
TURN TO PAGE 2

THURSDAY 8 SEPTEMBER, 2022TANZANIAISSN 0856 - 5422  ISSUE No. 8631         •  PRICE: Tsh 1,000,  Kenya sh100

 

Your Financial Guide
Thursday  8 September  2022

Why banking 
regulators 

are sweating 
under climate 

stress tests?

    page 14

DSE listed largest banks record strong shares trading

Kenya banks take gradual steps to risk-based lending

  By Guardian Reporter

Two Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) listed largest banks include CRDB Bank Plc and NMB Bank Plc started the week in high noted after dominating the market during the first two days of the week.
Data have shown that a combined total market turnover of 2.39bn/- was recorded during trading on Monday and Tuesday this week, of which 2.29bn/- injected by two banks.

The shares of the two banks traded during the reviewed days were exchanged hands between local investors, the markets report analysis show.
However, the banks market capitalisations remained unchanged with NMB Bank being the largest with 1.45trn/- while CBRD Bank Plc has 1.04trn/- market capitalization.

NMB Bank Plc was the major mover after recording a turnover of 1.42bn/- during the reviewed days through transaction of 510,282 shares in 16 deals of which 500,000 shares through Block Trade Pre-arranged Market board on Monday.The reports show CRDB Bank Plc recorded a turnover of 930.6mn/- during the reviewed days through transactions of 2,326,914 shares traded in 83 deals, of which 2.2 million shares on Block Trade Pre-arranged Market board on Tuesday.

Global sukuk issuance to hit $185bn in 2022, reveals study

  NAIROBI

Bank lending rates are yet to be fully adjusted in line with the risk rating of borrowers, with lenders adopting a gradual rollout to avoid shocking the credit market which is still recovering from the slowdown caused by the now repealed rate cap and Covid-19.
More than half of banks already had their risk-based models ap-proved or signed off by the Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) by the end of July, allowing them to vary interest on credit according to the risk pro-file of a borrower, with an expected outcome of improved credit access across the economy.

By the end of June, 28 lenders had adjusted their overdraft, per-sonal and business loan rates by between 2.4 and 4.8 percentage points from the March 2022 rates.
Some lenders charged as high as 16.4 percent for business loans in June, and 16.8 percent for over-drafts, while the rates on personal loans rose by up to 2.4 percentage 

points to 14.3 percent.
The increase is, however, likely 

  VLADIVOSTOK

The head of Russia’s VTB Andrei Kostin, said on Wednesday the nation’s banking sector had largely overcome the most serious effects of Western sanctions and that systemic capitalisation of Russian banks was likely not needed.
Hit by unprecedented economic sanctions from the West, Russia’s banking sector posted heavy losses in the first six months of the year and officials have pushed lenders to drastically reduce their exposure to the U.S. dollar and euro.

“It is maybe too early to say, the central bank is now analysing the information, but maybe some kind of systemic recapitalisation of the banking sector is not needed,” Kostin said at a session on the transformation of Russia’s financial sector at the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok.
VTB, Russia’s second-largest lender returned to profit in July after record losses in the first six months of the year, and will start lending in the Chinese yuan and other non-Western currencies later this year, it said on Tuesday. read more

Kostin added later that there was room for Russia’s central bank to cut its key rate to 7.5% and then 7% from 8% now to stimulate lending in Russia’s banking sector. read more
The Bank of Russia next meets on rates on Sept. 16.
Western sanctions on Russia over its actions in Ukraine have cut Moscow off from the global financial system and from nearly half of its $640 billion in gold and foreign exchange reserves.

CEO Kostin had said in April Russian banks would likely need a wider recapitalisation to cope with losses.
Russian officials have heralded the economy’s performance in recent months, saying it is holding up much better than expected in the face of sanctions.

Russia Economy Minister Maxim Reshetnikov on Tuesday said the economic contraction this year would be 2.9%, shallower than previously forecast. read more 

Capitalisation of 
banking likely not 
needed in Russia

 LONDON

Refinitiv, a London Stock Exchange Group (LSEG) business, has released findings of its Sukuk Perceptions and Forecast Study 2022, which reveals that global sukuk issuance is projected to moderate, settling at $185bn in 2022. 
According to the study, around 41 per cent of respondents indicated they were still bullish about growth in global sukuk supply.Sukuk are financial products whose terms and structures comply with sharia, with the intention of creating returns similar to those of conventional fixed-income instruments like bonds.

The findings were published in a report, titled Navigating a new Environment, which projected global sukuk issuance would grow at an estimated compound annual growth rate of 6.8 per cent over the next five years, reaching $257bn in 2027.
The report indicated that the momentum of international sukuk issuance began to slow in the first half of 2022, despite strong activity from issuers capitalising on high demand from international investors early in the year.

NMB Bank Managing Director Ruth Zaipuna

Highlights of H1 2022
Mustafa Adil, head of Islamic Finance, Refinitiv,  said: “A new sukuk issuance record had been set in 2021 for the fifth consecutive year, reaching a total of $196.5bn. Although this was up by 8.2 

per cent from $181.6bn in 2020, that compares with much greater average annual growth of 21 per cent in the previous five years.”
“Global sukuk issuance in the first half of 2022 raised $100.9bn, marginally 

lower than $104.2bn in H1 2021. Despite a strong start to the year, issuance momentum slowed as the Federal Reserve and other central banks kicked off a global monetary tightening cycle.”
The surge in oil prices also contributed to the slowdown in issuance, as it reduced government borrowing needs in core sukuk markets. 

Dollar sukuk issuance amounted to $22bn in H1 2022, down 10 per cent from $33.2bn H1 2021, as issuers concentrated their borrowing in domestic markets and the Fed’s tightening policy strengthened the dollar, he added.Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and Indonesia remained the largest issuance bases for sukuk, and together made up 75 per cent of sukuk issued in 2021 and the first half of 2022.
In Saudi Arabia, sukuk raised $28.1bn during H1 2022, compared with $24.2bn during the same period of 2021, despite the surge 

in oil prices. Still, issuance slowed during the second quarter as the kingdom registered a surplus from higher oil revenues.
As with most GCC governments, issuances supporting new and continuing infrastructure projects will likely be offered once volatility in global financial markets calms. This is also the case with the region’s ESG sukuk issuances that are in the pipeline awaiting more conducive conditions.

Sovereigns continue to drive sukuk issuance, maintaining around a 60 per cent share of global issuance since 2017. Sovereign sukuk issued in H1 2022 totalled $68.8bn, of which 83 per cent were issued by GCC, Malaysian and Indonesian governments.
The Saudi government was the largest sovereign issuer in H1 2022, with $22.1bn, despite soaring oil prices having reduced government funding requirements.

to widen in coming months once they fully deploy the risk-based 
pricing model, especially on loans to small businesses that 

are deemed riskier borrowers compared to corporate organi-
sations.

“The risk-based lending has not been implemented in full because you don’t want to cause distress for customers. It will be implemented gradually,” said a bank executive who declined to be quoted.
Lenders had endured a pro-

longed wait for approvals — which according to the CBK was partly due to some submitting unsatisfactory plans — leading to most of them lending at a maximum of 13 percent even after the law capping rates on loans was lifted in November 2019.
They, therefore, largely re-

sorted to pumping money into risk-free government securities at between 10 and 13.5 percent, which meant that growth in lending to the private sector re-
mained below the pre-rate cap level of 8.3 percent until Decem-
ber 2021.

Lending to the private sec-
tor has been rising steadily this year, going from 8.8 percent in January to 12.3 percent in June, helped by higher demand for loans in transport and commu-

nication, manufacturing, trade and consumer durables sectors.
The expectation of the pro-

ponents of risk-based lending is that by being allowed to load a premium to cover lending to customers deemed riskier, banks will then open their wal-
lets to small businesses and in-
dividuals, who have been strug-
gling to access formal credit.

However, while there is an increase in approvals of risk pricing models, lenders have raised concerns that they still lack some of the supporting data necessary to accurately es-
timate a clients’ risk profile due to the moratorium on negative listing of borrowers with loans below Sh5 million by credit ref-

erence bureaus (CRBs).

Analysts say the domestic equity market continues to sustain a bullish run for the second consecutive week as signaled by the benchmark indices’ week-on-week (w/w) performance, adding that banks will lead in transactions.

“We are of the opinion that a number of counters are trading with favorable valuations with further upside potential,” Raphael Masumbuko, chief executive officer of Zan Securities Limited told the Guardian over the weekend.

During last week, he said, NMB Bank Plc stock also registered a 3.57 per cent increase closing at 2,900/- per share while CRDB Bank Plc stock appreciated by 1.25 per cent closing the week at 405/- per share.
DSE report shows on Friday last 

week, NMB Bank Plc recorded a turnover of 4.2bn/- through a transaction of 1.5 million shares in four deals on Block Trade Pre-arranged Market.
During the day, CRDB Bank recorded a turnover of 25.3mn/-, the second largest transaction, through trading of 63,331 shares traded in 25 deals at a price ranging from 400/- to 405/-.

During the first half of this year, two banks also recorded a record profit rising, increasing appetites among share buyers.
NMB Bank Plc’s net profit for the first six months of the current calendar year rose to 208bn/-, a 53 percent rise from 135.5bn/- that was registered during a similar period last year. 

This means that the amount in profit, registered by NMB Bank Plc during the first half of 2022, was slightly higher than the annual net profit of 206bn/- that the lender recorded during the whole year of 2020.
NMB performance reflected solid business momentum, strong efficiency gains, and significant improvements in the loan portfolio quality.

NMB Bank’s strong revenue 

momentum was sustained during H1, 2022, with a total revenue increase of 21 percent from previous year to 562bn/-, highlighting exponential growth in both net-interest income and non-funded income lines which grew by 17 percent and 32 percent.
On the other hand, CRDB Bank Plc’s net profit jumped to 174.04bn/- during the first six months of 2022, from 88.6bn/- during a similar period last year. Likewise, this was higher than an annual net profit of 165bn/- that it registered in 2020, according to financial statements.CRDB said during presentation of the financial performance for the second quarter of this year that its plans to focus on small and medium enterprises (SMEs) especially along the trade, construction and agriculture value chains, after seeing that these sectors are driving growth in the economy.

The bank’s strategy, according to managing director Abdulmajid Nsekela, as quoted in July, is to address capital challenges among the various enterprises, understanding the valuable role they play in enabling achievement of the country economic transformation ambitions.

CRDB Bank Managing Director Abdulmajid Nsekela

A customer is served at the Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB) in Nairobi. PHOTO| AFP
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By Guardian Reporter

ENERGY minister January Makamba 
yesterday paid a courtesy call at the Shell 
Company offices in the Netherlands, holding 
discussions with its top officials on the 
schedule for implementing the Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) project in Lindi.

The minister said the government wishes 
to finalise discussions by December for 
project implementation to start, as the firm 
had raised costing and pricing issues by the 
time a preliminary agreement was signed.

On 11th June, the Tanzania Petroleum 
Development Corporation (TPDC) signed 
a framework agreement with Equinor of 
Norway and Shell Co, of the Netherlands to 
pave the way for the liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) export terminal.

The minister met with Cederic Cremers, 
the Shell vice president for LNG projects and 
John Crocker, vice president for government 
relations, where he promised that a special 
LNG Office will be set up in November to 
pursue project issues more rapidly.

The desk will be tasked with coordinating, 
speeding up and simplifying steps for 

Makamba visits Shell
Dutch for LNG steps

Issue malaria, HIV, TB 
drugs for free - minister
By Guardian Reporter

HEALTH minister Ummy Mwalimu has 
directed that public health facilities observe 

the rule that treatment of malaria is provided 
free of charge.

Service providers at the regional and lower 
levels must stop charging money on people 

seeking to take malaria and tuberculosis tests, 
she said, accompanying a donor dignitary 
inspecting local facilities against malaria and 
tuberculosis.

Peter Sands, executive director of the 
Global Fund for fighting HIV, malaria and TB 
accompanied the minister on a visit to the 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Henry Mwangonde

ECONOMISTS, motorists and others yesterday 
gave mixed reactions to the latest recent 
drop in fuel prices, largely commending the 

government’s move.
Many said that the government had worked 

on the public outcry on the matter, while others 
said it is too early to celebrate, while taking less 
account of the regulator’s explanation that world 

market prices dipped in July.
In a series of interviews, people said the 

reduction was welcome as it is aimed at 
cushioning citizens from the rising cost of 

National Pg 5
Tanzania faces shortage of dentists

implementing the project, he stated.
The minister’s visit is seen as a reflection 

of disquiet with the pace of negotiations 
to start implementing the project, after 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan directed the 
resumption of negotiations last November.

But at the framework agreement signing 
ceremony, Makamba said that the final 
investment decision is expected in 2025, 
which appears risky given the changing 
picture of the global oil and gas market.

 Posting on her Twitter account, President 
Samia had commented: “I am pleased 
to witness the signing of an initial Host 
Government Agreement (HGA) for a natural 
gas processing project between our country 
and investors.

The 70trn/- to be invested will bring about 
a major revolution to boost our economy 
and the well-being of Tanzanians.”

The project for processing natural gas 
discovered close to the shoreline will 
bring in $40bn on the basis of recent 
estimates, scaled up from $30bn cited in 
the past decade, with Shell and Equinor 
spearheading its realisation.

VP Crocker thanked the government for 
making it easier for investors to take up that 
opportunity, enabling the initial agreement 
to be signed, also expressing satisfaction at 
the stage reached in preparing for project 
implementation.

Tanzania has proven natural gas reserves 
of 57 trillion cubic feet, with at least 49.5 
trillion cubic feet (Tcf ) of those reserves 
offshore, but until the start of the war in 
Ukraine, global activism was fighting all 
major petroleum sector initiatives as part of 
the campaign against fossil fuels.

TURN TO PAGE 2

Car returned
as police nab
cross-border
law breakers
By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

ONGOING cooperation between Tanzania 
and Malawi security units in controlling 
cross-border crime has started to bear fruit 
following the arrest of three youths who 
had stolen a vehicle in Mbeya and sold it in 
Malawi.

Former Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Simon Sirro and former head of the Malawi 
police force, Dr George Kainja earlier met in 
Mbeya and agreed to cooperate in controlling 
cross-border criminality.

Regional Police Commander Ulrich Matei 
told reporters here yesterday that the stolen 
vehicle – a Toyota Prado T 795 DEX was stolen 
on April 4 at eight in the evening in Jelele, Itezi 
ward, in the city

After the vehicle owner reported the theft, 
police detectives searched for it in various 
areas without success, but in pursuing their 
investigations they arrested three suspects – 
Yusuph Ramadhani (26) of Forest area, Shuku 
Nyema (23 of  Songea municipality in Ruvuma 
Region and Abuu Rutagalama (26), also of 
Itezi ward. 

Upon interrogation, the suspects confessed 
to have stolen the vehicle which they drove to 
Malawi and handed it to one Richard Ng’oma, 
a Malawi citizen, he said.

Through good neighbourliness, between 
August 31 and September 2 Tanzanian police 
officers visited Malawi and collaborated 
with Malawi police who succeeded to 
arrest Richard Ng’oma with the vehicle, 
subsequently confessing to having received 

Brigadier Simon Motswane Barwabatsile (L), Acting Commander of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Mission deployed in Mozambique’s Cabo Delgado Province, presents 
certificates of appreciation to Tanzanian soldiers who were being seen off in Mtwara yesterday. They were due to return home after having completed their peacekeeping tour of duty in the 
neighbouring country. Photo: Correspondent Baraka Jamali

Relief greets fuel price cuts

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango (C) holds talks in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, yesterday with an Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 
delegation led by the agency’s board chairman, former Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn Boshe. This was on the sidelines of the Sept 
5 – 9 AGRA Forum 22, where the VP is representing President Samia Suluhu Hassan. Photo: VPO

n Economists caution that its duration is unpredictable
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Disunyara Clinic in Kibaha District to 
see for himself the way in which the 
services are dispensed.

Addressing members of the public at 
the clinic, the minister said the rapid 
diagnostic tests (RDTs) for malaria as 
well as malaria drugs-- artemether-
lumefantrine (ALu), and severe malaria 
injection are free. 

The tuberculosis test is also free 
because the Global Fund is helping the 

government to eradicate these three 
diseases, she said.

She asked those living with HIV/Aids 
to maintain the use of antiretroviral 
drugs (ARV) and avoid promiscuous 
sex on account of the current rate of 
infection.

She cited controversy over the use 
of ARV drugs for people living with 
HIV, noting that 95 per cent of those 
living with HIV use ARV drugs, “but the 
challenge is that we have seen a decline 

in the use of the drugs. So some of them 
have stopped using it and to us, this is 
very dangerous.”

“When we’re about to overcome 
HIV/Aids, the trend shows that 
we’ve started going back. Even if the 
disease seems to have decreased, we 
should not stop using medicine,” she 
emphasized.

Regional Commissioner Abubakari 
Kunenge said that Global Fund is 
helping the government in improving 

health services, noting that the Global 
leader has come to see for himself 
activities carried out by the Global 
fund, visiting some health centers in 
the region.

The Global Fund director expressed 
satisfaction with the services provided, 
covering AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis 
and mother and child services, assuring 
the government that the Global Fund 
will maintain its cooperation in those 
fields.

FROM PAGE 1

Issue malaria, HIV, TB drugs for free - minister

living.
Prof Haji Semboja, a seasoned 

economist at the University of Dar 
es Salaam, said the decrease has a 
psychological relief on the general 
public, reeling from the rising cost of 
living caused by the global increase in 
fuel prices.

He said the country has to learn 
lessons from the rise in fuel prices “and 
chart ways to cushion citizens from 
such situations in future.”

The government needs revenue 
but there should be mechanisms 
to withstand the situation because 
citizens also face difficulties in making 
ends meet, he said.

Prof Semboja said the rising cost 
of living has resulted from the fact 
Tanzania is among the net fuel 
importers with most of the fuel being 
used for production.

“A rise in fuel prices means a rise 
in production costs hence affecting 
the whole economic value chain,” he 
stated.

 The increase in fuel prices led to high 
inflation, slow economic growth and 
adverse balance of payment effects, 
along with a decrease in government 
revenues, he elaborated.

Being a resource rich country, 
Tanzania should not be a net importer 
of fuel but use the resources it has to 
run the country’s economy, he further 
noted.

 “It is time to establish mechanisms to 
make the country’s resources facilitate 
the running of the economy instead of 
depending on taxes generated from 
those resources,” he declared.

Dr Donath Olomi, executive director 
of the Institute of Management and 
Entrepreneurship Development 
(IMED) at the campus, said the drop 
will take time to have an impact on the 
life of a common citizen as it is unclear 
how long the lower price will remain 
so, as it could change next month. 
“Therefore it is not easy for markets to 
react immediately,” he said.

Prices have the tendency of 
remaining firm or adjusting slowly, 
despite changes in the cost of 
producing and selling the goods or 
services, the don explained.

“Yes, for motorists it is at least good 
but for someone carrying passengers 
this does not mean the fares will drop,” 
he said.

Jamal Babu, a fuel trader in Mwanza, 
commended the government for the 
decrease in fuel prices for retail buyers 
saying it will help to control inflation.

Babu, a CCM cadre, urged traders 
to adhere to government directives 
and ensure that they sell the fuel by 
abiding to the prices announced by the 
government.

Beatrice Mushi, a Mwanza city 
resident as well, said the drop in fuel 
prices will have an impact on her 
catering business as motorists had 
started changing their eating habits to 
cut costs. 

Hassan Kudifa, a motorcycle 
passenger rider in Tabata, Dar es 
Salaam said the drop in fuel prices has 
been received well as it will improve, to 
some extent, the revenue they generate 
by the end of the day.

“Our customers were used to the old 
prices hence they refused to pay new 
prices which were caused by the fuel 
price increase, so we are happy with 
the move,” he said.

Another rider, Mohamed Pazi at 
Ubungo Riverside said the drop in 
prices means a lot to the riders as in 
the past few months their incomes 
dipped and the cost of living rose.

Victor Mkumbo, a city hawker, 
said the drop in fuel prices will have 
a dipping effect on the prices of 
goods and services, commending the 
government for the move.

“I have received the news with joy 
because the increase in fuel prices was 
affecting our businesses and our lives,” 
he said.

Abel Lena, a passenger buses 
operator, commended the government 
for acting on peoples’ concerns, saying 
that the drop in the price of petrol and 
diesel has reduced the pain of servicing 
the vehicles via high operating costs.

The Moshi - Arusha route operator 
said he expected fuel prices to drop 
more in the coming months, a big relief 
to many people. “Bus passengers have 
been crying about high costs of living,” 
he observed.

“This is the recovery we need, to 
bring balance between economic 
growth and targeting inflation or 
financial stability,” he said.

Motorists in some parts of the 
country breathed a sigh of relief 
starting yesterday after the Energy and 
Water Utilities Regulatory Authority 
(EWURA) cut fuel prices in response to 
a slowdown in global oil prices.

In a statement, Ewura said a litre 
of petrol will now be sold at 411/- less 
while diesel will be sold 197/- less than 
what it used to cost in August.

The new price for a litre of petrol in 
Dar es Salaam is 2,969/- while diesel is 
sold at 3,125/-.

FROM PAGE 1

Relief greets fuel price cuts

Zanzibar House of Representative Speaker Zubeir Ali Maulid (R) in talks with Cuban Ambassador to Tanzania, Yordenis Despaigne Vera, in Zanzibar yesterday. 
Photo:  Correspondent Rahma Suleiman 

the vehicle from suspect Yusuph 
Ramadhani.

On September 2 Ng’oma was 
arraigned at the Karonga resident 
magistrate’s court and during the trial, 
owner Gideon Mapunda testified, with 
the court reaching a guilty verdict, he 
said.

“After a number of procedures, 
the vehicle was handed to us for its 
restoration to the owner.”

The RPC also appealed to those 
owning unregistered arms to surrender 
the weapons at local government 
offices during the two-month amnesty, 
September and October.
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as police nab 
cross-border 
law breakers

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has called on the 
Marine Services Company Limited 
(MSCL) to make sure it profitably uses 
the three ships it received to boost 
passenger and cargo transport  for 
the people around Lake Nyasa and 
neighbouring countries.

The ships, built a cost of 10bn/- 
includes MV Mbeya II of 200 passenger 
carrying capacity and 200 tonnes of 
cargo, MV Ruvuma with 1,000-tonnes 
cargo capacity and MV Njombe also of 
1,000-tonnes cargo capacity.

Speaking early this week in Kyela, 
Mbeya Region at the ships’ handing 
over event, the representative of the 
Permanent Secretary (Transport) in the 
Ministry of Works, Communications 
and Transport, Stella Katyondo said 

the handing over of the vessels to the 
company means that Tanzania Ports 
authority (TPA) who are owners  will 
remain in the ports management.

“TPA’s task is to supervise ports 
operations and   and that is why 
after the completion of the ships’ 
rehabitation, it decided to hand them 
over to MSCL to boost its operations, 
and it is my trust that the ships will be 
used for the intended operations,” said 
Katyondo.

She called on both TPA and MSCL 
to make immediate efforts to look for 

and woo coal and cement traders to 
use the ships to transport their bulk 
cargoes.

For his part, Kyela Member of 
Parliament, Ally Mlaghila said the 
handing over of the three ships to 
MSCL will increase profits to operators 
(MSCL) as the company has experience 
in ships operations in Lake Nyasa

For his part, TPA director of ports 
operations, Plasduce Mbossa said 
already TPA has initiated talks with 
both local and external traders that 
use Lake Nyassa to make sure cargo is 

sourced.
Representative of MSCL director 

general, Capt. Samson Ngwita thanked 
the government for the decision, saying 
MSCL was ready to start operating 
the vessels and pledged for better 
passenger and cargo services.

The handing over event   held 
at Kiwira port was witnessed by 
Mbeya regional authorities, Kyela 
district authorities, Kyela MP and 
other officials from the office of the 
Attorney General (AG), Treasury and 
CCM cadres.

MSCl receives 3 ships to boost
passenger and cargo transport 

Jenista Mhagama (L), Minister of State in the President’s Office Public Service Management and Good Governance an 
audience with members of the Standing Committee of the Parliament on Administration and Local Government during 
their meeting held in Dodoma yesterday aimed at receiving information on the implementation of the operations of the 
Leadership Institute for the year 2021/2022. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Songa wa Songa, Kigali

AFRICA Food Prize committee 
chairman, the former Nigerian 
president Olusegun Obasanjo, yesterday 
challenged governments to invest heavily 
in science and innovation in agriculture 
if the continent is to attain food and 
nutrition security.

He threw the challenge when unveiling 
the 2022 Africa Food Prize at the Africa 
Green Revolution Forum (AGRF2022) 
here, saying that increasingly 
unpredictable weather patterns 
occasioned by climate change demand 
new methods.

African governments have to make 
the necessary decisions to put money 
into agricultural sector research and 
innovation, he said, expressing the feeling 
that “the problem with our governments 
is that when the money is hard to come 
by, matters like research and innovation 
take the back seat.”

“Governments have to borrow a leaf 
from the private sector which hire and 
pay people just to think,” he declared, 
citing Ghanaian plant geneticist Prof 
Eric Danquah as the 2022 winner for his 
outstanding expertise, leadership and 
grantsmanship.

His efforts led to establishing the West 
Africa Centre for Crop Improvement 
(WACCI) as an excellence centre for 
training plant breeders, selected from 
376 nominees from 34 countries. He is 
WACCI founding director and former 
director of the Biotechnology Centre at 
the University of Ghana, Accra.

The Africa Food Prize is the 
preeminent annual award that 
recognizes outstanding individuals or 
institutions leading efforts to change the 
reality of farming in Africa.

Prof Danquah founded WACCI in 2007 
at Accra, with the aim of training a new 
generation of plant breeders to develop 
improved varieties of staple crops in 

West and Central Africa, a biographical 
note affirmed.

Through his leadership, WACCI 
attracted more than $30m in research 
and development funding, overseeing 
120 doctoral and 49 master’s students 
in seed science and technology from 19 
African countries.

This led to more than 60 improved 
seed varieties, including superior 
maize hybrid varieties, boosting yields 
for farmers and contributing towards 
food and nutrition security, the profile 
indicated.

Today, the institution boasts of a new 
molecular biology and tissue culture 
laboratory, a bioinformatics platform 
and cutting-edge university farms, 
including a $300,000 screen house for 
controlled experiments.

The $100,000 prize celebrates 
Africans who are taking control of 
Africa’s agriculture agenda, putting a 
spotlight on bold initiatives and technical 
innovations that can be replicated across 
the continent to create a new era of food 
security and economic opportunity for 
all Africans, the selection committee 
chairman intoned.

The prize committee considers the 
contribution to reducing poverty and 
hunger, along with improving food and 
nutrition security in measurable terms

The selection looked at contributions 
to providing a vital source of income 
and potential for transformative change 
through scalability, replication and 
sustainability of a specific innovation, he 
added.

‘Invest in science to
attain food security’

After a number of 
procedures, the vehicle 
was handed to us for its 
restoration to the owner

Governments have 
to borrow a leaf from 
the private sector 
which hire and pay 
people just to think
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By Songa wa Songa, Kigali

WOMEN in East Africa are less involved in 
viable and scalable agricultural value chain 
businesses compared to their counterparts 
from West Africa, according to Women 
Agripreneur of the Year Award (WAYA) 2022 
announced here yesterday.

Three out of the four winners unveiled 
on the second day of the Alliance for Green 
Revolution Forum (AGRF) 2022 come 
from West Africa, with only host Rwanda 
producing a winner from the East African 
region.

A total of USD85, 000 in grant funding was 
awarded to the four winners announced 
during a live ceremony in the categories 
of Young Female Agripreneur, Female Ag 
Tech Innovator, Outstanding Value Adding 
Enterprise, and Overall Grand Prize.

Fatou Manneh from The Gambia who is 
Founder of Jelmah Herbella was named Young 
Female Agripreneur (Rising Star). The award 
recognizes high potential young females 
below 35 years demonstrating innovation and 
leadership in agribusiness.

The only East African face, Uwintwari 
Liliane from Rwanda, was crowned Female 
Ag Tech Innovator he award. The award 
given to the chief executive officer of Mahwi 
Tech recognizes female Agripreneurs 
championing technological advancement in 
agribusiness.

The Outstanding Value Adding Enterprise 
went to Célia Chabi, chief executive officer 
of KIEL BIEN-ÊTRE from Benin. The award 
recognizes female-owned agribusinesses that 
are increasing the economic value and or 
consumer appeal to agricultural product.

And the Overall Grand Award went to 
Oluyemisi Iranloye who is Managing Director 
of Psaltry International in Nigeria.

A part of Alliance for Green Revolution 
in Africa (AGRA)’s VALUE4Her programme, 
WAYA recognizes women Agripreneurs from 
across the continent who have excelled in 
different segments of the agricultural value 
chain and shown remarkable innovation in 
their businesses. Launched in 2018, the awards 
aim to promote female success stories and role 
models, trigger innovation and spur ambition 
among women agripreneurs.

This year, the competition welcomed 
applications from a total of 1,478 women from 
38 countries across Africa. A shortlist of 15 

By Francis Kajubi

THE Japanese government has 
donated $500,000 (1.17bn/-) to the 
United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) to enable it fund its operations.

 The fund will assist 204 000 refugees 
from Burundi and The Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) residing in 
camps in Kigoma Region.

Speaking at the handing over 
ceremony of the fund  held in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday at the residence 
of the ambassador of Japan to 
Tanzania, Yasushi Misawa, said that 
Japan is a strong supporter of WFP 
worldwide and grateful for the role the 
organisation plays in responding to the 
needs of vulnerable communities.

“I am pleased to make this 
contribution on behalf of the 
government and people of Japan 
to WFP in Tanzania, knowing it will 
help meet the urgent food needs of 
vulnerable displaced people at a time 
of rapidly rising prices and other 
significant challenges,” said Misawa.

According to him, Japan’s 

contribution to support WFP’s 
humanitarian response will help 
ensure vulnerable refugees in Tanzania 
are able to meet their nutritional needs 
as it has been during disinflation 
periods.

He said the government of Japan 
has been providing humanitarian food 
assistance to developing countries 
since 1968 and is a long-standing 
partner of WFP in Tanzania.

WFP country director and 
representative Sarah Gordon-Gibson, 
said the contribution will be used 
to purchase 260 tonnes of beans for 
WFP’s food basket, which consists of 
cereal, fortified wheat and soya blend 
with sugar well known as super cereal, 
pulses, vegetable oil and salt.

According to her, sizable funding 
shortages in recent years have obliged 
WFP to reduce rations to the refugees 
at Nyarugusu and Nduta camps, 
sometimes to as little as two-thirds of 
their minimum daily caloric needs, 
with ominous implications for health 
and well-being.

“WFP is grateful to Japan for this 

timely contribution which comes at 
a critical time given the challenging 
circumstances,” said Sarah.

She asserted that the contribution 
from Japan will go a long way in 
investing in the Tanzanian economy 
through the local procurement of 
beans which will ultimately and 
quickly reach vulnerable refugee 
households.

“WFP is the world’s largest 
humanitarian organization, saving 
lives in emergencies and using food 
assistance to build a pathway to peace, 
stability and prosperity for people 
recovering from conflict, disasters and 
the impact of climate change,” said 
Sarah.

According to Bank of Tanzania’s 
(BoT) Monthly Economic Review for 
July 2022, Russia-Ukraine war and 
residual effects of COVID-19 pandemic 
continue to affect inflation rates in 
many countries including Tanzania.

BoT states that the two scenarios 
are reflected in an upward trend of 
the annual headline inflation, which 
increased to 4.4 per cent in June 2022 

from 3.6 percent in the corresponding 
period in 2021 and 4 percent recorded 
in May.

“The monthly rise in inflation 
is attributed to a rise in prices of 
transport, building materials and 
some food items. However, the rate 
was within the country’s annual 
target of 3-5 per cent for 2021/22 and 
in line with east African Community 
(EAC) and the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
convergence criteria,” reads part of 
the review.

According to the review, annual 
food inflation (food and non-
alcoholic beverages) increased to 
5.9 per cent from 4.7 per cent and 
5.5 per cent in June 2021 and in May, 
respectively.

BoT notes that increase in food 
inflation is mainly due to a rise in 
prices of maize grain and   wheat flour, 
sweet potatoes, fresh cassava and rice. 
Non-food inflation also increased to 
3.9 per cent from 3.2 per cent in June 
2021 and 3.4 per cent recorded in May, 
respectively.

East Africa makes poor showing
in women agribusiness awards

Songe Ward residents in Kilindi District, Tanga Region listen to their councillor Mohamedi Matongwa. The event was aimed at introducing Tanga Regional 
Commissioner Omary Mgumba. Photo: Correspondent Hamida Kamchalla

Japan donates 1.17bn/- to WFP

finalists from seven countries 
was drawn up following 
several rounds of rigorous 
evaluation which appraised 
the candidates’ vision, 
innovations, business impact 
on the community and their 
growth potential.

Dr Agnes Kalibata, 
president of AGRA said, ‘I 
would like to congratulate 
our 2022 WAYA winners. 
Each is a remarkable role 
model to the thousands 
of women across Africa 
working to make their mark 
on African agriculture, and 
embodies the ambitions 
of VALUE4Her. Although 
women comprise around 
40 per cent of Africa’s rural 
workforce and contribute 
up to 70 per cent of food 
production, their efforts 
are still significantly under-
recognised when it comes 
to business opportunities 
and investment. The unique 
stories of our four winners 
will help us to inspire 
and enhance advocacy 
for female agripreneurs 
across Africa, to build an 
environment that supports 
women to catalyse the 
needed transformation of 
Africa’s food systems.”
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Tanzania Port Authority (TPA) director general Plasduce Mbossa (R), hands over memorandum of understanding of MV.  
Ruvuma, MV Mbeya II and MV Njombe to a representative of Marine Services Company Limited (MSCL) director general 
Captain Samson Ng’wita, assigned to facilitate transport activities of passengers and cargo for residents around Lake 
Nyasa and neighbouring countries at a function held in Kyela, Mbeya Region yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent James Kandoya

TANZANIA is facing a critical 
shortage of 101 oral and dental health 
practitioners thwarting the country’s 
goal of providing quality oral health 
care.

Dr Baraka Nsabo, the National Oral 
Health coordinator at the Ministry of 
Health said in Dar es Salaam that the 
country’s demand stands at 171.

He said out of 70 oral and dental 
practitioners available, 68 are in Dar 
es Salaam and the remaining are in 
Morogoro and Dodoma city.

Dr Nsabo disclosed that on the 
sideline of the Youth Leaders 
conference 2022 that aimed at 
redefining the concept of leadership 
and introduces skills for community 
oral health engagement.

He said the conference focus is 
Leadership in Oral Health for Eastern 
and Southern African young oral 
health professionals bringing together 

26 participants from Malawi, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, and Zambia.

He said out of 9,726 health centres 
countrywide, only 597 offer oral health 
services making the services offered to 
be 6.3 percent.

Also, the country has only 404 dentist 
therapists out of 2,500 demanded in 
order to offer quality oral health care 
services.

According to him, oral diseases 
are increasingly being recognized 
as a major public health problem 
which has direct consequences on 
the community’s social and economic 
standing.

 “We encourage more youths to 
pursue dentists’ courses to fill in 
the gaps of shortage of oral health 
practitioners in the country,” he said.

“The aim of the conference is to 
improve oral health by expanding 
participants’ leadership knowledge 
while engaging them in meaningful 
discussions that advance oral health in 

their region,” he added.
Additionally, it will provide a 

platform for participants to identify 
and forge solutions for the prevailing 
challenges in oral health through a 
region-specific lens.

According to Miracle Corners, MC-
Tanzania’s Country Manager, Venance 
Ngungo, the community leaders are the 
engine of change in their communities.

“Addressing challenges is the 
acknowledgement of oral and dental 
health professionals as community 
leaders whose efforts are a necessary 
catalyst for change,” he said.

Tanzania Dental Association 
president Dr Deogratisa Kilasara said 
equipment, shortage of clinics and 
lack of manpower, policy challenge 
and lack of medical supply are major 
challenges facing Tanzania in offering 
oral health services.

He said in Tanzania 76 percent of 
Tanzania face oral disease challenges 
associated with eating sweet products.

Dr Kilasara said the Young Leaders 
Conference leverages leadership to 
solve region-specific issues through 
networking and guided discourse 
about community issues.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma 

DODOMA regional authority has 
issued a two weeks ultimatum to 
vendors and petty traders to relocate 
to the newly built Machinga-Open 
Market in the city.

The statement was made here 
yesterday by the City Executive 
Director, Joseph Mafuru, noting that the 
eagerly awaited market is 100 percent 
complete, calling on traders who have 
been operating within unauthorized 
areas to follow directives.

The Machinga Complex is 
constructed at the cost of 9.3bn/-
along Bahi road in Dodoma city. Its 
construction follows directives issued 
by President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
on 13th September, 2022, calling on 
local government authorities to set 
aside places to build such markets to 
accommodate vendors.

“Following the completion of the 
market, we therefore call on traders to 
freely and peacefully relocate from the 
streets by 24th September, 2022,” said 

the director.
He said the complex will enable 

the council to collect annual 
revenue amounting to 1.2bn/- as it 
accommodates 5,000 traders and 
operates 24 hours a day.

Recently officials from five regions, 
whose councils have city status, have 
visited the ongoing construction of the 
Machingas-Open Market in Dodoma, to 
learn how to improve the planning and 
allocation of the petty traders in their 
respective areas.

Regions that sent officials to learn 
from the project are Dar es Salaam, 
Tanga, Mwanza, Mbeya, and Arusha. 
The tour also included officials from 
Morogoro and Iringa municipalities.

The regional delegates consist of 
regional commissioners (RC), region 
administrative secretaries (RAS), and 
city directors.

They toured the construction site 
in response to the call made by the 
Minister for State President’s Office 
Regional Administration and Local 
Government, Innocent Bashungwa.

Bashungwa said the leadership in 
Dodoma region has shown the best 
example in arranging petty traders and 
executing fruitful projects.

He challenged other regions 
to borrow leaf and use the same 
approach that has been used in 
Dodoma by coming up with long 
lasting solutions to the challenges 
facing petty traders.

“The purpose of this visit is to learn 
and implement similar projects in their 
areas,” revealed Bashungwa.

Speaking on behalf of others, Mbeya 
Regional Commissioner Juma Homera 
promised to make adjustments to 
improve the projects they have already 
started in their areas.

“We congratulate the Dodoma City 
Council for this impressive project. 
On behalf of my fellow regional 
commissioners, we are very grateful 
for this study visit and we promise 
to go and improve our projects to get 
something better for petty traders so 
that they can conduct their businesses 
smoothly in our areas,” he said.

Petty traders in Dodoma given 2 weeks
to relocate to Machinga-Open Market

Tanzania faces shortage of
dental health practitioners 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Kilosa

THE government has set aside 
40bn/- for value addition to 
modern, quality seeds in its various 
institutions in order to solve the 
challenge regarding quality seeds 
shortfalls in the country aimed at 
spurring agricultural production 
from 4.5 per cent now to 10 per cent 
by 2030.

The remarks were made by the 
Minister for Agriculture, Hussein 
Bashe when speaking at the Farmers 

Exhibition day at the Ilonga Centre 
of Tanzania Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI-Ilonga), in Kilosa 
District, Morogoro Region.

TARI-Ilonga held the agricultural 
exhibition through the Accelerated 
Varietal Improvement and Seed 
Delivery of Legumes and Cereals in 
Africa (AVISA) project that also brought 
together agricultural officers from all 
Kilosa District wards.    

In his speech, read by the Morogoro 
Regional Administrative Secretary, 
Richard Semango, Bashe said the aim 

of increasing seeds production stems 
from farmers’ need to use modern 
technology seeds to increase crops’ 
benefits.

He said the production of modern 
seeds will be done by TARI researchers 
at its various centres countrywide.

Earlier, Acting TARI-Ilonga Director, 
Emmanuel Chilagane said the aim of 
the exhibition is to mobilise farmers 
to use quality, researched seeds to 
improve their leguminous crops 
production and add the value chain for 
both internal and external markets.

He said TARI-Ilonga has been 
inventing organic seeds and delivered 
to various seed production firms for 
mass production of the same.

TARI’s Technology and Business 
Integration Manager, Margaret 
Mchomvu said the government stress 
on farmers is the use of quality seeds 
that had been researched on.

Concurrently, AVISA National Project 
Coordinator, Emmanuel Mwenda said 
the project is being implemented in 
seven countries, and in Tanzania, it is 
in eight TARI centres involving beans, 
sorghum, peas, and gram.

Waziri Hamadi, a farmer from 
Rudewa in Kilosa District said they 
were ready to grow leguminous 
crops but wanted assurance of the 
availability of reliable markets and 
friendly prices.

The World Vegetable Centre’s Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa Dr Gabriel Rugalema (L) explains on how the institution works to collect, process 
and take care of the seeds of vegetable crops, fruits, herbs and spices during the visit of journalists at the centre to learn about the various operations located in 
Arusha Region. Looking on is the vegetable firm’s head of finance and administration, David Sarakikya. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

VICE President Dr Philip Mpango has 
said the aim of Phase VI Government is 
to develop the farming sector, increase 
production and wooing more youth 
and women to the sector.

Dr Mpango made the remarks 
yesterday when he met with and held 
discussions with the Chairman of the 
Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA), who is also former Ethiopia 
Prime Minister, Hailemariam Desalegn, 
at the sidelines of Kigali International 
Conference Hall, Kgali, Rwanda.  

Dr Mpango said the government 
has increased its budget allocation 
for agriculture from 294bn/- in FF 

2021/22 to 751bn/- in GY 2022/23 while 
the production of quality seeds and 
establishment of irrigation schemes 
continue.

He said the government has also 
established a special programme 
called “Building Better Tomorrow” 
that targets the youth to participate 
in farming whereby among others it 
aims to establish commercial farming 
projects beginning 12,000 villages 
countrywide, hence, he added, 
it was important for agricultural 
development institutions, including 
AGRA to support the agenda. 

The Vice President said Tanzania is 
endowed with good arable land and 
a suitable geographical area which 

can contribute to food security in the 
African Continent; hence he welcomed 
investors in farming to the country.

For his part, Desalegn said AGRA 
supports Tanzania’s efforts in 
developing the farming sector and 
was ready to work together with other 
institutions in regard to sponsorship of 
various farming projects programme 
including “Building Better Tomorrow”.

He added that the farming sector in 
Africa is supposed to go in tandem with 
advances in technology be investing 
in friendly technology to conduct 
modern farming practices, engaging in 
increased production and later to woo 
in more youth. 

Meanwhile, Dr Mpango has met 

with and held discussions with the 
President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame at 
the same venue.

The discussions took place before 
the start of the Summit for Heads of 
state and Government for the AGRA 
Conference that began yesterday (Sep 
70.

Also at the same venue the VP also 
held discussions with the President-
elect of International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
Alvaro Lario.

The talks aimed at the boosting 
of cooperation between Tanzania 
and the Fund in developing various 
projects being implemented in the 
farming sector in Tanzania.

Govt to attract more youth, women in agriculture sector

Mabwepande residents in the  outskirts of Dar es Salaam going home after collecting firewood for domestic use as captured yesterday by our   roving 
photographer. Photo: Miraji Msala

By Guardian Reporter, Tanga

THE Tanzania Electrical, Mechanical 
and Electronics Services Agency 
(TEMESA) has vowed to continue with 
the refurbishment of its various ferries 
countrywide whose time for repairs 
has come up to ensure their safety in 
ferrying passengers.

Among the ferries up for repairs 
include the MV Tanga that plies 
between Bweni and Pangani in Tanga 
Region.   

Briefing reporters when inspecting 
the ongoing refurbishment of MV 
Tanga early this week, TEMESA 
Ferries Manager for Eastern Zone, 
Eng Lukombe King’ombe said the 
repair work involves removal of worn 
out iron sheets in the passengers and 
vehicles section, passengers’ seats 
and installation of new gear for rescue 
services including life buoys.

He said other repairs include removal 
of front and rear ramps, installation of 
new navigation systems and painting 
the ferry over.

“The contractor has already received 
initial payment and has brought in all 
the required materials, we have come 
here to push the contractor to finish 
the work within the time as agreed 
in the contract to enable the ferry to 
restart its services,” he said. 

 Meanwhile, the Head of Pangani 
Ferries Services, Eng Abdulrahman 
Ameir thanked the government for 
its efforts to improve ferry services in 
the country and pledged to supervise 
repair work on the MV Tanga so that 
it resumes its services to the people as 
soon as possible.

According to the contractor -- Dar 
es Salaam Merchant Group, MV Tanga 
is expected to resume its services by 
October this year.

Govt pledges to revamp its
ferries for passenger safety

 By Correspondent Felix Andrew 

AN international organisation 
World Peace Initiative (WPI) which 
has operations in Tanzania has said it 
has provided a free programme called 
peace revolution to thousands of its 
members worldwide.

Speaking yesterday, the WPI Chief 
Executive Officer, Ping Ping Worakate, 
said that the organisation has offered 
a free online self – development 
programme called Peace Revolution 
for more than 10 years with over 
100,000 members.

She said:  “meditation and 
mindfulness become an increasing 
demand in the time of disruption 
and uncertainty we are now facing. 
It is a gateway to happiness and 
wellbeing. It’s a free tool to unlock 
hidden potential; it’s a key for wisdom 
and understanding to tackle life 
challenges.”

In Tanzania, the organisation has 
sponsored local peace activities 

conducted by Dar es Salaam Peace 
Club to promote peace and WPI 
activities. 

Dar es Salaam Peace Club 
programme coordinator Juma David 
said that, “The vision of World Peace 
Initiative and Dar es Salaam Peace 
Club is to promote peace through 
meditation and we always train youth 
on meditation and mindfulness as well 
as habit development to control their 
actions, we believe this is the basis 
for peace out.” Dar es Salaam Peace 
Club has already conducted several 
activities for peace promotion to more 
than 10,000 youth in Tanzania.

World Peace Initiative is an 
international organisation based in 
Thailand offers online and on-site 
programmes regarding meditation, 
mindfulness, and habit development 
including stress management, 
emotional intelligence, work life 
balance, and more, to support personal 
and professional growth of individuals 
and corporations worldwide.

WPI eyeing to promote peace and
mindfulness to Tanzanian youths

Govt sets aside 40 billion/- for 
researched seeds production

By Guardian Correspondent, Shinyanga

CONTRACTORS awarded tenders for 
road construction in Shinyanga Region 
have been called to complete the work 
within the agreed time and to the 
required standard.

The remarks were given here on 
Tuesday by Shinyanga Regional 
Commissioner, Sophia Mjema as 
she officiated the signing of the 
15 infrastructure contracts with 
TANROADS, all to cost 2.6bn/-.

She said the government will not 
entertain poor workmanship and 
called on the contractors to complete 
the work within the agreed time.

“We would like these roads to last 20 
years before repairs, and we would not 

like to see them get damaged after only 
one year,” she stressed.

Meanwhile, Shinyanga Region 
TARURA Manager, Eng Oscar Mlekwa 
said they have put their signatures 
to the 15 indigenous contractors and 
added that the contracts stipulate the 
six-month frame for the completion of 
the gravel roads.

He also said the FY 2022/23 
Budget has allocated 15bn/- for road 
infrastructures in the region.

Representatives of some contractors, 
including Flora Gabba praised the 
government for giving priority to 
indigenous firms and pledged to 
implement the projects to the required 
standards and within the agreed time 
frame.

RC tells road contractors
to deliver quality work

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE energy of Tanzania’s youth is yet 
to be exploited to make the national 
economy grow faster than is the case 
now, according to an expert. 

He says their centre sees the energy 
of young people as one  of the resources 
at the disposal of Tanzania that can and 
should harnessed to make the country’s 
economy grow faster than is the case 
now. The centre has its continental 
office in Arusha.

Tanzania has been hosting the 
centre since 1992.  The was originally 
established to serve the Southern 
African Development Community 
focusing on vegetable research and 
development, but the Arusha office 
now operates as continental hub of the 
vegetable research and development 
programme.  The centre gives expert 
opinions and expertise to interested 
African and non-African countries.

Dr Rugalema says changing young 
people’s mindset is important for 
Tanzania to make bigger strides in 
developing the agriculture sector and 
creating jobs for young people.

Young people, he said, still think 
farming is an occupation of old people 

or some special group of the population 
while this is completely erroneous.  
“Concerted efforts must be made to 
make the youth value agriculture and 
appreciate that farming has varied job 
opportunities.  This must one of national 
priorities in pursuit of development 
goals,” he said.

There centre, he said, realized that 
young people with or without tertiary 
education paid little attention to 
farming. “We have already seen this 
problem.  This is the reason why we 
started an innovation centre right here 
in Arusha. We invite graduates who have 
studied agriculture and those who have 
not and train them at our innovation 
centre. They finally see that many job 
opportunities are in the agriculture 
sector,” he explains. 

Dr Rugalema argues that changing 
young people’s mind-set in favour  
of farming is a beneficial move that 
will make Tanzania achieve its main 
development goals.

Another priority, he argues, in 
investment in seed development.  Their 
centre does not see quick and successful 
reforms in agriculture and greater pace 
in economic growth without investment 
in seed research and development.

Expert urges gov’t to spend
more in agriculture sector
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

T
HAT the recent Population 
and Housing Census was a 
total success isn’t something 
that any stakeholders can 

put to question, and in some instances 
representatives of kindred government 
agencies in powerful counties have 
expressed profuse appreciation for the 
exercise. 

The reason for its success is 
unfettered loyalty to the public 
authorities and ability to pass the 
message, and absence of disruptive 
messages that wish to ‘deconstruct’ 
whatever the government is doing. 
Such action, when it is successful, abets 
the narrative of system failure.

Such weaknesses in civic and 
political attitudes aren’t just an/African 
failing but problems encountered 
virtually everywhere, in that sections 
of the population get intellectuals or 
leaders who privilege a narrow view of 
things and treat the rest a bit lightly. 

Only when peace is disrupted and 
people start suffering is its importance 
appreciated, but by that time political 
language is scattered, no central focus 
is possible again. Once conflict enters 
solving it can take a generation or even 
longer.

Closer to the census business itself, 
the census agency and a number of 
people were making remarks to the 
effect that the public will soon learn 
the ‘exact’ number of people we have 
in the country. 

Administrators in various sectors 
would thus adopt the figures for 
use in planning for social services 
knowing precisely what portion of the 
population are being served in a region 
or district. 

The trouble is that this view of the 
census is at best fleeing and quite 
simply faulty, as it isn’t frankly the 
precise number of people that the 
census sought but trends in localities 
and administrative regions. Compared 
with the past, planners plot the 

changes. 
It is these changes and how they look 

across say six months or one year that 
make the local governments, regional 
secretariat and central ministries and 
agencies keep tab on what is expected 
at the population level and thus in 
terms of social services..

When for instance they compare 
urban and rural figures for 2012 and 
2022 they will know precisely how 
many youths flee to towns, and from 
the personal data in the interviews 
while being enumerated, know what 
portion of 25 year old youths have 
always been in villages, what portion 
migrated and came back, or stayed.

This kind of data provides the basic 
intelligence with which planners can 
realistically project social sector needs 
or capacities, to have a set of usable 
expectations that aren’t far from the 
truth. 

The problem with preliminary 
interpretations of the census that we 
now know exactly how many of us 
are there is twofold, as first it wishes 
to create a responsibility covenant 
with the public authorities. It is to say 
for instance that you now know the 
precise number people in Temeke 
District or Kigamboni constituency, 
make sure all services are present.

In reality that isn’t what the 
census seeks to achieve, targeting 
not sufficiency but equity, for that 
matter in creating administrative 
areas, representational spheres or 
constituencies, and then in allocating 
budgets for administrative or social 
needs. 

One can’t allocate monies just from 
mentally projecting how many people 
there are, and the further one is from 
the last census, the dimmer the figures 
will be. The census thus enables, like 
draft or chess, to put the chips back 
to square one and start afresh, with 
a far more accurate knowledge of 
surroundings and their needs.

Census success resulted from 
peace - the basis of all plans

Levies are a healthy debate but 
create no emergencies out of it

T
HERE is a new horizon in the 
ongoing controversy about 
levying bank and mobile 
phone financial transfers 

or transactions, with the opposition 
NCCR–Mageuzi airing the need for a 
review of the Finance Act, 2022 under 
a certificate of urgency to facilitate 
evaluation of those levies. 

This appeal has come from the 
party’s board of trustees, enabling it 
to contribute to that debate from an 
organized platform, though many wish 
its preliminary issues are cleared first. 
It has the positive element of carrying 
forward the debate, but takes it to 
some precipice.

One surprising point that the trustees’ 
chieftain made was that the matter 
should ne taken to the legislature so 
that its reviewed proposals are tabled 
with a certificate of urgency. 

Given the fact that the Ministry 
of Finance placed a cap of 4,000/-
of deduction as levy even for sums 
upwards of 100,000/- or above, what 
is being discussed isn’t the deducted 
sums but the principle. The opposition 
party denies that it is opposed to the 
levy, citing complaints it wants them 
solved with urgency.

One illustration of the false premises 
of this sense of urgency is the idea 
that double taxation occurs as people 
already pay as you earn (PAYE) 
on wages or salaries and are then 
subjected to PAYE in receiving money 
over the phone, or using bank mobile 
agents to conduct transactions on their 
accounts. 

Making the levy on cash transfer 
the same as PAYE is a work of 
approximation, not really substance as 

it is just another tax that touches nearly 
everyone, a bit substantially. Yet this is 
what good taxes are all about, touching 
everyone in just a mild way.

If the sort of solutions that it is likely 
the opposition party is hankering 
after would be adopted, just a certain 
margin of mobile phone cash transfers 
would be subjected to taxation. Some 
Western activists used to have a slogan 
in the 1970s faying ‘make the rich pay,’ 
where those who consider themselves 
poor think they should be shielded 
from taxes, save minor taxes directly 
from wages. 

The highest expression of this 
sentiment is a widely used campaign 
slogan in environmentalist circles, of 
how ‘one percent’ of world population 
which controls global economy is 
responsible for climate change, via 
earth warming industrial activities. 

They should be made to pay rather 
than the 99 percent which means 
most people in Western countries and 
most of us in middle income and poor 
countries. That just one per cent, even 
ten percent of the population should 
pay any levies is poor fiscal policy.

The debate is a matter of political 
culture as in 2016 and 2017, on the 
premise of protecting local sugar 
producers, people were paying up 
to 4,000/- a kilo for sugar in Dar es 
Salaam and upwards of 5,500/-per kilo 
in far off inland regions. 

Yet the level of complaint was much 
less than we hear at present, as in 
purchasing sugar we compete and feel 
proud. But in being deducted at a far 
less intense or repeated fashion as in 
buying sugar, we easily feel victimized 
and speak with a single voice.

By Jeffrey Moyo

I
N 2001, when Reki Jimu was 30 
years old, his wife died aged 27.

The now 51-year-old Jimu 
said the couple’s two sons died 

prematurely. Both were underweight 
and frail, although the couple had 
been previously blessed with a baby 
girl, Faith Jimu, who is now a 29-year-
old mother of three.

Jimu was born in Zimbabwe’s 
Mashonaland Central Province in 
Mazowe Citrus Estate, with his rural 
home located in the province’s 
Mukumbura area in Chigawo village.

Two years after his wife, Tendai 
Goba, died following a very long illness, 
which he said eroded her weight, Jimu 
was tested for HIV and found to be 
positive.

“My wife Tendai died in 2001, 
succumbing to AIDS, although then 
we had no proof she suffered from it. 
She had Kaposi’s sarcoma – a cancer 
associated with AIDS,” Jimu told IPS.

His diagnosis did not dampen his 
zeal to live – although he encountered 
a lot of discouragement from relatives, 
friends, and colleagues.

“When I started losing weight, 
people said I was being bewitched 
by my brother whom they claimed 
had goblins that were sucking out my 
blood,” Jimu said.

He said the back-biting started when 
his wife and two sons were still alive.

“Some naysayers were even blunt in 
their statements during the early days 
when my wife was sick, at the time our 
sons were alive. People said my sons 
were very thin because they had AIDS. 
We would hear this and never say 
anything in return. But of course, our 
sons died prematurely because they 
were all underweight (but) before we 
knew they had HIV,” said Jimu.

But thank God, said Jimu, the 
couple’s daughter, who was born 
before the couple contracted HIV/AIDS 
and has lived on without the disease 
and is now a parent.

Yet Jimu, even as his first wife kicked 
the bucket, has never given up on life.

Now residing in Chitungwiza, a 
town 25 kilometres southeast of 
Harare, the Zimbabwean capital, in 
2003, soon after testing positive for 
HIV, Jimu immediately started taking 
antiretroviral treatment, and that has 
kept him going for almost two decades.

In fact, for close to two decades, 
51-year-old Jimu has lived with HIV/
AIDS, sticking to his antiretroviral 
treatment without fail.

Thanks to his belief in ARV treatment, 
now Jimu looks like any other healthy 
person.

“Look, I’m looking good. Nobody can 
tell I’m HIV positive. Nobody can even 
tell I’m taking ARV drugs unless I tell 
them myself,” bragged Jimu.

He has soldiered on with life despite 
being HIV positive.

In 2007, Jimu became the founder, 
leader and pastor of the Christian 
Fellowship Network Trust, a support 
group that he said has become pivotal 
in supporting people living with HIV 
and AIDS in Chitungwiza.

He has not stopped embracing life, 
and through the help of HIV/AIDS 
support groups, Jimu said he married 
again a year after he had tested positive.

Francisca Thomson, his second wife 
of the same age as him, is also living 
with HIV.

“Francisca is my queen, very 
beautiful girl, I can tell you, and we are 
so happy together,” boasted Jimu.

Jimu said he, like any other average 
person, has become a beacon of hope 
to many living with HIV.

He said he became open about his 
HVI/AIDS status at a time when the 
public loathed people like him and 
when HIV/AIDS stigma was rife.

“I am one of those people who used 
to appear on national television on an 
HIV/AIDS advert clip in which I was 
saying I didn’t cross the red traffic 
light… I am a pastor…  I am HIV positive, 
adverts of which were sponsored by 
Population Services International,” 
said Jimu

Now a known fighter against HIV/
AIDS in Zimbabwe, Jimu cannot hold 
back his gratitude for the Chitungwiza 
General Hospital here, which he said 
made him what he is today- an epic 

HIV/AIDS peer educator.
Zimbabwe has about 1,4 million 

people living with HIV/AIDS.
Living with HIV has not forced Jimu 

into a cocoon.
Instead, he said the condition has 

merely turned him into an ardent 
defender of many others.

“I’m now very active in offering 
routine counselling services and 
spiritual guidance to many who newly 
test positive for HIV and seeing me with 
the positive mindset I have. Many are 
adjusting quickly to their HIV-positive 
status and moving on with their lives,” 
said Jimu.

Yet, for Jimu, it has not been easy 
getting where he is now.

He said over the years, he has come 
face to face with stigma, saying many 
people around him were disgusted at 
merely seeing him sick.

Jimu said landlords quickly evicted 
him when they heard of his status.

“As a tenant at the many houses 
I have lived in, I would be quickly 
given notices to leave because people 
were afraid to live with me thinking I 
would just one day wake up dead in 
their homes or infect them with HIV. 
I would hear people gossiping about 
my sickness, some saying I was now a 
moving skeleton, some urging me to 
visit prophets for healing, some saying 
I must go back to the village and die 
there,” said Jimu.

Over the years, however, things have 
gotten better, with Jimu saying his 
relatives have begun to embrace him.

Yet, in the past, he had to contend 
with all the sneering and discrimination 
from both kith and kin.

“Being loathed and discriminated 
against were the things I have 
encountered in church, work and 
many other places. At many gatherings 
we would attend with my late wife, 
we would be made to take back seats 
as people were ashamed of having us 
occupying the front seats, obviously 
ashamed of how we looked because 
of the signs of sickness on us,” recalled 
Jimu.

But that is now a thing of the past.
As more and more people living 

with HIV are beginning to find it easier 
to live with the disease, Jimu has a 
message for them.

“I urge people who are HIV positive 
to take their medication during 
prescribed times without defaulting 
even when they feel they are now 
healthy and fit,” he said.

And he also carries an almost similar 
message for those on the brink of 
marriage.

“I urge couples to get tested for HIV 
before engaging in sex. If one is found 
positive, they can be assisted by health 
experts to live healthy lives without 
infecting each other with the disease,” 
said Jimu.

Zimbabwe’s unsung living HIV/AIDS 
hero spreads message of hope

Reki Jimu (51) has lived with HIV for nearly two decades. Here he shows a container of antiretroviral drugs to HIV/AIDS 
support group members at Chitungwiza government hospital outside Harare, the Zimbabwean capital. 
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W
ith the announce-
ment of  Deputy 
President Wil-
liam Ruto as  Ken-

ya’s  president-elect, it’s five times 
unlucky for Azimio movement lead-
er  Raila Odinga.

 Odinga, 77, is a grizzled veteran of 
the campaigns for democracy and 
human rights, with three stints as a 
political prisoner of the Moi regime 
under his belt.

He takes credit for the strug-
gle that heralded the new era of a 
multi-party system and adoption of 
the new constitution, but with four 
unsuccessful presidential bids, this 
might have been his final attempt 
on a pursuit that started with his 
father, the late Jaramogi Oginga Od-
inga, Kenya’s first Vice President at 
independence and thereafter of the 
multi-party struggle in Kenya.

Odinga, a veteran opposition lead-
er and quintessential outsider and 
icon of protest politics, finds himself 
in the unusual position of establish-
ment candidate.

He has secured the support of 
outgoing President Uhuru Kenyatta 
who has dumped his own deputy of 
two terms, and hence finds himself 
defending the record of the Jubilee 
government and pledging continuity 
if elected.

 Odinga’s campaign has also been 
busy raising the alarm on possible 
election shenanigans, but pointing 
the finger at the Independent Elec-
toral and Boundaries Commission 
rather than the government.

Early life
  Odinga  did his early schooling 

at Kisumu Union Primary, then later 
Maranda High School for second-
ary education. Dropped out in 1962 
and travelled to then East Germany 
where he was admitted at the Herd-
er Institution. In 1965, Odinga was 
awarded a scholarship at the Techni-
cal School, Magdeburg, which is part 
of the philological faculty at the Uni-
versity of Leipzig in East Germany. 
He graduated with a Master of Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engineering in 
1970.

He had his first stint in public ser-
vice in 1974 when he was appointed 

Group Standards Manager at the 
Kenya Bureau of Standards (KeBS) 
and promoted to the position of 
Deputy Director in 1978 until 1982 
when he was detained because of 
his political activity. He was placed 
under house arrest for 7 months by 
the regime of former President Dan-
iel Moi.

He was later charged with trea-
son, but was instead detained with-
out trial for six years. During his 
time in detention, his mother died 
in 1984.

  Moi ordered his release on Feb-
ruary 6, 1988, but he was re-arrested 
in September the same year and 
was once again detained. He was re-
leased on June 12, 1989, only to be in-
carcerated again on July 5, 1990, this 
time with Mr Kenneth Matiba and   
Charles Rubia during the agitation 
for multi-party democracy. He was 
released on June 21, 1991, but fled 
the country for Norway the follow-
ing November amid fears of another 
arrest.

Protest politics 
Protest politics have kept Mr Od-

inga relevant and impossible to ig-
nore as champion of the angry and 
resentful poor and dispossessed 
through decades of struggle since 
launch of the multiparty campaign 
more than three decades ago, 
through four unsuccessful presi-
dential campaigns and stints in gov-
ernment as Cabinet minister and 
one term as Prime Minister.

From his normal perch, it is Mr 
Odinga who should be complaining 
about the ‘Deep State’ and machina-
tions to rig him out.

 It is   Odinga who should be 
the one whipping up resentment 
against the mighty and powerful; 
the ‘change’ candidate running on 
the platform of economic revolu-
tion intended to take the monopoly 
of wealth from the elite and redis-
tribute resources to advantage of 
the poor.

Thirty years ago, Mr Odinga, then 
47, was stalwart of the Young Turks; 
the activists, lawyers and intellectu-
als driving the multi-party campaign 
that had President Moi on the ropes.

At the first multiparty elections 

in 1992,  Odinga won the Lang’ata 
parliamentary seat in Nairobi 
on the Ford Kenya ticket, while 
Dr Ruto was busy navigating the 
murky world of infighting within 
YK ’92 and trying to catch Presi-
dent Moi’s eye.

Moi, courtesy of a split opposi-
tion featuring three major chal-
lengers—Kenneth Matiba of Ford 
Asili, Mwai Kibaki of DP and Raila 
Odinga of Ford Kenya—retained 
the presidency on a minority 
vote.

First presidential run
Raila Odinga addresses sup-

porters at Moi International 
Sports Centre Kasarani on August 
6, 2022 during their last campaign 
rally before elections.

Sila Kiplagat I Nation Media 
Group

Come the 1997 election, and Dr 
Ruto handily won the Eldoret North 
seat. Mr Odinga also retained the 
Lang’ata seat, but on the NDP ticket 
after having ditched Ford Kenya 
midstream on losing a power strug-
gle to Kijana Wamalwa following the 
death of Jaramogi in 1994.

  Odinga had also stood for presi-
dent, but again in a crowded opposi-
tion field that included Kibaki (DP), 
Wamalwa (Ford-K) and Charity Ngi-
lu (SPD).

As the others protested Moi’s vic-
tory, Mr Odinga changed tack and 
started a policy of cooperation with 
the long-serving incumbent seeing 
out his final term under multiparty 
constitution.

The cooperation resulted in the 
eventual swallowing of NDP by 
Kanu, with  Odinga emerging as 
secretary-general of the ‘Independ-
ence’ party that had ruled Kenya 
since 1963.

The merger was also part of Moi’s 
succession plan as he served out 
his final term under the multiparty 

Raila Odinga: Fifth time unlucky
constitution, bringing in a 
crop of youthful leaders to 
replace his old guard.

Fallout with Moi, Kibaki
In 2002, Mr Odinga fell 

out with   Moi after he en-
dorsed Mr Uhuru Kenyatta 
as his successor. Mr Odinga 
and other Kanu members, 
including Kalonzo Musyoka, 
the late George Saitoti and 
the late Joseph Kamotho, 
opposed this step arguing 
that the then 38-year-old 
Mr Kenyatta was politically 
inexperienced and lacked 
the leadership qualities re-
quired to govern.

They joined the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
which later teamed up with   
Mwai Kibaki’s National Alli-
ance Party of Kenya (Nak), 
a coalition of several other 
parties, to form the National 
Rainbow Coalition (Narc) 
that eventually defeated   
Kenyatta in the 2002 poll.

He later fell out with   
Kibaki and contested the 
presidential election in 
2007 that was marred by 
Kenya’s deadliest post-poll 
violence. At the poll, it was 
straight fight between Kiba-
ki and   Odinga, the former 
retaining his seat on a dis-
puted election that led to 
widespread violence.

He was named Prime 
Minister in the subsequent 
grand coalition that was 
formed after the peace talks 
mediated by late former 
United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Anan.   Keny-
atta and   Mudavadi came in 
deputy premiers for respec-
tive sides of the grand coali-
tion, while Dr Ruto came in 
as Agriculture minister on 
the ODM slate.

But within a short time, 
relations between   Odinga 
and Dr Ruto plummeted. 
From the word go, Dr Ruto 
had resented that   Mudavadi 
had been named Deputy PM 

ahead of him, while he felt 
he had contributed more to 
the Odinga campaign.

First,   Odinga provoked 
Dr Ruto by backing ejection 
of settlers in the Mau forest. 
Then he accused him of cor-
ruption in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and announced 
his suspension, which was 
countermanded by Presi-
dent Kibaki.

The straw that broke the 
camel’s back, however, was 
intervention of Internation-
al Criminal Court into the 
2007 post-election violence.

When ICC Prosecutor Luis 
Ocampo released his list of 
suspects,   Odinga initially 
defended Dr Ruto, saying he 
was a victim rather than a 
perpetrator.

 However, he finally came 
to support the ICC cases 
against Dr Ruto and  Keny-
atta, who were netted as the 
leading ‘commanders’ on ei-
ther side of the 2007 divide.

The ICC trials were a semi-
nal moment in Kenyan his-
tory.   Odinga might have 
calculated that his path to 
the presidency would be 
easier with two key foes out 
of the way, but everything 
rebounded when   Kenyatta 
and Dr Ruto reunited to not 
only fight the charges joint-
ly, but exploit the cases to 
craft a powerful new politi-
cal movement ahead of the 
2013 elections.

2013, 2017 elections
Their Jubilee coalition 

won the 2013 polls, and Mr 
Odinga was out of luck for 
the third time.

Jubilee won again in 2017 
and it was fourth time un-
lucky.

But then came the famous 
handshake the following 
year, that eventually led to 
President Kenyatta switch-
ing support to  Odinga and 
ditching Dr Ruto.

The rest, as they say, is his-
tory.

William Ruto named President elect
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Bukele’s failed bitcoin experiment in El Salvador
 SAN SALVADOR

A 
year after Salvadoran 
President Nayib Bukele 
decided to make El Sal-
vador the first country 

where bitcoin is legal tender, the 
experiment has so far failed, as few 
of the original plan’s objectives have 
been achieved.

This result was foreseeable since 
Sept. 7, 2021, when Bukele’s govern-
ment decided, out of the blue and 
without any precedent, to make bit-
coin legal tender through a law ap-
proved by the legislature, controlled 
by members of the ruling party, Nue-
vas Ideas.

The aims of that decision were 
never explained in detail in an of-
ficial plan, but were basically set 
out by Bukele, in power since 2019, 
through his tweets, as well as by of-
ficials who merely repeated what the 
president, given to governing with an 
authoritarian style, in which he is the 
only authorized voice for almost eve-
rything, has said.

“Unfortunately there is no formal 
document or official information 
from the government in which the 
specific objectives of the measure 
have been laid out,” economist Tati-
ana Marroquín told IPS.

But judging by the president’s an-
nouncements, and by communica-
tions between the government and 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), which requested in January 
2022 that the measure be annulled, 
several aims can be highlighted, such 
as boosting financial inclusion and 
tourism and improving the country’s 
“brand”, said Marroquín.

Disenchantment with the Chivo 
Wallet

The government claimed that bit-
coin as legal tender would reduce 
the gap of unbanked people, which 
is around 70 percent of the popula-
tion.

That segment would begin to carry 
out digital financial transactions with 
several clicks from their cell phones, 
according to the government.

However, because much of the 
information on bitcoin transactions 
has been classified by the authori-
ties, it is unknown, for example, 
what percentage of the population is 
still actively using the Chivo Wallet, 
the digital wallet created by the gov-
ernment, and in what amounts.

Chivo is basically slang for 
“cool” in El Salvador.

It is known that at the beginning 
of the cryptocurrency’s implemen-
tation, around four million people 
downloaded the application, but 
basically they did so in order to col-
lect a 30 dollar bonus granted by the 
government to promote the use of 
bitcoins.

But by this point it is clear that 
very few people are still using the ap-
plication, judging by what you hear 
and see in the towns and cities of this 
Central American country of 6.7 mil-

lion people.
“In the end, the majority of 

the population is not using ei-
ther the government e-wallet or 
bitcoins in general,” Marroquin 
said.

Some businesses use them 
to receive payments, but there 
are very few transactions, ana-
lyst Ricardo Chavarría, director 
of Renta Asset Management, a 
company that manages invest-
ment funds in the international 
market, told IPS.

Nor has the government man-
aged to convince Salvadorans 
living abroad to use the app to 
send family remittances to El 
Salvador, one of its main aims 
when it dove headfirst into bit-
coins.

Each year, the country re-
ceives around seven billion dol-
lars in remittances, represent-
ing 26 percent of GDP.

In August 2021, a month 

before the approval of the so-
called Bitcoin Law, Bukele said 
in a tweet that Salvadorans pay 
around 400 million dollars in 
commissions to send money to 
their families in El Salvador.

That amount of money would 
be saved by sending it through 
the Chivo Wallet.

Not even the diaspora trusts 
the cryptocurrency

However, according to offi-
cial figures, only 1.5 percent of 
remittances were sent through 
e-wallets in the first quarter of 
2022, a percentage far below 
what the government expected.

This was probably influenced 
by the high volatility of cryptoas-
sets such as bitcoin, which is 
currently going through a crisis 
in its value, dubbed as a crypto 
winter.

Bitcoin’s price plunged to 
19,813 dollars at the close on 

Sept. 5, well below last year’s 
peak, when it surpassed the 
60,000 dollar mark.

And the Salvadoran popula-
tion abroad, especially in the 
United States, where more than 
three million live, is reluctant 
to bet on something so volatile 
and, therefore, risky.

“People are extremely care-
ful, despite the political capital 
of the president (Bukele), the 
same people over there (Sal-
vadorans in the United States) 
do not risk their money,” said 
Chavarría.

That is the case of María del 
Carmen Aguirre, a 52-year-old 
entrepreneur who runs a small 
pizza business in El Zonte, a 
coastal community on El Sal-
vador’s Pacific coast, some 50 
kilometers southeast of San 
Salvador, part of the municipal-
ity of Chiltiupán, in the central 
department of La Libertad.

Aguirre told IPS that she regu-
larly receives remittances from 
her two daughters who live in 
the United States, in San Fran-
cisco, California, but neither of 
them send the money through 
Chivo Wallet or any other simi-
lar platform.

“They send it only through 
the bank. It seems that they are 
quite afraid. ‘What happens if 
we send 200 dollars and at that 
moment the price of bitcoin 
goes down?’ they say to me,” 
said Aguirre, in her pizzeria.

El Zonte is a beach area 
known for its surfing and be-
cause an unusual community 
effort to use the cryptocurrency 
was launched there, about two 
years before the government 
decided to try bitcoins.

This initiative was promoted 
thanks to a donor, who remains 
anonymous, who gave money 
to carry out works in the town, 

María del Carmen 
Aguirre, 52, stands 
outside her home 
and pizza business 
in El Zonte, on the 
Pacific coast of 
El Salvador. Her 
daughters send 
her remittances 
from the United 
States, but they use 
traditional systems 
and not the bitcoin 
electronic wallet, 
after this country 
became the first to 
make bitcoins legal 
tender on Sept. 7, 
2021. CREDIT: Ed-
gardo Ayala/IPS

but on the condition that those who 
worked on them would be paid in bit-
coins and not in dollars, the legal tender 
in El Salvador since 2001.

That still raises suspicions: why would 
anyone be interested in promoting the 
crypto-asset in a poor coastal town, 
with dirt roads and modest shacks, al-
though there are also some luxury ho-
tels, hostels and restaurants.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, fami-
lies in El Zonte received, on several oc-
casions, 30-dollar vouchers from the 
mystery donor to use for bitcoin trans-
actions.

“They gave us the bonus three or four 
times so we could go to the stores that 
already handled bitcoin,” Aguirre said.

Chavarría said the cryptocurrency 
is probably at the end of the so-called 
crypto winter, and he expects it to rise 
again in the future.

“For me, in a medium to long term 
horizon it is going to recover and it is 
going to win out,” he argued.

Not just gangs
One thing that Marroquín the econo-

mist and financial analyst Chavarría 
agreed on is that, with the passage of 
the Bitcoin Law, El Salvador made the 
global headlines about something other 
than the recurring issue of gang vio-
lence, which used to be the only issue of 
interest to the international press.

In this sense, it could be argued that 
the country’s image improved some-
what on the world news agenda.

“The fact that El Salvador is on 
the news map and that it appears in 
Bloomberg, in The New York Times, in 
Spain’s El País, when the only topic be-
fore was the gangs, is good news for me 
as a Salvadoran,” said Chavarría.

Marroquín concurred that “El Salva-
dor is undoubtedly no longer known as 
it used to be solely for violence.”

She added that the adoption of the 
bitcoin has also bolstered tourism in 
the country by attracting a segment 
of visitors interested in the cryptocur-
rency, although it remains to be seen 
whether this improvement will have an 
impact on poor communities near tour-
ist spots.

A cloak of secrecy
The government has been harshly 

criticized for the secrecy with which it 
has handled not only the adoption of 
the bitcoin but also other important 
issues about which the public has de-
manded information, since they have 
involved the use of public funds for 
which the Bukele administration has 
not been held accountable.

When it has been made available, 
Information has arrived in dribs and 
drabs.

It is known that the government has 
purchased 2,381 bitcoins, on which it 
has spent 106.04 million dollars. But 
when related investments are factored 
in, such as the ATMs placed at various 
points around the country, the total in-
vestment exceeds 300 million dollars.

“There is a big black cloak surround-
ing the government’s use of public 
funds,” Marroquín said.

A street corner 
in the town of 
El Zonte, on the 
Pacific coast of El 
Salvador, which 
became the place 
where a project to 
promote the use 
of bitcoins in the 
country started, 
before the gov-
ernment of Nayib 
Bukele gave the 
cryptocurrency 
legal status in 
September 2021. 
Most businesses 
in this town ac-
cept them as a 
form of payment, 
but in the rest of 
the country the 
use of bitcoins is 
marginal. CREDIT: 
Edgardo Ayala/
IPS
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Nesbit Gavan-
ga, who mines 
sand illegally 
and sells it to 
builders, says 
he has few 
other economic 
options in 
Zimbabwe. En-
vironmental-
ists, however, 
are concerned 
about land 
degradation. 
Credit: Jeffrey 
Moyo/IPS

Sand poachers fueling environmental harm in Zimbabwe
 CHITUNGWIZA, Zimbabwe,

I
n Chitungwiza, right next to the highway, 
36-year-old Nesbit Gavanga and his five 
colleagues use shovels as they load trucks 
with sand.

The six apparently are in the business of sand-
poaching and openly explain that every other 
day they engage in running battles with environ-
mental officials who seek to curtail land degrada-
tion here. The group’s informal sand quarry lies 
25 kilometers southeast of the Zimbabwean capi-
tal Harare.

For Gavanga and his colleagues, sand-poaching 
has been a source of income for years as the gang 
has never been formally employed.

Gavanga, with the others, invaded a patch of 
land in Chitungwiza to begin mining sand about 
eight years ago.

“This patch of land has given us money over 
the years, and we can’t afford to leave it. We are 
here to stay, and we are here to turn the sand into 
money,” Gavanga told IPS.

Gavanga is unfazed by the severity of damage 
he and his colleagues have unleashed on the gi-
ant swathes of land they have invaded in Chitung-
wiza.

What they care about is money, and Gavanga, 
with his colleagues, has managed to establish a 
huge customer base over the years.

“We just bring our picks and shovels here, and 
customers come with their trucks, and we fill the 
trucks with the sand we sell. Yes, this isn’t our 
land, but we have to survive from it even though 
(the authorities say) we are not allowed to mine,” 
34-year-old Melford Mahamba, one of Gavanga’s 
colleagues, told IPS.

Gavanga claimed they make at least 30 to 40 
US dollars daily from the enterprise.

But that is bad news for the environment.
 Sand poachers have wrought huge scars on land across Zimbabwe as they 

harvest the river sand. These 
poachers leave uncovered pits.

Their customers are desper-
ate individuals building urban 
homes.

According to the Environmen-
tal Management Agency (EMA), 
Zimbabwe’s statutory body re-
sponsible for ensuring the sus-
tainable management of natural 
resources and protection of the 
environment, approximately 
1694 hectares of land are affected 
by sand-poaching in the country, 
with Harare contributing to over 
850 hectares of the statistics.

EMA has not been successful in 
stopping the sand poachers.

“Authorities chase us away 
from the places we mine for sand, 
but we always return in no time, 
even as they arrest us at times. 
We just bribe the officials and 
continue with the business,” Ma-
hamba said.

Environmentalists like Hap-
pison Chikova, based in Harare, 
blamed Zimbabwe’s poor econo-
my for the land degradation un-
leashed by sand poachers.

“These people have no jobs. 
They think by digging up sand 
soils for sale, believing they may 
break free from bankruptcy and 
poverty, but alas. They only make 
the environment suffer as they 
get very little money that hardly 
changes their lives,” Chikova told 
IPS.

But for the sand poachers like 
Mahamba, the profits are signifi-

 feature

cant.
“The profits are huge 

since sand sells for 6 to 8 US 
dollars a cubic meter. We sell 
to clients using their own 
transport,” said Mahamba.

The sand poachers, in 
fact, incur very few costs, 
and the only costs they have 
to shoulder are the bribes 
given to council police.

Council authorities, for in-
stance, in Chitungwiza, even 
though they conduct regu-
lar raids on sand poachers, 
are not fully capacitated.

“We conduct raids on 
sand poachers, but we don’t 
do that always due to insuf-
ficient resources, and so the 
sand poachers always go 
back to their illegal activi-
ties. It is like a cat-and-mouse 
game,” said Lovemore Meya, 
the Chitungwiza Municipal-
ity public relations officer.

For environmentalists 
like Chikova, sand poachers 
“damage vegetation while 
they dig out wide and deep 
pits which subsequently get 
flooded each rain season.”

Amid growing sand 
poaching in Zimbabwe, en-
vironmental lawyers insinu-
ate that the practice contrib-
utes to climate change.

“Sand poaching increases 
Zimbabwe’s vulnerability to 
flooding in areas receiving 
high rainfall, with the prac-
tice of sand poaching also 
threatening wetlands, but 
sand poaching also affects 
water availability down-
stream, which then affects 
water use for climate adap-
tation purposes,” Ray Ncu-
be, an environmental lawyer 
in private practice, told IPS.

EMA statistics have shown 
that as of December 2019, 
9.5 million square meters of 
land across Zimbabwe had 
degraded due to illegal sand 
poaching.

As vast swathes of land 
fall to degradation, environ-
mental activists like Kudak-
washe Murisi in Masvingo, 
Zimbabwe’s oldest town, 
has blamed the country’s 
polarized politics for ena-
bling sand poachers to do so 
as they please with the envi-
ronment.

“Sand poachers are often 
youths with links to the rul-
ing Zanu-PF party, obviously 
shielded by their political 
leadership, making it diffi-
cult for anyone to call them 
to order when they start dig-
ging up everywhere for sand 
soil,” Murisi told IPS.

In power for 42 years, 
Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front (Zanu-
PF) is this Southern African 
nation’s governing political 
party. 
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DSE listed largest banks record strong shares trading

Kenya banks take gradual steps to risk-based lending

  By Guardian Reporter

T
wo Dar es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) listed largest 
banks include CRDB Bank Plc 
and NMB Bank Plc started the 

week in high noted after dominating the 
market during the first two days of the 
week.

Data have shown that a combined total 
market turnover of 2.39bn/- was recorded 
during trading on Monday and Tuesday 
this week, of which 2.29bn/- injected by 
two banks.

The shares of the two banks traded 
during the reviewed days were exchanged 
hands between local investors, the 
markets report analysis show.

However, the banks market 
capitalisations remained unchanged with 
NMB Bank being the largest with 1.45trn/- 
while CBRD Bank Plc has 1.04trn/- market 
capitalization.

NMB Bank Plc was the major mover after 
recording a turnover of 1.42bn/- during 
the reviewed days through transaction 
of 510,282 shares in 16 deals of which 
500,000 shares through Block Trade Pre-
arranged Market board on Monday.

The reports show CRDB Bank Plc 
recorded a turnover of 930.6mn/- during 
the reviewed days through transactions 
of 2,326,914 shares traded in 83 deals, of 
which 2.2 million shares on Block Trade 
Pre-arranged Market board on Tuesday.

Global sukuk issuance to hit $185bn in 2022, reveals study

  NAIROBI

Bank lending rates are yet to be 
fully adjusted in line with the risk 
rating of borrowers, with lenders 
adopting a gradual rollout to avoid 
shocking the credit market which is 
still recovering from the slowdown 
caused by the now repealed rate 
cap and Covid-19.

More than half of banks already 
had their risk-based models ap-
proved or signed off by the Central 
Bank of Kenya (CBK) by the end of 
July, allowing them to vary interest 
on credit according to the risk pro-
file of a borrower, with an expected 
outcome of improved credit access 
across the economy.

By the end of June, 28 lenders 
had adjusted their overdraft, per-
sonal and business loan rates by 
between 2.4 and 4.8 percentage 
points from the March 2022 rates.

Some lenders charged as high 
as 16.4 percent for business loans 
in June, and 16.8 percent for over-
drafts, while the rates on personal 
loans rose by up to 2.4 percentage 

points to 14.3 percent.
The increase is, however, likely 

  VLADIVOSTOK

The head of Russia’s VTB Andrei 
Kostin, said on Wednesday the 
nation’s banking sector had largely 
overcome the most serious effects of 
Western sanctions and that systemic 
capitalisation of Russian banks was 
likely not needed.

Hit by unprecedented economic 
sanctions from the West, Russia’s 
banking sector posted heavy losses 
in the first six months of the year 
and officials have pushed lenders to 
drastically reduce their exposure to 
the U.S. dollar and euro.

“It is maybe too early to say, the 
central bank is now analysing the 
information, but maybe some kind 
of systemic recapitalisation of the 
banking sector is not needed,” 
Kostin said at a session on the 
transformation of Russia’s financial 
sector at the Eastern Economic 
Forum in Vladivostok.

VTB, Russia’s second-largest 
lender returned to profit in July after 
record losses in the first six months 
of the year, and will start lending in 
the Chinese yuan and other non-
Western currencies later this year, it 
said on Tuesday. read more

Kostin added later that there was 
room for Russia’s central bank to 
cut its key rate to 7.5% and then 7% 
from 8% now to stimulate lending in 
Russia’s banking sector. read more

The Bank of Russia next meets on 
rates on Sept. 16.

Western sanctions on Russia 
over its actions in Ukraine have cut 
Moscow off from the global financial 
system and from nearly half of its 
$640 billion in gold and foreign 
exchange reserves.

CEO Kostin had said in April 
Russian banks would likely need a 
wider recapitalisation to cope with 
losses.

Russian officials have heralded 
the economy’s performance in 
recent months, saying it is holding 
up much better than expected in the 
face of sanctions.

Russia Economy Minister Maxim 
Reshetnikov on Tuesday said the 
economic contraction this year 
would be 2.9%, shallower than 
previously forecast. read more 

Capitalisation of 
banking likely not 
needed in Russia

 LONDON

Refinitiv, a London Stock Exchange Group 
(LSEG) business, has released findings of its 
Sukuk Perceptions and Forecast Study 2022, 
which reveals that global sukuk issuance is 
projected to moderate, settling at $185bn in 
2022. 

According to the study, around 41 per cent 
of respondents indicated they were still 
bullish about growth in global sukuk supply.

Sukuk are financial products whose terms 
and structures comply with sharia, with the 
intention of creating returns similar to those 
of conventional fixed-income instruments 
like bonds.

The findings were published in a report, 
titled Navigating a new Environment, which 
projected global sukuk issuance would grow 
at an estimated compound annual growth 
rate of 6.8 per cent over the next five years, 
reaching $257bn in 2027.

The report indicated that the momentum 
of international sukuk issuance began to 
slow in the first half of 2022, despite strong 
activity from issuers capitalising on high 
demand from international investors early 
in the year.

NMB Bank Managing Director Ruth Zaipuna

Highlights of H1 2022
Mustafa Adil, head of Islamic Finance, 

Refinitiv,  said: “A new sukuk issuance 
record had been set in 2021 for the fifth 
consecutive year, reaching a total of 
$196.5bn. Although this was up by 8.2 

per cent from $181.6bn in 2020, that 
compares with much greater average 
annual growth of 21 per cent in the 
previous five years.”

“Global sukuk issuance in the first 
half of 2022 raised $100.9bn, marginally 

lower than $104.2bn in H1 2021. 
Despite a strong start to the year, 
issuance momentum slowed as 
the Federal Reserve and other 
central banks kicked off a global 
monetary tightening cycle.”

The surge in oil prices also 
contributed to the slowdown 
in issuance, as it reduced 
government borrowing needs in 
core sukuk markets. 

Dollar sukuk issuance 
amounted to $22bn in H1 2022, 
down 10 per cent from $33.2bn H1 
2021, as issuers concentrated their 
borrowing in domestic markets 
and the Fed’s tightening policy 
strengthened the dollar, he added.

Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and 
Indonesia remained the largest 
issuance bases for sukuk, and 
together made up 75 per cent of 
sukuk issued in 2021 and the first 
half of 2022.

In Saudi Arabia, sukuk raised 
$28.1bn during H1 2022, compared 
with $24.2bn during the same 
period of 2021, despite the surge 

in oil prices. Still, issuance slowed 
during the second quarter as the 
kingdom registered a surplus 
from higher oil revenues.

As with most GCC governments, 
issuances supporting new and 
continuing infrastructure projects 
will likely be offered once volatility 
in global financial markets calms. 
This is also the case with the 
region’s ESG sukuk issuances that 
are in the pipeline awaiting more 
conducive conditions.

Sovereigns continue to drive 
sukuk issuance, maintaining 
around a 60 per cent share 
of global issuance since 2017. 
Sovereign sukuk issued in H1 
2022 totalled $68.8bn, of which 
83 per cent were issued by 
GCC, Malaysian and Indonesian 
governments.

The Saudi government was 
the largest sovereign issuer in 
H1 2022, with $22.1bn, despite 
soaring oil prices having 
reduced government funding 
requirements.

to widen in coming months once 
they fully deploy the risk-based 

pricing model, especially on 
loans to small businesses that 

are deemed riskier borrowers 
compared to corporate organi-
sations.

“The risk-based lending has 
not been implemented in full 
because you don’t want to cause 
distress for customers. It will be 
implemented gradually,” said a 
bank executive who declined to 
be quoted.

Lenders had endured a pro-
longed wait for approvals — 
which according to the CBK was 
partly due to some submitting 
unsatisfactory plans — leading 
to most of them lending at a 
maximum of 13 percent even 
after the law capping rates on 
loans was lifted in November 
2019.

They, therefore, largely re-
sorted to pumping money into 
risk-free government securities 
at between 10 and 13.5 percent, 
which meant that growth in 
lending to the private sector re-
mained below the pre-rate cap 
level of 8.3 percent until Decem-
ber 2021.

Lending to the private sec-
tor has been rising steadily this 
year, going from 8.8 percent in 
January to 12.3 percent in June, 
helped by higher demand for 
loans in transport and commu-
nication, manufacturing, trade 
and consumer durables sectors.

The expectation of the pro-
ponents of risk-based lending 
is that by being allowed to load 
a premium to cover lending 
to customers deemed riskier, 
banks will then open their wal-
lets to small businesses and in-
dividuals, who have been strug-
gling to access formal credit.

However, while there is an 
increase in approvals of risk 
pricing models, lenders have 
raised concerns that they still 
lack some of the supporting 
data necessary to accurately es-
timate a clients’ risk profile due 
to the moratorium on negative 
listing of borrowers with loans 
below Sh5 million by credit ref-
erence bureaus (CRBs).

Analysts say the domestic equity 
market continues to sustain a bullish 
run for the second consecutive 
week as signaled by the benchmark 
indices’ week-on-week (w/w) 
performance, adding that banks will 
lead in transactions.

“We are of the opinion that a 
number of counters are trading 
with favorable valuations with 
further upside potential,” Raphael 
Masumbuko, chief executive officer 
of Zan Securities Limited told the 
Guardian over the weekend.

During last week, he said, NMB 
Bank Plc stock also registered a 3.57 
per cent increase closing at 2,900/- 
per share while CRDB Bank Plc stock 
appreciated by 1.25 per cent closing 
the week at 405/- per share.

DSE report shows on Friday last 

week, NMB Bank Plc recorded 
a turnover of 4.2bn/- through a 
transaction of 1.5 million shares 
in four deals on Block Trade Pre-
arranged Market.

During the day, CRDB Bank 
recorded a turnover of 25.3mn/-
, the second largest transaction, 
through trading of 63,331 shares 
traded in 25 deals at a price ranging 
from 400/- to 405/-.

During the first half of this year, 
two banks also recorded a record 
profit rising, increasing appetites 
among share buyers.

NMB Bank Plc’s net profit for 
the first six months of the current 
calendar year rose to 208bn/-, a 53 
percent rise from 135.5bn/- that was 
registered during a similar period 
last year. 

This means that the amount in 
profit, registered by NMB Bank Plc 
during the first half of 2022, was 
slightly higher than the annual net 
profit of 206bn/- that the lender 
recorded during the whole year of 
2020.

NMB performance reflected 
solid business momentum, strong 
efficiency gains, and significant 
improvements in the loan portfolio 
quality.

NMB Bank’s strong revenue 

momentum was sustained during 
H1, 2022, with a total revenue 
increase of 21 percent from previous 
year to 562bn/-, highlighting 
exponential growth in both net-
interest income and non-funded 
income lines which grew by 17 
percent and 32 percent.

On the other hand, CRDB Bank 
Plc’s net profit jumped to 174.04bn/- 
during the first six months of 2022, 
from 88.6bn/- during a similar 
period last year. Likewise, this was 
higher than an annual net profit of 
165bn/- that it registered in 2020, 
according to financial statements.

CRDB said during presentation of 
the financial performance for the 
second quarter of this year that its 
plans to focus on small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) especially 
along the trade, construction and 
agriculture value chains, after 
seeing that these sectors are driving 
growth in the economy.

The bank’s strategy, according 
to managing director Abdulmajid 
Nsekela, as quoted in July, is 
to address capital challenges 
among the various enterprises, 
understanding the valuable role 
they play in enabling achievement 
of the country economic 
transformation ambitions.

CRDB Bank Managing Director Abdulmajid Nsekela

A customer is served at the Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB) in Nairobi. PHOTO| AFP



14	 Thursday 8 September, 2022

China’s biggest four banks suffer from failing loans
 BEIJING

China’s biggest four banks have been 
hit by a more than 50 per cent increase in 
overdue loans from the property sector 
over the past year, as the real estate mar-
ket’s liquidity crunch spills into the finan-
cial sector.

China’s top lenders — the Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China, China 
Construction Bank, Agricultural Bank of 
China and Bank of China — last week re-
ported combined overdue property loans 
of Rmb136.6bn ($20bn) at the end of June, 
up from Rmb90bn at the same time last 
year.

The rise in bad loans from the deterio-
rating property crisis is worsening asset 
quality across China’s Rmb367.7tn bank-
ing industry. Beyond bad debts, the banks 

are also suffering from weakening loan 
demand from their best corporate and re-
tail clients as growth slows in the world’s 
second-biggest economy.

“We see multiyear structural [return 
on equity] decline as banks retreat from 
the property sector amid stalled projects, 
mortgage boycotts and heightened regu-
lations,” Macquarie analyst Dexter Hsu 
wrote in a note to clients.

China’s “Big Four’‘ lenders are systemi-
cally important institutions and the back-
bone of China’s financial sector. They are 
among the world’s biggest banks, holding 
about 36 per cent of the country’s depos-
its and issuing a third of its loans. Beijing 
depends on the groups to stabilise the 
country’s economy and trusts them to 
faithfully implement monetary policies.

The size and relatively stable health of 

the Big Four banks has given Chinese au-
thorities confidence as they try to orches-
trate a soft landing for failing companies 
in the property sector, which accounts 
for about 30 per cent of national gross 
domestic product. However, Hsu said that 
while banks’ loans to developers account-
ed for 4 per cent to 9 per cent of their total 
loans, it will probably become “the major 
source” of new non-performing loans in 
the next two years, driving up credit costs 
for the banks.

“We believe the real exposure to devel-
opers could be much bigger than reported 
because they extended credits to the de-
velopers via proprietary investments and 
off-balance-sheet credits like wealth man-
agement products, trust products, private 
funds and private bonds,” he added.

Exacerbating the gloomy picture, Bei-

jing’s economic planners have called on 
state banks to take an earnings hit by 
offering lower interest rates to support 
homebuyers and businesses. They have 
also been told to set aside more financial 
support and resources to help deliver un-
finished homes.

A senior official at one of the Big Four 
lenders said the state of the property mar-
ket meant that the banks had “no incen-
tive” to boost lending to the sector despite 
pressure from Beijing.

“Our cost of capital is still too high. 
We have no incentive to beef up lending 
even though the regulator asked us to do 
so. The more loans we issue, the more 
[non-performing loans] we will have. The 
return on our lending business has gone 
down a lot while NPLs are taking off,” the 
person said.

 NEW YORK 

US consumers and businesses are still in good fi-
nancial shape despite high inflation and concerns 
about a looming recession, some of the nation’s top 
bankers told a conference in New York on Tuesday.

Brian Moynihan, chief executive officer of Bank 
of America Corp, the nation’s second-largest bank, 
said customers spent 10% more in August from a 
year earlier, and bank account balances are higher 
for many than they were pre-pandemic.

“The consumer and businesses are in good 
shape,” said William Rogers, chief executive officer 
of Truist Financial Corp. “And the commercial and 
corporate side, businesses have never been in bet-
ter health. Companies’ balance sheets are all really 
strong.”

The US Federal Reserve has said it will continue 
to raise rates as it tries to tame inflation, sparking 
fears the central bank could cause a recession.

US banks stand to benefit from rising interest 
rates because they can earn more income from 
charging interest to customers. Still, if rate hikes do 
send the economy into recession, that could cut in 
to banks’ profits.

Low unemployment, a strong housing market 
and a revival of the entertainment industry in 
California reflect a solid economy there, said Kelly 
Coffey, CEO of City National Bank, a subsidiary of 
Royal Bank of Canada.

The combination of COVID-19 government 
stimulus and a strong job market are still buoying 
consumer finances, said René Jones, CEO of M&T 
Bank.

US consumers, 
businesses are 
in good shape, 
say banks CEOs
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Europe’s banks dim lights as they brace for winter blackout
 LONDON 

Some of Europe’s biggest 
banks are preparing back-
up generators and to dim 
the lights as they brace 
for potential power cuts 
and energy rationing that 
threaten the money system 
underpinning the region’s 
economy.

As Russia throttles gas 
supplies to the continent, 
banks are stress-testing 
how they can cope with 
power shortages and lining 
up alternative sources of 
energy, such as generators, 
so that ATMs and online 
banking don’t go dark.

There is a special urgency 
for financial firms to act 
because of the importance 
of payments and 
transactions to Europe’s 
economy, already fragile 
due to the fallout of war.

While the sector adapted 
to COVID-19 lockdowns and 
remote working, power 
blackouts or rationing 
present a very different 
challenge.

 “The banking system 
is part of other systems,” 
said Gianluca Pescaroli, 
professor in operational 
continuity and disaster 
resilience at University 
College London, who has 
advised authorities in 
London on power outages. 
“My main concern is 
the cascading effects on 

A general view of the Canary Wharf financial district in London

society of failures to ATMs or 
cashless transactions. Similarly, 
the dependencies banks have 
on other services such as the 
internet.” 

JPMorgan, which employs 
thousands across European 
hubs in London and Frankfurt, 
has conducted power outage 
simulations, a source familiar 
with the matter told Reuters. 

Depending on the severity, 
the bank could switch to diesel 
generators that could keep key 
office locations up and running 
for several days, the person said.

The biggest U.S. bank lends 
money to companies in Europe 
and trades stocks and bonds 
in addition to running a British 
consumer bank.

Italy’s second-biggest 
bank UniCredit has tested its 
operational resilience this 
summer, a source familiar with 
the plans said. 

Its latest disaster recovery 
test focused on the resilience of 
data processing, the source said, 
adding the bank’s two core data 
centres had power supply from 
two independent power stations. 

It’s unclear how long its power 
would last. Euronext, which runs 
the French and Italian stock 
exchanges, said it had reassessed 
its energy use since Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, adding it 
had back-up generators, without 
elaborating.

Banks are also taking visible 
steps to acknowledge the energy 
crisis, such as paring office space 
and consolidating staff in fewer 
buildings.Deutsche Bank said it 
was rolling out a slew of energy 
saving measures across its 1,400 
buildings in Germany, to save 4.9 

  NAIROBI

The Central Bank of Ken-
ya (CBK) says that climate-
related financial risks can 
significantly increase bank 
credit risks as a result of se-
vere floods, drought, land-
slides and wildfires that de-
stroy borrowers’ assets or 
impair supply chains.

With a high reliance on 
physical collateral in lend-
ing in emerging markets, 
measures put in place to 
mitigate climate change 
can also increase credit 
risks from collateral assets 
that become stranded.

“Extreme weather events 
can also increase the op-
erational risk for banks 
due to disrupted business 
continuity from negatively 
impacted bank’s infrastruc-
ture, systems, process and 
staff,” the CBK says in its 
guidance on climate-relat-
ed risk management.

The CBK has asked lend-
ers to put in place govern-
ance, oversight and risk 
management strategies to 
prepare the industry to face 
the growing climate-related 
risks.

As a start, the regulator 
and banking industry play-
ers came up with some 
steps that evidence their 
recognition of the potential 
impact of climate risks.

Though some of these in-
itiatives started as far back 

Why banking regulators are sweating under climate stress tests?

as 2013, their adoption and impact are still a 
work in progress as most lenders prefer to 
look at the risks through a corporate social re-
sponsibility lens, which has seen compliance 
remain a moving target.

Kenyan banks are not the only ones strug-
gling. Globally, sector regulators are still 
struggling with climate stress tests at a time 
when the world is experiencing its worst cli-
mate-related calamities.

The first stress tests to assess banks’ expo-
sure to risks of climate change are underes-
timating the worst-case scenario, the Euro-
pean Central Bank and Bank of England have 
said, underscoring the challenge of making 
such exercises more useful.

The banking regulators say the tests are 
needed to assess vulnerabilities in the finan-
cial system from climate change-driven catas-
trophes, be they in the banks’ loan portfolios, 
trading books or customer accounts.

Here is why regulators, investors and bank-
ing experts say climate stress tests are still a 
work in progress but improvements are on 

the way:

Client data
For a bank to understand the climate risks 

embedded in their financing, they need ac-
cess to accurate data from clients, including 
their current emissions and the plan to re-
duce them over time.

While regulators in the European Union 
and elsewhere are starting to push compa-
nies in the real economy to provide this data, 
it remains early days and banks have had to 
rely on estimations. The approaches taken by 
banks to fill in the gaps in data also vary.

Tougher, mandatory climate disclosure 
rules for companies in the European Union, 
Britain, and the United States from 2024 on-
wards will plug gaps in emissions data from 
customers of banks, giving a far more accu-
rate picture of exposures.

“The disclosure tool will be a bit of a game 
changer,” said Monsur Hussain, senior direc-
tor at credit ratings agency Fitch, meaning cli-
mate tests will “get more stressful” for banks.

Balance sheet changes
The lending decisions made by banks over 

time determine the risk on their balance 
sheet, yet modelling this is hard. A static bal-
ance sheet, which assumes no change over 
time, is unrealistic, yet a dynamic balance 
sheet requires many assumptions to be made, 
which could be equally wrong.

Regulators say they expect the modelling to 
improve over time, while the process will help 
lenders and policymakers develop the mind-
set, knowledge and skills needed to come up 
with better tests for making decisions in fu-
ture.

“Asking them to do that preparation and 
asking whether they are or aren’t prepared, is 
a really important question,” said David Car-
lin, climate risk programme lead for the Unep 
Finance Initiative, a joint UN and finance in-
dustry undertaking.

Feedback loops
While the initial stress tests have taken into 

account macro-economic and financial vari-
ables, for example the imposition of a higher 
carbon price through government policymak-
ing, they do not capture all of the potential 
risks associated with climate change, such as 
climate-related litigation, and, equally as im-
portant, how these differing risks will interact 
with one another.

Time horizon
Traditional financial stress tests, introduced 

after the financial crisis of 2008-2009, typical-
ly focus on resilience to shorter-term shocks 
to a bank’s solvency, and are more closely 
aligned to a lender’s planning horizon of two-
five years.

Climate stress tests, on the other hand, tend 
to focus on risks that may play out over dec-
ades into the future with data covering such 
lengthy periods patchy at best.

million kWh of electricity each 
year - enough to power roughly 
49,000 light bulbs for an hour. 

The lender is shutting 
off hot running water in 
washrooms, adjusting workplace 
temperatures, switching off all 
interior branch lighting and 
illuminated outdoor advertising 
overnight. 

The fountain in front of its 
head office in Frankfurt will also 
be turned off. Regulators are 
on high alert. The supervisory 
arm of the European Central 

Bank and its equivalent 
UK peer, the Prudential 
Regulation Authority (PRA), 
both require lenders to 
have plans to cope with 
disruption.

Firms in Britain are 
required to identify their 
“Important Business 
Services” and the methods 
of resolving vulnerabilities 
should threats materialise.

Nonetheless, experts 
fear that few companies 
are prepared for lengthy 
blackouts of more than a 
few days. “This represents 
a serious gap in resilience 
planning,” said Avi Schnurr, 
CEO of the Electric 
Infrastructure Security 
Council, a think-tank that 
advises on preparing for 
such hazards.

Banks should already be 
making arrangements to 
ensure that they can cope 
even in a prolonged power 
outage, with agreements for 
transactions to be logged 
retroactively once systems 
are back online, he said. 

BNP Paribas, France’s 
biggest bank, is addressing 
power consumption across 
the approximate 2,750 
branches, offices and data 
centres it operates across 
France, Belgium and Italy, 
a source close to the French 
lender said.

The possibility of 
electricity supply cuts was 
being “closely monitored” 
and covered by the Business 
Continuity Plan in place at 
the bank.

European gas prices have 
surged after Russia’s state-
controlled Gazprom said it 
would indefinitely extend 
a shutdown to the major 
Nord Stream 1 gas pipeline.

Europe has accused 
Russia of weaponising 
energy supplies in 
retaliation for Western 
sanctions imposed on 
Moscow since the outbreak 
of hostilities with Ukraine. 
Russia blames those 
sanctions for causing the 
gas supply problems, which 
it puts down to pipeline 
faults.

In Britain, rising energy 
costs are squeezing 
businesses and consumers, 
who are facing runaway 
inflation.

State-backed NatWest 
said it had partially 
mitigated the financial hit 
by hedging future costs of 
its energy.

Major insurers also said 
they were cutting their 
energy use. Switzerland’s 
Zurich said it would 
darken offices at night and 
mothball “decorative power 
consumers” like fountains.
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Q
atar’s central 
bank has told 
banks in the 
Gulf state not to 

exchange its currency with 
entities outside the country 
without prior permission, 
five sources told Reuters, in 
a move bankers say aims at 
ending the riyal’s divergence 
against the dollar.

The Qatari riyal, officially 
fixed at 3.64 to the dollar 
since 2001, has in the 
offshore market been 
quoted below its peg for 
the most part since mid-
2017 when four Arab 
states boycotted Doha in 
a political row, which was 
resolved in early 2021.

In the communication 

sent to treasury directors at 
local banks on Monday, the 
Qatar Central Bank (QCB) 
instructed banks not to 
engage in any swap deals to 
obtain riyals or dollars with 
any entity outside Qatar, 
the sources with knowledge 
said.

The notice said banks 
should seek permission 
from QCB before 
conducting any such 
transactions, they added.

QCB, in response to a 
Reuters query, said it “is not 
taking any action to limit 
the capacity of banks to 
engage in swap transaction 
with counterparties”.

“Such matters are left to 
the commercial and risk 
management judgement 
of banks,” the central bank 
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 NEW DELHI

A mega acquisition is un-
derway in India’s digital pay-
ments sector. And it may be 
giving the industry’s exist-
ing players sleepless nights.

The Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI) on 
Monday this week approved 
PayU India’s $4.7 billion 
takeover of payment gate-
way BillDesk. What now re-
mains is the Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI) nod.

While the 20-year-old 
BillDesk has a marked pres-
ence in payment processing 
for government agencies, 
PayU is widely used by in-
ternet companies. Both 
compete with the likes of 
Paytm, Razorpay, Pine Labs, 
Infibeam Avenues, and 
MSwipe, among others.

 “We believe this transac-
tion will stimulate both in-
novation and competition 
within India’s digital pay-
ments industry,” Laurent 
Le Moal, CEO of PayU, said 
in a press release. “This will 
not only help to strengthen 
India’s digital economy, but 
also bring financial services 
to those who may have his-
torically been excluded.”

The payment aggregator 
would be PayU’s fourth In-
dian acquisition after Citrus 
Pay, Wibmo, and PaySense.

The combined PayU-Bill 
Desk entity is expected to 
process a total payment 
value (TPV) of $147 billion, 
going by figures for 2020-
21, PayU said in an investor 
presentation (pdf ). Their 
cumulative gross revenues 
stood at $752 billion.

“This is a big bet for PayU. 
They are very bullish on 
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Teachers’ bank cut losses despite delays in sale
  NAIROBI

Teachers are yet to find a buyer for 
Spire Bank more than two months 
after the June target that had been 
agreed with the Central Bank of Kenya 
and Sacco regulator Sasra.

Spire Bank has explored over seven 
potential buyers including a local 
bank that confirmed interest in the 
lender’s good books and teachers’ 
membership but the banking 
regulator has turned down most of 
the suitors on conflict of interest and 
credibility issues.

Mwalimu Sacco, the lender’s owner, 
told the Parliamentary Finance 
Committee in April that it had agreed 
with the regulators to resolve the 
Spire Bank problem either through a 
strategic buyer or liquidating the bank 
by end of June.

“There is no fixed deadline imposed 
on the shareholder as such and the 
search for a sustainable solution is 
ongoing,” Spire Bank said on Tuesday.

Despite the uncertainties over its 
future, the bank was able to cut its 

losses in the half year to June 2022 
on lower costs, loan recoveries and 
conversion of shareholder deposits 
into equity.

Spire cut its net loss by 21 percent 
to Sh403 million from Sh512.8 million 
last year, despite constrained lending 
due to low capital and delayed resolu-
tion through the bank sale or finding a 
strategic investor.

Interest expense declined from 
Sh221 million to Sh85 million on the 
conversion of Sh3.4 billion deposits to 
equity while operating expenses de-
clined seven percent to Sh470 million.

The bank has been unable to lend 
due to low capital ratios that have 
seen its loan book shrink from Sh2.3 
billion to Sh1.7 billion.

The lender whose capital ratios 
are below the mandatory CBK 
requirements has, however, seen an 
improvement in its core capital from 
negative Sh4.1 billion in June last year 
to negative Sh1.7 billion due to the 
deposit to equity conversion.

On its capital adequacy ratios, core 
capital to total risk-weighted assets 

stood at negative 33.4 percent in June 
against the statutory minimum of 10.5 
percent in June, while total capital to 
total risk-weighted assets stood at neg-
ative 32.1 percent against a required 
minimum of 14.5 percent.

The core capital to total deposits 
ratio, which lenders are supposed to 
maintain at a minimum of eight per-
cent, stood at negative 40.8 percent.

Spire Bank has also been unable to 
access cash from peer banks due to its 
financial challenges.

The lender has also been begging 
for additional support from Mwalimu 
Sacco and the CBK to allow it to earn 
money to meet expenses and recover 
years of losses, but the Sacco faced 
limitations from helping out due to 
limitations imposed by the sector 
regulator.

A parliamentary probe revealed 
that Sasra stopped Mwalimu Sacco 
from pumping additional money into 
the bank after they sank billions of 
shillings into lender bought from the 
late Naushad Merali in 2015 for Sh2.4 
billion.

India’s fintech majors set for biggest ever takeover

 RIYADH 

Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, the sec-
ond largest bank in Abu Dhabi, is plan-
ning to sell about 4.1 billion dirhams ($1.1 
billion) of bad debt to clean up its bal-
ance sheet, battered mainly due to pay-
ment defaults by high-profile corporate 
clients. 

The bank has codenamed this initia-
tive “Project Turbo,” and it has already 
kicked off a process to sell the claims, 
mainly secured by personal and corpo-
rate guarantees, along with real estate 
assets, Bloomberg reported. 

Citing a bank document for potential 
buyers, the report noted that the bank 
wants to avoid spending time and mon-
ey on costly enforcement actions out-
side the UAE. 

The report further added that ADCB 
is seeking to sign a deal by the end of 
September. 

According to the document, ADCB is 
working with Interpath Advisory, KP-
MG’s former UK restructuring practice, 
to carry out the sale. 

The people who wished to stay anon-
ymous said that this move from ADCB 
will also prompt other lenders in the 
UAE to embrace similar actions if the 
central bank approves. 

According to the bank’s financial 
statements, it had to absorb 6.6 billion 
dirhams in impairment charges in 2020 
and 2021. ADCB posted a net income of 
3.01 billion dirhams in the first half of 
2022 despite booking almost 1 billion 
dirhams in impairment charges.

Abu Dhabi 
commercial 
bank plans 
$1bn bad 
debt sale 

the Indian market. Even if the share 
of online payments goes from 30% to 
50% in five years, it is a huge addition 
to transaction volumes,” said Mihir 
Gandhi, a partner at consultancy firm 
PwC, told Moneycontrol.

In 2021, Razorpay and Infibeam Av-
enues registered TPVs of $60 billion 
and $48 billion, respectively.

PayU processes $25 billion of pay-

ments every year. BillDesk, on the oth-
er hand, handled $90 billion of trans-
actions in the last financial year. The 
homegrown company has tied up with 
more than 100 e-commerce clients.

Together, they expect growth four 
times more than PayU’s current one 
billion in India.

Unlike rivals that operate on a loss-
making growth strategy, BillDesk 

turned profitable long ago. Its stellar 
performance resulted in an unprec-
edented valuation for it at about $4 bil-
lion, around 20 times its revenue.

Analysts had, however, pegged its 
sale price at $2.5 billion.

Valuations are often tightly linked to 
market conditions and timing. Indus-
try insiders believe the Indian fintech 
space is receiving enormous funding 

interest now and that makes 
it a favourable time for the 
acquisition.

India is amongst the fast-
est growing Fintech markets 
in the world and there are 
6,636 FinTech startups in 
India. 

Indian FinTech industry’s 
market size is $50 billion 
in 2021 and is estimated at 
$150 billion by 2025.

The Indian fintech mar-
ket touted as the fintech 
hub globally is estimated 
to reach assets under man-
agement (AUM) of $1 trillion 
by 2030, up 10-fold from its 
2021 size of roughly $100 
billion. 

At the same time, the in-
dustry was expected to gen-
erate revenue of $200 bil-
lion – also a 10X jump from 
2021’s $20 billion, according 
to a report.

The report titled “$1 tril-
lion India fintech opportu-
nity” jointly published by 
Chiratae Ventures and EY 
said payments, digital lend-
ing, wealth tech, insurtech, 
and neo-banking will all 
contribute to growth in the 
larger fintech space.

That growth will be 
helped by favourable demo-
graphics, growing technolo-
gy adoption, higher dispos-
able incomes and an aware 
customer, united payments 
interface (UPI), among oth-
er factors.

The digital lending mar-
ket — which is expected to 
grow to $515 billion in book 
size by 2030  will also fur-
ther the momentum in the 
industry. Sectors like agr-
itech and proptech weaved 
in with fintech — were also 
considered to be big bets.

A cashier counts Qatari riyal notes at a money changer in Doha

said, adding that any such directive would 
be published on its website.

A currency swap agreement involves 
the exchange of one currency for another 

over a specific time horizon in addition to 
the payment of a premium. It is a tool used 
to lock-in a fixed exchange rate or hedge 
against currency fluctuations.

Last year, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Egypt ended 
a row with Doha that had 
seen the four nations sever 
political, economic and 
travel ties with Qatar over 
allegations it supports 
Islamist militants, which 
Doha denies.

During the dispute, tiny 
but wealthy Qatar, among 
the world’s largest gas 
exporters, sued banks in 
the UAE and Saudi Arabia, 
accusing them of causing 
damage to its economy 
by what it called overseas 
currency manipulation.

Qatar settled a separate 
suit against Emirates 
NBD Bank and Abu Dhabi 
Commercial Bank earlier 
this year and a New York 

judge dismissed a case 
against Saudi Arabia’s 
Samba Bank, but its not 
immediately clear whether 
a case against First Abu 
Dhabi Bank is still pending.

During the 3-1/2 year 
embargo, foreign currency, 
especially the dollar, was 
scarce in Qatar, bankers say. 
QCB required banks to seek 
approval to buy USD on a 
case-by-case basis.

Post-boycott there was an 
expectation that the price 
of the Qatari riyal would 
come in line with the peg 
but that has not happened. 
On Tuesday, brokers were 
quoting 3.6805/3.6855 riyals 
to the dollar in the offshore 
market.

Qatar’s central bank 
foreign reserves and hard 

currency liquidity has risen 
about 3.8% in the past two 
years to 211.3 billion riyals 
in July, official data shows, 
from 203.6 billion riyals in 
2020.

“It doesn’t make sense 
that Qatari riyal is still not 
trading at the peg,” said a 
Gulf economic expert who 
declined to be named due to 
the sensitivity of the matter.

“Qatar is receiving more 
dollar revenue than ever 
before and, because of all 
the fans coming to Qatar 
for the World Cup, there is 
bound to be a much larger 
than normal demand for 
riyals on international 
markets.”

Qatar hosts soccer’s 
World Cup in November. 

 PayU India recently concluded the $4.7 billion deal takeover of payment gateway BillDesk PHOTO/FILE

A Spire Bank branch in Nairobi FILE PHOTO 
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LONDON

The new British Prime Minister Liz Truss 
has selected a cabinet where for the first time 
a white man will not hold one of the country’s 
four most important ministerial positions.

Truss appointed Kwasi Kwarteng – whose 
parents came from Ghana in the 1960s – as Brit-
ain’s first Black finance minister while James 
Cleverly is the first Black foreign minister.

Cleverly, whose mother hails from Sierra Le-
one and whose father is white, has in the past 
spoken about being bullied as a mixed-race 
child and has said the party needs to do more 
to attract Black voters. 

Suella Braverman, whose parents came to 
Britain from Kenya and Mauritius six decades 
ago, succeeds Priti Patel as the second ethnic 
minority home secretary, or interior minister, 
where she will be responsible for police and 
immigration.

The growing diversity is in part thanks to a 
push by the Conservative Party in recent years 
to put forward a more varied set of candidates 
for parliament.

British governments have until a few decades 
ago been made up of mostly white men. It took 
until 2002 for Britain to appoint its first ethnic 
minority cabinet minister when Paul Boateng 

was appointed chief secretary to the Treasury.
Rishi Sunak, whose parents came from India, 

was Kwarteng’s predecessor in the finance job 
and the runner-up to Truss in the leadership 
context.

“Politics has set the pace. We now treat it as 
normal, this diversity,” said Sunder Katwala, 
director of non-partisan think-tank British Fu-
ture, which focuses on migration and identity. 
“The pace of change is extraordinary.” 

However, the upper ranks of business, the 
judiciary, the civil service and army are all still 
predominately white.

And despite the party’s diversity campaign, 
only a quarter of Conservative members of 
parliament are women and 6 percent from mi-
nority backgrounds.

Track record
Nevertheless, the Conservatives have the 

best track record of political firsts among the 
main political parties, including appointing 
the first Jewish prime minister in Benjamin 
Disraeli in 1868.

This is despite the fact ethnic minority vot-
ers are much more likely to back the opposi-
tion Labour party and the ruling party has 
faced accusations of racism, misogyny and Is-
lamophobia.

Liz Truss’ cabinet is 
Britain’s first without 
white man in top jobs

CAIRO

 Three Chinese astronauts, 
or taikonauts, talked from space 
with the youth from eight Afri-
can countries on Tuesday via 
video link, sharing their expe-
rience in the Shenzhou-14 mis-
sion.

The taikonauts -- Chen Dong, 
Liu Yang and Cai Xuzhe, who 
are on a six-month stay in orbit, 
shared with the African youth 
their life and scientific work in 
the space station. 

The main venue of the event, 
titled “Talk with Taikonauts,” 
was held at the headquarters of 
the African Union in Addis Aba-
ba, while students from Algeria, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Namibia, Nige-
ria, Senegal, Somalia and South 
Africa joined the dialogue at 
sub-venues. Emily Nangacovie, 
a science student from Namibia, 
had an opportunity to ask ques-
tions as to what research they 
have conducted in their mission.

In response, Cai said that they 
have been “focusing on study-
ing the impact of long-term ex-
posure to zero-gravity on astro-
nauts’ health and corresponding 
protection measures, looking at 
astronauts’ behaviour and capa-
bilities and delving into the ap-
plication of traditional medicine 
in space.”

 “And (we) also do experi-
ments on variable gravity sci-
ence, life and ecology science, 

biotechnology science, physics 
of fluids and combustion sci-
ence,” Cai added. 

“These experimental research 
projects will provide support 
for astronauts to live a healthy 
life and work with a high effi-
ciency in the space station and 
lay the groundwork for future 
exploration into deep space,” he 
explained.

Chen, another taikonaut, 
said they will “carry out ex-
travehicular activities, on-or-
bit equipment maintenance, 
space application experiments, 
space medical experiments, 
and on-station lectures, among 
other tasks.” Yang Jun, Charge 
d’affaires of the Chinese Em-
bassy in Namibia, said China will 
help train Namibian technicians 
on space technology and will 
conduct space research jointly 
with Namibia.  

Last year three Chinese tai-
konauts on a Shenzhou-12 
spaceship carried a Namibian 
national flag into space, while 
two taikonauts, Cheng and Liu, 
visited Namibia in 2019. “We can 
see how fruitful China-Namibia 
space cooperation is,” Yang said, 
adding that the task of develop-
ing space technology rests on 
the shoulders of the youth in the 
world.

Passant Sayed Khalil, an Egyp-
tian youth who teaches Chinese 
at Cairo University, asked Liu 
about how challenging it was 

for her to become China’s first 
female astronaut and how she 
achieved her dream. “In fact, in 
every walk of life, there are out-
standing females dedicated to 
their positions. 

As long as we cherish our 
dreams, we will have power. As 
long as we aim high and work 
hard, we can unleash the po-
tential of our intelligence and 
realize our dreams,” Liu replied, 
thanking her family for support-
ing her in achieving her dream. 

Khalil, who has visited China 
three times, said she has been 
inspired by Liu who brings her 
hope that “women can accom-
plish a

 lot of things at the same 

time.” “The talk is actually very 
impressive,” Khalil told Xinhua. 
“If we have a goal in our life, we 
have to do our best and work 
hard until we reach it.”

The event in Cairo showed 
presentation videos on China’s 
development in space and the ef-
forts made by the China Manned 
Space Agency to achieve the 
current accomplishments. 

 Sherif Mohamed Sedky, CEO 
of the Egyptian Space Agency, 
hailed the advancement of Chi-
na in the field of space and high-
lighted China’s contribution to 
Egypt’s progress in the area.

 “We work together in design-
ing and carrying out satellites 
and we prepare together special 

labs for testing and assembling 
satellites. So there is big cooper-
ation between Egypt and China 
in the space field,” Sedky told 
Xinhua. 

“Egypt benefits a lot from 
this cooperation, through the 
exchange of expertise and the 
large laboratories that are cur-
rently being established in 
Egypt in light of the Egyptian-
Chinese cooperation,” he added, 
noting that such an event is an 
inspiring experience for Egyp-
tian youth.

Zhang Tao, Charge d’affaires 
of the Embassy of China in 
Egypt, said that the event is not 
only a cultural exchange activity 
but also a scientific and tech-
nological exchange and experi-
ment between China and Africa. 

“Exploring space is a common 
dream of mankind. Egypt is an 
important African country and 
its youth are looking forward to 
more opportunities to explore 
the mysteries of space. I think 
this event will help Egyptian 
young people to further un-
derstand the development of 
China’s aerospace technology,” 
Zhang told Xinhua. 

“China is willing to continue 
to work with Egypt to promote 
China-Africa space cooperation 
and make new positive contri-
butions to deepen China-Egypt 
strategic cooperation,” Zhang 
said.

		         Xinhua

Chinese astronauts talk from space with African youth

Wentian, the first lab module of 
China’s space station, was launched 
on July 24. So far, the space lab has 
been operating well and in-orbit ex-
periments have been carried out as 
planned.

A space growth experiment of thale 
cress and rice seeds was launched on 
July 29, and the plants are currently 
growing well. It marks the first time 
in the world that full-life-cycle culti-
vation of rice is conducted in a space 
station.

The experiment was conducted 
under the guidance of Zheng Huiq-
iong, a research fellow at the Center 
for Excellence in Molecular Plant Sci-
ences, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(CAS), and her team. 

It aims to explore how micrograv-
ity, the largest challenge for growing 
plants in space, affects and controls 

the regulation mechanism of flower-
ing, a key section of plant growth, so 
as to provide theoretical guidance 
for improving space planting tech-
nologies and space food production.

“The seedlings of thale cress have 
grown leaves. The rice seedlings have 
grown to some 30 centimeters high, 
and short-grain rice to 5-6 centime-
ters high,” said Zheng, adding that 
the seeds are in good condition.

The experiment is expected to 
complete a full-life-cycle “from seeds 
to seeds,” and during the process, 
astronauts will collect samples and 
then freeze and preserve them, be-
fore finally returning them to the 
ground for analysis.

It is learned that the focus of space 
growth research has been gradu-
ally shifted from seedling growth to 

seed production. So far, only a few 
crops have gone through full-life-

cycle cultivation “from seeds to 
seeds,” such as oilseed rape, wheat 
and peas.

Zheng hopes the first full-life-
cycle cultivation of rice in space 
can be completed and generate 
key environmental parameters. Be-
sides, she also hopes to analyze the 
molecular mechanisms of long-day 
plants and short-day plants’ flow-
ering in microgravity conditions.

Wentian is the second module 
and the first space lab of China’s 
space station. It houses many ex-
perimental cabinets for life sci-
ence and bioscience. 

Zhao Liping, chief designer of the 
Wentian lab module space applica-
tion system and researcher with 

the CAS Technology and Engineer-
ing Center for Space Utilization, 
said the experimental cabinets are 
in good condition and experiments 
have been carried out in an orderly 
manner.

The Wentian module offers great-
er space and more possibilities for 
researchers to conduct science ex-
periments in space.

The Wentian module, where 
plants can be cultivated for a lon-
ger time, makes it possible to grow 
rice in space, said Han Bin, CAS 
academician and director of the 
Center for Excellence in Molecular 
Plant Sciences, adding that the rice 
growth experiment in space will 
reveal how rice seeds grow in mi-
crogravity and confined environ-
ment.

		        People’s Daily

Plant growth experiment well underway in lab module Wentian of China’s space station

Former prime minister Boris 
Johnson apologized in 2019 for de-
scribing Muslim women wearing 
burqas as looking like letter boxes. 

The Conservatives have elected 
all three of Britain’s female prime 
ministers, Margaret Thatcher, The-
resa May and now Truss. The first 
lawmaker of Asian descent, Man-
cherjee Bhownaggree in 1895, also 
came from the Conservatives.

Johnson assembled the youngest 
and most ethnically diverse Cabinet 
in history when he elected prime 
minister in 2019. His three finance 
ministers included two men of 
South Asian origin and one of Kurd-
ish background. 

The changes followed a years-long 
effort by former leader and prime 
minister David Cameron.

When he took over in 2005, the 
party had just two ethnic minority 
members of parliament out of 196, 
and he set out to ensure that his 
party more closely resembled the 
modern Britain it hoped to lead.

The next year, Cameron intro-
duced a priority list of female and 
minority candidates to be selected, 

many for safe seats in the House of 
Commons. Truss was a beneficiary 
of this push.

“A key part of ensuring the 
strength and resilience of any 
group, including a political party, 
is the avoidance of everyone think-
ing and acting in the same way – 
the avoidance of group-think,” said 
James Arbuthnot, a member of the 
party board’s committee on candi-
dates when Cameron introduced 
the changes.

But Kwarteng has played down 
the significance of his ethnicity. He 
has said that, although he experi-
enced racist insults growing up in 
the eighties, he does not see himself 
as a symbol of anyone other than his 
constituents in Spelthorne, which 
borders London’s south-west sub-
urbs.

“I actually think that it’s not that 
much of a big deal,” he said after 
being appointed as the first Black 
Conservative front-bench minister. 
“I think once you’ve made the point, 
I don’t think it’s something that 
comes up that much.”

KIGALI
 
Africa’s policymakers and agriculture stakeholders need 

to devise urgent actions to build resilient food systems on the 
continent, officials said on Tuesday as the Africa Green Revo-
lution Forum 2022 opened in Kigali, Rwanda’s capital.

The event, one of the biggest forums for African agriculture, 
brought together leaders from governments, civil society, as 
well as farmers, experts, scientists and entrepreneurs. The 
summit is co-hosted by the Rwandan government and the Af-
rica Green Revolution Forum (AGRF) group of partners and 
will run until Friday. 

Rwandan Prime Minister Edouard Ngirente said while open-
ing the forum that this year’s summit’s theme highlighted the 
urgent need to build inclusive, sustainable and resilient food 
systems in the post-COVID period. 

 “While most countries are recovering from the global 
shock, our ability to get together more than ever is key in ad-
vancing food systems to ensure food security for our people. 
The current high food prices call for bold measures to improve 
our capabilities for sustainable food production and supply to 
markets. 

What we do now impacts tomorrow’s results,” he said.He 
called for increased investment in the strategic areas of the 
agricultural value chain such as reduction of post-harvest 
losses estimated at between 30 percent to 40 percent of to-
tal production in developing countries, use of fertilizers and 
improved seeds and adoption of smart agriculture as well as 
de-risking the sector.For this to be achieved there is a need to 
build a strong partnership between the public and private sec-
tors, Ngirente said.

Estimates of Africa’s investment needs to trigger and sustain 
agro-food transformation range from 40 billion U.S. dollars to 
77 billion U.S. dollars every year from the public sector, and up 
to 180 billion U.S. dollars in private sector funding, according 
to the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA). 

“The food systems transformation is key to economic trans-
formation; we need this now, anything short of this implies 
that Africa is likely to be the only hungry continent by 2027,” 
said Hailemariam Desalegn, former Ethiopian prime min-
ister, and chair of AGRF Partners Group, during his opening 
remarks. 

Noting that the cost of food is 42 percent higher on average 
since the shock of COVID-19 when the food crisis began, De-
salegn warned that the gains made in achieving food security 
are being eroded yet again due to climate change effects, par-
ticularly on the African continent. 

“The increasing burden on governments and farmers calls 
for urgent and bold actions to be taken. We are in a time when 
we need urgent action because every minute when we don’t 
take action, at least an adult, two children and two women fall 
below the poverty line due to hunger and malnutrition,” De-
salegn said. 

“We can’t afford to wait, we need bold actions because the 
challenges we are facing require stronger and innovative 
leadership which delivers results.” Geraldine Mukeshimana, 
Rwandan minister of Agriculture, called for actionable plans 
to get the continent out of the present food crisis and develop 
resilience for future survival.  

					             Xinhua

Africa urged to devise urgent actions 
to address continent’s food insecurity

VLADIVOSTOK

Russia and Myanmar signed a roadmap for cooperation 
on peaceful use of nuclear energy for 2022-2023, the press 
service of Russian nuclear corporation Rosatom reported 
on Tuesday.

The parties to the agreement are Rosatom and the Min-
istry of Science and Technology together with the Ministry 
of Electric Power of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

The signing ceremony took place at the Eastern Econom-
ic Forum.

According to Rosatom press service, the document was 
signed by Rosatom Director General Alexey Likhachev, 
Union Minister of Science and Technology of Myanmar 
Myo Thein Kyaw and Union Minister of Electric Power of 
Myanmar Thaung Han in the presence of the Chairman of 
the State Administrative Council, Prime Minister of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar, Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing.

“The Roadmap fixes the defined steps for further Rus-
sian-Myanmar cooperation in nuclear sphere. In particular 
the document provides for the expanding of bilateral legal 
framework, possibility of implementing a small modular 
reactors project in Myanmar, as well as personnel training 
and work related to the improvement of public acceptance 
of nuclear energy in Myanmar,” the press service says.

Organized by the Roscongress Foundation, the Seventh 
Eastern Economic Forum will be running from September 
5 to September 8 in Vladivostok. TASS is the event’s general 
information partner and its official photohost agency. This 
year, the theme of the forum is: “On the Path to a Multipolar 
World.”.

Russia and Myanmar sign roadmap on 
nuclear cooperation at EEF — Rosatom 

This combination of pictures created on Sept 6, 2022 shows (from top L to down R) 
Britain’s new Home Secretary Suella Braverman, Britain’s Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly, Britain’s new Health Secretary Therese Coffey and Britain’s new Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Kwasi Kwarteng leaving 10 Downing Street after a meeting with Britain’s 
new Prime Minister Liz Truss in central London. AFP

A Long March-5B Y3 carrier rocket, carrying Wentian lab module, blasts off from the 
Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site in south China’s Hainan province, July 24, 2022. (Photo 
by Weng Qiyu/People’s Daily Online)
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world   news

KYIV

President Vladimir Putin said 
yesterday he wanted to discuss re-
opening a UN-brokered deal that al-
lows Ukraine to export its grain via 
the Black Sea after accusing Kyiv and 
the West of using it to deceive devel-
oping countries and Russia.

Putin’s criticism, which alleged that 
the deal was delivering grain, fertilis-
er and other foodstuffs to the Europe-
an Union and Türkiye at the expense 
of poor countries, is likely to raise 
fears that the pact could unravel if it 
cannot be successfully renegotiated.

Ukraine, whose ports had been 
blockaded by Russia since the latter 
launched a special military opera-
tion in February, said the terms of the 
agreement were being strictly ob-
served and there were no grounds to 
renegotiate it. 

The agreement, facilitated by the 
United Nations and Türkiye in July, 
created a protected export corridor 
via the Black Sea for Ukrainian grain 
after Kyiv lost access to its main ex-
port route when Russia attacked 
Ukraine via land, air and sea.

The agreement, designed to help 
ease global food prices by increas-
ing supplies of grain and oilseeds, 
has been the only diplomatic break-
through between Moscow and Kyiv in 
more than six months of war.

Moscow said at the time that one 
of the main reasons it signed the deal 
was because it wanted to help devel-
oping countries stave off food short-
ages.

Putin said yesterday that Ukraine 
and the West were not honouring its 
terms and that most of the grain was 
going to the EU, not to poorer coun-
tries, something the Russian leader 
said would have to change if what he 
called an “unprecedented humani-
tarian catastrophe” was to be averted.

“I met with the leaders of the Afri-
can Union, with the leaders of African 
countries, and promised them that 
we would do everything to ensure 
their interests and facilitate the ex-
port of Ukrainian grain,” Putin told an 
economic forum in Russia’s Far East 
region.

But if shipments to Türkiye as an 
intermediary country were exclud-
ed he said that only two out of 87 
shipments had fallen under the UN 

Putin for review of Ukraine grain deal, accuses West of deception

World Food Programme, representing just 
60,000 tonnes or 3 percent of the total 2 
million tonnes exported so far.

“We are honoring the agreements. (But) 
it turns out....that they (the West) have just 
royally screwed us over and not just us but 
the poorest countries whose interests were 
the pretext for doing all this.”

There were roughly 70 ships stranded 
in Ukraine when Russia started the special 
military operation in Ukraine in February, 
some of which had already been loaded 
with grain, with contracts already signed. 
Some of those contracted cargoes have 
been the first to move.

 Putin spoke about possibly restricting 
grain and food exports to the EU and prom-
ised to discuss the matter with Turkish Pres-
ident Tayyip Erdogan, who helped broker 
the original deal.

Other complaints
A Ukrainian presidential adviser respond-

ed by saying that Russia had no grounds 
to review the landmark pact and that the 
terms of the wartime agreement were being 
strictly observed.

“I believe that such unexpected and 
groundless statements rather indicate an at-
tempt to find new aggressive talking points 
to influence global public opinion and, 

above all, put pressure on the United Na-
tions,” said Mykhailo Podolyak, the adviser.

Ukraine hopes to export 60 million tonnes 
of grain in eight to nine months, presidential 
economic adviser Oleh Ustenko said in July, 
cautioning that those exports could take up 
to 24 months if ports do not function prop-
erly.

According to the UN, 88 ships have sailed 
or are due to sail from Ukraine under the 
deal so far, and of those two have been World 
Food Programme ships – one of which went 
to Djibouti, the other to Yemen.

Of those 88 ships, the most grain – 368,407 
tonnes – has gone or is due to go to Türkiye. 
Around 757,697 tonnes in total is listed as go-
ing to EU members though some shipments 
are also going to other countries including 
China, India, Iran, Egypt and Sudan.

Putin complained that another part of the 
deal meant to ease restrictions for Russian 
food exporters and shippers was not being 
implemented either.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
cast doubt on the deal too a day earlier, ac-
cusing Western states of failing to honour re-
ciprocal pledges to help facilitate Moscow’s 
shipments. read more

Ukrainian battlefield success?
Ukrainian officials meanwhile remained 

Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking during a plenary session at the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, 
Russia, yesterday. AP

guarded about how a coun-
ter offensive on the battle-
field was faring.

Luhansk region Governor 
Serhiy Gaidai told Ukrai-
nian television, without giv-
ing locations, that a “coun-
ter-attack is underway and 
... our forces are enjoying 
some success. Let’s leave it 
at that”.

But an official with the 
pro-Moscow Donetsk Peo-
ple’s Republic on Tuesday 
offered more detail and 
said there was fighting at 
Balakliia, an eastern town 
of 27,000 people that lies 
between Kharkiv and Rus-
sian-held Izyum, a city with 
a major railway hub used by 
Moscow to supply its forces.

Russia says it has repelled 
an assault in the south and 
has not reported any terri-
torial losses.

Reuters was unable to 
independently verify those 
battlefield accounts.

		  Agencies

Park Joon-yung, who served 
as the Governor of South Ko-
rea’s South Jeolla province be-
tween 2004 and 2014, recently 
received an interview with Peo-
ple’s Daily in Seoul, capital of 
South Korea, during which he 
shared his exchanges with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

“In 2005, the second year of 
me acting as the Governor of 
South Jeolla province, I met with 
Xi, who was serving as the Party 
chief of China’s Zhejiang prov-
ince. Having a profound knowl-
edge of the history of South Ko-
rea-China friendship, he quoted 
from a number of sources in our 
talk and stressed that to strive 
for a wealthy life for the peo-
ple and social harmony was the 
correct direction for the future 
development of Northeast Asia. 
I was deeply impressed by his 
remarks,” Park recalled, adding 
that the Chinese leader demon-
strated a great foresight on re-
gional issues.

In July 2014, Xi paid a state 
visit to South Korea as the Chi-
nese President and delivered an 
important speech titled “Jointly 
Create a Beautiful Future of 
China-ROK Cooperation and 
Accomplish the Great Cause of 
Asia’s Revitalization and Pros-
perity” at Seoul National Univer-
sity. Park was there and listened 
to the speech.

“President Xi greeted the stu-
dents and faculty in Korean, 
which triggered warm applause 
and brought him closer to the 
South Korean public. In the 
speech, he cited many stories of 
friendship between the Chinese 
and South Korean peoples, strik-
ing a chord with the audience,” 
Park said.

President Xi stressed that 
China is willing to be a partner 
of South Korea to achieve com-
mon development, be commit-
ted to regional peace, join hands 

‘Xi always puts people in highest place’

Then Vice Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with then Governor of South Korea’s South Jeolla province Park Joon-yung, also then presi-
dent of the South Korea’s Governors’ Association, at the Great Hall of the People, April 19, 2012. (Photo courtesy of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of China)

GENEVA/MOGADISHU

Hundreds of children have died 
in nutrition centers across Somalia, 
the UN children’s agency (UNICEF) 
said on Tuesday, a day after the global 
body warned that parts of the coun-
try will be hit by famine in coming 
months.

An official in one Somali region 
described famished people walking 
long distances with children on their 
shoulders to escape from drought and 
violence inflicted by Al Shabaab mili-
tants. Some children died along the 
way. 

The Horn of Africa region is facing 
a fifth consecutive failed rainy sea-
son. A 2011 famine in Somalia claimed 
more than a quarter of a million lives, 
most of them children. 

“Some 730 children have been re-
ported to have died in food and nu-
trition centers across the country 
between January and July this year 
but the numbers could be more as 
many deaths go unreported,” UNICEF 
Somalia representative Wafaa Saeed 
told a Geneva news briefing.

The centers are for children with 
severe acute malnutrition as well as 
illnesses such as measles, cholera or 
malaria and offer a snapshot of the 
situation across the country.

Parts of Somalia will be hit by fam-
ine between October and December 
as a drought worsens and global food 
prices surge, the United Nations said 
on Monday.

US national security adviser Jake 
Sullivan said the United States was 
“gravely concerned by this dire pro-
jection and the significant scale of 
need throughout the country and re-
gion.”

Sullivan urged for additional help 
for Somalia from the international 
community.

Ahmed Shire, information minis-

ter for the state of Glamudug, north 
of the capital Mogadishu, said 210 
people had died from malnutrition in 
recent months.

“Al Shabaab burnt five towns com-
pletely, burning even the wells to 
ashes,” he told Reuters. “These people 
were struggling with the drought that 
killed half of their animals. Al Shabaab 
looted the remaining animals.” 

Shire said roughly 1,000 families, 
each with at least seven children, had 
fled the area on foot and could not be 
rescued because of the threat of at-
tacks. 

Al Shabaab, an Islamist group 
linked to al Qaeda, has been attacking 
military and civilian targets for more 
than a decade.

UNICEF said disease outbreaks 
were increasing among children, with 
around 13,000 suspected measles cas-
es reported in recent months of which 
78 percent were children under five.

Faduma Abdiqadir Warsame, who 
manages nine camps for displaced 
people on the outskirts of Mogadishu, 
said her team had buried 115 children 
and elderly people in the past three 
months.

“The thousands of families who re-
main are just skeletons. If not immedi-
ately helped they will follow suit,” she 
said, adding that most people were 
too poor to afford a proper burial.

“Children are buried like garbage 
in the alleys and along the walls,” she 
said.

 Financial aid for Somalia has in-
creased recently and the United Na-
tions’ $1.46 billion appeal is now 
67 percent funded. But aid officials 
warned that more was needed.

“We are going to be witnessing the 
death of children on an unimaginable 
scale if we don’t act fast,” said Audrey 
Crawford, Somalia’s country director 
at the Danish Refugee Council.

			   Agencies

UN: Over 700 children have died 
in Somalia nutrition centres

KAMPALA

In a quiet neighborhood in Makin-
dye, a suburb of Kampala, the Ugan-
dan capital, seamstresses are busy 
making school bags that may redefine 
classroom furniture.

In the sewing room, a former car 
garage, some bags in different colors 
are on display. Arnold Mugagga, a 
Ugandan innovator and team leader at 
Zetu Africa, a design-based social en-
terprise, is the brain behind the school 
bag (SeatPack) that morphs into a 
classroom chair. 

In rural Uganda, many children 
study under trees and some sit on the 
floor of their classrooms because their 
schools cannot afford desks. The Unit-
ed Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
says that research shows school furni-
ture is too often unavailable in Africa, 
and when available, it may be poorly 
designed, inappropriately sized for a 
student’s age, or disproportionately 
expensive.

Mugagga told Xinhua in a recent 
interview that his team back in 2016 
perceived the idea of making a Seat-
Pack to address the school furniture 
problem. 

While his colleagues moved on, he 
persisted to ensure the SeatPack is de-
veloped in an effort to ease the learn-
ing of children especially those in re-
mote areas.”We are stuck with desks, it 
is large, expensive to make and expen-
sive to move, and so we took the func-
tions that a desk provides, seating and 
writing, we put these functions inside 
a bag,” Mugagga said. 

The pack is made out of locally 
sourced materials: canvass, bamboo 
and a board. The bag is made out of 
canvass, then a seat is made out of 
bamboo and canvass and a board 
which is a writing surface to help the 
children read and write in a more 
comfortable way.

Mugagga said in comparison with 
the traditional desks, which require a 
lot of timber to make, bulky and ex-
pensive, the SeatPack is affordable and 
environmentally friendly. 

Bamboo is used to make the Seat-
Pack as opposed to timber which in-
volves cutting a lot of trees in a world 
that is striving to protect the environ-
ment. 

“With the current lack, over 95 mil-
lion children (in Africa) are going to 
school without a place to sit or write, 
the largest reason is cost of furniture, 
which is timber,” he said. “The Seat-

Pack avails every child a school bag 
and when they arrive at class, the child 
arrives with their classroom furniture. 
So the child’s presence is already a 
classroom, they do not need a tree to 
go down for them to become a class-
room, this is the gap the SeatPack fills.”

Some schools in the northwestern 
Ugandan district of Arua have started 
using the innovation. 

“I like this bag because it keeps my 
books, mathematical set and other 
items very well,” Kevin Amony, a pu-
pil of Abiki Primary School, told Daily 
Monitor, a local newspaper. “It also has 
everything that I need like the seat and 
slate. It is not very heavy. It is better 
than the previous bags that I carried 
to school.” 

Drani Ronald Bileah, the Arua Dis-
trict senior education officer, said 
the SeatPacks will be cost-effective in 
terms of affordability.

 “A traditional wooden desk costs 
260,000 shillings (about 70 U.S. dol-
lars) and with this amount, you could 
procure four SeatPacks, which serve 
more purposes than just sitting,” Bile-
ah told the Daily Monitor.

 Mugagga said Zetu Africa in part-
nership with other organizations is on 
a popularization campaign that will 
see 10,000 SeatPacks distributed to 
10,000 school-going children by the 
end of this year.

   The SeatPack team won the UNI-
CEF Uganda Innovation Fund Chal-
lenge competition and was awarded 
about 21,000 dollars in prize money. 

Mugagga is hopeful that the Seat-
Pack innovation will be adopted be-
yond the Ugandan borders and across 
Africa, where the availability of school 
furniture is a challenge. 

			   Xinhua

Ugandan innovator makes 
affordable, green school bags

to revitalize Asia and promote world prosper-
ity, Park noted, adding that the Chinese Presi-
dent has charted the course for the develop-
ment of China-South Korea relations.

The 75-year-old South Korean highly agrees 
with Xi’s governance philosophy. “President 
Xi is a leader that came from the people. He 
always puts the people in the highest place,” 
Park said.

During the interview, Park specifically 
spoke of the younger years of the Chinese 
President. “He did almost every work that was 
exhausting when he was dispatched to north-
ern Shaanxi province under a campaign that 
saw tens of millions of urban educated youth 
live and work in the countryside. It was this 
hardship that made him extremely responsi-
ble for the people,” Park told People’s Daily.

Park said that Xi mentioned the life of the 
Chinese people in all conversations they had. 
“President Xi is quite concerned with farm-
ers and migrant workers, and he asked me 
about South Korea’s issues and experienc-
es in this regard,” Park noted.

As the leader of the Chinese people, Presi-
dent Xi always bears in mind the welfare of 

the Chinese people, Park said, adding that 
both the efforts made to promote common 
prosperity and the firm resolution to fight 
corruption reflect the Chinese President’s 
people-centered development philosophy.

“President Xi’s original aspiration to 
seek happiness for the people has never 
changed,” Park said.

Park believes that the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative and the concept of building a com-
munity with a shared future for mankind 
proposed by President Xi mirror China’s fu-
ture-oriented broad vision and the country’s 
pursuit of peaceful development.

Under the current circumstances, no 
country is able to deal with challenges 
alone, and common prosperity remains a 
foundation for long-term peace and stabil-
ity.

“President Xi has contributed Chinese 
wisdom and plans to tackling the common 
issues facing mankind,” Park said.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic ties between 
China and South Korea. Under joint efforts, 
the two countries have enjoyed rapid devel-

opment of bilateral rela-
tions, becoming strategic 
cooperative partners.

“South Korea-China 
friendship is in line with 
the fundamental interests 
of the two countries and 
their peoples. The mutual 
assistance offered to each 
other by the two countries 
to tide over difficulties 
amid COVID-19 exactly il-
lustrated their valuable 
friendship. I hope that as 
they celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of their diplo-
matic relations and under 
the guidance of the heads 
of state of the two coun-
tries, South Korea-China 
relations can develop bet-
ter and faster, and con-
stantly step onto new lev-
els,” Park said.

People’s Daily

A traditional wooden 
desk costs 260,000 
shillings (about 70 
U.S. dollars) and with 
this amount, you could 
procure four SeatPacks, 
which serve more 
purposes than just 
sitting
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 Rethinking needed in TFF to rebuild 
Taifa Stars after its Uganda debacle 

 By Correspondent John Kimbute

A
CRIMONIOUS post-
mortem sessions were 
being conducted at 
the start of the week in 

the wake of the 3-0 defeat of Taifa 
Stars at the hands of the Uganda 
Cranes in the qualification run for 
the African Nations Championship 
(CHAN), a soccer showpiece 
designed for home-based players.

This was the tournament in 
which Tanzania saw itself as being 
in a position to make a difference, 
as there used to be little difference 
with the full national side when 
either one or two players were 
being added to the full side.

It used to be Mbwana Samatta, 
Simon Msuva, and Thomas 
Ulimwengu slid out a bit earlier.

This advantage, all the same, is 
only visible if at the early stages 
the national side encounters fairly 
weak national sides with whom it 
stands a good chance of showing 
its abilities effectively.

When it runs into a strong side 
at the early stages, chances of its 
weaknesses being laid out for all 
to see are much higher, in like 
manner as local club champions 
hit into the Nigerian champions 
at the preliminary stages. They in 
addition had problems registering 
some players.

Much the same thing was visible 
in the 3-0 rout in the fact that 
Uganda is a good side regionally, 
and traditionally competes with 
Kenya for the old East African 
Challenge Cup, which Tanzania 
used to win once in a decade. 

Tanzania has been able to 
make a difference at the club 
championship level as here it 
depends on the sporting culture 
and amounts of cash available for 
individual clubs.

When it comes to such funds, 
which add up to speculative 

capital (areas with unstructured 
modes of earning a profit) soccer 
in Tanzania benefits from its 
countrywide arch-rivalry.

In other words, the soccer 
mood in Tanzania is a mixture of 
imagining big things given the fact 
that our leading clubs often click 
in continental football, and our 
national sides at times do so.

It is short of realism in the fact 
that it sets virtually unreachable 
goals and makes it a condition of 
employing the coach via a written 
commitment that he will take the 
club to those heights.

How do we task a coach to 
reach the semi-finals of the 
CAF Champions League with 
players failing in top African 
championship clubs like Wydad 
Athletic Club or Cairo Al Ahly? Just 
how?

After Taifa Stars slipped up in a 
game they dominated at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium, alias ‘Lupaso’, it 
was a matter of checking with the 
coach if the side has the potential 
to turn the tables - as it has once 
or twice happened with the club 
championships.

The coach appeared noticeably 
skeptical, figuring out how 
the visitors excelled in all 
departments, and there is no time 
to iron out a national side that can 
change the face of things in all 
departments - in which case he 
earned the sack. We picked a new 
bench that says ‘yes we can!’

As this bit of data is getting to be 
a little rusty at present, the issue is 
who is in a position to conduct the 
necessary rebuilding of the side 
to make it competitive in future 
competition, soon enough.

Discussion is not being directed 
on that aspect but whether we 
can blame ‘the coach,’ taking it 
for granted that there have been 
changes in the national team 
technical bench, quite simply.

There is a kind of satisfaction 
with that experimental bench put 
together in a hurry, discussants 
forget that it was an emergency 
bench created out of TFF 
impatience and a degree of 
victimization.

The question is whether Taifa 
Stars needs to live with a quite 
visible structural shortcoming 

in the technical bench simply 
because we (via TFF) have 
expressed a modicum of 
confidence in their abilities, and 
trusted in their ability to bring 
about a miracle at St Mary’s 
Stadium in Kampala. 

Regrettable as this belief was, it 
is now relevant to eat our pride, 
entrusting the team to a person 
who is in a position to change or 
mould it in the direction required 
to obtain results, quickly so.

What the pundits seemed 
to agree on in discussing the 
structural weaknesses of the 
senior national side was the 
relative inability to follow up on 
good players in the national U-17 
side, letting them scatter after a 
tournament.

They have different and 
uncoordinated experiences 
whereas if they were either being 
brought together or sponsored 
outside the country, they 
would gain excellent exposure, 
enhancing their abilities.

Even if they do not get teams 
outside, they form an excellent 
starting point to rebuild a good 
national side when the U-17 youths 
are not left to the four winds.

Poulsen is the best person to do 
the job, having plenty of personal 
confidence of those players and 
even the contacts need to sponsor 
them outside, definitely with some 
local contribution for instance 
as regards air tickets and some 
backup allowances for families, 
etc.

This way we can develop youths’ 
abilities at a higher level, from 
U-17 prowess to foreign exposure 
and possible recruitment later in 
Premier League sides.

They may not win either CHAN 
or Africa Nations Cup but give a 
change to those who deserve it 
like our perennial tormentors on 
the northwest border, et al.

Former Tanzania’s senior national soccer squad ‘Taifa Stars’ head coach, Kim 
Poulsen. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA 

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIAN swimming referee Noel 
Kiunsi returned home early this week 
after operating as one of the officials of 
the just-ended eighth edition of the FINA 
World Junior Swimming Championships 
that took place in Peru.

Kiunsi said there is a huge difference 
between swimming in his country and 
other developed nations, adding he 
will impart the knowledge he learned 
in the tournament to local referees and 
coaches.

The official noted: “There is are huge 
difference between our swimming 
level and developed countries’ level in 
terms of facilities, financial, and human 
resources.”

Kiunsi pointed out: “They have high-
quality electronic pools which support 
a lot of technology, a big event of such 
magnitude will make children love the 
game.”

“Loving the game will also motivate 
the country to love the game, this means 
the swimmers’ performance will reflect 
the kind of investment made in the 
sport’s infrastructure in general,” the 
leader said.

“Once I return, I will meet Tanzania 
swimming coaches and officials to see 
what to do.”

The official revealed: “I will share 
my experiences I got during the 
eighth FINA World Junior Swimming 
Championships, of course, there is a 
lot to share especially the technical 
officials’ roles in making swimming a 
good sport.”

 “I will start at the coming Federation 
of East Africa Secondary Schools Sports 
Associations (FEASSA) Games which 
will be held in Arusha this month, 

the organizers have invited me to the 
event,” he said.

 He advised that for the sport to 
grow in the country there is a need for 
parents to allow their children to learn 
to swim, especially in regions that have 
swimming pools.

 The leader disclosed: ‘”All 
stakeholders such as government, the 
business community, schools, and 
individuals ought to rethink the kind of 
investment they make in swimming and 
also include the game in the curriculum 
as this will necessitate swimming 
infrastructure to be built.”

Kiunsi is a Principal Sports Tutor at 
the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM), 
he was among three African referees 
selected to officiate in FINA World 
Junior Swimming Championships.

The leader had earlier said he was 
feeling good for UDSM, Tanzania 
Swimming Association (TSA), the 
country, the continent, and the world 
following his selection for the duty.

Kiunsi that studied international 
coaching in swimming at Semmelweis 
University in Budapest, Hungary is 
on the latest list of FINA officials with 
the capacity to officiate in any level of 
swimming championships including the 
Olympics. 

Other local swimming officials on the 
FINA’s latest list with capabilities and 
eligibility like Kiunsi are Frank Lussawa 
and Jeremiah Keema.

The Peru Championships was the 
second for Kiunsi to officiate at the FINA 
championships.

The official first officiated the 
12th edition of the FINA World 
Championships which were held in the 
United Arab Emirates in 2010.

Dar swimming 
official hails FINA 
Junior Swimming 
Championships  

Geita Gold FC’s squad for 2022/23 
CAF Confederation Cup confirmed

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

GEITA Gold FC’s squad for the 
2022/23 CAF Confederation Cup 
has been confirmed ahead of their 
opening match against South Su-
dan’s side Hilal Al Sahil in Dar es Sa-
laam on Sunday.

With the competition set to get 
underway, Tanzania Football Fed-
eration has now released the full 
33-man squad list that Geita Gold 
FC submitted to the Confederation 
of African Football for the competi-
tion.

The list comprises 30 first-team 
players and three prospects from 
the U-20 side.

New signings Miraji Athuman, Se-
lemani Ibrahim, Ramadhan Chom-
bo, Mac Arthur Arakaza, Yahya 
Mbegu, and George Wawa have all 
made the squad for the upcoming 
campaign.

However, there is no place for 
Burundian international Said Ntiba-
zonkiza who was a late arrival fol-
lowing his departure from Yanga.

Last season, Geita Gold FC earned 
a promotion to the top flight for the 
first time in their history and went 
on to finish fourth behind Yanga, 
Simba SC, and Azam FC to earn a 
historic ticket to represent Tanzania 

Noel Kiunsi

Geita Gold FC players warm up ahead of a recent NBC Premier League tie that took 
place in Geita.

Mainland in the CAF Confederation 
Cup.

Apart from Geita Gold FC, Main-
land Tanzania will be represented 
by Azam in the 2022/23 CAF Con-
federation Cup.

However, Azam FC is among 14 
clubs that were exempted from the 
first preliminary round and they 

will enter the competition in the 
next round where they will face the 
aggregate winners of the first pre-
liminary round tie between Libya’s 
Al Akher and Sudan’s Al Ahli Khar-
toum.

The matches of the second round 
of the qualifiers will take place at 
the start of October, with the ag-

gregate winners qualifying for 
the group stages playoff and 
confronting teams that have 
dropped from the second round 
of the CAF Champions League.

For their first international as-
signment, Geita Gold FC will use 
the Azam Complex Stadium at 
Chamazi in Dar es Salaam as their 
home ground in the 2022/23 CAF 
Confederation Cup games.

Geita Gold FC squad:
Goalkeepers:  Mac Arthur Ara-

kaza, Kelvin Kayego, Samson Se-
busebu, Constantine Deusdetih

Defenders: Amos Kadikilo, 
Bakari Hussein, Yahya Mbegu, 
George Wawa, Shawn Oduro, Ra-
madhan Haruna Shamte, Geof-
frey Balugu Manyasi, Jonathan 
Mwaibindi, Adeyoun Saleh, Jona-
than Ulaya, Alphonce Alphonce, 
Oscar Masai, Kelvin Yondani

Midfielders: Ramadhan Chom-
bo, Selemani Ibrahim, Deusde-
dith Okoyo, Geoffrey Luzendaze, 
Juma Mahadhi, Miraji Athumani, 
Kelvin Nashon, Raymond Masota, 
Yusuph Kagoma, Offen Chikola  

Forwards: George Mpole, Ed-
mund John, Eric Yema, Daniel 
Lyanga

 By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

 
TANZANIA’s athletes have started 

the ongoing Southern Africa 
Regional Police Chiefs Cooperation 
Organization (SARPCCO) Games, 
which are taking place at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam, on 
a high note. 

The hosts’ athletics team’s head 
coach, Rogath Stephen, said the 11th 

edition of the SARPCCO Games has so 
far witnessed local athletes scooping 
28 medals.

He said so far local athletes have 
scooped 13 gold medals, six silver 
medals, and nine bronze medals.

The coach said local athlete, Grace 
Jackson, has won medals in 800m, 
1500m, and 10,000m races, whereas 
Simon Msojo, and Fabian Nelson won 
medals in 800m.

Bazil John excelled in the men’s 
1500m race, Mohammed Mohammed 
won a medal in javelin, and Samir 
Mbaraka won medals in shot put.

Stephen said he expects his squad’s 
number of medals to increase as 
there are cross-country and 21km 
events which are scheduled for next 
week.

The tactician stated: “We expect to 
win more medals, so far, we are happy 

with our athletes’ performance in the 
games, we have won 13 gold medals, 
nine bronze medals, and six medals.”

“I’m happy that the team is doing 
well, this has come about because 
of our good preparations before the 
games,” he said.

He mentioned athletes who will 
compete in the men’s 21km race as 
Basil John, Faraja Lazaro, Joseph 
Panga, Emmanuel Gadiye, Josephat 

Mwita, and Samson Kahama.
Athletes that will represent the 

country in the women’s 21km race are 
Transfora Mussa, Hamida Nassoro, 
Grace Charles, Mayseline Mbua, and 
Asha Salum.

Others sporting disciplines held 
in the games are football, netball, 
volleyball, basketball, and others.

The SARPCCO Games were formed 
in 1995 in Zimbabwe, they have 

firmly established themselves as a 
benchmark for international police 
cooperation. 

The games are meant to create 
a platform for police officers from 
the region to engage in fruitful 
interaction, sharing ideas on policing 
traditions and fostering regional 
friendships, understanding, and 
cooperation through sports.

Dar runners shine in 2022 SARPCCO Games
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 LEIPZIG, Germany

DOMENICO Tedesco was fired by German side RB 
Leipzig on Wednesday, a day after a 4-1 home thrashing 
by Ukraine’s Shakhtar Donetsk in their opening Champi-
ons League group match.

It comes months after he led them to German Cup suc-
cess but a dreadful start to their league campaign has 
yielded five points from five matches in the Bundesliga.

“RB Leipzig have parted company with Domenico Te-
desco with immediate effect,” the club tweeted.

Even before Tuesday’s humiliation, there were ru-
mours that Leipzig had lined up former Borussia Dort-
mund coach Marco Rose.

The Leipzig-born Rose won two Austrian titles with sis-
ter club Red Bull Salzburg.

Italy-born Tedesco, 36, only took over last December 
when Leipzig sacked American Jesse Marsch after a poor 
run of results which left them 11th in the table, seven 
points off Champions League qualification.

Tedesco turned their fortunes around, guiding them 
to a Champions League spot, the Europa League semi-fi-
nals and their maiden domestic trophy, beating Freiburg 
on penalties in the German Cup final.

However, a 4-0 defeat away at Eintracht Frankfurt on 
Saturday and the Shakhtar result proved to be the break-
ing point.

Leipzig, who spent big in the summer bringing in for-
mer Chelsea striker Timo Werner, had been tipped to 
challenge for the title.

Leipzig CEO Oliver Mintzlaff said on Wednesday the 
“decision to release Domenico Tedesco was very difficult 
for us.”

“We played a successful second half of the season with 
Domenico last year.

“We won our first major title with the DFB Cup and 
thus played the most successful season in our young 
club’s history.

“We came to the conclusion that we need new impe-
tus.

“We regret that we are now parting ways and would 
like to expressly thank Domenico Tedesco and his team 
for a job well done.”

AFP

RB Leipzig sack 
coach Tedesco after 
Shakhtar thrashing

Chelsea sack Thomas Tuchel as manager after poor start to season
 LONDON

CHELSEA’s new owners 
have sacked head coach 
Thomas Tuchel just three 
months after completing 
their takeover of the club.

Tuchel’s 100th and final 
game in charge of Chelsea 
was Tuesday’s 1-0 Champi-
ons League defeat at Din-
amo Zagreb  and sourc-
es have told ESPN that 
Tuchel, 49, was informed 
of the decision on Wednes-
day morning.

 A consortium led by L.A. 
Dodgers co-owner Todd 
Boehly and Clearlake Capi-
tal acquired the club from 
Roman Abramovich at the 
end of May and oversaw 
a record-spend in a single 
window for Chelsea of 
more than £250 million on 
nine players.

However, sources have 
told ESPN that relations be-
tween Boehly and Tuchel 
became strained over 
the club’s transfer strat-
egy, while further concerns 
over the team’s substan-
dard start to the season 
prompted the ownership 
to act.

Members of the club’s 
backroom staff will take 
interim charge, possibly 
also for Saturday’s Premier 
League trip to  Fulham, 
as the search begins for 
Tuchel’s replacement.

A club statement read: 
“On behalf of everyone at 
Chelsea FC, the club would 
like to place on record its 
gratitude to Thomas and 
his staff for all their efforts 
during their time with the 
club. Thomas will rightly 
have a place in Chelsea’s 
history after winning the 
Champions League, the 
Super Cup and Club World 
Cup in his time here.

“As the new ownership 
group reaches 100 days 
since taking over the club, 
and as it continues its hard 
work to take the club for-
ward, the new owners be-

lieve it is the right time to 
make this transition.

“Chelsea’s coaching staff 
will take charge of the team 
for training and the prepa-
ration of our upcoming 
matches as the club moves 
swiftly to appoint a new 
head coach.

“There will be no fur-
ther comment until a new 
head coach appointment is 
made.”

Tuchel was appointed as 
Frank Lampard’s successor 
in January 2021 and guided 
Chelsea to their second 
Champions League crown 
in May that year.

In February, he led Chel-
sea to the only trophy pre-
viously to elude Abramov-
ich during his 19-year 
tenure, the Club World 
Cup, with victory over Pal-
meiras in Abu Dhabi.

However, Tuchel then 
came under intense pres-
sure as the public face of 
the club as Abramovich 
was effectively forced into 
selling Chelsea after the 
U.K. government imposed 
sanctions relating to his 
alleged ties to Russia presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Tuchel steered the club 
through a difficult period 
on the pitch as the Boehly/
Clearlake consortium ne-
gotiated their purchase of 
the club.

However, disagree-
ments emerged over the 
club’s transfer strategy and 
sources have suggested 
Boehly became concerned 
that Tuchel’s messages 
were not getting through to 
the players, many of whom 
had become frustrated at 
his approach.

Tuesday’s defeat in Za-
greb was their third con-
secutive away loss, the first 
time that had happened 
under Tuchel, while the 
club lie sixth in the Pre-
mier League having won 
three of their opening six 
matches.

Speaking after losing 

Mbappé, Haaland shine in Champions League, Benzema injured

Juventus’ Juan Cuadrado, left, duels for the ball with PSG’s Kylian Mbappe during the Champions 
League soccer match Group H at the Parc des Princes stadium, in Paris, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2022. (AP 
Photo)

 By MATTIAS KARÉN

K
YLIAN Mbappé 
and Erling Haa-
land took their 
high-flying scor-

ing acts into Europe as 
the Champions League re-
turned on Tuesday, while 
last season’s standout star 
Karim Benzema limped 
off with an injury after less 
than 30 minutes.

Mbappé and Haaland 
both netted two goals as 
their respective clubs Paris 
Saint Germain and Man-
chester City began their 
European campaigns with 
victories, underlining just 
why those two teams are 
again among the favorites 
for the title.

Real Madrid’s chances of 
defending its crown prob-
ably depend largely on 
having a fully fit Benzema, 
but the France forward 
had to come off with an ap-
parent knee injury in the 
30th minute against Celtic. 
Second-half goals from 
Vinícius Júnior, Luka Mo-
dric and Eden Hazard still 
secured a 3-0 win for the 
Spanish giant in Glasgow.

Benzema was in a league 
of his own in the competi-
tion last season, netting 15 
goals in 12 games to lead 
Madrid to the title. But 
Mbappé and Haaland look 
ready to challenge the 
Frenchman for the status 
of Europe’s top striker as 
they try to lead their clubs 
to an elusive first Champi-
ons League title.

The 23-year-old Mbappé, 
who has seven goals in five 
league games so far, scored 

his double in the first 22 
minutes of a 2-1 home win 
over Juventus to become 
the youngest player to 
reach 35 goals in the com-
petition — beating the mark 
held by teammate Lionel 
Messi. 

The 22-year-old Haaland 
has 25 goals in 20 Champi-
ons League games — also a 
record — after scoring once 
in each half of Man City’s 
4-0 win at Sevilla. The Nor-
way striker, who has 10 
goals in six Premier League 
games this season, has now 
netted on his Champions 
League debut for three 
clubs — Salzburg, Borussia 
Dortmund and City.

Also, Dinamo Zagreb 
upset Chelsea 1-0 at home 
while Serie A champion AC 
Milan was held to a 1-1 draw 
at Salzburg.

 MBAPPÉ SINKS JUVE
Mbappé’s opening goal 

for PSG came after just five 
minutes following some 
audacious link-up play 

from Neymar.
Mbappé played a short 

pass to the Brazilian before 
making a run into the area, 
with Neymar holding onto 
the ball just long enough 
before chipping it over a 
defender and into the path 
of the France striker, who 
volleyed it first-time past 
goalkeeper Mattia Perin.

The second came after 
he exchanged passes with 
Achraf Hakimi and beat 
Perin with another first-
time finish. United States 
midfielder Weston McKen-
nie pulled one back for Ju-
ventus in the 53rd, creating 
a tense finale in Paris.

In the other Group H 
match, Benfica defeated 
Maccabi Haifa 2-0.

 CHELSEA STRUGGLES
Pierre-Emerick Au-

bameyang couldn’t give 
Chelsea’s stuttering attack 
any kind of instant spark 
as the Blues failed to im-
press once again following 
an inconsistent start to the 

season.
Aubameyang made his 

Chelsea debut after his 
move from Barcelona, 
playing with a face mask 
to protect his injured jaw, 
and had one goal ruled out 
for offside while his team-
mates repeatedly failed to 
beat goalkeeper Dominik 
Livaković.

Instead it was Mislav Oršić 
who continued his scor-
ing streak against English 
teams, racing away from 
Wesley Fofana — another of 
Chelsea’s marquee signings 
— to score on a breakaway 
in the 13th minute.

“It’s an underperfor-
mance from us,” said 
Chelsea manager Thomas 
Tuchel, whose team has 
lost twice in the Premier 
League already. “We are 
clearly not there where we 
need to be. …. At the mo-
ment everything is miss-
ing.”

Noah Okafor put Salz-
burg ahead against Milan 

near the half-hour mark by 
shooting through the legs 
of goalkeeper Mike Maig-
nan, but Alexis Saelemaek-
ers equalized before the 
break.

Rafael Leão then nearly 
won it for Milan in stop-
page time when he had a 
shot deflected off the post.

U.S. international Ser-
giño Dest came on in the 
57th minute for his Milan 
debut following his trans-
fer last week from Barce-
lona, one of six Americans 
in action on the night.

CITY ROLLS IN SPAIN
Haaland could well be 

the piece that Man City has 
been missing as it repeat-
edly came up short in Eu-
rope under Pep Guardiola.

The Norwegian again 
showed his uncanny abil-
ity to be in the right place 
at the right time as he was 
on hand to steer in a cross 
from Kevin De Bruyne in 
the 21st minute and then 
tapped in a rebound for 
the third goal in the 67th. 
Phil Foden and Ruben Dias 
scored the other goals for 
City in a dominant perfor-
mance at Estadio Ramón 
Sánchez-Pizjuán.

Also in Group G, Marco 
Reus took his tally to 22 
goals in 57 Champions 
League matches by open-
ing the scoring in Borussia 
Dortmund’s 3-0 win over 
Copenhagen. U.S. interna-
tional Gio Reyna set up the 
other two goals for Dort-
mund, exchanging passes 
with English teenager Jude 
Bellingham in a slick move 
for the third.

 HAZARD STEPS UP

If Benzema has to miss 
significant time for Madrid, 
Hazard signaled that he 
may be ready to pick up 
some of the slack.

The Belgium playmaker 
— who was on the bench 
before replacing Benzema 
— set up the first two goals 
before scoring the third 
himself against Celtic. It 
was his first Champions 
League goal in 651 days and 
first in any competition 
since January.

Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti was hopeful that 
Benzema will be back soon, 
though. “It seems not so se-
rious,” Ancelotti said about 
the striker’s injury.

Callum McGregor had 
nearly put Celtic ahead 
in the first half when he 
struck a fierce shot against 
the post in the 21st minute.

In the other Group 
F game, Maryan Shved 
scored twice as Ukrainian 
club Shakhtar Donetsk beat 
RB Leipzig 4-1. Shakhtar’s 
domestic season only 
recently started after a 
lengthy break because of 
Russia’s invasion but the 
team got some help from 
Leipzig goalkeeper Peter 
Gulacsi for the first goal.

Gulacsi made the blun-
der of the evening by giv-
ing the ball away to Shved 
as he stood well outside his 
own area, giving the mid-
fielder a simple finish into 
an empty net.

Leipzig leveled with a 
goal by French defender 
Mohamed Simakan in the 
57th but Shved restored 
the lead one minute later.

AP

in Zagreb, Tuchel said: 
“Of course I’m frustrated; 
there’s too much to anal-
yse, I’m a part of it, and we 
are clearly not where we 
need to be. At the moment 
everything is missing.”

Meanwhile, Brigh-
ton’s Graham Potter, 
former  Tottenham 
Hotspur  boss Mauricio 
Pochettino and ex-Real 
Madrid  manager Zinedine 

Zidane are top of Chelsea’s 
shortlist to replace Thom-
as Tuchel as head coach, 
sources have told ESPN.

Chelsea sacked Tuchel 
on Wednesday, hours after 
his 100th game in charge 
ended with a 1-0 Champi-
ons League defeat away 
at Dinamo Zagreb.

 Sources have told ESPN 
that the club are keen 
to approach Brighton to 

speak to Potter, who has 
excelled on the south coast 
since taking charge in 2019.

Brighton finished in 
ninth place with 51 points 
last season -- their highest 
tally in the Premier League 
-- and Potter is under con-
tract until 2025.

Potter, 47, has won plau-
dits for Brighton’s attack-
ing style of play, and their 
progress has continued un-

 WASHINGTON

REPRESENTANTIVES for the men’s and women’s 
U.S. national teams on Tuesday signed their historic 
collective bargaining agreements with U.S. Soccer, for-
mally closing a long and sometimes acrimonious fight 
over equal pay.

The federation announced in May that it had struck 
separate agreements with the players’ unions on con-
tracts that run through 2028.  The new contracts in-
clude identical pay structures for appearances and 
tournament victories, revenue sharing and equitable 
distribution of World Cup prize money.

A signing ceremony was held following the women’s 
friendly match against Nigeria at Audi Field in Wash-
ington, with Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh among 
those on hand.

“I have to give a lot of credit to everyone involved, 
the women’s national team and their PA (players’ as-
sociation), the men’s national team and their PA, and 
everyone at U.S. Soccer. There were so many people 
that helped, that worked together to make this hap-
pen,” said U.S. Soccer President Cindy Parlow Cone, 
herself a former national team player. “And it wouldn’t 
get pushed over the line without the men jumping in 
and being on board with equal pay.”

After years of struggling for equitable pay and treat-
ment, The U.S. women filed a federal gender discrimi-
nation against U.S. Soccer in 2019. The lawsuit drew in-
ternational attention, prompting fans to chant “Equal 
Pay!” when the United States won the Women’s World 
Cup final in France.

In February, the two sides settled the lawsuit, with 
U.S. Soccer agreeing to pay the women $24 million. But 
the settlement was contingent on reaching new labor 
agreements with both teams.

The men had been playing under the terms of a CBA 
that expired in December 2018. The women’s CBA ex-
pired at the end of March, but talks continued after the 
lawsuit was settled.

The sticking point in negotiations was World Cup 
prize money, which is based on how far a team advanc-
es in soccer’s most prestigious tournament. While the 
U.S. women have been successful on the international 
stage with back-to-back World Cup titles, differences 
in FIFA prize money meant they took home far less 
than the men’s winners. American women received a 
$110,000 bonus for winning the 2019 World Cup; the 
U.S. men would have received $407,000 had they won 
in 2018. The unions agreed to pool FIFA’s payments 
for the men’s World Cup later this year and next year’s 
Women’s World Cup, as well as for the 2026 and 2027 
tournaments.

Because the men’s national team players are cur-
rently in league play, the CBA was signed by USNSTPA 
Executive Director Mark Levinstein. Women’s play-
ers Crystal Dunn, Becky Sauerbrunn and Sam Mewis 
also signed, along with USWNTPA Executive Director 
Becca Roux.

AP

US Soccer, players 
formally sign equal 
pay agreements

Chelsea’s head coach Thomas Tuchel shouts during the Champions League group E soccer match 
between Dinamo Zagreb and Chelsea at the Maksimir stadium in Zagreb, Croatia, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 
2022. (AP Photo)

abated this season despite 
losing midfielder  Yves 
Bissouma  to Spurs and 
defender  Marc Cucurel-
la  to  Chelsea  for a com-
bined fee of more than £90 
million.

Pochettino is out of work 
after being sacked by Paris 
Saint-Germain, but ESPN 
has previously reported 
that the Argentine coach 
would be open to a return 
to English football. He was 
considered for the  Man-
chester United  job this 
summer before Erik ten 
Hag’s appointment at Old 
Trafford.

Zidane is also a free agent 
after resigning from Ma-
drid in May last year, saying 
the LaLiga club lacked faith 
in him despite delivering 
three Champions League 
titles in a row during his 
first stint in charge at the 
Bernabeu.

Chelsea are keen to 
make a swift appointment, 
but there is no candidate 
immediately lined up 
to replace Tuchel. It re-
mains likely the club will 
face  Fulham  at Craven 
Cottage on Saturday with 
a member of the backroom 
staff in interim charge.

ESPN



 

tic treble, the NBC Premier 
League title, Federation Cup, 
and back-to-back Community 
Shields.

They have won 29 duels and 
drawn 11 during the run. Azam 
FC was the last team to beat 
Yanga in the league.

City rivals Azam FC held 
the previous record for seven 
years, having gone 39 Premier 
League matches unbeaten 

across three campaigns under 
Cameroonian coach, Joseph 
Omog, and English Stewart 
Hall.

Tuesday’s results also provid-
ed Yanga’s head coach Nasred-
dine Nabi’s men with their 
40th consecutive unbeaten 
game in all competitions since 
September 19, 2021, when they 
last suffered defeat after fall-
ing 1-0 away to Nigeria’s Rivers 

United FC in the CAF Champi-
ons League preliminary round.

Two weeks ago before the 
league took a break to pave way 
for the African Nations Cham-
pionship qualifiers tie Tanza-
nia’s Taifa Stars’ and Uganda, 
Yanga tied Azam FC’s record 
after beating Coastal Union 2-0 
at Sheikh Amri Abeid Stadium, 
Arusha.

Yanga returns to the field 

on Saturday for the first leg of 
the 2022/23 CAF Champions 
League first preliminary round 
clash against South Sudan’s 
Zalan FC at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium.

A trip to Namungo FC in mid-
October followed by a ‘Dar 
Derby’ against Simba SC prom-
ises to test the resolve of Tan-
zania’s new record holders.

Meanwhile, the Tanzania 
Football Federation has re-
vealed the Yanga squad for 
CAF Champions League.

The Tanzania representative 
submitted a list of 27 players 
with only forward Chrispin 
Ngushi the notable absentee 
from the squad.

Yanga full squad:
Goalkeepers: Abutwalib 

Mshery, Erick Johora, and 
Djigui Diarra

Defenders: Ibrahim Hamad, 
David Brayson, Bakari Mwam-
nyeto, Dickson Job, Lomalisa 
Mutambala, Kibwana Shomari, 
Djuma Shaban, and Abdallah 
Shaibu.

Midfielders: Zawadi Mauya, 
Khalid Aucho, Gael Bigirimana, 
Salum Abubakar, Farid Musa, 
Feisal Salum, Yannick Bangala, 
Stephane Aziz Ki, and Ducapel 
Moloko

Forwards: Yusuph Athuman, 
Fiston Mayele, Bernard Morri-
son, Lazarous Kambole, Denis 
Nkane, Heritier Makambo, and 
Dickson Ambundo.

  

Mbappé, Haaland shine in 
Champions League, Benzema 
injured
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Yanga breaks Azam FC’s record with 
40-game unbeaten run in PL

20	 Thursday 8 September  2022

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Yanga’s goal-getter, Fiston Mayele (C), seeks to beat Azam FC’s defender, Daniel Amoah (L), and midfielder 
Sospeter Bajana during a 2022/2023 NBC Premier League tie that took place in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday. 
PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

Y
ANGA set a new NBC 
Premier League re-
cord for consecutive 
matches unbeaten 

on Tuesday after they drew 2-2 
with Azam FC in a clash held in 
Dar es Salaam on Tuesday.

The results witnessed Yanga 
sealing their 40th successive 
result without defeat, eclips-
ing the 39-game run previously 
held by Azam FC.

Second-half substitute Fei-
sal Salum bagged a brace for 
Yanga to cancel goals netted 
by Daniel Amoah and Malickou 
Ndoye who had twice given 
Azam FC the lead in a thrill-
ing game that ended in the 2-2 
draw at Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium on Tuesday evening.

The unbeaten run, which 
began on May 15, 2021, with a 
goalless draw against Namungo 
FC, saw Yanga claim a domes-

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

FAMOUS new generation music ‘Bongo Flava’ artists 
are expected to take the stage at the first show of 
the 2022 Fiesta season to be held at Nelson Mandela 
Stadium in Sumbawanga, Rukwa later this month.

Some of the artists who will be present at this year’s 
fiesta are Ali Kiba, Abdul Kiba, Juma Musa ‘Juma Jux’, 
Raymond Mwakyusa ‘Rayvanny’, Omary Mwanga 
‘Marioo’, Sarafina, Weusi group, Salmin Issa ‘Kusah’, 
and Khery Sameer ‘Mr. Blue’.

There will further be Ibrahim Mandingo ‘Country 
Boy’, ‘Maarifa’, Boniventure Kabogo ‘Stamina’, 
‘Kayumba’, Emmanuel Elibariki ‘Nay wa Mitego’, Sharif 
Said Juma ‘Jay Melody’, ‘Young Lunya’, Abdulaziz 
Abubakar ‘Dogo Janja’, and Abdallah Ahmed ‘Dulla 
Makabila’.

Chairman of the 2022 Fiesta season’s Organizing 
Committee, Sebastian Maganga, stated so in Dar es 
Salaam recently.

The official graced the launch of the new season of 
the local festival, which is now 18 years old, which took 
place in the city.

The launch saw artists take to the stage, and the 
organizers offered relatives, friends, entertainment 
stakeholders, and Clouds Media Group’s employees 
an opportunity to forward ideas on how to make this 
year’s fiesta a success.

Maganga disclosed: “Launching the season on the 
stage signals great wealth and gifts for the artists, and 
in our plans, we hope to ask ‘Anko Tajiri’ to be part of 
the fiesta 2022.”

“It marks the start of the Fiesta 2022 season,” 
Maganga stated.

Maganga said after the launch, they will, on 
September 17, be in Sumbawanga and later move to 
other regions.

The regions are Tabora, Mwanza, Dodoma, Arusha, 
Mtwara, and Dar es Salaam.

He said more regions might host the Fiesta and 
clarified that Rukwa has had the honour of turning 
into the region where the Fiesta, themed ‘Weka 
Maneno’, is launched.

“This is the season of joy and entertainment, so it’s 
time for Tanzanians to get together and celebrate 2022 
Fiesta in their areas,” he said.

Bongo Flava 
musicians to 
perform in 
2022 Fiesta

Nabi defends Aziz Ki, calls for patience with Yanga star

Stephane Aziz Ki. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YANGA head coach Nasreddine 
Nabi has defended midfielder 
Stephane Aziz Ki and his 
decision to play the Burkina Faso 
international on the right flank in 
Tuesday’s 2-2 thrilling draw with 
Azam FC at Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium.

A thrilling four-goal draw 
ended with goals netted by 
Ghanaian center-back Daniel 
Amoah and Senegalese center-
back Malickou Ndoye for Azam 
FC and a brace by Feisal Salum 
for Yanga.

The results left both teams 
unbeaten after three rounds 
of matches in the 2022/23 NBC 
Premier League.

Starting as a right winger, 
Aziz Ki failed to get the better of 
Zimbabwean international Bruce 
Kangwa and struggled to make 
an impact in the game before 
being taken off in added-on time.

There have also been questions 
over Nabi’s decision to play Aziz 
Ki on the right flank in the first 
place.

Speaking in an interview after 
the game, Nabi defended Aziz 
Ki and his decision while urging 
Yanga’s fans to be patient as 
the former Ivory Coast’s ASEC 
Mimosas attacking midfielder 
adapts to the NBC Premier 
League.

The gaffer stated: “Once again 
I said we have to give Aziz time 
to adapt to the team. We must 
also not forget that unfortunately 
yesterday, we had Jesus Ducapel 

Moloko’s injury, he was in great 
shape training individually 
yesterday but got injured.”

The coach revealed: 
“Concerning cohesion, it’s 
normal, you must know that 
cohesion does not come in like 
a week, it is through a lot of 
matches.”

“We must be sure that the 
player will get along well in 
the future. Normally, there are 
criticisms over the rotations, Aziz 
will play, Feisal will play.”

“Well Aziz, he did not play as 
a winger, he played in the half-
space, he is not like Morrison 
who has a lot of speed. You have 
to allow him  time to adapt.”

The gaffer stated: “He can play 
in any position across the front 
and midfield also so that’s not an 
issue, it is about finding the right 
formula.”

Nabi and his charge have 
shifted focus to the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League first 
preliminary round first leg game 
against South Sudan’s side Zalan 
FC on Saturday.

Both the first leg and the second 
will be played at the Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam 
due to the lack of an approved 
venue to host international 
games in South Sudan.

The aggregate winners of 
the tie will face the aggregate 
winners of the same round’s tie 
between Sudan’s Al Hilal and 
Ethiopia’s St George for a final 
qualification round for the CAF 
Champions League group stage.
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