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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

THE successful conclusion of nego-tiations between the government and Canadian based Barrick Gold Corpo-ration has paved way for the financing and development of Morogoro based Epanko Graphite Project.
In a statement last week, Australian based EcoGraf Limited which is seek-ing to develop the mine and extract graphite to be used in electric vehicles lithium batteries, said the dispute’s resolution is expected to unlock debt financing hurdles for the Epanko Graphite Project.

“A US$60m senior debt funding proposal is currently being prepared under the revised structure and sub-ject to securing the agreement of all parties, completion of necessary ap-provals and loan agreements is now expected to be accelerated by the re-cently announced government settle-

ment with Barrick,” the company said in the statement.
It further noted that EcoGraf is in talks with German based KfW IPEX-Bank for financing of the project said the dispute which dates back to 2017, had impacted on funding from international lenders. “During the deadlock between Barrick and the government, which has delayed the development of the Epanko Graphite Project for two and a half years, the company has consistently worked with KfW IPEX-Bank,” the company stated.

The statement further noted that EcoGraf had engaged the government on resolution of the legislative issues impacting international financing of mineral projects in Tanzania. Epanko is a highly attractive, long-life Tanza-nian natural flake graphite project that has achieved the necessary mile-stones to enable rapid development.

EcoGraf says govt and 
Barrick breakthrough 
paves way for Epanko 
Graphite financing

Optimism 

Workers at Epanko Graphite mine in Mahenge, Morogoro. 

JOHANNESBURG 

 VICTorIA Falls, Kruger, Kilimanjaro and the Serengeti made the top 20 list of the World’s Most Instagrammed National Parks.recent analysis done by Faraway Garden Fur-niture looked at hashtags to reveal which parks were tagged the most on Instagram. The admis-sion fees for each park was also analysed, ascer-taining if there was a correlation between the most tagged and the most expensive.Yosemite, US, which only has a $20 entry fee, came out on top as the most popular National Park on Instagram with more than 4 million hashtags. Los Glaciares, Argentina is the least popular with a mere 30 531 hashtags. Still not too bad in hashtag world. 
Africa has four parks on the list, including Vic-toria Falls in Zimbabwe, the Kruger National Park in South Africa, Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, and the Tanzanian part of the Serengeti. The most expen-sive National Park in the world is the Galapagos ($100), which, despite it being so expensive, came in at 8th position. 

Here is the top 20 list with the amount of hashtags:  Yosemite (US) - 4 067 845; Grand Can-yon (US) - 3,859,864; Lake District (UK) -2 662,538; rocky Mountain (US) - 2 343 245; Yellowstone (US) - 2 109 660; Peak District (UK) - 1 342 240; Kruger National Park (SA) - 1 106 004; Galapagos (ECU) - 1 018 355; Sequoia (US) - 979 681; Snow-donia (UK) - 844 124; New Forest (UK) - 662 274; Komodo (INDo) - 629 083; Serengeti (TANZ) - 618 052; Kilimanjaro (TANZ) - 493 550; Guilin and Liji-ang river (CHINA) - 398 616; Uluru (AU) - 392 500; Victoria Falls (ZIM) - 234 495; Fiordland (NZ) - 167 678; Swiss (SUI) - 44 523; and Los Glaciares (ArG) - 30 531.

SA, Zim and Tanzania tops list of world’s most Instagrammed national parks

JOHANNESBURG 

VoDACoM has added almost half a million users in South Africa in three months, thanks in part to a promo-tional campaign.
In a trading update for the quarter to end-December 2019, the mobile phone giant said it added 484,000 customers in South Africa, and 1.7 mil-lion international customers during the period. It now has 117 million cus-tomers across the group.

Shameel Joosub, Vodacom Group CEo (pictured), said in a statement that the growth in South Africa was helped by its summer campaign, which delivered 334 million free re-wards to 17 million customers. Joosub 

said its ongoing 
“pricing transfor-
mation strategy” 
resulted in the 
network opera-
tor’s data prices 
falling by approxi-
mately 50% since 
March 2016.

Last year, new 
regulations came 
into effect which 
required mobile 
operators to pre-
vent automatic 
o u t - o f - b u n d l e 
data usage, roll 
over unused data 
and to allow their 

customers to data transfer data to others. Vodacom also announced sub-stantial cuts in out-of-bundle tariffs.Vodacom said its data customers increased by 12.5% to 22.9 million and unique bundle data users to 14 mil-lion. 
overall data usage increased by 63.2% as data bundles sold rose by 20%. But despite adding 450,000 more prepaid customers, its mobile prepaid customer revenue declined by 1.8%.

The group’s total revenue rose by 6.6% to r23.6 billion, with South Af-rica growing by almost 6% to r18.2bn, while its international businesses ex-panded by 9% to r5.8bn. Vodacom’s services division include digital offer-

ing digital in video, music, sports and gaming as well as VodaPay, which en-ables direct airtime purchase and bill payments. The group now has 2-mil-lion customers on its video platform. Its fibre offering has been rolled out to 50,000 homes.
Joosub said Vodacom expects to be able to launch5G services in South Af-rica later in 2020, without giving an exact date. 

“This is possible thanks to a recent roaming agreement with Liquid Tel-ecom, as 5G spectrum is largely unas-signed in South Africa.” After an initial rally following the release of the up-date, Vodacom’s share price pared gains and was flat by mid-morning.CEo. 

Vodacom adds almost 500,000 new clients in SA as prices drop 

 WOrld-class 

The magnificent Mount Kilimanjaro.  

The Australian Stock Exchange listed company further noted that a bankable feasibility study led by Gr Engineering Services Limited and in-volving a range of international tech-nical consultancies, demonstrating that Epanko will generate annual rev-enue of US$44.5m with an investment rate of return of 38.9 percent has been completed.
“rigorous due diligence by bank ap-

pointed independent engineer’s SrK Consulting of UK, confirming that the bankable feasibility study adequately addresses all technical aspects of the proposed development and that the social and environmental planning as-pects satisfy IFC performance stand-ards and World Bank Group’s environ-mental, health and safety guidelines,” the statement added.
The company has secured sales 

commitments for the planned pro-duction with German multinational industrial group thyssenkrupp AG, Japanese multinational Sojitz Group and a large European graphite trading group.
Epanko is unique in its Equator Principles development model. The Project has been designed to meet the strictest standards for social and en-vironmental sustainability and to be 

fully compliant with IFC Performance Standards and the Equator Principles. These high standards of sustainabil-ity provide assurance to financiers and customers that Epanko products will be responsibly produced for the benefit of all stakeholders. The impor-tance of sustainable development is reflected in the increasing emphasis globally on transparent supply chains and ethically sourced minerals.

attractive 
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Tanzania and Zambia seal pact

By Guardian Reporter

PASTOR Boniface Mwamposa (pictured)
who was in police custody in connection 
with a stampede that killed 20 people 
over the weekend in Moshi municipality, 
Kilimanjaro Region has been released on 
bail.

Police spokesman David Misime said in 
a statement that Mwamposa has been set 

Mwamposa, seven 
aides now bailed

By Guardian Reporter

THE government of Norway has given 9.9bn/- 
to Kigoma Region for implementation of various 
development projects around refugees camps.

Speaking in Dodoma at the fourth meeting on the 
procedures of cooperation with the United Nations 
and partners in the Kigoma Joint Programme (KJP) 
yesterday, an advisor on political issues from the 
Norwegian Embassy, Hans Corneliussen (pictured)
said the money is given as assistance to the region.

The money has been channeled through KJP 
with Norway expressing an intention of continued 
cooperation with Tanzania to improve the economy of 
Kigoma Region especially communities surrounding 
the refugee camps. TURN TO PAGE 2

Opening the meeting, Kigoma Regional 
Commissioner Brig Gen (rtd) Emmanuel Maganga 
said KJP has brought great changes in the region.

Things that are clearly associated with KJP 
include improvements in the health sector, 
education, road building and modernizing 
markets, he said.

“KJP has helped in economic growth of our 
region. If the residents see development progress 
they will cooperate well with those in refugee 
camps as they are still in our country,” he stated.

KJP Coordinator Evance Sangicha said 
the project is a four year programme whose 
implementation began in 2017 in seven areas 
involving 16 agencies or companies.

He said the project covers health, water, 
agriculture, education and women empowerment, 
eradication of gender and children based violence, 
energy and environment.

The money will be allocated to four KJP areas 
– agriculture, water, eradication of gender and 
children based violence along with women and 

Norway gives 10bn/- project 
aid for refugee camps zone

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

WHO yesterday said that the 
deadly coronavirus outbreak    
does not yet constitute a 
‘pandemic’

TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

THE government is to increase the number of health 
workers at the Julius Nyerere International Airport 
( JNIA) to enhance screening for the coronavirus 
disease that has killed more than 400 people in China 
and other countries.

This was said yesterday by the Minister for Health, 
Community Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children Ummy Mwalimu during a visit at Terminal 
III, as passengers from many parts of the world were 
arriving, inspect how prepared are health workers at 
the key entry point. 

“I have seen for myself the huge number of 
passengers arriving. We have few experts so their 

number has to be increased immediately to ease 
the congestion,” she said.

She aired the view that the vital isolation area 
where any passengers suspected of carrying the 
deadly virus are to be kept is not enough as there 
is only one room that can’t be shared between men 
and women, thus JNIA must designate an extra 
room.

She expressed appreciation for the Tanzania 
Airports Authority (TAA) in cooperating with the 
airport’s health unit, putting in place essential 
equipment, including special disinfectants for hand 
washing, to be used by arriving passengers.

She also directed allocating  a room or desk for 

Coronavirus: Dar airport 
health staff boost slated 

free alongside seven other suspects 
who were being grilled by detectives 
over the incident of last Saturday.

Upon news of the incident, 
Inspector General of Police Simon 
Sirro dispatched a team of detectives 
to Moshi to work on the matter with 
senior detectives in the region.

“The investigation is ongoing. Once 
it is complete we will announce the 
next course of action,” the statement 
affirmed.

Sixteen other peoploe were injured 
in a stampeded after the open-air faith 
healing event was being finalized by 
stepping on anointment oil placed in a 
basin at the exit gate.

Home Affairs Minister George 
Simbachawene said Mwamposa was 
arrested for questioning because he 
had prolonged the time he was allowed 

Former president Benjamin Mkapa said in a statement 
that he had learnt with profound sadness the passing on 
of Kenya’s second president who he described as of one 
of the greatest African statesman 

JPM, Mkapa 
eulogise fallen 
President Moi 

By Henry Mwangonde

PRESIDENT John Magufuli yesterday led a 
cross-section of leaders in mourning following 
the death of former Kenyan President Daniel 
arap Moi who passed yesterday morning.

In his condolence message, President Magufuli 
said Tanzanians will remember him for his 
remarkable leadership and efforts to strengthen 
the East African Community (EAC) relationship.

“On behalf of the Tanzania government, I 
pass my heartfelt condolences to the president 
of Kenya and all Kenyans for the loss of   retired 
president Daniel Toroitich arap Moi.

Former president Benjamin Mkapa said in 
a statement that he had learnt with profound 
sadness the passing on of Kenya’s second 
president who he described as among Africa’s 

great statesmen.
“It is hard to eulogize any man. It is even 

harder to eulogize a man whose life spans nine 
and a half decades and almost three quarter 
of which was dedicated to the service of his 
beloved country Kenya and the continent of 
Africa in general. I have known President Moi 
for countless years but I had the opportunity 
to work more closely with his when we were 
both leading our countries,” he said.

The late Moi worked closely, harmoniously 
and bilaterally with leaders of the Great Lakes 
region to promote peace and stability in our 
region.

 “He played a key role in reviving the East 
African Community and to me, this as well 
as his contribution to the consolidation of 

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Is Angola’s 
Lourenço going 
after Isabel dos 
Santos to fight 
corruption or to 
boost flagging 
support? File 
photo

Electricity matters, but poor human capital is SA’s real problem

Luanda Leaks and the politics of anti-corruption

BY ALANNA MARKLE AND JAKKIE 
CILLIERS

    

A
ction must be taken to solve 
South Africa’s electricity cri-
sis, and quickly. That is the 
conclusion of modelling from 

the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), which finds that even 
in the best case scenario, South Africa 
will experience ‘sustained and rising 
load shedding’ that inhibits economic 
growth to at least 2022.

It is disheartening that South Africa 
faces yet more economic anaemia. A 
renewed focus on the country’s energy 
crisis highlights a key barrier to growth, 
but in the long run, others are just as im-
portant and far harder to resolve.

Research by the Institute for Security 
Studies (ISS) hopes to answer the ques-
tion: Just what will it take to consistently 
grow the country’s economy? Using the 
International Futures (IFs) modelling 
system, an ISS report will be released 
on the topic in March. To look forward 
though, we must first look back.

South Africa has been on an econom-
ic divergence pathway since the 1980s. 
Mainstream analysis is that it is caught in 
a middle-income trap. This is classically 
defined as a situation where a country 
cannot compete with the low cost of 
labour in low-income countries, but 
doesn’t have the technological prowess 
to compete with high-income countries.

But South Africa’s growth struggles 
may go deeper. Its economic position 
is the result of the skewed, two-legged 
structure of its economy: a small, skilled 
and highly productive (private) sector 
on the one hand, and a large, poorly 
skilled and unproductive (unemployed 
and informal) sector on the other – with 
a substantive public sector somewhere 
in between.

This structure is rooted in apartheid, 
and has been exacerbated by the global 
financial crisis, poor governance, bad 
policy and lack of implementation, 
and state capture. The resulting weak 
growth pattern has set the country on 
a pathway of divergence, not only from 
high-income countries, but also from its 
middle-income peers.

In 1980, South Africa’s GDP per capita 
was valued at nearly 40% of that of the 
United States. This drops to less than 
25% in 2044 in the business-as-usual 
Current Path scenario developed by the 
ISS’s futures analysis. This is a stark con-

trast to countries like South Korea and 
Hong Kong. Even India, with its massive 
poverty challenges, is catching up with 
South Africa (Figure 1).

 So where is South Africa going 
wrong? Beyond electricity shortages, 
bad policy and an ideological antipathy 
towards private sector-led growth ef-
forts, our analysis reveals that poor hu-
man capital is by far the largest struc-
tural drag on South Africa’s economy 
when compared to its peers.

This is an unexpected conclusion 
in a country that also suffers from a 
lack of investment and numerous self-
inflicted constraints. The lingering ef-
fects of the HIV/Aids epidemic plays a 

BY PETER FABRICIUS

I
t’s clear to just about everyone 
but herself that Angola’s Isabel 
dos Santos became Africa’s richest 
woman not through hard work and 

business acumen, but mainly through 
all the jobs, contracts and other breaks 
her father illicitly gave her when he was 
president.

Even so, is his successor President 
João Lourenço going after her and her 
brother out of a sincere desire to clean 
up Angola’s notorious corruption? Or 
does he have less honourable motives?

After Dos Santos snr stood down in 
2017 and Lourenço took over, he fired 
Isabel from her job as chairperson of So-
nangol, the state oil company. He later 
fired her half-brother José Filomeno dos 
Santos from his position as head of An-
gola’s sovereign wealth fund. Since then 
Lourenço’s administration has pursued 
them in court for alleged embezzlement 
of millions of dollars and tried to recov-
er the assets.

Isabel steadfastly protests her inno-
cence, accusing Lourenço of a politi-
cally motivated witch hunt against her 
and her family. She insists she made her 
fortune – estimated at over US$2 billion 
– by skill and industry.

She persisted with this narrative even 
after the recent Luanda Leaks, the publi-
cation by the International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) of some 
715 000 documents detailing her busi-
ness dealings. They reveal how her fa-
ther launched and bolstered her career 
by awarding her companies public con-
tracts, tax breaks, telecom licences and 
diamond mining rights.

This undercut her persistent claim 
to be a self-made business woman. The 
leaks also show how many Western con-
sultants, banks and other businesses 
clandestinely supported Isabel’s ven-
tures, including by moving vast amounts 
of money off-share to tax havens.

Unabashed, she issued a statement 

saying the ICIJ revelations were ‘com-
pletely unfounded.’ ‘This is an orches-
trated and well-coordinated political 
attack by the current regime in Angola, 
which sees me as a threat,’ she add-
ed – the last an apparent reference to 
her previous vow to run for president 
against Lourenco.

Her brazenness suggests she believed 
her munificent father would hand 
power to someone who would protect 
his family’s fortunes. And for a time it 
looked like that would happen. Accord-
ing to independent analyst Paula Roque, 
just before elections to replace Dos San-
tos snr, ruling party elders agreed to 
wipe the slate clean of all graft up to that 
point, provided no further corruption 
occurred. This meant no prosecutions 
for past corruption and no recovery of 
stolen assets.

But then the ruling People’s Move-
ment for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) did worse than expected in the 
elections and Lourenço’s legitimacy was 
questioned by widespread allegations of 
rigging. The Angolan economy was do-
ing badly, mainly because of a plunge in 
the international oil price and the fact 
that the corrupt Dos Santos regime had 
done nothing to shield the country from 
such fluctuations.

JLo, as Lourenço is nicknamed, de-
cided he needed to go after the hugely 
unpopular Dos Santos family members 
and their cronies to shore up his sup-
port and that of the MPLA, some ana-
lysts believe. Even with the recent Lu-
anda Leaks revelations, questions about 
Lourenço’s motives and game plan re-
main valid. Is he really pursuing a ven-
detta against his predecessor to bolster 
his own fragile political position?

Is he perhaps creating space at the 
trough so that his own cronies can en-
rich themselves? Or is he really cleaning 
out corruption as a basis for rebuilding 
the crippled Angolan economy to the 
benefit of all its people, who remain 
among the poorest worldwide?

Former journalist and now anti-
corruption activist Rafael Marques 
de Morais, for many years a fierce 
critic of Dos Santos, told AFP re-
cently that: ‘There is a real will to 
take back the country … because 
the state has been privatised by 
the Dos Santos family and their 
friends.’ But he believes Lourenço 
is mounting a lonely crusade, frus-
trated by an MPLA riddled with 

corrupt old guard politicians.
Alex Vines, head of the Africa 

Programme at Chatham House, 
is more sceptical. ‘There are folk 
around the president that deserve 
judicial scrutiny and Isabel is cor-
rect that there is an arbitrary ele-
ment to these actions,’ he told ISS 
Today. ‘Over the last year, as his 
honeymoon has thinned out, there 
are also signs that JLo is becoming 

more reliant on family – especially 
his brother General Sequeira João 
Lourenço.’

Vines is by no means sympathet-
ic to Isabel dos Santos’s profession 
of innocence. When Dos Santos 
snr stepped down in September 
2017, the state of Angola’s economy 
required JLo to move against the 
Dos Santos regime’s vast business 
interests, he says. ‘Angola has been 

in recession since 2016 and turn-
ing around the economy is joint 
priority No 1, as is ensuring that 
the MPLA is regenerated and po-
sitioned for the next general elec-
tions in 2022.’

Nor does Vines believe Louren-
ço is intent on simply replacing 
one set of snouts at the trough 
with another. ‘JLo’s Angola is dif-
ferent. The primary moves against 
the Dos Santos family were to help 
JLo consolidate power, reform the 
economy and renew the party.’ 
This explains why the original case 
against José Filomeno dos Santos 
was dropped once the expatriated 
funds were repatriated.

Vines says ‘economic recession 
has stunted the honeymoon for 
JLo. Many Angolans (especially 
urban dwellers) are frustrated 
and want to see progress. JLo has 
shown himself to be much more 
sensitive to public opinion than his 
predecessor and putting the Dos 
Santos family central in his reform 
cross hairs plays well.’

Roque agrees that Lourenço has 
been strategic in his approach. 
‘JLo took on the anti-corruption 
fight to rescue the MPLA and con-
solidate his own power base. The 
economy is in a shambles and the 
country had no international cred-
ibility … JLo really had little choice 
and the anti-corruption mantle 
served many purposes.’

But hounding the Dos Santos 
family isn’t enough. Lourenço has 
also opened up Angola’s political 
space which was tightly closed un-
der Dos Santos. Unless he can re-
vive the flagging economy, even his 
political reforms will count against 
him, giving greater freedom to his 
opponents to attack him.

Peter Fabricius, ISS Consult-
ant

role, but the impact of apartheid, 
subsequent implementation chal-
lenges and weak health and edu-
cation systems appear to be the 
main culprits.

The most telling metric in edu-
cation is test scores – a proxy for 
quality. South Africa’s scores on 
globally standardised tests put it 
at the bottom of the list among 
upper-middle-income countries 
(Figure 2).

Looking at health, South Afri-
ca’s mortality profile more closely 
resembles a low-income country, 
with its high concentration of 
deaths from communicable dis-

eases and injuries. Many of these 
could be prevented through a 
well-functioning universal health-
care system. However, public 
health and safety concerns such 
as high levels of violence and 
malnutrition, particularly among 
young children, must also be ad-
dressed.

In the short term, the govern-
ment will be right to focus on re-
solving the crisis in electricity. It 
must also continue pushing to re-
form state-owned enterprises in-
cluding restructuring Eskom and 
restoring investor confidence.

In the medium term, it must 

work more effectively with the 
private sector (since the public 
sector is highly indebted and inef-
ficient), and enhance innovation 
by investing in research and de-
velopment as well as information 
and communications technology 
infrastructure.

There is no quick fix, and im-
mediate priorities will shift over 
time. But no crisis should fully 
overshadow South Africa’s fun-
damental human development 
needs. So, while the country sta-
bilises policy, roots out corrup-
tion and restructures state-owned 
enterprises, it also needs to fix na-

tional health and basic education, 
pursue early childhood develop-
ment, and invest in vocational 
training.

None of this is possible with-
out much more rapid economic 
growth. And that, in turn, is only 
possible through public sector re-
form and a partnership between 
the public and private sector. Even 
then, this is going to be a genera-
tional challenge.

Alanna Markle, Researcher 
and Jakkie Cilliers, Head, Afri-
can Futures and Innovation, ISS 
Pretoria

Poor health 
and education 
systems are the 
main culprits 
behind South 
Africa’s weak 
long-term growth 
outlook. File 
photo
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By John Cannon 

FISH are an indispensable source of food and protein for 
communities in many African countries. But the growth in 
industrial-scale fishing fleets around the continent has put 
that resource and the livelihoods it supports at risk, accord-
ing to a recent analysis.

In a study published recently in the journal Fish and 
Fisheries, a team of researchers shows that nearly 6% of 
the industrial fishing effort in the waters around 33 Afri-
can countries and territories occurs in zones reserved for 
small-scale fishing communities. In some places, that figure 
is much higher in what the authors describe as “the most 
common form of illegal fishing in the region.”

These incursions threaten the sustainability of fish 
stocks, create conflict over those resources, and endanger 
the lives of the fishers themselves, said Dyhia Belhabib, the 
study’s lead author.

“In West Africa, for example, 250 people every year die 
in collisions with industrial vessels within their artisanal 
waters,” Belhabib, principal investigator for fisheries at the 
NGO Ecotrust Canada, said in an interview. “And this is not 
a small number.”

The study builds on data from the research platform 
Global Fishing Watch, which tracks the positions of fishing 
vessels through their onboard automatic identification sys-
tem, or AIS. This system was initially designed to keep ships 
from running into each other. But it has since become an in-
dispensable tool for authorities and conservation groups to 
verify that fleets are complying with the laws of the country 
in whose waters they’re operating.

In 2018, researchers developed an algorithm based on 
how a fishing vessel moves through the water that uses 
the satellite-relayed AIS information to pinpoint when and 
where it’s actually hauling in fish. For this study, Belhabib 
and her colleagues compared this information with maps 
of the slice of the ocean that each country or territory con-
trols — what is known as an exclusive economic zone, or 
EEZ — along with the boundaries of any designated artisa-
nal fishing areas. Most, but not all, of the coastal countries 
and territories in Africa set aside part of their marine en-
vironment for local fishing communities. In general, such 
regulations prohibit some or all forms of industrial fishing 
within a specific range, up to 44.4 kilometers (24 nautical 
miles) from shore.

The team calculated fishing effort in kilowatt-hours using 
the time spent fishing and the size of the vessels. In their 
analysis of where that effort occurred between 2012 and 
2016, the researchers found that large fishing boats have 
levied a heavy toll on some countries’ artisanal zones. In 
Somalia’s waters, for example, 93% of industrial-scale fish-
ing happened in a zone where the law prohibits fishing by 
these boats.

Illegal industrial fishing hampers small-scale African fisheries

JOHANNESBURG

THE number of rhinos killed for 
their horns in South Africa has been 
reduced for a fifth consecutive year 
as authorities tighten their grip on 
poachers, the environment ministry 
said Monday.

A total of 594 rhinos were killed 
across South Africa in 2019 compared 
to 769 in 2018, bringing the number 
down by 175, Environment Minister 
Barbara Creecy said in a statement.

“A decline in poaching for five con-
secutive years is a reflection of the 
diligent work of the men and women 
who put their lives on the line daily to 
combat rhino poaching, often com-
ing into direct contact with ruthless 
poachers,” Creecy said.

She added that the decline can be 
attributed to several strategies imple-
mented by the government, includ-
ing the use of technology that helps 
in information collection and sharing 
among law enforcement authorities 
regarding activities of poachers.

Creecy also said improved capa-
bilities to react to poaching incidents 
such as better situational awareness, 
the involvement of non-governmen-
tal organizations (NGOs), donors and 
good regional cooperation has helped 

curb poaching incidents.
African rhinos are killed daily for 

their horns in South Africa. Rhino 
horns are in high demand in some 
Asian countries, where they are used 
for traditional medicines and as a sta-
tus symbol for the wealthy.

Currently, there are less than 30,000 
African rhinos remaining, with the 
biggest population in South Africa’s 
Kruger National Park, where the high-
est incidents of poaching occur.

In 2019, a total of 327 rhinos were 
killed by poachers in the park alone.

-31 elephants killed in 2019
Meanwhile, 31 elephants were killed 

in South Africa in 2019, according to 
the environment ministry.

“This is a decrease in the number of 
elephants poached in 2018, when 71 
were killed for their tusks,” it said in a 
statement.

The ministry also said a number of 
arrests and prosecutions were con-
ducted in 2019 with links to rhino 
poaching and illicit rhino trade.

“From January to December 2019, 
178 alleged poachers were arrested in 
Kruger National Park. At a national lev-
el, 332 arrests were effected in respect 
of both rhino poaching and rhino 
horn trafficking .A total of 85 firearms 
were recovered during the year,” the 
statement said.

Rhino, elephant poaching 
declines in South Africa

“This is massive,” Belhabib said. “It means 
that they barely fish outside of the prohib-
ited zone.”

The team also verified each ship’s name 
and country of origin using data from Glob-
al Fishing Watch along with official records 
and media reports. It can be tricky to parse 
this information, since vessels sometimes 
fly a different country’s flag to disguise their 
origins: A Chinese ship might fly a Ghanaian 

flag, for example. But the data showed that 
South Korean, European Union — of which 
most were Greek, Spanish and French — 
and Chinese flags were most common after 
flags from African countries.

Belhabib said the origin countries must 
follow through on sanctioning their ships 
caught breaking the law to deal with this 
often-unchecked illegal fishing.

“The flag state is heavily responsible and 

accountable for what their fleets are doing 
in these waters and anywhere in the world,” 
she said. Belhabib said each African coun-
try faces a unique set of challenges, rang-
ing from their capacity for monitoring to 
their stage of development to the political 
will behind enforcement. Even with those 
hurdles, though, several have made strides 
toward protecting their homegrown, small-
scale fisheries.

Madagascar recently ended an agree-
ment that would have allowed 300 Chinese 
fishing vessels into its waters. Sierra Leone 
requires that ships use their AIS and be li-
censed to operate in the country’s territo-
rial waters. And consortiums such as the 
Fisheries Committee for the West Central 
Gulf of Guinea aim to ensure sustainable 
fisheries for their West African member 
states.

Fishers at work in artisanal fishing pirogues with seine nets off of the Senegalese coast, Kafountine, Casamance.

By Augusta Dwyer

AS they move through the 
rainforest munching plants and 
shouldering aside small trees, Af-
rica’s forest elephant might come 
across as an animal bent on may-
hem. In fact, says Fabio Berzaghi, 
an ecologist at the Laboratory of 
Climate and Environmental 

As they move through the 
rainforest munching plants and 
shouldering aside small trees, Af-
rica’s forest elephant might come 
across as an animal bent on may-
hem.

 In fact, says Fabio Berzaghi, 
an ecologist at the Laboratory 
of Climate and Environmental 
Sciences in France and lead au-

thor of a recent paper in Nature 
Geoscience, forest elephants are 
hugely beneficial, providing “a 
tremendous ecosystem service by 
improving the carbon storage po-
tential of central African forests.”

Smaller in size than its relative, 
the savanna elephant, the for-
est elephant has not been widely 
studied in the past, he says. Found 
in countries with relatively intact 
blocks of dense forest, they tend 
to roam in smaller groups and 
at lower densities than savanna 
elephants. They are usually ob-
served only when visiting forest 
clearings, known as bais, to drink 
water.

So what, Berzaghi and his col-
leagues wanted to know, was 

their influence on the structure, 
productivity and carbon stocks of 
their forest habitat?

The scientists’ research had 
two main components. Fieldwork 
in two different sites in the Congo 
Basin, one from which elephants 
had disappeared and the other 
where they are still present, in-
volved measuring all trees larger 
than 10 centimeters in diameter. 
“Then we identified each tree at 
the species level and for other 
properties such as wood density,” 
Berzaghi says, “which is quite im-
portant.”

The second phase made use of 
Ecosystem Demography 2 soft-
ware that tracks the dynamics of 
forest function, such as biomass, 

vegetation height and carbon 
stock, and simulated elephant im-
pact by increasing the mortality 
of smaller plants. They then com-
pared the simulations with inven-
tory data from the field studies. 
The resulting data showed that 
while there were fewer trees in ar-
eas inhabited by elephants, there 
was, conversely, a higher inci-
dence of slow-growing, hardwood 
trees that store more carbon than 
fast-growing softwoods.

Basically, the elephants like to 
eat smaller tree species with less 
storage capability, thinning out 
the competition and favoring the 
high wood density trees in their 
quest for more light, water and 
other resources. This increase 

in aboveground biomass – 26 to 
60 tons per hectare per more or 
less one elephant – leads to a cor-
responding increase in carbon 
storage.

What’s more, Berzaghi says, the 
elephant “not only thins the forest 
but disperses seeds widely, assist-
ing the germination of more than 
100 tree species, which provide 
food and habitat for primates, 
birds and insects.”

Extrapolating from their find-
ings, however, the scientists 
zeroed in on another, more 
troubling statistic. If the forest el-
ephant disappears entirely from 
its Central African home, forests 
there will lose seven percent of 
their biomass. That adds up to a 

3-billion-ton loss of carbon – the 
equivalent of France’s entire CO2 
emissions for 27 years.

Worse, such a disappearance 
is not altogether improbable. Sci-
entists estimate that there were 
once as many as 1 million forest 
elephants in Africa, a number 
that is today a tenth or less of that. 
Between 2002 and 2011 alone, 
the species declined by 62 per-
cent, according to a 2013 study in 
PLOS One. Functionally extinct in 
almost all of its former 220-mil-
lion-hectare habitat, the environ-
mentally helpful herbivore is still 
under siege by ivory poachers 
and forest encroachment.

Various conservation organiza-
tions, such as the World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF), are trying to protect 
both the elephant and its habitat. 
According to Thomas Breuer, the 
WWF’s program officer for Cen-
tral and West Africa, the organiza-
tion is working to address human 
elephant conflict. In the Sangha 
Trinational, a 750,000-hectare 
area that encompasses three con-
tiguous national parks in Cam-
eroon, the Republic of Congo and 
the Central African Republic, the 
WWF has adopted a landscape 
approach that “aims to work with 
extractive industries and other 
land users,” Breuer said in an 
email, “to ensure that forests are 
protected and that people can 
live in co-existence with forest el-
ephants.

The carbon sequestration powers of the near-extinct forest elephant

CRDB ag. director of corporate banking, Prosper Nambaya airs his views during a dialogue on critical infrastructure development and access to financing organ-
ised by Africa Trade Insurance (ATI) involving internal banking officials held at the Ministry of Finance and Planning offices in Dodoma yesterday. CRDB supports 
major government projects in the country. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Nations join hands to find speedy cure
By Zhang Zhihao

W
hen fighting a new viral 
outbreak, scientists often 
spend months determin-
ing the microorganism’s 

pathogenesis before developing a tar-
geted drug or vaccine. But as the novel 
coronavirus rampages through China, 
time is of the essence and researchers 
around the world are joining forces to 
find a speedy cure.

While there is not yet an effective 
medication or vaccine for the virus, sci-
entists from the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, China and elsewhere are 
making substantial progress and many 
existing drugs are being tested in clini-
cal trials for potency against the novel 
coronavirus.

The World Laureates Association 
Shanghai Center said it has gathered an 
all-star team of experts, including Nobel 
laureates in chemistry Roger Kornberg 
and Michael Levitt, noted antibody ex-
pert Richard Lerner and biologist Ray-
mond Dewk, to help investigate the vi-
rus and propose new solutions.

“They’re willing to actively exert in-
ternational scientific talent to support 
China in combating the epidemic,” the 
center said in a statement on Monday.

Promising drugs
There are two typical ways of treating 

a viral infection. One is using small-mol-
ecule drugs that can stop the virus from 
replicating by interfering with its pro-
teins. The other way is to use antibodies 
that bind to the virus and cause it to self-
destruct, according to the World Health 
Organization.

Zhong Nanshan, one of the leading 
experts tackling the outbreak in China, 
told Xinhua News Agency on Sunday 
that there are at least seven existing 
small-molecule drugs going through 
various stages of clinical trials in China.

On Sunday, Beijing’s China-Japan 
Friendship Hospital announced it will 
begin clinical trials on 270 mildly and 
moderately ill patients infected with the 
novel coronavirus in the epicenter of 
the outbreak in Central China using an 
experimental drug from the US called 
remdesivir, which was originally devel-
oped as an Ebola cure.

China’s Center for Drug Evaluation of 
the National Medical Products Admin-
istration approved the trials on Sunday 
to be carried out in Wuhan, Hubei prov-
ince, from Monday to April 27, its official 
website said.

The drug is developed by US biotech 
company Gilead Sciences. It was pro-
vided on compassionate grounds to a 
35-year-old man in the US infected with 
the novel coronavirus, and his symp-
toms noticeably improved within a day 

with no obvious side effects, according 
to a paper published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine last week.

The US drugmaker said in an online 
statement last week that it is working 
closely with health authorities in China 
and around the world to respond to the 
novel coronavirus outbreak.

However, it stressed that remdesivir 
has “not yet been licensed or approved 
anywhere globally and has not been 
demonstrated to be safe or effective”.

While there is no data regarding rem-
desivir’s effectiveness against the novel 
coronavirus, the drug has demonstrated 
antiviral capability in animal models 
against viral pathogens like SARS and 
MERS — fellow coronaviruses that are 
structurally similar to the one from Wu-
han, the company said.

Qian Jiahua, chief scientist at the drug 
evaluation center, told Chinese science 
news outlet Intellectual that the clinical 
trial period in China can be shortened if 
remdesivir produces the same impres-
sive results seen in multiple test patients.

“I hope the drug is like penicillin and 
can have an immediate impact on a dis-

ease,” Qian said. While Qian laud-
ed the joint effort, he highlighted 
the fact that the drug is not yet reg-
istered in China and Chinese sci-
entists don’t know much about its 
clinical test results done in the US.

“I think we should move with 
caution before mass administrat-
ing it to a demographic as diverse 
and complex as the Chinese peo-
ple,” he said.

Zeng Weigen, a doctor at Beijing 
Chaoyang Hospital, said remdesi-
vir has proved to be effective on 
one US patient with symptoms 
of pneumonia, but it will require 
more clinical trials to confirm its 
potency against the novel corona-
virus. “In terms of safety, this drug 
has been thoroughly tested on hu-
mans, mainly on Ebola patients, 
and its side effects are not that pro-
nounced,” Zeng said.

“We hope it can have a good 
inhibiting effect on the virus and 
save our Chinese patients. We’re 
looking forward to more data from 
clinical trials,” he added.

Apart from remdesivir, scientists 
are also testing a cocktail of flu and 
HIV drugs that had showed po-
tential in curbing the coronavirus. 
Thailand’s Ministry of Health said 
on Sunday that Thai doctors have 
seen apparent success treating a 
71-year-old woman infected with 
the novel coronavirus.

The doctors used a combination 
of the flu drug oseltamivir with 
lopinavir and ritonavir — antivirals 
used to treat HIV. The patient’s 
health significantly improved and 
she tested negative for the virus 48 
hours after Thai doctors adminis-
tered the combination.

However, doctors are still moni-
toring the patient and waiting for 
scientists to prove their findings. 
Hospitals in Beijing have reported-
ly been using the same HIV drugs 
as part of treatment for the novel 
coronavirus, though it is unclear if 
they have been successful.

Zhang Dingyu, president of Wu-
han Jinyintan Hospital, said at a 
news briefing on Sunday that HIV 

drugs like lopinavir have kept se-
verely ill patients at his hospital 
from worsening.

However, Zhang said such drugs 
have some serious side effects 
including diarrhea, allergic reac-
tions, liver damage and slowed 
heart rates, and must be taken 
under close supervision and guid-
ance.

New treatments
Since the outbreak, the National 

Institutes of Health in the US along 
with around a dozen US biotech 
companies, have announced vac-
cine or drug development initia-
tives for the novel coronavirus. But 
a majority of are still in preclinical 
stages. Mark Denison, a virologist 
at Vanderbilt University in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, told the journal 
Science that remdesivir has to 
be administered early in order to 
have significant impact on the dis-
ease.

An ideal treatment would be to 
combine drugs like remdesivir and 

monoclonal antibodies, he said. 
Monoclonal antibodies are lab-
made molecules that can mimic 
a person’s immune system to ac-
curately attack pathogens, such as 
cancer cells.

 US biotech companies such 
as Regeneron Pharmaceuticals 
and Vir Biotechnology have an-
nounced they are creating such 
antibodies to target the novel 
coronavirus, but it will likely take 
months before they can carry out 
clinical trials.

Chinese and US researchers are 
also working together to develop 
a vaccine against the virus, which 
included experts from Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine in Houston, the 
University of Texas, and Shang-
hai’s Fudan University.

Song Zhiheng, deputy director 
of Zhejiang province’s Science and 
Technology Department, said sci-
entists have isolated 10 viral strains 
that can be used to create vaccines. 
A conventional vaccine consists of 
an inactivated virus or its protein 
that can be injected into the body to 
train the immune system to recog-
nize the pathogen and produce an-
tibodies against it in case of encoun-
tering the real virus in the future.

Last week, the Eighth People’s 
Hospital in Guangzhou, Guangdong 
province, said they have produced 
a drug called pneumonia-I that can 
significantly reduce symptoms of 
patients with mild cases of the novel 
coronavirus.

The hospital said the drug had 
successfully lowered fevers in all 
50 patients, with no cases of their 
illnesses intensifying. After a week 
of clinical observations, around 50 
percent reported no coughing and 
sore throats, and nearly 70 percent 
no longer experienced fatigue.

The drug is currently awaiting 
registration and approval, the lo-
cal medical product authority said. 
Once approved, it can be quickly 
manufactured by local pharmaceu-
tical companies to meet local pa-
tients’ needs.

Lu Shan, a medical professor at 
the University of Massachusetts, told 
China News Weekly that SARS and 
the novel coronavirus shared many 
similarities, and by building on pre-
vious vaccine research on SARS, 
vaccine development for the new vi-
rus should see some progress soon.

“We don’t have any technical dif-
ficulties producing a vaccine, but we 
need time to test it on animals and 
ensure safety,” he said.

		            
		    Xinhua
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E
leven-year-old “Anne” 
went to a health facility with 
her mother in the conflict-
affected province of Ituri, in 

northeastern Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. At first, she could barely tell 
her story.

Traumatized and frightened, she 
feared reprisal from her attackers. 
Painstakingly, she recounted the bru-
tal rape she had suffered and the pain 
that she felt in her body. It took her a 
while to gain confidence in the service 
provider and to allow support for her 
recovery.

Today, Anne remains displaced with 
her mother, staying in a camp, as it is 
not safe for them to return home. With 
support and services, she has resumed 
some of her daily activities. She now 
plays with other children and will even-
tually return to school.

After decades of conflict in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 
women and girls continue to suffer dis-
proportionately from the crisis. They 
also offer one of the best hopes for 
peace and stability.

In the camp with other displaced 
persons, Anne now plays a new role. 
She sensitizes her peers about gen-
der-based violence and reproductive 
health and rights. When she speaks, 
others listen.

For this reason and more, local wom-

en and girls play an increasingly critical 
role in humanitarian action and recov-
ery. With their survival strategies, they 
offer hope, resilience and solutions to 
long-lasting challenges.

It is time for increased support and 
funding to place the needs, rights and 
leadership of women and adolescent 
girls at the centre of humanitarian ef-
forts.

As we celebrate the anniversary of 
the first peaceful political transition of 
power, there is renewed hope, and a 
genuine window of opportunity, to ad-
dress and accelerate progress for gen-
der equality.

In a historic first, the Government of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
has committed, through an addendum 
to the joint communique signed by the 
Prime Minister, to implement concrete 
actions to fight conflict related sexual 
violence.

The Congolese National Police and 
National Army have endorsed national 
plans to combat gender-based violence 
with zero tolerance for sexual violence, 
with a commitment to integrate the 
protection of women and children dur-
ing military operations.

With this new momentum, there is 
no time to waste. Ongoing humanitar-
ian situations now affect 12 of 26 prov-
inces in the country, and recent floods 
and food insecurity place increased 
strain and hardship on women and 
families. The humanitarian crisis in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
is one of the world’s worst protracted 

crises.
The number of people who urgently 

require humanitarian assistance is up 
from 8.5 million in 2017 to 15.6 million 
in 2020, including 5 million people dis-
placed from their homes.

Today, many survivors like Anne suf-
fer psychological consequences, such 
as depression and trauma. Through 
the multi-stakeholder Call to Action on 
Protection from GBV in emergencies, 
which launched a roadmap in DRC in 
2019, and the new national strategy 
to eliminate gender- based violence, 
concerted efforts are underway with a 
broad array of partners to strengthen 
the rule of law and accountability.

This must help thousands of survi-
vors like Anne to rebuild their lives.

Investing in safety, dignity and health
As stated by Mark Lowcock, UN Un-

der-Secretary General for Humanitar-
ian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coor-
dinator, “Doing more to strengthen our 
support to women and girls in humani-
tarian crises is in everyone’s interest.”

UNFPA is working with the Govern-
ment, the UN system and civil society 
to promote sexual and reproductive 
health and rights, gender-based vio-
lence prevention and response, and 
mental health and psychosocial sup-
port. The majority of our partners are 
national and local NGOs, including 
women’s organizations.

In the 2020 humanitarian response 
plan for the DRC, UNFPA is appeal-
ing for US$65 million to strengthen 
protection and provide life-saving ser-

Women, girls in front line - the 
humanitarian response in DRC

vices to three million people, including 
700,000 women of childbearing age. 
This will support the provision of life-
saving reproductive health equipment, 
drugs, contraceptives and supplies.

With this support, women will en-
joy safe birth, couples and individuals 
will have access to free family planning 

enabling them to make choices, GBV 
prevention will be strengthened, and 
GBV survivors will have access to free 
life-saving psychosocial and medical 
services.

In addition, youth friendly services, 
including recreational spaces and peer 
education for boys and girls, will ben-

efit young people.
By investing in women and young 

people, prospects for peace and stabil-
ity will increase in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. Now is the time to 
act.

		  Agencies 

A health 
researcher shows 
a program, 
newly launched 
by Shanghai 
East Hospital of 
Tongji University 
and Stermirna 
Therapeutics Co, 
to develop an 
mRNA vaccine 
targeting the 
novel coronavi-
rus, in Shanghai, 
Jan 29, 2020. 
(PHOTO / 
XINHUA)

Woman gives birth to a healthy baby in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, facilitated by the delivery that day of emer-
gency reproductive health kits. File photo
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By Guardian Reporter

THE successful conclusion of nego-
tiations between the government and 
Canadian based Barrick Gold Corpo-
ration has paved way for the financing 
and development of Morogoro based 
Epanko Graphite Project.

In a statement last week, Australian 
based EcoGraf Limited which is seek-
ing to develop the mine and extract 
graphite to be used in electric vehicles 
lithium batteries, said the dispute’s 
resolution is expected to unlock debt 
financing hurdles for the Epanko 
Graphite Project.

“A US$60m senior debt funding 
proposal is currently being prepared 
under the revised structure and sub-
ject to securing the agreement of all 
parties, completion of necessary ap-
provals and loan agreements is now 
expected to be accelerated by the re-
cently announced government settle-

ment with Barrick,” the company said 
in the statement.

It further noted that EcoGraf is in 
talks with German based KfW IPEX-
Bank for financing of the project 
said the dispute which dates back to 
2017, had impacted on funding from 
international lenders. “During the 
deadlock between Barrick and the 
government, which has delayed the 
development of the Epanko Graphite 
Project for two and a half years, the 
company has consistently worked 
with KfW IPEX-Bank,” the company 
stated.

The statement further noted that 
EcoGraf had engaged the government 
on resolution of the legislative issues 
impacting international financing of 
mineral projects in Tanzania. Epanko 
is a highly attractive, long-life Tanza-
nian natural flake graphite project 
that has achieved the necessary mile-
stones to enable rapid development.

EcoGraf says govt and 
Barrick breakthrough 
paves way for Epanko 
Graphite financing

Optimism 

Workers at Epanko Graphite mine in Mahenge, Morogoro. 

JOHANNESBURG 

 Victoria Falls, Kruger, Kilimanjaro and the 
Serengeti made the top 20 list of the World’s Most 
Instagrammed National Parks.

Recent analysis done by Faraway Garden Fur-
niture looked at hashtags to reveal which parks 
were tagged the most on Instagram. The admis-
sion fees for each park was also analysed, ascer-
taining if there was a correlation between the 
most tagged and the most expensive.

Yosemite, US, which only has a $20 entry fee, 
came out on top as the most popular National 
Park on Instagram with more than 4 million 
hashtags. Los Glaciares, Argentina is the least 
popular with a mere 30 531 hashtags. Still not too 
bad in hashtag world. 

Africa has four parks on the list, including Vic-
toria Falls in Zimbabwe, the Kruger National Park 
in South Africa, Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, and the 
Tanzanian part of the Serengeti. The most expen-
sive National Park in the world is the Galapagos 
($100), which, despite it being so expensive, came 
in at 8th position. 

Here is the top 20 list with the amount of 
hashtags:  Yosemite (US) - 4 067 845; Grand Can-
yon (US) - 3,859,864; Lake District (UK) -2 662,538; 
Rocky Mountain (US) - 2 343 245; Yellowstone 
(US) - 2 109 660; Peak District (UK) - 1 342 240; 
Kruger National Park (SA) - 1 106 004; Galapagos 
(ECU) - 1 018 355; Sequoia (US) - 979 681; Snow-
donia (UK) - 844 124; New Forest (UK) - 662 274; 
Komodo (INDO) - 629 083; Serengeti (TANZ) - 618 
052; Kilimanjaro (TANZ) - 493 550; Guilin and Liji-
ang River (CHINA) - 398 616; Uluru (AU) - 392 500; 
Victoria Falls (ZIM) - 234 495; Fiordland (NZ) - 167 
678; Swiss (SUI) - 44 523; and Los Glaciares (ARG) 
- 30 531.

SA, Zim and Tanzania tops list of world’s most Instagrammed national parks

JOHANNESBURG 

Vodacom has added almost half a 
million users in South Africa in three 
months, thanks in part to a promo-
tional campaign.

In a trading update for the quarter 
to end-December 2019, the mobile 
phone giant said it added 484,000 
customers in South Africa, and 1.7 mil-
lion international customers during 
the period. It now has 117 million cus-
tomers across the group.

Shameel Joosub, Vodacom Group 
CEO (pictured), said in a statement 
that the growth in South Africa was 
helped by its summer campaign, 
which delivered 334 million free re-
wards to 17 million customers. Joosub 

said its ongoing 
“pricing transfor-
mation strategy” 
resulted in the 
network opera-
tor’s data prices 
falling by approxi-
mately 50% since 
March 2016.

Last year, new 
regulations came 
into effect which 
required mobile 
operators to pre-
vent automatic 
o u t - o f - b u n d l e 
data usage, roll 
over unused data 
and to allow their 

customers to data transfer data to 
others. Vodacom also announced sub-
stantial cuts in out-of-bundle tariffs.

Vodacom said its data customers 
increased by 12.5% to 22.9 million and 
unique bundle data users to 14 mil-
lion. 

Overall data usage increased by 
63.2% as data bundles sold rose by 
20%. But despite adding 450,000 
more prepaid customers, its mobile 
prepaid customer revenue declined 
by 1.8%.

The group’s total revenue rose by 
6.6% to R23.6 billion, with South Af-
rica growing by almost 6% to R18.2bn, 
while its international businesses ex-
panded by 9% to R5.8bn. Vodacom’s 
services division include digital offer-

ing digital in video, music, sports and 
gaming as well as VodaPay, which en-
ables direct airtime purchase and bill 
payments. The group now has 2-mil-
lion customers on its video platform. 
Its fibre offering has been rolled out to 
50,000 homes.

Joosub said Vodacom expects to be 
able to launch5G services in South Af-
rica later in 2020, without giving an 
exact date. 

“This is possible thanks to a recent 
roaming agreement with Liquid Tel-
ecom, as 5G spectrum is largely unas-
signed in South Africa.” After an initial 
rally following the release of the up-
date, Vodacom’s share price pared 
gains and was flat by mid-morning.
CEO. 

Vodacom adds almost 500,000 new clients in SA as prices drop 

 World-class 

The magnificent Mount Kilimanjaro.  

The Australian Stock Exchange 
listed company further noted that a 
bankable feasibility study led by GR 
Engineering Services Limited and in-
volving a range of international tech-
nical consultancies, demonstrating 
that Epanko will generate annual rev-
enue of US$44.5m with an investment 
rate of return of 38.9 percent has been 
completed.

“Rigorous due diligence by bank ap-

pointed independent engineer’s SRK 
Consulting of UK, confirming that the 
bankable feasibility study adequately 
addresses all technical aspects of the 
proposed development and that the 
social and environmental planning as-
pects satisfy IFC performance stand-
ards and World Bank Group’s environ-
mental, health and safety guidelines,” 
the statement added.

The company has secured sales 

commitments for the planned pro-
duction with German multinational 
industrial group thyssenkrupp AG, 
Japanese multinational Sojitz Group 
and a large European graphite trading 
group.

Epanko is unique in its Equator 
Principles development model. The 
Project has been designed to meet the 
strictest standards for social and en-
vironmental sustainability and to be 

fully compliant with IFC Performance 
Standards and the Equator Principles. 

These high standards of sustainabil-
ity provide assurance to financiers 
and customers that Epanko products 
will be responsibly produced for the 
benefit of all stakeholders. The impor-
tance of sustainable development is 
reflected in the increasing emphasis 
globally on transparent supply chains 
and ethically sourced minerals.

Attractive 
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

NMB Bank Plc has donated 
building equipment and desks 
worth 35m/- to seven primary 
schools in Dodoma city.

It donated building material 
worth 5m/- to Chiwondo pri-
mary school while other public 
schools of  Mnadani, Mlimwa, 
Ipala, Mitumba, Vikonje and 
Nong’ona all got 90 desks worth 
5m/- .

 Speaking yesterday while 

handing over the donations to 
the schools at a ceremony pre-
sided over by the Regional Com-
missioner, Dr Benilith Mahenge, 
and NMB Central Zone Manager, 
Nsolo Mlozi expressed commit-
ment to support the govern-
ment in improving provision of 
education services in the coun-
try.

Mlozi said NMB has spent over 
85m/- in supporting education 
services in Dodoma region as a 
whole, “This is just to support 

efforts by the government to en-
sure every child in the country 
gets access to quality education 
through improved infrastruc-
ture” he said.

Mlozi further noted that the 
donation is part of over 1bn/- set 
aside by the bank from its over 
148bn/- profit made in 2019, 
adding that, the bank targets its 
support in education and health 
sectors as well as in responding 
to disasters.

The NMB Central Zone boss 

appealed to other financial in-
stitutions and likeminded stake-
holders to support government 
efforts to improve the learning 
environment in public schools 
in the country. 

In his official remarks after 
receiving the donations, RC Ma-
henge thanked the bank for the 
good gesture, saying it will help 
enable young Tanzanians, most 
of them from poor background 
get decent education.

“The bank has proved that it 

is one of the oldest and stable fi-
nancial institutions in the coun-
try through its timely support 
to government development 
projects” Dr Mahenge said. He 
thanked the bank’s zonal man-
ager for support to improve 
schools in the city and beyond, 
noting that more of such efforts 
are needed to improve educa-
tion level in the region.

The RC noted that while Do-
doma city’s performance is 
improving in national exami-

nations, other district in the 
central region are still lagging 
behind, pulling down regional 
performance as a whole.

 He urged parents to ensure 
their children attend schools 
regularly as by so doing, such 
donations will prove to be worth 
receiving. The RC also called on 
parents and guardians to help 
fight teen pregnancies among 
school going children.

 The same message was ech-
oed by the Dodoma Urban Dis-

trict Commissioner, Patrobas 
Katambi who said pregnancy 
and truancy remain some of the 
challenges among public school 
pupils in his district. “Let me 
warn those out to impregnate 
school girls that we shall never 
relent in this war and you will all 
land in prison,” Katambi threat-
ened. He also thanked NMB for 
the gesture, noting that sup-
porting education is not only 
helping pupils but changing the 
entire nation.

Bank donates desks, construction material worth 35m/- to Dodoma schools

Dodoma Regional Commissioner, Dr Bilnith Mahenge. 

CAPE TOWN

The investment capital avail-
able to mining companies is 
shrinking as the economic 
boom in China slows and inves-
tors see the industry as increas-
ingly risky, says Rio Tinto Group 
Energy and Minerals CEO Bold 
Baatar.

“It’s becoming more difficult 
to invest in mining - our share-
holders are rotating largely out 
of mining for a variety of rea-
sons,” he said. “Money moves 

around the world where it is less 
risky.” Mining companies need 
to look for new ways of struc-
turing projects including where 
large producers like Rio Tinto 

team up with juniors, he said.
Baatar spoke on the sidelines 

of the African Mining Indaba in 
Cape Town, the continent’s biggest 
gathering of one of its most vital 

industries. 
Anglo on Eskom Boss
The new chief executive officer 

of struggling power utility Eskom, 
meanwhile, has at least one fan in 

the mining industry: Anglo Ameri-
can CEO Mark Cutifani. Andre de 
Ruyter’s admission that the coun-
try would have to bear with load-
shedding for at least 18 months is 

exactly what South African busi-
nesses need, Cutifani said.

“I am far more optimistic to-
day than I was 12 months ago 
even though the situation might 
be worse,” he said. “We still have 
risks, issues that we are going to 
deal with, but the fact that we have 
got some brutally honest conver-
sations, now that’s good.”

Mining’s investment pool is shrinking, Rio says

Confusing fiscal policies 
worry Kenya investors

NAIROBI 

Kenya’s fiscal and monetary policies have been conflict-
ing, raising concerns among investors who rely on them to 
make decisions. The Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) has moved 
towards a more accommodative stance to encourage com-
mercial banks to boost lending to the private sector.

It’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) in January cut the 
Central Bank Rate by 25 basis points to 8.25 percent, saying 
the economy was operating below its potential. This was 
a consecutive cut made from 9.00 percent in last Novem-
ber. The policy stance to encourage private sector lending 
is, however, likely to run into headwinds in the form of in-
creased Treasury appetite for domestic debt.

There has been a gradual rise in the interest rates for short-
term government securities, attributable to the fact that the 
Treasury is under pressure to meet its domestic borrowing 
target. And this despite fiscal consolidation touted by the 
Treasury from the second half of fiscal year 2019/2020.

“Conversation with players in capital markets is that the 
policies are coming out as a sticky issue. The movement in 
yields speaks of borrowing pressure to attract investors to 
Treasury bills and bonds in the first half of 2020,” Churchill 
Ogutu, senior researcher at Genghis Capital, said.

“There was a plan on fiscal consolidation but by in large, 
we don’t see it happening even with the supplementary 
budget that has an increase in expenditure, raising the con-
flict. The market is in a confused mode.”

The supplementary budget for 2019/2020 effected a net in-
crease of Sh78.1 billion on the initial budget to Sh3.13 trillion, 
necessitating an upward adjustment in domestic borrowing 
from the initial Sh300.3 billion to Sh391.4 billion.

The deficit, inclusive of grants in the 2020/2021 fiscal year, 
is projected to reduce to Sh569.4 billion from Sh715.2 billion 
in 2018/2019. But gong by past practice the Treasury has 
found it hard to implement these budget cuts.

To finance the fiscal deficit, net domestic borrowing is pro-
jected at Sh318.9 billion and foreign financing at Sh247.3 bil-

Central Bank of Kenya Governor Patrick Njoroge during a press conference on the Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting on January 28.

Charity 

KIGALI

The Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Au-
thority (RURA) and Ampersand have 
been listed among Africa’s most promis-
ing climate and clean energy innovators 
lined up for the 2020 Ashden Awards.

RURA has been nominated for “bring-
ing cleaner buses to the streets of Kiga-
li”, while Ampersand is being credited 
with introducing “electric motorcycles 
designed and manufactured in Africa”.

While RURA is the national utility 
regulator, Ampersand is a private firm, 
whose mission, it says, is “building af-
fordable electric vehicles and charging 
systems for the three million motorcy-
cle taxi drivers in East Africa, starting 
with Rwanda.” The list includes organi-
sations that carry out outstanding work 
across Africa to electrify rural areas, 
boost sustainable urban transport and 
improve the lives of refugees and farm-
workers, according to a statement.

Besides RURA and Ambersand, eight 
other 10 African organisations made the 
list which also features 34 other innova-
tors from around the world. Top eleven 
finalists will be announced in June and 
subsequently celebrated at the Ashden 
Awards Ceremony in London this July, 

the organisation said in the statement.
“Africa’s impressive culture of innova-

tion and entrepreneurship is reflected in 
our long list. Africa is on the frontline of 
the climate crisis, with seven of the top 
ten climate change-affected countries in 
the continent, so it’s crucial we promote 
energy solutions created and proven lo-
cally,” Ashden CEO Harriet Lamb is quot-
ed saying.     

She added: “Despite so much great 
work, Africa’s energy access challenge is 
huge. Close to 600 million people in sub-
Saharan Africa are without regular access 
to electricity, and polluting cook stoves 
means many are dying just to put food 
on the table. “What’s more, the climate 
emergency is creating extreme weather, 
worsening conflict and making it harder 
for people to earn a living.” Founded in 
2001, Ashden is based in London, with a 
network of 225 winners and numerous 
partners stretching around the world.

The Ashden Humanitarian Energy 
Award is one of 11 prizes making up the 
2020 Ashden Awards. Together, the 
Awards highlight proven solutions to the 
climate crisis and energy access chal-
lenges. Winners receive a cash prize, 
development support, and the chance 
to connect with investors and leading 

figures in the energy and climate sector.  
Since 2001, Ashden has awarded 

more than 225 ground-breaking organi-
sations. Other African organisations on 
the 2020 Ashden Awards list are: Cross 
boundary Energy Access, Tanzania 
for unlocking financing for electricity 
mini-grids; Togolese Rural Electrifica-
tion and Renewable Energy Agency for 
its national plan to improve energy ac-
cess across Togo; Enventure of Uganda 
for helping rural co-operatives and 
community-based organisations start 
clean energy ventures; Mucho Man-
goes from  Kenya for a broad pack-
age of support for farmers in Kenya, 
including access to solar-powered 
drying technology; Gaia Clean En-
ergy from Ethiopia for safer cooking 
fuels distributed by cooperatives 
run by refugees and host community 
members; Cameroon Gender and 
Environment Watch for protecting 
the environment by boosting sustain-
able income-generation in the Kilum-
ljim forest; Qhubeka of South Africa for 
building bicycles, training mechanics 
and promoting safe cycling; and ECon-
sult of Egypt for architects creating 
cooling, sustainable buildings for farm-
workers.

Excellence 

Two Rwandan entities named among 
Africa’s top 10 clean energy innovators

Concerns 

Deceleration 

lion. According to Mr Ogutu, banks 
may continue to lend government, 
helping meet their targets, meaning 
that the rate cap repeal in Novem-
ber may not fully entice the banks 
to lend to customers whose risk re-
mains elevated.

“Banks are split on the direction 
to take in credit extension, and are 
still lending to government. Lend-
ing to private sector is not as robust 
as expected,” he said. “They will 
be weighing the risks and oppor-
tunities to lending. The anecdotal 
evidence to lend after the rate cap 
repeal has not been so.”

The CBK is in the meantime try-
ing to revive private sector credit 
growth, the Genghis analyst said, 
alive to the fact that there are some 
fragilities in the economy. This has 
been shown by the fact that con-
sumption is still muted. Inflation as 
an indicator of private consump-
tion stood at 5.78 percent in Janu-
ary compared to 5.82 percent in 
December, in spite of a rise in food 
prices.

This is indicative of the spill-over 
effects of contractionary fiscal poli-
cies that have seen an increase in 
taxes, while pending bills are still 
an issue and many Kenyans have 
lost jobs. 

“There is still no much demand 
pressure in the economy from both 
households and businesses, hence 
a bit lower end of the projections in 
credit growth,” said Mr Ogutu.

Thus, conventional wisdom 
would point to an all-out effort to 
improve the circulation of money 
in the economy, with an improve-
ment in private sector lending one 
of the options on the table. Against 
an earlier expectation of 11.3 per-
cent, private sector credit growth 
in the 12 months to December 2019 

stood at 7.1 percent.
This was observed mainly in 

manufacturing (9.2 percent), trade 
(8.9 percent), transport and com-
munication (8.1 percent), and con-
sumer durables (26.0 percent). 
Growth in private sector credit, 
particularly to micro, small and me-
dium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), is 
expected to increase gradually due 
to the deployment of innovative 
MSME credit products, the repeal 
of interest rate caps and the contin-
ued easing of credit risk, as stated 
by the MPC.

“The repeal is a window for in-
creased borrowing, but the ap-
petite is not there due to the busi-
ness environment they operate in 
may not be conducive. When this 
is addressed that is when we can 
see some uptick in private sector,” 
said Mr Ogutu. “Company layoffs 
and property auctions speak to de-
pressed disposable income.”

According to the analyst, the cap 
removal may bear fruit towards the 
last quarter of 2020 or early next 
year. “The environment is still frag-
ile and it will take much more than 
just a rate cut to stir banks to start 
lending. There is usually some lag 
with most of these measures hence 
the need for transmission to take 
effect, improving early next year,” 
he added.

The investment bank has pro-
jected real GDP growth rate of 5.7 
percent in 2020, while the CBK set 
this at 6.2 percent, driven by ser-
vice industry which account for 45 
percent of the GDP and after years 
of steady growth. 

However, escalated political 
noise around the BBI constitutional 
reforms and a possible referendum 
is expected to have an impact on 
the services sector.
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Business conditions in Saudi Arabia’s non-oil economy improve in January
RIYADH 

Business conditions in Saudi Arabia’s non-oil private sec-
tor improved overall in January, but at a slower rate as strong 
competition and cautious consumer spending pulled back 
growth.

The seasonally-adjusted Purchasing Managers’ Index – a 
gauge designed to give an overview of operating conditions 
in the non-oil private sector economy – slipped to 54.9 in 
January in the kingdom, from 56.9 in December. The read-
ing remained well above the 50 level, indicating economic 
expansion.

Business activity in Saudi Arabia increased last month, 
but the rate of expansion was similar to that of the 14-month 
low seen in December. The latest slowdown largely reflects a 
weaker contribution from the new orders component of the 
PMI, according to the survey.

“January data suggested that non-oil private sector com-
panies remained in expansion mode. However, business 
activity was again constrained by a slowdown in new order 
growth,” Tim Moore, an economics associate director at IHS 
Markit, which compiles the survey, said.

“Non-oil firms in Saudi Arabia are optimistic about the 
business outlook for 2020, but levels of confidence have 
dropped since December, which acted as a brake on staff hir-
ing and input buying at the start of the year.”

The latest rise in sales volumes was the softest rate of 
growth recorded in 13 months. Export sales also dipped 
slightly, reflecting subdued business conditions in overseas 
markets, according to the survey.

Looking ahead, businesses in Saudi Arabia remained con-
fident about growth prospects in the coming 12 months, ac-
cording to the survey. The degree of positive sentiment, how-
ever, slipped in January from that seen in December. It was 
the lowest for almost one-and-a-half years.

Meanwhile, a decline in new orders retracted growth in 
the UAE’s non-oil private sector in January. It is the first time 
the sector has not registered growth in a decade, according 
to the PMI survey by IHS.

The headline PMI number in the second-biggest Arab 
economy dropped to 49.3 in January from 50.2 in Decem-
ber, signalling a slight deterioration in business conditions. 
Workforce numbers also dropped, while selling prices were 
lowered for the sixteenth month running.

On the demand side, total new orders fell as companies 
struggled to gain sales momentum. Orders from abroad, 

however, grew for the third month in a 
row and at a faster pace than in Decem-
ber, according to the survey.

UAE companies responded by leav-
ing output levels unchanged in January, 
ending a sequence of growth that had 
lasted for almost a decade. “Despite 
lower prices, new orders fell for the 
second time in three months in Janu-
ary, adding extra pressure on business-
es and halting output growth,” said Da-
vid Owen, an economist at IHS Markit.

“Looking ahead, it is hoped by many 
firms that the upcoming Expo 2020 
will restore new business volumes and 
kick-start activity. Another bright note 
is growing momentum in export sales.” 

In Egypt, non-oil private sector econ-
omy weakened at a much faster rate 
in January as sales fell on the back of 
a sharp reduction in business activity. 
Employment and purchases also de-
clined in the most populous Arab na-
tion.

Egypt’s PMI gauge fell to a three-year 

Johnson warns Brussels 
he’d rather walk away 
without a trade deal 

LONDON 

Boris Johnson will on 
Monday warn that Britain 
will not follow any Euro-
pean Union rules in a new 
trade deal with Brussels, 
and will walk away from ne-
gotiations without any deal 
whatsoever if necessary.

In a speech in south Lon-
don this morning, the prime 
minister is set to declare 
that there is “no need” for 
the United Kingdom to sign 
up to EU rules and regula-
tions in exchange for high 
levels of access to European 
markets.

Johnson’s remarks put the 
UK on collision course with 
the EU when trade talks get 
underway next month. EU 
figures including European 
Commission President, Ur-
sula Von Der Leyen, have 
said that Britain must sign 
up to a “level playing field” 
with the EU in order to se-
cure tariff and quota-free ac-
cess to European markets. 
However, the prime minis-
ter will today categorically 
rule out signing up to com-
mitments of this sort.

“There is no need for a 
free trade agreement to in-
volve accepting EU rules on 
competition policy, subsi-
dies, social protection, the 
environment, or anything 
similar any more than the 
EU should be obliged to ac-
cept UK rules.

“The UK will maintain the 
highest standards in these 
areas - better, in many re-
spects, than those of the EU - 
without the compulsion of a 
treaty and it is vital to stress 
this now,” he is expected to 
say. 

Johnson is also set to warn 
Brussels that he is prepared 
to walk away from trade 
talks without any deal what-
soever.

“We have often been told 
that we must choose be-
tween full access to the EU 
market, along with accept-

ing its rules and courts on 
the Norway model, or an 
ambitious free trade agree-
ment, which opens up 
markets and avoids the full 
panoply of EU regulation, 
on the example of Canada,” 
he is expected to say in his 
speech.

“We have made our 
choice: we want a free 
trade agreement, similar 
to Canada’s but in the very 
unlikely event that we do 
not succeed, then our trade 
will have to be based on our 
existing Withdrawal Agree-
ment with the EU.

 “The choice is emphati-
cally not ‘deal or no-deal’. 
The question is whether we 
agree a trading relationship 
with the EU comparable to 
Canada’s - or more like Aus-
tralia’s.”

Australia and the EU do 
not have a free trade deal 
and trade largely on World 
Trade Organisation rules. 
The Institute For Govern-
ment think tank last month 
warned that an outcome of 
this sort would be just as 
damaging to British busi-
nesses as a no-deal Brexit, 
as it would result in swathes 
of new checks on goods. 

However, Johnson is set 
to say that “in either case, I 
have no doubt that Britain 
will prosper.” Britain finally 
left the EU on Friday even-
ing, three-and-a-half-years 
after the 2016 Brexit refer-
endum.

The country has entered 
an 11-month transition pe-
riod - or “implementation 
period” - during which it 
will continue to follow all EU 
rules, laws, and regulations. 

This arrangement will 
come to an end in January 
2021. Johnson’s UK govern-
ment will in the meantime 
try to secure free trade 
agreements with the EU 
and other countries like the 
United States, Japan, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, as 
soon as possible. 

low of 46 in January, from 48.2 in De-
cember. The health of the sector has 
now deteriorated in each of the past six 
months. 

Contributing to the downturn was a 
sharp contraction in output, with the 
rate of decline accelerating to the fast-
est since January 2017. The fall in new 
orders was also the quickest in nearly 
three years. Export demand also sof-
tened for the fourth month running, 
according to the survey.

“January PMI data brought unwel-
come news for Egypt’s non-oil private 
sector,” Mr Owen said. “Firms squarely 
linked this [drop in PMI index] to fall-
ing sales, with customers increasingly 
cautious about their expenditure and 
new contracts dwindling.”

On the positive side, business expec-
tations remained positive in January, 
despite dropping to a four-month low. 
Respondents hoped that lower prices 
would drive sales and activity higher in 
the coming months, Mr Owen said.

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   
 
SATURDAY  18 Jan

5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
10:45	 Usafiri wako rpt
11:15	 Shamba lulu rpt
11:45	 Mapishi rpt
12:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:40	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:40	 Igizo rpt: Dhoruba
15:15	 Igizo: Mkaguzi
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Dhoruba
19:00	 Art and Style
19:25	 Jungu Kuu	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Shangweka
21:30	 Kesho leo rpt
22:00	 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 19 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: The Second Wife
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 Igizo rpt : Mkaguzi
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 	
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: Bahasha
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
	
MONDAY  20 Jan 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap: Isidingo the need
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Jagina rpt
11:30      Igizo rpt: Mtego
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Jungu kuu rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:45 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00   	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	

18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:45	 Kesho leo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45 
22:00	 Insta Moja 
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 21 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo
09:55      Habari za saa
 10:00	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Shamsham za pwani
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   	 Shamsham za pwani
11:20	 Shangweka rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00   	 Al Jazeera   
12:30	 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Uchumi na biashara
13:30   	 Shamba lulu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru 
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Tanzania yetu
21:35	 Kipindi Maalum: St Patrick mission 

schools
21:45	 Chetu ni chetu
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	

WEDNESDAY 22 Jan	
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30  	 Korean drama: The great Queen 

Seondok
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00  	 Korean drama: The great Queen 

Seondok
11:20      Uchumi wetu rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Dakika 45
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 

18:15   	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Ijue Sheria	
19:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Kipanya Chooni
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe?	
21:10	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40	 Ripoti Maalum
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera 	
2:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY  23 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habariz a saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      Igizo: Mkaguzi
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Igizo: Mkaguzi
11:15   	 Kesho Leo rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Ijue Sheria
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Kipanya chooni
13:30	 Tanzania yetu
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00      Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina 
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 24 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
09:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     	 Isidingo
9:55      	Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:30   	 Usafiri wako
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00   	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Jagina rpt
13:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:10   	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base
17:30	 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15   	 Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Shamba lulu 
19:00	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto

23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV

SATURDAY  25 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
10:45	 Usafiri wako rpt
11:15	 Shamba lulu rpt
11:45	 Mapishi rpt
12:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:40	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:40	 Igizo rpt: Dhoruba
15:15	 Igizo: Mkaguzi
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Dhoruba
19:00	 Art and lifestyle
19:25	 Jungu Kuu	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Shangweka
21:30	 Kesho leo rpt
22:00	 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 26 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: Bahasha
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 Igizo rpt : Mkaguzi
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 	
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost

		

  CAPITAL 
   
Sat  25 Jan
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 Drive It rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri wako rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Iljimae
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie: Diary of a mad black woman

23:00	 The other side rpt
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  26 Jan
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae 
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: The other side
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Drive it rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 T	 he Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Iljimae 
21:00	 Shift
21:15	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon  27 Jan 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 	 Series rpt: The other side
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Eco@Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: The other side
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues 28 Jan
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Life is a teacher
16:30	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Jagina rpt
20:00 	 Series: The other side
20:45	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 29 Jan 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: The other side
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza Huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series:  The other side
20:45 	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Growth 

Brexit  
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By Adhere Cavince 

As an international student in Chi-
na, I have always been captivated by 
the level of development the coun-
try has realized. The city of Wuhan, 
which will be my home for the next 
three years, displayed special splen-
dor, order and opulence.

I always looked for opportunities 
to travel to different scenic points in 
the city, mostly on weekends.

It was for this reason that I, like 
many international students, looked 
forward to the January-February se-
mester break. We would then have 
time to travel and relish Wuhan and 
other cities in China. This dream was 
cut short this year, however, when 
the authorities announced the out-
break of the coronavirus in Wuhan.

What started with a few infections 
has since become an epidemic, in-
fecting thousands and spreading 
beyond China to other countries 
including the United States, Japan, 

Thailand, South Korea, India and the 
Philippines.

The situation has fomented fear, 
panic and even despair among resi-
dents of Wuhan.

In order to contain the spread 
of the virus, the government an-
nounced a curfew, bringing the city 
into lockdown.

No trains, planes, vehicles or water 
vessels are allowed to either leave or 
enter the city, except under special 
circumstances. Such developments 
have made the situation more un-
pleasant, especially for foreign na-
tionals in the city.

One would imagine the lockdown 
taking a toll on the city, perhaps 
leading to chaos. Many international 
students, for instance, wondered 
how life would be under the restrict-
ed movements. With shops closed, 
we wondered how we were going 
to replenish our food supplies and 

drinking water.
In the days that followed, however, the ad-

ministration of Central China Normal Univer-
sity demonstrated a high degree of respon-
siveness that made both the safety and the 
well-being of international students a priority.

Students were immediately provided with 
hand soap, surgical masks and thermometers. 
The school hospital was activated to respond 
to any medical concerns. Information on how 
to protect students from the spread of the cor-
onavirus was circulated and displayed in stra-
tegic public spaces. 

The university also ensured that canteens 
and other eateries on campus were functional, 
easing students’ worries.

Beyond the university, national and regional 
governments raced to contain the coronavi-
rus, regularly updating the public on the pro-
gress made. It was heartening to see the World 
Health Organization and other leading region-
al organizations endorse the pragmatic meas-
ures taken by China to manage the outbreak.

The Chinese people have demonstrated that 
with synergy and knowledge-driven action, the 
coronavirus can be defeated. 

The establishment of additional hospitals 
and increased production of medical supplies 
are further signs that the Chinese government 
has put the lives of citizens at the core of policy 
decisions.

These actions have helped the international 
community in Wuhan feel a sense of ease. The 

cooperation of various embassies and the for-
eign affairs office in Wuhan and at different 
universities has also lessened anxiety among 
international students.

Although additional infections are reported 
each day, the number of patients who have 
been treated effectively and discharged is also 
increasing. One of the most inspiring stories is 
that of a nurse who resumed her duties after 
recovering from infection by the virus.

As China intensifies efforts to contain the vi-
rus, the international community must work in 
unison to help end the threat.

Coronavirus is not a Chinese affair, much like 
Ebola was never an African affair. Viruses don’t 
need passports to cross borders. Viruses have 
no religion, race or tribe.

While Wuhan remains on lockdown, every-
one must continue to take precautionary meas-
ures and deny the coronavirus the opportunity 
to spread further. Thousands of international 
students remain in Wuhan, encouraged by the 
resilience, generosity and industry of the Chi-
nese people. We will eventually resume our 
vibrant, multicultural and fulfilling academic 
lives that Wuhan has afforded so many of us.

The writer is a PhD student of international 
relations at Central China Normal University as 
well as a Belt and Road tourism ambassador. 
The views do not necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

			               China Daily

ANKARA/ISTANBUL 
Turkey said on Monday its military 

hit dozens of Syrian government 
targets after eight Turkish military 
personnel were killed by shelling in 
Idlib in northwest Syria, where fight-
ing threatens to test ties between An-
kara and Moscow.

Turkey and Russia are on oppos-
ing sides in the fighting in Idlib and, 
though they work together else-
where in Syria, President Tayyip 
Erdogan said Russian officials had 
been told they should “stand aside” 
in the conflict around Idlib.

Defence Minister Hulusi Akar said 
Turkish forces had hit 54 targets in 
Idlib in retaliation and “neutralised” 

76 Syrian government soldiers, the 
state-owned Anadolu agency report-
ed.

He later told Turkish media that 
seven Turkish soldiers and one civil-
ian working for the Turkish military 
had died in the shelling, and added 
that 13 others who were wounded 
were in good condition.

Erdogan had earlier said the retali-
atory operations included the use 
of F-16 fighter jets and responded to 
what Turkey called intense shelling 
of its troops in Idlib, the last big rebel 
stronghold after nearly nine years of 
war in Syria.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s 
forces, backed by Russian air power, 

have made large advances in Idlib, 
prompting Turkey to warn it may 
launch a military operation there 
unless the fighting is halted.

“We are determined to continue 
our operations for the security of 
our country, people and our broth-
ers in Idlib. Those who question our 
determination will soon understand 
they made a mistake,” Erdogan said 
in Istanbul before flying to Kiev.

Speaking later in the Ukrain-
ian capital, he said developments in 
Idlib had become “unmanageable”.

The Syrian Observatory, a war 
monitor based in Britain, said 13 
members of the Syrian government 
forces had been killed in Turkish 

shelling. A Syrian state TV corre-
spondent said there had been no 
casualties among its government 
forces.

Erdogan accuses Russia of violat-
ing a 2017 agreement to reduce fight-
ing in the region, and charge that 
Russia denies.

Ankara and Moscow have also 
been regularly conducting joint pa-
trols in northeastern Syria. It is not 
clear whether or how such coop-
eration would be affected by any 
strains in ties over Idlib but Turkish 
broadcaster NTV said that the patrol 
on Monday was canceled. Closer 
military ties between NATO member 
Turkey and Russia have meanwhile 

alarmed Washington and other 
Western allies.

Turkey has in recent days sent 
military vehicles, trucks and other 
reinforcements to the region in a 
challenge to Damascus and its Rus-
sian backers.

Rebels fighting to oust Assad, 
some of whom have been backed by 
Turkey, have also launched counter-
attacks against the territorial gains 
by Assad’s forces.

 
SHELLING IN AREA OF SARAQEB
A Turkish security official told 

Reuters the shelling that killed the 
Turkish soldiers was in the area of 
Saraqeb, a town 15 km east of Idlib 

city that lies at the junction of two 
main roads which Damascus wants 
to gain full control of.

Turkey’s defense ministry said re-
inforcements had been on the move 
around Idlib. They were meant to 
prevent clashes in Idlib but were 
hit by Syrian shelling, it said, adding 
that a civilian member of its forces 
was also killed.

The Russian defense ministry said 
the Turkish units came under fire 
from Syrian government forces af-
ter moving without notifying Russia, 
though Turkey said it had coordi-
nated its military movements with 
Moscow.

		            Agencies

We are confident 
that China’s economy 
remains resilient - IMF 
managing director

Washington 

Kristalina Georgieva, 
the managing director of 
the International Mon-
etary Fund, said on Twit-
ter, “Our deep sympathies 
to all those affected by the 
serious situation related to 
Coronavirus. 

We support China’s ef-
forts to respond, including recent fiscal, monetary, and 
financial actions. We are confident that China’s economy 
remains resilient.”

At a recent roundtable news conference at the IMF’s 
headquarters in Washington DC, Georgieva (pictured) 
also said the IMF was closely monitoring the situation and 
would assess its economic impact in a few weeks. 

While the outbreak may have an impact on China’s 
economy in the short term, she believes the government 
has ample policy space to stabilize growth. She argues that 
the benefits of economic globalization cannot be negated 
by the risk of pandemic disease.

 She noted that the benefits of global economic integra-
tion in boosting economic growth and improving people’s 
lives still far outweigh the negative effects.

Georgieva said the world could build more early warn-
ing systems, take more preventive measures and take ear-
ly action to control pandemics, while giving high priority 
to development issues and strengthening the resilience of 
national economies.

				                People’s Daily

BEIJING 

The foreign ministers of Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and Sudan expressed 
their support for and confidence in 
the Chinese government in its bat-
tle against the novel coronavirus 
epidemic in phone conversations 
with Chinese State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Mon-
day.

Iranian Foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif said his country is willing to 
work together with China to com-
bat the novel coronavirus. 

Zarif (pictured) said it has been 
widely recognized by the interna-

tional community that the Chinese 
government, in a responsible and 
transparent manner, has taken 
timely and resolute measures in 
fighting the epidemic, which has 
prevented not only a deterioration 
of the outbreak within China, but 
also its spread overseas.

Iran firmly opposes some West-
ern countries’ attempt to exploit 
the epidemic, and believes that the 
Chinese government and people 
will overcome the current difficul-
ties, Zarif said.

He said Iran has provided China 
with a certain amount of urgently 
needed medical supplies, and 

stands ready to offer more assis-
tance and work together with China 
to combat the epidemic.

On his part, Wang expressed 
thanks to Iran for supporting China 
in fighting the epidemic, hailing 
Zarif as the first foreign minister 
publicly voicing support for China, 
which has shown the Iranian peo-
ple’s friendliness towards the Chi-

nese people.
Wang also thanked Iran for pro-

viding China with medical supplies 
at the critical moment of epidemic 
prevention and control.

Starting from Feb. 1, the number 
of people discharged from hospital 
after recovery has started to sig-
nificantly surpass the number of 
deaths, an important symbol show-
ing the epidemic is controllable and 
curable, Wang said.

Wang said that China will con-
tinue to share information with the 
world in an open and transparent 
manner, and strengthen coopera-
tion with other countries, so as to 

jointly safeguard global and region-
al public health safety. 

China to ‘eventually win the fight’ 
China will eventually win the 

fight against the novel coronavirus, 
said Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal 
bin Farhan Al Saud.

China will eventually win the 
fight against the novel coronavirus, 
said Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal 
bin Farhan Al Saud

Faisal said Saudi Arabia com-
mends China’s strong measures to 
curb the spread of the virus and 
highly appreciates China’s sense of 
responsibility in the prevention and 
control of the epidemic.    Xinhua

Iran, S. Arabia, Sudan back China’s epidemic control efforts

Turkey hits back after Syrian shells kill Turkish troops

MOSCOW

The Public Prosecution Service of the Netherlands has 
filed indictments against four suspects in the Malaysia Air-
lines MH17 crash case in Ukraine and summoned them for 
investigative procedures, defense attorney for one of the de-
fendants Yelena Kutyina told TASS.

“The Netherlands’ Public Prosecution Service has indicted 
and summoned four suspects in the MH17 case. One of these 
defendants - Oleg Pulatov - will be defended by an interna-
tional defense attorney group consisting of two Dutch and 
one Russian attorneys,” she said.

Kutyina added that the group will work in full compliance 
with international law. “When defending [the client] we will 
consider this case with profound respect for feelings of the 
victims’ families as well as considering the basic principle of 
criminal proceedings - presumption of innocence. We are 
hoping that the Dutch court will be independent and objec-
tive when hearing the case,” the attorney stressed.

Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, a Boeing-777 passenger 
plane travelling from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, was shot 
down on July 17, 2014, over Ukraine’s eastern region of Donetsk. 

The crash killed all the 283 passengers, citizens of 10 coun-
tries, and 15 crewmembers. In spite of the active armed conflict 
on the ground, Kiev did not close its airspace over the Donbass 
region to international passenger flights. 

The Joint Investigation Team ( JIT) looking into the crash is 
made up of representatives from the Netherlands, Australia, 
Belgium, Malaysia and Ukraine. 

Russian officials have repeatedly expressed doubts and 
distrust of the results of its work, pointed to the groundless 
nature of arguments the accusations are based on and un-
willingness to use Russian conclusion in the course of the 
investigation. On May 24, the experts published a provision-
al report, claiming that the missile system that was used to 
down Flight MH17 could have been transferred from Russia 
and be a part of the Russian 53rd Anti-Aircraft Missile bri-
gade near Kursk.  Moscow rejects the JIT accusations. Par-
ticularly, the Russian Defense Ministry said that no Russian 
army missile system had ever crossed the Ukrainian border. 

Moreover, the defense ministry’s representatives report-
ed that they had identified the missile that was launched to 
down the Boeing and established that it was transferred over 
to the Ukrainian troops back in 1986 and had never returned 
to Russia since.

In June, the JIT said it had identified four persons suspect-
ed of being involved the MH17 crash. They are three Russian 
nationals Igor Girkin, also known under the nickname of 
Strelkov, Sergei Dubinsky, Oleg Pulatov and a Ukrainian na-
tional, Leonid Kharchenko. The trial is scheduled to begin on 
March 9, 2020. 

					     Agencies

Dutch prosecution indicts four 
suspects in MH17 crash case

China’s 
efforts ease 
foreigners’ 
worries

BEIJING 

China calls on the United 
States to see the pneumonia out-
break caused by the novel corona-
virus in an objective, fair, calm and 
reasonable manner, and respect 
and cooperate with China as well 
as the international community to 
fight against the epidemic, a For-
eign Ministry spokesperson said 
yesterday.

The Chinese government and 
people are sparing no effort to 

fight against the epidemic, and 
measures to prevent the spread of 
the epidemic are making progress, 
spokesperson Hua Chunying said.

 
She made the remarks when 

asked to comment on the remarks 
made by US President Donald 
Trump Sunday, in which he said 
that the United States had “basi-
cally shut it down coming from 
China.”

Although the number of con-
firmed cases of novel coronavirus 

infection is relatively large, the 
fatality rate on the Chinese main-
land is far lower than Ebola, SARS 
and MERS, said Hua, adding that 

the recovery rate keeps increas-
ing.  China is fully confident in its 
capacity to win the fight against 
the virus, Hua  (pictured) said.

In response to Reuters quoting 
Trump as saying that US officials 
had offered China “tremendous 
help” in dealing with the epidemic, 
Hua said that China hopes the as-
sistance the US said it would pro-
vide to help tackle the outbreak 
will take place as soon as possible.

“We can’t have thousands of 
people coming in who may have 

this problem - the coronavirus,” 
Trump was quoted by Reuters as 
saying.

China has noticed that the US 
has expressed several times its 
willingness to provide assistance, 
and hopes the assistance said will 
be extended as soon as possible, 
Hua said.

The US should view China’s ef-
forts objectively, fairly and calmly 
without overreaction, and respect 
and coordinate with such efforts, 
she said. 		 Xinhua

US urged to cooperate with China’s epidemic control efforts

Two foreign students in Wuhan University chanting ‘Come on, Wuhan’ to cheer up the city. (Photo: China Daily). 
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China and Myanmar, linked by 
mountains and rivers, have enjoyed 
close people-to-people bond since an-
cient times, leaving numerous touching 
stories of bilateral exchanges.

During my stay in Myanmar for inter-
views, I was profoundly impressed by 
the close ties shared by the two peoples 
and their efforts for joint progress.

U Khin Maung Lynn, senior research-
er of the Myanmar Institute of Strate-
gic and International Studies (MISIS), 
hailed China-Myanmar friendship on 
a wheelchair at a think-tank exchange 
meeting. 

The 73-year-old Mya Than Than Nu, 
who is the daughter of former Prime 
Minister of Myanmar U Nu, still has a 
clear memory of her visits to China with 
her father during childhood.

Wutyee Tun, a 13-year-old girl from 
Dala Township, Yangon, had her con-
genital heart disease cured in China 
through a Chinese medical program 
aiming to saving Myanmar children 
with such problems. When finishing the 
interview, she held my hands and saw 
me off at the village entrance.

These people from different genera-
tions and different backgrounds, estab-
lished a bond with China and made 
their unique stories, forming a cease-
less flow for the river of China-Myanmar 
friendship. 

A “Chinese knot” is tightly tied in the 
heart of each one of them.

At present, China and Myanmar are 
seeing robust momentum in trade 
and cultural cooperation. In the first 11 
months of 2019, bilateral trade volume 
between the two countries hit $16.8 bil-
lion, up 21.6 percent from a year ago. 

Under the efforts of the enterprises 
from both countries, the mobile com-
munication penetration in Myanmar 
surged from less than 2 percent to over 
100 percent in just a few years.

China’s textile industry has created 
over 400,000 jobs in Myanmar, helping 
the latter earning foreign exchange of 
more than $3 billion on an annual basis. 

In the first 10 months of last year, Myan-
mar received more than 500,000 Chi-
nese tourists. The number registered a 
huge growth.

These figures represent the expand-
ing pragmatic cooperation between the 
two countries under the framework of 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), as well 
as an epitome of the increasingly closer 
people-to-people exchanges between 
them.

I once read a bilingual book in both 
Chinese and Myanmar languages that 
collects articles on China-Myanmar rela-
tions published by Myanmese media in 
recent years. 

It records the feelings and thoughts 
of Myanmar experts, scholars and jour-
nalists who visited China. They believe 
China is a country that advances with 
the time and shares the same responsi-
bilities and destinies with Myanmar. 

Many people in Myanmar are explor-
ing the secrets to China’s development. 
Officials of Myanmar’s publicity depart-
ment discussed with me the Chinese 
Dream; the editor-in-chief of Myanma 
Alinn Daily paid close attention to Chi-
na’s poverty alleviation; Joint Secretary 
of the MISIS frequently mentioned the 
Chinese experience of “no road, no 
economy”.

People from China and Myanmar 
share close bond and are sincere to 
each other. The similar experiences and 
development tasks they share are en-
hancing their communication over their 
traditional friendship and their govern-
ance philosophies.

 Their common aspiration and joint 
efforts are promoting the public sup-
port for the building of a community 
with a shared future for mankind. 

As the year 2020 marks the 70th an-
niversary of the establishment of the 
diplomatic relations between the two 
countries, the China-Myanmar ‘Phau-
phaw’ (fraternal) friendship is gaining 
new connotation, releasing new vitality 
and energy in the new era.

		          People’s Daily

By Bloomberg

The Brexit battle between the UK 
and the European Union resumed as 
British leader Boris Johnson clashed 
with the bloc’s chief negotiator Michel 
Barnier at the start of 11 months of talks 
on a future trade deal. The pound fell.

Barnier said in Brussels that a “highly 
ambitious” trade deal is on offer for the 
UK -- but only if Johnson signs up to 
strict rules to prevent unfair competi-
tion. Speaking minutes later in London, 
Johnson rejected Barnier’s demand 
and insisted the UK will thrive even if 
negotiations fail.

He said instead the UK would be hap-
py with a relationship based on Aus-
tralia’s far looser arrangements with 
the EU. Australia doesn’t have a formal 
trade deal with the EU and faces World 
Trade Organization tariffs and barriers 
in many areas.

The rival speeches -- which took 
place almost simultaneously on Mon-
day morning -- represent the first for-
mal exchanges between the two sides 
in what looks certain to be a hard-
edged and tense negotiation.

 “The question is whether we agree 
a trading relationship with the EU 
comparable to Canada’s or more like 
Australia’s,” Johnson told an audience 
of business executives and EU ambas-
sadors in Greenwich, east London. “I 
have no doubt that in either case the 
UK will prosper mightily.”

After three years of bad-tempered 
talks and last-minute breakthroughs 
over the UK’s political withdrawal, ear-
ly signs indicate that the parties could 
struggle to avoid a cliff-edge when it 
comes to agreeing their future trading 
arrangement.

 Sterling fell as much as 1.2% and trad-
ed 1.1% lower at US$1.3056 at 12:06 p.m. 
in London.

The EU’s draft negotiating mandate 
said the UK needs to make “robust 
commitments” to ensure it doesn’t un-
dercut the EU. On climate change, the 
UK is expected to maintain a system of 
carbon pricing and consider linking its 

domestic emissions market with that of 
the bloc.

In a document released to Parlia-
ment, Johnson published his negotiat-
ing framework, which is at odds with 
much of the EU’s plan. In it he made 
clear businesses must prepare now to 
leave the EU customs union and single 
market at the end of the year. 

He said British and European fi-
nancial services regulators should 
cooperate and allow for a predictable 
environment for business, including 
“structured” withdrawal of operating 
rights under a so-called “equivalence” 
regime.

Crucially, the British document re-
jected the idea of aligning with EU rules 
and standards, and insisted the Euro-
pean Court of Justice will have no role 
over British laws.

Johnson’s government thinks that 
the 11-month time frame is sufficient to 
get a full deal, one at least as good as the 
deal that Canada reached with the EU. 
The EU’s leadership has said this will be 
impossible.

“We now have to address the con-
sequences of the choices the UK has 
made.” said Barnier. “Because of those 
choices the UK will no longer be able to 
benefit from the rights and advantages 
of the EU.”

‘Exceptional Offer’
Barnier said the “exceptional offer” is 

conditional on commitments to ensure 

a level playing field in areas such as 
taxation, labor rules and environmen-
tal standards.

“We need to make sure competition 
is and remains open and fair,” he said. 
Barnier said the EU isn’t looking for 
“alignment” of rules, but “consistency” 
from the UK. He added that he wants 
“mechanisms to uphold the high stand-
ards we have.”

In his speech, Johnson insisted the 
UK was not leaving the EU to “under-
mine European standards” and prom-
ised to keep higher standards in many 
areas, including environmental protec-
tions. Britain will do this “without the 
compulsion of a treaty,” he said.

“The anxiety should really be on our 
side of the Channel, not yours,” John-
son told the bloc. “Look at state aid: 
France spends twice as much on state 
aid as the UK,” he said. “Who is using 
subsidies to undercut? Not the UK.”

The Canadian deal that Johnson cit-
ed as a model removes tariffs on 98% 
of goods trade, raises tariff-free quotas, 
opens up public procurement so Ca-
nadian and EU companies can bid for 
each other’s governments’ contracts, 
and protects intellectual property. The 
EU and Canada negotiated for seven 
years before signing that accord in Oc-
tober 2016.

One unknown factor is how much 
Johnson really wants an agreement 
with the EU. Many Brexit purists in his 

Johnson and Barnier clash over 
who sets rules for Brexit trade

DES MOINES 

The Democratic Party’s effort 
to choose an election challenger 
to Republican US President Don-
ald Trump got off to a chaotic start 
in Iowa, with officials blaming “in-
consistencies” for an indefinite 
delay in the state’s caucus results.

Early on Tuesday, hours af-
ter voters made their choices at 
1,600 schools and other public 
locations, Iowa Democratic Party 
Chairman Troy Price told report-
ers to expect results sometime on 
Tuesday in the state, the first to 
hold a nominating contest.

The party said it had to make 
“quality checks” after finding “in-
consistencies” in the reporting 
of the data from the caucus sites, 

sparking frustration in Democrat-
ic campaigns and criticism from 
Republicans. It was unclear when 
any results would be released.

Iowa voters were meeting to 
render judgment on a field of 
11 Democratic contenders led 
by front-runner Senator Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont and his rivals, 
former Vice President Joe Biden, 
former South Bend, Indiana, May-
or Pete Buttigieg and Senator Eliz-
abeth Warren of Massachusetts.

Party officials voiced confi-
dence in their ability to ensure ac-
curate results, citing a paper trail 
to validate the votes.

Republican Brad Parscale, 
Trump’s campaign manager, 
called it a “Democratic Party melt-
down,” on Twitter. “They can’t 

even run the caucus and they 
want to run the government. No 
thank you.” 

But Republicans in Iowa have 
their own history of chaos. On the 
night of the party’s 2012 caucuses, 
Mitt Romney was declared to 
have won by eight votes. But the 
party said two weeks later that 
Rick Santorum was the actual 
winner by a 34-vote margin. Rom-
ney went on to be the nominee.

DISMAY IN THE RANKS
Long lines and heavy crowds 

were reported in some locations 
on Monday, but more than eight 
hours after the doors closed there 
was no word on the outcome. 
State party officials twice had 
phone calls with the candidates’ 

campaigns to update them.
“Every second that passes un-

dermines the process a little bit,” 
said Warren’s campaign man-
ager Roger Lau. A source in Butti-
gieg’s campaign said the delay 
would “delegitimize” the win and 
dampen the immediate benefits 
of a strong night. Biden’s general 
counsel, Dana Remus, told state 

party officials in a letter there 
were widespread failures in the 
party’s system of reporting re-
sults.

Mostly white, rural Iowa is the 
first test in the state-by-state battle 
to pick a Democratic nominee to 
face Trump in the Nov. 3 election. 
After more than a year of cam-
paigning and more than $800 
million in spending, the results in 
Iowa were expected to begin to 
provide answers for a party des-
perately trying to figure out how 
to beat the businessman-turned-
president. Voters are pondering 
whether to back someone with 
appeal to independents and dis-
affected Republicans, like moder-
ates Biden, Buttigieg and Senator 
Amy Klobuchar of neighboring 

Minnesota, or someone who en-
ergizes the party’s liberal base 
and brings out new voters, like 
progressives Sanders and Warren.

DECLARING VICTORY
With no results to celebrate or 

mourn, the candidates spun their 
own upbeat view of the outcome. 
The Sanders campaign released 
what it said were its internal num-
bers collected at 40% of precincts, 
showing him in first, ahead of 
Buttigieg, Warren and a trailing 
Biden in fourth place.

“I have a strong feeling that at 
some point the results will be an-
nounced, and when those results 
are announced I have a good feel-
ing we’re going to be doing very, 
very well here in Iowa,” Sanders 

told cheering supporters.
Buttigieg told his supporters 

in Iowa that “we don’t know the 
results” but was looking ahead to 
the next contest on Feb. 11 in New 
Hampshire.

“By all indications, we are going 
to New Hampshire victorious,” he 
said. Several of the candidates, 
including Biden, Klobuchar and 
Warren, headed to New Hamp-
shire immediately after the cau-
cuses. Sanders planned to fly 
there on Tuesday morning.

“Of course we don’t know the 
results yet - minor problem - but 
we know we did incredibly well,” 
Klobuchar told a small group of 
cheering supporters who met her 
at the Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, airport.                 Agencies

Democrats’ bid to challenge Trump off to a messy start in Iowa

By Anwar Alabdulla 

The government and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain wish to praise 
the massive and enlightened response of 
the Chinese government and its health 
community in its efforts to combat the 
corona virus epidemic. 

The Chinese government has re-
sponded rapidly and transparently to 
this unpredictable and tragic epidemic, 
demonstrating its strong public health 
capacities and resources to respond to 
and manage disease outbreaks. 

The coronavirus is common in many 
species of animals but rare in human be-
ings, making such outbreaks unpredict-
able, and thus the decisive response of 
China is even more praiseworthy.

An unexpected epidemic like the coro-
navirus is a massive challenge to the lo-
cal, national and international commu-
nity. We laud the leadership and resolute 
action of the Chinese health authorities 
in being the first to post the full genome 
of the 2019-nCoV in the genetic sequence 
databases of the Global Initiative on Shar-
ing All Influenza Data and the US’s Gen-
Bank. This action has greatly accelerated 
the detection and containment efforts on 
this virus. 

In parallel, collaboration with the 
WHO’s Health Emergencies Program, 
many national and international health 
organizations and, of course, the Wuhan 
people, on effective containment meas-
ures and studies of the behavior, severity 
and transmission of the virus is a huge 
undertaking that will prove to be decisive 
in this battle.

Bahrain strongly endorses the senti-
ments of the Director General of the 
WHO in praising the leadership and huge 
commitment of the Chinese government 
and people, while reinforcing that China 
“needs the world’s solidarity and sup-
port.” The WHO reassures us all that “the 
world is pulling together to end the out-
break, building on lessons learned from 
past outbreaks”.

In their current visit to China, the WHO 
officials have expressed their belief that 
the chains of this virus’s transmission can 
still be interrupted, and this epidemic 
will be contained. Bahrain joins the 
world community in expressing its ap-
preciation for the decisive and relentless 
leadership and work to overcome this 
tragic epidemic. Bahrain pledges its sup-
port and assistance to these noble efforts. 

(Dr. Anwar Alabdulla is the Ambas-
sador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to 
China.)

People’s Daily

Bahrain praises China 
for leadership on 
curbing the coronavirus

China and Myanmar share 
close bond with sincerity

CHEREPOVETS

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
visit to China is still planned for the 
latter half of 2020, Kremlin Spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said on Tuesday, 
answering a question on whether the 
coronavirus outbreak has affected the 
Russian leader’s plans to visit China 
this year.

Peskov noted that the year had just 
begun, “so it is too early to discuss 
any changes to the president’s plans.” 
“[Putin’s] visit [to China] was outlined 
for the latter half of the year, and this 
visit is on the agenda,” the spokesman 
said.

Putin’s visit to China still planned for second half of 2020
In November 

2019, Chinese 
Vice Foreign 
Minister Le 
Yucheng told 
reporters that 
China is expect-
ing a visit from Putin in 2020. Putin’s 
latest visit to China took place in April 
2019.

On December 31, 2019, Chinese au-
thorities informed the World Health 
Organization (WHO) about an outbreak 
of a novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) in 
the city of Wuhan - a large trade and 
industrial center in central China popu-
lated by 11 million people. The city has 

since been closed off for entry and exit. 
Foreign states are evacuating their citi-
zens from Wuhan and the surrounding 
Hubei province.

The number of people infected with 
2019-nCoV in China has exceeded 
20,400, with 420 recorded deaths. 
There have been two cases of death 
from coronavirus outside mainland 
China - in Hong Kong and in the Philip-
pines.

Cases of coronavirus have been de-
tected in 24 countries outside of China, 
including Russia. On January 30, WHO 
declared an international public health 
emergency over the outbreak of 2019-
nCoV. 			   Agencies

LONDON

The brother of the bomber who car-
ried out a suicide attack on an Ariana 
Grande concert in the English city of 
Manchester three years ago was just as 
guilty of murdering the 22 victims as 
his sibling, prosecutors told London’s 
Old Bailey court on Tuesday.

Salman Abedi, a 22-year-old Briton 
born to Libyan parents, blew himself 
up at Manchester Arena at the close 
of a show by the Grammy-winning 
U.S. pop singer. Among the dead were 

seven children, the youngest aged just 
eight. More than 500 people were in-
jured.

On Tuesday, his brother Hashem 
Abedi, 22, went on trial accused of 
helping his brother to carry out the 
bombing. He denies any involvement 
in the attack, including charges of 
murder, attempted murder and con-
spiracy to cause an explosion.

“Hashem Abedi is just as responsible 
for this atrocity and for the offences 
which are identified in the indictment 
... just as surely as if he had selected 

the target and detonated the bomb 
himself,” prosecutor Duncan Penny 
said.

Penny said Hashem Abedi helped 
his brother to get the ingredients for 
making the homemade bomb and 
together they experimented with its 
construction, buying items such as 
screws and nails to be used as shrap-
nel.

They stored and made the device at 
a separate address in Manchester and, 
shortly before they returned to Libya 
in mid-April 2017, they bought a car 

to be used to store the bomb-making 
equipment.

“This explosion was the culmination 
of months of planning, experimenta-
tion and preparation by the two of 
them,” Penny said. “The bomb which 
was detonated was self-evidently de-
signed to kill and to maim as many 
people as possible.”

Hashem Abedi was extradited to 
Britain from Libya in July last year af-
ter the Libyan authorities agreed to 
hand him over.

			   Agencies

Manchester suicide bomber’s brother just as guilty as he was, UK court hears

Students and a teacher from the village school of Aye Chan Thar village in Tetgone 
township in Nay Pyi Taw pose for a picture. The village is a China-aided Pilot Project of 
Poverty Reduction Cooperation in Myanmar. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson (L) and chief negotiator Michel Barnier

ADDIS ABABA
African countries cannot afford to ignore the rising burden emanating from 

the lack of peace and security that is greatly affecting women across the conti-
nent, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Af-
rica (UN-ECA), Vera Songwe, stressed on Monday.

The ECA chief made the remarks on Monday while addressing a gender 
equality-themed high-level meeting that was held in the Ethiopian capital, Ad-
dis Ababa as part of the continental movement “Gender is my Agenda Campaign 
(GIMAC).” “Every time guns go off in Africa it is the girl child who suffers and 
stops going to school. Women die in their numbers and conflict-related sexual 
abuses go up,” Songwe told the continental consultative meeting.

Songwe further stressed that African countries that are presently in active 
conflicts, such as Somalia, South Sudan and Burundi, have “alarming figures of 
rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced pregnancy, forced abortion, en-
forced sterilization, forced marriages and other forms of sexual violence.”

UNECA chief warns of rising burden 
of instability on women in Africa



		
18		        Wednesday 5  February  2020		

 

								      

LOS ANGELES

PAUL George got beat up again, 
came back and hit some big shots to 
help the Los Angeles Clippers rally 
late.

Kawhi Leonard scored 22 points 
and George added 19 in a 108-105 
victory over the San Antonio Spurs 
on Monday night.

Leonard’s one-handed dunk gave 
the Clippers a two-point lead with 
1:35 remaining after they trailed by 15 
in the first half. Leonard then blocked 
DeMar DeRozan’s shot, and George’s 
step-back jumper made it 106-102.

Patty Mills hit a 3-pointer with two 
seconds left to draw the Spurs within 
one.

Lou Williams got fouled and made 
both for the Clippers. Mills’ half-court 
heave at the buzzer came up short.

George got hit in the nose by 
DeRozan’s left elbow at 6:02 of the 
third. After a video review, DeRozan 
was called for a flagrant-1 foul. 
DeRozan was driving to the basket 
when he struck George, who spun 
around and went down on his knees 
holding his face. A trainer brought 
over a towel to soak up the blood.

“I felt blood start trickling when 
it first happened and next thing 
I know it’s Niagara Falls flowing,” 
George said. “It’s not broken. It’s sore. 
It’s larger than usual right now so 
hopefully just ice it down, help with 
the swelling.”

George has no plans to wear a 
protective mask.

“Tough cat. I thought it was broke, 
how it was leaking out there,” 
Williams said.

Asked if he thought George would 
return, Clippers coach Doc Rivers 
joked, “Yes, we’re a hockey team.”

George came back in the fourth. 
On Saturday, he got poked in the eye 
against Minnesota and stayed in the 
game.

LaMarcus Aldridge scored 27 
points and DeRozan added 26 — but 
none in the fourth — for the Spurs, 
whose two-game winning streak 
ended. Aldridge had 13 points in the 
fourth.

Patrick Beverley’s 3-pointer tied 
the game for the Clippers for the last 
time at 102-all. 

Leonard’s streak of nine straight 
games with at least 30 points 
ended. George had a season-high 
12 rebounds to go with a game-high 
eight assists. 

“There’s still more improvement 
to go,” Leonard said of the Clippers. 

“Came out a little flat and early on not 
really playing hard on the defensive 
game, took a little while to pick that 
up.” 

The Clippers dominated the third 
quarter, outscoring the Spurs 31-19, 
but led by just three going into the 
fourth.

“We couldn’t capitalize and they 
did off our mistakes — transitions, 
dunks, 3s,” Mills said.

The Spurs blew a 15-point first-half 
lead and the game became a back-
and-forth affair over the final two 
quarters. 

“We did a good job upping our 
energy,” Williams said. “We spent too 
much time feeling them out instead 
of being forceful.”

Meanwhile, in Sacramento, 
California, Bogdan Bogdanovic 
feels a lot more comfortable in 
Sacramento’s starting lineup than he 
did coming off the bench.

Kings coach Luke Walton is 
certainly happy with the results, 
although he would prefer 
Bogdanovic get a little more greedy 
with his shooting.

Bogdanovic scored 23 points and 
made five free throws in the final 69 
seconds, De’Aaron Fox had 31 points 
and the Kings held off a late run by 
Minnesota to win 113-109 Monday 
night, handing the Timberwolves 

their 12th consecutive loss.
It’s the second time in six games as 

a starter that Bogdanovic has scored 
23 points. This time he did it on 5-of-
7 shooting from the field that he 
complemented by going 9 for 11 on 
free throws.

‘’One thing I tell him is if you’re 5 
for 7 with 23 points, you should have 
shot more,’’ Walton said. ‘’That is 
very efficient of him. But he’s such a 
good shooter that anytime he comes 
off and the guy’s not on him, I want 
him shooting the ball.’’

Bogdanovic spent the first three 
months of the season coming off 
the bench before Walton decided 
to make a change by swapping 
Bogdanovic into the starting lineup 
in place of Buddy Hield.

So far it’s worked well for both 
players.

‘’He’s maybe better as a scorer, I’m 
better as a playmaker,’’ Bogdanovic 
said. ‘’Maybe for our team it’s better 
right now but we still have to figure 
out how to win on the next level, to 
have more consistent wins.’’

Hield scored 16 points and 
Harrison Barnes had 14 points and 
seven assists for Sacramento.

Karl-Anthony Towns had 22 points, 
10 rebounds and six assists to lead six 
Minnesota players in double figures. 
Shabazz Napier added 17 points and 

seven assists.
‘’We’re scratching and clawing, 

and it’s tough,’’ Timberwolves 
coach Ryan Saunders said. ‘’It’s not 
always positive. We’re not in this for 
marginal victories, we’re in this to 
improve.’’

It was the third game between the 
teams this season and the first to 
end in regulation. Minnesota won in 
double overtime in December to end 
an 11-game skid, then Sacramento 
came back from 17 down with 2:49 
remaining in regulation to win last 
Monday.

This one nearly needed extra time, 
too.

Robert Covington’s 3-pointer with 
4.7 seconds left pulled Minnesota to 
112-109. After the Kings turned it over 
on a five-second violation, Andrew 
Wiggins rushed a 3 that hit off the 
back of the rim.

The Timberwolves haven’t won 
since Jan. 9.

The Kings jumped out to a 15-2 
lead, went up 60-40 following Fox’s 
breakaway layup in the second 
quarter and led 65-50 at halftime.

Fox provided another spark in the 
third quarter when he went around 
Napier and cut past Towns for a one-
handed dunk that made it 87-66.

AP

 Clippers rally in 4th quarter 
to edge Spurs 108-105

Los Angeles Clippers’ Montrezl Harrell (5) goes up for a lay up against the San Antonio Spurs during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game, Monday, Feb. 3, 2020, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo)

Super Bowl halftime show draws 
praise, tears from US Latinos

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.

WHEN the Super Bowl halftime 
show began, Yol-Itzma Aguirre 
and her relatives watched with 
anticipation. The El Paso, Texas, 
family was curious how Colombian-
born Shakira and New York-raised 
Jennifer Lopez, two of the world’s 
most popular Latina artists, would 
seize the stage.

The performance Sunday was 
draped in Hollywood tropes of female 
sexuality. But it also contained subtle 
political messages about anxieties 
shared by many Latinos in the U.S. — 
children in cages, Puerto Rico in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Maria and the 
urge to be heard.

Aguirre, 39, had to watch the 
performance again. “My sister was 
tearing up. We saw more things,” 
Aguirre said. “We stopped caring 
about the game.”

Across the U.S., Latinos took to 
social media to praise and dissect the 
show.

Shakira paid homage to her 
Colombian roots by performing the 
mapalé — an Afro-Colombian style of 
dance from the country’s Caribbean 
coast. She also made a tongue-flicking 
cry called a zaghrouta, a way to 
express joy in Arab culture. Her father 
is of Lebanese descent.

During her performance, Lopez 
brought out a dual Puerto Rican-
American flag while her daughter 
sang the lyrics to Bruce Springsteen’s 
“Born in the U.S.A.” Her daughter and 
other children with American flags on 
their shirts had emerged from what 
appeared to be steel cages.

“Let’s get loud!” Lopez sang as her 
daughter sang the Springsteen hook. 
Shakira hit some drums.

In the background, strobe lights 
crossed each other to form an 
image of a cage. Latinos saw the 
juxtaposition as a call for them to 
vote, being mindful that American 
authorities on the U.S.-Mexico border 
separated migrant children from 
their parents and locked them up.

“It was brilliant,” said Aguirre, a 
writer who has toured immigration 
facilities holding children.

Others pointed out that Lopez held 
up a Puerto Rican flag — once banned 
in 1948 — at a time of anger over 
how President Donald Trump has 
handled relief efforts after the island 
was hit by the hurricane and a recent 
earthquake.

The flag became a symbol of 
resilience and hope following the 
hurricane, which struck in September 
2017 as a Category 4 storm. It caused 
more than $100 billion in damage and 
killed an estimated 2,975 people in 
its aftermath. The flag also became a 
symbol of resistance and justice last 
summer when massive protests over 
corruption and other issues led to 
the resignation of the island’s former 
governor.

Luivette Resto, a Puerto Rico-born 
poet who now lives in Los Angeles, 
said she felt conflicted about the use 
of the flag because of the island’s 
history. “Puerto Rico is still a colony 
of the U.S.,” Resto said. “We’re treated 
like property.”

But Resto said she was glad the 
appearance of the flag sparked 

needed conversations about Puerto 
Rico’s status.

Still, she was disappointed that 
more Afro-Latinos or Mexicans were 
not represented in the performance 
— a critique shared by many on 
social media. The legendary Mexican 
band Los Tigres del Norte from San 
Jose, California, opened the Spanish 
broadcast for Super Bowl LIV, but 
the performance was not seen on the 
English broadcast.

Others said they are satisfied 
by the overall Latina theme of the 
performance.

“It was a PERFECT example of how 
different cultures can exist under the 
‘Latino’ umbrella,” comedian Cristela 
Alonzo tweeted. “We are different 
from each other and therefore should 
be allowed to tell DIFFERENT stories. 
See us as individuals.”

Late Monday, Lopez posted an 
Instagram video of her and her 
daughter before the performance. 
Lopez wrote that she wanted the 
girls on stage with her to know how 
to use their voices and be proud of 
everything they are. “Other people 
can try to build walls, keep us out 
or put us in cages,” Lopez wrote. 
“We are proud to recognize that all 
of us together are what makes this 
beautiful country truly great.”

Shakira also posted an Instagram 
video of her performance and 
thanked Colombia for giving her 
“the mapalé, the champeta, the salsa 
and the Afro-Caribbean rhythms” 
that have allowed her to create the 
Super Bowl Halftime Show that she 
dreamed of more than a decade ago.

			           AP

Mtibwa Sugar defender, Henry Joseph (front), challenges Yanga’s fullback, Jaffary Mohamed, when the 
squads met in a Vodacom Premier League clash, which took place at National Stadium in Dar es Salaam last 
Sunday. Yanga won 1-0. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

LONDON

FORMER world number one Serena Williams must rethink her approach to Grand Slams after 
her latest bid to win a record-equalling 24th major prize came unstuck at Melbourne Park, her 
coach Patrick Mouratoglou has said. 

The 38-year-old American, who is looking to match Australian great Margaret Court’s record, 
has reached four Grand Slam finals since giving birth to daughter Olympia in 2017 but failed to 
win any of them. 

She arrived at this year’s Australian Open having won the Auckland Classic title but was beaten 
by China’s Wang Qiang in the third round. 

“We have to accept the fact that it’s not working,” Mouratoglou told the BBC. 
“We have to face reality, but she’s positive that she can make it, otherwise she probably wouldn’t 

be on a tennis court anymore. She believes she can and I believe it too. She’s not that far, but we 
have to change a few things. 

“Maybe come back with a different angle, strategy and goals so she can make it. She does feel 
positive, she feels negative too because it’s a failure when she doesn’t win a Grand Slam.” 

Mouratoglou said time was not on Williams’ side in the pursuit of the record. 
“She had everything to retire, 23 Grand Slam titles ... it’s difficult to know how many chances 

she’ll have, I don’t know how long she’s going to be able to play, but being able to reach four 
Grand Slam finals says a lot about her level. 

“Her level is good enough but we have to understand what’s going on, why she’s not able to win. 
There’s a big difference between reaching a final and winning one.” 

Meanwhile, former world number one Andy Murray must build up his fitness during the 
European clay-court season but should consider skipping the French Open to be fresh for 
Wimbledon, his former coach Alex Corretja has said. 

The 32-year-old Briton missed the Australian Open due to a pelvic injury sustained at the Davis 
Cup Finals in November and then pulled out of tournaments at Montpellier and Rotterdam. 

Spaniard Corretja said Murray, who recovered from hip resurfacing surgery to win the Antwerp 
title in October, should prioritise Wimbledon for his Grand Slam singles comeback having won 
the title in 2013 and 2016. 

“Andy should use clay to get enough matches to be ready for grass,” Corretja, now an analyst for 
Eurosport, was quoted as saying by British media. 

“If he skips the claycourt season, there’s going to be such a long gap before the grass. I believe 
he should use clay, not for practice, but to get in shape.” 

Corretja, who worked with Murray in spells between 2008-11, said skipping the French Open in 
May would not be a bad idea if his body was not ready to play five-set contests. 

“If he feels it can be a little bit risky, maybe he should sacrifice the French Open, because it’s 
very demanding,” Corretja said. 

“He should aim for the grass season and why not the Olympics again? It’s very special, he loves 
the feeling there and it’s a competition he knows he can win.” 

Murray won Olympic singles gold at London and Rio.
									         REUTERS

Serena needs fresh approach 
to surpass Court, says coach

Jennifer Lopez and daughter Emme Maribel Muniz perform during halftime of the NFL 
Super Bowl 54 football game Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo)
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CASABLANCA, Morocco

FROM Casablanca to Algiers via 
Tunis, the chants belted out across 
football stadiums echo young North 
African fans’ frustrations not con-
nected to the highs and lows of the 
beautiful game.

Chants of “F’bladi delmouni!” 
(“Oppressed in my country!”) at 
the demonstrations that have been 
commonplace in Algeria since last 
year originated on the noisy ter-
races manned by the ultras of Mo-
rocco’s Raja Casablanca.

The song of the club’s “Ultras Ea-
gles” has notched up close to nine 
million hits on YouTube.

On match days, the chant is bel-
lowed to the accompaniment of 
drumbeats, smoke bombs and 
elaborate, choreographed displays. 
“We live under a dark cloud in this 
country... You’ve robbed the wealth 
and shared it with foreigners. You’ve 
destroyed a whole generation,” are 
among the lyrics of the song which 
came out in 2018.

For Moroccan author Abdellah 
Taia, the song is “despairing, lucid, 
true, without any embellishment”. 
Khalid, a green-scarved fan emerg-
ing from a recent match, said it 
“describes the lives of thousands of 
young people from working-class 
areas”.

Raja Casablanca is no exception. 
Youths in both Tunisia and Algeria, 
faced with inequalities and curbs 
on freedom, voice their rejection 
of corruption, frustrations with life 
and desire to flee abroad through 
the songs of the ultras.

“Free and unbowed,” composed 
by ultras of rival club Wydad, de-
nounces Morocco’s high youth un-

employment and constant privatisa-
tion of public services.

Fans of Ittihad Tangiers sing out 
against “injustice” and demand “a 
boat to save us from this land”.

Such chants “criticise everything 
and straddle sport and politics”, said 
Moroccan journalist Abderrahim 
Bourkia, who has written a book 
on the ultra movement. For sports 
researcher Moncef El Yazghi, “it’s a 
new form of protest which doesn’t 
seek authorisation and without any 
fanfare”.

The fervour can spill out of the 
stadium, such as when Raja’s sup-
porters group tweeted “total sup-
port for all those detained” in Mo-
rocco for their views.

Algerian football stadiums have 
since the late 1970s provided an 
outlet, sometimes a violent one, for 
young people who feel robbed of a 
future.

They came out in support of the 
Hirak protest movement that finally 
led to the ouster of longtime presi-
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika in April 
2019 following months of mass 
street demonstrations.

“In a protest movement that re-
jects the framework of traditional 
parties, the ultras emerge as the 
most structured, especially as 
they’ve suspended differences be-
tween clubs in the general interest 
of the Hirak,” wrote historian and 
author Jean-Pierre Filiu.

- ‘Ach our life’ -
In Tunisia, especially since its 2011 

revolution, fans give voice to social 
and political woes in their chants, 
pinning blame on government cor-
ruption.

			   AFP

North Africa football stadiums 
double as political arenas 

Reformed Copa del Rey shows the 
way for pure drama of domestic cups

MADRID

ALVARO Romero had just scored 
the biggest goal of his life, against 
Real Madrid in the Copa del Rey, 
when he asked for a change of ca-
reer.

“I’m actually a journalist so if there 
are any newspapers out there that 
want to hire me, I am available,” said 
Romero, the 23-year-old forward of 
third tier club Unionistas de Sala-
manca, who had briefly looked ca-
pable of knocking the 13-time Euro-
pean champions out of the cup.

Romero’s goal, a curved finish at 
the end of a slaloming run through 
Madrid’s multi-million-euro mid-
field, remains perhaps the standout 
moment of a reformed and revital-
ised Copa del Rey that has provoked 
a joyous response in Spain.

Unionistas hosted Real Madrid 
at their 4,000-capacity Las Pistas, 
last month, only six years after the 
club formed out of the ashes of UD 
Salamanca, who had just gone out of 
business.

“I was surprised,” said Unionistas 
coach Jabi Luaces after Madrid won 
3-1. “When I saw their team, we saw 
they respected us and it made me 
feel proud.”

Romero was asked which Madrid 
player’s shirt he wanted. “I would 
take them all,” he said.

Unionistas had the chance to play 
at home against the most famous 
club in the world not because of luck 
but a change in the rules that says 
any lower division team now hosts 
automatically.

Second legs have been scrapped 
too, except in the semi-finals, and 
there are no replays, with matches 
decided on the night through extra-
time and penalties.

It means the likelihood of an up-
set is increased, as bigger clubs with 
deeper squads are denied the op-
portunity to field youngsters before 
finishing the job at the second at-
tempt.

It also ensures close contests go 
the distance. Mirandes, sitting 11th in 
Segunda, will play Villarreal at their 
Anduva stadium on Wednesday 
after beating Celta Vigo after extra-
time and then Sevilla.

“It is a format in which nobody 
can be complacent and those that 
are brave enough to gamble can win 
the trophy,” wrote Madrid newspa-
per AS.

- Mirandes the outsiders -

Mirandes will be the only team 
outside the top flight in the last eight 
but those that have advanced have 
survived the kind of contests full of 
emotion and atmosphere that made 
the result almost feel secondary.

Barcelona needed two late goals 
to come from behind and beat Ibiza 
while Valencia were taken to penal-
ties by Cultural Leonesa who, in the 
previous round, had knocked out 
Atletico Madrid.

“In my seven years in the first 
team, I have never experienced any-
thing like this,” Atletico’s Saul Niguez 
said.

Sacrifices have been made. Low-
er teams playing at home kills the 
dream of walking out at Camp Nou 
or the Santiago Bernabeu and also 
denies those same clubs a larger 
slice of revenue.

And in this year’s tournament, 
Real Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia 
and Atletico Madrid were still able 
to sit out the second round, instead 
using the days to earn close to 10 
million euros contesting the Spanish 
Super Cup in Saudi Arabia.

Lucrative competitions, further 
away, featuring only the world’s 
wealthiest, are likely to become 
more common.

Next year, 24 clubs, including eight 
from Europe, will play in an expand-
ed Club World Cup in China while 
schemes for expanded Champions 
League and Europa League formats 
would push domestic cups even fur-
ther down the pecking order.

Liverpool are the reigning Club 
World Cup champions and their 
manager Jurgen Klopp has said nei-
ther he nor his first-team players will 
attend their FA Cup replay against 
third-tier opponent Shrewsbury on 
Tuesday. “We have respect for the 
players’ welfare and they need this 
time off,” Klopp said.

Yet small but significant changes 
to the Copa del Rey have shown it 
is still possible for a simpler kind of 
drama, that all clubs can enjoy, to 
thrive.

“Barca have La Liga and the glam-
our of the Champions League but 
the cup is a level playing field and a 
chance for us to bring them down to 
earth,” said Ibiza coach Pablo Alfaro 
before their 2-1 loss last month.

“It’s one night, this is our dream 
and that’s what I’ve said to the boys, 
that it’s the most amazing competi-
tion for clubs like us.”

			   AFP

By Sid Lowe, ESPN Spain writer 

IF you’re looking for a soundtrack to go with Bar-
celona’s search for a striker, maybe the Benny Hill 
theme is your best bet. In the final, quiet moments 
before last week’s 2-0 defeat at Valencia, Quique 
Setién was sitting on the bench watching his play-
ers warm up. He was watching a player whom most 
people thought would soon be his, too.

A few metres away stood Rodrigo, stretching. It 
was almost like one last look at the goods before 
buying. “Are you taking him off us?” someone asked. 
Setién smiled and shrugged. Hope so.

Poor Rodrigo: He must have been wondering 
where he was... again. As for Setién, he was won-
dering whether he was coming: this was his wish, 
but not his work. In the summer, Rodrigo had been 
so close to going to Atlético Madrid that the then 
coach, Marcelino García Toral, had publicly com-
plained about an imminent sale and Rodrigo had 
cleared out his locker and said goodbye to his team-
mates, only to end up saying hello again. This time, 
he was so close to joining Barcelona that the now 
coach, Albert Celades, publicly admitted negotia-
tions were ongoing and he was preparing to pack 
his bags again.

“I hope he doesn’t go. I wouldn’t understand sell-
ing him,” complained full-back Jose Gaya after the 
game, which Valencia won 2-0. “There are few like 
him.”

Barcelona were about to find that out for them-
selves. Negotiations were not going well. They 
sought formulas but found no solution and no way 
of signing Rodrigo. Valencia wanted €60 million; 
Barcelona didn’t have that, not in this year’s ac-
counts, anyway. They would have to find a way to 
stick it into next year’s instead, always chasing their 
tail. All the while, they scrabbled about trying to sell 
players to raise as much cash as they could. Some 
went, but it was mostly quite small change in the 
grand scheme of things. Some refused. Again. Get-
ting rid of players can be as hard as getting them in.

Still, the two teams talked. Valencia wanted to sell 
-- Valencia always want to sell -- but at a price. A loan 
deal was floated, but the option to buy had to be 
obligatory, which was one of the points that caused 
Barcelona to hesitate. After all, in the summer, there 
would be other strikers (Inter’s Lautaro Martinez at 
the top of the list) and they would need that money. 
No, no, what they needed was a fix now.

Jorge Mendes, who won the way he always wins, 
proposed a three-way deal in which Barcelona 
would sign Bruno Fernandes from Sporting, who 
they didn’t want, and then they could swap. That 
might just work, they thought. But then Manchester 
United announced that they had signed Fernandes. 
Negotiations with Valencia came to a close, no deal. 
Rodrigo was staying. Barcelona had to turn else-
where.

And then it really started. Suddenly, there were 
names everywhere. Some were real, some weren’t. 
Some were contrived, almost none convinced. 
Crank up that theme tune.

One story said Everton had turned down an £85m 
bid for Richarlison, which -- let’s face it -- drew a 
response made up of a single, two-letter word re-
peated often: ha. Ha ha ha ha ha ha. Barcelona didn’t 
have €60m for Rodrigo but now they had €101m for 
Richarlison? Hmm. And Everton would turn it down 
if they did? Aye.

On it went. The message leaked out: Barcelona 
didn’t want to do what they did with Kevin-Prince 
Boateng; they didn’t want to look that silly. Last year, 
they signed Boateng on loan at a considerable cost. 
He played just four games and didn’t score a goal. 
They wouldn’t make that mistake again, oh no. One 
line in a newspaper said it neatly: they wanted a 
proven goal scorer who was cheap. The rest of us, 

What does Barca’s failed striker search say about the club? 

Bale out of most club’s league financially - agent
LONDON

GARETH Bale’s agent Jonathan Barnett has 
said that for most clubs the winger is “out of their 
league financially” but is happy at Real Madrid 
after being linked with a move to Tottenham on 
deadline day.

Barnett told ESPN that reports of a transfer 
deadline day move to Tottenham were “rubbish” 
-- and has added that most clubs would struggle to 
afford the 30-year-old’s wages.

“Let’s be realistic, for most clubs he’s out of their 
league financially,” Barnett told to talkSPORT ra-
dio. “It’s not all about money, it’s his lifestyle, his 
children have grown up in Spain..

“He’s in a very fortunate position. When his con-
tract is up in two-and-a-half years he’ll sit down 
with myself and his family and decide what he 
wants to do.”

Bale is fit but was left out of Real Madrid’s squad 
for their 1-0 La Liga win over local rivals Atletico in 
the Madrid derby on Saturday.

“Gareth believes there’s still a future there at 
Real Madrid,” Barnett added. “He’s got two-and-a-
half years there and he has a wife and three chil-
dren who are very happy and very settled and he 
has a lovely lifestyle.

“’He was available, and then I had to choose, 
and I choose someone else,’ that’s all coach Zin-
edine Zidane said after the match. But he’s here 
with us and I’m counting on him.”

Bale has a Real Madrid contract until 2022 but 
has endured a difficult, injury-hit season, having 
scored just two league goals and was booed by 
fans at the Bernabeu following his “Wales. Golf. 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Griezmann should be more than capable of filling Barcelona’s striker needs, so why did they spend the past few days chasing every forward 
around Europe? (Agencies)

ously. None?
Speaking of Griezmann, on one level it 

can feels like there’s an obvious solution 
to this current search, no need for this 
chase and no crisis at all: He is a €120m 
striker. And if he’s not that, what was he 
bought for? Nor is he a left winger. His 
role is, well, Messi’s. Barcelona might well 
already have had the only player in the 
world better at doing what Griezmann did 
than Griezmann. That they didn’t see him 
(and still don’t) as a No. 9 was underlined 
by the fact that still they looked (and in 
the summer they will look again), chasing 
round and round only to end up back at 
the same place and in a worse state than 
they were, maybe feeling a little silly too.

As the window closes, Barcelona’s squad 
is weaker than it was a month ago. As the 
window closes, the club appears weaker 
too, unable to sign the players they pur-
sued. On Thursday, Barcelona confirmed 
that they wouldn’t be signing anyone and 
that same night, their final chase was re-
vealed.

Cedric Bakambu was stuck in Hong 
Kong, with nowhere to go. He had flown 
from Korea, told that he was going to the 
Camp Nou.

 When he got off one plane and pre-
pared to get on another bound for Spain, 
he was told that he wasn’t. He saw the 
funny side, at least, requesting that his 
online club status be updated to “almost 
Barcelona.” He closed his tweet with “see 
you another time, Griezmann.”

Barcelona didn’t have the striker they’d 
decided they needed. Still, at least they 
had those two promising Masia talents to 
fill in, the heart of their identity. This could 
even be the perfect opportunity for Carles 
Perez and Abel Ruiz. Oh, right, yeah. That. 
Barcelona didn’t sign a striker, but they 
did sell two of them to help make room.

meanwhile, would quite like a Ferrari for 
a fiver.

In the summer, Barcelona wanted (or 
said they wanted) Neymar for almost 
no money. Some players even agreed 
to put their salary on hold to help, but it 
still didn’t happen. They didn’t sign him, 
though he still cost them.

This time, Barcelona had been forced 
into a corner by circumstances not of 
their own making. No one anticipated 
Luis Suarez getting injured, of course, but 
it’s not just about this time. It’s about all of 
those times. It’s about the fact that the ab-
sence of a back-up striker, which they had 
identified as a need last winter and again 
in the summer, made it worse, the search 
that little more frantic. And this window 
feels like a sped-up version of what they 
have been doing for too long now: there’s 
a feeling that they are reacting to circum-
stance as much as following a plan.

Nor is it just players, which is part of 
the point: Look at the shifting catalogue 
of names coming in and then the shifting 
catalogue of names supposedly deciding 
who comes in, too. Sporting directors, 
technical secretaries, presidential advi-
sors and the rest and, in the end, the presi-
dent and the vice president -- who are the 
same man, Josep Maria Bartomeu. It can 
feel like they have been reaching for some 
solution since Neymar departed and left 
them exposed. 

They’re chasing a fix. Something, any-
thing. There’s even something odd in the 
way that circumstance seems to become 
crisis so easily. An irrepressible urge to 
do something, anything, and for it to get 
played out in public.

Back when Neymar left for PSG, there 
was an argument that they should have 
done nothing. Four years on, that argu-
ment feels weightier. Something started 

then that has not been successful, a 
scramble that never quite ends, always 
chasing something just out of reach. That 
money -- all of it and more -- was spent. So 
far, through many factors from bad luck to 
bad judgment (and bad management too), 
the return is limited.

At the time, Barcelona said it would be 
irresponsible to spend €300m, but that’s 
pretty much what Philippe Coutinho and 
Ousmane Dembele cost. One of them has 
gone; the other is coming back, Quique 
Setién said last night, “and he’s going to be 
flying.” Dembele has become their hope, 
and perhaps he will be their solution, but 
not because that was always the plan.

You can trace it even beyond that sum-
mer. In 2014, Luis Suárez, Ivan Rakitic and 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen signed. That was 
the last market managed by Andoni Zubi-
zarreta as sporting director, before he was 
sacked. Since then, they have signed: Arda 
Turan, Aleix Vidal, Andre Gomes, Paco 
Alcacer, Samuel Umtiti, Lucas Digne, Jas-
per Cillessen, Denis Suarez, Marlon, Yerry 
Mina, Gerard Deulofeu, Nelson Semedo, 
Paulinho, Dembele, Coutinho, Jean-Clair 
Todibo, Boateng, Jeison Murillo, Arturo 
Vidal, Arthur, Clement Lenglet, Malcom, 
Antoine Griezmann, Frenkie de Jong, 
Neto, Junior and Emerson.

A billion euros’ worth of players. Half of 
them aren’t there anymore. And while it’s 
too early to judge Griezmann and de Jong; 
while Dembele may yet be brilliant, three 
years in; while some of those signings 
make perfect strategic sense and could, 
under different circumstances, have giv-
en much more; while some of them still 
might; while injury and misfortune have 
played their part; and while some were 
supposed to provide only short-term so-
lutions anyway, how many of them can 
be declared an unqualified success? Seri-

Madrid. In that order” flag celebration 
after his country achieved qualification 
for Euro 2020.

“We’ve been told that he’s still a very 
important part of Real Madrid” Barnett 
said. “The only people who really know 
what’s going on are Mr, Zidane, Gareth 
and probably the president.

“They know what’s going on and 
they’re all happy with the situation.”

Real Madrid are top of La Liga, three 
points clear of Barcelona, and face Man-
chester City in the Champions League 
last 16 later this month.

			   (Agencies)
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youths economic empowerment.
The Kigoma Joint Programme is an 

area-based UN joint-programme that 
cuts across multiple sectors to improve 
economic development and social 
security in Kigoma. The programme 
involves 16 different UN agencies and 
was developed in cooperation with 

regional and district authorities based 
on the development needs of Kigoma 
and capacities of the UN in Tanzania, 
he explained.

The programme applies a 
comprehensive approach to address 
a wide range of issues facing both 
the refugees and migrants in the 
region as well as the surrounding host 
communities, the coordinator added.

FROM PAGE 1

peace in the region will remain his two 
outstanding legacies that we as East 
Africans will continue to cherish,” he 
said.

“He will be remembered for the 
tenacity with which he worked for the 
revival of the East African Community 
which now offers unparalleled 
opportunity for our people to forge a 
monumental template of economic 
cooperation and integration,” he 
asserted.

Former President Moi will remain a 
veritable illustration of the coincidence 
of one being born a leader and having 
leadership thrust upon him, he further 
noted.

Mkapa also said he recalls with 
reverence this humble unpretentious 
pan Africanist who was able to 
introduce and manage multiparty 
politics and system of governance with 
remarkable success and in so doing 
was able to sustain Kenya for 10 years 
without foreign aid or development 
assistance.

The chairman of the Mwalimu 
Nyerere Foundation, Joseph Butiku 
said the late Moi was a quiet but 
courageous leader who managed to 
bring discipline to the Kenyan civil 
service which by then was in crisis.

Butiku called upon current East 
African leaders to learn from Moi’s 
life of loving the people he led as well 
as the community, noting that he was 
there during the breakup of the first 
EAC and he was the first to come up 
with an idea of establishing the East 
African Airways.

“He was never easily pushed by the 
wishes of our former colonists. Leaders 
should learn from him to love their 
people as well as being at the forefront 
of seeking peace and unity. He was a 
true leader and this was demonstrated 
in acceptance of defeat during 

elections,” he said.
He knew how to operate in politics 

of power and he understood Kenyan 
politics and its power politis outplay, 
he said.

Chadema Secretary General John 
Mnyika extended a message of 
condolences to the family of the former 
Kenyan leader and called for calm 
among the East African nations on this 
sad event.

“This should go further to remind 
current Tanzanian and global leaders 
to be fair and provide justice during 
their time in office so that they are 
remembered positively for their actions 
on their exit on earth,” he remarked.

In an early morning presidential 
proclamation, President Uhuru 
Kenyatta announced to the nation the 
death of Kenya’s second president who 
retired in 2002, ordering that all flags 
be flown at half-mast.

ACT-Wazalendo party leader Zitto 
Kabwe wrote on his twitter handle 
that he joins Kenyans and fellow East 
Africans on the passing on of President 
Moi.

“He will be remembered for 
transferring power peacefully to his 
successor,” Zitto intoned.

The former president died in the 
early hours of yesterday at a hospital in 
Nairobi at the age of 95.

Making the announcement in a 
presidential proclamation, President 
Kenyatta said the former head of state 
passed on in the presence of his family.

“It is with profound sadness and 
sorrow that I announce the passing 
of a Great African Statesman, H.E. 
Daniel Toroitich arap Moi, the Second 
President of the Republic of Kenya. 
His Excellency the Former President 
passed on at the Nairobi Hospital on 
the early morning of this 4th February, 
2020 in the presence of his family,” the 
proclamation intoned.
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JPM, Mkapa eulogise 
fallen President Moi 

face masks for use while passengers 
are still in the airport area, and burned 
thereafter.

Forms for jotting down various 
details of passengers must now be filled 
inside the plane to reduce congestion 
at airport entry counters, she further 
directed.

As for the corona situation in the 
country, she said there was so far no 

case reported at vital entry points or 
elsewhere.

But she cautioned that if anyone sees 
symptoms like coughing, high fever, 
pneumonia, breathing difficulties, 
vomiting and purging should go to 
hospital for examination as the virus 
stays for 14 days before symptoms are 
noticed.

The Acting Terminal III Manager 
Barton Komba said they will implement 
all directives issued by the minister in 

cooperation with other stakeholders 
concerned with passenger clearance 
like airlines and the airport’s health 
unit.

Meanwhile, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) yesterday said 
that The deadly coronavirus outbreak 
that has spread from China does not 
yet constitute a “pandemic.”

Sylvie Briand, head of the WHO 
Global Infectious Hazard Preparedness, 
also stressed the importance of tackling 

unfounded rumours about the virus.
A pandemic is associated with 

worldwide spread of a contagious 
disease, on the basis of WHO usage.

The death toll has now risen 
to 425, with more than 20,000 
confirmed cases in 26 nations 
around the world.

Officials say 423 people have died 
in China and one in Hong Kong. One 
death has also been confirmed in the 
Philippines.

FROM PAGE 1

Coronavirus: Dar airport health staff boost slated 

to conduct the service at Majengo 
grounds.

Addressing mourners on Monday, 
Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner 
Anna Mghwira said there was 
negligence by organizers of the service, 
noting that although the stadium has 
three gates, only one where the oil was 
placed was open while the crowd was 
massive.

RC Mghwira was surprised by the 
hushed exit from Moshi of the city 
preacher who goes by the moniker 
Bulldozer. He escaped from Moshi 
as authorities started looking for 
him.

She said she had personally called 
the preacher on his mobile phone but 
the calls were not picked. Mwamposa 
was arrested by detectives in Dar es 
Salaam the following day and taken to 
Moshi for questioning.

FROM PAGE 1

Alarm as KQ lands ex-Wuhan 
coronavirus suspect student

Kilolo district commissioner in Iringa region Asia Abdallah (C) bids farewell to investors at Rutuba farm after their meeting held at her office yesterday. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

Prime Minister Kasim Majaliwa (L) shares a light moments with Mikumi MP Joseph Haule popularly known as Prof J (R) and Kilombero MP Peter Lijualikali

Norway gives 10bn/- project 
aid for refugee camps zone

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE government is drafting a new 
Investment Act based on lessons 
learned, and that would take care of 
weaknesses and polish Tanzania’s 
strong points in implementing the 
national investment agenda, Minister 
of State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Investment), Angellah Kairuki, has 
revealed.

Answering questions raised by 
members of 12 parliamentary standing 
committees in a special seminar 
organised by the Tanzania Investment 
Centre (TIC) here recently, the minister 
assured MPs that implementation of 
the agenda was on track.

Assisted by officials from 
institutions under the PMO, Kairuki 
made a candid tour of Tanzania’s 

performance in implementing 
the agenda, highlighting lessons, 
challenges and pitfall and 
government’s proposed solutions. 
She told parliamentarians that based 
on those lessons, challenges and 
successes gained, the government was 
drafting two laws:  a new investment 
law and a business facilitation act.

Giving one example, she said, 
before the 2015 Foreigners 
Employment Act, it was the head 
of Tanzania Investment Centre 
(TIC) who recommended foreign 
investors to be granted licences 
and facilitation, which is not the 
case today.   “Tanzania’s successes 
and competitiveness in the field of 
investment speak for themselves.

However, we have met challenges 
and picked up useful lessons in 

many areas. So we need to change 
relevant laws to accommodate those 
developments,” she told the MPs. She 
assured the meeting that there was no 
single global authoritative or annual 
report that ranks countries’ investment 
competitiveness or the amount of 
foreign inflows.

Answering a questioner the minister 
said red tape was diminishing, 
explaining that in a bid to fight the 
vice and spur efficiency, in May 2019 
by Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa, 
discussed best ways of implementing 
the government’s business-investment 
blueprint. 

“This is one the reasons we are 
drafting the business facilitation act, 
I just talked about.”  The minister also 
said a new investment law would come 
with an investment formula that will 

guide regions on how to benefit from 
opportunities found in their respective 
districts.

On learning from others, the minister 
said, a Tanzanian delegation was 
hosted by the Rwandan development 
board and delegates compared notes 
on investment, tourism and business 
promotion.

Further, she said, ministerial 
delegations had visited eight regions 
and Mara, Simiyu, Shinyanga and 
Mwanza regions would be visited when 
the current Bunge session ends.

On economic diplomacy, the 
minister said, they were working 
closely with the foreign ministry 
on the issue, but highlighted two 
special issues. First, the creation of 
an  investment intelligence unit that 
would advise Tanzanian ambassadors 

in foreign missions on top ten investors 
to focus on in their areas. Second, the 
use of willing influential personalities 
--- dubbed branding ambassadors – to 
promote Tanzania’s investment and 
tourist opportunities. 

“Here, we met investors from China, 
US and UK. We have told them  of our 
ideas and positions, they have told us 
the challenges they are facing and we 
are looking for solutions. We plan to 
meet others,” she said.

The minister described sea deep 
fishing as an underdeveloped big 
investment area of the blue economy 
for lack of appropriate vessels.

“I visited Mafia recently. I was told 
Alfa company has earned over 210bn/- 
from fish exports in just one year.  We 
need to invest properly in this area,” 
she said.

She told MPs that foreign traders 
in commercial centres, especially 
Chinese in Dar es Salaam’s Kariakoo 
area, were not investors but lawful 
merchants. Answering a question 
on the availability of cargo planes to 
horticultural growers, the minister 
said the ministry officials and 
members of Tanzania Horticultural 
Association (TAHA), had a fruitful 
symposium adding that the ministry 
of communications has been 
contacted on the issue.

On land, Kairuki said, they were 
working closely with the land ministry, 
especially in relation to best use of the 
land bank. Village governments were 
also being asked to set aside tracts for 
long-term investment that would be 
offered to investors without undue 
delay.

New Investment Act in the pipeline - minister
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BENGALURU

PRITHVI Shaw has been included in the 16-man In-
dia Test squad for the two-match series in New Zea-
land, which also features the fit-again Jasprit Bumrah 
and Ishant Sharma.

However, Ishant’s participation will be subject to a 
fitness clearance, following a grade-three tear in an 
ankle during the Ranji Trophy in January. 

He is currently in rehabilitation at the National 
Cricket Academy in Bengaluru.

With Rohit Sharma ruled out, the toss up for the 
second opener to partner Mayank Agarwal could be 
between Shubman Gill and Prithvi Shaw. Shaw and 
Agarwal are also part of the ODI squad.

Gill has the backing of runs under him, having 
smashed 83 and an unbeaten 204 for India A in the 
first four-day fixture in Christchurch against New Zea-
land A. Shaw, meanwhile, has been in good limited-
overs form, having impressed in the one-day leg of the 
India A series in New Zealand.

Meanwhile, left-arm wristspinner Kuldeep Yadav 
was left out of the squad altogether, with R Ashwin and 
Ravindra Jadeja picked as the front line spin options 
alongside five pacers. 

Interestingly, almost exactly a year ago, on February 
5, 2019, India head coach Ravi Shastri had called Kul-
deep ‘our primary overseas spinner’ in Test cricket, 
following his five-wicket haul in the Sydney Test in 
January. It remains his last Test appearance. Navdeep 
Saini, who is uncapped in Tests, was also rewarded 
with a call-up. 

Rishabh Pant retained his place alongside first-
choice Wriddhiman Saha, who has recovered from a 
finger injury he sustained during the Bangladesh Test 
in Kolkata.

Shaw had last played Test cricket in October 2018. 
After cracking a 154-ball 134 on debut in Rajkot, Shaw 
was selected for the following Australia tour, but an 
ankle injury sidelined him from the entire series.

Later in 2019, Shaw was suspended for a doping vio-
lation. As a result, he missed the West Indies tour and 
then the home series against West Indies and Bangla-
desh.

Upon returning to action in the Ranji Trophy, Shaw 
sustained a shoulder injury, but recovered in time, 
and proved his form and fitness for India A on their 
shadow tour of New Zealand. Earlier during the Ranji 
Trophy, he had hit a career-best 202 against Baroda, 
setting up a massive victory for Mumbai.

Bumrah, too, had missed the home Test series 
against South Africa and Bangladesh with injury, and 
eased his way back into action during the three-match 
T20I series against Sri Lanka. In January, he had also 
been pulled out of the Ranji Trophy, but has now re-
gained his rhythm after playing a starring role in In-
dia’s 5-0 sweep of New Zealand in the T20I series. 

Bumrah will also be in action in the three-match 
ODI series, which starts on Wednesday.

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, 
Morogoro 

TAIWAN cyclist, Jack Chen, has 
appreciated the care Tanzanians 
have shown the former since he 
made his way into the East Africa 
country last weekend.

Chen, who had earlier toured 
Rwanda, issued his appreciation at 
the fire brigade station in Morogoro 
yesterday, when was setting out to 
ride to the southern part of Tanza-
nia.

The cyclist, who rides across the 
world, had began his tour in Alaska 
in June 2015 and he has already 
spent four years and seven months 
in the tour.

He disclosed he so far rode 67,000 
kilometers out of 100,000 kilome-
ters scheduled to cover before the 
year 2022.

Chen, who disclosed he hails 
from a poor family, said riding is 
his hobby, insisting there is no any 
company, which has supported him 
financially in the tour.

He disclosed his survival depends 
on people he encounters in his tour.

Chen pointed out he visited 73 
countries, 41 in Europe, 21 in Amer-
ica and six in Africa.

In his tour of the continent, he 
has covered Egypt, Ethiopia, Su-
dan, Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda, 
disclosing he targets to ride to Ma-
lawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and South 
Africa.

He said Tanzania is one of coun-
tries with people who encourage a 
person to achieve his set objectives.

Chen noted he was given five 
days’ accommodation at Morogoro’s 
regional fire brigade station after 
his arrival from Dar es Salaam.

“ I’m pleased the way Tanzanians 
respect each other regardless of re-
ligion, colour or economic status,’’ 
he noted.

Besides, they are kind, I have no-
ticed the trait during my stay in Dar 
es Salaam and when I reached Mo-
rogoro,’’ he disclosed.

“I thank Morogoro’s regional fire 
brigade authority for the accommo-
dation. In the few days I have stayed 
in the region, I have eaten, drank 
with the authority’s officials and I 
was safe, I enjoyed such hospitality 
when I toured Greece, Peru and Ar-
gentina,” he disclosed.

Chen also appreciated the beau-
ty of tourist attractions including 
Indian Ocean, beaches and such 
animals like baboons he saw when 
riding from Dar es Salaam to Moro-
goro.

Morogoro’s regional fire brigade’s 
Assistant Inspector Hamadi Dadi 
said his office has the right to ac-
commodate anyone  who has been 
authorized by regional authorities.

Dadi noted his office takes care of 
a particular person’s needs in accor-
dance with the office’s regulations.

“Jack Chen reported here a week 
ago, after we had inspected him, 
we found he is a good person who 
rides across the world, we agreed 
with regional authority to give him 
the right to stay here, hopefully he 
will head to the southern part of the 
country on Tuesday,’’ he disclosed.

What does Barca’s failed 
striker search say about the club?

Comprehensive report, page 19

DCC thrash MCC in Paul Manyanda 
Memorial cricket tournament 

Prithvi Shaw returns 
to India Test squad

Taiwanese 
cyclist salutes 
Tanzanians’ 
hospitality  

By Guardian Reporter
        
DAR ES SALAAM Cricket Club (DCC) has 

opened its campaign in Division B of the 
maiden Paul Manyanda Memorial Pro-10 
tournament in an impressive fashion, wal-
loping Malabar Cricket Club (MCC) by nine 
wickets in an encounter which took place at 
Annadil Burhani oval in the city last week-
end.

The competition has been organized by 
Dar es Salaam Cricket (DC) in memory of 
Paul Manyanda, a veteran cricket coach 
and umpire, who passed away in the city 
recently.

The MCC registered 56 runs for six wick-
ets in eight overs when they had won the 
toss and chose to bat first.

Opener Nandakishan Pottachira put what 
was so far notable batting showing in the 
side’s innings, posting 26 runs.

Hozefa Hussein, Rameezman and Dhar-
min Parmar took two wickets in their re-
spective two-over spells each to help MCC 
foil DCC efforts to end their innings with an 
imposing score.

In response, DCC chased MCC score with 
ease, reaching the target for the loss of one 
wicket in eight overs.

Experienced all-rounder, Adil Kassam, 
and Parmar, who opened the innings for 
DCC, steered the team to the convincing 
win with solid batting.

Kassam posted 27 runs not out, which 
comprised a six and three fours, Parmar 
posted 20 runs which included three fours. 

Their performance, in the end, saw to it 
their squad holds the second spot in the di-
vision’s table with net run rate of 1.2199.

Union SC are the Division B leaders, hav-
ing won two duels they have participated in 
to register net run rate of 3.0000.

Parmar was presented with man of the 
match prize for his scintillating displays 
with both bat and ball.

The MCC are placed third with a victory 
and a loss, posting net run rate of -0.3209. 

In MCC’s only victory, they thrashed Li-
ons Cricket Club by seven wickets. 

Lions Cricket Club, K& P Constructions 
team and Strikers are the other sides, which 
are battling it out in the division.

The day also saw Patel Brotherhood team 
record seven-wicket victory over Lions 
Castilla in a Division C match at the same 
venue.

Lions Castilla scored 54 runs, losing seven 
wickets in 10 overs once they won the toss 
and chose to bat, with Mubin Hassan post-
ing 24 runs in the squad’s innings.

Nikunj Sharma took four wickets for Patel 
Brotherhood team, leaking six runs in two 
overs. Patel Brotherhood went on to make 
successful chase of Lions Castilla total given 
they recorded 56 runs, losing three wickets 
in 7.2 overs.

Dar Black Panthers had also handed Li-
ons Castilla three-wicket loss in the divi-
sion’s encounter. 

‘’The TCA Chief Executive Officer, Taher 
Kitisa, was present at the Paul Manyanda 
Memorial Pro 10 competition’s opening cer-
emony and the official shared his memories 
of the late Manyanda,’’ Atif Salim, the asso-
ciation’s information officer, noted.

Salim also pointed out one minute of 
silence was observed by all participating 
squads to give respect to the late Manyanda. 

Dar es Salaam Cricket Club (DCC) players in group picture before the start of their encounter with Malabar Cricket Club (MCC) in Division B of the maiden 
Paul Manyanda Memorial Pro-10 tournament, which was held in the city last weekend. PHOTO; DCC

Taiwanese cyclist,Jack Chen (R), shakes hands with Morogoro’s regional fire brigade station’s official, Hamadi Dadi, after the cyclist had participated in morn-
ing fitness exercises in the region on Tuesday. Chen is set to tour the southern part of Tanzania.PHOTO; MICHAEL SIKAPUNDWA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko
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Kilosa district commissioner Adam Mgoyi plants oil palm seedling at TAR-Ilonga in Kilosa district, Morogoro region 
yesterday to launch production and distribution of improved seedlings of oil palm variety called tenera for the farmers in 
the eastern zone and Zanzibar. Photo: Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

THE Tanzania Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI) has launched another 
special centre at TARI-Ilonga, in 
Kilosa district, Morogoro region for 
the production and distribution of 
improved seedlings of oil palm called 
tenera variety for the farmers in the 
whole eastern zone and Zanzibar. 

“The government has set aside 1bn/- 
for revamping oil palm production 
in the country to ensure Tanzania 
produces enough and surplus vegetable 
edible oil. So far TARI has cumulatively 
supplied a total of 1.2million seeds. Our 
target is to supply five million seeds by 
June 2020 and 20 millions seeds for the 
next five years,” said TARI director Dr. 
Geoffrey Mkamilo during the launching 
ceremony. 

TARI-Ilonga has been selected 
for its conducive environment and 
infrastructures to easily fast-track 
the production and distribution of 
improved seedlings of oil palm for the 
eastern zone and Zanzibar.

According to TARI director Dr. 
Geoffrey Mkamilo, the efforts 
launching the new centres of 
multiplying and disseminating the 
improved seeds of oil palm at local 
government authorities and to farmers 
in the eastern zone is basically trying 
to address the issue of importation of 

vegetable edible oil from Malaysia and 
some other countries like Costa Rica, 
which in recent years has been costing 
the nation billions of shillings.

Dr. Mkamilo added that there are 
other regions which are also suitable 
for production of oil palm in this 
country such as Kyela in Mbeya, 
districts of coastal regions such as 
Mkuranga, Kibiti and Bagamoyo, Tanga 
region, Morogoro and Zanzibar adding 
that if efforts are put in place, it is real 
possible for the country to produce 
enough and surplus vegetable edible 
oil.           

 “We have vowed to launch other 
centre in Mtwara and Mbeya for 
multiplying and disseminating of the 
improved seeds of oil palm to the 
farmers in the   southern highland 
regions respectively,” he said.

He said that TARI decided to explore 
opportunities in other regions to 
heed the Prime Minister’s directive 
of ensuring that the nation becomes 
self-sufficient in terms of edible oil 
production.

Launching the centre, Kilosa 
district commissioner Adam Mgoyi 
commended efforts being taken by 
TAR, saying Kilosa is well positioned 
and strategic area for industrial 
investments adding that the district 
has adequate land and suitable soil 
for production of all types of crops 

including oil palm.
“Kilosa district has more than 

400,000 hectares suitable for all types 
of crops production but we only utilize 
160 hectares, we therefore have enough 
land and we welcome the farmers and 
investors to venture into oil palm to 
improve our economy and household 
income,” he said.

“I am going to meet the district 
council        to set aside enough land 
and how to promote the crop among 
farmers in the district,” he added. 

When launching, DC Mgoyi used the 
opportunity to plant oil palm as a sign 
to officially launch the production and 
distribution of improved seedlings of 
oil palm, tenera variety in the eastern 
zone.

TARI Ilonga centre director Dr. Joel 
Meliyo said that Ilonga was a good 
centre for production of oil palm, it has 
plenty availability of water and close to 
the farmers.

Meanwhile, TARI used the 
opportunity to supply a total of 
230,000 seeds to Sumagro Ltd to plant 
the oil palm seedlings  in Morogoro 
region. The seeds have been ferried 
from TARI-Kihinga in Kigoma region 
where they are produced.

Receiving the seeds, Sumagro Ltd, 
Felix Temu thanked TARI saying the 
company has 12,000 acres which will 
be used to plant the oil palm seeds. 

By Guardian Correspondent, Songwe

TANZANIA and Zambia have signed an 
agreement to strengthen trade relations at 
the two countries’ border areas of Tunduma 
in Momba district,  Songwe region.

The agreement, signed by Tanzania 
Revenue Authority (TRA) and its Zambian 
counterpart – Zambia Revenue Authority 
(ZRA) aimed at strengthening the border 
economy by removing restrictions that 
cause vehicles congestion and fight against 
smuggling. 

TRA commissioner general Edwin Mhede 
yesterday said on December 13 last year 
he met with his Zambian counterpart and 

agreed to strengthen trade between the 
two countries and finding a solution to the 
vehicles congestion challenge.

He said since the two countries reap 
benefits from the two countries’ border the 
major issue they jointly agreed upon was 
on solving the issue of goods staying at very 
long periods of time hence they agreed to 
streamline the procedure by exchanging 
information on goods since departure from 
Dar es Salaam up to the time they cross the 
border at Nakonde into Zambia.

“We have directed all departments 
involved in the Information technology (IT) 
from both sides to ensure within the period 
not exceeding two months, they must come 

up with a system that can read particulars 
of cargo and trucks direct from the port 
at the appropriate time aimed to increase 
performance and at the same time solve the 
challenge of revenue loss,” Mhede said. 

On his part the ZRA commissioner general 
Kingsley Chanda said the targets set for 
the two countries are already complete 
and claimed that great cooperation has 
contributed to the improvement of the 
situation at the border which is the main 
gate for the countries is southern Africa in 
SADC.

He said Zambia will continue to improve 
and work on various challenges that had 
been contributing to the delay for trucks 

to cross the border as well constructing an 
area for parking the trucks that will remove 
congestion at the confined area.

Momba District Administrative Secretary 
Mary Marco who was representing the 
District Commissioner said the shortage 
of workers and the road infrastructure 
challenge contributed to trucks congestion 
at Tunduma on Tanzania side.

The Nakonde (Zambia) district 
commissioner Field Simwinga said since 
the Presidents of the two countries had 
met and discussed the improvement of the 
border, they as executors will implement 
the agreement to eradicate all obstacles that 
used to cause revenue loss and impeding 

Tanzania and Zambia seal pact to strengthen Tunduma border trade

TARI launches special centre for production 
and distribution of improved oil palm seedlings

trade in general. 
Whilst in his visit to Songwe region in October last 

year President John Magufui and President Edgar Lungu 
inaugurated Tanzania’s customs house and promised to 
improve the borders between their two countries.
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE government is set to plant one million trees around 
Mount Kilimanjaro to counter massive deforestation at the 
iconic tourist destination.

Minister of State in the Office of the Vice President (Union 
and Environment), Mussa Azzan Zungu told the National 
Assembly here yesterday that millions of hectares of forests 
were lost around the mountain during the period between 
1990 and 2010 due to illegal logging.

The Minister called communities living near the mountain 
to stop tree-cutting practice and use the forest for beekeeping 
as alternative economic activity instead of logging.

Zungu made the statement while responding to an 
additional question by Welezo MP, Saada Mkuya Salum who 
wanted to know what the Government’s strategy was in 
dealing with climate change.

She pointed that the developed countries have high 
carbon emissions and significant negative impacts are 
happening on developing countries including Tanzania and 
thus they are damaging to the environment but have been 
reluctant to finance.

Explaining further, Minister Zungu said that it is true 
that some of the world’s largest countries have broken 
into a climate accord based on their own interests and 
that the remaining countries led by France and Qatar have 
established 100 million US Dollars fund for countries that 
need to improve their environment.

He said that Tanzania has embarked on a strategy to 
mobilize the funds alongside developing various programs to 
ensure our country benefits from environmental protection.

The minister added that the Government, in collaboration 
with the Local Government Authorities, is developing 
a strategy to plant trees in every district in the country to 
improve the environment.

“We have now developed a strategy to plant trees in each 
district and not only to plant them but to keep them growing, 
many district councils are encouraged to plant trees they 
don’t grow. We will set specific tree types for each district 
that will be appropriate,” he explained.

Initially he answered the basic question of Ileje MP, Janet 
Mbene who asked when government will start charging tariffs 
for exporting charcoal so it can restore the environment.

Responding to it the VPO Deputy Minister, Mussa Sima 
said the government is currently not exporting charcoal 
from abroad and the cost of rehabilitating degraded areas 
due to human activities including charcoal, will be derived 
from income various charges set out in the Forestry Act of 
2002 including 5 percent of the Council tax levied on forest 
products traders.

Additionally, other charges will be levied on charging fees 
for charcoal exports of briquettes that are allowed to go 
abroad.

“Of course charcoal burning is largely utilizing indigenous 
trees as well as forest reserves and, obviously, deforestation 
is not compatible with tree planting and this has a major 
impact on our environment including continued loss of 
biodiversity, decline with rain and drying of water sources,” 
he said.

The Deputy Minister added that the business is conducted 
in accordance with the Forestry Act of 2002, the Regulations 
of 2004 and various Guidelines. In addition, the export of 
charcoal is prohibited in terms of section 16 of the Exports 
Control Act, {CAP 381 R. E 200} as well as other prohibitions.

He added that Government Proclamation No. 417 dated 
24/05/2019 Clause No. 21 - (1) has prohibited any person from 
exporting charcoal except charcoal briquettes and with 
special permission from the responsible Minister.

By Beatrice Philemon

SMALL Industries Development Organisation (SIDO) 
yesterday signed a five -year Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Mbeya University of Science and Technology 
(MUST) for field attachment of graduates to acquire new 
technologies suitable for Entrepreneurship across the 
country.

SIDO director general, Prof Sylvester Mpanduji said that 
the graduates from MUST will do field attachment at SIDO 
technology development centres (TDCs) and technology 
camp production centers.

The main goal, according to Prof Mpandunji is to assist  
SIDO gets new technology that will support  micro, small 
and medium entrepreneurs in accordance with the business 
they have, help graduates put into practice what they have 
learned, improve their knowledge  and later on become 
good innovators for what they innovate.

During the implementation, the MOU will focus more 
on trainings, applied research, technology, consultancy 
programs, sharing of expertise and experiences, supporting 
and nurturing innovative ideas through incubation 
centres and innovation in SMEs products, technology and 
technological processes.

“We have decided to sign MOU with MUST university 
after discovering that graduates in different higher learning 
institutions  normally do research and later on come up with 
new technologies that can be used to the communities, but 
they remain in shelves,” he said.

According to Prof Mpandunji through field attachment, it 
will be easy for graduates to see what SIDO centres do and 
how they manufacture machines for SMEs and other issues 
relating to technologies,” he added.

He said graduates from MUST will be encouraged and 
facilitated to undertake field/research works and projects 
at SIDO while staffs from both SIDO and MUST will assist 
in supervising students and accord to access the necessary 
facilities.

Apart from the benefits SIDO will support graduates to 
develop new innovative ideas related to businesses from the 
experience in SIDO’s incubation centres.

During the implementation, SIDO will provide SMEs 
related trainings on business management and technical 
skills as per agreement in the collaboration as well as provide 
to MUST graduates placement as per available space in the 
TDC, clusters and incubations.

SIDO signs MOU with MUST for 
field attachment of graduates

One million trees set to be 
planted in K’njaro - Zungu
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By Guardian Reporter  

TANZANIA Teachers Union (TTU) 
in partnership with experts from 
the Ministry of Education, Science, 
Technology and the Office of the 
President (Local Government 
and Regional Administration) has 
embarked on finding a cure to control 
and improve training for teachers in 
elementary education in the country.

On Monday the Head of TTU’s 
Department of Education and Training 
Stella Kiyabo, speaking at a meeting 
on the submission of guidelines on 
teachers’ proficiency on elementary 
education to the ministry’s officials said 
the research done by TTU and World 
Teachers Union discovered many 
deficiencies in meting out elementary 
education. 

“This programme will spur other 
areas to send teachers all over the 
country for training, to have proficient 

teachers in elementary education. We 
have discovered there are no national 
guidelines on elementary education 
that talk on proficiency for elementary 
education teachers,” she said.

She added: “From the huge number 
of elementary schools in the country, 
many of them had teachers who had 
lacked proficiency in teaching at 
elementary schools; hence, TTU came 
up with a project that will award a 
Diploma in Elementary Education and 
initially will concentrate in two districts 
– Chemba and Mpwapwa.”

According to Kiyabo, there are 
currently 436 student teachers 
receiving such education, and added 
that as TTU they have the responsibility 
to help the government in ensuring 
better education provision in the 
country right from elementary level.

Dr Theresia Shavega, the Head of 
the Faculty of Education and expert 
in elementary education at Open 
University of Tanzania (OUT) said 
they are the ones who conduct this 
education as they were assigned 
in the preparation of the curricula, 
examination and all other evaluations 
and are the ones who will call for their 
attendance and award the diploma on 
elementary education. 

For his part, the Supervisor of 
Education in the Department of 
Elementary and Primary Education 
in the Office of the President 
(Local Government and Regional 
Administration) Salvatory Alute said 
what is being done is to continue 
improving standards of teaching in 
elementary schools and having in place 
guidelines for proficiency in training. 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

HIGH Court of Tanzania Judge 
Mwanza Zone Joachim Tiganga has 
called upon magistrates to be patriotic 
and act with diligence without 
breaching procedures of the laws to 
ensure they implement their duties 
quickly and without favours. 

He was speaking at a joint meeting 
that brought together District 
Commissioners, Regional and District 
Administrative Secretaries, and court 
officials to discuss the composition and 
working system of ethics committees 
for regional and district magistrates.

He said every magistrate is a 
leader according to the law hence his 
responsibility is to ensure all people 
under his jurisdiction abide by ethics 
as the law dictates.

“In case an officer goes against 
ethics and nothing is done to him, 
then the magistrate concerned will be 
answerable and subject to disciplinary 
and/or other legal action,” Tiganga said.

He added that magistrates’ rulings 
are built on faith and when this faith 
disappears from him, he has to opt out 
of the case before him.

The Mwanza regional Commissioner 
John Mongella called upon District 
Commissioners and District 
Administrative Secretaries to be close 
to the courts to ensure it metes out 
justice.

He said the office of the District 

Commissioner is not prevented to 
formulate communication systems, but 
not to make legal interventions.

He added that the courts will need 
other systems for the implementations 
of their directives hence the basic issue 
is to trust each other so that all people 
have faith in the courts.

Speaking on behalf of his colleagues, 
the Magu District Commissioner Dr 
Philemon Sengati said they will ensure 
they will work on all directives given so 
that court officials perform their duties 
by adhering to the laws, procedures 
and ethics governing public service 
workers.

By Guardian Reporter

SUSTAINED capacity building of 
women members of the Zanzibar 
House of Representatives (ZHoR) is key 
to ensuring that women’s participation 
within the house is strengthened, Isles 
Speaker Zubeir Ali Maulid has said.

Maulid made these statements at a 
meeting with a delegation comprising 
of the Ambassador of Finland, two 
women MPs from Finland and staff 
from UN Women Tanzania and FIDA, 
a Finnish missions and development 
organization.

 As a part of a learning visit to 
Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar, the 
MPs from Finland visited the ZHoR 
in order to share experiences with 
Zanzibar Representatives and gain a 
better understanding of the workings of 
the caucus of women parliamentarians 
in Zanzibar.

 “This is particularly important 
as experience has shown that with 
every election, about 75% of the 
Representatives are new,” the Speaker 
added.

 “In the five years in which I have 
been speaker, I have been fortunate to 
have witnessed a great transformation 
in the general performance of the 
women representatives, with more 
active participation of women 
representatives on legislative issues, 
the budget, questions and private 
motions,” he said.

Deputy Speaker and Chair of ZHoR, 
Mgeni Hassan Juma added that as a 
result of the capacity building women 
representatives have received through 

support from the UN Women Women’s 
Leadership and Political Participation 
“Wanawake Wanaweza” project, 
there are now more women leading 
Committees either as Chairs or Deputy 
Chairs than ever before.

“We currently have four women 
chairpersons of standing committees, 
when I started, there were no women 
chairpersons at all,” said Hassan Juma.

Currently, 32 members out of 87 
members of the ZHoR are women, 
which is equivalent to 37% of the 
Members in the House. Through its 
work, UWAWAZA seeks to raise the 
number, participation and influence of 
women in the House of Representatives, 
while also serving as a platform to 
engender resource allocation and 
advocate for the enactment of gender 
legislations. 

“We have undertaken various 
initiatives with UWAWAZA to 
strengthen the women members’ 
capacity to effectively engage in 
women’s rights issues within the 
Zanzibar House, recognizing the 
important role they play in advancing 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment” said Racheal Boma, 
Focal Person for Access to Justice and 
Parliament at UN Women.

According to the Ambassador of 
Finland, Riitta Swan, Finland has 
one of the highest rates of women 
in parliament, with women’s 
representation at 47% placing it 
as the 6th highest in the world. 
The representation of women also 
currently surpasses that of men in the 
government cabinet. 

“The most recent government has 11 
female ministers and 7 male ministers,” 
said Amb. Swan.

A Member of Parliament in the 
delegation, Eli Järvinen, added that each 
of the five political parties in Finland is 
currently led by a woman, and similar 
to the women’s caucus in Zanzibar, all 
female MPs are also members of the 
women’s parliamentary network in 
Finland.

Jarvinen further reiterated the 
importance of continued capacity 
building, stating that regular 
learning events within the women’s 
parliamentary network have proven 
to contribute significantly to their 
increased performance.

In her remarks, Ambassador 
Swan further reiterated Finland’s 
commitment to supporting Tanzania 
in furthering the gender equality 
and women’s empowerment agenda, 
stating that as a Government, gender 
equality is a key priority area both 
within their own country and in their 
development support around the 
world. 

“Tanzania is one of the Finland´s 
main partner countries in development 
cooperation, and has always been at 
the heart of our national development, 
Finland remains committed in 
supporting Tanzania´s efforts to 
advance gender equality,” she said.

The “Wanawake Wanaweza” Phase II 
project is being implemented with the 
support of the Governments of Finland, 
Sweden, and the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) 
and the Government of Switzerland. 

Capacity building key for enhancing women’s 
participation in parliament, says Isles speaker

Education experts strategise improvement
of elementary schools teachers training

High Court Judge calls upon
magistrates to be ethical, fair

NMB head of trade finance department, Linda Teggisa (C) speaks during a dialog on critical infrastructure development 
and access to financing organised by Africa Trade Insurance (ATI)  which was held at the Ministry of Finance and 
Planning in Dodoma yesterday. Right is  Amour Muro, senior relationship manager, corporate banking. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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Artisanal miners along Salasala river in Kinondoni district, Dar es Salaam region plant bamboo to protect environment.
Bamboo plants have strong roots in the ground which makes the soil more stable. This means it can stabilise and restore 
the land, and prevent landslides. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

MINISTER of State in the Prime 
Minister’s Office (Investments) 
Angela Kairuki has said her office has 
procured two big investors who have 
shown interest to invest in agriculture 
especially processing of cannabis for 
medical use. 

Kairuki revealed this to the Kahama 
Urban Member of Parliament Jumanne 
Kishimba (CCM) who was speaking 
during the meeting of the Lands, 
Natural Resources and Tourism 

Parliamentary Committee and who 
wanted the government to adopt the 
issue as quickly as possible before the 
price of cannabis plummets.

In his contribution during the debate 
Kishimba said the cannabis price in the 
world market has risen considerably 
in all the countries he visited where 

By Guardian Correspondent, Singida

SINGIDA Region has embarked on strategic search to 
unearth low quality menstrual pads to ensure people use 
goods of quality standards.

SINGIDA Regional Commissioner Dr Rehema Nchimbi 
revealed this early this week in Ikungi District at a special 
event that launched contribution drive for menstrual 

pads dubbed ‘Care for Girls for Her Own and National 
Development’ during which she appealed to all stakeholders 
to participate in identifying and report business people who 
sell substandard pads.

Dr Nchimbi said state organs, religious leaders and parents 
have great contribution in protecting a girl child for the 
national growth. 

She said the good quality of girls’ pads translates to good 
quality of their lives hence it is imperative to take steps to 
control the whole production chain and distribution of the 
menstrual pads.

She also threw challenge to entrepreneurs to come up 
with a written document on ideas on how to make quality 
pads using local raw materials adding she will reward 1m/- to 
the winner.

She also called upon all girls in the country to stay upright 
despite being feminine as menstruation is a thing of value as 
it translates to life.

She also appealed to stakeholders to continue contributing 
in recognition of the importance of a girl child whereas on 
the launch day 9,089 packets of the pads were contributed 
while the target was 8,000 packets depending on monetary 
contributions.

She said the aim for Ikungi District for 2020 is to have 
192,000 pads in 36 and 131 secondary and primary schools 
respectively with a total of 16,000 girl students.

Ikungi District Executive Director (DED) Justice Kijazi 
thanked the Regional Commissioner for her advice calling 
for gender education in all schools in the region and the 
menstrual pads contribution.

She cited some of the challenges facing girl students 
as including child pregnancies, rape, forced under age 
marriages and being overworked at home..

The Coordinator of the contribution exercise who is Ikungi 
District Community Development Officer Haika Massawe 
proposed that parents should also be incorporated in the 
campaign. 

He said state organs including the police and courts 
should mete out justice when dealing with the rights of the 
children and that parents of girl students should be asked to 
contribute money for purchase of pads for them.

cannabis farming is permitted, hence 
he asked the Minister for Agriculture 
Japhet Hasunga to see if one wants to 
cultivate the crop.

“Those who banned cannabis were 
Europeans in the 1940s, but it’s the 
same Europeans who discovered that 
inside the plant there are medications. 
Since in the world market the price of 
cannabis is competitive it’ be better for 
the government to make a decision as 
soon as possible,” Kishimba added.

He said in Africa, Tanzania is third 

in cannabis cultivation illegally and 
if the law is rescinded it will take us 
somewhere and added “since the 
Home affairs Minister is here he can 
issue a pardon to legalize the stuff that 
has been seized in the last six months.”

Kishimba said if the pardon is given 
and the wananchi trade the stuff 
among them. the Tanzania Revenue 
Authority (TRA) stands to reap more 
revenue, and added that there is no 
time to waste.

He also revealed that the European 

Union (EU) gave Uganda more than 
USD 500m for cultivation of cannabis 
but “we in Tanzania started cultivating 
the stuff a very long time ago, so I still 
ask the minister to decide early before 
the stuff’s price plummets in the world 
market.” 

As Kishimba was speaking, the Geita 
Rural MP Juseph Musukuma stood 
and said: “Normally, when Parliament 
enacts laws what follows are mere 
regulations, hence “I would like the 
minister to tell us that the regulations 
are ready and we should start 
cultivating before prices go down.”

Thereafter the Speaker of Parliament 
Job Ndugai said: “I want to assure 
you that what Kishimba says is not 
a joke, I was in Canada recently for 
Commonwealth Speakers Conference. 
It is big business in Canada, hence the 
MP is speaking on a very basic issue, 
and not a joke at all.”

Kairuki lines up investors 
in cannabis processing

Singida Region embarks on search
for substandard sanitary napkins

She cited some of the 
challenges facing girl 
students as including 
child pregnancies, 
rape, forced under age 
marriages and being 
overworked at home
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Dodoma Region Police Commander Gilles Muroto greets Mnadani primary school pupils moments after he visited the 
school to cement relationship between Police and community. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, 

Mwanza

MWANZA City Council (MCC) has 
embarked on a special plan aimed at 
improving the standard of education 
in all primary schools available in the 
area effective this year.

Speaking to The Guardian here 
yesterday, the MCC Primary Education 
Officer, Ephraim Majinge said that 
in the plan, standard four and seven 
pupils will not be doing out of the class 
activities instead they will use the time 
to sit for tests set for district level but of 
national examinations standards.

Standard seven will be sitting for a 
test of 25 questions while standard four 
will being tested with 15 questions of 
one subject daily starting 7:00 am to 
8:00 am from Monday to Friday before 
they go on with normal routine of 
studies, Majinge noted.

He stated that then teachers will make 

corrections on the tests from 14:00 
pm to 15:00 pm to enable the pupils 
to know what they were supposed to 
answer in case of any mistakes.

According to him, the tests of one 
school will being marked at the nearby 
school to avoid some pupils to be 
favoured by teachers a situation that 
will ensure the tests to bring expected 
development in education in the area.

He said that answers of the tests will 
then be forwarded to the office of the 
City Primary Education Officer for 
compilation to get results of all schools 
in the council through computer 
network as all the schools have been 
connected to the system.

Every primary school has 
Information Technology (IT) teacher 
and the council has established 
Teachers Resource Centre (TRC) 
currently based at Nyanza Primary 
School to easily coordinate the 
programme, he said.

He pointed out that a move can help 

much for the schools to test themselves 
adequately on monthly basis and a 
team of education officers will be 
dispatched where there are serious 
shortcomings to rectify the anomalies.

To ensure the plan is successful, 
every primary school will be required 
to contribute two reams of paper 
and 20,000/- monthly and office of 
the MCC Director has provided the 
education department with a modern 
photocopier machine to facilitate 
the move. “We believe that with 
this plan MCC can lead in this year’s 
Standard Four and Seven National 
Examinations,” he remarked.

He said that in the last year’s 
Standard Seven National Examination 
results, Mwanza City Council stood at 
the fourth position country-wide and 
was the Second in the region.

According to him, the department 
is also well prepared to ensure that 
nursery, standard four as well as seven 
have outstanding performances.

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

EFFORTS by the government and 
key stakeholders to push for organic 
agriculture in Tanzania may not see 
the light of the day following failure by 
many farmers to adopt recommended 
agronomic practices.

For two consecutive years now, the 
Indian -based Vantage Organic Foods 
LTD (VOF), a potential buyer of organic 
agriculture produced in Tanzania 
have never landed in the country to 
purchase the crops in question due to 
what is believed to be poor quality of 
organic farmers’ products.

Relevant experts are of the 
opinion that it is of prudent for the 
parent ministry to team up with key 
stakeholders in order to impart the 
involved growers (organic farmers) 
with better organic farming agronomic 
practices.

Organic agriculture is a production 
system that sustains the health of soils, 
ecosystems and people.

It relies on biodiversity and cycles 
adapted to local conditions rather that 
use of inputs with adverse effects.

At least 14,000 small holders farmers 
in central zone are in a special project 
on organic agriculture, initiated 

by the Agricultural Development 
Denmark Asia (ADDA) in cooperation 
with Genesis Agrocomplex Co. LTD 
and Tanzania Organic Agricultural 
Movement (TOAM).

Emmanuel Simuye, an officer from 
Genesis Co. LTD said local farmers who 
practices organic agriculture are still 
facing myriad technical challenges.

“Vantage Organic Foods LTD (VOF) 
are the potential purchasers of organic 
produced crops in Tanzania, but it’s 
very disconcerting to learn that they 
have vanished away due to poor quality 
of our produce.

“I think the farmers need to be 
empowered in several aspects in order 
to perform better,” he observed.

The project, according to him is 
implemented in the four districts 
of Dodoma region. The districts are 
Kongwa, Bahi, Chamwino and Dodoma 
town under generous financial 
patronage from Agricultural Markets 
Development Trust (AMDT).

The involved farmers cultivate maize 
sunflower, pulses, pigeon peas and 
wheat sub- sectors.

“Organic agriculture is an effective 
method of farming which has multiple 
benefits, however crops produced 
through this method are human 
healthier than others,” he expressed. 

And he added, as per the set project’s 
business model, Genesis Co. Ltd and 
TOAM are responsible for providing 
needed services and inputs, as well 
as imparting community facilitators 
and extension officers in the targeted 
districts with sounding knowledge on 
organic agriculture practices.

“The said groups (community 
facilitators and extension officers) have 
a general role to bequest to the farmer’s 
organic farming knowledge after being 
well trained,” he elaborated.

He said, Vantage Organic Foods 
(VOF) was for purchasing crops from 
all farmers attached in the project, at 
friendly prices. 

“Crops produced through organic 
farming are of high demand in the 
world market, and thus, if the farmers 
will be capacitated enough, will stands 
a better chance to fetch lucrative 
profits,” he noted.

Mwanza City Council embarks on special plan to
improve education standard in primary schools 

‘Failure to adopt agronomic skills on
organic farming denies growers profit’ 

By Aisia Rweyemamu

TANZANIANS have been urged to 
invest more in cancer prevention and 
early detection, which are key issues 
in tackling the disease—second most 
common cause of death globally.

The call was made by the Oncologist 
Nyakaje Mashauri of the Aga Khan 
Hospital, Dar es Salaam when marking 
the World Cancer Day  themed:  “I 
Am and I Will,” to acknowledge that 
everyone has the capacity to act in the 
face of cancer.

In marking the day, the Aga Khan 
hospital in collaboration with 
the Damu Salama has conducted 
awareness and education about cancer 
blood donation exercise in order to 
help cancer patients who have been 
identified as a special group which 
needs more blood due to kind of their 
treatment.

The Oncologist said, education 
and awareness to the public is highly 
needed because most of them are not 
aware of the early symptoms of the 
disease and how to take precautions.

“This causes many patients to arrives 
at the hospital when the disease is at 
stage three or four which its treatment 
take long time,” the Oncologist 
explained.

Mashauri added: the other challenge 
is some of cancer patients get treatment 
in hospitals and from whichdoctors 
at the same time the fact that bring 
difficulties to their treatment.

Dr Aleesha Adatia, an Oncologist 
from Aga khan said that cancer is not 
the end of life, it is a curable disease that 
after treatment the patients returns to 
a normal situation and continue with 
their activities.

“We collaborate with the government 
hand in hand in fighting cancer, we also 

call upon the public to donate blood 
for cancer patients in order to save 
their lives” Dr Adatia explained.

For her part the Eastern Zone Blood 
Donor Recruiter, Fatuma Mjungu said 
that there is a great demand of blood 
for cancer patients.

The blood recruiter said that the 
Aga khan hospital and the Ocean Road 
Cancer Institute (ORCI) used to collect 
blood from ‘damu salama’ bank which 
is also not enough due to great demand.

Mujungu called upon the public to 
have a regular habit of donating blood 
for cancer patients due to the fact that 
most of them do not have relatives in 
the city. Adding that the donated blood 
expires after 35 days.

For his part the Aga Khan hospital 
Pathology, Dr Omary Sharma , said; 
”Blood is vital for the treatment of 
cancer patients, as well as for cancer 
patients needing blood transfusions.”

Invest in prevention, early detection
of cancer, oncologists tell Tanzanians 
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P
NEUMONIA is an 
inflammatory condition of 
the lung affecting primarily 
the small air sacs known as 

alveoli.  Typically symptoms include 
some combination of productive or dry 
cough, chest pain, fever, and trouble 
breathing.  Severity is variable.  

Pneumonia is usually caused by 
infection with viruses or bacteria and less 
commonly by other microorganisms, 
certain medications and conditions 
such as autoimmune diseases.  Risk 
factors include cystic fibrosis, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
asthma, diabetes, heart failure, a history 
of smoking, a poor ability to cough 
such as following a stroke, and a weak 
immune system.  Diagnosis is often 
based on the symptoms and physical 
examination.  Chest X-ray, blood tests, 
and culture of the sputum may help 
confirm the diagnosis.  The disease may 
be classified by where it was acquired 
with community, hospital, or health 
care associated pneumonia.  

Vaccines to prevent certain types 
of pneumonia are available  Other 
methods of prevention include 
handwashing and not smoking.  
Treatment depends on the underlying 
cause.  Pneumonia believed to be due 
to bacteria is treated with antibiotics.  If 
the pneumonia is severe, the affected 
person is generally hospitalized. 
Oxygen therapy may be used if oxygen 
levels are low. 

Pneumonia affects approximately 
450 million people globally (7 pc of the 
population) and results in about four 
million deaths per year.  Pneumonia 
was regarded by William Osler in the 
19th century as ‘the captain of the 
men of death’.  With the introduction 
of antibiotics and vaccines in the 20th 
century, survival greatly improved.  
Nevertheless, in developing countries, 
and also among the very old, the 
very young, and the chronically ill, 
pneumonia remains a leading cause 
of death.  Pneumonia often shortens 
suffering among those already close to 
death and has thus been called ‘the old 
man’s friend’.  

People with infectious pneumonia 
often have a productive cough, fever 
accompanied by shaking chills, 
shortness of breath, sharp or stabbing 
chest pain during deep breaths, and an 
increased rate of breathing.  In elderly 
people, confusion may be the most 
prominent sign.  

The typical signs and symptoms in 
children under five are fever, cough, and 
fast or difficult breathing.  Fever is not 
very specific, as it occurs in many other 
common illnesses and may be absent in 
those with severe disease, malnutrition 
or in the elderly. In addition, a cough 
is frequently absent in children less 
than 2 months old.  More severe signs 
and symptoms in children may include 
blue-tinged skin, unwillingness to 
drink, convulsions, ongoing vomiting, 
extremes of temperature, or a 
decreased level of consciousness.  

Boosting efforts to fight pneumonia 
could avert over 153,000 child deaths 
from pneumonia and other major 
diseases in Tanzania, a new analysis 
has found. Modeling by the US-based 
Johns Hopkins University, scaling up 
pneumonia treatment and prevention 
services can save the lives of 61,302 
children under the age of five in 
Tanzania. It would also create ‘a ripple 
effect’ that would prevent 92,310 
extra child deaths from other major 
childhood diseases at the same time, 
underscoring the need for integrated 
health services.

This health modeling exercise came 
ahead of the first ever global forum 
on childhood pneumonia, which took 
place in the Spanish city of Barcelona 
from Wednesday to Friday this week.

Pneumonia is caused by bacteria, 
viruses or fungi, and leaves children 
fighting for breath as their lungs 
fill with pus and fluid. Globally, it is 
the biggest single killer of children, 
claiming the lives of 800,000 children 
last year, or one child every 39 seconds. 
Despite considerable progress made 
in Tanzania, 312 children under 
five continue to die every day, due 
to preventable causes including 
pneumonia.

Wanted: Global action plan for 
prevention and control of pneumonia 

By Steven LB Jensen

G
OVERNMENTS should 
naturally be at the forefront 
of implementing the 
right type of policies, but, 

with corruption and elite capture 
prevalent around the world, they can 
often be vehicles for institutionalising 
inequalities rather than mitigating 
them, says the writter. (Illustrative 
image: Daily Maverick) Less 

The latest Human Development 
Report presents a dire picture of 
the escalation of inequality within 
and between nations. It shows how 
inequality attaches to race, gender, 
ethnic and social origin, disability and 
sexual orientation. But will anyone 
other than civil society take it seriously? 

We’re caught in a trap,
I can’t walk out
Because I love you too much baby. 
Why can’t you see
What you’re doing to me
When you don’t believe a word I say?
We can’t go on together… 
When Elvis Presley sang these 

words in the 1960s, he was obviously 
referring to love. But, transposed to 
2020, his words might just as well refer 
to our relationship with inequality 
where we are also “caught in a trap”. 
The words have been given particular 
resonance by a devastating Human 
Development Report published by the 
UN Development Programme (UNDP) 
in the dying days of 2019.

Because it was published at the 
end of the year many people missed 
it. But it deserves everyone’s careful 
consideration.

The Human Development Report 
is published annually. But in 2019 the 
UN decided that human development 
should be reconceptualised around the 
issue of inequality. It titles the report 
Beyond Income, Beyond Averages, 
Beyond Today: Inequalities in human 
development in the 21st century – giving 
new analytical depth to capturing the 
global human condition.

The report draws on a body of 
impressive international scholarship 
that in recent years has analysed 
global inequality – or inequality within 
and between countries as it is also 
commonly phrased – in much greater 
detail than before.

In the past, this scholarship has 
often – and with good reason – focused 
on measuring income and wealth 
inequalities. However, the concept of 
human development offers a broader 
framing that helps us understand the 
multi-dimensional nature of existing 
inequalities better.

The global reality speaks for itself.
According to the report:
• 17% of children born in low human 

development countries in 2000 
will have died before the age of 20, 
compared with just 1% of children 
born in very high human development 
countries.

• the difference in life expectancy 
at birth between low and very high 
human development countries is 19 
years. This reflects both gaps in access 
to health care and that a quarter of a 
lifespan is lost through being born in a 
poor country.

• Global out-of-school numbers are 
extremely high, with more than half 
the world’s children unable to read and 
understand a simple story by the age of 
10.

• The current deviation from the 
2030 Sustainable Development Goal 
Four target for reducing the numbers 
of children out-of-school means that 
by that year there will be “225 million 
children starting their life with a hardly 
reversible disadvantage”.

• Furthermore, by 2030 “the 
wealthiest 1% of the population is on 
track to capture 35% of global wealth”.

In South Africa, the worldwide 
overview reveals, the share of income 
received by the top 10% reaches its 
peak at 65% while the bottom 40% in 
the country receives only 4% of income. 

On climate change, a study based 
on longitudinal data from 37 countries 
is referenced showing that “warming 
has made tropical countries at least 5% 
poorer than they would otherwise be”. 
Climate change, together with access 
to technologies and required skills in 
the knowledge economy, are likely to 
be sources of 21st-century inequalities 
(adding to the 20th-century ones).

Inequalities are the result of political 
choices

This is a lot to digest but there 
is one key message from the 2019 
Human Development Report to keep 
in mind: nothing is inevitable about 
these inequalities. They are a result of 
choices made in the past – including 
flawed policies and economic thinking 
gone wrong. We could change direction 
and secure massive benefits for people 
around the world. But, for that to 
happen, we need political will.

We also need to understand how we 
arrived at the current impasse.

While reading the report, a quote 
from the Nobel literature prize winner 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn came to mind. 
In the late 1960s, he and many authors 
faced extensive censorship from the 
Soviet regime, which censored or 
suppressed independent creative 
expression aimed at reflecting on the 
realities of life in the USSR. Solzhenitsyn 
explained: “What is best in our 
literature appears in a mutilated form 
… Literature which does not breathe 
the same air as a contemporary society, 
which cannot communicate its pain 
and fears, which cannot warn in time 
against moral and social dangers, does 
not deserve the name of literature, but 
merely of cosmetics.”

Substitute Solzhenitsyn’s notion 
of “literature” with the modern-day 
field of economics and we have a 
very contemporary problem. The 
dominating economic paradigms – 

backed by the key international and 
domestic economic institutions like the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank and many central banks 
that have pushed these paradigms 
forward – have left us in a “mutilated 
world” where billions of people on a 
daily basis pay a heavy price for these 
failings.

We have lived through nearly four 
decades of an economic doctrine that 
has been unable to consistently see 
and respond to the “pain and fears” 
of people and the “moral and social 
dangers” that communities, countries 
and the larger world have been facing.

Mainstream economic thinking 
during the last decades of the 20th 
century became “cosmetics”, in 
Solzhenitsyn’s understanding of the 
term, presenting a mask that denied 
the damage and pain it was inflicting 
on humanity and the environment. We 
live with and must face the devastating 
consequences of that disturbing 
problem. Putting lipstick on global 
inequalities is a really bad prescription. 
Lip service glossing over the problems 
is no better.

On this historical point, the authors 
of the 2019 Human Rights Development 
Report have actually found it necessary 
to repeat something that UN experts 
warned against back in the 1950s. At 
that time, they advised in UN reports 
on the “World Social Situation” that 
“inequalities in human development 
… cannot be accounted for simply by 
using summary measures of inequality 
that focus on a single dimension”. The 
1950s experts warned against an over-
reliance on the GDP figure or the Gini-
coefficient.

The 2019 UN experts have felt it 
necessary to do the same.

The UNDP report calls for “a 
revolution in metrics” and “a new 
generation of measurement” to 
illuminate the underlying mechanisms 
that generate inequalities. New 
innovative research, drawing on a 
broader range of data sources and 
more refined analytical tools, suggests 
that, in many countries, income and 
wealth at the top may be accumulating 
faster than previously understood 
using summary measures of inequality. 
This must be captured in our analysis.

Furthermore, good policies need 
good measurement to better inform 
public debate and to identify potential 
revenue available to the state. Here 
transparency is a major concern. 
Huge amounts of wealth are hidden in 
offshore holdings and thus the report 
documents that:

“Eighty-eight countries score one or 
less (on a 20-point scale) for availability 
of information on income and wealth 
inequality – meaning they have 5% or 
less of what would be an ideal level of 
transparency.”

This is where the new approach of 
the 2019 Human Development Report 
brings dividends. Wealth and income 

inequalities most certainly need to be 
addressed but that will not be sufficient 
to reverse existing inequalities. Hence, 
the report places emphasis on existing 
health and educational inequalities 
and warns of the new inequalities 
related to climate change and access 
to technologies that are likely to define 
the 21st century.

Inequality, economy and dignity
The report looks at four dimensions 

– economy, society, politics and 
peace and security – that are crucial 
for human development. These 
dimensions entail: how inequalities 
interact with patterns of economic 
growth; how inequalities affect social 
cohesion; how political participation 
and the exercise of political power are 
influenced by inequalities; and how 
inequalities interact with violence.

This broader perspective will allow 
many stakeholders to engage in 
relevant action. A range of solutions is 
on offer. The report shows that policies 
that:

“ensure equitable access to 
quality early childhood education 
have long-term consequences for 
health, cognitive development and 
employment prospects – and they 
even benefit a person’s siblings and 
children”.

Fiscal redistribution is also shown to 
be a powerful tool to address income 
inequality; government spending 
on health and education are clearly 
presented as equalising forces bringing 
wider benefits.

Significantly, the Human 
Development Report also makes as a 
major point that focusing on human 
dignity is an important strategy and 
should be one of the “constitutive 
aspects of development in the 21st 
century”.

Doing this brings the concept 
of human development into close 
contact with the legal framework to 
protect and fulfil human rights that is 
articulated in many UN conventions 
and in national constitutions (editor’s 
note: a very valuable website has 
just been launched that reveals how 
many countries have adopted human 
rights into their constitutions). This 
framework actually expands our 
possibilities for action, suggesting 
the possibility for a human rights 
economics that we now must urgently 
consider going forward.

The report explicitly mentions that 
“dignity as equal treatment and non-
discrimination can be even more 
important than imbalances in the 
distribution of income”. This is based 
on evidence from Chile, a country with 
very unequal income distribution, 
showing that in terms of people’s 
concerns, their discontent ranked 
higher when it came to unequal access 
to health, unequal access to education 
and unequal respect and dignity in the 
way people are treated than when it 
came to income inequality.

How do we tackle human development in a mutilated world?

Agricultural productivity is an 
important component of food security 

A
G R I C U L T U R A L 
productivity is measured 
as the ratio of agricultural 
outputs to agricultural 

inputs.  While individual products 
are usually measured by weight, their 
varying densities make measuring 
overall agricultural output difficult. 
Therefore, output is usually measured 
as the market value of final output, 
which excludes intermediate products 
such as corn feed used in the meat 
industry. This output value may be 
compared to many different types 
of inputs such as labour and land 
(crop yield). These are called partial 
measures of productivity.  

Agricultural productivity may also 
be measured by what is termed total 
factor productivity (TFP). This method 
of calculating agricultural productivity 
compares an index of agricultural 
inputs to an index of outputs. This 
measure of agricultural productivity 
was established to remedy the 
shortcomings of the partial measures 
of productivity; notably that it is often 
hard to identify the factors cause 
them to change. Changes in TFP are 
usually attributed to technological 
improvements.  

Agricultural productivity is an 
important component of food security: 
increased yields, lead to markets which 
rely on certain volumes of food. The 
IPCC Special Report on Climate Change 
and Land and the Special Report on 
Global Warming of 1.5 °C both project 
mostly negative changes in productivity 
of crops as global warming happens 
with some Breadbasket regions 
losing productivity, while other crops 
increase ranges and productivity—but 
resulting in a net reduction of crop 
productivity. 

Firm raises hope of small scale 
farmers and millers with protein-

rich insect product.  With the global 
urban population expected to grow 
approximately 1.84 per cent per 
year between 2015 and 2020 putting 
pressure on food production among 
cities, there is need to put more 
effort on agricultural production for 
sustainable development.

The growth is expected to further 
worsen the growing scarcity of protein-
rich resources used in feed production 
by millers and small scale farmers such 
as fishmeal (omena), cotton seed cake, 
sunflower meal and soybeans, that is 
already consumed as food by human.

To bridge that gap, researchers have 
found the solution in insect protein 
that offer an important replacement 
for expensive protein sources from 
fish or plants used in aquaculture and 
poultry production.

Insects add more value to the 
feed and food basket thanks to high 
nutrition component and as a source 
of income to those venturing in the 
innovative agriculture sector.

The main aim of the product is to 
empower the average farmer who are 
the drivers of the food basket.  

Africa must be the leader in the 
production of a consistent and high 
quality raw materials that will benefit 
both farmers and feed millers by 
investing in the use of sustainable 
resources like the black soldier fly.

Some of the most promising insect 
species for industrial production of 
feed includes; Black Soldier Fly(BSF), 
the common housefly, the yellow 
mealworm, the lesser mealworm, 
silkworms (Bombyx mori), and several 
grasshopper species.

Prohibitive costs, seasonality and 
adulteration of fishmeal, for example, 
she continues, are some of the major 
constrain hampering growth of the 
livestock feed sector in East Africa.
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Rooting out corruption in the security sector will help the country address its growing terror threat. File photo

By Ani Jozeni

M
OURNING the 
passing away of 
Kenya’s second 
phase president 

Daniel arap Moi is also a mo-
ment of reflection of where 
the country is standing or is 
going, and in this context there 
is plenty of reflection in East 
Africa on his legacy. One thing 
that is certain is that as presi-
dent, the late Moi kept the leg-
acy of the founding president, 
Jomo Kenyatta and liberalized 
the political environment con-
siderably. Multipartism started 
much later than in Tanzania 
on account of sharper political 
friction, and when it did, it was 
with a bang, as snap elections 
were held; he won.

That was directly opposite 
to his Zambian counterpart Dr 
Kenneth Kaunda who did not 
heed Mwalimu Nyerere’s ad-
vice to retire peacefully with-
out contesting a ‘last’ election 
in a multiparty context. Ex-
president Moi had a visible and 
rather powerful state machin-
ery which directed political loy-
alties in his direction, owing to 
the presence of scattered cen-
tres of political loyalty. Zam-
bia was more united but with 
a fratricidal political centre, 
which petered out to create the 
new parties.

What is evident about the 
legacies of the first Kenyan 
presidencies was the manner 

in which they steered clear of 
the popular ideologies of the 
late anti-colonial period where 
socialism was in the vogue, and 
most intellectuals pronounced 
it. Kenya was like Malawi and 
some West African countries 
whose leaders of nationalist 
parties were of the inter-war 
generation as students in Eu-
rope. The class of 1919-1939 was 
brazenly anti-communist and 
overly preferred alliances with 
the Western countries, while 
the post-1945 class tended to 
embrace socialism, be it radical 
or democratic.

While not many academics 
at the University of Dar es Sa-
laam for instance will be ready 
to admit this, the fact is that the 
steady conservatism of the first 
and second phase rule in Kenya 
ensured that the country does 
not lose pace in its economic 
growth. Socialist experiments 
altered the course in Tanzania, 
Zambia and later Zimbabwe, 
for different challenges which 
were resolved by nationaliza-
tion, taking the sting out of the 
capacity of foreign companies 
to choose the country’s leaders. 
It was the legacy of the Congo; 
the conspiracies of the CIA and 
the Belgian mining company 
Union Miniere du Haut Katanga 
which brought the country to 
its knees.

These two forces allied with 
the conservative President Jo-
seph Kasavubu to bring army 

commander Col. Joseph-De-
sire Mobutu into their affin-
ity, along with Katanga leader 
Moise Tshombe to trap ideal-
istic Prime Minister Patrice Lu-
mumba. Even though he was 
aware of the hostility that he 
faced in Katanga province he 
insisted to visit or tour the area 
with hardly a well organized 
military contingent on standby 
for his personal security. He 
was captured by rebel army 
units and killed, and his body 
dumped into the car of CIA sta-
tion head to dispose of it as he 
pleased.

These eventstook place in 
other countries in disguised 
and open forms, for instance 
under both Jomo Kenyatta 
and Daniel arap Moi, radical 
politicians were hunted down 
in broad daylight once they 
started to cause ripples at the 
edges of the state. High profile 
cases of shooting of radicals 
in the first phase included Pio 
Gama Pinto, a radical working 
class leader with pronounced 
Eastern bloc leanings, early 
1965. Another high profile 
shooting was Thomas Joseph 
Mboya popularly known as 
Tom Mboya, not for radicalism 
but positive political influence, 
overshadowing not perhaps 
President Kenyatta but his im-
mediate entourage; that was 
intolerable.

Even more poignantly was 
Josiah Mwangi Kariuki, a well 

BY MAURICE OGBONNAYA

    

D
espite massive ex-
penditure by the Ni-
gerian government 
over the past decade, 

counter-terrorism operations by 
security forces have achieved 
limited success and the country 
is still ranked on the Global Ter-
rorism Index as one of the states 
most affected by terrorism. Is the 
problem one of bad policy, strat-
egy and tactics, or is corruption 
in the leadership ranks of the se-
curity forces also to blame?

It is estimated that terror 
groups have killed over 30 000 
people in Nigeria since 2003, 
causing the displacement of 
more than 2.4 million people. 
These groups include Boko Har-
am, operating in the Lake Chad 
Basin region, Islamic State West 
Africa Province (ISWAP) and An-
saru, also called al-Qaeda in the 
Lands Beyond the Sahel.

In December 2019, ISWAP be-
headed 11 Christian hostages to 
avenge the killing of Islamic State 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi by 
United States forces. In January 
this year the group killed the 
chairman of the Adamawa State 
chapter of the Christian Associa-
tion of Nigeria, Lawan Andimi. It 
also kidnapped three university 
lecturers in Yola in eastern Nige-
ria, and carried out several coor-
dinated attacks in Borno State.

Nigeria’s government allocat-
ed over N6.7 trillion to the securi-
ty sector between 2010 and 2017 
to strengthen its capacity for 
counter-terrorism operations. 
This amount doesn’t include ex-
tra budgetary allocations such as 
the US$1 billion the government 
borrowed in 2013 to fund coun-
ter-terrorism operations and the 
US$21 million approved for the 
Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) in June 2015.

Despite increased money for 
the security sector, counter-ter-
rorism operations by the Nigeri-
an military in collaboration with 
multilateral agencies such as the 
MNJTF of the Lake Chad Basin 
Commission have achieved lim-
ited success. The military did for 
a time succeed in pushing terror-
ist groups out of major cities, as 
was seen when the frequency 
of attacks in urban centres 
dropped between late 2015 and 
early 2018.

However, terror groups found 
operational bases in the large 
civilian populations in rural and 
remote areas from where they 
launched a barrage of attacks on 
poorly secured villages, military 
units and critical state infrastruc-
ture. After suffering a ‘technical 
defeat’ by the military in three 
local government areas in Borno 
State, a resurgence by extremists 
has given them control of these 
regions.

Why are Nigeria’s counter-ter-
rorism operations failing? Some 
say it’s because of strategic and 
tactical imprecision due to poor 
intelligence and rivalry among 
security agencies involved in the 
operations. However, evidence 
suggests that corruption in coun-
ter-terrorism operations in Nige-
ria may also be to blame.

Conflict entrepreneurs within 
the hierarchy of military lead-
ership and the ministries, de-
partments and agencies in the 
security sector apparently use 
military funds meant for coun-
ter-terrorism operations to en-
rich themselves. Military spend-
ing is usually not audited due to 
its sensitive nature. The secrecy 
that surrounds it encourages 
misappropriation.

Examples include the probe 
into the alleged diversion of 
US$2.1 billion meant for arms 
procurement by the Office of the 
National Security Adviser, and 
another N3.9 billion by the of-
fice of the Chief of Defence Staff, 
both in 2015.

In 2017, US$43 million cash 
meant for covert operations by 
the National Intelligence Agen-
cy was discovered in a private 
building in Lagos. And in 2018 
there were investigations into 
US$1 billion that went missing 
after being appropriated to the 
Nigerian Army for arms procure-
ment from the Excess Crude Ac-
count.

Conflict entrepreneurs in the 
security sector also allegedly op-
erate through the award of ficti-
tious procurement contracts, 
and illegal extra-military activi-
ties such as extortion and collu-
sion with militants in illegal fish-
ing in the Lake Chad area.

These activities undermine ef-
fective security force action by 
hollowing out the military’s ca-
pabilities. For instance, because 
they don’t procure by approval, 

and sometimes procurements 
aren’t even made, the military 
may be lacking in weapons and 
logistics, making it difficult to ad-
equately counter terrorism.

Despite huge financial alloca-

heeled businessman and philanthro-
pist from the outskirts of Kenyatta 
country in Nyeri, Central Province. 
Loyalties were expected to remain in 
the core centre of Kenya’s politics, and 
when he died in1978 the group around 
him failed to stop Vice President Moi 
from taking office for an interim 90 
days as ordained in the constitution, 
especially as he allied with a regime 
insider, Attorney General and Con-
stitutional Affairs Minister Charles 
Njonjo. That is how Kenyan politics 
first metamorphosed into an alliance 
of Central Province and Rift Valley, 
and this ‘virus’ still plagues Kenyan 
politics.

Under President Moi, these affinities 
stretched further into a dislocation 
of the ancient regime, by eliminating 
the Kenyatta core in the regime by us-
ing the periphery, when Nyeri-born 
conservative economist Mwai Kibaki 
became vice president. Worried that 
Kibaki was building a rival power cen-
tre, he sought for the services of re-
puted academics without own politi-
cal loyalties like Prof. Josephat Karanja 
(1988-1989) and then the more success-
ful Prof. George Saitoti, who served for 
a total of13 years with a brief interlude. 
He never made it to candidacy of the 
ruling party when the ruling party 
was preparing for another multiparty 
poll in 2002. Moi, usually called ‘the 
professor of politics,’ was subtly shift-
ing alliances and at this time it was the 
star of Raila Odinga, a veteran detain-
ee that was shining.

By the time one arrives at Raila’s 
steady role in politics and Moi’s som-
ersaults to bring about national unity, 
thus making Raila the KANU secretary 
general in late years of his rule, one 
sees the start of the post-Moi era tak-
ing shape. When Moi ditched the likes 
of Prof. Saitoti and Raila for Uhuru, he 
knew Uhuru would lose the vote to 
Mwai Kibaki, and that’s exactly what 
he wanted: the state to remain in 
steady hands of economic conserva-
tism, characterized by rapid industri-
alization.

tions for arms procurement and logis-
tics supplies, military sources blame the 
death of 83 soldiers in a 2016 Boko Har-
am ambush and a similar 2018 attack on 
the 157 Task Force Battalion in Metele, 
Borno State, on equipment shortfalls, 

poor weapons and logistics supplies, 
and low morale among combatant of-
ficers, who sometimes aren’t paid. Over 
118 soldiers including the battalion com-
mander died in the attack.

This failure of counter-terrorism 
operations may account for the re-
surgence of terror attacks in Nigeria’s 
north-east, especially Borno State. And 
despite significant financial allocations 
for these efforts, the terror threat in Ni-
geria remains huge.

Questions need to be asked about 
whether counter-terrorism funding is 
being used wisely, and whether the op-
erations themselves are effective. Unless 
Nigeria’s government stops the activities 
of conflict entrepreneurs, violent ex-
tremism will probably remain a major 
security threat in Nigeria and across the 

Lake Chad Basin region.
To do this, the state needs to strength-

en legal and institutional frameworks 
for dealing with corrupt practices in the 
security sector, especially in counter-
terrorism operations. It also needs to in-
vestigate and prosecute those who have 
taken advantage of their positions in the 
counter-terrorism campaign to enrich 
themselves.

Most fundamentally, a strategic 
change in the leadership of the military 
may be needed, along with a rethink of 
the excessive militarisation of counter-
terrorism operations in the country’s 
north-east zone.

Maurice Ogbonnaya, Senior Re-
search Consultant, ISS Pretoria

Ex-President Moi a pillar in Kenyan 
architecture of rapid economic growth

Has counter-terrorism 
become a profitable 
business in Nigeria?
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