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‘Anxieties
handicap
many HIV
sufferers’

By Correspondent Christina Mwakangale

NEW research findings indicate that peo-
ple living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) are greatly
affected by poor mental health, particularly
anxiety, compared to other groups.

Dr. Frank Kiwango, a specialist in mental
health and illness at the Kilimanjaro Christian
Medical Centre (KCMC) made this observation
at the weekend, outlining findings of a study
conducted last year by KCMC in collaboration
with the Muhimbili University of Health and
Allied Sciences (MUHAS).

Results of the study involving 593 partici-
pants, including 164 men, were highlighted
at an online forum organised by the Tanzania
Mental Health Stakeholders Community of
Practice (TMH-CoP), hosted by administra-
tors at the Muhimbili National Hospital at the
weekend.

“There are serious repercussions for those
suffering from this illness, as they may lose

TURN TO Page 2

SPORTS

Page 20

Tactical discipline key to
Azam'’s victory over Yanga,
says coach Taoussi

Page 19

‘A long way back now’ -
what is going wrong at
Arsenal?

97770856

5420097>

nug
\Work
monewith

crusader,
ULGES
varsities

PGers

%

parliament

Rageld

Minister outlines dramatic

gains after port concession

Former president Jakaya Kikwete pictured in Dar es Salaam at the weekend presenting an award and a certificate of
appreciation to NMB Bank CEO Ruth Zaipuna (2nd-R) in acknowledgment of the bank’s contribution of 1bn/- towards
the treatment of children with heart conditions at the city’s Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac Institute. The event followed a
fundraiser held specifically for the purpose. Looking on are National Assembly deputy Speaker Mussa Hassan Zungu (R)
and Industry and Trade minister Dr Selemani Jafo. Story and related photo on Page 13.

South Africa, Tanzania linking
up in DIT satellite launch drive

satellite technology, with
hopes of jointly launching
satellites in the future, a vis-
iting cabinet minister has
declared.

Dr. Bonginkosi Nzimande,

to Tanzania in that field.
His remarks came as the
Dar es Salaam Institute of

the Education, Science and
Innovation minister for
South Africa, made this affir-
mation in Dar es Salaam at
the weekend, hailing pros-
pects of extending support

By Correspondent Joseph
Mwendapole

SOUTH Africa is working
with Tanzanian institutions
on initiatives especially in
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Small-scale miners operating in the vicinity of Mwime Gold Mine in Kahama District, Shinyanga Region, pictured at the
weekend sitting by sacks of their newly ‘harvested’ pebbles believed to contain gold ore as they contemplated their fate.
This was in the wake of reports of the ‘impending’ closure of the mine following controversy over the area specifically
under the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) project -from Uganda’s Lake Albert oilfields right to Tanzania’s Tanga
Port.

EAC activating experts’
pool on viral outbreaks

STORY ON PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

INCE the Gulf port
Smanagement firm
DP World took
over operations at the Dar
es Salaam port container
terminal, ship waiting
times at anchor have dra-
matically decreased from
an average of 46 days in
May to just seven days,
with zero waiting time for
container ships and re-
duced waiting periods for
bulk carriers and general
cargo vessels.

This change was among
numerous advantages
gained in port operations
since the shift, as Planning
and Investment state min-
ister Prof. Kitila Mkumbo
explained in parliamen-
tary remarks towards the
end of last week.

He cited the intro-
duction of advanced
equipment, such as sea-
to-shore gantry cranes
(SSGs) and rubber-tyred
gantry cranes (RTGs) as
having significantly ac-
celerated cargo handling
operations.

As a result, the turna-
round time for container
ships has halved from
seven days to three days
while the number of
ships waiting at anchor
dropped from 35 in Sep-
tember 2023 to 15 one
year later, he said.

As per the contract,
DP World is commit-
ted to investing $250m
(675bn/) over a period of
five years, whereas within
the first five months, the
firm had already invested

214.425bn/-, amounting
to 31 percent of the total
planned investment.

This initial investment
was directed at mod-
ernising equipment and
enhancing information
technology (IT) systems
for port management,
he stated, recalling that
on October 22 last year
TPA signed three invest-
ment agreements with DP
World.

The accords covered
operations in container
handling, general cargo,
bulk cargo and vehicle
cargo where the Dubai-
based firm set up a local
entity, DP World Dar es
Salaam to oversee opera-
tions, starting its work on
April 15.

The successful integra-
tion of customs systems,
that is the Tanzania Cus-
toms Integrated System
(TANCIS) and the Tan-
zania Electronic Single
Window System (TeSWS)
have streamlined opera-
tions, reduced redundan-
cies and improved cargo
clearance times, thus
enhancing transparency
and communications, he
said.

As a result, tax revenue
collected by the Tanzania
Revenue Authority (TRA)
reached 1trn/- in Septem-
ber 2024, up from an aver-
age of 850bn/- per month,
underlining the marked
efficiency gains in expe-
dited cargo processing.

The minister was en-
thusiastic about achieve
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Works minister Innocent Bashungwa pictured with mascot KIDO, “ambassador” of the USAID-funded Antimicrobial Resistance awareness campaign at the Na-
tional Assembly grounds in Dodoma city at the weekend. The thrust of the drive is on the dangers of misusing medicinal drugs.

EAC activating experts’ pool on viral outbreaks

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

THE East African Community (EAC)
is activating its rapidly deployable ex-
pert (RDE) pool for the first time in re-
sponse to the ongoing Mpox virus out-
break, billed as a significant regional
health intervention.

Veronica Nduva, the EAC secretary
general, and Marcus von Essen, head
of the East Africa Division at the Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ) ministry in Germany presided
at the launch event here over the week-
end, attended by representatives from
the DRC, Burundi and an RDE pool ex-
pert.

DRC and Burundi have been heavily
affected by the disease outbreak as dur-
ing the past month DRC reported over
7,000 confirmed cases, with nearly 40
per cent affecting children aged under
15.

To support health efforts in the DRC
and Burundi, the EAC Secretariat is dis-
patching skilled regional emergency
experts in three deployments in part-
nership with the German epidemic
preparedness team (SEEG) over the

next six months, she stated.

At the official launch of the EAC RDE
Pool, led by the South Kivu health de-
partment, in the DRC, the EAC team
requested SEEG support for the de-
ployments, building on an initial SEEG
mission in June 2024.

It focused on infection prevention
and control (IPC) measures for Ebola
and Mpox outbreaks, where the mis-
sion outlined critical gaps in IPC train-
ing and supplies in local healthcare
facilities.

In upcoming deployments, experts
will provide vital training on IPC prac-
tices, risk communication and labora-
tory diagnostics to improve local health
workers’ and communities’ responses
to the Mpox outbreak, experts noted.

A training-of-trainers model will be
used to multiply the impact within lo-
cal health systems, with the deploy-
ments addressing shortages in essen-
tial medical supplies and personal
protective equipment (PPE), equipping
healthcare providers and communi-
ties to better manage the outbreak, the
pool expert noted.

The EAC region has long been

challenged by infectious disease out-
breaks, including Ebola, Marburg,
Measles, Bird Flu, and COVID-19. To
bolster preparedness and response,
the EAC established the RDE Pool in
2019, as approved by the 18th EAC
Sectoral Council of Ministers of Health
(EAC/SC/Health/18/Decision 08). The
RDE Pool enables a rapid, coordinat-
ed, and multidisciplinary response to
health crises in line with the Interna-
tional Health Regulations (IHR).

The experience of the West Africa
Ebola outbreak (2014-2015) highlight-
ed the need for quick, coordinated
cross-border responses. In June 2024,
the EAC, alongside the partner states,
centres for disease prevention (Africa
CDC) and the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO), conducted a tabletop
simulation exercise (TTX) in Nairobi, to
test the RDE Pool’s deployment mecha-
nism.

Supported by BMZ through GIZ and
SEEG, the exercise developed a road-
map to integrate EAC efforts with Affi-
ca CDC’s umbrella initiative, advancing
joint planning, deployment and capac-
ity building for outbreak responses.

The current Mpox outbreak, originat-
ing in eastern DRC, has since spread to
Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda,
exacerbated by a Marburg virus out-
break in Rwanda. Shortages in PPE, IPC
supplies and limited laboratory capaci-
ty underscore the urgency of deploying
the RDE Pool to contain the outbreak.

The RDE Pool, now consisting of
over 140 experts from the EAC part-
ner states, is set for further expansion,
marking a new era in EAC’s capacity for
regional health emergency response.
Through these deployments, the EAC
strengthens collaboration with key
partners to safeguard regional public
health and support cross-border out-
break responses.

At a press conference, the EAC sec-
retariat chieftain emphasized regional
coordination in tackling infectious dis-
eases. The EAC region, with its continu-
ous movement of people and goods,
is particularly vulnerable to disease
spread, she said, stressing the need
for a coordinated response to mitigate
health, economic, and livelihood im-
pacts of outbreaks like Mpox and Mar-
burg.

Minister outlines dramatic
gains after port concession

FROM PAGE 1

ments recorded at the port of Dar
es Salaam since the Dubai-based
logistics company began opera-
tions in April, vastly increasing
cargo flows and revenues.

The Minister of State in the
President’s Office made the re-
marks in the National Assembly
when presenting the national
development plan for 2025/26,
affirming that notable advance-
ments in efficiency, revenue
generation and overall opera-
tions have been witnessed at
the port.

Cargo handled at the port has
increased from 141,889 tonnes in
May 2024 to 168,336 tonnes by
September, a 18.6 percent growth
within five months, while the
number of containers processed,
measured in 20 foot equivalent
units (TEUs), surged from an aver-

age of 12,000 per month to 27,000
five months later.

It was a new record for the port,
surpassing the previous high-
est level of 15,000 containers, he
remarked, noting that in the five
months since DP World began
operating berths 0-7, the govern-
ment has collected 325.3bn/- in
revenue arising from agreements
with the Tanzania Ports Authority
(TPA).

They relate to land rent, royal-
ties and wharfage, he said, explain-
ing that with increased revenue
and reduced operational costs
from the improvements made, the
government has initiated invest-
ments valued at 1.922trn/-.

The projects include the con-
struction of a single buoy mooring
(SBM), a new port at Mgao Island
in Mtwara, and dhow wharves in
Dar es Salaam, he added.

Lindi Region elder Abdallah Livembe dresses Industry and Trade minister Dr Selemani Jafo
in traditional attire during the launch of an agricultural exhibition in the southern region at
weekend.

Govt launches midwifery training centre to reduce infant mortality

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has inaugurated
Angel of Life Midwifery Training Cen-
tre, the first of its kind in the country
aimed at reducing infant mortality
rates.

The inauguration ceremony in Dar es
Salaam at the weekend was jointly or-
ganized by Tanzania-China Friendship
Promotion Association and Wenzhou
Medical University of China.

Yang Qingjiu, Vice Governor of
China’s Zhejiang Province, along
with a Chinese delegation, sen-
ior officials from the Chinese
Embassy in Dar es Salaam and
board members of Tanzania-China
Friendship Promotion Association at-
tended the event.

Joseph Kahama, Secretary General
of Tanzania-China Friendship Promo-
tion Association, expressed gratitude
to China for establishing the midwifery

training centre, saying that it would
contribute to lowering infant mortality
rates.

“Midwives trained at the centre
will be able to assist pregnant women
who cannot afford costs and transport
needed to reach health facilities for de-
livery,” he said, adding that pregnant
women in remote rural areas often
have to travel long distances to access
healthcare services.

According to the Ministry of

Health, Tanzania's infant mortal-
ity rate in 2024 is projected to
be 33.021 deaths per 1,000 live
births, down 3.36 percent from
2023.

Dong Qixin, Chief Executive Officer
and General Coordinator of Angel of
Life African Midwifery Training Pro-
gramme, said that Chinese doctors will
provide training for midwives in Tanza-
nia, with 20 to 30 midwives trained per
session.

South Africa, Tanzania
set to link up in DIT
satellite launch drive

FROM PAGE 1

Technology (DIT), a facilitat-
ing institution for the gov-
ernment, was unveiling am-
bitious plans to launch three
satellites within the next
few years in a new drive to
explore opportunities tied
with space technology.

Dr Richard Masika, the
DIT council chairman talked
of these expectations at a
meeting with the visiting
minister, explained at a me-
dia briefing.

The visitor was explor-
ing chances of enhancing
educational  collaboration
among scientific  institu-
tions charged with portions
of government plans in the
fields of science and technol-
ogy, as the government has
tasked DIT with implement-
ing initial steps to launch
the first satellite in 2026, fol-
lowed by two more in 2027
and 2028, the don affirmed.

The government is im-
plementing  space-related
programmes to promote
the use of satellite technol-
ogy for convenient access to
communication, highly im-
portant in fields like defence
and security, research, disas-
ter management and weath-
er forecasting, he explained.

The country has been
making strides in space-
linked programmes, in-
cluding securing an orbital
position of 16W for use in
broadcasting satellites and
new frequencies to improve
the reliability of air and mar-
itime communications.

The visit provided DIT
with a unique opportunity
to leverage South Africa’s ex-
pertise in space technology,
he said, underlining that DIT
is committed to aligning stu-
dent training with industry
demands.

DIT backs up national
goals by developing com-
petent engineers through a
skills-based approach rather
than focusing on conceptual
problem solving, he said,
pointing at the

DIT’s ‘teaching factory’
approach as equipping stu-
dents with practical skills.

This ensured that they are
market-ready upon gradu-
ation as by the time they
leave they are ready for in-
volvement in industry, he

stated, while Dr. Petro Pesha,
the DIT academic director,
shared insights into DIT’s
roadmap for executing the
space initiatives.

As part of this initiative,
DIT established a space de-
partment in 2023 and is set
to launch a center for space
technology before the year
ends, while preparing for its
first satellite launch under
the KiboCube programme
by August 1, 2026, he said.

DIT experts have visited
Russia and China to gather
insights and build local ca-
pacity for satellite launches,
he said, underlining the
broader benefits of space
technology, like economic
gains, improved agricultural
monitoring and enhanced
border security.

Space technology enhanc-
es communication, directly
impacting social and busi-
ness interactions, protecting
borders and wildlife, there-
by reducing costs associated
with national security, he
elaborated.

The visiting  minister
emphasized the need to
strengthen cooperation in
space technology, noting
that space science and tech-
nology links align with DIT
focus, affirming that prelimi-
nary agreement had been es-
tablished with Prof. Adolph
Mkenda, his local counter-
part, to explore further areas
of cooperation.

This is possible due to
South Africa’s advanced ca-
pabilities in the field, he said,
underlining that South Afri-
ca wants to see more African
countries engaged in space
science and technology.

Stressing the need to edu-
cate African societies about
the role of science in every-
day life to garner broader
public support for scientific
initiatives, he said that these
countries need to ensure
that society understands
the significance of science.
“Without that understand-
ing, we cannot expect their
support,” he remarked.

South Africa expects to
support Tanzania’s efforts
particularly in  capacity
building through staff and
student exchanges, he add-
ed.

‘Anxieties handicap
many HIV sufferers’

FROM PAGE 1

hope and fail to adhere
to their antiretroviral (ARV)
medications. This can lead
to increased anxiety and
a further decline in their
health, making life particu-
larly challenging,” he stated.

The study, conducted
from September to October
2023, found that among the
593 PLWHA surveyed, 74 in-
dividuals, or 12 percent, ex-
hibited intense symptoms of
anxiety.

The number underscores
the need for public educa-
tion on mental health issues
related to living with HIV, he
explained.

“People with HIV are at
heightened risk of develop-
ing mental health conditions
such as anxiety and depres-
sion. Our research confirms
that they are more vulner-
able than those without
chronic illnesses,” he elabo-
rated.

The study was located in
the Moshi Urban District,

Kilimanjaro Region, at four
comprehensive treatment
centers (CTCs) providing
HIV  services, including
KCMC and the Mawenzi re-
gional hospital.

In response to the find-
ings, initiatives to provide
education through health
programmes were drawn
up, including media out-
reach and conferences, he
said.

“There is a pressing need
for the community to sup-
port this group, prevent fur-
ther deterioration of their
mental health and estab-
lish sustainable monitoring
plans to ensure timely access
to appropriate services,” he
emphasized.

The World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) says that
approximately 36m adults
worldwide were living with
HIV/AIDS in 2021, two-thirds
of them in Africa, where Tan-
zania is home to about 1.6m
PLWHA by WHO data for
2022, he added.
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Muheza District medical officer Dr Fani Mussa (R) closes two-day training for healthcare providers from dispensaries and health centres at the

weekend. Issues addressed included ways to handle cases of gender-based violence. Photo: Correspondent Steven William

Govt open to stronger collaboration
with EACOP to train oil, gas experts

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has called for increased coop-
eration with the East African Crude Oil Pipeline
(EACOP) to train skilled workers to effectively man-
age Tanzania’s oil and gas industry.

During the launch of a master’s programme ini-
tiative focused on engineering fields related to oil,
gas and extractive industries in Dar es Salaam at
the weekend, Prof Daniel Mushi, Deputy Perma-
nent Secretary in the Ministry of Education, Sci-
ence and Technology, emphasized the urgent need
for skilled professionals to maximize the country’s
natural resources.

“This significant investment from EACOP, costing
approximately $116,000, aims to cultivate experts
who will oversee project execution. Many of the
individuals may eventually join academic staff,” he
stated. He urged that master’s scholarships be ex-
tended to ensure a larger pool of qualified person-
nel for resource exploitation.

Out of the 501 applicants for sponsorship, only
12 candidates were selected based on their pro-
fessional capabilities. Applicants hailed from the
University of Dar es Salaam, Mbeya University
and Dar es Salaam Institute of Technology (DIT).
The successful candidates will undergo a rigorous
18-month training programme funded by the Da-
ging Oilfield Construction Group Ltd (DOCG), EA-
COP’s contractor for the Tanga tank and terminal.

The six programmes offered include chemical
and process engineering, power electronics and
electrical engineering, structural engineering, oil
and gas technology, production engineering and
petroleum engineering.

Prof Mushi praised the collaboration between
EACOP and various education institutions, includ-
ing VETA colleges, for the hands-on training pro-
vided to workers. He noted that EACOP has estab-
lished a gas and oil institute, initiated an internship
programme and sponsors workers’ training abroad
in gas and oil industry.

Prof. Bonaventure Rutinwa, Deputy Vice Chan-
cellor (Academic) at the University of Dar es Sa-
laam, pledged strong cooperation with EACOP in
implementing the initiative.

“We appreciate EACOP’s choice to partner with
our university; they have selected the right institu-
tion. The students are likely to become future lec-
turers and we are committed to supporting them
as much as possible,” he said.

Chu Dayong, DOCG Tanzania Branch Manager,
said that the 12 master’s scholarships would enable
talented Tanzanians to pursue advanced degrees
in crucial fields for the country’s economic future.

“Our responsibility extends to ensuring that Tan-
zanians play a leading role in the country’s growth
story,” he said.

Neema Kweka, EACOP Local Content Manager,
noted that the event exemplified EACOP’s com-
mitment to implementing Tanzania’s local content

policy.

She explained that EACOP col-
laborates with local education
institutions, having contributed
to capacity building of instruc-
tors and improved infrastruc-
ture at the University of Dar
es Salaam, Arusha Technical
School and VETA campuses in
Moshi, Shinyanga and Tanga as
well as the Bandari College.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF TANZANIA
TEMEKE HIGH COIRT SUB-REGUSTRT
(ONE STOP JUDICIAL CENTER)
AT TEMEKE

PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION CAUSE NO.124 OF 2024.

IN THE MATTER OF THE PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES ACT
{CAP 3522002}

INTHE MATTER OF ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATE OF THE LATE
JAYANTILAL NAGINDAS MEISURIA/

AND

INTHE MATTER OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF PROBATE OF BY SHAILESH
KABTULAL MEISURIA AND MAYUR KANTILAL MEISURIA WITH WILL ANNEXED.

NOTICE T0 CREDITORS

(Made under rule 111 of the Probate and Administration of Estate Rules,
Cap 35 2R: E2002)

NOTICE T0 CREDITORS
(Rule M)

NOTICE is hereby given that all persons claiming debts or liabilities
affecting the estate of the LATE JAYANTILAL NAGINDAS MEISURIA the
above-named deceased, who died at LONDON HEALTH CENTER On the
22ND day of JULY 2024 and probate of whose will and letter of
administrations were granted to SHAILESH KANTILAL MEISURIA and
MAYUR KANTILAL MEISURIA by the Court on the 29th day of October
2024, are hereby required to send in their claims to us at the address
appearing on the letterhead within SEVEN DAYS from the date of the
publication of this notice at the expiration of which time WE shall proceed
to hand over the assets to the persons entitled thereto having regard only
tothe claims of which W shall then have had notice.

Call for Tenders: Hydrogeological Survey

The Engineers Without Borders Germany (EWBG) in
collaboration with Help Community Initiatives (HCI) are
publishing a Call for Tenders for a Hydrogeological Survey in
Malalo village of Kasulu district, Kigoma region.

For more details about the activity, please visit our website:
https://www.ingenieure-ohne-grenzen.org/de/node/2512

Interested companies which  meet the minimum
requirements and have capacity to conduct the said survey
are invited to express their interest by submitting a well
crafted technical proposal and financial offer supported with
the company’s legal documents and evidences of exécution of
similar activities to at least five (5) clients to :

Emails: alexandra.loeckel@ingenieure-ohne-grenzen.org or
julius.roeckel@ingenieure-ohne-grenzen.org

All submissions should be in English language and should be
submitted on or before 23:59 hrs on Sunday 24" November 2024.

STIHL
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Bank

Appointment of

Mr. Godfrey Ng'urah

as the Managing Director
of the Co-operative Bank
of Tanzania (CBT)

The Board of Directors and Management of the
Cooperative Bank of Tanzania (CBT) are pleased to
announce the appointment of Mr. Godfrey Joel Ng'urah
as the Managing Director of the Cooperative Bank of
Tanzaniaq, effective October 2024.

Mr. Ng'urah is a seasoned banker with an illustrious
career spanning over 18 years in commercial banking
and cooperatives. His expertise encompasses business
turnaround, digital transformation, credit portfolio
management, and strategic project management. He
has demonstrated a remarkable ability to drive results,
lead with agility, and deliver measurable outcomes
across various organizations.

Before this appointment, Mr. Ng'urah served as the
Managing Director of Kilimanjaro Cooperative Bank
Limited (KCBL), where he led the transformation of the
bank from a struggling community entity into a
full-fledged commercial institution, now known as the
Co-operative Bank of Tanzania (CBT). His efforts at KCBL
were further highlighted by a successful merger with
Tandahimba Community Bank (TACOBA), which
expanded the bank’s market reach and improved its
operational efficiency. Mr. Ng'urah’s strategic vision and
leadership not only revitalized the bank's capital
structure but also positioned it for sustained growth in
the competitive banking landscape.

Prior to joining KCBL, Mr. Ng'urah had a successful career
at CRDB Bank Plc, where he served as the Business
Change Manager. He was responsible for spearheading
transformative initiatives aimed at improving the retail
banking model, optimizing processes, and enhancing
service delivery channels across CRDB's branch
network. Earlier, he served as the Senior Relationship
Manager for SME Banking, where he played a key role in
developing and operationalizing the bank's SME
business strategy, driving portfolio growth, and ensuring
portfolio quality.

Mr. Ng'urah holds a Master of Business Administration
(Finance) from the University of Dar es Salaam. He is
also a Certified Professional Banker and a Certified
Executive, having completed the Executive Leadership
Program at Strathmore Business School (SBS). With his
extensive experience and strong leadership skills, he is
well-equipped to guide CBT through its next phase of
growth and success.

The Board of Directors is confident that under his
leadership, the Cooperative Bank of Tanzania will
continue to thrive and expand its impact within
Tanzania's banking sector.

Please join us in congratulating Mr. Ng'urah on his
appointment and wishing him all the best in his new
role.

Prof. Gervas Mathias Machimu
Board Chairman
Co-operative Bank of Tanzania (CBT)

Members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Industry, Trade, Agriculture and Livestock tour Dar es
Salaam-based ALAF Limited at the weekend, mainly to assess progress in the implementation of the factory’s
various projects and to have a feel of the challenges it is facing which call for the government’s attention.

Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Drug resistance awareness
crusader enters parliament

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

IN a spirited effort to combat the
growing threat of Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR), Kido, ambassa-
dor for the USAID-funded ‘Holela
Holela Itakukosti’ (Reckless is cost-
ly) campaign, took centre stage
during a special awareness visit to
the National Assembly.

The visit on Friday aimed to en-
gage lawmakers in the fight against
AMR, a global health challenge
that has increasingly jeopardized
public health, agriculture and the
economy.

Kido, a respected figure in the
fight against AMR, addressed
members of Parliament with pas-
sion and clarity, shedding light on
the devastating consequences of
unchecked antimicrobial use and
misuse. He said: “Without imme-
diate action, rising resistance to
antibiotics could undo decades of
medical progress and lead to un-

treatable infections, putting mil-
lions of lives at risk.”

As part of his visit, Kido led an
interactive session where parlia-
mentarians discussed the need for
more robust policies and greater
public awareness of responsible
antibiotic use.

The ambassador shared real-life
stories of how AMR impacts com-
munities nationwide, emphasizing
the necessity for a multisectoral
approach involving healthcare
professionals, farmers and the
public. The visit marked a signifi-
cant advancement for the cam-
paign.

Waziri Nyoni, Chief of Party for
the Breakthrough ACTION project,
praised Kido’s role: “Kido’s efforts
as campaign ambassador have
been transformative. His work
connects policymakers with the
realities of AMR’s impact across
Tanzanian communities, under-
scoring the need for a robust, uni-

fied response.”

Kido spearheads the campaign,
which seeks to raise awareness at
all levels, from grassroots commu-
nities to high-level decision-mak-
ers. With the visit to the National
Assembly, Kido and the campaign
made a significant stride in advo-
cating for more decisive legislative
action and budget allocation to-
ward AMR mitigation efforts.

Kido’s role as an ambassador is
instrumental in ensuring that the
AMR crisis remains a top priority
on the national health agenda by
bridging the gap between policy-
makers and public health experts.

As the session concluded, par-
liamentarians committed to revis-
iting current policies on antibiotic
use and exploring innovative solu-
tions to tackle AMR more effective-
ly. Kido’s leadership and advocacy
have invigorated the campaign,
making the visit a pivotal moment
in the national fight against AMR.

INCOME STATEMENT

REVENUE
Sl M 23.2%

159,105 (Sept 2024)
129,187 (Sept 2023)

Absa Bank Tanzania Financial Perfomance Highlights (September 2024)
(Amounts in Million Tanzania Shillings)

PROFIT

BEFORE TAX
eﬁ%‘/ﬂ 54.4%
82,410 (Sept 2024)

53,381 (Sept 2023)

NET INTEREST

INCOME INCOME

O
< A 19.2% A 27.7%
82,288 (Sept 2024) 76,817 (Sept 2024)
69,029 (Sept 2023) 60,158 (Sept 2023)

NON INTEREST

TOTAL

ASSETS

15.0%

1,605,556 (Sept 2024)
1,396,660 (Sept 2023)

KEY PERFORMING INDICATORS

RETURN

ON EQUITY (ROE)

A 36.8%

36.8% (Sept 2024)
29.7% (Sept 2023)

absa.co.tz

EQUITY

@?;ﬁﬁ[345%>

277,763 (Sept 2024)
206,472 (Sept 2023)

DEPOSITS

(CUSTOMER)

@@lgﬁ1142%,

1,194,058 (Sept 2024)

1,045,529 (Sept 2023)

(CUSTOMER)

BALANCE SHEET

NET LOANS
£§§éﬁ1241%>

850,169 (Sept 2024)
685,291 (Sept 2023)

CIR

(Cost to Income Ratio)

L46.2%

8

46.2% (Sept 2024)

51.8% (Sept 2023)

NPL

(Non-Performing Loans)

L 1.5%

1.5% (Sept 2024)
4.4% (Sept 2023)

Absa Bank Tanzania Limited (registrered number 38557) is regulated by the Bank of Tanzania.
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Press clubs
called upon
to heed
2023/2025
strategic
plan, avoid
internal
cinflicts

By Guardian Correspondent, Singida

PRESS clubs have been called to
align with the 2023/2024 strategic
plan set forth by the Union of Tan-
zania Press Clubs (UTPC) to attract
stronger donor support and avoid
internal conflicts that could hinder
progress.

UTPC  President  Deogratius
Nsokolo made the call at the the
weekend when speaking during the
union's annual general meeting, em-
phasising the role of press clubs in
shaping the institution’s future.

He noted that journalists have the
power to either build up or weaken
UTPC, depending on their dedica-
tion or lack thereof to shared goals,
citing the recent recommendation
by donor to focus support on select,
high-performing clubs rather than
all clubs, underscoring the impor-
tance of unified efforts.

Union of Tanzania Press Clubs president Deogratius Nsokolo pictured in Singida municipality at the weekend addressing the union’s annual general meeting. The event brought together the
chairpersons, secretaries and treasurers of journalists’ clubs from across 28 mainland Tanzania and Zanzibar regions. Photo: Correspondent Thobias Mwanakatwe

“The donor observed that some clubs are
advancing while others are holding them back.
It’s essential to keep UTPC’s vision and mission
at the forefront and focus on the results that

matter to our institution,” he stated.

The 2023/2025 strategic plan titled ‘UTPC
from Good to Great” aims to elevate profes-
sionalism and establish supportive legal and

regulatory frameworks that advance media
development and safeguard journalists’ rights.

Nsokolo added that the plan is designed to
enhance press clubs’ effectiveness, efficiency
and independence while prioritizing safety
and wellbeing of journalists. To achieve the
goals, UTPC is also focused on building robust
systems, organizational structures and a dedi-

cated workforce.

He highlighted that the strategic plan’s focus
on project innovation and partnerships has
positioned UTPC as a leader in raising stand-
ards and creating a better environment for me-
dia professionals in Tanzania.

Reflecting on past challenges, Nsokolo not-
ed: “A few years ago, UTPC faced significant

setbacks. Major donors withdrew their sup-

port, expressing concerns over unresolved
conflicts within our clubs.”

UTPC Director Kenneth Simbaya echoed
the call for accountability among press clubs,
stressing that if they fail to fulfill their respon-
sibilities, UTPC could be seen as an obstacle to
achieving progress that is within reach.

Acquire quality mark to increase export chances, producers urged

By Guardian Correspondent, Katavi

TANZANIAN manufacturers
have been urged to ensure their
products bear quality mark issued
by Tanzania Bureau of Standards
(TBS) to facilitate smooth exports,
including to countries within the
East African Community (EAC).

Hamis Seleleko, TBS Western
Zone Acting Manager, made the

appeal during a discussion with
residents, manufacturers, traders
and investors at the commemo-
ration of the 3rd anniversary of
Mwanakatavi Week held in Mpan-
da from October 25 to 31.

He said EAC member states
have agreed that products certi-
fied for quality by their national
standards agencies and display
quality mark do not need to be

retested when traded within the
community.

Seleleko emphasized that the
exhibitions aimed to promote
economic opportunities in Katavi
Region, particularly in agricul-
ture, mining, tourism and live-
stock.

He explained that participating
in the exhibitions helps educate
the public about TBS services,

especially regarding issuance
of quality marks for locally-pro-
duced goods which enhances
both consumer acceptance and
export potential.

“Products with quality marks
can be sent to any EAC country
without facing trade barriers,” he
said.

He also highlighted that TBS
provides testing services for vari-

ous products at its accredited lab-
oratories in Dar es Salaam which
are recognized internationally.
Therefore, any product tested
in the laboratories is globally ac-
knowledged and does not require
further testing.

“Through the exhibition, we
emphasize that products enter-
ing the market must meet set
standards,” he said.

The official further pointed out
the challenges faced when selling
products that do not meet stand-
ards, including removal of such
products from Tanzanian market,
particularly cosmetics containing
harmful substances.

“We urge both consumers and
traders to adhere to standards set
by the government through TBS,”
he said.

Celebrating His Excellency Dr. Hussein Ally Mwinyi’s

Four Years in Office: A Time of Growth and Success for PBZ

As we look back on the past four years of His
Excellency Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi, President
of the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar
and Chairman of the Revolutionary Council,
the People’s Bank of Zanzibar (PBZ) has made
tremendous progress. Since 2020, PBZ has
achieved remarkable growth and outstanding
success, thanks to the supportive economic
policies and good governance provided by His
Excellency’s administration. Under his
leadership, the bank has consistently
exceeded its targets and set new records for
performance.

PBZ's capital has seen a significant increase,
growing from TZS 109.67 billion to TZS 232.19
billion as of September 2024, an impressive
rise of 111.7%. This growth in capital reflects
the positive environment created by His
Excellency’s administration, allowing the
bank to invest in its future and support the
government’s wider goals for economic
development.

The bank's total assets have expanded
greatly, increasing from TZS 752.83 billion in
2020 to TZS 2.43 trillion as of September
2024, which is a growth of 223%. This
increase shows how His Excellency’s policies
have helped the economy grow and provided
PBZ with the opportunity to expand its reach,
improve its services, and offer more to its
customers.

PBZ's  deposits have also  grown
tremendously, from TZS 578.36 billion in 2020
to TZS 1.99 trillion in 2024, a rise of 244%.
This growth reflects the strong trust our
customers have in the bank, made possible by
the stable and supportive environment
created by His Excellency’s leadership.

When it comes to profitability, PBZ's profit
before tax stood at TZS 18.36 billion in 2020.
With the support of the government's
policies, we are confident that we will close
2024 with a profit before tax of TZS 95.94
billion, which is an increase of over 422%.
This shows that PBZ has not only benefited
from a favourable environment but has also
played a key role in the country’'s economic
progress.

Managing Director, Arafat Haji

The bank's network has expanded
significantly. In 2020, PBZ had 23 branches
and service centres, with only four on the
mainland. By September 2024, we had grown
to 44 branches, including 15 on the mainland,
and we plan to open two more on the
mainland and one on the islands before the
year's end. This expansion goes beyond
branches, as PBZ has increased its network
of agents from 86 in 2020 to over 1,350 today.
We have also embraced digital advancements
by upgrading our mobile app and expanding
our ATM network, now providing access to
over 960 ATMs across Tanzania, ensuring that
financial services are available to everyone.

PBZ's loan book has also grown from TZS
469.71 billion in 2020 to TZS 1.23 trillion in
September 2024, representing a 162%

increase. This growth shows that more
people and businesses are getting the
financing they need, which helps drive
economic activity and development in
Tanzania.

With these achievements, PBZ finds itself
needing to go back to the drawing board to
create a new strategy. Our current plan has
seen most of its targets not just met but
significantly surpassed. This is a clear sign of
the bank's remarkable success during the
past four years, which has been made
possible by the stable economic conditions
and wise leadership of His Excellency Dr.
Hussein Ally Mwinyi, President of the
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar and
Chairman of the Revolutionary Council.

PBZ IKHLAS

PB ANK

il

GETITON ”

» Google Play

Download on the

@& App Store

App yva PBZ Mobile

uweze kulipia UMEME yako

Benki ya Watu, Chaguo la Watu €

h
. @ e Huduma kwa wateja
" 0800000004

BZBANK _pbzbank_pbzban

Arbaab umebimal!!

Benki ya Watu, Chaguo la Watu

PBZ's growth reflects the bank's commitment
to supporting the government's economic
goals, promoting financial inclusion, and
driving economic development across
Tanzania. We look forward to continuing this
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journey under His Excellency’s outstanding
leadership, embracing new opportunities to
serve our people, and setting even higher
goals for the future.
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

ISSUANCE OF AZANIA BANK PLC MEDIUM TERM NOTE (MTN) Azania Bank
PROGRAMME: TRANCHE 1 BONDI YANGU ponkine Beyond Grdnery

Azania Bank Plc wishes to inform the general public that the Capital Markets and Securities Authority (CMSA) in discharging its
responsibilities conferred upon it under the Capital Markets and Securities Act, Cap 79 of the Laws of Tanzania, has approved the
Information Memorandum in respect of Azania Bank Plc 5-Year Medium Term Note (MTN) Programme worth

TZS 100,000,000,000 (One Hundred Billion Tanzanian Shillings). Accordingly, the CMSA has also approved issuance of Tranche 1
of the MTN Programme worth TZS 30 Billion (with a green shoe option of TZS 15 Billion). This will be a General Purpose Bond in
line with the Azania’s strategic corporate purposes to productive economic sectors.

Features of the Tranche 1 Bondi Yangu Notes are as follows:

Issuer:; Azania Bank Plc

Aggregate Programme Amount: TZS 100,000,000,000 (One Hundred Billion Tanzanian Shillings)

Tranche 1: TZS 30,000,000,000 (Thirty Billion Tanzanian Shillings) with a green shoe option
: of TZS 15,000,000,000 (Fifteen Billion Tanzanian Shillings)

Coupon: 12.5% per annum, paid quarterly in arrears
Minimum Subscription: TZS 500,000 (Five Hundred Thousand Tanzanian Shillings)
Maturity Date: 16 December 2028

Interest Payment: 16 March, 16 June, 16 September, 16 December
Interest Commencement Date: 16 December 2024

Interest Basis: 12.5 percent per annum. Fixed Rate payable quarterly.

Tenor: 4 Year Corporate Bond

Tax Obligation: Exempted from withholding tax on coupon payments.

Listing Status: Tranche 1 will be listed on the Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange Plc (DSE).

Investment is done by completing Application Form available at Azania Bank Plc branches, Stockbrokers offices and dealers of the
Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange licensed by the Capital Markets and Securities Authority (CMSA); or from the Azania Bank Plc
website www.azaniabank.co.tz

Applications are completed by making payment into Azania Bank Plc account numbers below:
1. Collection Account

Azania Bondi Yangu Collection Account ‘ 033000001881
S/n Event Date Investors are advised to consult stockbrokers and dealers of the
1. | Approval of Azania Bank Plc MTN from CMSA Thur, 26 Sep 2024 Dar es Sal"f'e,'m Stock E_XChange (DSE) licensed by Capital Market
T —— Mon 04 Nov 2004 and Securities Authority (CMSA); accountant, lawyer or other
. ’ financial advisors for guidance and making informed investment
3. | Offer Open Mon, 04 Nov 2024 decisions.
4.  Offer Close Fri, 06 Dec 2024
5. | Allotment Date Thu, 12 Dec 2024
6.  Notification Date Fri, 13 Dec 2024 Issued by:
7. | Issue Date Mon, 16 Dec 2024 Managing Director,
8. Submission of Register to CSDR Tue, 17 Dec 2024 Azania .B.ank Plc,
9 CDS Account upload Date recast From 17 Dec 2024 Mawasiliano Towers,
S 20 Sam Nujoma Road,
10. Listing Date Wed, 15 Jan 2025 P.0 BOX 32089
11. Maturity Date Mon, 16 Dec 2028 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Connecting all your banking needs. |INIEIEININININGGE

customercare@azaniabank.co.tz | 0800 110 210 www.azaniabank.co.tz
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Serious doubts on total debt
being below 11.1 pc of GDP

ADVICE by legislators on what the
government needs to do in the next
fiscal plan appears to be a mixed
bag, pushing for economic expan-
sion and thus borrowing, and then
trying to keep external debt servic-
ing below the current limit of 11.1 per
cent of total income.

The Union legislative body’s
Budget committee is emphatic
that on no account should the debt
reach the critical threshold of 15 per
cent of gross income. But given the
dynamism that defines politics, MPs
could later change goalposts - de-
pending on circumstances.

What was perhaps instructive
wasn't the total figures but the an-
nual change, an 18.18 per cent rise or
an additional 14.9trn/- where the to-
tal domestic debt stood at 31.9trn/-.

The committee’s analysis af
firmed that government debt
remains sustainable in the short,
medium and long terms with the
reasoning having to be adduced by
the public as to whether it is due to
the percentage point being small or
the government’s projected income
sources being sustainable and thus
reassuring.

While the committee was on
firm territory that the debt size
jump was primarily driven by the
depreciation of the Tanzanian shil-
ling, it appears that acquisition of
new loans to finance new projects
bore greater consequence.

Adding one trillion shillings to
the debt could arise from deprecia-
tion or currency slide, not a whop-
ping 14.9trn/-, in which case the
primacy slant ought to have been
reversed.

With the ever-lurking danger of
large debt exposure, the expected
remedy did not ring out aloud, as
MPs earlier rooted for the broad-
ening and enhancing of domestic
revenue collection to service debts
to some satisfaction.

It is true that it would be benefi-
cial for the government to direct all
available loans towards projects that

stimulate economic growth and
promote the export of goods and
services.

Judging from the outward aspect,
most loans we have been landing
are just directed in this manner, un-
til one starts exploring the pros and
cons of the agencies involved.

That is when it is noticed that a
change of agency could have done
far better, even if the loans are ob-
tained on concessional terms and
medium-term conditions.

As President Samia Suluhu Has-
san has had occasion to emphasize,
the more the country is anchored
and accepted as a lower-middle in-
come economy, the fewer the loans
of that sort it will access.

The explanation here is that those
issuing such loans are multilateral
agencies who need to plan how to
distribute the limited resources in
their hands.

Our country is blessed with with
gold, natural gas and rare minerals,
even if we skip tourism attractions
as evenly distributed around the
world.

Just how far there is need to al-
locate budget resources for the
2025/2026 financial year to conduct
research on household income
and expenditure to update poverty
statistics to replace 2017/2018 data
could be considered marginal.

The real test is stable or rising lev-
els of sensitivity to price increases, as
with the various forms of intermit-
tent chaos experienced in a number
of African countries.

Inflation is low at 30 per cent
but it is less of massive supply than
suppressed demand, in which case
policy advisers need to find out how
to keep taxes low so that businesses
thrive.

There should also be considera-
tion of opening up more state mo-
nopolies to create jobs and remove
subsidy burdens that compel vigor-
ous taxation. Yet, the tone at present
largely appears to favour more tax

vigour.

Snail’s pace of CNG filling points
risks hurting future options on tax

INSTEAD of moving with plans to
allow private filling stations to stock
compressed natural gas (CNG) suit-
ed for the purpose, policy makers
are toeing the line of keeping this
shift wholly in state hands as many
bureaucrats crave the widening of
the role of state firms.

Now, the government has un-
veiled plans to open three more
such filling stations by late next
month, which will make some
difference to those whose vehi-
cles have converted to gas or will
soon do so. The dangers inherent
in this snail's pace of shifting to
CNG, including how it relates to
the absorption of price increases,
are apparently not noticed clearly
enough by policy advisers.

Were a large number of buses to
start using CNG right away or with-
in months, there would be a drop
inbus fares.

Also, were there to arise any
situation arises which would push
up prices either fuel, the scenario
would be different.

The refusal - or merely reluc-
tance - to liberalise this aspect of
the economy is reminiscent of re-
sistance to liberalisation altogether,
which advice was once sought
from top bureaucrats and politi-
cians and was backed by numerous
overseas militant organisations.

As happened, we witnessed
the shaving off of some plain loss
making public agencies but some
for only some time. Policy makers
have often acknowledged the need
to convert vehicles to gas, princi-
pally on account of cost-effective-
ness and environmental benefits.

Yet, there is no push to make

this a generalised situation, first in
relation to government vehicles to
drastically cut costs and then for
commuter vehicles to bring fares
as low as realistically possible.

The strategic issue here is really
the price factor and not environ-
mental considerations. There are
plans for starting to tag informal
sector operators with electronic
identifiers whose potential effects
can be dampened if fuel prices
come lower and costs are easily ab-
sorbed. Legislators have been told
that the government, in collabora-
tion with the private sector, expects
to put in place more CNG-facilitat-
ed filling stations.

But we are not being told clearly
enough how difficult it is for exist-
ing filling stations to offer natural
gas with minimal alterations of a
section of its chambers.

It is strange that not as much is
being said on this option in policy
discussion as applies to increasing
the number of CNG filling stations.

It is also unclear which private
sector service providers are ready,
willing or lined up to establish such
filling stations, as the specialised
filling stations are - in effect - being
built by a state monopoly.

Hopefully, those in charge of
shifting to CNG will have the luxury
of staking in several years before
cheaper commuting materialises
for routine consumables whose
prices are affected by fuel prices.

Thus, if electronic tagging of
informal traders becomes a real-
ity, we'll need to guard against the
‘mushrooming’ of cheap but suspi-
cious street-side consumables trig-
gering explosions.
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The fall of free newspapers in Europe: Is it the end?

By Romain Chauvet

DIGITALISATION has taken over the
majority of free printed newspapers in
Europe in recent years. But for those still

here, the battle continues.

They were everywhere just a few years
ago - at the subway exits, street corners or
even at the office. The most popular ones

were probably 20 Minutes and Metro.

We took it, read it for a few minutes, and
then put it back here and there. However,
this period of democratisation of access
to news is over. In recent years, many free
print newspapers across Europe have

died.

In France, for example, the last free
newspaper - 20 Minutes - stopped its
printed edition this (year 2024) summer
and laid off a whole one-third of its digi-
tal workforce. This ended the model of
free general information newspapers in

France that began in 2002.

In the UK, The London Evening Stand-
ard printed its final paper last month -
ahead of a move to weekly-only editions
and arebrand under a new title called The

London Standard.

Launched in 1827, the newspaper be-
came free of charge in 2009. After an
increase in circulation when they tran-
sitioned to a free model, they have been

recording a huge decline.

The British paper’s daily circulation has
dropped from 850,000 to 275,000 in the
past five years, and it has lost £84.5 million

over the past six years.

The disappearance of free newspapers
raises questions about the plurality and
diversity of information, which can lead to
amonopoly situation in certain countries.

In the beginning, a real trend and
competition for paid newspapers had
developed. But, with digitalisation,
few of them continue to exist.

In Switzerland, the free-printed
newspaper 20 Minuten tries to re-
sist. “In spring 2023, we upgraded
the newspaper by publishing more
lifestyle content, using thicker paper,
and refreshing the layout,” said Eliane
Loum-Griser, spokesperson for the
newspaper, adding: “This has helped
us to temporarily increase the num-
ber of print readers, and we have also
received positive reactions from the
advertising market.”

According to figures provided by
the company, 20 Minuten reaches
over 2 million daily readers, online
and in print, across Switzerland. The
free newspaper is distributed via
newspaper boxes located in high-traf-
fic areas, among them train stations
and shopping malls, and in different
languages.

From Monday to Friday, the circu-
lation is about 298,429 copies for the
German-speaking part, 123,147 cop-
ies for the French-speaking part, and
23,565 copies for the Italian-speaking
part.

“We are constantly optimising our
printing and distribution costs. At
some point, the print will probably
have an expiry date, but new distribu-
tion channels, such as WhatsApp, are
constantly opening up,” said Loum-
Gréser, who remains optimistic for
the future.

“There is no European country
where newspapers are a profitable

economic sector,” said Roberta Car-
lini, part-time assistant professor at
the European University Institute
(EUD and researcher at the Centre for
Media Pluralism and Media Freedom
(CMPF).

She added: “The crisis is of course
deeper in some countries, but the
trend of decline is everywhere in
Europe. The business model of the
newspaper, and particularly for free
newspapers, has been disrupted by
the digital evolution.”

The Covid-19 pandemic, with the
lockdown, also accelerated this fall, as
did Russia’s war with Ukraine, which
led to an increase in the price of pa-
per and inks.

The model was simple at the be-
ginning. Free newspapers relied
on advertising revenue instead of
sales. Readers do not have to pay
anything to have access to this daily
free press.

The costs of producing informa-
tion and printing were assumed by
the media, thanks to the advertisers.
But it simply doesn’t work anymore
with digitalisation.

“The situation was different be-
fore. The newspaper, including free
ones, didn’t need revenue from the
readers, because the advertising
was so high. But, with the person-
alisation of advertising, advertisers
are going more and more digital,
considering that the services online
offered by the platform are much
more efficient,” said Carlini.

Many newspapers have changed
their model and have opted for pay-

walls in recent years. This turn was
first initiated by the New York Times
in 2011, through the implementa-
tion of a paywall on the meter.

The strategy bore fruit quite
quickly since the following year the
subscription revenues of the Ameri-
can daily exceeded those of advertis-
ing. This gradually inspires the entire
world press.

However, for free newspapers, this
is simply impossible.

The free press was born on the
idea of being free and couldn’t count
on the second pillar of revenue -
from the readers. Now it’s too late,
they cannot change their strategy.

However, Carlini emphasized that
the free press, very engaged in small
communities and with a strong iden-
tity, could continue to survive.

But in Loum-Griser’s view: “On
one hand, we operate an extremely
successful news portal and are active
on social media ourselves in order
to bring our verified news to a very
young target group that hardly con-
sumes traditional media anymore.

“But at the same time, a large share
of online advertising money goes to
the big tech platforms from over-
seas. This is, of course, a major chal-
lenge for 20 Minuten as a purely
advertising-financed medium.”

Loum-Griser explained that they
are now working on different strate-
gic initiatives to diversify their reve-
nue streams, with a view to surviving
in the long term.
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Local news deserts are expanding. But could there be green shoots?

By Tim Franklin

I have always considered myself to
be an optimist, a glass-is-half-full kind
of guy. Yet in my role overseeing the
Medill State of Local News Project for
the past three years, I have had to sup-
press my inner sunniness when de-
scribing our research findings.

If he were still alive, former US Vice
President Spiro T. Agnew would surely
call me a “nattering nabob of negativ-
ism”. This year, however, is different.
For sure, the new 2024 Medill State
of Local News Report released on the
Wednesday of Oct 23 is sobering.

The local news crisis is worsening.
Newspapers are closing at an alarming
rate, spawning new news deserts. Job
losses last year were staggering. Nearly
54 million Americans have little to no
access to local news. Grim stuff.

Yet even as arid news deserts ex-
pand, this new Medill report includes
some green shoots. For the first time
since we began tracking these statis-
tics, we're seeing a significant net in-
crease in the number of standalone
local digital news sites. It’s too early to

call this a trend, but it’s certainly a wel-
come sight.

In our excavation of the local news
landscape, Medill researchers hit a
nugget that an optimist can seize. Does
this mean that a historic, print-to-digi-
tal transformation is beginning to take
hold? Or is it a statistical mirage? We
need another couple of years to say for
sure. But here’s what I can say are my
five key takeaways from our volumi-
nous new report on the health of the
local (US) news industry.

The collapse of local newspapers is
showing no sign of slowing. The US lost
127 newspapers - nearly 2.5 per week -
in the year ended September 30.

That’s the same pace as the previous
year. The US has lost more than one-
third of its newspapers, about 3,300,
since 2005.

News deserts will likely grow in the
next few years. The Medill “Watch
List,” a predictive model developed by
data scientists and journalism faculty,
has 279 counties at high risk of becom-
ing news deserts.

That’s up 22 per cent from last year.
This gloomy forecast reflects the grow-

ing number of one-news-source coun-
ties, now 1,563, teetering on the brink.

The local news ownership land-
scape is shifting. There were 258 news-
paper transactions in the past year, up
a skyrocketing 43 per cent from 2023.

The big chains are divesting, while
the smaller and medium-sized chains
are getting bigger. Could this be the
beginning of a reordering of who owns
local news organisations, or is just a
shuffling of the chairs?

After remaining basically flat in re-
cent years, there’s been a major net in-
crease of standalone digital local news
sites in the past year - 81 in total.

Thirty of the sites are print newspa-
pers that converted. Still, even a net
gain of 51 local news sites is significant.

The majority of these are nonprofits.
And we’re now tracking 258 local news
startups in the past five years, an en-
couraging sign.

The gulf between those with local
news and those without it is widen-
ing. More than 90 per cent of the local
news startups in the past year were
launched in metro regions, not hard-
hit rural areas.

And there are 740 national network
sites producing local news, but those
are highly concentrated in cities and
the suburbs. The local news crisis in
rural areas is acute, and there’s no ap-
parent solution.

One other important note: It’s not
just startups providing cause for op-
timism, it’s also some legacy news or-
ganisations.

Medill put out a call earlier this year
for nominations for its local news
“Bright Spots” designation. In review-
ing those nominations, we were in-
spired by the entrepreneurship that
we saw in experimentations with new
models. We profile 12 of them in our
“Bright Spots” feature in our new re-
port.

In addition to some outstanding
newer local news outlets, we highlight-
ed three legacy local news organisa-
tions that are growing and innovating.

* Tim Franklin is the senior asso-
ciate dean and director of the Local
News Initiative at the Medill School
at Northwestern University in the
Us.
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ESEARCH on the employment landscape un-

veils how innovation is going to impact jobs,

productivity and opportunities, according

o David Autor, David Mindell, and Elisabeth
Reynolds, the authors of a report titled “The Work of the
Future: Building Better Jobs in an Age of Intelligent Ma-
chines” published in 2020.

“The central challenge ahead, indeed the work of
the future, is to advance labour market opportunities
to meet, complement, and shape technological innova-
tions,” their report says.

This, they say, requires modernising laws, policies,
norms, organisations, and enterprises that set the “rules
of the game.” They explain that their report suggests a
better alternative: building a future for work that har-
vests the dividends of rapidly advancing automation and
ever-more powerful computers to deliver opportunity
and economic security for workers.

According to them, technological advances, coupled
with economic incentives, policy choices, and institu-
tional forces, will alter the set of jobs available and the
skills they demand.

“Inventing new ways of accomplishing existing work,
new business models, and entirely new industries drives
rising productivity and new jobs. Such innovations bring
new occupations to life, generate demands for new
forms of expertise, and create opportunities for reward-
ing work.”

They say to enable workers to remain productive in
a continuously evolving workplace requires empower-
ing them with excellent skills programmes at all stages
of life: in primary and secondary schools, in vocational
and higher learning programmes, and in ongoing adult
training programmes.

They suggest that investing in innovation will drive
new job creation, speed up growth, and meet rising com-
petitive challenges. “New goods and services will gener-
ate new industries and occupations that demand new
skills and offer new earnings opportunities.”

Moreover, the authors suggest that adopting new tech-
nology creates winners and losers and will continue to
do so and the involvement of all stakeholders—includ-
ing workers, businesses, investors, educational and so-
cial organisations, and government— can minimise the
damage done to individuals and communities and help
ensure that the jobs of the future offer benefits that are
shared by all.

They see employment polarisation and diverging job
quality. On the one hand, there is a growing cadre of
high-education, high-wage occupations that offer strong
career prospects, rising lifetime earnings, and significant
employment security.

On the other hand, low-education, low-wage occupa-
tions provide little economic security and limited career
earnings growth. “Traditional middle-tier jobs in pro-
duction, operative, clerical and administrative support,
and sales occupations are in decline.”

They say this ongoing process of machine substitution
for routine human labour tends to increase the produc-
tivity of educated workers whose jobs rely on informa-

SGA SECURITY TANZANIALTD

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR FY2025 & 2026

SGA is a multinational security organization with fixed base operations in the Eastern Africa region, servicing security contracts
throughout Africa from its Regional Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. The Tanzania operations are coordinated from Head Office at

Mikocheni, Dar es Salaam.

The company offers a full spectrum of security services, ranging from static guards and dog patrols through to sophisticated
electronic security solutions, cash management, courier, tracking solutions, clearing and forwarding and security consultancy. It
runs a triple ISO Certified quality system, sustained for over 20 years. With 50 years of operating experience and employing 19,000+

Gliardian

www jppmediacom

Job creation and displacement amidst
rapidly evolving employment landscape

tion, calculation, problem-solving, and
communication — workers in medicine,
marketing, design, and research.

“It simultaneously displaces the mid-
dle-skill workers who in many cases pro-
vided these information-gathering, or-
ganisational, and calculation tasks. These
include sales workers, office workers,
administrative support workers, and as-
sembly line production positions.”

World Economic Forum (WEF) in its
report titled “The Future of Jobs: Employ-
ment, Skills and Workforce Strategy for
the Fourth Industrial Revolution” pub-
lished in 2016 says in many industries
and countries, the most in-demand oc-
cupations or specialties did not exist 10
or even five years ago, and the pace of
change is set to accelerate.

“In such arapidly evolving employment
landscape, the ability to anticipate and
prepare for future skills requirements,
job content and the aggregate effect on
employment is increasingly critical for
businesses, governments and individuals
in order to fully seize the opportunities
presented by these trends—and to miti-
gate undesirable outcomes.”

As a result of overall job disruption, it
is not surprising that, with current trends,
competition for talent in in-demand job
families such as computer and math-
ematical and architecture and engineer-
ing and other strategic and specialist

personnel in the region, we have the resources and capability to handle all our client’s security requirements.

SGA invites suitably qualified and competent bidders to submit sealed pre-qualification bid for supply of various goods and services
for the financial years 2025 & 2026, in one or more of the lots appearing here below. The objective of pre-qualification is to identify
competent firms/companies which will be called upon from time to time to quote/tender for supply of goods, services, and provision .

of consultancy during the period.

= SECLIRITY =—//—=

roles will be fierce, and finding efficient
ways of securing a solid talent pipeline a
priority for virtually every industry. They
say if skills demand is evolving rapidly at
an aggregate industry level, the degree of
changing skills requirements within in-
dividual job families and occupations is
even more pronounced.

“Overall, social skills—such as persua-
sion, emotional intelligence and teaching
others—will be in higher demand across
industries than narrow technical skills,
such as programming or equipment op-
eration and control. In essence, technical
skills will need to be supplemented with
strong social and collaboration skills.”

They say mobility industries expect
employment growth accompanied by a
situation where nearly 40 per cent of the
skills required by key jobs in the indus-
try are not yet part of the core skill set of
these functions today.

According to them, workers in lower
skilled roles, particularly in the office and
administrative and manufacturing and
production job families, may find them-
selves caught up in a vicious cycle where
low skills stability means they could face
redundancy without significant re- and
upskilling even while disruptive change
may erode employers’ incentives and the
business case for investing in such reskill-
ing.

Therefore, to mitigate adverse effects

on the workplace, their report recom-
mends as immediate focus managing
skills disruption as an urgent concern, uti-
lising data analytics, talent diversity and
leveraging flexible working arrangements
and online talent platforms.

As long term focus, the report recom-
mends rethinking education systems,
incentivising lifelong learning as well as
reskilling of existing workforces, cross-

industry and public-private collabora-
tion because multi-sector partnerships
and collaboration, when they leverage
the expertise of each partner in a com-
plementary manner, are indispensable
components of implementing scalable
solutions to jobs and skills challenges.
Looking at the job trend in the country,
the two reports serve as food for thought
for decision-makers.

THE CENTRE FOR COUNSELLING, NUTRITION
AND HEALTH CARE (COUNSENUTH)

Organization Background

The Centre for Counselling, Nutrition, and Health
Care (COUNSENUTH) is a Tanzanian non-profit,
non-governmental organization established in 1998,
under registration number SO. 9495 and
re-registered under the NGO Act in 2023 with
registration number 00199. Located on Sam Nujoma
Road, Mikocheni B, Dar es Salaam.

Vision Statement

A leading non-governmental, not for not-for-profit
organization (NGO) that is committed to achieving
optimal nutrition and healthy, quality life for
children, women and the most vulnerable in
Tanzania.

Mission Statement

COUNSENUTH works to improve the quality of life of
vulnerable groups; through cost effective,
innovative evidence-based actions that are locally
appropriate, with advocacy for better health &
nutrition, gender equity and women’s
empowerment; and governance and accountability;
with active engagement of

Organizational Objectives

COUNSENUTH's objectives are to improve health
and nutrition for vulnerable populations through
effective  strategies like health counseling,
non-communicable disease prevention, and social
behavior change. The organization also promotes
gender equity, youth skills development, and
women's empowerment, advocates for good
governance, and enhances food quality and safety
awareness. COUNSENUTH further supports climate
change mitigation, builds technical capacity for civil
society, and fosters community resilience through
organizational ~ development, advocacy, and
cross-sector collaboration.

ADVERTISEMENT

Call for Expression of Interest for External Auditors

- Eol/COUN/06/2024

Key Programs Implemented by COUNSENUTH

COUNSENUTH's impactful programs include:

1. Gender-Nutrition (Lishe Kijinsia) Program - Dodoma
(2018-2024): Reducing stunting in Chemba through
a gender-focused approach.

2. Kijana Jiongeze Project (2019-2024): Improving
girls'secondary school performance in Tunduru with
community-driven  solutions, funded by the
MasterCard Foundation.

3. Kilimo Kwa Lishe Bora (2023-2025): Supporting
sustainable livelihoods through agroforestry to
improve food security and biodiversity.

4. STRONG Project (2023-2024): Targeting adolescent
girls and young women to improve nutrition.

5. Wasichana Leadership Program (OVC Project):
Providing secondary school education for girl
orphans, with support from Friends of COUNSENUTH.

How to Apply

COUNSENUTH invites applications from registered and
reputable auditing firms to conduct a financial audit of its
accounts, prepared on an IPSAS accrual basis, for the
fiscal year ending December 2024.

Application Requirements:
Firm name and profile,
qualifications
Details of similar audit work conducted
Proposed fees

including personnel

Forinquiries, please contact the Executive Director.
Applications should be submitted by 15 November 2024.

Executive Director,
COUNSENUTH,

Plot No. 08 Sam Nujoma Road, Mikocheni B
P.0. Box 8218, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Mobile: 0782-113048
Email: info@counsenuth.or.tz

Specifications:

+ Voltage: 6600V

Advertisement
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION
Supply of 2 x 2000kVA 6.6kV Containerized Generator _ BUL-RF(Q-24-10-03

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine (“the Company”), a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation, which is ultimately
owned by Barrick Gold Corporation and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania requests the
submission of Quotes from reputable, experienced, certified, and qualified parties to provide the following:

Prime power: 2000kVA/1800kW

+ Control panel: 1G - NT - SPtM+ con InteliVision 8, InteliGen NT genset controller - Basebo, InteliVision color display 8

+ IS0 40 feet container “High Cube” with high mechanical resistance with walls and roof isolated with high
density volcanic rock wool with a thickness of 50mm for low noise emission.

+ Fire detection and suppression system for a 40ft container.

+ 1000 Hour Service kits. Must include all filters and belts for 4 x 250-hour services.

« Company registration documents i.e. Certificate of incorporation, business license, TIN, VRN, Tax Clearance
« Full General Arrangement (GA) + Single Line (SLD) drawing to be submitted/supplied with every quotation for

+ Applicable certification, accreditation, affiliated registrations, and letter of dealership as required.

Lot No: Description ’ Eng?ne speed: 1500rpm .
SGA/01/2025 Supply anddelivery of General Office Stationery : Eg?:gi?;ﬁ;?&;égfgggi;
SGA/02/2025 Design and printing of promotional and corporate branded materials . Automatic transfer switch control panels
SGA/03/2025 Supply of motor vehicle spares parts, batteries, tires and related accessories . Electrical fuel transfer pump
SGA/04/2025 Supply andmaintenance of air condition equipment & hardware materials
SGA/05/2025 Supply of electricity expertise solution & maintenance of electrical equipment
SGA/06/2025 Supply and delivery of PPE, Staff Uniforms and Shoes
SGA/07/2025 Supply and delivery of Electronic Security Equipment
SGA/08/2025 Supply andmaintenance of ICT and office equipment
SGA/09/2025 Provision of car hire, travel and airticketing services
SGA/10/2025 Professional services - Audit, tax, legal, valuation, debt recovery, training, HR processes, etc. Key documents: ) )
SGA/11/2025 Supply of cleaning items, kitchenitems and drinking water » Clear and detailed Quotation.
SGA/12/2025 Supply andmaintenance of generators L
- - - Certificate etc.

SGA/13/2025 Supply andmaintenance of office furniture
SGA/14/2025 Supply of motorcycles
SGA/15/2025 Prorilri)s{on of officeybuilding maintenance services approval.

The pre-qualification document with details can be obtained from SGA Reception, Plot Number 74, House- B, Warioba Street, .

Mikocheni during office working hours, upon payment of a non-refundable fee TZS.100,000 (One hundred thousand shillings). Obtain

a system-generated receipt for this payment.

Please note that if you intend to provide multiple goods/services, a separate pre-qualification of supplier document must be

purchased for each category.

SGA reserves the right to accept or reject any applicant wholly or in part. Prospective bidders are hereby notified that canvassing of
any kind will lead to automatic disqualification. We plan to visit your premises to verify information contained in the bid documents

and assure ourselves of your capacity to deliver.

Prequalification documents in plain sealed envelopes clearly marked “Pre-qualification of suppliers for FY2025 & 2026" and
indicating the reference number applied for on the envelope should be deposited in the tender box at SGA office, not later than

Wednesday 04" December 2024 at 1700hrs, addressed to:

The Tender Committee
SGA Security Tanzania Limited
Plot Number 74, House- B, Mikocheni, Warioba Street,
Kinondoni Municipal, Dar Es Salaam.

Submission of Quotes:

subject line of the email.

advertisement.

Key Dates

BRELA detailed search document indicating Tanzanian ownership percentage to determine classification as
an Indigenous Tanzanian Company as per the Local Content Regulation, 2018.
+ Approved Local Content Plan or acknowledgement of submission from the Mining Commissioner.

Please submit your quotes via email to bulytender@barrick.com

The reference "Supply of 2 x 2000kVA 6.6kV Containerized Generator _ BUL-RF(Q-24-10-03" must be quoted in the

NB: The Company reserves the right to invite any other supplier(s) who did not submit a quote through this

+ Last date to submit quotes: 11" November 2024.

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Limited
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HE 2024 US presidential race has been filled
with astonishing events, presenting chaotic "sur-
prises" each month.

An annual survey by the American Psychologi-
cal Association revealed in October that the election has
become a significant source of stress for the Americans,
who fear that the election results could trigger political
violence and even lead to the "end of American democ-
racy.”

The election is predicted by US media to be the "most
divisive" in history. As the Election Day approaches, the
tense political atmosphere keeping the American public
on edge will only increase.

January: Weaponizing immigrants

In January, the US federal government and the Repub-
lican-led state of Texas clashed over immigration issues.
The Texas Army National Guard set up barriers such as
barbed wire fences at the US-Mexico border to prevent
immigrants from entering.

Meanwhile, it also denied entry of federal law enforce-
ment officers, causing a standoff between the two sides to
briefly escalate into an armed confrontation.

The "border crisis" highlights the conflict and division
between the Democratic and Republican parties on im-
migration issues. Previously, Republican-led states such
as Texas and Florida had repeatedly transported undoc-
umented immigrants by bus or plane to cities governed
by Democrats, using such moves as a weapon against the
Democratic Party.Barbed wire fences and buses trans-
porting immigrants have become symbols of partisan
strife in the United States, as politicians from both parties
continuously politicize the issue and seek selfish benefits
at the cost of further dividing the American society.

February: Sneaker seller

On Feb 17, former US president Donald Trump made
an appearance at a shoe exhibition in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, showcasing his own brand of sneakers. Priced at
$399, only 1,000 pairs were available for limited release.

On the day before, Trump received a sky-high fine from
the state of New York, where a judge ruled that Trump
must pay a fine of approximately $355 million for exagger-
ating his net worth to deceive banks into providing better
loan terms.

Trump's fine should have hit the headlines, but was un-
expectedly upstaged by "Trump selling shoes." Vanessa
Friedman, chief fashion critic of The New York Times,
wrote in an article: "It's easy to get distracted by the sheer
absurdity of it all - a former president, selling sneakers!"

With sneaker culture popular in the United States, es-
pecially among young people and African Americans, the
Trump campaign hoped to attract more young voters and
minority voters, especially African American males, an ar-
ticle by the Associated Press said.

March: Quitting Congress

On March 22, Colorado Republican federal congress-
man Ken Buck officially resigned, ending his tenure in
Congress several months ahead of schedule.

Buck, who served as a congressman for over nine years,
criticized dysfunction on Capitol Hill in his interview with
CNN. "This place has just devolved into this bickering and
nonsense and not really doing the job for the American
people,” he said.

"It is the worst year of the nine years and three months
that I've been in Congress and having talked to former
members, it's the worst year in 40, 50 years to be in Con-
gress," he said.

According to a March report by the American Broad-
casting Company (ABC), 48 members of the current US
Congress have either resigned or announced their inten-
tion to resign, accounting for 11 percent of the total num-
ber of representatives and exceeding previous years.

The Washington Post said that in the past 40 years,
there have never been this many Congress members
voluntarily ending their terms early without plans to con-
tinue in other public positions.

Many of the departing lawmakers attributed their res-
ignations to the bitter partisan battles and internal strife
within their respective parties. From gun control to illegal
immigration, the two major parties have been engaged in
a constant cycle of attacking and obstructing each other
on various issues, resulting in prolonged unresolved so-
cial problems that continue to escalate.

This wave of resignations from Capitol Hill largely re-
flects growing disillusionment among those at the top of
American politics with the country's political system.

US presidential race yields slew of chaotic
'surprises’ leading up to Election Day

People at the US presidential debate media filing center watch a live broadcast of the first presi-
dential debate between US Vice-President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump in
Philadelphia, the United States, on Sept 10, 2024. XINHUA

April: 'Civil War'

The US movie "Civil War," released
on April 12, depicts a doomsday sce-
nario where the United States is once
again plunged into a civil war.

While the movie is fictional, it re-
flects the current reality of division
and opposition in the United States,
echoing the anxieties of the Ameri-
can people.

Rolling Stone magazine said that
the movie imagines "a future so very
not-so-distant that you might acci-
dentally mistake it for the present, in
which the USA is once more at war
against itself."

The Atlantic magazine said it is "a
narrative with uncomfortable reso-
nance in these politically polarized
times."

In recent years, the United States
has experienced political turmoil, so-
cial governance challenges, and slug-
gish institutional functioning, with
extreme behavior and chaotic situa-
tions becoming the norm.

"The US is now more divided along
ideological and political lines than
at any time since the 1850s," said
Bruce Stokes, an associate fellow at
Chatham House. "America's friends
and allies need to understand that
the United States has become a Disu-
nited States. There are effectively two
Americas - and they are at war," he
said.

May: Guilty ex-president

On May 30, a jury in a Manhattan
court in New York City ruled that
Trump had violated New York state
laws by concealing a $130,000 "hush
money" payment to an adult film ac-
tress during the 2016 US presidential
election and falsifying business re-
cords. He was convicted on 34 crimi-
nal charges.

It was the first time in US history
that a former president has been in-

dicted or convicted in a criminal case.

Trump claimed that the case was
a "witch hunt" and a "political attack”
by the Democratic Party. Republicans
also seized the opportunity to criti-
cize the unfairness of the US judicial
system, characterizing it as politi-
cized and weaponized.

"Division," "resentment,” and "anxi-
ety" ... These are the words that the
American media and scholars have
chosen when discussing this year's
election.

Against the backdrop of political
polarization, the confrontation be-
tween the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties continues to escalate,
and Trump's "historic" conviction
undoubtedly intensifies the strife be-
tween the two sides.

June: 'Politicizing courtroom’

On June 11, a jury of 12 members
in the US state of Delaware found
Hunter Biden, son of US President
Joe Biden, guilty of three federal gun
charges, marking the first time a sit-
ting president’s child has been crimi-
nally convicted.

Hunter's conviction has fueled mu-
tual attacks between Democrats and
Republicans, escalating the already
fraught atmosphere of the US presi-
dential election. Hunter and Trump,
now both convicted, assert they are
victims of political persecution.

"This trial has been nothing more
than a distraction from the real
crimes of the Biden Crime Fam-
ily," Trump campaign press secretary
Karoline Leavitt said in a statement.

"The case continued the trend of
the courtroom becoming an exten-
sion of the campaign trail," CNN re-
ported.

"In an era of intense political polar-
ization, we could be headed down a
dangerous road. Even the perception
of the justice system becoming politi-

cized would be incredibly damaging,
much less the reality," it said.

July: Assassination attempt

On July 13, during a campaign rally
in Butler, Pennsylvania, Trump was
targeted in an "attempted assassina-
tion" while delivering a speech. A few
days later, Trump officially accepted
the nomination to become the Re-
publican presidential candidate for
the third time.

In a post on his social media plat-
form Truth Social, Trump said he was
shot with a bullet "that pierced the
upper part of my right ear."

"l knew immediately that some-
thing was wrong in that I heard a
whizzing sound, shots, and immedi-
ately felt the bullet ripping through
the skin," he said.

The attack was the most serious
attempt to assassinate a president or
presidential candidate since Ronald
Reagan was shot in 1981, said the As-
sociated Press, adding that it drew
new attention to concerns about po-
litical violence in a deeply polarized
United States.

"This is the worst sort of event that
can happen in that environment,
and I deeply worry that this presages
much more political violence and
social instability to come,” said Ian
Bremmer, president of political risk
research and consulting firm Eurasia
Group, said in a video posted on X,
formerly Twitter.

With Americans perceiving exis-
tential threats to democracy, he said
the willingness to use violence could
get higher than at any point since
1968 when Martin Luther King Jr. and
Robert Kennedy were assassinated,
and perhaps since the Civil War.

August: 'Forced' withdrawal
On Aug. 22, US Vice-President Ka-
mala Harris officially accepted the

Democratic Party's presidential nomination at the Demo-
cratic National Convention held at the United Center in
Chicago, "resetting and reshaping” this year's US presiden-
tial election.

On July 21, Biden was "forced" to withdraw from the
race under pressure from party leaders, lawmakers and
donors.

Before Biden's withdrawal, he and Trump exchanged
accusations, each claiming the other was a "threat to
American democracy." After Harris stepped in, she criti-
cized Trump's policy proposals while repeatedly high-
lighting his criminal record, saying that it would lead the
US into "chaos, fear, and hatred.”

In response, Trump repeatedly asserted that Harris's
status as the Democratic presidential candidate lacked
"legitimacy."

Amid intense mutual attacks between the two camps,
American media and experts believe that Harris and
Trump will engage in a prolonged "contest" until the end,
and the conflict between the two serves as a microcosm
of the nation's divisions.

"When it is over, no matter who wins, we will be more
divided, with our fragile democracy and our country's
unity at greater risk," said James Zogby, president of the
Washington-based Arab American Institute.

September: Polarizing debates

On Sept 10, Harris and Trump faced off for the first time
in a 2024 US presidential debate in the city of Philadel-
phia.

During the debate which was scheduled to last 90 min-
utes, Harris spoke for a total of 37 minutes and 41 seconds,
of which 17 minutes and 25 seconds were spent attacking
Trump. Trump, on the other hand, spoke for 43 minutes
and 3 seconds, with 12 minutes and 54 seconds dedicated
to attacking Harris, according to The New York Times.

As the election race enters the "final sprint," this "real-
ity show" of an election highlights the increasing political
divisions and polarization in the United States.

A perfect storm has been brewing for years now -
fueled by extreme polarization, political violence, historic
prosecutions and rampant disinformation, US news web-
site Axios reported, adding that mayhem is bound to rain
down in November.

October: Big Money

On Oct 19, US billionaire Elon Musk gave a $1-million
check to an attendee at the rally in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania to back Trump. He also announced a plan to give
away $1 million dollars each day until Nov 5 to a randomly
chosen person who's signed a petition from his political
action committee.

Musk, the richest man in the world, has given more
than 75 million dollars to his pro-Trump super political
action committee (PAC), according to CNN.

The money is the latest example of Musk using his
extraordinary wealth to influence the tightly con-
tested presidential race between Trump and Harris,
Reuters reported. After decades of sitting on the side-
lines of politics, Bill Gates, one of the richest people in
the world, has said privately that he recently donated
about $50 million to nonprofit organization that is sup-
porting Harris's presidential run, The New York Times
reported on Oct. 22.

Forbes has recorded 83 billionaires supporting Har-
ris and 52 backing Trump so far until Oct 30. While
many more billionaires may also financially back a can-
didate, their donations won't be learned until after the
election.

The 2024 presidential election is on track to be the
most expensive in history.

According to OpenSecrets, a nonprofit organization
that tracks and publishes data on campaign finance
and lobbying, the two major-party presidential cam-
paigns, their related super PACs, and other aligned groups
will spend more than $15.9 billion throughout the 2024
election cycle, breaking the record set in 2020, which
stood at $15.1 billion.

This once again illustrates the famous quote from for-
mer California Assembly Speaker Jesse Unruh in 1966:
Money is the mother's milk of politics.

MONDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:1T0HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS HALI HALISI
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

TUESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

WEDNESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

THURSDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS

21:00-23:00HRS
MALUMBANO YA HOJA

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

FRIDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS
21:00-23:00HRS KIPIMA JOTO

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

Tembelea mitandao ya kijamii ya GAPITAL RADIO

SATURDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:30-10:00HRS DK 90 DUNIANI
10:00-11:00HRS KADOGOO
11:00-13:00HRS BONGO HITS
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS ZAIDI YA
UMJUAVYO

16:00-18:00HRS ALIYEVUMA
18:00-21:00HRS BUZUKI TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

SUNDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:00-09:00HRS
HABARI NA MATUKIO YA WIKI

09:00-11:00HRS THE SUNDAY
11:00-13:00HRS TOP 20
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CAPITAL
MICHEZONI

16:00-18:00HRS UKURASA WA
MBELE

18:00-21:00HRS JIACHIE
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI
22:00-01:00HRS LADHA LAINI

01:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

CAPITAL RADIO
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Land rights infringements and insecure
temure drive small producers offtheir Land
Infringement of land rights, insecure temure
are pushing small producers off their land

By Correspondent Deodatus Mfugale

MALL producers are the

backbone of economic de-

velopment but in Tanzania

they face insecure tenure
and as such their contribution to
the country’s economy and other
sectors is not only negligible but
also uncertain. The bulk of these
producers comprising farmers,
herders, miners and fishers, among
others, have for more than three
decades lived in fear of becoming
landless and devoid of sources of
livelihoods. They experience in-
crease of habitat expansion, large
scale farming, expansion of pro-
tected areas and infrastructure
construction taking away large
chunks of land that could other-
wise be used for small scale pro-
duction to raise the economy at
family level and help communities
to eradicate poverty.

Talk about economic sustaina-
bility of a community or a country
in general, the picture that comes
immediately is that of land owner-
ship, land management, land rights
and secure tenure. The situation
on the ground reveals that small
producers are uncertain of tenure
and thus their future, as a result of
which the full potential of produc-
tion is not realized.

Economic development takes a
snail’s pace and failure to move out
of poverty is imminent. Under the
circumstances special groups of
small producers including women
and the youth also cannot access
land rights and few have secure
tenure rights. These are not pro-
tected.

“Small producers are not safe.
Their land tenure rights are not
protected partly because they are
not aware issues relating to land
rights and secure tenure but main-
ly because of forces outside the
land they own.Their safety lies in
their unity, knowledge and aware-
ness of their land rights so they
must unite and form a strong bond
in order to protect their land rights
and their tenure rights,” explained
Prof. Issa Shivji, (Prof. Emeritus) of
the University of Dar es Salaam. He
was speaking at the National Land
Forum 2024 and the 30th Anniver-
sary of HakiArdhi which was con-
ducted in Bagamoyo recently.

He said that for about three dec-

ades small producers have felt the
land they own is not safe from be-
ing grabbed by investors, agribusi-
ness and government for various
reasons. “The fear was first ex-
pressed in 1992 to the Presidential
Commission of Inquiry into Land
Matters and it has grown even
more today, what with increased
awareness of the importance and
value of land among the public,
rise in agribusiness, the wave of
expanding game reserves, national
parks and other protected lands, as
well other land based investments.
They are threatened by land grab-
bing that is done by both official in-
struments and private individuals,”
he explained.

The fear that was expressed to
the Presidential Commission by
small producers still exists today as
there is still no guarantee of secure
tenure for small producers. Their
land can still be taken away today
without their consent or consulta-
tion, just as was the case three dec-
ades ago. According to Prof. Shivji
the notion that all land belongs to
the public has bred corruption and
irresponsibility among land admin-
istrators who act in defiance of in-
dividual and communal land rights
and do not give opportunity for
small producers to participate in
decisions of land is use and how to
protect their tenure rights, among
others.

Failure to interpret the law has
also led to infringement of land
rights and insecure tenure. For ex-
ample, it is generally understood
that land is public property under
the stewardship of the President
of the United Republic of Tanzania
who has powers to make all deci-
sions on land matters.

The Land Act No. 4 of 1999 stipu-
lates that all land is vested on the
president as a trustee on behalf
of the people of Tanzania. “This
does not mean that the president
owns the land and neither does
it mean that the president can do
whatever he/she desires or intends
to do. It means that the power of
the president as the trustee flows
down to his/her subordinates
who have been delegated powers
and responsibilities on land mat-
ters. In this case the President’s
trusteeship is a legal aspect and
not administrative. The president
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Prof. Issa Shivji (3rd-L) shakes hands with Deputy Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human Settlements,
Lucy Kabyemera after launching the Forum. From left are Cuthbert Tomitho, HAKIARDHI Executive Director, Hellen Philip, Assistant
Commissioner of Lands, Alquin Senga HAKIARDHI Board Chairman and Bernard Baha, TALA Coordinator.

is not a beneficiary of the trustee-
ship,” explained Prof. Shivji, adding
that in the course of implement-
ing their duties some government
officials have been accused of be-
ing irresponsible and corrupt in
administering land rights. Various
processes of land administration
do not involve small producers and
the same are excluded in decisions
made about their land, much as
they the owners of land.

Very often when land is taken
from small producers on claims
that it is taken for public interest.
However small producers are part
of the public and it is only fair that
they should participate in all de-
cisions related to their land. This
would protect land rights and en-
sure secure tenure.

According to the Village Land
Act (No 5) 1999, villagers own land
and should have the final decision
on who should be allocated land.
“Village land is owned by small
producers and the village assembly
is the authority when it comes to
allocation of land to individuals or
groups of people. The decision on
land matters rests with the owners
and not the trustee and in order to
guarantee secure tenure of small
producers, villagers should be allo-
cated land by the village assembly
and subsequently be issued with a
Customary Certificate of Right of
Occupancy,” stressed Prof. Shiviji.

Now that the power of village
assemblies to allocate land has
been weakened, small producers
must unite in order to protect their

land. Such unity must incorporate
knowledge of their land rights and
tenure rights.

Speaking during the forum the
Executive Director of Tanzania
Human Rights Defenders Coali-
tion Onesmo Ole Ngurumwa ex-
plained that ownership of land has
changed hands from small produc-
ers to large scale producers and it is
a matter of time before the former
become landless and therefore be
stripped of their sources of liveli-
hoods. “We therefore have to un-
dertake a revolution in the system
of land ownership as the current
system does not provide enough
space for small producers to own
land and have secure tenure,” he
said, adding that land seals the link
between people and their lives and
their development.

“To date land is owned by the
government and the President is
the chief steward who makes final
decisions on land owned by small
producers. Such a system neither
protects land rights nor guarantees
secure tenure. It does not provide
room for participation of small
producers in making decisions
about the land they own,” he said.

Speaking at the Forum, HakiAr-
dhi Executive Director Cuthbert
Tomitho explained that village
land must be protected because all
development whether economic,
social or political depends on land.
“Industrialisation depends on land
for construction and raw materi-
als of all kinds. About 80 percent
of the rural population, mainly

small producers, are employed on
land. However, these are now being
squeezed out of land to pave way
for urbanization, mining, estate
farming and climate change. We
must therefore protect village land
from these and other threats. We
need to protect village land for the
country’s development,” he said.

Earlier when officially opening
the forum, Deputy Principal Secre-
tary Ministry of Land, Housing and
Human Settlements Development
Ms. Lucy Kabyemera highlighted
the fact that all needs and devel-
opment requirements of Tanzani-
ans depend on land. “So we need
to discuss existing challenges and
emerging ones with the view to
protecting interests of small pro-
ducers as well as local and foreign
investors,” she said.

She commended civil society
organisations for being in the fore-
front in protecting land owned by
small producers and pledged gov-
ernment support in ensuring that
their land rights are respected and
their tenure is secure.

Ms. Kabyemera also informed
delegates that the government had
finalised the review of the National
Land Policy which addresses land
rights and secure tenure for indi-
viduals, communities, investors
and other land users.

“The new policy incorporates
views and opinions from institu-
tions, individuals, civil society and
other stakeholders. It also gives di-
rection on how to resolve conflicts
and equips the various sectors

with tools to expedite services as
required so that conflicts are re-
solved quickly,” she said.

She stressed that land is impor-
tant for social and economic activi-
ties such as agriculture, pastoral-
ism, mining, fishery, construction
and transport, among others, as it
provides employment opportuni-
ties for many Tanzanians.

“The government is committed
to promote and protect interests
of small as well as large producers
who own land through custom-
ary law or through legal systems,
for the benefit of the country as
a whole. Government also recog-
nizes CCROs as proof ownership
of land and strives to protect such
land owners so that they are given
adequate, fair and timely compen-
sation whenever their land is taken
by the government, institution or
investors. There is also a need to
revamp educational and aware-
ness campaigns on equal access
to land rights for both men and
women through CCROs in a bid to
get rid or reduce gender violence,”
explained the Deputy Permanent
Secretary.

The National Land Forum is an
annual event and this time it co-
incided with celebrations to mark
the 30th anniversary of HakiArdhi.
This year’s event was organized by
HakiArdhi and Tanzania Land Alli-
ance during which discussions re-
volved on land and development in
Tanzania, focusing on customary
land governance.

Ateker border community leaders sign pacts to enhance peaceful co-existence

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

HE Leaders of the Ateker border communi-

ties comprising of Kenya’s Turkana, Ugan-

da’s Karamojong, and South Sudan’s Topo-

sa and Didinga have signed a joint report
resolving to foster peaceful co-existence, deepen
cultural linkages and amicably address community-
based issues.

The Ateker leaders who convened in Moroto,
Uganda, for the High-Level Meeting of Ateker Lead-
ers and Border Communities Sensitisation on peace-
ful co-existence, agreed to support governments’
efforts to mobilize the community to participate in
the concurrent disarmament process. This is as the
leaders noted that the illegal firearms within their
community contribute greatly to the insecurity in
the border areas.

They further resolved to use traditional and al-
ternative dispute resolution mechanisms to man-
age and resolve conflicts at the community level
and agreed to establish joint resource management
committees to address resource scarcity and pre-
vent resource-based conflicts between communi-
ties.

The leaders further urged the Governments of
Kenya and Uganda to prioritize the signing of a
resource-sharing agreement to ensure equitable
access and usage of shared resources, benefiting
border communities. In addition, they urged their
Governments to prioritize the construction of
roads, markets, abattoirs and other essential infra-
structure.

Dr. Rebecca Alitwala Kadaga, Uganda’s 1st Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of East African Commu-
nity Affairs, reaffirmed the Government of Uganda’s
commitment to implementing the resolutions from
the East African Community's first peace caravan.

The Minister emphasized that the government is
dedicated to improving infrastructure, noting that
the Suam One-Stop Border Post is nearing comple-

tion on the Ugandan side, while
the 73km tarmac road from Ka-
pchorwa to Suam has been com-
pleted.

Kadaga further outlined vari-
ous security measures that the
Ugandan Government has put in
place including; inspections of
police armories to ensure safe
weapon storage, training law en-
forcement officers in physical se-
curity and stockpile management
and marking firearms for easier
tracing.

“The government has imple-
mented a fingerprinting system
for both police and civilian-
owned firearms, creating a fo-

rensic database for crime inves-
tigations,” she said, adding that
the Anti-Stock Theft Unit (ASTU)
has been deployed to combat
livestock theft, while the Uganda
People's Defence Force (UPDF) is
conducting ongoing security op-
erations to ensure public safety.
The Minister informed attend-
ees about the recent negotiations
between the Republics of Kenya
and Uganda, resulting in a Mem-
orandum of Understanding on
the cross-border Transformation
Agenda for Uganda (Karamoja
and Sebei) and Kenya (Turkana
and West Pokot), along with a re-
source-sharing agreement for the

communities involved. "These documents
will be signed during the upcoming Sum-
mit of the Two Heads of State in Moroto,
underscoring both countries’ commitment
to achieving lasting peace and develop-
ment for these communities,” she added.
This gathering follows the First EAC
Peace Caravan for border communities of
the Atekar community, held in June-July 2023.

The initiative aims to promote peaceful co-
existence, good neighborliness, and peaceful
dispute resolution among border communi-
ties through experiential learning from suc-
cessful practices in the region.

Following the high-level meeting with At-
eker community leaders, a series of sensitiza-
tion sessions will be conducted to promote
the peace caravan's resolutions, peaceful
coexistence, and regional integration in Mo-
roto (Uganda), Lokichogio (Kenya), and Narus
(South Sudan).

On her part, Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for
East African Community, Arid and Semi-Arid
Areas (ASALs) and Regional Development,
Hon. Beatrice Moe Askul, recapped several
projects implemented by the Government of
Kenya among the border communities of Tur-
kana and West Pokot.

“We have constructed three peace dams
namely; Nakuetum in Turkana County, Kases
in West Pokot County and Forore- Aldere in
Marsabit County. We also installed the Nasal
solarized borehole in West Pokot and con-
structed Urum water distribution systems in
Turkana County,” she added.

The Minister also highlighted ongoing re-
search into conflict dynamics and adaptation
mechanisms among the Turkana, West Pokot,
and Karamoja communities.

The Minister further urged leaders to en-

sure that these resolutions are communicat-
ed within their communities for support and
implementation.

On his part, the Governor of South Sudan’s
Eastern Equatorial State, H.E. Louis Lobong
Lojore, representing the country’s Minister of
East African Community Affairs, emphasized
that economic cooperation is a key priority.
He called for discussions to focus on enhanc-
ing cross-border trade and infrastructure
development, particularly regarding shared
resources like water and pasturelands.

"This program aims to improve livelihoods
and foster integration along the borders. We
have established border committees for de-
limitation and communities should leave bor-
der matters to their respective governments
while focusing on their livelihoods. The Atek-
er should allow livestock to move freely and
graze without conflict,” he noted.

Andrea Aguer Ariik Malueth, EAC Deputy
Secretary General in charge of Infrastructure,
Productive, Social, and Political Sectors, not-
ed that decisions made in the meeting need
to have a set timeframe to ease coordination.

He urged the border communities to allow
infrastructure development to enhance the
economic and social development of the
areas.

Ariik further cited boundary contesta-
tion, delimitation, and demarcation as root
causes of disputes that have allowed new
conflict drivers to emerge, prolonging ten-
sions.

"We need to come together to fight
against the proliferation of illicit small
arms and light weapons, climate change-
induced hazards like prolonged drought,
and the perceived presence of natural re-
sources in the borderlands," he stated.
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Beyond visibility: How data-driven policing strategies
could revolutionise crime reduction in South Africa

By Asive Xali and Vanya Gastrow

OUTH Africa faces some of the highest crime
rates globally. Murders, carjackings, home
invasions, violent robberies and extortion
have become alarmingly routine in many
areas. The idea of visible policing is increasingly be-
ing seen by the South African Police Service (SAPS)
as essential to addressing the problem, especially
through police patrols and boots on the ground.

The emphasis on police visibility raises an impor-
tant question: could simply increasing police patrols
on the streets play a part in curbing South Africa’s
crime crisis?

As a strategy, ramping up the presence of police
through patrols is far from new - and can be prob-
lematic. It has been a foundational element of vis-
ible policing in South Africa for decades. However,
the effectiveness of this approach is still up for de-
bate.

At first glance, strengthening police visibility
through more patrols seems an obvious and neces-
sary means to reduce crime. A higher police pres-
ence should, after all, act as a deterrent while provid-
ing the public with a greater sense of safety.

But without a strategic framework guiding these
efforts, the results may be underwhelming. Simply
adding more officers without a clear focus general-
ly wastes valuable resources and is unlikely to keep
crime levels down in the medium term.

To make visible patrols effective, South Africa
needs to adopt a focused approach driven by data
analysis. This is where evidence-based policing (EBP)
comes into play. EBP uses data, research and proven
strategies to inform police operations. In addition to
relying on traditional policing practices or individu-
al experience or intuition, EBP stresses the need to
monitor and test interventions to assess their ability
to reduce crime.

EBP studies have shown that some visible patrols

[Yesterday’s Solutions

SAPS members walk near the family home of slain five-year-old Ditebogo Phalane in Soshanguve, north of Pretoria, following the police minister’s
visit on 14 May 2024. The visit comes after Ditebogo was shot during a hijacking, as crime has left residents living in fear. (Photo: Phill Magakoe / Gallo

Images via Getty Images)

- especially in urban areas - are more effective than others. For exam-
ple, EBP experiments in the US suggest that increased random patrols
have little, if any, impact on crime. In contrast, targeted data-driven pa-
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trols are more effective.

A policing intervention in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, found that targeted police foot patrols in
specific hotspots saw greater crime reductions com-
pared with control areas. A hotspot operation in Sac-
ramento, California, which involved police carrying
out frequent 15-minute foot patrols on high-crime
streets, showed similar results.

These studies suggest that by using crime data to
pinpoint hotspots down to street and block level, po-
lice can be deployed to areas where they are most
needed, ensuring their resources are used efficient-
ly. However, more research is needed in countries
like South Africa, where crime overlaps with acute
social, economic and infrastructural challenges.

The Institute for Security Studies (ISS) recently
piloted EBP hotspot policing projects in Mitchells
Plain, Delft, Khayelitsha, Nyanga and Gugulethu in
Cape Town. The trial involved SAPS and Law En-
forcement Advancement Plan (LEAP) patrollers
from the Western Cape government and City of Cape
Town. The evaluation is ongoing, but tentative find-
ings show positive effects on violent crime levels in
the hotspots.

The project offers a glimpse into what a more so-
phisticated approach to visible policing might look
like in South Africa. It is not just about deploying
more officers and resources on the streets. Instead,
research and evidence must be used to understand
where they are needed, how they can be most effec-
tive, and what effect their presence is actually hav-
ing.

While visible patrols can work under these condi-
tions, oversurveillance is a significant concern. Even
the best data-driven police strategies will fall short if
efforts to improve community relations are neglect-
ed. People living and working in areas subjected to
constant police surveillance often feel criminalised,
and this can foster distrust between residents and
law enforcement.

This happened in the US, where overpolicing in

minority neighbourhoods in three
Michigan cities led to feelings of
alienation and resentment. This
is relevant in South Africa, where
levels of confidence in the police
are low. Without attempts to en-
gage and build trust with com-
munities, oversurveillance could
backfire, making people feel less
secure and resentful towards law
enforcement.

South Africa must avoid a one-
dimensional approach to visible
policing. Instead, a greater police
presence must be informed by evi-
dence-based methods to direct re-
sources effectively. This involves
using international experience in
targeted patrols when designing
hotspot operations, and monitor-
ing their impact closely.

Interventions must also foster
genuine trust within commu-
nities. In Bogota, for example,
police combined intensive op-
erations with municipal services
projects to improve perceptions
of police legitimacy. This ap-
proach delivered a 45.6% greater
decrease in reported crimes in the
hotspots than in the control areas.

Without these vital compo-
nents, visible patrols may not
work and could even backfire. By
aligning policing strategies with
data-driven insights and actively
working with communities, South
Africa can achieve a more effec-
tive and equitable approach to re-
ducing crime.
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Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Turkiye expands
reach into Africa

ANKARA

Turkiye is expanding its reach into Af-
rica, banking on its defense projects and
widespread trade network, its prospects
enhanced by the lack of colonial history
weighing on Europe, diplomatic sources
say.

Speaking ahead of a ministerial meet-
ing at the weekend in Djibouti, a diplo-
matic source in Ankara said Turkiye was
a “sought-after partner” in Africa thanks
to its “non-colonial” past.

Top diplomat Hakan Fidan will be in
the tiny Horn of Africa nation on Nov. 2
and 3 for the meeting between Turkiye
and 14 African nations in a body that was
set up in 2008.

“Turkiye’s biggest advantage is its
non-colonial past. When anti-imperialist
leaders are looking for new partners,
they think first and foremost of us,” the
source said.

Although the Ottoman Empire ruled
over many territories in Africa, it lost
control of them in the 19th and early
20th centuries before the Turkish Re-
public emerged from the ashes of its col-
lapse in 1923.

As a sign of its growing influence, An-
kara has since taken on the role of me-
diator in talks between Ethiopia and
Somalia, who have been locked in a feud
over access to the ocean since June.

And with a significant level of regional
mistrust toward “both major powers,”
Turkiye was “best-suited” to lead such
negotiations as “no other actor had the
confidence of both parties,” the source
said.

Despite difficulties, talks between
Ethiopia and Somalia were moving for-
ward “at their own pace.”

Such confidence was born of a well-
established Turkish foothold in Somalia
for the past two decades, where it has
invested in agriculture and built the air-
port in Mogadishu, a military training
center, schools, and a hospital.

Last week, the Turkish exploration

vessel the Oruc Reis arrived in the So-
mali capital to start searching for oil and
natural gas under an agreement that al-
lows it to drill in three areas, each meas-
uring roughly 5,000 sq. km.

Similar exploration agreements for
oil and gas, as well as mining, were also
signed between Turkiye and Niger in
July and October.

Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan will be
in the tiny Horn of Africa nation on Nov.
2 and 3 for the meeting between Turkiye
and 14 African nations in a body set up
in 2008. Turkish mining company MTA
has three gold mines in the Sahel, also
rich in uranium.

“There is also the potential for oil and
natural gas,” said Turkish Energy Minis-
ter Alparslan Bayraktar this summer.

The Niger military protects the mines,
and Turkiye is widely regarded as a “se-
curity partner” by many countries in the
region.

Over the years, Ankara has signed mil-
itary cooperation agreements with more
than 25 African countries, supplying
them with weapons,includingdrones.'

And its hostile stance toward sanc-
tions on the regimes of Niger, Burkina
Faso, and Mali has also helped its ties
with these nations.

Turkiye is also the fourth largest arms
supplier to sub-Saharan Affrica, accord-
ing to a March study published by the
Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute.

According to Turkish diplomatic
sources, Ankara is involved in training
the armed forces in many African coun-
tries.

The sources stressed the need to “si-
multaneously invest in economic devel-
opment,” particularly in the Sahel.

“West Africa is a region dominated
by security problems,” said Senegalese
President Bassirou Diomaye Faye on
meeting his Turkish counterpart Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara, saying it was
“necessary to strengthen defense coop-
eration.”
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Gold price surge now adds
glitter to tarnished miners

NEW YORK

old price has gained

nearly 35 percent

since January. Shares

in gold miners are up
by around the same amount. De-
spite their recent run, the miners
appear a more attractive inflation
hedge than the lustrous metal
they produce.

Anyone acquainted with the
industry might find that hard to
believe. Historically, gold miners
have offered remarkably poor
protection against rising prices.

Over the past three decades
the index of US consumer prices
more than doubled and the price
of gold rose sixfold. Over the same
period, the Philadelphia Gold
and Silver Index of listed miners
climbed by about 40 percent. The
mining benchmark remains well
below its peak in 2011. Since that
date US prices and bullion have
risen by 33 percent and 55 per-
cent, respectively.

Few industries have a more dis-
mal record of allocating capital.

After the gold price took off in
the early 2000s, miners pursued
growth at any cost. They bor-
rowed freely, splurged on new
developments, and pushed up
costs by extracting gold from low
quality mines - what’s known in
the business as low-grading. Debt
levels at the four senior miners -
Newmont, Barrick Gold, Agnico
Eagle Mines and Kinross Gold -
rose to an average 50% of net as-
sets.

After the gold price dropped in
2011, the miners were left strand-

ed. Barrick, the world’s largest
miner at the time, announced
some $23 billion of asset writ-
edowns between 2012 and 2015.

Over the past decade the miners
have put their problems behind
them, says Caesar Bryan, portfolio
manager of the Gabelli Gold Fund.
They brought in new manage-
ment teams who ran the compa-
nies to generate cash rather than
maximise output. They restricted
capital spending and strength-
ened their balance sheets.

Currently, average debt for the
largest miners stands at 14 percent
of net assets. Unfortunately, how-
ever, they hit a rough patch during
the pandemic when labour short-
ages and difficulties in sourcing
mining equipment pushed up
costs. Once again, their stock pric-
es dropped sharply.

Having underperformed since
time immemorial, gold miners
are viewed with distrust - even
by industry insiders. Therein, lies
the opportunity, suggests Bryan,
quoting an astute epithet from
investment strategist Don Coxe:
“The most exciting returns are to
be had from an asset class where
those who know it best, love it
least, because they have been hurt
the most.”

Gold miners may be doing well
now but it does not feel like a genu-
ine bull market to Bryan, who has
been covering them since 1987.
Exchange-traded funds tracking
gold, and the VanEck Gold Min-
ers ETF, have experienced regular
outflows.

The mood of attendees at the
Gold Forum Americas, the world’s
largest gathering of precious met-

als investors, held this September
in Denver, Colorado, was subdued.
They were clearly frustrated by
the continued underperformance
of gold mining shares relative to
bullion - though the equities have
since caught up.

Gold miners are generating
cash, boosting dividends and
announcing plans to buy back
shares. But they still look cheap
on most valuation metrics, Bryan
maintains. Assuming the current
spot price holds, he expects sev-
eral intermediate gold miners -
including Toronto-listed Endeav-
our Mining and Dundee Precious
Metals - to generate free cash flow
equivalent to 20 percent or more
of their current market value.

Gold equities are also trading at
historically depressed levels rela-
tive to their net asset values. This
metric is arrived at by taking esti-
mated reserves, subtracting min-
ing costs and applying a 5 percent
discount rate to the resulting cash
flows. The calculation involves
many questionable assumptions,
but the key input - the forecast
gold price - is conservative.

Mining analysts at investment
banks are predicting that gold will
fall back below $2,000 an ounce
by 2028, according to Beacon Se-
curities - a drop of nearly 30 per-
cent. The gap between the spot
price and the analysts’ forecast
has never been larger.

“What this means is that the
miners’ net asset values are un-
derstated,” says Stefan Rehder,
founder and managing director
of Value Intelligence Advisors, a
Munich-based investment firm.

Govt vows continued support for private sector

By Guardian Reporter

The dustry and Trade,
Exaud Kigahe (pictured),
has reaffirmed the gov-
ernments commitment
to fostering private sector
growth, stating that the ad-
ministration will continue
to support industries with
incentives to stimulate
economic contributions
through tax revenue, job
creation, and technology
transfer.

Kigahe made these re-
marks during a visit to
Serengeti Breweries Lim-
ited (SBL) by the Parlia-
mentary Committee on
Industry and Trade, which
was assessing industrial
progress in Dar es Salaam.

The committee’s chair-
man, Deodatus Mwanyika,
highlighted that the visit
was key to understand-
ing challenges within the
industry and supporting
initiatives that align with
Tanzania’s broader eco-
nomic goals.

Mwanyika noted, “Our
visit to SBL is a significant
step in promoting policies

that drive revenue growth,
boost local production,
and enhance economic
resilience.”

Mwanyika said the
government vision is to
ensure competitive indus-
trial sector, as stipulated in
the national development

vision.

The committee’s objec-
tive was to gain insight
into issues facing indus-
tries, with plans to consult
stakeholders to establish a
more conducive environ-
ment for local industry ex-
pansion. This is expected

to help drive Tanzania’s
economic transformation
and build a selfreliant
economy.

SBL’'s Managing Direc-
tor, Obinna Anyalebechi,
called for a more predict-
able tax framework that
would encourage invest-
ment.

He expressed concern
over the current excise
tax policy, which he ar-
gued favors certain play-
ers and hinders industry
growth. Currently, an
excise tax concession
of 620/- per liter applies
only to beer made from
local malt, while import-
ed malt beer is taxed at
918/- per liter, a disparity
that disadvantages small-
er producers like SBL and
East African Spirits Lim-
ited.

“Our smaller produc-
tion volumes don’t justify
the investment in a local
malting facility,” Anyalebe-
chi explained.

He proposed an inter-
mediate tax band of 680/-
per liter for beers with 75

percent local content to
encourage broader indus-
try participation.

According to the MD,
the proposed rate will
stablilise the price of beer
and carter for abrupt con-
sumption of informal alco-
hol and might led into the
reduction the retail price
by 26 percent per litre.

The company also
warned that the tax dis-
parity could result in price
increases and a potential
rise in illicit alcohol pro-
duction.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of supporting local
sourcing and agriculture,
Anyalebechi argued that
this approach, rather than
imposing additional taxes,
would contribute sustain-
able revenue growth while
maintaining industry sta-
bility and consumer af-
fordability.

The brewery company
estimates that such sup-
portive measures could
boost annual government
revenue to 71.8bn/-.

Jakaya Kikwete lauds bank for supporting cardiac treatment

Former President Jakaya Kikwete receives a dummy cheque for 1bn/- from NMB Bank’s Chief Executive Officer, Ruth
Zaipuna during a fundraising dinner aimed at supporting heart treatment for underprivileged children at the Jakaya
Kikwete Cardiac Institute (JKCI) over the weekend in Dar es Salaam. Looking on are Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly Mussa Hassan Zungu (4th-R), and the Minister for Industry and Trade, Dr. Suleiman Jaffo (S5th-L). Photo:

Guardian Correspondent.

By Guardian Reporter

FORMER President Ja-
kaya Kikwete has praised
NMB Bank for its support
of cardiac treatment for
underprivileged children
at the Jakaya Kikwete Car-
diac Institute (JKCI), stating
that the bank’s contribu-
tions will significantly ben-
efit families facing heart
complications.

Kikwete made these re-
marks during the ‘Night
of Giving’ fundraising din-
ner organized by JKCI,
where the bank presented
a symbolic cheque of 1bn/-
following a recently signed
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU). Under the
four-year agreement, NMB
Bank will provide 250m/-
annually to assist child

patients undergoing treat-
ment at JKCI.

“I commend NMB Bank
for supporting this noble
cause that will bring hope
to over 1,500 children di-
agnosed with heart com-
plications. The current
government, under Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan,
covers 70 percent of all
treatment costs, and con-
tributions from NMB and
other partners will ensure
that underprivileged chil-
dren receive the care they
need,” he stated.

Kikwete emphasized the
urgency of the situation,
noting that 500 of the di-
agnosed children require
immediate treatment. “If
funding for their care is
not raised, their lives are at
risk,” he warned.

Ruth Zaipuna, the bank’s
CEO, reiterated the bank’s
commitment to support
the health sector, empha-
sizing the high costs of car-
diac treatment that many
families cannot afford. “We
decided to partner with
JKCI to bridge this financial
gap and bring relief to par-
ents whose children are
battling heart issues,” she
said.

Zaipuna also urged oth-
er corporate entities to join
this noble cause, highlight-
ing that collective efforts
will help JKCI achieve its
goals.

Dr. Peter Kisenge, Execu-
tive Director of JKCI, noted
that more than 97 percent
of heart complications
are now treated locally,
which was not the case in

the past. “Out of every 100
children born, 1 or 2 are di-
agnosed with heart condi-
tions. We perform over 743
open-heart surgeries annu-
ally, which is unmatched in
East and Central Africa,”
he said. Since its inception
in 2015, JKCI has conduct-
ed over 4,839 heart surger-
ies and has treated more
than 608,000 patients. Dr.
Kisenge also mentioned
the institute’s “Samia Out-
reach Program,” which
has reached 17,000 people
across 17 regions to pro-
vide cardiac services at the
grassroots level.

Abdulmarik Mollel, a
trustee on the JKCI board,
announced that over
2.7bn/- was raised during
the ‘Night of Giving’ gala
event.
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UDSM unveils cybersecurity club to tackle digital security threats

By Guardian Reporter

HE University

of Dar es Salaam

(UDSM), in partner-

ship with the local

telecom company,
has launched a special club
aimed at increasing student
interest in cybersecurity and
providing hands-on experi-
ence in tackling digital secu-
rity threats.

In addition to establish-
ing the UDSM Cybersecu-
rity Club, the two organi-
zations hosted a Capture
the Flag (CTF) Challenge
at the College of Informa-
tion and Communication
Technologies (CoICT).

This competition allows
participants to solve com-
puter security-related puz-
zles in order to uncover
hidden ‘flags.’

During the launch in
Dar es Salaam over the
weekend, Vodacom’s
head of cybersecurity,
Joel Kazoba, under-
scored the significance
of blending theoretical
knowledge with practical
experience.

He stated that the club
will facilitate collaboration
among industry experts,
students, and government
leaders.

“The club will offer
students practical train-

ing and exposure to
real-world challenges in
digital security, ultimate-
ly contributing to the
protection of Tanzania’s
digital future,” Kazoba
explained.

He added that the CTF
format enhances skills
in both hacking and sys-
tem protection. “Each
challenge represents a
security  vulnerability
that teams must identify
and address, promoting
critical thinking and skill
development. Through
CTFs, students learn to
think like cybersecurity
professionals—analyzing
weaknesses,  assessing

risks, and developing
solutions to real-world
threats,” he said.
Kinondoni District Ad-
ministrative Secretary
Warda Obathany empha-
sized the initiative’s im-
portance, noting that its
establishment marks a sig-
nificant step toward meet-
ing Tanzania’s increasing
demand for skilled cyber-
security professionals.
“Cybersecurity  clubs
are more than just extra-
curricular activities; they
serve as training grounds
for tomorrow’s digital de-
fenders,” Obathany stated.
“With the nation’s expand-
ing digital landscape in-

creasingly vulnerable to
global cyber threats, the
need for local cybersecu-
rity experts who under-
stand Tanzania’s unique
challenges is critical. This
initiative significantly ad-
vances our efforts to cul-
tivate skilled professionals
in this field.”

Prof. Baraka Maiseli,
head of Electronic and
Telecommunications En-
gineering at CoICT, high-
lighted that this collabo-
ration offers students a
pathway into the cyberse-
curity industry, providing
invaluable insights, men-
torship, and networking
opportunities to support

their career development.

“We thank the telecom
company for investing in
this initiative, which re-
flects a long-term vision
for a digitally secure Tan-
zania, preparing young
leaders to tackle evolving
cybersecurity challenges,”
he said.

He noted that as cyber
threats continue to evolve,
proactive training and
skill-building become in-
creasingly vital.

“Through this initiative,
the partners are not only
nurturing skilled cyber-
security experts but also
contributing to a safer
and more resilient digital

future for all Tanzanians.
The club’s activities and
future CTF challenges will
continue to inspire, edu-
cate, and empower Sstu-
dents to become leaders
in cybersecurity, ensuring
Tanzania remains secure
in the digital age,” Prof.
Maiseli concluded.
Cybersecurity in Tanza-
nia is a growing concern
as digital transformation
accelerates across various
sectors, from banking and
telecommunications  to
government services.
Increased internet pen-
etration and mobile mon-
ey adoption have made
digital infrastructure an

integral part of Tanzania’s
economy, but they have
also introduced significant
vulnerabilities.

Key challenges in Tan-
zania’s cybersecurity land-
scape include limited cy-
bersecurity infrastructure,
a shortage of skilled pro-
fessionals, and inadequate
public awareness of cyber
risks.

The government has es-
tablished some legal and
regulatory  frameworks
for cybersecurity, includ-
ing the Cybercrimes Act
of 2015, which criminal-
izes various cyber offenses
such as fraud, identity
theft, and data breaches.

Kilindi's livestock keepers seeking
ministry support for grazing grass

Lake Victoria’s ports prepare for

By Beatrice Philemon, Kilindi

Livestock keepers in Lusane vil-
lage, Kilindi District, Tanga Region,
are urging the Ministry of Livestock
and Fisheries to supply drought-re-
sistant grass for their grazing areas.

Parkole Logani, chairman of the
Lusane Pastoralists Association,
made this appeal during a recent
visit from journalists and represent-
atives of the Tanzania Community
Forest Conservation Network (MJU-
MITA) and the Tanzania Forest Con-
servation Group (TFCG) to assess the
Integrated Forest Biomass Energy
Solutions for Tanzania (IFBEST) pro-
ject.

Logani stated, “We face drought
and limited grazing, especially dur-
ing dry seasons. Grass would sig-
nificantly help our community.”
The village, funded by the European
Union (EU), has designated 2,050.65
hectares for cattle grazing but still
experiences shortages, prompting
residents to seek pasture in neigh-
boring villages like Kibati, Dibuluma,
and Mmbogo.

Currently, Lusane has approxi-
mately 6,000 cattle and requires
additional infrastructure, including
three charco dams, cattle dips, and
water wells for household use, along
with training on modern livestock
practices. With EU support, the vil-
lage also resolved a 27-year bound-
ary dispute with Kitingi village.

Before the IFBEST project, farm-
ers encroached on livestock routes,
leading to disputes and fines for
pastoralists. “We hope the new land-
use plan will reduce these conflicts,”
Logani added. Pastor Isaya Nyange
of Nameloki Baptist Church noted
improved security and development

in Lusane since the project’s initia-
tion, which has helped strengthen
village boundaries and foster better
cooperation with neighboring areas.

However, boundary verification
between Kilindi and Mvomero dis-
tricts remains incomplete. Residents
have appealed to the Land Commis-
sioners of Tanga and Morogoro to
finalize these boundaries, as unclear
borders have led to conflicts with
individuals from Mvomero District,
who reportedly cut down trees and
farm within Lusane’s village for-
est reserve. “They claim the land
belongs to Kibati village when con-
fronted,” Nyange stated.

Access to safe water is another
critical issue, with approximately
2,500 people in Lusane lacking re-
liable sources for domestic use and
livestock. “Women and children
often walk 6-8 km to collect unsafe
water,” Nyange explained, urging
government intervention to provide
safe drinking water. Health issues
linked to poor water quality, such
as typhoid and stomach ulcers, are
prevalent, hindering community
engagement in development activi-
ties as time spent gathering water
could otherwise be used for devel-
opment.

Lusane has established Village
Savings and Loans Associations (VS-
LAs) to support economic activities,
including livestock trading, but these
groups require additional funding,
seeking donor support to raise at
least 400m/- to expand their opera-
tions. Rachel Tobias, a member of the
village land-use planning committee,
noted that the IFBEST project has
helped allocate land for agriculture,
residential areas, water wells, village
forests, and grazing plots.

Isaya Nyange, Pastor of the Nameloki
Baptist Church in Lusane Village.
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

This structured land use has en-
hanced security and attracted neigh-
boring villagers to Lusane, recogniz-
ing the peaceful resolution of past
disputes.

The village has also set aside 1,897
hectares for sustainable charcoal
and timber harvesting. According
to Sadick Mungia, chairman of the
natural resource committee, they
seek equipment such as uniforms,
transportation, and gumboots to aid
their conservation efforts.

Logani emphasized that, despite
95 percent of Lusane’s residents be-
ing livestock keepers, they still strug-
gle with inadequate grazing land. Ac-
cess to drought-resistant grass from
the Ministry would enable them to
cultivate their reserved grazing area
and reduce dependence on pastures
in other regions.

As the IFBEST project progress-
es, villagers hope for expansion to
nearby communities, fostering a
collective approach to sustainable
resource management and develop-
ment.

TARI calls for further researches
on improved seeds, technologies

By Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

The Tanzania Agricultural Re-
search Institute (TARI) has reaf-
firmed its commitment to advancing
research on improved seed varie-
ties and agricultural technologies to
boost productivity and meet nation-
al agriculture targets.

Despite progress in the seed pro-
duction sector, TARI is focused on
increasing farmer engagement to
further enhance outcomes.

This message was delivered by
TART’s Director General, Dr. Thomas
Bwana, during a recent workshop in
Dodoma that gathered agricultural
experts to discuss market insights
and seed systems for groundnut,
sorghum, and bean crops.

The forum provided a platform
for stakeholders to share feedback
on the latest improved seed varie-
ties released for these crops under
the Accelerated Varietal Turnover
for Pollinated Crops (ACCELERATE)
project.

Dr. Bwana assured stakeholders
that TARI would continue to develop
solutions addressing key challenges
in agriculture, including climate
change impacts. Recently, TARI in-
troduced 16 improved varieties for

TARI's Director General, Dr. Thomas
Bwana

beans, groundnuts, and sorghum.
These include TARIBEAN 6 through
TARIBEAN 11 for beans, TARIKA 1
and TARIKA 2 for groundnuts, and
TARISOR 1 and TARISOR 2 for sor-
ghum.

Emmanuel Thomas, National
Coordinator for the AVISA project,
emphasized the workshop’s role in

guiding stakeholders on the adop-
tion of new varieties and the im-
portance of market intelligence. He
noted that this collaboration would
help unlock market opportunities
and enhance farmers’ access to cli-
mate-resilient seeds.

The ACCELERATE project focuses
on promoting improved, climate-re-
silient seed varieties across Tanzania
and Africa, aiming to boost adoption
among small-scale farmers.

Chamwino-based farmer Olipa
Mahala shared her success with the
improved TARISOR 1 sorghum vari-
ety, which increased her yield from
4-5 to 15-20 sacks per hectare.

Agatha Lazier, a peanut butter
processor from Dar es Salaam, urged
farmers to seek expert guidance
from TARI to optimize crop selection
and enhance productivity.

The workshop attracted research-
ers, farmers, and entrepreneurs in-
volved in the groundnut, sorghum,
and bean value chains, fostering
knowledge exchange.

Similar workshops in Arusha
and Dar es Salaam also drew par-
ticipation from 224 stakeholders,
organized in collaboration with the
International Maize and Wheat Im-
provement Center (CIMMYT).

passengers surge after upgrades

By Guardian
Mwanza

Correspondent,

Passenger numbers on Lake Vic-
toria are projected to double next
year due to significant port expan-
sion and the anticipated launch of
MV Mwanza Hapa Kazi Tu, a high-
capacity passenger and cargo ves-
sel.

Erasto Lugenge, Lake Victoria
Ports Manager, shared that the gov-
ernment’s 60bn/- investment in
Lake Zone ports aims to transform
transportation across the region.
Current ports handle approximate-
ly 1.64 million passengers annually,
a figure expected to exceed 3 mil-
lion following the upgrades.

The investment includes 18.6bn/-
for Mwanza North Port, with the
remaining funds allocated to Ke-
mondo and Bukoba ports. These
upgrades are tailored to support
the MV Mwanza Hapa Kazi Tu, set
to be East Africa’s largest passenger
vessel upon completion.

This 92-meter vessel, still under
construction, will carry 1,200 pas-
sengers, 400 tonnes of cargo, 20
small vehicles, and three heavy
trucks—a significant improvement
over the MV Victoria, which holds
600 passengers.

The expansion will also boost
revenue. Currently, Tanzania Ports
Authority (TPA) collects 4bn/- from

Lake Zone ports, a figure expected
to reach 8bn/- post-upgrade.

The project, launched in May last
year with an 18-month timeline, is
now 44 percent complete. Lugenge
noted some delays due to the need
for adequate space to continue port
operations amid construction. Ad-
justments were also made to the
port design to accommodate the
new ship’s specifications, which im-
pacted the schedule.

TPA Public Relations Officer
Enock Bwigane expressed appre-
ciation for the government’s prior-
itization of the Lake Zone’s develop-
ment.

“We thank the government for
this crucial 60bn/- investment. Be-
yond revenue growth, the upgrades
will increase cargo handling capac-
ity and streamline transportation in
the region,” Bwigane said.

The upcoming Standard Gauge
Railway (SGR) completion is ex-
pected to further ease travel be-
tween the Lake Zone and other
regions, enhancing connectivity for
both cargo and passengers.

By supporting efficient transport,
the government aims to stimulate
economic growth in the Lake Zone
and beyond.

Ongoing renovations work on Kemondo Bay Port’s depth and quay length.

Photo: Guardian Correspondent

New payment system to ofter
inbound remittance services

By Guardian Reporter

Kuda, the fintech company behind
the money app for Africans, has se-
cured a Payment Service Provider
(PSP) licence in Tanzania.

With the licence, issued by the
Bank of Tanzania (BoT), Kuda can
now offer inbound remittance ser-
vices - which currently cost an aver-
age of 6.35 percent of the amount
sent - to the Tanzanian diaspora in
the UK, the EU, the US, and Canada,
furthering the fintech company’s
goal of making financial services ac-
cessible, affordable and rewarding
for Africans across the world.

With this newly obtained PSP li-

cence, Kuda will make it easier for
Tanzanians to receive personal and
business payments from abroad.

Kuda customers in the country
will also have access to a variety of
payment methods, including cards,
mobile money, bank transfers, USSD,
and EFT. In addition, Tanzanian
businesses can accept payments se-
curely and efficiently through Kuda’s
merchant services.

This development is set to signifi-
cantly benefit the Tanzanian diaspo-
ra, who frequently send remittances
to support family members, fund lo-
cal businesses, or contribute to their
communities back home.

According to the Bank of Tanza-

nia (BoT), remittances to Tanzania
reached $569.3 million in 2021, dem-
onstrating the importance of cross-
border payments in supporting the
country’s economic growth.

Babs Ogundeyi, Group CEO of
Kuda Technologies said, “Obtaining
the PSP licence in Tanzania is a land-
mark achievement for Kuda as we
continue expanding our footprint
across Africa. Tanzania is a critical
market for us, and this licence ena-
bles us to provide innovative and
cost-effective solutions for cross-bor-
der payments. We are committed to
empowering the Tanzanian diaspo-
ra and supporting economic growth
in the region by delivering secure,
seamless remittance services that
foster greater financial inclusion.”

Tanzania is a key market for Kuda,
and obtaining a licence is the most
important step towards supporting
the country’s growing economy and
fostering deeper connections with
the Tanzanian diaspora.

Founded in 2019 by CEO Babs
Ogundeyi and CTO Musty Musta-
pha, Kuda is a fintech company on
a mission to make financial services
accessible, affordable and rewarding
for every African on the planet.

The company has been at the
forefront of innovation and financial
inclusion in Nigeria since its launch
five years ago, with over 7 million
B2C customers and over 100,000
B2B customers.



Monday 4 November 2024

15

BUSINESS NEWS

Gliardian

Foreign investors grow interest in Egypt’s food manufacturing

By Noha El Hennawy

oreign investors are showing

a growing interest in manu-

facturing industries, especially

food manufacturing; how-

ever, the scarcity of qualified
assets remains an obstacle, according to
Moustafa El-Shenety, Managing Partner
and Head of Investment Banking at Zilla
Capital.

“I have a clear mandate from in-
ternational foreign investors to find
qualified scalable assets in the food
manufacturing sector, where they
seek to acquire minority or majority
stakes,” Shenety told Zawya. He went
on to explain that his investors are
looking for companies with robust
manufacturing facilities, exportable
products and whose business models
entail import-substitution.

“The reality is that we have either
companies with no scalable assets or
companies that are big enough [al-
ready] and are not interested in any
further transactions to scale up,” he
said.

Egypt's manufacturing sector,
which contributes nearly 15 percent
of the GDP, is dominated by private
enterprises. However, nearly 92 per-
cent of the country’s private sector is
represented by micro-businesses that
are usually hard to scale up. Potential-
ly scalable small and medium enter-
prises, constitute less than 6 percent,
according to official figures.

Limited access to finance and the
heavy reliance on imported raw ma-
terials have long been seen as chronic
obstacles to the growth of the manu-

facturing sector. However, according
to Shenety, the government’s recent
commitment to supporting manufac-
turing businesses, and to localize more
industries may improve the sector’s
prospects and hence attract more for-
eign investors, who see Egypt as a po-
tential export hub to Africa.

For years, crowding out by the public

sector has discouraged private inves-
tors from deploying funds in manufac-
turing industries. However, the recent
agreement with the IMF, whereby the
Egyptian government committed to re-
duce its footprint in the economy, may
offer enough assurances to investors,
according to Shenety.

“In the last 18 months, we have not

seen any crowding out in the food
manufacturing business,” he said. “We
think the government has learned the
lesson from what happened in the last
few years. We were on the brink of de-
fault because of so many external and
internal strategic reasons, and they
[the government] do not want to go
through such tough times again.”

Last year, Egypt experienced one of
its worst foreign currency crunches
in decades, prompting fears of a sov-
ereign default. In February, the UAE
threw the country a lifeline by signing a
$35 billion investment deal to develop
the Mediterranean resort of Ras el-
Hikmah.

Pharmaceuticals is another sector

that is expected to attract
more FDIs in the coming
period, said Shenety, es-
pecially after the govern-
ment’s June revision of
drug prices, which author-
ized an increase of at least
20 percent. The move was
welcomed by drug manu-
facturers in the country,
who have been struggling
with the rising cost of pro-
duction following the de-
preciation of the Egyptian
pound.

“Last year, we were in-
volved in many transac-
tions in the [pharmaceu-
tical] sector, but they all
got frozen because of the
government’s mandatory
pricing policy,” he said.
“However, recently, we
have become active again
in two big deals, after the
government’s recent move
on prices. We expect to
close one of those deals in
Q12025

Founded in 2018, Zilla
Capital caters primarily to
Africa-based private equity
firms and GCC investors.
The firm runs offices in
Cairo, Riyadh, Abu -Dhabi,
Dubai and Nairobi and
has so far closed a total of
nearly 15 merger and ac-
quisition deals across the
MENA region.

Farmers to combat climate

change with weather data

By Correspondent
Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

The Tanzania Data Lab
(dLab) and the University
of Dar es Salaam (UDSM)
have launched a project
aimed at helping farmers
in Dodoma, Manyara, and
Pemba regions mitigate
climate change effects
through improved use of
weather information.

The two-year initia-
tive, targeting youth and
women farmers, will train
beneficiaries to utilize data
from the Tanzania Meteor-
ological Authority (TMA)
to boost productivity and
adapt to changing weather
patterns.

Speaking at the launch
in Dodoma, Dr. Godfrey
Justo, a senior researcher
from UDSM, said the pro-
ject will empower farm-
ers with the knowledge to
leverage TMAs weather
reports to counteract cli-

schedules and seed varie-
ties.

“Knowing the seasonal
rainfall and drought pat-
terns will allow farmers to
select resilient seed varie-
ties that can thrive under
anticipated conditions,”
he added. Climate change
often disrupts rainfall pat-
terns, making weather
data crucial for farmers’
planning and prepared-
ness.

Assistant Director of
Economic and Produc-
tion Sectors, President’s
Office for Regional Ad-
ministrations and Local
Governments, Eng. Enock
Nyanda, expressed gov-
ernment support for the
project. He affirmed that
the government, through
the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and TMA, will work
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part of broader efforts to
boost economic growth
and counter foreign cur-
rency shortages.

Dollar shortages have
been a major constraint
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them into the local finan-
cial system will not have
to pay tax on any earnings
from interest.
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Harris tops Trump
in Iowa in latest Des
Moines Register poll

WASHINGTON

US Democratic presidential candi-
date Kamala Harris has surpassed Re-
publican Donald Trump in a new poll in
Towa, with likely women voters respon-
sible for the turnaround in a state that
Trump easily won in 2016 and 2020, ac-
cording to a Des Moines Register/Media-
com Iowa Poll released on Saturday.

The poll of 808 likely voters, who
were surveyed Oct 28-31, has Harris
leading Trump 47-44 percent in Iowa,
which has been trending deeply Repub-
lican in recent years. It is within the 3.4
percentage point margin of error, but it

marked a turnaround from a September
Iowa Poll that had Trump with a 4-point
lead, the newspaper reported.

“The poll shows that women — par-
ticularly those who are older or who are
politically independent — are driving
the late shift toward Harris,” the Regis-
ter said.

Trump won Iowa in his past two
presidential campaigns by more than 9
percentage points in 2016 and 8 points
in 2020.

The Trump campaign released a
memo from its chief pollster and its
chief data consultant calling the Des
Moines Register poll “a clear outlier,”

This combination of file photos shows Democratic presidential nominee Vice- President
Kamala Harris (left), speaking at a campaign rally Oct 18, 2024, in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and Republican presidential nominee former president Donald Trump, speaking at a cam-
paign rally Oct 22, 2024, in Greensboro, North Carolina. AP

and saying that an Emerson College
poll - also released Saturday - more
closely reflected the state of the lowa
electorate.

The Emerson College Polling/Re-
alClearDefense survey of a similar
number of likely voters Nov 1-2 had
a starkly different result, with Trump
leading Harris by 10 points. This poll
also has a 3.4 percentage point mar-
gin of error.

The Emerson College survey had
Trump with strong leads over Harris
among men and independents, while
Harris was performing well with
those under the age of 30.

day.

Nationally, Harris and Trump are
seen locked in a tight race for the
White House, with early voting well
underway. Election Day is on Tues-

Whoever wins lowa will collect
six Electoral College votes. A total of
270 are needed to capture the White
House. Both parties have been con-
centrating their efforts during the
closing days of their campaigns on
“battleground” states such as North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin.

UK’s Starmer pledges more growth reforms after budget hit markets

LONDON

BRITISH Prime Minister Keir Starmer
promised reforms to speed up the econ-
omy and overhaul the public sector after
the Labour governments first budget
failed to boost the growth outlook and
sent government bond prices into a two-
day dive.

Finance minister Rachel Reeves an-
nounced a plan on Wednesday that
included big increases in tax, borrow-
ing and spending, but Britain’s budget
watchdog judged that economic growth
beyond next year would be weaker than
it previously thought.

British government bond prices fell in
the hours after her speech and again on
Thursday, sending borrowing costs up
sharply, before stabilizing on Friday.

Writing in the Financial Times on Sat-
urday, Starmer said the budget was a
“first step on our mission for growth”
but also opened the way for reform of
“our creaking central state” and its pub-
lic services as well as more private sector
investment.

“Just as we cannot tax and spend our
way to prosperity, nor can we simply
spend our way to better public services,”
he wrote, addressing concerns that the
health system and other services needed
more than just extra cash to improve.

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer (right) and Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel
Reeves (L) speak with members of staff during a visit to University Hospital Coventry and
Warwickshire, in Coventry, central England, on Oct 31, 2024. AP

Some analysts have said that without
reform the government may need to raise
taxes again in future to fix the public sector,
despite Reeves’ pledge that her budget was
intended to “wipe the slate clean”.

Starmer listed plans to meet his prom-
ise to voters in July’s election to double
Britain’s economic growth pace such as

housing targets, planning system reforms,
quicker approval of clean energy projects
and a review of how regulators operate.
“This process involves detailed, often
painstaking work. For that reason, it is
not yet ready to be included in the OBR’s
forecast for growth,” he said, referring to
the Office for Budget Responsibility whose

forecasts underpin the budget.

“However, we should be op-
timistic about the potential,”
Starmer wrote, focusing on the
importance of private sector
investment alongside a big in-
crease in public infrastructure
spending.

The budget was quickly wel-
comed by the International
Monetary Fund and on Saturday
it also won applause from Mario
Draghi, the former European
Central Bank president who
recently advised the European
Union on how to boost competi-
tiveness.

“The UK government has cho-
sen to significantly raise public
investment over the next five
years and has adopted precise
rules to ensure that borrowing
is used only to fund this invest-
ment,” he wrote also in the FT.

“Moreover, in order to ensure
the quality of spending, trans-
actions will be validated by
independent authorities. This
increases the likelihood that
public investment has a positive
net present value and so sup-
ports fiscal sustainability.”

Agencies

Russia fully supports North Korea’s actions to curb US aggressive policy - MFA

MOSCow

RUSSIAN  Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov at a meet-
ing with North Korean For-
eign Minister Choe Son Hui
expressed full support for
Pyongyang’s actions to deter
the West’s aggressive policy,
the Russian diplomatic minis-
try said in a statement follow-
ing the ministers’ talks on No-
vember 1.

“The parties acknowledged
that the aggravation of ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula,

North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui and Russian Foreign

reaffirmed their firm commit-
ment to the implementation of
the comprehensive strategic
partnership treaty, which se-
cured “bringing the tradition-
ally friendly Russian-Korean
relations to a new level.”

The ministry also pointed
out that Moscow and Pyong-
yang agree in their assess-
ments of the current situation
in the world on key interna-
tional issues.

“The strategic consultations
between the foreign minis-
ters of the two countries play

as well as in Northeast Asia
and other regions, is primar-
ily due to provocative actions
by the US and its allies. The
Russian side reaffirmed its full

Minister Sergey Lavrov

support for North Korea’s mea-
sures aimed at countering the
aggressive policies of the US
and its partners, emphasizing

the importance of maintain-

ing peace and stability in the

region,” the ministry noted.
Lavrov and Choe Son Hui

a vital role in advancing and
expanding bilateral relations,
reflecting the comprehensive
strategic partnership between
Russia and North Korea,” the

statement reads.

“The two sides agreed to
continue strategic consulta-
tions between foreign minis-
ters, as well as dialogue and ex-
changes between the foreign
ministries of the two countries
at various levels,” the depart-
ment added.

The ministry also pointed
out that the parties discussed
practical issues of bilateral re-
lations development during
strategic consultations. “Mean-
while, the parties focused on
the implementation of the
agreements reached during
the state visit of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to North
Korea in June,” the ministry
said. Agencies

Lawsuit of its kind involving two giants’
minerals firms set for healing in Dar

JOHANNESBURG

A lawsuit of its kind involving two giant companies in
graphite mining, Pula PLC and African Rainbow Minerals
Limited, is set for healing in Dar es Salaam at the High
Court Commercial division today.

The case was initially adjourned following a request
by the first and second respondents to file an applica-
tion at the Court of Appeal requesting a revision of the
main suit. Pula Plc has sued African Rainbow Minerals
Ltd. for breach of contract and demands $195 million in
damages.

South African billionaire Patrice Motsepe and his asso-
ciate companies are being sued for $195 million in Tanza-
nia, with one of the biggest suits to appear in front of the
country’s commercial court set to resume.

Tanzanian mining firm Pula Group is suing Mot-
sepe and his associate companies — including African
Rainbow Minerals, African Rainbow Capital, and ARCH
Emerging Markets — for allegedly breaching a non-com-
pete contract when it invested in Australia’s Evolution
Energy Minerals, located next to Pula’s graphite project,
said the company chairman Charles Stith.

“The amount was based on a third-party valuation of
what Pula stands to lose due to the competitive disad-
vantage resulting from the Motsepe associated compa-
nies’ violation of confidentiality and non-compete agree-
ment,” Stith said in an interview.

Motsepe and associated companies have denied any
breach and said Pula’s allegations and claims have no
merit.

“ARM was considering investing in minerals that it had
not mined in the past when the Pula graphite project was
presented to it for its consideration,” an ARM spokesper-
son said. “ARM concluded a confidentiality agreement
with Pula and subsequently decided not to invest in the
project, and communicated the decision to Pula.”

The company declined to comment further on the
matter now before the court.

Pula said a two-year non-compete contract had been
in place, and that Motsepe companies talked to and did
the deal with the Australian company within that period.

Stith, a former US ambassador to Tanzania, said the
majority of exploration in Tanzania is done by Australian
and Canadian companies, and that unfair and predatory
practices of companies like ARM perpetuate the dispar-
ity in the mining sector, to the detriment of Tanzanians.

“A similar dynamic existed across the continent of
Africa, and the case is expected to set a legal precedent
in protecting the rights of local mining and exploration
companies competing against international counter-
parts in Tanzania,” he said.

Pula has been trying to get the case off the ground with
some back-and-forth from the Motsepe group of compa-
nies, which claimed they weren’t properly served or that
Tanzania doesn’t have jurisdiction, Stith said. In some
instances, ARM’s legal team has failed to appear in court,
he added.

The lawsuit under Judge Abdallah Gonzi is set to give
an order today on whether to continue with the main
suit while there is a pending application from the first,
and second respondent who seek litigation to have a re-
vision of the main suit. Agencies

Chinese spokesperson: Foreign
leaders to attend 7th CIIE

BEIJING

AT the invitation of Chinese Premier Li Qiang, foreign
leaders including Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him, Uzbek Prime Minister Abdulla Aripov, Slovak Prime
Minister Robert Fico, Kazakh Prime Minister Olzhas Bek-
tenov, Mongolian Prime Minister Luvsannamsrai Oyun-
Erdene and Serbian Prime Minister Milos Vucevic will
attend the opening ceremony of the 7th China Interna-
tional Import Expo (CIIE) and relevant events, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning announced yesterday.

The 7th CIIE will be held in Shanghai from Nov 5 to 10.

Xinhua

This photo taken on Saturday shows the south square of the
National Exhibition and Convention Center (Shanghai), the main
venue for the 7th China International Import Expo (CIIE), in east
China’s Shanghai. The center has been fully decorated to wel-
come the upcoming 7th CIIE, which is scheduled to take place in
Shanghai from Nov. 5 to Nov. 10. Xinhua

Battle over ‘life’ in power struggle of American politics

BEIJING

U.S. media revealed in Sep-
tember a tragic death case that
happened in 2022: 28-year-old
Amber Nicole Thurman from
the state of Georgia took abor-
tion pills but, due to compli-
cations, still needed surgical
procedures to complete the
process.

Just in that year, the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade, a landmark de-
cision in 1973 that secured
the country’s constitutional
right to abortion. The state of
Georgia then made routine

procedures of dilation and
curettage a felony, with doc-
tors facing up to a decade in
prison for violations. Thur-
man thus had to wait for long
hours and eventually died of
infections in a hospital that
could have saved her.

The New York Times com-
mented that when such sto-
ries are exposed, they “can
be used by either side of the
political spectrum to advance
its causes.” Currently, ten
US. states have made abor-
tion rights a key topic for
the 2024 elections. With the
debate over “life” now being

completely partisan, abortion
rights have been transformed
into a political symbol, further
widening the divisions split-
ting the American society.

ABORTION AS POLITI-
CAL, NOT HEALTH ISSUE

Prior to the 1970s, U.S. poli-
ticians’ views on abortion
didn’t break down along neat
party lines.

In Congress, Republicans
voted against abortion at
about the same rate as Demo-
crats. The turning point came
in 1972 when Republican
Richard Nixon used an anti-

abortion stance to win Catho-
lic voters and other social con-
servatives.

The shift against abortion
rights was aimed to portray
the Republican Party as pro-
family and mobilize socially
conservative voters, gradually
making abortion a partisan is-
sue.

A May study by the Public
Religion Research Institute
(PRRI) showed that Republi-
cans and Democrats are deep-
ly divided on abortion, with
a 50 percentage point gap
between them, a figure that is
“larger than ever.”

The abortion issue is now
deeply embedded in US.
politics, with both parties us-
ing legislative and executive
orders to influence abortion
rights as tools to sway public
opinion and build voter bases.

In 2021 alone, nearly 600
abortion restrictions were
introduced nationwide, with
90 of them enacted into law.
“We’re seeing the largest parti-
san gap we’ve ever seen when
it comes to Americans’ atti-
tudes about abortion legality,”
said Melissa Deckman, the
CEO of PRRI. While Republi-
cans shore up their conserva-

tive base with an anti-abortion
stance, Democrats supporting
abortion rights have strategic
moves of their own.

According to The New
York Times, during the 2022
midterms, Democrats seized
the opportunity of the Roe v.
Wade reversal to link abortion
rights with family and health-
care issues.

By tapping into voter con-
cerns over the rise of con-
servatism, they shifted focus
away from economic issues
and strengthened support
among women and young
voters, ultimately preventing

a Republican “red wave” in
the midterms.

POLITICAL PARTY-IN-
TEREST GROUP ALLIANCE

Chloe Thurston, political
scientist from Institute for
Policy Research at Northwest-
ern University, believes that
as abortion becomes more
central to Congress and presi-
dential elections, alliances
between political parties and
interest groups with clear
stances on abortion have be-
come more common, further
widening the partisan divide
on the issue.
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Spanish floods kill at least 205, PM pledges comprehensive support

MADRID

SPAIN remains deeply shaken by the
deadly flash floods that have left 205 peo-
ple confirmed dead and wrecked havoc
across the regions of Valencia, Castilla-La
Mancha and Andalusia in the east and
southeast parts of the country. As of Fri-
day, many more are still unaccounted for.

With the ground too dry to absorb the
intense rainfall, which exceeded 400 li-
ters per square meter in many areas and
reached up to 600 liters in some, the tor-
rential overnight downpours on Tuesday
led to devastating flash floods.

Videos posted on social media have
shown torrents up to three meters high
sweeping cars down the streets to pile
them up as if they were toys. Bridges were
swept away, railway tunnels collapsed and
fields were swamped as people climbed
onto roofs of their homes and cars to seek
refuge, but not all survived.

The official death toll, initially 12 on
Wednesday morning according to the
Center for Coordinated and Integrated
Operations, has now soared to 205, with
202 fatalities in the region of Valencia,
two in Castilla-La Mancha and one in An-
dalusia.

The Feria de Valencia exhibition center
has had to be used as a temporary mor-
tuary. With many people still missing, the
number of fatalities is expected to climb
further.

The Spanish newspaper Eldiario.es re-
ported on Friday that 1,900 people are
still missing. Witnesses in the affected
areas said many people had gone into un-
derground garages to save their cars, only
to be trapped by the extreme deluge.

The media outlets are filled with heart
wrenching stories, with loved ones mak-
ing final calls from vehicles trapped in
rising waters. Moreover, over 130,000
homes lost power during the floods, and
by Friday, power company Iberdrola con-
firmed that 23,000 homes still remained
without electricity. The floods left the

People clean up a flood-hit street in Valencia, Spain, Nov. 1, 2024. Spain remains deeply shaken by the deadly flash floods that have left 205 people confirmed dead and wrecked havoc across the regions of
Valencia, Castilla-La Mancha and Andalusia in the east and southeast parts of the country. As of Friday, many more are still unaccounted for.

Valencia region in eastern Spain almost isolated, with the high-speed rail
link between the capital city of Madrid and Valencia closed for up to three
weeks following the collapse of two tunnels.

Around 80 km of local rail lines and 100 roads were damaged, prompt-
ing the government to allocate 25 million euros (27 million U.S. dollars) on
Friday for emergency repairs.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez visited the affected areas on
Thursday and pledged comprehensive aid for recovery efforts. The gov-
ernment declared three days of official mourning as sporting events in the

Valencia region were all postponed. Meanwhile, nearly 2,000 military per-
sonnel, supported by 400 vehicles and 15 helicopters, have been deployed
to assist in rescue and recovery operations. Hundreds of mud-caked Va-
lencia volunteers were seen helping clear streets and homes with shovels
and brooms.

However, police also reported that approximately 60 people have been
detained for looting in the wake of the floods. Relief support has poured
in from across Spain, with funds being set up by the Red Cross and other
agencies to aid rescue and recovery. Additionally, the international com-

Healthcare: Hot topic left cold by both US parties

munity,
Union, has offered assistance.

Three days after the deadliest
floods in decades, Valencia remains

including the European

under alert for further downpours,

with high warnings issued for Huelva,
Castellon, Mallorca, and Catalonia.

Russian diplomat says Ukraine took back

BEIJING

NOBEL laureate Angus
Deaton used his hip sur-
gery as a chance to study
U.S. healthcare firsthand,
and he turned out to be
disillusioned.

Costs were extreme
- over 10,000 US. dol-
lars per day for a shared
room -- with little price
transparency.

Although his insurance
covered 90 percent of the
negotiated price, he still
faced nearly 2,000 dol-
lars in out-of-pocket costs
due to additional fees. Re-
flecting on his experience
in his book Economics in
America, Deaton noted
that without insurance,
he’d likely still suffer from
his painful hip.

For many Americans,
high costs and limited ac-
cess mean essential care
remains out of reach.

SKYROCKET COSTS

A September Gallup
and West Health survey
showed that over two-
thirds of Americans wor-

ry that a major health event could lead
to medical debt. “Issues with healthcare
costs and access impact voters directly,
regardless of party affiliation,” the sur-
vey noted.

A Commonwealth Fund report also
found that the United States, despite
spending more on healthcare than any
other high-income country, ranks low-
est in accessibility, life expectancy, and
preventable deaths.

Without universal insurance, most
Americans rely on employer-provided
or private plans. Those uninsured face
exorbitant out-of-pocket costs. The
KFF-Peterson Health System Tracker,
an online resource evaluating the
USS. healthcare system, estimates that
around 20 million Americans -- nearly 1
in 12 adults -- carry medical debt.

Collectively, Americans owe at least
220 billion dollars in medical debt. Ap-
proximately 14 million individuals owe
over 1,000 dollars each, while around 3
million owe more than 10,000 dollars in-
dividually. In 2022, health expenditures
per person in the United States reached
12,555 dollars, exceeding the spending
of any other high-income nation by over
4,000 dollars. On average, other large,
wealthy countries spent about half as
much per person on health as the Unit-
ed States, according to the KFF-Peterson
Health System Tracker.

POLITICAL CALCULATIONS

A September poll from the Pew Re-
search Center found that healthcare is
the second most prioritized issue for
voters, following economic concerns.
However, during the 2024 party conven-
tions, not a single day was devoted to
addressing the challenges faced by un-
insured individuals or middle-class fami-
lies struggling with high premiums.

During the September presidential
debate, when the Affordable Care Act
(ACA), or Obamacare, was raised, both
presidential candidates offered little in
terms of specific policy proposals. “This
is the first election in maybe decades
where health reform has not been a cen-
tral issue,” Larry Levitt, the executive
vice president for health reform at KFF
was quoted by The New York Times as
saying.

The New York Times commented that
both Donald Trump and Kamala Harris
have learned the hard way that propos-
ing major changes can alienate some vot-
ers even as it thrills others.

Trump’s unsuccessful effort to re-
peal Obamacare in 2017 was followed
by major Democratic gains in the 2018
midterms. Harris faced intense criticism
after a 2019 Democratic primary debate
in which she appeared to endorse abol-
ishing private health insurance.

A joint Gallup and West Health poll in-
dicated that two-thirds of Americans feel

healthcare is under-prioritized in
this election, and one-third express
distrust in both candidates on this
issue. “Republicans think they can
ignore healthcare, and Democrats
think they’ve solved it. But neither
is correct,” noted Michael Cannon,
Cato Institute’s director of health
policy studies.

SYSTEMIC TRAPS

Both Democrats and Republicans
seem unable or unwilling to pursue
substantial healthcare reform, with
national initiatives frequently stall-
ing due to entrenched conflicts as
low-income groups advocate for ex-
panded public coverage, while high-
income groups resist tax increases.
Meanwhile, the public wants lower
healthcare costs, but industry groups
oppose more regulation. These ten-
sions lead to complex legislative
and administrative battles, not only
between the parties but also within
them, creating divides between re-
formists and conservatives.

At a deeper level, the U.S. health-
care industry prioritizes profit over
patient care. Esteemed medical pro-
fessionals often transition to roles
as directors or partners in private
firms, while nonprofit health organi-
zations increasingly adopt for-profit
models to secure capital.

just 279 POWs, although 935 were offered

MOsSCow

THE Russian Defense Ministry
offered to hand over 935 Ukrain-
ian prisoners of war this year, but
Kiev took only 279 of them, Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry Spokeswom-
an Maria Zakharova said.

“This year, the Russian Defense
Ministry handed over to the Co-
ordination Headquarters for the
Handling of Prisoners of War a
proposal to give back 935 Ukrain-
ian prisoners of war to the Ukrain-
ian side as part of exchanges,” the
diplomat said in an online news
conference.

“How many of this number of
people do you think the Kiev re-
gime took back? I will emphasize
they are its own citizens. Only
279

“These are practically 700 peo-
ple who could have returned
to their families in Ukraine,”
Zakharova went on to say. “They
were simply shrugged off by the
Kiev regime, and yet its represent-
atives continue to travel to Canada
and around the world and suppos-
edly call on, and negotiate with
the international community for
mediation efforts and, as [former
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmit-

ry] Kuleba said, for protection of
Ukrainian nationals in Russia.”

The spokeswoman called such
actions of the Kiev regime “politi-
cal tourism on the blood of its own
citizens, its own servicemen.”

“Not those who have been expe-
riencing hatred for years, not the
thugs who are ready to kill every-
one with weapons in their hands
- both Russian citizens and resi-
dents of the African continent, as
it now turns out, but those whom
they literally forcibly mobilized,
telling them that Ukraine must be
saved, sending them into these hu-
man wave attacks. They are not in-
terested in their fate,” Zakharova
said.

Agencies

Surging crime in US society fuels public insecurity

NEW YORK

JADEN Thakur will never
forget the day his uncle near-
ly became another victim in
America’s gun violence crisis.

The college student, who
grew up in New Jersey, re-
counted the nightmarish
scene: One day, while stroll-
ing down the street, Thakur’s
uncle accidentally bumped
into someone, sparking a
heated altercation between
the two.

“At first, it was verbal, and
then the guy kind of showed
his gun and made my uncle
back down,” he said. At that
critical moment, a passerby
intervened, drawing his own
gun to defend Thakur’s un-
cle, ultimately preventing the
situation from spiraling out
of control.

“It was just crazy,” said
Thakur, his voice still laced
with disbelief. “It’s far too
easy to acquire weapons in
the United States than in oth-
er places.”

In Thakur’s view, gun vio-
lence is “probably the biggest
safety issue” confronting the
United States. Official statis-
tics underscore this grim re-
ality: in 2023 alone, the Gun
Violence Archive recorded
18,854 fatalities from gun vio-
lence, excluding suicides.

Mass shootings, defined as
incidents with four or more
casualties, have doubled
over the past decade, peak-
ing in 2021 at 689. Schools
are becoming increasingly
unsafe due to the prevalence
of guns. According to a CNN
report, by Oct. 15 this year, at
least 58 school shootings had

left 28 dead and 72 injured
across American schools,
from kindergartens to col-
leges. In recent years, school
shootings have sharply in-
creased, with 2021, 2022, and
2023 each marking record
highs not seen since at least
2008.

Today, American civilians
own more than 400 million
guns, exceeding the coun-
try’s population. Deep parti-
san divisions and influential
lobbying groups, such as the
National Rifle Association,
have routinely stalled gun
control laws in Congress.

However, gun violence re-
flects only one aspect of the
rising crime rates in the Unit-
ed States in recent years. In
2020, the United States saw
a nearly 30 percent increase
in homicides, marking the

largest annual rise on record,
according to data released
by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. In 2022, murder
rates remained well above
pre-pandemic levels, and
property crimes, such as
burglary, rose to a staggering
1,954.4 incidents per 100,000
people.

A growing sense of public
insecurity has made violent
crime one of Americans’ top
policy concerns in this elec-
tion year.

A Pew Research Center
report in February revealed
that 68 percent of Republi-
cans and nearly half of Dem-
ocrats deemed crime reduc-
tion as a policy priority.

Even political violence is
on the rise, with presidential
candidates becoming targets.
Since July, the Republican

candidate Donald Trump has
escaped three assassination
attempts, while the suspect
accused of shooting at Vice
President Kamala Harris’
campaign office in Arizona
was found to possess over
120 guns and over 250,000
rounds of ammunition in his
home and was preparing for
a “mass casualty” act, accord-
ingto U.S. mediareports. Both
candidates have been framing
the crime issues in their favor
ahead of the election. Harris
said in September that violent
crime has declined to a “near
50-year low,” citing FBI data
on crimes reported by police
departments, while Trump
claimed that violent crime
has “skyrocketed” during the
Biden-Harris administration,
citing a Justice Department
survey. Such a crime land-

scape underscores deeper
ills of the U.S. society, such as
systemic racism, economic
inequality, and political mar-
ginalization, all of which are
often prolonged and ignored
by politicians.

According to an analysis by
the Brennan Center for Jus-
tice, the number of shootings
doubled in the neighborhood
of East New York and nearly
tripled in Brownsville in 2020,
both hot spots of violence for
more than a quarter-century.

The center noted that these
increases reveal a more trou-
bling pattern, which sociolo-
gist Patrick Sharkey described
as the “rigid geography of vio-
lence.” In this pattern, crime
remains relatively concen-
trated in specific areas even
as overall levels decline. A
Brookings Institution study

links high rates of violent
crime and police shootings
to socioeconomic inequities,
particularly in marginalized
communities. Structural rac-
ism has fostered conditions
where Black populations
disproportionately reside
in under-resourced areas,
with limited access to qual-
ity education, healthcare,
and economic opportunities.
This concentration of disad-
vantage thus feeds cycles of
violence.

With election day ap-
proaching, Thakur said he re-
mains undecided over which
candidate can make America
safe as neither appears ca-
pable of solving gun-related
issues. “Overall, I don’t think
anyone’s going to change any-
thing.”

Xinhua
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National Sports Council (NSC) Sports Officer Charles Maguzu (R) hands over the national
flag to Tanzania’s senior men's cricket team skipper Abhik Patwa at an occasion for bidding
the team farewell in Dar es Salaam last Saturday. The squad will take part in the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup Challenge League B in Kampala from Wednesday to November 16. PHOTO:
COURTESY OF TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

Tanzania plots Italy's downfall in
[CC Men’s CWC Challenge League B

By Correspondent Japheth Kazenga

TANZANIA’s senior national cricket
team would open its campaign in the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
Men’s Cricket World Cup Challenge
League B on November 7, meeting Italy
in Uganda.

The regional showdown - slated for
November 6-16 - will witness six teams
battle for a spot in the following stage
of the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
Challenge League.

They are Bahrain, Hong Kong, Italy,
Singapore, Tanzania, and Uganda. En-
tebbe Oval and Lugogo Oval are the
venues slated to be used for the tour-
nament.

In the second fixture, Tanzania
would come up against pre-tourna-
ment favourite and host Uganda at Lu-
gogo Oval on Saturday.

Tanzania would then take on Hong
Kong at the Entebbe Oval on Novem-
ber 12.

Tanzania’s senior national cricket
team, coached by Pushpa Kumar, is
made up of skipper Abhik Patwa, Ally
Mpeka, Amal Rajeevan, Harsheed Cho-
han, Asuri Rajendra, Kassim Nassor,
and Ivan Selemani.

Khalid Amiri, Maker Mukesh, Mo-
hamed Omary, Mohamed Yunus, San-
jay Thakor, Laksh Bakrania, and Akhil
Anil are the other cricketers constitut-
ing the squad.

The cricketers were, according to a
Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA) of-
ficial, slated to travel to Kampala last
Saturday.

They were flagged off at the Muhim-
bili Cricket Academy in Ilala, Dar es
Salaam.

The flag-off ceremony, aiming at
honouring and motivating the squad,
was graced by National Sports Council
(NSC) Sports Officer Charles Maguzu.

Maguzu, the occasion’s chief guest,
proudly handed over the national flag
to senior national cricket team skipper
Abhik Patwa.

The symbolic handover, the TCA of-
ficial stated, marked not just the team’s
official send-off, but also the hopes
and support of an entire nation as the
team takes on the challenging road to
the 2027 Men’s Cricket World Cup.

The event was also attended by the
TCA vice chairman Ashish Nagewadia,
board members, and other key lead-

ers, all rallying behind the team as the
cricketers carry the nation’s dreams
and ambitions.

The ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
Challenge League B is viewed as the
first stage of the road to the 2027 ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup.

ICC Cricket World Cup Challenge
League is the second edition of the ICC
Cricket World Cup Challenge League
and a cricket tournament which forms
part of the 2027 Cricket World Cup
qualification process.

Tanzania’s senior national cricket
team is featuring in the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup Challenge League
B whilst boasting a successful run in
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Sub Re-
gional Africa Qualifier A, held in Dar es
Salaam in September.

Tanzania managed to confidently
defend its 119-run total and lift the tro-
phy in the ICC Men’s World Cup Sub
Regional Africa Qualifier A, fending
off a stiff challenge showcased by the
never-say-die Malawians.

The well-attended final, which took
place at Gymkhana Club’s oval, wit-
nessed Tanzania bat first, securing
119/10 in 19.4 overs.

A section of Tanzania’s trusted top-
order players surprisingly crumbled
because of a spirited bowling show-
ing by Malawi, forcing gifted low-order
batsmen to step up their game.

Skipper Abhik Patwa was the bats-
man with the most runs for Tanzania
having notched 30 runs consisting of
two fours and a sixer.

Even though Gershon Ntambalika (11
runs, one boundary) did all he could
to have Malawi stay within reach of the
target, fellow batsmen lost steam and
were dismissed in quick succession.

Malawi, in the end, ended up suffer-
ing the loss to secure the second place.

Both Tanzania and Malawi have
sailed through to the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup Main Africa Qualifier, as the
two teams finished with the best Net
Run Rates.

Before the regional showpiece’s fi-
nal, Tanzania was the leader - boasting
a 6.2467 Net Run Rate, whereas Malawi
(4. 5766 Net Run Rate) was sitting sec-
ond.

Ghana (0.6776), Lesotho (-1.9125),
Cameroon (-2.5147), and Mali (-6.2679)
were sitting third, fourth, fifth, and last
respectively.

After 50 unbeaten games, Yanga’s
new tactical era faces first test

By Correspondent Nassir
Nchimbi

OUNG Af-

ricans’ ex-

traordinary

50-match un-
beaten home streak in
the NBC Premier League
ended on Saturday with
a 1-0 loss to Azam FC at
the Azam Complex.

This defeat brought
an end to a run that
began in April 2021 un-
der former head coach
Nasreddine Nabi.

The streak, a testa-
ment to the club’s domi-
nance, highlighted a
robust defense that had
consistently kept oppo-
nents at bay.

However, a noticeable
issue this season has
been the inconsistent
performance of Young
Africans’ front line, an
area which has become
increasingly concerning
for the club and its fans.

*Striker Struggles

Under the leadership
of head coach Miguel
Gamondi (pictured),
Young Africans’ strik-
ers have yet to find
their rhythm. While the
club has scored 12 goals
across nine matches,
only three of those have
come from the strikers.

Forward players like
Jean Baleke, Clement
Mzize, and Kennedy
Musonda have been un-
able to make significant
contributions, despite
ample support from
the club’s creative and
skilled midfield.

This challenge isn’t
new. Last season, sever-
al strikers, including Au-
gustine Okrah, Hafidh
Konkoni, and Joseph
Guede, also struggled to
make an impact in front
of the goal.

The issue even dates
back to previous coach-
es like Mwinyi Zahera
and George Lwandam-
ina, who saw strikers
such as Gnamien Yikpe
fail to produce consis-
tent results.

The recent drought
among strikers suggests
a recurring issue at
Young Africans in maxi-
mizing striker output
despite varied tactical

approaches over the
years.

*Tactical Transfor-
mation Under Gamon-
di

Gamondi’s arrival has
brought a notable shift
in tactical focus. Unlike
his predecessor, Nabi,
who relied heavily on
striker Fiston Mayele to
lead the attack, Gamon-
di has decentralized the
offense, pushing the re-
sponsibility for scoring
onto midfielders and
wingers.

This tactical change
has led to increased
contributions from
midfielders like Maxi
Nzengeli, Pacome Zouz-
oua, and defender Ibra-
him Bacca.

Gamondi’s  strategy
emphasizes midfield
control, creativity, and
flexibility, which has
strengthened the team’s
attack but at times side-
lines the traditional role
of the striker.

This tactical shift
has not gone unno-
ticed among fans and
analysts. By position-
ing players like Clatous
Chama, typically a cen-
tral attacking midfield-
er, on the wings, Gamon-
di has added versatility
and unpredictability to
the team’s playstyle.

Chama’s deployment
as a winger has proven

effective, as have contri-
butions from Nzengeli,
who has thrived in a
dual role as both mid-
fielder and winger.

*Evolving Roles in
Attack

The new strategy has
also seen Denis Nkane, a
natural winger, used in a
wing-back role, further
bolstering the midfield’s
attacking capabilities.

This approach reflects
Gamondi’s emphasis on
creating a squad-ori-
ented team rather than
relying on a rigid start-
ing XI. This fluid setup
allows various players
to step up as offensive
contributors.

Last season, for exam-
ple, players like Stepha-
nie Aziz Ki and Nzengeli
were pivotal, with Aziz
Ki alone netting 21 goals
and Nzengeli adding 10.

*Striker Reinforce-
ments and Expectations

Despite the tactical
success, the club has
been proactive in at-
tempting to address
striker concerns. In a
bid to add firepower,
Young Africans signed
Baleke and Prince Dube,
players who bring dis-
tinct strengths to the
team.

Baleke, known for his
goal-scoring ability, has
managed to score once
this season. Though his
role primarily revolves
around finishing, he has
limitations in build-up
play and pressing.

On the other hand,
Dube excels in position-
ing and teamwork but
lacks the clinical touch
to finish scoring oppor-
tunities, often thwarted
by narrow misses or the
woodwork.

Dube, in particular,
has faced scrutiny from
fans who expected im-
mediate impact fol-
lowing his high-profile
signing. The season,
however, is still young,
and Gamondi remains
hopeful that Dube and
Baleke will find their
stride as the team con-
tinues to refine its ap-
proach.

Nonetheless, fans
have voiced concerns
about the lack of impact
from these forwards,
adding pressure on
Gamondi to find a more
effective formula that
will unlock the team’s
full offensive potential.

*Defensive Solid-
ity Amid Offensive Ad-
justments

While Young Africans’
attacking line has yet
to fully ignite, their de-
fense has been a stand-
out. They have allowed
only one goal in nine

matches, underscor-
ing the effectiveness
of Gamondi’s tactical
setup.

The team’s defensive
resilience places them
at the top of the league
in terms of goals con-
ceded, demonstrating
Gamondi’s success in
building a formidable
backline.

Yet, balancing this de-
fensive prowess with a
potent attack remains
a challenge. Gamon-
di’'s tactical approach
has contributed to the
team’s continued suc-
cess, keeping them at

the top of the league
standings, but there is a
growing need for offen-
sive balance.

Fans and analysts
alike believe that ad-
justing the tactics to in-
corporate more off-ball
movement and enhanc-
ing service to the strik-
ers could unlock greater
potential in attack.

*Looking Forward

The club has made
significant investments
to create a competitive
squad across all posi-
tions, leading to healthy
internal competition.

Moving forward,
Gamondi and his coach-
ing staff may consider
making tactical modi-
fications to allow for
a more balanced ap-
proach that integrates
the strengths of the mid-
field and forwards.

Enhanced service,
combined with greater
movement off the ball
from the strikers, could
help create more scor-
ing opportunities and
improve the team’s fin-
ishing.

Ultimately, the club’s
strikers will be evalu-
ated at the season’s end,
with their contributions

weighed against the
club’s success.
Gamondi’s commit-

ment to his tactical phi-
losophy remains stead-
fast, but he may need to
be adaptable to ensure
Young Africans achieve
both defensive stability
and offensive firepower.

As the season pro-
gresses, Young Africans’
fans will be watching
closely to see if the at-
tacking line can rise to
meet the expectations
set by the club’s illustri-
ous history and recent
successes.

Hazina International Primary School pupils pictured over the weekend in Dar es Salaam showing their circus skills. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Ambassador Anne-Sophie Avé inspires Tanzanian girls at U-14 football match

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

YOUNG girls in Tanzania have
been encouraged to pursue both
sports and education with dedica-
tion to build successful lives.

This empowering message was
delivered by French Ambassador
to Tanzania, Anne-Sophie Avé,
during a friendly football match in
Dar es Salaam between the Zanzi-
bar Sparks U-14 girls’ team and a
French school team.

Addressing the young players,
Ambassador Avé emphasized the
importance of hard work and re-

silience, telling them they can
achieve their dreams if they per-
severe.

“Girls, don’t let anybody tell you
that you are not able. Because,
yes you can. MNAWEZA!” she af-
firmed, urging them to believe in
their potential.

Petra Karume, co-founder and
executive director of Women
Empowerment Zanzibar (WEZA),
expressed excitement about the
match, noting it was a competi-
tive and skillful encounter that
saw the Zanzibar Sparks emerge
victorious with a 2-1 win over the

French school’s U-14 team.

The experience, she added,
would be invaluable for the Zanzi-
bar Sparks as they prepare for the
upcoming East African Chipukizi
Cup in Arusha, one of Africa’s larg-
est youth football tournaments.

“This event was generously sup-
ported by the French Embassy as
part of the Twende Olympics proj-
ect - a two-year initiative aimed at
promoting sports among Tanzani-
ans. The NGO Women Empower-
ment Zanzibar is proud to partner
in this impactful project,” Karume
said, highlighting the broader

goals of the event.

Through WEZA, girls in Zanzi-
bar gain not only sports skills but
also essential life skills, fostering
inclusivity and personal growth.

“Our holistic approach equips
girls with knowledge about gen-
der equality, child rights, and
health, addressing crucial issues
like menstrual hygiene, nutrition,
gender-based violence, and early
pregnancy in an engaging way,”
she explained.

Karume shared that the Zanzi-
bar Sparks team was founded last
year as part of the Twende Olym-

pics initiative and has rapidly be-
come a symbol of inclusivity, wel-
coming girls of all backgrounds
and skill levels.

Within six months of its incep-
tion, in May 2024, the team gained
international attention when they
travelled to France to compete in
the Mondial Pupilles, one of the
world’s most prestigious youth
tournaments.

This experience, according to
Karume, allowed the girls to chal-
lenge stereotypes and prove that
skill and determination transcend
gender boundaries.

The event was also supported
by the Revolutionary Government
of Zanzibar.

Robert Manondolo, Sports Of-
ficer and Scout Coordinator with
the Ministry of Education and
Vocational Training, represented
the government, commending the
initiative.

He emphasized the importance
of partnerships in uplifting the
next generation of female athletes
in Tanzania, noting that events
like these illustrate the transfor-
mative power of sports.
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Real Madrid ace still
feeling the sting of
Ballon d’Or defeat

Madrid Universal

IRRESPECTIVE of whether or not the results of
the Ballon d’'Or were leaked in reality, the fact re-
mains that Madrid and Vinicius Jr. were confident
the award was landing in the winger’s hands this
year.

To go from such confidence to being told he is
not the winner a few hours before the ceremony,
needless to say, is heartbreaking for the Brazilian
star who always dreamt of winning the prestigious
individual award.

Close to a week after the ceremony, Vinicius has
still not healed from the wounds he received dur-
ing the Ballon d’Or snub as revealed by AS.

*Time to heal

As relayed by the Spanish outlet, the Brazilian is
very disappointed after missing out on his chance
at glory and is still in his healing phase.

The cancellation of the game against Valencia,
thus, comes at a much-needed time for Real Madrid
although the conditions that led to the cancellation
are indeed devastating.

Mestalla has not been easy ground for the winger
in recent years, from the racist events that occurred
in May 2023 to chants being prepared against him
in last season’s encounter.

The Valencia fans, in fact, were preparing songs
about Vinicius losing the Ballon d’Or for the game
that was supposed to be held last night and even
aimed to prepare a sea of yellow balloons to mock
him.

Skipping the game at Mestalla, thus, will not rub
salt into Vinicius’ wounds and help him recover in
the comfort of home.

The Santiago Bernabeu side will defend him for
the next two games, against AC Milan and Osasuna,
and he will then move to the comfort of the Brazil-
ian national team where he will again be surround-
ed by well-wishers.

AGENCIES

Van Nistelrooy has no issue
with ex-team-mates’ moans

By Simon Stone

RUUD van Nistelrooy feels his former team-mates’
criticisms of Manchester United are so intense be-
cause they care about the club.

Van Nistelrooy has been given the job of leading
United to the next international break until new
boss Ruben Amorim takes over.

The Dutchman’s immediate task was to try and
beat Chelsea at Old Trafford and move United away
from their current 14th place in the Premier League.

Gary Neville and Roy Keane are likely to be watch-
ing the game for Sky Sports.

The pair have been withering in their assessment
of United in recent years, while Paul Scholes, Patrice
Evra and Rio Ferdinand have also been outspoken in
their assessment.

Van Nistelrooy shared a dressing room with them
all. He understands where they are coming from.

“Basically, they care for the club, want it to do well
and are disappointed if it doesn’t,” he said.

“I don’t have any problems with that. We all do our
jobs and they have opinions. It is absolutely fine.

“I don’t take it personally. I am still in touch with
some of them. When I see them I have a cup of cof-
fee with them.”

Van Nistelrooy turned down the chance of a man-
agerial position at Burnley to return to Old Trafford
as Erik ten Hag’s assistant in the summer.

The season has not turned out as Van Nistelrooy
hoped.

Although the 48-year-old has stressed he signed a
two-year contract, it is difficult to see where he fits
in Amorim’s backroom team and the likelihood is he
will move on.

For now, Van Nistelrooy wants to play a part in re-
storing United’s fortunes.

He accepts it is not going to be a speedy process.

“We are not going to turn it around from today to
tomorrow,” he said. “But I think we will get it done. I
believe in that over the longer future.”

BBC

Marcelo leaves Fluminense
as contract terminated

BBC

FORMER Brazil and Real Madrid defender Mar-
celo has left Brazilian Serie A club Fluminense by
mutual consent.

Although the club confirmed the 36-year-old’s
departure on Saturday, it did not disclose why his
contract has been terminated

Marcelo had a disagreement with coach Mano
Menezes during Friday’s 2-2 draw with Gremio at
the Maracana in Rio de Janeiro.

The full-back, who won 25 trophies in his 15-year
spell with Spanish giants Real, was about to come
on as a substitute when Menezes reacted to some-
thing Marcelo said and ordered him back to the
bench.

“I was going to put Marcelo in at that moment,
but I heard something I didn’t like, so I changed my
mind,” Menezes said in a post-match press confer-
ence, without giving further details.

Pep Guardiola: Manchester City
couldn’t handle Bournemouth

By Robert O'Connor

EP Guardiola ad-

mitted Manches-

ter City “couldn’t

handle” Bour-
nemouth as his injury-hit
side lost 2-1 at the Vital-
ity Stadium to see their un-
beaten run in the Premier
League ended after 32
games.

The champions were with-
out key players, and in the
absence of John Stones and
Ruben Dias fielded a make-
shift defence into which
Bournemouth ripped with
a fearless attacking display,
capped by goals from An-
toine Semenyo and Evanil-
son to beat City in the league
for the first time.

Josko Gvardiol, one of a
number of players to feature
despite having been a doubt
pre-match, scored with a late
header to set up a frantic fin-
ish, but it could not preserve
City’s run as they slipped be-
hind Liverpool at the top of
the table.

Of particular concern will
have been the ease with
which Bournemouth’s at-
tack, led by the excellent Se-
menyo and Justin Kluivert,
tormented Nathan Ake and
Manuel Akanji, neither of
whom were at full fitness.

Pep Guardiola said Man City “couldn’t handle” Bournemouth as their long unbeaten run was ended. (PA

Wire)

“Ruben will be out until
the international break,”
said Guardiola. “Manu and
Nathan made an incredible
effort to be there in a de-
manding game, Kyle (Walker)
as well, 18 or 19 days without
one training session.

“Rico (Lewis) has had a
lot of minutes and was tired
as well, so this is the posi-
tion that we have, we try to

handle the minutes. But we
couldn’t handle it. They were
another pace today and we
could not handle it.”

The champions were also
without Kevin De Bruyne and
Jeremy Doku, fit enough only
for the bench, and at times
were overrun. Milos Kerkez
made the opening goal, dash-
ing round the outside of Phil
Foden on the left and cutting

it back centrally for Semenyo
to turn Gvardiol and angle a
finish wide of Ederson.

Ake in particular found
the speed and direct running
of the Bournemouth attack
nearly impossible to con-
tain and City were breached
again midway through the
second half, Kerkez racing
clear and crossing to where
Ake and Gvardiol had aban-

doned Evanilson, giving the Brazil-
ian room to pick out the finish.

“Sometimes we have to accept
that the opponents make a type of
game,” said Guardiola. “Sometimes
you handle it and sometimes you
struggle a little bit. Today it hap-
pened.

“(The players) make an incredible
effort. They are players that are not
in the best way and they made an
incredible effort to be here.

“Manu and Nathan were not in
good condition. Until the last mo-
ment I didn’t know Nathan could
play, he said I want to try.

“During the season sometimes,
this kind of thing happens more
than during other seasons. We have
to handle it. People will come back
and sooner or later the team will be
back.”

Bournemouth boss Andoni Iraola,
whose team climbed to eighth hav-
ing taken seven points from their
last three games against City, Aston
Villa and Arsenal, reflected on a
fearless display from his players.

“We had to feel the pressure and
it was tight at the end,” he said. “I'm
very pleased. One thing is to beat
City but another is to play better.

“We played with no fear, tried to
press when we could and defend
when we had to.

“It was dangerous in the last 10
minutes. You don’t enjoy that at all.
There was so much pressure.”

THE INDEPENDENT

A long way back now’ - what is going wrong at Arsenal?

By Harry Poole

TIPPED by many to
take the next step and
end their long wait for a
Premier League title this
season, is Arsenal’s chal-
lenge already over?

Mikel Arteta’s side,
runners-up to Manches-
ter City in the previous
two campaigns, trail
leaders Liverpool by sev-
en points after 10 games
following their 1-O loss
at Newcastle United on
Saturday.

Blackburn, in 1994, are
the only team to come
from further back after
10 games and win the
title. They trailed New-
castle by eight points but
had played a game fewer
than the leaders.

The only other clubs
to recover a similarly
sizeable gap as the one
Arsenal must now over-
come were Manchester
United in 2002-03 and
Manchester City in both
2013-14 and 2020-21,
with each of those sides
trailing by six points af-
ter 10 games.

Now three games with-
out a win in the league,
and having dropped al-
most half the number
of points as they did in -
the entire of last season,
Arsenal have fallen to
fourth - below Notting-
ham Forest.

“There is still a long
way to go in the season
but it is a long way back
for Arsenal now,” former
Gunners captain Martin
Keown said on BBC’s Fi-
nal Score.

“They only have them-
selves to blame for that.
They have kept pace
with City for the last two
seasons but they just
were not at the races. It
is going to be a difficult
dressing room.

“Arsenal didn’t turn
up, didn’t play like cham-
pions and they are now
nursing their wounds.” .

*Arsenal’s poor form
in numbers
e Arsenal have fallen

1-0 behind in four
of their past six Pre-

mier League games,
as many as in their
previous 31 games
beforehand.

The Gunners have
conceded the open-
ing goal in three
successive away
matches in the Pre-
mier League for the
first time since De-
cember 2019, which
was prior to Arteta’s
arrival as manager.
Having only lost one
of their first 25 Pre-
mier League games
in 2024 (W21 D3),
Arsenal have since
lost two of their
past three (D1).

The Gunners have
lost successive
away matches in
the league for the
first time since May
2022.

In their five Premier
League away games
this season, Arse-
nal have had just 37
shots (7.4 per game);
only Brentford (30

shots, 7.5 per game)
have managed few-
er shots on the road
in the competition
this term.

*“We weren’t our best
version’

Over the past sev-
en seasons, the top-
flight champions have

dropped an average of
20 points during the
course of their title-win-
ning campaigns.

Arsenal have already
dropped 12, having sur-
rendered 25 when they
finished two points be-
hind City in May.

Manager Arteta (pic-
tured), whose side went

unbeaten and dropped
just six points in their
first 10 games last term,
said: “After eight, nine
or 10 games last year we
didn’t [talk about points]
and we won’t talk about
it now.

“It's about how you
react to that. We’re not
going to find the right
words or answers to de-
scribe how we feel. We
have to put it on that
field on Wednesday
night against Inter [Mi-
lan in the Champions
League].

“Its not about the
hope of winning the title,
it’s about being our best
selves every single week.
Today we weren’t our
best version.”

Fortunately for the
Gunners,  Manchester
City, champions in six of
the past seven seasons,
also suffered defeat on
Saturday as Pep Guar-
diola’s side lost 2-1 at
Bournemouth.

Speaking on TNT
Sports, former Eng-
land midfielder Joe
Cole said: “I think this
league title will be won
by less points than for
a long time because
there are too many
good teams.

“A lot of people tipped
them for the league but I
am second guessing that
now.”

When making their
predictions before the

start of the season, 11 of
the 30 BBC TV and radio
pundits said Arsenal
would win a first title
since 2003-04.

But, in the absence of
captain and playmaker
Martin Odegaard, who
suffered an ankle liga-
ment injury while on
international duty in
September, they have
not made the start many
anticipated in pursuit
of ending City’s domi-
nance.

Keown said: “They
didn’t show any of their
personality and Ode-
gaard was missed more
[on Saturday] than I
have ever seen.

“It was a seventh dif-
ferent back four in the
past 10 games for Arse-
nal but the Newcastle
goal was basics. They
have been so good at
that before.”

Former Liverpool de-
fender Stephen Warnock
said: “Odegaard is the
key player for Arsenal.
He is not afraid to give
the ball away by hitting
that killer pass. He is the
one missing.

“They had over-
taken one of the best
teams in the world and
people were tipping
them to win the league
because they thought
you were ready for
that next step.

“It shows what pres-
sure does.”

. GWlJl by David Chikoko
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Can’t win them all: Gamondi

SPORT

Pep Guardiola: Man
City couldn’t handle
Bournemouth

Coach Davids
eyes tactical shift
to overcome
Simba’s away
match struggles

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

SIMBA Sports Club’s head coach, Fadlu Davids,
has voiced concerns over his team’s recent away
game performances, particularly the difficulties
they encounter on challenging pitches that disrupt
their preferred style of play.

After narrowly clinching a 1-O win against Mashu-
jaa FC on Friday, Davids is exploring new tactical
adaptations to help Simba maintain their form in
challenging away matches.

In their recent match at Lake Tanganyika Stadi-
um, Simba struggled against Mashujaa FC, needing
a stoppage-time goal to secure the victory.

Davids (pictured) noted that uneven and difficult
playing surfaces have impacted the team’s ground-
passing game, which relies on quick, fluid move-
ments.

Recognizing the importance of overcoming these
conditions, Davids is preparing alternative ap-
proaches to ensure that Simba can achieve positive
results on less ideal pitches.

“These away matches are tough, and we have
to adapt our techniques to suit the conditions we
face,” Davids remarked. “Despite these challenges,
I'm pleased with how every player steps up to fulfill
their roles, no matter the circumstances.”

Simba’s recent away record has been marked by a
series of close victories, often by slim margins. Out
of four away matches, the club has managed three
narrow 1-O wins against Dodoma Jiji at Jamhuri Sta-
dium, Tanzania Prisons at Sokoine Stadium, and
Mashujaa FC at Lake Tanganyika Stadium.

They also registered a 2-0 victory over Azam FC
at the New Amaan Complex, showing their resil-
ience to secure points in challenging settings.

With three more points secured after the Mashu-
jaa FC encounter, Simba are set to return home to
face KMC at the KMC Complex tomorrow.

This fixture could be pivotal, as a win would po-
tentially return them to the top of the league stand-
ings, tightening the championship race.

The recent 1-O upset of Young Africans by Azam
FC has kept the top of the table competitive, with
only a two-point gap between Simba and Young Af-
ricans.

Davids emphasized the importance of consis-
tency, particularly in home matches, as they aim to
avoid any stumbles in their pursuit of the title.

“It’s essential that we don’t drop points, especial-
ly at home,” Davids stated. “The team has worked
hard to secure points on the road, and now we need
to keep that momentum going in front of our fans.”

Simba’s away form has been particularly impres-
sive, with a 100% winning record on the road so far
this season.

Ironically, the team has dropped five points on
home ground, with a 1-0 loss to rivals Young Afri-
cans and a 2-2 draw against Coastal Union.

Simba currently hold 22 points from nine match-
es, with a record of seven wins, one draw, and one
loss. They have netted a total of 17 goals while con-
ceding only three, underscoring their solid perfor-
mances on both offense and defense.

Following the KMC game, Simba will take a brief
break due to the international FIFA calendar, which
pauses league action for two weeks.

This intermission will allow Davids and his squad
to regroup and refine their tactics before resuming
league play on November 21 against Pamba Jiji FC.

Shortly after, Simba will face a major challenge
in the CAF Confederation Cup group stage, where
they are set to meet Angolan side Bravos do Maquis.

As the season progresses, Simba fans will be
closely observing how Davids’ tactical adjustments
impact the team’s performance, especially in cru-
cial away games.

With a focus on adaptability and resilience, Da-
vids remains determined to steer Simba towards
success, ensuring that their ambitions in both do-
mestic and continental competitions remain intact.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

N a stunning upset, Azam

FC ended Young Africans’

(Yanga) impressive three-

year unbeaten home streak
in the NBC Premier League, de-
feating the champions 1-0 on Sat-
urday evening.

Theloss marked Young Africans’
first league defeat in 50 home
games and broke their 26-match
undefeated streak across all com-
petitions this season.

The match quickly turned chal-
lenging for Young Africans, who
were reduced to ten players just
22 minutes in when center-back
Ibrahim Bacca received a straight
red card.

The dismissal came after Bacca
pulled down Azam’s Nassor Saa-
dun in what the referee judged as
a denial of a clear goal-scoring op-
portunity.

This decision left Young Affi-
cans with a major tactical adjust-
ment as they scrambled to main-
tain their defensive line against
an aggressive Azam side.

With the numerical advantage,

Azam FC striker Nassor Saadun (front) battles for the ball with Young Africans defender Bakari Mwamnyeto during their
Premier League match held at Azam Complex in Dar es Salaam on Saturday. Photo: Courtesy of YASC

Azam capitalized on the
opportunity just 13 min-
utes after Bacca’s red card.

Gibril Sillah, a frequent
scorer against Young Afri-
cans, struck again, deliver-
ing a powerful shot past
Young Africans’ goalkeep-
er, Djigui Diarra.

Sillah’s goal marked his
third consecutive league
game  scoring  against
Young Africans, further so-
lidifying his reputation as
a consistent threat to the
champions.

Despite going into half-

time with a one-goal defi-
cit, Young Africans strug-
gled to gain control after
the break.

The Azam defense re-
mained resolute, consis-
tently thwarting Young Af-
ricans’ efforts to equalize.
Without their usual full
squad, Young Africans at-
tempts at creating scoring
chances were limited, re-
sulting in their first league
loss since March 17.

Reflecting on the defeat,
Young Africans head coach
Miguel Gamondi empha-

sized the need for resil-
ience.

“Nobody wants to lose,
but we need to accept that
defeat is part of the game.
We have to be good sports-
men - sometimes the re-
sult doesn’t go our way,”
he stated. “T always tell
the players that we’ll lose
points one day; it’'s part of
football. I'm still satisfied
with the team’s perfor-
mance overall.”

Gamondi voiced his dis-
agreement with the ref-
eree’s decision, citing in-

shrugs oftf Azam defeat

consistencies compared to
previous calls.

“In the first half, when
it was still 11 versus 11, we
created more chances than
them. Then the referee
took this decision, which
I find a bit inconsistent. In
our game against Simba,
Dube faced a similar situ-
ation and only received a
yellow card, but today it’s a
red for us,” he noted.

“I don’t say it was wrong
or right; I need to review it
on television. But the crite-
ria seem different, which is
frustrating.”

Even with ten men,
Young Africans created op-
portunities in the second
half, with Gamondi adjust-
ing his team’s approach.

“In the second half, I felt
we were in control. We
created two or three clear
chances, one particularly
for Kibabage, which was
incredible but just unlucky
not to go in,” he explained.

Before this defeat, Young
Africans had gone unbeat-
en in 18 consecutive league
matches and had won 26
out of 30 games last sea-
son, with only two losses.

The team remains fo-
cused on maintaining
their strong season start,
as this setback, according
to Gamondi, will not derail
their overall objectives.

Looking ahead, Young
Africans will aim to quickly
regroup and regain mo-
mentum, with upcoming
matches presenting an op-
portunity for redemption.

Tactical discipline key to Azam FC’s
win over Yanga, says coach Taoussi

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

IN a tightly contested NBC Premier
League clash on Saturday, Azam
FC emerged victorious with a hard-
fought 1-0 win over defending cham-
pions Young Africans (Yanga), a win
attributed to tactical discipline and a
well-executed strategy set by coach
Rachid Taoussi.

This win at Azam Complex ended
Young Africans’ undefeated league
run and highlighted Azam’s effective
game plan, especially after gaining a
numerical advantage.

The match shifted in Azam’s favour
in the 22nd minute when Young Af-
ricans’ center-back, Ibrahim Hamad
‘Bacca’, received a straight red card
after a foul on Nassoro Saadun.

This early dismissal forced the
champions to play the remainder of
the match with ten men, an opportu-
nity that coach Taoussi’s side capital-
ized on.

The breakthrough goal came
through a precise strike by Djibril Sil-
lah in the first half, marking Sillah’s
third consecutive goal against Young
Africans.

This strike not only extended
Azam’s winning streak to five games
but also preserved their unbeaten
run over the last six league matches.

Despite their numerical advan-
tage, coach Taoussi (pictured) chose

a more cautious approach in the sec-
ond half, reflecting an awareness of
Young Africans’ attacking strengths,
even with a player down.

Taoussi’s tactical adjustments
were evident as he directed Azam
to close down spaces effectively and
concentrate on defensive solidity.

By limiting Young Africans’ for-

ward momentum and tightening
the midfield gaps, Azam managed
to neutralize any potential threats
while maintaining their lead.

“Id like to congratulate my players
on this hard-earned victory,” Taoussi
said. “It’s a significant win, especially
considering Young Africans’ quality
and experience.

“Our focus on defensive discipline
and strategic positioning helped us
keep control and exploit counter-at-
tacking opportunities that led to the
decisive goal.”

Azam’s focus on defensive organi-
zation and counter-attacks paid off
in maintaining their lead.

Taoussi explained: “We made sure
to close down spaces and adjust our
lines to contain their attacks, and
that tactical approach was crucial in
neutralizing their fast plays and fluid
passing game.”

This season, Azam have become
one of the toughest teams to break
down, having conceded only three
goals across ten matches.

Their defensive stability, coupled
with an ability to capitalize on scor-
ing chances, has propelled them into
the top-four standings, with Taoussi
emphasizing a balanced game plan
that includes defensive resilience
and attacking efficacy.

“It’s encouraging to see our hard
work on finishing translate into

results on the pitch,” Taoussi re-
marked. “We’ve put in considerable
effort to sharpen our scoring, and
that’s clearly paying dividends.”

Their recent successes over Young
Africans are a testament to their
growing dominance, with this sea-
son’s 1-0 win following a similar 2-1
victory last season.

However, Young Africans had
the upper hand in the Community
Shield final, dealing Azam a heavy
4-1 defeat. That loss broke Azam’s
eight-match clean sheet record, dem-
onstrating the fierce rivalry between
the two clubs.

Following this win, Azam now sit
in fourth place with 21 points from 10
matches, closing in on leaders Young
Africans, who have 24 points from
nine matches.

The title race remains wide open,
with both teams determined to
maintain strong performances as the
season progresses.

After the upcoming international
break, Taoussi’s side will resume
their domestic campaign on Novem-
ber 23rd in a home fixture against
Kagera Sugar.

Azam’s continued focus on tacti-
cal discipline and resilience will be
essential as they strive to maintain
their winning momentum and re-
main competitive in the league title
race.

Flexibles by David Chikoko
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