
By Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

FOLLOWING up people who 
test positive at health centres 
by visiting their households will 
be conducted in four regions in 
a campaign to ensure that fam-
ily members can be tested and 
treated.

Abdallah Lusasi, the Health 
ministry acting manager of the 
national malaria control pro-
gramme, made this observation 
ahead of World Malaria Day set 
for Tuesday next week at Mnazi 

Mmoja grounds in Dar es Salaam.
“We will make sure that those 

who are diagnosed with the in-
fection get the right treatment 
and then pursue tests and treat-
ment on people who live far from 
health care centers,” he said.

This component is one among 
strategies to reduce malaria in 
regions leading in infections 
rates, listed as Tabora, Mtwara, 
Shinyanga and Kagera, he said, 
signaling that this year’s theme 
on Malaria Day is ‘change, invest, 
implement’ to start eradicating 
malaria.

Malaria was decreasing na-
tionally on account of strategies 
being implemented since 2008 
when the routine infection rate 
stood at 18.1 percent, sliding to 
8.1 case prevalence this year, he 
stated.

“We want 20 hours after get-
ting a fever the patient should 
have been treated,” he said, elab-
orating that motivation is vital 
in regions where malaria preva-
lence is low.

“They have completely forgot-

 By Guardian Reporter

MEMBERS of Parliament are the prin-
cipal arm of the state responsible for 
rising cases of embezzlement and mis-

use of funds outlined in the annual report of the 
Controller and Auditor General (CAG), a former 
parliamentary administrator has declared.

George Mlawa, a former Clerk to the National 
Assembly, made the remarks in Dar es Salaam 
on Thursday, outlining his remarks to the 
commission formed to investigate state organs 
tasked with dispensing criminal justice.

Before former Chief Justice Mohammed 
Chande Othman, he said MPs re not fulfilling their 
responsibilities in their areas of representation. 
“They are the ones who should spot the 
weaknesses and work on the loopholes,” he 
emphasized.

 “MPs are the representatives of the people,” he 
said, citing Article 8 of the Constitution, insisting 
that they should use the power of representation.

He expressed shock on the item that payments 
for the new cargo aircraft was more than doubled 
from $37m to $86m and the standing committee 
of the National Assembly was unaware of the 
situation.

“There are 18 parliamentary committees, but 
they don’t see these loopholes until CAG passes 
to inspect,” he stated, pointing out that there are 
more than 390 MPs from all parts of the country. 
“They are the ones who should be the first to 
spot and act, the Head of State has a lot to do,” 
he stated.

Annual reports by the Commission for Human

 By Guardian Reporter and 
Agencies

AN initial 400,000 test kits 
for finding out one’s HIV 
status will be distributed 
within Africa under a new 
plan to make the tests 
available, affordable and 
accessible. 
Abbott, the global leader 
in diagnostics and the fight 

against HIV, is partnering 
with Population Services 
International (PSI) and 
the United Nations-based 
international drug pur-
chasing facility (Unitaid) 
to make HIV self-testing 
(HIVST) available at an 
affordable and accessible 
price.
Bassem Bibi, divisional 
vice president for Abbott’s 

rapid diagnostics business 
for Europe, Middle East 
and Africa region, says 
that his vital partnership 
serves as an early market 
access vehicle.
It will enable affordable 
access to high-quality self-
test kits in high HIV bur-
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BUSINESS
Mchechu commends 
Stamico for reforms, 
increase in earnings

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Treasury Registrar, Nehe-
miah Mchechu (Pictured), has 
commended the State Mining 
Corporation (Stamico) for suc-
cessfully initiating significant re-
forms that has enabled it to earn 
a big profit this year.

This comes after the corpora-
tion, which marked its 50th anni-
versary last December, has man-
aged to pay dividends worth over 
2.2bn/- to the government.

Speaking at a meeting that 
brought together the Treasury 
Registrar’s board and various 
public agencies in Dar es Salaam 
on Wednesday, Treasury Regis-
trar Nehamia Mchechu said that 
Stamico has now become self-
sufficient, after being one of the 
entities that generate significant 
profits for the government.

He added that the government’s 
goal is to see public entities be-
coming less dependent on the 
government, thereby reducing 
the burden of running them.

As a result of these achieve-
ments, the organization, which 

was once considered defunct, was 
confirmed by legislators in 2019 
that it could no longer be dis-
solved due to its satisfactory cur-
rent performance and change of 
initial perception.

Last month the corporation 
signed a historic two-year con-
tract worth 55.2bn/- with the gold 
mining company Geita Gold Min-
ing Limited (GGML) for conduct-
ing rock drilling within the mine.

This lucrative contract followed 
Stamico’s successful implementa-
tion of an initial contract worth 
5.6bn/- which was signed in July 
2020.

As a result of these develop-
ments, minerals minister, Dr. Dot-
to Biteko, said that the contracts 
are the fruits of the government’s 
investment to ensure that Stami-
co’s operations are enhanced and 
increase profits.

Stamico’s CEO Dr. Venance 
Mwasse said the corporation has 
succeeded in developing an eco-
friendly alternative cooking fuel 
called Rafiki Briquettes that is en-
vironmentally friendly.

TCRA embraces new drive on 
promoting courier services

NAIROBI

H O R T I C U L T U R E 
earnings are projected 
to rise by Sh30 billion 
this year on the back 
of the easing cost of 
living crisis in Europe, 
a strong euro and im-
proved production lo-
cally.

Exporters in the in-
dustry project better 
prospects this year as 
most of the European 
economies stabilise fol-
lowing last year’s up-
heaval caused by the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict 
that nearly paralysed 
global trade.

Horticulture earn-
ings dipped by Sh12 
billion last year, mark-
ing one of the sector’s 
worst performances in 
a decade. Returns from 
fresh produce dipped 
to Sh120 billion in 2022 
from Sh132 billion pre-
viously.

“So far we have wit-
nessed good rains that 
will improve produc-
tion, coupled with a 
strong euro and easing 
tension in Europe will 
boost our earnings by 
at least Sh30 billion this 
year,” said Okisegere 
Ojepat, chief executive, 
of Fresh Produce Con-
sortium of Kenya.

The common curren-
cy has gained by 12 per-
cent against the shilling 
this year, exchanging 
at Sh148.16 per unit, up 
from Sh131.26 at the be-

Horticulture seen hitting Sh30bn on high output roll

TCRA director general Dr Jabiri Bakari

By Correspondent Cynthia 
Mwilolezi, Arusha

THE Tanzania 
Communications Regulatory 
Authority (TCRA) has launched 
a campaign aimed to raise 
public awareness on the 
effectiveness and safety of 
licenced postal and courier 
services and their contribution 
to the country’s social and 

economic development in the 
country.

TCRA Director General, 
Dr Jabiri Bakari said in Dar 
es Salaam during a special 
interview yesterday that the 
campaign also aims at solving 
challenges facing consumers of 
postal services and promoting 
interest in postal and courier 
business.

“We are encouraging 

Tanzanians to send their 
parcels through the 96 officially 
recognised, licenced postal and 
courier companies that have 
proper offices, storage facilities 
and excellent track records of 
efficiency, safety and integrity,” 
said Dr Bakari.

He said the existing service 
providers are required to 
renew their licences and new 
ones are directed to the TCRA 

online licence registration portal 
for processing applying for their 
licenses.

“TCRA licences postal and couri-
er companies are under six licence 
categories, namely Public Postal 
Services Provider and Courier 
Companies in International, East 
Africa, Intra-city and inter-city 
markets, respectively. Most buses 
qualify for the latter category,” he 
said.

Dr Bakari elaborated that dur-
ing the four-month campaign, 
consumers of postal and courier 
services will be educated on risks 
involved in using illegal, unli-
censed courier operators plus the 
consumers’ rights, responsibilities 
and duties.

“The rights include getting pre-
service information on tariffs and 
on the complaints’ mechanism. 
Consumers also have a duty to 
protect themselves and be vigilant 
when using services,” Dr Bakari 
said.

The TCRA campaign team will 
also impart to the public informa-
tion on the significance of the Na-
tional Postcode and Physical Ad-
dressing System,” he added.

“We encourage the public to 
seize opportunities provided by 
physical addressing and postcode 
infrastructure for efficient parcel 
delivery and pick up,” Dr Bakari 
explained.

By using licensed operators, con-
sumers may avoid delays or loss of 
their parcels. Latest communica-
tions statistics published by TCRA 
show an increase in parcels traffic 
in Tanzania in the last few months 
due to the up-take of e-commerce.

Latest communications 
statistics published by TCRA show 
an increase in parcels traffic in 
Tanzania in the last few months 
due to the up-take of e-commerce.

Goods ordered online can be 
picked and delivered physically 
and the postcode and addressing 
system facilitates this. TCRA sets 
the standards of quality of postal 
services and monitors compliance 
by all service providers in order to 
protect consumer rights.

est market for Kenya’s 
fresh farm produce, 
buying nearly three-
quarters of the coun-
try’s horticultural ex-
ports.

Kenya’s earnings 
from horticultural ex-
ports reduced by 9.7 
percent in 2022 on the 
back of elevated infla-
tion in main markets 
amid weaker curren-
cies, data shows.

Revenue from horti-
cultural sales abroad 
amounted to Sh120.26 
billion last year from 
Sh133.23 billion in the 
prior year, provisional 
export statistics indi-
cate.

The decline came in 
a year when the aver-
age price growth in the 
Eurozone — a group of 
19 countries which use 
the euro as a common 
currency — climbed to 
8.35 percent compared 
with 2.4 percent a year 
earlier.

Kenyan exporters 
had complained that 
the runaway inflation 
was eroding consumer 
purchasing power in 
the Euro area and the 
UK, the main destina-
tions for cut flowers, 
fruits and vegetables.

Earnings from the 
sale of vegetables fell 
by nearly a quarter to 
Sh27.34 billion, while 
the value of cut flowers 
reduced by 10.21 per-
cent to Sh54.25 billion, 
according to provision-

al data collated by the 
Central Bank of Kenya.

The data, howev-
er, shows exports of 
fruits— which were bol-
stered by the opening 
up of China for fresh 
avocadoes — earned 
Kenya a modest 4.19 
percent more last year 
to Sh38.67 billion.

The Kenya Flower 
Council, a lobby, had 
described 2022 as a 
“horrible” year which 
had “worked against 
growers”, citing persis-
tent inflationary pres-
sures on households in 
Europe following the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

Europe is the larg-
est market for Kenya’s 
fresh farm produce, 
buying nearly three-
quarters of the coun-
try’s horticultural ex-
ports.

“With [inflationary] 
pressure that people 
in Europe have, espe-
cially on energy costs, 
they are cutting ex-
penditure on things 
like ornaments where 
cut flowers fall,” KFC 
chief executive Clem-
ent Tulezi had told the 
Business Daily last Oc-
tober when Eurozone 
inflation peaked at 10.6 
percent.

“We are also incur-
ring a lot of production 
costs on the shilling 
which we cannot re-
cover on the euro and 
pound when you are 
selling.”

ginning of January.
Horticulture export-

ers to Europe are paid 
in euros, and those to 
the UK using the pound, 
which has gained by 
13.3 percent against the 
shilling since January.

Speaking on the 
sidelines of a meeting 
organised by Absa on 
Wednesday, Mr Ojepat 
said the horticultur-
al sector was caught 
in the middle of the 
Russia-Ukraine war 

last year and a severe 
drought that impacted 
production on farms 
after rains failed for a 
fifth consecutive time.

Mr Ojepat said this 
year farmers will earn 
more as exporters are 
predicting more re-
turns because of the 
prevailing good busi-
ness environment.

The sector wants 
the government to 
hasten the process of 
refunding their value-

added tax, which now 
amounts to Sh5 billion. 
They say this will help 
in boosting their rev-
enue following a bad 
season last year.

The war between the 
two countries started 
at the end of Febru-
ary last year, taking a 
toll on the European 
economy as it eroded 
consumers purchasing 
power.

Last year, the average 
consumer price growth 

in the Eurozone — a 
group of 19 countries 
which use the euro as 
a common currency — 
climbed to 8.35 percent 
compared with 2.4 per-
cent a year earlier.

Kenyan exporters 
had complained that 
the runaway inflation 
was eroding consumer 
purchasing power in 
the Euro area and the 
UK, the main destina-
tions for cut flowers, 
fruits and vegetables.

The inflation pres-
sure in Europe saw 
consumers direct their 
income on essential 
goods such as energy 
and food, cutting ex-
penditure on luxury 
goods such as flowers.

Flowers remain a key 
revenue earner in the 
horticulture sector, ac-
counting for over 60 
percent of the total ex-
port returns on fresh 
produce.

Europe is the larg-
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Some Muslim faithful hold prayers at Mtekelezo grounds in Dodoma city yesterday to signal the end of Ramadhan, the Islamic holy month of fasting and prayer. Eid ul Fitr, one of 
the largest and most important celebrations in the Islamic calendar, will however be officially held across Tanzania today and tomorrow. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph 

HIV self-test kits for 
mobile downloading

‘Lax oversight by MPs foments corruption’

Home checking efforts 
to reduce malaria cases

FAO inks 
grain zone 
stunting 
research 
project

 By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, 
Iringa

RESEARCH will be 
conducted in the southern 
highlands zone to find out 
the causes for alarming 
levels of stunting among 
children, to design enduring 
mitigation measures
Stella Kimambo, nutrition 
officer at the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), made this 
affirmation during training 
on food guidelines and 
consumption
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for nutrition officers in 
the zone here on Wednes-
day.

She said that alarming 
cases of stunting in the re-
gions with plenty of grain 
is a shock the govern-
ment and stakeholders, 
in which case research 
will enable stakeholders 
to find out what underlies 
that situation

As stunting threatens 
the future of millions of 
children in the country, it 
is necessary to get scien-
tific findings to design a 
solution that will help res-
cue the health of the wid-
er population, she stated.

“We have come to Irin-
ga Region to empower nu-
trition officers with food 
and eating guidelines,” 
she said, elaborating that 
this will enable them to 
inform the people about 
the guidelines at the com-
munity level.

The training follows the 
launch of the campaign 
for healthy nutrition as 
a community asset last 
year, conveying the mes-
sage to health experts, 
researchers, teachers and 
community leaders, she 
said.

Current guidelines are 
not friendly to the poor, 
so nutrition officers can 
use their proximity to the 
people to convey the mes-
sage of how to use food 
correctly and address nu-
tritional issues, she said.

Commuter buses, leaf-
lets and nutrition car-
toons that reach children 
will be used as platforms, 
she said, noting that the 
research will be con-
ducted in Iringa, Mbeya, 
Njombe, Katavi, Ruvuma 
and Songwe regions. It 
will be looking into food 
security issues and how 
families feed their chil-
dren, the official specified.

Magreth Nathai, head 
of nutrition in the Agri-

culture ministry, said the 
training will be directed 
at regional and district 
nutrition officers, to send 
the right message to the 
community about food 
consumption. The train-
ing is meant to solve nu-
tritional challenges and 
food intake quality, she 
stated.

“The community is cur-
rently experiencing vari-
ous challenges in nutrition 
issues, so after this train-
ing, the officers will share 
this knowledge with the 
community to overcome 
the challenge of malnu-
trition and stunting in 
the zone,” she explained. 
Participants Judith Mushi 
from Mbinga District and 
Albert Sinkamba from 
Songea municipality both 
in Ruvuma region, cited 
poor knowledge on food 
preparation as a reason 
for children stunting.

FAO and the govern-
ment, through the Ag-
riconnect programme 
backed by the European 
Union, launched a nutri-
tion campaign country-
wide to develop healthy 
eating habits based on lo-
cally available foods.

The FAO-led pro-
gramme, “Building resil-
ience of agri-food systems 
and better nutrition in 
the context of the global 
pandemic” was the fourth 
component of the pre-
cursor, supporting value 
chains for shared pros-
perity.

The project seeks to 
show the way in absorb-
ing pandemic-like shocks 
to food supply and mar-
ket accessibility, as the 
country’s economy and 
food systems are depend-
ent on agriculture.

Upwards of 65 percent 
of the population is based 
in farming, with agro-sec-
tor activity accounting for 
28 percent of GDP in the 
Mainland and 51 percent 
Zanzibar.

FAO initiates grain zone 
stunting research project

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi exchanges greetings with Zanzibar Chief Sheikh Saleh Omar Kaabi (R) shortly after arriving at Masjid Mushawal Mwebeshauri 
Mosque in Zanzibar yesterday for Friday prayers. Photo: Zanzibar State House 

den settings with a dire 
need for access to health-
care services, while 
mitigating risks such as 
increased supply chain 
costs and custom fees.
People who test positive 
will undergo confirma-
tory testing and will be 
linked to antiretroviral 
treatment, keeping them 
healthy and helping re-
duce further transmission 
to others.
“With millions of people 
living with HIV world-
wide, many of whom do 
not know their status, 
receiving a diagnosis is a 
vital first step in access-
ing treatment,” the Abbott 
executive noted.
The partnership is im-

portant to Abbott as it 
reinforces the diagnostics 
firm’s commitment to 
enabling people in Africa 
to live healthier, fuller 
lives, by improving testing 
capabilities through high 
quality and affordable 
blood-based HIV self-tests, 
he declared.
“Self-testing has shifted 
the paradigm for HIV 
testing,” he asserted, 
pointing at the HIV self-
testing Africa initiative 
that it amassed compelling 
evidence that HIVST can 
reach more people than 
traditional diagnostics. 
It offers an alternative to 
people living with HIV to 
find out about their status 
and to access anti-retro-
viral treatment services. 
Self-testing is a critical 

entry point to HIV preven-
tion services for those 
testing negative, including 
the delivery of pre-expo-
sure prophylaxis (PrEP), 
medicine taken to prevent 
getting HIV, he said.
PrEP is highly effective 
for preventing HIV when 
taken as prescribed, 
experts believe, whereas 
self-test kits are useful for 
screening in health facili-
ties.
Dr Karin Hatzold, direc-
tor of the Africa self-test 
initiative and associ-
ate director of HIV/TB 
programs at Population 
Services International 
(PSI), said the kits will also 
be applicable in seeking to 
keep services going during 
COVID-19 and any future 
emergencies.

PSI requires more product 
options to meet the grow-
ing demand, she stated, 
underlining that the early 
market access vehicle will 
make it easier for coun-
tries to acquire products 
and embed them in health 
systems. This will ensure 
that self-test kits are af-
fordable to those who 
want to access them, she 
reiterated  
The Abbott HIV self-test 
kits will be distributed 
strategically to communi-
ties with inadequate ac-
cess to healthcare services 
and will help build capaci-
ty to meet the UNAIDS 95-
95-95 targets for 2025. 
The 95-95-95 targets 
stipulate that 95 per cent 
of people living with HIV 
know their status; 95 

per cent of people who 
know their status are on 
antiretroviral therapy; and 
95o per cent of people 
on treatment have sup-
pressed viral loads.

Dr Philippe Duneton, ex-
ecutive director of Unitaid, 
said self-testing has helped 
reaching beyond health centres 
and make testing easier. This is 
critically important for vulner-
able groups who are often at 
higher risk of HIV but may also 
be hesitant to access health 
services for fear of stigma, 
discrimination, and vio-
lence, he said. Making qual-
ity self-testing kits widely 
available and affordable is 
vital to reaching people at 
risk of HIV with the oppor-
tunity to test privately and 
access life-saving care, he 
added.

HIV self-test kits for mobile downloading

National Assembly Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson (R) pictured in Dodoma city yesterday holding talks with members of the five-strong presidential committee detailed to assess the 
performance of the Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation ministry as relates to delivering results on international relations generally and economic diplomacy in particular. 
Second right is the committee’s chairman, Hassan Simba Yahya, Tanzania’s former High Commissioner to Zambia who was also accredited to Angola, São Tomé and Príncipe. Photo 
courtesy of National Assembly 

Rights and Good Governance 
(CHRAGG) need to be submitted 
to the president and then put 
to the legislature in like manner 
as the CAG report, the veteran 
administrator intoned.

“In the Human Rights and 
Good Governance Report, there 
are a number of institutions that 
are listed for violating human 

rights, he said, pointing out that 
discussing the report will enable 
measures to be taken to improve 
observance of justice.

Independent lawyer Fatma 
Karume, appearing before 
the commission, urged the 
establishment of special courts to 
handle criminal cases to reduce 
congestion and control piling up 
of cases.

“I have spoken to the 
commission and I have told them 
six suggestions which are aimed 
at reducing congestion in the High 
Court,” she said.

There should be a difference 
between courts that handle 
criminal cases and those tasked 
with civil cases, to improve 
efficiency and enhance case load 
handling, she stated.

There should be legislation 
on eligibility for bail and not 
court discretion via the pleasing 
of prosecutors, she stated, 
underlining that in the current 
situation there are restrictions 
used to tighten bail eligibility, 
hindering people to obtain bail.

Asserting that the Evidence Act 
(1967) was outdated, she pointed 
out that Tanzania has signed 

various international agreements 
and protocols to protect people’s 
rights.

She also appealed for guidelines 
for delivering a ruling as currently 
there are rulings delivered just 
by the will of the magistrate. 
Guidelines are needed to make 
court rulings uniform in incidents 
which are of the same nature, she 
stated.

‘Lax oversight by MPs foments corruption’
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ten as if malaria no longer exists. It seems 
that testing is now below 51 per cent, now 
we want these areas to increase testing,’ 
he said.

Encouraging the use of mosquito 
nets was vital since many people have 
stopped using them for all sorts of rea-
sons, including misguided views on the 
nets.

Areas with greater prevalence will he 
prioritized in distributing mosquito nets, 
spray drugs and in increasing tests and 
treatment, said.

“We have enough test kits and drugs 
in the country but there are times when 
people do not get them.

Tabora region leads with 23 per cent 
prevalence rate followed by Mtwara 20 
percent, Kagera 18 percent, Shinyanga 16 
percent and Mara region 15 per cent.

Meanwhile Arusha Manyara, Singida, 
Dodoma, Kilimanjaro, Dar es Salaam, 
Songwe, Mwanza regions have seen prev-
alence levels drop significantly.

Strategies to remind residents in these 
regions to be mindful of precautions are 
relevant, he said.

City chief medical officer Dr Rashid 
Mfaume asked residents to go for test-
ing in hospital in case of malaria to get 
the right treatment. Picking up medicine 
without tests or medical consultation 
was risky, he state, urging journalists to 
work on the problem of self-medication 
when they think they are infected with 
malaria.

Not every headache, a little pain or 
tiredness is due to malaria, he added 

Home testing 
drive to arrest 
malaria cases
FROM PAGE 1
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DART urges employees to observe ethical considerations
By Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

DAR Rapid Transit (DART) 
agency’s chief executive, Dr Edwin 
Mhede, has urged the agency’s staff 
to always adhere to work ethics by 
working hard and efficiently while 
serving people with quality ser-
vices.

Dr Mhede made the remarks in 
Dar es Salaam this week during the 
9th DART agency’s workers’ meet-
ing.

The chief executive gave the 
counsel in the backdrop of a few 
staff who seem to have developed a 
tendency of reporting to the work-
place late with an excuse of facing 
heavy traffic jams in places where 
BRT services are yet to be accessi-
ble at the moment.

Dr Mhede also warned the pub-
lic servants at the Agency who miss 
official events on baseless grounds 
emphasising that any meeting or 

social event organized by the agen-
cy, aiming at fostering inclusive em-
ployee engagements and network-
ing such as sports bonanza, staff 
meetings, visiting needy communi-
ties for corporate social responsibil-
ity, cleaning days and others are all 
integral part of a public servant du-
ties regardless of location and time.

Apart from working hard, he re-
minded his fellow public servants 
to keep and live up to the wisdom 
and provisions of The Public Ser-
vice Act, Cap. 298 (R.E. 2019).

Furthermore, he told them to 
abide by the eight underlying prin-
ciples provided for in Regulation 
65(1) of The Public Service Regula-
tions, GN. No. 444 of 2022.

The principles that are cited in 
the code form, part of the code of 
ethics and conduct for public ser-
vice, include the pursuit of excel-
lence in service, loyalty to the gov-
ernment, diligence, impartiality, 
integrity, accountability, respect for 

the law, and proper use of official 
information.

He said supervisors in depart-
ments and units should treat their 
subordinates with respect and 
vice-versa. Subordinates as well 
must respect and adhere to what 
their supervisors instructed them 
to do when fulfilling their daily du-
ties.

“While fulfilling your daily duties 
in your respective departments 
and units, each of you must respect 
his or her colleague and at the 
same time follow a proper chain of 
command”, he insisted.

Dr Mhede said: “Be faithful, put 
your heart into your work. But do 
not put your work into your heart. 
Imitate none who are slothful, and 
who tend to give divided or subop-
timal service,” said Dr Mhede

Geofrey Mgegwa, the Agency’s 
Accountant said that the CE’s 
speech was an opportunity for 
him and the Agency at large as 

they were reminded of the ben-
efits of working hard at a personal 
and national level as insisting that 
working hard is the beachhead of 
success.

“I have received the CE’s advice 
positively and from today I will 
make a notable improvement in 
my daily duties as an Accountant 
of the Agency,” he said

One of the DART Agency’s driv-
ers, Zebu Mtawa, said the decision 
by the Chief Executive to remind all 
workers of the Agency on the ideal 
way of fulfilling our duties while 
observing laws and regulations of 
the public service during workers’ 
meetings would make them serve 
the public with one voice.

“We have heard by our own ears 
from the Chief Executive the way 
we should work and observe all 
rules and regulations stipulated 
in the public service standing or-
der. This will help us change for 
the better in terms of our ways of 

perceiving and doing things when 
fulfilling our duties. Indeed, noth-
ing goes without working hard,” 
said Mtawa.

Bwana Malima, Principal Trade 
Officer at DART, said that he re-
ceived the speech positively by say-
ing that the address had inspired 
him to have a positive attitude to-
wards work at the Agency.

“The Chief Executive has advised 
us to put our hearts in the work, 
meaning that we should willingly 
love and be fully committed to 
what we are supposed to do while 
fulfilling our duties regardless of 
time and place,” Bwana said.

Dart is a bus-based mass transit 
system connecting the suburbs of 
Dar es Salaam to the Central Busi-
ness District, which began opera-
tions in May 2016.

Construction of the $154 mil-
lion first phase was completed in 
December 2015, funded by the Af-
rican Development Bank (AfDB), 

the World Bank and the Tanzanian 
government.

Phase I of the BRT system has a to-
tal length of 21 kilometres and runs 
from Kimara via Ubungo ending at 
Kivukoni, Morocco and Gerezani.

Phase II of BRT infrastructure 
development which stands at 90 
percent completion is estimated 
to be complete by the end of 2023. 
BRT infrastructure development 
for Phase III which is underway will 
be completed by the end of 2024 
followed by bus operations in 2025.

Phase III of the BRT project in-
volves the construction of a 23.6km 
infrastructure project stretching 
from the Nyerere-Gongolamboto 
Road to City Centre and a section 
of the Uhuru Road from Tazara to 
Kariakoo-Gerezani.

Meanwhile, phase IV involves 
construction of a 16.1-kilometre 
stretch along Bagamoyo and Sam 
Nujoma roads.

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma
 
DR Angelina Mabula, Minister for 

Lands, Housing and Human Settlements 
Development, has said a total 21.9bn/- in 
land taxes has been exempted during the 
three-month grace period issued by Pres-
ident Samia Suluhu Hassan.

President Samia issued an extension 
up to April, 30 this year for defaulters to 
pay their principal debts warning that se-
rious legal action will be taken for those 
who will fail.

The minister said from July, 2022, to 
March 2023 more than 9,188 land owners 
have benefited from the grace period in 
which 32bn/- in primary debts were col-
lected.

However, due to the challenges which 
made users fail to know their actual 
debts, the ministry has done an improve-
ment into the system.

Speaking in Dodoma yesterday on the 
improvements made, Mabula said the 
ministry has established a system where 
land users will receive an SMS which re-
quires users to visit the land office so that 

‘9,188 land owners benefited
from president’s grace period’

they know their actual debt.
Among the changes which the min-

ister said was to allow users receive a 
sms which remind them of the impor-
tance of paying taxes.

She said up to now more than 
84,000 messages have been sent to de-
faulters with the actual debt of 115bn/- 
which is expected to be collected from 
25 regions.

She said the remaining region which 
is Dar es Salaam, the messages will be 
sent by 30 April in which all land own-
ers will have received.

According to the minister, the sys-
tem will increase revenue from the 
land sector.

“I’m therefore calling upon land 
users that whenever they see a mes-
sage with the word ‘Ardhi’ they should 
know that it is from the lands minis-
try,” she said.

She said the ministry calls upon us-
ers to use the systems to pay their prin-
cipal debts, warning that serious legal 
action will be taken for those who will 
fail.

The message this Tanzania National Roads Agency (Tanroads) billboard carries is categorical: IT IS PROHIBITED TO CONDUCT BUSINESS IN A 
ROAD RESERVE. Yet, what we are witnessing is clearly to the contrary – the open-air roasting of maize along the Tangi Bovu-Makonde stretch 
of Dar es Salaam’s Bagamoyo Road. Indeed, the situation is much similar in many other spots across the city. Correspondent Sabato Kasika 
captured this scene at the Mbezi Shule bus stop in Kinondoni municipality on Thursday.
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Sirari ward councillor warns on pupil and student absenteeism
By Correspondent Ambrose Wantaigwa, 
Tarime

SIRARI Ward councillor in Ta-
rime District, Mara Region, Amos 
Sagara has warned parents whose 
students who have not reported 
in secondary and primary schools 
strict legal measures will be taken 
against them.

  Addressing the people in 
Bondeni village on the outskirts 

of Sirari Town, he said the govern-
ment will not tolerate parents in 
the ward whose children haven’t 
reported to school despite suc-
ceeding to pursue secondary edu-
cation.

  He said that all village govern-
ments have also been ordered to 
search and provide information on 
parents who are not honest, alleg-
edly marrying off their daughters 
at a young age after undergoing 

FGM. “The government announced 
the removal of fees from primary 
schools to advanced secondary 
education, where now parents 
have to pay for the basic services 
of their children, including buying 
uniforms and learning materials,” 
he said.

He added: “We will not allow a 
single child to miss the opportu-
nity to excel in education for any 
reason, we will take action against 

all parents who force their daugh-
ters to get married at a young age.”

  The Councilor pointed out 
that in 2022 the Government sent 
an amount of 180m/- to carry out 
improvements in two primary 
schools in Keryoba and Sirari, in-
cluding the construction of eight 
classrooms and four toilets.

“The government issued more 
than 400m/- for the construc-
tion of the new Bukira Secondary 

School which this year 2023 will 
be completed and start registering 
students to start the first form,” he 
said.  During end of year holidays, 
some clans of several communities 
in the Mara Region are alleged to be 
carrying out rituals prohibited by 
law, including female genital muti-
lation (FGM), where many girls are 
forced to marry after dropping out 
of school.

 According to the Project Officer 

of the Centre for the protection 
of girls fleeing FGM in the Tarime 
District, Valerian Mgani, more than 
600 girls fled to the centre to seek 
refuge from FGM.

  Despite the government’s and 
stakeholders efforts to fight FGM, 
some communities in the district 
are alleged to carry out such vio-
lence during night with others al-
leged to take the girls to neighbor-
ing countries for the same purpose.

Dar es Salaam regional malaria control coordinator Dr Ford Chisongela briefs journalists attending a seminar in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the imple-
mentation of a national plan to control malaria at the regional level. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Guardian Reporter

AFRICAN Air travel has made a 
robust recovery, nearly reaching 
pre-pandemic levels, an associa-
tion of African carriers has said in 
a new report.

The African Airlines Associa-
tion (AFRAA) said traffic in March 
reached 94.8 per cent of 2019 lev-
els as more international routes 
and tourism reopened.

It noted that domestic flights 
accounted for 37 per cent of the 
March traffic, with intra-Africa 
flights at 31 per cent and interconti-
nental travel at 32 per cent.

Data also shows that the total 
number of intercontinental routes 
operated by African airlines have 
exceeded pre-Covid levels since 
October 2022.

The association said that African 
airlines are on course to narrow 
their revenue gap in 2023.

African airlines lost $3.5 billion 
in revenue in 2022 and $8.6 billion 
in 2021.

The Covid-19 pandemic hit Afri-
can hard as travel restrictions led 
to the grounding of aircraft. Some 
airlines, such as Air Namibia and 
Air Mauritius completely folded 
while others such as South Afri-

can Airways and Kenya’s flag car-
rier, KQ needed big bailout funding 
from the state to keep flying.

Others, like Ethiopian airlines 
converted their passenger jets into 
freighters to compensate for re-
duced passenger traffic.

African airlines see accelerated 
recovery with rebound in travel

A cow is slaughtered in Unguja’s Amani suburb yesterday in readiness for Eid al-Fitr celebrations set for today and tomorrow across Tanzania. Photo: 
Rahma Suleiman

HARARE

CHINA and Zimbabwe might 
be oceans and time zones apart, 
but through language, the dis-
tance is slowly being bridged.

After realizing the impor-
tance of Chinese, a language 
spoken by over a billion people 
and one of the United Nations’ 
official languages, Lorraine 
Nganga decided to learn the 
language.

“Zimbabwe and China enjoy 
excellent relations. Many Chi-
nese people come to Zimbabwe 
to buy things, to invest, and for 
tourism. Many Zimbabweans 
also go to China for shopping, 
to study, and for sightseeing,” 
Nganga, a Chinese language 

learner at the Zimgro Language 
Consultancy in Harare, the cap-
ital of Zimbabwe said.

The UN Chinese Language 
Day is observed every year on 
the day when the contribution 
of Chinese literature, poetry, 
and language is highlighted. 
As the world marks the day 
on April 20, learning Chinese 
is becoming a common trend 
in Zimbabwe, a largely multi-
lingual country with 16 official 
languages.

While learning Chinese 
might seem to be a formida-
ble task, according to Minia 
Rukucha, another learner, all it 

takes to master the language is 
dedication, time, and a suitable 
learning environment.

“Learning Chinese is very dif-
ficult, but I enjoy learning the 
language, so I will never give up. 
Although Chinese is very dif-
ficult, our instructor’s teaching 
style makes learning interest-
ing,” said Rukucha in Chinese.

To her, practice makes per-
fect. “Every day, I read Chinese 
books, listen to Chinese audio, 
and watch Chinese movies; (in) 
that way I can improve my Chi-
nese abilities.”

As China’s global economic 
footprint expands, demand 

for Chinese language interpre-
tation services has expanded 
spectacularly, said Tawanda 
Zimhindo, a Chinese instructor 
and Zimgro founder.

“More and more individuals 
are signing up for lessons most 
probably because of the fact of 
the good relationship that ex-
ists between Zimbabwe and 
China right now, and also the 
fact that banking on that good 
relationship, more and more 
Chinese people are coming to 
do business in Zimbabwe and 
more and more Zimbabweans 
are going to China for various 
reasons,” said Zimhindo.

“So in such interactions, 
there is a need for language. As 
long as one has high command 
of the Chinese language, as long 
as one has an understanding of 
the language, there will be more 
opportunities both in Zimba-
bwe and outside,” Zimhindo 
said.

To promote the learning of 
Chinese in Zimbabwe, the Uni-
versity of Zimbabwe became 
one of the first institutions of 
higher learning in Africa to host 
a Confucius Institute in 2006, 
and to date, over 16,000 stu-
dents have attended Chinese 
language classes. Each year 

several students are awarded 
scholarships to further study 
the language in China.

The government has also 
taken various measures to pro-
mote the study of the language, 
including the introduction of 
Chinese classes in elementary 
schools, high schools, and col-
leges.

In an effort to promote study-
ing the Chinese language in 
Zimbabwe, the Confucius Insti-
tute has made various strides in 
developing learning materials 
in local languages, including the 
publication in 2015 of a Shona-
Chinese dictionary.

China remains the biggest 
foreign investor in Zimbabwe, 
with investments from the 
Asian country ranging from 
agriculture, mining, communi-
cations, and the energy sector, 
among others. In addition, Chi-
na has become a competitive 
study destination, compared 
to traditional English-speaking 
destinations such as Britain, the 
United States, and Australia.

With the increased economic 
engagement between Zimba-
bwe and China, which has seen 
more young people choosing 
China as the preferred study 
destination, the popularity of 
learning the Chinese language 
among Zimbabwean students 
continues to grow.  

Zimbabwean students showcase Chinese skills

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

POLICE have assured citizens 
that it will intensify security 
during the celebrations of the 
Eid el-Fitr where some people 
have been misusing it by engag-
ing in criminal acts.

Addressing journalists here, 
Unguja Urban West regional 
Police Commander ACP Rich-
ard Thadei Mchomvu said the 
Force will not hesitate to take 
stern action against all people 
who will be found engaging in 
acts that threaten peace and 
stability.

He said the Force is well 
prepared to strengthen secu-
rity throughout the festive sea-
son especially in celebration 
grounds, roads, patrols and in-
spections so as to ensure that 
people celebrate the important 
day in peace.

  “Some people have been 
misusing this festival by engag-
ing in acts that threaten peace 
which include implementing 
fraud, taking people’s funds il-
legally, but the Police Force is 
here and very careful,” he said.

In addition, he said that in 

strengthening security and 
safety of people and their prop-
erties, the Force in collabora-
tion with other security and 
defense agencies will conduct 
patrols and searches in various 
areas throughout the festive pe-
riod.

“There will be enough po-
lice officers in the celebration 
grounds while also strengthen-
ing car and foot patrols as well 
as dog and horse squads will 
be used to ensure the safety of 
citizens and their properties is 
strengthened until the end of 
the festive season,” he asserted.

Commander Mchomvu urged 
residents to also be careful by 
making sure that they put their 
settlements safe when they 
leave for celebrations which in-
clude locking gates and doors.

Unguja South Regional Police 
Commander, ASP Gaudianus 
Kamugisha said police officers 
will be dispatched in all roads 
during the whole period of the 
festival so as to control reck-
less drivers who are always un-
responsive in observing road 
safety rules and regulations.

Z’bar police assure public on safety 
throughout Eid el-Fitr celebrations

It noted that domes-
tic flights accounted 
for 37 per cent of the 
March traffic, with 
intra-Africa flights at 
31 per cent and inter-
continental travel at 
32 per cent
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By Correspondent Daniel Semberya

KILWA district commissioner 
Christopher Ngubiagai has called 
upon residents in the area to take 
a leading role in protecting the 
environment for the benefit of 
current and future generations.

Ngubiagai gave the remarks 
yesterday in Kilwa at an event of 
distributing modern equipment 
and other tools to Kilwa sea 
weed farmers offered by Mwani 
Mariculture Limited who has in-
vested in the area.

He said the new seeds will see 
farmers produce quality plants 
hence improve farmers’ living 
standards and economy.

“Good farming goes with the 
environment protection and 
hence be able to attain blue 
economy which brings produc-
tivity to the entire society,” he 
said.

The DC commended Founder 
of the Tanzania Environment 
and Empowerment Movement 
(TEEMO) Winfrida Shonde for 
her tireless efforts to ensure 
education awareness on how to 
conserve and protect environ-
ment and ensure the environment 
agenda reaches every corner of 

Tanzania, including the Kilwa sea 
weed farmers.

Winfrida hailed Kilwa farmers 
for producing high quality Sea 
weeds which she said will im-
prove their economic lives.

She has urged them to be good 
ambassadors of conserving and 
protecting the environment for 
the benefits of the country and for 
the current and next generations.

Shonde noted: “Sea weed farm-
ing is one of the crucial areas 
contributing to the blue economy 
growth.”

She has requested the Kilwa sea 
weed farmers to be environment 
good ambassadors and should en-
sure efforts to conserve the envi-
ronment start with them.

“Ensure sea shore remain clean 
even after your work. Remove all 
plastic materials and all other res-
idues harmful to the environment 
and other creatures.”

Mwani Mariculture Limited Kil-
wa Masoko investor, Roger Morre 
said that his organization has 
decided to give modern farming 
equipment to sea weed farmers 
in Kilwa so as to enable them get 
enough stock of sea weed produc-
tivity to meet the demand of the 
market.	

Kilwa sea weed farmers advised
to conserve, protect environment

Kamila Labani (facing camera), Mwanza Region’s acting Fire and Rescue Force commander, has a word with local government leaders of Mkapa Street in 
Mwanza city’s Igoma ward yesterday on the illegal sale of plots in the mountainous area. That was only a day after police and Nyamagana District govern-
ment officials succeeded in crushing a ‘moving’ boulder said to have been threatening people’s lives. Photo: Correspondent Vitus Audax

Harold Sungusia contesting Law Society presidencyBy Correspondent James Kandoya

TANGANYIKA Law Society (TLS) 
member Harold Sungusia is eye-
ing the society’s presidency and has 
promised to bring creativity, unique 
skills and experience to transform it  
into a more resourceful, responsive, 
efficient and sustainable organisation.

Sungusia (pictured), an advocate of 
the High Court said this on Thursday 
this week in Dar es Salaam when inau-
gurating his election manifesto ahead 
of TLS general election next month in 
Arusha.

He said if elected, he will work tire-
lessly to ensure that the society is unit-
ed and that it remains relevant to the 

needs and aspirations of its members 
prioritising three areas–resources, re-
sponsiveness and relevance.

Sungusia said TLS was facing the 
main challenge of society stemming 
from loopholes in exercising auton-
omy and preserving independence 
adding that members’ welfare and fi-
nancial soundness is uncertain.

He said also, TLS lags in prioritis-
ing the needs of members, it has been 
unsuccessful in mobilising and diver-
sifying sources of funding noting that 
it has not been smart in undertaking 
selective engagement.

He claimed that a substantial num-

ber of mem-
bers are un-
happy with 
the state of 
affairs of their 
Society adding 
that there are 
serious issues with regard to mem-
bers welfare such as health insurance 
cover, prevalence of unemployment 
risk, lack of viable social protection 
structure for most practicing lawyers, 
insecurity of income due to undercut-
ting, disrepute to advocates stamps 
and lack of proper supervision of no-
tary public services.

“TLS needs money. We shall work 
purposely to ensure adequate avail-
ability of resources for self-sustaina-
bility of the TLS. a poor bar cannot 
discharge its mandate to member’s 
communities and the nation,” he said.

“We shall ensure innovativeness, fi-
nancial discipline, cost effectiveness, 
financial transparency, accountability 
and value for money. This principle 
will strictly be achieved in order to 
guarantee the credibility, compliance, 
relevance and reputation of TLS,” he 
added.

He said since the primary focus of 
TLS is the welfare of its members to 

effectively discharge their profession-
al role, it will be on an intersectional 
basis, to cater for the newly enrolled, 
senior, practicing and not –practicing, 
bearing in mind their years and areas 
of operation.

Sungusia said that TLS will ensure 
the society is more relevant to its 
members(chapters and zones) adding 
that its members professional entitle-
ments are guaranteed and be relevant 
community rights, needs, obligations 
and that of the nation.

Former Legal and Human Right 
Centre (LHRC) Dr Hellen Kijo Bisimba 
said that Sungusia was a visionary 

leader and therefore deserves to be 
TLS president adding that he has ac-
cumulated experience to lead the so-
ciety. Executive Director of Tanzania 
Women Lawyers Association (TAW-
LA) Tike Mwambipile said Sungusia 
was a capable leader to work out on 
the main challenges of the society 
stem from loopholes in exercising au-
tonomy and preserving independ-
ence.

Association of Young Lawyer (AYL) 
chairman, Victor Kweka said that TLS 
members were facing uncertain fi-
nancial soundness, assuring that Sun-
gusia, as the presidential candidate, 
was committed to work on all those 
challenges.

 By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

POLICE   in Kilimanjaro Region 
is implementing a special opera-
tion to inspect all school buses in 
a move aimed to further prevent 
road accidents and assure safety of 
pupils.  

Speaking with the reporters here 
yesterday on the ongoing exercise 
in the region, the Kilimanjaro Re-
gional Police Commander (RPC), 
Assistant Commissioner of Police 
(ACP), Simon Maigwa said police 
officers and mechanics are in-
specting  school buses if they are 
fit  and equipped with all required 
standards.

“The special operations and 
inspections exercise started in 
from March to April 30, this year, 
we have inspected a total of 329 
school bus drivers where a total of 
118 drivers have the needed crite-
ria, while 99 school bus drivers did 
not fulfill the criteria and asked 
them to go back to their Driving 
School for more training,” he said.

According to the RPC, during 
the special operations and inspec-
tions exercise, a total of 25 Driving 
Schools where we learned that a 
total of 16 Driving Schools lacked 
some criteria and regulations, 

Police 
conduct 
special 
operation
to inspect 
students 
school 
buses

while three of them did not have 
any legal document to train drivers 
and they were closed.

“We instructed school bus driv-
ers to bring their driving license 
for inspection voluntary from 
March to April 30 this year as they 
should have valid driving license 
with either Class C, C1, C2, C3, and 
E who are allowed by law to drive 
passenger’s vehicles, and some of 
them have no criteria of driving 
school buses,” he said.

The RPC named the three driv-
ing schools that closed after failing 
to have legal documents to con-
duct driving training as Wide In-
stitute, Shekinah VTC, Mennonite 
Training Centre.

Kilimanjaro Regional Traffic 
Officer (RTO), Pili Misungwi ex-
plained that, last year all vehicles 
that were found with mechanical 
problems were fleet out of service, 
and released after undergoing me-
chanical services.

“We have already contacted 
all school owners to bring their 

school buses for inspection for the 
safety of the pupils and students 
who use them in their daily trans-
portation,” she explained.

The RTO further cautioned all 
school bus owners to obey road 
safety regulations for safety trans-
portation of their pupils and stu-
dents.

The Kilimanjaro traffic chief fur-
ther explained the exercise also 
aims at reducing road accidents, 
cautioning reckless drivers.

“My appeal to all school and col-
lege owners is to bring all their 
school buses for mechanical in-
spection for the sustainable safety 
of their children” the Kilimanjaro 
RTO noted.

Apart from inspecting school 
buses, she explained, they also 
have a special meeting to the 
school buses’ drivers and students/
pupils matrons/patrons aimed at 
creating awareness on road regu-
lations, road safety for sustainable 
road safety of the school children 
and other road uses.

Ilala district commissioner Edward Mpogolo pictured along Lumumba Street 
in downtown Dar es Salaam on Thursday planting a tree in an initiative that 
also involved motorcycle taxi-riders. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Date: 22nd April 2023

Reference: PAT/EOI/OPS/02/2023 – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST AND 
REQUEST FOR QUOTE FOR THE PROVISION OF MARINE ENGINEERING 

SUPPORT TO PANAFRICAN ENERGY TANZANIA LIMITED (PAET) 
(a) PanAfrican Energy Tanzania Ltd. a Producer, Distributor and Marketer of 

Natural Gas from the Songo Songo gas field in Kilwa District, Lindi 
Region hereby invites qualified companies to express their interest to 
bid for the supply of the following Services under the terms of a Service 
Agreement or other conducive arrangements as a preferred consultant. 

(b) The consultant is required to provide a comprehensive Method 
Statement for the installation of approximately 1 km of 6” concrete 
coated natural gas flowline offshore Songo Songo Island in water depth 
of 5 to 10 meters for one of its offshore wells (SS-5).

(c) The Consultant will also be required to provide site supervision for the 
pipeline installation phase as per Client approved Method Statement.

The required services will cover, as a minimum:-

1. Planning Phase. (Phase 1)
1.1. Review of existing literature and historical background of the problem 

statement.
1.2. Define the required data to progress with the planning phase.
1.3. Validate the provided data for sufficiency to go into the MoS 

preparation.
1.4. Prepare most feasible Method Statement for Company approval for 

pipe installation and identify risks in the methodology in accordance / 
compliance with PAET HSSE requirements.

1.5. Generate and submit a detailed bill of materials (BoM) required for the 
installation work.

1.6. Identify Long lead items to be procured on a fast-track basis.
1.7. Identify potential suppliers of the entire BoM.
1.8. Identify resources both human and machinery required for phase 2.

2.   Execution Phase. (Phase 2)

2.1. Provide site supervision of works. 
2.2. Prepare work instructions and job orders.
2.3. Make sure works are executed as per approved Method Statement.

3.   Specific technical capabilities and qualification required:

3.1. Submit Marine engineering or related qualifications from recognised 
instructions.

3.2. Provide proof of relevant experience on completed projects of a similar 
nature and scope.

3.3. Demonstrate competence and currency in training on various Health & 
Safety Courses e.g. First aid, permit to work, Risk assessment courses 
etc.

3.4.Demonstrate evidence of extensive experience in all offshore pipe-lay 
methods e.g., J, S and tow-pull installation methods.

3.5. Demonstrate evidence of not less than 10 years of marine engineering 
works involving offshore pipe laying.

3.6. Present to Company Basic Offshore Safety, Induction & Emergency 
Training (BOSIET) certificate(s)” For personnel to be engaged in the 
project up to phase 2.

(d) Potential Bidders must submit information to demonstrate their 
technical competency and relevant experience.  As a minimum, this 
must include the following:

1. For Tanzania Registered Companies provide Proof of Registration in 
EWURA’s LSSP Database as a Local Service Provider as defined under 
the Petroleum (Local Content) Regulations 2017 and compliant with the 
Petroleum (Local Content) regulations 2017 in all aspects.

2. Current annual returns generated from BRELA Online Registration 
System.

3. Proof of registration with local authorities in Tanzania. Attach Company 
Registration/Incorporation certificate, Tax Identification Number (TIN) 
and Value Added Tax (VAT) certificates, Valid Business License, 
Regulatory licenses and permits or compliance certificate (as 
applicable).

4. Health, Safety and Environmental. (Provide OSHA compliance 
certificate for the current year/annual subscription, safety, Evidence of 
a safety management system (should have evidence of reporting 
system and culture, incident and accident investigation process or 
procedure, Emergency response plan, NEMC registration (if possible), 
Fire compliance certificate, Appointment of a HSE professional, 
Medical insurance cover for employee’s, Performance statistics for 3 
years and Environmental policy).

5. Current approved ESG policy for international companies (For Local 
companies this will be an added advantage)

6. Proof of financial capability (provide latest approved audited financial 
statements for the past 3 years) and a Letter from your Bank.

7. Experienced personnel able to exhibit how best it is able to meet the 
technical and financial aspects of the audit and its readiness to 
complete the works within the agreed timeline following award of the 
contract.

(e) Interested Parties may obtain full Scope of Work (SoW) by writing to the 
email addresses given below.

(f) All correspondence regarding this enquiry shall be in writing and 
communicated by e-mail via the emails provided below, otherwise the 
potential bidder may be disqualified from tendering at the sole 
discretion of PanAfrican Energy Tanzania Limited. 

(g) Deadline for submission of quotes is on Monday, 2nd May 2023 at 2pm. 
Any RFQ submitted after the deadline will be disqualified.

Through the provision of the above, adherence to the requirements, and 
provision of any other relevant materials, potential Bidders should be able  to 
demonstrate they are a reputable company, willing, capable, experienced, and 
appropriately competent in supplying the said Services in remote areas 
preferably to the Oil & Gas/Mining Industry. 

Shortlisted bidders will be subject to necessary due diligence checks.

Physical RFQ to be delivered to the following address: 

PanAfrican Energy Tanzania Limited Offices in Oysterbay, Oyster Plaza, 5th 
Floor, Haile Selassie Road, P.O. Box 80139, Dar es  Salaam, Tanzania, Attn. 
Bizimana Ntuyabaliwe, Deputy Managing Director.

Electronic RFQ to be sent to the following emails:

(bntuyabaliwe@panaricanenergy.com) and a copy to 
(rmohele@panafricanenergy.com) and 
(peter.sololo@panafricanenergy.com) on the last day of submission.
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Grassroots organisation calls upon  countries to transform food systems
By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

PRESIDENT of Slow Food, a 
global and grassroots organisa-
tion, Edie Mukiibi has called on 
the countries across the globe to 
transform food systems and adopt 
agro ecological farming methods 
to fight the increasing impacts of 
climate change.

In a statement availed to the me-
dia, Mukiibi said that as the Inter-
national Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) continues to warn countries 
worldwide, it was important to act 
now because the coming years are 
crucial for the future of the planet.

He said this ahead of World 
Earth Day 2023 where this year’s 

theme is “Invest in Our Planet.”
 In its latest report, the IPCC 

stressed the importance of shifting 
towards sustainable diets in the 
fight against the climate crisis and 
endorsed agro-ecology, together 
with the empowerment of local 
communities, as key climate solu-
tions.

Mukiibi said that Slow Food 
maintains that agriculture, nutri-
tion and health should be under-
stood in relation to each other, and 
the roles they can all play in the 
fight against climate change.

“What we grow, how we grow 
it, and how we eat have an enor-
mous impact on public health and 
the health of the planet. In an era 

plagued by malnutrition it is es-
sential to remember the complex 
relationships between soil, oceans, 
plants, animals and humankind. 
Agroecology considers all these ele-
ments together,” said Mukiibi.

He said that it is worth noting that 
soil is the greatest source of biodi-
versity in the world, with two-thirds 
of all living beings hidden under its 
surface, while oceans are our main 
ally against global warming, having 
absorbed 93.4% of excess heat pro-
duced over the last 40 years.

He added that with over half of 
the Earth’s soil now being used by 
humans, we cannot afford to ex-
ploit and degrade it any longer.

“It is now essential to change di-

rection. The laws of soil biology and 
the physiology of plants and ani-
mals must be respected. We must 
stop subsidizing an intensive agri-
cultural model practiced on a large 
scale, which has compromised soil 
ecosystems. We must focus on the 
health and fertility of the soil, valu-
ing agricultural methods that pre-
serve biodiversity and restore the 
microbiome. That is: agroecology!” 
Mukiibi underlined.

Regarding the seas, Mukiibi said 
that more than 190 countries have 
recently signed a historic agree-
ment to protect life in the world’s 
oceans and that the new global 
treaty aims to safeguard biodiver-
sity and convert 30 percent of all 

international waters into marine 
protected areas by 2030.

He however said that this is an 
important step forward consider-
ing that today only 1.2 percent of 
these areas are protected. Like the 
soil, oceans cannot be seen as an 
economic resource at our disposal, 
but must be considered a common 
good to be managed collectively.

“We all need healthy food. But we 
can only count on being able to pro-
duce it if the ecosystems of the soil 
and the seas are healthy. “The Slow 
Food movement knows that the 
only way we can overturn the injus-
tice of a food system based on the 
plundering of natural resources is a 
transition to agroecology,” Mukiibi 

added.
He said that agroecology is the 

set of agricultural practices that is 
also a vision, a science that focuses 
on the conservation of biodiver-
sity, ecosystems, and the needs of 
communities and it’s the model to 
ensure long-term food security for 
everyone on this planet.

Slow Food is a worldwide net-
work of local communities founded 
in 1989 to prevent the disappear-
ance of local food cultures and 
traditions. It has become a global 
movement that involves millions of 
people in more than 160 countries 
and works so that we can all have 
access to good, clean and fair food

Tabora Regional Police Commander Richard Abwao pictured earlier this week showing journalists what he said were some of the equipment and various other items vandals 
had stolen from water infrastructure in Tabora District only to be later recovered in crackdowns mounted by law-enforcement agents. Photo: Correspondent Mohab Dominick

By Guardian Reporter

NINE Tanzanian students at the Confu-
cius Institute at the University of Dar es 
Salaam have been declared winners of a 
Chinese language proficiency contest.

Twenty-nine students participated in 
the competition as part of celebrations to 
mark the UN Chinese Language Day which 
fell on April 20.

The competition was aimed at assessing 
the proficiency of the students in various 
skills of the Chinese language, including 

Chinese speech and knowledge about Chi-
na as well as a talent show.

Twenty-year-old Sharon Emmanuel Mu-
nisi, a first-year student pursuing political 
science and public administration at the 
university, did not mince her words when 
she was declared the top winner.

“I decided to learn Chinese because it 
is key to getting employment in Chinese 
companies operating in Tanzania,” Munisi 
said, adding that the Chinese language has 
many other opportunities, including in 
the diplomacy platform.

Pendo Malangwa, the University of Dar 
es Salaam director for Quality Assurance, 
said Chinese language learning was an ef-
fective approach to further developing 
Sino-Africa ties.

The competition established in 2013 in 
Tanzania has helped promote and encour-
age students to work hard and inspired 
potential students who will be interested 
in learning Chinese, said Malangwa who 
represented the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
responsible for Academics, Bonaventure 
Rutinwa.

Malangwa said there were more than 
10,000 Chinese people and at least 500 
small and large Chinese-run enterprises in 
Tanzania that need a large number of Tan-
zanians who have different talents and can 
speak Chinese.

Zhang Xiaozhen, director of the Confu-
cius Institute at the University of Dar es 
Salaam, said the Chinese Language Day, 
launched in 2010, aims to celebrate mul-
tilingualism and cultural diversity and 
promote the equal use of the six official 
languages of the United Nations, which 

include Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian, and Spanish.

Nine Tanzanian varsity students win Chinese language contest 

PARIS

AFRICAN countries have been challenged to ask for 
win-win partnerships if they are to win in the competitive 
markets.

Anthony Nkinzo Kamole, Director General of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo’s (DRC) National Investment 
Agency made the call on Tuesday when speaking at a 
forum organised by the French Council of Investors in 
Africa (CIAN) in Paris, France. “Time for a new deal with 
Africa” is the theme of the forum.

The African continent is a major supplier of energy to 
the European Union, and has many raw materials and 
rare metals that are essential to the energy transition and 
are highly sought after around the world.

Kamole noted that global development will not happen 
without the continent.

“Today, when you look at coltan, and all the derivatives 
that are behind it, we can only talk about the DRC. And I 
also mentioned phosphate and potash. Today, these are 
extremely important elements in the DRC and this proves 
that it key to Africa. The future of the world is playing out 
in Africa and the future of Africa is in the DRC,” he said.

Industrialisation is an essential pillar of African devel-
opment. To achieve this goal, the DRC is banking on its 
“Industrialisation Master Plan”, which costs 58 billion dol-
lars. The aim is to revive the sector by focusing on three 
key areas.

“First of all, it is the agri-food sector, then energy, which 
is extremely important, and then infrastructure. And 
these $58 billion are distributed on the issues of ports, 
airports on the issues of energy and on the issues of hy-
drocarbons and these are elements that are extremely 
important on these industrial projects,” said Kamole.

These projects will be carried out together with Euro-
pean partners.

In Senegal, the government wants to create the best 
business conditions for companies as Abdoulaye Baldé, 
Director General of the Senegalese Agency for the Promo-
tion of Investment and Major Works (APIX) explains.

New deal: African countries 
crave win-win partnerships

By Correspondent Shaban Njia, Kahama

THE National Housing Corporation 
(NHC) has commenced construction 
of a 1bn/- worth modern commercial 
complex in Bukondamoyo ward, Ka-
hama Municipal Council, Shinyanga 
Region that will help create jobs and 
facelift the municipality.

The proposed state-of-the art com-
plex is set to facelift the Kahama Mu-
nicipality, as it will have 84 shops, res-
taurants, supermarkets, car wash and 
other services.

Shinyanga NHC regional manager, 
Angelina Magazi revealed this yester-
day during the inspection of the con-
struction site, promising to recruit 
young people around the area for jobs.

She said that the implementation of 
the project, which is expected to be 
completed in the next six months, will 
be a great opportunity for Kahama resi-
dents and nearby areas.

NHC’s project manager, Eng Mburuga 

Matamwe said, the construction of the 
project is a big investment that has 
never been done in Shinyanga promis-
ing to supervise it well and ensure it is 
completed on time.

“Traders will be able to rent at the 
complex at an affordable rate, this will 
stimulate businesses and economic 
development in the region,” he said.

Located near the small bus station 
of Bukondamoyo and the investment 
area accommodating small and large 
industries famous as Dodoma, the 
complex will provide priority to young 
people in various unskilled jobs with 
vendors doing their business through-
out the construction period.

One of the residents, Felister Joram 
said they will be happy if they are giv-
en priority in temporary jobs includ-
ing fetching water, moving construc-
tion materials for technicians as some 
of the projects are implemented by 
hiring young people from outside the 
region.

NHC builds commercial 
complex in Kahama MC

Joanes Martin, Simanjiro District’s Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Agency (Ruwasa) manager, makes remarks at the water users’ half-term 
annual meeting at Orkesumet township on Thursday on the Controller and Auditor General’s report for financial year 2021/2022 and that of the 
agency’s internal auditor. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

I decided to learn Chinese 
because it is key to get-
ting employment in Chi-
nese companies operating 
in Tanzania,” Munisi said, 
adding that the Chinese 
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AU, regional groupings to discuss harmonisation of road transport regulatory frameworks in Africa
By Guardian Reporter

A Continental workshop on har-
monisation of Africa road transport 
regulatory frameworks organised 
by the African Union Commission 
(AUC) in partnership with the Euro-
pean Union (EU) funded tripartite 
transport and transit facilitation 
programme (TTTFP) underway in 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

 The four-day workshop from 
18th to 21st April ,2023 organised to 
assess progress on the harmonisa-
tion and implementation of vehicle 
load management (VLM) in Africa, 
exchanging best practices on poli-
cies and standards while soliciting 
realistic proposals for a continental 

VLM strategy.
Addressing the workshop during 

the opening session on behalf of 
AUC director of infrastructure and 
energy, Dr Kamugisha Kazaura, act-
ing head of transport and mobility 
division Eric Ntagengerwa empha-
sised the importance of harmo-
nising road transport regulatory 
instruments in order to realise re-
gional integration and aid trade fa-
cilitation by laying the groundwork 
for the effective implementation of 
the African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA).

“Road transport facilitates rough-
ly 80 per cent of trade on the con-
tinent, and demand is expected 
to rise significantly in the coming 

years, aided by AfCFTA, which is 
why we need to increase the effi-
ciency and capacity of transporta-
tion infrastructure and services for 
the movement of goods and people 
within and beyond borders.”

Ntagengerwa said harmonisa-
tion of road transport will stimu-
late African economies by allowing 
African enterprises to expand and 
enter new markets, increase pro-
ductivity, generate jobs, accelerate 
industrialisation, and contribute to 
the achievement of Agenda 2063 
aspirations, goals, and objectives.

He praised the efforts made in the 
Tripartite region, which covers 800 
million people, to harmonise tran-
sit and transportation instruments, 

adding, “This is an opportune time 
to scale up the best practices at the 
continental level to address trading 
barriers and realise a liberalised 
road transport market in Africa. 
The AUC is ready to provide Mem-
ber States and Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs) with the re-
quired leadership and support.”

Bernard Dzawanda on behalf of 
COMESA director of infrastructure 
& logistics Baptiste Mutabazi said 
“the three RECS are working toward 
the broader goal of accelerating 
continental economic integration, 
boosting economic growth, reduc-
ing poverty, and achieving sustain-
able economic development.”

 Petra Pereyra, EU Ambassador 

to Botswana and SADC, discussed 
the EU’s experience in integrating 
transport systems across the EU re-
gion. “To enable this level of intra-
European mobility, we had to work 
tirelessly for decades to remove 
regulatory impediments to trans-
port and trade in the EU. And this 
is the type of hard work that the 
TTTFP has been conducting for the 
past five years in collaboration with 
25 SADC, EAC, and COMESA mem-
ber states.”

On the first day, the workshop 
focused on the causes and effects 
of vehicle overloading across the 
continent, emerging technologies 
and innovations, and continental 
initiatives on road transport and 

transit facilitation, as well as les-
sons learned from these programs 
to unlock the potential of AfCFTA, 
which is dependent on factors such 
as the removal of Non-Tariff Barri-
ers to Trade (NTBs).

The foundations for the discus-
sions are the recently adopted 
Tripartite Vehicle Load Manage-
ment Agreement (VLMA), Multilat-
eral Cross Border Road Transport 
Agreement (MCBRTA), and Model 
Laws and Regulations by the Tri-
partite Council of Ministers of the 
Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA), East Af-
rican Community (EAC), and South-
ern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC).

R-L Chief of Communications, UNICEF Nigeria, Rajat Madhok, UNICEF Chief of Health in Nigeria, Dr Eduardo Celades, and Health Manager Immunization, UNICEF Nigeria, Dorothy 
Ochola-Odongo

JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa has one of the world’s high-
est murder rates, with about 20,000 murders 
recorded every year out of a population of 60 
million.

South African Police Minister Bheki Cele 
and National Police commissioner Fannie 
Masemola visit the scene of a mass shooting 
at a birthday party in Kwazakhele, Gqeberha, 
South Africa.

Unknown gunmen have stormed a home-
stead in the South African city of Pietermaritz-
burg and ambushed a family, killing 10 people, 
police said.

Police did not give a motive for the shooting. 
Those killed included seven women and three 
men, the police ministry said in a statement.

South Africa has one of the world’s highest 
murder rates, with about 20,000 murders re-
corded every year out of a population of 60 
million.

From July 1 to September 30, 2022, more 
than 7,000 people were murdered in crimes 
reported to the South African Police Service 
(SAPS).

Almost 1,000 women were among those 
murdered during the period in 2022. More 
than 13,000 women were also victims of assault 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm, and 
1,277 women were victims of attempted mur-
der.

Gunmen killed eight people and wounded 
three others at a birthday party in the city of 
Gqeberha in the Eastern Cape in January, fol-
lowing a spate of mass gun attacks last year.

Ten people dead as gunmen 
ambush family in South Africa

By Benoit-Ivan Wansi 

FACED with the effects of climate change, 
which pose risks of food insecurity, particu-
larly in Africa, a new initiative jointly sup-
ported by the International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) should promote solar ir-
rigation in nine countries on the continent by 
2025.

Large-scale solar applications for agricul-
ture (LSSAA). This is the new programme 
recently launched by the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) in partnership with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). At 
a total cost of US$2 million and over a two-
year period, the initiative aims to integrate so-
lar energy into agricultural practices in nine 
African countries.

These include Benin, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Mali, Niger, Uganda, Senegal, 
Sudan, South Sudan and Togo, all of which 
are suffering from drought that is drying up 
farmers’ crops. To address this and secure the 
livelihoods of rural populations in particular, 
the SSAAU “will provide beneficiaries with 
improved access to energy and a sustainable 

irrigation solution through new and innova-
tive models of deploying solar water pumping 
(SWP) systems,” says the ASI.

The India-based intergovernmental institu-
tion intends to mobilise $1,000 billion by 2030 
to invest in several solar solutions that could 
boost sustainable development, particularly 
south of the Sahara where agriculture generates 
32% of gross domestic product (GDP) and up to 
65% of employment, according to the World 
Bank. Thus, UNDP is strengthening its involve-
ment in initiatives focusing on solar irrigation to 
increase agricultural yields and strengthen the 
sector’s climate resilience in the region.

In Sudan, for example, the UN agency and the 
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOI-
CA) are co-financing a $7 million project called 
Promoting Renewable Energy and Sustainable 
Financing as a means to improve farmers’ liveli-
hoods and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions. 

The initiative launched in 2019 and is expect-
ed to be completed by 2023 with the deploy-
ment of 450 pumps powered by 5.12 and 3.12 
kWp solar off-grid systems. These installa-
tions should replace the existing diesel-pow-
ered systems on farms in the Nile basin.

UNDP-supported project combines 
solar and agriculture in 9 countries

Solar power supports agriculture in Africa

By Nkechi Onyedika-Ugoeze, 
Abuja

THE United Nations Children 
Fund (UNICEF) in partner-
ship with the National Primary 
Health Care Development 
Agency, GAVI, the World Health 
Organisation, and the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
have developed a “zero-dose” 
strategy to reach children who 
have missed out on routine im-
munization in the 100 most de-
prived local government areas 
in 18 states, in Nigeria.

About 2.2 million children in 
Nigeria have never received a 

vaccination according to “The 
State of the World’s Children 
Report 2023,” released on 
Thursday by UNICEF.

The report described Nigeria 
as a home for the second larg-
est number of zero-dose chil-
dren in the world.

UNICEF Chief of Health in 
Nigeria, Dr Eduardo Celades, 
stated that the reasons for the 
large number of children in Ni-
geria who have not taken any 
single immunization was due 
to the weak healthcare systems 
and lack of access, to Primary 
Healthcare facilities as a re-
sult of insecurity and violent 

conflict in the northeast of the 
Northwest.

He said, “When I talk about 
a weak healthcare system, I 
mean that there are not enough 
nurses and other midwives, 
there are not enough doctors, 
enough commodities from the 
supply chain because we don’t 
get the vaccines to the last mile 
. We are expanding cold chain 
capacity diso ensured the avail-
ability of vaccines at all levels. 
Because of the weak primary 
healthcare system, when the 
COVID-19 came, the ability of 
the system to respond to dif-
ferent concurrent needs was 

really limited. So that’s what we 
saw that kind of slowed down 
on the progress.

Celades explained that the 
new report showed that be-
cause of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, vaccination rates was 
decreasing.

He said, “We have seen like 
Nigeria is the second country 
in the world with Zero dose 
children which means children 
that have not had a single vac-
cine, an additional 2.2 million 
we see that every year. not vac-
cinated at all. What happened 
in Nigeria was that the progress 
continued even during the Cov-

id-19 pandemic, the country 
improved vaccination coverage 
progress, and move forward. 
However, the progress was not 
at the pace or at the speed that 
we need. It still will have this 
big mass of Zero dose children. 
Still, the coverage of banditry 
betters ways like the pentava-
lent three coverage makes it 
difficult to read a proxy is prob-
ably a good proxy for immuni-
zation existing 57%. But when 
blue can come in and defend 
so this is quite remarkable, and 
we need to put that in the day. 
So what happened in Nigeria, 
and as well as the rest of the 

world why this is happening 
what progress has slowed. 
Down or has even decreased. 
So there were two main factors.

Celades noted that UNICEF, 
working with partners with 
government, actors is conduct-
ing an analysis and have iden-
tified 1, 200 wards in 18 Local 
government Areas for across 
the country and also doing 
something like a Catch Up 
campaign, a mix of outreach 
and campaigns with the aim to 
catch up 1 million children we 
missed in the next 700 days.

“This is an ambitious target 
that we’re working with NPH-

CDA and we hope to work with 
partners like Gavi, WHO and 
others, and we probably will 
catch up. 

And last but not least, and 
we are the most important 
in the long term what is our 
vision is to strengthen the 
health system, not only at the 
facility level, hiring nurses, 
doctors, and midwives and 
showing that facilities are well 
equipped and that they have 
solar panels, water, but as well 
as community level how we 
can ensure that we have more 
incentives for community 
health workers.”

UNICEF, others develop zero-dose strategy to reach children in Nigeria 
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We should help our children
 to nurture culture of reading

Parents and guardians are 
supposed to improve home liter-
acy environments that help pro-
mote the reading culture among 
children at an early age as they 
improve their learning.

  There is need for promotion 
of ownership and involvement 
of parents in co-creating literacy 
environments, programmes and 
how they are run.

 It’s critical to involve the par-
ents or caregivers at the centre of 
literacy processes and empower 
both literate and non-literate ones 
to support their children’s literacy 
development. 

 Therefore, parents should  play 
a role and get involved in helping 
children to nurture a culture of 
reading.

We appreciate  the current ef-
forts to complement the govern-
ment’s programmes to improve 
and make literacy spaces inclu-
sive and accessible for all.

However,    there is still a long 
way to go     for better guidance 
in writing books to increase the 
number of books related to the 
competence-based curriculum. 

As an emphasis, the country 
should roll  out   campaigns to 
promote literacy as a critical skill 
in foundational learning.

 We are therefore calling for 
joint efforts to embrace the read-
ing culture even in the communi-
ty by creating community-based 
reading places among other ma-
jors.

According to a UNICEF study, 
only one parent in five parents 
engages in learning activities yet 
more than half of the children are 
left home alone or in the care of 
siblings.

We are very fast becoming a na-
tion that has lost appetite of read-
ing anything serious rather than 
opting for flimsy issues.

Issues emanating from yellow 

journalism in the form of scams 
appear to be attractive stories to 
be read by our people. It is even 
worse when considering reading 
books, a culture which is already 
lost and mostly has ended up with 
one’s graduation day from the 
College.

The government has cautioned 
against lack of interest among 
youths in immersing in literature 
on serious issues when at school, 
saying they risk losing global op-
portunities.

Reading   therefore is the pro-
cess of taking in the sense or 
meaning of letters, symbols, etc., 
especially by sight or touch. 

For educators and researchers, 
reading is a multifaceted process 
involving such areas as word rec-
ognition,  orthography  (spell-
ing),  alphabetics,  phonics,  pho-
nemic awareness, vocabulary, 
comprehension, fluency, and mo-
tivation.   Reading is typically an 
individual activity, done silently, 
although on occasion a person 
reads out loud for other listeners; 
or reads aloud for one’s own use, 
for better comprehension.

Major predictors of an individu-
al’s ability to read both alphabetic 
and non-alphabetic scripts are 
oral language skills,.

As a  leisure activity, children 
and adults read because it is 
pleasant and interesting. In the 
US, about half of all adults read 
one or more books for pleas-
ure each year.   About 5 per cent 
read more than 50 books per 
year.   Americans read more if 
they  have more education, read 
fluently and easily, are female, live 
in cities, and have higher socioec-
onomic status.  Children become 
better readers when they know 
more about the world in general, 
and when they perceive reading 
as fun rather than another chore 
to be performed. 

 Vanuatu twin cyclones underscore the Pacific’s 
vulnerability to compounding climate disasters  
 By Sanjay Srivastava and Sudip Ranjan 

Basu

Two destructive Category 4 
tropical cyclones, Judy and Kevin, 
and an earthquake of 6.5 magni-
tude impacted over 80 per cent 
of the Vanuatu population from 1 
to 3 March 2023. To address this 
emergency situation, the UN, along 
with Pacific member States have 
deployed personnel on the ground 
to coordinate humanitarian assis-
tance and prepare post-disaster 
damage assessment.

Sitting in the Pacific “Ring of 
Fire,” Vanuatu experiences fre-
quent volcanic and seismic ac-
tivity. And along with the other 
Pacific small island developing 
States (SIDS), Vanuatu faces ex-
istential threats due to rising sea 
level, ocean acidification and the 
increased frequency and severity 
of natural disasters and is on the 
front line of climate crisis.

The twin cyclones and an earth-
quake in just 48 hours remind the 
world that seismic and climate 
risks are converging and inten-
sifying - no community feels this 
stronger than those of the Blue Pa-
cific Continent.

On macro-economic impact, in 
fact, Pacific SIDS face Average An-
nual Losses from multiple hazards 
totaling to US$ 1.1 billion in the cur-
rent scenario. This figure is set to 
increase to US$ 1.3 billion under 
moderate and US$1.4 billion un-
der worst-case climate warming 
scenarios. As a percentage of GDP, 
Vanuatu, Tonga and Palau are pro-
jected to face highest losses - Vanu-
atu is projected to lose a staggering 
20 per cent GDP annually due to 
disasters.

In ESCAP’s recent report, the 
analysis shows that at 1.5 to 2.0 °C 
warming, there are likely intensify-
ing annual wind speeds of tropical 

cyclones and that the risk of tropi-
cal cyclones is expected to expand 
and include newer areas beyond 
the historical tracks (Figure 2). Va-
nuatu in particular, will experience 
higher risk of tropical cyclone both 
in terms of the intensification as 
well as geographic expansion of 
the riskscape.

As cyclone hazards are inten-
sifying and deviating from their 
traditional tracks, their greater 
complexity results in deeper un-
certainties in the ability to predict. 
Our Blue Pacific Continent is not 
sufficiently prepared.

Formulating transformative 
actions

As the climate changes, the 
riskscape is transforming. These 
disaster risks compound and cas-
cade to amplify the great hardship 
experienced by the Pacific SIDS in 
terms of population and critical 
infrastructure exposure. The argu-
ment for transformative action to 
mitigate and adapt to intensifying 
and expanding disaster risks in the 
Blue Pacific Continent has never 
been more compelling.

First, early warning for all is an 
imperative, needs to capture com-
pounding risks.

The UN Secretary-General high-
lighted that every person on the 
planet is to be covered by early 
warning systems by 2027. The Sen-
dai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction sets the increase in 
availability and access to of multi-
hazard early warning systems as 
a distinct target, Target G, to be 
achieved by 2030. As per the lat-
est Sendai Framework reporting 
of Target G, large gaps remain for 
many countries in the Pacific SIDS.

Relative to other countries in 
the subregion, Vanuatu’s Target G 
scores are high, reporting substan-
tial to comprehensive coverage of 

multi-hazard early warning sys-
tems across all indicators. WMO’s 
Regional Specialized Meteorologi-
cal Centre in Nadi, Fiji was provid-
ing early warnings in the face of 
power outages and surmounting 
uncertainties - as a result, there 
have been no reported fatalities.

Second, transformative adapta-
tion solutions are needed.

To minimize and prevent sys-
temic and cascading risk, we need 
to make new infrastructure and 
water resource management more 
resilient. Improving dryland crop 
production and using nature-
based solutions such as increasing 
mangroves protection are also pri-
ority adaptation solutions.

1.5 per cent of GDP for adapta-
tion investment is estimated to be 
needed in Pacific SIDS - three times 
less than the average losses project-
ed. These adaptation investments 
must be risk-informed and strate-
gically directed towards policy ac-
tions that yield high cost-benefits. 
Where there are multi-hazard risk 
hotspots across the region, risk-in-
formed policy and transformative 
actions should capitalize on inter-
sectoral synergies and co-benefits.

Third, the 2050 Strategy for the 
Blue Pacific Continent provides a 
clear pathway

With the adoption of the 2050 
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Con-
tinent in July 2022, Pacific SIDS 
have developed a clear pathway to 
synergize regional priorities with 
accelerated implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment, the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction and the 
SAMOA Pathway.

Next generation risk analytics, 
advances in climate science, geo-
spatial modeling, Artificial Intelli-
gence and machine learning must 
be at the heart of people-centered 
and evidence-based decision-mak-

ing. And, the Framework for Resil-
ient Development in the Pacific is 
an ideal platform to take forward 
some of the policy decisions.

Strengthening subregional and 
regional cooperation platform

Tropical cyclones, often trans-
boundary in nature, require an ar-
chitecture of regional co-operation 
mechanisms to effectively manage 
the shared risks. In this instance, 
local capacities and regional sup-
port mechanisms should be com-
mended. To further strengthen 
this work, the lesson from Vanu-
atu’s back-to-back cyclones and 
earthquake is to have effective, im-
pact-based and risk informed early 
warning systems that can capture 
the complexity and dynamisms of 
a compounding risk.

 The Asia-Pacific Risk and Re-
silience Portal was developed by 
ESCAP with the goal of creating a 
user-friendly one stop platform for 
policymakers to access a vast array 
of scientific information and deci-
sion support tools to promote risk 
informed policy decisions.

Furthermore, the Vanuatu in-
cidents underscores the need for 
conducting a rapid post-disaster 
needs assessment that can support 
formulation of a long-term recov-
ery strategy and plan for its re-
construction by applying a stand-
ardized approach with innovative 
methodology and framework.

The overlapping and trans-
boundary nature of risks expe-
rienced by countries of the Blue 
Pacific Continent cannot be ad-
dressed without solidarity and col-
lective action towards strengthen-
ing regional cooperation platform.

Sanjay Srivastava is Chief, Dis-
aster Risk Reduction, United Na-
tions Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP)

 By Dr Sipho Nyathi

The theme of last year’s World Tuberculosis (TB) 
Day was ‘Invest to end TB’ - an apt theme acknowledg-
ing the critical shortfall in funding for TB if we are to 
meet the 2035 goal of eliminating TB globally.

South Africa is one of the highest TB-burdened 
countries and has the additional burden of a high 
proportion of HIV co-infected TB patients, and a 
high prevalence of drug-resistant TB. Children, par-
ticularly those younger than five, are the most at 
risk for contracting TB and are more likely to have 
poor outcomes if diagnosed late. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) estimates that South Africa has 
approximately 27 000 children (under the age of 15) 
living with TB but, with a detection rate of 65%, ap-

proximately one-third of children are being left un-
diagnosed or unreported. If identified early, children 
do very well on treatment, including when they have 
drug-resistant TB.

So why are children not being prioritised?
‘a renaissance period for paediatric TB’
Prior to 2012, TB in children was not being docu-

mented by conventional surveillance, with the WHO 
only starting to provide estimates in 2012. Since then, 
“the decade was to be considered as a renaissance 
period, with [a] rise in attention, effort, advocacy 
and investment focused on paediatric TB”, reads an 
article published in Pathogens MDPI. Despite this rise 
in investment, the $91 million (10% of total annual TB 
R&D spending) raised globally for TB research in chil-

dren, still falls far short of the $200 million needed to 
achieve the global targets for TB elimination, the au-
thors write. Children, particularly those younger than 
five, are the most at risk for contracting TB and are 
more likely to have poor outcomes if diagnosed late.

In South Africa, spending on children likely reflects 
international trends - this is despite South Africa be-
ing a high TB burden country with multiple overlap-
ping epidemics such as drug resistance, HIV, and mal-
nutrition that further strain children’s health.

In response to the call by the WHO in 2013 to invest 
more resources in surveillance and detection in chil-
dren, South Africa committed at the United Nations 
High-Level Meeting in 2018 to identify over 95 500 
children between 2018 and 2022. By the end of 2021, 
we had achieved 63% of the target.

We need more dedicated investment to address TB in children

Low voltage fencing effective 
antidote for wildlife intrusions

 EXTENSIVE efforts are being pur-
sued around the country to reduce the 
frequency and intensity of what is eu-
phemistically known as human -wild-
life conflicts, an area that has lately at-
tracted a 6m euros (16bn/-) grant from 
Germany, via its development agency, 
GIZ. The sector minister affirmed that 
wildlife conservation is constantly 
faced with intrusion of animals into set-
tled areas and especially laying waste 
to farms. The danger to food security, 
properties is clear.

One result is to impede wildlife con-
servation when people move to poison 
such animals with vegetable or meat 
set as a trap. Just to show that current 
approaches will take a while to cover 
all needy areas of the country, the three 
years project that GIZ is supporting will 
focus on the Selous ecosystem in the 
southern wildlife circuit. Unless similar 
projects are taking place elsewhere, 
apace with this or other initiative, it is 
clear that covering national parks and 
game reserves will take time.

Yet, as a matter of fact, it doesn’t 
need projects stretched for 20 years 
or so to put an end to intrusions of 
wildlife into farms. All what is needed 
is bank credit where all districts facing 
such problems hire companies to put 
a minimum of electrical fencing that 
puts away fairly big animals. Such fenc-
es would be low enough to the ground 
and carry fairly low voltage electricity 
to shock animals, not kill them; with 
such experience they would soon 
learn that approaching any farms can 
be costly.

This sort of ‘human wildlife conflict’ 
is typical of poor countries where no 
visible or workable boundaries exist 
between the wildlife sphere and set-
tled areas. Women for instance still 
have to go into the bush to seek fire-
wood, or boys take cattle to the very 

boundaries of national parks or game 
reserves, amplifying the possibility of 
such ‘conflicts.’ The issue is who is go-
ing to bell the cat, and there the mode 
of ownership or management of the 
parks or reserves is a problem, as they 
can’t do it.

Designers of the current project 
were upbeat about the potential im-
pact, saying that apart from mitigating 
such conflicts, the project will reduce 
government expenditures in paying 
compensation to affected commu-
nities. It will similarly improve food 
security and safety, while enhancing 
cooperation between conservation 
authorities and communities. It is not 
clear if compensation is regularly paid 
with such intrusions, but livestock in-
trusions lead to forfeiture.

Formulas enunciated like communi-
ties being empowered through train-
ing on appropriate mitigation meth-
ods, where the key features include 
colouring of elephants and geo-fencing 
are somewhat unconvincing.  A check 
with experts showed that geo-fencing 
creates a virtual geographical bound-
ary that triggers action on a mobile 
device when a targeted beast enters or 
exits that boundary.

But this comes down to saying that 
one alerts wildlife rangers if beast is 
nearby, where there is too much shar-
ing of space between animals and vil-
lagers for that method to be reliable. It 
is to shut the gate after the horse has 
bolted. Proper fencing out of animals 
would be far more effective, which can 
be conducted by conservation authori-
ties if there is private sector participa-
tion making them loanable. It can also 
be done by farmers if they were in 
commercial agriculture.

At the moment neither of those op-
tions is available, so we have waiting to 
do.
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By Lucy Magembe

T
ANZANIA is renowned for its 
attractive coastal and marine 
environments which boast 
rich biodiversity and resourc-

es. These coastal ecosystems interact 
and sustain diverse marine life which is 
an important source of sustenance for 
neighbouring communities and source 
of tourism revenue for the nation. 

Signs of environmental degradation 
as well as decline in natural resources 
and biodiversity are getting notice-
able. This is evidenced by declining fish 
yields, deteriorating conditions of coral 
reefs and gradual reduction in man-
groves and coastal forests. 

This degradation is attributed to un-
sustainable use of coastal resources as 
well as pressure from a growing popu-
lation. Unsustainable and poor man-
agement of resources is the top issue 
impacting coastal ecosystems. Lack of 
planning on available resources for use 
is the second contributor to misman-
agement of resources.

As a means of conserving these coast-
al resources, the Office of the Vice Presi-
dent (Environment) and the Ministry 
of Blue Economy and Fisheries of the 
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar 
in partnership with The Nature Con-
servancy (TNC) and Australia’s Com-
monwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization (CSIRO), with 
financial support from the government 
of Germany through its International 
Climate Initiative (IKI), are participating 
in a project entitled “Strengthening the 
Blue Economy of the Western Indian 
Ocean Through Integration of Ecosys-
tem Services and Effective Biodiversity 
Conservation”. 

The project aims to promote and 
strengthen protection and resilience of 
natural marine resources in the West-
ern Indian Ocean, and to strengthen the 

blue economy.
One of the key project’s outcomes 

was a feasibility study report that com-
bines a scoping study on the status of 
marine spatial planning in Tanzania 
and an analysis of existing policy and 
legal framework for such a plan. 

The resulting study report was pre-
sented at a two-day validation work-
shop attended by diverse group of 
stakeholders ranging from ocean users 
to representatives of Zanzibar Ministry 
of Blue Economy, government technical 
agency staff, blue economy develop-
ment partners and local and interna-
tional non-governmental organizations 
at the Julius Nyerere International Con-
vention Centre.

One of the fundamental steps taken 
by the country is focusing on marine 
spatial planning as a driver of the coun-
try’s sustainable blue economy agenda. 
This is a practical way to establish a 
rational and integrated organization of 
marine space where different uses are 
addressed to minimize and manage im-
pacts on the system. 

In developing a sustainable blue 
economy, the increasing demand for 
marine space, along with the multi-
ple pressures on marine and coastal 
resources requires an integrated ap-
proach for utilization and management 
of ocean space. 

Marine spatial planning provides 
such a vehicle by both protecting the 
most vulnerable and critical habitat 
within marine protected areas and oth-
er tools, and by managing commercial 
activities beyond those core protected 
areas in a way that allows for sustain-
able use of resources. 

Through planning and via improved 
fisheries management, coastal and off-
shore fisheries will be sustainable and 
critical ecosystems, such as coral reefs, 
mangroves and sea grasses, will be bet-
ter protected, reducing the rate of deg-

Sustainable marine resource use key for successful blue economy drive 

shipping, offshore petro-
leum exploration and 
production, coastal and 
marine tourism, subsea 
cables – both electric 
transmission and tel-
ecommunications and 
coastal salt production. 
Priorities afforded to 
each may differ between 
Tanzania Mainland and 
Zanzibar.

Lucy Magembe is 
Tanzania Country Di-
rector for The Nature 
Conservancy.

By Telesphor Magobe

L
AST week, we briefly looked at the World 
Justice Project (WJP) Rule of Law Index 2022, 
which reflects the perspectives and experi-
ences of more than 154,000 people and 

3,600 legal practitioners and other experts in 140 
countries and jurisdictions. In this WJP Rule of Law 
Index 2022 and also in the previous years, Tanzania 
showed improvements in both sub-Saharan Africa 
and global rankings, but could have done better than 
that.

We then concluded that reports like these ones can 
inform Tanzania and other countries about the areas 
that need improvement to make the enforcement of 
the rule of law more effective. But to do so we need to 
improve in the way we think and do things (to think 
and do better than we often do).

Today, I invite you to briefly look at the plight of school-
children, especially the public transport problem during 
this rainy season (but also in other times) and how it im-
pacts on their learning process. I will particularly reflect 
on this issue in the context of Dar es Salaam and in light 
of section 5(2) of the Law of the Child Act (R.E. 2019).

Section 5(2) states that: “A person shall not discrimi-
nate against a child on the grounds of gender, race, age, 
religion, language, political opinion, disability, health 
status, custom, ethnic origin, rural or urban background, 
birth, socioeconomic status, being a refugee or other sta-
tus.” But is it so?

The other day I was travelling by commuter bus and 
public transport was very problematic because it was 
raining and where I was supposed to report at 09:00am, 
I only arrived there at 10:30 – that is after one hour and 
30 minutes. At the commuter bus station, I found and 
also left many people, including schoolchildren, still 
struggling to get transport to places they were going to. 
I don’t know how long it took the schoolchildren to ar-
rive at their schools.

Our shambolic public transport system violates Law of the Child Act

The commuter bus I took was overcrowded with passengers and 
it was very difficult even to turn from one side to the other and 
I hardly saw any schoolchildren inside. How could a schoolchild 
compete with adults who were scrambling to enter the commuter 

bus and only the strongest could enter?
In the circumstances, it was very dif-

ficult for them to get transport and ar-
rive at school on time. Another thing 
is that schoolchildren are sometimes 
denied transport because they pay less 
bus fare compared to that of an adult. If 
they happen to board a commuter bus, 
it looks more of a favour than a right be-
cause they are considered by both com-
muter bus drivers and conductors as a 
liability to the business.

After I finished what I had gone to do 
at the place I had gone, I left for home at 
16:00 and arrived at a bus station where 
I could take another commuter bus at 
18:30. There was heavy traffic jam on 
that day because the road we used was 
under construction and when it rains 
the situation becomes quite appalling.

So, when I arrived at this bus station, I 
found no minibus there while there are 
usually plenty of them. After a while, 
I saw some minibuses coming, one of 
which its conductor loudly announced 

“I don’t take any schoolchildren this time.” 
By the time he said this, three schoolchildren had entered the 

minibus and he was telling them to get out, which they did. In a 
rare case, the driver differed with his conductor on the schoolchil-
dren. He asked his conductor why he told the schoolchildren who 
had entered the minibus to disembark. They started exchanging 
words with each other. Furious as he looked, the driver told his 
conductor to give him the money he had collected from passengers 
in previous trips. He then told the schoolchildren who were told to 
get out of the minibus to enter, closed the door and drove, leaving 
his conductor behind.

Onlookers started laughing at the conductor as he stood under a 
tree in embarrassment, smoking his cigarette. I too felt it was good 
he learned that way not to deny schoolchildren transport on the 
basis of paying a lesser bus fare than an adult.

Although I felt happy about what had happened to the conduc-
tor, we arrived at the end of our journey at 19:30. By this time, it 
was already dark because it was still raining and I started thinking 
of the schoolchildren we left at the bus station waiting for trans-
port and asked myself at what time they would arrive home and 
do their homework. There is really a transport problem for school-
children and both the government and parents haven’t taken this 
issue seriously. I just wonder whether attending classes very late or 
having no sufficient time for personal study and homework results 
in better academic outcomes! Yet, this is the schoolchildren’s daily 
plight.

A solution to the schoolchildren’s transport problem is perhaps 
to make the bus fare the same as that of an adult. After all, it is 
the parents who give it to their children. In this way, the problem 

radation of these habitats and resources, mitigating 
climate change, enhancing local food security and 
sequestering carbon.

The study’s findings indicate that several sectoral 
policies and existing legislation are relevant to the 
management of marine and coastal resources in Tan-
zania, including land, fisheries, environment, forestry, 
tourism, oil and mining, among others. 

It also highlighted need for an integrated and par-
ticipatory resource management approach to resolve 
conflicts that arise amongst stakeholders to be able to 
effectively take advantage of development opportuni-
ties.

Tanzania is one of the fastest growing economies in 
Africa and one of the top three growth performers in 
East Africa. Much of its economy relies on the health 

of its natural ecosystems. It is therefore paramount 
that these natural resources are managed sustainably 
and in a coordinated fashion. 

The country is in the process of developing a com-
prehensive blue economy policy that embraces a full-
scale marine spatial planning for the government to 
jointly manage a range of activities in their respective 
sectoral jurisdictions including environment, fisher-
ies, aquaculture, tourism, maritime transport, energy, 
oil and gas, among others in its exclusive economic 
zone that encompasses both Tanzania Mainland and 
Zanzibar. 

Priorities for development of the blue economy 
for both Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar have been 
identified These include marine capture fisheries and 
aquaculture including seaweed cultivation, ports and 

of denying them trans-
port because they pay 
less will be solved, but 
then another problem 
will be created. This time 
schoolchildren who oc-
cupy less space than 
adults, will be preferred 
by commuter bus drivers 
and conductors to adults 
because the former will 
be considered profitable 
to the business. How-
ever, this won’t be a big 
problem like the one 
schoolchildren face cur-
rently.

Today’s proverb: 
“Sympathy without 
relief is like mustard 
without beef.”

The author is a law-
yer based in Dar es 
Salaam. He can be 
reached at tmagobe@
gmail.com
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By Nuzhat Fatima

T
HE world is becoming increasingly 
coexistent with crises. A pandemic, 
the Ukraine-Russia war, and cost-of-
living crisis are only a few of the or-

deals we’ve seen in just the last two years.
As is characteristic of such crisis settings, 

those already marginalized are further pushed 
back, augmenting existing barriers to access-
ing services, resources and opportunities.

The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
centered around leaving no-one behind be-
come all the more difficult to achieve.

Crisis settings are now leading to a worrying 
trend where those not categorically marginal-
ized are becoming increasingly vulnerable. 
The World Bank estimates that the COVID-19 
pandemic pushed 71-100 million people into 
extreme poverty, giving rise to the “new poor”, 
those above the poverty line pre-pandemic 
who fell below the marker during it.

Against this backdrop, identifying vulner-
abilities for development assistance becomes 
an exponentially more difficult – yet necessary 
process.

In Bangladesh, around 20 percent of the 
population was below the poverty line before 
2020. This figure has increased substantially 
since, and is becoming a phenomenon less 
temporary than expected. In accurately iden-
tifying the vulnerabilities of such groups, con-
ventional, income-centred measures of pov-
erty may fall short.

Policy measures must therefore be dis-
pensed using tools that can effectively deal 
with a range of vulnerabilities, beyond income.

One is the Multidimensional Poverty Index 
(MPI), which captures deprivations in non-
monetary dimensions of wellbeing, utilizing a 
range of indicators in calculating poverty levels 
for a particular population. Poverty levels are 
then represented by an MPI score. The higher 
the figure, the greater the level of poverty.

To see whether multidimensional approach-
es to addressing vulnerability could potentially 
be more helpful during crises the Research Fa-
cility at the UNDP Bangladesh country office 

analyzed data from its “Livelihoods Improve-
ment of Urban Poor Communities” (LIUPC) 
project.

This is a poverty reduction programme 
covering four million urban poor in 19 Bang-
ladeshi cities, and employs the MPI metric to 
identify deprivation levels of potential benefi-
ciaries. Conditional cash grants are provided to 
help eligible MPI-poor households start a busi-
ness or expand an existing one.

These households also received COVID-19 
relief in the form of cash, food, or preventive 
materials as unconditional support, separate 
from grants intrinsically part of the project.

A study presented in a recent UNDP Devel-
opment Futures Series brief compared the 
before-and-during COVID MPI figures of the 
beneficiary group with two other household 
categories – MPI-poor non-grantee house-
holds, and vulnerable MPI non-poor house-
holds. The detailed methodology and results 
of the study can be seen here.

Some of the findings from the study were 
intuitive, business grants disbursed by the pro-
ject generally helped poor households reduce 
their multidimensional poverty levels, despite 
the pandemic.

Far more interesting however were the rath-
er less intuitive policy insights from the analy-
sis: Consider vulnerable non-poor groups in 
development programming

The study’s findings corroborated the emer-
gence of the “new poor”. Households with 
MPI scores not high enough to be eligible for 
grants (but still vulnerable, just below the MPI 
poverty threshold) experienced on average an 
increase in their multidimensional poverty lev-
els during the pandemic.

People in these categories usually remain 
outside the purview of emergency policy meas-
ures, having not met eligibility requirements of 
being “poor” under normal circumstances. As 
such, their vulnerabilities remain unaddressed 
and are exacerbated during crises.

Cash support helps vulnerable groups dur-
ing crises

Findings suggest that the improvement in 
MPI levels was concentrated amongst the poor 

World crises complicate things for underprivileged in Bangladesh

groups, including non-grant receivers, while 
the vulnerable group, who did not receive 
grants, saw poverty levels deteriorating.

The latter group barely received cash sup-
port even in the form of COVID-19 relief, unlike 
the poor groups. This suggests that in crisis 
situations, households that receive uncondi-
tional cash support may be able to use it to im-
prove living conditions in the immediate term, 
including households that are not the neediest 
judging solely by MPI score, but are still vulner-
able and at-risk during crises.

Context-specific MPI can complement in-
come-ba

Increases or decreases in a household’s MPI 

score may obscure changes in households 
with specific vulnerabilities, such as members 
with disabilities, members belonging to a par-
ticular age group, or geographical and regional 
characteristics.

Despite an overall decline in MPI scores 
amongst poor households who received 
grants, the improvement in multidimensional 
poverty was not reflected for grantee house-
holds with disabled members.

Thus, the use of a uniform MPI metric in pro-
gramming, irrespective of variations in local 
contexts, also risks overlooking specific needs 
of vulnerable communities.

Understanding multidimensional poverty 

Food challenges in Vietnam call for global push for systems transformation

would greatly benefit from dynam-
ic data The study used static data 
which cannot account for real-time 
changes occurring after collection. 
In this case, if the data had been dy-
namic and could be updated during 
the pandemic, the project may have 
been able to identify beneficiar-
ies and discern the nature of relief 
needed more appropriately.

		  IPS UN Bureau

Nuzhat Fatima is a Research 
assistant at UNDP Bangladesh.

By Tuyen Huynh

T
HIS month Nature 
spotlighted three in-
sightful new studies 
chronicling food-re-

lated challenges from a global 
perspective. One presented 
worrisome new data on the 
global rise in the prevalence 
of diabetes, high blood pres-
sure and liver disease, all 
linked to obesity. 

Another presented a new 
assessment revealing that 
half of the greenhouse emis-
sions generated by food sys-
tems globally are caused by 
food waste. Finally, the third 
study found that food con-
sumption could add “nearly 
1 degree Celsius to warming 
by 2100,” with most of that 
attributed to global methane 
emissions from meat, dairy 
and rice production.

Studies like these are valu-
able for focusing attention 
on the need for a fundamen-
tal reset from farm to fork in 
the way food is produced and 
consumed around the world. 
But we also must recognize 
their limits.

Chiefly, that solutions to 
the problems they skillfully 
document will fail unless 
adapted to specific social, po-
litical and economic contexts 
on the ground. 

We recently spent two 
years studying food systems 
across Northern Vietnam. 
Our work reveals how much 
food-related challenges can 
change even over relatively 
narrow distances—and how 
solutions must be tailored ac-
cordingly.

The contrasts we docu-
mented can be instructive 
for other countries as well. 
As a fast-growing, rapidly 
urbanizing middle-income 
country that still has a large 
rural population, Vietnam is 
an ideal living laboratory for 
studying the essential role of 
local food environments in 
shaping solutions to global 
food challenges.

In our work, we roamed 
the colorful, richly stocked 
open-air markets and mod-
ern retail outlets of urban 
Hanoi. We traveled just out-
side the city to study the food 
landscape in the populous 
peri-urban area of Dong Anh.

We visited the rural high-
lands of the Moc Chau district 
in Son La Province, where 
people rely on agriculture for 
their livelihoods. Along the 
way, we surveyed thousands 
of people to learn about 
where they purchased food 
and what they ate. Here are a 
few key lessons that emerged.

Food-related issues are 

linked to both what you eat 
and where you eat it. With 
their bounty of choices and 
relatively high incomes, peo-
ple in urban Hanoi tend to 
eat very diverse diets, includ-
ing more meat, dairy and fish, 
than people in other areas 
in Northern Vietnam. It’s the 
opposite in rural Moc Chau: a 
dearth of food outlets and a 
reliance on subsistence farm-
ing leads to a narrower menu 
of options—and diets that are 
heavy in starchy staples. This 

difference produces a sharp 
contrast in food-related 
health problems. In rural ar-
eas, the issue is stunting and 
wasting in poorly fed chil-
dren, which is three to four 
times higher than in urban 
or peri-urban areas. In urban 
areas, an abundance of food 
choices contributes to child-
hood obesity rates that are 6 
to 10 times higher than in the 
other regions we studied.

Problems are clear; solu-
tions are complex—especially 

in local contexts: We know 
that addressing malnutri-
tion requires improving food 
choices, but that also requires 
considering trade-offs that 
can be highly political. For 
example, there is evidence 
that consistent access to nu-
trient-dense meat, fish and 
dairy products can reduce 
malnutrition in low-income 
communities like those we 
studied in rural Vietnam. But 
a lack of these products in lo-
cal diets is a key reason rural 

food systems in Vietnam pro-
duce much lower emissions 
than those in urban areas. 
The solution is two-fold. First, 
we must acknowledge the dif-
ferent realities of people in 
high-income regions globally 
who have an abundance of 
nutritious food choices and 
those in low-income regions 
who have few. Second, sup-
porting efforts in low-income 
communities to adopt en-
vironmentally sustainable, 
climate-positive approaches 
to livestock production—while 
encouraging more modest 
consumption in wealthy re-
gions–can capture their ben-
efits in fighting malnutrition 
while mitigating risks.

Promoting healthy diets re-
quires probing local factors 
behind consumer behavior. 
Compared to other regions 
in Vietnam, a significantly 
higher percentage of rural 
consumers are relying on 
cheap and highly processed 
instant noodles to meet their 
dietary needs. But encourag-
ing a shift to healthier diets 
requires engaging the broader 
constellation of local issues 
driving this choice. For exam-
ple, economic policies that 
drive inflation can negatively 
affect household food budg-
ets. Also, we found the neglect 
local road systems in rural ar-

eas we studied was a factor in 
limiting access to food stores 
and food selection relative to 
urban and peri-urban areas.

Two years ago, 51,000 
people from 193 countries 
participated in the 2021 UN 
Food Systems Summit—with 
many likely to return for this 
summer’s eagerly anticipated 
follow-up.

They are committed to a 
transformation of a global 
food system many view as 
fundamentally broken. The 
latest scientific studies chroni-
cling food-related impacts to 
human and planetary health—
alongside the recent shocks to 
the global food system caused 
by Covid pandemic—certainly 
support this view.

Our work reveals that 
food system challenges vary 
considerably depending on 
where you live—and that de-
veloping effective solutions 
requires a focused effort to 
detect these differences. It 
means if we want to achieve 
a more sustainable food sys-
tem transformation, we must 
think globally but act locally.

Tuyen Huynh is a leading 
food systems expert and 
senior researcher at the Al-
liance of Bioversity Inter-
national and CIAT

Fruit stalls at a local market in Hanoi, Vietnam. Credit: Shutterstock

The already marginalized are further pushed back, augmenting existing barriers to accessing services, resources and opportuni-
ties. Credit: UNDP Bangladesh
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news

By Guardian Reporter

THE National College of 
Tourism (NCT) has started 
to invest heavily in innova-
tive programmes to pro-
duce a wide range of skilled 
experts to serve in the tour-
ism sector’s value chain in 
line with the government’s 
goals to transform the sec-
tor.

The experts are trained 
to meet the required and 
competitive national and 
international standards.

Dr Florian Mtey (pic-
tured) , NCT chief executive 
officer says that the college 
has increased its efforts 
to complement President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan’s 
agenda by training and pro-
ducing more competent 
graduates who will make a 
remarkable contribution in 
the sector.

He says the idea is to 
ensure that tourists vis-
iting Tanzania increase, 
hence boosting the sec-
tor’s growth and helping to 
stimulate socio-economic 
development.

According to him, tour-
ism is one of the sectors that 
have been given priority 
in the sixth-phase govern-
ment after President Samia 
chipped in to strengthen 
promotion of the country’s 
tourist destination interna-
tionally through ‘The Royal 
Tour’ documentary’.

The film which promotes 
various Tanzania’s tourist 
attractions has spread in 
different parts of the world 
and thus increasing the 
number of tourists in the 
country.

Dr Mtey states: “The Col-
lege makes a unique con-

tribution in promoting the 
sector that is why we con-
duct training for the stake-
holders to go along with the 
success obtained from the 
Royal Tour Film.”

He says the number of 
tourists has increased to 
922,692 tourists (48.6 per-
cent) in 2021 from 620,867 
tourists in 2020. Income 
from tourism has also in-
creased by 83 percent to 
$ 1,310.34 million from $ 
714.59 million in 2020.

He also states that last 
year the number of tourists 
from abroad who visited 
various tourist attractions 
in Tanzania from January 
to May 2022 continued to 
increase to 458,048 com-
pared to 317,270 tourists 
who entered the country 
during the same period in 
2021 (44.4 percent).

Dr Mtey: “NCT offers 
training on the entire chain 
of the tourism sector, from 
when the tourist arrives at 
the airport, when enters 
the hotel until goes to our 
various tourist attractions, 
everywhere he will meet 
their students.”

He also says the college 
offers specific courses on 
how to welcome tourists, 
showing them great hospi-
tality for them to remember 
and speak well about Tan-
zania when they go back to 
their home countries.

“But we also provide 
training to the communities 
surrounding the conserva-
tion areas so that they can 
preserve but also benefit 
from those resources,   the 
college collaborates with 
other institutions world-
wide to offer better edu-
cation that is being recog-

nized internationally,” he 
explains.

Mohamed Mchengerwa, 
Minister for Natural Re-
sources and Tourism once 
quoted as saying the sector 
can contribute more than 
that.

“Tanzanians have high 
hopes for us and this Min-
istry, its contribution to the 
national income reaches 
21 to 25 percent, but it is 
not enough for a nation 
burdened with culture,” 
Mchengerwa said.

The college which oper-
ates in four campuses—Aru-
sha, Bustani, Temeke and 
Mwanza has been teaming 
up with different institu-
tions across the globe to 
produce competitive can-
didates who can offer ser-
vices of the international 
standards, which are highly 
needed in the sector.

As a result of the nation-
alization process of 1967, 
Hallmark Hotels was also 
nationalized and gradually, 
the institute was handed 
over to the Tanzania Tour-
ist Corporation (TTC) in 
1969.

According to Dr Mtey, 
NCT originates from the 
Hotel and Tourism Training 
Institute (HTTI) which was 
established in 1969 under 
a British firm called “Hall-
mark Hotels Ltd”. The main 
objective was to provide 
basic skills in Front Office 
Operations, Housekeeping 
& Laundry, Food Produc-
tion and Food & Beverage 
Techniques.

He unveils that consider-
ing space problems, the In-
stitute which was known as 
Tanzania Hotel School was 
relocated from New Africa 

NCT to produce skilled experts
in tourism sector’s value chain 

‘Africa needs to vaccinate 33 million children to put progress back on track’
BRAZZAVILLE

AN estimated 33 million 
children will need to be vac-
cinated in Africa between 
2023 and 2025 to put the 
continent back on track to 
achieve the 2030 global im-
munisation goals that in-
clude reducing morbidity 
and mortality from vaccine-
preventable diseases, an 
analysis by World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) finds.

The unprecedented im-
pact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on routine immuni-
zation services has driven 
up the number of zero-dose 
and under-immunized chil-
dren, rising by 16 per cent 
between 2019 and 2021 and 
pushing the cumulative to-
tal (2019–2021) to around 33 
million, which represents 
nearly half the global figure, 
according to estimates by 
WHO and UNICEF.

“The pandemic has seri-
ously set back the region’s 
vaccination efforts and left 
millions of children vulner-
able to vaccine-preventable 
diseases that can cause seri-
ous illness and even death,” 
said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, 
WHO regional director for 
Africa. “As countries strive 
to emerge from the long 
shadow of COVID-19, we 
cannot afford to lose further 
ground. Every effort must be 
made to ensure every child 
has access to essential vac-
cines.”

Without renewed politi-
cal will and intensified ef-
forts by governments, it is 
estimated that vaccination 
coverage in Africa will not 
return to pre-pandemic lev-
els until 2027.

This year, African Vac-
cination Week and World 

Immunisation Week, from 
24–30 April, is being marked 
under the theme “The Big 
Catch-Up”. This is a global 
push by WHO and partners 
to intensify efforts to reach 
children who missed vacci-
nations, as well as to restore 
and strengthen routine im-
munization programmes.

The “Big Catch-Up” cam-
paign builds on efforts to 

advance countries towards 
the goals of Immunization 
Agenda 2030, a strategy 
endorsed during the WHO 
World Health Assembly in 
2020. It seeks to reduce 
mortality and morbidity 
from vaccine-preventable 
diseases, ensure equita-
ble access to vaccines and 
strengthen immunization 
within primary health care.

To urgently scale up cov-
erage and protect children, 
WHO and partners are sup-
porting 10 priority African 
countries—which are among 
the top 20 countries globally 
with the highest numbers of 
zero-dose children—to carry 
out catch-up routine vacci-
nation campaigns.

African governments and 
healthcare workers made 

heroic efforts during an un-
precedented public health 
emergency, vaccinating 
more people than ever be-
fore in history. But the rip-
ples of this emergency re-
sponse effort are still being 
felt. At the Vaccine Alliance 
we are intensifying our ef-
forts to support countries 
to make up lost ground,” 
said Aurelia Nguyen, Chief 

Programme and Strategy 
Officer for Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance. “Our Alliance is 
committed to working with 
countries and communi-
ties alike to support efforts 
to catch up and restore im-
munization, focusing on 
responding to the unique 
needs of each child – and 
particularly those in hard-
to-reach areas and fragile 
and conflict settings.”

At a high-level event dur-
ing the African Union Sum-
mit in February 2023, Afri-
can heads of state endorsed 
a declaration aimed at re-
vamping and scaling up rou-
tine immunisation across 
the continent. The declara-
tion also called for urgent 
measures to address persis-
tent bottlenecks in vaccine 
and health care delivery 
systems.

In a bid to recover from 
the pandemic’s disruptive 
wake, countries have made 
efforts to restore health 
services. Decreased vacci-
nation levels have led to a 
surge in outbreaks of vac-
cine preventable diseases 
such as measles, meningitis, 
diphtheria, polio and yellow 
fever.

Despite the disruptions, 
at least one third of African 
countries have sustained 
the target coverage of 90 
per cent or higher for the 
third dose of the diphtheria-
tetanus-pertussis vaccine, 
and the third dose of the 
polio vaccine, over the past 
three years. However, only 
three countries have sus-
tained this coverage for the 
second dose of the measles 
and yellow fever vaccines 
during the same period.

The region has also con-
tinued to step up the po-

lio response. More than 
30 million children were 
vaccinated against polio in 
Malawi, Mozambique, Tan-
zania, Zambia and Zimba-
bwe in 2022, following wild 
poliovirus type 1 cases being 
reported in Malawi and Mo-
zambique.

“The ambition to ensure 
that every child has access 
to essential vaccines by 
2030 is still within our reach 
if we act now,” said Dr Moeti. 
“It is time for us to renew 
our commitment to this am-
bition and work together to 
restore and strengthen es-
sential vaccination services 
to save the lives of millions 
of children.”

WHO held a press con-
ference today led by Dr 
Joseph Cabore, Director 
of Programme Manage-
ment, WHO regional office 
for Africa. He was joined 
by Hon. Dr Austin Demby, 
Minister of Health, Sierra 
Leone,      Aurelia Nguyen, 
chief programme and strat-
egy officer for Gavi, the Vac-
cine Alliance; Dr Franklin 
Asiedu–Bekoe, director of 
public health, Ghana Health 
Services; and Prof William 
K. Ampofo, secretary of the 
presidential committee on 
vaccine manufacturing and 
development, Ghana.

Also on hand from WHO 
regional office for Africa 
were Dr Phionah Atuhebwe, 
new vaccines introduction 
officer; Dr Dorothy Achu, 
team lead, tropical and vec-
tor-borne diseases; dr jamal 
ahmed, Polio Coordinator; 
Dr Ado Bwaka, acting team 
lead, vaccine-preventable 
diseases programme; and Dr 
Patrick Otim, health emer-
gency officer, acute events 
management unit.

Hotel to Dar es Salaam club at Forodhani, 
Kivukoni Front / Ohio Street. It was during 
that time when it changed its name to Ho-
tel and Tourism Training Institute. It was 
later handed over to the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources and Tourism in 1977.

“By that time the institute could only ac-
commodate 50 students. As time went on, 
the demand increased. Students who were 
self-sponsored were enrolled in big num-

bers.”
The tourism sector contributes about 25 

percent of foreign exchange and more than 
17 percent of the national GDP.

Due to the emerging need for improving 
service delivery and the growth demand 
of the tourism industry, the institute was 
launched as an Executive Agency under the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism 
in January 24th 2003 in accordance with 

the Executive Agency Act No. 30 
of 1997 and changed its name into 
National College of Tourism.

NCT is responsible for provid-
ing hospitality and tourism train-
ing in the country, providing con-
sulting services, and conducting 
various research in the field of 
hospitality and tourism.
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By Estelle Ellis

T
HE princely sum of R20-million 
was donated by the United 
Arab Emirates to enable the 
Eastern Cape government to 

get the Bulembu Airport near Qonce 
(formerly King William’s Town) ready for 
a visit by the country’s royal family and 
its president.

This included a generator to provide 
power in case of rolling blackouts.

Private planes transporting the leader 
of the United Arab Emirates and ruler of 
Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, and his entourage, arrived at 
Bhisho-Bulembu Airport this week for 
a visit to the  Sheik’s game reserve be-
tween Makhanda and Bedford.

Eastern Cape premier Oscar Mabuy-
ane’s office said this was a private visit 
and not at the invitation of the premier. 
Khuselwa Rantje, the Eastern Cape gov-
ernment’s head of communication, said 
the airport was, in line with South Afri-
ca’s protocols, temporarily designated as 
a port of entry to enable the passage of 
the UAE leader. 

“All relevant resources have been put 
in place at the airport to ensure adher-
ence to the laws of the country,” she said.

“Bhisho-Bulembu Airport has been in 
existence for many years and upgrades 
were done years ago by the govern-
ment. The province is working hard to 
strengthen trade relations with the UAE 
in various areas including education, ag-
riculture, renewable energy, oil and gas, 
research and innovation, as well as part-
nerships in the aviation economy.

“Provincial government is negotiat-
ing the possibility of a joint investment 
project to raise standards at the govern-
ment-owned Bhisho Airport, in line with 
requirements of an international cargo 

airport, as a start,” she said.
Rantjie said there were no agreements 

in place — they were still “exploring”.
“The province hopes to use this oppor-

tunity to convince UAE citizens that the 
Eastern Cape is both a tourist and an in-
vestment destination; thus, hosting their 
president is a crucial step in that regard,” 
Mabuyane said.

Mabuyane visited the United Arab 
Emirates a month ago and returned to 
South Africa on 4 April. Before his depar-
ture, he said he was discussing the refur-
bishment and upgrade of Bhisho Airport 
for the landing of wide-body aircraft.

In his 2023 State of the Province Ad-
dress, Mabuyane committed his govern-
ment to use economic diplomacy as an 
instrument to attract foreign investment 
to sustain economic growth and job 
creation. He has been clear that his plan 
is to make it easier for international visi-
tors to fly directly into the Eastern Cape. 

“The problem of limited international 
and domestic flights into the province is 
not only about tourism but also about re-
ducing the cost of doing business in the 
province,” Mabuyane said.

Transport spokesperson, Unathi Bin-
qose, said the Eastern Cape government 
received R20-million from the United 
Arab Emirates to do “routine mainte-
nance” at the airport:

“There were no upgrades… What was 
done was garden services and cleaning 
it up, painting the lines and the runway… 
fixing it, replacing the lights. It wasn’t 
an upgrade. It was just putting on some 
touches to get it ready for the arrival of 
the UAE delegation for a head of state. 

He said the contribution from the UAE 
included a generator for times of rolling 
blackouts. 

“It has always been the dream of the 
Eastern Cape government to further use 
the airport as an international cargo air-

How South African region fixed up 
dilapidated airport for UAE royals

Bhisho-Bulembu Airport, Eastern Cape, South Africa. (Photo: flightsim.to / Wikipedia)

port,” Binqose added. 
“The successful landing 
of the UAE delegation 
has further demon-

strated the capabilities of this air-
port and will serve as a motivation 
to push towards that.”

The airport was used by the 

South African National Defence 
Force while its office space along-
side the facility was being reno-
vated.

“No flights had landed there in a 
long time before the arrival of the 
UAE delegation,” Binqose added. 	
			   DM/MC

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (Photo: Andy Rain / EPA / 
Bloomberg via Getty Images)
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BUSINESS
Mchechu commends 
Stamico for reforms, 
increase in earnings

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Treasury Registrar, Nehe-
miah Mchechu (Pictured), has 
commended the State Mining 
Corporation (Stamico) for suc-
cessfully initiating significant re-
forms that has enabled it to earn 
a big profit this year.

This comes after the corpora-
tion, which marked its 50th anni-
versary last December, has man-
aged to pay dividends worth over 
2.2bn/- to the government.

Speaking at a meeting that 
brought together the Treasury 
Registrar’s board and various 
public agencies in Dar es Salaam 
on Wednesday, Treasury Regis-
trar Nehamia Mchechu said that 
Stamico has now become self-
sufficient, after being one of the 
entities that generate significant 
profits for the government.

He added that the government’s 
goal is to see public entities be-
coming less dependent on the 
government, thereby reducing 
the burden of running them.

As a result of these achieve-
ments, the organization, which 

was once considered defunct, was 
confirmed by legislators in 2019 
that it could no longer be dis-
solved due to its satisfactory cur-
rent performance and change of 
initial perception.

Last month the corporation 
signed a historic two-year con-
tract worth 55.2bn/- with the gold 
mining company Geita Gold Min-
ing Limited (GGML) for conduct-
ing rock drilling within the mine.

This lucrative contract followed 
Stamico’s successful implementa-
tion of an initial contract worth 
5.6bn/- which was signed in July 
2020.

As a result of these develop-
ments, minerals minister, Dr. Dot-
to Biteko, said that the contracts 
are the fruits of the government’s 
investment to ensure that Stami-
co’s operations are enhanced and 
increase profits.

Stamico’s CEO Dr. Venance 
Mwasse said the corporation has 
succeeded in developing an eco-
friendly alternative cooking fuel 
called Rafiki Briquettes that is en-
vironmentally friendly.

TCRA embraces new drive on 
promoting courier services

NAIROBI

H O R T I C U L T U R E 
earnings are projected 
to rise by Sh30 billion 
this year on the back 
of the easing cost of 
living crisis in Europe, 
a strong euro and im-
proved production lo-
cally.

Exporters in the in-
dustry project better 
prospects this year as 
most of the European 
economies stabilise fol-
lowing last year’s up-
heaval caused by the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict 
that nearly paralysed 
global trade.

Horticulture earn-
ings dipped by Sh12 
billion last year, mark-
ing one of the sector’s 
worst performances in 
a decade. Returns from 
fresh produce dipped 
to Sh120 billion in 2022 
from Sh132 billion pre-
viously.

“So far we have wit-
nessed good rains that 
will improve produc-
tion, coupled with a 
strong euro and easing 
tension in Europe will 
boost our earnings by 
at least Sh30 billion this 
year,” said Okisegere 
Ojepat, chief executive, 
of Fresh Produce Con-
sortium of Kenya.

The common curren-
cy has gained by 12 per-
cent against the shilling 
this year, exchanging 
at Sh148.16 per unit, up 
from Sh131.26 at the be-

Horticulture seen hitting Sh30bn on high output roll

TCRA director general Dr Jabiri Bakari

By Correspondent Cynthia 
Mwilolezi, Arusha

THE Tanzania 
Communications Regulatory 
Authority (TCRA) has launched 
a campaign aimed to raise 
public awareness on the 
effectiveness and safety of 
licenced postal and courier 
services and their contribution 
to the country’s social and 

economic development in the 
country.

TCRA Director General, 
Dr Jabiri Bakari said in Dar 
es Salaam during a special 
interview yesterday that the 
campaign also aims at solving 
challenges facing consumers of 
postal services and promoting 
interest in postal and courier 
business.

“We are encouraging 

Tanzanians to send their 
parcels through the 96 officially 
recognised, licenced postal and 
courier companies that have 
proper offices, storage facilities 
and excellent track records of 
efficiency, safety and integrity,” 
said Dr Bakari.

He said the existing service 
providers are required to 
renew their licences and new 
ones are directed to the TCRA 

online licence registration portal 
for processing applying for their 
licenses.

“TCRA licences postal and couri-
er companies are under six licence 
categories, namely Public Postal 
Services Provider and Courier 
Companies in International, East 
Africa, Intra-city and inter-city 
markets, respectively. Most buses 
qualify for the latter category,” he 
said.

Dr Bakari elaborated that dur-
ing the four-month campaign, 
consumers of postal and courier 
services will be educated on risks 
involved in using illegal, unli-
censed courier operators plus the 
consumers’ rights, responsibilities 
and duties.

“The rights include getting pre-
service information on tariffs and 
on the complaints’ mechanism. 
Consumers also have a duty to 
protect themselves and be vigilant 
when using services,” Dr Bakari 
said.

The TCRA campaign team will 
also impart to the public informa-
tion on the significance of the Na-
tional Postcode and Physical Ad-
dressing System,” he added.

“We encourage the public to 
seize opportunities provided by 
physical addressing and postcode 
infrastructure for efficient parcel 
delivery and pick up,” Dr Bakari 
explained.

By using licensed operators, con-
sumers may avoid delays or loss of 
their parcels. Latest communica-
tions statistics published by TCRA 
show an increase in parcels traffic 
in Tanzania in the last few months 
due to the up-take of e-commerce.

Latest communications 
statistics published by TCRA show 
an increase in parcels traffic in 
Tanzania in the last few months 
due to the up-take of e-commerce.

Goods ordered online can be 
picked and delivered physically 
and the postcode and addressing 
system facilitates this. TCRA sets 
the standards of quality of postal 
services and monitors compliance 
by all service providers in order to 
protect consumer rights.

est market for Kenya’s 
fresh farm produce, 
buying nearly three-
quarters of the coun-
try’s horticultural ex-
ports.

Kenya’s earnings 
from horticultural ex-
ports reduced by 9.7 
percent in 2022 on the 
back of elevated infla-
tion in main markets 
amid weaker curren-
cies, data shows.

Revenue from horti-
cultural sales abroad 
amounted to Sh120.26 
billion last year from 
Sh133.23 billion in the 
prior year, provisional 
export statistics indi-
cate.

The decline came in 
a year when the aver-
age price growth in the 
Eurozone — a group of 
19 countries which use 
the euro as a common 
currency — climbed to 
8.35 percent compared 
with 2.4 percent a year 
earlier.

Kenyan exporters 
had complained that 
the runaway inflation 
was eroding consumer 
purchasing power in 
the Euro area and the 
UK, the main destina-
tions for cut flowers, 
fruits and vegetables.

Earnings from the 
sale of vegetables fell 
by nearly a quarter to 
Sh27.34 billion, while 
the value of cut flowers 
reduced by 10.21 per-
cent to Sh54.25 billion, 
according to provision-

al data collated by the 
Central Bank of Kenya.

The data, howev-
er, shows exports of 
fruits— which were bol-
stered by the opening 
up of China for fresh 
avocadoes — earned 
Kenya a modest 4.19 
percent more last year 
to Sh38.67 billion.

The Kenya Flower 
Council, a lobby, had 
described 2022 as a 
“horrible” year which 
had “worked against 
growers”, citing persis-
tent inflationary pres-
sures on households in 
Europe following the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

Europe is the larg-
est market for Kenya’s 
fresh farm produce, 
buying nearly three-
quarters of the coun-
try’s horticultural ex-
ports.

“With [inflationary] 
pressure that people 
in Europe have, espe-
cially on energy costs, 
they are cutting ex-
penditure on things 
like ornaments where 
cut flowers fall,” KFC 
chief executive Clem-
ent Tulezi had told the 
Business Daily last Oc-
tober when Eurozone 
inflation peaked at 10.6 
percent.

“We are also incur-
ring a lot of production 
costs on the shilling 
which we cannot re-
cover on the euro and 
pound when you are 
selling.”

ginning of January.
Horticulture export-

ers to Europe are paid 
in euros, and those to 
the UK using the pound, 
which has gained by 
13.3 percent against the 
shilling since January.

Speaking on the 
sidelines of a meeting 
organised by Absa on 
Wednesday, Mr Ojepat 
said the horticultur-
al sector was caught 
in the middle of the 
Russia-Ukraine war 

last year and a severe 
drought that impacted 
production on farms 
after rains failed for a 
fifth consecutive time.

Mr Ojepat said this 
year farmers will earn 
more as exporters are 
predicting more re-
turns because of the 
prevailing good busi-
ness environment.

The sector wants 
the government to 
hasten the process of 
refunding their value-

added tax, which now 
amounts to Sh5 billion. 
They say this will help 
in boosting their rev-
enue following a bad 
season last year.

The war between the 
two countries started 
at the end of Febru-
ary last year, taking a 
toll on the European 
economy as it eroded 
consumers purchasing 
power.

Last year, the average 
consumer price growth 

in the Eurozone — a 
group of 19 countries 
which use the euro as 
a common currency — 
climbed to 8.35 percent 
compared with 2.4 per-
cent a year earlier.

Kenyan exporters 
had complained that 
the runaway inflation 
was eroding consumer 
purchasing power in 
the Euro area and the 
UK, the main destina-
tions for cut flowers, 
fruits and vegetables.

The inflation pres-
sure in Europe saw 
consumers direct their 
income on essential 
goods such as energy 
and food, cutting ex-
penditure on luxury 
goods such as flowers.

Flowers remain a key 
revenue earner in the 
horticulture sector, ac-
counting for over 60 
percent of the total ex-
port returns on fresh 
produce.

Europe is the larg-



 By Guardian Correspondent, Geita

G
EITA Gold Mining Limit-
ed (GGML) has unveiled 
a number of successes 
since its inception in 

2000, ranging from education, 
health, charity, development pro-
jects and improving peoples’ liveli-
hoods.

Simon Shayo, Vice President for 
AngloGold Ashanti Sustainability 
for Tanzania and Ghana said GGML 
has always been committed to en-
suring that communities surround-
ing the mine benefit from mining 
activities in the region, and has led 
the way with its sustainable social 
investments that have increased 
support for local communities.

He said that GGML’s strategic ob-
jective is to integrate mining into 
development policies at local, na-
tional and regional levels saying in 
doing so, the company has shaped 
the attitudes of other key stakehold-
ers in the mineral extraction indus-
tries.

According to him, in 2018, GGML 
became the first mining company 
in Tanzania to take the lead and 
develop and implement a credible 
CSR plan in accordance with Sec-
tion 105 of the Written Laws (Miscel-
laneous Amendments) No. 7 of 2017, 
which amends the Mining Act No. 14 
of 2010.

This has led to the company enter-
ing into strategic partnerships with 
local government authorities and 
other stakeholders to drive inclu-
sive socio-economic development 
in Geita, with annual investments of 
9.2bn/- per annum, rising to 19bn/- 
for projects under the newly signed 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for the 2022/2023 fiscal year.

“With the intention of creating a 
legacy and supporting government 
initiatives to create a sustainable 
economy that can outlast mining 
activities in Geita. GGML continues 
to work with various stakeholders 
to improve education, health and 
infrastructure in all other areas 
prioritised by the government,” he 
said.

On education, Shayo said the min-
ing firm believes that it’s a corner-
stone for Tanzania’s development.

“So, GGML supported the con-
struction of a number of primary 
and secondary schools in the Geita 
region, including Nyankumbu Girls 
Secondary School, the largest sec-

ondary school for girls in Geita, 
which was officially opened in 2014 
and for whose construction GGML 
provided 15bn/- under the leader-
ship of the Geita Town Council,” he 
said.

The Shayo’s remarks was 
seconded by Georgia Mugashe, 
the Nyankumbu Girls Secondary 
School, headmistress, who said that 
the establishment of the school has 
benefited so many people and is a 
saviour for the region.

 “This academic year, the school 
has admitted a total of 240 new 
students in form one after being 
heavily oversubscribed,” the 
headmistress attested.

After the establishment of 
Nyankumbu Girls Secondary 
School, there were still too few 
school places in Geita for Form 
Five and Six students and the 
district authorities directed the 
construction of Bugando and 
Kamena secondary schools with 
a contribution of 287,500,000/- 
under GGML’s 2018 CSR Plan.

The construction of these 
two government high schools 
was completed in time for the 
admission of the first students for 
the 2021/2022 school year.

  On the KILI Challenge against 
HIV/Aids, Shayo stated that GGML 
in collaboration with other 
stakeholders launched campaign 
over 20 years ago.

“The mining firm’s idea was to 
complement government’s efforts 
in the fight against HIV/Aids in 
Tanzania and to rise funds each 
year to support communities in 
areas severely affected by the 
pandemic,” Shayo said, stressing 

that as part of the campaign, a 
team of cyclists circles the base of 
Mount Kilimanjaro while climbers 
scale the summit of Africa’s highest 
mountain.

“This year’s challenge is 
scheduled for 14 July, when another 
group of climbers and cyclists will 
train with the common goal of 
joining the more than 800 people 
from all parts of the world who 
have successfully completed this 
rewarding challenge, helping to 
raise the more than 1.3 billion to 
support more than 20 private 
institutions in providing services to 
victims of the epidemic.”

According to Shayo, one of the 
beneficiaries of the funds is the 
AGAPE Centre in Njombe region 
which last year received a grant of 
29.9m/- after submitting a proposal 
to the GGM Kili Challenge board of 
trustees.

 Enara Nyagawa, AGAPE Centre’s 
coordinator said that the funds have 
helped improve the environment of 
access to education for children and 
families living with HIV.

 The mining firm also supported 
the ‘Moyo wa Huruma Orphanage’ 
in Geita Region, which is run in 
collaboration with Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Geita (RCDG) since 2004.

 He said that through the GGM Kili 
Challenge Against HIV & AIDS Fund 
and the Geita District Council. The 
facility was officially inaugurated 
in 2006 and started operating as a 
residential home in the same year, 
caring for orphans, most of whose 
parents have died of HIV & AIDS 
and who are in a vulnerable state.

The centre has so far 113 children 
and employs 14 staff. GGML funds 

the running costs of the centre 
estimated at 50m/- per quarter 
and the centre also receives about 
150m/- per year from GGM Kili 
Challenge Against HIV & AIDS Fund 
for infrastructure.

  As part of its CSR mandate, 
Shayo also stated that GGML has 
made significant investments in 
the health sector, whereby more 
than 20 health centres in the Geita 
region have benefited from the 
mining centre’s CSR funding.

“This has contributed to the 
purchase of medical and surgical 
equipment at Nyamalembo, 
Nyakahongola, Kasota, Kakubiro, 
Bukoli and Katoro health centres.”

According to Shayo, a total of 
565m/- was disbursed by GGML to 
Geita Referral Hospital to support 
the rehabilitation of the facility, 
which was built in 1957, and 
the improvement of cardiology 
services.

GGML also partnered with the 
Rafiki Surgical Mission of Australia 
and donated four ambulances. 
Over the past 20 years, GGML 
has financially supported the free 
surgical treatment of more than 
2,000 patients with cleft lip and 
palate.

On Jubilee medical boat, Shayo 
attested that the first Jubilee Medical 
Boat made its maiden voyage in 
February 2015.

  The project is part of the 
partnership between the African 
Inland Church of Tanzania, the Vine 
Trust of Scotland and GGML, the 
boat operates in the islands of Lake 
Victoria, which originally had no 
access to medical services.

  In October 2021, GGML signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding 
to extend support for the medical 
boat for a further five years to 
maintain the provision of primary 
health care services, including 
maternal health care, voluntary HIV 
testing and care and treatment for 
AIDS, immunization, dentistry and 
general basic health education and 
care with a focus on maternal and 
child health.

  Basic laboratory services 
and a general pharmacy are also 
provided, with all services free of 
charge reaching more than 158,000 
residents on various islands in Lake 
Victoria since the project started.

  On business development for 
Tanzanians, the mining firm’s 
official said: “GGML sees it as its duty 
to ensure that CSR investments fully 
engage local communities in the 
Geita region and the expansion of 
local procurement.”

    The signing of the capacity-
building programme between 
GGML and National Economic 
Empowerment Council (NEEC) 
increased the transparency of 
GGML’s procurement standards and 
made it easier for local businesses to 
supply one of the largest employers 
in the region, the official said.

  “Since the launch of this Local 
Content initiative, over 300 local 
businesses have received valuable 
training to help them better 
understand and position themselves 
as potential suppliers. The number 
of Tanzanian companies that 
make up Geita Gold Mining’s local 
supplier network now exceeds 300 
and accounts for 76percent of total 
procurement spend in Tanzania.”

  One such beneficiary of the 
collaboration between the mine and 
NEEC is GGML’s contractor—Blue 
Coast Investment Limited, whereby 
it got the tender to transport one-
third of the fuel used by the mining 
company for its machinery and 
vehicles.

 Jeremiah Musa, manager of Blue 
Coast Investment Ltd explained 
that the GGML also provided the 
company with training that enabled 
it to successfully participate in two 
other tenders and win the contract, 
allowing the company to expand 
and increase its workforce to over 
400 Tanzanians.

 On the integrated mining techni-
cal training (IMTT), Shayo said that 
GGML is one of the main sponsors 
of the training, which is supported 

by the Moshi-based Vocational 
Education and Training Authority 
(VETA), whereby more students are 
enrolled.

  The idea, he said improves the 
quality of outcomes, especially for 
students taking various courses re-
lated to the mining industry. In Oc-
tober 2021, GGML donated equip-
ment worth 132m/-.

  On improving farmers’ liveli-
hoods, Shayo stated that in 2015, 
GGML and the Cholima Agriculture 
Institute initiated a special capacity-
building programme that imparted 
knowledge and best agronomic 
practices.

The programme led to the intro-
duction of sunflower cultivation 
and the adoption of improved farm-
ing practices for rice cultivation.

  Since the project began in the 
seven villages, the fortunes of the 
220 farmers cultivating 350 hec-
tares of land have changed for the 
better. GGML has also invested in 
a sunflower processing factory in 
Kasota and financed the construc-
tion of a mill (milling, grading and 
packing) and storage facilities un-
der the Saragurwa Rice Paddy Pro-
ject, where 700 farmers (85percent 
women) cultivate 600 hectares of 
land.

He said that through the exchange 
of knowledge and best agronomic 
practices, the lives of many farm-
ers have been transformed thanks 
to GGML’s support, in some cases 
achieving as much as 250% higher 
yields.

 A sunflower farmer from Kasota 
village, Saakumi Makungu, who is 
also the chairperson of the Nyabu-
sakama cooperative said: “We thank 
the management of GGML and the 
council for supporting us because 
we had to walk 25 kilometres to 
access a sunflower processing ma-
chine but now we are doing the 
same with rice here.”

  As part of increased focus on 
community livelihoods, GGML do-
nated 23 tonnes of sunflower seeds 
worth $46,956 with a distribution of 
13.8 tonnes in Geita District Council 
and 9.1 tonnes in Geita Town Coun-
cil. The support reflects GGML’s am-
bition to transform the agriculture 
sector to the communities around 
the mine since 2015 where most of 
the farmers relied on their small-
holdings to mostly cultivate maize, 
cassava, groundnuts and raise live-
stock.
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Investors inject Sh33bn into 
T-bills, snub Sh30bn bond

Moyo wa Huruma, one of the orphanage centres supported by GGML.

NAIROBI

INVESTORS injected 
Sh33.3 billion into Treas-
ury bills in this week’s auc-
tion after sidestepping the 
Sh30 billion bond whose 
sale closed on Tuesday.

The high appetite for 
the short-term papers was 
in line with analyst expec-
tations, continuing a trend 
where investors have 
preferred to park cash in 
short-duration securities 
as they wait out the inter-
est rate uncertainty that 
has gripped the market.

The 91-day T-bill domi-
nated bids this week, rais-
ing Sh30.5 billion against a 
target of Sh4 billion, while 
the 182-day and 364-day 
issues raised Sh2.7 billion 
between them.

Rates on the T-bills 
also continued to edge 
upwards, with the return 
on the 364-day Treasury 
bill crossing the 11 percent 
mark as the other two 
traded at 10.1 and 10.4 per-
cent.

On Thursday, the Cen-
tral Bank of Kenya (CBK) 
mobilised just Sh1.8 bil-
lion against a targeted 
Sh30 billion from a reo-
pened three-year bond 
with 2.1 years to maturity.

At the same time, the 
apex bank disclosed the 
cancellation of a reo-
pened 15-year bond after 
pressure from investors 
for higher returns in what 
marked a rare bond can-
cellation in the domestic 
market.

Analysts said despite 

the market seeing tight 
liquidity, the likeliest 
reason for the bond can-
cellation was aggressive 
investor bids, which were 
viewed to be untenable 
by the government, rather 
than a lack of interest to 
lend by investors.

Earlier in the month, 
the Treasury had auc-
tioned the first tranche 
of this month’s bond issu-
ance — a 10-year reopened 
paper targeting Sh20 bil-
lion — raising just Sh3.6 
billion.

The poor performance 
could see the Treasury 
pile pressure on the Ken-
ya Revenue Authority to 
beat collection targets or 
higher leverage on exter-
nal financing to close the 
budget funding gap.

Apathy around bond 
issuances has left the gov-
ernment behind its do-
mestic borrowing curve 
with only Sh396.3 billion 
having been mobilised by 
the end of March against 
a target of Sh886.5 billion 
which includes rollovers.

Kenyan investors have 
put Sh312 billion in short-
term government securi-
ties this year, pointing to 
an expectation that inter-
est rates will rise amid 
high State demand for 
loans to fill in its budget 
deficit.

The reluctance by in-
vestors to commit their 
funds to long-term papers 
is allowing them the flex-
ibility to take advantage 
of a rise in rates, which 

would be difficult with long-dat-
ed bonds.

Since the beginning of the 
year, the most popular security 
has been the three-month Treas-
ury bill, which has seen an up-
take of Sh169.2 billion in just 10 
auctions.

This averages out at Sh16.9 bil-
lion per sale, which is more than 

four times the weekly govern-
ment target of Sh4 billion from 
this tranche of T-bill.

The 182-day and 364-day 
Treasury bills have on the oth-
er hand been attracting much 
lower demand, realising Sh84.5 
billion and Sh54 billion respec-
tively in the period.

The State normally seeks 

Sh10 billion from each of these 
two longer-dated T-bills every 
week, meaning that the one-year 
tranche has underperformed 
against the target.

Following last week’s auction, 
when the 91-day paper account-
ed for half of the Sh32.2 billion 
the State raised from the sale, 
which analysts at Genghis Capi-

tal attributed to this preference 
by investors to remain near liq-
uid in the market.

“The 91-day T-Bill registered 
an oversubscription in the week 
– signalling the continual inves-
tor preference for near-cash se-
curities,” said Genghis Capital.

For the Treasury, the high de-
mand for the 91-day T-bill threat-

ens to introduce refinanc-
ing risk in the short term 
when the billions come 
due.

The government has 
also been pushing hard 
to lengthen the maturity 
profile of domestic debt by 
prioritising longer-dated 
bonds and reducing the use 
of Treasury bills in budget 
financing.

The current share of 
T-bills as a percentage of 
issued government debt 
stands at 14.8 percent, hav-
ing been brought down 
from a high of 34 percent in 
June 2019.

For the bonds market, a 
number of recent issuances 
have failed to hit the target-
ed amount, forcing the CBK 
to adjust upwards the rates 
it is willing to accept on bids 
to attract enough takers.

The most recent sale of a 
17-year infrastructure bond 
which had targeted Sh50 
billion realised investor 
bids worth Sh59.77 billion, 
out of which the govern-
ment took up Sh50.88 bil-
lion.

The average rate of the 
accepted bids was 14.39 
percent, a record for an in-
frastructure bond and now 
the highest net return on 
offer on an outstanding gov-
ernment bond.

Infrastructure bonds are 
typically oversubscribed 
due to their tax-free status. 
Interest income on other 
government bonds is taxed 
at a rate of between 10 per-
cent and 15 percent, de-
pending on duration.



plan of Shs2.707 trillion.
The higher spending was 

mainly registered under the 
recurrent category which was 
above its plan for the month by 
23.5 per cent (Shs 394.30 billion).

“Expenditure on non-wage re-
current items explained this per-
formance as most MDAs exhaust-
ed their funds for quarter three 
while completing their quarterly 
work plans for this period,” said 
the Ministry of Finance.

Development expenditure per-
formed below the plan for the 
month mainly due to externally 
financed development projects 
which were less than the plan by 
33.8 per cent.

Performance of this category 
is hinged on the disbursement of 
funds by development partners 
and does not reflect the physical 
progress of the projects. The do-
mestically financed development 
projects performed at 99.3 per 
cent of the plan for the month.

Breakdown in tax collection 
indicates that the government 
collected revenue totalling 
Shs1.887 trillion in March 2023 
which was 13.9 per cent lower 
than the target of Shs2.192 trillion 
for the month as both tax and 
non-tax revenue were lower than 
their respective targets.

Of the total amount collected, 
Shs1.781 trillion was tax revenue 

while Shs106.37 billion was 
non-tax revenue. Tax revenue 
collection was less by Shs252.38 
billion.

“All the three major tax 
categories registered shortfalls 
during the month. Direct taxes 
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 KAMPALA

I
NCREASED expenditure 
needs have forced the 
government to spend 
Shs391.35 billion higher 

than it had planned to spend in 
the March of 2023.

Speaking during the release of 
quarter four (final) expenditure 
for the Financial Year 2022/2023 
on April 20 at the Ministry of Fi-
nance, Planning and Economic 
Development headquarters in 
Kampala, the Permanent Secre-
tary/Secretary to the Treasury, 
Mr Ramathan Ggoobi said govern-
ment spending was much higher 
than planned.

“Government operations in 
March 2023 resulted in a fiscal 
deficit of Shs822.88 billion. This 
was higher than the programmed 
deficit of Shs431.53 billion due 
to a combination of shortfalls in 
revenues and higher than planned 
expenditure for the month,” he 
said. 

Adding: “Domestic revenue and 
grants were short of their target 
for the month by Shs251.90 billion 
while total expenditure was above 
plan by Shs139.44 billion.”

Statistics in the performance of 
the economy report for March, 
indicate that  the government 
spending amounted to Shs2.847 
trillion which was higher than the 

registered a shortfall for the first 
time this financial year amounting 
to Shs67.85 billion,” the Ministry 
of Finance said.

It explained that this followed 
an underperformance of corpo-
rate tax (short by Shs60.27 bil-

lion) and withholding tax (short 
by Shs22.94 billion) both of which 
more than offset the surpluses 
registered for PAYE (Shs29.32 
billion) and rental income tax 
(Shs1.73 billion).

Similarly, indirect taxes were 

also short of the target for the 
month by Shs45.30 billion as both 
excise duty and Value Added 
Taxes were lower than targeted 
by Shs4.12 billion and Shs41.18 bil-
lion, respectively.

The Ministry of Finance said 
the major reason for the under-
performance of both direct and 
indirect domestic taxes was the 
level of economic activity, which 
albeit improving, was lower than 
what had been projected for this 
period at the time of setting the 
targets.

“As a result, the projected prof-
itability for firms as well as pro-
jected demand for goods and 
services turned out lower than 
expected, which negatively affect-
ed performance of corporate tax, 
VAT and excise duty,” Ministry of 
Finance said.

The largest shortfall in tax reve-
nue was registered under taxes on 
international trade transactions, 
as the amount collected under 
this category was Shs733.60 bil-
lion against a target of Shs867.80 
billion, posting a shortfall of Shs 
134.20 billion.

This followed lower than pro-
jected volumes of imports such 
as petroleum and others. As such, 
petroleum duty, import duty, ex-
cise duty on imports and VAT on 
imports all underperformed dur-
ing March 2023.

Ramathan Ggoobi, Finance ministry Permanent Secretary

Bank fees revenue surges 
on mobile, forex charges

 NAIROBI

TIER-one lenders cut their de-
pendence on the interest income 
from lending last year after higher 
fee revenue from mobile transac-
tions and foreign exchange trad-
ing boosted the share of non-fund-
ed to 38 percent of total income 
from 34.4 percent in 2021.

The nine lenders reported a 33 
percent rise in non-interest in-
come to Sh225.4 billion in 2022 
from Sh164.6 billion received the 
year before.

The contribution of net inter-
est income to total income mean-
while fell to 62 percent in the year 
ended December 2022 from 65.6 
per cent in 2021.

Net interest income for the end-
ers stood at Sh367.6 billion last 
year, representing a 17.3 percent 
increase from Sh313.4 billion in 
2021.

Foreign exchange income rose 
by at least 30 percent across the 
banks, with I&M Holdings leading 
followed by NCBA, on the back of 
a weakening shilling against the 
dollar.

Aside from forex and account-
mobile wallet transfer fees, the 
non-interest income is also drawn 
from account maintenance charg-
es, loan processing fees, transac-
tion fees, insufficient funds fees, 
and inactivity levies, among oth-
ers. “The main factor is the foreign 
exchange income, which boosted 
the non-funded income (NFI) or 
non-interest income because the 
mobile charges were reintroduced 
this year. Fees and commission fell 
last year,” said Michael Odundo, a 
research associate at Standard In-
vestment Bank.

Analysis showed the contribu-
tion of NFI to total income for 
banks is rallying towards pre-pan-
demic levels—having stood at 41.8 
percent in 2019.

This year, however, interest in-
come is likely to grow at a faster 
pace compared to last year due 
to the continued approval of risk-
based pricing plans that will allow 
lenders to price in risk in deter-
mining the interest to be charged 

on customer loans.
Interest rates have also gone up 

generally in line with the tighten-
ing of monetary policy by the Cen-
tral Bank of Kenya (CBK) in reac-
tion to higher inflation.

By the end of February, the av-
erage lending rate stood at 13.06 
percent, up from 12.1 percent a 
year earlier.

Between March 2022 and March 
this year, the CBK has raised its 
base lending rate from seven per-
cent to 9.5 percent, forcing banks 
to adjust their interest rates up-
wards to account for the resulting 
higher cost of money.

Banks taking up new bonds 
floated by the also stand to earn 
more in interest due to rising 
yields on government securities.

The yield curve has gone up 
significantly over the past year, 
with the latest five-year bond now 
rating at about 13.2 percent com-
pared to about 12 percent in June 
2022.

On the Treasury bills market, 
rates have now risen to between 
10 and 10.9 percent across the 
three tenors, from a range of 7.4 to 
9.7 percent a year ago.

Domestic electricity bills have 
dropped 3.6 per cent this month 
on a decrease in variable charges 
including fuel cost charge (FCC) 
and foreign exchange fluctuation 
adjustment (FERFA).

An analysis of power bills by the 
Business Daily shows those con-
suming 50 kilowatt-hours (kWh) 
will settle Sh1,237.2 this month, 
down from Sh1,283.3 in October.

Households with a consump-
tion of 100 kWh are paying 
Sh2,474.3 down from Sh2,566 last 
month. Consumers will part with 
Sh3,711.6 for 150 kWh this month 
from Sh3,849.8 in October.

Other consumers will cough up 
Sh4,948.7 in November for 200 
kWh, a drop from Sh5.133 in the 
previous month.

Consumers are paying less for 
electricity this month after the 
Energy and Petroleum Regulatory 
Authority (Epra) reduced the FCC 
and FERFA resulting in a reprieve 
for consumers.
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WORLD
Joe Biden considering launching 
re-election bid Tuesday - sources

BEIJING/SHANGHAI

 Chinese State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Qin Gang de-
livered a keynote speech at the 
opening ceremony of the Lanting 
Forum on Chinese Modernization 
and the World in Shanghai yes-
terday, pointing out that a China 
moving toward modernization is 
a boost to the force for peace and 
justice.

Dominance and hegemony is 
not the aim of China’s develop-
ment, Qin (pictured) said, adding 
that the notion that strength will 
lead to hegemony is incompatible 
with Chinese culture, and defi-
ance of hegemony is a noble char-
acter of Chinese diplomacy.

He pointed out that China is the 
only country in the world that has 
put in its Constitution the com-
mitment to a path of peaceful de-
velopment, the top contributor of 
peacekeeping personnel among 
the permanent members of the 
UN Security Council, and the only 
country among the five Nuclear-
Weapon States that has made the 
promise of no-first-use of nuclear 
weapons.

“We have joined over 20 multi-
lateral arms control treaties, and 
pushed for the conclusion of a 
joint statement among the five 
Nuclear-Weapon States on pre-
venting nuclear war. We advocate 
peaceful resolution of interna-
tional disputes through consulta-
tion and dialogue,” said Qin. 

 He said the Global Security 
Initiative (GSI) put forward by 
President Xi Jinping has pointed 
out the right direction of pursu-
ing common and universal secu-

rity. “It is better to remove enmity 
than keep it alive,” he said, quot-
ing a Chinese proverb.

Noting Saudi Arabia and Iran 
have resumed diplomatic rela-
tions facilitated by China, Qin said 
that it is encouraging to see that 
more countries are shaking hands 
and embracing peace.

In the face of the protracted 
Ukraine crisis, Qin said, China 
does not inflame or take advan-
tage of the situation. Rather, Chi-
na has taken an impartial stance 
and pushed for peace talks in 
order to reduce the pressure and 
lower the temperature around 
the crisis, he said.

“Facts have proved that a China 
moving toward modernization is 
a boost to the force for peace and 
justice,” he said.

‘Modernization not privilege’
Qin also stressed those who 

have realized modernization 
should not tear down the bridge 
or block other countries’ path to 
modernization, and they should 
not suppress, contain or stop oth-
er countries that choose a differ-
ent path to modernization.

China will defend the right to 
development of all countries with 
greater determination, Qin said, 
adding modernization is an in-
alienable right of every country, 
not a privilege reserved for a few.

He pointed out that China has 
no intention to engage in major-
power competition. “What we 
are firmly defending is our own 
development interests and the 
Chinese people’s right to pursue a 
better life,” he said.

Qin said China respects the 

modernization path chosen by 
the people of other countries, and 
opposes attempts to create ideo-
logical confrontation and a new 
Cold War, interference in others’ 
internal affairs and imposition of 
one’s will on others. 

China stands committed to the 
right direction of globalization, 
opposes attempts to build walls 
and barriers and push for decou-
pling and severing supply chains, 
and opposes unilateral sanctions 
and maximum pressure, said Qin. 

China is doing its utmost to 
ensure stable and smooth func-
tioning of industrial and supply 
chains, so that economic global-
ization and the modernization of 
all countries could move forward 
in tandem and complement each 
other, he said.

Solemn duty to uphold post-
war order

Qin said the country sees it as 
its solemn duty to defend the au-
thority of the UN and uphold the 
post-war international order.

Recently, there have been some 
absurd rhetoric accusing China of 

challenging the so-called rules-
based international order, of uni-
laterally changing the status quo 
across the Taiwan Strait through 
force or coercion, and of disrupt-
ing peace and stability across the 
Strait, Qin said.

“Such claims go against basic 
common sense on international 
relations and historical justice. 
The logic is absurd, and the con-
sequences dangerous,” Qin said.

He said having suffered among 
the heaviest casualties in the 
world anti-fascist alliance during 
WWII, and as a founding member 
of the UN and the first country to 
sign the UN Charter, China sees it 
as its solemn duty to defend the 
authority of the UN and uphold 
the post-war international order.

“We have the best record in 
abiding by the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter, interna-
tional law and the basic norms of 
international relations. We need 
no reminder by certain countries 
or groups of countries,” Qin said. 

Fair-minded people can see 
full well who is exploiting and 
discarding the UN at its own will, 
who is disrupting the interna-
tional order, and who is engaged 
in hegemonic, bullying and high-
handed practices, he said. 

Taiwan has been an inalienable 
part of China’s territory since an-
cient times, and both sides of the 
Strait belong to one and the same 
China. This is Taiwan’s history, 
and it is also the status quo of Tai-
wan, Qin said.

Taiwan’s return to China is a 
component of the post-war inter-
national order, written in black 

and white in the Cairo Declara-
tion and the Potsdam Proclama-
tion, he said.

It is not the Chinese mainland, 
but the “Taiwan independence” 
separatist forces and a hand-
ful of countries attempting to 
take advantage of “Taiwan inde-
pendence”, that are disrupting 
international rules, unilaterally 
changing the status quo, and un-
dermining stability across the 
Strait, Qin said.

Their definition of rules, status 
quo and stability is in fact aimed 
to hollow out the one-China prin-
ciple, achieve “peaceful division” 
of China, and ultimately tamper 
with the history of WWII, subvert 
the post-war order, and trample 
on China’s sovereignty, he said.

“This is unacceptable to the 
1.4 billion Chinese people. China 
will not lose any part of its terri-
tory that has been restored. And 
the established post-war interna-
tional order will not be upended,” 
he said.

Qin said it is right and proper 
for China to uphold its sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity.

“We would like to make it clear 
to those who seek to sabotage in-
ternational justice in the name of 
international order: The Taiwan 
question is the core of the core 
interests of China, and there will 
be no vagueness at all in our re-
sponse to any one who attempts 
to distort the one-China princi-
ple; we will never back down in 
face of any act that undermines 
China’s sovereignty and secu-
rity. Those who play with fire on 
Taiwan will eventually get them-
selves burned,” he said.  Xinhua

Qin: Chinese modernisation boosts world peace, justice

China’s GDP reached 28.5 trillion 
yuan (about $4.14 trillion) in the first 
three months this year, up 4.5 percent 
year-on-year or an increase of 2.2 per-
cent compared with the fourth quarter 
of 2022, according to data released by 
the China’s National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) on Tuesday,April 18.

China’s national economy made a 
good start this year, said NBS Spokesper-
son Fu Linghui at a press conference.

Fu, also the director general of the De-
partment of Comprehensive Statistics 
of the NBS, explained that as the coun-
try has achieved a smooth transition in 
COVID-19 response and front-loaded the 
policies to stabilize growth, employment 
and commodity price, it has accumulat-
ed more positive factors.

The Chinese economy enjoyed strong 
impetus for development in terms of 

consumption, investment and export.
Since this year, the country’s policies 

to promote consumption have pro-
duced continuous effects, and the mar-
ket saw a prominent rebound, Fu noted, 
adding that consumption has played a 
more important role in driving econom-
ic growth.

According to him, final consumption 
contributed 66.6 percent to the coun-
try’s economic growth in the first quar-
ter, higher than the whole-year figure in 
2022 and the largest driver of economic 
growth.

As the diminishing impacts from CO-
VID-19 expand consumption scenarios, 
transport, catering, entertainment and 
tourism consumption saw rapid growth. 

In the first three months of this year, the 
revenue of China’s catering industry saw 
a year-on-year uplift of 13.9 percent.

In the first quarter, China’s fixed-asset 
investment went up 5.1 percent year-
on-year, playing a positive role in driv-
ing economic growth. Manufacturing 
investment saw a 7 percent expansion, 
maintaining a sound momentum for 
growth and obviously higher than the 
growth of overall investment. In particu-
lar, investment into high-tech manufac-
turing sectors expanded by 15.2 percent.

Since this year, regions across the 
country have worked actively to ad-
vance infrastructure construction. In 
the January-March period, infrastruc-
ture investment increased by 8.8 per-

cent year-on-year, laying a solid founda-
tion for future development.

“Investment has been on a steady tra-
jectory of growth this year, with a con-
tinuously optimized structure, which 
is conducive to promoting economic 
growth and long-term development,” 
Fu said. According to him, China will fo-
cus more on improving the quality of in-
vestment and further stabilize non-state 
investment.

China has vigorously pursued more 
stable and higher-quality foreign trade 
and actively expanded trade with 
emerging markets and developing coun-
tries along the Belt and Road.

In the first quarter, the country’s total 
foreign trade increased 4.8 percent year-

on-year. In particular, exports went up 
8.4 percent upon a high aggregate last 
year. Its trade with Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) partners grew 16.8 percent, 
and that with other members of the Re-
gional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP) grew 7.3 percent, with an 
20.2 percent rise in exports.

Fu said China’s growth was a hard-
won result given the slowing economic 
growth of the world and external uncer-
tainties. China’s foreign trade has main-
tained its strong resilience and vitality 
despite pressure and challenges, and it 
is possible for the country to achieve its 
goal of stabilizing foreign trade and im-
proving its quality this year with stabiliz-
ing policies, he remarked.

China’s economy has maintained a 
sound momentum for growth this year, 
which lays a solid foundation for the 
country to reach its annual development 
goals, Fu told the press conference.

The country is witnessing a gradually 
increasing endogenous momentum for 
development, and is expected to em-
brace better economic recovery this 
year, he said.

Responding to the so-called deflation 
worries, Fu noted that deflation refers 
to a continuous fall in the general price 
level, often accompanied by reduced 
money supply and economic recession.

“Generally speaking, deflation is not 
occurring in China,” Fu said, citing a 
mild uptick in the consumer price index, 
rapid growth in the money supply and a 
fast economic rebound.

		  People’s Daily

Chinese economy grows 4.5 percent year on year in Q1

SEOUL

Seoul has not supplied weapons to the Kiev regime 
because it thinks it necessary to maintain stability in re-
lations with Moscow and the decision on weapons de-
liveries is not restricted by law and depends on Russia’s 
actions, Yonhap reported on Thursday, citing the South 
Korean presidential administration.

A senior presidential official noted that the nature of 
aid being supplied to Ukraine had not changed and that 
South Korea provides humanitarian and financial aid. He 
pointed out that South Korean laws do not prohibit sup-
plying arms to foreign countries in the state of war, nor 
are there any provisions in the Foreign Ministry’s instruc-
tions forbidding providing military aid to third countries 
in a difficult situation.

“The reason we are not doing it lies in the necessity 
to maintain stability in Russian-South Korean relations 
while supporting the international community’s policy 
on protecting the freedom of Ukrainian people,” the ad-
ministration explained.

“We can think of it in reverse, that what we do in the 
future will depend on Russia,” the senior official said. He 
added that the president’s remarks were based on “com-
mon sense” and that Russian authorities were “comment-
ing on something that isn’t happening.”

In an interview with Reuters published on Wednesday, 
South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol did not rule out 
the possibility that Seoul might start supplying weapons 
to Ukraine if there was a serious threat to civilians or a 
“serious violation of the laws of war.”

Commenting on the situation, Russian Presidential 
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that weapon supplies to 
Ukraine would mean Seoul’s indirect involvement in the 
conflict. 

He added that there was “nothing cardinally new” about 
Yoon’s interview. Deputy Chairman of Russia’s Security 
Council Dmitry Medvedev believes that Seoul should 
think about the reaction of the South Korean population 
when the latest Russian weapons appear in the DPRK.

					     Agencies

No arms supplies to Kiev from Seoul in past to 
maintain stable ties with Moscow — Yonhap

WASHINGTON

 US President Joe Biden may an-
nounce his re-election campaign by 
video as soon as Tuesday, two people fa-
miliar with the matter said on Thursday, 
setting the stage for a possible rematch 
with his Republican predecessor Don-
ald Trump.

A Tuesday announcement by Biden, 
80, would come four years to the day 
after his 2020 campaign launch. One of 
the sources on Thursday cautioned that 
the exact timing could change.

“We’ll announce it relatively soon,” 
Biden told reporters last Friday of his 
campaign announcement. “I told you 
my plan is to run again.”

Biden is the oldest person to have oc-
cupied the White House and would be 
86 at the end of a second four-year term. 
He has struggled with low public ap-
proval ratings, with a Reuters/Ipsos poll 
completed on Sunday showing that just 
39 percent of Americans approve of his 
job performance. 

The White House and the Democratic 
National Committee declined to com-
ment on the timing of the announce-
ment.

Republicans have not yet picked their 
candidate for the Nov 5, 2024, presi-
dential election, but polls show Trump 
leads a pack of declared and undeclared 
Republican candidates that include 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, former 
vice-president Mike Pence and former 
UN ambassador Nikki Haley.

While Biden faces little serious com-
petition for the Democratic nomina-
tion, 45 percent of Democrats respond-
ing to a March Reuters/Ipsos poll said 
they thought he should not run again in 
2024, with 48 percent saying he should.

Civility and employment
Biden plans to campaign on his re-

cord in the 27 months since he took over 
from Trump.

That includes winning Congress’ ap-
proval for billions of dollars in federal 
funds to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic 
and for infrastructure, restoring what 
his supporters see as civility to the 
White House and overseeing the low-
est levels of unemployment since 1969, 
although a 40-year high in inflation has 
marred his economic record.

He faces potential economic head-
winds including a showdown in the Re-

publican-controlled US House of Representa-
tives over a $31.4 trillion debt ceiling that risks 
a default that would shake global markets and 
could cause a US recession.

Biden’s Democrats also face difficult US 
Senate elections in 2024, when they will be 
defending seats in Republican-leaning states 
including West Virginia, Ohio and Montana. 
They hold a narrow 51-49 majority in that 
chamber. 

Republicans won a House majority in last 
year’s midterm election, bringing Biden’s leg-
islative agenda to a shuddering halt.

 In recent weeks, Biden has laid out the 
likely themes of a re-election bid in political 
speeches, secured a doctor’s note that he is 
“fit for duty,” told Democrats to re-order the 
party’s primary calendar in a manner favoring 
his nomination and picked Chicago as the city 
where he would ostensibly formally become 
the nominee next year.

Biden is expected to meet next week with 
top volunteer fundraisers from his last cam-
paign. Donors would be key to what might be 
the most expensive US presidential election 
to date. They would also show that Biden’s 

strongest supporters have overcome doubts 
about his age and prospects in another gruel-
ing race.

Unlike the heavily virtual 2020 campaign 
due to the pandemic, a 2024 campaign would 
require him to travel to the handful of key 
states spread across the country that are ex-
pected to again be competitive, from Arizona 
to Pennsylvania.

After losing by seven million votes to Biden 
in 2020, Trump refused to concede defeat, 
falsely claiming widespread electoral fraud.

 His supporters stormed the US Capitol 
building in Washington, DC, on Jan 6, 2021, in 
support of his claims but failed to halt Con-
gress’ certification of Biden’s win.

Biden is expected to remind voters of these 
actions, while lauding his handling of the 
pandemic economic recovery, especially the 
strength of the US labor market.

Biden has used recent political events to at-
tack Trump-aligned “MAGA” Republicans for 
trying to undo his legislative victories, but he 
has largely avoided directly speaking about 
the legal woes facing Trump.

				    Agencies

US President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting with the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and 
Technology (not in image) in the State Dining Room of the White House on April 4, 2023, in Washington. 
(PHOTO / AP)

Twitter on Thursday began removing legacy blue 
checkmarks from user profiles, with famous people in-
cluding pop icon Beyonce and Pope Francis losing their 
verified statuses.

Some personalities such as basketball star LeBron James 
and author Stephen King still had their checkmarks. 

“The Shining” author King, who has previously called 
Musk a terrible fit for Twitter, tweeted: “My Twitter ac-
count says I’ve subscribed to Twitter Blue. I haven’t. My 
Twitter account says I’ve given a phone number. I haven’t.”

Musk tweeted back to him: “You’re welcome namaste,” 
with a hands folded emoji.

The Verge reported that James, who has previously said 
he would not pay for verification, had not paid to keep the 
check mark.

Musk tweeted separately: “I’m paying for a few person-
ally.” and later tweeted “Just Shatner, LeBron and King,” 
referring to Star Trek actor William Shatner, who had last 
month complained about being forced to pay to keep his 
blue checkmark.

Among those losing their badges were former US presi-
dent Donald Trump, Microsoft Corp cofounder Bill Gates 
and reality TV star Kim Kardashian. 

Under Musk’s ownership, Twitter has changed how it 
hands out the coveted blue checkmarks that were earlier 
given to noted individuals, journalists, executives, politi-
cians and establishments after verifying their identities. 
They served as a mark of authenticity.

Musk said in November that Twitter will begin charging 
$8 per month for the badge in an effort to launch new rev-
enue streams beyond advertising.

The company later offered check-marks in other colors 
– gold for businesses and a gray for government and multi-
lateral organizations and officials.

It has also started displaying labels like “state-affiliated” 
and “automated by” against accounts to show when an ac-
count is linked to a government or is a bot.

US non-profit National Public Radio (NPR) stopped post-
ing content on its 52 official Twitter feeds after Twitter 
labeled it “state-affiliated media” and later “government-
funded media”.

Public broadcaster Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC) also paused its activities on Twitter and sparred 
with Musk over Twitter’s definition of government-fund-
ed.					      Agencies

Twitter strips some celebrities of paid verified status
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BUDAPEST

Almost nothing has been done to address 
Russia’s concerns over the Black Sea grain deal, 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on Thurs-
day, the latest in a series of downbeat comments 
by top Moscow officials about the pact that ena-
bled Ukraine to resume exports.

Russia has repeatedly said it will not renew 
the deal beyond May 18 unless the West agrees 
to lift a host of restrictions on payments, logis-
tics and insurance which it says are hindering its 
own agricultural exports.

“Here, practically nothing has been done,” 
Lavrov (pictured)  told reporters in Havana dur-
ing an official visit. Footage of the news confer-
ence was broadcast by the Russian foreign min-
istry. Inspections of ships carrying Ukrainian 
grain from the Black Sea resumed on Wednes-
day under the grain deal, which was brokered 
by the United Nations last July, five months into 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Lavrov will meet with UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres in New York on Monday, Rus-
sian UN Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia said.

Ukraine grain glut in Hungary
Separately, Hungary’s Agriculture Minister 

Istvan Nagy called on 
the European Union to 
introduce progressive 
subsidies for the trans-
portation of Ukrainian 
grain in the EU to pro-
tect farmers in Central 
and Eastern Europe (CEE).

Nagy said that the introduction of such subsi-
dies would ensure that the grain reaches its tra-
ditional markets instead of getting stranded and 
distorting markets in neighboring countries.

“In the spirit of European solidarity, we are 
advocating the introduction of progressive EU 
transit support so that Ukrainian grain can reach 
its former, traditional markets,” he said. 

Nagy made this call after talks with Mykola Sol-
skyi, Ukraine’s minister for agrarian policy and 
food, during which he also discussed Hungary’s 
temporary ban on the import of 25 product cat-
egories from Ukraine, including grain, rapeseed, 
sunflower seeds, cooking oil and some meat 
products until June 30.

However, Nagy clarified that transit shipments 
would not be blocked. He said that the measures 
were introduced to protect Hungarian farmers 
and consumers and that they were temporary.

				    Agencies

Russia says almost nothing done to address grain deal concerns

    

On the morning of April 13, 2023, an olive green Fuxing 
bullet train was ready to leave the Kunming South Railway 
Station, southwest China’s Yunnan province, and kick off the 
cross-border passenger service of the China-Laos Railway.

The D887 high-speed train officially departed on 8:08 am 
and went all the way south, carrying the joy of both the Chi-
nese and Lao peoples. An hour later, the D888 train left Vien-
tiane for Kunming.

Now it takes passengers only less than a day to go from 
Kunming to the Lao capital, or the other way around, which 
has injected new vitality to the China-Laos Railway, a railway 
of friendship.

The China-Laos Railway was officially put into use on Dec. 
3, 2021. Linking China’s Kunming, Pu’er and Xishuangbanna, 
as well as Luang Prabang and Vientiane of Laos, it has be-
come a golden logistics channel that connects China and 
Laos and even Southeast Asia at large after 16 months of op-
eration. It vitalizes regional economic and trade cooperation 
and exchanges.

“The shipping cost for cargo transport between Kunming 
and Vientiane has been lowered by 40 percent to 50 percent 
since the China-Laos Railway opened, and that for domestic 
shipping in Laos by 20 percent to 40 percent,” said Jin Zhi-
yuan, general manager of Sinotrans, a major freight service 
provider along the China-Laos Railway. According to him, 
the company will send over 100 containers to China through 
the railway.

So far, 25 Chinese provinces have launched cross-border 
trains along the China-Laos Railway, which reach Laos, Thai-
land, Myanmar, Malaysia, Cambodia, Singapore and other 
countries and regions along the Belt and Road. The num-
ber of cargo categories has been expanded from 10 to over 
2,000, including electronic and photovoltaic products as 
well as cold-chain fruits. The value of cargos transported has 
exceeded 17 billion yuan ($2.48 billion).

The transport efficiency and capacity of the China-Laos 
Railway have significantly improved. The time of customs 
clearance for cargos transported along the route has been 
reduced to five hours from more than 40.

The potential of this railway has been constantly released 
since this year. In the first quarter, the railway transported 
5.16 million tons of cargos, up 215 percent year on year. In 
particular, 1.1 million tons were transnational , which was 
nearly three times the amount from a year ago.

The cross-border passenger service launched this time is 
of important significance to facilitating the flow of people 
along the railway and to promoting the development of the 
Chinese and Lao tourism.

It is learned that a train departs from both Kunming and 
Vientiane each day, and the whole trip costs 10.5 hours, in-
cluding the time spent on going through customs.

International passenger service adds new vitality to China-Laos Railway

LONDON

 British Deputy Prime Minister 
Dominic Raab resigned from the gov-
ernment yesterday following an inde-
pendent investigation into complaints 
that he bullied colleagues, the latest 
scandal to force out one of Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak’s top ministers.

The loss of the third senior minister 
over their personal conduct in the last 
six months will damage Sunak’s ef-
forts to revive the governing Conser-
vative Party’s fortunes and is a major 
embarrassment as he had entered 
Downing Street in October promising 
a government of integrity.

Raab resigned in a letter to the 
prime minister before the report 
was made public, and his departure 
is a setback for Sunak just two weeks 
ahead of English local council elec-
tions where his Conservatives are pre-
dicted to fare badly.

Sunak’s office declined immediate 
comment. 

“I called for the inquiry and under-
took to resign if it made any finding 
of bullying whatsoever,” Raab’s letter 
said. “I believe it is important to keep 
my word.”

As deputy prime minister, Raab had 

no formal powers but stepped in for 
the prime minister if he was away from 
parliament or incapacitated. However 
he was a close political ally of Sunak 
and helped launch his campaign to be 
prime minister last summer.

The resignation will also do little to 
improve the public perception of his 
government following the scandal-
ridden tenure of Boris Johnson and 
the chaotic economic policies that 
brought down Liz Truss after less than 
two months.

‘Dangerous precedent’
The months-long investigation into 

Raab’s behavior heard evidence from 
multiple government officials about 
complaints of bullying at three differ-
ent departments.

Raab, who was also justice minister, 
requested the investigation in No-
vember following formal complaints 
about his behavior by government of-
ficials. He said he felt “duty bound” to 
accept the outcome of the inquiry but 
also staunchly defended his conduct.

He said the report had concluded 
he had not once sworn, shouted or 
physically intimidated anyone in four 
and a half years, and had dismissed all 
but two of the claims against him. 

UK Deputy PM Dominic Raab resigns after bullying probe
MOSCOW

The proportion of Russian citizens’ 
confidence in President Vladimir Pu-
tin amounted to over 80%, accord-
ing to the All-Russian Public Opinion 
Research Center that published the 
results of a survey conducted be-
tween April 10 and 16 among 1,600 
respondents aged over 18.

“When asked about trust in Putin, 
80.1% of respondents answered posi-
tively (+0.4% over the week), the ap-
proval rate of the Russian president’s 
work was up by 0.4% and stood at 
77.5%,” the pollster noted.

“Positive assessment figures for the 
Prime Minister and the Russian gov-
ernment amounted to 54.8% (-0.1%) 
and 51.8% (-2.3%), respectively,” the 
report stressed. Mikhail Mishustin 
was trusted by 63.3% of respondents 
(-0.2% over the week).

Those surveyed also expressed 
their confidence in the heads of 
various parliamentary factions. Rus-
sia’s Communist Party (CPRF) leader 
Gennady Zyuganov was trusted by 
33.5% of respondents (-0.1%), Sergey 
Mironov, the leader of A Just Russia 
- For Truth, received 30.7% (-0.6%), 
the leader of the Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia (LDPR) Leonid Slut-
sky got 17.7% (+1.4%), and the leader 
of The New People party Alexey Ne-
chayev procured 6.7% (-1.1%).

The poll also revealed that the 
level of support for the United Russia 
party stood at 39.0% (-0.8%), with the 
CPRF supported by 10.2% (-0.1%). The 
LDPR got 9.3% (+0.4%), A Just Rus-
sia - For Truth procured 5.2% (-0.3% 
over the week), and The New People 
party’s figures came to 4.3% (-0.4%).
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Poll reveals level of Russian 
public’s confidence in Putin

Raab apologized for any unintended stress or offense caused by what he de-
scribed as the “pace, standards and challenge” he demanded as a minister but 
said the decision to set threshold for bullying so low “set a dangerous prece-
dent” for the conduct of good government. 

This will “have a chilling effect on those driving change on behalf of your gov-
ernment - and ultimately the British people”, he said in his letter.

Raab referred to the two incidents where there was a finding of bullying 
against him - one at the foreign office in dealing with a senior diplomat’s han-
dling of the Brexit negotiation over Gibraltar, and one where he gave critical 

LONDON

As Britain prepares to crown King 
Charles III in a ceremony with traditions 
dating back some 1,000 years, the monar-
chy confronts a question it has faced down 
the centuries: how does it survive in the 
modern world?

For the House of Windsor, that does not 
mean dealing with growing hostility from 
politicians or the public, for which there 
is little evidence, but rather their indiffer-
ence and simply becoming negligible.

And in a world where mobile phones 
are ubiquitous, brutal social media com-
mentary is rampant, and the media’s vora-
cious appetite for royal stories is insatiable, 
the greatest issue might be that the family 
themselves no longer fancy the job. 

“One thing that Prince Harry has really 
reminded us, if we needed any, is just how 
incredibly painful it is to live in a cage in 
which you are constantly scrutinized,” roy-
al author Tina Brown told Reuters.

“It’s a pretty terrible thing to contem-
plate that your own life is something that 
you have no control over and that ulti-
mately, it’s just not going to change and you 
are going to be in a zoo forever.

While many other European monarchies 
have come and gone, or are far diminished 
in scale and importance, the British royal 
family has remained remarkably resilient.

Polls show the monarchy is supported 
by the majority of Britons, although that 
backing has slipped slightly since the 
death of Queen Elizabeth last September, 
and Charles does not enjoy quite the same 
overwhelming popularity of his mother.

But surveys also constantly indicate the 
young are less bothered about the institu-
tion than older generations, and as Eliza-
beth herself once said, while it was hard 
for them to gauge public opinion, partly 
because of deference, “read it we must”.

Republic, a group that wants to abolish 
the monarchy, has pointed to a poll which 
showed a majority of people were not in-
terested in the coronation.

“Most of us aren’t that interested, and 
most of us think the royals should pay,” its 
chief executive Graham Smith said.

Can the British monarchy survive in its gilded cage?
Relevance
“Relevance is absolutely crucial to the monarchy,” 

said Robert Hardman, a long-time royal correspond-
ent and author of ‘Queen of our Times’.

“The big threat to the future of the House of Wind-
sor is not mobs storming the gate, it’s not revolution, 
it’s becoming irrelevant. The queen always used to say 
we have to be seen to be believed.”

But therein lies the catch for the royals. There has 
long been a symbiotic relationship between the press 
and the royals, with papers extensively covering their 
engagements such that barely a day passes without an 
appearance on the front page of a national newspaper.

But, in return, the royals are considered public 
property with an expectation that they play the press 
“game” in return for gilded lives in palaces.

“Monarchs and their families need the media just 
as the media need them,” Harshan Kumarasingham, 
senior lecturer in British politics at the University of 
Edinburgh.

“A monarchy exists in a very precarious existence 
where it can be at the centre of our adulation, but it 
can also be at the centre of our criticism and fears.”

In his memoir “Spare”, Netflix documentary series 
and TV interviews, Prince Harry, the king’s younger 
son, made it clear that such an life in a media goldfish 
bowl was not one he was prepared to put himself nor his 
US wife Meghan and their children through any more.

He also accused his family or those working for them, 
notably elder brother and heir Prince William and his 
stepmother Camilla, now the queen consort, of collud-
ing with the press to plant negative stories about him in 
order to enhance or protect their public image.

In his younger days, Harry made front page news 
when he was pictured wearing a Nazi uniform at a cos-
tume party, had run-ins with paparazzi outside night-
clubs, and was later pictured naked while partying in 
Las Vegas. 

With everyone having cameras on their mobile 
phones, there will be even more risk of exposure for the 
three young children of Prince William who face having 
every minor misdemeanour, inappropriate comment, or 
embarrassing mistake captured on film.

“When people talk about the privileges, I would say 
that the difficulties and the and the imprisonment of it, 
far outweigh really the privileges,” Tina Brown said. “So 
I’m not sure whether one should expect that of modern 
people.”

However, whatever difficulties it has faced over the 
years, from wars, divorce, internal squabbles or even 
abdication, the monarchy has always shown a remark-
able ability to bounce back from adversity.

Train D887 runs on a bridge along the China-Laos Railway in Jinghong, southwest China’s 
Yunnan province, April 13. (Photo by Li Yunsheng/People’s Daily Online)

Britain’s Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Minister Dominic Raab leaves after a cabinet 
meeting at 10 Downing Street in central London on April 18, 2023. (PHOTO / AFP)

“To better serve cross-border passen-
gers, there are Chinese and Lao standard 
power sockets under each set of chairs 
on the train, information display, radio 
and service signs are offered in Chinese, 
Lao and English,” said Zhao Yingjing, 
conductor of the first cross-border pas-
senger train along the railway.

It is reported that the tickets for the 
passenger service were sold out in just 
20 minutes after they were released.

“The tourism industry has sensed the 
new market created by the China-Laos 
international passenger service,” said 
Yang Jiechen, head of a Thailand-based 

tourism company. According to him, 
the train trip from China’s Mohan port 
to Laos and Thailand is expected to be-
come a hot tourism route.

The China-Laos Railway, like a “key” 
to the Indochina Peninsula, has opened 
an economic channel connecting China, 
Southeast Asia and South Asia.

The railway not only has improved 
the transport infrastructure of Laos, but 
also will drive the country’s economic 
development, said a Lao PhD student of 
Yunnan University, who names himself 
Wen Pengyu in Chinese.
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SYDNEY

Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese will 
attend the NATO summit in 
July, his office said yesterday, 
days after his New Zealand 
counterpart, Chris Hipkins, 
confirmed his attendance.

Australia and New Zea-
land are not members of 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization but have a 
decades-long relationship 
with the Western alliance. 
Both countries attended last 
year’s summit in Madrid as 
non-member participants.

The summit this year will 
be held in the Lithuanian 
capital Vilnius.

Albanese’s office said in 
a statement that Australia 
shared with NATO mem-
bers “a commitment to sup-
porting democracy, peace, 
and security and uphold-
ing the rule of law” as the 

Australia prime minister to attend NATO summit in July

The shipping cost for cargo transport between 
Kunming and Vientiane has been lowered by 
40 percent to 50 percent since the China-Laos 
Railway opened, and that for domestic shipping in 
Laos by 20 percent to 40 percent

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese

group looks to expand and 
strengthen ties. 

Finland became its 31st 
member this month in a 
historic policy shift, roughly 
doubling the length of the 
border NATO shares with 
Russia. Neighboring Sweden 
has also applied to join.

“The Prime Minister’s at-
tendance ... will be an im-
portant opportunity to rein-

force Australia’s support for these global 
norms ... and advocate for Australia’s eco-
nomic, climate and trade agenda,” the 
statement showed.

Albanese had previously said he was 
still considering whether to travel to the 
summit.

Australia, one of the largest non-NATO 
contributors to the West’s support for 
Ukraine, has been supplying aid and de-
fense equipment.
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feedback during an earlier stint at the 
Ministry of Justice from 2021 to 2022.

Keir Starmer, the leader of the 
main opposition Labour Party, ac-
cused Sunak of “weakness” for failing 
to sack his deputy rather than letting 
him resign.

Another of Sunak’s senior minis-
ters, Gavin Williamson, also quit in 
November after bullying allegations, 
and the prime minister sacked Con-
servative Party chair Nadhim Zahawi 
in January after he was found to have 
broken the ministerial code over his 
openness about his tax affairs.

Sunak is facing his own investiga-
tion by parliament’s standards watch-
dog into his behavior over whether 
he properly declared his wife’s 
shareholding in a childcare company 
which stands to benefit from new 
government policy.

The son of a Czech-born Jewish ref-
ugee who fled the Nazis in 1938, Raab 
studied law at Oxford University be-
fore becoming a lawyer working on 
project finance, international litiga-
tion and competition law. He became 
a member of parliament in 2010 and 
has had several senior ministerial 
jobs. 

			   Agencies
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After derby flop, Yanga needs good results 
from CAF CC quarterfinals than Simba SC
 By Correspondent John Kimbute

P
SYCHOLOGICAL con-
tests between the city 
archrivals are medi-
ated at every stage, 

where the key contest each 
year is the Premier League, as 
it opens the doors for all other 
contests, and indeed, evalua-
tions.

Side by side with the pursuit 
of the title, each contest be-
tween the two is a high point 
in club expectations, helping to 
shape the club agenda not just 
concerning the squad, but even 
in terms of the leadership. The 
latest results do not show a vis-
ible impact on either of these 
aspects.

The key lesson of the lat-
est derby is that the Msimbazi 
Street side, irrespective of re-
gaining or not regaining the 
Premier League title, has shown 
it has what it takes to beat the 
defending champions convinc-
ingly, as 2-0 is an illustration 
of having dominated if not the 
game, then the show of skills.

Statistical summations of 
the game did not suggest that 
Simba SC dominated the play, 
for instance, in the number of 
corners, but its chances and 
how they were taken were more 
forthright.

Yanga had fewer good chanc-
es in comparison to their rivals 
and failed to convert any of 
them.

Adding to Yanga’s failure to 
remain in the 2022/23 CAF 
Champions League run, though 
in a way it was a blessing for 
them to still show visible prow-
ess on the continental stage, 
it suggests that the side has a 
greater need to add substance, 
even if it is arguably as good a 
competitive side as any.

Without such addition, it 
risks playing second fiddle to its 
next-street rivals for a while to 
come.

It is a problem that is surely 
more acute than the ‘second 
best’ results in the CAF Confed-
eration Cup run, at this stage. 

One can assert that lessons 
learned during this or that 
match in the continental run 
are likely to be remembered by 
pundits, that is, soccer analysts 
but lessons arising from the 

derby are being interred by the 
fans.

In that case, options for 
Yanga’s leadership concerning 
outcomes of the continental 
competition, especially as the 
side finished top in the 2022/23 
CAF Confederation Cup Group 
Stage, are likely to be negligible.

But ending four years of an 
unbeaten run against their 
archrivals is a challenge they 
will have to handle.

How far this situation is com-
ing up in the minds of the fans, 
pundits or leadership is argu-
ably a bit early to discern, one 
reason being that Yanga’s head 
coach Nasreddine Nabi did 
not acknowledge any shred of 
the superiority of the outfit’s 
archrivals.

He had some data to back up 
that position, he had a good 
amount of data to back up the 
position that the referee mis-
handled the game in allowing a 
corner that resulted in the first 
goal, but pundits were more or 
less unanimous that the refer-
ee’s decision was valid or war-
ranted.

He did not admit that his 
midfield was not at par with 
the game as the pundits were 

largely pointing out, thus Nabi’s 
position was a bit weak.

One reason for having to rush 
to the offensive by disputing 
refereeing decisions, even as 
several pundits indeed thought 
that the lady in charge of the 
game was sort of overwhelmed, 
is the fact that losing a derby is 
a punishable offense nearly ev-
erywhere in Africa.

There was, in the past five 
years or fewer, a coach who 
said Yanga stood little chance 
against Simba SC in a forthcom-
ing, and despite that he had just 
been newly recruited, having 
a few months with the squad, 
he was rapidly given a golden 
handshake and off he went. A 
lack of confidence in a derby 
is a sin. Still, the club will have 
to do some real analysis to fig-
ure out the margin of error that 
belongs to players in the sense 
of not being exactly fit for a cer-
tain position, to find out who 
was arguably weaker than they 
expected.

There is no need to cite 
names but individuals like Ber-
nard Morrison appear to have 
outlived their strategic useful-
ness, while some cases are de-
batable like Bakari Mwamnyeto 

for the Jangwani Street side.
Across the street, there are a 

few ripe bananas to drop to the 
ground, a mixed sentiment en-
vironment is visible for now off, 
now on players.

On the whole, a realistic as-
sessment of the run of the derby 
will leave the issue in a positive 
mood but if on the contrary the 
matter is taken up negatively it 
will be different.

All effort at blame allocation, 
rather really than sharing by 
sharing it, on her basis of a real-
istic assessment of potential by 
the coast- no aspiring to ambi-
tious physical trainers will be 
astonishingly negative.

The club has to remain re-
morseful and largely satisfied 
with its performance, aware 
that it did not have what it takes 
to tame the Simba SC attacking 
force, like when choice striker 
Jean Bakele hit the horizontal 
bar twice.

It is easy to see the damage 
that would have been occa-
sioned had the two acute strikes 
been scored.

The point is the capacity to 
stop such chances or score 
them. It is way above current 
references or models.

Tanzania’s Yanga midfielder, Zawadi Mauya (R), races past Nigeria’s Rivers United player when the two teams took 
on each other in a 2021/22 CAF Champions League’s First Preliminary Round tie that took place in Dar es Salaam in 
December 2021. 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

KENYA Premier League side, Tusk-
er FC, has been handed a massive 
boost ahead of the title run-in, given 
striker Ibrahim Joshua, who had 
been out of action for two months 
with a knee injury, is now back in 
training.

The Tanzanian international has 
struggled with injuries this cam-
paign. He picked up an injury in the 
opening game of the season against 
the Kakamega Homeboyz at the Buk-
hungu Stadium in Kakamega.

He returned in January, and weeks 
later he suffered another setback.

The Brewers, who stood to top 
the standings on Wednesday with a 
win against Wazito FC at the Ruara-
ka grounds, will be hoping to have 
Joshua fit for the remainder of the 
season. He returned to training on 
Monday.

In an earlier interview, Tusker FC 
coach Robert Matano disclosed that 
he will have Joshua and the other 
players like Shami Mwinyi, Deogra-
tious Ojok, and David Majak, among 
others that have come out of injury 

layoff, back soon.
Matano said: “On injuries, things 

are looking good, we have players 
coming back soon. Joshua is coming 
back, and Ojok is not far away ei-
ther... most of the players that were 
injured will be available soon.”

The tactician further revealed that 
defender Boniface Onyango will be 
out for longer.

The utility man underwent knee 
surgery in February and has not fea-
tured for FKF Premier League de-
fending champions ever since.

“Only Boniface Onyango will be 
out for longer, he still has around 
two more months to recover from in-
jury,” he added.

Defending champions are high 
riding and gunning to fully take ad-
vantage of Gor Mahia’s misfortune 
and roar back to the top of the table 
when they face Wazito FC.

The brewers who are a point be-
hind Gor Mahia, alias ‘K’Ogalo’, with a 
game to spare will certainly dislodge 
the record 19-time Kenyan Premier 
League champions from the helm 
with a win over strugglers Wazito FC.

Dar forward returns to 
boost Tusker FC title charge 
in FKF Premier League 

Tusker FC striker, Tanzanian Ibrahim Joshua.

Tanzania’s Simba SC midfielder, Mzamiru Yassin (C), negotiates his way past Morocco’s 
Raja Club Athletic midfielder Abdelilah Hafidi as the clubs locked horns in a 2022/23 CAF 
Champions League Group C tie which took place in Morocco on March 31. Raja Club Athletic 
hammered Simba SC 3-1. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

THIS season’s CAF Champions 
League quarterfinal fixtures pitting 
Tanzania’s Simba SC against continen-
tal football giant, Wydad Athletic Club 
of Morocco, happen to be fantasy en-
counters tough in reality.

Simba SC is reeling from an aggre-
gate 6-1 loss to Morocco’s other soccer 
big gun, Raja Club Athletic, in the tour-
nament’s Group C clashes that took 
place on February 18 and March 31.

Raja Club Athletic, also the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League quarterfinal-
ist, is another team based in Casablan-
ca with over three million followers.

There is also another difficult match, 
this season’s CAF Confederation Cup’s 
quarterfinal tie between Tanzania’s 
Yanga and Rivers United of Nigeria.

Why were some Yanga fans cheering 
after the side was paired against Rivers 
United in the continental showdown’s 
last-eight draw? I still do not under-
stand such a reaction.

Has such a celebration come about 
because Rivers United has a different 
price tag to the one that other CAF 
Confederation Cup group leaders, in-
cluding Egypt’s Pyramids FC, have?

I hardly see the Simba SC against 
Wydad Athletic Club fixture as an easy 
clash for the former. I believe that if 
Simba SC knocks Wydad Athletic Club 
out then the Tanzanian outfit will go 
on to win the 2022/23 CAF Champions 
League title.

It is difficult for Simba SC to beat 
Wydad Athletic Club for three main 
reasons. It is also possible that it is dif-
ficult for Simba SC to beat any other 

team that the outfit would be paired 
against besides Wydad Athletic Club at 
this stage.

Tanzania’s soccer followers may 
need to only focus on Wydad Athletic 
Club which has already been paired 
against Simba SC.

Simba SC will need miracles to over-
come its opponent in the coming ties. 
If a person looks at the way Simba SC 
was dominated by Raja Club Athletic in 
both matches in Group Stage and looks 
at the latter’s position in this season’s 
Moroccan Premier League, he/she will 
know the difficult situation in which 
the former is in.

Wydad Athletic Club, for several 
years, turned out to be stronger than 
Raja Club Athletic and, in reality, the 
former has surpassed the latter by 
12 points in this season’s Moroccan 
Premier League. Raja Club Athletic is 
lately sitting fifth while Wydad Athletic 
Club occupies second place.

This just shows soccer followers 
that Wydad Athletic Club is tougher 
than Raja Club Athletic in the Moroc-
can Premier League at the moment, 
let alone the fact that the former are 
the defending champions of the CAF 
Champions League.

There is further a fact that Wydad 
Athletic Club is confronting Simba SC 
which continues to re-establish itself.

Simba SC has yet to possess the edge 
the club had at a time it had players 
Louis Miquissone, Clatous Chama, 
Hassan Dilunga, and Rally Bwalya that 
were shining for it.

The Msimbazi Street squad is lately 
a club with performers like defender 
Joash Onyango, whose current form 

Simba SC, Yanga divide opinions over CAF inter-club tourneys quarterfinals 

worries the majority of 
his club’s fanatics.

If Simba SC failed to 
match Raja Club Ath-
letic’s pace, will the Tan-
zanian club manage to 
withstand Wydad Ath-
letic Club’s speed?

The third reason is the 
fact that the first leg will 
be played at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Teme-
ke, Dar es Salaam today.

Simba SC will not 
only need to win but 
also score a lot of goals 
against Wydad Athletic 
Club. Grabbing victory 
over the Moroccan soc-

cer big gun is something 
that will surprise many 
people. 

Notching goals in the 
match against Wydad 
Athletic Club is one 
thing, scoring a lot of 
goals is though com-
pletely another feat that 
will be quite amazing.

Will Simba SC be able 
to do so? It is clear that 
Simba SC footballers 
stand to have the tough-
est match of their lives in 
Casablanca, therefore, if 
they want to try to make 
it to the next stage, then 
everything should end in 

Dar es Salaam.
A few goals that the 

Tanzanian side will al-
low in Casablanca is an 
aspect that can help it 
make it to the semi-fi-
nals, but the team needs 
to score a lot of goals in 
Dar es Salaam.

In this weekend’s 
quarterfinal match, re-
gardless of what hap-
pens in Dar es Salaam, 
Wydad Athletic Club will 
seek to intimidate Simba 
SC players.

The Moroccan outfit’s 
passionate fans will en-
ter the field with noisy 

celebrations aiming to 
motivate their outfit 
to once again stay on 
course for progression 
to the semi-finals while 
believing that they are 
going to defend the CAF 
Champions League sil-
verware.

Whatever it is, Simba 
SC needs to fight hard 
to get good results. Suf-
fering a knockout is one 
thing, but bowing out in 
a humiliating manner is 
a quite different experi-
ence.

All I know is that when 
Simba SC plays these 
kinds of matches, the 
outfit happens to be a 
more determined con-
tender, this time the side 
ought to be more flex-
ible.

Moving on to this sea-
son’s CAF Confederation 
Cup, I was surprised to 
see some Yanga sup-
porters cheer after they 
learned that their out-
fit will confront Rivers 
United in the quarterfi-
nals.

My mind tells me that 
if Yanga had faced Riv-
ers United 24 months 
ago, the former would 
have made it to the 
CAF Champions League 
Group Stage.

Yanga was eliminated 

by Rivers United with a 
similar result of a 1-0 loss 
in both home and away 
fixtures of the continen-
tal tournament’s First 
Preliminary Round.

Striker Fiston Mayele 
and midfielder Khalid 
Aucho did not play for 
Yanga in the fixtures be-
cause their licenses were 
delayed.

Yanga also did not 
have the quality its 
squad has currently. 
However, this is a one-
sided story, what about 
Rivers United? 

Does Yanga know to 
what extent has Rivers 
United improved after 
the latter faced the for-
mer in the last clash in 
Port Harcourt in the 
2021/22 season?

I think Yanga support-
ers enjoyed witnessing 
their club being paired 
against Rivers United be-
cause the former avoid-
ed Egypt’s Pyramids FC 
and USM Alger of Alge-
ria.

The followers rejoiced 
because they saw their 
club was set to take on 
Rivers United, a club 
they still remember. It is 
Rivers United that Yanga 
locked horns with in two 
matches and was elimi-
nated.
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Loic Bade headed onto 
his own shoulder and 
looped the ball over De 
Gea in the 47th minute.

In the 81st minute, 
De Gea charged out but 
sliced a dropping ball. 
It fell to En-Nesyri who 
curled into the empty 
net to complete the vic-
tory.

“It’s clear that when 
we make mistakes, it’s 
very difficult to win a 
football game. We have 
to do better. That’s a 
demand,” said United 
coach Erik ten Hag.

Juventus received 
potentially good news 
earlier in the evening 
when  Italy’s high-
est sporting court re-
voked a 15-point Serie 
A points deduction  for 
illicit transfer activity 
but asked that the case 
should be re-examined.

In Lisbon, Juventus 
started fast as Adrian 
Rabiot spun and scored 

after Sporting failed to 
clear a ninth-minute cor-
ner.

The French midfield-
er then fouled  Manuel 
Ugarte  in the penalty 
area and Marcus Ed-
wards converted the 
20th-minute penalty.

The home team strug-
gled against the Juven-
tus defence and Ricardo 
Esgaio and Sebastian 
Coates missed Sporting’s 
best chances in the clos-
ing minutes.

Juventus will next face 
Sevilla and coach Mas-
similiano Allegri said he 
had thought the writ-
ing was on the wall for 
United.

“I expected Sevilla to 
be honest. They are a 
tricky team,” the Juven-
tus coach said. “They 
have won so many Eu-
ropa Leagues so they 
definitely have an advan-
tage. The signs from the 
last game were in their 

favour, I had that feel-
ing.”

- ‘You want more’ -
In Brussels, Union 

Saint-Gilloise could not 
claim a second German 
scalp.

In the first leg in 
Leverkusen, Union 
Saint-Gilloise had man-
aged a draw as they had 
in the round of 16 on 
their way to eliminat-
ing Union Berlin.

On Thursday, their 
hopes of a repeat be-
gan to fade after 90 
seconds, as  Moussa Di-
aby  pounced on some 
poor defending and 
rounded goalkeeper An-
thony Moris.

Mitchel Bakker  vol-
leyed a second after 38 
minutes.

Morris then played the 
ball straight to  Jeremie 
Frimpong  who fired it 
straight back past the 
Luxembourg interna-
tional after 60 minutes.

Casper Terho replied 
for Union but Adam 
Hlozek restored the 
three-goal advantage.

“Being in the semi-
finals is great, but once 
you get there you want 
more,” said Leverku-
sen coach Xabi Alonso 
whose team will face 
Roma for a place in the 
final.

After a cagey first hour 
in Rome,  Leonardo 
Spinazzola  levelled the 
tie for the home team 
with a deflected shot.

Paixao flicked Feye-
noord level on the night 
and ahead on aggregate. 
But in the final seconds 
of regular time,  Paulo 
Dybala scored for Roma 
to send the tie to extra 
time.

Stephan El 
Shaarawy  struck from 
close range to put Roma 
ahead 11 minutes into 
extra time and Lorenzo 
Pellegrini scored from a 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

M
A N C H E S -
TER Unit-
ed  im-
ploded in 

Seville in the Europa 
League on Thursday 
while  Juventus  com-
pleted a good evening 
for the club by holding 
on away to Sporting and 
advancing to the semi-
finals.

In the quarter-final 
second legs, United suc-
cumbed 3-0 at Sevilla to 
go out 5-2.

Juventus hung on to 
draw 1-1 with Sporting 
in Lisbon to advance 2-1 
on aggregate while Bay-
er Leverkusen  won 4-1 
in Belgium to eliminate 
Union Saint-Gilloise 5-2.

Jose Mourinho’s Roma 
beat Feyenoord 4-1 after 
extra time to advance 
4-2.

United, who led by two 
goals with six minutes 
left in the first leg before 
conceding a pair of late 
own goals, completed 
the collapse in Spain.

Goalkeeper David de 
Gea had a disastrous 
night as lacklustre Unit-
ed were dispatched by 
the six-time competition 
winners.

After eight minutes 
De Gea rolled a pass to 
an isolated Harry MaGu-
ire, scorer of one of the 
first-leg own goals. This 
time, ambushed by three 
opponents, he gave the 
ball away and  Youssef 
En-Nesyri  accepted the 
present.

Sevilla dominated 
and could have scored 
again before centre back 

Man United collapse at Sevilla in Europa 
League while Juventus hold off Sporting

NAPLES, Italy

NAPOLI haven’t won the title yet, but Naples is al-
ready in party mode.

In anticipation of the club’s first Italian football 
league title for three decades, the city is celebrat-
ing and decorating its streets with blue -- Napoli’s 
colour.

Blue banners and flags stream from balconies 
and street corners and Napoli scarves and jerseys 
fill shop windows in this boisterous southern Ital-
ian city.

Even the bread has turned blue.
“I live for Napoli. It’s my passion. So I had the idea 

of creating a special loaf in honour of Napoli... for 
my fan customers,” baker Antonio Coppola told 
AFP.

Within the labyrinth of alleys that characterise 
this teeming metropolis, Coppola has started bak-
ing bright blue loaves decorated with an “N” when-
ever the team has a match.

Naples has always lived and breathed football but 
the prospect of Napoli winning their third Scudetto 
-- and the first since Diego Maradona led the team 
in 1990 -- has brought the passion to new heights.

A picture of Maradona as a saint looks down on 
Salvatore Russo’s tattoo parlour as he works on a 
Scudetto-themed design on a customer’s arm.

He has seen an uptick in people requesting Napoli 
tattoos as the competition reaches its final weeks, 
for which he has come up with a new design.

“I decided to put aside my superstition and tat-
too the third Scudetto,” Russo said, showing off his 
forearm bearing an image with the dates of Napoli’s 
titles -- including 2023 -- hovering over its crest.

“The players will sew it on their jerseys, but I 
sewed it on my skin.”

The artist, born just steps away from the huge 
Maradona mural at the heart of Naples’ Spanish 
quarter, has already tattooed about 30 people with 
the design.

The most recent was Antonio Cardone, owner of a 
nearby curtain shop.

“We’ve almost won it,” he told AFP. He is so confi-
dent that he is already thinking about a fourth title.

“I hope it comes soon because I’m already 56!” 
he joked, gritting his teeth as Salvatore’s needle 
pierced the skin on his arm.

- Maradona and San Gennaro -
In Naples, long plagued by poverty, unemploy-

ment and organised crime, the passion for football 
transcends generations and social classes.

One well-dressed Neapolitan talking to   AFP in 
the street earlier this week said he was a lawyer 
who had just left a court hearing.

  AFP

From flags to tattoos, 
Naples turns blue 
as title fever grows

JOHANNESBURG

RHULANI Mokwena 
is a suave 36-year-old 
South African who grew 
up dreaming of being 
a lawyer, but now lays 
down the law at Mame-
lodi Sundowns, the dom-
inant football club in the 
country.

Crowned South Afri-
can champions a sixth 
straight time this month, 
the Pretoria outfit have 
adjusted their sights 
to the CAF Champions 
League, which they won 
in 2016.

Sundowns are away 
to goal-shy but defen-
sively strong Chabab Be-
louizdad of Algeria in a 
quarter-final first leg on 
Saturday, with the return 
match seven days later.

“We want to win the 
CAF Champions League 
regularly,” says Mokwe-
na about a competition 
that north African clubs 
have dominated with 10 
titles in the past 12 sea-
sons.

Football is embedded 
in the Mokwena fam-
ily -- his father, Julius, 
played for crowd-pullers 
Orlando Pirates and he is 
a nephew of Jomo Sono, 
a South African great of 
the 1970s.

Mokwena has been lik-
ened to Jose Mourinho, 
one of the great modern-
era coaches, in that both 
have been successful de-
spite never playing at a 
senior level.

“That is quite a compli-
ment, but I have a long 
road to travel before 
coming close to match-
ing Jose,” Mokwena tells 

AFP.
“Jose, Pep (Guardio-

la), Jurgen (Klopp) and 
Carlo (Ancelotti) are the 
managers South African 
coaches look up to.”

Modest Mokwena 
seemed embarrassed 
when reminded that 
Sundowns went on a 
24-match unbeaten run 
after he became head 
coach last October.

He began the 2022-
2023 season as junior 
partner to co-head coach 
Manqoba Mngqithi, but 
a three-goal drubbing 
from Pirates in a knock-
out competition had ma-
jor repercussions.

Mngqithi was demoted 
to “senior coach” and 
Mokwena became head 
coach, entrusted with 
the highest paid but 
most demanding club 
job in South Africa.

Coaches do not dis-
close salaries, but it has 
been widely reported 
that Mokwena earns 
about one million rand 
($55,000/50,000 euros) 
a month.

Sundowns are owned 
by one of the wealthiest 
South Africans, Patrice 
Motsepe, who was cho-
sen as president of the 
Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) by accla-
mation in 2021.

Becoming the African 
football supremo meant 
Motsepe had to resign 
as Sundowns’ chairman, 
and his eldest son, Thlo-
pie, took over.

- Coaching reshuffle -
The coaching reshuffle 

initially worried some 
Sundowns supporters 
as Mokwena had previ-

SA ‘Mourinho’ targets continental glory with Mamelodi Sundowns 

ously been Pirates’ care-
taker boss and won just 
four of 14 matches.

Those fears quickly 
vanished as Sundowns 
won their first five 
matches under him, 
scoring 14 goals and not 
conceding.

His unbeaten run in-
cluded South African 
Premiership, South Af-
rican FA Cup and CAF 
Champions League 

matches, and led to the 
league title with seven 
matches to spare, a re-
cord.

After becoming cham-
pions, however, Sun-
downs slumped, draw-
ing three consecutive 
league matches, then 
losing to mid-table Stel-
lenbosch in an FA Cup 
quarter-final.

“We do not want to 
become familiar with 

losing,” said Mokwena 
after a defeat that could 
have been avoided as 
both Stellenbosch goals 
stemmed from careless 
passes.

“Sundowns are the 
gold standard of South 
African club football. We 
are by far the best team 
in the country,” said the 
coach.

Gavin Hunt, a four-
time title-winning Pre-
miership coach, says 
Sundowns must be 
judged by their Champi-
ons League results.

“They should be in the 
semi-finals or final every 
year because they are 
far ahead of everyone in 
South Africa.”

Sundowns beat Egyp-
tian club Zamalek in 
the 2016 final, but since 
quarter-finals were in-
troduced the following 
year they have pro-
gressed past the last-
eight stage only once in 
five attempts.

An impressive 5-2 

win over record 10-time 
African champions Al 
Ahly of Egypt this sea-
son helped Sundowns 
win Group B and book 
a sixth quarter-finals ap-
pearance in seven sea-
sons.

“Belouizdad are very 
good,” says Mokwena 
of a side that impressed 
against former champi-
ons in the mini-league 
stage, beating Zamalek 
in Cairo and holding Es-
perance in Tunis.

Sundowns are a mix of 
local and foreign stars, 
with prolific Namibian 
scorer Peter Shalulile 
voted the best player in 
South Africa for the past 
two seasons.

Recently signed Chil-
ean attacker Marcelo 
Allende consistently im-
presses while academy 
product Cassius Mailula 
has been a revelation, 
scoring 14 goals in all 
competitions.

AFP

Rhulani Mokwena

Sevilla’s Bono in action with Manchester United’s Marcus Rashford. REUTERS

rebound three minutes 
into the second period.

In the Europa Confer-
ence League,  Fioren-
tina  blew a three-goal 
first-leg advantage over 
Lech Poznan before 
scoring twice in the last 
12 minutes to lose 3-2 at 
home but advance 6-4 
on aggregate.

Gent took the lead 
against West Ham at the 
London Stadium when 
Hugo Cuypers put them 
ahead on aggregate after 
20 minutes.

But  Michail Anto-
nio  scored twice,  Lu-
cas Paqueta  converted 
a penalty and  Declan 
Rice  also scored in a 
comfortable 4-1 win for 
West Ham to advance 5-2 
on aggregate.

France’s last represen-
tative in Europe, Nice 
went out 3-2 on aggre-
gate after losing 2-1 in 
extra time at home to Ba-
sel. Kasim Adams head-
ed the deciding goal in 
the 98th minute.

Meanwhile, Manches-
ter United  coach Erik 
ten Hag said his players 
lacked passion and de-
sire in their 3-0 thrashing 
by Sevilla in the Europa 
League on Thursday.

“Tonight we weren’t 
good enough, that was 
obvious, that was clear,” 
Ten Hag told reporters.

“I have to acknowledge 
(the lack of fight), it’s the 
truth, it’s hard, it’s tough, 
it’s unacceptable.”

After a 2-2 quarter fi-
nal first leg draw at Old 
Trafford the Red Devils 
were soundly thumped 
at the Ramon Sanchez 
Pizjuan.

  AFP

BERLIN

WITH six league matches remaining,  Bayern 
Munich’s title credentials will face a stern exami-
nation today at Mainz, one of the Bundesliga’s 
form sides.

Bayern’s Champions League elimination at the 
hands of  Manchester City  on Wednesday, along 
with their German Cup exit earlier in April, means 
only one chance of silverware remains for the tro-
phy-hungry club.

Bayern lead the Bundesliga but  Borussia Dort-
mund are just two points behind.

Bayern manager Thomas Tuchel said the Mainz 
clash would be a test after Wednesday’s 1-1 home 
draw with City completed a 4-1 elimination on ag-
gregate.

“On Saturday, we want to be ready for the next 
fight, which is definitely a character test.”

Tuchel said Bayern could take “plenty of posi-
tives” from “matching it with the best team in 
Europe, the most in-form team in Europe”. But 
he acknowledged   that the contrasting 1-1 draws 
with Manchester City on Wednesday and with 
lowly Hoffenheim in the Bundesliga the previous 
weekend, suggest his team is inconsistent.

“Today (Wednesday) we were really on a high 
level. On Saturday, we were not.

“We need to be on a high level on Saturday 
against Mainz.”

Of immediate concern is Bayern’s misfiring at-
tack.

The forwards, who include  Sadio Mane,  Serge 
Gnabry,  Leroy Sane,  Kingsley Coman, Thomas 
Mueller and Jamal Musiala, have failed to score for 
five matches.

In that period, four goals have come from de-
fenders and one from a penalty converted by de-
fensive midfielder Joshua Kimmich.

Tuchel cut his coaching teeth at Mainz from 
2009 to 2014, a club known for making canny 
choices to overcome budget limitations.

Mainz manager Bo Svensson, who played for five 
years under Tuchel, said on Thursday the Bayern 
manager “was one reason why I took the path to 
become a coach.”

Svensson said Tuchel helped him “find my iden-
tity and what I want to stand for”.

Unbeaten in nine matches, Mainz have also won 
the last two times Bayern have visited in the league.

Dortmund host  Eintracht Frankfurt  on Satur-
day evening.

AFP 

Tuchel’s Bayern face 
‘character test’ at in-
form Mainz



By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

AZAM FC will be bidding to 
reclaim the third spot in the 
2022/23 NBC Premier League 
when they make the short 
trip to Morogoro to face base-
ment side Ruvu Shooting at 
the Jamhuri Stadium this af-
ternoon.

The Ice cream makers have 
dropped points in their last 
five league matches, which 
has allowed third-placed 
Singida Big Stars to leapfrog 
them by one point.

This means that there is no 
room for error in this game for 
Kally Ongala-coached Azam 
FC, which has won 15, drawn 
five, and lost six of their 26 
league matches during an up-
and-down campaign.

Given the gulf in class, Ong-
ala’s men should not struggle 
to collect maximum points 
against Ruvu Shooting.

That said, Azam FC’s recent 
away record is a cause for 
concern, as they have only 
managed to win three of their 
previous ten games on the 
road in the league.

The 1-0 defeat away to Ihe-
fu SC in early March means 
that Azam FC has now failed 
to win in their previous six 
league outings on the road.

Nigerian midfielder Issah 
Ndalah put on a clinic show-
ing for Azam FC last time out 

 

blanca. 
A 7-0 mauling of Guinea’s 

Horoya AC and a double 
over Uganda’s Vipers SC 
ensured Simba SC finished 
with nine points to confirm 
a place in the last eight with 
one game to spare.

Roberto Oliveira-coached 
Simba SC heads into this 
clash on the back of suc-
cessive 2-0 victories over 
arch-rivals, Young Africans 
(Yanga), and Ihefu SC in 
the 2022/23 NBC Premier 
League.

The outfit will be hoping 
for a repeat performance in 
this match though Wydad 
Athletic Club’s pedigree is 
difficult to ignore.

In team news, Simba SC 
is sweating over the fitness 
of the squad’s first-choice 
goalkeeper Aishi Manula 
after he was left out of the 
clash with Yanga due to 
muscular fatigue.

Similarly, Malian mid-
fielder Sadio Kanoute also 
remains a big doubt for the 
game having been sidelined 
in the last four games due to 
a hip issue.

Clatous Chama, who 
scored four times for Simba 
SC in the continental tour-
nament’s Group Stage, will 
be looking to inspire his 
side to victory once again 
alongside a confident Den-
nis Kibu and on-form Jean 

Baleke who has three goals 
in the competition.

Meanwhile, Wydad Ath-
letic Club, who beat Egypt’s 
Al Ahly 2-0 in last season’s 
final to lift the coveted tro-
phy for the third time, won 
Group A with a record of 
four wins, one draw, and 
one defeat. 

Wydad Athletic Club, pop-
ularly known as the ‘Red 
Castle’, claimed a 2-1 away 
league win against Union 
Touarga Sport last time out, 
meaning they have won 14 
of their 23 Morocco Botola 
Pro matches this term.

Still, they remain one 
point behind the league 
leader, AS FAR FC, in the 

Botola Pro League table, 
so they will be desperate 
to give their all in the CAF 
Champions League this sea-
son.

The defending champi-
ons will be without the ser-
vices of Senegalese striker 
Bouly Junior Sambou due to 
yellow card accumulation.

Sambou has scored three 
goals for Wydad Athletic 
Club in the CAF Champions 
League this campaign.

The aggregate winners of 
the match will face the win-
ner of the clash between 
Algeria’s CR Belouizdad and 
South Africa’s Mamelodi 
Sundowns in the semi-fi-
nals.

Man U collapse at Sevilla 
in Europa League while 
Juventus hold off Sporting

Simba SC ready to secure first-leg advantage 
over Wydad AC in CAF CL last eight 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Azam FC out to heap more misery on struggling Ruvu Shooting 

 By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

T
ANZANIA’s Simba 
SC will lock horns 
with Moroccan gi-
ants, Wydad Athlet-

ic Club, in the first leg of the 
quarterfinals of the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League at 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam this afternoon.

Senegalese referee Issa Sy 
will take charge of the clash 
in Dar es Salaam. A video As-
sistant Referee (VAR) is ex-
pected to be introduced at 
this stage with Egyptian Mah-
moud Ashor the designated 
official while Ugandan Mike 
Letti is the match commis-
sioner.

Simba SC advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the premier 
continental club showdown 
for the third time after finish-
ing second in Group C behind 
Moroccan giants Raja Casa-

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

DODOMA Jiji FC entertains Kinondoni Munici-
pal Council FC at the Jamhuri Stadium this evening, 
with both sides involved in the 2022/23 NBC Premier 
League relegation battle.

Hosts Dodoma Jiji FC are sitting 11th in the stand-
ings, one point above the relegation zone. 

Kinondoni Municipal Council FC is occupying 13th 
place in the standings, two points ahead of safety.

Dodoma Jiji FC has won just two of the club’s last 
seven league matches, though a 1-1 draw in a clash 
against Coastal Union on April 9 was enough to lift 
them out of the relegation playoff berth.

The Capital City boys have claimed 16 points from 
14 home matches this season, with their last victory 
as hosts being a 2-1 win over Tanzania Prisons in mid-
March.

Ghanaian Collins Opare leads Dodoma Jiji FC in 
goals this season with the striker netting six. Former 
Kinondoni Municipal Council FC forward Seif Abdal-
lah ‘Karihe’ has four goals.

On the flip side, Kinondoni Municipal Council 
FC suffered a fourth loss from their last five league 
matches when they were beaten 2-0 at home by Geita 
Gold FC on April 11.

There have been defeats against Young Africans 
(Yanga), Azam FC, and Ruvu Shooting.

Kinondoni Municipal Council FC is fortunate that 
the bottom two teams in the NBC Premier League 
standings are as bad as they are.

Otherwise, Kinondoni Municipal Council FC would 
be in far more relegation danger than the outfit is in 
right now.

The damaging home defeat in a tie against Geita 
Gold FC marked the end of Kinondoni Municipal 
Council FC’s head coach Thierry Hitimana’s reign.

Former Dodoma Jiji FC coach Jamhuri Kihwelo ‘Ju-
lio’ was soon appointed to take charge of Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC up to the end of the season.

This will be ‘Julio’s first attempt at stopping the rot 
on the pitch, he has to instantly find a winning for-
mula on the road.

Kinondoni Municipal Council FC has claimed mere 
five points from 12 away matches this season, with the 
club’s last result on the road being a 1-0 loss to Azam 
FC in late February. They are the only side yet to win 
on the road this season.

If Kinondoni Municipal Council FC wants to rescue 
the club’s season, it must win and to achieve that the 
outfit needs its strikers to don their scoring boots be-
cause goals have been a rarity for the club this season.

George Makan’ga and Matheo Anthony are joint-
leading goal scorers for Kinondoni Municipal Council 
FC with four goals apiece.

In head-to-head stats, Dodoma Jiji FC and Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC have met in five league matches 
since 2020/21.

Dodoma Jiji FC has racked up three wins to Kinon-
doni Municipal Council FC’s two in the rivalry, while 
their meeting earlier this season at the Uhuru Stadi-
um in Dar es Salaam in November 2022 was won by 
Dodoma Jiji FC.

Dodoma Jiji FC, 
KMC FC in Premier 
League relegation 
six-pointer

Tanzania’s Simba SC footballers participate in training at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam yesterday to prepare for the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League last-eight duel against Morocco’s Wydad Athletic Club which will be played in the city today. PHOTO: Correspondent 
Jumanne Juma

Ruvu Shooting’s fullback, Nathaniel Chilambo (L), challenges Azam FC’s left-back, Pascal Msindo, when the 
clubs faced each other in a recent NBC Premier League duel which took place at Mabatini ground in Coast 
Region. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC
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against Mtibwa Sugar with 
a first-half goal before Iddy 
Selemani ‘Nado’ won it for 
the former in the second 
half to render Mtibwa Sugar 

forward Onesmo Mayaya’s 
effort useless.

Prince Dube, who has six 
goals is the dangerman for 
Azam FC up front alongside 

the rejuvenated ‘Nado’ who 
has found the back of the 
net five times since coming 
back from a long injury lay-
off.

At the opposite end of the 
standings, Ruvu Shooting finds 
itself sitting second from the bot-
tom in the table – seven points 
from safety.

The hosts know that a victory 
would be a massive one for their 
chances of NBC Premier League 
survival.

They have only managed to win 
five of their 26 league games this 
season, recording five draws and 
16 losses along the way.

The army outfit also holds the 
fourth-worst defensive record in 
this season’s NBC Premier League, 
having conceded 33 goals.

Worse still, Mbwana Makata-
coached Ruvu Shooting is the 
worst home team this season 
having collected just 11 points. 
No team has lost more games 
at home this season than Ruvu 
Shooting (eight).

In head-to-head stats, Azam FC 
and Ruvu Shooting have met in 
23 league matches since 2010/11.

Azam FC has claimed 13 wins 
compared to two for Ruvu Shoot-
ing, while eight matches have 
been drawn.

Ruvu Shooting has avoided de-
feat in seven of the club’s 11 home 
league matches in the rivalry, suf-
fering four defeats in the process.

When the teams met earlier this 
season, at Azam Complex Stadi-
um on November 2022, Azam FC 
claimed a 1-0 home win thanks to 
a second-half penalty converted 
by Congolese Idris Mbombo.
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