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  By Mary Geofrey

L
OSS incurred by 
Tanga Cement Plc 
fell by over 100 per-
cent from 26.3bn/- in 

2017 to 11.3bn/- last year thanks 
to management’s continued 
prudence and increased pro-
duction of both cement and 
clinker.

Addressing shareholders in 
Dar es Salaam during the week-
end, Board Chairman, Lau-
rence Masha said the compa-
ny’s products sales increased 
by 25 percent to 214.9bn/- last 

year from 171.8bn/- in 2017.
“Pre-tax proit also in-

creased by 91 percent to 
56.2bn/- last year compared to 
29.4bn/- made in 2017 which 
was impressive,” he told the 
shareholders during their an-
nual general meeting that was 
marred by absence of dividend 
payment for a second straight 
year as the company recovers 
from a massive investment in a 
new clinker plant in 2016.

Masha said the impressive 
performance was also orches-
trated by continued growth 
of the construction industry 

buoyed by government’s mas-
sive investments in giant infra-
structure projects. “Currently 
Tanzania is the second largest 
construction market in East 
Africa thanks to the govern-
ment 2025 development vision 
which focuses on infrastruc-
ture development,” he added 
while assuring the sharehold-
ers that demand for both ce-
ment and clinker will continue 
to grow this year.

“As a company, we are 
very well prepared to exploit 
the growing demand of our 
products by the market,” he 

stressed as Managing Direc-
tor, Reinhardt Swart seconded 
him by saying production was 
increased to record levels to 
meet growing demand.

“We envisage this growth in 
demand to continue for sev-
eral more years because of the 
ongoing huge infrastructure 
projects,” Swart noted while 
revealing that Tanga Cement’s 
contract with Tanzania Rail-
ways Corporation to transport 
its products to strategic mar-
kets has reduced shipping costs 
but also proved to be reliable.

“During the year, we also 

signiicantly reduced our loss 
although the shilling depreci-
ated which raised interest rate 
that we are paying on a loan we 
took to inance investment in 
a second manufacturing plant 
which has weighed heavily on 
the company’s inances,” he 
added.

Swart said as result of the 
continued loss making, share-
holders will not earn anything 
as dividend but expressed 
hope that the future remains 
bright for the cement manufac-
turer due to a vibrant construc-
tion sector in the country.
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Tanga Cement Plc board chairman Laurence Masha (3rd-R) addresses shareholders at the company’s annual general meeting in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. To his right is the com-

pany’s Managing Director, Reinhardt Swart. Photo: courtesy of Tanga Cement.  

Tanga Cement’s annual loss down by over 100pc

Encouraging 

Climate change will 
cripple economies 
regardless of national 
wealth – researchers

Sudan’s new prime minister vows 
to work on economy and peace

 KHARTOUM 

Hours after the new 11-member sovereign council took oice in Sudan, the country’s new prime minister, Abdalla Hamdok, was sworn in and vowed to make achieving peace and solving the country’s economic crisis a priority.
The appointment of the renowned economist came as Gen Abdel Fattah Al Burhan, the outgoing head of the military council, was sworn-in as leader of the new Sovereign Council that will run the country for three years until an election after decades of autocratic rule.

“The revolution’s deep-rooted slogan, ‘freedom, peace and justice,’ will form the programme of the transitional period,” Mr Hamdok told reporters at a news conference in Khartoum. Gen Al Burhan and other military oicers removed veteran leader Omar Al Bashir in April after months of growing protests at the dire economic situation and the years of dictatorship.
While Sudanese people celebrated Mr Al Bashir’s fall, they also pressed for a handover of power to civilians during a turbulent period of protests and violence, including a crackdown on a protest camp outside the Defence Ministry that opposition medics say killed more than 100 people in June.

The United States, Britain and Norway welcomed Mr Hamdok’s appointment, calling it a historic moment for Sudan. “The appointment of a civilian-led government presents an opportunity to rebuild a stable economy and create a government that respects human rights and personal freedoms,” the Troika, as the three countries are known, said in a joint statement.
The composition of the 11-member Sovereign Council that will run the country for the transition period, replacing the military council that has is now disbanded, was completed on Tuesday, consisting of ive civilian and ive military igures plus one consensus civilian picked by both sides.

Nine members of the council were sworn in about two hours after Gen Al Burhan took the oath on Wednesday. The inal member, Mohamed Al Hassan Al Taishi, will be sworn in at a later, unspeciied date, state news agency SUNA said.
“With the start of the transition period, we have entered the most complex phase, the phase of building and reform,” said Al-Rashed Saeed, spokesman for the Sudanese Professionals Association, a key part of the Forces for Freedom and Change coalition that negotiated with the military council.

nEw-dawn 

 LONDON

Climate change will damage the economies of countries whether they are rich or poor, hot or cold by the year 2100, economists said in a new report, dispelling the notion that im-poverished, warm countries will suf-fer the most on a warming planet.
Researchers who examined data from 174 countries over 50 years found that persistent temperature changes above or below a country’s historical norm adversely afected economic growth, regardless of how warm a country is. 

The United States could see a 10% loss in gross domestic product (GDP) without signiicant policy change. “In the UK we had the hottest day (ever) recorded a few days ago and infra-structure came to a halt,” Dr. Kamiar Mohaddes, a co-author and a pro-fessor of economics at Cambridge University told the Thomson Reu-ters Foundation on Tuesday. “Trains aren’t running, people aren’t coping, and therefore productivity and eco-nomic growth falls.”
Research has often focused on short-term devastation to poor, warm countries, but the report suggested that wealth and cooler tempera-tures are no protection from climate change’s economic toll if major policy changes are not adopted.

In a “business as usual” scenario where climate change-causing green-house gas emissions are not drasti-cally lowered, the average global tem-peratures will increase by 4 degrees Celsius (7.2 F) by 2100. That would bring more than a 7% loss in world GDP per capita, said the study pub-lished on Monday by the US National Bureau of Economic Research, a non-proit economic research organisa-tion.
The 2015 Paris Agreement, a global pact to ight climate change agreed 

to by nearly 200 countries, aims to keep the Earth’s temperature rise well below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 F), striv-ing for 1.5 degrees (2.7 F). But even that would require a radical reduc-tion of climate-warming greenhouse gas emissions, a landmark UN report found last year.
The economists’ research focused on the United States due to its var-ied climates, and found that ignoring the Paris accord’s goals would afect industries from manufacturing to agriculture, costing the United States more than 10% of its GDP per capita.“The average American household will be poorer,” Mohaddes said, and noted other industrialised countries could be similarly impacted. Canada, which is warming twice as fast as the rest of the world, could expect a 13% loss in income, while Switzerland could see a 12% cut and India would se a 10% GDP per capita drop.

But adhering to the Paris Agree-ment goals could hold the loss in the United States to under 2%, the report said. US President Donald Trump vowed in June, 2017 to pull the United States out of the international agree-ment, dealing a major blow to the ef-fort to afect climate change. The ear-liest that could happen is November, 2020.
The report also suggested that while some countries are likely to adapt to climate change, they are un-likely to act in time to ward of all the negative efects to their economies.“We need to have much stronger mitigation,” said Mohaddes. “If we do commit to Paris, the losses are substantially lower. It’s not too late.” Researchers from the universities of Cambridge, Southern California, Johns Hopkins, and the National Tsing hua University in Taiwan as well as the International Monetary Fund, contributed to the report.

 By Guardian Reporter

A new hatchback called Tata 
Tiago has been introduced 
in the local market by Indian 
automobile manufacturer, Tata 
Motors and its main distributor, 
Tata Africa Holdings (Tanzania) 
Limited (TAHTL).

Speaking in Dar es Salaam 
during the weekend when 
the car was unveiled, Sujan 
Roy Head of International 
Business, Passenger Vehicles 

at Tata Motors, Sujay Roy said 
Tata Tiago is in line with the 
company’s brand promise of 
‘connecting aspirations.’

“We want to be in sync with 
the growing trend of bringing 
to market more SUV (sports 
utility vehicle) like vehicles. 
To meet this desire, we have 
launched today, the Tata NRG 
as the youngest SUV,” Roy said 
at a ceremony attended by new 
Indian High Commissioner to 

Tanzania, Sanjiv Kohli. 
He said the car has a unique 

ability to provide tough road 
performance that will appeal 
to the market and allow the 
Indian automaker enter into 
newer segments and cater to a 
new set of buyers. 

“We are conident that our 
customers will appreciate the 
Tata NRG’s young look and 
superior performance on 
tough road conditions,” Roy 

added.
Among other things, the 

new SUV is a petrol top variant 
with sturdy tyres and powered 
by a 1.2L Revotron petrol 
engine with an automated 
system. It enters the market in 
three colour options, namely 
malabar silver, canyon orange 
and Fuji white.

Backing Roy’s afectionate 
description of the car, TAHTL’s 
Country Head, Rajiv Bhushan 

concurred, “The pursuit of 
something diferent is what 
led to the Tata NRG. We 
are conident that this SUV 
inspired vehicle with its class 
leading design and technology 
will be much loved by our 
customers and will further 
help us expand our market 
share and will be a shining 
testament to our commitment 
of providing quality mobility 
solutions.”

nEw-product 

Tata Tiago hatchback unveiled in local market

The Indian High Commissioner to Tanzania, Sanjiv Kohli (L), and Tata Africa Holdings Tanzania Country Head Rajiv Bhushan (R) unveil a Tata Tiago NRG after its launch in Dar es Salaam 

at the weekend. Photo courtesy of TAHTL. 
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“Friends, I’m in,” he tweeted. “We can’t 
take four more years of Donald Trump. 
And that’s why I’m running for President.”

Walsh, like Trump, is a prolific tweeter 
who has garnered a large following 
through controversial statements made 
online, as well as through his syndicated 
radio show. But unlike Trump, Walsh has 
spent much of the recent past trying to 
distance himself from bigotry he espoused 
during his time as a congressman and as a 
private citizen since 2013.

In an August New York Times op-
ed, Walsh called the president “a racial 
arsonist who encourages bigotry and 
xenophobia to arouse his base” and tried 
to reckon with his past as a Trump voter 

and a successful target of this “arousal.”
“[Trump]’s (attitude) caused me to 

change my tone and to reflect upon where 
I went over the line,” he wrote. Walsh 
didn’t specify which of his past viewpoints 
he now regrets.

Walsh entered Congress as a self-
described “Tea Party Republican” in 2011, 
when a wave of staunchly conservative 
candidates gave Republicans a majority in 
the House of Representatives.

In the time since, he has found himself 
at the center of a number of controversies 
rooted in statements he’s made about 
former President Barack Obama, Muslims, 
women and others.

In 2012, for example, Walsh accused 
Tammy Duckworth, his Democratic 
challenger at the time, of not being a “true 
hero” and overemphasizing her service 
as a war veteran. Sen. Duckworth, who 
now represents the state of Illinois, had 
both legs amputated after Iraqi insurgents 
downed her helicopter with a rocket-
propelled grenade.

“What else has she done?” Walsh asked 
during an interview. “Female, wounded 
veteran ... ehh,” he added.

Also in 2012, Walsh declared American 
Muslims an imminent threat to national 

By Guardian Reporter

COMMERCIAL banks whose data centres are 
located abroad have been given three months to 
set up the same in Tanzania or part with 5bn/- in 
fine. 

 The Bank of Tanzania (BoT) Deputy Governor 
in charge of Financial Stability and Deepening Dr 
Bernard Kibesse said in a circular issued at the 
weekend that the financial sector regulator has 
noted with serious concern that most banks and 
financial institutions have not provided their true 
position in compliance with the requirements to 
put in place a primary or secondary data centre 
in the country. 

 “Any bank or financial institution which will 
be found not to have complied with the above 
requirements, shall be liable to a penalty of 5 
billion shillings,” the circular intoned.

  The central bank will conduct inspections on 
the status of lenders on the new data centre rules 
seven days after the issuance of the circular, the 
regulator stated.

 “Every bank or financial institution must 
establish a data centre within three months from 
the date of the circular. Any institution found not 
compliant will be fined 500 million shillings per 
month until it complies,” it further cautioned.

 BoT said it had issued three previous circulars 

By Guardian Reporter, Mbeya

RANGERS at the Kitulo National Park in the 
Southern Highlands will have to do extra work 
after groups of people from nearby towns and 
neighbouring countries started trooping into 
the protected area to pick a rare orchid flower 
believed to have medicinal values.

So far people from as far as Malawi, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe are craving to get their hands on the 
flower which is also said to have libido enhancing 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Former Illinois 
Rep. Joe Walsh to 
challenge Trump 
in GOP Primary

Potency hunters besieging 
‘God’s garden’ flowers park 

capabilities.
Eva Pwelle, the conservator in-charge at Kitulo 

National Park, explains that is has just come 
to light that the rare orchid known locally as 
Chikundwa is extremely popular in Southern 
African countries but apparently the flower 
grows only within the national park, famous for 
its abundant species of colourful flowers.

 “This park is home to over 45 species of ground 
orchids and out of these there are 31 types of 

Lugola lashes out at global agencies, 
signs pact for rapid refugees return

While UNHCR maintains 
that it will assist and not 
promote voluntary re-
turns to Burundi due to 
the unresolved political 
situation, both govern-
ments reaffirm their 
commitment to promot-
ing return and uphold-
ing the principle of vol-
untariness

By Guardian Reporter, Kigoma

HOME Affairs minister Kangi Lugola 
yesterday accused international organisations 
of frustrating the voluntary repatriation of 
Burundian refugees by telling them that there 
is no peace in their country.

Addressing reporters here, the minister 
said he had reliable information that there are 
individuals and international organizations 
that dissuade the refugees from going back 
home.

“We have information that there are 
individuals and international organizations 
telling refugees that there is no peace in 
Burundi. This is not true; the country is 
peaceful and the refugees should return back 
there,” he said.

Lugola who did not name the said 
organizations went ahead to order immediate 
investigation to identify, arrest and prosecute 
all those who sabotage the exercise.

The minister said the refugees are wanted 
back home by their government and the 
government of Tanzania has the obligation to 
ensure that they return home to build their 
country.

“This is not a mere threat. People cannot 
play with the government of President John 
Magufuli; we will arrest all those who dissuade 
the refugees from going back home,” Lugola 
said.

The minister spoke after signing an 
agreement with his Burundian counterpart 
Pascal Barandagiye for the repatriation of 
2000 refugees every week beginning October 
1.

The refugees to be returned home are those 
who are currently hosted at the Nduta and 
Mtendeli camps, he said.

For his part, Minister Barandagiye said 
his country is ready to fully implement the 
repatriation under a work plan which involves 
the governments of Tanzania and Burundi as 
well as the United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR).

While UNHCR maintains that it will assist 
and not promote voluntary returns to Burundi 
due to the unresolved political situation, both 
governments reaffirm their commitment to 
promoting return and upholding the principle 
of voluntariness.

Although UNHCR is not promoting 
voluntary return to Burundi, it is supporting 
the operation to ensure that returns are 
based on the principles of voluntariness and 
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BoT slaps 5bn/- fine on banks 
whose data centres are abroad

The central bank will 
conduct inspections on 
the status of lenders on 
the new data centre rules 
seven days after the 
issuance of the circular, 
the regulator stated

The refugees to be 
returned home are 
those who are currently 
hosted at the Nduta and 
Mtendeli camps

Home Affairs minister Kangi Lugola (L) and his Burundian counterpart, Pascal Barandagiye, pictured in Kigoma yesterday signing an agreement to 
facilitate the voluntary return of 2,000 Burundian refugees every week from this October. Photo: Home Affairs ministry

In 2016, Walsh even 
said he’d take up 
arms if Trump lost 
the 2016 election 
and encouraged his 
followers to do the 
same, effectively calling 
for a violent uprising
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informed decisions, and take place in 
safety and dignity.

During his official visit to Tanzania 
early this year, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo 
Grandi emphasized that refugees 
should never be pressured to decide 
if they should return to their home 
countries.

Refugees need to have a meaningful 
choice about whether they wish to 
return based on the facts and realities 
on the ground. There should not be any 

direct or indirect pressure exercised on 
refugees to choose whether to return, 
the UN executive had declared.

“Conditions are still uncertain 
in both DRC and Burundi,” Grandi 
affirmed, noting that nevertheless 
some refugees are volunteering to go 
back and are supported by UNHCR. 
“It is important that nobody is forced 
back, that repatriation remains a 
voluntary exercise.”

  UNHCR affirms that the number 
of returnees reached 71,971 as of June 
30 June 2019, since the programme 
commencement in September 2017.

FROM PAGE 1

to banks and financial institutions 
since 2014 on the requirement for 
data centres to be located in Tanzania 
instead of on servers abroad, but some 
lenders were yet to comply.

It said that last month it had fined 
Diamond Trust Bank Tanzania Limited 
1bn/- for breaching regulatory rules on 
data and service availability.

The government has tightened 
regulatory oversight over commercial 
banks and other financial institutions 
over the past few years.

The  financial services sector, which 
is dominated by lenders like CRDB 

Bank and NMB Bank, has been hit by 
a spike in bad loans, which have stifled 
the growth of credit to the private 
sector.

In December, the International 
Monetary Fund said nearly half of 
Tanzania’s 45 banks were vulnerable to 
adverse shocks and risked insolvency 
in the event of a global financial crisis.

BoT has revoked the licenses of at 
least nine banks since 2017, saying the 
move was aimed at safeguarding the 
stability of the sector.

The closure of the banks comes 
after President John Magufuli ordered 
the central bank to take action against 
failing financial institutions.

FROM PAGE 1

terrestrial orchids that are endemic 
to Tanzania, while 16 types can only 
grow in Kitulo and surrounding Poroto 
Mountains,” she elaborated.

Orchids are described as ‘wonder 
flowers,’ due to their multiple uses 
including for medicinal purposes, most 
commonly in the form of medicinal 
tea. Dried dendrobium is believed 
to possess medicinal properties that 
can help treat cancer, strengthen the 
immune system and improve eyesight.

However the fact that some orchids, 
especially the ones growing in Kitulo 
have been found to have the qualities of 
boosting the male reproductive system, 
the management of the National Park is 
now doing the extra work of keeping 
at bay invaders who pick the flowers 
within the protected area just for that.

“In southern African countries, 
orchids are used to make drinks and 
confectioneries, in some parts for 
making perfumes and deodorants 

while the Chinese use it for medicinal 
purposes. But again there are orchids 
that can only be found in Kitulo and 
nowhere else in the world,” pointed 
out the conservator.

Dorah Batiho, the Chief Conservator 
at Kitulo was of the view that there is 
more to the park than what meets the 
eye. “Kitulo is the ultimate source for 
all the rivers that flow into Rufiji and 
Ruaha basins,” she affirmed.

She said it was important to protect 
Kitulo especially now that the country 
is executing the ambitious Nyerere 
Hydroelectric Power Project in the 
Rufiji basin which is fed by water 
flowing from Kitulo and Mount 
Livingstone Forest.

Kitulo National Park covers 465.4 
square kilometres in the highlands 
spanning Mbeya and Njombe Regions. 
The Kitulo plateau is the only existing 
vast multi-flower garden in the world 
where the colourful scenery of multi-
coloured petals has earned the precinct 
the ‘God’s Garden’ title.

FROM PAGE 1

Potency hunters besieging 
‘God’s garden’ flowers park  

Efforts under way to move to safe ground a defective Fire and Rescue Force vehicle along the busy Manzese stretch of Dar es Salaam’s Morogoro Road at the 
weekend. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

security, suggesting they’d infiltrated 
his home state to kill other Americans. 
He predicted that an attack similar to 
those which occurred on Sept. 11 was 
all but guaranteed.

“It’s here,” he said. “It’s in Elk Grove. 
It’s in Addison. It’s in Elgin. It’s here.”

In June 2016, Walsh issued a threat 
through Twitter against Obama and 
members of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, blaming them for a Dallas 
shooting in which five police officers 
were killed and six others were injured.

“This is now war,” Walsh wrote. 
“Watch out Obama. Watch out black 
lives matter punks. Real America is 

coming after you.”
In addition to parroting some of 

Donald Trump’s baseless accusations 
that Obama is secretly a Muslim sent 
to destroy “real” America, Walsh spent 
much of 2016 advocating for a Trump 
presidency and speaking on his behalf 
on television and radio.

In 2016, Walsh even said he’d take up 

arms if Trump lost the 2016 election 
and encouraged his followers to do the 
same, effectively calling for a violent 
uprising.

In entering the GOP primary, Walsh 
becomes the second Republican to 
wage what will be a long-shot challenge 
to Donald Trump, joining former 
Massachusetts Gov. Bill Weld.
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Former Illinois Rep. Joe Walsh to challenge Trump in GOP Primary

Lugola lashes out at global agencies, 
signs pact for rapid refugees return

BoT slaps 5bn/- fine on banks 
whose data centres are abroad

African Inland Church Tanzania Archbishop Mussa Masanja Magwesela cuts a ribbon yesterday to open a new church at Nyihongo in Kahama, Shinyanga Region, as 
bishops and other faithful look on. Photo: Correspondent Shabani Njia

By Special Correspondent, Brazzaville

WITH an acute public health event 
reported every four days on the 
continent, it is more important than 
ever before for African countries to be 
able to respond to health emergencies. 

African health ministers yesterday 
adopted a 10-year regional strategy that 
aims to strengthen integrated disease 
surveillance and response and mitigate 
the devastating impact of outbreaks, 
such as Ebola.

Africa has more outbreaks and 
other health emergencies than any 
other region of the world, and many of 
them could be prevented or controlled 
through proven public health 
interventions.

Worryingly, recent analysis by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
indicates that emerging and re-
emerging infectious diseases and other 
public health emergencies are on the 
rise, predictably in certain areas and 
unpredictably in other places. This 
increase is largely attributed to the 
growth of cross-border movements 
and international travel, increasing 
human population density and 
informal settlements along with 
climate change impacts and changes 
in the way humans and wild animals 

interact. More than 80% of the public 
health emergencies in the WHO 
African Region between 2016 and 2018 
were due to infectious diseases.

The new strategy aims to ensure 
that countries can cope with 
major outbreaks and other health 
emergencies. It is crucial for all 
countries to have an effective 
surveillance system, which can track 
common diseases and set off alarms 
for the timely containment of disease 
epidemics or for early detection 
and investigation of any abnormal 
clustering of cases or deaths of a new 
event.

The Regional Strategy for Integrated 
Disease Surveillance and Response 
2020–2030 was adopted by health 
ministers during the 69th session 
of the WHO Regional Committee 
for Africa, which is taking place in 
Brazzaville, the Republic of Congo. The 
Regional Committee is the governing 
mechanism involving health ministers 
from all 47 Member States of the WHO 
African Region.

The new strategy builds on more 

than 20 years of working with a 
comprehensive, evidence-based 
integrated surveillance system that 
ensures countries stay a step ahead of 
many dangerous pathogens.

“The current Ebola outbreak in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo is a 
poignant reminder of the importance 
of a strong surveillance system,” said 
Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional 
Director for Africa. “Only when every 
case is promptly detected, quickly 
hospitalized and offered timely 
medical care – and all close contacts 
vaccinated and properly monitored – 
will the Ebola outbreak end. Equally 
important, devastating outbreaks 
can be ‘nipped in the bud’ if cases are 
quickly detected before they widely 
spread in communities.”

The regional strategy urges the 
47 WHO Member States to establish 
and sustain robust public health 
surveillance and resilient health 
systems and to commit the necessary 
financial resources (domestic and 
external) for priority interventions, 
including: ensuring good leadership 

and vigorous accountability 
frameworks, promoting the 
availability of skilled health workers 
at all levels, providing feedback to 
communities and sharing information 
among Member States, strengthening 
high-quality community-based 
surveillance for the early detection 
and reporting of priority diseases 
and improving national laboratory 
systems.

A WHO progress report looking at 
the past five years of integrated disease 
surveillance and response finds that 
countries have made significant 
advances. Chief among the progress 
highlighted is the multidisciplinary 
regional workforce in place that has 
been instrumental in responding to 
major outbreaks. Additionally, a large 
number of countries in the WHO 
African Region have a public health 
emergency operation centre and 
have conducted risk profiling and 
mapping. By 2018, 38 Member States 
had conducted voluntary joint external 
evaluations of their emergency 
response capabilities.

As risks of outbreaks grow, African health 
ministers agree on new response strategy

By Guardian Reporter

UNDER The Same Sun (UTSS) has 
called on hospitals in the country to 
conduct comprehensive examinations 
of people with albinism (PWAs) 
whenever they visit the facilities in 
order to diagnose their real problems.

According to the organisation’s 
lawyer Maduhu William, most of the 
PWAs have always been given referrals 
to big hospitals by thinking that they 
are suffering from skin cancer.

He called upon  regional and district 
medical officers to issue instructions 
to the health attendants to make sure 
that they conduct examinations  for the 
patients.

“Some of health servants in our 
district hospitals have been referring 
PWAs whenever they see them with 
lesions concluding to have skin cancer 
which is not true,” he said.

Speaking during the five-day meeting 
which brought together Regional and 
District Medical Officers in Dodoma, 
William said that it was high time for 
the regional health leaders to take it 
seriously, instruct the hospitals to avoid 

unnecessary referrals to the patients.
He also requested the RMOs and 

DMOs to set special PWAs screening 
day to help the group fight skin cancer.

The RMOs and DMOs meeting slogan 
emphasizes on the importance of 
accountability in provision of quality 
health services towards middle income 
country by 2025.

Under The Same Sun is among of the 
meeting participants. The event goes 
together with the exhibition of health 
services and equipment.

UTSS is the non-profit organisation 
working to help people with albinism 
overcome often deadly discrimination 
through education and advocacy.

Hospitals to conduct 
more comprehensive
examinations among 
people with albinism

Some of health servants 
in our district hospitals 
have been referring 
PWAs whenever they 
see them with lesions 
concluding to have skin 
cancer which is not true
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By Guardian Reporter

THIRTY Tanzanians have secured full-
funded scholarship opportunities to study in 
Hungary for Masters and PhD courses.

The beneficiary group, which is soon 
expected to leave the country for Hungary, 
will become development catalysts after 
completing their studies and having acquired 
more skills and expertise.

Speaking during send-off event held at the 
residence of Hungarian Honorary Consul in 
Tanzania Obedie Kimaro over the weekend, 
the acting director of Higher Education, Dr 
Kennedy Hosea, said that the scholarship is a 
good step for the country’s development.

“Currently, Tanzanian implements its 
industrialization drive and for the country 
to achieve the goal, it needs enough and 

quality human resources. So this group which 
is sending off today has a role to play after 
finishing their studies,” he said.

He commended Hungary for its continued 
support to the Tanzania drive to become an 
industrial economy nation by 2025.

Dr Hosea said that the candidates will take 
various maser and PHD courses in human and 
animal doctor, electrical engineer, tourism, 
food quality and safety and environment 
among others.

He however challenged the students that 
once they complete their studies they put their 
skills and knowledge in good use and working 
hard to bring changes and improvement in the 
country.

He also appealed for the Hungary 
government to increase the number of 
scholarships to 100 students to enable 

more Tanzanians get the special skills and 
knowledge to the country’s socio-economic 
development.

Ambassador Kimaro, who also studied in 
Hungary, said that the scholarship covers 
everything except for the transport which will 
be done by parents.

According to him, Hungary recognizes 
crucial roles that human resources can play in 
the process of national development through 
its experience. This is why it is providing the 
scholarships for the cultivation of quality 
human resources. “The Hungarian government 
will pay Course fee, accommodation and 
food, pocket money, gradation expenses as 
well as clothes during winter season. We also 
commended the International Organization 
for Immigration (IOM) for providing some 
funds to cover the expenses,” he said.

30 Tanzanians land Hungarian graduate scholarships 

Dr Kennedy Hosea (2nd-L), Higher Education director in the Education, Science, Technology and Vocational Training ministry, symbolically 
hands over the national flag to the 30 Tanzanians who have landed scholarships for graduate studies in Hungary. This was at a farewell cer-
emony held at the Dar es Salaam residence of the Hungarian Honorary Consulate in Tanzania, Obedie Kimaro (L), at the weekend. Photo: John 
Badi

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Ali Mohamed Shein has 
called on tour operators to aggressively promote 
tourist destinations available in the Indian Ocean 
archipelago.

Dr Shein made the call over the weekend when 
launching a new ‘Five Star’ hotel -Madinat-al- 
Bahri in Zanzibar.

He also tasked hotel investors to be innovative 
enough to attract `more tourists by promoting 
areas, where few of them visit including finding 
other ways of advertising them in both Unguja 
and Pemba.

Zanzibar government’s target  is to receive 
500,000 tourists next year. In isles, tourists 
enjoy the Zanzibar natural beauty including our 
beautiful beaches, coupled with prevailing peace 
as well as beautiful white sand  beaches.

Dr Shein said that tourism sector has created 
more than 28,000 direct jobs and 60,000 related 
indirect ones, a milestone in their economic 
growth. He further said that the statistics shows 
that many nationals here are benefiting from the 
sector, where a 2018 study on Policy Effectiveness, 
conducted by Commission for Tourism in 
collaboration with UNICEF noted that tourism 
plays a big role in poverty reduction in the Island. 
“We have been progressing in terms of foreign 
money collection from tourism.

The Amount has climbed from USD 157.1 million 
in 2011 to USD 520 million last year. This indicates 
that we have a workable policy,” added Dr Shein.

In another development, the President 
commended the recent agreement reached 
between ‘TouchRoad Company from China and 
them to bring more tourists up from 2018 when 
8,127 of them visited the Island to 18,127 by end of 
next year. 

According to the data from the government, 
tourism contributes 27 percent to the country’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and more than 80 
percent of the foreign currency earning. 

That was said by the Finance and Planning 

Minister Ambassador Mohamed Ramia 
Abdiwawa, adding that his government was 
committed to promoting tourism because of its 
importance to the economy. 

Dr Shein has said that his government has been 
doing a lot for its nationals in terms of achieving 
their development goals, although, not properly 
communicated in public. 

“People what to get feedback about the tax they 
pay. They must be told the achievements,” Dr 
Shein said, here when he met with the Ministry 
of Water, Land and Energy leadership on their 
performance in the past quarter of the year and 
implementing their 2019/2020 work plan. 

The President commended the Ministry’s 
executives and leaders for successfully 
implementing some of the development plans, 
citing them as on water, electricity and fuel supply.

Equally, he advised the Ministries and public 
offices to inform the public through media, saying: 
“We are here to serve people to the highest level 
of their expectation. Be close to Journalists to be 
informed from time to time on the achievement.”

In another development, he commended 
the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) and the 
Zanzibar Revenue Board (ZRB), for good work in 
collecting taxes, which enable the government 
to implement its development projects, saying: 
“Funds availability is no longer an issue to 
implement some of the projects, but the challenge 
remain is expenditure.”  

For his side, Chief Secretary Dr Abdulhamid 
Yahya Mzee commended the Zanzibar Water 
Authority (ZAWA) and ‘Zanzibar Utility Regulatory 
Authority (ZURA), for good work in ensuring that 
people get water and fuel regularly.

Dr Shein urges tour 
operators to promote 
tourist destinations

We are here to serve people to 
the highest level of their ex-
pectation
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By Correspondent James Lanka, Hai

THE Kilimanjaro-based Action for 
Justice in Society (AJISO) has launched 
a special child protection project aimed 
at scaling up gender-based violence 
(GBV) in the region and the country at 
large.

Dubbed, TUWALINDE (literally 
means ‘Lets Protect’) is a two-year 
project that will be implemented in 
three wards of Hai district, which 
are Masama-Rundugai, KIA and 
Bomang’ombe. 

The campaign is targeting child 
protection stakeholders such as  
teachers, ward and village executive 
officers (WEOs) and (VEOs), social 
welfare officers, police gender desk 
officers, community development 
officers and government officials in the 
district.

 An official from AJISO, Angelica 
Salewa said that the project, which is 
implemented with the support from 
the Foundation for Civil Society (FCS), 
is aimed at creating awareness to the 
pupils in four primary schools and 
secondary students in the district, as 
well as forming and improving special 

Child Protection Committees in Hai 
district, Kilimanjaro region.

“The project started in 2016 to 
2018 in two wards namely Masama-
Rundugai and KIA and eight 
villages  of Chekimaji, Rundugai, 
Sanyastation, Mtakuja, Makalama, 
Kawaya, Chemka and Tindigani,” 
she explained.

Salewa further explained that, they 
have added Bomang’ombe ward in the 
2019/20 TUWALINDE project.

She added that, their organization 
has provided awareness on child 
abuses, child violence, and children’s 
rights to primary pupils and secondary 
students to eliminate violence against 
them.

“From 2016 to 2018 through 
TUWALINDE project we started by 
creating awareness on child abuses 
and violence against Women and 
children to the district Child Protecting 
Committees in Hai district before 
spreading the knowledge to primary 
school pupils and secondary school 
pupils,” she explained.

She added that, the implementation 
of the project aims at joining 
government’s efforts to eliminate 

gender based violence (GBVs) through 
National Action Plan to End Violence 
against Women and Children.

For her part, the legal officer from 
AJISO, Tatu Mrutu explained, they 
introduced Child Protection project 
in Hai district after experiencing 
high number of children abuses and 
violence cases.

“AJISO collaborates with special child 
protection committees from village 
levels to regional levels to make sure 
that women and children rights are 
not denied that’s why we have started 
creating awareness to members 
of those committees and children 
themselves from primary to secondary 
schools,” she explained.

The Hai district education officer, 
Salome Msegeya, Legal oficer from 
the district, Amina Msangi and 
the headmaster for Bomang’ombe 
secondary school, Elise Msoka 
explained that, the awareness 
training to child protection 
committees and to the children 
themselves comes at a right time as 
their high increases of child abuses 
and gender-based violence against 
women and children. 

NGO launches special child protection project in Hai 

11 Kinyonga Street – Mwenge

Home Affairs deputy minister and National Road Safety Council chairman Hamad Masauni (4th-R) flanked by Puma 
Energy Tanzania managing director Dominic Dhanah (L) and Zanzibar NGOs registrar Ahmed  Khalid Abdullah in Zanzibar 
yesterday when presenting a dummy cheque for 4m/- to the administrator of Zanzibar’s Mkunazini Primary School. This 
was after a pupil at the school, Raya Zubeir Hemed (R), emerged winner of Puma Energy’s 2019 Road Safety Programme 
and Drawing Competition for Zanzibar.  Photo: Home Affairs ministry

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Youth Coalition (TYC) 
had early this month organised a 
schools camping conference  to offer 
unique opportunities  for different 
schools to interact, share experiences 
on various issues, capacity building 
and raising awareness of young people 
on sustainable development.

The school camping conference 
that was held from 5th - 7th August, 
2019 was held in Kilimanjaro region 
and was attended by 25 students and 
24 teachers. 23 schools were from 
Tanzania mainland, Zanzibar and one 
from Kenya. 

The conference was organised to 
give schools from Tanzania and Kenya  
the opportunity to share best practices, 
lessons learnt as well as challenges in 
conducting national or international 
school exchange prorammes. It also 
intended to give the opportunity to 
learn from schools that want to create 
international schools partnerships in 
the future.

Agnes Bweye who started engaging 
in exchange programmes  three 
years ago, said the skilled gained in 
the process would lead to her future 
carrier and shape youth’s personal live 
as well.  Not only carrier-wise; because 
of exchange programmes, today Agnes 
is a mentor to fellow young people and 
an entrepreneur as well.

She is now an employee at Practical 
Permaculture Institute in Zanzibar as 
a project officer and soft skills trainer.  
She started volunteering at the Dar es 
Salaam based Tanzania Youth Coalition 
(TYC) in 2015 after completing her 
undergraduate studies at Tumaini 
University.  She got an opportunity to be 
part of Weltwalt exchange programme 
and went to Germany as a volunteer for 
the first time in August 2016. 

“I am who I am because of exchange 
programmes,” she says.

Agnes, like other youths in Tanzania 
and Africa can be useful only if well 
developed and utilised for the growth 
of the continent.  On the contrary, 
youths can be disastrous if left 
unattended to and molded to become 
resourceful for their own development 
and their countries as a whole.

Reality on the ground reveals a lot 
of challenges facing them.  Some of 
the problems they face include lack 
of skills, diseases, gender violence, 

unemployment and lack of finances to 
develop their enterprises. 

“It is true that a number of measures 
and programmes to empower youths 
in the continent are ongoing; however, 
a role that exchange programmes can 
play to transform young people into 
valuable citizens is often over looked. 
As a continent, we have failed to learn 
from others and emulate how they used 
and still use such programs to achieve 
extra ordinary feats, ‘’ she explained.

“I have learnt a lot,” Agnes says.  
She mentions some of the things 
she learnt as a volunteer at TYC 
and in the exchange programme as 
project management skills, events 
planning management, leadership and 
communication skills and confidence 
among others. She noted that there 
are skills that are not taught in class 
and that exchange programs can be 
proper platforms to shape youths into 
becoming responsible global citizens.

A good orator, Agnes was one of 
participants who took part in the 
schools camping conference organised 
by TYC in Kilimanjaro region recently. 

“It is high time now that our 
government realise huge benefits that 
exchange programs can bring to youths 
in Tanzania,” Agnes advises.

Erick Sanga, a teacher at Bulongwa 
secondary school in Makete district in 
Njombe region who attended a three-
day conference urges the government 
to regard those taking part in various 
exchange programs as resources.

“These people have potentials that 
should be taped for the benefit of the 
nation,” Erick says.

In a two-year exchange program 
in Neinstedt-Sachsen Anhalt also in 
Germany, Erick was exposed to some 
new experiences.

According to him, he learned about 
best practices in German’s education 
system such as insistence of skills 
development that have propelled 
the Western European country to 
be strong in industrialisation, hence 
strong economy. 

“We have a lot to learn, emulate and 
prosper,” says Erick who speaks and 
writes good German language.

Martha Chiduo who represented a 
Dar es Salaam based Organisation for 
Community Development (OCODE) at 
the conference says to register positive 
impacts, these programs must have 
well-defined objectives which are 

practical and measurable at individual, 
organisation and national level.

OCODE run an exchange program 
with Hald International Centre in 
Norway.

Petronila Mvungi, a teacher 
at Mwanga Secondary school in 
Kilimanjaro says exchange programs 
should be for mutual benefits of both 
sides engaged in a partnership and that 
they should have a national outlook 
instead of operating separately as it is 
the case now. 

Monica Sunzu from Loyalty 
Helping Hand Organisation noted 
that exchange programs help expose 
youths to new experiences and skills 
which are requisites for Tanzania to 
achieve Vision 2025 and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Kelvin Tarimo is a teacher at Ruvu 
Remiti secondary school in Simanjiro 
and coordinates a student’s exchange 
programme between his school and 
Helen Lange in Hanover, Germany.

He said: “I have learned about the 
benefits of volunteerism. Tanzanian 
youth should learn to guard their 
culture and traditions as they 
participate in exchange programs”.

Speaking during the conference, 
Kilimanjaro Regional Education Officer, 
Pauline Mkwama urged secondary 
schools in the country to run programs 
that conform to existing government’s 
regulations and procedures for the 
benefit of schools and the government.

To reap maximum benefits; she 
advised the schools participating in 
exchange programs to have clear 
progressive aims and discuss them 
with their partners beforehand. She 
emphasized a need for schools to do 
thorough evaluations and know pros 
and cons of participating in a program 
and tasked teachers to make sure those 
students who don’t get an opportunity 
for such programs know what their 
colleagues have learnt.

TYC director, Lenin Kazoba told 
participants that preparations before 
and after exchange programmes are 
crucial for fruitful results. 

“Youths should know that exchange 
programs are not about travelling 
abroad but an opportunity to learn 
and share valuable experiences with 
others,” he said, adding that plans were 
ongoing to create partnerships among 
schools in Tanzania and between other 
African countries. 

‘Exchange programmes can transform 
youth, propel sustainable development’

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

HOME Affairs Deputy Minister Eng 
Hamad Masauni has underscored 
the need for continued road safety 
awareness and education to reduce 
road accidents in the country.

He however said the government is 
now working to review some road acts 
with the aim of controlling reckless 
road users especially motorbike 
drivers who contributes to most of the 
road crashes.

The deputy minister was speaking 
over the weekend at a function to 
award winners of the 2019 road safety 
drawing competition in Zanzibar 
which involved five primary schools 
namely; Mwembeshauri, Kisiwandui, 
Jang’ombe, Nyerere and Mkunazini. 
This year’s winner—Mkunazini primary 

school has been awarded 4m/- by 
Puma Energy Tanzania Limited. The 
event took place at Kisiwandui Primary 
school.

The company, which its principal 
activities are to market and distribute 
petroleum products in the country 
has been conducting road safety 
campaign in the country since 
2013 in collaboration with a non-
Governmental organization—AMEND.

In Zanzibar the road safety initiatives 
involved trainings conducted to 
pupils from more than five primary 
schools through a local organization—
New Vision Consortium Trainers. 
Puma through its road safety partner 

AMEND trained 13 trainers from the 
organization who in turn facilitated 
training to the primary schools whereby 
over 6500 children including disabled 
were trained on the best way of using 
roads by different models including a 
road safety drawing competition.

 “It is important for us to continue 
providing road safety education to our 
people in both sides of the country. 
Educating children on issues related 
to road safety helps protect their lives 
and reduces accidents them from 
accidents, said Eng Masauni as he 
commends Puma for providing road 
safety education to Tanzanians.

The Deputy Minister highlighted 

that although the number of accidents 
in the country have gone down, there 
are some road users who are not aware 
of traffic regulations. He insisted that 
stringent punitive measures will be 
taken against reckless drivers as well 
as those violating traffic rules. “We are 
determined to end road accidents. 
We will take legal measures against 
anyone violating traffic rules and make 
sure they are arraigned and punished 
accordingly”, said Eng Masauni.

Earlier, Puma Energy Tanzania 
Limited Executive Director, Dominic 
Dhanah said the have provided road 
safety education to five primary 
schools in the Island.

“We are today awarding the best 
performers of the 2019 road safety 
competition in Zanzibar which 
conducted with our road safety 
partners—AMEND. We have trained 
more than 6500 pupils on road 
safety and they are now confident on 
using our roads to and from schools. 
Zanzibar has recently experienced a 
rapid increase of people, number of 
vehicles and social activities due to its 
robust tourism industry”, said Dhanah.

He noted that Puma Energy 
Tanzania decided to conduct road 
safety programs in the Islands this 
year because Zanzibar has been a great 
partner in its businesses.

He noted that so far the program has 
reached 106,500 students in 6 regions 
and over 80 schools in mainland 
Tanzania and five schools in Zanzibar.
In Tanzania mainland, the program 
has covered Dar es Salaam, Geita, 
Kilimanjaro, Ruvuma, Arusha and 
Dodoma regions.

Raya Zuberi Hemed, who emerged 
overall winner of this year’s drawing 
competition pledged to be a good 
road safety ambassador by sharing the 
acquired knowledge to fellow pupils.

This year’s campaign involves more 
than 30 primary schools in the country, 
5 schools in Zanzibar being among 
them.

Masauni commits to reducing road traffic deaths
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By Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE busy Mto-wa-Mbu township, 
located along the main road linking 
Makuyuni junction with Karatu, has 
been described as a cash cow which 
has pushed Monduli to surpass its fiscal 
year revenue collections. 

Apparently, Monduli has bested it 
revenue collection target by collecting 
3.5bn/- in the just ended fiscal year, 
which has been described to be 102 
percent realization from the District’s 
earlier set target.

Originally, Monduli had planned to 
collect 3.41bn/- during the 2018/2019 
financial year but has managed to go 
beyond that ceiling with an additional 
500m/-.

Speaking during the special meeting 
between local business people in 
Monduli and Tanzania Revenue 
Authority (TRA) officers, Monduli 
District Commissioner Idd Hassan 
Kimanta pointed out that Mto-wa-Mbu 
is the precinct where almost all the 
money comes from.

Monduli is one of the seven Districts 
making up Arusha Region, others being 
the City (Arusha-Urban); Meru, Karatu, 
Longido, Arusha-Rural and the vast 
Ngorongoro.

The agrarian and occasionally water-
logged Mto-wa-Mbu valley, which also 
encompasses the township, lies within 
the Makuyuni Division of Monduli 
District and adjacent to Lake Manyara. 

Operating for almost 24 hours a day, 
Mto-wa-Mbu Township is not only a 
gateway to Ngorongoro Conservation, 
Lake Manyara and Serengeti National 
Parks, but the area also bundles 
trade, tourism and agriculture in 

one profitable package which is now 
proving to keep the Monduli economy 
afloat.

The Arusha Regional Manager for 
Tanzania Revenue Authority, Faustine 
Mdessa said his office is currently 
visiting local traders to get their views 
and opinions on how the TRA can 
assist them to perform better as far as 
their business activities in relation to 
tax remittance issues are concerned.

“We have set aside each Thursday of 
the week to be the day that TRA will 
receive complaints and suggestions 
from local business entities and traders 
in order to clear all stumbling blocks,” 
said Mdessa.

One of the local traders, Dorah 
Kipuyo said they were impressed by the 
TRA efforts to break the wall between 
business people and the Tax collecting 
body, because in the past it used to be 
a cat and mouse relation between the 
two parties.

“And we have also benefitted with 
special awareness raising training from 
TRA on how local traders can keep 
business records which is important in 
improving our daily transactions and 
undertakings,” she added.

On their part, other traders in 
Monduli were of the opinion that the 
Revenue Authority should increase 
the frequency of meeting with traders 
because challenges keep propping up 
on daily basis and they all need rapid 
intervention through joint discussions.

By Guardian Correspondent, Iringa

MINISTER in the Vice President’s 
Office (Union and Environment), 
George Simbachawene has urged the 
National Environment Management 
Council (NEMC) to collaborate with 
authorities responsible for land 
management to come up with a 
comprehensive land-use plan to shun 
environmental degradation.

Simbachawene said this while 
in a meeting with environment 
stakeholders in Iringa region to discuss 
matters related to environmental 
protection and how the region has 
positioned itself on that matter calling 
on authorities responsible with 
environmental protection to swiftly act 
now.

“All district councils in the country 
should focus on developing a 
land use plan, which will help the 
management of the land and make the 
environmental management process 
easier as the plan for each area is 
completed and implemented,” said 

Minister Simbachawene.
He said the environment is affecting 

the lives of every Tanzanian in their 
localities and thus it is so important 
to allocate areas according to needs 
which will help guide the community 
on environmental conservation as 
opposed to now.

“Excessive power is used by 
law enforcers and environmental 
regulators to punish the community 
even though the land use infrastructure 
is not regulated,” he said.

He added that NEMC has partnered 
with district councils and other 
authorities in the country to develop 
and implement a land-use plan to keep 
citizens in charge of environmental 
management according to the plan.

“Community education on 
conservation and protection should 

continue to be provided by the relevant 
authorities to build awareness and this 
should not amount into the use of 
powers of the law for citizens who are 
ignorant and needs more education,” 
he said.

Minister Simbachawene used the 
session to call on NEMC executives 
and institutions across the country 
to regulate other jurisdictions to 
avoid overlapping responsibilities 
and also help them in fulfilling their 
responsibilities.

“A government executive apart from 
managing the laws that guide him in his 
work must also go through the laws of 
other jurisdictions to help him make 
informed decisions in his work in a bid 
to make sure that unnecessary conflicts 
are avoided,” Simbachawene said.

For his part, Iringa Regional 

Commissioner,  Ally Hapi  said 
cooperation in environmental 
education especially at this time 
when the government has focused on 
industrialization and building a middle 
income country is important.

“In order to fulfill the Government’s 
goal of achieving a middle income 
and industrialized economy, we must 
work together in the management of 
land use and the management of water 
resources so that the implementation 
of various projects is not hindered,” 
said Hapi.

The NEMC Board Chairman, Prof 
Esnat Chaggu said all the instructions 
and suggestions had been received, 
adding that the board would direct 
the management to implement all the 
orders so that the land use plan can be 
implemented.

Good land use plan key in environmental 
protection, says minister Simbachawene

Mto-wa-Mbu township 
helps Monduli District 
surpass 2018/19 target 
for revenue collection

“We have set aside each Thursday 
of the week to be the day that 
TRA will receive complaints and 
suggestions from local business 
entities and traders in order to 
clear all stumbling blocks”

Sengerema 
district 
commissioner 
Emmanuel Kipole 
cuts a ribbon 
to inaugurate a 
building at Busisi 
Primary School 
rehabilitated by 
TPB Bank at a 
cost of 10.4m/-. 
Others are TPB 
Bank board 
chairman Dr 
Edmund Mndolwa 
(2nd-L); the 
bank’s Sengerema 
branch manager, 
Joseph Fumbo 
(L); the school’s 
head teacher, 
Marco Dominic 
(3rd-R); the bank 
CEO, Sabasaba 
Moshingi (R); 
and CCM’s 
Mwanza regional 
secretary, 
Salum Kalli. 
Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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Invest in child education, parents urged

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Iringa

 DRIVERS and conductors of com-
muter buses in the municipality have 
formed a Savings and Credit Coopera-
tive Society (SACCOS) and are set to in-
vest in the transport sector.

Through their union known by its 
Kiswahil acronym UMMI with more 
than 700 members, the drivers and 
touts believe they can turn the organi-
zation into an economic empower-
ment vehicle.

UMMI chairman Ambakisye Mwan-
gomba said last week in an interview 
with The Guardian about the plans 
for the union where he said they were 
planning to buy a Coaster bus to make 
money for the union’s basket fund.

For years, they have long been work-
ing without contracts with their em-
ployers, and then the idea of estab-
lishing a union came with the view to 
becoming self-reliant.

He said the SACCOS) is meant to en-
able members uplift themselves eco-
nomically by borrowing pooled money 
for interest which is a profit for the un-
ion..

Recently, CCM National Executive 
Committee member (Mnec) Iringa Re-
gion Salim Abri, who is also the direc-
tor of ASAS of companies, gave them 10 
million shillings (10m / -) he promised 
to the union.

Expressing their gratitude yester-
day in their office, Union Chairman 
Ambakisye Mwangomba and Execu-
tive Secretary Rashid Ayubu said they 
thank Mnec Salim Abri for fulfilling his 
promise to help the association with 
this monetary support, adding that giv-
ing is heartfelt.

UMMI officials said that they had 
previously asked the Salim visited and 
launched their office situated at the 
Miyomboni area of Iringa, where he 
had earlier promised the money and 
deposited it into the union’s bank ac-
count.

The chairman Mwangomba ex-
plained that they as a union of Iringa 
Municipal drivers started the coalition 
with the goal of establishing a savings 
bank (saccos) but decided to launch a 

special car project to raise money and 
eventually maintain a fund to enable 
the financially viable. .

He said that they intend to buy a 
coaster bus that will do the collection 
and quickly generate income to take 
care of their Saccos and eventually 
lend them (members) with low interest 
hence economically empowered.

Mwangomba explained that the 
coalition already has its office but also 
faces the challenge of computers, office 
chairs and capital, but the capital has 
received ten million shillings donated 
by Salim and computers have been do-
nated by Special Seat Member of Parlia-
ment Ritta Kabati.

And the Secretary of UMMI, Rashidi 
Ayubu said that the union more than 
700 members and continues to enroll 
more members so they can fund the 
fund through monthly admissions and 
fees.

He added that to improve their cen-
tral performance they have set up to 
establish the same coalition of drivers 
is to bring them together as drivers and 
conductors so that they can have a uni-
fied voice and communicate economi-
cally through their saccos.

He said that for a long time now Irin-
ga had not had any tool that was linking 
drivers and conductors and defending 
their interests.

Ayubu told the reporter that they 
have been conducting various semi-
nars for drivers and conductors on 
the importance and benefits of being 
together in providing road safety edu-
cation and contracting with their em-
ployers.

“Many drivers and contractors have 
been working without employment 
contracts something that deprives 
them of the right to receive their ben-
efits when they leave work and remain 
complacent and eventually die poor 
without having anything,” said.

However, Ayubu noted the union has 
continued to urge many stakeholders 
in Iringa region to support the coalition 
as they have a broader focus on launch-
ing a special project that will enable 
them to diversify and eventually elimi-
nate income poverty for members.

By Manuela Kasper-Claridge

EIGHT female founders from Ghana, 
Kenya and South Africa are currently 
in Berlin as part of the Female Tech 
Business in Africa programme. 
They want to network and push for 
digitization throughout Africa.

It’s an ostentatious building on 
Berlin’s grand Kurfürstendamm 
boulevard. Outside, gray rain clouds 
are rolling in, inside on the fifth floor, 
eight female engineers and computer 
scientists are talking. They are among 
those helping to shape the African 
startup scene and driving digitization 
throughout the continent.

As part of the Female Tech Business 
in Africa program, they talk about the 
challenges they face. They want to 
expand their professional networks, 
share their experiences and meet other 
founders and possible investors.

One of them is Naadiya Moosajee 
from South Africa. She is a civil 
engineer and the co-founder of 
WomEng, a platform that coaches 
women in engineering professions and 
helps them with their job search.

“We have a market platform for 
female engineers,” she explains proudly 
and stresses that WomEng is already 
active in 22 countries. Consulting for 
companies is part of their work as well. 
Moosajee, who also holds a master’s 
degree in transportation engineering, 
is convinced that Africa in particular 
has many talented, well-educated 
women. But often companies haven’t 
discovered those talents yet. 

 “They have to change their hiring 
strategies to attract more female 
engineers,” she said. One thing she 
doesn’t mention is that she herself was 
named one of the “Top 20 Young Power 
Women in Africa” by Forbes Magazine. 
She appears friendly and modest.

In Berlin she hopes to learn from 
the experiences of other female 
entrepreneurs. For her, raising venture 
capital as a female founder is an 

important topic. “How to raise money 
is an issue for many female founders,” 
she says. The program for the African 
female founders is organized by the 
NGO enpact and supported by the GIZ, 
Germany’s agency for international 
cooperation. The German capital is 
well-known for its startup scene in 
Africa as well.

Stepping out of the comfort zone
This afternoon, the African 

entrepreneurs meet Mali Baum, 
who founded WLOUNGE in Berlin, a 
network for business and technology 
with a focus on women and inclusion. 
She says that startups by women are 
often too small to draw the interest of 
venture capitalists.

“The venture capitalists don’t like 
to step out of their comfort zone,” she 
laughs “but you have to educate them. 
Don’t forget, the future is technology.”

Experts agree that Africa is in the 
middle of a digital transformation. 
AfroBarometer, a pan-African research 
network, has found that “mobile phone 
networks have grown faster than any 
other area of core infrastructure over 
the past decade, increasing by nearly a 
quarter” on the continent.

Digitization offers completely new 
opportunities for female African 
founders. Margaret Mutheu from Kenya 
is part of 1MillionStartups. The global 
community is geared toward achieving 
the UN’s sustainable development 
goals. Mutheu is a computer scientist 
and responsible for East Africa at 
1MillionStartups. 

“Women entrepreneurs often work 
in the service sector, they create 
jobs but they have difficulties getting 
funding,” she explains. “They also don’t 
know how to price their service.”

Right now Mutheu is setting up a 
startup hub. With her small team, she 
coaches female founders. A lot of it 
happens digitally. “I had a dream to get 
into entrepreneurship,” she says, her 
eyes beaming. “I am living my dream 
now.”

NAIROBI

AN endangered breed of the giraffe specie, the 
rothschild, in Kenya has been given treatment 
for what authorities say is a bone tumour.

The condition caused it to have a big swelling 
around one of its eyes. Despite being resident 
in the Lake Nakuru National Park, it took social 
media outrage to force the Kenya Wildlife 
Service (KWS) to go to the aid of the ailing 
giraffe.

KWS confirmed on Thursday that the said 
giraffe suffered from a bone tumour. “While it is 
in able condition to move, feed & water, excising 
the tumour proved difficult due to the extent of 
the growth that would cause potentially serious 
complications,” they wrote on Twitter.

“Led by Dr. Titus Kaitho, our vet team 
administered a palliative treatment of 
antibiotics and anti-inflammatory drugs and 
the giraffe will be closely monitored,” their 
statement added.

A section of Kenyans on social media are 
incensed that it took social media to get the 
authorities to act and save an animal under 
their care.

The incident coincided with a Geneva 
conference where nations around the world 
moved to protect giraffes as an endangered 
species for the first time, drawing praise from 
conservationists and scowls from some sub-
Saharan African nations. Thursday’s vote 
by a key committee at the World Wildlife 
Conference known as CITES paves the way for 
the measure’s likely approval by its plenary 
next week. Kenya was a key campaigner for 
strict protection.

The plan would regulate world trade in 
giraffe parts, including hides, bone carvings 
and meat, while stopping short of a full ban. It 
passed 106-21 with seven abstentions.

“So many people are so familiar with giraffes 
that they think they’re abundant,” said Susan 
Lieberman, vice president of international 
policy for the Wildlife Conservation Society. 
“And in Southern Africa, they may be doing OK, 
but giraffes are critically endangered.”

Lieberman said giraffes were particularly at 
risk in parts of West, Central and East Africa.

The Wildlife Conservation Society said it 
was concerned about the multiple threats to 
giraffes that have already resulted in population 
decline, citing habitat loss, droughts worsened 
by climate change and the illegal killings and 
trade in giraffe body parts.

Eight career women 
from Africa coming 
together in Germany

Kenya social media 
outrage saves giraffe 
with bone tumour

By Getrude Mbago

PARENTS and guardians have been 
challenged to invest on education for 
their children as it’s the only weapon 
for their future development.

Zinga Ward councilor in Bagamoyo 
district, Coast region, Mohamed 
Mwinyigogo made the call over the 
weekend when speaking at the Mazzol-
di pre and primary school’s Standard 
Seven graduation ceremony.

He said education was among the 
strongest tool that would make chil-
dren strong and competent in their 
lifetime.

He noted that children are the great-
est assets and future leaders who 
should be nurtured well to be able to 
play meaningful roles in future.

The ward councilor commended the 
school’s board and its management for 
their continue investment in educa-
tion and providing quality services to a 

number of children.
“This nation needs patriotic and edu-

cated young generation who will be 
able to serve in various sectors as pi-
lots, lawyers, doctors, engineers, nurs-
es, teachers and so forth, those who 
will be able to contribute immensely 
in the country’s development,” he said.

Mwinyigogo also commended the 
management of Mazzoldi School for 
their investment urging them to main-
tain the quality for the children’s bright 

future.
For her part, Sister Aquila Tarimo, 

the school’s director said that the 
school started in 2009 with only three 
children but it has now more than 1000 
children calling on parents to continue 
sending children for better education.

“In providing of education we also 
raise the children to have good morals, 
we live make sure that they graduate 
having all the requirements needed to 
achieve their future goals,” she said

Iringa drivers, conductors form 
cooperative for empowerment 

NMB Bank Plc eastern zone manager Baraka Ladislaus speaks at the soft launch of the bank’s Utete cash collection point in Rufiji District, Coast Region, at the 
weekend.  The development moves financial services closer to local people, many of whom had to travel over 90 km to the nearest branch – at Kibiti. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

A samosa seller waits for customers at the Karume Stadium bus stop along Dar es Salaam’s Uhuru Street Road in 
Dar es Salaam at the weekend but without caring about the importance of environmental hygiene. Photo: John 
Badi
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By Guardian Correspondent

WOMEN’S Law and Development 
in Africa (WiLDAF) has called on the 
government and political parties to 
create systems that provide space for 
women to actively participate in the 
country’s leadership and decision 
making-processes.

 Such systems will empower women 
to participate fully in leadership and 
decision-making processes in various 
fields – politics and economically.

Speaking at a one-day dialogue on 
increasing women participation in 
leadership and decision making  in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday, Director 
of WiLDAF, Anna Kulaya said that 

women  contribution to the liberation 
movement in Africa is  enormous , 
and it is important that the spirit to be 
maintained.

“We all know that in the country 
woman such as Bibi Titi Mohammed 
was actively involved in our country’s 
liberation movement. She played 
a major role in the struggle for 
independence and ending colonial rule 
in Tanzania,” said  Kulaya

She said there till a vacuum for 
women’s participation in politics and 
leadership positions in Tanzania, 
suggesting it is important to continue 
encouraging women to come up 
and participate in politics and other 
leadership positions.

Kulaya explained that the origins 
of the African Women’s Day on 31 
July 1962 come from the African 
Union Women’s World Congress 
organized in Dar es Salaam, adding 
that “this day is the fruit of the 
solidarity between women derived 
from solidarity and solidarity 
against the oppressive system and 
all forms of oppression that women 
have been subjected to.”

Presenting a paper on the status 
of women representation in the 
leadership and decision making, 
are we on the right track?, Advocate 
Clarence Kipobota said penetration of 
women in the senior positions in most 
of the political parties is still a challenge 

because of patriarchy systems which 
always favour men.

“Among other things, the legal 
systems itself also does not provide 
enough space for women to be 
equipped economically and 
intellectually so that they can compete 
in the political arena and bring positive 
impact to society,”

He said in the 2015 elections, only 
23.3 percent of women won in the 
country’s polls, claiming that “this 
proves that if offered the opportunity 
women can do wonders, thus bring 
positive changes in the society and the 
national leadership.”

“The findings show that when 
women are given leadership positions 

they tend to produce positive results 
because of their hard work spirit but 
the challenge is their willingness to 
come out and contest for political 
posts,” he explained.

Advocate Kipobota said that it is 
important for governments and all 
stakeholders to look at the possibility 
of developing a special economic 
empowerment fund for women to 
participate in decision-making and 
leadership positions.

For her part, Neema Lugangira, 
a participant who is a member of 
the ruling CCM women wing said 
the organization recognizes the 
importance of women in participating 
in leadership and decision-making, 

and “that’s why UWT has set up specific 
policies and strategies that enable 
women to participate actively in 
leadership positions.”

“Within the UWT we recognize the 
importance of involving young women 
and women in equipping them with 
the needed skills and competencies 
to participate in competitive politics 
and decision-making processes,” said 
Lugangira

Lugangira added that for women 
to get involved actively in politics 
and leadership positions but that 
women should have a specific agenda 
that would allow them to identify 
themselves in communities and 
political parties.

By Francis Kajubi

ST. JOSEPH University has set aside 
1.4bn/- to be issued as grants to 505 
students who will join the university 
for the 2019/20 academic year for 
diploma and undergraduate courses in 
engineering.

Speaking at the first Alumni meet 
gala in Dar es Salaam held on Saturday, 
the University’s acting Vice Chancellor, 
Prof Innocent Ngalinda, said that the 
grant will give priority to this year’s 
form six leavers especially the top ten 
students who are interested in taking 
engineering courses.

“We will also pick students from the 
top ten list at a region and districts 
levels. The grant will also accommodate 
students who passed well but are not in 
the top ten list covering the national 
to district level. Students admitted for 
diploma courses will also benefit with 
this grant but have to sit for a test first 
to qualify,” said Prof Ngalinda.

According to him, the grant is set 
for five years covering tuition fees 
and accommodation. Both Tanzania 
mainland and Zanzibar students will 
benefit from this grant. The university 
brought together alumni graduated  in   
2004 and 2018.

About 400 Alumni residing in Dar es 

Salaam attended the gala to represent 
their colleagues.

He said during that time, the 
university produced 7,800 graduates. 
Among them 4,034 graduates in 
Bachelor of Engineering, 1,036 
Bachelor in Educational, 636 Bachelor 
degree in computer science and 53 
graduate\s in commerce and business 
administration.

“The expected enrollment of the next 
academic year to start next September 
is around 2000 for degree programs. 
Alumni like you are mostly needed 
in bringing up innovation in line with 
the government’s mission to industrial 
economy” said Prof Ngalinda.

He revealed that, in building 
capacity for graduates, the University 
is introducing a development plan 
focusing on three elements namely 
education gap analysis, Innovation 
for entrepreneurship and incubation 
framework. The University has 
introduced new courses namely 
Industrial engineering, Biochemical 
engineering and Megatronics 
engineering at NTA levels.

“These courses are been introduced 

purposely to comply with the world’s 
technological developments. Through 
engaging alumni to our ongoing 
activities we believe that we will be 
creating loyal ambassadors to the 
local and international societies” he 
asserted.

The Chief Guest of the event, 
Minister of Works, Transport and 
Communication, Eng. Isack Kamwelwe, 
commended the University for 
producing new engineers to the 
market but called upon graduates to 
be innovative and abide by engineering 
code of ethics in their duties.

“We need engineers who are job 
creators but not job seekers. Engineers 
who are loyal and ethical are mostly 
needed today as our country embarks 
on a journey to achieve a middle income 
status through industrialization” said 
Kamwelwe.

Issa Hezron, Digital Opportunity 
Trust IT Manager, graduated a degree 
in Information System and Network 
engineering at St. Joseph back in 
2012 said that graduates have to be 
innovative because the world has 
turned into a digital place.

St. Joseph University sets aside 
1.4bn/- for 505 students grants

WiLDAF urges political parties to have system to allow women into leadership, decision-making bodies

TBL managing director Philip Redman speaks at a ‘Be The Coach’ training programme graduation ceremony in Dar es 
Salaam at the weekend. The training, which is run by firm, is meant to help the youth understand their potential better 
and identify opportunities they could benefit from. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

A
LVARO Rodrigues, 
the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) resident 

representative and UN agencies 
coordinator Tanzania is about to 
leave the country as his tenure ended 
on Friday last week. He went over a 
number of issues that occupied his 
attention in his five-year stay here, 
being broadly optimistic and thinly 
pessimistic in his remarks. Local 
experts and policy makers need to 
ponder on what he said’ he knows the 
country well.

In a conversation with a staffer of this 
newspaper, he talked about strengths 
and areas of improvement, where 
pundits will have all the leeway to 
map out what he thinks of the present 
and the immediate past, how he looks 
at the changes. He said Tanzania has 
been his longest stay in his 29 years 
in the United Nations, which implies 
he has some impressions properly 
thought out, even worked out in terms 
of method. He affirms the country has 
a lot of potential but many are left 
behind.

This aspect of his remarks was 
intriguing as it wasn’t implying that 
plenty is being done in that direction 
but really that either there is plenty 
to do, or we even don’t realize how 
enormous – or how important –that task 
is wont to be. Another aspect of what 
he pointed out was that his optimism is 
built on the fact that “people are active 
at demanding what they want.” This 
is also a coded message, for there is a 
whole problem of class interpretation 
of ‘people,’ which voices are meant in 
particular.

Other remarks also opened a 
breadth of interpretation to gauge 
his actual sentiments and the kind of 
advice intended, as United Nations 

functionaries are diplomats like all 
others, in which case they may not 
always say what they actually think. 
But they give enough indications so as 
to convey a message, and presumably 
a clear one for that occasion. When 
it comes to the country’s aspirations 
to become a prosperous, semi-
industrialized middle income economy 
by 2025, he UNDP executive said it 
is a peaceful country “which must 
capitalize on this situation to move 
forward.”  Isn’t it doing it already?

He provided insights into UN work 
in relation to government policy 
formulation, when airing notable 
areas of his work in the five years of 
his presence here, underlining the 
need for scaling up and balancing 
infrastructural development and social 
development, that is, development 
of the people. Exactly the same 
unease comes up, as to whether this 
is something we need to remember, 
or it is the very centre of policy action 
right now. The tonality is that there are 
plenty of weaknesses in this area.

Part of the problem perhaps is 
that many development activists, 
environmentalists in the first place, 
and the outgoing UN executive is 
likely to have many friends in that 
sphere, have plenty of worries about 
industrialization. They view the jobs 
promise of industries as overstated, 
as technology is continually reducing 
the number of people that modern 
factories need, and that isn’t because 
they will be fielding robots, etc. If 
anything robot-like technology already 
has pride of place in the brewing, 
bottling and packaging industry 
generally; farm modernization - with 
combine harvesters - beckons. As a 
UN expert well connected with South 
America, he knows industries don’t 
provide all solutions.

Balancing infrastructure growth with 
social welfare must be work in progress

By Wole Olaoye

T
HRILLED as we all are 
whenever one of the 
dinosaurs gobbling up 
our national wealth is 

interdicted, we tend to accept as a 
fact of life the many gnawing cases of 
corruption that dog our every step 
from sunup to sundown. 

We have come to accept that it is okay 
if the little man devices illegal means 
and barricades to augment his salary. 
We simply shrug. At times, we even 
condemn those who refuse to accept 
the culture of palm-greasing. “This is 
Nigeria”, we say in justification of petty 
bribes as if there is a general consensus 
to change the country’s name to 
Briberia. Even if, by some magic, we 
are able to put all the eminent thieves 
in the country out of circulation, the 
millions of daily cases of petty bribes 
will still drag us down.  

A visitor’s first encounter with routine 
bribery, Nigerian style, is at the entry 
point. At the land borders, it’s a bazaar 
of sorts. Just pay the routine bribe and 
cross over. Veteran smugglers know the 
going rate for every illegal item. All the 
uniformed officers at the border post 
are involved in the game. It is almost 
formalised. 

At the airport, a first time visitor 
would be embarrassed when, instead 
of a professional interview, an 
immigration officer is asking what 
gift the fellow brought for the boys on 
duty. I have been asked such a question 
before. I told the officer that he was 
misusing the uniform the federal 
government permitted him to wear 
and that he was giving the country a 
bad image. 

He sniggered and made an 
unsuccessful attempt to turn the whole 
thing into a joke: “Oga, can’t somebody 
joke with you?” I replied that he wasn’t 
employed to joke with travellers but 
to examine travel documents. If you 
thought some immigration officers 
constitute a problem, wait until you 
clear immigration and collect your 
luggage. The Customs are waiting for 
you, whether you have something 
to declare or not. Nigeria is the only 
country in my travelling experience 
where customs officers waylay 
passengers with nothing to declare. 
They insist on opening your bag with 
the hope of finding something they can 
use to blackmail you — or they simply 
beg for whatever item catches their 
fancy. A friend once came in with a new 
wheelchair for his ailing relative. 

When the customs could not find 
anything else to blackmail him with, 
they said he was required to pay duty 
on the wheelchair. It was an attempted 
shakedown. Their calculation was that 
my friend would ‘do the needful’ and 
bribe his way, but he asked to speak to 
their boss. Fortunately, the boss was a 
good man. He apologised to my friend 
and lectured his boys that a wheelchair 
is a medical requirement not subject to 
duty. 

When you travel all over the world 
and have pleasant experiences at their 
entry points, the trepidation you feel on 
landing in Nigeria is not caused by the 
big thieves who loot the treasury but 
by the small man wearing a uniform 
and determined to pick your pocket 
through whatever stratagem he can 
devise. Even cleaning staff employed 
to take care of the toilets think that the 
airport is some kind of money-minting 
institution. 

They waylay you at the urinal with 
tissue paper, many times breaching 
your privacy. Only in Nigeria! Tissue 
paper that is supposed to be stacked 
in a place where toilet users can help 
themselves is now turned into an item 
for supplicating ‘dash’. When you’re 
handed the tissue with an unctuous, 
“Happy weekend, sir”, you’re expected 
to ‘drop something for the boys’. If you 
didn’t know better, you would think 
begging for alms or asking for bribes is 
in our DNA. 

Out on the streets, you’re confronted 
by all manner of petty thieving. God 
help you if you stay in your car and 
order the attendant at the petrol station 
to fill the tank. You would find out that 
our petrol attendants have mastered 
the art and science of manipulating the 
pumps to under-dispense. They would 
pick your pockets with your eyes wide 
open. Some of the worst specimens of 
these cheats are to be found in various 
government offices rendering services 
to the public. 

That is why you have all sorts 
of middlemen hanging around 
government offices. They work in 
cahoots with the public servants as 
conduit for bribes and ‘consultants’. 
If you’re the stubborn type and you 
want to beat the bribery ring, your 
file will either disappear or some 
technical reason will be concocted to 
deny approval. It is not for nothing that 
many of the eye-catching properties in 
Abuja are owned by civil servants. 

Has anyone wondered why most 
of the CCTVs installed at the Federal 
Secretariat, airports, border posts, 
sea ports and immigration offices 
are now unserviceable? The staff 
don’t want them. Why allow a device 
that could capture evidence of your 
crime? That is why a country as big 
as Nigeria does physical inspection of 
60-foot containers. Everywhere else 
in the world, massive scanners do the 
job. But over here, we damage the 
machines so that human beings can 
be put in their places — Aha! You can’t 
bribe a machine, but a human being 
can ‘negotiate’…. The more you remove 
the human element the more you 
eliminate opportunities for corruption. 

That is elementary logic. There is 
nothing like a minor case of corruption 
for, as Jennifer Lawrence notes, “We 
need to tell each other our stories. 
We need to show that everyone — our 
neighbours, our families, our 
community leaders — everyone we 
know is touched by corruption.”

The Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
commonly referred to as Nigeria is 
a federal republic in West Africa, 
bordering Niger in the north, Chad 
in the northeast, Cameroon in the 
southeast, and Benin in the west. Its 
coast in the south is located on the 
Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. 
The federation comprises 36 states 
and 1 Federal Capital Territory, where 
the capital, Abuja is located. Nigeria is 
officially a democratic secular country. 

Nigeria has been home to a number of 
ancient and indigenous kingdoms and 
states over the millennia. The modern 
state originated from British colonial 
rule beginning in the 19th century, and 
took its present territorial shape with 
the merging of the Southern Nigeria 
Protectorate and Northern Nigeria 
Protectorate in 1914. The British set 
up administrative and legal structures 
while practising indirect rule through 
traditional chiefdoms. Nigeria became 

a formally independent federation in 
1960. It experienced a civil war from 
1967 to 1970. It thereafter alternated 
between democratically elected 
civilian governments and military 
dictatorships until it achieved a stable 
democracy in 1999, with the 2011 
presidential election considered the 
first to be reasonably free and fair. 

Nigeria is often referred to as the 
“Giant of Africa”, owing to its large 
population and economy. With 186 
million inhabitants, Nigeria is the 
most populous country in Africa and 
the seventh most populous country 
in the world. Nigeria has the third-
largest youth population in the world, 
after India and China, with more than 
90 million of its population under 
age 18. The country is viewed as a 
multinational state as it is inhabited by 
250 ethnic groups, of which the three 
largest are the Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba; 
these ethnic groups speak over 250 
different languages and are identified 
with a wide variety of cultures. The 
official language is English. Nigeria 
is divided roughly in half between 
Christians, who live mostly in the 
southern part of the country, and 
Muslims, who live mostly in the north. 
A minority of the population practice 
religions indigenous to Nigeria, such 
as those native to the Igbo and Yoruba 
ethnicities. 

As of 2015, Nigeria is the world’s 
20th largest economy, worth more 
than $500 billion and $1 trillion in 
terms of nominal GDP and purchasing 
power parity respectively. It overtook 
South Africa to become Africa’s largest 
economy in 2014. The 2013 debt-
to-GDP ratio was 11 percent. Nigeria 
is considered to be an emerging 
market by the World Bank; it has been 
identified as a regional power on the 
African continent, a middle power in 
international affairs, and has also been 
identified as an emerging global power. 
However, it currently has a “low” 
Human Development Index, ranking 
152nd in the world. Nigeria is a member 
of the MINT group of countries, which 
are widely seen as the globe’s next 
“BRIC-like” economies. It is also listed 
among the “Next Eleven” economies 
set to become among the biggest 
in the world. Nigeria is a founding 
member of the African Union and a 
member of many other international 
organizations, including the United 
Nations, the Commonwealth of Nations 
and OPEC.

The name Nigeria was taken from 
the Niger River running through the 
country. This name was coined in the 
late 19th century by British journalist 
Flora Shaw, who later married Lord 
Lugard, a British colonial administrator. 

What can you do about 
corruption in low places?

Global outrage on trophy 
hunting is unnecessary

A
FTER more than three 
years, Tanzania has lifted 
the ban on trophy hunting, 
allowing Tanzanian citizens 

and holders of foreign  residence a 
chance  to hunt and kill wildlife for 
meat and wall decoration. Proof    of 
the kill has to be presented afterwards 
in the form of skin, hooves and other 
non-edible animal parts.

Residents hunting permits are 
issued to citizens and foreigners living 
in Tanzania, including diplomats, 
business executives and other groups 
of non-citizens working in the country.

The government has defended the 
move saying it will go a long way in 
supporting conservation of wildlife 
through sustainable hunting,, which 
will be closely supervised by the 
government. Big hunting is a thriving 
business in Tanzania where hunting 
companies attract wealthy tourists, 
mostly American professional 
hunters, to carry out expensive safari 
expeditions for big game hunting.

Tanzania offers almost sixty species 
of game for trophy hunting, including 
four of the big five which consist of 
elephant, lion, leopard and buffalo. 
The most commonly hunted species 
in Tanzania are buffalo, impala, 
hartebeest, wildebeest, warthog, zebra, 
waterbuck, hippo, crocodile and eland.

Selous Game Reserve   is the most 
important destination for trophy 
hunting in Tanzania. Assessment of 
the trend of trophy hunting and its 
role in conservation was conducted 
for a 10-year period (2001-2010) using 
buffalo, elephant, greater kudu, impala, 
leopard and lion.

A group of activists is trying 
to persuade an international 
conservation conference to ban trophy 
hunting, which outrages some animal 
lovers but has long been tolerated by 
some environmentalists as a way of 
protecting wildlife.

More than 50 members of the 
European Parliament and 50 
environmental groups, led by the 
Campaign to Ban Trophy Hunting, 

signed a petition to the triennial CITES 
conference taking place in Geneva.

The Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an 
international treaty granting degrees of 
protection to over 35,000 species.

Agreements passed at the 
conference are legally binding to 183 
signatory states, and although they do 
not supersede national law, they set 
standards for global trade and tourism.

A trophy hunting ban is not currently 
on the agenda as resolutions need to be 
submitted six months ahead. A CITES 
spokesman declined to comment on 
the letter and said CITES decisions 
are taken by governments, not the 
secretariat. CITES adopted a resolution 
at its 2016 conference recognizing 
the compatibility between well-
managed trophy hunting and species 
conservation.

Trophy hunting, while popular with 
a small group of wealthy big-game 
hunters, has come under the spotlight 
in recent years following several high 
profile cases. The death of a lion called 
Cecil, shot by an American dentist 
in Zimbabwe in 2015, sparked global 
outrage.

The World Wildlife Fund, which 
is not a signatory to the anti-trophy 
hunting petition, supports a limited 
amount of hunting provided it helps 
local communities prioritize wildlife 
conservation over alternatives such as 
cattle raising and habitat conversion 
for farming.

Eduardo Goncalves, President of 
the Campaign to Ban Trophy Hunting, 
rejects this argument.”Trophy hunting 
is immoral and cruel,” he said, adding 
that it often goes hand in hand with 
poaching. He added that trophy 
hunting brings in pennies compared to 
ecotourism. 

International Union for Conservation 
of Nature spokeswoman Rosie Cooney, 
who is attending the CITES conference, 
said ecotourism and trophy hunting 
are not mutually exclusive and both 
should be used to protect wildlife.



G
reetings for the 
coming week, 
which inds 
me applauding 

a recent headline 
of…” Southern Africa 
Development Community 
(SADC) adopts Kiswahili as 
fourth oicial language”.

This means that the lingua 
franca in East Africa and 
parts of Central Africa, now 
joins English, French and 
Portuguese as an oicial 
language to be used during 
engagements within the 
bloc.

So how cheering to 
know that Kiswahili has  
become the irst indigenous 
language to be used by the 
organisation  at  an inter-
state level, though it is 
already an oicial one at the 
African Union.

Many years ago in a 
London shop, I was next to a 
group of young African men 
conversing in a language 
I hadn’t heard before, but 
which sounded  melodic,  
and very pleasing to the 
ear.    On talking to these 
visitors, I learnt  they were 
from Tanzania, and that 
the language was Kiswahili, 
which I found wonderful… 
and still do today.

This is the only language 
I’ve come across where 
the opposite word for ‘yes’  
sounds  so mild and  gentle.    
In English of course  it is 
“NO!”  in German “NEIN”and 
in Russian “NIET”!,  all harsh 
sounding, like many others, 
but  in keeping with the 

meaning I suppose, yet in 
Swahili, “hapana” is so soft, 
as though the speakers of it, 
don’t want to be impolite in 
giving a negative response 
to… anything!

…and if Kiswahili is 
magical, what about the 
wonderful tribal languages, 
and why don’t Tanzanians 
value them?     When I irst 
asked this question years 
ago, I was told they were 
“divisive”, but the many 
difering cultural customs 
and habits which back them 
can also be alienating, and 
not just the varying tongues, 
so should the customs be 
done away with as well,  
along with the languages…
and homogonise everything, 
like the western world has 
done?       

Or should all tribal 
indentities be merged into 
one cultural soup, rendering 
them meaningless, surely 
not.    Look how boring the 
world has become since 
English, and ‘American 
English” now dominate, and 
have globalised the planet, 
along with promoting the 
capitalist culture.     Though 
this dominance appears  
benign,  it can cause a 
‘degradation’ of the spirit, 
as well as eroding clan 
values, in countries  having 
indigenous peoples.        

And let’s not forget,  
crushing indigenous 
languages, was often the 
irst action conquerers 
took, imposing their own 
with barbaric discipline,  to 

intimidate the people into 
subservience. 

Writing recently in 
the Guardian, Dr. Victor 
Oladokun, from the African 
Development Bank, 
who is passionate about  
safeguarding   tribal tongues, 
says “…Language is all–
encompassing, and not just 
a means of commmunicating 
.    It is also a repository of 
values, customs, culture and 
history.     In short, it is the 

embodiment of who we are as 
a people.

…therefore the loss or 
extinction of a language is 
simply not only an inability 
to speak in a way and 
manner that is generally 
understood, it is the loss 
of identity, linguistically, 
culturally, psychologically 
and historically”.   

…and surely many people 
would agree with that.   He’s 
right also in saying that 

economic migration to the 
cities, can end up leaving 
the old speakers of local 
languages behind in their 
rural communities.   But 
since a language cannot 
survive without  children 
learning to speak it, and 
the elderly locals gradually 
die of, so do the languages 
along with them.   And 
something precious is gone 
forever.   It’s a sad scenario.    

Though Dr. Oladokun 

points out that family and 
community members 
should play collective 
roles as custodians of local 
languages, but the problem 
is that in the 21st century, 
many younger adults are 
linguistically challenged 
themselves, and as such 
are in need of tutoring and 
learning. 

But for those of the 
Nigerian and African 
elite who do know these 

languages, he questions 
why they neglect to pass the 
knowledge on, and in what 
he calls linguistic snobbery, 
boast instead about the  
command their children 
have of the English idiom.

To add to the dismal 
forcast, we have a tech-
driven world today that is 
dominated by less than a 
dozen global  languages.   
Consequently , social media, 
TV and digital programmes,  
computer games, mobile 
apps and news content, 
certainly don’t utilise 
indigenous tongues.

But Oladuken thinks 
that todays policy makers, 
content producers, 
advertisers and the private 
and public sector could 
team up to create regionally 
televised elementary  and 
high school debates in 
indegenous languages.   
To motivate the younger 
generation, awards could 
include generous academic 
prizes and scholarships…
and the opportunity to meet 
and be honored by well 
known national leaders.”    

This seems ambitious but 
implimentable, but how do 
we get those in a position 
to act…to do so?...maybe ap-
peals should be made to the 
tourism oicials here…. like 
in Kenyal, where tribalism 
and all that goes with it, has 
been glamourised for tour-
ism purposes.      But does 
this degrade the culture, or 
keep it alive…possibly both! 

Finally,  Dr. Oladuken 

says…”each one of us can 
daily brush up on our own 
language skills, and do so 
with pride.    For too long we 
have brought into the idea 
that ‘local’ is bad and not at-
tractive at all.   Yet every Af-
rican language is a repository 
of oral history and collective 
values.   Proficiency therefore 
provides speakers with an in-
tuitive sense of who they are, 
where they have come from, 
who they can potentially be, 
and where they are going”.    
Admirably said!

…Tanzania has also 
behaved admirably  on 
the issue of the famous 
Kihansi Spray Toads, 
gaining approval  for the 
care spent on ensuring their 
survival.    And recently, 
Minister of State in the Vice  
Presidents Oice, George 
Simbachawene, re-airmed 
the need to protect their eco 
system, for the betterment 
of the current and future 
generations.   

 …Yes, these toads are 
unique…just as the nations  
indigenous languages are… 
so let’s safeguard them as 
aswell,  for the betterment 
of future generations of Tan-
zanians….and before  Euro-
peans start coming here to 
do their PHD’s in  the dying 
tribal languages… Oh yeah!

….I used this last week also, 
so I think it’s now my  ‘war 
cry’….to be used when ever 
I’m in battle mode…which is 
quite often!
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Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

…the indigenous languages…an undervalued 
cultural treasure…how to reverse this trend?

The glorious Masai....adored by the tourists, and helping to bring in the mighty dollar,they’ve  sustained their culture over 
many centuries, and their mother tougue is unlikely to die out soon.   But other local indigenous languages, are certainly 
at risk, not least of which, is due to the on-going popularity of Kiswahili and English, now widely spoken in the African 
continent.    But when a mother tongue dies, so does the identity of the speakers of it.  (file photo)

 By Beatrice Philemon

A
LTHOUGH the 
weather was be-
coming colder 
and colder, 58–

year-old farmer Jomo Simon, 
who lives in the remote vil-
lage of Mbomole, Mbomole 
ward, 38 kilometers from 
Muheza town had a smile 
on his face while speaking 
on how the conservation of 
the Long-Billed Tailorbird 
project at Amani Nature Re-
serve will transform their 
entire lives.

Jomo is one of the benei-
ciaries of the 14 month pro-
ject dubbed:   ‘‘Sustainable 
forest edge management 
for the conservation of the 
Long-billed tailorbird and 
endemic globally threat-
ened biodiversity of the East 
Usambara Mountains.’

The project is funded by 
Critical Ecosystem Partner-
ship Fund (CEPF) and is 
being implemented by Na-
ture Tanzania and Tanzania 
Forest Conservation Group 
(TFCG) at Shebomeza and 
Mbomole villages, involving 
local farmers to restore the 
Long-billed tailorbird’s natu-
ral habitat at Amani Nature 
Reserve in Muheza district 
of Tanga region as well as 
biodiversity of the East Us-
ambara Mountains, which is 
a key biodiversity area.

The project was estab-
lished in the village to re-
store the Long-Billed Tailor-
bird’s natural habitat and 
removing the invasive ex-
otic tree species (Maesopsis 
eminii tree species) which 
drives away the Long-Billed 
Tailorbird.

Jomo says at the begin-
ning, I thought that the 
conservation of the Long-
billed tailorbird (Artisornis 

Conservation of long-billed tailorbird changes villagers’ lives
Tailorbird.

For his part Mbomole village 
chairman Shabani Singano laud-
ed Nature Tanzania and TFCG 
for implementing the project and 
build a village oice that in turn 
has helped them to work in a con-
ducive environment.

Right now people have begun 
to removing the invasive exotic 
tree species, (Maesopsis eminii 
tree species) which drives away 
the Long-billed Tailorbird and 
planted indigenous trees in their 
farms.

For his part Nature Tanzania 
Project Manager, Victor Mkonge-
wa said that the 14 month project 
has witnessed signiicant pro-
gress from local communities in-
volved to restore the tailorbird’s 
natural habitat at Amani Nature 
Reserve.

  The rare bird which was on 
the verge of extinction from the 
reserve is only found in large 
numbers at this exclusive reserve 
globally hence the need to ensure 
its numbers are restored to thou-
sands.

 Currently the Long-Billed Tai-
lorbird is one of several critically 
endangered bird species in the 
world and this species is found in 
two countries, Mozambique and 
here in East Usambara Moun-
tains.

Loss of forest habitat is a major 
reason for this species decline 
and removal of the invasive tree, 
Maesopsis eminii  will likely pre-
vent the species from disappear-
ing altogether from the zone.  

Other globally threatened bird 
species and endemic forest cha-
meleons are also expected to 
beneit from Maesopsis removal.

Elaborating on the invasive 
tree (Maesopsiseminii) he said 
was introduced from Uganda to 
the East Usambara Mountains by 
the British colonial foresters in 
the 1930s to 1950s.

It has since become one of the 
most dominant tree species in 

the area, in large part due to dis-
persal of its seeds by hornbills 
and fruit bats, but also due to its 
favouring forest edge and open 
gaps in the forest from tree cut-
ting.  It is a conservation concern 
as biodiversity is thought to be 
negatively impacted. 

“As we continue to destroy the 
invasive exotic tree species, Mae-
sopsiseminii that reduced the 
abundance of several bird spe-
cies, the Long-billed Tailorbird is 
coming back,” he declared while 
noting that apart from attract-
ing bird watching tourists from 
all over the world, the bird will 
also start being exported once its 
numbers are restored to sustain-
able levels. 

The communities have been 
given a total of 666 cinnamon 
seedlings, 60 clove seedlings, 
2004 black pepper seedlings 
and 2004 supporting trees for 
planting to restore vegetation but 
also earn income.

The project has also donated 
10 modern beehives and several 
pigs to Amani Catholic Church 
to assist congregations engage in 
conservation of the biodiversity 
of Amani Nature Reserve while 
others have received cows to 
keep as alternative source of 
income other than depending on 
the forest.

Village leaders and their com-
munities have also been trained 
on conservation and sensitized 
on the importance of biodiversity 
to humans and birds lives.

So far 21 acres of land have 
been cleared from the invasive 
Maesopsiseminii tree species 
and replanted with 42 diferent 
types of indigenous tree that take 
short and long terms to grow and 
mature. The endangered Long 
–Billed Tailorbird has huge eco-
tourism beneits because bird 
tourists from as far as Canada, 
Europe, the US and China have 
started locking to Amani Nature 
Reserve to see them.

moreaui) was for Nature Tanzania 
and TFCG, but after some training on 
conservation of biodiversity and how 
to conserve the Long-billed tailorbird 
from Nature Tanzania and TFCG, 
I knew that it was meant for us as well.

Jomo says after being sensitized 
on the beneits of conservation, he 
and other villagers have completely 
changed their dependence on Amani 
Nature Reserve and engaged in organ-
ic spice farming.

Through this project, he received 
110 Cinnamon seedlings, 10 clove seed-
lings, 310 Black pepper seedlings from 
Nature Tanzania and TFCG to engage 
in organic spices farming.

The main goal was to earn income, 
restore the Long-Billed Tailorbird’s na-
ture environment and engage in con-
servation of the biodiversity of Amani 
Nature Reserve.

He said through the knowledge and 
skills gained from the extension oic-
ers from Muheza district council, Na-
ture Tanzania and TFCG, he has so far 
already planted those seedlings with 
indigenous trees in his three acres of 
land to conserve the biodiversity of 
Amani Nature Reserve and restore the 
Long-Billed Tailorbird’s habitat.

  He said the training on 
modern farming has brought positive 
results to him as he is now able to use 
Good Agricultural Practice to cultivate 
black pepper, clove and cinnamon in 
his farm for commercial and domestic 
use.

  He lauded Nature Tanzania and 
TFCG for implementing the project in 
the village, noting that organic spice 
farming will help him to transform 
his livelihood, build a modern house, 
pay school fees, obtain health services 
as well as provide more income 
generating opportunities for other 
villagers in the area.

The traditional mud house he 
occupies with the family is not good 
and safe, thus through cultivating 
spices he expects to build a modern 
house and enable the family live in 
a conducive environment similar 
to other villagers, thanks Nature 
Tanzania and TFCG for introducing 
the project in the village

He said organic spice farming will 
change a diference after three years 
of working with extension oicers 
to produce high quality spices. They 
have a ready market in Europe, India 
and Kenya while in Tanzania there is a 

big market in Dar es Salaam and other 
major urban centres.

 Farmers are keen to engage in farm-
ing spices, with cloves taking ive years 
or more to harvest,  black pepper tak-
ing two to three years, like cinnamon.

 Earlier he was cultivating sugar-
cane, banana, vegetable and fruits and 
the life was very diicult to the fam-
ily because the funds they were rou-
tinely getting from this efort were not 
enough to meet family needs.  

Much of the crop at Mbomole village 
was wasted on farms and at home due 
to poor storage infrastructure and 
roads, with Muheza town being 38 km 
away from Mbomole village 

 “The  project will be part of my 
life because I will harvest spices in 
accordance with the farming season 
and sell it,” he said

Apart from that the project will 
provide activity for other villagers 
because through this project local 
farmers were given seeds to engage 
in organic spices farming as well as 
livestock keeping, beekeeping as well 
as planting indigenous trees to restore 
the bird’s natural environment while 
removing an invasive tree species 
which drives away the Long-Billed 
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 By Robert Nasi  

T
he climate 
crisis is one of 
the greatest 
challenges of our 

time, leading a million youth 
around the globe to pour 
onto the streets, demanding 
political leaders wake up 
to this destruction of our 
planet. And it comes not a 
moment too soon.

Fortunately, we already 
have one very efective tool 
for climate-change action. I 
refer to rights: land-use and 
tenure rights for indigenous 
peoples, women, youth and 
local communities.

Evidence shows that 
when local communities 
have authority over their 
forests and land, and their 
rights legally recognized, 
deforestation rates are 
often reduced. Insecure 
tenure can be a recipe for 
deforestation and forest 
degradation.

Forests are the front line 
for ighting global warming. 
By absorbing carbon dioxide 
and trapping carbon, forests 
reduce the greenhouse gas 
emissions linked to climate 
change.

Consider Guatemala’s 
2.1-million-hectare Maya 
Biosphere Reserve, where 
almost a dozen community 
forests are managed locally, 
based on standards set in 
Forest Stewardship Council-
certiied land-use plans. 
Deforestation rates there 
have been close to zero over 
the past 14 years - a better 
rate than in the core zone of 
the reserve.

Or look at community 
forests in the Indian state 
of Meghalaya. Government 
there has demonstrated 
conidence in local 
management by handing 
over more than 90% of 
forests to local communities, 
plus ofering incentives to 
over 60 village councils to 
revive and protect some 
27,000 hectares of forests.

In Nepal, local forest 
user groups show how 
greater tenure security has 
enabled community-based 
institutions to improve forest 
management and build 
sustainable livelihoods.

More than 18,000 forest-
user groups manage over 
one-third of Nepal’s forest 
area. Forest cover has 
increased considerably 
and many user groups 
have licensed new kinds 
of forest-based enterprises 
generating jobs and incomes 
- something they could not 
do legally before devolution 
of forest rights, according 
to research by the Center 
for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR).

Despite the multiple 
beneits, land-use rights 
and tenure security 
are not easily achieved. 
Indigenous peoples and 
local communities legally 
own only about 15% of 
forests worldwide. Yet, 
their traditional areas cover 
about 25% of the world’s 
land surface, which overlap 
with some 40% of global 
land-based government-
protected areas, including 
ecologically intact 
landscapes such as boreal 
and tropical primary forests, 
savannas and marshes. 
These landscapes are often 
rich in biodiversity.

Local communities and 
indigenous peoples ighting 
for their rights must often 
confront vested political 
interests and demands of 
the wealthy and powerful 
- cattle ranchers, mega-
farmers, major logging irms 
and illegal loggers - which 
often work against local 
community control of lands 
and forests.

A cause for hope are 
discussions this weekend 

Rights are at the root of ighting climate change
rain and snowfall, but for 
some regions droughts and 
wildires increase instead.  
Climate change impacts 
humans by, amongst other 
things, threatening food 
security from decreasing 
crop yields, and the 
abandonment of populated 
areas and damage to 
infrastructure due to rising 
sea levels.  Environmental 
impacts include the 
extinction or relocation of 
ecosystems as they adapt to 
climate change, with coral 
reefs,  mountain ecosystems, 
and Arctic ecosystems most 
immediately threatened.
[21] Because the climate 
system has a large “inertia” 
and greenhouse gases will 
remain in the atmosphere 
for a long time, climatic 
changes and their efects 
will continue to become 
more pronounced for many 
centuries even if further 
increases to greenhouse 
gases stop.  

Globally, a majority of 
people consider global 
warming a serious or very 
serious issue.  Possible 
societal responses to 
global warming include 
mitigation by emissions 
reduction, adaptation to its 
efects, and possible future 
climate engineering. Every 
country in the world is a 
party to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
] whose ultimate objective 
is to prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic climate 
change.  Some scientists 
call into question climate 
adaptation feasibility, 
with higher emissions 
scenarios,  or the two degree 
temperature target

Climate change occurs 
when changes in Earth’s 
climate system result in new 
weather patterns that last 
for at least a few decades, 
and maybe for millions of 
years. The climate system 
comprises ive interacting 
parts, the atmosphere 
(air), hydrosphere (water), 
cryosphere (ice and 
permafrost), biosphere 
(living things), and 
lithosphere (earth’s crust 
and upper mantle). The 
climate system receives 
nearly all of its energy from 
the sun, with a relatively 
tiny amount from earth’s 
interior. The climate system 
also gives of energy to 
outer space. The balance 
of incoming and outgoing 
energy, and the passage 
of the energy through the 
climate system, determines 
Earth’s energy budget. 
When the incoming energy 
is greater than the outgoing 
energy, earth’s energy 
budget is positive and the 
climate system is warming. 
If more energy goes out, the 
energy budget is negative 
and earth experiences 
cooling. 

As this energy moves 
through Earth’s climate 
system, it creates Earth’s 
weather and long-term 
averages of weather are 
called “climate”. Changes in 
the long term average are 
called “climate change”. Such 
changes can be the result of 
“internal variability”, when 
natural processes inherent 
to the various parts of the 
climate system alter Earth’s 
energy budget. Examples 
include cyclical ocean 
patterns such as the well-
known El Niño–Southern 
Oscillation and less familiar 
Paciic decadal oscillation 
and Atlantic multidecadal 
oscillation. Climate 
change can also result 
from “external forcing”, 
when events outside of 
the climate system’s ive 
parts nonetheless produce 
changes within the system. 
Examples include changes in 
solar output and volcanism. 

at the world’s largest platform on 
sustainable land use, the Global 
Landscapes Forum, which is focusing 
its lagship summit on rights and their 
importance in landscape restoration 
and confronting climate change.

Local community representatives, 
indigenous peoples, scientists, 
policymakers, and activists for 
women’s rights will converge in Bonn 
to try to change the narrative, to see 
local people as part of the solution, not 
part of the problem.

Recognizing and securing tenure 
irst requires a strong, evidence-based 
understanding of the challenges 
facing indigenous peoples and local 
communities in order to design 
efective strategies to overcome these 
challenges.

The power of rights to help solve 
climate change has yet to be fully 
witnessed - but I look forward to seeing 
it soon.

Climate change occurs when changes 
in Earth’s climate system result in new 
weather patterns that last for at least a 
few decades, and maybe for millions of 
years. The climate system comprises 
ive interacting parts, the atmosphere 
(air), hydrosphere (water), cryosphere 
(ice and permafrost), biosphere (living 
things), and lithosphere (earth’s crust 
and upper mantle). The climate system 
receives nearly all of its energy from 
the sun, with a relatively tiny amount 
from earth’s interior. The climate 
system also gives of energy to outer 
space. The balance of incoming and 
outgoing energy, and the passage 
of the energy through the climate 
system, determines Earth’s energy 
budget. When the incoming energy 
is greater than the outgoing energy, 
earth’s energy budget is positive and 
the climate system is warming. If more 
energy goes out, the energy budget 
is negative and earth experiences 
cooling. 

As this energy moves through Earth’s 
climate system, it creates Earth’s 
weather and long-term averages of 
weather are called  climate . Changes 
in the long term average are called  
climate change . Such changes can 
be the result of  internal variability , 
when natural processes inherent to 
the various parts of the climate system 
alter Earth’s energy budget. Examples 
include cyclical ocean patterns such 
as the well-known El Niño–Southern 
Oscillation and less familiar Paciic 
decadal oscillation and Atlantic 
multidecadal oscillation. Climate 
change can also result from “external 
forcing”, when events outside of the 
climate system’s ive parts nonetheless 
produce changes within the system. 
Examples include changes in solar 
output and volcanism. 

Human activities can also change 
earth’s climate, and are presently 
driving climate change through 
global warming.  There is no general 
agreement in scientiic, media or policy 
documents as to the precise term to be 
used to refer to anthropogenic forced 

change; either “global warming” or 
“climate change” may be used.  The irst 
describes the average efect on a global 
scale, whilst the second describes how 
diferent geographical regions are 
afected diferently. 

The ield of climatology incorporates 
many disparate ields of research. 
For ancient periods of climate 
change, researchers rely on evidence 
preserved in climate proxies, such as 
ice cores,  ancient tree rings, geologic 
records of changes in sea level, and 
glacial geology. Physical evidence of 
current climate change covers many 
independent lines of evidence, a few 
of which are temperature records, the 
disappearance of ice, and extreme 
weather events. 

The most general deinition of 
climate change is a change in the 
statistical properties (principally its 
mean and spread)  of the climate 
system when considered over long 
periods of time, regardless of cause.  
Accordingly, luctuations over periods 
shorter than a few decades, such as El 
Niño, do not represent climate change. 

The term “climate change” is 
often used to refer speciically to 
anthropogenic climate change 
(also known as global warming). 
Anthropogenic climate change is 
caused by human activity, as opposed 
to changes in climate that may have 
resulted as part of Earth’s natural 
processes.[6] In this sense, especially 
in the context of environmental policy, 
the term climate change has become 
synonymous with anthropogenic 
global warming. Within scientiic 
journals, global warming refers 
to surface temperature increases 
while climate change includes global 
warming and everything else that 
increasing greenhouse gas levels afect.  

A related term, “climatic change”, 
was proposed by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
in 1966 to encompass all forms of 
climatic variability on time-scales 
longer than 10 years, but regardless 
of cause. During the 1970s, the term 
climate change replaced climatic 
change to focus on anthropogenic 
causes, as it became clear that human 
activities had a potential to drastically 
alter the climate.  Climate change 
was incorporated in the title of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) and the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). Climate change is now 
used as both a technical description of 
the process, as well as a noun used to 
describe the problem.  

 Prior to the 18th century, scientists 
had not suspected that prehistoric 
climates were diferent from the 
modern period. By the late 18th 
century, geologists found evidence of 
a succession of geological ages with 
changes in climate. In the years since, 
a great deal of scientiic progress 
has been made understanding the 
workings of the climate system. 

On the broadest scale, the rate at 

which energy is received from the 
Sun and the rate at which it is lost 
to space determine the equilibrium 
temperature and climate of Earth. This 
energy is distributed around the globe 
by winds, ocean currents,  and other 
mechanisms to afect the climates of 
diferent regions.  

Factors that can shape climate are 
called climate forcings or “forcing 
mechanisms”.  These include processes 
such as variations in solar radiation, 
variations in the Earth’s orbit, variations 
in the albedo or relectivity of the 
continents, atmosphere, and oceans, 
mountain-building and continental 
drift and changes in greenhouse gas 
concentrations. There are a variety 
of climate change feedbacks that can 
either amplify or diminish the initial 
forcing. Some parts of the climate 
system, such as the oceans and ice 
caps, respond more slowly in reaction 
to climate forcings, while others 
respond more quickly. There are also 
key threshold factors which when 
exceeded can produce rapid change. 

Forcing mechanisms can be either 
“internal” or “external”. Internal forcing 
mechanisms are natural processes 
within the climate system itself 
(e.g., the thermohaline circulation). 
External forcing mechanisms can be 
either anthropogenic (e.g. increased 
emissions of greenhouse gases and 
dust) or natural (e.g., changes in solar 
output, the earth’s orbit, volcano 
eruptions). 

Whether the initial forcing 
mechanism is internal or external, 
the response of the climate system 
might be fast (e.g., a sudden cooling 
due to airborne volcanic ash 
relecting sunlight), slow (e.g. thermal 
expansion of warming ocean water), 
or a combination (e.g., sudden loss 
of albedo in the Arctic Ocean as sea 
ice melts, followed by more gradual 
thermal expansion of the water). 
Therefore, the climate system can 
respond abruptly, but the full response 
to forcing mechanisms might not be 
fully developed for centuries or even 
longer. 

Scientists generally deine the ive 
components of earth’s climate system 
to include atmosphere, hydrosphere, 
cryosphere, lithosphere (restricted to 
the surface soils, rocks, and sediments), 
and biosphere.[13] Natural changes in 
the climate system result in internal 
“climate variability”.  Examples include 
the type and distribution of species, 
and changes in ocean-atmosphere 
circulations. 

The efects of climate change or 
global warming are the environmental 
and social changes caused (directly 
or indirectly) by human emissions of 
greenhouse gases. There is a scientiic 
consensus that climate change is 
occurring, and that human activities 
are the primary driver.  Many impacts 
of climate change have already been 
observed, including glacier retreat,  
changes in the timing of seasonal 
events  (e.g., earlier lowering of 

plants),  and changes in agricultural 
productivity.  Anthropogenic forcing 
has likely contributed to some of the 
observed changes, including sea level 
rise, changes in climate extremes, 
declines in Arctic sea ice extent and 
glacier retreat. 

Future efects of climate change will 
vary depending on climate change 
policies  and social development.  
The two main policies to address 
climate change are reducing human 
greenhouse gas emissions (climate 
change mitigation) and adapting 
to the impacts of climate change. 
Geoengineering is another policy 
option.  

Near-term climate change policies 
could signiicantly afect long-term 
climate change impacts.  Stringent 
mitigation policies might be able 
to limit global warming (in 2100) to 
around 2  °C or below, relative to pre-
industrial levels.  Without mitigation, 
increased energy demand and 
extensive use of fossil fuels  might lead 
to global warming of around 4  °C.  
Higher magnitudes of global warming 
would be more diicult to adapt to,  
and would increase the risk of negative 
impacts.  

Global warming is a long-term rise 
in the average temperature of the 
Earth’s climate system; an aspect of 
climate change shown by temperature 
measurements and by multiple efects 
of the warming.  Though earlier 
geological periods also experienced 
episodes of warming,  the term 
commonly refers to the observed and 
continuing increase in average air and 
ocean temperatures since 1900 caused 
mainly by emissions of greenhouse 
gases (GHGs) in the modern 
industrial economy.  In the modern 
context the terms global warming 
and climate change are commonly 
used interchangeably,  but climate 
change includes both global warming 
and its efects, such as changes to 
precipitation and impacts that difer 
by region.[7][8] Many of the observed 
changes in climate since the 1950s are 
unprecedented in the instrumental 
temperature record, and in historical 
and paleoclimate proxy records of 
climate change over thousands to 
millions of years.  

In 2013, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth 
Assessment Report concluded, “It is 
extremely likely that human inluence 
has been the dominant cause of the 
observed warming since the mid-20th 
century.”  The largest human inluence 
has been the emission of greenhouse 
gases such as carbon dioxide, methane, 
and nitrous oxide. Efects of global 
warming include rising sea levels, 
regional changes in precipitation, 
more frequent extreme weather events 
such as heat waves, and expansion 
of deserts.  Surface temperature 
increases are greatest in the Arctic, 
with the continuing retreat of glaciers, 
permafrost, and sea ice. Overall, 
higher temperatures bring more 
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 By Felister Peter, recently in Morogoro

A
CCESS to family planning has remained a chal-
lenged in most parts of the country including 
Morogoro region where an international non-
profit health organization—Jhpiego through Sauti 

project works to help young adolescent girls and women to 
space their births and decide when to have their last wanted 
children.

Tanzania plans to increase spending on family planning 
services from 32 per cent to 45 per cent by 2020, according 
to Minister for Health, Community Development, Gender, 
Elders and Children, Ummy Mwalimu.

The Tanzania Demographic and Health Survey (TDHS) 
2015–2016 indicates that the country’s unmet need for con-
traceptives stands at 22 percent among married women 
aged  between 15 and 49 years and 23.5 percent among 
young women aged between 20 and 24 years.

In Morogoro region where the demand for contracep-
tive is also high, Jhpiego is assisting women to access family 
planning through a number of interventions including the 
launch of a mobile clinic unit that will take services closer 
to the people, and address the inconveniences of queuing at 
hospitals and health centers.

Patricia Matelanusi (27), a resident of Mafisa village in 
Morogoro Urban district is one of the beneficiaries who 
received family planning services at the recently launched 
mobile clinic, she commends the organization for ensuring 
availability of convenient family planning services in the re-
gion.

“I preferred getting the service from the mobile clinic be-
cause it is convenient, I only spent 45 minutes to complete 
all the procedures”, said Matelanusi who was attended in a 
medical truck at Chamwino Mgengeni.

Matelanusi, a sex worker, said the use of contraceptives 
will help her control unplanned pregnancies since she has 
been conceiving unknowingly. She said the three children 
aged between 9, 7 and 4 years are a burden to her because 
she do not have a reliable source of income and has to pay 
45,000/- for house rent after every three months.

“I work at a hair dressing salon at a pay of 3,000/- per day, 
the amount is small compared to my daily family needs. I 
resolved to be a sex workers to increase my income as the 
fathers to my children do not provide any support”, she said 
insisting that all the customers she met uses condom as a 
measure to prevent herself from being infected with HIV/
Aids.

Matelanusi (pictured) promised to share the news about 
free family planning services offered at the mobile clinic to 

‘Family planning services crucial for women’s prosperity’  

her friends since unplanned pregnancies are still a problem 
to many adolescent girls in the region. She added that nurses 
also educated her on the need to protect herself from Sexu-
ally Transmitted Diseases (STDs) and HIV/Aids infections 
through the use of condoms.

Other services offered at the mobile clinic includes, vol-
untary medical male circumcision (VMMC), screening for 
Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs), Pre- Exposure Proph-
ylaxis (PrEP), Tuberculosis screening, blood pressure meas-
urement, sexual reproductive health education and condom 
promotion and distribution.

Another beneficiary of Jhpiego’s services, Halima Mwelea 
(30), a mother of three from Mvuha ward in Morogoro Ru-
ral district hailed the contraceptive plan as previously she 
couldn’t space her children.

“I wasn’t aware of the service, I would have spaced my 
second and third births, I gave birth to two children in two 
years. I am now using contraceptives since I do not want to 
get another baby”, Mwelea said adding she now want to con-
centrate with his small businesses of making snacks.

A Peer Educator (family planning), Tuhuma Ramadhani 

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Newly-elected presi-
dent of Tanzania Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture (TCCIA), Paul 
Koyi has vowed to step up 
strategic and institutional 
reforms geared at improv-
ing the performance of its 
members and subsequently 
contribute to the country’s 
industrialization drive.

“Industrialization is a 
national agenda…as a key 
stakeholder in this agenda, 
TCCIA has a major role to 
play to make realistic and 
achievable,” TCCIA top offi-
cial at the chamber’s extra-
ordinary meeting convened 
over the weekend to elect 
new leader following the 
death of the former presi-
dent, Ndibalema Mayanja.

Highlighting develop-
ments registered by the 
chamber and future plans, 
Koyi, a renowned business-
man, assured TCCIA work-
ers countrywide that no-
body will lose his or her job 
under his leadership, except 
those who fail to executive 
duties effectively and effi-
ciently.

“We have to work hard 
and support the government 
in the realization of national 
dream of pushing the coun-
try to industrial economy 
in the next few years. That’s 
why, we TCCIA—both mem-
bers and staff, must delivery 
to the best of our abilities to 
make industrialization drive 
realistic,” said new-elected 
TCCIA president.

Expounding, Koyi said the 
chamber will closely work 
with the government in at-
tracting foreign and sensitiz-
ing local investors to invest 
in various areas –in a spirited 
attempt to expedite industri-
alization agenda.

“Thanks for electing me 
as new TCCIA President. I 
will not let you down…I will 

Koyi elected new TCCIA president, 
vows to step up strategic reforms

condoms, but at times they engage in unsafe sex”, said Venus.
She narrates that it is sometimes difficult to bring together 

the girls for counseling, requiring her to follow them at bars 
during night. She said sometimes they fear that she is collud-
ing with the police to facilitate their arrest.

There was a time when police officers chased us and dis-
rupted our meeting when I was conducting trainings to the 
girls, said Venus.

Jhpiego’s Nurse Counselor who works in a mobile clinic, 
Jane Gideon said all the types of contraceptives are offered 
within the medical truck, mostly to women aged between 
24 and 35 years. According to her, women aged 35 years and 
above prefer using the Intra Uterine Device (IUD) method. 
The other methods of birth control (contraception) are Depo 
Provera commonly known as injection, implant and pills.

According to Gideon they are expecting to reach and pro-
vide services to many people in both, rural and urban areas 
as the mobile clinic has the capacity to provide services to 
40 people per day.

Sauti project has since 2015 worked with the Ministry of 
Health Community Development Gender Elderly and Chil-
dren and Tanzania Commission for AIDS to implement the 
national guidelines for a comprehensive package of HIV 
interventions for key populations by scaling up evidence-
based client centered combination HIV prevention and fam-
ily services, with strong linkages to care, treatment and other 
services in 12 priority regions.

From 2015 to 2018, the project managed to reach 2.3 mil-
lion people who were tested and counseled for HIV. Through 
Sauti project, 102,557 individuals were tested positive 
whereas 8,000 people living with HIV have been enrolled 
in antiretroviral treatment. A total of 356,365 females have 
been reached with modern family planning methods.

As a result of the project, 3,485 key people who are at high-
er risk of being infected with HIV are taking PrEP pills daily 
to lower their possibilities of being ingected.  

In the next five years, Sauti project will work to increase 
access and timely use of HIV prevention and family services 
for key and vulnerable population, improve positive behav-
iors and social norms at individual and community levels, 
reduce vulnerability of key populations through novel struc-
tural interventions such gender/intimate partner violence 
focused interventions, WORTH+ community savings groups 
and cash transfers and to increase sustainable comprehen-
sive HIV prevention services for key and vulnerable popula-
tions.

The HIV/Aids prevalence in Tanzania for adults aged be-
tween 15 and 49 years has declined from 7 percent to 5.1 per-
cent from 2003 to 2012.

said: “I conduct family planning classes nine days per month, 
participants involve girls and women aged between 15 and 
24 years. We also educate them on various issues related to 
gender based violence (GBV)”,

According to her the response is good as more women are 
seeking and using the services. 

Mvuha is among the leading areas with a big number of 
children as a single woman can give birth to 16 children, ac-
cording to Jhpiego’s Nurse Councilor, Lilian Mbise. She said 
girls at Mvuha start giving birth at the age of between 11 and 
12 years. Through Sauti Project, the organization targets to 
reach 2,000 girls in Morogoro Rural district.  

Grace Venus, Female Sex Worker (FSW) Peer Educator, 
said that in two years she has been able to reach over 300 
girls, most of them being sex workers. She said that classes of 
between 25,000 and 50,000 girls are conducted each month 
where they are educated on a number of issues related to 
family planning and HIV/Aids.

“We insist on them to use condoms and contraceptives to 
avoid unplanned pregnancies as well as reduce the risks of 
being infected with STDs and HIV. Most of them admit to use 

Paul Koyi (L) in celebratory mood as he exchanges greetings with Tanzania Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (TCCIA) members in Dar es Salaam at the weekend 
shortly after being elected the chamber’s president. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

do my best to meet our (TC-
CIA) and national goals,” 
said Koyi shortly after being 
elected to the top position.

He announced plans to 
reactive its business coun-
cils countrywide --from the 
district to the national lev-
els, address challenges fac-
ing local businessmen and 
women, and establish strong 
links/networks that will con-
nect chamber and other in-
ternational stakeholders.

There were four business-
men who contested for the 
top seat, and out of the total 
votes cast, Koyi scored 80 
votes follow by the outgoing-
acting President, Octavian 
Mshilu 30, Julius Kaijange 
1 and Martin Gabone 0. A 
total of TCCIA 114 members 
from across the country 
participated in the chamber 
election organized to fill the 
vacancy left by the former 
president who passed away 
in June last year.

For his part, the Chairman 
of Turkey Business Cham-

ber in Tanzania (TICARET), 
Suleyman Hamad said trade 
and business relations be-
tween the two countries 
have massively improved in 
the last two years, adding 
that the two councils were 
still working hard to expand 
their business in various ar-
eas.

He said that trade volume 
from between Tanzania and 
Turkey claimed up to 24 US 
dollars in 2017 –in the areas 
of textiles, scrapes, industri-
al products and tractors and 
they will soon go to food and 
other related products.

“We will continue to put-
ting up strategies for at-
tracting Turkish investors 
into Tanzania and plans 
are underway (earlier next 
year) to arrange an interna-
tional Tanzania-and- Turkey 
exhibitions that will allow 
business people from the 
two countries to interact, 
exchange notes and thereby 
expand  their businesses 
connections,” he pointed 

out.
The Tanzania Chamber 

of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture (TCCIA) was 
established in 1988. It was 
initiated with the support of 
the Tanzanian Government 
to strengthen the private 
sector. The establishment 
of the TCCIA was an impor-
tant step in moving on from 
a centralized, planned econ-
omy towards a more open, 
mixed economy giving full 
scope to privately owned en-
terprises and farms.

TCCIA has opened region-
al offices in all 26 regions of 
mainland Tanzania and over 
90 district centres, which are 
autonomous in their opera-
tional activities. Assistance 
by Swedish governmental 
development agency-SIDA 
has played a vital role in es-
tablishment of the regional 
and district Chambers espe-
cially in providing training, 
office equipment and mobi-
lization/sensitization of the 
business community.



12  Monday 26 August 2019 

FEATUREs

SADC industrialisation 
strategy and roadmap for 
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By Muharram Macatta

C
urrent eforts at 
third-world de-
velopment seem 
to be proceed-

ing. Are there lessons to be 
learnt from the rapid eco-
nomic growth of the Tigers, 
from the 1960s through 
to the 1990s, and do these 
have a practical application 
in contemporary  develop-
ment?

 soon after the World War 
II  the concept of develop-
ment to the worlds was in-
troduced, identifying it as a 
key priority of the West in 
order to maintain peace and 
prosperity amongst all the 
people of the world.

In the beginnings of the 
great ideological war against 
Communism, they took care 
to articulate that the pro-
gram of development would 
be “based on the concept on 
of democratic fair-dealing.”

 This vision shapes the 
nature of development even 
today, with economic devel-
opment and state-building 
more generally predicated 
on the assumption that if 
liberal democracy is estab-
lished then all other aspects 
of development will natu-
rally follow. 

We see this in IMF loan 
conditionality, requiring 
liberalization of economies 
in regions where the gov-
ernment formally had tight 
control, and even in post-
conlict state-building exer-
cises, where the end goal is 
often the establishment of 
democratic elections. 

We will not dispute the 
value of democracy, but 
there is a fundamental dif-
ference between a thing be-
ing good in its own right and 
a good thing leading to other 
good things. 

The examples of the Tigers 
show us an alternate path to 
development: a strong cen-
tral government guiding the 
economy rapidly forward 
through distinct stages of 
development until it reaches 
full industrialization. 

This hypothesis, the “de-
velopmental state,” is one 

that has been argued for by 
a number of economists for 
some time now. However, 
if we accept this as a viable 
method of development 
two questions remain unan-
swered: why was it particu-
larly successful in East Asia, 
and how can we transplant 
it to our parts of the world 
in need?

Before examining the eco-
nomic development of the 
Asian Tigers it is important 
to identify the theoretical 
framework in which they 
might sit. 

Models for economic de-
velopment are as varied 
as there are development 
economists, but at the risk of 
sacriicing diversity for ease 
of analysis we can broadly 
identify three distinct mod-
els. 

These three models are 
less cohesive blueprints and 
more categories of develop-
ment policy broadly derived 
from the Neoliberal, Keynes-
ian and Heterodox econom-
ic traditions respectively, 
which for our purposes we 
can identify as Market-led, 
Interventionalist and state-
led models for economic de-
velopment.

Of the three models of de-
velopment we can identify 
in literature, it is the state-
led model that was success-
fully employed in the “Asian 
Miracle” of the Tigers. 

In contrast to the Neo-
liberal approach of market 
liberalization and faith in 
the rationality of individual 
actors, this model describes 
a strong central state utiliz-
ing a range of policy tools 
to aggressively pursue de-
velopment even against the 
wishes of market actors. 

This sees development 
follow a clear progression 
through IsI, light industry, 
heavy and chemical indus-
tries, and then inally tech-
nological industry, with the 
export revenue of each stage 
being used to fund the next 
and heavy protection from 
the international market un-
til industries have been suf-
iciently established.

Rather than being a prod-

Asian Tiger’s approach to socio-economic 
development is crucial for Tanzania

attentions, while short-term 
revenue streams that will 
eventually dwindle need to 
be limited.  Extractive in-
dustries for instance should 
have their exports limited 
to ight the “resource curse” 
and force consideration of 
alternate industries. 

Here overzealous democ-
ratization poses its own 
danger, quite apart from any 
criticism of market liberali-
zation in developing states. 
Democracy at best provides 
a degree of instability in 
leadership. 

It is hard to make efective 
Five Year Plans (as in south 
Korea) when the govern-
ment could be radically dif-
ferent as little as three years 
into the future, let alone 
long-term plans for develop-
ment of key strategic indus-
tries as in Taiwan. 

At its worst, democracy 
provides yet another le-
gitimization for leaderships 
primarily concerned with 
its own beneit and not sui-
ciently motivated to aggres-
sively push through devel-
opment plans. 

Democracy is certainly a 
good thing and should be a 
goal of state- building, but it 
is not the only good thing, 
and it may even provide an 
obstacle to development – 
better perhaps to wait until 
the government is more in-
stitutionalized and society is 
more stable overall than to 
introduce it too soon.

Ultimately the pattern 
of economic development 
achieved by the Asian Tigers 
is replicable elsewhere in 
the world, if the key issue of 
legitimization and the role 
of the leadership in develop-
ment are addressed. 

However it may require 
some rethinking of the pri-
orities of state- building 
exercises, and other goals 
like the establishment of 
democracy may need to 

be pushed back in order to 
maintain the stable, lexible, 
and economically-motivated 
leadership that seems to be 
required for efective state-
led development.

If the success of all Tigers 
had a strong central leader-
ship able to efectively steer 
the direction of the econo-
my without signiicant inter-
nal challenges, an indication 
that all enjoyed consider-
able legitimacy. 

Most governments today 
derive their legitimacy from 
democratic elections – when 
the Magufuli administration 
makes a decision, the deci-
sion is made by the people 
(the parliament) and for the 
people. 

Older forms of govern-
ment have derived their 
legitimacy from the Divine 
Right of kings or from Hob-
bes’s Leviathan, to name 
a few examples. But from 
where did the leaders of 
the Tigers derive their legiti-
macy?

Probably, in very few 
cases if you review to vary-
ing degrees the legitimacy 
(and continued survival) 
of the leadership rested in 
some way on the continual 
economic success that they 
were able to provide to the 
people. 

This meant that the lead-
ers of these countries had 
considerable motivation to 
aggressively seek sustain-
able development, and the 
fact that legitimacy was 
based on neither democracy 
(which can lead to instability 
and a lack of long-term plan-
ning). 

Or else ideology (as in the 
Communist states, bind-
ing development to a pre-
scribed course with no room 
for adaption) allowed them 
to pursue this sustained de-
velopment with stability and 
lexibility, explaining their 
particular success.

uct of particular cultural values, 
the success of this model in 
East Asia can be attributed to 
the unique pressures placed on 
the leadership of these states to 
pursue economic development 
lest stagnancy threaten their le-
gitimacy. 

The reliance on economic de-
velopment for legitimacy rather 
than democratic elections or 
ideological justiication allowed 
the East Asian states to have 
both stability and lexibility in 
their planning. 

Efectively enacting long-
term plans for reinvestment 
and development while still 
adapting to the situation of the 
international economy and any 
new challenges that might arise 

(such as China’s development of 
light industry in competition to 
singapore’s). 

A state-led economy has eve-
ry chance of failing if they are 
not suiciently stable, lexible 
and motivated to pursue devel-
opment, as other cases might 
suggest.

The Asian Tigers provide us 
with an interesting alternative 
to the developmental strate-
gies most commonly seen in 
state-building exercises, with 
their emphasis on liberal values 
like democracy and market-led 
growth. 

Replication of their successes 
may well be possible, though it 
will require a dramatic rethink-
ing of our approaches to de-

velopment economics and our 
conception of the relationship 
between a regime’s legitimacy 
and security.

state-builders need to gener-
ate in state leaders a pressing 
urgency to pursue sustained 
economic development that 
will make the government sta-
ble (non-democratic) lexible 
(not bound to ideology) and 
motivated to actively pursue 
sustainable development pro-
gression. 

Alternate sources of legitimi-
zation, such as military strength, 
need to be stripped by some 
means from leaders who show 
no signs of interest in the long-
term economic interests of their 
state in order to refocus their 

dalities. 
Between April 2018 and 

March 2019, the sADC secre-
tariat together with Member 
states is targeting to start the 
implementation of Regional 
Value Chain projects, cover-
ing Leather and associated 
products; soya; Aquacul-
ture; Iron and steel; Copper, 
Fertilizer and Anti-retroviral 
(ARV) drugs. 

At the same time, the 
sADC secretariat is in the 
process of facilitating the 
development of a Protocol 
on Industry which will pro-
vide a legal framework for 
the industrialization process 
in the region, particularly as 
the region develops the re-
gional value chains.

 It is indicated that a ser-
vice provider has already 
started work and a draft 
Protocol on Industry would 
be ready by March 2019. 
The sADC Industrialization 
strategy and Roadmap was 
approved in April 2015. 

 It is the irst of its kind 
which seeks to achieve 
major economic and tech-

nological transformation 
at national and regional 
levels, accelerate growth of 
the sADC economies, and 
enhance comparative and 
competitive advantages. It’s 
anchored on three pillars 
namely; Industrialization, 
Competitiveness and Re-
gional integration.

In Industrial Development 
and Market Integration the 
secretariat: “Popularized 
and rolled out the sADC 
Industrialization strategy 
and Roadmap as well as the 
Costed Action plan in seven 
(7) Member states. 

 To start with they were 
namely; Angola, Botswana, 
Eswatini, Madagascar, south 
Africa, Lesotho, and Zimba-
bwe, where all stakeholders, 
including the private sector 
and civil society participat-
ed.

The roll out included sup-
port to seven Member states 
to estimate national indica-
tive public coordination 
costs for implementing the 
strategy.

sADC facilitated the de-

velopment and approval 
of project proposals and 
Financing Agreements for 
the 12 countries, “Botswana, 
Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mo-
zambique, Namibia, sey-
chelles, Tanzania, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe, which are 
participating in the imple-
mentation of the Trade”; re-
lated facility included “the 
12 countries were also paid 
their 30% advance for pro-
ject implementation”.

In southern Africa, Afri-
can liberation is aptly cap-
tured in sADC’s vision of a 
“Common future within a 
regional community that 
will ensure economic well-
being, improvement of the 
standards of living and qual-
ity of life, freedom and social 
justice and peace and securi-
ty for the people of southern 
Africa”. 

The region has historically 
played a signiicant role in 
the realization of the vision 
of African Unity and the lib-
eration struggle. This is evi-
denced by its hosting of the 

OAU Liberation Committee, 
which mobilized support 
and solidarity for the cause 
of liberating African states 
from both within and out-
side the continent.

In this regard, sADC calls 
upon all Africans to spare 
no efort in immortalizing 
the memory of the Founders 
of the post-independence 
states, who sacriiced the 
economic freedoms of their 
countries. 

They ensured that the rest 
of the region achieved politi-
cal independence by more 
than ever, ensuring that the 
foundation pillars of their 
struggle are sustained. 

We are now able to deliver 
politically, and economical-
ly, beyond what was initially 
expected for posterity and 
ensure that our region re-
mains a reference point for 
regional cooperation, inte-
gration and prosperity.

To celebrate our liberation 
struggle, the southern Afri-
can Development Commu-
nity (sADC) is in the process 
of developing a mechanism 

to Honour the Founders of 
sADC. 

Among others, sADC has 
published the history of 
the liberation struggles of 
southern Africa in the ten 
volumes of the late Hashim 
Mbita publication, which is 
available to members, and 
will be available to the pub-
lic in the near future, we are 
informed.

As one of the building 
blocks of the region, the 
sADC remains committed to 
the realization of the “AU’s 
Agenda 2063, and continues 
to work towards eradicating 
poverty, disease and conlict 
on the continent guided by 
its own Regional Indicative 
strategic Development Plan  
and the strategic Indicative 
Plan of the Organ (sIPO). 

sADC continues nurtur-
ing and strengthening De-
mocracy and the attainment 
of self-sustainable peace 
in their countries and ulti-
mately on the continent as 
a whole.

To analyze legal frame-
works; you need legal ex-

T
he southern Af-
rican Develop-
ment Commu-
nity (sADC) is 

presupposed to plan to roll 
out the sADC Industrializa-
tion strategy and Roadmap 
2015-2063 in sixteen (16) 
Member states by the end of 
2020, having already rolled 
out and popularized the 
strategy in sixteen Member 
states.

Under the theme; Promot-
ing Infrastructure and Youth 
Empowerment for sustain-
able Development; it is still 
noted that three years after 
its adoption, the secretariat 
has so far rolled out the 
strategy.  

In Angola, Botswana, King-
dom of Eswatini, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, south Africa 
and Zimbabwe where gov-
ernment departments and 
ministries, private sector 
and civil society organiza-
tions were involved.

Together with these Mem-
ber states, discussed the key 
elements of the strategy, 
also discoursed the expecta-
tions and obligations of each 
Member state in implement-
ing the strategy. 

The National Indicative 
Public Coordination costs 
for the roll out of the sADC 
Industrialization strategy 
and its roadmap to ensure 
its efective implementation 
of the strategy.”  

At regional level, the sADC 
secretariat has so far facili-
tated two Industrialization 
Week commemorations to 
popularize the strategy and 
garner support for its im-
plementation, following the 
decision by the sADC Coun-
cil of Ministers directing the 
secretariat to engage the 
Private sector to accelerate 

the implementation of the 
strategy and Roadmap. 

The irst sADC Industri-
alization Week was held 
in 2016 in the Kingdom of 
Eswatini and, the second 
was held in south Africa in 
2017. 

The subsequent year’s 
Industrialization Week will 
strongly centre on how 
sADC can implement iden-
tiied regional value chains, 
taking into account the need 
for adequate infrastructure 
to support industrialization 
and the need to engage the 
youth who form the bulk of 
the sADC population. 

In 43 years, when the time 
span of the strategy ends in 
2063, the youth of today will 
be the ones to reap the ben-
eits of the key elements con-
tained in the strategy.

The IDT Director encour-
ages project funders, own-
ers and promoters as well as 
policy makers to participate 
at the upcoming sADC In-
dustrialization Week, saying 
the event is designed to ofer 
an interactive and unique 
platform for public-private 
engagement to foster new 
opportunities for intra-Afri-
can trade and investment in 
the sADC Region.

On the regional value 
chains, sADC has identiied 
mining, agro-processing and 
pharmaceutical sectors as 
critical sectors for regional 
industrialization and inte-
gration. 

Currently, sADC is in the 
process of proiling the agro-
processing sector, looking 
into practical details such 
as high potential products, 
modes and costs of trans-
port for goods and services, 
product markets, prices, 
production, and trade mo-

perts who also appreciate 
the design and operations of 
the institution of elections. 
similarly, you need experts 
who have a technical under-
standing of specialized is-
sues such as Gender, elector-
al systems, conlict analysis; 
and the use of New Voting 
Technologies (NVTs among 
others.

sADC has thus far trained 
more than 1000 election 
observers from Member 
states through the Regional 
Political Cooperation Pro-
gramme. 

These observers are on 
standby for deployment to 
undertake short Term Elec-
tion Observation and Long 
Term Election Observation 
at any time. 

It is understood that sADC 
has been a leader in terms of 
embracing peaceful demo-
cratic elections in Africa and 
institutionalizing electoral 
norms and standards for 
more than two decades. 

Let us expect its best 
performance from now on-
wards under the assignment 
entrusted to eligible Dr. John 
Pombe Joseph Magufuli, the 
President of the United Re-
public of Tanzania. 

The main objectives of 
sADC are to achieve devel-
opment, peace and security, 
and economic growth, to 
alleviate poverty, enhance 
the standard and quality of 
life of the peoples of south-
ern Africa, and support 
the socially disadvantaged 
through regional integra-
tion, built on democratic 
principles and equitable and 
sustainable development. 
In GOD we trust. Amen. res 
publicly available to track 
gender discrepancies in the 
sector.  



  By Mary Geofrey

L
OSS incurred by 
Tanga Cement Plc 
fell by over 100 per-
cent from 26.3bn/- in 

2017 to 11.3bn/- last year thanks 
to management’s continued 
prudence and increased pro-
duction of both cement and 
clinker.

Addressing shareholders in 
Dar es Salaam during the week-
end, Board Chairman, Lau-
rence Masha said the compa-
ny’s products sales increased 
by 25 percent to 214.9bn/- last 

year from 171.8bn/- in 2017.
“Pre-tax profit also in-

creased by 91 percent to 
56.2bn/- last year compared to 
29.4bn/- made in 2017 which 
was impressive,” he told the 
shareholders during their an-
nual general meeting that was 
marred by absence of dividend 
payment for a second straight 
year as the company recovers 
from a massive investment in a 
new clinker plant in 2016.

Masha said the impressive 
performance was also orches-
trated by continued growth 
of the construction industry 

buoyed by government’s mas-
sive investments in giant infra-
structure projects. “Currently 
Tanzania is the second largest 
construction market in East 
Africa thanks to the govern-
ment 2025 development vision 
which focuses on infrastruc-
ture development,” he added 
while assuring the sharehold-
ers that demand for both ce-
ment and clinker will continue 
to grow this year.

“As a company, we are 
very well prepared to exploit 
the growing demand of our 
products by the market,” he 

stressed as Managing Direc-
tor, Reinhardt Swart seconded 
him by saying production was 
increased to record levels to 
meet growing demand.

“We envisage this growth in 
demand to continue for sev-
eral more years because of the 
ongoing huge infrastructure 
projects,” Swart noted while 
revealing that Tanga Cement’s 
contract with Tanzania Rail-
ways Corporation to transport 
its products to strategic mar-
kets has reduced shipping costs 
but also proved to be reliable.

“During the year, we also 

significantly reduced our loss 
although the shilling depreci-
ated which raised interest rate 
that we are paying on a loan we 
took to finance investment in 
a second manufacturing plant 
which has weighed heavily on 
the company’s finances,” he 
added.

Swart said as result of the 
continued loss making, share-
holders will not earn anything 
as dividend but expressed 
hope that the future remains 
bright for the cement manufac-
turer due to a vibrant construc-
tion sector in the country.

13         Monday 26 August 2019

BUSINESS

Tanga Cement Plc board chairman Laurence Masha (3rd-R) addresses shareholders at the company’s annual general meeting in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. To his right is the com-
pany’s Managing Director, Reinhardt Swart. Photo: courtesy of Tanga Cement.  

Tanga Cement’s annual loss down by over 100pc

Encouraging 

Climate change will 
cripple economies 
regardless of national 
wealth – researchers

Sudan’s new prime minister vows 

to work on economy and peace
 KHARTOUM 

Hours after the new 11-member 
sovereign council took office in Sudan, 
the country’s new prime minister, 
Abdalla Hamdok, was sworn in and 
vowed to make achieving peace and 
solving the country’s economic crisis 
a priority.

The appointment of the renowned 
economist came as Gen Abdel Fattah 
Al Burhan, the outgoing head of the 
military council, was sworn-in as 
leader of the new Sovereign Council 
that will run the country for three 
years until an election after decades of 
autocratic rule.

“The revolution’s deep-rooted 
slogan, ‘freedom, peace and justice,’ 
will form the programme of the 
transitional period,” Mr Hamdok told 
reporters at a news conference in 
Khartoum. Gen Al Burhan and other 
military officers removed veteran 
leader Omar Al Bashir in April after 
months of growing protests at the dire 
economic situation and the years of 
dictatorship.

While Sudanese people celebrated 
Mr Al Bashir’s fall, they also pressed 
for a handover of power to civilians 
during a turbulent period of protests 
and violence, including a crackdown 
on a protest camp outside the Defence 
Ministry that opposition medics say 
killed more than 100 people in June.

The United States, Britain and 
Norway welcomed Mr Hamdok’s 
appointment, calling it a historic 
moment for Sudan. “The appointment 
of a civilian-led government presents 
an opportunity to rebuild a stable 
economy and create a government 
that respects human rights and 
personal freedoms,” the Troika, as the 
three countries are known, said in a 
joint statement.

The composition of the 11-member 
Sovereign Council that will run the 
country for the transition period, 
replacing the military council that has 
is now disbanded, was completed on 
Tuesday, consisting of five civilian and 
five military figures plus one consensus 
civilian picked by both sides.

Nine members of the council were 
sworn in about two hours after Gen Al 
Burhan took the oath on Wednesday. 
The final member, Mohamed Al 
Hassan Al Taishi, will be sworn in at 
a later, unspecified date, state news 
agency SUNA said.

“With the start of the transition 
period, we have entered the most 
complex phase, the phase of building 
and reform,” said Al-Rashed Saeed, 
spokesman for the Sudanese 
Professionals Association, a key part 
of the Forces for Freedom and Change 
coalition that negotiated with the 
military council.

nEw-dawn 

 LONDON

Climate change will damage the 
economies of countries whether they 
are rich or poor, hot or cold by the 
year 2100, economists said in a new 
report, dispelling the notion that im-
poverished, warm countries will suf-
fer the most on a warming planet.

Researchers who examined data 
from 174 countries over 50 years 
found that persistent temperature 
changes above or below a country’s 
historical norm adversely affected 
economic growth, regardless of how 
warm a country is. 

The United States could see a 10% 
loss in gross domestic product (GDP) 
without significant policy change. “In 
the UK we had the hottest day (ever) 
recorded a few days ago and infra-
structure came to a halt,” Dr. Kamiar 
Mohaddes, a co-author and a pro-
fessor of economics at Cambridge 
University told the Thomson Reu-
ters Foundation on Tuesday. “Trains 
aren’t running, people aren’t coping, 
and therefore productivity and eco-
nomic growth falls.”

Research has often focused on 
short-term devastation to poor, warm 
countries, but the report suggested 
that wealth and cooler tempera-
tures are no protection from climate 
change’s economic toll if major policy 
changes are not adopted.

In a “business as usual” scenario 
where climate change-causing green-
house gas emissions are not drasti-
cally lowered, the average global tem-
peratures will increase by 4 degrees 
Celsius (7.2 F) by 2100. That would 
bring more than a 7% loss in world 
GDP per capita, said the study pub-
lished on Monday by the US National 
Bureau of Economic Research, a non-
profit economic research organisa-
tion.

The 2015 Paris Agreement, a global 
pact to fight climate change agreed 

to by nearly 200 countries, aims to 
keep the Earth’s temperature rise well 
below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 F), striv-
ing for 1.5 degrees (2.7 F). But even 
that would require a radical reduc-
tion of climate-warming greenhouse 
gas emissions, a landmark UN report 
found last year.

The economists’ research focused 
on the United States due to its var-
ied climates, and found that ignoring 
the Paris accord’s goals would affect 
industries from manufacturing to 
agriculture, costing the United States 
more than 10% of its GDP per capita.

“The average American household 
will be poorer,” Mohaddes said, and 
noted other industrialised countries 
could be similarly impacted. Canada, 
which is warming twice as fast as the 
rest of the world, could expect a 13% 
loss in income, while Switzerland 
could see a 12% cut and India would 
se a 10% GDP per capita drop.

But adhering to the Paris Agree-
ment goals could hold the loss in the 
United States to under 2%, the report 
said. US President Donald Trump 
vowed in June, 2017 to pull the United 
States out of the international agree-
ment, dealing a major blow to the ef-
fort to affect climate change. The ear-
liest that could happen is November, 
2020.

The report also suggested that 
while some countries are likely to 
adapt to climate change, they are un-
likely to act in time to ward off all the 
negative effects to their economies.

“We need to have much stronger 
mitigation,” said Mohaddes. “If we 
do commit to Paris, the losses are 
substantially lower. It’s not too late.” 
Researchers from the universities 
of Cambridge, Southern California, 
Johns Hopkins, and the National 
Tsing hua University in Taiwan as well 
as the International Monetary Fund, 
contributed to the report.

 By Guardian Reporter

A new hatchback called Tata 
Tiago has been introduced 
in the local market by Indian 
automobile manufacturer, Tata 
Motors and its main distributor, 
Tata Africa Holdings (Tanzania) 
Limited (TAHTL).

Speaking in Dar es Salaam 
during the weekend when 
the car was unveiled, Sujan 
Roy Head of International 
Business, Passenger Vehicles 

at Tata Motors, Sujay Roy said 
Tata Tiago is in line with the 
company’s brand promise of 
‘connecting aspirations.’

“We want to be in sync with 
the growing trend of bringing 
to market more SUV (sports 
utility vehicle) like vehicles. 
To meet this desire, we have 
launched today, the Tata NRG 
as the youngest SUV,” Roy said 
at a ceremony attended by new 
Indian High Commissioner to 

Tanzania, Sanjiv Kohli. 
He said the car has a unique 

ability to provide tough road 
performance that will appeal 
to the market and allow the 
Indian automaker enter into 
newer segments and cater to a 
new set of buyers. 

“We are confident that our 
customers will appreciate the 
Tata NRG’s young look and 
superior performance on 
tough road conditions,” Roy 

added.
Among other things, the 

new SUV is a petrol top variant 
with sturdy tyres and powered 
by a 1.2L Revotron petrol 
engine with an automated 
system. It enters the market in 
three colour options, namely 
malabar silver, canyon orange 
and Fuji white.

Backing Roy’s affectionate 
description of the car, TAHTL’s 
Country Head, Rajiv Bhushan 

concurred, “The pursuit of 
something different is what 
led to the Tata NRG. We 
are confident that this SUV 
inspired vehicle with its class 
leading design and technology 
will be much loved by our 
customers and will further 
help us expand our market 
share and will be a shining 
testament to our commitment 
of providing quality mobility 
solutions.”

nEw-product 

Tata Tiago hatchback unveiled in local market

The Indian High Commissioner to Tanzania, Sanjiv Kohli (L), and Tata Africa Holdings Tanzania Country Head Rajiv Bhushan (R) unveil a Tata Tiago NRG after its launch in Dar es Salaam 
at the weekend. Photo courtesy of TAHTL. 
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Agro-equipment company sells over 2,000 
tractors in Tanzania as farmers modernise 

RECOGNITION  

FISCAL CRISIS 

 By Beatrice Philemon 

CHINESE technology 

conglomerate’s local 

subsidiary, Huawei 

Technologies Tanzania 

Limited donated 12 bed-

sheets and mattresses 

to Mwananyamala 

Hospital as part of the 

company’s corporate social 

responsibility activity for 

2019 fiscal year.

Speaking after receiving 

the donation in Dar es Salaam 

on Friday, Mwananyamala 

Hospital Chief Medical 

Officer, Dr Nkungu Daniel 

thanked the company saying 

the donation will assist to 

reduce shortage of such 

materials in the maternity 

ward particularly.

Dr Nkungu said the 

hospital is facing shortages 

of a number of medical 

supplies because of 

increasing cases of patients 

and Kinondoni’s growing 

population. “Although 

CSR 

Huawei donates bed-sheets, mattresses to Mwananyamala Hospital

 By Guardian Reporter

A
N agriculture 

machinery deal-

ing company, 

Agricom Africa 

Limited has sold over 2,000 

tractors in the local market 

as Livestock and Fisher-

ies minister, Luhaga Mpina 

urges farmers to mechanise 

their farms.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam 

last week while congratulat-

ing Agricom for emerging 

a winner during this year’s 

Nane nane Agriculture Fair 

held at national level in Simi-

yu region, Mpina said the 

company has aligned with 

government plans to mecha-

nise agriculture as part of 

modernization.

“A real agriculture revolu-

tion which the government 

envisages will only be made 

possible through mechani-

zation,” Mpina said while 

stressing that companies 

like Agricom will receive full 

state cooperation to play a 

leading role in commercial-

izing the agriculture sector.

He pointed out that mech-

anization should also cover 

the livestock and fisheries 

subsectors because fodder 

making for livestock and 

pond feeding for fish farm-

ing also need modern equip-

ments to undertake.

“I urge your company to 

make sure that it supplies 

this modern equipment to 

farmers and livestock keep-

ers countrywide so that our 

agriculture should be revo-

lutionised,” the Livestock 

and Fisheries Minister add-

ed.

Briefing the Minister on 

her company’s activities, 

South Africa to seek budget spending cuts as debt climbs
 JOHANNESBURG 

South Africa is seeking to 
cut government budgets as it 
moves to contain debt after 
promising billions of rands 
to rescue its power utility 
and a weak economy damps 
tax collection.

The National Treasury has 
asked departments to pre-
pare proposals on how to 
reduce expenditure in a way 
that has the least impact on 
service delivery. It’s seeking 
cuts of 5% for 2020-21, and 

6% and 7% for the next two 
years, the Treasury said. That 
could be as much as R300 
billion over three years.

This could be a first step 
in containing South Africa’s 
budget deficit, which is pro-
jected by Fitch Ratings to 
overshoot the government’s 
forecast by almost 2 percent-
age points this year. That’s af-
ter the Treasury pledged an 
additional R59 billion bailout 
for the power utility Eskom.

While spending cuts of 
that magnitude could pla-

cate credit ratings com-
panies, Moody’s Investors 
Service, the last major firm 
to assess South Africa’s debt 
at investment grade, said 
the government’s room to 
maneuver in the budget is 
“extremely constrained” and 
tax increases are not off the 
table.

“We expect the South Af-
rican government to try to 
absorb the extra Eskom sup-
port costs with new revenue 
or expenditure measures 
in the next mid-year budget 

exercise, with departmen-
tal budget cuts being one 
option,” Moody’s said by 
email when asked about the 
spending-reduction plans.

Finance minister Tito 
Mboweni said in February 
the government will reduce 
its wage bill by about R25 
billion over three years. This 
would be done by encourag-
ing early retirement. State 
workers’ salaries account for 
about 35% of the R1.8 trillion 
budget for the fiscal year that 
ends in March. Mboweni will 

present the mid-term budget 
statement with the spending 
framework for the next three 
years in October.

The government will an-
nounce plans to reduce state 
debt in the mid-term budget, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
told lawmakers on Thurs-
day. Johannesburg-based 
Business Day newspaper re-
ported on the spending cuts 
earlier on Thursday.

Jackson Mthembu, the 
minister in the presidency, 
told reporters the Treasury 

hasn’t briefed cabinet on 
proposed spending cuts, 
adding that Mboweni would 
soon present an “holistic pa-
per” on the economy.

The government’s plan 
to give Eskom R28 billion in 
assistance over three years 
will add to state liabilities 
and widen the fiscal short-
fall. Fitch Ratings estimates 
the budget gap may climb to 
6.3% of gross domestic prod-
uct this year, and govern-
ment debt to 68% of GDP in 
two years.

Managing Director, Angelia Ngalula 

said the company which was estab-

lished in 2009, is focused on mecha-

nising the agriculture sector and 

thus enhancing a value chain. 

“We have become a one stop 

solutions provider in the farming 

business cycle because we are with 

farmers from land preparation 

throughout the production cycle to 

harvesting,” Ngalula said while not-

ing that since 2009, the company 

has also sold up to 3,000 other types 

of equipment in the market.

“The company continues to ex-

pand its product base and market 

share by ensuring that all possible 

channels for local farmers to afford 

agricultural equipment have been 

explored,” she added.

Agricom imports and distributes 

a wide range of farm equipment, in-

cluding tractors, ploughs, harrows, 

harvesters and rotators among oth-

er machinery which it imports from 

reputable manufactures in India, 

Italy and China.

Ngalula said her company has ena-

bled average local farmers who are 

unable to raise funding to buy equip-

ment on a cash basis, access alterna-

tive financing options to buy the du-

rable equipments which last longer 

other than buy cheap substandard 

substitutes available in the market.

Mwananyamala Hospital’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr Nkungu Daniel (L), receives bed-sheets from 
Huawei Technologies Tanzania Company Limited’s representative, Huo Li in (R) Dar es Salaam on 
Friday. Second right is Minister of State in PMO’s responsible for Investments, Angela Kairuki and 
Mwanayamala Ward Councillor, Songoro Mnyonge. Photo: courtesy of Huawei.  

Agricom Africa Limited’s Managing Director, Angelina Ngalula speaking to visitors of the company’s pavilion during this year’s Nane Nane Agriculture Fair held in 
Bariadi district of Simiyu region earlier this month. Photo: Guardian Photographer. 

 KIGALI 

A wholesale market to be constructed at Kigali Special 

Economic Zone in Gasabo District is expected to reduce 

post-harvest losses by improving logistics planning, qual-

ity control, and storage of fruits and vegetables, officials 

have said.

Current projection estimates on the market cost are 

around Rwf20 and Rwf25 billion. The Kigali Wholesale 

Market will provide new additional services like cleaning, 

grading, possibly drying, and cold storage that increases 

product life and reduce the loss of unsold products.

In the current concept, it is estimated that the market 

will have a capacity of [handling] up to 180,000 tonnes 

of fruits and vegetables per year, and accommodate up 

to 100 wholesalers, according to estimates from the Na-

tional Agricultural Export Development Board (NAEB).

Officials said that if all goes well, ground-breaking for 

the market will begin early next year. The project is under 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources (MINA-

GRI).

The initial idea to set up the market was proposed in 

2010. Officials from MINAGRI and NAEB argued that the 

slow progress in its establishment was due to the fact that 

the government wanted to ensure that thorough studies 

and analysis were conducted, and verified, prior to the 

project’s implementation.

Gérardine Mukeshimana, Minister for Agriculture and 

Animal Resources told Sunday Times that it is designed 

to act as a catalyst that will bring more professionalism to 

Rwanda’s fresh produce sector both for local supplies and 

for regional exports.

“It provides an opportunity for farmers, cooperatives 

and rural traders to have greater market connectivity to 

high-value markets both within and outside Rwanda, and 

put in place greater price transparency and e-Commerce 

options, while improving standards and more reliable 

product quality,” Mukeshimana observed.

Reducing post-harvest losses

An assessment made by Rwanda Agriculture Board, 

the University of Rwanda, and NAEB in 2017, showed that 

more than 40 per cent of fruits and vegetables produced 

are lost before reaching the end-user (consumer).

This issue, the assessment explained, is because of lack 

of knowledge and skills about good agricultural practices 

and appropriate materials for handling fruits and vegeta-

bles. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO), fruits and vegetables, roots 

and tubers have the highest wastage rates of any food.

FAO indicates that global quantitative food losses and 

waste per year are roughly 30 per cent for cereals, 40-50 

per cent for root crops, fruits and vegetables, 20 per cent 

for oilseeds, meat and dairy, and 35 per cent for fish.

Paul Rusingizandekwe, a tomato farmer in Kagitumba 

valley in Nyagatare District told Sunday Times, he har-

vests about 250 baskets of 120 kilogrammes each (or 

30,000 kilogrammes) per hectare per season but loses 

between 20 baskets (2,400 kilogrammes) and 30 baskets 

(3,600 kilogrammes) of that yield. He said that a 120-kilo-

gramme basket of tomatoes costs Rwf50,000. However, 

he said, sometimes, it is sold at five times less for fear that 

farmers might incur total losses when the tomatoes get 

rotten.

“Currently, we do not have a ready market for our to-

mato produce; we just struggle to retail it in various parts 

of the country. If we get a ready market, we are assured of 

protection [as farmers],” he said adding that [ripe] toma-

toes are very perishable as they deteriorate after three or 

four days of harvest. “So, such a facility is of great help for 

us,” he said.

In addition to improving linkages and logistics of pro-

duce coming from rural areas, aggregation points and 

markets, officials said that the Kigali Wholesale Market 

will provide a modern and clean environment where 

food service business, food manufacturers, restaurants, 

hotels and regional exporters can find high-quality fresh 

produce. It will also have small retail to supply fresh pro-

duce to families looking to buy high-quality products in a 

clean, well-lit, and safe environment.

INVESTMENT 

Rwf25 billion 
fruit market to 
reduce post-
harvest losses

Gérardine Mukeshimana, Rwanda’s Agriculture and Animal 
Resources minister 

this donation will slightly 

improve matters but we 

still need some 254 beds 

for admitted patients,” he 

noted.

Huawei which said in a 

statement that the donation 

was a result of a request 

made by Minister of State 

in Prime Minister’s Office 

responsible for Investment, 

Angela Kairuki who was 

also present at the brief 

ceremony. Huawei’s CSR 

support in the country 

focuses on education, health 

and vulnerable groups in the 

community such as women 

and children. 

The Chinese company 

said the donation is aimed at 

improving social services at 

the public referral hospital 

for Kinondoni municipality. 

“Huawei Technologies 

Tanzania will continue to 

contribute more to local 

projects through its CSR 

activities,” the statement 

added.

Apart from supporting 

community projects, the 

company also backs state 

efforts to train information 

and communication 

technology experts 

through its ‘Seeds for the 

Future’ program, ICT skill 

competition program and 

job fair event.

The Chinese 

conglomerate which is 

leading the world in mobile 

communication technology 

through innovation focused 

on meeting customer needs. 

“We invest heavily in basic 

research, concentrating 

on technological 

breakthroughs that drive 

the world forward. We 

have more than 180,000 

employees, and we operate 

in more than 170 countries 

and regions,” the statement 

concluded. Founded in 

1987, Huawei is a private 

company fully owned by its 

employees.
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Global digital currency should replace US dollar, Bank of England governor says

Unity  at G7 threatened by global 
disputes ahead of France summit

 PARIS 

Leaders of the G7 nations 

began arriving in France on 

Saturday for a summit as a 

US-China row over protec-

tionism highlighted Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron’s 

tough task in delivering real 

results on trade, Iran and cli-

mate change.

The three-day meeting 

in the Atlantic seaside re-

sort of Biarritz takes place 

amid sharp differences over 

a clutch of global issues 

that risk further dividing a 

group of countries already 

struggling to speak with one 

voice.

Summit host Mr Macron 

wants the leaders of Brit-

ain, Canada, Germany, Italy, 

Japan and the United States 

to focus on the defence of 

democracy, gender equal-

ity, education and climate 

change, and has invited lead-

ers from Asia, Africa and Lat-

in America to join them for a 

global push on these issues.

But with the trade war be-

tween China and the United 

States worsening, European 

governments struggling to 

defuse tensions between 

Washington and Tehran and 

global condemnation grow-

ing over illegal fires in the 

Amazon, his agenda could 

be eclipsed.

US President Donald 

Trump’s history of pugnac-

ity at multilateral gatherings, 

which brought last year’s G7 

summit to an acrimonious 

conclusion, means there is 

scant hope for substantive 

agreements.

Mr Macron was exploring 

holding a joint news con-

ference with Trump at the 

summit’s close, a French 

diplomatic source said, but 

has already decided that, to 

avoid another failure, there 

will be no final commu-

nique.

“French President Emma-

nuel Macron... bills the meet-

ing as a chance to relaunch 

multilateralism, promote de-

mocracy and tame globalisa-

tion to ensure it works for 

everyone,” Stewart Patrick 

of the Council on Foreign 

Relations think tank wrote.

“More likely, the gathering 

will expose the political, eco-

nomic and ideological fault 

lines threatening Western 

solidarity and international 

cooperation.” Mr Trump’s 

fireworks at the Charlevoix 

summit in Canada last year 

prompted foreign policy 

analysts to dub the Group 

of Seven nations the G6+1. 

US officials said Mr Trump 

would tout his policies of tax 

cuts and deregulation and 

press allies to follow his ex-

ample to stave off problems 

with the global economy.

Hours before leaving for 

Biarritz, Mr Trump reacted 

angrily to China’s move to 

impose retaliatory tariffs on 

more US goods, even saying 

he was ordering US compa-

nies to look at ways to close 

their operations in China. 

The president cannot legally 

compel US firms to abandon 

China immediately.

Mr Trump also took aim 

at France’s new tax on big 

tech companies, threaten-

ing to tax French wine “like 

they’ve never seen before”. 

His remarks cast doubts 

over Mr Macron’s chances 

to secure agreement at the 

summit on a universal digi-

tal tax. China’s President 

Xi Jinping is not among the 

Asian leaders invited to the 

Biarritz summit.

Adding to the unpredict-

able dynamic between the 

G7 leaders are the new re-

alities facing Brexit-bound 

Britain: dwindling influence 

in Europe and growing de-

pendency on the United 

States. New Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson will want to 

strike a balance between 

not alienating Britain’s Euro-

pean allies and not irritating 

Trump and possibly jeop-

ardising future trade ties. 

Messrs Johnson and Trump 

will hold bilateral talks on 

Sunday morning.

Even so, diplomats played 

down the likelihood of 

Messrs Trump and Johnson 

joining hands against the 

rest, citing Britain’s close for-

eign policy alignment with 

Europe on issues from Iran 

and trade to climate change. 

“There won’t be a G5+2,” one 

senior G7 diplomat said. Mr 

Johnson said ahead of the 

summit that Britain would 

not retreat from its respon-

sibilities on the world stage 

after Brexit, nor sacrifice its 

belief in the global order.

The remarks were a ri-

poste to those who say leav-

ing the European Union will 

diminish Britain’s influence 

on the global stage and force 

a pivot towards Mr Trump’s 

unorthodox and often con-

frontational approach to di-

plomacy.
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US Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, left, and Bank of England Governor Mark Carney, walk together after Powell’s speech 
at the Jackson Hole Economic Policy Symposium on Friday in Jackson Hole, Wyo. 

CONCERN 

Anti-G7 demonstrators are due to protest in Hendaye, France.

JACKSON HOLE 

A 
global electronic 

currency should 

be created to 

dampen the 

domineering influence of 

the US dollar on global trade, 

the Bank of England (BoE) 

governor said on Friday.

In a speech at an annual 

gathering of central bankers 

in Jackson Hole in the US, 

Mr Carney made the case 

for a global electronic 

currency that could act 

as “synthetic hegemonic 

currency . . . perhaps through 

a network of central bank 

digital currencies.”

Mr Carney also suggested 

the world’s reliance on the 

US dollar “won’t hold” and 

needs to be replaced by a 

new international monetary 

and financial system based 

on many more global 

currencies. This could 

“dampen the domineering 

influence of the US dollar on 

global trade”, the Financial 

Times reported, quoting 

from his speech.

Despite an interest rate cut 

by the US Federal Reserve 

last month and President 

Donald Trump imploring 

Fed chairman Jerome Powell 

to take bolder action, the 

greenback has been nearing 

a three-year high, weakening 

other currencies against the 

dollar.

Movements in the US 

dollar are fundamentally 

important to other 

economies even if they have 

few direct trade links with 

the US. It accounts for only 

10 per cent of global trade 

and 15 per cent of global 

gross domestic product, 

but generates half of trade 

invoices and two-thirds of 

global securities issuance, 

Mr Carney said. Countries 

are forced to self-insure 

and hoard dollars to guard 

against potential capital 

flight, leading to excess 

savings and lower global 

growth, he added.

The Jackson Hole conference, 

held annually for the past four 

decades and sponsored by 

the regional Federal Reserve 

Bank of Kansas City, is centred 

on the theme of challenges of 

monetary policy. This year’s 

meeting of central bankers 

occurs against a backdrop 

of volatile financial markets, 

rising fears of recession and 

global trade tensions.

Though he did not elaborate, 

Facebook’s Libra comes 

closest to the digital currency 

Mr Carney described. The 

digital token - set to be rolled 

out next year and secured 

against a basket of reserve-

backed currencies - would not 

be controlled by Facebook, but 

rather run by a consortium 

that includes Uber, Mastercard, 

Stripe, Visa, PayPal and Spotify, 

among others.

Mr Carney, who is a few 

months away from stepping 

down as BoE governor, also 

said a collapse of Brexit talks 

resulting in the UK leaving 

the EU without a transition 

agreement would likely 

prompt the BoE to loosen 

monetary policy.

His speech, delivered to 

other central bankers, is likely 

to be seen as an attempt to 

raise his profile as a possible 

future International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) managing director 

by appealing to emerging 

economies in particular. Mr 

Carney will leave the BoE at 

the end of January but, lacking 

support from Europe or the 

US, currently has little chance 

of securing the top job at the 

fund.

The IMF is looking for a 

candidate to replace the 

outgoing Christine Lagarde, 

who will head the European 

Central Bank after serving 

eight years at the organisation. 

The IMF has recommended 

its board vote to remove a 

restriction prohibiting anyone 

above the age of 65 from being 

appointed managing director. 

The move is expected to clear 

the way for current favourite, 

Bulgaria’s Kristalina Georgieva, 

66, to succeed Ms Lagarde. 

DIVERSIFICATION 
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LEBANESE Prime Minister Saad 
Hariri said two Israeli drones which 
crashed in a suburb of Beirut domi-
nated by the Iranian-backed Hezbollah 
were designed to stir up regional ten-
sions.

In the first such incident in more 
than a decade, one drone fell and sec-
ond exploded before dawn near the 
ground and caused some damage to 
Hezbollah’s media center in the south-
ern Dahiyeh suburbs, a Hezbollah offi-
cial told Reuters.

“The new aggression...constitutes a 
threat to regional stability and an at-
tempt to push the situation toward fur-
ther tension,” Hariri said in a statement 
from his office.

The Israeli military declined to com-
ment.

The incident took place hours after 
the Israeli military said its aircraft had 
struck Iranian forces and Shi’ite militias 
near Syria’s capital Damascus which it 
said had been planning to launch “kill-
er drones” into Israel.

War monitor the Syrian Observatory 

for Human Rights said two members of 
Hezbollah and one Iranian were killed 
in the Israeli strikes around Damascus.

The Israeli military said its aircraft 
struck “Iranian Quds Force operatives 
and Shi’ite militias which were prepar-
ing to advance attack plans targeting 
sites in Israel from within Syria over the 
last number of days”.

The elite Quds Force is the overseas 
arm of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC).

“KILL HIM FIRST”
“Iran has no immunity anywhere. 

Our forces operate in every sector 
against the Iranian aggression,” said 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu on Twitter. “If someone rises up 
to kill you, kill him first.”

In Tehran, a senior Revolutionary 
Guards commander denied that Irani-
an targets had been hit in the Israeli air 
strikes in Syria, the semi-official ILNA 
news agency reported.

Israel deems Lebanon’s heav-
ily armed Shi’ite Hezbollah movement, 
backed by Iran, as the biggest threat 
across its border. They fought a month-

long war in 2006 in which nearly 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, died in Lebanon and 158 people 
died in Israel, mostly soldiers.

Lebanon has complained to the United Nations 
about Israeli planes regularly violating its airspace 
in recent years.

Residents in Dahiyeh said they heard the sound 
of a blast. A witness said the army closed off the 
streets where a fire had started. A Hezbollah 
spokesman told Lebanon’s state news agency 
NNA the second drone was rigged with explosives 
causing serious damage to the media center.

Hezbollah is now examining the first drone, 
he said. The Lebanese army said that one Israeli 
drone fell and another exploded at 02:30 am local 
time (2330 GMT), causing only material damage.

“The army arrived immediately and cordoned 
off the area where the two drones fell,” it said.

Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah is 
scheduled to give a televised speech later on Sun-
day.

Israel has grown alarmed by the rising influence 
of its regional foe Iran during the war in neighbor-
ing Syria, where Tehran and Hezbollah provide 
military help to Damascus.

Israel says its air force has carried out hundreds 
of strikes in Syria against what it calls Iranian tar-
gets and arms transfers to Hezbollah.

Iran and Hezbollah are helping President 
Bashar al-Assad in the eight-year-old Syria war. 
Russia, which is also aiding Assad, has largely 
turned a blind eye to the Israeli air strikes

Netanyahu said the strikes in Syria on Saturday 
thwarted a planned Iranian attack in Israel.

Syrian state media said air defenses confronted 
the “aggression” and the army said most of the Is-
raeli missiles were destroyed.

The United States and Iran are at odds over 
Tehran’s nuclear program and the Gulf, with both 
sides trading accusations over threats to the stra-
tegic waterway’s security.

Iran also has wide sway in Iraq.
Iraq’s paramilitary groups on Wednesday 

blamed a series of recent blasts at their weapons 
depots and bases on the United States and Israel.

The Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), the 
grouping of Iraq’s mostly Shi’ite Muslim paramili-
tary groups, many of which are backed by Iran, 
said the United States had allowed four Israeli 
drones to enter the region accompanying U.S. 
forces and carry out missions on Iraqi territory.

Netanyahu has hinted of possible Israeli in-
volvement in attacks against Iranian-linked tar-
gets in Iraq.

    Agencies

HONG KONG was put into extreme 
chaos by illegal assemblies and violent 
protests, which have lasted more than 
two months and aroused resentment 
among Hong Kong residents.

When the Hong Kong society is calling 
for immediate actions to stop violence, 
some politicians of certain western 
countries couldn’t resist the temptation 
to meddle in Hong Kong.

By openly supporting radical protes-
tors and intervening in China’s internal 
affairs, these politicians play a disgrace-
ful role during the recent protests and 
violent incidents. Recently, they don’t 
even bother to conceal their evil in-
tentions as they step from behind the 
scenes to the stage.

In the color revolutions taking place 

since the end of the 20th century, west-
ern forces usually hid behind violent 
demonstrators and manipulated the 
latter’s behaviors, or clamored for vio-
lence and conspired to stir up trouble in 
a cloak of morality and justice. Howev-
er, the old tricks proven useful in other 
places didn’t work in Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong police who they want 
to discredit and strike down not only 
exercised professionalism and restraint, 
but also fulfilled their duties with sheer 
determination. They never backed 
down in the face of pressure.

To show their support for the police, 
Hong Kong residents took part in mas-
sive activities. Large groups of people 
visited several police stations in Hong 
Kong to express their firm support for 

and utmost respect to the police force, 
praising the police officers as the shield 
of Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong people have grown 
fed up with some western politicians 
who instructed, trained and funded rad-
ical protestors to destabilize Hong Kong. 
An increasing number of Hong Kong 
residents have expressed the hope that 
violence and chaos could be ended and 
order be resumed.

As the attempt to destabilize Hong 
Kong is about to fail, certain politicians 
naturally become anxious.

Under the “one country, two systems” 
principle, Hong Kong is widely acknowl-
edged for its free business environment 
and high international competitiveness.

Some western officials are so naive 
and arrogant as to believe that they 
can throw Hong Kong into turmoil by 
making a few excuses, chanting several 
slogans, and fostering some minions. 
Stability and peace is in the interest of 
Hong Kong, and the Hong Kong people 
could perfectly tell right from wrong. So 
could all the Chinese people.

The ulterior motive of some west-
ern politicians to launch the anti-China 
agenda through destabilizing Hong 
Kong has been exposed. By intervening 
in Hong Kong affairs and instigating vio-
lent incidents, their purpose to restrain 
China by fair means or foul has also 
been revealed.

US vice president Mike Pence recently 
proposed that the Sino-US economic 

and trade negotiations be linked to 
Hong Kong issues. This is nothing but 
political blackmail.

The western politicians underesti-
mated the ability of the Hong Kong gov-
ernment to exercise legal governance 
and that of the police to enforce the law, 
the aspiration of the Hong Kong people 
for stability, and the determination and 
willpower of the Chinese government to 
safeguard national sovereignty, security, 
unity and Hong Kong’s prosperity and 
stability.

The external forces and radical pro-
testors are going against the trend of 
history by fanning up disorder in Hong 
Kong, and initiating the anti-China agen-
da through destabilizing Hong Kong is 
never going to succeed.

Hong Kong’s affairs are purely China’s 
internal affairs and no other countries, 
organizations or individuals have the 
right to meddle in China’s domestic af-
fairs.

Any attempt to cause chaos in Hong 
Kong and curb China’s development 
will not get its way. Any practice that 
undermines Hong Kong’s prosperity 
and stability and challenges the bottom 
line of the “one country, two systems” 
principle will surely be condemned by 
all Chinese people, including the Hong 
Kong compatriots.

Certain western politicians should 
immediately stop meddling in Hong 
Kong affairs.

                                          People’s Daily

BIARRITZ /France

US President Donald Trump said 
that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin might attend the next G7 
summit in the United States in 
2020, the news agency Bloomberg 
reported yesterday.

The US president made this 
statement ahead of his meeting 
with UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson on the sidelines of the 
G7 summit that is running in the 
French resort city of Biarritz, the 
news agency said.

According to Bloomberg, Trump 
said it is “certainly possible” that 
Putin is invited to the next G7 sum-
mit.

Meanwhile, the news agency 
Reuters reported that the US presi-
dent confirmed the media reports 
that the G7 leaders had discussed 
Russia’s possible return to the club 
of the world’s leading industrial-
ized nations. 

Trump noted, however, he did 
not know whether Russia would fi-
nally return to the Group of Seven 
nations.

Returning to G8 format?
US President Trump t(pictured)

old reporters on Tuesday that “it’s 
much more appropriate to have 

Russia in” [the G8]. According to 
a senior US administration offi-
cial cited by CNN, Trump and his 
French counterpart Emmanuel 
Macron held a telephone conver-
sation on Tuesday and agreed that 
the Russian president should be 
invited to the G7 summit in 2020. 
According to CNN, Trump planned 
to broach the topic at the G7 sum-
mit in Biarritz, France, on August 
24-26.

Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov earlier told journalists that 
the return to the G8 format was 

not a goal in itself for Russia since 
it was more efficient to deal with 
issues within the G20 format of the 
world’s leading industrialized and 
emerging economies.

 As Peskov noted, Russian Presi-
dent Putin has said on many oc-
casions that Russia is not refusing 
to communicate with other coun-
tries in any formats.

The G7 is a group of industrial-
ized nations that includes Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the United 
States.    Agencies

Trump says Putin may attend next G7 summit in US

Second package of Skripal Case 
sanctions to come into force today

WASHINGTON

THE second package 
of anti-Russian sanctions 
linked to the so-called 
‘Skripal Case’ will become 
effective from today, ac-
cording to the formal no-
tice of the US State Depart-
ment posted on Friday in the electronic database of the US 
Federal Register.

This document will be published on Monday and re-
strictive measures will apply after that. According to the 
notification, the decision on restrictions was made as early 
as on March 29.

Skripal saga
According to London, former Russian Military Intel-

ligence (GRU) Colonel Sergei Skripal, (pictured) who had 
been convicted in Russia of spying for Great Britain and 
later swapped for Russian intelligence officers, and his 
daughter Yulia, suffered the effects of an alleged nerve 
agent in the British city of Salisbury on March 4, 2018. 

Claiming that the substance used in the attack had been 
a Novichok-class nerve agent developed in the Soviet Un-
ion, London rushed to accuse Russia of being involved in 
the incident. Moscow rejected all of the United Kingdom’s 
accusations, saying that neither the Soviet Union nor Rus-
sia ever had any program aimed at developing such a sub-
stance.

Chief Executive of the Defense Science and Technology 
Laboratory (DSTL) at Porton Down Gary Aitkenhead said 
later that British experts had been unable to identify the 
origin of the nerve agent used in the attack on the Skripals.

On August 1, US President Donald Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order, which stipulates the procedure of sanction-
ing the country found to have breached the US Chemical 
and Biological Weapons Control and Warfare Elimination 
Act of 1991. 

The act was used as a legal justification for slapping the 
first round of sanctions on Russia over the Skripal case at 
the end of August in 2018. The new sanctions will include a 
prohibition on US banks from lending non-ruble denomi-
nated funds to the Russian government.              Agencies

BEIJING

AGAIN, Washington has decided to 
up its ante in its trade offensive against 
China by threatening on Saturday addi-
tional tariffs on almost all of its import-
ed goods from China.

The latest escalation in their tar-
iff warfare seems to have shown that 
Washington’s trade hawks are getting 
increasingly hysterical and desperate 
as they seek to force China into submis-
sion.

A few weeks ago, Washington, disre-
garding the plain fact, labeled China as 
a “currency manipulator.”

The U.S. administration may feel free 
to press its luck in a trade fight they have 
initiated, but China will not be intimi-
dated.For more than a year since Wash-
ington fired the first shot of the trade 
war against China, the Chinese side 
has all along been acting in good faith 
in search of a win-win solution to their 
trade disputes, like buying U.S. farm 
products and tightening its control over 

Washington’s bullying only to toughen Beijing’s fighting will

Certain western politicians should immediately stop meddling in Hong Kong affairs

LONDON 

 BRITAIN’S Prince Andrew responded to intense media 
scrutiny of his links to Jeffrey Epstein by issuing a statement 
on Saturday denying any knowledge of criminal behavior by 
his one-time friend who killed himself in a New York jail while 
awaiting trial on sex trafficking charges.

“At no stage during the limited time I spent with him did I 
see, witness or suspect any behavior of the sort that subse-
quently led to his arrest and conviction,” Andrew (pictured)
said in the written statement, referring to Epstein’s 2008 
conviction after pleading guilty to prostitution-related state 
charges.

Epstein served 13 months behind bars. Andrew again said it 
was a “mistake” to visit Epstein after his release in 2010.

Queen Elizabeth’s son also expressed “tremendous sympa-
thy” for Epstein’s victims.

Saying he wanted to clarify their “association,” Andrew 
said, “I met Mr. Epstein in 1999. During the time I knew him, I 
saw him infrequently and probably no more than only once 
or twice a year. I have stayed in a number of his residences.”

Saturday’s statement was not the first time Andrew has 
commented on Epstein.

Earlier this month, Andrew rejected suggestions he may 
have been involved in Epstein’s crimes. 

That statement came after the Mail on Sunday newspaper 
obtained a Dec. 6, 2010, video showing Andrew inside Ep-
stein’s New York home waving goodbye to a young woman. 
The video was recorded after Epstein’s 2008 conviction.

     Agencies

Prince Andrew denies 
knowledge of Epstein’s crimes

Prime Minister Saad Hariri

fentanyl-like drugs.
Yet China’s utmost sincerity has been 

met with smearing, flip-flopping and 
bullying from the trade hawks in Wash-
ington, who view China as a pushover.

By ratcheting up its rhetoric and 
threatening more trade levies, Washing-
ton seems to gamble that China would 
budge first. However, it is making a los-
ing bet.

China hardliners in the Trump ad-
ministration have overestimated their 
ability to cow Beijing into concessions 
that are detrimental to China’s core in-
terests, and underestimated the Asian 
country’s determination to defend its 
vital stakes.

For these hardliners, Beijing’s coun-
termeasure announcement on Friday 
against earlier U.S. tariff hike threats 
may serve as another clear-cut remain-
der that China will only grow more reso-
lute in the face of swelling pressure.

Trade war produces no winners, es-
pecially in today’s increasingly inter-
twined global economy. 

So when Washington is trying 
to recklessly hit China with pu-
nitive tariffs, it is in fact taxing 
its own people, hurting its own 
economy, rattling and unnerv-
ing stock markets worldwide, 
and dragging down the global 
economic growth.Washington’s 
reckless and capricious trade 
bullying has already roiled U.S. 
stock markets and triggered 
global concerns, notably from its 
European allies. In a red Friday, 
all three major U.S. indexes tum-
bled, with the Dow dropping 623 
points.

At the on-going Group of Sev-

en summit in France, European 
Council President Donald Tusk 
sounded the alarm that “trade 
wars will lead to a recession” 
while French President Emma-
nuel Macron warned that trade 
wars are bad for everyone.

For the benefit of both China 
and the United States, as well as 
that of the wider international 
community, negotiations are still 
the only way out of their trade 
disputes.

Yet, Washington’s trade hard-
liners should bear in mind that 
spike in pressure is not giving 
them more chips on the nego-

tiating table, but placing more 
roadblocks on the way towards a 
final settlement of the trade fric-
tion.

Therefore, the earlier these 
China hawks let go of their ad-
diction to the tactic of maximum 
pressure, the sooner the two 
sides can figure out their trade 
problems.

Washington needs to show 
enough sincerity to convince 
Beijing that the potential trade 
deal is going to be pursued on 
the basis of respect and equal 
treatment, and that the deal itself 
is going to accommodate China’s 
major concerns, not only those 
of the United States.

If Washington’s trade hawks 
do not respect this bottom line, 
they will be held responsible 
for the dire consequences for 
the United States and the wider 
world brought about by their ar-
rogance and bigotry.     Xinhua

Hariri says Israeli drones 
in Beirut attempt to stir 
Middle East tensions
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WORLD NEWS

CHINA’S state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) are independent market enti-
ties that engage in autonomous oper-
ations, and make profits and assume 
losses independently.

Bearing risks on their own, prac-
ticing self-discipline and pursuing 
self-development, they compete with 
other enterprises of different owner-
ships on a level playing field.

However, they have long been re-
garded as a thorn in the side of some 
Americans who stubbornly believe 
that “those who are not with us must 
be against us”. Fabricating stories 
about Chinese SOEs and maliciously 
defaming them, these Americans 
spare no effort to stigmatize and de-
monize these Chinese companies.     

Since China’s accession to the WTO, 
the country has been actively reform-
ing its policies to ensure compliance 
and fully performing the obligations 
under the WTO Agreement on Sub-
sidies and Countervailing Measures. 
Not only has China completely can-
celled prohibited subsidies, but also 
strictly abided by the WTO rules on 
subsidy transparency. 

Over a thousand relevant notifi-
cations have been submitted by the 
country to the WTO. 

In July 2018, China submitted to 
the WTO notifications of the central 
and sub-national subsidy policies be-
tween 2015 and 2016 which for the 
first time covered all of provincial-
level administrative regions.

Meanwhile, making active and ef-
fective efforts to straighten out and 
standardize industrial subsidies, rel-
evant Chinese departments have cre-
ated a market environment where 
companies of all ownerships and siz-
es are treated as equals and compete 
on a level playing field.

China, keeping its commitment 
with concrete actions, has been 
highly acclaimed by the international 
community. Pascal Lamy, former Di-
rector-General of the WTO, said that 
“China has done really well in terms 
of implementing its long list of com-
mitments” and that the U.S. is wrong 
when it targets China as the “big 
cheater”.   

It’s hardly possible to disassociate 
the U.S. speculation of the so-called 
huge Chinese SOE subsidies from the 
sour grapes and mental malfunction 
of some U.S. officials.

On the latest Fortune Global 500 
list, Chinese companies for the first 
time outnumbered those of the U.S., 
and quite a lot of the listed were SOEs.

The excellent performance of the 
Chinese companies in the global mar-
ket wakened the devil in the hearts 
of some U.S. officials who therefore 
hope to expel their Chinese competi-
tors from the market.

The WTO rules neither differenti-
ate between private companies and 
SOEs nor discriminate against SOEs.

China’s SOEs are a significant driv-
ing force for the country’s economic 
development, and an important con-
tributor to the development of global 
economy. 

Since the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, these enterprises 
have played an irreplaceable role in 
the country’s endeavor to establish 
an independent and relatively com-
plete industrial system as the country 
tried to shake off poverty and back-
wardness.

In recent years, Chinese SOEs, as 
major players in the process of eco-
nomic globalization, have conformed 
to the laws of market, improved gov-
ernance structure, and carried out 
multinational operation, realizing 
win-win development with their glob-
al partners.

However, through the “colored 
spectacles” of some Americans, regu-
lar activities of the market entities are 
natively threatening, and business 
deals based on equality and free will 
are unfair because of “government 
subsidies”. 

Instead of creating troubles out of 
nothing and arrogantly finding faults 
of others, these Americans should 
take a good look at themselves.

According to statistics from Good 
Jobs First, a U.S. watchdog on corpo-
rate subsidies, since the 1980s, U.S. 
governments at different levels have 
given $178.1 billion in subsidies to 
domestic enterprises through 80,337 
projects. In particular, the Boeing 
Company alone has received $14.5 
billion of allocated subsidies from the 
federal and state/local governments 
since 2000.

The subsidy competition among 
different states has long become an 
open secret. Such competition be-
tween Kansas and Missouri even 
evolved into a “war” in which the two 
states race against each other regard-
ing the corporate welfare they offer.

On March 28, 2019, the WTO’s Ap-
pellate Body issued its report on U.S. 
compliance in the Boeing dispute, 
ruling that Washington State failed 
to comply with a WTO ruling in 2012, 
and continued providing Boeing an-
nually with an illegal subsidized tax 
break worth around $100 million.  

Later on July 16, the WTO an-
nounced in its Appellate Body report 
that the U.S. had not fully complied 
with an WTO ruling in 2014, and 
pointed out that 11 of U.S. countervail-
ing proceedings concerning certain 
products from China, including the 
OCTG and solar panels, were incon-
sistent with WTO laws.

As an adage in the western world 
goes, facts can always catch up with 
lies, even if they spread as fast as gal-
loping horses. Some Americans had 
better understand it as early as pos-
sible.

  People’s Daily 

BIARRITZ, FRANCE

LEADERS from the world’s seven 
most industrialized countries started 
the group’s 45th summit, clouded by 
a pile of tough issues with trade ten-
sions high on the agenda, on Saturday 
evening at the French seaside resort 
Biarritz.

After an informal welcome at the 
landmark lighthouse overlooking the 
extremely heavily secured small town, 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
and his guests -- Angela Merkel (Ger-
many), Boris Johnson (Britain), Justin 
Trudeau (Canada), Giuseppe Conte 
(Italy), Shinzo Abe ( Japan) and Don-
ald Trump (the United States) -- will 
strive to search for common ground 
amid worsening divergency in next 
two days.

Tough issues piled on the agenda: 
tightened trade tensions, trans-Atlan-
tic relations at historical low, climate 
challenges with unprecedented fires 
in Amazon rainforest, Brexit with a 
highly probable scenario of no-deal, 
Iran nuclear deal at stake, Russia-Eu-
rope relations as well as digital taxa-
tion dividing not only Brussels and 
Washington but also members within 
Europe, just to name a few.”This meet-
ing is useful, important ... otherwise 
we would have to divide among our-
selves,” said Macron in a televised 
speech earlier in the day. 

Conflicts relating “Iran, Syria, Libya, 
Ukraine and several other interna-
tional crisis” will be discussed. “Ten-
sions, especially commercial ones, are 
bad for everyone. We must succeed 
in reaching a de-escalation, stabilise 
things and avoid this trade war which 
is already taking place everywhere,” 
he added.

On climate and biodiversity, Mar-
con urged the summit to answer the 
emergency calls of the ocean and the 
forests burning in Amazon while re-
gretting the division between Europe 
and the U.S.

 The trans-Atlantic rift cuts even 
deeper days ahead of the summit 
as Trump offered to buy Denmark’s 
Greenland and, when rejected, called 
the Danish prime minister’s statement 
“nasty” and cancelled, via a tweet, his 
planned visit to the European country. 

On the eve of the summit he reiter-
ated criticism of a French proposal to 
levy a tax aimed at big U.S. technology 
companies and threatened again to re-
taliate by taxing French wine. 

Last month, he blasted Macron’s 
“foolishness” in a tweet. EU will re-

spond in kind if Trump slaps tariffs 
on French wine, warned Donald Tusk, 
president of the European Council, in 
his pre-summit briefing earlier this 
morning.  “If Trump uses tariffs for 
political reasons, it could be danger-
ous for the whole world, including the 
EU,” he added. 

“Trade wars among G7 members will 
lead to eroding the already weakened 
trust among us.”   “It is increasingly 
difficult, for all of us, to find common 
language and the world needs more 
of our cooperation, not less,” he said, 
adding “this may be the last moment 
to restore our political community.”

Upon arrival at Biarritz airport, 
Johnson also said he would be telling 
Trump to pull back from a trade war 
which is already destabilising eco-
nomic growth around the world.  “I am 
very worried about the way it’s going, 
the growth of protectionism, of tariffs 
that we’re seeing,” he told reporters. 

“Trump would not expect any kind 
of warm welcome in Biarritz. He does 
not really care much about G7.

 He is very much defiant to all in-
ternational bodies in in general, and 
he knew in the first place that other 
leaders in the G7 would be very much 
opposed to him,” Remi Bourgeot, an 
economist and associate fellow at The 
French Institute for International and 
Strategic Affairs (IRIS), told Xinhua.

At noon, Marcon and Trump had an 
unscheduled work lunch. Hours later, 
European leaders Merkel, Macron, 
Tusk, Johnson and Conte held a pre-

summit coordinating meeting. 
On Sunday, leaders of the G7, part-

ner countries and international or-
ganizations invited by France will 
start their work sessions. Presentation 
of a report on equality, work sessions 
on climate and bilateral meetings are 
programmed.

Yesterday evening, the heads of the 
delegations  posed for their traditional 
family photo. They will give a con-
cluding press conference on Monday 
afternoon. Last year’s Quebec sum-
mit in Canada ended without a com-
munique, the first time in G7’s history 
since 1975. Trump put the group’s soli-
darity at question by leaving early

 In 2017 the summit in Italy ended 
with stalemate over Paris climate ac-
cord. Weeks later, Trump pulled the 
U.S. out of the agreement. Foreseeing 
the rowing pals would not reach any 
substantial consensus, the French 
presidency had stressed on the “very 
informal” character of the gathering.

“We will talk about strategic issues 
of security, trade and world economy 
in a very informal way. We will see 
whether there is question of issuing 
communique,” Macron told media 
earlier this week.

About 30 km away from Biarritz, 
alter-globalisation activists are organ-
izing their counter-summit on the 
French-Spanish border. On Friday 
night, protesters clashed with the se-
curity forces, resulting in 17 arrests 
and several police lightly wounded.  

   Xinhua

Divided G7 starts tough summit 
with trade tensions high on agenda

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 

AN Iranian-flagged oil tanker 
pursued by the US amid height-
ened tensions between Tehran 
and Washington changed its 
listed destination to a port in 
Turkey early on Saturday after 
Greece said it wouldn’t risk its 
relations with America by aid-
ing it.

The crew of the Adrian Darya 
1, formerly known as the Grace 
1, updated its listed destination 
in its Automatic Identification 
System to Mersin, Turkey, a port 
city in the country’s south and 
home to an oil terminal.

However, mariners can input 

any destination into the AIS, so 
Turkey may not be its true des-
tination. Mersin is some 200 kil-
ometers northwest of a refinery 
in Baniyas, Syria, where author-
ities alleged the Adrian Darya 
had been heading before being 
seized off Gibraltar in early July.

Iranian state media and of-
ficials did not immediately ac-
knowledge the new reported 
destination of the Adrian Darya, 
which carries 2.1 million barrels 
of Iranian crude oil worth some 
US$130 million. Nor was there 
any immediate reaction from 
Turkey, whose President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan deals directly 
with Tehran and Russia over 

Syria’s long war.
The ship-tracking website 

MarineTraffic.com showed the 
Adrian Darya’s position as just 
south of Sicily in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. At current speeds, 
it estimated the Adrian Darya 
would reach Mersin in about a 
week.

The State Department did not 
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The head of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard, Gen Hossein 
Salami, said Saturday it had suc-
cessfully test-fired a “new mis-
sile” a day earlier, according to 
the semi-official Tasnim news 
agency. 

“Our country is always the 
arena for testing a variety of de-
fense and strategic systems and 
these are non-stop movements 
towards the growth of our de-
terrent power,” Salami said. 
“And yesterday was one of the 
successful days for this nation.”

He did not provide any ad-
ditional information about the 
missile. 

Iran’s President Hassan Rou-
hani on Thursday debuted an 
Iran-made air-defense missile 
system, the Bavar-373. In June, 
Iran shot down an American 
surveillance drone in the Strait 
of Hormuz. US President Don-
ald Trump came close to retali-

ating but called off an airstrike 
at the last moment.

The Adrian Darya’s detention 
and later release by Gibraltar 
have added fuel to the grow-
ing tensions between Washing-
ton and Tehran, after Trump 
unilaterally withdrew America 
from Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers over a year 
ago over concerns about Iran’s 
ballistic missile program and 
regional influence. 

In the time since, Iran lost bil-
lions of dollars in business deals 
allowed by the deal, as the US 
re-imposed and created sanc-
tions largely blocking Tehran 
from selling crude oil aboard, a 

crucial source of hard currency 
for the Islamic Republic.

In US federal court docu-
ments, authorities allege the 
Adrian Grace’s true owner is 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, 
a paramilitary organization 
answerable only to Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

The US declared the Guard 
a foreign terror organization 
in April, the first time America 
named a military force of a na-
tion as such, giving it the legal 
power to issue a warrant for the 
vessel’s seizure. However, that 
would require another nation 
to acknowledge the writ.

The Adrian Darya had put 

its intended destination as Kal-
amata, Greece, even though 
the port did not have the infra-
structure to offload oil from the 
tanker. The State Department 
then pressured Greece not to 
aid the vessel.

Meanwhile, Iran continues 
to hold the British-flagged oil 
tanker Stena Impero, which it 
seized in a commando-style 
raid July 19 after the taking of 
the Adrian Darya. Analysts sug-
gested the release of the Adrian 
Darya would see the Stena Im-
pero let go, but that has yet to 
happen.

  Agencies

Iranian oil tanker pursued by US says it’s going to Turkey

PYONGYANG 

 KIM Jong-un, top leader of the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK), guided a test-firing of newly 
developed super-large multiple rocket 
launcher on Saturday, the official Ko-
rean Central News Agency (KCNA) re-
ported yesterday.

The test proved that all the tactical 
and technological specifications of the 
launcher system correctly reached the 
preset indexes, the KCNA said in a re-
port.

Kim praised the great weapon and 
the young national defense scientists 
for designing and completing the 
weapon system at one go-off.

“What made him happy today is 
that a contingent of young and prom-
ising talents who will shoulder upon 
the rapid development of the Juche-
oriented defence industry grow in the 
course of the development of the new 
weapon,” the report said.

Kim also said an important mission 
of the DPRK defense industry is to in-
crease national defence capabilities in 
every way, the KCNA reported.

On Saturday morning, the DPRK 
fired two short-range ballistic missiles 
off its eastern coast in South Ham-
gyong Province, according to the Re-
public of Korea’s (ROK) Joint Chiefs of 
Staff.

Saturday’s test marked the seventh 
missile launch by the DPRK since July 
25 and the ninth this year, which came 
after the end of a joint annual military 
exercises between the ROK and the 
United States earlier this week. 

   Agencies

DPRK’s Kim 
guides test-
firing of new 
multiple 
rocket 
launcher

China’s SOEs play fair 
in global competition

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh 

 THOUSANDS of Rohingya refu-
gees marked the second anniversary 
of their exodus from Myanmar into 
Bangladesh yesterday by rallying, 
crying and praying as they demand-
ed Myanmar grant them their citi-
zenship and other rights before they 
agree to return.

Up to 30,000 joined a rally days 
after Bangladesh with the help of 
the UN refugee agency attempted to 
start the repatriation of 3,450 Roh-
ingya Muslims. 

None agreed to go back voluntar-
ily, citing fear for their safety and a 
lack of confidence in Myanmar. The 
UNHCR said on Thursday that build-
ing confidence was essential for re-
patriation.

Myanmar had scheduled Aug 22 
for the beginning of the process but 

Rohingya refugees demand rights in Myanmar

it failed for a second time after the first 
attempt last November.

The repatriation deal is based on an 
understanding that the return has to 
be “safe, dignified and voluntary.” 

The refugees also insisted on receiv-
ing Myanmar citizenship and other 
rights. Bangladesh’s Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina said that her adminis-
tration will not use force to send them 
back despite a huge burden on the 
South Asian country.

More than 1 million Rohingya live in 
Bangladesh.

In Kutupalong camp in Bangladesh’s 
southern district of Cox’s Bazar on 
Sunday, some carried placards and 
banners, some reading “Restore our 
citizenship.”

They raised their hands at a prayer 
session and cried, many loudly as an 
imam led the sermon with an emo-
tional narration of their sufferings. 

The prayer was held for the victims 
of the killings, rape and arson attacks. 
Security was tight in the camps de-
spite the Rohingya groups’ pledge that 
they would protest peacefully.

“Oh Allah, how much blood we have 
to give to have peace in our life? We 
have been shedding our blood for 
decades and now we are here. Please 
help us, we want to go back,” said the 
imam.

Myanmar has consistently denied 
human rights violations and says 
military operations in Rakhine state, 
where most of the Rohingya fled from, 
were justified in response to attacks 
by Rohingya insurgents.

On Thursday, the UNHCR in a state-
ment said the agency and the UN De-
velopment Program had sought effec-
tive access in Myanmar.

   Agencies

What made him 
happy today is that a 
contingent of young 
and promising talents 
who will shoulder upon 
the rapid development 
of the Juche-oriented 
defence industry grow 

European Council President Donald Tusk addresses media representatives at a press 
conference in Biarritz, southwest France on Saturday, on the first day of the annual G7 
Summit. AFP)
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Vodacom Tanzania offers 9bn/- 
for Mainland Premier League  

Sprite BBall Kings tournament tips of in Dar  
BY CORRESPONDENT SABATO KASIKA 

THIS year’s Sprite BBALL Kings basketball 
tournament tipped off in Dar es Salaam on 
Saturday, in which 43 teams took part in the 
first round at the Jakaya Kikwete Youth Park.

Coca Cola Company backs the annual 
competition through Sprite brand, with 
East Africa Television and East Africa Radio 
coordinating the competition. 

Ukonga Warriors team locked horns 
with Mbagala Hard Core in the first match, 
Kigamboni City came up against Ukonga 
Hitmen in the second duel.

The opening clash, of the tournament, 
played in knockout system, ended with 
Ukonga Warriors post 37-25 victory over 
Mbagala Hard Core.

Ukonga Hitmen had the last laugh in an 
encounter with Kigamboni City given the 
side registered 51-21 victory.

The tournament’s coordinator, Barnabas 
Mkingwe, pointed out a draw for the round 
of 16 stage will be done today.

“The knockout duels geared towards 
getting 16 outfits which will book a place 
in the round of 16 stage, we will then hold 
a draw for the stage which will be held on 

Saturday,” he noted.
He disclosed Sprite BBALL Kings 2019 

has several stages which include teams’ 
registration, the competition’s first round 
and the round of 16.

Participating sides which will secure 
progression to the round of 16 will battle for 
progression to the last eight, the tournament 
will thereafter move to the last four and the 
final.

“Basketball fans should not be surprised 
to see squads which featured in the opening 
match miss out on qualification for the round 
of 16 given there are plenty of good sides,” 
Mkingwe added.

He pointed out the tournament targets to 
unearth basketball talents.

“East Africa Television and East Africa 
Radio connect East Africa countries and 
mostly target youths between 18 and 35 years 
to entertain, inform and educated them via 
several programs,” Mkingwe disclosed.

He noted the competition’s champions will 
be presented with a cash prize of 10m/- and a 
trophy, second-placed side will receive 3m/-.

The tournament’s Most Valuable Player will 
rake in 2m/- and a trophy.

Big Three ‘almost impossible’ to beat at US Open 

BY GUARDIAN REPORTER

T
HE Mainland Premier 
League is back with a 
momentous sponsor-
ship from Vodacom Tan-

zania. The company has signed a 
partnership agreement with Tan-
zania Football Federation (TFF) in 
which the association will receive 
9bn/- over a three-year period 
from 2019 to 2021.

This new deal makes Vodacom 
Tanzania the main sponsor of the 
league.

The agreement was signed at 
Vodacom Tanzania headquarters 
in Dar es Salaam last weekend by 
all parties, namely TFF, Premier 
League Board (TPLB) and Vodacom 
Tanzania Plc that was led by the 
firm’s Managing Director, Hisham 
Hendi.

Minister for Information, Cul-
ture, Arts and sports, Harrison 
Mwakyembe, witnessed the cer-
emony.

The league kicked off last Satur-
day with a total of 380 games set to 
involve more than 20 teams at vari-
ous stadiums in the country.

In his speech, Mwakyembe said: 
“It is necessary to invest in youths 
for the country’s development and 
we have increased our support to-
wards harnessing the potential of 
youths in the coming years.”   

He further applauded Vodacom 
for supporting the government’s 
efforts to nurture talented youth.

“Today’s realities require the 
participation of young people in 
the socio-economic development 
of the nation and football employs 
thousands,” he disclosed.

“The investment made by Vod-
acom today is a major milestone 
for the league. I encourage other 
companies to invest in sports in 
order to create more employment 
opportunities for youths that will 

Vodacom Tanzania Managing Director, Hisham Hendi (R), hands over a dummy cheque of 9bn/- to Tanzania Football 
Federation (TFF) president Wallace Karia, for the company’s sponsorship of the Mainland Premier League in a period 
of three years during a short ceremony held at Vodacom’s Headquarters in Dar es Salaam on Friday. Witnessing the 
handover is Minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, Harrison Mwakyembe (C), and other officials. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF VODACOM

Kigamboni City basketball team’s player, Adolf Ulaya, goes for a layup with Ukonga Hitmen players challenging 
him in one of the Sprite BBall Kings tournament’s first round matches which took place in Dar es Salaam on 
Saturday. PHOTO: SABATO KASIKA

NEW YORK

ROGER Federer, Rafa 
Nadal and Novak Djokovic 
have enjoyed a years-long 
stranglehold on Grand Slam 
titles and that dominance is 
unlikely to end at the U.S. Open 
where a cast of hopefuls will try 
to end their reign. 

The ‘Big Three’ have 
combined to win each of the 
last 11 Grand Slams, with Serb 
Djokovic having triumphed in 
four of the last five blue riband 
events and a popular pick to 
successfully defend his New 

York title despite being dealt a 
tough draw. 

ESPN tennis analyst and 
former world number one 
John McEnroe fully expects 
one member of the threesome 
to triumph in New York and 
suggested that the task of 
toppling them in a best-of-five 
sets is currently too tall an 
order. 

“You have to beat potentially 
at least two of them, in some 
cases three of them. That’s 
seemingly almost impossible 
to do,” McEnroe said on a 
conference call. 

“Perhaps with a little bit of 
luck something happens where 
a draw opens up. They’re 
human. At some stage they’re 
going to start losing more.” 

Top seed Djokovic will 
begin his title defense against 
Roberto Carballes Baena, and 
before a projected semi-final 
clash with five-times winner 
Federer could meet former 
champion Stan Wawrinka or 
2017 finalist Kevin Anderson in 
the fourth round. 

One player who is widely 
considered a possible threat 
is Russian fifth seed Daniil 

Medvedev, who has proven to 
be the most in-form player in 
the lead-up to the U.S. Open 
and is Djokovic’s projected 
quarter-final opponent. 

Medvedev has never made 
it past the third round in New 
York but is more confident than 
ever after reaching the final in 
tune-up events in Washington 
and Montreal before securing 
the biggest title of his career in 
Cincinnati. 

“The three weeks really 
pushed my confidence a lot,” 
said Medvedev, who has beaten 
Djokovic twice this season. 

“Now I know that when I play 
my best tennis I can beat 
basically everybody, and that’s 
what I need to keep doing 
here.” 

Federer, owner of a record 
20 Grand Slam titles, considers 
himself in fine form despite a 
forgettable U.S. Open tune-up 
that consisted of a swift third-
round upset in Cincinnati. 

The 38-year-old Swiss third 
seed has played just two 
matches since last month’s 
Wimbledon final, where 
he failed to convert two 
championship points on his 

own serve in the fifth set against 
Djokovic, but is raring to go. 

“This is probably the best 
I’ve felt in years coming into 
the U.S. Open again, which is 
encouraging,” said Federer. 

“It’s going to be a tough 
tournament to win, no doubt 
about it. I feel like I’m part of 
that group who can do it.” 

Three-times champion 
Nadal, whose title defense at 
last year’s U.S. Open ended with 
him retiring from the semi-
finals with a knee injury, has 
also declared himself ready for 
battle. 

The Spanish second seed has 
been drawn in the opposite 
half of rivals Djokovic and 
Federer and his biggest hurdle 
to the final could be fourth 
seed Austrian Dominic Thiem, 
who is his projected semi-final 
opponent. 

Nadal, who will strive for 
efficiency in a bid to limit the 
punishment the hardcourts 
can inflict on his troublesome 
knees, may appear to have the 
easier path of ‘Big Three’ to 
the final but was not about to 
acknowledge as much. 

REUTERS

enable them to contribute to 
the country’s   economic devel-
opment.”

Vodacom Tanzania Plc Man-
aging Director, Hendi, said the 
company is at the forefront of 
supporting development initia-
tives as well as sports activities 
in Tanzania.

 “We have been sponsoring 
the premier league for nine 
years and have seen the growth 
of upcoming talent as well as the 
league itself which commands 
a following of millions of fans 
both locally and in neighboring 
countries,” he said.

 “We can all agree that 
football players are the biggest 
ambassador of our nation, we 
all saw that during Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) season.” 

“Therefore, it is our 
responsibility to identify and 

build the capacity of talented 
footballers in the country,” 
Hendi added.

He expressed his excitement 
for the renewal of the Mainland 
Premier League sponsorship, 
pointing out that the company 
will continue to invest in youths 
through sports.

Hendi also revealed that the 
competition, which will be 
known as Vodacom Premier 
League, brings with it through 
the firm’s promotion dubbed 
SOKA LETU, exciting offers for 
their customers.

“Once customers subscribe 
to SOKA LETU, they get football 
news, updates and reviews 
on VPL. But that’s not all, our 
customers also stand a chance 
to win free minutes, VPL game 
tickets and other exciting 
rewards,” Hendi added.

On his part, TFF president, 
Wallace Karia, commended 
Vodacom Tanzania for sponsor-
ing the league, highlighting that 
the funds will be directed to-
wards skills development. 

“On behalf of TFF, I would 
like to thank Vodacom Tanzania 
for their continued efforts to 
support football in Tanzania. 
We commit to invest in the 
talents of our players to ensure 
we have strong and successful 
teams.”  

“As part of our vision to take 
Tanzania to a digital age and 
enable a cashless society, we 
target to enhance the experience 
of our customers and football 
fans in the purchase of the 
tickets through M-PESA, from 
all networks and banks. We are 
very excited about the future,” 
Hendi noted.

BY FRANCIS KAJUBI

STANDARD Chartered Bank 
Tanzania has sponsored a three-
day visit by seven Dar es Salaam 
Corridor Company’semployees 
toUnited Kingdom watch Liv-
erpool FC play against Watford 
in the English Premier League 
match to be played at the Anfield 
Stadium in December.

Dar es Salaam Corridor team 
won this year’s Standard Char-
tered Cup competition after 
commanding 3-0 victory over 
Coca Cola team in the event’s fi-
nal that was played in Dar es Sa-
laam on Saturday.

Emirates Aluminum team won 
the third position after posting 
3-0 victory over IPP Media team 

in the third place playoff of the 
competition backed by the bank.

The bank’s Acting Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Ajmair Riaz, said that 
26 teams from the institution’s 
corporate customers took part 
in the tournament to contest for 
the trip to the United Kingdom. 

According to him, this is the 
fourth time the bank has orga-
nized the competition for its cli-
ents. 

“We are considering to bring in 
female customers’ teams for the 
next year’s competition. Women 
are good soccer fans thus it’s 
good to consider them,” Riaz 
said.

Each of the participating sides 
in the competition had five play-
ers on the pitch and two re-

serves, with every match lasting 
only 10 minutes.

Tanzania Football Federation 
(TFF)president, Wallace Karia, 
said his federation has been col-
laborating with bank in improv-
ing soccer in the country for 
years now.

“Standard Chartered bank has 
been a loyal supporter when it 
comes to soccer development. 
We have collaborated with the 
bank in bringing up youth soccer 
teams especially national U-17 
squad ‘Serengeti Boys’,” he dis-
closed.

National Sports Council Chair-
man, Leodger Tenga, applauded 
the bank for coordinating trips 
for former Liverpool players to 
Tanzania so as local players can 

learn from them.
“Trips by former Liverpool 

players such as John Barnes and 
Sami Hyypia to Tanzania has 
been an inspirational initiative 
to young local players,” he dis-
closed.

Rick Shean, Deputy British 
High Commissioner to Tanza-
nia, said that public and private 
partnership is crucial for soccer 
development.

“Both the public sector and 
the private sector need to invest 
heavily in soccer and make sure 
that there are improvements of 
the sport in Tanzania. To achieve 
these goals, it’s important that 
youths are prepared to be high 
disciplined professional play-
ers,” he noted.

Bank supports Tanzania soccer team’s trip to UK

Roger Federer    Novak Djokovic     Rafa Nadal

GUARDIAN REPORTER

MULTICHOICE Tanzania has 
stepped up efforts to improve 
Tanzanians’ passion for soccer with 
the announcement of price decrease 
on the firm’s various packages on 
Dstv.

“Our key priority is to put 
customers at the heart of everything 
we do. As such, we’ve taken the 
decision to bring some relief to 
customers on the DStv Premium, 

DStv Compact, DStv Compact 
Plus, DStv Family, Premium+Asia 
Addon and Premium+French Addon 
package by reducing the monthly 
subscription price,“ MultiChoice 
Tanzania Managing Director, 
Jacqueline Woiso, noted.

Woiso disclosed the price decrease 
will begin on September 1.

She said that the aim aim of 
the price review is to make great 
entertainment accessible to more 

consumers in Tanzania.
She noted they beieve that this 

move will grant more DStv customers 
access to the complete world of 
exciting entertainment channels at a 
lower price.

Woiso revealed that price for DStv 
Premium package will drop from 
169,000/- to 129,000/- (a difference 
of 40,000/-).

She added price for DStv Compact+ 
set at 109,000/- will drop to  84,000/- 

(a difference of 25,000/-).
DStv Compact package which 

was sold at 69,000/- has dropped to 
44,000/- (a difference of 25,000/-) 
and DStv Family’s package sold at 
39,000 has dropped to 29,000/- (a 
difference of 10,000/-).

Regarding the special packages 
with addons Jacqueline said the DStv 
Premium+Asia Addon will be sold 
at 170,050/- instead of the current 
220,050/- (a difference of 40,000/-).

The Premium+French addon 
will be sold at 219,000/- instead of 
259,000/- (a difference of 40,000/-).

MultiChoice, according to Woiso, is 
committed to delivering various ways 
to thank the company’s customers 
for their ongoing support and loyalty 
whilst delivering a world-class 
entertainment service they deserve 
at great value.  

The official further said that during 
this period of the reduced price, 

customers will be able to enjoy the 
English Premier League, La Liga, 
Seria A alongside exciting local and 
international movies and series for 
less.

The customers will also enjoy 
watching telenovelas, music, news, 
and children’s entertainment.

She further said that the new 
prices are not attached to channel 
relocation. 

Firm eager to bolster Tanzanians’ passion for soccer
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Our ‘identity is intensity’, 
says Liverpool boss Klopp
 LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND

LIVERPOOL manager Juergen 
Klopp praised his side’s intensity 
as they took control at the top of 
the Premier League with their third 
consecutive win of the campaign in 
Saturday’s 3-1 victory over Arsenal. 

After wins over Norwich City and 
Southampton, the European cham-
pions, who were league runners-up 
last term, needed to step up their 
game for the visit of Unai Emery’s 
Gunners who were also unbeaten 
— and that is exactly what they did. 

“It was a brilliant game from my 
side so early in the season. It was 
outstanding. It was a performance 
full of power, energy, greed and 
passion, which I think you need to 
have against a team like Arsenal,” 
said Klopp. 

“We are still really early in the 
season and throwing such energy 
on the pitch is exceptional. The 
work rate of the whole team was 
exceptional. Tactical discipline was 
exceptional apart from maybe 10-15 
minutes,” he said. 

Although Liverpool eased off in 
the latter stages and allowed Ar-
senal to score a consolation goal, 
Klopp was still well satisfied with 

what he witnessed. 
“For 80 minutes we were com-

pletely in charge of the game. We 
are not Disneyland, we do not need 
to excite everyone in every sec-
ond,” said the German. 

Mohamed Salah was the decisive 
figure — turning David Luiz to gain 
a penalty which he blasted home in 
the 49th minute and then beating 
Arsenal’s former Chelsea defender 
out wide before scoring an out-
standing solo goal. 

“The decision about the penalty I 
think was absolutely obvious. Mo’s 
third goal was absolutely amazing, 
but the pedigree of the boys is sen-
sational. Our identity is intensity, 
and we showed that today,” said 
Klopp, who also had praise for his 
two Brazilians on the field. 

“Roberto Firmino what a player 
he is, unbelievable. I am really hap-
py with the performance. I did not 
see a bad player tonight or a player 
that played under his level. Fabin-
ho played sensational,” he said. 

Liverpool have a five-point ad-
vantage over champions Manches-
ter City, who pipped them to the 
title by a solitary point last season. 

REUTERS

LONDON

L
IVERPOOL extended their 
perfect start to the Premier 
League season as Mohamed 
Salah inspired an impres-

sive 3-1 win over Arsenal, while Man-
chester United suffered fresh pen-
alty woe through Marcus Rashford 
in their shock home defeat against 
Crystal Palace on Saturday.

Jurgen Klopp’s title challengers 
made it three successive victories 
thanks to Joel Matip’s opener and a 
brace from Salah, one a stunning solo 
effort.

Liverpool sit at the top of the Pre-
mier League with the last 100 percent 
record, three points clear of Arsenal, 
who saw their two-match winning 
streak ruined by a fatal combination 
of sloppy defending and poor finish-
ing at Anfield.

Arsenal boss Unai Emery will be 
furious that Reds defender Matip was 
able to head home from Trent Alex-
ander-Arnold’s 41st-minute corner.

And Arsenal were guilty of anoth-
er needless error four minutes after 
half-time when former Chelsea de-
fender David Luiz tugged at Salah, 
conceding a penalty that the Egypt 
forward drove home for his second 
goal of the season.

Salah put talk of Arsenal’s revival 
in perspective when he accelerated 
away from Luiz and Nacho Monreal 
before finishing off a superb solo 
strike in the 59th minute.

Lucas Torreira got one back in the 
85th minute, but it was too late for an 
Arsenal escape act.

“We were full of power, energy and 
greed, passion, all what you need to 
have against a good team like Arse-
nal,” Klopp said.

“We were a bit too greedy and 
didn’t split the runs a bit, which we 
talked about, but overall we were re-
ally in charge of the game.”

On Monday, Manchester United 
were forced to settle for a 1-1 draw 
at Wolves after Paul Pogba’s penalty 
was saved by Rui Patricio when the 
France star insisted on taking over 
spot-kick duties from Rashford.

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND

OLE Gunnar Solskjaer has said 
he is “lost for words” after a second 
Manchester United player was ra-
cially abused on social media.

Marcus Rashford was sent a se-
ries of racist tweets after missing a 
penalty during the team’s 2-1 defeat 
to Crystal Palace at Old Trafford on 
Saturday, just five days after similar 
incidents involving Paul Pogba. 

“It’s the same as we spoke about 
before the weekend; it needs to 
stop,” Solskjaer said at a news con-
ference. “I’m just lost for words. 
They keep hiding behind fake IDs 
and it’s crazy we talk about this in 
2019.”

Rashford missed from the spot in 
the second half after Jordan Ayew 
had scored after 32 minutes, mark-
ing Palace’s first league goal at Old 
Trafford in 15 years.

Daniel James eventually equalised 
two minutes from time, only for Pat-
rick van Aanholt to score the winner 
in the third minute of injury time af-
ter beating David De Gea at his near 
post.

“I think we didn’t have enough 
urgency and penetration,” said 
Solskjaer. “[The first goal] was one 
long kick, such an easy goal, and 
the last goal, David has not touched 
the ball [all game] and they score 

again. Sometimes that’ll be the case 
-- teams will come here and defend 
against us.”

Solskjaer said he was also frus-
trated by referee Paul Tierney’s de-
cision to punish Gary Cahill with 
just a yellow card in the first half af-
ter he pulled back Anthony Martial 
when the Frenchman looked to be 
through on goal.

The Norwegian also felt his team 
should have been awarded a pen-
alty when Martial appeared to be 
fouled by Martin Kelly in the area -- 
a decision that was not overturned 
by the VAR.

“I think we were unlucky with 
Martial’s clear and obvious penalty,” 
said Solskjaer. “It’s a nailed on one 
and when the ref sees the game 
he’ll know he’s not had his best. It’s 
a nailed on penalty, he won’t slip if 
he doesn’t have a centre back on his 
shoulders.”

United lost Luke Shaw to an injury 
in the first half, but Solskjaer hopes 
it is not serious ahead of next Satur-
day’s trip to Southampton, Shaw’s 
former club.

“We’ll do the scans tomorrow, but 
he felt something in his hamstring,” 
Solskjaer said. “Hopefully, it won’t 
be too bad and I hope he is going to 
be back for Southampton.”

(Agencies)

Rashford racially abused, 
Ole ‘lost for words’

But Rashford fared no better when 
he hit a post from the spot in the 
second half against Palace at Old 
Trafford, putting United on course 
for their first defeat of the Premier 
League season as Patrick van Aan-
holt grabbed the visitors a 2-1 win in 
stoppage-time.

Palace took the lead in the 32nd 
minute as Jeffrey Schlupp flicked on 
to Jordan Ayew, who was played on-
side by the slow-to-react Harry Magu-
ire and side-footed past David de Gea 
for Palace’s first goal of the season.

When Scott McTominay was 
fouled, Rashford, who had scored a 
penalty against Chelsea in the first 
game of the campaign, took the ball 
as Pogba looked on, but the England 
striker’s spot-kick cannoned back off 
the woodwork.

Former Swansea midfielder Daniel 
James looked to have spared Rash-
ford’s blushes when he bagged his 
second goal for United with a fine fin-
ish in the 89th minute.

But a terrible blunder by United 

‘keeper De Gea proved decisive in 
the third minute of added time as the 
Spaniard allowed van Aanholt’s shot 
to squeeze under him at the near 
post.

- Missed opportunities -
It was Palace’s first league win over 

United since May 1991 and their first 
league victory at Old Trafford since 
December 1989.

“Two games, two missed penalties. 
It’s part and parcel of it. If we keep 
putting ourselves in those positions 
we will get more penalties and we 
will score,” United manager Ole Gun-
nar Solskjaer said.

“We weren’t clinical enough in 
front of goal. We defended poorly at 
times and it cost us.”

Tammy Abraham fired Chelsea to 
their first win of the Frank Lampard 
era as the young striker’s double 
clinched a 3-2 victory against Nor-
wich.

Lampard had gone three games 
without a victory in all competitions 
since he took over as Chelsea man-

ager, but the Blues legend finally got 
off the mark thanks to his faith in 
Abraham.

Abraham had failed to score in 
his three previous appearances this 
term, but the 21-year-old striker 
bagged his first goal for the club to 
put Chelsea ahead at Carrow Road.

A pulsating encounter saw Todd 
Cantwell equalise for Norwich be-
fore Mason Mount restored Chelsea’s 
advantage.

Teemu Pukki’s fifth goal in three 
games this season brought Norwich 
back on level terms before half-time, 
only for Abraham to give Chelsea the 
points with his predatory second-
half finish.

Leicester got their first victory of 
the campaign as they beat Sheffield 
United 2-1 at Bramall Lane.

Sebastien Haller’s first goals for 
West Ham ensured his side cruised to 
a 3-1 victory at Watford, while South-
ampton won 2-0 at 10-man Brighton.

AFP

Salah shines as Liverpool sink Arsenal, 
Rashford penalty woe in Man U shocker

MUNICH

ROBERT Lewandowski scored 
a hat trick and Philippe Coutinho 
made his debut as champions 
Bayern Munich cruised to a 3-0 
victory at Schalke on Saturday for 
their first win in the Bundesliga this 
season.

The 31-year-old Poland forward 
grabbed his first goal with a 20th-
minute penalty and added another 
with a superbly taken free kick five 
minutes after the restart.

He completed his ninth 
Bundesliga hat trick in the 75th to 
take his season tally to five goals in 
two league matches.

Bayern, who stumbled to a 2-2 
draw in their opener against Hertha 
Berlin, are on four points, two 
behind leaders Borussia Dortmund, 
who won 3-1 at Cologne on Friday.

“I can play even better. I have 
the potential to further improve,” 
Lewandowski, who is close to signing 
a contract extension, told reporters. 
“You can win some matches alone, 
but with the team you win titles.”

“The Bundesliga is no easy league 
and that is why we constantly have 
to be ready. I was ready and happy 
to have helped the team,” he said.

The striker has now converted 24 
of his 27 Bundesliga penalties while 

also scoring 16 goals in 19 league 
matches against Schalke.

His second goal looked to be 
a wake-up call for Schalke who 
grabbed control of the game and 
were unlucky not to be awarded a 
penalty for a handball by Bayern’s 
new signing Ivan Perisic.

Their revival was short-lived, 
however, and Lewandowski put 
the game beyond them when he 
controlled the ball at the edge of the 
box before completing his hat trick 
with a clinical finish.

Coutinho, Bayern’s biggest signing 
for the season, also came on in the 
second half for his first appearance 
on German soil after joining on loan 
from Barcelona and told reporters 
he was honored to play next to a 
“legend” like Lewandowski.

“It’s amazing to play alongside 
him. He’s a legend,” Coutinho said. 
“He’s a great player, a great guy. I 
have been here for three or four 
days, and I saw his qualities right in 
the training. Today, he scored a hat 
trick.”

In his first 30 minutes of 
Bundesliga football, Coutinho 
added up 36 touches and played 28 
passes from his position in Bayern’s 
central midfield.

(Agencies) 

Lewy steals show in Coutinho’s Bayern debut

looking to release their 
speedy forward players on 
the break. Arsenal’s away 
record at Liverpool has 
been dreadful in recent 
years, but for once, they 
avoided being submerged 
before half-time.

Pepe even pulled off 
the rare feat of dribbling 
past Virgil van Dijk, his 
seventh-minute dart on 
then halfway line making 
him the first player to 
have left the towering 
Dutchman in his wake in a 
Premier League game since 
Newcastle United’s Mikel 
Merino in March 2018.

The Ivorian winger, Ar-
senal’s £72 million record 
signing, had shown glimps-
es of his gifts as a substitute 
during last weekend’s 2-1 
win over Burnley, and here 
he was at Anfield the visi-
tors’ most dangerous play-
er. After twice threatening 
from outside the box, he 
created -- but then squan-
dered -- a brilliant first-half 
chance, seizing on Jordan 
Henderson’s miskick and 
jinking inside Andrew 

Robertson before failing 
to open his body up suf-
ficiently to place his side-
foot attempt past Adrian. 
Then, shortly before half-
time, a slick turn sent Rob-
ertson skittering away in 
the wrong direction.

Arsenal’s third new sign-
ing, Dani Ceballos, was 
brought down to earth af-
ter his man of the match 
display against Burnley, 
almost gifting a goal to Sa-
dio Mane with a dangerous 
pass across his own box, 
before giving way to Lu-
cas Torreira just after the 
hour mark. It is one thing 
to swagger around mid-
field against Sean Dyche’s 
Burnley; quite another to 
do it against the European 
champions on their own 
patch. With Ceballos off 
the pace, it was left to Joe 
Willock to take the game 
to Liverpool in midfield, 
the 20-year-old academy 
graduate impressing with 
some assured touches and 
purposeful runs.

 
(Agencies)

 LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND

IT was as if David Luiz felt so 
embarrassed by the damaging 
recklessness of what he had just done 
that he felt some kind of knee-jerk 
moral compulsion to acknowledge 
his mistake.

The second half was two minutes 
old at a warm, summery Anfield and 
Arsenal, though 1-0 down, were just 
about holding their own. That’s when 
Mohamed Salah made a move to 
latch onto a prodded pass by Roberto 
Firmino and Luiz instinctively 
yanked at the Liverpool No. 11’s shirt. 

The Brazilian got such a solid fistful 
of his opponent’s jersey that the 
stretched red fabric could probably 
be seen from the back row of the 
stadium’s enormous Main Stand. The 
video officials at Stockley Park will 
not have to validate a more blatant 
penalty decision all season.

Luiz’s mea culpa moment occurred 
before referee Anthony Taylor even 
had time to blow his whistle. We 
are used to seeing defenders react 
to committing a foul by deceptively 
wagging a finger or perhaps urging 
their opponent to get back to their 
feet, but Luiz merely raised his right 
hand into the air, palm open, as if 
aware that what he had done was 
so screamingly obvious that there 
was no point in even pretending 
otherwise.

“Yes, it’s a fair cop,” he seemed to 
be saying. “I am David Luiz and this, 
I’m afraid, is what I tend to do.”

Taylor’s whistle duly sounded and 
Salah did the rest, placing the ball on 
the spot and then expertly bending 
it inside the left-hand post to double 
the hosts’ lead. It felt like game over 
--and 10 minutes later it was, with 
Luiz again at fault.

Sensing the Arsenal centre-back in 
close attendance as he drifted across 
to the right wing to gather Fabinho’s 
forcefully struck pass, Salah took 
one touch to control the ball and 
then sent another past Luiz into the 
acres of green grass behind him, 

David Luiz’s shocker proves it’s the same old calamitous Arsenal  

David Luiz

Streaking clear: Mohamed Salah (centre) scored twice in Liverpool’s win over Arsenal (AFP Photo)

the shaggy-haired centre-
back this time raising both 
hands to show he had not 
committed a foul. Nacho 
Monreal could not catch 
Salah, and the Egyptian 
sped into the box before 
brilliantly steering a shot 
into the bottom-left corner.

Luiz could not be 
held responsible for 
Liverpool’s 41st-minute 
opener, which had seen 
Joel Matip outmuscle 
Sokratis Papastathopoulos 
to head Trent Alexander-
Arnold’s corner past Bernd 
Leno. But his second-half 

cameo showed that for 
all the personality he has 
brought to the changing 
room and for all that his 
passing will help Arsenal 
to play through opposition 
presses, the risk of a 
calamitous mistake is 
never far away. Spiriting 
him away from Chelsea 
on transfer deadline day 
might have felt like a clever 
and opportunistic piece of 
business, but then again, 
there is a reason he only 
cost £8 million.

Before Liverpool’s first 
goal, Arsenal manager 
Unai Emery will have 
reflected with satisfaction 
on the extent to which his 
tactics had succeeded in 
frustrating Jurgen Klopp’s 
side. Set out in a compact 
4-3-1-2 formation that 
Klopp later admitted had 
surprised him. With Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang 
and full debutant Nicolas 
Pepe paired together in a 
spring-mounted front two, 
the visitors defended in 
a low bloc, crowding the 
middle of the pitch and 
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Simba SC bows out of CAF Champions League                              

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Kigwangalla salutes Selous Half Marathon sponsors  

Simba Sports ClubBy Guardian Reporter

T
ANZANIA’s Sim-
ba SC has kissed 
this season’s 
CAF Champions 

League goodbye as the 
side was held to 1-1 draw 
by UD Songo of Mozam-
bique in the second leg of 
the competition’s prelimi-
nary round at the National 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday.

UD Songo have 
progressed to the first 
round of the competition 
on the basis of the away 
goal regulation. 

The two teams’ first 
game, played in Beira two 
weeks back, ended with 
the teams locked to a 0-0 
draw, which means they 
both had chance to book 
a place in the first round.

Experienced keeper 
Aishi Manula made his 

By Correspondent Michael 
Sikapundwa, Morogoro

MINISTER for Natural 
Resources and Tourism, 
Hamisi Kigwangalla, has 
appreciated Selous Half 
Marathon’s sponsors for 
making the event a success.

The race took place in 

Morogoro last weekend. It 
was backed by Tanzania 
Wildlife Authority (TAWA), 
Tanzania Forest Services 
(TFS), CRDB Bank, Jubilee 
Insurance and Tanzania 
Tourist Board (TTB).

Kigwangalla was among 
athletes that ran 15km 

event in the race, which 
had involved over 1000 
athletes from across 
Tanzania.

He stressed marathon 
brings people together 
regardless of their colour 
and economic status.

People, he noted, meet 

and share ideas, apart 
from enjoying the race.

He congratulated 
the race’s sponsors for 
bringing people together 
and promote tourism.

“Marathon brings people 
together, I, for instance, 
have met tourists who have 

Minister for Natural Resources and Tourism, Hamisi Kigwangalla ( Standing 4th L), poses for a photo with athletes from Tanzania Wildlife 
Authority (TAWA), who took part in Morogoro’s Selous Half Marathon that was held in the region on Sunday. TAWA was as well among the 
race’s sponsors. PHOTO: MICHAEL SIKAPUNDWA

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

SENIOR national football team’s interim head coach 
Etienne Ndayiragije has named a provisional squad 
of players which will face Burundi in the preliminary 
round of the 2022 FIFA World Cup’s Africa Qualifiers.

The first game will be played away at Intwari Stadium 
in Bujumbura on September 4 and the return leg will be 
played four days later at the National Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam.

Coach Ndayirajige has maintained most of the players 
who featured in the Africa Cup of Nations in Egypt and 
CHAN qualifiers’ games against Kenya.

There are few new faces which include keeper Ben 
Kakolanya of Simba SC, defender Iddi Mobby and mid-
fielder Baraka Majogoro, both of Polisi Tanzania, Eliuter 
Mpepo of Zambia’s Buildcon, USA’s Minnesota United 
player Ally Ng’anzi, and Mohamed Issa of Yanga.

Notable players missing in the list include keeper Aishi 
Manula, midfielders Ibrahim Ajibu and Shiza Kichuya.

Clifford Ndimbo, Tanzania Football Federation(TFF)’s 
information officer named Stars’ other players and their 
teams in brackets as keepers Juma Kaseja (KMC FC), 
Metacha Mnata (Yanga), defenders Shomari Kapombe, 
Gadiel Michael, Mohammed Hussein and Erasto Nyoni 
from Simba, Hassan Kessy (Nkana FC, Zambia), Kelvin 
Yondani (Yanga) and Abdi Banda (Highlands, South Af-
rica).

Midfielders in the squad are Jonas Mkude and Hassan 
Dilunga both from Simba, Abdul Aziz Makame (Yanga), 
Himid Mao (ENPPI, Egypt), Abubakar Salum and Frank 
Domayo (Azam FC).

The strikers are Simon Msuva (Al Jadida, Morocco), 
Mbwana Samatta (KRC Genk, Belgium), Abdillahi Yusuf 
(Blackpool, England), Farid Mussa (Tenerife, Spain), Iddi 
Selemani (Azam FC), Kelvin John (national U-17 team), 
Ayoub Lyanga (Coastal Union), Shaaban Chilunda (Azam 
FC) and Boniface Maganga (KMC FC). The federation did 
not issue more details on when the team is set to enter 
camp for the World Cup qualifying tournament.

“Interim head coach Ndayiragije has named 27 play-
ers who will play Burundi away on September 4 and 
at home on September 8 in preliminary round of 2022 
FIFA World Cup,” said part of the information from TFF.    

The Bujumbura encounter will be a third assignment 
for the interim head coach and it will as well be a home 
coming opportunity for him as he made his name as a 
player and coach in Burundi.

During the game, Burundi will, of course, enjoy home-
ground advantage, playing in front of their supporters 
who are expected to throng the stadium.

The last time Taifa Stars confronted against Burundi 
was in an international friendly match which ended 
with Stars notching 2-1 win. Burundi however have re-
cently improved, especially when they are playing at 
home.

But playing at home also comes with pressure on the 
hosts while Taifa Stars will have nothing to lose and if 
anything the senior national team will only need a draw 
and thereafter record a win at home.

The two sides have met 18 times, with Taifa Stars win-
ning 11 games, losing five and record draw in two games.

Meanwhile Burundi national team head coach Allan 
Oliver Niyungeko has named a provisional squad of 29 
players to prepare for the game.

He is reported to have said his charges will beat Taifa 
Stars in both duels. 

Ndayiragije unveils Taifa 
Stars’ provisional squad 
for World Cup qualiiers

a second goal shortly thereafter, 
as he came close to losing 
possession within his penalty 
area.

The hosts thereafter pinned 
the visitors in the latter’s half, as 
they sought to draw level and the 
latter had to put all men behind 
the ball to defend the slim lead.

Nyoni brought Simba to level 
terms on the 86th minute, beating 
UD Songo goalie Leonel Pendula 
from the spot.

Simba had won the spot kick 
a minute back as UD Songo 
defender had fell striker Miraji 
Athuman within the penalty area.

The visitors defended 
studiously for the remaining 
minutes to come out with the 
memorable win.      

Azam FC, Malindi and Yanga 
are Tanzania’s squads which 
have booked a place in the first 
round of the CAF competitions 
after emerging as aggregate 
winners of the preliminary round 
assignments.

Azam FC posted a 4-2 victory 
over Fasil Kenema of Ethiopia 
in the preliminary stage of CAF 
Confederation Cup. 

The Ethiopians edged Azam 
1-0 in the first leg and the latter 
cruised to a 3-1 victory in the 
second leg in Dar es Salaam.

Malindi notched a 1-0 victory 
over Mogadishu FC of Somalia 
to send the latter packing in CAF 
Confederation Cup.

The Zanzibar side managed a 
0-0 draw with the Somalians in 
the first leg and later cruised to 
the 1-0 win in the return leg.

Yanga posted 1-1 draw with 
Botswana champions Township 
Rollers in the first leg of CAF 
Champions League in Dar es 
Salaam and they thereafter, 
against all odds, edged Rollers 1-0 
in the second leg in Gaborone.

way back to Simba’s side, which 
confronted UD Songo yesterday, 
after he had been out of action 
for several weeks because of an 
injury.

Manula soon got into action 
when he punched a dangerous 
long throw by UD Songo fullback 
Infren Matola two minutes after 
kick off.

Simba put the visitors under 
pressure for the first time on 
the seventh minute in which 
left fullback Gadiel Michael 
whipped in a good low cross, 
only to see UD Songo defenders 
easily clear the move.

Midfielder Sharaf Shiboub 
came close to notching the 
opener for Simba on the 11th 
minute in which his left foot 
effort from within UD Songo 
area was cleared by the outfit’s 
defenders.

Winger Louis Misquissone 
gave UD Songo a valuable away 

lead on the 13th minute, curling 
in a free kick that his squad won 
from 20 meters out.

Simba came close to levelling 
matters on the 20th minute 
after Shiboub had attempted to 
head in a cross from the left, the 
attempt went over the crossbar.

Simba kept on pushing for 
an equalizer and went close 
on three occasions, forcing UD 
Songo defenders into spirited 
defending.

Simba’s coaching panel opted 
to rest midfielder Francis Kahata 
that was quiet for the better 
part of the opening stanza and 
brought in Hassan Dilunga.

Simba wasted another 
opportunity on the 43rd minute 
in which a header by the 
side’s player, off a free kick by 
midfielder Clatous Chama from 
a promising position, went over.

The opening stanza ended 
with the visitors boasting of the 

lone goal lead.
The hosts wasted a good 

opportunity two minutes after 
the restart given center back 
Erasto Nyoni could only head off 
target from within the visitors’ 
area, as he attempted to connect 
in a corner kick by winger Deo 
Kanda.

UD Songo won a free kick a 
few minutes later after Michael 
had fouled Misquissone, the 
opportunity was however 
wasted.

The visitors came close to 
making matters worse for the 
hosts on the 64th minute in 
which the hosts’ keeper Manula 
had to make a good save off a 
fierce effort by John Banda.

Chama could only execute a 
weak effort from close range 
on the 67th minute, wasting yet 
another good opportunity for 
the hosts.

Manula almost gifted UD Song 

hiked Uluguru mountain, 
their number will hopefully 
increase next time due to 
its beauty,” he noted.

He disclosed the increase 
in the number of tourists 
will help the government 
get more revenue.

He also congratulated 
athletes that took part in 
the Selous Half Marathon, 
noting he believe they 
had prepared well for the 
showdown.

Kigwangalla moreover 
presented gold medal 
and cash prize to athlete 
Jeremiah Japhet from 
Singida who won the men’s 
category of the 21km event.

Japhet clocked 1:16:12 
to beat the rest of the 
competitors to the top 
spot.

Tunu Andrew won the 
women’s category after 
clocking 2:20:2.

Selous Game Reserve 
Wildlife Officer, John 
Kaaya, said athletes that 
participated in the race 
will be ambassadors for 
the tourist attractions 
available at the reserve.

The area, he disclosed, is 
suitable for ecosystem, and 
is blessed with Miombo 
woodland which have 
spreads to Zambia.

“In order to make the 
attractions sustainable, 

23 game reserves are 
protected, 42 game control 
areas and four ramsa sites 
like Natron in Longido 
District, Southern Zone, 
Malagalasi in Kigoma and 
Kilombero Valley are in 
place,” he added. 

Rupert Jordan, an athlete 
who participated in 15km 
event, noted he made 
his way to Morogoro five 
weeks before the race after 
he had been informed of 
the race.

Rupert, a volunteer 
trainee doctor 
at  Muhimbili National 
Hospital, said he went 
for fitness exercises in an 
effort to battle it out in the 
race and then visit Mikumi 
National Park.

“I and my wife, who also 
participated in the race, 
didn’t think we will one 
day visit Mikumi National 
Park but through Selous 
Marathon, our dream has 
come true,” he disclosed.

“I congratulate the 
race’s sponsors as well as 
the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Tourism.”

The Selous Half 
Marathon had several 
events, the 21km, Trail Run 
that spanned 15km, 10km 
Fun Run, 5km walk and 
2.5km race for kids.


