
them.

Valverde knew precisely what would happen 
when the chips were down.

When he took over, he was told he’d have Neymar 
alongside Messi and Luis Suarez. Before Valverde’s 
feet were properly under the table, he discovered 
that Bartomeu and his board had been vastly com-
placent, that Neymar was not only keen to leave, but 
that his buyout clause was well within Paris Saint-
Germain’s reach.

When Valverde pointed out, a year ago, that he 
was going to need extra goals in the January mar-
ket, he suggested signing Carlos Vela -- who would 
go on to score for fun in MLS, looking his fittest and 
most athletic for years. Instead, he was given Kevin-
Prince Boateng -- heavy, disenchanted with football 
and slower than every La Liga defender.

Enough context. This guy has had to exist in a 
deeply flawed Camp Nou environment.

Valverde has a superb trophy record and an ex-
emplary win ratio in his three seasons, and he 
leaves in the same manner as Pep Guardiola, Tata 
Martino and Luis Enrique: significantly burned out, 
pretty disenchanted and acutely aware of the poi-
soned chalice nature of managing Barcelona.

He’s the first manager Barca have sacked midsea-
son since Louis van Gaal in January 2003. I was at 
that goodbye news conference, and the tough, arro-
gant Dutchman cried. His lip quivered as he stated, 
over and again, “I’m still the right man to coach 
Barcelona, I’m still the right guy,” then he started 
to cry -- just a little. It was far from the resigned, al-
most relieved, smile that split Valverde’s face as he 
drove away from the Ciutat Esportiva Joan Gamper 
on Monday.

He and his agent stood firm on details when Bar-
celona began to rescind his contract. The pair want-
ed not just every penny that was due to them, but 
they, legitimately, wanted Barcelona to feel some of 
the discomfort he’d felt since news broke that the 
club had not only offered his job to Xavi, but then to 
Ronald Koeman and, before Quique Setien, they’d 
explored the idea of appointing Mauricio “I’d rather 
go back and work on my farm than coach Barcelo-
na” Pochettino to replace him.

The club handled the whole business with all 
the aplomb of a fisherman juggling a wet salmon 
with one hand tied behind his back. Truly, they 
did. These themes are about the class, the timing, 
the foresight, the logic and the dignity of what has 

The way Barca dismissed Valverde is indefensible 
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Ernesto Valverde 										          Quique Setien

harder, to train more intensely every sin-
gle day? If not, then asking them to play 
pure Cruyff football is foolhardy. 2) Can he 
convince them that their current mood, 
“We’ll play our way out of trouble” isn’t suf-
ficient? 3) Can he get through to Messi and 
explain to him that even a genius needs a 
higher work rate and degree of alertness 
on the pitch than he’s been showing since 
November?

Setien’s arrival should, in principle, 
benefit players such as Arthur, Frenkie de 
Jong, Marc-Andre ter Stegen, Gerard Pique 
and Ivan Rakitic. And so long as his form is 
good, Sergio Busquets won’t be dropped 
for every away game as had begun to be 
the case.

Statistically, Barcelona are in a good po-
sition in terms of La Liga and the Champi-
ons League. Perhaps of more importance, 
they still possess proud, ultra-skilled, 
tough-minded players.

If, and this is a big “if,” Setien and his 
staff manage to electrify the stultified at-
mosphere around the team, there is time 
for this decision to pay off in the way of a 
trophy or trophies. But that doesn’t justify 
the pig-awful way this business has been 
handled. Nor will it be rewarded simply 
because Setien has a profile and a philoso-
phy that dovetails nicely with the Cruyffist 
past of this club.

He has an utterly enormous job to get 
through to his players, to completely re-
vamp their habits and to convince and 
inspire. As the Cruyff Twitter account (al-
most) said: “All the best, mate.”

happened since a team -- one that is top 
of La Liga, likely to reach the Champi-
ons League quarterfinal at least, and has 
scored 34 goals in nine home games -- lost 
a ding-dong battle in the Spanish Super-
copa semifinal to Atletico Madrid after, 
frankly, one of the best performances of 
their season.

Valverde, like any employee, can be 
sacked. Fine. But the manner has been 
inept.

There were sufficient clues in the per-
formances at Athletic Bilbao, at Levante, 
at Granada, in Prague and in Dortmund 
that the chronic problems Barcelona 
showed in heavy European defeats at PSG, 
at Juve, at Roma and in Liverpool were 
getting worse. Not all those European hu-
miliations were under Valverde, please 
note. Whatever Valverde was doing right 
or wrong -- whether hard-line Barcelona 
fans, committed to their core to the idea 
of playing football in the image of Johan 
Cruyff and Pep Guardiola, were sick of “El 
Txingurri” or not -- the problems run far, 
far deeper than who is coach.

And beyond being the last La Liga coach 
to win away at Camp Nou, when Real Be-
tis imposed themselves 4-3 in November 
2018, Setien is a self-declared, proven 
evangelistic disciple of Cruyff’s footballing 
principles. But that didn’t stop Bartomeu 
from ignoring him until at least three oth-
ers had already refused to take over mid-
season. Nor is it enough.

Anyone who has read my thoughts on 
football or listened to my broadcasting 

will know that I adored Cruyff, met him, 
talked football with him and still think 
that his concepts are the most intelligent, 
the most beautiful in the sport we all love. 
However, the answer to Barcelona’s ail-
ments run far deeper than bringing in a 
devotee of the greatest thinker the club 
has ever had the privilege of employing.

What the incoming coach has to do, for 
Cruyff’s ideas to become relevant, is to re-
convince the players. Not of Cruyff’s foot-
balling concepts, but the cost of applying 
them.

Positional football takes discipline and 
patience, two traits noticeably lacking 
from Barca for months. Losing the ball 
is a crime that fundamentally requires 
lightning-fast minds, reactions and superb 
recuperative athleticism. Does that sound 
like this ageing Barcelona to you? Pressing 
takes a greater level of fitness, stamina and 
belief than this squad is -- now and for the 
longest time -- capable of.

Possession football, as imagined by 
Setien and Cruyff, requires constant 
movement to create three or four passing 
options, every single moment that the ball 
is at the feet of a Barcelona player. Right 
now, anyone blaming Valverde exclusively 
for a decline in Cruyffian football at Barce-
lona either doesn’t know what it means or 
they haven’t been paying attention.

Setien has a huge task on his hands. 
Whether he can answer these three ques-
tions in the affirmative will be vital to his 
success: 1) Can he convince this hard-
nosed, success-saturated squad to work 

Quique Setien

LONDON

BARCELONA have overtaken Real 
Madrid to top the Deloitte Football 
Money League for the first time and 
become the first club to break the 800 
million euros (686 million pounds) rev-
enue barrier. 

The 23rd edition of the table shows 
an 11% rise in combined revenues, ex-
cluding transfer fees, for the top 20 
clubs who between them enjoyed turn-
overs of a record 9.3 billion euros for 
the 2018-19 season. 

Real Madrid have dropped to second, 
generating income of 757.3 million eu-
ros, while Manchester United remain 
third.  Arsenal have slipped out of the 
top 10 or the first time. 

Barcelona’s rise to the top with in-
come of 840 million euros is a clear sign 

of ‘a club adapting to changing market 
conditions’ by bringing merchandis-
ing and licensing activities in-house, 
according to Dan Jones, partner in the 
Sports Business Group at Deloitte. 

“Barca have reduced the reliance on 
broadcast revenue and focussing on 
growing revenues within it’s control,” 
he said.  “With the club expecting fur-
ther growth of 30 million euros in com-
mercial revenues and total revenue of 
almost 880 million in 2019-20 we ex-
pect them to retain the top spot next 
year. 

“Barca are on course to achieve its 
stated ambition to be the first one 
billion Money League club in years 
to come.”  Bayern Munich remain in 
fourth position with Paris St Germain 
entering the top five ahead of Manches-
ter City. 

Champions League winners Liver-
pool are seventh, one place ahead of 
Tottenham Hotspur who they beat in 
the final.  Tottenham’s 521.1 million eu-
ros income pushes them ahead of Chel-
sea and Arsenal, making them the capi-
tal’s highest revenue generating club 
for the first time since 1996-97. 

Once again the Premier League’s eye-
watering television broadcast deals 
have enables it to dominate the Money 
League with eight clubs inside the top 
20. 

Spain’s La Liga has three and the Bun-
desliga have three while Serie A has four 
but Juventus are the highest-placed in 
10th. Napoli have moved into the top 
20.  Juventus’ revenue increased 17% to 
459.7 million euros, helped by the ar-
rival of talismanic Portuguese forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo. 

Barcelona knock Real Madrid off top of Money League
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TANZANIAN, Boniface Ndemwa, who represented 
the country at the just ended World Chinese Pool 
Masters Grand Finals, has lamented the lack of time 
for preparations for the competition which was held 
in Qinhuangdao, North China’s Hebei Province.

The event, which is popularly known as Chinese 
Eight Ball, attracted 136 players from 32 global com-
petition zones and Ndemwa emerged 64th.

Following the results, Ndemwa, a disabled athlete 
who competed with able bodied athletes, did not get 
any monetary award.

The event’s organizers only paid for his accommo-
dation and air ticket to and from China.  

Speaking yesterday, the athlete frowned at the lev-
el of his preparations, terming it as poor.

Ndemwa pointed out he, thus, could not compete 
well with other players.

“To be honest the competition was very tough as 
all players were well prepared, my main problem was 
that I did not prepare well,” he said.

“I did not have enough time to prepare as you 
know I’m a family man, when my fellow players from 
other nations were busy preparing, I was busy look-
ing for money for my family upkeep,” he said.

He, however, said he is confident that next time he 
will perform well, if he will have adequate prepara-
tions.

“I’m very confident that next time I will perform 
well... while in Hebei Province for the tournament I 
had some discussions with some prominent mark-
ers who advised me to look for companies, organiza-
tions or individuals who can bankroll for my prepa-
rations in future events, soon I will start looking for 
them,” he said.  

The athlete was offered a five days training camp in 
Kenya, but failed to travel to Nairobi as he was busy 
following his visa at the Chinese Embassy in Tanza-
nia.

Ndemwa earns his living through driving a Bajaj 
owned by another person.

Prior to his departure to China for the event, he 
complained to the media that he needs $200 (almost 
450,000/-) for his family upkeep.

Chu Bingjie emerged the overall winner of the Chi-
nese Pool Masters Grand Finals, he beat Dai Yong 19-
18.

He was awarded one million yuan ($144,000) for 
laying his hands on the top honour.

The tournament is organized with the aim of pro-
moting the host nation’s culture to the world at large, 
and the competition’s popularity has been on the 
rise in recent years.

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

KAGERA Sugar head coach Mecky 
Maxime said his side is ready for to-
day’s Vodacom Premier League en-
counter with Young Africans (Yanga), 
which will be played at Uhuru Stadi-
um in Dar es Salaam. 

Mexime whose side is coming from 
2-1 defeat in the hands of Polisi Tanza-
nia said they have prepared well for 
the game against Yanga as the aim is 
to collect maximum points.

He said he knows that playing Yanga 
at Uhuru Stadium will not be easy but 
they are prepared for the challenge. 

He acknowledges that in Yanga, they 
will face a side that is resilient and ag-
gressive defensively and offensively.

“Everybody in our team is now 
fresh both physically and psychologi-
cally, we have put the last week re-
sults behind us and the focus now is 
on tomorrow (today’s) game against 
Yanga,” he insisted.

“It will not be easy but we are ready 
for them, they are good and are made 
up of experienced and upcoming 
players but we will contain them,” he 
disclosed.

Kagera Sugar sit on eighth spot in 
the league table with 24 points from 
12 games while Yanga have 25 points 
from 12 points and they are on placed 
seventh in the 20-team league.

The Bukoba-based side who de-
pend on experienced players like 
Kelvin Sabato, Edward Christopher 
and Juma Nyoso, have had poor form 
in the recent  Premier League games 
as they lost 1-0 to Coastal Union and 
conceded 2-1 defeat to Ruvu Shooting.

They then posted goal less draw 
with Ndanda and lost 3-1 to Mtibwa 
Sugar.

On the other hand, today’s game 
will be the first assignment for Yanga’s 
Belgian head coach Luc Eymael  and 
the outfit’s information officer, Hassan 
Bumbuli, said he is optimistic his side 
can claim all three points today.

“Recently, our performance in the 
league has been good and the morale 
and confidence levels of the players is 
very high,” Bumbuli said.

 “I’m sure they will play well so they 
can show our new coach how good 
they are... our previous results are giv-
ing us confidence that if we can play 
the way we did we can obviously carry 
the day,” he said.

The Jangwani Street based side was 
knocked out of the semi-finals of the 
just ended Mapinduzi Cup by Mtibwa 
Sugar on post-match penalties.

Yanga, though, have full confidence 
after their 2-2 draw against their rivals, 
Simba, in the Premier League. 

Before playing Simba, Yanga beat 
Biashara United1-0, the latter as well 
edged Prisons 1-0.

Yanga had also settled for bar-
ren draw with Mbeya City FC, they 
notched 1-1 one all draw with KMC FC 
and beat Alliance FC 2-1.

Yanga’s fine run in the Premier 
League is mainly due to the players 
which the club has.

The squad has Balama Mapinduzi, 
Patrick Sibomana, Mrisho Ngassa, Kel-
vin Yondani and Deus Kaseke who can 
dictate the match’s proceedings and 
bring the desired results to their club.

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
the club’s information officer has 
placed his hopes on them.

“These guys have vast experience. 
Owing to our past glories, I believe 
they will drive the team to another 
success, and for sure Kagera will have 
difficulties in beating us, I’m not un-
derrating them, they are a good side 
but we will beat them,” he said.

The way Barca dismissed 
Valverde is indefensible
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VPL title contenders 
Yanga, Azam FC eye 

home wins      

Dar pool player 
falters in Chinese Pool 
Masters Grand Finals 

Kagera 
Sugar 
ready for 
Yanga, 
says 
coach     

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe
        
THE 2019/20 Vodacom Premier League 

action will continue today with two 
matches taking place. 

Title contenders, Young Africans (Yan-
ga) and Azam FC will be in action as they 
look to close down the gap on leaders 
Simba. 

The two teams are coming into these 
league encounters having both been elim-
inated in the semi-finals of the 2020 Map-
induzi Cup, held in Zanzibar. 

At Uhuru Stadium, Yanga will welcome 
a wounded Kagera Sugar side that has 
gone five league matches without a win 
after they were beaten 2-1 by host Police 
Tanzania last week. 

After watching from the stands as Yanga 
battled Mtibwa Sugar in the 2020 Mapin-
duzi Cup semi-final match, the former’s 
newly appointed head coach Luc Eymael 

is expected to take charge for the first 
time. 

The Belgian has been handed an 
18-month contract as the permanent suc-
cessor to Congolese Mwinyi Zahera, who 
was sacked in November after a poor start 
in the league. 

While a fourth consecutive loss would 
put coach Kagera Sugar head coach 
Mecky Mexime on the spot, it will be inter-
esting to see Yusuph Mhilu turn his sword 
against his former employers. 

Mhilu, a former Yanga striker, now plies 
his trade with Kagera Sugar and is expect-
ed to lead the latter’s attacks.

His six goals so far in the competition 
are only bettered by Simba’s Meddie Kage-
re (10) and Lipuli FC’s duo of Paul Nonga 
(eight) and Daruweshi Saliboko (seven).

In head-to-head stats, Yanga and Kagera 
Sugar have met in 18 league matches since 
2008.

Yanga have claimed 15 wins compared 
to three for Kagera Sugar. 

The Green and Yellow side has won all 
of their nine home league matches against 
Kagera Sugar. 

Meanwhile, Azam will host Lipuli FC 
in a late kick off at the National Stadium. 
Azam who could go third in the log with a 
victory will take comfort in the fact that 
their visitors from Iringa have not won in 
the last six away matches 

Iddi Selemani and Obrey Chirwa will be 
the key players for Azam while the visitors 
will rely on Paul Nonga and Darweshi Sali-
boko who have 15 league goals between 
them. 

In head-to-head stats, Azam and Lipuli 
FC have met in 4 league matches since 
2017/18. 

The ice cream makers have claimed 
one win while three matches have been 
drawn. 

Azam Football Club 

Everybody in our team is now fresh 
both physically and psychologically, 
we have put the last week results 
behind us and the focus now is on 
tomorrow (today’s) game against 

Kagera Sugar head coach Mecky Mexime 
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