
 By Correspondent James Kan-

doya

TRADE volumes between 
Tanzania and China stand at 
$8.31bn annually, more than 
tripling commercial flows be-

tween the two countries a dec-
ade ago.

Chen Mingjian, the resident 
Chinese ambassador, made this 
observation yesterday in Dar 
es Salaam at a two-day sympo-
sium to mark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Belt and Road Ini-

tiative (BRI), the brainchild of 
President Xi Jinping who took 
office in March 2013.

Held  under the theme “Chi-
na Africa Vision: Towards a 
Sustainable Future,” the sym-
posium was organised by the 
Chinese embassy, the Mwalimu 

Nyerere Foundation (MNF) and 
the China Global Television 
Network (CGTN).

China remained the largest 
source of investment in Tanza-
nia by late 2022 statistics with

 By Henry Mwangonde 

THE Tanzania Electric 
Supply Co. (TANESCO) has 
increased staff numbers at 
the Julius Nyerere Hydro-
Power project (JNHPP) as 
it prepares for material 
assembling ready for power 

generation rumbling off by 
next June.
Maharage Chande, the 
managing director, yesterday 
led a top management group 
in touring the site to inspect 
progress, carrying out a 
scenario analysis on the 
recent weather forecast by 

the Tanzania Meteorological 
Authority (TMA).
It shows that the wide parts 
of the country will receive 
above normal rains from late 
next month, where the CEO 
observed that by the end of 
this month the project will 
be 91-percent complete.

He told journalists at the site 
that manpower will be added 
in groups as the handing 
over process proceeds, with 
20 employees placed on 
the site, reaching 92 as the 
project reaches final touches. 
That is 10-percent of total 
work from this moment, he 

stated.
“The remaining task here is 
to assemble equipment and 
finish off connecting the 
machinery,” he said, noting 
that at present there is a
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 By Beatrice Philemon

Tea farmers will start to pro-
cess their produces through 
their cooperatives, thanks to 
the new programme planned 
by the Tanzania Tea Board 
(TTB).

Nganga Mkonya, TTB 
economist said this recently 
at the just ended Afro World 
Afri Food 2023 International 
conference, exhibition and 
awards took place at the Dia-
mond Jubilee which was at-
tended by local and foreign 
participants.

“To start with, smallholder 
tea grower in Sakale village,  
Koregwe district, Tanga Re-
gion have already installed 
small scale processing factory 
with the capacity to produce 
15.6 metric tons of tea leaves 
per annum with the support 
from Care International and 
TBT as pilot project,” he said.

The main goal is to promote 
value addition to tea leaves at 
high quality in order to meet 
both local and international 
markets standards.

TBT is  also sensitizing co-

operative societies across the 
country)  to establish invest-
ment fund  through Tanzania 
Smallholder Tea  Growers Co-
operative Union (TASTGCU)  
that will  assist  them to build  
20 small scale tea processing 
factories in 14 district councils 
where the crop is cultivated .

He said the government has 
also planned to purchase and 
install of small scale machines 
for processing specialty tea in 
14 districts.

Elaborating on the major 
efforts that are undertaken 
by the board  to promote the 
tea production, he said TBT 
is sensitizing smallholder tea 
growers in all growing areas  
to set up irrigation farming 
system in their farms to en-
able  them operate their farm-
ing activities more effectively  
during the draught season in 
order to cope with the climate 
change.

Also the government has 
plans for constructing of irri-
gation channels in tea farms 
as a way of sufficing the raw 
material (green leaf tea) re-

quirements, especially during 
the draught season ( June to 
October).

In a bid to help farmers re-
duce transport cost, the gov-
ernment has been able to es-
tablish Dar es Salaam Online 
Tea Auction to address the 
high transportation costs to 
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BUSINESS ‘Business leaders have pledged to 
accelerate digital transformation’

 By Henry Mwangonde 

BUSINESS leaders 
have pledged to 
increase innova-
tive and collabo-

rative efforts geared towards 
accelerating digital transfor-
mation in the country.   

Their commitment is in 
line with addressing regula-
tory frameworks, data sov-
ereignty, and mind-set, the 
factors that they identified 
as impediments to faster 
digital integration.  

They made the commit-
ment during a recent dia-
logue session facilitated by 
the CEO Roundtable of Tan-
zania (CEOrt). 

The discussions focused 
on ‘Digital Transformation 
through Innovation and Col-
laboration’, engaging stake-
holders from the Public and 
Private Sectors.

The pace of digital trans-
formation across the world 
has accelerated, and a new 
era of opportunities and 
challenges has emerged af-
ter disruptions in the global 
market shaped how coun-
tries reimagine possibilities.

Minister for Information, 
Communication, and Infor-
mation Technology, Nape 
Nnauye, emphasized the 
government’s commitment 
to fostering an environment 
where innovation thrives 
and collaboration with the 
business community is en-
hanced in order to support 
socio-economic develop-
ment.

 “Technology is just a tool; 
the real power lies in how 
we wield it, and it is in this 
wielding that the principles 
of innovation and collabora-
tion take centre stage,” said 
Nnauye.

Tanzania has certainly 
come a long way in the use 
of technology, as indicated 
in the GovTech Maturity 
Index (GTMI) 2022 report 
which placed the country 
at 26th position in the globe 
with effective use of Infor-
mation and Communication 
Technology (ICT) in deliver-
ing public services (up from 
the 90th position in 2021).

In the realm of digital ad-
vancement, where the gov-
ernment has a key facilitator 
role to play and the Private 
Sector is instrumental in 
innovating and executing 
transformative initiatives, 
the importance of smart 
Public Private Partnerships 
cannot be overstated.

Tanzania’s digital land-

 By Guardian Reporter

The government has said is cur-
rently working to solve the taxation 
challenge facing hospitals and compa-
nies when they are importing medical 
equipment and human drugs.

Dr. Godwin Mollel, deputy Minister 
of health said in Dar es Salaam yester-
day while opening the second inter-
national exhibition of medicine and 
laboratories that involved more than 
100 companies from inside and out-
side the country that the government 
has started taking actions including 
meeting relevant authorities.

“I have heard your concerns that 
you are being highly taxed when you 
import medical devices and medi-
cines. Sometimes you argue with the 
relevant authorities (TRA) about those 
devices that some are not medical de-
vices, which causes tax to be levied at 
the port of entry,” said Dr. Mollel.

Dr. Mollel said the government rec-
ognizes the importance of companies 
that produce and sell medical devices 
and medicines in the country, which 
are important in economic develop-
ment and welfare of the people, so it 
will work together in helping them.

He said that in order to ensure that 
there is equality, justice and to elimi-
nate grievances in the health sector, 
he will hold a meeting with the lead-
ers of the Medical Store Department 
(MSD), Ministry of Finance and Min-

istry of Health to resolve all existing 
problems.

Dr. Mollel said: “The government is 
aware of the challenges they face. So 
we will go to solve them because you 
contribute a lot to the improve health 
facilities in this country”.

The Deputy Ambassador of India in 
the country, Manoj Vernan said that 
the exhibition is a continuation of the 
cooperation between Tanzania and 
India that has lasted for more than 50 
years.

He said medical devices and medi-
cines produced by companies from 
India are for the benefit of the people 
of Tanzania in helping the delivery of 
health services.

“Indian hospitals have a relationship 
with Tanzanian hospitals in providing 
treatment and training. This partner-
ship was established by the founders 
of these countries,” said Vernan.

President of the Tanzania Pharma-
cists Association (TPS), Fadhil Heze-
kiah said the aim of the exhibition is to 
attract investors to build pharmaceuti-
cal factories in the country.

He said drug importers in the coun-
try are facing various problems, in-
cluding taxation of equipment, medi-
cal equipment and drugs produced in 
the country as more expensive than 
those from abroad, as well as the ab-
sence of indicative prices for medical 
equipment and drugs.

Government works on 
medical equipment, 
drugs imports taxes

scape is being molded by 
various elements, includ-
ing the broadening of net-
work coverage, introduc-
tion of high-speed internet 
services, and increasing in-
tegration of mobile money 
technologies.

Vodacom Tanzania is 
demonstrating a strong 
commitment to bolstering 
technological investments 
within the country.

This could be attested to 
initiatives such as a digital 
accelerator program tai-
lored to support tech start-
ups, Vodacom is resolute 
in its mission to leverage 
technology to transform 
lives.

 “The journey to digital 
transformation cannot 
be walked alone. Public-
private partnerships are 
pivotal. These collabora-
tions can bridge the digital 
divide and enhance deliv-
ery,” said Vodacom Tan-
zania Managing Director 
Philip Besiimire. 

In Africa, a continent 
often underestimated, a 
striking testament to its 
digital potential is its mo-
bile usage, 72 percent of 
its vibrant population uses 
mobile phones regularly.

On the other hand, MIC 
Tanzania Ltd (Tigo) re-
mains actively engaged in 
conducting diverse cam-
paigns aimed at fostering 
a digital culture among its 
customer base.

The canvas on which 

Tanzania’s digital future 
is being painted may only 
have initial sketches for 
now, but industry captains 
in multiple sectors are in-
spired to contribute to its 
evolving composition.

The world today finds 
itself on the verge of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion (4IR), where technolo-
gy has a significant impact 
on every aspect of life.  

This extends beyond 
business operations, 
fundamentally altering 
societal dynamics and re-
shaping the contours of 
national economies.

In Africa, digitisation is 
making a notable impact, 
particularly through the 
avenue of mobile technol-
ogy, by driving significant 
strides in financial inclu-
sion.

While financial institu-
tions have traditionally 
taken established prod-
ucts and translated them 
into digital offerings, 
there is ample room for 
improvement across the 
board.

Financial institutions 
are in a strong position to 
analyse customer behav-
ior and understand un-
derlying needs to enhance 
digital services.

A good example is Aza-
nia Bank Ltd’s strategic 
partnerships, which aim 
to elevate digital financial 
services, ultimately bridg-
ing gaps and providing ef-

ficient banking solutions 
to the financially under-
served demographic.

 Similarly, Stanbic Bank 
Tanzania, has acknowl-
edged the role of digital 
services as a catalyst for its 
business operations, pro-
gressively evolving into an 
entity that harnesses digi-
tal resources to enhance 
cost management prac-
tices.

The bank’s Head of Cor-
porate and investment 
banking, Manzi Rwegasira, 
said client needs and ex-
pectations are constantly 
changing.

“Clients are looking for 
individualized service and 
solutions. In order to re-
main relevant to custom-
ers, digital transformation 
is inevitable,” he said.

“At Stanbic Bank, we are 
collaborating with various 
partners to ensure that our 
products and services are 
innovative and relevant so 
as to cater to the changing 
needs of our customers.”

Edwin Bruno - CEO  at 
Smart Africa Group (SAG) 
, advocated for starting 
with a shared vision of 
collaboration and clearly 
delineating how each 
partner could  contribute 
value to the partnership.

Bruno said strategic 
partnerships with mobile 
networks and financial in-
stitutions facilitate seam-
less digital payments, em-
powering each participant 

Tea farmers to start processing their leaves through cooperatives
Dr. Godwin Mollel, deputy Minister of health

Minister for Information, Communication, and Information Technology, Nape Nnauye

to assume an important 
role in materialising the 
collective vision.

As part of the evening’s 
discussions, business lead-
ers agreed that Tanzania’s 
journey toward digital 
transformation through 
collaboration is undeni-
ably promising.

However, they said 
there’s a prevailing con-
sensus that their current 
progress still falls short of 
where they want to be.

Recognizing the gap in 
terms of appreciation for 
technological innovations, 
Harish Bhatt - Managing 
Director of Soft-Tech Con-
sultants Ltd, called out for 
the limited usage of data 
analytics by the private 
sector.  

 Bhatt stressed the latent 
potential for leveraging 
data analytics by catego-
rising data based on be-
havioural patterns instead 
of demographic factors.

This strategic approach, 
he emphasized, holds the 
capability to predict con-
sumer needs and generate 
invaluable insights.

“Embracing technology 
and digital transformation 
is not just about adopting 
new tools—it’s about forg-
ing the future of business.

 “At Soft-Tech Consult-
ants, we believe in not 
only navigating the digital 
landscape but mastering 
it, but ensuring that every 
leap forward becomes a 
strategic advantage for our 
partners.”

This assumption hinges 
on the premise that end 
users will furnish accurate 
data for effective utilisa-
tion, requiring a founda-
tional level of trust.

 Zuweina Farah, exter-
nal affairs and Vodacom 
Foundation director, iden-
tified factors like regula-
tory frameworks, data sov-
ereignty, and mindset as 
elements impeding faster 
digital integration.   

She recommended in-
tegrating design-thinking 
skills into the education 
system to ensure that 
startup innovations align 
with societal needs, ensur-
ing their sustainability.

George Mulamula, CEO 
of Technovate under-
scored the necessity for a 
shift in mindset away from 
replicating existing norms 
and towards innovating 
solutions that hold perti-
nent market value.

the most important cash crops that 
help Tanzania to obtain foreign 
currency and 80 percent of tea 
produced in Tanzania is exported 
in overseas because of its unique-
ness.

He called on investors from USA, 
Africa, Europe and Asia continents 
to come in Tanzania to invest in tea 
farming and processing.

Highlighting on tea trade, he said 
in 2021, a total of 26, 550,260 Kg of 
tea that is equal to 13 percent were 
exported and sold within the coun-
try.

Among those, a total of 3,393,176 
Kg of tea were sold within the 
country, 8, 585.570 Kg were export-
ed through Mombasa   Tea Auction 
while the remained 14,571,514 Kg of 
tea were exported direct in other 
countries.

Also in 2020, a total of 26, 
730,090 Kg of tea that is equivalent 
to 17 percent were also exported 
and sold within the country.

Among those,  4, 607, 592 kg of tea 
were sold in Tanzania, 8,627,096 kg  
of tea  exported  through Mombasa 
Auction and 13,495.402 Kg of tea  
were exported directly  in other 
countries.

Mombasa Tea Auction.
The online auction will be 

located at Mivinjeni area in 
Temeke Municipal Council 
and will be supervised by Dar 
es Salaam Based Company- 
Bravo Group Ltd.

Tanzania has big potential 
to penetrate in international 

market because of the agro-
ecological zone it has – that is 
equatorial regional to lead in 
this market.

Currently Tanzania has 
30,000 smallholder tea grow-
ers who mostly depend on 
tea farming as the source of 
income, employment and 

household earnings.
Among those 80 percent 

are in Southern Highlands in 
Njombe, Iringa, Mbeya and 
the remained farmers are in 
Nothern Highland –Tanga 
Region, Kagera and Mara Re-
gions.

In Tanzania, tea is one of 
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TANESCO hires staff as JNHPP nears completion

n Executive   
 secretary   
says 90,000   
study places   
 available

TURN TO Page2

We have three groups of 
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PAPU headquarters in Arusha city. File photo
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 By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, 
Arusha

AT least five Heads of State and 
score of top officials from 26 African 
countries are expected to join Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan at the  in-
auguration of  the Pan-African Postal 
Union complex here on September 
2.

Selestine Kakele, the Information 
Communication and Information  
Technology ministry deputy per-
manent secretary, told journalists 
yesterday that the 18-storey building 
took up 33bn/- to construct.

It will serve as the headquarters of 
the continental posts and commu-
nications body as well as a business 
complex.

Inaugurating the new building 
will cap off the 41st administrative 
council meetings for PAPU, which 
changes the city skyline at its tallest 
edifice yet.

The building peaks at 18 floors 
high in addition to basement park-
ing floor, entry-level ground floor, 
aside from an additional rear wing.

Standing at the Philips junction of 
Sekei Ward, formerly a radio assem-
bly factory along the Moshi-Arusha 
highway, it is adjacent to the Simeon 
Road, next to Mount Meru Hotel, an-
other imposing city feature.

Sirili Akko, the Tanzania Associa-
tion of Tour Operators (TATO) chief 
executive officer, cited the building 
inauguration as a major event in im-
proving the city façade and boosting 
opportunities for conference tour-
ism.

Investors will also take into con-
sideration the cost of renting floor 
space, to ensure that potential ten-
ants are attracted, he said.

The PAPU complex is a joint ven-
ture with the Tanzania Communica-
tions Regulatory Authority (TCRA), 
where the Pan African body footed 
60 percent of the costs.

Samia to 
inaugurate
new PAPU 
head office 
buildings

This is a view of a section of the modern complex mainly meant to serve as the new commuter bus stand at Mwenge in Dar es 
Salaam’s Kinondoni municipality, as captured on Thursday night.  It is understood that structure will also stand as a business hub. 
Authoritative sources said its construction is nearing completion, but they would not be drawn into saying precisely when it would 
become operational. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala  

 By Getrude Mbago

THE Tanzania Commission for Universities 
(TCU) has opened the second round of 
applications for first-degree programmes 

for the 2023/24 academic year, with 116,133 candi-
dates having applied during the first window.

Prof Charles Kihampa, the TCU executive secre-
tary, made his observation in remarks to journal-
ists in Dar es Salaam yesterday, urging those who 
missed in the first phase to send their applica-
tions to the respective universities.

There are over 90,000 more opportunities to 
be filled by eligible candidates, he said, noting 
that the second window commences August 25, 
to close on September 6.

First round applicants had a total of 86,624 can-
didates confirmed and enrolled in respective uni-
versities, he said, citing an increase of applicants 
in the first window to 116,133 overall, from 106,295 
applicants a year earlier.

In total, 186,289 study opportunities are avail-
able this year, “so all eligible applicants are invited 
to utilize the second window to send their appli-
cations,” he said.

There is also an increase in university pro-
grammes from 757 last year to 809 programmes 
for the 2023/24 academic year, he said, noting 
that this change was being stirred by technology 
shifts and job market needs.

He demanded those who sent applicants and 
obtained admission confirm with one university 
before September 7, as a total of 43,213 candidates 
are cited for admission in more than one univer-
sity.

Concerned applicants and the general public 
need to avoid being misled by presumed middle-
men claiming to provide services on how to join 
higher education institutions, he cautioned.

“We have three groups of people who are eligi-
ble to apply for higher studies, namely form six 
leavers, ordinary diploma and those with founda-
tion courses from the Open University of Tanza-
nia (OUT). All information on how to apply and 
minimum requirements are found in the TCU 
website and respective varsities,” he specified

The various universities need to declare open 
their programmes that still have chances for 
students to apply, placing help desks to provide 
needed assistance to students seeking to process 
their applications, he added.

TURN TO Page2
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power supply deficit 
of 100 MW which 
will be curbed 
when JNHPP starts 
generation.
Electricity needs 
have increased to 
1,482.7megawatts 
from 1,354.5MW 
by the end of 
last year, he said, 
elaborating that the 
Kinyerezi I project 
to generate 185MW 
was “swallowed“ by 
the rise in electricity 
demand, owing to 
a sharp increase in 
economic activities.
The inspection and 
evaluation tour 
has shown that 
everything was 
intact and evidently 
the project will 
be completed as 
scheduled, he said, 
affirming that the 
management was 
similarly evaluating 
projected above 
normal end of 
year rains to 
accommodate any 
such prospects to the 
JNHPP construction 
schedules.
Finance director 
Renatha Ndege 
stated that the 
management’s wish 
to view progress 
at close range 
was informed by 
the desire to see 
the project being 
completed on time, 
sorting out energy 
supply bottlenecks 
quickly.
The completion of 
the project will be 
a game changer to 
the energy sector 
as it will stimulate 
economic activities 
in improving 
the feasibility of 
manufacturing 
projects, he said.
Last December 22, 
President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan 
graced an occasion 
to start filling the 
dam as contractors 
completed building in 
the water diversion 
channel. The dam 
has the capacity for 
33.2bn cubic meters 
of water, officials 
said. 
With its June 

2024 completion 
schedule, JNHPP 
will tremendously 
improve the 
country’s energy 
mix, as hydropower 
sourcing lessens 
overall energy costs 
in the country. 
Project works took 
off in December 
2018 as part of 
the fifth phase 
government put 
aside the concerns 
of a wide ranging 
conservationist 
lobby to bring to 
realisation a decade’s 
old dream of a major 
power station at 
the Stiegler’s Gorge, 
standing at 100m 
depth.
An online entry on 
the site says it was 
named after a Swiss 
explorer who was 
killed here by an 
elephant in 1907, and 
during the decades 
after independence 
it was part of the 
Selous Game Reserve 
named after a British 
explorer.
Since the start of 
the power project, 
the zone with the 
project was hived off 
to become the Julius 
Nyerere National 
Park, ranking with 
the Serengeti and 
Ruaha national park 
as among the richest 
concentration of 
wildlife in Africa.
Tanzania needs a 
sustained increase in 
power generation as 
the country inches 
towards an industrial 
economy, while 
seeking to diminish 
unit costs of energy 
that for a decade 
have been weighed 
upon by considerable 
reliance on natural 
gas.
Renewable sources 
of energy are picking 
up but require higher 
starting costs per 
unit of generation, 
while hydropower 
generation is a relief 
at about 36/- per 
unit, much lower than 
103/- and 112/- for 
wind and geothermal 
generation costs, 
respectively.

TANESCO hires staff as 
JNHPP nears completion

Opposition Chadema national Vice Chairman (Mainland) Tundu Lissu addresses a rally in Shinyanga municipality yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu 

the volume of direct investment up by 
2.5 times that of a decade ago, she said.

Over the past decade, BRI has built a 
new bridge for China-Tanzania friend-
ship and the strategic docking between 
the two sides has been deeper, he stated, 
pointing out that over the past ten years, 
Tanzanian exports to China were chiefly 
agro-products like coffee, avocados and 
soybeans.

So far China has provided Tanzania 
with more than 2,000 scholarships and 
thousands of vocational and technical 
training places, she stated, emphasising 
that cooperation between  China and 

Tanzania  in education, culture, health 
and tourism has flourished.

The people of the two countries have 
been getting to know each other deeply, 
she said, pointing at a series of strategic 
projects having laid a solid foundation 
for Tanzania’s economic and social de-
velopment and regional interconnec-
tion.

“I have witnessed the flourishing co-
operation between China and Tanzania 
under BRI. Tanzanian enterprise repre-
sentatives told me that the Belt and Road 
cooperation has brought many business 
opportunities,” Cheng affirmed.

Mussa Zungu, the National Assembly 

deputy speaker, said that BRI represents 
an opportunity for the East African Com-
munity partner states to access financing 
and material support for infrastructure 
projects.

Key areas covered by the BRI is infra-
structure connectivity, with BRI particu-
larly attractive as a catalyst for EAC eco-
nomic integration, he said, noting that 
the EAC partner states are in a better po-
sition to take up investment  opportuni-
ties tied with this initiative.

Deng Li,  Foreign Affairs vive minis-
ter, said China will join hands with all 
other countries, including Tanzania to 
promote high-quality Belt and Road co-

operation in a programmatic way, while 
creating more benefits for people in all 
participating countries.

Joseph Butiku, the MNF board chair-
man,  said that the symposium was 
meant to review the progress achieved 
by China and EAC states within the 
BRI context, to identify major challeng-
es arising in that process.

Symposium participants were govern-
ment institutions and political parties, 
national and regional legislative bodies, 
members of the diplomatic corps, lead-
ers of various denominations, faculty 
members and students.

Trade volume tops BRI decade city symposium
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Julius Nyerere Hydro-Power Project coordinator John Skauki (gesturing) explains a point to members of the Tanzania Electric Supply Company (Tanesco) management 
team, Aboubakar Issa (R) and Decklan Mhaiki, who made an inspection tour of the mega-project in Rufiji District yesterday. Photo: Correspondent 

Samia to inaugurate
postal union building

Observers say the 
building has vastly 
changed Arusha 
city’s skyline, after 
declining property 
development for the 
past half-decade, 
far eclipsing the 
Ngorongoro Tourism 
Centre building, the 
Mafao House of 
the National Social 
Security Fund (NSSF) 
near the old clock 
tower and Naura 
Springs Hotel, all 
designed more than a 
decade ago.
Beijing Engineering 
and Construction Ltd 
undertook the works, 
fielding a number 
of sub-contractors, 
with the postal body 
making good use 
of its official head 
offices since 1980, as 

a specialized agency 
of the Organisation of 
African Union (OAU).
PAPU emerged from 
a continental postal 
conference held here 
at that time, one 
of several regional 
and international 
organizations 
headquartered in the 
northern tourist city 
that easily connects 
with other East 
African capitals.
Other international 
entities with offices 
here include the 
former UN criminal 
tribunal for Rwanda 
now having a 
residual mechanism, 
the African Court for 
Human and Peoples’ 
Rights, plus the East 
African Community 
(EAC) and its 
affiliated institutions.
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 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE National Service has opened win-
dow for the local youth to apply for this 
year’s volunteers programme, outlining 
six key professional sectors to be priori-
tised when selecting applicants.

Brigadier General Hassan Mabena, 
NS head of administration who doubles 
as the service chairperson of strategic 
committee on agriculture, livestock and 
fisheries development, yesterday un-
veiled the sector as fisheries, irrigation, 
psychology, wildlife, livestock and civil 
engineering. 

He said that the selected sectors are 
reflecting the economic areas which the 
government is currently working to im-
prove with an eye to help heighten the 

country’s economic performance.
“We have become interested to give 

special priorities to the youth who holds 
vibrant background in the sectors in or-
der to further mould them for sake of the 
national future development,” he added.

Giving a special press conference over 
the development at the National Service 
Headquarters based in Chamwino Dis-
trict,  Brigadier General Hassan Mabena 
informed that an intensive interview for 
affiliating with the key posts have been 
slated for Monday (Aug 28), where the 
prospective qualified applicants will 
have to report to their relevant camps 
from 26th to 29th of September, this year.

“I want to remind the youth and the 
general public that this is just a volun-
teering program, through which we’re 

imparting the involved youth with the 
vital life studies, as well as other neces-
sary skills in pertaining to diverse socio-
economic sectors,” he expressed.

Furthermore, he communicated that 
the insight vision behind the program 
was not to offer any employment, but 
to capacitate the youth with practical- 
based skills to help them stand a chance 
to employ themselves,” Brigadier Gen-
eral Hassan Mabena insisted.

He urged the youth to turn out in mul-
titude and apply for the prestigious op-
portunity which focuses to turn them 
becoming more patriotic, saying the ap-
plication process is being coordinated by 
the officer of the Regional Commission-
ers (RCs).

As per this year’s setup, the annual pro-

gramme            will in this year welcome 
applicants from different education lev-
els, ranging from primary education to 
high learning.

For the form four youth applicant, he 
detailed that they must not exceeding 
20 years and must be those graduated 
between 2020, 2021 and 2022 academic 
years.

“The form six applicants,  he ex-
pressed,  they must not exceeding 22 
years of age, graduated from the same 
academic years ( from 2020 to 2022),” he 
added.

The envisaged programme will is open 
for both, the youth from Mainland and 
Isle, and the prospective applicants must 
possess the valid relevant certificates.

 JKT volunteers programme to attract professional youth
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DAWASA CEO calls for speedy implementation of sanitation project    

Winnie Mlay (4th-L), founder and coordinator of Dar es Salaam’s Peninsula English Medium School, is joined by the chairperson of the school’s committee, Sally 
Dawit (to her right), and pupil Suzana Badi on Thursday in cutting a cake at the school’s 19th Standard Seven ‘graduation’. Photo: John Badi

ttCl pledges to transform country
into cashless economy in four years

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

KiUla Kingu, the  acting chief execu-
tive officer of the Dar es salaam water and 
sanitation authority (Dawasa), has directed 
supervisors of the sinza-Kijitonyama sanita-
tion project to increase pace and complete 
the work before the end of next month.

Kingu made the directive yesterday after 
inspecting progress of the project which will 
cost  a total of 1.4bn/- after its completion.

He said the implementation of the project 
which has now reached 18 percent, will be of 
great benefit to the people in areas.

“this is a strategic project which aims to 
help the businesspeople who have rented 

also in the Public service social security 
Fund (PsssF) Commercial Complex along 
sam nujoma Road and residents of sinza 
and Kijitonyama areas to which have high 
water table, causing frequent environmental 
pollution,” said Kingu.

Director of Dawasa sanitation Depart-
ment, engineer lydia ndibalema who also 

manages the project assured the director 
that they will work hard to ensure that the 
work is completed on time. “this project will 
be completed within agreed time, we have 
organized ourselves as a department and 
the Chief executive officer has added tools 
so that the work goes faster and from tomor-
row changes will be seen,” she assured.

she said the project costs 1.4bn/- and will 
benefit more than 1,000 customers and thus 
end the environmental pollution challenge 
which has affected the sinza and Kijitony-
ama for years.

the PsssF sinza-Kijitonyama sanitation 
Project will benefit areas of sinza B, sinza C, 
Mabatini and Kijitonyama.

By Guardian Reporter

tHe tanzania telecommunications Corporation 
(ttCl)  has talked the plans set to transform the country 
into a cashless economy by 2027.

Peter Ulanga, the director general unveiled   the plans on 
thursday in Dar es salaam when addressing  the media  l on 
the corporation performance for the last two years.

Ulanga said that ttCl has been positioned to transform 
the sector and make tanzania one of the best countries in 
sub-saharan africa in enjoying the digital economy.

“we’re are working in line with our four-year strate-
gy—2022/2023 to 2026/2027 that among other issues is to 
improve data infrastructure that will make ttCl meet its de-
sired target and takes tanzanians to the cashless economy,” 
Ulanga said, noting that the corporation envisages to export 
connectivity to the neighboring landlocked countries.

He also said that the corporation is set to accelerate the 
digital economy through quality supply of communication 
services including internet data.

according to him, ttCl targets to supply a national fibre 
optic cable network (national iCt Broadband Backbone 
(niCtBB) at the door step of about one million households 
by 2027 and ensure that all 139 districts are connected with 
5 generation (5G).

according to eng. Ulanga, the corporation can make tan-
zania a leading country in the east african region and the 
southern african Development Community (saDC) due to 
the presence of an excellent communication infrastructure 
capable of achieving digital economic growth.

“we’re doing well in the digital economy and we’ll contin-
ue to do better and makes our people go in the same pace of 
the current digital world,” he said, adding when the country 
connects with other countries digitally, it will be able to help 
increase the income of foreign currency and the economy 
will continue to grow.

“we will sell innovation, and technology abroad through 
ttCl while tanzanians will see how the organization is 
growing and capable of making tanzania a leading country 
not only technologically but economically in our region, in 
terms of security and culture when it sells digital,” he said. 

HIRING: HEAD OF RETAIL AND DIGITAL BANKING – 
I&M BANK TANZANIA LTD

 
Job Summary/Overview:
The Head of Retail and Digital Banking will be a vital member of our Executive Committee (EXCO) and will 
report directly to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). This senior leadership position encompasses 
strategic oversight of multiple business functions as below:
 

1. Branch Distribution overseeing the branches, agency business, workplace banking, and sales.
2. Digital lending business through strategic partnering with MNOs/Fintech etc
3. Select Banking proposition for affluent/high net-worth customers.
4. Customer Segment unit overseeing SME/ other Retail Lending products, Marketing, Customer 

Service & Communications
5. Liabilities & Other Digital Channels business, and
6. Bancassurance & Custodial Services businesses.

 
Also, the role holds the responsibility for formulating and implementing strategies to drive revenue 
growth, enhance customer engagement, and lead the bank's retail & digital banking initiatives.

 Qualifications:
• Bachelor’s degree in commerce/Business related field.
• Master’s Degree/MBA or Professional qualification in banking or related field is a plus.
• Have a minimum of 10 years of progressive experience in retail banking, including at least 5 years in 

a leadership capacity.
• Proven record of successfully driving revenue growth, enhancing customer experiences, and 

leading cross-functional teams

Mode of Applications: 
Visit I&M Bank website https://www.imbankgroup.com/tz/ on career section to apply for the job or 
send your CV to the following email address recruitment@imbank.co.tz with a subject of “Head of 
Retail and Digital Banking job application”. Deadline for receiving applications is 1st September 2023.
 
About Us
I&M Bank is one of the fast-growing commercial banks, offering a full range of Corporate, Business, 
Premium and Personal banking services with presence in Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and 
Mauritius. Headquartered in Dar es Salaam, I&M Bank is a subsidiary of I&M Group PLC which is listed on 
the Nairobi Stock Exchange and has a growing regional presence, extending to Mauritius, Rwanda, 
Kenya and Uganda. It is licensed by the Bank of Tanzania. The bank started operations in Tanzania in 
2002 as CF Union Bank. In September 2010, the bank changed its name from CF Union Bank to I&M Bank 
(Tanzania) Limited, to reflect the new ownership. Now the bank has footprints in major cities including 
Dar es Salaam, Arusha, Mwanza and Moshi with plans to extend to other regions.

www.imbankgroup.com/tz

recruitment@imbank.co.tz



4   
Saturday 26    August   2023  

national news

Athumani Makole, chairman of Dodoma city’s Sabasaba market, addresses traders in the national capital yesterday on ways to deal with the various 
challenges facing the facility. Seated (front row, R-L) are Dodoma Regional CCM chairman Adam Kimbisa, Dodoma district commissioner Jabir Shekim-
weri and Dodoma Urban legislator Anthony Mavunde, who is also Agriculture deputy minister. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

tHe government has 
asked procurement and 
supply officials to consider 
limiting the use of chemicals 
and equipment that erode 
the ozone layer or have an 
impact on human health 
and the environment.

Dr switbert Mkama, the 
acting Permanent secretary 
in the Vice President’s office 
(VPo) made the call yester-
day when opening  one-
day  training workshop for 
procurement and supply 
officers on the implemen-

tation of the Montreal Pro-
tocol on chemicals that de-
plete the ozone layer.

Dr Mkama has said that at 
the beginning of the 1970s, 
scientists discovered that 
some man-made chemicals, 
including refrigerators, air 
conditioners, fire extin-
guishers and mattresses, 
have infiltrated the air and 
eroded the ozone layer, 
causing harm to human 
health and the environment.

“the result of the erosion 
of the ozone layer is to allow 
more ultraviolet radiation 
to reach the earth’s surface, 

which causes various ef-
fects on human health and 
the environment. the ef-
fects are such as skin can-
cer, eye damage that causes 
blindness and effects on the 
growth of plants and other 
living organisms,” said Dr. 
Mkama

He also said the results of 
the discovery caused the in-
ternational organization for 
the environment (Un envi-
ronment) to conduct a scien-
tific assessment and decide 
to take effective measures 
to protect the ozone layer 
by establishing the Montreal 

Protocol on the control of 
chemicals that deplete the 
ozone layer adopted in 
1987.

the VPo official said that 
in implementing the Proto-
col, the Government has tak-
en various steps including 
preparing and implement-
ing the Plan to eliminate 
Chemicals that Deplete the 
ozone layer of Hydrochlor-
ofluorocarbons (HCFCs) by 
2030 as well as the imple-
mentation Plan of the Kigali 
amendment to reduce the 
use of chemicals in society 
hydrofluorocarbons.

“Under these  plans, one 
of the activities that are ne-
glected and should be imple-
mented includes providing 
training to procurement and 
supply officers from various 
institutions regarding the im-
plementation of relevant Pro-
tocols, including the imple-
mentation of environmental 
Management Regulations 
(Control of Chemicals that 
Deplete the ozone layer) of 
the year 2022” said Dr. Mka-
ma.

He  said procurement and 
supply officers are the main 
actors in the process of han-

dling the procurement of 
various equipment in public 
offices, so they have a great re-
sponsibility to provide ozone 
education to others in order 
to increase efforts to preserve 
the ozone layer and save hu-
man life and living things.

Kemilembe Mutasa, acting 
director  of the environment 
office of the Vice President, 
said in implementing the 
Protocol, the office has con-
tinued to provide training to 
various stakeholders includ-
ing procurement and supply 
officers from various min-
istries with the aim of building 

their understanding about the 
requirements of the Protocol 
Montreal.

“the office of the Vice Presi-
dent in collaboration with the 
tanzania Revenue authority, 
the Chief Government Chem-
ist’s laboratory authority, the 
tanzania standards organi-
zation and various technical 
training Colleges have con-
tinued to provide training to 
various officials on the man-
agement and control of 
chemicals and equipment 
containing chemicals con-
trolled under this Protocol” 
said Kemilembe.

By Guardian Reporter, Ngorongoro

tHe 19th group of 16 households with a total of 87 people and 740 livestock 
has voluntarily moved to Msomera and other areas in arusha and Manyara 
regions to allow conservation activities within the ngorongoro Conservation 
area. 

speaking during the launch of second phase of the voluntary relocation 
exercise at the ngorongoro Conservation area authority (nCaa) head-
quarters yesterday, Minister for natural Resources and tourism, Mohamed 
Mchengerwa said in this phase the government will construct 5,000 houses 
at Msomera and Kitawi villages.

He said the government’s intention is to see citizens reallocated from the 
protected area have access to basic needs as well as improved social servic-
es such as education and health. He said among the group, two families are 
moving to Msomera in Handeni District while others are moving to Karatu 
and Monduli districts.

“May i call upon others to voluntarily register for the exercise to facilitate 
conservation activities. the government will continue to empower those will-
ing to move to other places,” said the minister as he handed over cheques to 
the families. Mchengerwa insisted that the exercise is voluntary whereas peo-
ple choose where to go without being influenced. He warned some groups of 
people trying to convince the villagers not to reallocate, saying they are com-
mitting a crime and that legal measures will be taken against them.

“let no one try to undermine the government’s conservation efforts,” he 
remarked, adding the villagers have made wise decisions to move to safer 
places that are free from wildlife attacks.

one of the villagers, luka oleapa said they are thankful to the government 
because they are going to own better houses and land parcels for develop-
ment. “i also convinced my fellow villagers to reallocate; at our new homes 
we will have farms and grazing areas. the government should continue to 
educate people on the importance of moving from the protected area as 
some are reluctant only because they are not well educated on the matter,” 
said oleapa.

ngorongoro District Commissioner, Raymond Mangwala said the govern-
ment has successfully reallocated hundreds of people in the first phase.

 Mangwala added that the government is determined to improve the tour-
ism sector through enhanced conservation activities. He said the district has 
within a year generated over 150bn/- through tourism, attributing the success 
with the Royal tour film.

Over 80 residents of Ngorongoro 
relocate to rural Arusha, Manyara

Govt urges stakeholders to limit use of chemicals eroding the ozone layer   

TIC starts to train new ambassadors about state investment opportunities  
By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

tanZania investment Centre 
(tiC) has started to train new am-
bassadors about various invest-
ment opportunities available in the 
country so that they can motivate 
new foreign investors when they 
report to their destinations.

the ambassadors are those who 
were recently appointed and sworn 
in by President samia suluhu Has-
san who, during the swearing – in 
ceremony at the state House direct-
ed that they should be given   train-

ing of investment opportunities.
speaking immediately after the 

training yesterday, the Director of 
investment Promotion Department 
at tiC, John Mnali, said the training 
will be continuous for all ambassa-
dors representing tanzania in vari-
ous countries.

“as you remember, when the 
President was swearing - in the  
new ambassadors, she said that 
they should be given investment 
training, so we have started imple-
menting those instructions and the 
training will be continuous for all 

ambassadors,” he said.
the ambassadors who received 

the training yesterday include Ca-
nadian ambassador-designate, Jo-
seph sokoine, omani ambassador 
Fatma Rajabu, naimi aziz from aus-
tria and ali Mwadini who is going to 
represent tanzania in France.

He said tiC explained to the 
ambassadors the various improve-
ments they have made in attracting 
investment for all investors coming 
to invest in this country.

He said they have provided them 
with various tools that the ambas-

sadors will use to attract and en-
courage investment when in their 
missions.

He said they have told the new 
ambassadors about the importance 
of looking for investment opportu-
nities in the construction of indus-
tries that will manufacture various 
finished products whose raw mate-
rials are available in the country.

“even in renovation projects, for 
example, an investor has a project 
that could not be done very well if 
he wants to do renovations, the law 
gives him many incentives different 

from a new investor,” he said.
Mnali said another good thing 

about the 2022 law changes is that 
the time to serve investments in the 
country has been reduced from 14 
days to seven days.

Canada’s ambassador- appointee, 
Joseph sokoine, hailed the govern-
ment for the decision to give them 
such training and promised to use 
it to encourage new investments in 
various sectors from Canada.

“For sure, this training has opened 
our eyes about the many invest-
ment opportunities available in our 

country and we will tell investors to 
come and invest in the agricultural, 
mining and industrial sectors to 
increase the value of the products 
we produce so that we can export 
products and bring in foreign cur-
rency and increase employment to 
our people,” said sokoine.

tanzania’s ambassador to oman, 
Fatma Rajabu, said one of the gov-
ernment’s priorities is to promote 
economic diplomacy, so they will 
use the training to promote invest-
ment and tourism attractions.

enDs/sm

Vickey Puncheon (L), Kudu Graphite Mining Company’s general manager for corporate sustainability, pictured yesterday briefing Minerals minister 
Doto Biteko (R) at the ongoing Mining and Investment Exhibition in Ruangwa District, Lindi Region. Looking on are Kudu geologists Peter Malley and 
Benjamini Kisawike. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

tHe Parliamentary infrastruc-
tures standing Committee has 
called on tanzania electrical, Me-
chanical and electronics services 
agency (teMesa) to closely super-
vise contractors constructing gov-
ernment ferries to make sure the 
ferries are of high quality stand-
ards.

the remarks were made here by 
the committee’s chairman, selem-
ani Kakoso after it received teMe-
sa’s report on government ferries 
operations.  “Make sure you closely 
follow up of the contractors, we 
want to see people benefit by these 
ferries to which the government 
has been providing huge sums of 
money for their purchase and/or 
construction,” said Kakoso.

in addition, the panel called on 
the agency to make sure it oper-
ates commercially in order to go in 
tandem with market competition 
from within and outside the coun-
try in boosting its services to their 
customers in various areas of the 
country.

the Committee chairman also 

instructed teMesa to hire ade-
quate experts as well as providing 
training to the existing experts so 
as to empower them to attain their 
set goals.

For his part, Deputy works and 
transport Minister (works sec-
tor) eng. Godfrey Kasekenya said 
in   2023/24 FY the agency plans 
to implement seven new ferry 
building projects     to serve Kiso-
rya-Rugezi, Bwiro-Bukondo, Ma-
fia–nyamisati, ijinga–Kahangara, 
nyakariri-Kome and Buyangu-
Mbalika as well as two smaller fer-
ries to serve Magogoni-Kigamboni 
in Dar es salaam. 

Kasekenya explained that the 
agency also plans to complete re-
furbishment to various ferries in-
cluding the MV Kazi, MV Misungwi, 
MV Musoma MV tanga and MV 
teMesa.

teMesa Chief executive officer, 
lazaro Kilahala said that the agen-
cy has attained various achieve-
ments including the installation of 
the electronic revenue collection 
system at Magogoni - Kigamboni 
ferry aimed at boosting revenue 
collections.

Parliament calls upon teMesa to 

oversee ferry building contractors
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THe Prime Minister’s Office 
(Labour, Youth, employment 
and Persons with Disability) 
has commenced the process 
to review the national Policy 
on Disability of 2004 to meet 
current needs.  

 Permanent secretary of the 
Ministry, Prof Jamal Katundu 
made the statement yester-
day     during the opening of 
the stakeholders’ meeting to 
review the preliminary infor-
mation of the review.

  He said that the job is im-
plemented in collaboration 
with Un women and the re-
view process will engage rep-
resentation of all groups of 
people with disabilities in or-
der to have a better policy.

  “My office will ensure that 
this policy is completed early 
as this has been a long-term 
request for people with disa-
bilities, I request that the team 
that will go to collect opinions 
go around every region to en-

sure that they get opinions 
from all groups of PwDs peo-
ple so as to ensure that we get 
a good policy which meets the 
current needs,” he explained.

Jacob Kayombo from Un 
women commended the gov-
ernment for reaching a good 
step of the process which will 
enable the country to have a 
better policy for the group.

  Jonas Lubago, general sec-
retary of the Tanzania Fed-
eration of Disabled People’s 
Organizations (sHIVYAwATA) 
thanked the government for 
fulfilling its promise to im-
prove the policy assuring that 
the federation will participate 
fully in order to have a good 
policy.

 earlier, Dr Consolata sulley, 
lecturer from the University of 
Dar es salaam (UDsM) said the 
initial steps will involve col-
lecting views form stakehold-
ers including PwDs so as to 
ensure that the group’s rights 
and issues of genders are in-
corporated in the policy.

PM’s Office commences process to
review national policy on disability  

President Kagame issues warning to Catholic tourists who ‘worship poverty’
KIGALI

RwAnDAn President Paul Kag-
ame has warned Catholics who 
visit pilgrimage sites known to have 
been sites of Marian apparitions 
each year, accusing them of ‘wor-
shipping poverty’.

every year, thousands of pilgrims 
travel, sometimes on foot, to the 
town of Kibeho, known for several 

apparitions of the Virgin Mary to 
three young girls in the early 1980s.

This year, however, the Rwandan 
president lashed out at the pilgrims 
after a mass in Kibeho attracted 
more than 20,000 people on As-
sumption Day, August 15.

speaking to young people on 
wednesday, he described the pil-
grimage as “horrible”. “If I hear 
of this again, that people have 

traveled to worship poverty, I will 
bring trucks to pick them up and 
throw them in prison, and I will 
only release them when they no 
longer have this mentality of pov-
erty,” said Paul Kagame, himself a 
Catholic, although it is not known 
what prompted the threats.

However, a government spokes-
woman assured AFP on Thursday 
that President Kagame was not 

referring to Kibeho in his speech, 
saying he was probably referring 
to a little-known site in western 
Rwanda.

“In his speech at the youth event, 
President Kagamé at no point men-
tioned a specific pilgrimage site, 
and certainly not Kibeho,” said 
Yolande Makolo.

“what he was most likely refer-
ring to was an informal pilgrimage-

type event taking place in the Rut-
siro district,” she added. “The aim 
(of the president) was to encourage 
young Rwandans to be ambitious 
and work hard, instead of being in-
fluenced by cult-like rituals.”

There was no immediate reaction 
from the Catholic Church. Almost 
all Rwandans are Christians, with 
Catholics accounting for half.

The first Marian apparitions at 

Kibeho occurred in 1981, and were 
recognized by the Church in 2001. 
The site has since become a popu-
lar place of pilgrimage for Catholics 
from all over the world, hoping for 
a miracle or healing.

According to local media reports 
this month, the Catholic Church is 
seeking 3.5 billion Rwandan francs 
(around 2.7 million euros) to ex-
pand the pilgrimage site.

Simanjiro district commissioner Dr Suleiman Serera (R) addresses mine owners and tanzanite miners in Mirerani township on Thursday on the need for them 
to contributing to the community’s development in the spirit of corporate social responsibility. Left is the Simanjiro district executive director Gration Makota. 
Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

Tanzania Forestry Research Institute (TAFORI) director general Dr Revocatus Mushumbusi pictured in Dodoma city yesterday speaking at the opening of a 
workshop on the integrated management of the landscape in the country’s dry ‘miombo’ woodlands. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

TARURA all set to repair 21,057 kms of roads

NAIROBI
 
CHInese social network TikTok 

has pledged to work with Kenyan 
authorities so that its content can be 
monitored and eventually removed, 
the presidency of the east African 
country, where a ban on the plat-
form has been requested, said on 
Thursday.

“In a virtual meeting with Presi-
dent Ruto (pictured) on Thursday 
morning, TikTok CeO shou Zi Chew 
committed to ensuring that content 
is moderated to meet community 
standards,” says a statement on the 
Kenyan presidency’s website.

“TikTok will work with Kenya to 
review and monitor its content,” the 
text adds.

“This new development means 
that inappropriate or offensive con-
tent will be removed from the plat-
form”, it assures, indicating that Tik-
Tok has also committed to opening 
an office in Kenya “to coordinate its 
operations on the continent” and “to 
hire more Kenyans”.

no details were provided on the 
modalities and timing of this content 
moderation.

The popular video-sharing app 
owned by the Chinese group ByteD-
ance is very popular in Kenya, where 
a businessman, Bob ndolo, recently 
asked Parliament to rule on its ban.

“The applicant denounces the fact 
that (...) the content shared on the 
platform is inappropriate and pro-
motes violence, explicit sexual con-
tent, hate speech, vulgar language 
and offensive behaviour that pose 
a serious threat to Kenya’s cultural 
and religious values,” national As-

sembly speaker Moses wetangula 
detailed to MPs on August 15.

A parliamentary committee is 
due to study the request within two 
months.

Kenya’s neighbour somalia an-
nounced on sunday that it was ban-
ning TikTok, as well as the Telegram 
messaging service and an online bet-
ting site, with effect from August 24, 
claiming that these platforms were 
being used by “terrorists”, notably 
the radical Islamist shebab.

In senegal, the authorities sus-
pended it in early August until 
“further notice” due to the dissemi-
nation of “hateful and subversive” 
messages following protests against 
the imprisonment of opposition fig-
ure Ousmane sonko.

The application, which has more 
than a billion active users world-
wide, is also suspected by the au-
thorities in the UsA and several eu-
ropean countries of not protecting 
data sufficiently and of allowing Bei-
jing to spy on and manipulate its us-
ers, something the group has always 
vigorously denied.

TikTok okays content oversight  
in Kenya, assures President Ruto

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THe Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads 
Agency (TARURA) is set to repair 21,057.06 
kilometers of roads in the country in the 
current financial year which will include 
a 427-kilometer stretch of tarmac road.

In 2023/24, the government has given 
TARURA a total of 858.517bn/- to support 
diverse projects for construction of new 
roads, but also, for the rehabilitation 
road infrastructures in different districts 
across the country.

Out of the amount, 710.31bn/- is 
from internal sources and a total of 

148.207bn/- has been sourced from for-
eign sources through different projects, 
including the Tanzanian Cities Trans-
forming Infrastructure and Competitive-
ness (TACTIC), and the Tanzania Roads 
to Inclusion and socio-economic oppor-
tunities (RIse) projects, among others.

At a press conference yesterday, TARU-
RA Chief executive Officer Victor seff 
said this year’s plan involves construc-
tion of  855 bridges at different locations 
and at least 70- km of  drainage systems.

“And among our key priorities in the 
implementation of different projects 
in the current fiscal year is to continue 

making good use of resources that are 
available at the project’s site’s vicinity in 
order to reduce construction costs,” he 
expressed.

Moreover, seff added that as of March, 
2023, the Agency had already managed 
to construct a total of 163 stone-made 
bridges, worth 8.7bn/-, the development 
which served 50 percent of the involved 
cost.

He unveiled that the stone-made bridg-
es has been constructed in different re-
gions, including Kigoma (92), singida 
(24), Tabora (5), Kilimanjaro (10), Mbeya 
(2), Arusha (6), Morogoro (2), Rukwa (3), 

Coast (1) , Ruvuma ( 3 ) and Iringa at least 15 
bridges have been constructed.

Together with that, and in further efforts 
to help reducing construction cost, he com-
municated that TARURA was continuing to 
conduct several technological trials with an 
eye to use the soil that available at the roads 
constructions sites, unveiling the technolo-
gies as ecoroads, ecozyme and GeoPoly-
mer.

“so far, we have managed to construct a 
1km road stretch in Dodoma Capital City 
through ecoroads technology, whereby in 
Mufindi district, a total of 10km of road is 
expected to be constructed through the 

technology,” he expressed.
TARURA is an executive Agency of the 

President’s Office, Regional Administration 
and Local Government (PO-RALG), estab-
lished under section 3 (1) of the executive 
agencies Act. (Cap 245) by Order Published 
in government no. 211 dated May 12, 2017 
and was inaugurated on July 02, 2017.

TARURA is vested with the responsi-
bility of managing the development, 
rehabilitation, maintenance, axle load 
control, environmental and road reserve 
management of rural and urban roads 
network for the socio - economic devel-
opment of Tanzania.
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‘Investing in paralegal programmes best initiatives to improve access to justice for poor, marginalised groups’
By Correspondent James Lanka, Rombo

inVestinG in paralegal pro-
grammes has been cited as one 
of the best initiatives which will 
help improve access to justice for 
poor and marginalized groups.

a lawyer from tübingen city in 
Germany, Raaf eberhard made 
the statement here when speak-
ing to this paper during an offi-
cial visit of a delegation of friends 
from tübingen city at the head-

quarters of the action for Justice 
in society (aJiso) organisation’s 
offices.

eberhard who was accompa-
nied with other friends from his 
city explained that, after their 
official visit at the aJiso to learn 
their different programmes they 
learnt that paralegal programmes 
often fall within the rubrics of ac-
cess to justice and legal empow-
erment.

He said that paralegals have 

great contributions to criminal 
and civil legal aid.

He noted that on the 16th June 
of 2014 Moshi announced a twin 
city partnership with tübingen 
city in Germany whereby the 
legal paper was signed in a cer-
emony in Moshi by Mayor Jaffary 
Raphael Michael and Daniela 
Rathe, head of the faculty for art 
and culture, as a representative 
for Mayor Boris Palmer.

the twin city partnership be-

tween tübingen and Moshi aims 
to encourage and simplify in-
dividual and institutional con-
tacts and encounters as well as 
to make cooperation on global 
problems such as climate change 
and peace work on the municipal 
level possible.

“after our official visit of pa-
ralegal project in Rombo district 
who are facilitated by aJiso they 
learnt that, access to justice ap-
proaches generally attempt to 

expand access to just treatment 
under law while legal empower-
ment has a specific focus on em-
powering poor, vulnerable and/
or excluded populations, and 
increasing the capacity of com-
munities to exercise their own 
rights,” he said.

He said: “i am very interested 
with the aJiso’s paralegal pro-
gramme as i really learnt that 
appropriately trained communi-
ty-based paralegals can provide 

invaluable assistance for legal 
education, navigate the legal 
systems, and provide support 
throughout the legal process.”

executive Director of aJiso, ad-
vocate Virginia silayo explained 
that paralegal programmes had 
been introduced by some non-
governmental organizations 
(nGos) some many years ago, but 
it was officially recognized by the 
government of the United Repub-
lic of tanzania in 2017.

By Correspondent Daniel Semberya

wealtHY people have been urged to 
join hands with humanitarian organisa-
tions in the country so as to increase sup-
port to people facing various disasters.

Jackson nsabo, save the Children’s refu-
gees response field manager made the call 
in Dar es salaam at the weekend during the 
commemoration of the world Humanitar-
ian Day 2023.

“we need to join efforts to support our 
fellow who are in need, we don’t want to 
see any tanzanian in disaster areas dying 
due to lack of support/assistance,” he said.

according to nsabo, humanitarians have 
no other purpose than to save and protect 
lives and deliver the basic necessities of life, 

they stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
communities they serve and bring hope.”

He said that save the Children has been 
working in the country since 1986 and has 
extended their activities to various areas in 
the country where there are disasters.

“For example, currently, we are serving 
at nduta Refugee Camp in Kibondo District, 
and nyarugusu refugees’ camp in Kasulu 
District, both in Kigoma Region,” he said.

He called upon fellow non-governmental 
organisations and the community at large 
working on humanitarian matters to join 
hands and amplify their voices and con-
tinue to support tanzanians faced with hu-

manitarian challenges.
He said save the Children tanzania works 

on seven thematic areas: child protection, 
health, nutrition, child rights governance, 
education, food security and livelihoods, 
and emergencies.

others are policy influencing and ad-
vocacy, gender, HiV/aiDs are other areas, 
which contribute to the current program-
ming. Dar es salaam regional commis-
sioner, albert Chalamila said that disasters 
are part and parcel of a human life and are 
inevitable, something which needs support 
from various parts to overcome them.

Chalamila  noted that some disasters lead 

to psychological torture and here some 
people end up taking their lives.

“so, there is a need to have psychologists 
in communities who will help intervene 
and from time to time by giving psychologi-
cal advice to people with the problems,” 
he said. the theme of world Humanitarian 
Day 2023 is #noMatterwhat. in a world be-
set by challenges, #noMatterwhat speaks 
volumes about the extent to which human-
itarian workers go, in an often dangerous 
and violent world to ensure that they allevi-
ate human suffering.

Un secretary-General’s Message on the 
world Humanitarian Day by the Un sec-

retary-General, antónio Guterres stated: 
“this year’s world Humanitarian Day marks 
the 20th anniversary of the deadly attack 
on the Canal Hotel in Baghdad…to show our 
unwavering commitment to deliver for the 
communities we serve, no matter who, no 
matter where and #noMatterwhat.”

He noted that humanitarians are united 
by a shared mission to save and protect 
lives. they will never compromise on hu-
manitarian principles, and always strive to 
make the best decisions for the people they 
serve.

Humanitarian work is difficult and dan-
gerous, but we don’t give up on our com-
mitment to overcome the challenges and 
deliver life-saving assistance to people in 
need, #noMatterwhat.

Well-to-do people urged to support the needy 

By Correspondent James Kandoya

tHe institute of Finance Management (iFM) 
and University of Groningen in netherlands 
(UoG) have signed a five-year Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) aimed at bolstering mu-
tual collaboration in exchange programmes.

  Dr emmanuel Mzava, iFM’s deputy Vice 
Chancellor (academics, Research and Consul-
tancy) unveiled   in Dar es salaam when speak-
ing at a public lecture organised to mark 20 
years of collaboration between the two higher 
institutions.

  During the public lecture, Prof Manda 
Broekhuis and Prof Peter Verhoef from the 
netherlands presented two papers, titled “Qual-
ity assurance of Higher education: More than 
Rules and Regulations” and “Digital transfor-
mation is Changing Business” respectively.

 He said that they agreed to extend collabora-
tions such as an exchange programme to build 
the capacity of iFM staff   and get exposure in 
the netherlands land.

“Under the agreement, we will     exchange 
staff for teaching for both institutions (iFM and 
UoG). selected staff from UoG will visit iFM for 
teaching and staff from iFM will visit the UoG 
for teaching,” he said.

Dr Mzava said that they have also agreed to 
establish a new winter school programme for 
iFM’s students and staff going to netherlands 
as it was for students’ summer where students 
from the netherlands came to the country.

 “our collaboration is institution based and 
therefore, we hope it will be sustainable for the 
benefit of two countries,” he said.

 He said during the 20th years of collabora-
tion, a notable success has been recorded such 
as numerous PhD’s and master degrees candi-
dates graduated in the netherlands.

  others are joint research publications and 
various journal studies, training and building 
capacity in research methodologies to its high 
level lecturers.

  netherlands ambassador to tanzania, 
wiebe de Boer said the collaboration has been 
important for students pursuing PhD and mas-
ter degrees of all institutions adding that the 
two countries have a long historical relation-
ship in the agriculture sector. 

the relationship has been characterized by 
strong economic and diplomatic ties, growing 
trade and investment, exchange of knowledge, 
experiences and expertise.

siriel nchemba, senior lecturer at iFM said 
that the collaboration between iFM and Gro-
ningen of netherlands has played a big role in 
building the capacity of the institute’s staff.

 Dr Kelvin njumwa, from the institute of ac-
countancy arusha (iaa) - Dar es salaam Based 
Campus commended iFM for the strong and 
sustainable collaboration.

 He said the collaboration will build the ca-
pacity of lectures in the fight against fraud from 
students as a result of emerging technology 
such as artificial intelligence.

IFM, Dutch university agree on mutual
collaboration in exchange programmes

These city commuter buses were involved in a minor collision at a Mtoni kwa Aziz Ali section of Temeke municipality in Dar es Salaam earlier this week. 
Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Coconuts on sale at an open market at Temeke in Dar es Salaam yesterday, with the going wholesale price ranging between 1,000/- and 
1,500/- each. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

tHe national Prosecutions servic-
es (nPs) in cooperation with the e-
Government authority (e-Ga) yester-
day launched a digital system aimed 
to help speed  up service delivery in 
management of criminal cases.

Dubbed: ‘Case Management in-
formation system (CMis), the new 
cloud-connected system has specifi-
cally been tailored for gathering, pro-
cessing and keeping records pertain-
ing to criminal cases.

speaking yesterday during the offi-
cial launch of the system, Minister of 
state in the President’s office (Public 
service Management and Good Gov-
ernance), George simbachawene, 
said the development will play a key 
role to improve service delivery and 
access to justice.

 “since its inception, the e-Gov-
ernment system has been playing a 
meaningful role in increasing effi-
ciency and transparency at the pub-
lic institutions; thus, i remain opti-
mistic that the nPs office will benefit 
the same,” he added.

Minister simbachawene said that 
the digital system is acting as the 
‘brain’ of the government as it helps 
to reduce service burden in service 
delivery in public institutions.

He said that through the e-Govern-
ment system, a total of 17, 411 crimi-
nal cases have so far been registered, 
whereby out of the cases, at least 
7,361 cases have come to an end and 
judgements have been issued.

He added that a total of 10,050 cas-
es are currently at different levels of 
judgements, thanks to the e-system.

“to be honest, the e-Government 
system has come along with numer-
ous achievements towards improv-
ing service delivery at the nPs office. 
this is a good example to be adopt-
ed by all public institutions that in-
volve in service delivery towards the 
public,” he insisted.

He observed that effective use 
of the e-Government system in the 
public institutions was a promising 
vehicle to assist the country attain 
the set and much needed 2025 na-
tional Development Vision, together 
with the national Development Plan 
((2021/22 -2025/26).

Deputy Minister for Constitution-
al and legal affairs, Pauline Gekul 
said that President samia suluhu 
Hassan has always been insisting for 
all public institutions to install and 
make sober use of the system.

she added that through use of e-
justice, the system will play a pivotal 
role to improve deliverance of jus-
tice.

eng. Benedict ndomba, e-Ga di-
rector general (DG) said the agency 
will continue to ensure all public 
institutions adopt use of the vital 
system in order to scale up service 
delivery.

Director of Public Prosecution 
(DPP), sylvester Mwakitalu, said in-
stallation of the digital system at the 
office will assist him to speed up is-
suance of criminal cases judgements, 
as well as improving other vital ser-
vices.

NPS and e-GA launch digital system  to help  
speed  up service delivery of criminial  cases  



Saturday 26  August   2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       7

news 

Renewable energy offers Africa the best chance to achieve SDGs, say experts  
ABIDJAN

AFRICA must increase invest-
ment in developing its renewable 
energy, and attract greater sup-
port of the private sector and in-
ternational financial institutions, 
if it is to achieve the sustainable 
Development Goals (sDGs), ex-
perts meeting in Abidjan stressed 
wednesday.

The continent should also con-
trol, exploit and transform its 
enormous mineral resources lo-

cally in order to generate the fi-
nancial resources needed for its 
development, urged the experts, 
who represented a dozen African 
countries, during an African De-
velopment Bank workshop held on 
August 23-24, 2023.  The meeting’s 
theme was Financial Modeling for 
the extractive sector (FIMes).

“Renewable energy gives us op-
portunities to achieve the sustain-
able Development Goals. we also 
need to be major players in the 
energy field,” said Dr. John David 

Cooper, Director of Policy and Re-
search at sierra Leone’s Ministry of 
Mines and Mineral Resources. He 
was speaking on the panel on “Fi-
nancial modeling for a just energy 
transition for certain critical miner-
als in transition countries”.

Participants note that Africa has 
made considerable progress in ener-
gy transition despite the challenges. 
Pointing to the scale of the challeng-
es still ahead, silas Olang, energy 
Transition Advisor for Africa at the 
natural Resources Governance In-

stitute in Accra, Ghana, noted that 
no African country ranks among the 
world’s top 30 in energy transition. 
still, nigeria, Ghana, ethiopia, Kenya 
and south Africa are examples of 
countries implementing ambitious 
renewable energy development 
policies.

Renewable energy have the poten-
tial to provide electricity to the 600 
million Africans currently deprived 
of it, create jobs and stimulate indus-
trialization. “every dollar invested in 
renewable energies will yield an ad-

ditional $0.93”, and the deployment 
of renewable energies will progres-
sively lead to lower costs, unlike fos-
sil fuels, said Mr. Cooper. 

In addition to solar energy, Afri-
ca’s renewable assets include wind 
power, biomass, hydroelectricity 
and minerals such as lithium, graph-
ite and cobalt, which are needed 
for renewable energy technologies 
including the production of solar 
panels and batteries for electric ve-
hicles.

A key theme of the discussions 

was the need for the continent to 
take better advantage of its immense 
mining resources for sustainable de-
velopment.

Dogari Bassirou, Director General 
for the economy in niger’s Minis-
try of the economy and Finance 
said that his country’s uranium is 
exploited by France and its oil by 
China. This results in huge financial 
losses for African governments, who 
more often than not have to make 
do with foreign mining companies’ 
statements on mineral content.

Semeni Mtoka, Special Seats councillor for Dar wes Salaam’s Majohe ward, airs her views on Thursday at a meeting 
on developments in the ward. It attracted various stakeholders, including representatives of civil society organisa-
tions. She is with ward executive Gerald Sarota (R) and Majohe Information and Knowledge Centre secretary Salma 

KAMPALA

MInIMALLY sought after at 
home, heavily demanded glob-
ally, vanilla. Growing the spice has 
been a craze in Uganda, but farm-
ers are now questioning whether 
it is worth it.

when Mukasa ventured into va-
nilla in 2018, he was banking on 
hopes of making money. The spice 
was selling at $80 per kilogram at 
the time, but he also knew that 
could fall tenfold.

“I decided to plant it targeting 
20,000 shillings per kilogram. so 
that is when I started planting, 
but then I also started small, with 
around five plants, so I went up 
adding more and more with time,” 
Dan Mukasa, a vanilla farmer 
based in Luwero, central Uganda.

To protect vanilla farmers, the 
government started declaring the 
harvesting period - a probable 
time that considers patterns in 
the different regions of the coun-
try. The beans mature first in the 

west.
The official harvesting period 

opened on July 17. As dealers wind 
up with sales, farmers are already 
planning for the next harvest. 
“The date that we set is not abso-
lute. It is either minus or plus – it 
is an estimate. You can’t have a 
single date for all growers across 
the country, and yet we have dif-
ferent agronomical regions in this 
country”, Kyakulaga Fred Bwino, 
state minister for agriculture.

Local exporters are raising con-
cerns over the reduced consisten-
cy and quality, which cuts down 
on demand-fit Ugandan vanilla 
globally.

The designated harvesting peri-
od may offer some level of securi-
ty, but to farmers it is not enough.

As Mukasa explains, “yes, some-
one can still be harvesting now 
but remember it is open time for 
everyone to sell, then you have 
more chances of having thieves 
to come and pick your vanilla be-
cause no one will ask them where 

they got it from. But before that 
time, no one can sell vanilla. But 
now if it is selling time, anyone can 
sell vanilla no matter where they 
got it from.”

The fluctuation on the global 
market has left vanilla farmers 
stranded. A kilogram now goes for 
a little over $1. The government is 
asking farmers to be patient. “Be-
cause it has a unique characteristic, 
we advise those that already have 
it not to destroy it because you will 
destroy it today and tomorrow the 
demand will again go up, and the 
price will again go up, so please be 
patient,” Kyakulaga Fred Bwino, 
state minister for agriculture.

Government statistics show that 
by the end of 2022, the country ex-
ported vanilla worth $11 million.

From his two-acre farm, Dan’s 
first harvest is just a few kilo-
grams, but when his and the out-
put of all growers in Uganda is 
aggregated, the country ranks 
number two exporter of vanilla 
on the content after Madagascar.

Uganda’s vanilla paradox leaves farmers frustrated

Group Six International and Sinotan Industrial Park chairman Johnson Huang makes a presentation in Dar es Salaam yesterday at a symposium to commemorate the 10th anniversary 
of Belt and Road Initiative between China and East African countries. Photo:  Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Guardian Reporter and 
Agencies

A VIsIT to one of the refer-
ral hospitals in Dar es salaam 
in late March changed the 
life of a 25-year-old mother 
of two children aged three 
and eight.

Mariam Mwakabungu, 
a resident of Kinyerezi in 
Ubungo District, had visited 
her friend at the Amana Re-
gional Referral Hospital that 
had given birth to premature 
twins, and as she was about 
to leave she saw a nurse at-
tending to a premature baby.

“I asked the nurse where 
the baby’s mother was and 
she told me that she was sick. 
The nurse asked me whether 
I could help give the baby 
kangaroo mother care. I ac-
cepted the offer in the blink 
of an eye,” Mwakabungu said 
in an interview.

Kangaroo mother care is 
a technique that helps to 
keep a low birth-weight baby 
warm by carrying the baby 

with skin-to-skin contact 
which provides protection 
from infection.

Mwakabungu said she gave 
the nurse her telephone 
number, and she went home 
asking the nurse to call her 
when she needed her kanga-
roo mother care services.

“The nurse called me and 
I went straight to the hos-
pital where I started giving 
the service to the baby who, 
according to doctors, had 
weighed one kg since it was 
born a month earlier,” said 
Mwakabungu whose two 
children were born weighing 
more than 3 kg each.

she said she stayed with 
the baby for one week and 
her weight increased to the 
required standard which is 
above 2.5 kg and the baby 
was later handed over to 
an orphanage after her sick 
mother had abandoned it.

she said as she had com-
pleted giving the kangaroo 
mother care to the baby, two 
more abandoned premature 
babies were brought to her 
and she continued giving the 
service to them.

“It is a very tiresome un-
dertaking because you have 
to carry the baby with skin-
to-skin contact for 24 hours 
even when eating,” she said, 
adding that the only time 
one loses contact with the 
baby is when one goes to a 
washroom.

she said she gave the ser-
vice on a voluntary basis, 
adding that the hospital only 
provided her with breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, and bus fare 
when she went home for a 
short rest.

she said she used to be 
a food vendor and sell sec-
ond-hand clothes but she 
dropped the two businesses 

after she had run out of capi-
tal.

soft-spoken Mwakabungu 
thanked her husband for 
allowing her to volunteer 
to take care of premature 
babies. “when I told my 
husband what I was doing 
he said it was fine because 
I was saving the lives of the 
babies.”

she said between late 
March and July she had given 
the service to three prema-
ture babies that have been 
handed over to an orphan-
age and now she was look-
ing after a fourth premature 
baby that she was given to 
her on Aug 3.

Mwakabungu said her par-
ents died when she was five 
years old, and years later she 
has to drop out of school be-
cause her grandmother that 
was looking after her had no 
money to pay for her school 

fees.
she said her work was ap-

preciated by Tanzanian Pres-
ident samia suluhu Hassan 
who recently awarded her a 
monetary prize.

“Top officials of the hospi-
tal visited me as I clutched a 
premature baby and handed 
me the money saying it is my 
present from the president. I 
was overjoyed beyond expla-
nation,” she said.

The president also direct-
ed the Ministry of Health to 
employ her permanently 
as a nurse and the process 
to employ her has already 
started, said sarah simba, 
the hospital’s head of com-
munications.

Mwakabungu suggested 
that the government should 
construct a special structure 
for accommodating pre-
mature children, especially 
those that have been aban-

doned by their mothers, 
from their infancy to adoles-
cence to enable them to real-
ize their life dreams.

Mary Machemba, a nurs-
ing officer in charge of the 
neonatal Unit at the Amana 
Regional Referral Hospital, 
described Mwakabungu as 
an “angel dedicated to sav-
ing the lives of abandoned 
premature babies.”

she said Mwakabungu de-
cided to stop doing her busi-
ness and volunteered to save 
the tedious task of caring for 
premature babies.

Machemba said the hos-
pital’s neonatal unit admits 
between 70 and 80 prema-
ture babies a month but the 
unit has only six beds. “That 
is why we are encouraging 
mothers to use the kanga-
roo mother care technique 
which is simple and cost-
effective,” she said. “simple 

cost-effective solutions such 
as kangaroo mother care 
can make a big difference 
in those vital first days of a 
small baby’s life.”

Machemba, a professional 
nurse with more than 25 
years of work experience, 
described a premature baby 
as one that weighs below 
1.5 kg at birth, adding that a 
normal baby usually weighs 
around 2.5 kg at birth. 

“A premature baby is born 
before 37 weeks of pregnan-
cy are completed,” she said. 
“Kangaroo mother care is 
both simple and cost-effec-
tive because it does not need 
a machine, but just a skin-to-
skin bond between mother 
and child to provide this 
little baby with the needed 
warmth.”

According to the United 
nations Children’s Fund 
data, more than 200,000 
children are born prema-
turely in Tanzania every 
year, and approximately 
9,500 of them fail to survive.

Dar young woman becomes heroine 

JOHANNESBURG

THe Gross Domestic Product of BRICs is now 
36 percent of global GDP and 47 percent of the 
world population. This follows the announce-
ment of the six nations to the BRICs bloc.

“we have decided to invite the Argentine Re-
public, the Arab Republic of egypt, the Federal 
Democratic Republic of ethiopia, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, the Kingdom of saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab emirates to become full 
members of BRICs. The membership will take 
effect from 1 January 2024,” announced Cyril 
Ramaphosa President of south Africa

India said adding the six countries shows the 
determination of BRICs for unity.

“India will continue to build consensus for 
those countries wishing to join BRICs. expansion 
& modernisation of BRICs is a message that glob-
al institutions must mold themselves to changing 
times,” said India Prime Minister narendra Modi.

In reaction to the bloc expansion, the BRICs 
sherpa said they received applications from 22 
countries.

“we had applications from 22 countries. All 
of these countries we have taken on board had 
applied formally. expansion had to happen in 
a structured manner,” stated Ambassador Anil 
sooklal BRICs sherpa.

The Johannesburg Declaration 2 adopted at 
this year’s BRICs summit here in south Africa is 
expected to ensure the development of BRICs 
nations and create more inclusive economic poli-
cies for all members.

BRICS GDP set to grow by
36pc following expansion
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Needed: A fiercer war on 
corruption in our politics

ThE member states of the African 
union adopted the African union 
Convention on Preventing and Com-
bating Corruption (The Convention) 
at the Second Ordinary Session of the 
Assembly of the union, held in Ma-
puto (Mozambique), on 11th July 2003. 
The Convention entered into force on 
5th August 2006, thirty (30) days after 
the deposit of the fifteenth (15th) in-
strument of ratification. To date Forty 
Eight (48) countries have ratified the 
Convention and are states parties to it.

Nearly 75 million people in sub-
Saharan Africa are estimated to have 
paid a bribe in the past year – some to 
escape punishment by the police or 
courts, but many forced to pay to get 
access to the basic services that they 
desperately need.

Corruption creates and increases 
poverty and exclusion. While corrupt 
individuals with political power enjoy 
a lavish life, millions of Africans are de-
prived of their basic needs like food, 
health, education, housing, access to 
clean water and sanitation.

 The majority of Africans (58%) say 
that corruption has increased over 
the past year. This is particularly the 
case in South Africa where more than 
four-in-five citizens (83%) say they 
have seen corruption rise recently.

2. Most governments Failing In 
Fight Against Corruption

There is no government which is 
rated positively on its anti-corruption 
efforts by a clear majority of its citi-
zens. Out of 28 governments, 18 are 
seen as completely failing to address 
corruption.

3. Police And Private Sector Seen As 
Most Corrupt

Across the region, the police and 
business executives are seen to have 
the highest levels of corruption. The 
police have regularly been rated as 
highly corrupt, but the strongly nega-
tive assessment of business executives 
is a new development.

22 per cent of Africans who came 
into contact with a public service in 

the past 12 months say they paid a 
bribe.  .

Out of six key public services, peo-
ple who come into contact with the 
police and the courts are the most 
likely to have paid a bribe. This is con-
sistent with our previous surveys and 
highlights the lack of progress made 
in addressing bribery in these two in-
stitutions, which are crucial for citizen 
security and the rule of law.

People in the region are divided 
as to whether ordinary people can 
make a difference in the fight against 
corruption – just over half of people 
think that they can (53 per cent), while 
38 per cent think they cannot. Only 
roughly one-in-ten people who paid a 
bribe actually reported it.

 There are a few countries in which 
citizens see low levels of corruption in 
their public institutions and see cor-
ruption as on the wane in their own 
country.    

 The region faces a serious chal-
lenge in ridding itself of corruption: 
although people told us that reporting 
incidents of bribery is one of the best 
ways to stop corruption from happen-
ing, they also told us that many people 
do not report bribery because they 
are scared of suffering retribution and 
think reporting mechanisms are inef-
fective.

In order to effectively prevent cor-
ruption in Africa  greater efforts need 
to be made to protect whistleblowers 
from retribution, improve the effec-
tiveness of reporting channels, and 
raise public awareness about how and 
where they can report corruption.

Many countries in the region have 
seen threats and violence against civil 
society, making it dangerous to oper-
ate and difficult to hold governments 
to account. 

African governments must create 
safe conditions for civil society to un-
dertake anti-corruption work, and 
governments need to guarantee the 
operational and physical freedom of 
such organisations.

Should the coup in Niger amplify 
fears over terrorism in the Sahel?
By Special Correspondent
 
NIgER has been hit by multiple ji-

hadist attacks since its president was 
overthrown last month, but observ-
ers caution against concluding that 
a long-running insurgency is shifting 
into higher gear as post-coup uncer-
tainty mounts.

Since 2015, when jihadists started 
mounting cross-border strikes from 
Mali, thousands of people have died 
and hundreds of thousands have fled 
their homes.

The rebel officers in Niger who 
overthrew President Mohamed Ba-
zoum on 26 July pointed to the “degra-
dation of the security situation” under 
his watch - a belief shared by many 
Nigeriens.

But the situation is more complex 
than it may appear.

In the run-up to the coup, the situ-
ation had in fact been improving, at 
least in statistical terms.

In the first half of 2023, attacks on 
civilians fell by 49 percent compared 
with the same period in 2022, while 
the number of deaths was down by 
16 percent, according to Armed Con-
flict Location and Event Data (ACLED) 
project.

Western observers and partners, 
especially France, Bazoum’s ally, had 
been quick to highlight the improve-
ment.

They praised a shift in strategy that 
began after Bazoum took office in 
April 2021 following historic elections.

While the military regimes in Mali 
and neighbouring Burkina Faso focus 
on hefty “anti-terrorist” operations 
that are often blamed for heavy loss 
of civilian life, Bazoum fostered local-
ised peace agreements, development 
projects and negotiations with heads 
of armed groups.

This was a flexible approach - hailed 
as highly promising by western part-
ners - but often criticised at home, es-
pecially within the army.

Urban versus rural perceptions
A June 2022 opinion poll by Afro-

barometer found a big difference 
between rural and urban dwellers 
about how they rated Niger’s security 
situation. People in the cities were far 
likelier to say that the problems were 
bad, even though people in the coun-
tryside were far likelier to be victims 
of violence.

According to Mahamane Tahirou 
Ali Backo, an associate researcher at 
a Niamey-based social monitor LAS-

DEL, who took part in the survey, “ur-
ban people are more politically aware 
and have better access to information 
... and the higher one’s standard of liv-
ing, the more importance one attach-
es to issues of security and health.”

“The highest-profile attacks are 
against symbols of state or are large-
scale attacks, but background vio-
lence is a daily phenomenon, because 
of gangs and the guns in circulation,” 
he said. But rating insecurity on fig-
ures alone is not always accurate, due 
to the ruthless but hidden pressures 
that jihadists exert on local popula-
tions under their control.

“If visible violence is falling, that 
doesn’t necessarily mean that people 
are better off - taxes are still being lev-
ied [by the jihadists] and even if the 
number of attacks is falling - the influ-
ence of armed groups is still spreading 
inside Niger,” says Tatiana Smirnova 
of the  Centre FrancoPaix, a French 
thinktank on conflict resolution.

Plague of the Sahel
Jihadist insurgencies have plagued 

Africa’s Sahel region for more than a 
decade, breaking out in northern Mali 
in 2012 before spreading to neigh-
bouring Niger and Burkina Faso in 
2015.

The so-called “three borders” area 
between the three countries is regu-
larly the scene of attacks by rebels 
affiliated with the Islamic State group 
and Al-Qaeda.

The unrest across the region has 
killed thousands of troops, police of-
ficers and civilians and forced millions 
to flee their homes.

Anger at the bloodshed has fuelled 
military coups in all three countries 
since 2020, with Niger the latest to fall.

On Tuesday, the African union said 
it had suspended Niger until civilian 
rule was restored and would assess 
the implications of any armed inter-
vention.

This comes as suspected Islamic 
insurgents killed at least 12 Nigerien 
soldiers in the remote south-western 
region of Tillaberi.

An anti-jihadist operation by na-
tional guards was reportedly “the tar-
get of an ambush” on Sunday evening, 
according to TéléSahel.

This comes as the new military 
ruler  general Abdourahamane 
Tchiani  has proposed a three-year 
transition back to democracy - a call 
rejected by Ecowas - which sent a del-
egation to visit Niger on the weekend 
in a final diplomatic push.

By Special Correspondent 

MARINE protection is important for its own 
sake. We are only passing through this world and 
must leave behind a thriving planet - at least as 
healthy as when we arrived - for those who follow.

Equally, an effectively protected ocean is essen-
tial for people and prosperity in the here and now 
- and to have hope for a better, healthier and more 
resilient future for coastal communities around 
the world.

Coastal resilience, job security, sustainable fish-
ing, equitable tourism, pollution-free beaches, 
renewable energy and so much more - these trib-
utes of a healthy ocean promise boundless divi-
dends for people everywhere, for generations to 
come. The sustainable and equitable use of effec-
tively managed ocean resources is best ensured 
through the establishment and maintenance of 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). These safeguard 
the health of life below and above the ocean sur-
face.

In 2015, the Sustainable Development goals - in-
cluding SDg14 for the ocean - were established by 
all uN Member States to serve as a “shared blue-
print for peace and prosperity for people and the 
planet now and into the future.” under SDg14, 
there is a specific target to “sustainably manage 
and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to 
avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 
strengthening their resilience, and take action for 
their restoration in order to achieve a healthy and 
productive ocean” - as well as pledges to tackle 
marine pollution and overfishing in all its forms. 

Increasing MPAs feeds into all of these.
At COP15, the uN Convention on Biological Di-

versity conference in December 2022, countries 
came together in signing off on the global Biodi-
versity Framework. They committed to protect-
ing at least 30% of land and ocean by 2030, a long-
called-for benchmark of planetary protection 
known as ‘30x30.’

In January, the World Economic Forum’s Ocean 
Action Agenda and Friends of Ocean Action re-
leased the statement Ocean Action in 2023, call-
ing for continued ambitious progress to achieve 
ocean health through the suite of opportunities 
ahead.

The first of these opportunities was the Fifth 
International Marine Protected Areas Congress 
(IMPAC5) that took place in Vancouver, Canada, 
on 3-9 February 2023, highlighted as a major step-
ping stone towards achieving the 30x30 goal.

Many diverse bursts of commitment for ocean 

protection were announced during IMPAC5, 
building on the growing momentum of ocean 
action. These range from defining minimum re-
quired standards for effective MPAs, to pledges 
for ocean conservation. The Canadian govern-
ment also joined a growing swell of voices calling 
for a precautionary approach to the potential ex-
ploitation of resources in the deep ocean, by de-
claring an effective moratorium on deep seabed 
mining under its jurisdiction.

Indigenous peoples and first nations, as well as 
young people from around the world, were front 
and centre at IMPAC5, with wide applause for the 
diversity and inclusion of the broadest range of 
stakeholders at this congress. Diverse voices were 
valued for their critically important perspectives, 
knowledge, ideas, solutions, care and ecological 
stewardship of our ocean. The climate, nature, 
biodiversity and ocean crises cannot be solved 
unless we bring everyone to the table.

Marine protection matters for both people and nature 

Democracy meeting was 
helpful event for clarity

 STAKEhOLDERS and a range of on-
lookers at a democracy meeting held 
in Dar es Salaam at midweek had plen-
ty to chew, and more than enough to 
carry for their own reflections in due 
course. It was not an event to cultivate 
a consensus on what democracy is all 
about, but rather a few key character-
istics, while objectives, and even atten-
dant methods, are open to interpreta-
tion. It was altogether to the point and 
disabusing, for anyone who expected 
a simple formula for all to obey.

Everyone knows the background to 
the meeting and indeed its aftermath, 
and in those regards as well little con-
sensus existed in the meeting, among 
opposition parties and even within 
the ruling party, on its causes and 
outcomes. Suffice it is to say that ‘all 
is well that ends well,’ where remind-
ers were given on the way in which 
democracy is contextual. Mwalimu JK 
Nyerere once rightly said in his time 
that democracy wasn’t a one-size fits 
all panacea.

It is precisely these limitations that 
radical proponents of democracy 
have never accepted, believing that 
when everyone expresses themselves 
as they wish, all will be well. 

Swiss and u.S envoys who attended 
the meeting lent a helpful hand in 
that regard, roundly emphasising that 
practicising democracy includes tak-
ing note of a country’s environment. 
It implies that virtually each country 
has its specific set of limitations, if not 
on paper, then in political usage, and 
those who participate in making use 
of democracy usually respect those 
limits.

The meeting was called by the Tan-
zania Centre of Democracy (TCD) and 
other partners to extensively discuss 
the state of democracy in the country. 

It was partly in view of next year’s local 
government polls and 2025 general 
election. 

A key diplomat noted that the 30 
years journey towards a multiparty 
democracy has not always been easy 
or straight, as certain periods wit-
nessed alarming backsliding. While 
there was no debate on that aspect, 
local observers are well aware there 
is another side to that equation, that it 
wasn’t simple backsliding, as if all was 
well earlier. While it is true that the 
backsliding has been checked, there is 
clear backsliding in some other areas, 
say in the fight against corruption.

Another issue is the seminar refer-
ence to certain events threatening to 
undo the important work that was 
already done in relation to democ-
racy, where most opinion makers will 
agree, unlike in policy issues. Is there 
no threat to undo the important work 
that has already been done to make 
Tanzania a better place to do busi-
ness? Does intervention from this or 
that quarter have in mind the public 
interest, in the sense of revenues or it is 
an issue of specialised interest groups?

The meeting issued a declaration 
enshrining the need for the forthcom-
ing civic polls and the general election 
to be conducted after reviewing laws 
governing elections. 

Permitting questioning of presi-
dential election results in court was a 
substantial demand the stakeholders 
put across, along with an independent 
electoral body, independent candi-
dates and election returning officers 
not drawn from the regional adminis-
tration or local governments.

 These demands are to be expected 
at present; in the current dialogue 
environment, plenty can still be 
achieved.
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By Daniel D. Bradlow

M
aNY people may be tempted to view the 
World Bank’s recent announcement that it 
will freeze new loans to uganda because of 
the country’s vicious anti-LGBtIQ+ law as 

a harbinger of the Bank taking a more progressive ap-
proach to human rights issues.

While the announcement is welcome, based on my 
many years studying the Bank and on my research for my 
forthcoming book, the Law of the International financial 
Institutions, I think there are good reasons to be cautious 
about its significance.

the World Bank, which has been operating for over 75 
years, has 189 member states as shareholders. It funds 
development projects and programmes in member 
states that have annual per capita incomes below about 
us$12,535. the member states elect a Board of executive 
Directors that oversees the Bank’s operations and ap-
proves all its loans.

the Bank’s articles of agreement stipulate that it can-
not base its decisions on political grounds. the articles 
state that the Bank “shall not interfere in the political af-
fairs” of its member states. Nor should its decisions be in-
fluenced by the “political character” of these states.

Moreover, the Bank is instructed that it should only pay 
attention “to considerations of economy and efficiency”. 
and that it should not be affected by “political or other 
non-economic influences or considerations.”

the articles don’t define these key terms. they also 
don’t identify the criteria the Bank should consider when 
deciding if a particular issue should be excluded from con-
sideration because it is “political” rather than “economic”.

this means that this decision is within the exclusive dis-
cretion of the Bank’s decision makers.

Division of labour
the articles were drafted and agreed in 1944. at the 

time, the division of responsibilities between those who 
made the “political” decisions and those who made the 
“economic” ones seemed relatively clear.

It was assumed that each Bank member state, as an 
exercise of its sovereignty, would decide for itself how to 
deal with the social, environmental, and cultural impacts 
and consequences of the particular transaction for which 
it was seeking the Bank’s support.

the Bank, on the other hand, would take the state’s de-
cisions on these issues as given. It would merely consider 
if the particular loan request was technically sound and 

Freeze of loans to Uganda doesn’t mean World Bank is becoming human rights watchdog

By Telesphor Magobe

L
ast week, we briefly looked at unfair ter-
mination of employment in circumstances 
whereby a man secretly goes to his wife’s 
workstation and talks to her employer to 

terminate her employment. there are many married 
women who have fallen victim to this.

We said that by virtue of article 22(1) of the Constitu-
tion of united republic of tanzania (r.e. 2005), every 
person aged 18 and above is entitled to work and by 
virtue of article 9 “the state authority and all its agen-
cies are obliged to ensure that every person who is 
able to work does work, and work means any legiti-
mate activity by which a person earns a living.” this 
article applies to all persons and does not exclude 
women - that is, men and women are equally entitled 
to work or employment.

therefore, when it happens that one is unfairly laid 
off or his or her employment is unfairly terminated, 
that person has the right to sue in court. But if one 
doesn’t sue, they lose their right because “he who 
sleeps over his rights loses them”. that is, only those 
who are vigilant against the abuse of their rights get 
court relief. 

We even cited section 37(1) of the employment and 
Labour relations act (Chapter 366) which states that: 
“It shall be unlawful for an employer to terminate the 
employment of an employee unfairly.”

today, I invite you to briefly look at circumstantial 
evidence. according to Black’s Law Dictionary, cir-
cumstantial evidence “is evidence of facts or circum-
stances from which the existence or nonexistence of 
fact in issue may be inferred…it is the proof of various 
facts or circumstances which usually attend the main 
fact in dispute, and therefore tend to prove its exist-
ence, or to sustain, by their consistency, the hypoth-
esis claimed…it consists in reasoning from facts which 
are known or proved to establish such as are conjec-

What must be proved when relying solely on circumstantial evidence

economically and financially feasible.
this division of responsibility, of course, 

was unrealistic. the Bank’s Board of execu-
tive Directors must approve each loan. they 
represent its member states. It is inevitable 
that officials elected or appointed by – and 
ultimately accountable to states – will pay 
close attention to the political implications 
of their decisions. and that these considera-
tions may trump the technical merits of the 
transaction. thus, inevitably, political con-
siderations, including human rights, have 
always been, at least implicitly, a factor in 
Bank operations.

the futility of the Bank’s attempt to ex-
clude political, including human rights, con-
siderations from its operations can be seen 
at two levels. firstly, at the level of the Bank’s 
relations with its member states. secondly, 
at the level of individual transactions.

a good example of the Bank’s failed ef-
forts to exclude political factors at the 

country level was its decision in the 1960s 
to lend to Portugal and south africa to fund 
the construction of the Cahora Basa dam in 
Mozambique.

the Bank decided to make this loan de-
spite a uN General assembly effort to im-
pose sanctions on these countries because 
of their colonial and apartheid policies.

Many african states, supported by a ma-
jority of uN member countries, argued that 
the loan should have been denied. their 
case was that the policies of the borrowers 
violated the human rights of their subjects. 
they were also a threat to regional peace 
and security.

the Bank’s General Counsel defended 
the decision on the basis of the political 
prohibition in the Bank’s articles and on the 
technical merits of the project. Despite its 
ostensible non-political position, the Bank 
did not make any further loans to south af-
rica until it became a democratic state.

at the individual transaction level, the 
Bank funds projects and programmes that 
have profound social and environmental 
impacts. Consequently, it is forced to pay 
attention to some of the political, including 
human rights, implications of these projects 
and programmes. for example, if it finances 
a road or a renewable energy project, the 
project will require land. the current occu-
pants of the land may need to be moved to 
make way for the project. alternatively, the 
project may have social and environmental 
effects that hurt people. It could, for exam-
ple, affect the surrounding community’s 
ability to grow food, or place the commu-
nity at higher risk of accidents or exposes 
more young girls and women to the risk of 
gender-based violence.

If the affected community belong to mi-
nority groups in the country, with their own 
language, culture, and geographic attach-
ments, they may qualify as indigenous peo-

ple under international law and the 
Bank’s policies. In this case, the project 
may require their free, prior informed 
consent. However, there are disagree-
ments among states and between the 
Bank and some of its member states 
about which communities qualify as 
indigenous and what is required to 
ensure that their rights are respected.

for example, some states and Bank 
stakeholders contend that it is enough 
to seek the consent of the commu-
nity’s leadership. But others maintain 
that the consent can only be estab-
lished if particular vulnerable groups 
within the communities, such as 
women, youth, LGBtIQ+, or disabled 
people, are given specific opportuni-
ties to express their consent.

some states may argue that giving 
such attention to these vulnerable 
groups is inconsistent with local prac-
tices and customs and that the Bank, 
pursuant to its own articles, should 
not be interfering with these internal 
“political” matters.

In all these cases, the Bank has to 
exercise judgement. this means, for 
example, that in the uganda case, the 
Bank could decide that it should not 
extend any new credit to

However, it is also easy to see that in 
another context the Bank – or its Board 
of executive Directors – may conclude 
that on balance it is better to continue 
lending to the particular country de-
spite serious human rights issues. Or 
to a particular project because the 
perceived benefits outweigh the costs. 
the challenge, of course, is ensuring 
that the Bank is making these deci-
sions on a principled and predictable 
basis. and not according to its own 
whims and political preferences. and 
that it can be held accountable for the 
way in which it makes the decisions.

Daniel D. Bradlow is Professor/
Senior Research Fellow at the Cen-
tre for the Advancement of Scholar-
ship, University of Pretoria

Many people may be tempted to view the World Bank’s recent announcement that it will freeze new loans to Uganda because of 
the country’s vicious anti-LGBTIQ+ law as a harbinger of the Bank taking a more progressive approach to human rights issues. 
Credit: World Bank

evidence in their totality, 
and not to dissect and 
consider it piecemeal or 
in cubicles of evidence or 
circumstances.”

In the circumstances, 
the three justices of ap-
peal led by Chief Justice 
(CJ) I.H. Juma concluded 
that the appellant's con-
viction by the trial court 
on the basis of circum-
stantial evidence could 
not stand. thus, the 
Court of appeal allowed 
the appeal, quashed the 
appellant’s conviction 
for murder and set aside 
his sentence of death by 
hanging. It also ordered 
the appellant to be imme-
diately set free, unless he 
was otherwise lawfully 
incarcerated.

Today’s legal maxim: 
“In law the proximate, 
and not the remote 
cause, is to be regard-
ed.”

 The author is a law-
yer based in Dar es 
Salaam. He can be 
reached at t22ma-
gobe@gmail.com

tured to exist.”
Circumstantial evidence may be 

relied on where there is no direct evi-
dence. It is direct evidence when the 
principal fact is attested directly by wit-
nesses, things or documents and it is 
circumstantial evidence when there is 
no direct evidence of an eyewitness.

In criminal cases, singh (2007) in 
his book “Principles of the Law of evi-
dence” argues that it is generally estab-
lished that “in a case resting on circum-
stantial evidence all the circumstances 
brought by the prosecution must inevi-
tably and exclusively point to the guilt 
of the accused and there should be no 
circumstances which may reasonably 
be considered consistent with the inno-
cence of the accused.”  

In the case of sikujua Idd (appel-
lant) v the republic (respondent) in a 
criminal appeal No 484 of 2019 from 
the judgment of the trial High Court in 
Bukoba, sikujua Idd was charged with 
murder, contrary to section 196 of the 
Penal Code [r.e. 2002 now r.e. 2022].

It was alleged that on December 23, 
2014 while he was at Nyakariba Village 
in Ngara District, Kagera region, he 
murdered his father Idd Buturumbe 
and was found guilty, convicted and 
sentenced to suffer death by hanging as 
stipulated in section 26(1) of the Penal 
Code. the prosecution had three wit-
nesses, including two of the appellant’s 

relatives and a fellow villager.
In convicting the appellant, the trial 

court found that the post-mortem ex-
amination report showed Idd Butu-
rumbe suffered from a cut at the head 
and the right upper arm, which led to 
severe bleeding and caused his death. 
On the issue of his murder, the trial 
judge relied on circumstantial evidence 
to incriminate the appellant in the mur-
der.

aggrieved by the conviction and sen-
tence, sikujua Idd appealed to the Court 
of appeal of tanzania. after his appeal 
he got defence counsel who dropped 
his original memorandum of appeal in 
which he had presented seven grounds 
of appeal. 

Instead, his defence counsel present-
ed a supplementary memorandum of 
appeal which stated only one ground 
that the trial High Court Judge erred 
both in law and fact by convicting the 
appellant based on the prosecution's 
case which did not, by circumstantial 
evidence, prove the offence on the 
standard required by law.

However, the state attorney opposed 
the appeal on behalf of the republic. He 
submitted that the prosecution success-
fully discharged its burden of proving 
the case of murder against the appel-
lant and added that the circumstantial 
evidence which the prosecution pre-
sented irresistibly pointed to the appel-

lant as the person who killed his father.   
During the weighing of evidence, the Court of ap-

peal cited the case of shaban Mpunzu (elisha Mpun-
zu v r, criminal appeal No 12 of 2002 (unreported) 
restated that “in a criminal case based purely on cir-
cumstantial evidence, the evidence must irresistibly 
point to the accused's guilt and exclude any other 
person.” 

furthermore, the Court of appeal said there was a 
gap in the circumstantial evidence provided regard-
ing who had killed Idd Buturumbe (the appellant’s 
father), adding that it could be the appellant or any 
other person.

Citing another case of francis alex v r, criminal ap-
peal No 185 of 2017 (unreported), the appeals Court 
said the trial court rejected circumstantial evidence, 
which relied on the evidence of trails of blood found 
at the compound of the appellant because the pros-
ecution did not make any effort to ascertain whether 
the blood was of a human being and of the person 
who was killed. 

It said further that where the prosecution case 
relies on circumstantial evidence, proof of oral con-
fession is only one of the several links in the chain 
of circumstantial evidence requiring proof beyond 
reasonable doubt. “It cannot stand alone to sustain a 
conviction,” the court said.

stressing this point, the Court of appeal cited the 
case of said Bakari v r, criminal appeal No 422 of 2013 
(unreported) in which the court said: "It is established 
law that a charge of murder can be fully proved by cir-
cumstantial evidence. In determining a case centred 
on circumstantial evidence, the proper approach by a 
trial court and an appellate court is to critically consid-
er and weigh all the circumstances established by the 
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By Luis Brizuela

E
MIGratING from Cuba was an agonizing de-
cision for ana Iraida. She left behind family 
and friends; in her backpack she carried many 
hopes, but also the fear of facing dangers on 

the journey to the united States.
“My salary and that of my second job, as an editor, 

were insufficient. I wanted to prosper and help my par-
ents. Nor did I want to have a child in a country where 
it is an ordeal to buy everything from disposable dia-
pers to soap, not to mention food,” the 33-year-old phi-
lologist who, like the others interviewed for this story, 
asked to withhold her last name, told IPS.

after selling her apartment in Havana, she left for 
Nicaragua in December 2022.

“Some friends lent me the rest of the money I need-
ed. I reached Mexico by land. I paid 1,800 dollars to be 
taken to the (u.S.) border. I crossed and turned myself 
in to the border patrol in Yuma, arizona, on New Year’s 
Day,” the young woman said from Houston, texas, 
where she now lives.

estimates put the number of Cubans who emigrated 
in 2022 at 300,000. Of these, some 250,000 attempted 
to reach the united States, the country that receives the 
largest inflow of Cubans and that is only 167 kilometers 
from Cuba across the Straits of florida.

the increase in the exodus from this Caribbean is-
land nation of 11 million people is happening against 
a backdrop of a worsening economic crisis, fueled by 
COVID, the stiffening of the u.S. embargo, partial dol-
larization, waning purchasing power of salaries and 
pensions, shortages of essential products and inflation.

added to this are failures and delays in the imple-
mentation of a set of reforms to modernize the coun-
try, approved in 2011, and the unsuccessful implemen-
tation of monetary reforms since January 2021.

Local officials here argue that the u.S. Cuban adjust-
ment act – known as the “wet foot, dry foot policy” – in 
force since 1966, encourages the exodus, since it made 
all Cubans eligible for permanent residency a year and 
a day after setting foot in u.S. territory.

In the past, the rule benefited all Cubans who set 
foot on u.S. soil. But since January 2017 it only applies 
to those who have entered the country legally.

However, the flow of Cubans into the u.S. slowed 
after President Joe Biden’s administration adopted on 
Jan. 5 a temporary humanitarian residency permit pro-
gram known as parole, similar to the one implemented 
in October 2022 for Venezuelans and previously for 
people of other nationalities.

as of the end of July, more than 41,000 Cubans had 
obtained temporary parole, 39,000 of whom had al-
ready reached the country, the u.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection (CBP) reported on aug. 18.

In addition, after a four-year freeze, on Jan. 4 the u.S. 
embassy in Havana resumed processing immigrant vi-
sas, a decision that the Cuban government welcomed 
as a “necessary and correct step” aimed at guarantee-
ing regular, orderly and safe migration.

Risks and impacts
International organizations and human rights 

groups warn of the risks faced by immigrants en route, 
especially women, children and the elderly, who are 
more likely to become victims of abuse, mistreatment, 
discrimination, extortion, kidnapping and sexual vio-
lence by organized crime groups.

“the journey was stressful,” said ana Iraida. “I could 
have been robbed of my money, raped or even mur-
dered. almost two years ago, when the airports reo-
pened after the COVID pandemic, some young women 
who lived near my house left and their families never 
heard from them again.”

Other migrants never reach their destinations and 
remain trapped in transit countries in overcrowded 
conditions or as victims of violence.

I was also worried “that they would detain me and 
send me back to Cuba, and that in the end I would have 
no home to return to, and be in debt,” added Iraida.

according to the International Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM), women account for 48 percent of inter-
national migrants worldwide and an increasing num-
ber are migrating independently, including as heads 
of households, in search of new opportunities, to join 
their families or to help relatives in their home coun-
tries.

research indicates that this phenomenon, known as 

Growing feminisation of migration in Cuba poses new challenges

the feminization of migration, generates significant impacts on 
demographic, physical, economic, cultural and gender indica-
tors in regions and countries.

Cuba’s January 2013 immigration reform eliminated the 
requirement for exit permits and letters of invitation for na-
tionals residing on the island, extended from 11 to 24 months 
the time they could stay abroad without losing residency, and 
repealed legislation that allowed the confiscation of assets of 
those who left the country.

Subsequent regulations have also favored increased travel 
abroad for personal reasons and the possibility of living tem-
porarily or permanently outside the country, opening the 
doors to a better relationship with the Cuban exile community.

Women make up a majority of those seeking temporary resi-
dence abroad, while men are a majority among those who de-
cide to live abroad permanently, revealed the report of the Na-
tional Migration Survey (enmig 2016-2017), published by the 
National Bureau of Statistics and Information (Onei) in January 
2019.

the survey found that 59 percent of the men and 45 percent 
of the women who decided to live temporarily or permanently 
in another country did so “to improve their economic condi-
tions.”

In the case of women, “getting closer to or visiting family”, 
“supporting or caring for family members” and “helping their 
family here” (35 percent) are the most important motives, 
while they were the main motives for only 21 percent of the 
men.

Focusing on care
researchers have called for more attention to be paid to the 

relationship between the feminization of migration and the 
burden of care.

In the case of Cuba, they say, migration itself often becomes 
a complementary strategy to face the problems associated 
with caregiving.

the economic crisis, the aging demographic and the emigra-
tion of young people and professionals are placing additional 

obstacles on caregivers to provide 
food, buy medicines and manage 
supplies.

“I moved to ecuador seven 
years ago,” Betsy, a 38-year-old 
teacher, told IPS from the city of 
Guayaquil. “My two children were 
born here. My work makes it pos-
sible for me to send money, medi-
cines and other products to Cuba 
to take care of my 80-year-old 
father, who has senile dementia. 
Otherwise, it would be very diffi-
cult for my older sister to provide 
adequate care for him.”

In Cuba, 22.3 percent of the pop-
ulation is over 60 years of age, and 
by 2025 it is estimated that one in 
four of the island’s residents will 
be an older adult.

the National Gender equality 
Survey, published in 2019, showed 
that Cuban women spend an av-
erage of 14 hours more than men 
on unpaid work per week, which 
includes caring for the elderly, 
chronically ill and dependent per-
sons, as well as helping children 
and adolescents with their home-
work.

for its part, the 2017 Nation-
al Survey of Population aging 
(enep), whose data came out in 
2020, showed that about 68 per-
cent of those who provide care 
are women and most are over 50 
years old.

In the case of needing care, 
more than 57 percent of the popu-
lation over the age of 50 prefers to 
receive it from women, according 
to the study.

“I chose to stay and live in Can-
ada almost two years ago,” said 
rocio from Halifax, the capital 
of the Canadian province of Nova 
Scotia. “It has been an ordeal, but 
I have no regrets. It’s a way to help 
my 11-year-old son and my retired 
parents, who are taking care of him 
until we can be together again.”

the 40-year-old translator, who 
lived in the eastern Cuban city of 
Holguín, told IPS that “with my sal-
ary, my son and I were living on a 
tight budget. I could hardly help 
my parents, whose pensions barely 
covered the household bills, medi-
cines and the few foodstuffs they 
could afford. I am far away, I suf-
fer from the separation, but every 
month I can send them money so 
that they can live more comfort-
ably and eat better.”

Increasingly young and female-
dominated emigration is challeng-
ing national development plans on 
a sustainable basis.

“this situation calls for further 
research and public debate on the 
present and future impacts of de-
mographic dynamics such as mi-
gration and aging as they relate to 
the social organization of caregiv-
ing on the island,” argues Cuban 
sociologist elaine acosta.

In the opinion of acosta, execu-
tive director of “Cuido60, Obser-
vatory of aging, care and rights”, 
there is an urgent need “to acceler-
ate and deepen structural reforms 
so that migration ceases to be a 
daily survival strategy and, at the 
same time, to obtain the necessary 
resources to implement appropri-
ate and integrated social policies 
to face the current and future chal-
lenges of aging.”

Several people, mainly women, stand in line to check their tickets at Terminal 3 o the José Martí International Airport in Havana. Ac-
cording to the International Organization for Migration, women represent 48 percent of international migrants worldwide, and more 
and more are migrating on their own. CREDIT: Jorge Luis Baños / IPS

An elderly woman walks in Havana with the help of her companion. The National Survey on Population Aging showed that about 68 
percent of caregivers in Cuba are women, and most of them are over 50 years old. At the same time, more than 57 percent of people 
over 50 prefer to be cared for by women. CREDIT: Jorge Luis Baños / IPS
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Africa’s green business 
opportunities  abundant, 
research by UNEP finds

By Guardian Reporter 
 

a
frICa’s private sector can 
bolster its green agenda 
and drive increased GDP, 
higher income per capita, 

create tens of millions of jobs, and 
foster collaboration between gov-
ernments, businesses and local com-
munities.

this is according to a comprehen-
sive study published by the un envi-
ronment Programme (uneP). 

the africa environment Outlook 
for Business is launched as 54 afri-
can ministers of environment are 
gathered in addis ababa for the 
19th session of the african Ministe-
rial Conference on the environment 
(aMCen). It recommends businesses 
adopt a holistic approach anchored 
in profit, people, planet, prosperity, 
peace, and partnerships. 

elizabeth Mrema (pictured) uneP 
Deputy executive Director, said: 
“this report shows that policymak-
ers can create an enabling environ-
ment for investments that address 
the triple planetary crisis by adopt-
ing robust regulatory frameworks, 
investing in research, innovation, 
and education, as well as promot-
ing public-private partnerships and 
fostering collaboration across gov-
ernments, businesses and local com-
munities.” 

the report showcases a range of 
success stories of green ventures to-
day, as well as data on the potential 
for growth across sectors. 

transitioning to sustainable agri-
culture, which currently contributes 
about 17 per cent to sub-saharan af-
rica’s GDP. embracing organic farm-
ing, precision agriculture, and agro-
forestry are some of the approaches 
that can enhance productivity while 
minimizing negative impacts on eco-
systems and avoiding food insecurity 

and biodiversity loss. 
Digital technologies in agribusi-

ness offer a us$1 trillion market to-
wards feeding the continent's grow-
ing population, estimated to reach 
2.5 billion by 2050.  

Combating soil erosion can have 
net benefits in nutrients – such as ni-
trogen, phosphorus, and potassium – 
worth us$62.4 billion annually.  

restoring nature can unlock a 
business value of $10 trillion and cre-
ate 395 million jobs by 2030. 

through research, innovation and 
managing aquatic ecosystems, the 
resilience of the blue economy – pro-
jected to generate us$576 billion and 
127 million jobs by 2063 – must be 
sustained in the face of overfishing, 
pollution, and climate change.  

Marine and coastal tourism pre-
sents tremendous opportunities for 
sustainable development in africa, 
with potential value-added of over 
$100 billion by 2030.

africa can become a trailblazer 
in renewable energy solutions, with 
abundant solar, wind, hydro, bio-
mass, and geothermal resources that 
may contribute to a 6.4 per cent in-
crease in GDP from 2021 to 2050. 
Ocean renewable energy is a vast 
untapped resource for africa, with 
the potential to generate between 
100 to 400 per cent of current global 
energy demand.  

Businesses in the energy efficiency 
sector can provide products and ser-
vices, such as lighting systems, smart 
buildings, and efficient industrial 
processes.  

an annual funding gap in climate 
financing of $213.4 billion offers inno-
vative investors a chance to make an 
impact by building africa’s climate 
resilience.  

significant reserves of critical min-
erals like copper, graphite, lithium, 
molybdenum, nickel, zinc, bauxite, 

cobalt, manganese, and platinum – 
handled responsibly – make africa 
essential for electric vehicles, solar 
PV cell technology and wind tur-
bines.   ‘Cool roof paint’ can reflect 
up to 95 per cent of solar heat and 
the need for air conditioning; in-
vestments in clean cooking energy 
sources can support 900 million 
(resulting today in poor health and 
deforestation), and the african LeD 
lighting market may almost double 
by 2028, reaching us$5.49 billion. 

Opportunities in promoting sani-
tation, tackling plastic waste, re-
cycling infrastructure, sustainable 
packaging, e-waste collection and 
refurbishment.  

In the agro-food industry, efficient 
supply chains and food waste reduc-

tion can enhance resource utilisa-
tion while meeting growing food 
demand.  

Plant-based proteins and food 
safety systems can further drive 
growth and sustainable practices. 

the european union-funded 
swItCH africa Green initiative and 
switchMed programmes, which ex-
emplify the viability of turning to 
a circular economy in benefitting 
more than 3,000 MsMes and eight 
sub-saharan african countries in 
agriculture, integrated waste man-
agement, manufacturing, and tour-
ism.  

the fast-growing fashion and tex-
tiles sector in sub-saharan africa is 
valued at approximately $31 billion 
and presents opportunities such as 

sustainable material sourcing, recy-
cling, ethical manufacturing, rental 
and sharing models, and consumer 
education.  

the african automotive market is 
dominated by used vehicles, paving 
the way for businesses to thrive in 
vehicle recycling, remanufacturing, 
battery recycling, shared mobility 
solutions, repair and maintenance 
services, circular supply chain man-
agement, and training and skills de-
velopment.  

the financing gap for environmen-
tally sound technologies (ests) must 
be addressed. In 2020, only $6.07 
billion flowed into the continent for 
ests, while the global exported tech-
nology value reached $1.17 trillion. 

a pipeline of 360 ongoing sustain-

YAOUNDE

BOuKara abba, a smallholder farmer in the Mo-
zogo locality of Cameroon's far north region, looked 
happily at his flourishing maize and okra which he 
planned to harvest next month.

It was a couple of minutes after midday as it drizzled 
on abba's approximately three-hectare farm.

the 31-year-old is one of several young people who 
have found fortune in agriculture in the volatile re-
gion. since 2014, a wide area of the region is suffering 
from the fighting between Boko Haram, the terrorist 
group, and government forces.

Many communities in the region have faced re-
newed violence in recent months. the armed con-
flict and worsening humanitarian crises have left 
the region's agriculture sector struggling as more 
than half of the displaced persons come from agri-
cultural backgrounds.

some of them were reported to have one meal a 
day with children and women suffering the most.

thanks to an agricultural program by the Inter-
national Committee of the red Cross (ICrC), how-
ever, the displaced persons are now earning a living 
through farming.

"there was no one to give us seeds before the red 
Cross arrived," said abba who hosts 20 displaced 
people in his house.

so far this year, the ICrC initiative has assisted 
26,000 displaced people, returnees and host com-
munities with agricultural inputs and cash to in-
crease their crop production, said ICrC agricultural 
engineer nouratou Bouba Hadja.

"we assist them with maize, okra, sorghum and 
cowpea seeds. we give fertilizer to families affect-
ed by the conflict and in homes, young people are 
the most active in the production chain. when we 
identify a household, it is generally young people 
who work on the farm," said Hadja who had come 
to supervise abba's farming activities. "the objec-
tive is to improve agricultural production of these 
vulnerable families and after the production, they 
can now eat and sell their products to take care of 
other needs such as health needs or the education 
of children. It is a revenue-generating activity for 
these families." 

for abba, the agricultural program has lifted 
young people out of poverty and unemployment. 
"everything has changed. Production has increased. 
as a young man, we were unemployed. today ICrC 
came (and helped us) and now we are living our 
lives," said the father of three.

for Gui Daidi who was displaced from Zeleved 

ICRC sows seeds of hope for conflict-affected young farmers in Cameroon

village, there is never a 
question that his six chil-
dren would have to get their 
hands dirty and learn how to 
grow their own food.

"the ICrC program has 
helped young people to stay 
away from crime and trou-
ble. no other job could pro-
vide the same security as 
farming because people will 
always have to eat so there is 
always money to be made," 
said the 57-year-old who now 
lives in Mozogo with his fam-

ily.
In Kerawa, a locality in the 

region that shares a porous 
border with nigeria and is 
notorious for constant Boko 
Haram raids, Hadja Cheripou 
gets set to prepare the even-
ing meal.

the 57-year-old fled to set-
tle in Kerawa during the heat 
of the conflict to restart her 
life. she said that before now, 
the community leader and 
some good people in the lo-
cality were assisting her and 

her 13 children with food 
and other daily needs. now 
with the good harvest she 
got from the seeds and cash 
assistance, she is able to take 
care of her family. "My chil-
dren and I now have enough 
to eat. Life is better now," she 
said.

"we had nothing. My chil-
dren and grandchildren now 
feed well," said 54-year-old 
wandala Hoda whose 22 chil-
dren are now all farmers.

the agricultural partner-

ship between the Cameroo-
nian government and ICrC 
has made farming profitable 
and cool for young people 
and the region safer, said 
simplice sadou, far north 
regional chief of agriculture 
and rural development.

"since this partnership 
started two years ago with 
ICrC, we've had a good quan-
tity of quality seeds that are 
produced in the region," 
sadou said. "seed industry 
is very important. we have 

able infrastructure projects worth 
$100 billion in sectors – including 
energy, information and communi-
cations technology (ICt), logistics, 
mining and construction (as of 2022) 
and additional tentative projects in 
the same sectors valued at $257 bil-
lion, demonstrates the continent’s 
diverse investment opportunities in 
the transition to net zero emissions.  

Despite immense potential, africa 
utilizes only a fraction of its carbon 
credit capacity concentrated in only 
five countries, due to fragmented 
projects, a scarcity of large-scale de-
velopers, regulatory uncertainties, 
credibility concerns for certain cred-
its and equitable value distribution.  

africa’s untapped potential is esti-
mated at approximately 2,400 met-
ric tons of CO2 equivalent (MtCO2e) 
per annum. It could achieve an ad-
ditional 400 MtCO2e yearly, valued 
at around us$7 billion per year by 
2030.  

Initiatives such as the african Car-
bon Market Initiative (aCMI) and the 
taskforce on scaling Voluntary Car-
bon Markets (tsVCM) recommend 
regional and global actions to scale 
the supply and demand for high-in-
tegrity carbon credits.  

the report notes unique chal-
lenges to many african economies, 
including limited investments, in-
stitutional capacity, scalability, high 
transaction costs, effect transporta-
tion, and access to- and affordability 
of electricity. reducing upfront costs 
and promoting energy-efficient so-
lutions, and innovative financing 
mechanisms must all be prioritized 
by policymakers.

“africa faces not just incredible 
challenges on climate change, na-
ture loss, and pollution, but has a 
uniquely dynamic economic land-
scape, youthful demographic, and 
opportunities for decarbonization, 
digital transformation and for lever-
aging an environmental, social and 
governance (esG) framework for 
sustainability in the business sector,” 
said rose Mwebaza, uneP Director 
and regional representative for af-
rica.

 “with this new report, we hope to 
inspire african entrepreneurs and 
businesses, especially audacious 
first movers, to engage in green 
growth and contribute to sustain-
able development goals.” 

many young people in the indus-
try and this partnership has in-
creased their capacity and today, 
in all the zones where the part-
nership is operational, there is 
an increase in revenue because 
of the quality of the seeds."

as the world commemorates 
International Youth Day on aug. 
12, young people affected by the 
armed conflict in the region now 
find a sense of purpose in the 
valuable farming skills they have 
brought to their new communities. 
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By Queenin Masuabi and Peter Fabricius

A
DMIttING six new members to BrICS will 
add heft to the bloc’s efforts to rebalance the 
global economic and political order. But it 
will also bring its own problems, including 

importing new tensions.
and, in particular, accepting Iran raises the pros-

pects of souring relations with the uS and the wider 
West.

the five BrICS leaders announced on thursday 
after their 15th summit, in Johannesburg, that they 
would admit Iran, egypt, ethiopia, argentina, Saudi 
arabia and the united arab emirates as full members 
on 1 January 2024. twenty-two countries had formally 
applied for membership, and wrangling over which to 
admit delayed by a day the release of the summit dec-
laration and the announcement of the new members.

at the BrICS outreach summit on thursday, when 
the BrICS leaders were joined by about 60 other 
world leaders, they all agreed that the expansion of 
BrICS from five to 11 members would give it greater 
clout.

Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva said 
the addition of the six members would increase the 
combined GDP of the BrICS countries to 37% of global 
GDP in purchasing power parity terms and increase 
its share of the world population to 46%. He dismissed 
concerns that the bloc would become too unwieldy, 
saying its expanded membership would help it to find 
creative solutions to the problems facing the world.

anil Sooklal, South africa’s chief diplomat or “Sher-
pa” on BrICS, said that taking on three oil-rich coun-
tries — Iran, Saudi arabia and the uae — would bring in 
a new part of the global economy which had not been 
represented and would further strengthen the bloc.

He dismissed concerns that admitting Iran could 
fundamentally alter the character of BrICS and an-
tagonise the uS and the West.

“Not at all. Iran has no problem with BrICS. It’s the 
West that has imposed unilateral sanctions against 
BrICS,” he added, referring to Western sanctions on 
russia and Iran.

“BrICS doesn’t recognise unilateral sanctions. Iran 
will add value, so will Saudi arabia and the uae.”

Li Kexin, the Chinese director-general of interna-
tional economic affairs, also dismissed these con-
cerns, insisting that BrICS was not an anti-Western al-
liance and that the expansion did not change that. “We 
are not seeking confrontation,” he insisted.

He was asked, though, if accepting Iran as a new 
member would not heighten tensions with the uS, 
which has a hostile relationship with tehran. Li re-
called that China had recently mediated a reconcilia-

BRICS expansion adds clout to bloc, but also imports new tensions

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa (far right), with fellow BRICS leaders President of Brazil Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (third from right) and President of China Xi 
Jinping (second from right) pose for a photo with delegates, including the six nations invited to join the BRICS group, Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia, during the closing day of the BRICS Summit at the Sandton Convention Centre on 24 August 2023. (Photo: Per-Anders Pettersson / Getty 
Images)

modalities of how we go about 
partner countries and make a de-
termination on when a further ex-
pansion will be appropriate.”

there has been much specula-
tion about whether BrICS would 
change its name and some tongue-
twisting new acronyms have been 
proposed on social media.

But Sooklal said he did not think 
the name would change — or at 
most would change to BrICS-Plus. 
He noted that the G77 + China had 
not changed its name even though 
it now had 120 members.

“the name BrICS has become a 
global brand in terms of champi-
oning the Global South. So we are 
confident the term BrICS will re-
main.”

Sooklal explained that it was im-
portant the six new members fully 
embraced all dimensions of BrICS 
cooperation and fully grasped how 
BrICS functioned. He believed the 
differences between the countries 
would not be a stumbling block for 
the forum.

“We are not saying BrICS must 
be a homogeneous entity — the 
global community is not homoge-
neous. Yes, there are differences, 
but we are not bringing those into 
the BrICS group; we are mature 
enough to bracket those,” he said.

Many were surprised by Indone-
sia’s exclusion from the expansion 
while ethiopia was asked to join 
the grouping instead. 

Daily Maverick understands that 
the BrICS leaders could not reach 
a consensus about inviting Indone-
sia, with one country refusing to 
back this move.

ethiopia and egypt were en-
dorsed by South africa. Daily Mav-
erick understands that the inclu-
sion of ethiopia was because South 
africa did not only want to include 
a country from North africa while 
it also felt that egypt was perceived 
as a Middle eastern country. DM

De Carvalho said relations between Iran and argen-
tina remained strained by suspicions that Iran had 
been behind a major terrorist attack on a Jewish cen-
tre in Buenos aires in 1994.

Nevertheless, he added that BrICS was already an 
organisation of five countries with very different inter-
ests and that China and India had continuing border 
disputes which had recently flared into warfare. 

De Carvalho said he believed russia had sponsored 
Iran’s admission not only for ideological or geopoliti-
cal reasons, but for economic reasons as it sought new 
markets in the Middle east and africa to replace those 
lost in europe because of sanctions against its inva-
sion of ukraine.

He said South africa had backed egypt and ethiopia 
to get another african country into the bloc.

Saudi arabia and the uae were probably backed by 
China and India, respectively, though he added there 
was probably wide consensus on admitting the rich oil 
states, not least because they would boost the bloc’s 
economic heft and make the move towards trading in 
local currencies — rather than the uS dollar — more 
viable.

Criteria for membership
Sooklal said the guiding principles for the selection 

of additional member states had been finalised by 
heads of state only on tuesday. 

these included that countries should have a sub-
stantial population, should be from the Global South 
and be in good standing in their regions. they also 
sought to have a fair geographic representation, cou-
pled with diversity. 

“I think it is a good mix because it is one of the guid-
ing principles. We admitted a country — argentina — 
from Latin america, two from africa, egypt and ethio-
pia, and three from Western asia. We are looking to 
develop the criteria for partner countries, and minis-
ters have been tasked to formulate criteria,” he said.

Li disclosed that until the last minute, the five BrICS 
leaders had only intended to admit new members as 
BrICS partners. But they had then realised they had 
to take the candidates more seriously and admit them 
as full members. He said the BrICS foreign ministers 
had been tasked with establishing partnerships with 
the others in the list of 22 that had formally applied 
for membership but had not been granted it this week.

Sooklal said even with 11 countries, the expanded 
BrICS was a small group out of the totality of the 
Global South.

“the door is not shut on the other members who 
have not been admitted. So we now have to work on 

tion between Iran and its regional rival Saudi arabia.
“Happily, they both joined BrICS together,” he added, saying that BrICS 

could now become a platform for continuing to improve relations between 
Iran and Saudi arabia.

Potential tension
However, Gustavo de Carvalho, a senior researcher on russia-africa ties 

at the South african Institute of International relations, cautioned that the 
expanded membership could import some problems.

He noted that Lula had championed Brazil’s neighbour argentina, which 
currently, like Brazil, has a progressive government. However, he warned 
that either a centre-right or a far-right party in argentina was favoured to 
win the elections in October and this could usher in an anti-BrICS govern-
ment.

Despite China’s brokering of a reconciliation deal between Iran and Sau-
di arabia, he said, there were still considerable tensions between them. 

He believed that admitting egypt and ethiopia could import the tensions 
between the two countries over ethiopia’s construction of the giant Grand 
ethiopian renaissance Dam on the Blue Nile, which Cairo says could en-
danger its vital water supply.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi shake hands next to Foreign Minister of Russia 
Sergei Lavrov during the Friends of BRICS Leaders dialogue at the 15th BRICS Summit, in Johannesburg, South Africa, 24 August 
2023. EPA-EFE/KIM LUDBROOK



 By Beatrice Philemon

Tea farmers will start to pro-
cess their produces through 
their cooperatives, thanks to 
the new programme planned 
by the Tanzania Tea Board 
(TTB).

Nganga Mkonya, TTB 
economist said this recently 
at the just ended Afro World 
Afri Food 2023 International 
conference, exhibition and 
awards took place at the Dia-
mond Jubilee which was at-
tended by local and foreign 
participants.

“To start with, smallholder 
tea grower in Sakale village,  
Koregwe district, Tanga Re-
gion have already installed 
small scale processing factory 
with the capacity to produce 
15.6 metric tons of tea leaves 
per annum with the support 
from Care International and 
TBT as pilot project,” he said.

The main goal is to promote 
value addition to tea leaves at 
high quality in order to meet 
both local and international 
markets standards.

TBT is  also sensitizing co-

operative societies across the 
country)  to establish invest-
ment fund  through Tanzania 
Smallholder Tea  Growers Co-
operative Union (TASTGCU)  
that will  assist  them to build  
20 small scale tea processing 
factories in 14 district councils 
where the crop is cultivated .

He said the government has 
also planned to purchase and 
install of small scale machines 
for processing specialty tea in 
14 districts.

Elaborating on the major 
efforts that are undertaken 
by the board  to promote the 
tea production, he said TBT 
is sensitizing smallholder tea 
growers in all growing areas  
to set up irrigation farming 
system in their farms to en-
able  them operate their farm-
ing activities more effectively  
during the draught season in 
order to cope with the climate 
change.

Also the government has 
plans for constructing of irri-
gation channels in tea farms 
as a way of sufficing the raw 
material (green leaf tea) re-

quirements, especially during 
the draught season ( June to 
October).

In a bid to help farmers re-
duce transport cost, the gov-
ernment has been able to es-
tablish Dar es Salaam Online 
Tea Auction to address the 
high transportation costs to 
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BUSINESS ‘Business leaders have pledged to 
accelerate digital transformation’

 By Henry Mwangonde 

BUSINESS leaders 
have pledged to 
increase innova-
tive and collabo-

rative efforts geared towards 
accelerating digital transfor-
mation in the country.   

Their commitment is in 
line with addressing regula-
tory frameworks, data sov-
ereignty, and mind-set, the 
factors that they identified 
as impediments to faster 
digital integration.  

They made the commit-
ment during a recent dia-
logue session facilitated by 
the CEO Roundtable of Tan-
zania (CEOrt). 

The discussions focused 
on ‘Digital Transformation 
through Innovation and Col-
laboration’, engaging stake-
holders from the Public and 
Private Sectors.

The pace of digital trans-
formation across the world 
has accelerated, and a new 
era of opportunities and 
challenges has emerged af-
ter disruptions in the global 
market shaped how coun-
tries reimagine possibilities.

Minister for Information, 
Communication, and Infor-
mation Technology, Nape 
Nnauye, emphasized the 
government’s commitment 
to fostering an environment 
where innovation thrives 
and collaboration with the 
business community is en-
hanced in order to support 
socio-economic develop-
ment.

 “Technology is just a tool; 
the real power lies in how 
we wield it, and it is in this 
wielding that the principles 
of innovation and collabora-
tion take centre stage,” said 
Nnauye.

Tanzania has certainly 
come a long way in the use 
of technology, as indicated 
in the GovTech Maturity 
Index (GTMI) 2022 report 
which placed the country 
at 26th position in the globe 
with effective use of Infor-
mation and Communication 
Technology (ICT) in deliver-
ing public services (up from 
the 90th position in 2021).

In the realm of digital ad-
vancement, where the gov-
ernment has a key facilitator 
role to play and the Private 
Sector is instrumental in 
innovating and executing 
transformative initiatives, 
the importance of smart 
Public Private Partnerships 
cannot be overstated.

Tanzania’s digital land-

 By Guardian Reporter

The government has said is cur-
rently working to solve the taxation 
challenge facing hospitals and compa-
nies when they are importing medical 
equipment and human drugs.

Dr. Godwin Mollel, deputy Minister 
of health said in Dar es Salaam yester-
day while opening the second inter-
national exhibition of medicine and 
laboratories that involved more than 
100 companies from inside and out-
side the country that the government 
has started taking actions including 
meeting relevant authorities.

“I have heard your concerns that 
you are being highly taxed when you 
import medical devices and medi-
cines. Sometimes you argue with the 
relevant authorities (TRA) about those 
devices that some are not medical de-
vices, which causes tax to be levied at 
the port of entry,” said Dr. Mollel.

Dr. Mollel said the government rec-
ognizes the importance of companies 
that produce and sell medical devices 
and medicines in the country, which 
are important in economic develop-
ment and welfare of the people, so it 
will work together in helping them.

He said that in order to ensure that 
there is equality, justice and to elimi-
nate grievances in the health sector, 
he will hold a meeting with the lead-
ers of the Medical Store Department 
(MSD), Ministry of Finance and Min-

istry of Health to resolve all existing 
problems.

Dr. Mollel said: “The government is 
aware of the challenges they face. So 
we will go to solve them because you 
contribute a lot to the improve health 
facilities in this country”.

The Deputy Ambassador of India in 
the country, Manoj Vernan said that 
the exhibition is a continuation of the 
cooperation between Tanzania and 
India that has lasted for more than 50 
years.

He said medical devices and medi-
cines produced by companies from 
India are for the benefit of the people 
of Tanzania in helping the delivery of 
health services.

“Indian hospitals have a relationship 
with Tanzanian hospitals in providing 
treatment and training. This partner-
ship was established by the founders 
of these countries,” said Vernan.

President of the Tanzania Pharma-
cists Association (TPS), Fadhil Heze-
kiah said the aim of the exhibition is to 
attract investors to build pharmaceuti-
cal factories in the country.

He said drug importers in the coun-
try are facing various problems, in-
cluding taxation of equipment, medi-
cal equipment and drugs produced in 
the country as more expensive than 
those from abroad, as well as the ab-
sence of indicative prices for medical 
equipment and drugs.

Government works on 
medical equipment, 
drugs imports taxes

scape is being molded by 
various elements, includ-
ing the broadening of net-
work coverage, introduc-
tion of high-speed internet 
services, and increasing in-
tegration of mobile money 
technologies.

Vodacom Tanzania is 
demonstrating a strong 
commitment to bolstering 
technological investments 
within the country.

This could be attested to 
initiatives such as a digital 
accelerator program tai-
lored to support tech start-
ups, Vodacom is resolute 
in its mission to leverage 
technology to transform 
lives.

 “The journey to digital 
transformation cannot 
be walked alone. Public-
private partnerships are 
pivotal. These collabora-
tions can bridge the digital 
divide and enhance deliv-
ery,” said Vodacom Tan-
zania Managing Director 
Philip Besiimire. 

In Africa, a continent 
often underestimated, a 
striking testament to its 
digital potential is its mo-
bile usage, 72 percent of 
its vibrant population uses 
mobile phones regularly.

On the other hand, MIC 
Tanzania Ltd (Tigo) re-
mains actively engaged in 
conducting diverse cam-
paigns aimed at fostering 
a digital culture among its 
customer base.

The canvas on which 

Tanzania’s digital future 
is being painted may only 
have initial sketches for 
now, but industry captains 
in multiple sectors are in-
spired to contribute to its 
evolving composition.

The world today finds 
itself on the verge of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion (4IR), where technolo-
gy has a significant impact 
on every aspect of life.  

This extends beyond 
business operations, 
fundamentally altering 
societal dynamics and re-
shaping the contours of 
national economies.

In Africa, digitisation is 
making a notable impact, 
particularly through the 
avenue of mobile technol-
ogy, by driving significant 
strides in financial inclu-
sion.

While financial institu-
tions have traditionally 
taken established prod-
ucts and translated them 
into digital offerings, 
there is ample room for 
improvement across the 
board.

Financial institutions 
are in a strong position to 
analyse customer behav-
ior and understand un-
derlying needs to enhance 
digital services.

A good example is Aza-
nia Bank Ltd’s strategic 
partnerships, which aim 
to elevate digital financial 
services, ultimately bridg-
ing gaps and providing ef-

ficient banking solutions 
to the financially under-
served demographic.

 Similarly, Stanbic Bank 
Tanzania, has acknowl-
edged the role of digital 
services as a catalyst for its 
business operations, pro-
gressively evolving into an 
entity that harnesses digi-
tal resources to enhance 
cost management prac-
tices.

The bank’s Head of Cor-
porate and investment 
banking, Manzi Rwegasira, 
said client needs and ex-
pectations are constantly 
changing.

“Clients are looking for 
individualized service and 
solutions. In order to re-
main relevant to custom-
ers, digital transformation 
is inevitable,” he said.

“At Stanbic Bank, we are 
collaborating with various 
partners to ensure that our 
products and services are 
innovative and relevant so 
as to cater to the changing 
needs of our customers.”

Edwin Bruno - CEO  at 
Smart Africa Group (SAG) 
, advocated for starting 
with a shared vision of 
collaboration and clearly 
delineating how each 
partner could  contribute 
value to the partnership.

Bruno said strategic 
partnerships with mobile 
networks and financial in-
stitutions facilitate seam-
less digital payments, em-
powering each participant 

Tea farmers to start processing their leaves through cooperatives
Dr. Godwin Mollel, deputy Minister of health

Minister for Information, Communication, and Information Technology, Nape Nnauye

to assume an important 
role in materialising the 
collective vision.

As part of the evening’s 
discussions, business lead-
ers agreed that Tanzania’s 
journey toward digital 
transformation through 
collaboration is undeni-
ably promising.

However, they said 
there’s a prevailing con-
sensus that their current 
progress still falls short of 
where they want to be.

Recognizing the gap in 
terms of appreciation for 
technological innovations, 
Harish Bhatt - Managing 
Director of Soft-Tech Con-
sultants Ltd, called out for 
the limited usage of data 
analytics by the private 
sector.  

 Bhatt stressed the latent 
potential for leveraging 
data analytics by catego-
rising data based on be-
havioural patterns instead 
of demographic factors.

This strategic approach, 
he emphasized, holds the 
capability to predict con-
sumer needs and generate 
invaluable insights.

“Embracing technology 
and digital transformation 
is not just about adopting 
new tools—it’s about forg-
ing the future of business.

 “At Soft-Tech Consult-
ants, we believe in not 
only navigating the digital 
landscape but mastering 
it, but ensuring that every 
leap forward becomes a 
strategic advantage for our 
partners.”

This assumption hinges 
on the premise that end 
users will furnish accurate 
data for effective utilisa-
tion, requiring a founda-
tional level of trust.

 Zuweina Farah, exter-
nal affairs and Vodacom 
Foundation director, iden-
tified factors like regula-
tory frameworks, data sov-
ereignty, and mindset as 
elements impeding faster 
digital integration.   

She recommended in-
tegrating design-thinking 
skills into the education 
system to ensure that 
startup innovations align 
with societal needs, ensur-
ing their sustainability.

George Mulamula, CEO 
of Technovate under-
scored the necessity for a 
shift in mindset away from 
replicating existing norms 
and towards innovating 
solutions that hold perti-
nent market value.

the most important cash crops that 
help Tanzania to obtain foreign 
currency and 80 percent of tea 
produced in Tanzania is exported 
in overseas because of its unique-
ness.

He called on investors from USA, 
Africa, Europe and Asia continents 
to come in Tanzania to invest in tea 
farming and processing.

Highlighting on tea trade, he said 
in 2021, a total of 26, 550,260 Kg of 
tea that is equal to 13 percent were 
exported and sold within the coun-
try.

Among those, a total of 3,393,176 
Kg of tea were sold within the 
country, 8, 585.570 Kg were export-
ed through Mombasa   Tea Auction 
while the remained 14,571,514 Kg of 
tea were exported direct in other 
countries.

Also in 2020, a total of 26, 
730,090 Kg of tea that is equivalent 
to 17 percent were also exported 
and sold within the country.

Among those,  4, 607, 592 kg of tea 
were sold in Tanzania, 8,627,096 kg  
of tea  exported  through Mombasa 
Auction and 13,495.402 Kg of tea  
were exported directly  in other 
countries.

Mombasa Tea Auction.
The online auction will be 

located at Mivinjeni area in 
Temeke Municipal Council 
and will be supervised by Dar 
es Salaam Based Company- 
Bravo Group Ltd.

Tanzania has big potential 
to penetrate in international 

market because of the agro-
ecological zone it has – that is 
equatorial regional to lead in 
this market.

Currently Tanzania has 
30,000 smallholder tea grow-
ers who mostly depend on 
tea farming as the source of 
income, employment and 

household earnings.
Among those 80 percent 

are in Southern Highlands in 
Njombe, Iringa, Mbeya and 
the remained farmers are in 
Nothern Highland –Tanga 
Region, Kagera and Mara Re-
gions.

In Tanzania, tea is one of 



 By Guardian Correspondent, Nairobi

A
rtificial Intelligence (AI) 
and small to mid-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) are 
projected to play a sig-

nificant role in driving rapid growth 
of the communications platform-as-
a-service (CPaaS) market in the next 
seven years, global cloud communi-
cations company Infobip has said.

The “CPaaS Growth Outlook 2023” 
report shows that the global mar-
ket for cloud-based communication 
platforms is poised to surge, reach-
ing US$100 billion by 2030. This 
forecast marks a substantial increase 
from the current valuation of US$20 
billion.

“We’re seeing CPaaS technology 
helping organizations of all sizes 
with an efficient way to reach, com-
municate and retain their custom-
ers via very efficient tools. The fast-
moving pace of the world driven by 
digital transformation is leading Tan-
zanian businesses to be more agile, 
flexible and scalable by meeting the 
customer where they are,” said Info-
bip Key Account Executive Duncan 

Mochama.
The report by CPaaS Acceleration 

Alliance (CPaaSAA) in collaboration 
with influential analysts and key in-
dustry players, suggests that in the 
next three years, about 90 percent of 
global enterprises will strategically 
harness CPaaS as a vital IT skill set. 

CpaaS is a cloud communication 
platforms as a service that empow-
ers organisations and developers to 
seamlessly integrate communication 
functionalities into their applica-
tions. 

Through Application Program-
ming Interfaces (APIs) and software 
development kits (SDKs), these plat-
forms offer the ability to seamlessly 
embed voice, video, chat, and mes-
saging into applications and services. 

The versatility of CPaaS permits 
businesses to effectively utilise vari-
ous communication channels such 
as SMS, voice, or popular messaging 
apps like WhatsApp, Viber, and Mes-
senger. This adaptability facilitates 
the adoption of new communication 
channels in line with shifting cus-
tomer preferences. 

Examples of CPaaS-driven mes-

sages include order confirmations, 
shipping updates, marketing com-
munications, appointment remind-
ers, password reset notifications, 
notifications for new device account 

logins, voice authenticationamong 
others. These SMS messages can be 
either scheduled or triggered.

“AI seamlessly integrates with 
CPaaS due to its maturity. Speech 

recognition, chatbots, and image 
recognition have achieved remarka-
ble accuracy levels, enabling crucial 
workflows via phone, chat, and mes-
saging,” Mochama added.

Mochama highlights the growing 
trend of AI-powered chatbots serv-
ing customer and agent support 
needs, in addition to workflow au-
tomation that employs AI to detect 
and address potentially risky or non-
compliant scenarios.

Mochama says that unlike in the 
past, now the customers want to feel 
valued by being heard. 

 “Customers are seeking person-
alized messages, motivating busi-
nesses to tackle this challenge by 
adopting technologies like CPaaS. 
With Internet Penetration across the 
region coupled with ease of access to 
features and smart mobile phones, 
personalized experience to end us-
ers is no longer an option in all verti-
cals (BFSI, Travel and Hospitality, E-
Commerce and Retail, Healthcare),” 
said Mr Mochama.

Artificial Intelligence
 The fusion of AI and CPaaS can 

streamline processes such as gener-

ating automatic post-call transcripts, 
which are then stored in customer 
records. This enhancement optimiz-
es agent productivity between calls. 

Insights from the “Infobip Mes-
saging Trends 2022” report revealed 
that majority of customers – 68 per-
cent – want to do business or buy 
from fintech companies that offer 
messaging-based communication. 
Forecasts indicate the fintech mar-
ket is poised for nearly a twofold ex-
pansion by 2027.

Covid-19 Pandemic Acceleration 
of Digitalization

The Covid-19 pandemic, accord-
ing to the report, expedited existing 
trends in mobility and digitalization 
for numerous companies, largely 
facilitated by CPaaS communication 
channels, connectivity, and automa-
tion. A notable example is the surge 
in popularity of telemedicine ser-
vices, where patients access medi-
cal consultations remotely through 
video and messaging.

In recent years, in-app communi-
cation has increased in popularity, 
leading to a reduction in traditional 
telephone SMS and voice call traffic.
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Al, SMEs to drive rapid growth of communications platform

 By Guardian Reporter, Rufiji

The Minister of natural resources and 
tourism has unveiled investment oppor-
tunities available in Rufiji district of which 
require investors interests, both locals and 
foreigner.

He mentioned available investment op-
portunities as forests, tourism, fishing, agri-
culture and social services.

“The district has 6,500 square kilometer 

of forest reserve which require investments 
in tourism and hospitality,” the minis-
ter said during the launch of CRDB Bank 
branch in Rufiji.

The minister said as an old district with 
improved infrastructure and social services 
delivery, Rifiji is also located on the strate-
gic area of Indian Ocean coast, Rifiji has ar-
able land for agriculture including cashew 
nuts, sugar cane sesame and other com-
mercial crops.

He said the district has 300,000 hectare 
of land allocated for agricultural activities 
under irrigation system from River Rufiji, 
one of the largest water bodies in Tanzania 
mainland.

He revealed that the new sugar process-
ing plant is expected to be constructed 
in the district, which will increase the de-
mands for sugarcane.

‘The decision by the government to build 
the Julius Nyerere Hydro Power Project 

Mchengerwa unveils Rufiji’s 
investment opportunities 

 By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Kilolo

Kilolo District council collected total 
revenue amounting to 4.1bn/- during 
the financial year 2022/2023, which is 
equivalent to 88.1 percent of the targeted 
4.8bn/-.

The Kilolo District Council Planning Of-
ficer Lucas Daudi, who represented the 
District  Executive Director (DED) Laini 
Kamendu said during the financial year 
2022/23, the district council was author-
ized to collect, receive and spend 49.1bn/ 
- for paying staff salaries, other expenses 
and the implementation of development 
projects.

Until June 30, 2023 a total of 41.63bn/- 
have been received equal to 88.4 percent, 
of which the council’s internal revenue 
budget is 4.8bn/-, but so far, 4.1bn/- have 
been collected, explained Daudi.

He said the success resulted from coop-
eration between councilors, executives 
and the use of electronic tax collection 
machines, close monitoring and creating 
revenue monitoring teams formed at the 
council level.

In another step, the council has started 
to install CCTV cameras on barriers and 
gates to monitor revenue collections on 
food crops and forests products, to pre-
vent the loss and leakage of revenue.

The district commissioner Peres Magi-
ri has therefore congratulated the district 
council authority for collecting 4.1bn/- 
revenue, but directed the council to take 

legal action against employees who were 
involved with the loss of 175mn/-.

“I would like to take this opportunity 
to direct that we cooperate in uncover-
ing who were involved in a loss of in-
come through various sources including 
through Point of Sales (PoS), so all those 
involved in the loss should be taken legal 
action...,” said Magiri.

DC Magiri mentioned the areas where 
the cameras have already been installed 
as Ndiwili on the border between Kilolo 
and Iringa districts and Ruaha-Mbuyuni, 
bordering Kilolo and Morogoro districts 
respectively.

“If we install these cameras and then 
they are tempered with especially to the 
young people who are in charge of the 
gates, we ask them to be very careful be-
cause they may find themselves in trou-
ble,” he said. He added that the council 
needs to collect sufficient funds in order 
to implement various development plans 
and projects.

Kilolo District Council Chairperson 
Anna Msolla said the district council is 
expected to take legal actions against 
women, youth and people with special 
needs groups who have failed to repay 
their loans they borrowed from allocated 
a special district fund as required by the 
government.

Msolla emphasized that for groups that 
will fail to repay their loans by 30/09/23, 
legal action will be taken including being 
brought to the court.

Kilolo district collects 88.1pc of revenue targets

Minister of natural resources and tourism Mohammed Mchengerwa (R ) and CRDB Bank chief commercial officer Boma Raballa (2nd L) open 
curtains to officially inaugurates CRDB Bank’s Rufiji branch yesterday. Photo by Guardian Correspondent

Infobip Key Account Executive Duncan Mochama

 BEIJING

China’s securities regulator convened a meet-
ing with some of the world’s biggest asset man-
agers on Friday, its latest attempt to shore up 
confidence after a record stretch of outflows by 
foreign funds.

Fang Xinghai, a vice chairman of the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission, hosted the 
meeting in place in Hong Kong, people familiar 
with the matter said, asking not to be identified 
discussing private information.

Fidelity International Ltd. and Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc. are among those invited, one of the 
people said.

China has long relied on large domestic inves-
tors to support markets during volatile times, but 
is now stepping up efforts to influence some of 
the biggest global funds. 

The meeting came two days after a seminar 
with some of China’s largest institutional inves-
tors where the regulator urged the state pension 
fund, large banks and insurers to increase stock 
investments.

Global funds have been fleeing the mainland 
market, offloading almost $11 billion in a thirteen-
day run of withdrawals through Wednesday, the 
longest since Bloomberg began tracking the data 
in 2016. 

China’s economy is struggling to regain mo-
mentum following years of Covid restrictions, a 
housing slump and a crackdown on the coun-
try’s private sector.

Separately, regulators unveiled a further eas-
ing of its mortgage policies on Friday to revive its 
residential property market.

The CSI 300 Index of shares in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen dropped 0.4 percent on Friday, ex-
tending its slump this month to 7.6 percent and 
keeping it as one of the world’s worst performers 
this year.

A top Chinese hedge fund has blamed foreign 
investors for sinking the stock market. Li Bei, 
founder of Shanghai Banxia Investment Manage-
ment Center, said in an article posted on social 
media platform WeChat that overseas investors 
have stirred up market volatility and, “taken to-
gether, they are a bunch of aimless flies.”

That said, foreign funds have accounted for 
just around 6 percent of the total onshore turno-
ver this year. Overall, they own less than 4 per-
cent of total A-shares outstanding, according to 
a report this month from China International 
Capital Corp.

The CSRC didn’t respond to a fax seeking com-
ment. Fidelity and Goldman declined to com-
ment.

Beijing officials have been on the offensive 
over the past months in trying to reassure inves-
tors of the strength of the economy and their 
openness to foreign investors. A Politburo state-
ment in July promising more support sparked an 
initial rally that quickly faded away as economic 
data continue to disappoint and stimulus fails to 
impress.

China has taken a series of steps to boost inves-
tor confidence recently, including guiding mutu-
al funds to buy their own products, encouraging 
companies to step up share buybacks, and ask-
ing mutual funds to avoid dumping stocks. That 
has achieved little so far, with the CSI 300 Index 
now hovering near its lowest since November.

China attracts 
global investors to 
shore up market

( JNHPP) has brought many incen-
tives that will boost investments in 
the district, which will benefits not 
only local communities, but also in-
vestors who are willing to invest in 
our district,” he said.

“Despite of being the oldest dis-
trict, Rufiji has been closed for a long 
time due to lack of financial services, 
but the establishment of CRDB Bank 
branch, will now benefit different 
groups of the community. This has 
been my long time banker, so I urge 
my fellow citizen to start using their 
services. CRDB Bank has also iMbeju 
programme which is specifically tar-
geting youths and women, which are 
important in our community.”

Speaking during the launch of the 
branch, Boma Raballa, chief com-
mercial officer, CRDB Bank, said the 
bank has positioned to ensure the 
delivery of baking services also facili-
tates investments in both local and 
foreign investors.

“Our bank yesterday obtained an 
approval from the Capital Markets 
and Securities Authority (CMSA) to 
float green bond which will enable 
us to raise 780bn/- from both local 
and foreign investors. The planned 
funds will be invested in green social 
projects and we believe Rufiji is one 
of the areas suitable for such invest-
ments,” he said.

He called for Rufiji residents to 
use the bank for both individual and 
business purposes not only through 
the physical branch, but also agents 
as well as other digital channels.

“Many people believe that bank 
is a place of depositing and with-
drawing cash, but the truth is this 
is a place where you can get in-
vestment advisory, which is rarely 
used by many people. Through our 
CRDB Bank Foundation, we facili-
tate investments among women and 
youths through giving them seed 
capital and financing at affordable 
requirements,” he said.



By Francis Kajubi

C
ivics profes-
sional teachers 
for primary 
and secondary 

schools are skeptical of 
the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology 
decision of replacing the 
subject with a new one.

The final draft of the 
2023 revised curriculum 
and the 2014 education 
policy 2023 edition suggest 
for the replacement of the 
subject.

The final draft of the 
2023 curriculum suggests 
that Civics shall be replaced 
by the new subject known 
as History of Tanzania and 
Ethics which according to 
experienced teachers and 
education stakeholders 
will hold back efforts 
towards grooming 
responsible citizens from 
school.

Gratian Mukoba, former 
president of the Tanzania 
Teachers Union (TTU) said 
in an exclusive interview 
earlier this week in Dar es 
Salaam that he doesn’t see 
the new proposed subject 
embracing civic education 
but historic events from 
the colonial rule to date.

“I don’t see the new 
subject setting a proper 
civic education to be 
taught to students at 
all levels. Civics is most 
important in creating a 
responsible community. It 
is the subject that teaches 
people’s responsibility 
to their nation and basic 
rights they should demand 
from the government,” 
said Mukoba.

According to him, 
social issues such as the 
implication of corruption 
in the country’s economy, 
democracy, rule of law, 
and human rights are a 
must for children and 
youth to learn from the 

grassroots stage of their 
education.

“You cannot build a 
nation of civilized and 
responsible people by 
only teaching past events 
which most of them have 
no relevance in today’s 
lifestyle,” he defended.

Mukoba who started 
teaching Civics, History 
and English subjects in 
secondary schools in 
1981 to his retirement in 
2017, said Civics is one 
of the oldest subjects 
taught since colonial rule. 
However, he said the 
subject was replaced by 
the Politics subject in 1965.

He said after Tanzania 
had adopted the Bill 
of Rights in its 1984 
constitution and the 
multiparty system in 1992, 
the subject resumed again 
in primary and secondary 
schools in 1994.

He further pointed 
out that the curriculum 
doesn’t identify how the 
national constitution for 
instance will be taught.

Willbrod Kimaro, a 
specialized Civics teacher 
at Kigamboni (Navy) 
secondary school in Dar 
es Salaam said that he 
is aware that once the 
revised policy is approved 
by the commissioner 
for education and the 
Tanzania Institute of 
Education (TIE), all Form 
one students will have 
to start learning the new 
History of Tanzania and 
Ethics subject.

“I have seen the drafted 
new curriculum but I 
don’t see if it entails topics 
related to Civics but the 
country’s history and the 
creation of patriotic and 
ethical people. I do hope 
that there will be short 
term training courses 
for teachers before the 
adoption of the subject in 
the syllabus,” said Kimaro.
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ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY 8 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:00      Kipindi maalum: FAO 
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35      Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50      Usafiri wako
13:20      Art and Lifestyle
13:50      Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
15:45      Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10      Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Kipindi maalum: Miaka 60 JKT
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15      Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40      Art and lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30    Al jazeera
 
SUNDAY 9 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:50 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:35      Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:45 Mjue Zaidi
22:20 Bongo movie: 
23:30      Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:20 Al jazeera

MONDAY 10 July
5:00        Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 

8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top Ten 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:40  Art and Lifestyle 
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle 
14:15 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     DW: Afrimaxx
18:45    Kipindi Maalum: Brela
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45
22:00     Our Earth
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 11 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25  Jagina
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00  Chetu ni chetu
11:35      Igizo: Mizengwe
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Ripoti maalum
13:35      Shikabamba
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00       Shikabamba 
14:15     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00     Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na Mahakama 
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba

21:30     Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
21:45     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 

WEDNESDAY 12 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Jungu kuu rpt
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      DWTV Afrimaxx rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi maalum: NSSF rpt
14:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Aibu Yako
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35     Ripoti maalum
22:30  Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 

THURSDAY 13 July 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Kipindi maalum: Brela
13:45 Shamsham za pwani rpt

13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15     Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00 Usafiri Wako
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
  
FRIDAY 14 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Usafiri Wako
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing rpt
11:20      Jungu kuu 
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
15:00 Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15      Our Earth
18:45      Kipindi maalum: Soka Bet
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00     Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 

SATURDAY 15 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:00     Kipindi maalum: FAO 
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Usafiri wako
13:20     Art and Lifestyle
13:50     Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen

17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30    Al jazeera
 
SUNDAY 16 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:50 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:45 Mjue Zaidi
22:20 Bongo movie: 
23:30     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:20 Al jazeera

CAPITAL
  
Mon10 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw 
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides Of 

Ana rpt
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorow Today
16:30 Eco@Africa
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Innovation Rpt
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  11 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)

09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides Of 

Ana rpt
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 Décor Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of Ana
21:30  Capital Prime News
22:00 Jagina rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 12 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides of 

Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  13 July
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides of 

Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorrow Today
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 
Frid  14 July
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw

11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides of 

Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:Out & About Rpt
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela The Three Sides of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 15July
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides of Ana
17:15 Eco@Africa
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Music  Club 101 rpt 
23:00  Capchat Rpt
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  16 July
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Dw
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30  Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Eco@Africa
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides of 

Ana
00:00 Al Jazeera

Teachers doubt Civics subject replacement

 KINSHASA

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) wants to 
buy back some of the country’s prized copper and 
cobalt deposits, as the government tries to gain more 
control of crucial green metals.

The assets are some of those owned by Eurasian 
Resources Group, a Kazakh-backed miner and major 
cobalt producer with dozens of DRC mining and ex-
ploration permits. The government and state-owned 
miner Gecamines say ERG has been too slow to de-
velop them — and Gecamines in June told ERG it wants 
to take some over, according to a July letter seen by 
Bloomberg that was sent by the office of Congolese 
President Felix Tshisekedi to ERG’s shareholders.

The offer didn’t include ERG’s key Metalkol copper 
and cobalt tailings project or its Frontier copper mine, 
and no price was mentioned in the letter.

It’s the latest attempt by the DRC and Gecamines 
to regain control of vast deposits of minerals used in 
things like electric-vehicle batteries. Despite supply-
ing about 75% of the world’s cobalt and being a major 
copper producer, most DRC mines are foreign-owned. 
Relations between the state and miners have also 
been strained by issues over environmental damage 
and a lack of local investment.

ERG didn’t confirm that Gecamines had made an of-
fer to buy its assets or whether it’s interested in selling 
any. Talks “are ongoing between ERG and represent-
atives or certain of its affiliates in the DRC, with the 
objective of maintaining mutually beneficial partner-
ships,” it said in a statement this month.

Gecamines executives and President Tshisekedi’s 
office declined to comment. Congo’s mining ministry 
didn’t respond to multiple messages requesting com-
ment.

Gecamines has already tried to take control of one 
of ERG’s undeveloped copper and cobalt assets. In a 
February letter seen by Bloomberg, it told ERG’s Africo 
Resources DRC Sarl subsidiary that it was cancelling its 
undeveloped Swanmines joint venture and demanded 
the return of the permit for the Kalukundi concession 
due to a lack of development.

DRC seeks to 
regain control 
of copper and 
cobalt assets 

curriculum before the re-
vised policy was approved 
and adopted. He said that 
the review of the policy 
was ad hoc with political 
influence rather than aca-
demic reasons.

“Once you have devel-
oped the policy, you can 
introduce the new cur-
riculum, and then develop 
a syllabus, teachers’ guide-
line manual, prepare new 
enough textbooks and spe-
cialized teachers,” he said.

The education expert 
further expressed his 
doubt on the availability of 
required resources once 
the curriculum is brought 

to implementation.
His worries are defined 

in terms of availability of 
textbooks, teaching manu-
als and trained teachers 
who will teach the new 
subject.

“Experience shows that 
the ministry of education 
has been so fast in initiat-
ing new ideas but sluggish 
in creating an environ-
ment for implementation,” 
said Dr. Meena.

Prof. Carolyne Nombo, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, 
without mentioning the 
exact amount, said the 
ministry has in 2023/24 
allocated a specific budget 
for publishing textbooks 
and training the current 
Civics teachers on how to 
teach the new subject.

“There is no need to be 
worried about this trans-
formation. The ministry 
and its regulatory bodies 
are well prepared. The 
process of writing and 
publishing textbooks for 
the History of Tanzania 
and Ethics is well organ-
ized and we are just wait-
ing for the approval of the 
proposed new curricu-
lum,” said Prof. Nombo.

She asserted that the 
implementation of the 
new curriculum will be 
observed in phases. The 

first phase will cover pre-
primary, standard one, 
standard three, Form one 
and Form five. Orienta-
tion of teachers to master 
the new subject is a prior-
ity to be done in person 
and through the Learning 
Management System.

“If the curriculum and 
the policy are approved, 
its implementation will 
start in January 2024 for 
the mentioned levels of 
learning. Students in the 
remaining levels of stand-
ard two, four, and six, form 
two, three, four and six will 
continue with the current 
curriculum and syllabus 
as preparations are made 
for them to adopt the new 
curriculum,” asserted Prof. 
Nombo.

Dr. Aneth Komba, Direc-
tor General Tanzania In-
stitute of Education (TIE) 
said that his office is ready 
to publish textbooks and 
prepare manuals as soon 
as the curriculum is ap-
proved.

She said that as it is for 
the Civic subject, the new 
subject will also affect divi-
sions acquired by students 
if they don’t pass in their 
national exams.

“With publication and 
dissemination of text-
books the institute is firm-
ly encouraging the use of 
soft copy. In making this 

initiative a reality the in-
stitution is engaging three 
mobile companies to initi-
ate a zero rate on access 
to online learning materi-
als. We are still negotiating 
with them and hoping for 
a good conclusion,” said 
Dr. Komba.

According to the Minis-
try of Education, Science 
and Technology budget 
passed by the National 
Assembly in June this 
year, education minister 
Prof Adolph Mkenda said 
that in the financial year 
2023/24 the ministry will 
organize information and 
communication technol-
ogy (ICT) training ses-
sions for 4,500 second-
ary school teachers from 
1,300 government schools 
countrywide.

The ministry will train 
1,300 teachers on com-
petence based teaching 
on different subjects. The 
ministry has plans to reg-
ister 560 new primary and 
secondary schools.

Of these schools 20 are 
pre-primary, 380 are pre 
and primary of which 250 
are government owned 
and 130 are private owned. 
He said the government 
will register new 165 sec-
ondary schools of which 
135 are government owned 
and 30 are private owned.

Kimaro is worried that 
from his experience of 
more than ten years as a 
secondary teacher, most of 
the changes that are made 
in the education sector 
take years to stabilize and 
therefore affect students’ 
learning.

HakiElimu’s Education 
Technical Advisor Dr. 
Wilberforce Meena argued 
that the new curriculum 
puts more emphasis on 
ethical issues than civic 
education.

For example, he said, 
the proposed syllabus of 
the new subject in the 
curriculum indicates that 
students will have to learn 
about ethics before and 
during colonial rule (1890-
1960), after colonialism 
(1961-1966), ethics during 
Arusha Declaration 1967-
1985, and ethics during 
rebellion period 1986 to 
date.

Dr. Meena said the pro-
posed syllabus from the 
new curriculum doesn’t 
embrace critical issues 
which are supposed to be 
taught in the Civics subject 
such as democracy, good 
governance, social justice, 
responsibilities and rights.

According to him, the 
issues that he highlighted 
are of great importance to-
wards realizing the global 
citizenship goal that tar-

gets at promoting global 
citizenship in sustainable 
development to allow in-
dividuals to embrace their 
social responsibility to act 
for the benefit of all socie-
ties, not just their own.

He defended that the 
concept of global citizen-
ship is embedded in the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals though SDG 4: In-
suring Inclusive and qual-
ity education for all and 
promoting lifelong learn-
ing, which includes global 
citizenship as one of its 
targets.

Dr. Meena also blamed 
the accomplishment of the 

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology permanent 
secretary, Prof Carolyne Nombo



16                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Saturday 26   August  2023      

WORLD
Xi talks with Modi on ties

  
ATLANTA

DonalD Trump’s mug 
shot was released on Thurs-
day evening after he was 
booked at an atlanta jail on 
more than a dozen felony 
charges as part of a wide-
ranging criminal case stem-
ming from the former US 
president’s attempts to over-
turn his 2020 election defeat 
in Georgia.

an unsmiling Trump - in-
mate no P01135809, accord-
ing to Fulton County Jail 
records - was captured glar-
ing at the camera in the mug 
shot. The image represented 
yet another extraordinary 
moment for Trump, who did 
not have to submit to a photo-
graph when making appear-

Trump’s mug shot released after booking at Georgia jail

DiSCharGinG nuclear-contami-
nated wastewater from its crippled 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear Power 
Plant into the Pacific ocean on aug. 
24, Japan has labeled itself as an “en-
vironmental polluter.”

Despite the strong opposition and 
doubts both domestically and in-
ternationally, and with obvious and 
widespread risks, Japan still priori-
tizes its self-interests over the long-
term wellbeing of humanity. it only 
reveals the country’s extreme selfish-
ness and irresponsibility. 

This sets a terrible precedent. it 
might be hard for people to believe at 
the beginning that this is happening 
in a country that had long claimed to 

champion environmental protection 
and food safety and had previously 
succeeded in promoting those posi-
tive images of itself. But now, they 
have no choice but to agree that Ja-
pan’s eco-friendly image in the past 
was all hype.

if the country can make the world 
“share” nuclear-contaminated waste-
water, what problems with Japanese 
products can’t it gloss over and then 
peddle to others?

To implement the discharge plan, 
Japan launched various public rela-
tion campaigns, flooding media with 

claims about the water’s so-called 
safety to drown out public worries. 
The country established an 80-bil-
lion-yen (about $547 million) special 
fund to subsidize the fishing industry 
in Fukushima to silence dissent and 
made excuses at the naTo Summit, 
the aSEan-plus foreign ministers’ 
meetings, the Eastern Caribbean 
Ministerial Meeting on Fisheries and 
Sustainable Use of living Marine 
resources and on other occasions. 
Even as the international atomic En-
ergy agency clarified its report was 
not an endorsement, Japan still mud-

died the waters. 
once discharged, radionuclides in 

the water will quickly spread, inflict-
ing different types of biological dam-
age. Japan disregards the importance 
of the environment and ecology, and 
its reckless dumping poses grave 
threats to marine life, ecological 
chains, and human health. Japan’s 
actions epitomize irresponsible 
ocean pollution and environmental 
destruction.

Bad deeds inevitably backfire. Ja-
pan’s arrogance has drawn strong 
international condemnation and will 

definitely be taken countermeasures 
by impacted nations. The discharge 
will also cause lasting reputational 
damage for the country.

Trust and respect are the most 
valuable things. Japan’s ocean dis-
charge aligns with the country’s 
strategic ambitions. it will generate 
short-term economic gains and faits 
accomplis, but Japanese leaders 
prioritizing quick wins will pay far 
heavier costs. 

Japan assumes established facts 
will force acceptance, but from aug. 
24, 2023 on, it bears a permanent 

mark of disgrace. The ecological, 
political, and economic fallout will 
accumulate globally. Governments, 
including those adopting appease-
ment, will face intensifying public 
opposition. Businesses reliant on 
oceans and water will demand com-
pensation for major losses from Ja-
pan. The wastewater will become the 
most pressing, severe, and prolonged 
topic for international environmen-
tal protection organizations.

Every drop of nuclear-contaminat-
ed water flowing from Japan to inter-
national waters will bring endless ac-
countability to Japan.

  People’s Daily

Japan bears permanent mark of ‘environmental polluter’ from today on

BEIJING/JOHANNESBURG

a Foreign Ministry spokesperson con-
firmed on Thursday that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping talked with indian Prime 
Minister narendra Modi at the latter’s re-
quest on Wednesday.

Xi also met with leaders of iran, the re-
public of the Congo, Malawi and namibia 
on the sidelines of the 15th BriCS Summit.

Xi returned to China on Friday after 
attending the summit and paying a state 
visit to South africa.

according to the spokesperson, Xi and 
Modi had a candid and in-depth exchange 
of views on current China-india relations 
and other questions of shared interest.

Xi stressed that improving China-india 
relations serves the common interests of 
the two countries and peoples, and is also 
conducive to peace, stability and develop-
ment of the world and the region.

The two sides should bear in mind the 
overall interests of their bilateral relations 
and handle properly the border issue so 
as to jointly safeguard peace and tranquil-
ity in the border region, Xi said. 

Cooperation with Iran
During the meeting with iranian Presi-

dent Ebrahim raisi on the sidelines of the 
summit, Xi said that China stands ready 
to strengthen cooperation with iran on 
BriCS and other multilateral platforms, so 
as to push for healthy and robust develop-
ment of multilateralism.

Xi congratulated iran on becoming a 
member of BriCS, stressing that it is a his-
toric event that the BriCS summit, with 
joint efforts of all parties, has made the 
decision to expand.

all the new members are countries with 
important influence, Xi said, expressing 
confidence that they will have a major im-
pact on the world. 

Xi said since raisi’s successful visit to 
China in February this year, the two coun-
tries’ departments have wasted no time 
to implement the consensus reached 
between the two leaders, which has 
achieved positive results.

Xi said he is glad that with the joint ef-
forts of China, iran and Saudi arabia, iran 
and Saudi arabia have achieved reconcili-
ation, which promoted security and sta-
bility in the Middle East.

China is ready to consolidate its friend-
ship with iran, deepen mutual trust, con-
tinue to support each other on issues 
concerning respective core interests and 
push for more progress in China-iran 
comprehensive strategic partnership, Xi 

added.
For his part, raisi said iran highly ap-

preciates and thanks China for supporting 
iran in becoming a full member of BriCS, 
which will provide fresh momentum for 
the development of iran-China relations.

he said this is conducive to strengthen-
ing coordination between the two coun-
tries on multilateral platforms, and will 
also help better advance the Global Devel-
opment initiative, the Global Security ini-
tiative and the Global Civilization initiative 
proposed by President Xi.

raisi expressed gratitude for Xi’s impor-
tant role in promoting dialogue and recon-
ciliation between iran and Saudi arabia, 
adding that the expansion of BriCS shows 
that unilateralism is going downhill.

iran’s determination to deepen the 
iran-China comprehensive strategic part-
nership is unswerving, raisi said, adding 
that iran stands ready to make joint ef-
forts with China to further enhance the 
comprehensive strategic cooperation be-
tween the two countries and actively ad-
vance the Belt and road cooperation. 

Safeguarding national indepen-
dence

in another meeting with President of 
the republic of the Congo Denis Sassou 
nguesso, Xi said China will, as always, 
firmly support the country in safeguard-
ing its national independence and oppos-
ing foreign interference.

Calling Sassou nguesso an old friend 
and good friend of the Chinese people, Xi 
pointed out that the sound development 
of bilateral relations is inseparable from 
the fact that Sassou nguesso attaches 
great importance to and sticks to friend-
ship with China.

he expressed thanks to the Congolese 
side for its firm support on issues con-
cerning China’s core interests, noting that 
China will, as always, support the repub-
lic of the Congo in playing a bigger role in 
international and regional affairs. 

noting that next year marks the 60th 
anniversary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between the two coun-
tries, Xi said China is ready to make joint 
plans and hold grand celebrations with 
the Congolese side.

China is willing to maintain close ex-
changes, enhance political mutual trust 
and deepen practical cooperation with 
the Congolese side, so as to push for more 
achievements in their comprehensive 
strategic partnership of cooperation.

For his part, Sassou nguesso said Xi’s 
successful state visit to the republic of the 

Congo in 2013 remains fresh in 
his memory, adding that Chi-
nese enterprises have undertak-
en many national construction 
projects in the african country, 
and friendship and cooperation 
with China are important fac-
tors for the country’s continu-
ous development.

Expressing his thanks to Chi-
na for its valuable support and 
assistance to his country, Sassou 
nguesso said that he is highly 
looking forward to the 60th an-
niversary of the establishment 
of bilateral diplomatic relations 
next year, which he hopes that 
both sides will take as an oppor-
tunity to push for greater devel-
opment of bilateral relations.

The republic of the Congo 
stands ready to deepen commu-
nication and coordination with 
China in international affairs, 
and jointly safeguard the inter-
ests of developing countries, he 
added. 

Exploring a development 
path

While meeting with his Ma-
lawian counterpart, lazarus 
Chakwera on Thursday, the Chi-
nese leader said China supports 
Malawi in exploring a develop-
ment path suited to its national 
conditions, and stands ready 
to continuously offer whatever 
help China can to the country 
in its socio-economic develop-
ment.

Xi said he appreciates Chak-
wera for upholding the one-Chi-
na principle since taking office. 

it is hoped that China and Ma-
lawi can continuously support 
each other on issues concerning 
their respective core interests 
and major concerns, push for 
new results in practical coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries, and promote ever-new de-
velopment of bilateral relations, 
he said.

China is willing to strengthen 
solidarity and cooperation with 
Malawi and other developing 
countries, and advance the de-
velopment of the international 
order in a more equal and just 
direction, he said.

For his part, Chakwera noted 
that China is always the first to 
lend a helping hand to Malawi 
when the latter faces difficulties, 
adding that during his recent 
visit to China, he was not only 
warmly received, but also truly 
felt that China is Malawi’s true 
friend, brother and partner.

Malawi firmly adheres to the 
one-China policy, he said, add-
ing that the Belt and road initia-
tive proposed by Xi is conducive 
to the common development of 
developing countries.

Chakwera added that Malawi 
is willing to continuously deep-
en friendship and cooperation 
with China. 

Cooperation in clean 
energy
Meanwhile, Xi met with his 

namibian counterpart, hage Ge-
ingob, saying that China stands 
ready to strengthen coopera-
tion with namibia in various 
fields, including in clean energy, 
and will encourage Chinese en-
terprises to invest in namibia.

Xi said President Geingob is 
an old friend of the Chinese peo-
ple, who has deep affection for 
China. The Chinese side greatly 
appreciates the president’s firm 
support for China’s position on 
issues of core interests, and his 
delivering justice and speaking 
out for righteousness in interna-
tional affairs.

Xi pointed out that China and 
africa share similar historical 
experiences and hard struggle, 
adding that China insists on 
equality and mutual respect be-
tween big and small countries.

The Communist Party of 

Justice department sues SpaceX, alleges 
discrimination in hiring process

New Delhi

WiTh the 18th heads of State and Government Summit 
of the G20 (Group of 20), scheduled to begin next month 
in the national capital under india’s presidency, Delhi po-
lice authorities are busy making special arrangements to 
ensure smooth vehicular movement during the arrival of 
the high-profile delegates, including heads of states for 
the mega event.

SS Yadav, Special CP, Traffic addressed the media on Fri-
day and said that the restrictions on vehicular movements 
will be imposed from the night of September 7. 

“another major restriction will be imposed on commer-
cial vehicles’, SS Yadav added. 

however, there will be leeway for ambulances or vehi-
cles carrying essential goods, he stated. 

“There will be no restriction on the movement of am-
bulances, medical services or the people who are needing 
medical assistance coming by whatsoever mode of trans-
port...”, said the Special CP. 

adding further, he said, “We are establishing a special 
ambulance assistance control room which will have a 
dedicated helpdesk”. 

The G20 Summit is slated to take place on September 
9-10 at the state-of-the-art Bharat Mandapam Convention 
Centre at Pragati Maidan.

Special CP Yadav, “We will be issuing a detailed traffic 
advisory which will give you information about various 
types of modes of transportation available. The main sum-
mit venue is in new Delhi so there will be restrictions in 
the new Delhi Municipal Council (nDMC) area. it will be 
a controlled zone in which authorised vehicles or visitors 
will be allowed”. 

“in a controlled zone, metro services will be allowed 
throughout”, he added. 

The Special CP of the traffic unit also said that a virtual 
helpdesk will be launched in order to assist the delegates 
or tourists. 

“We will have a virtual help desk for all the users who 
are visiting Delhi as delegates, tourists as well as citizens 
of Delhi and other outsiders...We will provide information 
about various services including transportation servic-
es...,” he stated. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the Delhi police authorities an-
nounced that a detailed traffic plan had been chalked out 
with necessary arrangements to ensure smooth vehicular 
movement in the national capital during the event.

Many heads of state and diplomats including US Presi-
dent Joe Biden, Chinese Premier Xi Jinping, Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and French President Em-
manuel Macron are expected to be attending the G20 
leaders’ Summit.

The 18th G20 heads of State and Government Summit 
in Delhi will be a culmination of all the G20 processes and 
meetings held throughout the year among ministers, se-
nior officials, and civil society.   ANI

G20: Delhi police to ramp up security, 
impose restrictions ahead of mega summit

WASHINGTON

ThE United States Justice Department has filed a lawsuit 
against Tesla Chief Executive officer Elon Musk’s Space X 
for allegedly discriminating in hiring the people, Cnn re-
ported. 

The lawsuit claimed that SpaceX, from September 2018 
to May 2022, aircraft had discouraged the asylees and ref-
ugees from applying and refused to hire or consider them 
because of their citizenship. This falls under the violation 
of the immigration and nationality act (ina),” according 
to an august 24 DoJ news release.

it further claimed that SpaceX, in its job listings, has 
posted that only green card holders and United States 
citizens could work at the company  because of federal 
export control laws.

as per Cnn, there are specific laws in the US— such as 
the international Traffic in arms regulations — that apply 
to companies manufacturing spacecraft and rockets and 
limit foreign nationals from accessing key information 
about the vehicles for national security reasons.

But the new lawsuit states that regulations such as iTar 
do not prevent SpaceX from hiring refugees, whose “per-
mission to live and work in the United States does not 
expire, and they stand on equal footing with US citizens,” 
according to the DoJ.

SpaceX launched the most powerful rocket ever built. 
its impact is still felt in this Texas community

“our investigation found that SpaceX failed to fairly con-
sider or hire asylees and refugees because of their citizen-
ship status and imposed what amounted to a ban on their 
hire regardless of their qualification, in violation of federal 
law,” said assistant attorney General Kristen Clarke of the 
Justice Department’s Civil rights Division in a statement.

Clarke added that the DoJ’s investigation found recruit-
ers at the company “actively discouraged asylees and refu-
gees from seeking work opportunities at the company.”

The suit also alleges that SpaceX “failed to fairly consid-
er” applications submitted to the company by refugees, 
according to Cnn.    ANI

China has led the Chinese 
people to successfully build 
socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics, while at the same 
time taking efforts to push 
forward the building of a 
community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind, Xi said. 

Through proposing a se-
ries of initiatives such as the 
Belt and road cooperation, 
Xi said, China offers oppor-
tunities to developing coun-
tries to realize joint devel-
opment and prosperity, and 
fights for more equal rights 
for developing nations.

For his part, Geingob said 
namibia and China enjoy 
long-term friendship. China 
is an all-weather friend, and 
even more so a friend who 
can count on when in dif-
ficulty. The namibian side 
is deeply grateful to China’s 
firm support in the various 
causes of fighting for nation-
al independence and eman-
cipation as well as national 
development.

he said as a leader of a 
global major country, Presi-
dent Xi has led the Chinese 
people to achieve remark-
able accomplishments, and 
treats african leaders with 
equality and humility, which 
is very touching.

The namibian side has 
been greatly inspired by the 
thoughts on socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, and 
is exploring a modernization 
path with namibian charac-
teristics, Geingob noted.

namibia firmly supports 
China, welcomes Chinese en-
terprises to invest and coop-
erate in namibia and stands 
ready to work with China to 
push for greater develop-
ment of bilateral relations, 
he added.

  Xinhua

This combo photo shows Chinese President Xi Jinping (left) and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
(PHOTOS / AP AND XINHUA)

ers outside the jail on Thurs-
day morning.

Judge Scott Mcafee set a 
trial date of oct 23 for one of 
Trump’s 18 co-defendants, 
attorney Kenneth Chesebro, 
after Fulton County District 
attorney Fani Willis pro-
posed that date in response 
to Chesebro’s request for a 
speedy trial. The judge’s or-
der said the schedule does 
not yet apply to Trump or 
any of the other defendants. 

Eleven of his co-defen-
dants already have been 
booked, according to author-
ities. Some, like rudolph Gi-
uliani, the former new York 
mayor, were stone-faced in 
their mug shots, while oth-
ers, such as lawyer Jenna El-
lis, smiled for the camera.

ances in his three other criminal cases. 
he wasted little time trying to turn it 

to his advantage, posting it on X, the site 
formerly known as Twitter, as well as 
his own social media site, Truth Social. 
his campaign website featured the mug 
shot along with a message from Trump 
defending his actions and asking for do-
nations.

The X post appeared to be Trump’s 
first on the site since his account was 
banned after a mob of his supporters 
stormed the US Capitol on Jan 6, 2021. X 
owner Elon Musk reinstated Trump’s ac-
count late last year.

Trump spent only about 20 minutes at 
the jail before heading back to his new 
Jersey golf club. Before boarding his pri-
vate plane at atlanta’s hartsfield-Jackson 
airport, he repeated his claim that the 
prosecution - along with the others he 
faces - is politically motivated. “What 
has taken place here is a travesty of jus-

tice,” he told 
reporters. “i did 
nothing wrong, 
and everybody 
knows it.”

Trump, 77, 
already has en-
tered uncharted territory as the first 
former US president to face criminal 
charges, even as he mounts another 
campaign for the White house next 
year.

Far from damaging his candidacy for 
the republican Party nomination, how-
ever, the four cases filed against him 
have only bolstered his standing. he 
holds a commanding polling lead in the 
republican race to challenge Democrat-
ic President Joe Biden in the november 
2024 election.

Dozens of supporters, waving Trump 
banners and american flags, jostled for 
a glimpse as Trump arrived at the jail. 

among the Trump backers gathered 
outside was Georgia US represen-
tative Marjorie Taylor Greene, one 
of the former president’s most loyal 
congressional allies.

lyle rayworth, 49, who is in the 
aviation industry in the atlanta area, 
had been waiting near the jailhouse 
for 10 hours, since early on Thursday.

“Yeah, i’m hoping he sees me wav-
ing the flags, showing support,” ray-
worth said as he awaited Trump’s ar-
rival. “he needs us.”

The image is certain to be circulat-
ed widely by Trump’s foes and sup-
porters alike. ‘a more popular image 
than the Mona lisa’

“We want to put it on a T-shirt. it 
will go worldwide. it will be a more 
popular image than the Mona lisa,” 
said laura loomer, 30, a republican 
former congressional candidate who 
mingled with other Trump support-
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My dear family members,

when we see such a history being made before our eyes, 
life becomes blessed. such historical events become the 
eternal consciousness of a nation’s life. This moment is un-
forgettable. This moment is unprecedented. This moment 
is the victory cry of a developed India. This moment is the 
triumph of the new India. This moment is about crossing 
the ocean of difficulties. This moment is about walking on 
the path of victory. This moment holds the capability of 
1.4 billion heartbeats. This moment signifies new energy, 
new belief, and new consciousness in India. This moment 
is the call of India’s ascending destiny. The first light of suc-
cess in the dawn of the ‘Amrit Kaal’ has showered this year. 
we took a pledge on earth, and we fulfilled it on the Moon. 
And our scientific colleagues also said, “India is now on the 
moon.” Today, we have witnessed the new flight of new In-
dia in space.

Friends,
I am currently in south Africa to participate in the BrICs 

summit. however, like every countryman, my heart was 
also focussed on the Chandrayaan Mission. As a new his-
tory unfolds, every Indian is immersed in celebration, and 
festivities have begun in every household. From my heart, 
I am also connected with my fellow countrymen and my 
family members with enthusiasm. I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to Team Chandrayaan, Isro, and all the 
scientists of the country who have worked tirelessly for 
years for this moment. I also congratulate 140 crore coun-
trymen for this wonderful moment filled with enthusiasm, 
excitement, joy and emotion!

My family members,
Through the hard work and talent of our scientists, In-

Prime Minister’s address after the successful landing of Chandrayan-3 on Moon via video conferencing

JOHANNESBURG

The reason for the “ex-
plosive growth” of BrICs 
(Brazil, russia, India, Chi-
na, south Africa) is that the 
countries that want to get 
closer to the association 
understand the underly-
ing causes of the processes 
taking place in the interna-
tional arena, russian Foreign Minister sergey lavrov (pic-
tured) told reporters.

All BrICs member countries should make a decision to 
expand the association with new members, who believe 
in multipolarity and the need for fairer international re-
lations. Also, BrICs wants economic relations between 
member states to be independent of the west, so the as-
sociation plans to work on the formation of an alternative 
payment system.

TAss has gathered lavrov’s main statements.

On BRICS trade
A single BrICs currency is out of the question now. The 

member countries want to find ways to ensure mutual 
trade and economic projects so as not to depend on the 
system controlled by the Us and its allies.

The west has proven “its ability, its willingness to ac-
tively abuse its status as an issuer of reserve currencies 
to achieve political goals in violation of all the rules of the 
free market, international trade and the world Trade or-
ganization.”

BrICs plan to take steps “to facilitate the use of national 
currencies, but most importantly to create an alternative 
payment system.”

BrICs finance ministers will form a group for the next 
summit in Kazan on the formation of an alternative pay-
ment system.

On BRICS expansion
The discussion about BrICs expansion was intense. “I 

can’t say that it was done without problems, but in general 
each country was focused on making a decision to accept 
new members.”

The criteria in the discussion of BrICs expansion were, 
first of all, “the weight, authority, importance of this or that 
candidate country for membership and, of course, its po-
sition in the international arena.”

All member states are in favor of enriching the organiza-
tion with like-minded people. Among them are countries 
that believe in multipolarity, the need for more demo-
cratic and fairer international relations, and insist on in-
creasing the role of the Global south in the mechanisms of 
global governance. “In this regard, the six countries whose 
names were announced today  fully meet these criteria.”

The reason for the “explosive growth” of the BrICs “is 
due to those countries that would like to join the group of 
five that are coming to understand the root causes of those 
processes currently underway in the international arena, 
which have laid bare to what extent the west is stubbornly 
determined to preserve its hegemony at any cost.”

All BrICs countries are in favor of keeping the name, 
which has already become a trademark. “It will emphasize 
the continuity of all our work.”

russia will not wait until January 1, 2024, but as the fu-
ture chair of BrICs will start contacts with new members, 
“we will help them get into the business.”

On US hegemony
washington’s hegemonic mindset is global, and every-

one “runderstands that the Us is pursuing the goal not just 
of punishing russia, using the Ukrainian nazi regime (as 
its proxy).”

This has been very vividly demonstrated recently in 
Africa. The Us is literally “dictating” its will to African 
countries. For example, the Us has adopted a strategy for 
countries south of the sahara-sahel zone. “For African 
countries, this is yet another insult. It means that their 
sovereign right to choose their partners is simply being 
ignored.”

The west is demanding that African countries accept 
invitations to events in which it is interested and refuse 
meetings involving russia. “while many [countries] may 
not find it easy to take the heat of such pressure alone, 
they (countries applying for membership — TAss) see in 
BrICs a group of allies and the foundation of that very 
multipolar world that all of us should now dedicate our-
selves to bringing into being.”

In the BrICs, everything is fair and equality is guaran-
teed for all. This is the difference between the BrICs and 
the G7 and other western-centered structures. In the G7, 
everyone listens to the Us.

speaking of fairness and democratization, “we cannot 
tolerate the fact that of the 15 members of the security 
Council, six are from the Us camp and are completely 
subordinated to its will. Therefore, the inclusion of Ger-
many and Japan among the permanent members of the 
Un security Council cannot even be discussed - it would 
only increase the injustice.” “whereas more than a third 
of the current composition represents the countries of the 
so-called golden billion. And the remaining eight billion 
are, of course, generally underrepresented.”

On Russia
“no idea when the west will turn to common sense.” 

western leaders, led by washington, are pushing the 
American agenda to the detriment of themselves, their 
economies and their citizens.

“They (westerners) say: ‘we must defeat russia on the 
battlefield, inflict a strategic defeat on it on the battlefield’. 
well, then we will do our work on the battlefield, rather 
than diplomatically,” the top diplomat pointed out.

“They understand but cannot express what we are fight-
ing for there, for their security, for the interests of people 
who want to speak russian, to educate their children in 
russian, to enjoy the fruits of russian culture on the lands 
that their ancestors have developed for centuries.”

russia is always open to talks, but “we will not respond 
to boorish ultimatums, blackmail and threats against us 
with calls for talks.”

     Agencies

BRICS expansion, single currency: What 
Lavrov told reporters at press conference

  

DUBAI

TheY say the journey is just as 
important as the destination and 
emirates couldn’t agree more. At 
the heart of its customer journey 
are exceptional cabin crew who 
deliver the airline’s signature in-
flight experience at 38,000 feet.

emirates’ cabin crew team re-
cently crossed a milestone and 
are now 20,000-strong, as the 
airline continues to recruit cabin 
crew globally to meet its planned 
growth trajectory.

since 2022, the airline has host-
ed recruitment events in 340 cit-
ies across 6 continents – truly re-
flecting the diversity of its cabin 
crew team and the destinations it 
serves.

The instantly recognisable 
emirates cabin crew uniform has 
undergone four transformations 
in three decades, including a 
design by the legendary spanish 
designer Paco rabanne in 1997. 
The airline has consistently kept 
the iconic beige, and the subtle 
modern tweaks have stayed true 

to the elegant and classic style 
the uniform has echoed over the 
years.

Loving the flying – Emirates’ 
long serving crew

Two cabin crew who’ve worn 
most of these uniform variations 
include the airline’s longest serv-
ing cabin crew – a male emirati 
purser who joined in 1987, and the 
longest serving female cabin crew, 
who joined the airline in 1994.

Moosa Mubarak, emirati Purs-
er and emirates’ longest serving 
cabin crew, said: ‘I’ve flown as 
emirates’ cabin crew for 36 years 
on over 3,500 flights. even now, 
after all these years, I’m always 
keen and excited to start my duty 
onboard. Mentoring my crew col-
leagues and serving as an ambas-
sador for emirates and my coun-
try is what I am most proud of. I 
have had a long and successful ca-
reer, incredible experiences and 
have made mind-blowing memo-
ries doing exactly what I love.’

Diverse cabin crew team, now 
20,000 strong

In a diverse team representing 
over 140 nationalities with 130 
languages spoken, and an office 
with views from 38,000 feet and 
different cities each week, the al-
lure and ever-changing nature of 
the job continues to nurture and 
challenge emirates’ cabin crew to 
reach their full potential.

Many crew have long been a 
part of emirates’ growth story 
with over 4,000 crew serving be-
tween 5–9 years; close to 3,000 
serving between 10–14 years; over 
1,500 crew serving 15–19 years; 
and some 400 crew members 
having crossed the milestone of 
20 years of service. Three crew 
members have been with the air-
line for more than 30 years.

Career progression opportuni-
ties for cabin crew include up-
grading to a higher cabin, becom-
ing a cabin supervisor, trainer or 
purser. Today the airline has over 
1,100 pursers who have moved 
through the ranks from junior 
cabin crew, after successfully 
completing rigorous training and 
assessments.

Cabin crew also have access to 
the latest training programmes, 
linkedIn courses and the oppor-
tunity to apply for internal va-
cancies throughout the emirates 
Group.

Seeking global talent
revving up for its next growth 

phase, the airline will host global 
recruitment events covering hun-
dreds of cities all year round.

emirates’ cabin crew truly em-
body a cosmopolitan lifestyle as 
they’re based in dubai, a vibrant 
city home to 200 nationalities, 
and renowned for its hotels, res-
taurants, food scene, leisure ac-
tivities and for being one of the 
safest cities in the world.

emirates offers cabin crew a 
competitive, tax-free salary and 
flying pay, eligibility for profit 
share, hotel stay, layover ex-
penses, concessional travel and 
cargo, annual leave, annual leave 
ticket, furnished accommoda-
tion, transportation to and from 
work, excellent medical, life and 
dental insurance coverage, laun-

dry services and other benefits. 
emirates cabin crew can also 
benefit from the airline’s deeply 
discounted tickets for friends 
and family. with dubai’s unique 
geographical position and the 
airline’s network of over 130 
destinations, creating memories 
with loved ones is simply a plane 
ride away.

All new cabin crew undergo 
an intense 8 weeks of training 
in the highest standards of hos-
pitality, safety and service deliv-
ery in emirates’ state-of-the-art 
facility in dubai. not to mention 
the invaluable transferable life 
skills gained by working with a 
diverse crew community while 
experiencing new destinations 
and cultures across the emirates 
network.

For aspiring cabin crew, the op-
portunity to join emirates is one 
recruitment event away. To learn 
more about the requirements, 
benefits, training programme, 
global recruitment events calen-
dar and to apply, visit emirates 
cabin crew careers. Agencies

To build high-quality China-South Africa community with a shared future

My family members,
This achievement of the Chandray-

aan Mission will propel India’s jour-
ney beyond the Moon’s orbit. we will 
test the limits of our solar system and 
continue working to realize the infi-
nite possibilities of the universe for 
humanity. we have set many big and 
ambitious goals for the future. soon, 
Isro will launch the ‘Aditya l-1’ mis-
sion for in-depth study of the sun. 
Following that, Venus is also on Is-
ro’s agenda. Through the Gaganyaan 
mission, the country is diligently pre-
paring for its first human spaceflight 
mission. India is repeatedly proving 
that the sky is not the limit.

Friends,
science and technology are the 

foundation of a bright future for our 
nation. Therefore, the country will 
remember this day forever. This day 
will inspire all of us to move towards 
a brighter future. This day will show 
us the path to fulfilling our resolu-
tions. This day symbolizes how vic-
tory is achieved by taking lessons 
from defeat. once again, heartfelt 
congratulations to all the scientists 
of the country and best wishes for 
future missions! 

                  Thank you very much.

Emirates cabin crew numbers cross 20,000 and counting

ChInese President Xi Jin-
ping said China and south 
Africa should be strategic 
partners of high-level mutual 
trust, development partners 
for common progress, friend-
ly partners of deep mutual 
understanding and goodwill, 
as well as global partners that 
safeguard justice.

President Xi made the re-
marks when holding talks 
with his south African coun-
terpart President ramaphosa 
during a state visit to south 
Africa on Aug. 22 local time.

what he said charts the 
course and provides guid-
ance for further developing 
China-south Africa ties.

The two heads of state 
had an in-depth exchange of 
views on the development of 
China-south Africa relations 
in the new era and interna-
tional and regional issues 
of mutual interest, and they 
reached important com-
mon understandings, inject-
ing strong momentum into 
elevating the China-south 
Africa comprehensive strate-
gic partnership and building 
a high-quality China-south 
Africa community with a 
shared future.

In the past 25 years since 
China and south Africa estab-
lished diplomatic ties, their 
relationship has achieved 
leapfrog development - from 
a partnership to a strategic 
partnership, and then to a 
comprehensive strategic 
partnership. It is one of the 
most vibrant bilateral rela-
tions in the developing world. 
especially in the past 10 years, 
the relationship has thrived 
and entered a “golden era.” 
As the situation evolves, how 

to further deepen the com-
prehensive strategic partner-
ship remains a topic that both 
sides need to work on.

The key to the strong re-
lationship and profound 
friendship lies in the mutual 
support by the two countries 
and the two political parties 
in pursuit of their respective 
development, Xi said when 
meeting with ramaphosa.

south African sinologist 
Paul Tembe said that Xi’s ev-
ery visit to south Africa has 
promoted the development 
of south Africa-China ties, 
which is an intangible but 
enormously meaningful gift.

Comradeship and broth-
erhood are inherent to the 
bilateral relationship. The 
special bond of “camaraderie 
+ brotherhood” between the 
two countries has traversed a 
long span of time and defied 
the obstacles of mountains 
and oceans.

“each of my visits to south 
Africa gave me new impres-
sions. But the deepest is in-
variably the brotherly senti-
ments we have toward each 
other,” Xi said in a signed ar-
ticle published on south Afri-
can media.

ramaphosa described Chi-
na as a sincere brother, friend 
and partner of his country, 
saying that China has provid-
ed valuable support to south 
Africa in its struggle for na-
tional independence and lib-
eration as well as its national 
development. he also men-
tioned China’s timely support 
for his country during the Co-
VId pandemic.

during this visit, the two 
sides reaffirmed their respect 
and support for each other’s 

sustainable social-economic 
development paths and just 
transitions. south Africa 
pledged continuous support 
for China on issues concern-
ing its core interests and 
major concerns. China reiter-
ated its respect and support 
for south Africa’s efforts to 
safeguard its national inter-
ests and social economic de-
velopment and to better the 
livelihoods of its citizens. This 
fully demonstrates that China 
and south Africa are strategic 
partners of high-level mutual 
trust.

Mutual benefit and win-
win results are the hallmark 
of China-south Africa coop-
eration. south Africa was the 
first African country to sign 
the Belt and road coopera-
tion document with China. It 
has been China’s biggest trad-
ing partner in Africa for 13 
years in a row, as well as one 
of the African countries with 
the largest stock of Chinese 
investment.

Xi said that with a focus 

on Belt and road coopera-
tion, implementation of the 
nine programs of the Forum 
on China-Africa Cooperation 
as well as the 10-Year strate-
gic Program of Cooperation, 
the two sides need to con-
solidate cooperation in areas 
of strength and foster new 
growth points for coopera-
tion.

Close ties between the two 
peoples are a vivid example 
of amity between the two 
countries. Xi said the two 
countries should strengthen 
exchange and cooperation 
on vocational education and 
youth employment, ramp up 
cooperation on tourism, and 
support closer technologi-
cal cooperation and joint re-
search by scientific research 
institutions and businesses.

The two presidents wit-
nessed the signing of bilat-
eral cooperation documents 
in areas such as the Belt and 
road Initiative, new energy 
and electricity, agricultural 
products, special economic 

zones and industrial parks, 
blue economy, science and 
technology innovation, and 
higher education.

As development partners 
making progress together 
and friendly partners enjoy-
ing mutual understanding, 
China and south Africa will 
deliver greater benefits to 
both peoples.

The China-south Africa re-
lationship has gone beyond 
the bilateral scope and car-
ries increasingly important 
global influence. The world 
has entered a new period of 
turbulence and transforma-
tion. China and south Africa, 
as natural members of the 
Global south, should all the 
more work together.

China and south Africa 
agreed to continue sup-
porting the development of 
BrICs in all three pillars of co-
operation and to collaborate 
with all BrICs members to 
deepen practical cooperation 
in various fields and achieve 
progress in terms of BrICs 

membership expansion.
The two sides agreed to 

enhance cooperation in in-
ternational affairs and mul-
tilateral institutions, jointly 
uphold the Un-centered 
global system, an equitable 
international order under-
pinned by international law, 
and the basic norms govern-
ing international relations, 
based on the purposes and 
principles of the Un Charter, 
including to uphold the rights 
and interests of developing 
countries jointly and respect 
for national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.

The two countries’ collabo-
ration in the multilateral are-
na fully demonstrates their 
determination to be global 
partners with a commitment 
to justice. They will definitely 
make new contributions to 
building a more just and eq-
uitable global governance 
system.

The China-south Africa re-
lationship is standing at a new 
historical starting point. To 
carry forward the friendship, 
deepen cooperation, and 
strengthen coordination is a 
common aspiration of both 
countries, as well as a call of 
the times.

Under the guidance of the 
two heads of state, the China-
south Africa comprehensive 
strategic partnership will def-
initely be lifted to new heights 
and contribute more strength 
to China-Africa cooperation, 
south-south cooperation, 
and to building a China-Africa 
community with a shared 
future in the new era and a 
community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind.

         People’s Daily

dia has reached the south Pole of the 
Moon where no other country in the 
world has ever reached. From today 
onwards, the myths associated with 
the Moon will change, narratives will 
change, and even proverbs for the new 
generation will change. In India, we re-
fer to the earth as our mother and the 
Moon as our ‘Mama’ (maternal uncle). 
It used to be said that “Chanda Mama 
is quite far away.” now a day will come 
when children will say, “Chanda Mama 
is just a ‘tour’ away.”

Friends,
on this joyous occasion, I would like 

to address all the people of the world, 
the people of every country, and re-

gion. India’s successful moon mission 
is not India’s alone. This is a year in 
which the world is witnessing India’s 
G-20 presidency. our approach of ‘one 
earth, one Family, one Future’ is reso-
nating across the globe. This human-
centric approach that we represent has 
been welcomed universally. our moon 
mission is also based on the same hu-
man-centric approach. Therefore, this 
success belongs to all of humanity. And 
it will help moon missions by other 
countries in the future. I am confident 
that all countries in the world, includ-
ing those from the Global south, are ca-
pable of achieving such feats. we can 
all aspire for the moon and beyond.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who is paying a state visit to South Africa, holds talks with South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa in Pretoria, South Africa, Aug. 22, 2023. Xinhua



By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s Para Pow-
erlifter Yohana Mwila has 
sounded a desperate call 
for support as he continues 
the hunt for money that will 
help him and others realize 
their dream of competing 
in the 2023 Para Powerlift-
ing World Cup to be held in 
Cairo in November.

The 2023 Para Powerlift-
ing World Cup is scheduled 
for November 3-5 and will 
be used as qualifiers for the 
2024 Paris Paralympics.

Tanzania will be repre-
sented by Mwila and female 
Powerlifter Selina Karimbe. 
The coach set to accompany 
the two athletes will be an-
nounced soon and they need 
US dollars 7905 to realize 

their dream of taking part in 
championships.

Mwila said they are ex-
pected to arrive in Cairo on 
October 30 and depart on 
November 8.

He said air tickets for the 
trio’s trip to and from Cairo 
amount to US dollars 3000, 
accommodation amounts 
to US dollars 140 per day- 
which will be US dollars 
4200 for three people and 
US dollars 75 for visa, adding 
up to US dollars 222 for the 
three people.

Mwila- also serving as Tan-
zania Para Powerlifters As-
sociation (TPPA) secretary-
general, made the plea for 
financial backing during an 
interview held in Dar es Sa-
laam recently.

The development has 
come about after the Tanza-

nia Paralympic Committee 
(TPC) announced that Para 
Powerlifting and Para-ath-
letics will not be part of the 
disciplines making the maid-
en Africa Paralympic Games 
slated for September 3-13 in 
Ghana.

The committee said the 
Local Organizing Committee 
in Ghana communicated to 
them that the two disciplines 
will not be part of the Games 
because some venues that 
were designed to host Pow-
erlifting and Para-athletics 
have not been completed.

Mwila said the athletes, in 
conjunction with TPC, have 
approached several compa-
nies with proposals for both 
long and short-term deals.

“We are leaving no stone 
unturned in our quest to 
make this trip a reality, we 
are requesting well-wishers 
to come to our rescue,” the 
athlete noted.

“We are representing the 
country and as flag carriers, 
we need support to make the 
nation proud,” he said.

In the 2022 Common-

wealth Games in Birming-
ham, England the Para Pow-
erlifter settled for eighth 
place in the mixed weight 
category.

One of the conditions for 
him to compete in the 2024 
Paralympic Games in Paris is 
he must take part in any in-
ternational event recognized 
by the International Para-
lympic Committee (IPC).

He already missed the 
Dubai Qualifiers which took 
place last Sunday, therefore, 
the Para Powerlifting World 
Cup is his last hope.

Mwila’s call for support 
has also come after the gov-
ernment recently said it is 
not sure if Tanzania’s Para 
athletes will compete in the 
Ghana showdown that will 
serve as qualifiers for the 
2024 Paris Paralympics.

Najaha Bakari, NSC In-
formation Officer, said the 
government has not secured 
funds for athletes’ trip to the 
Games, and she appealed for 
support from the corporate 
World and other stakehold-
ers.

“To be honest I cannot say 
if our Paralympic athletes 
will travel to Ghana to com-
pete in the African Paralym-
pic Games, I have stated so 
as currently we don’t have 
funds,” the official stated.

“Due to lack of funds, I 
can’t say who will represent 
the country in the Ghana 
Games but, once the funds 
are available, we will see 
who will go to Ghana,” she 
said.

This is the first time that 
Africa is hosting Paralympic 
Games and Tanzania was to 

be represented by athletes 
from six disciplines- namely 
Para athletics, Para Pow-
erlifting, wheelchair bas-
ketball, amputee football, 
wheelchair tennis, and sit-
ting volleyball.

Vincent Kaduma, TPC act-
ing secretary-general, an-
nounced that Para athletics 
and Para Powerlifting events 
will not be part of the African 
Paralympic Games because 
IPC officials who inspected 
the venues set to host the 
Games deemed the facilities 
not ready to host the Games.

Kaduma lamented that the 
African Paralympic Games 
were the best opportunity 
for Tanzania’s Para athletes 
to earn qualification for the 
2024 Paris Paralympics and 
described the miss as a wast-
ed opportunity.
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Soccer has no permanent success  

Simon Msuva passes 
medicals at JS Kabylie    Tanzania’s Yanga midfielder, Mudathir Yahya (L), blocks Djibouti’s ASAS 

Djibouti Télécom player when the clubs met in the first leg of a 2023/24 CAF 
Champions League First Preliminary Round at Azam Complex Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam last weekend. Yanga cruised to a 2-0 win over ASAS Djibouti 
Télécom. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

F
OOTBALL clubs do not 
possess permanent 
success. Daily efforts 
ought to be in place 

so that the outfits remain at the 
top and conduct their activities 
with the same and, perhaps, 
greater success.

Yanga won Mainland Tanza-
nia’s NBC Premier League top 
honour for two years in a row, 
apart from reaching the final of 
the 2022/23 CAF Confederation 
Cup.

Winning the top honour in 
every tournament the Jangwani 
Street club participated in is not 
something to be trifled with at 
all.

With common sense, an in-
dividual can see what Yanga 
needs more to win the top hon-
our in either the CAF inter-club 
showdowns.

Lifting a continental show-
down’s title would be the great-
est success, a proof of what the 
club has achieved in the last 
two seasons.

The success achieved after 
four difficult seasons the side 
had endured can, in one way or 
another, be the source of limp-
ing and finally losing every-
thing.

Lagging can come about via 
ignoring any advice given by 
fans- doing things out of habit.

For Tanzania’s football, Yan-
ga’s collapse cannot happen on 
a very large scale as it is difficult 
for the squad to finish the sea-
son below the top three posi-
tions in the league.

The signs, however, show 
that tremendous success can 
affect the Jangwani Street club 
which is currently taking part 
in this season’s CAF Champions 
League’s preliminary round.

Yanga is participating in this 
season’s premier continental 
showpiece’s preliminary round 
given the club crashed out of 
the same stage in 2022/23 hav-
ing suffered a 2-1 aggregate loss 
to Al Hilal Omdurman.

The shortcomings, which 
were in view in this season’s 
‘Mwananchi Day’ festival, might 
be a sign that Yanga might fal-
ter after enjoying success in the 
past two seasons.

Even though there were en-
trance fees for the festival, 
which took place at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Sa-
laam, the venue’s gates were 
opened for people to enter for 
free.

It was a clear sign that there 
was no good, new strategy aim-
ing at encouraging fans to turn 
up at the venue to watch their 
club and improvements made 
to it.

It seems that the outfit’s in-
formation department did not 
have an effective strategy other 
than social activities undertak-
en by the club’s members and 
supporters found in various 
parts of the country during the 

Tanzanian footballer, Simon Msuva.

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s senior national soc-
cer team’s striker Simon Msuva has 
passed medicals at Algerian Premier 
League side JS Kabylie ahead of his 
pending two-year deal with the club.

Msuva turned into a free agent af-
ter the completion of his contract 
with Saudi Arabian side, Al-Qadisi-
yah.

Social media reports issued early 
this week had been linking him to a 
return to one of Tanzania’s football 
giants- Simba SC, and Yanga.

The attacker was further alleged to 
have been pursued by some Algerian 
clubs including CS Constantine, CR 
Belouizdad, USM Algers, and JS Kaby-
lie.

The player and his agent have been 
quiet on the matter but some media 
reports said the former’s father dis-
closed that, despite approaches by 
some top domestic clubs, his son will 
not sign for any domestic club.

Popular African football journalist, 
Micky Junior, mid this week reported 
that Msuva has passed medicals at JS 
Kabylie.

“Simon Msuva has passed his medi-
cals ahead of the move to JS Kabylie,” 
the journalist disclosed in his social 
media account’s post that had Msuva 
pictured donning a black cap, a vest, 
and tracksuits attending to medicals.

On Wednesday, Junior also posted: 
“Simon Msuva has arrived in Algeria 
just as reported earlier. He will first 
conduct a medical test before pen-
ning a two-year deal to join JS Kaby-
lie.”

“Msuva has scored 19 goals in 76 
appearances for the Tanzanian na-
tional team. He will become the 12th 
signing for the Algerian side,” the 

journalist stated in his post. 
Junior earlier posted on Tuesday 

that Msuva confirmed to have been 
approached by Tanzania’s football 
powerhouses but nothing has mate-
rialized.

According to the journalist, the 
attacker revealed he and his repre-
sentatives do not think it is the right 
time for him to return home as they 
believe he is ready for a top football 
challenge.

“True, he has been approached by 
a Tanzanian club but nothing materi-
alized,  On the side of the player and 
his representative, they don’t think 
it’s time for him to return home yet,” 
Junior pointed out.

“Msuva wants more and is ready to 
challenge himself at the top, he is set 
to travel to Algeria as JS Kabylie has 
presented their offer for him, Msuva 
is expected in Algeria this evening or 
tomorrow to hold talks and conclude 
the deal,” he posted.

Wikipedia’s yesterday post further 
showed Msuva as a JS Kabylie player. 
However, JK Kabyile did, in the past 
two days, not post anything regard-
ing the signing of Msuva on its official 
Facebook page.

Msuva has enjoyed a good spell 
with Morocco’s Difaâ Hassani d’El 
Jadida FC and Waydad Casablanca- 
having scored 28 goals in 79 outings 
for the former and 10 goals in 37 ap-
pearances for the latter.

The goal-getter netted eight goals 
in 28 appearances at Al-Qadsiah FC 
of Saudi Arabia and, at Yanga, Msu-
va scored 43 goals after playing 94 
matches.

Msuva has also scored 19 goals in 
76 appearances for Tanzania’s na-
tional football squad, Taifa Stars. 

Tanzania’s Para Powerlifter, 
Yohana Mwila, is pictured 
featuring in a past training in 
Dar es Salaam, preparing for the 
2022 Commonwealth Games 
that took place in Birmingham, 
England from July 28 to August 
8.

‘Mwananchi Week’.
There were moreover some 

indications that player recruit-
ment was lagging, much as the 
squad’s leaders said their main 
duty was to reinforce the team, 
not enter the market in search 
of high-profile signings.

So far squad reinforcement 
was not quite visible, given 
Yanga was seemingly strug-
gling to replace key footballers- 
DR Congo’s Fiston Mayele, Yan-
nick Bangala, Djuma Shabani, 
and Tanzanian Feisal Salum.

In normal circumstances, 
the four footballers were sup-
posed to continue being the 
mainstay of the team, while ar-
eas that showed shortcomings 
were to be strengthened.

Mayele’s departure was not 
surprising, given he did well 
for the second season in a row 
and made his mark in Africa by 
emerging as the 2022/23 CAF 
Confederation Cup top goal 
scorer.

The same could be said of 
Salum, alias Fei Toto, who 
vowed not to continue turn-
ing out for Yanga, adding he 
will only be willing to serve the 
squad once its president, Hersi 
Said, leaves. The midfielder 
could have been replaced via 
the use of scouts.

It was as if Yanga’s manage-
ment was shocked by Salum’s 
move and, instead, spent a 
lot of time to show that it had 
found an alternative.

His replacement may be 
more competent depending on 

how the coach uses him, but it 
hardly diffuses the fact that the 
club was not prepared for the 
imminent departure.

The Congolese duo of Banga-
la and Djuma too did not leave 
abruptly. There were indica-
tions that the two may not be 
part of this season’s team after 
they were given a few minutes 
on the pitch during the closing 
stages of the past season.

There was an expectation 
the two would not be part of 
the new team after the news al-
leged they demanded a better 
salary and asked to leave after 
talks on emoluments increase 
fell out.

While those four were not 
part of this new season’s squad, 
there was the difficult task 
of convincing the club’s fans 
that it has either built a strong 
squad or gone for sound rein-
forcements, which will impress 
the fanatics in such a way that 
they were expected to attend 
the ‘Mwananchi Day’ festival in 
big number.

Even if Salum, Mayele, Ban-
gala, and Djuma were used to 
attract the supporters to the 
stadium, their presence con-
vinced Yanga’s fans that there 
would be entertainment if they 
went to the stadium.

Players of such caliber were 
needed instead of waiting for 
supporters to see the quality of 
players they hardly knew.

The new ones will attract 
followers later, not during the 
‘Mwananchi Day’ festival.

Mwila appeals for support for participation in 2023 Para Powerlifting World Cup   

Mayele hardly seemed to be 
a fan favourite when he was in-
troduced to the Jangwani Street 
squad’s fans for the first time.

Makambo, who was Yanga 
supporters’ favourite before go-
ing to Guinea’s Horoya, was the 
one who attracted many sup-
porters before Mayele came to 
show his quality later.

The fact that Yanga’s previous 
two seasons’ success weakened 
the leaders was also seen in the 
statements presented by the of-
ficials.

When Yanga was a few weeks 
away from featuring in the 
2022/23 CAF Confederation Cup 
final, Said was interviewed by a 
radio station that was interested 
in Yanga’s success.

In his answers to one of the 
questions about Yanga’s success, 
the leader said: “Some members 
of the football fraternity are the 
ones who delayed us to achieve 
development.”

He saw that the success 
achieved was brought by people 
from outside football, he forgot 
the great work done and facili-
tated a young man like him to 
occupy such a sensitive position 
like the president of a popular 
soccer outfit.

The president forgot that the 
said football fraternity members 
participated in building Yanga’s 
headquarters and its other prop-
erties.

The leader has gone as far as 
promising to build a stadium at a 
place where great effort is need-
ed to convince the government 
to agree to the plan.

Stadium construction for that 
matter is the main pillar of Said’s 
four-year period, as a result, the 
leader is forgetting the impor-
tant issue of club transforma-
tion that now needs to move 
to investment and purchase of 
ownership shares.

The quality of the team and 
the success that will be achieved 
this season can, to some extent, 
show that Yanga’s leaders have 
not been carried away by the 
outfit’s success. The leaders will 
have shown they invested their 
energy in improving important 
areas.

Simba SC reached the Group 
Stage of the CAF Champions 
League in 2019/20 and, the fol-
lowing season, it bowed out of 
the showpiece’s First Prelimi-
nary Round having conceded a 
loss to unfancied UD Songo of 
Mozambique.

The Msimbazi Street club 
endured the same fate in the 
2021/22 season, kissing the pre-
mier continental showpiece 
goodbye in the Second Prelimi-
nary Round after losing to seem-
ingly modest opponents, Bo-
tswana’s Jwaneng Galaxy FC.

There was hardly a single Sim-
ba SC fan to have dreamed that 
the season’s Mainland Tanzania 
champions would be knocked 
out by the Botswana team after 
winning 2-0 in the first-leg tie, 
which took place in Gaborone.



City and Arsenal for the 
title.

Newcastle leapfrogged 
Liverpool into the top 
four last season despite 
the Reds winning both 
clashes between the 
sides.

The Magpies thrashed 
highly-fancied  Aston 
Villa  5-1 at home on 
the opening weekend of 
the campaign, but were 
brought back down to 
earth by an inability to 

match champions City in 
a 1-0 defeat at the Etihad 
Stadium.

Liverpool will have 
Mac Allister avail-
able after his red card 
on his home debut in 
a 3-1 win over  Bour-
nemouth was rescinded.

-  Mount’s absence a 
solution for Man Utd? -

Hope that United can 
challenge for their first 
league title in 11 years 
has already dwindled 
after a sloppy 2-0 defeat 
at Tottenham followed a 
woeful performance at 
home to Wolves, despite 
escaping with a 1-0 win 
on that occasion.

Erik ten Hag’s men 
have suffered from a 
lack of cutting edge up 
front in the absence of 
new striker Rasmus Ho-
jlund, out with a back 
injury.

The Dane misses the 
visit of Nottingham For-
est on Saturday, but an-
other injury to Mason 
Mount may simplify 
things for Ten Hag.

Fitting captain  Bruno 
Fernandes  and Mount, 
a close-season sign-
ing from Chelsea, into 
the same midfield has 

proved problematic in 
the opening weeks of the 
season.

United lost just two of 
25 games in which the 
trio of Fernandes, Cris-
tian Eriksen and  Case-
miro started in midfield 
last season.

- Early season crisis 
clubs -

Two of the three clubs 
to lose their opening 
two games face off today 
when troubled  Ever-
ton  host Wolves at 
Goodison Park.

Everton have narrowly 
avoided the drop for the 
past two years and look 
set for another season 
of suffering, with Sean 
Dyche trying to patch 
the holes in his squad 
on a shoestring budget 
by Premier League stan-
dards.

The Toffees’ troubles 
on the field have been 
compounded by the col-
lapse of a deal this week 
for an American invest-
ment group to inject 
capital into the club for 
a 25 percent stake.

“It’s just the way Ever-
ton’s been for a number 
of months, years even,” 
said Dyche. “It’s our job 

to change the story. It al-
ways starts on the pitch, 
with me and the team 
changing the rhetoric.”

Wolves’ own finan-
cial problems led to the 
departure of manager 
Julen Lopetegui who re-
signed on the eve of the 
season.

A dominant perfor-
mance in Gary O’Neil’s 
first game in charge went 
unrewarded at Old Traf-
ford, but optimism from 
that display was wiped 
away in a 4-1 thrashing 
at home to Brighton last 
weekend.

Fixtures (all times 
GMT)

Today
Bournemouth v Tot-

tenham (1130), Arse-
nal v  Fulham,  Brent-
ford  v  Crystal Palace, 
Manchester United v 
Nottingham Forest, 
Everton v Wolves (all 
1400), Brighton v  West 
Ham (1630)

Tomorrow
Burnley  v Aston Vil-

la,  Sheffield United  v 
Manchester City (both 
1300), Newcastle v Liver-
pool (1530)

AFP

19   Saturday 26  August  2023  

SOCCER.NEWS

 LONDON

L
I V E R P O O L’ s 
new-look mid-
field faces a 
stern examina-

tion as the Reds put their 
Premier League title 
aspirations to the test 
at Newcastle tomorrow, 
while  Manchester Unit-
ed aim to kickstart their 
campaign against  Not-
tingham Forest.

Title rivals  Man-
chester City  and  Arse-
nal are two of only three 
sides with six points 
from their opening two 
games of the new cam-
paign.

But it is Brighton who 
top the table after shrug-
ging off the sales of key 
midfielders  Alexis Mac 
Allister  and  Moises 
Caicedo  to score eight 
goals in their opening 
two games.

AFP Sport looks at the 
best of the action from 
the Premier League this 
weekend:

- Klopp has his ‘mon-
ster’ -

Liverpool’s failure to 
beat  Chelsea  to Caice-
do or Romeo Lavia has 
seen their transfer busi-

ness heavily criticised by 
many of their own fans.

The Reds instead land-
ed 30-year-old Japan 
captain Wataru Endo as 
their replacement for 
the departed Fabinho 
and Jordan Henderson.

Endo, described by 
Liverpool boss Jurgen 
Klopp as a “real mon-
ster”, could make his 
first start at St James’ 
Park in an early indica-
tor of who could rival 

l

 MADRID

SPANISH Football Association president Luis Ru-
biales was set to step down later yesterday after 
heavy criticism of his behaviour at the World Cup 
final in Sydney on Sunday, according to reports in 
Spain.

Rubiales’s expected resignation will come one day 
after Fifa opened disciplinary proceedings against 
the 46-year-old, who grabbed his crotch in celebra-
tion of Spain’s victory over England, then  kissed 
Spain midfielder Jenni Hermoso on the lips during 
the trophy celebration.

Rubiales, who has been head of the Spanish FA 
since 2018, on Thursday informed colleagues that 
he will leave the post on Friday, when the organisa-
tion holds a general meeting, according to newspa-
per El Pais.

Players, politicians and the media have spent the 
week pushing for Rubiales’s resignation. Several 
professional clubs have issued statements saying he 
should step down, including Atletico Madrid.

Fifa said in a statement issued on Thursday after-
noon: “The Fifa  disciplinary committee informed 
Luis Rubiales, president of the Spanish Football As-
sociation, today that it is opening disciplinary pro-
ceedings against him based on the events that oc-
curred during the final of the Fifa Women’s World 
Cup on August 20, 2023.”

Fifa’s statement added: “The events may consti-
tute violations of article 13 paragraphs 1 and 2 of the 
Fifa Disciplinary Code.

“Fifa reiterates its unwavering commitment to re-
specting the integrity of all individuals and strongly 
condemns any behaviour to the contrary.”

The sections of the disciplinary code referenced 
in the Fifa  statement cover “offensive behaviour 
and violations of the principles of fair play”.

The code cites examples of behaviour which 
could lead to disciplinary measures being taken, in-
cluding “insulting a natural or legal person in any 
way, especially by using offensive gestures, signs or 
language” and “behaving in a way that brings the 
sport of football and/or Fifa into disrepute”.

Rubiales initially called the kissing issue “non-
sense”, but then issued an apology via video on 
Monday for the Hermoso kiss. Spanish prime minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez described the apology as “insuf-
ficient”.

The Spanish FA has called an extraordinary gen-
eral assembly on Friday in response to the matter, 
while confirming it has opened internal proceed-
ings.
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Spanish FA president 
Luis Rubiales to step 
down after kissing 
Jenni Hermoso at 
Women’s World Cup

Liverpool’s credentials face Newcastle 
test, Man U seek Premier League lift off 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Jurgen Klopp

signings. Their first bid 
for Mount was £40m; 
their opening offer for 
Hojlund was a little 
higher. Negotiations can 
force many a club to pay 
more, and United are 
not alone in that, but 
had they secured their 
three arrivals for around 
£120m, it would have 
created far more scope 

for a fourth major buy.
It is also a question of 

net spend. Thus far, Unit-
ed have recouped too lit-
tle; about £30m. A €10m 
fee for Fred feels on the 
small side. They had 
hoped to sell Eric Bailly, 
Brandon Williams and 
Donny van de Beek and, 
despite talks with  Real 
Sociedad  about the 

Dutchman, have so far 
sold none; if he goes, 
there is the risk it is only 
on loan, just as Williams 
joined Ipswich on loan.

The enduring uncer-
tainty about  Dean Hen-
derson, caused in part 
by injury, has hardly 
helped, especially as the 
goalkeeper looked one 
of United’s more sellable 
assets outside the first 
team.

Then there are the 
cases of two who have 
attracted sizeable of-
fers in Scott McTominay 
and  Harry Maguire. 
The former captain’s 
decision to reject  West 
Ham  could cost United 
£50m: the £30m transfer 
fee the Hammers offered 
for a player who instead 
could leave on a free 
transfer in 2025 and two 
years of wages at around 
£10m per season, even if 
that might have been off-
set by the cost of bring-
ing in another defender.

McTominay also has 
admirers at West Ham 
but in looking for £40m, 
United may have priced 
him out of a move: West 
Ham’s two midfield ac-
quisitions, Edson Alva-
rez and James Ward-
Prowse, came for around 
£30m apiece.

But it may also be a fac-
tor that ten Hag did not 
force out two who could 

Why Manchester United are no longer 
big spenders in the transfer market

 By Richard Jolly

ERIK ten Hag  has 
an answer when asked 
if  Manchester Unit-
ed are done in the sum-
mer  transfer window. 
“Managers always want 
more,” he said earlier 
this month. If it is a gen-
eralisation, it is also true 
in his case: he does tend 
to want more.

But there are reasons 
why United have not 
signed more and why 
they did not enter the 
bidding for either  De-
clan Rice  or Harry 
Kane, who commanded 
nine-figure price tags 
and, even if attainable, 
would have swallowed 
up much of their bud-
get. United’s summer 
spending so far comes to 
around £160m, and more 
than £175m if add-ons 
for  Andre Onana,  Ma-
son Mount and Rasmus 
Hojlund  are triggered. 
Over the course of ten 
Hag’s reign, their expen-
diture extends to around 
£400m. It is not cheap, 
even for a club whose 
annual revenue should 
top £600m or in a divi-
sion when many another 
is scarcely a pauper.

There are underlying 
issues that have lim-
ited United’s purchasing 
power however. They 
were placed on a Finan-
cial Fair Play watchlist 
by Uefa last September 
(as were  Chelsea, who 
appear to have very dif-
ferent interpretations 
of the rules to everyone 
else) and were fined this 
summer for breaching 
FFP over a four-year pe-
riod.

They signalled an in-
tent, and a need, to keep 
their net spend this sum-
mer to around £120m. 
At the moment, and 
despite the departures 
of  Anthony Elanga, 
Matej Kovar, Alex Telles 
and Fred, they have ex-
ceeded that, even before 

factoring in the add-ons 
for their purchases. So 
when it is said that Unit-
ed need to sell before 
they can buy, it is based 
on those calculations.

Within that, there 
are several elements. 
The first is that Unit-
ed’s budget was limited 
from the start after they 
overspent last summer: 
the end-of-window trol-
ley dash meant £150m 
was splurged on  Case-
miro  and Antony. And, 
like many another issue 
at Old Trafford, it comes 
back to the overpriced 
winger: at £86m, Antony 
cost perhaps twice his 
actual value. It was a 
reason why United could 
not afford  Cody Gak-
po in January; while an-
other £40m or so could 
have altered their plans 
for this summer.

There is also the real-
ity that United have paid 
considerably more than 
they would have hoped 
for each of their recent 

have bolstered his bud-
get. The Dutchman has 
continually stressed that 
he sees each as a valu-
able squad member, that 
he wants two players for 
each position and that 
he would like Maguire 
to stay and fight for his 
place. Fair and honest as 
that may be, United may 
have been better served 
by selling one or both 
and raising revenue.

Sofyan Amrabat, ar-
guably the outstanding 
defensive midfielder in 
the World Cup, looks 
an upgrade on McTomi-
nay.  Fiorentina’s Mo-
rocco international has 
admirers at Old Trafford, 
and United’s first two 
games of the campaign 
suggest there is a need 
to bring in someone to 
partner Casemiro.

And yet, if United’s 
unconvincing start to 
another season does 
not bring a second late-
August splurge and they 
stick to their £120m 
budget, if there are no 
significant sales, there 
is not much scope to 
strengthen. They can 
look trapped by param-
eters set by their recent 
past, the fees agreed 
and the deals not done. 
They are the big spend-
ers struggling to become 
bigger spenders.

THE INDEPENDENT

Erik ten Hag

 MILAN

JUVENTUS are back in the Serie A title discus-
sion as they prepare to host Bologna on Sunday, a 
punchy new style of play in place for a club looking 
to bounce back from last season’s disasters.

Massimiliano Allegri’s side, like Italy’s three other 
big boys, impressed on opening day as they won 
3-0 at  Udinese  and put on the sort of aggressive, 
attack-minded display not usually associated with 
the conservative coach.

Federico Chiesa hailed his team’s “modern style 
of football” after blasting them into the lead after 
108 seconds in Udine and finally showing signs that 
his injury problems might be behind him.

Allegri himself was more circumspect about the 
tactical changes, keener to highlight how Chiesa 
needs to be play up front.

“He has to score 14-16 goals this season... he is 
wasted on the wing,” he said.

But there was something new about Juve’s ap-
proach, an optimism which was lacking last season, 
even before their trials and tribulations in front of 
the sporting courts ended with a 10-point penalty 
and a one-season ban from European football.

Juve scored only 35 times from open play last 
term. Their matches were frequently stodgy affairs. 
An early exit from the Champions League and a 
January thumping at the hands Napoli underlined 
their limitations.

And while Chiesa said Juve’s target is a return to 
Europe’s top club competition, observers in Italy 
immediately made Juventus one of the title favou-
rites.

With their principal rivals -- Milan and reigning 
champions Napoli -- all in transitional periods, Juve 
looked as hungry, and as capable, as they have since 
they broke the bank to sign Cristiano Ronaldo.

AC Milan  will greet their home fans for the first 
time this season against  Torino  on Sunday, with 
the wind in their sails after their new additions 
made a positive start last weekend.

Christian Pulisic  and Tijjani Reijnders, two of 
nine new faces, excelled at Bologna and there is 
hope on the red and black side of Milan that they 
can reach 20 league crowns before local rivals Inter.

AFP

Juventus back with 
a new outlook and 
new ambition



By Correspondent Joseph Mcheka-
dona 

TANZANIA’s national pool 
table team entered camp in 
Dar es Salaam on Tuesday to 
prepare for the All Africa Pool 
Association (AAPA) Champi-
onships scheduled for Octo-
ber in South Africa.

The squad’s manager Pat-
rick Nyangusi said the provi-
sional team- which is made 
up of 17 players- is camping at 
Snipers Club, Mwenge under 
head coach Dennis Lungu.

He said Lungu will select 
eight best-performing play-
ers set to travel to South Af-
rica for the continental show-
piece.

Nyangusi urged the players 
to work hard in the training 
camp so they can earn selec-
tion for the national team.

“The camp has 18 provi-
sional players but the coach 
will trim them to eight, for 
now, all players in the camp 
have a chance to represent 
the country in the champion-
ships, what is needed is hard 
work, discipline, and dedica-
tion,” he said.  

Lungu echoed the team 
manager’s remarks, saying 
that he would only select 
players who meet his require-
ments including dedication, 
ability, hard work, and disci-
pline.

“Players who will make my 
final squad are only those 
who are hardworking, dedi-
cated, disciplined, and show 
the ability to perform, I will 
only select players that I am 
sure will deliver in South Af-
rica,” he said.

Players in the camp are Seif 
Hamadi, Festo Yohana, Isaya 
Paul, Abdallah Hussein, Mus-

 

against JKT Tanzania 
and enjoyed large spells 

of possession in the 
opposition’s half.

Namungo FC was unable 
to convert that into points 
as a first-half goalkeeping 
howler by Jonathan 
Nahimana condemned 
them to a disappointing 
1-0 home loss to the army-
owned club in the opening 
match of the season at 
Majaliwa Stadium in Lindi.

Although Kaze’s side 
did get a point last week, 
it was a similar story as it 
looked like the better team, 
but could not get the win 
they deserved in a 1-1 draw 
with Kinondoni Municipal 
Council FC.

Kaze believes that there 
are improvements in each 
game and the challenge has 
come as a result of imple-
menting changes from a 
counter-attacking side to a 
more possession-based one.

The former Yanga assis-
tant coach is certain the 
process will take time but 
the results will come as his 
squad adjusts and settles in 
the new system.

Kaze pointed out: “In 
general, we have not 
started well in the Premier 
League but, from the first 
game against JKT Tanzania 
towards the second 

game against Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC, I have 
seen big improvements in 
terms of possession, timing 
of pressing and chances 
created.”

“Against Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC, it’s 
unlucky that we didn’t 
score, but if you look at 
the analysis, we managed 
about seven shots on 
target and had four one-
on-one chances with the 
goalkeeper,” the Burundian 
said.

“The crucial thing is the 
process we are working on, 
changing the team from a 
side that plays low blocks 
and relies on the counterat-
tack and transitions to one 
that is offensive, that can 
possess the ball and go for-
ward and back. It’s a long 
process,” Kaze revealed.

The international break 
will give Kaze more time to 
work on his squad as they 
try to overturn a dreadful 
start to the NBC Premier 
League season.

They will have a month-
long break until their next 
game against the newly 
promoted side, Mashujaa 
FC of Kigoma.

There is an ACL 
epidemic in the Premier 
League – here is why
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Cedric Kaze confident performance 
will bolster Namungo FC 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

National pool table team enters camp for Africa Championships

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

A
FTER failing to 
claim victory as 
Namungo FC head 
coach, Cedric 

Kaze insists he has still been 
pleased with his team’s per-
formance and improvements 
in the opening two games of 
the NBC Premier League sea-
son.

The performance is leaving 
him certain it is only a matter 
of time before the results be-
gin to follow.

The outfit, nicknamed 
‘Southerner Killers’, was on 
top for much of the game 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC leadership has expressed confidence in 
the club’s head coach Roberto Oliveira ‘Robertinho’ 
much as there has been some level of dissatisfaction 
among supporters over the outfit’s style of play in the 
past two NBC Premier League matches.

In the last two top-flight fixtures, Simba SC gar-
nered a 4-2 victory over Mtibwa Sugar and later de-
feated Dodoma Jiji FC 2-0.

A section of Simba SC supporters though has de-
jected the team’s performance after conceding goals 
in the opening tie against Mtibwa Sugar which took 
place at Manungu Stadium in Morogoro.

Simba SC thereafter struggled in the outfit’s second 
game against Dodoma Jiji FC, making the former wait 
for the second half to score a brace and secure vic-
tory.

Ahmed Ally, Simba SC’s Information and Communi-
cation Manager, admitted that they have yet to reach 
the pinnacle of good football despite winning their 
matches from the Community Shield to the Premier 
League.

Ally moreover revealed that there are complaints 
from the team’s fans who need to see impressive 
showing in their matches even though the team is 
winning.

The official stated: “It is true that we have yet to 
reach the peak of our quality that is known to the fans 
but there are many basic reasons, one of which is the 
presence of many players.”

“Eleven players are all new and it is not easy for that 
number of players to gel in a short time to get used 
to each other and play well as a team,” the official 
pointed out.

“We are backing our technical bench under coach 
Robertinho and his assistants and players for a great 
job. It is a short time but they have fought for Simba 
SC and now we have six points and six goals,” Ally 
noted.

The Information and Communication Manager also 
stated unity between the fans, technical bench, play-
ers, and leaders is all the team needs to continue win-
ning- believing that nothing can fail.

The Guardian is aware Oliveira has asked Simba 
SC’s leadership to sign another defensive midfielder 
following difficulties in exercising rotation for the po-
sition.

During the 2023/24 Community Shield, Sadio 
Kanoute and Mzamiru Yassin made the starting line-
up as Fabrice Ngoma replaced either of the starting 
midfielders. Currently, Ngoma is a starter as the other 
midfielders alternate.

Domestic defensive midfielders- Abdallah Hamis 
and Nassoro Kapama- are yet to convince the tacti-
cian so they can get playing time.

Should Simba SC go for a foreign defensive mid-
fielder, the squad will have to get rid of one foreign 
player to accommodate the new signing.

The new signing- Ivorian Aubin Kramo- is yet to 
feature in any of the competitive games for the team, 
which will have a tough task to deal with to meet the 
coaches’ demand.

Simba SC 
leadership 
expresses 
optimism 
in Oliveira 

Namungo FC’s head coach, Cedric Kaze. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
NAMUNGO FC

Simba SC head coach, Roberto Oliveira. PHOTO: COURTESY 
OF SIMBA SC

sa Mkwega, Innocent Sammy, 
Melkizedeck Amadeus, Nor-
beth Kobelo, and Jackson Ste-
ven.

Charles Venance, Anthon 
Thomas, Said Jumanne, 
Abdallah Miraji, Abubakar 
Salum, Abdul Said Kiande, 
Baraka Jackson, and Yasin 
Athuman are the other per-
formers.

Pool table is a game now 
gaining popularity in the 
country as recently many 
people patronized the Nane 
Nane Championships which 
had Dar es Salaam outfit, Tip 
Top Club, lifting the title.

Some of the participating 
players in the showdown, 
held in Dar es Salaam, came 

from clubs and others were 
individuals.

Tip Top Club beat fellow 
Dar es Salaam outfit, Vegas 
Club from Sinza suburbs, 13-6 
to win the top honour.

The champion took home 
prize money of 500,000/- 
and gold medals while the 
runner-up, Vegas Club, was 
awarded 100,000/- and silver 
medals.

Snipers Club of Mwenge, 
Dar es Salaam finished third, 
having garnered a 13-6 win 
over Waturuki Club of Teme-
ke and pocketed 50,000/-.

This is the fourth time that 
the Nane Nane Pool Tour-
nament has taken place, it 
was organized by Safi Point 

Company. The tournament’s 
men’s individuals category 
final saw Abdul Kiande from 
Tip Top Club clinch the top 
honour after defeating Festo 
Yohana 7-6.

The category’s champion, 
Kiande, was awarded a gold 
medal and 500,000/- while 
second-placed Yohana took 
home the silver medal and 
100,000/-.

Michael Machellah, a Safi 
Point Company official, said 
Seif Hamad from Tip Top 
Club finished third after beat-
ing Abdallah Hussein from 
Snipers Club 7-6 and the for-
mer was awarded 50,000/-.

In the women’s category, 
Jackline Tido from Dodoma 

beat Judith Machafuko from 
Vegas Club 7-4 in the final and 
was awarded 300,000/- and 
a gold medal while the run-
ner-up, Judith, was awarded 
100,000/- and a silver medal.

Machellah appealed to the 
corporate world to spon-
sor pool tournaments in the 
country saying the sport is 
growing tremendously thus 
attracting many people.

Meanwhile, this year’s edi-
tion of the Nyerere Day Open 
Pool tournament will be held 
in Dodoma from September 
13-15.

The tournament is orga-
nized by Safi Point in cooper-
ation with the National Pool 
Association.

Dar es Salaam youngsters are pictured showcasing their football skills at Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete Youth Park’s venue recently. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA
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