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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

PUBLIC Sector Social Security Fund received a handsome 7.6bn/- pay cheque yesterday being dividend from CRDB Bank Plc in which the fund is an institutional investor.
Speaking after receiving the pay-cheque in Dar es Salaam, PSSSF Di-rector of Finance, Beatrice Musa Lupi commended the bank’s leadership for maintaining profitability saying the fund is happy to be associated with the lender.

“This worthwhile investment was done according to the law establish-ing the fund which requires that mem-bers’ monies be invested in profitable ventures,” Lupi said while noting that such profits generated from invest-ments made help the fund settle mem-bers’ pension and other statutory pay-

ments.
She said the fund will continue investing in profitable vehicles and across various sectors whose perfor-mance is impressive to ensure that members’ contributions are safe but also contribute towards growth of the nation’s economy.

“We strongly believe that CRDB will continue to perform well hence en-able our shareholders and members to get a share of the profit made,” the PSSSF Director of Finance added say-ing investment in blue-chip compa-nies and stocks strengthens the fund’s ability to carry out its duties.
Speaking earlier, Minister for Fi-nance and Economic Planning, Dr Mwigulu Nchemba commended pub-lic agencies and state enterprises which invest in profitable companies and vehicles because their add value 

PSSSF lands 7.6bn/- dividend 
pay cheque from CRDB Bank

Finance and Planning minister, Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (3rd L) presents a dummy cheque for 7.6bn/- to PSSSF director general Hosea Kashimba (4th L) being 

dividend payment received from CRDB Bank Plc. Second left is PSSSF’s director of finance, Beatrice Musa Lupi. Photo: Guardian Correspondent  

Windfall  

DUBAI 

EMIRaTES, the world’s biggest long-haul airline, plans to recruit more than 6,000 staff over the next six months to boost its work-force as travel demand rebounds.as Covid-19 restrictions ease globally with the accelerated dis-tribution of vaccines – additional pilots, cabin crew, engineering specialists and ground staff will be needed to support the airline’s increasing operations across its global network – to respond to the sooner-than-expected surge in customer demand, the airline said on Monday. Emirates has al-ready restored 90 per cent of its network and is on track to reach 70 per cent of its pre-pandemic capacity by the end of 2021, it said.
“Emirates has always been at the heart of Dubai’s growth. Our 

requirement for 6,000 addition-al operational staff signifies the quick recovery Dubai’s economy is witnessing and will lead to op-portunities and other positive de-velopments across various other businesses, including those in the consumer, travel and tourism sec-tors,” Sheikh ahmed bin Saeed, chairman and chief executive of Emirates airline and group, said.The Covid-19 pandemic hit the global aviation industry hard last year and led to airlines grounding planes, cutting jobs and slashing salaries. However, the reopening of economies globally, the easing of pandemic-induced travel re-strictions and rapid vaccination programmes are leading to a re-bound in travel demand. 
as with many other major air-lines around the world, Emirates took steps to slash costs and con-serve cash by reducing staff wag-

es, cutting jobs and offering cabin crew voluntary unpaid leave to cope with the fallout from the pandemic. But the airline has gradually restored operations in line with the easing of travel re-strictions around the world. It has recalled pilots, cabin crew and other operational employees who were stood down when the pan-demic forced a drastic reduction in flights last year. It also reinstat-ed the full salaries of its staff from October last year.
Cabin crew serving in Emirate’s economy-class cabins are entitled to an average starting monthly salary of Dh9,770 ($2,660), based on 80 to 100 flying hours per month, according to the airline’s website. Captains who can oper-ate Emirates’ a380 or Boeing 777 are entitled to a monthly salary of Dh43,013 – basic salary and flying pay included – based on an aver-

Emirates Airline set to employ 6,000 staff over next 6 months

BEIJING 

CHINa said it was false to claim that its lending practices have pushed african nations into debt traps, blaming a host of economic factors instead and criticising me-dia reports on the topic.
african nations’ debt problems are a historical issue, and also the result of rising protectionism and 

currency factors, Zhou Liujun, vice chairman of China Interna-tional Development Cooperation agency told reporters in Beijing on Tuesday. 
The agency is a body under the State Council that provide plans and policies on foreign aid.

“Facts and data fully show that this accusation is purely political-ly driven,” he said. “Its real inten-

tion is to drive a wedge between China and africa’s friendly and cooperative relations.” 
China fully considered the debt condition of african nations and their repayment capabilities when offering loans, Zhou said, adding that it will “strengthen cooperation and communication with different parties to help af-rican countries to face their debt 

problems.”
China has come under fire for its lending practices to develop-ing nations, particularly around the confidentiality of contracts between its state banks and debt-or nations.

 Several african countries, in-cluding Kenya and Zambia, have struggled to repay their loans as the Covid-19 pandemic wreaked 

havoc on their economies.
On the Paris Club of mainly Western creditor nations, Zhou said China has been involved in some of the club’s activities and has smooth communication with its members.

 The Paris Club last year com-bined forces with the Group of 20 nations to provide debt relief to poorer nations. The World Bank 

and others have pressured China to provide more relief.
Deng Boqing, vice chairman of the development agency, said at the same briefing that Beijing has no tolerance for corruption in projects linked to its Belt & Road Initiative, a massive multi-country infrastructure program. China has been transparent in its BRI projects, he said.

China says allegations that it causes debt trap for Africa false

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed, the chairman and CEO of Emirates Airline. 

During this year’s annual general meeting held in arusha, the share-holders endorsed a 22/- per share dividend payment which was an increase from the 17/- paid last year.
OppOrtunity 

appeasement 

to shareholders or members’ savings.
“Let me congratulate all shareholders for your decision to invest in the bank because that’s what modern economies entail because this subscribes 

to the running of modern econ-omies globally,” Dr Nchemba said.
He commended CRDB’s board, management and staff for sustaining growth and prof-itability saying the government 

will continue putting in place a better environment for the pri-vate sector to thrive and con-tribute to growth.
Last year, CRDB’s gross profit increased by 35 percent from 175bn/- in 2019 to 236bn/-. 

MAPUTO 

THE Mozambican government said Monday that Exxon had assured it would continue with its natural gas projects in the north of the country in the face of reports that the company is rethinking its business portfolio in fossil fuels.
“On the part of the companies, in-cluding Exxon, the indication we got was to reaffirm the afungi project, even after the news that was put into circulation,” said Mozambique’s Min-ister of Mineral Resources and Ener-gy, Max Tonela.

Tonela said that representatives of the US oil company were due to visit Maputo in early November to assess the situation in relation to projects in Mozambique. “We have been ex-

changing information with Exxon and another meeting is scheduled in Maputo at the beginning of Novem-ber,” he said.
The Wall Street Journal reported last week that Exxon is studying the possibility of cancelling investments such as the one planned for northern Mozambique, citing pressure from in-vestors to limit its focus on fossil fuels.The issue at stake is a reduction in carbon emissions and at the same time increasing returns to investors, as investment in mega-projects such as Cabo Delgado takes several years to reach maturity.

according to sources cited by the Wall Street Journal, it is not clear that these discussions will lead to a deci-sion on investment in Mozambique, which is still awaiting a Final Invest-

ment Decision, after which the pro-ject is irreversible, failing which the penalties will outweigh the invest-ment costs.
Exxon has already spent US$2.8 billion (2.4 billion euros) to ac-quire a major position in the area 4 project in the Rovuma basin, the biggest natural gas exploration pro-ject in sub-Saharan africa, but for several years it has put off a final decision on the investment, which according to the Mozambican gov-ernment may be between US$27 and US$33 billion (23.2 and 28.3 bil-lion euros).

Cabo Delgado province is rich in natural gas but has been terror-ised since 2017 by armed rebels, with some attacks claimed by the extrem-ist group Islamic State. 

Mozambique’s of Mineral Resources and Energy minister, Max Tonela.

relief  

Mozambican government : Exxon Mobil will stay on will Cabo Delgado

age 85 flying hours per month.
The airline is supplementing its flight schedules with increased fre-quency to meet pent-up travel demand, it said on Monday. Emirates is using its high-capacity, double-decker a380 aircraft on popular routes in its network. By November, the airline will offer more than 165,000 additional seats on its flagship a380 aircraft, it said.“We have been prudently restoring our operations in line with the borders reopening and ease of travel protocols, and with the positive 

signs in the economic recov-ery and continuous growth of demand, we are hopeful to be back to where we were pre-pan-demic, from mid-2022,” Sheikh ahmed said. In September, Emirates said it would recruit 3,000 cabin crew and 500 air-port services employees to join its Dubai base to support opera-tional requirements.
“as travel demand gains more traction than was earlier an-ticipated, Emirates will now re-quire an additional 700 ground staff in Dubai and across its net-work,” the airline said. Emirates is also recruiting 600 qualified pilots in Dubai.

The airline will reinforce its engineering team by hiring 1,200 skilled technical staff, comprising aircraft engineers and engineering support staff, to be based in Dubai and out-stations. Emirates is the world’s largest operator of Boeing 777 and airbus a380 aircraft. Its fleet currently comprises 263 wide-body aircraft and the air-line has ordered a number of new aircraft to meet future de-mand, including airbus a350s, Boeing 787-9s and Boeing 777-X aircraft types, it said.
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government has said it remains 
supportive of ongoing efforts to resolve 
the question of Western Sahara within 
the frameworks of the United Nations and 
the African Union.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and East 
African Cooperation said in a statement 

By   Special CorrespondentJoe

THE African Union (AU) intends to buy up 
to 110 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
from Moderna Inc. in an arrangement 
brokered in part by the White House which 
will defer delivery of some doses intended 
for the United States to facilitate the deal, 
officials said.

The AU’s doses will be delivered over the 
coming months, with 15 million arriving 
before the end of the year, 35 million in the 
first quarter of 2022 and up to 60 million in 
the second quarter.

“This is important as it allows us to 
increase the number of vaccines available 
immediately,” AU coronavirus envoy Strive 
Masiyiwa said in an email.

“We urge other vaccine producing 
countries to follow the lead of the US and 
give us similar access to buy this and other 
vaccines,” she appealed.

The Moderna purchase represented 
the first time the 55-member AU secured 
vaccines not fully produced in Africa.

Natalie Quillian, the White House’s deputy 
coordinator for the COVID-19 response, 
said   Joe Biden administration is deferring 

delivery of 33 million doses it had bought 
from Moderna to give the AU its ‘spot in line’ 
to make a purchase.

“We are grateful to have helped negotiate 
this encouraging step forward between 
Moderna and the African Union that will 
significantly expand access to vaccines on 
the continent in the near term,” she said.

The new shipments are well below what 
Africa needs to vaccinate its 1.3 billion 
people, who have had far less access to the 
life-saving vaccines than more prosperous 
parts of the world.

The US, which has reported more than 
700,000 COVID deaths, is flush with 
vaccines. The delayed Moderna deliveries 
will not have an effect on efforts to provide 
booster shots to already inoculated 
Americans, the White House official noted.

Moderna plans to assemble doses of 
its COVID-19 vaccines in Africa by 2023 
and build a manufacturing plant on the 
continent.

Stephane Bancel, the firm’s CEO said this 
is the first step in a long-term partnership 
with the African Union, referring to a 

COVID-19: Africa 
seeking 110 million 
Moderna vaccines
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HESLB names Phase III
successful loan seekers

Despite the delicate nature of this temporary bridge across Kagera River which connects Kagera Region’s Karagwe and Misenyi 
districts, the link is what the strategically located Kagera Sugar Company factory is expected to bank on in transporting tonnes 
upon tonnes of sugarcane from some of its plantations. The firm’s top management intimated at the weekend to a visiting Tanzania 
Revenue Authority delegation led by commissioner general Alphayo Kidata that delays in ensuring that there is a permanent 
bridge across the river are seriously disrupting activities at the factory. Photo: Selemani Mpochi

By Guardian Reporter

A NEW batch of 15,261 first year students 
has been allocated loans totaling 37.9bn/- 
for the 2021/22 academic year that begins 
this week.

Dr Veronica Nyahende,  the director 
of loans planning and issuance at the 
Higher Education Students Loans Board 
(HESLB) yesterday issued the Phase III 
list saying the new list brings the total 
number of loaned first year students 
to 60,356 who obtained loans totaling  
157.3bn/-.

The board has begun transmitting 
TURN TO PAGE 2

Tanzania disowns experts’ 
views on Western Sahara 

By Guardian Reporter

GERMANY has approved euros 
71m (190.5bn/-) in grants to support 
implementation of various projects including 
water, ending gender based violence (GBV) 
and uplifting maternal and child health.

Amina Khamis Shaaban, the Treasury 
deputy permanent secretary, said yesterday 
that the grant will also support efforts in 
natural resources and tourism, after signing 
the grant agreement in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday, with the leader of visiting German 
government delegation, Marcus Von Essen.

She expressed the government’s 
appreciation for continued German support 
in several areas, noting that maternal and child 
health has 24m euros, and solving wildlife and 
human conflicts was allocated 6m euros.

Compensating for the loss of revenue 
collections in the tourism sector in the wake 
of Covid-19 travel halt, preventing poaching, 
improving infrastructures in settled areas 
around national parks together has 15m euros 
allocated, she stated.

Similarly, around 20m euros are slated for 
water services in the growing cities and 3m 

the loan funds to students for the three 
phases to higher learning institutions 
in which they gained admission, urging 
the students to get more information 
from the student’s individual permanent 
account (SIPA) so as to report to their 
colleges for registration.  

The board is readying the final Phase 
IV list set for release in the next few days 
as scrutiny of applications is finalized, 
whereupon applicants will have to 
check their SIPA accounts for results.

“The Phase III list has qualified 
students in material need, having been 

Germany offers 190bn/- 
grants for water, health

We urge other 
vaccine producing 
countries to follow 
the lead of the US 
and give us similar 
access to buy this 
and other vaccines

yesterday that Tanzania’s position on 
the question of Western Sahara has not 
changed.

This affirmation followed a 
communique issued by the Institute 
of Peace and Conflict Studies (IPCS) 
and the Tanzania Peace Foundation at 
a seminar on the contentious issue, as 
part of discussions on ‘imperatives of 
post-Covid recovery.’

The communique underlined the 
need for taking into account the vision 
of King Mohamed VI in the resolution 
of the Sahara dispute as this will spur 

EAGER WAIT FOR STRATEGIC BRIDGE… 

nFourth phase list ready in a few days

The Phase III list has 
qualified students in 
material need, having been 
correctly filled, and could 
now proceed to finalise 
their enrolment procedures 
at learning institutions

n Restores development 
dialogue disrupted in 2015
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euros earmarked for water security 
improvement in certain regions, she 
elaborated. 

Three million euros will be used 
in the protection of the rights of 
women and girls rights facing 
violence and requiring legal support, 
she elaborated. 

She expressed gratitude for 
Germany for reinstating the 
dialogue with Tanzania after cutting 
off palaver in 2015, assuring the 
delegation that the funds will be 
used properly to secure intended 
outcomes.

German ambassador Regine Hess 
said the German authorities had 
decided to revive participation in 
Tanzania’s development efforts. 

Under the new agreement, 
Germany will focus on maternal 
and child health, supporting health 
insurance efforts through NHIF, 
water and sanitation, public finance 
management, conservation of world 

heritage sites such as the Selous 
Game Reserve and protecting 
women and girls from acts of 
violence, she stated.

Germany will reinstate plans to 
support development projects for 
the Revolutionary Government of 
Zanzibar, with a feasibility study on 
a water project already underway, 
the envoy remarked. 

“Germany will add more 
funds this Thursday where some 
agreements will be signed to open a 
new page of friendship between the 
two countries,” she further noted, 
expressing the wish to see Tanzania 
achieve its development goals. 

“I am happy that as Tanzania 
commemorates 60 years of 
independence, it is at the same year 
that Germany and Tanzania have 
been in a partnership established by 
the late Mwalimu Julius Kambarage 
Nyerere and the then German 
leader Prof Bernhard Grizmek,” the 
envoy added.

FROM PAGE 1

Germany offers 190bn/- 
grants for water, health

African stability and integration.
The government categorically 

disassociated itself from opinions 
and sentiments expressed in the 
communiqué, stating its deep 
concern on the communiqué as 
well as statements, observations 
and opinions expressed by the 
participants.

These are their personal views 
and do not in any way reflect the 
position of Tanzania on the question 
of Western Sahara, the statement 
intoned, reaffirming its support 
for efforts aimed at resolving this 
matter peacefully.

“Tanzania’s foreign policy is 

deeply embedded in promoting 
peace and security through active 
involvement in peaceful efforts 
of which the question of Western 
Sahara is no exception,” the ministry 
declared.

It emphasised that Tanzania 
recognises the inalienable right 
of the people of Saharawi in their 
quest for self-determination, 
reiterating that “African liberation 
and opposition to racialism and 
colonialism have been and still are 
central tenets of Tanzanian foreign 
policy.”

It reaffirmed the position of the 
late Father of the Nation, Mwalimu 
Nyerere for the preservation 
of human dignity in Africa and 

throughout the Third World and 
uncompromising support for the 
liberation movement.

 “The Sahrawi Arab Democratic 
Republic (SADR) is a full, lawful and 
active member state of the African 
Union. It is for this very reason, 
Tanzania remains supportive of the 
ongoing efforts being undertaken 
to resolve the question of Western 
Sahara, within the framework of 
the United Nations and the African 
Union.,” the statement insisted.

It reaffirmed cordial and friendly 
bilateral relations with the Kingdom 
of Morocco, noting that the two 
countries have collaborated in 
various areas of mutual concern.

Tanzania supported Morocco’s 

re-admission into the African Union 
back in 2017, fervently believing 
that its return to the African Union 
family was timely and presented 
an important opportunity of re-
engaging in realizing African unity 
and aspirations of the people of 
Africa, it said.

Ending the conflict in Western 
Sahara will be positive to Morocco, 
the Polisario Front and the Maghreb 
region, but also the whole of the 
African continent, it stated.

Western Sahara remains the last 
colony in Africa. It is a tragic case 
of decolonization which has yet 
to see its conclusion. The United 
Nations considers it to be a ‘non-self-
governing territory,’ it remarked.

FROM PAGE 1

Tanzania disowns experts’ views on Western Sahara 

correctly filled, and could now 
proceed to finalise their enrolment 
procedures at learning institutions, 
she stated.

The government allocated 570bn/- 
for loaning to 160,000 students, 
with 70,000 applicants being first 
year students, while 90,000 are 
continuing with their studies after 

passing their annual examinations.
Dr Nyahende said HESLB has 

already received the funds and 
has completed all procedures for 
payment to students for all the lists 
in the three phases.

“Our aim is to make sure students 
find the funds at the colleges they 
were enrolled, urging the remaining 
applicants to remain calm as the 
procedures were being finalised. 

FROM PAGE 1

HESLB names Phase III
successful loan seekers

Long-serving advocate Mpale Mpoki (L) raises a point on the Media Services Act of 2016 at a media law training session the Media Council of Tanzania 
organised in Dar es Salaam yesterday for members of The Guardian Ltd’s editorial staff. Photo: John Badi

Memorandum of Understanding to 
make up to 110 million doses for AU 
member states.

Last month, the AU accused 
COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers 

of denying African countries a 
fair chance to buy vaccines and 
urged manufacturing countries, 
in particular India, to lift export 
restrictions on vaccines and their 
components.

FROM PAGE 1

Covid-19: AU due to buy 
110m Moderna vaccines

By Special Correspondent

LACK of physical activity, 
excessive alcohol intake and a 
sedentary lifestyle heighten the risk 
of debilitating bone fractures among 
men and women in their early 50s 
due to osteoporosis, doctors in 
Tanzania warned.

Osteoporosis is a serious public 
health condition affecting the aging 
population. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), one in 
three women and one in five men 
suffer a fractured hip, leg or arm due 
to osteoporosis.

As nations marked World 
Osteoporosis Day last week, medical 
experts in Tanzania have called 
for increased public awareness on 
the disease’s risk factor to avert a 
devastating epidemic of broken 
bones.

Zulfiqarali Abbas, a consultant, 
endocrinologist and diabetes 
specialist based in Dar es Salaam, 
said weight-bearing exercises such 
as walking, jogging and climbing 
stairs can positively influence men 
and women’s bone health.

“People who spend a lot of time 
watching TV have a higher risk of 
bone fractures,” he said.

Osteoporosis, which causes bones 
to break and the skeleton to weaken, 
affects mostly elderly women. 
However, experts say an increasing 
number of men suffer from the 
disease due to unhealthy lifestyles.

“It is often perceived as a disease 
of women that doesn’t affect men, 
but the reality is otherwise,” Abbas 
said.

Osteoporosis occurs when bone 
mass decreases quicker than the 
body can replace it, leading to loss of 
bone strength, according to experts. 
Although the disease affects all 
bones in the body, fractures occur 
most frequently in the hips, wrists 
and spine, the primary weight-
bearing parts of the body, experts 
say.

According to Abbas, men and 
women with underlying conditions 
such as diabetes and hypertension 
are at increased risk of suffering 
fractured bones and early mortality. 
He said inadequate calcium intake, 
excessive alcohol use, vitamin D 
deficiency and insufficient exposure 
to sunlight are some of the risk 
factors for weakened bones.

He said osteoporosis may cause 
hip fractures among people aged 
50 and above, thus causing minor 
spinal fractures that result in chronic 
back pain.

People diagnosed with 
osteoporosis can alter lifestyles such 
as quitting smoking and drinking, 
exercising regularly and eating a 
balanced diet with enough calcium 
and vitamin D.

Christopher Mlewa, 52, who 
suffered a broken arm after a 
minor fall three years ago, said 
Osteoporosis can strike at any age 
irrespective of one’s gender.

“I was 49, when the doctor 
discovered that my bones were weak 
and fragile and prescribed some 
medications for reversing bone loss 
and increasing bone strength,” he 
said.

According to him, a minor impact 
had caused the wrist bone to break.

Joseph Mwanga, a senior 
orthopedic surgeon at Muhimbili 
Orthopedic Institute (MOI), said 
many people who go for treatment 
don’t realize that bone loss can 
strike anytime during middle age.

“It doesn’t suddenly happen on 
your 50th birthday, the sign for 
low bone density come at a much 
younger age,” said Mwanga.

While men in their 50’s do not go 
through the rapid loss of bone mass 
that women experience in the wake 
of menopause, experts say the rates 
of bone loss are the same for men 
and women by the age of 65.

The 65-year-old Maria Mkaikuta 
recalled the most devastating 
moment of her life when 
excruciating pain ripped through 
her body.

“I didn’t realize it at the time, but 
I was later diagnosed with severe 
osteoporosis,” she said.

Mkaikuta, who suffered a broken 
hip after she had stepped on a bar 
soap in the bathroom and fell down, 
spent several months hospitalized.

“The pain caused by this disease 
robbed me of my life. I couldn’t even 
take care of myself,” said Mkaikuta, 
who uses a walker to move around 
her house.

She said Osteoporosis is not just 
the case of a broken bone; it can 
be a depressing, debilitating and 
devastating experience.

 “I was filled with constant fear, 
afraid to fall down again,” she said.

Experts urge awareness about
risk of bone-breaking disease 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa takes part in the construction of a Mivuleni health centre building in Mchinga ward, Lindi Region, yesterday. Left is 
Mchinga legislator Salma Kikwete. Photo: PMO

KHARTOUM

SUDAN has suspended all inbound 
and outbound flights until October 
30, the country’s civil aviation 
authority said yesterday, following 
unrest due to a military coup.

“All incoming and outgoing flights 
from Khartoum Airport have been 
suspended until October 30 due to 
the situation in the country,” said 
Civil Aviation Authority Director 
General Ibrahim Adlan.

Following a military coup on 
Monday, armed forces detained 
the civilian leaders who have 
been heading the transition to full 

civilian rule following the April 
2019 overthrow of autocrat Omar 
al-Bashir. 

Detained leaders include Prime 
Minister Abdalla Hamdok, with UN 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
demanding his release on Tuesday.

The coup raised fears for the fate 
of Hamdok, but Sudan’s top general 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan said the 
premier was “at my home... in good 
health” and would be able to return 
to his own home “when the crisis is 
over”.

“Yes, we arrested ministers and 
politicians, but not all” of them, 
Burhan said at a news conference.

Sudan suspends all
flights until Oct 30
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By Getrude Mbago

THE government has hailed and 
acknowledged that the 60 years of strong 
relationship between Tanzania and US 
government has brought landmark outcomes 
in several areas including the education sector.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and East 
African Cooperation, Liberata Mulamula said   
yesterday in Dar es Salaam when opening the 
“Pamoja 60 Conference” which was organised 
by REPOA and the US embassy to examine the 
Tanzania-US partnership through decades.

She reiterated the government’s 
commitment to continue working closely with 
the US government and strengthen bilateral 
relations which were cemented by the late 
leaders President Julius Nyerere and John 
Kennedy of the United States.

“Today’s anniversary testifies another 
milestone in the cherished bilateral historical 
friendship between our countries,” she said.

Ambassador Mulamula who addressed 
the conference virtually recalled how the 
US government has since Tanzania got 
independence in 1961, had been   supporting 
its development endeavours in the sectors 
of education, health, water, agriculture, 
democracy and human rights, infrastructure  
and technology.

“We are thankful for the Americans that 
have worked tirelessly across the most remote 
reaches especially in the education and health 
sector, US has been bringing Peace Corps 
volunteers to work in various sectors of health, 
education and agriculture among others. 
Thanks to our visionary leaders Mwalimu 
Nyerere and US president John Kennedy for 
making this programme possible,” Mulamula 
said.

She said that in order to ensure that all the 
support from the US government continues 
to benefit more Tanzanians now and in the 
future, the government is committed to 
strengthen democracy and human rights, 
fight against corruption and organised crime 
as well continue to invest efforts to ensure that 
peace and unity are always maintained.

Dr Donald Mmari, REPOA executive 
director said: “This conference marks many 
years of cooperation and US connections 
with Tanzania, but also the beginning of even 
stronger connections in years to come. We are 
here to revisit the two countries’ relations in 
the academic sector.”

He said that the conference will; explore the 

opportunities for strengthening the relations 
with the view of enhancing knowledge 
exchange and expanding access of youth to 
new technologies and innovation.

“The proportion of young people in 
Tanzania is large and growing. Nearly 44 
percent of the population are children below 
the age of 15 and 64 percent are below 24. This 
means that there is significant opportunity for 
Tanzania to reap from demographic dividend, 
but this is only possible by investing heavily in 
knowledge and skills transfer of the group so 
as to enable them to become productive and 
independent as soon as they enter the labour 
force,” he said.

Dr Mmari said that there is a need for 
continued connections and cooperation 
in knowledge and technology areas so as 
to reduce digital divide and leverage on 
demographic transition in a positive way.

US ambassador to Tanzania Dr Donald 
Wright stressed that all the projects 
implemented by the US government and 
other agencies in Tanzania for the past 60 
years have brought positive changes that will 
continue impacting other generations.

He said that education has been at the heart 
of the relationship since the beginning.

“Sixty years ago in July 1961, Mwalimu Julius 
Nyerere met US President John Kennedy for the 
first time in the White House. They developed 
a close friendship rooted in optimism for the 
future and a shared belief that education was 
the surest path to peace and prosperity,” he 
said. “Since then, approximately 3,200 Peace 
Corps Volunteers have worked alongside 
Tanzanians in 22 regions of the country to 
develop community-led solutions to address 
challenges in education, health, agriculture, 
the environment and youth development,” 
she said.

Ambassador Wright noted: “As it has for 
the past 60 years, today the US continues 
its commitment to partnering with the 
government of Tanzania to strengthen the 
education sector. In the past five years alone, 
the US through USAID has contributed $65 
million to Tanzania’s primary education 
system. In 2020, the USAID/Tanzania 
education program reached approximately 
2.5 million learners with improved classroom 
instruction; printed and distributed more 
than 2.8 million early grade reading books and 
teachers support materials as well as trained 
20,261 teachers from 3,074 schools across our 
target regions.”

Tanzania hails 60 years of strong 
relationship with US government

Temeke district commissioner Jokate Mwegelo (R) pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday checking lockers intended for use in storing 
medicines NMB Bank Plc has donated to the maternity ward at the city’s Mbagala Rangi-Tatu hospital. Looking on (C) is the bank’s Dar 
es Salaam zone manager, Donatus Richard. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE board of directors of the Petroleum 
Upstream Regulatory Authority (PURA) 
has met top officials of Shell and Equinor 
companies to discuss how best to 
implement the Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) project.

Held in Dar es Salaam on Monday, the 
meeting aimed to deliberately chatting how 
they can jointly support the success of the 
project, which is prior to the resumption 
of the Host Government Agreement (HGA) 
negotiations between the government and 
project partners.

Speaking during the meeting PURA 
board chairman Prof Gasper Mhinzi said 
the session was intended to enhance 
awareness of board members about 
the project and the benefits of its 
implementation.

“During this session these companies 
have done presentations aimed at 
expanding the understanding of board 
members on how the project will be 
mutually beneficial between the Tanzanian 
government and investors,” he said.

Prof. Mhinzi added that the session was 
not about making any decisions, but rather 
focused on thoroughly understanding the 
project to improve its implementation.

Vice President and resident chairman of 
Shell, Jared Keuhl said it is important for all 
stakeholders to cooperate and ensure that 
in the final stages of the project preparation 
there is transparency in all decisions being 
made.

“Although the window of preparation 
is closing, we want to get it right this 
time, we want to have transparency 
throughout the process, we appreciate 
that it’s a negotiation but we want it to be a 
partnership discussion,” Keuhl added.

The session is a continuation of 
preparations for HGA negotiations 
between the government and partners 
of the LNG project which is expected to 
officially resume on November 8, 2021.

The LNG project, which will be overseen 
by PURA, is estimated to be worth 
approximately USD 30 billion. It is expected 
to create 6,000 direct jobs and more than 
15,000 indirect jobs for Tanzanians.

PURA, Shell and Equinor officers
discuss operations of LNG project
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By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

RESEARCHERS at the Sokoine 
University of Agriculture (SUA)  in 
collaboration with  the government 
said there is   need to take step up 
fight against the spreading of the 
‘Kongwa weed’ that has   affected 
large areas of grazing land in Kongwa 
district, Singida region.

The observation was made by 
the researches who met with other 
researchers in Dodoma at the 
weekend to submit initial findings 
of their research that sought combat  
the growing and spread    of the 
invasive weed in order to find ways 
to reduce its spread  or eradicate it 
completely. 

Addressing at the meeting, a 
leading SUA researcher, Dr Selemani 
Ismail said research on the ‘Kongwa 
weed’ aimed to understand its 
growing habits and to what extent it 
impacts on livestock fodder.

“Initial research done in two 
years aimed at finding inclusive 
ways to reduce its spread or totally 
eradicating the weed that has largely 
affected many areas, especially in 
the central zone including Manyara 
Region,” said Dr Ismail.

Dr Ismail said   to control the 
weed, they came across a plant 
called “melia” that had shown signs  
and able to control    ‘Kongwa weed’

“Our research was done in 
Kongwa District in collaboration 
with Tanzania Livestock Research 
Institute (TALIRI) and Kongwa 
District Council,” he said.

Acting director of Training 
and Extension services from the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries, 
Dr Kejeri Gillah said his ministry, 
in collaboration with other 
stakeholders is set to make sure the 
research findings are worked upon.

For his part, the Commission 
for Science and Technology 
(COSTECH) fund manager Ntufye 
Mwakigonja said he believes the 
research findings will solve the 
challenge facing livestock fodder in 
the country and that at COSTECH 
they will continue to work together 
with the researchers to make sure 
the findings are worked upon for 
the benefit of the country’s livestock 
sector.

By Felister Peter

ENVIRONMENTAL experts have 
expressed worries over increased 
impacts of climate change, calling 
for concerted efforts to tackle the 
problem.

They also suggested the need to 
incorporate climate change issues in 
schools curriculum and the subject 
to be taught to students at all levels 
including primary and secondary 
schools.

Speaking at a youth climate 
event in Bagamoyo recently, 
Bahati Mayombo, University of 
Dar es Salaam assistant lecturer, 
(Aquaculture and Fisheries) said 
apart from the various interventions 
taken by the government to combat 
climate change, the youth should be 
in the forefront in taking actions and 
advocate for change.

Held at the Bagamoyo Institute 
of Arts and Culture (TaSUBa) the 
event was organised by the institute, 
British Council and University of 
Dar es Salaam (Department of 
Archaeology and Heritage). Titled—
Youth and Climate Change in 
Tanzania: Uniting Youth to Tackle 
Climate Change Impacts, the event 
is part of conferences that are 
being conducted by youth and 
stakeholders ahead of this year’s UN 
climate change conference (COP26) 
in Glasgow, Scotland, which starts 
on October 31.

“Youth as the majority of the 
population stands better change to 
advocate for changes; the earth must 
be protected as we have nowhere to 
go,” said Mayombo noting climate 
change has been mostly contributed 
by human activities.

Rose Mtui, manager, 
environmental research and 
coordination at the National 
Environment Management Council 
(NEMC) said despite the government 
interventions, climate change has 
continued to cause serious impacts 
along coast regions with most water 
sources being contained with salted 

water from Indian Ocean.
“We have a number of cases to 

prove that climate change is real 
and it is happening, hotels and 
other structures are disappearing, 
Africana hotel had disappeared 
completely,” she said, adding that 
NEMC continues to implement 
policies and laws to mitigate climate 
change.

British High Commissioner 
to Tanzania David Concar said 
climate action principally requires 
political and economic action. He 
commended the various efforts 
as well as interventions by the 
government in combating climate 
change.

Concar said President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan’s commitment 
can be seen in her speech at the 
United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) summit in September. The 
President called on developed 
countries to fulfill climate finance 
goals of donating 100 billion US 
dollars by 2025 to facilitate the 
implementation of the Paris 
Agreement.

Aisha Kingu, an advocate and poet 
said: “Youth shouldn’t stay quite, but 
keep raising voices on the matter 
through various ways including 
drama and poetry to ensure all 
community members are aware of 
climate change, its impacts and how 
to combat it.

SUA researchers 
promise to fight 
spread of hostile 
‘Kongwa weed’ 

Environmental experts 
call for swift action to 
tackle climate change

Tabora regional commissioner Dr Batilda Buriani (C, in headscarf) is shown around a garden planted with fruit trees at the weekend.  Photo: 
Correspondent Tiganya Vincent

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

DR Angeline Mabula, Deputy 
Minister for  Lands, Housing and 
Human Settlements Development 
on Monday this week made an 
impromptu visit at Dodoma city 
Council Lands office and directed 
that 521 pending applications for 
land ownership to be finalised 
within three days.

Accompanied by the Ministry’s 
Permanent Secretary Mary 
Makondo, Dr Mabula said despite 
challenges, but she needed the 521 
applications to be finalised within 

three days.
She also called on officials in the 

land sector in     Dodoma to prepare 
not less than 100 title deeds per day 
as well to assure her in writing the 
pledge they have given to implement 
her directives.

Her visit at Dodoma City Land 
office followed complaints of 
delays in the issuing of title deeds 
from Dodoma region residents, 
the complaints that have spurred 
special strategies to speed up title 
deeds issuance.

Earlier, Dr Mabula and her team 
visited various sections of Dodoma 

Land office to learn about challenges 
facing the land sector.

She said the city of Dodoma is the 
face of the nation, hence its officials 
are required to plan its residents 
according to the areas to receive  
government services taking into 
considerations the areas they come 
from, as well as for them to display 
their identity cards to be identified 
by the people.

For her part, the ministry’s 
Permanent Secretary  Mary 
Makondo said the ministry has 
mobilised itself to make sure it 
increases the pace in formalising 

land ownership in Dodoma and 
other areas in the country.

Acting head of Lands and 
Urban Planning in Dodoma City 
Council, Amelyo Chaula said a huge 
awareness by the people in regard to 
land ownership has caused his office 
to be overloaded with applications 
for land ownership. 

However, he said his office has 
been making great efforts to ensure 
the people receive their services 
in time despite the existence of 
many challenges, especially in areas 
inherited from the former Capital 
Development Authority (CDA).

Process 521 pending title deeds 
applications in 3 days - minister

By Guardian Correspondent, Moshi

THE Government in Kilimanjaro 
Region says it is safer for traders to 
use Tanga port for importing cargo 
as compared to other ports in east 
Africa.

However, stakeholders from firms, 
institutions and private individuals 
using the port have urged for the 
removal of bureaucracy that delays 
their customers’ goods.

Kilimanjaro Regional 
Commissioner, Steven Kagaigai 
made opening the stakeholders 
meeting that aimed to mobilise 
traders in the region to use the   
Tanga port following improvements.

Kagaigai said the government has 
put in place a friendly investment 

and business environment by 
creating friendly systems that had 
now removed inconveniences to 
traders. 

“There are countries that a 
day cannot pass without hearing 
gunshots, violence and other issues 
which in one way or another affect 
trade, hence use     Tanga port 
and others in the country that are 
convenient to you,” he said.

For his part, Dema Company 
managing director, Dismas Dede 

called upon Tanga port authorities 
to reduce bureaucracy including 
having one window for providing 
services for all government 
institutions. “Personally I have been 
subjected to many inconveniences, 
when I order   equipment I had 
often been forced to use ports of 
other countries, hence you should 
do away with such inconveniences,” 
he said.

For his part, a senior official from 
Kilimanjaro Region’s Anti-Smuggling 

Unit, George Majare said some 
goods are delayed to be cleared 
from the port due to various reasons 
including scrutiny of documents.

Responding to the queries, Tanga 
port manager, Donald Ngaile said as 
for now there was no bureaucracy 
as claimed even though he agreed to 
the idea of having a single window 
for services delivery, and added that 
they have given proposals in order 
to simplifying cargo clearance at the 
port.

RC appeals to traders to use
Tanga port for their imports

Some of the Iringa girls who dropped out of school after getting pregnant attend training on parenting jointly conducted by the government and SOS 
Children Villages Tanzania through the Children with Children project, as found at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Friday Simbaya

Initial research 
done in two 
years aimed at 
finding inclusive 
ways to reduce 
its spread or 
totally eradi-
cating the weed 
that has largely 
affected many 
areas, especial-
ly in the central 
zone including 
Manyara Region

Youth as the 
majority of the 
population stands 
better change 
to advocate for 
changes; the earth 
must be protected 
as we have no-
where to go
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Selemani Jafo (2nd-L), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment), and Tanzania’s 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Ali Jabir Mwadini (L), among people at the launch of an event known as ‘Middle East 
Green Initiatives’ held in Riyadh yesterday. Photo: VPO

By Correspondent James Kandoya

AUTHORITIES in Malinyi 
District, Morogoro Region are set 
to implement a special strategy to 
end harmful norms and customs 
practiced by herder’s families 
including marriages to girls between 
8 to 15 years.

Speaking recently at the Youth 
Festival in Mtimbira division, the 
district commissioner Mathayo 
Maselle stressed that the government 
will have no mercy on all those 
found to be practicing customs and 
norms known as ‘chagulaga’.

He said this year festival was 
organized by the district in 
collaboration with Solidar Med a 
non-governmental organisation 
from Switzerland through Health 
New Born Malinyi (HNM).

“Harmful norms infringe the rights 
of girls to get access to education 
hence get pregnant or married at 
younger age,” he explained.

In his speech read by Malinyi 
division officer Rehema Hassan said 
one of the strategies was to take 
legal action against parents caught 
to continue marrying their children.

He therefore noted that the 
government will provide education 
to herders to increase awareness on 
the rights of girls to get education.

“We shall have no mercy on all 

those still practicing harmful norms 
and customs that infringe the rights 
of girls to access education,” he 
intoned.

Maselle said the government’s 
goal was to eliminate all harmful 
customs and norms still practiced in 
some herders’ families that seemed 
to derail girl’s dreams. 

Citing his district, he said the 
authorities have plans to increase 
standard seven and form four 
student’s performance.

Maselle hailed the organisation 
for their support in the health 
sector reaffirming government 
commitment to continue 

collaborating with it.
Earlier, the community health 

coordinator from Solidar Med, 
Gissela Mwakwisa said harmful 
norms and customs in herder’s 
families was one of big challenges in 
the fight against gender harassment 
including marriage practice known 
as ‘chagulaga’.

“This as a result causes most girls 
to get pregnant and therefore fail to 
realise their dreams,” she said.

Mwakwisa called on the 
government to control all those 
behaviours mentioning emerging 
gender harassment against children 
such as sodomizing.

She said that this year’s festival 
aimed to increase awareness 
about reproductive health to 
the adolescent youths (10 to 24 
years), adding that the training was 
conducted to 14 villages in three 
divisions.

Up to date, training about 
reproductive health education has 
been conducted in schools followed 
by establishment of health clubs 
and establishment of friendlier 
reproductive health desks in health 
centers.

Some of the students said low 
awareness on reproductive health, 
poverty and money temptations is 
one of the reasons contributing to 
early pregnancies in the district.

By Guardian Reporter

IMMIGRATION chiefs from the 
East African Community (EAC) have 
urged member states in the regional 
bloc to harmonize immigration 
processes to promote domestic 
tourism.

The statement issued by the 
EAC said the regional immigration 
chiefs made the appeal during 
their meeting organized by the 
EAC secretariat in collaboration 
with the International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM) held in Dar es 
Salaam recently.

According to the statement, the 
immigration chiefs from Burundi, 
Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, 
Tanzania and Uganda observed 
that harmonization of immigration 
processes will provide equal 
treatment to nationals of the EAC 
member states.

Christophe Bazivamo, the EAC 
Deputy Secretary General in 
charge of the Productive and Social 
Sectors, commended the chiefs of 
immigration for their continued 
efforts in the implementation 
of the EAC Customs Union and 
Common Market Protocols in as far 
as facilitating the free movement 
of goods, persons, workers, and 
services is concerned.

He urged them to provide technical 
guidance toward the finalization 
of the draft e-immigration policy 
since its implementation was 
very crucial in the provision of 
e-immigration services, especially in 
the era of COVID-19 and other highly 
infectious diseases. 

Tourism played a critical role in 
the pre-pandemic economic growth 
of the East African Community 
(EAC) partner states, contributing 
to the gross domestic product by an 

average of 9.5% in 2019.
It contributed an average of 17.2% 

to EAC total exports and 7.1% to 
employment.

Before the virus struck, 
international tourist arrivals to the 
East African Community bloc had 
steadily been growing at varying 
rates in each partner state, with total 
annual arrivals of about 6.98 million 
in 2019, according to data from the 
East African Community Secretariat 
in August. It had been projected that 
that figure would increase to 14.05 
million in 2025.

East African countries urged to harmonise 
immigration processes to promote tourism

It contributed an 
average of 17.2% to 
EAC total exports and 
7.1% to employmen

Authorities across Malinyi District 
determined to end early marriages

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbarali

RICE farmers at Mbuyuni 
Irrigation Scheme in Mbarali District, 
Mbeya Region have appealed to the 
government and other agriculture 
stakeholders for assistance to 
refurbish rice harvester to control 
crop loss due to harvesting delays.

They made the appeal during the 
visit by officials from Agricultural 
Non-State Actors Forum (ANSAF)- 
a non-governmental institution 
dealing with farming issues and 
those from Mbeya Region non-
governmental Organisations 
Network (MBENGONET).

The scheme’s chairman, 
Fashon Madege said in 2015, the 
government provided them with 
11 rice harvesters, but so far only 
three were in working condition, the 
situation that has greatly affected 
rice harvesting.

He said out of the 11 rice harvesters, 
Mbarali District Council took away 
three to unknown places, two could 
not work due to technological 
considerations in regard to the 
environment, and three others 

broke down.
He said out of the broken down 

rice harvesters, only one can be 
repaired but they have failed to 
repair it due to lack of funds.

“We request that, if possible, the 
government should assist us by 
purchasing modern rice harvesters, 
as there are now much more modern 
rice harvesters in the market,” said 
Mdege.

He also asked the government 
to help them to improve their rice 
milling machine claiming that its 
operation was problematic due to 
consuming much more electricity 
as compared to other rice milling 
machines.

For his part, the secretary of the 
MBENGONET Projects follow-up 
committee, Elisha Mwanikawaga 
said the committee’s discovered 
the neglect of the rice harvesters 
has been causing great loss to the 
government.

He said the environment of 
Mbarali district needs Cubota type 
of rice harvesters that withstand 
fields’ layout.

He said apart from the machines, 
the government is also required to 
assist the farmers to improve the 
scheme to avoid water loss before it 
reaches rice fields.

The coordinator of Mbarali District 
non-governmental Organisations 
Network (Usangunet), Terdy 
Mhagama, said many irrigation 
schemes in Mbarali are faced with 
many challenges that hamper 
growth of cooperative run schemes. 

Mbarali rice farmers plead for govt 
help in refurbishing rice harvesters

We request that, 
if possible, the 
government 
should assist us 
by purchasing 
modern rice 
harvesters, as 
there are now 
much more 
modern rice 
harvesters in the 
market

We shall have no 
mercy on all those 
still practicing 
harmful norms 
and customs that 
infringe the rights 
of girls to access 
education
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Eastern and Southern African 
Trade and Development Bank (TDB) 
and the Islamic Corporation for the 
Development of the Private Sector 
(ICD) have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the 
purpose of advancing cooperation 
in the provision of finance and 
investment to private sector in their 
common Member States in Eastern 
and Southern Africa.

The agreement establishes a 
framework for both institutions 
to collaborate with the aim of 
financing eligible transactions in 
targeted countries sponsored by 
the private sector or non-sovereign 
backed projects. Possible financing 
solutions to be considered include 
syndication and co-financing 
opportunities, risk sharing, bilateral 
financing and/or medium term 
liquidity lines of credit, corporate 
and project finance, and public-
private partnerships.

The MoU provides for 
collaboration in developing 
capital markets through sukuk 
(trust certificates) structuring and 
advisory services, as well as for 
further exploration of possible 
equity investment opportunities in 
the capital stock of TDB.

TDB and ICD are fellow members 
of the International Development 
Finance Club (IDFC), and as such, 
are aligned in their commitment 
to provide innovative financial 
solutions to promote sustainable 
development investments in Africa 
– in accordance to the SDG Agenda 

and Paris Agreement.
Admassu Tadesse, TDB President 

Emeritus and Group MD said: 
“Private sector financing is crucial 
in the achievement of long-term 
development goals. The partnership 
with ICD has the potential to boost 
resilience and bring about triple 
bottom-line impacts, and comes 
at a critical time as Africa rebuilds 
its economies, which have been 
severely impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Mary Kamari, TDB Corporate 
Affairs and Investor Relations 
Executive added: “TDB forges 
partnerships with institutions 
which have the potential to help us 
advance sustainable development 
in our region, whether via debt or 
equity capital, or other solutions 
such as technical assistance. This 
MoU with ICD promises to drive 
change in the region we serve, in 
this case, particularly with the use of 
Islamic finance products.”

Ayman Sejiny, the CEO of ICD, 
commented: “Signing this MoU 
with TDB is a confirmation of 
ICD’s commitment to support the 
private sector development of its 
member countries across Eastern 
and Southern Africa by exploring 
co-financing opportunities, as 
well as collaborating to develop 
capital markets as a vital resource 
mobilization medium. We reaffirm 
our strong interest in developing 
a long-term relationship and 
widening our partnership to 
support the development of the 
private sector in our common 
members countries.”

TDB, ICD seal pact to 
support private sector 
investment in common 
African member states

Tanga residents buy home-made kitchenware and related items from a small trader’s stall at the city’s Tangamano open market yesterday. Photo: 
Correspondent Oscar Kasimiri

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR’s Minister for Land and 
Human Settlements Development 
Riziki Pembe Juma has urged youth 
in the Isles to grab opportunities 
brought by the blue economy for 
their development.

He made the call yesterday during 
the commemoration of the 20th 
Anniversary of the Zanzibar Youth 
Forum (ZYF) held at Kariakoo, 
Unguja.

He noted that youth involvement 
in various opportunities of the blue 

economy is vital as this will help 
bolster it and transform incomes 
and lives of the young people.

“Zanzibar has been surrounded 
by sea, and if youth will grab and 
utilise all opportunities of the 
marine resources it will help them 
fight dependency and promote self-
reliance and employment,” he said.

The minister hailed the forum’s 
leaders for investing in supporting 
young people to address various 
challenges including educating them 
on hard work and peace keeping.

“You have a very huge debt, so 

work hard, and utilize the available 
opportunities and promote peace 
and unity for you to succeed,” 
Minister Riziki counselled the forum.

He also urged the youth to continue 
educating other youth on the effects 
of drug abuse. “We should also 
work to educate the public on the 
importance of vaccination against 
Covid-19 so as to improve immunity 
and thus contain the deadly disease 
in the country,” he added.

Fakih Kombo Faki, ZYF chairman 
said the organisation provides 
forums among the young people to 

address issues of common interests.
He also said that ZYF has been, 

among other things, working to 
promote peace in the community.

“We have been conducting a 
number of activities and we are 
dedicated to the empowerment, 
advancement and capacity building 
of the young people,” he said.

ZYF executive director Maulid 
Suleiman said the forum has helped 
a number of young people to fight 
drug abuse and address several 
other challenges thwarting their 
advancement.

Grab opportunities available in 
blue economy, Z’bar youth told

Mbeya cluster chairman Deogratius Kisunga pictured yesterday showing a container in which Covid-19 vaccines are stored. It was at a meeting the 
National Council of People Living with HIV organised in collaboration with Mbeya City Council officials, primarily with a view to sensitising people living 
with HIV to be vaccinated against the pandemic. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa 

By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

MOSHI-based Zara Charity 
Organisation (ZCO) in collaboration 
with other stakeholders has 
embarked on a tree planting 
campaign in an effort to conserve 
environment in Kilimanjaro Region 
for sustainable development.

So far, ZCO in partnership with 
the Tourism and Environmental 
Social Organisation (TESO) and 
Moshi Municipal Council (MMC) 
has planted a total of 700 trees in 

primary and secondary schools 
within the municipality.

ZCO project coordinator, Nancy 
Ngotea said that the project also 
aims at creating awareness on 
the importance of environmental 
protection and conservation for 
sustainable tourism and water 
availability.

“As you have seen today, 
ZARA Charity and other well-
wishers including TESO and the 
Moshi Municipal officials, and 
some members of the Mount 

Kilimanjaro Porters Society (MKPS) 
have participated in our tree 
planting project in some primary 
and secondary schools, for the 
sustainability of this project that will 
also help to protect Mt. Kilimanjaro’s 
buffer zone,” she said.

She added that, they will plant 
more tree in the future as the 
tree planting project will be 
sustainable.

Pasua Ward Executive 
Officer (WEO), Mwanaidi Juma 
commended the role played by 

ZCO collaboration with other well-
wishers in a special tree planting 
campaign promising that her office 
will continue support their mission 
of protecting and conserving Mt 
Kilimanjaro conservation areas 
for sustainable tourism and water 
availability.

“I recommend the role played 
by this youth through their 
environmental and tourism charity 
organization called TESO and their 
sponsors like Zara charity and my 
appeal to the other organization is 

to support them in their project so 
that they can plant more trees in our 
municipality,” he said. Sustainable 
tourism is a growing attempt to offer 
many of the same vacation packages 
while making as low an impact on 
the local people as possible. 

The larger umbrella of ‘Ecotourism’ 
involves visiting natural areas that 
are more undisturbed, which allows 
for allow impact vacation with few 
other people present.  With the 
concept of sustainable tourism, 
popular locations still welcome 

visitors, but with an emphasis on 
travelers not taking anything away 
from locals’ way of life, or affecting it 
in any other adverse way. 

Instead, travelers are able to 
provide important revenue while 
consciously choosing to impart only 
positive experiences. Environmental 
protection and conservation, 
cleaning as well as wildlife and other 
natural resources protection is one 
of the crucial issues to be considered 
by every member of the community 
for sustainable tourism.

Charity organisation embarks on tree planting campaign

Nacopha links supply of 
Covid-19 protective gear 
for members in Mbeya
By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE National Council of People 
Living with HIV (NACOPHA), 
through its ‘Hebu Tuyajenge’ 
programme under United 
States Agency for International 
development (USAID) has provided 
various items for protection against 
Covid-19 infections for its members 
in Mbeya Region. 

In addition, the council has 
mobilised its members to be 
vaccinated against the disease 
that is administered for free by the 
government as well as calling upon 
them to take various precautions as 
given by health experts to protect 
themselves.

The items provided included 
water buckets, soap, sanitizers and 
face masks.

Presenting the items here on 
Monday, NACOPHA Mbeya Zone 
Manager Ferdinand Mazuni said 
the items have been provided to 
all local councils countrywide that 
implement the ‘Hebu Tuyajenge’ 
project.

He said regarding Mbeya Region, 
the project was being implemented 
in two local councils – Mbeya City 
and Rungwe District.

“We at NACOPHA started the 
project since the eruption of the 
pandemic, we began with educating 

our people and even provided them 
with protective items, but as for 
now, through our sponsor, we have 
seen it fit to distribute the items to 
others,” Mazuni said.

The chairman of Mbeya City 
Cluster, Deogratius Kisunga said the 
items provided will benefit more 
than 3,000 people in Mbeya City 
living with HIV and that they will be 
distributed to groups in every ward. 

He thanked NACOPHA top officials 
for providing the items saying they 
will help in protecting themselves 
against the disease.

He also called upon its members 
to avoid misleading concepts being 
spread on Covid-19 vaccines saying 
those doing so have evil intentions.

“It is distressing to note that those 
spreading false information have 
not been vaccinated, those who 
have say the vaccines have no bad 
effects at all,” Kisunga added.

For her part, the chairperson 
of the Tanzania Forum of Women 
living with HIV/Aids, Joceline Mtono 
called on women to get vaccinated 
to protect themselves against the 
deadly pandemic.

“It is distressing to note that those 
spreading false information have 
not been vaccinated, those who 
have say the vaccines have no 
bad effects at all”
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Child Help International regional coordinator Janeth Manoni pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday speaking at a workshop on challenges facing children 
with hydrocephalus. She is with (from-R) Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute (MOI) neurosurgeon Dr Hamis Shabani, Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus chairman Abdul-hakimu Bayakub and Dar es Salaam regional social worker Judith Kimaro. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

By Guardian Reporter

MASTERCARD, the Official 
Payment Technology Partner of 
Expo 2020 Dubai  and Female 
Fusion Network   unveiled a new 
research   the first of its kind  in a 
series of workshops for the region’s 
female entrepreneurs at the world’s 
largest cultural gathering.  

Held at Expo 2020 Dubai’s 
women’s pavilion, in collaboration 
with Cartier, the session focused on 
the power of the digital economy in 
enabling women-owned businesses 
to go online. 

In a study conducted among 
Female Fusion’s network of 20,000+ 
members across the region, it 
was revealed that 95 percent of 
women SMEs in the region identify 
social media channels as the top 
tool for their business ventures. 
Other channels include their own 
e-commerce websites (72 per cent) 
as well as messaging services such 
as Facebook and Whatsapp (50 per 
cent).  

In addition, three out of four (72 
per cent) women-owned businesses 
said they rely on word of mouth to 
market their products and services. 
The workshop identified how SMEs 
can make the most of their online 
footprint, and better connect to their 
consumers in a digital economy. 

Speakers included Ngozi Megwa, 
Senior Vice President, Digital 
Partnerships MEA, Mastercard, 
Sarah Beydoun, Founder and 
Creative Director of social impact 
fashion business Sarah’s Bag in 
Lebanon, Ioanna Angelidaki, co-
founder of Instashop, and Maureen 
Hall, Founder and CEO of COÉGA 
Sunwear.  

 “The findings from the study 
indicate a clear need for further 
education and empowerment. 
Mastercard has long pushed for the 
success and growth of women as we 
break gender barriers around the 
world. Digital tools and technologies 
are the greatest equalizer for 
businesses and as the shift towards 

e-commerce becomes increasingly 
permanent, we are committed to 
helping women businesses go digital 
and grow digital as they pursue 
their entrepreneurial passions,” 
said Ngozi Megwa, Senior Vice 
President, Digital Partnerships MEA, 
Mastercard. 

The recent unveiling of the 
inaugural Mastercard MEA SME 
Confidence Index also revealed that 
in terms of a digital footprint of the 
region’s women entrepreneurs, 
social media (71 per cent) leads the 
way followed by a company website 
(57 percent).  

“We are proud of the successful 
launch of our workshop series in 
partnership with Mastercard. As a 
growing community of ambitious 
women leaders, Female Fusion 
Network looks to support our 
members with access to platforms 
that offer simple yet effective 
takeaways for them to grow their 
business. We look forward to having 
more of these impactful sessions 
during Expo 2020 Dubai,” said 
Jennifer Blandos, managing partner, 
Female Fusion Network. 

Mastercard has made a global 
commitment to connect 25 million 
women entrepreneurs to the digital 
economy by 2025 as part of its goal 
to build a more sustainable and 
inclusive world. As part of its efforts, 
the technology leader recently 
launched  ‘The Entrepreneur’s 
Odyssey’  the first-of-its kind digital 
education platform  brings together 
a range of world-class academic and 
business resources to help small 
businesses learn and thrive.  

By Guardian Correspondent, Songwe

MORE than 10,000 residents from 
six wards in Songwe District have 
been provided with education on 
better farming practices aimed to 
increase food crops production to 
avert food shortages that have been 
affecting them every year.

They have also been trained on 
how to store the food to avoid after 
harvest crops loss.

The education was provided 
recently by Mbozi Agricultural 
Development Programme (ADP 
Mbozi). 

ADP Mbozi Director, Daria 
Rugumira said farmers in the 

area have been producing small 
quantities of food compared to their 
actual needs, the situation that has 
been spurning food shortages.

He also said the farmers have been 
selling large portions of their crops 
to earn money for household use.

Some farmers who were provided 
with the education said it will benefit 
them greatly, claiming they have 
learned a lot of things about better 

farming practices.
One of the farmers, Anna Nzuwa 

said for a long time they were 
experiencing food shortages due to 
low food production as well as poor 
storage.

She added that after the training, 
they now stand to ward off frequent 
famine and be assured of ample 
food.

Speaking on behalf of Songwe 

District Executive Director, Galula 
ward executive officer John Ntakoma 
said the government in the district 
will continue working together with 
various stakeholders to improve 
production of various crops.

He thanked ADP Mbozi for the 
work it was doing in educating 
the people and claimed that the 
education gained will make them 
increase crops production.

Residents of Songwe trained
on better farming practices

‘Social media are growth enabler 
for businesses owned by women’

By Special Correspondent

A NEW guide 
developed by the United 
Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 
(ECA) will support 
African countries 
with the monitoring 
and reporting of their 
progress on sustainable 
urban development.

The ‘Reference Guide 
on City Indicators 
and Measurement in 
Africa’ contains 107 city-
level indicators for 17 
categories, covering all 
aspects of sustainable 
urban development 
such as energy, 
environment and 
economy. Under each 
indicator, it meticulously 
defines how and when 
the specific data should 
be collected as well as 
its unit, source, provider, 
processing methods 
and disaggregation 
standards in line with 
good practice and 
regional context.

For local authorities, 
the guide will serve 
as a one-stop solution 
to measure, analyze 
and disseminate 
how well their cities 
perform against the 
indicators which are 
based on the city-
specific commitments 
outlined in international 
agreements such 
as the New Urban 
Agenda, the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the 
African Union’s Agenda 
2063.

It will offer evidence 
on whether cities are 
sustainable, productive 
and inclusive using 
existing and emerging 
statistics, while 
providing decision-
makers with new 
insights to understand 
the growth trajectory 
better and, if necessary, 

New guide developed to help African countries
measure progress on sustainable development 
embark on the best-suited methodologies 
to produce disaggregated data for their 
cities.

The guide will not only serve as a data 
measurement tool but will also help build 
the long-term capacity of the national 
statistics offices in producing reliable, 
accurate, relevant and timely city-level 
data for progress reporting.

The guide was presented to a group of 
experts, which included officials from 
national statistics offices and regional 
organizations, at a two-day meeting last 
week, who described it as a “valuable tool” 
for the post-pandemic urban recovery and 

rebuilding efforts. The meeting’s purpose 
was to gather feedback from the experts on 
the indicators and identify opportunities 
to pilot the guide in selected cities.

Speaking at the meeting, Edlam Yemeru, 
ECA’s Director for the Gender, Poverty 
and Social Policy Division, said: “African 
cities house 588 million dwellers and are 
rapidly growing without adequate city-
level disaggregated data and statistics 
that could inform their planning and 
management. Urgent action is needed to 
address this challenge as cities are central 
to the realization of Africa’s vision for 
inclusive growth and shared prosperity.”

...We look forward 
to having more of 
these impactful 
sessions during 
Expo 2020 Dubai
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Let’s help migrants who are 
victims of human trafficking

I
N today’s increasingly 
interconnected world, inter

national migration has 
become a reality that 

touches nearly all corners of the 
globe, often making distinctions 
between countries of origin, transit 
and destination obsolete. Modern 
transportation has made it easier, 
cheaper and faster for people to 
move. At the same time conflict, 
poverty, inequality and lack of 
decent jobs are among the reasons 
that compel people to leave their 
homes in search of better futures for 
themselves and their families. 

when supported by appropriate 
policies, migration   can contribute to 
inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth and development in both 
home and host communities. 

Migrants, as some of the most 
dynamic members of society, can 
also forge new paths in science, 
medicine and technology and 
enrich their host communities by 
promoting cultural diversity. 

In spite of the many benefits of 
migration, migrants themselves 
remain among the most vulnerable 
members of society. They are often 
the first to lose their job in the event 
of an economic downturn, often 
working for less pay, for longer hours, 
and in worse conditions than national 
workers. while for many migration is 
an empowering experience, others 
endure human rights violations, 
abuse and discrimination. Migrants, 
particularly women and children, 
are too often victims of human 
trafficking and the heinous forms of 
exploitation that human trafficking 
entails. Further, in many parts of the 
world, migration remains one of the 
few options for people, particularly 
young people, to find decent work, 
and escape poverty, persecution and 
violence. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development recognises the 
positive contribution of migrants 
for inclusive growth and sustainable 
development. It further recognises 
that international migration is a 
multi-dimensional reality of major 
relevance for the development 
of countries of origin, transit and 
destination, which requires coherent 
and comprehensive responses. 
International cooperation is critical 
to ensure safe, orderly and regular 
migration involving full respect 
for human rights and the humane 
treatment of migrants and refugees. 

with ever increasing numbers of 
migrants moving throughout the 
world, the UN General Assembly 
declared the 18 December as a day 
to celebrate the role of the migrant 
and the contribution that migration 
brings to development.

UN member states and 
intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations observe 
the day through the dissemination 
of information on the human rights 
and fundamental freedoms of 
migrants, and through the sharing 
of experiences and the design of 
actions to ensure their protection.

In 2013 member states officially 
recognized the role of migration in 
terms of development and asked for 
further cooperation to overcome the 
challenges of irregular migration.

Female migrants outnumber male 
migrants in Europe and Northern 
America, while in Africa and Asia, 
particularly western Asia, migrants 
are predominantly men. The median 
age of international migrants 
worldwide was 39 years in 2015, 
a slight increase from 38 years in 
2000. yet in some major areas, the 
migrant stock is becoming younger. 
between 2000 and 2015, the median 
age of international migrants 
declined in Asia, Latin America and 
the caribbean, and Oceania. 

T
hE state of having lost 
one’s spouse to death is 
termed widowhood.  An 
archaic term for a widow 

is ‘relict,’ ] literally ‘someone left 
over’. This word can sometimes be 
found on older gravestones. The 
word ‘widow’ comes from a Indo-
European root meaning ‘widow’ 
and has cognates across Indo-
European languages. The male 
form, ‘widower’, is first attested in 
the 14th century, by the 19th century 
supplanting ‘widow’ with reference 
to men.   

The term widowhood can be used 
for either gender, at least according 
to some dictionaries,  but the word 
widowerhood is also listed in some 
dictionaries.  Occasionally, the word 
viduity is used.  The adjective for 
either gender is widowed.  These 
terms are not applied to a divorcé(e) 
following the death of an ex-spouse.  

The phenomenon that refers to 
the increased mortality rate after 
the death of a spouse is called the 
widowhood effect.   It is ‘strongest 
during the first three months after 
a spouse’s death, when they had 
a 66-per cent increased chance of 
dying”.  Most widows and widowers 
suffer from this effect during the 
first 3 months of their spouse’s 
death, however they can also suffer 
from this effect later on in their life 
for much longer than 3 months. 
There remains controversy over 
whether women or men have worse 
effects from becoming widowed, 
and studies have attempted to make 
their case for which sex is worse 
off, while other studies try to show 
that there are no true differences 
based on sex, and other factors are 
responsible for any differences.  

while it is disputed as to whether 
sex plays a part in the intensity of 
grief, sex often influences how an 
individual’s lifestyle changes after a 
spouse’s death. Research has shown 

that the difference falls in the burden 
of care, expectations, and how they 
react after the spouse’s death. For 
example, women often carry more 
of an emotional burden than men 
and are less willing to go through 
the death of another spouse.  After 
being widowed, however, men and 
women can react very differently 
and frequently have a change in 
lifestyle. women tend to miss their 
husbands more if he died suddenly; 
men, on the other hand, tend to miss 
their wives more if she died after 
suffering a long, terminal illness.  
In addition, both men and women 
have been observed to experience 
lifestyle habit changes after the 
death of a spouse. both sexes tend 
to have a harder time looking after 
themselves without their spouse 
to help, though these changes may 
differ based on the sex of the widow 
and the role the spouse played in 
their life.  

The older spouses grow, the more 
aware they are of being alone due to 
the death of their husband or wife. 
This negatively impacts the mental 
as well as physical well-being in both 
men and women.  

Since 2011 International widows 
Day is an awareness day for this 
imbalance and aims to sensitise the 
global population for the misery 
of the widows. In April, last year  
Tanzania’s human Rights watch 
has urged the government to  
immediately   amend provisions of 
the inheritance law, saying it violates 
the rights of women.

Under the existing laws, women 
are often left with nothing when 
their husbands die and coerced to 
leave their land, which is against 
international agreements on 
women’s rights.

In the same vein, Tanzania widows 
association (TAwIA). Its motto is  to 
bring hope to the widows and their 
children.

Global sensitisation needed on 
challenges widowhood entails

By Morounfolu Olugbosi 

T
b has increased in strength 
in sub-Saharan Africa 
and other regions of the 
Global South..It’s time to 

strengthen our resolve and tackle all 
of the diseases that afflict our most 
vulnerable communities -- at the 
same time. Tb has shown us that no 
one is safe if a contagious infection is 
thriving -- regardless of whether we 
look for it or not.

before cOVID-19 came along, 
tuberculosis (Tb) was a primary focus 
of health authorities in sub-Saharan 
Africa. In 2019, approximately 1.4 
million people were diagnosed with 
Tb in the region, but epidemiologists 
estimated that one million more had 
Tb but were neither diagnosed nor 
treated.

The scope and intensity of the 
global Tb epidemic is fueled by 
antiquated and inadequate Tb drugs, 
most of which were developed more 
than 50 years ago. but, given how 
contagious Tb is, we need to find 
and treat many more people. It is a 
disease that strikes impoverished 
communities the hardest, and those 
same communities can be hard to 
reach with healthcare services.

And then came cOVID-19, the only 
infectious disease that killed more 
people than Tb in 2020. The regional 
numbers have held steady this past 
year, according to the world health, 
but a deeper dive shows that more 

attention is needed.
In Nigeria, my home country and 

Africa’s largest country by population, 
nearly three out of every four 
cases of Tb were missed. Ethiopia, 
Africa’s second largest country, fared 
better, missing less than one out of 
every three cases. Kenya, a hub for 
international development in East 
Africa, missed almost half its Tb 
cases. South Africa -- where I work 
and which has one of the heaviest 
burdens in the world of drug-resistant 
Tb infections, Tb/hIV co-infections, 
and all Tb infections in total -- missed 
40 per cent of its cases in 2020.

As bleak as all this sounds, 2021 is 
on track to be much worse. Initial 
estimates from epidemiologists point 
to a lack of direct response to Tb in 
projecting an escalation of missing 
Tb cases. Even though both cOVID-19 
and Tb are respiratory infections, Tb 
lost whatever sunlight it may have 
once had.

Earlier this year, researchers 
analysed how public health resources 
previously dedicated to addressing 
Tb were allocated instead to handling 
the cOVID-19 pandemic. The drop 
in cases of tuberculosis that were 
reported and treated at that time 
indicated that many more infections 
were slipping through the cracks 
of the world’s badly overstressed 
healthcare system. The researchers 
concluded that cOVID-19 cancelled 
out the last 12 years of advancements 
in finding and treating people with 

tuberculosis.
Last month, a new report found 

that the number of people treated for 
Tb in 2020 declined by 18 per cent. 
Even more troubling, the number of 
people treated for the worst cases of 
drug-resistant Tb strains declined by 
37 per cent -- even with 41 countries 
in varying stages of evaluating and 
implementing a new regimen for 
these cases that my organisation 
developed. Like all strains of Tb, drug-
resistant Tb can be easily spread by a 
cough or a sneeze -- and it’s far more 
difficult to cure. In some regions, as 
many as 40 per cent of new Tb cases 
are drug resistant.

In 2018, the United Nations General 
Assembly held a high-level meeting 
on tuberculosis attended by more 
than 1,000 people -- including the 
president of Nigeria and 14 other 
heads of state. At the meeting, pledges 
amounting to US$13.5 billion annually 
were made to help governments 
find and treat Tb patients, with an 
additional US$2 billion pledged to 
boost the research and development 
efforts needed to develop new 
cures, and new ways of diagnosing 
infections. we are less than halfway 
to meeting these pledges, and as a 
result, Tb has increased in strength in 
sub-Saharan Africa and other regions 
of the Global South.

As bleak as all this sounds, 2021 is 
on track to be much worse. Initial 
estimates from epidemiologists point 
to a lack of direct response to Tb in 

projecting an escalation of missing 
Tb cases. Even though both cOVID-19 
and Tb are respiratory infections, Tb 
lost whatever sunlight it may have 
once had. 

These diseases do not come at you 
in single file, patiently waiting their 
turn for a chance to wreak havoc. 
cOVID-19 decimated the Tb response 
because that response was weak 
and vulnerable. Now, we still have 
to handle another year of cOVID-19 
along with a resurgent Tb.

There are some countries that have 
managed to keep moving forward 
though. Zambia, which missed one 
third of its estimated Tb cases in 
2020, may actually diagnose and treat 
a larger share of its Tb caseload in 
2021. but these success stories are few 
and far between. All too often, when 
the going gets tough, programmes 
that tackle diseases of poverty fall by 
the wayside.

These diseases do not come at you 
in single file, patiently waiting their 
turn for a chance to wreak havoc. 
cOVID-19 decimated the tuberculosis 
response because that response 
was weak and vulnerable. Now, we 
still have to handle another year of 
cOVID-19 along with a resurgent Tb.

It’s time to strengthen our resolve 
and tackle all of the diseases that afflict 
our most vulnerable communities 
-- at the same time. Tb has shown 
us that no one is safe if a contagious 
infection is thriving -- regardless of 
whether we look for it or not.

Looking harder for TB in sub-Saharan Africa and elsewhere

By Special Correspondent 

T
hE current cOVID-19 
pandemic has increased 
appreciation for hygiene 
globally and may serve as 

an opportunity to change behaviours.
besides awareness of known needs 

for cultural embeddedness, future 
behavioural change approaches for 
promoting frequent hand washing 
may benefit from adopting business 
strategies, including partnering with 
existing institutions and leveraging 
shared ambitions to deliver corporate 
social responsibility.

hand hygiene is critical 
for reducing transmission of 
communicable diseases, as we are so 
acutely aware during the cOVID-19 
pandemic. UNIcEF has identified 
behaviour change and knowledge 
promotion as top strategies for 
increasing hand washing during 
this crisis, while acknowledging that 
millions of people lack the water 
necessary for handwashing.

An estimated 40% of households 
globally lack access to basic hand 
washing facilities. A recent cross-
cultural study of household water 
insecurity experiences found that 
nearly one in four of 6,637 randomly 
sampled households across 23 sites in 

20 low- and middle-income countries 
(LMIcs) were unable to wash their 
hands in the previous month. These 
challenges are not unique to LMIcs. 
Indeed, many poorer families in 
high-income nations experience 
similar water, sanitation and hygiene 
(wASh) problems.

In the spotlight of the current 
cOVID-19 pandemic, this comment 
explores the challenge of hand 
hygiene in a changing water world 
and reflects on the importance of 
making rapid progress to “ensure 
availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation 
for all” (United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 6). we 
contest that solutions to combat 
the spread of infectious disease, 
including cOVID-19, must consider 
household water insecurity as 
a function of water availability, 
quality and accessibility. Drawing 
on the latest evidence, we provide 
recommendations on how to 
improve human health and well-
being during a pandemic by reducing 
household water insecurity.

Although the blue planet is 
70% covered by water, only 3% is 
freshwater (of which 70% is snow 
or ice, or otherwise unavailable for 
human use). Furthermore, available 

freshwater is unequally distributed 
geographically in space and time, 
such that an estimated four billion 
people experience ‘severe water 
scarcity’ for the duration of at least 
one month every year, causing 
difficulties for hand washing 
and sanitation. challenges with 
availability are projected to become 
more widespread and acute due 
to climate change and associated 
increases in hydrological extremes 
(such as floods and drought), as well 
as changed water demand due to 
population growth, displacement, 
intensification of agriculture and 
infrastructure degradation7.

while it is more obvious how 
droughts reduce water availability, 
there is increasing recognition that 
flooding can reduce the availability 
of clean water due to, for instance, 
storm-induced contamination from 
combined sewerage overflows 
polluting rivers and groundwater 
resources. As a result, water may 
be unsuitable for consumption or 
hygiene due to contamination by 
multiple chemical or biological 
pollutants (for example, pathogens, 
viruses, bacteria and protozoa) that 
present immediate risks to health. 
For example, hand washing with 
polluted water may increase the 

risk of contracting enteric infections 
that can cause diarrhoea, which 
is a proximate driver of under 
nutrition that can exacerbate a 
range of morbidities. The majority 
of the annual 1.7 billion cases of 
childhood diarrhoeal disease, the 
second largest cause of death for 
children under five, are related to 
poor water quality, highlighting 
the severity of water insecurity 
consequences. Furthermore, 
intensive hand washing, especially 
with contaminated water, can cause 
skin lesions that serve as conduits 
for waterborne infectious agents 
such as bacteria or viruses, as well 
as chemicals and allergens, to 
enter the bloodstream. Thus, poor 
water quality can undermine an 
individual’s ability to resist or recover 
from infectious disease through 
numerous pathways.

The anticipated inability of 
many households to follow world 
health Organization (whO) and 
United Nations children’s Fund 
(UNIcEF) guidelines during the 
cOVID-19 pandemic reveals that 
major investments in both water 
infrastructure and water governance 
are critically needed to manage and 
provision water to ensure safe hand 
washing.

Water and sanitation for all in a pandemic!
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COLOMBO

B
utterflies flit among 
flowers and excited kids 
run trying to catch the 
elusive, gorgeously clad 

beauties in a garden located on the 
outskirts of Colombo, the capital of 
sri lanka.

"these beautiful butterflies are 
transformed from the unattrac-
tive caterpillars we just saw in the 
garden," Ms. shamodi Nanayak-
kara, manager for sustainability 
and conservation at Dilmah Ceylon 
tea Company, told the children on 
a visit to the open-air butterfly gar-
den. 

Most of the butterflies in sri 
lanka are species native to the is-
land country, where the ecological 
environment for them has been 
deteriorating due to various fac-
tors including climate change and 
urbanization. 

to provide a habitat for butter-
flies, in 2011, founder of the Dilmah 
tea company, Merrill fernando, 
who is a keen advocate of biodiver-
sity conservation, opened sri lan-
ka's first urban butterfly garden in 
Moratuwa, south of Colombo. 

the 750 square meters garden 
is home to a lot of butterflies. "so 
far 248 species of butterflies have 
been found in sri lanka, and this 
garden has 59 species," Nanayak-
kara, who has a master's degree 
in environmental science, told the 
children. "Butterflies live on plants. 

they lay their eggs on specific 
host plants and take nectar from 
specific nectar plants, which 
means there are at least 59 species 
of plants suitable for butterflies in 
our butterfly garden here," she ex-
plained.

Nanayakkara said that with the 
help of entomologists and bota-

nists, the butterfly garden has care-
fully selected dozens of kinds of 
plants to grow in order to attract a 
variety of butterfly species and of-
fer them a favorable breeding site. 

"We pay special attention to 
attracting butterflies which are 
endangered or are endangered 
species," she stressed. "look, the 
plants on which the garden lizard 
is standing is related to sri lanka's 
national butterfly -- the 'sri lankan 
Birdwing'," she said.

as it was reported by the sunday 
times in 2010, the sri lankan Bird-
wing has been named the coun-
try's national butterfly because 
the black and yellow butterfly is 
endemic in the south asian coun-
try and is also the largest butterfly 
found on the island. the Butterfly 
garden is now an important sanc-
tuary too for other species of in-
sects, birds, and reptiles, Nanayak-
kara said.

adjacent to the butterfly garden 
is a miniature botanical garden 
called "One earth arboretum" 
created by Dilmah in 2017, which 
houses 300 species of trees and 
other plants. 

"initially, 500 species of trees 
were sent to the mini botanical gar-
den for trial planting, but many did 
not survive because they could not 
adapt to the unique nature of Mor-
atuwa's habitat. tree repositioning 
was a major problem. 

through trial and error, we end-
ed up with the current 300 tree 
species," Nanayakkara said. it is 
noticeable that almost every tree 
in the garden has a Qr code, which 
can be scanned by a mobile phone 
for people to quickly learn the rel-
evant information. this enables 
visiting the botanical garden to be 
a very educational experience.

a kid visitor asked: "Why don't 
you clean the heap of leaves on the 
ground in the garden? there are 
some insects on the trees and on 
the ground. are they harmful to the 
trees?" "No," said Nanayakkara and 
went on to explain why. 

"We intentionally leave these 
leaves on the ground, because 
when they decompose they help to 
increase the nutrients in the soil." 
"the insects' function here is to 
help with the initial decomposition 
of these leaves. 

a botanical garden is like a fine 
restaurant for these insects be-
cause it is harmless and co-exists 
with the environment. and be-
cause of the insects, we don't have 
to put any fertilizer in the garden. 
We leave the forest in its natural 
state," she said further.

the botanical garden is small 
in size but has a Weva -- an irriga-
tion tank constructed according 
to the traditional sri lankan irri-
gation practice. the Weva serves 
as a groundwater source for the 
botanical garden, and so, it is an 
important part of the natural forest 
ecosystem. 

"sri lanka is famous for its an-
cient irrigation system, and our 
mission is to keep this tradition 
alive and display it to the current 
generation," Nanayakkara said.

 adding to her remarks, spencer 
Manuelpillai, senior brand market-
ing manager at Dilma Ceylon tea 
said: "We hope to promote environ-
mental protection in various ways, 
educate and enlighten the urban 
population, especially the younger 
generation, to appreciate and un-
derstand the value of conserving 
biological species including but-
terflies and trees to human beings." 

 Enlightening coming generation to 
protect butterflies, trees for cities

Photo taken on Oct. 21, 2021 shows a butterfly at a butterfly garden in Moratuwa, south of Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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news/ news feature

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

tHe outbreak of the Covid-19 
pandemic has left many of   Maasai 
women in northern tanzania im-
poverished and subjected to gen-
der-based violence (GBV).

Maasai women Development 
Organisation (MweDO) executive 
director ndinini Kimesera sikar 
unveiled this here recently when 
speaking at a special national sym-
posium on rights of women service 
providers when elaborating the im-
pact of the pandemic on the econ-
omy of the Maasai women living in 
the area.

Organised by MweDO with the 
support from urgent action fund 
africa, the event brought on board 
representatives from the Civil soci-
ety Organisations (CsOs) and local 
government leaders in the region.

“Maasai women are the highly 
affected groups with the outbreak 
of the variant, which has killed mil-
lions of people across the world,” 
she insisted.

sikar noted that the pandemic 
had put those women in a tight 
corner as they were like in a ‘cage’ 
where they couldn’t do anything. 
“In turn, the pandemic left many of 
them impoverished due to loss of 

capital,” she emphasised.
according to the director, be-

fore the COVID-19 many of the 
Maasai women were opportune to 
do small-scale businesses to earn 
a living, adding that 2020 was the 
‘darkest’ year in their history as 
they were the highly affected group 
compared to their male counter-
parts. she stated that when the 
pandemic was at its peak and no 
one was allowed to move, Maasai 
women remained in their homes 
and most of them ended up losing 
their business capital.

she mentioned that this has also 
resulted in an increase in GBV cas-
es because during that time some 
women were chased away from 
their homes for failure to take care 
of their families due to lack of mon-
ey.

“at that time teenage pregnancies 
also increased as many girls were 
idle following school closure,” she 
explained, while revealing  that oth-
er organizations from Kenya, ugan-
da and tanzania are planning to 
hold virtual meetings to chart ways 
to address those challenges includ-
ing offering soft loans for women to 
get back to their businesses.

a Maasai woman from namalulu 
village in simanjiro District, Man-

yara region,  asinati tumaini said 
the COVID-19 has been a challeng-
ing moment for her as she failed to 
support her family because she lost 
a huge sum of money to the pan-
demic.

“when COVID-19 was at its peak, 
I lost 300,000/- as a capital of my 
business and at the end of the day 
I failed to support my family,” she 
lamented.

Maria ole nasha from simanjiro 
experienced a different story as 
she lost 5m/- for failure to do her 
cross-border trading of  the Maasai 
cultural fabric, bracelets, necklace, 
and beaded jewelry due to COV-
ID-19.

a mother of five said: “I previous-
ly used to get a profit of 80,000/- 
per week, but during the pandemic, 
my business collapsed.”

she called on the government 
and other stakeholders to do some-
thing for them.

special seats ward Councilor in 
simanjiro District upendo ndoros 
vowed to push for the district coun-
cil to provide the ten per cent of its 
internal revenues to go to women, 
youth and people with disabilities 
as required by the law for the hope 
of helping to stabilize the economy 
of the women. 

COVID-19 becomes walking
tightrope for Maasai women

By Guardian Repoter

GeIta Gold Mining Limited 
(GGML) has handed over equip-
ment worth 132million - to support 
the Integrated Mining technical 
(IMt) programme launched by 
Veta Moshi.

the programme aims to support 
Veta Moshi to enroll more stu-
dents and continuously improve 
the quality of outcomes, especially 
for students taking various courses 
related to the extractive industry.

GGML – sustainability, vice presi-
dent simon shayo said the compa-
ny hopes that the tools donated to 
Veta Moshi will enable most stu-
dents to acquire the skills needed 
for self-reliance and livelihood.

the mining company had earlier 
this year decided to support any in-
stitution best suited to help a larger 
group of beneficiaries, and Veta 
Moshi was deemed the most suit-
able recipient.

In line with one of angloGold 
ashanti's corporate values, shayo 
said: "the communities and socie-
ties around our operations must be 
better off for us having been there." 

under this value, since its incep-
tion in 2000, GGML has planned 

and implemented various commu-
nity projects to improve the well-
being of the host community in 
the areas of education and youth, 
sMes, environment, arts, culture 
and heritage, infrastructure and 
health.

GGML has been committed to im-
proving the education and welfare 
of the country's youth since 2008. 
In collaboration with other extrac-
tive companies and under the guid-
ance of the Chamber of Mines and 
energy (as it was then called), it 
supported Veta Moshi in launch-
ing the Integrated Mining technical 
(IMt) programme with the inten-
tion of aligning the institution's ca-
pacity to continue to better support 
young tanzanians.

simon shayo said that GGML has 
also started sponsoring youth from 
around its Geita operation to attend 
technical mining courses offered by 
Veta Moshi.

"In June 2014, GGML discontin-
ued its in-house technical training 
programme that had been running 
for several years. following this de-
cision, the equipment used for the 
programme was released.

"we are happy to now hand over 
the equipment worth tsh 132 mil-

lion that was delivered a few months 
ago," he said.

the Director General of Veta, Dr. 
Pancras Bujulu, also said the sup-
port was indeed more than good 
value for money.

"On paper, the donation appears 
to be  worth  132 million/-  but in re-
ality the benefits are higher," he said.

Kilimanjaro regional commission-
er steven Kagaigai said it was clear 
that the equipment would make a 
big difference to the Moshi campus 
as students would benefit and grad-
uate with better skills.

"the government has amended 
the Mining act and enacted various 
laws in line with the act to encour-
age mining companies to imple-
ment a Csr (Corporate social re-
sponsibility) programme," he said.

"GGML has gone further in Geita 
region than they should have but 
they have come to Moshi and   are 
very good people which is why I say 
they should be commended," he 
said.

 GGML is committed to working 
with all mining industry stakehold-
ers to ensure continued engage-
ment in scaling up investments in 
social and economic projects in 
Geita and local communities.

GGML donates equipment worth  132m/- to VETA  

Kilimanjaro regional commissioner, Steven Kagaigai cuts the ribbon to launch tools provided by GGML to VETA 
Moshi College for training  students persuing courses related to mining. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

PUBLIC Sector Social Security Fund 
received a handsome 7.6bn/- pay 
cheque yesterday being dividend from 
CRDB Bank Plc in which the fund is an 
institutional investor.

Speaking after receiving the pay-
cheque in Dar es Salaam, PSSSF Di-
rector of Finance, Beatrice Musa Lupi 
commended the bank’s leadership for 
maintaining profitability saying the 
fund is happy to be associated with 
the lender.

“This worthwhile investment was 
done according to the law establish-
ing the fund which requires that mem-
bers’ monies be invested in profitable 
ventures,” Lupi said while noting that 
such profits generated from invest-
ments made help the fund settle mem-
bers’ pension and other statutory pay-

ments.
She said the fund will continue 

investing in profitable vehicles and 
across various sectors whose perfor-
mance is impressive to ensure that 
members’ contributions are safe but 
also contribute towards growth of the 
nation’s economy.

“We strongly believe that CRDB will 
continue to perform well hence en-
able our shareholders and members 
to get a share of the profit made,” the 
PSSSF Director of Finance added say-
ing investment in blue-chip compa-
nies and stocks strengthens the fund’s 
ability to carry out its duties.

Speaking earlier, Minister for Fi-
nance and Economic Planning, Dr 
Mwigulu Nchemba commended pub-
lic agencies and state enterprises 
which invest in profitable companies 
and vehicles because their add value 

PSSSF lands 7.6bn/- dividend 
pay cheque from CRDB Bank

Finance and Planning minister, Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (3rd L) presents a dummy cheque for 7.6bn/- to PSSSF director general Hosea Kashimba (4th L) being 
dividend payment received from CRDB Bank Plc. Second left is PSSSF’s director of finance, Beatrice Musa Lupi. Photo: Guardian Correspondent  

Windfall  

DUBAI 

EMIRaTES, the world’s biggest 
long-haul airline, plans to recruit 
more than 6,000 staff over the 
next six months to boost its work-
force as travel demand rebounds.

as Covid-19 restrictions ease 
globally with the accelerated dis-
tribution of vaccines – additional 
pilots, cabin crew, engineering 
specialists and ground staff will 
be needed to support the airline’s 
increasing operations across its 
global network – to respond to 
the sooner-than-expected surge 
in customer demand, the airline 
said on Monday. Emirates has al-
ready restored 90 per cent of its 
network and is on track to reach 
70 per cent of its pre-pandemic 
capacity by the end of 2021, it 
said.

“Emirates has always been at 
the heart of Dubai’s growth. Our 

requirement for 6,000 addition-
al operational staff signifies the 
quick recovery Dubai’s economy 
is witnessing and will lead to op-
portunities and other positive de-
velopments across various other 
businesses, including those in the 
consumer, travel and tourism sec-
tors,” Sheikh ahmed bin Saeed, 
chairman and chief executive of 
Emirates airline and group, said.

The Covid-19 pandemic hit the 
global aviation industry hard last 
year and led to airlines grounding 
planes, cutting jobs and slashing 
salaries. However, the reopening 
of economies globally, the easing 
of pandemic-induced travel re-
strictions and rapid vaccination 
programmes are leading to a re-
bound in travel demand. 

as with many other major air-
lines around the world, Emirates 
took steps to slash costs and con-
serve cash by reducing staff wag-

es, cutting jobs and offering cabin 
crew voluntary unpaid leave to 
cope with the fallout from the 
pandemic. But the airline has 
gradually restored operations in 
line with the easing of travel re-
strictions around the world. It has 
recalled pilots, cabin crew and 
other operational employees who 
were stood down when the pan-
demic forced a drastic reduction 
in flights last year. It also reinstat-
ed the full salaries of its staff from 
October last year.

Cabin crew serving in Emirate’s 
economy-class cabins are entitled 
to an average starting monthly 
salary of Dh9,770 ($2,660), based 
on 80 to 100 flying hours per 
month, according to the airline’s 
website. Captains who can oper-
ate Emirates’ a380 or Boeing 777 
are entitled to a monthly salary of 
Dh43,013 – basic salary and flying 
pay included – based on an aver-

Emirates Airline set to employ 
6,000 staff over next 6 months

BEIJING 

CHINa said it was false to claim 
that its lending practices have 
pushed african nations into debt 
traps, blaming a host of economic 
factors instead and criticising me-
dia reports on the topic.

african nations’ debt problems 
are a historical issue, and also the 
result of rising protectionism and 

currency factors, Zhou Liujun, 
vice chairman of China Interna-
tional Development Cooperation 
agency told reporters in Beijing 
on Tuesday. 

The agency is a body under the 
State Council that provide plans 
and policies on foreign aid.

“Facts and data fully show that 
this accusation is purely political-
ly driven,” he said. “Its real inten-

tion is to drive a wedge between 
China and africa’s friendly and 
cooperative relations.” 

China fully considered the debt 
condition of african nations and 
their repayment capabilities 
when offering loans, Zhou said, 

adding that it will “strengthen 
cooperation and communication 
with different parties to help af-
rican countries to face their debt 

problems.”
China has come under fire for 

its lending practices to develop-
ing nations, particularly around 
the confidentiality of contracts 
between its state banks and debt-
or nations.

 Several african countries, in-
cluding Kenya and Zambia, have 
struggled to repay their loans as 
the Covid-19 pandemic wreaked 

havoc on their economies.
On the Paris Club of mainly 

Western creditor nations, Zhou 
said China has been involved in 
some of the club’s activities and 
has smooth communication with 
its members.

 The Paris Club last year com-
bined forces with the Group of 20 
nations to provide debt relief to 
poorer nations. The World Bank 

and others have pressured China 
to provide more relief.

Deng Boqing, vice chairman 
of the development agency, said 
at the same briefing that Beijing 
has no tolerance for corruption 
in projects linked to its Belt & 
Road Initiative, a massive multi-
country infrastructure program. 
China has been transparent in its 
BRI projects, he said.

China says allegations that it causes debt trap for Africa false

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed, the chairman and CEO of Emirates Airline. 

During this year’s annual general 
meeting held in arusha, the share-
holders endorsed a 22/- per share 
dividend payment which was an 
increase from the 17/- paid last 
year.

OppOrtunity 

appeasement 

to shareholders or members’ 
savings.

“Let me congratulate all 
shareholders for your decision 
to invest in the bank because 
that’s what modern economies 
entail because this subscribes 

to the running of modern econ-
omies globally,” Dr Nchemba 
said.

He commended CRDB’s 
board, management and staff 
for sustaining growth and prof-
itability saying the government 

will continue putting in place a 
better environment for the pri-
vate sector to thrive and con-
tribute to growth.

Last year, CRDB’s gross profit 
increased by 35 percent from 
175bn/- in 2019 to 236bn/-. 

MAPUTO 

THE Mozambican government said 
Monday that Exxon had assured it 
would continue with its natural gas 
projects in the north of the country in 
the face of reports that the company 
is rethinking its business portfolio in 
fossil fuels.

“On the part of the companies, in-
cluding Exxon, the indication we got 
was to reaffirm the afungi project, 
even after the news that was put into 
circulation,” said Mozambique’s Min-
ister of Mineral Resources and Ener-
gy, Max Tonela.

Tonela said that representatives of 
the US oil company were due to visit 
Maputo in early November to assess 
the situation in relation to projects 
in Mozambique. “We have been ex-

changing information with Exxon 
and another meeting is scheduled in 
Maputo at the beginning of Novem-
ber,” he said.

The Wall Street Journal reported 
last week that Exxon is studying the 
possibility of cancelling investments 
such as the one planned for northern 
Mozambique, citing pressure from in-
vestors to limit its focus on fossil fuels.

The issue at stake is a reduction in 
carbon emissions and at the same 
time increasing returns to investors, 
as investment in mega-projects such 
as Cabo Delgado takes several years 
to reach maturity.

according to sources cited by the 
Wall Street Journal, it is not clear that 
these discussions will lead to a deci-
sion on investment in Mozambique, 
which is still awaiting a Final Invest-

ment Decision, after which the pro-
ject is irreversible, failing which the 
penalties will outweigh the invest-
ment costs.

Exxon has already spent US$2.8 
billion (2.4 billion euros) to ac-
quire a major position in the area 
4 project in the Rovuma basin, the 
biggest natural gas exploration pro-
ject in sub-Saharan africa, but for 
several years it has put off a final 
decision on the investment, which 
according to the Mozambican gov-
ernment may be between US$27 
and US$33 billion (23.2 and 28.3 bil-
lion euros).

Cabo Delgado province is rich 
in natural gas but has been terror-
ised since 2017 by armed rebels, with 
some attacks claimed by the extrem-
ist group Islamic State. Mozambique’s of Mineral Resources and Energy minister, Max Tonela.

relief  

Mozambican government : Exxon Mobil will stay on will Cabo Delgado

age 85 flying hours per month.
The airline is supplementing its flight schedules with increased fre-

quency to meet pent-up travel demand, it said on Monday. Emirates is 
using its high-capacity, double-decker a380 aircraft on popular routes 
in its network. By November, the airline will offer more than 165,000 
additional seats on its flagship a380 aircraft, it said.

“We have been prudently restoring our operations in line with the 
borders reopening and ease of travel protocols, and with the positive 

signs in the economic recov-
ery and continuous growth of 
demand, we are hopeful to be 
back to where we were pre-pan-
demic, from mid-2022,” Sheikh 
ahmed said. In September, 
Emirates said it would recruit 
3,000 cabin crew and 500 air-
port services employees to join 
its Dubai base to support opera-
tional requirements.

“as travel demand gains more 
traction than was earlier an-
ticipated, Emirates will now re-
quire an additional 700 ground 
staff in Dubai and across its net-
work,” the airline said. Emirates 
is also recruiting 600 qualified 
pilots in Dubai.

The airline will reinforce its 
engineering team by hiring 
1,200 skilled technical staff, 
comprising aircraft engineers 
and engineering support staff, 
to be based in Dubai and out-
stations. Emirates is the world’s 
largest operator of Boeing 777 
and airbus a380 aircraft. Its 
fleet currently comprises 263 
wide-body aircraft and the air-
line has ordered a number of 
new aircraft to meet future de-
mand, including airbus a350s, 
Boeing 787-9s and Boeing 777-X 
aircraft types, it said.
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business news

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

TOTAL market and domestic 
market capitalisation at the Dar es 
salaam stock exchange increased 
by 7.2 percent and 5.3 percent to 
16.2bn/- and 9.4bn/- respectively 
during the third quarter of this year 
thanks to share price appreciations 
from TCC, niCO, TOL, TPCC, JATu 
and cross listed KCb bank.

Orbit securities said in its Q3 
market report that Tanzania Ciga-
rettes Company Plc’s share price 
improved by 32.10 percent from 
405/- to 535/- each, while niCOL 
Plc also increased by 11.11 percent 
from 225/- to 250/- and TOL Gases 
Plc from 500/- to 530/-.

On the other hand, shares of Tan-
zania Portland Cement Company 
Plc also appreciated from 3,600/- 
to 3,800/- while shares of Jatu Plc 
also improved by 26 percent from 
500/- to 630/- each. The biggest 
loser during the period was CRDb 
bank Plc as its share prices de-
clined by 18.6 percent from 295/- to 
240/- each.

“both the buying and selling 
sides for the quarter were dominat-

ed by foreign investors,” the report 
stated while unveiling that the eq-
uity market generated a total turn-
over of 34.3bn/-, being 3.19 percent 
lower than 35.4bn/- that was re-
corded during the same period last 
year. The number of shares traded 
at bourse also declined by 20.2 per-
cent from 37.5 million traded in Q3, 
2020 to 29.9 million traded in Q3, 
2021.

“Activities in the market are still 
slow given the current global situa-
tion around the coronavirus. some 
recovery has been seen as prior 
inactive players start returning to 
the market, and as far as foreign 
investors are concerned, some cau-
tion has been witnessed in equity 
trading, although the situation has 
been steadily improving,” the re-
port added.

According to the Orbit securi-
ties report, Tanzania breweries 
Limited was the third quarter best 
performing shares as it accounted 
for 41.52 percent of the total gener-
ated equity turnover, followed by 
nMb bank Plc and CRDb bank Plc. 
“The three counters collectively 
accounted for 68.5 percent of the 

Market capitalisation at DSE 
surges in Q3 of 2021 as local 
counters appreciate - report

Gains 

By Smart Money Reporter

in order for the African continent to realise the ben-
efits of free trade there is need to end conflicts and ter-
ritorial disputes among African union members.

Tanzania Peace Foundation’s Chairman, sadiki Godi-
godi said in Dar es salaam this week that during a Pan 
African conference held last week, delegates agreed 
that African union member countries should ensure 
that peace and calm prevail within their borders for the 
Africa Continental Free Trade Area to work.

Godigodi said the Pan African conference which was 
held in Dar es salaam involved high profile dignitaries 
including former foreign ministers, ambassadors and 
high commissioners but also foreign diplomats mainly 
from Au members.

“Following the circulation of a fake document on so-
cial media web sites last week which rubbished aside 
the convening of the Pan African conference with a 
theme, ‘The imperative of post-Covid recovery: how can 
the resolution of the sahara issue spur African stability 
and integration,’ held on saturday, 16 October 2021, is 
fake,” Godigodi said.

He said the fake statement which was attributed to 
him was forged by people with bad intentions and as-
sured the public that the post conference communiqué 
issued jointly with institute of Peace and Conflict stud-
ies, remains the authentic document endorsed by del-

egates.
The TPF Chairman further noted that the fake state-

ment circulated on some social media outlets which 
bears his signature and the foundation’s official stamp 
is the work of crooks hence should be disregarded be-
cause it is fake.

“i as Chairman of Tanzania Peace Foundation reaf-
firm strongly the positive and effective participation of 
our members at the conference as well as its serious-
ness in respecting all the conclusions and recommen-
dations formulated jointly,” he argued.

Godigodi noted that the TPF renews its engagement 
and commitment not only to the outcome of the confer-
ence but also to the content of the final communique 
issued on 16 October 2021 by the two Tanzanian think-
thanks at the end of the conference. 

“in the light of above, the Tanzania Peace Foundation 
has strongly and repeatedly confirmed the authentic-
ity of this present statement, declaring that any news 
issued, in the name of the TPF, by any media station or 
social network falls outside the scope or the content 
of this present statement should be considered as fake 
news,” he added.

The African Continental Free Trade Area is a free 
trade area founded in 2018, with trade commencing as 
on 1 January 2021. it was created by the African Conti-
nental Free Trade Agreement signed by 54 of the 55 Af-
rican union nations.

TPF touts pan Africanism to facilitate AfCTA goals

JOHANNESBURG 

RATinG agency s&P has upgraded mo-
bile operator MTn’s credit rating, as the 
company has made strides in reducing its 
debt.

in a statement, MTn, which is Africa’s 
largest mobile operator, says: “MTn Group 
is pleased to announce that progress in 
reducing our holding company debt has 
been recognised by rating agency s&P 
Global Ratings, which has upgraded the 
group’s standalone credit rating to invest-
ment grade.”

s&P revised MTn’s standalone credit 
profile to bbb- from bb+, citing progress 
made in deleveraging the balance sheet 
and on the expectation that MTn will not 
return to higher levels of leverage. Accord-
ing to MTn, a standalone rating excludes 
s&P’s view of government influence and 
sovereign risk.

MTn Group in August reported a strong 
performance for the first half of 2021 – ex-
ceeding most medium-term targets, reduc-
ing debt, advancing digital and financial 
inclusion, and cutting the cost to commu-
nicate across Africa.

At the time, the company reported it had 
reduced its debt from R43.3 billion to R36.7 
billion. As at June last year, the company’s 
net debt stood at R70.9 billion. “we made 
good progress in reducing our holding 
company debt, which declined to R36.7 
billion from R43.3 billion, and the holding 

MTN’s credit rating upgraded 
amidst debt reduction efforts

Stock brokers at work at DSE.  

AfCTA’s logo

inteGration 

Bullish 

HARARE

ZiMbAbwe Finance Minister 
Mthuli ncube said on Monday he 
would propose a 900 billion Zim-
babwe dollar ($9.68 billion) budg-
et for 2022, more than double 
this year’s total, as the country 
struggles with surging inflation.

in July, ncube had signalled 
plans for a 579 billion Zimbabwe 
dollar budget in 2022 and the 
latest upwards revision signals 
how inflation is impacting the 
government’s planning. “The 
overall 2022 budget envelope is 
ZwL$900 billion. However, my 
last count of the bids submit-
ted by line ministries indicates 
resource requirements in the 
excess of ZwL$3 trillion,” ncube 
told lawmakers at a pre-budget 
meeting.

“surely, this is beyond our ca-
pacity, and more fundamentally, 
poses challenges from a prioriti-
sation point of view,” ncube said, 
without giving any indication 
what plans would be dropped. 
The 2021 budget is worth 421.62 
billion Zimbabwe dollars.

Although year-on-year infla-
tion has slowed down to 51.55% 
in september from a high of 
837.53% in July 2020, the govern-
ment says inflation could quicken 
towards the end of the year due 
to rising international energy and 
food prices as well as a weaker lo-
cal currency.

The central bank has had to 
revise its year-end inflation target 
twice this year. inflation is now 
expected to close the year in the 
35% to 53% range, after the initial 
forecast of below 10%. ncube 
brought back the local currency 
in 2019, ending a decade of dol-
larisation. However, the local unit 
has rapidly lost value since its 
return.

The government has, in recent 
weeks, cracked down on black 
market foreign currency trade 
in a bid to stop the slide in the 
currency’s value. Although the 
official exchange rate of the Zim-
babwe dollar is 93 to the united 
states dollar, the local unit is trad-
ing much weaker on the unof-
ficial market, with some rates as 
low as 200 to the greenback.

Zimbabwe planning to 
double budget in 2022

improvement 

2019, in which assets 
that were not of long-
term strategic value 
would be sold when 
market conditions were 
conducive.

earlier this month, 
MTn uganda an-
nounced its intention 
to proceed with an 
initial public offering 
(iPO) and subsequently 
list on the uganda se-
curities exchange. This 
followed the requisite 
approval by the Capital 
Markets Authority and 
uganda securities ex-
change for MTn Group 
to sell 20% of its share-
holding in MTn uganda 
to the public.

it is expected that 
MTn Group, which 
holds 96% of MTn ugan-
da, will raise about R18 
billion from the iPO. 

Also this month, 
iHs Towers, in which 
MTn held 29% of com-
mon equity as at 30 
June 2021, notified its 
shareholders about its 
own iPO of 22.5 million 
shares.

Surely, this is beyond 
our capacity, and 
more fundamentally, 
poses challenges 
from a prioritisation 
point of view

total market turnover for the quarter. nMb and 
CRDb accounted for 16.3 percent and 10.6 per-
cent respectively. 

The report noted that of the cross listed com-

panies, KCb bank witnessed an improvement in 
its share price from 910/- to 970/- each, a 6.59 
percent increment. east Africa breweries Limit-
ed was the top loser in this group of cross-listed 

counter with its share price dropping 9.23 per-
cent followed by nation Media Group and Jubi-
lee Health insurance.

company leverage reduced to 1.4x in the 
half.”

According to the telco, this was boosted 
by cash inflows received from its operat-
ing companies of R9.3 billion, which in-
cluded R4 billion from nigeria, as well as 
R1.8 billion in proceeds from the sale of its 
stake in belgacom international Carrier 
services.

“we are very encouraged that our work 
to reduce debt has been recognised, with 
a move up to investment grade,” says MTn 
Group chief financial officer Tsholofelo 
Molefe in yesterday’s statement. “Faster 
deleveraging of our holding company bal-
ance sheet is a critical element of our Am-

bition 2025, and today’s announcement is 
another important indicator that we are 
on track with the delivery of our strategy.”

The telecommunications company 
points out that the last time MTn Group 
had an investment grade rating was five 
years ago, in 2016. it adds that by reducing 
debt, MTn has greater financial flexibility 
to take advantage of the attractive growth 
opportunities it has identified.

“Central to reducing debt is our asset 
realisation programme which aims to re-
alise proceeds of more than R25 billion by 
2025,” says MTn. 

Former CeO Rob shuter unveiled MTn’s 
asset realisation programme in March 
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Next 1,000 unicorns to come from the green industry, BlackRock CEO says
RIYADH 

The next 1,000 unicorns, or start-ups with valuations of $1 billion, will come 
from the green industry, said the chief executive of BlackRock, the world’s largest 
asset manager.

“it is my belief that the next 1,000 unicorns — companies that have a market valu-
ation over a billion dollars — won’t be a search engine, won’t be a media company. 
They will be businesses developing green hydrogen in green agriculture, green 
steel and green cement,” Larry Fink told the Middle east Green initiative forum, 
which took place in Riyadh on Monday.

earlier that day, saudi Arabia announced the establishment of a national infra-
structure fund with BlackRock to support up to 200bn saudi riyals ($53.4bn) of 
investments in critical sectors. The fund will invest in projects in sectors such as 
transport, water, energy, health, education, telecoms and digital infrastructure.

The commitment follows an earlier pledge by saudi Arabia, the world’s largest 
exporter of crude, to reach net-zero emissions by 2060. The kingdom’s pledge only 
applies to domestic emissions and not to those released by the use of crude prod-
ucts exported by saudi Arabia.

BlackRock is one of the most vocal advocates for factoring in climate as an in-
vestment risk. The company joined fellow asset manager Vanguard Group and 43 
others in committing to cut net greenhouse gas emissions from their portfolios to 
zero.

“Climate change not only presents a significant challenge but an enormous op-
portunity,” Mr Fink said. “Getting to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 is going to 
require a revolution in the production of everything we produce and a revolution 
in everything we consume, the process of creating fuel, food and construction ma-
terials with all the needs that we have as humanity,” he added.

Multilateral banks such as the international Monetary Fund are calling for great-
er investments to finance the transition to a greener economy. About $20 trillion 
in investment is needed over the next two decades for companies and countries to 
become carbon neutral by the middle of the century, the washington-based lender 
said in a report this month.

us climate change envoy John Kerry also urged private capital to help accelerate 
the transition away from fossil fuels. “no government in the world has the money 
to get this done. not even the wealthiest countries,” Mr Kerry told the conference.

“This will only happen in the work of government joining with the private sec-
tor and with the private sector very significantly stepping up and taking the lead, 
here,” he added. The former diplomat has previously called on multilateral devel-
opment institutions such as the world Bank to move away from financing high-
polluting fuels such as coal.

“This [energy transition] is the biggest market opportunity the world has ever 
known. it’s the biggest market the world has ever known. it’s the biggest transfor-
mation that has ever taken place on this planet, since the industrial Revolution, if 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

WEDNESDAY 27 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55         Habari za saa
14:00 Soap: Love to Death
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru rpt
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Chetu ni Chetu
19:00      Ijue Sheria 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00       Aibu Yako
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10  Soap: Love to Death
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 28 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera 
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00    Shamsham za Pwani rpt
13:55         Habari za saa
14:00       Soap: Love to Death
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri	wako
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00    The Base
00:00 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 

  
FRIDAY 29 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30							 Usafiri	wako	rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 Kipindi Maalum: NSSF rpt
13:20      Jagina rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Korean: Jumong
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 30 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50      Korean: Jumong
13:30      Soap: Love to Death rpt
15:45      Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15       Igizo: Rebeca
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:30       Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00      Igizo: Rebeca
21:30 Art and lifestyle 
22:00 ITV TOP 10
22:45      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
01:15      DWTV 

SUNDAY 31 Oct
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35 Bongo Movie rpt: 

14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Mizengwe 
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05 Al jazeera

  CAPITAL 
CAPITAL WEEK 44 2021
Sat 23 Oct
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor Of The Sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie Room 6 ( tape no:5313)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 24 Oct
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00  Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 25 Oct
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love

16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  26 Oct
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Our Earth
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 27 Oct 
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  28 Oct
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00  Our Earth rpt
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 29 Oct
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love

16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30   Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30 

Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 30 Oct
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt  Emperor of the Sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15 

Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Beverly Hood ( tape no:5316)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  31 Oct
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of the Sea
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love 
00:00 Al Jazeera

RIYADH 

sAudi Aramco said oil-output capacity across the world is 
dropping quickly and companies need to invest more in pro-
duction. it’s a “huge concern,” chief executive officer Amin 
nasser said in an interview in Riyadh, saudi Arabia’s capital. 

“The spare capacity is shrinking.” his comments come with 
crude prices having soared 70% this year to around $85 a bar-
rel. Many major consumers, including the us, Japan and india, 
have called on producers to pump more.

The supply deficit in oil markets could worsen in 2022 if 
the coronavirus pandemic eases and more people fly, he said.  
“if there’s aviation pick up next year, that spare of capacity 
will be depleted,” he said. “it’s now getting to a situation where 
there’s limited supply — whatever is left that’s spare is declin-
ing rapidly.”

several oil and gas traders have criticised governments and 
climate activists for calling on companies to stop investing in 
fossil fuels, saying that will cause shortages of energy in the 
coming decade. Aramco, the world’s biggest oil company, is 
investing billions of dollars to raise its daily capacity to 13 mil-
lion barrels from 12 million. it expects to complete the project 
by 2027.

still, nasser’s forecasts for next year are at odds with those 
of some wall street banks and OPeC+ members. JPMorgan 
Chase & Co has said oil markets will shift to a supply surplus of 
1 million barrels by March from a deficit of around 1.5 million 
barrels now. saudi Arabia’s energy minister told Bloomberg 
on saturday there could be a “huge uplift” in crude invento-
ries in 2022.

“we still have Covid,” Prince Abdulaziz bin salman said, 
justifying OPeC+’s refusal to ease deep supply cuts it began 
last year any faster. “we still have jet fuel limited in terms of 
growth. if you do more now, you’re accelerating the problem.”

The Organization of Petroleum exporting Countries and its 
partners are increasing daily output by 400 000 barrels each 
month. The 23-nation group, led by saudi Arabia and Russia, 
next meets on nov. 4 to decide whether to change strategy.

Aramco now warns 
that global capacity 
of supplies of crude 
is declining rapidly 

Optimism 

BlackRock CEO Larry Fink

pessimism 

we do it,” he said.
Also speaking at the forum, noel Quinn, group chief 

executive at hsBC, said the commercial banking indus-
try needed “a fundamental re-engineering” to support 
corporate activity in the transition to net zero. “This 
year alone, we have already helped our customers 

issue $170bn of green bonds with a broader range of 
structures and a greater variety of issuers than ever 
before. 

But the next phase of development will require 
more than just capital market activity,” Mr Quinn said.

The sustainable finance industry will experience a 

Aramco CEO, Amin Nasser

rapid growth spurt and is on track to reach “the first 
trillion-dollar year for green bonds,” he added. “in the 
first nine months of 2021, green social and sustainable 
bonds raised more than $777bn. 

That’s more than 60 per cent higher than the same 
period last year.”
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WORLD

Under the leadership of 
the Communist Party of China 
(CPC), the Chinese people have 
made a chain of remarkable 
achievements and the country 
has realized leapfrog develop-
ment, said Alberto Anaya Gut-
ierrez, president of the Labor 
Party of Mexico, in a recent in-
terview with People’s daily.

Since the 1990s, Anaya has 
visited China for over 10 times. 
According to the political lead-
er, he has been to many Chi-
nese cities, including Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Wu-
han, where he saw row upon 

row of skyscrapers, criss-cross 
roads as well as diversified ap-
plication scenarios of digital 
technologies. China’s tremen-
dous development achieve-
ments prove that its reform and 
opening-up is indeed a scien-
tific policy, he noted.

during his trips to China, 
Anaya paid visits to car factory, 
wind power equipment plant, 
and toy factory, among other fa-
cilities. He was really impressed 
by the widely used automatic 
production equipment at facto-
ries and considered it a mirror 
of China’s strong manufactur-

ing capacity and innovation 
vitality.

China has become a front 
runner in the world in cutting-
edge technologies, especially 
such fields as 5G communica-
tion, robotics, biology, satellite 
communication, high-speed 
rail, network and computer in-
formation technology, and has 
opened up new prospects for 
development, Anaya said.

He believes that technolo-
gies have made life easier for 
the Chinese people. “I once 
took a maglev train, which ran 
as fast as over 400 kilometers 

per hour, to the Shanghai Pu-
dong International Airport. It 
was such a wonderful experi-
ence,” he recalled, adding that 
the maglev train was fast and 
steady just like China’s develop-
ment.

The reason why the CPC, a 
century-old major party, has 
continuously achieved suc-
cesses and maintained vitality 
is that it has always prioritized 
the interests of the people, 
empathized and worked with 
them, and strived for their well-
being and better life, Anaya 
pointed out.

He has read carefully Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s book “Xi 
Jinping: 

The Governance of China” 
and found the Chinese leader’s 
ideas, including upholding 
and strengthening the CPC’s 
overall leadership, advancing 
high-quality economic devel-
opment, promoting harmoni-
ous coexistence between man 
and nature and jointly build-
ing a community with a shared 
future for mankind, really im-
pressive.

The “Chinese miracle” de-
rives from the leadership of the 

CPC, said Anaya, adding that 
China has achieved its poverty 
alleviation goals on schedule 
and built a moderately pros-
perous society in all respects, 
which provides precious expe-
rience in addressing the prob-
lem of poverty for other coun-
tries and political parties in the 
world.

Anaya believes that Xi’s ideas 
on governance are exerting 
a profound influence in the 
world.

The Belt and road Initiative 
(BrI) proposed by Xi, which 
involves not only economic 

cooperation but many other as-
pects for the purpose of achiev-
ing common development and 
prosperity, has facilitated trade 
and exchanges among coun-
tries, advanced infrastructure 
construction and manufactur-
ing in countries participating in 
the initiative, and benefited the 
employment and well-being of 
peoples around the world, said 
Anaya, who noted that Latin 
American and Caribbean coun-
tries have actively participated 
in the BrI construction and 
reaped tangible fruits.

           People’s Daily

‘Chinese miracle’ derives from the leadership of the CPC- Chief of Mexico’s Labor Party

BEIJING

CHIneSe President Xi Jin-
ping on Monday met with Un 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres via video link, vowing 
to enhance coordination with 
the Un to work for a new stage 
of balanced, coordinated and in-
clusive global development.

noting Monday marks the 
50th anniversary of the resto-
ration of the People’s republic 
of China’s lawful seat in the Un, 
Xi said the commemorative 
conference held by China is for 
reviewing the eventful course 
jointly covered by China and the 
Un and forging a better world 
together from a new historical 
starting point.

Xi said history has proven 
time and time again no matter 
how powerful a country is, it 
cannot dictate other countries 
by way of hegemony and, still 
less, dominate the world. In face 
of regional hotspot issues, we 
must abide by the purposes and 
principles of the Un Charter, 
respect the people’s will of the 
involved countries, and resort to 
a political settlement, he added.

Xi said there is only one sys-
tem, one order and one set 

of rules in the world, and all 
countries should act within 
this framework, rather than do 
whatever suits them. For major 
countries, they should respect 
each other, coexist peacefully 
and work for mutual benefit on 
a win-win basis, which serves 
the common interests of the in-
ternational community.

noting the COVId-19 pan-
demic has severely impacted 
development and people’s liveli-
hoods in all countries, especially 
the developing countries, Xi 
pointed out we should attach 
importance to and get work well 
done in both the joint pandemic 
response and the economic re-
covery.

He urged stepping up anti-
pandemic assistance to devel-
oping countries, as well as fair 
and reasonable distribution of 
vaccines globally to help make 
vaccines global public goods.

China is ready to enhance co-
ordination with the Un to pro-
mote the implementation of the 
Global development Initiative, 
address development predica-
ment in developing countries, 
help implement the Un 2030 
Sustainable development Agen-
da, and work for a new stage of 

balanced, coordinated and in-
clusive global development, Xi 
said.

He urged countries to actively 
implement the Paris Agreement, 
abide by the principle of com-
mon but differentiated respon-
sibilities, faithfully implement 
their respective responsibilities 
of emission reduction, and help 
developing countries accelerate 
economic transformation.

China will honor its words 
with deeds as it has announced 
nationally determined mea-
sures to respond to climate 
change, Xi said.

noting the 15th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological diver-
sity and the Second Un Global 
Sustainable Transport Confer-
ence, jointly held by China and 

the Un, have rallied new con-
sensus on sustainable develop-
ment, Xi said China will sup-
port the biodiversity protection 
cause in developing countries.

Xi stressed an important ex-
perience from the 50 years of 
cooperation between China and 
the Un is that we should hold fast 
to the Un ideals, stay committed 
to multilateralism, and earnestly 
contribute to world peace and 
development. China is ready to 
work with all countries, united 
under the Un flag, to forge a 
community of a shared future 
for humanity, said Xi.

For his part, Guterres con-
gratulated the People’s republic 
of China on the restoration of a 
lawful seat in the Un on Oct. 25 
50 years ago, and thanked China 
for supporting the Un’s work 

and playing a major role in pro-
moting world peace and devel-
opment, adding unilateralism is 
totally unacceptable.

He also voiced the Un’s ap-
preciation for China’s key role 
in poverty reduction, climate 
change response, biodiversity 
protection and promoting CO-
VId-19 vaccines as global public 
goods, adding the Un is willing 
to enhance cooperation with 
China on the Global develop-
ment Initiative.

Wang Huning, a member of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and a member of the 
Secretariat of the CPC Central 
Committee, attended the meet-
ing.

           Xinhua

Xi pledges enhanced coordination with UN 
for balanced, inclusive global development

CAIRO

egypt’s state of emergency 
will be lifted for the first time in 
years, President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi said on Monday.

egypt imposed a state of 
emergency in April 2017 after 
deadly bombings of churches 

and has since routinely extend-
ed it at three-month intervals, 
despite an improved security 
situation.

“egypt has become ... an oasis 
of security and stability in the 
region,” Sisi wrote in a Facebook 
post. “Hence it was decided, for 
the first time in years, to can-

cel the extension of the state of 
emergency in all areas of the 
country.” 

The state of emergency grant-
ed authorities sweeping powers 
to make arrests and crack down 
on what they call enemies of the 
state.

It was applied during the ex-

tension of a clamp-down on 
political dissent under Sisi that 
has swept up liberal as well as 
Islamist critics over the past few 
years.

egypt’s security forces have 
also been battling an insurgency 
by militants linked to Islamic 
State in northern Sinai, although 

they have recently consolidated 
their position in the area. Promi-
nent egyptian activist Hossam 
Bahgat welcomed the decision, 
saying it would stop the use of 
emergency state security courts, 
although it would not apply to 
some high-profile cases already 
referred to such courts.

Egypt ends state of emergency for 1st time in years
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MOSCOW

A POSSIBLe meeting of 
the foreign ministers repre-
senting the normandy Four 
countries (russia, France, 
Germany, Ukraine) should 
lead to real results and it’s pointless to hold it only to allow 
the Kiev regime continue its information crusade, russian 
Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told the 
Soloviev Live YouTube channel yesterday.

“The meeting should produce results and have a specific 
outcome in the form of some result, agreements, practical 
measures and steps that would help improve the situation 
and if not resolve the crisis, and then ensure progress to-
wards a solution,” she pointed out. “A meeting for the sake 
of meeting and the continuation of a political information 
campaign that the Kiev regime is engaged in would be point-
less,” Zakharova added.

“If there is a specific goal that is clearly prepared, then it is 
a yes. But if it’s another scheme aimed at actually dragging 
on the fuss that the we’ve seen the Kiev regime making in 
order to justify its steps, then it is a no,” the russian diplomat 
emphasized.

On October 13, Zakharova said that Moscow intended 
to continue mediation efforts within the normandy Four 
Group and the Contact Group for resolving the situation in 
donbass in order to settle the Ukrainian conflict, particu-
larly through the Foreign Ministry’s activities. 

She noted that the issue of a meeting between the nor-
mandy Four top diplomats was under consideration based 
on the orders that the leaders of russia, France and Ger-
many had handed down following their telephone call on 
October 11.     Agencies

Meeting of Normandy Four foreign ministers 
should lead to real results, suggests diplomat

Sudan capital locked down after 
coup triggers deadly unrest

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres via video link at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing on Monday. (Xinhua)

KhARtOuM

 rOAdS and shops closed, phones shut 
down and mosque loudspeakers sounded 
calls for a general strike in Sudan yesterday, a 
day after the army seized power in a coup that 
sparked unrest in which at least seven people 
were killed. 

Life in the capital, Khartoum, and its twin 
city, Omdurman, across the nile, came to a 
standstill, as soldiers blocked roads or barri-
cades set up by protesters. 

The night appeared to pass relatively quietly 
after Monday’s unrest, when protesters took to 
the streets after soldiers arrested Prime Minis-
ter Abdalla Hamdok and other civilians in the 
cabinet. A Health Ministry official said seven 
people were killed in clashes between protest-
ers and security forces. 

The leader of the takeover, Major General 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, dissolved the military 
and civilian Sovereignty Council that had been 
set up to steer Sudan toward democracy after 
the overthrow of former President Omar al-
Bashir in a popular uprising two years ago. 

Al-Burhan declared a state of emergency, 

saying the armed forces needed to protect 
safety and security. 

He promised to hold elections in July 2023 
and hand over power to an elected civilian 
government at that time. Arab news channels 
reported that on Tuesday, the committees that 
organize labor unions were dissolved. 

Sudan’s Information Ministry, which re-
mains loyal to Hamdok, said on its Facebook 
page that the transitional constitution only 
gave the prime minister the right to declare a 
state of emergency and that the army’s actions 
were considered a crime. She added that Ham-
dok was still the legitimate transitional author-
ity. 

The army closed the main roads and the 
bridge between Khartoum and Omdurman 
to vehicles. Banks and ATMs were closed, and 
mobile applications widely used to transfer 
money were inaccessible. 

Some bakeries were open in Omdurman but 
people were queuing for several hours longer 
than usual. 

“We are paying for this crisis,” said a man in 
his fifties looking for medicine at a pharmacy 
where stocks were low. “We cannot work, we 

can find no bread, no services and 
no money.” 

In the western city of el Genei-
na, citizen Adam Haroun said that 
there is complete civil disobedi-
ence, with schools, stores and gas 
stations closed. 

The Sudanese Professionals As-
sociation, an activist coalition that 
played a key role in the uprising 
that toppled al-Bashir, called a 
strike. 

The Information Ministry said 
Hamdok, an economist and for-
mer Un official, was arrested and 
transferred to an undisclosed loca-
tion on Monday after he refused 
to issue a statement in support of 
the takeover. The forces also ar-
rested civilian government figures 
and members of the Sovereignty 
Council. 

Western governments con-
demned the coup, called for the 
release of detained civilian lead-
ers, and threatened to cut aid Su-

dan needs to recover from an eco-
nomic crisis. 

The United States said it imme-
diately halted delivery of $700 mil-
lion in emergency support. 

Sudan for most of its post-co-
lonial history was ruled by mili-
tary leaders who seized power in 
coups. He has become a pariah 
by the West and has been on the 
US terror blacklist under Bashir, 
who hosted Osama bin Laden in 
the 1990s and is wanted by the In-
ternational Criminal Court in The 
Hague for war crimes. 

Since Bashir’s ouster, the mili-
tary has uncomfortably shared 
power with civilians under a tran-
sition period that was supposed to 
lead to elections in 2023. The coun-
try has been in tension since last 
month when it unleashed a failed 
coup plot, blamed on Bashir’s sup-
porters, unleashed mutual accusa-
tions. between the army and civil-
ians. .   Agencies

Palestine welcomes Europe’s position against 
Israeli settlement expansion in West Bank

RAMALLAh

 PALeSTInIAn Prime Minister Mohammed Ishtaye on 
Monday welcomed the european position that opposes the 
expansion of Israeli settlement in the West Bank.

In a press statement, Ishtaye called on both europe and 
the United States “to take firm positions to stop Israeli settle-
ment expansion in the Palestinian territories and to protect 
the principle of the two-state solution.”

 Ishtaye made the remarks shortly before he started a tour 
in europe to earn political and financial support for the Pal-
estinian people. “International inaction in dealing seriously 
with Israel’s violations of international laws would encour-
age Israel to carry out more seizure of Palestinian lands, 
homes, and properties,” Ishtaye added. 

On Monday, the european Union said in an official state-
ment that Israeli settlement is illegal according to interna-
tional law and represents an obstacle for achieving the two-
state solution and making just and comprehensive peace 
between the two sides.

The statement affirmed that it will not recognize any 
changes of the borders set before Israel occupied the Pal-
estinian territories in 1967, including east Jerusalem, and 
called on the Israeli government to stop the tenders for 
settlement buildings. 

About 7.7 million Somalis to need 
humanitarian aid in 2022 - UN

MOGADIShu

An estimated 7.7 million Somalis will require humanitar-
ian assistance in 2022 as decades of conflict, recurrent cli-
mate shocks, disease outbreaks and increasing poverty are 
devastating the people, the United nations has said.

The Un Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (UnOCHA) said that Somalia has an estimated 2.9 mil-
lion internally displaced people, one of the most in a single 
country in the world. 

“Of these, 2.2 million require urgent humanitarian assis-
tance,” UnOCHA said in its latest humanitarian report re-
leased on Sunday evening. 

There is a serious risk that the combined impact of con-
secutive seasons of below-average to poor rainfall can de-
velop into a major drought by early to mid-2022, the report 
said.  

According to the Un, Somalia remains on the frontline of 
climate change, which continues to induce crises resulting 
in widespread displacement, rapid urbanization, food inse-
curity, and increased poverty.

Climate change, the report said, is also increasingly under-
stood as a major driver of conflict in Somalia as the struggle 
for dwindling resources intensifies clan divisions and inter-
clan conflict.

   The Un forecast Somalia to experience its third con-
secutive season of below-average rainfall, which has already 
resulted in a sharp increase in food insecurity, especially in 
rural areas. 

            Xinhua
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On Oct. 25, 1971, the United na-
tions General Assembly (UnGA) ad-
opted at its 26th session Resolution 
2758 with an overwhelming major-
ity of votes (76 in favor, 35 opposed 
and 17 abstentions) to restore all the 
rights of the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) at the Un. The passage 
of the resolution represented a sig-
nificant victory of the diplomacy of 
the PRC as well as the forces of jus-
tice in the world.

The restoration of the lawful 
seat of the PRC in the Un ushered 
in a brand new chapter of the co-
operation between China and the 
Un. With courage and resolution, 
China has constantly integrated it-
self into the international system. 
It has joined almost all universal in-
tergovernmental organizations, and 
signed more than 600 international 
conventions and amendments.

As the only developing country 
among the permanent members of 
the Un Security Council, China has 
adhered to the Un Charter spirit 
and spoken up and acted for justice 
all along, playing a key role in safe-
guarding international equity and 
justice.

Over the past 50 years, multilat-
eralism has experienced rapid de-
velopment, and the international 
landscape has undergone profound 
changes. During the period, the col-
lective rise of emerging markets 
and developing countries around 
the world represented by China 
has greatly enhanced the forces for 
safeguarding world peace and de-
velopment.

While firmly safeguarding the in-
ternational system with the Un at 
its core, international order under-
pinned by international law, and the 
Un’s central role in international af-
fairs, China has created a miracle of 
human progress with its own de-
velopment, and made increasingly 
significant contributions to world 
peace and development.

China will make new and greater contributions to advancing noble cause of UN

BEIJING

WhIle major economies are 
pondering when to withdraw their 
ultra-loose monetary policies, China’s 
policymakers have a different issue in 
mind: how to better leverage financial 
tools to restructure the economy and 
secure high-quality development.

At the ongoing 2021 Annual Con-
ference of Financial Street Forum, 
China’s policymakers have shrugged 
off concern over the country’s slower 
economic growth in the third quarter, 
with full confidence about where the 
Chinese economy is heading. 

China’s super-large economy boasts 
strong resilience and the country can 
achieve its full-year economic target 
with this resilience underpinning 
its development, said Chinese Vice 
Premier liu he when addressing 
the opening ceremony of the forum 
Wednesday. In the opinion of Central 
Bank Governor Yi Gang, 

China’s economic system is “the 
most resilient one in the world,” as 
the country has successfully coped 
with the ravage of COVID-19, becom-
ing the first economy to grow last year 
and logging 9.8 percent growth in the 
first three quarters compared with the 
year’s target of over six percent. 

Combing through speeches deliv-
ered by policymakers at the forum, 
one might find that the real economy, 
green transition, and risk control are 
among China’s financial policy priori-
ties to boost economic recovery and 
secure more sustainability.

FUELING THE REAL ECONOMY
When the economy is battered by 

external shocks, market entities often 
face severe competition or even live-
or-die tests. 

That’s when the financial sector 
helps secure financing for those in 
need, Yi said. In tackling COVID-19, 
China has prioritized the task of main-
taining the vitality of the real economy. 

last year, China’s central bank 
rolled out three monetary and credit 
policy packages totaling 1.8 trillion 
yuan (about 281.7 billion U.S. dollars) 
targeting micro, small, and medium-
sized enterprises, followed by another 
300-billion-yuan re-lending fund this 
year. 

These monetary and credit mea-
sures, along with fiscal policies, have 
directly supported millions of market 
entities. So far, over 40 million entities 
have benefitted from inclusive small 
and micro-loans, said the governor.

Vice Premier liu he stressed that 
China has adopted a prudent mone-
tary policy that is flexible, precise, and 
appropriate, with a focus on key areas 
in its economic structure. 

Meanwhile, the multi-level capital 
market system has further improved 
with the establishment of the Beijing 
Stock exchange to increase financing 
support for innovative small and me-
dium-sized enterprises. 

he encouraged the financial sector 
to take a more proactive approach to 
better serving the real economy, chan-
neling more funds to small firms, and 
scaling up science and technological 
innovation support. 

Deeming the manufacturing in-
dustry key to deepening supply-side 
structural reform, China’s lenders 
have been funneling more funds to the 
sector. For instance, outstanding loans 
granted by the Industrial and Com-
mercial Bank of China to the manufac-
turing sector exceeded 2 trillion yuan 
in the first half of the year, said liao 
lin, head of the bank.

FINANCING A GREEN FUTURE
To meet the country’s carbon peak-

ing and neutrality goals, China’s finan-
cial policymakers have placed the 
transition to a low-carbon economy 
high on the agenda, despite COVID-
induced growth challenges. 

As one of the first countries to devel-
op green finance, China has, over the 
past five years, picked up pace in es-
tablishing a green finance framework. 
Shifting focus from anti-pollution to 
climate change mitigation, the coun-
try’s financial authorities revised the 
country’s green bond project catalog, 
raising green-bond project standards 
and clarifying environment-related 
information disclosure specifics for fi-
nancial institutions. 

To date, China’s outstanding green 
loans and stock of green bonds are 
near 14 trillion yuan and 1 trillion yuan, 
respectively, both ranking among the 
top globally. With zero green bond 

defaults reported, the country’s green 
financial assets remain generally solid.

In 2020, the country’s energy con-
sumption per unit of GDP continued 
to drop, while the share of clean en-
ergy in the total energy consumption 
mix rose 1 percent compared with 
2019, showing the country’s resolve to 
reboot the economy without sacrific-
ing the environment and ecology. 

China, together with the european 
Union and other economies, launched 
the International Platform on Sustain-
able Finance to push global coopera-
tion. 

The platform is expected to release 
unified green finance standards for 
China and europe soon, a move ex-
pected to effectively promote green 
and low-carbon development among 
more countries and regions. 

China’s central bank has also jointly 
initiated the network of Central Banks 
and Supervisors for Greening the Fi-
nancial System. With over 90 mem-

bers on board, this network aims to 
analyze climate change-triggered risks 
and accelerate the scaling up of green 
finance, representing part of China’s 
efforts in the sector.

WARDING OFF RISKS
While steering more funds to the 

real economy and green develop-
ment, China has also kept a cautious 
eye on lurking financing risks at home 
and abroad, stepping up supervision 
and striving to stabilize development.

 Vice Premier liu he urged efforts 
to defuse risks of small and medium-
sized financial institutions through 
reforms and appropriately handle 
default risks of a few large enterprises. 
noting that there are individual prob-
lems in the real estate market, liu said 
the risks are generally controllable. 
“Reasonable financing demand of the 
sector is being met, and the overall 
trend of a healthy property market 
will remain unchanged,” liu said.

Pan Gongsheng, deputy governor of 
the central bank, said financing behav-
ior and market prices of the real estate 
and relevant financial markets have 
gradually returned to normal, with ex-
cessive financialization of the housing 
market under control. 

Dismissing concerns over external 
financial risks, Pan said that the impact 
of the U.S. Federal Reserve policy shift 
on China’s foreign exchange market is 
controllable. 

“Cross-border capital flows will con-
tinue, and the exchange rate of Chi-
nese currency renminbi will remain 
stable at a reasonable and balanced 
level,” Pan said. The country’s solid 
economic fundamentals will guaran-
tee that China’s foreign exchange mar-
ket can cope with external shocks, Pan 
said.        Xinhua

World’s ‘most resilient’ economy leverages financial tools for better development

LONDON

The United Kingdom’s current 
relations with Russia are not the 
way london would like to see, 
British Prime Minister Boris John-
son said during a telephone con-
versation with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Monday.

“The Prime Minister was clear 
that the UK’s current relationship 
with Russia is not the one we want. 
he said significant bilateral difficul-
ties remain, including the poison-
ings in Salisbury in 2018. The Prime 
Minister also underscored the im-
portance of Ukrainian sovereign-
ty,” a Downing Street spokesperson 
said after their telephone call.

The Kremlin said after the con-
versation that the two leaders 
exchanged views on the current 
situation in bilateral relations and 
“expressed a common opinion that 
despite the existing problems Mos-
cow and london should establish 
cooperation in a number of areas.” 
According to the Kremlin, the sides 
agreed to “maintain necessary con-
tacts on the issues touched upon 
during the conversation.”

Putin’s previous telephone con-
versation with Johnson took place 
on May 8, 2020. Back then, the 
sides also expressed readiness to 
establish dialogue and cooperate 
on issues on the agenda of Russian-
British relations and on current in-
ternational problems.

The Russian president and the 
British prime minister met in Janu-
ary 2020 on the sidelines of the in-
ternational conference on libya in 
Berlin.    Agencies

British PM tells Putin 
Russia-UK relationship ‘is 
not the one’ London wants

WORlD neWS

WASHINGTON

The dialogue on strate-
gic stability is developing 
in a right direction, it is 
professional and substan-
tial, Russian Ambassador 
to the US Anatoly Antonov 
said, speaking at the Inter-
national Advisory Council 
of James Martin Center for 
nonproliferation Studies 
- CnS of Middlebury Insti-
tute of International Stud-
ies at Monterey (California) 
on Monday. 

“On September 30, Ge-
neva hosted the second 
round of consultations 
between the interagency 
delegations led by deputy 
foreign ministers. The con-
versation is developing in 
the right direction and of a 
professional and substan-
tive nature,” the Russian 
embassy’s Facebook page 
quoted him as saying.

 “An important result al-
ready achieved thus far is 
the definition of the goal of 
the strategic dialogue. The 
two Sides have agreed that 
it should focus on identify-
ing the parameters of an 
arms control regime to be 
built upon the new START 
Treaty,” the Russian am-
bassador noted.

According to the diplo-
mat, the delegations man-
aged to resolve organiza-
tional issues, among others. 
“Two working groups have 
been established to discuss 
common approaches to 
prospective arms control 
instruments, frameworks 
and goals for the future re-
gime,” he said. 

“The Sides have also 

Russian-US dialogue on strategic stability 
develops in right direction, says envoy

NEW DELHI

InDIA plans to expand a program 
aimed at boosting cycling infrastruc-
ture in its cities amid a national goal 
to promote a green lifestyle and curb 
air pollution. 

As part of the Smart City Mission, 
as many as 107 cities have been iden-
tified for rollout of dedicated cycling 
tracks, according to the federal min-
istry of housing and urban affairs.

earlier in the year that 41 cities 
have identified 400 kilometers of 
arterial roads and 3,500 km in neigh-
borhood areas to develop them as 

dedicated cycle lanes. 
As a long-term goal, Indian cities 

aim to create dedicated cycling infra-
structure of about 10,000 kms in the 
country, ministry officials said.

Green development has become 
a key concern of the Indian govern-
ment, prompting it to take several 
measures jointly with the local ad-
ministrations in the country to pro-
mote bicycle transport. 

Major Indian cities are setting up 
infrastructure for bicycles under the 
India Cycles4Change Challenge and 
Clean Air Action Plan devised by the 
federal government to combat air 

and sound pollution and to tackle 
traffic congestion.

last year, the Smart Cities Mission 
of the federal ministry of housing 
and urban affairs launched India 
Cycles4Change Challenge to inspire 
and support cities to implement 
cycling-friendly initiatives, and en-
courage commuters to pedal short 
distances to ease pressure on over-
burdened public transport. 

Around $573 million has been ear-
marked by the ministry for setting 
up dedicated cycling tracks, it said 
in a statement, adding that the fund 
will be utilized to install streetlights 

along the tracks and CCTV cam-
eras at junctions to promote safe 
cycling.

Also, with assistance from the 
Asian Development Bank, more 
than six thousand projects have 
been earmarked under the public-
private partnership model to pro-
mote safe cycling among Indian 
cities, the ministry said.

As part of celebrations to mark 
the 75th year of India’s indepen-
dence, a three-day campaign — the 
Freedom 2 Walk & Cycle Campaign 
— was launched on Oct 1, with over 
220 events organized across 100 

Indian cities to encourage cycling.
Alarming level of air and sound 

pollution, spiraling fuel prices, and 
commuters’ frustration with grid-
locked roads are all helping to re-
vive India’s love affair with cycling, 
environmentalists said.

eleven Indian cities received ad-
equate funding this year to scale 
up their cycling initiatives and to 
encourage them to shift to cycling 
as a mode of transport, according 
to the ministry.

lockdown restrictions amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic and concerns 
about getting into crowded buses 

and trains have encouraged some 
Indians to rediscover cycling as a 
good mode of transport for short 
distances, an official involved in 
the Smart City Mission said.

A survey undertaken by 50 cities 
ahead of the government’s cycling 
challenge found speeding vehicles, 
traffic congestion and pothole-rid-
dled roads deterred residents from 
riding a bike.

Other common complaints in-
cluded shortage of dedicated bike 
lanes, poor street lighting and — for 
female cyclists — sexual harassment.

  Agencies

agreed to deal with specific 
types and classes of weap-
ons, technologies and ac-
tivities that have an impact 
on strategic stability,” the 
envoy added.

The Russian ambassador 
noted that in this context 
“the Sides intend to discuss 
not only specific types and 
classes of nuclear and non-
nuclear weapons capable 
of performing strategic mis-
sions, but also the actions of 
the Sides that have a ‘strate-
gic effect’.”

 “It is our understanding 
that such an approach pro-
vides an opportunity for the 
two delegations to reach 
a set of agreements and 
understandings that may 
have different statuses and 
include measures in both 
arms control and risk reduc-
tion,” he explained.

The diplomat stressed 
that from the point of view 
of the Russian side, there 
should be no “precondi-
tions” for discussing par-
ticular topics in any of the 

working groups or at plena-
ry meetings in general. 

“The Russian Side is ready 
to discuss any national se-
curity or strategic stabil-
ity issues,” he emphasized, 
expressing hope that the 
American colleagues would 
not ignore Russia’s priori-
ties and concerns.

“The two great nuclear 
powers - Russia and the 
United States - should treat 
their bilateral relations 
carefully. Global strategic 
stability depends largely on 
our countries. For a reason, 
the backlog of problems 
and irritants accumulated 
in Russia-US affairs over 
the recent years is a mat-
ter of concern not only for 
Moscow and Washington, 
but also for capitals of other 
states,” the Russian envoy 
said.

The diplomat also 
stressed that it was impor-
tant not to politicize the dis-
cussion which is currently 
of a professional nature. 

“We understand that over 
the years of absence of the 
strategic stability dialogue 
our countries have accumu-
lated a backlog of questions. 
however, it is important to 
focus on the main issues 
and not to politicize the 
professional conversation 
on strategic stability that 
is gaining momentum. Of 
course, if the US Side pres-
ents its arguments in favor 
of expanding the dialogue 
on strategic stability, we will 
be open to them and will 
seek to figure out and de-
termine where, when and in 
what format such ideas can 
be discussed,” he noted.

Representatives to the United Nations (UN) applaud enthusiastically as the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) adopts at its 26th session a resolution with an overwhelming majority of votes to 
restore all the rights of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) at the UN, Oct. 25, 1971. (File photo)

India eyes cycling infrastructure boost amid pollution and pandemic woes

The past five decades have witnessed how the inter-
ests of countries become increasingly intertwined and 
their future more closely linked. When profound chang-
es and the COVID-19 pandemic, both unseen in a cen-
tury, are coupled, humanity is confronted by multiple 
risks and challenges, which requires strong and global 
responses.

China proposed building a community with a shared 
future for mankind and has always advocated building 
a consensus on jointly tackling challenges through the 
platform of the Un, which is the right choice conform-
ing to the trend of the times.

no matter how the international landscape evolves, 
China always holds high the banner of multilateralism 
and unswervingly safeguards the Un-centered interna-
tional system and the international order underpinned 
by international law, defends the legitimate rights and 
interests of developing countries, speaks out for justice 
for them on the international stage, and helps make the 
global governance system fairer and more reasonable.

From putting forward the well-known “Three Worlds” 
theory to making the scientific judgment that peace and 
development are the themes of today’s world, and from 
proposing the establishment of a new international po-
litical and economic order to calling for the construc-
tion of a harmonious world and promoting the build-
ing of a community with a shared future for mankind, 
China has contributed wisdom and solutions to advanc-
ing world peace and development at every historical 
juncture.

China has spared no effort to support international 

cooperation against COVID-19, put 
forward the idea of building a global 
community of health for all, called 
for working together on global eco-
logical civilization construction, 
building a shared future for all life 
on earth, and fostering a commu-
nity of life for man and nature, and 
proposed a Global Development 
Initiative and the idea of building a 
global community of development 
with a shared future.

Such endeavors have manifested 
China’s firm resolve and earnest 
action to safeguard and practice 
multilateralism and support the 
development of the cause of the 
Un, and helped the rest of the 
world see more clearly the positive 
changes brought to the world by 
China’s continuous development 
and understand better the impor-
tant value of the idea of building a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind.

As Un Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said, China has become “a 
strong pillar of multilateralism” and 
the aim of practicing multilateral-
ism is to build a “shared future.”

                People’s Daily

Delegates attend the opening ceremony and plenary session of the 2021 Annual 
Conference of Financial Street Forum in Beijing, capital of China, Oct. 20, 2021. 
Xinhua
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By Correspondent John Kimbute

LISTENING to how the NBC Premier 
League is being looked at by soccer pun-
dits in various outlets, for this matter in 
early or midmorning discussions over 
FM radios in the city, some questions 
come up that aren’t easy to answer.

Trying to put head and tail together 
one discovers that there are two sorts 
of commentary, which are often min-
gled together somewhat subtly but they 
are apparent for at least a portion of lis-
teners, the sort that belongs to fans and 
airing feelings, and those that arise from 
expertise in the game.

Yet as is also the case in soccer itself ex-
pertise isn’t something always learned in 
a classroom; experience helps.

Listeners have two distinct spheres of 
premier league interest, first at home and 
then the England Premier League, which 
is prominent among the fans compared 
to other UEFA circuit members like the 
Bundesliga, La Liga of Spain, or Serie A 
in Italy.

Years of following these leagues and 
the discipline arising from betting – as 
it gradually moves from a game of luck 
to science of sports prediction – have 
brought an amount of skill and acumen 
in how the leagues are followed.

They nearly rival more adept com-
mentary from former top players and 
their anchoring hosts, capturing the 
home audience in place of other outlets.

There is an aspect of commentary 
sharpened or pioneered by the late 
Theogenes Alex Kashasha that isn’t quite 
getting off the ground, as analysis is still 
focused on holistic impressions, for in-
stance, the match result and how it can 
be explained from the run of play.

The trouble with this kind of analysis is 
that it leans heavily on hindsight, instead 
of explaining the game as it moves on, 
for instance, the sort of move, or style of 
handling the ball, that could have made 
a difference.

That is where Kashasha used to excel, 
though in part he is remembered more 
for describing the move a player took, or 
how another responded.

Thus local commentary is to an ex-
tent tied to the feelings of local fans, with 
anchors and pundits being the peers of 
those fans with a sharper insight or peer-
ing into the game, but with the commen-
tary laced with assumptions or expecta-
tions of match dynamics that arise from 
the wishful thinking of being a fan.

Seeking out links between soccer commentary 
and playing level in NBC Premier League    

Vice President, Phillip Mpango.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

VICE President of the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Philip Mpango, 
will lead more than 2000 athletes in 
this year’s Mazingira Marathon to be 
held for the first time in the country.

Local and foreign athletes are 
expected to run in the race on 
November 14, the race will start and 
end at the Green, Oysterbay in Dar es 
Salaam.

The coordinator of the race, Amon 
Mkoga, said the race aims to support 
the government’s efforts in conserving 
the environment in the country.

He said the athletes would compete 
in the half marathon, 10 kilometers 
and five kilometers which the Vice 
President would also run.

Mkoga disclosed: ‘’Preparations 
have begun for runners to register 
online, this race apart from promoting 
environmental stewardship that will 
go hand in hand with tree planting, 
will support maternity facilities for 
mothers.”

“In providing the equipment, we 
are partnering with TASAF and these 
supplies will be distributed to poor 
households in various parts of the 
country,” he said.

Namungo FC winger, Shiza Kichuya (L), challenges Azam FC left fullback, Bruce Kangwa, as 
the squads faced off in the ongoing NBC Premier League’s match, played in Dar es Salaam 
recently. PHOTO: NAMUNGO FC

SPORTS

One of the artists that are set to grace the race, Haruna 
Kahena ‘Inspector Haroun’, who is as well one of the 
runners in the 5km race said he wishes local runners 
emerge victoriously.

He said apart from having prominent local athletes, it 
is part of training for others and he for that matter called 
on people to turn out in large numbers to participate in 
it.

A half marathon is a road running event of 21.0975 
kilometers (13 miles 192.5 yards)— half the distance of a 
marathon.

It is common for a half marathon event to be held 
concurrently with a marathon or a 5K race, using almost 
the same course with a late start, an early finish, or 
shortcuts.

If finisher medals are awarded, the medal or ribbon 
may differ from those for the full marathon.

The half marathon is also known as a 21K, 21.1K, or 
13.1 miles, although these values are rounded and not 
formally correct.

A half marathon world record is officially recognized 
by the International Association of Athletics Federations.

The official IAAF world record for men is 57:32, set by 
Kibiwott Kandie of Kenya in December 2020 in Valencia, 
Spain, and for women is 1:04:51, set by Joyciline Jepkosgei 
of Kenya on October 22, 2017, in Valencia, Spain.

Participation in half marathons has grown steadily 
since 2003, partly because it is a challenging distance, 
but does not require the same level of training that a 
marathon does.

In 2008, Running USA reported that the half marathon 
is the fastest-growing type of race

Several pointed tech-
nical observations and 
modes of analysis come up, 
for instance with forma-
tions and player combina-
tions that work or failed to 
work, which are informa-
tive to the inquiring listen-
er but rather unhelpful for 
those looking for security 
for their views.

Or solace for betting fail-
ures, as to such a group it is 
the wider explanation that 
makes sense, in the man-
ner of blaming a player, 
coach, etc.

While blanket viewing of 
results from set perspec-
tives of being a fan of this or 
that club is generally frus-
trating, a specific genre of 
frustration is likely to come 
up for several listeners 
who angle for depth and 
acumen in how games are 
approached.

The ire arises from analy-
sis tinged with support for 
perennial city arch-rivalry 
underdogs as they adopt a 
sneering attitude to match 
analysis, don’t work hard 
enough on various issues 

surrounding premier league sides.
They tend to focus singularly on laughing off whatever 

is mentioned, positively or in terms of projection, for the 
champion side of the past several years. 

These discussions need serious or projecting analysis to 
be taken up by pundits and club technical benches as an 
aspect of peer review, but their schedule of things is con-
stantly invaded by the wishful thinking of club fans.

And with city rivals arch-underdogs able to get a win or 
two in city derby encounters, this aggressive lack of real-
ism can’t be tamed by any series of victories by the cham-
pion side, even admittedly incredible performance against 
top sides on the CAF Champions League circuit.

Here there is an often forgivable classification of North 
African teams as ‘Arabs,’ thus using a lot of breath to dis-
cuss, rather aimlessly, what this or that side can do about 
‘Arabs’ instead of real technique.

There is still of course a distinctive separation of round-
tables on matches and coming events by experts and an-
chors, as compared to phoning in by the fans, what DSTV 
calls ‘fan zone,’ as in the latter case there is the unbridled 
expression of wishful thinking and make-believe.

Whatever their drawbacks, these exchanges of views 
and sentiments at least show how premier league soccer 
in the UEFA circuit is making its way into local sports cul-
ture, where even small children in night shows of UEFA 
Champions League can tell a replacement player say for 
Real Madrid by his look.

He would know it is, says Isco or Asensio without hav-
ing to wait for the dashboard to say who is coming in, and 
for whom – a welcome level of familiarity with the UEFA 
circuit also boosted by betting, enhancing youths’ soccer 
imagination.

Vice President set to grace 
Mazingira Marathon    

By Guardian Reporter

DAR ES SALAAM’s Alaf Aces B 
cricketers posted 45-run drubbing of 
Caravans B squad to end this season’s Dar 
es Salaam Cricket (DC) Mwalimu Nyerere 
Memorial League (MNML)’s Division B 30 
Overs’ with smiles.

Since both needed to win the game 
convincingly, Alaf Aces B skipper Raza 
Baloch chose to bat first after his club 
won the toss.

On the very third ball of the duel, they 
lost one of their best cricketers, Imran 
Khan, and in came Imtiyaz Yusuf which 
meant a complete change of approach 
from Alaf Aces B.

Yusuf normally comes in a bit further 
down the batting order to stabilize the 
ship and in such cases they usually send 
a holding batsman, once one of their top 
order cricketers is dismissed.

They nevertheless sent the in-form 
Yusuf in to bat but risking playing him 
up the batting order was also a tricky 
move, given they would have placed 
themselves in a precarious position had 
the approach failed.

Captain Baloch had plenty o trust in 
Yusuf and gave him the license and he, 
along with Ravi Kumar, put in a stable 
partnership of 91 runs in the next 13 
overs, with Yusuf being the aggressive 
player.

Once Kumar got out, in came youthful 
cricketer Jaffary Kanyita and they quickly 
put up a 48-run partnership in the next 
five overs.

And when century looked on the cards 
for Yusuf the cricketer was dismissed via 
run out 15 runs short of the expected 100 
runs.

Soon the promising Kanyita was 
dismissed with a team score of 150 runs 
for four wickets in 20 overs, paving way 
for Baloch.

Baloch had tough work, what with the 
manner he started batting, he was close 
to clearing the boundary with one drive, 
he went fo no-nonsense approach the 

Alaf Aces B cricketers clobber Caravans 
B in Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial League

Alaf Aces B outfit’s skipper Imtiyaz Yusuf poses for a picture with best player of the match 
honour once the squad locked horns with Caravans B in this season’s Mwalimu Nyerere 
Memorial League (MNML)’s Division B 30 Overs fixture which took place recently. PHOTO: 
ALAF ACES B 
same way Yusuf did.

The skipper was ably supported by 
Raj Jathan who used his power to put 
some quick runs on the board, along with 
assistant skipper, Jatin Prajapati.

The team scored a handsome 251 
runs, with Baloch notching a handsome 
quickfire 55 runs, comprising seven fours 
and two sixes.

Nathan’s 28 runs consisted of one six 
and three fours, Jatin scoring 11 runs from 
seven balls including two boundaries, it 
was a valiant team effort that was required.

In reply, Alaf Aces B bowled decently 
and limited their opponents to 210 runs 
for the loss of nine wickets, with Caravans 
B promising cricketer Johnson Nyambo 
scoring a maiden half-century.

Middle-order cricketer, Sobin Joseph 

made his presence count with solid shots, 
ending with 33 runs consisting o three 
fours and two sixes.

Skipper Vineeth Chandran chipped in 
with 32 runs which consisted o two fours 
and a sixer.

Opener Anand Ram, tail-ender Vivek 
Acharya, and Harith Kisauje, also ended as 
the side’s cricketers with two-digit figures, 
scoring 24 runs, 12 runs, and unbeaten 10 
runs respectively.

Much as Alaf Aces B came out victorious, 
the cricketers have not booked a place in 
this season’s MNML Division B’s knockout 
stage.

It was a sad end but there were a lot of 
positives to take from their displays as they 
move to this season’s showdown, the MCC 
T20 competition starting next week.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

KURASINI Heat Basketball Club has officially started training to prepare for the preliminary 
qualification round of the Basketball Africa League finals for Group of E, which will be held at the 
National Indoor Stadium in Dar es Salaam from October 26-31.

Group E consists of Kurasini Heat (Tanzania), City Oilers (Uganda), Brave Hearts (Malawi), and 
New Stars (Burundi).

A total of 26 teams will participate in the 2021 Basketball Africa League qualifying tournament, 
dubbed ‘Road to BAL’.

Four cities namely Johannesburg (South Africa), Yaounde (Cameroon), Conakry (Guinea), and 
Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) are hosting the group phase.

These 16 teams will be divided into two groups (G and H) of eight teams apiece. Elite 16 Round 
will take place from November 16-21 (Group G) and December 14-19 (Group H).

The teams that finish in the top three places of Groups G and H will qualify for the Final Phase 
of the Basketball Africa league.

These six teams will join the six automatically qualified teams from Angola, Egypt, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Tunisia, and an outfit from a country, which is yet to be determined.

The tournament, which will bring together eight teams that are champions in their respective 
national leagues, offers the teams with an opportunity to be among the 16 teams that will have 
the opportunity to participate in the Basketball Africa League.

The continental showdown is a league operating under the control of the USA’s NBA League, 
with Rwanda once again serving a the hosts in 2022.

Kurasini Heat, the National Basketball League’s Champions for the year 2020, will represent 
Tanzania in this year’s continental championship after missing out on featuring in the previous 
showpiece. Despite not performing well in the Dar es Salaam Regional Basketball Association 
League this season, the Heat will go camping to make sure it represents the country well for the 
first time.

The team is now determined to make a good signing after losing its talented players including 
Amin Mkosa who joined the Brave Hearts of Malawi.

This will be the very first time for a Tanzanian basketball team to participate in the league 
sanctioned by the NBA League and the Heats will have no other chance than this to showcase 
their talents.

For the domestic players, this will be a huge platform for them to make sure they stamp 
authority to have the opportunity to play in top leagues in the continent like Egypt and Tunisia.

The 24-team ‘Road to BAL 2022’ is split into six groups with 12 teams competing in the West 
Division, and 12 teams drawn in the East Division.

Groups A and B will take place in Conakry (October 29-31); Cameroon’s capital city of Yaounde 
will play home to Group C (October 29-31), and Dar es Salaam will be host Groups D and E 
(October 29-31).

To join the champions of Angola, Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal, Tunisia, and a host team from 
Rwanda, in the Final Round, the 24 ‘Road to BAL’ teams will play three games each in the Group 
Phase from October 21-29.

And the teams that finish in the top two places from each group and four other teams will be 
awarded wild cards to compete in the Elite 16 Round to be played in November and December.

Kurasini Heats steps preps for BAL Qualifiers
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LONDON

oLE Gunnar solskjaer is fight-
ing to save his job as Manchester 
United manager, with sources tell-
ing EspN that the 48-year-old had 
already lost the faith of a sizable 
number of his squad even before 
sunday’s 5-0 defeat against Liver-
pool.

EspN has also been told that 
the United hierarchy are aware 
that former Juventus, Chelsea and 
Inter Milan coach Antonio Conte 
is prepared to return to manage-
ment at old trafford.

Another prominent candidate, 
ex-real Madrid manager Zinedine 
Zidane, is not interested should 
the United job become available, 
sources tell EspN’s Julien Laurens. 

solskjaer, initially appointed as 
interim manager following the 
sacking of Jose Mourinho in De-
cember 2018, has now lost five of 
his last nine games, and sources 
said that his support in the dress-
ing room is largely limited to the 
core of United’s British players 
and a small number of the team’s 
overseas players.

Although EspN has been told 
the atmosphere around the club 
is nowhere close to being “as toxic 
as it was under Mourinho,” the de-
feat to Liverpool has cast an air of 
resignation around old trafford 
about solskjaer’s future as man-
ager.

EspN has been told that solsk-
jaer’s inability to solve the team’s 
defensive problems, his apparent 
“favouritism” of underperforming 
players and reluctance to hand 
opportunities to Jesse Lingard, 
Donny van de Beek and Nemanja 
Matic has led to some players 
openly criticising the manager to 
teammates while on international 
duty.

sources also said that senior 
players have become exasperated 
by solskjaer’s failure to impose 
his authority on United’s misfiring 
forwards.

one source cited the lack of un-
derstanding between Cristiano 
ronaldo and Mason Greenwood 
as being down to solskjaer and his 
inability to force the pair to link 
up more convincingly. teammates 
have noticed that the pair rarely 
pass to each other in attacking po-
sitions and that ronaldo is becom-
ing visibly irritated by his young 
teammate’s decision to shoot 
rather than pass in goal-scoring 
positions.

Although sources said that sol-
skjaer is not an unpopular figure 
within the squad (unlike Mour-
inho and his predecessor, Louis 
van Gaal), there is a belief that the 
former Molde manager lacks the 
experience, mentality and cre-
dentials of pep Guardiola, Jurgen 
Klopp and thomas tuchel.

sources said that senior players 
want more tactical direction from 
solskjaer and his coaches, but that 
he has been found wanting in that 
area.

Conte, who resigned as Inter 
coach after guiding the club to 
the serie A title last season, has a 
track record of imposing tactical 
demands on his teams, and win-
ning domestic titles with Juventus, 
Chelsea and Inter supports his 
credentials as a coach with a suc-
cessful CV.

sources told EspN that there 
has been a reluctance within Unit-
ed to turn to Conte, who is regard-
ed within the game as an abrasive 
and demanding character, but 
there is also a realisation at old 
trafford that he is the best option 
available should they have to find 
a replacement for solskjaer.

Mauricio pochettino has been 
a long-term target for United, 
but the former tottenham coach 
is now in charge at paris saint-
Germain and, despite an uncon-
vincing start to the season, is not 
expected to be available anytime 
soon.

   ESPN

Man Utd stars turn on Ole; 
Conte eyed – sources 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

A CULtUrE of mediocrity has set in 
at Manchester United, and it has noth-
ing to do with manager ole Gunnar 
solskjaer. In many ways, solskjaer is 
merely a victim of the erosion of stand-
ards and expectancy caused by the 
club’s owners, the Glazer family, and 
their senior executives at old trafford.

Neither the Glazers nor Ed Wood-
ward, the outgoing executive vice-
chairman, were at old trafford on 
sunday as solskjaer suffered what he 
described as his “darkest day” in foot-
ball, with United humiliated 5-0 by bit-
ter rivals Liverpool, and their absence 
from their team’s biggest domestic 
game of the season epitomised the 
apathy at the top of the club.

If the owners or the man in charge 
of running the club on a day-to-day ba-
sis cannot find the time to watch Man-
chester United play Liverpool from 
the plush seats in the directors’ box -- a 
game that those very same executives 
wanted to become a staple fixture of 
a breakaway European super League 
just six months ago -- then can they 
really claim to be focused on ensur-
ing that United return to the position 
of power and dominance that they 
occupied until sir Alex Ferguson re-
tired as manager in 2013?

since Ferguson stepped down 
eight years ago and the Glazers and 
Woodward took full control of the 
club -- Ferguson was the last United 
manager to run the club from top to 
bottom -- United have won just three 
major trophies (an FA Cup, Carabao 
Cup and Europa League) with two 
runners-up finishes in the premier 
League the best they have mustered. 
Within that period, United have nev-
er finished above Manchester City in 
the table. 

And since solskjaer took charge 
in December 2018, when he initially 
replaced Jose Mourinho on an in-
terim basis before being confirmed 
as permanent manager the follow-
ing March, United have won nothing. 
they have become a “nearly team,” 
losing four semifinals and a Europa 
League final. 

While fans want trophies and 
bragging rights over rivals, owners 
can measure success differently. 

United will argue that solskjaer has 
made gradual progress in his time as 
manager, improving the team’s league 
position every season and reshaping 
the squad with expensive additions, 
while also keeping hold of the club’s 
stars. But whenever the pressure has 
been on and United have been faced 
with a game they must win, solskjaer 
and his players have consistently fallen 
short.

Yet at the end of last season, when 
multiple premier League winner pep 
Guardiola and Champions League-
winning thomas tuchel were handed 
two-year contract extensions by City 
and Chelsea, respectively, the Glazers 
and Woodward deemed solskjaer to 
be worthy of a new three-year con-
tract at United. Why? Because United 
no longer operate to the same high 
standards that defined the club under 
Ferguson’s leadership. Mediocrity is 
now enough to impress the Glazers.

Chelsea and City have been the 
most successful English clubs of the 
past decade, and while much of that 
is undoubtedly down to the financial 
might of their respective owners, ro-
man Abramovich and sheikh Man-
sour bin Zayed al Nahyan, it is also 
because both clubs have an insatiable 
appetite for trophies that comes 
from the top and owners who are 
much more involved.

Chelsea’s approach is to be ruth-
lessly demanding. If a manager is 
failing, he is replaced. Even club leg-
end Frank Lampard was sacked by 
Abramovich, who made the change 
last season and then saw tuchel 
transform the team and guide them 
to Champions League glory.

At City, sheikh Mansour’s Abu 
Dhabi hierarchy have long worked 
to a policy of appointing the abso-
lute best in every key position in 
the club. they hired Guardiola as 
coach, former Barcelona director 
Ferran soriano as chief executive 
and gave txiki Begiristain, Barce-
lona’s former sporting director, re-
sponsibility for player recruitment 
as director of football. Liverpool 
have also gone for the best, appoint-
ing Jurgen Klopp as manager and 
trusting sporting director Michael Ed-
wards to make the club a formidable 
operator in the transfer market.

Man United’s mediocrity is down to the Glazers

All hail Mohamed Salah, the king 
of African, and European, football 

By Ed Dove, Special to ESPN 

It was inevitable that Liverpool’s 
Mohamed salah would eclipse Di-
dier Drogba as Africa’s all-time top 
scorer in the premier League, al-
though no one could have predicted 
he’d do it in such resounding fashion.

Elsewhere, Napoli’s Victor osim-
hen gave roma boss Jose Mourinho 
something to think about in the 
Derby del sud, while Arsenal striker 
pierre-Emerick Aubameyang’s re-
vival continued apace against Aston 
Villa.

*salah hits another gear
After weeks of scintillating perfor-

mances, during which salah took his 
game to another level for the reds, 
he hit yet a new gear on sunday as a 
pitiful Manchester United side were 
shown no mercy at old trafford.

the reds ran out 5-0 winners to 
inflict upon United one of their worst 
ever defeats, and their worst against 
their bitterest rivals since 1895.

Understandably, the red Devils’ 
misery, disorganisation, and the 
future of manager ole Gunnar sol-
skjaer dominated the agenda in the 
aftermath of such an infamous loss, 
but Liverpool’s exploits -- and salah’s 
latest masterclass -- deserve their fair 
share of attention.

For Jurgen Klopp’s side, con-
secutive away victories by five-goal 
margins in which they’ve failed to 
concede -- the first team to do this 
since United in 1960 -- eradicates any 
doubt that they’re firmly back as ti-
tle contenders, yet even in a team of 
such quality, salah is a cut above.

After equalling Ivorian Drogba’s 
longstanding African record of 104 
goals against Watford last weekend, 
he duly surpassed that tally in the 
38th minute -- having earlier set up 
Naby Keita for the reds’ opener -- to 
add Liverpool’s third during a riot-
ous first half.

In the fourth minute of first-half 
stoppage time, salah added goal 
number 106 -- equalling former tot-
tenham Hotspur and England striker 
Darren Bent in the all-time standings 
-- to ensure United trailed by four 
goals at home for the first time in the 
premier League era.

Five minutes into the second half, 
salah’s hat-trick was complete. Goal 
number 107 took him level with Unit-
ed legend paul scholes at joint 26th 
in the all-time prem standings -- an 
uncomfortable footnote in this day 
of ignominy for all of a red Devils 

Mohamed Salah and Naby Keita combined for Liverpool’s opening goal against Manchester United. Salah went on to score a hat-trick and become Africa’s top scorer in 
Premier League history. (Agencies)

they put the ball in the net, do you 
see the way he runs?

“the purpose he has to press the 
ball, and how he’s leading the game. 
I prefer this Auba. For me it is a click. 
It is a combination that realising that 
his role has to go well beyond [what 
is was previously].

*When osimhen catches your eye, 
it’s amore

Another striker enjoying a fine 
start to the new campaign is Nigeria 
frontman Victor osimhen, though 
his Napoli side lost their unbeaten 
serie A record in this weekend’s 
derby.

He may not have scored in the 
partenopei’s 0-0 draw at As roma, 
but his performance prompted a re-
sponse from home boss Jose Mour-
inho, who made little secret of how 
difficult his team found it to neutral-
ise the forward.

Mourinho told roma’s official web-
site: “I liked [our] organisation and 
the way we controlled osimhen’s at-
tempts to get into space, [at least] on 
one hand, because controlling him is 
far from easy.

While Mourinho ultimately suc-
ceeded in neutralising osimhen, 
whose frustrations bubbled over 
when he kicked out at Gianluca Man-
cini, it could have been a different 
story on another day, with the West 
African on the finishing end of many 
fine Napoli moves.

He twice hit the woodwork -- once 
from close range on the hour mark, 
and moments later with a header 
from a corner -- while another ear-
lier effort was blocked as he sought 
to break the deadlock.

two minutes from time -- with 
Mourinho already sent to the stands 
for theatrical touchline protests -- 
osimhen thought he’d won the bout 
when he headed home, only for the 
effort to be ruled out for offside.

persuasion.
None of his old trafford-silencing 

goals were quite as mesmerising as 
his sensational efforts against Man-
chester City and Watford, yet his 
first two strikes showcased salah’s 
intelligent movement and finishing, 
while the third -- owing a lot to a fine 
through-ball from Jordan Hender-
son -- was finished with the aplomb 
of a player at the absolute top of his 
game. His hat-trick was the first time 
since April 2003 that an opposition 
player has netted three goals at the 
theatre of Dreams.

on that occasion, it was the origi-
nal - phenomenal - ronaldo decimat-
ing sir Alex Ferguson’s Champions 
League hopefuls. this isn’t bad com-
pany to be in, and salah does not 
look out of place rubbing shoulders 
with such giants.

salah’s now scored in his last 10 
appearances for Liverpool -- an un-
matched feat by a premier League 
player since he arrived at Anfield in 
2017 -- and has scored 14 since last 
failing to net against Burnley on Au-
gust 21.

It’s an irresistible run of form, and 
his African record is all the more 
impressive considering salah has 
struck 107 goals in 167 prem appear-
ances compared to Drogba’s 104 in 
254. He insists, however, that his fo-
cus is on helping Liverpool retain the 
league title.

“We won the premier League two 
years ago, we know what it takes,” 
the Egypt forward said. “It’s still 
[just] one game.

“of course, you win away against 
Man United it’s something really 
big, but still at the end of the day it’s 
three points. We need to focus on 
our games in the cup and then focus 
on the premier League in the next 
game.”

the only negative for Liverpool 

during their sensational sunday 
came with the latest injury setback 
for Keita, who was stretchered off in 
the 63rd minute after a lunge from 
paul pogba which earned the United 
substitute a red card.

It is yet another setback for the 
Guinea midfielder, whose time at 
Anfield has been punctuated by inju-
ries, and is particularly unfortunate 
in light of his display against United 
in which he netted the opener and 
assisted salah’s first.

*Aubameyang continues to rebuild
While salah’s relentless form con-

tinues, another player who’s mount-
ing a fine run of his own is Arsenal 
skipper Aubameyang.

Written off in some quarters fol-
lowing his miserable last season, the 
Gabon striker was among the goals 
again as the Gunners downed Aston 
Villa 3-1 on Friday.

Here, he flourished when again 
paired with Alexandre Lacazette, 
and added Arsenal’s second after 
thomas partey had opened the scor-
ing when his penalty kick was saved 
by Emiliano Martinez, who was 
unable to prevent the ex-Borussia 
Dortmund man from netting the re-
bound.

Auba also contributed the assist 
for the outstanding Emile smith 
rowe -- who embodied Arsenal’s 
youthful vigour and reckless aban-
don -- to round off an eye-catching 
first hour.

the striker now has seven goals 
this season across the premier 
League and the League Cup, and 
while all of his four league goals have 
only come at the Emirates stadium, 
Mikel Arteta appears delighted with 
his frontman.

“I have never seen Auba transmit 
what he is doing now,” Arteta told 
the club’s official website. “Apart 
from the goals, the celebration when 



By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIAN professional footballer, Adam Salamba, has vowed to 
do well in Algeria by netting goals for his new outfit, Jeunesse Sport-
ive de la Saoura, just a few days after he was introduced as the of-
ficial player from Tanzanian squad Namungo FC.

JS Saoura has used its social media pages to introduce the striker 
by saying he will serve them for the next two seasons as he is handed 
jersey number nine.

According to the outfit, the attacker has already joined his team-
mates in preparation for this season.

Salamba said: ‘’I am grateful for the trust that the technical bench 
and the club have shown me, I have started a new life in Algeria and 
my promise to them is to make them happy, I will do everything in 
my power to help the team achieve goals.”

“This is my first time playing football in Algeria but I believe I will 
have a good season with my teammates,” Adam, former Simba SC 
striker, stated.

Salamba, who used to play professional football in Kuwait, will 
be the second Tanzanian to play for JS Saoura behind Thomas 
Ulimwengu.

Ulimwengu, in the 13 games he played for the team in 2019 after 
joining it from Al-Hilal Club of Sudan, scored one goal.

After Salamba’s introduction stakeholders and various fans of the 
team expressed varying views on their outfit’s social media pages 
due to the registration of the player.

A supporter, Nouar Dehina, said: ‘’This could be a great signing, 
I’ve tried to track him down and he seems to be a good striker with 
the ability to use force and intelligence.”

JS Saoura’s fan, Khalifa Hassan, said: “I can’t say anything at the 
moment because he is a completely new striker in my eyes maybe 
he could be good.”

JS Soura will start its first top-flight match on Friday against Brisk-
ra in the Algerian Ligue 1, with the northern Africa team booking a 
place in the CAF Confederation Cup playoffs stage.

All hail Mohamed Salah, the king of 
African, and European, football 

Simba SC mutually terminates 
contract with coach Didier Gomes   

Tanzanian footballer vows 
to excel in Algeria top tier

Zanzibar Blue 
Economy Half 
Marathon organizers 
donate 20m/- to 
Isles community

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC has appointed Burun-
dian coach Thierry Hitimana as the 
side’s interim head coach, replac-
ing Frenchman Didier Gomes Da 
Rosa, who has asked to resign.

Gomes’ departure comes just 
days after Simba was knocked 
out of 2021/22 CAF Champions 
League’s second preliminary 
round by Jwaneng Galaxy FC of Bo-
tswana after suffering a 3-1 defeat 
in a rematch, which took place Dar 
es Salaam, making it 3-3  aggregate.

Gomes neither sat on the bench 
nor stood on Simba’s touchline, 
when the squad faced Botswana 
champions, due to a lack of creden-
tials, as his certificates hardly meet 
the criteria set by CAF.

The Frenchman is leaving the 
Msimbazi Street side after joining 
the squad midway through the 
2020/2021 season and winning Pre-
mier League and the Azam Sports 
Federation Cup (ASFC), as well as 
leading Simba to the quarterfinals 
of the 2020/21 CAF Champions 
League.

Simba yesterday issued a state-
ment, saying: “Simba has approved 
the request of head coach Didier 
Gomes Da Rosa to leave the outfit 
from today, October 26, 2021.’’

“After careful evaluation and dis-
cussion, both parties have agreed  
on his outfit’s bench in accordance 
with the agreement and the com-
mon good.’’

“As a result, former assistant 
coach Thierry Hitimana will be 
Simba’s head coach in the interim 
period with the help of assistant 
coach Selemani Matola.”

“In addition, the club has also 
made minor changes to the techni-
cal bench by terminating the con-
tracts of former goalkeeping coach 
Milton Nienov and fitness coach 
Adel Zrane.”

“Simba Sports Club thanks coach 
Gomes and his bench for the suc-
cess they have achieved during 
their service to Simba and wishes 
them well in their other roles wher-
ever they go,’’ he statement, ob-
tained by The Guardian, disclosed.

During his tenure, Gomes lead 
Simba to 33 games in all competi-
tions, winning 25 matches, four 
draws, and four defeats, the squad 
scored 67 goals, conceded 19 goals, 
and notched 17 clean sheets.

For the newly promoted coach, 
Hitimana, who previously coached 
Namungo FC and Mtibwa Sugar in 
Mainland Tanzania has vast experi-

Didier Gomes

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

European Union’s Head of Delegation in Tanzania, Ambassador Manfredo Fanti (3rd R), speaks at a 
press briefing in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the launch of Team Europe festival’s partnership with 
Zanzibar International Film Festival as continuation of the festival in Mainland Tanzania. With him are 
(L-R) Deputy Head of Mission at Spain Embassy in Tanzania, Jose Ramos Garcia, ZIFF Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Martin Mhando, French Ambassador to Tanzania, Nabil Hajlaoui, Belgium Ambassador to 
Tanzania, Peter Van Acker and Katarzyna Sobiecka, First Councillor of Poland’s Embassy in Tanzania. 
PHOTO: SELEMANI MPOCHI

ence in coaching as the 37-year-
old has previously coached 
Rwanda clubs Musanze, Buge-
sera, AS Kigali, and Rayon Sports.

Hitimana is known for his ex-
perience in working with young-
sters, an aspect he exhibited dur-
ing his time with the Rwanda U-17 
squad ‘Junior Wasps’, and the 
U-20 footballers. 

He played for Interstar of Bu-
rundi, Mukura, and Rayon Sports 
of Rwanda.

Meanwhile,  will confront 
Zambia outfit Red Arrows FC 
this season’s CAF Confedera-
tion Cup playoffs, as per a draw 
for 2021/22 TotalEnergies CAF 
Confederation Cup additional 
second preliminary round that 
took place at CAF Headquarters 
in Cairo, Egypt yesterday.

Simba has got the chance to 
participate in the playoffs as 
the club was knocked out of 
the 2021/22 CAF Champions 
League.

Red Arrows FC recorded an 
aggregate victory over Angola’s 
Primeiro de Agosto in this sea-
son’s CAF Confederation Cup 
second preliminary round to 
sail through the playoffs.

The playoffs’ first leg has been 
slated for November 28 and the 
return leg is set to take place on 
December 5.

2021/22 TotalEnergies CAF 
Confederation Cup additional 
second preliminary round/play-
offs will see the 16 teams quali-

fied from TotalEnergies CAF 
Confederation Cup second pre-
liminary round face the losing 
16 teams from the TotalEnergies 
CAF Champions League second 
preliminary round.

CAF Confederation Cup sec-
ond preliminary round’s win-
ners are RS Berkane (Morocco), 
JS Kabylie (Algeria), Enyimba 
(Nigeria), CS Sfaxien (Tunisia), 
Jeunesse Sportive de la Saoura 
(Algeria), Pyramids FC (Egypt), 
Al Masry (Egypt), Gor Mahia (Ke-
nya).

Marumo Gallants (South Afri-
ca), Coton Sport (Cameroon), Or-
lando Pirates (South Africa), Red 
Arrows (Zambia), DC Motema 
Pembe (DR Congo), Binga FC 
(Mali), GD Interclube (Angola), 
Tusker (Kenya) complete the list. 

Outfits that have crashed out 
of the CAF Champions League 
are Hearts of Oak (Ghana), Stade 
Malien (Mali), LPRC Oilers (Libe-
ria), US Gendarmerie Nationale 
(Niger), Al Ittihad (Libya), APR 
FC (Rwanda), AS Maniema Union 
(DR Congo), TP Mazembe (DR 
Congo).

Simba SC (Tanzania), Rivers 
United FC (Nigeria), ASEC Mi-
mosas (Cote d’Ivoire), AS Otoho 
(Congo),

FC Nouadhibou (Mauritania), 
Royal Leopards (Eswatini), Zana-
co FC (Zambia) complete th list.

The last team will be decided 
from Al Ahli Tripoli (Libya) / Bi-
ashara United (Tanzania).
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By Guardian Reporter

THE 2021 Zanzibar Blue Economy 
Half Marathon’s organizers have do-
nated 20m/- to various parts of Zan-
zibar ahead of the event, slated for 
November 6 in Unguja.

Zanzibar President, Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi, is set to grace the marathon.

Chairman of the 2021 Zanzibar 
Blue Economy Half Marathon, Abdal-
lah Idrissa Majura, said the amount 
of money they donated to the com-
munity comes from firms and people 
that have sponsored the race.

Half Marathon is sponsored by 
NMB Bank, KCB Bank has put its 
weight behind 10km race, People’s 
Bank of Zanzibar (PBZ), Tanzania 
Ports Authority, Tanzania Revenue 
Authority, PSSSF Zanzibar, Azam TV, 
Posta Tanzania, ZATI, World f Sports 
Zanzibar, and Bumaco Insurance are 
the race’s other sponsors.

Majura was presenting a report on 
the preparations for the marathon 
to the Permanent Secretaries of the 
Isles’ Ministry of Information, Youth, 
Culture and Sports, Fatma Hamad 
Rajab, and Ministry of Blue Econo-
my and Fisheries, Abood Suleiman 
Jumbe. 

Majura said that out of the amount 
disbursed, 16,000,000/- will be used 
for the purchase of building materials 
for the Fumba Fish Market.

The equipment is 200 galvanized 
sheets worth 5,600,000/-, 50 vehicles 
costing 4,250,000/- and five Sand 
Trucks costing 2,750,000/-.

“As we celebrate this first anniver-
sary of President Hussein Ali Mwinyi, 
the 2021 Zanzibar Blue Economy Half 
Marathon’s committee decided that 
the marathon must have a positive 
impact on the Zanzibari community 
to see the benefits of the race,” Ma-
jura said.

Majura said the market is key for 
Fumba Village Fishermen and neigh-
bouring villages such as Bwefumu, 
Bweleo, and Dimani.

The official stated that the commit-
tee believes that if it is completed it 
will not only benefit those areas but 
also prove useful to all Zanzibar resi-
dents in Dimani Constituency and 
others.

The official moreover pointed out 
the Blue Economy and Fisheries Min-
istry is expected to collect revenue 
after the market is completed and a 
good tax collection system has been 
set.

Majura revealed 2021 Zanzibar 
Blue Economy Half Marathon com-
mittee believes the market will be 
used by many fishermen.

The official stated initially the race 
should have been a 42 kilometers’ 
event, thus, covering Fumba Village, 
but after getting advice from athletics 
experts, organizers agreed to restrict 
the race to a half marathon.

“Athletics experts advised us that as 
we are preparing for this race for the 
first time it is best to start with half 
Marathon so that we can first experi-
ence it, we accepted advice without 
hesitation,” he said.

The race committee chairman 
called on the Ministry of Blue Econ-
omy and Fisheries and other stake-
holders, especially the fishing indus-
try, to support them in completing 
the construction of the Fumba Mar-
ket as there are still costs for moths, 
pebbles, and technicians who will 
build it.

“In our letter, we sent to apply for 
the sponsorship of the Zanzibar Blue 
Economy Blue Marathon we listed the 
construction of the Fumba market so 
after setting aside the cash awards, 
medals and other preparations’ costs, 
16,000,000/- has been allocated fo 
supporting the construction of the 
Fumba Market,’’ Majura revealed.

Ministry of Blue Economy and Fish-
eries’ Permanent Secreta, Abood Su-
leiman Jumbe, expressed satisfaction 
with the plan to contribute to the con-
struction of the Fumba Market but he 
stopped short of disclosing whether 
the ministry will contribute.

The Zanzibar Blue Economy Half 
Marathon 2021 has contributed 1m/- 
to the Fumba Youth Project which 
will be handed over to the Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry of Informa-
tion, Culture and Sports Fatma Ha-
mad Rajabu.
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