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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

HE Law Reform Commission has

I identified several loopholes in

eight laws, including those gov-

erning economic sabotage and organised
crime.

Justice Winfrida Korosso of the Court
of Appeal, who is also chairperson of the
commission, made this observation in pre-
senting a report on the review of the laws
on Thursday, at a parliamentary commit-
tee session.

She said that the commission further
noted the absence of a dedicated body to
manage and coordinate protection issues
for informants and witnesses, while there
are inconsistencies between the protec-
tion regulations for informants and wit-
nesses and the relevant protective laws.

This situation poses a major challenge,
she stated, pointing at deficiencies in laws
governing bail and compliance with legis-
lation on property rights and joint rights.

The commission identified shortcom-
ings in the application of the Criminal
Procedure Act regarding the dismissal of
court cases, as well as in laws governing
penalties for offences, she stated.

Other contentious issues noticed in-
clude maritime transport regulations as
well as those applying to land transport
and especially road transport, she further
noted.

Prof. Palamagamba Kabudi, the
Constitutional and Legal Affairs
minister, after receiving the report,
acknowledged that the commis-
sion’s work is extensive and re-
quires in-depth research to achieve
meaningful improvements that
align the laws with contemporary
needs.

He expressed confidence that the rec-
ommendations in the report would meet
public expectations plus stakeholders in
the criminal justice system, affirming that
the government is already preparing a bill
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Commission sees loopholes in
sabotage, ‘case dismissed’ laws

Chief Sheikh Abubakar bin Zubeiry bin Ally (L) registers at Kwamndolwa in Korogwe District, Tanga Region, yesterday in readiness
for participation in the countrywide local government elections scheduled for November 27.

‘Regional airlines need
innovative technology’

Yanga's past victories are
irrelevant in derby, warns
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Simba’s AFCON stars
boost confidence ahead
of high-stakes derby
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Activists
urge more
action on
lead paint
poisoning
exposure

By Getrude Mbago

for rectifying various provisions.

The minister however urged the com-
mission to conduct self-assessments of its
operations in order to function as a re-
search institution, in the manner of similar
bodies.

He appealed to public agencies and
ministerial departments considering legal
amendments to submit them to the com-
mission for thorough research and recom-
mendations that would enhance law pro-
visions and ensure their longevity.

The report on the laws will be presented
in the National Assembly for further ac-
tion, he added.
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By Henry Mwangonde

THE Tanzania Association
of Travel Agents (TASOTA)
has underscored the need to
embrace innovative technolo-
gies to shield the sector from
disruptions like the Covid-19
pandemic.

Agnes Rwegasira, the TASO-
TA chairperson, made this ap-
peal at a travel convention and
annual general meeting (AGM)

in Dar es Salaam yesterday, an
event that brought together
key stakeholders from the
travel, tourism and hospitality
industries.

The meeting was intended
for crucial deliberations, net-
working and collaboration
with the expectation of shap-
ing the future of the local trav-
el industry.

“We are gathered here with
various stakeholders from the

airlines and the tourism sector
in general. Our goal is to col-
laborate with the government
and private agencies to pro-
mote domestic and interna-
tional tourism in line with the
country’s policies,” she stated.

The meeting featured panel
discussions on how East Af-
rican countries can work to-
gether to enhance tourism,
address policy and infrastruc-
ture challenges and foster the

industry’s sustainable devel-
opment.

The new distribution capa-
bility protocol adopted by the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) came up
for discussion, which stake-
holders say is revolutionizing
airline services by enabling
personalised offers and im-
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STAKEHOLDERS have called for coordi-
nated efforts by the government and im-
porters and manufacturers to permanently
eliminate lead poisoning in paint in order
to rescue the public from serious health im-
pacts.

Dora Swai, senior programme officer with
the Agenda for Environment and Responsi-
ble Development (AGENDA) activist organi-
sation, said at a multi-stakeholder workshop

TURN TO Page 2

Muhimbili forms unit for stroke cases

By Correspondent Christina
Mwakangale

A SPECIALISED unit for stroke
management is being set up at
the Muhimbili National Hospital
(MNH) following a rapid increase
in stroke cases being reported at
the top referral hospital.

Prof Mohamed Janabi, the MNH
executive director, told journalists
in Dar es Salaam on Thursday that
since 2022 the brain and nervous
system unit has taken up 10,271
outpatient cases, up to half of
them having suffered strokes.

Upwards of 60 percent of pa-
tients admitted daily to the non-
communicable diseases (NCD)
ward are stroke patients, he said
in illustration, noting that strokes
pose an increasing threat in the
country.

One-third of patients admit-
ted daily with brain and nervous
system complications suffer from
paralysis, while over 334 epilepsy
patients, ranging from children
to adults, were treated during the
period, he explained.

The medical facility leadership

initiated setting up the special-
ised unit specifically for stroke
patients due to the rising number
of cases, as half to two thirds of
patients with brain and nervous
system ailments are hit by strokes,
he stated. The brain and nervous
system unit initially treated about
50 patients in its clinic but after
relocating, it now serves 150 pa-
tients, he said, underlining the se-
verity of the disease complication
over the past two years.

An average of 2,953 patients are
admitted with stroke at any par-

ticular time, he said, listing stroke
with NCDs, where globally nearly
six million patients die from
strokes every year.

Stroke patients should not be
put to massages and instead un-
dergo physiotherapy as massages
can worsen muscle stiffness, the
top medic cautioned, hinting that
after a massage the patient may
feel weak and lethargic, which is
detrimental to stroke recovery.

The unit has also cared for
338 inpatients and 4,850 out-
patients being treated for epi-

lepsy from October 2022 to Sep-
tember 2024, he said, where the
unit offers advanced treatments.

These include surgeries for epi-
lepsy patients, an improvement
over relying solely on administer-
ing drugs, he stated, urging the
public to adopt healthy lifestyles
by walking up to six kilometres
or 10,000 steps a day. “There’s no
need to go to the gym for this,” he
said.

TURN TO Page2
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi gifts visiting Iranian Agriculture minister Dr Gholamreza Nouri (L) a Zanzibar carved door shortly after talks in Zanzibar yesterday.

Activists urge more action on lead paint poisoning exposure

FROM PAGE 1

on lead paint elimination in Dar
es Salaam yesterday, underscor-
ing the urgency of the issue.

She underscored the need for
the country to establish specific
policies, laws and regulations to
control and eradicate lead poi-
soning, as it increasingly poses
major health risks to communi-
ties, especially children.

Lead is a toxic metal residue
used for many purposes and
noticeably present in a variety
of consumer products such as
paint, ceramic glazes, solder,
ammunition as well as some tra-
ditional medicines and cosmet-
ics, she stated.

The workshop was conduct-
ed in view of the international
lead poisoning prevention week
which takes place annually, tak-
ing up the third week of Octo-
ber, a week of action intended
to raise awareness about the
health effects of lead exposure,
she stated.

Allowing lead-based paints to
still enter the country or being

Kenya deputy president
sacked while in hospital

he fell out with President

NAIROBI

KENYAN senators voted
to remove Deputy Presi-
dent Rigathi Gachagua
from office on Thursday
night despite his failure

locally produced poses signifi-
cant risks to children as they are
the primary victims of lead poi-
soning, she said, pointing out
that paint containing lead addi-
tives posing risks to health from
poisoning and environmental
contamination.

“Lead can have permanent
health effects on children and
also causes harm to adults,
she asserted, urging the gov-
ernment to implement robust
strategies to ensure the nation
remains safe from lead poison-
ing.

“We all need to raise aware-
ness about the health effects of
lead exposure, highlight the ef-
forts of countries and partners
to prevent lead exposure par-
ticularly in children, and urge
further action to eliminate lead
paint through regulatory meas-
ures at the national level,” she
elaborated.

Yohana Ngoshashy, head of
poison control nationwide at
the Government Chemist Labo-
ratory Authority (GCLA), noted
that in previous years the gov-

tually dismissed because

ernment took steps to remove
lead-based fuels from the mar-
ket. As challenges remain with
other products, this calls for
concerted efforts to eliminate
this poison, including increased
supervision and monitoring
of small-scale battery process-
ing factories, mines, weapons,
cosmetics, toys and paints, he
declared.

More public education is
also needed to raise awareness
about the impacts, he said, af-
firming that no level of lead
exposure is considered safe for
adults or children.

Lead can be found in deco-
rative paints used on the inte-
riors and exteriors of homes,
schools, public and commer-
cial buildings, aside from toys,
furniture and playgrounds, he
elaborated.

Dr Grace Mhando, a pediatri-
cian from Amana regional re-
ferral hospital in the city, noted
that childhood lead poison-
ing, including exposure during
pregnancy, can have lifelong
health impacts such as learning

mining

the president,

disabilities, anemia and disor-
ders affecting coordination, vis-
ual-spatial and language skills.

This raises the need for more
clinician training on heavy
metal management to combat
lead exposure, she stated, while
Silvani Mnganya, the AGENDA
executive secretary, stated that
concerted national and interna-
tional action is urgently needed
to address the challenge.

Studies have documented
that lead exposure results in
neuropsychological impacts in
children, including impaired
intelligence, he stressed, noting
that even minimal exposure can
lead to lifelong developmental
and health issues. This makes
eradication of lead exposure a
paramount public health con-
cern, he declared..

Last year estimates by the
World Bank put the global cost
of the loss of intellectual capac-
ity in children under five years
old at $1.4trn, with the highest
impact in low- and middle-in-
come countries.

Miraji Kambangwa, a stand-

ards officer at the Tanzania
Bureau of Standards (TBS),
said that one among actions
taken by the government in
that direction is endorsing le-
gal standards that set a limit for
lead in paint and other coat-
ings.

Manufacturers are required
to comply with the limit of no
more than 90 parts per million
(ppm) (90 mg/kg total lead), he
said, affirming that this limit has
also been harmonized within
the East Africa Community
partner states.

In so doing, Tanzania joins
nearly a half of United Nations
member states with legally
binding controls on the pro-
duction, import, sale and use of
lead paints, he remarked.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has identified
lead as one among ten widely
used chemicals posing major
public health concern, requir-
ing action by member states to
protect the health of workers,
children and women of repro-
ductive age.

to testify at his impeach-
ment trial after his lawyer
said he had been taken to
hospital.

In one of the most dra-
matic days in Kenya’s
recent political history,
Gachagua had been due
to appear in the Senate to
defend himself on Thurs-
day, a day after he had
pleaded not guilty to 11

charges.
However,  Gachagua,
popularly known as Riggy

G, did not show up and
his lawyer requested a
postponement saying his
client was suffering from
chest pains and was being
treated by doctors at The
Karen Hospital.

Senators chose to con-
tinue the trial without
him, prompting the de-
fence team to leave the
chamber.

The senators’ refusal
to delay proceedings un-
til Saturday - as long as
would have been legally
allowed - shows their de-
termination to oust Gach-
agua, several months after

William Ruto.

Last week, an over-
whelming majority of MPs
in the National Assembly -
the lower house of parlia-
ment - voted to impeach
him, setting the stage for
his two-day trial in the
Senate.

Gachagua, a wealthy
businessman from the
vote-rich central Mount
Kenya region who was
present in the house on
Thursday morning before
falling ill, had described
the impeachment as a
“political lynching.”

President Ruto has
moved quickly to name a
replacement and yester-
day morning, nominated
Interior Cabinet Secretary
Prof Kithure Kindiki to be-
come his deputy. This was
unanimously  approved
by parliament.

The 52-year-old is a
close ally of the president
and served as his lawyer
during his trial for crimes
against humanity at the
International ~ Criminal
Court (ICC) that was even-

of a lack of evidence.

However, in another
dramatic development on
Friday, the Nairobi High
Court has suspended the
impeachment, and Kindi-
ki’s swearing-in.

On Thursday evening,
the required two-thirds
of the 67 senators upheld
five charges including in-
citing ethnic divisions and
violating his oath of office.

The unprecedented
move means he cannot
hold public office again
and he also loses any re-
tirement benefits.

He was cleared of six
charges including corrup-
tion and money-launder-
ing.

This comes just two
years after Ruto and
Gachagua were elected
on a joint ticket.

The vote draws a line
under months of infight-
ing at the top level of gov-
ernment and consolidates
Ruto’s hold on power.

The row came to a head
in June when Gachagua,
in an act seen as under-

blamed the head of the
intelligence agency for
not properly briefing Ruto
and the government over
the magnitude of mass
protests against unpopu-
lar tax hikes.

In a huge blow to his
authority, Ruto had
just been forced to
withdraw the taxes. He
sacked his cabinet and
brought in members
of the opposition to his
government.

At the start of the trial,
one of Gachagua’s law-
yers, Elisha Ongoya, said
all of the allegations were
“either false, ridiculous or
embarrassing.”

Before the vote, Gacha-
gua had said he would
challenge the decision if it
passed.

A doctor is quoted by
the Reuters news agency
as saying the 59-year-old
had gone to hospital with
heart trouble, but was
stable and undergoing
tests.

Ruto has not comment-
ed on the impeachment

Regional airlines need
innovative technology’

FROM PAGE 1

proving financial systems.

Discussions centred on
how to capitalise on Tan-
zania’s leisure tourism
potential with luxury of-
ferings, innovative expe-
riences and international
partnerships, without off-
setting sustainable tour-
ism practices.

“Conversations
highlighted the need
to expand domestic
air connectivity, ad-
dress challenges in
remote areas, making
air travel more acces-
sible and sustainable
across the country, *
she explained.

David Kihenzile,
the Transport deputy
minister, remarked

that the growth of
the travel and tour-
ism sector has to be

aligned with sustain-
ability, stressing that en-
vironmental considera-
tions should be integral
to business strategies, not
an afterthought.

“As key stakeholders
in the industry, you have
the power to lead by ex-
ample by adopting sus-
tainable practices, such
as initiatives to reduce

carbon emissions
and investing in eco-
friendly infrastruc-

ture and responsible
tourism,” he stated.

The TASOTA lead-
ership, government
representatives, in-
dustry experts from
IATA and regional
travel executives of-
fered valuable in-
sights into the future
of local air travel and
in the Southern Af-
rica region.

9

Muhimbili forming

unit for stroke cases

FROM PAGE 1

People also need to
manage stress as it signifi-
cantly affects the nervous
system, he stated, sug-
gesting health check-ups
once or twice a year,
he said, similarly ob-
serving that the unit
treats patients with
mobility issues, nerv-
ous system infections
and autoimmune dis-
eases.

Since its establish-
ment, the unit has
seen a reduction in
complications faced
by stroke patients,
who now spend less
time in the hospital
and are more rapidly
treated for infec-
tions, along with un-
dergoing specialized
rehabilitation exercises,
he said.

Dr Mohamed Mnacho,
a neurologist, noted that
the causes of strokes vary

as in children, strokes pri-
marily arise from genetic
conditions such as sickle
cell disease and congeni-
tal heart defects.

For adults, high blood
pressure and diabetes
particularly for those
over 40i years of age are
the main causes, he said,
cautioning that excessive
alcohol use increases the
risk of forms of epilepsy
and stroke, as alcohol tox-
ins can harm the brain.

“Alcohol can disrupt the
brain’s balance, leading to
cell death, tremors, con-
fusion and memory loss
which may trigger epilep-
sy. If you must drink, limit
yourself to one bottle,” he
emphasized.

During the Covid-19
pandemic the hospital
noted an increase in pa-
tients with nervous sys-
tem complications caused
by viral infections, he
added.

The benefit of the zebra crossing notwithstanding, these pupils literally saw sense in invoking the spirit of solidar-
ity before crossing the road at Malamba Mawili in Dar es Salaam’s Mbezi suburb yesterday.

of his deputy or his re-
moval from office besides
informing parliament on
Friday of his nomination
of Kindiki.

Ruto and Gachagua
were elected on a joint
ticket two years ago - and
the partnership helped
Ruto win by marshalling
support in Mount Kenya,
the heartland of the Ki-
kuyu people who are

the largest voting bloc in
Kenya.

Ruto himself became
deputy president on a
joint ticket with Uhuru
Kenyatta, also a Kikuyu -
but fell out with his boss
who refused to back him
to become president in
2022.

The pair had joined
forces when they both
faced trial at the ICC for

their part in electoral vio-
lence following the 2007
election in which 1,200
people were killed.

The prosecution
dropped charges against
then-President Kenyatta
in 2014 and judges threw
out the case against Ruto
in 2016, one noting a
“troubling incidence of
witness interference and
intolerable political med-

dling.”

Kindiki, who also from
the Mount Kenya region,
had been a top contender
to replace Gachagua.

His nomination re-
quires parliamentary ap-
proval before he is sworn
in, but it is unlikely to face
difficulties as Ruto has the
majority in parliament as
well as the backing of the
main opposition party.
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Dr Mwinyi wants ties between Tanzania,
Iran to prioritise agriculture cooperation

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein
Ali Mwinyi has named the agriculture
sector as a key area to strengthen dip-
lomatic cooperation between Tanza-
nia and Iran.

Dr Mwinyi encouraged the partner-
ship in the sector, praising Iran for its
advancements in agricultural tech-
nology.

He made the remarks at State
House Zanzibar yesterday while
speaking with Iranian Minister for Ag-
riculture Dr Gholamreza Nouri who
arrived with a delegation of 15 experts
from various development sectors in
Iran.

Dr Mwinyi said that agriculture is
a significant part of the economy in
Tanzania Mainland, given its vast
geographical resources.

He urged Iran to enhance coopera-
tion by sharing experiences, methods
and technologies in the field.

Regarding Zanzibar, Dr Mwinyi
noted that the isles primarily focus on
spice cultivation, as a large portion of
its economy relies on tourism which
contributes significantly to the overall
economy.

He also informed his guest about ef-

forts to revitalise and strengthen his-
torical sites to boost heritage tourism
and improve existing cooperation be-
tween Tanzania and Iran.

President Mwinyi spoke on the
maritime transport subsector and
requested Iran to increase collabo-
ration in the area to enhance trade
and economic ties through the
ports of both nations.

On cooperation with the pri-
vate sector between Tanzania and
Iran, President Mwinyi assured the
minister that Zanzibar Chamber of
Commerce would strengthen ties
with Iran to foster sustainable eco-
nomic development between the
two sides.

In response, Dr Gholamreza
praised the strong diplomatic rela-
tions between Iran and Tanzania and
added that to further improve coop-
eration, he welcomed Tanzania to es-
tablish an embassy in Iran.

The minister also stated that they
would sign agreements with Tanza-
nia in various development sectors,
including agriculture, tourism, edu-
cation, trade and engineering while
promising to provide support and ex-
change experiences and technologies
in the said areas.
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Rifaly executive Loth Makuza (4th-R) presents a Smart Foundry certificate of sales to The Guardian Ltd deputy general manager Jackson Paul shortly
after a business meeting at the newspaper publishing company’s offices in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Looking on are senior officials from both firms.
Rifaly, previously known as M-Paper App, offers a range of digital publishing services. Photo: John Badi

Govt lists gains in livestock research, policy in 50 years

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government has recognised
the significant impact of its part-
nership with the International
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI)
in advancing livestock subsectors
over the past 50 years.

Livestock and Fisheries Minister
Abdalah Ulega made the remarks
in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday
during ILRI 50th alumni and part-
ners’ dinner reception.

Ulega highlighted ILRI’s crucial

CCM’s Organisation Department Secretary, Issa Ussi Gavu, makes remarks in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the opening of a national prayer conference
organised by a church based in the city. Photo: Correspondent Fahadi Siraji

role in enhancing institutional
and policy support, particularly
through development of the Tan-
zania Livestock Master Plan of
2022.

He noted that the plan has influ-
enced budget allocations for live-
stock within the agriculture sector
and facilitated the establishment
of a private sector desk at the min-
istry. With technical support from
ILRI and funding from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, a $624
million investment plan has been

integrated into the national devel-
opment strategy to boost livestock
production and strengthen value
chains.

“This has been not only ILRI’s
achievement but also the minis-
try is as it serves as our compass
for livestock development and a
benchmark for our progress,” he
said. Ulega also discussed ILRI’s
Africa Asia Dairy Genetic Gains
Programme (AADGG) launched
in 2016. The programme utilises
ICT platforms, genomic evalua-

tions and farmer engagement to
monitor dairy cattle productivity
and improve livelihoods. In col-
laboration with the Tanzania Live-
stock Research Institute (TALIRI),
AADGG has registered over 69,000
animals from 33,000 herds across
Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Tanga, Ir-
inga, Njombe, Mbeya and Songwe
regions. Additionally, Ulega un-
derscored ILRI's EnviroCow pro-
ject, which collects data on meth-
ane emissions from smallholder
dairy farmers. The initiative aims

to help farmers address climate
change challenges while enhanc-
ing productivity. “The ministry has
received two laser methane detec-
tors valued at $24,000 to support
advanced research in this area,” he
said.

Fabian Kausche, ILRI Deputy
Director General for Research and
Innovation, emphasized ILRI’s
commitment to working in four
interconnected areas: livestock de-
velopment, health, climate and the
environment.

“Our new corporate strategy
is ambitious: to improve the live-
lihoods of 300 million people by
focusing on sustainable, science-
based livestock solutions,” he said.

Kausche also highlighted the im-
portance of strategic focus within
countries, prioritizing specific
value chains identified by govern-
ments and collaborating with the
private sector, development part-
ners and other non-state actors to
ensure a holistic and sustainable
approach.

FAO focuses on small-scale fishing
for poverty alleviation, food security

By Guardian Reporter

THE Food and Agriculture Organ-
isation of the United Nations (FAO)
has reaffirmed its commitment to
promote fishery sector in Tanzania
with particular focus on small-scale
fishing as a means to alleviate pov-
erty and ensure food insecurity.

Dr Oliva Mkumbo, coordinator of
the International Small-Scale Fish-
eries Project at FAO Tanzania, made
the remarks in Bukoba Municipality,
Kagera Region on Wednesday dur-
ing a training session aimed at en-
hancing saving and borrowing prac-
tices for women’s groups involved in
small-scale fishing.

“The training aims to ensure sus-
tainability of the fishing sector, ben-
efiting people’s lives and increasing
public access to nutritious food,”
she said.

She said that FAO was working
closely with the government, partic-
ularly through the Ministry of Live-
stock and Fisheries, to empower
women in the sector.

Small-scale fishing accounts for
over 90 percent of the global fishing
industry, involving small boats and
female processors.

“Many small-scale fishers face
poverty despite significant sums
passing through their hands. We
are exploring ways to improve
their livelihoods by providing ad-
equate capital for their businesses
to enhance their quality of life and
increase incomes for themselves,
their communities and the nation as

awhole,” she said.

A key priority of the project is
to unite women by establishing
the Tanzania Women in Fisheries
Activities Forum (TAWFA), which
facilitates discussions on develop-
ment plans, including those related
to fishing.

FAO has collaborated with the
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries
to implement guidelines for sustain-
able fishing, ensuring community
benefits.

However, access to loans and ad-
equate funding for project initiation
remains a significant challenge, par-
ticularly for women in small-scale
fishing.

Dr Lilian Ibengwe, Chief Fisheries
Officer in the Ministry of Livestock
and Fisheries, said the project, ini-
tiated in 2017, currently operates in
five areas: Lake Victoria, Lake Tang-
anyika, the Indian Ocean, Lake Nya-
sa and the smaller waters of Kyerwa
and Karagwe in Kagera Region.

During consultations, Dr Ibeng-
we identified the lack of afford-
able loans and capital as a major
challenge. This led to the decision
to provide training on saving and
borrowing for women engaged in
small-scale fishing, enabling them to
access affordable loans using their
own funds.

Participants in the saving and
borrowing training emphasized its
importance, noting that it came at a
crucial time when many women are
engaged in various businesses to en-
hance their families’ incomes.

ATE study uncovers inadequate awareness on ESG sustainability

By Correspondent James Kandoya

A STUDY exploring Environment,
Social and Governance (ESG) land-
scape in Tanzania has uncovered
eight key challenges with a signifi-
cant barrier being low awareness
about sustainability.

The study titled ‘Tanzania’'s ESG
State of Play’ conducted by the Asso-
ciation of Tanzania Employers (ATE)
highlights the need for a cultural
shift in how businesses perceive ESG
alongside addressing fragmented

awareness and sector-specific dis-
parities.

ATE Chief Executive Officer Su-
zanne Ndomba-Doran said in Dar es
Salaam yesterday at the launching
ceremony that the study aimed to
help businesses navigate evolving
expectations and standards in ESG
practices.

She said the study was conducted
across 10 key revenue-generating
sectors, including agriculture, ex-
tractives, financial, tourism and
manufacturing

She named other challenges as
non-uniform understanding of ESG
across Tanzanian firms, resulting
in varying levels of awareness and
comprehension and differences be-
tween local and multinational firms.

Other multinational companies
demonstrate greater implementa-
tion of ESG practices while local
firms lag behind, larger companies
tend to embrace ESG more com-
pared to smaller ones and sector-
specific impacts.

She said the identified areas of

economic production are more im-
pacted by ESG concerns and exhibit
greater awareness and implementa-
tion of ESG practices.
Ndomba-Doran emphasized the
need for a cultural shift towards sus-
tainability whereby ESG is viewed
not merely as a compliance issue but
as a fundamental aspect of business.
She pointed out that a two-
pronged approach is required to
solidify ESG practices in Tanzania to
strengthen regulatory frameworks
and ensure fit-for-purpose ESG com-

pliance and mindset shift.

The event was attended by rep-
resentatives from the International
Labour Organization (ILO), the Na-
tional Environment Management
Council (NEMC), manufacturers,
civil society organizations (CSOs),
and non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOSs).

Ndomba-Doran stressed that ESG
principles have become increasingly
important as they influence compa-
ny practices related to environmen-
tal sustainability, social responsibil-

ity and corporate governance.

Jamal Baruti, acting Environmen-
tal Manager (Compliance and En-
forcement) at NEMC, said the study
provides the status of the environ-
ment and how to conserve the envi-
ronment and make sure businesses
are sustainable.

“We drive towards a voluntary cul-
ture and mindset shift which looks
to embed ESG sustainability in edu-
cation curricula, awareness raising
and using good practices to demon-
strate ESG as a driver for businesses.
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Minister wants action to curb
nvasive weeds choking NCA

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

MINISTER for Natural Resources
and Tourism Dr Pindi Chana has di-
rected Tanzania Forestry Research
Institute (TAFORI) to address chal-
lenges posed by invasive weeds
that threaten natural vegetation
within the Ngorongoro Conserva-
tion Area (NCA).

The minister wants TAFORI to
collaborate with other authorities
to assess the situation within NCA
and propose effective solutions to
control the invasive plants.

Dr Chana made the directive dur-
ing a meeting with the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area  Authority
(NCAA) management at its offices
in Arusha. The meeting is part of a
series of workshops organised by
the ministry to address challenges
faced by employees in the sector
and find viable solutions.

During the meeting, Dr Chana
also wanted the NCAA to develop
strategies to further enhance col-
lections to align with President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan’s directives to
enhance tourism income and con-

tribute more significantly to the
national gross domestic product.

“I commend you for the good
work you are doing but the Presi-
dent expects us to increase rev-
enue and develop new tourism
products,” she said

She emphasized the need for the
NCAA to operate professionally
and make a meaningful contribu-
tion to the national economy.

“It is essential that we leverage
the unique biodiversity and cultur-
al heritage of NCA to attract more
visitors and generate additional in-
come,” she said.

Nkoba Mabula, Deputy Perma-
nent Secretary responsible for
tourism in the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Tourism urged the
NCAA to embrace innovation in its
promotional strategies and to ex-
plore development of diverse tour-
ism products.

“We must highlight the unique
experiences that Ngorongoro has
to offer, including cultural tour-
ism, adventure activities and eco-
tourism, to boost government rev-
enue,” Mabula said.

Dr Ashatu Kijaji (2nd-L), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and the Environment), pictured in Dodoma city yesterday leading mem-
bers of the financial, economic and business committee of the Tanzanian and Zanzibar governments during talks on Union matters. She is with Hamza
Hassan Juma (2nd-R), Minister of State in the Zanzibar Second Vice President’s Office (Policy, Coordination and Zanzibar House of Representatives),
Cyprian Luhemeja (L), Permanent Secretary in the (Union) Vice President’s Office, and Salhina Mwita Ameir, Permanent Secretary in the Zanzibar Sec-
ond Vice President’s Office. Photo: VPO

UAE ready to collaborate with Nigeria on tech startup growth

By Special Correspondent

THE United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has signalled its readiness
to partner with the Nigerian gov-
ernment to bolster development
of the country’s burgeoning tech
startup ecosystem.

Khalfan Belhoul, chief execu-
tive officer of the Dubai Future
Foundation, made the announce-
ment at GITEX Global, the world’s
largest startup and investor exhi-
bition, taking place in Dubai.

Belhoul, who manages the
UAE’s smart city strategy across
five business units, highlighted
the significance of nurturing in-
novation and building partner-
ships to propel growth in the digi-
tal economy.

“There are many innovations
in Nigeria, and more can be
achieved. We are open to collabo-
rations in technology develop-
ment, but the right conversations
are essential,” he stated.

Belhoul acknowledged Nige-

ria’s dynamic startup ecosystem,
noting that several Nigerian com-
panies are already making strides
in the UAE market. “The startup
scene is developing, and there is
immense potential,” he added.
His remarks coincide with Nige-
ria’s aspirations to become a lead-
er in Africa’s digital transforma-
tion. The nation boasts a vibrant
tech startup culture, with signifi-
cant investments flowing into sec-
tors such as fintech, e-commerce,
and various technology-driven

industries. Lagos, in particular,
has emerged as a critical hub,
housing over 400 startups.

Nigerian startups secured a
substantial 35 percent of the $466
million in total funding raised by
the African tech sector between
January and March 2024, span-
ning equity, debt, and grants. A
report by Africa:

The Big Deal spotlighted
Moove, a transport tech startup,
as a major player, accounting for
two-thirds of the funding direct-

ed to Nigeria in the first quarter
of 2024.

term sustainability of startups.
The UAE’s eagerness to col-

Over the past five years (2019-
2023), Nigerian startups have
captured the largest share of in-
vestment, representing 29 per-
cent of the $15 billion total raised
by African startups.

In addressing the migration of
African talent to Dubai, Belhoul
stressed the necessity for in-
creased investment in research
and development (R&D) and tal-
ent cultivation to ensure the long-

laborate with Nigeria aligns with
its ambition to become a global
innovation hub, leveraging its
advanced infrastructure and
business-friendly environment to
attract entrepreneurs and inves-
tors.

GITEX Global, ran from Octo-
ber 13 tol8, 2024, and is recog-
nised as the world’s largest and
most influential technology and
startup event.

Matia residents decry transport
misery as faulty ferry grounded

By Guardian Correspondent, Mafia

RESIDENTS of Mafia District, Coast Region, have expressed concerns
over lack of boat transport services for a week now, forcing them to rely
on traditional dhows and fishing boats due to high cost of air travel.

The concerns follow an engine failure by the ferry that has been serving
the residents.

In separate interviews, some residents explained that the transport is-
sue causes them to take two to three days to reach Nyamisati in Kibiti
District, instead of the usual four to five hours by ferry.

Karim Mohamed, one of the residents, urged the government to value
Mafia Island as other islands, emphasizing that residents require essen-
tial services and transport is crucial for accessing supplies from Dar es
Salaam.

He noted that income of Mafia residents is generally low, making air
travel unaffordable for many. As a result, they rely on dhows and fishing
boats while waiting for the ferry to be repaired.

Khatibu Hamis said the available transport options are unsafe and take
much longer, making the journey unstable compared to travelling by fer-
ry.

Hussein Mbaruk expressed concerns that lack of reliable transporta-
tion could prevent residents from registering for the upcoming civic polls
as some need to vote in other districts in Coast Region and Dar es Salaam
but remain stranded in Mafia.

Mbaruk called on the government to provide reliable ferry to transport
island residents and resolve the recurring issue, highlighting that even pa-
tients referred to Muhimbili National Hospital in Dar es Salaam struggle
to travel.

“When the ferry is repaired, after some time, another problem arises
and people struggle with transportation again. We request the govern-
ment to address this issue once and for all,” he said.

Alfred Mgweno, head of marketing and public relations at the Tanzania
Electrical, Mechanical and Electronics Services Agency (TEMESA), said
that the existing ferry suffered an engine failure, leaving only one func-
tioning engine which led to the suspension of services.

Inspector General of Police Camilius Wambura addresses a working session of district criminal investigation officers in Dodoma city yesterday. Photo:

Police Hgs

Mgweno asked residents to remain patient as repairs continue and
urged them to avoid unsafe transportation options.

Appeal for vigorous measures to protect children against climate change impacts

By Correspondent Daniel
Semberya

THE government and key
stakeholders have been urged
to put in place robust meas-
ures to protect children against
the impacts of climate change.

During Children’s Confer-
ence of Parties (COP 29) simu-
lation held in Dodoma on
Thursday, Elda Akyoo from Ba-
bati District in Manyara Region
emphasized the need for the

government to enhance child
protection and safety in light
of global challenges posed by
climate change.

Akyoo highlighted several
challenges that children face
due to climate change, includ-
ing child abuse, violence, natu-
ral disasters, loss of life, de-
struction of infrastructure, and
a lack of essential needs such
as food, shelter, and clothing.

To address these issues, she
urged the government to re-

build and renovate damaged
infrastructure, including wa-
ter systems, health facilities
and schools.

“Child protection and safe-
ty are crucial as they help
children avoid the adverse
effects of climate change
such as floods,” she said.

Akyoo also called for meas-
ures to eliminate gender
based violence and teenage
pregnancies. She stressed
the importance of enacting

laws and policies to combat
climate change impacts and
empowering children to ad-
vocate for their rights.

Additionally, Akyoo recom-
mended that the government
allocate a budget specifically
for managing natural dis-
asters. She emphasized the
need to involve children in
discussions about climate
change, ensuring their voices
are heard in decisions affect-
ing their lives.

Innocent Estomih, child
protection and governance
officer at Save the Children,
said that the organization
was preparing to attend
the COP 29 Climate Change
meeting scheduled for Baku,
Azerbaijan, from November
11to 22, 2024.

“Save the Children is com-
mitted to ensuring that chil-
dren understand how cli-
mate change affects them,”
he said.

Estomih emphasized the
importance of involving chil-
dren in discussions about
climate issues, encouraging
them to participate fully in
decisions that impact their
lives.

The 2024 United Nations
Climate Change Conference,
known as COP 29, will be the
29th meeting of the Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP) to
the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UN-

FCCC). This year’s confer-
ence will focus on advancing
the goals of the UNFCCC and
the Paris Agreement, includ-
ing efforts to limit global
warming, adapt to climate
impacts, and mobilize fi-
nancing for these initiatives.

COP meetings primarily
revolve around negotiations
and debates aimed at review-
ing progress towards the
overarching goal of UNFCCC:
to limit climate change.
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0il, gas players for further stronger
cooperation on clean cooking drive

By Guardian Reporter

THE Association of Tanzania Oil
and Gas Service Providers (ATOGS)
has called for concerted efforts
from all stakeholders to transition
to clean cooking.

ATOGS Chairperson Abdulsamad
Abdulrahim made the call in Dar
es Salaam yesterday during Energy
Connect Conference and Exhibi-
tion, saying that only through part-
nerships among government, the
private sector, international organi-
sations and local communities can
this agenda be achieved.

“These efforts support the na-
tion’s ambitious goal of ensuring
that by 2034, 80 percent of Tan-
zanian households have access to
clean cooking energy. This aims to
alleviate the burden of fetching fire-
wood and reduce pollution and fa-
talities among women due to cook-
ing smoke which claims millions of
lives each year,” he said.

Energy Connect 2024 brought to-
gether leading experts, policymak-
ers and innovators from various
sectors, including energy, policy,

academia, technology, finance and
grassroots organisations, united by
a common goal: advancing clean
energy agenda.He noted that the
platform serves as a springboard
for transformative action, empha-
sising the importance of fostering
innovative thinking, building stra-
tegic partnerships and promoting
practical solutions to accelerate
efforts towards universal access to
clean and sustainable energy.

“At the heart of this conference
is a clear and critical vision: to pro-
vide safe, reliable and sustainable
energy solutions for every Tanza-
nian household,” he said.

He affirmed that this ambitious
target can be achieved through de-
termination, recognising that clean
energy is not just an environmental
imperative but also a social and eco-
Nomic necessity.

Abdulrahim stated that Energy
Connect 2024 was a platform for ac-
tion where stakeholders must work
together to ensure that communi-
ties, especially those in rural areas,
are educated and empowered to
make informed choices about their
energy use.

R-L: International Labour Organisation chief programmes and operations officer Laura Greene, Association of Tanzania Employers (ATE) CEO Suzanne
Ndomba-Doran, the Occupational Safety and Health Authority director Dr Kassim Kapalata and Jane Sorogo, chief labour officer from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, display copies of an environmental, social and governance (ESG) report prepared by ATE in collaboration with ILO shortly after launching
itin Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Imani Nathaniel

Kenyan ride-hailing company aids people with disabilities get mobile

NAIROBI

A RIDE-HAILING company in Kenya is
trying to improve the lives of disabled peo-
ple by providing them with safe and reli-
able transport.

Ace Mobility start-up was co-founded
over three years ago by Daniel Gatura,
now 27, who had witnessed the transport
challenges faced by his wheelchair-bound
father.

He was just seven years old when his fa-
ther sustained a spinal cord injury in an ac-
cident that left him in a wheelchair.

This led to him losing his job which add-
ed to the challenges faced by the family.

The situation later inspired Gatura to
find a mobility solution that would cater to
the needs of people with disabilities.

Wheelchair user, Caroline Mwikali, uses
the Ace Mobility service to help her get
around. She said public transport is not
adapted to the needs of people with dis-
abilities.

“What happens, because it is regular
seats and your wheelchair cannot fit in-
side, they even have stairs so someone
has to lift you and put you in the chairs. I

mean, none of us wants to be lifted pub-
licly like that,” she said.

Disabled people feel they are discrimi-
nated against, and Gatura says it is impor-
tant to change the narrative around dis-
ability and reduced mobility.

“Just because you have a disability
doesn't mean you cannot earn for your-
self, it doesn't mean you are a nobody in
society,” he said.

“We are using transport to make sure
that people with disabilities and reduced
mobility gain access to education, gain ac-
cess to employment opportunities.”

While Kenyas legal framework pro-
motes inclusivity of people with disabili-
ties, including access to public transport,
in practice these laws often remain unen-
forced. Sandra Nyawira is the disability in-
clusion advisor at United Disabled Persons
of Kenya which campaigns for disability
rights on transport policy.

She says the policies do not “speak to
people with disabilities” despite the visible
challenges they face when interacting with
public spaces and public transport.

“So, it’s all about the intentionality of
having the disability issues captured in

these policies and then being intentional
about implementation of those actions,”
she said.

The United Nations Population Fund
says people with disabilities make up 2.2
percent of Kenya's population, close to one
million individuals.

The most common type of disability is
mobility-related, accounting for 42 per-
cent of cases.

For disabled people travelling around
Nairobi, services like Ace Mobility are a
step in the right direction towards making
their lives easier.

Bajaj taxi operators, passers-by and various other road users find it rough and tough beating dirty water along a section of Dar es Salaam’s Kisutu

Street, as found earlier this week. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

JOHANNESBURG

Biggest companies agree to help
resolve South Africa water crisis

SOUTH Africa’s biggest companies explore and widen a partnership
with the government to help resolve a water crisis that’s threatening to
leave the nation’s commercial hub dry.

Business for South Africa, which is already works with the government

to boost energy production, fix a broken logistics system and tackle one
of the world’s highest crime rates - has held talks with President Cyril
Ramaphosa over helping with the issue.

The offer of assistance comes as Africa’s most industrialised economy
wrestles with a worsening water crisis mainly attributable to decades of
underinvestment and poor maintenance.

Earlier this month Rand Water, Africa’s biggest bulk water supplier, said
Gauteng province, the nation’s commercial hub in which almost 16 mil-
lion people live could run out of water unless consumption wasn’'t im-
mediately curbed.

“There is a particular challenge in Gauteng,” said Martin Kingston,
chairman of the steering committee of the business grouping, known as
B4SA, said in an interview on Friday. “There is significant scope for the
private sector to provide assistance with operation and maintenance and
to mobilise capital for incremental investment in infrastructure.”

B4SA, which the chief executive officers of more than 140 major compa-
nies have signed up to support, plans to initially pool information about
what the private sector is doing in the water industry and then seek to
assist the government. A decision on how the partnership may proceed
will be made in coming months, he said.

“With the correct structural reform and an appropriate regulatory en-
vironment as a backdrop” private companies will invest in water,” he said.

South Africa is the 22nd-most water-stressed nation in the world, sand-
wiched between the largely desert nations of Namibia and Iraq, accord-
ing to an assessment by the World Resources Institute.

The country uses more than 80 percent of its renewable water resourc-
es every year, the nonprofit research company said.

Gauteng — which is the site of South Africa’s biggest city Johannesburg
and its capital Pretoria — is plagued by aging and poorly maintained wa-
ter infrastructure.

Johannesburg alone loses 44 percent of its water to leaks and theft and
has a R26.9 billion ($1.5 billion) maintenance and water infrastructure
backlog.

B4SA’s partnership with the government has already led to changes
to legislation that’s fostered a boom in the building of privately owned
power plants, easing years of recurrent power outages. A framework that
will allow more private participation in running the country’s ports and
freight rail network has also been put in place.

UN envoy proposes partition as solution to Western Sahara

NEW YORK

THE United Nations envoy for Western
Sahara, Staffan de Mistura, has proposed
partitioning the territory between Moroc-
co and the Polisario Front as a potential
resolution to the nearly five-decade-long
conflict.

The dispute, which began in 1975, sees
Morocco asserting its claim over Western
Sahara while the Algeria-backed Polisario

Front advocates for full independence.

In a closed briefing to the UN Security
Council, de Mistura outlined his vision for
the territory’s future, suggesting that the
southern region could become independ-
ent, while the northern part would be in-
tegrated into Morocco, with international
recognition of Moroccan sovereignty.

However, both Morocco and the Polisa-
rio Front have firmly rejected the proposal.

De Mistura cautioned that if tangible pro-

gress is not achieved within six months, he
would consider stepping down from his
role as envoy.

The UN Security Council has repeat-
edly called on both parties to strive for a
political resolution, describing Morocco's
autonomy plan as "serious and credible."

Morocco’s plan has garnered significant
support from key international players. In
July, France joined the United States in en-
dorsing Morocco's sovereignty over West-

ern Sahara, while Spain and several Arab
and African nations have also expressed
their backing.

The diplomatic support reflects a broad-
er trend, as more countries align with Mo-
rocco’s position in the dispute.

Despite the backing, tensions remain
high. The Polisario Front withdrew from
the UN-brokered ceasefire in 2020, reig-
niting sporadic hostilities. Although the
conflict is currently of low intensity, the

situation remains volatile, with periodic
flare-ups reported. De Mistura's proposal
has sparked renewed debate about the
best path forward for peace in the region.

Observers are concerned that the lack
of a comprehensive agreement could lead
to further instability. As the UN continues
to push for dialogue, the need for a viable
solution that addresses the aspirations of
both parties remains critical to achieving
lasting peace in Western Sahara.
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Tabora regional commissioner Paul Chacha (2nd-R) and members of the region’s defence and security committee - which he chairs - pictured on Thursday
at a Lake Victoria water access and relaying point installed at Ihelele village in Misungwi District, Mwanza Region, and managed by the Kahama-Shinyanga

Water Supply and Sanitation Authority. Photo: Correspondent Marco Maduhu

Nigeria to launch new malaria
vaccine after receiving doses

ABUJA

NIGERIA will become one of
the first countries to roll out a
new malaria vaccine after receiv-
ing a first batch of 846,200 doses.

Developed by scientists at the
University of Oxford in England,
the R2I vaccine was produced
by Serum Institute of India and
Novavax.

The Nigerian Health Minister,
Muhammad Ali Pate, said the
doses represent a significant
milestone in the country’s efforts
to eliminate malaria.

Mosquitoes, which spread the
disease to humans through bites,
breed in water and are especially
plentiful during the rainy season.

Malaria remains a major pub-
lic health challenge in Nigeria,
affecting some 97 percent of the
population.

According to the World Health
Organization, it is the worlds
worst-affected country, account-
ing for 31 per cent of global
deaths from the disease.

The health ministry says the
inoculations, which were pro-

cured in partnership with the
international Vaccine Alliance,
Gavi, will be administered freely.

A trial roll out will begin in two
states with the highest malaria
burden, Kebbi in the north and
Bayelsa on the coast, before ex-
panding nationwide.

Abalance 0f 153,800 more dos-
es is expected in the country on
26 October, bringing the number
of available vaccines to a million.

A trial roll out will
begin in two states
with the highest
malaria burden,
Kebbi in the north
and Bayelsa on the
coast, before ex-
panding nationwide

Healthcare Indaba 2024: Advancing global health through innovation, digital solutions

CAPETOWN

DELEGATES will gather in Cape
Town, South Africa, this month for
the second annual Healthcare In-
daba, part of the 2024 Africa Health
Congress, to discuss and chare ex-
pertise to advance innovation in
addressing health challenges.

Taking place from October 22 to
24 at the Cape Town International
Convention Centre (CTICC), the
two-day Indaba expands on last
year’s successful inaugural event,
featuring discussions on global
health and artificial intelligence

(AI) and digital health.

A new element this year is the
dedicated forum titled “Empow-
HER: Women in Healthcare,”
aimed at celebrating female lead-
ership in the sector.

Cynthia Makarutse, spokesper-
son for the organisers, said: “Our
goal is to create a lasting brand that
supports women in healthcare,
providing insights into leadership
journeys and fostering a support-
ive community. Our speakers will
share their personal experiences,
challenges, and successes to in-
spire the audience and ensure the

sustainability of our industry.”

Prof. Salome Maswime, Head of
the Global Surgery Division at the
University of Cape Town, will chair
the Global Health discussions.

She expressed excitement about
the programme, emphasizing its
potential to redefine Africa’s role in
global health.

“We have an opportunity to re-
imagine the future of Global Health
for Africa,” Maswime said, noting
that the Vice President of the United
Nations Foundation will deliver the
keynote address on strategies for a
resilient future.

The second day will focus on Al &
Digital Health, showcasing how tech-
nology can revolutionize healthcare
delivery. Dr Mories Atoki, chief ex-
ecutive officer of ABCHealth, high-
lighted the significance of this day
as a platform for experts to address
pressing healthcare challenges.

“The conversations here will influ-
ence policy and drive improvements
in healthcare services across the
continent,” he said.

Dr Chris Fourie, a speaker on the
second day, emphasized the impor-
tance of addressing health data ac-
cessibility in Africa before fully lev-

eraging Al technologies.

He pointed out that understand-
ing the burden of disease in Africa is
crucial for effective Al implementa-
tion.

“We need to focus on infectious
diseases and maternal child health
when targeting data science and Al
interventions,” he said.

The third day will feature the Em-
powHER forum, showcasing leading
female voices in healthcare. Ma-
karutse described the summit as a
chance for women to unite, sharing
their journeys to inspire others.

Makarutse emphasized that the

Healthcare Indaba has become a
catalyst for change, bringing togeth-
er diverse stakeholders to establish
an ecosystem of innovation.

“This gathering will transform
healthcare delivery across Africa
and inspire solutions on a global
scale,” she said.

The Africa Health Congress,
organised by Informal Markets’
Global Healthcare Group, aims to
bridge gaps in medical knowledge
through CPD-accredited confer-
ences, offering the latest insights
into cutting-edge healthcare pro-
cedures and techniques.

Suicide bomber kills at least
seven at a cafe in Mogadishu

MOGADISHU

AN explosion at a café in Mogadishu, Somalia, has
left at least seven people dead and six others injured.

The attack occurred on Thursday, October 17, 2024,
near the General Kaahiye Police Academy, where So-
mali soldiers and police officers were stationed.

Witnesses reported that the café, a popular spot for
locals and security personnel, was bustling with activ-
ity when the suicide bomber detonated an explosive
device.

The victims included both police officers and civil-
ians who were enjoying tea outside the establishment
at the time of the blast.

Deegsan Ahmed, an eyewitness and survivor of the
attack, recounted the moments leading up to the ex-
plosion. “Some people found the bomber suspicious
due to the item he was carrying and questioned his
intentions. After they voiced their concerns, he blew
himself up,” Ahmed said.

His account highlights the chilling nature of the at-
tack and the constant fear residents’ face.

Emergency services quickly arrived at the scene,
transporting the injured to nearby hospitals for urgent
care. Authorities have not yet released the names of
the victims, but local officials confirmed that many
were well-known in the community.

This bombing has raised alarm over the ongoing
violence in Mogadishu, where attacks by extremist
groups, remain a significant threat.

Just days before this incident, security forces had
intensified operations against militants in the region,
aiming to restore stability in a city long plagued by in-
security.

In response to the attack, the Somali government
condemned the violence and pledged to enhance se-
curity measures around critical areas, including police
facilities and public spaces. Officials have called on the
public to remain vigilant and report any suspicious ac-
tivities to prevent further tragedies.

Implementation of rapid transit bus transport infrastructure project in progress at the Goldstar section of Dar es Salaam’s Nkrumah Street earlier this week. Photo: Cor-
respondent Jumanne Juma

EU leaders’ summit opens with more stringent migration policy

BRUSSELS

EUROPEAN Union leaders
arrived at a summit in Brus-
sels, Belgium on Thursday to
seek ways to make the bloc a
more hostile destination for
migrants and asylum seek-
ers following a recent surge
in support for anti-migration
parties.

As the summit opened,
the 27 EU leaders prepared
to look at plans to speed up
initiatives to get unwanted
migrants out of the bloc and
process asylum applications
far outside their borders.

The tenor of the debate is
a far cry from 2015, less than
a decade ago, when the EU
was faced with a migration

crisis. Well over a million mi-
grants and refugees sought
help then, mainly from the
Middle East and Afghanistan.
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, the EU's dominant
national leader at the time,
famously said, “We can man-
age that.”

Now, EU leaders want to
manage and seal off their bor-

ders ever more tightly.

In recent weeks, Poland has
said it wants to temporarily
suspend the right to asylum,
Italy has opened two centres
to process asylum seekers
outside its borders in Albania
and Germany has reinstated
border controls — all of them
measures going in the same
direction.

With the extreme right surg-
ing in the EU parliamentary
elections in June and in other
polls in Germany and Austria
since, migration remains a
trigger button for leaders.

On Wednesday, an Italian
navy ship docked at the Alba-
nian port of Shengjin to bring
the first group of 16 migrants
intercepted in international

waters for processing there.
Under a five-year deal
signed last November by Ital-
ian Premier Giorgia Meloni
and her Albanian counter-
part, Edi Rama, up to 3,000
migrants picked up by the Ital-
ian coast guard in internation-
al waters each month will be
sheltered in Albania. They will
be screened initially on board

the ships that rescue them be-
fore being sent to Albania for
further assessment.

Unauthorized migration to
the bloc declined sharply in
the initial eight months of the
year, regardless of increasing
political rhetoric, violence
aimed at migrants, and gains
by far-right anti-immigration
gatherings.
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Tech experts call for unified efforts
to strengthen Africa’s cyber security

KIGALI

DIGITAL technology experts attend-
ing the 2024 Africa Cyber Defence
Forum, which officially opened on
Wednesday in the Rwandan capital of
Kigali, have called for concerted and
unified efforts to safeguard Africa's
digital infrastructure against rising
global cyber threats.

“There's a need to have a common
goal to secure Africa because cyber-
security is the next drive,” William
Baraza, chairman of the forum, said
during the meeting, emphasizing that
collaboration among African nations
is crucial to counter the growing cy-
ber threats targeting businesses and
governments across the continent.

James Kimuyu, director of Kenya’s
National Computer and Cybercrimes
Coordination Committee, expressed
optimism during a panel session at
the forum. “Threats are common, and
so are the solutions. Working together
between the private and public sec-
tors will help create a safer environ-
ment for businesses to thrive,” he said.

Innocent Muhizi, chief executive
officer of the Rwanda Information
Society Authority, highlighted the
importance of identifying and valu-
ing critical infrastructure for effective
protection at the event.

“We need to know what critical in-
frastructure looks like and attach val-
ue to it to inform security strategies,”
Mubhizi explained.

Zareefa Saleh Mustafa, manager of
the cybersecurity department at Nige-
ria's National Information Technology
Development Agency, underscored
the importance of sharing cyberse-
curity best practices among African
nations. She emphasized that adopt-
ing proven solutions from neighbor-
ing countries could be more effective
than starting from scratch.

Speaking at the forum, Paula Inga-
bire, Rwanda's minister of informa-
tion communication technology and
innovation, called for harmonized
cybersecurity laws across Africa to
address the capacity gaps that hinder
the continent's digital growth. She
stressed the need for collective efforts
to effectively counter cyber threats
and ensure a secure, inclusive future
for Africa.

The forum, which runs through Fri-
day and has brought together more
than 400 cybersecurity experts from
50 countries, aims to discuss strate-
gies for strengthening Africa's cyber
resilience with a focus on cybersecu-
rity policies, incident response frame-
works, and capacity-building initia-
tives.

Air France-KLM'’s Tanzania Country manager Rajat Kumar pictured at Dar es Salaam’s Julius Nyerere International Airport recently presenting
an International Day of the Girl Child gift to one of the girls cared for at the city’s Ebenezer Centre. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Symposium roots for upscale of perennial rice planting in Africa

By Special Correspondent, Addis Ababa

THE China-Africa International
Symposium on Perennial Rice in
Africa opened on Wednesday at
the African Union (AU) headquar-
ters in Addis Ababa with a call for
expanding perennial rice planting
across the continent.

The symposium discussed how
perennial rice could boost food
security in Africa by fostering in-
novative agricultural practices and
leveraging the strategic partner-
ship between China and Africa in
the agricultural sector.

Josefa Leonel Sacko, AU com-
missioner for agriculture, rural
development, blue economy and
sustainable environment, said
Africa is not self-sufficient in rice
production and relies heavily on
imports to meet about 64 percent
of its demand.

"To bridge the existing gap be-
tween supply and demand, we
must embrace innovative solutions
that promote sustainable rice cul-
tivation. One of such solutions is
the introduction and promotion of
perennial rice, developed through
cutting-edge breeding techniques,”

Sacko said.

Perennial rice is unique in that it
can grow for several years without
the need for replanting and often
offers a range of benefits to small-
holder farmers, including low pro-
duction costs. "It is commendable
that Africa should embrace the
perennial rice to reduce the cost
of production, improve soil fertil-
ity, reduce erosion and loss of nu-
trients, and promote biodiversity,"
she said.

The commissioner also said Chi-
na and Africa have a long-standing
partnership in the field of agricul-

ture, which was scaled up through
the China-Africa science and tech-
nology partnership, paving the
way for the transfer of agricultural
technology to Affrica.

"This symposium is yet another
testament to strengthen China-
Africa cooperation to enhance
the adoption of perennial rice
throughout Africa by leveraging
China's expertise in agricultural
research and Africa's biodiversity,"
Sacko added.

Addressing the symposium,
which brought together leading
Chinese and African agricultural

scientists and experts, Hu Chang-
chun, head of the Chinese Mission
to the AU, said China has been ac-
tively sharing its experience and
technologies to help the continent
ensure food security through agri-
cultural development.

"China has built 24 agricultural
technology demonstration cen-
tres and five demonstration parks
in Africa, and promoted more
than 300 advanced and practical
technologies such as green super
rice, high-yield corn, greenhouse
vegetable cultivation, and rapid
cassava breeding, which have ef-

fectively improved the agro-indus-
trial production chain in Africa,"
Hu said.

He said trial planting of peren-
nial rice is underway in Uganda,
Madagascar, Burundi, Nigeria, Ken-
ya and other countries, yielding
more than six tonnes of rice per
hectare.

Perennial rice technology was
developed by Chinese agrono-
mists, and it was selected as the
"International Agricultural Inno-
vation Technology" in 2018 by the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations.

Africa CDC urges partners to honour
pledges as mpox death toll tops 1,100

A porter in business at Dar es Salaam’s Mbezi Luis commuter bus stop yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

By Special Correspondent

THE number of mpox-related
deaths has now exceeded 1,100, im-
pacting 18 of Africa’s 55 nations.

The statistic was unveiled on
Thursday by Jean Kaseya, the head
of the Africa Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention (Africa
CDC).

The recent surge in fatalities
includes 50 deaths reported this
week alone, highlighting the urgent
need for effective intervention.

Kaseya called on international
partners to fulfill their financial
commitments to support Africa’s
response to the ongoing outbreak.

“A coordinated global effort is
crucial to manage the outbreak
and prevent further loss of life, urg-
ing immediate action to ensure that
promised support is delivered to
those in need,” he said.

The Africa CDC, in collaboration
with the World Health Organisa-
tion, has proposed a six-month ac-
tion plan with an estimated budget
of nearly $600 million.

Of the total, 55 percent is allocat-
ed specifically for mpox response
efforts in 14 affected nations, while
the remaining funds aim to bol-
ster preparedness in 15 additional
countries.

Mpox, which is related to small-
pox but typically causes milder

symptoms, can still lead to severe
complications. Common symp-
toms include fever, body aches,
and, in serious cases, lesions on the
face, hands, and genitals. The virus
poses a particular risk to vulner-
able populations, including those
with weakened immune systems.
In recent developments, Zambia
and Zimbabwe confirmed their
first cases of mpox, adding to the
list of affected countries. Eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo con-
tinues to serve as the epicenter of
this global health emergency, with
healthcare systems strained by the
increasing number of infections.
The mpox virus was first identi-
fied in Denmark in 1958 and has
historically spread sporadically
in Central and West Africa. How-
ever, the outbreak that began in
2022 marked a significant escala-
tion, as wealthier nations quickly
mobilized to distribute vaccines
from their stockpiles to combat the

o ‘ ‘

A coordinated global
effort is crucial to
manage the outbreak
and prevent further
loss of life

Gaza Strip faces famine risks despite reduced hunger level

GAZA

MORE than a year into Is-
rael’s war, the Gaza Strip re-
mains vulnerable to famine,
despite a recent decrease in
the number of individuals
experiencing severe hunger,
according to the Integrated
Food Security Phase Classifi-
cation (IPC), which monitors
hunger crises.

Antoine Renard, the World
Food Programme Country

Director, stated that, "Any
improvements in food se-
curity we see are a result of
the amount of humanitar-
ian aid and commercial flows
entering Gaza. With local
food systems destroyed and
farms damaged, people are
completely dependent on
supplies coming through the
border. For real progress, this
flow of aid must be steady
and reliable."

According to the Integrated

Food Security Phase Classi-
fication (IPC), more than 1.8
million individuals, approxi-
mately 86 percent of Gaza's
population, are facing severe
hunger crises.

The IPC cautioned that the
situation could decline swift-
ly, forecasting a doubling of
catastrophic hunger levels in
the upcoming months.

It highlighted a recent re-
duction in aid, the beginning
of the typical cold and rainy

winter, and the difficult cir-
cumstances people endure in
overcrowded tent camps with
inadequate food, clean water,
and toilets.

This week, the United
States warned Israel that it
might cut off military aid if its
ally does not do more to ad-
dress the humanitarian crisis
in Gaza.

Israel's military says slightly
more than 5,800 tons of food
have arrived in Gaza this

month, compared to almost
76,000 tons in September.

Aisha Saliby, a woman
forced to leave Gaza City, ex-
pressed her despair, saying,"
Our primary desire is for the
fighting to stop. We do not
seek food or drink. End the
war and let us return home in
safety."

In a statement released on
Wednesday regarding a sec-
ond shipment, the military
announced that it will persist

in following international law
to help facilitate the entry of
humanitarian aid into the
Gaza Strip.

Israel has been in control
of Gaza's entire land border
since May.

The Israeli military organi-
zation overseeing civilian
matters, known as COGAT, as-
serts that it imposes no limits
on humanitarian aid entering
Gaza and blames U.N. agen-
cies and aid groups for delays

in aid delivery.

In contrast, these organiza-
tions contend that their oper-
ations are greatly affected by
Israeli restrictions, ongoing
violence, displacement, and
the deterioration of law and
order in many regions.

In recent weeks, Israel has
again mandated the evacu-
ation of the northern third
of Gaza and has launched a
new major military operation
there.
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Commuter bus e-ticketing
appears all but ‘explosive’

THERE has recently been talk of
plans to apply an electronic tick-
eting model to Dar es Salaam city
commuter buses, ostensibly to im-
prove efficiency, transparency and
revenue collection in the transport
sector.

This isn't exactly a done deal,
but launching official canvassing
for the idea prepares the way for
its formalisation and then a rough
start to its application on the
ground.

It is unclear where else in the
region and perhaps much further
e-ticketing is made applicable to
commuter buses as total formali-
sation.

A communications official with
the Land Transport Regulatory
Authority (Latra) has spoken on
the importance of investing in e-
ticketing - at the launch of a care-
fully designed ‘daladala experi-
ence’. The theme featured was
a bit academic, suggesting that
it was intended for an audience
rather than passengers, when it
talks of ‘exploring Tanzanian iden-
tity through immersive art’.

Earlier, there was a meeting be-
tween traffic police officers and
drivers of upcountry buses on the
need to observe ‘etiquette’ in gen-
eral and the use of polite language
in particular.

Public transport certainly plays
a decisive role in the lives of mil-
lions of people, from the popular
daladala minibuses to the Dar es
Salaam Rapid Transit (DART) sys-
tem and, lately, the standard gauge
railway (SGR) as summarised in
the LATRA documentary.

It neatly skipped over the regu-
lar city rail transit service that is
close to the commuter bus experi-
ence and which would probably
have been run far more efficiently
were it in the private sector.

With ticket prices or fares low,
the taxation has to be low as well,
not sharing out revenues as e-
ticketing would definitely mean or

Trading key mineral

imply.

It was surprising that the docu-
mentary needs to be viewed by
the authorities concerned as a val-
uable resource for understanding
the people’s daily lives, challenges
and potential solutions for public
transportation.

This demanding use of com-
muter buses calls for e-ticketing
investment rather than e-ticketing
as a solution, where it would be ex-
plicit that fares will not rise - which
is impossible.

The point is that electronic de-
vices are becoming the right tool
for levies and taxes; it is easy to ad-
minister taxes that way.

More to the point, though, is that
the communications official noted
that the documentary highlights
overcrowding, safety concerns
and inefficiencies in fare collec-
tion. Where e-ticketing could ad-
dress some of these challenges
it would streamline payments,
reduce the incidence of fare dis-
putes and enhance revenue man-
agement.

It is easily the last element that
counts in that commuter bus op-
erators would work in a three-way
sharing modality, not between bus
owners and crew but involving
owners, crew and the government
in relatively comparable amounts.
The result could easily be crip-
pling private buses and expanding
DART services.

Explicit publicity stunts like ‘da-
ladala Xperience’ showcasing in-
novative technologies or intersec-
tion of art, technology and culture
“as seen through the transport
system” may excite administra-
tors, but the bottom line is the fare
level. The taxes the government
has been collecting are nearly con-
stantly rising, so it is relevant to sys-
tematise formal sector tax sources
of revenue, while also amplifying
the public-private partnership for-
mat to elicit higher levels of financ-
ing for development projects.

s via local auctions

by state agencies might stutter yet again

SEEING is believing. The saying
could aptly apply to how far domes-
tic gemstone auctions being rein-
stated at various points across the
country will succeed in being used
by miners and traders for window-
dressing while they do their real busi-
ness by auxiliary means.

Auctions are to take place in key
mineral production, marketing and
sales areas like Mirerani, Mahenge,
Tunduru, Dar es Salaam, Arusha and
Tanga, with more expected interna-
tionally in the likes of Thailand’s capi-
tal, Bangkok.

Auction procedures started after
President Samia Suluhu Hassan’s di-
rective as she inaugurated the Mwan-
zagold refinery back this June, which
implies that local auctions will to that
extent ease the way for the refinery
to access gold ore. With the major
producers found in the formal sec-
tor, that should not pose problems.
However, there are sharp revenue
breaches when the minerals market
is haphazard, as much of it is taken
across borders.

So the issue is less about reinstat-
ing such actions than about aligning
their conduct with markets in near-
by areas in that miners could decide
to sell there instead of being pushed
to cross borders.

The Tanzania Mining Commis-
sion, in collaboration with the Tan-
zania Mercantile Exchange (TMX),
is being assigned to steer those auc-
tions, apparently equipped with an
electronic trading system.

That is a significant point as elec-
tronic systems ease trading when
taxes are minimal and make trad-
ing impossible when taxes are opti-
mised and fully billed via that device.

As it is unclear that there is a re-

thinking of the tax levels directed at
the sector; for both large miners and
small-scale units, chances of enthusi-
astic use of auction mechanisms are
limited.

The ministry is right now preoccu-
pied with legal procedures needed
for auction operations to start before
the necessary infrastructure for do-
mestic auctions is in place.

It is understood that those over-
seeing the project boast consider-
able exposure on how international
exhibitions and auctions operate
- and view local auctions as a win-
dow through which to promote local
gemstones in wider markets.

Some would disagree, as it is
enough for a trader to promote the
goods he or she has online. Exchang-
es can be conducted in much the
same way, without anyone needing
to travel to Mirerani or some other
auction centre.

Additionally, vital gemstones can
do without exhibitions connecting
local traders with reliable markets to
ensure that they get fair and appro-
priate prices.

In the final analysis, the stumbling
block is less the prices offered by
traders but the levies levelled by the
state, and there has been no hint that
remedial or corrective action may
come any time soon.

But as some ministerial officials
might privately suggest, the proce-
dures being set up will prove usable
for traders and thus the new auction
infrastructure will be put to good use.
With that, all that the public can do
is to wait and see how far the new
procedures are market-friendly. All
fallback options of using informal
selling mechanisms meanwhile re-
main in place.
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Why print is an enduring force for advertisers

By Special Correspondent

IN a world fixated on quick wins and
bottom-line results, print advertising has
come to stand as a testament to brand-
building despite closures of print publi-
cations and declining print sales.

Indeed, in today’s digital age, it might
seem like the heyday of print media is
long behind us. However, while the in-
ternet and social media may have lured
us away with their addictive algorithms,
print is far from dead.

“People dont live digital-only lives.
While online channels offer conveni-
ence, offline channels offer trust and can
be more powerful in conveying an emo-
tional message,” says Kevin Huang, chief
operating officer of SCMP (South China
Morning Post).

Legacy publications like Vogue, Es-
quire, Time and The Economist still print
their books every single month. And in
2024, revenue in the print newspapers
and magazines market worldwide is fore-
casted to reach US$111.60 billion.

Bettina Von Schlippe, publisher of
Vogue in Singapore, says that print con-
tinues to be a vital revenue stream for
the publication: “Despite a slight pivot to-
wards digital channels, print advertising
remains robust, bolstered by additional
content offerings that enrich our readers’
experience. Print’s relevance persists,
capturing societal trends and becoming
a collector’s treasure, much like cultural
artifacts of popular culture.”

Increasingly, in an era of information
overload, print offers a sanctuary of cu-
rated content, a respite from the relent-
less scroll of social media.

In fact, print is seeing a resurgence in
some cases as a counter-trend prioritis-
ing and championing more analogue
forms of tangible media in response to
the dominance of digital.

“Specifically, we are seeing print maga-
zines become a popular platform for
brands or communities to make a state-
ment,” says Agalia Tan, senior planner at
We Are Social Singapore.

Tan explains: “Take for example, Met-
alabel, who has published The Dark For-
est Anthology and thus brought together
some of the most influential voices on
the web and in culture to talk about how
to survive in an increasingly adversarial
internet.”

“Unlike scrolling on a feed and reflex-
ively liking or spending time watching
content, purchasing print media is a de-
liberate act that signals resonance and
true engagement,” notes Tan.

Brand building with print advertis-
ng

Studies show that print advertising has
a 70-80 per cent higher recall rate than
digital advertising, with eight out of ten
people trusting print advertisements the
most when purchasing. So, while digital
may take up the lion’s share of media
buyers’ spend these days, it’s not always
the better option.

“People have been talking about the
digital era for more than 30 years,” says

SCMP’s Huang, adding: “Today,
many of our clients tell us that their
effectiveness studies show that they
have over-invested in digital chan-
nels - particularly during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. Now that people are
out again, they are reassessing their
channel mix. Clients need to reach
their audiences at the right moment
with the right message, and that
does not always happen online.”

“Print advertising cultivates emo-
tional resonance, reinforces brand
values and creates a lasting impres-
sion that translates in to in-
creased brand awareness, enhanced
loyalty, and ultimately, a higher will-
ingness to pay a premium,” says Jor-
dan Heathfield, VP of connections
and brand experience at Assembly.

“For brands seeking to cultivate
a sophisticated image, reach a dis-
cerning clientele, or simply savour
the slow burn of a lasting impres-
sion - print advertisements are un-
matched,” Heathfield adds.

While fleeting social media posts
might capture attention for a mo-
ment, a print advertisement invites
a slower, more intentional form
of engagement. Sure, media con-
sumption has evolved, but that only
makes the enduring power of print
more potent.

“It is a statement, a deliberate
choice to slow down, to engage
deeply, to indulge in the artistry
of storytelling and visual expres-
sion,” notes Heathfield, adding: “For
brands that understand this, print
isn’t just a channel; it’s a passport to
aworld of influence and affluence.”

In particular, this is something
that luxury brands understand
more than most - that print advertis-
ing isn’t merely a medium but rather
an extension of their brand ethos.

To that end, there is a symbiotic
and unspoken agreement between
luxury houses such as Chanel, Dior,
Prada, Loewe and Alighieri and lega-
cy publications like Vogue, Harper’s
Bazaar and Esquire.

“The media investment helps to
boost the brand’s editorial visibility
and competitive share of voice with-
in the publication, and editors are
in turn more open to incorporating
their brands and products organi-
cally in fashion shoots,” says Nicole
Seah, executive director of Zenith
Singapore.

“Given that these publications re-
main a source of authority on fash-
ion, fashion brands are well-placed
when their clothing items appear
ingenuously in manicured photo-
shoots,” adds Seah.

For the luxury sector in particular,
the print market remains vibrant,
where advertisers also value print’s
prestige for brand showcasing and
image enhancement.

“The demographic engaging with
print is diverse, including dedicated
readers who appreciate the tactile

experience and the depth of well-
curated content,” says Vogue’s Von
Schlippe, adding: “Print maintains
its social and economic relevance,
consistently delivering value to both
readers and advertisers.”

In fact, several fashion brands still
have clear performance indicators
linked to print advertising. “They
continue to invest because they
achieve tangible returns on invest-
ment. Print’s allure is not just in its
nostalgia but in its unique ability to
engage audiences through quality
and exclusivity,” notes Von Schlippe.

The ‘death’ of print

Yet, while a handful of legacy pub-
lications still print their books each
month, the fact remains that print
titles are increasingly being forced to
shut down entirely or move online
amid falling reader numbers and de-
clining advertising revenue.

According to a WARC study, global
publishing print advertising revenue
halved in six years, collapsing from
US$75.9bn in 2016 to US$37.3bn in
2022. In addition, print press has
the lowest reach of any major chan-
nel monitored by WARC Media and
GWL

Dozens of print titles have fallen
prey to collapsing revenues. Last
year, popular Hong Kong lifestyle
and travel magazine U Magazine
axed its print version to become
digital-only, but in June this year
also ended its digital edition and
ceased all operations.

In 2020, over 100 of News Corp’s
regional and community titles in
Australia pulled the plug on their
print editions and instead moved
to digital-only formats.

Similarly, in July, Austral-
ian Community Media (ACM), the
country’s largest regional publish-
er, announced that it would cease
printing weekday editions of sev-
eral of its newspapers. It cited
“unsustainable production costs”
along with reduced funding and
changing consumer habits for its
decision.

“The shift from print to digital
has been substantial over the past
decade. Digital advertising has
gained an edge by offering more
precise targeting and less wastage,
which is crucial in today’s eco-
nomic environment,” says Laura
Kleiman, strategic partnerships
manager at Bench Media.

She elaborated: “As circulation
and advertising revenues decline,
many print outlets are working
with reduced budgets, limiting
their ability to produce the large-
scale, premium editorial content
that once defined them. I believe
the mass-market dominance of print
is likely a thing of the past.”

Yelia Schnelle, senior planning
director at UM Australia, mean-
while says that print media is facing

challenges owing to younger gen-
erations’ preference for digital feed-
based platforms.

“To thrive, print publications need
to create content that is tailored to
the print format rather than simply
replicating digital content on pa-
per. Ultimately, success depends on
building demand for their content,
regardless of the medium, within
their ecosystem,” adds Schnelle.

Resurgence of analogue in digi-
tal age

As the world becomes increas-
ingly digital, the resurgence of ana-
logue is a reminder that there is still
value in the tangible. From vinyl to
toys and print photography, the de-
sire for tangible, physical objects
persists with print media being no
exception.

In an era of streaming and play-
lists, Gen Z and younger generations
are flocking to record stores, drawn
to the tactile experience and authen-
ticity of vinyl. In fact, vinyl sales have
seen double-digit growth for over a
decade, with 41 million records sold
in 2022 alone.

Vinyl sales have seen double-digit
growth for over a decade, with 41
million records sold in 2022 alone.

“This resurgence of “analogue’ in a
digital world mirrors the enduring
appeal of print advertising,” says
Heathfield, adding: “It’s a cultural
artifact, tapping into the desire for
authenticity and a sense of nostal-
gia digital channels cannot. This
aligns with the growing trend of
mindfulness and conscious con-
sumption among younger demo-
graphics, who are seeking deeper
connections with brands and ex-
periences.”

Furthermore, print aligns with
the growing desire for authentic-
ity and tangible experiences. In a
world of virtual connections, the
physicality of print offers a reas-
suring anchor, a reminder of the
real world.

Looking to the future, it appears
that print is not about clinging to
the past but about embracing in-
novation.

Augmented reality, QR codes
and personalised printing are just
a few examples of how print is
adapting to the digital age, blur-
ring the lines between the physi-
cal and virtual worlds.

For example, with virtual reality
apps, consumers can turn regular
print media into moving pictures.

“Print will undoubtedly remain
a force in the future, not as a relic
of a bygone era, but as a dynamic
medium that continues to evolve
and adapt,” says Heathfield, add-
ing: “It will continue to appeal to
those who crave quality, depth
and a tangible connection with
brands.”

« Campaign Asia
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By Telesphor Magobe

ANZANIA on October 17 joined other coun-

tries across the world to mark International

Day for the Eradication of Poverty. The Global

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2024,
which was released hardly two days ago, suggests that
Tanzania is one of only 9 countries across the world
which has experienced significant reductions in both
MPI value and incidence of poverty

“Of the 17 countries with trend data that ends in
2021/22 or later, spanning at least part of the Covid-19
pandemic, only 9 countries have experienced signifi-
cant reductions in both MPI value and incidence of
poverty.”

Besides Tanzania, other countries are Benin, Cam-
bodia, Comoros, the Kingdom of Eswatini, Kenya,
Mozambique, the Philippines, and Trinidad and To-
bago. This is according to a new report titled “Global
Multidimensional Poverty Index 2024: Poverty amid
conflict” compiled by UNDP and Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative. The MPI is a key inter-
national resource that measures acute multidimen-
sional poverty among over 100 countries across the
world.

Furthermore, the report says in 86 countries, cover-
ing about 6 billion people, data from one or several
periods has been harmonised to examine how pov-
erty has evolved. “Of these countries, 76 experienced
a statistically significant absolute reduction in global
MPI value over at least one time period (74 countries
reduced the incidence of poverty), and 20 experi-
enced a statistically significant reduction across at
least two time periods.”

The report says four countries, namely the King-
dom of Eswatini, Nepal, the Philippines and Tanzania
experienced a significant reduction in MPI value and
incidence of poverty over three time periods.

The MPI 2024 report overlays violent conflict data
with multidimensional poverty data to better under-
stand their inter-linkages across countries and over
time.

Tanzania experiences significant
reduction in poverty incidence

the youth, and the continent lags be-
hind other regions of the world with
respect to social development indica-
tors. The progress made is also threat-
ened by rising inequalities of incomes
and opportunity, particularly for the
youth and women.”

Moreover, the MPI 2024 says over
half of the 1.1 billion poor people are
children under the age of 18 (584 mil-
lion). Globally, 27.9 per cent of chil-
dren live in poverty compared to 13.5
per cent of adults. “[At least] 83.2 per
cent of the world’s 1.1 billion multi-
dimensionally poor people live in sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia. Sub-
Saharan Africa has 553 million people
living in poverty, and South Asia, 402
million.”

The global MPI shows who the poor
are, where they live and what depriva-
tions hold them back from achieving
the wellbeing they deserve. The re-
port shows that the largest numbers
of poor people are deprived of cook-
ing fuel, housing and sanitation. Yet,
deprivations in nutrition, child mor-
tality, years of schooling and school
attendance carry a higher weight. “Ex-
amining the contribution of each indi-
cator to MPI value takes into account
both the number of deprivations and
their weight.”

The report concludes that address-
ing multidimensional poverty in con-

flict-affected contexts requires a com-

“The Uppsala Conflict Data Program
(UCDP) is the primary data source, but
sensitivity analyses were also run using
other key conflict datasets.” Thus, the
report finds that MPI value tends to be
much higher in conflict-affected settings
and in countries affected by protracted
conflict, poverty reduction is reversed,
stagnant or slower.

The MPI 2024 covers 112 countries
across the world and 6.3 billion people,
1.1 billion people (18.3 per cent) live in
acute multidimensional poverty (below
$1.25 a day). This year it has covered
1,359 subnational regions and shows
that 1.1 billion of 6.3 billion people live
in acute multidimensional poverty, over
half of them being children.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
1.1 states: “By 2030, eradicate extreme
poverty for all people everywhere, cur-
rently measured as people living on
less than $1.25 a day”. The international
poverty line, which is currently $2.15 per
person per day, is the threshold that de-
termines whether a person is living in
poverty (is poor).

Article 9 of the Constitution of the
United Republic of Tanzania (R.E. 2005)
states that “the state authority and all its
agencies are obliged to direct their poli-
cies and programmes towards ensur-
ing - (i) that the use of national wealth
places emphasis on the development of
the people and in particular is geared
towards the eradication of poverty, ig-

norance and disease.”

Poverty especially in Africa is still a

prehensive approach that integrates
peace-building, humanitarian assis-
tance and poverty alleviation to build

major problem and is essentially con-
tributed by lack of effective leadership
and the mismanagement of national
resources. There are many examples to
show that if African countries had effec-
tive leaders they would have made con-
siderable progress in various sectors of
the economy.

Although Agenda 63: ‘The Africa We
Want” acknowledges progress which has
been made in poverty eradication, pov-
erty is still recognised as a major prob-

resilience and support sustainable re-
covery. It says conflict affects people,
especially the poorest, in myriad ways.
So, if the root causes and consequenc-
es of conflict and poverty are tackled
using data and deft determination,
poor people can have a chance to re-
build their lives and communities.

Today’s quote: “The best way to pre-
dict your future is to create it.” - Abra-
ham Lincoln.

lem.

“There are still far too many people
living in abject poverty, the lack of de-
for

cent jobs is pervasive, especially

. The author is a Dar es
Salaam-based lawyer. He can be
reached at t22magobe@gmail.com

Electric motorbikes revolution: A crucial step towards zero emission

By Correspondent Emmanuel Onyango

ZANIA is gaining a gradual momentum in its
ove to curb environmental pollution by other
means as it has introduced the first electric motor-
bike to facilitate transport industry in the country.

The age of the electric vehicles is truly in place as various
automobile industrial manufacturers in the world over, are
busy embarking on regular innovations to yield new prod-
ucts to suit international markets.

It is from this point of advancements that electric motor-
bikes and vehicles have come a long way in recent years
taking a high pace in transport industry, growing in popu-
larity at a global level.

There are benefits to be attained out of this since electric
motorbikes are zero emission means of transport that con-
tribute significantly less to air pollution compared to fuel or
gasoline-powered motorcycles.

They are environmentally friendly than other vehicles as
they run by help of electricity which is powered by lithium-
ion batteries and they don’t produce any kind of harmful
emissions.

This makes them an ideal choice for environmentally
conscious consumers seeking to minimize their carbon
footprint. In addition more people are opting for these
kinds of motorbikes for its cost effectiveness as compared
to other means of transport.

Apart from savings, electric motorbikes are conducive
to local environment and can help fight climate change
and global warming if adopted on a large scale. This helps
to conserve energy resources and reduces overall energy
consumption.

Wherever these kinds of electric motorbikes or vehicles
are used, air quality within the surroundings improves as it
provides people with health benefits, especially for those
who suffer from respiratory problems. Clean air means an
improved quality of life.

It is from this point of view that, the government though
the Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) has licensed foreign
companies to introduce electric motorbikes to operate in
the country as a way to control air pollution.

Electric vehicles are becoming the norm, which means
there will be more charging points, better engines, and
more of a second-hand market for the vehicles making
them cheaper in general.

For years to come the increased technological innova-
tions are likely to cause pros and cons as fuel powered vehi-
cles will even start to be phased out of business because the
benefits of electric motorcycles seem to continue increas-
ing.

Two foreign companies operating in the country have
pledged a strong commitment to help raise awareness and
capacity building on services being provided by Vodacom

Tanzania under Voda Boda means of trans-
port.

The companies are the Africapital In-
vestments Holdings Ltd which is a Turkish
firm, and S.A Connect amultinational com-
pany based in the United Arab Emirates
known in short as TRI.

The two foreign companies have jointly
introduced electric motorbikes the first of
its kind in Tanzania that aims at empow-
ering poor people to alleviate poverty in
their daily lives.

The Voda Boda initiative features elec-
tric motorbikes designed to provide an
environmentally friendly, cashless and
cost-effective alternative designed to adapt
traditional transportation methods aimed
at transforming urban transportation in
Tanzania.

Head of Digital Innovation and Care at
Vodacom Tanzania Goodluck Moshi said
recently in Dar es Salaam that, “the avail-
able electric motorbikes will be sold to the

needy people and acquired on loan basis
at a cheapest price rates”.

Outlining its benefits, he said, the mo-
torbikes would contribute to zero carbon
emissions and are eco-friendly, hence cit-
ies such as Dar es Salaam which is highly
congested will experience reduced traffic
congestion and enhanced urban mobility.

The electric motorbikes are uniquely
designed with a large battery on its bottom
whereby the electricity is installed and
enables it to run for 100 kilometers only,
and then is recharged to make it movable.
Whenever the power of electricity comes
down, a driver receives a signal of notifica-
tion in its speedometer gauge.

There would be no collaterals needed,
except buyers would be registered in a spe-
cial mobile phone code systems and issued
with new SIM cards which are designed to
operate and installed with app of ‘Paisha’ in
order to be traced easily wherever they are
to ensure more safety.

After having acquired the motorbike
without cash in hand, drivers would be re-
paying their loans on daily basis at a cost of
12,000/- until the debt is cleared.

Alongside with this, drivers would also
be issued with insurance known as ‘Voda
bima’ and this would bring a great value
to drivers and more safety for the passen-
gers on board while being ferried from one
point to another.

Paisha is a specific newly formed pro-
gram by the telecom company whose
application is a platform that offers users
on-demand services wherever they are
within Dar es Salaam commercial city.
About 3,000 taxi drivers have been regis-
tered in this platform.

With the ‘Paisha” app, one can raise up
life and get services provided such as on-
line transportation, food delivery, logistics,
payments and daily services and other on-
demand services from plumbers, electri-
cians, carpenters, contractors and many

others alike.

The CEO of Africapital Investment, Burak
Buyuksarac reaffirmed his company’s com-
mitment as an investor. He told The Guardian
that they will leverage operational expertise
and extensive networks of investors to en-
sure the project become sustainable and
profitable to drivers.

CEO of S.A Connect Sharif Aidarus said his
company will stand to address crucial urban
mobility challenges by providing drivers
with an efficient, affordable and eco-friendly
transportation solution in urban centers.

Tanzania is increasingly emerging as a top
choice for investors worldwide, reflecting
the government’s achievements in enhanc-
ing the business environment. The country
stands on as a beacon for investors seeking
stability and growth for East Africa, leverag-
ing strategic geographical position and po-
litical stability to promise returns on invest-
ment.

The surge in the investment is evident in
the recently concluded first quarter of the
202420/25 financial year whereby the coun-
try has registered 256 new projects, a signifi-
cant increase from 137 projects in the same
period last financial year.

TIC Executive Director, Gilead Teri said
recently in Dar es Salaam that, “The value of
investment in quarter one reached $ 3.9 bil-
lion (11trn/-), compared to $ 2,1 billion (5.7trn/-
) during the corresponding trading period of
2023/2024.

Early this year, TIC entered into a one year
contract agreement with a Turkish firm,
Africapital Investment Holdings Limited
whereby the latter would attract capital in-
vestments with companies from Turkey and
others in neighborhood to come and invest
in Tanzania.

Under the agreement, a Turkish firm with
a wide span knowledge of business activi-
ties in the world committed itself to increase
common investment opportunities on behalf
of the government to enable meets its target-
ed goals of economic development.

The foreign firm pledged to collaborate
effectively with both international and local
investors to accomplish the need by raising
capitals for startups to collaborate with the
initiative currently taking high pace in Tanza-
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By Andy Hirschfeld

N September 20, 2023, Rosa Sanchez went to

work picking carrots at Grimmway Farms, one

of the largest producers of carrots in the world,

located in the Bakersfield, California, area of the
United States. Unfortunately, she would not last the day.
She was fatally struck by a truck in the field. She was 58
years old.

Fellow farm worker Alejandra Montoya saw the acci-
dent happen. Montoya said she was told to keep picking
carrots as her colleague Sanchez’s lifeless body lay there.
For her, that was a reckoning moment.

“I felt a very profound lack of respect for Rosa Sanchez,
who had just been killed. They had everyone else literally
work around the body. That really emphasised how they
really care more about the product than about the work-
ers,” Montoya said.

Originally, Montoya was afraid to speak up. She said her
supervisors would often subtly threaten to turn them into
immigration officials if they tried to push for better work-
ing conditions.

“They really instil fear in anyone who speaks up. Any-
one who doesn’t agree with the way things are, who says
things to be better, they’ll tell them like, ‘Hey, you know,
youre undocumented, you shouldn't say anything.
They’ll just straight up fire them, or people will quit on
their own accord because they don't want any trouble,”
she continued.

Over the years, Montoya has worked for Grimmway
through various labour contractors, a common practice
in the agricultural sector. She was working for Esparza En-
terprises at the time of the accident.

Grimmway told Al Jazeera in a statement that “the al-
legation that Grimmway supervisors and its subcontrac-
tors threatened employees based on immigration status
is false, and Grimmway has a strict policy prohibiting re-
taliation against any employee or contract employee that
reports suspected issues about working conditions. We
are shocked to learn about these false allegations for the
first time.”

United Farm Workers (UFW), the organisation that
Montoya turned to to see the options she had to speak out
about her concerns without risking her livelihood, said
that being on the receiving side of these threats was com-
monplace for migrant workers.

“It’s the simple fact that a workforce that’s scared of get-
ting deported is one that won't speak up for higher wages.
It’s going to be less willing to unionise. It’s going to be one
that might stay quiet when accidents happen,” UFW’s
communications director, Antonio De Loera-Brust, said.

Montoya is now protected from deportation through a
programme put in place last year by the Department of
Homeland Security for undocumented immigrants who
are victims or witnesses of workplace exploitation and al-
lows them to apply for deferred action.

“Employers who abuse their workers often say if you
report me, Tll report you, and you're the one who will be
deported.” What do we say to that? Not on our watch,” Act-
ing Secretary of Labor Julie Su, told a crowd at the United
Farm Workers annual meeting in Bakersfield, California
last month.

“When workers report abuses, their immigration status
cannot be weaponised against them,” Su added.

The programme, called Deferred Action Labor Enforce-
ment or DALE, is what keeps Montoya safe from depor-
tation and unafraid to speak up about the poor working
conditions.

However, this could be short-lived. The looming poten-
tial of a second administration of Republican nominee
Donald Trump has raised concerns about the future wel-
fare of immigrant workers in the US.

“There is a sense of fear and terror that I and other
workers feel when we hear talks of mass deportations and
so on,” Montoya said.

Not only does Trump want to scrap the key migration
measures that protect Montoya, but he and his hardline
immigration advisers want to bring back policies foster-
ing exploitative workplace practices that disproportion-
ately affect migrant workers.

“It will be increasingly difficult for them to kind of stand
up for themselves and speak up out of fear,” Nan Wu, re-
search director for the American Immigration Council,
told Al Jazeera.

Return of workplace raids

Trump and his hardline immigration ally Stephen Mill-
er, largely considered the architect of Trump’s nativist im-
migration policy during his 2017- 2021 term, have said that

A second Trump presidency raises
concerns of migrant workers’ rights

Some of the largest Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids in years took place during Donald Trump's presidency in 2019.

roundups of migrants at workplaces and
other public areas would return.

Some of the largest Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) raids in years took
place during Trump’s presidency. In 2019,
immigration officials raided seven chicken
processing facilities across Mississippi in
the largest workplace raid in a decade and
arrested 680 people at the meat process-
ing community in Mississippi. Of those, 300
were ultimately released but Trump still
touted this as a win. He said it served as “a
very good deterrent”.

The Mississippi raid was one of the four-
teen workplace ICE raids during Trump’s
administration.

Two years later, when Joe Biden became
president, a Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) report referred to the practice
of workforce raids as a way exploitative
employers have used to suppress collective
action for better working conditions. DHS
then ended their use.

In another case, a restaurant owner in
upstate New York allegedly tipped off immi-
gration officials about the immigration sta-
tus of a former worker, Xue Hui Zhang. ICE
arrested him in the middle of a deposition
in which he claimed that the very same em-
ployer owed him $200,000 in back wages.

While the raids under the Trump admin-
istration were some of the biggest in US his-
tory, the strategy was not isolated to his time
in office.

In 2012, a group of undocumented mi-
grants raised concerns about workplace

safety issues and pay discrimination at All
Dry Water Damage Experts, a Louisiana
company tasked with cleaning up water
damage after hurricanes that hit the gulf
coast. The company then allegedly reported
its own workers to immigration authorities.

Allegations of exploitative, misleading or
low pay are a common problem, with 76
percent of immigrant workers in some past
surveys reporting that they have been the
victims of wage theft and 37 percent report-
ing earning less than minimum wage.

“All of this just gets so much worse if
workers are afraid to speak up,” Jayaraman
added.

Trump’s team said it would expedite the
deportation process under an outdated
law called the Alien Enemies Act which ex-
pands the ability to expel foreign nationals
from a country that the US is at war with.
This would essentially allow the Trump ad-
ministration to deport people without due
process.

The same law was invoked during World
War II to imprison Japanese Americans in
internment camps.

Trump has previously floated the idea of
war in Mexico targeting drug cartels. UFW
suggests that even the threat of such policies
is enough to suppress workers.

“It is enough to scare a lot of workers into
silence, into accepting bad working condi-
tions and accepting unsafe working condi-
tions and lower wages,” UFW’s De Loera-
Brust said.

Trump allies cut key worker safeguards

Last year, Texas Governor Greg Abbott
signed a bill barring cities from crafting
their own mandates. The move has been
largely seen as political. Texas’s major cit-
ies are mostly Democratic and in favour of
regulation - a stark contrast to its far-right
conservative state government.

The law negated local workplace safety
mandates like water breaks that cities like
Dallas and Austin required, especially in
sectors like construction that have an immi-
grant-heavy workforce.

Such policies put workers in unsafe con-
ditions. Opponents of the laws say that they
further elevate the need for workers to ad-
vocate for better working conditions.

“It raises the stakes because people are
dying because of dangerous working condi-
tions in Texas,” Chincanchan added.

Migrant workers account for a stagger-
ing 40 percent of the construction sector’s
workforce in the Lone Star State. While the
law is in effect, it is being challenged in court
on constitutional grounds.

Texas is also one of the most migrant-
heavy states in the country. Its undocument-
ed population is estimated at 1.7 million peo-
ple, 85 percent of whom hail from Mexico
and Central America.

Chincanchan says harsh immigration
policies have deterred people from speak-
ing out.

“Theyre staying silent because of the fear
of the highest consequences you can think
of - being separated from your family and
losing your livelihood,” Chincanchan con-
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tinued.

This year, Florida clocked in its hot-

test summer on record.

The state did not have any of its
own heat regulations on the books,
which has shielded businesses from
state-level repercussions for heat-
related illnesses or deaths on their

watch.

In Florida, non-citizen immigrant
workers make up 22 percent of the
outdoor workforce. That is almost
twice as much of the demographic
group’s overall share of the work-

force.

McNeill Labor Management, which
provides agricultural workers to
clients across Florida, was fined by
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) after a mi-
grant worker died from a heatstroke
in 2023 but was not subject to any
repercussions on the state level. The
company has said it would contest

the federal fine.

In July, OSHA proposed new rules
that would mandate water and rest
breaks. If the rule moves forward, it

will go into effect in 2025.

If Trump is elected, it is not clear
if the rule would stay in place or be
enforced. During his term, Trump
scaled back workplace safety inspec-
tions even as there were more work-

place deaths.
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The ban keeping
South Africa’s
farmers ever up

By Special Correspondent

AMIBIA and Botswana

have sparked debate

within the agricultural

sector by imposing a pro-
longed ban on imported citrus and
vegetables from South Africa - a
move that critics argue goes against
numerous principles of regional
trade agreements.

South Africa, a leading food sup-
plier in Africa, benefits from long-
term agricultural investments and
exports significant quantities of
vegetables, especially to the South-
ern African Customs Union (Sacu)
region, including Botswana and
Namibia.

Admittedly, South Africa has ben-
efited significantly from the African
continent in its agricultural export
process.

In the country’s record agricul-
tural exports of US$13.2 billion in
2023, the African continent ac-
counted for roughly 40 percent of
this.

Botswana and Namibia-both
members of the Sacu bloc encour-
aging free trade alongside South Af-
rica—import a lot of produce from
South Africa but implemented a
ban on South African vegetable
produce in December 2021, which
has been in place since.

They have cited this as a way to
incentivize domestic production
and lower their dependence on

Research,

By Juliet Etefe

EPUTY Director-West

African Science Ser-

vice Centre on Climate

Change and Adapted
Land Use (WASCAL), Prof. Ke-
hinde Ogunjobi has underscored
the critical role of research and
capacity-building in boosting Af-
rica’s climate resilience.

Prof. Ogunjobi, who doubles as
director of research at WASCAL
Competence Centre in Ouaga-
dougou, Burkina Faso, stressed
the need for countries in the sub-
region to fund research and em-
power citizens to better address
climate challenges.

He explained that capacity-
building efforts are essential to
fostering a deeper understand-
ing of climate issues and ensur-
ing dissemination of solutions at
the grassroots level.

Prof. Ogunjobi was speaking
in an interview at the final tech-
nical workshop on the WASCAL
Research Action Plan 2.0 (WRAP
2.0) opening session in Accra,
and also encouraged a shift in
citizen perception and environ-
mental stewardship.

“We must continue to fund re-
search. Our countries must con-
tinue to fund research. We must
continue to build capacity. It is
very important for us to build ca-
pacity. For example, WASCAL has
a capacity-building institution in
the Gambia where we embark on
climate change education. You
know, you need to build capac-
ity of people to understand this
impact before they go to the end-
users and educate.

“Also, citizens must take pos-
session of our environment - we
cannot continue to pollute, de-
grade forests or mismanage wa-
ter resources,” he said.

He further called on govern-
ments to introduce stricter envi-
ronmental regulations to address
these issues, urging citizens to be
proactive in maintaining ecosys-

South African produce, which is
exported to these countries in large
quantities.

The two expanded the import
ban by adding citrus to its list of
banned fresh products from South
Africa, and the “temporary” ban’s
end date was extended to 2025.

President of Botswana, Dr Mok-
gweetsi Masisi, recently wrote on
Twitter (X) that “our ban.. was a
powerful move to boost our local
farmers and economy [and] em-
powers Botswana by promoting
self-sufficiency and improving live-
lihoods.”

Botswana introduced the “Impact
Accelerator Subsidy” scheme to
boost local vegetable production,
while Namibia has developed simi-
lar initiatives to promote local veg-
etable farming,.

However, some argue that it con-
flicts with Sacu’s ideals of open
trade and collaboration, which have
possible implications for unsettling
established trading partnerships
and the broader economic stability
of the region.

“This action has had a financial
impact on the South African farm-
ers who have, for many years, pro-
duced for the domestic market and
theregion at large,” said agricultural
economist Wandile Sihlobo.

“These bans go against the prin-
ciples of a customs union and af-
fect the regional value chain, in
which farmers and agribusinesses

in South Africa have invested heav-
ily to ensure there is sufficient sup-
ply of food in the Sacu market,”
wrote agricultural economists and
researchers Thabile Nkunjana and
Sifiso Ntombela.

They said that while these farmer
support schemes are encouraged
to upscale production, “they must
be implemented while open trade
is retained to ensure welfare gain
to consumers in Botswana and Na-
mibia.”

“Restricting trade could erode
competitiveness and result in con-
sumers in these Sacu countries pay-
ing much higher for [produce]. All
Sacu countries must ensure they
retain open trade practices, and
the current bans instituted by Bot-
swana and Namibia must be lifted to
promote intra-African trade,” added
Nkunjana and Ntombela.

Senior agricultural economist
at FNB, Paul Makube, labelled the

move as “totally anticompetitive
and actually protectionist.”

He said the reason for this is be-
cause “Botswana, for example, is not
a big producer of citrus, so the land-
scape was not necessarily unfair in
favour of South Africa because they
were not producing the product
South Africa was supplying.”

Makube said that support for lo-
cal farmers and growing the econ-
omy is commendable, but it should
not disrupt market mechanisms.

He added that there are various
tools available to help boost domes-
tic production without interfering
with trade and intervention in the
market is warranted only in cases
of unfair advantages from imports,
as outlined by WTO trade remedies.

However, the ban poses a finan-
cial impact on the South African
farmers who have, for many years,
produced for the domestic market
and the region at large.

Although Botswana for example
is not a large importer of South Affi-
can citrus, the ban forces producers
to redirect their produce to other
markets, including local which is
already strained due issues with the
EU for example.

Makube said that South Africa
needs to rather focus on deepen-
ing integration within Africa, as
outlined in the Africa Free Trade
Agreement.

However, Makube said that trade
bans counter the goal of deeper in-
tegration and hinder progress.

He said that appropriate response
to protectionist policies is engage-
ment and mediation rather than
retaliation and that South Africa’s
response to import bans should be
sensitive to the needs and wants of
our neighbours, yet firm to protect
and promote the local agricultural
sector.

He emphasised the importance
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of communication between South-
ern African countries and South Af-
rica regarding agricultural products
deemed vital for national security.

Sihlobo said that this would en-
able better planning for South Af-
rica’s agricultural exports and re-
duce dependency on its neighbours
and emphasised that import bans
should have time limits, allowing
Botswana and Namibia to regain
competitiveness.

“Yes, South Africa has dominance,
but the goal should not be to over-
take South Africa but to leverage its
technologies and increase regional
agricultural production.

“Such an approach is what Presi-
dent Masisi’s government of Bot-
swana and Namibian authorities
should follow - regional coopera-
tion and shared prosperity in agri-
culture,” he added.

capacity-building key to Africa’s climate resilience

tems; adding that “Our actions to-
day will shape the environment
we leave for future generations.
It is crucial that we protect and
sustain it”.

The WRAP 2.0 workshop, held
as a key milestone in WASCAL's
mission to become a Climate and
Environmental Services Centre
(CESC) for West Africa, brought
together scientists, stakeholders
and policymakers to reflect on
the achievements of six climate-
related projects.

The €3.5million projects, fund-
ed by the German Federal Min-
istry of Education and Research
(BMBF), have focused on translat-
ing scientific research into practi-
cal services that benefit commu-
nities and mitigate the effects of
extreme climate events such as
floods, droughts and heatwaves.

Specifically, the workshop will
showcase research and innova-
tive products developed from
the different projects, foster
multidisciplinary knowledge and
information-sharing while ex-
changing ideas and experiences
on climate change adaptation op-
tions in West Africa.

According to Prof. Ogunjobi, re-
search has been central to identi-
fying solutions tailored to Africa’s
unique challenges.

“Our region is severely affected
by extreme climate conditions,
making it essential to develop
early warning measures to pro-
tect livelihoods. WRAP 2.0 bridg-
es the gap between science and
community services, ensuring
that actionable insights are avail-
able to citizens and policymak-
ers,” he noted.

He further explained that
the research projects were de-
veloped using a bottom-up ap-
proach, with extensive engage-
ment at the community level.

“We identified pressing climate
issues such as unpredictable rain-
fall patterns, which impact agri-
cultural practices. From there,

we went into the labs to run simulations and
produce actionable results. These outcomes
are now being shared with end-users to drive
national development plans, including Na-
tionally Determined Contributions (NDCs).”

The six projects under WRAP 2.0 focus
on diverse areas such as food security, early
warning systems and greenhouse gas re-
duction. One of the notable projects, Green
Guide, addresses sustainable agricultural
practices and explores ways to enhance crop
yield while minimising methane emissions
from rice production.

Prof. Ogunjobi highlighted the capacity-
building aspect of WRAP 2.0, which has
trained numerous PhD and Master’s students.

“Beyond the science, it is vital to equip peo-
ple with skills to understand climate impacts.
WASCAL operates a climate education cen-
tre in the Gambia, where future leaders are
trained to engage communities effectively.

“African problems require African solu-

tions. It is essential that governments across
the region commit to funding research and
enhancing capacity. Citizens must also play
their part by adopting better environmental
practices,” he added.

The Deputy Ambassador-German Embassy,
Ghana, Sivine Jansen, also added her voice to
the call for concerted efforts toward address-
ing climate impacts while highlighting the ef-
fect of climate migration on livelihoods.

She added that short-term or mid-term
solutions are needed in the region to better
adapt to climate change - rehashing the need
for African solutions to Africa problems.

In an address, WASCAL Executive Direc-
tor Prof. Emmanuel Ramde highlighted how
WRAP 2.0 - launched in 2021 - emerged from
extensive consultations across 14 ECOWAS
countries; saying conversations with farm-
ers, fishermen and vulnerable communities
underscored the urgent need for practical,
science-based solutions to counter unpredict-

able rainfall patterns, rising sea levels and en-
vironmental degradation.

He commended the tangible results
achieved by WRAP 2.0’s six core projects, say-
ing: “By translating research into actionable
solutions, we create the resilience needed to
safeguard West Africa’s socio-ecological sys-
tems”.

Prof. Ramde urged participants to build on
the momentum generated by WRAP 2.0, call-
ing for deeper collaboration among stake-
holders - including policymakers, scientific
institutions and governments.

He emphasised the need for sustained in-
vestment in climate research and appealed
for WASCAL member-countries to remain
committed to the institution’s mission.

“Together, we can create the future we want
for our region - a future where resilience is
built into every village, every city and every
ecosystem,” he asserted.
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By Robert Kibet

ENYAN farmers have faced a turbulent year,

caught between legislative changes and a

devastating scandal. While the country’s

ung Bean Bill, aiming to regulate the lu-

crative mung bean industry, has moved to mediation,

farmers are battling the fallout from the widespread

distribution of counterfeit fertilizers that have jeop-
ardized their crop yields and livelihoods.

The Mung Bean Bill is a response to the crop’s ris-
ing prominence in Kenya. Known locally as “Ndengu,”
mung beans have gained traction due to their drought-
resistant nature and high demand in both local and
international markets. This legislation seeks to create
a framework for stabilizing prices, standardizing qual-
ity, and ensuring fair trade practices. However, many
farmers fear the bill will add to existing bureaucratic
hurdles without addressing core issues such as the re-
cent fertilizer scandal.

Among those affected is Lucy Mutuku, a smallhold-
er farmer from Kibwezi, a semi-arid region in Eastern
Kenya. With a weathered face and hands hardened
by years of labor, Mutuku stands in her field, explain-
ing her decision to venture into mung bean farming.
“It was a diversification strategy,” she says, her voice
carrying the resolve of someone who has seen many
harvests. “Mung beans are drought-tolerant and using
organic manure helps enhance soil fertility. Even with
erratic rains, they provide a reliable source of protein
for my family and surplus for the market.”

Mutuku’s journey took a dark turn when she became
one of the many victims of the government’s subsi-
dized fertilizer program. “Buying synthetic fertilizer
has always been expensive,” she recounts, frustration
lining her face. “When I heard about the government’s
fair-priced option, I bought it quickly. But then I real-
ized it was fake. My crops failed, and it’s disheartening
because farming is my only income.”

The scandal’s impact has been widespread, with the
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) re-
porting that counterfeit fertilizers accounted for near-
ly 20 percent of agricultural inputs this season. This
affected various crops, including mung beans, maize,
and vegetables, devastating small-scale farmers who
are now caught in a cycle of debt and uncertainty.

In Makueni County, Beatrice Mwangi, another
farmer, invested heavily in mung beans, hoping for a
lucrative harvest. With her eyes reflecting a mixture
of hope and despair, she recalls the moment she re-
alized the extent of the damage. “I was expecting a
bumper harvest,” she says, “but my crops hardly grew.
When the agricultural office confirmed the fertilizer
was fake, it was a blow.” Now, like many others, she
struggles to repay loans taken to purchase inputs, fac-
ing financial strain that threatens her family’s future.

Dominic Mbithi in Kitui, one of Kenya’s semi-arid
lands, chose mung beans due to their low water re-

Kenya's mung bean legislation debate
highlights serious farmers' vulnerability

Sheba Ogalo and her husband harvest cassava on their farm in Chemelil. Facing harsh weather conditions, including drought, they have turned to cas-
sava and other drought-resistant crops to sustain their livelihood.

quirements. Mbithi, a wiry man in his forties, employs zai pits, shallow
basins that capture and conserve water. “This technique helps me maxi-
mize water use,” he says, crouching beside one of his pits, examining the
soil. Despite the challenges, he’s managed to increase his yields and even
engages in value addition by producing mung bean flour, which he sells

to local schools and health centers.

Over in Taita Taveta, Joyce Mwikali transitioned from maize and sor-
ghum to mung beans. A determined woman in her fifties, she walks
through her sandy-soiled farm with a pride that belies the struggles she

faces.

“Mung beans have a shorter growing season and thrive here,” she ex-
plains. Through rotational farming and compost use, Mwikali has man-
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aged to reduce her dependency on rain-fed agricul-
ture. She now participates in a cooperative that helps
with market access, ensuring better prices for her
produce.

Michael Muriuki, farming on the eastern slopes of
Mt. Kenya in Meru, utilizes drip irrigation to maintain
a consistent water supply for his mung beans during
dry spells. With a thoughtful demeanor, he shares how
this extra income has enabled him to invest in better
equipment. “Drip irrigation and integrated pest man-
agement have been game-changers for me,” he says,
his gaze fixed on the neatly lined plants.

In Tharaka-Nithi, Lydia Njeri began growing mung
beans to combat climate change’s effects on tradition-
al crops. Using early planting and certified seeds, she
has improved her household’s nutrition and found a
reliable market for her surplus produce.

“Selling to processors who make mung bean prod-
ucts like noodles and flour gives me a steady income,”
she notes, her expression softening as she describes
the positive changes in her community.

Even though the National Assembly rejected the
Mung Bill 2022, at the second reading stage propo-
nents argue it could offer a regulatory framework to
protect farmers from fraudulent agricultural inputs.

However, critics like Dr. John Mburu, an agricul-
tural economist, caution that legislation alone is in-
sufficient. “We need a comprehensive approach,” he
emphasizes, “including stricter enforcement against
counterfeit products, farmer education, and better
quality control infrastructure.”

The bill will now proceed to mediation, according to
the National Assembly.

The farmers’ stories underscore the deep-seated
vulnerabilities within Kenya’s agricultural sector.
While the Mung Bean Bill may offer a glimmer of hope,
immediate action is required to strengthen regulatory
oversight, enhance farmer awareness, and ensure the
authenticity of agricultural inputs. The future of these
farmers—and the nation’s food security—depends on
it.

As the debate continues, the voices of farmers like
Mutuku, Mwangi, Mbithi, Mwikali, Muriuki, and Njeri
must guide the development of policies that truly
support and protect Kenya’s agricultural community.
Only then can such crises be prevented in the future.

The 2024 Mung Bean Congress, held in Bangkok,

Thailand, brought together 110
stakeholders from 23 countries.
This gathering was a platform for
sharing current research and dis-
cussing future priorities, including
studies supported by the Austral-
ian Centre for International Agri-
cultural Research (ACIAR).

Dr. Eri Huttner, ACIAR’s Research
Program Manager for crops, em-
phasized the significant potential
impact of their investment in mung
bean improvement research on
partner countries, highlighting the
crop’s growing global importance.

As the debate continues, the
voices of the most affected—the
farmers—mustn’t be overlooked.
Their firsthand experiences and in-
sights should be at the forefront of
developing policies that truly sup-
port and protect Kenya’s agricul-
tural community. This approach
is essential to prevent such crises
from reoccurring.

Back in 2013, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted a reso-
lution proclaiming 2016 as the In-
ternational Year of Pulses. The UN
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) spearheaded this initiative,
which significantly increased pub-
lic awareness of pulses’ nutritional
and environmental advantages
while emphasizing their function
in sustainable food production.

Building on the success of this
celebration and recognizing the
potential of pulses to achieve the
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, Burkina Faso pro-
posed the observance of World
Pulse Day. Consequently, in 2019,
the General Assembly proclaimed
February 10 as World Pulse Day,
further underscoring the vital role
pulses play in global food security
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CEQ network Ghana
calls for review of
business regulations

ACCRA

THE Founder of CEO Network Gha-
na, Ernest De-Graft Egyir, has advocat-
ed a comprehensive review of Ghana’s
business regulatory environment to
enhance competitiveness and drive
economic growth.

He said by eliminating bottlenecks
and streamlining processes, Ghana
could create a more vibrant and dy-
namic business ecosystem that would
benefit both local entrepreneurs and
international investors.

Ghana’s business regulatory frame-
work, like many developing countries,
faces challenges including complex
and time-consuming registration pro-
cesses; multiple or sometimes overlap-
ping regulatory bodies; inconsistent
regulations; high compliance costs and
bureaucratic red tape.

These factors have been identified
as major barriers to entry for new busi-
nesses and obstacles to growth for ex-
isting ones.

At the launch of the maiden Ghana
CEO Presidential Manifesto Gala Din-
ner in Accra yesterday, Mr Egyir said,
“Ghana’s business regulatory environ-
ment must undergo a comprehensive
review to eliminate bottlenecks and
streamline processes.

“Simplifying regulations will encour-
age investment and enable local busi-
nesses to thrive.”

He also called for the establishment
of a permanent business advisory
council which would work closely with
the incoming government from 2025,
to provide ongoing input on policies
and ensure businesses have a voice in
government decisions.

The maiden Ghana CEO-Presidential
Manifesto Gala Dinner slated for No-
vember 7, 2024 in Accra presents an
opportunity for businesses to shape
Ghana’s economic and political future.

On the theme: “Reigniting the Busi-
ness Economy and Social Contract for
Growth: A Business Manifesto for Po-
litical Accountability and Sustainable

dialogue between Ghana’s top business
leaders and political figures, to foster
collaboration, drive accountability, and
chart a path toward sustainable growth.

“Ghana’s economic potential remains
unmatched, yet challenges such as
economic instability and the need for
greater political transparency persist.”

This Gala will aim to reset the part-
nership between business and political
leadership through a renewed social
contract based on trust, accountability
and a shared vision,” Mr Egyir said.

He explained that the road to sustain-
able development required collabora-
tion between the private sector and
political leadership.

“Together, we can create an environ-
ment where businesses thrive, govern-
ance is transparent and the economy
grows for all Ghanaians,” he added.

The CEO of Margins Group, Moses
Baiden Jnr, said the Gala Dinner signi-
fied a beacon of progress, a call to ac-
tion, and a defining moment for the
business and political landscape of
Ghana.

According to him, the event will
provide businesses with a unique op-'
portunity to voice their concerns and
collaborate closely with the country’s
political leadership to chart a course to-
wards sustainable economic progress.

“The commitments that will emerge
from this platform, be it the Social
Contract Signing or the promotion of
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs), will
be vital steps toward creating an ena-
bling environment for businesses and
protecting the future of our country,”
he said.

“As business leaders, our role in Gha-
na’s economic transformation is more
critical than ever. We must ensure that
the policies enacted reflect the realities
of the business landscape and foster
growth.”

This event gives us the chance to
make our voices heard and secure a
future that works for all Ghanaians,” Mr
Baiden added.
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Rise in crypto casinos changing sports gaming

LAGOS

fthere is something you can

trust the casino industry for,

it should be that it is always

quick to adopt new trends
and emerging innovations.

So, don’t be surprised that the
online casino industry is at the
forefront of accepting cryptocur-
rency payments.

The reasons for this adoption
are simple: cryptocurrency pay-
ments have benefits, and the ca-
sino industry cherishes innova-
tion. So, combining these reasons
forms one of the best bonds.

Crypto casinos and traditional
fiat currency are both online gam-
bling platforms. They differ only
in the currencies they use and
how they operate. Crypto casinos
accept crypto currencies such as
Bitcon Ethereum, Litecoin, etc., as
payment methods. Fiat casinos,
on the other hand, use govern-
ment-issued currencies like the
dollar, pound, and euro.

Although crypto and fiat cur-
rency can both be used to make
payments, they are different. The
table below reviews notable dif-
ferences between crypto and fiat
currencies.

Crypto casinos are quickly be-
coming a dominant force in the
gambling industry. Remember,
crypto is slightly different from
fiat currency, and not everyone is
familiar with using it as a payment
method.

So, we will discuss how you can
use cryptocurrency as a payment
method in online casinos, focus-
ing on its use on sports betting
platforms. To start with, you first
need to have a crypto wallet. This
is a digital wallet you can use to
store, send, and receive crypto-
currencies.

When initiating a deposit, start
by accessing your cryptocurrency
wallet and selecting the token you
wish to use. Start by logging in to
your casino profile and choosing
the cryptocurrency deposit op-
tion.

This will generate a unique wal-
let address, which you will copy

into your wallet and use to depos-
it your desired amount of cryp-
tocurrency. The transaction will
then be confirmed on the block-
chain, after which your deposit
will reflect on your profile.

With enough crypto funds in
your account, you can now wager
with your cryptocurrency. Like
fiat currency, you simply have to
choose the amount you want to
bet in cryptocurrency, and the
value will be displayed in the
corresponding fiat currency. For
instance, if you bet 0.01 BTC on a
football match, you may end up
seeing the corresponding amount
in USD.

Initiating a withdrawal is similar
to making a deposit. You will navi-
gate to the withdraw section on
your profile and select the crypto-
currency withdrawal option. You
will get a prompt to enter your
personal cryptocurrency wallet
address. The platform may re-
quire verification, but sometimes
verification can be automated.
Once the betting platform ap-
proves your withdrawal, the fund
will be reflected in your crypto
wallet.

Crypto casinos also offer a level
of accessibility that traditional
gambling establishments can’t
match. Many online casinos that
accept cryptocurrency payments
also offer special bonuses and in-

centives to players:

For instance, some platforms
provide exclusive crypto deposit
bonuses, higher cashback rates,
and other promotions tailored
for crypto users. These incen-
tives further enhance the value
of wusing cryptocurrency for
online gambling. Below are the
advantages of adopting crypto
payments in the online gambling
space:

Payment with cryptocurrency
at online casinos can ensure your
anonymity and privacy. Unlike
when using traditional fiat cur-
rency, where financial institutions
demand strict KYC, you can trans-
act with cryptocurrency anony-
mously.

Cryptocurrency payments do
not need to pass through a third
party. No wonder crypto transac-
tions are fast and more affordable.
Additionally, as they are not sub-
ject to traditional banking fees,
players can save money on every
transaction, especially for cross-
border transfers.

Cryptocurrency is hosted on
decentralised blockchains, which
automatically record every trans-
action and do not allow interfer-
ence or changes. No one has a
monopoly over cryptocurrency
transactions, making it difficult
to manipulate them or commit
fraud.

Cryptocurrency is a digital cur-
rency accessible to players world-
wide. Unlike traditional fiat cur-
rencies, which are spent within
the confines of a particular region,
cryptocurrency payments enable
players to have access regardless
of location. This means you can
bet on platforms even if you do
not live in the country where they
are domiciled

Cryptocurrencies are built on
ecosystems that enable communi-
ty interaction. In addition to using
them to wager, you can trade the
crypto coins with other players,
share, and have other discussions.
As such, using cryptocurrencies
on a platform can enhance com-
munity building and social inter-
action among players.

Online casinos have moved
far from the bricks-and-mortar
world. In fact, the casino indus-
try’s quick adaptation to trends
and technologies makes it easy for
them to adopt cryptocurrency as
a payment method quickly. The
number of online betting plat-
forms accepting them is only in-
creasing by the day.

Crypto casinos are changing
the way we bet on sports. As many
people become familiar with
blockchain technology, the adop-
tion of crypto casinos in sports
betting will likely continue to
Srow.

Development,” the event will feature a

ACCRA

The Deputy Governor of the Bank of Gha-
na, Elsie Addo Awadzi, has urged Rural and
Community Banks (RCBs) to adopt technol-
ogy and digitalisation in their operations to
enable them to position themselves in the
national financial inclusion agenda.

“The Bank of Ghana’s 2023 FinTech Sec-
tor Report indicates that mobile money ac-
counts have surpassed 65 million with trans-
action values exceeding GH¢1.9 trillion.

To position rural banking at the center of
the national financial inclusion agenda, RCBs
can adopt technology and digitalisation in
their operations,” she said in her quest to
paint a picture about the value of technology
and digitalisation.

In an address read on her behalf at the
23rd Annual CEOs Conference of Rural and
Community Banks at Ho in the Volta Region
yesterday on the theme “Positioning Rural
Banks at the centre of national financial in-
clusion agenda”, Ms Awadzi said, BoG has

Dr Toni Aubynn (2nd left), board chairman, ARB Apex Bank, Alex Kwasi Awuah (2nd right), managing director ARB Apex Bank, and Eric Osei Bonsu ( right)
interact after the opening of the conference.

Rural banks urged to align plans with national financial agenda

emphasised digital transformation as a criti-
cal pathway for expanding rural financial
services.

“Therefore, RCBs can integrate mobile
banking and other digital solutions in their
operations to enhance access, quality and
usage of their services.

The GhanaPay initiative is a significant
step in this direction, enabling RCBs to offer
mobile wallets and digital payments. RCBs
must capitalise on this and encourage part-
nerships with FinTechs through Apex Bank
to innovate further,” she added.

The 2nd Deputy Governor said the num-
ber and locations of RCBs across the country
are essential to the economic growth of rural
Ghana because the 147 RCBs and 850 outlets,
serve as the primary access point for many
underserved communities.

In spite of that, she said “there is still a gen-
der gap in financial access. According to the
Findex 2021 Report, women are 10 percent-
age points less likely to own a mobile phone
compared to men, limiting their ability to ac-

cess mobile money services.

This gender disparity presents a challenge
that RCBs must address by creating products
and services that target women and other
underserved populations.

“Therefore, RCBs must offer tailored finan-
cial products to their customers which fully
meet the needs of their communities.

RCBs must go beyond offering generic
products as their success hinges on under-
standing and catering to the unique financial
needs of rural populations including farm-
ers, small-scale traders, especially women
and persons with disabilities, and local busi-
nesses,” she added.

According to her, by designing tailored
financial solutions specific to local income
cycles, RCBs can make themselves the first
point of call for customers seeking financial
services adding that: “Customised products
will build trust and ensure a deeper connec-
tion with their clientele.”

Furthermore, Awadzi said the operations
of RCBs should be made more customer cen-

tric.

She said placing the customer at the cen-
tre of operations is key to the long- term suc-
cess of rural banks.

“This involves focusing on personalised
service, actively listening to customer feed-
back, and ensuring that financial solutions
are accessible and beneficial. RCBs should
implement customer satisfaction mecha-
nisms that allow for continuous service im-
provement.

Additionally, the Bank of Ghana would
encourage RCBs to focus on local out-
reach. RCBs have a unique mandate to
serve the unbanked and underserved
populations within their localities,” Ms
Awadzi added.

She said the focus on reaching out to the
unbanked, rather than venturing into cities
where they face competition from estab-
lished banks, is crucial.

Managing Director of the ARB Apex Bank,
Alex Kwasi Awuah, said the new frontier of
revolutionising financial intermediation is

through the establishment of robust digital
banking platforms.

“I am very pleased that our long-awaited
Financial Sector Development Project
(FSDP), which was sponsored by the Gov-
ernment of Ghana and the World Bank,
has crystallised, making the digital banking
platforms of the rural banking industry now
operational.

“Currently, by signing onto our special
USSD code *992#, customers of our banks
can perform a host of banking services,
including withdrawal of funds, transfer of
funds, bill payments, and making account
statement and cheque requests, amongst
others, right from the comfort of their mo-
bile phones. Additionally, the RCB Mobile
Banking App is now ready to be deployed,”
he disclosed.

Awuah further announced that the pi-
lot phase of the USSD platform has already
enrolled 81,246 customers of RCBs and also
recorded 694,221 transactions with a total
value of GH¢323,179,429.80.



14

Saturday 19 October 2024

www jppmedia.com

Gliardian

BUSINESS NEWS

Company empowers Nigerian traders with low-cost forex trading margins

LAGOS

s Nigeria continues to
emerge as a hub for finan-
cial innovation, more
Nigerians are exploring the
global forex markets.

Forex trading, or foreign exchange
trading, allows individuals to trade
currencies and profit from fluctuat-
ing exchange rates. However, find-
ing a reliable and affordable forex
broker is essential for success in
this dynamic market. Enter FXCG,
a leading forex broker committed to
providing Nigerians with a low-cost,
high-quality trading experience.

FXCG stands out in the world of fo-
rex trading for its user-friendly plat-
form and dedication to helping trad-
ers at all levels. Whether you are new
to the market or a seasoned trader,
FXCG offers the tools and features
you need to succeed. One of the key
highlights of FXCG is its lowest cost

platform, making forex trading more
accessible and affordable for Nigeri-
ans.

With FXCG, traders can enjoy raw
spreads starting from as low as 0.0
pips, meaning the difference be-
tween the buying and selling price
of a currency pair is minimised.
Additionally, the low commission
structure ensures that traders can
maximise their profits while keep-
ing trading costs to a minimum. This
makes FXCG an ideal choice for any-
one looking to enter the forex mar-
ket without being burdened by high
fees.

One of the reasons FXCG is recog-
nised as a top forex broker is its use
of ECN (Electronic Communication
Network) trading. With ECN trading,
FXCG connects traders directly to li-
quidity providers, such as banks and
financial institutions, ensuring fast
and transparent trades. This tech-
nology gives traders access to raw

spreads and allows for faster execu-
tion times, giving them a competitive
edge in the market.

Nigerians can benefit from FX-
CG’s ECN platform, which provides
better pricing and lower costs. This
means fewer intermediaries in the
trade process, giving traders more
control over their investments and

helping them optimise their strate-
gies.

At the heart of FXCG’s platform
is MetaTrader 4 (MT4), a world-
renowned forex trading platform
known for its powerful charting
tools, ease of use, and support for
automated trading. Nigerian traders
can download the MetaTrader 4 for

PC from FXCG’s website and access
advanced features such as technical
analysis, custom indicators, and Ex-
pert Advisors (EAs) for automated
trading.

MT4 is designed to cater to both
beginner and professional traders,
making it easier to analyse the mar-
kets and make informed decisions.

The platform’s flexibility and acces-
sibility ensure that traders can ex-
ecute their trades seamlessly, wheth-
er they are trading on their desktop
or mobile device.

FXCG is more than just a forex bro-
ker, and is a partner in your trading
journey. The platform offers a forex
demo account, allowing new traders
to practice their strategies with vir-
tual money before trading live. This
educational approach helps traders
develop their skills and confidence
before committing real funds.

With the growing interest in fo-
rex trading in Nigeria, FXCG is here
to provide the tools, resources, and
support that traders need to thrive.
Whether you're looking for low-cost
trading, ECN technology, or a user-
friendly platform like MetaTrader 4,
FXCG is committed to empowering
Nigerian traders and providing them
with the best possible trading expe-
rience.

An aerial view of a wind farm in Liuzhou, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region.

China’s bid to help with green
transition good for the world

Guangxi

When I attended a seminar on cli-
mate change in Brussels on Tuesday
morning, the biggest question on my
mind was how the rising geopoliti-
cal tensions have undermined global
solidarity and cooperation in the fight
against climate change.

Jean-Marc Jancovici, an expert
on low-carbon economy, soberly
reminded the audience that global
temperatures had already risen more
than 1.5 degrees Celsius from the pre-
industrial levels, a harsh reality that
some scientists sounded the alarm in
July.

While climate change is regarded
the biggest threat to the planet and,
therefore, humanity, the United States
has over the past years tried to por-
tray China, including China’s green
industry, as its biggest threat. The US
has been engaging in zero-sum games
by claiming China’s green products
pose a national security threat to the
US and the rest of the world.

US President Joe Biden’s announce-
ment in May, imposing 100 percent
tariff on Chinese-made electric ve-
hicles, 50 percent on Chinese-made
solar cells and 25 percent on EV bat-
teries and parts are typical protec-
tionist moves that hurt China’s green
industry, as well as US consumers by
denying them affordable but quality
green products.

As a result of such policies, the US’
green transition will slow down and
become costlier.

Similar is the case of Canada, where
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s gov-
ernment blindly follows in the US’
footsteps.

The European Union, too, has de-
cided to impose tariffs up to 35.3 per-
cent on Chinese-made EVs despite a
sharply divided vote. The good news
is that the EU and China are continu-
ing their negotiations in order to find
a solution and avoid a potential trade
war.

A European Commission spokes-
person did not directly address my
questions when asked if such tariffs
would slow down the EU’s green tran-
sition, especially its goal of phasing
out new fossil fuel cars by 2035, a big
concern for many European experts.

Just last week, the European Peo-
ple’s Party, the largest political party
in the European Parliament which
European Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen belongs to, posted
a message on its website urging the
EU to change its planned ban on com-
bustion engines.

The fact that both the US and the
EU have been undermining and
fearmongering about Chinese-made
green products is something that
should be discussed at the 29th UN
Climate Change Conference sched-
uled for Nov 11-22 in Baku, Azerbaijan.

China has demonstrated its firm
determination to continue its green
drive, and has achieved phenomenal
success in its low carbon transition
over the past more than a decade. The
fruitful result is reflected in the latest
report of the International Energy
Agency, which was issued last week,
that China will account for almost 60
percent of all renewable capacity in-
stalled worldwide between now and
2030. That would make China home
to almost half of the world’s total re-
newable power capacity by the end of
this decade.

But China’s potential contribution
to the rest of the world in terms of re-
newables has been greatly hampered
by the trade barriers erected by the
US and some other countries.

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
has blamed China for so-called over-
capacity, but many experts I have
talked to have said that there is no
such thing as “overcapacity”, but “un-
dercapacity” when it comes to meet-
ing the huge global demand for green
products.

Worse, the US’ protectionist meas-
ures have hurt the limited mutual

trust that existed between
the two largest econo-
mies. It is true that John
Kerry and John Podesta,
former and current US
climate envoys, have held
several talks with their
Chinese counterparts. But
such talks have often been
marred by Washington’s
strategy to curtail China’s
economic and technologi-
cal rise, particularly in the

green industry.

Sino-US  cooperation
led to the finalization of
the historic Paris Agree-
ment in 2015 and its sign-
ing in 2016. The US should
reflect on that spirit, and
immediately stop sabotag-
ing China’s green and re-
newable industry. Because
climate change, not China,
is the biggest threat to the
US and the world.

China’s GDP up by 4.6
pc year-on-year in Q3

GUANGDONG

China’s gross domestic
product grew by 4.6 per-
cent year-on-year in the
third quarter following a
4.7 percent rise in the sec-
ond quarter, the National
Bureau of Statistics said on
Friday.

In the first three quar-
ters, China’s GDP grew by
4.8 percent after a 5 per-
cent growth in the first half
of the year, the bureau said.

The NBS said that posi-
tive factors promoting the
recovery of the economy
were accumulated in Sep-
tember, with most of the
indicators in production
and demand improving
while boosting market ex-
pectations.

Figures released by the
NBS showed China’s in-
dustrial output, a gauge of
activity in the manufactur-
ing, mining and utilities
sectors, grew by 54 per-
cent in September from a
year earlier after a 4.5 per-
cent rise in August.

In the first three quar-
ters, industrial output grew
by 5.8 percent compared to
the same period last year,
while in the first half of the
year, it rose by 6 percent
from a year earlier.

Retail sales, a key meas-

urement of consumer
spending, grew by 3.2 per-
cent year-on-year in Sep-
tember, up from the 2.1
percent growth in August.

In the first three quar-
ters, retail sales rose by
3.3 percent compared to
the same period last year,
while in the first half of the
year, they grew by 3.7 per-
cent from a year earlier.

In the January-Septem-
ber period, fixed-asset
investment, a gauge of
expenditures on various
elements, including infra-
structure, property, ma-
chinery and equipment,
grew by 3.4 percent com-
pared with a year earlier,
the same as the January-
August period.

The surveyed urban job-
less rate came in at 5.1 per-
cent in September from 5.3
percent in August, accord-
ing to the NBS.

Despite the challenges
ahead, Zou Yunhan, dep-
uty director of the Macro-
economic Research Office
at the State Information
Center’s Department of
Economic Forecasting,
said that China’s economy
will likely pick up in the
fourth quarter, propelled
by the incremental policy
package.

“With the stimulus pack-

age taking effect and the
continued strengthening
of the endogenous driv-
ing forces, China will likely
achieve the preset annual
growth target this year,”
she said during a recent
interview with China Daily.

China boosts devel-
opment of low-altitude
economy to promote high-
quality economic develop-
ment in different parts of
the country.

Leveraging the layout of
several industrial parks,
Binzhou city of East China’s
Shandong province, has
developed the low-altitude
economy, along with the
talent cultivation and R&D
advantages of Shandong
University of Aeronautics.

Relying on the advan-
tages of modern manu-
facturing base and west-
ern vocational education
base, Yongchuan district
of  Southwest  China’s
Chongging has promoted
school-enterprise coopera-
tion and the integration of
industry and education in
the field of low-altitude in-

dustry.
This area has developed
low-altitude economic

industries such as low-al-
titude manufacturing, low-
altitude management and
low-altitude application.

An experimental high-speed train running along the Longyan-Longchuan high-speed railway in south China’s Guangdong province.
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Affordable housing board allocates units to Kenyans

NAIROBI

he Affordable
Housing agenda is a
key pillar of the gov-
ernment’s bottom-up
economic transfor-
mation agenda (BETA).

The Affordable Housing
agenda is anchored in the
Affordable Housing Act,
which President William
Ruto assented to on March

2024.
Over the next four
years, the government

has planned over 730,062
affordable housing units,
with already 112,405 com-
pleted and ongoing. This
puts it to a total project
pipeline of 842,467 afford-
able housing units.

According to Habitat,
the housing deficit in
Kenya stood at 2 million
in 2012 and continues to
grow at the rate of over
250,000 units a year.
There is a proliferation of
informal settlements in ur-
ban areas with 60 per cent
of the population living in
informal settlements.

With over 300,000 Ken-
yans estimated to have
registered for affordable
housing units, several Ken-
yans have been question-
ing the procedure used by
the government to allocate
houses.

There are four catego-
ries of affordable housing
units which include: So-
cial housing unit: A house
targeted at a person whose
monthly income is below
Ksh20,000;

Affordable middle-class
housing unit: A house tar-
geted at a person whose
monthly income is over
Ksh149,000;  Affordable
housing unit: A house tar-
geted at a person whose
monthly income is be-
tween Ksh20,000 and
Ksh149,000;

Rural affordable hous-
ing unit: A house targeted
at a person living in any
area which is not an urban
area. All Kenyans over the
age of 18 are eligible for
allocation of one housing
unit if they provide proof
of the requisite deposit
and meet the criteria set in
the regulations.

Potential house owners
are required to make an
application to the Afford-
able Housing Board with
the relevant documents at-
tached. In allocating the af-
fordable housing units, the
Board will give preference
to marginalized persons,
vulnerable groups, youth,
women and persons with
disabilities. Eligible per-
sons may make voluntary
savings to raise a deposit
for an affordable housing
unit.

The Affordable Housing
Fund’s administrator will
open separate bank ac-
counts for depositing the
voluntary amounts and
issue an account number
to individuals contribut-
ing voluntary funds. Any
interest accrued will be
credited to the same ac-
count. Anyone who makes
voluntary  contributions
but is not allocated an af-
fordable housing unit may
opt to withdraw their sav-
ings with accrued interest
after giving a 90-day writ-
ten notice.

Alternatively, they may
apply to the Board for is-
suance of an affordable
mortgage to develop a
rural affordable housing
unit. The savings and the
land to be built on, will
however be considered
as collateral to secure the
mortgage.

Upon approval by the
Cabinet Secretary (Hous-
ing), the Board shall

transfer ownership to a
qualified applicant upon
payment of the full pur-
chase price and issuance
of a certificate proving
consent from the Board.

Owners are however re-
stricted from the onward
sale of the affordable hous-
ing units without prior
consent of the Board.

Kenyans seeking to get
housing units must have
an eCitizen account. They
can register through the
Boma Yangu web portal or
via the *832# USSD. Those
seeking to to register must
be Kenyans above 18 years
of age with a valid national
identity card.

During registration, one
will be required to submit
personal details and hous-
ing preferences. Once reg-
istered, the details will be
verified by the relevant
government agencies.

To activate the account,
the potential owner will
be required to save a mini-
mum of Ksh200. After
activation, they can save
any amount at any time,
as many times as they wish
through the various pay-
ment options available.

Registered and saving
members can view all the
available projects on Boma
Yangu, add those they like
to their wishlist and select
a preferred unit

Selecting a preferred
unit will show how much
deposit they’d need to save
to be eligible for allocation
- which is 10 per cent of
the unit value.

Once projects are com-
pleted, the allocation pro-
cess will begin. Registered
members will be notified
when the allocation pro-
cess starts.

Members will be asked
to select a unit and notified
of the amount they need
to have saved to be eligible
for allocation.

“The allocation pro-
cess for homes will be
done through a fair and
transparent process,” the
government says through
Boma Yangu.

The initial eligibility for
allocation will depend on
several factors such as
when a member reached
the amount of deposit re-
quired, family status and
other social factors, as well
as the demand across vari-
ous housing categories.

Those who do not get
an allocation in the first
instance will be put on a
waiting list to ensure they
have priority in subse-
quent allocations.

Over Ksh4.4 billion has
been ring-fenced for the
Jua Kali and Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMES) in the Affordable
Housing Programme pro-
jects in the country. This
was announced by Gov-
ernment  Spokesperson
Isaac Mwaura on Septem-
ber 5, 2024.

According to Mwaura,
will be paid to these MS-
MEs to construct, among
other items, steel doors,
windows, balustrades and
curtain rods, and provide
landscaping services to
enable them to earn a live-
lihood.

In what would be a
booster to local manufac-
turers and hustlers work-
ing therein, the State De-
partment for Housing and
Settlement has identified
over 169 components that
can be made locally.

“The State Depart-
ment for Housing and
Settlement has engaged
the Kenya Association
of Manufacturers (KAM)
within a  framework
where they will supply
interior furnishing items,

such as tiles, directly to spur growth
in the sector and promote the “Buy
Kenya Build Kenya” initiative. At the
same time, the State Department
has established a working relation-
ship with artisans in the Jua Kali
sector, who are organized in groups
and associations, to supply doors
and windows for housing projects,”
Mwaura stated.

The government has launched
an escalated construction program
that aims to increase the number of
plumbers, masons, carpenters, and

other assorted casual jobs on con-
struction sites by over 50,000 op-
portunities.

It is also expected that over 10,000
professional interns will be hired
in the next year, starting with 3,360
who will join the ongoing projects in
the coming weeks. Under this pro-
gram, young university graduates
will be hired through a job place-
ment program.

In a bid to eradicate slums while
simultaneously providing a decent
and dignified home for Kenyans of

all walks of life, the government has
a target of constructing 250,000 af-
fordable housing units annually to
address urban and rural housing
shortages.

“More than 60 per cent of urban
Kenyans live in slums and other low-
quality housing without adequate
sanitation, undermining their digni-
ty and exposing them to health haz-
ards. This is attributable to the coun-
try’s rapid urbanization rate, which
oscillates at 4.4 per cent, translating
to an equivalent of 500,000 new city

dwellers a year, making
housing supply a challenge
and a moving target for the

more than 1,100 informal
settlements, with 65 per
cent of Kenyans in urban

Government,” Mwaura areas living in slums. Addi-
said. tionally, many of them live
According to the govern-  in rentals not by choice
ment, the Affordable Hous- but because they cannot
ing Programme will create  afford to own a home.
quality jobs directly in the Currently, an estimated
construction sector for the 160,000 youth and women

approximately 100,000
young people who gradu-
ate from TVETS every year,
and indirectly through the
production of building
products.

“This commitment seeks
to increase the supply of
new housing to 250,000
per annum and change
the percentage of afford-
able housing supply from
the prevailing 2 per cent
to 50 per cent by structur-
ing affordable long-term
housing finance schemes,
including a National Hous-
ing Fund and Cooperative
Social Housing Schemes,
to guarantee the offtake of
houses from developers,”

Mwaura says.
“It further aims at
strengthening the Jua

Kali industry’s capacity to
produce high-quality con-
struction materials while
giving developers incen-
tives to build more afford-
able housing units.”

The country harbours

are employed in ongoing
projects across the coun-
try.

“The target is to create
over 1 million jobs through
the Affordable Housing
Program for plumbers,
electricians, masons, and
stone cutters at the quarry,
and across the building
and construction industry
as the Government contin-
ues to roll out this initia-
tive,” Mwaura adds.

Cumulatively, there are
about 100,000 housing
units at various stages of
construction across the
country. An additional
700,000 housing units
are in the pipeline, includ-
ing 40,299 social housing
units advertised on June
25, 2024, by the State De-
partment for Housing
and Urban Development.
These units will also ben-
efit residents who were re-
located from flood-prone
areas along the Nairobi
River.
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Rwanda’s Marburg
cases decline but mpox
spreading in Africa,
health officials say

DAKAR

RWANDAS outbreak of the deadly
Marburg virus is easing after vaccina-
tions of the most vulnerable people in-
cluding healthcare workers, but mpox
cases are still spreading to new African
countries, Rwanda’s health minister and
the Africa Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention’s head said on Thursday.

In early October, Rwanda began ad-
ministering vaccine doses against the
Marburg virus to combat an outbreak of
the Ebola-like disease in the east African
country.

New infections have now reduced by
more than 50 percent compared with
the first two weeks, health minister Sa-
bin Nsanzimana said, adding that the
country had experienced consecutive
days without new cases or deaths and
that most people were recovering in
treatment centres.

“Overall, the trend is very encour-
aging, very positive, both on the new
infections declining significantly, and
also the mortality reducing,” Nsanzi-
mana told reporters in an online brief-
ing.

The minister said the latest numbers

A woman infected with Mpox poses for a photograph at the Kamenge University
Hospital’'s Mpox treatment center in Bujumbura on Aug 22, 2024. AFP

showed 62 confirmed cases of the vi-
ral hemorrhagic fever and 15 deaths.
He said that 38 people had recovered
from the disease and nine were still
under treatment.

Meanwhile, the mpox outbreak
that the World Health Organization
has declared a public health emer-
gency of international concern con-
tinued to spread on the continent,
Jean Kaseya, director general of Af-
rica CDC, told the same briefing.

The number of affected countries
rose from six member states of the
African Union in April to 18 in Octo-
ber, Kaseya said.

“We don’t want to see all African
countries being affected. This is why

we need to intensify our effort,” he
said.

Africa has seen more than 42,000
suspected mpox cases including
1,100 deaths so far this year, accord-
ing to Africa CDC data.

Kaseya said that while over $800
million have been pledged for the
agency’s fight against mpox, donors
are slow to translate these promises
into money and vaccines needed to
accelerate the response.

“We want now to see concrete ac-
tion on the ground to stop this out-
break... We cannot continue like that.
We need to save lives of people, we
need to give future to our continent.”

Agencies

True sovereignty and reliable partners: what Putin said at BRICS Business Forum

MOsSCow

FURTHER growth of BRICS will de-
pend less and less on external influence,
this is true sovereignty, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said at the BRICS Business
Forum.

He added that Russia is redirecting
transport flows to reliable foreign part-
ners.

TASS has compiled the key statements
of the head of state.

On sovereignty

External influence will have less and
less impact on the future growth of the
BRICS: “This is essentially economic sov-
ereignty, a partnership of self-sufficient
economies, which multiplies their poten-
tial and opens up new opportunities.”

On role of BRICS

The share of the BRICS countries in the
global GDP already exceeds that of the
G7 and continues to grow: “The countries

that are part of our association are, in fact, the drivers of global eco-
nomic growth. And it is in BRICS that the main increase in global GDP
will be generated in the foreseeable future.”

BRICS plays a prominent role in the global economy not only of to-
day. “It is quite obvious that this role will increase in the future as well.”

The new BRICS Development Bank should become one of the main
investors in major technological and infrastructure projects in the re-
gion and the Global South: “And we will develop it, of course, without

opposing anyone, it is just an independent struc-
ture. We will develop its capabilities.”

On cooperation

Russia is rapidly redirecting transport flows to “re-
liable foreign partners.”

The Northern Sea Route and the North-South
Corridor are designed to provide short, profitable
trade routes, linking major industrial, agricultural
and power hubs with consumer markets. Road and
rail access to seaports is being developed: “In turn,
the North-South transport corridor connects Rus-
sian ports on the northern seas and the Baltic Sea
with terminals on the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean
coasts. This is also the key to increasing cargo traffic
between the Eurasian and African continents.”

Russia is “as open as possible for mutually benefi-

cial business cooperation”, it creates favorable con-
ditions for business.

Realizing the potential of BRICS “will bring maxi-
mum benefits” to countries, businesses and all
citizens: “The work of BRICS is not directed against
anyone. It is aimed at only one common goal: the
sustainable development and prosperity of our
countries and peoples.”

Agencies

At 10-year mark, US and allies weigh future of Islamic State mission

BRUSSELS

TEN years to the day after the formal
launch of the US-led operation against
the Islamic State, the United States and
its NATO allies gathered in Brussels on
Thursday to discuss the future of a mis-
sion facing increasing headwinds.

Niger kicked out the US military from its
counter-terrorism base in West Africa this
summer. Afghanistan has been largely off-
limits since the Taliban’s 2021 takeover.
And Iraq wants the Pentagon to start re-
ducing its personnel and end coalition
operations there.

At the same time, American officials
warn the global threat from Islamic State
is growing in Africa and elsewhere, even
as public attention has shifted to Ukraine
conflict and expanding conflicts in the
Middle East.

US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, who
helped launch the US-led coalition against
Islamic State a decade ago as a four-star
general, cautioned allies at NATO head-

quarters in Brussels that Islamic State was
still a threat that required international at-
tention.

“But as we do so, we must not lose sight

of the threat that ISIS still poses.”

Attacks in Russia, Iran
At the height of its powers, Islamic

State claimed control over swathes of the
combined territories of Traq and Syria. Its
leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, declared his
cross-border caliphate from the pulpit of
Iraq’s historic al-Nuri mosque in 2014 and
vowed to rule it.

Although territorially defeated in Syria

five years ago, and seven years ago in Iraq,
Islamic State has managed some high-pro-
file attacks while trying to rebuild.

Most recently, those include an assault

on a Russian concert hall in March that
killed at least 143 people and two explo-
sions in the Iranian city of Kerman in Janu-
ary that killed nearly 100 people.

A 19-year-old Austrian suspected of

masterminding a planned suicide attack

on a Taylor Swift concert in August had
vowed allegiance to the Islamic State mili-
tant group’s leader.

“It is a threat that is evolving,” NATO
Secretary-General Mark Rutte said at the
talks.

“There is an increase in lone-wolf at-
tacks. Terrorists are increasingly using
new technologies and the epicenter is
moving southwards into the Sahel, a re-
gion which is now accounting for almost
half of all deaths from terrorism.”

In Africa, jihadist groups with links
to al Qaeda or Islamic State have killed
thousands of civilians and displaced mil-
lions in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger.

Experts say these conflicts in the Sahel
are contributing to a sharp rise in migra-
tion towards Europe at a time when anti-
immigrant far-right parties are on the
rise and some EU states are tightening
their borders.

“There’s been deliberate efforts (by
Islamic State) to try to diversify not only
their leadership but some of their com-

bat power to Africa, to Central Asia,” a
senior US defense official said.

The official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the US strategy was to
ensure the Sahel-based threat doesn’t
spread south to Ghana, Ivory Coast, Be-
nin, Togo and other countries in coastal
West Africa.

It will not be easy. The United States is
searching for a Plan B in West Africa after
Niger’s ruling junta in April ordered the
US to withdraw its nearly 1,000 military
personnel.

In Iraq, an agreement between Wash-
ington and Baghdad will see the US-led
coalition’s military mission end by Sep-
tember 2025, as Iraq turns to more tradi-
tional bilateral security partnerships.

The US defense official said the details
were being worked out but “all expecta-
tions are the footprint will shrink” over
the next year. But it is unclear what kind
of US presence will remain in Iraq to sup-
port operations in Syria, which will con-
tinue.

Indian Naval Ship INS
Suvarna visits Tanzania

INDIAN Naval Ship Suvarna is scheduled to make a port
call at Dar es Salaam from 19 to 21 October 2024 for Opera-
tional Turn Around. This is the second time this year that a
Indian Naval Ship will be exercising and carrying out Joint
exercises with the Tanzanian Navy.

The last port call by INS Tir in March 2024 saw the two
strategic partner navies undertaking harbour and sea
phase of various maritime exercises as part of the second
edition of India-Mozambique-Tanzania series including
joint Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) patrol.

Considering the strong and cordial relationship between
both the maritime nations that has further strengthened
with the State Visit of H.E. Dr Samia Suluhu Hassan, Presi-
dent of United Republic of Tanzania to India in October
2023, the port call by INS Suvarna at Dar es Salaam will see
personnel from both navies engaging in a wide range of
professional interactions, deck visits and sports exchang-
es, aimed at enhancing the defence cooperation and mu-
tual understanding,.

On 19 October 2024, the ship will host a deck reception
and hand over an Integrated Weapon Training Simulator
(IWTS) to TPDF for setting up at Infantry School Arusha,
thereby enhancing the simulator based training effort of
TPDF. On

20 October 2024, both Indian and TPDF Navy person-
nel will participate in sports fixture and play a Volley Ball
match and on 21 October 2024, jointly participate in an
EEZ Surveillance exercise. The ship will also be open for
visit by Tanzanian school children on 19 and 20 October
2024.

INS Suvarna (P52) is a Sukanya class patrol vessel of the
Indian Navy. The ship was commissioned on 04 Apr 91 and
displaces 2080 tonnes with a length of 101 metres.

The ship is equipped with a versatile array of weapons
and sensors and can carry multi-role helicopters. Inciden-
tally, on 19 April 2021, INS Suvarna, while on a surveillance
patrol in the Arabian Sea, seized narcotics worth 360 mil-
lion USD being transported on a fishing vessel.

The ship is currently being commanded by Commander
Lalit Yadav and is manned by a crew of 10 officers and 127
sailors.

PM Modi to visit Russia next week
to attend BRICS Summit in Kazan

NEW DELHI

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Russia at the in-
vitation of Russian President
Vladimir Putin from October
22-23 to attend the 16th BRICS
Summit in Kazan.

The BRICS Summit in Kazan is being held under the chair-
manship of Russia, according to the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA). During his visit, PM Modi is also expected to hold
bilateral meetings with his counterparts from BRICS mem-
ber countries and invited leaders in Kazan.

The MEA said, “The Summit, themed “Strengthening Mul-
tilateralism for Just Global Development and Security,” will
provide an important platform for leaders to discuss key
global issues.:”

It further said, “The Summit will offer a valuable opportu-
nity to assess the progress of initiatives launched by BRICS
and to identify potential areas for future collaboration.”

The leaders of BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, and China) coun-
tries met for the first time in St Petersburg in Russia in 2006.
After a series of high-level meetings, the first BRIC summit
was held in Russia’s Yekaterinburg in 2009.

BRIC group was renamed as BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South Africa) after South Africa was accepted as a full
member at the BRIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting in New York
in September 2010.

BRICS is an important grouping bringing together the ma-
jor emerging economies from the world, comprising 41 per
cent of the world population, having 24 per cent of the world
GDP and over 16 per cent share in the world trade.

Earlier in September, Russian President Vladimir Putin ex-
tended an invitation to PM Modi, proposing a bilateral meet-
ing on October 22, on the sidelines of the BRICS Summit in
Kazan. During the invitation, Putin also referred to PM Modi
as a “good friend.”

The remarks by Putin came while he met National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval on the sidelines of the BRICS National Se-
curity Advisers’ meeting. Putin had a meeting with Doval at
the Constantine Palace in Russia’s St. Petersberg,.

Quoting President Putin, the Kremlin in a statement said,
“We will be expecting Mr Modi in Kazan. I also suggest hold-
ing a bilateral meeting there on October 22 in order to close
the books on our joint work in implementing the agreements
reached during his visit to Moscow and outline some pros-
pects for the near future.”

“Please extend my warmest regards and best wishes to Mr
Modi, my good friend,” the statement added. =~ ANI

OECD-backed group calls for global pact to solve water crisis

SINGAPORE

COUNTRIES need a new
international pact to fix a
mounting water crisis that
could cut economic growth
by at least 8 percent and put
half the world’s food supplies
at risk by 2050, an OECD-
backed commission said on
Thursday.

Climate change, destruc-
tive land use and chronic
mismanagement has put the
global water cycle under “un-
precedented stress”, said the
Global Commission on the

Economics of Water (GCEW),
a two-year research initiative
set up by the Netherlands in
2022.

Densely populated regions
like northwestern India and
southern and eastern Europe
are especially vulnerable to
water shortages, it said.

Governments must work
together to create incentives
to transform how water is
consumed and ensure that
investment in vital infrastruc-
ture reaches the right places,
GCEW said in its final report.

“We are going to have to set

common goals for water sus-
tainability,” said Singapore
President Tharman Shanmu-
garatnam, GCEW co-chair.

“Ultimately, it will require
a global water pact. It is go-
ing to take several years to
get there, but we are going
to start that process,” he said
at a briefing ahead of the re-
port’s launch.

The report said global wa-
ter supplies can no longer be
counted on, partly as a result
of shifting rainfall patterns,
with each 1 degree Celsius
of warming estimated to in-

crease atmospheric moisture
retention by 7 percent.

“For the first time, we are
actually changing the very
source of all freshwater -
namely precipitation,” said
Johan Rockstrom, director
of the Potsdam Institute for

Climate Impact Research
and another commission co-
chair.

As well as “blue water” in
rivers and lakes, the commis-
sion looked at “green water”
contained in soils and plant
life. After evaporating, green
water provides around half

of global rainfall in a process
known as “atmospheric riv-
ers”.

Rising temperatures have
created a vicious cycle, with
lower soil moisture worsen-
ing droughts and wildfires
and causing more degrada-
tion and biodiversity loss,
further disrupting those at-
mospheric river flows, the
commission said.

Regions relying on high lev-
els of irrigation could suffer
from water storage capacity
declines. On current trends,
global cereal production

could fall by as much 23 per-
cent.

Financing mechanisms are
required to encourage invest-
ment in water infrastructure,
especially in more vulnerable
countries, and banks should
also make lending condition-
al on protecting water sup-
plies, the report said.

Global efforts are also
needed to price water cor-
rectly and “redeploy” an esti-
mated $600 billion in annual
agriculture subsidies that
encourage overconsumption
and the planting of water-

intensive crops in unsuitable
regions, said Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala, Director General of
the World Trade Organiza-
tion and another GCEW co-
chair.

While multilateral coop-
eration is needed to address
threats to global water sup-
plies, growing shortages
could aggravate geopoliti-
cal tensions, said Genevieve
Donnellon-May, a researcher
at the Oxford Global Society
think tank, who studies water
politics.
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In China’s far west, a Silk Road trade hub awakens to tunes of times

KASHGAR, Xinjiang

IT was 11 p.m. in Kashgar, a remote
desert oasis city in northwest China, but
there were few signs of the nightlife wind-
ing down.

In the city’s old town, shops, food
stands and art studios were still bustling
with activity. Electric mini-buses carried
tourists through a maze of crisscrossing
alleys, lined with traditional mud-brick
houses.

Deep in a back alley, traditional Uygur
dance music blared out. A group of for-
eigners got off their mini-bus and joined
the crowd in an open-air pub.

Omani media executive Fadi Kattar
took to the dance floor, where three young
Uygur children wowed the audience with
their spontaneous dance moves. There
was cheering, clapping and laughter.

“It was wonderful,” said Kattar, who is
with Muscat Media Group, adding that he
liked the nightlife in Kashgar, where tradi-
tional music resembled that back home in
the Middle East.

With Kattar were over two dozen jour-
nalists and media leaders from countries
as diverse as France, Qatar, Indonesia,
Mongolia, El Salvador and Equatorial
Guinea. As participants in the 6th World
Media Summit, held in Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region this week, they were
invited to travel to places around the vast
region.

Kattar and his group were particu-
larly enticed by the rich culture of the
2,000-year-old Kashgar, once a trading
hub on the ancient Silk Road.

The old town, home to 40,000 people
and a top tourist spot since 2015, is a must-
see for its traditional Uygur architecture
and culture. The government spent sev-
eral years and a combined sum of 7 billion

An attendee of the 6th World Media Summit makes purchase at the cross-border e-commerce import and
export commodities exhibition and trading center in Kashgar Prefecture, northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region, Oct. 15, 2024. (Xinhua/Ding Lei)

yuan (about 1 billion U.S. dollars) reinforcing the
houses and giving the whole area a facelift.

Wensel Mavara, chairperson of the board of
the Namibia Daily News, highlighted the preser-
vation of local culture, which “gives this place a
uniqueness that attracts tourists.”

More importantly, the project has provided res-
idents with tap water, heating systems, and com-
mercial spaces, while also reinforcing the build-
ings to withstand strong earthquakes, he added.

Drawing on his experience in Nepal, Kishor
Shrestha, chief editor of Jana Aastha National
Weekly, emphasized that renovation of this sort is
vital for people living in earthquake-prone areas.

“The renovation helped preserve our culture,
and enabled locals like me to venture into new
business,” said Salamatgul Kari, a 34-year-old

Uygur woman who was the first in the old town to
turn her family houses into a hostel and a parlor
providing dance performances for tourists.

Kashgar has experienced a tourism boom in re-
cent years, with more Chinese and international
visitors venturing into this part of the country to
explore its diverse geography and rich cultural
heritage.

According to government statistics, in the first
eight months of this year, about 88,800 foreign-
ers visited the city and nearby counties that con-
stitute the prefecture of Kashgar.

REVIVE ANCIENT TRADING HUB

Taking the overseas media group around shops
selling silk, pottery, spices, fur and carpets, tour
guide Nurnigar Dolkun said these goods consti-

tuted the bulk of the caravan trade along
the ancient Silk Road.

As the ancient Silk Road declined after
the 15th century, following the Age of Dis-
covery, the old trading hubs were left for
centuries to wither in the dust of history.

In 2013, China put forward the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). Part of its goal was
to revive the ancient Silk Road. This has
given Kashgar a chance to thrive once
more, bearing in mind its proximity to Ta-
jikistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The same year, the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor was launched as a flag-
ship project of the BRI, connecting Kash-
gar with Pakistan’s Gwadar Port on the
coast of the Indian Ocean.

In terms of trade, Kashgar is part of the
China (Xinjiang) Pilot Free Trade Zone,
giving it preferential policies on par with
two dozen free-trade zones that repre-
sent China’s top trading regions, including
Shanghai, Fujian, and Guangdong.

Kashgar’s free-trade zone was the very
first stop for the overseas media group on
its visit to the city on Tuesday. There, they
learned about the planning and industrial
layouts of the zone.

Waref Kumayha, president of the Silk
Road Institute for Studies and Research
in Lebanon, was keen to learn about is-
sues like tax reductions for foreign invest-
ments and investment criteria for foreign
businesses.

He nodded in delight after hearing that
income tax for companies in the zone
would be exempted or halved and there is
no minimum investment requirement for
foreign businesses. “Government policy
support is crucial for a place’s economic
development,” he said.

“We welcome friends from all over the
world to invest in Kashgar,” said Liu Guo, a
local official in charge of investment pro-

motion.

This year, a Kyrgyz logistics company
began to operate in the zone. Officials
said efforts are being made to further ac-
celerate the logistics of China-Kyrgysztan
cross-border trade.

According to Liu, Kashgar is trying to
build a commodity processing and distri-
bution hub linking China to the markets
in Central Asia and South Asia.

Calling the free-trade zone in Kashgar a
major and significant project, Salah Eddin
Elzein, advisor to the director general of
Al Jazeera Media Network, said that it not
only enhances economic development
in the region, but also benefits the entire
country of China and the neighboring na-
tions linked through various ports.

The rapid development of Kashgar re-
lies not only on favorable free-trade poli-
cies, but also on substantial infrastruc-
ture development, the media leaders
observed.

Kashgar is re-positioning itself as a
transportation hub in Chinas far west,
they were told. Flights from Pakistan can
bring frozen seafood from the Indian
Ocean directly to the tables of people in
Xinjiang. Chinese electric vehicles are
being exported to BRI partner countries
through Kashgar.

Kashgar was designated as the starting
point of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan
railway. Construction is expected to finish
in a couple of years’ time.

“A more open and vibrant economy of
Kashgar not only promotes China’s devel-
opment but also offers broader coopera-
tion opportunities for foreign enterpris-
es,” said Khaled Moussa, managing editor
of the Muscat Media Group.

The essence of China’s BRI, Moussa
said, is that “it benefits all.”

Hezbollah says it will escalate war with Israel after Hamas leader killed What moments captured on
phones in Xinjiang impressed
foreign participants of WMS?

JERUSALEM/CAIRO

LEBANON'S Hezbol-
lah militant group said
on Friday it was moving
to a new and escalating
phase in its war against
Israel while Iran said
“the spirit of resistance
will be strengthened” af-
ter the killing of Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar.

Sinwar, a mastermind
of the Oct 7, 2023, attack
that triggered the Gaza
war, was killed during an
operation by Israeli sol-
diers in the Palestinian
enclave on Wednesday, a
pivotal event in the year-
long conflict.

Despite Western hopes
of a ceasefire, Sinwar’s
death could dial up hos-
tilities in the Middle East
where the prospect of an
even wider conflict has
grown.

Israel has launched
a ground campaign in
Lebanon over the past
month and is now plan-

BEIJING

THE 6th World Media Summit
(WMS) opened on Monday morning
in Urumgqi, capital city of northwest
China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous

Region.

Themed “Artificial Intelligence and
Media Transformation,” the summit

106 countries and regions, including
representatives of 208 mainstream
media outlets, government agencies,
and international organizations.

During the participants’ stay in
Xinjiang, what moments captured
with their phones impressed them?
Follow Xinhua correspondent Wang
Yijie to find out the answer.

gathered over 500 participants from

Yahya Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, delivers a speech during at a hall on the seaside of Gaza City, on April 30, 2022. (PHOTO / AP)

ning a response to an Oct
1 missile attack carried
out by Iran, ally of Ha-
mas and Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah.

But the demise of the
man who planned the
attack last year in which
fighters killed 1,200 peo-
ple in Israel and cap-

tured more than 250 hostages, accord-
ing to Israeli tallies, could also help
push forward stalled efforts to end the
war in which Israel has killed more
than 42,000 Palestinians, according to
Gaza health authorities.

US President Joe Biden, who spoke
to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu by phone to congratulate him,
said Sinwar’s death provided a chance

for the conflict in Gaza to finally end
and for Israeli hostages to be brought
home.

The US wants to kick-start talks on a
proposal to achieve a ceasefire and se-
cure the release of hostages, US State
Department spokesperson Matthew
Miller said, calling Sinwar the “chief
obstacle” to ending the war.

Hezbollah was also defiant, announc-

ing “the transition to a new and es-
calating phase in the confrontation
with Israel”.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken held separate phone calls
on Thursday with leaders in Saudi
Arabia and Qatar aimed at ending
the conflict in the Middle East, the
State Department said.

Agencies

Guests attend the plenary session of the 6th World Media Summit in Urumgqi,

northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, Oct. 14, 2024. Xinhua

Port strikes reveal longstanding US plight on industry upgrade

NEW YORK,

As US. port workers and op-
erators representing big compa-
nies reached tentative deals on
wage raises, a massive strike in-
volving workers on the U.S. East
and Gulf Coasts has ended, but
the legal tussle is far from over,
and automation is expected to
become the next sticking point.

Labor unions, for fear that
workers’ jobs would be replaced
by machines, have long resisted
port automation through strikes
and other measures. Operators,
on the other hand, are worried
that labor disputes will further
push up operating costs, hop-
ing to reduce their dependence
on labor and promote automa-
tion. Against the background of
entanglement between the two
sides, U.S. ports have missed the
opportunity for technological
innovation, resulting in a widen-
ing gap in operational efficiency

compared with other countries,
while the massive strikes have
caused huge losses to the supply
chain and the U.S. economy.

COSTS VS LIVELIHOOD

The long-standing labor dis-
putes at U.S. ports have primarily
revolved around two key issues:
wage levels and port automa-
tion. For dockworkers and un-
ions, wages are essential for their
livelihoods, while automation
poses a threat to job security.
As a result, major technological
upgrades in US. ports have often
sparked intense labor conflicts.
A notable example dates back to
the 1950s when cargo handling
was labor-intensive, time-con-
suming, and fraught with risks.
Unions held significant influ-
ence over port operations, and
employers were frequently com-
pelled to pay high wages to avoid
strikes. This dynamic only began

to change with the advent of con-
tainerization, which drastically
reduced both loading time and
labor demand.

Malcom McLean, the inventor
of the modern shipping contain-
er, said that in 1956, the labor cost
to load a medium-sized ship was
5.83 US. dollars per ton. With the
introduction of containers, this
cost plummeted to just 16 cents
per ton, with most of the savings
coming from reduced labor ex-
penses.

Driven by the need to cut costs,
port operators, often represent-
ing large corporations, have con-
sistently pushed for technologi-
cal upgrades and automation.
As containerization spread, the
number of dockworkers stead-
ily declined, intensifying the
conflict between cost-cutting
measures and job security. In
the most recent labor disputes at
U.S. ports, labor unions have not

only demanded wage increases
but also called for a “total ban
on automation,” including semi-
automation that could reduce or
replace manual labor.

Earlier this month, the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Asso-
ciation reached a tentative agree-
ment with the United States
Maritime Alliance, which repre-
sents the port operators, to sus-
pend the strike. The agreement
includes a 62-percent wage in-
crease for workers but leaves un-
resolved the contentious issue of
banning automated machinery,
which will be a key focus in the
next round of negotiations.

INNOVATION VS

CONVENTION

The recent strike has further
exposed the level of port auto-
mation in the United States. The
Wall Street Journal used “bad”
to describe the operational ef-

ficiency of American ports, and
economists have deemed Amer-
ican ports to be “backward.” The
World Bank’s Container Port
Performance Index 2023 shows
that there is not a single U.S. port
in the top 50 in terms of port ef-
ficiency.

The Charleston port in South
Carolina was the highest-ranked
US. port, only coming in at 53rd
place. Many experts believe that
automation can help US. ports
improve efficiency, security and
solve supply chain problems.

However, such an upgrade has
faced many obstacles. Labor un-
ions believe that technological
progress may threaten workers’
jobs. For instance, ports in Los
Angeles and Long Beach handle
as much as 40 percent of the
nation’s imports and exports.
However, about five percent of
13,000 jobs were replaced due to
increased automation.

The Wall Street Journal (WSJ)
said in a recent opinion piece
that port workers “don’t want
any technological advances that
would make loading and unload-
ing ships faster, safer and more
efficient - e.g., smarter cranes,
gates, and container-moving
trucks that require fewer work-
ers to operate.”

“In other words, they want
higher pay with no productivity
gains, which is unsustainable in
a competitive global economy,”
it added. In fact, concerns over
replacing workers with technol-
ogy have existed since the Indus-
trial Revolution, while “the fight
against productivity is a losing
battle,” said the WSJ.

The labor entanglement put
both sides in trouble: US. ports
have failed to realize automa-
tion, lagging behind in terms of
overall level of port technology;
yet dockworkers, who fiercely

defended their jobs, cannot stop
the inevitable trend of techno-

logical upgrading.

SHORT-TERM IMPACTS VS
LONG-TERM LOSSES

Is the contradiction between
technological advancement and
job positions truly unsolvable?
Many experts believe that inno-
vation can enhance efficiency
while expanding the overall
economic pie, compensating
for job losses and benefiting
relevant parties. However, in
the recent US. port strike, many
only focused on the short-term
negative impacts of automation,
failing to see the value of tech-
nological progress. “I find it very
short-sighted of the dockwork-
ers, or any workers, to be push-
ing against automation if you can
instead find a way that the gains
get shared,”

Xinhua
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Simba’s AFCON stars
boost confidence ahead
of high-stakes derby clash

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA are pleased to report that
several of their international players
gained valuable playing time in recent
AFCON qualifiers, enhancing their fit-
ness levels ahead of today’s highly
anticipated clash against arch-rivals
Young Africans at the Benjamin Mkapa
Stadium.

Simba’s Ally Salim, Kibu Denis, and
Mohamed Hussein represented Tan-
zania in their Group H double-header
against DR Congo, while Steven Muk-
wala featured for Uganda Cranes in
their encounter against South Sudan.
Additionally, Moussa Camara played
two matches for Guinea against Ethio-
pia.

Simba SC’s Media and Information
Manager, Ahmed Ally (pictured), em-
phasized how these international ap-
pearances have sharpened the players
ahead of the critical fixture against
Young Africans.

The derby presents Simba with a
chance to reclaim dominance in Tan-
zanian football after losing the league
title to their fierce rivals for the past
three seasons.

Ally expressed confidence in the
players’ motivation to reverse their
recent record against Young Africans,
having lost three of their last four
meetings.

“It’s crucial for our players who were
on international duty to recognize the
significance of the experience they’ve
gained. Their match fitness and com-
petitive edge will benefit both the team
and coach Fadlu Davids as we prepare
for this pivotal clash,” Ally said.

“This derby holds immense impor-
tance for Tanzanian football. I encour-
age both Simba and Young Africans
fans to fill the stadium and create a
thrilling atmosphere. Our goal is to el-
evate this derby to the level of top Af-
rican rivalries, such as those in Cairo,
Casablanca, and Soweto. Fan support
is key in making that a reality.”

Simba’s preparations have been
smooth, with all players resuming
training on Thursday. Defender Abdul-

razak Hamza, who sustained a ham-
string injury while on international
duty, has recovered and rejoined the
squad, offering a timely boost for
Coach Davids.

With the derby considered a crucial
marker in Simba’s pursuit of the Pre-
mier League title, Ally acknowledged
the challenge posed by Young Africans,
who have been crowned champions
for three consecutive seasons. How-
ever, he stressed that Simba’s ambition
is to reclaim their place at the top of
Tanzanian football.

“Losing to Young Africans in the
Community Shield was a setback, but
we are determined to rectify that. The
derby is more than just another game
- it’s a key moment in our title quest,”
Ally added.

Simba are urging their fan base to
create an electrifying atmosphere at
the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium, where
home-field advantage could prove de-
cisive. With a passionate crowd behind
them, Simba hope to gain the upper
hand in this fiercely contested rivalry.

For Simba, a victory over Young Af-
ricans would not only restore bragging
rights but also send a powerful mes-
sage to the rest of the league.

The derby serves as a litmus test for
their title ambitions, with a win poten-
tially setting them on course for cham-
pionship success.

Young Africans, bolstered by a
strong and balanced squad, will be for-
midable opponents. However, Simba
believe that with focus, determination,
and their international stars back in
form, they are capable of securing the
win and reasserting their dominance
in Tanzanian football.

As anticipation builds ahead of the
sold-out clash, both teams know that
the outcome could have a significant
impact on the remainder of the sea-
son. A win for Simba would not only
boost morale but could also alter the
trajectory of the title race.

Football fans across the country will
be glued to the action, as Simba and
Young Africans battle for supremacy
in one of Africa’s most iconic rivalries.

Tanzanian football attendance decline:
Is poor crowd management to blame?

Various seats were spotted empty during the Tanzania vs DR Congo’s AFCON Group H qualifier at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam on Tues-

day. Photo. Courtesy of TFF

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

HE recent Tanzania

vs. DR Congo AF-

CON qualifier, where

Taifa Stars suffered a
2-0 defeat on Tuesday, starkly
contrasted with the high-en-
ergy Simba vs. Young Africans
clashes. While the latter consis-
tently attracts massive crowds,
the Taifa Stars match saw a
disappointing turnout, leaving
the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium
noticeably empty.

This sparse attendance stood
in sharp contrast to the packed
stadium during Tanzania’s 3-0O
victory over Uganda, which
secured their qualification for
the 2019 AFCON. The stark
difference between the two
events raises questions about
the current state of fan culture
in Tanzanian football.

Several factors contribute
to this discrepancy. One major
concern is the fear of violence
and disorder that has become
associated with  attending
matches.

Reports of fans being beaten,
harassed, and even chased by
security dogs have deterred
many from attending games.
The lack of effective security
and crowd management cre-
ates a hostile environment, dis-
couraging fans from support-
ing their national team.

Logistical challenges further
compound the problem. Long
queues, limited ticketing op-
tions, and incidents of fans be-
ing denied entry despite hold-
ing valid tickets have made
attending matches a frustrating

experience.

These inconveniences have
led many fans to reconsider
whether it’s worth going to the
stadium at all.

Simba vs. Young Africans
matches are exceptions to this
trend, largely because of the
unique atmosphere and the
significance of this historic ri-
valry. The festive nature and
high stakes of these encounters
draw large crowds. However,
even these derbies are not im-
mune to issues of safety and
security.

The upcoming Dar Derby will
once again highlight the stark
contrast between fan experi-
ences in Tanzania and those in
more developed football cul-
tures.

In countries with better in-
frastructure, having a ticket
guarantees entry to the sta-
dium, but in Tanzania, the real
challenge is actually getting in,
regardless of whether you have
a ticket.

Stadium entry procedures
in Tanzania are often chaotic
and inefficient. Most fans en-
ter through a limited number
of gates on the west side of the
stadium, leading to overcrowd-
ing, long delays, and confusion.

This differs significantly from
the well-organized processes
seen in developed countries,
where tickets correspond to
specific gates and seats, ensur-
ing a smoother experience for
fans.

Crowd management remains
a significant issue at Tanzani-
an stadiums. At the Benjamin
Mkapa Stadium, for example,

too few gates are open to ac-
commodate the large number
of fans, leading to lengthy and
frustrating wait times.

In contrast, major football
events in Europe and parts
of Africa allow fans to enter
stadiums at their leisure, of-
ten enjoying food, drinks, and
entertainment outside before
kick-off.

Inside Tanzanian stadiums,
the atmosphere is often tense
and chaotic, with fans pushing
and shoving to gain entry. This
is a far cry from the relaxed and
enjoyable experiences offered
by better-managed venues.

The requirement for fans
to arrive hours before kick-
off adds to the frustration, es-
pecially given the lack of ad-
equate facilities or pre-match
entertainment.

This troubling trend has long-
term consequences, especially
for younger fans. Children who
encounter the challenges and
dangers of attending match-
es are less likely to return as
adults, contributing to the on-
going decline in match-day at-
tendance.

Stadium infrastructure and
crowd management have not
improved, and the Benjamin
Mkapa Stadium, despite its
status as the national stadium,
suffers from outdated facilities
and insufficient security mea-
sures.

As a result, attending match-
es is often an unpleasant and,
at times, dangerous experi-
ence.

The reliance on loudspeak-
ers and marketing gimmicks to

attract fans to matches further
highlights the struggles facing
Tanzanian football. In the past,
iconic players like Zamoyoni
Mogella and the passion for the
game were enough to fill stadi-
ums without elaborate promo-
tions.

Today, however, the competi-
tion from television broadcasts
and foreign leagues has forced
clubs and the Tanzania Foot-
ball Federation (TFF) to adopt
more aggressive marketing
strategies.

Even the much-hyped Simba
vs. Young Africans derbies now
require significant promotion
to draw fans, a sign of declining
interest in domestic football.

Despite marketing efforts,
the underlying issues of safety,
convenience, and fan experi-
ence remain unaddressed.

Flooding stadiums at noon as
an attempt to create a festive
atmosphere misses the mark.
Rooted in fear and outdated
practices, this approach does
little to enhance the fan experi-
ence. Instead, authorities must
recognize the need for better
crowd management, security
measures, and a more fan-
friendly environment.

Fortunately, some Tanzanian
football officials have had the
opportunity to observe how
football matches are man-
aged in other countries, where
proper crowd control creates a
positive and enjoyable fan ex-
perience.

It is puzzling why these les-
sons have yet to be implement-
ed in Tanzania to improve the
match-day experience.

Nepotism debates surrounding LeBron and Bronny
James stem from a longstanding stigma in America

By ALANIS THAMES

LeBRON James stood on the court next
to his son Bronny and couldn’t help but
glance over at him to take in the moment.
The duo wore matching Los Angeles Lak-
ers jerseys with “James” and “James Jr.”
embroidered in big purple letters on their
backs.

“It was like the matrix or something,”
LeBron said afterward. “It just didn’t feel
real.”

The Lakers helped the 39-year-old
James realize a yearslong dream of play-
ing alongside his son when they drafted
Bronny with the 55th overall pick in
June, making way for them to become
first father-son pair to play in an NBA

game together in a preseason matchup
on Oct. 6.

Lakers general manager Rob Pelin-
ka has described the draft pick as
“magical,” while his organization has
drawn criticisms about whether Bronny
would have earned the opportunity if
his father wasn’t one of the game’s great-
est players. Those objections — albeit
met with widespread excitement for the
James family — reignited conversations
about nepotism in sports and how pow-
erful figures leverage their influence,
while underscoring the stigma around
kids following in the footsteps of a suc-
cessful parent or family member.

“There’s always going to be people who
are saying that things are nepotism,” said
Alice Leppert, an associate professor of

media and communication studies at Ur-
sinus College in Pennsylvania. “There’s
going to be some cynical assumption that
strings were pulled and basically that
things are not fair.”

That’s often based on people’s desire
to believe in a meritocracy, Leppert
said, referring to the system where
someone gains status or rewards based
on his or her abilities, not wealth or so-
cial status.

“In general, we don’t live in a meritoc-
racy,” Leppert added. “We want to live in
ameritocracy, and that’s why we get these
sorts of debates.”

For centuries, children born into
rich and powerful families have inher-
ited businesses, stardom and endless
resources for success — a conspicuous

display of power in Hollywood, politics
and sports.

Critics of nepotism argue that those
without the same access to resources —
i.e. producers and directors in the enter-
tainment industry, scouts and training fa-
cilities in sports — are left at a significant
disadvantage when it comes to opportu-
nities.

Others question why a practice so in-
grained in society is being even being
mentioned.

“I don’t want to hear these charges,
people talking about nepotism,” former
ESPN NBA insider Adrian Wojnarowski
said during the NBA draft. “The NBA is full
of nepotism. The ownership level, front
offices, coaching. T don’t want to hear it
all of a sudden because Bronny James’ fa-

ther plays for the Lakers. It is rampant in
this league.”

There have been about 100 instances in
NBA history of players joining the league
after their fathers played. Those young
men stepped into the league after the
father’s career ended, but they include
Stephen and Dell Curry, Kobe and Joe
“Jellybean” Bryant, Bill and Luke Walton,
among others.

Ken Griffey Sr. and Ken Griffey Jr. played
together with the Seattle Mariners during
parts of the 1990 and 1991 MLB seasons.
Hockey great Gordie Howe played with
sons Marty and Mark for the Houston
Aeros in the WHA and the New England/
Hartford Whalers in the WHA and NHL.

AP
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How Inter Miami built, and Lionel Messi wooed, the greatest MLS team ever

By Henry Bushnell

HE planning

began when

“Lionel Messi

to Inter Mi-
ami” was still just a
dream, an internet ru-
mor discredited by in-
siders but sustained by
a billionaire’s belief.

In the fall of 2022,
as MLS clubs set out to
build their 2023 rosters,
Jorge Mas, Inter’s man-
aging owner, was schem-
ing. He’d been courting
Messi ever since 2019,
forging relationships
with Messi’s entourage,
planting seeds.

By Year 4 of the pur-
suit, he was in Messi’s
suite at the World Cup
final, and “consistent in
his confidence that this
is gonna happen,” Inter
Miami sporting director
Chris Henderson says.

So, as chief soccer of-
ficers around the league
were chasing stars in
early 2023, and filling
salary cap space to im-
prove their teams, Miami
.. wasn’t. Some of its off-
season moves puzzled
observers.

Designated Players left
and weren’t really re-
placed. Pundits glanced
at the remains, and (cor-
rectly) predicted that
Inter would sink from
sixth place in 2022 to-
ward the bottom of the
Eastern Conference in
2023.

But, “you know,” Hen-
derson says now, “we
had a plan.”

They were saving and
making room for Messi
— but also for a dozen
other players who'd sup-
plement the GOAT, and
who, a year later, would
propel Inter Miami to
perhaps the greatest
MLS season ever.

With Decision Day
near, they stand on
the rim of history, two

By Jamie Braidwood

THE race for the
most  assists  across
a single Premier

League season is weird
and unpredictable, of-
ten influenced by fac-
tors outside the control
of its competitors. It is
also a record that has
stood for more than
20 years, or since Thi-
erry Henry notched
his 20th assist of the
2002-03 season. Since
then, only Kevin De
Bruyne has matched
Henry’s figure over 38
games, in 2019-20, but it
has been threatened on
an almost annual basis
over the past two de-
cades.

This year, the imme-
diate frontrunner, fly-
ing out of the starting
blocks, is Bukayo Saka,
who has seven assists
through the first seven
matches of the Premier
League season. Saka has
made an exceptional
start. He is two assists
away from equalling his
tally last season, and has
already drawn level with
his total from 2021-22,
a campaign where he
made 36 starts and fea-
tured in every game.

Saka’s two assists in
Arsenal’s 3-1 win over
Southampton suggested
an attacker continuing
to add new tools to his
game; as well as his goals
and near-constant threat
on the wing, Saka’s set-
piece delivery is now
up there with the best
in the division, while
the 23-year-old has un-
locked the devastating
back-post cross after

points shy of the reg-
ular-season points re-
cord with one game to
go. If they win it — on
Saturday at home vs.
New England (6:07 p.m.
ET, AppleTV+) — they’ll
finish on 74 points, an
unprecedented haul in a
league whose restrictive
rules usually produce
parity.

And if they do, Messi
will be the primary rea-
son. Equally remarkable
and influential, though,
is their record without
him. The Herons, as In-
ter is nicknamed, took 32
points from 15 matches
with Messi absent — or
2.13 points per game,
nearly identical to their
average in the 18 match-
es Messi has played.

They’'ve been the
league’s top team, with
and without the GOAT,
because they executed
the plan, and assembled
a peerless roster. It was a
years-long process that
required collaboration
between ownership, ex-
ecutives and coaches,
plus at least six other
departments within the
club.

And, of course,
it required Mes-
si,  whose god-like

pull made recruitment
“much easier,” Hender-
son told Yahoo Sports in
a phone interview.

Once Messi commit-
ted to Miami, up popped
dozens of international
players who, as Hender-
son says, “just want[ed]
to come and play with
him.”

*Miami makes room
for Messi

The process dates to
2021, when Henderson,
an MLS lifer, took charge
of Inter’s sporting de-
partment after 13 years
in Seattle.

It accelerated in 2022
and 2023, as the end of
Messi’s contract with

A few months after Lionel Messi’s arrival in Florida, Inter Miami lifted the club’s first trophy in
August 2023 with a win in the Leagues Cup final. (Agencies)

Paris Saint-Germain
neared. The possibil-
ity of luring him to Mi-
ami “affected all of
our thought process in
building and planning
the team,” Henderson
says.

Messi had options — in-
cluding PSG, Barcelona
and Saudi Arabia — but
Inter had only one: to
construct a squad with
a Messi-sized hole, one
that could, in the dream
scenario, be transformed
almost overnight.

That meant, for ex-
ample, acquiring Span-
ish playmaker Alejandro
Pozuelo in July 2022,
then letting his contract
expire to free up a Des-
ignated Player (DP) slot.

(Each MLS club is
permitted to pay three
DPs an uncapped sal-
ary that, no matter how
lucrative, only counts
$683,750 toward the cap.
The rule, created to ac-
commodate David Beck-
ham in 2007, allowed
Inter to afford Messi.)

Miami entered 2023
with only one true DP.
Its second and third,
forward Leonardo Cam-
pana and midfielder
Gregore, were what Hen-
derson calls “TAM-able.”
Their relatively modest

salaries gave Inter the
flexibility to “buy down”
their cap hits and make
room for a new DP, if
necessary.

To do that, an MLS
club must tap into its
pool of “allocation mon-
ey.” (TAM is short for
one type, Targeted Al-
location Money.) Miami
had already stockpiled
significant sums, de-
spite sanctions stem-
ming from a cheating
scandal.

Then, in April 2023,
it traded midfielder
Bryce Duke and forward
Ariel Lassiter to Mon-
treal for defender Kamal
Miller and, most impor-
tantly, $1.3 million in al-
location money.

“And those were hard
moves,” Henderson says.
“Those were guys every-
one liked, and they were
good players. But ... as we
got closer to summer of
’23, we had to figure out
ways that we could make
room and maximize the
summer transfer win-
dow.”

They made room for
Messi by “buying down”
Campana. They made
room for the first of
three Messi friends, Ser-
gio Busquets, by parting
ways with DP attacker

Rodolfo Pizzaro.

The second of three,
Jordi Alba, took a sizable
pay cut to join his for-
mer FC Barcelona team-
mates; Alba’s $1.5 million
annual salary - as re-
ported by the MLS Play-
ers Association - was
close to the max allow-
able under the league’s
byzantine roster rules
for a non-DP.

In December, Luis Su-
arez took a similar deal.
And in January, amid
unsubstantiated skepti-
cism that Miami might
be skirting rules, the su-
perteam assembled.

*Young legs’ leap at
chance to play along-
side Messi

Before Messi even ar-
rived, though, in June
2023, Henderson and in-
coming head coach Tata
Martino knew they’d
have to supplement
those aging stars with
“some young legs,” as
Henderson says.

They met frequently
to discuss how theyd
reshape a then-last-
place roster. They need-
ed “guys that can get
around,” Henderson
explains, but also ones
with “technical quality
that is a high enough lev-
el, that can combine and

make the right move-
ments, and complement
all of [Messi’s and Bus-
quets’] strengths.”

Fortunately, in addi-
tion to the DP slots, Mi-
ami had left room for
“Under-22 Initiative”
signings. Each MLS club
can sign up to three
young players whose
non-DP  salaries and
transfer fees hit the cap
at a hugely discounted
rate of $150,000 or
$200,000. Miami, as of
June 2023, had zero such
players.

So they turned to their
“shadow teams” — inter-
nal lists of 3-5 players
at each position, play-
ers who've been identi-
fied by scouts and data
analysts, or offered by
agents and other clubs,
and whose skill sets align
with Inter Miami’s wants
and needs.

In line with processes
that Henderson be-
gan sculpting in 2021,
they had, for example,
already scouted and
vetted Diego GoOmez,
a then-20-year-old mid-
fielder showing promise
at Paraguayan club Lib-
ertad — where Martino
had coached, twice, in
the early 2000s.

“We brought him to
Tata,” Henderson says.
“Tata made a phone call
right away.” And Inter
was prepared to pounce,
with a $3 million trans-
fer fee. Fifteen months
later, Gomez is the
U-22 player of the year,
and off to Brighton in
the English Premier
League for an eight-
figure fee this coming
winter.

Miami was still, in
many ways, hindered
by MLS rules, which are
more financially restric-
tive than those of any
other major men’s sports
league, and more so than
other soccer leagues

around the globe.

They limit the Ameri-
can league’s ability to
attract or afford players
like Gomez, or 20-year-
old Argentine attacker
Facundo Farias, or teen-
age Argentine defender
Tomas Avilés, or 21-year-
old Argentine midfield-
er Federico Redondo,
among the highest-rated
youngsters in  South
America.

Miami, however, had a
pitch that no other MLS
club ever had: Messi.

“I think it would’ve
been harder to get Re-
dondo [without Messi],”
Henderson acknowledg-
es. “Having a chance to
play with Leo Messi real-
ly helped in that. .. I can
name like seven guys,
10 guys [on Inter’s cur-
rent roster]” who came
to Miami in part because
they wanted to play with
Messi.

And there were many
more worldwide. The
sporting department’s
task was to suss out
which ones would come
to work; and which ones,
on the other hand, might
come as fanboys.

*Inter Miami’s rebuild
drives historic season

As they were clearing
space for more than a
dozen new players -
by buying out a backup
goalkeeper and striker,
transferring Gregore
and midfielder Jean
Mota, and trading three
defenders, including
Miller and former cap-
tain DeAndre Yedlin —
Inter Miami’s architects
were also vetting their
targets.

There were calls to ac-
quaintances and family
members, coaches and
teammates and the play-
ers themselves.

Some key questions,
Henderson says, were:
“Do they have the char-
acter to step on the

Can Bukayo Saka break the Premier League’s weirdest record?

cutting inside, a weapon
he used to set up Gabriel
Martinelli in the come-
back against Southamp-
ton.

As a complete wide
forward and set-piece
taker for a title-contend-
ing team, who rarely
misses a match, Saka
may soon find that the
assist record is within
sight. He is already a
third of the way there,
after all, less than a quar-
ter of the way through
the season. Even if Saka’s
current trajectory drops
off slightly, the man-
ner of his opening spell
for Arsenal suggests he
could challenge it.

Saka, though, is not
the first player whose
assist numbers have sky-
rocketed through the
first couple of months
of the season. In fact,
it has become normal
for one of the Premier
League’s leading attack-
ers to start the campaign
by striking a rich vein of
creative form. De Bruyne
in 2022 started the sea-
son with nine assists in
nine matches. Mohamed
Salah reached nine in 15
in 2021. The year before,
Harry Kane was 10 in 11.
Go back further, and Me-
sut Ozil was 15 in 17 in
2015, Cesc Fabregas 13 in
18 in 2014.

Between them all,
some of the best cre-
ative players in Premier
League history made it
through the first half of
the season and entered
December racking up as-
sists at a rate that made

Arsenal’'s Bukayo Saka is averaging an assist a game to start the Premier League season

(Getty)
Henry’s record look
precarious. At points,

Henry’s 20 assists ap-
peared to be such an
achievable target that it
was at risk of being oblit-
erated completely, in the
same manner as Erling
Haaland and the single-
season scoring record.
But, as you have been
warned, the race for the
Premier League assist
record is strange and
susceptible to volatile
change. If the campaigns
of those who have re-
corded the most Premier
League assists each sea-
son were all lined up on
the start line, like at the
800m finals at the Olym-
pics, what you would see
is a blur of astonishingly
quick first laps followed
by a series of collapses
after the sound of the
halfway bell. Almost ev-
ery year, the pace of the
first lap is unsustainable.
Often, the challenges

of football's schedule
have their impact, as
matches pile up and fa-
tigue or injuries contrib-
ute to a loss of form. De
Bruyne and Salah, for
instance, saw their fast
starts broken up by long
spells without recording
an assist before and after
the mid-season World
Cup and Africa Cup of
Nations respectively. In
some cases, opposing
teams took greater ef-
forts to shut down par-
ticular threats, such as
Kane’s partnership with
Son Heung-min, whom
the England captain as-
sisted seven times in the
first six games of the sea-
son.

In other examples,
the plateaus can seem
inexplicable. The 2015-
16 season will forever
be remembered in Eng-
lish football as the year
Leicester City won the
league but for Arsenal

fans, it is the campaign
they wasted a golden op-
portunity to reclaim the
title. Their slump over
the second half of the
campaign was mirrored
by Ozil’s dramatic flatlin-
ing, with just two assists
recorded between the

start of January and the
end of April after reach-
ing the new year on 15.
Ozil, though, Ilargely
continued to create
chances at a similar rate.
The German finished
short of the Premier
League assist mark that
year but still holds the
record for most chances
created in a single sea-
son, with 146. Perhaps
the more significant
drop-off that year came
from striker Olivier Gir-
oud, who went 15 match-
es in a row from January
to May without scoring
in the Premier League.
If there is an element
of randomness at play,
the seasons of the two
holders of the assist re-
cord could be instruc-
tive. De Bruyne and
Henry finished with 20
assists and PFA Player
of the Year accolades in
2020 and 2003 respec-

tively, while playing for
the team that finished
runner-up in the league.
Both also had remark-
able bursts towards the
end of the season. For
De Bruyne, his num-
bers recovered from a
winter slump after the
Premier League was sus-
pended by Covid. Once
the league returned, two
months later, and with
the title already won by
Liverpool, De Bruyne
finished the year with
four assists in six games,
the record equalled.
Henry’s 20-assist sea-
son is even more spec-
tacular once you con-
sider that the French
forward also scored 24
goals, and was playing at
a time where assist num-
bers were not fixated
upon like they are now,
a fascination sparked by
the rise of FPL (Fantasy
Premier League). For

field, and train, and play,
with some of the great-
est players who ever
played?

.. Are they gonna be
fans out there, or are

they gonna actually
come and make an im-
pact?”

“You need to have a
character that’s strong
enough,” he adds, “and
be able to stand on your
own two feet, when one
of the older players is
getting on you because
you lost the ball with no
pressure.”

There were also cul-
tural considerations. Ad-
justing to a new league
and foreign country as a
teen or young adult can
be difficult.

But Miami is bubbling
with Latin influence; and
Inter’s coaching staff and
key players communi-
cate almost exclusively
in Spanish. That, for the
dozen Hispanic players
who’ve followed Messi to
Miami, has helped ease
the transition.

So, too, have the pro-
fessionalism and leader-
ship of Messi, Busquets,
Suarez and Alba. “They
come into training,”
Henderson says, “and
they don’t want to waste
time, they want to get
out and work hard.”

The result has been a
season for the ages. After
a rocky start, the Herons
are 18W-6D-2L since the
start of April. They won
eight of nine MLS games
while Messi was away
at the Copa América,
then injured.

They clinched the
Supporters’ Shield, the
regular-season title,
with a win at defending
champion Columbus
earlier this month. Next
up, before the playoffs,
is the final lap of a run at
history.

*yahoo/sports

Henry, it was the sheer
satisfaction of selflessly
setting up a teammate
that motivated his eight
assists over the final four
games of the season.
Henry was also in a battle
with Manchester Unit-
ed’s Ruud van Nistelrooy
for the Premier League
Golden Boot going into
the final two games but
continued to provide for
his teammates when he
could have gone for goal
himself.

As the Frenchman
later told The Guardian:
“To me, the most beauti-
ful thing is making the
pass when you are in a
position to score your-
self. You know you're
good enough to score,
but you give the ball. You
share.” And perhaps, as
Saka prepares to contin-
ue his opening lap of this
Premier League, that is
the most valuable advice
to follow.
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Yanga’s past

victories are
irrelevant in

derby, warns
Gamondi

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans head coach Miguel Gamondi
has warned that their recent dominance over arch-
rivals Simba will not guarantee success in their up-
coming clash, emphasizing that past victories hold
no weight in the latest instalment of the Dar Derby.

The much-anticipated match will take place this
afternoon at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium, with
Simba hosting Young Africans in the NBC Premier
League.

Simba enter the derby sitting second in the league
table with 13 points from five matches, while reign-
ing champions Young Africans are in fourth place
with 12 points, trailing the early leaders, Singida
Black Stars, by four points.

Despite their current standing, Young Africans
are looking to maintain their flawless start to the
2024/25 Premier League season.

They have won all four of their opening matches
- against KMC, Ken Gold, Kagera Sugar, and Pamba
Jiji - making them the only team with a 100% win-
ning record thus far.

The defending champions have extended their
unbeaten league run to 14 matches and are riding
an 11-game winning streak. However, this weekend’s
derby promises to be their toughest challenge yet.

In the broader context, Young Africans are com-
ing into this game after securing 20 consecutive
wins across all competitions, showcasing their for-
midable form.

While the squad could be missing Ibrahim ‘Bacca’
Hamad due to injury, Gamondi’s side remains in
excellent shape heading into their showdown with
Simba.

Ahead of the derby, Gamondi (pictured) acknowl-
edged the challenges of preparation, particularly
because the match follows immediately after the
FIFA international break.

“We are very happy to be back in the NBC Premier
League, especially with this derby being such a big
game between the two top teams in Tanzania. We
are calm and eagerly awaiting this moment tomor-
row,” said Gamondi.

“We have prepared as well as possible. But you
know, after the FIFA date, it is always complicated
because we have many players on national duty.

“Some arrived yesterday, and others only today.
So, we couldn’t prepare in the best way possible,
but with the help of AVIC (the training facility),
we’ve done our best.”

Despite the magnitude of the match, Gamondi in-
sisted that their approach remains consistent.

“I always say there is no special preparation - it’s
the same. We stick to our style, our work, and we
continue that way. Yes, it is a big game, but at the
end of the day, it’s three points, and we need to pre-
pare to win the game,” he added.

While Young Africans have emerged victorious
in the last three derbies, Gamondi downplayed any
notion of an easy win, emphasizing that every game
is unique.

“I don’t think too much about history. The past is
the past. You need to evaluate each game on its own
merits. Every game is different,” he said.

SPORT

How Inter Miami built, and
Lionel Messi wooed, the

recltest MLS team ever

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

Young Africans

Mkapa Stadium.

zania’s football giants.

their rivals.

61 39vd

The highly anticipated match
will kick off at 5:00 PM East Af-
rica Time, promising a thrilling
spectacle between two of Tan-

Speaking ahead of the derby,
Simba head coach Fadlu Da-
vids (pictured) acknowledged
the strength and consistency of

He praised Young Africans’
remarkable achievements over
the past three years, during
which they secured three con-
secutive league titles - a testa-

IMBA Sports Club and
SC  ment to their cohesion and quality.
are set to renew their
fierce rivalry today in
the NBC Premier League Dar es
Salaam Derby at the Benjamin

“Young Africans could not have
won the league three years in a row if
they weren’t a good side,” Davids said.

“They are a team that has been to-
gether for three years now. They've
won the league three times, so al-
though we respect them, we have
analyzed them in detail. We know ex-
actly how they are going to approach
the game.”

Despite Young Africans’ domi-
nance, Davids remains confident in
Simba’s preparations. He emphasized
that derby matches often defy form
and history, making today’s encoun-
ter a fresh challenge for both sides.

“In a derby, form and history - ev-
erything goes out the window. The
best team will win on the day,” he
stated. “We have to stick to our plan,

Davids: Form goes out the window’ ahead
of derby showdown with Yanga

stick to our strategy, and approach
the match the way we intend to.”

Davids further expressed belief in
his team’s potential, highlighting their
progress despite being only 15 weeks
into his project at Simba.

“It’s going to be a tough match, and
we respect them as a team, but we
have to put our chest out and assert
our dominance because we are a big
club as well,” he added. “We are bold
every day in realizing the potential
within our squad.”

Simba and Young Africans are meet-
ing just two months after their last
encounter in the Community Shield,
where Young Africans emerged victo-
rious with a narrow 1-0O win.

Both teams come into the derby in
strong form, adding extra intrigue to
an already heated rivalry.

Saturday 19 October, 2024

Simba are riding a five-match un-
beaten streak in the Premier League,
their most recent result being a 2-2
draw against Coastal Union on Octo-
ber 4.

The Reds currently sit second on
the league table with 13 points from
five matches, having won four and
drawn one.

Young Africans, meanwhile, are in
excellent form, having won 10 consec-
utive matches across all competitions.

Their victories include wins over
teams like Pamba Jiji, KMC FC, and
KenGold in the Premier League, as
well as triumphs in the CAF Cham-
pions League preliminary rounds
against CBE SA and Vital'O.

Despite sitting in fourth place on
the league table with 12 points, Young
Africans have a perfect record, having
won all four of their matches. Their re-
cent success in continental competi-
tions also underscores the depth and
quality within their squad.

Today’s derby will undoubtedly be a
key fixture in the title race, with both
clubs eager to assert their dominance.

While Simba will look to maintain
their unbeaten run and climb to the
top of the table, Young Africans will
aim to extend their winning streak
and gain ground on their rivals.

As fans flock to the Benjamin Mkapa
Stadium, all eyes will be on the pitch
as two of Tanzania’s football power-
houses clash in what promises to be
an enthralling encounter.

With pride, bragging rights, and cru-
cial points at stake, the Dar es Salaam
Derby will once again capture the
imagination of football lovers across
the country.

SUA girls excel in 2024 Chanzo
Cricket Bonanza in Morogoro

beating Makumbusho Boys to
the silverware.
The girlss showdown wit-

By Correspondent Japheth Kazenga

MOROGORO junior cricket
side from SUA Primary School
triumphed in the 2024 Chan-
7o Cricket Bonanza’s girls’ cat-
egory in the region recently.

It turned out to be an in-
credible weekend of cricket
at the SUA ground located in
Morogoro municipality, as re-
vealed by a Tanzania Cricket
Association (TCA) official.

The official added there
were 20 boys’ teams and 20
girls’ teams from various
schools putting on a fantastic
display of talent and passion
at the bonanza.

The boys’ category wit-
nessed Misufini A Primary
School’s squad beating the
rest of the contenders to the
silverware and SUA Primary
School’s team finishing as
runner-up.

The girls’ category came to
an end with Kauzeni Primary
School’s team settling for the
runner-up place, losing the
title to the industrious SUA
Primary School team.

The winners and runners-
up, the official revealed,
proudly took home prizes
comprising stationery and
books.

He said TCA congratulates
all participating teams for

nessed the Sanawari Girls
lifting the title and the Themi
Girls taking the runner-up
place.

The TCA official noted that
it will, in coordination with
cricket stakeholders, keep on
building and motivating the
next generation of cricket do-
mestically.

Chanzo Cricket is a junior
development program orga-
nized by TCA, geared towards
unearthing and developing
talents in the game.

The TCA development com-
mittee annually organizes the
modified game for juniors,
also popularly known as the
‘Chanzo Cricket’ festival.

In the ‘Chanzo’ Cricket’ fes-

Junior female cricketers forming one of the participating teams in the 2024 Chanzo Cricket Bonanza in Gairo, Morogoro pose for a photo
upon the conclusion of the bonanza held in the district early this month. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

their amazing efforts.

He stressed that the na-
tional cricket governing body
is continuing to support and
inspire the future cricket stars
of Tanzania.

The  association’s  offi-
cial also revealed the 2024
Chanzo Cricket Bonanza was
hosted at the Gairo Center in
Gairo District, Morogoro.

The association coordinat-
ed the bonanza bringing to-

gether 20 boys’ squads and 20
girls’ teams from 13 schools.

All junior cricketers fea-
tured in the showdown with
great energy and enthusiasm.

The youthful cricket stars
that turned up for the day put
on a spectacular show.

The bonanza’s winners
walked away with awards,
ranging from stationery to
books.

The association expressed

its regard to all teams, play-
ers, and supporters for their
participation and passion.

The TCA official noted that
Arusha hosted a similar Chan-
zo Cricket Bonanza recently.

Arusha Primary School
turned out to be the venue
for the festival, with 20 boys’
teams and 20 girls’ teams fea-
turing in the program.

Emaoi Boys had the last
laugh in the boys’ category,

tival, which brings together
primary schools, the partici-
pants take part in cricket us-
ing a softball.

The association is working
hard to see to it that all re-
gions participate successfully
in the program.

The best junior cricketers
are thereafter selected for
national junior teams that
feature in various qualifying
tournaments organized by
the ICC.

Flexibles by David Chikoko
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