
 By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE African Development 
Bank (AfDB) has expressed 
satisfaction with 
implementation of various 
development projects it 
is financing, chiefly in the 
energy sector.
Ronald Cafrine, an 
executive in the AfDB 
country mission, made 
this assessment here on 

Thursday during a visit to 
one such project, the Zuzu 
electricity cooling center, 
accompanied by senior 
officials from the Tanzania 
Electric Supply Co. Ltd 
(TANESCO), plus ministerial 
executives.
The visit was geared at 
inspecting electricity 
projects AfDB finances, for 
which he said project work 
had reached a good stage, 

specifying that AfDB shall 
work with the government 
in construction, water and 
energy sectors.
He praised the Energy 
ministry and its institutions 
for proper use of the funds 
disbursed and supervision 
of the specific projects, 
noting that the AfDB was 
committed to support 
government development 
pursuits.

Christopher Bitesigirwe, 
a ministerial executive, 
said Tanzania as a 
developing country 
needs more electricity 
to grow its economy. 
Reliable, sufficient and 
cost-effective electricity 
will enable the country to 
successfully achieve its

 By Getrude Mbago

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi has urged European in-
vestors to take up Tanzania as pre-
ferred investment destination, for 
its conducive business environment 
and untapped investment opportu-
nities.

Closing the two-day EU-Tanzania 
business and investment forum in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday, Dr Mwinyi 
said the government’s vision is to 
promote a vibrant private sector 
that significantly contributes to the 
country’s economic and social de-
velopment.

 “We want to transform the pri-
vate sector through an improved 
business environment, and empow-
erment to achieve the goal of an 
inclusive and broad-based middle-
income economy by 2025,” he de-
clared.

The sixth phase government un-
der the leadership of President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan is committed 
to creating a competitive business 
and investment climate for private 
sector development, he said, noting 
that the EU has consistently been 
top investor in Tanzania.

The forum served to strengthen 
those critical ties, fully in line with 
promoting sustainable economic 
growth through increased trade 
and investment, he said, praising 
the keen interest shown by several 
EU firms in developing production 
bases in Tanzania. 

Such initiatives will promote val-

ue addition, skills and technology 
transfer, fostering strong partner-
ships between companies in Tanza-
nia and in the EU, he affirmed.

EU firms will have plenty of rea-
son to see Tanzania as a preferred 
investment destination, given its 
conducive business environment 
and untapped investment oppor-
tunities, he stated. The government 
has put investment at the forefront 
of its agenda and is committed to 
creating a competitive business and 
investment climate for private sec-
tor development, he elaborated.

 “We greatly appreciate the Euro-
pean Union’s assistance in this re-
gard, including the generous aid of 
23m euros (56bn/-). This grant will 
support the investment and busi-
ness environment improvement 
program, known as the Blueprint, 
he stated.

The support will also improve 
the regulatory function of the Tan-
zania Bureau of Standards (TBS), 
to ensure that local products meet 
international quality standards, fa-
cilitating access to global markets 
including the EU, he explained.

 By Henry Mwangonde, Mombasa

KENYAN President Wil-
liam Ruto has welcomed 
Tanzanians to invest in 

his country saying his govern-
ment is implementing a new pol-
icy aimed at ending state mistrust 
that existed previously.

Gracing a foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony for a 30bn tonnes 

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
handling facility here, the presi-
dent said Kenya has adopted strat-
egies for mind-set shift for inves-
tors in both countries to promote 
investments.

He commissioned a $200m 
(450bn/-) handling facility in-
spired by Taifa Gas chairman Ros-
tam Aziz, a Tanzanian business-
man.

“We are lucky that our coun-
tries are now being led by presi-
dents who understand the im-
portance of working together as 
neighbours and facilitating our 
people to invest in all sectors,” the 
Kenyan leader declared.

It is the time for East African 
countries to work together in 
various areas by facilitating inter-
country investments, he stated, 
highlighting that initiating the fa-
cility was the beginning of a new 
investment era between the two 
countries. Doubting each other’s 
purposes was now eclipsed, he 
told the gathering.

He praised President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan for helping to ad-
dress key trade issues hitherto de-
railing development interaction 

between the two countries. Reit-
erating, he threw a blanket over 
the perennial mistrust, emphasis-
ing “the need to work together to 
develop our nations.”

The project would have been 
launched five years ago but failed 
due to political impediments, re-
solved after there was change on 
either side of the border, he stated 
while the Taifa Gas Group inves-
tor said this was the largest Tanza-
nian investment since the country 
got independence. It has opened 
room for more investments, he af-
firmed

“We want to be part of the de-
sire by Kenya to ensure there is 
clean and affordable energy for 
the majority by 2025,” he said, not-
ing that LPG is the only alternative 
way to mitigate climate change ef-
fects through reducing gas emis-
sions. This initiative shows it is the 
time for East African countries to 
do business together, he asserted.

The facility will be one of Ken-
ya’s largest recent private sector 
investments and among the first 
at Mombasa’s special economic 
zone, with the plant having in-
stalled capacity for handling 
30,000 metric tonnes, dwarfing 
similar facilities in the region 
when it is operational within a 
year.

Taifa Gas is a Tanzanian firm 
with extended operations in 
Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Zambia, DRC and South Africa, 
with interests in exports and re-
tailing LPG products in these 
countries. It plans to cover more 
countries following increased ca-
pacity from the new facility.

The LPG facility is also expect-
ed to play a hand in the reduction 
of habitat destruction as more 
people move from wood fuel to 
gas. Most importantly it will give 
customers more options in terms 
of where to source their LPG, the 
key investor affirmed.
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 Oil prices extended gains for a second ses-
sion on Friday as the prospect of lower exports 
from Russia offset rising inventories in the United 
States.

Brent crude futures rose 67 cents, or 0.8 per-
cent, to $82.88 per barrel by 0415 GMT. West Tex-
as Intermediate crude futures (WTI) rose 61 cents, 
or 0.8 percent, to $76.00 a barrel.

The benchmarks ended about 2 percent higher 
in the previous session on Russia’s plans to cut oil 
exports from its western ports by up to 25 percent 
in March which exceeded its announced produc-
tion cuts of 500,000 barrels per day.

“Higher-than-expected US crude oil inventories 
continue to challenge the oil demand outlook, 
but expectations for lower Russian production 
have an offsetting impact,” said Yeap Jun Rong, a 
market strategist at IG.

US inventories are at their highest level since 
May 2021.

US crude stocks rose by 7.6 million barrels to 
about 479 million barrels in the week to Feb. 17, 
data from the US Energy Information Administra-
tion said. [EIA/S]

For the week, oil prices are slightly lower, after 
the previous week’s about 4 percent declines, 
dragged also by concerns about rising interest 
rates that could strengthen the dollar.

Minutes from the latest US Federal Reserve 
meeting indicated that a majority of officials re-
mained hawkish on inflation and tight labour 
market conditions, signalling further monetary 
tightening.

The prospect of further rate hikes support-
ed the dollar index, which was set for a fourth 
straight week of gains. The index is now up about 
2.5 percent for the month. 

A firm dollar makes commodities priced in the 
greenback more expensive for holders of other 
currencies.

“The focus as we close the week will be on what 
happens with next inflation report, will the mar-
ket get more nervous on even more tightening 
from the Fed,” OANDA analyst Edward Moya said.

BUSINESS DSE indices gain further as 
firms’ share prices increase

 By Guardian Reporter

The Dar es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) indices 
have continued to gain 
the pace, following 

appreciation of share prices both 
locally listed and cross listed 
companies.

The market report shows the 
Tanzania Share Index (TSI), which 
measures the performance of 
locally listed companies closed at 
4,042.44 points on Thursday this 
week, an increase of 3.38 points 
compared to 4,039.06 points on 
Wednesday’s close.

The All Share Index (DSEI) closed 
at 1,923.50 points on Thursday, 
an increase of 10.34 points, 
from 1,913.16 points recorded on 
Wednesday.

The increase of share indices 
resulted into an appreciation 
of both local and cross listed 
companies share prices including 
CRDB Bank Plc, DCB Bank Plc and 
East African Breweries Limited 
(EABL), amid depreciation of 
Nation Media Group (NMG) 
and Tanzania Portland Cement 
Company (TPCCL) shares prices.

Top gainer was DCB Bank Plc 
which its share price increased by 
6.65 percent to 160/- on Thursday 
compared with 150/- recorded on 
Wednesday. This has increased 
the bank’s market capitalization 
to 15.62bn/- from 14.65bn/- 
respectively.

EABL was second top gainer, 
after its share price appreciated by 
3.25 percent to closed at 3,180/- on 
Thursday, compared with 3,080/- 
recorded on Wednesday, pushing its 

Oil price gains after Russian supply cuts 

Boeing halts 787 jets deliveries again
 NEW YORK

On Friday, Boeing investors will have to 
face an issue that that could bring back some 
uncomfortable memories. The commercial 
aerospace company has halted deliveries of 
its twin-aisle 787 jets.

The issue appears to boil down to paper-
work.

“In reviewing certification records, Boe-

ing discovered an analysis error by our sup-
plier related to the 787 forward pressure 
bulkheads,” said a Boeing BA +1.15 percent 
spokesman in an emailed statement. “We no-
tified the FAA and have paused 787 deliveries 
while we complete the required analysis and 
documentation.”

Boeing (ticker: BA) added there is no safety 
concern and production continues. The 
company also doesn’t believe this will im-

pact deliveries in 2023.
Boeing shares were down 2.7 percent in af-

ter-hours trading Thursday. Shares closed up 
1.2 percent in regular trading. The S&P 500 
SPX +0.53 percent rose 0.5 percent. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average DJIA +0.33 percent 
gained 0.3 percent.

Paperwork might seem like an odd reason 
to wipe out about $4 billion in market value, 
but investors get nervous about production 

issues and delivery delays.
Boeing didn’t deliver a 787 jet between July 

2021 and July 2022 after discovering a qual-
ity problem in manufacturing months ear-
lier. Deliveries resumed in August 2022, and 
since then Boeing has delivered 21 jets.

Deliveries of the 787 have fallen in recent 
years because of the quality problem and 
pandemic. Boeing delivered 158 of the 787 jet 
in 2019, 53 in 2020, and 14 in 2021.

Coming into Friday trading, Boeing stock 
is up about 9 percent year to date and about 
6 percent over the past 12 months.

Shares are still down about 53 percent 
from all time highs of more than $440 a share. 
That was the price for shares in 2019 before 
the grounding of the 737 MAX following two 
deadly accidents and before Covid-19. 

market capitalization to 2.51trn/- 
from  2.43trn/- respectively.

This happens in just two weeks, 
after the British multinational 
Diageo kicked off the first phase 
of its plan to buy an additional 
118.4 million shares in East 
African Breweries Plc (EABL), 
with priority for allocation given 
to investors who were on the 
firm’s books by January 16.   

The offer, which will see EABL 
shareholders bid to sell their 
shares to the multinational at 
the Nairobi Securities Exchange 
(NSE) at a price of Sh192 per unit, 
is running in two phases between 

February 6 and February 24, and 
between February 27 and March 
17, 2023.

Diageo said in a tender 
offer document that it has 
designated 47.5 million shares 
for a guaranteed allocation of 
up 10,000 shares for all offers it 
receives, with preference given 
to early bidders who were on the 
firm’s books by the record date of 
January 16.

The third gainer was CRDB 
Bank Plc, which its share price 
increased by 1.14 percent to 
445/- on Thursday from 440/- 
recorded on Wednesday, which 

has also expanded its market 
capitaltsation to 1.16trn/- from 
1.14trn/- respectively.

During the trading session 
on Thursday, CRDB Bank Plc 
recorded a turnover 365.7mn/-
following the transaction of 
821,985 shares traded in 28 deals 
in a price ranging from 440/- to 
445/- per share.

A total turnover of 469mn/- 
was recorded during the reported 
day, following the transaction of 
885,604 shares traded in 63 deals. 
Local investors dominated both 
buying and selling sides.

CBE introduces 
entrepreneurship 
clubs in several 
secondary schools

By Correspondent Joseph Mwenda-
pole

COLLEGE OF Business Education 
(CBE) has launched an entrepreneur-
ship clubs in Temeke secondary school 
with the target of rolling the programme 
in selected secondary schools Dar es Sa-
laam region.

The clubs aim to enable students to 
grow up with various business skills, 
which will motivate them to venture 
into self-employment after finishing 
schools.

Speaking during the launch of the 
club at Temeke secondary school, the 
Director of Postgraduate, Research and 
Consultancy of the college, Dr. Tumaini 
Ubadius, said the aim is to rich out many 
schools in Dar es Salaam.

Dr. Tumaini said the college has con-
sidered the importance for students to 
be taught about entrepreneurship at 
their young age, so that when they grad-
uate from higher education, they have a 
broad understanding of business issues.

He said that through the program, 
the college will be sending its teachers 
every Thursday to teach students entre-
preneurship.

“By doing this we want to reduce the 
problem of people looking for jobs, so 
that when they finish their studies they 
can be self-employed and what we are 
doing is to develop their talents and in-
novations they have from tender age,” 
he said.

“We have decided to building aware-
ness from the ground so that when they 
become aware of their surrounding en-
vironment and other challenges, they 
can use it as opportunity to help the 
community and generate their own in-
come,” he said.

He said they have planned to visit all 
the schools in Dar es Salaam and intro-
duce such clubs adding that they will go 
to other regions where CBE has its cam-
puses such as Mbeya, Mwanza, Dodoma 
and Zanzibar.

The Headmaster of the school, Ingia 
Mtenga said he appreciates CBE for se-
lecting the school to be the first to start 
an entrepreneurship club, promising to 
make good use of the opportunity.

She said the school was established 
in 2005 with O’level students and cur-
rently has 2,526 students and more than 
500 students are studying business and 
commerce.

“This idea of introducing an entrepre-
neurship club has come at the right time 
because we have many students who 
are studying business here. We appreci-
ate this opportunity because entrepre-
neurship skills will help our students to 
solve the challenges around them,” she 
said

“Through this club we will get good 
cookers who make cakes, good barbers, 
gardeners and chicken breeders and 
they will use the challenges in the com-
munity to generate income to enable 
them to be independent and help oth-
ers,” she said.

She asked the students to study hard 
so that they can succeed and get op-
portunities to study at colleges like CBE, 
where they will get higher education on 
entrepreneurship and business at large.

“We would like to see the training 
that you will provide through this club 
is sustainable. I request that those who 
will get entrepreneurship skills through 
this club get small capital so that they 
can start small businesses that will help 
them earn income,” she said.

Form three student Joshua Ibrahim 
commended the move, saying that it 
will be a great help for students to have 
an understanding of business while 
they are at school.

“We are grateful for choosing our 
school as the starting point in this pro-
gram and it will help us to understand 
business issues early, so in the future 
even if someone goes to university, he 
has a good foundation that he got in sec-
ondary school,” said Joshua.
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 By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan 
yesterday appointed National 
Housing Corporation (NHC) 
Nehemia Mchechu director 
general the new Treasury 
registrar and Mussa Mohamed 
Makame as new Tanzania 
Petroleum Development 
Corporation (TPDC) director 
general.
A State House statement signed 
by Zuhura Yunus, the director 
of presidential communications, 
said Mchechu replaces Mgonya 
Benedicto who will be assigned 
other duties, while Makame 
replaces Dr James Mataragio 
who will similarly be assigned 
other duties.
Prior to the new appointment

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi pictured with the EU Head of Delegation to Tanzania, Manfredo Fanti (2nd-R); Zanzibar’s Trade and Industrial De-
velopment minister, Omar Said Shaaban (R); Minister of State in the Zanzibar President’s Office (Labour, Economic Affairs and Investment), Mudrick Soraga 
(L); and Tanzania’s Industry, Trade and Investment minister Dr Ashatu Kijaji; stand for the National Anthem in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly before the 
closure of the two-day Tanzania-EU Business Forum.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent  

Dr Mwinyi vibrant as EU 
forum ends on high note

Samia appoints 
new Treasury 
Registrar, NHC, 
TPDC CEOs

Ruto launches
Taifa Gas LPG
facility project,
hails new trust

AfDB applauds work in projects it finances
TURN TO Page2

“We greatly 
appreciate the 
European Union’s 
assistance in this 
regard, including 
the generous aid 
of 23m euros 
(56bn/-). This 
grant will support 
the investment 
and business 
environment 
improvement 
program, known as 
the Blueprint

TURN TO Page2
TURN TO Page2

Nehemia Mchechu
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During the closing cer-
emony, three financing 
agreements by the Euro-
pean investment Bank 
(EiB), the Dutch entre-
preneurial development 
bank (FMo) and French 
development finance in-
stitution (Proparco) were 
signed to support local 
major banks.

the EiB, with EU guar-
antee, will provide new 
credit line to local part-
ner banks for lending to 
the tanzania private sec-
tor, for up to 370m euros 
(more than 750bn/-).

thomas Östros, the EiB 
vice president, said the EU 
and EiB lately approved a 
euro 270m lending to pri-
vate sector companies – 
mainly small and medium 
enterprises in the Main-
land and Zanzibar. the 
funds will be channelled 
through nMB, CRDB and 
KCB as intermediaries, he 
stated.

a total of euros 150m 
has been directed to 
CRDB, euros 100m to 
nMB and euros 20m to 
KCB. Further loans to oth-
er local banks are expect-
ed to be approved in the 
coming months or year, 
he said, specifying that 
the local banks will lend 
at least 30 percent of the 
funds to women-led firms 
or companies active in 
the blue economy sector.

this investment will 
be accompanied by a eu-
ros16m grant from the 
EU enabling participant 
banks to invest in the 
blue economy and gen-
der companies, by train-
ing companies on how 
to build projects eligible 
for this type of finance. 
the funds will be used 
to train banks to better 
understand gender and 

blue economy clients, 
meanwhile as participat-
ing local banks are sup-
ported to develop report-
ing systems desegregated 
by gender, age and sector, 
to highlight blue economy 
activities, the EiB execu-
tive intoned.

Dutch FMo and French 
Proparco loans to local 
partner banks intended 
for lending to the tanza-
nia private sector with  
FMo arranging a $125m 
(close to 292bn/-) senior 
loan facility for long-term 
client, nMB Bank.

the senior loan is pro-
vided in partnership with 
Proparco, contributing 
$50m to the total facil-
ity and will be used for 
financing small firms, 
women owned – firms 
and agri-businesses. the 
facility demonstrates 
FMo and Proparco’s 
commitment to driving 
tanzania’s growth in part-
nership with solid local 
institutions, he asserted.

the third agreement 
was of FMo (with EU 
guarantee) new invest-
ment to nMB Bank for 
lending to women and 
youth related projects, 
totalling $11m (27.7bn/-), 
where the risk sharing fa-
cility will be used to sup-
port nMB Bank in increas-
ing financing for micro, 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises.

FMo’s naSiRa risk 
sharing program sup-
ports financial institu-
tions to increase financ-
ing for MSMEs with a 
focus on underserved 
business segments, such 
as women-based and 
youth-owned businesses, 
who often remain under 
banked due to high risks 
- both perceived and real 
- involved in lending to 
such groups, he added.

Dr Mwinyi vibrant 
as EU forum in Dar
ends on high note

Education, Science and Technology minister Prof Adolf Mkenda (R) engaged in talks with Canada’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Kyle Nunas, who called on him in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday to introduce himself. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

development goals, 
he stated.
AfDB has made 
a significant 
contribution in 
electricity projects 
countrywide, 
including projects 
to generate hydro 
power at Kakonko, 
Malagarasi, a 400 
kilovolts power 
transmission project 
from Iringa to 
Dodoma and onward 
to Shinyanga and 
Namanga.
There is also a 220 
kilovolt power 
transmission project 
linking Rusumo and 

Nyakanazi, plus a 
400 kilovolt power 
transmission project, 
linking Nyakanazi 
and Kigoma.
Jonathan 
Nzayikorera, the 
AfDB executive 
director for BDIR-16, 
said early this week 
that the bank was 
impressed with the 
ongoing construction 
of the Msalato 
International Airport.
He was pleased to 
hear that phase 
one of construction 
set for April 2025 
completion has been 
brought forward to 
December, 2024.

afDB applauds 
work in projects 
it finances

Makame was a member of 
the TPDC board, as a lead-
ing consultant in Tanza-
nia’s oil and gas industry, 
the statement noted. All 
appointments were effec-
tive from yesterday, the 
statement said.
Hamad Abdallah 
becomes NHC director 
general, leaving his 
post as director general 
for Gimcoafrica Ltd, a 
property valuation firm. 

Mchechu was brought 
back at the helm of the 
NHC last March, after the 
late Dr John Magufuli 
dropped him in October 
2018 leaving a slew 
of real estate projects 
unfinished.
Dr Mataragio who has 
guided TPDC for more 
than  a decade was 
pushed out on April 
3, 2021 and then the 
president reversed the 
decision, just hours later.
The Office of the Treasury 

Registrar (OTR) is holds 
all public investments 
comprising the paid up 
capital of public and 
statutory corporations 
along with stakes in 
private enterprises in 
which the government 
owns shares.
Among others, the regis-
trar manages all activities, 
all assets of public en-
tities, institutions and 
government agencies, 
to review the financial 
performance of public and 

statutory corporations on 
behalf of the government.
The office is tasked with 
recommending measures 
aimed at amalgama-
tion, disestablishment or 
improvement of public 
financed commercial or 
service rendering institu-
tions to uplift their perfor-
mance.
The office renders advice 
to the government on es-
tablishment of new public 
or statutory corporations, 
consolidating or vesting of 

any business or property 
in those organizations to 
enhance efficiency, plus 
assist organisations with 
unique problems.
It is also charged with set-
ting financial targets and 
other performance indica-
tors for public institutions 
and statutory corpora-
tions, advise on the need 
to invest or to dispose-off 
investments in public 
institutions or statutory 
corporations to the gov-
ernment.

Samia appoints new treasury Registrar, nHC, tPDC CEos

Neophita Lukiringi (2nd-L, in specs), an occupational therapist with the Moshi centre of CCBRT Hospital, shows how to take the measurements of wheelchairs in accordance 
with World Health Organisation guidelines. She was making the demonstration yesterday to members of the hospital’s board of directors who were on a tour of Kilimanjaro 
Region ahead of the climax of the centre’s 25th anniversary commemorations today.  Second-left (standing) is the board’s president, Dr Willibrod Slaa, and right is the 
hospital’s CEO, Brenda Msangi. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

 By   Special Correspondent

ONIONS are the staple of 
cuisines across the world, the 
most consumed vegetable 
after the tomato.
About 106 million tons are 
produced annually — roughly 
the same as carrots, turnips, 
chillies, peppers and garlic 

combined.
Now, all over the world, 
prices are soaring, fuelling 
inflation and prompting coun-
tries to take action to secure 
supplies.
Morocco and Turkey have 
halted some exports, as has 
Kazakhstan. The Philippines 
has ordered an investigation 

into onion cartels.
Restrictions have also gone 
beyond onions to include 
carrots, tomatoes, potatoes 
and apples, hampering avail-
ability worldwide, the United 
Nations and the World Bank 
warned this month. In Europe, 
empty shelves have forced 
UK supermarkets to ration 

purchases of some fruit and 
vegetables after a weak 
harvest in southern Spain and 
North Africa.
The jump in prices is a 
knock-on effect from dis-
astrous floods in Pakistan, 
frosts damaging stockpiles in 
Central Asia and Russia’s war 
in Ukraine. In North Africa, 

meanwhile, farmers have bat-
tled severe droughts and an 
increase in the cost of seeds 
and fertilizers.

Poor weather has hit Moroccan 
growers particularly hard. at a 
market in the ocean district in 
central Rabat, Fatima said vegetable 
prices remain “exorbitantly 
high” even with the ban on 

sending onions and tomatoes to 
West africa introduced by the 
government this month.

In Kazakhstan, the spike in 
prices has prompted authorities 
to tap strategic stockpiles while its 
trade minister urged people not 
to buy onions by the sack amid a 
panic rush to secure supplies 
in local supermarkets. 

‘Onion shortage threatens new chapter in world food crisis’
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Samia 
pledges 
to boost 
livestock 
sector

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZanZiBaR President Dr Hus-
sein ali Mwinyi has urged 
stakeholders in the tourism 
sector to improve services to 
meet the needs and require-
ments of visitors coming to 
tanzania.

Dr Mwinyi made the state-
ment when opening the tour-
ism and business forum, the 
Z-summit in  Unguja Urban 
District on thursday.

He said the tourism sector 
in Zanzibar has many attrac-

tions and is an important sec-
tor that contributes 30 per 
cent to the national income.

D. Mwinyi said his govern-
ment is making various ef-
forts to strengthen the sec-
tor to increase the number 
of tourists to 850,000 by 
2025. He said the govern-
ment has already improved 
infrastructures which in-
clude expansion of the abeid 
amani Karume international 
airports and maintenance of 
roads.

He said the airport cur-

rently provides international 
services that meet the needs 
of visitors under an interna-
tional organization—Dnata 
that provides international 
airport services.

He said construction of the 
Pemba international airport 
which is expected to open 
Pemba for tourism, is part of 
the government’s efforts to 
promote the tourism sector 
in the country.

Mwinyi said that Zanzibar 
is a centre for many visitors 
from different countries 

around the world due to its 
decorated preserved history 
as well as an old town that is 
a UnesCo reserve. He said 
the isles attract many visitors 
through beaches, greener en-
vironment as well as various 
types of sports.

on blue economy, the 
president said the govern-
ment has taken initiatives to 
practically implement the 
policy and emphasizing on 
sustainability of the resourc-
es through the ‘tourism for 
all’ policy.

He insisted that the govern-
ment will continue to invest in 
creating a good environment 
for tourism stakeholders, asking 
participants to be ambassadors 
by bringing more visitors in Zan-
zibar. ““let’s all together share 
experiences and work together 
to contribute to developing the 
tourism sector in tanzania,” he 
added.

Minister for tourism and 
natural Resources, Mohamed 
Mchengerwa said tanzania 
needs to promote its tourism 
sector internationally. 

He said that the govern-
ment in collaboration with 
Zanzibar aims to increase the 
number of tourists from for-
eign countries including eu-
rope, asia, the Far east and 
america

He explained that the gov-
ernment is also interested in 
capturing the tourism market 
from China, which leads the 
world in providing tourists of 
up 1.5 million in each country.

Minister for tourism and 
antiquities in Zanzibar, simai 
Mohammed said, said time has 

 President Mwinyi  urges  tourism  stakeholders to improve services
come for Zanzibar to change 
its attitude through tourism 
seasons and to get rid of the 
concept of small and big sea-
sons. He said it is important to 
consider and promote all sea-
sons to benefit more from the 
sector.

Chairman, Zanzibar asso-
ciation of tourism investors 
(Zati), Rahim Baloo said the 
meeting aimed to introduce 
the world and promote Zan-
zibar in terms of tourism and 
culture as well as welcoming 
more investors. 

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba and East African Community secretary general Dr Peter Mathuki (R) share a light moment shortly before 
the start of the 43rd EAC Ministers Council meeting in Bujumbura, Burundi, on Thursday. Photo courtesy of Finance ministry

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Mwanza

PResiDent samia suluhu 
Hassan has promised to further 
improve the livestock sector 
through various means.

livestock and Fisheries Dep-
uty minister abdallah Ulega un-
veiled this recently in Misungwi 
district, Mwanza region during a 
short ceremony to hand over 36 
boran heifers to Buchosa coun-
cil.

Ulega said the government’s 
goal is to see young people gen-
erate wealth by entering the 
livestock sector and taking the 
livestock to the market.

“our country has 33 million 
cattle and productivity is still 
very low due to many factories 
not getting enough raw materi-
als. livestock should increase 
productivity and national in-
come and for each individual,” 
said Ulega.

He added that through the 
special samia Ufugaji kwa tija 
(saUti) programme, the gov-
ernment has succeeded in es-

tablishing livestock fattening 
training where approximately 
70 young people are given prac-
tical training at the livestock 
training agency (lita) and the 
tanzania livestock Research 
institute (taliRi) in Misungwi 
district.

Ulega said he is very grateful 
to President samia for reforming 
the livestock sector, noting that 
the government has established 
saUti training centres where 
until now there are eight centres 
for young people to be trained, 
and also explained that through 
these centres, young people will 
be taught the best and modern 
way to create pastures and ac-
cess to quality livestock.

sengerema district commis-
sioner, senyi ngaga thanked 
President samia suluhu Hassan 
for getting the cow for the Bu-
chosa council.

 one of the students thanked 
the government for coming up 
with the breeding programme 
that will help them find employ-
ment.

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

REGIONAL IMMIGRATION OFFICER,
P.O.BOX 404,
IRINGA
21.02.2023
                                                                                                                                       
RE:  APPLICATION FOR CITIIZENSHIP
Notice is hereby given that:
MR.PINKALKUMAR  HASMUKHBHAI PATEL
P.BOX 821,
IRINGA

Whose photography is provided above is applying to the 
Minister of Home Affairs for Tanzania  Citizenship. His 
nationality at present is INDIAN country of origin  INDIAN. 
Occupation his Employee at TOP SHOP LTD IRINGA.  He 
has been in this country since 2010 and also resided in 
IRINGA Region.

That any person who knows any reason why citizenship 
should not be grated to be the applicant should send a 
written and signed statement of the fact to the:

COMMISSION GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION SERVICE,
P.OBOX  1181,
DODOMA.
PROPERTY NUMBER:  WPC/20432/21

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA MINISTRY OF 
HOME AFFAIRS

 IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

Telegrams: “IMMIGRATION"    
THE OFFICE OF REGIONAL IMMIGRATION OFFICER,
FAX +255 27 2542219 
P.O. Box. 371, TANGA.
TELEPHONE: +255 27 2647778   
30 January, 2023

REF TA/IMM/TO: VOL.II/6   
    

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

REF: ANKITA DINESHKUMAR SUTAR
The above-named person whose photograph attached is 
applying for Tanzanian Citizenship to the Minister for 
Home Affairs. Her Nationality at present is Indian and she 
is married to Dixit Hasmukh Sachania who is a Tanzanian 
working as businessman. She has been in Tanzania since 
the year 2020.
Anyone who has any reason as to why Tanzania 
Citizenship should not be granted to the applicant, should 
send a written and signed statement of facts to the 
Commissioner General of Immigration, P.O. BOX 1181 
Dodoma.

For COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

lanDs, Housing and Human settlements Development 
minister, angelina Mabula has ordered land   planning au-
thorities at the district councils to take action against land 
formalisation companies that fail to perform their duties 
including cancellation of their contracts.

the minister’s directive came after she discovered that 
some formalization companies failed to complete their du-
ties on time as well as taking people’s money without pro-
viding them with title deeds.

Mabula wanted stern gal measures to be taken against the 
companies as well as revocation of their contract. she also 
asked authorities at district level to make sure citizens are 
involved at all the stages of land formalisation.

she instructed land officials in the country to arraign 
citizens refusing to pay land levies after expiry of the six 
months grace period offered by President samia suluhu 
Hassan to allow them to pay the taxes without interest.

“if you do not take stern actions against tax evaders and 
the companies; i will take actions against you,” she asserted.

she also instructed all the councils to allocate investment 
areas to make it easier for investors coming in the country 
to smoothly invest in various sectors. she said the president 
has already opened up the country by welcoming investors, 
adding a good number of them have showed interest to in-
vest in different economic sectors including agriculture, in-
dustry, mining and construction.

“the president directed every council to allocate invest-
ment areas, it is their responsibility to ensure that invest-
ment areas are prepared and allocated along with strategies 
to make them favourable for investment,” she added, warn-
ing some district authorities over taking people’s land with-
out paying compensation, insisting compensation should 
be made before relocating people.

the director of land development from the ministry, De-
ogratias Kamilenze, said there are needs to enhance land 
planning due growing urbanization.

“there are currently 4,310 emerging cities in the country 
and the ministry has already evaluated and prepared guide-
lines for the development of rural housing and plans con-
struction of better low cost houses,” said Kamilenze.

 Govt puts land formalisation failing companies on notice
He said in Morogoro region, the land 

formalization exercise has been com-
pleted by 19.9 per cent while the two 
districts of Malinyi and Ulanga have so 
far not submitted any formalisation in-
formation. some 94 streets within Moro-
goro Region have not yet been reached, 
a situation that delays the formalisation 
process. Kamilenze said a total of 163 
companies were registered to conduct 
land planning and surveying in all coun-
cils countrywide, of which 78 were reg-
istered for land planning and 85 were 
registered for land surveying.

Morogoro regional commissioner, Fat-
ma Mwasa said there is a need to review 
the law that gives power 
to village leaders to allo-
cate land not exceeding 
50 acres.

Agriculture minister Hussein Bashe addresses 
journalists in Dodoma city on Thursday on the 
812 youths selected to join the Building Bet-
ter Tomorrow Youth Initiative in Agribusiness 
(BBT-YIA) programme scheduled to start on 
March 17 at 15 centres in different parts of the 
country. Photo: Correspondent Renatha Msun-
gu

By Guardian Reporter

tHe east african Community (eaC) secretary General 
Dr Peter Mathuki held a meeting with the executive sec-
retary of the international Conference on the Great lakes 
Region (iCGlR), ambassador João Caholo to deliberate on 
areas of cooperation between the two institutions in sup-
porting the restoration of peace and security in eastern 
DRC.

the meeting follows a Mini-summit of heads of states 
and Governments on Peace and security in eastern DRC 
recently held in addis ababa.

the two leaders committed to enhancing collaboration 
between the two institutions by partnering and availing 
necessary support to each other, in the quest for restoring 
peace and security in eastern DRC.

they noted that their respective institutions have com-
plimentary roles to play, in ensuring a sustainable solu-
tion to the peace and security situation in eastern DRC is 
realized.

Dr Mathuki said: “the gains of regional integration such 
as economic development can only be realized when the 
region is peaceful and we thus have to play our rightful 
roles in contributing to this.”

amb Caholo noted that a win in ensuring peace is real-
ized in eastern DRC, is a win for the continent and globe 
at large and reiterated his commitment to supporting the 
quest for peace in eastern DRC.

eaC, iCGlR commit to strengthen  
collaboration to support restoration 
of peace and  security in  the DRC

the meeting was held on the sidelines of the 
on-going 43rd ordinary Meeting of eaC council of 
ministers in Bujumbura, Burundi. 

The gains of regional integra-
tion such as economic devel-
opment can only be realized 
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Farmers assured of timely delivery of subsidised fertiliser
By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

PUBliC assurances have been is-
sued by the tanzania Fertiliser Co. 
(tFC) of timely delivery of subsidised 
fertiliser to fulfill the demand in differ-
ent regions.

two weeks since the launch of the 
distribution programme, tFC has 
already reached 12 regions country-
wide, delivering 2300 tonnes of Urea 
n46 percent.

speaking with the Guardian in an 
exclusive interview yesterday, tFC’s 
General Manager, samuel Mshote not-
ed that the company is well prepared 
to ensure timely distribution of ferti-

liser to farmers.
He said the demand for the in-

put    differ from one region to the 
others, thus those with immedi-
ate  demand are served first, adding 
that 2023/24  farming season will not 
have any challenges.

Mshote said the 2022/23 season’s 
target was to distribute 8100 tonnes 
and 2700tonnes was the target for the 
first phase of the distribution.

“i would like to assure farmers in 
the country of timely distribution of 
fertiliser as is expected by the govern-
ment,” he said.

according to the manager, tFC has 
accrued a total of 4.2 bn/- in distribu-

tion of fertiliser but also have 1.8/- in 
subsidiary debt owed by the govern-
ment. He explained that the govern-
ment has revived tFC in a bid to en-
sure a sufficient supply of fertilisers at 
reasonably lower than market prices.

eight years down the road, the com-
pany had stopped involving itself in 
selling fertilisers due to commercial 
and capital reasons.

However, tFC is now back in the 
game as the government yesterday 
launched the distribution of the prod-
uct at a subsidised price and the gov-
ernment gave the company some  6 
bn/- in capital.   “we are targeting to 
distribute 8,100 tonnes between now 

and the end of april,” said Mshote, 
adding that “a 50-kilo bag of fertiliser 
will be sold at sh70, 000 compared 
to the Dar es salaam market price of 
sh112, 000.” said Mshote.

He thanked the government for the 
support, but said that in a bid to make 
tFC even stronger, they needed sh45 
billion in capital against the available 
sh6 billion. He said with the sh45 bil-
lion in capital, they will be able to im-
port 25,000 metric tons of fertiliser to 
be distributed to various parts of the 
country.

He said to ensure the company’s 
sustainability in fertiliser supply, the 
government of tanzania and that of 

Morocco will next week start talks 
for setting up a blending facility in 
Kisarawe, Coast Region. Responding 
to the question of capital, Mavunde 
said the government will be ready to 
dish out more capital only if they are 
convinced by tFC to do so.

During the 2022/23 financial year, 
the government increased the budget 
for the Ministry of agriculture to sh751 
billion, well above the sh290 billion 
approved in the 2021/22 financial year. 
speaking earlier, tFC board chairman 
Florence turuka said the impact of 
external shocks is a wake-up call for 
the country to start production of fer-
tiliser in the near future.

a fertiliser shortage, worsened by 
the Russia- Ukraine war, is driving up 
their prices and global food prices. “as 
a country, we are compelled to import 
at a high price. to address this, we 
have no option, but start producing 
fertilisers locally,” said Dr turuka.

as tFC waits for the plan on paper 
to materialise, he said tanzania had 
an enabling infrastructure that could 
enable the country to feed the local 
market and neighboring countries.

official data have tanzania can only 
produce locally 10 percent of the an-
nual demand of 430,000 tonnes of 
fertilisers, with the rest being import-
ed.

Global Education Link (GEL) director Abdulmalik Mollel briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the exhibition on Cyprus, 
Turkey, UK, Malaysia and India universities scheduled to be held in a Dar es Salaam hotel beginning today. With him GEL external 
affairs director Robert Kibona (L) and general manager Regina Lema. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Correspondent George Sembony, Kilindi

KilinDi District Council in tanga Region has 
taken strategic steps to reintroduce cotton as an 
alternative cash crop after seeing that the sec-
tor’s prospect was now promising.

the move is aimed to reduce reliance on food 
crops as cash crops and invest in massive pro-
duction of cotton and bring positive impacts to 
the farmers.

Gracian Makota, District executive Direc-
tor (DeD) said the move will also address food 
shortages caused by farmers selling food crops 
for cash. “the reintroduction of cotton farming 
will also assist farmers in lowering sales of food 
crops and avoiding food shortages, which are 
largely due to people relying on food crops as 
cash crops,” Makota said.

Makota told this paper in an interview that 
the district has already received a total of eight 
tonnes of cotton seeds that have been distribut-
ed to farmers as part of a general cotton revival 
plan effectively supported by President samia 
suluhu Hassan.

the seeds will be planted in 825 acre farms 
spread across five wards of Mabalanga, Msanja, 
Jaila, Mkindi, and negero.

the cotton farming mobilisation programme 
for Kilindi residents was launched in Febru-

ary of this year in the tuwe neighbourhood of 
Muungano village in Msanja ward. Kilindi Dis-
trict Commissioners launched the mobilisation 
effort.  “in the first phase, the district received 
3.25 tonnes of cotton seeds, which were dis-
tributed in five wards. each ward received 
650 kg of cotton seeds. the current batch of 
five tonnes was added as a result of the good 
response shown by farmers in the five wards,” 
Makota explained.

He further stated that these would be dis-
tributed in the three wards that had the best 
response which are negero (1.8 tonnes), Jaila 
(1.6 tonnes), and Msanja (1.6 tonnes).

Cotton Farming Programme Coordinator, 
seif Hamis sempamba, said cotton farming 
has been reinstated some years after farmers 
decided to stop engaging in the crop due to 
marketing and input challenges.

“the Cotton Board decided to revive cotton 
farming after improvement in the markets and 
decided to choose wards which had previous-
ly undertaken cotton farming. Cotton has the 
ability to survive in harsh climatic conditions 
such as drought. Maize is vulnerable to drought 
conditions, but it is one of the major crops on 
which farmers rely for cash, and the council 
also relies on it for revenue collection,” sem-
pamba added.

Kilindi District takes crucial 
steps to reintroduce cotton

Mohamed Enterprises Ltd sales officer Jilala Jitabo (2nd-R) presents to Muheza District Council acting director Cyprian Mselem yesterday 67 motorcycles provided by the 
government to help agricultural officers serve farmers faster and more effectively. Photo: Correspondent Steven William

By GetrudeMbago

woMen Fund tanzania trust (wtF-t) 
has reached over 400 non-government 
organisations, platforms and 68,000 indi-
viduals with financial and idea expansion 
support to enable them implement vari-
ous social and economic projects that im-
pact the society.

the Fund which is now commemorat-
ing its 15th anniversary has been working 
to extend support to the local nGos and 
individuals as well as help fight oppressive 
systems to women.

addressing reporters in Dar es salaam, 
the Fund’s executive director Rose Maran-

du said beyond celebrating the impactful 
work that has been done, the three-day 
event which is expected to commence to-
day is also aimed to share knowledge, to 
engage, and to inspire other civic and non-
civic actors to understand what role femi-
nist funds have played around the world, 
with a particular focus on what role wFt-
trust plays in tanzania, and how others 
can be part of this new feminist funding 
model.

she said the Fund employs two innova-
tive strategies in grant making. First it pro-
vides funding to locally based women and 
girls’ rights organisations which demon-
strate or show potential of effecting trans-

formative changes in the lives of women 
and girls in their respective communities.

the second level of funding goes to na-
tional networks, platforms and coalitions 
which direct efforts in transforming legal 
frameworks, policies, plans and budgets. 
at this level, we have seen enhanced de-
bates which interrogate discriminatory le-
gal frameworks, policies, plans and budg-
ets. one key achievement at this level is 
strengthened women rights movements, 
collective voice and sustained feminist 
agenda.

in addition to grant making,  wFt-t has 
catalysed a dialogue and debate challeng-
ing conventional philanthropic approach-

es which fail to reach out the majority of 
those in need of such funding particularly 
women and girls in community level set-
tings,” she said.

Maria Rusimbi, wFt-t co-founder said 
despite a huge step that has been wit-
nessed in uplifting women, the majority 
of them are denied their rights due to op-
pressive systems in the society.

“as we celebrate the court case, wFt-t 
realizes that there are hundreds of girls 
and women who are subjected to various 
acts of violence, who need the support of 
women and men in this country to stand 
up and say, “enough is enough” let our 
girls and women remain safe in their own 

home, in their communities and in this 
nation.” she said the event will also chart 
more innovative ways to increase women’s 
access to financial support and thus fulfil 
their social and economic projects.

“we will also centre on celebrating sto-
ries of change from grassroots initiatives, 
grantee partners, and coalitions to draw 
lessons and reimagine the future beyond 
the next decade together. it will be an op-
portunity to learn from the fund’s vision-
ary feminist founders and dive into the 
role of the women’s funds in building a 
stronger, sustainable and resilient wom-
en’s movement able to bring transforma-
tive changes.”

WTF-T supports over 400 NGOs in implementation of social, economic projects

ADDIS ABABA
 
at least seven people have died from starvation in 

Borena area in southern ethiopia following severe 
drought, local authorities and residents have said.

Dhenge wario, a district administrator in the zone 
in oromia region close to the country’s border with 
neighbouring Kenya, said among those dead were a 
two-month-old baby and elderly people.

“People are not eating food for many days. their cat-
tle are all dead,” he said.

Guyo turu, a resident of the district which is most-
ly populated by pastoralist communities, said his 
16-year-old son had died.

“He got sick because of hunger; we had nothing. 
when we took him to the hospital they told us [his ill-
ness] was related to shortage of food. He died shortly 
after that,” he said. Guyo said that his family had lost 
all their cattle.

another resident said he had lost all but four of his 
150 cattle. More than 800,000 people require emer-
gency food assistance because of the drought, accord-
ing to the disaster prevention and food security office 
in Borena zone. “the number of people seeking aid is 
increasing” the head of the office said.

Food aid is being provided by the government and 
non-governmental organisations but the needs are far 
higher than what’s been delivered, he added.

a branch of the office in the area however said it 
had no information about the people dying from food 
scarcity. the Horn of africa region is suffering from 
what the Un has called “the most severe drought in 
two generations” after five consecutive failed rainy 
seasons.

the Un’s migration agency ioM had previously said 
that more than 4.5 million cattle had died since 2021 
because of the drought in ethiopia.

Drought ravages southern 
Ethiopia, killing at least 7
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By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZAnZIBAR President Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi has said that religious 
institutions and civil society or-
ganisations have a big contribu-
tion to the government especially 
in the maintenance of peace and 
development in the country.

He said religious organisations 
have the responsibility to pro-
vide spiritual guidance in order to 
build a nation of peace, solidarity 
and ethical behaviour to the com-
munity, the issue that spur peace 
and development.

  Dr Mwinyi made the remarks 
at Zanzibar state House on Mon-
day while in discussion with the 
Archbishop of the seventh day 
Adventists, the diocese of south 
Tanzania, Dr Godwin Lekundayo 
who went for introduction.

  He said the institutions have 
good relationship with the gov-
ernment in regard to community 
development and strengthening 
spiritual solidarity for the up-
bringing of youth with ethical be-

haviour.
Dr Mwinyi also commended re-

ligious leaders for continuing to 
preach and mobilise peace, say-
ing even though the nation has 
followers from diverse faiths, but 
still it is surging forward in devel-
opment.  

  However, he called upon the 
religious institutions to continue 
working together with the govern-
ment in having youth of ethical 
behaviour in order to build a na-
tion of good leaders.

  Meanwhile, Archbishop Le-
kundayo commended the Zanzi-
bar government’s development 
efforts for the short period of 
Mwinyi’s presidency and praised 
both governments, Mainland and 
Zanzibar for boosting unity in dis-
regard of people’s religious faiths.

  Meanwhile, President Mwinyi 
participated in the event for 
opening the United Arab emirates 
(UAe) Consulate in Zanzibar in 
which saleh Al-Hemeir, the Con-
sular welcomed all Zanzibaris for 
various diplomatic services.

Religious organisations play a big role
in maintenance of peace, says Mwinyi

UN: One woman dies every two minutes in pregnancy, childbirth
By Guardian Reporter

A new report by United nations 
agencies said every two minutes, a 
woman dies during pregnancy or 
childbirth.

Trends in maternal mortality, 
reveals alarming setbacks for wom-
en’s health over recent years, as 
maternal deaths either increased 
or stagnated in nearly all regions of 
the world.

Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, Director-
General of the world Health Organ-
isation (wHO) said: “while preg-
nancy should be a time of immense 
hope and a positive experience 
for all women, it is tragically still a 
shockingly dangerous experience 
for millions around the world who 
lack access to high quality, respect-

ful health care.”
Dr Ghebreyesus added: “These 

new statistics reveal the urgent 
need to ensure every woman and 
girl has access to critical health 
services before, during and after 
childbirth, and that they can fully 
exercise their reproductive rights.”

UnICeF executive Director Cath-
erine Russell said: “For millions of 
families, the miracle of childbirth 
is marred by the tragedy of mater-
nal deaths. no mother should have 
to fear for her life while bringing 
a baby into the world, especially 
when the knowledge and tools to 
treat common complications exist. 
equity in healthcare gives every 
mother, no matter who they are or 
where they are, a fair chance at a 
safe delivery and a healthy future 

with their family.”
Juan Pablo Uribe, Global Director 

for Health, nutrition and Popula-
tion at the world Bank, and Direc-
tor of the Global Financing Facil-
ity said: “This report provides yet 
another stark reminder of the ur-
gent need to double down on our 
commitment to women and ado-
lescent health. with immediate ac-
tion, more investments in primary 
health care and stronger, more re-
silient health systems, we can save 
lives, improve health and well-be-
ing, and advance the rights of and 
opportunities for women and ado-
lescents.”

UnFPA executive Director Dr na-
talia Kanem said that it is unaccep-
table that so many women continue 
to die needlessly in pregnancy and 

childbirth. 
“Over 280,000 fatalities in a sin-

gle year is unconscionable. we can 
and must do better by urgently in-
vesting in family planning and fill-
ing the global shortage of 900,000 
midwives so that every woman can 
get the lifesaving care she needs. 
we have the tools, knowledge and 
resources to end preventable mater-
nal deaths; what we need now is the 
political will,” she added.

John wilmoth, Director of the 
Population Division of the Depart-
ment of economic and social Affairs 
said: “Reducing maternal mortality 
remains one of the most pressing 
global health challenges. ending 
preventable maternal deaths and 
providing universal access to qual-
ity maternal health care require sus-

tained national and international ef-
forts and unwavering commitments, 
particularly for the most vulnerable 
populations.  It is our collective re-
sponsibility to ensure that every 
mother, everywhere, survives child-
birth, so that she and her children 
can thrive.”

The report, which tracks mater-
nal deaths nationally, regionally and 
globally from 2000 to 2020, shows 
there were an estimated 287,000 
maternal deaths worldwide in 2020 
a slight decrease from 309,000 in 
2016 when the Un’s sustainable De-
velopment Goals (sDGs) came into 
effect. 

In total numbers, maternal deaths 
continue to be largely concentrated 
in the poorest parts of the world and 
in countries affected by conflict. 

In 2020, about 70 percent of all 
maternal deaths were in sub-saha-
ran Africa. In nine countries facing 
severe humanitarian crises, ma-
ternal mortality rates were more 
than double the world average (551 
maternal deaths per 100 000 live 
births, compared to 223 globally).

severe bleeding, high blood pres-
sure, pregnancy-related infections, 
complications from unsafe abortion, 
and underlying conditions that can 
be aggravated by pregnancy (such 
as HIV/AIDs and malaria) are the 
leading causes of maternal deaths. 

The report suggested for the 
world to significantly accelerate 
progress to meet global targets for 
reducing maternal deaths, or else 
risk the lives of over 1 million more 
women by 2030.

Livestock and Fisheries deputy minister Abdallah Ulega (R) is briefed at Mabuki in Misungwi District earlier this week on progress in the construction 
of sheds meant for raising dairy cows through the ‘Samia Ufugaji kwa Tija’ programme (SAUTI) at the Mabuki campus of the district’s Livestock Training 
Agency. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Arusha Regional Police Commander Justine Masejo (R) pictured in Arusha city earlier this week receiving two motorcycles worth a combined 6.1m/- from Grand Melia Hotel 
assistant manager Vikram Singh. It was a gesture by the hotel in support of efforts to enhance security in the city. Photo: Correspondent Woinde Shizza

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

AUTHORITIes in Tanga Region have 
signed aggreements for eight water con-
struction projects worth 10bn/- to be 
implemented in various wards in the re-
gion benefiting nearly 40,000 people.

speaking at the signing event regional 
commissioner, Omari Mgumba said that 

he will conduct close follow up as well 
as monitoring the implementation of all 
water projects to ensure that they are ex-
ecuted and completed on time.

The projects were signed by the Ru-
ral water supply and sanitation Agency 
(RUwAsA) -Tanga regional office and 
various contractors and will be imple-
mented in the districts of Korogwe, 

Lushoto, Kilindi, Mkinga and Handeni.
Mgumba said that the government will 

not tolerate negligence contractors who 
will be found delaying the execution of 
the projects directing those who have 
signed the contracts to ensure that the 
job goes well, have value for money and 
are handed over within scheduled time 
frame.

He further said that the sixth phase 
government move to use local contrac-
tors into various development projects 
aims to stimulate production of more 
employment opportunities to Tanzani-
ans as well as strengthen social and eco-
nomic development of the country.

RUwAsA regional manager eng. Up-
endo Lugongo said that once completed, 

the projects are expected to serve about 
39,000 residents in various villages.

she stated that the new projects will 
comprise construction of nine tanks 
with 1,830 cubic meters, pipe network 
with length of 168.2 kilometers length, 
92 water points and expected to increase 
water coverage for about 1.5 percent.

Tanga authorities sign pacts for water construction projects worth 10bn/-

ANTANANARIVO

TROPICAL cyclone Freddy, which has been 
sweeping across the Indian Ocean for several 
days, has killed 7 people as it passes through 
Madagascar and has weakened considerably 
as it makes landfall in Mozambique on Friday 
as a moderate tropical storm.

The winds accompanying the weather phe-
nomenon are averaging 65km/h with gusts to 
90km/h, the Malagasy government said in a 
statement on Thursday, raising the death toll 
from five to seven on the Big Island. The cy-
clone is moving more slowly, at 19 km/h.

It was expected to start hitting the Mozam-
bican coast overnight, between the centre 
and the south of the country, before its eye 
made landfall around 10am GMT, according 
to forecasters.

In Madagascar, it has caused signifi-
cant damage. The seven dead include four 
drowned, with three others killed “as a re-
sult of a house collapse”, the disaster man-
agement office said.

According to the latest update, 78,078 Mal-
agasy have been affected by the floods, many 
of whom have had to leave their homes.

Cyclone Freddy made landfall on Tuesday 
evening, with winds of around 130km/h and 
heavy rain.

About 10 storms or cyclones pass through 
the south-western Indian Ocean each year 
during the cyclone season, which runs from 
november to April.

Cyclone Freddy kills 7 in 
Madagascar, becomes a 
storm in Mozambique
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JUBA
sOUTH sudan’s President salva Kiir Mayar-

dit has asked the displaced people to return to 
their homes and promised that the government 

will extend security even to those who would 
choose to go back to their areas of origin.

The president made the call during a meeting 
with the displaced person at Freedom Hall in 
Juba on wednesday.

“For those who will opt to return to their ha-
bitual areas of residence, the government will 
provide security and would work jointly with 
partners to organise logistics around what is 
needed to resettle successfully in those areas,” 
Kiir (pictured) said.

“For those who cannot go back to their areas 
of residence, we have spoken to authorities in 
states where IDPs camps are located to set aside 
land to resettle them. I must add that this land, 
when designated, must be allocated to IDPs 
only,” he said.

The south sudanese head of state further 
called on international partners to render sup-
port to help the government in its efforts for 
reintegration and resettlement of millions of its 
citizens displaced by the deadly civil war.

“we know that about 2.3 million of our peo-
ple still live in refugee camps in neighboring 
countries. with peace implementation moving 
towards the final phase where elections will end 
the transitional period, repatriating our people 
from the camps in neighboring countries should 
top our agenda,” he said.

Kiir asks displaced to return home

Grab opportunities to study PhDs at foreign universities, Tanzanians told
By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

TAnZAnIAns have been advised 
to wisely use the opportunity to 
study PhDs at foreign universi-
ties, a move which is expected to 
increase the number of profession-
als and university lecturers in the 
country.

This was said yesterday by the 
Director General of the Overseas 
education Agency , Global educa-
tion Link (GeL), Abdulmalik Mol-
lel when speaking to journalists 
ahead of the exhibitions by univer-

sities of Cyprus, UK, Turkey, Malay-
sia and India which starts today in 
Dar es salaam.

He was concerned that some 
Tanzanians fail to go for PhD stud-
ies thinking the cost is too high, 
but there are abroad universities 
that offer such courses at relative 
costs.

“I would like to call upon stu-
dents who need to study PhD, to 
go to abroad universities because 
they are not expensive. when we 
have many people with such level 
of education, it will help to develop 

our nation in terms of research and 
education in general,” he said.

He said universities taking part 
at the exhibition are from In-
dia, Cyprus and Turkey and that 
they offer PhD studies at a cost of 
$1,000.

Mollel added: “I am talking about 
2m/- and 4m/- per year for the PhD 
level, it is cheap compared to other 
universities where the cost is up to 
8m/-.”

He said if a student can get the 
opportunity to study a PhD at a 
cost of between 2,300,000/- and 

4, 000,000/- at a world-renowned 
university, it is a great opportunity 
that Tanzanian graduates should 
consider. He said having the 
abroad universities in the country 
is an opportunity to increase the 
number of lecturers who wish to 
study at the PhD level.

He said the universities will on 
saturday and sunday conduct ma-
jor educational exhibition to allow 
Tanzanian students who need to 
study in foreign countries to make 
good choices.

He said the exhibitions will be 

held at serena Hotel from morning 
to evening while on sunday will be 
held at Mapinduzi square grounds 
in Zanzibar.

He said after exhibitions admis-
sion of students will be done at 
GeL offices in the city from Mon-
day, February 27th, 2023.

“There are universities that have 
reduced the fees for medical stud-
ies from 30m/- per year to 10m/- 
per year. Tanzanians should take 
advantage of the fee reduction to 
go for the studies,” he said.

He said in India the universities 

have brought their representatives 
including the Lovely Professional 
(LPU) University which special-
izes in engineering and business 
education, MMU University which 
specializes in medical and engi-
neering education and sharda Uni-
versity which specializes in medi-
cal education, Arts and Business.

He mentioned other universities 
as near east University located in 
the northern part of Cyprus and 
University of Kyrenia. From Turkey 
are Gelism and Ishiki universities 
and segi University of Malaysia. 

Agriculture deputy minister Anthony Mavunde (4th-R) presses a button in Dar es Salaam yesterday to launch a Private Agricultural 
Sector Support (PASS) Trust campaign dubbed ‘Kijanisha Maisha’. Fourth-left is PASS managing director Yohane Kaduma and third-
right is the chairperson of the agency’s board of trustees, Dr Tausi Kida. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

NAIROBI

MORe than 5.4 million people in Kenya 
will likely experience acute food insecu-
rity beginning in March and almost one 
million children are likely to suffer mal-
nutrition this year as east Africa faces 
the worst drought in decades, an inter-
national initiative has reported.

The analysis by the Integrated Food 
security Phase Classification predicted 
an increase in the 4.4 million Kenyans 
currently facing high levels of food in-
security in a country with a population 
of about 47.5 million. The current figure 
represents a 43 percent increase com-
pared to the same period last year.

Kenyan President william Ruto last 
week led a national prayer day for rain 
and promised to institute policies that 
would ensure the country’s people have 
enough to eat.

Rain is forecast for March but the 
Kenya Meteorological Department said 
there would be a delayed start of the 
rainy season in northern Kenya, which is 
mostly arid and semi-arid.

The region has had six failed rainy 
seasons, with less than usual rainfall in 
some areas and no rain in others.

Kenyan TV reported that herders from 
wajirCounty in northern Kenya have 
had to migrate because of the drought.

An environmental cleanliness team in business in Dar es Salaam’s Goba suburb earlier this week but without even basic personal protection gear! And, even more appallingly, it’s a com-
mon sight in many urban areas in Tanzania. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

By Guardian Reporter

AFRICA must rapidly accelerate efforts 
to improve access to, and the quality of 
health services for children to save more 
children’s lives and achieve sustainable 
development.

Prompted by the alarming limited pro-
gress, world Health Organisation (wHO) 
with the United nations Children’s Fund 
(UnICeF) and U.s Agency for International 
Development (UsAID) brought together 
experts in child health in Arusha recently 
from February 14 to 17 to rethink and de-
vise sustainable solutions to barriers that 
are holding back progress for the health 
and development of children.

Bringing together child health experts 
from ministries of health on the continent, 
the consultative meeting examines pro-
gress and lessons from implementation of 
the Integrated Management of Childhood 
Illness strategy (IMCI) developed by wHO 

and UnICeF in 1995 as a premier strategy 
to promote health and provide preventive 
and curative services for children.

At its inception IMCI focused on coun-
tries with more than 40 deaths per 1000 
live births, and many African countries are 
in that bracket.

Graced by the Permanent secretary of 
the Ministry of Health in Tanzania, who 
was represented by the Administrative 
secretary of the Arusha Region,    Athu-
man Kihamia the meeting sought to share 
and discuss findings of IMCI stock-taking 
in the wHO African region, to rethink and 
recommend sustainable strategies for im-
proving the quality of care for children at 
primary care levels and agree on a frame-
work and strategic actionable next steps 
that should guide member states’ and 
partner investments in the medium term.

In his opening remarks, Dr Zabulon Yoti, 
wHO Tanzania Country Representative 
said no sector can achieve child health 

and wellbeing alone. “The causes of child 
mortality go beyond the health sector. 
Poor sanitation, violence and injuries, 
poor education of caregivers require a 
more inclusive strategy that considers 
both the health and wellbeing of a child,” 
said Dr Yoti.

  Anne Detjen, a Child Health special-
ist from UnICeF new York echoed Mul-
tisectoral cooperation and emphasized 
the usefulness of community health care 
workers in promoting child health and 
wellbeing.

“we should focus on strengthening insti-
tutionalizing community health care and 
embrace community health care work-
ers into the primary health care system 
by training and remunerating them. This 
will improve equitable access to primary 
health care that we all know plays a great 
role in reduction of child mortality,” said 
Anne Detjen.

experts, analyzing child wellbeing in 

Africa note that the three main causes 
of child deaths in Africa 25 years ago are 
still devastating today. Pneumonia claims 
13 percent of under five deaths, diarrhea 
accounts for 9 percent and malaria causes 
10 percent of the deaths. All of them are 
preventable.

Through concerted political will, col-
laboration with development partners 
and expansive engagement of community, 
some countries in Africa have substantive-
ly addressed the impact of pneumonia, di-
arrhea and malaria on child health.

In Tanzania, where under 5 mortality 
rates have been suppressed from 147 to 
43 now, the coverage of rotavirus vaccines 
has been maintained at above 90 percent 
for more than a decade.

“In the past we used to designate a ward 
in district hospitals for children suffering 
from common childhood illnesses such as 
diarrhea and measles. we no longer have 
designated wards to admit children with 

diarrhea,” said Dr Felix Bundala, the Act-
ing Director of Child & Adolescent Health 
in Tanzania’s Ministry of Health.

Averting preventable deaths from the 
common causes of under 5 deaths, was the 
ideal of the wHO and UnICeF invention of 
IMCI 25 years ago. At its core, IMCI strat-
egy promotes a holistic approach based 
on integration, equity, prioritization and 
standardized care for common illnesses, 
and acknowledgement of the limited ca-
pacity for clinical care in low income.

In 2000, multi-country evaluation was 
conducted in Brazil, Peru, Bangladesh, 
Uganda and Tanzania and indicated that 
IMCI reduced child mortality by 13% in 
Tanzania and improved quality of care 
and rational use of medicines across many 
other countries.

In one of IMCI tales Tanzania innovated 
an IMCI distance learning programme 
that cut costs of IMCI training by 70 per-
cent from 1000 Us dollars per learner to 

‘Africa must accelerate efforts to improve access to, quality of  health services for children’

warning of almost one 
million malnourished 
children in Kenya this year
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By Guardian Reporter

as part of its initiative to improve the 
education sector and attain a digital soci-
ety, Vodacom tanzania PlC has handed 
over brand-new computers worth 115m/- 
to 16 schools in Moshi, Kilimanjaro Re-
gion.

the equipment will give teachers and 
students access to books and other learn-
ing materials for free.

Representing Moshi District Commis-
sioner,  Kisare Makori at a brief handover 
ceremony at Mrereni secondary school 
in southern Kilema, western Vunjo ward 
Councilor, Khamisuu Uledi commended 
the company for its commitment to-
wards improving education and leading 
in school connectivity projects across 
the country.

“Provision of education has experi-
enced tremendous changes globally, 
from depending on books to accessing all 
materials from the internet. i would like 
to applaud Vodacom tanzania’s dona-
tion of desktop computers to our region, 
which will be utilized to boost efficiency 
among teachers,” said Uledi.

“i urge all schools that benefited from 
these devices to make proper use of them 
and i believe that they will help improve 
teaching practices as well,” added Uledi.

the ward Councillor added: “the 

government always acknowledges such 
initiatives by opening doors to all stake-
holders who support educational ad-
vancement across the country. we are 
not there yet, and we call upon others 
to follow this path to attain a full-digi-
tized education system as the rest of the 
world.”

the 10 desktop computers were hand-
ed over to 5 secondary schools namely 
Marlex, sakayo, Mrereni, Mangoto, and 
Mwika. 

a total of 16 secondary schools which 
will benefit from the devices worth 115m/- 
are Kirongo, Mashati, Kwakoko, Mkuu, 
tarakea, nanjara, Mbomai, Umarini, 
ndueni, Motamburu, and Urauri. the 
project targets to reach 300 schools.

Vodacom northern Zone Manager, 
George Venanty reiterated: “we are de-
lighted to continue to be key government 
partners in supporting the education 
sector by enabling teachers and students 
to access free online teaching and learn-
ing materials.”

“the handover is the extension of the 
e-Fahamu project launched in 2017 and 
has so far benefited almost 300,000 stu-
dents. i believe they will boost efficiency 
amongst the beneficiaries,” said Venanty.

“i would like to thank the government 
for their endless partnership with us not 
only in the education sector but also oth-

Telco firm hands over new computers 
valued at 115m/- to 16 schools in Moshi

NARCO to open 100 livestock fattening schemes at its ranches
By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

tHe national Ranching Compa-
ny (naRCo) plans to embark on a 
major project for installation of 100 
livestock fattening schemes at its 
diverse ranches across the country.

the envisaged initiative, seeking 
to absorb around 300 fresh live-
stock graduates, is part of the pro-

longed efforts by the state –owned 
company to promote performance 
of the livestock sector in the coun-
try.

it will also provide graduates 
with potential opportunities to put 
their acquired-class theories into 
practice.

in an interview with the Guard-
ian, naRCo Director General, Prof 
Peter Msoffe said they have decided 
to implement the project with a pa-

triotic spirit to elevate performance 
of the vital economic sector within 
the country.

“as per the project design, we are 
expecting that each scheme will 
cover an area of between 1000 and 
4000 acres,” he said.

He added that they are now 
looking for possibilities to secure 
enough funds to ensure the project 
is implemented successfully.

“through the project naRCo 

will make sure the schemes are in-
stalled with all necessary facilities 
including water and infrastruc-
tures. the role of the youth will be 
to perform livestock fattening and 
marketing them at different possi-
ble locations,” he expressed.

and the don added that, accord-
ing to the envisaged plan, within 
the scheme, the responsibility of 
the youth, among others, will be 
based on livestock fattening and 

pasture production.
Dwelling on the other envisaged 

project, Prof Msoffe informed that 
naRCo was in the process to estab-
lish ranches within all regions with 
no ranches across the country.

“Currently we’re running talks 
with authorities in several regions 
over the possibilities to get chunk 
and favourable land for the estab-
lishment of ranches and some of 
the regions are showing willing-

ness to cooperate with us,” he ex-
pressed.

He said so far, the company has 
already communicated with re-
gional commissioners in seven re-
gions, saying all of them are coop-
erating well.

naRCo is a parastatal organisa-
tion under the Ministry of livestock 
and Fisheries responsible for large 
scale commercial ranching in the 
country.

Kanankira Nanyaro (R), Vodacom Tanzania’s sales manager for Rombo and Moshi districts, pictured in Moshi municipality yesterday present-
ing a computer to Sakayo Mosha Secondary School teacher Ivan Temu. The firm similarly gifted 15 other schools in Kilimanjaro Region. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

Correspondent Sabato Kasika captured this scene at a section of the Ubungo stretch of Dar es Salaam’s Morogoro Road earlier this week. One only hopes this three-wheeler rider was be 
spared the danger he evidently risked.

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

tHe United arab emirates’ eDGe group has 
signed a cooperation agreement with the tan-
zania People’s Defence Force (tPDF) during the 
iDeX defence show underway in abu Dhabi.

eDGe said the agreement, signed on Febru-
ary 21st, will pave the way for cooperation be-
tween eDGe and the tPDF on strategic oppor-
tunities of mutual benefit which will allow the 
tPDF to further develop and provide for tan-
zania’s defence, security, and technology needs.

the tPDF aims to enhance industrial capaci-
ty through its defence industries so as to be self-
sustained in the manufacturing and production 
of industrial products for military and civilian 
use in tanzania, and regionally, and to support 
the development of the tPDF’s industrial ca-

pacity by facilitating various programmes and 
projects in the field of automotive technologi-
cal innovations undertaken at tanzania auto-
motive technology Centre, eDGe statement 
read. the agreement was signed by Mansour 
alMulla, Managing Director and Ceo of eDGe, 

and General Jacob John Mkunda, tanzania’s 
Chief of Defence Forces.

“it builds on the friendly relations between 
the government of the United Republic of tan-
zania and the government of the United arab 
emirates,” said Mkunda.

UAE’s EDGE signs cooperation pact with Tanzania People’s Defence Forces

CAPE TOWN

tHe Department of Health has urged 
the public to practice good hygiene to 
minimise the spread of cholera.

the warning comes after the country 
recorded the first death related to chol-
era.

the victim, who died on sunday, is a 
24-year-old man from Benoni, with no 
travelling history.

He had been admitted to tambo Me-
morial Hospital with profuse watery di-
arrhoea.

the number of cholera-confirmed 
cases now stands at five, according to the 
Health Department.

the department’s spokesperson, Fos-
ter Mohale, has encouraged anyone with 
a history of the disease or who experi-
ences vomiting and diarrhoea to visit 
their nearest health facility for testing.

“the department will advise the be-
reaved family and undertakers of the 
safe burial precautions to prevent the 
spread of the disease.”

Cholera is a bacterial disease causing 
severe diarrhoea and dehydration, usu-
ally spread in water.

Health experts say the spread of chol-
era can be minimised through regular 
hand washing with soap and water, espe-
cially after using the toilet, as well as the 
general cleaning of the environment.

S.Africans 
urged to 
practise 
good hygiene 
following first 
cholera death

er sectors. education is the backbone to most 
developed nations across the world and we 
are committed to honouring the objectives 
of the school connectivity project to ensure 
that every student has free access to online 
learning materials in tanzania,” added the 
northern Zone Manager.

Headmistress of Mrereni secondary school 
in southern Kilema, Mary Gladstone said: 
“on behalf of the entire school, we are hon-
oured to receive the desktop computers be-
cause of a fruitful partnership between the 

government and Vodacom. these devices 
will impact a great deal on how our teachers 
and students access teaching and learning 
materials respectively.”

e-Fahamu was established by Vodacom 
Foundation in 2017 to support both teachers 
and students to access free online primary 
and secondary teaching and studying books 
from tanzania education association’s por-
tal as well as for the international curricu-
lum.

in 2022, the company in partnership with 

african Child Projects (aCP), launched the 
extension of the digital school connectivity 
project. the main objective of the project is 
to connect thousands of schools with inter-
net services across the country.

as part of the partnership agreement, 
aCP implemented the project in 50 govern-
ment schools located in 10 different regions 
throughout the country. the schools were 
handed over 186 desktop computers, and 
246 tablets, and provided with a monthly 
50GB internet bundle for a year.
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Campaign against flimsy plastic bags  
promising, but struggle must continue
RENEWED efforts are being 

enterprised for the National Envi-
ronmental Management Council 
(NEMC) to work with regional and 
district administrations to curb im-
porting of banned plastic single use 
bags or quite similar products. It is 
not the first time that the need to 
flush out such products has come 
up, in which case it is needs to be 
more pointed in what it targets, 
and how to overcome points of 
weakness in enforcing the single 
use plastics ban. Assistance is being 
sought from regional and district se-
curity committees, which indicates 
a wider range of involvement for a 
breadth of public officials. 

While there are gaps in the man-
ner in which the ban on single use 
plastics is being enforced it is un-
deniable that using flimsy plastic 
bags has changed greatly. Nowhere 
are the handle-enabled flimsy plas-
tic bags that usually littered urban 
landscapes in particular, especially 
in carrying edible take aways. There 
is no such use at the moment or 
any time since 2019 but wrappers 
of a different sort are in shops, of 
a seemingly altered material. It is 
these remaining plastic bags that 
are apparently at issue, ask they 
have largely come to be accepted as 
normal.

 While the environment regula-
tor has usually been keen about all 
plastic bags, district or municipal 
officials seem to be satisfied with 
eliminating the carrier bags. With 
the ministerial directive saying that 
NEMC should seek cooperation 
with those officials, their work will 
be snarled somewhat, as municipal 
officials don’t inspect cargo in buses 
or lorries to find plastic bags, etc, It 
is a matter of tracing commodity cir-
culation from a shop to the supplier 
and then to the wholesale supplier, 

with a clear possibility that even rev-
enue offices may have lists of those 
who purchase bags from outside or 
produce them locally. Those with 
handles meet texture standards.

While there was evidence of 
many plastic bags at the Mwanza 
landfill site that the ministerial team 
visited along with NEMC officials, 
no emergency rings on that score 
as a broad part of the environment 
is already protected. Earlier cows 
were being harmed chewing plas-
tic bags which had edibles that may 
attract cattle or other scavenging 
animals, and due to their being used 
with fast foods, tended to little the 
environment in a clearly disturbing 
manner. 

At present one sees plastic wrap-
pers for instance with bread, or 
when picking vegetables, sugar, 
grain etc. The reason is that these 
products need transparent material 
especially if they are pre-packed.

Within the constraint that origi-
nal campaigns on single use plastics 
were really about the wider envi-
ronment, it is a matter of business 
and regulatory assessment as to 
how far this objective has been re-
alised, It is possible there is a range 
of plastic bags that aren’t handle 
enabled that don’t meet recycling or 
more accurately organic decompo-
sition standards, which are implic-
itly part of the original ban of single 
use plastics.

 There is a whole sub-sector of 
potentially single use plastics for 
wrapping certain materials which 
even NEMC officials at times admit 
that they are exceptions to the ban. 

This position hasn’t been altered 
so there will be plenty of discussion 
at the municipal level on the precise 
target of the removal of remaining 
single use plastic bags as now di-
rected.

EU investments MoUs point 
to a long integration process

A two-day business forum or-
ganized by the European union 
to create a convivial climate for 
links between Eu firms and the 
private sector, aside from pub-
lic investment projects, had a 
banging start and well prepared 
benchmarks for what it would 
achieve. Notable accords relate to 
the European Investment bank 
extending 1.2trn/- to three major 
local banks for targeted invest-
ment support, while a consorti-
um of French and belgian compa-
nies will be involved in upgrading 
infrastructure at the port of Dar es 
Salaam and elsewhere. Links with 
the French islands of Mayotte and 
Reunion will also bolster invest-
ment outreach, now targeting the 
Gulf Zone.

An EIb top executive remarked 
that the 540m euro credit lines 
will support the banks in provid-
ing much needed longer term 
financing for micro, small and 
medium scale enterprises. That 
makes a difference as long term 
lending is a problem for small 
enterprises and indeed for lend-
ing as a whole, which implies that 
there is an element of targeted 
aid, designed to help uplift speci-
fied sections of the population. 
It is part of the theme of gender 
equality and uplifting small firms, 
along with youth groups or the 
disabled. It also has a sector-based 
lending focus, where the blue 
economy, energy and tourism 
will be given the greater part of 
credit attention.

While Vice President Dr Philip 
Mpango hailed the Eu for co-
ordinating the forum and their 
response to the call by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan for Europe-
an union firms to take up varied 
investment opportunities in the 
country, it is the breadth to which 
this would succeed that observ-
ers were  watching most. Local 

organisers put on the table a wish 
list for investors exploring agri-
culture, agro-processing, phar-
maceuticals, construction, along 
with science and technology, 
even intimating catching up with 
the fourth industrial revolution. 
It is early days yet but economic 
pressures in the West underscore 
the need for more extensive, if 
cautions, capital transfers.

Attention was given to accords 
on specified or large scale accords 
but soft power leveraging was 
also on the bill, when local par-
ticipants would hear, collectively, 
responses of European business 
executives on what they make of 
extensive regulatory reforms to 
create a conducive investment 
environment. The local dialogue 
where the government exchang-
es views with business organisa-
tions is skewed in favour of the 
government, while potential in-
vestors backed by their govern-
ments have the capacity to turn 
certain strategic mindsets on a 
different plane. It makes certain 
dispositions in the global market 
conduct relevant, or necessary, 
for us as well.

The Eu government side was 
keen about public sector leverag-
ing in agriculture, energy transi-
tion, manufacturing, connectivity, 
construction, transport and logis-
tics. While the discussion was on 
identifying emerging investment 
opportunities and potential chal-
lenges for business operations in 
the given sector, the wider issue 
was how such potentiality can 
be made practical. It requires a 
capacitating effort, in which case 
issuing large disbursements to 
key local banks for targeted in-
vestments helps local small firms 
to take up such possibilities. Eu 
partners will be needed at various 
st3ages, but capital availability 
was a crucial parameter.

Will there be an upset in Nigeria’s presidential election?
 By Yusuf Bangura

NIGERIANS will go the polls to-
day,   February 25, 2023 to elect a 
new president. Muhammadu bu-
hari, the current president, will 
not be on the ballot after having 
served two consecutive terms. The 
standard bearer of his party, the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), will 
instead be his party’s co-founder, 
bola Ahmed Tinubu, the ‘godfather’ 
of Lagos politics who governed La-
gos during the first eight years of 
the Fourth Republic. The People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), which 
ruled Nigeria between 1999, when 
civil rule was restored, and 2015 will 
be led by Atiku Abubakar, a former 
Vice President who fell out with his 
boss, Olusegun Obasanjo, and was 
hounded out of the party before 
plotting his way back in 2017.

After six elections and 24 years 
of continuous competitive politics, 
pundits believe that Nigeria’s pol-
ity can be characterised as an es-
tablished two party system. In this 
system, voters are assumed to be 
locked in and new parties lack the 
resources, structures and experi-
ence to topple the existing order. Is 
Nigeria’s two party system really in-
stitutionalised? Or can a third party 
defy the odds and create an elector-
al shock or upset? To address these 
questions, I first provide an over-
view of Nigeria’s party system, ques-
tioning the notion of a consolidated 
two party regime. I then discuss 
four sets of hot button grievances 
that are likely to influence voter 
calculations: the country’s abysmal 
economic condition and high levels 
of insecurity; the controversy over 
the APC’s Muslim-Muslim presiden-
tial ticket; the agitation for power 
rotation to the geopolitical South; 
and the South East’s claim to the 
presidency on the grounds of equi-
ty. This is followed by an analysis of 
the Peter Obi phenomenon and his 
Labour Party, which many believe 
poses the biggest threat to the two 
main parties. I conclude by exam-
ining some of the recent polls and 
advance a few scenarios on likely 
outcomes.

Interrogating Nigeria’s Two 
Party System

On paper, Nigeria’s political sys-
tem does look like a two party re-
gime. The APC and the PDP account-
ed for 99.7 percent of the votes in 
the 2019 presidential election and 
control 35 of the 36 state govern-
ments, 104 of the 109 Senators, 348 
of the 360 House of Assembly mem-
bers as well as most of the local 
government councils. However, this 
two party system is a recent phe-
nomenon. The country started its 
democratic path as a dominant par-
ty system in which the PDP enjoyed 
hegemonic power over a variety of 
regional parties. Prior to 2015, only 

the PDP could be characterised as 
a national party: it attracted sup-
port from five of the six geopolitical 
zones during the foundation elec-
tion of 1999 and won four consecu-
tive elections between 1999 and 
2011. Its success owed much to the 
national consensus spearheaded by 
the Northern political class to cede 
the presidency to the South West 
where agitation for the dismantling 
of the Nigeria project was rife after 
the cancellation of the June 12th 
1993 presidential election that was 
won by Moshood Abiola, a native of 
that region.

The other parties that contested 
the presidency before 2015 were 
largely regional outfits. Working in 
alliance with the Northern-based 
All People’s Party, the Alliance for 
Democracy (AD), the dominant par-
ty in the South West, rejected what 
it described as the Northern estab-
lishment’s imposition of the PDP’s 
Olusegun Obasanjo as a consensus 
candidate on the region and fielded 
an alternative candidate from that 
region, Olu Falae. Falae won all the 
six South West states by huge mar-
gins as well as yobe, Zamfara and 
Sokoto, but failed to win in the oth-
er 27 states.

Surprisingly, despite Obasanjo’s 
comprehensive rejection by vot-
ers in the South West in 1999, that 
zone became his biggest vote bank 
in the 2003 election when he was 
challenged by Muhammadu buhari 
under the banner of the All Nige-
ria People’s Party (ANPP), which 
drew most of its support from the 
North. buhari’s ANPP came a dis-
tant second with only 32% of the 
votes against Obasanjo’s 62%. The 
2003 election signalled, however, 
the end of the Northern consensus 
around Obasanjo’s presidency and 
the PDP’s dominance in the North, 
as buhari won 10 of the 13 states in 
the North West and North East geo-
political zones. However, he failed 
miserably in the three zones in the 
South and was beaten handsomely 
in the North Central zone by Oba-
sanjo. buhari’s subsequent efforts 
to clinch the presidency in 2007 
and 2011 under the ANPP and the 
Congress for Progressive Change 
(CPC) also ended in failure. The AD 
did not put up a candidate to chal-
lenge Obasanjo in 2003 and lost 
five of its six governors in the South 
West to the PDP--retaining only 
Lagos. When the party metamor-
phosed into the Action Congress 
of Nigeria (ACN) in 2006, it revived 
its power in most of the Southwest 
states (winning the governorship 
elections of five of the six states and 
Edo but failed to make an impact in 
presidential elections.

The futility of competing for the 
presidency as separate regional 
parties prompted buhari’s CPC 
(which he formed in 2009 after 
decamping from the ANPP) and 

Tinubu’s ACN to merge their re-
spective parties into the current All 
Progressives Congress (APC) and 
contest the 2015 elections. Nigeria’s 
two party system has thus been in 
existence for only eight years. This 
is not a long period to foreclose the 
rise of viable new parties or even 
the demise of the two main parties. 
It is crucial to emphasise that the 
electoral rules for winning the pres-
idency have contributed substan-
tially to the transformation of Nige-
ria’s political parties. It is no longer 
enough to win only one part of the 
North-South regional divide, which 
can guarantee only 19 or 17 states. 
In addition to winning the major-
ity of votes cast, parties now have 
to satisfy the constitutional rule 
of winning 25% of the votes in two 
thirds of the states (or 24 states) in 
order to secure the presidency. un-
der these rules, parties with a high 
probability of winning become big 
multi-ethnic tents. Indeed, both the 
APC and the PDP easily obtained 
25% of the votes or higher in more 
than 24 states in the 2019 election. 
The PDP lost the 2019 election be-
cause it got less votes than the APC-
-not because it lacked geographical 
spread.

Are voters locked in the two par-
ty system? Political behaviour the 
world over suggests that inflexible 
voter loyalty to parties occurs when 
they are driven by ideologies that 
voters perceive as addressing their 
socioeconomic interests, or when 
parties are ethno-regional and vot-
ers perceive elections as voting for 
one’s identity or kith and kin. How-
ever, Nigeria’s two main parties are 
completely bereft of ideology. They 
are largely elite vehicles for access-
ing plum jobs and appropriating or 
sharing the state’s oil wealth. The 
two parties are also not driven by 
exclusionary ethno-regional inter-
ests. Ethno-regional rivalry now 
takes place within--not between-
-parties, as well as outside the party 
system. The absence of ideology 
and ethnoregional inter-party poli-
tics accounts for the high level of 
defections from parties.

The three main presidential can-
didates, Tinubu, Atiku and Obi, have 
all changed parties at least twice. 
Atiku tops the list--he moved from 
the PDP to the ACN and APC before 
returning to the PDP. He is followed 
by Peter Obi who moved from the 
All Progressives Grand Coalition 
to the PDP before decamping to 
the Labour Party. And Tinubu has 
moved from the AD/APP to the ACN 
and the APC, although in his own 
case he was one of the architects 
of the parties he moved into. De-
fections by governors, federal and 
state House of Assembly members, 
local government councillors and 
party officials at all levels of govern-
ment are also rife.

It has been estimated that an 

average of five Nigerian Senators 
changed parties every year be-
tween 1999 and 2011 (Fashagba, 
2014). Similarly, during the 2015 
elections, 84 members of both the 
Senate and the House of Assembly 
changed the parties on whose plat-
forms they contested the previous 
election (Agan et al, 2019). And in 
less than two years after the 2019 
elections, which the APC won, 
three governors, six Senators and 15 
House of Assembly members of the 
PDP defected to the APC . Defection 
has, indeed, become a key part of 
Nigeria’s political culture.

In situations where political par-
ties are not ideological or ethnore-
gional and those who govern have 
not markedly improved voters’ wel-
fare, one should expect low voter 
turnout and high voter defection 
among parties--voting for one party 
in one election and another party 
in another election. Voter turnout 
has been low in Nigeria’s elections, 
especially in the geopolitical South. 
In the 2019 election, for instance, 
only 35 percent of registered vot-
ers bothered to vote. In Lagos state, 
which has the highest number of 
registered voters, only 18 percent 
voted (MacEbong, 2023).

However, voter defection among 
parties has not been a strong fea-
ture of Nigerian politics. Indeed, 
voters in the South South and the 
South East have been highly in-
flexible, voting consistently for the 
PDP in all presidential elections 
since 1999. Since the formation of 
the APC under buhari, voters in all 
seven states of the North West have 
also consistently voted for the APC-
-in 2015 and 2019. When combined 
with the APC’s strong presence in 
the North East (winning five of the 
six states in 2015 and four in 2019), 
it could be concluded that voters in 
those two geopolitical zones are in-
flexible in their voting behaviour in 
presidential elections. This inflex-
ibility has often been referred to as 
“buhari’s fifteen million voters” or 
vote bank in the Far North.

In contrast, voters in the South 
West have been more flexible than 
voters in the other five zones--they 
rejected the PDP in 1999, then en-
thusiastically embraced it in 2003; 
and even though the ACN, the domi-
nant party in the region, dissolved 
into the APC for the 2015 and 2019 
elections, the margin of victory of 
the APC in the South West states 
was very small in both elections. 
The PDP has remained an electoral 
force in that region. Its candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar, won three of the 
region’s six states in 2019 and was 
very competitive in the other three. 
Voters in the North Central zone 
have also demonstrated some level 
of flexibility after comprehensively 
supporting the PDP in all presiden-
tial elections between 1999 and 
2015. 
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By Telesphor Magobe

L
aSt year we briefly looked at 
the Media Services act of 2016 
in relation to the east african 
Court of Justice (eaCJ) judg-

ment delivered in arusha on March 28, 
2019 after several applicants filed a ref-
erence at the eaCJ on January 11, 2017.

the applicants were the Media Coun-
cil of tanzania (MCt), Legal and Hu-
man rights Centre (LHrC) and Human 
rights Defenders Coalition (HrDC) 
against the attorney General (the re-
spondent State).

represented by advocate fulgence 
Masawe, they challenged some provi-
sions and sections in the Media Servic-
es act, alleging that the provisions and 
sections violated the right to freedom 
of expression and some articles of the 
east african Community (eaC) treaty.

In its judgment, the eaCJ declared 
that the provisions of sections 7(3)(a), 
(b), (c), (f ), (g), (h), (i) and ( j); sections 
19, 20 and 21; sections 35, 36, 37, 38 and 
40; sections 50 and 54; sections 52 and 
53; and sections 58 and 59 of the act 
violated articles 6(d) and 7(2) of the 
treaty which establishes eaC.

therefore, the united republic of 
tanzania was directed to take such 
measures as were necessary to make 
the Media Services act comply with 
the eaC treaty.

this columnist invites readers to 
look at those provisions and sections 
of the Media Services act and those 
in the Written Laws (Miscellaneous 
amendments) act, 2023 the govern-
ment now proposes to amend in rela-
tion to the Media Services act.

the Media Services act is enacted 

“to make provisions for the promo-
tion of professionalism in the media 
industry, the establishment of the 
Journalists accreditation Board, the 
Independent Media Council and for 
a framework of regulation of media 
services and for other related mat-
ters,” reads the introductory part of 
the law.  Yet, if the act is enforced to 
the letter, even with the amendments 
the government proposes, it will still 
put journalists in a precarious posi-
tion.

It is in light of this that this column-
ist sees a need to look at the remain-
ing provisions and sections which are 
complained about by media practi-
tioners and stakeholders, and repeal 
or amend them as prayed for so that 
they comply with the eaC treaty and 
facilitate media vibrancy in the coun-
try.

If we look at what the eaCJ directed 
the united republic of tanzania to 
do in relation to the Media Services 
act, it is only four sections 38, 50, 53 
and 54 which have been amended 
(in the proposal). five other sections 
5, 51, 55, 63 and 64 which the Written 
Laws (Miscellaneous amendments) 
act proposes to amend were not com-
plained about by the applicants when 
they filed the case at the eaCJ.

In their application to the eaCJ, the 
applicants challenged sections 7(3)(a), 
(b), (c), (f ), (g), (h), (i) and ( j); 13, 14, 19, 
20 and 21; 35, 36, 37, 38, 39 and 40; 50 
and 54; 52 and 53, and 58 and 59. 

In relation to these referred to pro-
visions and sections, the applicants 
prayed to the eaCJ to order the unit-
ed republic of tanzania to cease the 
application of the act and repeal or 

Proposed amendments to media services law appreciated but not enough
ten Laws (Miscellaneous amend-
ments) act, 2023 during a weekly 
Kipima Joto tV programme aired by 
ItV on friday last week. 

the journalists said although the 
government did the right thing to 
amend the Media Services act, thanks 
to President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 
listening spirit, there were still some 
provisions and sections that are un-
friendly to the practice of journalism.

In his contribution tanzania edi-
tors forum (tef) Chairman Deodatus 
Balile acknowledged that Minister for 
Information, Communication and In-
formation technology Nape Nnaye 
cooperated well with tef to address 
the plight of journalists. However, he 
said: “We are hopeful that he will con-
tinue cooperating with us and listen-
ing to our concerns.” 

China releases Global Security Initiative Concept Paper, as timely, 
necessary and well-targeted blueprint for tackling of hotspot issues

By Chen Qingqing  and Bai Yunyi
 

C
HINa released a Global Security Initiative 
(GSI) Concept Paper on tuesday, fully elabo-
rating a common, comprehensive, coopera-
tive and sustainable security concept and 

providing China's wisdom in tackling growing risks 
and challenges in traditional and non-traditional se-
curity areas. Chinese diplomats and experts hailed 
the release of the document as timely, necessary and 
targeted, saying that it provides a detailed blueprint in 
tackling global and regional hotspot issues in an effec-
tive way, especially further clarifying China's peace-
promoting position on the ukraine crisis. 

In a forum held at the Chinese foreign Ministry on 
tuesday morning, Chinese foreign Minister Qin Gang 
unveiled the concept paper and told the audience 
that the document underscores China's responsibili-
ties and determination in safeguarding world peace. 
"'What kind of security concept the world needs and 
how countries achieve common security?' has be-
come a topic of our days," Qin said. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the GSI 
at the opening ceremony of the Boao forum for asia 
annual Conference 2022 held in Hainan Province in 
april 2022. the concept is now welcomed and sup-
ported by more than 80 countries and regions, the 
Chinese foreign minister said. 

ambassadors, diplomats and representatives from 
137 countries and international organizations attend-
ed the forum on tuesday. Some diplomats told the 
Global times during the event that they welcomed 
China-proposed security initiative, saying that it 
would be important to solve disputes through dia-
logue rather than bloc confrontation or hegemony. 

During his speech, Qin noted that China's develop-
ment is impossible without a safe international envi-
ronment. Similarly, without China's security, there will 
be no global security.

"President Xi first proposed a new vision for secu-
rity, which goes beyond traditional security ideas and 
power politics in the West," Xu Bu, president of the 
China Institute of International Studies and secretary-
general of the Xi Jinping thought on Diplomacy Stud-
ies Center, told the Global times on tuesday. 

It transcends the long-term practice of Western 
countries of building their own security on the basis 
of jeopardizing the security of other countries. When 
times are so turbulent, "we need a correct vision as 
guidance," Xu said. 

as the world is approaching the one-year anniver-
sary of the ukraine crisis this week, the uS and some 
Western countries have been continuing to fan the 
flames and escalate the tension by sending more 
weapons to ukraine, and making political gestures 
like the surprise visit by uS President Joe Biden to Kiev 
on Monday. 

"China is deeply concerned about the escalating 
conflict and potential for situation to spiral out of con-
trol," Qin said, commenting on the ukraine crisis dur-
ing the forum. China will continue to promote peace 
talks, provide Chinese wisdom for a comprehensive 
solution to the ukraine issue, and work with the in-
ternational community to promote dialogue and con-
sultation to address the concerns of all parties to seek 
common security, he said. 

Chinese Foreign minister Qin Gang delivers a keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Lanting Forum on the Global Security Initiative: 
China's Proposal for Solving Security Challenges, Beijing, February 21, 2023. Xinhua

the Chinese foreign minister urged rel-
evant countries to immediately stop adding 
fuel to the fire on the matter, stop blaming 
China and stop provoking the situation by 
using references like "ukraine today, taiwan 
tomorrow."

Clear blueprint 
Some Western media outlets, citing ex-

perts, claimed that the concept paper "con-
tinued Beijing's ambiguity over the ukraine 
crisis," suggesting that it appears to be large-
ly a strategic messaging exercise rather than 
a fully thought-out strategy. 

"In fact, we have a very clear position on 
the ukraine issue. this document points out 
some basic ideas on solving the crisis in a 
much clearer way," fu Cong, head of the Chi-
nese Mission to the eu, told the Global times 
in an exclusive interview on tuesday. 

China will also put forward a more com-
prehensive and authoritative position docu-
ment in the next few days in terms of a politi-
cal settlement of the ukraine issue including 
some basic ideas such as respecting territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty, respecting the 
uN Charter and resolving disputes through 
peaceful means, fu said. 

"One country's security cannot be built 
on the non-security of another country. all 
the security concerns of relevant countries 
should be respected… those basic ideas have 
been included in the paper, which should 
play a leading role in preventing further es-
calation and in seeking peaceful solutions," 
the Chinese envoy said. 

the concept paper provides an important 
path to further implement the GSI over 20 
key cooperation areas and six cooperation 
platforms, which could be actionable meas-
ures, Wang Dong, an expert on China-uS re-
lations at Peking university, told the Global 
times on tuesday. 

"although Qin did not mention the uS by 
name in the speech, he urged the uS not to 
fuel the conflict, stop interfering in China's 
internal affairs and stop comparing the 
ukraine crisis with the taiwan question, to 
which we are firmly opposed to," Wang from 
Peking university said, noting that China's 
position is always clear as it always stands on 
the side of peace, de-escalation and advanc-
ing peace talks. 

"the document was unveiled in order 
to fully elaborate our position - that is sup-
porting a uN-centered multilateralism when 
some Western countries keep blaming us for 

being pro-russia," Wang Yiwei, director of 
the Institute of International affairs at the 
renmin university of China, told the Global 
times on tuesday.  

Some Chinese experts believe that China 
holds the most objective and neutral stance 
on the russia-ukraine conflict as it is taking 
a very fair attitude toward both sides. In con-
trast, the uS - part of the root cause of the 
conflict - raised doubts over China's position 
as Washington views it from its own interests 
and perspective. 

"under the GSI concepts and ideas, when 
it comes to the ukraine crisis, the future se-
curity of europe can't exclude russia," Wang 
said. as now some forces like the uS hope to 
bring down russia and exclude the country 
from europe in security and energy, that is 
unrealistic, Wang Yiwei noted. 

New type of foreign relations 
During the forum, the Chinese foreign 

Minister emphasized that security is the 
right of all countries in the world, which is 
not held exclusively by some countries nor 
should it be decided by certain countries. 
"We welcome any country who is willing to 
join the GSI and support world peace and 
development," Qin said. 

the document high-
lights the positive inter-
action between major 
countries and the special 
responsibilities that a 
major country needs to 
shoulder in safeguarding 
global peace. Security 
and development are 
complimentary to build-
ing a new type of inter-
national relations, which 
is underscored in China-
proposed ideas, Chinese 
experts said. 

In terms of coopera-
tion mechanisms, the pa-
per supports multilateral 
platforms, for example, 
on establishing a new 
security framework in 
the Middle east, it sup-
ports the League of arab 
States and other regional 
organizations in playing 
a constructive role, while 
in resolving regional con-
flicts, fighting terrorism 
and safeguarding mari-
time security, it supports 
the efforts of african 
countries, the au and 
sub-regional organiza-
tions' efforts. 

"We are firmly opposed 
to hegemony and power 
politics in all forms, the 
Cold War mentality and 
bloc confrontation," Qin 
told the forum. 

Some Western media 
also highlighted that al-
though the GSI paper 
mentioned some multi-
lateral mechanisms but 
it did not mention the 
organizations like NatO. 

against the backdrop 
of the uS-China rivalry, 
the China-proposed se-
curity vision clearly tar-
gets uS-led bloc confron-
tation which desires to 
expand NatO, including 
into asian Pacific, that 
only creates enemies 
or restructure supply 
chains in the name of 
security, creating more 
confrontation, Wang not-
ed. "In contrast, China is 
pushing forward a new 
type of international re-
lations that are inclusive 
and balanced, tackling 
challenges together and 
achieve the security for 
all."

amend it to make it conform to funda-
mental and operational principles con-
tained in the eaC treaty. 

Now, if all those provisions and sec-
tions as listed above are complained 
about by media practitioners and 
stakeholders, and only four of them 
are amended, then the problem is not 
yet fully solved. this means complaints 
about unjust restrictions on freedom 
of expression will still be there.

the media is a key link between the 
government and citizens in the sense 
that through the media the govern-
ment and its agencies communicate 
with citizens and then get feedback 
in a two-traffic way. thus, through the 
media, the government is sure of infor-
mation dissemination to citizens and 
also it is through the media that the 
government gets feedback on what has 

been done or not done on the ground. 
Media vibrancy gives fresh impetus to 
the government to bring about devel-
opment to its people.

as Members of Parliament debate 
those amendments in the National 
assembly, it is this columnist’s hope 
that the voices of media practitioners 
and stakeholders will be taken into ac-
count. 

although the amendments are ap-
preciated by media practitioners and 
stakeholders that at least something 
has been done, more is still needed to 
make the Media Services act an ena-
bler to the practice of journalism in 
the country.

this was also the view of journalists 
who took part in a discussion on the 
proposed amendments of the Media 
Services act as stipulated in the Writ-
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  AfCFTA: Reaping benefits of world's most friendly trade agreement to youth, women
 By Mabingue Ngom

P
riority must be 
given to investments 
in women and youth 
in all facets of the 

afCfta implementation ar-
rangements

the african Continental 
free trade area (afCfta) has 
huge potential to harness the 
power of women and youth to 
realize its true potential.

the african union's (au) 
timely efforts to accelerate 
the implementation of the 
afCfta is a unique opportu-
nity for the continent to refo-
cus its energy on critical youth 
and women empowerment 
interventions. effective im-
plementation of agreed upon 
policy instruments by au 
member states will transform 
the continent.

there is no doubt that this 
landmark continental trade 
agreement, if driven by wom-
en and youth -- among the 
most valuable assets of the 
continent -- will be the pri-
mary enabler for unlocking 
africa's immense potential.

Priority must be given to 
investments in women and 
youth in all facets of the 
afCfta implementation ar-
rangements.

africa has the world's 
youngest population, with 
over 400 million young peo-
ple aged 15 to 35 years. to spur 
africa's economic progress 
and advance SDGs, the critical 
mass of youth and women re-
mains the main anchor of the 
afCfta, which is the "agenda 
2063," the continent's devel-
opment blueprint.

this massive single conti-
nental market is expected to 
increase intra-african trade 
by 52.3 per cent, deepen con-
tinental integration, increase 
productivity, create more jobs, 
and avail substantial gender-
balanced opportunities by in-
cluding women and youth in 
africa's trade liberalization.

the World Bank estimates 
that the afCfta will increase 
africa's income by $450 bil-
lion by 2035 and increase 
intra-african exports by more 
than 81 per cent.

according to the uN eco-
nomic Commission for africa, 
this single market trade agree-
ment will enable the african 
economy to reach the $29 tril-
lion mark by 2050. africa has 
a unique opportunity to lift 
millions of people out of pov-
erty by empowering women 
and youth to change the conti-
nent's business environment.

Currently, trade and most 
of the african economy, is not 
gender-neutral; it remains bi-
ased in favour of men due to 
social inequalities and a dis-
empowering patriarchal cul-
ture that subordinates wom-
en. as a result of these gender 
constraints, women are more 
likely than men to engage in 
informal trade.

youth, meanwhile, face dif-
ficulties in accessing formal 
employment and decent jobs, 
forcing them into entrepre-
neurship and small business-
es in the informal sector.

However, as with the youth, 
unlocking the potential of 
cross-border trade is strategi-
cally essential to women's em-
powerment. in rwanda, for 
example, 74 per cent of those 
engaged in cross-border trade 
are women, and 90 per cent 
rely on cross-border trade as 
their sole source of income.

according to the uN eco-
nomic Commission for africa, 
this single market trade agree-
ment will enable the african 
economy to reach the $29 tril-
lion mark by 2050. africa has 
a unique opportunity to lift 
millions of people out of pov-
erty by empowering women 
and youth to change the conti-
nent's business environment..

While intra-african trade 
can serve as a catalyst to 
promote gender equity by 
improving the financial inclu-
sion of women and youth on 
the continent, their respective 
integration into trade policies 
has been suboptimal.

this poses the risk of this 
critical trade agreement shift-
ing from being a development 
instrument to being a primary 
cause of poverty and inequal-
ity, resulting in the continued 
exploitation of women and 
youth as sources of low-wage 
labour, inequitable market 
prices, and low wages. the 
afCfta should be insulated 
by incorporating inclusion to 
avoid disempowerment and 
marginalization of vulnerable 
groups.

the afCfta Secretariat is 
implementing all the required 
protocols to boost the core 
customs unions and free trade 
agreements to cover the full 
range of trade opportunities 
on the continent, advancing 
the participation of women 
and youth in cross-border 
trade.

the afCfta will address 
the excessively high trade 
costs and steep tariff barriers 
in many countries that limit 
the potential of women and 

youth in the business sector, 
ultimately stifling economic 
growth and undermining the 
continent's overall develop-
ment.

in addition, opportunities 
to obtain accessible and mar-
ket-driven credit and finance 
for formal and informal wom-
en- and youth-led enterprises 
are often limited. this is due 
to an assortment of reasons: 
low levels of financial literacy, 
inaccessible and difficult-to-
understand financial infor-
mation, collateral constraints, 
lack of variety in financial 
products, punitive interest 
rates with limited financing 
options, and unfavourable 
loan application procedures.

this is heartening, con-
sidering the prominent role 
women and youth play in af-
rica's socio-economic space 
through the informal sectors 
that use small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMes) as 
"special purpose vehicles" for 
their economic engagement.

a practical and robust solu-
tion for the continent rests on 
increasing access to lifelong 
learning and financing sup-
port, while instituting user-
friendly tax products that 
meet africa's current and fu-
ture needs.

What must be done
•For women and youth-led 

businesses to thrive and par-
ticipate effectively in intra-
african trade, it is essential to 
improve financial literacy and 
access to capital.

•Africa must deploy finan-
cial awareness and knowledge 
to these businesses and, more 
importantly, attract the inno-
vative financing solutions that 
go with it.

•Current efforts by African 
governments to  reform their 
respective institutional frame-
works and regulatory envi-
ronments  by removing all 
barriers that hinder women's 
and youths' access to digital 
financial literacy, information 
and monetary investments 
are welcome.

•Inclusion of this critical 
and economically active de-
mographic group will increase 
the momentum to achieve af-
rica's transformational devel-
opment framework, "agenda 
2063", which envisions a pros-
perous africa whose develop-
ment is driven by the people.

Currently, trade and most 
of the african economy is not 
gender-neutral; it remains bi-
ased in favour of men due to 
social inequalities and a dis-
empowering patriarchal cul-

ture that subordinates wom-
en. as a result of these gender 
constraints, women are more 
likely than men to engage in 
informal trade.

•In addition, the AfCFTA 
needs to be strengthened by 
lessons from other pan-conti-
nental initiatives championed 
by the au that stimulate re-
gional economic integration 
and enhance social devel-
opment while empowering 
women and youth. these 
include the african youth 
Charter, the au roadmap for 
Harnessing the Demographic 
Dividend, and the Sahel Wom-
en empowerment and Demo-
graphic Dividend (SWeDD) 
initiative.

Lessons learned from these 
three initiatives are both a 
buffer and a stimulus for 
afCfta. their impacts should 
be given greater impetus, with 
a focus on harnessing the ben-
efits of the demographic divi-
dend on the continent, cur-
rently estimated to be worth 
more than $1 trillion per year, 
as well as the link between de-
velopment, peace, and secu-
rity, including the fragility and 
crises associated with unmet 
social demands.

•These well-intentioned Af-
rican initiatives complement 

  By Joshua J. Omojuwa

W
e need a president who can address the country's 
problems, writes Joshua J. omojuwa.

Nigerians have a therapeutic relationship with 
elections. We generally believe that elections - es-

pecially the presidential ones - offer the dawn of change. it'd be 
interesting to explore our obsession with the presidency, consider-
ing the more consequential effects of the National assembly, state 
assemblies, governors and the local government executives and 
legislature. We will get a new president as President Muhammadu 
Buhari is finally eased off a job that he obsessively sought for over 
a decade, got it and made it look like it was forced on him. the man 
said he has done his best, for the sake of Nigeria, we'd need a presi-
dent who can do more than their best, we'd need one who would 
address some of our wicked problems and design the measures to 
advance our progress against them.

Whilst issues like insecurity and poverty cannot be addressed 
with an 'either or' decision, the fuel subsidy question is more di-
rect. you either do away with it or retain it. i know the government 
has played around the middle line for years but there is now an 
apparent consensus to let go. the main point of difference has 
been how to moderate the effects of that decision on the lives of 
Nigerians. you cannot feed a population a cheap meal for over two 
generations then suddenly decide you are done with it. that would 
cause chaos. often with government, it is not as much about the 
introduction of the change that causes the chaos, it is the change 
management system put in place to introduce the change, the naira 
re-colouring is a case in point.

No matter how deep the consensus on the removal of fuel sub-
sidy, if you for instance decide to hand it over like a New year gift to 
Nigerians without warning, it'd be like breaking a dam. you could 
get overwhelmed by the outcomes. if you design a solid change 
management system for the removal without an apparent change 
in the choices and lifestyle of the ruling class, again, you would 
have messed up that change. you cannot be having a conversation 
about increasing the already misaligned salaries and allowances of 
political appointees and lawmakers and in the same breath say on 
account of limited government revenue, you are looking to remove 
subsidy. that is a situation set up for discontent.

Government is poor and can no longer afford the fuel subsidy? 
you must show that by making apparent sacrifices. if the people 
see reduced convoys, reduced salaries and allowances and other 
unnecessary privileges of public service, they will find it quicker 
and easier to not just believe, but to know that government is in- deed poor. With the fuel subsidy, it is swim or sink really for Ni-

Nigeria decides: New president, old problems
geria. But expecting the masses to be-
lieve, let alone know that, when there 
is no apparent change in the lifestyle 
and choices of their leaders is to ex-
pect too much. 

i hope enough has been made of this 
point for those who would be respon-
sible for the decisions to do the right 
thing.

on insecurity, Nigeria currently has 
a design that ensures the current in-
security challenges - as bad as they al-
ready are - will be nowhere near those 
of the future. that is quite easy to de-
duce; there are more people in the 
potential pool of tomorrow's crimes. 
these out of school children will not 
suddenly grow into responsible adults 
in the society. the same way you can 
largely predict that a well-educated 
and skilled population of children and 
young people will largely grow into a 
group of responsible adults, you can 
make an inverted deduction for a popu-
lation of children abandoned to the 
dangers and vagaries of the streets and 
the gripping hold of illiteracy and the 
attendant anger at those who left them 
to rot - all of us, even if you feel you had 
no hand in it.

 We'd all be at their mercy. or you 
think those children are not aware of 
how they ended up without luck on the 
street? this challenge is an issue for in-
dividual states, but it can be led by the 
central government because it is a mat-
ter of emergency. you either address it 
now or pay for the more costly multi-
dimensional outcomes tomorrow.

the nature of power, especially the 
power that comes with being presi-
dent, is to start out looking to fix every 
problem. that was the pit of delusion 
that sucked many governments into 
their journey of ignominy. it may feel 

counter-intuitive to the trappings of the 
office but the very first thing to note as 
an administration is that you are inca-
pable of fixing all the problems. that 
clarity will lead to the point where you 
start to appreciate what then it is you 
can address within the timeframe per-
mitted by your mandate, not forgetting 
the pressure of seeking re-election less 
than three years into that mandate.

New administrations often come with 
their alliterative or sweet-sounding 
agenda. if they committed to them, Ni-
geria would be in a much better place 
today. Nigeria's old problems remain 
because from one administration to the 
other, they scratch the surface of most 
of the country's challenges without get-
ting to the root of any. that is why, 62 
years on, our problems are yet to evolve 
from the same ones we were handed 
at independence. you could even say 
things got worse.

every country has its challenges, but 
the fundamental difference between a 
country making progress and one that 
appears to be roving around the com-
fort of stagnation - assuming oscillation 
to be progress - is that whilst the coun-
tries making progress address their old 
challenges and then end up with new 
but relatively better challenges, the 
country making oscillatory movements 
continues to pretend to solve its old 
problems without really solving them. 

this is why the same problems MKo 
abiola and Bashir tofa campaigned on 
in 1993 are the same ones our candi-
dates in 2023 are promising to address. 
What could be more tragic?

Omojuwa is  Chief Strategist, Al-
pha Reach and Author of, Digital 
Wealth Book

Nigerian President  Muhammadu Buhari
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sOutH africa has unveiled new tax in-
centives to encourage investment in the 
production of clean power to help the 
country battle an energy crisis that has 
sparked worsening blackouts.

starting March 1, "businesses will be 
able to reduce their taxable income by 
125 percent of the cost of an investment in 
renewables," finance Minister enoch Go-
dongwana said as he presented his annual 
budget to parliament.

"we will also introduce a new tax incen-
tive for individuals to install rooftop solar 
panels to reduce pressure on the grid and 
help ease" the scheduled blackouts, also 
known as load-shedding, he said.

the continent's most industrialised 
country has been labouring under a dev-
astating energy shortfall for months, large-
ly due to under-investment in power util-
ity eskom's ageing and poorly maintained 
plants.

earlier this month, President Cyril 
ramaphosa announced a national state of 
disaster and the appointment of an elec-
tricity minister to help intensify the re-
sponse to the crisis.

south africa has suffered blackouts 
over the past decade but more recently 
they have become "more persistent and 
prolonged" and are wreaking havoc on 
the economy, in particular the country's 
freight and logistics network, Godongwa-
na said.

the government had already said last 
year that it was taking over half of eskom's 
debt pile of 400 billion rand ($22 billion).

the bailout for the firm that provides 
almost all of south africa's electricity will 
send national debt soaring to 5.84 tril-
lion rand, or 73.6 percent of GDP in the next 
three years, according to the treasury.

servicing this debt will cost around 336 
billion rand this year, Godongwana said, 
meaning the country now spends more 
money on debt than it does on healthcare, 
peace and security or social development.

But the government has little room to ma-
noeuvre. the power outages have weighed 
heavily on south africa's growth prospects.

the minister said growth was expected 
to reach just 0.9 percent this year after 2.5 
percent in 2022 -- but the country's central 
bank had last month estimated growth to be 
as low as 0.3 percent due to the electricity 
supply crisis.

the country experienced a record 207 
days of power outages last year alone, com-
pared to 75 days in 2021, said Godongwana.

"Our economy is facing significant risks," 
he said.

"the minister sent a strong message that 
the government is failing to produce energy 
so it would rather incentivise people to pro-
duce their own and welcome more private 
investment," said political economist Lum-
kile Mondi.

the largest opposition party, the Demo-
cratic alliance (Da), criticised the eskom 
bailout as "irresponsible".

In addition to rolling blackouts, further 
shocks have threatened the continental 
heavyweight's prospects of cleaning up its 
economy such as crime and natural disas-
ters.

Godongwana also announced beefed-up 

energy-starved s. africa offers 
tax breaks to boost green power

African leaders urged to strengthen political will towards achieving continental nutrition targets
By Guardian Reporter

HeaDs of african union 
member states have called for 
more commitment and ac-
countability in africa’s effort to 
achieve continental and global 
goals for nutrition ahead of the 
2025 world Health assembly 
Nutrition target deadline.

the leaders took part in a 
nutrition-themed side event 
during the 36th Ordinary ses-
sion of the assembly of the af-
rican union, co-organized by 
the Kingdom of Lesotho, the 
african union Commission, 
and the african Development 
Bank.

the meeting was organ-
ized under the Bank’s african 
Leaders for Nutrition initiative 

and the food and agriculture 
Organization of the united Na-
tions (faO).

the event was held under 
the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of 
Lesotho samuel Ntsokoane 
Matekane with a theme—
‘Progress and achievements in 
addressing Malnutrition in af-
rica: accountability for results 
in achieving continental and 
global targets for nutrition’, 
cantered on long-lasting meas-
ures to curb malnutrition and 
food security on the continent.

Matekane said: “It is unac-
ceptable that we stay silent 
and indifferent at a time when 
60 percent of our continent’s 
population (799      million 
people) is affected by moder-

ate or severe food insecurity – 
making africa the highest level 
globally. this means one-third 
of the worlds’ undernourished 
or 282 million people, live in 
africa”.

He encouraged attendees 
via pre-recorded messages 
to meet nutrition goals estab-
lished by the world Health as-
sembly and Malabo targets to 
reduce malnutrition and stunt-
ing by the year 2025.

“I have a strong conviction 
that we can achieve our nutri-
tion targets. If we can acceler-
ate investments and improve 
the coordination of efforts, 
africa will advance nutrition 
and improve food security out-
comes,” he said.

the event served as a wake-

up call for african nations to 
strengthen political will to-
ward achieving continental 
nutrition targets, and their 
willingness to invest in tack-
ling imminent challenges con-
tributing to malnutrition and 
food insecurity which have in-
tensified across the au mem-
ber states.

Minata samate Cessouma, 
Commissioner for Health Hu-
manitarian affairs and social 
Development at the african 
union Commission, present-
ed the progress report based 
on the continental nutrition 
accountability scorecard.

the scorecard is a data-
based advocacy tool that gives 
an overview of how african 
leaders are delivering main 

nutrition indicators.
Josefa sacko, african union 

Commissioner for agricul-
ture, rural Development, Blue 
economy, and sustainable en-
vironment presented a closer 
examination of progress on 
the Malabo Declaration and 
the au’s Comprehensive afri-
ca agricultural Development 
Programme, or CaaDP, com-
mitments.

Côte d’Ivoire’s Vice Presi-
dent tiemoko Meyliet Koné 
summarized activities held 
during the african union Year 
of Nutrition 2022 and the 
abidjan Declaration, which 
calls for accelerated invest-
ment, implementation, and 
coordination to improve nu-
trition and food security in 

africa.
“It is now more crucial than 

ever to support vulnerable 
communities with multiple 
and innovative solutions to 
build their resilience and 
transform agri-food systems 
to deliver better nutrition,” 
said Dr Qu Dongyu, Direc-
tor General of the food and 
agriculture Organization of 
the united Nations, in his re-
marks.

african Development Bank 
Group President akinwumi 
adesina, Bank Vice President 
for agriculture, Human, and 
social Development Dr. Beth 
Dunford told attendees that 
the bank’s multi-sectoral ac-
tion plan is offering solutions 
to africa's malnutrition chal-

lenges.
Dr Dunford said the plan 

is catalyzing nutrition-smart 
investment across Bank op-
erations resulting in the bank 
re-allocating $2.8 billion of its 
investment in its portfolio to 
be nutrition-smart.

“I believe that nutrition is 
a central pillar for africa’s 
development,” Dunford said, 
noting that the plan’s goal is to 
see a 40 percent reduction in 
stunting – a result of chronic 
under-nutrition - by 2025.

she added: “while Bank has 
made significant progress in 
the re-allocation of resourc-
es…there’s a need to translate 
these funding re-allocations 
into stunting reductions on 
the ground”.

saDC to set up centre of 
excellence for nutrition
By Guardian Reporter

tHe southern african Devel-
opment Community (saDC) sec-
retariat held a dialogue on the 
business model and governance 
of the proposed saDC Centre of 
excellence (Coe) for Nutrition.

the dialogue unpacked the 
feasibility study report on the 
Malawi experience and related 
findings and recommendations 
and facilitated peer learning and 
exchanges on what has worked 
in the member states to acceler-
ate the nutrition agenda.

the dialogue sought to explore 
the sustainability strategy and 
funding of the Coe for nutrition 
as well as to develop a roadmap 
on its establishment.

saDC focal persons responsi-
ble for nutrition and food secu-
rity from the 16 member states, 
academics with experience on 
the establishment of Coes and 
food and nutrition councils, rep-
resentatives of civil society, de-
velopment partners and united 
Nations agencies participated in 
the virtual meeting    on febru-
ary 8th and 9th , 2023.

Director social and Human 
Development in the saDC secre-
tariat, Duduzile simelane, gave 
an overview of the key role that 
the Coe for nutrition could play 
within the saDC region.

Christiane rudert, united Na-
tions Children’s fund eastern 
and southern african regional 
Office (uNICef esarO) regional 
Nutrition adviser shared evi-
dence on the status of maternal 
and child nutrition and provided 
recommendations to mitigate 
the drivers of malnutrition.

  she indicated that uNICef 
has thought leadership innova-
tions on food systems transfor-
mation and social protection 
that can be shared to promote 
south to south learning.

Malawi, the host of the pro-
posed Coe, shared the findings 
of their national feasibility study 
on the Centre, after which mem-
ber states deliberated on the 
findings.

the dialogue provided an op-
portunity for various experts, 
including academia and civil so-
ciety, to present on their experi-
ences regarding how a Coe for 
nutrition should operate, how it 
can be funded, including its host-
ing which can either be physical 
or virtual.

Member states agreed on sev-
eral themes for the Coe which 
included research and food 
product development, nutrition 
programming, advocacy and 
communication, infrastructure, 
teaching and training, policy and 
programming, strategy formula-

tion, legislative frameworks, nu-
trition service delivery, gender, 
partnerships and networks.

the business model proposed 
was one which would follow 
saDC guidelines. 

the governance structure was 
deliberated on, and key consid-
erations discussed included the 
importance of having the Coe 
being more autonomous and es-
tablished on a sound legal frame-
work.

Member states deliberated on 
various funding mechanisms 
which included taxation, rev-
enue from training and crea-
tive fund-raising innovations by 
member states.

also proposed was the idea 
that as the scope advances, oth-
er functions could include estab-
lishing industries which would 
produce lifesaving nutrition 
commodities such as therapeutic 
milk, ready-to-use-therapeutic 
food and micronutrients for sale 
within the region and beyond.

these initial deliberations 
have created the necessary rap-
port for continued engagement 
and follow up actions.

the next steps will include the 
rollout of a regional feasibility 
study and learning from other 
Coes in the region through the 
support of the food and agricul-
ture Organisation (faO).

budgets to fight graft and crime in a country ranked among some of the most violent in 
the world outside war zones.

He set aside funds for the appointment of 5,000 new police trainees per year over the 
next several years.

the prosecution agency will receive extra funding to start prosecuting individuals im-

plicated in the sweeping inves-
tigation that revealed a web of 
well-orchestrated state graft un-
der former president Jacob Zuma.
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By Ahmed Ghiloufi

T
he trojan horse was a wooden horse 
said to have been used by the Greeks 
during the trojan War to enter the city 
of troy and win the war. the trojan 

horse is not mentioned in homer's Iliad, with the 
poem ending before the war is concluded, and 
it is only briefly mentioned in the Odyssey. But 
in the aeneid by Virgil, after a fruitless 10-year 
siege, the Greeks constructed a huge wooden 
horse at the behest of Odysseus, and hid a select 
force of men inside, including Odysseus himself. 
the Greeks pretended to sail away, and the tro-
jans pulled the horse into their city as a victory 
trophy. that night, the Greek force crept out of 
the horse and opened the gates for the rest of the 
Greek army, which had sailed back under cover 
of darkness. the Greeks entered and destroyed 
the city, ending the war.

Metaphorically, a "trojan horse" has come to 
mean any trick or stratagem that causes a target 
to invite a foe into a securely protected bastion or 
place. a malicious computer program that tricks 
users into willingly running it is also called a "tro-
jan horse" or simply a "trojan".

the main ancient source for the story still 
extant is the aeneid of Virgil, a Latin epic poem 
from the time of augustus. the story featured 
heavily in the Little Iliad and the Sack of troy, 
both part of the epic Cycle, but these have only 
survived in fragments and epitomes. as Odys-
seus was the chief architect of the trojan horse, 
it is also referred to in homer's Odyssey.  In the 
Greek tradition, the horse is called the "wooden 
horse" (δδδδδδδδδ δππδδ douráteos híppos in homeric/
Ionic Greek (Odyssey 8.512.

how did Kais Saied, a retired law professor, be-
come a tyrant? answer: with the support of the 
pro-democracy movement he now oppresses.

everyone knows the legend of the trojan 
horse: after years trying to storm the city of troy, 
the Greeks pretended to withdraw their troops 
and gifted a beautiful wooden horse to the tro-
jans, claiming it was a step towards peace. Greek 
soldiers, hiding inside the horse were smuggled 
into the walled city. Once in, they opened the 
gates letting their army in to invade and sack the 
city. I see a chilling parallel with what has hap-
pened to tunisian democracy.

after the tunisian people vanquished authori-
tarianism during the 2011 revolution, the years 
that followed were marked by repeated attempts 
by counter-revolutionary forces to march back 
these reforms. these forces eventually succeed-

Tunisia: A Trojan Horse in cartage

Tunisian President Kais Saied casts his vote in the referendum on the new constitution in Tunis 
on July 25, 2022. File photo

ed.
elected in 2019, President Kais Saied rap-

idly became the arm that would demolish 
the country's prospects for greater freedom. 
he presented himself as someone who lis-
tened to and cared about his people, only to 
serve the interests of the darkest reactionary 
forces, determined to stop the country from 
moving forward.

Saied does not have any real legal or popu-
lar legitimacy in tunisia. this was proved in 
the recent elections where the voter turnout 
for the tunisia's legislative elections did not 
exceed 8.8%, the weakest participation rate 
in tunisia's history. What took place was, in 
actuality, a referendum on the person of Kais 
Saied, and on his project and constitution. It 
is crystal clear to the world: he is just a coup 
leader usurping power and, at this point, 
lacking the courage to submit his resignation.

tunisia was a regional success story that 
fell apart within months. Observers fail to un-
derstand that it was a combination of forces 
that caused a devastating blow to years of 
struggles and advancements. On 25 July, 
2021, President Saied dismissed the parlia-
ment, sacked his prime minister, amended 
the constitution, and got rid of almost every 
vestige of democracy. Believing that for the 
coup to fail, Saied must be the sole one to fall 
is a deep misunderstanding of the country's 
contemporary political turmoil.

In tunisia, as in all societies, there are 
forces that pull back and forces that push 
forward. In 2021, as Saied concentrated tre-
mendous power in himself and started ruling 
by presidential decree, not a single so-called 
pro-democracy organisation inside the coun-
try protested. In a climate of economic anxi-
ety and tension, the masquerade began.

Saied arrived as a saviour, denouncing cor-
ruption, and posing as the remedy to chaos 
while promising people a utopian future. 
he spoke of revolution, and of real democ-
racy, things in which he had actually never 
partaken. eventually, the pandemic, the re-
strictions that came with it, and the financial 
fallouts, accelerated the democratic ambush 
as a large segment of tunisians sought to exit 
from the country's economic woes by which-
ever means necessary.

there are so many enablers of this dictato-
rial turn that they are almost impossible to 
list.

I am thinking of tunisian human rights or-

involved in tunisia's political pro-
cess since 2011 and has always been 
the biggest or the second-biggest 
party in parliament. It has not en-
gaged in any violence. It is the most 
important party and has staged 
demonstrations for one-and-a-half 
years agitating for the restoration of 
parliament and the 2014 constitu-
tion. ennahda continues to resist the 
authoritarianism of Saied. Its contri-
bution to tunisia's democratic jour-
ney cannot be denied.

aside from the exaggerated fear of 
tunisia's Islamists, the world needs 
to know that there are other pro-
democracy liberal and secular local 
tunisian actors that deserve to be 
emboldened, including all the local 
organisations and movements that 
have been oppressed by Saied and 
received insufficient support domes-
tically and internationally by those 
that claim to uphold democratic val-
ues. the international community 
must put more pressure on Saied 
to restore the 2014 constitution and 
organise legislative and presidential 
elections. this way, the elected par-
liament will amend the political sys-
tem and establish the Constitutional 
Court and the rest of the necessary 
institutions to ensure the stability of 
democracy.

I don't see all the setbacks tunisia 
is experiencing as a final chapter in 
our transition to a more egalitar-
ian society. Believing that the arab 
World cannot have a sustainable 
democratic system is wrong-headed 
orientalism. the road was compli-
cated in many places in the world. 
But we will continue to fight for de-
mocracy in tunisia, as a pioneering 
example for the arab region, and we 
need the international community 
to support us.

Ahmed Ghiloufi is a professor 
of philosophy at El Imam Moslem 
Institute in Tunis, and a member 
of the executive board of Tunisia's 
Citizens Against the Coup Initia-
tive.

 By Oromia Physicians  

T
he late, legend-
ary artist hachalu 
hundessa's music 
still resonates with 

the pain felt by hundreds of 
thousands of Oromo civilians 
who were forced to flee their 
homes from neighboring 
regions. four years ago, the 
country longed for an end to 
this mass displacement, but 
the conflict flared up and ex-
panded, causing much suffer-
ing and displacement.

the Oromia region of 
ethiopia is experiencing one 
of the worst internally dis-
placed person (IDP) crises in 
decades, leading to a severe 
humanitarian crisis. armed 
groups from Oromia and 
neighbouring regions, as well 
as measures taken by the fed-
eral and regional forces, have 
all contributed to this crisis. 
Natural disasters linked to the 
climate crisis, like the recent 
draught, have had a devas-
tating impact on vulnerable 
communities in Borana zone 
and surrounding area.

the statistics are alarm-
ing. the conflict-induced dis-
placement in the region has 
reached more than 1.5 million 
IDPs and 285,865 households 
distributed across 11 Zones 
and 96 Woredas. there are 
more than 142 IDP sites locat-
ed in the region. the western 
and southeastern parts of the 
region are the most heavily 
affected, with Guji Zone host-
ing the highest number of IDP 
sites (31 sites), and east Wol-
lega Zone hosting the highest 
number of IDPs (282,245).

the security situation has 
rapidly deteriorated, leading 
to a humanitarian crisis, par-
ticularly in the health care 
sector. the violence and in-
stability have caused a severe 
lack of resources and person-
nel, leading to a lack of basic 
medical care and access to 
medications. this has had 
a devastating effect on the 
health of the population, with 
people unable to access the 
medical care they need and 
assistance in times of crisis.

Moreover, the insecurity 

has caused a disruption to the 
delivery of medical supplies, 
resulting in a shortage of es-
sential items such as drugs 
and medical equipment. 
the destruction and looting 
of solar panels from health 
posts has caused a shortage 
of drugs and medical equip-
ment, as well as the disrup-
tion of the supply of electric-
ity for vaccines, resulting in 
vaccination interruptions in 

many woredas. In addition, a 
lack of ambulances to trans-
port critically ill patients, 
service interruptions at many 
health facilities, outbreaks of 
malaria and cholera, and a 
shortage of shelter, water, and 
latrines in IDP sites have com-
pounded the health-related 
challenges in the region.

the conflict has also re-
sulted in extensive damage 
to health facilities in the re-

gion. according to the latest 
findings, 908 health posts, 
158 health centers and 6 hos-
pitals have been damaged or 
looted, with 179 health posts 
and 12 health centers burned. 
More than 70 ambulances, 8 
other vehicles, and 81 motor-
cycles have been reported to 
be damaged or looted in the 
conflict zones. In addition, 
60 motorcycles and 10 other 
vehicles have been reported 

to be burned in these zones. 
this has left thousands of 
people without access to es-
sential healthcare, leading to 
a serious deterioration in the 
health of the population.

the four-year-long war and 
humanitarian crisis in Oro-
mia has largely been forgot-
ten, with no decisive action 
taken since its occurrence. 
this is why the international 
community must step up and 
take action. Organizations 
such as the united Nations 
and other international or-
ganizations must provide aid 
and assistance to the IDPs in 
Oromia. It is also essential to 
reduce the root causes of dis-
placement in ethiopia, such 
as conflict and natural disas-
ters.

the IDPs in Oromia must 
not be forgotten and must 
be remembered. to ensure 
that they have access to the 
assistance and protection 
they need, the international 
community must take action. 
Charitable organisations, 
such as ICrC, World Vision, 

Save the Children, Churches 
& Local associations, Interna-
tional Medical Corps, Mercy 
Core ethiopia, Goal ethiopia, 
uNICef, People in Need (PIN), 
and action against hunger, 
are already making efforts 
to help the IDPs, yet their 
efforts are still inadequate, 
given the substantial size of 
the crisis. therefore, the in-
ternational community must 
increase their humanitarian 
assistance to those who have 
been displaced, and work to 
ensure that they can rebuild 
their lives in safe and secure 
conditions. Lastly, we call on 
all disputing parties to seek a 
diplomatic solution and put 
an end to this human-made 
crisis.

  Oromia Physicians As-
sociation (OPA) is a non-
partisan and not-for-profit 
professional association 
that aims at improving 
healthcare system for bet-
terment of public health in 
Oromia Regional State and 
Ethiopia.

Unresolved IDP crisis: Alarming lack of basic healthcare

ganisations and news outlets such as Nessma 
and al tunisi networks. the tunisian General 
Workers' union; the National union of tuni-
sian Journalists; the League for the Defense 
of Democratic Women, and all those others 
that issued statements of support as Saied an-
nounced the state of emergency and the dis-
solution of parliament. the media, owned by 
groups loyal to the regime of former dictator 
Zine el abidine Ben ali, contributed to the dis-
tortions of the revolution and democracy in 
the minds of the people. they fuelled culture 
wars over religion, secularism, modernity, and 
equality in inheritance, diverting the debate 
away from the pressing issues of social justice, 
distribution of wealth, and unemployment.

Since his draconian moves in 2021, Saied 
has failed at all levels: under him, tunisia has 
experienced the collapse of the dinar against 
the euro, worsening unemployment, food 
shortages, abysmal turnout at the referendum, 
a boycott by the majority of parties to the leg-
islative elections, low turnout for candidacy in 
these elections (there are districts with zero 
candidates and there are districts with only 
one candidate). the public's lack of interest in 
these elections is, to say the least, telling.

When the president tried dozens of civilians 
before a military court, when the politician 

Noureddine Bhiri disappeared after an arrest 
and came out two months later in December 
2021 carrying serious injuries, these same or-
ganisations again did not utter a word. While 
only 27% of the electorate participated in the 
referendum on the new constitution, the elec-
toral commission in charge of it - quite natu-
rally, appointed by the president - inflated this 
figure to 30.5%, and still called it "successful" 
and "historic". the "Citizens against the Coup" 
movement went on a long and violent hunger 
strike in the Covid era to condemn the coup; 
no official human rights organisation issued 
any statement supporting them.

these forces are the makers of the Carthage's 
trojan horse and, along with the army and se-
curity forces, are its enthusiastic cheerleaders.

Gulf States such as the united arab emirates 
and Saudi arabia brazenly supported the de-
struction of democracy in tunisia fearing that, 
if successful, it would set a dangerous prece-
dent for citizens in their own autocratic states. 
france too has backed Saied's moves, clearly 
happy that tunisia's Islamist ennahda move-
ment (previously the biggest bloc in the parlia-
ment that Saied dissolved) was vanquished.

the world needs to stop considering every 
Islamic party as necessarily extremist and anti-
democratic. the ennahda movement has been 
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BEIJING

 Oil prices extended gains for a second ses-
sion on Friday as the prospect of lower exports 
from Russia offset rising inventories in the United 
States.

Brent crude futures rose 67 cents, or 0.8 per-
cent, to $82.88 per barrel by 0415 GMT. West Tex-
as Intermediate crude futures (WTI) rose 61 cents, 
or 0.8 percent, to $76.00 a barrel.

The benchmarks ended about 2 percent higher 
in the previous session on Russia’s plans to cut oil 
exports from its western ports by up to 25 percent 
in March which exceeded its announced produc-
tion cuts of 500,000 barrels per day.

“Higher-than-expected US crude oil inventories 
continue to challenge the oil demand outlook, 
but expectations for lower Russian production 
have an offsetting impact,” said Yeap Jun Rong, a 
market strategist at IG.

US inventories are at their highest level since 
May 2021.

US crude stocks rose by 7.6 million barrels to 
about 479 million barrels in the week to Feb. 17, 
data from the US Energy Information Administra-
tion said. [EIA/S]

For the week, oil prices are slightly lower, after 
the previous week’s about 4 percent declines, 
dragged also by concerns about rising interest 
rates that could strengthen the dollar.

Minutes from the latest US Federal Reserve 
meeting indicated that a majority of officials re-
mained hawkish on inflation and tight labour 
market conditions, signalling further monetary 
tightening.

The prospect of further rate hikes support-
ed the dollar index, which was set for a fourth 
straight week of gains. The index is now up about 
2.5 percent for the month. 

A firm dollar makes commodities priced in the 
greenback more expensive for holders of other 
currencies.

“The focus as we close the week will be on what 
happens with next inflation report, will the mar-
ket get more nervous on even more tightening 
from the Fed,” OANDA analyst Edward Moya said.

BUSINESS DSE indices gain further as 
firms’ share prices increase

 By Guardian Reporter

The Dar es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) indices 
have continued to gain 
the pace, following 

appreciation of share prices both 
locally listed and cross listed 
companies.

The market report shows the 
Tanzania Share Index (TSI), which 
measures the performance of 
locally listed companies closed at 
4,042.44 points on Thursday this 
week, an increase of 3.38 points 
compared to 4,039.06 points on 
Wednesday’s close.

The All Share Index (DSEI) closed 
at 1,923.50 points on Thursday, 
an increase of 10.34 points, 
from 1,913.16 points recorded on 
Wednesday.

The increase of share indices 
resulted into an appreciation 
of both local and cross listed 
companies share prices including 
CRDB Bank Plc, DCB Bank Plc and 
East African Breweries Limited 
(EABL), amid depreciation of 
Nation Media Group (NMG) 
and Tanzania Portland Cement 
Company (TPCCL) shares prices.

Top gainer was DCB Bank Plc 
which its share price increased by 
6.65 percent to 160/- on Thursday 
compared with 150/- recorded on 
Wednesday. This has increased 
the bank’s market capitalization 
to 15.62bn/- from 14.65bn/- 
respectively.

EABL was second top gainer, 
after its share price appreciated by 
3.25 percent to closed at 3,180/- on 
Thursday, compared with 3,080/- 
recorded on Wednesday, pushing its 

Oil price gains after Russian supply cuts 

Boeing halts 787 jets deliveries again
 NEW YORK

On Friday, Boeing investors will have to 
face an issue that that could bring back some 
uncomfortable memories. The commercial 
aerospace company has halted deliveries of 
its twin-aisle 787 jets.

The issue appears to boil down to paper-
work.

“In reviewing certification records, Boe-

ing discovered an analysis error by our sup-
plier related to the 787 forward pressure 
bulkheads,” said a Boeing BA +1.15 percent 
spokesman in an emailed statement. “We no-
tified the FAA and have paused 787 deliveries 
while we complete the required analysis and 
documentation.”

Boeing (ticker: BA) added there is no safety 
concern and production continues. The 
company also doesn’t believe this will im-

pact deliveries in 2023.
Boeing shares were down 2.7 percent in af-

ter-hours trading Thursday. Shares closed up 
1.2 percent in regular trading. The S&P 500 
SPX +0.53 percent rose 0.5 percent. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average DJIA +0.33 percent 
gained 0.3 percent.

Paperwork might seem like an odd reason 
to wipe out about $4 billion in market value, 
but investors get nervous about production 

issues and delivery delays.
Boeing didn’t deliver a 787 jet between July 

2021 and July 2022 after discovering a qual-
ity problem in manufacturing months ear-
lier. Deliveries resumed in August 2022, and 
since then Boeing has delivered 21 jets.

Deliveries of the 787 have fallen in recent 
years because of the quality problem and 
pandemic. Boeing delivered 158 of the 787 jet 
in 2019, 53 in 2020, and 14 in 2021.

Coming into Friday trading, Boeing stock 
is up about 9 percent year to date and about 
6 percent over the past 12 months.

Shares are still down about 53 percent 
from all time highs of more than $440 a share. 
That was the price for shares in 2019 before 
the grounding of the 737 MAX following two 
deadly accidents and before Covid-19. 

market capitalization to 2.51trn/- 
from  2.43trn/- respectively.

This happens in just two weeks, 
after the British multinational 
Diageo kicked off the first phase 
of its plan to buy an additional 
118.4 million shares in East 
African Breweries Plc (EABL), 
with priority for allocation given 
to investors who were on the 
firm’s books by January 16.   

The offer, which will see EABL 
shareholders bid to sell their 
shares to the multinational at 
the Nairobi Securities Exchange 
(NSE) at a price of Sh192 per unit, 
is running in two phases between 

February 6 and February 24, and 
between February 27 and March 
17, 2023.

Diageo said in a tender 
offer document that it has 
designated 47.5 million shares 
for a guaranteed allocation of 
up 10,000 shares for all offers it 
receives, with preference given 
to early bidders who were on the 
firm’s books by the record date of 
January 16.

The third gainer was CRDB 
Bank Plc, which its share price 
increased by 1.14 percent to 
445/- on Thursday from 440/- 
recorded on Wednesday, which 

has also expanded its market 
capitaltsation to 1.16trn/- from 
1.14trn/- respectively.

During the trading session 
on Thursday, CRDB Bank Plc 
recorded a turnover 365.7mn/-
following the transaction of 
821,985 shares traded in 28 deals 
in a price ranging from 440/- to 
445/- per share.

A total turnover of 469mn/- 
was recorded during the reported 
day, following the transaction of 
885,604 shares traded in 63 deals. 
Local investors dominated both 
buying and selling sides.

CBE introduces 
entrepreneurship 
clubs in several 
secondary schools

By Correspondent Joseph Mwenda-
pole

COLLEGE OF Business Education 
(CBE) has launched an entrepreneur-
ship clubs in Temeke secondary school 
with the target of rolling the programme 
in selected secondary schools Dar es Sa-
laam region.

The clubs aim to enable students to 
grow up with various business skills, 
which will motivate them to venture 
into self-employment after finishing 
schools.

Speaking during the launch of the 
club at Temeke secondary school, the 
Director of Postgraduate, Research and 
Consultancy of the college, Dr. Tumaini 
Ubadius, said the aim is to rich out many 
schools in Dar es Salaam.

Dr. Tumaini said the college has con-
sidered the importance for students to 
be taught about entrepreneurship at 
their young age, so that when they grad-
uate from higher education, they have a 
broad understanding of business issues.

He said that through the program, 
the college will be sending its teachers 
every Thursday to teach students entre-
preneurship.

“By doing this we want to reduce the 
problem of people looking for jobs, so 
that when they finish their studies they 
can be self-employed and what we are 
doing is to develop their talents and in-
novations they have from tender age,” 
he said.

“We have decided to building aware-
ness from the ground so that when they 
become aware of their surrounding en-
vironment and other challenges, they 
can use it as opportunity to help the 
community and generate their own in-
come,” he said.

He said they have planned to visit all 
the schools in Dar es Salaam and intro-
duce such clubs adding that they will go 
to other regions where CBE has its cam-
puses such as Mbeya, Mwanza, Dodoma 
and Zanzibar.

The Headmaster of the school, Ingia 
Mtenga said he appreciates CBE for se-
lecting the school to be the first to start 
an entrepreneurship club, promising to 
make good use of the opportunity.

She said the school was established 
in 2005 with O’level students and cur-
rently has 2,526 students and more than 
500 students are studying business and 
commerce.

“This idea of introducing an entrepre-
neurship club has come at the right time 
because we have many students who 
are studying business here. We appreci-
ate this opportunity because entrepre-
neurship skills will help our students to 
solve the challenges around them,” she 
said

“Through this club we will get good 
cookers who make cakes, good barbers, 
gardeners and chicken breeders and 
they will use the challenges in the com-
munity to generate income to enable 
them to be independent and help oth-
ers,” she said.

She asked the students to study hard 
so that they can succeed and get op-
portunities to study at colleges like CBE, 
where they will get higher education on 
entrepreneurship and business at large.

“We would like to see the training 
that you will provide through this club 
is sustainable. I request that those who 
will get entrepreneurship skills through 
this club get small capital so that they 
can start small businesses that will help 
them earn income,” she said.

Form three student Joshua Ibrahim 
commended the move, saying that it 
will be a great help for students to have 
an understanding of business while 
they are at school.

“We are grateful for choosing our 
school as the starting point in this pro-
gram and it will help us to understand 
business issues early, so in the future 
even if someone goes to university, he 
has a good foundation that he got in sec-
ondary school,” said Joshua.
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strategic investor or listing the local 
unit on the Nairobi bourse.

“There are a number of options. 
We can identify a local shareholder 
or we can also list on Kenya’s stock 
exchange,” said Mr Ogunsanya on 
Thursday on the sidelines of an 
event to launch a virtual SIM card in 
Nairobi.

“We keep discussing with the reg-
ulator as to which one is the best ve-
hicle to ensure there is local partici-
pation in the business. We commit to 
getting this done before the deadline 
next year, March 2024.”

A few firms, including Airtel Ken-
ya, have been exempted from the 
previous 20 percent shareholding 
rule, a window that allowed billion-
aire investor Naushad Merali to sell a 
significant portion of his sharehold-
ing in the firm worth billions of shil-
lings without contravening the law.

Airtel has signalled that it would 
avoid this path.

Selling the stake directly to billion-
aires or high-net-worth investors 
like local pensions funds could be 
an option for Airtel that cut its net 
loss to $18.37 million (Sh2.32 billion) 

in the year to March 2022 compared 
with $22.37 million (Sh2.8 billion) in 
the previous period.

Airtel is yet to involve a transac-
tion advisor in the stake sale discus-
sions, with Mr Ogunsanya saying 
that was not essential at this point.

Airtel Africa, the parent of Airtel 
Kenya, operates in 14 African coun-
tries and is listed on both the Lon-
don Stock Exchange and the Nige-
rian Stock Exchange.

The firm is the third-largest com-
pany by market capitalisation at Ni-
gerian Stock Exchange worth Sh1.67 
trillion after Dangote Cement and 
MTN Nigeria.

It would have to clear the barrier 
that requires firms seeking to list on 
NSE to have a track record of profits 
if the operator opts to make the lo-
cal subsidiary, Airtel Kenya, a public 
firm.

The Nairobi bourse demands that 
firms be profitable ahead of listing 
on the main segment, but has less 
stringent requirements for the alter-
native segment.

“The issuer must have declared 
profits after tax attributable to 
shareholders in at least three of the 
last five completed accounting peri-
ods to the date of the offer,” say the 
NSE listing rules.

The net assets of the company 
wishing to list on the main market 

 NAIROBI

A
irtel Kenya is 
seeking Kenyan 
investors to buy 
a 30 percent 

stake in the telecoms opera-
tor ahead of the March 2024 
deadline of complying with 
revised ownership rules that 
are meant to encourage local 
ownership of ICT firms.

This signals that the firm is 
not keen to seek a waiver or 
an extension of time for com-
pliance as it mulls over listing 
the stake on the Nairobi Se-
curities Exchange (NSE) as an 
alternative.

The State last April un-
veiled a licensing policy that 
gave telecoms firms up to 
March 2024 to ensure local 
ownership of at least 30 per-
cent.

The policy also increased 
the local ownership thresh-
old from a minimum of 20 
percent, a cap that has been 
in place since 2008.

Airtel Africa CEO Segun 
Ogunsanya has said that the 
operator was in talks with 
the Communications Author-
ity of Kenya (CA) and the ICT 
ministry to strike a sale deal 
that includes either getting a 
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The Japanese government’s nominees for the Bank of Japan (BOJ) speak at in the lower house of the 
parliament in Tokyo

  NEW DELHI

 The Adani Group will hold a fixed-
income investor roadshow in Asia next 
week as the embattled Indian conglomer-
ate seeks to repair the damage caused by 
a shock short-seller report.

The group will hold a roadshow in Sin-
gapore on Feb. 27, and Hong Kong on Feb. 
28 and March 1, according to a person 
who asked not to be identified discussing 
a private matter. 

The empire of Indian billionaire Gau-
tam Adani is boosting outreach to in-
vestors after its bonds and stocks have 
slumped over the past month following 
a critical report from Hindenburg Re-
search.

The Adani Group, which also held calls 
with bondholders earlier in February, is 
seeking to stem the negative fallout from 
the Hindenburg claims as it faces debt 
maturities from a number of its compa-
nies by the end of next year. 

Moody’s Investors Service cut the out-
look on several Adani firms this month, 
citing concern over the impact of any big 
jump in funding costs.

Adani bonds were mixed Friday, with 
eight of 15 trading lower, though the 
moves were small by recent standards, 
according to data compiled by bloomb-
erg. 

The biggest decliner was an Adani 
Ports & Special Economic Zone Ltd. note, 
which fell 0.3 cents to 65.3 cents on the 
dollar as of 10:43 a.m. in Hong Kong.

The ports-to-power group has now lost 
about $146 billion in market value since 
Jan. 24, when Hindenburg published its 
scathing report alleging accounting fraud 
and stock manipulation. 

Adani and his companies have denied 
the allegations. They have also hired legal 
and communication teams, cut expenses 
and repaid debt as they seek to calm trad-
ers concerned about the group’s access to 
financing.

The Adani Group had tapped interna-
tional bond buyers for more than $8 bil-
lion in recent years, while also turning 
to global banks for at least as much in 
foreign-currency loans, data compiled by 
bloomberg show.

barclays Plc, bNP Paribas SA, DbS bank 
Ltd., Deutsche bank AG, Emirates NbD 
Capital, ING Groep NV, IMI-Intesa San-
paolo SpA, MuFG, Mizuho, SMbC Nikko 
and Standard Chartered bank have ex-
tended the invitation for the roadshow to 
potential investors.

Adani 
Group to 
hold Asia 
fixed-
income 
roadshow 

BoU has managed inflation well, say Citi boss 

Airtel Africa Group CEO Segun Ogunsanya during an interview on the sidelines of 
the launch of the telco’s eSIM (embedded sim), a digital sim PHOTO | NMG

Airtel opens talks for sale of 30pc stake to Kenyans
should also not be less than 
Sh100 million.

Airtel Kenya had $950.99 
million (Sh120 billion) assets 
as at end of March last year 
against $1.19 billion (Sh151 bil-
lion) liabilities, making it tech-
nically insolvent.

The NSE does not have prof-
itability and net assets thresh-
old for firms listed on the 
Growth Enterprise Market Seg-
ment, which was started for 
small and medium-sized firms 
showing growth potential.

The revised ownership rules 
look set to trigger deal-making 
in Kenya’s rapidly expanding 
information and telecoms sec-
tor, a potential that has drawn 
the interest of foreign compa-
nies.

Analysts reckon it could 
also lead to a number of firms 
seeking a listing on the NSE 
for compliance, though most 
non-compliant firms would 
prefer to sell a stake directly to 
billionaires or high-net-worth 
investors like local pension 
funds.

India’s bharti Airtel fully 
owns the Kenyan unit, which 
in March 2013 was granted an 
exemption to the local share-
holding rule without a limited 
period for compliance.

 KAMPALA

Citi says there has been good 
management of inflation, and 
therefore, there are expectations 
that inflation will continue to go 
down, which will allow policy 
rates to reduce

Citi Group, which operated 
Citibank in uganda, has said 
the aggressive monetary policy 
tightening by the central bank has 
played a key role in controlling 
inflation thus improving 
economic outlook. 

Speaking in an interview, Mr 
David Livingstone, Citi chief 
executive officer for Europe, 
Middle East and Africa, said the 
growth outlook in uganda has 
improved remarkably over the 
last few months following tight 
monetary policy by the central 
bank. 

“There has been good 
management of inflation … here 
in uganda and therefore there are 
expectations that inflation will 
continue to go down and that will 
allow policy rates to reduce as the 
central bank builds confidence,” 
he said. 

While economic growth has 
continued to be weak due to a 
tight monetary policy, inflationary 
pressures have softened. 

Central banks use monetary 
policy to manage economic 
fluctuations and achieve price 
stability.

Mr Livingstone said while 
economic growth remains low 
there is optimism  with a number 
of economic indicators starting to 
be positive. 

He also noted that while 
there are still risks in the global 
economy, which might spillover 
over to low income countries 
such as uganda, the monetary 
and fiscal policies are effective 
and it is helping to withstand 
global shocks, which acts as a 
base of optimism in the economy.  

In December last year, bank of 
uganda said inflation was likely to 
drop to between 6 and 8 percent 
this year, before stabilising  
around the 5 percent target by 
end of 2023.

The forecast was 2 percent 
lower than earlier projections by 
the Central bank.

The revision, the Central bank 
said, was due to dissipating 
impact of earlier increases in 
commodity prices, subdued 
domestic demand, effects of 
monetary policy, expected 
decrease in global inflation, and 
lower than project exchange rate 
depreciation.

Asian markets breathe sigh of relief 
 SYDNEY 

Asian markets breathed 
a sigh of relief on Friday as 
the incoming head of Japan’s 
central bank soothed fears 
of an early end to super-easy 
monetary policy, nudging 
bond yields lower globally.

Kazuo ueda, who will take 
over as governor of the bank 
of Japan (bOJ) in April, began 
three hours of speaking to 
parliament at 9:30 a.m. (0030 
GMT), offering markets a first 
glimpse of how the new-look 
central bank could steer an 
exit from ultra-low interest 
rates.

So far, ueda has pledged 
to maintain ultra-loose 
monetary policy because 
inflation has yet to 
sustainably and steadily 
meet the central bank’s 2 
percent target, and there 
was little indication that he 
would quickly unwind the 
bOJ policy called yield curve 
control (YCC).

“There have been high 
hopes that ueda will bring 
a hawkish twist to the bOJ, 
but early remarks in his 
confirmation speech say 
anything but,” said Matt 
Simpson, senior market 
analyst at City Index.

ueda’s confirmation 
hearing in the lower house 
comes as markets renew 
their attack on YCC, taking 
bets on a near-term interest 
rate rise.

Japan’s five-year 
government bond yield fell 
a little to 0.235 percent, from 
the previous close of 0.240 
percent. Ten-year bonds did 
not trade early on Friday, 
due to thin liquidly, but bond 
futures extended gains.

The Nikkei share index 
was up 1 percent.

The yen remained choppy. 
It reversed an early rise to 
be largely flat at 134.71 per 
dollar.

“Overall ueda is working 
hard to present himself as 

delivering continuity - at 
least to start with,” said Sean 
Callow, senior currency 
strategist at Westpac. “Now 
is not the time to put his 
own stamp on policy; that’s 
not why the government 
selected him.”

Data on Friday showed 
Japan’s annual core 
consumer inflation had hit 
a fresh 41-year high of 4.2% 
in January, keeping the 
central bank under pressure 
to phase out its massive 
stimulus programme.

Elsewhere, shares were 
mixed. MSCI’s broadest 
index of Asia-Pacific shares 
outside Japan slipped 0.2%, 
heading for a weekly drop of 
1.5 percent.

Chinese blue chips fell 0.4 
percent and Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng Index dropped 
0.9% while Australia’s 
resources-rich shares edged 
up 0.2 percent.

On Wall Street, stocks 
ended a topsy-turvy 

Thursday in positive 
territory, with the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average up 0.33 
percent, the S&P 500 gaining 
0.53 percent and the Nasdaq 
Composite adding 0.72%.

Investors were bracing for 
the release on Friday of the 
u.S. personal consumption 
expenditures (PCE) price 
index for January, the 
Federal Reserve’s preferred 
inflation measure. The index 
is expected to be up 4.3 
percent on a year earlier, 
compared with 4.4 percent 
the previous month.

Overnight, strong data, in-
cluding an unexpected fall 
in new claims for unemploy-
ment and a revised uptick 
in the fourth-quarter PCE 
price index, suggested some 
strength in the economy.

The dollar index, which 
measures the safe-haven 
dollar against six peers, was 
hovering at 104.63, not too 
far from a seven-week high 
of 104.78.

Central Bank of Uganda
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business news

China overhauls financial system giving Xi more control

ITV
MONDAY 26 Dec 

5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al Jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      The Base rpt
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:40  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10 Soap rpt: Rebeca
14:40      Mapishi
15:00      Bongo Movie:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe 
18:30    DW: Afrimaxx
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00     Kipindi Maalum: Watumishi Housing 
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 27 Dec
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon 
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25  Jagina rpt
11:00 The Base rpt
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
13:00       Ripoti Maalum
13:35       Shikabamba 
14:05     Igizo rpt: Rebeca
14:40      Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
15:00     Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na Mahakama 

ya TZ - Live
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba
21:30     Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
21:45     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30 Soap: Uzalo
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 28 Dec
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 

7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Kipindi maalum: TARURA rpt
11:00      The Base rpt
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30       Our Earth rpt
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
14:00      Kipindi maalum: NSSF rpt
14:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30     Jungu Kuu rpt
19:00     Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Aibu Yako
21:10 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:40     Kipindi maalum: Pesa Fasta
22:00     Ripoti maalum
22:30  Soap: Uzalo
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 29 Dec 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
11:00      The Base rpt
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
13:00      Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:30 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:30     Igizo rpt: Mizengwe 
15:00     Meza Huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15     Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri	Wako
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV
  

FRIDAY 30 Dec
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30						Usafiri	Wako
11:00      The Base rpt 
12:00      Al Jazeera

12:30 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco rpt
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Ma-

hakama ya TZ
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
15:00 Meza Huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15      Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30      Uchumi Wetu
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 31 Dec
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:00     Kipindi maalum: FAO 
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00					Usafiri	wako
13:30     Jagina
14:00     Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
16:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:30     Igizo: Rebeca
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15     Igizo: Rebeca
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
01:15     DWTV
 

SUNDAY 1 Jan
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:50 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10					Kipindi	maalum:	Reflexology
21:15 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo movie: 
23:30     Soap: Uzalo rpt

02:05 Al jazeera
   
      
CAPITAL 
 
Thurs  22  Dec
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Club 101 rpt
11:00  Al Jazeera
11:30  Spots gazette
12:00  Innovation
 
Mon 26  Dec
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00 

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorow Today
16:30 Eco@Africa
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Innovation Rpt
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  27 Dec
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00 

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 Décor Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Jagina rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 28  Dec
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Bussines Edition Rpt

16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  29  Dec
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorrow Today
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Tanzania yetu
20:00  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  30  Dec
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:Out & About Rpt
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 31 Dec
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

 BEIJING

C
hinese President Xi 
Jinping is set to bring 
decision-making of the 
financial system further 

under his control with the likely 
revival of a powerful committee to 
coordinate financial policy and the 
possible appointment of a key ally 
in a top position at the central bank.

Authorities are considering re-
viving the long-disbanded Central 
Financial work Commission to al-
low the ruling Communist Party to 
assert more control over financial 
policy, according to people familiar 
with the matter. Ding Xuexiang, Xi’s 
chief of staff, is set to become the 
head of the entity, one of the people 
said, asking not to be identified dis-
cussing a private matter.

He Lifeng — who is expected to re-
place Liu He as China’s vice premier 
responsible for economic policy in a 
government reshuffle next month — 
is also being considered for the role 
of party secretary at the People’s 
bank of China, the wall street Jour-
nal reported.

The appointment and potential 
overhaul of China’s financial regu-

BONN

The temperature outside Klaus 
Mueller’s office almost resembles 
spring, exactly the kind of mild 
weather that helped Germany get 
through the winter without Rus-
sian natural gas.

but Germany’s chief utility 
regulator is not ready to sound 
the all clear on an energy crisis 
spawned by the war in ukraine, 
even with natural gas reserves 
abundant and prices well down 
from their peak.

Too much could go wrong 
— especially if consumers and 
companies grow weary of the 
conservation habits they learned 
during a winter fraught with fear 
of rolling blackouts and rationing, 
Mueller, head of the Federal net-
work Agency, said in an interview 
wednesday with The Associated 
Press.

Plus, there’s next winter to 
think about.

Other risks, such as a pipeline 
accident or a sudden cold snap, 
could set back plans to keep natu-
ral gas storage as full as possible 
as europe learns to live without 
the cheap Russian gas that fueled 
its economy for decades.

Mueller would only concede 
that he’s “optimistic” this win-
ter will end without a further 
gas crunch, especially after Ger-
many cut gas use by 14% in 2022 
through lowering thermostats, 
switching to other fuels or halting 
energy-intensive industrial pro-
duction. Gas use fell 19% in the 
last six months across the whole 
27-nation european union.

“but at the same time, we’re 
focused already on winter 2023-
24, and we know that Germany, 
and large parts of europe, will 
have to get through the next 
winter without Russian pipeline 
gas,” he said. And “the risks are in 
plain sight.”

while he’s thankful for warmer-
than-usual winter weather that 
cut gas use for heating, “will next 
winter be so mild? no one can 
say,” Mueller said.

“second, we have to see if 
the industrial firms and private 
households are tired of the efforts 
related to conservation — or will 

they redouble their efforts based 
on experience thus far? we’re 
pushing for the second to be the 
case,” he said.

Mueller says he hopes the 
public responds to an approach 
based on transparency — not ex-
aggerating risk but not sugarcoat-
ing it either. Yet the experience 
with measures such as masking 
and social distancing during the 
COViD-19 pandemic show “that 
always being told what to do is 
not especially popular.”

Key for the months and years 
ahead is a push to use heat pumps 
instead of gas heating, still the 
case in roughly half of German 
homes. Above all, higher prices 
will force homeowners and busi-
nesses to adapt simply to lower 
their costs.

Gas prices have fallen to under 
50 euros ($53) per megawatt hour 
— the lowest level in nearly a year 
and a half — from a record 350 eu-
ros per megawatt hour in August, 
according to Factset. but they are 
still well above the 18 euros per 
megawatt hour in March 2021, 
just before Russia started mass-
ing troops on ukraine’s border.

Mueller said it will take six 
months to a year for lower prices 
to filter through to less expensive 
utility bills for consumers. Asked 
whether prices two or three 
times their pre-crisis level are the 
“new normal,” Mueller avoided 
the phrase, saying there are too 
many uncertainties that could af-
fect gas prices going forward.

Mueller, formerly head of the 
Federation of German Consumer 
Organisations and environment 
minister from the Greens party in 
northern Germany’s schleswig-
Holstein region, took over the 
network agency in March 2022, 
just days after Russia invaded 
ukraine on Feb. 24.

natural gas prices had already 
risen on fears of lost supply, al-
though western sanctions against 
Moscow initially spared oil and 
natural gas. There were concerns 
about europe’s dependency on 
Russian gas used to heat homes, 
generate electricity and fire up 
industrial processes like making 
glass and fertilizer.

German energy boss 
warns on gas supply

latory regime would put deci-
sion-making over key economic 
policies in fewer hands and 
centralize it under Xi, while also 
highlighting the strategic im-
portance of China’s $60 trillion 
financial sector. A vice premier 
holding a senior position at the 
PbOC would also elevate its role 
in financial regulation.

Xi has consolidated his power 
since taking control in 2012, 
stacking the party’s leadership 
with loyalists. He secured a 
precedent-breaking third term 
in power at the party’s congress 
in October last year.

 “There’s no doubt that He 
Lifeng has a much, much closer 
personal relationship to Xi than” 

current PbOC party chief Guo 
shuqing, said Christopher bed-
dor, deputy China research di-
rector at Gavekal Dragonomics. 
“if he’s ultimately appointed to 
replace Guo, markets will prob-
ably view that as Xi gaining 
somewhat more direct oversight 
of the central bank.”

The appointments have yet to 

People Bank of Chinapercent

be finalized, and plenty 
could still shuffle around 
ahead of the national 
People’s Congress next 
month. it’s at that key po-
litical event that China’s 
top legislature confirms 
a slate of ministerial ap-
pointments, including the 
PbOC governor. no nomi-
nees have been formally 
announced.

if He, 68, is named as 
PbOC party secretary, it 
would be the first time 
since the 1990s that a vice 
premier responsible for 
economic policy would 
also have a senior role at 
the bank.

The last vice premier 
who also took a top PbOC 
post was Zhu Rongji, a 
highly-regarded leader 
known for his tough and 
efficient reform style. He 
became the PbOC’s gov-
ernor between 1993 and 
1995 to address the coun-
try’s worst inflation on 
record — it reached 24% in 
1994 — and misconduct in 

the financial system.
The Central Financial 

work Commission was 
first established in 1998, 
a move that was intend-
ed to ensure officials at 
various levels stuck to 
the party’s guidelines and 
policies in a so-called ver-
tical management system. 
Then-Vice Premier wen 
Jiabao served as the com-
mission’s first chief.

The commission was 
dissolved in 2003 as part 
of a broad reorganization 
of government agencies 
that also saw the estab-
lishment of China’s bank-
ing regulator.

Veteran banker Zhu 
Hexin, currently chair-
man of state-owned finan-
cial conglomerate Citic 
Group Corp., is being con-
sidered as the next central 
bank governor, one of the 
people said. He would re-
place Yi Gang, who was 
widely expected to step 
down after approaching 

the usual retirement age 
for senior officials. Yi was 
dropped from a list of sen-
ior officials at the ruling 
party’s congress last year.

The wsJ first reported 
Zhu’s likely appointment 
and the reinstatement of 
the financial work com-
mittee.

The PbOC declined to 
comment when contacted 
by bloomberg news.

in recent years, the 
party secretary and gov-
ernor roles at the PbOC 
have been split. under 
Guo shuqing, the current 
PbOC party secretary who 
is expected to retire, the 
focus of his role has been 
on financial risk matters. 
Yi has been responsible 
for monetary policy im-
plementation.

economists said the 
changes at the PbOC may 
not signal a major shift 
in monetary policy, al-
though the central bank’s 
approach could be slight-
ly less hawkish.

Germany’s chief utility regulator, Klaus Mueller speaks during an interview 
with the Associated Press at the Federal Network Agency in Bonn, Germany.
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Nigerian presidential polls: 

Candidates round off campaigns

China on Monday released a 
report on US hegemony and its 
perils to expose the US’ abuse of 
hegemony in the political, mili-
tary, economic, financial, techno-
logical and cultural fields, by pre-
senting the relevant facts, and to 
draw greater international atten-
tion to the perils of the US’ prac-
tices to world peace and stability 
and the well-being of all peoples. 

The report was published as 
the US has been escalating the 
great power competition across 
the globe, and its style of seeking 
hegemony has been transformed 
from “benevolent” to aggressive, 
forcing more and more countries 
and regions to take sides, said 
Chinese observers, warning that 
attempts by the US to suppress 
and contain China will only inten-
sify in the near future.

Since becoming the world’s 
most powerful country after two 
world wars and the Cold War, the 
US has acted more boldly to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of other 
countries, and to pursue, main-
tain and abuse its hegemony, ad-
vance subversion and infiltration, 
and willfully wage wars, bringing 
harm to the international com-
munity, said the report.

The report pointed out that the 
US has developed a hegemonic 
playbook to stage “color revolu-
tions,” instigate regional disputes, 
and even directly launch wars 
under the guise of promoting 
democracy, freedom and human 
rights. Clinging to the Cold War 
mentality, the US has ramped up 
bloc politics and stoked conflict 
and confrontation. 

it has overstretched the con-
cept of national security, abused 
export controls and forced unilat-
eral sanctions upon others. it has 
taken a selective approach to in-
ternational laws and rules, utiliz-
ing or discarding them as it sees 
fit, and has sought to impose rules 

that serve its own interests in the 
name of upholding a “rules-based 
international order.”

The report listed instances of 
US interference in other coun-
tries’ internal affairs. For exam-
ple, in the name of “promoting 
democracy,” the country prac-
ticed a “neo-Monroe Doctrine” in 
Latin america, instigated “color 
revolutions” in Eurasia, and or-
chestrated the “arab spring” in 
West asia and north africa, bring-
ing chaos and disaster to many 
countries.

During the past few years, the 
US also tried to encourage and 
support “color revolution” in Chi-
na’s hong Kong Special adminis-
trative Region (hKSaR). Legisla-
tor nixie Lam, of the Democratic 
alliance for the Betterment and 
Progress of hong Kong SaR, told 
the Global Times on Monday that 
in the past, the US extended its 
hand to China’s hong Kong many 
times. 

Citing the List of Facts of the US 
interfering in hong Kong affairs 
and Supporting anti-China Chaos 
in hong Kong, published by the 

Chinese Foreign Ministry in Sep-
tember 2021, Lam said China has 
warned US politicians and their 
agents who meddle in hong Kong 
affairs that the Chinese govern-
ment and people are determined 
to maintain hong Kong’s prosper-
ity and stability, and that any out-
side intervention is doomed to be 
futile.

also, the report criticized that 
the country hosted the first “Sum-
mit for Democracy” in December 
2021, which drew criticism and 
opposition from many countries 
for making a mockery of the spirit 
of democracy and dividing the 
world. 

in March 2023, it will host an-
other “Summit for Democracy,” 
which remains unwelcome and 
will again find no support, said 
the report.

The first democracy summit 
was lackluster, and predictably, 
this year’s summit will be an-
other ridiculous political show 
by Washington, Sun Chenghao, a 
research fellow at the Center for 
international Security and Strate-
gy at Tsinghua University, told the 

Global Times on Monday. 
There are plenty of problems 

with american democracy, and 
Sun questioned how it could be 
capable to act as a “democratic 
leader.”  

The report also pointed out 
that the US’ surveillance is indis-
criminate. all can be targets of 
its surveillance, be they rivals or 
allies, or even leaders of allied 
countries such as former German 
chancellor angela Merkel and 
several French presidents. 

Cyber surveillance and at-
tacks launched by the US such as 
“Prism,” “Dirtbox,” “irritant horn” 
and “Telescreen Operation” are 
all proof that the US is closely 
monitoring its allies and partners. 
Such eavesdropping on allies 
and partners has already caused 
worldwide outrage. 

however, the US has always 
smeared other countries through 
spreading fictitious rumors over 
“surveillance incidents.” 

For example, the US house of 
Representatives voted to pass a 
resolution condemning “China’s 
use of the suspected surveillance 

balloon” that was shot down by 
US jets recently, Cnn reported on 
February 9. China has stated that 
the Chinese civilian unmanned 
airship straying into US airspace 
was completely accidental due 
to force majeure, and it did not 
pose any threat to US personnel 
or safety.

according to the Chinese re-
port, the US has fabricated ex-
cuses to clamp down on China’s 
high-tech enterprises with global 
competitiveness, and has put 
more than 1,000 Chinese enter-
prises on sanction lists.

The country has imposed con-
trols on biotechnology, artificial 
intelligence and other high-end 
technologies, reinforced export 
restrictions, tightened invest-
ment screening, suppressed Chi-
nese social media apps such as 
TikTok and WeChat, and lobbied 
the netherlands and Japan to re-
strict exports of chips and related 
equipment or technology to Chi-
na, the report said.

Sun believes that the strangle-
hold by the US on China in the 
field of science and technology is 
the most obvious and fiercest, as 
China’s catch-up momentum in 
the field is very obvious, which 
has exposed US anxiety over the 
potential loss of its leading posi-
tion in the field.

The report said that the US’ 
unilateral, egoistic and regressive 
hegemonic practices have drawn 
increasing, intense criticism and 
opposition from the international 
community.

China opposes all forms of he-
gemonism and power politics, 
and it rejects interference in oth-
er countries’ internal affairs. The 
US must critically examine what 
it has done, let go of its arrogance 
and prejudice, and quit its hege-
monic, domineering and bullying 
practices, the report concluded.

  Global Times

China publishes report on US’ hegemonic, domineering and bullying practices

aS China has optimized COViD-19 
response measures and resumed eco-
nomic activities, offline exhibitions 
are gradually coming back.

a number of major exhibitions are 
attracting global attention, such as the 
China international Building Trade 
Fair 2023, the Beijing Beauty Expo, 
the China (Shenzhen) Cross-border E-
commerce Fair, and the Global Sports 
Fashion Exhibition.

“after major offline exhibitions re-
started, the number of staff of our 
exhibition team has once again risen 
to over 100,” said Liu hong, vice presi-
dent of Kuka home, a Chinese uphol-
stery furniture manufacturer.

To better meet Chinese and for-
eign consumers’ demand for sofas, 
beds, tea tables, dining tables, and 

office chairs, the company is plan-
ning to promote brand-new design-
ing schemes at exhibitions and will 
launch some of them at the 2023 
China international Furniture Fair 
(Guangzhou) which will be hosted in 
March, Liu noted.

Liu believes that exhibitions are of 
remarkable significance because they 
directly present products to profes-
sionals and citizens, and help pur-
chasers gain a deeper understanding 
of suppliers’ strength and competi-
tiveness through forums, speeches, 
and interactive activities.

Recently, many foreign exhibition 
companies have come to China to 

host trade shows. 
The 17th automechanika Exhibi-

tion was jointly hosted by the Shang-
hai branch of leading event organizer 
Messe Frankfurt and China national 
Machinery industry international Co., 
Ltd. from Feb. 15 to 18 at the Shenzhen 
World Exhibition and Convention 
Center in Shenzhen, south China’s 
Guangdong province. The exhibition 
was joined by around 3,500 enter-
prises in the auto industry.

Stephan Buurma, Managing Di-
rector asia of Messe Frankfurt, told 
People’s Daily that many enterprises 
are optimistic about China’s market 
potential. he said that the company 

has been speeding up its preparations 
for holding exhibitions in China since 
this year, hoping to involve more en-
terprises around the world in China’s 
economic recovery.

China’s economic recovery would 
energize market entities. according to 
statistics, there were about 4.82 mil-
lion operational enterprises across 
China engaged in meeting and exhibi-
tion services as of Feb. 10. Since 2023, 
68,000 such companies have newly 
opened. in particular, about 19,800 
were set up in the first 10 days of Feb-
ruary, up 110.6 percent from a year ago.

Many local governments have rolled 
out a new round of policies to spur the 

recovery of the exhibition industry 
since this month.

Southwest China’s Sichuan province, 
proposing to launch a campaign to 
expand business in the international 
market, will help organize over 100 
major international exhibitions and 
trade activities and render support to 
enterprises joining both domestic and 
foreign exhibitions.

hunan province said it supports for-
eign trade companies attending over-
seas exhibitions and will offer financial 
support for those joining major over-
seas exhibitions.

apart from that, many large exhibi-
tion organizations are also taking ac-

tive measures to provide quality ser-
vices.

Chu Shijia, director general of the 
China Foreign Trade Center, said the 
organizers of the 133rd Canton Fair 
will upgrade exhibition areas and 
set up new themes to highlight trade 
upgrading, industrial progress, and 
technological innovation. Besides, an 
investment-themed sub-forum will be 
hosted to facilitate the trade sector, 
Chu added.

The national Exhibition and Con-
vention Center (Shanghai), in accor-
dance with the standards adopted by 
the China international import Expo, 
will launch 37 innovative services this 
year to improve the service quality of 
exhibitions.

       People’s Daily

Resumption of offline exhibitions energises market

NEW DELHI 

inDian Prime Minister narendra Modi yesteriday ap-
pealed to leading economies to come forward for bringing 
stability in the global economy.

“it is up to the custodians of the leading economies and 
monetary systems of the world to bring back stability, confi-
dence and growth to the global economy. Focus your discus-
sions on the most vulnerable citizens of the world,” he said 
in a video address to the first ministerial-level meeting under 
india’s G20 presidency.

“Global economic leadership can win back the confidence 
of the world only by creating an inclusive agenda.”

The two-day meeting of G20 finance ministers and central 
bank governors began in the country’s southern city of Ben-
galuru yesterday.

“it will see the participation of finance ministers and cen-
tral bank governors of G20 members, invitee members and 
heads of international organizations. in total, there will be 
72 delegations attending the meeting,” reads an official state-
ment issued by the federal government. 

Taking a note of challenges faced by the world presently, 
the indian prime minister said that the participants are rep-
resenting the leadership of global finance and economy at a 
time when the world was facing serious economic difficul-
ties.

he cited examples of COViD-19 pandemic and its after-ef-
fects on the global economy, rising geopolitical tensions, dis-
ruptions in global supply chains, rising prices, food and en-
ergy security, unsustainable debt levels affecting the viability 
of many countries, and the erosion of trust in international 
financial institutions due to their inability to reform quickly.

Speaking at the occasion, Governor of the Reserve Bank 
of india Shaktikanta Das said that uncertainties had clouded 
the global economy, and G20 members must resolutely ad-
dress challenges like threats to financial stability and debt 
distress.

indian Finance Minister nirmala Sitharaman said that 
G20 can transform lives across the globe by leveraging the 
complementary strengths of members while respecting 
country needs and circumstances.

India’s Modi urges G20 to bring 
back global economic stability

ABUJA

 in a final push for votes, presiden-
tial candidates contesting in nigeria’s 
general elections starting this weekend 
concluded their campaigns mid-week in 
line with the country’s electoral laws. 

Eighteen presidential candidates are 
expecting take part in the presidential 
election today, alongside national as-
sembly elections. The fates of the presi-
dential candidates are to be decided by 
a total of 93,469,008 voters registered 
by the independent national Electoral 
Commission, nigeria’s electoral body, 
across the 36 states of the country and 
the Federal Capital Territory.

nigeria’s governing all Progressives 
Congress (aPC) party has said it is con-
vinced about “coasting home to victory” 
in the presidential poll after rounding 
off its nationwide engagement with sup-
porters and voters for about six months.

The aPC Presidential Campaign 
Council told reporters at a press confer-
ence in abuja, the nigerian capital, on 

Wednesday that its campaign for votes 
peaked at a grand rally attended by Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari in the south-
western state of Lagos Tuesday.

“The hundreds of thousands of enthu-
siastic supporters and party members 
that thronged our rallies, and those that 
marched on the streets to welcome our 
candidates attest to the popularity and 
acceptability of our party and flagbear-
ers by the masses,” said Dele alake, lead 
spokesman for the ruling party’s cam-
paign council.

alake described the ruling party’s 
presidential campaign season, which of-
ficially kicked off in the central Plateau 
state in november 2022, as “exciting and 
animating,” as Bola ahmed Tinubu, the 
aPC presidential candidate, traveled to 
all the 36 states in the country and made 
return trips to many states for addition-
al engagements.

On his own part, 76-year-old atiku 
abubakar, the presidential candidate of 
the main opposition People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP), believes his “imminent 

MOSCOW

 ThE United States is 
ready to start talks with 
Russia on the new STaRT 
nuclear arms control trea-
ty “tomorrow” if Moscow 
is prepared for this, US 
Under Secretary of State 
for Political affairs Victoria 
nuland said in an inter-
view with TaSS.

“We’re ready to do it tomorrow if the Russian Federa-
tion is ready. and we’re also ready to allow inspections,” 
the diplomat said, answering a question if Washington is 
prepared for talks without preconditions and accusations.

nuland (pictured) once again stated that the US views 
the treaty’s suspension as an irresponsible move. “The US 
and Moscow have responsibilities to the world to keep our 
nuclear arsenal safe and secure, and we should do our 
jobs,” nuland said.

“The US has been ready to go back to the table to ensure 
implementation of new STaRT from the very beginning,” 
she stressed.

Russian President Vladimir Putin said in his February 21 
address to the Federal assembly that Russia was suspend-
ing its participation in the new STaRT treaty, but was not 
withdrawing from it. 

The head of state emphasized that before returning to 
the discussion of compliance with the treaty, Russia should 
understand how the arsenals of not only the United States, 
but also other naTO nuclear powers — the UK and France 
— will be accounted for by the treaty. 

Russia’s lower house of parliament, the State Duma, on 
Wednesday unanimously passed the bill on Russia’s sus-
pension of new STaRT.

US ready for talks with Russia on New 
START ‘tomorrow’ — Nuland tells TASS

victory” in the upcoming presidential election 
would be “a deliverance for nigerians.”

Dele Momodu, a senior spokesman for the 
PDP Presidential Campaign Council, said in a 
statement Thursday that recent interactions 
with all classes of nigerians in the course of 
abubakar’s nationwide campaign had en-
deared him to nigerians.

“abubakar’s hustings across all parts of ni-
geria confirmed further to him how grievous-
ly nigerians are suffering and how desperately 
they desire and pray for deliverance. The pro-
grams and manifesto aligned and connected 
with the inner desires, hunger, and prayers of 
millions of nigerians,” Momodu said.

in several tweets Wednesday, Peter Obi, 

presidential candidate of the Labor Party, 
urged the voters to consider him for the coun-
try’s top job, saying his victory would bring 
“change” to the West african nation.

“The world is watching. We must take our 
destined position as the giant of africa. You 
and i know the right thing to do. The greatest 
lie one can tell is a lie to one’s soul. if you are 
still undecided, please talk to yourself. allow 
your conscience to guide you,” Obi said.

The 61-year-old presidential hopeful said 
one of his main aims was to move the nige-
rian economy from importing and consuming 
products to “producing, consuming less, and 
exporting more,” adding that “it is the essence 
of consumption to production.”  Agencies

Pedestrians walk past campaign posters for presidential candidate Bola Tinubu of the All Progressives 
Congress in Lagos, Nigeria yesterday.  AP

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
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 Brussels 

The west and the rest of 
the world are sharply divided 
in their views on the russia-
Ukraine conflict and the ensu-
ing global order, according to a 
survey released on wednesday 
by the european Council on 
Foreign relations.

Yesterday marked the one-
year anniversary of russia’s 
special military operation in 
Ukraine. The survey was con-
ducted in China, India, Türkiye, 
the United states, Great Brit-
ain, russia and nine european 
Union nations. 

According to the survey, 65 
percent of the respondents in 
Great Britain, 55 percent in the 
Us and 54 percent in the nine 
eU nations see russia as their 
avowed “adversary”. Many peo-
ple in these countries also agree 
they should help Ukraine win 
the conflict.

For 80 percent of the respon-
dents in India, 79 percent in 
China and 69 percent in Türki-
ye, russia is either an “ally” or a 
“necessary partner”.

Also, 54 percent in India, 48 
percent in Türkiye and 42 per-
cent in China support a quick 
end to the crisis.

People in these three coun-
tries, as well as in russia, consid-
er the emergence of a “multipo-
lar world order” more probable 
than a “bipolar arrangement” 

One year on, countries divided over Ukraine crisis

Advancing whole-process people’s de-
mocracy and ensuring that the people 
run the country is one of the important 
focuses of the 20th national Congress of 
the Communist Party of China (CPC).

China has made significant achieve-
ments in the continuous development 
of its whole-process people’s democracy, 
and built an effective model of democ-
racy with Chinese characteristics.

The country has developed democracy 
in line with its national conditions and 
learned from the progress of other hu-
man civilizations. China’s effective whole-
process people’s democracy, in turn, is 
also shedding light on the democratic de-
velopment of other countries.

I was once a visiting scholar at Fudan 
University, where I studied China’s demo-
cratic practice in depth.

As the white paper titled “China: de-
mocracy That works” published in late 
2021 said in its preamble, “whole-process 
people’s democracy integrates process-
oriented democracy with results-orient-
ed democracy, procedural democracy 
with substantive democracy, direct de-
mocracy with indirect democracy, and 
people’s democracy with the will of the 
state. It is a model of socialist democracy 
that covers all aspects of the democratic 
process and all sectors of society. It is a 
true democracy that works.”

In my opinion, this part well explains 
the distinct features of Chinese democ-
racy. 

China values both democratic decision-
making and results-oriented democracy 
while pursuing whole-process people’s 
democracy.

In its democratic practice, the country 
always learns what the people want, what 
the government needs to do and whether 
the people are satisfied with the imple-
mentation of policies and measures.

Compared with that in other countries, 
China’s democratic practice better re-
sponds to the demands of the people. The 
remarkable progress that the country has 
achieved in its economic and social devel-
opment is closely related to the effective 
operation of the Chinese democratic sys-
tem.

law-based governance concerns a 
country’s economic development, so-
cial stability and normal operation of 
the political system. while advancing 
democratic politics, China attaches high 
importance to promoting law-based gov-
ernance.

since the 18th CPC national Congress 

PArIs

nIneTeen months after Mo-
rocco, victim of a “gigantic interna-
tional destabilization enterprise”, 
filed a complaint against some 
French media and nGos, which 
accused it of having used the spy-
ware “Pegasus”, “no evidence has 
been provided to date”, olivier 
Baratelli, lawyer of the Kingdom in 
France, said Friday in Paris.

speaking at a press conference 
on the latest developments in this 
case and the legal actions taken by 
Morocco, the lawyer denounced 
a “great manipulation of informa-
tion” and a “huge rumor” that has 
targeted Morocco and its adminis-
trations.

“Today, 19 months later, there is 
nothing. we knew that it was false 
and that it was a rumor and that it 
was a gigantic international desta-
bilization enterprise” aimed at Mo-
rocco, said Baratelli.

he recalled that Morocco had im-
mediately launched legal proceed-
ings and, a few days later, ten direct 
quotes were presented before the 
criminal court in Paris for defama-
tion against “Forbiden stories” and 
“Amnesty International” (AI), and 
the “most fervent supporters” of 
these theses in France, namely the 
media le Monde, France Info, the 
investigation unit of France Inter, 
Médiapart and humanité.

These cases were argued and 
reargued on February 15 before 
the Paris Court of Appeals, said 
Baratelli, reporting an “impression 
of real listening” on the part of the 
judges, who will deliver their judg-
ments on April 12.

“we really have great confi-
dence in the decisions that will be 
made,” said the lawyer, recalling 
that as early as november 2021, 
the rumor had already “deflated” 
after the then Prime Minister, Jean 
Castex, had declared in the na-
tional Assembly that the phone of 
President emmanuel Macron was 
never infected, after submitting 
it to the French services who had 
examined it and found that the 
device did not include any trace of 
spyware.

“we knew it was false and yet, in 
november, le Monde and France 
Inter continued to spread the ru-
mor, so we relaunched five defa-
mation proceedings,” added the 
lawyer.

To support their theses, some 
journalists had filed a complaint 
at the same time of disseminating 
the news story, a “grotesque and 
unbelievable” situation, he noted, 
making known that this complaint 
was followed by the prosecutor’s 
office of Paris during a little more 
than one year.

“we met with the prosecutor, we 
have fed his file and we have dem-
onstrated, scientific evidence in 
support - provided by a college of 
experts in computer science - that 
it was impossible for Morocco to 
use this software, so after a year, 
this prosecutor of the republic has 
considered that we were facing 
one of the greatest media manipu-
lation of all time,” he said.

he added that the Kingdom’s 
lawyers in France have presented 
all the evidence that Morocco has 
never purchased, acquired or used 
directly or indirectly Pegasus, and 
the prosecutor of the republic has 
finally considered that indeed it 
was necessary to open this case 
more widely and has opened a ju-
dicial investigation which was en-
trusted in september 2022 to two 
investigating magistrates.

“Morocco joined as a civil party 
on February 6. we are a party to 
this case and we will be able to 
work, hand in hand, with the in-
vestigating judges to completely 
dismantle this rumor and close the 
door once and for all of this media 
rumor,” he said.

 

‘Pegasus’: After 19 months, ‘no proof 
provided’ by Morocco’s accusers

NAIrOBI

AFrICA’s health regulators on 
Thursday kicked off a three-day 
meeting in the Kenyan capital of 
nairobi to review ways to boost their 
capacity to combat pandemics.

The conference brought together 
medical profession regulators and 
associations from more than 30 

countries across Africa with a view 
to strengthening the continent’s 
health systems. simon nemutan-
dani, president of the Association 
of Medical Councils of Africa, said 
in his opening remarks that patient 
safety requires robust and effective 
regulation that expands access to 
quality health care.

 “Africa’s medical regulators 

need to create relevant and fit-for-
purpose effective health systems 
that can respond to evolving health 
care delivery systems as well as the 
emergence of pandemics and cata-
strophic climate or weather events,” 
nemutandani said. 

he added that at a time when the 
world has been recently gripped by 
CoVId-19, one of the most signifi-

cant pandemics in history, govern-
ments should increase investments 
in both health personnel and medi-
cal infrastructure.

david Kariuki, chief executive 
officer and registrar of the Kenya 
Medical Practitioners and dentists 
Council, said Kenya has already 
developed rapid assessment and 
licensing procedures for health 

facilities to operate as quarantine 
or treatment centers in case of the 
emergence of pandemics. 

Kariuki noted that medical regula-
tors should learn from their collec-
tive experience and seek new strate-
gies to prepare for an ever-changing 
world where more pandemics and 
other threats are likely to occur. 

                Xinhua

Africa’s health regulators meet in Kenya to boost capacity to combat pandemics

in 2012, the CPC Central Commit-
tee has included comprehensively 
advancing law-based governance 
as a part of China’s Four-pronged 
Comprehensive strategy. The 19th 
CPC national Congress mapped 
out a blueprint that takes integrated 
steps to build a country, govern-
ment, and society based on the rule 
of law by 2035.

The Civil Code of the People’s re-
public of China officially took effect 
on Jan. 1, 2021, which marked a sig-
nificant milestone in the country’s 
efforts to advance the rule of law. 

At present, China is working ac-
tively to advance legislation in key 
areas such as scientific innovation, 
public health and ecological civili-
zation. The ceaseless efforts made 
by China to promote law-based gov-
ernance have assisted the orderly 
operation of its democratic system.

since the end of the Cold war, 
some countries duplicated western 
models of democracy but found 
themselves trapped in develop-

ment dilemmas, with emerging 
problems such as a wide wealth 
gap and increasing division in so-
ciety. People’s demands for equity, 
justice, security and development 
were not satisfied.

some countries ignored the rule 
of law while developing democracy, 
which led to abuse of power and 
other governance issues.

“There is nothing wrong with 
democracy per se. some countries 
have encountered setbacks and 
crises in their quest for democracy 
only because their approach was 
wrong,” said the white paper “Chi-
na: democracy That works.”

China has promoted democracy 
according to its own national condi-
tions. It has achieved benign inter-
action among democratic develop-
ment, political stability and social 
progress, inspiring other countries 
in pursuing democracy that suits 
their own national conditions.

People’s Daily

in the eU countries and 4 
percent in Great Britain see 
Us global supremacy as the 
most likely state of affairs 
a decade from now. Most 
people in the eU nations 
and the Us expect a bipo-
lar world led by the Us and 
China.

But outside the west, peo-
ple believe that “fragmenta-
tion”, not “polarization”, 
will mark the next interna-
tional order. respondents 
in China, India,Türkiye and 
russia predict that the west 
will soon be just one global 
pole among many. The west 
may still be the strongest 
party, but it will not have 
“hegemonic” control, they 
believe.

The survey also found 
that people in China, India 
and Turkiye are skeptical 
of the west’s claims about 
defending democracy in 
Ukraine.

A vast majority of Chinese 
and Turkish respondents 
said that the west’s support 
for Ukraine is motivated by 
reasons other than the de-
fense of Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity or its democracy.

Many in China said the 
west’s support is driven by 
the desire to protect west-
ern dominance.

  
Agencies

China’s whole-process people’s democracy works well

JerusAleM

A far-right Israeli cabinet minister formally gained 
responsibilities over Jewish settlements in the oc-
cupied west Bank on Thursday that he said included 
bringing their legal status closer to that of communi-
ties within Israel.

Finance Minister Bezalel smotrich wields a supervi-
sory role for settlers in the defense Ministry as part of 
his coalition deal with Prime Minister Benjamin netan-
yahu, prompting increased Us focus on Israel’s west 
Bank policies. 

A 14-point statement issued by smotrich after he 
agreed on a division of roles with defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant included the assertion that “legislation 
on all (settlement) civilian matters will be brought into 
line with Israeli law”.

Asked to elaborate, a smotrich spokesperson said: 
“equal application of relevant laws – on labor, the envi-
ronment, et cetera – that are legislated in lesser Israel.”

“lesser Israel” is a term used by ultranationalists like 
smotrich – himself a settler – who seek annexation of 
the west Bank, a biblical and strategic area captured 
in a 1967 war.

“All settlement is illegal and any attempt by Israel 
to legalize or annex these settlements is rejected and 
is a violation of international resolutions,” said nabil 
Abu rudeineh, spokesperson for Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas.

The United states has reiterated its decades-old calls 
for a two-state solution between Israel and the Pales-
tinians and called for restraint after a surge in violence 
in the west Bank, which the Palestinians want as the 
core of a future state.

washington has also urged Israel not to expand set-
tlements, which most world powers deem illegal.

smotrich said he would now also have “total respon-
sibility” over zoning, surveys and sales of west Bank 
lands for settlers, who number around a half-million 
among 3.1 million Palestinians.

Confirming the smotrich-Gallant agreement, netan-
yahu said it was pursuant to the coalition deals.

netanyahu said in 2019 that he would annex west 
Bank settlements – alarming the west and prompting 
the United Arab emirates and Bahrain to forge ties 
with Israel a year later in exchange for the prime min-
ister shelving the territorial plan.

The platform of smotrich’s religious Zionism party 
calls for advancing west Bank settlement in the face of 
“a complex Us administration” by focusing dialogue 
on “the extent of sovereignty Israel will assert and the 
scale of construction and retroactive authorization (of 
unsanctioned settler outposts)”.

If formal annexation is not possible due to Us oppo-
sition, it adds, “de facto assertion of sovereignty should 
be pursued”.

Israeli pro-settler minister formally 
gains West Bank powers

ANTAKYA
 
TürKIYe will widen an investigation into building 

contractors suspected of violating safety standards fol-
lowing its devastating earthquake, the interior minister 
said, as the country stepped up housing plans for vic-
tims.

suleyman soylu said 564 suspects had been identi-
fied so far, with 160 people formally arrested and many 
more still under investigation.

“our cities will be built in the right places, our chil-
dren will live in stronger cities. we know what kind of 
test we are facing, and we will come out of this stron-
ger,” he told state broadcaster TrT haber.

President recep Tayyip erdogan has pledged to re-
build housing within one year. 

In power for two decades, erdogan faces elections 
within four months. even before the quake, opinion 
polls showed he was under pressure from a cost of liv-
ing crisis, which could worsen as the disaster has dis-
rupted agricultural production.

soylu said some 313,000 tents had been erected, with 
100,000 container homes to be installed in the earth-
quake zone.

The number of people killed in Türkiye in this 
month’s devastating earthquakes has risen to 43,556, 
soylu said overnight.

soylu said there had been 7,930 aftershocks following 
the first quake on Feb. 6 and that more than 600,000 
apartments and 150,000 commercial premises had suf-
fered at least moderate damage.

Urbanisation Minister Murat Kurum said 164,000 
buildings with more than 530,000 apartments were de-
stroyed or severely damaged by the earthquake.

The government has already started contract pro-
cesses for the construction of new apartments in the 
area that was hit, Kurum added.

“There’s no one left in town. There’s nothing to do,” 
said Caner ozdemir after getting off a bus that arrived 
from Kirikhan to the Iskenderun train station. 

     Agencies

Türkiye investigates building 
contractors as quake toll rises

between China and the Us.
In contrast to opinions in the west, people in many non-

western countries appear to believe that the post-Cold 
war era is over.

The paradox of the russia-Ukraine conflict is that “the 
west is both more united and less influential in the world 
than ever before”, said Mark leonard, co-founder of the 
european Council on Foreign relations and co-author of a 

report based on the survey.
emerging powers, such as India and Türkiye, will act on 

their own terms and resist being caught in a conflict be-
tween the Us and China, according to leonard’s report.

It said that one of the most striking findings of the survey 
is that most people, both within and beyond the west, be-
lieve the Us-led liberal order is coming to an end.

only 9 percent of the respondents in the Us, 7 percent 

A flock of pigeons fly between two damaged buildings in the small Ukrainian town of Borodyanka, some 60 km from Ukrainian capital 
of Kiev on Jan 12, 2023. (PHOTO / AFP) 

We met with the 
prosecutor, we have 
fed his file and we 
have demonstrated, 
scientific evidence in 
support - provided 
by a college of 
experts in computer 

Photo shows Evandro Carvalho, a professor with the Brazilian think tank 
Fundacao Getulio Vargas. (Photo from the website of Fundacao Getulio Vargas)

(left to right) Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich attend a press conference at 
the Prime Minister’s office in Jerusalem on January 25, 2023. 
Smotrich formally gained responsibilities over Jewish settle-
ments in the occupied West Bank on Thursday. (PHOTO / AFP)



By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

MARATHONS have become a glob-
al trend, and runners from around 
the world participate in well-known 
international marathons.

The tremendous economic ben-
efits of sports tourism extend to the 
food service, hotel, and transporta-
tion industries in the host city.

Marathons contribute to market-
ing the host city and runners have an 
increased willingness to revisit cities 
hosting well-known marathons.

Ahead of the 2023 Kilimanjaro 
Premium Larger International Mar-
athon, slated for Sunday in Moshi, 
dozens of runners along with their 
supporters have already arrived in 
the town where the event will take 
place.

With about 11,000 runners from 
various parts of the country as well 
as neighbouring countries set to 
participate in the 21st edition of the 
marathon, hospitality industry prac-
titioners and businesspersons have 
all reasons to smile.

All hotels have already been 
booked in an advance and, as the 
marathon’s day draws closer, the 
prices of hotel rooms go up tremen-
dously.

Reliable information from some 
hotels owners in Moshi revealed that 
the rooms booked for 25,000/- for 
one person are now costing between 
55,000/- and 70,000/-, while the 
room which previously cost 40,000/- 
for one person, as well as a room that 
cost 60,000/-, had until yesterday 
cost 150,000/- for one person.

“Accommodation providers in this 
town had based all their hopes on 
the marathon and they were not dis-
appointed, small businesses’ owners 
also expect to benefit from the event 
because they will be allowed to sell 
their products,” the reliable source 
noted.

“We checked a variety of resort 
hotels just to see how they have 
been booked during this busy mara-
thon weekend, henceforth, we have 
decided to look for other hotels in 
Bomang’ombe and Arusha,” Cosmas 
Charles, a runner, stated.

The 2023 Kilimanjaro Premium 

Larger International Marathon, 
themed ‘Run For Good, is the 21st 
installment of the showdown since it 
resumed in 2002.

Minister for Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Mohamed Mchengerwa, is 
expected to flag off the races which 
are expected to finish within six 
hours.

The races have been preceded by 
a four-day Kili Expo held at Moshi 
Cooperative University grounds, 
bringing together sponsors of the 
marathon and other business own-
ers to showcase their products and 
services.

Kilimanjaro International Mara-
thon runners are set to head out on 
a fairly flat course from Moshi Coop-
erative University Stadium, they will 
run between eight to nine kilometers 
in the direction of Dar es Salaam.

The route then turns back towards 
the town of Moshi passing through 
the direction of Kilimanjaro Moun-
tain before a long steady ascent to-
wards Mweka.

There is a final uphill stretch up 
the mountain until the 32 kilometers 
point before runners head back to-
ward the finish line at Moshi Coop-
erative University Stadium.

The showdown’s main sponsors are 
Kilimanjaro Premium Lager, which 
sponsors the 42 kilometers event, 
Tigo- 21 kilometers showdown, and 
Grand Malt which sponsors the 5 ki-
lometers Fun Run.

Official supporting sponsors are 
Kilimanjaro Drinking Water, TPC 
Sugar, Simba Cement, and TotalEner-
gies Marketing Tanzania Limited.

Official suppliers for the show-
down are Keys Hotel, Garda World, 
CMC Automobiles, and Kibo Palace 
Hotel.

The exhibitors are FastHub, CAFFE 
GELATO-Arusha, Ninu, Kili MedAir, 
Kilimanjaro International Leather 
Industries (KLICL), TANAPA, and 
Tanzania Tourist Board.

Other exhibitors are Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area Authority, My-
sol, Nyange Adventures, Hisense, 
PEPFAR & USAID, Happy Sausages, 
Bunge Dogo, Queen Soft Sanitary 
Pads, NSSF, and Surveyed Plots Com-
pany Ltd.
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 By Correspondent Michael Eneza

R
ARELY does a 
sporting event 
ignite as much 
symbolic value 

or significance as the 3-0 
win that Tanzania’s Young 
Africans SC, alias Yanga, put 
up against once famed TP 
Mazembe of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

For the first time, the rather 
expansive slogan of ‘wanan-
chi’ seemed to be uttered 
universally among different 
sections of city residents and 
possibly elsewhere, whereas 
earlier it used to be heard 
among the common people, 
or street diehards. This time 
it was altogether evident that 
it was valid.

Similarly, it is difficult to 
remember another weekend 
where the two city giants 
took on foreign teams with 
an exactly opposite result, 
Simba SC’s 3-0 defeat and 3-1 
victory for Yanga, and then 
there was a 5m/- award for 
each goal and Jangwani Street 
club bagged 15m/- whereas 
Msimbazi Street outfit had lit-
tle to show for in that match, 
at least concerning claiming 
anything in that presidential 
fund.

It is hard to imagine a meth-
od of boosting egos momen-
tarily to that extent, Yanga 
was basking in glory while 
the Group Stage entrants in 
the 2022/23 CAF Champions 
League, Simba SC, crouched 
in shame.

It was of no consequence 
that the matches at hand 
were scarcely comparable as 
one side was playing one of 
the most formidable sides on 
the continent, while the other 
was meeting a side that is but 
the shadow of its old self.

What ignited the merry-
making was the still overpow-
ering image of TP Mazembe 
and a bit of delusion that this 
is the side that the local club 
champions had neatly taken 
care of, despite that the Con-
golese side was eliminated by 
Vipers SC, Uganda military 
quasi-side.

The Simba SC leadership 
recalled this aspect but heads 
did not cool.

What was even more sur-
prising was how acknowl-
edged members of the social 

When Yanga’s rout of TP Mazembe 
is a cultural, not just sporting event 

2023’s Kilimanjaro 
International 
Marathon shoots 
Moshi hotels’ prices up

Yanga’s left fullback, David Bryson (R), attempts to get the better of Kinondoni Municipal 
Council FC’s right-back, Kelvin Kijiri, when the outfits took on each other in the 2022/23 
NBC Premier League tie played in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday. Yanga cruised to a 1-0 
victory. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

elite were reminding each other 
who was the first membership 
cardholder of the Jangwani 
Street side, fictitiously or other-
wise identified with the founder 
president.

What appears to have oc-
curred is that around 1970 
when plans were being mooted 
to develop the Jangwani Street 
premises into a club residence 
and training pitch, new issuance 
of club membership cards was 
done.

Otherwise, it is hard to see 
how Mwalimu Nyerere would 
get card no. 1 and Sheikh Karume 
obtained card number 2.

What was a group match at a 

non-prestigious international 
tournament, the second tier of 
the real championship, became 
a sort of rebirth for the Yanga 
social fraternity.

It is hard to figure out how the 
fraternity would have celebrat-
ed had they won the champion-
ship, even of the second tier, if 
not the first, as it was nec plus 
ultra, the mother of all celebra-
tions as it were.

It annulled, completely and 
indelibly, the fact that the side 
lost 2-0 in its first group outing 
at an away match with Tunisia’s 
US Monastir, so rapidly forgot-
ten that would almost believe it 
never occurred, but there is a 

risk of a sharp reminder of this, 
soon.

From a psychological point of 
view, what was enthralling about 
the Yanga rout of TP Mazembe 
was less the score line than a 
celebration of the misfortune 
of their next-street rivals, Simba 
SC, in the second of continental 
derbies.

It was the pain of their archri-
vals that sweetened their win 
over the once-famed Congolese 
side, and all circumstance was 
put to the locker.

And as they failed in the pre-
liminary run for the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League Group 
Stage, it was as if they had just 
taken sweet revenge…!

This was a short-lived celebra-
tion as the club’s start in the 
Group Stage was not quite in-
spiring, and there is a sleek dan-
ger they might drop their guard 
in their next match or two due to 
excessive celebration.

But despite the 2-0 crying de-
feat to US Monastir, the 3-0 win 
over TP Mazembe shows Yanga 
has staying power, when missing 
the services of the now sidelined 
Bernard Morrison, and still reel-
ing from the loss of arch-mid-
fielder, Feisal Salum.

It is probably accurate to say 
that the side’s chances are more 
or less unpredictable, between 
resurgence and dissipation.

If anything, the impact of the 
result at the Benjamin Mkapa 
arena was to give the Premier 
League leaders the confidence 
they need for the next round 
of matches in the 2022/23 CAF 
Confederation Cup, as well as 
heighten their feeling as upcom-
ing champions, or retaining the 
Premier League title.

It would have been fantastic if 
the matter could be ended there 
but a shadow lurks behind in the 
fact that the side failed in the 
first rung tourney, and all these 
acrobatics are being displayed 
in a second rung tournament in 
comparison with their archri-
vals.

They stand a better chance of 
proceeding to the next stage at 
least based on the TP Mazembe 
result, though there is still the 
possibility of a short-lived hur-
rah if other sides excessively 
study the latest match and find 
the right responses.

TP Mazembe did not quite feel 
they had to do that as Yanga just 
came back from the 2-0 letdown 
with US Monastir.

Tanzania’s Yanga winger, Ducapel Moloko (Front), gets the better of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)’s Tout Puissant Mazembe winger, 
Phillippe Kinzumbi, when the two sides locked horns in a 2022/23 CAF 
Confederation Cup Group D match played in Dar es Salaam last Sunday. 
Yanga commanded a 3-1 victory. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

M-Bet Tanzania Marketing Director, Allen Mushi (C), poses for a picture with winners of the firm’s betting game, termed 
Perfect 12, Abdallah Segatwa (R) and Mesharam Bakunda, after handing over dummy cheques of 175.3m/- to the duo that 
emerged as winners through the betting game’s latest draw. The handover function took place at the firm’s headquarters in 
Dar es Salaam on Friday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Betting firm presents cash prize to two winners 
 By Guardian Correspondent

TWO Tanzania soccer 
fanatics have raked in 
175.3m/- apiece after pre-
cisely predicting the results 
of 12 soccer matches played 
in various leagues across 
the world.

The duo was declared 
winners through a draw 
for a betting game, dubbed 
‘Perfect 12’, organized by 
betting firm, M-Bet Tanza-
nia.

The winners, Mesharam 
Bakunda, and Abdallah Se-
gatwa were presented with 
their cash prizes at a brief 
ceremony held at the firm’s 
headquarters in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday.

Allen Mushi, M-Bet Tan-
zania’s Marketing Director, 
said that his company feels 
great pride in changing the 
lives of football fans in the 
country. 

The two winners further 
support the English Pre-
mier League outfit, Arsenal.

Mushi said that the two 
winners join other winners 
in the ‘house of champions’ 
and asked football fans to 
try their luck by betting 
with his company.

“Apart from changing 
their lives, we feel proud to 

contribute 20 percent of 
the winning tax which 
goes directly to the gov-
ernment... we are good 
taxpayers of the govern-
ment and we contribute 
to development,” Mushi 
noted.

The M-Bet Tanzania 
official also wished Tan-
zania’s Simba SC good 
luck in the 2022/23 CAF 
Champions League duel 

against Uganda’s Vipers 
SC slated for today in 
Entebbe. The betting 
company is the Msim-
bazi Street outfit’s main 
sponsor.

Bakunda, also Young 
Africans SC follower, 
said that he did not be-
lieve he could win such 
a huge amount of cash 
prize by spending only 
1,000/-.

He said that he has 
been betting with M-Bet 
regularly as he has seen 
several people win a lot 
of money through the 
firm’s betting platform.

The other winner, Se-
gatwa, said that he did 
not give up on betting 
with M-Bet, adding that 
he believed one day he 
will win millions of shil-
lings.

Segatwa stated: “I am 
a farmer, I will use this 
money to develop ag-
riculture, improve the 
house, and educate my 
children.”

“When I received a 
call and was told that I 
am a winner, I was so ex-
cited and cheered hard 
because my dreams are 
now true,” the winner 
noted.



ford to begin Ten Hag’s time in 
charge are now a distant mem-
ory. Barcelona joined the list of 
big names beaten on home soil 
in recent months, joining Arse-
nal, Liverpool and Manchester 
City.

“You need a strategy to build 
it but also results to get that 
strong belief,” said Ten Hag on 
how he has lifted United out of 
the mire of a miserable 2021/22 
season when they finished sixth 
in the Premier League.

“That is another step because 
when you can beat Barcelona, 
your belief can be really strong 
because you are then able to 
beat anyone.”

Buoyed not only by results 
on the pitch, but the potential 
departure of unpopular owners 
the Glazer family, the United 
fanbase is jubilant.

“The fans have been with us 
in the toughest moments,” said 
United’s captain for the night 
Bruno Fernandes.

“This season we have been 
really good because they are al-
ways behind us but this is some-
thing different.

“You can feel between them 
and us there is something spe-
cial, Old Trafford was bouncing 
that is why we got the result.”

Despite the Europa League’s 
second tier status, this was 
almost certainly United’s fin-
est night in continental com-
petition since eliminating 
Paris Saint-Germain from the 
Champions League last 16 in a 
dramatic night at the Parc des 
Princes four years ago.

The wait for such a European 
night under the lights at Old 

Trafford goes even further back 
to when Barcelona were beaten 
in the semi-finals of the 2008 
Champions League.

“You can see what it means 
for the players. We haven’t seen 
that for such a long time,” said 
Paul Scholes, who scored the 
winner that night.

“To see the passion that these 
guys have for Manchester Unit-
ed is just fantastic, especially 
the reaction to the crowd.”

Ten Hag is hoping this is just 
the start on United’s road back 
to competing at the highest lev-
el in Europe.

“We have the potential to 
beat the big teams,” he added. 
“We have beaten City, Arsenal, 
Liverpool. If we show discipline 
and team spirit this team can do 
a lot.”

Meanwhile, THIS time it was 
supposed to be different, but 
Barcelona finished with the 
same sinking feeling at another 
of Europe’s hallowed grounds.

The Catalan giants were 
dumped out of continental 
competition again, this time by 
Manchester United at Old Traf-
ford on Thursday.

Xavi Hernandez’s side fell to 
a 2-1 defeat (4-3 on aggregate), 
in the Europa League play-off 
round, despite their heavy sum-
mer investment and strong do-
mestic form marking them out 
as one of the favourites to lift 
the trophy.

Barcelona won the Cham-
pions League in 2015 but the 
years since then have been 
deeply disappointing and, at 
times, humiliating, on the pitch 
and sometimes off it too.

Their defeat by Erik ten Hag’s 
side was more the former than 
the latter – reserved for Roma, 
Liverpool and Bayern Munich 
scale thrashings – but it still 
stings for a Barca team hoping 
for far more. After their early 
elimination from the Champi-
ons League, with Xavi blaming 
the strength of their group ri-
vals, injuries to key players and 
refereeing decisions that didn’t 
go their way, they had a second 
chance.

Winning the Spanish Super 
Cup in January whetted the ap-
petite for more silverware, and 
although the Europa League 
was not their dream competi-
tion, it was still a big objective.

Robert Lewandowski, the 
club’s marquee summer sign-
ing, sent Barcelona ahead with 
a penalty but Fred levelled at 
the start of the second half and 
substitute Antony netted the 
winner.

“It’s a knock-out tie, it’s Eu-
rope, they are decided by small 
details and in the end we didn’t 
control them,” Xavi told Movis-
tar.

“It’s a very big disappoint-
ment for us, and now we have 
to focus on the competitions 
that are left.”

Xavi might have complained 
about the bad luck of having Pe-
dri and Ousmane Dembele in-
jured and Gavi suspended, but 
he knew this time no excuses 
would be accepted.

Defender Jules Kounde 
agreed with his coach that the 
elimination was a disappoint-
ment –- rather than a failure.

“I think disappointment (is 

the word), because we had a 
lot of hope. I don’t think it’s a 
failure, because we competed,” 
said Kounde.

“They were two even games, 
we played against one of the 
strongest, in-form sides. I think 
it’s a young squad still, we’re 
still growing, I think we have 
improved. We will keep grow-
ing and improving.”

- ‘Much better’ -
Xavi has stated several times 

he needs to win trophies this 
season to stay in charge, af-
ter Barcelona bought Kounde, 
Raphinha and Lewandowski 
last summer, activating vari-
ous financial “levers” to get the 
deals through.

By selling off future television 
rights, president Joan Laporta 
and his board were gambling 
that success would be imme-
diate, to make the risk worth-
while.

Having conceded just seven 
goals in 22 La Liga games and 
opening up an eight-point lead 
on Madrid at the top of the ta-
ble, there is no doubt Barcelona 
have improved.

However, in European foot-
ball, their pain continues -- they 
have let in 16 goals in eight 
games, between the Champions 
League and Europa League.

“We have the feeling that we 
are much better than last sea-
son, it’s clear that we gave our 
best,” said Xavi.

“We played against Inter, Bay-
ern and Manchester United, big 
opponents. In the end we didn’t 
measure up to them.

“Next year we have to try it 
again, be more competitive and 
self-critical, which is important 
to show that we can compete in 
Europe too.”

To rub salt into the wounds 
an old enemy, former Real Ma-
drid defender Raphael Varane, 
was there to clear Lewandows-
ki’s shot off the line in stoppage 
time and ensure United’s vic-
tory.

Barcelona’s next big game is 
against their bitter rivals Ma-
drid in the Copa del Rey semi-
final first leg next Thursday, 
and once again they must pick 
themselves up off the canvas 
after another European knock-
out blow.       AFP
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Manchester United’s Antony scores their winning goal against Barcelona. (Agencies)

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

E
RIK ten Hag’s 
t r a n s f o r -
mation of 
M a n c h e s t e r 

United now has a Euro-
pean scalp to get excited 
about as Barcelona were 
vanquished on a night 
the Red Devils rolled 
back the years at Old 
Trafford.

Second half goals 
from Fred and Antony 
secured a memorable 
United win as the La Liga 
leaders were beaten 2-1 
on the night and 4-3 on 
aggregate.

The fact that United’s 
reward is merely a place 
in the last 16 of the Eu-
ropa League shows there 
remains a long way to go 
for the three-time Eu-
ropean champions to 
rediscover their past glo-
ries on the continental 
stage.

But momentum is 
building under the for-
mer Ajax boss with 
United still in the hunt 
for four trophies in Ten 
Hag’s first season in 
charge.

A six-year wait for sil-
verware could come to 
an end when United face 
Newcastle in the League 
Cup final on Sunday.

Without a league title 
in a decade, United are 
just five points adrift of 
Premier League leaders 
Arsenal and also into 
the FA Cup last 16, where 
they face West Ham at 
home.

For a long time since 
Alex Ferguson’s depar-
ture in 2013, Old Traf-
ford lost its aura as an 
intimidating destination 
for visiting sides.

But no one is looking 
forward to a trip to the 
Theatre of Dreams with 
United unbeaten in 18 
games in all competi-
tions at home.

- ‘Strong belief ’ -
Embarrassing defeats 

to Brighton and Brent-

 CHICAGO

A FEDERAL judge on Thursday rejected a 
call from prosecutors to keep  R. Kelly behind 
bars  until he is 100, instead telling the Grammy 
Award-winning R&B singer he would serve all but 
one of his 20 years on child sex convictions simul-
taneously with a previous sentence.

Handed down in a courtroom in Kelly’s home-
town of Chicago, the sentence means Kelly could 
make it out of prison alive, when he is about 80. 
Prosecutors had asked Judge Harry Leinenweber 
to sentence him to 25 years — and to not let him 
begin serving those until after he completed the 
first 30-year sentence, imposed on him last year 
in New York for federal racketeering and sex traf-
ficking convictions.

“The nature of this offense is … horrific,” Leinen-
weber said in explaining the 20-year sentence. He 
noted that Kelly’s sexual abuse victims would suf-
fer from his crimes for the rest of their lives.

At the same time, he accepted defense argu-
ments that Kelly might not even make it to 80, so 
handing him a consecutive lengthy sentence, rath-
er than allowing him to serve all but one year of it 
simultaneously, didn’t make much sense.

“He has a life expectancy of not a hell of a lot 
more,” the judge said. “He is 56 years of age.”

Kelly’s defense lawyer celebrated the ruling as 
a victory, and some of the singer’s fans could be 
heard cheering outside the courtroom.

Kelly remained still, his eyes downcast, as 
Leinenweber explained what was at times a hard-
to-follow sentence. He did seem to show some 
emotion when a representative read a statement 
written by “Jane,” one of his accusers and a key 
prosecution witness.

“I was brainwashed by Robert and a sex slave,” 
Jane’s statement said. “It almost killed me.”

Kelly did not make a statement in court prior to 
the sentencing decision, heeding the advice of his 
lawyer, Jennifer Bonjean, to stay quiet while they 
appeal both his Chicago and New York convic-
tions.

“It’s the right outcome,” Bonjean said of the sen-
tence after the hearing ended. “The judge was rea-
sonable. He, I think, took into account both sides 
and ultimately was fair.”

The U.S. Attorney in Chicago, John Lausch, con-
ceded that prosecutors were disappointed Kelly 
didn’t receive more consecutive prison time. But 
he added, “Twenty years is a significant sentence, 
and we are happy that that was imposed in this 
case.”

The judge said at the outset of Thursday’s hear-
ing that he did not accept the government’s con-
tention that Kelly used fear to woo underage girls 
for sex, a determination that was important in 
deciding whether to extend Kelly’s current term 
significantly.

“The (government’s) whole theory of grooming, 
was sort of the opposite of fear of bodily harm,” 
the judge told the court. “It was the fear of lost 
love, lost affections (from Kelly)’. … It just doesn’t 
seem to me that it rises to the fear of bodily harm.”

Two of Kelly’s accusers asked the judge Thurs-
day to punish him harshly.

“When your virginity is taken by a pedophile at 
14 … your life is never your own,” Jane’s statement 
read.

Another accuser, who used the pseudonym 
“Nia,” addressed Kelly directly in court. Speak-
ing forcefully as her voice quivered, Nia said Kelly 
would repeatedly point out her alleged faults 
while he abused her.

“Now you are here … because there is something 
wrong with you,” she said. “No longer will you be 
able to harm children.”

Jurors in Chicago  convicted Kelly last year  on 
six of 13 counts: three of producing child porn and 
three of enticement of minors for sex. Prosecutors 
did not get a conviction on the marquee charge: 
that Kelly and his then-business manager success-
fully rigged his state child pornography trial in 
2008.

Kelly rose from poverty in Chicago to become 
one of the world’s biggest R&B stars. Known for his 
smash hit “I Believe I Can Fly” and for sex-infused 
songs such as “Bump n’ Grind,” he sold millions of 
albums even after allegations about his abuse of 
girls began circulating publicly in the 1990s.

Prosecutors had previously described Kelly as 
“a serial sexual predator” who used his fame and 
wealth to reel in, sexually abuse and then discard 
star-struck fans.

At Thursday’s hearing, U.S. Assistant Attorney 
Jeannice Appenteng urged the judge to keep Kelly 
in prison “for the rest of his life.”

Kelly’s abuse of children was especially appall-
ing, she said, because he “memorialized” his abuse 
by filming victims, including Jane. Appenteng told 
the court Kelly “used Jane as a sex prop, a thing” 
for producing pornographic videos.

Bonjean has said repeatedly that the govern-
ment singled out her client because he is a su-
perstar and she previously accused prosecutors 
of offering an “embellished narrative” to get the 
judge to join what she called the government’s 
“bloodthirsty campaign to make Kelly a symbol of 
the #MeToo movement.”

She echoed that theme Thursday in calling the 
request for a 25-year consecutive sentence “over-
kill.”

AP 

Robert Kelly avoids 
lengthy add-on to 30-
year prison sentence

Beating Barcelona takes Man Utd’s Ten 
Hag transformation to another level

Goal-shy Chelsea eye Spurs win as Man City seek consistency
 LONDON

GRAHAM Potter takes 
struggling Chelsea to the 
happy hunting ground 
of Tottenham on Sunday 
desperate for a Premier 
League win as Manches-
ter City seek to turn 
domination into goals.

Leaders Arsenal face 
a tricky trip to Leices-
ter, while Liverpool are 
looking to bounce back 
from a 5-2 humbling at 
the hands of Real Madrid 
when they travel to Crys-
tal Palace.

Third-placed Man-
chester United are not 
in action as they face 
Newcastle United in Sun-
day’s League Cup final at 
Wembley.

AFP Sport looks at 
some of the key talk-
ing points ahead of the 
weekend’s action in the 
English top flight.

- Potter under pres-
sure -

Potter is under mount-
ing pressure to produce 
results with his expen-
sively assembled Chel-
sea squad but will take 
heart from the club’s im-
pressive record against 
London rivals Totten-
ham.

Chelsea are aiming to 
extend their unbeaten 
Premier League run 
against Spurs to nine 

games and for a fourth 
straight away win in 
league fixtures between 
the clubs.

Antonio Conte’s Spurs 
are fourth in the table, 11 
points clear of Chelsea, 
who have won just two 
of their past 14 matches 
in all competitions.

Despite their heavy 
outlay in January, the 
Blues look desperately 
short of firepower -- 
scoring only one goal in 
their past five matches.

Reports suggest the 
Stamford Bridge hierar-
chy are prepared to give 
former Brighton boss 
Potter time despite the 
miserable run and the 
manager himself called 
for patience towards his 
new signings after last 
week’s home defeat by 
bottom club Southamp-
ton.

But defeat at Totten-
ham would inevitably 
heap more pressure on 
the Englishman with sec-
tions of the Chelsea sup-
port already calling for 
him to be sacked.

- Inconsistent City -
City’s four Premier 

League titles in the past 
five seasons have been 
built on putting together 
a long streak of victo-
ries at some point of the 
campaign.

However, the defend-

ing champions are still 
waiting to hit top form 
this season.

Pep Guardiola’s men 
appeared to have turned 
the tide in the title race 
when they beat Arsenal 
at the Emirates earlier 
this month to move to 
the top of the table.

But they conceded 
a late goal last week to 
draw 1-1 against Notting-
ham Forest after domi-
nating the game, with 
Chris Wood punishing 
their profligacy.

It was a similar story 
at RB Leipzig in the 
Champions League in 
midweek as City failed 
to make a dominant first 
half count before the 

Germans hit back after 
the break to level the 
first leg of their last-16 
tie.

“It was a brilliant per-
formance, we played re-
ally good but we didn’t 
score,” said Guardiola 
after dropping points 
at Forest. “We have to 
score.”

Arsenal are two points 
ahead of City at the top 
of the table, but also 
have a game in hand.

The Gunners ended a 
four-game winless run 
by coming from behind 
to beat Aston Villa 4-2 
last weekend.

But Leicester’s 4-1 
thrashing of Tottenham 
in their last home game 

serves as a warning of 
the threat posed by the 
Foxes.

Relegation dog-fight
Just eight points sepa-

rate the bottom nine 
teams in the Premier 
League, setting up an in-
tense battle for survival.

Four of those sides 
play each other this 
weekend, including 
Leeds and Southamp-
ton, who occupy the bot-
tom two spots.

Leeds will be hoping 
for a bounce after nam-
ing former Watford boss 
Javi Gracia as their new 
manager.

Bournemouth, just 
outside the relegation 
places, face the daunt-

ing task of hosting City, 
while struggling West 
Ham host Nottingham 
Forest.

Sean Dyche is look-
ing for a third straight 
home win as Everton try 
to inch towards safety at 
home to Villa.

Fixtures
Today
Everton v Aston Villa, 

Leeds v Southampton, 
Leicester v Arsenal, 
West Ham v Nottingham 
Forest (all 1500), Bour-
nemouth v Manchester 
City (1730), Crystal Pal-
ace v Liverpool (1945)

Tomorrow
Tottenham v Chelsea 

(1330)
AFP



 

which has witnessed Simba 
SC again being insipid in 
the 1-1  draw with Azam FC 
on Tuesday.

The results have allowed 
the top-flight defending 
champions, Yanga, to 
extend their lead at the top 
of the table to eight points, 
with only seven games to 
go, having cruised to a 1-0 
victory over Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC on 
Wednesday.

With a home match 
against Vipers SC set to 
follow their trip to the 
Ugandan champions’ 
backyard, Simba SC still 

harbours slim hopes of 
reaching the knockout 
stages of this season’s CAF 
Champions League and can 
duly ill-afford anything but 
a win this weekend.

Anything other than a 
win for Simba SC, alias 
‘Msimbazi Reds’, will see 
them make an early exit 
and add more pressure 
onto the shoulders of the 
club’s head coach Robert 
Oliveira ‘Robertinho’.

The Brazilian coach 
is under no illusions 
regarding the propensity of 
the task at hand at St Mary’s 
Kitende Stadium.

Speaking ahead of 
the game that will be 
played under floodlights, 
Robertinho was happy to 
remind everyone about the 
return of Malian defensive 
midfielder, Sadio Kanoute, 
as a major boost to his 
squad.

Oliveira revealed: “We 
have had enough time 
to prepare for the game 
against Vipers SC. We know 
it will be a difficult game es-
pecially since we are going 
away but we are prepared 
for it. I am happy for the 
return of Sadio Kanoute 
who missed the last game 

Beating Barcelona 
takes Man Utd’s Ten Hag 
transformation to another 
level   page  19

Simba SC aims to keep 2022/23 CAF 
Champions League campaign 
hopes alive in Kampala today
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Limping Azam FC hosts deflated 
Kinondoni Municipal Council FC 

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

T
ANZANIA’s Simba 
SC will be aim-
ing to keep the 
club’s 2022/23 To-

talEnergies CAF Champions 
League hopes alive when it 
faces Uganda’s Vipers SC at 
St Mary’s Kitende Stadium in 
Kampala this evening, with 
kick-off having been sched-
uled for 7 pm.

The Tanzanian representa-
tives occupy the bottom spot 
in Group C of the premier 
continental competition after 
two rounds of fixtures, having 
yet to win a game.

Simba SC began with a 1-0 
loss away to Guinea’s Horoya 
Athletic Club before they suf-
fered a humiliating 3-0 home 
defeat at the hands of Moroc-
can giants, Raja Club Athletic, 
last weekend.

The 2022/23 CAF 
Champions League blues 
have spiraled into the 
2022/23 NBC Premier League 

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

A massive three points will be on the line when 
Coastal Union hosts fellow strugglers Tanzania Pris-
ons in a 2022/23 NBC Premier League clash at the Mk-
wakwani Stadium in Tanga this afternoon, with kick-
off slated for 4 pm.

With seven games of the season remaining, the 
battle to beat the dreaded drop is intensifying with 
five points separating the bottom five teams and both 
Coastal Union and Tanzania Prisons are among that 
pack of clubs.

Coastal Union and Tanzania Prisons currently occu-
py 13th and 14th places respectively, in the relegation/
promotion play-off positions, and are just a single 
point behind Kinondoni Municipal Council FC. 

Beneath them, there is a five-point gap down to the 
bottom two clubs, Polisi Tanzania and Ruvu Shooting.

Whatever happens this weekend, Polisi Tanzania 
and Ruvu Shooting will continue to occupy the auto-
matic relegation places.

This, however, could be a big opportunity for either 
Coastal Union or Tanzania Prisons, whoever emerges 
victorious in Tanga.

Coastal Union, the 1988 Premier League champions, 
appeared to have given themselves a real chance of 
pulling clear to safety when the club’s 1-0 win at home 
to Mbeya City FC ended its seven-match winless run 
last weekend.

The hosts will go into today’s encounter with the 
confidence of making the most of their home advan-
tage to secure their first back-to-back victories of the 
season.

In contrast, Tanzania Prisons are winless in their 
last five league encounters. After back-to-back wins 
against Mbeya City FC and Dodoma Jiji FC, the ward-
ers were on the end of heavy defeats to Simba SC and 
Azam FC.

A third consecutive loss came in a Premier League 
duel against Ihefu SC before a goalless draw with 
Mtibwa Sugar. 

Tanzania Prisons also have to take on relegation ri-
vals, Ruvu Shooting, defending champions Young Af-
ricans, alias Yanga, and travel to Namungo FC, Geita 
Gold FC, and Kagera Sugar between now and the end 
of the campaign.

Mohammed Abdallah Juma, Tanzania Prisons head 
coach, knows that maximum points in these games 
will be the key to his team staying in the top flight.

In head-to-head stats, Coastal Union and Tanzania 
Prisons have met in 17 Premier League matches.

Each team has won four games while nine have 
ended in a draw. Coastal Union, alias ‘Wagosi wa 
Kaya’, have won only two of their eight home matches 
against their Mbeya counterparts, suffering two de-
feats in the process.

When the teams met in Mbeya earlier this season, 
in November 2022, Coastal Union claimed a 2-0 away 
win thanks to goals scored by forwards Hamad Maji-
mengi and Maabad Maulid.

Coastal Union has not lost at home to Tanzania Pris-
ons since the second half of the 2014/15 season.

Coastal Union 
faces Prisons in  
relegation battle

Some Simba SC players participate in training at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam on 
February 16 to shape up for this season’s CAF Champions League Group Stage game against Morocco’s 
Raja Club Athletic which was played at the venue on February 18. Raja Club Athletic won 3-0. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

against Raja Casablanca due 
to serving a yellow card accu-
mulation ban.”

The Brazilian noted: 
“Kanoute is a good first-team 
player and we believe he will 
be a help to us in this game.”

Simba SC defender Joash 
Onyango said they anticipate 
a difficult game because both 
sides are based in East Africa 
and the fact that Robertinho 
spent one and half years at 
Vipers SC makes it a more 
challenging affair.

The defender noted: “It is 
going to be a difficult game 
because we are both based 
in East Africa, furthermore 
our coach was with Vipers 
SC. However, we are well 
prepared for the task ahead.” 

Simba SC full squad: 
Goalkeepers: Aishi 

Manula, Beno Kakolanya, and 
Ally Salim Juma

Defenders: Shomari Ka-
pombe, Israel Mwenda, 
Mohamed Hussein, Gadiel 
Michael, Kennedy Juma, Mo-
hamed Ouattara, Joash On-
yango, Henock Inonga Baka, 
and Erasto Nyoni

Midfielders: Sadio 
Kanoute, Mzamiru Yassin, Cl-
atous Chama, Ismael Sawado-
go, Said Ntibazonkiza, Denis 
Kibu, Pape Ousmane Sakho, 
and Peter Banda

Strikers: John Bocco, Jean 
Baleke, Moses Phiri, and 
Habibu Kyombo

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THE Azam Complex Stadium will 
see Azam FC and Kinondoni Munici-
pal Council FC do battle in 2022/23 
NBC Premier League this Saturday 
evening, in what will be one of the 
most interesting games in the latest 
round of league fixtures.

The Dar es Salaam clubs are sepa-
rated by 21 points in the 2022/23 
NBC Premier League table, with 
third-placed Azam FC leading 12th-
placed Kinondoni Municipal Coun-
cil FC.

Azam FC is currently off the back 
of a tough 1-1 draw with Simba SC in 
a tie that took place at the Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium on Tuesday.

The Chamazi-based Azam FC is 
currently on a three-match win-
less streak and heads into the game 
against Kinondoni Municipal Coun-
cil FC needing a swift response.

With fourth-placed Singida Big 
Stars playing later on Monday, this 
encounter is a magnificent oppor-
tunity for Azam FC to steer clear 
by three points and also reduce the 
gap with Simba SC, who will sub-
sequently have a game in hand, to 
seven points.

Azam FC’s assistant coach Aggrey 
Morris admitted they are out of the 
title race and are now focused on 
ensuring they finish in the top four 
and winning against Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council FC will go a long way 

in keeping off the chasing pack.
The gaffer noted: “In fact, if 

you look at our current posi-

tion, it is difficult for Azam FC 
to become champions. What 
we are looking at is making 

Kinondoni Municipal Council FC midfielder, Emmanuel Mvuyekure (L), 
challenges his Azam FC counterpart, Sospeter Bajana when the clubs faced 
each other in the previous season’s NBC Premier League clash held at Azam 
Complex Stadium in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC

sure we finish in the top 
four... we recognize that 
and our focus is on fin-
ishing in the top four.”

On the other side, 
Kinondoni Municipal 
Council FC comes into 
this clash having suf-
fered a narrow 1-0 defeat 
to defending champions 
Young Africans SC, alias 
Yanga, to stretch the for-
mer’s winless run to six 
league games having suf-
fered five losses in the 
run. 

Thierry Hitimana-
coached Kinondoni Mu-
nicipal Council FC had 
suffered back-to-back 
defeats to Namungo FC 
(3-1) and Ruvu Shooting 
(2-1) in the 2022/23 NBC 
Premier League before 
that, leaving the club 
just one point clear of 
the relegation zone, as it 
occupies 12th place.

Ahmed Ally, Kinon-
doni Municipal Council 
FC’s assistant coach, said 
they have had only two 
days of preparation for 
this game and the tech-
nical bench will look to 
seek a balance between 
players who are recov-

ering from the game 
against Yanga and those 
who are fresh to get a 
positive result.

In head-to-head stats, 
Azam FC and Kinon-
doni Municipal Coun-
cil FC have met in nine 
league matches since the 
2018/19 season.

The ice cream makers 
have claimed four wins 
compared to Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC’s 
three, while two games 
have been drawn.

Kinondoni Munici-
pal Council FC is yet to 
win away in the rivalry, 
though, suffering four 
defeats from their five 
matches as visitors.

When the teams met 
earlier this season, at 
Uhuru Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam in October last 
year, Kinondoni Munici-
pal Council FC claimed 
a 2-1 home win thanks to 
goals netted by George 
Makang’a and Steven 
Nzigamasabo. 

It was a third succes-
sive home win in the 
rivalry for the Kinon-
doni Municipal Council-
owned outfit.

Coastal Union’s assistant coach, Fikirini Elias. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF COASTAL UNION
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