
 By Guardian Reporter

T
HE Tanzania 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Regulatory Authority 
(TCRA) has shut down 

Clouds Television and Clouds FM 
Radio for seven days beginning 
today for broadcasting a list of 
candidates as unopposed before 
formal confirmation.

TCRA Director General James 

Kilaba told journalists in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday that the two 
stations were also ordered to use 
the remaining hours of yesterday to 
broadcast apologies to the public 
for violating sections 16(1),(2) and 

5 ( j) of broadcasting regulations 
and election broadcasting sub-
regulations of 2015.

This comes a day after the 
National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) said that a section of the 

media had erred by reporting 
that some candidates had 
become members of Parliament 
unopposed, even before the
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Candidates row: TCRA 
shuts TV, radio station

 By Guardian Reporter

THE National Electoral Com-
mission (NEC) has thrown out 
objections raised by Chadema 
presidential candidate Tundu 
Lissu that sought disqualifica-
tion of two other contenders.

On Wednesday evening, 
Lissu and his running mate 
Salum Mwalimu appeared at 
NEC headquarters in Dodoma 
and submitted a dossier de-
tailing why CCM candidate 
Dr John Magufuli and his CUF 
counterpart Prof Ibrahim Li-
pumba should be disqualified.

It took electoral manage-
ment body officials about six 
hours to go through the docu-
ments page by page and word 

 By Guardian Reporter

ELEVEN young Tanzanian entrepreneurs have 
been selected to take part in the 28th edition of 
the Africa-France Summit on Sustainable Cit-
ies scheduled for mid-November in the French 
capital, Paris.

French Ambassador to Tanzania Frédéric Cla-
vier said late on Wednesday that from 30 Tan-
zanian finalists of the “1000 entrepreneurs chal-
lenge” launched last year, 11 top scorers were 
selected.  

The innovators’ costs of transport, visa ar-
rangements and accommodation will be taken 
up by the embassy, with six innovators attending 
a Business Performance Innovation-France (Bpi-
france) meeting on October 1, and five attending 
the Business France event on November 17.

The winners were listed as Edmond Ng’walago 

(Ng’wala Inventions), Reginald Victor Runyoro 
(Tanzania GET Safaris), Edwin Joseph Mwachula 
(Cirlex System Ltd), Ricky Renson (Sourcenets 
Ltd), and Julius Mbungo (Toolboksi Technolo-
gies Ltd).

Others are  Janet Maro (Wostry Sustainable 
Agriculture Tanzania (SAT), Jacqueline Mwaky-
ambiki (Mbeya Highlands Fm Radio), Japhet 
Sekenya (Biofood Tech Co Ltd), Diana Orembe 
(NovFeed (T) Ltd), Mwanaidi Mwilima ( Jollie Re-
usable Pads & Accessories) and Diana Stephen 
Mbogo (Millennium Engineers Enterprises Ltd)

The challenge was part of the Africa-France 
2020, whereby France sought to offer 1000 
young Africans with innovative solutions an op-
portunity to take part in the major event, where 
a reflection on the future of sustainable cities in 
Africa will be developed.

“Now I welcome these successful CEOs and 
managing directors running dynamic and prom-
ising young Tanzanian start-ups and companies. 
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Lissu objections bid on 
JPM, Lipumba collapses

As African countries 
and France are facing 
exponential urbanization, 
they will have the 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences about the 
challenges of climate 
change, the specific needs 
and, of course, the specific 
solutions that are required,

Young innovators 
for Paris in Africa-
France cities gala

LEFT: Alliance for Democratic Change Zanzibar presidential candidate Hamad Rashid Mohamed (R) receives endorsement forms from the ZEC chairman at the commission’s offices yesterday. 
RIGHT: Ada-Tadea’s Zanzibar presidential candidate, Juma Ali Khatib (R), receives endorsement forms from Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) chairman Chief Justice (rtd) Hamid Mahmoud 
Hamid at the commission’s offices yesterday.. Photos: Rahma Suleiman

‘One million tourists likely 
despite Covid-19 outbreak’

There wasn’t a 
sharp decline in the 
country’s tourist 
flows, as Tanzania 
has been receiving an 
average of 1.6 million 
visitors annually...
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Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age who have 
serious underlying medical conditions may be 
at higher risk for more serious complications 
from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3

SHARE FACTS ABOUT COVID-19

cdc.gov/COVID-19

for word. Minutes before 
midnight, NEC delivered a 
verdict that reasons raised 
by the politician did not 
meet the legal threshold.

The Director of Elections, 
Dr Wilson Mahera said that 
in his objection to Dr Magu-
fuli’s nomination as candi-
date, Lissu argued that the 
incumbent Head of State 
did not attach photos to his 
forms as required and that 
the documents were not 
submitted the NEC’s offices 
as per prescribed regula-
tions.

As for Prof Lipumba, Lis-
su submitted that the CUF 

By Correspondent Marc 

Nkwame,  Arusha

THE Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Tourism 
projects that Tanzania will 
receive one million tourists 
by the end of this year despite 
disruptions brought about by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Permanent Secretary Dr 
Aloyce Nzuki said the number 

EJAT GALA NIGHT SLATED FOR TANGA ON 
SEPT 28 Page3

KENYA MEMBERS BOYCOTT EALA BUDGET SES-
SION  Page 4

UNREGISTERED VALUERS IN HOT WATER  Page 6

AWARDS INTEGRATION  ACCREDITATION
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After going 
through 
objections raised 
and responses 
submitted by the 
two candidates, 
we came to the 
conclusion that 
the candidates 
did not violate any 
elections law or 
regulation,

will be achieved thanks 
to Tanzania’s decision to 
open its skies and tourist 
attractions earlier than 
other countries.

In the past two years, 
Tanzania received 1.5 million 
tourists annually, generating 
over two billion dollars 
each year but officials had 
targeted to hit two million

GBV CASES SURGE IN ZANZIBAR IN JULY     
Page 7

VIOLENCE
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The French Ambassador to Tanzania, Frédéric Clavier (C), poses for a group photo with 11 young Tanzanian entrepreneurs set to take part in the 28th edition of the Africa-France Summit on 
Sustainable Cities to be held in Paris this November. This was shortly after a after a reception held for the youths in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday. Photo: Selemani Mpochi 

Young innovators for Paris 
in Africa-France cities gala

National League for Democracy’s Zanzibar Presidential candidate, Mfaume Khamis Hassan (R), receives endorsement forms from Zanzibar Electoral Commission chairman Chief Justice (rtd) Hamid Mahmoud 
Hamid at the commission’s offices yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Rahma Suleiman

From PAGE 1

It represents the most dy-
namic and talented in Tanzania. 
They took the risk of starting 
their business. They deserve to 
be supported and encouraged. 
France, tonight, recognizes their 
talents, and being invited to Par-
is will be able to create links with 
French start-ups. I wish them a 
bright future and good partner-
ships with French companies,” 
he said.

“As African countries and 
France are facing exponential 
urbanization, they will have the 
opportunity to exchange experi-
ences about the challenges of cli-
mate change, the specific needs 
and, of course, the specific solu-
tions that are required,” he told 
the gathering.

The idea of the summit was 
announced three years ago by 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron when visiting Ouaga-
dougou, capital of Burkina Faso 
in order to bring together Af-
rican and French companies, 
big groups and young start-ups, 
public authorities and civil soci-
ety.

The envoy, however, pointed 
out the recent achievement Tan-
zania is benefited from, by re-
classification as a lower middle-
income country.

“Such a success before the end 
of this year and way before 2025 
is a great deal but, of course, the 
status is no guarantee as there 
can be a fallback. Despite an 
overall relatively steady growth 
over the past decade, one can-
not underestimate the impact of 
the ongoing world health crisis 
due to COVID 19 on our econo-
mies.”

“So, this achievement is just 
the beginning of a challenging 
period, that is to say that the 
economy of the country must be 
resilient to external shocks and 
structural reforms must be im-
plemented urgently,” Ambassa-

dor Clavier intoned, underlining 
that France will play its part to 
encourage Tanzania and make it 
succeed.

“As the public sector is draw-
ing mid-term growth thanks to 
the major projects of infrastruc-
ture, for instance, the private 
sector must get some air and 
space to participate as it can to 
boost national economic growth 
and to propose innovating and 
sustainable solutions.”

For the benefit of the country, 
the key sectors in public and 
private entities, must cooperate 
and co-manage the main targets 
listed in the strategic plan “Tan-
zania 2025,” he pointed out.

On development goals, Cla-
vier said that efforts were being 
deployed by the French Devel-
opment Agency-AFD to support 
major projects in Tanzania.

Via loans and grants, the agen-
cy has committed 760m euros 
over the past 10 years in Tanza-
nia and has recently increased 
the financing of projects to more 
than 150m euros per year to sup-
port the government in three 
priority sectors—water and sani-
tation plus energy, transport.

The year 2019 was a record re-
garding AFD involvement, with 
172m euros of approved projects 
by the board in Paris, he said.

He stated that from now on, 
AFD will diversify its sectors of 
activity and will also target agri-
culture and environment, target-
ing the preservation of natural 
resources and biodiversity.

Thus, for water, France is sup-
porting the achievement of the 
17th Sustainable Development 
Goal to ensure availability and 
sustainable management of wa-
ter and sanitation for all by 2030.

For electricity, France is sup-
porting the 17th Sustainable De-
velopment Goal to ensure access 
to affordable, reliable sustain-
able and modern energy for all 
by 2030.

Candidates row: TCRA shuts TV, radio station
prescribed objections 

submission period had elapsed.
“If Clouds FM does not com-

ply with this directive, we will be 
forced to take serious legal ac-
tions against it,”  the communica-
tions regulator intoned.

TCRA said Clouds entertain-
ment FM radio and Clouds Televi-
sion in their morning programmes 
namely ‘power breakfast’ and 
‘Clouds 360’ declared and named 
members of Parliament who 
sailed through unopposed in the 
recent nomination processes, 
without confirming with NEC.

He said the information flouted 
broadcasting rules and the code 
of ethics in election broadcasting 
of 2015 as it was not balanced.

He said the presenter was heard 

announcing numbers and names 
of MPs who went unopposed, 
without the knowledge of the 
electoral body.

TCRA warned broadcasters 
who have been licensed by TCRA 
to ensure they abide by the rules 
and guidelines as required, as the 
regulator will not hesitate to take 
serious legal action against any-
one who flouts the regulations.

“Broadcasters should bear in 
mind that airing such information 
can cause violence and disturb 
the peace in the country especial-
ly during this period,” he said.

TCRA has noticed that most 
broadcasters deliberately ignore 
or do not read the regulations.

“It is sad that already the regu-
lations are being violated, which 
is a sign that our broadcasters do 
not care about the rules or they 

deliberately choose not to bother 
about them,” Kilaba asserted.

This is the second time that 
Clouds Media Group has crossed 
TCRA redlines, as on  July 1 the 
TCRA media content committee 
fined  Clouds FM  5m/- for airing 
a programme that was likely to 
sensitize the youth to engage in 
sexual activities through its Jahazi 
programme.

And mid this month, TCRA 
banned the programme and di-
rected the media group not to in-
troduce a show with similar con-
tent in the drive-home hour.

It also banned an online 
television channel for one 
month and ordered eight others 
to pay a total 43m/- in fines for 
violating the Electronic and Postal 
Communication Regulations.

From PAGE 1

candidate flouted stipulated regulations with regard to 
returning the presidential nomination forms.

Dr Mahera said he notified the two candidates about the 
objections raised by Lissu and asked them to submit their 
response.

“After going through objections raised and responses 
submitted by the two candidates, we came to the conclu-
sion that the candidates did not violate any elections law 
or regulation,” he said.

  “President Magufuli returned the forms with his pho-
tos attached as required,” he asserted.

Now that the only two objections raised have been re-
jected, it is now official that President Magufuli is squar-
ing it out with among others, Lissu of the main opposition 
Chadema and former cabinet minister Bernard Membe of 
ACT-Wazalendo.

Given their experience as seasoned politicians and con-
siderable following their parties enjoy, the two candidates 
are likely to give the incumbent a run for his money in the 
general election slated for October 28.

While the incumbent will likely take voters through his 
achievements during the past five years and ask for more 
time to finish his projects, the opposition candidates are 
expected to design their campaign messages to punch 
holes in Dr Magufuli’s performance.

Other seasoned politicians on the ballot paper forl the 
presidency are CUF’s Prof Ibrahim Lipumba, John Shibu-
da (Ada-Tadea) and Chaumma’s Hashim Rungwe Spunda 
who made headlines recently after promising to provide 
food on the table for Tanzanians, “starting with supply of 
huge plates of rice and chicken in his campaign rallies.”

Campaigns kicked off on Wednesday and will run up to 
October 27, one day before polling day when Tanzanians 
will elect the Union president, the president of Zanzibar, 
members of Parliament and members of  the Zanzibar 
House of Representatives as well as ward councilors.

Lissu objections bid on 
JPM, Lipumba collapses
From PAGE 1

arrivals before Covid-19 
brought everything to a 
standstill.  

He said the Covid-19 
infections started to bite 
worldwide in February, but 
until the global lockdown 
was initiated in March, 
Tanzania had already 
received more than 900,000 
foreign visitors before the 
tourism season took a dive 
at the beginning of April.

 “There wasn’t a sharp 
decline in the country’s 
tourist flows, as Tanzania has 

One million tourists likely despite Covid-19 outbreak
From PAGE 1 been receiving an average of 

1.6 million visitors annually 
and so far we have gone past 
the one million mark, at the 
time that tourism is picking 
up again,” he declared, at a 
meeting to hatch strategies 
for the industry’s recovery 
plan.

With four months to go 
before the end of the year 
and with international 
airlines resuming their 
Tanzanian routes, tourism is 
picking up and by December, 
the total tourists flow will 
be almost the same as with 
other years, he further 

noted.
Philip Chitaunga, the 

acting Director of Tourism, 
said the only issue here is 
the fact that Tanzania was 
targeting to record over 
two million tourists this 
year, a figure which may 
not be reached due to the 
pandemic, but otherwise 
the situation will be stable.

 Tanzania is meanwhile 
focusing on alternative 
emerging tourist markets 
such as the Middle East, 
precisely Israel as well as 
the African regional market, 
while also turning to boost 

domestic visitors through 
special packages.

The country is targeting 
African countries with 
a higher gross domestic 
product (GDP) such as 
Kenya, Egypt, Morocco and 
South-Africa.

“Our diplomatic 
engagements are meant 
to assure visitors that the 
country and its people are 
safe, and that is why the 
Ministry of Health, with 
which we work closely, 
has increased four other 
Covid-19 testing laboratories 
dedicated to tourism and 

transport sectors,” the 
minister noted.

As the new tourism season 
kicks in, Tanzania is already 
making arrangements to 
revive its travel industry. 
The tourism directorate is 
focusing on Christmas and 
New Year holidays season 
as they create a temporary 
boom in tourism, especially 
for visitors from within the 
EAC member states.

Last year (2019), Tanza-
nia received slightly over 
1.5m tourists and generated 
around 2.6bn dollars, ac-
counting for over 25 percent 

of total export earnings. The 
sector regularly employs 
nearly 1.6m people.

Following the Covid-19 
outbreak, the Ministry 
of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children in 
collaboration with the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) developed Standard 
Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) to curb the spread 
of the virus especially 
from visitors and citizens 
reentering the country from 
abroad by plane or by ship.

By Special Correspondent, 
Nairobi

ONE in three schoolchil-
dren across the world have 
been unable to access re-
mote learning during coro-
navirus school closures, 
the UN children’s agency 
said on Thursday, warn-
ing of a “global education 
emergency”.

Nearly 1.5 billion children 
were affected by school 
closures as countries 
locked down to prevent the 
disease from spreading, 
UNICEF said in a report. 
Yet at least one in three stu-
dents have had no way of 
continuing their education 
at home.

“For at least 463 million 
children whose schools 
closed due to COVID-19, 
there was no such a thing 
as remote learning,” said 
UNICEF’s Executive Di-
rector Henrietta Fore in a 
statement.

“The sheer number of 
children whose education 
was completely disrupted 
for months on end is a glob-
al education emergency. 
The repercussions could be 
felt in economies and soci-
eties for decades to come.”

The report examined 
100 countries, looking at 
children’s ability to access 
remote learning through 
television and radio broad-
casts or online classes and 
the availability of the cor-
rect educational materials 
on these platforms.

It found students in Afri-
ca were the most impacted, 
with almost half unable to 
access remote education, 
compared to 38% in South 
Asia and 34% in eastern Eu-
rope and Central Asia.

Latin America and the 
Caribbean had the low-
est number of children af-
fected, with 9% of students 
unable to access learning at 
home, said the report.

‘Education emergency’ as 
third of world’s children 
lacking remote learning
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By Guardian Reporter

THE annual Excellence in 
Journalism Awards Tanzania 
gala night will for the first time 
be held outside Dar es Salaam, 
Media Council of Tanzania ex-
ecutive secretary and organis-
ing committee chairman Kajubi 

Mukajanga revealed yesterday.
He said the event, which will 

as usual include the presenta-
tion of awards to journalists for 
outstanding performance, will 
be held in Tanga city on Sep-
tember 28.

This is the eleventh edition, 
the competition having been in-

troduced in 2009.
Mukajanga said in a state-

ment issued yesterday that a 
total of 450 entries have been 
received for this latest competi-
tion. It is in 21 categories, three 
being new additions: Innova-
tions for Human Development; 
Menstrual Health and Hygiene 

Management; and Adverse Ef-
fect of Chemicals to Health and 
Environment.

Other categories are Business 
and Finance Reporting, Culture 
and Sports, Agriculture and Ag-
ri-business, Education, Tourism 
and Conservation, Investiga-
tive Reporting, Data Journalism 

Reporting, Human Rights and 
Good Governance, Best Photo 
Journalist, Best Cameraman, 
Best Editorial Cartoonist, Gen-
der Reporting, Oil, Gas and Min-
ing Governance, Road Safety 
Reporting, Open Category, Chil-
dren Reporting, Sexual and Re-
production Health and Elderly 

Reporting.
The deadline for submitting 

entries for the awards in the 
various categories was January 
31, 2020. 

The EJAT organising partners 
are the Media Council of Tan-
zania,  Tanzania Media Founda-
tion, Media Institute of South-

ern Africa – Tanzania Chapter 
(MISA-Tan), Tanzania Media 
Women Association (Tamwa), 
Tanzania Editors Forum, HakiE-
limu, AMREF, Sikika, Agricul-
ture Non-State Actors Forum 
(ANSAF), Media Owners Asso-
ciation of Tanzania (MOAT), and 
Union of Tanzania Press Clubs.

EJAT gala night slated for Tanga on Sept 28

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THREE Zanzibar presidential 
nominees yesterday picked up 
nomination forms from the Zan-
zibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) 
through their political parties mak-
ing five aspirants so far to have col-
lected the forms with more expect-
ing to do so today.

Those who picked up nomina-
tion forms yesterday included Juma 
Ali Khatib from ADA TADEA who 
arrived at ZEC offices at around 
10,00am, Mfaume Khamis of NLD at 
11.00am and ADC’s Hamad Rashid 
Mohamed who picked his nomina-
tion forms at 12,00 noon.

Speaking to reporters after col-
lecting nomination forms ADA 
TADEA’s Khatib said in case he gets 
elected he will supervise all big 
projects initiated by the outgoing 
President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein, 
including the construction of the 
port, Pemba’s airport and residents’ 
quarters.

He also said he would form a gov-
ernment of national unity accord-
ing to the existing constitution by 
incorporating all political parties 
which participated in the elec-
tions.

He said his party slogan is “Equal-
ity to the Community” whereby all 

citizens will receive basic services 
including education and health.

On his part, Mfaume Khamis 
Hassan, the NLD aspirant said in 
case he will be elected among his 
priorities will be to mobilise the 
youth in development activities 
and providing them with employ-
ment.

He said he will ensure peace and 
tranquility prevail because there 
was no alternative to peace.

ADC’s candidate, Hamad Rashid 
Mohamed said he will make sure 
he stands by justice to enable the 
citizens enjoy various opportuni-
ties including economic opportu-
nities.

He said as for now the country 
was on the middle economy status 
hence ADC will change the vision 
to enable them get the opportuni-
ties they prefer. 

He said he will ensure free edu-
cation from elementary to univer-
sity, and that he will ensure he pays 
salaries to madras teachers just as 
it is for the ordinary teachers.

After handing over the forms, 
ZEC Chairman Retired Zanzibar 
Hugh Court Judge Hamid Maham-
oud, called upon the aspirants to 
respect regulations on 2020 elec-
tion ethics by spurning corruptive 
practices. 

Three more Zanzibar 
presidential aspirants 
collect forms from ZEC

Jackson Lwerengera (C), acting Tanzania National Roads Agency (Tanroads) manager for Kagera Region, briefs Works, Transport and Communications ministry 
permanent secretary Elius Mwakalinga (R) yesterday. The latter was on an inspection tour of the Rusumo-Lusahunga road construction project. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE East African Legislative Assem-
bly (EALA) session has been called off 
following a boycott by members from 
Kenya.

Kenya EALA members are claimed to 
have boycotted the session for reasons 
which the Assembly Speaker did not 
fully disclose.

Speaking soon after the abortive ses-
sion that was to take place online, As-
sembly Speaker Martin Ngoga said he 
was forced to postpone the meeting in 
accordance with EALA regulations until 
further notice.

Ngoga said as for now he was still fol-
lowing up on the essence of the Kenya’s 
boycott, and added the session was 
important especially at this time when 
the East African Community was being 
faced with many challenges including 
lack of operation funds due to delay of 
contributions from member states.

The EAC Secretary General who deals 
with infrastructures, Steven Mlote said 
what he knows was that the boycott by 
Kenya Members was the outcome of 
the simmering go-slow between EALA 
Members and the EAC Secretariat. 

He also said the go-slow was spurred 

by the demand from EALA Members to 
be paid millions of money that was out 
of the EAC normal legal procedures.

Mlote said among other things, the 
members were pushing for payment 
of USD 560 as sitting, and travel allow-
ances, the demand he said, could not be 
met because many sittings were being 
conducted online.

“The legitimate allowance which they 
have already been paid, is USD 160, but 
they push for extra USD 400 for travel-
ling that had not taken place.

“Basically acquiescing to members’ 
demands is problematic because so far 
they want to be paid more than USD two 
million, the money that is not only una-
vailable, but also not in accordance with 
EAC financial regulations,” he said. 

When called to speak on the issue, 
Makame Abdullah, an EALA Member 
from Tanzania denied claims that mem-
bers’ boycott was due to their pressure 
to be paid arrears of allowances.

He said instead the problem was a 
long time one and has affected many 
EAC employees.

In regard to contributions from Mem-
ber States, EAC Deputy SG Mlote said 
Burundi and South Sudan are the only 
ones yet to pay up.

Kenya members 
boycott EALA’s 
Budget session

UNHCR donates 10 vehicles to support Police Force
By Getrude Mbago

THE United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
has donated ten vehicles worth 
474m/- to support the Police 
Force in the execution of its du-
ties in the Kigoma Region.

Speaking during the hand over 
event in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
UNHCR Country Representative 
Anthono Canhandula said the 
occasion marks the fulfillment of 
the promise of the High Commis-
sioner of the UN Refugee Agency 
Filippo Grandi, which he made to 
President John Magufuli during 
his mission to Tanzania in Febru-
ary 2019.

He said that the organisation 
recognises the importance of the 

work of the police in and around 
the refugee camps in keeping the 
civilian and humanitarian char-
acter of those camps something 
which enables refugees and host 
communities to stay safe and 
peaceful.

“The organisation acknowledg-
es that it is the responsibility of 
governments to maintain law and 
order and to provide security to 
every person within its territory; 
thus, UNHCR is supporting the 
government in maintaining secu-
rity and stability in refugee-host-
ing areas. UNHCR appreciates 
the support received from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs through 
the Inspector General of Police, 
who provides over 200 Police Of-
ficers to maintain security in the 

refugee-hosting areas in Kigoma,” 
he said.

According to him, for over 22 
years, UNHCR has been support-
ing the police with vehicles and 
maintenance, accommodation, 
office supplies, subsistence allow-
ances, as well as training on hu-
manitarian principles and ethics.

 He said that the organisation 
believes that the Inspector Gener-
al of Police (IGP) and the deployed 
police officers have contributed 
hugely in strengthening social 
stability and peaceful coexistence 
between refugees and host com-
munities in Kigoma. Peace, secu-
rity and stability in any society 
enables every individual to enjoy 
their rights and prevent displace-
ments. 

“UNHCR wishes to seize this op-
portunity to send the gratitude of 
refugees and of the High Commis-
sioner that I represent, to Presi-
dent Magufuli, and through him, 
to his entire government and to 
the people of Tanzania for their 
continuous support to refugees 
and asylum-seekers in Tanzania. 
UNHCR commits to continue 
working with the government in 
ensuring the protection of people 
fleeing conflict into Tanzania, and 
to seek durable solutions to their 
situations,” he added.

Canhandula further said that 
the number of refugees has been 
rising every year around the 
world as people are forced to flee 
their homes for safety. UNHCR 
estimates that by June 2020 the 

number of people fleeing war, 
persecution and conflict exceed-
ed 79.5 million persons in 2019.  
The number includes people 
who have crossed international 
borders and those internally dis-
placed within their own coun-
tries,” he noted.

He noted that nearly three in 
every four people forced to flee 
their homes have been refugees 
for 20 years or more. This is the 
situation of some 57,000 refugees 
from Democratic Republic of 
Congo who have been refugees 
in Tanzania for over two decades. 
Currently, the country hosts more 
than 280,000 refugees from Bu-
rundi and DR Congo.

“On behalf of the refugees, UN-
HCR appreciates Tanzania for 

its generosity in granting asylum 
and protection to hundreds of 
thousands of refugees over many 
years.  We are grateful to the com-
munities of Kigoma, Kagera, Kata-
vi and Tabora Regions who have 
at one time or another opened 
their doors to people fleeing con-
flict and persecution,” Canhan-
dula said.

In his remarks, IGP Simon Sirro 
commended UNHCR for its sup-
port saying that the vehicles will 
be used to strengthen safety and 
security initiatives in Kigoma and 
other regions that are hosting 
refugees.

“We have received ten vehicles 
which include three Toyota Land 
cruisers Station Wagon and seven 
Toyota Land cruiser Pick Ups. 

This is a very huge support to us 
and we appreciate UNHCR for 
this,” he said.

IGP Sirro further urged refu-
gees living in the country to en-
sure that they stay and adhered to 
the country’s laws so as to avoid 
unnecessary challenges.

He also said that the govern-
ment of Tanzania will continue 
to keep its door open to genuine 
and credible asylum seekers and 
refugees in need of international 
protection and asylum where 
he commended UNHCR and the 
international community for its 
continued support.

“We love refugees and we will 
continue living with them peace-
fully, but they have also to ensure 
that they follow our rules.

Salie Mlay (R), NMB Bank Plc’s acting Chief - Retail Banking, reads a milestone message to Malinyi district commissioner Mathayo Masele shortly after launching a 
branch of the bank there on Wednesday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Kilolo

TANZANIA Private Sector Foundation 
(TPSF) chairperson Angelina Ngalula yes-
terday appealed to Tanzanian youth to rise 
to opportunities presented by the horticul-
tural sub-sector of the economy in order 
to transform their lives and create jobs for 
idle hands.

Ngalula made the appeal when he vis-
ited the horticultural farms of smallholder 
farmers in Mazombe village, Kilolo District, 
Iringa Region, and praised the young small 
farmers for employing themselves by grow-
ing fruits, roots and vegetables.  

“The horticultural industry has many 
opportunities that will create direct jobs 

for young people, especially women.  The 
foreign market for our fruits and veg-
etables is huge, especially in Europe.  All 
that is needed is to produce a lot of crops 
and send big regular shipments to those 
markets and earn foreign currency,” she 
explained, urging young people to value 
horticultural production and transform 
their lives.

The biggest challenge, she said, was to 
transform the mindset of our farmers so 
that they shifted from traditional to mar-
ket-oriented farming. “Young people must 
go farming.  They will employ themselves 
and get disposable income,” she argued.

Thrilled by what she saw at Mazombe, 
the chairman promised to send experts 

from the Tanzania Horticultural Asso-
ciation (TAHA) so that the enterprising 
young farmers could observe husbandry 
and harvest quality crops for export mar-
kets.   TAHA has presence in Iringa Region 
and also in Mwanza, Arusha, Manyara, 
Dodoma, Tanga, Kilimanjaro, Morogoro, 
Njombe, Coast, Dar es Salaam, Mtwara, 
Lindi Regions and in Zanzibar Regions.

TPSF, she said, would continue with 
positive dialogue with the government to 
ensure policy and regulatory frameworks 
supported by the horticultural industry.

She appealed to young women to form 
productive groups to be eligible for loans 
and other services.

The chairman of Mazombe Horticul-

tural Farmers Group, Hassan Ally, said the 
group needed TPSF help to get loans to in-
crease production. 

“We know the market is there and we 
have land.  But we lack capital to produce 
in a big way. We shall be grateful if the 
TPSF shall link us to financial institutions 
and get the loans we need,” he told the 
chairman.

One of the young farmers, Alex Msum-
ile, supported Ngulala argument saying 
farming created paying jobs for deter-
mined youths but also said they were lack-
ing markets for their products. “We do not 
have good prices and markets for all our 
crops. But farming is a paying occupation,” 
he said.

Go for horticultural farming to transform  your lives, TPSF counsels youths

By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

THE Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Gerald Kusasya has registered his displeas-
ure by the step taken by Isacha Feeders Inter-trade, 
the Moshi based liquid fertiliser factory for produc-
ing fertilisers whose quality has not been verified by 
farmers.

During his inspection visits at fertiliser factories in 
the country, the PS witnessed the “Booster II” ferti-
liser in the factory’s warehouse and discovered that 
it has not been registered by the country’s quality 
standards authorities including Tanzania Bureau of 
Standards (TBS).

“I am not at all pleased by the activities of this fac-
tory after seeing the unregistered fertiliser it produc-
es and without barcodes, the situation that threatens 
farmers’ crops.

Reports show that the factory started production in 
2016 making fertilisers that are sold in various outlets 
without obtaining registration from TBS.

In the circumstances, Kusaya summoned to his of-
fice in Dodoma the proprietors of the factory on Sep-
tember 3 this year to explain why the government 
should not take steps against the factory including its 
closure.

 “You are producing fertiliser and sell it to my farm-
ers, what if the crops get destroyed from this unveri-
fied fertiliser, who will compensate the farmers?” he 
asked, and ordered them, among others, to submit 
production reports stating the quantity of the ferti-
liser it produced since its established and where they 
sold it.

He further said they should also submit their BRELA 
and TBS certificates.

He also told them to explain why the factory does 
not have an identification sign board and why its ex-
istence and whereabouts was not known by Kiliman-
jaro regional authorities.

Fourthly he ordered them to submit their tax re-
turns since the factory’s establishment in 2016.

The factory’s supervisor Rajab Issa Juma said the 
factory was producing 17,000 litres of liquid Booster 
II foliar fertiliser for use in all crops per year and that 
one litre sells at 2,000/. 

PS irritated by firm producing,
selling fertilisers not approved

Higher Education Students’ Loans Board executive director Abdul-Razaq Badru (R) has an audience at the board’s offices in Dar es Salaam yesterday with National Health Insurance 
Fund marketing and customer services manager Hipolite Lello (L) and customer services director Christopher Mapunda. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

LIVESTOCK and Fisheries minis-
ter, Luhaga Mpina has made a pas-
sionate appeal to local banks to 
lend local industries and smallhold-
ers in strategic economic sectors, 
saying if the two were supported 
fully Tanzania would take-off well 
as an industrial country.

He made the appeal during a re-
cent visit to Meat King Distributors 
Company and praised the Tanzania 
Agricultural Development Bank 
(TADB) for giving the company a 
450m/- soft loan. The loan, he said, 
enabled the company to buy live-
stock and fishery products from 
smallholders in Arusha and neigh-
bouring regions.

The minister was accompanied 
by TADB Acting Loans Director,  Jer-
emiah Mhanda on his tour of the 
factory.

 “The presence of this factory has 

great economic significance to our 
nation because it adds value to agri-
cultural, livestock and fisheries prod-
ucts making many Tanzanians earn 
a living with ease. I am appealing to 
our banks to follow the example of 
the TADB and give smallholders and 
local industries soft loans that will 
enable them to grow,” he appealed.

He said local industries depended 
hugely on smallholders for raw ma-
terials and because of that inter-de-
pendence, he argued, it was only logi-
cal for the banks to support the two 
parties to enable Tanzania to build a 
strong industrial base.

Mpina said his ministry would use 
its own experts and stakeholders to 
transform the livestock sector so that 
herders would sell to local industries 
quality products and earn more from 
their labour.

Mhada said the loan the TADB 
gave to the company had benefited 
854 smallholder farmers because 

Mpina crusades for local industries, 
smallholders to be given bank loans

Benson Kigaila, Deputy Secretary General of the opposition Chadema, addresses journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday 
mainly on what he said was unfair treatment of the party’s ‘candidates’ for the October General Election by some returning 
officers. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

the factory guaranteed them a per-
manent ready market for their pro-
duce.

“TADB is determined to partici-
pate in effecting production re-
forms in the livestock, fisheries 
and agricultural sectors that seek 
to raise production especially now 
when the government is pushing 
for establishment of a very strong 
industrial base,” he said adding that 
TADB was supporting the company 
because it guaranteed smallholders 
in Arusha and neighbouring regions 
a ready and permanent market for 
their produce.

There was evidence, he said, the 
bank’s loan to the factory would 
further create direct jobs for more 
Tanzanian youths and guarantee 
smallholders a good market for 
their produce.

Meat King Distributors sells to ur-
ban centres, especially cities, 100 
different agricultural, meat and 
fisheries products.

By Guardian Correspondent, Babati

PEOPLE with disabilities (PWDs) in Manyara Region have appealed to the 
National Electoral Commission (NEC) to provide them with voter educa-
tion for the coming General Elections including allocating special polling 
areas friendly for them.

The appeal was given here mid this week by the PWDs Secretary for Man-
yara region Moshi Dandi when speaking to this paper.

Dandi said they would like to be educated early due to their disabilities 
so as to have time to coach each other before they exercise their voting 
right. “There are several categories of people with disabilities, some of us 
need to be coached on the use of braille,” he said.

He also appealed to the government through NEC to put up a friendly 
environment to enable them cast their votes without difficulties. 

Dandi said they need special areas as some of them can only crawl, and 
some blind and many voting centres have steps to mount, hence NEC 
should put that into consideration.

This paper also wanted to know how the PWDs are grabbing opportuni-
ties for elective seats to which Dandi said two of their kind contested for 
parliamentary seats and three for councilorship.

PWDs in Manyara Region 
plead for voter education
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

ARDHI University Vice Chancellor 
Prof Evaristo Liwa has tasked the Valu-
ers Registration Board (VRB) to take 
stern measures against unregistered 
valuers to promote best practices in the 
country.

Prof Liwa was speaking in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday during the 1st VRB An-
nual General Meeting that was held in 
Dar es Salaam that the valuers must 
work according to laws, regulation and 
professionalism.

Themed “Valuation Methods and 
Ethical disputes in Valuation Practices”, 
the meeting brought on public and pri-
vate companies’ valuers from across the 
country.

He said the move will help to reduce 
corruption, frauds and all that distort 
bad image to the profession and adding 
that it also causes loss of revenues.

“It is a time for all valuers to be reg-
istered by the board and the board to 
take its role of regulating them to pro-
mote professionalism as it is for other 
boards,” he suggested.

The don also urged the board to come 
up with valuation standards that can 
enable the majority to enjoy the servic-
es offered by the valuers in the country 
noting that currently, there were vari-
ances in the cost.

According to him, there have been 
a number of adverts in public gather-
ing persuading people to hire them as 
valuers that sometimes might even be 

unregistered private firms.
For his part the VRB chairman Cletus 

Njovu said that since it was established 
two year ago, the board had recorded a 
number of successes including register-
ing 761 valuers adding that it was still 
registering more.

He said the board was also finalising 
the guidelines to come up with a best 
practice document to control discipline 
and all those working unprofessionally.

Furthermore the board was also fi-
nalising regulation that can govern the 
examination of the valuers and stand-
ard fees that can be used by all valuers 
across the country to avoid cost vari-
ances.

“It is our hope that when it is over, we 
can have one board that supervises the 
papers of valuers on one hand while 
on the other hand we can have similar 
valuation charges across the country,” 
he said.

Njovu warned all those working un-
registered to ensure that they are reg-
istered adding that the board will take 
stern measures including to take the ac-
cused before the court.

The chief government valuer Evelyn 
Mgasha called on the valuers in the 
country to perform their duties pro-
fessionally and observe ethics to avoid 
quarrels and unnecessary nuisances to 
the customers.

She said valuers all the time were sup-
posed to work according to profession-
alism and observe ethics all the time to 
offer standards jobs.

Take stern measures against 
unregistered valuers, Ardhi 
University VC advises VRB 

Go for medical checkup to curb cervical cancer, specialist urges women and girls 
By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 
Dodoma

THE rise in the  number of cer-
vical cancer cases in the country 
has been fuelled with delays in 
diagnosing the disease, a senior 
oncologist has said.

Dr Mary Ngowi, an oncologist 
from the Dodoma-based Ben-
jamin Mkapa Hospital (BMH) 
revealed this yesterday when 

speaking with the reporter here. 
She said that many women and 

girls go to hospital when things 
are out of hands, noting: “Most 
people seem to be unaware of the 
disease despite the fact that cervi-
cal cancer is treatable.”

The medical specialist called 
on the public to come out and 
do regular medical checkup to 
address the disease, which affect 
women aged between 15 and 44 

years.
She also cited early sexual 

initiation and excessive uses of 
tobacco as among major factors 
fueling the increase of cervical 
cancer cases among women and 
girls in Tanzania.

Commenting on what BMH is 
doing to address the challenge, Dr 
Ngowi said: “Through our Oncol-
ogy Department, we provide free 
cervical cancer screening servic-

es among women and girls, but 
unfortunately responses among 
the targeted groups is very dis-
couraging and this is caused by 
low level of awareness.” 

She suggested the need for 
more awareness campaign to ed-
ucate and sensitize women and 
girls on the disease.

Cervical Cancer happens when 
cells change in a woman’s cervix, 
which connects her uterus with 

her vagina. This cancer can affect 
the deeper tissues of her cervix 
and may spread to other parts 
of her body (metastasize), often 
the lungs, liver, bladder, vagina as 
well as rectum. Most cases of cer-
vical cancer are caused by infec-
tion with human papillomavirus 
(HPV), which is preventable with 
a vaccine.

Reports show that Tanzania 
has a population of 14.88 million 

women aged 15 years and older 
who are at risk of developing cer-
vical cancer. Current estimates 
indicate that every year 9772 
women are diagnosed with cervi-
cal cancer and 6695 die from the 
disease.

The disease is the fourth most 
common cancer in women glob-
ally, with over 500,000 new cases 
and an estimated 250,000 deaths 
each year. The burden of cervical 

cancer is disproportionately high 
in developing countries, which 
account for 85 percent of cases 
worldwide and nearly 90 percent 
of cervical cancer deaths.

About 3.3 percent of women 
in the general population are es-
timated to harbor cervical HPV-
16/18 infection at a given time, and 
68.0 percent of invasive cervical 
cancers are attributed to HPVs 16 
or 18.

Completion of work on Dar es Salaam’s Ubungo interchange well in sight, with contractors putting what they call finishing touches to the ultramodern facility – as 
found yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Guardian Correspondent, Chunya

TOBACCO farmers in Chunya District, 
Mbeya Region have linked reduced crop’s 
production costs to improvement of road in-
frastructures in the district due to reduction 
of transport costs for agricultural inputs. 

Speaking to The Guardian at different 
times, tobacco farmers from Mtande and 

Matwiga areas said earlier when the roads 
were in bad condition there were delays in 
getting the inputs and when they arrived they 
had to buy at higher prices.

Josephat Hamza, a tobacco farmer and 
member of Mtande Tobacco Farmers Coop-
erative Society said the Mbeya-Makongolosi 
road has now been improved.

He said in the past they used to get the fer-

tiliser in Mbeya but now the same is sent to 
them through their cooperative societies and 
at lower cost.

“We used to buy a bag of fertiliser at 
80,000/- but now the price is only 48,000/- as 
we buy it in wholesale prices,” Hamza said, 
and thanked Chunya Tobacco Cooperative 
Union (CHUTC) for sponsoring them with 
loans for purchasing fertiliser and other farm-

ing inputs. Hamis Juma, a resident farmer in 
Lualaje Ward said this year they did not bene-
fit much from the crop due to too much rains, 
making the fertiliser ineffective, adding that 
even on sunny days, the sunshine was not suf-
ficient to dry the crop. 

He appealed to the government for assis-
tance in finding new buyers for their tobacco 
crop.

Improved roads have eased tobacco production costs - farmers 

By Correspondent James Kandoya

TANZANIA Revenue Author-
ity (TRA) has vowed to develop 
and come up with a more 
transparent and a realistic tax 
system that is not a burden to 
customers.

TRA Commissioner General 
Dr Edwin Mhede said this on 
Wednesday in Dar es Salaam 
at the familiarisation meeting 
with large taxpayers to discuss 
recent tax reforms started Feb-
ruary this year.

 “As TRA we need to change our attitude. It is the intention of 
TRA to develop tax systems that doesn’t burden our custom-
ers,” he said.

He said having an effective and developed tax system was 
one of the TRA priorities to reduce frustration among inves-
tors in the country.

The commissioner general (pictured) added that a transpar-
ent and realistic tax system will increase fairness among the 
customers where at last there will be no tax evaders and no 
wastage of time to customers.

“Voluntary tax compliance among the stakeholders must 
be of highest decree,” he said.

On august 08 this year, TRA launched a special electronic 
tax return system aimed at reducing or totally eliminating cli-
ents’ trips to TRA offices when it comes to matters of settling 
their tax returns and other forms of communication regard-
ing revenue service.

The new digital e-filing system introduced by (TRA) in Aru-
sha, returns can now be filed 24-hours a day, seven-days a 
week and anywhere on the globe.

 “The advantage of an e-Filing system is that people will no 
longer have to wait until the ordinary working days, or work-
ing hours, but can file their returns even over the weekends 
and during the night,” he said.

Speaking at the launching of the system, the TRA Commis-
sioner General dr Edwin Mhede said the ‘e-Filling’ structure 
will cater for ‘Pay as You Earn’ taxes, income tax for individu-
als, corporation taxes, withholding taxes, VAT, as well as skills 
and development levies.

According to Dr Mhede, people and corporate firms in-
volved in extractive industries, including minerals, gas and 
petroleum, are not yet covered under the e-filing system and 
will continue to settle their returns manually and physically at 
the TRA offices in their respective regions.

“Those in extractive industries will have to wait for some 
time until their own special structure for the e-filing system 
has been finalised for them; the TRA is working on the ar-
rangements,” he said.

Revenue authority 
seeks ways to offer 
improved services

GRADER IN TROUBLE: A grader deployed to help in rehabilitating Dar es Salaam’s Shekilango Road unable to do the work it was supposed to do, having tumbled into sewage trench. Cor-
respondent Miraji Msala captured the scene yesterday.
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Shinyanga Regional Traffic Officer Africanus Sulle addresses Kahama District motorbike owners and riders yesterday on the need to abide by road safety 
regulations. Photo: Correspondent Shabani Njia

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

SENIOR plant breeder at the Tanzania Ag-
ricultural Research Institute (TARI- Hombo-
lo) Dr Lameck Nyaligwa has suggested the 
need for the government and other players 
to increase investment in researches and 
production of improved sorghum seeds, 
which assures farmers high yields.

The move, he said cut importation of 
improved seeds hence boost sorghum pro-
duction, maintaining that most parts of 
Tanzania are endowed with good climatic 
condition that support sorghum cultivation, 
but the challenge is the availability of certi-
fied and well researched seeds.

“Sorghum stands among key crops that 
play a vital role in stimulating economic 
growth within the country as well as ena-
bling most farmers to escape from the 
shackles of poverty,” Dr Nyaligwa said in an 
interview here recently.

In an effort to address shortage of im-
proved seed varieties, the breeder said 
TARI-Hombolo has embarked on a special 
project, one that has so produced at least 
more than 10 tonnes of improved sorghum 
seeds variety namely Masia variety.

The pilot project, according to him, incor-
porated cultivation of at least 20 acres of 
the mentioned improved seeds.

“The initiatives go in tandem with a spe-
cial strategy to motivate for wider uses of 
sorghum in the country, as well as training 
the farmers over best agronomic practices.”

Dr Nyalingwa said that the country was 
experiencing an uptick in demand for sor-
ghum seeds, especially in Lindi, Mtwara, 
Songwe, Tabora and central zone regions, 
with potential outside markets based in Bu-
rundi, South Sudan and Zambia.

“As long as our mandate is to invent, pro-
duce and distribute seeds to relevant stake-
holders, we have opted to start majoring in 
mass production of the improved sorghum 
seeds to ensure for enough accessibility 
with a major focus to enable mass cultiva-
tion of the key socioeconomic crop,” he 
said.

Plant breeder calls for more 
investment in production of 
improved sorghum seeds 

Provide accurate data for agricultural, livestock census, RAS tells local leaders
By Guardian Correspondent, 
Arusha

ARUSHA Regional Ad-
ministrative Secretary 
(RAS) Richard Kwitega has 
instructed ward and village 
executives to ensure cor-
rect statistics are obtained 

from agricultural, livestock 
and fisheries censuses in 
the region to enable better 
development planning.

Kwitega issued the ap-
peal mid this week when 
launching the exercise for 
the mobilisation of the cen-
suses at Ngaramtoni town 

in Arusha District.
He called on Arusha resi-

dents to provide correct 
information to census enu-
merators during the exer-
cise.

Speaking to Ngaramtoni 
resident, he said correct 
statistics will enable the 

By Special Correspondent

SMALL and Medium Enter-
prises (SMEs) in the East African 
region are using digital trans-
formation initiatives to increase 
their competitiveness and en-
sure they are set for growth de-
spite challenging trading condi-
tions.

According to Pedro Guerreiro, 
Managing Director, central Afri-

ca at SAP, investments into new 
technologies will greatly assist 
SMEs in the region as they adapt 
to a very different operating en-
vironment.

“As one of the most important 
drivers for job creation and eco-
nomic growth, the SME sector 
is vital to the region’s economic 
recovery. Technology will con-
tinue to play a determining role 
in how well the sector recovers 

from this year’s events, while 
also digitally-tooling organisa-
tions to out-perform their com-
petitors in this new economy 
and enabling them to execute 
the business, operate, and thrive 
in the market.”

In 2017, SMEs accounted for 
98% of all businesses in Kenya 
and created 30% of all jobs an-
nually. According to the Inter-
national Trade Centre, SMEs 

contributed 34% of Kenya’s GDP 
in 2016. However, the impact 
of the coronavirus pandemic 
should not be underestimated: 
a recent Deloitte study found a 
50% reduction in household and 
business spending, with direct 
consequences for the country’s 
SME sector.

“SMEs will need to reduce 
inefficiencies and improve de-
cision-making to ensure they 

continue to survive – and thrive – 
despite our current challenges,” 
says Guerreiro. “In an encourag-
ing sign, a growing number of 
East African SMEs are leverag-
ing technology to improve busi-
ness decision-making and drive 
greater efficiency across their 
operations.” Guerreiro says 
gaining granular insight into 
the financial and overall perfor-
mance of the business is essen-

tial to the growth and survival of 
SMEs. “Business leaders can no 
longer make educated guesses 
about the performance of the 
business. You need certainty 
over the total performance of 
the business at all times, not 
weeks or months after the fact.”

Guerreiro believes there is 
great potential for further in-
vestment into new technologies 
that could help SMEs unlock 

new market opportunities.
“Ultimately SMEs should 

strive to become Intelligent En-
terprises that apply advanced 
technologies within integrated, 
agile business processes to turn 
insight into action. As the sector 
expands its capabilities, SMEs 
will be better placed to sense 
opportunities, risks and trends, 
and take advantage of market 
opportunities.”

East African SMEs accelerate growth with cloud deployments

government to come up with bet-
ter and sustainable development 
planning for the people’s benefit.

He said the censuses will enable 
the government obtain statistics 
for economic production in farm-
ing, livestock and fisheries sectors, 
which were important for indus-
trial development.

He also said it was imperative 
for government officials at various 
levels to mobilise the people to 
work together with experts from 
the National Bureau of statistics 
(NBS) who were conducting the 
censuses.

He also cautioned the officials to 
differentiate the exercise with the 

election campaigns that have be-
gun in various areas in the country.

Speaking at the event in Arusha 
Region’s NBS manager Leokadia 
Mtei said census exercise began on 
August 5 and will on October 20 
this year.

She said in Arusha Region the 
exercise will be conducted in 1,506 

households including 83 big farms 
in the region’s all seven districts 
– Meru, Arusha, Longido, Karatu, 
Monduli and Ngorongoro.

She said the last agricultural, 
livestock and fisheries census was 
done in 2007/08, and added that 
this year the census will involve 
the use of modern technology.

Zanzibar clerics pictured yesterday following proceedings at a sensitisation seminar on the importance of preaching and promoting peace during the countdown to 
the upcoming (late October) General Election and thereafter. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

GENDER-based violence incidents 
in Zanzibar rose to 114 in July com-
pared to June’s 102 incidents some-
thing which calls for more collected 
efforts to fight the vice.

Ramla Hassan Pandu, a statistician 
at the office of the Chief Government 
Statistician said this here when pre-
senting a report at the forum held in 
Mazizini, Unguja.

He named West B- district as an area 
where most cases of child abuse were 
reported having 24 cases, followed by 
West ‘A’ district with 20 incidents and 
the Mjini District (19 incidents).

“Children are the victims of vio-
lence acts with the report saying that 
95 children (83.3 percent) and 29 
women (16.7 percent) faced the chal-
lenge. Children between the age of 15 
and 17 are the one who are mostly at 
risk of these incidents, so more efforts 
should be made to address the mat-
ter,” he said.

He said that in the incidents, 56 
women were raped, 14 children were 
defiled as well as other four cases of 
sodomy.

He noted that violence acts were not 
only confined to women but children 
as well thus needing intensive efforts 
to fight it as it had adverse impacts to 
the community and the country as a 
whole.

“Most of the violence cases oc-
curred at home, so this translates that 
the children are being abused by peo-
ple who know them or their family 
relatives. 94 percent of the incidents 
happened at home,” he added.

Pandu further said that all the inci-
dents are under police investigation 
with others having taken required le-
gal measures.

For his part, head of crime statis-
tics department of the Police Force in 
Zanzibar Mwinyi Bakari said that they 
have been taking several measures to 
fight the challenge.

“This is a joint work, we should 
work together to ensure that we fight 
the vice so as to enable our children 
and women to live happily in a peace-
ful nation. We will continue working 
collaboratively with other organisa-
tions to fight violence in the country,” 
he said.

GBV cases go up in Zanzibar in July

Sorghum stands among 
key crops that play a vital 
role in stimulating eco-
nomic growth within the 
country as well as enabling 
most farmers to escape 
from the shackles of 

Most of the violence cases occurred at home, 
so this translates that the children are being 
abused by people who know them or their family 
relatives. 94 percent of the incidents happened 
at home
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Shareholding by Dutch in NMB Bank 
far from speculative – it’s partnership

U
PPER levels of financial 
sector administration in 
our country are sighing 
with relief after a spirited 

debunking of reports that Dutch finan-
cial behemoth Rabobank plans to sell 
its shares in the National Microfinance 
Bank (NMB) Plc and quit the field, as 
it were.

It appears that the reports weren’t 
exaggerated as such but simply faulty, 
as there is a targeted transfer of strate-
gic placing of the shares from the con-
glomerate itself to a venture company 
it holds, which is easy to comprehend.

Tanzania is still an emerging mar-
ket, even at the lower end of emerg-
ing markets, so the shares are close to 
venture capital. Looking at the matter 
from a strategic point of view, chances 
that the Dutch financial group would 
not be interested in a stake at NMB af-
ter a 16.8bn/- annual dividend aren’t 
quite high, as such payment shows 
that the group is ploughing back its 
capital in the bank.

There would thus be little reason 
for the Dutch bank to quit the field for 
lack of profitability, as if no dividend 
has been paid in the first place. It only 
shows that the payment of dividends, 
whether it arose out of substantial 
profit margins or it also has to go with 
the governance mood as a whole, as-
sures stakeholders of significant re-
turns on capital for the medium term.

In that context, it is evident that Ra-
bobank will remain a strategic inves-
tor at NMB as it is not plausible for it 
to sell its 34 per cent stake at the local 
bank, as a key official at the Dutch Em-
bassy explained.

Transferring its shares to Arise In-
corporated is understandable in that, 
in a statutory context, the new share-
holder or controller of that stock has 
the same objectives as the original in-

vestor.
Arise is a brand name with all sorts 

of firms and conglomerates attached 
to it being used in global financial cir-
cles to relate to venture capital intend-
ed for uplifting countries or targeted 
population segments out of poverty.

The new holder of the NMB stock 
is a creation of Norfund, a private eq-
uity company established in 1997 and 
owned by the Norwegian Foreign Af-
fairs ministry.

An online write-up says the fund re-
ceives its investment capital from the 
state budget, with its head offices lo-
cated in Oslo and local offices in places 
as diverse as Thailand, Costa Rica, Ken-
ya, Mozambique and Ghana.

That means that a similar office shall 
now be opened in Tanzania, in view of 
such holding, which is easier for a ven-
ture capital fund than a big bank.

It is now four years since Arise was 
formed – on August 6, 2016 – by Nor-
fund, the Netherlands Finance Devel-
opment Finance Company (FMO) and 
Rabobank. Arise’s own statutory objec-
tives affirm that it will be taking and 
managing minority stakes in African 
financial organisations, where NMB is 
an especially credible partner given its 
strong state backing and the yielding of 
dividends.

Market speculation about share sales 
would have greater significance in a 
fully private sector kind of location. But 
any withdrawal from NMB by Rabobank 
would require a nod from the Dutch 
Foreign Affairs ministry, where what 
counts most is not financial speculation 
but sustainable development links.

In that case, it can be surmised that 
the payment of a significant dividend is 
at once salutary and definitely not the 
only condition for this relationship to 
be sustained, as what population seg-
ments NMB serves also counts.

Africa becoming free of wild 
poliovirus great achievement

C
ELEBRATION was expected at 
the start of the week in many 
parts of the world, even in 
these grim days of the corona-

virus pandemic raging in many countries 
across all continents.

Reports from Geneva, the European 
headquarters of various United Nations 
agencies, said the Africa Regional Certifi-
cation Commission has confirmed the Af-
rica Region of the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) as free of wild poliovirus after 
four years without a case.

Being free of the paralysing viral infec-
tion is, by all accounts, great news. Still, 
the world isn’t totally free of polio as there 
is at least one region still facing the prob-
lem, after five of the six WHO regions with 
a combined population of more than 90 
per cent of humanity are now free of the 
wild poliovirus.

While this takes the world closer to 
achieving global polio eradication, there is 
still fear of upsets, especially as pockets of 
resistance to immunisation still exist.

Reports say that only two countries 
worldwide continue to see wild poliovi-
rus transmission: namely, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. The reason obviously is that 
both are war-torn entities without a civic 
infrastructure to administer a credible 
anti-polio campaign as such programmes 
were in the past used as spying instru-
ments.

There was a vital partner in Africa’s 
ability to reach this goal, as well as in the 
WHO’s efforts to assist countries in organi-
sational and technical capacity to attain 
this objective.

The Global Polio Eradication Initia-
tive (GPEI) was at the forefront and will 
continue to maintain vigilance, as viruses 
never go away totally. Rather, they can 
incubate for a while if the transmission 
environment is negative – with vaccina-
tion, but can’t be totally counted out. This 
is especially the case where hotspots of 
retransmission are still present.

WHO Director General Dr Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus, himself from the Afri-
can continent, was understandably elated 

at the news. He must have undoubtedly 
been following up the issue assiduously 
in his UN and national capacity as a health 
sector international civil servant.

The DG issued outstretched congratu-
lations to the governments of the 47 
countries in the WHO African Region on 
the certification against occurrences of 
wild poliovirus, saying that the landmark 
achievement served to bring nearer the 
WHO’s goal of eradicating the disease 
globally.

Happy as African peoples and govern-
ments are entitled to be upon learning 
about this milestone, we should not forget 
that there were intense trials hindering 
the continent’s capacity to arrive there 
much earlier.

At the time of independence in what 
was then known as Tanganyika, Father 
of the Nation Mwalimu JK Nyerere cited 
three enemies threatening our country 
and nation – poverty, ignorance and dis-
eases.

Easily the most important feature about 
diseases included the pandemic type of 
maladies, among them polio and measles 
as well as less cataclysmic ones like yel-
low fever, malaria, tuberculosis and in the 
course of time, HIV & AIDS.

That is, before thinking of environmen-
tally preventable epidemics like cholera – 
and well before the unmanageable curses 
like Ebola and novel coronavirus that 
were to emerge much later.

What happened is that the capacity to 
arrive at the relative taming of disease and 
the ability to treat most serious ailments 
within the country’s hospital system came 
rather slowly, much slower than the na-
tional independence movement would 
have imagined.

We started with an emphasis on work, 
tying it with the simple fact of being in-
dependent – that it was now our obliga-
tion to work with enhanced zeal so as to 
defeat those enemies faster, and we have 
taken close to 60 years to get certification 
against polio. It has been a tough climb, a 
hard road to travel – and some self-con-
gratulation would be understandable.

Youth rural-urban migration hurts Malawi’s agriculture
By Charles Mpaka

AS households in Chiradzulu 
District in Southern Malawi start 
preparing their farms for the next 
maize growing season, Frederick 
Yohane (24) is a busy young man.

Every morning, he works with 
his two brothers in their family 
field where they grow maize and 
pigeon peas. In the afternoon, he 
tills other people’s farms to raise 
money for his needs and to sup-
port his family.

Twice a week he cycles to near-
by markets to sell the chickens he 
buys from surrounding villages. 
This has been his life since he 
was 16 when his father suffered 
a stroke, which paralysed his left 
leg and arm.

Yohane finished secondary 
school in 2014, two years after his 
father fell ill. But he did not pass 
the final examinations.

Without a school-leaving cer-
tificate, he followed the route of 
many youths in this rural district 
who trek to Blantyre, Malawi’s 
commercial capital, to look for 
menial jobs, mainly as assistants 
in Asian shops or as street ven-
dors.

“Through a friend, I found 
work in a hardware shop owned 
by an Indian. But the money was 
not good compared with what I 
was getting in the village. So, I just 
worked for two months and I re-
turned to the village,” he said.

Yohane is not planning to re-
turn to town again to look for 
a job. He believes he can make 
more money in the village if he 
works harder.

“Besides, I am the eldest child. 
My father can no longer work. My 
mother spends much of her time 
looking after our father. It’s the 
three of us working in the field,” 
he says.

Yohane’s family is one of the 
millions in Malawi which rely on 
family labour for their farms. The 
Food and Agricultural Organisa-
tion of the United Nations (FAO) 
says in its Small Family Farms 
Country Factsheet for Malawi 
that farmers account for 80 per 
cent of the total population of 17.5 
million in Malawi.

Out of that population of farm-
ers, around 75 per cent are small 
family farms that depend on fam-
ily labour. However, like the rest 
of Africa, Malawi suffers a high 
rate of rural-urban migration, 
mostly by youths seeking a better 
life in towns.

When youths, who make up 
the majority of Malawi’s popula-
tion, migrate to urban centres, 

the productivity of family labour 
farms declines, according to find-
ings of a study commissioned 
by the International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in Ma-
lawi in 2018 under its Enhancing 
Capacity to Apply Research Evi-
dence (CARE) in Policy for Youth 
Engagement in Agribusiness and 
Rural Economic Activities in Af-
rica.

Under the CARE programme, 
IITA is working with young re-
searchers across Africa to pro-
mote understanding of the im-
pact of poverty reduction and 
employment and factors that 
influence youth engagement in 
agribusiness and rural farm and 
non-farm economy.

This is according to Timilehin 
Osunde, communications of-
ficer for the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)-CARE Project at the IITA 
in Nigeria.

In the Malawi CARE study, 
researcher Emmanuel Tolani 
interviewed households in two 
districts of Zomba and Lilongwe. 
Both districts are known for their 
high production of maize, Ma-
lawi’s staple crop.

The CARE study focused on 
households where youth had mi-
grated to urban centres in com-
parison with those where youths 
had not moved.           

In a resulting Policy Brief enti-
tled “Youth on the Move: Welfare 
effects on originating house-
holds”, the researchers found 
that households, which have 
youths migrating to urban cen-
tres, were each producing 13 fifty-
kilogramme bags fewer than they 
could harvest if the youths did 
not move out.

“This can be attributed to 
the fact that migration of youth 
household members was leading 
to loss of labour for agricultural 
production which was not com-

pensated by hired labour using 
the remittances received,” reads 
the brief.

In the brief, Tolani recom-
mends the introduction of in-
come-generating activities among 
rural households to reduce the 
need for households to look for 
other means of diversifying their 
incomes, such as encouraging the 
migration of youths.

IITA’s Osunde adds that the lack 
of an environment suitable for 
agribusiness, the search for edu-
cational opportunities and ac-
cess to services and resources are 
among the factors for the trend of 
rural youths leaving their homes 
for urban centres in Africa.

Over the years, Malawi has 
designed and implemented pro-
grammes aimed at improving 
social and economic conditions 
of rural areas, which could re-
duce rural-urban migration in the 
country.

However, rural-urban migra-
tion has not abated. Malawi’s 
National Planning Commission 
attributes this to what it says 
are “policy implementation in-
consistencies across political 
regimes”.

This argument has featured 
highly in development dis-
course in Malawi such that it 
motivated the establishment of 
the National Planning Commis-
sion. Established through an Act 
of Parliament in 2017, the com-
mission’s mandate is to ensure 
continuity of development poli-
cies across political administra-
tions.

On the other hand, Osunde 
observes that a lot of rural de-
velopment programmes in Africa 
have failed because they are de-
signed by policy makers without 
the input of the rural youth.

“These are often implemented 
with an up-bottom approach 
instead of using a bottom-up ap-

proach,” Osunde says.
To support African governments in 

stemming the tide of youth rural-urban 
migration, IITA is implementing a num-
ber of agriculture-specific programmes, 
besides CARE.

For instance, the Start Them Early 
Programme (STEP) aims at changing the 
mindset of young people in primary and 
secondary schools by providing them 
with basic understanding in agriculture 
to direct them toward agriculture-related 
careers, says Osunde.

IITA is also implementing Enable 
Youth project. This provides opportuni-
ties for underemployed young people, 
motivating them to establish agricultural 
enterprises and improve their agribusi-
ness skills.

“The programme helps to create a 
conducive business environment by ad-
vancing youth-led policies and provides 
a communication network that delivers 
much-needed agricultural information 
to other youths involved in agribusiness,” 
Osunde explains.

In addition, the IITA Youth Agri-
preneurs is meant to change perceptions 
of youths in Africa about agriculture and 
see that agriculture can be exciting and 
economically rewarding.

“With agriculture in Africa largely 
suffering from negative perceptions 
amongst youths due to the drudgery in-
volved, insufficient financial gains and a 
dearth in basic infrastructure, the youth 
programme being implemented by IITA 
is aimed at changing the perception 
among youths in Africa while creating 
resources that can enable them start out 
as agripreneurs on the continent. These 
are agriculture-specific programmes 
that Malawi can adopt to attract youths 
into agribusiness,” Osunde says.

The Director General for the Nation-
al Planning Commission, Dr Thomas 
Munthali, says they are currently map-
ping the country into potential invest-
ment zones with bankable investment 
projects which, among others, could 
lead to the reduction of youth migra-
tion.

“The idea is to create secondary cit-
ies in such zones based on their arable 
land, mining and tourism potential. 
These will be created into industrial 
hubs offering sustainable decent jobs 
and socio-economic amenities just like 
in cities,” says Munthali.

As rural youths in Malawi wait for 
such programmes, Yohane has already 
decided to stay in the village. And he is 
dreaming big.

“We harvest enough maize for our 
food. But we need to make money. So 
we are planning to rent another piece 
of land this year where we can grow 
more maize for sale,” he says, adding: 
“We won’t need hired labour. In future, 
we want to see if we can buy more land 
on which we can do serious commercial 
farming.”
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People with disabilities still nursing psychological wounds of Covid-19 A paltry $400 works to see 
new owner bring a small-town 
newspaper back from the dead

By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

A
S Tanzanians recover from 
the shock and fear brought 
about by Covid-19 pandem-
ic, people with disabilities 

(PwDs) suffered the most due to 
the nature of transmission of the 
disease and challenges in adhering 
to recommended preventive meas-
ures.

By the time the novel coronavirus 
reached Tanzania in mid-March this 
year, the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) had recommended obser-
vance of social distancing, regular 
washing of hands with soap and 
wearing of face masks as ways to 
avoid contracting the coronavirus.

The three measures proved to be 
an uphill task to PLWDs because 
most of them such as the visually 
impaired and those using wheel-
chairs for mobility, need constant 
presence of other able-bodied peo-
ple around them. It goes without 
saying that face masks, hand sani-
tizers, water and soaps cost money 
whereas the majority of PwDs are 
economically deprived.

Again, the dreaded superstitious 
beliefs about people with albinism 
emerged during the pandemic, forc-
ing their advocacy organisation to 
send scores to safety shelters.

“I will not forget the pain I went 
through during the Coronavirus 
pandemic as I wasn’t able to prac-
tice hand hygiene due to my physi-
cal disability. I ended up using 
sanitizers which is less effective 
than hand washing,” said Fredrick 
Msigallah, programme manager for 
advocacy and disability inclusion at 
CCBRT, in an interview this week in 
Dar es Salaam.

“I experienced tough times trying 
to maintain social distancing with 
the person who helps me by push-
ing my wheelchair. It was practi-
cally impossible. As an alternative, I 
ended up spending a lot of money 
on buying hand sanitizers, recom-
mended face masks and regular 
trips to health facilities to have my 
body temperature checked, just in 
case.”

Added the manager: “The pan-
demic has not only cost me econom-
ically, it made me suffer a long psy-
chological and emotional trauma 
as I battled the thought that I could 
easily catch the virus due to my con-
dition and probably die.”

Msigallah added that because of 
the pandemic, he had to change his 
work schedule from office to home, 
which also added more cost to ac-
cess internet, home workstation 
and stationeries.

Access to information to certain 
groups of PwDs was also limited. 
There was no friendly environment 
and channels to help the disabled 
get information in an accessible 
format like braille for the blind, he 
said.

According to him, PLWDs like deaf 
and blind people did not adequately 
access messages on precautions. For 
instance, the blind didn’t access in-
formation on how to practise hand 
hygiene and social distancing while 
the deaf, on the other hand, could 
not communicate with members of 
their community as most of them 
had to wear face masks.

“Deaf people are more comfort-
able to communicate through facial 
expression and especially move-
ment of lips. Wearing of masks 
made communication among them 
practically impossible,” he said.

The hospitals which were be-
lieved to be safe places for PLWDs 
become less secure following re-
ports in April concerning the inci-
dences of stigma and mistreatment 
of patients by health workers, which 
created fear of contracting corona-
virus within health facilities.

He charged that the government 
through the Ministry of Health, 
Community Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children mandated to 
provide awareness to the public 
with regard to precautions on in-
fectious diseases such as Covid-19, 
didn’t cover PwDs with essential 
messages on prevention.

How was the situation to People 
with Albinism during Covid-19

A survey conducted by Under 
the Same Sun (UTSS), a charity that 
oversees the safety of people with 
Albinism in Tanzania, shows that 
during the pandemic, majority of 
people with Albinism (PwA) went 
through psychological and mental 
torture.

The survey found that some 
members of the community devel-
oped a belief that PwA could be the 
vector for spreading the virus to 
other people. The false belief was 
based on another false belief that 
because Covid-19 originated in the 
lands of people with white skin and 
mostly affected white people, PWA 
who look white, could be carriers 
spreading the disease.

“Such belief exacerbated fears to 
people with albinism, they felt less 
protected and segregated in their 
community,” said Emmanuel Muni-
si, a public relations and advocacy 
manager for UTSS in an interview.

“Covid-19 affected our activities 
and plans we had in our institution. 
We planned to reach remote popu-
lations with awareness on how they 
can play part to ensure protection 
to people with albinism”.

He said they had no option but to 
incur emergency costs to protect 
several students and other PwA 
in safe shelters across the country 
because they had little security in 
their communities.

PwA have for years been a target 
of superstitious people who kill 
them or simply chop their body 
parts for witchcraft use.

Munisi added that during the 
pandemic, a section of the public 
developed a negative belief that 
body parts of PwA could be used as 
a traditional cure for Covid-19. This 
made them live in an uncomfortable 
and insecure environment.

“It was a time of trauma for PwA 
given what the group went through 
in recent years namely killing and 
maiming,” he said.

Munisi said that limited aware-
ness of the corona virus to the 
public and PwA themselves con-
tributed to the rise and spread of 
such false beliefs in the society.

“The initial ‘stay at home’ advice 
by the government caused people 
to generate the belief that PWA 
can be the solution to the pandem-
ic,” the manager said.

“PwA faced a shortage of per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE); 
there were not enough supplies of 
the equipment, we just received 
support for the equipment from 
Tanzania Albinism Society (TAS).”

He said like other PLWDs, PwA 
were not comfortable to visit 
health facilities because of the re-
ported cases of humiliation and 
mistreatment by health workers 
who were also apparently scared 
and afraid of catching the virus.

The manager said the society 
should understand that people 
with albinism are the same like 
other people and they don’t have 
any relations with the spread of 
diseases.

What does the WHO guideline 
says about PwDs

The guideline for disability con-
sideration during the covid-19 de-
veloped by World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) states that, people with 
disability may be at risk of con-

By John Reinan

P
AM Bluhm started 
working at the Chat-
field News 40 years 
ago, barely out of 

high school, thinking that it 
would be all right until some-
thing better came along.

Something better never 
did come along. And now 
Bluhm (60) owns and pub-
lishes the paper in this town 
of 2,800 residents some 20 
miles southeast of Rochester.

That’s a bigger deal than it 
sounds. Because Bluhm sin-
glehandedly resurrected a 
newspaper that’s older than 
the state of Minnesota – an 
organisation whose previous 
owner left it for dead, closing 
the News in March after 164 
years and leaving Chatfield 
without a hometown paper.

Bluhm, the paper’s office 
manager, was stunned when 
she found out that the News, 
which traces its history to 
1856, would be closing. But it 
didn’t take her long to figure 
out her next step.

“I didn’t know what I was 
going to do after 40 years,” 
she said, noting further: “And 
I thought, ‘This ownership is 
what I gotta do.’ And Chat-
field needs a newspaper.”

She added: “It was either 
this or go to work at the 
deli (meaning a store where 
ready-to-eat food products 
such as cooked meats and 
prepared salads are sold).”

Lonny Berge, who once 
sold advertising for the Chat-
field News, picked up a box 
of pickles and caught up with 
Pam Bluhm, who went from 
being office manager to pub-
lisher.

The News is a throwback to 
a simpler time, when practi-
cally every small community 
across the nation had a local-
ly owned newspaper. That’s 
not always the case anymore. 
In the last 15 years, more 
than one-fourth of the coun-
try’s newspapers have disap-
peared, according to a report 
by the Hussman School of 
Journalism and Media at the 
University of North Carolina.

That has left millions of 
Americans – mostly in ru-
ral areas – living in “news 
deserts”, lacking a news or-
ganisation to cover local hap-
penings. That’s an ominous 
development, according to 
Reed Anfinson, who owns 
three weekly papers in west 
central Minnesota and serves 
as president of the National 
Newspaper Association 
Foundation.

“If citizens don’t have 
knowledge of things go-
ing on in their community, 
they don’t have that unity 
that helps them accomplish 
tough goals together,” An-
finson said. “They lose that 
sense of community. We 
bond a community together 
with shared information,” he 
added.

Bluhm, a lifelong Chatfield 
resident, knows how to forge 
those bonds. She lives on the 
second floor of the News’ 
building and is almost always 
around the office, showing up 
at 9 a.m. and sometimes not 
leaving until 3 a.m.

People drop by with news 
and gossip to share, encour-
aged by Bluhm’s refrigerator, 
which is always stocked with 
cold pop. “The other night the 
chief of police came in at 1 a.m.,” 
she said, adding: “He saw the 
lights on and he came in and 
had a Mountain Dew. That’s my 
social life.”

You’d think a newspaper 
owner might be wealthy, but 
that’s not the case with Bluhm: 
“I’m a poor person,” she said. 
Bluhm had $400 in the bank 
when the paper closed, and her 
startup money was the $1,200 
Covid-19 stimulus cheque she 
got in the spring. That was 
enough to register a new cor-
poration with the secretary 

of state and buy the paper’s 
computers and file cabinets. 
She scrounged the lobby 
chairs from a hair salon that 
had closed down. And she 
still has a part-time job, work-
ing ten hours a week clean-
ing a local medical building.

Area residents have 
pitched in to help. She has a 
small freelance budget but 
gets most of her content from 
community members who 
write for free.

“It’s fun for them, and 
they want to see the news-
paper make a go of it,” she 
said. Bluhm does write one 
weekly feature: a recipe col-
umn called “What’s Cookin’ 
With Pam.” Recent “What’s 
Cookin’ ” columns have fea-
tured recipes for boiled spice 
cake and raspberry salad, lib-
erally sprinkled with Bluhm’s 
reminiscences of growing up 
on a dairy farm.

Volunteers make the week-
ly 60-mile run to pick up 
the papers in Calmar, Iowa, 
where they’re printed.

Since Bluhm took over, 
the News’ circulation is up 
by about 15 per cent – to 865 
subscribers. A yearly sub-
scription costs $35 – or $40 
for out-of-towners.

As word of the paper’s res-
urrection has spread, so has 
a desire to help Bluhm suc-
ceed. She reaches into her 
file cabinet and brings out 
a stack of cards and letters, 
dozens of them, from cur-
rent and former residents of 
the Chatfield area. They’re 
thanking her for keeping the 
paper going – and many are 
saying it with cash.

As she opened the let-
ters, Bluhm recounted, she’d 
find a $100 cheque in one. A 
$400 cheque in the next. She 
opened one envelope and 
two $50 bills fell out.

“I keep getting a lot of en-
couraging little notes,” she 
said. The last issue of the old 
Chatfield News published in 
late March. The first edition 
under Bluhm’s ownership 
came out on June 1. A typical 
issue might feature a story on 
a local farm family along with 
the latest news from the city 
and county governments. 
There’s a regular weekly 
roundup of news from the 
Chosen Valley Care Centre, 
a bird column and “Cold 
Cases,” a look at unsolved 
mysteries.

There are also obituar-
ies and, unlike many pub-
lications, the News doesn’t 
charge for them. “Nope. 
That’s a community service,” 
Bluhm said emphatically.

It’s just one of many servic-
es this small-town publisher 
provides. On a recent visit, 
Chatfield resident Lonny 
Berge stopped by to pick up 
a case of homemade pickles 
that Bluhm had been hold-
ing for him. Berge used to 
sell advertising for the News, 
and he’s one of many hoping 
to see the reborn paper suc-
ceed. “We need it in a small 
town,” he said, adding with 
a laugh: “And you can get 
pickles.” Dawn Cole owns the 
Hangman – a custom drape 
and blind store on Main 
Street. The News, she said, “is 
kind of a staple here in town, 
especially for us business 
owners. There are still a lot of 
people in Chatfield who like 
to have the paper in hand”.

Bluhm will keep putting 
the paper in their hands for 
as long as she can.

“Service to humanity is the 
best work of life. That’s my 
motto,” she said.

	 •	 A dis-
patch filed from Chatfield, 
Minnesota, published 
courtesy of the World As-
sociation of Newspapers 
and News Publishers 
(WAN-IFRA). John Reinan 
is a journalist with the Star 
Tribune.

tracting Covid-19 because of bar-
riers to implement basic hygiene 
measures, such as hand-washing 
(hand basins, sink or water pumps 
may be physically inaccessible, or a 
person may have physical difficulty 
rubbing their hands together thor-
oughly);

Difficulty in enacting social dis-
tancing because of additional sup-
port needs or because they are in-
stitutionalized.

They need to touch things to ob-
tain information from the environ-
ment or for physical support.

Hence, the guideline calls for 
the governments to ensure public 
health information and communi-
cation is accessible, by including 
captioning and sign language for all 
live and recorded events and com-
munications.

It further appeals to governments 
to convert public materials into 
‘Easy Read’ format so that they are 
accessible for people with intellec-
tual disability or cognitive impair-
ment.

It also calls for development of ac-
cessible written information prod-
ucts by using appropriate docu-
ments formats such as ‘Word’ with 
structured headings, large print, 
braille versions and formats for 
people who are deaf and blind.

“The government should work 
with people with disability and 
their representative organisations 
to rapidly identify fiscal and admin-
istrative measures such as financial 
compensation for families and car-
egivers who need to take time off 
work to care for loved ones,” reads 
the guideline.

What was the government reac-
tion to PWDs during Covid-19

Dr Meshack Chinyuli coordina-
tor for public education from the 
Ministry of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children said the ministry was 
busy working to provide aware-
ness to PLWDs on the importance 
of practicing hand hygiene by us-
ing water.

“However, the main challenge we 
faced was how to help PwDs prac-
tice hand hygiene. For instance, 
people without legs had difficulty 
reaching hand washing stations 
that were mounted on public and 
private facilities,” he said.

“Because of that, we advised 
them to use hand sanitizers as 
alternative means, though wash-
ing hands with running water and 
soap is more effective.”

Dr Chinyuli said another chal-
lenge was how to deliver Covid-19 
precautionary messages in eas-
ily accessible format to PwDs. Ac-
cording to him, although the gov-
ernment didn’t cover all of them in 
their various groups.

“We decided to embark on al-
ternative means such as using in-
terpreters of sign language in the 
mainstream media to help people 
with hearing challenges to grasp 
Covid-19 messages,” he said.

For print messages, he said the 
government converted the same 
into accessible format for visually 
impaired persons.

“We went further and provided 
special support, such as psychologi-
cal counselling to elderly people in 
their camps in an effort to control 
psycho-social impact that could 
weaken their body immunity,” Dr 
explained.

“In the course of our duty, we 
learnt that the society had devel-
oped some belief that elders are 
more susceptible to Covid-19 while 
youth relaxed, thinking that they 
are safe from the virus,” he said.

“It was a terrifying moment as 
youth who were expected to use 
their strength, knowledge and expe-
rience to provide strong support to 
elders in the time of the pandemic, 
didn’t do so. Instead, they turn to be 
the leading group to transmit the vi-
rus to others as they consider it less 
important to adhere to the precau-
tions of Covid-19,” he said.

He said the government invested 
a lot of time and resources in an 
effort to control and reduce social 
risks among members of the public 
which had surged and caused panic 
more than the pandemic itself.

However, he admitted that there 
were no special guidelines prepared 
to support special groups like disa-
bled, which could allow prioritisa-
tion of awareness and strengthen 
precautions for Covid-19 to them.

He added that after the pandem-
ic, the government is now working 
to provide assistance to people or 
groups of people who were trauma-
tized during the pandemic.

The UN recommendations to gov-
ernments towards PWDs.

According to the United Nations 
Flagship Report on Disability and 
Sustainability Development Goals, 
recommended that in order for the 
government to achieve the highest 
attainable standard of health for 
persons with disabilities, the follow-
ing actions should be considered:

Strengthen national legislation 
and policies on health care.

Identify and eliminate obsta-
cles and barriers to accessibility in 
health-care facilities.

Improve health-care coverage 
and affordability for persons with 
disabilities as part of universal ap-
proaches to health care.

Train health-care personnel on 
disability inclusion and improve 
service delivery for persons with 
disabilities.

Empower persons with disabili-
ties to take control over their own 
health-care decisions, on the basis 
of informed consent.

Prohibit discriminatory practices 
in health insurance and promote 
health insurance coverage for as-
sistive products and rehabilitation 
services.

Improve research and data to 
monitor, evaluate and strengthen 
health systems to include and de-
liver for persons with disabilities.

The govern-
ment needs to 
ensure public 
health informa-
tion and commu-
nication is acces-
sible to all groups 
including people 
with disabilities, 
by including cap-
tioning and sign 
language for all 
live and recorded 
events and com-
munications.
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Chronic fatigue syndrome may hold key to understanding post-Covid syndrome

A lesson unlearnt: Zambia on the path to Zimbabwe-like ruin

By Markham Heid

A
lmost everyone is familiar 
with the short-term symp-
toms of an acute SARS-CoV-2 
infection. These include a fe-

ver, cough, breathing problems, fatigue, 
diarrhoea and other flu-like symptoms.

While some doctors have raised 
alarms about the infection’s potential to 
inflict lasting organ damage, the popu-
lar perception of Covid-19 is that a small 
percentage of patients die and the rest 
recover.

But as the pandemic has stretched on, 
experts have begun to recognise that 
many Covid-19 patients – maybe even 
a majority – continue to grapple with a 
range of “post-viral” symptoms.

Some of these patients eventually 
get all the way back to normal, even if it 
takes a few weeks or months for that to 
happen.

But some don’t. And for those who 
have yet to fully recover, there’s a grow-
ing suspicion that the virus may act as a 
catalyst for a condition that is common-
ly, if a bit misleadingly, known as chronic 
fatigue syndrome.

“Prolonged fatigue as well as brain 
fog and other persistent symptoms 
have been reported in a lot of Covid-19 
patients,” says John Swartzberg, MD, an 
infectious disease expert and emeritus 
professor at the University of California, 
Berkeley.

He says that these post-viral symp-
toms are typical of chronic fatigue syn-
drome, an illness that also goes by the 
name myalgic encephalomyelitis and is 
often abbreviated ME/CFS.

“We know that in patients who devel-
op ME/CFS, it’s often triggered by a bad 
viral infection,” he says, adding: “And 
so there’s the thought that SARS-CoV-2 
could be a cause.”

The Journal of the American Medical 
Association ( JAMA) last month pub-
lished a report from Italy that found that 
the bulk of former Covid-19 patients 
– those who had been hospitalised, dis-
charged, and who no longer tested posi-
tive for the infection – continued to grap-
ple with health issues months after their 
ostensible recovery.

Among the 143 people interviewed 
for the report, only 18 were symptom-
free 60 days after their hospital dis-
charge. More than half of the people 
interviewed said that they still experi-

enced three or more symptoms, among 
which fatigue was the most common 
issue cited. During a recent press con-
ference, Anthony Fauci, MD, director of 
the US National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, talked about the 
potential long-term effects of Covid-19 
– and specifically whether people who 
develop the illness are at risk for chronic 
ailments.

Fauci said that many Covid-19 patients 
report health issues that are “highly sug-
gestive” of ME/CFS, elaborating: “If you 
look anecdotally, there is no question 
that there is a considerable number of 
individuals who have post-viral syn-
drome that . . . can incapacitate them for 
weeks and weeks following so-called re-
covery and clearing of the virus.”

He mentioned brain fog, fatigue and 
problems with concentration as some 
of the symptoms most often mentioned 
among recovering Covid-19 patients. 
Poor sleep, muscle pain, and depressive 
symptoms are some others.

“This is something we really need to 
seriously look at. There very well might 
be . . . a post-viral syndrome associated 
with Covid-19,” he said.

Doctors have long recognised that vi-
ral infections can act as catalysts for fa-
tigue, gut issues and other health prob-
lems that persist long after the infection 
itself has gone.

By Greg Mills

D
espite the example of neighbouring Zimbabwe’s eco-
nomic collapse over the past 25 years, Lungu was appar-
ently intent on his country relearning this maths lesson. 
And it will inevitably do so, at great economic and social 

cost, the responsibility for which Lungu’s government will habitually 
try to wriggle out of. 

Lungu needs a central bank governor who will not hesitate to 
print money.

Kalyalya, who holds a PhD from the University of Massachusetts 
(Amherst) in the US, had warned of the “serious stress” that Zambia’s 
economy was under even before Covid-19 struck. 

“‘Last year we had a growth of 1.9%… that’s quite low,” he warned. 
Zambia was now experiencing “a recession… accompanied by in-
flation… a bad mix because the prices are rising which means that 
whatever little income you have is not going to go around.” 

This month Kalyalya projected a 4.2% contraction in GDP, down 
on the earlier forecast of -2.6%. He warned there was as a result a 
need to adjust macroeconomic fundamentals and debt sustain-
ability to ensure economic stability. Credit to the private sector had 
nearly halved to 10.4% of GDP due to fears of high default rates. 

This would be the first Zambian recession in more than 20 years. 
But it has been some time in the making.

 By the late 1980s, declining copper growth and the redistributive 
policies of Kenneth Kaunda’s one-party rule had resulted in declin-
ing national income and cyclical crises. With Kaunda’s bundling out 
of office on the return to multiparty politics in 1991, Zambia began 
a long path to recovery. Under this new regime, the privatisation of 
state companies saw copper outputs increase threefold to pre-na-
tionalisation levels as fresh investment flowed in. 

Then arrived the Patriotic Front (PF) government of Michael Sata 
in 2011, succeeded on his death in 2014 by Lungu. The PF went on 
a foreign-debt-fuelled spending spree, the tally of which increased 
from under $500-million in 2005 to $11.7-billion today. 

Add in domestic debt and the figure is over $20-billion. 
Even before Covid, the PF was running out of other people’s mon-

ey to spend. Yet the PF needs to continue to do so, not least given the 
upcoming 2021 national election. To feed this habit, it needs to get 
rid of any obstacle to spending and printing more money.

As the dismissed governor intimates, now it is stuck in a bind be-
tween low growth, demand compression and declining copper pro-
duction, the latter a reflection of governance and policy concerns. 
The upset caused by the abrogation of long-standing development 
agreements with the mines has been compounded by the subse-
quent failure to pay back VAT claims, the government’s squeezing of 
investors including Vedanta’s Konkola Copper Mine and Glencore’s 
Mopani, serial changes in tax and royalty regimes, and the under-
standable reluctance of the big companies to reinvest.

Throw in a power deficit of 940MW against a peak demand of 
2,300MW with 8-10 hours of load shedding along with the threat of 
sovereign debt default, and Zambia is in a situation of radical uncer-

A 1987 report in the Journal of the Royal College of General 
Practitioners sketched the outlines of post-viral syndrome. “The 
syndrome typically follows an upper respiratory tract infection 
from which the sufferer fails to make a full recovery,” the author 
of that report wrote.

The “cardinal symptom” is profound muscle fatigue, but poor 
memory, lack of concentration, and sleep disturbances are also 
common characteristics, the report states.

While doctors first identified and documented cases of ME/
CFS more than 70 years ago, the disease was until recently con-
sidered “psychosomatic”, which some experts use as a polite eu-
phemism for “imagined”.

Fortunately, that has changed. “I think it’s now widely accepted 
that there is a condition that causes profound and chronic fatigue 
in patients, and it’s not a psychosomatic disease,” UC-Berkeley’s 
Swartzberg says, adding: “It seems to be common, but we don’t 
really know why it happens.”

To this day, few medical schools include ME/CFS in their cur-
riculum, and most doctors and medical professionals are not 
trained to identify and treat the disease.

“I would say that this is one of the most stigmatised illnesses,” 
says Leonard Jason, PhD, a professor of clinical psychology and 
an ME/CFS researcher at DePaul University in Chicago, adding: 
“There are few experts in this field, and everything about it is con-
troversial.”

Part of the problem, Jason says, is that there is currently no 
simple blood or lab test for ME/CFS. People who have it are usu-
ally diagnosed based on self-reported symptoms, although some 
recent work at Stanford University has identified potential bio-
markers of ME/CFS. 

The US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) esti-
mates that up to 2.5 million Americans have ME/CFS, but that 90 
per cent of those people have not been formally diagnosed.

One thing that experts do know is that ME/CFS often follows 

time banker,” said one corporate figure 
of the new governor, “but he’s got no 
more financial acumen than the teller at 
my local branch.”

Mvunga worked as a product special-
ist at a bank in Zambia around the same 
time that Kalyalya acted as an executive 
director at the World Bank. 

Former finance minister (and Deputy 
Central Bank Governor) Situ Musokot-
wane says that South Africa has every 
right to comment on the governor’s re-
moval. 

“‘Sovereignty is never absolute. One 
way or the other we are all linked to-
gether. SA is suffering from economic mi-
grants caused by regional governments 
messing up, and it is within its rights thus 
to comment when another risks doing 
the same. 

“There is a high possibility of a runa-
way currency now,” he said. “This will 
translate into inflation and lengthening 
queues for scarce goods and services. 
Mvunga,” he warns, “will likely quickly 
deplete forex reserves to please Lungu in 
defending a falling exchange rate whose 
cause remains unaddressed by the 
same government. Yet solving this kind 
of problem requires fresh minds and a 
fresh approach.”

The former minister questions why 
you would get rid of a man with years of 
experience in dealing with these issues, 
including debt relief, and replace him 
with one so obviously ill-equipped. 

The causes of the economic situation 
not only remain unaddressed, but rather 
exacerbated by these developments: a 
lack of confidence engendered by poor 
choices of the sort that led to a change of 
governorship.

 The dangers of declining governance 
are moot. Runaway inflation, declin-
ing investor confidence, a reduction in 
export earnings, recession, shortages, 
social unrest… all of which can only ulti-
mately be remedied by political change. 

The absence of such change explains 
why Zimbabwe remains in crisis, and 
its prospect why there is still hope for 
Zambia.

			    Agencies 

tainty. 
To get out of it, Zambia has to restructure 

its debt, especially from China, which has 
seldom proven so generous. It needs an IMF 
deal, but the fund has so far been unwilling 
to bail out a country which will not reign in 
spending and where governance is routine-
ly trumped by politics.  

 In reaction to Kalyalya’s firing, the IMF 
said, “It is imperative that central banks’ op-
erational independence and credibility is 
maintained, particularly at this critical time 
when economic stability is threatened by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Without credible in-

stitutions and sound policies, sustained economic 
growth and much-needed improvements in living 
standards will not be possible.”

Now, with Lungu’s confidant Christopher 
Mvunga appointed to the governorship, will things 
change? Mvunga, a chartered accountant by pro-
fession, was the deputy secretary to the Cabinet 
before this promotion. 

Opposition leader Hakainde Hichilema says 
of Mvunga, “He does not have the depth of train-
ing, qualifications and experience in economics 
required to run the Zambia Central Bank. His in-
tegrity, credibility and personal character, is also 
questionable.”

He added: “With the IMF leaving us to 
sort out our own mess, the next likely 
group will be the creditors who will start 
demanding their pound of flesh. Then 
the kwacha will be in free fall.”

He argues that the reasons for Kaly-
alya’s dismissal centre on his refusal to 
print money for a PF spending spree pri-
or to the 2021 national election, in which 
HH (as Hichilema is known) will again 
compete. 

Others are still more forthright.  
 “He projects himself up as this big-

he believes it’s ultimately something to 
do with the brain: “It’s the master organ, 
and we’re doing some work with brain 
neurons where we’re seeing some signs 
of dysfunction.”

“We think the immune system has the 
hit from the infection, and then it does 
the structural damage to the brain,” he 
explains, adding that some of his recent 
work on college students who have had 
mono and then gone on to develop 
ME/CFS suggests that certain immune 
system factors could predict who is at 
greater risk for the illness. But he is em-
phatic that a lot more work needs to be 
done.

As far as treatments go, Jason says 
most are targeted at specific symptoms 
– not at relieving or curing the disease: 
“Sometimes it’s just helping people with 
pain management.”

For those who experience exhaustion 
following physical activity, there are 
calibrated “pacing” guidelines that can 
help them avoid over-exerting them-
selves and exacerbating their condi-
tion. There are also some experimental 
drugs, though none is yet approved for 
the treatment of ME/CFS.

The bottom line, Jason says, is that the 
medical community’s interest in post-vi-
ral syndrome and ME/CFS has, up until 
recently, been minuscule – though the 
novel coronavirus may change that.

“The field of ME/CFS has already 
changed dramatically in the last few 
months,” he says, adding: “Previously, 
there were quite a few people who 
would raise eyebrows, or patients who 
were treated pretty poorly.”

He says that now that so many people 
are developing ME/CFS-like symptoms 
in the wake of Covid-19 illness, most of 
the doubters have been silenced.

Solve ME/CFS Initiative’s Amitay says 
that it has never been more vital for 
the medical science community and its 
public and private patrons to invest in 
ME/CFS research than now.

“We have to study this now, because 
we believe this is a situation that will be-
come a crisis if we don’t pay attention to 
it,” he notes, adding: “We know what we 
know, but there’s a lot that we don’t.”

	 •	 A piece originally 
published in Elemental, a Medium 
publication about health and well-
ness. Markham Heid is a health and 
science writer.

a bout of infectious disease. “We know 
that 80 per cent of ME/CFS cases diag-
nosed in the past are attributed to some 
kind of infection, and typically it’s a viral 
infection,” says Oved Amitay, CEO of the 
nonprofit Solve ME/CFS Initiative.

He says that the Epstein-Barr virus, 
which causes mononucleosis (mono), 
is an established ME/CFS trigger. So are 
some of the older coronaviruses, includ-
ing SARS and MERS.

Amitay says that, from the very start 
of the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak, he and oth-
er members of his organisation expect-
ed to hear reports of debilitating fatigue 
and other ME/CFS symptoms. “Unfortu-
nately, none of this was surprising to us,” 
he notes.

How many people with Covid-19 
could go on to develop ME/CFS? Jason 
says that some older research suggests 
that a significant percentage of people 
who develop viral infections – “We think 
maybe 10 per cent, but it may be a larg-
er percentage” – still feel ill six months 
later. This six-month threshold is usu-
ally used to differentiate ME/CFS from 
the shorter-lived post-viral syndrome. 
But at this point, and especially when it 
comes to Covid-19, there are many more 
questions than answers.

As to what causes post-viral syndrome 
and ME/CFS, Jason says that there are 
theories, but no hard-and-fast answers. 
“Some think that remnants of a virus 
might still be in a person’s system caus-
ing problems,” he says.

While normal tests don’t reveal the 
continued presence of a virus, a compo-
nent of it may still be secreted away in 
the brain or body, doing harm. “There 
are others that think the immune sys-
tem gets revved up and does damage,” 
notes Jason.

The authors of a paper on post-viral 
syndrome among Covid-19 patients is-
sued earlier this year point out that the 
related SARS virus was known to cross 
the blood-brain barrier and trigger an 
improper inflammatory reaction that 
resembled the “disturbances” observed 
in ME-CFS patients.

They write that inflammation in the 
brain and hypothalamus could cause 
short-term symptoms like a fever and 
also longer-term symptoms like a dis-
turbed sleep-wake cycle, cognitive dys-
function and exhaustion.

Whatever is going wrong, Jason says 

Zambian President  Edgar Chagwa Lungu



Friday  28 August   2020	 	 11

news/ news features

By Adam Jones 

TECHNOLOGICAL advancement and in-
novation are rapidly transforming the digital 
payment ecosystem in Tanzania. Today, an 
interplay of fintech, mobile network opera-
tors, and traditional financial institutions are 
placing customized payment solutions in 
the hands of everyone through tools they al-
ready own, their mobile devices.

In 2013 there were about 23 million mobile 
telecom subscribers in Tanzania, according 
to data from the Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA). Today, the 
number has almost doubled to 44 million 
out of a population of 56 million with 83 per-
cent of people accessing the internet doing 
so through these same devices.

It’s not just the technology that matters 
– it’s about simplifying the everyday life of 
consumers and SMEs across different touch-
points. These innovations are most relevant 
today as the world prepares for a post COV-
ID-19 era making it imperative to ensure that 
people and businesses have access to the 
networks, tools, and solutions that can help 
them reach their potential as we all strive for 
a world where there is financial security for 
all.

Thankfully, the growing reach of mobile 
technology creates a tremendous opportu-
nity for the payments and technology indus-

tries in Africa to place these tools in more 
hands and help bring more people and busi-
nesses into the formal economy.

Leveraging our global payments capability, 
local innovation from our Lab for Financial 
Inclusion in Nairobi and partnerships with 
mobile network operators, fintech, banks, 
and governments, Mastercard has over the 
past two years introduced numerous solu-
tions which are transforming the digital pay-
ment ecosystem in Tanzania.

Three major ones have been the Mas-
tercard QR (quick response), which boosts 
touchless payments to merchants; Master-
card virtual card which enables consumers 
to participate in e-commerce locally and in-
ternationally, and our Mastercard Payment 
Gateway which enables online shopping at 
small and large domestic merchants.

Embedded in these three solutions are ca-
pabilities that simplify almost all payment 
touchpoints in the everyday life of consum-
ers and merchants. These touchpoints range 
from making payments in malls or neigh-
bourhood stores; to buying fuel; to support-
ing transit; to even eCommerce payments 
with local and global merchants. Each of 
these examples demonstrates how bring-
ing together key players to provide locally 
relevant solutions, is having a far-reaching 
impact in driving financial inclusion of con-
sumers and including them in the digital 

Having technological  
alongside innnovation 
advancement vital in  
transforming digital 
payment in Tanzania

African cardinal urges courage as COVID-19 adds to disasters
By Fredrick Nzwili

CARDINAL Philippe Oue-
draogo, president of the Sym-
posium of Episcopal Confer-
ences of Africa and Madagascar, 
has urged courage in Africa, 
as cases of COVID-19 increase 
amid adoption of containment 

measures and prayers to defeat 
the pandemic. The cardinal 
from Burkina Faso said across 
the continent, there were in-
creasing food shortages due 
to lockdown, loss of jobs and 
the destruction of small busi-
nesses. Before COVID-19, there 
already were floods, droughts, 

locust invasion and poor har-
vests — disasters that remain 
serious challenges, the leader 
said, in reference to a recent 
report by Caritas Internationa-
lis, the worldwide umbrella or-
ganization for Catholic chari-
ties.

“This situation has given rise to 

several questions and agitations. 
For those in the grip of anguish 
and misery, it is easy to conclude 
that God has abandoned us, and 
the pandemic is punishment for 
our sins, individual and commu-
nal,” Ouedraogo said in a state-
ment. 

“Amidst the current situation, 

we say ‘Courage brothers and 
sisters; do not give in to despair.’”

Each year on July 29, African 
bishops lead Catholics in cel-
ebrating the day the continental 
bishops’ organization, SECAM, 
was founded 51 years ago. Three 
days after its founding, St. Paul VI 
launched the organization at the 

cathedral in Kampala, Uganda.
The churches use the celebra-

tions to pray for the continent, 
the Christian faith, and for unity, 
communion and solidarity of 
the bishops, clergy, religious 
and laity. Ouedraogo said it was 
shameful and regrettable that 
not even COVID-19 had deterred 

violence and terrorism in some 
countries in Africa. “We continue 
to kill ourselves on a daily basis. 
We join our voice with the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, and other 
world leaders to call for an im-
mediate end to violence every-
where in Africa and the world,” 
he said.

economy.
Launched in East Africa in 2017, Mastercard 

QR has a consumer base of over 15 million in 
Tanzania alone. Today, the QR technology is 
accessed by consumers across key major tel-
ecom providers in the country, with TigoPesa 
and Airtel Money users able to pay for trans-
portation through this technology.

In addition, Mastercard’s partnership with 
Selcom, Tanzania’s leading fintech, has ena-
bled their consumers across banks and all the 
leading mobile network operators to accept 
Mastercard QR payments thereby adding over 

50,000 new merchants in two years.
Most importantly, this payment technology 

solution has extended acceptance infrastruc-
ture enabling MSMEs (micro, small and me-
dium enterprises) that could not afford PoS 
(point of sale) terminals, to now accept digital 
payments. These MSMEs can now benefit from 
being included in the financial ecosystem, cre-
ating for themselves distinct financial records 
needed for securing credit facilities for the 
growth and expansion of their businesses. The 
widespread availability and convenience of 
this touch-free technology has driven uptake 

By Special Correspondent

THE kidneys of deceased HIV-positive donors 
can be safely transplanted into people living with 
HIV who have end-stage kidney disease, investi-
gators report in the American Journal of Trans-
plantation. Outcomes were every bit as good as 
those observed in people with HIV whose kidney 
donor was HIV-negative.

“We report the first results of HIV-positive do-
nor to HIV-positive recipient kidney transplanta-
tion in the United States, and directly compare 
outcomes in HIV-positive recipients of HIV-nega-
tive donor kidneys to evaluable attributable risk 
of HIV-positive donors,” write the authors. 

“Overall patients and graft [transplanted or-
gan] survival were excellent and comparable, 
without evidence of increased serious adverse 
events of HIV-related complications such as 
breakthrough viremia, infectious hospitaliza-
tions, or opportunistic infections.”

However, there was some evidence that kid-
neys from HIV-positive donors were more likely 
to be rejected, a finding that is worth following 
up in further research, say the authors.

An increasing number of people living with 
HIV have end-stage kidney disease and are in 
need of a kidney transplant. Pioneering research 
in South Africa showed that it was possible for 
the kidneys of HIV-positive donors to be success-
fully transplanted into HIV-positive recipients. In 
2013 the United States Congress passed the HIV 
Organ Policy Equality (HOPE) Act, making simi-
lar transplants possible in the US within the con-
text of research.

Dr Christine Durand and her co-investigators 
from the Hope in Action project wanted to get 
a clearer understanding of outcomes among in-
dividuals with HIV who received a kidney of an 
HIV-positive donor. They also wished to expand 
the existing research base by comparing these 
outcomes with those of  HIV-positive kidney 
transplant patients who had an HIV-negative do-
nor.

The study involved 75 people with HIV who 
received a kidney from a deceased donor be-
tween 2016 and 2019. In 25 cases, the donor was 
another person with HIV. The research involved 

people who received care at 14 treatment cen-
tres across the US. Outcomes analysed in the re-
search were overall survival, transplant failure, 
risk of infections and rebound in HIV viral load.

Find out more in our About HIV pages
The median age of the transplant recipients 

was 51 years, 71% were male, 85% were African 
American and 23% were co-infected with hepa-
titis C virus. All were taking antiretrovirals and 
had an undetectable viral load. Average CD4 
cell count was over 500 suggesting excellent 
immune competence. None had a current op-
portunistic infection, but 16% had had one in the 
past. All were cancer free.

The most common cause of kidney failure 
was high blood pressure (36%) followed by HIV-
associated kidney disease (29%). As regards post-
transplant induction therapy, 64% received basi-
liximab and 33% antithymocyte globulin.

There were 57 donors, all deceased. Fif-
teen were HIV positive, nine of whom were on 
antiretrovirals at the time of death and five had a 
viral load below 400. The other six HIV-positive 
donors (five of whom were previously undiag-
nosed) had a median viral load of over 183,000.  
Their median age was 30 years.

More news from United States
The median period of post-transplant follow-

up was 1.4 years for individuals with an HIV-pos-
itive donor and 1.8 years for individuals with an 
HIV-negative donor. Both groups had 100% sur-
vival during the follow-up period.

Delayed graft function – acute kidney injury re-
quiring dialysis in the first week after transplant – 
was more likely among the recipients of kidneys of 
HIV-negative donors than those receiving a kidney 
from an HIV-positive donor (42% vs 12%, p = 0.01). 
The one-year graft survival rate was excellent in 
both groups (91% vs 92%). There were only seven 
transplant failures, two of which involved kidneys 
from an HIV-positive donor. Causes of graft failure 
included thrombosis (two cases) and rejection 
(four cases). The risk of transplant failure was com-
parable between the two donor groups.

“Outcomes were every bit as good as those ob-
served in people with HIV whose kidney donor 
was HIV-negative.”

Kidney transplant between people 
with HIV is safe, investigators say 

of the solution resulting in millions of transac-
tions monthly.

Launched in 2018, mobile devices boosted 
by the virtual card solution are today a popular 
tool for e-commerce in Africa. This solution has 
enabled people without bank accounts to pur-
chase items quicker, safer, and more conveni-
ently both domestically and across internation-
al borders. Airtel Money and M-Pesa customers 
in Tanzania are enabled to use this solution, 
transforming the way they shop across multiple 
platforms.

In a broader partnership with Airtel Africa, 
over 100 million mobile phone users across 14 
African countries will also soon be able to access 
Mastercard’s global network through virtual 
cards and QR payments.

Lastly, our Mastercard Payment Gateway Ser-
vices provides partners a way to easily and se-
curely accept a wide range of digital payment 
methods from all over the world. In 2018, we 
collaborated with the Direct Pay Online Group 
(DPO) to enable more than 40,000 African mer-
chants to accept Mastercard payments, connect-
ing more people and businesses to the global 
economy. Earlier this year, this same technol-
ogy was used by DPO Group to help merchants 
across Africa to swiftly move their businesses 
online and continue to trade with their custom-
ers during the pandemic.

For us at Mastercard, these strategic partner-
ships in Tanzania and East Africa contribute 
to helping us fulfill our commitment to bring 
a total of 1 billion people and 50 million micro 
and small businesses into the digital economy 
by 2025. As part of this effort, there will be a 
direct focus on providing 25 million women en-
trepreneurs with solutions that can help them 
grow their businesses. We continue to co-create 
locally relevant solutions with mobile network 
operators, fintech, banks, governments, and 
other strategic partners that cater to the needs 
of people in Africa.

By scaling simple and locally relevant digital 
solutions, building stronger payment platforms, 
and improving financial literacy, we drive effi-
ciencies for our partners and extend acceptance 
infrastructure to even the smallest businesses, 
bringing us closer to a world beyond cash.

 Adam Jones (pictured) is the Area Busi-
ness Head East Africa at Mastercard

Rejection occurred in 44% of the HIV-posi-
tive donor group and 32% of the HIV-negative 
donor group. Most (81%) had a single episode 
of rejection. The one-year rejection rate was 
higher among those with an HIV-positive donor 
than those with an HIV-negative donor (50% vs 
29%). While this difference was not statistically 
significant, the investigators believe the finding 
is worthy of further research. Type of antiretro-
viral therapy was not associated with the risk of 
rejection.

Kidney function one year after transplant 

was comparable between the two groups (HIV-
positive vs HIV-negative donor = eGFR 63ml/
min vs 57 ml/min). Also comparable were rates 
of serious adverse events (1.1 per person year in 
both groups), infections requiring hospitalisa-
tion (28% vs 26%) and opportunistic infections 
(16% vs 12%).

Viral load rebounded in four cases, but not 
because of HIV superinfection (acquisition of 
a second strain of HIV). Each case was due to 
antiretrovirals being interrupted because of in-
surance difficulties. In each case, viral load fell 

back below the limit of detection once antiret-
rovirals were restarted.

“In this multicentre, real-world observational 
pilot study, we found that HIV donor-positive/
recipient-positive kidney transplantation was 
safe and feasible and associated with excellent 
short-term patient survival and graft survival,” 
conclude Dr Durand and her colleagues. 
“This unique donor source has the potential 
to mitigate disparities for a vulnerable popu-
lation that faces lower access to transplant 
and higher waitlist mortality.”
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an administration 
one less than ten 
insect infests human hair 
keep away from somebody 
no longer young 
express sorrow
the offspring of a male donkey 
and a female horse 
things unacceptable
a person appointed to select a 
team in a sport
First man 
the possibility of suffering 
injury or harm
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a list of dishes in a restaurant
magical power in Maori
a state of feeling 
lie in a sheltered position 
at any time
to heed 
enticed into sexual activity
to tell someone firmly
oedema 
a faintly blue gas obtained by 
the silent discharge of
 electricity in air 
not happy 
a boy
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‘Study and 
implement 
Xi Jinping 
thought on 
diplomacy’
By Wang Yi

G
reat eras produce great 
ideas. This has been true 
throughout human his-
tory. Since the 18th National 

Congress of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC), socialism with Chinese 
characteristics has proudly entered a 
new era. The Chinese nation, which 
had endured so much in the past, has 
achieved a tremendous transforma-
tion: it has stood up, grown prosper-
ous and is now becoming strong. Chi-
na has never been so close to fulfilling 
the Chinese dream of national rejuve-
nation and never been so close to the 
center of the world stage. 

At the same time, the world is go-
ing through complex and profound 
changes unseen in a century. With the 
foresight of a great strategic thinker 
and a keen appreciation of the laws 
of human society, General Secretary 
Xi Jinping has made a comprehensive 
assessment of the trajectory of the in-
ternational situation and the historical 
juncture in which China finds itself, 
and put forward a series of new ideas, 
new propositions and new initiatives 
with distinctive Chinese features, 
which reflect the call of our times and 
lead the trend of human progress. He 
has given clear answers to a series of 
key questions in theory and practice, 
namely, what kind of world and what 
type of international relations China 
should promote; what kind of foreign 
policy best serves China, and how Chi-
na is to conduct diplomacy in the new 
era. Xi Jinping Thought on Socialist Di-
plomacy with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era, or Xi Jinping Thought 
on Diplomacy for short, has thus been 
formed and established, pointing the 
direction and providing fundamental 
guidance for China’s foreign policy in 
the new era.

Great ideas, once produced, will in 
turn drive the progress of the times. 
In recent years, under the strong lead-
ership of the CPC Central Committee 
and the personal attention of General 
Secretary Xi Jinping, we in the Chinese 
diplomatic service have followed the 

guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Di-
plomacy, and taken pioneering steps 
to meet challenges head on. As a re-
sult, we have made historic achieve-
ments, and opened up a new situation.

- We are actively building a global 
network of partnerships to advance 
China’s diplomatic agenda in a com-
prehensive, multilevel, multifaceted 
way, making friends across the world;

- We are proactively advancing Belt 
and Road cooperation, making it the 
world’s biggest platform for interna-
tional cooperation, pursuing shared 
benefits through consultation and 
cooperation, and promoting mutual 
benefit and common development 
with our Belt and Road partners; 

- We are spearheading the reform of 
the global governance system, mak-
ing globalization more inclusive and 
beneficial for all and the international 
order fairer and more equitable; and

- We are making every effort to sup-
port international cooperation against 
COVID-19, promoting the vision of 
building a global community of health 
for all, and fulfilling our share of re-
sponsibility in fighting this scourge.

Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy is 
a momentous achievement of epoch-
making significance in the develop-
ment of China’s diplomatic theories 
since 1949. It is an important system 
of thought that is scientific, up to date, 
advanced and action-oriented. We 
must study it conscientiously and un-
derstand it fully. 

First, Xi Jinping Thought on Di-
plomacy is an integral component 
of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era. As diplomacy is the comprehen-
sive manifestation of the will of the 
state, China’s diplomatic work is an 
integral part of our cause of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics. 

The CPC Central Committee with 
Comrade Xi Jinping at its core attaches 
great importance to China’s foreign re-
lations, and takes them as part of the 
overarching strategy to rejuvenate the 
Chinese nation. Keeping in mind both 

to understand it fully and apply it ef-
fectively. In conducting China’s diplo-
macy, all of us must study Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy, which is an 
important political task requiring 
sustained and unrelenting effort. The 
establishment of the Studies Centre 
provides an opportunity to deepen 
our understanding of the core tenets, 
essence, rich substance and imple-
mentation requirements of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy and fully ap-
preciate its great relevance, and theo-
retical, practical and international 
significance. Efforts to gain a deeper 
understanding must be combined 
with studying Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteris-
tics for a New Era; with studying Marx-
ism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, 
Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of 
Three Represents and the Scientific 
Outlook on Development; and with 
studying the history of the Party, of 
New China, of China’s reform and 
opening-up and of socialism. 

We need to conduct active in-
ternational exchanges to better 
inform other countries and peo-
ples of the world of the scientific 
and advanced nature of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy. Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy is of interna-
tional significance. It is particularly 
relevant for addressing the global 
challenges facing our world. It is gain-
ing growing attention and influence 
worldwide. We need to reach out to 
foreign governments, political parties, 
think tanks and media, and organize 
more international dialogue and ex-
changes both in China and abroad to 
help other countries gain a full, accu-
rate and in-depth understanding of Xi 
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy. Such 
dialogue and exchanges create op-
portunities to communicate China’s 
important visions and ideas such as 
building a community with a shared 
future for mankind and building a 
new type of international relations, so 
that greater international consensus 
can be forged. We must also learn to 
apply Xi Jinping Thought on Diploma-
cy to our efforts in presenting China’s 
stories, visions and proposals interna-
tionally to enhance such efforts and 
increase China’s influence and ability 
to inspire.

We need to fully apply and follow 
the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought 
on Diplomacy in conducting major-
country diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics. Actions and practice 
must be guided by ideas and theories. 
We need to combine study, reflection 
and application, and align our knowl-
edge, conviction and action with Xi 
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy, which 
comes from practice and in turn 
guides our diplomatic practice. We 
need to keep strictly in line with the 
CPC Central Committee in terms of 
our thinking, political orientation and 
action, and firmly implement General 
Secretary Xi Jinping’s diplomatic deci-
sions and guidelines. We must equip 
ourselves with the latest theories of 
Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy to 
enhance the development of theories 
and institutions, and the building of ca-
pacities and law-based governance for 
supporting major-country diplomacy 
with Chinese characteristics. We must 
work hard to further modernize the 
system of governance and capacity for 
the conduct of Chinese foreign policy, 
offer intellectual support for address-
ing key diplomatic issues and challeng-
es, and provide inexhaustible strength 
to break new ground in China’s major-
country diplomacy.

Great vision leads the way forward; 
hard work makes dreams come true. 
In this momentous new era, let us rally 
more closely around the CPC Central 
Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at 
its core, strengthen our consciousness 
of the need to maintain political integ-
rity, think in big-picture terms, follow 
the leadership core and keep in align-
ment with the central Party leadership. 
Let us foster stronger confidence in the 
path, theories, system, and culture of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics. 
Let us firmly uphold General Secretary 
Xi Jinping’s core position in both the 
Party Central Committee and the Party 
as a whole and the Central Commit-
tee’s authority and centralized, unified 
leadership. By gaining a deep under-
standing and fully applying Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy, we will be able 
to break new ground in major-country 
diplomacy with Chinese characteris-
tics, and make greater contributions 
to national rejuvenation and human 
progress!

The writer is State Councillor and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

China

major global changes and the reality 
of China entering a new era, the CPC 
Central Committee has made top-level 
planning and strategic blueprint for 
advancing major-country diplomacy 
with Chinese characteristics. 

Two key Chinese initiatives, China’s 
call for building a community with a 
shared future for mankind and forging 
a new type of international relations, 
both being core tenets of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy, have been 
incorporated into the “eight clarifica-
tions” and “fourteen commitments” 
under the Xi Jinping Thought on So-
cialism with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era. Leadership of the CPC is 
the defining feature of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics and the great-
est political strength of China’s for-
eign policy. Hence, strengthening the 
centralized, unified leadership and 
coordination of the CPC over exter-
nal affairs provides the fundamental 
political underpinning for continued 
success of China’s diplomatic work. Xi 
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy repre-
sents a more in-depth understanding 
of the conduct of China’s major-coun-
try diplomacy, and reflects the CPC 
Central Committee’s governance phi-
losophy on the diplomatic front.

Second, Xi Jinping Thought on 
Diplomacy encapsulates the latest 
achievement of Marxism on the dip-
lomatic front in the 21st century. As 
Friedrich Engels noted, “His [Marx’s] 
way of viewing things is not a doctrine 
but a method.” Following historical 
and dialectical materialism, Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy applies the 
Marxist stand, viewpoint and method 
in a scientific manner, and seeks to 
combine theory with practice, theory 
of knowledge with methodology. 

Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy 
bases itself on a keen understanding 
of global developments and a thor-
ough review of China’s interactions 
with the rest of the world. It grasped 
the workings of globalization and 
global governance by following the 
Marxist tradition of analyzing the dy-
namics between the productive forces 

and the relations of production, and 
between the economic base and the 
superstructure. Adhering to the peo-
ple-centered value of Marxism and the 
principle of seeking truth from facts, 
the living soul of Marxism, Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy has applied 
the basic tenets of Marxism to the 
practice of major-country diplomacy 
with Chinese characteristics, and de-
veloped a series of creative thoughts 
and views that have enriched and 
taken forward Marxist theories on 
international relations, thus realizing 
a historic breakthrough in adapting 
Marxism to the Chinese context in the 
diplomatic arena.

Third, Xi Jinping Thought on Di-
plomacy carries forward and el-
evates the fine tradition of the Chi-
nese culture. Xi Jinping Thought on 
Diplomacy embodies a creative trans-
formation and development of tradi-
tional Chinese values by drawing ex-
tensively from the Chinese culture and 
enriching it with a new spirit of the 
times and a commitment to human 
progress. China’s proposal of building 
a community with a shared future for 
mankind epitomizes long-cherished 
Chinese vision of promoting “com-
mon good” and “universal peace”. 

In developing China’s neighborhood 
diplomacy, traditional values of good 
neighborliness, benevolence, empa-
thy and non-aggression have been 
incorporated. In the call for global 
governance reform, time-honored 
wisdoms of unity in adversity and 
harmony among all nations have been 
drawn. In the course of building global 
partnerships, the philosophy of advo-
cating harmony without conformity 
and helping others to succeed while 
seeking one’s own success has been 
followed. In advocating the concept of 
greater good, the moral commitment 
of advancing shared interests with just 
positions and helping those in difficul-
ty and in need is upheld. 

As an innovative effort to renew the 
spirit of the ancient Silk Road, General 
Secretary Xi Jinping put forward the 
momentous initiative of developing 
the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 
21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The 
initiative aims to turn the Silk Road, a 
fruit of human civilization, into a new 
type of public good for international 
cooperation and common develop-
ment, and has gained growing sup-
port and endorsement from countries 
around the world.

Fourth, Xi Jinping Thought on 
Diplomacy carries forward and 
further develops the diplomatic 
theories of New China. Building on 
the diplomatic thoughts of succes-
sive generations of leaderships after 
the founding of New China, Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy has further el-
evated and enriched the system of dip-
lomatic theories of New China.

Imbuing China’s foreign policy 
with the spirit of the times, Xi Jinping 
Thought on Diplomacy raised China’s 
long-established philosophies on for-
eign relations including the independ-
ent foreign policy of peace, the Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence 
and a new international political and 
economic order to a new historical 
level, aiming at a community with a 
shared future for mankind, a new type 
of international relations, and reform 
of the global governance system.

Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy 

carries forward China’s policies and 
propositions toward the neighboring 
region and Africa, and put forward im-
portant principles of “amity, sincerity, 
mutual benefit and inclusiveness” and 
“sincerity, real results, amity and good 
faith”, lending fresh impetus to China’s 
relations with countries and regions 
concerned.

Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy 
upholds China’s just position pursued 
since 1949 of opposing colonialism, 
hegemonism and power politics, lays 
out red lines on major issues involving 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
and informs a series of decisive ac-
tions to safeguard China’s legitimate 
rights, core interests and national dig-
nity.

Fifth, Xi Jinping Thought on Di-
plomacy improves on and tran-
scends traditional theories of inter-
national relations. In recent years, 
the traditional theories are increas-
ingly unable to explain the contempo-
rary world, and notions such as “might 
makes right” and “zero-sum game” are 
no longer compatible with the trend of 
the times.

Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy 
puts the development of China in the 
global context, and aligns the inter-
ests of the Chinese people with the 
common, fundamental interests of 
people across the world. It envisions 
a community with a shared future for 
mankind, and an open, inclusive, clean 
and beautiful world with lasting peace, 
universal security and common pros-
perity, and calls for a new type of in-
ternational relations featuring mutual 
respect, fairness, justice and win-win 
cooperation. It rises above national 
and regional parochialism, transcends 
the traditional realist theory of inter-
national relations, and takes the moral 
high ground by focusing on the pro-
gress of humanity. 

The new visions proposed by Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping on global gov-
ernance, security, development, civi-
lization, and the relationship between 
the greater good and one’s own inter-
ests respond to the universal aspiration 
of all countries for development and 
progress. Embodying the shared values 
of mankind as well as distinct Chinese 
features, they capture the greatest com-
mon denominator among people of all 
nations in aspiring to a better world.

The world has continued to change 
in profound ways. As COVID-19 rages 
on, the health of people around the 
world is under grave threat, economic 
globalization faces unprecedented 
headwinds, and the world economy 
is plunged into deep recession. Unilat-
eralism, protectionism and bullyism 
are resurging. Deficits in governance, 
trust, peace and development are wid-
ening further.

To navigate this highly uncertain 
world, we must take fundamental 
guidance from Xi Jinping Thought on 
Diplomacy for all our work, stay fo-
cused amid the turbulence and seize 
opportunities from the changes in 
order to usher in a new stage of ma-
jor-country diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics. To this end, we must 
undertake the following.

We need to step up research and 
gain a deep and solid understand-
ing of the tenets and essence of Xi 
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy. Xi 
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy is a 
well-conceived system of profound 
theories. It requires time and effort 

Chinese President Xi Jinping
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 By Francis Kajubi

STRICT measures being taken by 
the government and appreciation 
of gold prices at world market has 
boosted revenue earned by the 

country from minerals by 37.7 percent.
Bank of Tanzania has said in its latest 

Consolidated Zonal Economic report 
released last week that revenue in-
creased to 1.28trn/- during the second 
quarter of the year compared to earn-
ings during a corresponding quarter in 
2019 when only 932.54bn/- was raised.

The report stated that in general all 
zones with mining activities recorded 
increases in value, except Northern 
Zone that performed poorly.  “The im-
provement was registered particularly 
in gemstones, salt and gold; with the 
growth in the value of gold being influ-
enced by a rise in global prices follow-
ing an increase in demand for gold as 
a safe haven asset for investors in the 
wake of outbreak of COVID-19” the re-
port said.

The Lake Zone accounted for the 
largest share with 83.3 percent of the 
total value of minerals extracted worth 
1.07trn/-, followed by the Southern 
Highlands Zone with 10 percent worth 
128bn/-. The Northern Zone registered 
meagre value of 18.4bn/- or an equiva-
lent of 1.4 percent of the total value.

The BoT CZE report further added 
that mining has been flourishing ever 
since the government endorsed a new 
controlling system of trading the pre-
cious metals by opening mineral cent-

Thermal power plant 
in Mozambique sees  
15 million euro profit

Australian miner gets 
funds pledge for Tajiri, 
Fungoni sand mines

An artist’s impression of Fungoni Mine. 

 MAPUTO 

Ressano Garcia Thermal Power Plant (CTRG), the 
largest Mozambican plant, recorded a net profit of 1.3 
billion meticais (€15.4 million) in 2019, the first since 
the company’s creation five years ago, the company 
said.

Speaking on Wednesday at a press conference, 
CTRG’s commercial and contracts director, Estevão 
Mussuei, said the revenues the firm achieved last year 
represent a 362% growth compared to 2018. Estevão 
Mussuei said that revenues reached 7 billion meticais 
(€83.1 million) and operating profit reached 2.9 
billion meticais (€34.4 million) in 2019.

The exponential increase in the company’s 
earnings was because the first five years of existence 
were marked by large capital investments, said 
Mussuei. “In total, CTRG has invested $285 million 
[€241.2 million] in infrastructure and equipment to 
date,” he added.

Mussuei said the company pays an average of 900 
million meticais (€10.6 million) in direct taxes to the 
Mozambican state annually. “The company’s financial 
solidity has also generated a margin for investments 
in the modernization of its activity, maintenance 
and repair of its technology park and equipment,” 
Mussuei stressed.

Located in Ressano Garcia, Maputo province, CTRG 
has an installed capacity to produce 175 megawatts 
of energy generated from natural gas produced at the 
Pande and Temane gas fields in Inhambane province.

The company is 51% owned by the public company 
Electricidade de Moçambique (EDM) and 49% by 
the South African petrochemical company Sasol. In 
Mozambique, natural gas thermal power plants are 
the second-largest source of electricity generated 
in the country, holding a 17% share, while the 
hydroelectric system accounts for 80% of production.

 By Property Watch Reporter

AUSTRALIAN based Strand-
line Resources has received com-
mitments for U$18.5m in share 
placement proceeds that will be 
primarily used to accelerate the 
development of Coburn Mine in 
Australia and Fungoni Mine in Dar 
es Salaam.

In a recent statement, the Aus-
tralian Stock Exchange listed com-
pany said the cash will be used to 
advance early works development 
activities, while finalising project 
financing of Strandline’s Coburn 

mineral sands project in Western 
Australia as well as general work-
ing capital across its portfolio of 
projects including the advanced 
Fungoni and Tajiri mineral sands 
projects.

In  particular,  the  proceeds  will  
fund front-end  detailed  design  
and  procurement  of  long-lead  
items,  site establishment and early 
construction works at Coburn. The 
placement was well supported by 
both existing and new institutional 
and sophisticated investors, the 
statement noted. 

Commenting on the progress 

made, Strandline Managing Direc-
tor, Luke Graham said the strong 
demand, led by institutional inves-
tors, reflects the quality of the com-
pany’s mineral sands projects and 
enables it to continue to unlock the 
value of Coburn.”

“Coburn is a world-scale project 
with outstanding forecast financial 
returns in a Tier-1 location,” Gra-
ham said adding that the raising 
means that now the company has 
U$23m cash, which will enable it 
to undertake detailed design work 
and procure long-lead items, en-
suring that the project remains on 

ers in every region of the country. 
However, the government has 
already enforced regulations that 
defend small scale miners from 
being swindled by thieving min-
eral dealers.

Meanwhile the report stated 
that the value of selected manu-

factured commodities grew by 
6.7 percent to 2.34trn/- compared 
with 2.20trn/- during the period. 
“The increase was registered in 
the South Eastern and Central 
Zones, partly associated with 
availability of adequate raw ma-
terials and expansion of market 

outreach,” the report stated. 
“The Dar es Salaam Zone ac-

counted for the largest share of 
the total value of manufactured 
goods at 52.2 percent, while the 
Central Zone had the least share 
of 3.6 percent,” the BoT report 
added.

The South Eastern Zone regis-
tered 463.2bn/- while the Central 
Zone registered only 84bn/- in 
value of manufactured goods 
during the period. Dar es Salaam 
led the pack with a 1.22trn/- worth 
of merchandise while Northern 
Zone came second with 293bn/-.

A wall fencing at Mererani tanzanite mines built by the government over two year ago to curb smuggling of the gem.  

Stringent mining control measures 
enhance revenue by over 37 per cent

track to capitalise on the emerging demand 
for mineral sands.

”Strandline is making rapid progress in its 
strategy to develop Coburn, with the North-
ern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF) 
recently deciding to provide a A$150m loan 
facility for the project,” he noted. 

The company further stated that zircon-
rich Fungoni Project which is in the outskirts 
of Dar es Salaam’s southern coast, is the most 

advanced Tanzanian based development 
with product offtakes secured and final pro-
ject approvals progressing.

“In April 2020, Strandline and Nedbank 
signed a US$26m Project Finance Facility 
Agreement to part fund the project develop-
ment of Fungoni,” the company added not-
ing that the Australian company holds 2,000 
square kilometres of highly-prospective ten-
ure along the coast of the country. 

The Tajiri mines which are located in 
south eastern Tanga region are likely to grow 
further over time with resources remaining 
open and analysis of assays from drilling at 
nearby Sakura produced strong results, with 
evaluation continuing, Strandline noted. The 
company also owns Bagamoyo Project in 
Coast Region and Sudi Project in Mtwara in 
a joint venture with mining giant, Rio Tinto.

 DURBAN 

Further commenting on this 
achievement, Ramsay Rankoussi, 
vice president, development, Africa & 
Turkey, Radisson Hotel Group, stated: 
“Our growth has been well balanced 
between green field projects and 
strategic take-overs of existing hotels. 

We aim to further accelerate our 
presence across the continent through 
conversions, especially as liquidity 
remains a critical challenge. We have 
revisited our brand architecture to 
enable us to quickly integrate existing 
hotels to our network.

“This strategy will be reinforced as 
our brands continue to demonstrate 
a better value proposition to our 
owners. Following our revised 
strategy, we believe we are now 
geared in providing solutions to the 
investment community for every type 
of asset, every segment and at every 

stage – from funding, to construction 
and repositioning.”

The six new hotels include:
Radisson Collection Hotel Bamako, 

Mali Scheduled to open within the next 
six months following a re-branding, 
the hotel introduces Radisson Hotel 
Group’s lifestyle brand to Africa, as the 
first Radisson Collection hotel to open 
in the continent.

The 200-room affordable luxury 
hotel will dining experiences across 
its five food and beverage outlets, 
from an all-day dining restaurant and 
a specialty restaurant to a café, a bar 
and an executive lounge.

The hotel also offers an expansive 
1,200sqm meeting and events area 
consisting of a ballroom and seven 
conference rooms. Guests can stay fit 
in the hotel’s fully equipped gym or 
unwind within the spa or alongside 
the pool. With the introduction of 
Radisson Collection in the city, the 

Radisson adds six new hotels to Africa portfolio

Park Inn by Radisson Durban International Airport DUBE, South Africa.

existing Radisson Blu Hotel, 
Bamako is expected to commence 
a full renovation programme 
towards year end.

Radisson Blu Hotel Abuja City 
Centre, Nigeria

The Radisson Blu Hotel Abuja 
City Centre, scheduled to open 
in 2024, is the Group’s first hotel 
in the city, complementing the 
existing nine hotels in operation 
and under development in 

Nigeria.
Located in the heart of the cen-

tral business district of Nigeria’s 
Federal Capital, the 258-room 
hotel will boast five different food 
and beverage outlets from a spe-

cialty restaurant and all-day-
dining restaurant to a Lobby 
Bar & Café, a pool terrace 
and a business class lounge. 
The leisure facilities will in-
clude a 555sqm wellness spa, 
a gym and a swimming pool 
to maintain guest’s wellness.

Radisson Hotel & Conven-
tion Centre Johannesburg, 
O.R. Tambo

Scheduled to open before 
year end, the hotel will in-
troduce the Group’s upscale 
Radisson brand to Johannes-
burg. Located on a private 
estate in Bredell, Kempton 
Park, the hotel has easy ac-
cess to major highways join-
ing Johannesburg and Pre-
toria and is approximately 
10 minutes’ drive away from 
O.R Tambo International 
Airport, Africa’s biggest and 

busiest airport, facilitating 
over 21 million passengers in 
2018. The newly built hotel 
will offer an array of dining 
options, including four res-
taurants, three bars an enter-
tainment deck and an execu-
tive lounge.

The hotels 289 modern 
and timelessly designed 
rooms comprise of 248 which 
are newly built and 41 which 
have been converted from 
an existing hotel. In addition, 
it has a large MICE facility, 
which includes a significant 
conference centre with a 
1,260-seater auditorium and 
five conference rooms. The 
leisure facilities will include a 
gym, spa & wellness centre as 
well as three outdoor pools.
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 By Property Watch Reporter

AS Africa and the whole 
world are navigating 
the novel coronavirus 
outbreak, a major spotlight 
has been on the availability 

of water to all, considering that the 
liquid is not only vital for all known 
forms of life but it now serves as 
a critical and essential element in 
combating the virus. 

During these life-threatening 
times, health experts have touted 
hygiene as being the single most 
important requirement that will 
save humanity against an imminent 
apocalypse wrought by the viral 
disease. 

Besides other equally important 
requirements such as strict 
adherence to laid-down health 
guidelines and protocols such as 
the use of personal preventive 
equipment (PPEs), frequent hand-
washing with soap, water remains 
the most crucial, yet simple-to-apply 
preventive measure.

In the recent past, the government, 
organizations and other players at 
all levels, have been working hard to 
end what has been labelled in some 
quarters as ‘water crisis’-in order to 
ensure that clean and safe water is 
available to everybody especially in 
rural areas.  

To supplement government’s 
efforts to provide clean safe water 
to the public, Serengeti Breweries 
Limited has been providing the 
missing link by investing in water 
projects that are now supplying 
clean and safe water to millions of 
Tanzanians. 

Since 2010 to date, SBL in 
partnership with WaterAid and 

State now seeks 
handing over of 
Galana Kulalu to 
private investors

 NAIROBI

Agriculture Cabinet Secretary Peter Munya has 
said the Galana Kulalu Irrigation scheme is now 
ready for opening up to private investors for large 
scale production, becoming the latest high ranking 
government official to endorse the project. Mr Munya 
said that he was so far impressed with the progress of 
the work done at the scheme in the first phase of the 
model farm, which was to cover 10,000 acres.

“The project is now ready for the next phase 
of opening it up to private investors after having 
successfully realised the objectives of the pilot 
phase as the government strives to achieve the Big4 
agenda targets,” said Mr Munya. Mr Munya said the 
government will not engage in the business of farming 
and that the project will be left in the hands of private 
entities.

Mr Munya’s remarks comes at a time when the 
National Development Implementation Technical 
Committee (NDITC) chaired by Interior Principal 
Secretary Karanja Kibicho is to present a report to the 
Cabinet committee on the viability of the project.

“We are happy with what we have seen here and 
we shall be making a report to the Cabinet committee 
so that Galana Project can get the Sh600 million that 
they have requested in to complete the model firm,” 
said Dr Kibicho last month.

Galana project has faced a number of challenges 
that has seen it lag the initial timelines. The National 
Irrigation Authority that is in charge of the project, 
fell out with the Israel contractor Green Arava over 
payments leading to the termination of its contract. 
The latest endorsement of a project that has widely 
been labelled as a failure, comes three months after 
the parliamentary committee on water said it would 
approve more funds for the project.

Galana project was supposed to have been opened 
up for large scale production by now as the model 
farm, which is a demonstration block that covers 
10,000 acres was to be completed by 2018. About 
7,000 acres have been cultivated to date with 3,000 
acres put under crop last year.

Beer brewer’s clean water project benefits Orascom 
Construction 
reports drop 
in second-
quarter 
profit amid 
coronavirus 
pandemic
 CAIRO

Egypt-based Orascom 
Construction reported a 69 per 
cent drop in net profit during 
the second-quarter of 2020 
during what chief executive 
Osama Bishai described as 
“a challenging environment 
impacted by Covid-19.”

Net profit attributable to 
shareholders for the three 
months ending June 30 declined 
to $9.8 million the company said 
in a statement on Wednesday. 
Revenue was largely flat at 
$791.2m, which indicated “a 
healthy rate of execution” 
despite the pandemic, Mr Bishai 
said.

“While we saw some 
pressure on gross margins in 
the second-quarter of 2020, 
particularly more pronounced 
in May during a nationwide 
slowdown in Egypt, we maintain 
our focus on important elements 
of our business such as project 
controls, cost optimisation and 
cash flow,” he added.

Profits in the second quarter 
were also affected by losses at 
Besix, the contractor in which it 
has a 50 per cent stake, which 
was “impacted by additional 
charges on certain projects in 
the UAE and The Netherlands,” 
the company said. Besix 
management are “exerting 
major effort and focus to tackle 
this and return to profitability 
in the second half of 2020,” Mr 
Bishai said.

Cairo-based Orascom 
Construction is an engineering 
and construction contractor 
primarily focused on 
infrastructure, industrial and 
high-end commercial projects in 
the Middle East, Africa and the 
United States. During the first 
half of the year, net profit slid 
43 per cent to $34.8m, while 
revenue rose 8.2 per cent to 
$1.62 billion.

“Our operating cash flow 
turned positive during the 
quarter, amounting to $53.2m 
in the first half of 2020, while 
our net cash position increased 
significantly to $309.4m as of 
June 30. We also reiterated our 
commitment to shareholders 
and distributed a dividend of 
$0.21 per share earlier this 
month,” Mr Bishai said.

The company signed $950m 
of new contracts – primarily in 
Egypt – during the first-half, 
of which $620m were added 
in the second quarter. Its US 
subsidiaries also signed $371m 
worth of agreements.

Notable new awards 
during the quarter included 
projects in the infrastructure, 
transportation and commercial 
sectors. These included a 
contract to build the first phase 
of Ora Developers’ ZED Sheikh 
Zayed mixed-use project in 
containing residential towers, a 
mall and a garage built around 
a park in Cairo. It also secured 
finance for a $4.5bn monorail 
project in Cairo being carried 
out as part of a consortium 
with Arab Contractors and 
Bombardier.

People fetch water from solar powered borehole in Katesh, Hanang District of Manyara Region 
built under  SBL sponsorship. File photo. 

An NMB branch opened recently upcountry. 

NMB extends physical branches to Malinyi in Morogoro
 By Property Watch Reporter, Malinyi

THE country’s largest bank by 
branch network, NMB Bank Plc has 
extended its reach by opening a new 
branch at Malinyi District headquar-
ters in Morogoro Region.

Speaking during the launch, Ma-
linyi District Commissioner, Matha-
yo Masele said the new branch will 
speed up development in the district 
which is well known as a bread bas-
ket of Morogoro Region but also rich 
in minerals.

Masele who opened the new 
branch, said people in the district 
had waited for many years to realise 
their greatest wish of having formal 
banking services which they had 
been travelling over 160 kilometres 
to Ifakara township in Kilombero 
District to access.

 “This new branch is a big relief to 
us as leaders but also to the people 
of Malinyi and the neighbouring 
regions,” Masele noted adding that 
NMB’s decision to invest in the new 
branch will also lower costs of doing 
business because travel expenses 
have been abolished.

“But it’s also good for us as gov-
ernment because of security issues 
relating to bulky cash transfers from 
different institutions to the bank,” he 
added saying agriculture and mining 
are the two biggest sectors to utilise 

thousands in rural areas

fully the banking services. 
Speaking at the same event, 

Malinyi District Executive Di-
rector, Hawa Mposi said they 
were spending 500,000/- on 
average as transport to Ifakara 
to seek banking services and 
also serve the public.

“We thank NMB for coming 
to our rescue in Malinyi, this 
branch will assist our district 
council collect revenue easily 
but also save from transport 
costs incurred to follow bank-
ing services to Kilombero,” 
Mposi said noting that the 
district has no formal banking 
facility.   

Briefing the DC on NMB’s 
branch expansion, acting 
Chief of Retail Banking, Salie 
Mlay said one of the motiva-
tions to open the branch was 
to serve farmers and pasto-
ralists through NMB Founda-
tion which organises them in 
cooperatives and trains them 
on basics of financial man-
agement before giving them 
loans.

“We want to help smallhold-
er farmers and pastoralists 
move from traditional way of 
doing things to commercial-
ization,” Mlay said noting that 
the bank has already invested 

heavily in agriculture coun-
trywide. He further noted that 
Malinyi branch investment is 
also aimed at implementing 
government’s directives to ex-
tend banking services to rural 
areas to enhance financial in-
clusion.

In a vote of thanks, NMB’s 
Eastern Zone Manager, Dis-
mas Prosper said in addition 
to opening the new branch, 
the bank also donated 135 
iron sheets, nails and 200 tim-
ber pieces to Nawigo Primary 
School in the district as part 
of its corporate social respon-
sibility plan.

the country with Water of Life 
(WOL) being one of our four 
priority areas that the company 
has defined in its objective 
to provide social support to 
improve the social welfare 
of Tanzanians,” Wanyancha 
said while describing other 
priority areas as, provision of 
Skills for Life, Environmental 
Sustainability and Promotion of 
Responsible Drinking.

He explained that SBL’s 
water projects collectively 
provide water to an estimated 
two million people free of 
charge which has enabled 
most Tanzanians to engage in 
basic hygiene practices like 
regular hand-washing, which 
is fundamental to maintaining 
health, especially during the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

“Our projects, besides directly 
helping communities, have 
had spill over effects on the 
neighbouring institutions such 
as the Karatu Project that has 
since been expanded to serve 
four schools and a dispensary. 
Pasua Project in Moshi also 
serves three secondary schools 
and a nearby public market,” 
Wanyancha added.

The SBL Corporate 
Director further added that 
the boreholes, which are 
strategically drilled near the 
brewer’s agri-business locations, 
also provide irrigation water 
to over 400 farmers which the 
brewer supports to boost their 
cereals production used in beer 
manufacture. 

Popularly known as Water of 
Life (WOL), SBL’s water projects 

have been a major boost to 
government’s efforts to provide 
clean safe water to the majority 
of Tanzanians with a target of 
clean water for all 57 million 
people by 2025.

According to Water Org 
(water.org), a global non-
profit organization ‘working 
to bring water and sanitation 
to the world’, over 57 percent 
(25 million) of the country’s 
estimated 57 million people has 
access to safe clean water with 
only 30 percent having access 
to improved sanitation. 

To this end, Water Org stated, 
“Most people, especially women 
and children, spend a significant 
amount of time travelling long 
distances to fetch water.”    

The low-level of access to 
sanitation among the population 
means that 70 percent of 
the population is exposed to 
serious health hazards with 
the most vulnerable being 
women and children-a situation 
that is buttressed by available 
statistics that show that over 
3,000 children under-5 years 
in Tanzania die each year from 
preventable diarrheal diseases 
caused by poor water and 
sanitation.

In addition, SBL’s WOL 
projects ultimately seek to 
support the government in 
improving water and sanitation 
in the country to attain one of 
the fundamental targets of UN’s 
2025 Sustainable Development 
Goals, Goal-6 that seeks ‘To 
provide water and sanitation’ to 
all within the stipulated period.’

Amref, has commissioned a total of 18 
boreholes across the country with the 
main focus being the neediest remote 
areas that had hitherto been deprived of 
the life saving liquid for decades. 

The brewer’s Corporate Relations 
Director, John Wanyancha said SBL 

considers water to be key in the 
country’s future prosperity hence has 
always been ready to collaborate with 
the government and other partners in 
facilitating access to clean safe water.

“SBL has a policy commitment 
towards the wellbeing of communities in 

 LOME 

Work has begun on a 400ha 
industrial and logistics park 
in the West African country 
of Togo that aims to process 
the impoverished country’s 
agricultural products. Called 
The Industrial Platform of 
Adétikopé (PIA), it will built to 
the north of the capital, Lomé 
by a joint venture between the 
government of Togo and the 
industrial park developer, Arise 
IIP.

Arise IIP itself is a joint ven-

ture between Singaporean 
agri-business company Olam 
International, which holds 
49.5% of its shares, and the Af-
rica Finance Corporation (AFC), 
which owns the remainder.

Expected to cost €200m, 
equal to 4% of Togo’s GDP, the 
park is intended to process cot-
ton, coffee, cocoa, cashews and 
other commodities, allowing 
the country to capture more 
value from them. It will also 
produce generic pharmaceuti-
cals and cosmetics.

Sani Yaya, Togo’s economy 

minister, commented in a press 
statement: “The launch of a 
project such as the PIA is tes-
tament to Togo’s attractive in-
vestment climate. PIA’s modern 
infrastructure and multimodal, 
integrated logistics services will 
serve local and foreign inves-
tors alike.” He said the state-
of-the-art facility would “play 
a crucial role in the continued 
industrialisation of Togo.”

The first phase is expected to 
be complete next year. When 
fully constructed, the park 
is expected to provide some 

35,000 permanent jobs. Togo 
is presently ranked as the 10th 
poorest country in the world, 
with a nominal per capita GDP 
of $618.  

Arise Integrated Industrial 
Platforms was set up as a spe-
cialist developer of industrial 
parks. Its main activity up to 
now has been in Gabon. The 
AFC is a development bank set 
up to finance African infrastruc-
ture projects. It is 47% owned by 
the Central Bank of Nigeria with 
the remaining shares held by 
private investors.

Work starts on major industrial park in Togo
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UK housing market strongest in five years

 HONG KONG 

One of the most prominent 
members of an investment 
consortium which paid a 
record $5.15 billion to purchase 
an office building in Hong 

Kong’s Central district in November 2017 
has just sold a chunk of his holdings in 
the 73-storey tower for nearly 18 percent 
less the average price per square foot 
paid for the building three years ago, 
according to local news reports.

David Chan Ping-chi, known locally as 
the King of Cassettes for having made his 
fortune as chairman of local tape and film 
manufacturer Acme Group, has seen the 
value of the nine floors he purchased in 
the Queen’s Road landmark fade nearly 
as quickly as sales of 8-track players, 
with the local tycoon having sold his 
70 percent stake in the building’s 42nd 
floor for HK$405 million ($52.6 million), 
according to a report in Hong Kong’s Sing 
Tao Daily.

That price for the 21,379 square foot 
(1,986 square metre) floor works out to 
HK$27,100 per square foot – or 35 percent 
less than Chan was able to charge when 
he sold the 38th floor of the building to 
an unnamed mainland investor for the 
equivalent of HK$42,000 per square foot 
in May 2019.

The sale, which marks the lowest price 
paid for a piece of the Center since it 
changed hands three years ago, comes 
after the volume of real estate assets 
traded in Hong Kong fell by 80 percent 

The Centre in Hong Kong. 

 RIYADH 

Jabal Omar Development, the real 
estate company that owns a number 
of mixed-use towers close to Makkah’s 
Grand Mosque, swung to a second-quar-
ter loss as revenue declined and allow-
ances for expected credit losses increased.

The developer reported a net loss of 
465.2 million Saudi riyals for the three 
months ending June 30, compared to 
a profit of 29.75m riyals a year ago, it 
said in a statement to the Tadawul stock 
exchange, where its shares trade. The 
statement did not include a credit loss 
figure.

Revenue dropped 99.5 per cent to 
1.39m riyals during the period “because 
operations of hotels and commercial mall 
were shut down (March to June 2020) 
due to the precautionary measures taken 
to limit the spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic,” it said. Other income also 
dropped due to a decline in fair value of 
investments, while financing costs rose 
during the period, according to the state-
ment.

Jabal Omar, which is one of the big-
gest publicly-listed real estate companies 
in Saudi Arabia, owns six hotels and a 
commercial mall in towers overlooking the 
Grand Mosque in Makkah. It is continuing 
development at the site – a mega-project 
of more than 2 million square metres.

During the first half of 2020, the com-
pany recorded a loss of 682.43m riyals 
compared to a profit of 31.37m riyals dur-
ing the same period last year. The group’s 
current liabilities exceeded its current 
assets by 2.17 billion riyals as of June 30, 
according to the filing. Accumulated losses 
at the end of June amounted to 864m 
riyals, equivalent to 9.3 per cent of the 
company’s capital of almost 9.3bn riyals.

In May, Saudi Arabia tripled VAT 
from 5 per cent to 15 per cent to shore 
up the country’s finances that have been 
hit by low oil prices and the coronavirus 
pandemic. The move affected a range of 
sectors in the kingdom, including real 
estate. To soften the blow, the country’s 
minister of housing agreed to absorb the 
tax increase for first-time buyers on units 
worth 850,000 riyals or less, in an effort to 
stimulate demand for affordable homes.

Saudi Arabia’s 
Jabal Omar 
Development 
swings to 
second-quarter 
fall in revenue 

LONDON 

The UK housing market is 
stronger than it’s been in five 
years, as people rush to rear-
range their living arrangements 
in the wake of the pandemic, ac-
cording to a new report.

The number of agreed-to sales 
across Zoopla, one of the coun-
try’s major listing sites, is 76% 
higher than the five-year aver-
age, with strong activity at the 
higher end driving deals in and 
around London, the website 
said in a report released Thurs-
day in the UK. 

So far, the deepest recession 
on record has yet to slow home 
shoppers. Since the British 
housing market began to reopen 
in mid-May, robust demand 
has shaved two weeks off the 
average selling time compared 
to the same three-month period 
ending in mid-August.

“Housing market conditions 
remain unseasonably strong,” 
said Richard Donnell, research 
and insight director at Zoopla. 
Home shoppers are overwhelm-
ing available inventory, a dy-
namic Mr. Donnell said he ex-
pects will drive moderate price 
growth this year—even in the 
face of a prolonged economic 
recovery. 

A mass shift in people’s 
housing requirements and tastes 
is acting as a “counterweight” to 
the recession, he added. As a 

Hong Kong’s Cassette King sells stake

result, Zoopla predicted prices will 
end the year 2%-3% higher than 
2019.  Strong activity in the luxury 
segment is helping boost average 
sales prices, as affluent families 
feel less financial impact from the 
lockdowns earlier this year. A wave 
of higher-end listing has driven up 
the average asking price on Zoopla 
8% compared to last year. 

In London, prices rose 2.1% in 
July compared to this time last year. 
That growth marks a significant 
turnaround for the city, which has 
endured a yearslong slump in the 
wake of stamp duty hikes in 2014 
and 2016.

Demand is particularly strong 
for three-bedroom properties, 
which are selling in only 24 days, 

according to Zoopla’s analysis. 
Meanwhile, even larger homes, 
with four or five bedrooms, are 
trading hands 33% faster than in 
2019. 

Meanwhile, a measure of demand 
is up 34% so far this year compared 
to 2019, even despite several 
months of market paralysis from 
March to May.  “The next important 

milestone for the housing market 
comes in September, when schools 
reopen and the U.K. starts to get 
back towards a full reopening of 
the economy,” Mr. Donnell said. 
“The unwinding of the furlough 
scheme and other government 
support is the next challenge that 
will test the strength of economic 
recovery.”

A luxury home in London.

 TOKYO

Even before the pandemic, if 
there was one part of a plane most 
people were usually uncomfort-
able with, it would probably be the 
lavatory.

Throw in the fact that one has to 
twist a doorknob to get in, and it’s 
clear why people might be hesitant 
about entering the washroom on a 
plane in the era of Covid-19. In light 

of this, Japanese airline All Nippon 
Airways is currently testing out a 
bathroom door concept, whereby 
the doorknob can be opened and 
closed using an elbow.

The prototype comprises a han-
dle that can be pushed using an 
elbow to open or close the door. 
There is also a latch that slides to 
lock and unlock the door. The nov-
el lavatory door has been jointly 
developed with Jamco, an aircraft 

engine parts and interior supplier 
company. It is currently being tri-
alled in the ANA lounge at Hadeda 
Airport in Japan.

A spokesperson for ANA told the 
BBC that some of its planes were 
already fitted with sensor taps in 
the lavatories. At first, the airline 
explored the option of opening the 
toilet door by foot, but developed 
the idea further, due to safety rea-
sons amid “turbulence [when] pas-

sengers might lose their balance.”
However, according to its web-

site, Jamco is also looking into 
mechanisms such as foot pedals 
to enable toilet lids and seats to 
be raised and lowered, hands-free 
waste flaps and contactless faucets 
(which use infrared sensors).

As of now, it is not clear if the 
doorknob will pass regulations 
and get rolled out in the ANA net-
work. But they certainly might 

make heading to the toilet while 
onboard a much more pleasant ex-
perience.

The leading Japanese airline is 
known for its hygiene and clean-
liness. It was named the world’s 
cleanest airline in the world in 
2018 by the Skytrax World Airline 
Awards, which is based on pas-
senger ratings, and came in third 
place, in the same category, in 
2019.

Is this the future of plane toilets? Japanese airline tests new 
‘hygienic’ hands-free lavatories amid coronavirus pandemic

office rents in Hong Kong down for four 
consecutive quarters, cutting more than 
23 percent off leasing rates since April of 
2019, according to JLL.

In comments cited in the Sing Tao 
account, Chan, who has been selling 
multiple properties in recent months, 
indicated that he sold his stake in the 
office floor at this time due the mixed 
ownership of the asset, while also 
pointing to the pandemic’s impact on 
the market.

Chan also explained that the 42nd 
floor includes two common areas that 
occupy 6,000 square feet, making the 
floor plan less than ideal. Earlier market 
reports had indicated that the entire 
floor was available for purchase at a rate 
of HK$35,000 per square foot before 
this latest trade became public late last 
week.

With sales of strata title office assets 
hitting record highs in late 2017, The King 
of Cassettes and his cohort had financed 
their purchase of the Center with bonds 
paying interest rates of over 15 percent. 
That bold bit of financing may have been 
encouraged by the opportunity to turn a 
quick profit selling off the tower level by 
level after the Center’s highest floor was 
sold for a record HK$55,854 per square 
foot in September of 2017.

With the Hong Kong real estate 
market having slowed down in the face 
of tighter capital controls in mainland 
China starting in 2018, the Center’s new 
owners ran in tougher times last year 
when months of protests undermined 
economic confidence.

By November, Ma Ah-muk, who bought 
13 floors in the Center, was motivated 
to conduct a quick sale of 37 Cameron 
Road in Kowloon for a reported HK$448 
million, with the Minibus King cutting 
30 percent from the price he had been 
asking for the property six months 
earlier.

during the first half of 2020, 
according to a recent report 
by Real Capital Analytics, with 
growing political tension and the 
coronavirus pandemic combining 
to boost office vacancy in Central 
district to 5.7 percent in July.

Chan sold his 70 percent stake 
to Kingston Financial Group boss 

Pollyanna Chu, who already held 
the other 30 percent equity in the 
asset, according to a report in local 
news site HK01. Both Chan and 
Chu were part of a team of local 
investors who banded together 
to purchase the Center from Li 
Ka-shing’s CK Asset Holdings in 
2017, in what many now see as the 

high water mark for Hong Kong’s 
commercial property market.

Joining Chan and Chu were 
Shimao Properties chairman Hui 
Wing Mao, Hugo Lam Chi-fung 
and “Minibus King” Ma Ah-muk 
as well as other investors who 
together made the Center Hong 
Kong’s most expensive building, 

and added another chapter to 
Li Ka-shing’s legend, when they 
paid an average of HK$33,000 
per square foot for the landmark 
office tower.

Since that time, a combination 
of tightening financial controls on 
the mainland, social unrest and 
Covid-19 have brought average 

in the Centre at 35pc off
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WASHINGTON

 U.S. Vice President Mike Pence ech-
oed President Donald Trump’s “law and 
order” message in his speech accepting 
the Republican Party’s renomination 
Wednesday night amid rekindled anger 
over police brutality and racism in the 
country.

“My fellow Americans, we are pass-
ing through a time of testing. But in the 
midst of this global pandemic, just as 
our nation had begun to recover, we’ve 
seen violence and chaos in the streets of 
our major cities,” Pence said from Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland. 

“Let me be clear: the violence must 
stop -- whether in Minneapolis, Portland, 
or Kenosha,” the vice president contin-
ued. “We will have law and order on the 
streets of America.”The remarks came as 
protests and riots raged on in Kenosha, 

Wisconsin in the wake of the Aug. 23 

police shooting of 29-year-old African 
American Jacob Blake, who was shot sev-
eral times in the back at close range in re-
sponse to a reported domestic incident. 
Blake’s father has said his son is now 
paralyzed from the waist down.

Pence didn’t specifically mention the 
shooting of Blake but went on doubling 
down the administration’s support of law 
enforcement agencies. 

The Kenosha shooting also came 
some three months after George Floyd, a 
46-year-old African American man, died 
after a white police officer kneeled on his 
neck for nearly nine minutes during an 
arrest in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

His death sparked weeks-long protests 
and social unrest across the United States 
and has led to a nationwide reckoning 
over police brutality and racism. 

But efforts to move reforms on polic-
ing forward have stalled on Capitol Hill, 
as Democrats and Republicans stand di-

Pence echoes Trump’s 
‘law and order’ message 
amid rekindled anger over 
police brutality, racism

Shenzhen, a city in South Chi-
na’s Guangdong Province known 
as the “new Silicon Valley” for its 
role as a base for Chinese high-tech 
companies, announced Monday 
that it has finished its 5G network 
deployment. This makes it the first 
city in China to offer the next gen-
eration of wireless networking at 
full scale, despite an intensifying 
China-US technology war. 

The city had deployed more 
than 46,000 5G base stations as 
of Friday, Mayor Chen Rugui said 

during an industry event Monday. 
Industry observers said that the 
number of 5G base stations in the 
city puts its 5G deployment on par 
with the entire European conti-
nent. 

China and South Korea are the 
global frontrunners when it comes 
to 5G deployment, while the US 
has fallen behind, Wang Zhiqin, 
deputy director of the China Acad-
emy of Information and Commu-
nications Technology (CAICT), 
said at the event. 

As of the end of June, China had 
deployed more than 410,000 5G 
base stations across the country, 
and it will roll out 500,000 new 
ones by the end of 2020, a CAICT 
report said. As of the end of July, 
the total number of 5G users in 
China had surpassed 88 million, 
accounting for more than 80 per-
cent of the global 5G user base and 
ranking the country No.1. 

As the world’s leading 5G equip-
ment provider, Huawei has be-
come the driving force in helping 

deploy 5G networks in China, al-
though the company has faced in-
creasing and relentless US attack. 

However, in spite of efforts by 
Washington to force its NATO allies 
including the Czech Republic, Slo-
venia and Poland to reject Huawei, 
the Chinese company remained 
the largest 5G gear provider, with a 
market share of nearly 40 percent 
in the first quarter of 2020. 

 “The latest progress signaled 
that China has become highly ad-
vanced in 5G deployment with to-

tal base stations rolled out in one 
city exceeding the overall number 
of many countries,” Jiang Junmu, 
chief writer at telecom industry 
news website c114.com.cn, told the 
Global Times on Monday. 

The full-scale coverage of the 5G 
network in Shenzhen is the first 
commercial citywide standalone 
network, which would be indis-
pensable for various application 
scenarios, Jiang said. 

Some Chinese netizens hailed 
the full-scale deployment of the 5G 

network in Shenzhen, which is 
home to tech companies includ-
ing Huawei, Tencent and DJI, 
even as those countries were 
put on a sanctioning list by the 
US government as part of the US-
initiated technology war against 
China. “This is a significant step 
for China in further advancing 
its technology, especially in the 
face of the US attack,” a netizen 
said. 

“The number of 5G base stations 
in one Chinese city has surpassed 

the total number of 5G base sta-
tions in Europe. That’s China’s 
speed!” another remarked. 

Huawei has been playing a vital 
role in supporting the latest devel-
opment of China’s 5G network de-
ployment. Rotating Chairman Guo 
Ping said in a keynote speech Mon-
day that at present, 92 telecom op-
erators worldwide are deploying 
5G commercial networks with 
the total number of 5G users now 
exceeding 100 million. 

		  Global Times

Shenzhen becomes 1st Chinese city to realize full-scale 5G deployment

 

United Nations

The United Nations Security 
Council on Tuesday blocked a bid 
by the United States to reimpose 
international sanctions on Iran, 
saying it could not proceed with 
the disputed move.

Indonesia, which assumed the 
presidency of the council in Au-
gust, said it is “not in a position to 
take further action” on Washing-
ton’s request.

During a video conference on 
the Middle East, Indonesia’s Am-
bassador to the UN Dian Trian-
syah Djani cited the lack of con-
sensus in the UN’s highest body 
on the US strategy as the main 
reason.

The administration of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump accuses Iran 

of failing to comply with the 
terms of the historic 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal, demanding that the 
Security Council reimpose sanc-
tions on the country.

Washington had insisted on its 
legal right to trigger the disputed 
procedure, called “snapback”-de-
spite pulling out of the deal two 
years ago.

In a related development, Iran’s 
nuclear body said it held “con-
structive” talks on Tuesday with 
the visiting head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency.

The US’ move in the Security 
Council had threatened to tor-
pedo the Iran accord and plunge 
the body into crisis, while widen-
ing the gulf between the US and 
almost every other member on 
Iran policy.

Thirteen of the 15 council 
members had written to the In-
donesian presidency to reject its 
validity.

The US “is alone” in its ap-
proach, and “their ultimate goal 
is to destroy the nuclear agree-
ment when they have already 
imposed (national) sanctions on 
Iran,” one diplomat who spoke 
on condition of anonymity told 
Agence France-Presse.

Another said that, with the 
sound rejection of the US bid by 

almost the entire council, “nor-
mally the matter is closed”, ac-
cording to AFP.

Zhang Jun (pictured), China’s 
permanent representative to the 
UN, said: “China attaches great 
importance to the Iranian nu-
clear issue. We are committed to 
upholding multilateralism, safe-
guarding the international nucle-
ar nonproliferation regime and 
maintaining peace and stability 
in the Middle East.

‘No legal ground’
“The US is no longer a 

JCPOA( Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action) participant. JCPOA 
participants and the overwhelm-
ing majority of council members 
believe that US demand for re-
storing UN sanctions on Iran has 

no legal ground and goes against 
common views, and the snap-
back mechanism shall not be 
deemed as invoked.

“We stand ready to work with 
other parties to push forward the 
political settlement of the Iranian 
nuclear issue.”

During the conference, Zhang 
also called on the international 
community to act on the Middle 
East peace process with a sense 
of urgency. Growing tensions be-
tween Palestine and Israel “have 
put the peace process in jeop-
ardy and heightened the risk of 
regional conflicts,” he said.

Zhang added that the interna-
tional community should firmly 
promote a peaceful settlement 
based on a two-state solution.

		              Xinhua

UN Security Council rejects US bid on Iran sanctions

TikTok CEO resigns amid 
US pressure on business

LOS ANGELES

 TikTok CEO Kevin May-
er has quit the company 
one day after the Los Ange-
les-based tech firm filed a 
lawsuit against the Trump 
administration over an executive order banning any trans-
actions with its parent company ByteDance.

ByteDance confirmed the news to Xinhua on Wednesday 
night.

In a news release, ByteDance said the company respected 
Mayer’s decision and thanked him for his efforts for Tik-
Tok’s development, adding TikTok’s U.S. General Manager 
Vanessa Pappas will take up Mayer’s position and continue 
working as leader of the team in the country.

The 58-year-old Mayer (pictured)  joined TikTok on June 
1. Prior to his appointment as the company’s CEO, he was 
chairman of the Direct-to-Consumer and International divi-
sion of The Walt Disney Company.

Mayer on Wednesday sent a letter to employees, noting 
that ByteDance’s founder Zhang Yiming understood his de-
cision and supported it, saying this decision “had nothing to 
do with the company, what I see for our future, or the belief 
I have in what we are building.” 

“In recent weeks, as the political environment has sharply 
changed, I have done significant reflection on what the cor-
porate structural changes will require, and what it means 
for the global role I signed up for. 

Against this backdrop, and as we expect to reach a resolu-
tion very soon, it is with a heavy heart that I wanted to let 
you all know that I have decided to leave the company,” the 
letter reads.”

At the same time, I understand that the role that I signed 
up for -- including running TikTok globally -- will look very 
different as a result of the U.S. administration’s action to 
push for a sell-off of the U.S. business.”

Mayer also emphasized that even though he quit, he had 
tremendous confidence that TikTok is a safe, unique, crea-
tive and inclusive platform to its almost 100 million Ameri-
can users. 

TikTok is a video-sharing, music and social networking 
service owned by Chinese technology company ByteDance, 
and specializes in user-made short videos.

Trump and a number of other U.S. politicians have re-
peatedly speculated that TikTok poses a national security 
threat because it is owned by a Chinese company, though 
no evidence has been provided to support these allegations.

Earlier this month, Trump cited the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) and issued executive 
orders banning any U.S. transactions with TikTok and We-
Chat, starting in 45 days.

TikTok filed a lawsuit over the executive order Monday, 
arguing that the order is unconstitutional and a misuse of 
the IEEPA.

”We cannot at this point predict the outcome of the litiga-
tion with certainty, but a U.S. court will be reluctant to rule 
against the president on an issue of national security,” Dan 
Roules, managing partner of the Shanghai office of law firm 
Squire Patton Boggs, told Xinhua on Tuesday.

Roules, who has been working in China over the past 25 
years for the renowned international law firm, agreed that 
the lawsuit could buy time for ByteDance to close the deal 
on the sale of TikTok to any of several possible U.S. compa-
nies interested in purchasing, including Microsoft, Twitter 
and Oracle. 				             Xinhua

WELLINGTON

 A New Zealand judge sentenced 
white supremacist Brenton Tarrant 
to life in prison without parole on 
Thursday for killing 51 Muslim wor-
shippers in the country’s deadliest 
shooting, saying the sentence was 
not enough punishment for the 
“wicked” crimes.

It was the first time a court in New 
Zealand had sentenced a person to 
prison for the rest of their life.

Christchurch High Court Judge 
Cameron Mander said Tarrant had 
shown no remorse and that no mat-
ter how long he spent in prison it 
would not be long enough to atone 
for his crimes.

“Your crimes...are so wicked that 
even if you are detained until you 
die it will not exhaust the require-
ments of punishment and denun-
ciation,” said the judge in handing 
down the sentence.

“As far as I am able to gauge, you 
are empty of any empathy for your 
victims,” he said.

Tarrant, a 29-year-old Australian, 

admitted to 51 charges of murder, 
40 counts of attempted murder 
and one charge of committing a 
terrorist act during the 2019 shoot-
ing rampage at two Christchurch 
mosques which he livestreamed on 
Facebook.

On March 15, 2019 Tarrant 
stormed the Al Noor mosque in 
Christchurch armed with military-
style semi-automatics, indiscrimi-
nately shooting at Muslims gathered 
for Friday prayers, while filming his 
massacre from a head-mounted 
camera and playing a Serbian anti-
Muslim anthem.

He killed 44 people at Al Noor, the 
youngest a three-year-old boy shot 
at point blank range, then attacked 
a second mosque in the nearby 
suburb of Linwood, killing another 
seven people.

 Judge Mander asked Tarrant be-
fore handing down the sentence if 
he had any comment. Dressed in 
grey prison clothes and surround-
ed by guards, Tarrant nodded when 
asked if he was aware he had the 
right to make submissions, but he 

did not speak.

NZ MUSLIMS WELCOME JUS-
TICE

“Today the legal procedures for 
this heinous crime have been done. 
No punishment will bring our loved 
ones back,” said Gamal Fouda, the 
imam of Al Noor mosque which 
was targeted.

“Extremists are all the same. 
Whether they use religion, nation-
alism or any other ideology. All ex-
tremists, they represent hate. But 
we are here today. We respect love, 
compassion, Muslim and non-Mus-
lim people of faith and of no faith.”

Prosecutors said Tarrant had ac-
cumulated more than 7,000 rounds 
of ammunition for the attack and 

wanted to instill fear in those he 
described as invaders and that he 
carefully planned the attacks to 
cause maximum carnage.

“The hatred that lies at the heart 
of your hostility to particular mem-
bers of the community that you 
came to this country to murder has 
no place here - it has no place any-
where,” Mander said.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said she was relieved that “that per-
son will never see the light of day”.

“The trauma of March 15 is not 
easily healed but today I hope is 
the last where we have any cause 
to hear or utter the name of the ter-
rorist behind it. His deserves to be 
a lifetime of complete and utter si-
lence,” she said.

The attack led to a ban on fire-
arms in New Zealand and a cam-
paign against hate content online 
led by Ardern, a response that was 
hailed as a model for other coun-
tries.

More than 90 survivors and fami-
lies of the victims gave emotionally 
charged statements in court this 

week calling for Tarrant to be sen-
tenced to life without parole. Many 
gathered in and outside the court 
on Thursday to hear the sentence.

“It’s a relief...We are not in a coun-
try where we can expect the death 
penalty. But they have served jus-
tice...giving the maximum prison 
time without parole,” said Hina 
Amir, 34, who was outside Al Noor 
mosque when Tarrant attacked and 
survived a hail of bullets in her car 
with her husband, Amir Daud.

DESIRE TO CREATE TERROR
Tarrant, who represented him-

self during the hearings but did not 
make submissions, said through a 
lawyer in court on Thursday that 
he did not oppose the prosecution’s 
application for a life without parole 
sentence.

He asserted in a pre-sentence re-
port that he was not racist or xeno-
phobic, the judge said. Rather, Tar-
rant said he felt ostracised and had 
wanted to damage society, and had 
acted on delusional beliefs.

		              Agencies

New Zealsnd  mosque shooter given life in prison for ‘wicked’ crimes

vided over political priorities.
With the message, Pence also swiped at former 

U.S. Vice President and 2020 Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Joe Biden, who has made race relations 
a key part of his White House bid. 

Biden has said he supports police reform but not 
the movement to “defund the police.” “Last week, 
Joe Biden didn’t say one word about the violence 
and chaos engulfing cities across this country,” said 
Pence, referring to Biden’s acceptance speech at the 
2020 Democratic National Convention. “You won’t 
be safe in Joe Biden’s America.”

Biden, whom voters appear to trust more than 
Trump in handling race relations, denounced both 
the police shooting of Blake and violent protests and 
looting on Wednesday. 

“Once again, a Black man -- Jacob Blake -- was shot 
by the police. In front of his children. It makes me 
sick,” he tweeted. “Is this the country we want to be? 

Needless violence won’t heal us. We need to end 
the violence - and peacefully come together to de-
mand justice.” Trump has made the enforcement 
of “law and order” a major theme of his reelection 
campaign to appeal to his voters and has repeatedly 
lashed out at cities run by Democrats. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the president tweeted he 
was sending federal officers to Kenosha to address 
the unrest, adding he would not stand for “loot-
ing, arson, violence, and lawlessness on American 
streets.” In his speech concluding the third night of 
the Republican National Convention (RNC), Pence 
sought to make the case for Trump’s reelection, de-
fended the handling of the coronavirus pandemic, 
and touted what he believes to be the administra-
tion’s achievements. 

He also spoke about Hurricane Laura, which has 
made a landfall in southwestern Louisiana as a cat-
egory 4 hurricane, urging residents to “stay safe.” 

Trump and U.S. First lady Melania Trump joined 
the second family on stage to chants of “four more 
years” after Pence’s speech from Fort McHenry, 
where Americans defended Baltimore Harbor from 
the British navy in the War of 1812 and inspired Fran-
cis Scott Key to write lyrics of the American anthem 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.”

Pence, 61, is a former governor of Indiana and a 
member of the U.S. House of Representative. He was 
Trump’s running mate in the 2016 campaign and 
has been serving as U.S. vice president since Jan. 
20, 2017.  A vocal defender of Trump on and off the 
campaign trail, Pence also chairs the White House 
coronavirus task force, established in response to 
the pandemic that has infected more than 5.8 mil-
lion people and killed nearly 180,000 in the United 
States.

Second lady Karen Pence, White House press sec-
retary Kayleigh McEnany, Senator Joni Ernst from 
Iowa, the president’s daughter-in-law and campaign 
adviser Lara Trump, and former acting Director of 
National Intelligence Richard Grenell were among 
those who also addressed the night whose theme 
was “Land of Heroes.”  

				    Xinhua

US Vice President Mike Pence salutes after 
speaking during the third night of the Repub-
lican National Convention at Fort McHenry 
National Monument in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
Wednesday. ( AFP)

BRUSSELS 

A discussion about the negotiations over Britain and 
the European Union’s post-Brexit relationship has been 
dropped from the agenda of a meeting of EU envoys next 
week because the talks have stalled, an EU diplomat said 
on Wednesday.

Earlier, the Guardian reported here that the issue would 
not be discussed at a meeting of ambassadors from the 
EU’s 27 member states, though diplomats said this re-
ferred to a regular meeting of the Committee of Perma-
nent Representatives due on Sept 2.

EU officials now believe the British government is pre-
pared to risk a no-deal exit when the transition period 
comes to an end on Dec 31, and will try to pin the blame 
on Brussels if talks fail, the Guardian report said.

 The German government, which holds the rotating 
presidency of the EU council, had intended to discuss 
Brexit during the meeting, but dropped it because there 
had not been “any tangible progress” in the talks, the re-
port said, citing an EU diplomat.

An EU diplomat with knowledge of the agenda con-
firmed that Brexit had been removed after last week’s 
round of talks between London and Brussels made little 
headway.

Michel Barnier, the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator, on 
Wednesday repeated his call for a deal with Britain on fu-
ture ties by the end of October.

					     Agencies

Brexit taken off agenda for EU 
envoys’ meeting due to stalled talks
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The cross-border use of RMB 
in 2019 hit a record high of 19.67 
trillion yuan ($2.85 trillion), a 
year-on-year increase of 24.1 
percent, according to 2020 RMB 
Internationalization Report re-
leased by the People’s Bank of 
China recently.

The report also said that the 
cross-border receipts and pay-
ments were basically balanced, 
with a net inflow of RMB 360.6 
billion yuan. And the cross-bor-
der RMB settlement accounted 
for 38.1 percent of the total cross-
border  local and foreign cur-
rency settlement, recording a 
new height in history during the 
same period, with 5.5 percentage 
points higher than that of the last 
year.

“The all-time high demon-
strates that RMB is gaining an in-
creasingly stronger presence as 
a payment currency globally,” in-
troduced Ju Jiandong, director of 
Center for International Finance 
and Economics Research of Tsin-
ghua University.

He added that in general, the 
internationalization of RMB 
made steady progress last year.  
As China further deepens reform 
and opening-up of the financial 
sector, RMB has become more 
significant in the global market, 
and its role in international pay-
ments has been expanded and 
improved, demonstrating RMB’s 
appeal as an emerging interna-

tional currency.
The report pointed out that the 

currency reserves of RMB were 
the 5th largest in the International 
Monetary Fund’s Currency Com-
position of the Official Foreign Ex-
change Reserves (COFER), with a 
market share of 1.95 percent, 0.88 
percentage points higher than 
that of 2016 when RMB officially 
joined the Special Drawing Right 
(SDR) currency basket.

The market share of the RMB 
in the foreign exchange trading 
was 4.3 percent, 0.3 percentage 
point higher than that of 2016. Ac-
cording to the latest statistics, the 

RMB ranked the 5th most-used 
payment currency globally, with 
a market share of 1.76 percent.

The report also noted that RMB 
internationalization was further 
developed as the RMB has been 
increasingly used in cross-border 
payment and financing world-
wide in 2019. More foreign central 
banks held RMB-denominated 
assets as reserves and the RMB as 
an invoicing currency witnessed 
remarkable progress.

The RMB has maintained its 
positive role in the international 
monetary system.

 “Great changes have taken 

place in the current economic 
and financial landscape, which 
gives RMB new development op-
portunities for internationaliza-
tion,” remarked Tu Yonghong, 
deputy director of International 
Monetary Institute of Renmin 
University of China.

She also noted that as world 
sees ravaging COVID-19 pandem-
ic and economic recession, China 
infuses impetus to the world 
economy again with its resilience 
and potential, which will not only 
enhance the international com-
munity’s confidence in China, 
RMB and world economy, but 
also make the foundation of in-
ternationalization of RMB more 
solid.

The domestic RMB financial as-
sets held by foreign entities have 
also increased. By the end of 2019, 
the scale of China’s bond market 
reached 99 trillion yuan, of which 
the holdings by foreign entities 
were 2.3 trillion yuan, increasing 
26.7 percent year on year.

The scale of China’s stock mar-
ket stood at 59.3 trillion yuan, of 
which the holdings by foreign 
entities were 2.1 trillion yuan, in-
creasing 82 percent year on year.

In the first quarter of the year, 
RMB’s share of global foreign ex-
change reserve assets rose to 2.02 
percent, which was also a record 
high.

		  People’s Daily

Cross-border use of RMB hits record high in 2019

WASHINGTON

American intelligence and law 
enforcement agencies have not found 
evidence indicating that foreign gov-
ernments are trying to interfere with 
mail-in balloting ahead of the Nov 3 
US presidential election, officials said 
on Wednesday.

Intelligence officials previously 
have said Russia and Iran were em-
ploying disinformation campaigns 
and other means to interfere in US 
politics before the election in which 
President Donald Trump is seeking a 
second term in office.

But these efforts do not appear to 
target mail-in balloting, which is ex-
pected to surge this year amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, intelligence 

and law enforcement officials told re-
porters during a briefing, speaking on 
condition of anonymity.

“We have no intelligence that any 
nation-state is trying to undermine” 
mail-in balloting, a senior US intelli-
gence said.

A second federal security official 
added that US agencies “have not 
seen to date” any “coordinated voter-
fraud effort” by a foreign power or 
anyone else ahead of the election. 
The official added that US agencies 
are strongly committed to investigate 
if any such effort is detected.

US intelligence agencies and for-
mer Special Counsel Robert Mueller 
concluded that Russia used a cam-
paign of propaganda and hacking to 
boost Trump’s candidacy in the 2016 

US officials see no evidence of foreign meddling with mail-in ballots

Washington’s malicious drive to roil South China Sea destined to fail

MOSCOW

The US decision to blacklist Rus-
sian research institutes is a ‘sanctions 
theater of the absurd,’ Kremlin Spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told reporters yes-
terday.

“This is a follow-up to some sanctions 
dependence, a kind of the sanctions 
theater of the absurd,” Peskov said, ex-
plaining that Washington is dependent 
on imposing sanctions and cannot live 
without sanctions and without declar-
ing restrictions for anyone every day.

According to him, the Kremlin dis-
missed any claims that Russian organi-
zations “could be behind developing 
chemical and biological weapons.” 
“This is absolute nonsense. 

And given the scientific research of 
one of the institutes [which is engaged 
in developing Russia’s coronavirus 
vaccine] we cannot rule out that this 
is another example of uncovered and 
rampant non-competitive struggle,” 
Peskov said.

The US Department of Commerce 
earlier blacklisted the 33rd Central 
Research and Testing Institute and the 
48th Central Research Institute of the 
Russian Defense Ministry, as well as 
the Moscow State Research Institute 
of Organic Chemistry and Technology. 
The notice specified that, in the case of 
the 48th Central Research Institute, re-
strictive measures will apply to all of its 
three facilities in Sergiev Posad, Yekat-
erinburg and the Kirov Region. 

The document stated that the US 
authorities had reason to suspect the 
33rd Central Research Institute of hav-
ing links with the Russian chemical 
program and the chemical weapons 
test site. It also alleged that the State 
Research Institute of Organic Chemis-
try and Technology had links with the 
Russian chemical weapons program 
and the 48th Central Research Institute 
- with the Russian biological weapons 
programme. 		  Agencies

‘Theater of the absurd’: 
Kremlin lambasts US 
sanctions against Russian 
research institutes

WORLD NEWS

CHICAGO

A 17-year-old has been arrested 
on murder charges Wednesday 
following overnight shootings in 
Kenosha in the southeast corner 
of U.S. state of Wisconsin that 
killed two people and wounded 
one during violent demonstra-
tions over the police shooting of 
Jacob Blake.

Kyle Rittenhouse has been 
charged with first-degree inten-
tional homicide. He was arrested 
in his hometown Antioch, Il-
linois, a town 30 minutes away 
from Kenosha, local media re-
ported.

Video of the incident shows a 
man, alleged to be Rittenhouse, 
running down the street with an 
AR-15-style rifle as he’s pursued 
by others attempting to appre-
hend him. Rittenhouse falls to 
the ground, then proceeds to 
turn around and begin shooting 
at the people trying to disarm 
him.

At a press conference held 
Wednesday afternoon, the po-
lice officers identified the three 
victims as a 26-year-old and a 
36-year-old who died, and anoth-
er 26-year-old who was injured. 
An investigation led by the Keno-
sha police and FBI has not yet de-
termined whether both deaths 
are connected to Rittenhouse.

The shootings took place dur-
ing the third night of unrest in 
Kenosha. Wisconsin Governor 

Teen arrested for US Wisconsin fatal shootings

election. Trump has said repeatedly, 
without offering evidence, that mail-
in voting - long a fixture in American 
elections - will lead to fraud in this 
year’s election. The Republican pres-
ident trails Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden in opinion polls.

Federal officials who deal with 
election security issues told the 
briefing that their research, includ-
ing extensive consultations with lo-
cal election officials, indicated that 
it would be “very difficult for foreign 
adversaries” to interfere in US ballot-
ing activities including vote counting.

As one official put it, US election 
authorities are “a lot more aware 
now” of potential foreign election 
interference intentions and tactics 
then they were in 2016. Agencies

PORT ARTHUR, Texas

 Hurricane Laura made land-
fall early yesterday in southwestern 
Louisiana as one of the most powerful 
storms to hit the state, with forecast-
ers warning it could push a massive 
wall of water 40 miles (65 km) inland 
from the sea.

The National Weather Service said 
the storm surge, possibly higher than 
a two-storey house, could be “unsur-
vivable,” acknowledging that as an un-
usually dire warning.

Laura crashed ashore around 1 a.m. 
Central Time (0600 GMT) as a Cate-
gory 4 storm, the second strongest on 
the five-step scale, packing winds of 
150 mph (240 kph) in the small town 
of Cameron, Louisiana, the National 
Hurricane Center (NHC) said.

By 4 a.m., it had been downgraded 
to a Category 3 storm with the center 
about 30 miles (50 km) north-north-
west of Lake Charles, Louisiana, the 
hurricane center said.

Besides threatening life, the storm 
was barreling toward the heart of the 

U.S. oil industry, forcing oil rigs and 
refineries to shut down production. 
[O/R]

“The eyewall of Laura will continue 
to move inland across southwestern 
Louisiana during the next several 
hours,” the NHC said in a early Thurs-
day bulletin. “TAKE COVER NOW!”

Maximum sustained winds had 
slowed to 120 mph (195 kph), but were 
still strong enough to blow out win-
dows in Lake Charles’ 22-floor Capi-
tal One Tower, social media imaged 
showed.

Officials across the hard-hit area 
said it would be several hours before 
they could get out to begin search and 
rescue missions. Downed trees block-
ing roadways were expected to be the 
biggest immediate challenge for res-
cuers.

About 620,000 people were under 
mandatory evacuation orders in Loui-
siana and Texas, but officials acknowl-
edged many people would choose to 
stay home.

In Vermilion Parish, just east of Lau-
ra’s landfall, the sheriff ’s office gave 

them a stark warning.
“If you choose to stay and we can’t 

get to you, write your name, address, 
social security number and next of kin 
and put it a ziplock bag in your pock-
et,” read a statement on the sheriff ’s 
Facebook page.

VODKA AND SHELTER

Hurricane-strength winds could 
blow as far as 200 miles inland to 
Shreveport, Louisiana, forecasters 
said.

The oil-refining town of Port Arthur, 
a city of 54,000, was a ghost town late 
on Wednesday, with just a couple of 
gas stations and a liquor store open 
for business.

“People need their vodka,” said 
Janaka Balasooriya, a cashier, who 
said he lived a few blocks away and 
would ride out the storm at home.

The area where Laura made landfall 
is marshy and particularly vulnerable 
to the storm surge of ocean water.

“This is one of the strongest storms 
to impact that section of coastline,” 
said David Roth, a forecaster with the 
National Weather Service. “We worry 
about that storm surge going so far 
inland there because it’s basically 
all marshland north to Interstate 10. 
There is little to stop the water.”

The storm surge could penetrate 
inland from between Freeport, Texas, 
and the mouth of the Mississippi River, 
and could raise water levels as high as 
20 feet (6 meters) in parts of Cameron 
Parish, Louisiana, the NHC said.

“To think that there would be a wall 
of water over two stories high coming 
on shore is very difficult for most to 
conceive, but that is what is going to 
happen,” said National Weather Ser-
vice meteorologist Benjamin Schott at 
a news conference.  Agencies

Hurricane Laura slams Louisiana, forecaster warns of ‘unsurvivable’ wall of water

 Furthermore, the 
attempt of those China 
hawks in Washington 
to stoke up waves in 
the South China Sea 
reveals a deeper intent 
to obstruct China’s 

Protesters demonstrate during a “National Day of Action to Save the “Peoples” 
Post Office!” outside the Flagler Station post office, Tuesday in Miami. AP

Tony Evers has declared a state of 
emergency, and said on Wednes-
day that the number of Wiscon-
sin National Guard members de-
ployed in Kenosha would be 500, 
up from 125 on Monday and 250 
on Tuesday.

Milwaukee Bucks posted a 
notice on its twitter Wednesday 
afternoon boycotting the playoff 
game Wednesday with the Or-
lando Magic following the police 
shooting of Jacob Blake. The NBA, 
as a result, announced to post-
pone the games.

Kenosha officials are expect-
ing another night of unrest on 
Wednesday after the 7 p.m. cur-
few.

A video posted on social media 
shows 29-year-old Jacob Blake ap-
pearing to be shot by police seven 
times in the back at close range 

as he was walking to his gray van 
in Kenosha on Sunday evening. 
Blake was later taken to hospital 
and remains in critical condition.

At a news conference held 
early Tuesday, Blake’s attorney 
Ben Crump said that his client 
is paralyzed and it would “take a 
miracle” for him to walk again.

Blake’s family plans to file a civil 
lawsuit against the Kenosha Po-
lice Department over the shoot-
ing, its attorney said Tuesday.

The Division of Criminal Inves-
tigation under the Wisconsin De-
partment of Justice is investigat-
ing the case. The division aims to 
provide an incident report to the 
prosecutor within 30 days.

Kenosha is a city of about 
100,000 residents, located be-
tween Milwaukee and Chicago. 

		  Xinhua

BEIJING

Washington announced on 
Wednesday its decision to blacklist 
Chinese enterprises and individuals 
involved in China’s construction in the 
South China Sea, further exposing its 
intention to foment division and spur 
tensions in the region.

The move marks yet another one of 
Washington’s blatant attempts to med-
dle in the region’s maritime territorial 
disputes with arbitrary sanctions, an 
ostentatious breach of its commitment 
to not taking any side among related 
parties.

For starters, China has indisput-
able sovereignty over the islands in 
the South China Sea and their adjacent 
waters. China’s infrastructure construc-

tion on its own territory is an exercise 
of national sovereignty in accordance 
with international law.

Seeking to justify its ill-founded de-
cision, Washington falsely accused 
Beijing of so-called “militarization of 
disputed outposts in the South China 
Sea,” while trying to portray itself as a 
keeper of peace in the region. 

Yet, the truth is that the United States 
has sent military aircraft to the region 
more than 2,000 times in the first half 
of this year alone. That clearly shows 
who is posing a threat to regional 
peace.

By rolling out such provocative uni-
lateral actions, the White House aims to 
create divisions in the region. It tries to 
drive wedges between China and relat-
ed Southeast Asian nations, push those 

countries to the front and enlist them 
as pawns in its anti-China agenda.

 Furthermore, the attempt of those 
China hawks in Washington to stoke up 
waves in the South China Sea reveals a 
deeper intent to obstruct China’s devel-
opment and pursue hegemony in the 
region.

Washington’s malign scheme to 
make the South China Sea another 
anti-China battleground will certainly 
fail. Since regional countries share a 
common aspiration to maintain stabil-
ity and prosperity in the South China 
Sea, which is the only way to best serve 
their fundamental economic and secu-
rity interests.

“The South China Sea is the shared 
home for the countries in the region 
and should not be a wrestling ground 

for international politics,” Chinese 
State Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi told Xinhua earlier this month, 
urging all regional countries to be vigi-
lant, and prevent the region’s hard-won 
peace and development from being 
sabotaged by the United States.

Likewise, Philippine Defense Sec-
retary Delfin Lorenzana said recently 
that the Philippines would not join 
the navies of other countries, like the 
United States, in maritime drills in the 
South China Sea for fear of raising ten-
sions in the area.

Meanwhile, according to Ren Guo-
qiang, spokesperson for the Chinese 
Ministry of National Defense, relevant 
negotiations in the region have made 
positive progress. Thanks to shared 
efforts by all related parties, the South 

China Sea has remained generally sta-
ble.

And since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
China has been working with regional 
countries to contain the deadly patho-
gen, while cargo ships and airplanes 
loaded with medical supplies for the 
coronavirus battle have been busy 
navigating through the South China 
Sea, providing a lifeline underpinned 
by mutual help in these troubled times.

Those have demonstrated regional 
countries’ similar stance to settle dis-
putes through dialogue among coun-
tries directly concerned and oppose 
external forces interfering in regional 
affairs.

Looking into the future, China, as 
it has done before, will continue to 
strengthen maritime cooperation with 

other related parties, deepen mutual 
security confidence, and advance joint 
development, so as to make the South 
China Sea “a sea of peace, friendship 
and cooperation.” 			 
	 Xinhua
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SportPesa’s Public Relations Manager, Sabrina Msuya (2nd L), and Yanga’s mobilization officer, Antonio 
Nugaz (2nd R), hand over soccer equipment to Mbagala’s Captain Sports Centre representatives at a brief 
event, which took place in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The event was part of preparations for culmination of 
Yanga’s week of charity activities, known as ‘Wananchi Week’, slated for Sunday in the city. SportPesa are 
Yanga’s Main sponsors. PHOTO; COURTESY OF SPORTPESA

Premier League 2020/21 promises 
to be competitive, says TFF 

Woods faces a new, stern test to get to FedEx Cup finale 

 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

T
ANZANIA Football 
F e d e r a t i o n 
(TFF) Director of 
Competitions, Salum 

Madadi, has said he expects 
the coming season to be highly 
competitive and entertaining as 
clubs have bolstered their squads 
with many new players.

The 2020/21 football season 
kicks off early next month and 
Madadi said he has been following 
the developments on the local 
football, especially on player 
signings and he is optimistic of a 
competitive league.

Madadi said from his 
observation, the current foreign 
players will make the league more 
competitive.

He said unlike last season, 
Premier League squads have this 
time signed foreign players, who 
will add value to the local game.

He disclosed that last season 
many clubs signed foreign players 
on a try and error basis.

“I’m sure the coming season will 
be more competitive, I have said 
so because we have all seen how 
our local clubs have been doing on 
the market,’’ he noted.

‘’Nearly all players who have 
been signed by our top three clubs 
Azam FC, Simba SC and Yanga are 
worthy it,’’ he stated.

‘’They are players with proven 
records of performance and some 
of them play in their respective 
countries’ national teams.’’

‘’This season will not be like the 
previous season when many clubs 
signed players who had no any 
significant impact on their teams.’’

He added; ‘’Last season many 
local clubs were just signing each 
Jimmy and Jim, we had foreign 
players who were failing to catch 
up with the local players.’’

Madadi, however, said the 
coming of the foreign players has 
both advantage and disadvantage 
to the country’s football.

He said the advantage is that 
good foreign players this season 
will boost morale and competition 

Simba SC defender, Joash Onyango (R), challenges Transit Camp FC player in a friendly clash, which was played at 
Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA 

among home grown players as 
they are all fighting for place in 
their clubs’ starting squads.

“The local players are excited 
to have been joined by foreign 
players. They are working hard 
to prove that they are better 
than the foreigners while the 
foreigners are also doing their 
best to show us that they are 
worth it,” he said.

The TFF official said, in the 
presence of high competition 
in local clubs, the national team 
will benefit a lot as the head 
coach will have many good 
players at his disposal.

“The local game is now be-
coming more organized as club 
administrators are now  serious 
when dealing with players and 
also morale among supporters 
and fans is now high,” he said.

Madadi said the disadvantage 
part of having many good 
foreign players is that upcoming 
players will lack platforms to 
expose their talents, as many 
of domestic sides’ coaches are 
employed on results oriented 
contracts.

“The disadvantage of having 
good foreign players in our 

league is that our young home 
grown players will not have 
a chance to showcase their 
talents,’’ he disclosed.

‘’I’m talking of big clubs 
who compete in international 
tournaments, that is the 
platform for our local players 
to show their talents but in this 
case it will be difficult for them,” 
he said.

He also said although TFF 
policy is that all Premier League 
clubs should have junior teams 
(U-15, U-17 and U-20) and have 
less than three junior players on 
the senior teams, this is not fully 
practiced by clubs.

“All Premier League teams 
have junior teams, but the 
teams are not fully supported. 
They are there for ceremonial 
and reference purposes, to me 
many clubs are results oriented 
not developmental oriented so 
a coach cannot feature a player 
whose impact on the game is 
very low at the expense of a 
player who will bring instant 
results,” he said.

Simba, the previous season’s 
Premier League champions, 
have, on the one hand, 

bolstered their squad with the 
signing of foreign professionals, 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC)’s Chris Mugalu, Larry 
Bwalya from Zambia, Kenyan 
Joash Onyango, and Ghanaian 
Bernard Morrison.

Tanzanian players roped in by 
Simba are Ibrahim Ame, Charles 
Ilanfya and David Kameta.

On the other hand, Yanga, 
who took the second spot in 
the top flight, have bolstered 
their squad by signing foreign 
professionals, Carlos St’enio 
Fernandez from Angola, DRC’s 
Tuisila Kisinda and Mukoko 
Tonombe, Ghanaian Michael 
Sarpong, and Burkina Fasso’s 
Yacouba Sognge.

Others signed by Yanga 
are domestic players Bakari 
Mwamnyeto, Zawadi Mauya, 
Farid Mussa, Wazir Junior, 
Kibwana Shomari and Yassin 
Mustapha.

Azam FC has signed Alain 
Thierry from Cameroon, 
Zimbabwean Prince Dube, Ally 
Niyonzima from Rwanda and 
locals Awesu Ally, Ayoub Lyanga, 
Ismail Kada, David Kissu and 
Emmanuel Charles.

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 

NBA players didn’t come to Disney solely 
for a restart. They wanted social reform.

The Milwaukee Bucks showed how far 
they’re willing to go to get it by opting not 
to play in their playoff game Wednesday. 
Two more games were postponed later in 
the day, the second time this season NBA 
basketball came to an immediate halt.

Other sports followed, just as they did 
in March when the season was suspended 
four months because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

This time, the players will decide how 
long the stoppage lasts.

“The biggest thing that we all under-
stand is if we’re not playing, what are we 
doing? What are we doing to show and to 
help what’s going on outside this bubble?” 
Boston Celtics forward Grant Williams 
said, shortly before the Bucks were sched-
uled to tip off their game against the Or-
lando Magic.

Instead, the Bucks players remained in 
the locker room, finally emerging hours 
later to read a statement demanding ac-
tion from lawmakers and encouraging vot-
ing by citizens.

They changed the narrative across the 
entire sports landscape, putting the focus 
squarely on social justice reform in protest 
of the shooting of Jacob Blake, a Black man, 
by police in Kenosha, Wisconsin, while 
three of his children in his car looked on.

While players and teams from baseball, 
the WNBA, MLS and tennis sat out their 
competitions Wednesday night, NBA play-
ers and coaches met for nearly three hours 
in a Disney hotel to determine next steps, 
including whether the season should con-
tinue. They did not come to a consensus, 
a person with knowledge of the meeting 
told The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity because details weren’t re-
vealed publicly.

The NBA’s board of governors will meet 
Thursday morning and likely address 
whether the playoff games scheduled 
for that day will be played. The Western 
& Southern Open won’t be, with the U.S. 
Tennis Association, along with the ATP 
and WTA Tours, announcing play would 
be paused after two-time Grand Slam 
women’s champion Naomi Osaka had al-
ready said she wouldn’t play her semifinal 
match.

“I don’t expect anything drastic to hap-
pen with me not playing, but if I can get 
a conversation started in a majority white 
sport I consider that a step in the right 
direction,” Osaka tweeted. “Watching the 
continued genocide of Black people at the 
hand of the police is honestly making me 
sick to my stomach.”

More lost NBA games would be another 
punishing financial blow in a season in 
which the league was already headed to 
losses of hundreds of million of dollars, 
potentially leading to ramifications that 
would be felt in future years.

Before coming to Disney, many NBA 

players wrestled for weeks about whether 
it was even right to play, fearing that a re-
turn to games would take attention off the 
deaths of, among others, Breonna Taylor 
and George Floyd in recent months.

They ultimately decided coming to the 
bubble and playing televised games would 
give them the largest platform, though 
now at least some are wondering if that’s 
still true. Toronto coach Nick Nurse said 
he’s heard some players on his team say 
they were thinking about going home.

Clippers coach Doc Rivers hopes they 
won’t. 

His players considered boycotting a 
playoff game in 2014 after audio tapes fea-
turing former owner Donald Sterling were 
revealed. He said this time is different be-
cause it’s the whole league, rather than 
one team, weighing the decision. 

“I think every team has to decide what 
they want to do and honestly I hope ev-
eryone plays,” Rivers said. “I just think 
showing the excellence in doing your job, 
there’s nothing wrong with that, but also 
fighting for what’s right is important as 
well.” 

It certainly is for the Bucks, who play 
about 40 miles from Kenosha. Sterling 
Brown, one of the players to read the 
statement, has a federal lawsuit pending 
against the city of Milwaukee alleging he 
was targeted because he was Black and 
that his civil rights were violated in Janu-
ary 2018 when officers used a stun gun on 
him after a parking violation.

And it is for the Raptors, whose team 
president, Masai Ujiri, had an altercation 
with an Oracle Arena security guard after 
Game 6 of last year’s NBA Finals. A video 
of it released recently appears to show an 
Alameda County sheriff ’s deputy initially 
shoved Ujiri, who is Black, twice.

They are scheduled to open the second 
round Thursday against Boston, but Nurse 
said his players were already having dis-
cussions about not playing.

“Boycotting the game has come up for 
them and again, as a way to try to demand 
a little more action and I think that’s really 
what they want,” Nurse said.

“I think there’s enough attention and 
there’s not quite enough action and I think 
that’s what I can sense from the discus-
sion. Their disappointment of man, how 
can we get something to change?”

It probably starts with actions like the 
Bucks took. Rivers and LeBron James had 
passionately described the emotions the 
NBA community felt after seeing the video 
of Blake’s shooting.

But it’s going to take more than players 
sitting out NBA games.

“It’s going to take all our institutions to 
stand up for our values,” former President 
Barack Obama tweeted, commending the 
NBA and WNBA players while posting a 
link to Rivers’ comments from earlier this 
week.

AP

Games stop again, this 
time players decide 
when they resume

Tanzanian boxing promoter Juma Msangi (C) poses for picture with the country’s Super Middleweight boxers, Twaha Kiduku (L) and Abdallah Pazi after the latter’s 
weight in, which took place at Kinesi Stadium in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Morogoro-based Kiduku will trade blows with the Dar es Salaam-based Pazi in a fight that will 
take place in the city today. PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT MIRAJI MSALA

OLYMPIA FIELDS, Ill.

TIGER Woods at Olympia Fields 
brought concerns about the state 
of his game.

That was the case 17 years 
ago going into the U.S. Open. 
Never mind that Woods was the 
defending champion. He had 
gone all of four tournaments 
without winning. At that stage in 
his career, it was enough to raise 
questions about a slump.

Not much has changed this 
week at the BMW Championship, 
with a slight change in the 
narrative. It’s not about whether 
he can win a major. It’s whether 
he can avoid another early end to 
his PGA Tour season.

Woods has gone four 
tournaments outside the top 35 — 
three of those since golf returned 
from the COVID-19 pandemic 
in June — and he likely needs to 
finish among the top four against 
a 69-man field to reach the 
Tour Championship. The top 30 
advance to East Lake to compete 
for a $15 million prize.

“I have to play well. I have to earn 
my way to East Lake,” said Woods, 
who is No. 57 in the FedEx Cup. “I 
haven’t done so yet and need a 
big week in order to advance. If I 
don’t, then I go home. This is a big 
week for me. I’m looking forward 
to getting out there and playing 
and competing.”

He’ll be doing that on a course 
that is only familiar in its look — 
tree-lined, a few elevated greens, 
fairways framed by rough that 
can cover the top of his shoes and 
quick, contoured greens.

But then, it’s not familiar to 
many at the second of three 
FedEx Cup postseason events. 
Woods, Charles Howell III, Adam 
Scott and Paul Casey are the 
only players who competed in 
that 2003 U.S. Open (Woods tied 
for 20th). Bryson DeChambeau 
won the 2015 U.S. Amateur at 
Olympia Fields, which featured 
five other players in the BMW 
Championship field, including 
PGA champion Collin Morikawa.

Harris English won a college 
tournament here a decade ago.

“I remember how great a test 
it was,” English said. “It’s just a 
tough golf course. I don’t think 
you’re going to see the scores like 
you did last week. ... It’s going to 
be a good warm-up for the other 
tournaments coming up, with the 
Tour Championship and then the 
U.S. Open. I know we’re all excited 
to be here.”

Last week was Dustin Johnson 
overwhelming the field and 
the course at the TPC Boston, 
winning by 11 shots and finishing 
at 30-under 254, one shot away 
from two 72-hole scoring records 
on the PGA Tour.    AP
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Messi, bad blood, and a burofax: Why 
does he want to leave Barcelona

By Sid Lowe, ESPN Spain writer 

THE letter (well, “burofax”) arrives, 
recorded delivery. That way, no one 
can pretend that they didn’t get it. 
Someone opens it -- Barcelona presi-
dent, Josep Maria Bartomeu, him-
self ? -- and reads it. What does it say? 
Wait, what? It says that Lionel Messi, 
the greatest player in the club’s his-
tory, in any club’s history, wants to 
leave. Now. And for free. And he 
thinks that legally -- there’s a reason 
he’s used a “burofax,” after all -- Bar-
celona have to let him.

And, well, everyone, everywhere 
goes absolutely wild.

Let’s try and answer a few basic 
questions around the seismic news 
from Tuesday in the football world.

Messi informed Barcelona by “bu-
rofax.” By what?

Well, quite. And suddenly it’s all 
the rage. A “burofax” is essentially a 
formal letter sent by recorded deliv-
ery, that is officially signed off by the 
person who receives it. It is a way of 
the sender being able to prove legally 
that they have served notice of the 
content of the letter. And that makes 
it part of a legal framework, admis-
sible as part of a court case -- should 
it get that far.

In other words, Barcelona cannot 
say “what? You want to go? We had 
no idea. Why didn’t you tell us?”

In short: that’s them told. Officially.
So ... is this the end?
Well, it’s an end, yes, and it’s hard 

to see how there can be a way back 
from here. All the more so if there are 
public statements made in the com-
ing hours and days. It’s not just the 
fact that Messi might be going, either; 
it’s how he might be going, why he 
might be going, and when.

But does it necessarily mean that 
he is leaving for sure? No, not really, 
although it’s hard to imagine any 
other outcome. There’s no way back, 
in the sense that nothing can ever 
be the same again. Even if he stays, 
it won’t feel the way it did. Even if 
everything changes but him -- if the 
president goes, if Luis Suarez stays, 
if Neymar comes, if all those wild-
est dreams come true, if he suddenly 
thinks, “Hey, this is more like it!” -- it’s 
not ever going to be the way it was. 
Something broke. It already had, of 
course -- which is why it came to this 
-- but there is a point at which fixing 
doesn’t really feel possible any more. 

And, so what do you do? You let 
go. What are you holding on for, any-
way? If he really is determined to de-
part, there might well be no point in 
forcing him to stay.

And yet, that could happen. Barce-
lona could fight this: The only dam-
age worse than the damage already 
done might be for Messi to actually, 
you know, go. Seen from the other 
side, what you want and what you get 
are not always the same thing -- even 
if you’re Messi.

What might the reason be? Is this 
designed to force Bartomeu out?

That’s an attractive idea, and it 
probably would change some things 
for the club’s No. 10. The hatred -- and 
that really must be the word given 
what we have seen -- is strong. There 
might be those on the club’s board 
who want Bartomeu to walk, seeing 
it as the only way to rescue this situa-
tion. He’s going in seven months any-
way, after all. But that fact suggests 
that it’s not about that.

Bartomeu going might have 
stopped it getting to this point, but 
having got here, it feels as if it’s be-
yond that now.

Messi knew Bartomeu would be 
gone soon; all he had to do is wait. 
But he doesn’t have time to wait. 
He is 33, and he wants to win now. 
He has, what, two seasons left? Two 
shots at the Champions League that 
his prime years have not delivered. 
And one shot at a World Cup, which 
he must prepare for, not just show 
up. If he’s going to do it, it has to be 
now. He doesn’t have the time or the 
patience. He has had enough. 

What might the reason be? He’s 
pissed off. Like, really, really pissed 
off. The desire to go is deep. Bar-
tomeu got him to this point, but even 
Bartomeu going might not be enough 
to pull him back from the edge. And 
think what that means: leaving the 
club where he has played his whole 
career, the club where he said he 

Lionel Messi
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Top European clubs circle as 
Messi calls time at Barcelona

BARCELONA

LIONEL Messi’s bombshell re-
quest to leave Barcelona is ex-
pected to spark a legal battle over a 
multi-million-dollar buy-out clause 
but also raises the question of 
which club could afford him in the 
heat of the coronavirus pandemic.

Messi’s priority has always been 
to be part of a “winning project” at 
Camp Nou, and newly-appointed 
sporting director Ramon Planes on 
Wednesday hailed the Argentinian 
as a “winner” the Catalan club was 
working hard to keep.

Messi is Barca’s record scorer 
and helped the club amass four 
Champions League titles, 10 La Liga 
titles and six Copa del Rey trophies.

Barcelona’s latest season, howev-
er, was not only devoid of trophies 
(for the first time since 2008), it 
was also defined by chaos and end-
ed in humiliation with a 8-2 Cham-
pions League quarter-final defeat 
by eventual champions Bayern Mu-
nich. 

The 33-year-old Messi, a six-time 
Ballon d’Or winner, has not asked 
for a transfer so he can his feet 
up for the final years of his career. 
This is a considered move aimed 
at adding to his successes, and in 
one competition in particular -- the 
Champions League.

- Million euros a week - 
Those able both to afford Messi, 

who has a reported weekly salary 
of nearly one million euros, and 
convince him, may only be Paris 
Saint-Germain and Manchester 
City, with Inter Milan a third, more 
distant option.

City would appear favourites, but 
the club have always trodden care-
fully around the question of Messi. 

For PSG, whose frustration in 
Europe has been comparable to 
City’s, even though the French club 
broke new ground by reaching last 
weekend’s final, Messi would also 
represent a seismic addition to the 
Qatari project.

A Neymar-Messi-Kylian Mbappe 
front three would not be a difficult 
sell.

Staying at Barcelona remains a 
possibility, however, particularly 
if under-pressure president Josep 
Maria Bartomeu resigns.

- ‘New winning cycle’ - 
Bartomeu’s new sporting direc-

tor Ramon Planes, named in place 
of Eric Abidal a day after Quique 
Setien was sacked as manager fol-
lowing the Bayern defeat, said on 
Wednesday that Messi’s want-away 
demand was “a very important 
story”.

“But our idea at the club is still to 
build a new winning cycle around 
the best player in the world. We 
are not contemplating any kind of 
departure because what we want is 
for Messi to stay.”

Planes added: “You have to have 
enormous respect for what Messi is 
and for his history.

“I think the future is positive. I 
am an optimist. We need experi-
enced players, like Leo Messi... We 
are putting every effort into ensur-
ing that the relationship between 
Barca and Messi will continue. We 
are working internally to convince 
Leo.”

Planes stressed that there was 
“not an argument between Messi 
and Barca -- neither deserves it”.

“We are working to make Barca a 
winner. There is no division within 
the club over Leo. Anyone who 
knows football wants him to stay 
here to win again. He’s a winner.”

- Drastic changes - 
Barcelona are understood to be-

lieve Messi’s release clause expired 
in June, and that he remains under 
contract until the end of the 2021 
season.

“In principle, this clause expired 
on June 10, but the unusual nature 
of this season disrupted by the 
coronavirus opened the way for 
Messi to ask to be released from his 
contract now,” wrote Marca news-
paper.

“It’s the first step towards open-
ing negotiations over his depar-
ture, on the basis of which his 
release clause amounts to 700 mil-
lion euros ($828 million).”

Messi joined Barcelona’s youth 
academy at the age of 13 and made 
his debut in 2004 as a 17-year-old, 
before going on to score a club-re-
cord 634 goals.

Fans were bewildered by the 
Messi saga.

“There is something that did not 
work for it to end like this. The at-
mosphere between Messi and man-
agement is not good,” said Antoni 
Reboredo, a 75-year-old pensioner 
sitting opposite Barca’s Camp Nou. 

To leave, “it is his right, he has de-
served it. He has brought us a lot of 
happiness. Barca over the past ten 
years has been him.” 

Around 100 fans gathered at the 
stadium Wednesday.

“Last night I had trouble sleep-
ing. We’re here to shout our rage 
and our helplessness,” said teacher 
Toni Colome, a fan for 21 years.

“I still can’t believe it ... I was get-
ting used to the idea that he was go-
ing to have to retire one day, that’s 
life. But not like this.”

According to Spanish media, 
Messi met with new manager Ron-
ald Koeman last week and told the 
Dutchman he saw himself “more 
out than in” at the club.

Koeman has vowed to “fight to 
put Barca back on top” and said at 
his unveiling he was hopeful Messi 
would remain at the club for sev-
eral more years.

The Lisbon loss to Bayern, Bar-
ca’s heaviest in Europe, exposed an 
ageing team that Messi has repeat-
edly said was not good enough as 
his relations with the club hierar-
chy grew increasingly strained.

AFP

Barca president faces vote of no confidence
BARCELONA

A VOTE of no confidence has 
been filed against Barcelona presi-
dent Josep Maria Bartomeu as the 
fallout to Lionel Messi’s demand to 
leave the club continues.

Messi, 33, shocked Barca on 
Tuesday when he informed them 
of his desire to find a new home 
this summer after nearly 20 years 
at Camp Nou.

Barca supporters gathered out-
side the offices at the club’s sta-
dium upon learning of Messi’s re-
quest and chanted for Bartomeu 
to resign in the hope that it would 
convince the Argentina forward to 
stay.

Jordi Farre, who plans to run for 
the presidency in next year’s elec-
tions, has also called for Bartomeu 
to quit and is leading the vote of no 
confidence to have him removed.

“We consider that Messi’s re-
quest to leave Barcelona is the lat-
est sign of the mess the club finds 
itself in,” a statement from Nou Im-
puls Barca, which is the slogan for 
Farre’s campaign, said.

Farre will have 14 working days 
to gather the signatures of 15% of 
the club’s members, which is just 
under 17,000 people.

If he manages that, the vote of 

no confidence would then be put 
to the entire membership base in 
the form of a referendum. Two-
thirds of a potential 154,000 voters 
would have to go against the board 
in the second stage in order for an 
election to be called immediately.

In July, another group of Barcelo-
na members had announced plans 
to launch a vote of no confidence 
against Bartomeu because of the 
“unacceptable management” of 
the club.

In a statement released before 
the humiliating defeat to Bayern 
Munich in the Champions League, 
Cor Blaugrana, the collective of 
Barca fans from various support-
ers’ groups behind the action, said 
they had grown fed up with the 
Catalan club’s top brass and ar-
gued that change was needed im-
mediately.

However, unlike Farre, they have 
not yet filed the motion and may 
instead decide to divert their at-
tention towards supporting Nou 
Impuls Barca’s movement.

Barca will hold elections in 
March 2021 to elect a new presi-
dent regardless of what happens 
with Farre’s motion. Club statutes 
dictate that Bartomeu cannot 
stand again.  (Agencies) 

wanted to retire. The club 
he joined at 13. His home, 
where his family is, where 
his children have grown 
up, where he intends to 
live the rest of his life and 
theirs. And yet he still does 
this.

That’s how bad it has 
become. That’s how angry 
he is, how convinced he is 
that there’s no solution.

That is Bartomeu’s lega-
cy.

Well, quite. Which is why 
Barcelona won’t actually 
let him leave, will they?

First, what’s Barcelona? 
Who is Barcelona? The 
president? This president?

There are politics to be 
played out there, you sus-
pect. If Messi leaves, Bar-
tomeu will forever be the 
president who let him go. 
Worse, the president who 
pushed Messi out. But it 
might be too late to try to 
prevent that, except by go-
ing himself and no longer 
being the president at all. 
And even that opportunity 
might have passed him by 
now. Besides, even if Messi 
doesn’t go, Bartomeu will 
always be seen as the man 
who did this.

And yet Barcelona just 
can’t let it happen. They 
must make it his fault; they 
must find a way to justify 
it. They must fight it, and 
be seen to fight it. All the 
more so because if they 
don’t, they will look doubly 

bad to have allowed him to 
manoeuvre them into a po-
sition where, just like with 
Neymar, they can’t prevent 
it.

They have been played, 
again. They look bloody 
stupid. Even if they are re-
signed to him going, they 
will say they are not: they 
will argue that the clause 
does not apply, if only for 
reasons of image and econ-
omy. They will point to the 
buyout clause (they would 
love €700m). They will get 
lawyers onto it. They will 
try to show that Messi’s 
chance to leave this year 
for free expired on May 31.

And who is right about 
that? Is that contract clause 
valid?

Messi’s lawyers will 
claim that the true date 
is the end of the season, 
which, exceptionally, this 
season was the end of Au-
gust rather than May. But it 
will depend on the precise 
wording of that contract. If, 
that is, this is to be a legal 
battle. It’s not that simple 
though, and if you get to 
a legal fight -- a real one -- 
you’ve already lost.

You can’t let him go, but 
how can you not let him go 
when it reaches that point?

So, as we were saying: 
They can’t let him go, can 
they?

Well, what are you going 
to do? Force him to stay 
and play, with an unhappy 

face on, and all that de-
structive power, until next 
year when he’ll walk for 
free? And when everything 
will be worse. Even if he 
stayed, never left and won 
it all, this damages every-
one forever.

So, you try to change his 
mind instead? Maybe. But 
that’s not going to be easy 
and many on the board do 
not have their heart in it. 
They have already lost.

And don’t believe that 
this is a momentary flash 
of anger from Messi, either. 
This has been building for 
a very, very long time. And 
you don’t serve formal no-
tice just because you’re a 
bit pissed off. Messi is very, 
very, very pissed off. But 
he has also thought about 
this. A lot.

If he does go, where can 
he go?

That depends. If he can 
go ... for free? That opens 
up loads of opportunities. 
If he can go ... for his buy-
out clause, then nowhere?

But that doesn’t resolve 
anything, and that won’t 
happen. It’s not good for 
anyone. If he stays, it must 
be because he has been 
convinced to stay, not be-
cause he has been locked 
from departing, trapped in 
a relationship he doesn’t 
want anymore. If he can go 
for a fee, but one that rec-
ognises that he wants out 
and only has a year left on 

his contract, then there are 
a handful of clubs.

Messi wants to win. He 
needs to trust that it can 
happen at his next destina-
tion. Potential clubs need 
money, and the desire. Be-
lieve it or not, but some 
clubs wouldn’t want him. 
Manchester United would. 
Inter Milan too. Maybe Par-
is Saint-Germain can get 
the MSN of Messi, Suarez 
and Neymar back: That 
would be fun.

It’s too soon for the U.S., 
or Qatar, or some other 
semi-retirement like that. 
There have already been 
conversations with Man-
chester City. That’s the deal 
the makes the most sense. 
It’s like some heist film. 
Pep Guardiola and Messi, 
the old gang, the best in the 
business, back together for 
one last job.

How much should we 
read into (Barca legend) 
Carles Puyol and Suarez 
tweeting their support of 
him?

A lot. That they’re on his 
side. That this is not -- I 
repeat, not, not, not, not -- 
just about Messi. That this 
is an almighty mess, on 
many levels. That, yes, we 
really have come to this, 
the destruction virtually 
complete.

What would Barcelona 
be without him?

They would never be the 
same again. Or put another 
way: It doesn’t even matter 
what they would be with-
out him. Not right now. 
No man is bigger than the 
club, yada yada. Nonsense, 
not least because this isn’t 
about a club being big-
ger than a player, or any 
player. It is because this is 
the club; these are the mo-
ments that clubs are made 
of. And this moment, this 
legacy, will not be fixed nor 
forgotten. Ever. Ever.

This is their history now, 
and it will hurt. Always.

It is worth noting that 
Messi’s legacy is likely to be 
hurt too, and he must know 
that -- and yet he still wants 
to go. Even if this works 
perfectly for Barcelona, it 
damages them. Imagine 
they let him go, they get a 
good fee for him, they sort 
out their dire financial cri-
sis, they build a team, they 
win things.

Imagine, then, that he 
doesn’t. He’s actually a bit 
rubbish wherever it goes. It 
doesn’t matter. Their great-
est ever player still went 
when he didn’t need to. Or 
shouldn’t have needed to. 
He reached a point no one 
should have ever let him 
reach, and he did so like 
this. Because you let it hap-
pen; in fact, because you 
made it happen.

This isn’t just a player 
leaving. It’s not even just 
Messi leaving. He’s 33. It 
was going to happen soon. 
Rather, it’s him leaving like 
this. It is everything that 
says about you.



 

Messi, bad blood, and a 
burofax: Why does he 
want to leave Barcelona
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Gymkhana A squad cricketers step up pursuit of top 
honour in 2020 Kazim Nasser Memorial League 

 By Guardian Reporter

G
Y M K H A N A 
Club A crick-
eters have 
tightened their 

grip on the 2020 Kazim 
Nasser Memorial League 
(KNML)’s Division A top 
spot, trouncing Caravans 
Club by 30 runs in an en-
counter which took place 
in Dar es Salaam early this 
week.

Impressive batting dis-
plays by Gymkhana A’s 
veteran all rounder, Vishal 
Patel, and Nassor Zahoro 
were instrumental in the 
squad’s convincing win 
in the clash, which took 
place at the side’s back-
yard Gymkhana Club’s 
oval.

Gymkhana A went in 
to bat first after Caravans 
Club had won toss and 
elected to bowl.

The in-form Patel, list-
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Polisi Tanzania 
sign Simba SC 
winger on loan 
 By Correspondent Adam Fungamwango 

 KILIMANJARO’s Polisi Tanzania, which had for 
a long time been quite on the transfer market, has 
started flexing its muscles after signing winger, Rashid 
Juma, from Simba SC on a one-year loan.

Polisi Tanzania’s official social media site account 
showed Juma pictured with one of the side’s officials, 
with the club expressing delight in roping the youthful 
performer in.

“We announce we have roped in winger Rashid Juma 
from Simba SC. He has joined us on a year-long loan 
deal, our unity is our strength,’’ the statement said.

Polisi Tanzania have also signed marauding striker, 
Daruweshi Saliboko, from the relegated Lipuli FC.

The forward drilled in nine goals in the previous 
Vodacom Premier League, which however failed to 
help Lipuli FC escape relegation to First Division 
League (FDL).

The Kilimanjaro side has also roped in forward, Ra-
madhan Kapera, from KMC FC.

The side’s social media site account disclosed 
Kapera is one of players recommended by the club’s 
technical bench to boost for the forward line.

Forward Kassim Haruna from Sahare All Stars of 
Tanga, and midfielder Datus Peter from relegated 
Mbao FC of Mwanza are also in the list of Polisi Tanza-
nia’s newly reruited players.

Polisi Tanzania are among clubs that had an impres-
sive spell in the previous Vodacom Premier League.

The squad, which was battling it out in the top flight 
for the first time, ended fifth after collecting 55 points.

Patel Samaj Club’s all rounder, Vishal Patel (front), goes for a six as Jain Sangh side’s wicket keeper, Meet Jetha, looks on 
in the previous year’s GP Gymkhana Shield tournament game, which took place in Dar es Salaam. Patel helped Gymkhana 
A team notch victory over Caravans Club in the 2020 Kazim Nasser Memorial League (KNML)’s Division A clash held in the 
city early this week. PHOTO; COURTESY OF NIKHIL PUJARA 

Namungo FC coach 
rues striker’s exit 
y Correspondent Adam Fungam-
wango

NAMUNGO FC head coach 
Thierry Hitimana is dismayed 
by the exit of the outfit’s pro-
lific forward, Reliants Lusajo, 
who has joined KMC FC.

Lusajo was a top scorer for 
the Lindi-based side in the 
previous Vodacom Premier 
League, drilling in 11 goals.

Hitimana disclosed he hard-
ly knows what happened, 
given when he made his way 
back to the outfit after a brief 
rest he found the player had 
already left the squad.

“There is no any coach that 
can let such a striker like Lusa-
jo easily leave his team, given 
letting the player go means 
you are weakening your club, 
I came back and found he had 
left, that is it,’’ he stated. 

He pointed out he has now 
set his sight on Namungo FC’s 
Charity Shield game against 
Simba SC, a season opener, 
which will take place at Sheikh 
Amri Abeid Stadium in Arusha 
on Sunday.

The Rwandan tactician dis-
closed he knows the clash 
will be tough given Simba are 
the Vodacom Premier League 

champions and they moreover 
have a good squad.

“I know it is a tough clash, 
Simba are a good team which 
has prepared well, they are 
currently preparing for the 
CAF Champions League, their 
squad does not have many 
changes,’’ he said.

‘’They have left players who 
were not regulars in the squad 
and have added new players.’’

He nevertheless noted Na-
mungo FC will give their all in 
the clash, as it is seen as a final, 
and either side will be eager to 
win the honour.

The two sides will be facing 
each other for the fourth time, 
with Simba boasting of a better 
head to head record.

Simba have posted victory 
in two of the three matches 
against the Lindi outfit, where-
as the other ended in a draw.

In the Premier League 
games, Simba edged Namungo 
FC 3-2 in the first phase prior 
to settling for a 0-0 draw with 
their opponents in the second 
phase match.

In the Federation Cup fi-
nal, played in Rukwa, Simba 
cruised to 2-1 victory over Na-
mungo FC.

ed as one of the side’s top order 
batsmen in the duel, went on 
rampage, nailing 74 runs not out 
that consisted of three bound-
aries and two sixes as his club 
raced to 193 runs for eight wick-
ets in 50 overs.

He significantly boosted his 
squad’s quest for staying in con-
trol of the innings, backing an 
equally encourging showing by 
Zahoro.

Zahoro, a promising all round-
er, put his aggresiveness to show 
and notched 26 runs which con-
sisted of a four.

He had efficiently stepped up 
after his side’s wobbly start to the 
innings, which had openers, skip-
per Abhik Patwa and Abdulrah-
man Akida, experiencing quick 
dismissals.

After two more quick dismiss-
als of Amit Raghuvanshi and Mo-
hammed Yunus, Zamoyoni Ra-
madhan and Kartik Syal managed 
to help their team pile more runs.

Syal ended his spell with 19 
runs, which consisted of a four, 
Ramadhan recorded 15 runs 
which included a four.

Gourav Choudhary chipped in 
with 10 runs not out, successfully 
closing the side’s innings out with 
Patel.

Jitin Pratap Singh, Suraj Kumar 
and spinner, Kassim Nassoro, fin-
ished with two wickets each dur-
ing Caravans Club’ bowling spell.

Despite being one of few crick-
et sides in the country, which 
boast of depth in batting, Cara-
vans Club’ resolve waned in the 
chase after they were skittled for 

Former Namungo FC striker Reliants Lusajo. 

163 runs in 35.5 overs.
They had a good start in 

which opening batsmen, Ivan 
Ismail and Kheel Suchak, post-
ed double digit scores.

Ismail notched 29 runs which 
included two fours and two six-
es, Suchak’s spell at the crease 
saw him score 20 runs which 
included two fours.

Caravans Club was later 
pegged back with early exits of 
key players, Singh and Gokul 
Das, with the former posting six 
runs whilst the latter managed 
seven runs.

There was gritty showing by 
top order batsman, Suraj Ku-
mar, and middle order batsman, 
Nassor, as Caravans Club sought 
to step up pursuit of successful 
chase.

 Nassor ended with 10 runs, 
which included two boundar-
ies, Kumar scored 14 runs which 
consisted of a four.

 Skipper Sreejith Kumar and 
youngster Mohamed Omary 
with double digit figures but 
the duo’s killed off the squad’s 
hopes.

 Kumar had the best innings 
as he chipped in with 26 runs, 
which consisted of two bound-
aries, Omary ended with 23 
runs, which consisted of a four.

 Gymkhana Club’s Patwa 
made up for his less impressive 
performance with the bat, put-
ting in stellar bowling displays 
to eventually end with a five-
wicket haul, leaking 52 runs in 
a 10-over spell.

 Patwa played a vital role in 
his side’s ability to foil Caravans 
Club’s chase, with Patel piling 
misery for the opponents as he 
took two wickets and leaked 30 
runs in nine overs.

 Gymkhana A, the only team 
boasting of unbeaten spell in 
the KNML Division A, have, as 
a result, notched three wins to 
collect six points.

 They have a net run rate of 
2.3380 after amassing 356 runs 
and leaking 321 runs.

 Strikers A now occupy the 
second spot in the table with 
four points from two wins and 
a loss. They have recorded net 
run rate of -0.3299, posting 465 
runs and leaking 371 runs.

 Aces A, Aga Khan SC A and 
Caravans Club are placed third, 
fourth and fifth respectively in 
the standing, whereas Gp Pak 
Stars A are rooted to the bottom 
of the table.

Rashid Juma
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