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A $2million worth project launched
inDodoma to assist poultry farmers
Coast top in investing siccess,

smalltraders' empowerment

Hundreds of investor
fraud cases reported
on State House portal

The role of clean cooking investments in Africa’s growth story

Interfaith committee points
at ‘gaps’ in new electoral law

By Henry Mwangonde

on Economic Justice and Integrity

of Creation (ISCEJIC) has proposed
further amendments to the new election
laws, including protecting aspirants from
disqualification because of administrative
errors, along with enabling party agents ac-
cess to polling centres.

Advocate Uzima Justine, a constitutional
lawyer with the committee, and the cleri-
cal team issued the proposals when briefing
journalists on the recent reforms on elector-
al laws, noting that they still have shortfalls
raising concerns among stakeholders.

“There should be no reason to bar party
agents from accessing polling centres to
prevent unnecessary concerns and griev-
ances before, during and after the voting,”
he said, elaborating that in Kenya and South
Africa the electoral body is mandated by law
to help aspirants in filling forms, to avoid ad-
ministrative errors such as mistakes in birth
dates recorded.

In Kenya an aspirant can fill forms online,
where the electoral body provides feedback
on possible mistakes in filling the forms,
while those who fill manually are helped by
commission officers to avoid mistakes, he
asserted.

“We want to see the electoral body put in
place a feedback system to help clear small

THE Interfaith Standing Committee

Bishop

(55) dies
in rare
‘suicide’
incident

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

BISHOP Joseph Bundala of the Tanzania
Methodist Church (55) died, amid reports
linking the event to indebtedness.

The bishop was found dead in the church’s
office at Meriwa Street in Dodoma city where
he hanged himself with a rope

Bundala, also erstwhile vice chairman of
the African synod of the church, is said to
have left a long statement claiming that he
ended up with that decision as he was upset
owing to difficulty in repaying the debts as
well as a stressing dispute on the ownership
of a private school.

ACP Archelaus Mutalemwa, the regional
police commander, said investigation has
commenced to further dig out the inner
cause of the suicide incident, underlining
that despite that the bishop left the message,
the police force will dig out more of the sur-
rounding issues.

The bishop was found dead on Thursday
at around seven in the evening, he said, not-
ing that he was a resident of humwa suburb
in the city. The message did not show the
amount of debt he faced, he further stated.

Opposition Chadema national Vice Chairman (Mainland) Tundu Lissu shows journalists and members of the party bullet holes in his
car shortly after it was handed back to him at Dodoma city’s Central Police Station yesterday. The former Singida East legislator sur-
vived a September 7, 2017 gun attack by assailants yet to be identified near his residence in the national capital. He was on his way
back from a parliamentary session.

Grevas Lungunyale, the chairman of Su-
lungai Street, said that he received a phone
from a pastor of the church informing him

administrative errors before the nomina-
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‘Eliminate taxes
on sanitary pads’

By Getrude Mbago

GIRLS’ rights stakeholders
have appealed for the govern-
ment to exempt tax on sani-
tary pads as well as set aside
64bn/- annually to purchase
the feminine products and
supply them free of charge to
girls in public schools.

Jackson  Mawole,  pro-
gramme officer at the Pasto-
ral Women’s Council (PWC),
said at a training session for
journalists in Dar es Salaam
on Thursday that the govern-
ment’s failure to regulate the

products’ prices was becom-
ing a punishment for poor
young girls who struggle every
month to access the products.
He urged the government to
take action to scrap value add-
ed tax (VAT) on sanitary pads
to enable girls to access them
and smoothen their studies,
in the training session aimed
at equipping journalists with
a comprehensive understand-
ing of interconnected issues
of period stigma, ‘period’ pov-
erty and their impact on girls’
education and development.
Taxing sanitary pads raised

prices, thus becoming a major
setback for girls and impairing
expectations of equal partici-
pation in education, he stated,
echoed by activist Furahini
Michael, who appealed to the
government to seriously take
up the matter, as the goal is
to see Tanzanian girls achieve
their education dreams and
contribute to the country’s de-
velopment.

Several studies have shown
that agood number of school

TURN TO Page2

of the incident.

In a message found in the office, the bish-
op said that there are some monies which he
owes and other sums he claims from other
people, he said of the scene the police wit-
nessed when taking out the body.

He qualified the matter as a big and pain-
ful incident since as a bishop many people
trust him and know him “but it seems he had
no one to tell on what had happened to him
so that he could get advice that could have
helped him.”

Kedmondi Ngalya, a neighbour of the late
bishop, said the bishop hanged himself in his
office leaving behind a document that was
taken by the police.

Omar Hussein, also a neighbour, said he
met the spiritual leader three days ago and
exchanged greetings, asserting that the now
deceased bishop did not show any disturb-
ing signs of stress that could conceivably cul-
minate in taking his own life.

“I was very surprised by news that he com-
mitted suicide because he used to condemn
suicidal acts saying it is a sin. And now, he has
hanged himself,” he said in consternation.

Steve Magawa, another neighbour, said the
incident has brought sadness because the re-

ligious leader was an avid teacher of what is

energy as Paris summit ends

to provide close to $3.4m.for the
purpose during the clean cook-

By Carlos Banda

said at a briefing yesterday on
the Paris summit at midweek

TANZANIASS clean cooking en-
ergy strategy is pegged at a total
of $1.8bn for implementation for
ten years up to 2034,while Brit-
ain has expressed commitment

ing energy summit held in the
French capital of Paris.
Dr Selemani Jafo, the Union

br Sel ur
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Small traders at high risk as they conduct their activities just next to a high-
voltage transformer at the Tandamti Street/Nyamwezi Street intersection in
Dar es Salaam’s sprawling Kariakoo market zone yesterday. Despite the ob-
vious danger, the scenario is far from rare in some urban areas in Tanzania.

UK sinks in $3.4m for clean ||||
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girls from poor families in
both rural and urban areas
face great challenges to ac-
cess the sanitary towels thus
hampering their education-
al pursuits.
Rose Reuben, the Tanzania
Media Women Association
(TAMWA) executive
director, said that
taxing women and girls
on pads is to deprive
them of the right to
an enjoyable life and
access to education,
without fault on their
part.
Tax removal will boost
school performance and
reduce girls’ dropout
rates in primary and
secondary schools, thus
decreasing inequalities
between boys and girls,
when girls fully engage
in schooling, she stated.
Media practitioners
need to support
the campaign by
investing in educative
programmes and
articles to push for
policy and regulatory
changes, she further
suggested, while
‘Msichana Initiative’
executive director
Rebeca Gyumi said
that taxing women
and girls on pads is
depraving the rights to
enjoyment and access
to education.
Menstruation is not a
choice but a process that
every woman and girl faces,
she said, noting that sanitary
products need to be distrib-
uted freely to women and

girls
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South Sudan
oovt, rebel

groups sign
‘commitment’
for peace

JUBA

THE government of South Sudan
and rebel opposition groups on
Thursday signed a “commitment
declaration” for peace during high-
level mediation talks in Kenya.

The agreement is a key step in
efforts to end the conflict in South
Sudan that has long crippled its
economy.

The content of the agreement
was not made public during the
signing ceremony, attended by dip-
lomats and civil society groups.

The rebel opposition groups were
not part of the 2018 agreement that
ended South Sudan’s five-year civil
war that left 400,000 people dead
and millions displaced.

Kenya’s foreign office said the
agreement was a “first milestone” in
the ongoing talks in which warring
sides pledged their commitment to
end the violence and hostilities.

At the start of the high-level me-
diation talks launched a week ago,
South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir
thanked his Kenyan counterpart,
William Ruto, for hosting the nego-
tiations.

The talks were dubbed Tumaini,
Kiswahili for hope and were led by
former Kenyan army commander
Lazarus Sumbeiywo.

South Sudan is due to hold elec-
tions in December but remains
politically fragile, in part because
the 2018 peace agreement is yet to
be fully implemented and because
conflict and violence continue in
different parts of the country over
ethnic and political differences.

taxes
pads’

in hospitals, clinics or

schools for ease of access for
those in need.

“This will control the level
of dropouts of girls from
schools,” she said, insisting

zero tax on pads is a
for women and girls.

The taxation on pads is per-
ceived as payment to the
government for being a girl

woman, the activist in-

toned.

elaborated that

pads can be distributed
for free in low-income
area schools and to
vulnerable sections of
the populations under

icit supervision, or
ilers cover the tax
part of marketing

activities. "It's the duty
of the government to
ensure there is tax

ce that does not

cause a financial burden on

women and girls,” she

emphasised.
‘Msichana Initiative’
has conducted a study
on the impact of
taxing pads and how
it affects accessibility
of this product by
marginalized girls in
primary schools and in the
community, targeting in and
out of school girls.

“The findings from the
study conducted as well
as analysis of the informa-

obtained from various

sources and interviews, desk
review reveals that sanitary
products are not affordable
to most girls both in school

out of school in rural

areas as well as in urban ar-

the director intoned.

State House Presidential Communications Director Zuhura Yunus briefs the media in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the global Clean Energy Summit held in Paris earlier
this week. It was organised by the International Energy Agency, which is based in the French capital. President Samia Suluhu Hassan co-chaired the event following
a request by the agency’s executive director, Dr Fatih Birol. She is with Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment) Selemani Jafo (C) and
Energy deputy minister Judith Kapinga.

UK sinks in $34m for clean energy as Paris summit ends
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The clean cooking summit
brought forth the key out-
comes that various countries,
development stakeholders and
the private sector vowed to
collect $2.2bn to finance clean
cooking energy in Sub-Saharan
African, he said, noting that the
African Development Bank
(AfDB) pledged to issue $2bn
for clean cooking energy dur-
ing the 10-year period.

To reduce the challenge of
environmental  destruction,
the first step is to ensure that
effects on the environment are
reduced through implementa-
tion of various interventions
such as the transition to clean

cooking solutions, he stated.

“The second requirement is
for the government to ensure
there is an annual plan for eve-
ry district to plant a total 1.5m
trees with the primary goal of
planting 276mO trees in the
184 district councils,” he elabo-
rated.

During the 2023/24 financial
year a total of 266m have been
planted, with 21im trees still
growing, a rate of 76.5 percent,
he further stated, underlin-
ing the need to maintain the
campaign fir environmental
conservation, while shifting to
clean cooking solutions.

Judith Kapinga, the Energy
deputy minister, said at the
briefing that 2024 is the year

of new changes by advocat-
ing clean cooking energy, in
the wake of President Samia
Suluhu Hassan emerging as a
champion clean cooking en-
ergy.

“It has been easily adopted
as a goal to be achieved due to
the president’s leadership ca-
pacity, readiness for action and
diplomatic influence in the
global community of leaders,”
she stated.

She said that the president’s
efforts had enabled modern
houses being built to accom-
modate an ex-Ngorongoro sec-
tion of the Maasai community
in Msomera village, Handeni
District in Tanga Region,
where 1,291 houses accommo-

date them, with current plans
to be connected with clean en-
ergy stoves.

“We have also placed an
agent for Taifa Gas to ensure
when their cylinders run out of
gas, they are able to refill their
cylinders within the vicinity.

“This is not only for the new
residents but also for those
living there earlier, as the goal
is to ensure that upwards of
80 percent of Tanzanians use
clean cooking energy by 2034,”
she stated.

Zuhra Yunus, the director
of presidential communica-
tions, said that at the summit, a
number of countries, organisa-
tions and a total of 130 compa-
nies approved the declaration

on the prioritisation of clean
cooking energy.

The declaration showed
their desire for a joint collabo-
ration to ensure the availability
of clean cooking energy, she
said, highlighting that Presi-
dent Samia also met host Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron on
the summit sidelines exploring
ways of improving Franco-Tan-
zanian cooperation.

The key areas of discussion
were cooperating in the area of
clean cooking energy, women
empowerment, water supply,
agricultural  modernisation,
bilateral trade and private in-
vestments, infrastructure de-
velopment and regional peace
efforts, she said

yesterday.

By Guardian Reporter

THE Ministry of Community
Development, Gender, Women
and Special Groups has outlined
priorities areas in the next finan-
cial year, including women eco-
nomic empowerment, provision
of loans for small scale traders
and alleviation of gender-based
violence.

Presenting the budget esti-
mates for the 2024/25 financial
year in the National Assembly
yesterday, minister in charge of

the portfolio Dr Dorothy Gwa-
jima said the ministry plans to
spend 67.9bn/- to execute its pri-
orities in order to improve social
welfare.

Dr Gwajima said that part of
the budget is for Generation
Equality Forum (GEF) for which
3.2bn/- has been set aside and to
address violence against women
and children for which 3.15bn/-
has been set aside.

She said in the area of rec-
ognition and coordination of
economic activities for special

groups especially small scale
business people like bodaboda,
street food vendors, petty trad-
ers, and other special groups
with legally registered business-
es, 10.5bn/- has been set aside to
provide soft loans to boost capi-
tal and improve their economic
activities.

Dr Gwajima said in the area
of social welfare services and
children, 1.2bn/- was set aside to
enable provision of behavioural
change services for children who
are in conflict with the law.

Dar es Salaam Water and Sewerage Authority (Dawasa) workers move to unclog a sewage system at a section of the city’s Morogoro Road

Ministry sets priority areas in 679bn/- budget estimate

She said in the area of welfare
for the elderly, 1.06bn/- has been
set aside to enable provision of
services for 13 elderly people in
the care homes.

In the area of education, a total
of 2bn/- has been allocated and
is expected to be used for the
construction and renovation of
buildings and infrastructures at
Tengeru Community Develop-
ment Institute and three commu-
nity development colleges, she
said.

Interfaith
committee
points at
‘caps’ in new
electoral law

FROM PAGE 1

tions are completed,” he said, recalling that in
civic polls 2019 and 2020 general election as-
pirants were disqualified for presumed errors
in filling their birth dates while others were
told they were late to hand in the forms.

He said that these were issues that can be
solved by the law, along with the issue of de-
nying party agents from accessing polling
centres.in which case current reforms need
to be deepened, as they seek to recognize the
National Electoral Commission (NEC) as an in-
dependent entity.

This is not yet reflected in the real needs of
the people since its set up either in its budget
or administration does not reflect an inde-
pendent entity, he said, citing the South Af-
rican electoral commission where the chair-
man of the vetting committee is recruited on
merit through interviews.

All the other members of the electoral body
are recruited publicly, while in Tanzania all
the members are appointed by the president,
he said, affirming that the new electoral law
has the setup of the South African electoral
body but lacks the format which makes it in-
dependent..

Gloria Mafole, legal adviser for the com-
mittee, said that despite being pronounced
independent, NEC was not independent given
its budgetary, administrative and structural
setup.

“The law gives the president the powers and
also gives more powers to the body itself but
has not given the powers to aspirants to chal-
lenge its decision in court,” she stated.

Fr Chrisantus Ndaga, a committee member,
asserted that elections are a pillar of demo-
cratic society as the exercise promotes unity
and national cohesion. Despite the challenges
there is hope as the government has offered
room for discussion, the cleric added.
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Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups minister Dr Dorothy Gwajima tables the ministry’s Budget estimates for financial year 2024/2025 in
the National Assembly in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

[CT ministry to build two data
centres in fiscal year 2024/25

By Guardian Reporter

MINISTRY of Information, Communication and Informa-
tion Technology is in the 2024/25 financial year set to con-
struct data centres in Dodoma and Zanzibar together with a
national information security centre.

Minister of the portfolio Nape Nnauye said this in the
National Assembly in Dodoma on Thursday when tabling
the ministry’s budget estimates for 2024/25 financial year,
saying this was among the priorities of the coming financial
year. “The government is also set to connect the national
communication fibre with security entities such as the Tan-
zania People’s Defines Forces (TPDF), the Judiciary, Preven-
tion and Combating of Corruption Bureau (PCCB), Tanzania
Intelligence and Security Service (TISS) Prison Service and
others,” he said.

He said during the period, the ministry will also complete
installation of 616 transmitters in 713 wards to reach 758 to-
gether with other new 636 to reach out to areas which are
left out in communication.

The minister said the ministry will also empower 135
transmitters with 3G technology from 2G in 70 destinations
in strategic areas such as borders.

Nnauye said other areas are to strengthen systems to
measure communication tools to increase efficiency and
improve service delivery.

He said the government will continue to coordinate and
establish a media accreditation board, an independent me-
dia council and a media fund to help in training and capac-
ity building,

“The government has already started to put in place strat-
egies to facilitate proper use of the internet, including for-
mulation of the Privation Information Security Act, 2020,”
he said. He said the main reason for enacting the law was
to ensure that all information collectors observe ethics and
national values.

Nnauye said the government established the Cyber Secu-
rity Unit under Tanzania Police Force with the aim of con-
trolling theft online.

Drug busters to focus on Dar after increase of use, dealing

By Guardian Reporter

THE government is set to put a
special drug control focus in Dar es
Salaam Region after it emerged top
among destinations with highest
cases of use and seizures.

Jenista Mhagama, Minister of State
in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy,
Coordination and Parliamentary af-
fairs) has said the government has

noted that there is a huge presence
of drugs in clubs, beaches and other
places within the commercial city.

Speaking on Thursday in Dodoma
when issuing a report on the state
of drugs in the country, the minister
said Dar es Salaam has emerged top
among all other regions.

“By December last year, there were
903,062 addicts in various hospitals,
which is a good step in addressing

challenges posed by drugs such as
spread of diseases like tuberculosis,
HIV/Aids and hepatitis,” she said.
Mhagama said during the period,
it was noted that most of the drug
users are youth at 78 percent, a situ-
ation which affects the country’s
workforce. The minister said dur-
ing the period, the Drug Enforce-
ment and Control Authority (DCEA)
in collaboration with other agen-

cies seized 1,965.52 kilogrammes
of various drugs and nabbediO,
522 suspects. The seized drugs in-
clude heroin 1,314.28 kilogrammes,
cocaine 3.04, methamphetamine
kilogramme 2/410.82, marijuana
1,758,453.58 kilogramme, khat 202,
737,51 and other assorted drugs.

She said the drugs seized are al-
most three times the drugs seized
from 2012 to 2022 which were

660,465.4 kilogrammes.

Mhagama said the government
has formulated the National Drug
Control Policy, 2024 which is aimed
at strengthening control drugs pro-
duced locally such as Marijuana
and others. “The policy offers direc-
tion on research for areas which are
notorious for producing drugs by
ensuring that the general public is
informed on production of alterna-

tive crops instead of marijuana,” she
said. The policy also creates a plat-
form for capacity building to various
stakeholders so that they take part
in the war against illicit drugs.

Director General DCEA Aretas Lyi-
mo said more than 7000 cases have
been taken to court and the govern-
ment won by 83 percent and the re-
maining 17 percent were lost due to
insufficient evidence.
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Exim Bank’s head of marketing and communications, Stanley Kafu (R), briefs Deputy Prime Minister and Energy minister Dr Doto Biteko (4th-R) at an exhibition held recently in
Dodoma city as part of the commemoration World Red Cross Day. Through one of its social programmes, the bank supports healthcare, environmental conservation, education, in-

NEWS

novation and financial literacy projects. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Chad confirms Mahamat
[driss Déby as president

N'DJAMENA

THE Constitutional Council of Chad
yesterday confirmed Mahamat Idriss
Déby as the country’s president with 61
percent of the vote, far ahead of his rivals
Succes Masra and Albert Pahimi Padacké.

Déby was declared the winner on
Thursday after the council reviewed and
reaffirmed vote counts, despite minor ad-
justments.

He won with 61.03 percent, followed
by his Prime Minister with 18.54 percent,
and Padacké with 16.93 percent. Voter
turnout was 75.78 percent.

Following the announcement, Succes
Masra took to social media, accepting the
decision and urging calm and patience
among his supporters, emphasizing po-
litical solutions over further legal action.

Padacké’s campaign, represented by his
director, also accepted the Council’s deci-
sion, calling for unity and urging the new
president to address the country’s chal-
lenges.

Mahamat Idriss Déby’s camp expressed
satisfaction, celebrating the election as a
fulfilled promise of the transitional pe-
riod.

Unlike the unrest following the provi-
sional results announcement, which led
to at least 10 deaths, Ndjamena remained
calm and largely deserted after the final
results. Authorities had banned celebra-
tory gunfire, contributing to the quiet at-
mosphere in the capital.

JK challenges leadership graduates to be ambitious

By Correspondent James Kandoya

FORMER President Jakaya Kik-
wete has urged graduates of vari-
ous leadership courses to put their
skills and knowledge to good use
by ensuring that they work hard
and bring improvement in their
organisations and the nation.

Kikwete made the call in Dar
es Salaam yesterday at the 7th
graduation ceremony of Uongozi

Voter registers update set to

Institute where he conferred post
graduate diplomas and certifi-
cates to 198 graduates in leader-
ship.

He said that leaders must have
ambitious plans for their institu-
tions and country so that they
leave a mark and thus be remem-
bered.

“Embrace opportunities avail-
able, deepen your understanding
and broaden your perspective,”

start in Kigoma next month

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE Independent Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) is set to start voter
register update on July 1st this year
in Kigoma Region.

Speaking in Zanzibar on Wednes-
day, INEC Chairman Judge Jacobs
Mwambegele said the exercise
scheduled to be launched by Prime
Minister Kassim Majaliwa will there-
after proceed to other regions name-
ly Katavi, Rukwa, Tabora and others.

He said in order to have effective-
ness in the exercise, the commission
decided to have it carried out in 13
rounds for seven days at designated
centres.

He said those who will be involved
in the exercise are those who have
attained 18 years, voters who have
shifted from one place to another so
that they shift their details from their
former centres.

Mwambegele said the exercise will
give room to voters to change their
information from one card to the

other as well as those who lost their
cards and those who lost their voter
status due to death and other is-
sues. He said the new voter register
is expected to have 34,746,638 from
29,754,699 in 2020 which is an in-
crease of 5, 586,433 voters, equiva-

lent to 18.7 percent.

The chairman said 4,369,531 are
expected to update their informa-
tion while 594,494 are expected to

be removed from the register.

He added that the commission
conducted a verification of various
centres in 2023 to establish wheth-
er the centres still hold the status of
remaining to be elections centres.

“Before verification there were
37,814 centres which were used to
register voters in 2019/2020 and
after the verification there were
40,126 which will be used in the
2024/25 update exercise and 39,709
are Tanzania Mainland and 417 in

Zanzibar.

Director of Elections Kailima Ram-
adhan said the exercise will cost

418bn/-.

he said

Kikwete said that while per-
forming their duties, they should
be sources of ideas and agents of
change.

“Wherever you are, ensure that
you perform well so that when
you are reassigned or retire, you
leave a legacy,” he said.

He said leaders must always be
ready to find solutions for devel-
oping challenges such as climate

change, ignorance and the food
insecurity crisis to mention but a
few.

Kikwete warned the public on
the emerging behaviours of ne-
glecting boys and investing more
in girls, saying that parents and
development partners must cre-
ate a balance.

According to him, both boys and
girls must be raised equally in ed-
ucation and given opportunities

for personal growth.

He commended Uongozi Insti-
tute for its continued contribution
of shaping and equipping skills
leaders.

Minister of State in the Presi-
dent’s Office (Public Service Man-
agement and Good Governance)
George Simbachawene empha-
sized on integrity, responsibility
and accountability for leaders.

He reminded leaders to be good

ambassadors of the institute and
ensure they are committed to
serve the public.

Uongozi Institute CEO Kadari
Singo said the programmes yield-
ed a total of 198 graduates who
completed their executive pro-
grammes; post graduate diploma
in leadership, certificates in lead-
ership and women’s leadership
programme.

He said the programmes aim to

A section of Kalenga Street Road in Dar es Salaam’s Upanga West suburb undergoes rehabilitation in the wake of massive damage mainly due to
the recent heavy rains. Photo: John Badi

Stakeholders want guidelines for usage of Al in education

By Guardian Reporter

EDUCATION  stakeholders
from various universities in the
country have urged the gov-
ernment to formulate guide-
lines to help coordinate the
use of artificial intelligence (AI)
in education and enable the
country to benefit from such
vital technology.

The stakeholders who in-
volve lecturers, students from
Sokoine University of Agricul-
ture (SUA), University of Dar
as Salaam (UDSM), University
of Dodoma (UDOM), Mzumbe
University, Dar es Salaam In-
stitute of Technology (DIT)
and the Institute of Finance
Management (IFM) spoke dur-
ing a panel discussion dubbed

‘Unlocking the potential of
artificial intelligence in higher
learning’ conducted recently
both virtually and physically at
SUA in Morogoro.

In his presentation, Dr Alcar-
do Marakabitze, a lecturer at
SUA, said Al is becoming more
attainable in every sector and
higher education is no excep-
tion. This opens up the pos-
sibility for higher education
services to become scalable at
an unprecedented rate, both
inside and outside the class-
room.

“Al-powered systems are
streamlining  administrative
tasks such as admissions, stu-
dent support services and
resource allocation; Chatbots
and virtual assistants are being

used to provide 24/7 support
to students and staff, reducing
the workload on administra-
tive staff but also can assist in
ensuring the quality of edu-
cation by analysing students’
performance and identifying
areas where improvement is
needed,” he said.

Dr Marakabitze stressed the
urgency stating: “In all these
contexts where Al is used, it
is imperative for our country
to have guidelines, strategies
and policies. Currently, we
are without a national policy,
strategy, or guidelines and our
universities also lack these cru-
cial documents. Without them,
we cannot have a unified di-
rection or understanding as
a nation on Al usage. This is a

pressing issue that needs to be
addressed promptly.”

Speaking on behalf of SUA
Vice Chancellor Prof. Raphael
Chubunda, Principal of the
College of Natural and Applied
Sciences Dr Geoffrey Karugila
said the panel discussion topic
promises to offer enlightening
insights, stimulating discus-
sions and actionable strate-
gies that will shape the future
of learning.

Dr Karugila underscored
the responsibility, stating: “Al
is revolutionizing education,
but we must remember that
with great power comes great
responsibility. As we integrate
Al into higher education, it’s
crucial to do so responsibly
and ethically, ensuring fair-

ness, transparency and ac-
countability. We must be vigi-
lant in ensuring that Al is used
for the benefit of all, without
compromising on ethical
standards. “

He added: “By gaining pro-
found knowledge of Als ef-
fects and opportunities, we
can identify actionable steps
to integrate Al for educa-
tional excellence, and this in-
cludes exploring responsible
Al use in personalised learn-
ing and formulating policies
and regulations to guide its
implementation, so through
critical thinking, practical in-
sights, and collaboration, we
can empower stakeholders to
navigate the complexities of
the digital age and drive posi-

tive change in higher learning”.

Dr Jabhera Matogolo, Lectur-
er and Al expert at UDOM said
the varsity in collaboration
with the Nelson Mandela Insti-
tution of Science and Technol-
ogy in Arusha, has designed a
new academic programme.

He said the collaboration
will soon witness the launch
of a Master of Science in Arti-
ficial Intelligence and Machine
Learning as well as Bachelor
of Science in Artificial Intelli-
gence and Machine Learning
Engineering at the University
of Dodoma.

Also, Master of Science in
Artificial Intelligence and Ma-
chine Learning Engineering
will be launched at Nelson
Mandela Institution of Science

and Technology.

“Al is no longer fiction.
We are trying to address the
challenges coming up on the
ground by ensuring that we
build the capacity of Tanzani-
ans who will work and use this
technology to help our coun-
try in different sectors that will
need Al experts. As the previ-
ous speaker explained, the
demand is high as this technol-
ogy grows,” Dr Matogolo said.

Speaking on behalf of the
students, panellist Leonard
Fuime, Minister of Education at
Mzumbe University, expressed
his concerns that students’ use
of ChatGPT, Qbolt and other
programmes could result in in-
competent graduates flooding
the labour market.
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RC irked by mushrooming of liquor
stores, groceries in residential areas

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame,
Arusha

ARUSHA regional commis-
sioner Paul Makonda has ex-
pressed concern over what he
termed as increase of informal
shops selling alcohol and other
items in residential areas.

According to him, on each and
every street, there are myriads
of cubicles within residential
buildings, commercial proper-
ties or even standalone blocks
being rented out to traders who
convert them into shops, hair
maintaining salons, groceries,
liquor stores and tailor marts.

Even some religious institu-
tions make use of their outer
spaces of their buildings to
erect stalls for hire.

“Arusha is a tourist city and
not some cheap town where
people come to buy candy,” he
said yesterday.

According to Makonda, Aru-
sha is in dire need of quality
hotel rooms to accommodate
local and international visitors
coming to the city, adding that
the last thing visitors need to
see in the city is lack of plan-
ning.

He was addressing Arusha

residents during the event to
receive 20 new motorcycles
donated to regional police by
CRDB Group which is conduct-
ing its annual general meeting
of shareholders here.

Makonda said that he was
posted to Arusha to address
the issue of inadequate accom-
modation facilities in the city
which serves as the country’s
diplomatic and tourism hub.

The RC tasked Arusha Region-
al Police Commander, Justine
Masejo to ensure that crime is
brought down in the city and
that is why many institutions
contribute to the efforts of
equipping the police force with
facilities such as motorcycles.

Zanzibar President, Dr Hus-
sein Mwinyi graced CRDB mem-
bers’ seminar and used the
occasion to appeal to the insti-
tution’s management to start
conducting the annual events
in the isles as well.

“Zanzibar has opened its
doors for investors and we
therefore need training ses-
sions like this for residents of
Zanzibar and also where pos-
sible your annual meeting for
2025 should be held in Unguja,”
he said.

Mwanza Regional Police Commander Willbroad Mutafungwa exchanges greetings in Mwanza city earlier this week with officials of the region’s chapter
of the federation of associations of people with albinism. It was shortly before the opening of a meeting also involving police and social welfare officers
aimed at stepping up the fight against threats targeting people with albinism. Photo: Vitus Audax

Scientists rise new theory about construction of Egypt’s pyramids

By Special Correspondent

SCIENTISTS believe they have
solved the mystery of how 31 pyra-
mids, including the world-famous
Giza complex, were built in Egypt
more than 4,000 years ago.

A research team from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Wilmington
has discovered that the pyramids
are likely to have been built along
a long-lost, ancient branch of River
Nile - which is now hidden under de-
sert and farmland.

For many years, archaeologists
have thought that ancient Egyptians
must have used a nearby waterway
to transport materials such as the
stone blocks needed to build the
pyramids on the river.

But up until now, “nobody was
certain of the location, the shape,
the size or proximity of this mega
waterway to the actual pyramids
site”, said one of the study’s authors,
Prof Eman Ghoneim.

In a cross-continental effort, the
group of researchers used radar

Reconstruction of key road
in Morogoro to cost 97bn)-

By Guardian Correspondent

THE government is set to spend
97.18bn/- for reconstruction of 62.5-kil-
ometre Ifakara-Mbingu road in Moro-
goro Region.

Alinanuswe Kyamba, Manager of
Tanzania National Roads Agency (Tan-
roads) regional manager said this re-
cently after inspection of the road’s
construction progress following de-
struction caused by heavy rains.

Kyamba said the project is managed
by the TANROADS Engineering Con-
sulting Unit (TECU) and that the con-
tractor has started to repair the road
that is currently in use so that it can be
fully passable.

He said the road is important for
the public in transportation of vari-
ous agricultural goods from various
areas including between Morogoro
and Njombe regions through Ifakara,
Mlimba, Kihansi up to Makambako.

He said construction for Ifakara-
Mbingu section is expected to end in
2026.

Ntwale Lukas, Bridges Inspector
at Tanroads in Morogoro said trucks
have started to collect piles of sand to
repair all destroyed areas in efforts to
restore the road.

Some residents of Lufufu village in
Igima ward thanked the government
for the reconstruction of the road as it
would fasten social and economic de-
velopment because of reliable trans-
portation of rice and bananas.

They said the reconstruction of the
road is expected to reduce the cost of
transportation of the crops to urban
markets and increase their income.

satellite imagery, historical maps,
geophysical surveys, and sediment
coring (a technique used by archae-
ologists to recover evidence from
samples) to map the river branch
- which they believe was buried by
a major drought and sandstorms
thousands of years ago.

The team was able to “penetrate
the sand surface and produce im-
ages of hidden features” by using
the radar technology, the study, pub-
lished in the journal Nature, said.

Among those features were “bur-

ied rivers and ancient structures”
running at the foothills of where the
“vast majority of the ancient Egyp-
tian pyramids lie,” Prof Ghoneim
said.

One of the studys co-authors,
Dr Suzanne Onstine, said “locating
the actual river branch and hav-
ing the data that shows there was
a waterway that could be used for
the transportation of heavy blocks,
equipment, people, everything, re-
ally helps us explain pyramid con-
struction.”

The team found that the river
branch named the Ahramat
branch, with “ahramat” meaning
pyramids in Arabic - was roughly
64km (39 miles) long and between
200-700m (656-2,296 ft.) wide.

And it bordered 31 pyramids,
which were built between 4,700 and
3,700 years ago.

The discovery of this extinct river
branch helps explain the high pyra-
mid density between Giza and Lisht
(the site of Middle Kingdom burials),
in what is now an inhospitable area

of the Saharan desert.

The river branch’s proximity to
the pyramid complexes suggests
that it was “active and operational
during the construction phase of
these pyramids”, the paper said.

Dr Onstine explained that ancient
Egyptians could “use the river’s en-
ergy to carry these heavy blocks,
rather than human labour,” adding,
“it’s just a lot less effort.”

River Nile was the lifeline of An-
cient Egypt - and remains so to this
day.

Jenista Mhagama (L), Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliament and Coordination), has a word with her counterpart overseeing the Labour, Employment, Youth and
Persons with Disabilities docket, Deogratius Ndejembi, in the National Assembly debating chamber in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Zanzibar to invest more in blue economy as fisheries growth up

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE government of Zanzibar has
expressed commitment to continue
investing heavily in the blue econo-
my to expand its growth as fish pro-
duction increases.

Second Vice President for Zanzi-
bar Hemed Suleiman Abdullah said

this yesterday while tabling his of-
fice’s budget estimates for 2024/25
in the House of Representatives.

He said that in 2023 fish produc-
tion increased to 80,085 tonnes
worth 569.07bn/- up from 61,794
tonnes worth 391.37bn/- in 2022.

“This is an increase of 29.5 per-
cent. Likewise, production of sea-

weed has increased from 12,594
tonnes in 2022 to 16,653 tonnes in
2023, equivalent to an increase of
32.2 percent,” he said.

He said that the government has
continued to make efforts to set up
institutional systems to make the
sector support the economy of the
people and the country as a whole.

Abdullah said that among the ef-
forts is to have policies and laws
that support development of blue
economy activities, including the
Fisheries and Marine Natural Re-
sources Act and establishment of a
research institute which has already
been signed by President Dr. Hus-
sein Mwinyi.

He said that the government has
officially launched the blue econo-
my policy along with its implemen-
tation strategy and fishing policy
along with its implementation strat-
egy. “The government has continued
to conduct research related to this
sector to bring more reforms and
development,” he said.

The second VP said in the finan-
cial year 2023/2024, the government
planned to buy 4,380 tonnes of dry
cloves at a cost of 604bn/- where
as of March, 2024 a total of 3,298.8
tonnes of dry cloves were purchased
from farmers at a cost of 47.5bn/-
which is equal to 75 percent of the
nine-month estimate.
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Walter Kirita, Manyara regional manager of the Rural Water and Sanitation Authority, presents a performance report at the agency’s working session held in Babati on
Thursday. Centre is Manyara regional commissioner Queen Sendiga. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

Summit calls for conference
for peace in the Middle East

MANAMA

ISRAELS continuing military offensive in the Gaza
Strip dominated agenda at the Arab League summit in
Bahrain’s capital, Manama.

Leaders of the 22-member group called for an inter-
national conference for peace in the Middle East and
the establishment of an independent Palestinian state.

“The destruction that Gaza is witnessing today will
leave grave consequences in its wake for the genera-
tions that have witnessed death and injustice, and
Gaza will need years to recover,” said King Abdullah
IT of Jordan.

“What Gaza went through will not bring stability to
the region or the world, but more violence and con-
flict. This war must stop, and the world must shoul-
der its moral and humanitarian responsibility to end
a conflict that has been ongoing for over seven dec-
ades,” he said.

The war in Gaza broke out after Hamas’ attack on
southern Israel which resulted in the deaths of about
1,200 people, mostly civilians.

An estimated 35,000 people, mostly civilians, have
been killed in Israel’s military retaliation, and its siege
of the enclave has created a dire humanitarian situa-
tion.

In his address to the summit, United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres repeated his long-
standing call for a humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza, the
release of all hostages held in the enclave, and unim-
peded access for aid delivery.

Egypt’s president, Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, whose coun-
try has mediated in the conflict, told the summit that
Israel continues to evade efforts to reach a ceasefire in
its war with Hamas.

“Those who think that security and military solu-
tions are able to secure interests or achieve security
[are] delusional,” he said.

Africa’s forgotten foods research wins prestigious Cozzarelli Prize

By Special Correspondent

AN international research team
has won the 2023 Cozzarelli Prize
for a paper on the potential of ‘for-
gotten” food crops in sub-Saharan
Africa to provide healthy diets in a
changing climate.

Led by the World Vegetable
Centre (WorldVeg) and includ-
ing scientists from the Centre for
International Forestry Research
and World Agroforestry (CIFOR-
ICRAF), the research was one of
six papers selected by the editorial
board of the Proceedings of the Na-

tional Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
- a prestigious scientific journal
based in Washington, DC in the US.

According to a statement availed
to the media yesterday, papers
were chosen from more than 3,000
open-access research articles that
appeared in the journal last year
and represent the six broadly de-
fined classes under which the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences is or-
ganised.

The study, selected in the Ap-
plied Biological, Agricultural, and
Environmental Sciences category
of the Cozzarelli Prize, involved

multidisciplinary scientists from
the University of Abomey-Calavi
(Benin), the National Taiwan Uni-
versity, and Scotland’s Rural Col-
lege in Edinburgh.

The study used climate model-
ling to assess the potential of 138
traditional food plants that could
diversify or replace staple crops.

It identified 58 that are micro-
nutrient-rich and are suitable for
integration into cropping systems
under current and projected cli-
matic conditions.

The authors concluded that
diversifying food production in

Africa with these neglected ‘op-
portunity crops’ improves both
the dietary health and climate
resilience of food systems in sub-
Saharan Africa.

“Our study shows that in most
locations where major staples are
currently grown in sub-Saharan
Africa, one or more forgotten food
crops from different food groups
will be suitable for cultivation
under 2070 climate conditions -
and can diversify major staples to
support more nutrient-rich diets,”
said Maarten van Zonneveld, head
of genetic resources at WorldVeg

in Taiwan.

The research was part of various
initiatives that the study’s collabo-
rating partners are involved in.

WorldVeg is the only organisa-
tion with a global mandate for veg-
etable research and development
- including traditional crops - and
works closely with the paper’s co-
authors in Benin and Taiwan.

CIFOR-ICRAF scientists were in-
volved in the modelling and data
analysis, and built on their rich
experience with tree and shrub
foods.

“Our results suggest that diver-

sifying sub-Saharan African food
production with forgotten food
crops could improve climate re-
silience and dietary health,” said
Stepha McMullin, a development
specialist at CIFOR-ICRAF in
Kenya. “But to successfully main-
stream these foods, it is crucial
that we work closely with both lo-
cal producers and consumers.

“At CIFOR-ICRAF, we already
work with rural communities in
East and Southern Africa to do
this, by designing and implement-
ing locally tailored food tree port-
folios.”

Ex-Mauritanian president
ruled out of June election

NOUAKCHOTT

FORMER Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Ab-
del Aziz has been ruled out of the June 29 presidential
election for lack of necessary sponsorship, his spokes-
man Mohamed Ould Djibril told journalists last week,
denouncing the sponsorship system in place.

“This blocking by the authorities is undemocratic,”
The spokesperson added. “There are 10 of us who are
victims of this plot by the authorities.”

Aziz, who led Mauritania, a country between the
Maghreb and sub-Saharan Africa, until 2019, had taken
steps to present his candidacy, according to his spokes-
man. He would have faced the outgoing president, Mo-
hamed Ould Ghazouani, his successor and one of his
most loyal companions in the past, with whom he is now
in open conflict.

The former president was sentenced in 2023 to five
years in prison for illicit enrichment.

The government through the ruling party had set con-
ditions requiring presidential candidates to get approv-
als from the municipal councillors and mayors. Only the
opposition Islamist party Tewassoul has any room for
manoeuvres, as it has the required number of municipal
councillors.

The opposition parties had previously denounced the
law terming it unjust.

“We denounce the hegemony of the majority parties,
who are thus choosing their opponents from among the
candidates and leading the country towards the holding
of a unilateral electoral parody,” denounced a dozen op-
position candidates, including Aziz, in a joint statement.

“Even if the former president had collected sponsor-
ships, his qualifications would have been highly uncer-
tain. Candidatures must be submitted to the Constitu-
tional Council. However, according to the Constitution,
the president “may be re-elected only once”, and Aziz
has already served two terms,” they added.

Work on a drainage chamber in progress yesterday at a Mbagala section of Dar es Salaam’s Kilwa Road as part of the ongoing implementation of the city’s rapid transit bus
project. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Fifteen ventures selected to pitch at Africa Tech Summit in London

tech venture Newform Foods and smart

By Special Correspondent

FIFTEEN startups have been picked to
pitch to investors at the 8th Africa Tech Sum-
mit (ATS) at the London Stock Exchange on
June 7.

The ATS conference series provides in-
sight and networking with the African tech
ecosystem in London, Kenya and West Af-
rica, bringing together tech leaders, banks,

international investors, entrepreneurs, gov-
ernments, trade bodies, media and leading
ventures to drive investment and business
in African tech.

The 8th ATS London will take place on
June 7 at the London Stock Exchange, featur-
ing an investment showcase that offers start-
ups opportunities to present their business
model to investors and potential partners,
garner exposure, and secure funding to pro-

pel their growth.

The startups include digital addressing
solution OkHi, carbon finance platform
Earthbond, e-health platform OneHealth, AT
healthcare service PBR Life Sciences, energy
solutions startup Rana Energy, clean energy
venture So-Cool and fintech startup Veend-
HQ which are from Nigeria.

Three are from South Africa, namely
climate-tech company Decarb.earth, food-

energy company Plentify. From Kenya are
blockchain company Melanin Kapital, con-
nectivity venture Poa Internet and SaaS e-
commerce platform Sky.Garden.

Also pitching will be Ethiopia’s Teraki,
an audio streaming platform; and Egypt’s
Witley, an app for promotions and instant
marketing.

“As we celebrate the eighth ATS London,

we are delighted to spotlight 15 ventures
defining the future of tech innovation. With
over 150 quality entries received this year,
the decision-making process was a challeng-
ing one. With several of our past ATS Invest-
ment Showcase participants securing fund-
ing and partnerships, were excited to see
what the future holds for these ventures,”
said Lauren Adair, director at Africa Tech
Summit.
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Deaf teen outshines others
in community ballet dance

NAIROBI learnt to navigate life’s challenges
with determination and explains
how dancing brings her great joy.

“I think I am inspired. 'm in
high school and once I am done,
I would wish to continue with bal-
let,” she said.

Through their shared love of
dance, Akinyi has forged friend-
ships with her fellow ballet stu-
dents. She’s even taught them
some sign language.

“I' have been teaching them how
to use sign language and so we can
even have a discussion and show
each other how to dance,” she
said. Watching her dance, Akinyi’s
mother, Florence Awino, said she
is proud of her daughter.

“Ever since she joined ballet, 1
have seen a great improvement.
Even in terms of the way she
dances, you would assume she
can hear but she doesn’t hear. It’s
by God’s grace that she has come
this far, “she said.

Ballet teacher, Erick Mwangi,
says everyone is welcome in the
classes. “That is why you can’t
notice that a certain child is spe-
cial in a certain way, especially
when they are dancing, because
they have learnt to be together, to
dance as a team,” he said.

A DEAF teenager from a Nairobi
slum has defied expectation by ex-
celling in a community ballet pro-
gramme, despite not being able to
hear the music.

Seventeen-year-old Gorrety Ak-
inyi is the only deaf student in the
class and has been able to master
the routines by carefully copying
her teacher and classmates.

Founded by Michael Wamaya,
Project Elimu offers after school
arts education and a safe space
for children in Kibera, the largest
informal settlement in the Kenyan
capital.

Using sign language, Akinyi said
that she joined the classes with
other local children in 2020 when
all the schools were closed down.

“I was the only deaf girl but
Mike was willing to help me and I
remember them wondering how
I would do it because 1 am deaf
and it is about dancing. So T had to
copy what the hearing are doing,
as I can’t hear and speak as well,”
she said. In a programme where
sound is so important, her deci-
sion was met with disbelief among
her hearing peers.

But growing up deaf, she has

Information, Communications and Information Technology minister Nape Nnauye (L) tries on a ‘Maasai’ bracelet at Kinua village in Namelock ward earlier
this week while assessing the state of rural communication services in Kiteto District. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

Annual Africa trade, investment summit to take place next month

LONDON

INVEST Africa, a leading pan-
African trade and investment plat-
form, will convene its 10th annual
Africa Debate on 6th June in Lon-
don, under the theme ‘Africa’s role
in a changing global order.’

The Africa Debate is London’s
leading Africa-focused investment
forum.

Headline speakers include Sa-
maila Zubairu, President and Chief
Executive Officer, Africa Finance
Corporation; Dr Akinwumi Ades-
ina, President, African Develop-
ment Bank Group; Andrew Mitch-
ell MP, Deputy Foreign Secretary
and Minister of State (Develop-
ment and Africa), Foreign, Com-
monwealth & Development Office;
Diana Layfield, Chair, British Inter-

national Investment; Zeinab Bad-
awi, President of SOAS, University
of London; and Idris Elba, Actor,
Filmmaker, Musician, Entrepre-
neur, and Activist; amongst other
leaders from government and pri-
vate enterprise.

“In the lead-up to the 10th an-
niversary of The Africa Debate, I
have been reflecting on Africa’s
rising prominence on the world

stage,” Chantelé Carrington, Chief
Executive Officer of Invest Africa
said in a statement yesterday.
Carrington added: “Now, more
than ever before, Africa is step-
ping into its own as a global leader,
equipped with immense natural
capital and a burgeoning popula-
tion and primed to become a ma-
jor pole of global economic activ-
ity. Join us on 6th June for a day of

debates on Africa’s role in a chang-
ing global order, and let’s explore
how we can collectively advance
our trifecta themes for this year’s
conference: Trade, Investment,
and Leadership on the continent.”

As part of The Africa Debate pro-
gramme, Invest Africa will host a
Morocco Investment Forum on 5th
June in partnership with the Em-
bassy of the Kingdom of Morocco

in the United Kingdom.

The Forum will provide a unique
platform for the visiting delegation
of Moroccan government officials
and businesses to brief attendees
on key sectors ripe for investment,
as well as recent reforms and poli-
cies aimed at nurturing an inves-
tor-friendly environment.

Invest Africa is a leading pan-
African business platform that pro-

A pineapple vendor waits for customers beside a Mwenge-Mpakani section of Dar es Salaam’s Sam Nujoma Road yesterday. He gave lack of access to a nearby proper mar-
ket as the reason for operating from the unauthorised site. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

Migration of herds put herders,
farmers in CAR at loggerheads

By Special Correspondent

THE seasonal migration of cattle is a long-standing
practice in the Central African Republic (CAR), as herd-
ers search for water and pasture.

Things have generally been peaceful along so-called
transhumance corridors, but pressures, including cli-
mate change, have increased tensions between herders
and farmers.

As pressure mounts on resources like water and farm-
land, there have been incidents when herds cross and
damage unharvested fields, or farmers sow their crops
on designated transhumance corridors.

“My herd devastated a plantation. The owner came to
ask me for damages and we were able to resolve the is-
sue amicably. I paid the amount he asked me,” said cat-
tle herder, Mohammet Abakar.

He said he wants to avoid conflict, but not everyone
shares his view, with one farmer saying that some herd-
ers refuse to pay for crops their cattle have destroyed.

“I caught the oxen committing this act. But the herder
asked me to wish his cattle ‘bon appetite’. He then asked
me to leave and threatened to kill me with his bow if I
insisted. This is how I lost my field,” said farmer Sido-
nie Tontiyo. “No herder has ever been imprisoned be-
cause of our ravaged crops. Agricultural products are
consumed by both farmers and ranchers. I hope the
government will ensure that herds stay away from our
plantations,” he said.

Earlier this week, the UN mission in the CAR (MI-
NUSCA) together with partners, held a conference in
the capital, Bangui, in a bid to find ways to reduce the
insecurity and violence associated with the migration.

It brought together representatives of all national and
regional actors involved in transhumance activity, non-
governmental organisations, as well as technical and
financial partners.

Delegates drew up a series of recommendations,
which should serve as the basis for a roadmap to estab-
lishing a sustainable solution to the ongoing problems
between the two communities.

Over 10 dead as man sets mosque on fire in Nigeria

KANO

AT least 11 worshippers
have been killed and dozens
others injured after a man at-
tacked a mosque in Nigeria’s
northern Kano state, police
said yesterday.

A man allegedly sprayed
the mosque with petrol and
locked its doors before set-
ting it on fire, trapping about
40 worshippers, they said.

The attack was triggered by
a family dispute over sharing
of inheritance.

Police said they arrested a
38-year-old suspect.

The incident happened
when people were attending
morning prayers on Wednes-
day in Gezawa area of Kano
state.

Residents said flames en-
gulfed the mosque after the
attack with  worshippers

heard wailing as they strug-
gled to open the locked doors.

After hearing the explo-
sion, neighbours rushed to
help those trapped inside, lo-
cal media reported.

Rescue teams including
bomb experts from the city of
Kano were immediately de-
ployed in response to the at-
tack, a police statement said.

Police later confirmed
that a bomb was not used in

the attack. The Fire Service
in Kano said they were not
called immediately after the
fire started, adding that they
could have brought the situa-
tion under control much fast-
er. Kano Fire Service spokes-
man Saminu Yusuf said that
they were only informed after
locals had already put out the
fire.

“In a situation like this, peo-
ple are supposed to call us but

we didn’t get any call from the
location until after normalcy
had returned,” he said.

Police said the suspect con-
fessed that his actions were
part of a dispute over inher-
itance, claiming he was tar-
geting some family members
who were inside the mosque.

“What happened is not as-
sociated with any act of ter-
rorism, rather it was a skir-
mish that arose as a result

of inheritance distribution,”
Umar Sanda, a local police
chief, told journalists after
visiting the scene.

“The suspect is presently
with us and is giving out use-
ful information,” he said.

Initial reports said one wor-
shipper had died from the
attack but the death toll later
rose after more victims died
while receiving treatment at
the Murtala Muhammad Spe-

cialist Hospital in Kano.

More victims, including
children, are still receiving
treatment at the hospital, ac-
cording to police.

Sheikh Dauda Sulaiman
said killing people while
they’re praying is one of the
biggest sins possible and that
apart from repenting to God,
the culprit should pay blood
money to the families of
those that died.
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Another oil and gas licensing
round is good for fiscal needs

IN a global situation where fossil
fuels in their various images, such
as oil wells or natural gas with a
fire chimney visibly damaging the
earth’s atmosphere, engaging in
talks with major stakeholders on a
new auction of petroleum explora-
tion blocks later this year can regis-
ter a little discomfort.

There are many who would not
wish to hear this kind of news, hav-
ing commiitted their faith and imagi-
nation to eliminating fossil fuels for
renewable energy as the principal
goal of action of the environment.

It is not an irrelevance but the
world is still a bit far from eliminat-
ing oil altogether and, even less so,
natural gas.

A senior official with the Indian
High Commission in Tanzania re-
cently made exploratory consulta-
tions with the Petroleum Upstream
Regulatory Authority (PURA), with
the government’s plan to auction oil
and gas blocks set to come up in the
next few months.

The high commission deemed
it necessary to meet the right Tan-
zanian officials to enable it provide
comprehensive information to
companies and stakeholders back
home, as a number of Indian firms
are likely to be interested in this in-
formation.

That was another moment of eco-
nomic diplomacy, as auctioning oil
and gas blocks doesn't just need ad-
vertising as in supplies tenders but
soliciting likely interested parties. It's
arisky investment in part, much un-
like a supply deal.

While there are Western compa-
nies operating in the oil and gas sec-
tor in the country, it is unclear what
sort of expansion plans they have.

It is similarly unclear whether
they would still benefit from invest-
ment risk guarantees back home, as
quite often this is a deciding compo-
nent in an investment package.

It is undeniable that renewable
energy is the mantra in policy set-
tings in the West. The fact that hun-
dreds of European Union legislators
organised not only demonstrations
butalso filed a court case against the
East African Oil Pipeline (EACOP)
project shows the way feelings are
etched in Europe.

Still, these are early days in the
auction plans for onshore and off-
shore blocks, and already most
firms doing that kind of work are
Western.

It is thus possible that they may
wish to expand their foothold, with
other companies in their respective
states not wishing to join any ‘oil
rush.

Optimal conditions for the auc-
tion may therefore still prevail, in
the sense of a fairly competitive set
of companies turning up, not just
from one area and having synchro-
nised their bidding positions.

A critical part of that questis a pre-
existing model of production shar-
ing agreements as their drafting or
formal approval will be tossed back
and forth as top levels contest state
prerogatives or benchmarks.

Some relief was visible with an
observation that a review of the Pe-
troleum Act of 2015 was under way,
mainly with a view to identifying
sections requiring amendments.

Oil and gas exploration and pro-
duction regulatory authorities in the
two countries are seeking to create
synergies in particular areas, dimin-
ishing the pressure on investment
firms as they have an extra channel
of official communication.

Locally, the collaboration is
geared at capacity building for per-
sonnel in oil and natural gas, even-
tually improving upstream and
downstream capacities as well. It is
mostly a matter of investment syn-
ergies that can be generated with
different investors.

Decline in externally-sourced
malaria funding spells danger

EXPERTS are beginning to worry
about the scarcity of local financing

as this channel is becoming increas-
ingly vital in combating malaria.

This was the mood emerging from
the annual scientific conference for
institutions working under the Na-
tional Institute for Medical Research
(NIMR).

The event saw health researchers
listing ways meant to address hur-
dles facing the year 2030 malaria
elimination target.

Technical observations raised in-
clude the need to focus on outdoor
mosquito control in contrast with
directing all the energy to treated
bed nets to control night time mos-
quito bites. That is plain enough.

The range of issues raised at the
conference, where at least on that
day malaria prevalence seemed
to be top of the agenda, related to
the improving tools for use in the
fight against malaria - including its
financing.

There are good reasons for the
demand to enhance local financ-
ing, but habit shows that this is
primarily anchored in multilateral
cooperation, such that both the
agenda at any time and the sub-
stance of financing schedules were
usually external in character.

That is why projecting what hap-
pens in that sphere in the next dec-
ade is problematic, as it involves
contrasting trends in the malaria
prevalence control and reduction
campaign.

Stakeholders in the research
sphere in particular seek an eleva-
tion of financing in order to take up
a wider array of issues, to anchor
policy actions in advanced research.

Conference participants pointed
at the need to beefup vector control,
resistance and surveillance which

are effective but remain slow in con-
trolling malaria prevalence, decrying
the focus on night mosquito bites.

Widening this spectrum to day-
time bites or early evening spread
of mosquitoes demands more field
work, and thus more financing,

While there is no objection that
all these areas of malaria transmis-
sion fight like larvae source control
need funding, only a breadth of it
looks feasible, for instance taking
up vaccination of children under
five years as they are the most vul-
nerable.

There are vaccines that have
been tested and accepted for use
by the World Health Organisation
(WHO) especially for children, even
as their rate of effectiveness is be-
ing rated at nearly three-quarters
of the vaccination sample popu-
lation. That means controlling at
least 70 per cent of all new malaria
cases among children.

When the funds are inadequate
for strengthening surveillance and
monitoring, especially on mosqui-
to resistance, chances are that pub-
lic authorities will be tied down to
the basic curative or disease man-
agement function of the healthcare
system. Research then boils down
to academic work that may at times
help those guiding the ministry con-
cerned to adopt this or that decision.

That would be a crucial interven-
tion in one regard or another, for
instance adopting the stance of anti-
malaria vaccination for children. Pre-
cision on larvae sources or resistance
to control measures on one hand
and drugs on another would prob-
ably come later.

That casts doubt on the goal of
eliminating malaria by 2030 as there
are no integrated aspirations among
stakeholders.
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We live in a democracy that was born out
of pain and struggle - let’s not squander it

By Andrew Ihsaan Gasnolar

THIRTY years ago, there was a sense
of anticipation, fear, optimism and a
collective sense that a country could be
repurposed. From decades of oppres-
sion and degradation by an illegitimate
regime, there was a clear path towards
a better future - a future that was not
gifted or simply obtained, but one that
took countless lives, and robbed op-
portunity and promise from millions of
South Africans.

Thirty years ago in April 1994, an
eight-year-old joined his family in the
voting lines in Bonteheuwel on the
Cape Flats of Cape Town, and millions
of others, in the belief that our coun-
try was not gifted, but rather that it
required our participation for a govern-
ment that is mandated to serve the peo-
ple of the Republic.

There is no denying that communi-
ties, where that eight-year-old lived
and to which his family was displaced,
are yearning for more. Yearning for a
country that can live up to its founding;
a country with a Constitution that im-
plores us to all improve “the quality of
life of all citizens and free the potential
of each person”.

Today, with a national and provincial
election two weeks away, the disillu-
sionment across the country is palpa-
ble.

The optimism of 30 years ago has
been eroded by sequential and multi-
ple failures, coupled with intentional
malfeasance and self-interest by the
governing party, and the inability of
the current crop of opposition parties
to mount a convincing argument to the
voters of the country.

The disillusionment in some ways
has been entrenched by the failures of
coalition politics to shift the needle in
South Africa’s metros, which instead
have been riddled with consequential
failures that continue to compromise
service delivery for the most vulner-
able.

However, the opportunity of this
election is that South Africans are once
again being reminded that South Africa
is not defined by ineffective political
leaders, but rather by the spirit and te-
nacity of a people that continue to re-
fuse and defy defeat.

Over the past year, and through this
relatively muted election campaign, we
have seen an important opportunity
for new leaders to step up - not in a bid
to save South Africa, but rather to work
with communities and people for real
participation, and for a shift in political
culture.

After the 1994 election 30 years ago,
too many South Africans took their
hands off the wheel. We anticipated

South African president Cyril Ramaphosa

that a government in service of
the people, mandated to serve the
interests of the people, would be
enough - instead, we have been
confronted by betrayal and the ac-
cumulation of wealth and power
for a few.

In two weeks, young children
will watch as adult South Africans
(at least those registered) show a
real commitment to participatory
democracy, underpinned by an
enabling Constitution that holds
public power in check.

For us to properly enable the
next period of our democracy, it is
critical that we remind young peo-
ple, friends and family that this is
the moment when we can redirect
the future of South Africa.

We can collectively redirect and
shift the needle for those people
and communities that have been
ignored for too long, and perhaps
we can practice real commitment
to building a country that honours
the sacrifices that many have made
and continue to make for freedom.

In two weeks, South Africans
across the country will remind the
governing party (across the coun-
try, and also in provinces) that pub-
lic power is not exercised without
due care and consideration.

The power of the people will be
an important reminder to mark
30 years of our constitutional de-
mocracy in South Africa - far more
meaningful and impactful than the
country’s political elite may appre-
ciate.

However, the only way to ensure

coalition politics does not leave
a bitter taste in our mouths - and
more lost years of effective govern-
ment - is through the active partici-
pation of South Africans.

The political parties seeking the
votes of South Africans must be re-
minded that the mandate granted
to them on 29 May is a reminder
that they work on borrowed time
and that they have no choice but to
serve the interests of the Republic.

The choice before South Afri-
cans, at both the national level and
across the provinces, is to demand
more - to rebuild our country in a
way that can honour “those who
suffered for justice and freedom
in our land” - and to leverage the
democratic principles that are em-
bedded in our founding to finally
confront the triple threat of unem-
ployment, inequality and poverty.

This is a time for South Africans
to reject the policies of the day that
have entrenched inequality and
unemployment, embraced wildly
inadequate thinking on rebuilding
our cities to reject apartheid spa-
tial planning, and elevated political
leaders from freely elected repre-
sentatives into apparatchiks of a
broken political system.

The only way to remedy this cri-
sis is for us to punish those political
parties in the sixth Parliament, and
to introduce a swathe of new lead-
ers who are driven by principles
and are committed to the service
of the people.

The prospect of new leaders,
driven by values and an urgent de-

sire to serve the people, is exactly
why our imperfect democracy is
underpinned by an enabling and
progressive Constitution - a docu-
ment that does not simply exist to
provide parameters for our coun-
try and its leaders, but rather im-
poses a progressive and continuing
obligation on our elected leaders
to conduct themselves in a manner
consistent with those values.

It is a Constitution that implores
the people to participate actively
in the wellbeing of our democracy,
and which secures their place in
this democracy.

We must not be swayed by those
willing to engage in ethno-nation-
alism, and the identity politics of
fear-mongering. Instead, we must
ensure that the right people and
new leaders are infused into South
Africa’s seventh Parliament (and
across our provincial legislatures).

There is a desperation and an
urgency across South Africa that
must be responded to.

Our elected representatives in
this next chapter of South Africa’s
democracy must be given notice
that now is the time for urgency
and commitment - a commitment
that is not focused on perpetuating
the fear-mongering of xenophobia
or ethno-nationalism or peppered
with the conveniently hollow rhet-
oric of fear and power.

Real power has always resided
in the people of South Africa, and
on 29 May, South Africans can be-
gin the work of taking back power
from those who have abused and
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By Telesphor Magobe

AST week, we briefly looked at the death pen-

alty in relation to Union Day (April 26, 2024),

when President Samia Suluhu Hassan granted

an amnesty for 1,082 prisoners. Of all the pris-
oners who were granted an amnesty, 20 of them had ini-
tially been convicted of murder or treason and had been
sentenced to suffer death by hanging in accordance with
section 26(1) of the Penal Code (R.E. 2022).

However, their penalty was commuted to life impris-
onment. We then said Tanzania is among the countries
referred to as “abolitionist in practice” - that is countries
which still have death penalty in their penal laws, but
have not carried out executions for at least 10 years! It
suffices to say that the death penalty should be abol-
ished because it is a cruel and barbaric penalty to be
practised in civilised society which guarantees and pro-
tects the light to life.

Today, I invite you to reflect again on child upbringing
albeit on a different aspect from what we have already
covered. We will do that in light of sections 9 (parental
duty and responsibility) and 13 (protection from torture
and degrading treatment) of the Law of Child Act (R.E
2019). Section 9(3)(b) in particular provides that every
parent shall “provide good guidance, care, assistance
and maintenance for the child and assurance of the
child’s survival and development.”

Studies show that the brain of children aged 0-6 years
(others put it up to 8 years) has an extraordinary capac-
ity for learning. They suggest that when children at this

Parental care is non-delegable
child upbringing responsibility

Many of the industries have been partially paralyzed for a lack of raw materiales like tomatoes.

age are exposed to quality education they are likely to excel not
only in education, but also in life. The opposite of this is also
true. When the same children are exposed to nasty experiences
they are likely to miss out on quality education and on character
formation. We can add that it is in childhood children learn to be
what they will be and do when they become adults.

Yet, most parents fail in parental care, especially if they don’t
provide good guidance, care, assistance, maintenance and as-
surance of their children’s survival and development. The harsh
treatment children pass through during their childhood and fre-

quent stern rebukes do not help them at all to excel in life. John
comes from a family of two children - he and his sister. He is now
nine years old. After he was born he had a problem with his legs
and had to undergo a medical operation.

This delayed him to start pre-primary education for at least
a year and half. However, when he was well again he was able
to start school and was brilliant in class. After some time their
school had a shortage of teachers because some of them were
leaving for greener pastures in other schools.

A frequent change of teachers affected some schoolchildren,

including John. As a result, John start-
ed underperforming and his parents
thought it was because he liked playing
very much and watching TV cartoons
instead of looking for the real problem
facing him. They assumed that his under-
performing was a result of lack of con-
centration on classwork and homework.

John, who was at the beginning bril-
liant in class, scoring between 85-99 per
cent, slipped to between 40 and 60 per-
cent in exams. His teachers, having been
alarmed by John’s performance called his
parents and told them John could be ad-
vised to look for another school because
he gets very low marks and to continue
like that wouldn’t do any help to him. The
teachers said if he got another school he
could start well and eventually improve.
Looking at John’s poor performance the
persons to blame are his parents because
they have failed to help their child to
maintain his brilliance.

Unfortunately, John even if he is asked
very simple questions, he can hardly
score beyond 60 percent. From getting A
John now gets C or D. His parents are to
blame for his recurring problem. He is of-
ten sternly rebuked, but hardly corrected
as a child. With such treatment, the child
might have undergone some traumatic
experience which has affected his aca-
demic performance.

As the Law of the Child (R.E 2019) puts
it, parents (including guardians) have the
duty and responsibility to provide good
guidance, care, assistance, maintenance
and assurance of their children’s survival
and development. There is no better up-
bringing than this. If the child misses out
on this is likely to learn his or her own
way and may turn into a juvenile delin-
quent and a future law-breaker, instead
of being a responsible and law-abiding
person. So, parents as busy as they are
shouldn’t delegate their parental duty to
teachers.

Today’s proverb: ‘When thy neigh-
bour’s house doth burn, be careful of
thine own.’

* The author is a Dar es Salaam-
based lawyer. He can be reached at
122magobe@gmail.com

Patients’ pains are sometimes psychosomatic

By Peter Muthamia

E world’s greatest philosopher, Socrates,

nce said that the biggest misconception of

today is the separation of the mind and body

by physicians. What he meant was that there

is lack of interconnection between the state of mind,

feelings, emotions and ailments in the patients’ bod-

ies by most doctors. Yet, there are all indications that

preconceived notions that one’s sickness or the mag-

nitude of the pain felt is sometimes attributable to his
or her mental state.

Sample this: A patient is brought into the clinic to
see the doctor and slumps on the chair complaining
of pain real or imagined in different parts of his or her
body including headache, nausea and back pain. Dic-
tates of good medical practice, though often ignored
by doctors, are that there is need to first look into the

psychological aspect.

As if that is not enough, some patient insists to a
certain medication prescription regime or injection,
or insistence on seeing a specific doctor or nurse can
safely be argued that the patient suffers psychosomat-
ic disorder.

Tony, 40, and editor went to the hospital complain-
ing of headache, stomach ache and back pains. After
all tests were done, including MRI, CT-scan and labo-
ratory examinations, he was found to be as fit as a fid-
dle.

The doctor on interrogating him found out that he
was fatigued (he worked so hard) and suffered anxiety
disorder. Resting was recommended or him. A couple
of days after, he resumed his work feeling well and up
to the task.

Disorders and pains that are not directly attributa-
ble to organic diseases are called psychosomatic pains

- psycho meaning mind, and soma
meaning cells other than reproductive
cells.

When no organic disorder can be
pointed at to explain these symptoms
as a result of medical examination,
laboratory investigations, and imaging
available at the hospital, then such dis-
eases are considered to result from the
mind (psyche).

According to Dr Adrian, a cardiologist
at Aga Khan Hospital, rarely do patients
exhibit psychosomatic symptoms at his
level of specialized treatment because if
a patient suffers anxiety symptoms, the
case is diagnosed earlier at clinical level
and handled by neurologists, psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists.

“When the doctor becomes conclu-
sive that there are no tell-tale symptoms
after medical examination, laboratory
investigations, and imaging, checking of
the aspects of the mind becomes obvi-
ous,” he says.

The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders reference book
of diagnostic criteria in psychiatry ex-
plains psychosomatic diseases as fol-
lows.

“A combination of multiple physical
symptoms that occur within a period of
time, with continuing search for treat-
ment, and resulting in deterioration
of social or professional life.”

It explains it as having at least four
separate pains (headache, abdominal
pain, pain in the arms and legs, back
pain, etc.), two gastrointestinal tract
symptoms (nausea, bloating, vomit-
ing without pregnancy, diarrhoea,
gastric irritation), one sexual function
or genital system symptom (menstru-
al irregularity, impotence in men, sex-
ual aversion to women and men, etc.).

It further explains that for one to
be considered suffering from one
neurological symptom (impaired bal-
ance, regional paralysis or decreased
strength, difficulty swallowing, dou-
ble vision, deafness, loss of conscious-
ness, etc.).

It further states that lack of evi-
dence of any organic disorder to ex-
plain these symptoms as a result of
medical examination, laboratory in-
vestigations, and imaging methods. If
one is not addicted to alcohol, drugs,
or other substances or if one exhib-
its insecure and skeptical approach to
psychiatric examination, then it can
be safely concluded that the patient

Stress is one of the major causes of
psychosomatic diseases. Stress causes
many bodily functions to deteriorate
or not work properly.

“Often, the psychosomatic nature
of pains experienced by patients is
discovered at the clinical level by doc-
tors at the emergency and other initial
stages of diagnosis are first handled
by the neurologists, psychiatrists and
psychologists at that level after an array
of clinical tests have been done includ-
ing ECG, ECHO and other laboratory
tests have been done and found not to
be. The cases of this nature that get to
us as specialists, say, cardiologists are
negligible,” says Adrian

He further alludes that generally,

there are people brought
in with anxiety prob-
lems especially children
and women. They may
complain of chest pains
or any other ailments
but chest pains could be
symptoms of an array of
problems and not neces-
sarily heart problems.

But according to Dr
Abbass A. Abbass, a psy-
chiatrist at the Muhimbili
Hospital at Muloganzira,
patients actually feel pain
and that is why they go to
the hospital in the first
place.

“One cannot rule out
the fact that the patients
actually feel some sort of
pain and that is why they
come to us. As for pa-
tients preferring a specif-
ic doctor, it is human na-
ture to choose whoever
they want to treat them.
In many such cases, mul-
tidisciplinary approach,”
says Dr Abbass.

Placebo medication

“Occasional cases of
psychosomatic disorder
may manifest themselves
in the elderly or children
or those people working
under pressure in the
high offices. Most o them
happen to be woman,
the elderly and children.
Since problems like chest
pains or such ailments
have many differentials,
we refer them to the
neurological department
who offer them psycho-
logical support.

In some cases, doctors
may make use of placebo
medicines.

Placebos look like real
drugs but are made of in-
active substance such as
starch or sugar. Despite
of there being inactive
ingredient in them, some
patients feel better after
taking them,” says Dr
Adrian.
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By Special Correspondent

HE debacle that is the Cuban food industry is

no secret, though that does not diminish the

devastating scene of the statistics offered on

Tuesday, which allows us to quantify the col-
lapse suffered in just five years.

Between 2018 and 2023, the production of 23 foods,
selected by the National Office of Statistics and Informa-
tion as a reference for measuring the state of the manu-
facturing sector, declined by 66.7 percent

Spanish news agency, EFE, echoed the report as soon
as it was released. From it, they highlighted with stupor
that bread production had declined from 493,700 in
2013 to 326,300 in 2023, by 34 percent as noted in the
headline. It is not, however, the most impactful data.

Despite the alarming numbers-aggravated by the fact
that this is a basic necessity-a detailed review of the de-
cline in each of the food products analyzed, the truth is
that bread is among the least depleted products. Only
preserved meats (33 percent) and lobster tail (20 per-
cent) declined less.

Among the worst declines were pork, which declined
from 149,400 to 13,300 tons-a 91 percent decline, and
rice which fell by 90 percent from 272,800 ons to only
27900; both are products of great importance in Cuban
diets.

The last five year period was also nefarious for coffee
and milk, elemental in national culture, which regis-
tered declines of 51 percent in the case of the first, and
90 percent for evaporated milk, while whole pasteur-
ized frozen milk declined by 49.6 percent.

In the middle tier, again taking into consideration their
importance in the cuisine and catastrophic production
are pastas, with a 91 percent decline since 2018; vegeta-
ble oils, 81 percent; yogurt with 68.8 percent decline and
wheat flour, 57 percent. Beef production fell by 58 per-
cent, cheeses 52 percent, canned tomatoes 76 percent
and unsalted butter 76 percent. In this case, the disaster
of salted butter is notable; production fell from a high of
100 tons to absolute zero, the worst percentage among
the 23 products selected.

Two special mentions are lobster and shrimp, prod-
ucts protected for what they mean for the country’s
economy through exports and the hemorrhage of which
could not be contained. The first fell from 7,200 tons in
2018 to 1,200 last year, which represents an 82% decline.
For lobster, although tails are among those that barely

Cuba’s food industry fell 67
percent in the last five years

Many of the industries have been partially paralysed for a lack of raw materiales like tomatoes.

contained the catastrophe, whole, pre-cooked, frozen lobster
fell from 645,000 tons to 325,100 — a 49.6 percent decline.

Fruit preserves, excluding baby food, also collapsed by half
in these five years, as did other more superfluous foods such as
ice cream (a 55 percent decline), fancy crackers (74.7 percent)
and saltines, which experienced a sharp 85 percent decline
from 18,500 tons to 2,700.

Rounding out the list was animal feed, which fell by 70 per-
cent from 1,356,200 tons to only 406,400, a data point which
helps explain the catastrophic situation of animal source
foods. Something similar is happening with chemicals used in

agriculture, which appear in another one of the sections of the
report that presents very negative data.

Of the 43,000 tons of complete fertilizer produced in 2018
only 1,500 were produced in 2023. The same occurs for am-
monium nitrate, which is used in the production of leafy green
vegetables, the production of which declined from 28,000
tons to 1,700.

The document includes several categories-though of lesser
importance in the daily life of Cubans — including all types of
beverages (beer and soda production also fell by half), tobac-
co, clothing and shoes, construction materials, machinery and

even televisions. Of the entire four-page
list, production improved for only three
products in this five-year period: house-
hold detergent, paint and gas stoves.

Also notable is the absolute absence
from the document of information on
petroleum products in 2023. The report
only accounts for data through 2022,
for unknown reasons, but which might
relate to the opacity the government
maintains on this product due to the
U.S. sanctions, which aim to prevent its
delivery. Most of the refined products
fell by at least half between 2018 and
2022.

The report also includes data on the
labor force, which apparently grew
in the manufacturing industry during
this period. Salaries also experienced a
significant increase, especially in 2021
with the Reordering Task, although the
estimate should be analyzed taking into
consideration the high inflation rate
over the last five years-in the three-digit
range if the informal market is consid-
ered-as well as the devaluation of the
currency.

Another of the conclusions extracted
from the document is the decline in
spending on electricity among the man-
ufacturing industry, which contributes
to lower production. If in 2018 it con-
sumed 1,432 giga watts (GW) per hour, or
6.9 percent of total electricity consump-
tion, in 2023 it declined to 1,068 GH or
5.7 percent of the current 18,781.4.

The scene presented by the docu-
ment — despite being incomplete and
taking into consideration its representa-
tive sample of production — is one of an
industry that has practically been an-
nulled, even taking into account that it
is one a sector in which the government
has invested more money last year, with
16.854 billion pesos, or 17.5 percent of
the total and second only to tourism,
with 33.5 percent if both its component
areas are added.

US floating pier to improve
Gaza’s critical aid pipeline

By Paul Adams

AZAS latest aid corridor is about to open.
With some of the key land crossing points
till closed, an ambitious American maritime
corridor is due to start operating in the com-
ing days.

With 2.2 million Palestinians in need of food, shel-
ter and other assistance, how much difference will it
make?

Early on Thursday morning, a temporary pier, sev-
eral hundred metres long, was attached to the beach
just south of Gaza City.

Several miles offshore, a large floating platform has
already been anchored, ready to receive the first ship-
ments of aid from a staging post in Cyprus, 200 miles
(320km) to the north.

US officials say the first 500 tonnes of assistance will
arrive soon, with thousands more to follow.

Because of the shallowness of the waters off the Gaza

Strip, pallets of aid will be transported to the floating
platform before being ferried to the pier aboard logis-
tics support vessels (LSVs), capable of carrying up to
15 Lorries each.

Fleets of Lorries will ferry the aid ashore to a large
marshalling yard prepared and guarded by the Israeli
military.

From there, aid agencies - primarily the World Food
Programme - will be responsible for distributing sup-
plies across the Gaza Strip.

Vice-Adm Brad Cooper, deputy commander of US
Central Command, said he initially expected to see
about 90 Lorries a day delivering aid via the mari-
time route, known as a Joint Logistics Over-The-Shore
(JLOTS) capability.

He said this figure would rise to 150 Lorries a day.

“We have high expectation,” he told reporters on
Thursday, while making it clear that JLOTS are no sub-
stitute for properly functioning land corridors.

But given the threats faced by aid convoys, which

A military vessel seen on Thursday in the sea next to pier that will be used to bring aid ashore to Gaza.

have been looted by gangs, mobbed by
desperate civilians, and shot at by the
Israeli military, how safe will this opera-
tion be?

“Our assessment is clearly that we
can operate safely under current condi-
tions,” Vice-Adm Cooper said.

“We’ve worked very closely with the
IDF [Israel Defense Forces] to develop a
series of protocols and best practices.”

But following a series of episodes, in-
cluding an Israeli drone strike on 1 April
which killed seven aid workers from the
organisation World Central Kitchen, of-
ficials admit the wider operation is not
without risk.

It's one thing to bring aid ashore,
quite another to ensure that it's safely
distributed in places where fighting is
still going on.

“The deconfliction measures are not
where they need to be at, given the
complexity of the environment,” Ms
Korde said, referring to the procedures
used to help keep aid workers out of
harm’s way.

“Those conversations... need to get to
a place where humanitarian aid work-
ers feel safe.”

That certainly isn’t the case at the mo-
ment.

“It’s a highly insecure environment,”
Georgios Petropoulos of the UN’s Office
for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) said.

With the UN once again running
out of fuel and drivers sometimes too
frightened to show up for work, aid dis-
tribution remains perilous and patchy.

“It has to be part of a holistic logistical
ecosystem,” Mr Petropoulos said.

For aid agencies, anything that im-
proves the overall picture is welcome.

Most regard the JLOTS as an expen-
sive, less efficient substitute for land
corridors, and possibly fraught with
risk. But they seem willing to give it a
chance.

“We should not be distracted by how
things come into Gaza,” Mr Petropoulos
said.

“The United Nations in Gaza will work
to make sure that even the maritime
corridor is a safe place from which we
can help people.”

The UN was able to move some of
its existing supplies from warehouses
in the south to help meet the needs of

more than half a million
Palestinians who have
fled north from Rafah
over the past 10 days.

But with the Rafah
crossing  with  Egypt
closed and the nearby
Kerem Shalom crossing
with Israel barely func-
tioning, there’s a critical
break in the aid pipeline.

The UN says 4,000
tonnes of food and other
aid items remain stored
in warehouses in areas
subject to last week’s Is-
raeli evacuation orders in
eastern Rafah.

“It's a matter of time
before people realise that
nothing more is coming,”
Mr Petropoulos said.

The arrival of the JLOTS
is timely, but it seems
there’s only so much it
can do to improve Gaza’s
desperate humanitarian
situation.
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East Africa warned of im

pending food shortage

after floods devastate croplands, kill livestock

By Tony Malesi

THE heavy rainfall and floods
that have been battering East Af-
rica since March have submerged
thousands of acres of croplands
and killed thousands of livestock,
leaving the region vulnerable to an
imminent food shortage, according
to experts.

Alongside the loss of life, the ag-
ricultural devastation is immense
and has significant nutritional im-
plications. In Kenya alone, at least
9,973 livestock have been lost and
41,562 acres of cropland, includ-
ing crucial staple foods like maize,
have been swept away, with rice
fields submerged, according to au-
thorities.

Moreover, more than 60 roads,
many of which connect farmers to
fresh produce markets on a daily
basis, have been damaged and
rendered impassable, according
to records from the National Disas-
ter Operations Centre (NDOC) and
Kenya Red Cross Society.

The contamination of 1,465 clean
water sources, such as ponds, riv-
ers, and streams, which serve as
vital sources of aquatic foods, ex-
acerbates the situation. In some
instances, these water sources
have become breeding grounds for
deadly diseases like malaria, fur-
ther complicating the already dire
circumstances.

The World Food Programme and
other global humanitarian agen-
cies engaged in responding to the
flooding crisis across East Africa —
where over 26 million vulnerable
people were already facing hunger
before the flooding crisis — have ex-
pressed concerns about disrupted
food production.

Kenyan farmers count their
losses

According to humanitarian aid
organisation Action Against Hun-
ger, damaged infrastructure and
collapsed supply chains will inevi-
tably lead to a food shortage crisis,

putting vulnerable populations at
risk of hunger and malnutrition.

“Torrential downpours have sub-
merged over 41,000 acres of crop-
lands and thousands of livestock
have died or been lost amidst the
deluge. In a country where two-
thirds of people live in poverty and
many depend on agriculture for
their livelihoods, a hunger crisis
may be imminent,” the organisa-
tion said in a statement.

In parts of Central Kenya and
the Rift Valley region — the coun-
try’s reliable food baskets — farm-
ers have been asked to permit re-
sponse and rescue teams to create
large water diversions or channels
on their farms leading to nearby
streams.

“I am a rice farmer. Nearly six
acres of the crop have been de-
stroyed, amounting to almost Ksh
1 million ($7,633). I don’t know
where to begin. The entire field is
submerged in floodwater, and the
crop is now rotting away,” James
Odero, a farmer in Kenya’s Busia
County, told local media.

Odero’s sentiments echo those
of thousands of other distressed
farmers across the country. Speak-
ing to the media, Felix Mutua, a
farmer from Eastern Kenya, ap-
pealed to the government to com-
pensate those who have lost their
crops to aid in their recovery.

“The best thing the government
can do for farmers like myself,
who have lost over Ksh 2 million
($15,296) worth of investment, is
to provide us with free seeds and
fertilisers. We are also incurring
losses in the dairy sector. Milk
aggregators cannot reach us to
collect the commodity due to de-
stroyed roads,” said Mutua, adding
that some smallholder farmers are
stuck with rotting fresh produce
like cabbages, tomatoes, and car-
rots as roads to markets have been
severed.

In addition to agricultural losses
worth millions of shillings, Kenya’s
Ministry of Agriculture revealed

Crops in Kenya destroyed by floods.

that state corporation Kenya Seed Company has also
lost over 2,000 acres of seed under propagation.

“Agriculture has suffered greatly due to the flood
wrath caused by climate change. Everyone has wit-
nessed the ravages of floods,” said Paul Rono, agricul-
ture principal secretary.

Devastation in Tanzania

In Tanzania, floods have claimed lives and deci-
mated thousands of farmlands, with the Department
of Disaster Management in the Prime Minister’s Office
estimating a 30 per cent drop in food production.

“The rains and floods since January have left 155
dead and 236 injured and affected 200,000 people
and 51,000 households. In Pwani and Morogoro re-
gions alone, 76,700 hectares of farmland were flooded
and 10,800 households were displaced to temporary
camps and shelterss,” Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa
said in a recent statement to the Tanzanian Parlia-

ment.

With the majority of the Tanzanian population de-
pendent on agriculture and livestock, the relentless
floods have exacerbated food insecurity in the coun-
try. The ongoing floods in Eastern Africa have thus far
affected over one million people in Kenya, Tanzania,
Somalia, and Burundi, disrupting regional food pro-
duction, with experts predicting hunger in the coming

gascar, Malawi, Zambia, and Zimba-
bwe to declare states of emergency.

The situation in Zambia is par-
ticularly dire, prompting the
country’s cabinet to approve the
suspension of stringent measures,
including taxes, on all imported

weeks. maize last week to address the
shortage caused by drought.

Climate change disrupting regional food pro- In leaked ministerial corre-

duction spondence between the two coun-

The impacts of extreme weather events extend be-
yond the East Africa region, spreading across South-
ern Africa, where they pose a significant threat to food

security.

Throughout the Southern Africa region, El Nino
has exacerbated dry weather conditions and led to

tries, the Permanent Secretary in
Uganda’s Ministry of Agriculture,
David Kyomukama, confirmed re-
ceiving a request to supply up to
500,000 metric tonnes of grain to
drought-stricken Zambia.

decreased rainfall, prompting governments in Mada-

African Development Bank commits $2 billion as it leads the
way at landmark summit for access to clean cooking in Africa

PARIS

HE African Development
Bank Group pledged $2 bil-
lion over 10 years towards
clean cooking solutions in
Africa—a major step along the road
to saving the lives of 600,000 mainly
women and children each year.

Speaking at alandmark summit on
Clean Cooking in Africa held in Paris
this week, the Bank Group's Presi-
dent Dr Akinwumi Adesina, said the
institution would now commit 20
per cent of all its financing of energy
projects towards promoting safe al-
ternatives to cooking with charcoal,
wood and biomass.

Receiving heads of state and gov-
ernment, and leaders of interna-
tional organizations at the Elysee
Palace to discuss the outcomes of
the summit, French President Em-
manuel Macron, praised the African
Development Bank's leading role
and commitment to delivering clean
cooking in Africa. The summit result-
ed in $2.2 billion pledges from the
public and private sectors.

“As part of the Paris Pact for People
and the Planet, and with the commit-
ment of Tanzania, Norway, the Inter-
national Energy Agency, the African
Development Bank, and many other
partners, we are taking a step for-
ward against this silent scourge to-
day. We are mobilizing $2.2 billion to
provide clean alternatives to popula-
tions in Africa,” Macron said.

Addressing the summit plenary
yesterday, the African Development
Bank President noted that in Africa a
staggering 1.2 billion people lack ac-
cess to clean cooking facilities.

The Summit was co-chaired by
United Republic of Tanzania Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan, Norway
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre, Dr
Adesina and the Executive Director
of the International Energy Agency
Dr Fatih Birol.

In his passionate address, Adesina declared
that it was time to end the sight of African
women and girls, backs bent bearing heavy
loads, walking kilometres each day, often
with a lack of security just to cook daily fam-
ily meals. He noted that the tools for enabling
clean cooking access are readily available
and affordable but had not been sufficiently
prioritised.

“As a result over 10 years, six million peo-
ple, mainly women, will die prematurely.
That is not acceptable,” he told the summit
attended by some 20 African heads of state
and government, representatives of all lead-
ing international organisations and global
businesses.

“Access to clean cooking is about more than
cooking, it is about dignity... It is more than
about lighting a stove, it is about life itself. It
is about fairness, justice and equity for wom-
en,” Adesina said, recalling how as a youth he
had damaged his own eyesight blowing into
smoking wooden fires and how a friend had
died in a kerosene-related explosion.

Worldwide, the lack of access to clean

cooking affects over two billion people—
more than half of whom are in Africa, typical-
ly cooking over open fires and basic stoves.
Using charcoal, wood, agricultural waste, and
animal dung as fuel, they inhale harmful tox-
ic fumes and smoke with dire consequences
for health.

It is the second leading cause of premature
death in Africa. Opportunities for education,
employment and independence are also
severely impacted because women instead
spend hours each day foraging for rudimen-
tary fuels.

"This momentous summit on clean cook-
ing in Africa is the largest ever gathering
of leaders and policy makers dedicated to
confronting the issue of access to clean cook-
ing in Africa. We can fix it," Adesina added.
"There is nothing improved in continued
suffering. No woman in Africa should have
to cook again with firewood, charcoal or bio-
mass. It is time to restore dignity to women
who cook in Affrica."

The Bank's pledge of $200 million per year
represents an important contribution to the

$4 billion per year needed to allow African
families to have access to clean cooking by
2030.

In addition to its dramatic toll on human
lives, the lack of clean cooking facilities is one
of the main causes of deforestation in Africa.

International Energy Agency figures show
that globally 200 million hectares of forest,
110 million of them in Africa, were at risk be-
cause of the climatic effects of cooking with
charcoal, biomass, and wood. "Providing ac-
cess to clean cooking is not only right, fair
and just—it is also the globally responsible
thing to do," Adesina said in his address to the
Summit plenary session.

Adesina hailed the event in which close to
60 countries took part, with over 1,000 del-
egates in attendance, as a major turning point
on an issue which had gone too long unad-
dressed.

He added that commitments announced
at the summit go beyond the money alone—
they set out concrete steps on how govern-
ments, institutions and the private sector
can work together to solve the clean cooking

challenge this decade.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan of Tanzania
told the gathering that successfully advancing the
clean cooking agenda in Africa would contribute
towards protecting the environment, climate,
health, and ensuring gender equality.

"This summit underscores our commitment to
advancing this agenda and providing a framework
towards universal adoption of clean cooking fuels
and technologies across the continent," she said.

President Samia launched during COP28 a na-
tional programme to solve this challenge in Tan-
zania, and in other parts of Africa, with the African
Women Clean Cooking Support Program.

She made a strong call to the global commu-
nity to ensure a bold replenishment of the next
three-year cycle of the African Development Bank
Group's concessional window, the African Devel-
opment Fund. "To guarantee resources for clean
cooking, this summit has to call for a generous
next replenishment of the African Development
Fund that includes $12 billion for clean cooking,"
President Suluhu urged.

Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre of Norway
said: “Improving access to clean cooking is about
improving health outcomes, reducing emissions,
and creating opportunities for economic growth.
With today's summit, we have mobilized much
needed support, and built a diverse partnership
that together can make a real difference. Norway
is a steadfast supporter of clean cooking, and I was
pleased to announce today that we are committed
to investing approximately $50 million in this im-
portant cause.”

“This summit has delivered an emphatic com-
mitment to an issue that has been ignored by too
many people, for too long. We still have a long way
to go, but the outcome of this summit, $2.2 billion
committed, can help support fundamental rights
such as health, gender equality and education
while also reducing emissions and restoring for-
ests,” IEA Executive Director Birol declared.

Birol said the IEA would build on the summit's
achievements by continuing to play a convening
role to engage more willing partners and gener-
ate new funds to help meet the $4 billion a year
in capital investments required between now and
2030. Reaching this level of funding would enable
the world to deploy the stoves and fuel delivery
infrastructure needed to reach universal access to
clean cooking in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Political parties' limited number of women in
leadership and candidate lists: Some solutions

By Victoria Lihiru

TANZANIA, in keeping with global political trends,
reserves 30 percent of seats in parliament for wom-
en. These so-called special seats were introduced
with multiparty politics in 1992, in response to the
low numbers of women elected to positions of power.

There were only eight elected female parliamen-
tarians after the first multiparty elections in 1995.
Ten years later, 17 women were elected to parlia-
ment, representing 7 percent of legislative seats.

Fast forward to the 2020 General Election, women
make up 374 percent of parliament. However, only
27 women (10.2 percent) were elected directly from
the 264 constituencies.

Special seats are credited for increasing women’s
representation. This has enabled the passing of a
couple of “gender sensitive” laws. However, the spe-
cial seats system is not the magic bullet for achieving
gender equality in political representation across the
board.

While political parties have met the legal require-
ments for nominating women for special seats, con-
cerns linger about the parties’ internal commitment
to advancing women’s political participation.

In a recent paper I set out to assess whether the
main political parties voluntarily sought to increase
women’s participation in their internal leadership
positions and candidate lists. In particular, I exam-
ined whether their constitutions contained volun-
tary gender quotas beyond fulfilling the quotas in the
national statutes.

I found that the constitutions of both parties recog-
nised women’s rights to representation as enshrined
in international and regional conventions as well as
national laws, but these commitments largely start
and end with the establishment of a women’s wing.
Men dominate the parties’ decision making organs at
national and lower levels.

Since its establishment in 1992, Chama cha
Demokrasia na Maendeleo (Chadema) has never had
a woman among its six main national leaders. The
ruling Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM) named its first
female national chair and the first female deputy
general secretary-mainland only in 2021. That is 44
years after the party was formed in 1977.
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Where the parties stand

On the face of it, Tanzania has
advanced women’s representa-
tion. President Samia Suluhu Has-
san is one of the few female presi-
dents the African continent has
ever had. But that’s not by CCM’s
constitutional design. The office
of the president became vacant
on March 17th 2021, when John
Pombe Magufuli suddenly died in

power. Samia Suluhu Hassan, then
the first female vice president in
the history of Tanzania, became
president.

She was elected CCM’s chair
in keeping with the party’s tradi-
tion that the president is the party
leader.

In addition, for about two years,
Christina Mndeme held the posi-
tion of deputy general secretary-

B

D

18

19 20

21

22

y Felix Magezin: 0787 00 97 94

DOWN:

1. a punctuation mark (,) in

Kiswahili

2. a wooden frame for holding

an artist’s work in progress

3. oss or impairment of the
ower of voluntary movement.

n this Puzzle you have no clues, only a list of words
that all fit into the grid. The Guardian have given you
a head start.
W: AND
EID: INRO
RAT: ODE

'WOLFHOUND

ADO: BDS
FARE:SNOW

MAHA:RYOT
LOGS
FLUENCE

DEER

4. Pineapple in Kiswahili

ACROSS:

1. follow a winding course

8. Brother in Kiswahili

9. umph 10.extremely stupid

11.Again in Kiswahili

12. forming nouns denoting objects or parts
having a specified nature

5. aen

6. a small deer

7. dialect form of you
13. A guard in Kiswahili
15.Czar 16.set upright
17.diminish or end

M]L|]
0 l @ @l[ﬂl OVIE

ERJEINIGIEJT I | EEI
RJOJEB IEINID| DT |1

19.0f less than average height

mainland. She was the first woman to hold
such a position.

As gender representation is not embed-
ded in CCM’s constitution, progress was
shortlived.

CCM decision-makers: For instance, while
CCM had two women (33 percent) among
its six national party leaders in 2021 to De-
cember 2022, the number dropped to one
(16 percent) after the December 2023 inter-
nal elections under Suluhu’s watch.

The national structures of the two main
political parties show that commitment to
women’s participation is weak. Women now
make up 28 percent of the national general
assembly, 23 percent of the national execu-
tive committee, 25 percent of the central
committee, and 16 percent of the national
secretariat.

Chadema decision-makers: Over at
Chadema, women comprised 10 percent
of its national convention after the party’s
2019 election. Only 8.6 percent of the gov-
erning council are women, 15.6 percent of
the central committee, and 10 percent of
the national secretariat.

CCM would appear to be ahead with 16
percent—-28 percent of women in key deci-
sion-making organs compared to Chadema
(8 percent—15 percent). But both parties are
still below the 30 percent critical mass prin-
ciple established in the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action of 1995. They are
also way below the 50/50 men and women
representation required under the interna-
tional and regional conventions.

Similarly, the CCM and Chadema consti-
tutions do not set any numerical gender
representation goals in electing their lead-
ers and in nomination of candidates to local
and general elections.

Currently, women make up only 10.5 per-
cent of party chairpersons and only 10.5
percent of party secretary generals of 19
registered political parties. Women made
up 9.2 percent of all candidates for all posi-
tions in the 2020 general election..

All-male affair

At lower levels of party decision making,
the story is the same. Women form a small
minority in boards of trustees, advisory
councils and key departments.

CCM’s board of trustees has a chair and
eight members. At the time of my survey,
only one was a woman. Chadema fares
better on this score with equal representa-
tion of three men and three women. This is
both voluntary and temporary because the
party’s constitution is silent on the gender
composition of the board of trustees.

CCM’s advisory council is composed of
former presidents who, by custom, served
as CCM chairs for both Mainland and Zan-
zibar. The council also includes former
national party deputy chairs. Since its for-
mation in 1977, CCM’s advisory council has
been an all-male council.

Finally, representation at departmental
level reveals the same skew. Four of CCM’s
five departments are headed by men. Men
are at the helm of all Chadema’s four de-
partments, known as directorates.

Despite the difficulties in obtaining data,
the available information pointed towards
the same under-representation of women
in the lower administrative tiers of the two
parties.

Next steps

The low level of women’s representa-
tion requires CCM and Chadema, as well as
other political parties, to adopt voluntary
gender quotas for leadership positions and
candidates’ lists in line with the law govern-
ing political party affairs.

Alternatively, the law governing politi-
cal party affairs should set out the gender
representation numerical goals for par-
ties’ leadership positions, decision-making
organs and candidates’ lists, including re-
wards and penalties.

Victoria Lihiru is the lecturer, Faculty
of Law, The Open University of Tanzania
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Coast top in investing success,
small traders’ empowerment

By Guardian Correspondent, KIBAHA

Coast Region has excelled in creating a
conducive environment for investment
as well as providing designated spaces
for petty traders to sell their goods

Even though the designated business
spaces have not been officially allocated
to them yet, the region’s proactive efforts
have already been recognized in the as-
sessments conducted by business coun-
cils across 15 regions in the country.

This observation was made recently
by Chief Economist Mwamini Mkwizu
from the office of the Prime Minister
during his presentation at a training ses-
sion for the Coast Region Business Coun-
cil in Kibaha

Additionally, Mkwizu highlighted that
the region is excelling in agenda prepa-
ration by elevating them from mere
questions.

He mentioned that Mtwara region
sets a precedent in the business council,
holding decisive meetings. Conversely,
Tabora region falls short as it report-
edly doesn’t hold any Council meetings
based on the assessment.

Previously, Abubakar Kunenge, the
Regional Commissioner for Coastal re-
gion, emphasized during the council’s
opening session the importance of ad-
dressing current obstacles to enhance
the region’s contribution to the national
income in alignment with the prevailing

investment landscape.

Kunenge further instructed the facili-
tating institute to establish a welcoming
environment for investors, ensuring the
region remains an attractive destination
for investment.

He expressed his desire to avoid hear-
ing about investments in the region fail-
ing or relocating to another area.

The RC stressed that the council
should prioritize the President’s direc-
tives to boost the economy and attract
more investors by fostering a favorable
business and investment environment.

“Our Chamber of Commerce should
set a unique standard for others to fol-
low and learn from. As we address cur-
rent challenges, it’s crucial to have a
clear vision of our destination,” empha-
sized RC Kunenge.

Conrad Milinga, Director of Econom-
ic Empowerment and Private Sector
Development at the Office of the Prime
Minister, Parliamentary Policy and Co-
ordination, highlighted that the train-
ing aims to enhance the capabilities of
business councils to effectively collabo-
rate with the private sector as strategic
partners.

Milinga emphasized that the coun-
cils should recognize the pivotal role of
the private sector in driving economic
growth, creating job opportunities, and
enhancing the value of goods and ser-
vices.

Hundreds of investor
fraud cases reported
on State House portal

Kampala

AT least 271 cases of investor fraud
have been recorded by the State House
Investors’ Protection Unit (SHIPU) on-
line portal since its launch five months
ago.

Edith Nakalema, the State House In-
vestors’ Protection Unit commander
who was speaking about the one year
since SHIPU was established, revealed
that of the 271 cases, the biggest were
lodged by local investors, amounting
(171) while the rest were from foreign
ones. She adds that 57 cases of land fraud
were the most reported complaints.

Land fraud cases were followed by
soliciting of bribes, unnecessary delays
and bureaucracy, financial (loan) relat-
ed matters, mediation and arbitration
issues, extortion, impersonation, and
taxation-related complaints.

The portal, which translates into more
than ten languages both local and for-
eign, according to Nakalema, says it is a
game-changer for Uganda’s investment
environment.

The unit commander adds that of the
reported cases, 263 were followed up
and concluded within the same pe-ri-
od, citing an example of an Indian inves-
tor who was about to lose prime prop-
erty in Kampala worth one 75 million
dollars over a loan facility, as her land
title certificate was shortchanged by
the ministry of lands officials during the
Christmas holiday when no one is ex-
pected to be in the office.

“There is an Indian whose property
is worth USD 76 million, here at Kan-
jokya, it was being taken by the Bank
of India on Christmas, and on the 26th
I was here. It was about a loan that she
was about to complete, it was remain-
ing with less than 10 percent. So they
attached her property, and they worked
with someone in lands, they were trans-
ferring her title into the bank’s name. I
had to come and look for the principal
judge, and this was during the Christmas
holiday when everybody was out of the
office,” she explained.
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A $2million worth project launched
in Dodoma to assist poultry farmers

By Correspondent
Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

HE international

and local live-

stock institutes

are teaming-up
with the potential poul-
try sector stakeholders to
introduce a major project
targeting to improve and
accelerate chicken keep-
ing activities towards the
youth and women poul-
try farmers in Dodoma
region.

Bankrolled by the US-
AIDS at a far tune of at
least $2million, the two
-year initiative have been
hatched to expand ac-
cess to improved breeds
of dual-purpose backyard
village chickens, especially
commercial broilers and
layers, and is expected
to reach out to a total of
18,000 farmers in Dodoma
rural and urban.

Dubbed  ‘Accelerated
Innovation Delivery Ini-
tiative -Livestock’ (AID-L)
Tanzania, the robust ini-
tiative which has been de-
signed for implementation
across all eight districts of
Dodoma region also focus-
es to support cost-share of
start-ups and scale-ups, as
well as reducing morbidity
and mortality of poultry
through advisories and
mass media.

The institution institu-
tions behind the mean-
ingful economic project
include the International
Livestock Research Insti-
tute (ILRI), Tanzania Live-
stock Research Institute
(TALIRI), International
Maize and Wheat Im-
provement Center (CIM-
MYT), and Land O lakes
Venture 37.

And the stakeholders
in the project incorporate
Silverlands Tanzania Lim-
ited, Interchick Company
Ltd and the Poultry Asso-
ciation of Tanzania (PAT)
to mention but a few.

The hatched initiative, is
a brainchild of the South-
ern Africa Accelerated
Innovation Delivery Initia-
tive (AID-I) Rapid Delivery
Hub, the $50million worth
36-month initiative which
is being implemented
in the four countries of
Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Malawi, Zam-
bia and Tanzania, focusing
to reach out to a total of 3
million beneficiaries.

Speaking yesterday
during launching of the
initiative, Adolf Jeremiah,
the research coordinator
for ILRI in Tanzania ex-
pressed that the initiative
was working to empower
the poultry farmers in the
region to modern tech-
nologies so as to execute

Adolf Jeremiah, a research coordinator for ILRI, makes a point at the launch of an
‘Accelerated Innovation Delivery Initiative Livestock’ project held yesterday in Dodoma.

Photo: Valentine Oforo

their activities more com-
mercially and with needed
productivity.

He expressed that the
project was a gender-
based responsive private
sector- led women and
youth - focused improved
chicken - based inter-
vention to contribute to
improved food and nu-
trition security and rural
incomes, saying it will
run for 18 consecutive
months.

Among others tar-
geted outcomes, accord-
ing to Jeremiah is to fur-
ther increasing access
to improved breeds by
the involved number of
the project’s beneficiar-
ies through women and
youth -focused broader
units and vendors.

“The initiative will also
work to heighten access
to bundled advisory ser-
vices, inputs, and off- tak-
ers through agri-entrepe-
neurs,” he communicated.

Talking about support-
ing cost- share of start-ups
and scale-ups, he said the
initiative target to increase
business oriented for at
least 80 women and youth
broader, and 200 vendors
through capacity building
and actor linkages.

“As per the project’s de-
sign, an entrepreneurial
ecosystem approach to
delivery module will be

applied, to increase ac-
cess to investment capital
(cost shared and village
saving and loan groups), “
he expressed.

To be implemented
in the nature of gender-
transformative in private
sector - led, the robust
project focuses to solve
the myriad challenges
troubling the poultry
farmers, in both rural and
urban areas of Dodoma
region.

“Poultry, if managed
professionally, is a simple
and short-term income
generating project which
can allow the involved
households to escape
from the shackles of pov-
erty, “ he observed.

Under the project’s roll-
ing-out, he detailed that
the county’s key chicken
producer companies will
hatch and produce to the
farmers the best improved
and vaccinated chicken
breeds, and there will be a
constructive move to sen-
sitize the financial institu-
tions to inject the farmers
will friendly capital loans.

“Were going also to en-
sure the beneficiary poul-
try farmers are linkage
to profitable and assured
markets,” he added.

In her remarks, the
Dodoma Regional Com-
missioner (RC) Rosemary
Senyamule who graced

the project’s official incep-
tion event, challenged the
youth and women in the
region to make full use of
the prestigious economic
opportunity.

She observed, basing
on the fact that at least
72 percent of the people
in the region are banking
on farming and livestock,
the initiated project was
meaningful to scale up
the economy of a record
number of households, as
well as the entire region as
awhole.

“We, at Dodoma are
impressed with the crop-
ping up of this project in
our side as it will unlock a
number of potential eco-
nomic and job opportuni-
ties throughout its rele-
vant value chain activities,
“ she appreciated, added:
“At the government level,
we’re ready to accelerate
the mission,”

Adding his voice to the
project, Amos Omore, the
ILRI Regional Representa-
tive, Eastern and Southern
Africa unveiled that the
project is for expanding
the availability of chicken
meat and eggs in Dodoma
region.

He said poultry offers
greater opportunity to
improve livelihoods and
economy, urged the citi-
zens in all districts of Do-
doma to stand at fore in

order to benefit from the
key initiative.

“Currently, population is
growing faster and people
are urbanising to the tune
of consuming more ani-
mal sources of foods, in-
cluding chicken, and thus,
this project has surfaced at
aright time,” he observed.

Presenting the project’s
donors remarks, Junior
Ndesanjo, the Project Man-
agement Specialist - Agri-
culture, USAID, the world’s
premier international
development agency and
a catalytic actor have de-
cided to fund the initiative
with an eye to improve
productivity in the poultry
sector value chain in Do-
doma region.

He briefed, the World
Animal Production (WAP)
Africa 2017, United Nations
(FAO) statistics and Neth-
erlands Africa Business
Council (NABC) analysis
2017 shows that Tanzania
produces more chicken
layers, broilers than neigh-
bouring Kenya and Ugan-
da.

He further detailed, the
market growth for the sec-
tor in Tanzania is current-
ly at 5 percent potentially,
reaching $403million as of
2023.

“The poultry consump-
tion in east africa has
been growing significant-
ly, whereby presence of
breeds is less than 5 per-
cent with investment in
day old chicken hatcher-
ies, breeds and research, “
he informed.

According to him, the
USAID Grain and Feed Re-
port of April 2024 depicts
that feed consumption
is anticipated to shrink
by 10 percent, to at least
450,000 metric tons (MT)
as poultry and livestock
companies either reduce
their stock, or exist pro-
duction due to high pro-
tein food crops.

“As per the report in
question, local feed man-
ufacturers reported that
most soybeans extrusion
in Tanzania have closed
operations as they can-
not source affordable soy-
beans for producing feed.
Most soybeans for animal
feed are imported from
countries like Malawi and
Zambia, “ he unveiled.

Over 80 percent of
households across Tan-
zania keeps chicken, ac-
cording to the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS),
2021, and they keep about
75 million chicken, equiva-
lent to 85 percent of the
total poultry production
nationally, a significant
part of the livestock’s con-
tribution to 26 percent of
agri-GDP.

The role of clean cooking investments in Africa’s growth story

Peter George (R) from Spark+ Africa Fund and Amena Bakr from Energy Intelligence discussB

clean cooking

By Guardian Correspondent

AN exclusive one-on-one con-
versation at the Invest in African
Energy (IAE) 2024, organized by
Energy Capital & Power, delved
into the ways financing solutions
can bolster the expansion of clean
cooking solutions in sub-Saharan
Africa.

During an in-conversation dis-
cussion Partner and Co-Invest-
ment Director at Spark+ Africa
Fund Peter George and Senior
Research Analyst at Energy In-
telligence Amena Bakr explored
how investments in innovative
technologies for clean cooking on
the African continent are poised
to transform communities across
the continent.

According to a statement is-
sued yesterday by Energy Capital

& Power and made available to
this journalist, during a discus-
sion, Peter George, partner and
co-investment director at Spark+
Africa Fund and Amena Bakr,
senior research analyst at Energy
Intelligence; explored how invest-
ments in innovative technologies
for clean cooking in Africa are
poised to transform communities.

“From a market opportunity
standpoint, $20-40 billion a year
is spent in African markets on
cooking fuel, which is a huge mar-
ket for the LPG industry, for elec-
trification to enable the uptake of
electric cooking stoves and ferti-
lizer that can increase crop yields
for farmers,” George stated, add-
ing, “There are all these different
ways to address this energy access
gap and a lot of market opportuni-
ties.”

It was noted during the exclu-
sive one-on-one conversation that
clean cooking is poised to save at
least 200 million hectares of for-
ests globally by 2030. Clean cook-
ing will also reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by up to 1.9 gigatons
of CO2 emissions equivalent per
year, roughly equal to all emis-
sions from airplanes and ships
today.

“Clean cooking is thought to
touch on 11 of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals,” George said,
stating, “If you look at the cost
from the standpoint of deforesta-
tion and lost productivity, there
are all sorts of ways in which you
can quantify people lacking ac-
cess to modern infrastructure.
This cost is something like $2.4
trillion - in Africa, the cost is about
$800 million.”

According to George, by taking
concessional investment from
the public sector, local and inter-
national companies can leverage
private capital from more com-
mercially oriented investors who
seek higher-return profiles in Af-
rica’s developing market.

“Affordability is key, especially
when it comes to Africa,” stated
Bakr.

A partnership between the Af-
rican Refiners and Distributors
Association and the Global LPG
Partnership to mobilize $1 billion
in funding for clean energy solu-
tions was announced during the
TAE 2024 summit’s first day. The
aim of the fund will be to make
the funds available to promote a
sustainable transition to cleaner
fuels for cooking.
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Environmental faction addresses energy poverty in Africa

By Guardian Reporter

HE second annual ‘In-

vest in African Energy’

forum took place in Paris

from May 14-15, uniting
over 750 African officials and global
investors with the aim of increas-
ing investment in African energy
projects, however, despite the posi-
tive atmosphere, an environmental
group staged a disruption during the
forum.

The event served as a clarion call
to accelerate sustainable energy in
Africa, with discussions centered
on financing African renewable en-
ergy projects, advancing clean gas
projects and mapping a just energy
transition in Africa.

A statement issued yesterday
by the African Energy Chamber
(AEC) has that despite the rally-
ing support by Europe and the US
to make energy poverty history in
Africa, environmental organization
‘Friends of the Earth’ chose to dis-
rupt proceedings at the end of the
two-day event, causing panic by
deploying fake grenades and driv-
ing delegates and officials out of
the venue.

This blatant attack on the com-
panies and authorities that are
making great strides towards de-
veloping Africa is a blatant attack
on the continent itself, and shows
the biased and anti-African agenda
of the organization.

Unidentified members of Friends of the Earth staged a disruption at an energy event in Paris, France. Photo courtesy of

AEC

The statement further indicated
that this is not the first time that
Friends of the Earth has taken di-
rect action towards keeping Africa
undeveloped and in the dark.

The organization continues to
disrupt the development of the
East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EA-
COP) in Uganda, a project which
stands to transform both the coun-
try and neighboring Tanzania.

In 2020, the organization issued
a legal case against TotalEnergies
for the development of the project,

a battle which it continues to wage
despite the support by the coun-
tries themselves for the project.
Meanwhile, in Mozambique,
the organization has been fight-
ing against the development of the
country’s natural gas projects - a
clean, widely available and afford-
able energy resource for the coun-
try. The group sued the UK govern-
ment over its financial support for
Mozambique LNG - a 43 million ton
per annum offshore project devel-
oped by France’s TotalEnergies.

It is worth noting that since the
start of production at the Eni-led
Coral Sul FLNG project in 2022,
Mozambique’s GDP grew 6 percent
in just one year, highlighting the
role just one gas project can play
in the country. Fortunately for Mo-
zambique, the UK Supreme Court
rejected the organization’s appli-
cation to appeal its case against a
decision by the UK government to
fund the gas project.

The organization’s legal battles
and obstruction doesn’t stop there.

In South Africa, their actions ex-
tend to opposing projects by com-
panies like Shell, impeding finan-
cial support for these ventures, and
therefore, deepening the country’s
energy Crisis.

Shell is trying to explore for oil
and gas offshore South Africa, in
a basin where major discoveries
have been made in Namibia. Or-
ganizations such as Friends of the
Earth continue to disrupt this, in-
stigating legal battles that stand to
deepen the country’s energy crisis
even further. Is eight to ten hours
of loadshedding not enough for the
organization?

However, AEC remains unde-
terred. Representing the voice of
the African energy sector, the AEC
remains committed to engaging
with communities, investors and
like-minded individuals who sup-
port Africa’s right to choose its en-
ergy sources.

“The AEC advocates for a prag-
matic approach that embraces all
forms of energy, including coal,
natural gas, renewables and oil. We
stress the importance of construc-
tive engagement with all parties
involved and oppose actions that
hinder Africa’s energy progress,”
stated NJ Ayuk, Executive Chair-
man of the AEC.

Adding: “We believe that compa-
nies like TotalEnergies and Peren-
co, along with other international
firms, are contributing positively

by creating jobs and opportunities.
Attacking or demonizing these
companies, does not address the
climate crisis.”

According to Friends of the
Earth’s website, the vision of
the organization is a “peaceful
and sustainable world based on
societies living in harmony with
nature.” The irony here is that
the organization continuously
shows aggressive acts towards
people, companies and events
advocating for equality, justice
and progress.

Ayuk was of the view that if
the organization has bothered
to take part in the Paris event,
listen to the discussions and wit-
ness the topics, they would real-
ize that the very companies and
projects they are attacking are
the ones promoting a sustain-
able and clean energy future.

Friends of the Earth Africa - its
African-based group - calls on
world governments to adopt their
plan to achieve 100 percent renew-
able energy in Africa by 2050. Yet,
this group’s parent organization at-
tacked an energy event that sought
to promote investments in African
energy - specifically, clean energy.

“Friends of the Earth has proven
time and time again that they are
not friends of Africa. They would
rather see the continent remain in
the dark than developed through
sustainable energy,” Ayuk affirmed.

Mozambique, Angola to emerge as key global
LNG suppliers as new projects bolster output oppose16 pct

By Guardian Reporter

FOLLOWING the com-
pletion of major offshore
gas projects, Mozam-
bique will become the
fourth largest LNG pro-
ducer worldwide, with
more than 30 million tons
brought to market. The
country’s inaugural FLNG
facility started production
in 2022, with the coun-
try recording a 6 percent
growth in its GDP the fol-
lowing year. Similarly, An-
gola; through the Angola
LNG project, witnessed a
14 percent year-on-year
growth in LNG exports in
2023.

A statement issued yes-
terday by the Energy Capi-
tal & Power and shared to
this paper, indicated that
a CLG-sponsored panel
discussion during the sec-
ond annual Invest in Afri-
can Energy forum in Paris,
France; unpacked the role
LNG has played in these
markets, with speakers ex-
ploring strategies for gas
monetization in emerging
markets. As one of Afri-
ca’s newest LNG exporters,
Mozambique has rapidly
emerged as a highly at-
tractive offshore gas mar-
ket. The Eni-led Coral Sul
FLNG project delivered its

Energy experts exploring strategies for gas monetization in emerging markets at a forum in Paris. Photo courtesy of Energy

Capital & Power

first cargo in 2022, setting
the stage for the country
to become a major player
in the global gas market.
“Mozambique has huge
potential when it comes
to natural resources, and
when it comes to gas, this
potential is even higher.
We operate Coral in Mo-
zambique and it is a clear
example of the role of gas.
Coral was the first FLNG
in ultra-deepwater world-
wide. The impact of this
project for the country
is huge. In 2023, the GPD
of the country increased
by 6 percent - half of this

jects across the value chain.
“To support gas monetiza-
tion, we advocate for policies
that would drive the main
operators - be it service com-
panies or project operators
- to engage using gas and
monetize it under the guid-
ance of the Ministry. We also
promote collaboration - both
cross-country and internal.
[Financing] is also a role the
association plays, by promot-
ing and bringing financing
mechanisms into the coun-
try to support development,”
stated Braulio de Brito, Chair-
man of the Board of AECIPA.
Natural gas stands to sup-
port electrification and in-
dustrialization in Africa, if the
right investment is directed

growth was related to the
sale of gas from Coral,”
stated Marica Calebrese,
Managing Director, Eni Ro-
vuma Basin.

In addition to the Coral
South project, Eni hopes
to make FID for the Rovu-
ma LNG project this year.
The project monetizes gas
from three fields in the
Mamba complex in the
first phase, with the de-
velopment of two onshore
liquefaction trains ena-
bling the export of LNG.

Meanwhile, Angola
plans to utilize gas to sup-
ply 25 percent of its energy

needs by 2025, with de-
velopments in associated
gas production and LNG
serving as a catalyst for
achieving this goal. Play-
ers across the market are
implementing strategies to
reduce flaring and bolster
LNG production. Specifi-
cally, Afentra is developing
a zero-flaring approach at
its recently acquired Block
3/05 in Angola.

According to Ian Cloke,
COO of Afentra, “There is a
pipeline 5km north of the
asset, which goes from the
deepwater fields straight
to Angola LNG. One of

the plans going forward is to
gather the gas, compress it
and then pump it 5km to the
LNG import line. Then you
have a way to take an asset
that has been flaring a lot and
take it to zero flaring.”

For Angolan service provid-
ers, the expansion of Angola’s
natural gas market means
new opportunities for com-
panies regarding contracts,
participation and growth.
Platforms such as the As-
sociation of Service Provid-
ers of the Angolan Oil & Gas
Industry (AECIPA) facilitate
participation by connecting
companies to emerging pro-

towards domestic infrastruc-
ture. Ghana - with 1.7 trillion
cubic feet of gas reserves - has
a gas processing plant that
produces 240,000 tons of
LPG and 46,000 tons of con-
densate in about 15,000 tons
of isopentane.

“The gas processing plant
in Ghana produces isopen-
tane, and companies are try-
ing to turn that gas into elec-
tricity. The challenge faced is
investment. Today, compa-
nies have the technology to
make that happen but it falls
down to investment,” stated
David Pappoe Jr, CEO of Ener-
gas West Africa Limited.

Brazzaville to launch national gas firm, with local demand in mind

Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua, Minister of Hydrocarbons of the Republic of

Congo. Photo courtesy of Energy Capital & Power

By Guardian Reporter

THE minister of Hydrocarbons of
the Republic of Congo (ROC), Bru-
no Jean-Richard Itoua, shed light
on the country’s oil and gas devel-
opment plans on Wednesday, as
the Invest in African Energy forum
in Paris came to a close.

A statement issued yesterday by
Energy Capital & Power, and shared
to this paper, has that the minister
confirmed that the government is
prioritizing the formation of a gas
master plan and comprehensive
gas code and will establish a na-
tional gas company by Q3 2024.

It was noted that currently, ROC
has successfully fast-tracked the
development of several large-scale
LNG projects in recent months, in-
cluding Eni’s Congo LNG and Wing
Wah’s multi-phase Banga Kayo pro-

jects.

“Gas will be transformed mainly
for the local market. Gas, LPG, LNG
- this is the main target. If there is
any excess, then we will export it.
In terms of exporting, it will not be
for Europe, but for the sub-region,
where the needs are also very
high,” stated Minister Itoua.

The Congolese Minister under-
scored the role of public-private
sector cooperation in advancing
integrated gas projects and driv-
ing upstream investment, with a
view to increasing production and
achieving market stability, target-
ing as much as a 60 percent oil
production increase in one to two
years.

The country has also seen recent
merger and acquisition activity,
with Trident Energy acquiring Con-
golese assets from Chevron and To-

talEnergies last month.

“Maybe 95 percent of investment
in the oil sector in the Congo comes
from the 10Cs,” said the Minister.
“Our responsibility [as the govern-
ment] is to create the best business
environment, best legal network
and best facilities to attract inves-
tors and partners interested in
building solutions with us.”

Speaking on the intersection
between energy security and tran-
sition, Minister Itoua positioned
universal access to electricity and
clean cooking as key priorities for
ROC and the continent.

“Our starting point is to solve
energy poverty, not only for our-
selves, but for the world. Is energy
security in opposition to the ener-
gy transition? No - we can do both
at the same time.”

Kenya bankers

VAT on financial
transactions

Nairobi

THE Kenya Bankers Association (KBA) has
urged the government and the National Assem-
bly to reconsider the proposed imposition of a
16 percent Value Added Tax (VAT) on financial
transactions outlined in the Finance Bill, 2024.

“It has long been established that while VAT
applies to payments for goods and services, bank
charges are a cost recovery rather than a direct
payment for goods or services. Therefore, bank
charges have not traditionally been considered
VATable,” stated Raimond Molenje, Acting CEO
of the Kenya Bankers Association.

The Finance Bill 2024 proposes VAT on vari-
ous financial services including; issuance of cred-
it and debit cards; telegraphic money transfer
services; foreign exchange transactions, includ-
ing the supply of foreign drafts and international
money orders, cheque handling, processing,
clearing and settlement, including special clear-
ance or cancellation or cancellation of cheques.

Other services include; issuance of securities
for money, including bills of exchange, promis-
sory notes, money and postal orders; the assign-
ment of a debt for consideration; the provision
of financial services on behalf of another on a
commission basis; management and related in-
surance consultancy services; actuarial services;
and services of insurance assessors and loss ad-
justers

“The increased cost of banking to customers
will hinder financial inclusion efforts, particu-
larly affecting low-income individuals and small
businesses. Combined with Excise Duty, the total
taxation on financial services would rise to 40
percent from the current 15 percent (excise duty
only), significantly impacting affordability and
accessibility.”

Regarding foreign exchange transactions, the
proposed VAT will widen the margin charged on
FX transactions. This could pose risks to econom-
ic growth by taxing export proceeds and hinder-
ing the competitiveness of Kenyan products, po-
tentially deterring foreign investments, reversing
the recovery of the tourism industry, and impact-
ing foreign currency reserves and the stability
of the Kenya shilling. The VAT application on FX
transactions could also lead to increased costs,
including fuel prices, reversing efforts to stabilize
the cost of living.

“Finance Bill 2024 introduces both Tobin Tax
and Robinhood Tax through the removal of VAT
exemptions for banking transactions. This will
increase the cost of basic banking services, raise
the cost of credit, and potentially drive transac-
tions to the black market. Kenya has been a lead-
er in financial inclusion globally; an unnecessary
tax on banking transactions will make the coun-
try less competitive. Large FX transactions may
be offshored,” stated Kenya Bankers Association
Chairman John Gachora, CEO of NCBA Bank, on
X (formerly Twitter).
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SA ambitious plan: 14,500 MW nuclear
target by 2050 with a natural gas focus

By Guardian Correspondent

Bribes and ‘Bush Clearing’

We visited each other’s
businesses. This was eye-
opening. They all had won-
derful businesses. And giving
bribes was not something
some of them did. It was
something all of them did.
For many, strategically giv-
ing bribes was a core compe-
tency.

Bribes in the US only be-
come important at the level of
Boeing, Pfizer, Halliburton, etc
but in Africa it’s part of every-
day life for startup founders
right from the beginning.

Now I understood better.
Or I thought I understood. Be-
cause one day a guest lecturer
came to the business group
who had founded and ran
a huge local company. “T've
never paid a bribe,” he said.
“The other week I was caught
by the police. They said ‘pay a
bribe or go to the police sta-
tion.” So I said ‘Let’s go to the

By Kyle Schutter

WHEN working with inter-
national investors you'll have
to do some cross-cultural
translations which go beyond
language.

It took me 5 years to learn
so maybe I can save you some
time... useful for both foreign
and African founders.

I arrived in Africa (I'll keep
specifics vague to protect the
innocent in this article) as a 23
year old ready to fix Africa’s
rural energy. How hard could
it be, right? Among other
plans, my goal was to never
give a bribe. As westerners
we believe avoiding bribes is
sacred-it’s part of our secular
religion that we never think to
question.

But after some time, I real-
ized, democracy came to Af-
rica on a boat. Before white
people, Africans had a perfect-

OUTH Africa plans to add

14,500 MW of nuclear capac-

ity by 2050 under its 2023

Integrated Resource Plan,
currently in the draft stage. At the
same time, the country targets over
7000 MW of natural gas capacity as
it moves to address persistent power
supply challenges.

A statement made available to this
journalist yesterday from Energy Capi-
tal & Power, indicated that a panel dis-
cussion at the second annual Invest in
African Energy Forum in Paris France;
unpacked opportunities across both
the country and broader region’s en-
ergy sector.

Speakers highlighted untapped op-
portunities in nuclear, mineral develop-
ment and natural gas, advocating for a

Koeberg nuclear power station. File Photo

announced 10 billion barrels of oil in ~ why nuclear can be a true contribu-  Cassim, Chief Financial Officer of Es-

diversified energy mix to support eco- place at the Mopane well. There is a  tor [to supply]. Nuclear energy is the  kom, discussed South Africa’s plans ly fine system that involved Police station.”“

nomic growth. scenario where Namibia has about 8  only carbon-free energy resource that  to increase nuclear power capacity by patronage to the local chief. Afterwards I talked to my
Paul Eardley-Taylor, Head of Oil and billion barrels of oil recoverable. Thisis ~ can produce electricity and heat at the ~ an additional 2,500 MW between the | They didnt need a complex groupmates, impressed.

Gas Coverage Southern Africa at Stand-  good news for South Africa in that the  same time.” period 2031 and 2035. Faced with an | system of millions of pages “Wow! so he has never paid a

ard Bank, drew insight into recent Orange Basin - where these discoveries Dr. Leon highlighted some of the energy crisis, South Africa is exploring of writing. People back then bribe.”.

milestones across the regional energy
market, spotlighting Mozambique’s off-
shore gas projects, Namibia’s string of
oil and gas discoveries and Zimbabwe’s
onshore gas exploration. Given the en-
ergy crisis in South Affrica, these initia-
tives stand to support energy security
through regional trade.

“Since 2022, Namibia has made 11
discoveries. The big announcement

were made - extends to the country,”
Eardley-Taylor stated.

Diversification of the energy mix and
the utilization of critical minerals were
further explored by the panelists. Dr.
Sama Bilbao y Leo6n, Director General
of the World Nuclear Association, ad-
vocated for nuclear power as a clean
transitional energy source. Dr. Le6n
noted, “Africa’s priority is to energize.

challenges associated with nuclear de-
velopment. She underscored the sub-
stantial infrastructure requirements
of nuclear projects, with construction
times spanning ten years but providing
energy supply for the next century.

She asked: “The real question is not
how much does it cost to invest in en-
ergy but how much does it cost not to
invest in energy.”

diversification options for its power
supply. In addition to nuclear, Cassim
stressed the need for transition fuels
such as natural gas, stating “While we
move to renewables, we need some
transition fuels. Gas is critical and part
of our mix going forward. We will in-
vest 3,000 MW in Richard’s Bay gas.
You can’t industrialize without power;
we need to come together and stabilize

didn’t even need a writing sys-
tem; they didn’t have one.

Now Africa has a mixture
of the traditional systems and
democracy. We call it corrup-
tion.

Years ago I joined a business
group-widely known for its
strong moral values- in Kenya.
I was the only white guy and

They all laughed. “Kyle, of
course he has paid bribes. You
don’t get where he is without
paying bribes. Everyone pays
bribes. When an African says
that in front of an audience we
are winking at each other. He
must be trying to raise money
from some Americans so he
needs to impress them with

was made by Galp [this year], which  This is why we are trying to explain Building on Dr. Leon’s remarks, Calib ~ the economy.” the youngest. his purity.
Lagos terwave. Over the last
fourteen months, organ-
PAN-AFRICAN payment ized security breaches
startup, Flutterwave, has have compromised the
confirmed that there was company’s ability to pro-
asecurity breachinone of tect customers’ funds. In
its customer platforms but ~ October last year, 19 bil-
claims no money was sto- lion Naira was illegally
len after early detection. channelled out to 6,000
In a statement postedin  bank accounts after un-
the company’s blog, Flut- authorized POS transac-
terwave says it recorded tions.
suspicious activity within In March last year, 550
the said platform in April million Naira was lost
this year and proactively to 107 bank accounts. A
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This Jan 10, 2023, aerial panoramic photo shows a view of Lujiazui area in the China
(Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone in Shanghai, China. XINHUA

UN gives cautiously optimistic
near-term global economic outlook

UNITED NATIONS

GLOBAL economic prospects
have improved thanks to strong
performances in the United States
and large emerging economies,
although vulnerabilities remain,
says a UN report released on
Thursday.

The world economy is now pro-
jected to grow 2.7 percent in 2024
and 2.8 percent in 2025, according
to a mid-year update of the Janu-
ary 2024 World Economic Situa-
tion and Prospects report.

The January report predicted a
2.4 percent global growth rate for
2024 and 2.7 percent for 2025.

The upward revisions mainly re-
flect a better outlook in the United
States and several large emerging
economies, notably Brazil, India
and Russia.

The outlook for China registers
a small uptick with growth now
expected to be 4.8 percent in
2024, compared with 4.7 percent
in the January 2024 forecast.

The US economy has remained
remarkably upbeat in the face of
sustained high interest rates, so
far defying the expectations of a
slowdown or a “soft landing,” says
the report. The latest forecast for
the United States points to 2.3 per-
cent growth in 2024, instead of 1.4
percent in the January prediction.

Outperforming other developed
economies, the US economy is
projected to grow 1.7 percent in
2025 and inflation is projected to
fall to 2.3 percent in 2025, with the
unemployment rate remaining
relatively unchanged, it says.

India’s economy is now expect-
ed to grow 6.9 percent in 2024,
0.7 percentage points higher than
the January forecast. Russia, de-
spite the war in Ukraine, will see
a growth rate of 2.7 percent, much
higher than the January forecast
of 1.3 percent. Brazil, another ma-
jor emerging market, is expected
to grow 2.1 percent, half a percent-
age point higher than the January
prediction.

growth remains unchanged at 1.2 per-
cent. Britain’s economy, which remains
in the low-growth territory, is now fore-
cast to grow 0.8 percent instead of 0.4
percent.

Although the economic outlook for de-
veloped economies is revised up from 1.3
percent to 1.6 percent for 2024, the Eu-
ropean Union’s growth is revised down
from 1.2 percent to 1.0 percent.

Africa and Western Asia are the other
two regions that will see slower-than-ex-
pected growth.

The report revises down Africa’s
growth rate from 3.5 percent to 3.3 per-
cent. In Western Asia, growth is now ex-
pected to be 2.7 percent instead of 2.9
percent.

Developing economies as a whole will
grow 4.1 percent in 2024, instead of 4.0
percent. For the least developed coun-
tries, however, growth is now forecast at
4.8 percent, lower than the 5.0 percent
predicted in January.

Global trade in goods and services is
expected to grow 3.2 percent in 2024, up
from 2.4 percent predicted in January.

The report cautions that the outlook
is only cautiously optimistic. Higher-for-
longer interest rates, debt sustainability
challenges, continuing geopolitical ten-
sions and ever-worsening climate risks
continue to pose challenges to growth,
threatening decades of development
gains, especially for least developed
countries and small island developing
states.

On average, global growth in the com-
ing years is expected to remain below the
average of 3.2 percent during 2010-2019,
says the report.

The mid-year update and the January
report were prepared by the UN Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs.

Although the economic
outlook for developed
economies is revised up
from 1.3 percent to 1.6
percent for 2024, the
European Union’s growth

Xi, Putin discuss strategic
issues of common concern

BEIJING

CHINESE President Xi
Jinping held a meeting
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Thurs-
day at Zhongnanhai in
Beijing, during which they
had in-depth exchanges on
strategic issues of common
concern.

The world is undergoing
changes unseen in a centu-
ry and entering a new peri-
od of turbulence and trans-
formation, Xi said, adding
that in the face of the ever-
evolving world landscape
with volatility and turmoil,
China has maintained its
strategic resolve.

Under the leadership of
the Communist Party of
China, the Chinese people
have overcome various
difficulties and challenges,
and are striving to promote
high-quality development
and Chinese moderniza-
tion, he said.

China is willing to work
with Russia and other
countries to enhance soli-
darity and cooperation,
steer global governance in
the right direction, jointly
safeguard  international
fairness and justice, and
promote world peace and
common  development,
said Xi.

Noting that China’s de-
velopment is unstoppable
and that no force can con-
tain China’s growth and
progress, Putin said that
Russia is willing to improve
cooperation with China
and other Global South
countries to promote in-
ternational fairness and
justice, and to work toward
a more equal and multipo-
lar world.

The two heads of state
had an in-depth exchange
of views on the Ukraine
crisis.

Xi elaborated on China’s
consistent position and ef-
forts to promote the politi-

Chinese President Xi Jinping (front, left) talks with Russian President Viadimir
Putin (right) as they meet at Zhongnanhai in Beijing, China on Thursday. XINHUA

cal settlement of the Ukraine issue,
stressing that to deal with any ma-
jor issue, it is necessary to address
both the symptoms and the root
causes, and to plan for the present
as well as for the long term.

He said the core of the Global Se-
curity Initiative is advocating the
vision of common, comprehensive,
cooperative and sustainable securi-
ty, and the fundamental solution to
the Ukraine issue is to promote the
establishment of a new balanced,
effective and sustainable security
architecture.

Xi said China supports the con-
vening of an international peace
conference recognized by Russia
and Ukraine at an appropriate time
with equal participation and fair
discussion of all options, so as to
push for an early political settle-
ment of the Ukraine issue, and Chi-
na stands ready to continue to play
a constructive role in this regard.

Putin introduced the relevant
views and positions of Russia, say-
ing that Russia appreciates China’s
objective, just and balanced posi-
tion on the Ukraine issue and wel-
comes China to continue to play an
important and constructive role in
the political settlement of the issue.
Russia is committed to resolving

the Ukraine issue through po-
litical negotiations and is willing
to demonstrate sincerity and
maintain close communication
with China in this regard, he
said.

Xi said that over the years,
they have had many meetings
and every exchange has been
candid, in-depth and fruitful.

“I am ready to stay in close
contact with President Putin
and work together to steer the
development of China-Russia
relations in the right direction,
guide the China-Russia compre-
hensive strategic partnership of
coordination for the new era to
achieve steady and lasting pro-
gress, bring more benefits to the
two peoples, and contribute to
world security and stability,” he
said.

Putin thanked Xi for his warm
hospitality, saying that he is will-
ing to maintain close communi-
cation with Xi, implement the
important consensus reached
between them, and ensure the
full development of the Russia-
China comprehensive strategic
partnership of coordination for
the new era.

Xinhua

Israel to abolish free trade deal with Tiirkiye in retaliation for trade ban

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI

Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich on Thursday
announced that Israel would
abolish its free trade deal with
Tiirkiye and impose a 100-per-
cent tariff on Turkish imports,
in retaliation for Ankara’s deci-
sion to halt exports to Israel.
The decision, to be submitted
to the Israeli cabinet for approv-
al, would remain in effect until
the end of the term of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdog-
an, “who is behind the decisions
against Israel and its economy*,

announced on May 2 to halt
all trade activities with Israel
due to the latter’s “non-stop
violence” against Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip. Smotrich called
the Turkish move “a declaration
of economic boycott and a seri-
ous violation of international
trade agreements”.

On May 3, the Israeli Foreign
Ministry announced that senior
officials from the Israeli foreign
and economy ministries, as
well as the Israel Tax Authority,
decided to work toward reduc-
ing the economic connection
between Tiirkiye and the Pales-

Tiirkiye is the Palestinian
Authority’s largest importing
source.

Meanwhile, Israel filed a com-
plaint to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD) against Tiir-
kiye over the latter’s decision to
suspend trade with Israel, said
Israeli Economy Minister Nir
Barkat in a statement. Both Tiir-
kiye and Israel are OECD mem-
ber countries.

Israeli exports to Tirkiye
amounted to $1.57 billion in
2023, while its imports from
Tiirkiye reached $4.61 billion,

Kim Jong Un’s sister

says N Korea’s weapons
not for exports after US
sanctions Russian firms

PYONGYANG

NORTH Korean leader Kim Jong-un
influential sister yesterday, dismissed
allegations of military cooperation be-
tween Russia and North Korea, stress-
ing that her country’s weapons are not
for sale for other countries, including
Russia, but as a defence against South
Korea, Yonhap News Agency reported.

The US on Thursday imposed sanc-
tions on three Russian entities and
two Russian individuals for their in-
volvement in the transfer of military
equipment and components between
Pyongyang and Moscow amid the on-
going war against Ukraine.

Kim Yo-jongs statement comes
amid US claims that North Korea has
supplied weapons to Russia to support
the latter’s war in Ukraine.

“We have no intention to export our
military technical capabilities to any
country or open them to the public,”
Kim said, adding that such allegations
are “the most absurd paradox”, report-
ed Yonhap News Agency citing, the
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).

Kim (pictured) said that North Ko-
rea’s tactical weapons, including mul-
tiple rocket launchers and missiles, are
intended to deter South Korea from
engaging in “any idle thinking,” in an
apparent reference to the South Ko-
rea-US joint military drills.

Moreover, North Korea has been
denouncing the allies’ military drills
as rehearsals for an invasion against
it while, Seoul and Washington have
rejected such claims, describing their
exercises as defensive in nature.

“What is most urgent for us is not to
‘advertise’ or ‘export’ something but
to make the war readiness and war
deterrent of our army more perfect in
quality and quantity and to make the
enemy unable to overcome the inferi-
ority in military capability,” she said.

Meanwhile, South Korea’s unifica-
tion ministry said that North Korea’s
denial of providing weapons to Russia,
despite clear evidence, is showing that
the regime is aware of the illegality of
such actions.

“We must once again emphasize
that the arms trade between Russia
and North Korea is an illegal act that
violates the UN Security Council reso-
lutions and undermines international
norms,” said Kim In-ae, deputy spokes-
person at the ministry, during a press
briefing.

In addition to the US imposing sanc-
tions on Russian entities, America
also claimed that Russia has relied
upon North Korea to wage its war on
Ukraine and said that the relationship
between the two countries poses a
wide-ranging threat to global security
and the international non-prolifera-
tion regime.

ANI

For other major economies of
the world, the forecast for Japan’s

is revised down from 1.2
percent to 1.0 percent

Smotrich said in a statement.
The Turkish Trade Ministry

tinian territories, including the
Gaza Strip and West Bank.

according to Israel’s Central Bu-
reau of Statistics. Agencies

Cultural legacy propels development of rural communities surrounding Sanxingdui Ruins

THE Sanxingdui Ruins, an
archaeological site in Guang-
han, southwest China’s Si-
chuan province, are revered
as one of the greatest archae-
ological findings of the 20th
century. Every new discovery
at the site is so sensational
that it triggers an “archaeo-
logical fever” of the whole
Chinese society.

Sanxing village is where
the Sanxingdui Ruins locate.
It was renamed Sanxing vil-
lage in 1980 when archaeolo-
gists started excavation of the
Sanxingdui site.

At the end of 2021, the vil-
lage was home to 6,242 resi-
dents, with nearly 5,000 of
them living within a three-
square-kilometer area sur-
rounding the core protection
zone of the Sanxingdui Ruins.

How should the cultural
heritage of the Sanxingdui

Ruins be leveraged in an ef-
fective and rational manner
to harmonize the preserva-
tion of this invaluable archae-
ological site with the devel-
opment of the surrounding
rural communities?

At the end of 2021, Sanx-
ing village repurposed an
abandoned water park, build-
ing it into an archaeological
exploration base themed
with the Sanxingdui culture.
It also invited professional
teams to develop educational
tours that delve into the rich
archaeological legacy of the
site.

The archaeological explo-
ration base locates in the
Sanxingdui ancient city, 200
meters away from the excava-
tion cabin and 1.5 kilometers
from the Sanxingdui Muse-
um.

To enrich the educational

tours at the archaeological
exploration base with re-
sources from the Sanxingdui
Ruins, an expert team com-
prised of young archaeolo-
gists pioneered an innovative
public archaeology program,
which offers participants
unique opportunities to im-
merse themselves in the role
of an archaeologist for a day.

Most members of the ex-
pert team are graduates with
a master’s degree in public
archaeology from Peking Uni-
versity. Boasting rich experi-
ence in this realm, they have
organized Peking University’s
archaeology summer camps
for Chinese middle school
students and established ar-
chaeology societies and alli-
ances.

The archaeological explo-
ration base features three
major experiential scenarios:

a simulated archaeological
site, a workshop, and an an-
cient Shu village, correspond-
ing to the three core elements
of the Sanxingdui Ruins: ar-
chaeological remains, craft
techniques, and social life.

At the simulated archaeo-
logical site, students listen
to instructors explaining the
significant building ruins, ash
pits, and the No. 2 sacrificial
pit of the Sanxingdui site. Af-
ter learning operation proce-
dures, the students then pick
up archaeological tools and
follow the correct methods to
excavate pre-buried replicas
of bronze human heads and
ivory artifacts.

They can create stunning
replicas of bronze wares, ex-
periencing the entire process
of crafting, including mold
making, pattern casting,
pouring and finishing.

Students participating in
the program can also experi-
ence the daily rhythms of life
of the ancient Shu people, im-
mersing themselves in activi-
ties such as foraging for food,
processing grains, and spin-
ning and weaving textiles,
just as the Shu people did
centuries ago.

Despite a simplified archae-
ological excavation process,
it can convey concepts such
as science-based excavation,
legal excavation, and settle-
ment archaeology.

Besides, the archaeological
exploration base also engages
in public welfare initiatives. It
hosts free lectures for prima-
ry and secondary school stu-
dents at least once a month,
familiarizing them with the
Sanxingdui civilization and
the rich heritage of the an-
cient Shu culture.

Furthermore, the base col-
laborates with Sanxing vil-
lage to organize community
forums to enhance local resi-
dents’ understanding of the
significance and value of the
Sanxingdui cultural legacy
and the importance of pre-
serving this archaeological
treasure.

The base’s prosperous de-
velopment has also provided
more employment opportu-
nities for villagers while cata-
lyzing the growth of local cul-
tural and creative industries
and the hospitality sector.

Educational tours centered
around archaeology are be-
coming increasingly popu-
lar in the thriving cultural
tourism sector. The attempts
made by the archaeological
exploration base have not
only boosted rural develop-
ment but also provided novel

approaches for the innova-
tive integration of culture and
tourism.

People’s Daily

The archaeological
exploration base
features three
major experiential
scenarios:

a simulated
archaeological
site, a workshop,
and an ancient
Shu village,
corresponding

to the three core
elements of the
Sanxingdui Ruins
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Change in

LONDON

RECENT changes to the United
Kingdom’s visa rules that include a
hike in the minimum wage needed
to qualify for a skilled worker visa
— from 26,200 pounds to 38,700
pounds ($33,000 to $48,800) — have
led to job offers being withdrawn
from foreign graduates of British uni-

versities.

Major employers, including HSBC,
KPMG and Deloitte, have reportedly
cited the UK government’s stringent
new visa rules when rescinding job
offers made to foreign graduates, ac-
cording to the Financial Times news-

paper.

It said big firms had little choice af-
ter the new threshold was introduced
in April, with dozens of job offers re-

portedly withdrawn as a result.

Neither HSBC, KPMG, nor Deloitte

commented on the FT story.

The UK government raised the

threshold for qualification for

WORLD NEWS

UK visa rules affects foreign students

a Ageneral view of the Houses of Parliament at sunrise in London, on Oct 21, 2022. AP
skilled worker visa in a bid to reduce

the number of immigrants arriving in
the country.

While the threshold for qualifica-
tion for a skilled worker visa now
stands at 38,700 pounds for older
people, the wage needed by those
aged 26 and under is 30,960 pounds.

However, many graduates have
complained that employers are sim-
ply not recruiting young trainee
workers at that pay level.

One unnamed job seeker told the
paper: “Having spent 50,000 pounds
on attending university in the UK, I

now have to go back to my home country.”

The UK’s Migration Advisory Commit-
tee, an independent body that advises the
government on migration issues, said the
government’s decision to raise the thresh-
old for qualification for a skilled worker
visa while at the same time considering
abolishing the graduate visa program,
which lets foreign graduates of UK univer-
sities remain in the country for two years,
are together causing widespread worry
among overseas students.

The Conservative Party, which is in
power but facing an uphill battle to secure

reelection later this year, is understood to
want to take a hard line on immigration in
a bid to win votes.

Consequences warned

But university vice-chancellors have
warned the government that the hike in
the threshold for skilled worker visas and
the potential abolition of the UK’s gradu-
ate visa would spell financial turmoil for
the education sector.

While the change has already been
made to the threshold for the skilled work-
er visa, the government has not yet made

a decision on the future of the graduate
visa, although one is expected in the mid-
dle of next week.

The Guardian newspaper quoted Brian
Bell, chairman of the Migration Advisory
Committee, as saying: “Our review recom-
mends the graduate route should remain
as it is, and is not undermining the quality
and integrity of the UK’s higher education
system.

The graduate route is a key part of the
offer that we make to international stu-
dents to come and study in the UK.”

Agencies

South Africa urges International Court of Justice to order Gaza ceasefire, halt Israel’s Rafah Op

THE HAGUE

South Africa has urged the In-
ternational Court of Justice (ICJ)
to order Israel to halt its assault on
Rafah as part of its case accusing
Israel of genocide against the Pal-
estinians, Al Jazeera reported on
Thursday.

South Africa, which filed its
case in January over Israel’s war

on Gaza, is seeking additional emergency
measures over its offensive on Rafah, a city
in the southern Gaza Strip where more
than one million displaced Palestinians
had sought shelter from Israeli attacks on
other parts of the enclave.

It told the court in The Hague on Thurs-
day that the Palestinian people are facing
“ongoing annihilation” and the assault on
Rafah was “part of the endgame in which
Gaza is utterly destroyed”.

Israel is pressing on with its attacks in
Rafah despite “explicit warnings” that they
could carry “genocidal” consequences,
South African lawyer Tembeka Ngcukai-
tobi said.

Israel, which has rejected South Africa’s
claim that it is violating the 1949 Genocide
Convention as baseless, will respond on
Friday, Al Jazeera reported.

Minutes before the court hearings
opened, Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gal-

lant said the widely criticised operation in
Rafah “will continue as additional forces
will enter” the area.

Rafah is a tiny, overcrowded city where
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians
have taken shelter in tents and are facing
the rapid spread of diseases and a severe
lack of food and clean water. The only hos-
pital in the area has shut down, leaving
only a small facility that has been over-
whelmed, Al Jazeera reported. ANI

What happened against Israel on October 7 was terrorism, says EAM Jaishankar

NASHIK

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar on Thursday said
that the attack that happened
against Israel was “terrorism”,
adding that response will be
there if any country is a victim
of terrorism.

“What happened against Isra-
el on October 7th was terrorism,
there is no question of second
thought. If there is terrorism
against any country or if any
country is becomes the victim
of terrorism, then it’s natural
that a response will be there,”
Jaishankar (pictured) said while
addressing a programme event
titled ‘Vishwabandhu Bharat’ in
Nashik.

The conflict in Gaza esca-
lated after Hamas carried out
a massive terror attack against
Israel on October 7, killing over
1200 people, taking around 250
people hostage and even com-
mitting sexual assault against

civilians. In response, Israel
launched a strong counterof-
fensive targeting the Hamas ter-
ror units in the Gaza Strip.

Further, he slams the oppo-
sition, stating that they are not
ready to say anything regarding
the Israel-Hamas war because if
they do so, their vote bank will
be affected.

“I am aware that there are
some parties that are refraining
to speak as they have some oth-
er calculation. They think that
their vote bank calculation will
be disrupted,” EAM Jaishankar
said.

During his address, he also
advised to prevent the loss of ci-
vilian lives and stressed on the
need for a long-term solution to
the Palestinian issue.

“But we also need to think
about the civilians, to ensure
that innocent lives are not lost.
And in the long term, this Pales-
tinian issue, Palestinians need
to find a solution for their coun-

try,” said Jaishankar.

“So whenever such situations
arise, I believe that if we keep
our point forward with fair-
ness and directness, people will
understand that our stance is
genuine. As Modi says, we are
on the side of peace, we are on
the side of stability, “said Jais-
hankar.

“So the more balanced our
position is, the more people
should feel that it is a fair posi-
tion, that you are not being cun-
ning; there are only some ethics
and morals involved in this ap-

proach,” he added.

India’s position on Israel and
Palestine is long-standing and
consistent. India supports a
two-state solution where Pales-
tine is a sovereign, independ-
ent, and viable state within
secure borders, living in peace
with Israel. India also supports
Palestine’s full membership at
the UN and believes that only
a two-state solution achieved
through direct negotiations will
bring lasting peace to the re-
gion.

Earlier, on the same day, Jais-
hankar also visited the Shree
Kalaram Temple of Prabhu Ram
in Nashik and prayed for the
blessing of “Viksit Bharat.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Friday that India
sent a special envoy to Israel
during its war with the Hamas
terror group, to urge them to
maintain peace rather than
engage in combat during the
month of Ramadan.

In an interview with Republic
TV, PM Modi stressed on Fri-
day that Israel should not fight,
at least during the auspicious
month of Ramadan.”The time
when Israel and Hamas were at
war. I sent my special envoy to
Israel to explain that Ramadan
is going on. At least don’t fight in
Ramadan, don’t attack anyone,”
PM Modi said.

“Secondly, I said that during
the month of Ramadan, whatev-
er the people need, India wants
to send them, there should not
be any hindrance. So this is our
character and when we do this,
we don’t brag about it. Some-
times we get success, some-
times we don’t. But we are do-
ing it,” he said.

While speaking regarding
the Israel-Hamas war, PM Modi
stated that when the world is
choosing sides, we maintain a
clear stance, India stands for
peace.

ANI
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South Sudan govt, opposition sign
pact to achieve lasting peace

NAIROBI

SOUTH Sudan’s Transitional Government of
National Unity and opposition groups signed a
pact on Thursday to enhance efforts toward
lasting peace and stability in the country.

By signing the declaration of commitment
to the Tumaini initiative, meaning “hope” in
Swahili, the two parties pledged to support ef-
forts to end hostilities and promote inclusive
growth in South Sudan.

The signing ceremony, held in the Kenyan
capital of Nairobi, was attended by senior
government officials, diplomats, opposition
groups, civil society and bilateral partners, all
witnessing the commitment to the South Su-
dan peace process.

Abraham Korir SingOei, principal secretary
in Kenya’s Ministry of Foreign and Diaspora
Affairs, hailed the signing of the new pact to
boost the quest for peace, justice, inclusivity
and good governance in South Sudan.

SingOei added that parties to the South
Sudan peace process including the govern-
ment and opposition groups had an obligation
to promote justice, governance, economic
growth and security sector reforms, to achieve
long-term stability in the East African country.

This week, Kenya hosted high-level media-
tion talks initiated by President William Ruto
earlier this month. The talks aim to establish
a foundation for lasting peace in South Sudan.
In addition, the talks that brought on board
government officials and opposition groups as
well as civil society members were expected
to discuss the modalities of holding general
elections slated for December.

Albino Mathom, the head of the South Su-
dan government delegation, said the media-
tion talks, whose climax was the signing of
the declaration of commitment to the South
Sudan peace process, reaffirmed the vitality
of home-grown initiatives to tackle regional
conflicts.

Mathom added that given the calamities
that civil strife has visited South Sudan in the
last four decades, leaders and ordinary citi-
zens were committed to closing that painful
chapter and forging a future of hope, peace
and justice. Pagan Amum Okiech, the spokes-
person for the Real Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement (R-SPLM), an opposition group,
said the signing of the declaration of commit-
ment to the Tumaini Initiative ushered in a
new era of durable peace, unity and respect
for political pluralism. Xinhua

Russian deputy minister sees possibility
of downgrading diplomatic ties with US

MOSCoOwW
MOSCOW  may
lower the level of
diplomatic rela-
tions with Wash-
ington if certain
scenarios unfold,

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ry-
abkov told TASS in an interview.

In his words, Russia has never been the
first to make such moves in its relations with
the United States or other NATO countries.

“But, in my opinion, [such steps are] quite
possible if the West chooses the path of es-
calation,” the diplomat said, adding that de-
velopments that will make the downgrade of
diplomatic relations possible “do not neces-
sarily imply increased support to Kiev,” but,
for example, measures “related to our assets
or other moves in the economic domain.”

The diplomat, however, added that he was
not ready to theorize on what the exact “trig-
ger” for this situation could be.

“I'm not ready to theorize on the subject,”
he said. “If the situation continues to dete-
riorate, it will become a subject of specific
analysis and decision-making at the level of
political leaders.”. Agencies

Construction of China’s second homegrown large cruise ship in steady progress

RECENTLY, China’s second
domestically-built large cruise
ship entered a shipyard in
Shanghai for final assembly.

At the shipyard of Shang-
hai Waigaoqiao Shipbuilding
Co., Ltd. (SWS), a subsidiary of
China State Shipbuilding Cor-
poration Limited, the three-
level grand block sections of
the cruise ship have taken full
shape and are now progress-
ing into the painting and coat-
ing phase.

Wei Shengsheng, deputy
head of the Cruise Ship Project
Department at SWS, noted that
the construction of a cruise
ship, which involves installa-
tion of over 25 million parts,
is unique right from the initial
steel plate cutting stage, ex-
plaining that a large number of
steel plates used in cruise ship
construction are thin-walled

steel plates ranging from 4 to 8
millimeters thick.

Unlike other types of ships,
large cruise ships are extreme-
ly sensitive to weight control,
Wei said. An increase of just
one ton in the ships own
weight means a reduction in
either the cargo capacity or the
passenger volume, he added.

In addition, cruise ships,
which navigate on the sea,
need to endure the challenges
of wind and waves and also ad-
dress fundamental issues such
as water and electricity supply,
and waste disposal. Further-
more, they must cater to the
needs of thousands of people
on board for daily lives, leisure
activities, and entertainment.
Coordinating such a complex
array of functions within lim-
ited space is undoubtedly a
challenging task.

China’s first domestically-built large cruise ship Adora Magic City leaves a dock of its builder Shanghai
Waigaogiao Shipbuilding Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of China State Shipbuilding Corporation Limited, June 6,
2023. (People’s Daily Online/Long Wei)

“After forming the hull,
we began installing compo-
nents, just like building bricks,
which seems simple, but calls
for skills,” said Yang Xin, also
deputy head of the Cruise Ship
Project Department at SWS.

According to Yang, a cruise
ship consists of the hull sec-
tion and the hotel section, with
dozens of areas providing din-

ing, entertainment, leisure,
and accommodation functions
for passengers, as well as over
2,000 cabins of various types -
an enormous system.

Cruise ships integrate the
most advanced shipbuilding
techniques, outstanding ma-
terials, propulsion technol-
ogy, electronics technology,
communications and naviga-

tion technology, and hotel
engineering technology, Yang
added.

“A large cruise ship has to
accommodate thousands of
people living onboard simul-
taneously. Within the limited
space, it requires equipment
hundreds of times more than a
normal cargo ship. The utiliza-
tion of space is pushed to the

extreme,” Wei explained.

In 2019, construction of-
ficially began on China’s first
domestically-built large cruise
ship, a process that took over
3 years.

“Based on summarizing the
experience gained from build-
ing the first ship, and leverag-
ing a series of research results,
management experience and
tools, we optimized the build-
ing process and worked for
technological breakthroughs,”
said Yang, adding that the
construction efficiency of the
second cruise ship is expected
to be improved by 20 percent
than the first. In particular,
the dry dock period will be re-
duced by nearly eight months.
The core competitiveness of
China’s design and manufac-
turing of large cruise ships is
continuously enhancing.

“In building the second
cruise ship, we are becoming
increasingly confident,” Yang
told People’s Daily.

Compared to the first ship,
the second one is larger in
size and equipped with more
advanced facilities. It features
a massive 16-deck superstruc-
ture area for living and enter-
tainment. Through optimized
design, the public areas and
outdoor activity spaces have
increased in size, further en-
hancing passenger comfort
and experience.

It is reported that after the
ship entered the shipyard,
construction work will revolve
around hull construction, out-
fitting, and regional outfitting.
Cabin module installation and
interior outfitting will be basi-
cally completed by 2025.

People’s Daily
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Zanzibar Sharks players in a group picture at the Eiffel Tower during their eight-day tour
in France where they competed in this year’s edition of the Mondial Pupilles Plomelin
Youth Tournament. Photo: Courtesy of Zanzibar Sharks.

Z’bar Sparks return
home from France

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE Zanzibar women’s U-14 foot-
ball team, Sparks, returned home on
Thursday from France where they
competed in this year’s edition of
the Mondial Pupilles Plomelin Youth
Tournament.

Welcoming the team in Zanzibar,
Petra Karume, who is the executive
director and co-founder of Women
Empowerment Zanzibar (WEZA),
said the Sparks did the country
proud by competing in the tourna-
ment which she described as very
competitive.

Also in attendance at the welcome
ceremony, were high dignitaries in-
cluding officials from the Revolu-
tionary Government of Zanzibar and
Zanzibar Football Federation (ZFF).

She said the eight-day tour in
France was very productive to Zan-
zibar and Tanzania as a whole and
urged members of the team to work
hard in their lives to achieve their
dreams and goals.

‘It is with great pride and joy that
we welcome back our very own Zan-
zibar Sparks, the first U-14 girls’ foot-
ball team from Zanzibar, who have
just returned from a remarkable
eight-day journey in France.

“Your journey was more than just
a competition. You represented
Zanzibar with dignity and passion,
showcasing not only your athletic
talents but also your positive spirit
and strong discipline that defines
your team.

‘The feedback we received from
the tournament organizers in France
and other teams participating in the
tournament spoke volumes about
your exceptional character and
sportsmanship. You made friends,
learned new skills, and opened
doors to a world of possibilities,” she
said

Karume said the three-day educa-
tional and cultural excursion to Paris
was a once-in-a-lifetime experience
as the team visited the Eiffel Tow-
er and other historical landmarks
which has undoubtedly broadened
their horizons and enriched the
players’ understanding of the world,
adding that the experiences will
stay with the players forever, shap-
ing their future and inspiring those
around them.

She also said the France tour was
a unique opportunity to immerse
and also thanked the Zanzibar Foot-
ball Federation (ZFF) for providing
the team with qualified coaches and
guidance, and commitment to the
team’s development, adding that this
has been instrumental in the success
of the team.

Karume said the ZFF gesture has
nurtured not just the players’ foot-
ball talents but also their character
and teamwork.

She also thanked the French Em-
bassy in the country for funding the
journey as a part of ‘Twende Olym-
pics 2024’ project.

“Your support has opened up new
horizons for these young athletes
and will be the beginning of a move-
ment that empowers girls through
sports and purposeful play. We also
extended our gratitude to the Revo-
lutionary Government of Zanzibar
for their unwavering support. Your
belief in the potential of these girls
has empowered them to dream big
and achieve great things,” she said.

“To the Zanzibar Sparks, you
have made us immensely proud.
Your achievements in France are
just the beginning. As you continue
to grow and strive for excellence,
remember that you carry the hopes
and dreams of many young girls in
Zanzibar who look up to you as role
models,” she added.

Simba still eyeing major signings
to bolster squad in transfer market

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

N a strategic move to

bolster their squad,

Simba Sports Club is

still making waves in
the transfer market.

After securing what is said
to be a pre-contract with
Coastal Union’s central de-
fender Lameck Lawi, Simba
has now set its sights on Ley
Matampi, a renowned goal-
keeper from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC).

If negotiations proceed
smoothly, Matampi could
don the Simba jersey next
season, adding significant
strength to the team’s lineup.

Insiders at Simba reveal
that Matampi has impressed
both the technical bench
and the club’s management,
earning him a spot on their

target list.
This interest comes amid
uncertainties  surrounding

their current Moroccan goal-
keeper, Ayoub Lakred.

The club is proactively
considering alternatives to
ensure they maintain a ro-
bust goalkeeping squad.

“There’s no certainty about
Lakred’s stay,” disclosed a
club insider, preferring ano-
nymity. “Even if he wishes to
remain, there might be con-
ditions set by the club that
we cannot meet. Should an
agreement not be reached,
Matampi is our next best
option. The technical bench
and leadership are very satis-
fied with his capabilities.”

Previously, Simba had their
eyes on another goalkeeper,
Joseph Fabrice Ondoa from
Cameroon, who currently
plays for Nimes Olympique in
France’s National League, the
country’s  second-division
league. However, the club ap-
pears to have shifted focus to
Matampi, whose skills have
captured their attention.

Coastal Union goalkeeper Ley Matampi. Agencies

Negotiations with Matampi
are reportedly underway, and
initial talks have been promis-
ing. Simba is optimistic that
there will be no resistance from
his current club, Coastal Union.

Matampi’s track record speaks
volumes about his prowess. He
once represented the DRC na-
tional team and ranks second in
clean sheets in the league, trail-
ing only behind Young Africans’
goalkeeper Djigui Diarra.

Matampi joined Coastal Union
from Renaissance Club in the
DRC. His illustrious career also
includes stints with top Congo-
lese clubs AS Vita, TP Mazembe,
and DC Motema Pembe, and he

has also showcased his talents
internationally with Lebanon’s
Al-Ansar.

Simba’s Information and Com-
munication Manager, Ahmed
Ally, addressed the transfer ru-
mors but remained tight-lipped
about specific details, empha-
sizing the club’s focus on the
ongoing NBC Premier League
season.

“We are currently focused on
the league,” Ally stated. “While
we do not stop rumors regard-
ing transfers, the truth will be
revealed once the season con-
cludes. We are planning signifi-
cant signings, but it’s premature
to disclose names.”

Simba’s proactive approach
in the transfer market reflects
their ambition to reclaim
dominance in the NBC Premier
League.

The club’s decision to tar-
get key players like Lawi and
Matampi underscores their
commitment to strengthening
their squad depth and ensuring
a competitive edge.

As the current season pro-
gresses, the potential addition
of Matampi could be a game-
changer for Simba. His expe-
rience and goalkeeping skills
are expected to provide a solid
backbone for the team’s de-
fense.

Fans eagerly await the con-
clusion of the league and the
official announcements of new
signings, hoping these strategic
moves will lead Simba to great-
er success in domestic and con-
tinental competitions.

The focus now shifts to how
these potential signings will
integrate into the team’s dy-
namics. Lawi’s defensive prow-
ess combined with Matampi’s
goalkeeping acumen could
significantly enhance Simba’s
performance, providing a well-
rounded and formidable squad
ready to challenge for titles.

With the transfer window
approaching, the anticipation
builds around Simba’s final de-
cisions.

The club’s management is
expected to make calculated
moves to ensure they assemble
a squad capable of achieving
their ambitious goals.

Simba’s supporters, known
for their passionate and un-
wavering support, are keenly
observing the developments.
The prospect of new, high-cali-
ber players joining their ranks
brings a wave of excitement
and optimism.

The club’s strategic planning
and targeted acquisitions signal
a promising future, setting the
stage for a thrilling next season.

Timberwolves force Game 7 by blowing out Nuggets
115-70 behind 27 points from Anthony Edwards

MINNEAPOLIS
ANTHONY Ed-
wards flashed seven fin-

gers totheroaring crowd as
he walked off for a fourth-
quarter timeout during a
blowout by the Minnesota
Timberwolves.

He had that tenacious
look of a superstar player
refusing to cede to the de-
fending champs all night.

Edwards scored 27 points
to pull the Timberwolves
out of their mid-series
slump and deliver a flaw-
less 11570 victory over
the Denver Nuggets on
Thursday to force a Game 7
in this roller-coaster match-
up.

Jaden McDaniels pitched

Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards dunks during the first half of Game 6 of an NBA basketball second-round
playoff series against Denver Nuggets on Thursday, May 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. AP

in 21 points and lock-
down defense, and Mike
Conley had 13 points in
his return from injury.
Big men Rudy Gobert,
Karl-Anthony Towns
and Naz Reid combined
for 38 rebounds and a
relentless effort to keep
NBA MVP Nikola Jokic
to a relatively quiet 22
points.

The Wolves posted the
largest winning margin
in a postseason game
since 2015, when Chi-
cago beat Milwaukee by
54 points in a first-round
series clincher, accord-
ing to Sportradar.

“Guys just believing in
themselves,”  Edwards
said. “I think the Ilast
three games we were all
down on ourselves.”

The decisive game for
a spot in the Western
Conference finals is in
Denver on Sunday night.
Just as Edwards prom-
ised the locker room
staffer at Ball Arena after
the Wolves lost in Game
5.

Jamal Murray strug-
gled again with 10 points
on 4-for-18 shooting
while battling a sore
elbow for the Nuggets,
whose bench was out-
scored 36-9 — and seven
of those points came in
the final five minutes.
The Wolves reserves led
a 24-0 run in the fourth
quarter on the way to a

staggering 50-point lead,
a fitting follow-up to the
20-0 surge the starters
led in the opening frame.

“We talked a lot today
just about getting our
edge back, our swagger,
playing a little more free
and easy,” coach Chris
Finch said. “It just felt
like we hadn’t had our
best effort on both sides
of the ball yet.”

No defend-
ing NBA champion had
ever lost in the playoffs
by more than 36 points
until this flop by the
Nuggets, who were out-
rebounded 62-43.

“That to me speaks
volumes about the game
and our approach,” Den-
ver coach Mike Malone
said.

Aaron Gordon had
12 points and eight re-
bounds for the Nuggets,
who finished just 7 for
36 from 3-point range
and trailed by at least 17
points for the last 31 min-
utes of the game.

For the Wolves, of-
fense from McDaniels
is typically a bonus, but
he can’t be as quiet as
he was over the first five
games with a total of 35
points. He was all over
the court this time, go-
ing 3 of 5 from deep and
mixing in some well-
timed dunks to ignite the
crowd.

Edwards,

whose 44-point perfor-
mance was ultimately
wasted in a Game 4 loss
the last time he played at
Target Center, had nine
points in the 20-0 spurt
and needed only nine
shots from the floor to
get 19 points in the first
half. “Just shoot it every
chance I get, because
last game they took the
ball out of my hands,”
Edwards said.

In the third quarter, he
turned a steal into a fast
break before using two
crossover dribbles to get
Michael Porter Jr. in the
air and blow by him for a
dunk. A few minutes lat-
er, he drove past Porter
to draw a foul and land-
ed hard on his back. The
Wolves called timeout to
give Edwards more time
to catch his breath, and
when he walked back
on the court without
missing time the “MVP!”
chants fired up.

The Wolves were fre-
quently in disarray on
offense during Game 5
in Denver while Conley
sat out with right leg
soreness, and the 17
year veteran point guard
clearly helped keep the
half-court sets crisp and
organized in his return.

“It was a no-brainer. I
was going to try to find a
way,” Conley said. “We’re
just better when we’re a
complete team.”

The Wolves held the
Nuggets to 14 points in
the first quarter, tied for
the second-lowest total
in the league this post-
season behind Miami
(12 points) in a Game 3
loss to Boston in the first
round.

Murray had a devil of a
time doing anything pro-
ductive against McDan-
iels, Edwards and the
rest of the NBA-leading
defense that snapped to
life after revealing some
sizeable cracks over the
last three games.

Murray, who had a
3-for-18 clunker in Game
2, tried everything from
leaners, fadeaways and
spot-up 3-pointers. He
even air-balled a finger
roll from the baseline,
then got backed down
in a bad matchup by Naz
Reid in the post on the
subsequent possession
for a flip-in that put the
Wolves up 43-24.

McDaniels tipped in a
missed 3-pointer by Reid
at the halftime buzzer to
make it 59-40, a sharp
contrast from the 55-foot
swish Murray had at the
end of the second quar-
ter in Game 3 to cap an
8-0 run over 20 pivotal
seconds of that contest.

“Speaking from ex-
perience,” Murray said,
“Game 6 is always the
hardest.”

AP
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Lionel Messi’s record
$20.4m salary dwarfs
entire MLS teams

NEW YORK

LIONEL Messi’s record $20.45 million annual
salary from Inter Miami makes him by far the
best paid player in Major League Soccer but also
puts him ahead of the entire squads of 25 of the
league’s clubs, according to data released by the
MLS Players Association on Thursday.

The players union regularly releases the full pay
details of the entire league and while it was no
surprise to see the eight-times Ballon d’Or winner
at the top, the gulf with other players and indeed
teams is striking.

Messi has a guaranteed compensation of
$20,446,667 made up of a base salary of $12 mil-
lion plus various bonuses.

The figures from the players’ union do not in-
clude the huge income the Argentine World Cup
winner receives in commercial deals, endorse-
ments and sponsorships from companies such as
Adidas and Apple.

Messi signed his last contract with Spanish
club Barcelona in 2017, a four-year deal that gave
him the potential to earn 138 million euros per
season including salary and add-ons.

Messi moved to Paris Saint-Germain in August
2021, after his contract with Barca ended and was
reported to be earning between 30-35 million eu-
ros with the French club.

The 36-year-old joined Miami in July last year
on a deal which runs until the end of the 2025 sea-
son but he may still be receiving payments from
Barca.

Joan Laporta, the Barca president, said in Janu-
ary 2022 that the club were scheduled to make
deferred salary payments to the player until 2025.

Toronto’s Italian striker Lorenzo Insigne, who
was MLS’s best-ever paid player until Messi’s ar-
rival, was second on the list with a guaranteed
income of $15.4 million from the Canadian club.

Messi’s Spanish team-mate, Sergio Busquets,
the 35-year-old former Barca midfielder, is the
third top earner in the league on $8.8 million
guaranteed.

Miami’s former Barca duo of Uruguayan strik-
er Luis Suarez and Spanish full-back Jordi
Alba each earn $1.5 million per year.

Inter Miami’s total wage bill is $41.68 million
with Toronto second on $31.41 million. Current
league champions, the Columbus Crew, had a to-
tal salary cost of $15.19 million, ranked 21st in the
league. AFP

Palestinians call for Israeli ban
as Gaza war spills into football

BANGKOK

THE war in Gaza came to the fore at world foot-
ball’s biggest meeting yesterday as the Palestinian
association called for Israel to be immediately sus-
pended from FIFA.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino told the congress
in Bangkok that the sport’s global governing body
will take independent legal advice to consider the
Palestinian demand.

The Palestine Football Association (PFA) and its
backers had hoped there would be an immediate
vote on a possible ban, which has the support of
the Asian Football Confederation, of which it is a
member.

Israel called the ban call “cynical”.

But Infantino said: “FIFA will mandate as of now
an independent legal expertise to assess the three
requests made by the Palestinian football associa-
tion and make sure that the status and regulations
of FIFA are applied in the correct way.

“Due to the urgency of the situation, an extraor-
dinary FIFA council will be convened and take
place before July 20 of this year to review the re-
sults of the assessment and take the decisions that
are appropriate.”

PFA head Jibril Rajoub minutes earlier took the
stage in the Thai capital to demand Israel’s “imme-
diate” suspension.

He said the Israeli FA (IFA) had broken FIFA rules,
saying: “FIFA cannot afford to remain indifferent to
these violations or to the ongoing genocide in Pal-
estine.”

Rajoub’s demand came after the PFA said in
March it would bring the matter to the congress.

The PFA has voiced its unhappiness with some
specific incidents, including a case in which Israeli
media footage showed scores of stripped Palestin-
ians, including children, detained in Gaza City’s
Yarmouk stadium in December 2023.

The PFA in March also called on FIFA to address
“the inclusion of football teams located in the terri-
tory of another association, namely Palestine, in its
national association”.

At least five football clubs based in Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied West Bank are members of
the Israeli Football Association. The settlements
are illegal under international law.

The representative of Jordan stood up to back
the Palestinian demand and call for an immediate
vote by the congress, a call rejected by Infantino,
who said it must be handled by FIFA’s council -- its
regular decision-making body.

When it was the turn of the Israeli federation
chief to take to the stage to speak, the Iranian and
Iraqi delegates walked out of the hall.

AFP

Klopp now leaves lasting legacy
after restoring Liverpool to elite

LONDON

URGEN Klopp will

leave Anfield on Sun-

day as a living legend,

having restored Liver-
p o the elite of English and
European football while build-
ing a lasting bond with the city
and its people.

Ever since the manager in
January announced the shock
decision he would be stepping
down at the end of the season,
the sense of loss that has en-
veloped Merseyside has been
palpable.

The raw emotion is testa-
ment to a transformation that
Liverpool had not seen since
the days of Bill Shankly de-
cades ago.

OnKlopp’sfirstday in charge
at Anfield in October 2015 he
modestly declared himself as
“a Normal One”, in stark con-
trast to Jose Mourinho’s bom-
bastic “Special One” arrival
as Chelsea boss a decade
earlier.

Yet the German would prove
he was anything but normal,
becoming the only Liverpool
manager to complete the col-
lection of Premier League,
Champions League, FA Cup,
League Cup, Club World Cup
and Community Shield during
his tenure.

The 56-year-old had made
a name for himself before
arriving in England, over-
coming the might of Bayern
Munich to win back-to-back
Bundesliga titles with Borus-
sia Dortmund.

- Liverpool in doldrums -

But confidence was not high
that he could turn around the
fortunes of a global giant that
had spent decades in the dol-
drums.

Klopp arrived with Liv-
erpool 10th in the Premier
League table and without a
league title in 25 years.

Jurgen Klopp is preparing to take charge of Liverpool for the final time. Agencies

Yet his force of personality,
charisma and coaching nous
soon began to enchant a high-
ly emotive fanbase.

“This is a very, very special
club. T didn’t make them be-
lieve, I reminded them that it
helps when you believe,” said
Klopp earlier this month.

“Everybody was ready to
push the train. That’s what we
did now for eight-and-a-half
years.”

Liverpool’s history has been
marked by tragedy and tri-
umph. The 1989 Hillsborough
disaster, which resulted in the
deaths of 97 fans, has left in-
delible scars.

“A great communicator, a
showman and the leader of
the pack,” said former Liv-

erpool captain and manager
Graeme Souness of Klopp. “He
is a great fit for Liverpool be-
cause he feels the emotion of
the place.

“Liverpool is an extremely
emotional football club, with
its history, its tragedies. You
get that emotion when you
go to Anfield and hear ‘You’'ll
Never Walk Alone’ (the club’s
anthem).”

- ‘The love grew’ -

Before the joy under Klopp
there was plenty of heart-
break. Liverpool suffered
defeats in his first three fi-
nals -- in the League Cup, Eu-
ropa League and Champions
League.

In 2018/19 a then club-
record 97 points was still

not enough to overcome
Pep Guardiola’s Manchester
City in the Premier League.

But within weeks Liverpool
had beaten Tottenham in Ma-
drid to win the Champions
League -- becoming European
champions for the sixth time.

On the way to the final,
Anfield enjoyed arguably its
greatest-ever European night
as Lionel Messi's Barcelo-
na were humbled 4-0.

The three-decade wait to
win a league title ended in
2020 but there was a hollow
feeling as the trophy was lifted
at an empty Anfield due to
coronavirus restrictions.

The Covid period was es-
pecially tough on Klopp. He
was unable to attend his own

mother’s funeral due to travel
restrictions and Liverpool
suffered during the 2020/21
season, largely played behind
closed doors.

As normality resumed, so
did the success of his side as
Liverpool won the League Cup
and FA Cup in 2022.

They narrowly missed out
on completing an unprec-
edented quadruple as City
again claimed the league by
a single point and Real Ma-
drid won the Champions
League final 1-0.

After a difficult 2022/23
campaign, Klopp proved his
managerial acumen once
more by refreshing the squad
with youth and energy, which
inspired another quadruple
quest. But he admitted at the
start of this year that his re-
serves had run dry.

“It was a win-win situation
from the first day. I enjoyed
each second of it,” Klopp said
recently.

“The responsibility and
love that grew over the years
is a big part of the decision I
made, so I'm absolutely fine
and at peace with the deci-
sion.”

Ultimately, there was to
be no fairytale ending, even
though Liverpool collected
silverware by beating Chelsea
in the League Cup final in Feb-
ruary.

The Reds’ season has come
off the rails in the final weeks
of the campaign, with exits
from the FA Cup and Europa
League, and they dropped out
of the Premier League title
race after a poor run.

But that will not di-
minish the pain as Klopp
leaves Anfield for the final
time after Sunday’s match
against Wolves with his place
secured in the hearts of his
adoring faithful.

AFP

Jurgen Klopp’s highlights at Liverpool

LONDON

mier League points in

Premier League title

JURGEN Klopp
takes charge of Liver-
pool for the final time
against Wolves tomor-
row, bringing down the
curtain on a golden spell
that has transformed the
club’s fortunes.

AFP Sport looks at five
moments that defined
the German’s manager’s
time at Anfield:

* 2016
mund delight

It took nearly four
years for the trophies to
start flowing for Klopp in
England but there were
memorable  moments
from his first season as
Liverpool reached the
Europa League final,
where they lost to Se-
villa.

Klopp faced a reunion
with former club Borus-
sia Dortmund in the
quarter-finals.

After a 1-1 draw in the
first leg, two early goals
from the Germans at An-
field left Liverpool with a
mountain to climb.

But the Reds roared
back, with Dejan Lovren
scoring a late winner as
Klopp bounced up and
down on the touchline,
celebrating a 5-4 win on
aggregate.

Liverpool would go
onto reach four Europe-
an finals under Klopp as
he restored the English
giants as a powerhouse
in continental competi-
tion.

* 2019: Barcelo-
na blown away

For all of Liverpool’s
rich history in European

Dort-

Jurgen Klopp lifts the Champions League trophy after Liverpool beat Tottenham to win the

2019 final. Agencies

competition, arguably
Anfield’s greatest ever
night came in a remark-
able fightback against
Barcelona to reach the
Champions League final
in 2019.

A Lionel Messi-in-
spired Barca had won
the first leg 3-0 at the
Camp Nou.

Back at Anfield they
were demolished by an
under-strength  Liver-
pool, who were with-
out two of their own
talismanic front three
in Mohamed Salah and
Roberto Firmino.

In their absence, Di-
vock Origi was the un-
likely hero as he and
Georginio  Wijnaldum
each scored twice in a
stunning 4-0 victory.

* 2019: Champions
League glory -

After beating Barce-
lona, Tottenham were
tamed as tens of thou-
sands of Liverpool sup-

porters turned Madrid
red in celebration of a
sixth Champions League
title.

Salah and Origi scored
the goals at the Met-
ropolitano Stadium as
Klopp finally got his
hands on Europe’s big-

gest prize after losing
his two previous finals
with Dortmund and Liv-
erpool.

*2020: First Premier
League trophy for 30
years -

Liverpool posted a
then club-record 97 Pre-

the 2018/19 season, but
still missed out on the
title by one point to a
relentless Manchester
City.

The following year
they were not to be de-
nied -- even by the inter-
ruption to the season
caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Klopp’s men won 26
and drew one of their
opening 27 games on
their way to racking up
99 points and claiming
a first league title in 30
years.

The players had to lift
the trophy at an empty
Anfield because of Covid
restrictions, but thou-
sands of fans defied the
ban on socialising to
gather outside the stadi-
um, setting off red flares.

* 2024: Unlikely final
trophy -

Klopp’s goodbye did
not reach a glorious cre-
scendo as Liverpool’s

challenge came off the
rails in the final weeks of
the campaign and they
exited the FA Cup and
Europa League.

However, there was
still silverware to cel-
ebrate from his final sea-
son in the League Cup.

Virgil van Dijk’s head-
er minutes from the end
of extra-time beat Chel-
sea 1-0O to secure an
unlikely triumph for
Klopp’s under-strength
side.

Liverpool were severe-
ly weakened by injuries
and absences at the Af-
rica Cup of Nations and
Asian Cup when they ar-
rived at Wembley.

But Klopp’s faith in a
clutch of teenagers paid
off as they helped turn
the tide in Liverpool’s
favour during extra-time
before Van Dijk’s stoop-
ing header broke the
deadlock.

AFP

. GWlJl by David Chikoko
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Taifa Stars interim head coach Hemed ‘Morocco’ Suleiman. Agencies

Hemed Morocco
preaches ‘the
process’ after
Taifa Stars loss

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

TAIFA Stars interim head coach Hemed ‘Mo-
rocco’ Suleiman believes young players must be
trusted by giving them more playing chances if
they are to reach the top level.

A youthful experimental Taifa Stars side lost
2-1 to Sudan in an international friendly game
at King Fahd Stadium played on Wednesday in
Saudi Arabia.

The team was dominated by young and fringe
players as well as a few foreign-based ones who
are not getting enough playing time in their re-
spective clubs.

However, coach Morocco was impressed with
the battling quality shown by his youthful side,
and feels the young players have an exciting fu-
ture ahead of them.

“It was not easy. Even though we lost the
match, T congratulate my players because they
showed fighting spirit. We made mistakes and
lost chances, but I find comfort that the players
have showcased their abilities.

“The important thing is to encourage them and
go back to the training ground to try to fix what
was seen in today’s game. I believe in the next
game we can play well and get a good result,” he
said.

Morocco continued: “I didn’t want to focus on
the result even though football isn’t like that. I
wanted to look at the players we have and who
can help the team in the future.

“It is very comforting to see the type of play-
ers we have here, they have been able to show
the level that I expected according to their age. I
would like to see that we support and give them
chances as much as possible. I believe that our
dreams of excelling will come true.”

According to the Tanzania Football Federation
(TFF) statement, Taifa Stars will play Sudan in a
rematch this weekend before the players return
to their respective clubs to complete the 2023/24
campaign.

SPORT

Klopp leaves lasting
legacy after restoring

CRDB Bank
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By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

HE first 2023/24
Fed-
eration Cup semi-
final takes place in

3.30 PM

This clash promises not
only a ticket to the final but
a chance for redemption
for Azam, who are target-
ing their second domestic
cup final appearance this
season following a setback
against Simba in the Union
Cup final last month.

Azam have won the Fed-
eration Cup once, with
their triumph arriving in
2019 when they defeated
Lipuli in the final, and they
were also runners-up last
season.

Azam made it to the last
four of the domestic cup af-
ter thrashing Namungo 4-1.

They also beat Alliance,
Green Warriors and Mtib-
wa Sugar in this season’s

the afternoon as Azam and
Coastal Union collide at CCM
Kirumba, Mwanza. Kick off at

Federation Cup.
Youssouph Dabo charges
go into this game as favou-

rites on paper. However,
they must dig deep if they
are to beat Coastal Union
who are always hard to play
against.

The Senegalese coach
will hope his key players
Feisal Salum, Kire Junior
and Gibril Sillah are in fine
form to beat the resilient
Coastal Union’s backline.

Meanwhile, Coastal
Union are hoping to re-
create their 2022 success
in the tournament, when
they reached the final after
beating Azam on penalties
following a 1-1 draw in 90
minutes of normal play.

Wagosi wa Kaya booked
the spot in this stage of the
lucrative tournament after
defeating Geita Gold 1-0 at
the Mkwakwani Stadium
early this month.

They had defeated Na-

Azam, Coastal Union battle for
Federation Cup final spot

mungo 5-4 on penalties
following a 0-O draw in the
Round of 16 match in April.
They overcame champi-
onship side Mbeya Kwan-
za and non-league outfit
Greenland in the earlier
stages of the competition.
Wagosi wa Kaya have not
been at their best in recent
games as they come at the
back of just one win in their
last five games, but as leg-
end has it, cup form usually
differs from league form.
Head coach David Ouma
believes if they can ap-
proach the game against
Azam without any fear,
they can surprise them.
They held Azam to a 1-1
draw in a league encounter
earlier this month.
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fu tomorrow.

While Young Africans are
chasing a double, Thefu’s
only chance of getting to
continental football is win-
ning the domestic trophy.

The winners of the two
semifinal ties will meet in
the final on Sunday, June 2
at the Kwaraa Stadium in
Manyara.

In addition to a trophy,
medals for players and
the technical bench and
Tsh50m prize money, the
winner of the Federation
Cup earns a ticket to repre-
sent the country in the CAF
Confederation Cup next
season.

Young Africans are the
defending champions of
the Federation Cup after

The other semi-final
will pit league champions
Young Africans against Ihe-

a hard-fought 1-O victory
against Azam on Monday,
June 12, 2023.

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) leaders, president Wallace Karia (2nd R), first vice president Athuman Nyamlani (R) and chief executive officer Kidao Wilfred attend the 74th Congress of the football's world governing body (FIFA)
in Bangkok, Thailand yesterday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TFF

Yanga shift focus to Federation Cup after securing NBC PL title

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

FRESH off their triumph
in the NBC Premier League,
Young Africans, under the
guidance of coach Miguel
Gamondi, are now setting
their sights on the semi-finals
of the CRDB Bank Federation
Cup.

The much-anticipated clash
against Thefu FC is scheduled
for tomorrow at the Sheikh
Amri Abeid Stadium in Aru-
sha, with kick-off at 3:30 pm
East Africa Time.

The Jangwani Street-based
side have displayed a formi-
dable form this season. They
secured their spot in the
semi-finals with a convincing
3-0 victory over Tabora Unit-
ed in the quarter-finals.

Their opponents, Thefu FC,
advanced by narrowly defeat-
ing Mashujaa FC 4-3 on pen-
alties after a goalless draw in
regular time.

The journey for Yanga in
the Federation Cup has been

impressive. They started their
campaign with a command-
ing 5-1 victory over Housing
FC, followed by a 5-0 thrash-
ing of Police Tanzania.

Their dominance contin-
ued with a 2-0 win against
Dodoma Jiji, before dispatch-
ing Tabora United in the
quarter-finals.

Over these four matches,
Yanga have scored an impres-
sive 15 goals while conceding
just one.

Striker Clement Mzize has
been the standout performer,
netting five goals and leading
the charge for his team.

This season, Yanga have
demonstrated their prowess,
successfully defending their
NBC Premier League title for
the third consecutive year.

However, their ambitions
extend beyond the league, as
they aim to clinch the CRDB
Bank Federation Cup as well.

Yanga’s team manager Wal-
ter Harson expressed the
team’s readiness for the cru-

cial semi-final encounter.

“The team is in great shape
for this important semi-final
match of the CRDB Bank Fed-
eration Cup. Winning this cup
is a key objective for us this
season,” he stated.

Harson also called on the
local supporters to turn out
in large numbers.

“I urge our fans in Arusha
region to fill the stadium and
cheer us on. Your support is
invaluable as we strive to win
this cup,” he added. “All the
players are in good condition
and ready for this important
game. We are confident in our
ability to secure a victory.”

On the other hand, Thefu
FC’s road to the semi-finals
has been equally noteworthy.

They began their campaign
with a 3-0 victory over Rospa,
followed by a 2-0 win against
Mbuni.

They continued their run
with a 3-0 triumph over KMC
and a hard-fought 0-O draw
against Mashujaa FC eventu-

ally winning 4-3 on penalties.

These victories underline
Thefu’s resilience and deter-
mination, setting the stage for
an exciting semi-final clash.

The winner of the Yanga vs.
Thefu semi-final will face the
victor of the other semi-final
match between Azam FC and
Coastal Union.

This pivotal game is set to
take place today at CCM Ki-
rumba Stadium in Mwanza.

The grand finale of the
CRDB Bank Federation Cup is
scheduled for June 2, promis-
ing a thrilling conclusion to
the tournament.

As the teams prepare for
the showdown, the anticipa-
tion is palpable among fans
and players alike.

Yanga, with their rich his-
tory and recent success, are
favorites, but Thefu’s journey
thus far has proven they are
not to be underestimated.

The Yanga’s strategy will
likely focus on leveraging
their attacking prowess,

spearheaded by the prolific
Mzize, while maintaining
their solid defensive record.

Coach Gamondi’s tactical
acumen will be crucial in nav-
igating the high-stakes match.

Ihefu FC, under their deter-
mined leadership, will aim to
disrupt Yanga’s rhythm and
capitalize on any opportuni-
ties that arise.

Their path to the semi-
finals has shown their ability
to perform under pressure,
especially in penalty shoot-
outs, which could be a critical
factor if the match remains
tightly contested.

As the countdown to the
semi-final begins, football en-
thusiasts across Tanzania are
gearing up for what promises
to be a captivating encounter.

The Sheikh Amri Abeid Sta-
dium is expected to be a caul-
dron of excitement, with fans
fervently supporting their re-
spective teams.

F I eXi b I eS by David Chikoko
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