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 By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, Mwanza

THE Ministry of Water is set to construct a 
new water intake that will see Mwanza city 
become the first urban setting in the country 
with 100 per cent clean water supply next 
year.

The receptacle to be built at Butimba will 
cost 276bn/- essentially on the basis of funding 
from the European Union.

The project is meant to enable Mwanza 

13 

 

      Monday 7 October 2019

BUSINESS TechnoServe’s youth retail shop owners programme above target

CapaCity-building 

Conservationists 
use green bonds 
in planting trees

 LONDON 

The Conservation Fund, an environmental non-proit, recently raised $150 million through a debut issue of green bonds to fund tree cultivation. It could be a roadmap for other similar deals.
“This could potentially be a blueprint for other conservation groups to use as a model for tapping the bond market,” said Mallory Rutigliano, a green and sustainable inance analyst at BloombergNEF.

Corporations and governments have been issuing green bonds at a record pace to fund environmentally-friendly projects, like solar panels, wind turbines and energy eiciency projects. Companies and public sector issuers including the World Bank have sold a record $146 billion of global green bonds so far this year, up from $89.1 billion in the same period a year earlier, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.
The Conservation Fund’s deal supports a plan to acquire and secure privately-held working forests — land that’s managed to provide a renewable supply of wood — considered to be at risk, according to John Gilbert, executive vice president and chief inancial oicer. Goldman Sachs Group Inc. was sole underwriter on the 10-year investment-grade bond sale.
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It follows a irst-of-its kind $50 million rhino impact bond, announced in July, aimed at preserving the endangered black rhino in Kenya and South Africa. Last month’s tree bond 

had the added beneit of using nature to suck carbon out of the atmosphere, suggesting another way conservation green bonds could grow.
“The markets are receptive and this intersection of climate change, actual on-the-ground conservation and protecting rural economies is kind of all coming together,” said Gilbert. Relying on philanthropic and other types of support isn’t enough to address the losses — forests will need access to a bigger balance sheet to ight climate change, he said.

Such deals answer a call from investors seeking assets they “view as appropriate from an ESG perspective,” according to Colin Purdie, a chief investment oicer of credit at Aviva Investors, which managed 346 billion pounds ($426 billion) as of 30 June. “It’s not a huge surprise that people are looking at a slightly diferent avenue to get money of the ixed income space,” Purdie said. “My guess would be they are relatively small in size compared to other issuance, and probably quite niche in terms of the investors that are buying them.”

FinanCing 

PAYED program manager Tunsime Kyando addresses graduates of the Pan African Youth Entrepreneur Development programme during gradua-

tion ceremon      held last week in Dar es Salaam. Photo courtesy of PAYED.

Mitumba imports 
hit Sh12bn despite 
Kenyatta agenda

Competition 

NAIROBI

Kenyans splurged Sh11.96 billion on importation of second-hand clothes and footwear in the irst six months of the year, oicial data shows, highlight-ing huge appetite for foreign brands.The Sh1.77 billion or 17.31 percent growth was despite renewed focus on incentivising struggling domestic leather and textiles industries under the “Big Four” plan. The import bill for second-hand clothes, popularly called mitumba, rose by Sh1.04 billion or 13.36 percent in the January-June period to hit Sh8.86 billion compared with Sh7.82 billion in the same period of 2018.
This is a further growth over the Sh6.60 billion recorded in the irst half of 2017, data collated by the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) shows. Higher quality and relatively lower prices of mitumba have contin-ued to drive demand for the merchan-dise at expense of locally-made clothes amid higher margins enjoyed traders largely in informal markets.

Spend on footwear, on the other hand, climbed by a third, or Sh720.5 million, to reach nearly Sh3.10 billion in the period over Sh2.38 billion im-port bill in the irst half of last year, the KNBS data shows. The lucrative second-hand clothing market has seen 

Chinese traders open shops in Gikom-ba, Kenya’s largest informal market for mitumba, in recent years to cash in ris-ing demand.
Leather, textiles and agro-processing sub-sectors are largely seen as low-lying fruits to jump-start President Uhuru Kenyatta’s plan to revive and modernise Kenyan factories under the manufacturing pillar of the “Big Four” agenda.

Small-sized factories in leather and textiles business are set to be given incentives such as access to afordable capital through the proposed merger of state-owned development inanci-ers — Kenya Industrial Estates, Devel-opment Bank of Kenya, Industrial De-velopment Bank of Kenya.
They are also to be helped in ac-cessing new exports markets and ex-panding the existing ones largely in Africa through the Integrated National Exports Development and Promotion Strategy, unveiled in July 2018.

Kenya in May 2017 hastily withdrew from a collective East African Commu-nity bloc’s resolution to ban mitumba after American suppliers threatened to match the move with a retaliatory action. The suppliers had warned of lobbying Congressmen to block Ken-ya’s duty- and quota-free access to the US market under the African Growth and Opportunity Act (Agoa).

 By Francis Kajubi

A 
retail shop owners’ 
entrepreneurship 
programme by 
TechnoServe has enabled young entrepreneurs increase their sales volumes by 32 percent beating a set target of 30 percent during the 2018/19 iscal year.

The Pan African Youth Entrepreneur Development (PAYED) which involved young retail shop owners in Dar es Salaam witnessed 356 individuals graduate last week after a year of entrepreneurship and self-
employment skills training.  

Speaking during a graduation ceremony of the youth, PAYED Program Manager, Tunsime Kyando said unemployment among young people can be 

defeated through training so that the group gets entrepreneurship and life skills for self-employment.  
“TechnoServe Tanzania aims at increasing adoption of best shop management practices among retail shop owners by 60 percent in the next two years through the PAYED program funded by CITI Foundation,” Kyando said.

She noted that a total of 418 youths were enrolled for the program in the place but some of them quit on the way as they came with an idea of being given money,” Kyando added noting that the shop owners went through theory and practical sessions for the period of four months on topics covering best shop management practices, merchandizing and customer 

care.
Kyando further pointed out that the graduates also got knowledge on supply chain management, investment opportunities and business planning. She said before the program, the ability for shop owners to keep records stood at only 21 percent but current that has increased to 88 percent.

“At least 51 percent of the shop owners received training collectively in class sessions while 49 percent were trained individually by visiting them at their work places,” the PAYED Program Manager added. 
Regulatory authorities such Tanzania Revenue Authority, Tanzania Drugs and Medical Devices Authority, Weights and Measures Agency and manufacturers cum suppliers 

who included Mauzo Sheet, ASAS Dairy, Shambani Dairies, Azam, Laiki Soap and DukaPro were linked to the shop owners  as important partners for their businesses.
TechnoServe’s Operations Manager, Bosco Mapunda said knowledge on smart shop entrepreneurship is not only for improving sales but also making shop owners think outside the box by diversifying to broaden their businesses.

“You now have the knowledge that can help you on how to buy shop products in a well-organized partnership model with large manufacturers such as Bakhressa Group of Industries,” Mapunda said pointing out that TechnoServe, a global not for proit organization, has since its establishment in 1968, been 

working on empowering 
agri-business entrepreneurs, 
retail shop owners through 
capacity building.

Mapunda said targeted 
groups are being assisted 
to access basic information 
related to business, start-
up capital, knowledge and 
skills of utilizing available 
market opportunities. He 
asserted that retail trading 
that mostly involves shops 
contributes 80 percent in the 
supply chain of the products 
from manufacturers to 
consumers.

“Shops mostly serve low 
income earners who are 
about 80 percent of the 
country’s population. The 
growth in retail trading is 
crucial as it can contribute 
to increment of revenue 
thus broaden the tax base,” 
Mapunda told the graduates.

At the event, three 
groups out of the eight 
that performed well in 
transforming their shops 
in line with the training 
course were awarded 
500,000/- each. The groups 
are Tunaweza group 
from Kitunda, Nguvukazi 
Vijana Chanika group and 
Twilumba group from 
Saranga Mbezi Louis.

On his part, the event’s 
chief guest, Thabit Massa 
who is Principal Trade 
Oicer for Dar es Salaam 
region, who represented 
Regional Commissioner, said 
the city has almost 200,000 
retail traders who are an 
important group in paying 
taxes.

“Educating youth on issues 
relating to trade matters a lot 
to the government which has 
been employing initiatives 
meant to formalize most 
entrepreneurs,” Massa said.

WTO cuts outlook for global trade growth to lowest ever in a decade

Slowdown 

WTO Director-General Roberto Azevedo. 

 GENEVA

The World Trade Organization cut its global trade growth forecast for this year to the weakest level in a decade, warning that further rounds of tarifs in an environment of heightened uncertainty could spark a “destructive cycle of recrimination.”
The volume of merchandise trade will increase by 1.2% this year and 2.7% next year, after a 

3% advance in 2018, the WTO said in a report published Tuesday. The outlook marks a sharp downgrade from the WTO’s previous projections in April, when the Geneva-based organization predicted a 2.6% gain in global trade in 2019 and 3% the following year. It also underscores the risks facing international commerce as the US threatens more tarifs on Chinese imports and prepares new, WTO-sanctioned levies 

on goods from the European Union.
“The darkening outlook for trade is discouraging but not unexpected,” WTO Director-

General Roberto Azevedo said in statement. “Trade conlicts heighten uncertainty, which is leading some businesses to de-
lay the productivity-enhancing investments that are essential to raising living standards. Job creation may also be ham-

pered as irms employ fewer 

workers to produce goods and services for export.”
The WTO report cited vari-

ous risks to trade growth in-
cluding rising trade tensions, Brexit-related uncertainty in the EU and shifting monetary policy stances in developed economies.

 It’s the third consecutive year the WTO has reduced its expectations for global trade growth and broadly relects similar readings from the 

World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. 
Last month, the Paris-based 
OECD said the world’s inten-
sifying trade conlicts have 
caused economic growth to 
dip to levels not seen since 
the inancial crisis a decade 
ago.

The WTO’s revised igures 
represent a key gauge of the 
stakes involved in President 
Donald Trump’s efort to 
overhaul America’s trade 
relationships around the 
world. Since the WTO’s last 
report, Trump has escalated 
his ight with China and tit-
for-tat tarifs have continued 
to weigh on global economic 
growth. Chinese Vice 
Premier Liu He plans to visit 
Washington to meet with 
his US counterparts during 
the week of Oct. 7. Tarifs on 
some Chinese imports are 
set to increase on Oct. 15.

Meanwhile, Trump may 
soon impose new tarifs on 
as much as $8bn worth of 
European goods stemming 
from a 15-year-old dispute 
over illegal state aid provided 
to aircraft maker Airbus SE.

The European 
Commission is mulling a 
plan to immediately retaliate 
with tarifs on more than 
$4bn worth of US exports, 
citing as justiication a WTO 
dispute over prohibited 
subsidies from two decades 
ago. “Risks to the forecast 
are heavily weighted to the 
downside and dominated 
by trade policy,” the WTO 
report said.

The markets are 
receptive and 
this intersection 
of climate 
change, actual 
on-the-ground 
conservation and 
protecting rural 
economies is kind of all coming together
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JP ders PCCB to probe 
Rukwa Water dept tenders

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

 LIVESTOCK and Fisheries minister 
Luhaga Mpina yesterday directed the 
formation of cooperative societies for 
fishing groups in all regions where fishing 
is a major economic activity to ease access 
to loans.

Speaking here at the weekend during 
the launch of Igombe Limited cooperative 
society in Ilemela District, Mpina directed 
the Permanent Secretary in charge of 
Fisheries at the ministry to ensure that 
not less than 20 societies are formed by 
December 31st.

“It’s only through cooperatives that many 

fishers can graduate from subsistence to 
commercial fishing,” the minister said.

Mpina said through cooperative societies, 
farmers will have an opportunity to borrow 

By Guardian Reporter

P
RESIDENT John Magufuli yester-
day directed the Prevention and 
Combating of Corruption Bureau 
(PCCB) to investigate Ministry of 

Water officials who repeatedly awarded ten-
ders to a contractor in Rukwa Region despite 
a record of shoddy works. 

Speaking at Laela township in Sumbawanga 
district during the launching of the 223.2km-
Tunduma-Sumbawanga road, the president 
cited one of the tenders awarded to the pri-
vate company as a 1.7bn/- Laela Water Project 
which took a long time to complete but water 
is not flowing yet.

“I have been informed that the contractors 
has been implementing a number of water 
projects amounting up to 20bn/- in Rukwa 
region but most of them are substandard 
and not working thus leaving so many people 
without water,” he said.

He asked the Minister for Water, Prof 
Makame Mbarawa to form a special team to 
evaluate all the water projects given to the 

contractor for further measures.
“I will closely follow up if all these direc-

tives have been implemented. Those who 
used to tamper with development funds 
will not be spared...we will not sit and watch 
people sabotaging water projects, incurring 
much loss to the government as well as caus-
ing disturbances for the community,” he said.

Earlier, the minister had acknowledged 
that Rukwa region is among regions facing a 
number of water challenges due to unprofes-
sional contractors.

“Most of them were not implementing the 
projects timely and at the required quality, so 
we have blacklisted most of the contractors 
here and hired new ones,” he affirmed.

The government will continue embarking 
on different water projects to address water 
shortages in the region, he stated.

“As I speak, the government has provided 
150m/- to Sumbawanga Urban Water Supply 
and Sanitation Authority to supply water in 
Laela town,” he told the gathering.

Nkasi North MP Ally Kessy said most of the 
water projects in the area have turned up to 
be white elephants and the contractor is liv-
ing his best life without worries.

TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

Minister: Fishing groups need 
cooperatives to access credits Earlier, the minister 

had acknowledged that 
Rukwa region is among 
regions facing a number 
of water challenges 
due to unprofessional 
contractors 

LONDON

TRADE ministers and senior officials from 
Commonwealth countries are set to meet here 
for three days from today to explore strategies 
for deepening trade and investment, while 
supporting a transparent, inclusive, fair and 
open rules-based global trading system.

The Commonwealth Trade Ministers 
Meeting will take place on Thursday, following 
discussions among senior trade officials. Chaired 
by the UK, the focus will be on strengthening 
multilateral trade, fighting protectionism and 
progressing efforts to achieve $2 trillion worth of 

trade within the Commonwealth by 2030.
“Our Commonwealth approach recognises 

that all are able to give, and all are able to gain: by 
coming together in our rich economic, cultural 
and geographical diversity we learn much 
from one another and are able to accelerate 
inclusive and more sustainable progress for 
all,” Commonwealth Secretary General Patricia 
Scotland said.

“Amid global uncertainties, the Commonwealth 
remains a champion for transparent, inclusive, 
fair, and open rules-based trade,” she declared.

She described the Commonwealth Trade 
Ministers Meeting as “a tremendously valuable 
opportunity to consider issues of pressing 
concern in an atmosphere of trust and goodwill, 
and to agree on action that needs to be taken 
by our member nations collectively and 
individually.”

Meanwhile, UK Secretary of State for 
International Trade Elizabeth Truss noted that 
the 53 member states in the Commonwealth 
boast a combined population of over 2.4 billion 
people and intra-Commonwealth trade is

Amid global uncertainties, 
the Commonwealth remains 
a champion for transparent, 
inclusive, fair, and open 
rules-based trade 

Commonwealth 
trade ministers 
set for meeting 
amid global 
uncertainties

President John Magufuli pictured yesterday addressing a meeting at Laela, a township in Rukwa Region traversed by the now-tarmacked 223.21-km Tunduma-
Sumbawanga road, shortly after he had inaugurated it. Photo: State House  

money from financial institutions and invest 
in modern fishing gears and fish processing 
factories.

Many people engaged in subsistence and 
commercial fishing do not earn much from 
the industry as they lack capital among 
other challenges, leaving the big money to 
middlemen and dealers who do not do the 
actual fishing.

Mpina said if fishing groups unite in 
cooperatives and run the societies well, their 
fortunes will change for the better as they 
will be respected by financial institutions in 
like manner as any investors and not just

‘Mwanza city to achieve 100pc 
clean water supply by next year’

It’s only through 
cooperatives that many 
fishers can graduate from 
subsistence to commercial 
fishing,” the minister said 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Dr Magufuli urged 
residents to make 
good use of the road 
by initiating income 
generating activities 
to improve their 
incomes 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Urban Water supply and Sanitation 
Authority (MWAUWASA) to supply clean 
water to 100 percent of the city.

The details were unveiled here at the 
weekend by the Deputy Minister for Water, 
Jumaa Aweso (pictured) during a visit by 
a parliamentary committee on water and 
environment from the Federal Republic of 
Germany to inspect implementation of 



water projects the country has 
helped inance in Mwanza city.

The project scheduled to be 
completed next year will support 
the current intake based at Capri 
Point that is unable to supply clean 
water in all areas of the city owing to 
increased population, he said.

As water supply is conducted 
by the government through the 
ministry, support from the European 
Union where Germany is a key 
member has been crucial to ensure 
people with accessibility to clean 

water, he stated.
He thanked Germany for 

sponsoring the Simiyu Climate 
Resilience and Investment 
Financing - Output Based Aid (IFF-
OBA) projects of water utilities with 
inancing up to 444bn/-.

This assistance will signiicantly 
help to solve the water crisis in Simiyu 
region and open up opportunities 
for irrigation agriculture in the area, 
the deputy minister underlined said.

Germany through the KfW 
development bank accepted 
an application to the Green 

Climate Fund (GCF) in 2017 for 
implementation of the Simiyu 
resilience project.

The application focused on critical 
water demand in the region in the 
wake of deforestation and long dry 
spells.

The project is inanced by 
contributions from GCF, the host 
government and Germany via KfW 
Bank, on the basis of the inancing 
agreement signed on 3rd May 2019.

Syevia Kothing-Uhl, the head of 
the parliamentary delegation, said 
that the few days they had spent in 

Tanzania enabled them to visit the 
capital, Dodoma as well as Serengeti 
National Park “and were happy with 
how Tanzania strives to conserve 
biodiversity in the world famous 
park.”

Conservation of biodiversity is 
one element that helps to combat 
challenges of climatic change and 
is crucial for the environment to 
support agriculture.

The delegation visited a waste 
water treatment plant at Butuja, a 
simpliied sewerage at Mabatini and 
conducted a meeting at Nyasaka 

Secondary School that is among 
beneiciaries of water projects 
managed by the Mwanza Urban 
Water and Sanitation Authority 
(MWAUWASA), with German 
funding.

Anthony Sanga,   the Deputy 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 
of Water, said that only 5000 houses, 
about 10 percent of Mwanza city 
households have been connected to 
the waste water treatment plant due 
topography. More funds are required 
to expand the plant to serve as many 
homesteads as possible, he added.
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa inspects cotton at a Biosustain Ginnery godown at Mandewa in Singida Region yesterday. Photo: PMO

C’wealth trade ministers set to meet amid global uncertainties

Four Corners Cultural Festival coordinator Eliminata Awet (L, gesturing) pictured at the weekend briefing Natural Resources and Tourism deputy minister Constantine Kanyasu (2nd-R) on a typical tra-
ditional house of the Datooga tribespeople at Haydom Cultural village in Mbulu District. This was during a cultural festival that drew representative of some 30 tribes from various Tanzanian regions. 
Looking on (R) is Mbulu legislator Flatei Massay. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

‘Mwanza city to achieve 100pc clean water supply by next year’

Minister: Fishing 
groups need 
cooperatives to 
access loans
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JPM orders PCCB to probe 
Rukwa Water dept tenders
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small time fishermen.
The sale of fish and fishery products has 

hit 691bn/- this year, up from 379bn/- last 
year, he stated, noting that the sector is 
among key contributors to the country’s 
gross domestic product. 

Improvement in the local fishing indus-
try has led to decrease in fish importation 
and other fish products from   56bn/- ex-
penditure in 2017 to 17bn/- by the middle 
of this year.

“This financial year we will not spend a 
cent in importation of fish because local 
fishing activity can satisfy market needs. 
We don’t have a reason to import fish any-
more,” he declared.

The ministry’s 2016 report titled “The 
Tanzania Fisheries Sector: Challenges and 
Opportunities” outlines the breadth of fish-
eries resources from marine, freshwater, 
riverine and wetland species. 

Making use of these resources, the sec-
tor provides direct employment to about 
183,800 fishermen. More than four million 
people such as fish traders, boat builders, 
fish processors, net and engine repairers 
are indirectly employed, the report noted.

It states that the sector provides income 
to local people from foreign earnings, food 
for coastal and upcountry communities 
and contributes to GDP by some 2.4 per 
cent in 2015.

This makes the country one of the big-
gest fishing countries in Africa, ranking in 
the top 10 in total capture and fisheries 
production, the report noted, stating all the 
same that current information on fisheries 
management performance is scanty.

Fisheries resources in Tanzania are cur-
rently exploited using the open access 
principle, through a licensing system and 
community participation in fisheries man-
agement, it specified.

projected to reach $700 billion by next 
year.

“The global outlook on trade is 
changing rapidly and we face the ever-
present challenge of a rise in protectionist 
tendencies. Together, the Commonwealth 
member countries can help to ight against 
protectionism and promote a transparent, 
inclusive, fair and open rules-based 
multilateral trading system,” she stated.

The Commonwealth Secretariat chief 
executive expressed hope that this week’s 
meeting “will help build on the progress 
made at the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting last year, as we seek 
to take advantage of new opportunities 

with some of our oldest friends.”
The meeting is also expected to relect 

on how to make trade more inclusive and 
sustainable by engaging more women and 
youth at all levels as well as developing the 
blue and green economy.

It will review the progress made under the 
Commonwealth Connectivity Agenda – an 
initiative launched by heads of government 
last year to support economic growth, job 
creation, and the sharing of best practices 
and learning among members.

This includes moves to harness the digital 
revolution in Commonwealth economies 
and create an enabling environment for 
the private sector to tap into global trade, 
especially micro, small and medium 

enterprises.
Secretary General Scotland said the depth 

and breadth of Commonwealth connection 
ofered immense opportunities, “and there 
is huge as yet untapped potential.”

“Rapid growth of population and 
per capita income, particularly in our 
developing country members in Asia, 
seems set to continue for some considerable 
time. We see intra-Commonwealth trade 
expanding too, and by working together we 
can agree and implement policy options 
so that within the next decade it reaches 
the $2 trillion goal set by our heads of 
government at last year’s Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM),” 
she elaborated.

The outcomes of the meeting are 
expected to shape trade-related discussions 
at the next CHOGM – scheduled for June 
2020 in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

The Commonwealth is a voluntary 
association of 53 independent and equal 
sovereign states sharing values and 
principles inscribed in the Commonwealth 
Charter. It is home to 2.4 billion people and 
includes a number of advanced economies 
and a breadth of developing countries.

Around 31 of its members are small states, 
mostly island nations, while the member 
countries are supported by a network 
of more than 80 intergovernmental, 
civil society, cultural and professional 
organisations.

“I have been recommending that the government takes 
stern measures to these contractors as they threaten the lives 
of poor Tanzanians. Water is an essential need for every hu-
man being,” he emphasized.

The National Water Policy is meant to provide guidance on 
implementation of the water and sanitation programme with 
the major objective of providing clean water to every house-
hold, earlier set for year 2020.

Reports show that only 50 percent of Tanzania’s popula-
tion has access to an improved source of water, and only 34 
percent has access to improved sanitation. Under these cir-
cumstances, the poor, particularly women and girls spend a 
significant amount of time traveling various distances to col-
lect water.

President Magufuli also launched the 223km Tunduma- 
Sumbawanga road built at tarmac level, likely to open up and 
stimulate economic activities in the southern and western 
part of thecountry.

Costing around 554.2bn/-, the project has been implement-
ed with funding from the U.S. government’s Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC).

President Magufuli said at the inauguration event held at 
laela township in Sumbawanga district that the road will 
stimulate economic activities within and outside the region 
by easing time and costs of doing business. This is likely to 
change people’s lives, he stated.

Dr Magufuli urged residents to make good use of the road 
by initiating income generating activities to improve their in-
comes.

Earlier, the Minister for Works, Transport and Communi-
cation Isack Kamwelwe said that the completion of the road 
shows how the government is committed to transform the 
country’s major infrastructures by connecting districts, re-
gions and neighboring countries with better roads to boost 
development.

The government is conducting major rehabilitations of 
road infrastructure in various regions so as to open more 
economic opportunities, improve people’s lives and fight 
poverty.

“The road links neighboring countries of Malawi, Zam-
bia, Congo, Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda and other railway 
transport system of Tanzania and Zambia (TAZARA) and the 
Central Railway. This will also help to improve trade between 
these countries,” he asserted.

 The road will help to promote tourism as it makes it easy 
for tourists to reach various attractions such as Gombe, Ma-
hale and Katavi national parks, he pointed out.

 “The road will help to improve productions in agriculture, 
fisheries and industries in the region and sounding areas,” 
the minister added.

FROM PAGE 1
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By Guardian Reporter 

THE East African Business Council 
(EABC) in partnership with Tanzania 
Private Sector Foundation (TPSF) and 
the East African Community (EAC) 
has organised the second edition of 
East African Business and Investment 
Summit scheduled to take place next 
month in the country’s northern sa-
fari capital of Arusha.

The investment which will be held 
between November 28 and 29 will 
also be preceded with the summit of 
the EAC heads of state.

According to a statement issued 
yesterday by EABC, this year’s busi-
ness summit is unique as it aims to 
set the economic agenda and outlook 
for East Africa, as the region com-
memorates 20 years of EAC regional 

integration process in November.
The business summit is organised 

under the theme “EAC@20: Private 
Sector Driven Regional Integration.”

The business summit sets the pace 
for the EAC region to chart out a com-
mon and shared economic vision in 
partnership with the private sector. 
The Business Summit will undertake 
an audit of achievements, impedi-
ments and prospects of the EAC re-
gional integration process in light of 
the Customs Union, Common Market 
and Monetary Union Protocols as 
well as continental & global develop-
ments.

Over 300 top CEOs, industry cham-
pions, women in business, SMEs and 
investors from the region and beyond 
will engage in high-level dialogue 
with the EAC Council of Ministers.

The current Chair of the EAC Coun-
cil of Ministers is expected to be the 
Chief Guest at the special session - 
CEOs Round Table with EAC Council 
of Ministers.

Various topical areas affecting 
trade and investment are expected to 
be deliberated on, among which are; 
facilitating and increasing intra-EAC 
trade & investments, leveraging on 
the African Continental Free Trade 
Area, Digitalization, Small & Medium-
Sized Enterprises and Industrial De-
velopment during the different ple-
nary and break-away sessions.

The Resolutions of the Business 
Summit shall be submitted to the 
EAC Council of Ministers and Summit 
of EAC Heads of State in a bid to turn 
policy into practice to deliver quick 
wins for the region.

EABC, TPSF to organise regional
investment summit next month 

We support a total of 41 hospitals 

in Tanzania in medical equipment, 

surgical tools, training of staff 

and other health assistance

Bonite Bottlers sales and marketing manager Christopher Loiruk (C) briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the 

Kilimanjaro Water promotion scheduled to begin today across Dar es Salaam, Coast and Morogoro regions and run until 

next month. Bulk buyers of the drink will enter a draw in which winners will be awarded motorcycles, television sets and 

cartons of water. Photo: Selemani Mpochi

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Kilimanjaro

 OVER 12,000 women that were suffering from fistula 
ailments in Tanzania have been treated and repaired 
thanks to the annual humanitarian cycling event known 
as ‘Africa Classic.’

 Dr Florence Temu, the resident director for Amref 
Health Africa, Tanzania which organises the Africa clas-
sic the humanitarian motorcycling event said that races 
around Mount Kilimanjaro  take  place every year.

“We support a total of 41 hospitals in Tanzania in medi-
cal equipment, surgical tools, training of staff and other 
health assistance,” explained Dr Temu, adding through 
the initiative, more than 12,000 women with fistula have 
been treated and ailments repaired.

Amref Health also fights against Female Genital Mutila-
tion and early marriage among young girls and ailments 
such as HIV-Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The organi-
zation also works to support Reproductive Health and 
Youth Health

This year’s installment for ‘Africa Classic,’ taking place 
around Mount Kilimanjaro has attracted 85 riders for the 
first batch which rode on Sunday and will be going round 
Africa’s highest peak for six days, covering 400 kilome-
ters.

The second batch is currently registering in Nether-
lands and this will take off next week just as the first team 
of riders complete their circle. Last year the expedition 
raised 2.3 billion/- all aimed at footing health initiatives 
in East Africa.

Last year the African Classic 2018 involved nearly 100 
volunteers from the Netherlands. The number is expect-
ed to double this year.

Previously in 2017 the maiden African Classic venture 
for Tanzania did the same for health interventions in Ken-
ya, Tanzania and Ethiopia, where 1.7 billion/- was raised 
for the cause including combating cases of Female Genital 
Mutilation.

The District Commissioner for Siha, graced the ‘Africa 
Classic,’ cycling flagging off at Kilimanjaro Airport; “This 
event not only helps in supporting health initiatives but 
also serves as tourism promotion for the country,” he stat-
ed adding the government will always offer full support.

At 22 Sophia Roniyn is the youngest rider in the expedi-
tion; “We are out on mission to support health initiatives 
for especially young girls like myself here in Africa,” she 
stated, adding that it comes from her heart.

The Africa Classic benefits Amref in Africa, whose mis-
sion it is to break the cycle of poor health and poverty 
in Africa, specifically targeting Reproductive, Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health; As well as HIV, Malaria and 
Tuberculosis, Water and Sanitation and Hygiene.

Amref is the largest African Health Organisation, head-
quartered in Nairobi, Kenya with a presence in 35 coun-
tries.

According to Dr Temu, Amref has a vision for lasting 
health change in Africa and building communities with 
the knowledge, skills and means to maintain their good 
health in the course of breaking the cycle of poor health 
and poverty.

There is also the mission to reach out to more than 
16,000 girls in Tanzania, Ethiopia and Kenya for combat-
ing cases of female genital mutilations affecting young 
girls’ population in the region, skilled care of mothers 
before, during and after childbirth; prevention and treat-
ment of cervical cancer, and proper management of 
childhood illnesses.

12,000 women 
healed from 
fistula through 
support from  
humanitarian 
motor  event 
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We shall start the campaign at Nzovwe river basin 
whose water flows into Lake Rukwa because the basin 
has been invaded by human activities including dumping 
of refuse

Energy minister Dr Medard Kalemani (C, in yellow tie) has a word with NMB Bank Plc staff when he visited the bank’s pavilion during the Third 

Oil & Gas Conference held in Dar es Salaam last week. Others include former Vice President Dr Mohamed Gharib Bilal (to his right) and Minister 

of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Investment) Angellah Kairuki and Association of Tanzania Oil and Gas Service Providers official Abdul-

samad Abdulrahim. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

LAKE Rukwa Basin Water 
Board in partnership with 
13 secondary and primary 
schools in Mbeya City have ini-
tiated a special environment 
cleanliness campaign around 
water sources to ease water 
supply challenges in the city 
due to human activities.

In an in interview with this 
paper at the weekend, the di-
rector of Lake Rukwa Basin 
Water Board Grace Chitanda 
said this is part of the Board’s 
strategy in fighting environ-
mental pollution around water 
sources before the coming rain 
season, 

She said they have come up 

with the campaign to ensure 
steady supply of adequate 
clean and safe water during 
which they will also educate 
the wananchi to stop environ-
mental degradation. 

She added: “We shall start 
the campaign at Nzovwe river 
basin whose water flows into 
Lake Rukwa because the basin 
has been invaded by human 
activities including dumping 
of refuse.”

She said environmental pol-
lution challenges included the 
dumping of plastic bags that 
contributed greatly the disap-
pearance of living things in riv-
ers and other water sources.

A Form II student from Uten-
gule secondary school Valeria 

Angumbwike, asked the gov-
ernment to enable schools to 
initiate environment societies 
to fight environment pollution 
at water sources. 

He said the societies will en-
gage themselves to the society 
on the importance of preserv-
ing the environment at water 
sources.

The Mbeya regional medical 
Officer Salum Manyata said 60 
per cent of human diseases are 
a result of use of unsafe water 
which is largely drawn from 
rivers. 

He called on the wananchi 
to support government efforts 
in the cleanliness campaign 
of the environment to protect 
water sources.

Mbeya city initiates 
cleanliness campaign 
around water sources

By Guardian Correspondent,Mwanza

MORE than 800,000 resi-
dents in Simiyu Region are to 
benefit from a 400bn/- water 
project to be financed by vari-
ous development stakeholders 
including the governments of 
Tanzania, Germany and wa-
nanchi’s efforts.

This was said in Mwanza at 
the weekend by the Deputy 
Minister for Water Jumaa Awe-
so after he received a delega-

tion from the Environment and 
Natural Organism Committee 
of German parliament led by 
its chairperson Syevia Kothing-
uhl that visited the region to 
inspect areas where the Simiyu 
Climate Resilience Water Sup-
ply Project would be built.

The delegation also had 
the opportunity to visit sew-
age projects in hilly areas and 
sludge digesters in Mwanza re-
gion. 

Aweso said the project’s 

main aim is to improve peo-
ple’s health to be economically 
productive in areas where they 
have been adversely impacted 
by climate change.

He said: “Simiyu Region is 
among areas that face water 
challenges, hence the 400bn/- 
from Frfankfurt based KFW 
Development Bank (26.1 euros), 
Green German Climate Fund 
(102.7 euros) and the Tanzania 
Government (42.2 euros) for 
the construction of water pro-

ject in the region.”
He said apart from provision 

of water for various uses includ-
ing irrigation farming whereby 
more than 800,000 residents 
and 200 villages in the region 
stand to benefit.

He said he has directed ex-
perts to start initial ground-
work so that the project begins 
quickly since the funds are al-
ready available.

On his part, Deputy Perma-
nent secretary in the water min-

istry Eng. Anthony Sanga said 
the project will be implement-
ed in the region’s all five regions 
and will be in two phases.

He said the first phase will 
cover Bariadi and Itilima dis-
tricts while the second phased 
will cover the rest.

The Chairman of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Water Parlia-
mentary Committee Mahmoud 
Mgimwa said on May 3 this 
year they signed the 444b/- wa-
ter project for Simiyu Region, 

which is among huge water pro-
jects to be undertaken in the 
country, and added that there 
were still other areas in the 
country that faced water chal-
lenges hence asked the visiting 
German Parliamentary delega-
tion to continue helping them 
in urban as well as rural areas. 

The Coordinator of Simiyu 
Water Project Eng Mwajuma 
Waziri said design works have 
been completed and by July 
2020 they will advertise ten-

ders.
The Chairperson of Environ-

ment and Natural Organism 
Committee of the German par-
liament Syevia Kothing-uhl said 
they have made a one week tour 
in the country by visiting pro-
jects that have been financed by 
their country and were happy 
to note that the said projects 
have brought in positive re-
sults and added that they sup-
port projects that preserve the 
environment.

Simiyu  to benefit from 400bn/- German funding of water project
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Inadequate space 
for health service 
provision factors 
hinder  community 
participation, say
parliamentarians

GSM group marketing and communication manager Matina Nkurlu (R) assists teachers and students in offloading – from a vehicle – 100 corrugated iron roofing 

sheets the firm presented to Bagamoyo District’s Kaole Primary School yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Ileje

A TOTAL of 1,800 farmers in Ileje dis-
trict, in Songwe region have resolved to 
engage in avocado farming which   is 
now regarded as ‘earth gold’ due to its 
high monetary returns. 

The farmers gave the pledge yester-
day during a meeting that discussed 
strategies that would enable farmers 
to benefit from the crop. The meeting 
was organised by Agri Organic Tanzania 
Limited.

They said they have been farming oth-
er crops but now have decided to culti-
vate avocado because it has high returns 
compared to other crops.

Edson Tete, one of the farmers said for 
55 years   he has been engaged in farm-
ing without any tangible benefits but 
with cultivation of avocado he stands to 
gain, because, he added, neighbours in 
Rungwe district have been benefitting a 
lot from avocado farming. 

The chairman of Bwenda Village farm-
ers group Asubile Atson said they have 
already grown seedlings for cultivation 
as well as for sale to other farmers.

He said his group of 20 members has 

grown 6,165 avocado seedlings and sell 
each seedling for between 2,500/- to 
3,000/-.

However, he said, what they lack is 
adequate education about avocado 
farming hence the need experts to assist 
them.

Managing director of Agri Organic 
Tanzania Limited, Ahadi Mtweve said 
their aim is to assure all the wananchi in 
Ileje District cultivate avocado.  

He said already the district’s leader-
ship has given its blessings to the com-
pany to mobilize commercial avocado 
farming. He said their expectation is 
that after five years avocado farming 
will positively start changing the lives of 
wananchi in Ileje who are blessed with 
huge areas of arable land.

A nutrition expert from Feed The Fu-
ture that deals with vegetable and fruits 
project Itika Kisunga assured Ileje farm-
ers n the availability of implements and 
other inputs for growing of avocado 
seedlings.

He emphasised that the aim of the 
fruits and vegetable project is to reach 
as women than men because they are a 
priority in raising families. 

Ileje farmers venture 
into avocado farming

Sagcot praises govt and partners for opening up rural Tanzania
By Guardian Reporter

THE Southern Agricultural 
Corridor of Tanzania (Sag-
cot) has paid tribute to gov-
ernment and its partners for 
building physical infrastruc-
ture and making rural Tanza-
nia conveniently reachable.

Sagcot is tasked to trans-
form agriculture and increase 

disposable income of peasants 
in the southern highlands re-
gions of Tanzania.

Sagcot Chief Executive Of-
ficer Geoffrey Kirenga told 
reporters here that provision 
of power and good roads to 
villages has transformed rural 
Tanzania, making rural com-
munities richer than was the 
case in the past.

“In southern Tanzania the 
roads have opened up rural 
remote villages making lives of 
communities better by access-
ing goods and services that 
were hard to get in the past. 
Now crops can be transported 
to markets and electricity has 
motivated agro-processors to 
start or multiply industries in 
villages,” he explained, paying 

tribute to the Rural Electrifica-
tion Agency (REA) for taking 
power to many remote villages.

He said having right infra-
structure and access to mar-
kets are important elements in 
making Tanzania with a mid-
dle-income economy possible.  
Tanzania wants to become an 
industrial country by end of 
next year and a middle-income 

industrial nation by 2025.
“Iringa and Mbeya regions 

are good examples with 
opened up villages. In those 
two regions the situation 
is good.  Peoples’ lives are 
changing very fast with per-
suading bright future pros-
pects,” he reported, adding 
that emergence of physical in-
frastructure has increased job 

opportunities in rural areas 
and crops were now reaching 
markets.

He praised the Tanzania 
Research Institute (TARI) for 
taking to farmers appropriate 
crop seeds, enabling them to 
increase harvests.  Seeds from 
TARI have increased yields in 
Ihemi Cluster, Mr Kirenga re-
ported.

Sagcot’s Coordinator of 
Partners, Ms Rehema Kibwana 
the institution was currently 
working with 122 partners 
from the public and private 
sectors.

She said the biggest consid-
eration in picking a partner 
was the partner’s ability   to 
provide services that would 
change lives of peasants.
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A nutrition expert from Feed The Future 
that deals with vegetable and fruits pro-
ject Itika Kisunga assured Ileje farmers n 
the availability of implements and other 
inputs for growing of avocado seedlings
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Launching of one-stop 
border post to better
SADC states  bilateral 
relations boost trade

TCCIA gets 2,000 acres for cassava 
plantation and industry in Dodoma

By Guardian Reporter

TRADERS using the Tun-
duma-Nakonde border be-
tween Tanzania and Zam-
bia to clear their goods will 
from now no longer wait 
for four days as it was in the 
past following the launch 
of one stop boarder post 
which has reduced waiting 
time to a single day.

The state of the art centre 
which was launched over 
the weekend, is worth  $7.8 
million  (approximately 
18bn/-)  and aims at boost-
ing and facilitating trade 
among the two countries 
as well as other member 
states of the Southern Afri-
can Development Commu-
nity (SADC).

It was launched by Presi-
dent John Magufuli and his 
Zambian counterpart Ed-
gar Lungu as well as cabi-
net ministers and other 
officials at the busy board-
er post between the two 
countries.

Zambia is among the 
leading countries which 
import and exports its 
products through the Dar 
es Salaam port account-
ing for about 37 percent of 
cargo which is handled at 
the port.

Available statistics indi-
cate that over 600 vehicles 
pass at the boarder on daily 
basis.

“The facility is para-
mount in  further boost-
ing trade between member 
states of Southern Africa 
Development Community 
(SADC) because currently 
our trade  trade volume 
with and Zambia surged 
from  $89 million in 2010 to 
265bn/- last year,” said Pres-
ident Magufuli in his speech 
during the event.

According to the head of 
state, during the period un-
der review, exports from 
Tanzania to Zambia totaled 
149.5bn/- while imports 
from the latter amounted 
to 116.3bn/-

President Magufuli was 

nevertheless hopeful that 
there was still room for 
growth of intra-trade trade 
and investment between 
Tanzania and Zambia as 
well as other member 
states of SADC.

Explaining further, Presi-
dent Magufuli said  there 
are about 965 large and 
medium scale enterprises 
from Tanzania which have 
invested in Zambia while 
eight companies from that 
country have invested 
$10.8 million jobs in Tanza-
nia, creating about 312 jobs.

The modern Tunduma-
Nakonde one stop boarder 
post becomes the first state 
of the art facility connect-
ing the East African Com-
munity (EAC) and SADC to 
which Tanzania is a mem-
ber state of both regional 
blocs while Zambia is a 
member of the latter.

Dr Magufuli was however 
sad that little efforts have 
been taken to revamp the 
once thriving Tanzania 
Zambia Railway Authority 
(TAZARA) which provides 
trades with affordable 
costs in transporting cargo.

“TAZAMA oil pipeline 
is performing well but 
there are some issues with 
TAZARA which need to 
be addressed to make the 
railway line operate profit-
ably,” he stated.

The Zambian President 
was equally impressed that 
the centre will boost trade 
between Tanzania and his 
land-locked country.

 “TAZARA (Tanzania Zam-
bia Railway) and TAZAMA 
(Tanzania Zambia Oil Pipe-
line) are examples of perfect 
partnerships between our 
two countries,” he explained.

Earlier, Tanzania’s Minister 
for Finance and Planning, 
Dr Philip Mpango, said apart 
from facilitating trade among 
member states of SADC, 
the Tunduma-Nakonde one 
stop boarder post will ena-
ble the government of Tan-
zania and Zambia to boost 
revenue collections.

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodo-
ma 

 TANZANIA Chamber for Commerce, In-
dustrial and Agricultural (TCCIA) is set to in-
vest in large plantations of cashew and cas-
sava in Chemba District, Dodoma Region.

The chamber has secured 2,000 acres 
of land in the district that will be used to 
support installation of cassava processing 
industry, with an eye of producing cassava 
starch as well as animal feed.

According to TCCIA regional secretary, 
Idd Senge, the chamber will run the crucial 

project in partnership with a high profile lo-
cal investor (name withheld).

“We have already obtained the land and 
currently we’re working on some key pend-
ing issues in readiness to have the project 
take off, “ he briefed the Guardian, added: 
“Our target is to install modern quality so as 
to produce the beast products,”

He noted that the development was part 
of series of efforts by the chamber to speed 
up a pace of industrial grow in the region.

Moreover, he bragged that, the envisaged 
plant would play major role in stimulating 
cultivation of the tuber crop in the region by 

ensuring relevant farmers with vast markets 
for their produced.

Despite being endowed with key poten-
tials for growing cassava, the cash crop has 
for years been cultivated in poor tide in the 
region, and the country in a whole.

But the recently revelation that some In-
dian and Chinese traders are eying to invest 
largely in cassava processing industries in 
Tanzania has triggered major revolution 
among many farmers of the crucial cash 
crop. During the China- ASEAN Expo (CA-
EXPO) 2018, held in China, most Chinese 
traders expressed major interest to chip in 

the country (Tanzania) and invest in cassava 
processing industries.

With estimated annual production rate of 
6.8 million tonnes, Tanzania is the twelfth 
largest producer of cassava in the world, and 
the sixth in Africa after Nigeria, DRC, Ghana, 
Angola, and Mozambique.

The future demand of cassava in Tanzania 
is projected to stand between 530,000 and 
630,000 tonnes whereby potential driv-
ers of increased local demand are milling, 
animal feed,beer and beverages, sweet and 
snacks, starch manufacture, textile factories, 
paper mills and hardboards as well as paint 

Global Education Link director Abdulmalik Mollel (L) presents a certificate to a Tusiime Schools Form Four leaver Kelvin Mwakilasa during a graduation ceremony held in Dar es 

Salaam at the weekend. Story on page 11. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Dodoma

AUTHORITIES in Dodoma are plan-
ning for professional ways to em-
power small scale entrepreneurs to 
make sober uses of capital loans being 
rolled -out to them by the government 
through the set council’s basket fund.

It has been unveiled that, most 
small scale entrepreneurs in capital 
city, especially women, are taking 
money from the said loaning scheme 
but are not benefiting and hence fails 
to refund their loans.

The poor situation, according to Do-
doma City Mayor Prof Devis Mwam-
fupe, is largely attributed by lack of 
business skills among the entrepre-
neurs.

“The fifth phase government, under 
directives of President John Magufuli 
ordered all municipal councils to set 
aside at least 10% of their revenues 
collection to support the youth, wom-
en and disables, but if these groups 
will not be equipped with business 

skills, the scheme will not be of any 
useful to them,” he observed.

The don made the remarks short-
ly after held a meeting with entre-
preneur’s women in capital city, a 
meeting which was organized by the 
Tanzania Chamber for Commerce, In-
dustrial and Agricultural (TCCIA).

In an interview on the sideline of 
the meeting, TCCIA regional secre-
tary, Idd Senge revealed that to over-
come the situation, his office in coop-
eration with other key stakeholders in 
capital city were preparing for a spe-
cial program.

The program, according to him, 
will focus at gathering the small scale 
entrepreneurs in special business 
groups and then imparting them with 
relevant key knowledge.

“We are going to train them how to 
develop project proposals, how to ar-
range trades in order to fetch profits,” 
he mentioned in short, added that the 
chamber will also assist to link the 
small traders to assured markets.

Dodoma set to empower 
small-scale entrepreneurs

The fifth phase government, under directives of 
President John Magufuli ordered all municipal 
councils to set aside at least 10% of their revenues 
collection to support the youth, women and disa-
bles, but if these groups will not be equipped with 
business skills, the scheme will not be of any useful 
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Tanzania Institute of Bankers executive director Patrick Mususa speaks to journalists on the 

sidelines of the institute’s 19th graduation ceremony held in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. Photo: 

Guardian Correspondent

By Aisia Rweyemamu

THE Project Concern International (PCI) 
Tanzania has introduced its two technologi-
cal programmes dubbed AfriFARM and Af-
riScout for improving food and economic 
security in Tanzania.

AfriFarm is an innovative technology that 
helps smallholder farmers and those who 
support them to take action against the dev-
astating pest of Fall Army worm (FAW).

Speaking during the event for announcing 
innovations solution for food security held 
in Dar es Salaam over the weekend, PCI Ag-
riculture Manager Amithay Kuhanda said 
AfriFARM is most useful because it provide 
FAW information to smallholder farmers and 
agricultural extension worker.

Kuhanda explained that the introduced 
technology enable local governments, com-
panies and project to monitor the prevalence 
and spread of FAW in their areas.

“AfriFARM is connecting smallholder farm-
ers to actionable insights on how to effec-
tively detect and respond to the FAW”, he 

explained.
Kuhanda said FAW poses a significant 

threat to the livelihoods and food security 
of smaller community and village based 
Farmers across sub-Sahara Africa.

The expert added that: the AfriFARM App 
enables local governments and agricultural 
extension workers to effectively monitor 
and respond to FAW. He said currently they 
are working with 99 extension workers.

Piloted with support from United State 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) in 2009 
with 47 agriculture extension officers and 
372 smallholder farmer fields in Tanzania 
the AfriFARM app users improved their 
knowledge on how to respond to the pest.

Also 93 percent of users also reported 
that AfriFARM saves them five as compared 
to the paper monitoring tools used prior to 
the pilot.

The announced innovative solution is a 
prize winner in the USAID feed the future 
fall armyworm tech prize challenge in 
2018.

However, Speaking about ‘Afriscout’, 

Nick Ford, PCI Country Director, said it is a 
project that aim to improve climate smart 
management of northern Tanzania and the 
livestock that rely on them, by scaling ac-
cess and use of AfriScout mobile applica-
tion among pastoralist in Longido,Monduli, 
Ngorongoro and Simanjiro districts.

Ford explained that the AfriScout App 
provides pastoralists with actionable data 
on community defined grazing maps using 
satellite imagery and croudsourced infor-
mation on grazing hazards like animal dis-
ease and predators.

Speaking at the event, Carrie Hesdler- Re-
delet, Chief Executive Officer and President 
of PCI, said that PCI is committed to work-
ing directly with the families, communities, 
and partners in the government to end 
hunger and overcome hardship.

 “We bring proven scalable solution that 
utilize innovative technology and mobile 
app to reduce food insecurity and help 
pastoralists and farmers sustainably sup-
port their families for generation to come”, 
the CEO explained.

 PCI  introduces  technological programmes for 
improving food, economic security in Tanzania 

By Guardian Reporter

BANKERS have been challenged to use the professional 
expertise with integrity for the advancement and success 
of the country’s banking sector.

Bank of Tanzania (BoT) deputy governor, administration 
and internal controls, Julian Banzi made the call over the 
weekend in Dar es Salaam when speaking to Tanzania In-
stitute of Bankers (TIOB) graduands.

He tasked graduands to work hard to help the banking 
sector for speedy economic development.

“You are well trained and therefore you should observe 
the ethics of the banking profession and undertake your 
tasks professionally to protect the integrity of the banking 
industry,” said Banzi.

 He described the acquired knowledge and skills as the 
most important ingredients in strengthening not only the 
banking career but also the entire financial service indus-
try.

TIOB Executive Director Patrick Mususa said out of the 
146 graduands, 111 qualified as Certified Professional Bank-
ers (CPB) and 35 were awarded Banking Certificate.

He said the institute whose mission is to promote the 
banking profession in the country through certification 
and training, remains committed to uphold the high status 
of the profession.

Mususa said the institute has completed a number of 
activities and established relevant partnerships, networks 
and alliances. 

“The institute is working closely with East African Insti-
tutes of Bankers of Kenya and Uganda,” he said.

The cooperation between TIOB and the Alliance of Af-
rican Institutes of Bankers (AAIOB) is another significant 
development during the past 20 years, said Mususa.

“The alliance has developed and adopted a common syl-
labus and since May 2011, all AAIOB members, including 
TIOB are offering examinations based on this syllabus,” he 
said.

The alliance aims at promoting internationally accepted 
standards of knowledge, skills, competencies and conduct 
in banking industry across Africa.

TIOB has in its 25 years of experience in the banking in-
dustry built a strong and growing membership base of over 
8,000 individual and corporate members.

It has as well, through its certification progammes—Bank-
ing Certificate and Certified Professional Banker Certifi-
cate—successfully trained over 800 individual profession-
als.

Aspiring banking professionals are trained and later 
subjected to examinations to gauge their competence in 
critical banking issues—systems and financial services; fi-
nancial management; financial and banking regulations; as 
well as various administration techniques in the banking 
operations.

“We also train them in loan issuance and credit stability, 
analysis of financial accounts and management of interna-
tional trade finance,” he said.

Use professional 
skills to advance
banking sector, 
BoT tells bankers

You are well trained and therefore 
you should observe the ethics of the 
banking profession and undertake 
your tasks professionally to protect 
the integrity of the banking industry,
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Safety, security of corruption busters key
By Special Correspondent

 RECENTLY  we carried a dis-
turbing report indicating that 
the leadership of the Zimbabwe 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(ZACC) was receiving death 
threats.

It is not surprising that the 
people involved in fighting 
corruption and ending crime 
would find themselves in such 
unenviable circumstances.

What we have learnt from the 
revelations is that the criminal 
enterprise of the dark forces of 
the underground are alive and 
well.

They are ready to fight to the 
bitter end.

This means two things: first, 
Justice Loice Matanda-Moyo 
and her team are doing a won-
derful job of fighting the evil 
called corruption that the dark 
underworld has been shaken.

This is so because the anti-
graft body has teeth, which 
President Mnangagwa gave to 
the body after years of tooth-
less barking.

We have seen a number of 
high-profile cases being pros-
ecuted, and we are told that 
there are scores of others wait-
ing in line. Criminals are rat-
tled, and this has led them to 
consider pre-emptive strikes 
on the lives of persons involved 
in fighting the evil practice.

In the coming days and 
months, we can authoritatively 
predict that there are going to 
be some revelations about cor-
ruption in this country.

We anticipate that this will 
define the whole complexion 
of the fight against corrup-
tion, as one of the key pillars of 
President Mnangagwa’s Second 
Republic.

This leads to the second of 
the two important things ob-
served supra.

Zimbabwe’s capacity to fight 
graft, within the whole chain 
will need to be strengthened to 
ensure that there is success in 
the fight against corruption.

It will thus be prudent to en-
sure the security of the persons 
who are the public faces in the 
fight against corruption such as 
ZACC commissioners and of-
ficials.

The same protection should 
be extended to prosecutors, 
magistrates and judges, who 
may be harmed in the execu-
tion of their duties.

That sounds a bit scary. How-
ever, it is what it is, a fight of 
good and evil.

Corruption busters should 
be accorded requisite security 
at work and in their homes, the 
benefits enjoyed so far by judg-
es or other high profile Govern-
ment officials.

Anti-graft crusaders’ job is 
risky and they deserve State 
protection in the form of police 
or military guards.

Foot soldiers who do the ac-
tual investigations must also 
get some form of protection. 
While it may be burdensome 
on the understaffed police to 
guard each of the investigators, 
Government must come up 
with other measures to protect 
them against thugs sponsored 
by corruption cartels.

At least decent State accom-
modation for the investigators 
will go a long way ensuring 
their security.

Police officers and soldiers 
stay in camps, but someone 
investigating powerful politi-
cians and other high-profile 
figures lodges at Matapi hostels 
in Mbare.

It is also sad to note that the 
same investigators take the risk 
of hiking to and from work dai-
ly, exposing them to thugs who 
may attack them over work-re-
lated issues.

Security must be intensified 
at ZACC offices countrywide to 
ensure the officers’ safety be-
cause their job is all about mak-
ing enemies on a daily basis.

Now that Government has 
declared war on corrupt ele-
ments of the society, it must be 
prepared to invest in the fight 
against the vice.

Officers holding such sensi-
tive and important offices de-
serve to be well taken care of 
and to avoid mingling or being 
corrupted by thugs of the un-
derworld.

Zimbabwe   officially the 
Republic of Zimbabwe,  is a 
landlocked country located 
in southern Africa, between 
the Zambezi and Limpopo 
Rivers, bordered by South Af-
rica, Botswana, Zambia and 

Mozambique. The capital and 
largest city is Harare and the 
second largest being Bulawayo. 
A country of roughly 16 million  
people, Zimbabwe has 16 of-
ficial languages,  with English, 
Shona, and Ndebele the most 
commonly used. 

Since the 11th century, pre-
sent-day Zimbabwe has been 
the site of several organised 
states and kingdoms as well as 
a major route for migration and 
trade. The British South Africa 
Company of Cecil Rhodes first 
demarcated the present ter-
ritory during the 1890s; it be-
came the self-governing British 
colony of Southern Rhodesia 
in 1923. In 1965, the conserva-
tive white minority govern-
ment unilaterally declared in-
dependence as Rhodesia. The 
state endured international 
isolation and a 15-year guerrilla 
war with black nationalist forc-
es; this culminated in a peace 
agreement that established uni-
versal enfranchisement and de 
jure sovereignty as Zimbabwe 
in April 1980. Zimbabwe then 
joined the Commonwealth of 
Nations, from which it was sus-
pended in 2002 for breaches of 
international law by its then-
government, and from which 
it withdrew in December 2003. 
The sovereign state is a mem-
ber of the United Nations, the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), the Afri-
can Union (AU), and the Com-
mon Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA). It 
was once known as the “Jewel 
of Africa” for its prosperity.  

Robert Mugabe became 
Prime Minister of Zimbabwe in 
1980, when his ZANU-PF party 
won the elections following the 
end of white minority rule; he 
was the President of Zimbabwe 
from 1987 until his resignation 

in 2017. Under Mugabe’s authoritarian regime, the state se-
curity apparatus dominated the country and was respon-
sible for widespread human rights violations.  Mugabe 
maintained the revolutionary socialist rhetoric of the Cold 
War era, blaming Zimbabwe’s economic woes on conspir-
ing Western capitalist countries.  Contemporary African 
political leaders were reluctant to criticise Mugabe, who 
was burnished by his anti-imperialist credentials, though 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu called him “a cartoon figure 
of an archetypal African dictator”.  The country has been 
in economic decline since the 1990s, experiencing several 
crashes and hyperinflation along the way. 

On 15 November 2017, in the wake of over a year of pro-
tests against his government as well as Zimbabwe’s rapidly 
declining economy, Mugabe was placed under house ar-
rest by the country’s national army in a coup d’état.  On 19 
November 2017, ZANU-PF sacked Robert Mugabe as party 
leader and appointed former Vice President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa in his place.  On 21 November 2017, Mugabe 
tendered his resignation prior to impeachment proceed-
ings being completed.  On 30 July 2018 Zimbabwe held its 
general elections,  which was won by the ZANU-PF party 
led by Emmerson Mnangagwa. Nelson Chamisa who was 
leading the main opposition party MDC Alliance contested 
the election results and filed a petition to the Constitution 
Court of Zimbabwe.[26] The court confirmed Mnangag-
wa’s victory, making him the newly elected president after 
Mugabe.  

The name “Zimbabwe” stems from a Shona term for Great 
Zimbabwe, an ancient ruined city in the country’s south-
east whose remains are now a protected site. Two differ-
ent theories address the origin of the word. Many sources 
hold that “Zimbabwe” derives from dzimba-dza-mabwe, 
translated from the Karanga dialect of Shona as “houses of 
stones” (dzimba = plural of imba, “house”; mabwe = plural 
of bwe, “stone”).  The Karanga-speaking Shona people live 
around Great Zimbabwe in the modern-day province of 
Masvingo. Archaeologist Peter Garlake claims that “Zimba-
bwe” represents a contracted form of dzimba-hwe, which 
means “venerated houses” in the Zezuru dialect of Shona 
and usually references chiefs’ houses or graves.  

Zimbabwe was formerly known as Southern Rhodesia 
(1898), Rhodesia (1965), and Zimbabwe Rhodesia (1979). 
The first recorded use of “Zimbabwe” as a term of national 
reference dates from 1960 as a coinage by the black nation-
alist Michael Mawema,  whose Zimbabwe National Party 
became the first to officially use the name in 1961.  The term 
“Rhodesia”—derived from the surname of Cecil Rhodes, the 
primary instigator of British colonisation of the territory 
during the late 19th century—was perceived by African na-
tionalists as inappropriate because of its colonial origin and 
connotations.  
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Ngorongoro Heroes  victory has uplifted 

our spirits in a depressed environment

T
ANZANIA’S Under-20 na-
tional side, Ngorongoro He-
roes or rather the more sen-
ior version of that side, has 

won the regional championship for 
that category in the finals held in Nje-
ru, northern Uganda at the weekend. 
They beat Kenya in the final after see-
ing off Sudan in semifinal tie, and have 
enlivened spirits in Tanzania, owing to 
the discomfort we have had in recent 
months over appearances in conti-
nental tournaments by the national 
side and in continental club tourneys. 
We had some relief with home-based 
players in continental tourney but it 
ended the following round.

Records show that the national Un-
der-20 and Under-17 sides have been 
rising steadily in regional soccer, such 
that they are now acknowledged as 
powerhouses, such that winning the 
title in another version of youth soc-
cer tournaments is not surprising. In 
that case there is a good progress in 
youth soccer, judging by our results 
in regional tourneys, but it must be 
said that similar progress is noticed in 
other countries as well, so we have to 
be on guard not to sit on our laurels. 
With Under-17 regional tournament 
Tanzania waited 11 years from 2007 to 
take the cup.

Kenya and Tanzania met in the final 
that a section of the regional sports 
media qualified as a derby, as the two 
sides met in the group stage (both be-
ing in Group B) and drew 2-2, and in 
between each side battled other ad-
versaries to reach the final. Kenya put 
up a spirited performance against up 
and coming Eritrea to win 1-0 to enter 
the final, but commentators thanked 
an Eritrean defender for a cruel own 
goal on 85th minute. It shows that soc-
cer is now unpredictable in the region, 

as Eritrea used to be whipping boys of 
other teams; not any more.

Sports lovers in the country hugely 
needed something to restore their 
fighting spirits or rather overall con-
fidence in our teams, where indeed 
the Taifa Queens have usually not 
disappointed, in similar manner as 
Serengeti Boys. The discomfort arose 
from the prestigious tournaments that 
the national side and continental club 
representatives have played, despite 
that Young Africans SC is still out and 
about in continental competition. The 
side was invited into the continental 
tournament as their Simba SC rivals 
reached quarterfinals in 2018/19 CAF 
Champions League.

This situation added to the depres-
sion as it overturned local tables by 
performance in the CAF Champions 
League, where premier league win-
ners for 2018/19 lasted only the pre-
liminary round and their rivals went 
into the first round. In that case the 
proper representatives quit the field 
with only two matches played, while 
invitees put up four matches before 
exiting the CAF Champions League, 
and were quickly shuttled to the Con-
federations Cup for decisive playoffs. 
Despite not being assured of winning 
the qualification to the group stage, it 
did boost their local confidence.

The mixed grill of good perfor-
mance by your youth national sides 
and lackluster appearances by Taifa 
Stars is explained by a section of ex-
perts as a problem of discipline. They 
say early success by Under-17 and 
Under-20 teams cultivates bad habits 
among the youths and later fail to per-
form in premier league sides, let alone 
moving out to foreign clubs. This is a 
failing that local coaches will have to 
battle to solve but chances are that the 
cultural mix will be there for a while.

 We should observe World Post Day while

boosting development of infrastructure 

W
ORLD Post Day is cel-
ebrated each year on 
9 October, the anniver-
sary of the establish-

ment of the Universal Postal Union in 
1874 in the Swiss Capital, Bern. It was 
declared World Post Day by the UPU 
Congress held in Tokyo, Japan in 1969. 
Since then, countries across the world 
participate annually in the celebra-
tions. The Posts in many countries use 
the event to introduce or promote new 
postal products and services.

In 2015 countries all over the world 
committed themselves to working to-
gether towards achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals, which aim 
to end extreme poverty and hunger, 
fight inequality and injustice, and take 
action to reverse climate change--to 
name just some of these 17 agreed new 
Goals. Playing its part in this global ef-
fort, the Post today has a more relevant 
role than ever by providing infrastruc-
ture for development.

The World Post Day aims increase 
the awareness of people about the 
postal sector role for people and busi-
nesses every day. It is to let the people 
aware of   its contribution towards the 
social and economic development of the 
countries.

World Post day happens each year on 
October 9, the anniversary of the Uni-
versal Postal Union (UPU), which started 
in 1874 in Switzerland. The UPU was the 
start of the global communications revo-
lution, introducing the ability to write to 
others all over the world. World Post Day 
started in 1969. 

Since then, countries all over the world 
take part in celebrations to highlight the 
importance of the postal service. Many 
things happen on this day. Post offices in 
some countries hold special stamp col-
lection exhibitions; there are open days 
at postal measures and there are work-
shops on postal history. The UPU organ-
ises an international letter writing com-
petition for young people. 

Postal systems have been in opera-

tion for many centuries. From back 
way back in history, people sent letters 
to each other. These were delivered on 
foot or on horseback by special mes-
sengers. From the 1600s the first na-
tional postage systems began springing 
up in many countries. These were more 
organized and many people could use 
them. Slowly countries agreed to ex-
change mail internationally. By the late 
1800s there was a global postal service, 
but it was slow and complicated. The 
birth of the UPU in 1874 opened the 
way for the efficient postal service in 
existence today. In 1948, the UPU be-
come an agency of the United Nations. 

Tanzania Posts Corporation is the 
company responsible for postal ser-
vice in Tanzania and was established 
in 1994. 

 After the British took over control of 
Tanganyika, the postal service was han-
dled by them. The British consolidated 
all the postal and communication enti-
ties in Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika 
(KUT) under the umbrella of the East 
African Posts and Telecommunications 
Administration.  

Even post-independence in the early 
1960s the postal and communications 
services were managed under the 
newly formed East African Commu-
nity.  However, after the East African 
community was dissolved in 1977 the 
Tanzanian government established the 
Tanzania Posts and Telecommunica-
tions Corporation (TP&TC).  

 On December 31, 1993, the Parlia-
ment enacted multiple laws to help 
deregulate the operations of posts and 
telecommunications to increase their 
autonomy and efficiency.  

 The Posts Corporation is mandated 
to run as a corporation without receiv-
ing funds from the Budget. This means 
that the corporation had to consoli-
date a large number of its loss making 
branches. To help serve the rural popu-
lation continue to have access to the 
service the corporation started to fran-
chise post offices. 
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 2019…and frugal habits are needed for frugal times!

J
AMBO for the week, and let’s get 
straight into the Monday morning 
moanings…OK. 

…and the subject is wastage, eve-
ryone decries it…and everyone is guilty 
of doing it.

As regards the country, we can as-
sume that the levels of wastage are mas-
sive, but over the years, whilst voicing 
their criticism of this pervasive scourge, 
most of the leaders have wisely not 
promised to alleviate it.

A newspaper  editorial once posed the 
question “why does frugality remain elu-
sive”…meaning difficult to implement, or 
practice.   And stated that no president 
could bring about reform themselves, 
because what is needed is an overhaul of 
public institutions, and a change of per-
ception and attitudes.  

Correct, as apart from the citizens 
themselves,  officialdom  often appears 
contemptuous of cost consciousness, as 
exemplified by profligate spending on 
luxury goods and amenities, at the ex-
pense of necessary public ones. 

…like giant televisions for example.   Pre-
sumably,  bought with tax payers money, 
when did the fashion for every minor ‘po-
tentate’  having a vast TV screen in their of-
fices start, usually along with  an imported 
sofa set of dubious durability,  which is 
why so many of them are often dumped 
in plain sight. Also, I’ve often wondered 
what the love affair with curtains was all 
about, when I arrived here many years 
ago, as so many public buildings had un-
suitable examples of these.    And given 
the vast expense they represented, it 
would have been interesting to compute 
how much money over the decades, had 
been spent on such fripperies.    Though 
for some unknown reason, they were usu-
ally tied up in knots, thus rendering them 
useless for the purpose intended. 

Anyway, those in the civil service have 
not been generally noted for their re-
source saving habits,  and   though they 
might complain at the shortages ensu-
ing because of them, as when Tanesco 

for example, once withdrew their ser-
vices from various key  government 
establishments, because of the large 
unpaid bills.

Few working staff in those buildings 
however, would have related this action 
to their own habits of leaving every light 
on from dawn to dusk, and unneces-

paper on the subject of waste saving habits.   One 
lady said that the older generation having experi-
enced war time shortages were very careful at uti-
lising everything.    An example being her mother, 
who whenever she used a new bar of soap, care-
fully stuck the squashed remains of the previous 
bar onto it.    This frugality though was surpassed 
by another reader who whilst clearing out her el-

derly aunt’s cupboard after she died, came across a 
box carefully labelled, ‘bits of string too small to be 
of further use’!

…Wonderful, and as someone who saves both 
bits of string and scraps of soap, along with much 
else, I can perfectly understand those ladies of an 
earlier era, but how can people in the current one, 
be likewise persuaded…especially  in Tanzania! 

 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 Well, in my  file in the above subject labelled 

“spending wisely…and restricting wastage”,    I 
found a piece on Morogoro Municipal Council 
who were certainly espousing money saving habits 
and sensible priorities, as far back as a decade ago,  
when they blocked a proposal to buy a car for an 
official, along with other expenditure amounting to 
around 250 m/-.    Of which the Deputy Mayor said, 
that the funds would be used for the construction 
of 45 secondary school classrooms instead.

They also criticised their Education Officer for 
buying a television and satellite dish for her office, 
telling her to install it in the municipal hall for the 
public to watch as well, as opposed to only herself…
excellent, and I hope these people are now at the 
topof the civil service ladder. 

Round about the same time, another right think-
ing gentleman, Minister Mizengo Peter Pinda,  was 
making headlines decrying “leaders lust for posh 
cars”, saying some of the vehicles driven by govern-
ment officials cost between 100 m/- and 230 m/-.   
And according to the paper, he directed that the 
purchase of such cars be “re-visited”. 

Such delicate language, but he had to be polite 
of course, though ‘damned well axed ‘…would have 
been better.    

…anyway, showing his sensible mind set, the for-
mer Minister also said, “If we implement this move, 
the money saved, could go instead into other areas 
of need, like the livestock sector”.

…”areas of need like the livestock sector”… how 
praiseworthy, and I thought at the time …great… 
“cows instead of cars”…I’ll gift that slogan to the 
ruling party for the coming elections, and just 
think  how  many cows = 1… 230 m/- car!     Any-
way,  I wasn’t here then, but since this hasn’t lost 
its mighty message….it  could perhaps be used this 
time round, and maybe the President, with his cost 
conscious mind set and sensible priorities would 
approve… so let’s hear it for the nation….COWS IN-
STEAD OF CARS….*Oh Yeah! 

Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

sarily, because of something nature provides free of charge… 
called daylight! 

Although it’s improved a little, it’s quite usual to see taps left 
running here, with no-one expressing concern, or attempting 
to turn them off.    But the sensible saying of “waste not…want 
not”…seems un-known and of course, common sense is most 
un-common.

Some years ago, I came across two letters in a British news-

Worldwide, the love affair with the motorcar remains constant, and Tanzania is no exception. Perhaps donors have pandered to this, indulging the aid 
project bosses with their shiny new playthings, in the hope they’d be satisfied, and not appropriate enough funds to build the mini mansion to match the 
motor.    But overall, excessive spending on high-end luxury cars should be curtailed, and the funding of them diverted to something more worthwhile. 
(file photo)    



10   Monday 7 October  2019

FEATURE

Unrest-hit Hong Kong  now 
outlaws masks in protests

HONG KONG

T
HE government of China’s 
Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region (HKSAR) es-
tablished an anti-mask law on 

Friday in the latest drive to end the pro-
longed violence.

HKSAR Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
told a press conference that the govern-
ment has invoked the power under the 
Emergency Regulations Ordinance and 
put in place the Prohibition on Face 
Covering Regulation to “create a deter-
rent effect against masked, violent pro-
testers and rioters.”

The move added Hong Kong to 
the list of countries and regions that 
have anti-mask legislations, including 
France, Canada, Italy and many states 
in the United States.

SERIOUS DANGER
The Asian trading and financial hub 

has been plagued by unrest since June 
as radical protesters, often black-clad 
and masked, set fires on streets, vandal-
ized public facilities including metro 
stations, assaulted police and beat up 
civilians who held different political 
views.

The unrest originated from protests 
over the proposed ordinance amend-
ments concerning fugitives’ transfers. 
Although the HKSAR government has 
withdrawn the amendments, violence 
continued as protesters veered off their 
original agenda to raise the ante, caus-
ing a split in society and taking a heavy 
toll on the economy.

Although Hong Kong did not enter 
a state of emergency by invoking the 
emergency powers, Lam said Hong 
Kong is in extensive and serious public 
danger.

The chief executive said violence has 
escalated to a very alarming level in 
the past few days, causing numerous 
injuries, and “leading Hong Kong to a 

chaotic and panic situation,” with more 
participation of students.

“We are indeed in an occasion of seri-
ous danger, which is a stated condition 
in Emergency Regulations Ordinance 
for the Chief Executive in Council to 
exercise certain powers,” she said. “It 
is essential for us to stop violence and 
restore calmness in society as soon as 
possible.”

About 1,100 people have been in-
jured in recent violent incidents, in-
cluding over 300 law enforcers, ac-
cording to Lam.

LEGISLATION EXPLAINED
Elaborating on the new regula-

tion, Secretary for Security John 
Lee said masks will be banned in 
assemblies and processions, au-
thorized or not, as well as riots, 
and offenders face a jail term of 
up to one year and a fine as much 
as 25,000 Hong Kong dollars 
(nearly 3,200 U.S. dollars).

Hong Kong saw many author-
ized and peaceful rallies morph 
into violence in recent weeks as 
radicals marched out of the des-
ignated zones to block roads and 

engaged in illegal acts from arson 
to assaulting the police.

The ban has set exemptions 
for people who have to wear a 
mask for special needs, including 
for medical, health and religious 
reasons, according to the govern-
ment gazette.

Lam also made it clear that the 
new law is subject to a negative 
vetting and will be tabled in the 
Legislative Council (LegCo) for 
discussion. The meeting of the 
LegCo will be resumed on Oct. 16.

WHY NECESSARY?
Advocates for the ban said 

masks have been used by rioters 
to conceal identities and escape 
legal penalties in the drawn-out 
unrest, leading to a higher level of 
aggression on their part.

“Many police officers and resi-
dents were injured in the escalat-
ed violence, but the police could 
not bring all rioters to justice as 
most of them wore masks to hide 
identities,” said Elsie Leung, for-
mer secretary for justice of the 
HKSAR government.

“It is the right thing that should 
be done,” Leung said, adding that 
the introduction of the law is in 
line with the Basic Law and the 
Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordi-
nance.

Ronny Tong, barrister and a 
member of the HKSAR’s Executive 
Council, said legal weapons are 
now needed to quell the mob vio-
lence, which spiked on Tuesday 
and resulted in an 18-year-old ri-
oter being shot and injured while 
assaulting a police officer.

Tong called for public under-
standings that the anti-mask law 
is not meant to encroach on the 
freedoms of speech and assembly 
and has no impact on law-abiding 
citizens.

Prior to Hong Kong, anti-mask 
legislation has been used in a 
number of countries to deter 
mobsters, said Lawrence Ma, bar-
rister and chairman of the Hong 
Kong Legal Exchange Foundation.

“What the HKSAR government 
did is in line with international 
practice and is beyond reproach,” 
said Ma.

RESPONSES AND SUPPORTS
The Hong Kong and Macao Af-

fairs Office of the State Council 
said the establishment of the anti-
mask law was necessary.

Yang Guang, a spokesperson for 
the office, expressed confidence 
in the ability of the HKSAR gov-
ernment led by Lam to safeguard 
the rule of law, protect Hong Kong 
residents’ freedom from fear of 
violence and restore social order 

as soon as possible.
The Liaison Office of the Cen-

tral People’s Government in the 
HKSAR also expressed its firm 
support for the mask ban. It said 
the central government has al-
ways adhered to the “one country, 
two systems” principle, a deter-
mination that will not change and 
waver, but will never tolerate the 
repeated occurrence of acts that 
endanger the national sovereign-
ty and security.

Numerous social and political 
groups and chambers of com-
merce in Hong Kong also voiced 
support to the establishment of 
the regulation.

The Business and Profession-
als Alliance for Hong Kong said 
the recent tumult had a serious 
negative impact on the business 
environment and confidence, 
and expressed its support for the 
mask ban and other efforts to 
curb violence.

Democratic Alliance for the 
Betterment and Progress of Hong 
Kong (DAB), a political group in 
Hong Kong, said in a statement 
that establishing the anti-mask 
law is a difficult but absolutely 
necessary decision as Hong Kong 
is in a state of serious public dan-
ger where people’s safety and 
freedom of expression can not 
be guaranteed.

The DAB called on all Hong 
Kong residents to support the 
new regulation, draw a clear line 
with illegal and violent acts and 
support the police in their law 
enforcement, so as to bring Hong 
Kong back on track.

An online petition supporting 
the ban has also been signed by 
more than 40,000 netizens within 
a few hours since it was launched, 
said lawmaker Elizabeth Quat, the 
convenor of an advocate group 
behind the initiative.

“It showed people’s support for 
the new law and their urge for 
restoring social order,” said Quat, 
who however believed the pun-
ishment is too lenient and advised 
the government to raise punish-
ment if necessary.          Xinhua
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By Aisia Rweyemamu

DAR ES SALAAM is tomor-
row expected to host an in-
ternational environment and 
climate change conference, 
which will bring on board hun-
dreds of scientists, research-
ers, policy and decision mak-
ers from different parts of the 
world.

The three-day   conference 
has been organised by the 
University of Dar es Salaam 
through the Mwalimu Nyerere 
Professorial Chair on Environ-
ment and Climate Change in 
collaboration with the Institute 
of Resource Assessment (IRA) 

and Centre for Climate Change 
Studies (CCCS).

Themed:  ‘Towards a Cli-
mate Resilient Society for the 
Desired Sustainable Futures 
in Africa’ the conference is ex-
pected to bring more than 300 
researchers of climate change 
from Africa and beyond to 
discuss new findings in the 
diverse and multidisciplinary 
field, information sharing, 
identification of areas for fur-
ther research and deliberation 
on resulting key policy issues 
on enhancing resilience to cli-
mate change.

Chairman for Mwalimu Ny-
erere Professorial Chair on 

Environment and Climate 
Change, Prof Pius Yanda said 
the conference focus on the 
three major thematic areas rel-
evant for enhancing societal 
resilience and sustainable fu-
ture of African socio-ecological 
systems.

He mentioned the thematic 
areas as Ecosystems Manage-
ment in a Changing Climate, 
Climate Change and Food Se-
curity and Technological Inno-
vation, Environmental Ethics 
and Management of Climate 
Change Prof Yanda explained 
that ecosystem services are vi-
tal to the wellbeing and health 
of people everywhere; manag-

ing them for the human wellbe-
ing remains a challenge to natu-
ral resources managers.

He said participants will un-
derstand various ways and 
mechanisms through which 
ecosystems can be better man-
aged in a changing climate.

Speaking about Climate 
Change and Food Security, Prof 
Yanda said climate change may 
affect food systems in several 
ways ranging from direct effects 
on crop production. He cited an 
example of changes in rainfall 
leading to drought or flooding.

He said during conference, 
contributions will be made 
based on studies conducted in 

different regions of Africa and 
will provide avenue for com-
paring different findings on cli-
mate change impacts on food 
security in the region and vari-
ous responses being made to 
address the challenges.

 The third area is Technologi-
cal Innovation, Environmen-
tal Ethics and Management of 
Climate Change, “It is on these 
grounds that this thematic area 
will be covered during the con-
ference to share scientific find-
ings on the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the various tech-
nologies in climate change miti-
gation and adaptation”, he said.

According to Prof. Yanda, 

apart from scientific sessions, 
the conference will include 
high level segments and policy 
dialogue in order to deliberate 
on key policy massages on inte-
grated approaches for enhanc-
ing climate resilience in Africa.

He said the policy massage 
will be shared among key poli-
cy decision makers across lev-
els, including ministers, climate 
change technical committee, 
the national environment ad-
visory committee (NEAC) and 
parliamentary standing com-
mittee.

In Africa, climate change al-
ready had massive negative 
implications for spheres of de-

velopment. The continent is 
the most vulnerable to climate 
change because of its limited 
adaptation capacity.

While the world has long 
been taking actions to address 
the climate change challenge, 
evidence indicates that the re-
sponse thus far is inadequate.  
Erratic rainfall and recurrent 
droughts are already threaten-
ing agricultural production and 
output and contributing to the 
migration of young people into 
urban areas and abroad.

Flooding and other extreme 
events are also destroying the 
little infrastructure that exists 
in both urban and rural areas.

Dar hosts global environment, climate change conference

NATIONAL NEWS

Exim Bank Tanzania CEO Jaffari Matundu (C) attends to one of the bank’s customers via the phone at one of the bank’s 
call centres in Dar es Salaam at the weekend as part of the celebration of the bank’s Customer Service Week. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

AN agency of overseas education—
Global Education Link is set to provide 
loans without interest to students of 
higher learning institutions who study 
inside the country, the move that would 
help parents from low income families.

Currently, the agency provides such 
loans to students who pursue their 
studies in different universities abroad 
and their parents payback in install-
ment without interest.

GEL director, Abdulmalik Mollel 
made the pledge over the weekend in 
Dar es Salaam during the graduation 
ceremony for Form Four leavers of 
Tusiime Secondary School.

Mollel said his company came up 
with such idea after seeing the demand 
from parents who need to send their 
children’s to universities but face chal-
lenges where to get fund to do so.

 “I have had school fees challenges 
in head master speech so Global Edu-
cation Link will see how to overcome 
such situation and provide loans free 
from interest to students who pursue 
their studies in different universities 
inside the country,” he said

Mollel also said that Global Educa-

tion Link would talk to Tusiime man-
agement and agree on how his compa-
ny can facilitate such loans to parents 
of students who face challenges in pay-
ing school fees on time.

He said said he decided to come up 
with such idea due to the fact that Tusi-
ime is important stakeholder in educa-
tion sector and private sector in educa-
tion at large which help the 5th phase 
government in improving the quality of 
education.

Mollel said the 5th phase govern-
ment under the good leadership of 
President John Magufuli have done a 
commendable job in all sector includ-
ing education so it is important for the 
private sector in education to help the 
government initiatives to improve the 
education.

 “Honorable president Magufuli is do-
ing wonders and  the world know. He is 
a great leader and because of his good 
performance many countries send 
their people in Dar es Salaam to learn 
how we made it in different sector we 
must be proud of this,” said Mollel

He also congratulated Tusiime Head 
Master Emil Rugambwa and school’s 
Director Albert Katagira on how they 
have prepared the students for form 
four examinations adding that he be-

lieve most of them will get division and 
two .

Mollel also pledge to give Tusiime 
400 bag of cement which will help the 
building of the hall at the school which 
would be used by the school for dif-
ferent activities including graduation 
ceremonies.

On his side, Tusiime Head Master 
Emil Rugambwa commended Mollel 
and Global Education Link contribu-
tion in boosting education sector in 
the country by connecting Tanzani-
an’s students who wish to study in dif-
ferent universities abroad.

Rugambwa said apart from con-
necting the students with universities, 
Global Education Link make follow up 
to those students to know their devel-
opment in academic performance and  
social life until they finish their studies 
something which is not done by oth-
ers.

 “Global Education Link is important 
partner not only for Tusiime but for 
the education sector in the country. 
We congratulate you for this achieve-
ment. You visited our school recently 
and give guidance to our students on 
how to select universities and course 
they need to pursue we thank you very 
much,” said Rugambwa

Global Education Link  set to provide loans without
 interest to students in higher learning institutions

By Correspondent Friday Sim-
baya, Iringa

SOS Children Villages Tanzania in 
Iringa region has rehabilitated a num-
ber of primary schools in Nyang’oro, 
Malengamakali and Ulanda wards in 
Iringa district to complement the gov-
ernment’s development endeavours 
in assisting children living in poor en-
vironment.

Iringa district council community 
development officer, Christopher Ka-
jange said that SOS has been at the 
forefront in empowering young en-
trepreneurs and connecting them to 
government-provided opportunities 
including loans. He was speaking over 
the weekend during the opening of 
training to women entrepreneurs that 
were organized by SOS.

Kajange noted that the district has 
so far provided loans to 32 groups of 
youth, women and the disabled in the 

2018/2019 fiscal year. He said the loans 
are meant to support the targeted 
groups to start small businesses.

He said that SOS Children’s Villages 
Tanzania have been conducting en-
trepreneurship training to loan ben-
eficiaries to equip them with business 
management skills. More than 150 
beneficiaries have been reached in the 
past financial year.

SOS Project Officer, Lawi Baran said 
the training was aimed at enabling 
women entrepreneurs to come up 
with business ideas to be able to se-
cure loans from the district council.

Baran said that apart from training, 
they also invited other entrepreneurs 
to display their various products as 
well as share experience with new 
loan beneficiaries.

The project officer explained 
that the beneficiaries are those en-
rolled with the organization’s family 

strengthening project—Education and 
Care (EDUCARE). The project sup-
ports almost 300 guardians who are 
taking care of about 600 children liv-
ing in difficult conditions.

SOS Project Coordinator in Irin-
ga District, Francis Mwakitiga, said 
school rehabilitation project which in-
volves four primary schools will be im-
plemented in three years (2019-2021).

The project is funded by the Den-
mark-Hempel Foundation, he said, 
adding that the overall goal of the pro-
ject is to see children’s rights to care, 
protection and development is ful-
filled and fostered by families.

Mwakitiga said the project will also 
focus on capacity building programs 
for school teachers and management, 
parent groups and teachers, adding 
that the project would also address 
other school needs such as textbooks, 
learning and teaching materials.

SOS children villages Tanzania 
rehabilitates primary schools
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59th independence:  The journey so far for Nigerians
  By Reuben Abati 

O
CTOBER 1 marked the 59th 
anniversary of Nigeria’s in-
dependence from British 
colonial rule. On Saturday, 

October 1, 1960, Nigerians gathered at 
the Race Course (now Tafawa Balewa 
Square) in Lagos as Princess Alexan-
dra, the representative of Her Majesty 
the Queen of England handed over the 
instruments and symbols of independ-
ence to Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa. 
It was 12.01 am as the Nigerian flag of 
green white green was hoisted. It was a 
high moment for Nigeria. It was a major 
turning point since the amalgamation 
of 1914. It marked Nigeria’s exit from co-
lonial, imperial rule. It was the birth of a 
new, independent nation. In his famed 
golden voice and clear, crisp diction, 
Balewa told the audience:

“When this day in October 1960 
was chosen for our Independence, 
it seemed that we were destined to 
move with quiet dignity to our place 
on the world stage. Recent events have 
changed the scene beyond recognition, 
so that we found ourselves today be-
ing tested to the utmost. We are called 
upon immediately to show that our 
claims to responsible government are 
well-founded, and having been accept-
ed as an independent state, we must at 
once play an active part in maintaining 
the peace of the world and in preserv-
ing civilization. I promise you, we shall 
not fail for want of determination. And 
we come to this task better-equipped 
than many.”

Hope, determination, readiness to 
partner with the rest of the world and 
confidence about the future were key 
elements in Balewa’s speech. The peo-
ple were joyous, there was dancing in 
the streets. But 59 years later, do we still 
feel the same way? Would Nigerians 
dance on the streets on the occasion of 
the anniversary of their independence, 
one year to the diamond jubilee? Can 
any Nigerian leader today connect with 
the people as Balewa did on October 1, 
1960? Nigerians had great expectations 
in 1960, and that was why three years 
later, when an attempt was made to sign 
an Anglo-Nigerian Defence Agreement, 
the people rebelled. They wanted Ni-

geria to be truly free, and not be tied 
in any way whatsoever to the apron-
strings of the British Empire. That same 
year, Nigeria became a Republic.

It is often said that Nigeria got its in-
dependence on a platter of gold, a ref-
erence to the fact that we did not have 
to organize guerilla warfare against the 
British as was the case in East and Cen-
tral Africa, or against apartheid as in 
South Africa but while that may be true, 
Nigerian history is full of reports of re-
sistance to British colonial domination 
from the 19th century exploits of the 
likes of Ovonramwen Nogbaisi to King 
Jaja of Opobo, to King Kosoko of Lagos, 
all through the early 20th century with 
the protests over water tax in Lagos led 
by Oba Eshugbayi Eleko (1908), the na-
tionalist press in Lagos, Aba women’s 
riots (1929), Abeokuta Women’s Revolt 
(1946), the Enugu coal miners’ strike 
(1949), the cultural protests by the likes 
of Hubert Ogunde, the nationalism of 
Herbert Macaulay and others including 
Labour Union leader Michael Imoudu, 
all leading to the various conferences, 
1953 -1957. Independence in Nigeria 
was a product of struggle, no doubt. Oc-
tober 1, 1960 was therefore as much a 
tribute to the efforts of the then living 
contemporaries as it was to the valour 
of heroes past.

When Tafawa Balewa said “we found 
ourselves today being tested to the ut-
most”, he probably was referring to the 
tensions that surfaced even as Nigerian 
political leaders negotiated the coun-
try’s independence. The British had 
amalgamated not just the Northern and 
Southern Protectorates and the Lagos 
colony to form a country called Nigeria, 
they had brought together more than 
400 ethnic nationalities each with its 
own distinct culture and language or 
peculiarities or inter-ethnic affinities. 
And yet out of all these nations, three 
groups became dominant: the Hausa-
Fulani (yet another curious amalgam 
of ethnicity and language) led by Sir 
Ahmadu Bello, the Yoruba led by Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, and Igbos led by Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe. In the negotiations, 
all the groups were united by the idea 
of independence, but they could not 
reach a consensus on when and how. 

By 1957, the minorities were beginning 
to feel left out. The effect of their pro-
test was the setting up of the Willinks 
Commission (1957/1958) to address 
the minority question in Nigeria. Even 
as Nigeria celebrated independence 
on October 1, 1960, the foundation 
on which it sat already had so many 
cracks: religious, ethnic, geographical 
and ideological. The British have been 
accused of laying a weak foundation for 
the new Nigeria, with their divide and 
rule colonial administration policy, 
and the many booby traps they placed 
on the path of the newly independ-
ent nation, but let the point be made, 
the new leaders who inherited Nigeria 
from the British and on whose laps fell 
the mantle of leadership did not really 
see themselves as Nigerians. They were 
leaders of their own ethnic groups, do-
ing business, on their people’s behalf, 
with an enterprise called Nigeria.

I do not intend to write a short sum-
mary of Nigerian history. It is rather 
unfortunate that history was removed 
from the Nigerian school curriculum 
for many years only to be returned 
later as an optional subject. What kind 
of country plays with its own history, 
and deliberately grooms a generation 
of citizens without memory?

Six years after independence, the 
tensions came to a head, and the coun-
try broke out into a civil war. It turned 

out that Balewa under-estimated the 
challenge of “being tested to the ut-
most” which he alluded to on October 
1, 1960. Nigeria has not yet recovered 
from the blow-out that followed, from 
1966 - 1970. 

There are persons who believe and 
we need not blame them that the Nige-
rian civil war has not yet ended, instead 
it has gotten worse over the years, and 
assumed new forms. But despite the 
war and the subsequent domination of 
Nigerian politics and space by the mili-
tary, Nigeria once upon a time, looked 
different. The discovery of oil and the 
oil boom of the 70s turned Nigeria into 
a centre of growth and development. 
When the war ended, the Yakubu 
Gowon administration embarked on 
a programme of rehabilitation, recon-
ciliation and reconstruction. The effect 
was far-reaching. Chinua Achebe has 
written that “There Was A Country.” In-
deed, there was a country.

Nigeria was so prosperous at a time 
that the Naira was as strong if not 
stronger than the pounds sterling. Ni-
gerians went to London as if they were 
going from Ikeja to Ibadan. Every week-
end, they trooped to London to shop 
or have a party and returned to Lagos 
on Monday morning. They didn’t have 
to travel on any foreign airline. There 
was a national carrier known as Nigeria 
Airways. It had a big fleet and boasted 

of international standards and some of 
the best pilots and crew in the world. 
There was even a London office of the 
Nigeria Airways. Each time Nigerians 
showed up in London, the shops either 
shut down or the Nigerian got assigned 
a special attendant. We were the big 
spenders in every cosmopolitan centre 
of the world. Africans looked up to us. 
And we lived it up. In 1960, Nigeria’s 
population was about 35 million. Pros-
perity made Nigerians more fertile. 
Men acquired more wives and procre-
ated recklessly. Our population figure 
shot up. Even if we could never con-
duct an accurate population census, 
it was obvious however that we were 
more populous than every other Afri-
can country.

This wasn’t quite a problem because 
everything seemed to be going well. 
The military who had taken over from 
the civilians embarked on ambitious 
projects. There was construction eve-
rywhere. There was work to be done. 
I grew up to see a Nigeria that had a 
thriving manufacturing and construc-
tion sector. Every morning, staff buses 
ferried people to work in the Ikeja and 
Apapa industrial areas and to and fro 
the textile industries in Kaduna and 
other parts of the North. Nigeria moved 
from an agricultural phase to an indus-
trial and manufacturing phase. There 
were car assembling plants in the coun-

try. Consumer goods flourished. There 
were super market stores all over the 
place: Leventis, Kingsway Stores, UAC. 
Nigeria was a mini-London of sorts and 
even much better.

We built state of the art hospitals and 
universities. Ailing persons used to be 
sent on referral from other parts of the 
world to the University College Hospi-
tal (UCH) in Ibadan because the teach-
ing hospital had on its staff some of the 
best specialists in the world. The Uni-
versity of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo 
University) had the most beautiful 
campus in Africa. It was a major tour-
ist centre. The zoo at the University of 
Ibadan was one of the very best in the 
continent. There was a research labo-
ratory in that same university that was 
regarded as a leading centre of knowl-
edge. Scholars and students came to 
Nigeria to study, teach and learn. As 
an undergraduate, many of my teach-
ers were expatriate scholars: from the 
United Kingdom, the United States and 
parts of Asia. Secondary schools also 
recruited teachers from India, Pakistan 
and Ghana, who earned their living in 
Nigeria and enjoyed excellent working 
conditions.

I saw a Nigeria that placed much 
premium on education. Secondary 
schools, even in the rural areas had li-
braries and good teachers. Education 
was practically free. The Naira had 
value then. You could get a university 
degree with less than N5, 000. I am not 
talking about Nigeria of the 60s. No, as 
recently as 1980, the standard of living 
in Nigeria was high and the cost was 
cheap. 

A flight ticket from Lagos to Calabar 
was as cheap as N50. Students were 
given rebates on flight tickets and so 
many other services. All you needed 
to show was your identity card. It was 
a great privilege to be a student in Ni-
geria. Things were so good, standards 
were so high, foreigners sent their chil-
dren to school in Nigeria, in the same 
manner in which Nigerians now send 
their children to school abroad. Uni-
versity students were pampered. The 
Nigerian government gave us bursaries 
and scholarships. 
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BUSINESS TechnoServe’s youth retail shop 
owners programme above target

CapaCity-building 

Conservationists 

use green bonds 

in planting trees
 LONDON 

The Conservation Fund, an 
environmental non-proit, recently 
raised $150 million through a debut 
issue of green bonds to fund tree 
cultivation. It could be a roadmap for 
other similar deals.

“This could potentially be a 
blueprint for other conservation 
groups to use as a model for tapping 
the bond market,” said Mallory 
Rutigliano, a green and sustainable 
inance analyst at BloombergNEF.

Corporations and governments 
have been issuing green bonds at a 
record pace to fund environmentally-
friendly projects, like solar panels, 
wind turbines and energy eiciency 
projects. Companies and public sector 
issuers including the World Bank have 
sold a record $146 billion of global 
green bonds so far this year, up from 
$89.1 billion in the same period a year 
earlier, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg.

The Conservation Fund’s deal 
supports a plan to acquire and secure 
privately-held working forests — land 
that’s managed to provide a renewable 
supply of wood — considered to be 
at risk, according to John Gilbert, 
executive vice president and chief 
inancial oicer. Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc. was sole underwriter on 
the 10-year investment-grade bond 
sale.

Reducing carbon
It follows a irst-of-its kind $50 

million rhino impact bond, announced 
in July, aimed at preserving the 
endangered black rhino in Kenya and 
South Africa. Last month’s tree bond 

had the added beneit of using nature 
to suck carbon out of the atmosphere, 
suggesting another way conservation 
green bonds could grow.

“The markets are receptive and 
this intersection of climate change, 
actual on-the-ground conservation 
and protecting rural economies is 
kind of all coming together,” said 
Gilbert. Relying on philanthropic and 
other types of support isn’t enough to 
address the losses — forests will need 
access to a bigger balance sheet to 
ight climate change, he said.

Such deals answer a call from 
investors seeking assets they “view as 
appropriate from an ESG perspective,” 
according to Colin Purdie, a chief 
investment oicer of credit at Aviva 
Investors, which managed 346 billion 
pounds ($426 billion) as of 30 June. 
“It’s not a huge surprise that people 
are looking at a slightly diferent 
avenue to get money of the ixed 
income space,” Purdie said. “My guess 
would be they are relatively small in 
size compared to other issuance, and 
probably quite niche in terms of the 
investors that are buying them.”

FinanCing 

PAYED program manager Tunsime Kyando addresses graduates of the Pan African Youth Entrepreneur Development programme during gradua-
tion ceremon      held last week in Dar es Salaam. Photo courtesy of PAYED.

Mitumba imports 
hit Sh12bn despite 
Kenyatta agenda

Competition 

NAIROBI

Kenyans splurged Sh11.96 billion on 
importation of second-hand clothes 
and footwear in the irst six months of 
the year, oicial data shows, highlight-
ing huge appetite for foreign brands.

The Sh1.77 billion or 17.31 percent 
growth was despite renewed focus 
on incentivising struggling domestic 
leather and textiles industries under 
the “Big Four” plan. The import bill 
for second-hand clothes, popularly 
called mitumba, rose by Sh1.04 billion 
or 13.36 percent in the January-June 
period to hit Sh8.86 billion compared 
with Sh7.82 billion in the same period 
of 2018.

This is a further growth over the 
Sh6.60 billion recorded in the irst 
half of 2017, data collated by the Kenya 
National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) 
shows. Higher quality and relatively 
lower prices of mitumba have contin-
ued to drive demand for the merchan-
dise at expense of locally-made clothes 
amid higher margins enjoyed traders 
largely in informal markets.

Spend on footwear, on the other 
hand, climbed by a third, or Sh720.5 
million, to reach nearly Sh3.10 billion 
in the period over Sh2.38 billion im-
port bill in the irst half of last year, 
the KNBS data shows. The lucrative 
second-hand clothing market has seen 

Chinese traders open shops in Gikom-
ba, Kenya’s largest informal market for 
mitumba, in recent years to cash in ris-
ing demand.

Leather, textiles and agro-processing 
sub-sectors are largely seen as low-
lying fruits to jump-start President 
Uhuru Kenyatta’s plan to revive and 
modernise Kenyan factories under the 
manufacturing pillar of the “Big Four” 
agenda.

Small-sized factories in leather and 
textiles business are set to be given 
incentives such as access to afordable 
capital through the proposed merger 
of state-owned development inanci-
ers — Kenya Industrial Estates, Devel-
opment Bank of Kenya, Industrial De-
velopment Bank of Kenya.

They are also to be helped in ac-
cessing new exports markets and ex-
panding the existing ones largely in 
Africa through the Integrated National 
Exports Development and Promotion 
Strategy, unveiled in July 2018.

Kenya in May 2017 hastily withdrew 
from a collective East African Commu-
nity bloc’s resolution to ban mitumba 
after American suppliers threatened 
to match the move with a retaliatory 
action. The suppliers had warned of 
lobbying Congressmen to block Ken-
ya’s duty- and quota-free access to the 
US market under the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act (Agoa).

 By Francis Kajubi

A 
retail shop owners’ 
entrepreneurship 
programme by 
TechnoServe has 

enabled young entrepreneurs 
increase their sales volumes 
by 32 percent beating a set 
target of 30 percent during the 
2018/19 iscal year.

The Pan African Youth 
Entrepreneur Development 
(PAYED) which involved 
young retail shop owners 
in Dar es Salaam witnessed 
356 individuals graduate 
last week after a year of 
entrepreneurship and self-
employment skills training.  

Speaking during a graduation 
ceremony of the youth, PAYED 
Program Manager, Tunsime 
Kyando said unemployment 
among young people can be 

defeated through training 
so that the group gets 
entrepreneurship and life skills 
for self-employment.  

“TechnoServe Tanzania 
aims at increasing adoption 
of best shop management 
practices among retail shop 
owners by 60 percent in the 
next two years through the 
PAYED program funded by 
CITI Foundation,” Kyando said.

She noted that a total of 
418 youths were enrolled for 
the program in the place but 
some of them quit on the way 
as they came with an idea of 
being given money,” Kyando 
added noting that the shop 
owners went through theory 
and practical sessions for 
the period of four months 
on topics covering best shop 
management practices, 
merchandizing and customer 

care.
Kyando further pointed out 

that the graduates also got 
knowledge on supply chain 
management, investment 
opportunities and business 
planning. She said before the 
program, the ability for shop 
owners to keep records stood 
at only 21 percent but current 
that has increased to 88 
percent.

“At least 51 percent of the 
shop owners received training 
collectively in class sessions 
while 49 percent were trained 
individually by visiting them at 
their work places,” the PAYED 
Program Manager added. 

Regulatory authorities such 
Tanzania Revenue Authority, 
Tanzania Drugs and Medical 
Devices Authority, Weights 
and Measures Agency and 
manufacturers cum suppliers 

who included Mauzo Sheet, 
ASAS Dairy, Shambani Dairies, 
Azam, Laiki Soap and DukaPro 
were linked to the shop owners  
as important partners for their 
businesses.

TechnoServe’s Operations 
Manager, Bosco Mapunda said 
knowledge on smart shop 
entrepreneurship is not only 
for improving sales but also 
making shop owners think 
outside the box by diversifying 
to broaden their businesses.

“You now have the 
knowledge that can help 
you on how to buy shop 
products in a well-organized 
partnership model with 
large manufacturers such as 
Bakhressa Group of Industries,” 
Mapunda said pointing out that 
TechnoServe, a global not for 
proit organization, has since 
its establishment in 1968, been 

working on empowering 
agri-business entrepreneurs, 
retail shop owners through 
capacity building.

Mapunda said targeted 
groups are being assisted 
to access basic information 
related to business, start-
up capital, knowledge and 
skills of utilizing available 
market opportunities. He 
asserted that retail trading 
that mostly involves shops 
contributes 80 percent in the 
supply chain of the products 
from manufacturers to 
consumers.

“Shops mostly serve low 
income earners who are 
about 80 percent of the 
country’s population. The 
growth in retail trading is 
crucial as it can contribute 
to increment of revenue 
thus broaden the tax base,” 
Mapunda told the graduates.

At the event, three 
groups out of the eight 
that performed well in 
transforming their shops 
in line with the training 
course were awarded 
500,000/- each. The groups 
are Tunaweza group 
from Kitunda, Nguvukazi 
Vijana Chanika group and 
Twilumba group from 
Saranga Mbezi Louis.

On his part, the event’s 
chief guest, Thabit Massa 
who is Principal Trade 
Oicer for Dar es Salaam 
region, who represented 
Regional Commissioner, said 
the city has almost 200,000 
retail traders who are an 
important group in paying 
taxes.

“Educating youth on issues 
relating to trade matters a lot 
to the government which has 
been employing initiatives 
meant to formalize most 
entrepreneurs,” Massa said.

WTO cuts outlook for global trade 
growth to lowest ever in a decade

Slowdown 

WTO Director-General Roberto Azevedo. 

 GENEVA

The World Trade 
Organization cut its global trade 
growth forecast for this year to 
the weakest level in a decade, 
warning that further rounds 
of tarifs in an environment of 
heightened uncertainty could 
spark a “destructive cycle of 
recrimination.”

The volume of merchandise 
trade will increase by 1.2% this 
year and 2.7% next year, after a 

3% advance in 2018, the WTO 
said in a report published 
Tuesday. The outlook marks 
a sharp downgrade from the 
WTO’s previous projections in 
April, when the Geneva-based 
organization predicted a 2.6% 
gain in global trade in 2019 and 
3% the following year. It also 
underscores the risks facing 
international commerce as the 
US threatens more tarifs on 
Chinese imports and prepares 
new, WTO-sanctioned levies 

on goods from the European 
Union.

“The darkening outlook for 
trade is discouraging but not 
unexpected,” WTO Director-
General Roberto Azevedo said 
in statement. “Trade conlicts 
heighten uncertainty, which is 
leading some businesses to de-
lay the productivity-enhancing 
investments that are essential 
to raising living standards. Job 
creation may also be ham-
pered as irms employ fewer 

workers to produce goods and 
services for export.”

The WTO report cited vari-
ous risks to trade growth in-
cluding rising trade tensions, 
Brexit-related uncertainty in 
the EU and shifting monetary 
policy stances in developed 
economies.

 It’s the third consecutive 
year the WTO has reduced its 
expectations for global trade 
growth and broadly relects 
similar readings from the 

World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. 
Last month, the Paris-based 
OECD said the world’s inten-
sifying trade conlicts have 
caused economic growth to 
dip to levels not seen since 
the inancial crisis a decade 
ago.

The WTO’s revised igures 
represent a key gauge of the 
stakes involved in President 
Donald Trump’s efort to 
overhaul America’s trade 
relationships around the 
world. Since the WTO’s last 
report, Trump has escalated 
his ight with China and tit-
for-tat tarifs have continued 
to weigh on global economic 
growth. Chinese Vice 
Premier Liu He plans to visit 
Washington to meet with 
his US counterparts during 
the week of Oct. 7. Tarifs on 
some Chinese imports are 
set to increase on Oct. 15.

Meanwhile, Trump may 
soon impose new tarifs on 
as much as $8bn worth of 
European goods stemming 
from a 15-year-old dispute 
over illegal state aid provided 
to aircraft maker Airbus SE.

The European 
Commission is mulling a 
plan to immediately retaliate 
with tarifs on more than 
$4bn worth of US exports, 
citing as justiication a WTO 
dispute over prohibited 
subsidies from two decades 
ago. “Risks to the forecast 
are heavily weighted to the 
downside and dominated 
by trade policy,” the WTO 
report said.

The markets are 
receptive and 
this intersection 
of climate 
change, actual 
on-the-ground 
conservation and 
protecting rural 
economies is kind of 
all coming together
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 NAIROBI

Earnings for small-scale 

tea farmers dropped by 

18.6 percent in the financial 

year ended June 2019 due to 

excess global supplies and 

weak demand, marking the 

lowest returns for growers 

in the past six years.

Farmers affiliated to the 

Kenya Tea Development 

Agency (KTDA) will earn 

Sh69.7 billion in the review 

period, down from Sh85.7 

billion that they got last year.

KTDA has attributed the 

decline to low international 

prices during the review 

period resulting from a 

glut in the international 

market and an increase in 

the cost of production. The 

lower prices, coupled with 

reduced production in the 

year to June following poor 

weather, squeezed farmers 

 KIGALI

A 55MW methane gas power project was inaugurated 

in Rubavu District on Thursday with the Permanent Sec-

retary in the Ministry of Infrastructure, Patrice Uwase, 

commending the main project sponsor for the initiative.

According to the ministry, it is a public–private part-

nership project between the government and Shema 

Power Lake Kivu Limited (SPLK ltd) for the concession 

of 25 years. Uwase, Lord Irvine Laidlaw, the President of 

SPLK ltd, and other officials officiated at the inaugura-

tion ceremony to kick start construction works.

The project, government officials said, comes at the 

right time when Rwanda is set to achieve the strategic 

objectives of the Social Transformation Pillar of Govern-

ment of Rwanda’s National Strategy for Transformation 

(NST1) by 2024.

Uwase said: “This project is a synergy with other stra-

tegic projects that Rwanda has invested in and is ex-

pected to bring more energy to the national grid, and 

increase our installed capacity which currently stand at 

224.5 MW to the projected 556 MW by 2024 given the 

time it takes for power plants to mature.”

One of the strategic objectives of the Social Transfor-

mation Pillar of the National Strategy for Transforma-

tion (NST1) is to reduce the cost of doing business and 

facilitate trade by implementing key projects including 

scale up electricity generation and improve quality, af-

fordability and reliability power.

Energy is one of the stimulators of the economic de-

velopment of the country, Uwase noted, and the gov-

ernment is continuously facilitating investments in the 

energy sector with a goal of achieving universal access 

by the year 2024.

Jobs

She added: “The project will also create many jobs 

and capacity building for Rwandans during project im-

plementation after completion. These jobs will directly 

impact positively the livelihood of the Rubavu District, 

especially to Nyamyumba sector residents.”

Uwase told the project implementers that they must 

preserve the environment and the wellbeing of the 

population adjacent to the site and beyond by reducing 

emissions and ensuring proper operating procedures. 

Construction works commenced immediately consider-

ing that other preparatory steps including finalising and 

signing of the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) were al-

ready concluded.

Work starts at 
PPP methane 
gas project in 
rural Rwanda

Earnings for tea farmers hit lowest level in six years

Dodoma business gurus counsel young 
entrepreneurs on ways towards success

DECELERATION 

National Bank of Commerce’s Head of Corporate Debt, Elibariki Ndossi, shares  financial, entrepreneurship and life skills, knowledge with Benjamin Mkapa Secondary School students when the bank’s 
staff members paid a visit to the school in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. Photo courtesy of NBC. 

ADVICE 
PROGRESS 

Small-scale tea farmers at work. 

 By Mary Geofrey

U
P C O M I N G 

entrepreneurs have 

been advised to 

continue learning 

in life through reading books, 

taking part various training on 

basics of running businesses and 

interacting with successful big 

business owners.

Addressing the budding 

entrepreneurs in Dodoma last 

week, Alko Vintage Company 

Limited’s Managing Director, 

Archard Kato and AKM Glitters 

Limited’s founder and CEO, 

Elizabeth Swai said stiff market 

competition necessitates that 

they think outside the box and 

not engage in business as usual 

phenomenon.

The two successful big business 

owners who were invited to 

share their experience on the 

opportunities and challenges they 

experienced while building their 

companies, advised the CEED 

entrepreneurs that there are many 

challenges encountered while 

building companies.

“The main challenge which 

many of us as entrepreneurs face 

in Tanzania, is that we like to be 

self-employed but we do not strive 

to be business men and women,” 

Kato said.   

He added, “We need to be in 

a position where we are always 

learning and try to be at our best 

until we are at a point where our 

businesses can run by themselves.” 

Alko Vintages is one of the largest 

wine producers in the country 

with notable brand names such as 

‘Dompo.’

He said part of his life involves 

continuous reading and learning 

which contributes to success 

saying part of regular budget 

involves buying books every year.

Backing Kato’s observations, 

Swai said she reads a book relating 

to entrepreneurship and business 

success every night before going 

to bed. Swai whose AKM Glitters 

Limited deals in integrated 

poultry farming, further noted 

with intense market competition, 

success comes through learning 

and experience.

“Technology has now made 

it possible for people to access 

information quickly.  We have to do 

research, learn and get informed 

from the right sources and not rely 

on hearsay,” she noted.

CEED is a global organization 

with its head office based in USA 

and officially launched in the 

country in 2017. Since then, CEED 

has supported small and medium 

size enterprises through business 

management training and advisory 

services, networking, finance and 

market linkages.  

CEED is a program of the Small 

Enterprise Assistance Funds 

(SEAF), a global impact investment 

organization with more than 25 

years of experience. In Tanzania, 

CEED is supported by the United 

States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) and Argidius Foundation.  

As part of its contribution 

to the growth of a vibrant SME 

sector in Tanzania, CEED utilizes 

its experience in investments, 

technical assistance and training 

to help entrepreneurs address 

their challenges to growth; 

incorporate business management 

systems; understand and identify 

appropriate financing; manage 

and sustain new growth and 

investments to their businesses.

 HARARE

There appears to be no 

end in sight for hard pressed 

Zimbabwean consumers as 

they now have to pay 26% 

more for fuel and 300% 

more for energy starting 

yesterday.

Fuel prices in the southern 

African country have been 

going up every week, but 

this week’s hike is the biggest 

jump to date. According to a 

notice published by energy 

regulator Zimbabwe Energy 

Regulatory Authority (ZERA) 

on Saturday, prices for diesel 

and petrol are up by 26% 

and 27% to $15.64 and $14.97, 

respectively.

Using Friday’s official 

exchange rate which placed 

the Zimbabwean dollar 

at par with the rand, the 

fuel price is slightly below 

South Africa’s petrol price of 

R15.72. But for cash strapped 

Zimbabwean consumers, 

filling up a tank will cost 

a full month’s salary. The 

lowest paid government 

worker earns $1,030 (R1,030) 

per month.

Worse is still to come as 

the exchange rate of 13:1 to 

the US$ used for the latest 

increase is from when the 

fuel was procured. The 

exchange rate has since 

weakened to 15.26:1 and the 

impact will be felt in the 

next few weeks. The fuel 

price increase follows hot in 

the heels of Friday’s massive 

electricity tariff hike of more 

than 300%

Those who were using low 

power of about 200 kWh per 

month will be paying $157 

(Zimbabwean dollars) from 

$38,61  a 306% increase. This 

increase came as a result 

of an application which 

the power utility ZETDC 

issued seeking adjustments 

of electricity tariffs as the 

previous charges were no 

longer sustainable.

In a statement ZETDC said 

the increase was inevitable 

because the previous 

charges had been eroded 

following the tumbling 

local currency. “The 

current tariff 38,61c/kWh 

had been severely eroded 

due to the movement 

of macroeconomic 

fundamentals,” it said in a 

statement.

More fuel and energy price hikes - no end in sight for weary Zim consumers
CRISIS 

bonus. This means farmers 

will receive about 67 percent 

of the earnings with the 

remaining Sh23.3 billion 

covering the costs of the 

factories as well as KTDA 

management fees.

Farmers will on aver-

age receive Sh41.27 per 

kilogramme of green leaf 

delivered, down from Sh52 

last year. Growers last year 

earned Sh62 billion with the 

factories and KTDA manage-

ment fees taking Sh23 bil-

lion.

Mr Tiampati also linked 

the declining prices to 

low demand for tea from 

importing markets, which 

have experienced political 

and economic challenges. 

“Pakistan, Egypt, the 

UK and UAE and Sudan 

remain Kenya’s key export 

destinations for the black 

CTC tea. These countries 

have had significant 

currency devaluation due 

to political and economic 

challenges with Sudan, 

Pakistan and Egypt and the 

UK registering 70, 50, 20 and 

20 percent respectively,” he 

said.

During the year, the 

agency factories processed 

1.13 billion kilogrammes 

of green leaf into 262 mil-

lion kilogrammes of made 

black tea, which was sold at 

an average price of Sh266 

compared with Sh323 real-

ised the previous year. Last 

year, the factories processed 

1.18 billion kilogrammes of 

green leaf. The latest move 

by the US to slap sanctions 

on Iran’s Central Bank has 

negatively affected the sale 

of tea to one of Kenya’s ma-

jor markets that buys the 

most expensive beverage at 

the Mombasa auction.

Permanent Secretary in Rwanda’s  Ministry of Infrastructure 
Patrice Uwase. 

earnings and bonuses.

Kenya is the leading 

exporter of black tea in 

the world and the crop is 

also one of its top foreign 

exchange earners, along 

with tourism, flower exports 

and cash sent home by the 

Diaspora. “This performance 

has been realised at a time 

when most of tea-producing 

countries have registered 

increased production,” said 

KTDA Managing Director 

Lerionka Tiampati in Nairobi 

Thursday.

Out of the Sh69.77 billion 

revenue, farmers will receive 

Sh46.45 billion being the 

sum total of Sh17.69 billion 

in initial monthly payments 

and Sh28.76 billion as 

second and final payment, 

commonly referred to as 
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US payrolls miss estimates, capping week of gloomy economic data

European aircraft and alcohol on 
US tarif list after WTO ruling

 GENEVA 

The US released a final list 

of billions of dollars of Euro-

pean products it will hit with 

new tariffs after the World 

Trade Organization’s land-

mark ruling on illegal subsi-

dies to Airbus.

The US plans to impose 

a 10 per cent tariff on large 

civil aircraft from France, 

Germany, Spain and the UK. 

It will also slap 25 per cent 

levies on a range of other 

items including alcohol, 

olives, cheese, butter and 

yogurt from various Euro-

pean nations, the US Trade 

Representative’s Office said 

Wednesday.

The US removed leather 

goods from its original 

proposed list -- among other 

items -- sparing luxury labels 

such as Givenchy and Louis 

Vuitton. Washington has 

requested the WTO meet 

October 14 to formally 

authorise the tariffs. The 

duties would then take effect 

October 18, the officials said.

The WTO on Wednesday 

gave President Donald 

Trump the go-ahead to 

impose tariffs on as much 

as $7.5 billion worth of 

European exports annually 

in retaliation for illegal 

government aid to Airbus. 

The award is the largest in 

WTO history -- nearly twice 

as large as the previous 

record of $4.04bn set in 

2002.

The goal of the Trump 

administration in imposing 

retaliatory duties is to 

persuade the European 

Union to reach a negotiated 

settlement, the US trade 

official said. The ruling 

Wednesday is a milestone in 

the WTO’s longest-running 

dispute that will further 

test transatlantic relations, 

which have deteriorated 

under Mr Trump’s 

“America First” approach to 

international ties. It’s also 

an example of Mr Trump 

getting a favorable ruling 

from an organisation he has 

threatened to pull out of.

The US is already in a 

trade war with China, and 

any wider flareup of tit-for-

tat tariffs with Europe could 

threaten a fragile global 

economy. The WTO on Tues-

day cut its trade growth 

forecast for this year to the 

weakest level in a decade, 

warning against a “destruc-

tive cycle of recrimination.” 

The decision is one of the 

final hurdles before the US 

can announce which prod-

ucts from the European Un-

ion it will target with tariffs 

selected from an initial list.

The Trump administration 

has been considering a 

particularly damaging trade 

weapon known as “carousel” 

retaliation, which would 

enable the US to regularly 

shift around the targeted 

goods, people familiar with 

the deliberations said last 

month. That would increase 

trade uncertainty and pain 

for European businesses.

A senior US official 

who briefed reporters on 

Wednesday said that the 

Trump administration has 

the authority to periodically 

revise the retaliatory targets 

and tariff rates.The EU will 

retaliate against any Airbus-

linked tariffs when the WTO 

rules early next year on the 

bloc’s dispute over US sub-

sidies to Boeing, according 

to European Trade Commis-

sioner, Cecilia Malmstrom.

“The mutual imposition of 

countermeasures, however, 

would only inflict damage 

on businesses and citizens 

on both sides of the Atlantic, 

and harm global trade and 

the broader aviation indus-

try at a sensitive time,” Ms 

Malmstrom said, adding that 

the bloc is ready to work 

with the US on a “fair and 

balanced solution for our re-

spective aircraft industries.”

Airbus warned in a state-

ment that tariffs on its 

aircraft and components 

would come as a blow to 

the US aerospace industry, 

with some 40 per cent of its 

procurement coming from 

American suppliers.

The company also urged 

the Trump administration 

to take account of the forth-

coming WTO decision on 

Boeing, saying those recip-

rocal tariffs could exceed 

the value of the US sanc-

tions. Chief executive Guil-

laume Faury repeated calls 

for a negotiated settlement 

to the dispute.

The WTO has repeatedly 

ruled that Toulouse, France-

based Airbus unfairly ben-

efited from launch aid loans 

and other trade-distorting 

subsidies for two Airbus 

models, the A380 and 

A350WXB.

“Europe is facing tariffs 

today because Airbus has 

refused for years to comply 

with WTO rulings,” Boeing 

said in an email. “Unfortu-

nately, Airbus’s non-compli-

ance will negatively impact 

European Member States, 

industries, and businesses 

completely unrelated to Air-

bus’s actions, as well as Air-

bus’s airline customers.”
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6:00 HABARI 
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8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
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  CAPITAL 
   
 Mon  07 Oct

06:00   Al jazera
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06:00  Al Jazeera
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06:00  Al jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
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06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
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21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  11 Oct

06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00  Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Innovation rpt
12:30 The Décor rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45 Series rpt: Sungkyunkwan 

Scandal
14:30  Chetu ni chetu rpt
15:00 Korean Dram rpt: Emperor of 

the sea 
16:00 CNN International
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  Meza Huru
19:00  Drive it
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Series: Sungkyunkwan 

Scandal
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat  12 Oct

08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt

Trade war 

Macro-crisis 

Fed vice chairman Richard Clarida. 

The Airbus delivery centre in France. The US will impose punitive tariffs on the EU following the 
WTO ruling.

NEW YORK 

U
S hiring missed 

p r o j e c t i o n s 

in September 

and wage gains 

cooled, offering a warning 

that the record-long expan-

sion is poised for further slow-

ing even as the jobless rate fell 

to a half-century low.

Private payrolls expanded 

by 114,000 after an upwardly 

revised 122,000 advance the 

prior month, according to a 

Labor Department report Fri-

day that missed the median 

estimate of economists for a 

130,000 gain. Total nonfarm 

payrolls climbed a below-

forecast 136,000, which was 

boosted by 1,000 temporary 

government workers to pre-

pare for the 2020 Census 

count.

Average hourly earnings 

rose 2.9 per cent from a year 

earlier, the weakest in more 

than a year and missing esti-

mates. The jobless rate unex-

pectedly dropped to 3.5 per 

cent from 3.7 per cent, for the 

lowest since December 1969.

Even with the unexpectedly 

shaky jobs and wage figures, 

traders of fed funds futures 

slightly reduced the amount 

of easing they expect from the 

US central bank this year and 

marginally trimmed their ex-

pectations for an October cut 

amid a lower-than-expected 

unemployment rate. US stock 

futures rose and Treasuries 

fell.

More broadly, the downbeat 

reading adds to signs Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s trade 

policy and weakness abroad 

pose an increasing threat to 

growth in the world’s largest 

economy. At the same time, 

the unemployment rate de-

cline gave him a chance to 

boast, which he promptly did 

on Twitter minutes after the 

report.

“Overall it is a bit of a mixed 

bag,” Torsten Slok, Deutsche 

Bank Securities chief econo-

mist, said on Bloomberg Tel-

evision. But the main payrolls 

number along with weakness 

in manufacturing add to signs 

that the trade war is putting 

“downward pressure both on 

hiring and the economy.”

The jobs report caps a week 

of US economic data that 

whipsawed stocks and sent 

already-low Treasury yields 

tumbling, led by a key manu-

facturing gauge that sank 

deeper into contraction with 

the worst reading in a decade. 

A slowdown also threatens 

Trump’s re-election prospects 

next year, with the president 

frequently staking his mes-

sage on a strong economy.

The data offer a contrast 

with characterisations by Fed 

chairman Jerome Powell and 

his colleagues at recent meet-

ings that job gains have been 

“solid,’’ though they may still 

have room to stick with that 

assessment. Late Thursday, 

Fed vice chairman Richard 

Clarida said the economy re-

mains on solid footing and 

recession risks aren’t “particu-

larly elevated under appropri-

ate monetary policy.”

Mr Powell is scheduled to 

deliver opening remarks at 

2pm in Washington at a Fed 

event, followed by comments 

from governors Lael Brainard 

and Randal Quarles. Revisions 

were a bright spot, adding 

45,000 jobs for the prior two 

months, though the three-

month average still fell to 

157,000 from 171,000.

The job gains were con-

centrated in health care and 

professional and business ser-

vices. Retail employment con-

tracted for an eighth-straight 

month, while construction 

payroll growth remained tep-

id.

Manufacturers subtracted 

2,000 jobs, continuing a trend 

toward weaker growth. It 

likely reflects the slowdown 

at factories, seen also in data 

from the Institute for Supply 

Management, which points to 

slower production and orders 

amid weakening demand for 

goods.

Factory employment may 

be poised to fall further in 

coming months with General 

Motors workers on strike. 

About 46,000 employees 

walked out September 15, 

which was too late in the 

month to be captured in the 

Labor Department’s survey 

though may affect readings for 

October. At the same time, the 

strike may already be impact-

ing wages and hours worked.

Average hourly earnings 

were little changed from the 

prior month, missing esti-

mates for a gain, while the 2.9 

per cent annual wage gain fell 

below all estimates in Bloomb-

erg’s survey of economists. 

Pay for production and non-

supervisory workers held up, 

though, with a gain of 3.5 per 

cent, down only slightly from 

a decade-high of 3.6 per cent.

The U-6, or underemploy-

ment rate, slipped to 6.9 per 

cent, the lowest since 2000, 

from 7.2 per cent. Some ana-

lysts see this as a more ac-

curate reflection of the labor 

market as it includes part-time 

workers who’d prefer a full-

time position and those who 

aren’t actively looking. Econo-

mists surveyed by Bloomberg 

had projected 145,000 new 

jobs with the unemployment 

rate remaining at 3.7 per cent 

and average hourly earnings 

rising an unchanged 3.2 per 

cent.
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WASHINGTON/ATHENS

U.S. President Donald Trump on 
Saturday opened a new front in the 
impeachment battle that threatens his 
administration, blasting a prominent 
member of his party for criticizing his 
push to get foreign nations to probe a 
leading Democratic rival.

The Republican president, who 
launched a stream of invective at Demo-
crats and the media this week as an im-
peachment probe in Congress widened, 
tweeted that U.S. Senator Mitt Romney 
was a “pompous ‘ass’ who has been 
fighting me from the beginning.”

Romney, who lost the 2012 election 
to Democratic incumbent President 
Barack Obama, criticized Trump on 
Friday for asking China to investigate 
former Vice President Joe Biden, who is 
seeking the 2020 Democratic presiden-
tial nomination.

The Utah Republican said Trump’s 
appeal to China was “wrong and ap-
palling.” In a later tweet, Trump said he 
was hearing that people in Utah regret-
ted electing Romney to the Senate in 
2018. “I agree! He is a fool who is playing 
right into the hands of the Do Nothing 
Democrats! #IMPEACHMITTROMNEY,” 
Trump wrote. Trump also defended 

again as “appropriate” the July 25 phone 
call with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy that triggered the im-
peachment inquiry in the Democratic-
controlled House of Representatives, 
and said his call for China to investigate 
Biden and his son Hunter was linked to 
corruption, not politics.

Another Republican senator, Susan 
Collins of Maine, on Saturday also criti-
cized Trump for exhorting China to 
investigate the Bidens, calling it “com-
pletely inappropriate” in remarks to 
reporters at an event in her home state, 
according to the Bangor Daily News.

“I thought the president made a big 
mistake by asking China to get involved 
in investigating a political opponent,” 
Collins said, according to the local re-
port.

House Democrats are examining 
whether there are grounds to impeach 
Trump based on a whistleblower’s com-
plaint that said he asked Zelenskiy to 
help probe the Bidens. Hunter Biden 
was on the board of a Ukrainian natural 
gas company for several years.

There is no evidence of wrongdoing 
by either the former vice president or 
his son.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, a 
Trump ally, said on Saturday the State 

Et tu, Mitt? Presindent Trump 
blasts Republican senator as 
impeachment battle heats up

Department had issued an initial response to a re-
quest by the House Foreign Affairs Committee for 
documents tied to U.S. contacts with the Ukrainian 
government. The panel issued Pompeo a subpoena 
on Sept. 27.

“The State Department sent a letter last night to 
Congress, which is our initial response to the docu-
ment request. We will obviously do all the things 
we are required to by law,” Pompeo said in a news 
conference in Greece. He did not elaborate on the 
contents of the letter.

An official from the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee said in a statement to Reuters that Pompeo 
had “failed to meet the deadline to produce docu-
ments required by the subpoena,” but confirmed 
the State Department had contacted the three 
House committees involved in the probes.

“We hope the department will cooperate in full 
promptly,” said the official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

‘GOTCHA GAME’

Pompeo, who has acknowledged he listened to 
the July 25 call between Trump and Zelenskiy, ob-
jected last week to efforts by Democrats to obtain 
depositions from current and former department 
officials.

Asked at another event on Saturday if there were 

any red flags in the Ukraine saga that required fur-
ther investigation, Pompeo said he did not think 
the audience was interested in hearing about 
the issue.”This is what’s wrong, when the world 
doesn’t focus on the things that are right, the things 
that matter, the things that impact real people’s 
lives and instead you get caught up in silly gotcha 
game?” he said.He also addressed a notion Trump 
has long held that Ukraine interfered in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election, a theory that runs coun-
ter to the U.S. intelligence community’s findings 
that it was Russia that meddled in the campaign.

Pompeo said “governments have an obligation 
and indeed a duty to make sure that elections hap-
pen with integrity, without interference from any 
government, whether that’s the Ukrainian govern-
ment or any other.”

Lawmakers are looking at whether Trump jeop-
ardized national security and the integrity of U.S. 
elections for personal political gain. Trump has 
called the impeachment investigation a “hoax” and 
accused the media and Democrats of corruption.

Rudy Giuliani, Trump’s personal lawyer, told 
Reuters in a phone interview on Saturday that the 
president in the July 25 call had not offered his 
Ukrainian counterpart any “quid pro quo” for his 
cooperation in probing Biden and his son.

“One thing clear about the conversation is, 
there’s no quid pro quo,” said the former New York 
mayor, who has emerged as a central figure in the 
scandal. The House Intelligence Committee has is-
sued a subpoena to Giuliani, setting an Oct. 15 dead-
line for him to turn over documents related to his 
work with Ukrainians on Trump’s behalf.

House Democrats subpoenaed the White House 
for documents on Friday. White House spokes-
woman Stephanie Grisham said the subpoena 
“changes nothing” and that it would be ultimately 
shown that Trump did nothing wrong.

The probe could lead to approval of articles of 
impeachment - or formal charges - against Trump 
in the House. A trial on whether to remove Trump 
from office would then be held in the Republican-
controlled Senate.

A two-thirds majority of the senators present 
would be needed to oust Trump, which means 
20 Republicans would have to jump ship if all the 
Democrats and the two independents who caucus 
with Democrats form a united front.

    Agencies

HONG KONG

VIOLENT and disruptive acts were 
staged again in various areas of Hong 
Kong on Friday evening as radical pro-
testers blocked roads, set fires, dam-
aged public facilities, and assaulted 
police officers and passersby, leaving 
the transport network paralyzed and 
forcing numerous shops to close.

Protesters gathered in areas includ-
ing Central on Hong Kong Island, Mong 
Kok and Kowloon Tong in Kowloon, 
and Yuen Long and Sha Tin in the New 
Territories, and set up barricades on 
main roads.

In Central, a large group of radical 
protesters occupied major roads, caus-
ing serious obstruction to the traffic. 
Some of them set fire on a Chinese na-
tional flag.

Some protesters later moved to 
Causeway Bay and blocked the en-

trance of Hung Hom Cross Harbor Tun-
nel, a major link between Hong Kong 
Island and Kowloon.

In Mong Kok, protesters gathered 
along Nathan Road, the main thor-
oughfare in Kowloon, and damaged an 
ATM machine of the Bank of China.

In Sha Tin, protesters smashed the 
glass of a government building and 
damaged ticket gates and automatic 
sprinkler system at the Sha Tin MTR 
station. Some protesters gathered in a 
shopping mall close to the station, forc-
ing shops in the mall to close early.

The government of China’s Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) established an anti-mask law 
on Friday in the latest drive to end the 
prolonged violence.

The unrest has lasted for over three 

months, and the police have had dif-
ficulty in bringing all the rioters to 
justice as most of them wore masks to 
hide their identities.

The move added Hong Kong to 
the list of countries and regions that 
have anti-mask legislations, including 
France, Canada and many states in the 
United States.

Radicals escalated their violent acts 
later on Friday night, setting fires on 
facilities of more metro stations and 
attacking MTR staff. A train in Sha Tin 
station was caught on fire.

Given the escalation of the situa-
tion, the MTR Corporation suspended 
all train services, following closures of 
several stations due to vandalism and 
arson, the first time of the full suspen-
sion in the past months. With a number 

of bus routes also suspended, the pub-
lic transport system in Hong Kong was 
almost paralyzed.

The HKSAR Legislative Council (Leg-
Co) Secretariat issued a red alert on 
Friday evening, requiring all persons to 
evacuate the LegCo Complex immedi-
ately under safe circumstances.

The police warned the protesters 
to leave and stop their illegal acts im-
mediately, and said appropriate forces 
will be adopted to disperse and arrest 
radicals.

Some radicals assaulted police offic-
ers, hurled petrol bombs at them, and 
even tried to snatch a gun that had 
fallen on the ground, according to a po-
lice statement. A large group of rioters 
attacked a plainclothes police officer 
in Yuen Long, punching him and grab-

bing him around the neck. With his life 
under serious threat, the officer fired 
one shot in self-defense. While evad-
ing the blaze caused by a petrol bomb 
thrown at him, the officer dropped his 
pistol and magazine. He stopped a riot-
er from trying to snatch the pistol but 
failed to retrieve the magazine as an-
other petrol bomb was thrown at him.

The police called on members of the 
public to return any bullets or bullet 
casings if found and stressed that any-
one possessing ammunition without a 
license is liable on conviction to a fine 
of 100,000 Hong Kong dollars (more 
than 12,000 U.S. dollars) and imprison-
ment for 14 years.

Meanwhile, banks, stores and busi-
nesses with mainland background or 
considered patriotic were targeted by 

the rioters.
Three branches of the Bank of China 

were set on fire and more than 20 out-
lets were vandalized. Mi-Home Stores 
and Best Mart 360 in Mong Kok and 
Kowloon were vandalized, and petrol 
bombs were hurled at a storefront of 
China Travel Service (Hong Kong) Ltd. 
in Sha Tin, the New Territories.

Some rioters broke into a China Mo-
bile store in Causeway Bay, vandalized 
facilities inside and took away smart 
phones displayed on the counters.

The HKSAR government said in a 
statement early on Saturday that it 
strongly condemned the violence com-
mitted by the mobs in disregard of hu-
man life and called on members of the 
public to pay attention to their own 
safety. It reiterated that the police will 
continue to take resolute law enforce-
ment action to safeguard public safety 
and restore public order.        Xinhua

Rioters wreak havoc in various areas of Hong Kong

WASHINGTON 

US President Donald Trump 
on Friday issued a proclamation 
saying his administration will sus-
pend entry of immigrants who 
lack healthcare or cannot prove 
they are able to pay for medical 
expenses.

The proclamation demonstrat-
ed a step further by the Trump 
administration to make it more 
difficult for immigrants to settle in 
the United States.

It requested that those seeking 
US immigrant visas “be covered 
by approved health insurance” 
within 30 days of entry into the 
country, or possess “the financial 

resources to pay for reasonably 
foreseeable medical costs.”

According to the proclamation, 
lawful immigrants are more likely 
than US citizens to lack health 
insurance, and the White House 
said the proclamation is protect-
ing both the country’s healthcare 
system and American taxpayers 
“from the burdens of uncompen-
sated care.”

Larry Levitt of the Kaiser Family 
Foundation criticized the procla-
mation for making it impossible 
for low-income immigrants to ob-
tain a visa.

“They will need health insur-
ance to be in the country legally 
(and) the only way they may be 

able to afford coverage is with 
ACA (the Affordable Care Act) 
subsidies,” Levitt tweeted. “But, if 
they buy insurance with ACA sub-

sidies, it won’t count as insurance 
under the proclamation.”

Trump and congressional Re-
publicans have repealed an indi-

vidual mandate of the ACA -- also 
known as Obamacare -- that lev-
ied a tax penalty on people who 
did not have health coverage. The 
president, however, has so far 
failed to repeal Obamacare as a 
whole, as he promised during the 
2016 presidential campaign.

“We eliminated Obamacare’s 
horrible, horrible, very unfair, 
unpopular individual mandate,” 
Trump said when addressing au-
dience Thursday at The Villages 
retirement community in Florida. 
He said that the mandate was “a 
total disaster.”

The proclamation is effective on 
Nov 3. 

             Xinhua

US govt to suspend immigrants’ entry without healthcare

A time travel of China’s past 70 years
OCTOBER 1st marked 

China’s National Day, but 
this year is especially sig-
nificant because it also 
marked the 70th anniver-
sary of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China 
(PRC).

In commemoration of 
the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of the PRC, a grand exhibition featuring achieve-
ments and significant moments in China over the past sev-
en decades opened to the public at the Beijing Exhibition 
Center on September 24th.

Just one day before, Chinese President Xi Jinping, also 
general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, visited the exhibition.

During his visit, Xi (pictured) stressed that during the 
seven decades since the founding of the PRC, the CPC has 
led people across the country to overcome one obstacle 
after another, creating miracle upon miracle.

Xi said the historic achievements China has made in the 
past seven decades and the historic changes it has under-
gone fully demonstrate that only the CPC can lead China; 
only with socialism can we save China; only with reform 
and opening up can we develop China, develop socialism 
and develop Marxism; and only with the road of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics can we lead China toward 
prosperity and strength.

The exhibition zone, covering a total area of about 
15,500 square meters, is designed in the shape of a time 
tunnel, following a chronological pattern from 1949 to 
2019.

It covers five main sections: The preamble, “Standing 
in the East” (1949-1978), “Reform and Opening-up” (1978-
2012), “Moving Towards Revival” (2012-2019), and “The 
Future.”

Every section features historical and symbolic people 
and objects during that period.

There are a total of 150 “firsts” in New China on display, 
including the oil painting recording the PRC’s founding 
ceremony in 1949, the first generation of China’s domes-
tically-made vehicles “Jie Fang” CA10 auto truck in 1956, 
a picture capturing the moment when the PRC’s lawful 
seat was restored in the United Nations in 1971, a delicately 
designed exhibition area that recreates scenes, memories 
of the Beijing Summer Olympics in 2008, as well as mod-
els simulating China’s lunar rover and the Five-hundred-
meter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope (FAST), and a 
model of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, the world’s 
longest cross-sea bridge.

Combining modern technologies and precious histori-
cal archives and records, the exhibition comprehensively 
reflects the experience and achievements of the past 70 
years which witnessed great improvements in China’s 
economy and people’s living conditions, depicting the 
continuous rise of China’s international status and influ-
ence, as well as China’s contribution to the cause of world 
peace and development.

The exhibition runs until December, which means peo-
ple still have loads of chances to go there to experience the 
grandeur of China over the past 70 years.

                 People’s Daily 

WASHINGTON 

MICROSOFT said on Friday that 
hackers linked to the Iranian gov-
ernment targeted a US presiden-
tial campaign, as well as govern-
ment officials, media targets and 
prominent expatriate Iranians.

Overall, the hackers attempted 
to penetrate 241 accounts — four 
successfully — though none of 
those penetrated was associated 
with presidential campaigns or 
current or past US officials, Mi-
crosoft said. A company spokes-
woman declined to identify those 
targeted, citing customer privacy. 

Reuters and The New York 
Times reported that the at-

tack targeted President Donald 
Trump’s reelection campaign, but 
this could not be independently 
confirmed. But a review of pub-
licly available internet records by 
AP showed that the Trump cam-
paign’s official website is linked to 
Microsoft’s email service.

Tim Murtaugh, spokesman for 
Trump’s 2020 reelection cam-
paign, said there was “no indica-
tion that any of our campaign in-
frastructure was targeted.”

Microsoft’s announcement is 
the latest sign that foreign gov-
ernments are looking for ways to 
potentially disrupt the 2020 pres-
idential election. US intelligence 
officials have sounded the alarm 

about the risks for months.
Russia’s hacking of the Demo-

cratic National Committee and the 
Clinton campaign, as well as the 
subsequent leaks of emails during 
the 2016 election roiled the DNC, 
hurt the Clinton campaign and 
was a focal point in special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s probe.

 Foreign hackers have long tar-

geted US government and politi-
cians, generally with little notice. 
But the disruption caused by 
Russia’s attack has heightened 
awareness and prompted fears 
that other nations will try to fol-
low Russia’s example. Iran in par-
ticular could have a stake in the 
outcome of the US election after 
Trump withdrew the US from a 
nuclear agreement and stepped 
up sanctions against the country.

“The Russians came after us 
and our election system in 2016 
and they paid virtually no price 
for that activity,” said Jamil N. 
Jaffer, director of the national se-
curity law and policy program at 
George Mason University, and for-

mer chief counsel of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

The US Department of Home-
land Security said it was working 
with Microsoft to “assess and miti-
gate impacts.” Chris Krebs, direc-
tor of the department’s Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency, said much of the activity 
is likely “run-of-the-mill” foreign 
intelligence service work.

But, “Microsoft’s claims that a 
presidential campaign was tar-
geted is yet more evidence that 
our adversaries are looking to un-
dermine our democratic institu-
tions,” Krebs said. 

In a blogpost released Friday, 
Microsoft’s Tom Burt, corporate 

Iranian hackers said to target US presidential campaign

US Senator Mitt Romney

KYOTO 

RUSSIA sees the need 
to promote international 
cooperation aimed at 
countering cyber threats, 
Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Maxim Akimov 
said yesterday during his 
visit to Japan.

“In the new digital reality, national borders are no long-
er a barrier for cyber risks and threats. I believe that we 
should promote international cooperation to counter 
those challenges,” Akimov (pictured) said, opening the Sci-
ence and Technology in Society forum in Kyoto on Sunday.

The official said the international community needs to 
“jointly create balance between the confidentiality of infor-
mation and its accessibility for achieving business goals.”

“In order to achieve mutual confidence, we need to put 
our trust in technologies, digital solutions, and to create 
them jointly. That’s why international cooperation in the 
sphere of science and technologies has become as impor-
tant as never before,” he added.

The Science and Technology in Society (STS) forum in 
Japan’s ancient capital of Kyoto opened on Sunday. The 
event, held for the 17th time, gathered over 1,500 scien-
tists, entrepreneurs, political leaders and public figures 
from over 150 countries, including Russia.  

                           Agencies

Russia favors international cooperation 

in digital security, says deputy premier
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HONG KONG is irreplaceable in 
its prominent role in the nation’s 
economic development, given its 
unique system and strong com-
plementarities with the Chinese 
mainland, though it faces rising 
downward pressure due in part to 
persistent unrest and intensifying 
competition from some mainland 
cities, officials and analysts said. 

Hong Kong is not afraid of ris-
ing competition from mainland 
cities such as Shenzhen in South 
China’s Guangdong Province and 
Shanghai, which have been ris-
ing rapidly, Hong Kong Finance 
Secretary Paul Chan Mo-po said 
in an exclusive interview with the 
Global Times on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25. 

“We have to take a strategic per-
spective to continuously increase 
our competitiveness, so that we 
won’t be afraid of competition. 
Hong Kong has always been an 
open market, we don’t need to 
fear rivalry - only incompetence,” 
Chan told the Global Times.

Hong Kong has been suffer-
ing from months of social unrest, 
which hurts its pillar industries 
and dents its reputation as a global 
finance and trade hub. Economic 
statistics are showing signs of re-
cession, as street violence weighs 
on small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs), drives away tourists 
and investors and paralyzes pub-
lic transport systems.

With Hong Kong under down-
ward pressure, the central gov-
ernment has issued new policies 
to boost several mainland cities, 
fueling speculation that the role 

of Hong Kong would become less 
important in the national-level de-
velopment mega projects.

Such speculation began after 
Shenzhen surpassed Hong Kong 
in terms of GDP for the first time 
in 2018, which marked 40 years 
of China’s reform and opening-
up. Shenzhen was the frontier of 
China’s reform and opening-up 
policies started four decades ago.

Irreplaceable role
However, some prominent 

economists and officials strongly 
believe that GDP alone doesn’t de-
fine the positions of different cit-
ies, and Hong Kong is irreplaceable 
considered its unique advantages 
under the “one country, two sys-
tems” principle.  There are both 
commonalities and fundamental 
differences between Hong Kong, 
with its capitalist system, and Shen-
zhen and Shanghai, with their so-
cialist market economy systems, 
as financial, trade, economic and 

transport hubs, said Huang Qifan, 
former mayor of Southwest China’s 
Chongqing Municipality.

“That is the significance of 
Hong Kong’s status. It’s not about 
GDP,” Huang said, adding that 
even if the GDPs of mainland cit-
ies such as Shanghai and Shen-
zhen reached five times that of 
Hong Kong, “Hong Kong’s stature 
will still be irreplaceable.”

Hong Kong’s economy remains 
among the freest worldwide and 
the city has served as a gateway 
for foreign direct investment (FDI) 
into the mainland. According to 
the UNCTAD World Investment 
Report 2019, global FDI inflows to 
Hong Kong amounted to $115.7 bil-
lion in 2018, ranked third globally, 
only behind the mainland with 
$139 billion in Asia. 

By the end of 2018, actual uti-
lized FDI from Hong Kong was 
$1.1 trillion, accounting for 54 per-
cent of all FDI the mainland has 
received from all over the world, 

according to the Ministry of Com-
merce. 

Rising competition
However, Hong Kong is now fac-

ing rising competitors, especially 
when central and local govern-
ments recently unveiled more 
favorable policies to accelerate 
Shanghai’s opening-up as global 
financial center and make Shen-
zhen a pilot demonstration area 
of socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics. In spite of this rising com-
petition, however, analysts and 
officials said that there are more 
complementary developments 
between Hong Kong and the main-
land, and neither will substitute for 
the other. 

Yi Gang, governor of the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, said in June that he 
supports a Shanghai-based plan 
to end ownership restrictions on 
foreign financial firms, accelerat-
ing the development of Shanghai 
as yuan-denominated asset alloca-
tion center.

“Shanghai could be a major on-
shore market, giving access for in-
vestors to tap into the significant 
potential of the lucrative mainland 
market. Meanwhile, Hong Kong 
would remain as the important off-
shore hub, as it has advantages in 
the legal and services sectors to 
become a key fundraising venue 
for mainland companies, and the 
two markets are highly comple-
mentary,” Shen Jianguang, chief 
economist with JD Digits, told the 
Global Times. 

  Global Times

Hong Kong irreplaceable in nation’s development

STOCKHOLM 

WORKING-level nuclear talks in 
Sweden between officials from Pyong-
yang and Washington have broken off, 
North Korea’s top negotiator said late 
on Saturday, dashing prospects for an 
end to months of stalemate.

The talks, at an isolated conference 
center on the outskirts of Stockholm, 
were the first such formal discussion 
since U.S. President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un met in June and agreed to restart 
negotiations that stalled after a failed 
summit in Vietnam in February.

The North’s chief nuclear negotia-
tor, Kim Myong Gil, who spent much 
of the day in talks with an American 
delegation, cast the blame on what he 
portrayed as U.S. inflexibility, saying 
the other side’s negotiators would not 
“give up their old viewpoint and atti-
tude.”

“The negotiations have not fulfilled 
our expectation and finally broke off,” 
Kim told reporters outside the North 
Korean embassy, speaking through an 
interpreter.

The U.S. State Department said 
Kim’s comments did not reflect “the 
content or spirit” of more than 8-1/2 
hours of talks, and Washington had 
accepted Sweden’s invitation to return 
for more discussions with Pyongyang 
in two weeks.

“The U.S. brought creative ideas and 
had good discussions with its DPRK 
counterparts,” spokeswoman Morgan 
Ortagus said in a statement. North Ko-
rea is also known as the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).

She said the U.S. delegation had pre-
viewed a number of new initiatives 
that would pave the way for progress 
in the talks, and underscored the im-
portance of more intensive engage-
ment.

“The United States and the DPRK 
will not overcome a legacy of 70 years 
of war and hostility on the Korean 
peninsula through the course of a sin-
gle Saturday,” she added.

“These are weighty issues, and they 
require a strong commitment by both 
countries. The United States has that 
commitment.”

North Korea’s Kim downplayed the 

North Korea breaks off nuclear talks with US in Sweden

U.S. gestures.
“The U.S. raised expectations by of-

fering suggestions like a flexible ap-
proach, new method and creative 
solutions, but they have disappointed 
us greatly and dampened our enthusi-
asm for negotiation by bringing noth-
ing to the negotiation table,” he said.

Swedish broadcaster TV4 said the 
U.S. Special Representative for North 

LONDON

THE British government on 
Friday promised the highest 
court of Scotland that Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson will ask 
the European Union (EU) to ex-
tend Britain’s membership if no 
deal is agreed on this month.

The case was put before the 
Court of Session in Scotland 
by anti-Brexit campaigners 
seeking a legal order to compel 
Johnson to ask the EU for an 
extension in case of a no-deal 
Brexit.

It followed a law passed in 
the House of Commons, known 
as the Benn Act, which orders 

the prime minister to write to 
the EU for an extension until 
Jan. 31, 2020 if London and 
Brussels fail to agree a deal by 
Oct. 19.

The blow in the race to find 
a solution came after the Euro-
pean Commission in Brussels 
said there is no ground to ac-
cept a request from Britain for 
“intensive” weekend negotia-
tions two weeks before an EU 
summit on Oct. 17. Instead, the 
Brexit negotiations will resume 
on Oct. 7.

The court undertaking in 
Scotland came only weeks after 
Johnson said he would “rather 
die in a ditch” than ask Brussels 

to delay, coupled with regular 
messages that Britain will end 
its membership of the EU on 
Oct. 31 with or without a deal.

On Friday night he tweeted 
“new deal or no deal -- but no 
delay.”

The legal action against the 
British government is being 
brought by Scottish National 
Party member of parliament 
and barrister Joanna Cherry, 
barrister Jolyon Maugham and 
businessman Vince Dale.

Court papers have been 
flying in the face of Johnson’s 
comments since he succeeded 
Theresa May as prime minister 
this summer.

It has left political observers 
pondering on what Johnson 
has planned to reconcile his 
message about a deal or no-deal 
departure.

The BBC on Friday quoted a 
spokesperson from Downing 
Street as saying that the govern-
ment will comply with the Benn 
Act, and the law only “imposes 
a very specific narrow duty 
when it comes to requesting an 
extension.”

“People will have to wait to 
see how this is reconciled,” the 
source told the BBC.

The Daily Telegraph reported 
that Maugham said Johnson was 
saying two contradictory things 

at the same time.
“We are concerned that he 

( Johnson) cannot be trusted 
to do what he has said to the 
court,” said Maugham. “The 
court was being asked to order 
him to do it (seek the exten-
sion), and if he does not act as 
parliament has mandated, there 
will be consequences for him 
personally.”

Andrew Webster, the barrister 
representing the British govern-
ment, said there is no need for a 
court order to be made forcing 
a letter requesting an exten-
sion because the court has it on 
record it will be sent.

“What we have is a clear state-

ment on behalf of the prime 
minister and government as to 
what it will do in respect to the 
requirements of the 2019 act 
(the Benn Act). They have been 
put on record so there can be 
no doubt,” he said.

Although Irish Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar said Friday that 
the Brexit plan falls short in a 
number of aspects, Ireland’s 
Deputy Prime Minister Simon 
Coveney sent a rather encour-
aging message.

Coveney said he does not 
believe a Brexit deal is a mission 
impossible, and he believes an 
agreement might be struck later 
this month despite concerns 

over Johnson’s new Brexit plan.
“I believe the prime minister 

wants to get a deal this month. 
We will certainly work to this 
time frame,” Coveney told 
journalists outside Hillsborough 
Castle.

“If it’s not possible, Ireland 
has always said we would prefer 
an extension to no deal, but 
that’s the Irish position. This is 
not mission impossible. There 
is a deal to be done here,” he 
added.

The crunch date is expected 
Oct. 17 when the EU Council is 
scheduled to hold its meeting 
in Brussels.

  Agencies

British govt promises Brexit extension if no deal reached

MOSCOW

THE Russian Foreign Ministry has is-
sued a protest to the US administration 
in connection with the detention and 
interrogation of State Duma Deputy 
Inga Yumasheva by the FBI and called 
the incident another hostile action, in a 
statement released yesterday.

“We declare a decisive protest in 
connection with the actions of the US 
administration against the deputy of 
the State Duma of the Russian Federal 
Assembly Inga Yumasheva, who was 
detained the day before at the New York 
airport by FBI agents and interrogated. 

This is another hostile action against 
Russia and its representatives, clearly 
aimed at further deterioration of the 
atmosphere of Russian-American rela-
tions,” the report says. 

US authorities are not able to control 
their own special services, and are not 
trying to normalize relations with Rus-
sia, the Russian Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement.

“The question begs: either the Ameri-
can administration, contrary to their 
statements, are not striving to normal-
ize the dialogue, or they are unable to 
control the actions of their own special 
services. 

Inga Yumasheva, as the coordinator 
of the parliamentary group of the State 
Duma for relations with the US Con-
gress, was sent to the Fort-Ross Dialogue 
forum, which is precisely designed to 
help strengthen mutual understanding 
and cooperation between the people of 
Russia and the United States,” the state-
ment said.

   Agencies

Russian Foreign 
Ministry issues 
protest to US 
over Yumasheva’s 
interrogation
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Korea, Stephen Biegun, who led the 
team, had arrived back at the U.S. em-
bassy in central Stockholm.

The Swedish foreign office declined 
to give details on the invitation for 
new talks, or whether Pyongyang had 
accepted.

Since June, U.S. officials had strug-
gled to persuade North Korea, which 
is under sanctions banning much of its 
trade, due to its nuclear program, to 
return to the table, but that appeared 
to change this week when the North 
abruptly announced it had agreed to 
talks.

On Saturday, negotiator Kim ac-
cused the United States of having 
no intention of solving difficulties 
through dialogue, but said a complete 
denuclearization of the Korean penin-
sula was still possible.

It would only happen “when all the 
obstacles that threaten our safety and 
check our development are removed 
completely without a shadow of 
doubt,” he said, in an apparent refer-
ence to North Korea’s desire for Wash-
ington to ease economic pressure.

Yesterday, China’s President Xi Jin-

ADDIS ABABA

THE UN Assistant Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Af-
fairs, Ursula Mueller, has urged 
the international community 
to take immediate action to 
confront the climate crisis that 
is heavily affecting Djibouti 
and the rest of Horn of Africa.

Mueller (pictured), who is 
also Deputy Emergency Re-
lief Coordinator in the Office 
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), 
made the urgent call at the 
end of a three-day mission to 
Djibouti, from October 2 to 4, 
UNOCHA said in a statement 
on Saturday.

“Climate change is real, 
and I could see it here. I saw 
the widespread drought and 
I met communities that can 
barely access safe water. They 
explained to me how this situ-
ation is impacting their lives. 
Djibouti has made virtually no 
contribution to the global cli-
mate emergency, but its pop-
ulation is suffering the con-
sequences on a daily basis,” 
UNOCHA statement quoted 
Mueller as saying.

Throughout the region, re-
current droughts, water scar-
city and other climate shocks 
have been drivers of high lev-
els of malnutrition, disease 
outbreaks, food insecurity and 
displacement, triggering an in-
crease in humanitarian needs, 
according to UNOCHA.

According to UNOCHA, large 
areas of Djibouti are exposed 
to extreme weather condi-
tions, affecting water avail-
ability and hygiene conditions, 
increasing the risk of disease 
outbreaks. Coupled with high 
levels of poverty and unem-
ployment, this has left more 
than 280,000 people, one in 
three Djiboutians, in chronic 
levels of food insecurity.

“Severe acute malnutrition 
rates are alarming and consid-
ered an emergency according 
to global standards. In Bond-
ara village, women told me 
how they were doing whatever 
it takes to put food on the table 
for the family, but the frequent 

droughts are preventing them 
from doing so,” said Mueller.

The Red Sea nation is also a 
major route of migration with 
400 to 600 migrants cross-
ing daily, fleeing the impact of 
conflict, instability and harsh 
climate in neighboring coun-
tries. The country is also home 
to some 30,000 refugees and 
asylum-seekers and an esti-
mated 100,000 migrants.

The deputy humanitarian 
chief, who also visited one of 
the refugee villages in Ali Ad-
deh close to Djibouti’s border 
with Ethiopia and Somalia, 
also met with community rep-
resentatives and a women’s 
group to learn more about 
their particular needs.

“The most basic needs are 
being met. However, there is 
a lack of livelihood opportuni-
ties that would allow the refu-
gees to become self-reliant,” 
she said.

Mueller, who also met with 
Djibouti’s Prime Minister, Ab-
doulkader Kamil Mohamed, as 
well as several ministers, also 
commended government ini-
tiatives to support people who 
are most in need of assistance.

At the end of her visit, the 
deputy humanitarian chief 
mainly highlighted that urgent 
action is required to address 
the underlying causes of vul-
nerabilities and get on a path 
to sustainable development in 
Djibouti and the region.

  Xinhua

UN official urges support to Djibouti’s 
efforts against climate change

ping and the North’s leader exchanged 
messages to reaffirm the neighbors’ 
relationship on the 70th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic 
ties. China is the North’s only major 
ally.

Xi, who has met Kim five times in 
the past year, said they had “reached a 
series of important consensuses, lead-
ing China-North Korea relations into a 
new historical era”, the official Xinhua 
news agency said.

Kim replied the two leaders would 
“resolutely safeguard the peace and 
stability of the Korean peninsula and 
the world,” Xinhua reported.

TENSIONS
The delegation from North Korea ar-

rived in Sweden on Thursday. Analysts 
have said both countries’ leaders had 
growing incentives to reach a deal, 
but it was unclear if common ground 
could be found after months of ten-
sion and deadlock.

The readout from the talks did not 
sound very promising, said Jenny 
Town, a managing editor at 38 North, 
a Washington-based North Korea proj-
ect.    Agencies

FOREIGN journalists par-
ticipating in a workshop for the 
Belt and Road News Network 
(BRNN) paid a visit to the Em-
peror Qinshihuang’s Mausole-
um Site Museum in Xi’an, north-
west China’s Shaanxi province 
on Sept. 21, to zoom in on an-
cient Chinese culture.

“For me, it’s like a dream come 
true,” said Armando Mayorga, 
Manage Editor with La Nación 
in Costa Rica. He still remem-
bers how the terracotta army 

at the mausoleum site caused 
a sensation in the entire world 
when it was first discovered in 
the 20th century. Mayorga said 
he had wanted to see the terra-
cotta warriors ever since then.

The facial expressions on 
the terracotta warriors seem 
so real that it is hard to believe 
that the Chinese people already 
had such impressive skills thou-
sands of years ago, said May-
orga.

The terracotta army at the 

tomb of Emperor Qinshihuang 
serves as a bridge that brings the 
Chinese culture to the world. 
China is far away for people in 
Latin America. But the media 
workshop provides a platform 
for the journalists there to see 
the real China through first-
hand experience in cities like 
Beijing and Xi’an, said Valeria 
Alejandra, a Chilean subeditor 
with El Mostrador.

Alejandra pointed out that 
media is important for the ex-

changes between civilizations. 
She hopes people in Latin Amer-
ica will have a better knowledge 
of Chinese culture through their 
reports.

The Spanish journalist Clara 
Navío with La Razón felt the 
same way. She believes the ter-
racotta warriors are the mes-
sengers of Chinese culture.

Navío thinks it important for 
different cultures to communi-
cate with one another. If people 
from different countries and 

regions isolate themselves from 
the outside world, the world will 
be put in danger.

While visiting the tomb site, 
Marcelo Cantelmi, Editor- in-
Chief of the Foreign Desk with 
Clarin Newspaper, Argentina, 
learned about the history and 
conservation details about the 
terracotta warriors from the 
guide of the museum. He de-
scribed the underground army 
as “beyond the imagination”.

He hopes to have a deeper 

understanding of the Chinese 
culture and introduce China to 
Latin Americans in a compre-
hensive way.

“I see the long history of Chi-
na well kept in the terracotta 
army,” said Graciela Vallarino, 
General Manager of Multime-
dio La República, Uruguay, “We 
need to learn to respect the his-
tory like the Chinese people. 
Only by respecting the past can 
we usher in a brighter future.”

         People’s Daily

Foreign journalists meet Chinese culture in Xi’an, NW China

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

Visitors walk along the Hong Kong Observation Wheel in Central, Hong 
Kong.



DOHA

DESPITE triumphs on the track, 
Qatar has come under fire for its 
hosting of the World Athletics Cham-
pionships with questions raised over 
Doha’s ability to deliver the football 
World Cup successfully in three 
years’ time.

Perhaps the most stinging off-track 
criticism of the 10-day event which 
concluded yesterday was sparked by 
the spectacle of a near-empty stadi-
um during the opening days, raising 
fears for attendances in 2022.

“It’s a classic mega-event failing, 
believing that ‘if you build it, fans 
will come’,” said Simon Chadwick, 
professor of sports enterprise at Brit-
ain’s Salford University.

Crowds at the 1976 Montreal Olym-
pics and the 2004 Games in Athens 
also failed to meet organisers’ expec-
tations despite ambitious stadium 
construction, he noted.

International Association of Athlet-
ics Federations chief Sebastian Coe 
has come under fire for the dismal 
crowds that turned out in Doha to 
watch blue-riband events including 
the men’s and women’s 100 metres.

“The crowd is an easier subject 
to talk about rather than some of 
the more insightful stuff around the 
events,” said Coe, who attacked what 
he viewed as negative media cover-
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How Tanzania’s golden boy John won 
CECAFA U-20 competition’s MVP prize 

‘We are one,” insist the Springboks (AFP Photo)

Kelvin John

 BY CORRESPONDENT MICHAEL MWEBE

T
ANZANIA’s U-20 foot-
ball team, Ngorong-
oro Heroes, beat 
neighbours Kenya by 

a solitary goal in the 2019 CE-
CAFA U-20 Challenge Cup final 
match played at the FUFA Tech-
nical Centre in Njeru, Jinja on 
Saturday. 

The goal, which came via a de-
flected Israel Mwenda’s free kick 
from the edge of the box just be-
fore the break, handed Tanzania 
the title. 

In the awards ceremony, 
forward Kelvin John won the 
golden boot after emerging top 
scorer and was also named the 
tournament’s Most Valuable 
Player (MVP). In terms of raw at-
tacking threat and goal scoring 
prowess, he was without paral-
lel in this tournament. He was 
strong, fast, skilful and proved 
he could finish from anywhere 
with either foot.

The lanky striker scored seven 
goals and provided one assist 
in six games, including a hat-
trick against Zanzibar. Only fel-
low striker, Andrew Simchimba, 
came close with five goals. 

At a tender age of 16 years, 
many have already anointed 
John as Tanzania’s golden boy, 
successor to Mbwana Samatta. 

He was part of Serengeti Boys 
squad that featured at the 2019 
U-17 Africa Cup of Nations host-
ed in Dar in April. 

Though Tanzania exited in the 
group stage and John only man-
aged a single goal, his overall 
performance attracted the at-
tention of the then Taifa Stars’ 
head coach, Emmanuel Amu-
nike, who summoned him in the 

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce produced a stellar performance to win the women’s 100m world title but the stadium was almost empty (AFP Photo)

KOBE, JAPAN

SOUTH Africa coach Rassie Erasmus insist-
ed he would never tolerate racism within his 
squad after a clip on social media appeared 
to show black Springbok Makazole Mapimpi 
frozen out by white team-mates.

Erasmus said those who rushed to con-
demn his side on Twitter had misunderstood 
a “standing joke” within the squad that saw 
the starting XV and matchday replacements 
split into different groups.

The clip was posted after the Springboks’ 
49-3 World Cup thrashing of Italy in Shizuoka 
on Friday, with Mapimpi, who started against 
the Azzurri, walking away from a group of 
white replacement players.

But Mapimpi himself insisted he was do-
ing so because he was not a member of “the 
bomb squad”, the name given to South Af-
rica’s matchday replacements at this tourna-
ment, with the wing saying: “There is nothing 
wrong. We are one.”

Erasmus addressed the issue Sunday after 
naming his side to play Canada in South Af-
rica’s final Pool B match, saying he was both-
ered by some people’s “negative” interpreta-
tion of the clip.

“Everybody who has been part of a tour-
ing side or a Springbok side knows that in 
a squad of 31, there are guys who make the 
(matchday) 23 and the eight guys outside the 

23 are called the ‘dirt-trackers’,” Erasmus ex-
plained.

“Then you get the starting XV and then you 
get the reserves.

He said the reserves had been dubbed “the 
bomb squad” because they either have to fix 
things on the pitch or “it’s a false alarm and 
they are not even going onto the park.”

“It’s a kind of standing joke in the team,” 
said the coach.

Erasmus said it was “so sad” the clip had 
been misinterpreted and stressed: “I would 
not as a head coach allow anything like that 
in the team.”

Rugby union in South Africa has tradi-
tionally been a sport of the white Afrikaner 
community and making the game more rep-
resentative has been a thorny issue in the 
post-apartheid era.

The Springboks have seen legal action 
launched against lock Eben Etzebeth over al-
legations of racial abuse and assault, which 
he denies.

Erasmus said he had a “really united” and 
“close-knit” squad, with players of “different 
languages and cultures.”

“We are really representing a country that 
has a lot of problems but I think this team is 
representing this country with a lot of pride,” 
said Erasmus.

AFP 

South Africa’s Erasmus 
defuses ‘bomb squad’ row

Qatar faces rocky road to 2022 World Cup after athletics test

provisional squad for the 2019 
Africa Cup of Nations in Egypt. 

Though still playing for na-
tional junior teams, Taifa Stars 
interim coach, Etienne Nday-
iragije, included John in the  
coach’s first squad for 2020 
CHAN tournament qualifier 
against Kenya. With Taifa Stars 
searching for an elusive goal, 
he earned his senior cap when 
coming on as a second half 
substitute in a CHAN qualifier 

against Kenya. 
At only 16 years and two 

months, he became the young-
est player to ever feature for 
Taifa Stars.

Back to CECAFA U-20 Chal-
lenge Cup, he came for this tour-
nament straight from Belgium, 
where he had gone to formalize 
a pre-contract deal with KRC 
Genk, who are among a host of 
other European clubs interested 
in his services once he turns 18.

age.
Spectator numbers improved 

as the week wore on after at 
least one large state-funded or-
ganisation offered staff free tick-
ets for the Khalifa International 
Stadium.

“It totally felt different, there 
was a lot of energy,” said former 
1,500m world champion Jenny 
Simpson on Thursday after the 
American won her heat.

- ‘Reasons to be there’ -
Despite Western diplomats 

warning Qatar would be “judged 
harshly” for missteps during the 
athletics, Chadwick said Doha 
would be unfazed by criticism 
of meagre crowds.

The country instead sees the 
Championships and World Cup 
as a means of bolstering secu-
rity, he said.

“Even if nobody turned up to 
watch the athletics, it doesn’t 
matter. Qatar has mitigated the 
threats it faces by making itself 
visible, relevant and impor-

tant,” said Chadwick.
Qatar is embroiled in a bit-

ter two-year dispute with Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt and the 
United Arab Emirates which ac-
cuse Doha of backing Iran and 
radical Islamists.

They have cut direct trans-
port links, closed airspace to 
Qatari aircraft and restricted 
their citizens from visiting over 
the claims, which Doha denies.

By hosting such events, Qa-
tar “has a degree of protection 

against some of the threats,” 
Chadwick said, adding that the 
2015 World Handball Cham-
pionship and the 2016 cycling 
Road World Championships 
were also poorly attended.

FIFA would now seek clarity 
about Doha’s ticketing strategy 
following the sight of a near-
empty stadium on some days at 
the athletics, he added.

“People want to know -- is 
there going to be somewhere 
nice to stay, can they buy a 

beer?” Chadwick said.
“What kind of event eco-

system are they construct-
ing around that ticketing 
strategy? You’ve got to 
give people reasons to be 
there.”

Qatar World Cup organ-
isers declined to comment 
on the ticketing challenges 
at the athletiics but sought 
to head off fears around 
the World Cup, including 
alcohol prices in the con-
servative Gulf monarchy.

Officials also sought to 
reassure LGBT fans their 
safety would be assured 
as they showed off rapidly 
evolving World Cup infra-
structure to visiting media 
ahead of the athletics.

- ‘Qatar no more’? -
Another recurring issue 

was the heat in the road 
races, with some competi-
tors berating organisers 
for the sweltering tempera-
tures and humidity during 
the marathons and race 
walks that were held out-
side the air-conditioned 
stadium.

Canada’s Lyndsay Tes-
sier, who placed ninth after 
28 of her 68 rivals dropped 

out of the women’s mara-
thon, told AFP it was “re-
ally scary and intimidating 
and daunting” seeing com-
petitors collapse.

But World Cup organis-
ers insisted to visiting me-
dia that 2022 will not be 
dogged by high tempera-
tures as it will be staged 
in the winter months and 
played in air-conditioned 
stadiums.

Championships specta-
tors faced grim traffic jams 
across Doha with many 
key roads and junctions 
undergoing construction, 
although competitors and 
VIPs received police es-
corts.

Congestion surged when 
the Al-Sadd football team 
hosted Saudi outfit Al-Hilal 
at home on Tuesday, just 
minutes away from the 
Khalifa Stadium. It also 
highlighted that soccer is 
more popular than athlet-
ics among Qataris, despite 
the fact that thousands of 
locals packed the stadium 
to see home hero Mutaz 
Essa Barshim retain his 
high jump title on Friday.

AFP

He scored against every oppo-
nent in the tournament except 
the two games against Kenya. He 
opened his goal scoring account 
in Ngorongoro Heroes’s comfort-
able 4-0 win against Ethiopia in 
the first group stage match. 

He gave Tanzania the lead on 
the 17th minute when he cut in 
from the left flank to send a low 
drive into the Ethiopia net. 

John did not find the back of 
the net against Kenya but came 
alive in the third and final group 
stage match against Zanzibar. 

He took matter into his own 
hands as Ngorongoro Heroes 
swept aside Zanzibar. He scored 
a hat-trick and also set up mid-
fielder Novatus Dismas in a com-
fortable 5-0 rout.

Tanzania took the lead through 
defender Lusajo Mwaikenda, 
John then rose to the occasion 
with a lovely drive before setting 
up Miroshi for the third goal. In 
the dying minutes, he made his 
now trademark solo run to fire 
home and when second half sub-
stitute Said Luyaya was brought 
down in the box, John converted 
the penalty to complete his hat 
trick. 

Then Tanzania travelled over 
400 kilometers to Northern 
Uganda to face hosts Uganda in 
the quarter finals. John scored 
two quick late goals, giving Tan-
zania a comfortable lead and a 
place in the semi-finals. 

His seventh goal of the tourna-
ment came when he found the 
back of the net in the semi-final 
match against a physical and 
well drilled Sudan side as Tan-
zania became the first country 
to confirm their final slot in the 
CECAFA U-20 Challenge Cup.

Lelisa Desisa, of Ethiopia, wins the men’s marathon at the World Athletics Championships in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2019. (AP Photo/Nariman El-Mofty) 
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Platini free to return to football 
but Qatar investigation goes on
 LAUSANNE

FORMER UEFA president Michel 
Platini is finally free to return to 
football next week when his four-
year ban for ethics violations ends, 
although he remains linked to a cor-
ruption investigation in his home 
country relating to the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar.

The former France captain and 
national coach went on to become 
one of the game’s most prominent 
administrators when he was elected 
president of European football’s 
governing body in 2007.

A triple Ballon d’Or winner, Platini 
was expected to succeed Sepp Blat-
ter as FIFA president in 2016 but 
fell spectacularly from grace a few 
months earlier.

He was banned from football for 
receiving a two-million Swiss franc 
(1.8 million euros, $2 million) pay-
ment from the head of the world 
game, with Blatter banned for eight 
years, later reduced to six, for his 
part.

The payment, made in 2011 when 
Blatter was seeking re-election as 
president, was related to work car-
ried out by Platini between 1999 and 
2002.

The pair were found guilty of 
“abusive execution” of their powers 
and a conflict of interests.

Platini, now 64, has been battling 
to clear his name ever since, al-
though his ban was reduced to four 

years from an initial six, leaving him 
free to work in football again when 
the suspension expires on Monday.

With the former Saint-Etienne 
and Juventus midfielder sidelined, 
he watched on as Gianni Infantino, 
once his right-hand man at UEFA, 
became FIFA president in February 
2016. The Swiss-Italian was re-elect-
ed in June this year.

- ‘I will be back’ -
Approached by AFP on Friday, 

Infantino declined to comment on 
Platini, who made his determina-
tion, and bitterness towards FIFA, 
clear in an interview with Swiss tele-
vision channel RTS last month.

“I will be back. I don’t know where, 
I don’t know how. I can’t go out of 
the game on the back of a ban, even 
if it’s a ban made by idiots,” he said.

Speaking to French daily Le 
Monde about what the future holds, 
he added: “I have had lots of offers 
and requests to become a pundit, to 
do the Euros, the World Cup.”

In an interview with French sports 
daily L’Equipe, he played down talk 
of a return to the top levels of foot-
ball administration, although he has 
been linked with the role of presi-
dent of the French Football Federa-
tion when that position opens up in 
2021.

“My wife taught me never to go 
back, to not experience the same 
love affair twice. So yes, that clos-
es doors for me, notably those at 
UEFA,” he said. AFP

LONDON

JAMES Milner scored a stoppage-
time winner as Liverpool moved 
eight points clear at the top of the 
Premier League with a thrilling 2-1 
victory over Leicester, while Mauri-
cio Pochettino’s problems mounted 
after Tottenham’s heavy loss at Brigh-
ton on Saturday.

Liverpool won for the 17th consec-
utive league game thanks to Milner’s 
dramatic contribution to a thrilling 
clash at Anfield.

Jurgen Klopp’s side ruined Leices-
ter manager Brendan Rodgers’ first 
return to Liverpool since being re-
placed by the German in 2015.

By extending their remarkable 
winning streak, Liverpool have piled 
pressure on second-placed Manches-
ter City ahead of their home game 
against Wolves on Sunday.

“It was a super game. We upped the 
tempo. The football we played was so 
important,” Klopp said.

“Without luck we cannot win the 
amount of games we have won, but 
over the 90 minutes we deserved it. 
James Milner held his nerve and that 
was superb.”

Liverpool took the lead in the 40th 
minute when Milner’s long ball was 
misjudged by Leicester defender 
Jonny Evans and Sadio Mane clini-
cally slotted in his eighth goal of the 
season.

Mane has scored exactly 50 goals in 
100 Premier League games for Liver-
pool, making the Senegal winger the 
10th player to reach that milestone 
for the Reds.

James Maddison snatched third-
placed Leicester’s equaliser in the 
80th minute when he collected Ayoze 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 MANCHESTER, UNITED KINGDOM

MANCHESTER City manager Pep 
Guardiola believes the pressure on 
the Premier League champions to 
win trophies makes it hard for him 
to blood products from the club’s 
youth academy.

Phil Foden scored despite being 
given just four minutes off the 
bench in Tuesday’s 2-0 Champions 
League clash with Dinamo Zagreb.

The 19-year-old Mancunian has 
been around the first team squad 
for nearly two years, but has started 
just three league games in his 
career.

And Guardiola confessed that the 
desperate pressure to be successful 
has hampered his desire to field 
some of the promising young 
talent being produced by his club’s 
academy.

“This team needs to win titles and 
prizes and the process for the young 
players needs time and the best way 
is step-by-step, for the players that 
we have,” said Guardiola.

“The demand from the club, not 
winning the Champions League 
but being there every time, in all 
competitions and that needs the 
players we have.

“What can I say? The talent is 

there and when they are talented, 
they will play, but at the same time, 
we have to compete every single 
day to fight with the best teams in 
England and Europe.

“For that we need David Silvas 
and Kevin De Bruynes and Sergio 
Agueros and Fernandinhos and all 
these type of players.

“The young players can be help 
for the other ones but if the basis is 
young, it is not possible.”

Foden’s lack of first-team action 
means he is yet to break into England 
manager Gareth Southgate’s plans 
for selection at senior international 
level.

There have been calls for Foden 
to follow the example of Jadon 
Sancho -- whose career has taken 
off spectacularly since leaving City’s 
academy to join Borussia Dortmund 
in 2017.

Chelsea trio Tammy Abraham, 
Mason Mount and Fikayo 
Tomori were also included in 
Southgate’s latest England squad 
on Thursday after loan spells in the 
Championship last season.

But Guardiola remains adamant 
that City remains the best place for 
Foden right now.

AFP

Pressure to succeed too great for 
Guardiola to blood youngsters

Perez’s pass and drove his shot under 
Adrian’s weak attempted save.

But five minutes into stoppage 
time, Marc Albrighton took the 
ball away from his own goalkeeper 
Kasper Schmeichel and then clipped 
Mane, with Milner converting the 
penalty after a VAR review.

- Spurs’ woes deepen -
At the Amex Stadium, Tottenham’s 

crisis deepened as they turned in a 
desperate performance to lose 3-0, 
while Hugo Lloris suffered a serious 
arm injury after another howler.

Tottenham keeper Lloris dropped 
the ball on the goal line and hurt 
himself in the process in only the 
third minute, allowing Neal Maupay 
to open the scoring.

It only got worse after that as Aaron 
Connolly’s double gave the impres-
sive Seagulls a deserved three points.

It ranked as one of the worst per-
formances of Pochettino’s reign 
and, following on from Tuesday’s 7-2 
Champions League humiliation to 
Bayern Munich, the dark clouds are 
mounting over the club.

Pochettino was forced to empha-
sise his commitment to Tottenham 
this week amid speculation he has 
grown distant from a squad distract-
ed by several players who have been 
linked with moves.

“We have to keep going. I have to 
say thank you for the fans. I feel sorry 
for them,” Pochettino said.

“Now you cannot find any words 
to console them and our players be-
cause I think we are living a tough 
moment.”

Last season’s Champions League 
finalists have won just three of their 
opening 11 games of the campaign 

and are without an away league win 
in 10 games dating back to January.

- Everton woe -
Everton manager Marco Silva is 

also under increasing pressure fol-
lowing a 1-0 defeat at Burnley that 
left his team fourth from bottom.

Jeff Hendrick got Burnley’s 72nd-
minute winner after Everton had 
right-back Seamus Coleman sent off 
early in the second half for a crude 
lunge on Dwight McNeil.

Aston Villa’s 5-1 demolition of Nor-
wich was given a royal seal of ap-
proval with Villa fan Prince William 
in attendance with wife Kate and his 
young family at Carrow Road.

Dean Smith’s side took a 14th-
minute lead through Wesley and the 
Brazilian forward struck again for his 
fourth goal of the season in the 30th 
minute.

Wesley wasted a chance to com-
plete his hat-trick when his penalty 
was saved by Michael McGovern.

Jack Grealish, Conor Hourihane 
and Douglas Luiz completed Villa’s 
biggest away Premier League win for 
11 years.

“I will put a call in to see if we can 
get them on the coach next game,” 
Smith joked of the royal visitors.

Crystal Palace climbed to fourth 
place with a VAR-assisted 2-1 victory 
at West Ham.

Sebastien Haller opened the scor-
ing, but Palace’s Patrick van Aanholt 
equalised with a penalty before Jor-
dan Ayew’s close-range winner in the 
87th minute survived a lengthy VAR 
review for offside.

Watford remain bottom after a 
goalless draw with Sheffield United.

AFP

Milner sends Liverpool eight points clear, Spurs rocked at Brighton

 LONDON

LIVERPOOL manager Jurgen 
Klopp has urged Leicester City 
midfielder Hamza Choudhury to 
“calm down” after his “dangerous as 
hell” challenge on Mohamed Salah.

The Egypt forward will have 
scans on Sunday after limping off 
with an ankle injury on 89 minutes 
in the 2-1 victory at Anfield on 
Saturday following a late and wild 
tackle from behind by the Leicester 
man.

Klopp was furious with the 
reckless contact, which he believed 
should have resulted in a sending 
off instead of just a yellow card.

“It’s just a challenge which I really 
don’t understand,” Klopp said.

“How he can do it, because the 
ball is far away. The player is full 
sprint to bring him down without 
the ball around, for me there is only 
one colour card.

“I see in your eyes that I am 
probably the only one who sees it 
like this.

“It is dangerous as hell. I don’t 
want to cause the boy any problems, 
but he has to calm down. He has to 
calm down.”

Leicester manager Brendan 
Rodgers disagreed with Klopp’s 
analysis of the situation.

“I don’t think it was an overly bad 
challenge,” Rodgers said.

“Salah is coming inside and the 
speed he travels and Hamza is 
coming back, there is a clash.

“I’m not sure if it is a dead leg 
or whatever? I have tried to look 
at it but the camera is quite a way 
away. The emotion of the game, it 
might seem worse than it was. He 
is an honest boy, Hamza. He makes 
challenges, he’s aggressive, but 
I don’t think there was anything 
malicious.”

Choudhury has a reputation of 
being too rash in duels and was sent 
off during England Under-21 duty 
for an awful challenge on France’s 
Jonathan Bamba in June.

Two months later, Newcastle 
United manager Steve Bruce was 
seething with the 22-year-old, who 
injured Matt Ritchie with an “over-
the-top, awful, horror challenge” in 
the Carabao Cup defeat to Leicester 
at St. James’ Park.

“This is not the first situation 
like this,” Klopp said. “He is a super 
player, but these kind of challenges 
-- no.

“From a football point of view, 
if you are quick, you need to 
make sure that somebody can’t do 
everything to bring you down. I 
don’t need to be a football manager 
to know this can cause serious 
injury. I only need two eyes!”

(Agencies)

Klopp slams ‘dangerous as hell’ tackle on Salah

Liverpool’s James Milner celebrates scoring their second goal with Andrew Robertson 
and team mates during their Premier League match against Leicester City at Anfield in 
Liverpool, Britain on Saturday. (Agencies)

 BY SID LOWE, ESPN SPAIN WRITER 

WHEN the first half ended in Real 
Madrid’s Champions League meeting 
with Club Brugge on Tuesday night, 
Thibaut Courtois made his way off 
the pitch, the whistling loud in his 
ears, and everyone else’s, too. Real 
were losing 2-0, and the goalkeeper 
who had conceded twice headed 
down the tunnel, into the dressing 
room and straight to the toilet, 
where he was sick.

Dizzy, disoriented and unable 
to carry on, he was replaced by 
Alphonse Areola as Real battled back 
to draw 2-2. Courtois’ dad drove him 
home, and the next day, the keeper 
didn’t join in training. “He had ... 
things,” coach Zinedine Zidane said 
after the game, unable to offer a 
much better explanation.

Sources close to the player have 
told ESPN FC that Courtois had 
felt unwell with gastroenteritis 
since lunchtime, while Real Madrid 
released a statement Friday denying 
reports the player suffered an 
anxiety attack.

Yet as far as anyone knew, there 
had been nothing wrong with 
Courtois before the game; as far as 
the fans knew, there was nothing 
wrong with him when the team 
came back out with Areola in goal 
instead. Which made what they did 
more than a little pointed. For a 
moment, the substitution seemed 
like a declaration of discontent 
from Zidane, maybe even a lasting 
declaration of intent, and it was one 
that many of them welcomed with 
applause.

If Zidane’s decision wasn’t a blunt 
statement, the supporters’ response 
certainly was. They had whistled 
Courtois before, and at the Bernabeu 
there is no hiding place, still less when 
you’re playing in goal -- exposed, 
all too aware of what is happening. 
As the final minutes of the first half 
ticked away, whenever the ball came 
to him, it was accompanied by long, 
loud whistles from a lot of people. “In 
the first half we can blame Courtois,” 
Zidane said afterward. “But it is all of 
us, me above all.”

Courtois, 27, probably shouldn’t 
have been blamed at all, but he was. 
Flailing on the floor, he had looked 
a bit silly on the first goal, as a daft 
rebound off both of Emmanuel 
Dennis’ legs wrongfooted him and 
dribbled past his hand into the 
net sufficiently slowly that some 
wondered if he could have even got 
up again to save it. For the second, 
Dennis had stumbled, almost falling, 
but had managed to lift it over the 
goalkeeper and into the net anyway. 

Why Courtois is struggling to win over Real Madrid fans 

Thibaut Courtois

season, but eventually he embraced 
the inevitable and made a move to 
PSG -- with Areola going the other way 
on loan as backup. By then, Courtois 
had commented that it was clear 
who the No. 1 was and, while true, 
that didn’t sit well. It also increased 
the pressure to prove that he was a 
worthy winner. Some supporters 
doubted that and were reluctant to 
entertain the idea.

Many felt Navas, a three-time 
European champion, didn’t deserve 
to be asked to depart. And to be 
asked to depart again -- he had been 
literally waiting at the airport only 
for the deal to sign David De Gea 
from Manchester United in 2015 to 
collapse at the last minute.

Then the club had tried to sign 
Kepa to replace him, before Zidane 
blocked the move. When they 
eventually signed Courtois, Navas 
held on for a year, too. The fans 
admired the way he refused to take 
a hint, how he fought for his place, 
and how he saved them on multiple 
occasions with his performances. 
When he left this summer, there was 
no outright rejection of Courtois, but 
nor was there much warmth. The 
Belgian was good, but good is not 
always good enough, and the whole 
thing didn’t feel quite right somehow.

That feeling continued on Tuesday 
night when Areola came on and 
immediately saved the team as 
Dennis ran clean through again. One 
of those polls beloved of the sports 
papers -- flawed, volatile, easily 
manipulated, it must be admitted 
-- showed that of over 100,000 AS 
readers, more than 80% thought that 
Areola should have started the game. 
Already.

On Thursday, the same paper’s 
front page ran the headline: “This 
is not Courtois.” His figures, they 
underlined, are far worse than they 
have ever been anywhere else. He’s 
conceding 1.35 goals per game, but 

with Atletico, Chelsea and Belgium it 
didn’t get over 1.0.

Those stats say as much, or more, 
about his defence, about the entire 
team, as they do about him. But it 
was a figure to damn him with. And 
it just wasn’t very good. Not bad, 
exactly, just not that good. It showed 
that Courtois is not a miracle-worker, 
not a saviour, not a hero; just a 
goalkeeper, who picks the ball out of 
his net too often. He was supposed to 
be better than this. At Real Madrid, 
everyone is supposed to be better 
than this.

It is not like he has made many 
mistakes -- in fact it is a struggle to 
think of any at all -- but the problem 
for many is that they struggle to think 
of any saves. The saves he did make 
-- it was overlooked against Brugge 
that he made an important stop in 
the first half, or his sharp dive which 
prevented Koke scoring in the derby, 
or how he stopped Levante getting 
a last-minute draw at the Bernabeu 
-- passed by almost as if they weren’t 
there.

He was, as one radio presenter 
put it, “invisible.” He just didn’t save 
anything. Where were the miracles? 
When was he going to rescue them? 
He was a bit ... well ... normal. At a 
club where that’s not enough: Madrid 
are supposed to have the best in 
the world, and he wasn’t. All those 
doubts reached him; how could he 
not have doubts of his own?

Courtois suffered when held 
up against his competitors, too. 
When was he going to do what Jan 
Oblak did for Atletico Madrid, or 
what Marc-Andre ter Stegen did 
for Barcelona? At the weekend, Ter 
Stegen had even provided an assist; 
Oblak had stopped Madrid. A superb 
save, the touchline reporter said to 
him. “Basic,” the Slovenian replied. 
But if that’s so basic, why don’t we 
see it from our goalkeeper, Madrid 
fans wondered ...

Maybe Courtois had started to go 
down too soon, and maybe he did 
look a little daft again. Zidane’s 
assessment? “Both goals were a bit of 
a joke.”

Neither goal was truly Courtois’ 
fault; Sergio Ramos and Luka Modric 
were more culpable. However, he was 
the one in the photo: the beaten man, 
the breached last line of defence 
unable to defend the team. Which 
left him in the line of fire. He felt it. 
How could he not? The Bernabeu 
can be relentless and unforgiving, 
judgmental and cruel, even to the 
best of players.

Having rotated both Courtois and 
Keylor Navas in the final, empty 
months of last season, Zidane had 
been clear: “One thing is for sure: 
Next season there will be no debate 
in goal, I’m clear about that.” But 
the debate about the Belgium 
international is now more alive than 
ever.

Navas had insisted that he wanted 
to stay and fight for his place this 



 

on the 10th minute later after 
Coastal Union midfielder Ayoub 
Semtawa had whipped in a good 
center, which was met by striker 
Ayoub Lyanga.

The forward frustratingly 
took time to put the ball under 
his feet, giving Yanga defenders 
opportunity to foil the move.

Coastal central defender Stan-
ley Kennedy made timely clear-

ance inside his team’s box on the 
38th minute to thwart an effort 
by Yanga right fullback Juma 
Abdul that had chipped the ball 
over keeper Soud Dondola.

The visitors had several min-
utes back wasted a glorious 
chance after Lyanga had drib-
bled past one of Yanga defend-
ers, sped into the area only to 
end up managing a weak low 

effort, which was easily foiled by 
keeper Farouq Shikalo.

Yanga once again came close 
to notching an opener on the 
43rd minute when forward Da-
vid Molinga released midfielder 
Feisal Salum several meters 
from Coastal Union’s area, the 
midfielder’s low shot went inch-
es outside Coastal’s post.

Molinga had earlier in the pe-

Martinelli stars for 
Arsenal in Europa 
League as Man U toil
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Yanga pick first win in VPL

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

By Guardian Reporter

Y
ANGA have 
notched their 
first victory in 
this season’s 

Vodacom Premier League, 
edging Coastal Union 1-0 
at the Uhuru Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Coastal Union defense 
had to stand firm during 
the first two minutes of 
the action, as Yanga made 
forays into the opponents’ 
box twice.

Yanga survived a scare 

Yanga

riod came to within inches of notch-
ing a goal for his outfit, heading a 
pinpoint center by Abdul over the 
visitors’ crossbar.

The opening half ultimately end-
ed with the two teams failing to find 
each other’s back of the net.

Midfielder Abdul-Aziz Makame 
put Yanga 1-0 up on the 51st minute, 
heading in a well taken corner kick 
by forward Mrisho Ngassa.

Ngassa wasted a glorious oppor-
tunity on the 68th minute after he 
had latched onto the ball almost 20 
meters out, ending up blasting a low 
effort, which was saved by keeper 
Dondola.

Coastal Union had an opportunity 
to level matters a minute from the 
final whistle the squad’s forward 
latched onto the ball on the edge 
of Yanga’s area, he disappointingly 
managed a shot which was saved by 
Shikalo.

Coastal Union wasted a crucial 
opportunity for levelling matters 
off an indirect free kick they won 
within Yanga’s area during the add-
ed on time after Shikalo had unnec-
essarily wasted time.

Lyanga ended cracking a shot 
which was saved by Shikalo.

Yanga had a wobbly start to their 
campaign in the domestic top flight, 
posting a point in two matches.

They suffered 1-0 defeat to Ruvu 
Shooting in the first match and 
went on to manage 3-3 draw with 
Police Tanzania.

Musoma-based traditional music group takes part in a competition held in the district recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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VISAKHAPATNAM

INDIA shot through South Africa on the final day, 
taking seven wickets in the first session before going 
on to win by 203 runs, their third consecutive Test 
win by a margin of greater than 200 runs. Moham-
med Shami was central to the collapse, accounting for 
Temba Bavuma, Faf du Plessis and Quinton de Kock - 
Nos. 4, 5 and 6 - to open up the lower order, who were 
softened by Ravindra Jadeja before Shami returned to 
take the last two wickets.

A 91-run stand between Senuran Muthusamy and 
Dane Piedt kept India out longer than they would 
have expected when they reduced South Africa to 70 
for 8, but the pair’s efforts were not enough to undo 
the damage caused by the top-order collapse.

South Africa began the day with a potential 98 overs 
to play out, through which they’d have to score at 
nearly four an over if they harboured thoughts of a 
win. In the spirit of positivity that helped them put up 
431 in the first innings, they got seven off the first over 
the day, with Theunis de Bruyn picking up a boundary 
against Shami. In the next over, that approach - and a 
similar waft outside off to his first-innings dismissal - 
turned a relatively innocuous R Ashwin delivery into 
a wicket-taking one. It stayed low and this time the in-
side edge went onto the stumps. It was Ashwin’s 350th 
Test wicket, and came shortly after Aiden Markram 
had been put down by the wicketkeeper.

The third wicket also came from a ball that stayed 
low, off the very next over, Shami sneaking a length 
ball under Bavuma’s defences and having him tum-
bling on the floor. Markram delighted with stylish 
boundaries through the off side and straight down the 
ground, and captain du Plessis looked comfortable 
once again. That was until he shouldered arms to an 
incoming delivery from Shami. To be fair to du Plessis, 
the ball had started well outside off stump. But Shami 
got the ball to dip back a long way and, with marginal 
help from a crack in the pitch, hit the top off of an ex-
posed off stump.

India barely had to break a sweat or rely on cunning 
strategy for the next few wickets. Shami got another 
one to come back in, this time to Quinton de Kock, 
who was rooted to the crease as he looked to push 
through the off side on angle.

With only the allrounders and lower order to come, 
at 60 for 5, Markram let loose, using his feet nicely and 
looking deliberately more compact in defence, hav-
ing been bowled through the gate in the first innings. 
His preferred route was to loft the spinners, and that 
brought him two boundaries and a six over long-on. 
He was left open-mouthed soon enough, however, try-
ing to drive Jadeja over his head only for the bowler to 
stick his left-hand up and time his jump to perfection 
to hold on to it. By the end of that over, Jadeja spun the 
ball past two batsmen’s leading edge, trapped them 
lbw in front of middle, nearly taken a hat-trick and left 
the visitors on 70 for 8.

AGENCIES

Jadeja, Shami 
wrap up huge 
win for India

 By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

MUSOMA Rural Constituency’s choir 
and traditional music troupe are set to 
take part in a festival that gears towards 
commemorating Tanzania’s first 
President and Father of the Nation, the 
late Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere.

The commemoration, which will be 
held in Mwitongo, Butiama in Mara, will 
take place alongside a variety of sports 
and entertainment events including 
singing, bao, as well as cycling race.

Musoma’s Kiriba Choir and Lirandi 
traditional music troupe will represent 
Musoma Rural Constituency in the 
festival, which will climax on October 14.

Fedison Masawa, an assistant to 
Musoma Rural Constituency Member of 
Parliament, Sospeter Muhongo, noted 
the two groups won a recent competition 
aimed at celebrating the Nane Nane Day.

“Muhongo organized the competition, 
the groups will for that matter represent 
our constituency in the festival,” he 
disclosed.

He pointed out Muhongo has also 
planned to decorate the late Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere’s grave site every year.

“I’m still in Butiama, I have brought 
paints, which were bought by Muhongo, 
for the task. The task is in progress as 
we are nearing the commemoration,” he 
noted.

Musoma choir, 
traditional 
music 
troupes to 
commemorate 
late Mwalimu 
Nyerere

Gunathilaka, Pradeep help second-string SL rout No. 1 ranked Pakistan
 LAHORE

SRI Lanka rode to 165 for 5 
on Danushka Gunathilaka’s 
rapid fifty, before the 
bowlers shut Pakistan down 
in unexpectedly ruthless 
fashion, taking three early 
wickets, before wiping out the 
remainder of the batting order 
through the middle overs.

Against the No. 1-ranked 
T20 side in the world, Sri 
Lanka’s 64-run victory was a 

substantial upset. The attack 
did not have the skill nor 
leadership of Lasith Malinga, 
and yet produced a supreme 
team performance, Nuwan 
Pradeep and Isuru Udana 
taking three wickets apiece, 
Wanindu Hasaranga claiming 
two, and Kasun Rajitha one. 
Even Lakshan Sandakan, who 
went wicketless, played an 
important role in Sri Lanka’s 
defence, conceding no more 
than 24 from his four overs.

Pakistan’s only major joy 
was fast bowler Mohammad 
Hasnain’s hat-trick, completed 
across two overs. He got 
Bhanuka Rajapaksa lbw at the 
end of the 16th over, before 
getting Dasun Shanaka and 
Shehan Jayasuriya to hole out 
at the start of the 18th. Hasnain 
is the ninth bowler to take a 
hat-trick in T20 internationals, 
and at 19, is the youngest to do 
it.

Beyond a 46-run fourth-

wicket partnership between 
Sarfraz Ahmed and Iftikhar 
Ahmed, which ended in an 
awful run-out, Pakistan’s 
innings struggled for 
substance. No batsman crossed 
30, the first three wickets fell 
for 22 runs, and the last seven 
for 33. They were all out in the 
18th over - Udana the second 
Sri Lanka bowler to take two 
wickets in two balls, after 
Pradeep had done it earlier in 
the innings.


